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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee

Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

India-China. The agreement concluded between Chiang Kal-Shek and
the Indlan Government embraces the construction of a road from INDIA to
CHINA and includes: .

a. Permission for Chinese to use airdromes in SADIYA
(ASSAM; LOO miles north of MANDALAY).

b. Establishment of adequate radie facilities at CAL-
CUTTA.

¢. Arrangement for INDIA to assemble Chinese planes at
KARACHI (northwest coast of INDIA), and to ferry
them to CALCUTTA or to arrange for them to be ferried
across INDIA by the Chinese.

d. Use of Indian facilities for transportation and stor-
age of Chinese Lend-Lease supplies.

Andaman Islands. J.I.C, Comment: The press reports a Japanese air
raid on the ANDAMAN ISLANDS (about LOO miles due west of MERGUI) with
the airdrome at PORT BLAIR (1) the principal target, If true, this at-
tack on these British-held islands constitutes the first enemy assault on
Indian territory and may presage hostile attempts to secure a submarine
or surface base from which to carry out further operations in the BAY OF
BENGAL and the INDIAN OCEAN. The three Japanese planes which are said te
have participated in this attack may have been based on MALAYA or, con-
celvably, on an enemy carrier somewhere in this area.

Burma. J.I.C. Comment: There have been no further reports on the
fightIng In BURMA. Presumably the British are now covering MANDALAY
from positions suggested in Summary No. 75.

Philippines. MacArthur's reconnaissance in force divulged the fol-
lowing enemy dispositions on BATAAN: WMain line of resistance sited on
the lower slopes of MT. NATIB, and refused on both flanks; on the west
flank, the MORON-BAGAC road firmly blocked; on the east flank, the
ABUCAY-ORANIEN road patrolled. Present enemy attitude; defensive. In
north LUZON the ABRA VALLEY from CERVANTES to BENGUED has been evacuated,
Elsewhere in the PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGO the situation is unchanged. J.I.C.
Comment: It is evident that the will to win which motivates our Philip-
pine Command has broken the off'ensive spirit of the Japanese force despite
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the complete air and naval superiority enjoyed by the enemy. Trocps
determined to hold ground at all costs and seasoned to withstand dive
bombing attacks will continue to provide the primary factor in winning
any battle.

Netherlands East Indies. Allled aircraft bombed military targets
near PALEMBANG (2) and shipping near BANKA ISLAND.

4 Japanese force of 5 crulsers, 9 destroyers, and 25 transports
was reported at OL0O G.C.T., 26 Feb., in the JAVA SEA preoceeding south-
west. Press reports state that a large scals naval battle is in
progress off JAVA between Allied and Japanesc naval forces, but no de-
tails are avallable.

Japanese Mandates. There are indications that Japanese alr strengt
in thﬁg‘hﬁmrm - TRUK area is being materially incroased, mostl
by transfer from PALAU (3).

Two submarine squadrons are believed to be operating from the
WARSHALL ISLANDS.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

su‘nmrinn Locations. It is estimated that there are 31 U-boats in

the n the following approximate locations:

1l in area PARAMATBO - TRINIDAD - BARBADOS

1 300 miles east of BARBADOS

5 in CARIBEEAN (2 in ARUBA ares and 1 NW of TRINIDAD)
1 leaving WINDWARD PASSAQE

1 in MONA PASSAGE homeward bound

2 betwean FLORIDA and CUBA or BAHAMAS
2 within 150 miles of CAPE HENRY

1 60 miles SE of NEW YORK

1 near BERMUDA

2 off NOVA SCOTIA

L to southward of NEWFOUNDLAND

10 in mid ATLANTIC
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3, GREAT BRITAIN.

Americans in H.A.F., Many Americans serving in the R.A.F, are
r-quasEIEE Transfer to U.5. forces. It is expscted that completely
American organizations, such as the three EAGLE squadrons, will be
inducted into the U.S. Army as units, Numbrous individual pilots
desire duty in the Navy or Marines, the majority of those in the
Coastal Command preferring naval assignment, An early axpression
of joint Army-Navy policy or intent is desired by those concerneds.

L. MIDDLE EAST THEATEH.
There has been no change in the situation.

5. EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

Information available in LONDON, through 25 Feb., may be summa-
rized as follows: Severs winter weather has impeded Russian as well
as German operations. It is unlikely that the Russians can obtain
any but local successes during the remaindar of the winter. During
the period 18-25 Feb. there was no change north of LAKE ILMEN. Thence
to the SEA OF AZOV there have been local fluctuations without a
fundamental change in the situation. In thec CRIMEA the Russians con-
tinue to reinforce the KERCH PENINSUL. and SEBASTOPOL. J.I.C. Com-
ment: This report, limited to developments prior to 25 Feb., does not
take cognizance of reported Russian successes in the vicinity of
STARAYA RUSSA (just south of LAKE ILMEN). Although no official mili-
tary information regarding this operation is yet available, even from
Fussian sources, it sppears that it may prove to be a success of more
than local significance.

A. Z@B L TTE
Captiin, F. A.

Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee

Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discuasicn.

FAR EAST- AND PACIFIC THEATER.

ascar. [Dipleomatie sources in SWITZERLAND report that a Cerman
naval elligence observation post is in operation on MADAGASCAR, with
the consent of Darlan. J.I.C. Comment: There has been previous comment
on the strategic importance of MADAGASCAR in relation to operations in
the INDIAN OCEAN and on the uncertainties implicit in its present control
by VICHY.

China. Although there are indications of some progress in construc-
tion o ¢ land route to INDIA, and although certain supplies are being
exchanged between CHINA and RUSSIA through the northwest, the Chinese
Government is anxious to establish an air-freight transport line from
INDIA as scon as possible, J.I.C. Comment: The air-freight transport
line from INDIA to CHINA is dependent upon U.5. manufactured planes.

Burma. Twenty-nine cnemy planes were destroyed and seven others
probably destroyed in two hostile raids on MINGALADON (1) on 25 Feb, The
British lost two fighters during these attacks. J.I.C. Comment: Qur
M/A LONDON states that, as of the 26th, no reports on operations had been
received in LONDON from the Commanding General, BURMA. It seems probable
that the British are pivoting on their north flank in order to form a
line south of and covering MANDALAY in a generally east-west directiom,

', PENANG (2) is becoming increasingly important as a maval
base. J,I.C. Commenty Previous reports stated that PENANG was to be
used as a submarine base for operations in the INDIAN OCEAN. It may be
considered probable that it will be used alsoc by surface vessels.

Philippines. A.lull has followed our recent BATAAN reconnaissance
in force. &m gshore batteries in position at CAVITE have been silent
for four days.

Metherlands East Indies. Dutch planes successfully attacked Japa-
nese MIIITary objectives near OOSTHAVEN, (3) SUMATRA. J.I.C. Comment:
Although there is little information on actual enemy operatlons, there
are strong indications that the Japanese forces arc being recrganized
preparatory to an all-out assault on JAVA.

Information now at hand expresses the belief that the navel force
reported heading for CHRISTMAS ISLAND (L) on the 22nd ip friendly. J.I.
C. Comment: This island is a British possession 300 miles south of JAVA
and important to the security of its communications.
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Melanesia. On 20 Feb., two 9-plane groups of Japanese heavy bomb-
ers made unsuccessful attacks on a U.S. Naval Force north of the SOLOMON
ISLANDS. 8Sixteen or possibly seventeen of the enemy plancs were de-
stroyed, Our ships sustained no damage, although two planes and one
pilot were lost. J.I,.C. Comment: This is the engagement previously re-
ported (Summary No. 76) from NEW CALEDONIA, but as unconfirmed.

A communigue from Jepanese Imperial Headquarters at TOKYO states
that Japanese Naval Aircraft on 21 Feb, engaged a powerful Allied fleet
several hundred miles northeast of NEY GUINEA and damaged an aircraft
carrier (possibly sinking it) and heavily damaged another warship.

R.A.A.F, planes successfully attacked the airfield at RABAUL (5),
damaging thc runways and buildings and destroying two planes. GASMATA (&)
was also raided.

Australia, DARWIN was reconnoitered on the 26th by enamy planes. J.
I.C. Tomment: This probably presages further immediate enemy raids on
DARWIN.

LATIN AMERICA.

General. J.I.C. Comment: Throughout Latin America the President's
radic address has been applauded by press, radle, and the general public.
Nevertheless, difficulty continues to be encountered in executing the
policies adopted at the Rio Conference.

Colombia. It is feared that the Colombian press will stigmatize as
Fifth Columnists those American military observers who are sent in the
guise of oil company representatives. President Santos, however, insists
on this procedure.

Brazil. J.I.C. Comment: There are indications that Vargas and
Aranha Rave committed BRAZIL to a policy of Hemispheric solidarity with-
out securing the consent of the Army, and that they are now experiencing
some difficulty in obtaining Army cooperation in details of execution of
that policy.

Belivia. Axis diplomats are utilizing every technicality to aveid
compliance with orders to leave the country, and the Forelgn Office seems
to consider itselfl powerless to expel them.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

German Fleet Units. J.I.C. Comment: R.A.F. torpedo planes sent out
on 23 Feb. to attack a Cerman naval formation reported moving up the
NORWEIGAN COAST falled to locate it because of a snowstorm. The submarine
TRIDENT did, however, make contact and claims a torpedo hit in one of the
major units, eithor & pocket battleship of the ADMIRAL SCHEFR class or a
FRINZ EUGEN type cruiser. (Cf. Summary Mo. 77) Again the weather favored
the Germans while making important transfers of fleet units in waters
patrolled by the British Alr Arm. (See Annex II.)
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MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

J,I1,C. Comment: The Axds forces which were expected to make a local
attack (Summary No. 77) have been withdrawn. There are now no indica=
tions of impending action. The British supply situation has been great-
ly improved. Both sides are spparently awaiting armored reinforcement.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

Northern Seeter. J,I.C. Comment: Official communiques, both
Russian rman, are indefinite as to the changes in front in the
STARAYA RUSSA area. The Russians report severe casualties inflicted on
the enemy. The Germans merely refer to attacks and counterattacks with-
out being specific about either. The only clear picture to be obtained
at this time is that the Russians have definitely achieved a local suc-
cess in the northern sector which can readily compromise the German posi-

tion in the LENINGRAD area.

Russian Black Sea Fleet., In late 1541 this fleet consisted of 1
modernized batileship, & crulsers (including 2 new ones of 7,000 tons),
28 destroyers, 50 submarines, 60 torpedo boats, and 1 modern aircraft
carrier (with 38 planes). J.I.C. Comment: The existence of this recla-
tively formidable navel force prevents important Axis operations via the

BLACK SEA.
W o T
II

A. SIDNE "
Captain, Fe As
hBat., Secy., J.I.C.
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ANNEX
J.1.C. Summary No. 79
I. AN ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION IN INDIA.

Japanese advances in Burma emphasize the importance of existing con-
ditions in India. Below is & summary of unoffiecial, but reliable, British
estimates of the situation there.

The probable Japanese victory in Burma will affect the Indian situation
more than did the fall of Singapore.

Except for ambitious native politicians, who are anti-Eritish, and for
warrior tribesmen already in the British service, the Indian pecple are
generally supine and indifferent to all considerations except the exigen-
cies of daily existence. Fear of Japan is not apt to overcome elther their
religious and political differences or their antipathy for Britain to pro-
duce an active and united defense. Instead, direct personal danger is apt

to produce panie.

The best Indian troops are now overseas. Those remaining in India are
generally inferior in training and equipment. Their effectiveness is doubt-
ful, and their numbers are inadequate. No significant local increment or
reinforcement from abroad can be expected.

The politicians can be won over only by convincing assurances of wvirtual
independence after the war. An immediate requiremsnt would be a sweeping
reorganization of the India office, Chiang Kai-Shek may have influenced
them more than appears on the surface. It may be doubted, however, that even
the complete conversion of the politicians would have any significant immedi-
ate effect upon the attitude of the masses.

From the foregoing it appears that no effective native contribution to
the defense of India can be expected.

II. THE ESCAPE OF THE SCHARNHORST AND GNEISENAU.

The following has been extracted from "The War This Week" issue of Feb,
12-19, 19L2, published by the Coordinator of Information:

The dramatic escape of the SCHARNHORST and GNEISENAU from Brest through
the Straits of Dover to Germany was a striking illustration of the decisive
role of the weather in combined naval and air operations. The Germans had
apparently studied with care the meteorclogical reports transmittad presum-
ably by their planes and submarines at sea. An independent check on the
weather map for the three days previous indicates that the day the Nazis
chose wag the logical one, and that hence swrprise, although important, was
not the chief factor in the suecess of the daring venture. Similarly the *
fact that German aircraft in Belgium and Occupied France had presumably besn
informed of an exact time of rendezvous over the Channel was less important
than the fact that the British planes could not effectively ocperate in get-
ting to a precision target in such murky weather.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

MOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

China. In view of CHIMNA's past resistance, which has cost JAPAN
an enormous expenditure of monsy and manpower, it is believed that, al-
though no immediate offensive action can be expected of CHINA, that
country can plagr an important part in the ultimate offensive of the
United Nations. Every effort should therefore be exerted to maintain
Chiang Kai-Shek in power, since he is irrevocably committed to con-
tinued resistance.

Burma. J.I.C. Comment: No official information is available.
Press reports indicate that the evacuation of RANGOON is proceeding,but
that the Japanese have not yet forced a crossing of the SITTANG RIVER.

A report from MANDALAY refers vaguely to formidable Chinese resistance
to a direct offensive against that city from CHIENGMAI via CHIENGDAO.

For comment on the credibility of Chinese reports, see yesterday's
Summary. There is no formidable Chinese force near CHIENGDAO. While
an offensive from CHIENGMAI has long been anticipated, its expected di-
rection has been toward TOUNGOO, on the railway between RANGOON and
MANDALAY. The terrain and lines of communication north of CHIENGDAQ are
such that it would be a most difficult and indireect approach to MANDALAY.
Therefore it would appear that no more than a border skirmish has
occcurred in that area.

Philippines. In BATAAN the Japanese have adopted a defensive atti-
tude.” Our guerrilla activity in northern LUZON has greatly increased and
is seriously threatening scattered small enemy detachments. In MINDANAO
enemy patrol activity has increased. J.I.C. Comment: It would appear
that the Japanese forces on LUZON having proved insufficient to reduce the
BATAAN defenses, the enemy may have decided merely to contain MacArthur's
forces while driving the mass of his troops against the NETHERLANDS EAST

INDIES,

Netherlands East Indies. Forty Japanese planes were observed at
PALEMEINT airfield Wo, I, but it appears that the PALEMBANG No. 2 and
LAHAT airfields are not being used by the enemy.

The Japanese continue to make heavy air attacks on the airfields and
cities of JAVA. BATAVIA, KALIDJATI, ANDIR, and SOERABAJA sustained such
attacks. That on KALIDJATI airfield was by 15 bombers and 6 fighters;
that on ANDIR airfield, by 21 bombers; that on SOERABAJA, by LO-50 bomb-
ers and 30-L40 fighters. Moderate damage was inflicted. An attack by 27
‘bombers on ABDA air headquarters caused only slight damage.

DECLASSIFIED
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The Japanese have landed additional troocps en BALI. During the
landing American planes are believed to have scored two hits each on
a supply ship and an auxilliary.

Melanesia. PORT MORESBY and SALAMUA were bombed by the Japanese.

gilberts. The Japanese air patrol from MAKIN covers a 500-mile
radius.

General. British scurces estimate that there are 29 Japanese
divisions In the general area SOUTH CHINA SEA - PACIFIC ISLANDS. of
these, 7 are available for new operations and 2 morz can probably be
spared from MALAYA at a later date.

California. A false air raid alarm in the vicinity of LOS ANGELES
brought into action the pursuit interceptor command as well as the
antiaireraft artillery barrags. J.I.C. Comment: The deficlencies in
the warning system disclosed by this and other false alarms provide
excellent propaganda material for our enemies and definite information
on methods to be pursued by enemy agents to create nervous tension.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. German submarine operations in the CARIBBEAN continue.
Three successlul attacks off the coast of VENEZUELA and one off the
southern coast of PUERTO RICO are reported to have occurred during the
past LB hours.

Norway. The German sircraft strength in Norway has been consider-
ably augmented in the past few days, apparently to cover the operation
of German naval craft in Norweglan waters. It now consists of the fol-
lowing units:

35 reconnaissance bombers
190 long range bombers

30 dive bombers
120 TE fighters
120 SE fighters

20 army cecperaticn

55 coestal

Thase planes were shifted to Norway mainly from BREST and the HOLLAND
area. The bulk of them are now concentrated between TRONDHEIM and
STAVANGER. It is the opinion of the British Air Ministry that no of-
fensive is planned on Iceland. J.I.C. Comment: This concentration of
alr strength in Norway is thought to be primarily for the protection of
the German naval units besing there and secondarily for protection
against invasion.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER..

The situation is unchanged, except that Axis recinforcements con-
tinue to reach LIBYA with little, if any, interference by the British.
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The neutralization of MALTA by sir has been a major factor in the
protection of Axis convoys.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

J.I.C. Comment: While confirmation of the oxact extent of
Russian successes near LAKE ILMEN is lacking, it eppears that con-
giderable progress towards the eventual relief of besieged LENIN-

GRAD may have resulted.

Lodurill & Pronliuc
LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE,

Major, Cavalry,
Secretary, J.I.C.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, 1t may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Japan. There are indications that the Axis is organizing blockade-
running from EUROPE to supply JAPAN with essential war supplies, such as
precision instruments., J.I.C. Comment: So long as BRITAIN controls
SUEZ, this traffic will probably be negligible,

China. J.I.C. Comment: The Chinese counter-offensive against THAI-
LAND, as reported in the press, is an example of the unreliability of
Chinese reports of military successes. Upon interrogation, the Chief of
the Chinese Military Intelligence admitted that nothing had cceurred ex-
cept a clash of frontier patrols in which 8 Chinese and 20 Thais had been
killed.

Indo-China. There are indications that VICHY is meeting Japanese
demands Tor French shipping now in the FAR EAST.

Burma. British troops began a withdrawal to the west bank of the
SITTART RIVER in the early morning of 22 Feb. Most of the artillery
succeeded in getting across, but it is feared that two British brigades
were cut off near MUKPALIN, where the British, during daylight of the
23rd, destroyed the sole remaining bridge across the SITTANG. The
enemy now has two divisions operating in the RANGOON area, having re-
cently been reinforced by a division from THAILAND. J.I.C.. Comment:
MUKPALIN is on the west bank of the SITTANG RIVER at the railroad
bridge east of PEGU. It may be assumed that this was the bridge de-
stroyed on 23 Feb. Press reports of the fall of PEOU seem premature,
but heavy British losses indicate that the situation there is critical,

Hu.limneu « No change.

Netherlands East Indies. The TOKYO radio reports a Japanese land-
ing a¥ WONTOK, BANKA ISLAND. The Jspanese have occupied BENKOELEN
(southwest coast of SUMATRA).

On the 23rd, Japanese planes carried out heavy ralds on BATAVIA,
BUITZENZONG (south of BATAVIA), SOERABAJA, and MALANG, inflicting some
damage. Several enemy planes were shot dowm. A Dutch hospital ship at
BATAVIA was twice bombed yesterday, and BANDOENG received an air raid,

Seven U.5. pursult planes intercepted 5 enemy bombers escorted by
1 fighters over eastern JAVA on 23 Feb. One hostile fighter and one
bomber were shot down and four bombers and two fighters were damaged.
Our planas suffered no losses.

Preparations are being made for the destruction of airdromes in
eastern JAVA.



S @ i——

Fighty to a hundred Japanesse ships of an unspecified type were
reported at JOLO (PHILIPPINES) on 20 Feb. At dawn of the 2Lth a
large fleet of enemy ships was sighted in MACASSAR STRAIT (Lat.295)
proceeding south., Om the same day, one enery cruiser, seven de=
stroyers, six transports, and four submarines were roported about
180 miles southwest of MACASSAR. One, or possibly twe, of these
ships was sunk by our submarines. The destination of these fordes
is speculative, but they may be utilized for a reinforcement of
BALI or for a landing on SOIMBAWA (east of BALI). The latter could
be accomplished by the 25th or a landing in force on central JAVA
might be made on 27 Feb, J.I.C. Comment: The force reported in
MACASSAR STRAIT on the 2lith may well be part of that in JOLO on the
20th. rdditionsl information points to an ettempted early rein-
forcament of B4LI, plthough our air attacks may temorarily delay
such an operation.

Of seven enemy transports anchored at MACASZAR, two were sunk by
gur bombers on 2L Feb.

Melanesia. Tha airfield at PORT MORYSEY sus attacked on the 2Lth
by nine cneny bombers with fighter escori.

There is no evidence that BOUGAINVILLE ISLaND (SOLOMONS) has been
pooupied by the enemy. J.I.C. Comment: Earlier reports indicated that
the Japanese were in BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

ATLANTIC THEATIR.

Submarincs. little snemy submarine activity was reported during the
past Twonty=Tour hours.

A U.S. Destroyer states that it sighted two torpedo wakes yesterday
evening. It belicves that two enemy submarines are in the vicinity of
Lat. 10°L'N, Long. 79°L1'W (about L5 miles NNE of the PANAMA CANAL)}. J.I.
O, Commentt Although five or six submarines are belleved to be in the
CARIBBEAN aree, the forcgoing is not considered at all conclusive of the
presence of submarines so close to the canal.

in aerial swesp of the SURINAM and GUIANA coast during the last two
days, which included a thorough reconnaissance of interior rivers and in-
lcts from the MARONI RIVER to the OYAPOCK (covering the coast of FRENCH
GUIANA), failed to roveel the presence of enemy submarines, submarine
bases, or depot ships, and it is strongly believed that this portion of
the coast offers no practicable refuge for submarines.

German ggEn. The British submarine TRIDENT reported a possible
torpedo on the ADMIRAL SCHEER in LO FJORD, which would indicate that
the submarine penstrated the fjord to doliver the attack.

N/A Stockholm reports a rumor that six German submersible submarine
tendars of five to six thousand tons displacement are now in operation.
He also states that submarines are being produced at the rate of five a
weelts
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EASTERN EURQOPEAN THEATER.

J,I.C. Comment: Therc are indications of increasing astivity on
both sides in the LENINGRAD area.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Axis air activity and ground resistance to British patrols are in-
croasing. PEnemy movaments suggest a locel attack south of GAZALA soon.
An Axis convoy is approaching TRIPOLI unmolested because of the neutral-
izetion of MALTA by heavy acrial bombardment.

Cﬁfm? ol TZZ
sSIoN®” FUTO ,III

Captain, F.
Lest, 1-_|:',-' 3 u.LE.
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ANNEX
J.I1.C. Summary No. T7

I. DESTRUCTION OF PLANES ON THE GROUND.

Reports from the ABDA area indicate frequent destruction of planes on
the ground. The despatch paraphrased below explains why these occurrences
continue,

The destruction of planes on the ground is attributable primarily to
lack of anti-aircraft meteriel and of an adequate aircraft warning system,
rather than to lack of experience or failure to take proper precautions.
A passive defense al one is futile against a well conducted attack by pur-
suit and attack bombers. Because of our lack of pursuit, the Japanese
have been practically ummolested while photographing our installations.
Their raid technique shows that they have complete information regarding
objectives. In the circumstances, the best defence is to keep our bombers
off the ground, but that is difficult for lack of maintenance facilities.
Losses are not attributable to failure of personnel, but to failure to
provide them with a properly rounded air force and adequate anti-aircraft
protection.

I1. JAPANESE TRAINING AND TACTICS.

General Wavell makes the following observations regarding Japanese
training and tactics, as demonstrated in Malaya:

1. All Japanese training is based on the idea that the function
of an army is to fight. The fundamental virtues of marching
and fighting have been developed to the fullest extent.

2. Their training is adapted to the terrain in which they have
had to fight. In the jungles of Malaya they have made great
use of trees as firing positions, gaining an advantage over
earth-bound opponents. They have marked ability to move off
the reoads.

3. It is erroneous to suppose that the Japanese are mere imitators.
They have made important advances in the development of landing
techniques, which include the designing and manufacture of
specially constructed assault boats, landing craft, and landing
craft carriecrs.

L. The Japanese have been quick to profit by the experience of
others, however. It is evident that they have made a close
study of the OGerman campaign of 1939, the lessons of which they
have adapted well to their own peculiar needs. Although they
reduce dependence on motor transport to a minimum, they make
the maximum exploitation of captured motor vehicles and of
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bicycles procured locally. Japanese englneers show thorough
training in the speedy construction of bridges and removal of
obstacles to permit the rapid advance of tank units. There
is close cooperation between infantry and supporting arms,
especially lipght artillery and mortars Very effective air-
ground cooperation is obtained by the use of radiophones,
especially by forward companies. The fact that the army has
its own air arm fecilitates this cooperation. The Japanese
also make effective use of noise as an adjunct to their
fighting, employing live mortar bombs and fire crackera for

the purpose.

5. Althoupgh external evidences of disciplinz (such as appearance)
are unimpressive, the Japanese maintain a2 high standard of
internal discipline, based on a strong tradition of common
loyalty to the Emperor. Competitive spirit between units is
discouraged to the point of disappearance, Lut the privilege
of membersiip in the army is stressed. 5Such allurements as
high pay and good rations do not exist. Instead, privilege
is presented as an opportunity to lead & hard and stremuous
life of aggressive service to the Emperor,

6. All of these soldierly wirtues have been demonstrated in
Malaya, where the Japanese Army has proved itself to be a
formidable fighting machine capable of adapting modern
tactics to various local conditions on short notice. The
factors underlying the enemy's success are: (1) previous
combat experience; (2) good discipline and high morale;
(3) a high standard of training; (4) local air and tank
superiority.

7- It should be noted, in relation to the foregoing, that the
divisions employed in Malaya were probably the cream of the

Japanese Army.

DECLASSIFIED

\ mo, l-4-T4 =
b b, MR, Date MAR 51974

Regraded Unclassified



O P
.

12,

Ih-
15,

SGhEs

THE JOINT BOARD

Joint Intelligence Committee

Washington
DAILY SUMMARY
Ne. 7B copy 1 of 29.
8:00 A.M. 24 rPebruary 15k2.

Distribution

THE PRESIDENT
Secretary of War 16. Secretary of the Navy
Chief of Staff of the Army 17. Chief of Naval Qperations
Chief of Staff, G.H.Q. 18, Commander-in-Chief, U.5. Fleet
Deputy Chief of Staff 19. chief, Bureau of Aeronautics
Deputy Chief of Staff for Air 20. Asst. C.0.5. Cominch (Plans)

.Assistant Chief of Staff, W.P.D. 21.

Assistant Chief of S5taff, 0-2 22.
A.C. of 5., A=2, Army Alr Forces 23.

Commandant, U.S5.M.C.
Director, Naval Intelligence
Head, Foreign Branch, O0.N.I.

thief, Intelligence Branch, M.I.D. 2L4-25.Joint Strategic Committee

Secretary, Joint Board 26. Coordinator of Information

Secretariat, 0.5.J.C.5.C. 27. Mr. Harry Hopkins

British Joint Staff Mission 28-29.J.1.C. File
DECLASSIFIED

s JOB memo, 1-4-T4 HPER 319?4
By RHP, NLR, Late ;

Regraded Unclassified



Si i I ! THE JOINT BOARD

Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Burma. The British withdrew from the BILIN to the SITTANG RIVER
on 21 Feb. The government is leaving RANGOON. J.I.C. Comment: The
SITTANG RIVER is 20 miles east of PEGU, a town on the RANGOCON-MANDALAY
railway 50 miles northeast of RANGOON. Press reports from RANGOON, 23
Feb., indicate that the Japanese were still east of the SITTANG. The
report that communication with RANGOON had been lost was unfounded, but
direct reports thence are infrequent, vague, and late,

Philippines. Situation unchanged.

Netherlands Fast Indies. J.I.C. Comment: Yesterday's report that
2,000,000 tens of oll Tell inte enemy hands at PLADJOE was in error.
The 2,000,000 tons was intended to represent the annual capacity of the
PLADJOE refinery, not stock on hand. Actually, this refinery has a
daily capacity of L45,000 bbls. crude and 18,000 bbls, cracking, and it
produces annually about 370,000 bbls. of aviation gasoline. There is
no infermation as to the actual steck on hand,

Action has been taken to bring in 500 officers and men reported to
have reached PADANG (1) from SINGAPORE. The evacuation of QOSTHAVEN (2)
has becn completed.

In & new attack on Japanese shipping near BANKA STRAIT (¥, Allied
bombers set one 10,000 ton ship afire and machine-gunned other vessels.

A Jepanese convey of four destroyers, one submarine, and two trans-
ports was reported to be approaching CHRISTMAS ISLAND (L), 300 miles
south of SUNDA STRAIT (2) on 22 Feb.

In JAVA, MAGALANG (5), MALANG (&), and SOERABAJA (7) were bombed.
Ten Allied bombers were destroyed on the ground at various fislds.

Six onemy bombers are believed to have been destroyed in an Allied
attack on the airfield at DEN PASAR (8), BALI. Enemy losses in the
naval engagement off BALI, 19 Feb., are now believed to havc been two
cruisers, one destroyer, and two transports.

Enemy reinforcements are resported to have landed on TIMOR (9).
J.I.C. Comment: No Portuguese resentmont is shown regarding the Japa-
nese landing in Portuguese Timor, which is excused as a consequence of
previous Allisd occupation.

Melanosia. J.I.C. Comment:; Japanese air and naval roinforcements
continue to errive in the RABAUL (10) area, which is rapidly assuming
the proportions of a major advanced base.
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of a number of Allied bombers sent to attack RABAUL and GASMATA,
only two were able to reach their objectives, because of bad weather
and operational difficulties, The results of the attack could not be
obsarved,

Unconfirmed reports from NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA, state that a
Jepanese force of two flying bosts and thirty bombers attacked a U,S.
navel force north of that place. Both flying boats and sixtean
bombers were shot down, while several American planes were lost,

galifornia. A Japansse submarine (1-8 class) surfaced off ELL-
wooD TIZ miles west of SANTA BARBARA) about 7:20 PYT last night and
fired 25 rounds of five inch shells at the Bankline 0il Refinery,
hitting at least onc and probably two wells., The extent of the
damagz is small, but undetermined, The firing ceased abruptly, and
gubmarine disappeared, J,I.C. Comment: This is the first hostile at-
tack ageinst the U.S. mainland in World Wer II.

LATIN AMERICA,

Colombia, The Assistsnt Chief of Staff is boing sent to PANAMA
to esTablIEh closo cooperation with the Caribbean Defense Command,
Venezuela, American, British, and Dutch naval vessels are
authotIzed to use Venszuelsn ports, provided that American command is
e¢learly ostablished, The government is insistont on thet point,
Brezzil. The Brazilian government hos demanded reperation and
satisTaction from GERMANY for the sinking of two Brazilisn merchant-
men, threataning confiscation of German properties in retaliation.
J,I.0. Comment: Thes: three important countrics, as wall as
URUGUAY (Summary No. 75), scem to have adopted 2 firm anti-ixis policy,

Venezuela, Exportation of Venezuslan oil will be reduced about LO,
percent as & result of convoying shallow-draft tenkers to ARUBA and
CURACAO,

ATLANTIC THEATER,

Submarines, J,I,C. Commenty After more than a month of compara-
tive TAactivity, U-boats sre again appearing in numbers along the
northern convoy routes.

Germen Ships. FPhotogrephic reconnaissance on thc 22nd located the
fol ng Gorman unitsg

At KIEL - CGNEISENAU and NURNBERG
At WILHELMSHAVEN - SCHARNHORST
At BERGEN - ADN. SCHEER and probably
PRINZ EUGEN
At TRONDHEIM - TIRPITZ
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Early on the 23rd one pocket battleship one cruiser, and three de-
stroyers were reported off the coast botween BERGEN and TRONDHEIM -
probebly the ADM, SCHEER and PRINZ EUGEN en route to join the TIRPITZ
at TRONDHEIM.

EASTERN EURQFEAN THEATER.

No change in the situation.
MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Libya. Both sides continue ground patrolling. Air activity, par-
ticularly that of the Axis, has increased. 0On 22 Feb., an Axis convoy
of eight merchant ships, protectad by # strong force of escort vessels,
was observed moving south from a position 270 miles northzast of
MISURATA -

Mediterranean. The Italian Navy now has gun power numerically
superilor to that of the British in the EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. The Axis
air force is boing augmentod to o point of numerical superiority. MALTA
is being neutralized under continuous bombing. MNinety percent of Axis
shipping is reaching AFRICA safely. Rommal will scon bo sufficiently re-
inforced for an Axis offcnsive on EGYPT. The strongthening of garrisons
in the AECEAN ISLANDS, the improvemsnt of air ficlds, the assembly of
landing barges and boats, end tho training of troops in landing oxercises
are indieated o8 li%ely preliminaries for an Axis spring offensive to
selze the EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN area. Aircraft could bu scbsequently re-
legsed to the Russian froat in time for a major offensive in that thesteor
when weather permi+ted. J.I.C. Comment: This Committoc supports this
hypothesis as part of tho German plans to seize Key oil resources in the
CAUCASUS and MIDDLE EAST inm 19k2.

. (/ a 6 ol LI
A. SI B y 1II
Captain, F. A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
mlitary or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Burma. U.5. Mission personnel have retired northward from RANGOON
(1), except for a small detall left to destroy property which could not
be evacuated. At latest report, fighting continued in the BILIN sector
(2), with no change in the situation described in Summary No. 73. Enemy
concentrations at CHIWNOMAI (3) and CHIMNORAI (L) presage direct attack
on UPPER BURMA.

as a distributing or repair station (or both) for mu-
nitions, aircraft supplies, and torpedoes.

Philippines. Activity continues light. Apparently the enemy is
now using EEFITE

Netherlands East Indies. On 21 Feb., reconnaissance cver the
ANAVERS TSLANDS () revealed the presence there of two carrviers, two
light cruisers, one heavy cruiser, and ten destroyers. J.I.C. Comment:
This area is the rendezvous for escorts and convoys. The vessels men-
tioned above appear to be awaiting the arrival of transports with rein-
forcements for the JAVA campaign.

pur planes attacked enemy shipping in the BANKA area (&), 20 Feb.,
scoring four direct hits on three transports.

All of the oil installations and stocks in eastern SUMATRA were
destroyed except those at PLADJOE, near PALEMBANG (7), where the re-
finery and 2,000,000 tons of oil fell into enemy hands. Efforts are be-
ing made to destroy this establishment by bombing. J.I.C. Comment: The
PLADJOE refinery is capable of making aviation gasoline. Although the
report states "ons", 2,000,000 barrels seems more probable.

The enemy attacked KALIDJATE (8) airdrome on the 20th and 21st,
demaging the airfield and destroying thres planes on the ground and two
in the air. OQOur antiaircraft shot down four Japanese bombers. Damage
was slight in raids over SOERABAJA (%) and the airdrome at MANDIOEN (10).

During the night and morning of 20-21 Feb., attacks continued on
Japanese troops in BALI (11). On the 1%th, a naval attack on Japanese
ships in this area resulted in torpedo hits on an enemy cruiser and de-
stroyer and a gunfire hit on another cruiser. A Dutch distroyer was
lost and a cruiser damaged.

Communications with KOEPANG (12) have been severed. J,I,C. Comments
TIMOR must be assumed to be in enamy hands.

Australia. In addition to losses inflicted at DARWIN, 19 Feb., two
British vessels were destroyed by bombing in that general vicinity on the
same day; one near CAPE FOURCROY (13), the other at WYNDHAM (1L).
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Melanesia., There are indications of increased enemy activity in
the TEUR [15)-MARSHALLS-NEW BRITAIN (16) area, particularly by air and
submarine units. Air forces in WEW BRITAIN continue to receive rein-
forcements and naval units have been sighted in ST. GEORGE'S CHANNEL
{between WEW BRITAIN and NEY IRELAND), and at GASMATA, in addition to
the large force previously reported at RABAUL.

Alaska. An enemy submarine was sighted 17 miles northeast of
CHERNOFGRI, (UNALASKA ISLAND) at noon yesterday. This submarine was
previously sighted on 21 Feb. J.I.C. Comment: It appears that the
Japanese are maintaining a constant submarine patrol in this area in
order to prevent a surprise attack on JAPAN from ALASKA. This bellefl
is strengthened by the fact that although submarines are frequently re-
ported in the vicinity, no attacks on shipping have occurred.

LATIN AMERICA.

W_EEE. The dissolution of Congress will result in cancellation
of the March election and in more active defense measures. Popular
scquiescence is anticipated. J.I1.C. Comment; President Beldomir had
previcusly made it clear that he would not hesitate to rule by decree
if such action became necessary to maintain offective cooperation with
the UNITED STATES in Homisphere defense. His action, although uncon=-
stitutional, was a bold stroke to prevent obstructive exploitetion of
recent Allied reverses by pro-Axis elements. It should clear the way
for more effective cooperation,

ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. German submarines were particularly active over the
week-end, Wany contacts were reported and at least six Allied merchant
vessels were sunk. U-boat operations extended all the way from the
high latitudes, where two merchant vessels were sunk from &n escorted
convoy, to the northeast coast of SOUTH AMERICA, where a ship was sunk
off BRITISH GUIANA., In addition, one ship was attacked and sunk in the
latitude of NEW YORK, one in the FLORIDA STRAITS, one in the central
CARIBBEAN, and one off TRINIDAD. Heavy loss of life is common to most
of these sinkings.

L ¥t o
German Ships. A German "pocket" battleship and a HIPPER class
cruiger have been located in GRIMSTAD FJORD (south of BERGEN). The

TIRFITZ remains at TRONDHEIM. A battle cruiser, believed to be the
SCHARNHORST, is in the floating dock at KIEL, with the cruiser NURNBERG
berthed nearby. The other battlecruiser is berthed at WILHELMSHAVEN.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

The situation is unchanged.
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5. EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

Thers is no change in the situation.

N e f?’ﬁ"
A. SIDNIY BUFO 111

Captaln, F. A.
hsst. Secy., J.I1.C.
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Joint Intelligence Committee

Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Burma. J.I.C., Comment: BASSEIN (1), in the delta of the IRRAWADDY
100 miles west of RANGOON, was bombed heavily, which may indicate that a
hostile landing in that area is impending. There is no report of de-
velopments on the BILIN HIVER front (2).

Philippines. Artillery fire against the forts has ceased. All other
activity 1s very light, except for hostile aviation. There has been no

enemy infiltration since 2,000 were killed within our lines during the
three weeks ending 17 Feb. The enemy is apparently awaiting reinforce-
ments, Our morale is high.

Wetherlands East Indies. J.I.C. Comment: There is no further re-
port on the progress of Iighting at BALI or TIMOR, or of new develop-
ments elsewhere, It ias believed that two Japanese divisions are now
present in southern SUMATRA. KENDARI (southeastern CELEBES) has sup-
planted DAVAD (southern MINDANAO) as the principal Japanese base in east-
ern INDONESIA.

Australia. The damage done at DARWIN is now lmown to include the
loss ol one destroyer and six merchant ships, severe damage to two mer-
chant ships, and minor damage to six other vessels. Twelve Allied planes
were lost in combat and nine were destroyed on the ground. Five, possi-
bly ten, enemy planes were shot down. The Australians have ordered the
demolition of an emergency airfield south of DARWIN, and of three other
airfields on the coast to the east, J.I.C. Comment: The effects of this
raid indicate DARWIN'S vulnerability.

Melanesia. Reconnaissance at RABAUL, 18 Feb., revealed the presence
there ol four light cruisers, one aircraft carrier, one oiler, one mine-
layer, and twelve merchant vessels. This is a larger force than had been
proviously reported.

LATIN AMERICA.

General. J.I.C. Comment: Allied reverses in general and the sub-
marine attack on ARUBA in particular have had a depressing psychological
affect in SOUTH AMERICA. Particular apprehension is oxpressed in BRAZIL,
CUBA, and COSTA RICA. The attitude of BOLIVIA toward the expulsion of
Axis diplomats is wavering. In URUGUAY the Prosident has found it ex-
pedient to dissolves Congress. It is reported that ARGINTINA and CHILE
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have formed a neutrality bloc similar to that established by SPAIN and
PORTUGAL. J.I.C. Comment: Latin American solidarity with the UNITED
STATES is premised upon Allied command of adjacent waters. Only a
practical demonstration of strength will alleviate current misgivings.
Fear grips the hearts of those with little faith,

ATLANTIC THEATER.

Dutch West Indies. Local authorities are greatly concernad over
the vulncrability ol the LAKE MARICAIBO-ARUBA-CURACAO tanker route.
The special shallow draft tankers used on this route are considered ir-
replaceable, and they have suffered a loss of almost 10 percent to date.
The refineries in ARUBA and CURACAO are totally dependent upon these
ships for their crude oil supply.

Martinigue. A German submarine landed a hospital case at FORT-DE-
FRANCE ynaia?ﬁw and departed shortly thereafter. J.I.C. Comment: This
is permissible under internationsl law. There is ne cvidence to con-
firm reports that enemy aircraft or submarines are basing on the FRENCH

WEST INDIES.

German Ships. Alrcraft reconnaissance on the morning of 21 Feb. re-
vealed an cnemy force of two heavy units, three cruigsers, and an unde-
terminaed number of dastroyers steaming on a northerly course about 120
miles NWW of HELGOLAND. J.I.C. Comment: The heavy units ars probably
the two "pocket® battleships. It is quite possible that they arc en
route to TRONDHEIM to join the TIRPITZ, which, on 20 Feb., was observed
in TRONDHEIM FJORD steaming slowly on a northeasterly course.

French Ships. The French battleship DUNKERQUE, damaged by the
BritﬁﬁTszL-ﬁEBIR in July 1940, has arrived under her cwn power
at the principal French naval base at TOULON. J.I.C. Comment: Tha de-
parture of the DINKERQUE from MFRS-EL-KEBIR was reported in J.I.C. Sum-
mary No. 72. .

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Both sides are carrying out patrol activities in the unoccupied zone
betwoen the British line GAZALA-HACHEIM and the Axis positions MICHILI-
TMIMI.

An unconfirmed report from ANKARA states that General Rommel has
been ordered from LIBYA to RUSSIA. J.I.C. Comment; If true, this would
indicate an Axis decision to delay a renewal of the Libyan offensive.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

The situation along the front remains unchanged. It is reliably, re-
ported, however, that Russian troops in the CAUCASUS are making extensive
proparations to meet the anticipated German attempt to reach Caucasian oil
by land and by the BLACK SEA. '

ol T

A. SIDNE¥Y B y IXE

Captain, F. A.
hast. Secy., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

i .-NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval scurce actually present in the area under discussion.

1, FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Alaska - Siberia. The Alaskan Defense Command anticipates an attack
on the ALEUTIAN IBLARDS early in the spring, to prevent aid to RUSSIA
and to facilitate a Japanese attack on the MARITIME PROVINCES.

China. Reliable Chinese sources state that one Japanese division
has been withdrawn from the vicinity of ICHANG to HANKCOW, and that 10,000
troops have been ordered from SHANGHAI t» HANKOW, of whom 3,000 have
arrived at the latter place. Another drive on CHANGSHA may be impending.

The U.5.5. TUTUILA, now at CHUNGKING, is being turned aver to the
Chinese Covermment. J.I.C. Comment: This marks the end of the YAngt¥e
Patrel.

Indo-China. Chinese sources state that 20,000 tons of ammunition,
ineluding some French-owned, are being shipped from SAIGON for use in
BURMA .

Burma. At latest report (20 February) heavy fighting continued on
the BILIN RIVER (1). The British continued te hold the river line in the
center, but the Japanese had succeeded in crossing on beth flanks. The
British were counterattacking in an effort to restore the line, but the
issue was in doubt.

A large, heavily escorted convoy has been reported off the BURMA
Coast, A direct attack on RANGOON (2) by sea, while defense fprces are
engaged on the BILIN frent, may be impending.

FPhilippines. &Situation unchanged.

Netherlands East Indies. Alr activity over JAVA contimues cn a

major scale. GSEMPLAR airlield, near BUITENZONG (3), ANDIR airfield,
BANDOENG (L), and SOERABAJA (5), were attacked on the 1%th, with appre-
ciable losses on both sides. Yesterday (20 February) ANDIR and KALIDJATI
(both near BANDOENG) were heavily bombed, J.I.C. Comment: This heavy
eneny air activity throughout JAVA aims at the complete destruction of
all air opposition and presages a landing operation.

An enemy force estimated at 2 cruisers, L or 5 destroyers, and L trans-
ports arrived off southeast BALI (6) on the night of the 18th. It was
attacked throughout the 19th by planes with heavy bombs, resulting in
3 direct hits on one or more crulsers, two direct hits on transports,and
8 near misses on destroyers. In addition 1 cruiser and 1 transport were
hit by light bombs. In spite of this attack, the enemy succeeded in
landing forces estimated at one regiment, at two points northeast and
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south of DEN PASAR and is believed to have occupied the airfield. A Dutch
communique states that United Nations naval forces, including submarines,
launched an attack against enemy ships on the evening of the 1%th. The
Japanese ships withdrew at daylight of the 20th. These cpesrations weore
accompanied by heavy fighter activity, in which the enemy suffered severc
losses, OQur losses were 5 fighters, 2 dive bombers, and 5 other bembers
destroyed on the ground while refueling at MALANG (7), JAVA.

A convoy of 17 ships, including 2 cruiser escorts, departed from
SINDJAI (8), southern CELEEES, on the morning of the 20th, probably for
BALI (5) or TIMOR (9).

Reports from Tokyo state that Japanese troops landed near DILLI,
PORTUQUESE TIMOR, in addition to the landing previcusly reported near
KOEPANG, DUTCH TIMOR.

Australia. Damage caused by the raid on DARWIN (10), 19 February,
was very heavy, but details are lacking because of poor communications.
Fire fighting was made impossible by failure of the water supply. All
hangers at the RAAF and civil acrodromes were demolished. Two imerican
planes were destroyed and seven damaged. In addition, five ships were
destroyed (instead of two, as reported yesterday). Casualties were light.

Melanesia. There are indications that the base facilities now under
construction at RABAUL (11) w#ill be completed by early March. Japanese
air and naval reinforcements continue to arrive in NEW BRITAIN,

ATLANTIC THEATER

German Ships. Therc is no Admiralty confirmation of press reports
that The SCHEER and HIPPER are at sea in cempany with the TIRPITZ.
Reconnaissance located the TIRPITZ clese off the cocast of NORWAY, 19 Feb-
ruary. At that time no mention was made of accompanying heavy units.

WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

J.I.C. Comment: The recent conference between Franco and Salazar
indicates that SPAIN appreciates fully her precarious economic situation
and will, if possible, avoid war.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Following the reconnaissance in force previously reported, Rommal
left a covering force along the line GAZALA - HACHEIM. Apparently he has
concentrated the bulk of his troops south and slightly west ef DERNa.

EASTERN EUROFEAN THEATER

German counterattacks in the DONETS area of the UKRAINE have met with
little success, partially because of a temporary thaw. Elsewhere the

-l
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situation is unchanged, with heavy fighting in progress in the center and
north. Deep snow in some places and thaw in others have probably been
respensible for the recent inactivity on the Eastern European front.

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Major, Cavalry
Secretary, J.1.C.
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ANNEX

J«I.C. Summary No. 73

OBSERVATIONS BASED ON AERIAL COMBAT
EXPERIENCE IN THE FAR EAST

A bomber pilot just returned from Java makes the following
observations regarding the quality of American planes and on
Japanese bombing technique:

1. The "Flying Fortress" (B 17-E) has performed
superbly against Japanese aircraft and anti-aircraft
opposition. It has climb, speed, and, above all, is
able to protect itself against Japanese pursuit. On
several occasions numercus hits by aircraft and anti-
aircraft fire have failed to bring it down, primarily
because of its sturdy construction.

2. The P-40 is far superior to the Japanese Type
0 fighter in firepower, durability, speed, and climb.
The Type 0 is the more maneuverable, being lighter, but
is also the more vulnerable because of its lack of suf-
ficient armor.

3. In attacking surface vessels, Japanese bombers
come over in waves. After the final wave has completed
its attack and when the ship has ceased its evasive
maneuvera, a lone "sleeper” plane sneaks in and releases
its bomb. It was by this method that the U.5.5. HOUSTON
was hit during the engagement in Macassar Strait.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

General. Chinese sources state that Japanese leaders are determined
that STNCATORE shall not be "another HANKOW." The significance of the
allusion to HANKOW is that the policy of limited objectives failed in
OHIMA and that, in the light of that experience, the Japanese set no
limit upon the extension of present operations. Offensives against both
INDIA and AUSTRALIA should, therefore, be anticipated. J.I.C. Comment:
Although the Japanese may not be able to conduct both offensives simul-
taneously, further offensive operations after the consolidation of the
nBarrier® should be anticipated.

,India. A competent observer states that, although there is a
solidITIcation of anti-British sentiment in INDIA, this should not be
interproted as a desire for defeat of the United Nations. Specific
Indian objectives are a promise of self-government and &n All-Indian
executive council to the Viceroy.

Burma - Thailand. The British must hold in southern BURMA if all
supplles now at MANGUON (1) are to be evacuated successfully.

J.I.C. Comment: There is no direct report from BURMA on the progress
of operations there. Contrary to an inference from press reports in
yesterday's Summary, despatches from LONDON repert heavy fighting on the
BILIN RIVER on the l8th. There is no indication of the outcome except
in press despatches (RANGOON, 19 February), which are contradictory.

One report states that the Japanese have reached KYAIK-TO, 15 miles
northwest of BILIN (2) and Z;i:ilau east of FEGU (3). Fighting is also
in progress on the northern frontier of THAILAND. Chinese sources claim
that Chinese ferces are pursuing the enemy toward CHIENGRAI (L).

Ph ines. Situation unchanged.

Metherlands East Indies. BANDOENG (5) was attacked by 12 Japanese
bombers and 20 I ighters, 1B February, causing seme damage. The eil fields
at TJEPOE (6), castern JAVA, were raided also, with unknown result.
Twenty-five bombers and two fighters attacked SOERABAJA (7), hitting one
Dutch ship and sinking an old submarine. American fighters engaged the
enemy, destroying five bombers and one fighter at the loss of one
Amorican plane.

A TOKYO broadcast announces & Japanese landing in the wicinity of
KOEPANG. (B) J.I.C. Comment: This report is unconfirmed from ABDA sources
as yet, but conforms to expectations, The importance of KOEPANG as a
station on the air route from DARWIN to SOERABAJA has been indicated

repeatedly.
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Australia. The Japanese made two air attacks on shipping and air-
fields at DARWIN, 19 February. The first was made by 27 bombers,
escorted by fighters; the second by 21 unescorted bombers. At least
two ships, including a destroyer, wers lost, and at least throe others
were damaged severely. Damage to the airfields is unknown.

J+I.C. Comment: This attack and preceding aerial operations demon-
strate skillful technique on the part of the enemy. Shipping at DARWIN
included the convey turned back from KOEPANG aftor prompt discovery and
attack in the TIMOR SEA, and presumably kept under reconnaissance there-
after. The enemy fighters must have been carrier-borne, since the dis-
tance to AMBOINA, the necarest land base, exceeds their radius.

Mandates. Enemy air activity in the MARSHALLS is increasing.
A U, BV submarine has sunk a 5,000-ton ensmy merchantman,

Wake Island. There is considerable shore development at WAKE, al-
though no Important forces arc in evidence there.

West Coast. An encmy submarine was attacked 100 miles west of SANTA
CRUZ, CALIFORNIA, without positive results.

2. AMERICAN THEATER

Sault Sainte Marie Locks. J.I.C. Comment: The destruction of the
500 Canal laocks would practlically paralyze imerican arms production,
A combination attack by parachute troops and airborne engineer demclition
crows landing on the ice above and below the locks is quite possible
today. A well-coordinated defense, including ground troops, interceptor
pursuit, aircraft warning net, and DERAX Station is indicated.

3. ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. There is evidence of an increasing concentration of
submarines in the CARIBBEAN, with & probability of five in the ARUBA-
TRINIDAD area, possibly one south of MOMA PASSAGE, and one near the
WINDWARD PASSAGE. Another was sighted well north of the LEENARD ISLANDS
on & SW heading.

iruba. J.I.C. Commont: MNotwithetanding earlier reports, therc was
no ahaIIIng of ARUBA yesterday, and no ships were torpedoed in its
vicinity. Air coverage and sea ¢scorts have been established for all
traffic in the vicinity of ARUBA and CURACAOD.

Trinidad. It is reported that two merchant vessels were torpedoed
during the night of the 18th in TRINIDAD HARBOR. Both ships remain
afleat.. J.I.C. Comment: A most audacious attack, if perpetrated by a
submarine, as the depth of water in the harbor and in its immediate
approaches will not permit a submarine to submerge.

No « German aircraft strength in NORWAY has been augmented

recen 6 to 9 "F.WN. 200" (Conder) patrol planes, a group of 36 Messer-
schmidt 109's and a group of 36 Mcsserschmidt 110'a., The Messerschmidts
: DECLASSIFIED
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escorted the German ships on their move from BREST, having been stationed
in that port previously. Thelr transfer to NORWAY may indicate a possible
move to Nerweglan waters of important German naval units.

At noon 19 February, the TIRPITZ was sighted on a MNE course 20 miles
off the Norwegian Coast, at VIGTEN. J.I.C. Comment: It is assumed that
the TIRPITZ is engaged in routine training operations,

J+1.C. Comment: The movement of the German heavy units from BREST
to NORTH SEA ports opcrates to the immediate advantage of the Allies and
simplifics the task of guarding against a sertie of the German Fleet.

Nerth Africa. In the early morning of 19 February, the French battle-
ship DURKERQUE, Two destroyers, and two submarines left the port of
MERS-EL-KEBIR for an unknown destination. The French destroyers KERSAINT,
CID, and ALCYON had already departed from ALGIERS, During this period
there was an interruption of telephone communications between ALGIERS and
MOROCCO. J.I.C. Comment: Whilc the DUNKERQUE has long been expected to
leave for drydocking purposcs and to repair fire control equipment, a
move of any important units of the French fleet must, at this time, be
viewed with suspicion. This applies equally as well to activity at
MARTINIQUE.

li. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

British fighter planes heve been transferred from EL ADEM to air-
fields further east. s of 18 February, British patrolling near Axis
positions constituted the only ground activity inm LIBYA. J.I.C. Comment:
There was no official communique from CAIRO yesterday and last night
even press news was lacking.

5. EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

J.1.C. Comment: Although no official information has been received,
there are rumors that the Russeian forces have made substantial gains in

the area gencrally west of MOSCOW.
Cadoctt & Dponipce

LUIWELL L. MONTAGUE
Major, Cavalry
Secrotary, J.I.C.
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NOTE: Unless there i1s definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussicn.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Manchuria. A large underground airdrome is being rushed to completicn
at CHEWOTUNG, 200 miles west of HARBIN. J.I.C. Comment: This activity
would seem to indicate that the Japanese anticipate major operations in
this area this year. Such an airdrome threatens CHITA, & "bottleneck"
in Russian communications with the Far East.

Burma. There are contimued indications of increasing Japanese rein-
forcement for & decisive offensive against BURMA. J.I.C. Comment: Although
there is no mention of amy fighting, a British communique states that
Japanese troocps have crossed the BILIN RIVER, * The British probably
occupied that line only to cover withdrawal to the more considerable
SITTANG RIVER. In the latter position they would not be exposed to hostile
landings in their rear, but they would be only 20 miles east of the RANGOON-
MANDALAY railroad at PEGU, which is 50 miles north of RANGOON., The evacua-
tion of civilians from RANGOON has begun.

Philippines. LUZON: Supported by heavier artillery concentrations,
the Japanese troops in BATAAN are being regrouped. We have captured some
of the enemy materiel and other equipment. CAVITE batteries continue to
shell FORT FRANK. Our stock of field artillery ammunition is rapidly
becoming exhausted. - MINDAMAO: No change, except that we are strengthen-
ing the area by adding certain key officers.

Netherlands East Indies. American bembers are believed to have sunk
one large and one small Japanese transport off BANKA ISLAND. American
fighters carrying light bombs shot down four Japanese fighters which inter-
cepted them near JAVA and then continued on their mission, bombing the air-
field at PALEMBANG. -Twenty-one Japanese planes attacked SOERABAJA, causing
little damage, but losing five bombers to Allied counteraction. KOEPANG
(TIMOR) was alsc bombed by the enemy.

Jel.C. Comment: There continue to be strong indications of an early
landing attack on TIMOR. -

A serious labor problem has developed in the ports of JAVA, native
labor taking flight from citiecs to avoid bombings. J,I.C. Comment: This
parallels previous experience at RANGOON.

Australia. DARWIN was raided by Japanese planes.

The U.S.A,T.. HOLBROOK (ex PRESIDENT TAFT) was not sunk. J.I.C. Comments
She was reported torpedoed off AUSTRALIA. (Summary No. 68).
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Melanesia, The concentration of enemy ships off RABAUL has increased
and iT Is estimated that one division is there now. PORT MORESEY is the
supposed objective of this force, although LAE and SALAMUA may be occupied
first, Although 6 to 8 squadrons of planes are at RABAUL, only miner air
activity is reported, suggesting conservation of gascline for impending
rperations. J.I.C. Comment: LAE and SALAMUA are on the northeast coast
of NEW GUINEA. PORT MORESEY is opposite them on the southeast coast.

General. There are indications that Japanese submarine activity will
increase along the routes of supply to JAVA from AUSTRALIA and the INDIAN

OCEAN.
Results obtained by Japanese air attacks of recent date have been

markedly inferior to those of the first menth of the war. In view of the
very heavy and continuous air operatlions, with consequent loss of pilots,
it is believed that the quality of available pilots is deteriorating.

Postseript. Four cruisers and two transports have been sighted (at
dawn, 1B Feoruary) about 70 miles northwest of BALI. Their objective
appears to be the airport on that Island. J.I.C. Comment: BALI 1s
adjacent to JAVA on the east. Its seizure would advance preparations fer
the attack on JAVA believed to be impending.

2. LATIN AMERICA.

Aruba. The Caribbean Defense Command has established an air base at
ARUBA Trom which light and heavy bombers are eperating against Axis sub-
marines. The U.S.A.T, GIBBENS is being held in port awaiting the arrival
of a naval conmvoy from PUERTO RICO.

A German torpedo which had beached itself at ARUBA exploded while
being dismantled. It killed four Dutch efficers and men and injured ethers.
J.I.C. Commentt Lives seem to have been unnecessarily sacrificed and
important information about enemy weapons lost owing teo work by hasty and
inexperienced personnel.

Costa Rica. Julio Lepez Masegosa, a Spanish Falangist and suspected
Nazi Bgent who was interned at the outbreak of war in the Pacifie, has
been released, apparently through influence exerted on and by the Chief of
Police. The Minister of War is alarmed at the prospect of well-organized
Fifth Column activity, and urgently requests arms and ammunition.

Chile. The govermment has rejected Japanese demands for manganese,
nitrate, and copper, despite accompanying threats of submarine attack.

3+« ATLANTIC THEATER

French Guiana, It is reportod that cnemy submarines have been refuel-
ing up river at PORT OF MANA, FREMCH QUIANA, and this is substantiated in
part by reports of an unusual movement ~f feod and fuel frem CAYENHE to
MAMA. J.I.C. Comment: It is believed that the U-boats now operating im
the CARIBBEAN have arrangements for getting fuel and supplles after cross-

ing the occean.
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Mediterranean. British naval aircraft, presumably armed with tor-

gudnua, attacked an enemy force of L cruisers accompanied by destroyors

S miles east of SICILY on the morning of 16 February. Hits were claimed
on 2 cruisers and a destroyer. One of the cruisers hit was on fire aft
and losing speed. Subsequently & British submarine attacked a formation
of 2 heavy cruisers entering the STRAITS OF MESSIMA and cbtained two ter-
pedo hits on one of them. The safe arrival of important conveys in the
Mediterranean with the loss of only two merchantmen has been reported in
Admiralty announcements, thus refuting Italian claims of having sunk 9
ships sut of a MALTA convey.

MIDDLE EST THESTER

As of 18 February, all Axis columns participating in the reconnaissance
of the 16th had returned to the cnemy main position.

EASTERN EURCPEAN THEATER

The Russians claim continued advances in the northern secter, scuth
of LENINGRAD.

Qur M/A at London states that there have been increased alr activities
in FINLAND. He feels that Cerman airdromes on the Finnish front may point
toward air operations against supply lines through ARCHANGEL and MURMANSK.
J.I.C. Comment: Even if FINLAND desired to reach an understanding with
RUSSIA, military necessity and a strengthened belief in a German victory
would preclude amy such agreement.

ﬂﬂizdﬁgﬂﬁf,{fiﬁétﬂ?bé%;;tﬂ;
LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Majer, Cavalry
Secretary, J.I.C.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military
or naval source actually present in the area under discussicn.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC TEATER

Burma - Thailand. Air activity on both sides is confined to close
support of ground troops. Units of the Japanese Air Force are returning
to airdromes in northern THAILAND, however. Bombers and fighters are
being based at CHIENGMAI and other fighters are based at LAMPANG. J.I.C.
Comment: The situation in BURMA is considered critical. There are indica-
tions of constant Japanese air and ground reinforcement. The fall of
SINGAPORE has released strong forces for operations elsewhere.

Philippines. The arrival of additional enemy reinforcements in LUZON
1s indicated, ¥y include new alr units and a large convoy which has
arrived in SUBIC BAY, where the Japanese are now using OLONGAPO as a base.
Bombing and artillery concentrations are increasing.

Netherlands Fast Indies. By the occupation of PALEMEANG, DJAMBI, and
LAHAT, the Japmese will have the use of three major airfields in scuthern
SUMATRA. DJAMBI (125 miles northwest of PALEMBANG and 50 miles from the
coast) was occupied 16 February. LAHAT had not yet been occupied at
latest report. U.I.C. Comment: PALEMBANG and LAHAT are approximately
240 miles northwest of BATAVIA.

Japanese planes have attacked several small islands in SUNDA STRAIT
(between SUMATRA and JAVA).

Enemy planes reconnoitred DOBO ISLAND (approximately L25 miles ESE
of AMBOINA).

Australia. A4 convoy en route from DURWIN to KOEPANG was attacked by
35 bombers and 9 patrol bombers. The enemy effort was directed primarily
at the U.S.8. HOUSTON, which was not damaged. Although the attack lasted
an hour, it resulted in only slight damage to one vessel.

Melanesia. Enemy planes reconnoitred PORT MORESEY and BOUGAINVILLE
ISLA

‘U’E%“ Hn;p The Japm ese submarine, I-61, which was sunk off
s o s has been raised.

ATLANTIC THEATER

5 nes. The Oerman U+boat attack on ARUBA and CURACAQC resulted
in the Toss 8ix shallew=draft tankers and damage to one seagoing tanker.
Two of these ships were torpedoed while at anchor, one while alongside a
wharf, and two outside the entramce to LAKE W\RACAIBO, VEMNEZUELA. MNo
damage or casualties ocourred ashore. It is believed that at least three
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submarines were engaged in this attack. Three successful counterattacks
by aircraft are reported, but details are lacking.

J.I,0. Comment: The sighting of a submarine proceeding in a MW
direction off the nmorth coast of BRITISH GUIANA and of two other sub-
marines 10 miles north of PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD, suggests the possibility
that supply facilities are available for these craft on the FRENCH GUIANA
coast.

German Ships. The SCHARNHORST has been located at WILHELMSHAVEN and
the O PRINZ EUGEN at BRUNS BUTTEL (at the mouth of the ELBE on
the north bank).

J. WESTERN EUROPE.

Qur M/i at MADRID reports that the recent Franco-Salazar meeting at
SEVILLE had as its order of business the formation of a Spanish-Fortuguese
neutrality front. J.I.C. Comment: There can be little doubt that any such
Nneutrality front" will be more favorable to the Aixis than to the Allics.

i, MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Axis task forees have been moving castward for the past several days.
On 16 February, Rommcl made a reconnaissance in force with three columns.
The north column (L0 tanks) advanced to & point nine miles west of GAZILA.
The center column (LO tanks) reached a point seven miles scuth of TEMRED.
The south eolumn (28 tanks) progressed to an erea about forty miles south-
east of MEKILI. When British forward elements made contact with these
three columns, the Germans withdrew. This .ixis action not only served the
purpose of determining the contour of the British defense, but also
diverted Royal Air Force attention from convays reported en route from
Greck Islands to LIBX..

5. EALSTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

The situation is unchanged.

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE

Major, Cavalry
Secretary, J.I.C.
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ANNEX
J.1.,C, Summary No. TO

AN APPRECIATION OF GERMAN INTENTIONS
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

By M/A Caire

Substantiating evidence of an Axis attack in the Middle East is fur-
nished by the following: increased shipping to Tripoli; the resclute defense
of LIBYA; the replacement of airoraft losses in LIBYA amounting teo over 500
planes; the arrival of reinforcements for General Rommel in LIBYA: the con-
tinuous aerial bombardment of MALTA: the retention of & large amount of
airecraft in the Eastern Mediterranesan despite reverses on Eastern Front in
Russia; landing exercises practiced in AEGEAN Areas; the concentration of
air forces in the PELOPONESE; the construction of landing barges in CGreece
and plans for an increased Eastern Mediterranean Air Force which already
numbers over B00 planes.

The extent of any Axis operations in the Mediterranean will be dependent
upon the amount of troops Hitler feels can be spared from the German offen-
sive against the Russian Army. However, the conquest of IRAQ and IRAN
offers the following rich rewards; the severance of line of communication
between the CASPIAN SEA and the PERSIAN GULF; the rich oil fields of IRAN
and IRAQ; and an Axis controlled RED SEA.

The entrance of the United States into active participation of the
War and the failure of the German Army to decisively defeat the Russian
Forces must bring to Hitler the realigation that he will eventually lose the
war., This is likely to produce a decision to ask for peace terms at the
full tide of conguest when he will hold the maximum amount of conquered
territory and his armed forces still remain intact. This decision may cause
him to decide upon holding OREL-LENINGRAD line with & relatively light force
simultaneously striking heavily from the UKRAINE with ROSTOV, STALINGRAD,
and finally the CAUCASUS as nbjectives. To strengthen his hand at the peace
table he may stage an invasion of EGYPT, attack IRAQ and IRAN and thus
threaten CAUCASIA with a southern envelopment.

June lst is the earliest possible date for a German drive against the |(
Russian Army. While the operations in the Mediterranesan Area can be

arranged to begin by April lst. Thus it would be possible to use the same

air support for both offensives.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the ares under discussion,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Indian Ocean. Two submarines have been sighted in the GULF OF OMAN
(entrance to the FERSIAN GULF). A Danish ship has been sunk 60 miles
south of COCHIN (at the southern extremity of the west coast of INDIA).

Burma. The British have withdrawn from the THATON area to the line
of the BILIN RIVER. J.I.C. Comment: The BILIN is 30 miles north of THATON
and 50 miles south of PEGU, the rail junction through which supplies for
CHINA pass in transit from RANGOON to MAMDALAY. The River cannot be com-
pared to the SALWEEN as an obstacle. Emphasis is placed upon the
transition from jungle to bush country, but this change will reduce pro-
tection from dive bombing without impeding enemy infiltration.

Singapore. The War Office believes that only an incensiderable num-—
ber men were evacuated frem SINGAPORE. The commanding general there
cited exhaustion of motor fuel, rations, and water supply, as well as
heavy losses, as the reasons for his surrender.

Philippines. Heavy bombers are reappearing and air activities are
increas generally. Enemy artillery is being reinforced. The inten-
sity of fire on our permanent fortifications is more severe. Little
activity reported outside LUZON. J.I.C. Comment: Thc end of the Malayan
Campaign releases Japancse troops for employment elsewhere, and it should
follow that the enemy will now endeavor to reduce our resistance in the
PHILIFFINES,

Netherlands East Indies. All of the oil wells and refineries at
PALEMBEAWG were destroyed. 1In the ABDA area the Allies no longer possess
any refinery capable of maldng aviation gasoline.

In an attack off the SUMATRA Coast, Allied planes mdn direct hits
Y cruiaarn, nm o.t‘ which was set arire, ond o ve

Ampored 41T OpS By ©
: ng m iDl‘lAPGRE caused somo conﬂuinn.
are now bu:l.ng nthd:um from SUMATRA.

Pessimism regarding the United Nations' ability to hold JAVL is
current. Fear that Dutch native soldiers in JAVA may desert when onemy
attacks are launched in that area is expressed by high officials there.
Resistance of Dutch ground forces will be affeocted by lack of support by
fighter planes.

British ships with military forces arriving in JAVA are being unloaded
by the Dutch. The faciljties used for this operation consist of small
craft which had formerly been commandeered and loaded for dispatching to
:hru;utamd points of attack, indicat-in: that great disorganization exists

Tl

Alliad planﬂa
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It is reported that the oil ficlds at T.RaKiN have been restored and
put to usec by the Japanese. J.I.C. Comment: Much depends upon the type
and degree of destruction carried out by the Dutch prior to evacuation,
but in over a month it is safe to assumc that the Japancse could get a
mmber of wells in commission. The crude is of such a grade that it can
be pumped directly inte ships and used for Dicsel engincs without process-

ing.

hustralia. in Allied convoy en route from DURWIN to KOEP.NG was {
attacked by enemy bombers, 15 February, but sustained no damage.

Melanesia, justralian forces still maintain a guerrilla resistance
near RAERUL, REW BRITAIN.

EFATE, in the NEW HEBRIDES, has been reconnoitred by Japanese planes.
J.I1.C. Comment: It is believed that the Japancse contemplate an offensive
in this area, but that further consolidation of positions in the SOLOMON
ISLANDS is prerequieite.

Japan. A gontinual stream of planes is still proceeding from JAPAN
to the southern theatre of operations. Long range sesplanes follow a
route from JAPAN via the BONINS to SAIPAN, whilc the others take a route
via the LOOCHOW PENINSULA, TAKAO, MANILA, and LEGASPI to DAVLO. From
SATPAN and DAVAQ they are distributed to the operating units.

The Japanese Premier, General Tojo, stated to the Dict that
Singapore's fall would encble Japan to dispese of BURML, CHIN., INDIs, the
NETHERLANDS EAST IMDIES, AUSTRALILA, and NEW ZEALAND, in that order.

J.I.C. Comment: It appears that the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES have a higher
priority than is here indicated.

LATIN AMERICA.

Aruba. Submarincs have sunk five shallow-draft tankers in the viein-
ity of ARUBA and CURACAD and in the GULF OF VENEZUELA. Two others are
overdue. In addition the Lago Refinery at ARUBA (largest in the werld)
was shelled bricfly, without material damage. One submarine was sunk off
CURACAC by American bombers based on airfields in VENEZUELA. J.I.C.
Comment: Previous Summaries have called attention to the vulnerability
of the lLago Refinery to submarine attack. In addition to the threat to
important installations, a concertod naval attack in those waters will
have a psychological effect throughout SOUTE AMERIC...

WESTERN EUROPE nND NORTH /FRICi.

France. The Argentine Consul at C.SABLANCA has ordered all Argentine
citizens to leave at once. An unconfirmed report from BRAZIL predicts
the delivery of the French fleoct to GERMANY in the next fow days. The
recent recall to VICHY of the administrative heads of the North ifrican
provinces continmies to excite curiosity as to the significance of the con-
ference at this particular time. J.I.C. Comment: It can be anticipated
thet with the reverses suffercd by the United Nations, FRANCE will once
more tend to closer collaboration with GERMANY. This is not a war for the {
timid and for those who are afraid.

lim ADECLASSIFIED
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anish Morocco. The Spaniards are moving troops and artillery in
.1@%% from the MELILLA area in eastern SPANISH MOROCCO to
the TLNGIER-CEUTA area bordering on the S5TR.ITS OF GIBRALT.R.

MEDTTERRANEAN

During the past woek MALTA wos subjocted to the heaviest and most
frequent air raids of the war. Casualties were heavy and property damage
considerable. J.I.C. Comment: The noutralization of MLLT.. is a pro-
requisite to lxis domination of the MEDITERRLHNE.LN.

Frem 120 to 1LO motor boats have arrived in the MEDITERRANEAN via
the RHINE-RHONE canal in the past 3 menths. The probability is that
most of them are assault boats, although they have gemerally been roported
to be "EM boats.

MIDDLE E.ST THEATER

Lim. The situation remains unchanged.

Turkey. There is considerable Axis activity at BLACK SEn and
Lwﬁﬁfa in acquiring, building and preparing varicus types of small
eraft suitable for amphibious operations, These include about 140 self-
propelled twin pontoon SIEBEL ferries assembled at CONMSTANZA, VARNA and
RENI. The construction of merc than 100 caiques is being pushed in
western BLACK SEA and ABOEAN ports. Turkish companies backed by German
capital will give Germany control over some 70 other caiques in Turkey.
about 1000 concrete barges of 50-60 ton capacity are under contract for
construction in GREECE. Landing force excrcises utilizing rafts, small
craft and rubber boats arc being carried out in Greek coastal arcas.
This activity may be an indication of aggressive intent against Turkey,
or it may be part of a spring offensive against the USSR, The large scale
construction program, especlally of concrete barges, would seem to
indicate that the Germans have a definite plan to invade Turkey in the
spring or summer, if necessary.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

The Soviets claim slight advances in the vicinity of SMOLENSK and
KHILRKOV .

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Major, Cavalry
Sceretary, J.1.C.

o  DECLASSIFIED




ANNEX
J.I.C. SUMMARY MNo. 69

THE RECENT ACTION WITH THE GERMAN
BATTLE CRUISERS FROM BREST

An Admiralty dispatch describing the recent action with the German
battle cruisers from Brest is reproduced in full below:

Yesterday at 10L2 A.M. Spitfires on patrol reported enemy
warships off Le Touquet steering a Northerly course at high
speed. These subsequently proved to be the battle crulsers
SCHARNHORST and GNEISEMAU, and the crulser PRINZ EUGEN from
Brest, accompanied by destroyers and E-boats with heavy fighter
protection. At 1230 P.M. five M.T.B's attacked and claim one
torpedo hit on PRINZ EUGEN. At one P.M. six naval Swordfish at-
tacked and possibly cbtained one hit on a battle cruiser. At
1545 P.M. when about 20 miles west of the Hook of Holland, three
of H.M. Destroyers attacked the battle cruisers at 3500 yards
range and claim one probable and two possible hits with tor-
pedoes, Simultanecusly 2 further destroyers attacked a single
ship probably the PRINZ EUGEN. After the attack one of H.M. de-
stroyers was badly on fire, but subsequently was proceeding to
base at eight knots and reached harbour with several casualties.
At 1615 P.M. torpedo-carrying Beauforts carried out an attack,

A total of between 200 and 300 bombers, including Coastal Com-
mand aireraft and Naval Swordfish, with more than 300 fighters
as cover were dispatched at intervals during the day, but owing
to poor visibility and low cloud only between 50 and 60 air-
craft found the ships and no definite hits are claimed, but in
air fighting 17 enemy aircraft were destroyed, © probably de-
stroyed and 17 damaged. Qur losses were 15 bombers, six coastal
command aircraft, six Naval Swordfish and 17 fighters, total of
L. oOne fighter pilot is safe. The enemy ships were last re-
ported at nine P.M. in two groups 20 miles apart off the Taxel
proceeding North at about 17 knots, ENDS.

TR Lo waad b Y i~
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THE JOINT BO..RD
Joint Intelligence Committoe
Washington

HOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval scurce actually present in the arca under discuseion.

1. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THELTER

Indian Ocean. Off TRINCOMALEE (northwest CEYLON) an encmy sulwarine
shelled and sot afire the British 5.5. KAMUNING.

Burma. On 13 February a British unit at DUYINZEIK, ten miles north-
cast ol THATON, was attacked by a superior Japancsc force advancing
northwest from PAAN. J.I.C. Comment: Japancse success at DUYINZEIK would
turn the new British line established before THATON. Press despatchos,

15 February, report heavy fighting in the TH.TON area. It is now csti-
mated that thero are two Japancse divisions on this front.

n democlitions may have been cffected, it may be doubted
whether thorough destruction of the principal works and stores could be
accomplished in so short a time.

ai re. J.I.C. Comment: The surrender of SINGAPORE is acknowledged.
nlthuﬁi l

Netherlands East Indies. The enemy has occupied PALEMRANG (1).
J.I.CT Comment: Uccupatlon of PALEMBANG, together with BANJERM.SIN (2)
and MACASSAR (3) puts the Japanecse in position for an assault on JLV. from
three directions. Loss of the airfield therc prevents /.llied air rein-
fummmt- of JaV.. from the mast Tha rmmlatca l

Y 1 [C 5 CONVETS Ol iR L

An enemy uummt.rat-inn cun.uisti.rg of 3 cruisers, 9 deatru;rcru, and
7 auxiliaries, probably including an aircraft tender, has been sighted off
KENDGLRI (L). Its mission is believed to be an attack on BIM. (5) or
WaINGLPU (6). J.I.C. Comment: Such an attack would complete the isola-
tion of JuVa by cutting communications to the cast.

Japanese air strength in the CELEEES (3-L), AMBOIN. (7) area has been
considerably inercased. FLORES (B) and TIMOR (9) were extensively recon-
noitred on the 13th.

australia. The U.5.5.PERRY was unsuccessfully anttacked by enemy air-
craft about ©5 miles WNW of DARWIN (10). The U.S.a.T.WILLARD ... HOLBROOK
(formerly 5.5.PRESIDENT TAFT) was torpedoed by an cnemy submarine at
Lat. 3° 5., Long. 120° E. (off the socuthwest corner of AUSTRALIL) while
enroute from MELBOURNE to FHEEM.NTLE.

Melanesia: The Japanesc are using RABAUL (11) as a potrol plane and
submarine bese. Fighter protection is afforded by plancs based at

GASMATA (12).
[ DECLASSEED
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Philippines, Heavy enemy shelling of CORREGIDOR, as well as
numerous harassing fires on the BATAAN position, were the principal

factors in yesterday's situation on LUZON. Enemy aviation is active,
but ground movement is limited to patrelling. BSituation in other
areas of the PHILIFPINES is unchanged.

Mandates. Submarines operating in conjunction with aircraft
are reported to be active in the area north and east cf JALUIT.
J.1.C, Comment: This patrol is doubtless a measure taken to prevent
a repetition of the successful attacks on the MARSHALLS.

East Pacific. Two enemy vessels are reported in the Northeast
Pacific, one 600 miles south of UNALASKA, the other 300 miles west

of CAFE FLATTERY. An enemy submarine was attacked 3 miles off
LOS ANGELES breakwater without positive results, except for an oil
Blick.

2, ATLANTIC THEATER

The audacious escape of the SCHARNHORST, GNEISENAU and PRINZ
EUGEN by way of the STRAITS OF DOVER was successful because the
British had discounted the possibility of an attempt in that direction
and were prepared for a sortie to the west of the BRITISH ISLANDS {and
then perhaps north about into the BALTIC). They wers discovered only
in the course of normal patrol operations. It appears that there was
considerable delay in getting the bombers in the air and that the
ensuing effort to intercept the enemy lacked coordination between the
sea, air and land forces participating.

3. MNORTH AFRICA

M/A LISBON reports that the French authorities in NORTH AFRICA
would not weloome any expeditionary force that would be a mere token,
and that they are eager to avoild enother DAKAR.

4. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

JeI.Co Comment: While there have been as yet no official reports
of a resumed Axis offensive, such action may be expected momentarily.
The choice of this moment to add to the embarrassment of the Churchill
government would be in keeping with the Gorman poliecy of timing an
attack to coincide with a psychological setback suffered by an onamy.

The situation can be summarized as follows: Rommel can now be
supplied amply by moans of the overseas routes from ITALY, on which
losses have fallen rocontly to only about ten percent, perhaps because
of the ceaseless hammering of MALTA. Approximately ten divisions would
suffice him to drive on to EGYPT and threaten SUEZ, and his replacemonts
are arriving constantly. There has been no corrosponding inmercase in
British army and navy units in this general arca, With German forces
reported in GREECE, RHODES, and othor stratogic points, o medium scale
attack, coordinated mgainst EGYPT and PALESTINE or SYRIA,must be retoined
as o possibility which moy oppeor attractive to the Gormans.

-2- DECLASSIFIED
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5.

EASTERN EURQPEAN THE/TER

Jel.Cy Comment: Although there are no repurts ol importance, the
gensral stiffening of CGerman resistance, partiocularly In the south, is
consistent with the hypothesis that the expected German epring
of fensive will take the form of & containing amction in tho north and
canter with the major effort in the south, toward tho CAUCLGUS

Lol & ernZaguc

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUR
Major, Cavalry
Secretaryy J.l1.C.
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Joint Intelligence Committco
Washington

NOTEt Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
toxt, it may be assumed that information reported is from & competent
military or naval sourcc sctually present in the area under discussion,

FaR EST .ND PLCIFIC THE.LTER

Philippines. Therc 1s no change in the south and only local activity
in the nanE Japaneso clemcnts which landed on the wost coast of BATAAN

have noew been completely mepped up.

Burma. The front is stabilized on the linc PuN=-YINNYEIN across the
W.AT. LW PENINSULA sbout 20 miles north of MART.LELN,

Singapore. Heavy pressure contimues, with no matcrial change in the
situa®Ton. The Eritish War office hopes that rebistance can be main-
tained for two mora wecks. Pross reports state thoat British tanks have
gone into action for the first time.

Netherlands Bast Indies, Jopaneso small boat activity ncer
LABOEMINBILIK (20307 H., 100° E.) is reported. J.I.C. Comment: This may
presage a landing at this point, on the north central coast of SUMATRA
100 miles scutheast of MEDAN,

The anticipated Japanese attack on the PALEMBING-BAlK. area is in
progress, The airdrome at PLLEVBANG has been bombod heavily, without
damage. Perachute troops landed in the vieinity have boen mopped up,
according to the local commandor, but it is reported that the enomy is
also landing from the sea at the mouth of the MOESI RIVER (L5 miles to
the north). Dutch hove destroye

The convoy moving ! . on the PLLELBANG-B.LNE.L
area consists of approximately 6 eruiscrs, 1l destroyers, and 22 transports,
carrying one division., It hos becn split into five or six groups. J.I.C.
Commentt This division indicntcs thaot the Jopancseo learncd a losson from
the Battle of Macassgar Strait.

BANJERMLSIN has boon occupied by the enemy., Fighting continues at
MiCASS.R, where a1l faocilities arc roported to have beon destroyed.

East Pagific. Five enomy submarines arc reported to be in the Mid-
P&cifﬁ, = throe within 300 miles of HAWLII, onc about L50 miles south-
east of MIDWAY, and one near the PHOENIX- ISL.NDS.

J sc Mavy. Japan's cleventh battleship, completed in Novembor
1911 erronecusly assumed to be named the KII, is now believed to bo
callod the YaM.TO. It is at present the flugship of the Commander=-in-,
Chicf of thc Combined Fleet. A
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LiTIN JMERICA.

BR.ZIL has sold thc WINDHUK and CONTE GR.NDE (interned ixis vcssels)
to the UNITED ST.TES.

Great concern is shown in BRWZIL over the cscapec of the German war-
ships from BREST and over Japancsc successcs at SINGLPORE and in the E.ST
INDIES, J.I.C. Commont: In aligning themselves with the UNITED ST.TES,
Latin ;merican countries have relied upon 4llicd command of adjocent
waters. MWisgivings on thrt point have been & major deterrent in CHILE.

ATLANTIC THE.TER

The action agninst thc SCH.RNHORST, GHEISEN.U, aond PRINZ EUGEN cx-
tended from LE TOUQUET to TEXEL, Tho German ships wore cscorted by
destroyers, E-boots, and heavy concentrations of fightor plancs. They
were attacked by 5 motor torpodo boats, 3 destroycrs, a group of torpode
planes, about 250 bombcrs, and 300 fighters. Because of poor visibility,
no more than &0 British plancs wore able to find the target. Of these,
Ll werc destroyed. One destroyor wes olso damaged hc.ﬂv;%'. The Gormons
lost 17 to 22 plancs. It is believed that onc torpede hit the PRINZ EUGEN
and that another hit cither the SCH.RNHORST or the GNEISEN.U.

WESTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

J.I.C. Comment: Although there have boen no official reports as to
the outcome of the SEVILLE meeting between General Franco and Premier
Salazar, it is reliably stated that the meeting was cccasioned, so far as
PORTUGAL is concerned, by disappointment at thc widening breach with BRAZIL
and the realization thot PORTUGAL can no longer look ovcrscas for support.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Libya. The British War Office belicves that a renewal of the Axis
offensive is imminont. J.I.C. Comment: There are indications that
Rommol's rogroupment of forces and roorganization of supply are proceeding
more rapidly than was anticipated.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

J.I.C.Comment: There is nothing of importance to roport.

oot & PP onZapucn

LUDWELL L. NONTAGUE
Major, Cavalry
Socretary, J.I.C.
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Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually prescnt in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

China., Chinese sources report the withdrawal of five Japanese
divisTons from CHINA since 1 January, leaving 32 divisions in that
country. Foreign obscrvers agree that Japancse troops have been with-
drawn, but belicve that the movemcnt started in Novembor and that only
28 divisions, or approximately 600,000 men, remain there. Chincse
emphasis on Japanese withdrawals is in contrast to their unwillingness
to make an effective offensive move.

Burma. The ground situation is now stabilized, with a British
counterattack developlng in the PAAN sector, where two companics of the
enamy succeeded in crossing the river. Air operations of both sides are
limited.

Ei%EﬁrE. A night landing west of CHANGI has compelled the cvacua-
tion northeastern quarter of the Island. The line now runs
approximately: PASIR PAJANG-RACE COURSE-MACRITCHIE RESERVOIR-GEYLANG.
Demclition of harbor works is in progress. J.I.C. Comment: The defense
is now restricted to the city proper and its immcdiate environs. The
line 1s roughly an arc with & radius of six miles from the southern ex-
tremity of the town.

Netherlands East Indies. On 1l-12 February Japancse planes attacked
cecorted convoys Irom SINGAFORE in the vicindty of BAWKA ISLAND., Some
ships were hit.

A convoy consisting of 3 cruisers, 9 destroyers, and B or more trans-
ports, from the ANAMBAS ISLANDS, was last sighted sbout 175 miles nerth
of BANKA ISLAND., The airdrome at PALEMBANG is being subjected to repeated
air attacks, J.I.C. Comment:t The long-enticipoted attack on this area
now appears to be imminent.

Dutch morale has beun soverely affected by events 2t SINGAPORE and |]
the fallure of matorial aid to arrive in JAVA. It is rumored that the  |)
United Nations will abandon JAVA to its fate.

The LONDON radio reports the arrival of American troops in JAVA. m
J.I.E-E Commentt The American pross was requested not to publish this
roport,

Japanese air patrols are reoported to be on station betwoon DARWIN
and TIMOR. J.I.C. Comment: Our plancs have becn attacked on this csseon-
tial ferry route between AUSTRALIA and JAVA.

Melanesia. Reconnaissance and small, bombing missiins were cerried
out by Both sldes over NEW GUINEA and the BISMARCK ARCHIPEL.GO.
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Philippines. Aifter a pueriod of inactivity, thore was 2 resumption
of thc ary duel on B.T.nN cnd of that botween our forts and cnemy
batturics on the shores of C.VITE. Local infantry attacks are rlso
reported.. The enomy was more active in the air. The situstion is un-
changed in othor arces of the Philippinc .. rehipelago.

Jepen. Chincse sources report thot during the pnst two yenrs the
Japanese air force has bcen cxpanded tromendously. Their cstimatc of
plane strength, based on alloged captured documcnts, is given as 62L8
first linc planes, oexclusive of rescrves, vhich arc cstimated to be
50 percent., J.I.C. Commcnt:. This estimntc is considered to bc too high.
The combincd ONI-LID estimate gives a totol strength of approximately
5,300 combat plones, including reserves.

ATLaMNTIC THEATER

Submarine Situation. During the past B0 hours thore have boen no {H
reported submarine sttacks on shipping in the Westorn Atlantic.,

British herchantmon. The S, 8. .THELCROWH was torpcdocd 300 milcs
ESE of G.FE W.CE on 22 Janucry. .fter eight dzys in an opun boat,cight
survivors boarded the deroliet 5. 5. DLLi. . wock later they wore
rescued. From the DIALA'S log it appears thnt shc wos abandoned in
haste on 19 January. There was some damage forwerd, but the prospcots
of salvage are good.

MIDDLE E4ST THE..TER

ixds air activity on tho Libyan front has increascd to such a scalc
that British acrial protcetion has bocome nuccssary for ground troops
and for landing ficlds in the forward arcas, The British belisve that
the present phasc of .xis strotogy in LIBYA is dircetod towards a2 deter-
minntion of the disposition and strength of the British troops on the
BGYPTIAN-LIBYal border, in order that a decision may bo madc on tho
futurc conduct of the present LIBY.N campaign. J.I.C. Commcnt: Whilc
Rommol is making sccurc his proscnt position, hi= rcconnaissance ngencics
are active.

E.STERN EUROPE.L THELTER

The situation, in guncral, remains unchanged. Oorman intcntions for
1542 erc roportcd from Vichy to be as follows:

"In thc spring camprign agalnst Russia thc main Gorman thrust
will be directed at the Caucasua. . drive through Russia only is
considered by the Germane to be very costly and difficult of accom-
plishment, whercos & much bettor choneo of succoss is offcred by
simultancous sttacks through Ruseic and from ..siz Minor. The attack
from isie Linor would bc through Turkcy provided the Turks granted
pessage of troops, or clse through Syrin, Iran and Irag. Control
of tho castorn Mediterrancan is necessery to the launching of en
attack through .sia Miner. The German plan is te @ssomblu a2ll aveil-
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able Gurman navel units, sortic in force, then proceed to the
Mediterransan where thoy will Join the Italisn Navy after which
they plan to take Egypt in collaboration with Rommel's forces."

J.I.C. Comment: The plan is in keeping with a special study prepared by
this Committec,

Cordwill £ o onTapuc.

LUDMELL L. MONT..GUE
ajor, Cavlry
Seceretary; J.I.C.

II ] .Lj

EE—P‘L""LL ...Jl-.h J-l.:l

B FI-EE .ELR, Date MAR J 1‘3] d‘
¥ 1




SECRET

ANNEX
J.I.C. Summary No. 6L

DISCIPLINE OF U.S. AND CANADIAN
MERCHANT SEAMEN

Widespread insubordination of American merchant crews was
reported from Egypt during January. Ships were left under-
manned while air raids were imminent: the crews went ashere and
caroused. Captains had little authority and were dictated to
by union delegates. Since the outbreak of war, ships have been
manned for the most part by young and inexperienced men at-
tracted to the sea by high wages, war bonuses, and a love of ad-
venture. Many of them make only one trip. Tie old-time seamen
prefer harbor duty, particularly now that the submarine campaign
has made even coastal shipping dangercus. As a result American
merchant erews are undisciplined, untrained, and unused to the
ways of the sea. Recently an American ship was abandened ten
miles outside of a safe harbor after being hit forward by a tor-
pedo and before she showed any signs of foundering, thus leaving
her to the mercy of the submarine which dispatched her with a
second torpedo.

In Canada, on the other hand, the merchant marine was recog-
nized by an Order in Council of May, 1341, as part of the fight-
ing services in war time. By the terms of the Order a Manning
Pool was set up at Halifax last December and there will be other
pools at Montreal and Vancouver. These pools train and take care
of unemployed seamen (giving them board, lodging and advance pay)
provided they agree to go on any ship assigned them by the
Regional Director of the Pools. Admission to the pools is vo!un-
tary, but it amounts to an enlistment in the merchant marine for
the duration. The pools give quick and secure employment, and in
return the seamen take orders from a non-union official (the
Regional Director), accept some shore training, and agree to main-
tain discipline while in the service.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

MOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is frem a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

India. Press reports state that, as the result of conversations
at MEW DECHI between British officials, Indian Nationalist leaders, and
Chiang Kai-Shek, the British Government has invited INDIA to accept
representation in the War Cabinet and the Pacific War Council. J.I.C.
Comment: Chiang Kai-Shek's mission is believed to be to induce more
active support of the war effort on the part of the Nationalists.

Burma. No official report on ground operations. Press despatches
assert that the Eritish have repelled the Japanese attempt to cross the
SALWEEN RIVER at PAAN (1). The Japanese occupy MARTABAN, but the British
8till hold positions in the environs.

Enemy two-engined bombers have appeared at the MESOD (2) airdrome.
Although used in MALAYA, this type has not been reported on the BURMA
front heretofore.

Indo-China. Conversations between VICHY and TOKYO continue regard-
ing French merchant ships in the Far East., The Japanese desire 100,000
tons of vessels over 1,000 tons, of which at present there are at least
eighteen in INDO-CHINA waters. J.I.C. Comment: In view of JAPAN'S
losses of merchant shipping during the past twe months, it is important
far her to secure these vessels to transport badly needed strategic
materials from southern parts to SHANGHAI, MANCHURIA, and JAPAN.

Philippines. There has been very little activity during the past
twenty-Tour hours. The bulk of the Japanese air force based on JOLO
Island (3) has been moved south. The morale of our fighting forces cn

BATAAN is reported to be very high.

51 ore. MNo official report has becn received. Japanese sources
admit Hnmi resistance. Press despatches describe a British front
extending south from the MAVAL BASE to TAMOLIN (2 miles west of SINGAPORE).
J.I.C. Comment: Within SINGAPORE ISLAND there are no matural barriers
of consequence. The inability of the defenders to eject the Japancsc
will permit the concentration of overwhelming force for a final assault.

MNetherlands East Indies. The predicted attack on BANKA ISLAND (L)
has falled to materiallze, although definite indications continue to
point to such an operation at an early date. The convey for this attack
remains at the ANAMBAS ISLANDS (5) and consists of 1l Naval vessels and
30 small craft. There are signs of a concentration of air strength at
KUCHING (&), BORNED, which, with nearby SINGKAWANG (7) is well placed
for air operations in support of such an attack.
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/ Japanese forces advancing overland from B.LIKP.PAN (B) have reached
TENGGARONG, 16 miles northwest of SilL.RIKDM (9),and NEG.H: (10), 65 miles
northeast of BaWJEHMASIN (11). The convey formerly at BaLIKPLP.I has
departed for an unknown destination.

Japanese forces have cccupied GORONT.LO (12), northern CELEBES.

Two of our light tombors attacked & Japanese vessel, possibly an
ajireraft carrier, off SINDJ.I, socuthorn CELEBES, and are believed to
have scored hits.

Enemy air activity over J.V.. contimued on a reduced seale.

Melanesia. The cnemy bombed S.M.R.T (13) 11 Februnry and recon-
noitred S.LAT. (1k) and PORT LORESBY (15). The Ri.iF attacked shipping
at G.SK.Ti (16) and scored direct hits on two transports, one of which
was left burning.

Mandates. Scveral groups of Jepanese scaploancs arc boing despatched
to the MAHGH.LL ISL.NDS. J.I.C. Commcnt: Those arc probably replace-
ments of plancs lost during our raid on the K.RSH.LLS.

Joapan: Swiss sources statc that the monthly production of airplancs
in Japan on 1 august 1541 was 250 planes per month, of which 50 were
training planes, It is stated furthcr thet no increase in production
has bocen possiblo since that date. J.I.C. Commont: Currcnt estimatcs by
ONI and MID are LOO to 500 combat plancs per month.

2. LTL.NTIC THE.TER

German Sh . uccompanicd by strong air snd surface escort and
taking advantage of poor visibility and low ceiling, the SCH..RNHORST,
GNEISEN.U, and PRINZ EUGEN departed BREST, and at 11:00 Thursday werc
sighted off BULOGME cntering the Strait of Dover. Thoy were heavily and
repeatedly attacked by British air and surface ceraft and wore engaged
by the shore batterics ot DOVER, firing at extreme range. While official

i? reports are lacking as to the rosults of this battle, which is still con-

b tinuing, it appeers that air losses on both sides have becen heavy. The
damage suffered by the cnemy hcavy ships wos difficult to detormine
because of poor visibility, the intensc barrage, =nd the use of smoke
screens. . joint [dmiralty-.ir Vinistry communiouec, however, states that
British surface ships cleimed 5 or 6 hits with torpedoes, and that the

| Ri.F pllots wore convinced that thcy had scorcd dircet bomb hits on the

three wesscls. .t last report, the Gurmans were moking for ports in the
HELGOL..ND BIGHT, with the British endecavoring to press home the attack.

Wost ..frica. Certain naval wvossels now at DLE.R arc roported lecwv-
ing for Mal.G.5C.R. J.I.C. Commcnt: If correct, this is cxcecdingly
important. MAD.G.SC.H, now practically undefended, would provide o key
point from which to support ixis nction in the INDLLN OCE.LN. FR.NCE,
whose helping hand in INDO-CHIK. made possible the Japancse campaign
in the WESTERN P.CIFIC, could agein play a’lueding role in holding
WiN.Gi.SC.R until the time wos propitious to turn it over to the .xis.
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MIDDLE E..ST THE.TER

Patrolling continucs to be the only contact botwoen unita. The
British heve withdrawm ccrtain elements to form 2 strategle rescrvo
between BIR HACHEIM and EL ADEM. The main bodies of the German light
division and of the 15th and 21lst .rmored divisions are now in the area
east of the 1inc: CH.ERUBa - MaRaVa. Forward elements of thcse threec
divisions have bcen identified in the area: DERN. - GIOV.NNI BEHT. -
CYRENE. The Italian 10lst and 102d motorized divisions have completed
thelr movement to the MEKILI arca. J.I.C. Commenti Rommel's consolida-
tion and regrouping peried is thus being properly utilized. The element
of time in warfare works for that side which takcs advantage of it.

E/.STERN EUROPELN THELTER

There is nothing of impertance to report.

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Major, Cavalry
Secrctary, J.I.C.

i
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussicn.

1. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Burma. Press reports from RANGOON quote a British official admission
that The Japanese have captured MARTABAN. Heavy fighting is in progress
in the PAAN sector, on the SALWEEN RIVER 30 miles to the north. MNeo
officlal information is available. J.I.C. Comment: MARTABAN is at the
point of a long peninsula between the GULF OF MARTABAN and the SALWEEN
RIVER, There are indications that the British withdrew tc aveoid being
pinched off by heavy attacks from PAAN and from the GULF. Although the
gituation is described as critical, it is emphasized that British forces
are intact.

5 re. J.I.C. Comment: The Japanese claim to have entered the
city. press report from LONDON states that the British War Office was
still in cable communication with SINGAPORE at L:15 this morning, Wash-
ington time, and that resistance contimues. The last despatch received
from the American military cobserver at SINGAFORE was filed on Monday,
Washington time,

A delayed despatch states that on Monday afternoon, Singapore time,
the Japanese advance was virtually unopposed, Indian troops showing
little disposition or ability to fight. (Those troops had borne the
brunt of the campaign on the mainland of MALAYA).

Philippines. Enemy activity has been slight and unimportant.

Netherlands East Indies. Enemy air operations over JAVA were of a
minor character.

Three Japanese vessels, including one seaplane tender, were sighted
near SINDUOI, southeast CELEBES, on % February. No troops have landed.

Melanesia. On 10 February the RAAF bombed the airport at GASMATA,
MEW BRITAIN. Another attack yesterday scored a direct hit on a trans-
port in the harbor.

Micronesia. MNAURU and OCEAN Islands were reconnoitered by a Japumsu'/
plane, J.1.C. Comment: This is the first Japanese reconnaissance in
this area since the MARSHALL ISL.ND raid.

Japanese Elg. JoI.C. Comment: JAPAN has become increasingly con-
over ense of the home islands, probably because of the
attack on the MARSHALLS. There are indications of a regrouping of cer-
tain naval unite, including several capital ships from the First Fleet
and two or more carriers, to form a balanced fleet for the defense of
JAPAN proper. This force also includse the Fifth Floet and various mimor
defenso unite.
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ATLANTIC THEATER

Qerman Vessels., The presence of tho TIHPITZ and SCHEER at TRONDHEIM
FJORD has been verified, according to N/A STOCKHOLM.

ir Ferry. A preliminary investigation into the failure of a large
bomber o & Ferry Command to reach its destination due to lack of fuel
reveals that sabotage may have been the cause.

West Africa. All German aliens in LIBEERIA are to be assembled in

- MOMROVIE Tor the duraticn of the war. This will scrve to eliminate the

activity of the German radio station in ROBERTS PORT.

WESTERN EUROFE

The conference at SEVILLE -is in its assembly period. Salazar has
left Portugal, and France is also enroute. Representation from FRAMNCE,
if any, has not been reported, J.I.C. Comment: This is an important
conference to watch., The degrec of collaboration with the xis will
probably be the principal item on the agenda. If an Allied local
success could coincide with the meoting, it would do much to dispel the
fear of the /xis which will motivate the confeorence.

EASTERN EUROPExN THE.TER

J«I1.C. Comment: .lthough indications of a slow gencral Sowiet
advance continue, nevertheless, even from Meoscow sources, there are re-
ports of increased Gocrman resistance.

MIDDLE E«ST THE.TER

British activity in LIBYA is limited to patrolling. Resistance to
these patrols has been met at diverse places, enemy artillery being en-
countered 13 miles south of TIMINI. Two Italian motorized divisions are
moving into an area west of TIMINI and north of MEKILI. The 1%th German
division has been located in the GAZALs area, nine miles west of the town.
Armored elements of the Italian 133d Division have reached TRIPOLI. The
estimated number of tanks now available to ixls forcos has been greatly
increased and is now reported to be at least 135, and probably well over
200.

It is believed that there will be little 2ction in the Libyan
theater during the next threc weeks. Rommel will require time to accumu-
late supplies and doploy his forces in the forward arca. He carried on
his pursuit of the British by immobilizing much of the heavy transport
in his foree to make available fuel for the operation. In contrast to
the situation faced by our .llics, Rommel can be further reinforced and

supplied.
iy D (ﬁ’mﬂ/&n@%

LUIWELL L. MONT..GUE
Major, Cavalyy
-Secretary, J.I.C.
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ANNEX
J.1.C. Summary Mo, 54
AMERICAN AIR LOSSES IN THE "ABDA™ AREA.
l. American air losses in the "ABDA™ area since
1l January 1542 have been as follows:

o, Bombardment aviation (B-17's).
(1) In air combat 10 percent.

(2) On the ground B percent.

(3) Operational 10 percent.
bs Pursuit aviation (P-40's).

(1) In air combat percent.

(2) On the ground 17 percent

(3) Operational 74 percent.

2. These losses are attributed to the following causes:

&, Japansge air superiority.

b. Laock of aircraft warning service.

c. Inability to disperse and conceal aircraft successfully.
d. Lack of suitable airfields for operational purposes.

e. Lack of "Derax" installations.

. \
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussicn.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Burma. Japanese landing barges have appearsd near MOULMEIN.

e entire western end of the Island as far as the line
JURONG RIVER (on the south coast) - KRANJI RIVER (north coast), in-
eluding the TENGAH Airdrome. Dive bombers have put the PASIR LABIR
eoastal guns out of action. J.I.C. Comment: Press and radio reports
state further that the enemy advancing cast of KRANJI RIVER have
cleared the head of the causeway, and that Japancse tanks are cross-
ing on it. They also state that the enemy have occupied BUKIT TIMAH,
the highest point on the Island, enly 6 miles northwest of the harber
of SINGAPORE. It appears that the situation on SINGAPORE ISLAND is

deteriorating rapidly.

szﬁoru. Latest official reports state that the Japanese have
oceuple

(1) an island south of LUZON and west of SiN BERNARDINO
Strait, J.I.C. Comment: This will provide the Japanese an excellent
base from which to intercept the inter-island traffic which has been

greatly assisting the BATAAN defense.
Fighting has subsided somewhat, both in.the air and on the ground.

Intermittent counterbattery contimues, but at a slower cadence.

Philippines. The most important development is the enemy occupa-
tion HT{EE{TZ,’

Netherlands East Indies. A force of 1,000 Japanese has landed at
MACASSER [2). Other landings are in progress in the vicinity,

There are definite indications of two immediately impending attacks,
one on BANKA ISLAND (3) and southeastern SUMATRA from the ANAMBAS ISLANDS
area (L), the other on castern JaVa, BALI (5) and TIMOR (6) from BANJER=
MASIN (7), MaCaSSaR (2), and KENDARI (8). Excessive losses of Allied
heavy bombers on the ground, for lack of warning service, antiaircraft
guns, and fighter protection, may compel their early evacuation from
JAVA,

TIMOR (&) has been closely reconnoitred by Japanese planes.

J.I.C. Comment: The large number of fighters involved indicates the
presence of an cnemy carrier, while the thorough reconnaissance without
attack suggests an early attempt at seizure of this vital strategic
point.

Australia. An air attack on DARWIN (%) and a fighter attack on
one of our bombers 200 miles west of that point indicate tho presence
of an enemy carrier in the vieinity.
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Melanesia. Japanese forces have landed at GASMATA (1), NEW ERITAIN,
and there are unconfirmed reports of additiona landings at GARIR (11},
MEW ERITAIN, and FINSCHAFEN (12), NEW.GUINEA. SaLAMUA (13) and SAMARAI
(14), NEW GUINEA, were heavily bombed.

:Ii:.ﬂ[ Islind. An onemy submarine fired three rounds at MIDWAY dur-
ing the evening of 9 February, without inflicting damage. Fire was

returned.

East Pacific. There are indications of an increase in enemy sub-
mﬂrim.ﬂcﬂﬁﬁ Tn the Northeast Pacific. Three or four submarines are
scatterod in the area between Latitude LO to L% N., Longitude 1LO to
170 W., enroute east.

2. ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. The Portuguese vessel GONCALa VELHD, which departed
from FEW YORK, 30 January, bound for the AZORES, was sighted on 31 Jan-
uary in company with an unidentified submarine &0 miles southeast of
BLOCK ISLaND. J.I.C. Comment: An unidentified submarine had been
signted in this area on the previocus day.

German Battleships at Brest. The report that the GNEISENAU;
scmmrmmﬁ'm soon to sail for GERMANY for completion |
of repairs (J.I.C. Summary of February 10) has been par tially confirmed
by authoritative sources.

3. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

hActivity has been restricted to patrolling in the band that sepa-
rates the main elements of the two oppesing forces. J.I.C. Comment:
Particular attention is invited to the carc with which the Cermans -
consolidate ground gained before launching a new offensive. Rommel
realizes that success in this theater depends on a sound line of com-
munications and the avoidance of overcxtension.

i, EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

J.I.C. Comment: There has been no substantial change in the
situation during the past week. Even Russian infiltration, which con-
siste of using ski troops to outflank and isolatc German streng points,
appears to be slackening. The problem is largely one of logistics,
with both sides exporiencing extrome difficulties in the proper main-
tenance of supply lines under severcly adverse weather conditions.

Lttt L Dimligue.

Major, Cavalry
Secrotary, J.I.C.
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ANNEX

J.1.C. Summary No. 63

MERCHANT MARINE TONNAGE OF ALLIED AMD
NEUTRAL NATIONS

The following brief, complled by the Division of Naval Intelligence,
represents a continuation through January, 1542, of that annexed to J.I.C.
Summary No. 53. It is expected that similar continuations will be avail-
able monthly. This material may not be reproduced in any form without the
specific approval of the Secretary of the Navy.

BRI EF (United States launchings of new merchant vessels hit a high
level in January for the second month in succession. The total
of 189,980 gross tons was only a little below the record estab-

lished in December, and again it was more than double the total launched in

the [nited Kingdom.

The intensified U-boat campaign, on present irnformation, failed
by a narrow margin to bring up the total losses to the level of launchings
in the United States and the United Kingdom. Not all the records are in,
however, and it is anticipated that final figures will show a small Net Loss
for the month. It is to be noted that a considerable part of the tonnage
loss sustained by the United and Neutral Nations was incurred in the narrow
waters of Indonesia.

The balance sheet, for the war to date and for the month of
January, reads in gross tons as follows:

The War, to January
January 31 1942
W EOBE i T R ey B, 766, T10 270,825
United Kingdom LaunchingS....s.. = 2,170,170 - 92,980
United States La.mchingsu...... - 1,891,088, - 189,980
W s s R T e AT s 5 100, L0ss 5 GAIN

Enclosures (A) Cherw: The Battle of the Atlantic as of January 31, 1942.

NOTE: War losses and United Kingdom launchings are as reported by the U.5.
Waval Attache, London. United States launchings are as reported by
the U.5. Maritime Commission, and include vessels built for private account
as well as those ordered by the Commission.
War losses include all commercial vessels of the United Nations and
of Neutral nations which are known to have been sunk or captured, in either
hemisphere, by the Axis powers. Launchings include sea-going merchant ves-

sels only.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

KOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in
the text, it may be assumed that information reported iz from a
competent military or naval scurce actually present in the area under
discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Burma. No change in the situation.

51 ore. MNo official despatches have been received since those
reporting EE initial Japanese landing (yesterday's summary). Press
reports from SINGAPORE quote British acknowledgement of withdrawals
under heavy pressure. The Japanese claim to have advanced beyond
TENGAH Airdrome (10 miles from SINGAPORE) and to be rolling up British
defenses along the north shore of the Island., J.I.C. Comment: It seems
probable that the Japanese have affected a secure lodgment on SI NGAPOHE
ISLAND and that the situation is extremely grave.

Ph_il.'_LEEinea. Sporadic but "savage" fighting continues on BATAAN,

Netherlands East Indies. In their air attack on PADANG (SUMATRA),
29 January |Summary No. 50) the Japanese sank 13,000 tons of Dutch
shipping.

BATAVIA has sustained its first air attack.

An attack on MACASSAR (southwestern CELEEES) seems imminent.
A hostile convoy consisting of 2 cruisers, 12 destroyers, and 6 trans-
ports has been sighted on 8 February and again on § February, headed
toward MACASSAR from the east, Democlitions are being executed,
J.I.C. Comment: This convoy is presumably that previously reported in
the vicinity of KENDARI.

Guerrilla fighting contimues on AMBOIMA, but the Island is almost
entirely in Japanese possession.

Melanesia. Enemy air activity has increased, SALAMUA (NEW GUINEA)
was bombed, § February. In the SOLOMONS, GAVUTU FLORIDA ISLAND§
were bombed and TULAGI was reconnoitered. J.I.C. Comment: The recent
lull indicates that the two carrier divisions formerly in this area have
been withdrawn. Present operations are carried out by shore-based
seaplanes.

California. An enemy submarine was attacked eight miles off SAN
FRANCTECO, without positive results.

DECLASSIFIED
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6.

LATIN AMERICA.

Chile. J.I.C. Comment: One factor in Chilean reluctance to join
in anti-Axis measures is fear of Japanese attack. However, report
that 1,L00 troops were to accompany artillery to be furnished to CHILE
by the UNITED STATES would be exploited by pro-Axis elements as a
threat of Yankee demination. Such a force would be considered for-
midable by Chilean standards.

ATLANTIC THEATER,

German Submarine Bases. N/A BERNE reports information from a
highly credible source to the effect that CORUNA, the CANARIES,
FERNANDO PO, and DAKAR, as well as POINTE BEHAGUE and CAYENNE in FRENCH
GUIANA, are bases for either submarines or mother ships. J.I.C.Comment:
It has long been suspected that U-boats were operating from bases in
the CANARIES and at FERNANDO PO, but there is no evidence that German
submarines are operating from South American ports.

German Vessels. N/A VICHY forwards reports to the effect that the
HIFPEN and & or B large German dostroyers arrived at BREST on January 28
for the purpose of cscorting the PRINZ EUGEN, SCHARNHORST and GNEISENAU
to GERMANY for completion of repairs; that the PRINZ EUGEN has large
cement patch in her hull; and that Germans in BREST claim that the three
ships are all ready for sea, notwithstanding some damage received during
alr raids in Jamary. J.I.C. Comment: British photographic reconnais-
sance continues to show the SCHARNHORST, GNEISENAU, PRINZ EUGEN and some
destroyers in EREST. The HIPPER might easily be mistaken for the PRINZ
EUGEN in aerial photos as they are of the same class, However, only
moderate credence is given this report because of its indirect source
and, further, because VICHY information concerning BREST has been
generally inconsistent with facts disclosed by aerial photography.

WESTERN EUROFE

J.I.C. Comment: Except for additional indications of VICHY col-
laboration with the Axis, there is nothing to report.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER
No substantial chango.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

No change. - >
Ll & Ponlagne
LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE

Major, Cavalry
Secretary, J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is frem a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Burma. Japanese patrols, extending their flank north along the
east Bank of the SALWEEN, have reached SilWEGUN, 50 miles north of
MOULMEIN. Heavy air attacks on the airfields at RANGOON caused no
significant damage.

5 ore. The assault on SINGAPORE began at B8:L5 P.M., 8 February,
local e, with Japanese landings on the northwest shore from KRANJI
RIVER to BERIH HIVER, a ten-mile front. Later reports indicate that
Japanese tanks have been landed. Sector defense forces have adopted
a perimeter defense within the area bounded by the two rivers. Reserves
are counterattacking.

Prior to the assault, the Japanese created a diversion by seizing
PALAU UEIN ISLAND, in the eastern end of JOMORE STRAIT.

Philippines. During past forty-eight hours, Japancse pressure ”
against BATAAN position has increased considerably. MNumerous
attempts at infiltration have been repelled. Enemy dive bombing is

more sericusly felt. The artillery duel between American Forts and

enemy batteries in CAVITE has temporarily subsided. The situation in

the VISAYAS remains unchanged. Skirmishing between patrols is reported

in MINDAMAO. Japanesc heavy bombers based in DAVAQ have flown south.
J.1.C. Comment: The harrassing concentration laid down by Japancsec ;
batteries during part three days on our permanent fortifieations must

be viewed with a certain degree of apprehension. The Jopanese are now
within range of our final defenses and can deliver both frontal and
enfilade fire. Attrition losscs will thus be increased, adding to the “‘
general weariness which must prevail.

Netherlands East Indies. Widespread enemy air operations continue
on a heavy scale, The attack on KOEPANG (6 February) by 15 heavy bombers
resulted in damange to defensive positions and naval stores. The heavy
bembing at PALEMBANG airfield (7 February) destroyed 16 planes and
damaged 1l others. MALANG and SOERABAJA were raided yesterday.

BANJEHMASIN, chief port and airfield on the south coast of BORNEO,
is threatoned by Japanese infiltration in its rear.

Japanese naval forces in the MOLUCCA SEA are estimated to have at
least 200 ship-borne planes.

Melanesia. There is an unconfirmed report of a Japancse landing
in the LOUISIADE ARCHIPELAGO (an extension of scuthcastern NEW GUINEL).
Otherwise little activity is reported.

IDECLASSIFIED
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Haweii. Minor hostile submarine operations continue, with two
astimated to be in the vieinity. An increase in related flare
activity has been noted. J.I.C. Comment: It was reported, 2 Jan.,
that enemy submarines were being aided by lights shown from Hawaiian
mountains.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarine Situation. J.1.C. Corment: The submarine situation
in the Western Atlantic remains wvirtuslly unchanged. While there
have been some ‘niications that the Nazls have extended their field
of activity south of the FLORTDA STRAITS und into the GULF OF MEXICO,
there have been no reported attacks and sutmarine contacts remain
isolated and unconfirmed.

MIDILE EAST THEATER

The Axis is constructing field works southeast of BIR HALEGH
and CABR EL ALEIMA; that is, about 20 miles west of the line
GAZALA-FTH HACHEIM now held by the British., Patrols sent out by the
British report no indication of an Axis plan for immediate advance.
J.I.C. Comment: The Germans have always used the sound technlque
of digping in during an assembly and reorgamization period. It
serves to protect an advance planned for & future date.

EASTERH EUROPEAH THEATER

Situation remains unchanped.

LUIMELL L. hDIJTI:GUE_E.
kajor, Cavalry,
Secretary, J.1.C.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the dext,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military ar
naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

India. The purpose of Chiang Kai-Shek's visit to CALCUTTA is teo rally
dissident Indian and Burmese political elements behind the British,
J.I.C. Comment: It is believed that Chiang Kai-Shek has censiderable in-
fluence with Nehru.

Burma-Thailand. The British anticipate an attack from CHIENGMAI (1),
on TOURGOON (2), with perhaps a secondary thrust from CHIENGRAI (3),
toward KENGTUNG (L). A Chinese division is in the KENGTUNG area. Twenty-
four days will be reguired for the remainder of a Chinese army corps to
reach that point. Another Chinese corps will then proceed to a position
in reserve at MANDALAY (5).

ve begun to employ guns of medium caliber, with the air-
fields as their principal targets. Only the Kalang airport is beyond
their range.

Singapore. There has been increased artillery fire on both sides.
The Japanese

Philippines. Except for a renewal ef the shelling of American Forts
in hﬁﬁ%e situation is unchanged.

Netherlands East Indies. A Dutch communique acknowledges complete
Japanese eccupation of AMBOINA (6).

Melanesia. It is estimated in MELBOURNE that Japanese forces now
in MELARESTK and in the CAROLINES-MARSHALLS area are insufficient te
extend permanent occupation beyond the line SAMARAI (7). - SOLOMON ISLANDS
(8), imelusive. Hewever, temporary denial of TORRES STRAIT (%) might be
attempted in conjunction with operations further west.

Aerial reconnaissance of RABAUL (10), 6 February, revealed the
presence of L destroyers, 10 transperts, & flying beats, and & seaplanes.
A mumber of buildings were under construction. J.I.C. Comment: L cruisers,
2 destroyers, and 3 transports have apparently departed since 1 February.

Califernia. There are positive indications that a Japanese radic
net ol elght stations is eperating in an area southeast to southwest of
SAN FRANCISCO.

LATIN AMERICA.
Peru. Peruvian trpops will be withdrawn from disputed territory on

the Ecuadorean frontier, 11 February. These troops will then be disposed
for the protection of the Peruvian coast.
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ATLANTIC THEATER.

Qerman HI.E. hecording to the Admiralty, the new Cerman aircraft
carrier IN will undergo long and extensive trials and exercises

before being ready for active service. There is no confirmation that a
third German battleship is under construction.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Allied forces are molding the lines GAZALA-HACHEIM. British scouting
parties have reconnoitered to EL EZZEIAT-MEKILI-BIR GARRARI without meet-
ing serious resistance. J.I.C. Comment: Having forced the British to
withdraw, Rommel is consolidating his position and perfecting his supply
organization before undertaking any additional forward movement. The
British Prese is preparing the public for possible future reverses in

LIBYA.

NORTHWEST AFRICA.

That Axis successcs in LIBYA are causing unfortunate repercussions
in the attitude of the French and Spaniards may be noted from the follow-

ing:

Tunis. This port has suddenly become exceedingly active during the
past Three days. Three ships have sailed for France. One ship arriving
from France brought in 50 sand-colored trucks. an Italian ship sailed
for Tripoli with a large wheat carge. another ship left with phosphates

for Italy.

Tangier. According to the United Pross, martial law has been pro-
claime ANGIER becausc of violont "inti-British" demonstrations.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER

J.1.C. Comment: For the past threc or four days there have been
indications of stabilization or, at leasst, no substantial movement on
the Eastern Eurcpean theater. The only authoritative information of
possible impending action comes from FINLANWD, whcre the two German
divisions that landed at ABO sre reported to be cnroute to the KARELIAN
ISTHMUS. LENINGRAD is the spot to watch.

GERMANY .

Fifty airfields in CERMaNY, which had been inactive during the Russien
campalgn, have recently been reoccuplied by units of the German Alr Force.

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE,

Major, Cavalry,
Seceretary, J.I.C.
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Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that inlformation reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PLCIFIC THEATER

General, Chiang Kai-Shek arrived by air in C.ALCUTTA, 5 Feb, He
was nccomponied by Madam Chiang and former British Ambassador to China,
Sir Archibald Clark-Kerr. J.I.C. Comment: It ie significant that
this is the first time that Chiang Kai-Shek has been far from CHUNGEING
since 1938.

Burma, Only patrol sctivity is reported, The Japanese force an
the BUMMA front is estimated as three divisions: one in the MOULMEIN
area (1), one in the CHIENGMAI area (2), and one, with tank units
attached, in reserve at B.NGKOK (3)s There is an apparent lessening of
Jupanese nir stremgth, J.I1.C. Comment: The last point suggests that
Japanese air forses are being divorted to other operations and that only
gonventionnl nir support will be provided for ground operations aguinst
BIURMA

Slnﬁasgra. Artillery ond aeriel bombardment, 4-5 Fob., rcosulted
in 11%tlc damnge oxcopt te privatc property, Jopencse artillery empleyed
go far hns been of small enliber.

Survivers frem British forcos eut off nt MUAR nnd BATU P/HAT cons
tinue to arrive in SIKGIPORE by soa,

During the period 2 = € Feb, Japnnese planes attcckod succassfully
six British merchant ships ot or adjssent te EINC.PORE. Transports,
pilers, and froightors woro ineluded, All sank, or were abondoned on fired

Netherlands East Indies. A concerted Jupanese attack is expected
befors 10 FeB. Forces avallable, now in convey, are estimated as
follows: one divisions at ANALFES ISLA'DS (4), 5 Feb,; one division
off AMOY, 27 Jan, and now probably in the BANEA ISLAND aren (6); one
division at BALIKPAPAY (6), 4 Feb,; and a convoy of unknown stremgth
off southern CELEBES (7)s 7 Feb, Anticipated points of attack are the
PALEMBING (B)«~BiNEA (5) area; the air base at WACLSSAR {9;; the airfield
and anchorage at BIMA (10)) TIMOR (11); and SOERABAJA (12), It i
estimated that the force indicnted is not capable of simultaneous attack
on SOER/BiJA and the outer ielande, Continuous air operations over
SOERABAJA suggest that 1t is the point threatsmed, J,I.C, Commentt
The affeot of an attack on the outer islands in isclating Allied forces
and preparing the way for an attack on SOERAB.J/ should not be overs
looked, In this connection it shduld be noted that the Portuguese de-
tachment en route to TIMOR is absoclutely inoapable of deflending that

vital point,
- pECLASSTFIED
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The attitude of the natives of NETHERLANDS INDIES is being sericusly
affected by complete Jopanese superiority in the air. Observers in
JAVA believe that the NEI army will disintegrate unless European (or
imerican) reinforcoments arrive, Fifth column sctivity and an excellent
espionage system have worked most offectivecly for the enemy. Native
end Indian troops coptured by the Japancse are being placed en parele.
The Japanese have occupied SMLIARINDA (13), important oil and nvia-
tion center in ocastern J/AVA.

Philippines. LUZON. An important now doevclopment is the Japancse
attempt to roduce the defenses of FORTS MILLS, HUGHES and DRUM (all in
MANILA B/Y) by monns of artillery concentrations Pircd from battarios
cemplaced in CAVITE., A three-hour concentration on those throc forts
eouscd demage to FORT DRUL. Thile countorbattory woe cxocuted, the re-
sults arc unknown dus te lack of ascrial cbssrvation. Elsowhorc, on the
BiT/AN position and in the VIS Y'S and MIND'NA0, thore is nothing of
importanec to roport.

JeI.C, Commont: Today marks tho ond of the SECOND month of
Philippine rceistance. While most of LUZON is in the hands of the
caamy, fully two-thirds of the Philippino .rehipelage romains in our
possession. Four or five Japencee divisions arc boing contained by
this resistonco, which utilizes on inconscquential part of fmorican
forecs. ilthough the Jupancso may scizeo ond occupy, thoy arc unnble to
organize as long as resistanco is maintaincd. If this samo spirit of
resistance can be maintained throughout the South Pocific arca, the
Jopancse linc of communicrtions will rcmain oxtonded, procorious,
vulncrable, and open to any task force given an offtnsive mission.

LATIN [MERIC.

Moxico. Pormission has beon granted for Amsrican recenncissance
of an air base site nt M\GD/LEMA BLY, without commitment as to permission
for construetion,

Feru. The povernmsnt has accoptoed onthusinstically a U. §, offer
of four L56 mm, guns with oammunition cnd o dutachment of 300 mon; alse
nine advonced troining planes, with pilets., J,.I.C. Comment: Those
forces arc prosumably for T/L'RA., 45 o tokem of ndtual military
nesistance, they will "buck up" Latin "muriea in genoral and CHILE in
particular, Chilcan roluctance to join im anti-Axis monsuros springs
in part from o sensc of isolation and defunsclossncss.

Brozil. Soven LATI planes will be turncd over to the UNITED ST.TES
ns soon as o price is agrood upom,

ATLANTIC THE'TER

Goncral, It is roportcd that GERMANY is proporing for an cxtomsive
air, submarine and surfacc attack om Allied shipping in the ATLANTIC,
primarily for the purposc of divorting British naval strongth from the
MEDITERRL NE'N, thoroby losscning the throat te their lincs of communicae
tion from ITALY to AFRIC.. J.I.C. Comment: Rocent roperts that major
German naval units ot BREST have boon oxoreising underway and nre boing
roadied for operations at scn, togothor with the proscnoe of the TIRPITZ
at TRONDHEIM, moy indisate thaot tho full stroength of the Gorman Flect

will bo avoilablo shortly,
: - DECLASSIFIED
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Atores, British naval escorts pank one, possibly two, U-beoats in
the vIcinity of the AZORMES on February 2, The Nazis were after a troop-
loaded British transpoert, which had been erippled by torpedo attack
and had just departed from HORTA, after effecting repairs to make it
seaworthy,

Italian Fleet. Photographic roconnaissance of the herbor of
TARA reveals the presence of 4 battleships, 4 eruisors, 13 submarines,
13 destroyers, 1 torpedo boat, 1 aireraft carrier and 7 merchant veasaols,

WESTERN EUROFE

J.1.C. Comment: More mctive colleboration by tho Latins with the
Nazis must bo anticipated. Feer diotates.

EASTERY EUROPEAN THEATER

J.1.C. Comment: The gonorsl situstion is unchanged,

MIDOLE EAST THE.ATER

J.1.C. Comment: There has been no radical change in the situationm
during the past twonty-four hours, ROILEL, an nccomplished stratogist,
is probably consolidating hie lino of commmnications prior to furthor
movements,

Lk . Hrmdg o

LUDWELL L, MONT.GUE
dnjor, Covelry
Seerotery, J,I1.0,
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Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually preoscnt in the area under discussion,

FAR EAST AMD PACIFIC THE.LTER

Burma. The ground situation was static, 5 Fob., but Japaness roin-
forcements, ineluding artillery, are being brought up and a goneral
offensive is oxpected soon. In addition to improvemont of tho
RAHENG (1)-MOULMEIN (2) road, the Japancse arc constructing roads and
airficlds betwcon CHIENG MAI (3) and MEHONGSOHN (L).

Malaya. Two Japancuse tank rogiments have boocn located definitely
in lﬁiﬂ'._’;;., and the proscnce of two more is suspeetzd. J.I.C. Comment:
Proviously only onc such rogiment was supposod to be prosent, This
augmentation of tank strength may indicate anticipation of heavy fight-
ing within SING/PORE ISLAMD, supporting the British cxpectation of an
assault rathor than a siege,

Press rcports, 5 Fcb., indieate that a heavy artillery duel across
JOHORE STRAIT has begun.

Netherlands East Indies. A Japanose attack on the BANKA ISLAND (5)=
PALEMETNG (5) arca 1s expected momentarily. A large convoy departed from
SAIGON (7) several days ago, presumably for this purpose. Air activity
and unconfirmed reports of paratroop landings on B/iMK: and BELITONG (B)
ISLANDS strengthen the presumption, J.I.C. Comment: BANKA STRAIT,
betwoen BANKA and SUMATRA, is a sheltered eonvoy routc to SINGAPORE.
PALEMB/NG 1s an important air center midway botwecn SING PORE and
BAaTiVIA.

The Japancse convey at BALTKPAPABG) is appar-ntly amsiting either
replacements or planned date of movement. JAcrial rceconnaissance revoals
the presonce of two large and 18 small Japancse naval units in the
vieinity of AMBOINA (10). J.I.C. Comment: There arc indications of a
general Japanesc offensive southward on or about 5 Fob., involving all
air and naval strongth which can be sparcd from the M.C.55AR STRAIT -
MOLUCCA SEA arca (9-10), as wcll as the convoy from 5/IGON, paragraph
above,

SOER.BAJA (11) sustained a hsavy, fightor-cscortcd bombing attack
which caused extensive damage to the naval basc. Japanesc fightors also
reconnoltorod east and contral JAVA gencrally, without attacking.

J.1.C. Commant: The number of Japancse fighters ongeged in these opora-
tions indicatos the proesonce of two carricrs in tho JUV. SEA (12).

At AMBOINA (10) Dutch native troops have given uwp, but the

Australians continue to fight,
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VMelanesia. Aerial reconnaissance has failed to reveal the presence
of enemy aircraft carriers in the CORAL SEA (13). There are, however,
reports of Japanese naval and air operations as far scutheast as the NEW
HEBRIDES. J.I.C. Comment: It is believed that further consolidation of
the enemy position will be necessary before a major effort in the direc-
tion of the NEW HEERIDES can be undertaken.

Admiral Decoux, Vichy Governor General of INDO-CHINA and High Com-
missioner for French possessions in the PACIFIC, is believed to have
agreed to Japanese occupation of the latter territories (now held by the
Free French). Indo-Chinese troops may be used (thus gaining for Japan
reinforcements as well as territory). The Free French are under the im-
pression that the UNITED STATES has promised VICHY not to protect these
islands. That nearest to present Japanese positions is NEW CALEDONIA, a []
place of great strategic importance.

Philippines. Additional Japanese troops are being landed in LIN-
GAYEN . ept for harassing bombing, all has been quiet on the
BATAAN front. Elsewhere in the Archipelago the situation is unchanged.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

An Army bomber reports attacking and probably damaging a submarine
70 miles southeast of CAPE MAY. Another submarine was attacked by a
plane 27 miles 5.5.E. of CAPE HENHY, with undetermined results.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Libya. The Germans have taken TIMINI. Thus far, there is no report
of a mngar engagement between Axis and British forces. It is believed,
however, that the British will fight a delaying action in the GAZALA area
before falling back on TOBRUK.

Mediterranean. OCeering is in SICILY supervising the arrival of Ger-
man alr and troop reinforcements. It is believed that this action is
preliminary to a campaign designed to take SUEZ during March - May. It
is feared that the French will furnish transit of war materials via TUKIS.
J.I.C. Comment: It is premature to forecast the extent of the German
plans in the Mediterranean area for this Spring, but that the Axis is es-
tablishing a clear cut superiority cannct be guestioned.

WESTERN EUROPE.

France. J.I.C. Comment: As British forces withdraw in LIBYA, VICHY
resistance to Axis demands subsides.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THEATER.

There is no substantial change in the sit?nn.

[FIED LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE,
DESE:;%ES sl-i-'ﬂ a7 4' Majer, Gava.lr;.ré
JB:' HHFP, iu'ﬂl Date “&R 2 s Secretary, J.IL.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD

1.

Joint Intelligence Committes
Waghington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication te the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source mctually present in the area under discussion,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Japan. There are indications that the Japanese are bending
every agfnrt to effect early delivery to JAPAN of essential war
materials from occupied areas, especially rubber, tin, and rice.

China. A government spokesman states that it will require a year
for nese transportation facilities to distribute the military supplie
already received from the UNITED STATES. J.I.C. Comment: The implica-
ticn of this remark, in the context of the interview, is that CHINA
is already sufficiently supplied to carry on her war effort for a
year or two after exdsting outside communications are cut, allowing
time to replace them.

Burma. Japanese infantry and artillery have ocoupied BELUGYUN
ISLAND (west of MOULMEIN and south of MARTABAN)., An early assault on
MARTABAN from BELUGYUN and K/DO ISL'YMDS is anticipated.

Sinpapore. Harbor snd fuel storage facilitiss at SIVGAPORE
have Been Enmngad by repeated heavy bombings. R.A.F. fighters have
been evacuated to SUMATRA to protect bombers previously evacuatod,
Ho change on the ground., (The TOKYQ radio announces, § Feb., that
the assault on SING.PORE has begun.)

Philippines. o change.

Notherlands Enst Indies. Encmy air activity ever JAVA continues
on & decrenscd scale. [Lttacks were made at M'DIOEN, TUD.N and .4 DURL
ISLND (ell in the gonsral vieinity of SOER.B.AJL). Damage was slight.

Fighting continues at B.LIKPAP.N and AMBOIN..

The U.5...T. LIBERTY has beon lost on the coast of BILI.

Molanesin., The R.A.A.F. continuss to attack RADAUL, despite
enomy alr opposition. A hit on ome ship and a near miss on onother
hewe been scored. .

PORT MOHRESBY sustained its ssecond heavy air attock in 48 hours.

J;gunala HIEE. 4 greducl reduction in submarine offensive opera-
tions in the JCIFIC, inecluding H.W.II, indicotes that submarines
formerly nctive in that area are being transferred westward, with the
possible objective of intensifying operations in the INDI.N OCEAN or
ogoinet the U, 8. supply lines to AUSTRALIA and the N.E.I. Nevertheloss,
an onemy submarine has boon sighted 70 miles southwest of S.N FR'NCISCO.

" DECLASSIFIED ‘
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ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarine Situaticn. There are about 17 enemy submarines cone
centrating at focal points between CHARLESTON and CAPE RACE. It is
believed that this disposition will continue [or ancther fortnight.

These units gre being replaced periodieally by submarines from

BAY OF BISCAY ports. They cross the ocean by a great gircle route,
which takes them considerably to the southward of our present North
Atlantiec convoy routes.

Indications are that U-boats in the West Atlantic avoid attacking
escorted ships and conveys because of risk of damage at such distance
from home ports. Attacks are made preferably on large ships and tankers,

German Battleships at Brest. Aerial reconnaissance at BREST,
4 Feb., revealed three large ships, one identified as the PRINZ
EUGEN, ot the enst end of the outer harbor proceeding imward., J.I.C.
Comment: The mere presence of important German naval units at BREST,
coupled with an cbviocus confusion as to their true state of battle
reodiness, serves effectively to immobilize n disproportionate Allied
son force and diverts from other important targets o considerable air
force. It would appear that from the Nazi point of view those ships could
gerve no better purpose than that accomplished by their romoining ot BREST

MIDDLE EAST THE.TER

As of 3 Feb,, officisl imerican reports located German forces west
of the line DERE. - MEEKILI, but still advancing. J,I.C. Comment:
in onalysis of the relative combat strength of German-British forces
in LIBYA, as well as their locotion, shows thot ROMEL has maneuvered
to bring superior forces ngoinst British woakmess. Thus, while the
bulk of British troops wns in tho VEKILI nrea, Rommel's drive was directed
to the north, forcing DERNA ond prssing sbout ton miles south thercef,
The first British delaying position is thus no longer tenablo. The
general crca: TOBRUK - HALFUYA PUSS - EJRDIA cgain comes to the foro-
front ns offoring positions on which a sucecssful British dofense can
be organized. Much doponds on Rommel's supply situstion and the oxten-
sion of the line of communication which ho will accopt. In the moantime,
there nre grave ropereussions and o governmentzl crieis in EGYPT,
TURMEY, nleo, will be affected by tho British reversc in LIBYA.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THE.LTER

The Russian ndvanco is gonorally continuing, with no definite
indicntion as to whon and whoro tho Gormans will stabilize the situstion.
Betwoon KHARKOV ond ST LINO tho Russions arc making material gnins, with
o spearhend within fifty milos of DNEPROPETROVSH.
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J«1.C. Comment: For the past two wooks, reports from HELSINKI
have drawn attention to the importance of SOROKKA and the imminence
of o German attack, unsupported by Finns, in that area. SOROKKA is the
key point in the supply routo from MURMANSE to the interior win
ARCH/NGEL, sinoe the direct line hes been cut south of SOROKK.. It
is nlso the terminus of the ST/LIN Canal. The oapturc of SOROKKA ot
the presedt time would bo rolatively simple.

LUDVELL L. MOXT.GUE

Mejor, Cawvolry
Becrotery, J,I.C.

[, .
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ANNEX
J.I.C. Summary No. 57

I. COMMUNICATIONS IN AUSTRALIA.

For proper evaluation of transportation problems in and through Aus-
tralia, it is necessary to bear in mind the following facts.

1. The continent of Australia is an wninhabited desert, except for
coastal areas.

2, Railroads. The only transcontinental rail route roughly parallels
the east and south coasts, from Townsville, in the northeast, through Syd-
ney, in the southeast, to Perth, in the southwest. Short lines extend in-
to the interior frem Darwin (300 miles), Townsville (535 miles), Brisbane
(625 miles), Melbourne (375 miles), and Adelaide (1,000 miles). & &00
mile gap separates the rallroad north from Adelaide and the railroad south
from Darwin. The highway across this gap is only fair in dry weather. The
railroad gauge changes at state boundaries, requiring transhipment of
CArgoes.

3. B » All pustralian highways are second class or worse by
American s ards. The road net is generally limited to the east and
sputh coastal areas.

L. Coastal water transport. Road and railroad deficiencies compel re-
liance on coastal water transportation for long hauls. With the exception
of ships already engaged in traffic to the Middle East and to Singapore,
vessels are of short range. Movements are extremely slow, because of im-
mense distances to be covered. Darwin is 1,400 miles by sea from Towns-
ville and 2,250 miles from Brisbane. It is 3,300 miles {rom Brisbane to
Soerabaja, and 2,900 miles from Melbourne to Soerabaja.

Unless promptly checked by naval action, Japanese encroachments on both
ends of New Guinea will soon deny use of Torres Strait, betwesn Towmsville
and Darwin.

The utility of the harbors of northern Australia is limited. The con-
trolling depth at Brisbane is 29 feet; at Townsville, 25 feet; at Darwin,
30 feet. At Darwin there is only one primitive piler.

5. Alrfields are few in number, and virtually none have all-weather
surfaces, ALl are too short for heavy bombers.

6. Signal communications are inadequate and slow.

7. Construction facilities. The labor supply is inadequate. Equipment
and mater Are mMEager.

Regraded Unclassified




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

hbl'-r,f 4, 1942,

TO MAJOR GENERAL WATSON for THE PRESIDENT

MasArthur repulsed enemy night attacks on
his left,

No new land attacks at Singapere, Alr
attacks ocontinue,

Our aireraft sank two transports im Balikpapan
Area,

Halsey arrives fifth Fletoher on sixth,

British are making ten new corvettes awailable
to us and we are despatehing erews for same to UK
in Pebruary,

Combined Chiefs of Staff are urging British
and Wavell to asoept Chiang's offer of mere Chinese

L
Indications are that three subs destroyed

yesterday in Atlantie.
Leary is flying to Ansac area,
Cominch feels we are moving too fast reference

Hart, Comineh sent message to Hart and has reply
thereto which he feels President should see om his

return,
(s) MeCREA

o 2-
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Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

China. Chiness sources report the withdrawal of several thousand
Japanese troops to TEINGTAO and EJA'GHAI for embarkation, as well as
the siphting of 8 large Japanese convoy ofl AMOY.

Burma. Japanese artillery has been active ar-ainst _2RTABAN (1),
Considerable destruction of river boats occurred during the R.A.F.
attack on KADO ISLAYD (between LAST'BAN and MOULIEIN) reported in
yesterday's Summary. The Japanese [orce on the island is cstimated
to be an infantry regiment.

Press reports, 4 Feb,, indicate that the Japancse are attempting
many landings from small boats, not only on the lower 50 miles of
the EALWEEN RIVER, but also on the east shore of the GULF OF .LRT/BAY,
in the rear of the British river line., 5o far all attempts are believed
to have been repellad.

S#E%ﬁgbr!4 Ho new Japanese land operations have been reported
up to 7: -H., 2 Peb., GET. Air attacks continue,

Netherlands East Indiss. BReports of parachute troop landings on
the small islands south of EINGAPORE, 3 Feb., remain unconfirmed.
There are indications of an lampending Japanese attack in force on BANKA
ISLAKD (2), off SUMATRA, midway between SINGAFORE and BATAVIA. J.I.C.
Comment: Enemy occupation of EiNK! ISL.ND would complete the isolation
of SING/\PORE.

There has been a marked increasse in enemy air activity throughout
the islands, with attacks on S0ER E’Y. (3), ML/NG (4), M:DION (5),
WIING.POE (6) and KOEF ¥G (7). In these attacks the bombers had fighter
escorts. Those attacking JAVL (3-E) were based on B LIKPAPIY (8), pre-
sumably, hlthnugh the fighter escort may hove been from a carrier in
the JAVA SEA (9).

U. 8. planes have sunk two (possibly three) more transports
of f BALIKPAPAN (8).

Udelanesia. R.A,A.F. attacks on Japanese shipping at RABAUL (10)
continiie with little succescs. Tidesproad Japanese air activity inecluded
bombing of SALALUA (11), PORT HCRESEY (12), 6IZ0 (13) and TULAGI (14).
J.I.C. Comment: The first two are important air centers; the last two
have limited air facilities. The Japanese attack in this repion has
not developed as rapidly as was expected. :

' DECLASSIFIED
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Marshall Islands. There are indications that the Japanese aircraflt
destroyed by the U. 5. naval attack on the MARSHALLS have been ordered
replaced by units previously directed elsewhere.

East Pacific. Thers are lour enemy submarines operating in the
HAT Area.

Fhilippines. LUZON: An enemy limited objective night attack was
repelled. Sporedic bombing of BUTAAN position was the principal air
activity. VISAY.S: No change. MIND'NAO: Principal change is the
first report of employment of light artillery. J.I.C. Comnent: Japanese
major efforts having been directed farther south, there has been no
vital change in the Fhilippine situation in recent weeks.

General. J.I.C. Comment: Chocked in the STR/IT OF AC'SE’R {15},
the Japaness main ef{ert appears to have develeoped through the :OLUCCS
PASS.GE (16). Following seizure of bascs at KENDIRI (17), WAMLEL (18),
and AMBOINA (18), further offensive oporotions sgainst islands to the
southward may be attempted, KOEP.MG (7) and BI.Z% (20) eirficlds are
essential to the ferrying of short ronge sireraft from JUSTRILLL to JAVi.

Jdotivity in the SOUTH CHIV.. BE. appoars to be confinod to tho move-
ment of convoys to LLAYA end the N.E.I., while that in EL'NESL. is
confined to widesproad air oporationa.

ATL/ATIC THEC.TER

Submorine Situation. The submarine situntion in the Teosternm Jtlantic
remains substantizlly unchangod. It is cstimated that 5 or 6 U-boats are
operating in U. 5, constal waters, and that 10 or 12 sre patrolling in
the general oroa C.PE §5.5LE-H LIF.X-C.FE R/CE-ST. JOHNE and to seawnrd.

MIDDLE E.iST THE..TER

The bulk of the British forces, surprisad by Rommel's offonsive
on 2l Jon., is now roassembled along tho gunoral linc:; CIRENE-MEKILI,.
with o flank guard at BIR TENGEDER. Losses of supplics and cquipmont
ware more important than loss of ground., J.I1.C. Comment: The ability
of our allics to hold Rommal wcst of tho north-scuth lino through MERILI
will depond largely on the prossurc applisd end the supply difficultics
of tho Axis forcos.

EASTERN EUROPEAN THE TER

Jd.1.C. Commont: During thc post wook, officinl Russizn communiqucs
have boen guerded in cleiming cdvancos, whilo propegoendn ngoneios hewe
mnde one or two scnsntional amnouncoments such os the Rod Star artieclo
on tho soizure of o tomm 60 milos wost of M RILIPOL, The Fussians now
odmit tho failure of tho FEODOSI). wonturce in the CRIGE., On tho othor
hand, an FCC intzreopt in LOUDON announcce thuot the Russians arc now
within striking distancc of VELIKI LUKI and VY. S... The situotion is
thus obscurc ond must evmit eclerification for propor anaolysis.

W o{/ V. 22 o
LUDVELL L, MONT.G.E S\
Mzjor, Covalry M
Secretary, J.I1.C. %)
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligpence Committes
Washinpton

HOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

1. FAR EAST AYD PACIFIC THEATER

China, J.I.C. Comment: Rumors that Japanese peace proposals
might be entertained by certain elements in CHINA have been quieted by
the strengthening of Chiang Kai-Shek's hand through a proposed new
loan of $500,000,000,

Burma, The R.A.F. attacked Japanese troops making rafts on KADO
ISLANT [In the SALVEEN RIVER between KOULMEIN and MARTABAN).

Malaya, Concentrations of Japanese small boats have appeared
off the western and southwestern shores of SINGAPURE ISLAND,

PhillEEinﬁs. The enemy ig reported to have made two additional
unguccessiul attempts to force a landing in rear of the BATASH posi-

tion. Japanese naval gunnery in the area was ineflective. Situation
in MINDANAO and VISAYAS remains unchanged. J.I1.C. Comment: Throughout
the campeign in the South Pacifiec, the Japanese have employed tactics
designed to disrupt the delense by forcing landings in rear of the
ogoupied positions. Costly frontal attacks have teen avoided whenever
poesible.

Ketherlands East Indies. Fo further developments have been reported
with respect to operations in the KE'L«RI-A BCIMA area, Submarine
opposition to the Japanese advance is indicated by their numerous radio
contact reperts. Indications of critical logistic problems attributable
to wide dispersion are mgain apparent. (The peneral line B LIKP.FAN-
KERDARI - JGBOINA is 900 milee long, air distance, and far removed

from Japanese bases.)

Melanesia. TULAGI (SOLOMON ISL.NDE) was reconnoitered and bombed
by Japanese planes. Damage was slight. J.1.C. Comment: TULAGI is
600 miles southeast of R.B.UL. This operation indicates that the
Japanese will probably attempt to extend their landing operations to
TUL.AGI, and eventually te the NEW HEBRIDES and NEW C.LEDONIA.

Marshall Islands. Increased radio activity from the MIRSHALLS
indicates that the Japanese are attempting to locate our naval forces
which raided that area. J.I.C. Comment: in estimate of the effect
of the raid on the MiRSHALLS is diffiocult without a more specifie
knowledge of the damage inflicted by our forces, However, the follow-

ing points are suggested as possible benefits.
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(1) It indicates to the enemy that the U. 5. Navy can carry out
offensive operations. .

(2) It may delay Japanese attempts to occupy FIJI, SAMOA, VEW
CALEDONIA, eto., because of their proximity to the MARSHALLS.

(3) It may cause slackening of operations in southern ASIA by
causing inoreased concern over a possible attack on JAPAN proper,
which would necessitete the withdrawal of naval units to home waters.

(4) It weakens Japanese lines of communication to TALE ISLAMD,

viake Island. It is confirmed that the Japanese are using TALE
ag a submarinc base.

WEETERN EURQPE

The VICIY government's reply to our protest mgainst Japanese
use of French vessels now in INDO-CHINA is characteristically evasive.
Parlan stated that contraband of war would be barred if the ships were
used, and added that it might be preferable to cooperate judieiously
with the Japanese rather than risk seizure of French ships,

MIDDLE EAST THE..TER

Rommel is now known to have n definite superiority in tanks,
While the amount of reinforcements received in LIBY.A is not known,
continuous Axis air pressure on MILTA and on the British lines of
communication is believed to be coordinoted with the movement of
enemy transport across the Mediterrsnesn. British forccs have fallen
back to the general lino: CIRENE-+EKILI-BIR TENGEDER,

EASTERN EUROPEAN THE.TER

Both in the DOUETS besin and towards VY.ASW., Soviet drives are
meoting with succoss -= oxtont ungonfirmed, The United Pross in
MOSCO™ oxpects shortly sn offieial annocuncement of a eonsiderable
Russian advance in tho UKRLIFE toward the DYEIFER RIVER.

it & Prrniipsce
LUDTELL L. MONT.GUE

dojor Covalry
Sgerotary, J.I1.C:
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in
the text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a compe-
tent military or naval source actually present in the area under dis-
cussion.

1. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Burma. Officiel despatches indicate that the British withdrawal
to MOULEEIN was unmolested, but that the Japanese regained contact on
29 Jan. and launched a heavy assault on 30-31 Jan., The British now
ogoupy the west bank of the SALTEEN RIVER and expect an early attack
on GARTABAN, opposite WOULKEIN. Extreme tides ocour in the river,
which is not considered to be a serious barrier at low tide. The
British Tar Office estimates that one Japaneee division is presemt in
BURLA, with four more immedistely available and six others available
on short notice. J.I1.C, Comment: The estimate of divisions available
would apply equally to sny other sector of the ABDA Command. Only three
of the tén cited are actually in the THAIL'ID-INDOCHIN: area.

For a complete statement of the current War Office estimate of
the totel number of Japancse divigions available for action elsewhere
than at their present locations, see Jjnnex I.

Malaya., The British Tar Office asserts that all British troops
warc w rawn successfully {rom JOHORE to SINGAPOAE, except for small
units alroady isolated whem the withdrawnl was decided upon. i consider-
able proportion of thesc have basen successfully evacucted by sea.
Search for and rescus of the romainder is proceeding. The causeway
has been destroyod.

It & anticipated in LCUDON that the Jopancsc moy attack SULATRS
{to complite tho encirclemsnt) bofore seeking a decision at SING/PORE.

For considoration of factors rclative to SINGIPURE's obility to
withstand sicpe, sce Jnnex II.

Netherlands East Indies. Japanese troops are ascending the
, wes , in small boats. (The river mouth is 15
miles south of PONTIANAK (1), already believed to be in Japanese
puuaaltinn.]

Japanese troops are advancing rom BALIKPAPAN(2) on SAWZARINDA (3),
approximately 50 miles to the north and 30 miles inland. (Two important
airfields are at SALARINDA.)

KENDARI (4) is being used as a submarine base.

Later reports indicate that the landing at AMEOINA {5) was made
from a convoy consisting of 6 cruisers, 10 destroyers and 10 transports.
The landing was made on the eastern end of the island at thres points
approximately three miles apart and near the city. Landings at NAGLEA (6)

are also reported,
" DECLASSIFIED
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Marshall Islands. A U.S5. Navy raid resulted in considerable losses
among Japanese auxiliary and merchant type vessels at KWAJALEIN (7),
WOTJE (8), and JALUIT (9), and tne destruction of many Japanese planes
in the eir and on the ground. Bombardment and strafing of ground
installations at KWAJALEIN, ROI (KWAJALEIN ATOLL), end WOTJE resulted
in additional damage of indeterminate extent. The air base at TAROD
ISL/ND, MALOELAP ATOLL (10) was severely damaged by bombing and bombard-
ment, The attack extended to MKIN {11{, in the GILBERT IfL.NDS, where
three patrol flying boats and an auxiliery were destroyed.

The auxiliaries referred to probably include units of the Sixth
Base Force, consisting of & few converted gunboats, mineleyers and sub
ghagsers, BSince the Sixth (submarine) Fleet is also based at JJLUIT,
submarine tonders may alsc have been included. Since no mention is made
of submarines, it is evident the groat majority, if not all of them,
were out on distant missions. The enti-aireraft and anti-submarine
patrols reported off the W.REH.LL ISL.JIDS appear to have failed to give
warning of the approach of U. 8. task forces in time for effective
defensive meansurcs to be taken.

Two of our surfoce vessels received minor damege end 11 aireraft
failod to rcturn from tho uttock. Porsonnsl losses are as yot unknown.

Fhilippincs. VIS'Y.LS and LIVDJNLO: Ho change.
20N emy oction designed to dotermine contour of B.T..N
position has continued. There has beon very little air acctivity.

ATLANTIC THEATER

German Ships. N/A VICHY reports 29 Jan., that the PRINZ EUGEN
is 8o aged by R.A.F. atteck that 8ix months will be required for

repair, and that the SCHARNHORET is seriously damsped, requiring the
constant attendance of four tugs to keep her afloat. He also states
that the GNEIZERAU is still in drydock and will be out of commission
for a year. J,I.C, Comment: N/A VICEY reported to the same effect,
but in less detail, 24 Jen. (Summary No. 46). Information concerning
the material condition of readiness of these important naval units is
difficult to obtain by direct observation. Such reports are confusing
end contradictory, no doubt because of the high altitude at which R.A.F.
photographic reconnaissance is carried out on account of the extensive
A.dy” defense, coupled with a skillful use of camouflage and dummy ships
by the Nazis. Two old French cruisers have been altered to resemble
the German battleships.

WEETERN EUROFE

Je1.C., Comment: UWITED STATZE - VICHY relations probably will
reach a erisis if Japan is purmitted to use the French merchant vessols
in INDO-CHINA for military purposcs. Only force will be understood
in VICHY.

=2e
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MIDDLE EAST TUEATER

J.1.C. Comment: Official information is lacking. It would appear
from newspaper and radio scurces, both CAIRO and BERELIN, that the ixis
advance northeastward has continued to the vicinity of MADD/LENA. The
center of mass of ixis forces is thus being shifted nearer MEKILI.

E.ST EUROPE.N THE. TER

A of January 3lst, Russian advances were continuing from the seoctor
north of EMOLENSK towards VITEDSK, and in the DONETIE B/EIN towards
DHEPROPETROVSK. J.I1.C. Comment: Confirmation of alleged seizure of
BEREETOVOYA, 60 miles wegt of MW.RIUPOL, is still lacking.

Lotwictt & Sy pece-

LUDTELL L. MOWT 'GUE
Hajor, Cavalry
Seorotary, J.1.C.



I. VAR OFFICE ESTIMATE OF JAPAFESE DIVISIONE AVAILABLE FOR ACTION
ELSEVWHERE.

On transports, hacassar Strait #
In Thailand
In Indo-China
In Formosa
In Central China
In North China
In Manchuria +#
In Japan (new divisions)
Total

b=t
HOM#\ HMMH -

# (0-2 considers that this division has been committed.
## Assuming that relations with RUSSIA remain unchanged.

II, FACTORS BEARING ON SI NGAPORE'S ..BILITY TO WITHST.ND SIEGE.

1. TWater Supply. The normal supply is obtained from reserveirs
in the state of Enﬁnre augmented by catchments on the island itself.

The former supply is gone, but it is believed that supplies on the
island plus almest daily rains will meet absolute necessities during
the siege. The water distribution system is not bomb-proof but the
basic supply of water is not subject to destruction by bombing.

2. Strait of Johore. The Strait varies from one-half to three
miles in width with an average of about 2000 yards. The northern shore
line of Singapore Island is LO miles long; the east-west axis of the
island is 25 miles, There is only one causeway, connecting Singapore
Island with Johore Bahru. .ilthough it is reported that this causeway
has been demolished, the extent of destruction is not known.

3. Heavy Artillery. The large guns (five 15", six 9.2", eighteen
61) are emp;acea for Eefense against attack by sea. Their mobility is

probably slight. Their range of traverse is not known. Since the
highest point on the island is only 500 feet, terrain masks would not
interfere with long range interdiction fire where traverse or range
would permit. :

L. Field irtillery., it the beginning of the Japanese attack, the
British had not more §Ehn 192 field artillery pieces and 128 anti-tank

pieces. Casuplties are not known. There has been little artillery
fighting, but much British transport and egquipment has been lost through
surprise encirclements.

5. Food S . Emergency food stores arc available in Singapore,

quantity . Sumatra and Java remain in allied hands, it is
believed that Singapore can be fed even though under siege.

DECLASSIFIED
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6. Native Population. The population of Singapore (550,000) is
uvenhclmﬁ%ﬁl._ Both active and passive dofense against
air attack is meager. The reacti on of these people to circumstances
to bo anticipated may create a serious internmal problom.
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Joint Intelligence Committee
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- MNOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in
the text, it may be assumed that information reported is from & com-
petent military or naval source actually present in the area under
discussicon.

FAR_EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Indian Ocean, A second Allied ship has been sunk near MADRAS.
Another vessel,; torpedoed near COLOMBO (CEYLON), made port. J.I.C.
Comment: An intensified submarine campaign may be expected in these
wateras., Its probable base is FENANG (1).

Burma. There was a rosumption of fighting two miles east of
MOULMETN (2), 30 Jan., The Japanese are reinforeing north and east of
the city and are collecting river boats, J.I.C. Comment: A press
report from RANGOCN, 31 Jan., quotes an official announcement that
British forces have cvacuated MOULMEIN and have taken up positions on
the west bank of the SALYEEN KIVER (3).

Malava, J.I,C. Comment: Offieial information of recent date is
lacking, The Japanese communique, 1 Feh., states that their forces have
roached the STRAIT OF JOHORE (L). ‘An informal consensus of military
opinion in LONDON is that it is improbable that the causeway at JOHORE
BAHRU was completely destroysd or that all British units wore success-
fully withdrawn f rom the mainland. SINGAPORE ISLAND is poorly prepared
for defonsc on the JOHCRE side. A direct assault, rathor than a siege,
is oxpected.

The evacuation of white civilians from SINGAPORE has begun.

The TOKYO radie, 1 Feb., claims that one Allicd transport was sunk
and two were damaged in BANGKA STRAIT (5), rnd that another Allicd
convoy was attacked near LINGGA ISLAND {ES. J.I1.C. Comment: The
Japancse arc in position to close all sea approachcs to SINGAPCRE
unless atrong naval and air escorts are provided.

Netherlands East Indies. The Japanosc have occupied MOMPAWAN (7),
wost .
American bombers from SUMATRA attacked BALIKPAPAN (8) without effect
except that eight Japanese fighters wore shot down. One bomber was
lost.

Japanese forccs have landed on BUTONG ISLAND (9), near KENDARI.

Japanesc landings at NAMLEA (10) and AMBOINA {115 are in progress.
Twonty-odd ships have been sighted in the vicinity. Allied plancs have
been withdrawn to DARWIN (12), and the airfi 1ds and radio stations have
been destroy . d.

The KOEPANG (13) airfield was attacked, 30 Jan. J.I.C. Comment:
hn carly Japanesc landing attack is cxpected.

DECLASSIFIED
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Melanesia. The RAAF attacked an enemy concentration of L cruisers,
& destroyers and 13 transports at RABAUL (1L), scoring one direct hit,
Antiaircraft fire was intense,

Enemy air activity was widespread, with particular atteniien to
SALAMAUA (15) and BULOLO (16). TABAR ISLAND (17) was shelled by a
Japanese warship, 28 Jan.

Fhilippines. VISAYAS and MINDANAO: No change. LUZON; Enemy
reconnalssances in force against new BATAAN position continue. Air ac-
tivity is light. A heawy artillery concentration successfully inter-
dicted a Japanese force of smill boats and launches which had been
assembled in the vicinity of TERNATE (CAVITE FROVINCE), ten miles south-
cast of the ISLAND OF CORREGIDOR. The Japanesc appear to be using
NICHOLS FIELD (near MANILA) as an intcrmediate base for bomber flights
from FORMOSA to points south,

Japancsc Navy. The Japanosc offensive through tho MOLUCCA PASSAGE (1
has davaiap'&f, Hvih the preliminary effort dirseted against the Duteh

naval and air base at AMBOIN. (11)., The force involved in this opora-
tion indicates 2 major effort, with the Japanese prepared to exploit
guickly any successcs attained. This offcnsive has met with some
resistance, probably from our submarines.

The Japancsc move through tnc STHAIT OF MACISSAR (19) has been
stopped for thc time being, and no further naval offensive in forece
is in immediate prospect in that arca,

LATIN AMERICA

Poru-Ecuador, Sincc 27 Jan. two B-17's from SALIN S (ECU/.DOR)
have rofuclod dally at T'L/RA (PERU). A serviec dotachment of 35
men will be maintained at T.L/Ri for the purpesc. J.I.C. Commonty
SALINAS apd TALARL are at opposite sides of the entrancc of the GULF
of GUAYAQUIL and both arc about 600 milcs cast of the GALAPAGOS ISL/MNDS.
The delicete rulations batwoon PERU and ECULDOR rocuire the usc of
both or nonc. At TALARA is the only rofin.ry on the west coast of South
Amcrica capable of producing avistion gasolino.

ATLANTIC THE/TER

Submarine Situation. Except for a fow submarinos in the ICELAND =
F - anglc and 2 or 3 wost of GIBRALTAR, all German sub-
marines in the Atlantic appiar to be concontrating off the North

amerdean coast. All indicetions point to their traversing a great circle
course while cnroute from their bascs in the B.Y OF BISCAY to oporating
arcas off our coast and r.turn. Thus the convoy traffic on the morthzrn
trade routes is apparcntly ignored,

Sinec 12 Jan,, when Gorman submarinos first appeared off our coast,
only onc ship has boen sunk in convoy in the Atlantic amd that in the
longitude of ICELAND on the lith. It is, th.reforo, eviflent that the Germas
consider it prasently morc lucrative to atteck uncsecorted wesscls, ;
Whil: r.cent convoy attecks have occurred almost exclusively at night,
records of atlantic coast attacks uwp to 27 Jan. show that, out of a total
of 30 attecks, 22 ware doliverud at night and 16 during daylight hours,
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Two submarine attecks have boen roported in the past 24 hours.

The S5 T/COM. STiR (British) wes torpcdocd LOO miles cast of CAPE
HENRY, Virginia; the SS PiN ..MOCO was attscked about B0 miles off C/PE
LOOKOUT, N.C.

The first group of cnemy submarincs that have boen operating off
itlantic Coast departed from thoir home ports between December 15 and 20
and have boon six or soven wocks 2t sia.  They have roturncd to the
B'Y OF BISC.Y. It is ecstimatod that at loast 16 submarines arc now
opcrating off the jtlantic Coast, from M.INgto FLORIDA.

MIDDLE E/ST THE.TER

J.I.C. Commcnt: There has baon no substantial change in the
situation reported. It is bolicved that piceemenl action is still in
p ogrcss botwoen MSUS and WEKILI. 4 summary of the initial action of
the present phase of operations is attached hercte as an annaox.

Should thc British be uneble to hold the MEKILI arca it is probeble
thot they will withdrawn to thc BihDIZ-M.DDvLEN.-TOBRUK triangle. While
British forces hawve bein badly uscd wp as a rasult of ovor two month's
fighting, they should be given a cortain respite for rcorgandization as
ROMMEL's lincs of communication bocome oxtoinded. It must be romsmbered
that the port freilitics of BENGHAZI have been heavly hammercd by both
sides and they arc roportcd to be destroyed. If this be the casa,
ROMMVEL's progress will have to bo coordincted with long motor column
supply lines, necesssarily slow.

EAST EUROPEAN THELTER

According to an /ssocieted Pross dispatch quoting the Sovict hrmy
newspeper RED 8TUR, the Russizns h.ve captur.d BERTSTOVOYA, 115 miles
west of TAGINROG. BERTSTOVOY:. is about 30 miles north of the SEA OF AZOV
and 60 miles wost of MRIUPOL., The ruported R¥D STAR article »dds that
a major Russian off.nsive had buun in progross on the southern flank for
s.v:rnl days.

J.I.C. Commont: If confirmed, this Russian advencc is of groot
importsncc. Consistuntly, thc Germans have hald firm on the southern
half of the Erstirn Eurcpoan front, and it was only throo days ago that
the BERLIN radio was smmouncing that the Gorman wintor lincs hed been
occupicd and stook unshakuable. The Gormans did not indieste that this
line included T.G:NROG, but for weoks this locality has beon considcred

a pivot on the south flank,

LUDVELL L. MONT..OUE
Major Covalry
Scerctary, J.1.C.
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EXTR/ CTS FROM . REPORT OF AN OFFICIAL »MSRICIN OBSFRVFR IN LIBYA

Before 21 Janurry the British deduccd from Genural Rommel's dis-
positions that he intinded to withdrow wcestward from /GHEILA. icting
on this hypothosis, thoy r.ducced their forces in contact with the cnemy
to the Guards Brigade, onc squadron of armorcd cars and the Support
Group of the lst irmorcd Division. The remaindcr of the armorcd cars
nod buen withdrawn for mnint:inance and ropair. it MSUS, the British
2nd Jrmored Brigade was boing trained for zn offunsive to be launched
in three wecks,

The British wore complotoly surpriscd by the Gorman offonsive, which
advancod in two columns, onc townrds the northoast, thc othor tosard
AGED.BI/. Jxis forecs occupi.d S.UMNU and .NTEL.T in forc: on the
23rd. VSUS was occupicd on the 25th, British units in immediate contact
had beon badly scrttered. Thosc, howwor, woere gradually reasscmblod
towards the MEKILI arca, whorethe mass of British forecs wns ccnt_r-d.
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