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I. Horthwestern Peciflo.

On Jenuary 29 a DD attacked o poseible enery S5 4 miles off E. Capa,
Amohi tkn.

The aamo doy a Cetnline strafed s onbin on Alaid Isleand, the most
westerly islend of the Semichl greoup.

IL. Southwestern Peclifio.

(A) Solomen Islands.

On Jonuary 28, 1 CA, 2 DD's end 1 AK werae cbserved in Bulm
Pasanco.

Tho same dey, in ihe Buin - Shortland Ieleand sren, 2 CL's, 6
oD'e, 18 AK's, and 27 unidentiflied ahips were cbasrved.

Munda was sttnclted on Jesuary £8 by 9 B-26's with 1) P-J9'a
as sgpeort. 10 500-1lb. end 30 100-lb. bomba hit in the tarpet area.

Ths following doy 4 E-EG's and 7 P-39's bombed the revetment
ares at Minde. Ons small fire wes started.

On Japuary 29, 62 Jops wore killed, £ were taken prisonsr and
gponsiderable squipment wae captured on Guadnlosnal. OCur rdvanca hing been slow=
ed up by bed wenther.

{(B) MNew Sritain.
On Jenuary 30 the town of Rebaul snd shipping in the harber
were attnoked by our heavy bombers. Replosions wors cbserved from one enemy

veugel which wee hit snd Cires were storted in the supply dump ares near the
shore.

The sems dey two tomb hite were soored on en snemy #F in Open
Aoy end troops on the deck were strafed.

Gesmata alrdrome wes bombed nnd otrafed with unobaerved resulte.
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(C) New Guines.

The Mubo ares reassivad Corty-eight 300-lo. bombs [rom & B-25's
on Jenuery E8.

The following dey our plenes thoroughly bombed snd strafed

supply dumpn and bulldinga at les. Meny explosions end large firos rosulted
from the sattacka.

(D) M. Bs 1.

On January 30, en ensay float-plane trying to attack on Allled
w3343l in ths irafura Sea was driven off and damaged by our fighter planes.
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b JAPAYNESE LAVAL ACTIVITIES
e Summary as s Jan. 30,

I. Southmestern Pacific.
(A) Sclomons.

30 enomy bombern wera reported to hove arrived at Buka
Passage airfield on Jan. 27, and were still there the following day.

The enemy is reported to have ocoupled Puruata on the W.
ocoast of Bougaimville Island.

Kahili airfield was attacked by 5 B-17's at 1920L, Jan.
28. A large fire was started in the revetment arca.

On Jan. 29, at 1315L, 29 vessels including 3 oruisers, & '
OD's and 11 other warships were seen in the Tonolel area.

Jan. 29, & DD's were sighted 5.W. of Vella Lavella Island.
They wore on a N.W. course and probably had como from Vila. Enemy vessels
are believed to be unloading mightly at Vila.

(B) New Britain.

The airstrips at Cape (louccster and Casmata were bombed,
Jan. 29, the former by both hecvy and medium bombers, and the latter by
a heavy bomber.
{(C)} Hew Quinea.

o8 3 Bostons strafocd the track from lubo to Komistum, Jan.

There was an increase in land activity in the Kaisinek-
Wandusd arca betooen Wan end Ovadagasel on Jan. 20 and Jan. 29. Con-
siderable casunlties were reported inflicted on enemy detachments, Jan.
29, causing them to withdraw, with owr forces in pursult.
(D) Gilbert Islands.

On Jan. 26, an sllied reconnaisance plane sighted and at-
tackod a largo ensmy AKX at Tarewa Island. One hit and several near
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& (E) M. E. 1.
1 DD and 3 large AP's wore sighted at Ambon, Jan. 20.
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I. Southwest Pacific.
(A) Bolomons.

On Jamuary 27, at 17L0L, 1 enemy AK and escorting DD were at-
tacked by 9 SED's, 5 THF's and § FiF's between Vella lavella and Kolombangara
inlands, 2 direct bowb hits were scored on the AE and 3 near misses on the
DD. The DD was later seen smoldng and one of our pilots saw the AK sinking.
2 enemy float plance attacked our planes and both wore destroyed,

6 B-26's ard 8 P-39's attacked Munda tho same day, starting
fires in the revetment area.

On Jarmary 28, 12 SHD's, L TEF's and 15 fighters attacled two

wmromgmu.uru.mormimm. Our THF's attacked 6 DD's
direct hit was reported on 1 DD which exploded and settled in the watar.

mise with a 1,000 pound bomb and 1 direct hit with a smll bomb

repartod on 1 AK and 2 very near missos (one was claimed 5 feet off the

raported AD. The AK woa 8

and smoldng, O Zeros
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and
was attacked by 5 B-26's and 12 P-39's at the same time
memﬂw-

unddentified 58 was sipghted 5 miles 8.
Santa Island. On Jamuary 27, 3 85's were pighted,
. of Vangonn Island, and 2 in the vicinity of Russel Island.

On Jamnry 26, L ensmy land fighters were found in shallow
at Coughlan Harbor, N.W. Guadalcanal Island. They are believed to have
landed after the attespted onomy air attack of Jamuary 25.
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over Ouadalcanel from 1020L to 11LSL, Jamuary 27. No bombs were dropped. 9

ware amd 6 pr destroyed. 2 P-38's,
m--mlm“wmum. One pilot is safe.

Land action on Ousdalcanal continues, with an pooket in
the wost, and one to the south beinp eliminated. A large and tahlished
command poat wan taken, along with a 6<inch gun and mueh other equipment.
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w (B) Now Britatn.

Roconnalssance on Jamuary 27, reported possible landing strips
mnder construoction near Cape Cunningham, Cape Turner, and Opon Bay.

Gasmata was bombed on Jansury 27, and Jaruary 28, and Cape
Oloucester was attacked, January 26.

(C) New Oulnsa.

On Jamuary 26, 300 to 500 enamy troops were reported in the
Wau area, 450 Japaneso wore estimated to be in the Kumusi River area, and
aro reportod at the mouth of the l'apbare River, and on the coast
noar the mouth of the Waria River.

Imlahany airdroms, las, Salamana, Finschafon, and the coast 8.
of Sslemam wore all attacked by our planes, Jamary 27.

Merauke was attacked by an enery plane on January 28,
() MBI
on Jammary 28, Pulloro in eastorn Timor wea strafed by Allied
planas, The pame day an enemy AKX was attacked at Ambon by an Allied plane.

5 enemy fighters intercepted and 1 was shot down. Beaufighters also attacked
enemy float planes off Dobo (Aroe Islands) and destroyed 1 of them.

]
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I.  Horthwestern Pacific.

On Jamuary 26, 2 Japanese planes wera over Amchitke but did not attiack,
On Jamary 27, shipping wes attacked at the same place by 2 enemy planes, but no
damege resulted.

II. Sout t Lu

(a) Solcmons.

On Jamuary 26, 3 vessels described as 1 small CV and 2 crulsers
were sighted 60 miles southwest of Buka Pessege on & northwest course., During the
afternoon the same day, a convey of at least 9 ships including large AP's wae seen
A0 milea east of Puka on & scutherly course,

Munds was attacked on January 26 by 12 SED's, 12 Grummans, and
g F-39's. The bombing was done at elevations of from 1,000 to 3,000 feet. Revet-
ments and AA installations wers hit., Ten enemy planes were geen on the ground.

By January 26, our troops had advanced to the northwest and west
of the Poha river west of Eokusbona despite hoavy resistance. Strong patrole con-
tinued in the south and southwest. Conslderable enemy equipment was captured durlng

the day.
(B) MNew Britain.

Our planss which raided Rabaul early Jamuary 26 reported very
few ohipe in the harbor, Shipping is now being dispersed between Fraed Point an:d
., Duke of York Island where a large concentration vas seen.

Gasmata and Cape Gloucester airshipe were bombed, the latter place
twica, i

(c) New Guinea.

Four Beaufighters swept inland from Madang during the morning of
Jamary 26 but saw no asigns of enemy ectivity. Finschafen, Lae, the Mubo Komiatum
trail, and tke comst from Salamaua to the Kumusi River were attacked by our planea
the pame day.
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Fort Moresby was raided during the nights of Jamuary 25-26 and
the following night. J

The 411ied commnique of January 27 reported our losses to have
been less than half those of the enemy during the Papuan campeign.

(0) ME.I,

On January 25, a B-24 over Kendarl was intercepted by an enomy
plane which dropped emall bombs at our plane withcut succees, Fhotos taken showed
15 bombers and & fighters on the field, More were probably present but were cbecured
by elouds.

At laha eirfield (Ambon) B Zeros were seen,

On Jamary 26, cur medium bombers attacked buildings and jetty
areas on Kai Island, Dobo on Aroce Iolend was bombed and strafed by our medium bombers
the same day. A small lugger was hit with a bomb.

(E) Australls.

An unidentified plane was over Sydney about midnight Jammary 25-26
and there were indications of an enemy 58 operating probably within 250 miles of
Sydney during the early morning of January 26,

On Jamary 26, a possible 53 was sighted about 375 miles scuthweat
of Carnarvon, weat ccast of Australis.

III. 0.8, Submarine Reports.

A U.8, 83 returning from patrol bas reported sinking 2 AK'e, 1 AD, and
1 AP,

R. A. Boone,
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JAPARISE MAVAL ACT 3
Supmarr 8y of 0800, Jep, 27, 2943

.  Nake Island.

8ix B-24's wore ovor Tieke Joland on a roconnaicsance nission
Jaruary 25, BEight Zocros interceprted and 2 wers mrobebly shot down. Clouda
pertially covered the cbjectivz. All ovr plares roburned and no personnel
wars isjured,

1I. Sontimest Pecific,
(A) Solemon,

Our rodium bornbers attacked Bukn tho niglt of Jumnry 25-26,
Pires wislble 35 niles wore sftorted in tha supply dump orea.

Five B-25's and 4 P-38'c bombed Rend Repd (on the HS part of
Vangura Toland) Januery 25. FEosbo were droppod on the londing stirlps and wharf,
denolighi.g the latter, Thore wes acme AL fire but it did no damage,

(8) Bow Britain.

Fhotographic racomwissance on Jammary 24 showed 3 new jettiea
being conotructed at Eckopo (12 miles scutbenst of Rabawl). Six AK's and 1 AO
ware scen in the visinity. Repopo airfisld (neer Kokopo) has a now rummy
1300 yurdn long, and probable new AA positions being Luilt nearby. Thirty
anony plangs werse in the dispersel areas.

Two [D's and 3 AK'e gere sighted in St. George's Chennel on
& 5W courss about nidnight Jouunry 24,

On Javmary 25, a B-24 poored 2 bilo on the Casmata ruumway.
Light AR {ire wos meourete aid scored hits on ocur plane, Cape Cloncester air-
drope woa raided 3 times the zanme day.

Our heovy bomlors attacked ainfislds cud shlpping at Rabaul |
during tho night of Jumuary 26-27, A lerge encny ship (uzclesoified) wus set
afire hy diroot hite, Fires vore olso startod In the alrfield area. Two
enpmy nipht fightors attenptad irtareeption withcut succozs,
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On Jomary 25, oupply dusps wora nttecked et Loo by & B-25'r
and % Bortons wirafed ceall rafl eleng Lhe coest south of Balamaus,

Brotons alsc bombod and sirafed the Iibo-Tomintens trail on
Jamuary 25. Finschefen wes bombed, fires bolug ptasted ot the slvfleld and in
the btullding ares the same doy,

Boulh of ths Eunuel river, our PP boals attasked £ onewy Bargos
during the alght of Jamuary 2.-25. Three of the targes mare dealee ed and 1
wss beached, The came nipght encmy troope landed mear Lhs poath of the ferin
river south of Morsbe Harbor frca J barges.

Thres encay AK's wers sttaclked by cur nediun besbers aff Czpe
¥on Den Bosch with unkoowm results January 25.

111, Bursa.

Japanese coaslal vacsol full ef trocops ramrad o Britich

i
ship in tha Iayu river on Janoary 25. The Britioh oponed fire and rank the
encmy veioel.
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Architis barbor was bombed at 0920X Jammary 25, by 2 float type
Zero planes. Four bombe fell neer ocur ehips, but there wes no damage.

II.  Southwestern Facific.
(4) Seclomons.
At 0930L, Jamary 24, 1 OL, 6 DD's, 7 AK's and

2
pighted in-the Buin-Tonolel vicinity. At 10421, a crulser and 1 DD entared
the area from the northwest, and at 1530L, a CA arrived, also from the morth.
aof
va-

&

m,mmmmﬁmmmm;}mmm
warea

?
:
:
i
]
:
:
]
:
!
E

t and
the enemy bombers did not drop bombe. Four Zeros were shot down in scattered
individual fights.

That night, 3 B-17's attacked Rabaul from a low altitude, en-
countering intense AL fire and a searchlight screen. Ope AK was hit and ex-
ploded, and a direot hit was scored on another vessel.

Gasmata was reported immotive. AA poeitions are believed to
have boen mbandoned, and there are bomb craters onm the rumway.

(c) Hew Guines.

On Jammary 24, 7 B-25's attacked Lae, dropping bombs om Ad
positions and bulldings, Selamesua istheus was bombed and strafed by 4 Bostons

»
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tho same day.

The enemy again attacked Milne Bay and Port Loresby the
night of Janmary 24=-25, but damage was declared to be negligible,

(0) H.E.L

Fhotographic reconnaissance at Acbon Jamuary 21 showed 1 CL,
1 posaible AV, 1 AD, 11 AK's-AP's and 4 patrol oraft there,

A B-24 sttacked DLIM Jummry 24, causing large fires. Two
Zeros intercepted and 1 was probably shot
III, 0.5, Sybmarive Reports.

e A U8, submarine returning from patrol has reported sinking an
anemy DD,

H. A, Boona.
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I. Facifie Arvea.

On January 23, one ereamy 58 wos sighted 35 miles west of Calm
and snother, 125 miles soutlwest of Cehu,

II.  Horthwest Fmeifis.

On Jamuary 4, two enemy floatplanes droppad bombs at our vessels
near Amchitka. Minor damage was sustained by one of our ships,

III.  Scuthwest Facific,

(a) Solomena.

On the night of Jamuary 23-24, our crulssr-destroyer task force
bombarded Vila-Stammore plantation (scutheast Kolombangera). Apmarently the
ghells hit their target, as several large fires were burning fiercely, and
explosions ocourred long after the bombardment ceased. The enemy bad accumu-
lated fuel dumps and stores here to supply Munda. Enemy planes, using flares
and float lights, followed our ships, but there were no casualtles,

The following morning, at 0800 L, a force of 61 planes including
SED's, torpedo planas and fightors, dutmydndmknniaﬂnmndmwupu—
pitions at Vila. The fires were still burning from ths night's shelling.

m,mw,mmwwmpm

Jamary 23rd. Supply dumps, field pleces, mﬁm rifles and other equip-
ment were captured. The enemy is surrounded in pockets by our troops.
(B) Hew Eritain.

According to a SWPAC comsunique, Rabaul was subjected to a

-]la




DECLASEIFIESD
san

predemn attack by our bombera on Jamuary 24, Fires were started in the runmay
and dispersal areas, and 2 searchlight positions were hit. Oasmata and Cape
Gloucester alrfields were bombed the mame day.

(C) HNew Guinea.

On Jammary 22, two enemy barges were attacked by our FI'as near
the mouth of the Kumusi River, The barges were beached, and one was afire,

In the morning of January 23, Milne Bay and Port Moresby were
attacked again by enamy planes.
One of our heavy bombera over Wemak on Jamary 24 was inter-
capted by 9 enemy fighters, iwo szeros were shot dowm.
(0) H.E.I.

On Jamary 24, a OV, 2 cther large ships, and 2 DD'e were
pighted heading east out of Salayer Strait (betwsen the mainland and Salayer
Island, southweat Celobes).

. LS, Submgrine Reports.

A 7.8, submarine, returning from patrol in the southwest Facifio,
reports damaging and probably sinking an enemy AH or AP, with 2 hita,

R. 4. Boono.
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Japenese Eaval Activities
Bummary as » JROUATY 24, 1043

I. Southwest Pacifie

(o) Bolomon Islands

o January 21, T B-1T's searched for the enemy convoy
arriving from the north at Bougainville Strait. Bome bomba were dropped but
observation was impossible beosuse of bad weather. Two of the B-17's raided
lumde on the return trip.

At 1945L January 25 Eahili Airdrome, Buin, wee bombed by
B-17's on reconnsissance. 17 100 pound bombs fell on the rummay srea.
Fifteen minutes later Ballale rumway received 3 bombs from the ssme planes.

! Two enemy AK's southeast of Vella Lavella Islund were
attacked by 8BD's snd fighters on January 22. The ships were mot hit,

On Junuary 25 Munde was bombed 4 times by our planes:
(1) A Catalina on recomnalssance at 0400L caused one large exploslon probably
on an smmmition dump; (2) =t 1200L 6 B-26'as dropped B4 100 pound bombs on
Munda. This attack was immediately followed by 8 SED's which dropped bombs
on /A positions whioh had fired on the B-28's. 12 P-39's and the same
mmber of P-40's escorted the bombers. All our planes returnmed safely.
{3) At 1400L, 8 B=1T's asoompanied by fighters dropped &0 500 pound bomba
on the runway and texi strips. Some fires were started. (4) 6 B-26'a
oscorted by 10 P-39's dropped 100 pound bombs on the rumway area at 1730L.
A/A fire was not heavy, no planes intercepted, and all ocur airoraft returned.

(o January 22 a bomber onm reconneissance attacked Relimta
Bay. Fires wers started near the shore.

An SED intonding to raid supply dumps at Tassafaronga
has failed to return on Juouary 22.

0o the night of January 22-25 Jap planes continued their
nuisances attacks over Guadaloanal. Approximately 20 bombs were dropped
near Henderson Field damaging m Catalina and B-26. One man was killed on
the ground. The following night 3 enemy bombers ralded the same air field.
16 to 20 bombs were dropped but damage and casualties have not been reported,
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visible for many miles. Search lighte prevented cbservation of the bombing
on snemy shipping. Later the same day m heavy bomber on reconnaissance

our plane returned safely.
(c) New Guinss

Oon Junuary 21 thers was no longer mny organised resistance
in the Bapansnds area.

y Marauks was bombed at noon January 21 by a Jap float plans.
No ocasuslties or damage resulted. The following night Milne Bay and Port
Morssby were subjected to attmcks by & or 4 enesy plmes. No damage was
cansesd by elther raid.

Aoccording to ENMPac commmique one of cur bombers on reconnaissance

was intarcepted by 16 enemy fighters near Wewak Jamumary 23. Our plane returnesd
after shooting down § Zeros and damaging 2 others. The warehouse area at Madang,
storage and supply dumps at las and Finschhafen, the Salamsua-Mubo track and snemy
positions along the ocoast south of Salamsus were bombed or strafed by Allled

planss.
(p) EEI

On Jaunuary 22, Hudsons unsuccessfully attacked 3 enemy merchant
vessels just north of Eai Islands. The following day Fuiloro airdrome was
raided by our fighters. A/A positions, roads and buildings were strafed.

Many fires were started. At the same time other Allied sireraft bombed search =

light positions at EKoepang.
(E)  New Hebrides

The night of January 21-22 Bapiritu Santo was attecked for
the second sucoessive night by an enemy plane.

(F) Australia

Two enemy medium bombers were over Darwin the night of January
21. Bosbas wers dropped tut no damage resulted.
<
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JAPAIESS IAVAL ACTIVITIES
Summary as of 000U0, Jan. o3, 19i3

I. lorthsestorn Focific.

The only rocommeissance reported Jan 21, was tho contimued search
for the cnemy 53 reported contacted off Atka, Jan. 20.

I1. Southwestarn Facific.
(A) Solomons.
Assoably work is reported conmtinmuing on aircraft at Buka.

2 enexy AD's wore aightod Just N. F. of Vella Lawnlla
Island on Jan. 2Z1. They were on a 5. E. course.

3 B-26's raided the bivucac area at !upda, Jan. 21.

A D17 reported a probalilo airficld 300 x 5,000 feot in
pize in tho Vila arca (5. 0. Kolombangara). TPhotos wore taken.

land action continuos on Guadalecaral. Two hills wore re-
ported captured by our troops on tho 5. W. flank on Jan. 20, and our road
construction was reported sufficient to warrant & full scale advance in
the Laft Division sone.

(B) Hew Dritain.

§0 ships including 20 seall naval wossels, 1 AD, 1 AH
and 30 AK's and AP's vore seen at Dabaul, Jan. 21. The airfields at
Vunakansu Lalkunal ond Fokopo were borbed with good effect by 12 B-17's
ﬂ-ﬁldﬁnml'lﬂs. :

Rabaul was attacked by our planos early Jan. 22, accord-
ing to a SVPAC coommdque. The attack was carried out at low lswel and
ly ships woro claimod destroyed. 1 vessel was roported sunk in | minutes,
a second in 12 minutes. Tho third exploded, and the fourth which re-
celved 3 direct hits, was left burning after & cerles of explosions. Two
soarchlizhts were put out by strafing., A1l our planes returned safoly.

Oasoata was bombed Jan. 21.
s
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1 cruiser, 1 DD and ? large AK's were sighted 15 ailes 30
of Cape St. George on & southerly course duriny the afterncon of Jan. 21.

(D) New Cuinea.

3 0D's and 2 AP's ware seen at Torak the aftcrnoon of Jan.
21. l; ene=y fightors intorcepted but did not damage our plane.

Tae and Salamaua wero attacked Jan. 21, and agein on Jan.
22. 'mdanz was also bombed on Jan 22.

The SUTAC commmiquo reports that by Jan. 22, all organized
rosistance was ovorcome in tho Sansnanda Point area and that mopplng-up
is in progreos. 725 cneny dead have been reported found in addition to
tlisse already reported, with many mors yet to be counted. Fiold puns,
trucks and considorablo ammnition were capturad.

tiine Fey airfislds vere attachkad by 2 groups of enamy
planes the night of Jan. 20-21. 1 lludson was destroyed and another dam-

() H.E. I.
lautem on H. F. Tiror was attacked Jan. 20 by 3 B-25's.

On Jen. 22, our medium bombers attacked an enemy AK off
Cape Van Dem Bosch vith unobserved results.

{F} Australia.

Dartin as attacked by 2 enemy bombors carly Jan. Zl.
I, P-li0's intercepted and 1 encmy plane was possibly destroyed.

Tho 55 P.H. BURIETT (7100 ton U. 5. freightor) wes tor-
podoed 120 miles Rast of liowcastls, Jan. 22, tut is expocted o romin
afloat. The extent of domapge and casualties sre not kmown.

E. A. Doona.
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On the night of Jamary 20-21, Espiritu Santo was raided by
one Japaness plane. HNo casualties or damego resulted.

(B) Sclamon Islands.

On Jammary 19, a B-17 dropped 2 2,000-pound bombs on Ballale
Island. The results were not oboerved.

The pame du,'&zw interczapted a B-17 on reconmslssance off
tha northwest cocst of Cholesul (sland. Alr combat for em horr and o hal® re-
sulted in the destruotion of 2 Zeros, while the B-17 received slight damape.

Ballale rumsay wos bombed azain Jamary <0 by a B-17,

An force of 2 DD'e and 4 AE's was sighted Jamary 21,
mdm.m Island, heading toward Buin. On Jammary 21, ome of

2 B-26's dropped borbs at an AK and 2 DD'e just nortimwest of Vella lavella.
Fo hits were scored. These ships were retwning to Faisi from EKolombangara.

limds was raided by a B-17 the same day. Results were not
obaarved,

During the night of Jamuary 21-22, Japensda plaras on miisance
miseions dropped occasional bombs near Handerson Fleld, Cuadalecanal, AL fire
brought down one plane,

Supply barrels were seen floating in the water near
indicating that the Japanese are still maintaining supply contects with thedr
forces.

(c) Bem Britain.
Photos taken Jamcary 18 reveal 13 warships, 4/ merchant veszels,

.l= qﬁ
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and 4 tankers at Rabaul. A total of 8 medium bhombers and 102 fighters are
shown at Lakunad and Vunelkanan airdromes.

On Jamary 20, a B-24 bombed a gun position and the rumsay
at Cape Gloucester,

The same day, only one of 3 RAF Catalinas reached Ialmad
airdrome and dropped bombs. The others attacked airfields at Eokopo and Gasmata,

According to a SWEAC communigue, our medium and heavy bombers
carried out a low-level attack on ememy shipping and air installatioms at Rabaunl
on Jameary 21, Two medium-sised merchant ships were seriously damsged,

(o) HNew Guines.

On Jamary 20, 4 B-24's, ssarching for a Japanese convoy of
lCLand 2 AP's just northeast of Wewak, were intercepted by 25 Zercs from
Wewak airdrome, Twelve ensmy planes were shot down and 6 others were damaged,
whils our planss, although damaged, returned to our base,

On the same day, supply dumpe at Las and the wharf area
at Madang were bombed, and Euremada was etrafed by our planes.

Although resisting strongly, the Japaness forces are breaking
up into small partiss and attempting to escape northward from the Samanands area,
Some enemy troops may have escaped by barges near the mouth of the Mambare River

on the night of Jammary 19.

Enemy planes were reported over Milne Bay and Darwin Jamary
20, but no datails were reported.

(8) HLE.I

On Jamary 19, 3 B-25'a wera intercepted over Fuiloro airdrome
by 5 Zeros. Omne enemy plane was damaged in air combat.

The following day 3 B-25's, with Dutoh pilots, dropped 7
500-pound bombs near the jetty at Dobo, Arce Island,

Four ships, inoluding an AF and a cruiser, were sighted by

air recommaissance at Asbon on Jammary 20, The following day, according to
0
saial
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4t 0330 L Jamary 20, 2 B-26's dropped 2 500-pound bombs
and poored 1 hit on a DD just east of Tonolel Harbor,

later the same morning, an ensmy AE north of Faisi and
another AEK escorted by 2 DD's between Fauro and Shortland Talands were attacled

of Vella lavella Island, and 4 B-17"s were damaged, Other ensmy ships maneuver-
in the area included 3 AK's, 9 DD's, 1 AP and 2 unidentified veasels,

On Jamuary 19, an ensmy convoy moving toward Ouadaloanal was
first cbserved just north of Vella Iavells Ialand., This foree included 1 CA
and 7 ID's cn a course southeast. later attempts to locate these wemsels were
unsuccesaful because of bad weather. Our airoraf't, searching for the enesy
ships, bombed Bunda at 1645L, Explosions and smoke wore reported in the
dispersal prea.

Three B-26's dropped 42 100-pound bombs on Bunda at 0920L
Jamary 2lst. Hesulte were not cbserved,

(8) Hew Britain.

Two enemy units of 1 crulser and 3 ID's, on a westerly course,
were pighted on Jamary 20. One unit was 32 miles northeast of Cape St.
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George and tha other,25 miles soutkwest of Cape St. George.
(0) MNew Ouines.
On January 18, Madang rumeay was hit by 2 500-pound bombs

from a B-2,.

At might the same 18 Japanese planes lcipated in
a raid on Buna. Mbﬂlﬁtthtﬁru{dl&;p',b:tmfuﬁﬁ':mh

Our land units withdrew from Guadagasel Eabo area
Jamuary 1B, but are maintaining harassing patrola, ‘En-?l;hsmgthinghh
area is estimated at 900.

On Jamuary 19, 7 B=25"a bombed supply dumps at Ealnhang
airdrome near las, Bursts were observed in the target area. The same day,
a warshouse at Madang and & beached transport at Lae wore bombed by a B-24.
Strafing attacks were carrled cut by our aireraft on Mengrove Islands, just
off the coast south of Goma, and at Kuremada just south of Kususi River,

Berauke received 2 bombs from a Japanese floatplane Jammary
19th. No damage resulted.

(D) 4ustralia.
On Jammary 19, two ememy aireraft wers reported over Darwin

in tha afterncon, P-40's unsuco ttacked
ot 4 sssfully a one ensmy plane epproaching

0. 0.8, Submarive fleports.
An 83, returning from patrol in the southwest Pacifls, reports

2 hits on an enemy merchant vessel. Another 85 reports a hit on an enemy
CA in the pame area.
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An 8,000-ton enemy AK, southeast of the Admiralty Tslands,
wns gunk on January 18 by 2 direct hits, On the seme day, 3 B-24's reached
Babaul Harbor and droppod bombs. The results were noi oboerved, A Catalina
bonbed Gasmata airdrome the sane s with vnobserved resulta,

On Jamuary 18, Pinschhafen and the Mubo area were ralded by
cur planes., BSupply areas at lao were subjected to 2 attacks the same day.

Our PI'a were active at Cape Ward Punt, and one enemy barge
was ounk,

Hllne Bay was raided by 3 Japanese airoraft on Jamary 18,
but no damage was reported.

Enemy troops, on Jammry 18, wers still putting up strong

wmm;mmtﬂmmammm-mt
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(p) HEL

On Jamary 16 Leca, South Timer ccast, directly scuth of
Iaga, wme occupled by Japunese troops and hostile matives. Friendly and
hostdle natives contime fighting in central Timor,

(B) Australia.
The A0 MOBILUBE was torpedoed by

[
tha night of Jamuary 18. The ship was still afloat, and
assisting., The pame day a small AK was sunk in the same area, probably by

a Japanose 53.
. LS. Submerine Reporta.

An 85, returning from patrol in the southwest Facific, reports
ainking an anemy AK and escort.

R. A. Boona,
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On Jammary 18, three newly arrived ships were observed at Kiska,

II.  Southwest Pagific.
(o) Selomons,

A B=17 on recommaissance Jamary 17 aighted 11 AK's, 4 DD'a,
1 BB, and flying boata in the Buin-Shortland Island area.

(n Jammry 16 Mt, Austen, Guadalcamal, was captured by our

)f-'-f troops, and additional mopping-up attacks were contimuing eatisfactorily.

/ Enemy arme end arsmnition wers destroyed, 150 Jape were killed, and 19 were taken
prisonar,

(B) lew Britadn.

thgrmp of 7 B=-17"s and another of 8 B-17's attacked ahipping
at Fabaul the night of Jenuary 16-17, Thirty-twe 1,000-1b, bombs and 8 500-1b.
bombs were dropped. Two AK's and 2 other vessels received direct hits, and
poseible direct hits or near missos were reported on an AF and another vesasl,
mmmght-mm AA fire made asccurate observation difficult, A
new ruwmay at Vunapope, and the airfields at Vumalmnan and Malaguma were bombed
and strafed,

On Jammary 17, 9 B-24'e bombed the airdromee at Gasmata and
Cape (Gloucester. On the mame day an AK escorted by a DD, south of the pAdmiralty
Islands, was attacked by a B-24, Three near misses on the ships were reported,

(c) Hew Oudnes.
Hedang, Finschafen and Lae wers bombed by a B-24 on Jamuary 17,
A direot hit on & warehouse at Wadang started a fire. The same day & B-25'p
-1la b
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started fires in the stores area at lge, and the Membare River area was strafed
by 3 Boatona.

Cape Eillerton was captured on Jamuary 17. On Januvary 18,
ths Sanananda area along the coast was in the possession of our troopa. Some
Japansse forces remained pocketed in the area inland from Samananda,

On Jammary 17, at Milne Bay, 24 enemy medium bombers, escorted
by 10 Zeros, scored direct hits on ocur rummy and destroyed some of cur aireraft,
Six fuel dumps and the same mmber of wehlcles were destroyed, but casualties
were alight. Interception by four P=39's was unsuccessful,

Port Moresby was raided on the night of Jamary 17, but no
details were reported.

(o) HE.I

On January 16, s reconnaisssnos plane reports enemy aireraft at
Laha airdrome, Ambon, and 2 AK's in the harbor at lMacassar,

IIr. 0.8, Submarine Reports.

An 88 returning from patrol in the scuthwest Facific reports sinking
two combined cargo-passenger vessels, A pecond 53 damaging an AD, scoring
hita on two large AK's and a amall AK in the same area, Another 58 reporte sink-
ing 1 DD, 1 AV and 2 AK's in the west Pacifie,
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| Two Catalinas bombed installations at KEahili airdroms, Puin,
the night of 156 and early in the morning Jamary 17, Ome fire wan
started, Five B-17's bombed Kahili airdrome Jamary 16, scoring hits on the
rummy and starting two large fires,

The same day, 4 B-17's attacked Ballale, bombing both revet-

I ment areas and the rummy. One large fire wms started. AA fire was encountered
from the Shortland Island area, and 15 enemy planes intercspted, but there wus

{ At 17251 January 16, 4 B-26's attacked Munda, but no results

tow Ueorgla, An iK was hit in another strike and laft burning. Thirty eneny
planes were shot down, 'nd 8 of our planes are nissing,

On Jamary 16, there was another enemy air raid over Cuadal-
canal, but no details were roported.

' (B) Hew Britein - New Ireland.
Gasmata airdrome was attacked by 3 B-24's on Jamuary 15, and
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was shot down.
(C) Hew Guinea.
Our troope had withdrawn from Mubo on January 16 and were
consolidating at approximately four miles south of the willage.
Wewak, Madang, Finschafen and Lae were subjected to air
attacks on Jammry 16,
HMine Bay was attacked by 23 enemy bombers on January 16.
Our patrol craft off Cape Ward Hunt area, January 13, were
subjected to a torpedo attack by submerged enemy 53. Fone of our ships were
hit,
(0) HEI
A B-2L over Asboina on Jamuary 16 was intarcepted by 2 Zeroce,
one of which was possihly deatroyed.
i, day v bengul,.
On Janmary 15, heavy U.S5. bombera attacked an enemy comvoy scuth of
Rangoon. A 7,000-ton AE was hit. The crew was abandoning ship, the vessel was
in a sinking condition when our planes left. Another AE, of 5,000 tons, was
damaged, but contimued under its own power.
IrI. 0,5, Submarioe Heports.
One of our 58's, returning from patrol in the western Pacific area,
reports sinking 14,000 tons of enemy shipping.
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I. Southwest Faolifio.
(a) Solomon Iplandg.

! At 1915 L Jammary 15, an enemy plane, with landing lights
on, sneaked in with our returning flights at Ouadalcanal, and dropped 4 to 6
bombs close to the strip where our planeswere landing, One Grummen was damsged,
and 3 pen were injured. A second raid, at 2050L, consisted of 2 ememy planes

which dropped 3 bombs, No damage resulted.

bombed

§ Eoon O8 It nas [ T
in the G

The following day, at 1255L, 6 B-26"s esoorted by fighters
the rummay at Monda. Lots of black smoke f£illed the target area. AA
fire was heavy, but no planes intercepted the attack.

(B) HNew Dritain - New Ireland.

to attack Rabaul reached thair
objective, on Jammry 15. These dropped 16 500-1b, bombe, with uncbserved
resulte. O(ne B=17 attacked a small vessel off the southeast coast of New
Ireland, and another dropped bombs on the runway at Gasmata. The other three
bombars wera foreed to return because of bad weather,

(c) Hew Guines.
mnﬂmmhmpm,mumu,mm
successfully completed, Enemy headquarters, the W/T station, stores and huts
| were destroyed. mumlﬁumh-w,-uhmmugugﬁh.

On the nights of Jamuary 14 and 15, one enemy madiwm bomber
raided Fort Moresby. Ho damage or casmalties were reported from either raid.

On Jampary 15, one B-24 bombed Finschafen and Fadang airdromes.
Off lae, 6 Zeros intercepted, of which 2 were destroyed and 1 damaged.

On the same day, Beaufighters strafed enemy positions in the
Bambare River delta, and supply dumpe at lae were bombed by B-25's. Resulte

o 36#
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were not ocbeerved.

mmnm,mm resulted
htlllu.l.ﬂuutd uf-rtmm muln;u--u

It reparted Janary 14, that 450 Japanese engineering
troops are ashore at Kaukermn, soutlwest Dutoh New Guinea, probably oonstrusting
a new fighter strip.

) HE.L

On Jammry 15, 3 Hudsons bombed Matkus Island (east Egeron Strait),
Tandisbar Islands,

R. A. Boone,
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I. Southwest Pacific
()" Soloncns
Two midontd fied shdps of ar en=my feoves of 5 OD's amd
3 AK's were seen burning neer Cape Espersnce at 0030 L Jan. 15. The sume
enemy force was trailed to about 65 miles WW of the island on & NW course,
the burning ships proceeding at sbout 20 kmots,

5 DU's were alghted 16 miles ME of Russel Island duriig
the early mroing of the ssme dey. A fire wes started on 1 by 1 hit and
Z near misdos.

At 0735 L, 9 eneny DD's were attacked by 10 SBD'e, 4 7=39's,
and 12 Grummans 10 mies off the E coast of New OJeorgis. 3 direct hits dam-
aged 1 ship very badly and in additlion near miseas were scored on &4 DD's.

12 Zeros attacked our planes, 8 being destroyed. 3 Orummans and 2 P-33's are
missing. 1 SHD sade a forced lauding. AL OF45SL, 5 DD's were sighted about
30 miles NS of the previcus location. 3 DD'e ciicling the other 2 which
were stopped. The remaining 4 DU's of the furce were sean Il of Vella
Vekalla Island at 0950L on & Wi course.

5 epomy UD's were attacked cbout 35 milee SE of Falsi at 1540
L, 9 B-17's, & P-40's, 4 P-39's, and € P-38': made the attack but did rot make
anr Mts. 12 enemy planes ware destroyed.

At 1745L, 12 5BU's, 7 Garuwmsas and 6 P-39's attacked sn en-
emy AK and sscorting DD 37 miles NV of Munda. 2 Hite and 4 near ndeses set
AK . 12 eneny fighters intercepted and 7 were ashot down. One of
cur planas is missing.

2 enemy bombers were over Quadalcanel Jan. 14, at 1935 L
and 2135 L. MNo damage was reported en the first raid, but thare were per-
sonnel casualties on the 2nd.

3 enamy Zeros were shot down over Gusdalcanal the moraing
of Jan. 15.

Our ground “crces have advancec about 2 miles on the enewy
flanks and on the Nl slope of Mt. Austen, our troops have surrcunded a de-
tachment of 200 Japanase.

2 P-39'p ware over Hekata Bay Jan. 14, and uhuh 1 out

of 3 intercepting enemy planes.
TGN e T
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{(B) MNew Britain
On Jan. 14, 1 B-24 bombed Gasmata.
(C) New Quinea

Salamsua, Madang, Finschafern, und Lae were bombed Jan. 14,
by our planes, At Las, stores and supplies were fired on the beach and
lsrge fuel fires were reported. AA fire was inaccurate. There was no
enemy intsrception.

4 Bostons bombed and strafed the Salamsun - Komlatum track
and & Bostons made a swesep along the coast from Salamaus to Bakumbarl and
strafed native cances at Sachen Bay.

(D) N.E.]I.

A B-24 on recornaissance to the Jendari area in S Celebes
reported 1 12,000 ton AK at Kendari and figh.ers a.d Lombers at the airdrome.
The same plane sighted 12 to 15 float planes at Laca Bay (in Toworo Strait).
Several float planes were anchored at Baubau on the SW tip of Buton Island.
Over Muna Island, the plane was intercepted by 2 enemy fighters and shot 1
down .

1 DU was sighted 25 miles E of Sermatta Island,

R. A: Boone.
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(a) Solomeps.

The enemy was reported to be using Queen Carola Harbor for
shipping on Jamuary 13, with activity toward Schana ITeland at Buksn passage.

A Catalima bombed Sorum (3 milss east of Buka) at 0L0OL
Jamuary 13.
At 14451 Jamary 14, 4 OD's and 3 AK's left Faiel on a south-

sast course. Iine DD's were sighted at 1640L that day ebout 10 miles nerth-
west of Vella Vekalla Island travelling southeast at high apeed.

Ons Catalira was over Hunds for an hour begimning at 0130L
Janoary 14 and dropped bombs and mortar shells, There was heavy AL fire
which did no damage to our plane.

Enemy troops and positions mear Kclmmbors, Cape Esperanca,
mﬂmmm-unwmmmwmpnn:- on Jamary 14.

(B) Hew Eriteln.

On Jammary 13, 1 B-2/ shot down 2 and poseibly a third enemy
fighter out of 6 enoountersd over Gasmata.

unﬂmushtﬂnnthnumdqmmtutlhmh
on an sastarly course.

(0) Do Ireland.

On Jamary 13, 1 B-17 was intercepted by 8 enemy fighters
over Kavieng, but returned safely. Seven shipe including 2 possible Ch's,
3 smaller raval vessels and 2 AK's were in the barber,
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(D) Hew Guines.
On Jamary 11, our troops attacked Mubo,and 116 enemy casualtiss
bave been reperted with action comtiming.
Jamuary 13, 3 B-17's, 4 B-25's, 7 Beaufighters and 8 P-38's
bombed and strafed lae airdrome, stores, barges and docks, Fires were started

on the jetty and direct hite were rade on buildings. There was no inmtercaption.
largs barges are active between Iae and Selamaua.

8ix Bostons bosbed and strafed the Samemands track where strong
sneny defense positions have been encountered., Heavy rains are hindering our

Merauke was raided on Jamuary 13 by 9 enemy bombers with some
damage reported on the jetty.

() Iimer.

On Jamuary 13, Beaufighters attacked Fuiloro, stmfing aireraft,
AL positions and personnel shelters. Iaga was bombed and strafed the same day.

R. A. Boocna,
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gay 8 enemy the
off Guadalcamal the night of Jammry 10-11. Three torpedo hita were
soored on 2 DD's and 2 possibles on & third by FI boata, mmaﬂ
from Cape Esperance to Aruligo with 4 of the DD's relsasing boata

with troops. At daylight Jammry 11, large quantities of fleating supplies
were destroyed in the area, Enemy troop movements from the northwest coast
toward Kolomboma indicate the landing was partly successful.

Our air and pround forces contimue to advance.

An enezy DD was sighted by & Catalina just northeast of lussel
Island at 0130L Jammary 13.

84z B-26's, 8 P-39's and 5 P-38's attacked Relata Bay at 1500L
Jamuary 13. There was no AA fire and no ensmy planes were seen,

Ope Catalina was over Manda the night of Jammry 12-13 dropping
books and flares,
(8) New Britaln.

On Jarmary 11, 2 DD's were escorting a CV porth from Rabaul
at 1045 L, leaving 10 DD's, 1 AO, 45 AK's and oumercus small craft at Rabaul.

Allied reconmaissance planes ware intercepted by
at Gaspata and at Cape Orford on Jamuary 12, Three enemy planes were destroyed
and 1 was possibly destroyed, Our planes returned safely.
(c) Hew Guineq.
nmn.nmmﬁmmmiﬂwmm
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around Madang and that barges were still operating between las and Salamaus,

Las wan attacked by bombers and fighters on Jammary 12, The
airtirons, harbor installations, stores and barges were bombed, and supply dumps
and barges elong the shore were affectively strofed, Ome enemy fighter at Nals-
bang was destroyed.

Bombing end strafing attacks were carried out by our planes a
Madang, Finechafen, S8alamama, Killerton, and at the mouth of Mambare River

on Jamary 12,

[

Y

the
A Catalira reported sncountering 4 probable enemy flying boa
at Q450K January 12, 50 miles east of Buma.

II. U8, Subearine Roports.

One of owr 53's retorning from patrol has reported possible damage
to an cnemy AK in the southwest Pacifio area,

R. A, Boona.
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(&) Solomona.

On Janmary 9, Rokata wae strafed by 5 F-38's and 5 P-40's.
Results were not reported although 1ittle AA resistance was met.

On Jamary 10 it was announced that our land forces wers
contimiin: progress in the Mt. Austen area, against light oppositien,

On January 11, 5 B-26's and 8 P-39's attacked Munda, Results
wore not seen because of clouds, but no enemy planes or activity were noted,

A foree of 12 SED's and 16 Grummans was attacked by 12 Zerocs
between Santa Yeabel and Hew Georglas Islands on Jamery 11, Four Zeros wers
ghot down and 2 others were possibly destroyed. Ome Grumman is miseing.

(B) New Britain,

On January 9, 1 B-24 bombed the comvoy from lae south of Gasmata
and claimed 1 direct hit on an AP with a 1,000-pound bomb, Eleven enemy
intercepted but 2 wers shot down. During the ovening, 5 Beauforts attacked the
convoy and claimed 1 torpedo hit on o CL. Two Beauforte are missing from the
attack, During the night of Jamuary 9-10, 2 Catalinas attacked, and claimed
1 direct hit on an AP with & 250-pound bomb which started a emall fire. Iater
3 B-17's pcored 1 very near miss on an AP off Jacquinot Bay.

(C) Hew Cuinea.

On Jamuary 10, a B-24 attacked Finschafen landing strip, Wewak
and Madang, The same day 6 B-25's and 9 P-38's attacked supply dumps and AA
positions at Lae., Ome building was blown up, and 2 large fires visible 40 miles
resulted, later on January 10, 11 Beaufighters strafed lae airdrome, destroying

u‘?\,ﬂ“‘
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1 grounded fighter and a machine gun position. There was no enemy imterception

and only 4 or 5 serviceable enemy fighters were seen at Lase.

GHY, SWHA estimates onemy air losses in tha las comvoy opera-
tlmhmhmrr&hhm?imluuinhbo!lphmhﬂmduﬂﬂﬁ

probably destroyed.

II. LS, Submsrine Reports.

A U5, 85 returning from patrol in the southwsst Faciflc Area has

reported sinking 2 AK's and damaging 1 other,
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() Solosona.
On Jamuary 9 the following sightings were made:

1., Two ID'a east-northeast of Eista.

2., 0Ope DD headed toward Eleta frem Tonmolel.

3. One CL ard 3 planes northeast of Choiseul Bay.
4. Ome AK in Cholseul Bay.

During the night ¢f Jammary 10-11, 1 Catalina attacked Munda,
causing a large explosion and fire,

At 0030L Jamary 11, a Catalina discoversd 1 cruiser and 3 DD's
between Cape Esperance and 3avo Island, The shipe were later lost in a smcke
goreen and at O400L bad not yet been relocated.

On Cuadaloamal Island, our ground troops and 24 planss coordinated
in a succesaful attack on enemy pesitions Jamary 10.

(B) New Britain.

Seven ships of tho comvoy leaving lae were attacked south of
Bew Britain by B-17's and B-24's without result on the morning of Jamary 9.

(c) How Guinea.

A beached AP and stores along the ahore at Las wora attacked
repeatedly on Jammary 9, with explosions and many fires resulting. Imterceptiocn
was reported imeffective., Bombing and strafing attacks were made on Madang,
las, and Salsmaua on the same day.

A posaibls 83 wan reported sighted off the Mambare river at
0130L Jammary 8.

E. A. Boone.
o
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2 DD's were sighted anchorad west of Buka on Jan. 8.
1 Cruiser and 2 DD's in a 7 ship convoy were reported east of P pass-
aze heoded north and o large AK was seen headed north on the west coast

On the afterncon of Jan. 8, 2 DD's and 1 AK were sighted
heading E.U.E. from Falel and wore sighted periodically until they wers
last peen just off the east coast of Vella Lavella Island en a IL.E. course
at 0850 L Jan. 9.

Catalinas harassed Iunda the night of Jan. 8-9 with bonbs
uﬂﬂmn,nthlwsuibhdincthitmpnrmmubﬁmmnm
Polnt. On the worning of Jan 9, % B-28's, 0 SED's, B P-59'g, ond 8
Crumenng bogbed and gtrafed Munda, 3 fires were storted, and ell funs at
mmmtm ol lemoad, but the extent of the damapge cculd not be

tiew AL pun positions were located east of lunda. All
our planes returned safely.

2 Zeros were sighted flying north in the vieinity of the
Hussel Islands area at 1030 L, Jan. 7, and on Jan. 8, & B-17's boubed
Rekata.

(B) New Iritein

Thare vere no cbservations of shippdng at Rabaul en
Jan. B and Jan. 9.

Enrly in the morping of Jan. 8, our s attacked oan
enegy CC (or large 1D uﬂmnthmahmwim ts. It is possibla
this ship was part of the corwoy attacked enroute to ard at les. .

(C) liem Cuires

Bﬂﬂpﬂnrﬂnw“mmmmme.Bmﬂ
last sizhted about 30 =iles 8. U. of Finachafen on a N.E. course.
hm&mh.ﬂmhm#h.ﬂ,ﬂmmum
ware dofinitely destroyud, 28 probably dostroyed, and
40 damged. Our own losses were annmounced at 6 planes lost and 31 dameged.

las and ledany were bombed and strafed Jan. 9. Ealohamy
airdroma (2 mlles N.E. of lae) is belng prepared for service. -

ssfé?é‘r
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o A possible S5 was mighted off the lambare River mouth at 0150 L

o on Jan, 6.

by the enemy.

(0) M. E. I.

Japanese have roported bullding & base at Vainpapoe
mthnmﬁhmtofﬁombnlﬂm,{lmmhnmtntﬁw].

(E) Chipa .

On Jan. 1, 18 vessels including 2 AO's were observoed in
the Yowloon area at longkong.

II. Indian Ocean

The 4816 ton Greck freighter S. 8. Bugerde Livanos ip overdus
at Dombay, having left Capetown Nov. 27. The ship was travelling inde-
pendently.

hwdmﬂldjmmtiuh:ﬂauﬂ'ﬂmmﬂarbarmmmd
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mmmmwmwnrmmmuuumnm.
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At 1353X, Jamuary 7, 4 B-24's dropped 25 250-1b, bombs at the
sub base at Kisks, The results were not cbserved, Fighters and B-25's on
the same mission turned back because of weather conditions. Five planes
were cboerved on the beach at Kislm, while 4 unidentified planes were in

Small villages south of Eieta (east Bougainville) were bombed
by 5 B-17's on January B, Two of 12 seros which intercepted were shot down.
411 our planes returned safely, but three were daraged.

On Jamuary 7, 12 P-39's and 6 B-26's dropped 72 100-1b. bombs
on Rekata Bay. This attack was scheduled for Munda, but as Munds was closed in,
the planes proceedsd to Rekata. Two of 6 seros on the water were damaged, and
a large fire started. Heavy AA fire shot down the lesding B-26, and three

Ganmata was bombed and strafed by one Catalina on Jamary 7,
uuhgmﬂnhmmmt;ntammm.hmﬂtmw-ml
smallar fires,

C. HNew Quines.

At 1400L, Jamumry 7, the Japanese comvoy previously reported
mads up of 2 Ol's, 4 DD's and 4 AP's was driven into lae, Strong air cov-
was furnished by planes operating probably from lae and Gasmata, Two
AP's were definitely sunk, and others damaged. According to the South-
Pacifie commnique, an additiomsl AP was sunk. The landing area, barges,

-1= 5‘1\
1!\"5;“-

Hhe

o
Ex




. 0 Wl
i ‘3“5

1 L]
@
o

4P
and wore constantly subjected to bombing and strafing attacks.
Ias airdrome was bombed twice om Jamary 7. Ome medimm bamber
was set afire oo the ground, and a blast bay containing 2 sarce and a medimm
mw.wuﬁ, starting a large fire on the rumay,

Thirteen Beaufighters sank a small whaler off Finschafen the
samé day. Fifteen seroe intercepted, of which 2 were damaged,

n' m.

On Jammary 7, 2 small vessels and a possible AQ were cbeserved
unloading supplies at Iauten (northesst Timor, 20 miles east of Iaiwai),

E- ..'. m-
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At 1345 W, Jamvary 6, 5 B-24's bombed the enemy 55 base at Einka,
Some smoke was seen, but bad weather prevented further cbservation of results.

Recent bombings at Buka damsged 11 medium bombers cnd destroyed
g large search light. Tirber and building materials have been taken to Kieta.

Four B-26's and 9 P-39's bombed Munda airfield and vicinity during
the morning of Jarmary 7. Poesible hits were scored on 1 bomber and 2 AA guns,
and large fires were seen in the area. AA fire was light and imacourate. There
was no damage to our planes.

Qorrecticon: In yesterday's Summary for "44 flying beata" road,
nj AL-angined flring boata®.

(B) New Bxitein.

6 ond the communique of
err'?,than-ruwligmdmthufmarimhmamryﬁnlﬂuukm
following night by B-17's, B-24's, B-26's and
was sunk, another disabled by a direct hit wue
m.hpdmﬂummhwmnt,m:ﬂﬂ.rdhrguumhuﬁlrhit. Eight-
-nmmmmmmmm,smmw,am
Lmﬂmw. Dur losses were described ms relatively light, and our attacks
are .

One B-24 bosbed Gasmmte the night of Jammary 6-7, starting a
large oll fire. *

(C) Hem Guinea.
On Jamuary 6 work was being dono on the airfield at Wewak, whero
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7 pruhhla%h‘bu‘ blast bays were under construction, AA fire wase noted from
the town as well as the airdroma.

Villages near Finschafen have besn cccupled by the enemy, the
mative inhabitants evaouated, and prohibited from emtering Finschafen proper.
Two thousand men are reported in the area, and continual small boat actlvity has
been noted between Lae and Finschafen.

The officlial SWPL communique of Jammary 7 reported Samananda as
baing eompletely enveloped, and the enemy forces there gradually being reduced.
The communique states that with the alimimation of this point
been cleared of the enamy.

(0) H.E.I

An enemy torpedo boat was bombed by 3 Hudsoms off Toel, Tal
fsland on Jammry 6. Ome direct hit amldahips was reported.

Fhoto reconnaissance on Jamuary 2 showed an elsborate tremch
system at Sammlaki on Tanimbar Island,

R. A. Boona,
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(o) Bolemong.

Villages in the Buin area are being raided by eneny parties
accompanied by mativea.

On Jamuary 6, 4 B-17's attacked the Buln-Faisi area with the
fellowing results:

1, An ensmy AP was attacked off Faurc Island, Ona possible
hit on the stern, and 3 mear misses were reported.

2. Buln airdrome was attacked., Damage could not be ascertained,
3, Two large and 2 emall warships were seen in Tomolei Harbor.
4. One DD was seen off Fauro.
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dostroyed J1 probable and 1 possible.

Photo reconmaissance at the time of the above raild showed a
total of 87 ships including 13 possible DD's in Rabaul Harbor ard vicinity.

Two of thees ships were shown to be afire and a third was listing and smoking.
Three miles east of Kakopo (southeast of Rabaul), the Japenese
are constructing a new 6,000 foot landing strip. Tenm to 12 fighters and 10

podium bombors were seen at Vunakanau om Jamary 6.

pana
northwest of Buma, Air sotivity contimued throughout Jamuary 6, with our planes
over las, Salamaua, Sapaninda and the mouth of the Amboga rlver.

Port Moresby had an air raid alarm about noon on Jamary 6.
Details are lacking.

(0) ZIimer.

Photo reconmaissance confirms reporta of improvement on the
airdrome at Dilli and the presence of fighters there. Enemy air activity and
reconnaissance were noted from Ecepang.

II. 1S, Submarine Reports.

U.5. submarines returning from patrol in the Western Facifio re-
ported ainking 2 enemy DD's, 3 AK's, 1 AP and £ barges.
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Onsmats was bombed by one B-24 on armed reconnaissance on
Jamuary 4, and the same plane strafed a small schooner at Cape Ewol, 80 miles

south of Rabaul. Results were not seen,

(c) Mow Quines.
On Jamary 4 our planes were in the following actions:
1., Bombing attack on Samamanda point,

2, 8Strafed the Samamanda-Soputa track and west bank of tha
Anboga river.

3. Bix B-25's and 6 Bostons attacked Lae, bombing and
strafing the airfield and surrounding areas.

4e A B-2i on armed reconnalssance bombed ILae,

5« Finschafen and Madang were attacked by a B-24, At
Finachafen a schoonar was bombed and gtrafed.

6. Mobo and Komlatum (inland and southwest of Salameus)
wore strafed by 7 Beaufighters.

Cape Nelson was attacked by enemy bombers on Jammary 4, and
one was shot down, ¥

(0) * Zimor.
Roads and villages in the Iaivai-Bancau-Basco area were

strafed by 2 Beaufighters with uncbserved results on January 4. AA of the
Bofors type was encountered at Iaga. Onme sero and 1 transport wehicls were

destroyed on the ground at Fulloro airfield by 4 strafing Beanfighters the
same day.
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Twenty-six ships, including & BB's (or GA's), 5 CL'e, 6 AK's
and 9 unclassified vessels were reported in the Buin-Tonolei area Jamuary 3.
Five B-17"s attacked a BB (or GA) of this group scoring near misses but ene
countering heavy AL fire from the ships. All our planes returnsd, although 2
were badly damaged. A later ssarch was unsuccesaful because of bad weather.

Japanase reported still at Tinputs (northeast Bougain-
rﬂlnn.]udiu‘-amu;:ﬁdingmm:cw:( i

On Jamary 3, mative information raported barges being unleaded
nightly at Vila Flantation (tentatively loecated cn the southeast end of Kulam-
bangera Island)., Two gun positions are located mear Vila Point and A4 batteriess
are active theras,

Jamary 3, 7 B-26"s and 8 P-39'c attacked Munda. No enemy plansa
were intercepted but 1 B-26 was shot down by the heaviest AL fire yet encoumterad
in the area. Two Catalinmas and 1 B=17 raided the field the night of
Jamary 3-4 and on the afterncon
ancther raid, AA fire wmaa

» Was seen on the ground. From 0030L to 0215L, Jamuary 5, 2 Catalimas

8
5
g
%
1

. 0o Jamumary 3, our ground forces on Guadaleamal were reparted
contimiing attacks in the Mt, Austen area, gaining high ground
rear, Six enemy counter-attacks were turned back with 150

(B) Hew Britain.
There is still a comsiderable concemtration of shipping

E’E‘
:

at hhﬂ-

(0) Hew Guines.
In the Buna area our troops now hold all positions except for

o
b Lk o,




a small area inland from Sanamanda Foint on the track to Soputa.

(0) HE.J.

New AL and machine-gun positions have been discovered at
Saumlaki! on Tanishar Island,

I, 1.8, Submerdne Reports.

One of our submarines, returning from patrol, reporta sinking one
and possibly 2 enemy AE's in the western Facifis,

R. A. Boona,
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The 8.3, THOMAS EDISON (7,100-ton U.S, cargo wessel), which
has been stranded pince early Decomber on Fishuata Votoa Island where salvage
;mﬂﬂmm,-nouﬂnhhmﬂdhrlm, JAnuATy

(B) Solomon Islands.
At 2340 L, on Janmary 11 0.8, FI''a enoountered 8 ensay
DD'a in isclated attacks off Guadal Eighteen torpedces were fired, and

u-hitmﬂ;lndm:tﬁundthrupﬂhbhﬂmmﬂm Ons PT was
damaged during a bombing attack by enmemy aircraft. Ho ensmy troops are be-
lieved to have landed, but suppliss were thrown in ths water to drift ashore.
Our FI's and PO'e destroyed all visible supplies in the water the following

:

Op Jammry 2, a foreo of B B-26's escorted by 11 fighters
ptrafed enemy float planes at Ralmta Bay.

(o) Bew Britain.
It is now reported that a large enemy warship mas hit during

2 U.H.I##“
3
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the ettacks on Rgbaul, Jammry 1,

On Jaruery 3, 53 AK's, 18 warships and 21 smaller vessels
were gighted in Habaul barbor by our air recomnmaissance.

A SWALC oommunique reports a U.8. heavy bomber attack on
shipping and barbor installations at Rabanl the same day. HNo results were

(D) [Hew Guines.

A foree of 38 of our medimm bombers and fighters attacked
lae alrdrome, January 2. Several fires werse started and cbe ensmy plans was
destroyed on the ground,

Salamaus and Sananands were attacked by our planes the same
day, but no detalls were given,

Buma Misgion bas fallen to cur troops. Enemy positions be-
tween Seniml Creek and the dispersal bays northwest of the %old strip” have
been cleared ocut. Just west of Girops Polnt, one small pocket of enemy
troops remains, and these are completely surrounded by our farses,

1. IS8, Jubmerine Reports.

A U.5, submarine, returning from patrol in the southwest Pacifie
area, roports attacking a smll snemy comvoy escorted by a DD and 2 corvettes,
Two torpedo hits were scored on the DD and one on an AE, Resulta were not
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Sunmary at of 030U, Jan, 8, 1943

Is Northweat Pacific

Qur eir reconnaissance over Eiske January 1 reported & flont
Zeros on the beach and 6 float Zeros in the air. No other changes were
reported except this inmcresse of enemy air streagth.

1I. Southwest Paoifioc
(A) Sclomon lalands
muary 2, 2 CL's or lerge DD's, 6 DDy, and & AK's
woere obaerved im the Buin-Falel ares.

. - At 1706L of the sems day, 10 DD'e, courss 120°, were sighted
50 mlles M.W. of Rendowva Inlsund. At 1800L, 9 8BD's g@scorted by fighter
planes attaocked the 10 DD's approximstely 20 miles 5.%. of Munda. A direct
bit wns scored en two shipa, snd & nesr mise on another. Ome DD was loft
bur badly end a seoond appeered to bs sinking. The ships changed from &
130" course and headsd toward Hunds, 10 Zsrcs protected tha ships. One erc
was destroyed end two Orummens are missing. The foroe of Di's wes reported
off Cape Bsperaccs (N.W. Guadalcenal) during the night of January 2-3.

6 B=26's and 9 dive bombers escorted by fighter plmnes bombed
Munda on Jamuary 2. Hits wers made on gun emplacemsuts, ruoways, sod a

building.

On the morning of January 3, & foroe of our plemies were unable
to looate the Japanese DD's believed retiring from Cape Esporance. At O726L
these planes bombed Munda, No ensuy plunes were in the uir or on the field,
and all our planes returnsd safely. Hits were soored on AA emplacements and

other installations.

On January 1 e coast watcher saw a large 53 surface West of
Vella Lavella Island.

Cur lorces, concantrating om Jap stronghelds, sre foroing ths
snemy to moadjust pesitlons in the Mount Ausben aree. On Jenuary ¥, it wes re-
ported that an idditional 30-35 euewy troops had besn killed,

(B) Yew Eritaln

The airdromss and shipping at Habaul wers subjeoted to four
predawn attacks on Jamuary 1. Heavy bombers reided Vunakansu sirdrome, Lalkunai
airdrome and ememy shipping in the harbor, 5 AP's ware hit and get afire.
Some of these planss on the return trip bombed the airdroms at Oasmata destroying
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an enemy plane ou the ground, |

Two 10,000 ton vossels were cbaerved the @ame day at the south of
St. George Channel on & ocurse of 230°,

(C) New Guinea
=maun wis bombed on Janusry 1 and egain on January 2. The customs
building was destrojyed by direet hit, and fires were started in othar
buildings.

on JmWnﬂ fighting was continuing im the area betwsan
the mouth of the Oreek snd Giropa Polat whers our foroes are trying

to glear out the remsining Japs.

It is reported that Tufi (5.B. of Buna) wea raided by 12 snesy
dive bombers on Janusry l.

(D) Timor
anuary 1 Beaco and Lore (5.E. Tixor) had besn cceupled by the
snsxy. Large enemy supply dumpo are roported et Laga and Leival (N.E. Timor).
I1I1. U.5. Submarine Reports
A U.5, submarime returning from petrol duty in the Southwast

Pacific area reports sinking aa enemy AR of 8360 tons and poesibly demaging
another of 4,000 tons.
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() Solomon Islands.

On Dee. 51, Catalinas oade nuisance ralds on Duka, Duin,
and lunda.
On Jan. 1, & D-17 or. recormaissance sighted 4 Hi's (or

CA's) end G DD's on o 11.E. courso just west of Shortland Islend. 2 DD's,
2 AK's, and 1 AP wers seen in the Shcrtland-Tonolel area.

on the sww day, & D-26's, § P-5E's, & P-390's and 4 P-40's
raided lunda, dropping borbs on the runwey and Mving arcas.

Our dive borbers dropped over 4 tons of bombs on what
vac believed to be an enony division lleadquarters near Kolumbona on
Cuadaleanal .

(B) lew Irelopd.

1 Fhabo?'n;hlu reconnadssance at Ksvieng on Dec. 51,

. chowed 3 00's (or CL's) and 1 AE, Intense activity wes noted on
girfield where additional revetments and diapersal areas were being con-
etructed. 50 borbers and 23 fiphtere were on the fiold.

(c) -

MW on: both Dec. %0 and Dec. Bl, an old-
type berber or sdr-transport belng et afire in the latter raid. Om
Dac. 51, a 024 en armed reconmaissarce attacked en enamy ship in St.
Georpes Channel, and an enooy 55 in Tide Bay. On the saoe day, photos
i showed construction work progressins on a rummey parallel to the old

f strip at Cape Gloucester.
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L. lecthwest Incific.

At 100 X Dacomber 30, 14 P-38%s and 3 B-25's discovered 2 recently
arrived eseuy AN's or AF's and 3 probabls midget subs in Kiske harbor, Our
fighter attack wa intarecpted Ly 4 fleat Zaros, end two F-38'p ware shot down,
and 1 Zaro crashed iz the water. Ons B-25 wes shot domm, while the cther tmo
unloaded “cebs on the eneny ships. The results were wnoboerved. A% L4L7 X
the saze day, a U.S. Torce of 5 heavy and 8 oedlum bembera etruck agaln et
the enesy ships, and 3 dirsut hits ware scored on one and 2 on the other. Ooe
#loet %ers intercepted, but all our planes returnsd safely although scee mlnor
demags and casmlitios wers pustained. & Catelina on a reseue nission landed
in the visinity of the crashed B-25, but hap pot returned to ite base.

II.  pouthwesy Rcific.
A) Salopog Islunds.

At 0950 L, Desewbor 29, 12 SED's ard 4 P-29's protected
10 fighters attacked 2 enesy AX's off the southeast portion of Vangunu
(Bew Oeorgia). HNo direct kits were scored by bowbs, but the shipe were
afire by strafing, At 1305L a second attack by 12 3BIV'e, 8 P-39"s and 8 Grume-
mann resulted in B direct hits om the vessels. Explosions and fires mace both
ships & total loss. Theres was no intarseption and mo A/A fire. ALl our planes
raturnad safely.

A U.8. rocomeissance plane cbeerved 5 submerged possible
nidget sube at Narovo lagoon (north of Vangunu Island) on Dececber 20.

The following day Munda airdrome was attacked by 6 3-26's
protacted by 4 P-38's, 4 P-9's and 4 Grumsars. Reoults were unobserved.
Ho Jap planss were seen, sid A/A fire wmae heavy but insffective. Omo B39
landed in the water on the way to the turget, bui the pilot reached shore
safaly.
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Air photos, Decerber 30, reweal 75 large and pedimm-aized
ensmy ships in Rabapl s including 7 DD'g, 3 FI's, 2 55"s, 1 CM, and
5 patrol omaft. Twenty sremy bombars, 13 fighters, and &« newly complsted
rummny appeared in an air photo of Vunalenau sirdross.

(c) New Yulass.

On Docmbar 30, Vesak alrfiold was etrafed by & B-24 cm zo-
sonnalssance, and L trucks on the runway wers set afire.

Isa sirdrome wus attacksd twice on Decouber 30 by a B=24 .
Upe bomber and other probably unsarviceable plavee wore destroyed on
the £ rald, ard tiree e-eny eireraft were destroyed wwvi one damaged on the
sscond attnok,

The sase duy tha Salemaus arce wme stiafed by 3 Bostora, and
& building wao destroysd at Sadang by a B-24.

Merauks (south Dutch Few Gulnea) was bombed and strefed by

22 boobers, There wers no military sasvalties, but half the tosmalip
s . Thesa were the 2irst definitaly Japanese crmy air types In thie
area.

On Decamber 31, macording %o a SWPAC commmnique, our fightors
and bambers strafed las airdrome destroying 4 epeny bombers and 1 Zers on the
ground and inflioting additioml heavy damage to ground Installations. In an
ongagement betwsen 11 PA-38'c and 12 Zercs, 9 of the emesy planes were zhot

and two wore damaged, Two of our planes were demaged but returnsd eefely,

down
oy On Dacember 31, ows pround trcops in the Bume area wers holding

landing strips, and mort of the ensmy positions eleng the beash bad been
eliminnted.

(o) Zimer.

Five enomy veosels were observed at laivel. December 30. A
large unidentified vessel passed laivel heading east.
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