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I. OContral Proific Area

(A) Marshall lelands

Mill was attooked 28 Decembor by 18 U.E, Army A-24's, Y BE-26's
and 20 P-39's. 23 tons of bomba were released ovor the terpet which was also
atrafed. There was no enomy alr intercostion but A/A fire sliphtly damaged
6 of our planes. The same day over Ewajalein 7 PB4Y's on a photo missicn
ware intorcopted by 10 - 13 Jap fighters which dowmed 1 of ocur planes and
der: sed 2, 3§ of tho Japs were dovmed. DMany ships were observed at Keujalein
where moderatoly intense A/A fire was encountered, :

Mso 28 Decorber Maloolap was hit with 15; tene of bombs by
14 B=24's, Two=-thirds of tho bombs ldt the tergot area with unro;orted results.
lio detoils of interception Ly 10 Jop fishters vere rocorted. At noom the
sare doy Uajuro atoll, obout 00 miles 5. of Maloelap was hit with 18 tons of
bomba from 6 of 10 U.5. B-24's whioh attacked in bad weather. Near Maloslap
this {light was intercepted by 36 - 00 camcuflaped Jap [irhters of which 2
were destroyed and 10 probably destroyed. 2 U.S5. burbers wore downed and 12
were damuged but it is not clear whether ihey were viotims of the enomy fighters
or the moderately intense A/A fire enccumtered. -

(B) Oilbert Islends

Tarawa wos twice ineffectively reided by Jap sireraft on 28
Dacember and the followiny afterncon Makin was attacked by 4 enemy planes
which dropped 15 bombs.

II. Southwestern Pacific Area

(A} Solomon Islends

Balotod rocorts reveal that on 28 December Fuma Numa was raided
by & P=~i0's which started fires in the aroa in which they dropped their
bolly tanks and then strafed thems 1 7-40 was damaged by A/A fire. That
nizhkt N. Shortlend Islend was raided, wiih uncbserved resulis, by o single
F¥ while Kahili end Kiota were each raided by a single B-B4. Early the following
morning abiut y & milo E. of the Pirias Hiver, Torau Bay, 3 laden Jap barzes
woaro ottecked by PI's whioh senk 2 of thom and drovo the S5rd ashore. 1 PT
was domnzed. Later the some day ovor Bougainville alr sotivity was ourtailed

bad weathor, but onits of the mowly arrived Amerionl Divieion patrolled to
yurds in front of the Alliod perimotor in tho Toroklna arca without
contacting eny Japs. In the Cape l'sltke area U.S. patrols contacted onomy
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(B) Yew Ireland SECR&;"

ihe night of 28 Docember Eaviong was attacked, for the Sth
suooessivo niplt, by & RAAF PEY's which dropped 7 tons of b mbas, sterting
e mumbor of fires. Intense an. accurate A/A fire was encountered.

(C) Bew Britain

The night of 28 Decenber Gasnmote wos ralded by 1 RAAF PRY which
dropped neorly 2 tons of bombs, starting a number of fires. The same ni-ht
off Caps Hoskins a PBY soored & near miss on a Jap LD after rolsasing a ton
and a half of bembe. The following day in the Cape Gloucester arca T.5.
Marines pushud io the E. ond of the number 2 airstrlp. 700 enemy cesualtles
in the wrea were reported sinoe the 26 Decembor landing. The seme day, in
support of our troops, 23 B-28's dropped 24 tona of bombs along the 5. coast
of Borgen Bay and also etrafed the area. Ho reaults were re-orted. Also 28
December Jap defenses in the vicinity of the Cape Gloucester strips were
attacke: by 54 B-24's and 41 B-25's which dropped over 178 tons of bombs.

The same day in the Arewe arca increased patrol activity by
Allied pround forces was reported. 4 more Japs were killed. Early in the
day the aroa was ineffectively raided by an unvtoted number of Jap plenes.
Also 28 Degarbar 2 RAAF P=40's strafed tho Cape Moskins airfield end 2 barges
in Montapu Harbor while 2 RAAF Beaufipghters strrfed Kedlal plantation, Tiide
Bay, ond destroyed a laden Jap fuel barge in iaterfall Bay. f

By noon 30 December, followins the attack plans bombing and
strafing of the area, U.5. Marines cocupied the 2 Cape Gloucester eirstrips.

(D) BNew Guinea

In addition to the prevliously reported B-26's, 10 B-25's hit
Madang with 16 tons of bombs on 28 Decembor. A larpe fuel fire was sterted.
1That ni=ht 21 Jap becmbers sttecked Finschhafen. Ko demaze resulted and 1
of the enerty planes was downed. Allied grrund forces encountered some reslistance
N¥. of Blucher NMolnt on 29 Deccmber. The same day 14 P-47's eweeplos the Ral
gonst from 5ic to Hansa Bay, strofed Bozin Herbor in the Hansa Bay area. 2
bridgos and a truck wera sot afire by these plenes. Aleo 20 Decembor [ B-24's
dropped 15 tons of bombs on Lio with unroported res.lts.

(E} H. B: 1.
1 Manokwarli was attacked 29 Cescembor by 3 B-24's which dronoed
4y tons of bombs on the waterfront area, sterting some fires, and shot down
4 Jap plones. A Jop seatruck at Geser, .E Ceram, was also strofed with

unchsorved results. The same day about 55 miles 5. of Mersuke an [llied veasel
was attacked by onemy airoraft. Ko details wero reported.
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I. Contrel Pecific Area
(#) Gilbert Islands

(m 27 December tho bomber landinz strip at Tarewa had been suricood
for €100 feot by 150 foet, the strip ot Aparama was CHL complete and that at

Yakin TE! complete.
(B) Marshall Islands

Betmeen Ewajaloin ond Likiop atolls cm 27 December o large AK
receivod a direot hit from e U.u. patrol plans which also strafed 3 MTB
oscorts ond set an AD afire 3. of Lildop.

(C) Nouru

At dewn 28 December Fauru wos cttacked by an unstated mumbor of
W'a., Fireswere started and 1 wmmunition dump was destrojod. 3 of our alr-
oraft were damuged by intense A/i fire enciuntered. i

11. Coutlmestern Muoiflo Area

(o) Solomon Islonds

The merning of 28 Uescember Bonis supply cdumps wore hit with owver
30 tons of bombs from 14 B-24's. (o results were re~orted. /t the sare tire
Puka was raided by 1 D-24 and Kahili by 3 but no details were rojorted. Lator
B4 sNi's and 23 TBF's attoacked Foporany, Fnisi cnd Ghortlund gun positions
with zood results and all our planes returned safely. Thereafter 12 B-25's
sitacked Kahili, storting 3 firos and scoring s number of hits on A/A positions.
1 of our planes was damaged by A/A fire. The same day Jap positions 5. of
the Jaba iver were strafed by 2 ISF's and enemy defenses in the Relnl River
arer, were hombarded ty a U.S. L. The afterncon of 28 Decomber about 600 yards
B« of the Torokina Hiver mouth U.5. paratroopers wiped out an enemy position,
killing 10 - 15 Japs. Our lossos were very small. un the seme duy the 2nd
echalon of the Amorical Division arrived to relleve the Oth lerines. 1he first
esochelon of this division had proviocualy relieved ihe 3rd Marines on 26 Decerber.
All Boupainville enemy airfields were reported unserviceablo om 28 Dececber.

(B) Eew Ireland

The night of 27 Uscerlor Mnapal rummy was borbed by 6 UGF
PEY's. A nusber of exploslonc end fires followed ihe release of nearly 10
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{(C) New Britain

Photographs of Aabaul 26 December revealsed 10 warships, 14 AX's,
14 small vessels, 425 berges and 27 floatplanes in the harbor while on the
airfields thers was a total of 133 planes. Additiomal detalls of the 27
Deoember Allied fighter plans engajement over [(abaul revesled that a total of
17 Jop planes were downed instead of 8 previously reported. In addition 1 of
our planes is missing. The seme day, in addition to a previously reported
raid, Cape Hoskins wns nitacked by 3 RAAF Beaufizhters whioh strafed buildings
end barges. Tho plancs enccuntered parachute .M/E projectilos and codorately
intense, inacourate fire. *hot night at Arowe Allied groumnd forces were
twrioe raided by Jap planes which inflicted samo casualties.
The morning of 2B Decembor on a swoep over Rabaul an unstated
mumber of Allied fighters dove on &0 = €0 Jap lntercepting planes of which
18 - 28 wors des.royed T probably dostroyed and 2 damaged. 3 of cur planes
are missing. 20 large vessels were reported in .impson's Harbor. |
The same day in the Cape Gloucester arve Allied troops advenced
on the airfield, agminst inoremsed Jap rosistance, from the 7. while in the E,
on Borgen Bay, our foroes held firm after repulsing further Jap attacks on
their pesitions S. of 5ilimati Foint. Our ground forces were supported by
19 A-20's which dropped more than 8 tons of bombs and strafed Jap positions |
in the vioinity of Cape Glousester airfield. Omly slight and inacourate A/A
fire was met, The same day the New Britaln cosst E. of Borgen Bay was swept
by 12 B-26's which dropped 12 tuns of bombe on villages and suspected barge
hidecuta. UFo resuls were reported.
Inthe Arewe orea 28 December active patrolling continued. Jap
reinforoements were reported arriving fromthe Itni River area and f{rom
Oasrmta. The same day W of Arewe 2 Jap barges were dame-ed by a patrolling
B-26 while Cape Hoskins rumway was left usserviceable after release of 50
tons of bocbs by 17 B-24's. Only slight and inaccurate A/A fire was encountored.

(D) New Guinea

The night of 27 Docember @ Jap bombers inefTeotively attacked
Finschhafen. The following day Allied ground forces sdvanced alenp the
coasl Y. of Finsohhafen to Blucher Point while in the Ramu Valley our troops
cooupied more Jap stromg points in the hish ridge N. of Dumpu. The somd
day Alexishaofen and iadang airflelds were attacked by Allied planes.
24 (probobly) B-24's, escorted by fighters, dropped 72 tons of bombs on
Mexishafen destroyins 1 grounded bomber, silenocing sun positions and starting
a number of fires. bﬁ fire encountered was slight. 0 B-26's dropped more
than B tons of bombs on Ladang mirfield with unreported results. A/A fire
was al'ght and inacourste. The Bogadjim coastal area was bombed and strafed
by 6 B-26's on 28 December. MNearly 6 tons of bombs were drosped. Some
buildings were destroyed and 1 barce was demaged. The same day the comstal
strotoh between Saldor and Vincke loint was borbed and strafed by 6 B=25's
which, releasing & tons of bombs, destroysd an enemy barge and damaged snother.
Also on the sams day the Ral comst was swept by B P-30's wl.ch strafed villages
and 3 beached Jap barges.
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I. Contral Pacific iArea

(A) Yarshall lslands

(n 25 December an unstated number &f U.5. Army light bombers
and P=-39's ottacked M1i mtcll, according to a Cincpoo cormunique. 2 of the
bombers were demiged., The follewing day 5 MV's and 8 FGF's hcmbed and strufod
Jaluit atoll probably damegin: scme small vessels. lrom Emidj lslond /1
fire was encountored. but we suffered no cesuslties. Later the sere miter=
noon wotje atoll was stiacked by 17 B-24's whioh dropped bl tors of bormbs,
helf of which were in the tarpgot crea. Of 6 intorecopting Jap fishters 1 wos
destroyed. 1 of our borbers wos downed by intense A/i ‘fire and another
exploded over Lho terget.

11. GScuthwestern Fecifio area

(£) Soloron Islands

The nizht of 20 = 27 Lecember a single D=24 raolded Kahili,
Yuma luma, Tuka snd Sonis with unro crted resilts. The following morning
6 B-25's *imbed Kizta with unreported res:lts. Ko A/A fire was encountered.
Shortly thersclter 14 unoscorted B-26's hit the Nuka flontplane anchorage
with more than 7 tons of bimbs and 268 frogmentction clucters and aloo hit
A/A pusitions 3T of Jamndets, in ile sorw area, with oure tlen 2 tuns of
bemwbs.  Jbout tho seme time 3 other 2-26's Luorbed Lahdli supply dumps with
unrojorted results.

The seme morning Nuka was atiecked by 54 LOl's and 22 TRI's
escortec by 16 P-38's. lore than 1B tons cf berbe were dropped and mumorous
hits were cbeerved. £ G50D's were damased by A/A fire but all our planes
returnod scfely. Thkat afternnon U.b. crulsors ond Li's bomburded the Eicta
area but no deteils ware reported. Jlso thal oftorovon in the LS Torokina
ares & 24 hour pericd of shelling by Jep artillery endoc witlout cesuslties

or damage to cur foroes.
(B) MNew Irelund

The nizht of 26 - 27 December 5§ L..F FEY's Lombed Kavieog and
Panapsd airficlis, dropping more than 10 tons of bumbs ancd incendiaries. A
pumber of fires were obsorved. The following day Cape it. Oeorpe wac rolded
by & single Alliod patrol pline which observed -c results. Lome r/g fire
was snoountered. Also 27 Ueocecber, 16 miles K. of Kavienz, 7 Jap Lurgsa wers
bopbed by an Allied patrol pleane while at Lorengsu ancther Allied patrol
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clane destroyed a grounded Jep pleco,
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In the Cape Glovcoster aroa on 27 Docomber ~llied pround forces
advanoed, from the E., to a point about 2 miles 50 of the number 2 s
while the force which had londed ... of the C:pe dug in and limited themsolves
to putrol noctivity. 1he same day im the /rowe area patrol clashes were
re orted and 3 wavos of Jup planss wiich attacked Lefore dewn were driven
off, 33 of Lthe enery belnpg dovned while our lossos wore nil. About the same
tiro ¢ of 30 Jap burbers were destroyed by PT's V. of Arawe. 1lle samo day
12 A=20's, sunporting sround forces, drooned nearly 12 tons of bombs on
Cupe Gloucester airfield which was alec heavily strafed. A smmnition dump
was destrryod. The sare doy lindenhalen pluntaticm, just Y. of Gusrmata, end
Lnea Islund were each hit with a ton of bombe fron different sinzle B-24's
on patrol. At Unen Island a bullding wes destroyed. ;

Abort noon £7 December over Habaul 40 Allied fiphter planes
destrorod 8 nnd deroged 1 of & jossible [0 - 60 intercepting Jap fishters.
1 of our plenes was dama-od by /i fire and anothor landed in the water but
4ko pllot was savod.
[ ‘he saro day 9 A-2C's reided Jop positions slong the Pulle Hiver
end at Didmop viilage, in the irawe urea, while 2 RAAF I'-4U's set a grounded
Jep olene afire and domepod 2 tricks in e reld on Cape Coskins alrfield.

{D) few Guinec

[ Allied troops in the Finschimfen area ocouplod Niaringel, about
10 miles M. of Fortification Foint, on 27 Uecember. The same day inm the
Upper dazu Valley Allied ground forces esptured a Jap pesition 7 miles M.

of Dumpu. Also 27 Lovermber Jep defonse pesitions N. of carlngel wore bembed
enc strefed by 18 B-25's, 12 A-20's and 11 ©#-39'a. Lore then 32 tops of

b mbs were d ropped. Jnly sliclt arnd inmccurate A/l fire was enccuntured.
The same day the Bopodjim vroe wos sitaeched by 22 B-20's wiich roloased mocre
than 4 tons of bumbs and a number of incendiaries while 11 B-25's and 10
B=26's dropped 30 tons of bombs on ladang. Fires were cbserved over both
targots and ot “adang & prounded Jep plane was desirojed. M"A fire was
enarunterod.

(K} X. ¥, 1.

Uver N.E.l. no Allied air activity other than reccnnaissance
was re-~nrted 27 Cocember.

111. A U.S Submarine leports

A U.S. 55 roturning from patrol reports sicking 2 AK's, totalling
11,000 tons; damesing @ 7000 ton LK, and probably demsging an unidentifled
fosael,

W+ L. Bales.
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1. Southwestern Pacific Arca K}J

(A) Sclomen Islends

The night of 26 - 26 Decwmbor Falsi was raided by 2 FV's while
the E. Uatchin Day area was roided by & P-70. No res.lts wero re-orted,
The following day, boginning the morning and comtinuing past mid-afterncon,
the Kista larbor area was attacked at 45 minute inlcrvals by 63 SDD's and 24
1BF's which flew over tho tarcet in 6 planc [ormations. 30 - 40 bulldinza
wore destroyed. No A/ A fire was cnocuntered. The serme mirning 18 B-26's
attacked Kahill with unreported results, while 2 PV's borbed and strafed
Chivarol, E. of Eleta airfisld, deslroying m bridge and sovoral huts. Ovor
Eahill moderately intense but lnacocurste A/A firo was snoountered. Also tho
morning of 26 Decexber 12 TAF's bombed Jap positions in the NE Torokina aroa.
%o results wore reportaed.

(B) New Ireland

The night of 25 Decembor & AL F PBY's cropped more than 9 tons
of b mbs end incendiaries on the dispersal end amrunition dump areas at
Eavieng. A rumber of fires followed. Slight and inaccurate A/A fire of all
calibres was encruntered. The follow:ng corning & possible Jep radar station
at Cape 5t. George was hit with more tian 4 tons of bomis by 7 B-25's essorted
by 34 fighters. 5 m/g's were silonced. 1 of the B-25's was downed lut part
of the erew was roscued. Lale that night off Hast Cape & small vessel was
ottacked and reported destroyed by an Allied patrol plane which alaso olaimed
2 direct rita on snother vossel in the same area.

{C) HNew Britain

In eddition to previously resorted Allied air activity 25
Decerder, 10 A-20'a droppod —ore than € tons of bombs on enomy positions on
the Pulle flver, L. ef irawe, and Didmop village while 9 A-20's hit Cape
Gloucester with abiut & tons of bombs. That night Allied positions at
lrowe were thrice raided by unsiated numbers of Jop planss which did scme
demage. The same nicht an TALF POY drouped m bomb on Cape Uoskins with
unreported res.lts. Barly the following morning Allied shizping of ' Arawe
was sttacked by 20 Jep dive bombers of which 2 were downed by A/A fire. The
same day in the same aroa 3 omemy pround attack: on the Allled right {lank
were repulsed, while in the Cape Oloucester area Allied ground foroes which
had landed earlior, ms previously roported, consolidatod their positions
around the 2 bemchheads -- 1 o mile N. of Salimati Polnt, Dorgon Bay, and
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the other about 3 miles N. of Lagoon [oint.

Also if Dececber prior to the uncpposed Allied landing, Cepe
Olouocestor wes attacked by 42 B-24's wiloh dropped more thon 98 tons of birbe
on the beoch end bivousns oreas while L2 Llllod [=-26's hit the samo area
witk more than 44 tons of bomba. Subsequontly Jap positions near the Allied
beachheads were atltacked by 32 A-20's which dropped more thsn 14 tons of
bomba which strafed the aree. Luring the rest of the day 64 B-24's and £l
B-25's dropped 215 tons of Lembe on Jap positions in the Cape Oloucester aroe.

(D)} New Guinea

On 28 December Alexishafen was ailacked by 6 B-26's in addition
to the 10 previocusly re-orted. lore than & tons of berbs full on enemy gun
pesitions but no results were rejorted. Also 25 Lecombor Sio was strafed
with unobsorved reasclts by 2 RAAF Boomerangs and that nizht PT's dostrojyed 2
Jap barges off Nambariwa and sirafod Taum lslend, S. of ilcoke lsland in
Vitiaz Strait. The following day Allied growsd forces in the l.andokel area
wero ongaged in moppin: up and cloaring the vleinity of mine fields.

1I. H.5. Submarine Reports

A U.5. S5 returning from patrol reports sioking 4 AK's totalling
18,544 tons and demaging 1 7,210 ton AK while accther I3 reports sinking e
4,000 ton .K.

A third 55 reports sinking 2 AK's end 1 DD and damaging, by
gunfire, a Q¢ for a total cof 16,621 tons sunk and 700 tons deamaped.

R- A« Boones

DISTRITDUTION
Copy K. 1 = CUMIKCH
Copy Lo. 2 = NAVALTAIDE
Copy Yoe 3 = P=1 (Plans)
Copy No. 4 - SECHAV
Copy No. § = Op=16
Copy Yo. 6 = Op=16-FA-1
Copy Yo. 7 = US JIC
Copy YNo. B = LID
Copy Wo. 9 = D
Copy Fo. 10 = ¥ID
Copy No. 11 = Op=20-01
Copy No. 12 - FILE.

517150 »
QE@W‘EEF mﬁﬂ'

‘h— s -




: - Covy | f 12 Copi
: SREEIET v 025 v

HAVY DLPARTMENT
Offioe of the Chiof of Naval Operations

AL BGTUN
It 8 reguested that (e dooumen] De

burned as soon @8 it Aay served (8
purpose and that in the meantima R

Jo se Maval Aotivitios nol be placed in ang pessral file.
unDary os ol m. 27 Leoember 1543

1. Central collle Arca

(£) !mrshall Islands

wotje atoll was atiscked by 9 B-2¢'s on 23 Decombor. 15 tons
of bombs wore droped on onemy installotions. 35 enemy [izhter planes intor-
capted our bombers near Tarco. 3 enemy plones wore shot down, 1 was probably
destroyed end G were dasagod. Allled casualties were 1 plane darmped, 1
ervw moobor doad and 1 wounded. The same day an allied roconnalssance plans
reorted no enesmy militury installutions obeerved on Ujes or Las atells. .Ja
onomy secplune was rojorted deruged by theso planos.

im 24 Lecamber Krajalein was attucked by 19 P-24's. 38 tons of
‘cmbs wore roleased cn enemy instollut cns ond shippinz. 2 AK's wore seen
burning. Ko cnomy planes were sncountered. All our planss returnod safely.
The same day 1111 was attacked by 10 A-Z4's and 10 P-3U's. A 620 1b. bomb
was dropsed on the enemy AK re-crted demcpged on 22 December ana 4 tons of
borba were dronwed on the islond. Chemy intorceptoss werc snocountered and 2
them ware shot doem. All our planss returned safely. The afterncon of
Decerber 18 B-24's attacked T.olje. 45 tons «f bombs were dropped and fires
were started. Veak anté-al-craft firc wes enci-untored but there was no
interee-t.on. There were nc Allled sasunlties. The sare day Hauru was aitacked
by 7 Vonturas. Domba were dropoed on the disporsal and service arcas. 1 of
our plunes is rissing, Thure was no intercepticn but heavy A/A fire =ms
oncountered. The same day 2 onemy AK's and oscorts woro altacked by Allied
rlones 3C milos SE of Ewnjeloin. 1 AK wvas left sinking.

[3) <cilbert Islands

)

On iko nizht of 24 Docenbor linkin wms twice atiacked by enemy
planes, Lhe lirst by 2 and the soo.nd by 6 planes. 6o 25 Decerber Makin was
again attacked by 16 enomy f[isltors wi ich dronped bombs. 2 of the enemy

vore shot down. The nitht of 24 Docember Tarawa was also attacked O
differont Linos by onomy plancs in croups of 2 = 4 planes sach. Damapre was
reportad as not hoavy.

I1. Southewustern “acifioc Area

(i) Solomon lslands

Christoas morning the wohana - Bonds = Buks area vas attacked
by 20 TRF's. The sama day enemy positions on Vangu '] wore bombed by
3 TAF's and 26 SED's. [t the same time lolupens oint was altacked by 18
E9D"s. Ensmy forces in the Torokloa area wore hit by 26 TEF's operating in

2 groupsa. These atlacks were mado in suppert of our ground troope. thc‘ ‘.ﬂ‘
}.q,‘"a o
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day ilnouts nroe und iho costorn cocst of Jougainville were atiacked by 11
Fal's operuting in & ;roups of & wad T.

The rornins of 24 Dececber about 2 milos off the I.. ccust of
Guadoleansl an cnemy s was sighted. An £11led DE dopth-charged tho arce.
lurin= the wltorncon of the sam® day o poriscopo uas seen and the area was

\ ozain depth-chagped. An underwotor explosion was heard, end alr Lubbles anc
oil were seen on ilho surfaca.

un 26 Cecember larse oll slicks and debris were soen in the
arca and iho atiscks on Lhe enemy subnorine were rejorted ms sucocossful.

S (B) Mew Britein

Cor eetion: The attack reported in the surrary for 26 December
third parapraph should have shown Vunakansu instead of Buna Canal.
An sdditional atinck was made cn Cepe Gloucester 24 December Ly

12 D-24'a.

On 26 Decembar Cape lloskins area was strafed by 2 1A/F P-40'"s
and 3 Mesufiphters. A small vessel noar Jasmate was strafed by 2 iA-20"s, &
P=33's strafed 2 barges at Tein Day and the previously damszed TD near Cape
Slouceater. OUver firawe Allied fisliters shot down 1 ememy bomber. During the
day 2 enery borbs were dropoed on Arswe Lut enomy triops were re~orted moving
ovor-land ... from the meuth of tle fulle River and were rcoorted to have
reached Untinrolu abcut € miles E. of the irmwe airstrip. Un 25 Docember the
Capoe Sloucestor area was very heavily bumbed by o total of 156 Allied heawy,
pedium and 1i-ht bombors (62 B-24's, 62 5-25's and 30 A-20's). Lore than 250
tons of borbe wore drovped. The same day ot noom fabaul was hit by 63 Soupao
B-24's covored by figktors. 13 of 60 - 60 enemy intorceptors were shot down
and 7 wero srobably destroyed. 1 F4U and 1 P-38 were shot downm and 2 P-38's

rdesing. Further detalls oro daclkdng.
/F At deom 2C December Alliod forces landed at Cope Sloucester.
A novel bomburdment preocded the landing. Alr supremacy was maintained by
Allied planes. Do enemy opposition wos resorted on the landing beaches. A
§.r:C eorrunique aleo resorts landings on Leng Islond and indiocatss l'arines
were establishing beachhesads at Cepe Cloucester. Tho corruni~ue Also roported
that Jop siroraft heavily ralded cur landing forces and that 6l enemy planes
ware slot down with the loss of 7 Allied plones. Losses of ships and person.el
\w-r- reported as light. lio furthor detalls ore avallalle.

(C) New Guines

[ Om 24 Docember Allied troops captured liandokai. L considerable
quantity of wmeunition and equipmont was taken.s COn 25 Decsmber Alexishafen
was bombed and strafed by 10 B-26's and 10 P=47's. DBulldings and barges were
hit.

*s A. Boone.
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SummaTy as 5 , 1543,
1. Central Pacific Area

On 21 December 1 thousand-ton enemy AK was sunk by a U.3

a
plane near Jaluit, Other search planes bombed and strafed FMajurco Island and
Ealoelsp Jeland without resulta.

TI. Southwestern Pacific Area
{A) Salomon Islands

Barly 23 Decamher Soupac I'T'a shalled House Kiape and the

Ateinima Ares (M7, of Empress Augnsta Bay). Some enemy fire was received
from the shors, During the day 15 I'39's strafed the Shortland Area while at

Shortland p, No camage resulted. The range was 57 miles. The fallowing
day 2L s dropped over 1l tons of bombs on Bonis seaplane anchorage, 2
p-3L's strafed enrmy barge hidecuts near Umum (N. coast of Bougalnville).
It was reported on 2k December that the Japs have considerable forces at
Tinpots and Baniu Bay , NE. coast of Pougainville,

Same day it was infticated that U.5. artillery and mortar
[ire were forcing the Japs to evacuate their high positions RE, of Torokina.

Pefore dawn Christmas morning cur sir strip at Torokina and
buruata Island were bombed and strafed b 2 unidentified planes but no matorisl
damage resulted,

 B-25's ralded Jap positions om NY. Cholseul Island om 23
December, 5 huts were destroyed and others damaged and a possible radlo
etation strafed. There were reported to be approximately 100 Jags in
vulambuli (N;. Cholseul). 2 natives were reported captured and 1 killed.

{(B) Few Pritain
2 Jap ID's were attacked by a PBY near Carove Ialand during
the night of 23-2k Lecember. A 50C-pound bomb hit one warsld® . 18 soupac
B-2L's heavily raided Lakunai airfield, Habsul, the afterncon of 23 Necerber.

smmwwmmmmuﬂmmquqm
air force were ahle to break through the fiphter cover, 6 of thess 12 were
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by lirhtera, participated in these attacks, Oun positlons and coastal in-
stallations thoroughly hombed and strafed. Other air activity curing the
day included B-2l attack on Qarove [sland, Barges destroyed off Gasmata by

area betseen Borgen and Hein Bays was also hombed and strafed by 12
2k December 2 B=3L's encountered § Jap fighters. 2
troyed, another was afire and three were damajed, md

18 B-2l's heavily hit Buna Canal airfield on 2L Pecerber.
S enemy interceptors and das trayed 5
more, Ons Jap plane was downed by our bombers, Fe lost 6 ‘s and 1 F6P,
Fhotos of Rabaul Harbor, 2L December, reveal 1 55, 2 MD's, 3 IC's, 13 AK's,
55 fightern,
boat in the entire Rabmul Area.
alr strip 1s reported under -onstruction 3%

L RAAF PET's dropped over 7 tons of bombs on Manapai
airdroms, Xavieng, the morning of 2L December. The smue day £ B-
strafed buildings at Cape St. Oeorje. A pessible radar statlion was bosbed
and strafed, 3 Jap fiphters feetly attempted interception, JO mlles off

E
L]

mmtﬂwpﬁmd?tmm:ﬂﬁ&%#%mhmmsm
in Kavieng Harbor. 2 large AE's, 1 DD and 3 barges were reported sunk and
10D, 1 I'T, srmall AK's and other barges were either sunk or badly damaged,
Strafing attacks also damaged 6-10 Jap float planes. 1 TBF was lost but
personnel may be rescued, Damaged planes included; 2 dive bogbers and T
TAF's. Fatrol plnnes from the sare task group shot down J Jap alreraflt
during the day. Christmas evening 18 Jap planes attacked this task pgroup,
ut no demage resulted,

(D)  Bew Onines

On 23 Necembar Australian troops along the New Ouinea coast
reached a polnt 2 miles 5, of Wandokal, The following day near Sio Allled
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H'ld-ml-;luhpﬂﬂ,lhrg-,mﬂmmll-uhuh The 100-ft.

&5 is a new type snd is probably being used lor the transportation of sup-

plisa, The ssme day A-20's boabed and strafed harge hidecuts near Sio.
{E) M.E.I.

During the evening of 2L December 5 B-25's raided Atambosa
(NE, Dutch Timor)., Fires were started in the barracks area,

Iil. U.$S. Sobmarine Reports

(o]
A T,5, m.mmmmmmm
reports dasa-ing a 6,000-ton eneny AK.
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1. Yeortheestorn Pacllic Arom

"

Adéitional informution on the previcusly roported Parerushiru
roid revonl thot all e hm‘:s dropped foll inside the Kaotaokn aroa of 7.
Sidrmsin Islond, Less L en , o ton of bombs was dropped.

11. Co tral Meoific Area

(A) Yarshall laleands

Ewajelein atoll was aitacked by 8 B-24's anc 4 PB4Y's on
21 Decarber. 6 tons of bombs were relessed. Flres and oxplosicns werc
chserved. On the same day Ewicj Islond, Jaluit atoll, was burbed and strofed
by 16 FEF's and 17 A-24's which released 8 tons of bembs. 1 AK wes seen
sinkinz and 1 was denaged. Our casuddties lnclude 1 A-24 lokt und 2 FEF's

. il1 was attacked on 22 December by 11 A-24's, 16 P-30's and

1 F6F. Ships and Installations wore bombed end strefed. 1 A recolved 3
¢ireot Fits. 1 enesy interceptor was dostroyed, 1 probably destroyed and a
third domoged. Our casualties included 1 FOF and 2 A-24's domuped. Shipping
and installations wore oticcked on Fwafelein on 24 Deccmber by 16 B-24's.
58 tons of berbs wore roloased ond 2 AK's wore seen burning. All our planes
retirned salely.

¢n the same doy 14 was attecked by 10 SBD's mad 20 P-30's.
Tho AK demagod on 22 Decomber recoived another hit. 2 enemy interceptors
were shot down. All our planes ret.rned safely. ;

I11. Southwostorn Pacific Area

J (A) Solaron Islends

Kahili airdrome wes ottocked by 9 U.5. D-26's on 22 December
uliilo & 9-25's roided the Shortlond crea. imibhe soro day villagos and fuel
gtorazos in H. Dougaimwille wore strofed by U... Cigler plancs. Barly
22 Deoenbar M boats sank 1 Jap burce off tho Boupninvillo ccast. Tho ofter-
nocn of the come day Mula was otlacked by 106 P-24's and at the samé tine
Sohana Islond mnd Bonis were ralded by 3 B-24's. Firos wor. obocrved in
both plocos. Un the NE Torokina seotor artillory be to prepare the wag
for attock oo the afternvon of 22 Decerber. (n the tﬂ@win; |Rm'nn-m tha
sttack was st:ll in procress. .t the ssme time the onemy Lad boon contasted
on the coast 5. of the Torokina Rver. Jap positions wore being shelled.
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~——"Tha night of 22 Dooerbor loporong laland was roided Yy a D=3,

Guhens Talaod wed rtiocked by 17 B=-28's on 23 Decenbor. Hits
were chscrved ncar Japansse pun poslticns. un the sare doy Japaneso 'ositions
in & Souceinville wore sttacked by 47 LED's end 28 TF's. Pulldines wore
dostroved and fires sterted. A4 Fire wes ensviniorsd and 1 TOF was scon to
erash into the cea.

The Muln = Bopis sres wes shalled by Allied CL's and 0D's on
24 Lecerber. Gowwral fires nnd 1 explosion was ohac vod.

(8} Foni, sebitle and Muguris lulonds

A% Poat Inland 2 Jap posit ems wore sirefed by am Allied scorah
plane on 03 lecamber mnd st irbitle the ssme plene strafed ancther burge.
im the =ane day noor fusuris Icland o Lerge-tewin- cluep was strufed by an

Etlbed plupwe  Thow sluwg ous Tulb Whnsin .
(c} tHow lreland

Fovieng cirfield was raldod by 3 AAAF Catalines on 22 Decosbor.
Eearly & ton of buzbs was roleassd. Fircs and exploslons wore obear¥ed.
in Lhe seme day 70 milos = of Eovleng 1 B-i4 borbed and strefed 1 AN, Yo
dama-e was dong.

(0} Bew Britain

1 lioar Arcoe Jep sffort to land mes frustrated b U.5. patrol
voosel on 10 Uotucber, un the [Ri ocust of How Jritaln 3 Jup berges were
strafod by O P=30's on £ Decesbor. o restlts were roncried.
The nizht of 21 = &2 Dececher Jep plusos attesked the frowe
groa dropping sbout 20 tuns of bimba. 1 LC wes sunk. Tho comst DT of
Capa Sloucecter was borbed ond strafed by 10 A=20'. 22 Lecorber. Gasmote
vas reided b3 o MAAF Coteline om 23 Decerbor. About o, of & ton of bomba
wae dropped. o rosults woro rescrted. Onthe samo doy 10 WiF P-LL's atiaoked
tho fosrote rummy dropplog 3y tons of bomba. Lo results wera reported. On
the some doy 60 D-24's attacked tho Capo Gloucester erca dropoing 179 tlona
of bombe, storting several firss and destroying 4 borpes. Also on €5 Dosorber
the Cepe Noskins bulldings ond onermy planes on the field were strofed by
24 ARAF P=40's. £ plones wero destroyed and sevorol bulldings word soen
* burning. Lizht A/ fire was eoocountered. Berges in Sorgen Dey wero strafed
E by 8 P=30's nlso on 23 Deaerber.

{2) New Guinea

0 medium bombors attacked floxishefen 22 Uecember. O toms of
‘prbs wore roleassd but ne results were ronorted. Unthe sare doy Jap
positions near Tandokai wore bosbed by @ B-28's in support of lund cotivity.
I 10 tors of bumbs wore reloasod. Mes:lta wore not re-orted.
i Tewak was attacked by 20 medlum bombers 23 Decembor. 7 tons of
{ bor 8 and 211 clustera were dropped, Flres and explosions were obsorved. &
i1 other D=25's borbod mnd strofed Aoar plentation, relesmsing 100 clusters.
| in sddition to m/p fire. On the sece cay tho rumwsy and arruniticn dumos
| at ;lexishafen wore bombed by o6 3-26's and O B-Z6's. 57; tons of bombs wers
dropped, [ires started and £ encmy bombers wore damaped cn the pround. On Lhe

| -hnﬂ-'“ﬂtﬁ nﬁﬁkﬂ
l__.___-'_-n‘_———‘:';@‘::'rEI B P




b

sare toy villages end berges in the fal iiver ares wern strafed by 8 r=33"a,
Ko results waro ro-orted. At the sere time borpes betwsen Sio and Nambariwe
vare attaekel by 24 (-20's, lore thon 11 tons of bezbe were cropped but

no resclts vere roncrted.

IV. U. §. Gubmarine Aeports.

mrobibly sunk
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totallins 34,000 tons.

A U.8. 38 ro-orts sinkln= ﬁ;élﬂll and darugzing 2 moro,

end 1 AP of about 4T3l tons was damased.

e A« Toono.

1 = Coriden

2 = KAVAL ALIE &
3 = F-1 (iMans)
4 = SECHAY

& = Up-16

£ = Op=-16=FA-1
7 = 118 JIC

8 = MID

§ =MD

10 = ¥Ip

11 = Op=20=31
12 = FILE.

Anvther 55 roports 1 K, Megern Paru type of 7148 Lans,

Regraded Unclassified




L - el g

e Sy 8
| secase EO E" Copy Noa 2 of 12 copies

| NAVY DEPALTIZHT
Uilice of tho Chiefl of Naval Uperctions
wer bl TRGTUN . it is requested that this dosument oe
burned as soon as it has served its
purposs and that in the meantime il

i Japanose Naval Activities ot be placed in any general file.
| SUmmary &s o > [ r 1943

1. GSouthwestern imolfio Aren

(A} tolomen lslands

During the ni-ht of 21 - 22 Deccrber 2 0-24's harossed enomy
bivouse wrons in Ue Puke - Douguinville arca. lFalsl was Lombed the saro
ni-ht by 2 ni-ht figlors.

Ja 22 Decermbor patrolling end str fing ectivity wes carried
out spuinst tle follow!ns creas: Nonoltu liss.cn, Yuma Numa, Chincse settlo-
mont et Juka, Kohill = Jhortlgond area, Piva diver area, Chabedi, icrton,
Anowa Bay{ . of Kicto) Zlaus and Tioraks cnd on the sene day Schana Islend
ond tho Zonis airstrip were attacked by 68 JlD's, 20 TDF's and 33 fishters.
inemy A/A positicns and barze lideout: constituted the tarpet. A fuel
dump was |it end dostroyed ancd C hits were obsorved amonz the barpes.

! (n) Ambitle Island

| un 228 Deccnmbor an Alliod searoh plune borbed end strufed L of &
| bcots soen ot Arbitle Islend. une of the boats disap-eured and ihe socund

| was aband.nod by the erew follewin; ihe attack. Tho aros wes again stlacked
| by 6 Ventures anc B P-38's later that sare dey. C burges wero sot afire.

(C) Green Island

Sarzes were at.acked on tie N. slore of Treen lsland by an
Mlied soarch plepe on 22 December.

() Hew ireland

E The nizht of Z1 .ecember & ‘lAk: Catolinos attacked Kavieng,
startin: fires in the burrucks end clspersel creas. An cnemy /P = AK was
attocked &, of New “anover luland by & 9-24 cn £2 Docermber. No rosults wore
ro-orted.

(2) New Britaln

AMlied positions in thu jirawe aroo were raided by enomy aire
eraft 3 heurs before cewn on 22 Decesber. Cesunlties and demase wero not
dotormined. 4Allied T boats attocked but did not sink J enemy burpes in the
Dampler Strait. econnnissunce Lenmbers bombed Curove Islond wnd the old
strip at Capo Gloueostor on tho same day. Also the same doy J0 AN DP=420's
bombod and strefed bridpo. end bLulldings in the Cape Luskins area, starting
fires. Cape Sloucestor was ulso attacked 22 Decerbor by 47 D-24's. Yore
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then 138 Luns of borbe wore roleased on the bivoune and sturage areas.
Dermpier “trolt wnd tho T.. side of Porpen Day were hombed end strafed Ly
23 .=20's oc tho some doy.

(F) Leow Ouinea

€ 4=26's Wrbed the .lexishulon rumsay on 21 Decermber. Jdditiunel
6 B-25's b nbed «adacy cirdrome that samo cey, sleriin: sovoral [ires.
Ailied iT bokts oltacked § &. bound onomy berges cinking 2 and domesing tle
ibird off .nlingai, 5 of Fertifloutlum Point, on 2 Decurber. Tho saro day
~awak was sitacked by 36 N-25's, storting firce In the dump sreas end dosiroying
1 greunded plane rnd demsping anothers Ulrect Lits were scorod on 2 cnemy
AP = jK's wlhich were letor strofed. 30U enomy Lnilercoptors wero enoountored,
14 destroyed and 2 probably destroyed. 2 Allicd P=30's were shol down o
third is missinz. Accurate and intense A/A fire was encountercd. Also on
22 December enemy positions in the Sio srca were sirafed by 2 Boomerangs
ond enamy positions and trails in the Hukike area were borbed and strofed

by 12 A-20'm.
R. A. Boone.
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I. Borthwestorm Pacific hrea

The migkt of 21 = 22 December (E. lonzitude time) Paramushiru
was raided by 2 “BY's on a photo and nigkt bombing mission. 1 cf the plencs,
althourh the area was 908 obsoured by olouds, was able to find the tagot and
drop scme brmbes on the Shimushu side of the stralt. There was no enemy

eppoaltion.
II'. Contral Facifle Area
(o) Marshall 1:I1|nrll

Maloelap atoll (presumably Taron Island) was attacked on 20
Decombor by 16 U.8. Army B-24's whichd ropped 24 tons of bombe ceusing e number
of fires in the tarzet area. Of 30 intercepting Jap fighters 4 were downed and
5 were probubly downed. A/A fire was intense and mocurate. 3 U.5. planes

wore downed and all suffered some dmpage.
(B) Oilbert lslends
Dafors dewn 19 Deocember Lakin vas ineffectively raided by 4
high=flying Jap bombers and the following morning the same target was arain
ineffestively raided, this time by 6 Jap bombers. About the same time 2 Jap
bombers raided Tarews, causing scme domage.

II11. Southwestern Pacifie Aroa

{A) Sclomon Islands

In the Toroldna area 2,228 dead Japs had been counted botween
1 November and 1 December and durlnz the soms pericd 18 Jap priscners were

taken. !

On 21 Desembor Allied alr sotivity over Deugainville was
handisspped by bad weather. However, in the afterncon 6 B-25's dropped § tons
of bombs wlth unobmerved res.lts on the Monoltu arca. The same day Lhe 1Z2th
Zehelon reached Torokina safely. Also on 21 December N. of Torckina 1 Jap
was oaptured by a U.S5. patrol while in the HE Torokina ares another patirol
was sent to a hill w. of the Torckima Rivor where some Japa had been contacted.
The froot lines remained unchanped. The same day the 11th Fchelon arrived at
Troasury without mishap. Early 22 Deocmber 3 miles S. of Otua Island, off
SE Bouralinville, PT's sank a Jap barpe and a short while thereafter 30 Milea
We of Puka 3 Jap burpges were strafed with uncbserved results by an Allled

patrol plane.
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The aftornoon of 21 December in an inlet on . imbitle lsland
an Allied putrol plene strafed € well camouflazed Jap barges with unobssrved
resulte.

{c) How Ireland

Kaviong was raided the nizht of 20 Lecember by £ AAF PEE's which

dropned abeu 33 tons of bumbs and incendiaries on the airfiold. No A/A fire
was encountered. The following nizht SE of Dyaul lsland a 7000 ton Jap AP was
sot afire by a PBY while the same night NE of jabaul a 6000 ton AK vas sunk
by 2 D-24's.

(D) New Britain

Vory early the morning of 21 Decerber Allied posit.oms 1n ile
hrawe nrea were twice ‘neffectively ra:ded by unstcted numbers of Jap planes.
The sarw day in the same aroa the pruund situation remained unchansed. Also
21 Doocnbor aron was hoavily attacked by a total of &4 B-24's, 3b B-25's and
24 A-2 's whiro dro-ped 206 tins of bimbs om bivouscs, dumps, zun positlons,
cosstal villages end trails. The same day 3 B-24's dropped 3 tons of bombs
on Oasrata with unobserved results while 2 Epitfires downed an enemy fizhter

over the same target. lodorately intemse and mcourate A/A fire was enccuntered.

7 RiiF i-20"s escorted by an unstated mumber of P~40's dropped 4 tons of bombs
on Cape lioskins airfield 21 December with umobserved results while 3 RALF
Besufighters strafed the area, damaging a grounded Jap plane.

The same duy off Cape Boechey 3 RAAF Deaufighters destroyed
boat while 6 P-39's hit a boat and barge in Sorgen Bay and 6 P-38's strafed
wharves in dein Bay. No results were reported. ln Margle Bay € P-39's
damaged $ barges. The same day about ncon 15 - 20 Jap dive-bombers covered by

figtters attacked shipping off /rawe, dameging £ vessels. Durinz the afternoonm,

ob: vt 100 enemy planes wore reported in the area and preliminary reccrts
indicated that 10 of them were destroyed and 3 probably destroyed by Allied
figlter natrols.

(E) ¥ew Guinea

In the Finschhafen ares 21 Decombor Allied ground forces made
further sdvences along the ccast N. of Lakona. The same day Madang wirfield
and town were hit with 21 tuns of borbs from 24 low-flylns 3-26'as which also
hoavily strafed the area., Oun sositions end buildinse were destroyed and a
nurber of fires started. 1 B-25 was downed by A/A fire. Alsc £l December 11
L=-20's hit Jap camps in tho Landokuil area with more then 5 tcns of bimbs and
of f Nanan Bay € barges were strafod ond damaged by 2 P-33's.

{(F) M. BE. 1.
Villepes in the Japoro area of Uutoh lew Ouinea wore bombed and
strafed by B 3:AF -40's on 21 Uecember while 11 "-24's dropped rore than 20

tons of bumba and inceddiaries on Arahal airfield, Ceram Island. Firos were
obsorved by toth missions follewling tho atiscks.
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1. Central Facifio Aroa
(A) Marshall Islands

ihe ovoning of 19 Decembor an mﬂi land 2 miles W. of
Tarca, Faloelap atoll, was attacked by 11 U.Z. Army B-24 15 tons of Lomba
1

- are located a Ja prldi.n insiallation aond
fuel storage. The ailtacking planes were intsrcepted by 25 Jup fiphters of
m:uh'rmyrnhu,mﬂdidmﬂ A fire was mocurate ani intense
and 2 of ovr planes wore dasmged and 3 men injured.

11. Southwestern Paoific Area

{A) Solomom lalands

Jn 19 December Poporong, SE nf Shortland Island, was raided by
5 P-24's while 3 more raided Kahili. Kara, Batsoa, in the Matokin Bay area,
Buks and Bonis wore esach ralded by singls B-24's. No results were reported.
The same day & Jap patrol of undetermined stremgth was contacted inm the HE
Torokina area by a U.5. Karine patrol. Fo detalls were reported. Later
another U.5., patrol was unable to locate the enesy. That night an unstated
number of Allied night fighers bunbed Jap positions in tre Jaba River area
with unrerorted results and 1 F4l downed a Jap fighter. The lollowing day
Sohana lsland and ¥ Bonis were attacked by 69 SuD's and 28 THP's escorted by
31 fi=lters. A mushor of hits wore scored on ememy pround positioms, buildin-s
and barpes. On the return light Teneksu and Xieta were strafed by 8 of the
covoring fighters. 1 LBD erashed,

The morning of 20 December Korovo village, SE Shortland lsland,
was aliacked by 2 fli=hts (8 end 6) of 5-26's. No results were obsourved
23 tons of bcobs. About the seme time 8 more
i g on Buks with unobeserved recults and 1 B-25
dropped a tom of bumbs on Kahili. The E. Bougainville comst was strafled by

fichters returning from Buks. The same day wt Tinputs and Papas,

ME Bougainville, reported Jap c:ncentrations were bombarded by an unstated
nurber of U.5. DD's. Freliminary rejorts indicate the tarzets wore well covered. |

(B) ¥ow Irelend
Tha night of 19 December off the V.. New Ireland coast a ocomvoy
of 16 Jap ships was attacked by & PEY's whkich scored a direot hit on a €000
wh

ton AK which was left burning, scored a hit on and probably destroyed ancther
$000 ton AX and scored a kit on an 8000 ton AK. l'ore than 2 tons of bombe
ware

drop-ed from 150'.
1"-‘.;'
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Belated recorts reveal that off Arawe on 17 December 40 Jap
dive-bomberas and fizhters attanked Allied shippin-: which inflicted some
damage on the vessels. 14 of the enemy atimokers were downed by A/A fire
and 8 more were probubly destroyed.

Early 20 Doccmbor 2 Jap planes bombed the Arswe area. JNo details
vore rovorted, Thoe same dey in the sume area Allied sround troops consolidated
positions follocing ococupetlon of tho airstrip. Before desm 20 Desorber
Vmelenay airfield, fabeaul, was hit with 17 tons of bumbs from 18 RAAF Beauforts.
Large fires in the dispersal sress were reported. A/A fire was encountored.
The same doy .. cf Cape Urford 12 RAAF P-40's strafed some buildinge, 1 of wiich
axplodod and in iide Day 3 (A F Boaufiphters destroyed 14 smmll bostas.

Capo Yonsing, about 16 miles B. of Cape Glouoester, was atimcked
20 Decembor by 6 B-24's which dropped 20 tons of bombs. Fires followed 5
explosions. The ssme day 28 B-24's and 6 B-26's dropped 104 tons of bombe
on Cape Glouoester with uhreported results while 17 B-24's mnd 26 B-25's dropped
93 tons of bombs on enemy dumps around Borgen Bay. These planes also exponded
more than 52,000 rounds of 50 and 30 calibre in strufinz. The seme day 18
#=20"s borbed and stroafed suspected Jap positions E. of frawe and 12 A-Z20's
bombed and strafed Alseza willaze. 14 tons of bombs were released cvor the
first target and rore tran 5 tons ovor the soccond where slight n/p fire was
encountered. lo results were reported. The same day 5 of Talasea a Jap
bomber was downed by an unstated number of patrollinz P-47's.

(D) Eow Guinea

The night of 19 - 20 Decerber Kiriwina and Goodsnough Ialands
wero bombed by 15 Jap planes of which 1 vas downed &y A/A fire. The same
al<ht Finschhafen was twice raided by unstatsd mumbers of enesy planes.
Alexishafen airfisld and sdjeacent dunps were hit with nearly 28 tons of bomba
fron 36 8-25's on 20 December. 1 grounded Jap plane vwas destroyed, 4 were
darm-ed and jun positicms were silenced. Moderstely intense and socurate
A/A fire was encountered. The ssme day N. of Dumpu Jap positicns were bombed
by 4 P-40's. HNo results were reported. Also on 20 December Marinecal was
attacked by 5 B-20's which hit enemy bivouso areas with 7} tons of bombs
wtiloc just N. of Weringal 7 P-39's dameed 7 enory barges. The same day 12
B-26's oitackod the Yubika srea (this ploce has not boen locatad but it is
presumnbly in the HE luon Peninsula area), raloasing 18 tons of bombs. Also
on 20 December Allied ground forees advancing along the coemst N. of Lakona
reached high sround 5. of Fortification Toint.

(E) M. 2. 1.
There is nothing to renori.
(F) Australia
Ao /1lied convoy was unsuccessfully attacked by a single Jap
bomber on 20 Decewmber &. of Cape -.esssl.
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I. Central Pacific irea

(A) arshall Islonds

4% cbon atell a U.S. putrel plene on 16 Dscerber bombed and
strafed an AK and a pier with unrejorted results. un 139 Decesber 1414 atoll
wos twice altecked. 14 U.S. ‘rmy B-24's dropped 19 tons of herba +o slurt
fires in Lhe area, 4 Jap firltters, roleasing aerial Lembs, intorce-ted und
of those 1 wns dewned anu ancther probebly downed, 5 of cur plenes were
Camaced cnc 1 wes lost. In the seecnd atieck, 12 U.5. Lrry £9-lters destroyed
3 Jap plenes on tho pround and shot down 1 of 6 rore whiloh interce-ted. 3
of our slunes were lost. The same day et Ewajelein utoll 12 iK's, 8 Fo's
end 1 U0 sere obeserved while & small Au was gl=kted at Jaluit. Lo ghiypins
was seon ot .otje or laloelap. That night o raidinr U.5. PBY loft u larre
AF burnirs st Fwajalein.

15 U.S. froy B-24's dropped 27 tons of Sombs on Mili 20 Lecerber .
« ler-e fire was stertod anc ¢ -rounded Jep plenes wero destrored. 1
interce tin: Jop £i-lter daraced 1 of our planes.

1I. Soullwmeslern lwoifiec ifrea

(A) GSolomem Islends

lho nizit of 18 - 19 Lecumbor 10 - 15 Jap plunos aitackod tle
Torokina area ceusing some cesunlties. ihe sume nl-ht Jep pusitions in the
Jobto Hivor arcm were raided by 2 FV's and 1 FAU «ith unre erted rosulis.
At noon ike tollowing day Jap bivouse end supply wrces ot Yolgvru, NS of
Kahill, worc hit with @ tons of bombs and 215 fru-rentalicn olisters from
24 "-24's. Cleck sroke rose over the srea after the atlack. .Lbout noon 19
Lecorber 2 waves, totalline 32 LBU'g enc 3§ 7 F's, ettoockod Kicta FEarber,
supnly anc bivouae ureas, causing ecnuideruble darwre. Thet sftcrnoen in
the wicinity cf the Reini Fiver, E& ompress Lurusta Bay, 3 hits on a worchouse
ward scored by J dive-bombin: F-3u's wiile 2 other P=30's strofed Holeris
villa~e in the same area. Also 19 Lecembor ut Tisraks village, about 47
miles K. of Numa Kuma, & concentrution of Japs was re-ortod.

(B) freon lslands

The afterncon of 13 Deccrber 2 mamoufla-od Jap bar-es in Lhe
lorven ot Lissen lslend were strefed wilh unrezorted results by o B-24.

o 'ﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘ 5?;\,.;“‘:1' g
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{C) New lreland

ihe aftornoon of 19 Loserbur ab:iwt 30 piles 55 of Kovion: o
B-24 scorcd a nowar miss on an AKX in convoy and probably desiroyed 1 of 4
laterecpling Jup plenes. 1le same afterncon ab. ut 80 miles .. of kow llanover
2 Dl's or oruisers ond 2 medium Ak = AI's were sishted hooded X,

{b) MNew Britain

In the Arcwe orea 19 December allied -atrols reached the ltnd
dlver to the .. und advanced as far as the airstrip, about 6 mles NE of
Cape Lerkus, without contacting ony Japs. The same day 8 4-20's, supporting
Mlied around forces, bombed and strafed the mouth of the Pulie Bvoer with
unre-~crted rosults.

Cape Glouc ster was nttucked on 19 Uscamber by 100 B-2i's, 46
B-25's and 9 N-26's which dropped & record load of 414 tons of birba en ~un
positions, dumps and villapos. Considersble damape resulted. oOnly sli-ht
and inacourate m/; fire wus encvuntered. The sans day Gasmats was twice
attacked, Before dewn 7 UWF fMeauforts dropped 6 tons of bimbs end incendiaries
on the dump nrea: with exeellont results and later 10 iF 4i=3E"8 end 37
L F P-iO's released U tons of borbs over the surme nrem, silencing A/A posit ens
and cousing damage ti the rumwny wnc dumps. 51izht and insccurate A/A fire
wes oncountured.

Also on 19 lecerbir J UJF Jeoufic)ters destroyed a bout off
feilel plontetion, .ide Bay, end strufed Lio wrea while 2 ;-20's left 1
launch end 2 Lurces burnins off Owon loint. JSliut noon the sare doy 18 B-24's
escorted by L0 fi-liters borbed lubteul. 1 AiK or AP oxploded, 1 was sot afire
and Lhe ihird wes loft emoking, 4 of 40 - 50 intcroonting Jop fighters wore
destroyed. 2 Fil's wore downed and 2 P-4G's collided, 1 D-24 was domaped.

(2) New Cuinea

Tho nisht of 18 - 10 lLecerber the fonge - Lakona urve wus
roided by e sinsle Jop plune and the sume picht .T's destroyed 9 Jup barros
off 3elss ‘oint and 1 burze of ' .uringai. The following dey fllied pround
forces advencing N. of lLakona crossed the Masewenz ‘iver, elimincting some
small Jap forces and capturing some eqiipment. Also 15 December 22 B-25"a
and T R=26's it the Madonp nirfiold with ovor 42 vons of brmbs, causing a
lur=e exrlosion and fires. A/i firo encountered was nccursta, The sume day
14 P=33's strofed Selder und Fortification Point and also dewned o Jap plane
and destroyod 3 barges. The sume day a B-24 dropped a ton of bombe on
Larbariwa and in the Cape “iiléam sros 9 B-26's and 12 A-20's hit supply
dunps and trails with more than 11 tuns of bembs and 6 P=3.'s dostroyed 2
enenyy barges. 2 HAAF Doomerangs borbed und strafed o suapocted Jap dump at
Buzen on 19 Decerber and 4 P-33's strafed 2 Jap berzes off warin=ed.

(F) %.E. I.

Gvor Ne Ev I. on 19 Decermbor Allicd aeriaml aotivity was limited

to reconmaissence.
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I. Central Facific Area
{A) Gilbert Islands

. The pirht of 18 Lecorber Turews wos radded by about £ Jap nlanes
wliieh dropped 3 burbs, ocusing no deoepe.

(B) Marshall Islands

Jn 18 Lecorbor BB1i was oliuwcked by oo unreportod number of
fizrter-escorted U.U. arey li-hL Lorbera. € Jep [ijiters werc destroyed on
tho ~round and & more wero damagec. lhore wac nu eir intercertionm but ve
suffcred 1 opurutional plene loss.

11. Southwestorn Maeiflic Area

(&) Svlomen Islends

vm 16 December mbout 46 miles T of Buke an WAF DSesuflort bormbed

ond dama~ed & enemy SS. 4he misht of 17 - 18 Decerber butween Sale lslend

snd Cape lalehan, &) Buka, 2 Jap berges wore destroyed by FT's which were

t'emsol! ineffectivoly bembed by a Jap floctplens, shelled frcm Cape Lalahan

and fired upon from Sale Islund, lhe seme nizht the mouth of the Jeba idiver

wos torbed by PI's using morturs. Uhere was no retura fire. Also during

the ni-kt 3 Jap medium bombers raided the Allied PT anchorage at Cepe Torokioa,

causing some slipght damcge and casuslties. The same nizht Fals: wee ralded,

with unobserved resulis, by 2 P=Tu's.

The forcncon of 1B December Korovo, GSE Shortland Island, wes
i bombed by 11 H-25'@. A heuvy explosion rocked the docks and started e [ire. "
: Stortly trereufter Chabal and Portom, Latohin Bay, wore a tacked by 19 B-24's, |
Benis wne stLacked by 5 B-26's, Mopurong wns altucked by 1 B-24, Kehill was |
altacked by 10 B-24's and Kleia was hit by 3 B-Z4's. Ko detalls were re-orted.
ilso 1B Degember Lhe Mosigetta = lonuitu area wes witacked by 55 SAL's and
42 1NF's. A number of buildinge and 2 bridpos wero destroyed and a probeble
ammunition dump was exploded. unly a few bursts of m/g fire was encountered.
1 sBD 48 believed to have crashed. (he same day Lhe E. coest of Puka wes
strafod by 22 Allled fizhters which cousod o pumbor of explosions und stortod
numorous fires. I Dule end Shortlend lslend were strufed by 22 FeU's, which
destroyod a barze in Pulka Pussope, ond between Cape Pul Dul, 5. Rorovane Ba,
end Yurm Yurmn 5 more Jap burves were strifed by other Allied fiplters.
t noon 18 Lecember aviul 50 miles «. of Buka Massure 1 of our

reconnaissance plunes wae atiwcked by 3 Jap fiphters '‘ut no damuge resuvlted.
| Thut efternion in the Come Molike wrea en Allled patrol was evaousted by boat
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following an attark Ly Japs who withdrew. Jur casualties were 5. Also

18 Doocerber in the RE Torokina area Allied ground forces overwhelmed a Jap
position end on the coast E. of tho Torckina River another Allied patrol
crnooLntorod a Jap patrol und killed 9.

The some day Jap positioms on N Choiseul wore heavily bombed
and strafed by 6 B=26's. lio results wero reported.

The nizht of 18 = 19 Decomber 2 P-70's bombed Lho Jaba River
area ond Allied positions in the Torckina area were attacked by 10 - 16
Jap plones which droppod 25 - 30 bombs, wounding 3 more. lhe same night about
18 miles WIS of the Feni Island , N of Nisean Isloand, an 55 was attacked by
a patrol plane from Guadaloanal. HNo results were repcrted. The forenmcon of
19 Lecdmber Kivta liarbor was hit by 2 weaves totalling 32 20D's and 36 WEF's,
¥ivouas, and sunply areas were it and at Rigu KMlesi:in a 'ridpe and some store-
kouses wers destrcyed. Ilits were alsc made on & number of A/A positloms which
appeared unraned.

At noon 19 December Nolouru was aitacked by 24 B-25'a whioh
borbed bivouas and supply sreas. Later the sare day Japs Lhe vicinity of Heini,
NE Empress Augusta Bay, were dive-bombed by 3 -Ju's and 2 more P-3:'s strafed
Keiaris Village.

(B) New Ireland

Later dotails of the previously reported B-24 mttack on a
possible Jap Dl 17 December 130 riles Il. of Nussau Island revealed that it
was unsuccessful. On 19 [ecember 3 larpe and a number of amall ships were
ocbserved in Eavieng llurbor and thot nizht an 8 ship convoy mbout 30 miles
SSE of Dynul Island was sttacked by a petrolling Allied plane which eclaimed
tc have sunk 1 AP.

(C) MNow Britain

Tre afterncon of 17 locember o sinpgle Jap reconnaissaice plane
over Arowe uns downad by 8 P-47's while luter cver the Seme area, Z. of Cape
Gloucester, 2 of abuut 16 Jap [ighters were destroyed by 7 I'-47's. The nipht
of 17 = 1B December Arawe was subjected to m number of enemy eir raids but
no details weore rejorted.

On 18 Decerbor Umtingalu, about & miles NE of Cape Merkus in
the Arawe area, was ocoupied by Allied ground forces. Durlng the morning
the Borgen Bay ares was aiimcked by 256 B-25's wiich dropped 26 tons of bonbs
with unreported rssults. At the seme time 2¢ P-24's, 33 B-25's and 12 B-28's
releasad 164 tcns of bombs on the rumway, dump and bivoupo nreas at Capa
Oloucester, destroying 1 grounded enemy plane and sterting o large fire.

The ssme day over Cape Racult 3 of 30 - 40 Jap [ighter planes were destroyed
by 16 P-38's. 1 of which was downed und another of wrlich was lost 1o a
collislon. Also 18 December P=-38's strafed a nurber of onemy barges at the
mouth of the Pulle River, ebeut 15 miles ME of Umtingalu, and 37 B-24's
attacked Cape lloskina, destroylng a grounded plane and leaviny the rumway
unservicesble after the relesse of 125 tons of borbs. Only slizht and
inacourate A/A fire was encoimtered.

Unea Islend was mleo raided on 18 Lecember by a B-24 which
dropped o ton of bombs and W. of “undua ancther E-2¢ sank a 2000 ton ememy AD.
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Slizht apd inacourste ./i fire from the AD was encountered. The following

noon Habaul was altocked by 18 B-24's oscorted by 50 [igltors. 1 /K or AP

exploded, 1 was left burning acd another left smoking. Uf 40 - 50 Jep fightors

wiick intercepted, 4 were destroyed. 1 of our plenos received minor dom o
and 2 others were downed. 2 rore were _n ccllision.

(L) New Ouinea

The nitht of 18 = 17 [ecember abuut 00 miles N. of Long Island
ap Allied FEY sank an eneny .5 by a dir.ct hit and near niss. Un 18 Decerber
Allied =round forces were engsjed in oleaning up enemy remnants 5. of the
Sanga River while other olemonts advanced K. along the coast. The same day
Jap Wivouss and dump aress at Laringail, about B miles ¥ of Lakona, wore
bombed and strafed by 33 A-Z0's which releansed rore than 11 tons of bombs
opusing exnloaions.

() M. B. 1.

The nishts of 17 = 18 December 3 RMAF I'DY's dropped more than
4 tons of b mbs and incendiarics on Lfwen lsland, starting w numbor of fires.
S1i+ht and inacourate A/A fire was encountersd. The same ni=ht Teberfane,
Arco Islondas, was reided by 2 otlor HALF FEY's. 3 tons of bimbs and incendieries
ware dro-med, exploding an mrumitlion dump end ceusinz fires in the wuterfront
area. edorately intonse, inaceurate ifA fire was enccuntered. The following
doy Koimona, Gesor, 5& Cormm, and a willege omn Trangon Island, Arce lslands,
were ralded by 3 B-Z4's on petrol. Yore thanm 2 tons of borbs wore relensed
on Ealnana, :,.l"& of a ton on Geser and noarly 3 tons on Trangan with unrepertod
results.
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1. Contyal looific Area
A« Oilbort and Marslioll Islands

| At moon 1J lecaiber a sinzle =2l droppod o ton of Lodbs on
cdll. Teathor curtailed otlior Losmbing raids.

II. Southmostern Mocific Area

| . ‘N 15 - 17 Decodhar aur arti®lom "Cartel Hle anae Se 0o mol
| +ina arca. Nur troops advanced 500 vards and found mamy doad Japs as o rosult
- also found thich lad only recently been
| evacunted. On 17 Docembor *aldai, erpusiai Island, S Shortland Iclonds ; Tas
.: raidod Yy 10 N=251g rhich droped 1) tons of bachs. U smnll firos reciliod.
- 1 =25 mdo o tator landing whiich killed 2 nen and I others toro saved, Tho
' sazo day I FiU's otrafed onomy positions on ilc % coast of Tim startin- fires
@ilo 6 D25 radded “otupenn, 5 ‘mpwoss Autasta Tay, with romoctod cmxmellent

roaults.

A force of 5 SID's sl 23 TN7Ms gitacied Tallalo at noon 17
Docouber, 3 encyy /A pocitions tm.e believed darasod and 2 “ircs started
in the carp arca. Mo rmay ic ungservicralle. 5 J-34's Lodlod and stanfod
enoryy poaitionn on I Choiscul the aftornoon of 17 Nocmdbor. The folloving
noon 3 Jap fifiters-atiaciod ono of our reconnaissance nlanes about 50 rdles

Ircland. Tho sano day a single D-2l borbed o posoible enemy DD ap raxti-ntely

130 =les [f of Massau Icland. o furthor dotails were reorted. in enay forco

of 1 torpedo bonbor and 15 enery fishtors ws intercepted L 15 F-L{'s over
tho 16 Decenber. The cnemy bombor and » 42 tars ‘merc dos-
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17 Dooxdor thore wure 03 Soupes fi htors. Ty vore on-nted by 30 = L0 enery
i.mnfﬂ.ﬂd:ﬁmhhqnd 2 I'L0'c voro loot. {ur troops in the lrume
arca wvure rosortod to have ogunded thedr pooltiona,

0. lewOuinea

Tho Sio and Harbariva areas, % miles 5% of 9io, mere Losbod amd
ptrefod 1 9 [-25's tho mominz of 17 Docedbor. A 3-2l lator bombod the same
aroa. 3 P=39%, later followoed Iy 6 I=39's, strafed the arec at liofss loint
and Tolamoa. O bervos wore dootrogod. Tho losawal arca ln the wmver Pam
Valloy ws strafed by 2 RALF fishitars. Oround troops in tho lluon jonins:da

anothor i

nl 'E. H. I.

~Meiln was roidod by 7 D=l0's on 17 Docguber. Fires rosulted.
2 A-29's barbod and strofod bulldinge at lanatutu (17 coast of Protacuose Timor)
and a Duteh =25 damacod an onceyr liphter in the Damar Inlands.

R« As Doona.
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Jo Naval Jotivities A
%Im 1943 Mo bs puced i any gensid i

1. Central Pnoific Area

(A) *arshall and Gilbert lslunds

The morning of 15 December Tarce, Kaloolop atoll, Karshull Islunds,
was wttacked by 21 U.5. irrmy 0-24's. Tho pleunce rolomsed 25 tons of tembs,
75% of which wore reported to huve scored hits on barracks ond dump mroms. 30
Jap fiskters, dropning aerial borbs, intercepted and of these 2 wore destroyed,
2 probably destroyed and 8 damaged. 1L U.S5. bumber woe downed and 10 were dema-ed.
2 of tho bombers landed at Betio lsland, Tarowa atoll, Gilbert lslands. The
same day ot sun-set Viotje atoll, lnrshall Islu:ds, wao atlacked by 10 U.5. drmy
D=24's. 17 Lons of bombs were roleased and lits in the building arem were
rcrorted. Thore was no onomy alr interoeption but 3 modium borbers and 26 fichtors
were obsorved on the ground. uJwor 141l tho plonmes observed 4 Jap DD's and 4 AR'y
end nureorcus scall oralt.

11. OSouthwostern Paclflic Aroa

(A} Solomon Islands

The afterncon of 10 Dececber in the NE Torckine area Jap moriar
and artillery flre incroased imn intensity cs U.5. Marinos continued their attuck.
k. of the lorokina Rivor an ostirsted Jap reinforced plutoon was contacted by
an Allled patrol. Freparatory to an otteck the enomy was sub eoted to artillery
fire vnd our {oroes then adbanced reportedly surrounding the Jops. The some
day in the Cape Voltke area smbush of a party of Jups was resorted and anoller
411ied patrol returning fromthe Numa Bume trail reported killins 10 Jupa.

(B) FWew Iroland
#t noon 15 Ueoerber Allled recomnaissance plunes obscrved 2 Ll's,
1 lurge and 1 small AK at Kavieng. The [ollowing aftormron 73 miles . by i.
of Kavieng a Jap ID and PO were obscrvoed K. bound.
(C) New Nritain )
In addition to Lhe previcusly roportod attack, C.pe Glouce:ter was
hit with 113 tons of Lonbs by 33 Y-24's on the aftorncen of 15 Decembor. o

results wore reccrted. l1hat night 5. of Cesrwta a Jup 4 enrinod flying boat
was 5 ot dowm by patrollin: IT's.
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in consclidating their positions on the rminland and un ihe fringing omall
isles. inrl.- the eftorncon unc evenlng over tho northern coast of ile island
from Corrodore Jay Lo Dorpun Ta: ond over the suutlwesisrn ccmst im thc Cape
2uschins nrea, & numbor of fligkts of enemy Lombers and [ishters tolallin~ wheut
85 wero lnicroepted by flizhts totailing &3 P-38's. [Destrcyed were 11 Jap
planes and probubly destr.yed were 2 more. uur losses wore nil. The same day
off Cepo lioskins 2 Y Deaufishiers destroyed 5 Jup burges while 2 A/AF L-20's

2 more cnemy bergos off Crpe lampler. Also Capo Gloucestar wus uttacked
by 38 7-24's on 10 Legember. 118 ions of bonbs wore drosped byt olouds obsource
tle ros.lts. .ith this aitack 325 tons have been dropred om Lhis ierot in 2 days -
more tion 1100 tens in about 3 weeks. 'ihe same daj Unca lslcnd was 1:t, with
unronorted results, with a ton of birbs from a 0-24 end 70 riles 4id of lorunseu
3 3000 ton AK - AM'ae, 1 /U and 3 J's were uijhted headed k..

(D) lLies Juinca

In tho Finschhafen irea 18 Docesber !llied ground forces were
encoged in cleaning up onomy remnakts o of nowly-wom Lekona. ko samo day off
Hermit Islend, sbout 160 miles L5 of Vewsk, 1 of 2 small /U's was sunk by &
direot Fit from en sttecking B-24, 1he plane cnmccunmterecd sliit and inmccurote
i/~ tire. Jlso 16 Decembor alon: the N. Iuon Peninsula 1I burgos, of dou tful

| usefulness, wor. sircfed by D-24's on patrol while 10 B-25's dropacd over 13 Lone
of borbs and sturted fires in the dumps end bivoumes of tho Lle cres. Tle sore
day 13 tons of b mbe weore dropped on Jap camps at Xolanoa by § B-2€"s. Josults
were cullod excollont. At moon 1G Decombur w large numbor of Jap bombers and
flpiters wero cbeerved taking off. ‘hat night off Lioan surfaoed Jap UL was
unsuccessfuily attacked by the II2Y.

&) K. E. 1.

tdditional detaila of the nreviously reported nisht rald om
| Soronp and :fren Island by 3 WAF 'BY's revealed ihat J diroct l ts sunk &
1000 ton Ak off Sorong while 4 of 8 Jap bormbers wore strafed st cfran lsland.
It is wleo rovoaled tiot the raids ccourred onm 14 Uecorbor instoad of 15 Lesermber.
The follewing night = 10 = 16 Decenber Dulikpapan, 0o meo, and
l'scassar, Colebes, worc uilacked by 11 D-24's. 4 tons of bombs wore released
over the .4l refinery installations et Balikpapan, where accurate A/A fire was
onoountered, and 6§ tons wore dropped on the Macassur weterfrent. Boceuse of
Lrd woather no observation of rosults was possible. The some night I'onfoel
eirdromo, &5 Duteh Timor, was roided by 3 D-Z5's which dropped nearly 4 tors
of borbe and inoendioriocs, starting o number of firea.
uff Lautem, NE Portusucso Timor, 8 AA'F Peaufli-htors scored 8
diroot hits ro a loadod Jap burge aod K, dostroying bLoih, cn 16 Lecerber.
Iho slanes also destroyed 1 and damaced cnotho ' of 3 imteroeptint Jup fisktors.

A« fis Boones
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I. Centrnl Pocifio Arca

A« lorohall Iolonds

Miotocrapho talon tho morndng of iy Juconber roveal a new air
otrip, obout 1 mile long and partially swlaced, undor construction on tho
O contral nortion of rmjoloin Island.

Iator dotails roveal that the oreviously roported 1 Decaobor
elr attacl: on Tarea, inloolap atoll was carried out by 17 U.S. Army D-2h'o.
Tho morning of 15 Decembar 'otje atoll was attacid by O U.5. Arsy D-2l's
wilcli roleasod 15 tons of boobs. ISxplosions and fires resultod. Thore vas
no alr interception and no onoryy plancs wore Socan.

II. OCoutimmstorn Focifle Arca
L« Solooon Islands

Tho nizht of 1L - 15 Decesber an wnreportod mmber of P-70's
bocbed the Jaba Niver oouth, the Dulia - Dondis area and Fniel with unroported
rostlta. 1 plano is oissing. The follewlns norninz Schana Island, 8§ of the
‘' entrance to Dukn Pascage, twas attacked by 21 D-2li's which drogped 63 tons
of bacha, probahly damazing U Jap guns and possilly damasing anothor. About
tho some time tho !! Donds aroa and Fahdli vero each raided by sinzlo P-2l'a
with unreported results and a 1ittle lator 23 D-24's escortod by 16 fichters
droppod noarly 30 tems of bombs on Duka startins a mumbor of fires. On the
return f1i-ht tho {fichtor escort ptrafod Tonokau and Diota.

lator tho some morminc G5 SID's and 21 TTF's boobed and strafed
tho Dulm - Donis arca damaring a muobor of A/A positions and Duildings. 53
fichtors which escorted the planes strafed Tonokau and Rista on the roturn
flipht. At noon 15 Decembor 16 TOF's supporting Allied pround forces in the
area Lorbed and otrafed Jap positions !X of Capo Torcldna. Do results vaore
obscrvod. Tho plancs also destroyod somo bulldings at Volaris, Dpross

Auwmunta Day.

Tho samo day at 7 Runad, about & wiles IT of Aitars, SV
Noacainville, a planizod bridgo wme destroyed Ly J P<i0's vhile 3 miles S of
ota airficld nmothor bridpe was hit by a patrol plano.

I Tho sano day, with tho arrival of tle 11th ‘cholon, Allied

forcos landod at Toroking sinco 1 lovembor totalod 52,000 and unloaded earzo
totaled 60,200 tons. On Troasury Island a total of 10,400 men and 16,300 tons
of carpo have beon landod with tho arcivel of the 10th 'icholon.

The night of 15 - 16 Docomber nravin, T of Capo Toroidina, vas
bombardod with rortar fire by PT''s and Noporang Island was lLoobed by an un—
roportod nurbor of P-T0's. llo reosults woro roportod.

Very oarly the follevdng morning about 20 miles/of Cholsoul
Inland an unidentified wospol tmo Lasbod by an Allied patrol plamo. o results
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woro roorted. lator tho sorning of 16 Decanbor !'mvarnin, “alatom and “ama-
romi, 5 of "mprecs ususta Tay, were bovbed and strafed with wnobuorved re-
oulte Ly L4 I'Mia.

oo tho samo worndn: tho 11 Nonds arca was hioavily borbod by
1 r=2h's. At tho samo tiue Sohanu Ioland omd Donis vere cach effoctively
raddod by single, difforant of 3 D-2i's. lLatur the forenoon 16 Decou-
bor Poporang tao baubod by 2 'a Widch cbserved somo gmall fires, while at
thc snoe tino Canlmu Island, 'atchin Doy, wms atticled by 5 1=25's ocecortod
B 3 Motors. A fuel dop wos roportod hit. Onlyr meagre A/ fire ims on~
ocountorod. The saoo day Soliana Inland and Tonds wore wlso attaclod by 60
C'o aml 23 TIF's cocortod by 3L fishtors. Sovoral Jap mun positions vore
doetroyod or domaged. A/) firo oncountorod vas noagre. On the retwrn f1i-it
Tunel:u, Kieta, “onoitu and :nripn wore strafed Ly the fi-htor cscort. L mon
wore reocusd from 3 TIF's videh landod on tho mater. There is same bLelief
thot © Dowadnville is being ovacuated by the Jpe.

D. Oreon (Tissan) Island

Tae aftornoon of 15 Decesber !Mssan Island vas ralded ly o
Muadnleannl patrol »nlane widch bombod some warshouscs. lo enomy astivity vas

C. Oroemich (Kapingararangi) Tsland

sbout 20 mllos 8 of Jreamrich Island o dorolict baro was pro-
belly sm's by & Juadaleanal patrol pland on 15 Decombar.

D. llow Ireland

On 13 Degembor 7 MMAF Noaufifiters strafod the rovetnonts,
s and un positions ot Dorpop edirficld with uwnroported results. TFren
nlanes oncountorod slight and inaccurato A/L fire. The saw
1flan IR of Mavions a Jop barge vas bombed and strafed by o
Jundnleanal patrol plano but no rasults wore roportod.

According to a bolatod royort, Sasmmta vas atloeliod 1 Decon-
Lor by 11 D-2%'s in adiition to thoso proviously roported. 'oro than 10 tons

fully launched a lator during tho dog, at Arowe, about 90

:Elu:ntmnmn miloo 38U of Cape Oloucenter. m-' tdon

wwmtﬂm-mwu.a. IiD's and cordal by
'g, little op osition was oncountorod and no gurfaco vossols or alroraft
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to tho landing Amalut Flantatlon tas attaclked by 0 1-25's
and strafod tho aroa with unroported results.
tino 's boubed and strofed a village !4 of the shoro
corgoney adr strip just 1IN of the plantation. During tho day the Allied
boachlisad and sldpping in irmme harbor wero atiacked by about 30 - 10 enocy
Losers. o domaso resulted and 2 of tho Jap planco more demed 1y the cround
sare duy Capo (loucostor mms attacked by 23 D-2li's vhish uro-red
93 tono of bonbe on the mzmmummwmmwnumﬂnms

bits on the AK=-\P''s, lcaving both afiro. A/A fire of all Calibres vas on-
countored from the vosools and shore. [ littlo loter ot Tlla do Iinuiea,

about 17 rdles 7 of 4114, O RAAF Deaufl fitois dostroyod a smull AN and damased
otoros ond varchouscs. The planos also strafed a larse Jap carp, at tamboon,

wer 2dteh Tinor.

Leopanz and the adjacent airfield at l'emfoel, S5 Dutch Timor,
wore attacied 15 Deceoober by I POI's which droppod moro than & tons of bowbe
and incendiarics. Firos wore otarted in the aroa. S5light but inaccurate 1/2
fire s oncountorod. The sano doy the torm of Soromp, the alrficld at Efimn
Ioland and ship iny in ‘lecluer (ulf woro boobed and otrafed by-3 RAAF I'DY'a,
At Sorong fires rore ctarted and at Tifonn Island fires were started anong
rroundod aireraft, !sderately intenso Lut inacournte A/: fire tas -et Ly
thooe planes.

e A« oONA.
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Sursary as o . 10 Locorbor 1443 44 general file,

I. Central Paolflis Arca

l (#) Yarshell islands

At noon 13 Uecember (prosumably .. longitude ti e) ilotje was
atiscked by 10 U.t. Army B-24's which dropped 15 tons of borbs, stariing
geveral fires; In the harbor 4 ships and on the ground 2 Jap plancs rere

! gbserved. There was nc enemy air interception but 1 of our planes wes reportod
darazed, -resumably b; AJA fire. The following day, sccording to a statomont
by tdrdral Nipity Tarosm, ¥aloelap atoll, wes attecked by an unstuted mumber of
UsSe hrmy D-24"'s. Fires were started in iLle Lanpar area. 16 Jup firhters
interoc~tod und of these 1 was downed, 4 were probobly downed cnd E were
darased. 3 of our planes wore slishtly damuged.

| (r) cilbert Islands

The night of 13 and 14 Decerber (presumably /. longitude time)

! Kakin was reided by sixut 2 Jap bunbers. 4 of our perscmnel were wounded. The
next nizht Yakin was azain raided by on unctated gumber of Jap planes Lut
no damare resulted, Om 16 Decembor it was announced that Hawkins Flold, Batlo
Iglend, Terewe atoll, will be ready for use by bumbors on 21 Uecermber while
Mullinix Fiold, Puota Islend, Tarews atoll, will be resdy for fighter use by
18 Deoerber ond bombor use by 25 Lecember. At Apamama O'l'are Field kos been
oloared t. 0CGO' ond paved for «LUO' by 1E0°.

II. oulawestern Paollic Area

(7) Soloron Ielands

The nizht of 13 = 14 Decocber Falsi was borbed by sn unstated
nusbor of P=70's with wnobservod rosulte. The suoe night in Torau Day, L3
Touzainville, 2 beached Jup berges were str.fed and wrecked by M'a. Tra
followin: rornins the luma Numa and AriZua erecs were aitncked by € N-20's
whioh roleased § icns of bumbe and strafed the aren. 28 bulldin-e wero destrujed
or dureged. Only m/g fire wes encountered. The seme morning in the ME
Torokina erea 16 TBr's, supporting ground forees, bombed Jap posltions with
unohserved results. A little leter Lokona Islend, just U. of the W. entrance
to Buka Psseage, wns attncked by 18 D-24's excorted Ly 4 P-58's while !‘onob, .
of Bonis, wos bombed by 18 H-26's escorted by 8 fighters. ore tian 15 tcns
of bembs destroyed 6 hulldinss at Manob and more tlan 66 tens kit Shhona,
starting o fire and causing many oxplosioms.

hlso the foremoon of 14 Lecembor the Chabal croa =es attacked by
El 8"D's and 23 TUF's oscorted by 38 fighters. Many hlte wore roverted in Jap
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/ Afis positions st Reteos. un the return flight Nume Buma ras strefod and
Iires started thore by the fizhtor csecrt. That night off W' Dougainville
a PT was bombed and strafed by Jap floatplanes but no casunlties resulted.

(B) New lreland

The nizht of 13 = 14 Decermber a PUY in a glide altack relensed
2 1000 1b. bomba to score 2 rits oo a Jup CA stat.onary in Steffen Strait,
< of Kavieng. From the vessel and shore butteries intense mnd mocurate i/A
flro was encountered. Eatent of derare to the CA was not reported.

(C) New Britain

1n addition to the previcusly reported 13 = 14 Dessmber nipht
attack on Lakunal oirfield by 8 AAAF Besuforts, it is revealed thu: the sace
target vas atimcked by 19 other RAMF Deauforts which dropped -wre than 18 toms
of bombs. Large fires rosulied. The planes encountored slight to muderately
intense i/A fire. 7The following day, from morning until early aftorncen, the
Arewe area wie altacked by 7O B-24's, 00 B-26's, and 60 A-20's which, escorted
Ly an nroswrtod number of fighters, flew ovor the Jap insiallotions in &
flirhts dro-ping, & total of 36U tons of borbs and exponding 174,000 roundas
instrefing. Mony fires were sterted, enemy ~un positions were silonced and a
numbor of bulldincs werc deslroyed. 5o alr interocoption was rosorted and all
our plancs roturned safely.

Lleo on 14 Decomber Goemate wao altackod by 26 (1-26's ond P B=-28's,
tore then 42 tons of Licbs wero released over the airfleld whore hits cvn the
rumway onc o number of {ires were observed. Lcodorstiely intense but inaccurcte
A/A fire was onocufitored. 1ho sars dmy the inwek iiver nrom, Mundua Islend
and inea lalend wore oach ralded by sinsle B-24's. A ton ol bimba wes dropped
on each targot with umreported rosuvlite. That nl~kt abiut 10 miles off the
Few Nritaln occast in _i. Osorge Channmel. & Jep 55 was probobly dameged by an
Allied patrol plane.

(D) New Guinea

It is reported that botween 30 Kovember mnd 11 lecembor 343
Jap dead huve boen counted in the Ruon roninsula mrea ithus bringsing to 2356
iko number of enemy dead ovunted sinoe Allled foroos leded at Lthe mouth of tho
Long flvor on 22 Soptomber.

The nizht of 13 - 14 December off tooke Islond m Jap burpe was sunk
by PT's. Thko same ni-ht Goodenvurh snd Kiriwina Islands and the Finschhaflen
beach urea were each ineffectively bembed by sinsle Jap planes. The plane that
raidod Goodenouch Island rumwoy had foliowod !AAF Beauforts baock from the
a1 teok on Lakunal eirfield, badly dama-inrs 1 cf the borbers. On 14 Decerber
there wos a lull m sround foree cotivity in the Reru Velley while in the
Finschho{en area Allied troops remched a polnt just 5. of Lakona. %The same
day Fe« of Saidor Jap dump aroas and boached berpea were strafed by & P-39's
with unobsorved results wiile in Hunse llay on enemy barge wao strafod ecd
depaced by o B-24.
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Ja se Hoval Aotivities
Sumeary a8 ol UBLU, 15 Decembor 1943

T. Central i'scific Area
{(A) ¥arshall and Gilbcrt Islands

The night of 11 ond 12 Decewber both U.iL. airfields - Betlo and
Buota islands - at Tarewa aloll wore subjected to nuisance raids by about
6 Jup planes each of witoh dropped 1 500 1b. boumb. Ko daxase wes done and
no enamy planes were downed,

1I. South.estern fmeifls frea

{A) Solomon Islands

yn 12 Deorrber in the ME Torokina aroa 2 Japs were killed and
7 UsS. Varines wounded .. vinor patrol olsshes. uther U.S. patrols contacted
enamies along the coast to the K. and along the trail to Numa Fum. It ls
reported that natives responsible for the sapture of Allled personnel on
Bougainville in Juns have besen shot. It iu further reported that 60 dead Japs
wore ocounted at Tarlena ond G0 at Portom after recont Allied borblngs. It
is also reported that 2 dead Amoricans, thoir hands tied behind their backa,
have been found on M/ Choissul Island.

The might of 12 = 13 Decomber off Sorum, H. Bougainwille E. cf
Buka Passape, & barge full of Japs was sunk by a P-T0 while another P=70 bombed
Kata and #lano "ission, just V.. of Eara, with unocbserved resulia. Ike [olloe.ng
day Hues Numa ond frekswaus, on Horovans Bey N of Kieta, were strafed by
Allied fighers. Some buildings were dumnged and 1 Jap was killed.

At noon 13 lecember 45 LAD's ano 28 (H5F's oscorted by 47 firhters
atiascked Yatokin Bay. 36 |its were scored cn enemy positions and the area
was alsoc heavily strafed. Un the return [light Tenskeu, Kieta, Monoitu and
Fosigetia wore strafed by the fighter escorts wiich sot a mumber of bulldinre
eblase. GShortly thersafésr Forton Plantation, just 8. of Chabal, was attacked
by 17 B-26's escorted by an unstated mumber of fighters. Supply and sseunition
dumps and bivousc nreas wore bombed. 1 A/A position and 8 bulldinge were
desiroyed and & number of fires started. The fishters strafed Teneksu on the
retomn f1ight.

Later 13 December a Jap concentration at Fuma Numa was bombed wnd
strated Ly 6 unesoorted B-26's. 14 bulldinss were destroyed and several
firos startod. At the same time 24 N-24's escorted by 4 fizhters dropped 72
icns of borbs on tho Donls aroa with ;ood resulta. Uhkol evening Jup positiona
in tho WE Torokina area .ere attacked by 4 YBP's bul no rosults were re-crted.

i Over Sousainville thore was mo Jap air imtoroo stlon and no

Allied losses. [Lotographs the samo showed Mukn, Ponis, Kura,and Kahili
rursrays unserviceable. Ballale was ly mervicoable.
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(B) Mew Iroland

Beforo damwm 13 Decembor off C-pe Maragu, s comst cl Eew Iroland,
o 4000 ton Jap AK in oonvoy was burbed cod sunk by e patrolling FAT and loter
the samo day TO riles N. of New [lancver ancthor Allled patrol plane probably
sank a Jap fuel barge.

(C) New Britain

lns Ring and Lindenhafen Plantatlons, just ii. of Gasmata, -are
attacked by 60 B-24's and 48 B-26's escorted by an unsteled number of P-38"a
on 13 December. 248 tons of bombs were released, destroying £ supply dumps,
causing o mmber of explosions and starting large fires. 47,000 rounds were
also sxponded in strufing ihe target. unly slight an insccurale A/A fire was
enovuntered. 7 Jap fighters intorce;ted and 2 were shot dowm by our figiter
osoort. 1he smwne day st Cape lioakins 3 Jap barges wore strafed and dameged
by RAAF Besufighters while at llenry Heid Bay 2 low-flying A-20's dropped nearly
a ton of 100 1b. bombs on the snemy ospp area with uncbeerved rosultas.

Also 13 December Jasmata was raided by a single B-I4 which dropped
4 100 1b. bombs with uncbaerved results. The plane encountered moderately
intense A/A fire. The same day Runglo, E. of Cape Busching, was strafed by
a B~25 snd Cape Oloucesier and Lapcon Folnt were emch hit with a ton of bombs
from sinrle patrolling B-24's, Ho results were recorted. That night Lakunai
airfield, Rabaul, was attacked by 8 AAAF Beauforte each of wilch released 1
2000 1b. bomb over the dispersal area, starting a number of fires. A/A fire
encovntered was slirgkt and inmcocurate.

(D) Hew Ouinea

In the wieinity of Reiss .'oint J large Jap barges were sunk by
FT's tho night of 12 - 13 Decamber. The same nizht in the Samu Valley an
attack on Allied cutposts by about 6.0 Japs was ropulsod and an estimated 100
of tho enemy killed. The following day Allied artillery shelled Jap positions
at lakona as the cround forces udvanced up the cosst. At ‘arec other units
were ropping up the area, Also on 13 Lecerbor Jap camps in the Bogadjim sroa
wora strafed with uncbserved results by 7 P=47's and the Popadjim = Yaula road
was bombed and strufed by 34 A-20's which hit bivouao and dump areas with
pearly 16 tuns of bozbs. Ho results were reported. The same day between
Fortification Point and Saldor 10 Jap barges and a bridge were destroyed or
badly damaged by 4 P-39's which strafed the targets.

(8) M. E. I.

The nisht of 12 - 13 December Koepang, 5 Dutch Timor, was twioe
uttasked by illied planes. Pirst the weterfront and towm were hit with more
than 3 tons of bombs end incondimries from & U.5. FBY's. G fires were atarted.
A/A fire was not mcourate an 2 Jap nizht fishters were unsucoessful in
sttempt st ioterception. Following this attack 4 Dutch B-25's an
unreported ousber of bombs and incendiaries on Lhe same target, A firo was
also encountered by tiese planss but thore was no enemy alr lnterceptiom.

The same might Bubo, on MeCluor Gulf, Eaimans end villages in the Kal Islends
wore attacked by 4 RA F PAY's. Nearly § tons of bombe and incendiaries were
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drooped ord o pumber of fires were ro,orted. AfA fire frem all the terpets
was ‘nsocurrte ond slizhkt. GSome onemy nizht f£i:lters rade ineffective
attempts st intoroeption.
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1. Central Pacific Area

{A) Marsholl Islonds

in 12 December Smidj, Jaluit atoll, S. Larshall Islands, was
uitacked by 31 F-24's wiioh released 47 tons of bembs throush eloudy skies.
Yo results were cbserved. 1 of the plenes, from 200' altitude, droppod a
ton ond & half of boembs on 1 of the 3 AK'e in the harbor but no results were
observed, Ko onemy planes were seen but moderately intense A/L fire coused
scme gli-ht domege to our plenes. There wore no casualties.

11. Southwestern Pacifiec firea

(A) Sclomon Islands

The night of 10 - 11 Decomber the Joba liver cnd Mowareks srecs
were bombarded by a U.S5. DD. The following day N Cholseul was raided with
unreported rosulis Ly a single Allled plone und that nipht off Torckine a
1€l was damaged by £ noar mlsees {rom a Jap borber wiich wos downed by the
atiockin: vecsel. The sume nizht & wrooked 150" schroner was driven inte
Queen Carola llarbor, W. Puke, by patrelling IT's. Also the might of 11 - 12
Ugcormber Faiel wes bombed end straled by 2 P-TU's and Hahili was rolded by 1
P=T0. At Hahili fires wore started.

Later reports indicate that Jekohina wes the 11 Decerber tercet
for Allied SAD's end TEF's which were ureviously reported to have attecked
either Jakchina or Torckiha. The rornoins of 12 December 4 P=40's strufed
Tonolel Harbor with unobserved results. 1 of tho plones was dameged by Jap
A/A fire und forced to lend in the wuter. The pilot was roscued. Later Aropa
Plantation, just 5. of the Kieta airfleld, was bombed anc strufed by 6§ B=25's.
Fhotographs revealed the destruotiom of I buildinzs end deraze to 2 others.
ibort the same time Poperang was bombed with unobserved results by a sinzle
B-24 which also photographed the area. Shortly thorealter 46 50D's and
27 TOF's escorted Ly 48 fighters, attacked the Matchin Bry ares. GOun positions
and buildings were wrocked and a numbor of fires wore starled, un the return
flight 8 of the escorts strofed Kleta Ierbor, starting some fires.

Later the forencon of 12 Decerber 8 B-25's cscorted by 16 fiplters
attacked Bonls with upcbserved results. On the return flizht the iz ter
escort strafed Tenekau Plantation, ebeut 6 miles 5% of ¥ume Fuma ond Ja-
positions §. of Kieta airfisld. #bout the same time 9 "-25's bombod Kiots
Iarber and 1 Lombed Kahill. At Kieta 2 buildings were demolished and e larpe
fire sterted but no results were renorted over Keohili. Also on 12 Decorbar
about 4 miles S. of Lulual soint, SE Bougaimville, 3 5. bound armored Jup
barges were atiacked by putrolling PT'e. 1 enemy oraft was sunk, 1 was beached
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and the Lhird wne still aflcet when the PI's ammunition was expended. Intunse
Pire Fit the IT'e but no demupe or cesualties resulted. The sare dny Kieta
wns also bombed by 20 S0D's and 16 TBE's esoroted by 24 fighters. J number
of fires were sterted., Shortly :fter noonl2 Decerbor HKahill and Poporang
=ore cach bombed by 12 B-24's in 2 different flizhts tut no results were
chsorved. From Kehili A/a fire was meagre and from Poporung there was cone.
Algo the efternocn of 12 December Dio Dio at the rmouth of the Robikel Alver,
3. Beupminville, was bombed with unobserved results by 5 4AD's and 3 TBF's while
2 Mg bombed Klote where several buildings were wrecked and 1 of our plunes
duraged by mearre Afa fire. Tho eame ufterncon st the mouth of thre Ealeta Hivar,
slhertlend Islanc, 2 P4U's setrafed some enemy hits and possibly killed several
of G = 7 Japs onoccuntered.

Thet night at Atslnima Bay 2 Jap berjes endesvoring to leave
the wrec vere foroed baok by patrollimz PT's and off Totavi, L. of Motupena,
encther I7T patrol was ineffeoctively strofed for €0 minutes by a Jnp floatolane.

(B) Nissen Islend

Uver Missan Island 12 December 2 FV's dropped pamphlets to the
nativog.

{(C) Yew lreland

Ile morn.ng of 12 December W. of Borpop larbor a Ouadeloanal
peirel plene probobly downed 1 of 4 intereepting Joap fighters.

{D) New Britain

Hempered by unfavoerable weathor conditions, 37 R F P-40's
dropped more then 8 tuns of bombs on the airfiold and dump areas at Joomotao
oo 12 Decomber. A number of fires were started and Jup run positions were
strafod. A,.-"J-. fire of all calibres was encountered. The sare doy willages
olong the coast of Henry feid Jay were strafed with inobserved results by &
AMAF Pesufighters while the NE coast of Borgen Bay wos raided by a sinsle
B-25 which dropred 4 a ton of bombs with unobserved results. Alsc on 12
hecembor Cape Gloucester wos hit with a ton of bembs frem ¢ B-E4 on reconnalssance.
o rasults wore observed.

(E) MNew Guinea

The nizht of 11 Lecember N. of wakd Day 3 Jap barges were sunk by
patrelling T's. Before dawn the followinpg morning Dumpu was ineffectively
roided b o sinsle Jep nlone while Cusep was otiocked by 9 enemy Lburbers and
16 fichters. dome damagze was dune to fuel dumps. B intercepting P=-£40's dovmned
2 Jup berbors and 1 fighter and probably dovmed ancother fizhter over Gusap.

12 Tecomber Alliod pround forces advanced to s point 1200 yurds
46 of Lakone while inland other units capbured a heavily defended roadblock
IL of .areo. 1n the ilamu Valley Allied and Jap patrols and ertillery wore
activo,

Alsc 12 December Numbariwa was raolded by a sinzle =24 on patrol.
Explosions wnd & large fire followed the relecse of & ton of bomba. lhe sa %
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day on the Dozadjinm fHoad e bridze was divo-bombod and darmaged by 12 [=40's
wlile at Tisa Village, chbout 17 miles &. of Dossdfiim, Jap -un positlons were
atizoked by 17 more P-40's which dropred mearly 6 tons of bombs.

(F) L. E. 1.
Over K. E. I. 12 December 3 D-24's on patrol bombed Jup berrccks
at boeln, Ceram; the town of Kokus, on Lekar Moy in lMoCluer Oulf and willuros

on Jamdena and Larat Islands in Lho Tenimbars. A total of 6 3/4 tons of bormbs
wore dropped over all tarpots but no results wore revortied.

111, U« 5. Submarine e 8

A Usbs 55 returning from its Cirst patrel reports sinking 25,015
tons and dameging 6,640 in the Soutlwestern Pacific while unother fS reports
sinking 14,000 tons and probably sinking 6,400 tons in the same area.
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Ja Eaval Activities ol be pleved in any general file,
Surmary as 5 UEOU, 1t Decembor 1943.
I. Central Pacifis Area
{A) 0Oilbert ond Marshall Islands

The attack on ¥11i, Marshall Islands, by 19 B-24's previously
reported as havins coourred on 9 December is now revealed to have ocourred
at midday 10 Dogorber (0300Z). lhe same day at Kakin the rumway was completed
to 4000 by 150" and at letio, Taruwa, the rumway was surfaced lor TGO by
160" of tle 4760 by 350 dimensions of the Jep field was was already there.
At Buote, Tarswa, the landing strip was cleared for G300'.

11. Southwestern Paciflc Area
{A) Holomon Islands

The night of 9 Decerber Buka and Bonis were bombed and strafed
by 2 '~70's. At Bonis a fire was sturted in a supply dump. The following
day the 10th echelon unloaded at Torokina and theo Jth at Ireasury ‘sland.

That night Jop bivouscs in the Jaba liver sres'and Faisi were borbed end strafed
by sn unreported number of P-70's. At faisi a tremendous explosion and fire
led io the belisf thot a fuel dump hed been hit. The same night at Bonis enemy
. planes were revorted lending.

The morninz of 11 December Aripus Plantation, SE of lume luma,
was borbed and strafed Ly an unreported number of B-26's which derxtrnyed several
bulldings. Aboit the same tice 16 more B-26's, in 2 unescorted waves, altacked
Kahili. Snoke and dust obeoured the mrea eiter the attack. Voderstely intense
A/h fire ret the rirst wave but thet encuvuntored by the secind was intense and
2 berbers wero deraged. Sarly the afternven of the same day Jakohina or
Torokinn (dispatehes are confl cting) was wttacked by 54 SED's end 268 TAF's
escorted by 14 figiters. 3 A/A cuns, 3 bulldings and 1 pler were destroyed.

3 of cur plares wore damazed by A/A fire. If Torokina was the target, it was
srobably the area in the scutheastern portion of Umpross Augusta Bey.

later the ufternvon of 11 December Tomolel was bombed by B P=33's
which reported several fires. Abcut tho seme time Teirogel willage, con
intolin Bay SE of Sonis ond N7 of Tarlcna, was bombed with unr.ported results
by 156 B-24's wldile § more hit wharves in the seme area. Alsc on 11 Lecember
all Dougeinville airfidlds were re orted unscrviceable.

(D) New Britain
The night of 10 December about 30 miles 5. of Gasmata a Jap
36 was probably sunk by o RAAF Besufort wiich released 6 bombs. The following

day Dorgen Day was attecked by 27 0D-26's escorted by an unrenorted murber of
fighters. Jap positions, villeyes and trails wers hit with more than 25 tons
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of hombs. Lo resulta were observed. The wome day o eingle B-25 bombod nnd
strafed lloin Pay with unreported results.

(L) New Cuinca

On 10 Decomber 7 B-28's dropped § tons of burbs on tlhe Depudiinm -
Yeuls rood ond the P-40's dropped 2 Lumbs cn m village. MNo rosults were
reporteds That night off Blucher lolmt PT's sank 2 und dumaged 3 cmpty
K. bound Jap barges. The following day over the iemu Valley 35 Jap fighters
were engaged by 8 P=¢0's. 1 Jap plons was duomogod anc 1 =40 was lost, The
same day off Lepsius foint 2 Jup barges and u lounch were destroyed Ly 5 P-3u%s.
Also on 11 Uegember Fortifiocmtion ioint was mitiecked by 2 risslons - 1 of
8 B-26's and 1 of B 3-26's. The B=26's dropped 9 tons of bonbs on the borge
denot in the area with unsctisfmotory results while the B-268's Lit tho Jap
bivounc area with more than 10 tons of bombs. Hesults were tormed excellent.
The ceme day E. of Bonga Allled pround foroes pushed M. to the 5. bank of the
Sowi Aiver killing 75 Japs in an nssault on enemy positions.

() M. E. I

At Ballkpapan, Bormeo, and incesssr, Celebes, wore Lombed by
§ 5-24's on 11 Decerber. 3 of the planes dropped 4. tons of bombs om the oil
refinery at Jalikpapan, causing explosions and a musber of fires. A/A fire
wae enccuntered. B of tho plenes dropped 7. tons of bombs st lacassar starting
6 firos along the waterfront. uUnly slizht A/A fire wos encountered.
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Japanese Haval Activities
Surmaly 38 6T 0LOV, 17 Tecarber 1943,

1. Central Pacific
{(A) Gilbert and Varghall Islands

The morning of & December Betio, Taraws atoll, Gilbert Islands,
was raided by 2 Jap planes which droppod 8 hombs, damaging a fighter plane and a

landing craft.
The previously rcported 7 DNecember attack on Maloelap by 7 B-2L's
noa appears to have taken place the morning of 8 December,

11, Southwestern Pacific Area

(A) Sclomon Islands

The Allied airfield at Torokina, Rougainville, became operative
on 9 Necember, The same day in the NE. Toroldna sector an Allied patrol killed
12 of 25 Japs encountered. Allied loss was 1. Later in the same sector Japs,
estimated at 1 reinforced company, made an attack which resulted in LB Allied cas-
ualties—=12 killed and 36 wounded, The enemy's losses were not revealed, The
following day air activity in the Sclomons was considerably handicapped by bad
weather., However, mear Rigu “isslon, in the Kleta area, a near miss on a bridge
was scored hy a TBF and Kahili wns attacked hy 10 B-25's which bombed amd strafed
sup;ly dumps 5, of the airfield. Fore Lhan § tons of bomba fell tut no results
were reported, About the same time Tonolel was raided hy £ P=39's which strafed
li Jap barges in thc harbor and drop;ed nearly 2 tons of bombs on A/A positions
and supply dumps in the area, Pires were reported, Also 10 lecember Aripua,
buma huma, was atiacked by 6 PV's shich seriously damaged 10-12 =marehouses. The
alternoon of 11 Tecember about 60 miles 53, of Mmpress Augusta Bay a fuadalcanal
patrol plane possibly sank an 35.

(B) MNew Ireland

The morning of 11 Decomber about 80 miles 7. of Cape Patanalom,
Kew Hnnover, a B-2l si:hted a Ni. bound Jap convey consisting of 2 A¥'s and a 1D,
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® SEERE, 2
Japanese Naval Activities (Cont'd,
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Southwestern Pacific Area (Contid,)

(C) MNew Britain

On 10 Decsnber villages in Henry Reld Bay, Wide Bay, were
strafed with uncbeerved rosults by 2 RAAF A=20's and Unea Island was hit eith a
ton of torbs from a P-2L. No results were observed, The same day Cape Oloucester
dump areas were raided hy a P-2L which released a ton of bombs with wnreported
results. That afternoon Cape Gloucester was attacked hy 13 B-2L's escorted by an
unreported nurber of P-36's, 52 tons of bombs were released over Jap gun positions
but no results were reported,

(D) New Guinea

The night of $-10 December in Vitiaz Strait 10 Jap barges, all
believed emply, were destroyed hy PT's. The folloming morning N%. of Dumpu 10
Jep planes dropped L-5 bombs on Allied positlons csusing some casual-ies snd some
damage. About the saze time the Bogadjim-Ysula road was attacked by 3L B-25's
escorted by an unreported mumber of P-LC's, Fore than Ll tons of bombs were
dropped on bridges along the way and on cnomy dumps and camps & miles SSE of
Daumoina, Hits were reported on 2 bridges and in 1 village a largo explosion
was réported. Later in the day aeri+l reconnalssance over the area reported the
road clear, bridges intact and damagc repaired,

Also the morning of 10 December over Yadang 3 of 15 fighters en~
countered ty 8 P-LO's were destroyed. 1 I'-L0 crash-landed but the pilot was
rescued, The sace morning Sio was strafed by L P-35is with u ted results,
That af ternoon the Jap barge base at Nambariwa was attacked by ;E B-2li's sscorted
by an unreporte’ mumber of PM-30's. These planes had set out for Cape Gloucester
but falled to [ind the target because of bad weather. At least 1 fire was cbasrved
but no ather details were reported follosing release of L2 tons of bombs., The
secie day in Lhe Wareo area Allied ground forces captured Busuluo, #. of Tareo.

A recently evacuated enemy hospitnl wes found there. Along the Masaweng River
the troops were supported by § A-20's which bombed and strafed the area wi'h un-
reported results, Mearly L tons of bombs werw released. Also 10 Necember in the
Kesasral area of the lipper Ramu Valley increased patrol activity was reported,

(E) MN.E.L,

Over N.E.I. 10 December Allled air activity consisted only of
reconnaissance,
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A 1'.5. 59 returning fron patrol ﬂpﬂrﬁ sinking 22,820 tons of enemy shipping
and damaring L3,8L1 tons.
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F J_l%“ vaval Activities Eg be placed in any penaral file.

I. Central Pacific Area

On 7 Docembor 7 B-2l's droppod 10 tons of bormbe on !aloelap.
1 of O eney fighters attempting intercoption was shot down but ve lost mo
planes ingle D-2L the samo day. That night Tarova was at—
taoked bty L Jap plancs but all bombs fell in the water.

19 B-2li's droppod 20 toms of bomba on 111, the afternocon of
9 Decesbor but rosults verc unobserved. Of 15 - 25 Jap firhtors thich inter-
ceptod L toro destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 1 damaped. E:nl:ursplnnm
dropsed 6 aorial bombe. Enemy A/A fire vas inaccurate and light. 5 of our

:
:

A. Solomon Islands

Eleta vas strafed by Allied fightor planes on 9 Nececber. Jther
gir activity vas curtailed because of btad weather.

B. lew Ireland

An Alliod plane attacized a 5 ship enemy convoy on 9 Decorbor.
Tho convoy was 90 miles ST of Favieng hoaded for Pabaul. The larpost vessel
vms attacked but the bombe mispod tho targot. A socond plane sizhitod an
08,000-ton Jap AX near Dyaul Island (S of Kavieng). 2 1,000 pound and 1 500
hit tho vessol widch sank in 5 minuton, Tho bow of the weasal
when the pllet rcturned to strafe tho target.

g
§5%

The arca on the Il cocst of I'ew Britain from Dors
Doy was heavily bosbod and strafed Ly 50 B-25's covered by P47
of { Lombs wore dropned on tha tarco
gosiotod in strafing. 1 large axgplosion rosulted. The samo day a | droined

&

£

D. low Guinca '
Mican I'arbor (50 niles IMY of Yadang) vas attacked by 0 I'L0's
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HMAVY DEPART:RNT
office of the Chief of Nawal Operations

wsimoeTo . It Is requested that this documant be
i burned as soon as it has served its
. purposs and that in the meantime i

i not ba placed in any general Jile.

1. Central Pacific Area ! ‘i
A. Gilbort and rarshall Tslands

A PV strafod " Marshall Islands, on ( Decembor but no re-
sulta vers roported. Only :ﬂ‘.nﬂmmmm;!

g
E
e

D- llaura

mﬂmﬂ-pmmmmn-mmwu.s.umﬂ-
based planco and surface vessels. s details moro immediately available but
the next mornin: at least 1 DD vas atill shelling the island and L3 tons of
hﬁnvmrﬂmdummmatw'ﬁmfaﬂmmnmtmﬂm.

1I. Soutlmestern Pocific Area
A. Solomon Islands

m?nmmwmmmamm,mm
+fith an axe, captured a Jap. The samo ]

Idver encountered no enery. m:.nimtmmsnurn:p-’rorm:immuum
dﬂ;tﬁ;ﬁtwutmtﬂ!dmhmﬂmmmudmﬂtﬂmdmﬂyﬂumh
mmxmmwmmwﬂwwﬁnnmmmz.

Also on O Decembar 2 miles T of llouse Eiape, IT7 of Ca
m:ﬂnmmmmndm-mmmwmmmm
~atrols ldlled another Jap. That ovoning on S Treasury Island 1 Jap vms killed.
Mﬁﬁuﬂﬁﬁmwmlwwhﬂmﬁu,FMr.

D. Masan Island




o ud

Ihotographs of Nabaul, 6 Docanber, reveal a total of 166 plancs -

mmﬂl?ﬂut;ﬂamuinﬁuhuhr-l?mmhmtmh,hﬁﬂingnbmt
" FC's, 05 harbor craft and 97 barpes. lo crulscrs
's were in the harbor. Tl of the fighter planes reported were at Lalomnad,

7 Docembor Allied fichtor plane attack on Gas-
h,mmmmmswmrgmm,mmwﬁzmmrs

muﬂﬂtymmmﬂn&nﬂmmmm
by adveroe reathor conditions. llovevor, Cape Oloucoster vas raidod 3 times
by single B-2l4's on rocomaissance. Tach droped o ton of bombs with unreported
resulta. mtmmdrhmnanpdemuthyp;mmngnum

PTa,
D. lew Guinca
Tho night 7 - 0 Decomber a heavy : t of aircraft to tho ©
tms roported ovor Vitias Strait. The morning of 3 December Tareo \as captared
by A1lied fmﬂﬁhumtmmmﬁm*ﬁmmqpnmmmdﬂm

15 tons of boobs with unreported rosults. Also 8 Docember Jap bivouacs and
durps I of Lakona vere attacked by 11 D-25's which dropped 13 tons of bosbs

At Scharnhorst Foint tents mere strafed with wnobsorved ro—
oults by L r-39%s while L moro F-39's strafed a barpe off Vinclo Foint.
@ lattor planes also atrufed 2 barges off Tandolai. That night off Rolas
Foint 2 Jap barpos were destroyed by Allied PT's.

E« N.E.I.

The nicht of 8 Decembor Koepang was the target for i Dutch B-2%'s
hﬂwﬂ:mughmutﬂﬂmﬂwhdmpmthnjtmufmmm-
condiarics on the watorfront orea and on Penfool airfield. Larpe fires were
obsorved. ‘ndorately intemse A/A fire wms oncountered.

;

F. U. 3, SS Doports
E.S.Mnﬁmﬂ!&mmhﬂlﬂqﬂrﬁdﬂkﬂm}ﬂhﬂ-ﬁmm '
AKX and damaging anothor of the samo type. a : Ao
+ W-third 83 roports sinking a ton AX and
ton AK. . 53 has repertod sinking an 0000-ton AK and o 6000-

alid
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AK's. Y0 TLfth 53 has reportod sinking a 9000-ton AK.
portod

8
0 vespels sunl: end 2 damapoed.

A%

The fivo 55's re-

B: A« Doona.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operaticns
TASHIROTON
{2 requested that this dooument b

Wiy WE Suun ae | hag sevved fty
'poue and that in the meantimg it

ﬁgﬁ; Naval Activities Rl LS piaced in any general sije,
BB O r 1943 ;

I. Central Paoifia Area
(A) Gilbert and Marshall Islandas

On 8 December at Mekin, in the Gilbert lslands, the rumway was
reported 40% completed while that at Apamame, also in the Gilbert Islands was
EO% cleared end partly graded. That night Tarews, Gilbert Islands, was
attackoed by about 6 Jap planes but no damage was reported.

11. GSoutlwestern Paclifiec Area
{A) BSolomon Islands

On 8 December Kahill was unserviceable sccording to photographa.
%o pletures were taken of the other flelds. During the day over the Bougainville
area Allied bombers and a majority of fighter patrols were pgrounded by adverse
weather. 6 patrols were in tho air and Kieta was strafed by 1. No details

ware reported.
(B) Mew Ireland

26 RAAF Beauforte dropped 21 tons of bombs and incendieries on
Borpop airfisld and nearby villages the early morning of 7 Decenber. 2 large
explosions were caused, s number of large [ires were started and some buildings
wers destroyed. A/A fire enccuntered was slipght and insccurate. The same day
W. of New Hanover a patrolling B-24 soored near misses on an AK - AP with
2 1000 1b bombs. HNo results were reported. Slight and lnaccurste A/A fire
{rom the vessesl was encountered.

{€) New Britain

On 6 Decembor along the 57 New Britein coast 18 B-25's dropped
poarly 153 tons of Lombe on Jap barge hideouts with unreported results. That
night Gerove lsland was ralded by a single PRY but no details were reported.

Cape Glouoester wos attacked Ly 43 B-24"s on T December. 143 tona
of bombs hit Jap gun positions but no results were reported. Abcut the same
time the W ooast between Borgen and Rottook Days was attacked by 45 B-25's
which released more then 46 tons of bombs over Jap-held villoges and trails,
fired 224 75 MM shells and expended over 175,000 rounds of 60 mnd 3C celibre
in strafing. Buildings end a lomded barge were reported destroyed. A/A fire
encountered was slight and inacourate. "
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The same day Gasmata was attacked by 50 P-47's covered by
12 P-40's. 12; tons of bombs were dropped on the dump sreas but no results
were reported. Acourate A/A fire was encountered. The following morming
about G6 milas E. of Cape Deschey mn Allied patrol plane released 3 bomba over
e surfaced 55. Only 1 exploded but apparently a hit was socored,

(D) MNew Ouines

In the fiarec - Bonga = Gusiks triangle Allied ground forces
oaptured & Jap strong point 400 yards 5. of Wareo on 7 December while the
coastal force pushed N. to a polot 2 miles beyond Gueilm. Progress aloop
the Ousiks - "areo trail was also reported. The same dey the NE coast of the
Buon Peninsula from Wandokai to Fugen was bombed and strafed by 10 A-20',.
The low-{lying planss relsased 10 tons of bemba on Jap-held villages and
supply dumps. Only slight and insccurute A/A fire was oncountered. The dame
day the Madang ares and Ulingan (Eitel Friedrich) 'arbor were each strafed
by B8 P=40's. A warehouss at Madeng and barges at Ulingan were attmocked byt
no results were reported. Also on 7 Decomber 20 Jap fighter planes were
attacked by 4 P=47's over Tiewak. 1 of the enemy was downed and ancther
prebably downed. Our losges were nil. That nisht off Sio 2 heavily laden
Jap barres were sunk by FT's and 2 others on the beach were alsc destroyed.

(D) N, E. I.

On 7 December Pelsuw, Haroekoe Lsland, off SN Cersm Island, was
attacked by 13 B-24's which hit the towm and airfield with 27 tons of bombs,
starting soms fires. Only slight end inaccurate A/A fire was encoutitered.

R+ A« Boone
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1. Qentral Pasifio Ares
(4) gilbert and Marshall Islands

| Later details reveal that the previously reported Jap air attack

| on Tarswa, in the Gilbert Islands, on 4 December motually cecurred om the
afternoon of 6 December. The evening of 7 December Makin, in the Gilbert
1slands, was raided by a single Jap bomber. 4 bombs fell harmlessly into the

lagoon.
1I. Southwestern Facific Area

(A) Solomon Islands

In addition to the previously re-orted Allied sir activity over
Bougainville 6 December, it is revoaled that during the morning the Monoitu
Misslon aree was attacked by 8 P-39's which dropped 2 tons of boms and
thoroughly strafed the target as well. That night the Cape Torckina ares was
ineffectively raided by seversl Jap planes. The follewing night off SE
Bougainville & laden Jap barges wers probably damazed and driven ashore by
patrolling FI's which were ineffectively fired upon by the snemy surfece araft.
The same night over the Cape Torokina area a Jap fighter plane was downed
in flames by 2 PV's. The same night 2 more Japs were killed on the E. coast
of Treasury Island, . )

The morning of 7 December Kahili was bombed by 6 B-25's but
clouds prevented observation of results. Shortly thereafter Kieta was bombed
by 13 more B-26's with unfeported results. Bad weather ower the entirs
Bougalnville ares hampered air sotivity throughout the day. Alsc om 7
December U.8. ground positions im the Torokina area reported no contact with
the enemy. 3 more hills in the E. sector were oocupled and work on the airfield,
roads and defense positicns is proceeding satlsfmotorily,

During the momth of November in the Empress Augusta Bay area,
whire the Allied landing ocourred om 1 November, U.S, Army and Marine casualties
total 1289 - 2654 killed in actiom, 962 wounded in aotion and 73 missing in

tion.

(B) Oreen lsland
On 7 December Greem Island about 40 miles K. by W. of Buka, was

raided by an Allied patrol plane which strafed bulldinzes om the WV side with
unobserved results.

P
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The afterncon of B December about 180 miles I of Greemwich
Island 3 small Jap vessels were destroyed and 5 more were damnred by a
patrolling Allied plane which was itself slightly damaged.

(D) New Ireland

The morning of € December just 5. of Kalili a Jap CL was renorted
headed WW by Allied airoraft and that afterncon about 76 miles ¥R of Cape
Matanalem, W New Hanover, a convoy of 6 Jap AK's was sighted headed WHF:.

On 8 December 2 AX's, 7 small auxiliary vessels and 1 DD were reported at
anchor at Kavleng.

(E) Now Britain

Tulal Island, off Cape Hoskins, and a bridge over the Eapirua
River, E. of Cape Hoskina, were attacked by 20 RAAF P-40's whioh dropped nearly
a ton of 40 1b. bombs. A Jap barge was destroyed and the bridge was reavily
strafed. B5lizht anc inacourate A/A fire was snoountered. The same day ihe
Cape Olowcester ares was attacked by 30 B-24"s. More than 119 tons of bombs
were dropped but heavy clouds prevented assessment of the damaoze. There was
oo A/A fire. Later the same target was hit with a ton of bombs from a B-24
which alsc strafed barges in Rein Bay with unreported results. Rein Day was
ra‘ded by another B-24 which dropped a ton of bombe, destroying 1 and damaging
ancther Jap barge.

Also € December 30 B-?5's, escorted by an unstated mumber of
P-47's, attacked Borgen Bay. Nearly 30 tons of bombs, some of them 8 to 12
hour delay bomba, were released over trails and Jap=held villages which were
also strafed by the fighter escort. Moderately intense, inaccurate A/A Tire
was encountersd. The same day at Hemry Eeid Bay, in Tide Bay, a plamtation
and jetty were strafed by 2 RAAF Beaufighters but no results were rawxrted.
Also on 8 December OGarove Island was raided by & B-24, which dropped a ton of
bombs with unobserved results, and by 2 RAAF Beaufighters and 3 RAAF A-20's
wiichdropped 18 100 1b. bombs and strafed bulldings. No results were re-orted.

(P) New Ouinea

!htﬂghtnf!hoﬂ-rmurﬂﬂdnth!.muth
alley and Finschhafen were each ineffectively raided by ensmy airoraft.
lowing day Allied ground forves made some gains weatward along the
Uareo trail. Wkile alonz the comst N. of Bonga the troops advanced to
1200 ;ards N. of the Ealueng River. The same day Jap positions in
l&m“mﬂhﬂhﬂhyﬂﬂ-!l'nnﬂiiﬂ'luwﬂﬂhyumpnrﬁd
‘. hrlxmhunfmutthhrmldnhrpnpluim
ported. mmmnmmuumm.mnmu
in strafing. m-uwtuh;mh-mm-uw-tm.
mnpﬂnmmhduhrnfmlb.bﬁmﬂuimm
ares. ibﬂdpnnrthtzmrrnnm.mu:ﬂmuhthmmnrm
Bogadjim, was reported destroyed.

(c)
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with unreported results.
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The morning of & December Bosla, Ceram Island, was raided by
3 B-24's whichdropred 4 tons of bombe on the rumway with unreported resulta.
Off Fik Fak the same planes dropped nearly 3 tons of bombe on a small AK = AP

Thai night SE of Eaimana 2 FBY's strafed s schooner,

set the vessel afire and left it beached. Slight and inaccurate A/A fire was
enoountered from shore positions.
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I. Central Paoifioc Area

(A) Oilbert and Marshall Islands

Un 4 December at Jalult stoll, in the Marshall Islands, a Jap
4 engined flylng boat was destroyed by m U.S. plane. Apparently the snemy
plane was on the water when attacked. On & December the rumway at Makin stoll,
Gilbert Islands, was reported 35% completed. The some day at Tarmwa atoll,
Gilbert Islands, unloading wes continuing and construction of the airfield

‘was progressing satisfactorily. In the Narshall Islands there is evidence

that Jap medium bombers and fighter planes are smotively petrolling the area
while supplles are baing brousht in by fast navel unite.

I11. Scuthwastern Pacifio Area

(A) Bolomon Islands

The night of 4 = 6 Decermber Eahili was lightly bombed and strafed
by & FV which encountered no A/A fire over the tarset. No search-1ishts were
beamed on it either. Early the next moraing Mosipetta, SE of Bmpress Augusta
Bay, was strafed by ¢ N2 FP-40's while the Chabal area, W Boupainville; Numa
Ihra end Falsi were strafed by other fightor patrols. At Faisi 12 - 15 Jeps
ware killed. Abcut the seme time the same morning, for the third succossive
day, tho Altara - loncitu - Vosipetta area was ottacked at 45 minute intervaels
by 23 B-25's flying in € groups. 31 tons of bombs were drosped and a mumber
of buildinzs destroyed. 1 plane was damsged by A/A fire but all returned
safely. Later 10 SED's and 12 TEF's also in 4 sroups, borbed end strafed the
same area, destroiinz 10 buildings and sturting many fires. Only meazre A/A
fire was enccuntered.

Also before noon of § December Kieta was bombed and strafed by
El SED's and 28 TBF's escortsd by an unreported number of fighters. About 37
tons of bembe were relemsed cver the harbbr area, destroying 12 - 16 buildings
and starting 6 fires. Moderately intensc and seccurate A/A fire was encountered.
The same morning Tarlena village in the Matchin Bay area was hit with more
then 34 tons of bombe from 24 B-26's. ., number of [ires were started and
smoke from them was visible at Augusta RBay, sbout 60 miles S. Also the sume
merning Bonls wae attacked by 20 B-24's covered by 9 fighters. 3 heavy fires
were started. A/A fre was meagre and inscourute. 1 of these plenes slso bombed
Kleta. About noom 16 F=38's strufed the 7.. comst of Puka while a few hours
later B P~40's strafed the Kieta area. No results were reported. That evening
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B Jap berges at Kieta were strafed by & patrollin: plane but no results were
Hpnrhd-

The morning of 6 December, following the previously reported
shelling by 3 DD's, the Choiseul Bey area was birbed by 3 THF's and, a 1little
later, & B-24. No results were reported. The following day Puks, Bonis, Kurs,
Eahili and Ballele airfields were reporied unserviceable.

(B) New Ireland

About moon b December 100 miles N. of Musseu lsland 4 Jap
warships ~ reported as 1 CA, 1 CL and 2 DD's - weré sighted heading SV by =
B-24 wi loh was unable to attack because of the heavy A/A f!re sncountered.
That night 60 miles 5. of New Hancver a PEY reported sighting 1 Jap CL and
3 [D'e. It is believed that tils laiter foroe ie the seame as thut prev.oualy,
and possibly inaccurately, rerorted.

(C) New Britain

The night of & Decerber Rabaul was attacked by 14 RAAF Beauforts.
8 released torpedoes against shipping in the harbor, hitting 1 medium AK ead
setting it sfire ond possible hitting another. 1 of these planes is missing.
8 of the planes dropped 6 toms of bombe on the Lakunai airfield dispersal
area starting 4 large flres. A/A fire was roderately intense to intense,
inacourate to accurate, cver the alrfisld.

Early the morning of § Decembor a sailing coaster was destroyed
in iiide Bay by 2 RAAF Besufighters while, somewhat later, near Cepe Foskins
& 50 ton vossel was destroyed by 2 RAMF A-20's. At mid-day 5 Decomber 40 B-24's
escorted Ly en unreported number of P-47's attacked Cape Gloucester. 1556 tons
of bembs were relessed, silencing Jep A/A puns and sturting a number of fires.
The seme day Rein Bay wee raided by a single B-24 which dropped u ton of bembs
with uncbserved results. A ton of bombs was alsc dropped, with uncbserved
results, on Gercve lsland by another B-i4 during the day.

(D) Hew Guines

The night of 4 Necember about ir & mile off Nambariwa, Jep barge
bese about 4} miles SE of Sio, 2 U.S. PT's destroyed 7 enemy rafts cf 8
snoountered. 5 of them were losded with an estimated 1000 60 1b. double
rubber bage filled with rice, soya bean flour and meat. The other 3 rafts
each carried 3 &0 gal. drume and & pumber of heavy boxes which may have
ccntained ammunition. It is ocnsidered possible that the rafts may have been
roleased by an 58 and such & vessel was later contasted off Rooke lsland by
another U.5. FT. The same ni-ht Langemok Bay was twice ipeffoctively raided
by unreported numbers of Jap planes.

Befors dwwn 6 December betwsen Alexishafen and Medeng & laden
Jap lugrer and 2 bagpes wore destroyed by 8 P-40's. Later the sume morning
the Bogadjim - Yaula road wes attacked by 10 B-25's and 16 P-40's. The B-25's
wera escorted by 12 P=38's. Nearly 15 tons of bomba were dropped by the mediums
while an unreported nurber were dropped by the fighter mission. A bridge
7 miles 5. of Bogadjim was reported partly destroyed. Also the morning of &
Decorber Jap defenses at Lekons, 4 niles N. of Bonga, wore ralded by 6
low-flying A-20's which dropped 3 tons of borbs and mlso strefod the targot.
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Later the same day Sio was hit with a ton of bombs by & B-24 which observed
no results. The seme day Allisd ground forces in the Finschhafen - Bonga -
hiareo area pushed further N. aiong the ocoest while inland arti!lery and
mortars shelled the enemy just 5. of wareo.

(B) ». B. 1.

Very early the mornin; of 5 December Kaimana was raided by 3
RALF PEY's wiich hit the woterfront aros with more tham ¢ tons of bombe and
incendiaries. Fires wore started. Only :light end inacourate A/A fire was
sncountered. Later the same morning the Tanimbar Islands were swept by 39

HAAF Beaufighters which dropped a ton mnd a half of bemba on Jap-held villages,

damaging the waterfromt areas and starting fires. A/A fire encountered was
slight and inscourate.

I11. U.8. Submarine Reports

A U.5. BS reporte sinking a 35000 ton AP while another S5 sank
a 2600 ton AK.

R+ A. Boone,
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1. Central Pacifio Area

(A) oilbert ond Marslall lslands

About noon 4 Decembur Mili, in tho XYarshall Islands was attoched
Yy 36 R-24's wilch rcleased more than U tons cf bumbs. A grounded Jap bomber
was destroyed wuné a nurber of {ires were started. Lensre to intense Iy".."t Tiro
wos onoountered bu there wes no cir intercoption anc ©ll vur plunes returned
safely. b6 of them suffered slight domaze. The folle.iny day neer M14,
l'arshall 1slands, U.t. patrol plune was intercepted Ly T Jap figiters cf wiich
1 wos dowmed wnd 2 mo @ damaged. .bu.t nvon the scre doy Ucean island vas
rescnnoitred by a B-24 wihich dropped no bonbs. Ioderately Intense A/A fire
was oncountered. Although 3 doye earlior e lslard appesred desorted.

(B) HNouru

About noon § Decurber LEauru was wllucked by 8 B-E4'a. 12 tins
of birbe were roleased und all found the target area. 4 large fuel fipe wes
started. A/A fire was moderately intense but inscoirate. 1 of our planes
was damered., There was o air lnterce;tion and all our planss roturned safely.

I1. Gouthwestern Paclfle /rea

(A) Bolomon lslands

The nizht ¢f 3 - 4 Decerber silicd A/A fire omn Treesury Island
oldimed Z Jap planes, while the same n ~ht Lllled veszels unlordinz ot Torokine
were ineffectively ralded by Jap planes and .. of Buka Pagsage Allied PT's were
strafed by Jap planea but no darage resulted. The follovwinz day Jap supply
lipes in &7 Douzeinvlille wore ruided at 46 minute intorvuls by fllied aireraft.
bG8 5oD's and 41 THk's took part inm tho atiwcks. MNany bu ldinzs were destroyed
and another brid=ze knooked uut.

(B) New Britalnm

The nizht of 3 Decembor Lalmunal airfleld, Rebdul, was eltacked
by 18 B-Z.'s. €5 tens of bumbe were droposod over the tarset and o nurber of
fires wore slarted. lire eurplete obsorvel.on of results was prevonted by the
enemy secrohlighis. LlisLt to moderatoly intense A/A fire of all ocalibres
wis lnacour te. lore complcte detalls of & provious report, revonled that
Rein Bry was birbed and strafed hbout noon 4 Docember Ly 30 B-25's wlick roleased
noarly 32 tons of bumbs to silence A/ sositions, destroy bulldings
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and start a number of fires. Uver 86,000 rounds of 60 and 30 calibre were
expsnded in strafing. S5light A/A fire, inaccurate to moourate,wss encountered,
About the same time the same targetwns attacked by 5 B-24's which dropped

20 tons of bombs with unreported results while Cape Gloucester was mitacked by
3 more heavies which scored hits om A/4 positions after releasing 12 tons of
bombs. A4ll of these attacks . ere originally planned for a prester number of
Flanes but bad weather prevented many frem reach ng their targets. Later the
same day Cape Oloucester was raided by ancther B-24 on patrol. A ton of bombe
was dropped with unreported results. Also on 4 December Sak Srk villuge on
Dampler Strait was strufed by 4 P-38'g while & B-24 hit Unea Island with a

ton of bombs. Slight and inmcourate A A fire was encountered over Sak Sek,

The seme day in Kimbe Bay 6 Jup barges were destr:yed and 3 more were probably
destroyed in a strafing reid by 2 RAIF Beaufighters. That nicht in the Bismarck
Sea 1 of £ Jap PC's was destroyed by & PBY on pitrol. No details were rancrted.

(C) Few Guinea

Early 4 Decerber the Bogadiim Road was bombed and strafed by
16 P~40's and an unreported nurber of RALF Bcomerangs. 6 miles 5. of Bogad jim
& bridge was half destroyed. The same day Nanda villape, H. of Eonga, was
Lembed and strafed by 8 B-256's whioh dropped 12 tons of borbe with unreported
results. Later the same movning Letween Wandokal, just 8. of Forti fioetion
Point, and Blucher Point, Jap-held villeges and trails were attacked by 16 A-20"a
which released nearly 7 tons of bombs and strafed the area. From Blucher
Polnt slight and ineccurate A/A fire was encuuntered. Also on 4 Deoember in
Dogamur Bay, SE of Nubia, Fanss Bay, 3 Jep barges were destroyed or damaged
when 8 P-40'g bombed and strafed the urem. The same day Wareo was still in
Jap hands with Allied around foroes, supported by tonks, 2 miles E. On the
coast, ¥. of Bonga, our troops were omntinuing to advance,.

(D) M. B 1.

Allied air sotivity over N.E.1..4 December, was limited bo
reconnaissance.

I11. U.3. Submarine deportas

4 U.8. 58 reports sinking a Jap CV at L he ond of a 10 tour
sngagement,
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1. Central Facific Ares
(A) Oilbert lslands

Makin was attacked the afternoon of 4 December by & single 'ip
Mehter but no damnce rosulted. @ Jap bombers dropped 36 100 1b. bembs
'!;E-m but the examot tine of the attack is cot yet olear. 1t m?urrud e thar
the night of 4 Decechber or t1.. morning of 5§ December. Our grounc losse: vore
1 F¥ and 1 FEF destroyed, 2 Py's badly demazed and B FEF's damapged. 200
barrels of gas were set afire but mo personnel were lost.

1I. Southwestern Paoifio dres

(A) Solomon Islands

0n 3 December & total of 68 SBD'm anu 38 TEF's bombed and Lrafed

Jap eupply lines from Buin to Bmpress Auguste Bay. The planes sttacked 0
formations of 6 every 46 minutes. A 260 foot bridge and 30 = 40 buildi
were destroyed and many fires started. 1 THF was lost. The same day £ B=25%s
dropped over 32 toms of bombs on Kleta starting 6 large fires and many 111
fires. © B=26's dropped 9 tons of bombs «n Aitara, S Bougainville, de ofin
huts but damage for the mosi part was unobserved. The same time 17 SHD
bombed beached Jap AK's in Moisuru Bay, E. of Xahili, and other fighter
strafed targete on N. and NE Bougainville and a reconnalssance bomber «
camouflaged barges at Green Island. Bonis sirfield was hit 3 December
E-24's. 4 fires resulted. 1 =2 B-24's struck Kieta and Korova destr:
buildings. None of thess planes were reported lost.

Friendly natives killed § Jups on the trail from the Lar
to Huma Wume on 3 December. It was also reported that the ensmy broke ont
with our foroes ME of Torokima and ground positions were reported lmpr¢ .

2] B-24's followdd shortly aftorwards by 17 B-25's heavi
bembed Chabai supply area the morning of 4 December. 3 bulldinge and
the supply dump area were destroyed. Feavy A/A tire was epmountered
B-24 was lost although 7 of the crew bailed cut. A Jop plane flying b
our B=25's dropped 6 merial bombs which exploded mecr ocur planea but n
losses resulted.

Eneny positions and installations at Mewarska and Kolar!
Em-ress Auzusta Bay area, were shelled by our DD's the morninz of 4 De
Covering SBED's bombed the same tarpgets and seywpal buildinge and & war
were destroyed. 30 [ighters oovering our surface vesaels strafed the
gnd the E. comst of Bougainville. On the mormipg of E December the Ch
Bay ares, N. Cholseul, was bombarded by Ailied surfece units. Coverin
reported fires aterted and good h ta on the target.

m

N e

L

2.1 ]

2 = 2 B E

2

0 Y
20303) | . %HE"I |

-




pﬁ%n:‘.'i“ oy

Greemwich or Kepingmarang! lslend was bombed 3 Degember by
reccnnalesance bomber and damaged planes and buildings were hit ceusing 2
fires. The island appeared deserted. The scme nizht & 11 ship Jap convoy
ineluding 4 '\pobsible PC's, 2 AP's of 7 - 5000 tons and 6 unidentified vessels
was attacked by n single B-24 and 1 near miss on an AP was reported,

B-24's, 29 B-25's and § D-26's heavily Lembed the Cape
Gloucester aree the morning of 3 December. Over 179 tons of bombs wara
dropped. Results for the most part were uncbserved. A single heavy bomber
attacked Cape Hoskins and sank 5 Jap barges at Garove Island. The following
day a large foroe of B-24's and B-25's set out to attack Capa Glousacter but
bad weather forced most of the planes to return. The B-25's hit gun positions
st Rein Bay but other results were unobserved,

(B) Yew Britain - New Irsland

(C) YHew Ouinea

Un 3 December 4 P-47's over Tewak sncountered 24 Jup fightera
of which 4 were shot down while we suffered no losses. 11 A-20's bombed snd
strafed enemy positions near the Masewong Hiver, 6 milea N. of Bongn, and
& single B-24 s tacked S5io. An enemy plane ettacked 1 of ovr FT's 5. of
Long Island but no demage resulted. Our PT's off Lepsius foint, 30 miles
SE of Saidor, eank 1, probably sank 2 and demaged 2 uthe - Jep barges the
night of 3 December. Heavy run fire wus received from eneny shore positiona.
The Japs continued to resist stubbornly S. of “arec and little Progross was
reported. On 4 Decerber 10 B-26's and 16 A-20's raided Sio and 1 barge
was destroyed. A 1000 ton Jap AK, 120 miles K. of vewek was bombed by a

(D) "B B 1.

i3 24 B-24's attaoked Lalngapoe the morning of 3 December and
cropped &ver 28 tons of borbs starting large fires,

III. A U.S. Submarine Rn-eortu

A U.S, 85 in the Southwoest-Paolfie reporte sinking a 7,400

ton Jap AK.
R+ As Boone.
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I. Central Pacific Area
A. (lbert and Marshall Islands

Deoan which vms the administrantive center for
[. Cromn Colony of the and Fllice Islands, was raided on 2
/" 2 B=2i's. A/A positions and buildings on the SW shore were hit
started but no other damage was apparent. The planes reported island ap-
pearod desorted. The same day, prosumably over 11414, Marshall Islands, a
U.8. planc destroyed 2 of 9 Intercepting Jap fighters and probably destroyed
ancther. Om 3 Decombar 2 Jap CL's, 1 DD, 9 AK's and 1 emall AD were reported
at Kwajalein, larshall Islands,

IT. Southwoestern Pacific Aroa
A« Solomon Islands

The Porro River area, 5 Dougainvillae, wms borbed and strafed on 2
December by 6 B-25's while Korovo, SE Shortland, was attacked by an unroported
|}, mumbar of Allied heavy bombers. !o results were reported. The night of 3
!‘ December about 35 miles SW of Express Augusta Bay an unroported mummbar of U.5.
ships, including [D's, were attacked by 15 - 25 Jap dive and torpedo bombers.
Some demage wes reported but there were no serious casumlties. 3 of the
enemy planos were downed and 2 or 3 were pro destroyed. The following
day tho 9th echelon arrived at Torcldna and the 0Oth reached Treasury.

B. New Ireland
At noon 2 December 100 miles HW of MNaw llanover a 7 vessgel W bound

Jap convoy was unsuccessfully attacked by a patrolling D-2l, vhich released a
ton of bombs. Moderately intense but inaccurate A/A fire from DD's in the
o was encountered. The same day at FKaviang 12 AK's, totalling an estima-
wg,nmm, and 1 FC were cbserved. The night of 3 - l Decomber in St.
Oeorges Chanmel an Allied patrol plans unsuccesafully attacked a Jap DD and 2
FC'a,

C. low Dritain

Tho 7 shores of lew Oritain from Rottock Bay on the N to Cape
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bombed and strafed by 16 A-20's on 1 Decembar. lore
released. Only slight and inaccurate A/A fire s
t Casmata was attacked by 11 RAAF Beauforts vhich drop-
bombs and concentrated on the dump areas. Slight and
encountored. lio results were reported. The sama
Gloucester an Allied PT encountered a possible Jap
« MAlso the same night 20 miles E of Carove Is-
was attacked by a patrolling B2l which d ropped
resulta. Borgen Doy was attaclked 2 Decexmber
an wnreported mmber of P-30's. 63 tons of bozhs were
arsas and barge concentrations with unobsorved re-
lanes also expendsd 175 75 M shells and 53,000 rounds
squadron reported encountering alipht and imsccurate
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Fhotographs of the Wewak area, 1 December, rovoaled 105 Jap planes

Lo » 2 new nirstrips were

itions along the trail botwesn

by Allied ground forces, supported by tanis.

That morning the coastal arca 2 miles If of Donga was bombed and strafed by 10
g5 toma of bowmbs over Jap supply dumps.

o was raided by 2 B-2ii's which

:
:
;
:
i
:

U.5. 55's report sinidng a Jap DD, 1 7,000-ton AK and 1 §,000-ton naval

awdliary, probably sinidng anothor AK and damaging an AP.
R. A. Boonms
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1. Central Pacific Area
(A) Gilbert and Marshall Islands

Oooupation of Teraws and Apamama atolls in the fiilbert Islands
was reported progressing on 1 December. A landing on Malana atoll, about
26 miles 5. by .. of Tarawa,indioated the Japs have never cecupied it. Om
2 Decerber the fighter strip at Makin was reported 16 .; finisked. The same day
Abaing and Maraki atolls, N. and BE of Tarswa respeactively, in the Gllbert
lslands, were vainly searched for Japs by U.5. landing parties. A Jap coast-
watoher's redic was destroyed.

II. GSouthwestern Pacifioc Area

(B) Solomon Islands

The morning of 30 November Malial, NE Morpusisi Island off SE
Shortland, was attacked by 17 B-26's which dropped 40 quarter ton bombs and
143 fragmentation olusters. Thoreafter a mumber of fires were observed.
Acourate but not intense A/A fire was encountered and all our planes returnsd
snfely.

The follewing ncon Maliai was again attacked. This time 18 B-26"s,
oscorted by 8 P-38's, bombed and strafed ihe target with unresorted results.
The seme morning Sarime Flantat.cm, 7. Bougainville, was bombed and strafed
by 8 B=26's bui no results were reported. The same doy Jap posltions in the
Jaba iiver area were bomied and strafed by 12 TBF's an: 10 58D's escorted by
8 P-38's. Also on 1 December 4 P-30's strafed Tonolel llarbor with uncbserved
results and other fighter patrols strafed and set afire a large bullding at
Tenekau, H. of Kieta, and alsoc strafed brrges and supplies at Motupens where
no results were cbserved. 1 (40 is missing. Early the afternocon of 1
Deoember Kara and Ballale mirfislds were attacked by B0 SED's and 28 TEF's escorted
by 52 fizhters. 58 tons of bombs were dropped, demaging buildings and starting
& nurber of fires. 2 SED's are missing. Photographe of the Chabal area
1 December revealad 2 new A/ positions under eomstruction at the 3 end of
the plantation. The evenins of 1 December N. of Treasury Island PT's killed
& Japs fleeing by oanoe. :

(B) Now Ireland

The night of 30 Hovember = 1 December in Gaselle Channel &
reported € vessel convoy, inoluding 2 DI's, was attacked by £ B=24's which
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ocored 2 possible direot hits on 1 AP. 4 hours leter 5. of New Lanover d!reot
ts were scored on sach of 2 DD's, probably in the same oconvoy attacked by
he B-E4's, by a PBY and shortly thereafter in the same vioinity another PEY
laimed 2 hits on & large A0 in a convoy which, although reported to include
0 - 12 ships, was possibly the smme one attacked twice before. The afterncom
of 1 December 65 miles &N of New Hanover a moter-launch and 20 smnll boats
loaded with Japs was strafed by a B-24.

(C) New Pritain

The morning of 1 December Borgen Bay was attacked by 29 B-25's
and T B-26's escorted by 18 P-38's. 654 tons of bombs were releassd over
the target, starting fires and dmmeging A/A positions, parges and installat: ons.
Ho A/A fire was encountered. The same day near Cape Noskins 2 RAAP Beaufizhters
strafed Jap barges with unobserved resultas.

(D) Hew Ouinea

Tiareo, 34 miles N. of Satelberg in the Finschhufen area, was
oocupled by Allied sround forces 1 December. About noon the same day Vewak
was attacked by 48 B-24's escorted by 47 fighters. 110 tons of bombs wers
dropped om the airfleld and adjacent supply dumps. Estimation of the damnye
wrought was prevented by the clouds of smoke and fires which rose from the
target following the attack. 40 Jap fighter planes inmterocepted and of these
B were downed by our bombers and 2 by tur covering fightars while another
was probably destroyed by our fighters. 2 B-24's were lost in combat and a
3rd orash-landed. Moderately intense to intense, inmcourate to acourate,

#A fire was encountered. The same day 40 miles N. of lfubim a B-24 dro-ped a ton
oF bombs on 2 enemy bosts with uncbserved rosults while at Tligan Harber, SE
of Nubia, & large Jap landing barge was strafed by B FP-40's.

(E) M. B. I.

Over M. E. I. Allled air activity was limited to reconnaissance
an 1 Decembar.

ITI. U.S. Submarine Reports

A U.5. 55. returned from a 2 weeks patrol, reports sinking 1 AD,
large AX's, 1 medium AP and & small steamer, totalling 46,000 tons, and
ssibly sinking 2 more larze AX's totalling 19,000 tons.

| R« A. Boone.
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I. Central Paciflo Area
(A) Gilvert and Marshall lslands

Beluted reports state that on Tarswe atoll, Oilbert Islands, the
last Japs were sliminated by the night of 29 Nowvember. 126 to 176 of them
wero killed in this final activity while our cesunlties were 26 killed, 67
wounded and 2 missdng., Owver Mili, Marshall Islands, on 30 November U.S5. air=-
oraft were intercepted by 6 Jap fighters cf which 1 was downed, 1 probably
destroyed and 2 possibly damaged. The following day at Makin, Gilbert Islands,
oonstruotion of the rumway was reported progressing slowly. The same day on
Tarawa, in the Gilbert Islands, Jap coastwatchers on adjacent islands were
being liquidated. That afterncon 36 F8F's landed on Betio Island fleld,
Tarswa. Early the morning of 2 December 2 Jap CL's and 1 DD left Mil4, heading
TN at 24 knots.

II. Beouthwestern Pacifioc Area

(A) Solomon 1slands

Photographs 30 November revealed Ballnle, Kahili and Eara all
unserviceable although oraters at Bullale had been filled. Other flelds were
not covered. During the day Jep posit.ons in the S. Erpress Augusta Bay
aréa were bombarded by U.S. DD's oovered by airéraft and in the Chabsi ares
our fighkter patrols sank 1 boat, damazed ancther and set 2 buildings afire.
Also on 30 November the E. Boupainville comst S, from Numa Nume to Kleta was
strafed by 8 P=308's. A oumber of {ires were started. The same afterncon
Amun Plantatlon I of Cape Moltke, W Bougeinville, was strafed with uncbserwved
results by § P-38's. ‘Since 22 November there has been no Jap air interception
over Bougainville.

(B) Bew Ireland

I[ The forencon of 29 November about 50 miles V. of 5. Mew Aancver
& B-24 sighted 7 empty 1ifeboats and considerable wreckage all of which was
presumed to be evidence of an 58 attack on a oconvoy ng B

Kavieng a € - 8 vessel convoy heading MW was reported and later a 10,000
ton AP in this comvoy was reported hit with a 1000 1b. bomb from an Allied
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o SEGEETS
(C) Hew Britain

mmurﬂmnnfhmnnupmm bombed with
uncbserved results by a B-24 wiloh released 2 tons of bombs while, in the
same ares, another B-24 relessed 2 tons of bimbs on an unidentifled vessel.
Intense and inmcourate A/A fire was enoountered. At deawn 30 Hovember in the
Cape Hoskins ares 4 Jap borges were rejorted. At noon the same day Cape
Glouceater was attacked by 15 B-24's which dropped more than 28 tons of bomba.
2 grounded planes were destroyed and s fire started. A/A fire was
alight and inscocurate. The same day the ooast of New Britain was swept by
8 B-B6's esocorted by 11 P-38'a. Nearly 7 tons of bombs were releamssd. At
least 4 A/A positions silenced, villages strafed and Jap barges it. Moderately
intenss A/A fire was snoountered. Also the planes observed small 18" diameter
parachutes from which were suspended 6 - 8 inoh cartridges. Thess wers believed
fired by juns at Cape Rouslt. The afterncom of 30 November a B-24 dropped
& ton of bombe on Oarove Island and another dropped a ton of bombs on Los FBagros
island airfleld, just E. of Manus Island. MNo res lts were reported. Over
Garove slight and inmoourste A/A fire was encountered. The smme day Rooke
Island plantation buildince were strafed with unobserved results by 3 P-39's.

(D) New Ouinea

The night of 28 November Sioc was bombarded by an unreported
number of U.5. DD's. Ko details were reported but spotting planes believed
the attack wes acourate and effeotiwe. Aftsr the bombardment the DD's were
ipeffectively strafed by onemy miroraft. The following day Kalasa was raided
by a single B-25 which dropped a ton of bombs from tree-top helight, starting
& large fire. That night 4 U.5. DD's bombarded Madang, sinking a small
vessel and, agaln according to ocovering airoraft, the target was effectively
hit.

The morning of 30 Ncvember Kalasa and the surroundings vielnity
wers altacked by 18 B-ZE's escorted by an unreported number of fighters., 48
tons of burbs destroyed a number of buildings and started fires. About the
same time the trail betwsen Busulu, about 4 miles W/ of Bongs, and Lakona,
about 4 miles N. of Bonga, was bombed and s trafed by 11 A-20's supporting
ground foroes in the area. More then 8 tons of bucbs were dropped. The only
A/k fire encountered was slight and inscourste. 3 miles NE of Satelberg, the
samé day, Allied ground foroes emoountersd a Jap strong point st the Song
River Bridge. No details were reported. Also om 30 November 36 B-24" g droppad
more than 70 tons of bembs on supply and dump areas st Alexishafen. Results
were reported good. Moderately intense to intemse and inacourste A/A fire
was enccintered.

(D) ¥W. B. 1.

The night 20 - 30 November Efman Island, opposite Sorong, W
Vogelkop, Dutoh New Guinea, was ralded by 2 RAAF PEY's which dropped a number
of small borbs and incendiaries, starting 2 fires on the rumway; and Jap
positions on Mas Cluer Bay were also strafed these planes. 1 of them
strafed the airfield at Timika where alight AH fire was enccuntered. The
aight of 30 Fovember Langgoer, Kai Islands, was raided by 2 HAAF PEY's which
released 3 tons of bombs and inocendiaries. }ires were started in the Jotty
area. Moderately intense A/A fire was met.
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Ju se Naval Activities
Suzcary as of UBC0, I December 1943

I. Central Paoifio Area

(o) Gilbert and Marshall Islands

At Makin, in the Oilbert Islands, the newly begun rumway was
reported 6% finished on 30 November. The same day cocupation sotivitles
ocntinued at Tarawa, Gilbert Islends. The sirfield was in use and had besn
preparsd for emergency use by night fighters. Reconncitering of nearby atolls

was in progrees.
II. BScouthwestern Faciflo Area

(A) Solomon Islacds

The morning of 29 November the Tinpute Herbor, Hume Numa and
Kieta areas were bombed and strafed by 2 flights totalling 18 B-26's. 12
fighters escorted the bombers whioh did considerable damage. Only m/g fire
from Kleta was enocuntered but it downed 1 borber. Preliminary reports
indieate Kieta was bembed by B-24's during the day. The same morning Jap
artillery shelled the beach E. of Cape Turokina demaping 1 of our puns, seti'ng
e fuel dump afire and sinking 5 small landing oraft. There were no oasualties.
The nfterncon of 29 Hovomber. the Motupena - Mosigetta arem, 5. Empress Augusta
Bay, was bombed and strafed by 38 TEF's covered by 8 P-33's. 28 bulldings
were dostroyed, a warehouss wos damaged and a number of fires were started
after 32 tone o! bombs had been dropped. Later the semw afterncom the Jaba
River, Kolaris aroas were twice bombed mnd strafed by 2 flights - 1 of 17
SBD's and the other of 12 UBD's = supporting ground foroes. Only light A/A
fire was encountered. Alsc on Monday Fortom Plantation, S. of Chabal, Matohin
Bay; Oaszells Harbor, and Jap gun positlons 8. of Cape Torckina were strafed
by patrolling fighter planes while the Mavavia area was bombed by & FBO (A-20).
¥No results were reported. The same day Allled ground foroes in the Torckina
area made some slight progress to the NE and ocaptured 1 Jap. FPhotographs
that day revealed Ballale serviceabls, Buke and Kahill unserviceabls.

The night of 29 November about 14 miles WW of Kolaris s reinforced
Marine battalion, whioh had landed without oppositiom the night of 28 Nowvember,
was sucosssfully withdreown in the fmce of heavy enemy resistance that began
at dewn 29 November.with an attack by an estimated 1000 Japs. The Jap force
inoreased during the day and made effective uss of their mortars which prevented
evaouation of the landing foroe by boats. DD's sumoned by the Marines
almost completely eilenced the enemy and the Marines were withdrswn without
fatal mishap. All perscnnel exoept the 16 killed were belleved rescuved.
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p kmown desd totailed 200. Quantities of Jap supplies and equipmant were
troyed or oaptured.
= tuptli November Treasury lslend was raided by Jap airoraft but
po details weres reported. The same day work was begun on the bomber rumeay
at Stirling Island and 1 Jap was killed N. of Malsi on Treasury

The morning of 30 November 3 A/A positions, 4 barges and 2 boats
in Tonolei Harbor were strafed with unobserved res.ltes by 4 P-38's. Slisht
A/A fire was met. GShortly thereafter the SE comst of Ballale was bombed and
strafed by 4 P-40's. 1 plane was damaged by A/A fire. Later the same morming
the Kahili - Kars area was attacked by 50 SBD's and 22 TBF's escorted by
3l fighters. 434 tons of bombs were dropped and the srea was strafed. A/A
positions were hit and & mmber of bulldings were destroyed. A/A fire, of
varyin: intensity, was encountered and 3 SBED's were damaged.

The afterncon of 30 November Mawareka was hit with 4} tons of
bombs from 3 B-34's, 2 of which were damaged by A/A fire. 1llarge fire was
reported. Later the same afterncon the Mosigetta ares was heavily bombed anc
strafed by 12 TEF's and 10 SBD's escorted by 4 P-30's. Only meagre A/A
fire was met. 18 tons of bombs fell and a number of buildinge were destroyed.
1 of the latter was believed to have been a radioc station. S5till later an
A/A position and a barge at Tonolei Harbor were wreoked by 6 P-30's. & of
wl:ich were damapged by small callbre fire.

Alsoc on 350 Rovember Jap ccmcentratioms cn N7 Cholismeul were
strafed by 23 fighters with unobserved results. Later the same day Wi
Cholseul wos bombed and strafed by an unreported number of B-24's and & B-26's.
Conslderable damage was reported.

(B) New Britain

On 20 November Cape Gloucester was hit with a ton of bombs
from a single B-24 on reconnaisennce which encountered slight and inascurate
.lfl. fire. Thie raid followed the previously rosorted cttack on the same
target by 38 medium bombers the same day. Also on 29 Novermber S. of Capo
Pomas & Jap barge was .ttacked by a patrolling B-24 with unreported res: lts.
That nizht *.. of Gaselle Peninsula 2 groups of ships, 1 of 2 DD'a anc another
of 4 possible DD's, were sighted headling Ti. by patrolling Allied aircraft.

(C) New Cuinea
Um 2 November Bonga and Ousika N. of Finschhafen, were ocaptured
by Allied ground foroes who then turned Ts to olean out a Jap post 1% miles
along the trail lesding to Varec. N. of Satelberg other Alllied units were
reported advancing om Vareo. The same day Sio was ralded by a single B-24

which dropped & ton of bom's with uncbserved res.lts. At mid-day 29 November
& single Jap reccnnaissance plane was observed over Milne Bay.

R« A. Boonma,.
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1. Cemtral Puoific Ares

(A) 9ilbert and Marshall Islands

Late 26 November over Makin a single Jap bomber was downed by
U.5. planes a:d the following night in the Tarawa ares U.S. carrlsr-based
fighters destroyed 3 Jap planes. At ncon 28 Fovember Nauru, in the Gilbert
Islends, was attacked by 11 B-24's whioch dropped 18 tons of bembs on the

. Beveral fires were observed. Bxoept for moderately intense A/A
fire, which demaped 1 of our plapes, there was mo ememy opposition of amy
kind and all our pombers returned safely to their base,

The same day ocooupation of Tarsws continued with unlosding 95%
oompleted. A few remaining Japs previously reported on the N. end of the
atoll are sald to number not more than 60. On Botio there are still a few
snipers. U.S5. Marines mow hold Betio, Balrlki, Eita mnd Buota Islands and
have set up lﬂq defenses on Betio and Buota. 43 fighter planes are operating
from the rumway at Betlo. U.S. oasualtles to date are estimated ot 1000
killed and miseing and 2600 wounded. Completion of cooupetion of Taraws lis
expscted by 3 December.

At Bwanjalein, in the Marshall Islonds, 3 Jap ClL's, 4 DD's and
B AX's were reported 29 Novembsr while the same day at Eniwetok, NI of
Ewajalein, 4 Jap CA's and 6 DD's which Led mrrived the day before, appeared
to have left. The seme day at Makin coopletion of unlonding was antioipated
while at Apemama unloading was apparently proceeding less rapidly.

I1. Sguthwestsrz FPuclific Area
(A) Solomon Islande

The night of 28 November in the vloinity of Eakuruami, just
of the Mobial River SU Boupainville, a heavily laden Jap barge was driven
hore and damapged or destroyed by FI's alded by a FBY whish besmed a light
the ensmy craft. The followlng day revised estimates reported 5000 Japa
the entire island of Cholssul. ‘

(B) Oreen Island

Tha afterncon of 27 Hovermber Oreen Island was attacked by e
single Patrol plane whish probably destroyed a large building., About the
same time at the Fenl Islands 36 miles NI of Oreen Island, 4 Jap barges were
strafed by enother patrol plane.
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‘ (C) New Britain

The night of 27 November about 22 miles W. of Oarelle Feninsula
a amall Jap AE was unsuccessfully attacked by a B-24 which dropped & ton
of bombe. Slight and inmcourate A/A fire was encountered. The following cey
Unea Island, Vitu group, was raided by a B-24 whioh dropped & ton of bomba
with unreported results, The same day 33 miles N. of Talasea a near miss cn
1 of 2 DD's was soored by another B-E4 which released 4 tons of bombe.
Moderately intense but acourate A/A fire was encountered. The morning of
20 November Cape Glouoester was ailtacked by 29 B-25's and 9 B-28's escorted by
an unreported number of P-47's. The planss bombed and strafed the supply
dump areas but no detalls were reported. That night 4 Allied DD's bombarded
OGasmata. There was no returmn fire.

(D) New Guinea

The morming of 27 Novembsr along the H. NHew Quinea cocast 1 Jap
barge wes destroyed and mnother danaged by 8 P=38's. The same morning the
trall . from Bonga to Tiareo was bombod and strafed by 1B E-26'z w!ich hit
targets desirnated by the Allied ground forces whom they were supporting in
the mrea. That night 16 milea 8. cf Long lsland in Vitlas Strait an enemy 58
was contacted by FI's but no detalls were recorted. Over Hlrlwlna the morning
of 28 November a sinzle ensmy roconnalssance plane was downed by s patrolling
Spitfire. Later in the morning cosstal targets EE of Sio were bombed and
strafed by 18 B-25's sacorted by 12 P-38's while snemy supply tralls running
inland in the Ealasa ares about 20 miles SE of Sio wers bombed and strafed by
9 A-E0's which dropped nearly 10 tons of bowba. Before noon 28 November
the Bonga trail ares was agaln attacked. 45 B-25's and 7 B-26's hit enemy
positions with about 50 tons of borbs. Aboit the seme time Tewak an: Boram
were attacked by 47 B-24's esoorted by about 46 P—47's. More than 53 tons
of borbs were dropped on the 2 airfields and the supply dumps at Cape Horam.
The targets were resorted well cowvered, but heavy smoke prevented obssrvation
of results. Neither A/A fire nor air interception was emcountered and all
our planes returned safely.

The same day Ao was raided by 2 B-24's, which released 2 tons
of bombs with unre-orted results and Kiari was hit with about a ton of bombs
from a siogle B=25. No res. lis wers rocrted. Allied ground foroes in the
Finschhafen = Satelbsrg area were renorted only about 500 yards 5. of Domga
on 28 November. That night 4 Jap dive=bombers raided the Finschhafen area,
oausing some casualtdes but no material damage.

(‘] H. E. 1.

The night of 27 Nowvember Ambom was raided by 3 RAAF FBY's which
dropped more than 4 tons of bombe and incendiaries on the waterfront and
brnnh. Fires were started in the target areas. S5lizht and ipacourats

A fire was encountered. The afterncon of 29 November Manolwari was bombed
by 8 B=24's. HNo results were reported. . X
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1. Central Pacillc Ares

(A) Ollbert end Marshall Islands

The morning of 28 November Mill, in the Marshall Islands, was
attacked by 8 B-24's which released 10 tons of bombs 95% of which were reported
to have hit the target area. 1 Jap fighter attempted interceptlon and medium
A/A fire was emoountered., Uie suffered no oasualties. The seame day on Tarawa,
in the Gilbert Islande, operations were proceeding against the few remalining
Japs looated on the N. end of the atoll.

1I. Bouthwestarn Pacific Aroa

(A) Soclomon Islands

The morning of 27 November Carola Harbor, Wi Puka, was bombed
and strafed by 5 B-26's escorted by 8 fighters. The low-flying plenes
destroyed several buildings and damaged & pler. About 20 minutes later ihe
Mosigetta - Mawaraka - Motupene triangle in the §. Empress Aususta Bay ares
was heavily bombed and strafed by 60 SED'e and 37 TEF's escorted by 8 P-30's.
More than 40 tons of bombs were dropped sterting e oumber of fires and destroying
enemy installations. About the same time Buka was attacked by 23 B-25's
escorted by 24 fighters. U4 tons of bombe fell. 40 hite on the rumway were
reported and an explosion mnd 2 fires were observed. Intense A/A firs demsged
4 cof our planes.

The afterncon of 27 November a possible Jap radic station at
Motupena was borbed and etrafed by & FV's and a little later 2 B-26's, finding
only wreckage, went on to bomb and strofe hute at the mouth of the Mobls Hiver.
The seme day Allied mir patrols sweeping the Bougainvllle ocast strafed
Eieta and Chabal starting a number of fires. At nc time durling the day was
there any Jap air interception and all our planes returned eafely.

On 28 November Bonis and Buks rumways were probably unsorviceable.
The others were mot photographed. Early that morning just off Cape Denpsn
an 4llied plane attacked a Jap 'S5 and reported the target broke up. Later
65 miles W. of Puka another Allied plane bombed a Jap 55 with unreported res: lts.
The same morning about 60 miles W. of Empress /fugusta Pay a third Allled
plens bombed & proboble submerged &5 trelling an oil allock.

Aleo the morning of 28 Novomber © unescorted D-25's dropped
more then 8 tons of bombs and strafed the Motupsne area from tree-top helipht.
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Ho resulta were cbeerved. WNo .l,.i"a fire was encountered. At the sama tima
Tinputs Harbor was strefed by 14 P-40's whioh started fires in the area. lo
A/A fire was encountered. That afterncon barges in Tonclel Harbor ware
strafed by 4 P-39's with unobserved res.lts. Only slight A/A fire was encountered.
The seme day Allied patrols strafed the Wi comst of Bougainville, starting a
nurber of fires, while other planes supporting Allied ground forces dropped
nearly 4 tons of bombs on Jap posltlons in the Empress Aiugusts Bay area. o
results were re-orted. Un 28 November 2000 Japs were reported in the Choleeul
Bay ares.

(B) Grosmwich (Eapingemaranzi) Island

On 27 Hovember Oreernwich Island wes bombed and strafed by a
single Allied plane. No res. lts wore reported.

! (C) Hew Ireland

About 50 miles N of Cape Matanalem a Jap 7 - BO00 ton AK was
hit by sn Allied plane on 27 Bovember. Mo detalls were roported.

(D) New Britain

The nizht of 26 November off Cape Gloucester 6 Jap barges, headed
WY with a total of 200 persomnel, field guns and supplies, were destroyed by
2 PT's. The seme night 60 miles . of the Wi tip of Gaselle Peninsula e Jap
CL or OD was hit with o 1000 1b. bomb released by a B-24. A terrifle explosion
followed the attack and shortly thereafter a possible DD was observed spusding
to the scens.

Gerove Island was bombed 27 November by m B-24 which dropped a
ton of bombs with unreported results. That night off the Duke of Tork Islunds
a PBY bombed 2 Jap PC's. No results were reported. Accurcte A/A fire was
epccuntered. The same nizht W. of Osselle Peninsula & probable Jap [D's wore

| sirhted heading toward Garove Island.

(E) New Guinea

The night of 26 November 18 miles N. of Bonga & FT sank a
sinzle 8. bound Jap burge. The followin: day vewek and Boram alrflelds were
atiacked by 45 B-26's esccrted by 50 P-32'a. Moro than 18 tons of bombs were
dropped and over 79,000 rounds were expended in strafing. Of an estlmeted
25 enemy alroraft on the sround 5 were destroyed and m number dwmaged. Hits
were soored on A/A positicns and 6 barges wers destrojed. A/A fire wus
encountered. £ B-26's are missing. The same day 102 miles N. of Viewsk an

| AK - AP was attscked with unreported results by a B-24 which released a ton
of bombe. Alsc on 27 Hovember Sic was ralded by m slngle B-24. lMore than a
ton of bocbs was released byt no results were reported.

(F} M. B. 1.
Timika airfield and near-ty villages were attacked by & HAAF
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Beauforts on 27 November. HNearly
targot area to start a nurber of fires. Unly sl

I1I. U. 5. Submarine IOMI

A U.5. 85 returning from patrol has reported sinking 1 enemy
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4 tons of bombs were relessed over the
irht and inacourate A/A fire

a CA with 2 hits, and demaging an AP of 8000 tons with 1 hit.
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I. Contral Macific

On Apomarn 3 additional Leachheads wore esteblishod by U. 8. marince
25 Yovasber,

II. Southmostorn Paocifis
Ls Solomon Jolands
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munications base on Stirliny Ioland.
Sarly the morning of 20 lovomber Torokina tms reached by the
Oth echelon without inoidont except for an ineffective attack the aftornoon
baforo by a single enoccgyr bosbor. Also on 20 loverbor the Tth echelon reached
Island. Tho ommo doy ot Oroon Inland a Jap troop barge wmo attncliod
trr an Allied patrol plans but no dotails wero roported.

B. Dow Iritain

The morning of 26 lovombor 13 N-2lL's escorted by 31 RAAF I-IiN's
attaciod ILindonhafen |lantation, 9 miles I of Nasmata. *oro than 25 tons of
bochs moro roloasod and tho rosults were called cmolieul. na cooe norning
the GC coant of !'ov Mritain wms owept e 1Y 2=2%1a 1f.2c0h bombod tho glioreo of
“iée Doy with wnoboerved rosulte. That noon photo;ruphs of the Nebaul aroa
20l land planes and 17 floatplanes. That night L RAAF Neauforts
gbout 3 tono of bombs on tho Numalmnau airficld, starting a larpoe fire.

s i

il

P,
o
Sy

RS : g P
&




- —

® SFYRETY

it the some tive a Gth Deaufort about 3/l of a ton of boohs on the
Fobaul vaterfront end 2 moro ovor & ton on durp areas at Tide May.
Slizht A/A fire wos oncountored,

C. lev Ouinoa

The night of 2L lovember 52 of Sio 1 of 2 S bound, loadad Jap
Larjos ws dostroyed by a single PT. The following morring at daybreak, 30
odles AT of Finschhafon a surfoced G5 was aiziited,
The porming of 26 !svocber 10 Jap bosbors escorted by 15
fizhters attackod Alliod positioms in the Finschhofen ares, cousing some
unltiss and dange. Shortly thoreaftor IT of Saldor 2 Jap fishtors weore
trolling P40's. The sane day lasharima, an onesy barge
io, ms attacked hy 20 B-25's and b B-26'0 escortod
1:3;151"-]3':!. lonxly 50 tons of bombs ware relocsed with axcellent results.
= 5

the
sults wille at Dogda, just T of lansa Day, 2 Jap trucks were destroyed by 3
radding P-47's. loderately intenso inaccurato A/A fire vas encountered over
Dogda. The samo day ¥ of Finschhafon Allied forces, supported by
tanis 1 miles 57 of Ousilm, in the
pame area, 126 Japs are reported to Lave boom idlled sincp 20 ['ovosbor.

E
i

Over !I. . I. Allled air activifyr 26 lovesbor was limitod to
roconnaissanco fli-htas,

R« fi. Boone.
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SECRET Copy No. 2 of 12 Copies
HAVY DEPARTMENT
Office of the Chief of Naval Operati
LABHINGTON

: Ja g8 Naval Activities Veasray yu
Surmrary as of UbOU, o) Hovember 1943

I. Central Pacific Area

(A) Gilvert and Marshall Islends

Selated reports of the Gilbert Island operation om 23 Novembor
revealed that U.S. carrier based fighter planecs intercepted 20 Jap fighter
plancs which probatly came from the enemy base at Taroa, Maloelap, Marshall
lslands. 16 enemy planes were destroyed with no losses to us. Un the next
day U.S. earrier besed fighter plancs shot down ¥ Jap fighters and 1 medium
borber of 15 plenes intercepted. 1 F6F was lost. To date enemy losses hava
beem 25 fighters, 9 floatplenes, 7 medium bumbers 3 4-englinod [lying boats and
2 dlvu-bombers. Our losses havc been 2 FGF's and 1 TEF. On 24 Hovember M111
wos attocked by U.5. oarrier based plenes. 191 tons of boobs were dropped on
the enemy base. Hesults were unreported. Un the seme field at least 6
#nidontiflied enemy plenes were cbserved landing on the evening of 26 Hovember.
As of 26 lovember mopping up was continuing vn the Lastorn land rim of
Tarewa, the 3. land rim having been cleared. Slight reelstance was being
enccuntered and the capture of 70 more priscoers (Xoreans) was reported .

I1. GSouthwestern Facific Ares

(A) Zolomon Islands

The afterncon of 24 November Y barpss were destroyed in 8.
Empreas Augusta Bay by Allied fighter patrols. lhe same aftorncon im Queen
Crrole Harbor en emmry lugger was set afire. Just after mid-night 24 - 25
Hovember 3 Allied FT hoats wero attacked by 2 enemy DD's B miles %, of Katchin
Hay. After an unsuccessful attermpt to ram the PT boats, the DD's retired to
the 7. Enemy casuslties to 25 November in the Torokina oparat.ons have been
reported at 1146 corfirmed killed. 28 November Kara and the vicinity were
heavily attecked by 37 TBF's and 57 530's esoorted by B fighters. The airfield
and surrounding pun positions were heavily hit and the airfield was left
unservieeable. During the sume morning Puls was sttacked by 24 B-Z4's. A
second and third etteck on Buka, ZJonie and Chabai ware nade but details are
8tll]l lacking.

(B) New Ireland

On 25 Wovember patrol plsmes found 2 groupes of survivers of
about 160 each in the water SE of Cape Gt George. These men probebly were
survivors fromt he § enery DD's sunk in that vie.mity. A surfaced enemy &8

approaching 1 group was ai our pf%ted® 5 depth charges were deo 1%
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and & large oil slick and much debris were noted. The suimarine was believed
te have been destroyed.

(D) New Hritain

On 24 November 1 of 2 patrolling PBY's reported scoring direct
hits with 1000 1b. bombs on an enemy oruiser wilch was in o group of 3 shi g
headed W. of Gazelle Peninsula. An oxplosion and fire wore renorted on the
ship, The same day an enemy crulser or DD wes sttscked by an Allied B-24
¥E of Oarove Island. fomb hits were reported within 256 !net of the bow end it
ie belleved the slip was damaged. The seme day photographs at Rubaul 2! owed
the follewins shippings 1 CL, 9 DD's, 1 destroyer tendor, 2 AD's 17 AK's
(totalling 70,000 tons). 74 fighters end 11 bombers were s0an at Lakunni. 20
floatplanes were in the hLarbor.

(D) New Guinea

23 November 2 N. bound enery berges were sunk by Allied patrol
eraft 30 milos N. of Finschhafen. On wednesday afterocon, 24 November, the
enemy barge base at Xiari. 10 miles V. of flo,was attecked by 3 A-20's.
fesults were not ssen. 25 Novembor Satelberg was re:orted captured and by
the same evening villages in the vicinity were olewred of the gnemy. Uur
forees had advanced to beyond the long .dver and the enemry was reported
retroating northward toward areo. During the mornicy of ths sers day bridgos
along the Bogadjim road were borbsd by 16 P-33's and 2 boomersngs.

(E) ¥.B. 1.

Un 25 November Halong near Ambon wus attaslked by 4 H=24's with
unobserved res lts,
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1. Contrel Pacific Area

- (A) Gilbert und Larshall Islends

Baloted resorts reveal thut om 22 Hovember 111, in the Harshall
Islends, was hit with 200 toms of Lirbs from an unreported aunber of U.b.
parrior-based plunos. At noon 24 Nevember emidj, Jelult, Marshall Islonds,
was sttacked by 6 B-C4's which relossod 10 tons of bombs over the target.
There was no interception by 3 Jap floatplanes but accurate i/h fire forced
1 of the atteclere to land on the wator, injurin: 6 mem. 6 smull and 1 lerge
A were oboorved. ft the seme time Taroe, Yaleelep, Marshell lslands, was
attacked by 20 0-24's w!ichrelecsed IC tens of bLombs over the Jap islund air-
ficld whore nunerous croundod planes were observed. A number of {lres were
glorted and an AK was sunk. 1 of our plunes is missinz. The lollowin: day
ot Fakin, Gilbort lslends, a prelirdnery chock indlecled 63 U.i. Lroops wers
¥illed in setion, 119 wounded in petlon and Z2 wounded sccidentally. Nawval
ard Const Duard oosualties were 2 killed and 1 wounded in action. € Japas and
103 Koreans (probably lutorers) vers teken. The same day on Torewn, Gilbert
1slends, mooping up operut.ons continued agalnsi Lhe fow and isoluted Jops
remodining. APF's departed with thu lst echelor aseuult troops, THZ wounded
end 126 prisonors, most of wiem were Xoreans. /[n edcitionel 220 sounded vere

put aboard Al's. 1t ls revealed that o 3 were rosunsible {or mo
T:is onsualties. ulk o nps were pros 3

1I. Southwestern incilic Arce

(A) Solomon 1slunds

The night of 22 = 23 Hovember at the mouth of the Tcrokina dlver
abort 3 miles E. of Torokinmn a U.S5. Marine rulding purty landed Lo desiroy
Jop installations in the arca. Very early in the worainy of Z0 Nowverbor
tnllale was raided by a single Allied patrol plane which dropped rore than
1 n ton of hambs on the target with unobserved results. Insscurate 4/h fire
of light intonsity was encountered when a Jup search-light wus sccurnialy
beamod on the plane.

(B) Oreenwich (Kepinzamarangi) Island

in 25 Novamber (reenwich Island woas “mbed ond stirnfed by a
n-24 wl ich wes reported wrecking a redio station, damaging planes and

silenoing A/L positions and yet roportod bollef the Japs huve cvacuated the g >

atoll. 5 4,1:-93-
Z03¢) SEMET ‘3& |
. .

.

- -



OSELHET o
(C) HNew Ireland

<o of sret Crpe on 26 Magwvomboer 3 dopth charges wore dro:ped on
n Jap 5 by o putrolllinz Fllied slune. !io resuite were determined.

(D) Kow Britasn

Baefore dewn 24 Novembar Ring din; plantation, € miles B, of
Gnencta, was attaoked by 24 B-24's escorted by 42 AUUF P-4U'c nnd 28 D-30'g.
63 tens of bombe were relecsed and & numbor c¢f fires were started. A/A
firo oncountered was slisht and insccurote. On Sasmata eirfield caly & enery
nlanes (3'F's and 1 = 25F) were chserved. Ihe samc day Cape Rasult, .. of
doion Joy, I Lew Britoin, wos roided by a single B-24 wilchiropped s ton of
Lombe on enomy AfA positions with wunropurted res 1ts. Uhet ni~ht 70 miles
I0 of Corove lslend o lone S. teund Jup Li was unsuccessfully stiacked by a
patrolling B-24.

(E) New Guinen

Tho night of 23 Lovermber in Vitinz Streit 2 of 6 5. Lound Jap
barges were destroyed by PI's. The following forencon Roless, o ooseible Jap
supply assembly point alovt 70 miles EE of Slo, was bumbed and strufod by
18 B-25's, 9 D-26's and 6 A-20's escurted by 12 I'-38%'c. 37 tons of bombs
were rcleased and the villege wes repcrted completely destrored. Tho sere
gay in the leldsbuch area fllied posit.ons were inoffuetivel: mttacked b O
Jep borbers escorted by 20 fizhters.

{F) E.=.1,

The night of Z35 Ncvomber Ambon wae raided by & RA'F PEY's w lch
dropped nearly 4 tons of bembs end incendiaries in the wnterfront nren,
osusing explosions and fires., The fellewing noon in "asile Nuy, lnlrahern,
1% B-24's unsuccessfully attocked cnery shispins. Lhe bombers veorse interocopted
by abeut 6 Jap fighters of wi oh 1 vus duvwned and vnothor duzagod. A% tho
sere timo in ede Day, -0 rdles N. of tho SE tip of Helmahera, 5 more A-24's
attocking 1 AK, 1 sea truck and 1 corvotte in cunvgy, sccrod a nossiblae hit '
and 2 near misses «n the 8000 Lon AK wri ch was loft listing and stetionary.
The sca truck also rocoived 2 neur micses. A1l our planes returned uufuli.r.

III. U.S5. Submerine lenorts

A Tile L5 repurts probably sinkins & 10,000 twen Jop fu.

R Qe Buone.
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I. Contral Fooifie Arem

(4) Ollbert Ielonds

The night of 24 November Uy&. murinecs on Betio, Terows, cotinated
that moppling up of the newly won island basc would be completed Ly 27 hovembor

widle the rumeay woulgd-terTEmds gher. Helated
reports irdisate t m
during the Tarows opertCinN: 1 rom Adriral Eipits indiemtad

ihe situalion on Aperuma was satisfaetory with the slisht ooemy resistonos

Qun for speedy elimination.

I1. Southwootern Fpeifio Aroe

(4) BSolomon Islands

morning of 23 November 100 rdles ©W. of Buke a U.S. putrol

c estroyine o Jus 5. Later the somo rorning Bonie woe
ottacked by 18 unescorted B-24's wihich hit the target with 48 tons of Lomba,
eovoring the rumiay and revetment urce woll and startin- o number of firos.
AL the same time Huks wes hit with O tons ol Lombs from 3 D-24's ond Chnbel
wes hit with 6 tons from 2 B-24's. lo results wure cbeorved. Over all thase
targets intense bul inmccurate i/A fire vas encountered. No enery planss
interce-ted and all our planes returned safely. That afterncon She . Joupain-
ville coast from Luluail Head M to Clpﬂ' Fabiri wes awast l.l:,l' & D=-25"8 on .o
veln search for eneryy shipoing. 4% tons of bombs were drozped on ville-es
with unobserved results. The rerning of 24 Nevembor Chabel area was oitacked
by 37 TAF's and 57 57D's escorted by 48 firhtors. More than 36 tons of boohs
end inccndleries coused numerous fires, destroying wereliouses and supply dumps
and set an oll dump afire. The arca wes olso thorcughly strafed. A/0 firs
wus alrost completely eliminuted during the sttack by hits or noer miszes on
gun positions. Thers wes no enemy air intorception and ell our plenss -otirned
safely although 1 SOD wes forced to meke en erergeney lending., About Lhe
eume time 1 TBF of this mission released 3 o ton of bumbs enc incendiories
ovor Kara, starting fires. A/A and m/p flro was encountored but sur plune
roturned safely. Later the samo morning Kahili waes attacked Ly 20 B-25's
wlich released 30 tons of bumbs over the tarcot. Fits were scored on the
rumway and & number of fires sterted. Ulight 4/A fire was encountered. 1
of our planes landed in the water G. of Kahili but the crew wes rescucd 3 ‘wours
later by a PBY wllch breved enery lire from Kahili and Ballale. Until the
rosoue plane arrived the downed liors were protected by 4 hovoring fichters.
All the other B-25's returnod safely. That aiternoon at Motupena Point and & 9

&
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in Gazelle [arbor Jap installations wero hit with 9 tons of bombs and elso
slrufed in an attuock by € D-C6's. A possille rodio stotiom was put out of

cormission. There was noither ocnomy A/A fire nor air interception and all
our plence returned safoly.

(B) Now lreland

#arly the mornlng of 26 November in the Solomons Hea ohoub 55
miles SE of Cape st. Oeorge O S bound possible Jap N's wore engoped Ly 6
U.5. DD's end in a runnins fight, durdn; which tho onomy flod Y. and i/, 4
Jop vessols were sunk and 1 of the 2 wilch escapod wons domssed. 1he onemy
wes contactod in 2 proups of 3 vessels wash. The type of ship wes not
dofinitely identified but they woro probably DD's. 2 of the first group of
% wore sunk by torpedoss mnd 1 by torpedoes and zum fire. .fter wiich the
seccnd proup scattered and wus witacked wiih pun fire. 4m hour or so witor
the initial ountect enother Jap was sunk and obout 156 minutes leter o Oth
wag reported demaged. This demazed 1, togothor with tho remaining and °

wvessel., escaped probably io Rebaul. lell covered Ly U.b. alreroft,

our NC's suffcred no damage.

(C) Mow Britaln

On 23 November Gerove lsland wos ralded by a single 2-24 wlhich
released a ton of bumbs with uncbsorved res.lts. The same day Gasmato vas
attacked by 4 AAAF Beauforts wkich hit the dump areas with 3 toms of bLimbs.
Mo results were rpported. TIhotographe of Lhis aree the seme dey indicate
the presence of several comstel run pesitions. That night Oasmate was rolded
by a single RAAF PBY which relossed 2 tons of bembs with uncbserwad results
while W. of Rabaul 3 cther POY's otlaecked ond suck a Jap burge. 1 of those
3 plaros is missing.

(D) New Guinea

Photographs of the lewak erce revealed a total of EZ scrvicehble
onomy airoraft on the airfiolds there Z1 lovembor. The afterncon ol Z2 Novomber
Sio vas ralded by o einple D-24 wlichdronped a ton of bombs with unobscrved
recilts. That ni-ht in Vitinz itradt patrolling PT'e desiroyed 3 5. bound
twop and supply lodon onemy barzos, probobly destroyed a 4th ond dosnzed o Sth.

Dofore dasm 23 Novembor the Finschhafen ccastal cren wes relded
by o singlo Jop plone and later the Sici orea, about 1 milo 5T of Satelberp,
vas ailincked by 0 cnemy Lombers. Uo damu_ o wos rescrted as o resclt of olther
atlack. Defore ncon of the same day N. and . of Satelborp vnemy-held villupos
and tralls wero cttacked by 12 DN-25's and 0 4-20's wiich dreppod «voer E0 tons
of bums and heavily strafed tho area. u(nly slight end inaccumate /s fire was
encountered. About the sape iLlme N, of Soidor § Jap bombors esaorted hy @
fighters woro intercopted by 12 2-39's. £ enemy flzhters were dovned and 1
encrdy bember and anotper fighter were probubly destroyed. 1 =39 wes lost.

Tho wfterncon of 23 Kovambor Sic wos the tarpet for o 0=24 wilch
reloased a ton of bombe with unobserved results. Also E3 Lovember off ewsk
an Allied D-24 attacked a smoll enemy woosel and borbed and strafed Vokdo 4‘9
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Islend.

Fo re.ults wero ro-ortod.

Ike sume dey in tho Sntelberp area A11ied

greund forocos were ro;orted only 400 yurds B., and the sarme distence L., of
tho Jep=hold soitlermont. ;

(3)

1 7000 ten Jap AE = AP was sunk by 6§ dircot hite from § B-24's.

Ie s 1a

Further details of the 23 Novomber aniteck on enecy slinping inm
Kace Hay, NE Delmahers, reportod in the Lurrary for 24 Novemb.r, rovesl that

Borlior

re-orts erronscusly stated that 17,000 tuns of shipping had boen destroyod

in this attack.

raided by a B=24. Ko rosults were reported.
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Japanese FNaval Activities
Summary as o . r 143

I. Central Pacifio Area
(A) 0ilbert end Marshall Islands

Belated reports of U.S. operntions on Mokin Island ir the Gilberte
reveal that the night of 22 November Jap opposition was attacked by U.5. banks
and infantry following an artillery bombardment and from then on repid propress
was made by our forces. From about meon on, 23 NHovember, only sporedic
resistance was offored by the enmy and by ni-htfall the island was in U.G.
hends. A survey of the mrea revealed that U.S. ship and air bombardmsnt had
effectively smashed enemy pillboxes, dugouts and runs. On Terswa 2% November
stub’ orn resistance by the remeining Japs, of the estimated 4500 cn the island
when the U.S, marines landed, slowed our advence and caused heavy casualties.
SE of Betlo Iselend, U.S. marines ocoupied Bairiki Islend to thwart any attempt
of the Japs to reach that poimt from E. Betio to whioh they had been driven.
The seme day Mili, in the Marshall lslands, wes hit with 13 tons of bombs from
11 B-24's. A/A fire was not intense. Of 12 intercepting Jap fighters 2 wore
destroyed and 2 more were probably destroyed. The folloewing day, £4 November,
complete cocupation of Tarawa end end of Jap resistance was repgorted, Culminetion
of the operations followed a decisive repulse of & heswy Jap _counter-atiaclk

preceding night. ‘E/’F
During Terswa operations & Jap 55's vere destooyed.y 1 wns remmed
/ sunk by a DD. RN i

I1. BSouthwestern FPeeifio Area

The morning of 21 November off Empress fugusta Bey 1U.5. surfuce
veasels were ineffectively bombed by enemy siroraft. That night in the
Torckina area Jup planes dropped 30 - 55 bombs hut mo damage resulted. The
following morning 10 miles NE of Motupena 6 of 30 - 40 Jap fightere were
destroyed by 8 P-40's while at noon Buka was attacked by 24 B-25's and 5 PV's
escorted by 8 F4U's and 8 P-38's. Buka airfleld was well covered by more thau
45 tons of bombs. A/A fire encountered was moderatsly intenge but there was
no alr interseption. Shortly after this attack the Chabai erea was strafod
by 8 P-38's which set fire to some buildings mnd 3 barges. Fhotographs
22 November indicated Bonis, EKara, Kahili and Ballale runweys unserviceable
while Buke appeared possibly serviceable (prusumably these piotures precsed
the bombing of Buka). On 22 November in the Torokina area the Allied boach-
head extended 5000 yards in length and 7000 verds in depth, taking in all the
Fiva airfield site. GStout Jap resistance in the NE was owercome with the
ald of artillory and 76 of the enemy were killed.

The afterncon of 23 November the Tth schelon comploted wed unlonded
at Cape Torokina while the 6th echslon was unloaded at Treasury leland. At >
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Torolkina 1 LST was shelled by a Jap shore battery and some omsusltbies and
damege resulted. Photographs 22 Kovember revesled Ballals, Eahili, Kara snd
Bonis airfields unserviceable and Buka Possibly serviceabls.

(B) Now Irelend

- At noon 22 November abocut 136 miles K. of Mussau Islend a B-24
attacked a N. bound ensmy .K, escorted b, a DD, seoring a direct hit an. a
near miss on the AE. Uhen last obaerved, the attacked vossel was nettling.
From both the DD and AK inacourate A/A fire was enoountered.

(C) New Britain

Shortly before noon 22 November Jasmata was attocked by 3 waves
of Allled B~26's mnd B-24's esoorted by 56 P-38's. 142 tons of bombs coversd
the airflelds and the sdjacent area well. In mddition the target was heavily
strafed. The first attack was carried out by 22 B-25's wiich passed over ot
medium altitude. 45 minutes later 23 B-24's went over at the same albitude.
Lastly 41 low-flying B-26's bombed and & trafed the target. Moderatsly intunse

A/A fire ran from inmcourate to accurate but there was no ememy eir intsrception.

1 B-25 is miseing. About the same time Cape Ggousester was attacked by 22

other B-24's whioch failed to reach Gasmata. The plenes droppsd 52 tons of honbs

on the rumway and dump areas, destroying 1 mnd further ing 4 of the
grounded Jap bombers previcusly reported unservioceable. A fire was slight

and inacourate. The same day photographs of Rabeul revesled 1 possibly damazed

Jap CL, 8 DD's of whioh 1 was demaged, 1 AD, 72,000 tons of merchant shipping
and 13 floetplanes. Oood coverage of the airfields was not obtained. Also

on 22 November a ton of bombe frim a patrolling B-24 were roleased on bui ldinga

cn Unea Island, Vitu griup but no results were rpported. That night in Tide
Bay a PEY soored a direct hit on an enemy barge.

(D) New Guinea

The morning of 22 November 10 Jap medium bombers raided an
Australian patrol at the mouth of tho Song River in the Finschhafen ATOq.

While that afterncon 3 more Jap planes hit the same tarret. No damare resulted

{rom either raid. The same day Jap supply dumps, bivousce end tralls between
Satelberg and Wareo were attacked by 18 3-26's and 6 A#20's which dropped
more than 20 ions of bembs. Explosions and fires followed.

(B) N.E. I.

The night of 21 November Ambon was attacked by 4 RAAF PEY's.
2 of the planes dropped more than 3 tons of bombs onm the waterfront and
barracks aress causing numerous explosions and fires. Another of the planss
hit Molana Island, 26 miles HE of Ambon, with over 1} tons of bombs. Ko
results wore observed. The 4th plane has not yet reported. Inasccurate v/
fire was sncountered. The afterncon of 23 November in Kace Bay, NE Ealmahera,

& 8 bound convoy of 6 unescorted AK's was reported attacked by Mlied eireraft.

Preliminary reports indicate vessels total ling 17,000 tons were sunk.
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1. Central PMaeoifie Arva

(A) Gdlbert lslends

Mauru was attacked Ly 14 H-24's on the afternvon cf 21 liovember.
Planes in 2 vaves dropped 20 trns of borbs. Modersisly intense /A fire wus
encountered but we suffered no casuaslties. lhe following doy mocording %o &
rolease to ile press by fdmirel Rimits, Apomama, about BO miles Lo of Teraowa,
wng oltacked by U.S. forces which landed marines on the atoll. /flso on 22
lovomber Lhe . hulfl of Potlo, Taresn, wes in cintrol of tle scecond marines
Lut for lsoluted centers of resistance which were delayins the lendin- ol
supplies tnd slen.ins the eatire oporatlon. uur casualties were roportod loavy.
Tho sare doy on Putaritari, Yakin, U.C. .rrmy forces wore enzezed in wi-ing
out iho lest remncnts of enomy ossosition which ut no time hod heon stout.
The Japs culforoc many casuultles, our ovm wore rerorted 1i-lt. ile follewine
doy ecmplete cuplure of lakin oxcept for scaltcrod -ruips of Jop sniporc was
announced.

11. ULouthwostern Peeific .rea

(A) bolomon Islands

Yarly ti:e morning of 20 Wovermbor Allied shipping end positions
in the eepress suzusta fay area wore bombed cnd strafod by san unroported number
of Jop planes which dropped 80 - 60 bombs ond caused some cosualties end dernc-o.
2 of the enomy planes were probubly downod by Aﬂ- fire. . little luter somec
of our patrol craft entering tho bay were sirafed Ly 2 Jop fizlters and some
casualtles resulted.

The aftornoon of 22 Kovember Kahili was atLacked by 52 5FD's
and 24 TPF's covered by 16 MdU's. G2 tons of bonbe hit the area, scorine new
hits on the rumway, taxiwa: s end A/0 positions. loderately intense 4/A firo
was encountered and 9 of our planes wuffered derape. Fowevoer, all returned
safoly. ifpparontly thore was no oremy eir interception. Tho same duy over
mﬂn iu-usta 2ay 2 IRU's encountered Jap A/A [ire for the first iire in

Aron.

(B) New.Irolend
At noon 21 Hovember e patrolling G-24 Yroke through n cover of

8 onemy fishters and 1 floutplome to score & hit und o noar miss on a larpe
AK, nnd & . bound convoy of 2 other sK's and & ND, leavin: tho vessel in [laros
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and probably destroyed. 1 of the inturce-tine [ightors was also dovmed.

arlivr tho sers day al luest 6 probab.o Jep warships, leadin- f[uvr Tobeul, wero
attooked 46 riles 55 of Kavieng by ¥ patrollin- PRY's. llo resulis wero
ohserved. 1ho lellowinz eiterncon a.out 15 siles V. of Cape nrkeken 2 Habovl-
bound Joap berres were bombed, strofed ond sunk by a 0-24.

(C) Tew Rritain

Leta the nizht of 20 Kuvomber 12 miles 5E of Gurove lsland a
B=24 unsucoesefully attacked o small L. bound AE end 1:ter, off Suldor,
New Muinea, ultocked a Jap burco with unreported results.

Further study of 20 Xovomber photopruphs over Hebsul roveal 1 CIL,
9 Ul.'a and 97,000 tone of merchunt slippins in the hurbor. Om 21 Hoverber
Uns Hing plantation, 6 riles Z. of Gasmata, was altacked by 18 B-24's covered
by 34 LUF P=40's. 49 tons of bupbe wore roloased but henvy smoke wnd dust
olouds prevonted cbservation of resiults. unly slicht immccur:te 2/l fire
was enoountored. Sarlior the same cay the NHew ‘ritein coesl In the vioinity
of Capo Foskins was swepl by 2 RALY ‘eaufi:hters which declroyed 1 ol 4 cnemy
barzes strafod. Thet afterncon the L. coast =. of Uesmata und 5. coest ..
of Gasmata wore cach swept by 2 HALF /-20"s wilch destroyed o pover burze, o
boat and bombed cnemy shore posit’ons.

(L) liow Guinea

Allied zrcund forces on 21 November advanoed , undor support by
tanks, to a oint BUC yards 5. of Latelberg. The same dey 12 -20's Lorbod
wnd strafed onemy positions, villages wnd troils M. of wotelberg. § tons of
bombs were roloased but no results were resurted.

2 (3) N« B. 1.

tarly the morning of 21 Ncvember off Taberfane, Arco Islends, nn
AK and 2 ses trucks were atiroked by ¢ lutch B-26's cscorted by € TAMY Resu-
fighters. Frcm masthoad height more thom u ton of b mbs were released to sink
tle iK and damapge 1 sea truck. 3 enermy floatplones intercepted md of these
2 were downed by the Boaufizhters while the 3rd wes destroyed by the B-26's.
1 0p-26 was lost. Intonse A/A fire was rmet. .bout noon the same day l'mnokwuri
wus cttocked by 7 J-24's wlich dropped mcro Lthan 15 tons of hembs on shisping,
sinking 1 AK = iP. 4 Jap fichters :nd £ floatplanes intercepted mnd of these
2 fi-hters ware downed and another dumaged. Intense o/ fire from slips in
tte harbor downed 1 ul the B=24's und another crash landed at lts base. Ilat
aftornoon Teberfane was spain attacked. ihis time 14 B=24"s dropped over 31
tvns of borbs on the harbor and waterfrunt wrea. 1 sea truck wes sunk end 1
of 4 interceptins enory floutplanes was dovned. Unly slight and inaccurate
ifh fire was encountercd. Also on 21 Neverber u sinzle Dutch 3-26 raided
villamos n the .issel Lek.s aroa droppln; & ton of bupbs. Explosions wora
observod.

J11. i LUe we Yubmarine leports

A UsS. 58 evneludin: a potrol reports -inkins 37,000 tons and
probably sinking 7,000 tons.
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1. Uouthweclorn Pnoifle Jrea

(A) Gilbert Lslunds

The afternvon of 19 lovember Hukin, was hoavily attacked by 12
B-24"s ' lgh dropped ower 20 tons of berbs, starting fires. The islond
apreureé practically deserted and enly ligkt A/A fire cas emcountored. .lulough
no perscnnol was lost 1 btember landed on the water and sank while enother

- burned after a orash-landing. The following morning, 20 Hovember, U.S. forcos

made & landing on Tarewa Islind in sddition to the previcusly roported lunding
on ‘akin. At Terawa ithe enemy put up stout resistence and, wlth the L.G.
lending oporations handicepped by low tides sfter the initial beschhoads had
been secured, tho situaticn wes not cleerly in our favor until late Sunday
pi~kt. 7The landings were made under cover of surfaoe vessel und air bomberdront.
The morning of 21 Levember Muuru wus nitucked by 30 DB-24's, Thers
was no enery sir imterdeption but i/A fire was intense. All our planes returnod
eofoly. Later a H-24 drossed a ton of, hombe cver the sume terget with svor
resilts. A/i fire was intense but immccurate. Also the seme plune dronped
some bombe on Ocean Island but caused mo camage. A/A fire there wes heavy end
geourate. T'e following morning cfl Tarswa Jep torpedo plenes unsuccessfuily
nliecked our surface vessels wiich continued to b« mburd the enemy islend lase
in an effort tc wipe out the Jap reslstance still sthwerting U.S. lucdings.
UsS. alroroft were also cuntinuine to attmok the arca.

(R) Bolomon Islands

The nizhts of 17 = 18 - 18 hovember 5illiod positicns in the
iepross jurusta Bay area werc raided by unresorted mumbers of Jap plancs. Sore
casualiios resultod, partioularly om the night of 18 Lovember when <0 torbs
wore droored durins the ccurse of 4 raids. |hotegruphs of 20 Novunber shewed
ithe 3ougninville rummays mnserviceable. zarly the morning of 21 NHoverber
Eieln was strofed with uncbserved rosults by 3 5-25's. Ghile cver Ui Hougeloville
Allied #-35's and F4U's shot down 6 of 7 Jap fishtore intercepted. uur plancs
alsc strafed Momoltu after wlich 1 F4U was roportod missins. The sume day vt
Mawaraks 2 L-D's strofed enemy huts, destroying 1. Thai afterncon the Hahlli
ares was attncked by 58 SED's end 8b i44's escorted by 16 F4l's. 60 tens of
borbs smashed A/A positions, the rumway wund sterted fuel fires. lhere was no
alr intercsytion and all our planos returned wufely. uver Zara i/4 fire wos
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(C) MNew Iroland = iliew Srituin

The night of 19 Novermbor «5 .iles K of .taleul & 10,000 Lun Jup
AK, heading N in ecnwi y wilh 2 rediun .u's und 2 L0's, vos oitocked by a ITY
which left tho vessel afire .nd sbundoned after 2 !its. Intenso i/i fire wes

encountered. Yho following morming Ring iing pluntation, 6 miles . of Gosmuta,

was altacked by B0 H-24's esovrted by 43 WUF P-40'g. uUver 138 tons of heobe
dropped, thoroushly covering the turset. 1/\ fire was slight end ineceurcte.
1ke sare dey Oarcve Island wes hit with a ton of tnmbs frem o putrollin: D-zd
w. loch obscrved no res:1lts. Heconnaissunce over Rebaul 20 Koverber by o sin-le
P=38 revorled vury light sidoplng in the horbor. unly 1 or 2 warships wero
ohserved.

(L) New Guinea

Before davn 20 Kevomber Langerek Noy and Susap were wvach ruided
by ain=le Jap planes. MNo deruge was rescried. Later Lke sare worning Jop
positions M. and . of catelberg were atiscked by 24 2-25's and 7 "-26's. 21
tons of bermbs desiroyed & number cf biildints wnd started fires. At noon
the sare duy the Hunsa Duy area cos elticked by 37 B-26's osciorted by 7 P=47's
w! 2oh relessed over 1€ tons of berbs on the jetty wrec, shi-pin: and A/A
positions. 10 berses cnd 1 lurper wes cfoztroyed by the low=f1ying plones.
Yvceratel; intonse A\ firo wes inacourute %o aceurcte. 1 cf the 8-20's is
rissini. iYhe sooe day in the .ald Buy wrea, 30 miles MN. of Finschhufen, Jep
bivouass and supply dumps were raided by o /-20"s wiich hit tho tarzet crea
with B tons of lembs. ke res.lts wero reserted. Tho sare duy _io was hit
eith & ton of bumbs Ly & 5-24. [0 results wero observod. ilso on 20 Dovorber
hosvy sriund fighting was reported 1800 yerds &. anc 1330 yurds . of
tulelbors.

(5) . &a 1.
vhe micht of 19 - 20 lovecber Lorons was raided Ly 4 4 F Pay's
wrich dropped nesrly G t:n: of bombs and incendiaries on the .wterfr. nt nrea,
Heevy oxplosions res.lted.

IT. U5, Su'*.'rinl :-t'jl-lrh

A Uuliy L i8 roncrted Lo lave sunk & Jap &K and en cscort.
incther 48 rosorts a hit on & Jap aK Lut oxtent of the dumn-o wos not re-crted

A« 4+ Boone.
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Japanese Naval potivities
Summary s ol 000U 21 Hovember 1943.

I. Southwestern Pacific

(A

Solomon Ieluends

On 18 Wovember 8 B-25's bombed ensmy posltlons et Chabei ip
the Matchin Bey area. 2 buildings were destroyed.

On 20 November Bonis mirfield wes heavily bozbed by 30 B-25's
end E-34's covered by 16 P-36's. 15 hits were scored on the runway, oas
bullding wes destroyed end others dansged, snd numercus fires were sturted,
A/A fire was sncountered but no interception was attenpted and all cur plenep

returned safely.

Other Allied plenes strafed trucks betwoen Nakeri and

Monoitu Mission (S. Bougainville). The results were unobsorved. At the ssme
mission m truck was set ofire by other Allled planes which olso shet dawm a
Jap plene 20 miles W. of Torckina.

The afterncon of the smas dey 3 B-25's bombad and strafed
villeges in the Huri Bey.asrea (NE comst of Bougainville). The results were
uncbserved. 657 SBD's and 31 THF's covered by 8 fightere sttacked enomy posi-
tions and supply lines from the Mlbo River tn Mewsroka (SW Bougsinville).
Meny fires were sterttd of which one wes s burilng medium bomber on Kera.
M/G fire was received butell planes returned salely.

(B} cilbert lslends

Terawa wae raided by 19 5-24's the efterncon of 19 Kovecbar.
2l tone of bombs were droppod and excellent results were reported. Moderste
Afh Pire was sncountered but nll plenes returned safely although 1 was danaped
on lending. The morning of 20 Nowember U.5. forces lended on Mekin. Firet

reports indicated thet no chposition wes encounterad but ndditional dets
mh. b2l b o aglstepee on the 3 hag

(C) MNew Britainm - New Iroland

On 19 November § B-25's esoorted by 11 P-38's bombed and strafed

enemy A/} positi

ons along the comst betwsen Cape Gloucester snd Rein Bay.

One loaded lugger wes destroyed and 2 othara demaged. The same day Allied
FT's depth-cherged a Jap 55 4U miles S5E of Gasmata. Results were nct krown.

At noon 1% November an enemy convoy of 6 AE's and 7 crulsurs

wes sighted heading 5. 1356 miles N. of Musssu Island. Bulldings oo Mussau
Island were bombed by m single B-24.

20503

V%

s 5

SEQRET o=



x_ — - e —

® greomEm *

(D) New Guinea

A foroes of 21 B-26's, 68 B-268's and § A-E20's hesvlly bombed
enemy positions HW of Satelberg on 19 November. B8 other A-20's bombed cnemy
berge and supply positions N. of Finschhafen. A total of over 47 tons of
bombs were dropped and buildings werr reported destroyed end fires startad.
Allied tanks knooked out Jap artillery positlons while ground ferces advanced
slowly on Batelberg. /Ageinst stubborm resistance and enemy counter altecks
our foroes resched 1000 yards E. and 8. of the town by evenlng the sane day.
& P-38's intercepted s Jap foroe of 12 modium bombers and 15 fighters N. of
Finschhafen. The enemy planes never reached the target and were forosd to
jettison their bombs in the sea. No plenes were shot down end 1 of cur Tighters

wan dml
11. U.8. Submerine Reports

A U.85. 58 in the Southwest Peoifio Area reporte scoring s hi%
on & Jap AK but mo further detalls were reported,

Hs A. Boone
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l. Southwestorn Imeific Aroa

(A) tarshall wnd Gilbert lslunds

Heluted reports reveal thot tlwe evonin-~ of 15 November Torcws,
Gilbert lslencs, was nttacked Ly 8 B-24's wilch dropped 160 frecmentation bumbs,
705 of w ich it the teret area. ZExplosions and {ires wore obsorved. iccurute
{ AfA Ilre was roe-re tut our planes suffored no damare. Tiis etlaok has not
been proviousl; roperted in tlie Lwewury. later roports reveanl 4lat Pili, in
oo Zlarslnlle, and Lakin, in ithc Gilborts, werc emch atincked by 0 H=24fs on
16 Livembor not 16 lovember ss previously repcrted end that the unsueccessful
atiack on Maloelap, in ihe larshalls, cocured on 17 Movembor not 16 lLoverbor as
previously rejorted. It is alaso rovounled that Jaluit, in tho Yarshalls s
attacked o 10 S-24's ond Xwajeloin, in the same proup, wus attocked Loy 1 D24
on 17 loverber instead of 1¢ Nevembor as previously reccrted.

19 Fovenber J =aveos of U.H. earcler Losed planes dropced morc 4ian

1

90 tons oi imbs on Howru ond strofed 5;”;.. positions thore. Tho turset wns waol
covered. J = 4 prownced redium bombers wore wrecked enc o 100 fret oK laft
afire. 7The seccnd wnd third strikes »ere lntereepled by 7 Jup fi-Lters of + lch

2 were destroceds ASh fire was foirly intonso and accurnte nnd C of our planes
received so~e damage. All of our plenses roturned scfely but 2 laonded cn tho
water.

(i) Soleron lslandg

Belore down 16 Zovembor wn unrenurted number of Jap plencs dro od
32 bombs on :llied posiilons in the Zmpress iucusta Bay area. lo derapo or
cesualtios resclted. Shortly thoreaftur the same tarpet was rolded b 2 Jap
figlters wiilch strafed the boach, ceusing sure casunltles. 1 of tlu [lritera
vns probably duvvmed. The following day 24 0-24"s otlacked fora but no detells
wore roccrted. Ike sume day 3 P-26's dropped roro than b Lene of bimbs un
Kiota, destroying 2 bulldings. &1l our plones roturned sufely.

Photographs 18 November rovealed all iuka = HBouzainville eirfields
unfit lor use oxcept tlie T3 halfl of the Aalill strip which was possibly cervice-
abhle. unly 11 enery plenss wore cointed in the area. The same doy in Lho
dmpress Augusto Doy area Alliod pround forcos confined tiemselves t- concolidatin-
thoir positinns ond to patrol motivitles. on the right flaenk, whore onemy
potrol activity is ineromsing, our furces conteotod the Jups. Also the Japs
ero cuntinuing their herassing plens bombin- end we have suffered scme cusunliles.
:t noon tho samo day HKers snd Buka were each otiacked by 24 D-Z24's. Larlew
reports indioutod execollent coveraro. Lulthor strike was intwrecsted Ly Lhwe
enemy cnd all our planos returned safiely. A little luter Lho S5 shore of
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soporanco Islend was Lesbed by a sinfle B-24 with unreportod rosults.

18 Zovemlbor some small Jap patrol astivity wes reported on Iromsury Islead.

Jap wus captured and 4 were killed.
demuso rescrted.

. Vary eurly tie rornin: of ls lovesber Chabal, atelin Lo, wes
roidod by an Allied nlizid fightor wlih unoLscrved rocults,

iloe on

1

uomo oncmy tir Lombing cuntinues with no

nt noon the sume

day ¥mhili (presumably - since tho dispetch was sarbled) vas attacked by 82 57Dy
urer 100 tins of bombs .ere dropped and 15

and 23 T0F's eccoorted by 16 FiU's.

new hits rondered the rumwuy unscrvicownle.
run wositicns. $1izht to modeoratoly intense A/A fire wes encountored but there

wos no enery air lnterceptiom wnd all our plunes roturned saf'oly.
Chobal was sirofed by several fizhter patrols lut no results were rerorted.

Photographs on 19 hovenmber showed all of Buka = Sougainville airfields unscrviceeble
exeent “onle which was possibly servicesble.

in tho oresa.

{C) MNew lrel nd

uther hits woro scored on cr noar

The sere duy

unly 7 enery plones .ore roported

carly 18 Kovember off & lew lreland 2 Jap convoys were unsuccess-
fully attacked Ly 2 FiY's. Later in the morning 50 cilos §. of Havieng u H-24
unsuccossfully attacked & Jep CL and DD headins Z.

(p) New iritaln

18 Novenber adverso wosthlor ecvnuilions thusrted o swecp of the

vew lritain 3. const by U N=25's.

(B) Yew Guinea

In the Finschhefen area 1C Nowembor Allied prowund forces centinucd

to push om Satolborp. That morninz Jatolberp wos etincked by 23 D-25's ond

€ 8-26's oucorted by 10 P-38's. 43, ‘ons of Lombs were relensed over Jap curpa

and supply durpa N. of town. An ormunition dump and severnl bulldings were

rosurted destroyed.

(F) M. 3. 1.

Further details ol thoe 18 Kovamber pre-down uwitack on Loerclajn,

proviously -epurted, rovoaled tlmt 10 of the 26 B=24's which sterted on the

mission friled to find the tmrzet, the oll refineries st Tjepoe, TU miles ©. of
dourabaja. OF the 18 plance wilich did, 10 dropped 20 tons of hoobs with
unobserved results, 2 dropped obeut 2 tons on the clty of Soerabmja and the aire-

field ot Tendjoeny Perak and 1 bombod Den Pmser airfield, 5. Bali.
ifh fire onecuntored wae inuccurate and

returned their Lombs to thelr buse.
slizht,.”

1I. U. 5. Subgerine deports

3 planes

A UeSe L3 reports sinkdng 1 4500 ton AK ond damering a 5500 ton
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I. Soutlmmestern Pacific Area

(A) BSolomon Islands

In the Empress Aurusta Bay srem 17 November the Allied perimeter
had been extended to BOOO yards in width mnd 85500 yards in depth. 812 Jups
have been killed and our losses total 117 simoe the landing.

Bafore dewn 17 November Buka was borbarded by an unreported
pumber of DU's despite harassment by Jap planes of which 1 was downed and
ancther probably destroyed. The DD's shelled the runway and revetmont areas
and also reported 2 hite on a 55 off E. Bougainwille. Abourt the same time
4 B-24's, 15 B-Z6's and an unreportod number of night fizhters tombed ond straled
the same target, causing explesions and fires. Also before down 17 Movember
of f Cape Torokina approacling Allled shipping was attacked by & large number of
Jop planes which hit 1 wossel. 2 of the onomy planes were downed. later in
the morning over the Ermpress Augusta Bay aroa an unreported number of Alliled
planes intorcepted 36 Jup fighters, torpedo and dive bombers, destroying 16
of the enemy for loss of 2 F4U's.

During the later mornming 17 WHovember Buka and Fonis were again
attacked by several Allied missionms totolling 24 B-24's, 12 B-2f's, 30 TEF's
and 40 dive Lombers esccrted by 44 fightera. 2 of 4 sirborne Jep planes were
shot down and 1 TBF is risesling.

(B) Marshall end GAlbort Islands

At noon 17 Novomber Tarewa, in the Gllbert Islande, wes roided
by 3 B-24's wrich bombed end strofed the airfleld. Excopt for slizht A/A fire
from tho L. of Dotio Island at the 30 end of the atell there wore no sipne
of life and no Jap alrcroft or shippin: observed. That afterncon Mili, & Jap
base io ihe larshalls, was aitacked by 9 B-24's wileh relessed more than 9°
tons of bombs, sooring hits co the burracks and runway. Thers was no air
interception but A/A fire wes intonse. The U.S. planes suffered no casuslties.
That evening Maloelap, in the Marshalls, was attacked by £ other B-Z4's wilch
hit the target with 1. tons of demolition bombs wnd 270 fragmentation tomblae
A/A firo was modorate but 2 of our plenes were dammged by an unreported nurber
of Jap fighters. Be suffered no casunlties.

(C) New Ireland

The morning of 19 November about 145 milea NNW of Mussau Island
2 Jap CA's and 5 unidentified vessels wore sighted heading 8. by . at 15 knoots.
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(D) Bew Britain !
Early the morning of 17 November Lakunal airfield, Rabaul, was

attecked by 12 HAAF Beauforts, bad weather and mechanical difficulties hawving
forced 11 other Beamuforts to turn baok befors reachins the tarcet. The atlacking
planes roleased noarly 11 tons of bomba. Observatlon of results was -revented
by the heavy smoke. Moderate to ilntense but inmccurate A/A fire was ret. Ile
same doy a Jap bivoumo at T'ide Pay and a wirsloss station at Cape Deechey were
strafed by § RAAF Beaufighters while the Gesmats dump area was hit with 3 tons
of bombs from 11 HWAAF P=40's. The P-40's enoountered moderately intense and
accurate A/A fire, Also on 17 November 7 barges at Garove Island were the tarzet
for s patrolling B-24 which relessed & ton of bombs with unreported results.

(E) MNew Guinea

The nizht of 16 November in ..ald Bay, Mi of Finschhafen, an
enemy barge was sunk by T's. Belore dawn the follow!ng day Lae and Dumpu were
lightly raided by unreported numbers of Jap planes and 5 enemy plenes raldad
Finsoghhafen. There were no casualtiss or demnze reported. The same day in
the Finschhofen area Allled pround forces, supported by aireraft, tanks ond
artiller;, advanced apainet stout Jap resistance to points 1 mile 5. ond 1 mile
E. ol Satelberg. Satelberg was atiascked during the morning by 11 RAAF A-35'as
w-ich dropped 5 tons of bombs on Jap positions N. of the settlement. Hesults
woroe termed exoellont. The some day latelberr wos also hit with about 3 tons
of brrbs from a D-24, the only 1 of 58 which got ghrough sdvarsa weather to
raid the tarpet. Sio was also raided by 2 other heavies of this same group
w.iok dropped more than € tons of bombs. Slo wns also the target for o patrolling
B-2% on reconnalsscnce whi.ch released u ton of bombs with unreported results.
Over .ewak on 17 November 22 P-38's sttecked 30 of (0 - 70 Jap planes in the
alr anc shot cdown 6 and probably destroyed another. 2 P-28's are missing.

(P} N. E. I.

Off Dawslor Island, 5. of the Tanimbars, 17 Eevember a Jap
troop laden sea-truck was attacked by a Duteh 8-26 which released more than
% a ton of bembs from masthead height while eancther B-25 drospod 2 bombs en
& corvette escortify the sea-truck. A/A fire from both targets was inacourate.
Later the seme day the corvette was sunk by 3 Dutch B-25's and 3 RAAF Deoufizhters.
The P-25's released 3 tons of bombs over the vessels while the Boauflightors
heavily strafed it., That night the Kaimana jetty erea and Utarom airficld
were atiacked by 6 RAAF POY's which also strafed small craft off Kaukenau and
Dobo, Uver 7y tons of bembs and incendiaries were dropped on Kmimana and over
tons on Uterom. Large fires were observed after the atteoks. Over Kairana

A fire was slizht and inecourate to acourate and over Utarcm it was slight
and accurate. The same night Manatuto, central N. Portuguese Timor, was reided
by 2 Dutch B-25's whiok dropped a ton of bembs to start fires in the area. 4/A
fire was intense. Before dewn the fol lowing day 20€ B-24's released an unreported
number of bombs and incendiaries over Scerabaja and Scerabaim airfield. The
same plenes bembed an oil refinery at Tjepoe, 70 miles . of Sperabaje and
airfields om 5, Pall. That aftornoon Fak Fak wos reided by 3 B-24's which
sterted fires in Lhe target area.
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I. Southwestern Paoiflc frea

(A) Solomon lslands

The morninz of 16 November Buke wes bombed and heovily strafed
by 4 B-24's snd 20 R-25's. LA nuwber of fires were observed but thore were
no details reportod. The same duy Jap posit.ons ln the Umpress Augusta Bay
oros wers bombed and strafod by 18 SDU's. Later renorts reveal thot of the
8 F4U's wlich strafed Bougeinville 16 November, as previously reported, 2 were
dovwned by Jup A/h fire. The same day all Buka - Bougainville airfields except
Bonis and Fara appeared unserviceable in photographs. Early the next morning
near Kntua, in central Choiseul N. of Bambatana, 17 Japs were attacked by
notive police who killed 8. The remaindor fled, leavinz behind ammun.tion and

aquipment.
(B) GSreemwich (Rapingemerangi) lslend

Greemrich Island was strafed 17 November by a B-24. Little
damace was dons and no serviceable floatplanes were cbeerved.

(C) Marshall mnd Gilbert Islands

Selated reports reveal that ocoincident with the previously ronortod
15 Kovember atteck om Jaluit, Marshall Islands, ¥ili, E. of Jaluit in the some
eroup, and Makin, in the Gilbert Islands, wers atticked by 8 3-24's which
dropned more than 6y tons of bombe on Mili and 4 on Makin, startinz large
fires at Mild where intense A/A fire was encountered. Over Xakin A/A fire was
slight. There wes no oir intercestion over wither terget. The [ollowing
noon Jalult wes sttacked by 16 FB4Y's (presumably) sccompanied by 2 photo
planes (PD4Y's). 12 tons of bombe were dropped and large fires etarted.
Moderate A/h fire was encountersd and 1 of an unreported number cf intercepting
Jap fighters was probably downed. 1 of our planes also droped some bambe
on Kwajalein, i of Jaluit. A/A fire was modercte and there was no interception.
The seme day !mleclap in the Marshalls was attacked by O B-24's which were
forced to jettison their tombs when intercepted by 7 - 16 Jap fighters of wilch
1 was probably downed.

(D) Ellice Islands

Carly the morning of 1B lovember Funafuti was sttacked by 9 - 12
eremy bombers w'lch made individual runs over the target and dropped 70 - B0
Lorbs. 2 of our prounded planes wers destroyed, several were duraged and 1
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pan was killed. A radic stalion was wrecked and Lits were also scored on the
rumway. Ho Jap plene was downed.

(2) ¥ew Ireland

The worning of 16 November off Cape Erkekon a convoy of 2 Jap
AK's, 2 DD's and 2 rorvettos headin: N: et 15 knots was attacked by 3 separata,
low=flyins PRY's, 1 of wiich scored 2 hits on a 6000 ton AX. Intonse ond
socurate A/A fire prevented observatlion of the vossel's sinking vhich was
presumed since o subsequently attucking PDY eighted only § vessels in what
was apparently the same ccovoy. The morning of 18 November 2 Jap CL's were
sighted heading NE about 60 miles i. of Kevieng.

(F) New Guinea

Belated reports reveal 3 more Jap [ightere probably destroyed
in the previously resorted air clesh over T.ewak 10 November and 2 rore Jap
plenes destroyed and 2 probably destroyed during the previcusly reported Jap
reid over Cusap 15 November. Langemak Bay was raided 18 Novermber by o lone
Jap plame. The same dey the NE Huon Peninsule coest from Bonga N. to Kiari
was sttocked by 9 B-26"'s wiich released 8% Lons of bimbs and hoavily strefed
constal villages and trails. Only slight and inmccurats 4/A fire was encountered.
The same day Jap supply dumps and bivouacs on the trail from Bonge to
Satelberp wero attacked by 21 D-25's and 4 B-26's which reported excellent
results after releasing 17 tone of bombas. Alsc on 18 Hovember along the
Bogadiim road enemy trucke were strafed by & P-30's escorted by an unreperted
number of P-40's. Allied ground activity in the Finschhafen area 16 Hovember
consisted of patrolling and shelling.

(0) HoBe I

Over N. B« 1. 18 November Allied air motivit; was limited to
recornolssance.

II. U. 5. Submarine ﬂ.'ﬂl rts

A U.S. 56 reports sinking a 14000 ton AD, a BOOO ton AK and,
by gunfire, a 225 ton salling veseel. Ancther IS reports sinking a Jap
medium AK. \
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1. lputhwestern Paciflc iArea
(A) Solomon Islands

Eahili and Shortland were each raided durinpg the foremcon of

14 NHovember by single B-24's of which 1 is missing. Bsfore dmwn the followlng
day & single A-20 and a single FV ralded Faisi, dectroying o Jap lleatplone
and £ barzes. Later the sem: morning Kara was attacked by £1 JDD's end 26
T0F's escorted by 16 P4U's. 25 tons of bombs hit the airfield damaging A/A
positiono and Installetions. Alse on tle morning of 15 Noverher at Cape
Duganon, ¥ Buka, & small AK was dumaged by 4 U-25's wiloch mlso desiroyed a
Jap berge and some supplles et Leuss, Just W. of linputz Farbor, NE Boupninvills.
it noon 15 Movember 20 unescorted B-24's dropped 57 tons of bomba om Puke with
good results. At the same tize a single B-24 dropped ¥ tons of bembs on
¥ehilli. There wes no air interception and all our plensa returnod safely.
The sere day Matohin Bay and Suka vere strafed by e single P-38 while In
Tonolel Farbor 8 Jap barges wero destroyed, 7 were dmmnged, & small LK wes set
efire and bulldinzs wore left burning after e strofing attack by an unrepcrted
ourber of fipghters. Later reports stute that Ballale, Kehili, Mare snd Buka
eirfields wwere unserviceable 16 November while Ponis was sorviceable. 6 fighter
planes and 3 floatplanes were all the enemy elrcruft obscrved in the Puke -
Bougalnville area that day.

: Early the morning of 16 November Eahili was roided by o P-70
which dropoed over a ton of burbs on supply and persomnel srcas. Slisht a/a
fire wes encountered. Early that afterncom nlons the E. comst of Doupainoville
3 n-26's dropped over £ tons of borbs, destroying 3 enermy barges Y. of Kieta.
Villages from fieta to Tinpute were strafed but no results were observed. A/A
fire wes slipht but acourate end all our plenes suffered minor demage. All
returnod safely however, with no persomnel injured.

(p) Marshall Islends

The afterncon of 16 Noverber Jaluit, Marshall Islonds, was cttacked
by 17 B-24's which took the cnemy base by surprise, neo A/A fire being encounterad
on the first run over the target. 1 AK in the harbor was loft burning and
3 wore possibly dumagod of a total of § AK'c und 1 possible CL cbserved.

*“any [ires were started througlout the sroa. After the first run inellectiva
A/A fire was oncountered.

(C) New Ireland

The morning of 15 November 120 miles N. of Mussau Islend a Z.
bound medium Jap AK - AP was attacked by a B-24. A %ton of bombs wore releasocd
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but no results were rerorted. An escorting enemy PO 99 forth slight and
inacourate A/A fire. The followlng morming off Cape Zrkokom, 5. central MNow
Ireland, o convoy of 2 AK's, 2 DD's end 2 corveties hoading N at 15 kmots
were attacked by o low-Llying I'BY which hit a G000 ton AN with 1 1000 1b.

and 1 250 lb. bomb, ceusing heavy below-deck explosions ferward of the bridgs.
Intense and mccurate A/A [ire proveated cbaervation of the vessels sinking
which was prosumed.

(D) HNew Britain

The night of 14 - 16 Hovember Rabaoul was altacked by 21 RALF
Beauforts whi ch dropped nearly 16 tons of bombe, lneluding 6 2000 1b., on
shinplng, the waterfront and seaplane anchorage. 2 hits were scored on &
8000 ton AP ard the vossel way thereafter observed sinking. Ancther larze
AK was demaged, Moderate to intense, but inaccurate, A/A fire was encountered.
Aboul the sore tire 54 riles N5 of Talasea 1 of 2 5. bound Jap scatrucks was
borbed by « 0-24 wllch dropped & ton of bombs with unreperted results. Slipght
and inaccurcte A/A fire wns met.

(E) MNew Guinea

Barly the morning of 15 November Lasgemak Bay was lneffectively
bombed by o lone Jap plene while Dobodura was bombed by 6 enemy planas. Ko
darape or casualties resulted. Later the sare morning Gusap alrfleld, 20
riles 52 of Jumpu in the Upper Aamu Valley, was attacked by 20 - 30 Jap bombers
covered by the same number of fighters. 2 prounded Allied plones were destroyed
and & nurber of fires started. An unreported number of [-40's intercopted
ond shot down 20 enemy planes and probably 6 more. 2 P-40's were lost. Later
details reveal that the attack on Alexishafen the came day, previcusly reported,
wos oarried out by 31 B-24's covered by 16 P-38's, 78 tons of bombs werc
dro-ped on 1 of the rumways, destroying 1 grounded enemy and sterting lerpe
fires in the fuel dumps. No interception was nttempted by Jap planes. AfA
fire was, for the most part, accurate. At midday 15 Hovember over l.ewak 5
of 16 - 20 Jap fighter planes were downed by 15 P-47's. Also on 15 Neovesber
Sic wes bombed by a single B-24 wrioh released a ton of bombs with unobserved
results, That night 5B of 5ic 2 Y. bouni enemy barges were sunk and 2 rore
probably dameged by PT'ss

The merning of 168 Novomber Jap positions W. of Finschhafen
were attacked by 14 B-25's. Barly reports gave no details. Thal afterncon
about 100 miles ME of .ewsk & hit was scored on & medium Jap AK by a patrolling
B-24 which reported the vessel uppoared to be slnking.

(F}) N. E. 1.

The n of 14 = 15 November Babo airfield was roided by 3 AA'F
IBY'a wiiech dro-nod 45 tons of bombs and incendiaries to destroy 2 prounded
Jup borbers and jrobably 4 more. Large firee in fuel and amrunition dumps were
aleo stacted. Aboul tho same time the villupe of Kalmana was rided by a
sincle TANF “RY which dropped 1) tons of bowbs to start a nusber of fires.
Over Pabo inncourate and slizht A/A fire was encountered.
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1. Southwostern Pacifio Area
(A) Solomon Islanda

Acoording to belated reports, Purunta leland, off Cope Torokina,
wreg roldod by 7 Jap planes the ni-ht of 11 Kovember. 18 Lorhe wore dronped
cevsing some onsualties. Just before midnipht 13 Kovember alout 1 mile off
5. centrnl Shortland Islocd a patrolling PT was hit by an enemy 3" shell
which killed 2 pon and wounded 6 more. s

(3) Gilbert and Marshall Islonds

Late reports revoal that the 14 Nuvember afterncen atteck on
Toerawa, reported in tho Jurmary of 15 Nevembor, was carried ocut by § rather
then 18 D-24's. The other 9 planes went on to attack I11i, in the l&rshall
lslends about 286 miles N. by ', ol Tarawa, where fires and explosions were
ohaerved after 80 demolltion ond fra-montaticn bombs hed boen releceed. There
woe ne alr interception but Leavy A/A fire was encountered. Ve sufferod no
cnsunlties.

(C) Yew Ireland

A 4000 ton Jap .K was anttooked Ly e H-24 1< lovemler Z0E miles

W. of usseu lslocd. No results were reported. lodorately internse and
accurcte A/A fire vwas encountered by the plane. The followins merming in
§t. Gcorge Channel an 8 = 10,000 ton Jap AK, oscorted by 2 corvettes and
hopdinz Il., was aitacked by a low-flyin- PUY which scored a noer miss and

o hit on iLe vessel causing it to be beached noar Cepe irkoken, S. cortral
}:m lrelends Thet nizht stout 10 miles *.. of Cmpe Erkokom, 1 Jap CL, 1.ID
and 1 AP were sighlted heading KT at 16 knots. Very sarly the mrn_inr of
16 i vembor about 15 miles 7. of Kelill & Jup D, 2 escorts and 2 AF's wers
sizkted heading N7 at 20 knots.

(D) New 3ritain

Jefore dewm 14 lovember 40 nmiles NV of lnbeul 3 loerge Jeap AK's
escortad by 2 LL's were siplted jending 5. by L. by a POY. The followine
mornin; photogruphs of Habeul rovenled 3 DI's, 1 DL, 1 AD, 6 52's end 19 AK's
munm—, 83,400 toms. IThlo is a vory low totel for the l.'ﬂ'lﬂ. although
Keravia DJay, where several vessols cre zenorally anchored, wos not photogrophod.
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Tho sams day in the vieinity cf fOaomata 2 ULF Neaufishters Cectroyed 4 amall
anory coastnl eraft in o strafing attack,

(B) Yew Guinea

The morzins of 13 lovomber Finschlmfen was ralded Ly 13 Jap
bombers which released 30 bembs ovor the area with no sucoess. (Another
sourco reports this aeme aitack on 14 Livemben) Thot nicht alenp the iuon
Peninsule coast Lotween Jio and Finselhafen 3 Jap borpes were sunk and
another domaged by PT's. The lellowing [orencon Slo dnmdthe Hurn Peninsula
coast Lo the CE were atlacked by D B-26's which defied wdvorse we: thor to
borb barracks st Sic anc possible Jap barge hideouts, villa~es and Aa
positicns mlens the comst. A/A firo encountered was sli-ht and inaccurato.
Fo res.lts were ronorted. The seme day in the Finschhofen area Allied
artillory continued to hurass small concentrutions of tho enemy. Ko detulls
wera renorted. The followlng noon Alexishofen was Lombed by 19 D-24's
but proliminary recorts gove no detalls.

(F} N. B. 1,

The night of 13 November Scrong wes hit with more thon 3 tons
of tombs from 3 RA/F PBY's while Doela, Ceram, was the target for nearly
4 tons relessed by £ more RAAF PEY's. FPlres wore observed over both tar-ets,
Ite follewing nisht Penfoei, L Dutph Timor, was raided by 4 RAAF A-20's
and 1 Luteh 0-26 which dro- ~p¢d noerly 2, tons of bumbs a.m! incendiarics on
the pirfield starticp & mumbor of ﬁ.rnn in the barracks and revetnont sress.
A fire wne moderately intense and inaccurnte.
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Japansse Naval Activities
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I. Southwestern Pacific Area

(A) Sclomon lslands

Shortly before dawn 13 November S5 miles & of Cmpruss Auruste
Bay an Allied surface foree, the same one previously reported attacked tle ni:ht
of 11 November off Jenonpe Island, was attacked by Jap torpede plones. 1
ship wes demszed and 1 enemy plane was downed by an Allied V. Earl: the
save mornins Bonis was strafed by an unreported number of P-38's which destrored
4 prounded enemy planes and damaved onother wnd probably destrojed a troop
laden Jep barce in Matchin Bay. About the sams time Buke was ralded by &
low=1ying B-25's. No results were reported. Later the seme day Tarlena wos
strefad by 16 P-39's and the Chabal area wes strafed Ly B more. HNo res:lts
ware reported. Also on 13 November 17 D-24's hit Honis with Ll tons ol hborbs,
eoverins the entire target well.

In the Empress Aususta Bay area sround action 13 Mrnvember was
limited to patrol activities. The same day 25 miles S. of Empress purusta Day
a4 Jap medium Lomber was shot down by en Allied patrol plene. Uofore down
14 MNovember an Allled nl;hi:.-fi_r-,htar dropped G bombs cach on Kahili end Shortland.
No JI,»"'A fire was met. Later ME Tousminwille in the Kieta nren was strefed by
4 Allled fishters hut no results were observed. At ncon the seme day Eallele
wos attacked by 48 S0D's and 8 TOF's escorted by 16 P-40's. 30 tcns of bombe
were dropped on the runway and installations with :;ood results. There was no
air interception but A/A fire wus intense. All our plones returned eafely.

The same doy HE of Plve Jap positions were !ombed and strafed by 20 TBF's.
There wee no interception and no A/A fire. All cur plares returned safely.
Tle followln: doy photogrephs showed Fars and Kahili eirfields unlit for
servioce while cbservation of Pallele revealed it also unsorviceable., Fuka ond
Bonls were closed in.

(B) Greemwich (Kapin-amaranpi) Island

The afterncon of 13 Hovember at Greenwich Islund m 0-24 dectroved
b Jap floatplanes, stoartinz some fires and dera~iny instealletions.

() o04lbert Islands
The witernoon of 14 Kovember Tarawa, Jap base in tho @iluort
Islands, was attacked by 18 D-24's which dropped more thas 14 Lons of lLombs

on the rurways, supply and dispersal arcas. 4 lar-e fires wore sterted. OUnly
1 ~rounded enomy plane was obscrved und there was no interception. A/A fire

Py w"ﬁﬁ
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encountered was intense at Clrst but decreased.
(D) Mew Britain

The nizht of 12 = 13 November 20 miles M of Hebaul an unchored
Jap econvey of 11 ships was attocked by a PUY which belleved 1 terpedo hit en
AKX, Bhortly efterwards just off [ aul Island a Jap LU headed N\ was
unsuoccessfully atlocked by the same PRY. Early the mornin-~ of 13 Novomber %
Unnekenau airfield, isbaul, was attacked by & W\F Beauforts which dropped 85
tons of bombs, starting a number of {ires. .t the same tire wnother Beaufort
bombed Tobera with unreported rosults. Owver Vunakanau £light, insceurcte A
fire was met. /t noon the same day Jasmato was altecked Ly 2 N-25's covered
by 18 P=4C's. 135 tons of bunbs were releansed over the airfield end surroundinz
islands. No results were reported. GSlisht to intemse, inaccurcts to mcourate
.!,fﬁ fire was encountered. Very early the follewing meorning ebout 20 miles
N of Robaul s POY reported o hit on a Rabaul - bound Jep ClL.

(8) New Guines

The nights of 11 - 12 loverber off Slo 2 N. bound Jep baur-es
wore sunk Ly PT's. Before dewn 13 hovember 14 P-40's covored by § P=38's
thoroushly strafed both rumways at Alexishafen, starting o number of fires.

1 P=4C is missing. 3 hours later the same turjet was attacked by 57 I-24's
which dropred 1625 tons of Lombs. Larze fires and explosicns resulted. In
coniunction with this atianck Alexishefen and Usdenp were nliscked by 70 low-
f1yinz B-25's wkich dropped mcre than 68 tons of bembs end theroughly shelled
and strafed the target. 4 grounded enery planes were destroyed and olhers
dama-ed. FEits were scored on A/A positions and fires started in fuel dump
areas. A/A fire of all ealibres, running from slisht to intense, inaccurcte
to mccurnte, was encuinterad by both these missions but no anemy planes inter-
gapted. The 5-24's and EBE-26'c were escorted by 48 P-47"g. That afterncon
Sioc wes hit with a ton of bombs from & patrolling B-24 while the coastel
wicinity wae strafed by 4 P=47's covered by 8 mores No results were reported.

(F) ¥. E. I. &

Before dawn 13 November Kaimana was raided by & @ANF PEY's which
hit the waterfrcmt ond shioplng with more than 8 tons of Lombs and inecendinries,
starting larpe fires. A/L fire encounbered was sli-ht and inecourate. At
middey 13 Hovember Keaukwa, Eaukensu mnd the nearly Timika airfield were reided
by 3 D-24's which dropped & ton of bombs on esch tarzet. No rerults were
reported. Over Timika slizht afM inacourste A/A fire was met. Early that
afterncon cff the E. coset of the H. Tanimbur Islands a Jap sea truck was
vnsuceassfully atiacked by a patrolling Duteh U=-26 but 3 hours later the vessel
was sunk Ly 3 Duteh B-25's and & AAF Beaufirhters, the B-25's droppin. nearly
¢ tone of Lunbs from oesthoad hel-ht.

1I. A UsS. Submarine H‘Pﬂm

A U.8. 855 reports probably dmg,in{; an AK § = TOQO tons.

SECRET



DISTRIUTION g

Copy No.
Copy Ho.
Copy No.
BDPF Ho.
Copy Ko.
Cﬂp‘_‘,f Ho.
Copr; No.
Cop:r Ho.
Copy Hos
Copy No.
Eﬂp:,’ Hbi
Copy Ho.

¢ SEGRET

CUMINCH ;
NAVAL AIUEY
F-1 (Mans)
LECHAV
Up=16
Op=1€=FA-1
us JIC

Mip

mp

10 = MID

11 = Op=20=G1
12 = FILE.

1l
2
3
4
5
£
T
8
g

SECHET



e Ri
¥s ShOHET m E-r No. _2 u@ 2 Copleg.

HAVYI PEI'ART ENT N I8 seguesied Dhal T dicument &
Office of the Chief of Navel Operations . ... .. J jid
| AASHINGTON Bias g et el (0 Ee medRume it

Aul by plaved 0 any gemral frie

J Naval Activities
Surmary as E U500, I November 19L3 |

I. Southwestern 'acific Area

() Solomen Islands

Late the night of 11 Noverbher 5. of Oanonga Island an Allied
task lorce was attackdd by 7 Jap floatplanes and medivm hombera of
which 1 plane was downed. 1 of the enemy planes released a torpedo
but the rest a parently rotired sithout Laking any offensive actlon,
The saré night 2 Jap barpes were driven back into Choiseul Bay by L
PT's which lost contact, The following morning Tarlena, “atchin Bay
area of N. Bougainville, was attackedly 18 R-25's with excellont re-
siults., That aftarncon Kara was attacked by LS SPN's and 27 THF ‘s
under escort of 10 Flil's. 20 hits were rcported on the runway and
nurerocus {ires were also started, There was no interception and no
A/A fire., Eater the same afterncon Bonis alrfield was strafed by B
P=38's which also strafed Nf, Bougainville tarpgets and Filota Harbor
on their return flight. The ground sitvation 12 November in the Cape
Torokina eres found ['.5. rarines advancing LOO yards towards the Piva
River against Jap resistance. About 70 Japs were reported killed and
about the same nu~ber wounded. The sameday 21l Bougainville airfields
except Bonie were reported unsarviceable.

(B) Ellice Islarda

Thursday night Nenomea, M. Kllice Islands, was attacked by 2
groups totalling 12 Ja; bormbers, . bout 60 homba were dropped starting
some fires, killing 1 ran and wounding 2. A/A fire downed 1 of the
enemy planes. Late the night of 13 November Funafvtl was ralded hy &
Jap plares which drop, ed 2L-36 bembs, 3 grounded planes and a fuel
dump were destroved and the radlo statlon dacaged. 2 ren were wounded,

{C) New Irsland
About noon 1% Kovember &0 miles M. of “ussau Island an enemy
AK in a 6 vessel convoy was damaged a near miss scored by a D-2L,
Eerly in the morning of 12 Movember miles 5. of Kavieng & protable

Jap CA, 3 TD's and 3 AK's in ‘onvoy were sighted heading N¥. [Later in
the day 150 miles further N#. the AK's and the " 's were attacked by
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2 p-2l's which scored 2 near risses to dacage 1 of Lhe AK's. Aboot the
same timo in Lhe ssme grea a S. tound convoy, consleling of 3 Il''a, 3
medivm A¥'s and 1 A" were oighted, TFarly the followiny afterncon just
N, of Yussm: 1 Ch and 2 vnicdentified vessels ware sighted heading Ni.
by nn patrol plone. The oace plane sighted 3 other vesscls heading NI.
just %, of ‘ussau tut an attumpt to attack was thwarted hy B intercep-
ting Jap rizhters, Very early the rorninm of 1L November about 20 miles
7. of Kalill, 1 A0, 3 AX's ard on suxiliary heading WNW. were attacked
by a patrolling plare which rcported a dircet hit on a large AN,

(D) New Britain

Fhotographs the lorcnoon of 12 Noverher at Rabaul rlsclosed 2
IT:'s of wnich 1 was damaged; 1 AD; 5 55's, and 110,000 tona of rerchant
shipping of ahdch L0,000 tons were damaged. In the harbor were 26
floatplanes #hile on | airfields in the area there were 50 plenes,

(E) MNew Guinea

The night of 10-11 November 20 riles M, of Finachhafecn 3 5.
bovnd Jap barges were sink by I'T's. The next day 10 A-20's escorted
by 15 P=39's bombed and strafed the Wi. Huon Penlnsula. The attack
glanes dropped § tens of honhs on coastal villages, starting a nusber
of fires and destroying 6 enemy barges. Accurate A/A fire was encounte
ered, The saneday Kiarl, Jap barge center 15 rmiles i. of 5io, #as at-
tacked by 11 B-25's and 6 B-26's which dropped over 22 fona of bombs
ard incendiaries starting a nusber of flres in mullfing and supply
areas. The same day in the Finschhafen nnd Ramn Valley arsas Allled
ground patrols were reported active,

(F) N.E.I,

The night of 11 November Arbon was raided by 5 B-2li's which
dropped over 9 tons of horbs ard incendlaries on the barracks area
starting a number of large fires. 3 Jap fiphters unsvccess{ully at-
Lesptaed irtercepiion. ‘A fire encountered was alight and dinaceowrate.
Abort the sase time Namlea, MF. Poeroe Island, was raided by ] F¥'s
which dropped LY tons of tombs and incendinries with unobserved rearlta.
Light A/A fire was encointered. Larly Lhe following rorning Scerabaja
was attacked by 12 D-2L's whith drop ed pore than 22 tons of homha and
incendiaries, starting a nurher of Tires. Slight and inaccurate A/A
fires of all calltres was encountered. Fossibly as rany as 5 Jap planes
were in the alr over the tarpet hut no interception was rcported.
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Farly the rorning of 12 Moverher Paruin was attacked by §
Jap planes which cauvsed sore farage to the town area. 2 of the enemy
were domned by the 11 Spitfires whlch intercepted,

Iis U, 5. Submarine Reports

A U.5. -5 reports probably sinking a large Jap AX and damaging

another. Another U,5. 55 reports prohably sinding an AC.

R. A. Boone.
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Ja g8 Navel Activities

Sumrmary s o i «ovembor 1943,

I. Southwestern [soifio Area

(L) Solemon Islends

During the encounters of 6 = 9 lovember in the Emprecz juzusta
Bay arca 300 Japs were killed.

The afterncon of 11 Novenber 4 forces of Jepanese anireralt
attacked our cerrier task foroo off ... Fousninville. The Jep forco wes inter-
eonted 110 miles from our vessels end only 2U dive-Lombers ~ot throush te
ailack but no hite or damasze res:lted to our CV's. At 1410l another roid was
mede and a near miss was scored on o CV but no dome-e rosulted, 16 Jap
tor;eco~borbers made the ¥rd atteck on our surfuce units and 3 toroedo tracks
were soon but no vessels wore hit. A 4th ettaok of 10 = 16 Jap borbars wes
interce-ted and no planss sot threush to attack. In the 4 ralds a total of
06 Jop plance (32 dive-bombers, 27 torpedo-bombors, 2 medium Lumbore and 3
I‘iﬁtﬂrn} wore dostroyed. Uhis is reported as & consorvetive estlmate and
does not inolude planes destro;ed by lond~bosed [f-hters. Jur operaticnsl
anc corbet losses from carrier units total 1 dive-bomber and 2 torpedo-hombers.
Cesualties on the vesaels totalled 10 slightly woundaed,

The samo doy 3 D-26's covered by Fél's borbed and strafed tle
Yatohin Bay erea. 4 barpes were also atbacked by our fl-hters.

{B) New Ireland = New Dritain

it poon 11 lowvenmber 3 enemy Til's and 3 AP's were sipited GO npiles
N. of Yussau lsland headinz 5. The evening of the core day & 3-24 on reconnaise
sence sltacked but failed to hit a Jep CA enu LD 30 miles S of ieviens,
Habaul airfields and ehipping in the harber were reavily altocked 11 November
by large forces of U.L. planes. The first attack was by 4 Boauforts w ich
reided Vunolenau scoring hits in the dispersul acreas. Ped recthor lorced wll
but 13 B-24's to return to Lose Lut the 13 hoavy borbers dropped over 25 tons
of lizht borbs on Lokunai airfield cousing fires nn: 1 larce exslosion. 42
B-24's attecked shipping on Simpson's larbor later in the rorning and altheush
no hite wo-e claimed 6 of 12 - 15 enemy interceptins planes were shet down.
2 of our plance were losi but the crews are sufe. This attack wes followed
at LICOL by 25 T0F's end 21 10D's escorted by 55 FEF's. A Jap U was directly
by 2 1000 lb. bombe and 2 probuble torpedocs hit. liear misses and poscible
torpedo hits wore scored on mther T7'g. 50 = 40 planes attempted %
of wlleh 1 - 2 was dostroyed. .e lost 1 THF. npi. further ra'mr::: ;;}ag:g;“
Prisbane that an mdéit onal 61 JED's ond €6 TBF's vith 71 fis!tors also attecked
shizping et Rabaul, This report elaimed total enomy losses for the doy as 1
CL, oné 2 DD's sunk, 1 CL end 11 Di's daraced and 31 onexy planes shot dowm
while our losses for the de: totalled 12 plenes,
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(¢) low Guinca

during the afterncon of 10 loverbor 10 A-20's bLombed cnd slrofed
Alexishalfen from a low altitude. A total of 22 enemy plenes were seon
disporsod on the 2 airfielde of which 1 bomber was destroyed and 5§ dther
airoraft cema-ed by strafing. The {bllowing morning 10 '=33's ageln strofed

Alexishafen and a Jap light bomber in the air wos shob down.
(D) H. E. 1.

un 11 lovenmber 4 Cotalinas Lombed Babo ocausing fires end explosions.

8 Deaufipghters attamoked SHeloru ailrfield wund villeges in ke Tenimbar lsl-nds
sousing fires. A Luteoh D-25 bombed the %:issel Lekes uwrea and a A'F leaulort
tho seme day shot down an enemy [loatplone 7O miles 50 of Caps Volsch.
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Japanose MNaval Activities
Summary as of DOUU, 12 November 1943

I. Southwestern Pacifie Area
(A) Solomon Islands

Balated reports indloate that on 8 November Kahili wes raided by
a single Allied B-24 which dropped 20 fregmentation clusters with uncbserved
results and that Jap positioos near the Larumn River mouth wore bombad and
strafed by 17 SED's and 12 TEF's. The morning of 10 November Dulm and Bonin
airfislds were attacked by 56 S5ED's end 354 TEF's under esoort of &1 fishtera.
Barly reports indicate a probable mmunition dump sxploded and & mumber of
fires started. Both rumways were rondered wnfit for use. 1 SBD is missing.
Later the sams morning Pallale was ntiacksd by 12 unescorted B-26's wilch droppad
more then 17 tons of bombe, sooring hite on the rumway. A/A fire was not
intense. Abovt the same time 1l more unescorted B-ZE'z dropped more than 14
tons of bombs on Kara, starting large fires in the rumway area. No A/A firn
was sncountersd and all our planes returned safely. Both Eare and Ballale wers
unfit for service after thees nttacks.

The sama day along the Flva and Jebe Rivers in the Empress Aupuela
Bay area Jap positions were bombed annd strafed by 17 SBD's and 12 VAF'a
cooperating with Allied ground forees in the arem. The plenss reloased about
23 tons of bombs starting a pumber of fires at the mouth of the Jeba and
destroying half of Pive village. That afterncon Io Matchin Bay & 200 foot AT
was sunk by 3 unescorted B-25"s whlch aleso eank 2 barges. Intense and acournte
A/A fire damaged 1 plane but all returned safely. The same day Piva was
ocoupled without ineident by Allled ground trocpe who captured considersblo
squipment. Allied patrols to the Laruma River und to the K. pot no Jap
oppesiticn.

(m 11 Hovembor all enemy mirfields in the Buka - Bougaiowille arsa
wers reported unserviceable. The same day, with the landlng of the ¥rd Bcholen,
Allled pround [orces at Cape Torokinae totalled 25,700 mez while on Tremsury
Inland, with the landing of the 4th Echelon, the Allies had 7,700 mon. « Im
addition 19,000 tons of equipment had been landed at% Torokine and 5,800 tons
at Treasury.

(B) Hew Ireland

8§ November photogrephs revealed 1% light bombere, 16 Clghters,
15 medium bombers end 7 floatplanes at Eevieng. The sarme day 27 miles W, of
Musseu 2 Jap AK's and 2 PC's were sightod heading Wi by N. 1 AR eppeared to
have a deck carzo. That night 47 miles SW of Eavlenp a Jup DD was suni by ¢
B-24's which rlfl-llid 3 1000 1b. bombe from 260 feet. The same hombars slsc
sighted another lone DD headed 357 off the Wi tip of the Gazelle Punin‘y
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At sddday 12 November 73 miles &0 of Cape Mantanalem, Now Hancver,
1 BB, 1CA, 1 CL, € DD's and 1 unidentifled warship were reported hoeding MW
by = patrolling Allied plane which, a short while later, reported a ¥ vesasl
convoy heading ESE about 136 miles 5 of Cape Matanslem.

(Bew Britaim).

(C) Yew Britain

Barly the morning of 9 November Rapopo alrfleld was ralded by
4 RAAF Deauforts whils 5 more Beauforts released I torpedoes against Ihip{ing
in the harbor, probably hitting an enemy CL. The sirfleld was hit with 3 tona
of bombs and the target was reported well covered. Acourate and inaccurate
A/A fire of all calibres was met. Those 2 raids wers in addition %o the
previously reported attack the same morning on Vunakanau airfield by 9 RAAF
Esauforts. The same morning W. of Rein Bay a patrolling B-24 set 1L of 2 Jap
sea trucks and 2 barges afire in a strafing attack. Thet afterncon Unsmata
was attacked by 16 F-40's. The dump areas were the target but no details wera
reported. That night Vunakanau was hit again, 5 RAAF Beauforte relecaing
more than 2 tons of bombs with unreported results. A/A fire was nlight and
insscurate.

Barly the morning of 10 Fovember Lakumai eirfield was ettacked
by 12 B-24's 10 of which released 22 tons of bormbs over the turget. -
explosions and 3 fires wore cbserved. A/A fire from the store and harbor
shi-ping was intense mnd 3 enemy night fighters intercepted. 1 B-24 is missing.
The ssme day buildinge on Garove Island were hit with e ton of bombs from a
patrolling B-24. No results were regorted, A/A fire was slight and ipaccurate.
That night 560 miles HW by N. of Rabaul 2 Jap AP's und 1 DD ware sighted
heading V.

(D) YNew Guinea

The night of 8 - 9 Hovember near Sio a large beaohsd Jap barge
was destroyed by Allied PT's. The 3 laden barges pruviously reported sunk
the night of 8 November in Vitlas Stralt are now revealed to have Leen sunk
the night of § Hovember. The PT's which made the attack were inefTectively
ralded by an unreported number of Jap planea.

At noon 10 November Alexishafen was sttacked by 22 B-26"s escorted
bty an unreported mumber of P-47'e. 16 of the low-flylng plemes dropped ovar
7 tons of bombe on the airfield, destroying a grounded Jap fighter plans and
damaged 2 more. A/A positions, warshouses and s jetty vere also wrocked.
Intense J.ﬂ. fire, ranging from inacourate to mcourate, was sncountered but all
our planea returned safely. The same day over Lae 12 Jep fighters were Inter-
copted by 16 P=38's and in the onsulns spgagement 3 of the envmy wors downed
and another was probably destroyed.

(E) ¥H.E. 1.

About midnight 9 Hovember Scerabaja, Jave, was altacked by 14
B-24's. 11 of the planes dropped more than 26 tons of bombo throush heawy
olouds which prevented observation of the results. S1izht and inacourste A/A
fire was encountered.
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1. GSouthwestern Pacific Area
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(L) Solomon Islands

4Yglated reports rovealed that the ampress Au-usto Eny orea was
atincked the nizht of 6 Novexbor by Jap planos which dropped 50 horbs., o
details were forthooming.

Further detualls of 8 Novembar air patrol olashes over the
Empress fu-uste Day area indicato that 3 more Jop dlve-bombers and 1 more Jop
rirhter were destroyed and 3 more Jap dive-bombers probably deztroyed ralsing
the totnl number of enermy plancs downed Lo 26 and the probuhbles to 7. Our
losses were incremsed to 7.

Bollele was attacked D Novermber by 36 SOU's and 18 18F's escorted
by fighters. 34 tons of bombs woere dronped on tho rumnway and i/A pesitions
rosultiny in the explosion of an ommunition dump and startin= 3 fires. The
same day Kors was hit with 33 tons of Lorbs released by 53 S3D's and 17 T2F'e
esoorted by fichters which olso strafed the Shortlends arca. /Mlso on 9 Neverber
Jap positicns N. of Empress Aupusta Boy werce bombed and strufed Ly 6 8-25's
with unobserved results while an unreported mumber of 3-26's elso strafed Jep
bivcune aroas at Muke. The seme day ell ememy nirfields in tho Suka = Hou=
geinville oroa were rowrted unserviceable oxeept Bonis, Alsc on & lovember
anemy positions on the U.. coast of Cholsoul wore strefed by 2 Allied PI's with
unchserved results. .

(B) New lrelend

8 miles Vi, of Musseu leland on 9 Nuvember e 10,000 tom Jap 4K
was sunk by a B-24 which scored 1 direct hit and £ nesr misses with 3 1000 1b.
borbs, Intense and inscourate i/h fire wos encountersd. The sume day B5
miles ¥\ of Mussou a B=24 roleased a ton of bombs over a medium Jop AX in
convoy but no results wore reported. At ncon 9 November 50 miles LK of
Tussau & Jap [D and £ AK's were sizhted heading N. while ubout the same timo
off ".« New Hanover 1 CL, 3 DI"s onnd E AK's wore siphted heading E. Late that
nizkt 356 milee SE of Dymul Island 2 CL's, & LD and 4 othor vessels wore cifhted
heading SE.

(C) Mew Britain

Late the night of B November 14 miles N. of Rein Bay 2 lerge
Jap barpes were strafed with uncbeerved results by o FRY which nlso dropped
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e ton of bombs while an hour later about 110 miles WKV of Habaul 2 2K'e, 1 DD
and 1 PC headed SE by 5. were unsuccessfully atiacked by another 197,

Yory early @ Kovember Vunakanau airfidld, Rabaul, wes ettacked
by 9 RALF Peauforts, 7 of which hit the dis-orsal areas with more than 5 tons
of berba. 2 otler planos hawe not yet reported. Hesults were termed excoellent
ond a small amrmnition dump was believed destroyed. Intemse A/A fire was
encountered. Later the same morning alony; the const in the Rein Bay ares
9 7-25's borbed and strofod 2 larze Jap bLerces and 3 lu~gers, destroyin- the
latter, and also knooked out en A/A position and set e fuel dump efire. From
o minimum altitude more than B} tons of Lombs were dropped. Acourste A/4 [ro
wns eccountered. [Photosraphs 9 November of the Aubuul area revouled 1 daro-ed
CA, 1 CL, 3 ID's of which 1 was damagzed, 1 damaged AD, 2 %3's and B AK's of
which 7 were probubly domaged. In addition § probable Jap werships were observed
headinz i. off Cape Oagelle. On three airfields = Vumnkenau, Lakunai and Tobora -
woro 142 fi-liters, 20 modium borbers and 18 1i-ht-hombers. Fhote~rerhs the
followin=~ doy rovealod 1 CL, 4 (D's, 3 45'0 and 3 AK's in additicn to the
vossels photorrophed 9 November and the air strongth was belicved to have beon
inorensod to 1B0 fi-hters, 20 medium Lombers, 21 lizht bombers erd 32 floatplanes,

(D) HNew Guines

The nizht of & Novenmber in Vitiag Ltrait 4 5. bound Jup bar-es were
sunk by Allied I'T's. The following morning Meoxishafen was aitacked by 11
4=20"s ond b P=47's. The A-i0's dropped 11 tons of Lunbe on the rumvay and
disporsal area while the P-47's strafed the target. A/A posltions, hanpars
and buildin=s were hit and 12 zrounded sircraft were reported deiiroyed, Unly
innccurate A/A fire was encountered. After the attack the 1. lwon Peninsula
coast, from Lio to Fortification Polnt, was sirafed by the returning 2=d7's.
do results were observed. Chortly thereafter Alexishafen wes again oitacked.
This iimo 36 low-flying 0-25's covered by 24 Pe38's dropped over 12 Lons of Lombs
on the tarpet and shelled and strafed it as well. Fires were storled in fuel
dumps, 9 grounded airoraft were dostroyed and othors were deme-ed, n fuol
truck wes domolisted and o number of cther larpge fires were started. 25 Jon
fizkters interoepted end ol these 14 were destroyed and 2 more probably destroyed
by the P-38'z. 3 of our fighters are rissing. A/A fires of all calibres wns
encountered., The seme morning over ladzab 12 Jep fizhter planes were encaced
by 8 P=-40's and 4 P-39's which destroyod 3 of the enemy and darnrod unother.
1 P=40 vas domaged. ilso on @ Kevermber Allled artillery and patrols were notive
N. of Finschhafen.

(8) ¥. E. 1.

Over l...l. 9 Vovember /llied air notivity was conflned to
recomnoissence lishts.
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Ja o8 Haval Activitles al fife,
SBumrary as of UBLU, iU November 1943.

1. Southwestern Paoiflc Area

IR

(A) Solomon Ielands

e e

[ At noon T November 21 B-24's bombed Buka. No interception was
met. That afterncon the Atsinima Bay - Laruma Hiver area a mile or so N. of
Cepe Torokina, 5% Bougainville, snd scene of the previously repcrted Jap troop
landing earlier the same day, wes bombed and atrafed by 4 SED'e and 3 FV's
escorted by 24 fighters. The targets were reported well covered. These attacks
on 5% Bougainville targets were in addition to the previously reported bombing
of the area by 8 B-26's. The same day Jap gun positions, blvoumcs and supply
dumps in the Jaba River area, SE of Cape Torokina, were bombed anc strafed by
18 SED's and 14 TBF'a.

The morning of 8 November over Duke 7 F4U's, which had escorted
the B-26's on the prevlously reportsd attack on Kieta, downed a Jap medium bomber
and elso strafed the area, wrecking & grounded enemy fighter plane. During the
day over the Empress Augusta Bay arsa Allied fiphter patrole intercepted 20
Jap dive-bombers escorted by 40 fighters shotins dowm 10 enemy bombers and 12
fipghters and probably destroying 4 more [ighters. Our losses were £ P-40's,

1 F4U and 1 P-38. Aleo on 8 November 2 Allied AP's sulfered some slight damage
when attacked by Jap dive bombers after Echelon 2A had been lended. Cur pround
foroces in the sroa believe that half of the estimated 300 Jeps who lended on
thelr left flank 7 and 8 November huve been killed. 50 or 60 of our force have
been wounded. The Allied poeition ls reported satisfactory. Om Treasury Island
8 November i a mile . of Soanotalu, Allied ground forces slirinated 10 - 12
Japs hiding in the cave and also captured equipment. That night in the same
area an LCT was bombed by Jap planes but no details were reported.

At Cape Torckima construction of an Allied rumway was begun §

| Hovember with completlon seheduled in about a month.

(B) Oreemwioh ;I&ﬂgﬁwiz Island

Near Greemwich lsland § Fovember 1 of § intercepting floatplanes
was- destroyed mnd another was probably destroyed by a B-2¢ from Cuadalosnal.

(C) New Ireland

The night of 7 Fovember a patrolling PBY sighted 1 AK and 1 0D
heading 5 in St. George Channel. Before dowm the following dey off 5V Mussau
Ieland 2 AK's and 2 esoorts were unsuccessfully attacked by a patrolling B-24
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and about noon 90 milos NI of Mussau § Jap Al''s wnd 3 escorts wore si-hted
heading 5. Also on 8 Kovember 136 =diles WE of Mussau & medium Jap AK was
attacked by n D-24. No results were reported alter the plane dropped & ton
of bombs.

() New Britain

On & Hovember a B-24 dropped « ton of bombs on an A/A position
on Garove Island, cauelng a heavy explosion and & {ire, lnaccurate A/A fire
wes encountered. lhot nisht et ide Pay o patrolling I'BY dropped a 3 & ton
of borbs to destroy a jotty.

(¥) Few Guinea

Accordins to midday photographs § November the 4 airlields in the
~ewak area held a total of 96 onemy plones. The fellewiagz morning no Jap
alreraft wero cbserved at Alexishafen. The evoning of 7 November off Hanssa
Bey a Jap sea truck filled with an estimnted numbe- of 200 troops was seen
eprroacllns fromthe K. Abcit midnisht ithe sume rizht Loe was twice inefloct-
ively ralded by high flyin: Jop plenss. In the Finschhafen sree B Yoverbor

| Jop nceilions were shelled by Allied artillery while ground forces made some
{ odveance about 3 miles V., of [eldsbach. Alr activity in the aren the sume day
was handleapped by edverse weather.

(F)} M Bs 1l

The night of 7 llovember 4 RULF I'BY's dropped over § tons of berbs
and incendlaries on the Arbon watlerfromt area startlng e number of firos,
Intense A/A fire was encountered. The ettacking planes reported 1 ca, 2 DD's
and 2 AK's in the harber. The following morning just Ui of Keimana & B-24
gcored a hit on 1 of 2 small AK's. 2 Jop fighter plones attempled interception
ond inaccurate A/A fire from the vessols was encountered, Thot noon off
Seroen Island, about 120 miles K of Solaru in the Toanimbur Islands, a lutch
B-25 damaged a small coustal vessel,

1I. U. 5. Submarine deports

A U.5, L5 reports sinkin- an entire Jap convey of 2 10,000 ton
AD's, 2 IK's, 1 large AP and 1 unidentified ship. Another o5 renoris domosdng
on A0 while m third reports possibly dameping an AK,
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Ja so Haval Activities
Surmary as o 2 r 1943,

I. GSouthwestern Paolfloc Area

(A) Solomon Islands

The forenoon of 4 November Fahill was attacked by 067 SBD's and
19 TBF'a under fighter escort. Hits were scored throughout the arca. 1 THF
was downed by A/A fire and 3 6BD's and 1 THF were daraged. No Jap plones
intercepted. Followlng this attack the fighter escort strafed s number of
smnll oraft and villages in N. Bougainville. Ths same day Mlied fighters
patrolling the Empress Augusta Bay area strafed smell oraft ¥E and NW-Bou-
gainville. The following afternoon £ Jap planes ineffectively bombod the Munda
eren, New Georpgla.

Early the morning of 6 November about EQ miles Wi of Cape Henpan,
Buka, 2 Jap AK'®s mnd 1 UD were sightad by Allled aircraft and that nizht about
B0 miles WX of Buke Passage 5 Snemy DD's were cbeserved. Also thet nizht an
unreported number of Allled amphiblous craft between Tressury Islands and Erpress
Augusta Bay wers aitacked by 20 Jap dive-bombers of which & were downed. The
afterncon of 6 November off SE Santa Isabel a Jap fighter plane was destroyed
by € P-38's. About midnight € November 40 miles 5§ of Buka Pussage o Jap CL
or DD was probably hit by a torpedo launched by 1 of 4 RAAF Beauforts. About
the same time 2 CL's and 6 DD"s were sighted 20 miles further SE headed 5.
Later 1 of these DD's was hit when 8 RAAF Bewuforts attacked the force off
Empress Augusta Bey. A near miss was scored on another.

Early Sunday morning about 20 barse loads of Jap troops ware
landed on the Allied left flank in the Cape Torokina area. Midday photographs
the same day revealed Kieta, Kara, Kahlll and Ballale rumways unserviceahls
while that at Donls wos obsoured by oclouds. That afterncen Atelnime Bay, about
12 miles ¥V of Cape Torckioa, was attecked by 8 B-25's which dropped over 7
tons of bombs on the beaoh area and 4 enemy barges. HNo results wore observed.
The followlng morning 8 B-25's bombed and strafed Eiete with uncbserved results.
9 tons of bombe wore dropped. Jl.,rfl fire was slight and no enemy plenss intercepted.
The seme daythe Atsinima Bay area was bombed by 5 FV's. No results wore cheorved.

(B) Ontong Jave (Lord Howe) Island

Early 9 Noverber about 90 nmiles BE of Ontong Juva 4 unidentified
vesgels headed E. Ly 5. were attacked by en Allied plane. Xo detnils ware
raported.

(c} Greemwich (KEa amAran Island

The evening of 4 November 146 miles Y. of Greemwich Islend 3 AX's

T # »
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3 DD's were attacked by a B=24 with unobeerved results. A few hours later
miles S. of Oreemwioh Island another Allied patrol plane sighted 1 cruiser
2 DD's.

(D) Hew Ireland

Very early the morning of 6 Hovember about B0 milea 5 by & of
¥ew Hanover Allied alroraft sighted 2 Jap erulsers heading NE by E at 10 kmots.
Later the same morning a Jap DD heading N. ebout £5 miles W. of New Haoover wes
unsuccessfully attacked by an illied plape. About noom the followling day
approximately 136 miles WV of Mussau Island & Jap convoy of § vessels was sighted
hoaded 55W, The morning of B liovember about 3756 milea N7 of Kavienp a Jap ©
vessel convoy, reported 400 mlles NNS of Lorongau on @ November, wes slghted
heading at 10 knots. Bafore noon of 9 November about 7O miles &. of NaMateoai,
B 6000 ton Jap AK's wore sighted heading H. by W. BHarly that efterncon about
120 miles WY of Eevieng 1 CL, 3 DD's, 2 6000 ton AK's and 1 3000 ton AX werae
sighted headinz E. st 15 knots.

{E} New Britain

About noon 7 November Hapopo airflsld, Rabaul, wes etitacked by
25 B-24's escorted by 75 P-38's. Morew then 83 tons of bombs started fires,
wrocked installations and destroyed at least 12 grounded alroraft. 61 80
intercepting Jup planes 23 were destroyed by Allied plenes and 8 others were
probably destroyed. 6 P-38's are rissing.

(F) New Guinea

The night of 6 November 3 miles N. of Blucher Point 2 Jap 55's were
believed hit by attasking PT's which reported nc details.

At daybreak T November Nadzab was attacked by U Jap bombara
esoorted by 10 fighters. GSome casualties resulted and 2 grounded P-337s weras
dastroyed and others damaged. 7 Jap bombers and 2 fighters were destroyed and
2 bombers and 3 fighters were probably destroyed by inmtercepting P-30's. 1
P=39 orash landed. Over Saidor the retiring Japs were intercapted by 4 P-4T's
which shot down 4 more enmemy fighters. About the same time over Finschhalen
4 of 20 Jap fighters encountersd by an Allied patrol were doastroyed and &
more fell to the fighter escort of an uncompleted Allied rald om iiewgk. That
afternoon 4 Jap fighter planss strafed Beoa Bena with little success ond cver
Madang B P-40's destroyed 3, and probably destroyed another, of € Jap fighters.

(@) M. E. 1.

Allied air mctivity over N. E. I. was limited toc reccnnaiseance.

B+ A: Boone.
=3 Soe scatt
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KAVY DEPARTMENT
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Pluved 1y any vengral yifg,

Je sa Naval Activities
Summary as ol UBOU, § November 1943.

1. Southwestern Pacific Area

(A} Sclomon Islands

The morning of 5 November 8 B-25's attmcked enemy shipping off
NE Bougainville. In the general vielnity of Kieta m 300 foot AK was sat allre,
a 160 foot AK exploded, s 100 foot AE was dumaged and several barges were sirafed,
The same planes dropped 2} tons of bombs on Kieta airfield and slso sbrafed
'+ area from low-lsvel. Firrs broke out in the bivouse area.
The morning of 8 November off S8 Buke direct hits from low-{lying
s=-26"a escorted by P4U's sank a 150 foot and a 300 foot AK sald to oo londed
with A/A ammunition, and & 125 foot corvetts. After the attamck, U Jep planes
intercepted. 1 wos destroyed. All our bombers suffered some damage. The [ighter
sscort downed a Jap medium bomber off Cepe Moltke, W. Bougainvllla. An hour
or g0 later the same morning 2 Jap barges in Tinputs Harbor, NWE EBougsinville,
wore sunk by a B-25 which alsc attacked Kieta with unobserved results. Ihat
aftorncon 50 of Buka 5 AK's and 2 barges were sunk by & B-26's wiich also strafed
20 to 26 barges off Chabai, Matohin Bay, where intense A/A firs was sncountered.
Also on 6 November Eara wes twlce attamcked. It noon 4¢ 5BD's
and 17 TBF's covered by 32 fighters hit the rumwsy, A/A positions ardthe mearty
Ares. .\ﬂu fire met was slight but 1 SBD ie miseing. The escorting Tightera
set 6 Jap barges afire in the general area. 15 minutes after this ettack 24
B=26's hit Kars with excellent results. Aght A/A fire was encountersd. About
the same time Donis rurmay was attacked by an unreported number of B-24'z and
an early report inmdicates that the mttack was successful. The swms day [ighters
patrolling Empress Augusta Bay strafed Eleta runwey and installetions at Mabirdi,
N. of Kieta, with unobserved results. Early the followlng mornipp ebout 30 |
miles W, of Fuka Pessage 1 CA and £ AK'a wore sighted heading E. by W.

(B) Greemwich Island (Eepingemarangi)

At Gresowlch leland 6 November a small AK or tender In the Lagoom
wae strafed by a B-24. Intercepticno wes unsuccessfully attempted Ly a single
enemy f{loatplane.

{C) New Ireland

Early the morning of 6 Novesber 400 miles WY by N. of Lorengau,
Admiralty Islands, 4 AK's, 2 DD's and 2 [C's were sighted heading 5. That
afterncon 80 miles NX of Mussau lsland 3 CL's and a DD heading N wore unauccess-
fully attacked by a B-24, and that night 20 miles SE of Cape Gt. Georze a
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patrolling PEY sighted 3 DD's hedfing E.
(D) New Britain

16 P-40's dropped nearly 4 tons of bombs on the dump i rees at
Gasmata 6 November. MNo results wors reported. In aceurste A/A fire wes
sncountered.

(E) Wew Guinea

The night of 6 Hovembar a single Jep plane lneffbotlve .y relded
Jumpu while 3 to 4 more enemy plenes did no better in an attack cu the
Finschhafen nres. The following mormning 10 Jap bombers covered Ly 10 fighters
attooked the Nadreb airfield, dameping some grounded places and causing some
casualties. 1 P-39 is host. That afterncon a rumway about Z0 miles SE of
Dumpu was strafed by 4 ememy fightera. 1 grounded plone was deatroyod ecd others
demaged. The sare day n B-24 dropped a ton of bombs om Sie. Reculin were
onlled excellent,

(F) N.E.Il.

The night of § November 3 RAAF PBY's droppsd 3 tons ol bomba snd
inoendiariess on barracks and supply dump at Ambon, starting e ourosr of firea,
while ancther PRY dropped a ton of bombs on Saumlaki in the Tanlmber Ilslends.
Over Ambom, slight but insccurats A/A fire wes encountered. The Ivllowing
nvon 76 miles M\ of the Tanimbar Islmds & Uutch B~25 scored 2 near risaes on
2 Jap sen trucks. That afternccn B RALF Desulighters raided Selesu, in the
Tanimbar lslands, dropping 3/4 of & ton of bombs on the airfield and village
and strafing 4 small troop laden oreft in the vicinity. Immeccurets /A fire
was encourtered. !
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tor, 5-3-
- mﬁﬁ"' " (November 6, 1943)
RESUME
NAVAL
(1) The 5.8, GLEN POOL sailed from Cartagonn, Colombia on November 3rd

RUSSTA
(1)

EURCFE
(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

AFRICA
(1)

JAR EAST

(1)

(2)

(3)

8t 7 pe ma, n8 Harold Griffiths, the new master, only toock somannd
on the 3rd,

Foroign Scorctery Eden and Sccrotary Hull loft Moscow on Fovanbor
3rd, necording to the loscow papers of November 4th,

The Italinn Merchant Morine has now becn placed under the Hinisiry
of the Navyj Genoral Sandalli has been appointed ad interim [Hnistor
of Communiecations; and other informatilon,

Marshal Badoglio has informed the Italian Ambassador to Spain that
the Ttalinn Missions must be roduced and that all MA's must bo ree
patrintod,

Throo fresh Gormen divisions have reachcd Estonia rocently and they
consiet of conseripts from the clnss of 1925,

L Catholio organization is being formed in Germeny to overthrow the
Nagis nnd to set=up an indepondont Bawaria; the Bavarians belicve
that Gormany vwill eollapse in March or April; the ilchrmacht is do-
manding more metorial than previously; the morale on tho Eastorn
Front is deelining,

At tho present time, motor gasoline is shorter than gns eil in Gor=
MmO «

Tho Bawarians oconsider the war lost but fear Russin; confirmetion
has been received of the drafting of mon over 60 and of the terror=
48t mothods of the Gostapo; ete.

Tho Ttelisn Consular agent will remnin at Beira and not procccd %o
Iourcneo Morguosjy the Portuguese Government s mointaining a sunrd
aboard tho 5.5, GERUSALEMME; and other information.

The Japeneso arc roported to have suffored heavy 85 losses off tho
mouth of tho Mckeng River, as well as six or cight heavily ladoncd
outgoing vestolsj tho food situstion in the Philippince is reported
to bo soriousj the prico of living in Japan has doubled in two yoors)
otos

Jopancse missions consisting of Haval and Military personncl hava
boon visiting recently tho various Eurcpean fronts in order %o re=
port first«hand to Tokyo.

The Jnpancsc arc boing proparcd for the defent of Germany; tho Jape=
ancao are not dissatisficd and continue to belicve Japancsc propas=
gondaj tho Japancse admit U, 5. 35 activity along tho const of Chinnj
ognfirmation has boen rocoived of the scuttling of the 3.5 COMTE
VERDE snd tho LEFANTO; and other information,

FOREIGN FRESS REFORTS
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Moscow, Russia

November .
HARRTMAN
(Ambassador)
o “_ . o, i ~
¥ ¥
=2 =
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1. 11:1!:'!, lﬂgerh
Hovember &4

WILEY
(Consul Gen'l)

2. Alglers, Algeria
Hovember 4

WILEY
(Consul Gen!l)

3. Helsinki, Finland
Novermber 5

MCCLINTOCK
(Chg d'Affs)

Marshal BADOGLIO has mnnounced that Gtneral SAIDALLI
has been appointed ad interim Minister for Commnications,
pocording to Mr, MURPHY., General DERAIMONDC has been
appointed Director of Railways and .Transport and SICHOR
FANO, Director of Radio and Telbphone, as the HEinistry
of Communications has been divided into these two
directorates. 2

.
[

The Merchant Marine has now been placed under the
Ministry of the Navy instead of remaining under the
Ministry of Communications, but alr communibetions are
gt11] a part of the Air Ministry.

Marshal Badéelic has informed the Italian Arbaseal
to Spain that gi,g Italian Missions must be raduced
t t b t

The following information has been sent 'to the
Ttalian Embassy at MADRID from Marghal BADCCLIO:

The Royal Italian Covernment 1s preparins a tem=
porary scheme for financing its foreign missions,
Owing to reasons of economy, it is mecegsary:.thet the
mumber of Italian Consulates should be reduced, as
well as the nimber of persemnel in the verious Consular
and diplomatic missions; the military aftaches and
their staffs and all persons not sirictly And{spensabls -
must be repafriated, VAIY expenditures must be cub down,
including Italisn institutions, schoals-and ovorhead

Bxpensbs.

The Italian Embasey in MADRID has besn requested to
forward this infprmation to Italian Missions in neuvtral
countries and to FINLAND and to send Marshal BADCUGLIO,
via the Italian Embassy at MADRID, thelir responscs.




CONFIDENTIAL 0 (November 6, 1943)

b Bnﬁ, Switzerland

_ Qctober 28
HARRTSON
(Minister)

'The Catholics are particularly strong in the
rural areas and villages of GERMANY where repression
is more difficult, The Catholics are organizing
themsglves from all classes of people 5o as to taks
the first opportunity of over-threwing the Nazis,
with the and in mind of establishing an independent
BAVARTA ihinh might possibly be joined with AUSTILTA,
according to a SOURCE recently returned from 'f'iJ'...’lu"J.‘h' fe
BURG, end BAVARIA. It is not yet lmown who are the
laﬂ.dﬂru or .the members of thé organization, In BADEN
and in. Hﬂmmmm, .similar organizations are begin=-

The I_’:m"._“.ﬂatants are leas active, although some
of thom havée affiliated themselves with the Catholic
organisation, but possibly 4O% of the preachers are
still.Jleyal to-the Fushrer, Tn MONICH, only about
20% of the- Frotestants ate fér the Nazis, whereas in

b NUERNEERG, about 80% still beliewe that the Mazis and
S B - the German Army will win, The anti-Nazi fecling in
AUGSBURG is even more pronounced that it is in HUNICH.
*

The fap}iﬁg exists in BAWARIA that GERIANY eannot
hold out longer than Margh or April, In Septeuber, in
AUGSBURG the large BMW works were forced to interrupt
production for several days as raw materials did not
arrive on times, The Vehrmacht demands larger deliveries
than ever before, even though the dalﬁariea from the
Silesian and Ruhr smelters are not made 'in time and are
not sufficient. . Machine tools mre being used long after

the time has oomg mhen they ghould be séranped. Early
last January, @ plant near STUTTGART, at FELLBICH,
ordered -some oapetan or turret lathes from a manufaoturer
at PLAUEN, wh:lah, hmm'mr, cannot be delivercd before

23] January, J.m

G-u::l‘irmﬂun i:ns h-uan received in regard to the
e de ytion of morale among the officers and troops
kil bt ™ along the Eastern Front during the past six monthe, due
ohiefly to their concern about their families at hx:-ma
and to their short furloughs, which ecannot be inoreased
M wing to the manpower shortage.
-

- v - & -
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Bern, Switzerland
October 30

HARRISON
(Mindster)

Bern, Switzerland
Novembar 4

HARRISON
(Minister)

Fy0ue

(Hovember 7, 1943)

EUROFE (Continued)

t the present time motor pgascline shorter thon
This aituation is o roverse of that

of three months ago and may reflect injury to the Numanian
cracking capacity, although there is some indiecation that
over the last few months this relationship has varicd frem
time to time, possibly indicating variations in intensity
of eracking in hydrogenation plants. In any event, the
alternation of shortages may indicate & general overall
liquid fuel shortage.

A fear of RUSSIA prolongs the determination of the
Bavarians to continue the war, in spite of the fact tict
they consider the war lost and further sacrifices useless,
The hatred between FRUSSIN' ard” BAWRILA, and also- the
hatred of the Nazis, is ingreasing., Crown Prinece RUFRECHT
is rupnrtad to have. been expcuted '1h FLORBNCE as » traite
nr, mcordin; to an anti—Hﬂﬂ SﬂHRG‘E- .

“ The j:mplor in llJTH.IGH aré not lmpressed b:r the ors
that & hew scoret weapon is about o' be used but ars _
mach ' more :Impraua& the mobilizing into lebor servjces
of men'over 65 and of,man aver 60 for'the rmy and by the
Lnrga pumber of German ‘youths who ‘have ‘been ldlled,

- The feeling ngainst 1:.1:3l Nazis is inereasing owing
tu t.ha raitn Oi' torro;' whicl }ha Gastapu Am upur._uinp.

' i L fr*;.-_-j.

Taly f.»
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CONPIDENTIAL (Movember 7, 1943)

1. Lisbon, Fortugal The
November 5

CROCKER
I:th- dVAffa. ]

The Italian Consular agent will remain at BEIRA
and not proceed to LOURENCO MARQUES as it has been
discovered that the sgent is a woman and not capable -
of handling the situation. No further effort will be
made in LISBON to replace the Italian Consul General at
LOURENCO MARQUES, as LONDON will not support the res
quest for the transporition of the Italian Consul from
OPORTO. . ; .

The Royal Italian Government has been sent = cable
by the Italian Charge' at LISBON dsking for instructions
in regard to the repatriation of the non-resident Ital=
ians at LOURENCO MARQUES ahd also asking for authoriza-
tion to inform the Pertuguese Governpent that the Ital-
ian CGovernment will pay for the cost of maintaining a
guard sboard the 5.5, GERUSALEMME and for the expenses
of the crew, which is being kep} on shore.

(Rer: "Brief" of October 30th, page 5, #1)
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sIFIED
=l “ﬂ‘ﬁnmﬂ (November 7, 1943)

1. New Delhi, India The Japsnese are reporte have s ed_heavy 35 losses
November 4 he s well as six or eight

MERRELL
(Secretary) 1iving 1n Japen hes Soubled in two years; vte.

The fnllu-ing information was received from cor-
respondents of the Associated Press who interviewed the
repatriates from the GRIFSHOLM when they arrived at
GOA

BT
The Japanese are reperted .fo have suffered heavy

85 losses off the'mouth of the MEKONG RIVER where troop

and cargo convoys are constantly arriving and leaving,.

The week before the TEIA MARD éntered MEKCUG RIVER, six

or cight heavily ladened outgoihg shipa are reported

to have been t-r.rrpndned-

1,200,000 tons-of high-gradg rick are being teken
by the Japanese annually from French Inflo-China, as well
as heavy shipments of rubber and 150,000 gallm of rice
aleohol a month,

The black market in JAPAN is more active and the
cost of living has .doubled duyring the last two yeara,
There is not sufficient tin“te £ill the ration allow-
ance, even though all necesslitles are strictly rationed.
Coal r.amni be obtained, meat is issued threc times a
month btut my items cen be purchased from the black
market, excepting rice which is strictly coritrolled,

" Aa the Jepsnese Army in the PHILIFPINES is not
inpnrt-ing fdod to replace that which formerly came
from the U. 8. but ia living off the: country, the food
situation in 'the PHILIPFDNES is reported to be serious.
As ﬂiﬂ" 'fapanese took. all of 't.ha reserves of sugar for

: alechel, . which munt-nd to more t.han 200,000 tons, &
el s i mm‘& uhnrtagn il

W re

2. Bemn, Eﬂtzarlnnd
: ber 4 -

HARRISON =
(Minister) pecial Japanese missions consisting of nffinera
Japanese Navy, Army and Air Force, as well as
e dﬁ.plb#ats have wisited all the sectors of the various
umpod.n i'hntl ‘and alsg the ﬂai‘nnll-a areas .during the
past ‘two montHe, ‘so that, ' Feporta' could be sent to
the Japanese ﬂwemnmt in’ , ‘acdording to & rellable
neu SOURCE, v
- ?’ - .

HE R
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. CONFIDENTIAL .. (November 7, 1943)
e BT 1ppu-mt13 .uhul 1: e tioive D babsnd. L

fﬁrmﬂon about her western ally's ability to. copo with
the situation which. Iha is fucing bot.h at home and at
thﬂ mntl L Th

i
1

3. Uﬂ.lﬂuttﬁ., nﬂh :
, Dotobor 28 4t

PATTON i
(Consul Gen'l)

' " The Jppa,nnaa puhliu. is bu:l.u.g propared for nMasd
dofeat, according Yo information recsived Irom repatriatos
' on the IFSHQLM, Thu}.]'a.]:m.neﬂu have mot yot deprosescd
S &‘iapat-u;a tion as the result of various priwtions
and on'the whole implicity belicve Japancso prnlrr‘ la
The true ptatistics of Japanese casusltics, however,
are not made Jmown to. the pecple. The focling afeinst
) foreighers, even .against, Eum;:cm neutrals, is growing
e steadily. . STl

4 complete and rapid Allied wvictory is cxpootod
i ‘by'the Chinesc in SHANGHAJ,. where fantastic rtwors arc
eurront, as for oxample, that, there are 10,000 U; 3 .
‘p:l;!.u'l:ﬂr in freo CHINA, .The fnnd aituntion at SHEGHLT
is ‘not acute. : L )

" The Ttalian gunhmt I..EPHI'TI."D has bm.n sounttled, as
~ has beon the 3.5, CONTE VERDE, The Japanesc od wit that
it U? S, submarings have baen nctiva on tho const of CLIL.

b Tha', Brit-:l.ah Brmdauﬂting 'Gurrpﬂration has' bBcn prediscd
b:,r thn répatrintes as roporting factual dnferiction in
_,annt.rp,at_ unrugl:t!tin Bnd padded sbroadéasts frop
s f e AN -The Uy $4 rhlds Ha¥id Tecently boch so
tg. #h&'h tl;n: Chingsyméfale has soured and tho .
) [ dnﬂtﬂ trlﬂbiihntﬂmy should dc-. v
- T, - - g A - % .: - “,

Suﬂ mmiiln ﬂght-:l.ng onnt-imlmn in tho l"hiL]'Fr'_r}E[.S

A Iurgu mhhur of troops has been sent in rocont
months to SAIGON from which point they are .sont ovirland
Lt b A LR to SINGAPORE, which has caused spoculntion as to vhothor

» they are in turn being scnt on to BURML,

-8 =
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Londen, England
Nevember L

London, England
Hovember I

London, England
November L

Stockholm, Sweden
Hovember fl

Stockholm, Sweden
Hovember f,

. Stockholm, Swaden

November fl

Bern, Switzerland
November 5

i i

(Wovember &, 19L3)
FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS

The talks which MR. EDEN will hold in CAIRD with
the ! R are already arousing livel
nteres s NEwWSpapers,

Turkish ticipation in the war in some form or
other wIll be EE af:."qjeci' To be discussed &t Lhe mecting,
TORTLY TEIEOTArH

TELE ]

Just as PORTUGAL Ewa the use of the AZORES for
airfields ports, T\ may grant facilities which
will make possible intensive attaclis on new and vital
rts of German-neld 5 :

Quite & number of boats must return in ballast
to SWEDEN alter UNLoBOLNE in Gorman NOLTH Gk ports.
Fomb damages Lo DANGIG m do not seem especially
at, since shipping continues falirly normal. Obviously
1s the hardest hit, Tnere 1s & considerable Ger-
man demand for ships under 1,500 tons, (ALIEHAMDA)

The air reid against WIENER-NEUSTADT was very
hard, Few planes were snot down because the ‘:hm?ria.ns

1+ I‘ﬂpﬂ or S8E88 Bnrou Bz BROTars
T not attack and Ihe entl-alreralt was woak, The Ger-
man Kir Attache lodged @& protest in DUDAPEST for the
Hungarian fliers passiveness. The Hungarians replied

their Flanaa did not have a chance against the heavily-
armed Fortresses, ]

The German General, JAENECKE, in the CRIMEA, sent

severdl help appedls to heAdquarters. 1he general pos—
sesses only 20 % Tons of g, While EE D00 _are

nesdlad

Blackout durinﬁ November will be from 7 p.fi.’ to

130 a,m, throughout and the public Is warped
non-c ance will be severe shed, |ZAGHLE
38
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1. Socuthwestern Pacific Area

(A) Solomon Islands

; On 4 November 90 tons of bombs were dropped on Buka hy 23 B-24's
instead of 9 tons as previcusly reported.
Allied troops on N. Treasury Island were altacked 4 lovamber by
about 100 Japs. The attack was driven off and 60 Japs were killec end only 2
of our perscnnel were killed. Other Allied ground forces lin tha Torckine area
were expanding their positions and mopping up nearby islands. Smell parties
of Jups wera trying to infiltrate intc Ailled lines and snipors wcre active.

During the night of 6 - € November U.S. PI's with small marine parlics operated
and searched ths Empress Auguste Bay area around the mouth of tha Juls iHiver.
Fo actual lendings were made as tle enemy detected our operatlions. ‘tor dewn

FT's again searched this area but no emmgy perscnnel or bofits werc o oom. The
same night 12 enemy plenes attacked an LCI, an LCT and a PT retiring lrom
Empress Augusta Bay. A torpedoHt the LCI but falled to explode sod romained
ledged in the engins room. Enemy planes were also over Treasury ¥slend and
throe bombs were dropped but no damage resulted. An Allied patrel or the island
mot 10 Japs of which 8 were killed and 1 captured. 2 cther Jape row Valsi ware
oaptured afid it is believed thot only sbout 20 Jape remain on the '¢liond.

By 4 November all U.5. paratroops had been withdrewn "rom Cholseul.
143 enomy dead had been counted while our casualties total § kille! cnd 16
wounded. The camp at Sangigel end other ohemy stores and equipment «ore destroyed,
barpes were sunk and a successful diversion ettack has been comple’od.

Durinz the afterncon of & November 3 Jap oruisers wers sizhted
heading E. approximately 100 miles "I of Buka Passage. At 0100L, 7 lovember,
2 Jap CL's and 5 DD's were seen 30 miles 5i of Buka Passage, headi-z 5SW.

(B) Hew Ircland

During the night of 4 - § November a B-24 reported I diicct hite
with a 1000 1b. bombs sinking a probable CL in Gazelle Channel, 20 =ilss SE
of Eavienr. The B-24 has failed to return.

During the afterncon of 6 Hovomber an enemy force of # “A's, &4 CL's
and 3 DD's was reported heading N. approximately 200 miles M. of Mussou Island.
That night a PBY bombed a DD E£OQ miles 50 of Kavieng but no further doialls ware
reported. Before noon 7 MNovember an Allied plane reported 2 Jap D'z and 3 AD's
about 120 miles M. of Kavieng and heading WW. Our plane attacked 'hc ships and
soored a near miss on 1 of the vessels. A Jap fiphter attempting =i -cepticn
was damaged. i3
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/ 27 B-24's covered by 67 P-38's heavily bombad the elty of Hahaul

/ E November an hour after the carrier-based bombed attack which was previsusly
reported, Bl tons of bombs fell throughout the area csusing large flres and
damaring & medium AK at the jetty. Fuel dumps and shore buildinge wers ablaze.
Interception was aitempted by 15 = Z0 enemy {ighters of wiich 2 ware destroyed
and € others probably destroyed. 1 P-3& is missin; but all bombers returnsd to
base.

- AP Besufighters with terpedosg pttacked a
possible CA just off Simpsuvn's Harbor, Rabaul. 1he planes reported a probable
hit. Another enemy wessel in Keravie Bey was possibly hit. Vunaksnau olrfleld
was bombed by 4 other Beaufighters causing fllres.

2 RAAP A-20's bombed Ubili acd & B-24 dropped a ton of bombs on
Garove Island § NHovember. That night a PET attocked a small enemy vessel 30
miles E. of Habaul. 11 B-24's attacked a DD and 2 small weseels 20 miles NV
of Caps 5t. George but no further deteils were reported.

145 miles V. cf Greemwich Island 12 B-24's attacked 3 Jep [D'g
anc 5 large AK's on 5 November. HNo furither detalls were reportasd,

(D) Hew Guinea

On § November 26 B-25's end © P-26's heavily bombed enemy positions
in the Faria River area (approximately 25 miles 5. of Hogmdjim). Th's atteck was
to support Alllec ground troops. Over .ewak the same day 4 P-47's encountered
20 Jap fishters. 6 of the enemy plenes were destroyed. There wore 10 enemy
planes on the flsld.

A B-24 on reconnalssance dropped a ton of bombs at 2 Jup sea trucks
26 miles E. of Tiewak. No details were reported.

II. U. 5. Submarine Reports

A U.5. 55 in the Soutlwest Pacific area reports £ 10,000 ton AD's
and 1 1,500 ton DD. Another 8 reports 1 AK sunk, 1 AK damaged and 3 hits in s
CV. A third 5S reports sinkinz a Reval auxiliary (probably CM) end a lerge AK.
A fourth 55 reports scoring 3 hits on an enemy convoy. A [ifth 58 reports sloking
1 AE, damaging an AK and scoring 2 probable hits on an enemy c onvoy.

R« A« Booma.
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I. Soutlmesatern Pacific

A. Solomon Islands

on 2 November ¥ of the Tarrior River, W Cholsoul, a Jap out-
post ms destroyed by Allied ground troops and thore were several small patrol
clashes. Some Japs are still reported inland in the Sangigai area. At noon
mambwmmmmlﬂm,ﬂﬁmmakmmmmwmm,u
FlU's were set upon by 20 Jap fightars several of which were damaged. 2 of
our plance are possibly missing. !lorming photographs, L lovember, revesled
the mumeays at Ballale, Kara, Kahili and Bula unserviceabls, and that at Ponls
serviceable. The samo morming about 30 miles WIW of DUKA PASSACU 20 Japs went
over the sido of & lifeboat vhen it was strafed by an Allied patrol plane. -

B. Ontong Java

At noon 3 lovember 60 mlles IE of Ontong Java (Lord Howe Islands)
a Jap AKX was left sinldng by an Allled patrol plane.

C. Oreemdch Island
The morning of U November off Kapingamarangi (Oreemrich Island)

On the morning i Hovember 160 miles ¥ of Kavieng a B-2L scored
a direct hit on a DD-escorted AO. Barly the same morning about 115 miles NE
of Mussau Island 1 of 2 large Jap AK's was set afire after 2 direct hite from
. thtjzmmuormm;mmmnmnfmma
ts. A/A fire from the vessels-was intense but inaccurate. TVory early
following morning about 60 miles 5 of SE lew [anover a F-ship convey was

2'03@} oeP
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following morning Jacquinot Bay was again raided. 12 RAAF Beaufi htcrs draw

Oloucestar a 1,000-ton AK vas sunk by a direct hit fron a B-2l.

Before Moon 5 Novembor Mabaul was attacked by 23 corrier-based
I0F's and 22 SED's under escort of 52 FGF's. 11 tona of boobs and 23 torpodoes
were roloased against a heavy concentration of Jap warships in the herbor.
Dembs and torpedoes both hit 5 of 6 CA's, 1 of which blew up, whiln terpodoss
hit the 6th CA. Boobe and torpedoss both hit 1 of 2 CL's and the othor was hit
by bombs alone. In addition, 2 of the 15 to 20 DD's present were torpodoed and
mos

About 23 of about 100 Jap fizhters in the alr wore dovned and
20 more probebly dowmed while a Jap bombor was destroyed and ancthor probably
das B other ememy planes were damaged. From the ships in the harbor
araa in @ and rather accurate A/A fire was encountored. Missine are &
FiF's and 2 TEF's while 2 THF's crashlanded on the water and 1 5B =z dowmed.
32 of our planes also sufferod minor damage. In Rabeul Harbor 10 %o 20 merchent

:
J
|
5
-
5
:
__1?%
§

and buildings in Tide Bay. MNo rosults were observed. Slipht and inaccurate

Tha morning of 3 November langemak Day was bombed and strafed
by a lone Jap plane while another single enemy plane raided tho sooe tarpet the
L morning. That night 9 miles Il of Finschhafen 5 Jap barpes were sunk
by Allied PI's. In the Finschhafen area, 5 lovember, Jap positions I and T of
Song Miver wore shelled by Allied artillery. That nicht in the lingan [Tarbor
ars=a, Just W of Dove point, 12 enemy bargos and small craft werc strafed by a
patrolling FEY. 2 barpgos wore seversly damaged and a lupper hit.

G. M. D. 1.

Over ll. C. I. there was no Allied air activity excert rocomnais-
sarce flights, 5 lovembor.

II. U. 8. 83 ris

A U. 8. 88 returning fron patrol reports sinking a A,250-ton AK
and a L,B800-ton AK. .

R. A. Boone.
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1. Southwestern Paoiflo Area

(4) Solomon Islands

Details of the 2 November predesm surface engagement 36 miles
WHi of Empress Auguste Bay reweal that U. 5. cruisers and DD's sank 1 probable
Jap CL and 4 Di'e of 12 enemy ships engajed and demazed 2 orulsers and 2 DD's.
Altrough some wers damazed, no U.5. ships were lost,

3 Hovember morning photographs revealed Buks, Bonis, Kahili and
Bellale rumways all unscrvicesble and only § Jap plenes were chserved on 35 of
the fields, none being sesn mt Buka. The same day pround ectlen in the Cepe
Torokina ares vonsisted lar-ely of mopping up remnants of the enemy on the
small islands off shore end checkin- Jep snipers and attempte at infiltration.
U.5. paretrcopers successfully withdrew from N Choiseul.

¥ahill wos attacked the forencen of 4 November by §7 .ED's and
19 TEF's which dropped over 40 tons of bombs scoring & probable direct hits
on A/A positions and 6 on buildinsze in additlon to soed coverage ol the entlre
area, Moderately intense A/A fire damaged 5 TBF's and 1 SDD while 1 TEF was
downed. There was no Jap plaoe interceptiom. After the attack, the ascorting
fishters strafed a nuwbser of barges and small eralt during a sweep of the
Bougainville coast. The same morning Buke was hit with over 9 toms of bonbe
from 23 B-24's. Hesults were excellent. Intense A/A fire was encountered but
thore was no air interception. Over Empress Augusta Bay, 4 November, Allied
fighters contected no enemy planes but dameged or set afire a number of small
A¥'s and barges in the sweep of Bougainville.

(B) HNew Ireland

The night of 2 November about 70 miles E. of Cape 5t. George a
patrolling B-24 probably sank a Jap AK. The next morning 19 B-24 attacked 3
Jap AK's escorted by I DD's NE of Kavieng, scoring hits on a large AK and
damaring a smnll one. The bombers were lntercepted by 10 - 20 enemy fighters
and floatplanes of whith 4 were destroyed and J probably destroyed. One of
our planes whs lost and another crash landed.

(C) Mew Britsin

The night of £ - 3 November 13 HAAF Beauforts attacked Tobora
airfield at Habaul dropping a number of bombe and incendiaries with uncbserved
results. Early the fellewing morning off the Wi coast of the Oazelle Poninsula
a patrolling B-24 sank a probable Jap 6 = 10,000 ton AO, and that nizht a W

;53 -
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20 miles 5. of Kavieng. A Jap CL or CA was destroyed by a heavy bomber.
(D) Hew Guinea

The afterncon of 2 November 12 A-35's and 9 A-20's attacked a
Jap barge concentration points at Fortification Pt. and near Sio. Beflore dewn
the next dey Buna was ineffectively raided by Jap planes. Also the morning
of 3 Wovember 18 B-26's attacked Madeng and the surrounding vioimity. The seme
morning another Jap post NV of Finschhafen was oleared out by Allied ground
forces.

(E) N. E. I.

At midday 3 Movember, Poela, Ceram, was raided by 3 B-24's. A
mumber of fires were reported. 1 Jap fighter over Sorong unsuccessfully
attempted interception. The following evening, 4 November, 19 Jap ships,
ineluding 5 CA's, 3 CL's eand § DD's, were sighted heading SW about 1B0 miles
NEY of Hollandia.

II. U. 5. Submarine Reports

& and damaging ancther

A U.8. 38 reports sinking 1 AD and 2 AK'
1 large and 1 small AE.

AK while ancther 55 reports sinking a large AOQ and

R« A« Boone
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Ja, on Haval Activities
as of UBOU, 4 Bovember 1943,

I. Southwestern Puoific Area

(A) Solomon Islands

Balated reports indicate that U. 5, Mariness which landed early
1 November at Cope Torokinma, & Dougsinwille, pained their objectives without
sncountoring any great Jap opposition. At the conolusion of the initial day's
fighting, our casumlties totalled about 300 of whom £5 were killed while
anery dead totalled at least 135. ¥Ko Jap prisoners were tekem. At the success=
ful conclusion of landing operations, 14,300 men and 6220 tons of cq ipmont
and supplies wera ashore. Alsc on 1 November, during the forencon, 14 SHD's
and 24 TOF's bombed Kakasa, sccring hits on A/A positions. About the same time
N. of Vella Lavella an Allied surface [orce was attacked by 12 Jap dive-bombers.
A/A fire from the vessels downed 4 enemy plenes. That nizht our wounded were
successfully removed from Choiseul. Also during the night Munde wes ineffectivel
reided by enemy planes whlle others dropped bombs on Sterling Island without
ceusing any real damege.

The morning of 2 November, Dukm and Bonie were success{ully bombed
and strufed by U.S. naval planes. £ of 3 medium AK'e, S. of Buka, were set
afire by strafing. 4 of our planes wers damaged by A/A fire but all returnad
safely., (Photographs leter in the day indicated Buka rumway unservicsable.)
Little leter the some morming, 40 miles %. of Cape Torokinm, mors then 40 Jap
planea were intercepted by 32 Allled fighters which shot dowm 8. Our lousges
wers nll. The Jap planes were probably headed to take part in the ai: sttack
on the Allled surface force in the area which, as previously reported, cccurred
the sare morning. An hour or so after this air clash, Hahili and ¥nrs wera
ettacked by 20 unescorted B-24's, 44 SBED's and 24 T8F's which dropped 126 tons
of bombs. A/A positions were derolished and both runways were left .arit for
operaticns. Aleo the morming of 2 November 20 TEF'a3 and 18 SBD's {ellad to
lceate any demaged Jap vessels W, of Bougalnville but did sizht a 200 foot wide
0il alick extending ®W. The seame day Puruata Island, and Cepa Torokiazs was
roppad up by U. S. Marines. Indlostions are that the Torokina ares war held
by about 300 Japs prior to the Allied landing. OUn Tressury Island, ? Nevember,
Allied ground foree aclivity wes reported progressing favorably.

(B) Ocean Island
About noon 3 November, 30 miles S\ of Ovean Island, un illied
Eu.tml plane from Ousdaloanal sank e 1000 ton Jap AK heading E. The plsme wag,
sraged and some of its personnel was wounded, G L]
)
{F1¥}
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(C) New Ireland RET

The night of 1 November, 17 miles ©W of Cape St. Oeorge, a H.
bound Jap CL was attacked, with wmobserved results, by a patrolling POy,

(D) New Britain

The afternoon of 2 November, 76 B-25"s under escort of 80 fighters
attacked Simpson's Farbor end Lakunal nirfield, Rabeul. Flying at most head
height, the bombers showered 1000 1b. bombe on shipping end A/A poeitions
throuzhout the arem. 3 Jap DD's, B AX's and 4 lugrers were sunk while 2 CA's,

2 D's, 7 AK's and 2 AD's were damaged. 6 planes on the harbor wators wers

also destroyed. 67 of the Jap fighter planes whiech intersepted wors shot dewn
end 23 more were probably destroyed. In addition B planes were destroyed end
several damaged on Lakunnl field. Intense A/A fire was snoountored. (ur losses
wore § E-25's and 10 fighters.

The sams day a patrolling D-24 dropped £ a ton of bomhs onm
Garove Island with uncbserved results. Slight and inaccurate A/A fire was
encountered.

(E) New Cuinsa

On 1 November & P-38's and an unreported number of RAAD Boomerangas
dive-bombed Jap pun positions on the Faria River in the Upper Rarm Villey.
That night, & miles HE of Alexishafun, a PBY strafed © Jap barges, demaging
several, while 19 miles NNi of Finschhafen 2 barpes were suok and encther
damaped by patrolling FT's. The following day, 2 miles W. of Heldsbech,
Allied ground foroces cleered an snemy road block. The same day Jap positions
in the Faria Aiver were again attacked by 8 P-39's while bridpes elorp the
road 8. of Bogadjim were bombed by 8 more P-39's. Mo detalls wers reported.

(F) N. E. 1.

The afterncon of 2 November Trangan Island, Aroe Islunce, was
attaocked by § Dutoh B-25's and 6 RAAF Beaufighters which dropped rmore than
4 tons of bombes and strafed villeges in the area. 1 of 3 interce tirg Jap
flostplanes was possibly destroyed.

1. U. 5. Submarine Reports.

A U.8 58 returning from patrol reports damapging a Jep 0.

R. A, Boone.
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I. Southwastern Pasific Areas

(A) Solomon lslands

On 30 Octobsr Sanglpai, Jap tmrge bese on 5% centrul Choigeul,
wes capturad by our pround foroes. 72 Jepe were killed and survivors retired
to the IE.

{The air attsck on Kiote reported ip the 2 Novewber Su-mary is
revealad io have taken place the afternoon of 30 Cotober, instead ol bthe ufter-
ngon of 31 October. The seme is true of the strafing attack on Tonnlel Horbor.

Just before mid-night 31 Uctober, 10 miles SE of Shorilend
Islend, a Jap medium bomber was downed by a putrelling B-24. Sarly “ho mornins
of 1 November, the Jep flostplane buse ab Foporang - Faisl was strefod by
4 5-25's which encountered very intenss A/A fire end observed considerable mows-~
ment of troops and barges cn the N. shora of Poporang. 1 Jap floatlplane wos
dentroyed and berges snd jettles damaged. About the seme time the Drpross
Aupusta Bay arer of Bougainville was attacked by Allied planes in preparstion
for the landing operations. The beach wes strafed and bombed by 31 “BF's whils
T 5WD's dropped smoke bombe. Somewhat later both Buke and Bonis alirvilelds wero
tslce bombed by Allled planes but no details were reported.

Ponday morning photographs rovealed the rumways st Bonls and Kara
serviceabls, thnt at Kahill posoibly serviceeble, thet at Buka 303 serviceable
and thet at Ballale unserviceable. &ix Jap fighter plenes wersohsorvad i
Eahili, 3 st Bollale, 3 probobly vafit for service at Eara end 1 redi am bombar
and & [loatplanee wore at PFuka. No plan?s wers seen et Kieta where tao strip
was being repaired. During the day Allled planas are reportoc o havy destrayad
26 enamy planes and probubly destroyed 6 more ian eir combat over the rcnoral
S. Bougainville area. That evening Japs were repcrted moving on N (aolseul and
tha succesaful landing of the 2nd echelon on Treesury Island was compicted.

Before dewn Z Wovember, about 35 miles VI of Empress 4 ipuete Bay,
ageerding to early reports, en Allled surface fores engaged an snesy surisce
force end about 2 hours later some undamaged Jap ships #ere reporte’ -stiring
to the W. at hich speed. Zome of our ships were apperently damazed it rone
was sunk. Later in the morning, 40 miles 7. of Empress Augusta Bay. she Allied
task force was subjeoted to heavy bombing Ly epproximately 70 Jap pleiss of
which 10 = 12 were shot down. That night, 36 miles E. of Kieta, ¢ -e:rolling
E-24 attacked en enemy 35 with uncbserved results while shortly thareifter,
about 60 milee s of Buka, the seme plane bombed a N bowund Jap AK, a.eo with

uncbaerved results. "
q

205@ SEQEET

Regraded Unclassified



¢ SECHETS

(B) Yew lreland

wera started.

po elr interception elthoush a proboble Jap night fiphter was seon.
midday 1 November, 32 miles ii. of New Hanover, an 8,000 ton enerny iF

by a D=-24.

[During the early hours of 1 November Enviun;—; suffered
consecutive nizht bombing when 4 RALF PBY's dropged over b tone of
end incendiaries on the airfield.

(C) Wew Britain

epd 2 possibile DD's heading NE were attecked
From the DD'es hesvy but ilnaccurate

migsed.

ita Tth
omhe

& numbur of explosions resultied 20d firas
$1ight and inaccurate A/A fire was encountersd tut |nhors wns

At
wne sunk

Dafore dawn 1 Hovember, N. of Caps Gloucester, 2 red.un Jap AK'as

(D) Hew Guinea

in the Finschhafen area, 1 November, Allied patrols
in the high pround W. of the harbor but nc details were reported.

(E) N. E. 1.

with unobserved results.
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Early the morning of 1 November, Cape Chater, ME Pori
wus raided by a patrollinz B-24 which dropped nearly a ton of srall
A/A fire encountered was slight and inac
That afternoon Pomelaa, Jap-controlled nickel mining center in L-ﬂ -
sttacked by 11 B-24's which dropped nearly &5 tons of bombs,
the nickol plent and the wharf wrea.
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1, ' fevtiwestor Fasifie hres
{A) Solowon Islands

(Two air attacks on Buka and 1 om Bonls reported in the Summaery
for 1 November as having coourred the morning of 30 October now appear to have
taken place the morning of 20 Ootober.)

The night of 28 - 29 Ootober a lone enemy plane was destroyed by
Allied A/A fice over Treasury Island. The next day our ground forces advanoing
on Treasury Ieland oaptured Jap mortar and gun positions while 1 compamy
reached ¥alsi, HE Treasury lsland, without emouuntering any Japs. Eremy known
dend total 44. 100 Japs are estimated to remain in the jungle. That evening
off Voga, 5A Choleseul, an 5E was sighted heading N.

The morning of 30 Ootober Kars was twice bombed by Allled planes.
First 15 unescorted B=24's bombed the area with unobserved resulta. No Jap
planes were seen but 1 of our planes was damaged by A/A fire. Shortly thereafter
68 SED'm and 27 TBF's, escorted by 22 F4U's, 18 P-39's and 8 P-40's, dropped
81 tons of Lombs on the rumway and A/A gun positions with excellent results.

Tho fighter esscort also strafed shipping in Tonolel Harbor. Moderctely intense
A/A fire was encountered but all our plansa returned safely. That afterncon
Allled ground foroes attacked Sangigal, Jap barge bmse on S central Cholseul.
In support of these troops, § TEF's, escorted by B PU's and 8§ P-40's, bombed
and strafed ememy positioms 3 of m mile BW of Sangigai. Lizht m/p fire was
encountered.

The morning of 51 October Eara was attacked 3 times by a total
of 166 Allied planes. The first attack for which no details were reported,
was mads by 19 unesoorted B-24's. The sscond was oarried out by 34 5BD'e and
25 TEF's covered by 18 F40's, 18 P-40"s and 18 P-38's. Over 15 tens of bambs
ware dropped with zood ocoverage of the entire target. Despite mcderately
intense A/A fire, all our planes returned safely. The third atteck was carried
out by 23 B-26's escorted by 16 PAU's. Over 54 tons of bombas were dropped
destroying buildings and covering the rumway with oraters. A/A fire was not

intense and all our returned safely.
The of 31 October 2 Allied missions -- 4 NI PV's covered

by 12 P=-39's and 6 B-26's ocovered by 32 PéU's -- bombed Eieta. JAbout 2 tons

of bombs were dropped with exoellent hits reported. A/A fire was not intense.
Shipping in Kieta Harbor was also strafed, 3 AK's being set afire in Arawa
Bay. 3 P40's are missing. Later the seme afterncon Tomolel Harbor was strafed

by 24 Pé0's and 12 P=59"¢ wilch sank 1 AK end & barge, damared 5 barges and
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set another one afire. Intense A/A fire was enocuntered. One F-3J landed on
the water but the pilot was rescusd.

Aates reports reveal that the Allied landing et Cape Torokine,
Empress Augusta Bay, began Monday morning instead of Sunday ms reported in the
Surmary for 1 November. Operations were halted for about 2 hours by tha
throat of attack by enemy planes w'ich did nct materialize. Prior tc the landing,
an Allied surface force shelled the mirfield at Bomls Plankation, N. Bougainvilla,
and at Bulks, starting a fire at the former field and 3 at the latter. Inacourats
fire from shore and single plane and PT attacks constituted cppesltion. Also
airoraft dropped flares during the shelling. Our surface vessels also
bom arded Shortland, Foporang and Falei, sllencing a numbar of enemy batteriecs
and covering the whole area, imeludinz the mirfield at Ballele, eilectiwvely.
Jap skore batterles replied with fairly acourate fire but our ships suffered
only minor damage and t ére were no persconel killed.

The sam® morning, abtout the tire the lending was beinp effected.
a Jap bomber was destroyed about 66 miles W. cf Buka by 8 P-3B8's. A few lours
later an unreported number of B-24's dropped over 60 tons of bombs on Eehllil.
All our planes returned safely although A/A fire was intenze,

(B) Bew Ireland

Barly the morning of 31 October Kavieng and Panapei (sboit 2%
miles SE of Eavieng) wifflelds were attecked by 6 RALF FEY's which dropped
ovar 8 tons of bombs and incendieries. A number of fires were oboerved over
both targets and a heavy explosion cccurred at Eavieng. j.‘,-".u fire enccunterad
war slight and inacourats. About midday, the seme day, 17 miles ". of Musaou
Island, a 10,000 ton enemy AK, escorted by a lone DD and hoaded S5E, was
unsuccessfully attacked by a patrolling B-24 which released & ton of bombs.
Latar this plane sizhted o possible CA and 3 DD's heading S. 1756 milee N. of
Musseu

(C) Hew Eritain

Off Capa Orford, 31 October, a lome Jap berge was sunk by 8
HAAF P-40's. These planes also probably destroyed a Jap bomber which, sEcorted
by 12 Zeros, was encountered over Jeoquinot Bay. The seme day, olf Long
Islond in Vitiag Stralt an enemy soa truck was demaged mnd attack.d by s D-24
wiioh dropped a ton o f bombas.

Later reports indicate that 2 more Jap fighters wore destroyed
in the 29 October atteck on Rabaul, raising tho total to 47.

(D) HNew Guinea

In the Finschhafen area, 31 October, Allied pround forcos
oaptured a Jap position Z miles %. of Heldsbach and inflicted a nurber of
oasualties on the enemy. The same day, Vareo was hit with 3 tons of bomhe
from 6 RAAF A-36'a. Ho results were reported. Aleso cn 31 Oetober o patrolling
B=24 dropped a ton of bombs mlong the oomst E. of Sio with uncbeerved results
and 2 RAAF Spitfires shot down 1 of 2 Jap planes encountered head ns 5. 80
miles H. of Kiriwina.
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dumps and starting fires.

Allied air sctivity owver the N. . I. on 30 October was

limited to recommaissance flighte.
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