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I. Horthrestern Paoific

At 1322 W March 28, Kiska was attacked by 6 B-24's and 6 B-2E's
escorted by 11 P-38's. Bomb hits were obeerved on the rumway and main ocamp
area and the fighters strafed enemy gun installations. 4 Allied planes wers

slightly damaged by A/A fire.
I1. Southwestern Paoifio
(A) Solomon Islands

2 B-17's set out to attaok the Buin area during the sarly morn-
ing of March 30. 1 plane dropped 8 600-1b. bombs on Kahill sirdrome and the
other failed to remocl: the intended but bombed the rumway and a gun position at
Vila. !

phs of Falsl after the raid March 29, reveal a total of
14 flout plenss, 4 of which were damazed. & or 6 others probably sank.

Ao Allied 8BS evacusted approximately 60 women, ohildren, and sold-
lers from Teop, EE Bougainville Island.

(B) Few Britain-New Ireland

On ¥arch 20, 5 B-24's set out to attack shipping S. of tho Ad-
miralty Islands. 1 pleane had mechanioal difficulties and the others failed
to looate the target so 24 6500-1b. bombe were jottisoned.

The sams day,a B-17 on reconnaissance borbed the dispersal ares
at Gasmats and & Catalina hit a possible dump at Cape Gloucester causing an
exploaion,

Alr reccnnaissance on March 29, sighted 4 wunidentified vessels
approximately 60 miles 50 of Kavieng. The ships were heading 5f. The follow=-
ing day at 0900 K, 4 onemy DD's covered by Zoros were sighted approximately
150 miles SW of Kavieng heading E. Theso vessels were possibly the enemy LD's
which were reported attacked off Finschhafen during the night of March 28-30,

in a SNPAC commumique.
(C) Now Ouinea

During the night of March 28-28, 7 E-26's set out to attack an
epery S8 reported at Las Harbor. Decause of weather and mechanical difficulties,
8 planes failed to reach tho target and the Tth dropped flares nesr Las runway.
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Before devn on March 20, 6 enemy bombers atteskod Oro Bay and
scme damage resulted to docks and a fuel dump was hit and destroyed.

The same deay, 1 of our B-1T's on resconnaiseance dropped bombs
on Madang and strafed villeges near Baidor,®5 of Madang,

in enomy reconnaisssnce plene over Dobodura (10 sdles inland
from Buna) was intervepted by our fighters sad the enexmy plaro was shot down.

Enemy planes again ralded Oro Bay during the eerly morning of
March 30, but no damnge resulted.

Acoording to s SHPAC communique, o foroe of our heavy bomhera
attecked a conwvoy of enemy DD'a off Finschhafom during the night of March 29-
30. A direet hit was reported on the sterm of 1 DD which soverely damaged
and possibly sank the vesasel.

(D) ¥H.E.IL.

Tosal end nolghboring villages in the Kedl Islands wors bosbed
and atrafed Ly 8 Hudsons March 20. Rasults ware not obsarved,

R.A. Boome.
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I. Southwestern Faciflo
(A) Bolomon Islands

At 0820 L, on March 29, 5 P-38's snd 1 P40 attacked the enemy sen-
plane tase et Palsi and eet afire § to 7 enemy planes. An enemy DD was sightad
SE of Falei on the return trip and ocur planss heavily atrafed the veagsl from o

low altitude and left tho wossel amoking. Ths mast of the DD ul&gﬂ off threo
feet of wing from one P-38, but this damage feiled to interfere the perform-

ence of the plane which roturned eafely with the othera.

(8) Her Britein-New Irsland

On March 29, one of our reconnalssance planes sighted an enemy
force of 2 DD's, 2 AP's, 3 AK's, and an auxiliary vessel 60 miles SW of Havieng.

The ships werc heading Hi.

(n Mareh 280 , a B-1T7 dropped bomba cn Gasmata runway and a Cata-
lina bombed and strafed cnemy working partles on Cape Gloucester alrdrome.

(C) New Gulnea

Uadans was bombed by o B-17 March 28, and hits were scored in the
building arean. The sams plens strafod 2 enemy motor barges N. of Finschhafen
and 1 was left burning.

Firea wors started at the airdrome and the wharf area of Finsch-
hafen by a Cataline the samo day.

Las and Salamaua were bombed and strafed by 4 B-26's during the
night of March 27-28, but results were not obeerved. Onme of our plenes is mis-
sing.

During tho early morning of March 27, 2 enemy plenes sttacked
Eurireda, on Allied position 20 miles inland aleng the Marbare River. No damngoe
reaulted.

(E) Australia

On Maroh 28, an Allied reconnoissance plane reperted that an enomy
85 opened fire on 1t 120 miles E. of Gladstonma.

R+As Boome.
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I. BHorthwestern Faolfio

At 0803 W March 26, our surfese vessels sighted a Japanese naval
foroe of 2 CA's, 2 CL's, 4 DD's, and 2 AP's approximately 150 miles W. of Attu
and heading E. Our ships engaged the enemy {rom 0900 W to 1220 W, at which
time contect wae broken and ocur ships proceeded eastward and the enemy probably
turned to the W. 1 evemy CA was hit by gunfire and probably by a torpedo, and
was firing from only 1 turret when cction was discontinued. There were also
probable hits on an enemy CL. Some damsge wes reported to our shipas.

Our heavy and medium bombers escorted by fighters searched for
the enemy shipe throughout the afternocn, but were unable to locate them. Dur-
ing the morning, a PBY had sighted o third eonemy AP N, of the main foree.

Late in the afternoon, a PBY reported sighting 2 enemy AK/AP's Wi. of the orig-~
inel position of ths task foree, but bad weather and epproaching darkness forced
our planes to return to their base,

The follewing day, our hoavy and medium bembers searched W. of
Attu for the enemy surface vessels but no contacts were made and no new enemy
shipping was obeerved at Attu.

I1. Southwestern Facific
(A) Solomon Islands

At 0410 L Mareh 20, 13 TBF's, 7 P=1T's, and 5 B=-24's mede g co-
ordinated atteck on enomy positions in the Buin area. Heavy bombs were dropped
slong the ooast and on EKahili airdrome where hits were observed.

(B) Fow Irelend

Fhotographs taken March 26 show 2 CA's and 1 AK at anchor 8 milea

SW of Kavieng. These chips were errcnscusly reported yestordey ss 2 DD's end
an AX 20 miles 5 of Cape Mstanalem, Hew Hanover Islaend,

(C) Few Guineca

Malahang airdrome at Las, Salamaus, and Mubo were heavily bombad
and strafed by 6 A-20's on March 26, Heavy A/A fire was encoumtered but no
enemy planes attempted interception. Exploaions and fires resulted. - 1 A~20
was damaged and foroed to land in the sea.

The following day, an AX in Bogia Harbor (halfway between Wewal
end Madeng) was attacked by a B-24 on reconnaissance.A direot hit and 2 neer
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misses with 600-1b. bombs were reported nnd the ship's deoks were strefed, e
Lae wes bombed by 4 A=20's with unobeerved results.

Bune and Ore Bay were raided by an enemy plane on March 27, but
no d apage or cmsublties resulted,

Allied patrols report that both benke of the Warie River and the
Donn sirstrip have been ovacuated by the enemy.

256 Jap medium bomrnr{:‘i to 16 dive bombers esoorted by fight-
ors sttacked shipping end shore facilities et Oro Yarch 28. 9 ohips wers
hit end a dook was demaged. Our fightsrs intercepted the enomy foroe and do-

stroyed 13 enemy plenes and 10 others wers probably deatroyed.
(p) F.E.I.

On Mareh 27, 2 B-24's bombed Saumlaki, Tanimbar Islands, caus=
ing damage among bulldinge and along ths waterfront.

The following day, 2 Hudsons attacked l:.mrg positions et Dobo,
Aroe lslands, end a B-26 bombed Langgosr, Kal Islands. Results were not ob-
served.

(E) Ellice lalanda

At 1064 M on Maroh 27, 2 Allied fighters intercepted 4 enemy
borbers 20 miles N. of Fumafuti, Ellice Islands, 1 enemy bomber was definitely
destroyed and enother emomy plene was prcbably hit., The enemy planes dropped
no bombs and we sufferod no losses.

I111. 4Allied Sulmarine Reports

Aoccording to a Netherlands Admiralty ocommmnique, 1 of thelr SS8's
operating in the Far East sank a Japanese supply ship of 4,000-tons.

A U.3. 53 in the Southwest Pacifio area reports sinking or dem-
azing 2 ehips of an escorted enemy convoy of 6 ships.

R«A.Boone,
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I. Korthwestern Paocifio

On March 25, a B<24 on reconnaissance dropped 8 500-1b. bombs
oo snemy positions at Attu. Results were not reported.

The following day, 4 B-25's bombed radar instellations and the
Mailn Camp area at Kiska. Hits were observed in the target area.

On March 27, heavy snd medium bombers were over enemy posltions
at Attu snd Kisks but no bombs were dropped beocause of poor visibility.

II. Southwestern Paoifio

(A) Bolomon Islands

On March 26, 4 DD's, 4 AK's and 1 corvette were obserted in
the Buin - Falsi area.

9 THF's escorted by 12 fighters attacked Munde at 1512 L,
March 27. 4 1000-1b, bombs and 80 100-1b. bombs wers dropped starting 1

fire and destroying e dump.

At approximately the same time 9 other TBF's escorted by 10
fighters dropped heavy bombs starting fires in the revetment area at Vila.
Light A/A fire was encountered at both Munda end Vila end 1 TBF was hit. All
our planes returned safely.

Enemy positions at Ugalli, NE Rendova Islend, were attacked the
sane day by 6 SBD's acoompanied by 7 fighters. Heavy bombes were dropped and
the area was thoroughly strafed, destroying a large house and probably des-
troying 2 other buildings. No A/A fire wes encountered and all our planes
returned.

Approximately 7 enemy planes were over our airfield at Guadal-
canal during the night of Merch 26 ~ 27. Only 2 airoraft dropped bombs which
osused slight demaged in the cemp area end killed 1 msn and injured 13 others.

(8) Wew Britain - New Ireland

Fhotos of Rabeul Harbor takem March 28, reveal a total of 66
enemy vessels, inoluding 8 DD's, 2 AD's, 7 8S's, 1 AS, 1 AM, 3 PC's, 3 tenders,
€ AD's and 30 AK's, totaling 186,000 tons.
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The same day, a B-17 on reconnaissance reported sighting a pose
sible CV of 6000 tons, 2 CD's and 1 AK at Kavieng Harbor.

2 DD's and 1 AK were sighted by sir reconnaissance 20 miles SW
of Cape Matanalem, Hew Hanover Island. The vessels were not moving.

(C) Rew Guinea

During the early morning of March 26, ® B-17's attacked the
town and shipping at Wowek. A 4000-ton enemy AK was damaped by elther direot
hits or near misses. Other heavy bombs were droppod in the wharf area and
on the airdrome with unobserved rosults.

Lae, Salamaua and Mubo were heavily nttmoked by Bostons and
Besufighters the sume day. Flires were started and an M/G position silenced
by strafing.

On Meroh 26, Seldor, 60 miles 5.E. of Madang, was reported
oocupied by the enemy.

Merauke wus attacked by 7 enemy planes st 1407 L, March 26.
Bombing and strafing nttacks damsged bulldings.

(D) Canton Island

2 enemy planes bombed eirfields at Canton lsland from 0ld4 X
to 0216 X, March 26, Bombs destroyed 1 Allled plane but no casualties re-
sulted. 4 P-39's unsuccessfully attempted interception.

(E) oOilbert Islands

6 Cetalinas dropped 24 6500-1lb. bombs on enemy positions at
Hauru Island prior to the ettmok of the B-24's previously reported. Results
were not observed.

H« A« Boone
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I, HNorthwestern Paoific

A fifth attack, previously unreported, was made on Kiska on March
. 24. 4 P-38's bombed the main camp area, scoring hits on targets. Intense Ad
fire wos enocountered but without deamage to our planes, all of whish returned.

Three attacks were made on Kiska on March 26, The first was a
low level attack on the seaplane hangar and camp area by 4 P-38's. The attack
was a complete surprise with no AA being encountered. Enemy personnel were
strafed while o shelter. The second attack wes made by § B-26's and 8
P-38's which attac the seme area. The third attack was made by 10 B-24's
which hit the 55 base with 2,000-1b. bombs, and the airstrip and North Head
aree with smaller bombs, One B-24 was slightly damsged but all returned.

11. Southwestern Paciflo

(A) Solomon Islands

On Maroh 26, 8 F4F's sttacked enemy barges and installations at
Roviana Lagoon.

(B) New Britain

Photographic reconnaissencc of Rabaul on Merch 25 showed 48 ves-
sels there inoluding 7 DD's, ¢ SS's, 1 AD, 1 AS, 3 AO's, 1 AM, 29 AP/AK's and
2 unidentified vesssls. At Vunakanau airdrome 13 VB's and 53 VF's were sightod
and at Lakunsi, 16 VF's were seen.

(C) Hew Guinea

On March 25, Lae was bombed by 1 B-17 in the mo , and by
another in the afternoon, with unobserved results. Stores and dings at
Salamaua were bombed by 5 A-20's at dewn the sams day.

2 Allied fighters intercepted and shot down en enemy medlum
bomber on reconnaissance Dyke Acklend Bay about midday on Maroh 26.

(D) B.E.I.

Ambon was attacked by 6 B-24's the afternoon of March 26, Di-
rect hits were soored on the wharf and on 2 medium eised AK's. Large fires
were started in the town area. & to 6 enemy planes intercepted, ome being

destroyed and others dameged. i ‘..ﬁ
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(BE) Weat Coast

An wnidentified S8 was eighted about 36 miles A of Point Cone
ospeion off the California coast on Mareh 26,

(F) ¥auru Island
Nauru Island wae attacked by 5 B-24's on March 26. Bombs were

dropped on the runway, officers' quarters, barracks and off the wharf. 4 fires
were started, Bleok smoke was seen on the runway aroa where planes were be-

lieved hit.
III. U. 5. Submarine E'Ert.

A U, B, 55 has reported a large loaded enemy AP end a trawler sunk
and an AK probably sumk.

R.A. Bocne,

DISTRIBUTION:
Copy No. 1 - COMINCH
Copy Bo. 2 - NAVAL AIDE > il

Copy ¥o. 3 - F~1 (Plans)

Copy No. 4 - SECNAV

Copy No. 6 = Op-18, Op-16-1, Op-16-F
Copy Bo. 6 = Op-16-F-1

Eﬂpy No. T = JIC

Copy No. 8 - MID

Copy No. 9 = MID

Copy Ne. 10 - MID

Copy Ho. 11 - Op-20-8

Copy No. 12 - FILE.



ﬁ’f,mf- NAVY DEPARTMENT

2 Coyy No. 2 of 12 Copies

Offioce of the Chief of Nawval Operations ) 5\&

WASHINGTON
It is requestac that this document be

burn,
o ﬂ?" @8 goon as it hag sarved ity
Pose and that in the meantime it

Japenese Neval Aotivities ' U¢ P/a0ed in any genaras yi,
Summary as ol OB0U, Warch 28, 1943.

I. Northwestern Paoiflo

On March 24, Kieka was attacked four times during the day by a
total of 8 P-38's, 9 B-24's, and 3 B-26's. The new airstrip, North Head, and
Main were bombed and hits were observed in the ldter arcas. A fire
heavy 1 B=-24 was demaged. During one attack, 4 ememy float planes

I1. Southwestern Paoifie

(A) Solomon Islands.

During the early morning of March 24, Catalines bombed the run-
way and dispersal aress at Buka airdrome with uncbserved results.

(B) New Britain.

On March 24, a Catalina and a B-17 on reconnaissance bombed Gas-
mata. Results were not reported.

(C) New Guinea.

A B-17 on reconnalssance March 24, sizhted 3 medium AK's, & small
AK, and 1 DD in the Wewak area. 3 enemy fighters attempted interception, 1 of
whioh was shot down and another possibly destroyed.

Finschhafen runway and buildings near the Laes airdroms were bombed
and strafed by a B-17 on the same day.

At approximately the same time, Beaufighters and Bostons heavily
bombed end strafed enemy positions in the Kubo area, 1 M/G position was
silenoad but results for the most part were unobserved.

Oro Bay and Milne Bay were attaoked March 24, by 1 to 3 enemy
bombers, but no demage resulted.

The Waria River area had apparently been evacuated by the enemy
March 24.

(D) N.E.I.

24, 2 500-ton enemy vessels and a medium AK were sighted
New Guinea. 2 B-26's bombed the vessels and soored a
pear miss on the AK and 1 of the smaller vessels. 3 Zeros attempted inter-
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oeption and 1 of them was damaged in alr ocombat. 5 .
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The same day, Langgoer and other small villages in the Kai Is-

lands were bombed and strafed by 4 B-26's followed by 6 Hudsona, Several
buildings were hit. Another B-Z5 bombed Dobo, Arce Islands, with unobserved

results.
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(A) Solomon Islands

At 2085 L, March 24, 3 E~17's end 18 TBF's bosboed Kahili airdrome
starting fires in the camp and revotment areas. Concentrated searchlight and
A/A barreges were encountered but all our plencs returned.

(B) ¥New Britain

27 B-17's over the Rabaul area before dawn Merch 23, heevily bonbed
Lakunal, Vunekanau, snd Rapopo airdromes. 2 largs fires and numerous small fires
were started in the building end dispersal aress. Enemy 4/A fire wes moderate
to intense and searohlights were motive. Enemy ehippinz wes thoroughly dispersed
throughout the harbor area. 1 8 to 10,000-ton AP off Cape Guzelle heading for
Rabaul was afire as a result of e strafing attack by our planes,

The eame day, Gasmata airdrome wes bombed with unobserved results
by 2 Allied aircraft on reconnalssance.

(C) Hew Guinea

Cn March 23, Salemaua wes raided three times during the day by our
planes inoluding Bostons, B-25's, and a B-24 on reconnsissence, The bullding
ared and rumway were bombed and etrafed, but because of the wsather results were

net determined.

The same day, Mubo was bombed end strafed by 6 4-20%s and 4 Besu-
fighters with uncbserved results.

At Susus Point (SW Trobriand Islends), 16 lecdiag barges and sig-
nel fleres were sighted by air reconnsissance during the morning of March 24.

() N.E.I.

On March 23, 2 Hudsons bombed end strafed Saumlaki, Tanimber Ia-
lands, end a lugger off Babar Islands. Results wore nct reported.
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I. Northwestern Paocifio

(mn March 22, Alllied planes woere over Kiska during the day but no
borbs were dropped dua to poor wisibility.

Gggzw"’ 5% ropy un. £ 12 Coples
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I1. Southwestern Pacific

(A) Solomon Islands

Allied fighter planes strafed enemy positions et Reketa Bay on
Maroh 23, Heavy A/A fire was encountered but all our planes returned.

During the night of lYarch 22-23, 2 enemy planes attacked our air-
field at Guadaloanal destroying 3 B-24's and 1 B~17, and other planes were dam-
ered. There were no casualties among our personnel.

(B) MNew Britainm

4 B-24's and 9 Beaufighters in a coordinated attack bombed and
strafed Geasmata airdrome during the morming of March 22. A wireless station
end bulldings were destroyed and fires were started in the fuel dump area.

Othar heavy bombs caused large craters in the rumway, A/A fire was encounters?
but no plenes were roported nissing. Later during the day, a B-24 on reconnals=-
sance bombed the area starting 2 fires near the rumway.

A B-24 unsuccesasfully attacked a small enemy vessel in Lorengau
Barbor, Admiralty Islands, the same day.

(C) New Guinea

s Lae, and Finschhafen alrdromes were attacked by an Allied
resonnaissance plane with unobserved results on March 22.

troops are Cirmly entrenched along the track from Mubo to
Salamaua. Other steong defense positions have been ostablished around Salamaua
to protect the oity.
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Japanese Naval Activities
Summary ns of OBUU, March 23, 1943

I. HNorthwestern Pacifio

On March 21 Kiska was ralded § times by Allied eiroraft from
Amohitke, totaling 15 fighters and 3 B-26's, and once from Adek with a force
of 5 B-24's and 6 B-26's. Results for the most part wore unchserved but one
large fire was started in the Main Camp area during one of these attacka.

The same day our surfmce vessels, sbout 75 miles 5.%. of Kiska ,

were covered by an enemy flostplane. P-40's werse unsuccessful in attempting
to destroy this plane.

I1. Southwestern Puoific

(A) New Britain

During the early morning of March 21 an RAAF Catalina bombed
Geasmata alrdrome sterting 2 fires at one end of the runway snd socoring a
hit in the building area, csmusing an explosion snd numerocus small fires,

The same day a B-24 scored a hit and a noar miss om a 5J0-ton
cargo vessel in the waters E. of Caps Glouocester. Iihen last seen the vessel
was listing.

A large enemy DD was sijhted and sttmcked during the night of

March 20-21 by esn RAAF Catalina. 2 hits or near misses damsged the DD cmuse
ing 1t to reduce speed end an hour later the vessel was trailing oil.

(B) Kew Guinea
On March Z1 a Catalina bombed and strafed the sirdrome and
town at Madang etarting fires, end mlso strafed the wharf ares at Finsoh-
hafen with unobserved results.

Milne Bey was attacked by 3 enemy bombers durlng the night of
March 21-22. The bombing was done from a high altitude and deme;e was light.

SEGRET
Sl Regradedtw;‘



av

CE

An enemy S5 was reported off the mouth of the Kumusi River
during the afterncon of March 21.

{C) ¥. B. 1.

2 enemy AK'a, escorted by a DD, were sighted 5. E. of Cape Van
Den Bosoh Moroh 21. B-26's attacked the vessels but no hits were scored.
Later during the day » B=-24 unsucoessfully bombed the seme vessels N.W. of
Cape Van Den Bosch.

A B=24 also sttacked 3 small merchent vessels off the coast of S.W.
Dutch New GQuinea sbout 100 miles S. E. of Keimena. No hits were scored on
the vessels.

(D) Canton Island

2 enemy planes attaoked Canton Islend during the night of March
21-22. 6 bombs were dropped and 1 hit the runway but no damagze or ocasualties
resulted. 4 U. S. planes unsuccessfully attempted interception.

R+ A. Boone
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I. Southwestern Pacifio

(A) Bolomon Islands

On March 20, Eahili sirdroms end the Buln area wore bombed by 9

B8-17's and 9 B-24's during the evening. Enemy nﬂ. fire damaged 1 plane whioh
made a foroed landing N. of the Hussell Islends. Results of the sttmck were
not reported. The seme day, 1 CL, 3 DD's, Z corvettes, and 9 AK's were sighted

in the Buin area.

The following night, at 20456 L, 12 B-24's and 9 B-1T's bombed 4/4
and gearchlipht positions at Fahili sirdrome.

On Narech 20, twe forces of § or @ 5BD's encorted by 15 fighters

attackad Munds and Vila, ¥ila camp erea and 1 A/A battery were hit and & large
explosion wes observed in the dump arca at bumda. All our planes returned.

The sare day, an ensmy plene unsuccesafully attacked an Allied
sonvoy HE of San Cristobal Island.

{(B) New Britain

A B=24 on reccopalssance attacked an enemy convoy 45 miles Wi of
fabaul on Maroh 20. The B shipa including & AK'a, 1 AC, and 2 esocort vesaels
were hoading E. HNo bomb hits wera scored.

{C) Eow Quinea

Allied foroes resochad the mouth of the Gira River (8 miles NY of
the Membare River), during the evening of Maroh 18. Heo enemy troope were on-
sountered by owr patrols.

Two B=24's on reconnaissance bombed the bullding area at Finsch-
hafen on March 20, starting firea.

The same day, 100 small boate were soen noar Wewak and approxi-
mately 300 ememy troops were reported guarding Buteim sirdrome, MW of Wewak.

(D) N.B.I.

On Maroh 20, & B-24's dropped 33 60O-1b, bombs in the wharf area
st Ambon. Enemy A/A [ire was intenss and scourate and the results of the bomb-

ing eould not be cbeerved.

Regraded Unclassified
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Direct hits were scored on buildings.

Ogp %2
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B-26's and Hudsons attacked Langgzoer (Esi Islands), on March 20.

1l of the B-26's soored a possible hit

and a near misa on an enemy AK off Cape Van Den Bosch (S8 Dutch New Guinea).

2 AK's at Kaimana (5N Dutch New Guinea).

During the evening of tho seme day, 3 Hudsons attacked a DD and

AK and in the wharf area.

(B) Bay of Beogal

On Meroh 19, British coastal veseels shelled enemy positions at
Doubaik (Western Burma, N. of Akyab), starting numerous fires.
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1. HNorthwestern Pacifie
(A) Meutians
On March 19, two BO-ton enemy barges and landing personnel were
strafed at Massacre Bay, Attu, by our recomnaissance planes. Two formations of
P-H'lhmthu.ptmutu-h.th-mdq.
(B) Paocifioc Coast

An 55, believed to be Japanese, was sizhted cn the surface about
1,000 miles SW of Ban Diego March 19,

II. BSouthwestern Pacific
(A) Solomon Islands

On March 19, two B-24's attacked scattersd enemy-held points in
the Tonolel Harbor area. On Maroh 20, 2 B-17's bombed Kahili and Ballale with
'mobserved results. Reconnaissance flights on Varoh 20 showed 3 bombers eand
45 fighters at Kahili, only 1 fighter at Vila, and no airoraft at Mmda. In
the Faisi area, 17 seaplanes and 2 flying boats were sighted,

(B) MNew Britain-New Ireland

On March 18, enemy positions at Gasmata, Cape Gloucester, and
Arawe were bombed and strafed.

On March 19, an enemy AK was strafed in Lorengau Harbor (Admiralty
Islands ).

Alr reconnaissance March 20 showed an enemy foree of two 2,000«
ton AO's, two 2,000-ton AK's, two 6,000-ton AK's and two DD's about TO miles WW
of Cape Lambert (Geselle Peninsula), on a 90 degrse course.

(C) New Guinea

On March 18-19, an enemy 88, disoharping oargo near Lae was bombed
and destroyed by our aireoraft with four direot hits.

The Mubo area was bombed and strafed Maroh 18-18. During Maroch
18-19, 18 enemy bombers with 32 fighters raided Porlook Harbor (about 40 miles
S8E of Buna). The wharf and a launoh suffered damage.

o by }g,".%ﬂﬂ
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Photographic reccnnaissance of Madang Maroh 19 showed buildings

in the town and 2 A positions destroyed, a damaged fighter and numerous bomb

oraters on the airfield.

(D) N.B.I1.

The Penfoel airfield at Koepang was attaocked ut night by our
medium bombers with unobserved results, Maroh 19,

(E) Canton Island

Two enemy flying boats bombed Canton Island Maroch 19, but ne
damegs or casualties resulted,

(F) Australia

An enemy reconnaissance alrerait was believed to have flown over
the Broome and Derby areas Maroh 19,

I11. ©U. 5. 88 Rllmrh

One of our §8's returning from patrols reports having sunk 1 AK,
1 AK or AP, and probably having damaged 2 AK's.

R+ A+ Boone.
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I. HNorthwestern Pacifio

On March 17, 2 P-40's ralded Eiskd and dropped fregmentastion
bombs on a amall AK off North Head and cn the main cemp areas

The following day Kieks was attacked twice by our planes which
bombad Horth Head end the maln camp area, but clouds proventsed cbsertvaticn
of resulte. Flghters mede the first atteck end heavy snd medium bombers,
asoorted by fighters, partiocipmted in the second. 4 P-38's strefed the new
runway and ememy gun positionss 1 Allied fighter plene was damaped while
lending but the pilot was saved,

I1. Southwestarn Paciflo

(A) S8olomcn Ielands

During the nizht of March 17 to 18, Buke alrdrome was attancked
3y 3 Catalinee. Bozbe wore droppod on dispussel baye and slong the rumway
and sn A/A position was silenced by strafing.

Durdng the night of March 18-19, enemy airoraft visited Tulegl
but no demige was reported.

A fores of 24 Allied fighters was over Munda and Vila Morch 19~
20. No serviceables enemy planes were sighted at either airfield. 16 fightors
strafed Munda on the return trip, silenmeing 1 gun position. All our plancs
refurned. .

8. of the Solomon Islands en enemy plane unsuccessfully atieok-
od en Allied DD snd AD Maroh 18.

(B) MNew Britein <4 New Ireland

On Maroh 18, a B-17 on rec-nnalssance bombed the radio stntion
at Gasmata without results and strafed two loaded berges E. of Cape (loucsster,

1 CAy 1 large AK mnd 4 othesr vessels were obeerved in Kavieng

Heibor on March 1Bj SE S r-{.
“H %ﬂ f
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The sawe day one of our reconnaissence plsnes strafed m amall
boet in Lorengeu Harbor, Admiralty Islands.

Fhotos of tho Rabsul area, teven March 18, reveal 3 DD's, 6 mr-/

4 SS5's, 2 PC'»s end 21 AK's, sggregating 100,000 tons. Enemy plenea at air-
fields in the vieinity totaled 101 fightora, 52 light bombers, 80 medium bomb-
ers and 4 floatplanca.

(C) New Guinea

A coordinated attack by 12 B-24's, § Beaufighters, and 16
P-38's was oarried out on Madeng Msroh 18. The &l rfield and town were
heavily bombed and strafed csusing large fires and explosions. The fighters
also strafed Alexishafen demsging enemy installations end starting a fire at
enemy Headquartera.

The samo day Salamaua was bombed end strafed by 6 Bostons.
Several bulldings were destroyed. 1 Boston was shot down by A/A fire which
wee heavy and escourate,

(D) N.E. 1.

During the night of March 17-18, 3 Hudsons bombed Penfoei air-
drome, Eeepeng and scored possible hits on the runway snd dispersal arces.

The following morning a B-24 over Ambon was attacked by 10
eremy fighters 4 of which were destroyed, 2 were probably deatroyed and 1
demaged. Our bomber was demaged and forced to jettison its bombs. 12 AK's
wore sighted in ambon Bay,

The sace dey m B-24, on reconnaissance, bombed Langoer (Keli Isc)
destroying buildings, and Timika (S.W. Dutoh New Guinea ) causing a lerge

axploalion.
B+ A. Boone
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I. Southwestera Pacifio

(A) Bolomon Islands

During the night of Maroh 17-18, 2 B-17's mado harsssing atteoks
ca Kahili, Ballele, and Vila airdromes. No results were observed ond both

plenes returned.

Enemy shipping in the Buln ares on March 17, inoluded 1 CA, 3 DD's,
anc 6 Ak's. Fhotoa teken the same day show 48 fighters, 4 bombers, end 2 float
plenes at Kahili; 4 fighters at Ballele; end 6 Zeros at Faisi.

At 1845 L, March 18, 11 SBD's escorted by 18 fighters attacked
Vila and dropped 10 1,000-1b. "daisy outters” in the camp erea starting a firs.
All our planes returned although enemy A/A fire was intense.

(2} ¥ew Britain

During the night of Maroh 16-17, Rapapo airdrome, Rabaul, was at-
tacked by 7 B=17's. Fires and explosions, probably among enemy airoreft in dis-
persal areas, were observed. 2 enemy fighters wore emcovntered but all planes

raturned.

The following noon, a B=17 on reccunalsssnce bombod end strafed
onemy installations at Ubili. Results wers not obssrved.

(C) New Guinea
On March 17, an enemy float plene bombed Merauke but no damsge ro-
sulted,

The enomy apparently evaouated the aresst the mouth of the Mambare
River immediately following the deatructiom of the oonvoy moving toward Now
Guinea on March 2 to 4. They left an elaborate defense system of pill~boxzes,
other installetions end a field hospital which ere now in control of our forces.

(D) HN.E.I.

Oo March 17, a reconnaissance plane unsuccessfully bombed 3 enemy
coastel vessels in McCluer Gulf, SW Duteh New Guinea.

The same day, 3 Hudeons and 6 B-256's atteoked Langgoer (Eai ls-
lends)just 5. of Toeal), and scored borb hits in tho wharf and barracks area.
No enemy planes were cbserved on the airfield,
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not hit.
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At 1610 L, Maroh 17, an enemy 55 fired 2 torpedoss at a amall
Allied vesdel approximately 186 milos HNE of Brisbase, but the vaesel wes
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1. HNorthwestern Paciflc

On March 16, heavy und medium bombers made 3 attecks on Kiska.
Heavy bombs sxploded in the Main Camp area at North Heed and on the S5 base,
starting fires. In 2 of the reids 2-3 2,000-1b. bombs were dropped on the S8
base, Heavy A/A fire was encountered during all attacks and our losses in-

oluded 1 B-26 miseing, ¢ B-24's damaged, and 1 B-25 damaged., Z bombardlers,
exolusive of the miseing plane, were killed and 2 other Allied personnel in-

jured. During 1 of the raids 8 Allied fighters nttacked 8 enemy planes near
Kisks and claim 2 enemy planea shot down and 4 probably destroyed, without
damage to our airoraft.

II. Bouthwastern Paoific
(A) Solomen Islends

During the early hours of March 17, Kahili, Ballale, MNunde, and
Vila were subjected to harassing attancks by 3 B-24's. Results were not ob-
sorved.
L]

(B) MNew Britain - New Ireland

A B-1T on reconnsissance attacked a saw-mill at Ubill on March
16, with no results. An enemy bomber which attempted interseption, was shot
down.

The same day, an enemy 55 in Viide Bay crash-dived when attecked
by 1 of our planes. Results were unobaerved.

Alr reconnalssance over Kavieng reported 25 medium bombere, 3
of which were damaged, and 22 fightere on the asirdrome, and 1 CA end a 2,000«
ton vessel in the harbor,

(C) Kew Guinea

On March 18, Lae was attmoked by metium bombers escorted by

fighters and Salamaus was m aod strafed by 7 Bostona. 1 large fire and
4 other fires in the fuel dump area were started st Salamaua. Heavy A/A fire
was encountered during both raide.

During the night of Karoh 15-16, 2 of our PT's atteocked 8 or 7
enemy barges of{ Mageri Point (10 miles KW of Morcbe), and sank all of them.

A dameged AK being towed by enother AE and escorted by 2 DD's
was sighted by air reconnaissance !aroh 16. The ships were 220 miles of
Wewak and heading S. mEIFl_a 19

- - SECRET s
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(D) N.E.I.

§ enemy merchant vessele off Cape Van Den Bosch (5% Dutoh Hew
Guinea), were umsuccessfully sttacked on Maroh 16 by 2 B-24's.

The samo day, € Hodsone and € Beaufightera bombed end strafed
buildings and barracks at Dobo, Aroe lslends. A radio station received &
direct hit and 3 luggers were strafed and sunk,

Photos taken of Scersbays on Maroh 13, reveal 23 merchant veg=
sels in the harbor totalling 86&8%ons. B vessels were 5,000-tons or more.
B sorviceable floating docks econtalning 1 DD end other smaller patrol ves-
sols wore shown. 3 other medium merohant vessels were refitting and 6 sunken
ships were seen. At Tandjong Perak alrdrome, 13 medium borbers, 5 single
engine bombers, 1 transport, ond 1 firhter were observed.

The sirfield et Den Pusar, Buli, wes also reconnoitered, but
the airfiold mppeared apparently too wet and soft for regular use.

RsAs Boonme.
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1. HNorthwestern Pacific

On Maroh 15, Xiska wes attacked & times by our sireraft during
the day. Three of the attacks were made by bombers escorted by fighters end
the other thres were fighter attacks. 687 bombe weighing about B0 tons were
dropped on the ¥ain Camp arsa end enemy installations at North Head. The
fighters both bormbed and strafed the same crees. Results and detells of most
of these attacks were not observed and only 1 fighter was reportsd destroyed.
An enemy S5 was sighted and bombed in Kiska Herbor during one of the attiscks
with unknown results.

1I. Southwestern Pacific

(A) Solomon Islends

During the early morning of March 16, 2 B-1T7'e made haraasing
raids on Kahili sirdrome dropplng flares and 11 500-1b. bombs with unobserved
results as enemy searchlights were accurate and intenss. Theee plenes bombed
Vila and Munda on the return trip.

From 0200 L to 0212 L on March 16, our DD Task Foroe bombarded
enemy installations end the runway at Vila. There was no air or surfece oraft
opposition and only 2 shore guns opaned f{ire cvausing no damege or casualtles.
Catalina's constantly overhoad dropped & few bombs on Vila eftsr the bomberd-
ment. A search plane over Vila after daylight the following morming, reported
heovy damage to the runway.

At 0836 L the same day, 15 SBO's with 20 fighters as escortis
bombed the Vila ares with unobserved resulte. Another SBD bombed ilunde. All
our planes returned.

7 P-38's strafed Viru Harbor where no enemy activity was ob-
served.

(B) New Britain

Gasmata and Cape Oloucester airdromes wero attacked twlisce by our
bombers on Maroh 16. Hesults were not reported.

(€) New Guines

16 enemy bombers attacked Dro Bsy (16 miles 3. of Buna) duriag
the evening of March l4. Hits were reported on waterfront installations and

s small dump was set afire but no casualties rnult.qSEC Bﬁ sﬂgi;ﬂ
o vER'ém Ly
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On March 16, a B-17 hombed the airdrome at Finsohhefen and 5
Beaufighters strafed enemy positions at Mubo.

The same day, 2 enemy LD's were patrolling outsido Wewak Harbor
while shipping in the harbor asonsisted of 3 medium AK's, 2 small Al'e and 1

Guadagasel «nd an area 500 yards H. have been cleared of enemy
tmﬂFo

The ememy mirfisld at Buteim (30 miles NW of Wewak) is now
serviceable, work ie continwing on a new alrstrip at Wewak, and the Dona field
(Waria River mouth) is almost oleared,

(D) u.BE.I1.

Cn March 15, 3 onemy merchant vesssls of sppro:iimately 1,000«
tons each, werec attasked K. of Dobo by B-25's, Hudson'm, and Beaufighter'a.
Direct bomb hits were scored on 2 of the ships end near rmisses vn the 3rd.
The vessels were heavily loeded with snemy troops which were strafed by our
planes at mesthead hsight., 1 Beaufighter was shot down by A/A fire.

A merchant vesesl in the harbor at Eaimena, SW Duteoh New Guinesa,
was bombed by a B-24 on reconnaissance. It is believed & near hit damaged

the vessel.
(D) Australia

Derwin wes attecked by 25 enemy nadium bombers oscorted by 24
fighters shortly befors noon on Karch 15. Bonb hits caused considerable
damaze to fuel tanks, ingtelletions, buildings, and wounded 16 Allied person-
nol. Our fighters intorcepteé the atteck and ehot down 1 borber and @ fight=
ers, probably destroyed the seme aumbar, and demeged £ other plense. ¢ Allied
planes were shot down, but 2 of the pilots are safe.

III. U. S. Submarine Roports

A U.S. 85 in the Northwest Pacifio has reported sinking 1 eneny S5
erd possibly einking a second,

R.A. Boone.
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I. Boutlwestern Paoifis
(A) Bolomon Islands

At 1710 L, March 16, Munda was attacked by 12 SBD's escorted by 25
fighters and a half hour later Vila was bombed by 12 SBD's esoorted by 4 fight-
ers. 12 1,000-1b. bombs were dropped on sach of the targets and all our planes
returned.

(B) Mew Britain

3 snemy S8's were reported 5H of Gesmata at noon, March 14.

The same day, the airdrome at Geasmata, a small vessel in Kimbe Bay,
and a wharf and bulldings at Ubili were attacked by a B-17 on reconnaissance. Re-
sults of these attacks were not reported.

At Ubili (5. of Upen Bay) a 4,000-foot alrstrip was reported as
sarvicsables by ocne of our reconnaissance planes.

(C) New Guinea
The results of the attaock by B-~17's on the ememy convoy off Wewalk
during the evening of March 13 mre: 1 hit on » DD, & hit on an A0, a hit and pear
misses on an AX, and hits on an AP which exploded and was left burning.
The following dey, B-Z4's in two attacks bombed the Wewak airdrome
and & point 16 miles SE of Wewak, when they were unable to locate enemy shipping

in the harbor. Medium and inmccurate A/A fire was encountered and 18 searchlights
were observed in the area.

Photos taken March 14 of Eairiru Islend (20 miloaMV. of Wewak), re
wvealed Z luggers, a barge, § float planes, and considerable t-ack sotivity.

Madang runway was bombed by 1 B-24 on March 14. Hesults were not
obeserved.

() RB.I.

Dill was bombed by a B-24 during the early afternmoon of March 14
with wmobserved results.

Fhotos March 13, of Timika, Dutch New Ouinea, show a leveled rumway
1,600-yarde long, and & dispersal area already cleared,

=A% o
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Photos of Kailmana, Dutoh New Qulnea, show a clearing 450 yards
long for a probable airstrip.

R«A:. Boome.
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I, Rorthwestorn Peoific:

On March 13 Kisln was twice attacked by our fightar planes. In
the firet raid 12 P-40's bombed the camp areas and machine-gunnod enemy
plenes cn the beach, but the extent of damage could not be ascertained,
Enomy MA fire wae lieavy and demaged one plane, but all returned safely.
In the second attaolk 11 fighters strafed Vulcan Point and enesy planes on
the ground, dameging 3 to 6 planes, A/A fire was very occncentrated, but all
our fighters returnad safely. On the return trip ome plane reported sighting
p parisoope off the southeast tip of Rat Island,

11, Southwestern Pacifio:

() Solomon Islands,

Allied medium bombers were over Buka during the morning of
Earch 14, but weather conditions were unfevorable and the extent of damage

wae not observed.

The Japanese are reported conoentrated at Numa Numa, east coast
of Bougainville.

Munds, Villa and Shortlend Islend were subjected to harassing
attacks by B-24's during the early morning of March 14,

On March 13 four P=-38%s strafed and destroyed a small enamy
vessel near Rendovae Island,

(B) New Britain:

Gasmata air drome and shore installaticns in tho Wide BDay area
wara strafed by a heavy bomber on reconnalsssnce, The results were not
raported,

Just west of Talasea (morth New Britain) 6 enemy medium bombers
and 4 fighters were sighted heading west at noon on March 13, These planes
wers probably intending to form a ocover for the enemy convoy approaching
Wewnk,

{ﬂ] Iﬂ‘ ﬂ"l.ﬂ.“l

At moon on March 13 an Allied plane on recomnaissance sighted
3 enemy DU's, 160 miles n.e. of Wewalk,

11"3' 1%
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(@) New Guines (Jont'd).

The saso day @ ensmy convoy of one 8,000 ton AP, one 4,000
ton AE, & small AK's, cne 4,000 ton AD and two DD's was sighted 40 milas
fi.n. of Wewak, Seven B-17's attacked the convoy during the evening and
scored s direct hit on the large AF, which exploded and waa left burning,
The 4,000 ton AQ received a direoct hit and a near miss and probably sank,
Another direct hit fell on the forward deck of a DD, Scmeo of the B-17's
droppad bombe on Wewak alr drome and in the town area, According %o an
GWPAS communique, a 7,000 ton AX was algo hit, Heawy A,r"l fire was encountersd
from the chips and shore, but no intercoption was attempted, and all our
plenos returned.

The aros between Eomintum apd Sale=ca was thoroughly straled
by 3 Beau fighters on March 13,

In the area s.w, of Mubo our ground patrola have counted
327 enemy dead; as m result of recent alr attacka,

() HN.E.I.

On Maroh 13 a B-24 on reconneissance sighted s largs and &
small AK off Babo, Dutoh New Ouinsa. The plans dropped bombe at one vessel,
but soored mo hits, OSix enemy fighters attempted inbterception, cne of which
was deatroyed,

The sams day a B=24 on reconnalssance sighted 15 emall enemy
morchant vesssls in thres groups along the s.w, coast of Dutch Hew Guinoa,
botwesn Enimans mnd Eaukenau, Shipping at Esimann was bombad without results
and a river forry was foroed ashore by etrafing attmcks.

. A, Boone.
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Japaness Haval Activitien
Summary as o , 1943

1. Worthwestern Faoifio

At 1400 W on March 12, 12 Alllied fightere wero over enemy
poaitions ot Kiska. Wonther conditlons were bad but the planea strafed
ooemy pun positions. Moderate A/A fire was encountered but all our planaa
roturned undemaged.

II. Southwestern Paoifio

(A) BSolomon Islands

During the night of March 12 - 13, B-24's on harassing ralde
bombed Ballele end Enhill airfields starting a fire et each, snd 1 B-24
bouwbed Munde on the return trip.

At 1020 L the following morming, 18 GBD's escorted by 23
fighters sttaoked Vila. Heavy bombs fell in the dump end camp nrem osusing
& heavy heavy sxplosion. All our plenes returned.

(B) New Britain

Lakunal alrdrome, Robeul, wos attacked by 8 B-1T's during
the morning of Merch 12. Bombs fell in the target area ocausing 1 large ex-
plosion but olouds and searchlighte provented observation of results.

Photographs taken the sane day revealed 60 enemy ships in
Rebaul Barbor, including 26 AF/AXK's, 3 FC's, 6 DD's, 3 55's, B AO's, 1 AM
and 3 tenders. Enemy planes at the airfields in the vioinity totaled 62
ombers, B3 fighters and € {loatplenes.

A B-24 on reconnalssance the ssme day bombed Cape Gloucester
alrfield sooring 2 hite on the runwaoy.

() Few Guinea

Cao March 12, 3 A-20's made 4 bombing and strefing attnoks on
sosmy posltions at Quadagmsel Gap mnd the bullding area at Salamaumn.
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According to m SWPAC communique, 1 of our reconnesissasnce planes
eighted an enemy convoy approaching Wewak from the H.E. on March 13. The
convoy oonsisting of 5 AP/AK's escorted by 3 DD's and ocoversd by fighters
wns attmoked by our hoavy bLombers whioh scored 1 direct hit on o 6,000-ton
AF, setting it efire and another direot hit end near miss on a 4,000-ton AK.

(D) ¥. B. I.

On March 12, 3 B-24's attaoked snemy shipping and wherf in-
stallations at smbon. 1 direet hit was scored cn m 6,000-7,000-ton enemy
vessel. Other results were not cbaerved, 6 to 8 enemy fighters attempted
interception of whioch ? were shot dowm and 2 others dmmaged.

Fulloro airdromes (N.E. Timor) was bombed and strafed by 3 B-256's
and 2 Beaulighters the same day. 1 enemy fighter wes dmmaged on the ground
but clouds prevented further obssrvation of results. 1 of 4 enemy fighters
attempting interceptiorn wms shot dowm. At Loutem (Jjust N. of Fullere) the
Beauflighters damaged a 30U-ton motor vessel by oanncn fire and strafed per-
soonel on the beash.

111. U. 5. Bubmarine Heporte

An 55 on patrol in the West Peoiflo reports sinking 1 5,000-
ton AF/AX and 2 ciher ships.

Ancther 85 returning from patrol in the S.W, Pacifio erea
reports sinking 1 7,000-ton AK, 1 7,000-ton AD and demaging or sinking 2
12,000-ton AP's.
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I. Northwestern Paoifie

Photographs taker at Kiska March 10, show the enemy landing strip
near Salmon Leagoon to bo ebout 2,000 feet long with work continulng. It io es-
timated the field is BOR complete.

A Catalina search or westher plane has been missing sinoe ¥arch
10.

11. Southweatern Proifie

(A) Solomon Ielende

Eahili, Bellale, Munde, and Vila were harraesed by 3 B=24's bo-
fore desm, Y¥erch 12. Bombe were dropped but results wore not cbserved.

Munda was attacked by 21 TEF's at 2008 L, March 12, 2 fires were
started. GSearchlights end AA fire were encountered. 1 plane is missing.

Two onemy planes were over Gundaloenal from 1947 L to 2136 L,
¥aroh 11. 7 100=lb. bombs were dropped without demage or ossualties.

(B) Bismarch Archipelago

2 snomy convoys were sighted sbout 50 miles NE of Marus Island
{In the Admiralty group) at noon March 1l. Each convoy coneisted of a minimun
of § veasela plus escort. Both couvoys were on a WA courso.

A B-24 on recomnaissance at Kavliemp, Maroh 11, reported 1 possible
CE or BB, 1 C4, 1 DD, ond 6 AK's in tho areca with 3 additionsl AK's heading in.

2 B=24's bombed Lalkunmel eirdrome at Aebeul bafors desm, Yareh 11,
with uncbserved resulta.

Ubild airstrip (near Open Bay) was strafed by an Allied plame on
armed reconnalssance Merch 11. 4n AK (epparently abandoned) in Wide Bay was
borbed and strafed by the same plane.

(C) How Guinea

On larch 11, et about nocon, a B-24 attacked Finschafsn. A ware-
houss and pesalble supply dumps were destroyed.

fau was raided by 2 enewmy bombers alfter sundown the same day,

cavsing no damage or casuslties, %ﬂ‘
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Tha Allied airstrip neer Dobodurs wos attacked by 24 enomy bomb-
arg end 16 fighters the morn of March 11. 2 grounded Allied sircraft were
destroyed; casualties were § kllled and 11 wounded, 12 P=38's and 12 P-40'n
intercepted tho onemy planes, shot doem 9 ememy fightors and pruhl.hl{ destroyed
£ additional fighters and 2 bombers. 1 P-36 was lost but the pllot is eafe.

2 snery bombers sgain raided the sams area after dark but there
was 00 damago.

& A-20's bombed and strafed the Mubo area during the day on March
11.

] a:su:,};lnn*l {one damaged end partiall nuhmrqld] were seen at
[

Vewnk on March 1l. anos were seen taking off at the old airdrome, and the
new eirdrome wan reported nearly serviceable,

HsA. Boone.
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I. Northwesternm Puoiflo

At 0820 W, Yaroh 10, 4 P-40's from Amohitks attacked Eisks.
Bomb hits were cbserved in the submarine base area.

A seoond ettack on Kiskam cecurred 2 hours later by & B-24's,
10 B-26's, snd 12 P-36's. Hudar installations and A/A batteriss ware hit
when medivm bombers and fighters bombed and strafed at deock lewvel. The heawy
bombera dropped 38 1,000-1b. bombs in the mein camp area hitting 3 bulld-
ings. Heavy A/A fire damagod 1 B-24, 1 B-26, 1 P~3B end the photo plane,
but all returned safely.

Our weather plane returning from Kiska was damarad when at-
tacked by § enemy float fighters.

II. Gouthwestern Paolflo
(A) Solomon Islands

Photographlo reconnalssande on Mareh 10 of tho Puin-Faisi area
rovealed T AK's, 5 DD's end 4 CL's in the area, A total of 66 lend-based
fightera, 19 enemy float fighters, end ¢ bombarc wes observed in tho same
area,

During the early morning of March 11, 3 FB4Y's dropped bomba
on Kahili, Ballale, and Vila airfields with wunobserved results.

(B} New Britein

On Mareh 10, = B=17 on rsconnalssance bombed the rwmay at Cape
Gloucester with wnobsoerved results. The same rooonnalssance £1mt reported
conslderable enemy motivity om the rivers of the ¥. coast of few Britein.

(C) New Guinea

Enemy shipping and the waterfroot at Wewak were bombed at dewn
March 10 by 4 B-17'a. 1 merchant wessel was left smoking and a searchlight
position was extingulehed. Bnemy A/A fire and searchlights were very motive.
A B-17 later in the day etrafed bulldings in the same ares,
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The sawe day, 1 of our fighters shot down an onemy wedium bomber
on reconnaissance over the Trobriand lslends, 180 miles E. of Buma.

(p) H.E.I.

On Maroh 10, 3 R.A.A.F. Hodsons bombed Seumlakd, scoring pos-
sibles hits on & wharf end & gun position.

The sawe day, a B-24 on reconnsissance attacked 2 7,000-ton
enemy merchant vesseles 20 miles MW of Boeroe laland.

Later the same day, another B-24 on reconoalssance bombed 2 enemy
AK'®s 20 miles S5E of Boeton Island (SE of Celebes). 1 wesoel estimated nt & to
T7,000=tons wes afire ar a result of a direct hit.

1I1I. U. 5, SBubmarine Seports

A U,B. 85 in the MW Paociflo reports sinking 2 AK's and damaging
another. An enomy sampan was also destroyed.

R+A. Boome.
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1. UNorthwestera Paoifle

in edr foree of 8 B-24's, 10 B-26's, ond 12 P-38's cet cut to
attack Elskn at 1036 W, March 9. 6 B-2G's failed to reach the target and the
other atteoking plenss GNFE{d 4% 1,000=1b. bombe on the snemy o eroa.
Hoavy A/A fire demaged 1 plance sttempted intersception and
no new ehipping wan aighted. Fighhrraﬁ anes wers over the samo arsa sarlior

in the day but desalls were not reportesd,

4in enemy 58 wes sighted diving just E. of Amohitka. 2 cther
poosible 55's were sighted oluse to Hiska end another near Greut Sitkin
Toland.

in R.C.A.F. plene reported amother S8 6 milea off the coast of
Van Couver lsland.

11. Scuthwestormn Pacific

(4) Solomon Islandes

2 PB&Y's wore ovor Eahili, Munda, snd Vile for 3 houre during
the sarly morning of March 10. The results of bombing were unobaserved.

At 1746 L, the ceme day, Vile wes atteoked by 18 SBD's, 12

TBF's nod 31 FiF's. Heavy bombs were dropped at the d erans and AfA
installations, and seversl fires wore started. Enemy A/A flre hit 2 of our
planes and wounded 1 pilot, but all aircraft returned.

At 1310 L, 8 P-36's intercepted an enemy attack force of 10
dive bumbers and 10 fighter: near the fussell Islands., 3 enemy (ightora and
1 burbur wore shot dowm. Patrol planse over the aresa later in the day, re-

sorbed no evidence of eny mttsck on our positicos.
{B) New Britain

A B=17 on reconnaissanco over Gasmnta Karch & was attackod
by 9 Zires, 4 of which were shot down and enother probably destrcyed,

(C) Hew Culnea
Um March B, 26 enemy bombers escortsd by 21 fighters attaclked

our aiyfield at Weu. Approximetely 90 bombs fell in the rumway area making
it temporerily unsorviceabls. Our casunlties totalled 3 killed and 3 injuced.
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At Viowak on Mareh 8, a large DD, 2 AX's and peveral loaded

hted by ai onnals « The foll d B-17*
BRSNS SR LY, T, e Siomig b, BT bt

There are no indications of Japanese troops E. of ths mouth of
the lambare River.

m&timl parties of survivore from the Las convoy were kil-
led or ceptured et Tufi, Goodencugh Island, and Lusancay Island,

(D) Austrelia

An enomy planc wes reported over Perth the nipht of March 7-8.
A posaible 55 was lli;htod about 330 milee N¥ of Perth the following day.

111, U. 8. Sulmarine Reports

An 83 in the Forthweot Pacifio ersa reports torpedo hits on am
ensmy DD,

Ancther 58 returning from patrol in tho Western Pnoifio area
reports 2 torpedo hits and & possible 3rd on en enemy veasel of the Aswmm
Maru Cless, (18,976-ton passonger veseel).

R.A. Boone,
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Summary aa 7 , 1943

I. BSouthwestorn Paoiflo
(A) Solomon Ielsnds

Before dawn on Morch 9, 3 B-Zd4's atteoked Enhill and Ballale
airdromes. On the return trip the same plunces dropped bombe on Vila and Munda.
Results of these atteoke were not obsarved.

The neme dey, at 1010 L, Munde was apmin sttacked by 11 THF's,
18 SED's and 31 FéF's. The SED'a dropped & total of 18 1000-pound bombs on
kncwn AA positions starting firee. 3§ other large fires wore started by our
attacking planss in supply and ommp nrsas.

Cn March 8 o roccnnaissance plane dropped 2 depth charges at
Viru with unobserved results.

(B) Few Guinea

A B-1T7 on roocnnaisssncoe Dbowmbed bulldinge at Flnoohhafen on
March 8, csusing 2 large éxplosions probably in the dump aree.

The same dsy & £,800-ton Allied AK was sunk in Porlock Earbor, 40
miles 5.E. of Buna, when § ensiy bombers escorted by 13 fichters attecked our
shipping in that area. The epemy planes slec dropped bombs in Oro Bay, 15 miles
&+ of Bune, but osused no darsge or opsumlties. 4 P=38's interocepted and shot
down 1 spemy bomber end 1 fighter without loss %o cur planes.

Smell enemy partias of survivors from the lae comvoy lended in
smell bosts et Goodencugh Islend end elong the New Cuines comst W. of Goodencugh
Island. pllied patrols killed or osptured the mejority of theen trocpa.

3 ethor spnemy lif'sboatas, probably from the same oconvoy, were straf-
ed and sunk by a 5-17 on reccnnalsasnce.

(C) ¥« B« 1.

On March 8 Heukon and Himd (5. comst of Dutoh New Gulnes) esch re-
ceived 3 500-pound bombe from o B-24 on reconnalesarce. HResults were not obaerve

od.
The asme day another B-24 bombed an enemy AKX at Babo withou sulte.

2 enemy Zeroe attecked crusing slight demage to cur plene. SIPEF. 18
¥
ke SEORET
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(C) Mo . 1. -(Cont'd)

At the seme time mnothsc B-24 bowbed Saumlak) (Tanimbar Islenda)
and Beauf!pghtors strafed the ruomwey ot fulloro (Zastorn Timor) destroying sn
ensay plane on tha ground.

R« A. Boone
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Ja o Naval Aotivities
B a8 ol OBOU, Waroh 9, 1943,

1. Northwestern Pooifio

A% 1000 W, March 7, the mein camp area at Kiska was bombed by
4 P-40's, A/A fire damaged 1 Allied plane but there were no casualties.

{ During the afterncon, Kiska was again bombed by 6 heavy and 10

| medium bombers. 483 bombs, imeluding 16 500-1b. bombs, were dropped on the

| Horth Head area. A/A fire was heavy and 1 medium bombor was damaged but all
planes reiurned. No new enemy shipping was observed nor did enemy planes st-

tempt intercapticn.

The same day, a B-24 escorted by 4 P-38'a attecked Attu. 12
B00=1b. bombe were dropped at installations near Chiesgof Harbor, and fight=
ers strafed Chicagof Village and Holt: Bay area. No enemy planes were en-
sountered and A/A fire was ineffeotive. The result of these attacks was not

reportad.,
I1. Southwestern Paoifio
(A) Solomon Islands

On March 8, s B-2¢ bombed Kehili airdromes during the early morn-
ing. HResulte were mot observed.

The sams B-2¢ bombed Munde on the return trip and another B-24
on reccnnaissance attmcked Munda and Vila. Agaln results were unobsarved.

An epnemy plane was over Gusdaleanal from 2012 L to 2121 L, Marech
T. 4 bombe were dropped offshore without damage.

(B) Few Britain

On March 7, Gasmata and Cape Gloucester runways were hit by
bomba from a B=24 on reconnnissance.

Fhotographie reconnaissance at Rabaul the snme day, revealed 63
enemy vescels inoluding 9 DD'e, 2 naval auxiliaries, 1 minelayer, and 61 AP/AX's,

xbﬁ&;‘
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At Lakwned and Vunskensu airfields there were 68 fighters and 57 bombers. In
addition to the above, £ unolmesified vessels wore sighted 20 miles N, of
Rabaul on a B oourse.

{(C) New Ouinea

8 A=20's bombed end strafed the Guadagasel area on March 7.
These sams planes strafed the mouth of the Maris Hiver and the ememy sirstrip
at Dona,

The oame day, a B-2¢ on reconnaissance dropped 8 600-1b. bombs
on Salamaua airfield. Hesults were not chaserfed,

Aoother B-24 on reconnaissance attacked an 8,000-ton enemy AX
near the oconst of New Guinea, midway between Madang and Wewak. Results were
not reported. .

A new enmemy airdrome is reported at Dagua, 20 miles NW of Vewak,
and ancther is under construotion at Buteim, 10 miles further W. along the
acant.

A single enomy floet-plane dropped 1 bomb on the town of Merauke
onusing no damage.
(D) H.E.1.
On Meroh 7, 3 HAAP Hudsons attacked Toeal., Eai Islands, and
scored bomb hits on bulldings, starting fires. 6 Dutch B-26's bombed Toeal

again tho same day, but because of smoke rising from the town, results of
their ettack could not be cbserved.

(E) Australiam

At sbout noon on March 7, an enemy reconnalssamnce plans was in-
torcepted and shot down over Darwin.

11I. U.8. Submarine Reports

An 85 in the Southwest Feolflc area reports sinking 4 enemy AK's
and damapging a Eth of an enemy comvoy consisting of 6 AE'e and 1 DD.

R.A. Boone.
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I. Gouthwestern Foeilie
(A) Bolomon Lelends

On Mareh T, a PB4Y droppod 4 500-1b, bomba cn an onsmy LK at

Eleta, E. coast of Bougainville 1slard, with

unebservad results.

Before dawn the same dey, FB4T's bombed Ballale, Eahill, and

Vile airdromes. fesults were not roported,

(B) MNew Britain

During the morning of March 8, Allied Planses sighted 2 snemy

S58's near Oasmata. 1 55 was attacksd without

resulte.

The same day, & B-24 on reconnaissance bombad the sirstrip at

Gaewats and an enory stronded AK st Talases.
(C) Hew Guinea

The area at the mouth of the Va
and strafed on Maroh 6 by A-20's,

in onemy plane attacked Allied

ria River was thorcughly bombsd

pesitions on Geodenough Island

during the morning of March 5, ond the following day enother enemy plans over

the same area was intercepted by our fighters

and shot dowm.

9 enemy bombera and 156 Zeros later attasked but it is cloimed
that no demege resulted. This is the first enemy rald on Goodemough Island.

(D) Bay of Bengal

Shipplag st Hangoon and the dook ares st Moulmein wers bombed on
March 8 by B-24's. 36 500-1b. bombe wors dropped at both pleces and a prob=

able hit wes soored on 1 vessel and near mlas
River. A largs fire wes started at Moulmein,

o8 on another in the Rangoon

Rshs Boone,
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It Is requested that thiz document be
burned ag scon ag /i has sarved il
purpose and that in the meaniima it
Haval wities not ba placed in any general file.
-
I. Soutimsetesn Pastfis
(4) Selomsn lslends

sare
Further details have besn received cm owr Tegk-force attask om
Munda and Vila just after Midpight, Marah 5-8. At 0102 L, our fores looated,

ba s or large DL's in the Euls

range of mhkout 8,600 yards. Onme of the

r our ships ocpened fire, and
ths other blew up, started to burn and sank in sabout 25 minutes,

to

c Unoertain identification was due the range and the faot thst
it was a very dark night. Fire from the enemy ships was weak, probably be-
cause of the surpriae.

The U.5, Task foroe bombarded both Vila and Munda, starting fires
and silemoing batteries in the target arcas. No enemy planes atiacked al-

though one enemy recsnnalssance plans dropped flares on our returning shipe.
No U.5. persomnnel or material casualties due to enemy sotion oceourred.

There was considerable air sotivity in the area by our planes
both befors and after the bombardments., Munda was attacked by a Hudson on
reconnaipsance and by 10 TEF's escorted by 16 F4F's on the mornimg of March
6.

Catalinas were overhsad during the bombardmesmt, aoting as spot-
ters batk for the paval and the shore motioms. :

89 planes sttacked Munda at 0700 L, March 6. Heavy bombes were
dropped and the area was strafed. These plones reported the runway absolutely
wservicesble as & result of the naval shelling.

Allied positions in the Hussell Islands wers attsoked for the
first time by enemy pleses on March 6. About 12 enemy dive Lombers mnd 26
Zsros attasled and were intercepted but not before the bombloada had besn
dropped, Flres were started in twoe places. 4 F-39's interoppted the enemy

% SE&EE;'
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E%{ﬁ;!.- 4 dive borbers and probably destroysd another.

An SBD on patrol in the same mrea was attecked by 6 ememy fight-
ers. Our plane was badly dumaged and the gumner was wounded in a 35 minute
fight, but the plane returned safely.

Tulagi was raided by enemy planes during the night of Maroh 5-8.
Casunlties wers 2 dead and 11 wounded.

Ouadaloansl was attacked by ememy planes from 1347 L %o 1427 L,
Karoh 8, but details are not yet available.

(B) New Britain

A possible enemy S5 was sighted about 30 milea 5N of Gasmata by
a B-17 on reconoaissance during the morming of March 6. 4 855's were sighted
later sast of the samg looation; they were on & westerly course.

An unidentified ship was soen 7 miles E. of Cape Glowsester and
another was seen aground at Talasea on March B.

(C) bLew Guinea

An Allied PT boat wnsucesssfully attecked a large snamy 55 € miles

EE of ¥orobe Harbor on March §, but later located 5 enmemy boats and reported
destroying all of Lhem together with the 200 cccupants.

2 9,000-ton AK's were reported sighted in Lae Harbor at 0B30 L,
March 6. There is no indication ms to when these ships arrived or whether they
formed a part of the decimated conwoy.

(D) Australis
Darwin was reconncitered by an ensmy light bomber about noon
March 4.
(E) N.BE.I.
Toeal (Eai Islands) was attecked by 9 B-26's, GSupply dumps were
fired.
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5 Southwestern Paoiflo

{A) Solomon Ialands

Cn March 5, 2 enemy orulsers headinpg for Munda were
sighted 30 miles W. of Vella Lavella Island.

During the nipght of Maroh 6 to 8, cur oruiser ond des-
troyer task force bombarded enemy instnllations at Vila and Munda.
Two (2) large enemy DD's or CL's were sunk in the vielnity.

Apoording to a press dispoteh, Munda and Buin were
attacked by our air foroe on Mareh 6. HResults wero not reported.

(B) New Britain

Buildings at Ubili were bombod on March & by 3 B-17's
on reconnalesance. HResults were not reported.

A reconnaiseance plane over Casmate on March 4, observed
40 enemy fighters taking off mnd others on the ground.

(C) Hew Gu’nea

During the night of March 3 to 4, a PT bont attmcked nnd
sank a burning snemy AE in Huon Gulf,

The following day, £ enemy DD's were sighted in the same
area and our alroraft sattacked and destroyed them.

Enemy troops in boats, on rafts, and in the water wora

strafed by our planes causing heavy ocasualtiss.
Enomy barges between Finsohhaf'en snd Temi Islend were

strafed by B-25's end B-17's and 6 enemy barges were sunk. A large fire
was started on Teml Island.

On March 4, Lae and Malshang airdromes were heavily bomb-
ed and strafed by A-20's and Peaufighters covered by P-38's and P-40's.

8ix (6) enemy plenes refuelling on the ground wers destroyed st Malahang
and 3 others were possibly destroyed at Las. Enemy planss attempting

1180 K]
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(C) New Guinea - (Cont'd)

to intercept were attackod by our covering fighters and 6 Jspanese

Bamufiphters and 1 P-3B damaged.

The same day, A-20's bombed and etrafed the area st the
mouth of the Varia River.
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(D) ¥. B. 1.

planes were shot down and others damaged. Our losses consistod of 3

Saumlaki Town and Matkus Islend (Tenimbar Islands) were
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I. lorthwestern Pacific ,;J/

At 1336 X, March 3, 4 P=40's oach carrying 1 300=1b. borb and
# light frogmentation bombs, ettacked cnemy poeitions at Kieka. Weather con-
iiltions prevented observation of results.

II. GSouthwestern FPacifio

{A) Solomon lslands

During the early morning of kKarch 4, 6 B-24's dropped hew
horbe on Eahili and Ballale airdromes with uncbserved results. Znemy A/A
“ire and cearchlights were active but all our plenes returned.

The same dey at 0720 L, Munde was attacked by 12 S5ED's and 15
[4F's, The fichters strafed the area where ensmy barges had been reported
ard later strefed Viru Harbor on the roturn trip. All our planes returned.

On March 5, 2 Allied fighters strafod an onsmy cutter off
irrizgila (Hew Georgla Group). The vessel wes set afire.

2 enomy planes were over Guadaleanal during the night of March 3,
and dropped 4 to € bombs but no oasunlties or damege resulted.

(B) Hew lrslend

An Allied plene on recomnaissance March 4, sighted an enemy con-
voy of 6 AK's, 4 AP's end 1 DD 30 miles 5. of Eavieng on a W course. in
hour loter ancther DD and an AK were sighted in Gacells Channel, 25 miles 3E
of Haviong.

(C) Hew Guinea

The ensmy convoy which moved westward along the W. coast of
flew Britein on ¥aroh 2, was attecked by 9 B-17's during the evening of ¥aroh
2, Wil of Rooke Island, A medium sized AEK was sunk as o result of 2 direct
fits, and noar missea dameged 2 other ships, 1 of which wes stopped.

During tho afterncon or late evening of March 2, 6 to B ad-
¢itional vessols probably AP/AK's joined the convoy, and 16 vessels (probably
G DD's end 10 AP/AE's) pessed through Vitlas Stralt.

During the following day, a total of 32 B-17's, 32 B-25's, 12
4=20's, 13 Bosufighters, end 16 P-38's attacked the convey im Huon Gulf. Ship
after ship was hit and set afire by low level attacks, At dusk only € ships
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weres sighted etill afloat. 2 of these wore AK's which were afire and the 4
others were daraged DD's. The shipe were spproximately 40 wiles off Las
and making no headway. Heoconnalssence that night could fimd cnly 1 station-
ary DD and 1 burning AK. Enemy uir losses totalled 40 enemy fighters shot
down and 16 othera probably destroyed. Our losses were 3 P-58's and 1 B-17.
Aocording to SWPAC communigque, our sireraft searohing for the

convoy on the mo of March 4 sighted only 2 d ed DD'e which waro at-
tmius and sunk. 4 intorecepting fighters were shot down without less to our

| planes.

i The woater front at Fineschhafen was bombed March 2 by a B-24 on
't reconnoissence.

+ On ¥arch 2, Les alrdrome was attacked 3 times during the day by
i=20's and P=40's. The arca was thoroughly bombed and strafed and a barge
| off the shore was sunk. Enomy planes intercepted of which 6 additional were
shot down.

| (0) Kem.

6 Hudsons ettacked Dobo, Arce Islends, on Merch 3, bombing and
strafing bulldinzs and starting fires.

At the seme time, 9 U-25'c bombed the town at Toeal, Kai la-
lande, causing a large fire which was probebly a fusl dump.

{E) Fiji Islands

On Karch 2, & Japanese 55 wae sighted 90 miles NW of Nendl
{(Viti Levu Island). 4 500-1b. bomba were dropped with unknown reaults.

R«A. Boone,
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it iz requested that documant ba
burned as soon as (& has served (fs
purpose and that in the meantime it
nol be placed in any general fils,

I. Southwestern Pagific |
(A) Selomon Islands Faler

mma,mmu.wmmuw-mmmmmw.
hﬂﬂlﬁ!LhﬂsmL,wrdrmﬂnﬂwnmﬂwt,mhpﬂrﬂui-
bility, were unable to loecate the vessels, Some of the planes bombed Ballale
nn%lfhhiuuﬁxmmmutharhhdﬂhmthnﬂmmm Results were
not chaerved.

The sams day, 10 SED's escorted by 16 fighters attacked Munda snd
Mpgidm”bmhhthmptm:nﬂ!nglﬂu‘ All our planes returned

(B) Nem Britain

On March 2, the enemy convoy H. of Cape Gloucester was attacked
ty 25 B=-17's and 2 B-24's sscorted by 16 P-38's. Bomb hits and near misses sent
2 medium AK's, posaibly senk a 7,000-¢,000-tcn AP and a emall AN, and demaged
modium AK's and a DD,

According to SKPAC communiqus, 8 additional ships joined the con-
voy March 2-3. Our aircraft gontinually attacked the ships until practically
all were sunk or sinking. A totsl of 55 eneay planes wero olaimed shot cut
of action and many others damaged during the 2 day battle. Our losses inmcluded
only 1 bomber and 3 fighters shot down and scme damaged which returned to our
base.

Dnluth,;B-ﬂbuhdMnuknlﬂD-MtﬂpnhH:lnﬁd
with smmunition in Wide Bey. An adjacent jetty was damaged.
(¢) Hem Guipea
mmmmwmmmm-mmwabﬂu
st dewn Harch 2. Bmhunﬂmypdfmnlwlmlmﬁmmpuium
was silsnced.
(0) H.E.I.
Onhnhl,nn-unnumuum-trﬂdmhmmmm
at Bima, N. coast of Scembawa Island.
(8) Austrella

A Darwin air strip was raided 15 Zeros at 1400 1 March 2.
strafed the ruowey destroying 1 ter and daneging '

w&mm“qlhm“m.miﬂ%
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the attack and destroyed 3 enemy planes and probably destroyed 3 others.
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of 0800, Maych 3, 194

1. Southwestern Paoific
(A) Solomon Islands

On March 2, Munda was raided during the early morning by a Hud-
son weather plane returning from Builn. HResults were not observed.

(B) Hew Britain

At 2125 L, March 1, a B-24 unsuccessfully attacked an enemy con-
voy 45 miles ME of Talasea (M. New Britain). This convoy, comsisting of 6 OD's
and 8 AK/AP's, was heading W. 7 B-17's set cut during the night to attack the
ships, but contact with the convoy was loet due to heavy weather and poor visi-
bility, and our attacking forces was unable to locate the vegeels, 2 of the
B-17's dropped 16 500-1b. bombe at Casmata scoring 4 hits on the rumway. The
other 5 planes returned with their load.

Aocording to SWPAC communique, our heavy bombers with fighter es-
cort attacked the enemy convoy K. of Cape Gloucester on March 2. A large AF
received 5 direct hits with 1,000-1b, bombs and vas left enveloped in smoke,
Ancther large AP was hit amidships and sank, A third medium-sized vessel re-
peived a direot hit and a fourth was damaged and afire near the bow. Enemy
warships and other cargo vessels were damaged but definite results could not be
asgertained. 30-4D enemy planes formed a cover for the vesaels and we shot 13
of them cut of mection, The scattered convoy, when last seen, was still trying
to proceed toward Lae, Our losses were reported as light.

(C) Mew Guines

On February 28, Alllied patrols reported that there were no enemy
troops in the Guadagasel area or 5. thereof,

(D) Australis

mmnm;thﬁuwmplmmmmurm
1. Hesults were not reported.

I1. U, 8, Submarine Reports

An 88 in the Scuthwest Pacific area reports slnking an 8,000-ton
enamy AO.

R.A, Boome. E_T.."Iﬂ 1'
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1. Bouthweptern Fagific

(A) 8olomop Islandp

On March 1, B-24's and TEF's set out to attack shipping in the
Buin area, but because of a haze they were unable to locate their target and
m‘rﬂr bombed Ballale and Eahili sirdromes. 1 large fire was started at Bal-
a,

The same day, Munda was sttacked twice by our airoraft. The
firet rald was by a Hudson weather plane and the second by 17 SBD's with 9
fighters as escort, Fires were started as a result of 17 1,000-1b. bombs.
Our planes returned safely.

(B) How Britain

An enemy comvey of 14 ships was sighted on March 1 near Talasea,
K. New Britain. The vessels were moving westward under cover of an advancing
weather front,

(C) Hew Guinea

On March 1, Alexishafen airfield was bombed by & reconnaissance
plans and enemy positions from Salamaus to Guadagasel were bombed and strafed,
Results were not reported.

At the same time, our ground patrols in a surprise attack de-
stroyed L large snemy barges at the mouth of the Waria River.

Milne Bay was raided by enemy planes at 1124 L, March 1, but re-
sults were not reported. : ;

(o) ME.I

On March 1, a heavy bomber on reconnaiesance attacked enemy ship-
ping at Scemba Island. Details of this attack have not been reported.

(E) Bay of Bangal

On February 28, near Ramree Island (80 miles SE of Akyab), coastal
craft of the Aoyal Indian Havy attacked 2 armed enemy launches heavily loaded
th troope and ammunition., 1 enemy vessel was blown
other was left in a sinking condition. 50 enemy soldiers were killed and
others captured.
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I. Horthwestorn Paociflo

At 1580 W, February 27, Kisks was attaclkted by 12 bombers ond 4
fighters. 16 1,000-1t. and 62 B00-1b. bombo wore dropped over the target but
clouds provented observatlon of rosulte. No enemy plance were scen and mo A/A
was onoountered.

The following day at 1300 W, Kiska wes agein attacked by 6 heavy

end 6 medium beombors. Hite wore seen in the target crea, M‘}, fire was heovy
but inzccurate and all our plenes roturned,

11. Soutlwestem FPooifio

(i) Eolomon lslends

From 0416 I to 0686 L, February 28, PB4Y's end TDF'a were over
tho Buin eroa. A large AK in the herbor was hit by bombs end blow up. Other
planes, which were unable to locate the ships beocause of the hage, bombed
Eahili snd Ballalo air (lolds. Firce wore started at both places, ocno at
Kalhdli visible for 60 mllos. 1 enemy pleme was destroyod on the pround and 1
I0F failed to roturn.

The samo dny, Munda was tombod by o woather plune and Vila by
16 SBD's oscorted by 16 fighters. 3 fireos were started at Vila and all our
planos roturned.

(B) How Britain

£ enocmy schooners wero attocled by our elrcraft N. of Open Bay
on Fabruery 27. Hesults wers not reported.

{C) New Guinea

A posalble 58 was depth-charped 5. of Buna on Pebruary 26. Re-
oults were not roported.
Another possible £S5 wae sighted cn tho surfeco S. of Port Moresby.

On February 28-27, our advance patrols near Mube, drove the enomy
from the Weipali area., 100 sdditionsal Jep troops have been killed.

Leo and Finschafen were tormbed by 1 of our heavy bombers on Febru-
ary 28 with unobserved results.

Yho same day, onemy plancs attacked Merauke and Milne Pay and

dropped bomba but no damage resulted.
e S
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(D) N.BE.I.

Our long renge fighters hoavily sttacked Penfoel airdroms, Xoe-
prog, in & pro-dawa attack February 28, The cnemy wes completely surprised
and our plancs destroyed 4 bombers and 9§ fighters on the around, end serlously
demezed or probably destroyed and additionsl bomber mnd B fighters.

A/h positlons wore silenced and fires wers ctartod in the build-
ing arca. Interceptlon was attemptod by 3 fighters, 1 of which was shot out
of eotion snd the others driven off. All our pleneas returned.

Mo tho sems mernlng, medium bombers bombed and strefed Toeal, Kai
Telande, covelng heavy demege in the building eres,

(&) Buy of Dengnl

Un Februsry 27, 4 B-24's attooked a 7,000-ton suemy vescel 80
nlles 3§ of Rungoon. 4 direct hits end several noar misses were soored with
{0-1b, bombs. When lest seon, the ship was burning end boin; abendoned.

R«hs Boone,
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1. Southwestern Pacifie

(A) Solomon Islande

On February 26, = Hudson on a weather [light dropped
B bombs on Munda. Results were not observed.

The following day, at 1600 L, 17 S50D's and 15 fightera
bombed mand strafed installations and dumps at Munda causing 3 fires.
All our planes returned safely.

At 1740 L, Pebruary E7, 14 S8BD's escorted by 24 fighters
attscked an ensmy AP and 2 corvettes off the N.E. coast of Vella Lavella
Island. The AP was hit by 4 heavy bombs and was enveloped in (lames. 1
corvette wae also burning from a direct hit., 1 enemy plane waa shot
down and mnother probably destroyed. Our losses included 1 lighter shot
down and another missing. &€ of our righters ocollided over our {ield.

(B) New Britaln

Four (4) enemy 58's were sighted 90 miles 5. W. of
Gasmata on February 25. The wessels were heading toward Lae.

The same day 5 enemy ANK's, 1 AD and 3 smaller vessele,
inoluding a possible 58, were slghted 12 miles N. W. of Ubili (Open
Bey)s Our heavy bomber formatioma set ocut to attmok these ships but
wera unabls to looats them.

{C) HNew Ouinea

On February 27 Las was bombed and strafsd by our medium
bombers. Fires were started mnd enemy machine gpun positions silenoced.

¥o interception was attempted.

During the month of Fobruary, 660 Japs were killed and
T3 taken prisonsr in the Buna ares.

(D) Muetralia

An enemy S8 of Port Stephens (5.E. coast) wan attacked
by an RAAF Budson on Pebruary 26. 42 bombs wore dropped but no hits were
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1I. U+5. Submarine lieporta

Ao 88 returning from patrol in the Southwest

Paoifio reports sinking 3 large enemy AK's and a large AP. The same
58 damaged a possible crulser with 2 torpedo 1ita.

Another 5 returning fron patrol reporte sink-

ing 1 AKX, 1 tanker, damaging 1 17,600-ton AD mivd possibly dameping
another 17,800-ton AO. This 55 alse sank © Z5-ton schooners by gun-

fire.
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1. HNortlwestern Paoifle

On February 26, Kiskn was attacked by 6 B-24's and 5 B-25's with
fizhter escort. Eorbs wore dropped et the liorth lead and on the main ecsmp. A
B=24 was damajed by A4 fire and crush landed upon returning to the base. The
bombardier of this plane was killed by AL fire and the crew susteined minor in-
juries in tho orash lending. In asddition, o B-25 was damaged sli:htly.

11. Southwestern Paoiflo

(A) Solemon Islends

On February 26, Vile was bombod by a Hudson reconnaissance plone
which woe returning to bass. Bombs hit in the revetment sroa with unobserved
results.

On February 26, Eahill was attacked by 6 F4U's, B P-40's, and 12
P=38's at 1215 L. No enomy sircraft was encouniered and thero was no Ad.
Further details of the rald are lacking.

On the same day, Munda wae attaocked by 18 SBD'a and 16 P-40's.
8 onemy planes were seen on the ground, 1 of which was claimed destroyed. Bomb
hte were reported nvar othor plansa. Fires wero started and 2 AA batterlea
wors silenced., The area wos strafed by tho fighter plenes. pll ocur planes ro=-

turned,
(B) Kew Britain

On Fabruary £8, an Allled heavy bomber on armmed reconnaissence
bombod 5 small vessels at Powell Point in Open Bay. Damaging noar misses wore
cloimed, Gasmuta alrfield and dispersal aroa were attacked the sume dey by
Allled heavy berbers, which attacked in two waves. Ten tons of bombs wore drop-
ped cousing wide sprond dwan-o.

() Now Guinea

On February 26, photos were taken at Wewek and revealed 1 DD, 1
minalayer, 1 small ubolossified vessel, and meveral barges in the harbor,

On the next day, Fobruary 26, the Viewak area was struck by Allied
hoavy bombers io o pro-dosm atteck. A direct hit snd 2 near misses were soored
with 500-1b. bombe on & E6,000-ton AK. Exploslons wore cmused by bombs dropped
oo the airfield ruoway end disporsel oross and amony grounded airoraft.

T sECHEST
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{n February 256, Finschafen was bombed by a B-24 on reconnais-
BANCA.

Om FPebruary 26, Lao was attacked by our heavy bombers in two
attacks, The airfield and ahore installations werc the targets and woro bombed
and strafed from a low altltude.

During the day of February 26, the Guadagesel Saddle area, the
feipall Tredil, and the Worla Tver mouth aroa were agnin bombed and strafed
by A=20's.

(D) Australia

Lerwin was visited by en enemy roconnaissance plane for the
second day in succeseion, on February 25.

11I: Us 5. Submarine h‘]ﬂl‘t.

A U. B+ 85 returning from patrol has roported sinking s 4,600-
ton A.Pf;!.[, e 3,B00-ton AK, und & 120-ton schooner. In addition, a 6,000-ton
A¥. was torpedoed and probebly sunk.

Rsés Boone,
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1. Southweatern Paoifle

(i) Solomon Islends

During the early morning of February 26, 8 B-24's wore over the
Buin area. Pombe were dropped on Kehill und Felsi,where an oxplosion was seen.
Other results were not observed due to bad weather,

Vila was bombed the same day by heavy bombsrs ssoorted by fight-
ers and 3 fires were started. 1 fighter was foroed to land off Santa Ysabol
Island, but the pllot was safe in the water.

(B) Hew Britain

On February 25, enemy shipping and installations at Rabaul were
attecked by our heavy bombers., Direct hits or near misses were scored on 3
small vonsels and an 8,000-ton ehip resembling an AVF was damaged by 4 bomba.
There was no sttempt at interoception.

Oasmata and Cape Gleucester alrdromes were bombed the same doy
with unobserved results.

(¢) Hew Guinea

A B=24 on reconnaigsance bombed Keukenau (W Dutch New Guinea) on
February 24. A complete eirstrip and clearing wors cbserved.

Enomy plunes raided ¥ilne Bay the evening of February 24, and
again the followlng morning but resulte wore not reported,

On February 26, an Allied hoavy bomber scored 2 direct hits or
near misses with 600=1b. bomba on m emall AK in the harbor at Alexishafen.

The same day, Bostons bombed and strafed the track from Selamaue
tc Mubo and the airfield and bullding area ot the mouth of the Warie Mver.

Ground patrols at the same time, wore mopping-up enemy atraggle re
betwesn the Kumusi end Opi Fivers. 4n additional 60 Japanese were killed.

(D) M.E.I.

On February 26, an allied heavy bomber scored a direct hit on e
4,000-ton enesy vessel at Babo, Dutoh New Guinos. 1}’ o
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(E) Aurtralis

An enemy alroraflt was sighted over Darwln during the early after-
noon of Fabruary 24.

HsA+ Boone.
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I. HNorthwestorn Pacifio

On Pebruary 23, enamy positlons at Kiska were attecked by 18
bombors and 8 P-38's. luny bombs wore dropped but results were not obeerved
dus to broken clouds.

11. GSouthweatern Pacifio

{A) New Britein-New Ireland

An Allied heavy bomber sttacked cnemy shipplng off Cape 5t. George
(5« Hew Iroland) Fobruary 24. Results ware not reported.

The same day, befors desm, Allied heavy bombers attacked snemy
shipping at Robaul Hartor. A direct hit wes olaimed on a 10,0C0-ton AR, and
near hits damaped 2 enemy warships. /nother large enemy noval vessel wos at-
tacked off Cape Gaxolle (20 miles 5B of Beabaul). In an effort to escape the
ehip was reported to have pone eground on reefs. Iio intercoption was attompted
and gll our planes roturned safely.

An Allied heovy bombar cn recomneissance over Open Bay was et-
tacked by 13 enemy [ighters, 4 of which were reported destroyed. Our plane
roturned safoly. Another heavy bomber sttacking a small enemy AK in the same
aroa wae intercepted by 5 enomy fighters, 1 of which was shot down.

(B) Fow Guinea

On Fobrusry 24, 6 B-2b6'es bombed and strafed villages noar Lae.
Other Allied aircraft attacked Lae and Malaheang elirdrome starting large fires.

Throuyghout the dey Bostons bombad gnd strafed the Mubo cree and
eneryy positions near the mouth of the iiarda RElver mad elong tho coast.

Fadang sirdrome was attecked by an Allied heavy bomber with un-
observed resulta,

(C) N.E.1.

Babo (Dutoh New Guinea) wns bombed by Allied sireraft February
24. FRmsulte were rot reported.

R:A. Boones .E'L'i-“ 1%
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I. Nortlwestarn Proific

On February 22, 15 bombters and B P-38's set out for Kinka at
1228 W, but bad weathor forced them to roturn to Adek without ettacking.

II. Eouthwegstern Pecific
(A) Bolomon Islands

During the early mornicg of February 23, Munda end Vile were each
attackod by o formation of € FOY'a. [lomvy bemba fall in the target area. 2
FOY'e wore damaged by A/A firo over Munda but sll planes returmed to their base,

puring the night of Fetruary 20-21, an enemy foroe was roported
londing et Bambatann (W. Choisoul Island)s 1 of our search plancs on Fabruary
22, scored hits with depth charges on en onemy barge londed wlth Japanese troopa
in the ssme eroa. .

A hoavy fighter atteck was made on fekata Bay Pebruary 22. The
arsa wos thoroughly strafed and no enemy planes were cbasrved.

Enomy plenss bombed the Tulagl arca during the night of February
21«22, cousing & fire in e munition dump end a few casuanlties.

Tho following night, an enemy plans was over our airfield at
Guadaloanal. 7 bombs were dropped dameging eiroraft and 1 man was killed and ©

wounded.
{B) Mew Dritain

At 083) L, February 23, 3 probablo [iD's mnd 1 AF wore sighted off
Wide Bay on a SE courao.
Fhotographs of Rebaul taken February 22, reveal 79 ships in the

harbor including 1 CL, 11 DD's, 2 53'a, 2 PC's, 1 nuxiliary, 2 AO's, ] teader,
and B8 AP's/AK's aggregating abeut 299,000 tona.

Before dewn on February 23, our heavy bombers attacked Eoboul and
shipping 1o the harbor. 3 direct bomb hits were scored on a crulsor or a large
DU, and near missoe were reported on an enemy AK. Fires wore started aloog the
woterfront and 2 nchooners were strafed from a low altitude. Intensce Af,ﬁ fire

wes onocountored throughout the attack.
2 ﬂl‘
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(m the seme day, a single heavy bomber on reconneissancc bombed
the Cape Gloucester airdrome with uncbsorved results.

{C) New Gulnea

2 unidentified 55's wore seen moving into Morcbe Harbor during
ths afterncon of Fehruary 22.

During the night, o D-17 bombed installations et Lae with unob-
served results.

On February 23, medium bombers attacked willagss in the Las arom
and the Mubo-Guadagasel area was bombed and strafed by Bostona.

Throughout the day, Bostons bombed enemy positions near the mouth
of the faria River, snd cther enemy held arees along the ocomst, Enemy bargos
near Salsmaus were damaped by these raids.

Enemy planos attacked Allled positions at Milne Pay and Port
Moresby during the night of February 2£-25. Minor damege and oesualtlss ware
reported at Milne Bay but no further reports have been received,

(D) H.E.I.

On February 23, Penfoel airdrome at Koepang (F. Timor) was raided
by an allied heavy bomber. 10 ememy {ighters intercepted, 2 of which were shot
down and snother probably destroyed. Cur plane returned to its bese.

The same day, medium bombers attacked Toeal (¥ei Islands), causing
heavy damage and starting fires. :

(E) Xex Hobrides

Espiritu Santo exporlenced a light eir rald by epemy planes dur-
ing the early morning of February 22.

I11. U. 5. Submarines Reports

An 58 roturning from pstrol in the Southwest Pucifio reports eink-
ing » 1,350=-ton OM and scoring a torpedo hit on an escorting LD which, when last
sean, was stopped and burning.

Ancther 55 has reported 6 enemy AK's torpedoed end possibly several
othere.

A third 56 returning from patrol in the Weet Peolfle, reports sink-
ing 10,000-tons of enemy shipping and demaging en additicmel 22,000 tons.

R« A« Boone.
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I. Bouthwestern Paoliflo

(A) Solomon Islands

Ballale and Kahili sirdromes were attacked by medium bombers dur-
ing the night of Pebruary Z1-2E. Fires visible for 40 miles were started in

dispersal bays.

During the early morn of February 22, Vila and Munda were st~
tacked by B-24's. Semrchlights and A/A fire were encountered at both places and
some fires were started by bomb hits.

On February 21, an Allied plane sighted an enemy 55 7 miles KE of 21407
Lungs Point, Guadaloanml. Depth chargea were dropped and 2 direct hits were ro-
ported. Patoches of oll were seen [ive minutes later.

(B) New Britain

o Pobruary 21, a B-24 on reconnaissence attaocked a small onemy
AK at Open Bay. The ship was not hit.

The following day, Allied planes bombed Casmata and Lakuned
(Fabaul) sirdromes, Heeults were not reported,

At the same time, ancther heavy bomber attacked shipping and the
airfield at Lorengsu, Admiralty Islands, with unobserved results.

(C) Mew Quinea

On February 22, our planes droppsd 16 tons of bombs on Malshang
alrdrome and nearby villages in the Las area. 1,000-1b. bomba caused hoavy de-
struction and started many fires. Villages at the mouth of the Warla River were
attacked by the same planes. There was no intercepticon and all our planes ra-
turned.

The seme s A=20'g bombed and strefed trails and villages noar
Guadagasel Oap (5. of Mubo), where the enomy force was concentrated.

Enemy planes were over Fort lMoresby during the might of February

i, e 2 o o e
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(D) Austrelis
fn Februery 21, an enemy plane was over Gladstons Harbor, 240
miles N. of Brisbane, and another snemy plane attaocked an Allied convoy off
Cape Londonderry, approsching Derwin from the west. No damage resulted.

II. U. 8. Submarine HPU“.

An BS returming from patrol in the Southwest Pacifio reports
sinking a TEO-ton ensmy AK.

Another S8 sank s 80-ton AF/schooner by gunfire in the same erea.

A third A11ied 85, in the same area, reports scoring hits on 2
T7,000-ton AK's and a 600-ton barge.

B« A+ Boone.
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1. HNHorthwestorn Prolfle

At 1400 ¥, Februery 20, our bombers and fighters attacled Klska.
Heavy bomba fell on Morth Fead, the inin Camp, the new fighter strip, ond on
Little Kigke Island, 1 heavy bosher snd 1 P-38 were dameged by A/A fire. To
ousmy planss attempted ‘ntereepiion.

A for hours lator, 1 of our sesrch planes was ettacked by an
enemy [loat plane H. of Buldir Jslend (W. of Klake). No damage was roported.

I1. Bouthwestem Froifle

A (a) Solomcn Inlands

oo Pebruery 21, msdium bombers attacked the enemy airdromes at

NFK Hahdll end Ballsle. J lengar wes dastroyed; other bulldipga wers demaged; at
least: 2 planse vere deetroyed op the pround, end large firss wers started in the
reveiment area. fleavy 4/A fire was encountersd but all our plansa returned,

On Februery E), twe formetiocns of FBAY's bombod Munds and Vila.
The roesults of theaeo raides were uot observed.

The sams day, Mupds wne sgaln attacked by 12 TEF's end 12 SED'a
essoitod by L7 Tfightore. Pombo aterted fires in areas arcund the rumwey. 1
P~10 woas forosd dovn but the pilot lended by parashute. All other planes re-
tumed.

(B) Yow Britein

A B-8& on reconnaissance over Cape Oloucsster on Pebruary 20 wes
latercopted by § Zeros, 1 of which wns dacaged and the others driven off.

(c) Now Quinsa

On Fobruery 20 snd Fobruary 21, enauy planos attacked Milne Bay,
Bune, and Dobodura (5W of [una). Bombe wera dropped but nmo damage resulted.

Two wavee of Bostons ralded the Mubo area on February 21, Ensmy
inotelletions were bombed and strafed. A largo enemy land unit has been re-

ported moving into this aren to reinfores their retreating troops. Weipall
willage was ocompletely deatroyed by fires resulting from our asrial attacks.
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O0n Fobruery 21, Aubon was etbtacked by our haavy bombera. Both
tho town and ahipping in tho harbor were hit but olouds provented complete ob-

€ enemy planss intercepted, 2 of which were destroyed

and 2 others probably destroyed. ALl our plencs returned.

III. U. 6. Submarine Reporta

spoed ahip.
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Surpwry as o 000, Yebruery 21, 1945.

1. Horthwestern Pecllilo

Un FPebruery 19, en onamy smsunition shlp epproachlng Attu was set
afire by an Allled stback and wos roported to bo sinking.

II. BSouthwostera Prollio

(A) Solomon Iclands

On Poebruery 20, cur hoavy and madium bombters attacked Kehill and
Ballele airdromos and Frisl seaplens unchorage. Over 205 toas of bomba end in=-
e-ndiaries wers reported dropped causing wide spread demage. Numerous [ires and
erxploaions wers oamused in the disporsal ercat. Fuel and emmunition dumps wore
hit starting huge fires. No shipplng weg cheerved. There was no attampt at in-
terosption although heevy Ai fire wes encountored but mll our planes returned.

Vila airfield was attecked by 8 B-24's durln; the early morning
hours of Februery 20. Considersble dempge weas reported.

Thoe some morning Wendn wes attacked by 12 TBF's, 18 SED'e, 8
P-39's and 24 F4F's. The ruoway end AA instellations were heevily ettacked and
soveral AA poalitiona were hit. 1 of ecur S5E's was damaged by AA fire and was
foroed to land in the weter short of cur base, but both mombers of the ecrow wero
sean in o rubbor Loat. No other plancs wera lost,

{B) MNew Hritain
On February £0, our hoovy and medium bombors and torpede plance at-
tacked Gosmate. FPires end uxplogions wors obsorved after our heavy bombers drop-
ped thelr losds. & grovndod enemy bombers wero destroyed. Allled mediun bombers
strafed enemy barges in tho harbor from m low altitude and Allied torpedo planocs
attecked enery shipping reloasing 2 torpedoes ut o DD and 3 at an AX. Darkness

provented observation of the results of the torpedo attack. 3 enemy fighters in-
toroeptad our planep end 1 was shot down.

(C) MN.E.I.

Interpretation of photographie roconnaissance over Dili February
16, showed a 7,000 ton AP end 43 lending bergsa in the harbor.

(D) Avstralia

At 2350 ¥, Pebruary 19, the Sydney aresn was roported visited hy.an
snomy plane which later departed sewvard, S _T
eRenTEr
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III. U. B. Submarine heports

7

A U.8. S8 retuming from patrol im the Southwest Paoifioc arec hes
roported poasibly ainkinrg 1 onemy AX, ancother AX wes damajed with a torpeds hit,
and an AD was damagod by & terpede hite.

R+ A. Boone,.
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I. Nortlwestern Pacifio

decument Lo

At 1300 X, February 18, our surface vessele bombardsd enasmy positions
at folts Bay and Chichsgof Harbor. Hesults were not apparent.

The sane day at 1800 X, 2 onemy plsnes attacked fmohitlka. Eight (8)
P=40'a took to the air and shot both of them down.

II. Southwestern Paoifio

(o) BSolomon Islands

During the early morning of Pebruary 18, 7 FB4Y's and 3 B-24's
attaocked the Buin - Ehortland Island area. Heavy bombes were dropped at ship-
ping in the harbore, on the runways at Kahili and Ballale and on Husave Island,
Some [ires wers started.

During the night of Pebruary 18 = 18, our hoavy and medium
bombars, flying at low altitude, again attaoked the Bulr - Shortland area.
Two (2) shipa, one of 8, Dﬂﬂ tohwe and mnother of 7,000 tons, wers afire from

2 direot hites on emch. Two (£) other enemy ships were hit mnd badly demsged.
Supply dumps and dispersal bays at Kahili wore bombed ard fires were visible
for 30 miles.

At 1740 L, Pebruary 18, Vila wes bombed by 10 SBD'a, escorted
by 14 fighters. W¥Wo enemy airoraft were observed, only light nﬁ. fire wos an-
oountered and all ocur planes returned.

: Munda and Vila wore agein attacked during the night of February
18 but no details were reported.

Allied surfece vessels, 20 miles E. of §5.E. San Crilstobal Ialend,
were attacked by 7 enemy torpedo planes at 2000 L, February 17. At least 6
of the enemy airoraft were destroyed snd our ships suffered no omsualties or

damage.
(B) HNew Britain

Near Oasmats one of our heavy bombere attacked a 5,000 ton
enemy AK, Pebruary 16. fTwelve (12) enemy fighters intercepted of whioh 3
wore destroyed. Our plane returned safely.

Another heavy bomber, on reconnaissance, nmﬂgg
fis: T
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AP off Cape Gloucester the same day. 1 of 7 interoepting enemy fiphters was
shot down. '

(C) Hew Cuinea

On February 18, Finsohhafen was bombed by a B-24 on reconnais-
sance but results were not reported.

Tho snme day Merauke was ottacked at moon by an enemy float
plane. Tmo (2) bombs fell near an Allied surface vesesl but coused no damage.

A 1,000 ton enemy supply ship at Salammus was sttacked hy
A1liad alroreft on February 19, but the ship wae not hit.

The same day our ettack planes and long-range fighters bombed
and strafod smell villeges in the Lae aroa.

Conaiderable smemy oconstruction sotivity has been cbeserved in
the lower Merknam River valley and a new air strip is being construoted at
Wahpat, 50 milem Y. W. of lae.

R« A. Boone.
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I. Soutimestern Pagiflo
(A) Solomon Islandp

During the night of February 17-10, EKahili airdrome was atteched
by our medium bombers. Bombs hit in the dispersal and dump areas causing ex-
plosions and fires wisible for 50 miles. A number of memy aircralt wera de-
MMthlgrmmd. Heavy A/A fire was encountered but all our planes re-

Monda wae attacked by 13 SHD's epcorted by 2l fighters at 1700
L, Pebruary 17. Heavy bombe otarted 2 fires. MNo enemy planes were cbserved.
Mediwe /A fire mas encountered but all planes returnad.

The same night, Vila was bombed by owr aircraft with unobservod
results.

(B) HNew Britain

An enemy barge and a possible 53, LO miles F. of Gasmata, werc
insuccessfully attacked by a B-2li on Fobruary 17.

On February 18, 1 of our heavy bombers borbed an eneny AEK off
Cape Orford (5. of Wide Bay).

Another Allied plene on recmmalssance bombed and strafed a
5,000-ton enemy AK in Rein Bay (N. New Britain, 50 miles E. of Cape Glousester).
Hesulte wera not obaerved.

(C) New Ouines
On Pebruary 15, near the mouth of the Eia River, our PTts at-
tacked & to £ enswy barges, ) of which were destroyed.

mmnmrmmrm-mmnmﬂ;mmnm
mouth of the Warla « At least 40O well-zrmed Japanese troops were re-
ported here February 17. The dispersal areas at Madang eirdrome were bombed
by a recomaissance plane, and the area between Madang and Alexishafen (10
miles N.) was strafed by our long renge fighters. L enesy launches and o
300=ton auxiliary schocner were damaged or destroyed.
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e The pome day, enemy coasial positiéne beiween Lae and tho mouth
of the Weria River wore bombed and strafed by our planes.

Our ground patrols in the Mubo area report LO additionel Japen-
g;“mmrrmm. The enemy has established & poeition at Waipald, 2
S0 of Mubo.

(D) N.E.I.

On February 17, & B-24 on reconnaissance sighted an enemy CL
or DD with 2 L,000-ton AK's, 20 miles 5. of Fuk Fek (MW Dutch New Quinea).

The following day, our medium bombers attacked sn enemy oarulser
at Dild (N. Timor) with unoboerved results. 5 Zeros intercepted, 2 of whish
wore destroyed in a mmning fight of over 100 miles. 1 Alied plene failed to

roturn.
E. 4. Doone.
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I, Northwestern Paocifio
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On February 16, 11 bombors and 8 fighters were over Kiska during
the afternoon, but found the area closed in ond did not sttack.

1I. Southwestern Paocifio

(A) Solomon Islande

At 0700 L, on February 17, 6 heavy bombers escorted by 29 fight-
era sot out to attack the Buln-Shortland area. Engine and radlo troubls forced
some of the planes to return and before these difficulties could be corrected
the fishters were insufficiently fueled for the trip; therefore, all planes re-
turnod to our base.

A Catalina dropped 4 600-1b. bomba on Vila at 0310 [, Fobruary
16. There was no A/A fire and no searchlights.

(B) New Britain
Hoavy bombera attacked Ubdili and Qasmata on February 17 sterting -

fires.

The seme day, an 80-foot echooner off Cape Qloucesater was sunk by
bomba from 1 ¢f our reconnaissance planos.

(C) Yew Guinea

On February 16, lmleshang eirdrome, Lae, was attecked by € B-26's
with unobserved results.

The following day, low-{lying fighters strafod onomy positions
along the coast from Lae to the mouth of the Xumusi River.

In the Tleu area the enemy ls comtinuing to withdraw towarde Mubo.

(D) N.E.I.

Babo (I Dutch Mew Guinea) was hit by heavy bombers February 17.
Details weres not reported.
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J o Naval Activities purpose and that in the meantime it
Sumary a6 oF UB, February I, 1943 "0t b¢ olaced in any goneral sl

I. Northwestern Pmoifio

At 1720 X, on February 15, 6 enemy plenes attacked Amchitka. 10
bombs were dropped, 3 of which landed on the runway and § N. of the runway.
There were 3 oasualties.

I1. Southwestern Pacifio

(A) Bolomon Islands

11 DD's and 10 AK'e were sighted in the Buin-Falsi area on Febru=
ary l4.

The following day, & plenes set out to attack Ballale airdrome
but only 1 reached the cbjective. 1 Allied plsne has failed to return.

Another formation of Allied planes were assipgned to attack Kehili
but only 1 B-24 reached the target. Again 1 pleane failed to return.

(B) Hew Quinea

Three waves of Allied plenes attacked the Las aree on February 16
(previously reported without details). Participating plencs included 12 B-25's,
i 8 Bostons, and 16 P-38's whioh bombed and strafed the supply and ammunition dump
arsas atarting fires, and bombed the airfield st Malwhang, NE of Lee, where other
fires were observed.

Villages between Dounia and the comst on the Humusi River have been
reported oocoupied by the enemy.

On February 16, Salamaus was bombed and strafed in a low lovel at-
tack., A number of small surfmce orafta wero destroyed. There was no interception
from ensmy planes.

I1I. U. 5+ Submarine Reports

Thres Amoricen 38's returning from patrol in the Western Fmoifio
and Southwestern Paclific areas, roport sinking 2 ememy DD's, 4 AK's, snd an AD,

R’ A-l m’i
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I. Soutlwmntern Paoifio: it is requesied that thin document be
Ui pndd U duvnl Wl Jl el e ool ild
{l} Golomon lelands. Pty b und Inal (n the sean e

AL UE praved of DY gesidi Wl e,

On February 14 Kahill airdrome was bombed by 2 Cabtalinas.
Opes explosion resulted from sixtesn 260 lb, bombs and small fregmentation bombo.
Eperyy searohlights were ineffaective,

At 1008L, February 15, 7illa was attacked by 8 B-287p
nooompanied by 10 fighters. Heawy bembs fell in the target area starting fires.
Two B-26's wore hit by A/A fire snd 3 mombors of the orew imjurod,but all our
flanss returned safely.

The oame day et 11B6L fifteen SED's and § TBP's with
fighter escort bombed Munda. The detalls wore not reported. Forty esnemy plance
wers on the field; no interception was attemptad, Our planes returned safely.
One TBF was damaged by A/A fire.

Pive hours later Munda was again hoavily bonbed by 11 SHD':
nnd 7 TBF's esoorted by 18 fightern. Ko enmsy planss were observed on tha ground
or in the air and all our planes returned to thelr base.

(B) Kew Britain:
Photographs of shipping in Rabaul Barbor teken Pebruary L4

revealed 1 CL, 10 DD's, 3 55"a, 6 AO's, 1 AM, 0 AP's, totaling 48,000 tona, and
46 AL'a, totaling 202,000 tons.

Allied planss en routs to Rabaul the morning of Februsry 14
reported sighting 3 possible CL'a, 1 DD and & possible CV off Wide Bey. latar
the samo dey a BE-24 reported no snsmy shipe in this area. During the night of
February 14-16 Habaul was sgein attsoked by our heavy bombers. Thirty-elght tons
of explosives and 1800 insendaries ocaused explosions in the emmunition dump arsa
aod the whole N.W, seotor of the town wes in flames, A large flre was aloo
started st Rmpopo airdrome. Heavy A/A fire was encountered,but no interception
was attespted. All our plenes returned.

Near Talasea, N. Hew Eritain, one of our heevy bombers
on recconaissance soored a direct Lomb hit on an ememy AE, February 1G.

e
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& (c) New Guinen:

In night attacks on February 11 and 12 cur FI's wstrafed
apnsmy shore positione and barges near the mouth of the Waria River.

Seven B-206'0, socompanied by 8 fighters, bombad Las
air field and pther installetions on February 16, Bulldings and grounded air-
arsft were hit and flres started.

The enemy has been olesred out of the area from the
mouth of the Eumusi River to Cape Ward Hunt, 26 miles narth,

On Pebruary 15 Laes was apuin attacked by medivm bombers
with fighter escort. IEnemy installations and supply dumps were bambed and
strafed starting numsrous fires.

On the sama day Floschafen runway was raided by heavy
bombers with uncbserved results.

Seventy-two additional enemy troops have been ldlled in
the Wau area where our patrols are elimloating small ensmy parties and stragglers.

(p) N,E.I.

On Februery 13 Dobo, Arce Islands, was attacked by lew
flying medium bombers. Large fires were started and bulldings destroyed,
Acoording to a SWEAC communique, the town of Dobe ie now in ruins. The wharves
have been destroyed and the enemy has apparently been forced to abandon thie
base,as a result of this attack and the ralds of February T and 8,

Shipping and shore installations at Ambon were hit by
our heavy bombers the same day. Iwo direct hits were scored on an 8,000 ton
AP, which was probably destroyed. Explosions end large fires were visible for
60 miles. Four intercepting ZERO's were drivem off and all ocur planes returnsd

“r']." ™~

D4114, N, Timor, wns attacked twice on FPebruary 16 by
our medium bombers causiag heavy damage to enemy installatlons and starting fires.

(B) Samoan Islands,
An enemy 58 has been reported operating io this area,

Hempvcs R, A. Doone,
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I. Forthweatern Pmoifio

At 1100X, Februsry 13, Eiska was attacked by 6 B-24's and 8 B-EG's,
with 10 P-58's as esoort. Heavy bombs were dropped on Horth Head and the main
m“nﬂwmﬂmmw.mﬂ”ﬂ'tMtMn-m. 1 B-26
also strafed Little Elska. Five float planes interospted of whioh 3 wers shot
down., A B-26, dameged by A/A fire, orash landed at Adak, injuring all the orew,
but the other planes returnod safely.

our air patrol over Amchitks sighted an enemy float plane and shot
it down. Our P=38 was damaged mnd had to return to Adak on one engine.

At 17261 the some day, 7 onemy planes dropped bomba et an AK in
the harbor at Amchitka, but no demage was reported,

II. Southwestern Pacifio
(A) Solomon Islands

Eshill Airdrome, Buin, was bombed during the night of February 13-14,
oausing explosions in the dispersal and supply dump ares.

At 1200L, February 14, 9 FBAT's and 12 P4U's, escorted by 10 P-38%,
dropped 72 1000 pound bombs st two large enemy AK's off Hahili, and 3 direct
hitns wers sgored. 40 to 45 ememy planes intercepted, of which 11 were ghot down.
our losses by heavy A/A fire and fighter interception totaled 2 PBAY's shot dowm
and ¢ P-38's and 2 P4U's misslng.

Flying low, 18 fighters strafed the rummy and enewy positions at
Munda, Pebruary 14. A/A fire was heavy, but all our plenes returned.

Munda was hit again the sams dsy by 18 SBD'a and 3 TBF's, ssoorted
by 11 fighters. A large fire was started. All our planes returnod safely.

6,088 Japansse have been reported killed and 127 captured in the
final offensive on Cuadaloanal which began on Jamuary 15.

(B) New Britain
A B-17 was over Eabaul for two hours during the early morning of

SEERET
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February 18, Fires wero started near the north end of the harber,

A B~24 unsucocessfully sttacked an enssy flying boat over Jacquinot
Bay the samé day,.

The night of Feb, 15-14, Rebaul was heavily raided by 30 heavy bombers
in four attaoks. mmwmumutmm“wmwhnm

Ubild { Open Bay ) was atteocked twlce cn Feb, 14 by our heavy bombers
with unobesrved results.

(C) Bew Guinea
(o Feb, 13, an enemy OL, 1 DD, 1 AP, and § AX's were aighted at Wewak,

The sems day, 6 Boatons bombed and strafed the Mubo-Wanduml area, whils
B=25's attacked the bullding mroa at Las. Results were not cbeerved, Merauke was
bombed by an enemy [loat plane Pebruary 13, causing 8 native casualties.

(D) H.E.I.

On Feb, 12, & Zeroc made an unsucoessful attempt to intercept a B-24
on reccrmaiessnce over Ambon, Five ships were sighted in the harbor,

(E) Australia

An enemy float plane was over the Mitchell River (west ocast Cape
York Peninsula) during the afterncon of Feb, 12, Ho detalls have been reported.

R, A. Boone
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L. Southwest Pacific
(A) Solomons

in enemy convoy of 1 DD, 1 CL (or DL) and cne AK was
attacked 20 miles SE of Falsi by 9 PB4Y's, 11 F4U's and 4 P-38'g gt 1130L
February 13 but no direct hits were scored on the ships. 6 Zercs were sighted
but did not attack,

At 1245L the seme day 6 B-24's, 4 P-38'a and 7 P-40's abbacked
en anchored enexy AR at Buln, A direct hit was scored with 1-1,000 pound bomb
and the ship was later seen smoking, 3 B-24's, 2 P~40's and one P-38 were shot
down (AA fire was responsible for 1 B-24 and 1 P-40 shot down and 2 additional
B-24's being so badly damaged they could not keep up and wers shot down by Zeros).
45 Yeros Intercepted our planes and 8 were destroyed.

kunda was ettacked by 17 5ED's, 2 TBF's and 1; P-40's et 1720L,
February 13. Bombs were dropped on AA emplacemonts N,W. of the runway and several
emall fires were started. A1 our planes returned.

(B) Bismarcks

2 poselble CA's, 1 DD and one unclasoified wvessel were sighted
about 65 miles SE of Cape Sts George at 1300L February 12, The ships were on
& NW course towards Rabaul,

Feb, 12 an allled search plane bombed Cape Gloucester runway
which appeared unserviceable. 3 blast pens under construction were cbserved,
(C) Mow Guinea

On Feb. 12, 3 parties were reported to have left Madang over-
lend for Las, probably enroute to reinforce Salamsua, The same day, our ground
forces report the mouth of the Xuwmusl River cleared of the enemy forces after

considereble mopping-up action,

Verauke and Fort Uoresby were both ralded by enemy plenes on
February 12, Merauke by 1 plane which dropped 2 bombs and Port Moresby by an un-

. ssﬁ
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a‘D"" Beaufighters mode & etrafing sweep along the New Guinea
coast from Madang to Finschafen on February 13. Large fires were started
st both places, A hangar, barges and buildings were destroyed at Madang,
and large fires were reported still burning 5 hours after the rald at
Finschafen,

(D) N.E.I.

Fuiloro tomn and alrfield were strafed by allied Beaufighters
on Febs 13.

s As Boons,
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I. Bouthwestern Pacific

(o) BSolemom Islands

On Pebrumry 11, & DD's, 5 AK's and 1 AO were sighted off the W.
opaet of Buke headod KHW.

At 0740 L, February 12, 17 SBD's accompanied by 16 fighters at-
taoked Munds. 16 1,000-1b. bowbs foll in the target area and destroyed sn A/A
position end started fires.

At 1430 L, the same day, Mundo was again hit by 3 B-26's and &
fizhters which dropped € 500-1b. and 18 100-1b. bombs. All our plenes returned
safely.

(B) New Britain

The night of February 11-12, a heavy bomber was over Rabaul for 3
hours. Bombs fell or Eapope airdrome starting fires.

thili (Opem Bsy) mod Cape Oloucester were attacked by heavy bomb-
ars Pebruary 1E.

The sero day another heavy bomber sttmoked a 6,000-ton smemy AP
off Cape Orford (8. of Wide Bay). The ship was badly damaged and stationary.

(@) New Guinoa
A smsl) enemy 55 was reported off the coast pwar Buna Pebruery 1l.
192 additional Japanese were reported killed in the Bulole Hiver and Tandumi
aree, Enemy foroes were retreating towards Mubo from Wau.

On Februsry 12, in the area between the Kumucl and Opl Rlvers, our
patrols had killed 136 Jupenese stregglers.

The seme day, an enemy [(loat plans bombed Fenahmorsh (160 miles H.
of Merauke, Dutoh New Quinea). No demage resulted.

B. A. Boome. .‘ﬁi‘
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I. Southwostern Pacifio

(A) Bolomon Islands

On Pebruary 10, 26 sidpe inoluding 2 possible CV's or ACV's, T
AE'e end 17 DD's woere sighted in the Buln-Feiel area.

Yhe seme dey, 15 bombers csoorted by 19 fighters ettacked Munda
(reported without details in yesterday's suecery). The bsach and rumwsy
er=eE wore lmavily hit and a large fire was started.

At 1046 L, Pebruary 11, 4 B-26's eacorted by 10 fighters bombed
Munca causing fires in the bivoumo sren. Ho enemy interocoption was attempted
and xll our plenss returped aafely.

The semo day at 1700 L, a lerge fire was started near yilp run-
way by bombs from 4 B-28's escorted by § fightera, Beavy A/A was encountsred.

Puring tha worning of Pebruary 12, our aireraft sgain ettmcked

Vunda and Vile but complete deteils wers not reported. 1 ensmy plans was shot
down over Vila.

On February 10, onemy stragglers wore bolng eliminmated on OGuadal-
onnal with the sssistance of friondly ratives. The organisation of our beach

asfenssa is now practisally complete.
{(B) ¥ew Britain

A DD and 4 AP/AX's wero sizhted in 5t. Georges Channel on Febru-
ary 10.

A clearin; for a possible now lm.il.ng strip was oighted at Roe-
buck Polnt about 46 miles L. of Gesmate.

on Pebrussy 11, a B=-24 wes over Habsul for £ hours and dropped
bhombha near Lakunal airdrome causing fires.

(C) How Quinom
An opomy £5, 90 miles NE of Woodlark Island, wes attacked by a
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Our foroes continued to drive sastward in the Wau srea. 1,600
enemy troops have boen killed in this srea since the firet of the yvar.

Znemy sireraft wers over Milne Bay durlny the night of February
10-11, but no details were reported.

On Pebruary 11, ocur medium bombers attecked enemy positions near
the mouth of the Werla Biver with unobaerved results.

II. U. 8. Submarine rtu

An 85, returning from patrel in the Southwest Pmoifio area, re-
ports sinking an enomy AK.

R. A. Boone.
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I. Northwestorn Paclfie

On Pebruary 10, 14 bombers escorted by 8 fighters attacked
enemy positions at Eleka. Seveaty-two $00-lb. bombe were dropped on hangars
snd buildings in the main camp, and on the new air strip. 300=lb. bomba fell
in the North Head area. Ko enemy planes interoepted.

The same day, an enamy plane dropped o bomb at ome of our
ships 50 miles 8. of Kiaka. HNo damage resulted.

11. BSouthwestsrn Paoific

(A) Solomon Islands

A Catallna was over Mundm on a harsssing reid during the night
of February 9=10, and the following morning our planes agein relded Munda and
returned safely. No details of this attack have been reported.

On February 9, m P~33 shot down an enemy twin-emgine bomber over
Choiseul Island.

Our forces on Quadaloanal affected a junotion at Cape Esperance
on February 9, thus eliminating all organized enemy resistanoce on Guadalcenal.

Large quantities cof supplies were oaptured.
" (B) New Britain

On February 10, an Allied heavy bomber strafed the Ubili ares at
Open. Bny. HResults were not chserved.

{C) New Guinea

Allied planes sttacked Selamsus airfield February 9, starting
fires inm the target area.

The following day, our troops in the erea E. of Weu, foroed the
enmcy baock more than @ miles, while ocur artillery constantly shelled tholr re-
treating foroes.

(D) N.E.I.
On February 10, medium bombers attacked Toeal, Kal Jalands, and
numerous fires resulted. ) n
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1 snomy AK and damaging £6,000 tons of enemy shipping.
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I. Northweatern Pacifio

At approximately noon on February 6, 6 B-Zé's wod 65 B-25'a
attacked Kiska. Heavy bombe ware dropped on the main cemp tnd harbor in-
stallations, scoring hits on bulldings and on an oil or water tank. Other
bowbs were dropped at the new air strip at Salmon Lagoon and nesr Herth
Head, but results werc not observed. /4 fire was heavy Hut all our planos
returned safely. At the same timo, a B-Z5 mnd 4 P-36's pativlled over
Amohitks but no ocontacts were made with tha enemy.

At 0700 X, the following duy, an 5& was sizhted 8 miles from
Duteh Harbor. Tha 25 wae on the surface and immediately dove.

11, Southwestern Pacific

(A) Solomon Islends

During the night of February -8, & 2,000 ton enemy wesusl
off Fahili was sot afire by an ntiteck of Catal ines.

At 1730 L, Pebruary S, 9 SED's, 186 P4F's and ¥ [ighters at-
tacked Munda alrfield. One large firo was started. Vory hoavy Jl.f.\ fire
aas eneountered but pone of our planes sro nlssing.

At the same tims, Z B-26's escorted by 9 fipghters Lopbod Vila
with unobsarved results. All our planes roturned safely.

0o Fe 9, 2 P~i8's strafed drums and saok an onemy
barge off Basein Island (Fussel Iglende).

Qur trocps on Guadalesnal cn Pebruary 8-2, advenoed westward
along the K. ocomst to a point 1,200 ynrds W. of the Segilau kiver. A DD
ascicted in thesd cpermtions by shelling enemy positleons aser Domn Cove.
At the same time, cur foroes on the W. coast reached Visals without much
opposition. The Japanese are now epparently confined to about 10 miles of

coastline.

FHospital supplies, retiovs, boats, outboard motors, spherical
gas bombs, and land mines were smong the materials ocapturad,

(B) New Guinea ;
A smnll explosion resulted when s Catalina bonbed and strefed
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range fighters the same day. 2 enemy fighters on the ground, probably pre-
vicously damaged, wers destroyed.

Ome bosd from an onemy plane foll on Mermuke the morning of
February 8. lo damage resulted.

Our patrols moving eastward from Weu, supported by artillery,
killed 50-80 enemy troops Februanry B.

1t is reported that a concentration of enemy troops 1s losatcd
at Gabsonkek, 18 miles WW of Las, on the Markham River.

(c) ¥.E.I.

On February 9, Kendari was attacked by B-24's csusing extensive
damage amobg bulldings, installations, and siroraft.

An 8,000 ton AK was bombed but results were not obesrved.

Enemy fighters intercepted our planes over Timor and 1 Zero
was shot down.

E:A: Boone.
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I. Bouthwestern Fmeifio -

(A) Solomon Islands

Ealili airdreme, Buin, was attacked durlng the night of February
8-9, and large fires and explosions followed the bombing, destroying buildings,
searchlights, and sireraft in blest bays.

The 19 enemy DD's which were attacked Pebruery 7, 5. of Rendova
Islend, all returned to Buln-Falsi area the morning of February B.

At 0907 L, Pebruary 8, Munda wes bombed but results wers not re-
ported.

The same morning, 20 bargss were seen off Caps Faperance.
(B) New Britain

A foroe of 4 enemy AP's esoorted by 3 DD's was sighted on February
7, 40 miles SE of Cape St. George. The vessels were headed toward Rabaul.

On February B, the rumway at Gasmata was bombed with unobserved
results.

{C) New Guinea

On February 7, the enemy was putting up strong realstance &E of
fisu, but remoants of enesmy foroes, W. of the Bulole River, were being cleared
out. The follewing day, our planes hesvily bombed and strafod enemy targets in
this area, and our ground patrols eliminated an enemy packet E. of the alrdrome.

Finsohhafen was attacked by an Allied medium bomber February B.
Defenses, including artillery emplacementa, are being conetructed here, but
apparently no sttempt has been made to use the airfield.

A B-24 bombod Babo (SW Dutch New Guinea) but results were not re-
ported.

(p) ¥.BE.I.

On February 7, a B-24 bombed Dobo (Arve Islandas) destroying a
jetty and setting the barracks afire. The following day, our medium bombors
twioe sttacksd Dobo. Heavy explosions and large fires wers started by our
first raiders, and when the setond raid took placs the fires wers still reging.
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(E) sustralia

680 miles 89 of Owrnarvon, was attacked by an

the torpedoos faliled to hit the vessel.

B- A. Boone.
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I. Bouthwestern Paoifia

{A) Solomon Islonds

On February 6, a Catalina bombed EKihill afirdrome at 02350 L,
and Buka airdrome at 0306 L. No results wers observed.

The smne day, S58D'e attecked Vila with uncbaserved resultas.

At 1220 L, PFebruery 7, w force of DD's left Shortland Islend,
Buin area, oo o BE course. 19 [D'a were sighted 50 of Vella Lavella at
1342 L. 16 SED's, 20 F4F's, and 1 FOA ettacked the 15 DD's S. of Rendova
Telend at 17356 L. Hits wers reported on 2 of the ships. 1E Zeros covered
the weesels of which 2 were destroyed and 1 probably destroyed. All of our
plunes returnod.

Aleng the northern ocnst, cur troops advanced to & line along
the Umasanl Rlver February 7.

Tho sams day, our units on the §. coast of Quadalemnal ud-
vanced to a point 500 yarde NE of Maroveve, whers they set up an outpoot.

(B) New Britain
On Februery 7, 1 of our hoavy bombers strafed 2 eneryy barges
fi1led with troops in Elebeok Bay (N. Wow Britain, W. of Willaumes Penin-
sule). Both barges were foroed to the beach and 1 was set afire. Heavy
oasualtles were inflioted on the enomy.

The same dey, our bombers attacked Cape Glouwsester mirfield
but results wers not reported.

(C) HNew Guines

Las eirfield was attacked by 7 B-25's, and the lMubo-Formlatum
aresa was bombed and strafed on February €.

The following day, an Allied heavy bomber attucked enomy
positions at Keukenao, Si New Ouines. Hesults were not obsorved.

Lae was agein bombed and strafed by our plames February 7.
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Ground patrols were active in thes Wau-Mubc ares and enemy

stregglers near Balkumbari (N. of Gona) wore being eliminated.

(o)

HeBEsIs

On February 7, an Allled medium bomber strafed and damaged

2 enemy luggers off Boeton (SE Celebes).
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I. Mhﬂiﬂn
(1) Bolomon Islands

"

On Pebruary €, en AK and 1 AD wers sighted and attacked
by an Allied reconmaicsance plane 1B miles Sk of Buka Passape. A prob-
able hit was socred em the AK, whioh started smoking fram the bow mnd
reduced spead.

Hunds airdrome was attacked February € by 11 SED's and
22 MP's ut 1700 L. Ko snemy planes wers sncountered bat there was
hoavy An fire from Munds Polnt mod near the Bastern end of the strip.

All our planss returned.
It is probable thet an enexy DD etruck a wine the night

of Februery 4-8 between Guedalomnal ond Seve Islands. An unexplained
efplosion was heard in that area although our forees were not there at
the time, and an oll sliek wae observed in the same looality om the fol-

lm mm-
(8) New Britaia

On Pebruary €, an Allled heavy bomber ssored & direct hit
oo a 500 ton AK in Open Bay mnd probably destroyed it.

{c) Mew Guinea

On Pebruary £, the comstal arse from Calpsawm to the
Kurusi Fiver was swapt by 2 A~-20's, Enany positions near the mouth of
the Wariz Fiver were bombed and atrmled.

On the sams day, our modiun bowbers nttaciced Lhe Las air-
drome blowing up bulldings and silemoing an AA position.

In the Mubo eroa our patrols were active, am enemy post was
surprised and ocoupying troops wers killed. Our plenss bembed and atrafed |
the Komistum track. 1

On February 6, enemy bowbers with strong fighter sacort
made repeated attempte to attack the sirdrome at Usus In edr battles
laating the whole day, Bl smeay fizhters and 3 bombers were destreyed by
our plenes, and £ bombers wora deatroyed by AA fire. 12 enemy fighters
and 3 bumbers were reported probably desiroyed or demaged. (hur losses

were desoribed as megligible. S E QaE‘T
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I. Northwestern Pacifio

Cur weather plane over Kiska at 0832X. On February 4, was attacked
by 3 Zeros. Ome enemy plene was falling and smoking when laet observed.

The same day, =t 1203X, our heavy end medium bombers, escorted by
fighters, bombed Elaka. A newly arrived ship in Trout Lagoon wes bombed but
not hit. Other bombs fell in the target arem at North Head and near the main
oamp. Five Zeros intercepted, of whioh 3 were shot down. Our heavy bombers were

damaged.
Io. Bouthwostern Pacifio

(A) Sulmn Islanda

On February 4, Eahili Adrdroma, Buin, received 20 100-pound bomba
from & B=1T7 on reconnaissmnce. Wesults were not obaerved.

Vila was bombed by SBD's, acoompanled. by fighters, at noon on
February 3. The following day our reconnaissance plene sighted an enemy DD
burning and beached on Tambuama Islend (N.E. Vells Lavella). :

Eneay bargs aotivity has been constently lnereasing from peintas in
the Russell Ielands.

0n Feb. 4=6, some of our patrols pushed westward to the Usasanl
River. A/A guns, M/ guns, & large range finder and radioc sete were captured.
The morning of Feb. 5, some 40 barges wero adrift off Cape Esperancs und Arulige
Poink.

(B) New Britein-New Ireland

Qur B=17's attaoked Rebaul during the early morning of Feb. B.
Fires were stertod in the town and at Lakunai end Vunakansu airdromes.
Harassing planes had been over Rabaul for § hours prewvious %o the main attack.
The seme day, & 1000-ton enemy AK nesr Talasos (N. New Britain) was attacked
by our heary bombers and the ship sank in three minutes after recelving twe

direct hits
-] g ﬁ
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Large firos wore started at Geasmate sirdrome es a result of throe
attacks by our heavy umite.

Enemy shipping in Eavieng Harbor on Februery 4 included 2 ChA'e,
1 AE, 1 AO, and 1 FC. During the seme day a B=24 on reconoeisssnce strafed
spall enemy boats at Lorengau (Admiralty Islands). One boat was sunk and
another demaged.

(C) New Guinea

During the night of Fob. 3-4, the enemy made attempts to break
through our lines in the Weu area. The Japs were pushed basck end cur trocpa
had oaptured some eucmy positlonas by the evening of the 4th.

Port Moroasby was relded by enemy planes during the night of Feb. 4-B,
but no detalle were roported.

On ¥ab, 6, our patrols along the Kumesi River attacked enemy units
attompting to esusps by rafts. Scme 76 Jap omsualties resulted. The same day ,
a B=24 made a direct hit on an anemy AK off Finschhafen.

(D) H.E.I.

Our heavy bombers attacked shipping at Ambon Februery 6. Three truns-
ports of an ostimatedtonnage of 20,000 tons were destroyed or serlously damaged.
Ome large AK of 10,000 tona was enveloped in flemes. Other fires were started
in the town and a jetty received a direct hit. Five Zerovs were shot down
while cur planes returned safely. At the same time, medlium bombors scored
hite on the whor{ snd bullding area at Dobo, Aroe Islend. Flres and great
explosions were observed in the spounition and supply dump eroas.

R« A. Boons.
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1. Horthwestern Paoifie

At 1716 X, on February 4, Amchitka was attacked by enemy
planes but no detalls wers reported.

I11. SZouthwestern Paolfio
(o) Seolomon Islands

On February 3, & B=17 on recomnalesance was attecked cver
Puka Passege by 3 Zercs. 1 ememy mirceraft wes shot down and our plens

was badly demaged.

¥ahili airdrome, PBuin, was raided by 1 Catalina on February
3, and agedn the following day by our medium bombers. Fires were
started in the fuel end mmmunition dump arcas, and other fires noar the
gcenter of the rumway were bolieved to be burning airoraft.

At 0830 L, February 3, 4 B-26's escorted by 10 fighters at-
tacked Munde. Twelwe 5600-1b. bombs were dropped but results were not
observed.

The follewing day at OT36 L, 12 SBD's and 4 TOF'es sscorted
by 22 fighters dropped hoavy bombe on the Munda runway and in the dis-
porsnl and rovetment areas. A pler near one end of the rumway was hit
and fires wers burning near onemy A/A positions. No Japanocse inter-
coption was attompted and all our planes returned safely.

At 1345 [, February 4, an enemy foroe of 20 DD's was
sightod W of Vells Lavella Ieland headed 5E. 7 SBD's and 13 THF's es-
corted by 27 fighters attacked the ehips at 1600 L at a point NE of
Kolembansara [aland. 1 DD was reported sunk and snother damaped. Pro-
teoting the sldps wore 26 Zoros of which 7 were shot down end 5 others
probably destroyed. Cur losses totelled 1 SBD, 4 TBF's and a Gruman

fighter.

Further down the channel at 1730 L, 18 enemy OD's still
covered by 20 Zeros, were attmoked by 13 SBD*s and 14 fighters. Jur
planes socored 2 bomb hite on 1 DD and 1 hit on mnother. 1 ememy ship
was left burning. 10 Zeroe were shot down and 2 others wore probably
hit, while 3 of owr fighters and an 50D falled to roturmm. One ensmy
DD hit in the first atteck was sesn headed bmok toward Buin.
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Qur troops whioh landed without opposition at Verahue

February 3, have met a strong enemy force of 1,000 menm at Titl, ¢
mile W, of Marovovo (N Guadaloanal).

In the main fighting arva our forees, on Fobruery &,
had pushed T. 1,000 yards boyond Tassafuronga Point.

(B) Now Britain

The night of February 3-4, Lakunai sirdrome, Rabaul, was
attacked by our hesvy bombers. Ffesults wers not observed., This ls
the sixth sucoessive night that our bembers have been over this erea.

Omgmata and Capo Gloucester alrdromes were bombed on Feb-
ruary é4md an enemy AK off Arswe was hit directly on the stern. This
ship, when last seen, was listing and on the resfs.

{c) MHow Guinea

Enemy forces were moving up the Kumusi River and cocupled
pounin, G0 miles inland, on February 3. Barge activity continues at
nipht §. from larobe.

on Februnry ¢, medium bombers escorted by [ighters made
2 heavy attacks on Lae airdrome. The rumwey end revetment mres were
bombed snd strafed, fires broke out and it is believed that many enemy
airoraft wore destroyed.

Other fiphter units bombed and strafed the ‘ubc-Komiatum
track and adjacont areas the same day.

(D) HN.E.1.

Un February 4, an enemy ocoupled willage on Matkus Island,
Tanimbar 1slands, was attacked by our medium bombers with uncbserved

resubta.

R+ A. Boone.
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1. Scuthweatern Puoific

(A) Beolomon Islundse

The morning of February 2, thers wore 2 CA's, 1 CL, T DD'e,
and 13 AX's disperved in the Buin-Shortland Islend srea. None of these
ships are included in the force of 15 DD's which were sighted N. of
Volle Levella Islend, heading toward Buln, at approximutely the same

tine,

At 0B0O L, 16 of the 19 enomy DD's wers attacked NE of
Kolombangura Island by 10 SBD'm, 11 TBF's, and 20 fighters. 1 DD re=
oceived a dirwot hit and pear mloses were scorod on £ others.

At 1710 1., February 2, € B=17's acoompanlied by fipghters,
attacked shiovping in the Buin area. A large AK received 3 to & hits,
and when last seen the ship was llsting and bumming. 20 Zercs inter-
oepted, of which our bombers destroyed E sand our fighters downed 4 more.
All our planes returncd.

The samo ovening, 380's and TRF's with fighter esceort,
Lombed ™unds eausing large explosions and fires in the target area.

The night of February 1-2, our PT's attacked a force of
enemy ships off W% Guadaleansal., 1 enemy DD was sunk and ancther demaged.

Larly in the morning of February 2, e Catelinn borbed an
snemy U departing from Cape Lsporance, and scored elther a hit or a
pear miss on thoe ship. 2 other enemy ships (probably DD's) were buming
in this ares and our S5B0's bombed and strafed them the some morning.

0o the seme day, 2 P-38's strafod 16 now landing boats on
the besch near Arulipo Polnt, Ni Guadaloanal. 2 boats wers set afire
and the others riddled.

Japanose plancs wers over Hendersen Field ihe night of

Pobruary 2, snd again the night of February 3. Some bombs were dropped
near the lending etrips but no cesualtlea resulted.
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ur troops ooouplod heights . of the Bonegi River on
February 3. Captured material inoluded 10 field guns, a radio statienm,
and a machino shop. One of ocur [D'a shelled enemy positlons and eided
measursbly in dislodging the enemy. 39 Japanose were killed.

(B) New Oritain

The night of February 2-3, the airdrowes at Lakunai and
Rapopo were attacked by our heavy bombers.

on the morning of February 3, heavy bombers on reconnais=
sanoe over fabaul were attacked by 16 Zeros, two of whioch were shot
domm.

The same day the runways at Gesmete end Cape Gloucester
ware bombed, and en enemy warship in Wide Day was ettacked.

(c) Hew Quinea

on February 2, our {oroos continued to shell enemy posi-
tions st Wau. Allied patrols twice raided jandumi end 60-80 enemy

troops were killed.

The followin; day, our fighter plemes strafed enemy posl-
#ions in the Weu area in oooperation with our lend patrols. Other
Allied siroraft bombed mnd strafed enemy held arems along the Mubo=
Fomietum track, and along the coost S. of Salamaua.

(D) ¥N.B.I.

Our modium bombers mttacked Debo, Arce Island, on February
3. Bulldinze in the barrsoks mrea were hit and others afire. A lugger
in the harbor was strafed and 1 intercopting enemy plano was shot down.

1I. U. S. Submarine Reports

An 88 returning from patrol in the Southwest Peoific area
roports sinking a emall AP/AK. In eddition, e CL wos damaged with 2
torpedo hits; an AK le presumed sinking, heving been hit twice, and a
naval suxiliary roceived 1 hit widch was followed by 6 explosions.
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WASHINGTON
It (s requested that this dooument be
burned as soon as it has served its
purpose and that in the meantime it

J sso Ravel Aotivities not be placed in any ganeral fila,
Summary s ol UDUU, February o, 1943

I. Southwestern Paolfio

{A) Solomon Islands

On January 31 enemy barges off Cape Esperance were shelled
by one of our DDte,

Our troops orossed the Bonegl Hiver (Wi Guadalcanal) on
Fabruary 2, and our advance to the MW is continulng.

(B) Wew Britain

Un February 1 a B-24 on reconnaissance bombed en ememy AK
in Opon Bay and the rumway at Cape Gloucester.

The following dey our heavy bombers raided Vunakenau air-
drome, Rebaul, in a predssm attack. GSearchlights prevented observatlion
of the rosults.

- Our hoavy bombers on February 2 bombed and strafed troops
in launches in Opem Bay.

The same day heavy bombers attacksd a 3,000-ton ememy AE,
towing 2 barges, off Lolobau Island (W. of Open Bay). 1 bomb hit the
AR enddshipe, snd othor near misses sank 1 barge. The AK when la st seen
wos heading toward the shore.

{C) New Quinea

On February 1 Finscheffen rumway wes bombed and the Mubo-
fomiatum track was bombed and strafed with unobsasrved results.

Enemy reinforoemonts are erriving nightly by berge at the
mouth of the Warla Rlver.

Supply dumps at Haukenanu (5% Dutch New Guinea), were bombed
and etrafed February 2, by our bombers.

Other Alllied plnes bombed and strafed the Nubo-Wau-EKomlatum
aron the seme day.

158 enemy stragglers (net previcusly reported) have b’ﬁ" 8

killed or captured in Papua. SﬁethET
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(D) K.E«l.

On February 2 the wharf area at Toel, Kal Island, was at-
taoked by our medium bombers. Fires were started,

(E) Australia

An Allied ship reports sighting an enemy £8 on January 31,
76 mdles W. of Fresmantlo.

The seme day ancther possible enemy 55 was sighted ¥W of
Cape Melville by a plane.

II. U. 8. Submarine HReports

An S5 returning from patrol in the Southwest Paocific area re-
ports damaging en enemy AO.
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burned as soon as it has served its
purpose and that in the meantime it

not be placed in any general fila.
Japanose laval Acotivitios
Summary as ol UB0U, February 2, 1943

I. Northwestern Paolfic

AL 1732 X, on January 31, 2 enemy flont planes dropped amall
bomba at shipping at Amchitka. WMo casualties and no demage resulted,

Tho came day our bombers and fighters were over Kiska for
thirty minutes, but clouds prevented a view of the target and nc bomba ware

dropped .
The enemy reided imchitka twios tho following dey. In the

firet atiack 8 to 10 flout planes Loubad mnd stressd our ships. The second
attack was by 2 plenos which bombed and strafed ov © ships without damagpe.

1I1. Southwestern Pasific

{4) Solomon Islanda

in Jernuory 31, & total of 14 UD's and 3 CA's or CL's, were
underway in separute groups botween Shortland Island and Tonolei Harbor.

The following day ot OB40 L, U B=17's in two groups, es-
corted by 9 fiphters, atteocked shipping in the Shortlend-Buln ervz. 5 B-1 '@
in one group oecred 3 direot hite on a large AX ofT Shortland Harbor. < o
these plenes were daroged by hoavy A/A fire, but thoy returnod to our buse
The other group of 4 B=17's were interoepted svar Puin by 20 Zercs. 3 of
our planes failed te return and the other wan denuged.

Hunds wee attocked Januery 30 by heavy and medium bombers
oscorted by fipghters. Fires wers started and ons oxplosion scourred in the
srea just W. of the rumway. A/A firs came {rom rany direstions,.

The following day, £ B=17's nede soparats pre-dewn sttacke
on ¥ile. LEech plane dropped 6 100-1b. and 8 S00-1b. bomba, end en smmunition
dump wes probebly hit.

A reconnalssunco plane dropped 2 depth charges and 2 bomba
on an unesccrted enomy AK between Kelombengars and Vellm Lawella,

On Februery 1, 12 SBD's and 4 TEF's accompanied by fiphters,
attecked Munde at 0800 L. MHeavy bembe fell in the target area. Our plenes
received heavy A/A fire nnd 2 SED's failed to return,

)
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On January 31, 2 P-33'a strafod & barge at Baisen Island
Fussel Islands),

On the swme day, our forces on Guadaleoanal met stiff op-
position from m reinforced enemy battelion at the Bonegl River, whioh rums
inland from Tassaforonga.

7 enemy borbers escorted by 4 Zeros wore over TNenderson
Field at noon February 1. 3 onemy bombera were shot down and only 1 plane
dropped bomba.

tn February 1 (locallty not reported but probably in North-
ern Solomons), a foree of 4 enemy UD's was heavily attacked by 17 58D's and
T TRF's oecorted by 17 fighters. Numercus hits, probable hitas, and near
missos were scorad on the enemy vessels with hoavy bomba. It Le believed
that 2 DD's wero sunk oand & 3rd was afire. 10 eros intercepted of whioh
2 wera shot down. 3 of our plenos are missing.

(B} New Britain

Qur heavy bombers attackesd the Fabaul area the nipght of
Jenuary 3l-Februery 1. Many fires weroe started alomp runways and in dia-
persal areas at Lakunal eirdrome. Fuel dumps end grounded siroraft were
deatroyed. Rapope alrdrome wae also hit and two large fires started.

{C) New Quinea

On Januery 28 an Allied patrol contected a foree of 200
enery troops at Divinikearl, on the Kumuel River, almost directly W. of
Buna.

Our forces im the Wau ares shelled enemy positions at
Landuml Villate, E. of Wau, January 3l.

11I1. H of Pen'al
A British hospital ship was damaged by an enemy plane whiech
dived inte her. The demeged ship wes towed into port.

IV. U. 5. Submarine Meports

An 858 returning from patrol in the Southwoest Paclfic re-
perts sinking an enmemy AC, £ enermy DD's, und an enemy AP.

¥ A« Boone
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Japanoee Navel Aotivities
SummAry as ’ ruary 1, 1943

I. Southwestern Paociflo
(r) Folomon Inlands

At 1400L on Jamuary 31, our fighter planes were over lunda
and Vila. Two Jap planes were in the alr but did not offer combat.

The sams day an enemy DD, a large AK and a corvette headoed
toward lumda, between Eolombangara and Vella Lavella Islands, were ettacked
at 1746L by 12 SBD's and 7 TBF's, escorted by 14 fighters. The AE regaived
2 direoct hits and § near mieses by 1000 pound bombs and 1 torpedo hit.

Two 500 pound bombs hit the DD and both the ships weras stopped and burning.
The corvette was also smoking from gunfire. 6 of 10 intercepting Zeroms
wore shot down, Two P-40's falled to return end 1 58D orashed while lending.

(n the morning of January 29, enemy planes dropped 7 bombs
and incendiary clusters near our airfield at Guadalosnal. One ememy plane

was shot down,

That night a surfaced 53 with troops aboard was attacked Ly
2 Hew Zealand AM's of[ Caps Esperanse.

(B) New Britain

A B-24 on reconnaigsance bombed & possible new airstrip near
Open Boy on January 50, Southwost of Arawe an enesy 55 was unsuoccessfully
bombed by a Cataline the night of January 30.

Rabaul was subjooted to a pre-dewmn attack on January 31
aooording to a SWPAC communique. Shipping and harbor installations were
the target, but no results were reported,

(C) HNew Guinea

Our troops at Wau were attacked by a strong Japanese force,
sstimated at ome regiment, before demm on January 30, The enemy was repulsed
and 260 enemy troops were killed inoluding the regimental commander, Later
the samo day, snemy positions in the Tnu area wore strafed by 6 RAF Deau-
fighters. An ammmnition dump oxploded and hute were destroyed.
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At the same time, 5 Bostons bombed and strafed the Lubo erea.
Our air attsol® on Jenuary 51 were dirscted sgainst the airdrome and shipping
at Wewak, buildings st Finschhafen, the lubo-Komiatum track, and an enemy shore
establishment betwsen the Markhem end Warla rivers,

(0) mex

On January 31, our long renge fighters heavily attacked Hoepeng
airdrome. @ enmemy bombers and 1 fighter were damaged or destroyed on the ground.
Cne warshouse exploded and hangars and bulldings were ni'ire.

Installations at Vigueque (SE Timor) were attacked by our medium
bombers the pame damy, A% the same time, our heavy bombers were attaclking
shipping at Ambon and m jetty on Tenimbar Island with uncbserved resulta.

(E) OCANTOR ISLAND

In the early morning of January 30, 2 ememy 55's shelled Centen
fsland. Yo buildings were damagsd ond mo omsualtles resulted. A prounded
vobeol recelived two hits.

II. U.5. SUBMARINE REFORTS

An 88 returning from patrol in the 5.W. Paolfic reported sinking
an enemy DD. The sams 55 reporte 2 AP's probably sunk and 1 A0 dameged in the
sanme aresa.
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