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U.5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the centrary in the
text, 1t may be assumed that information reported iz from competent of-
ficial sources.

INDIAN THEATER.

Burmia. British and Chinese forces on the west front were, on the
E?th,mrlﬂng 4o a new line extending generally from slightly south
of MANDALAY to the west of that city along the north bank of the IRRA-
WADDY. A strong Japanese force is pressing Chinese forces on the cen-
tral front. The enemy is reported to have captured WEIKTILA. Teo the
east, Chinese forces, with recent reinforcements, are moving toward
LOILEM in an effort to strike the Japanese near LASHIO. J.I.C. Comment:
The foregoing information, the latest official news from BURMA, is based
upon dispatches on the situation as of 27 April. There have been no more
recent reports on the status of LASHIO (Summary No. 1L0).

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Philippines. Yesterday's bombing of CORRECIDOR constituted the 100th
such enemy attack that the island has experienced in the 1% days since the
fall of BATAAN.

Hostile forces, despite heavy losses, effected a landing at PARANG
(southwest MINDANAC, north of COTABATO). Two hostile destroyers and enemy
airplanes supported the landing, which was made from five transports.

Melanesia. Japanese bombers escorted by fighters attacked SEVEN MILE
AIRDROWE near POKT MORESBY on the 2Bth. Runways were damaged and a small
fuel dump destroyed. One cnemy bomber was probably destroyed and another
damaged. Two of our pursult planes crashed and onc was badly damaged.

U.5. Army bombera attacked the LAE ATRDROME on 28 April, scoring di-
rect hits on bulldings and pessibly on an ammunition dump on the field.

?uﬂ:‘!ﬂt Pagific. An enemy submarine was sighted SLO miles east of
NOI ' .

ka. Therc arec some indications of Japanese interest in the ALAS-
EAN theater. This intercst is probably the result of drastic de-
fense measures aimed to prevent future air attacks on JAPAN similar to the
reported raids of 18 April. 1In line with these measures, Japancsc offen-
®ive action to neutralisze the ALEUTIAN ISLANDS as an approach route has at
least been considered.
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3. ATLANTIC THEATER.

German Shipa. The pocket battleship ADMIRAL SCHEER left her usual
uarmmu FIORD between the afternecn of 28 April and the fol- |
lowing forenoon. More positive information concerning her movements is
lacking. TIRPITZ, HIPPER, and PRINZ EUGEN are bolioved still to have
been in the FIORD en 29 April.

Submarincs, No material change. There have beecn further indica-
tions of the presunce of a supply vesscl in the vieinity of the West
African Coast. According to reports comsidercd to be reliable, an cnomy
submarine wos positively identificd in the harbor of MARTINIQUE on 28
A-P]."'llt

Raidors. The fact that sovoral vesscls arc ovordue and wnaccounted
for appears to bo a further indication that at lcast one snemy raider is
operating in the South ATLANTIC (Summary Ne. 120).

L. WEST EUROPEAN THEATER.

British Alr Operations. On the night of 27/28 April 100 tons of
high explosive and Incendiarics, including 30 onec-ton bombs, wore dropped
on COLOGNE, with cxcellent results. On the same night 92 tons of high
explosive were dropped on the navel basc at TRONDHEIM, where, it is
claimed, four heavy bombs fell noar the TIRPITZ, two baing hits or very
near misses, On the following night 3L aircraft wore dispatchod against
TRONDHEIM and 91 ageinst KIEL. ST, OMER was attacked by day on the 28th.

5. EAST EUROPEAN THEATER.

J.I1.C, Comment: According to the press, heavy fighting continucs,
despite the thow, but there has been no change in the situatien. It has
been suggested that the Russians would sock to delay the expected Gorman
offensive by maintaining thelir prossuro.

6. AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Malta. 176 cscorted bombers attacked, 27/28 April.
Circnaica. British patrols have obtained several local suecesses.

jk/ll‘é ﬂ;ﬂfrr £
BI.TFT.H! III
th dn, F. A
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U.8. JOINT INTELLIOENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent of-
ficial sources.

INDIAN THEATER.

Burma. As late as the morning of the 28th, unconfirmed CHUNGKING
reports stated that LASHIO was still in Chinese hands., An earlier re-
port from other sources confirmed the Chinese recapture of TAUNGOYI.
J.I.C. Comment; The gensral pleture is obscure. The press states that
MAYMYO (northeast of MANDALAY) has been evacuated by the Burmese civil
governments and that the Japanese have re-entered TAWMNGGYI. The aitua-
tion grows more eritical each moment and it is feared that the rains (re-
ported as having begun) may not have ontirely the effect desired.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Inde=China, The VICHY Foreign Office has informed the U.5. Ambassa-
dor in VIGHT that the Japanese naval authorities have SEIZED 90,000 tons
of French merchant shipping now in Far Eastern waters, leaving VICHY
authorities in INDO-CHINA 10,000 tons of shipping for use in INDO-CHINA
coastal trade. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that a large de-
gree of responsibility rested with the U.S. Government for this act on the
part of the Japancse.

Melanesia. On the 26th U.S. Army bombers attacked an enemy convoy of
three transports, two destroyers and two submarincs approximately 90 milas
southeast of KAVIFNG, scoring one direct hit and five near misscs on a
6,000 ton transport and possible near misses on anothor transport. Three
other transports wera observed in the gemeral vicinity of RABAUL. On the
27th five more merchant ships and one larg: transport were obsarvod in the

i di nﬂ!lﬂ-:lfevl Teelond

J?nnma Hae:. The focus of naval activity rcomains in the TRUE-NEW
BRIT area. o movement of certain units southward from TRUE is be-

lieved due more to the rising Allied throat than to immediate offensive
action. It appears that tho oxecution of operations plamned by the Japa-
nase Navy at this time in the RABAUL area hes been complicatoed by con-
tinusl Allied air raids and by the probablc proximity of Allicd task
foreces. Present indications, howeveor, reflect the determination of the
Japencse Navy to gain air and surface supromacy; to that end, at the ox-
penac of other theaters, aireraft in particular arc continually being
dramn into this area, wherc the trend is definitely toward a "show-dowm"
in the near futurc.
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Australia. Sevonteon Japancs: bombars, cscorted by nine fighters,
attacksd the FORT DARWIN AIRDROME 27 April, Buildings, roadways and
powcr linos were severely damsged. Our pursuit plancs shot down three
cnemy bombers and four fighters and probably destroyed two more. One
of our pursult planes was shot down and three arc missing.

Far Eastern Waters. A U.5. submarinc on patrol in FAR EASTERN
wnters sank onc enemy tenker of medium size and one small freighter,

The British Admiralty estimates that 250,000 tons of Japanesc ship-
ping has becn sunk since hostilitics began.

Philippines. No appreclable change,
3. ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. MNo material chango.

Norwoglan Coast - Trondheim. No information hms been recelived through
officiz]l chamnels concerning the air reids on TRONDHEIM reported in the
press.

L]

L. WEST EUROPEAN THEATER.

Ar Operations., During the day, 27 April, LILLE and OSTEND were bomb-
ed. A g E and DUNKIRK werc attacked. J.I.C. Comment: While
the night bombing of DUNKIRK has been on a lesser scale than that directed
against ROSTOCK, attacks have becn as persistent. In the four attacks on
ROSTOCK and the Heinkel Works approximetely 650 tons of high explosives
end incendiaries were dropped, with excellent effect.

5. AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Dahomey. Further reconneissancce at 50 feet rovealsd no planes at
45_4 _Summaries 13k and 138). The two antiaircraft guns did not fire.
f :ﬂ o7 e other Vichy-French airdroms at LOME is blocked and unusable. J.I.C.
“" Comment: This roport relieves certain apprchensions regarding security of
fr an the ferry route. -

Malta. During 26/27 April 125 escorted bombers attacked. Fighter re-
inforcements have arrived.

Clrenaica, Patrol activity continuus. From tho coast near TMIMI to
the STOT BRAROLSC area, the enemy is blasting and erecting wire in the ovi-

dent proparation of a strong defensive position. This front is occupied by
the German Light Division with intersperscd units of the Tronto Division.

-2=
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The two Qermen armored divislons are bohind them in the TUAZIL-FLEBA-
AFRAG-CHECHIBAN quadrangc (20 to LO milus weost of GAZALA). Recently
the Pavin and Brescin Divisions have extended the front southward to
EL TETLEM (35 milos WNW from BIR HACHEIM). Thuy are supported by the
Arictc (armored) Division in the SEGNALI arca. Tho Tricete (motor-
ized) Divisien is the MECHILI-HAGFET EL GELGAF arca (65 to 95 milcs
wost of GAZALA). The Sabrata Division is in the BENGHAZI-AGEDABIA
arca, and the Bologna Division 1s in the vieinity of EL AGHEILA. Part
of the Littoric (armorcd) Division is in the TRIPOLI-MISURATA arca.

J.1.C. Comment: These Axis dispositions appear to be of a de-
fansive nature. As long as MALTS absorbs the attentlon of thoe groater
portion of the Gorman Meditorranean air foree, major Axdis offonsive
action in CIRENAICA is unlikely.

EAST EUROPEAN THELTER.
Nothing te repert.

Wmﬁ ,ﬂf«m
h. SIDN UFORD 111

Ceptain, F. A.
Asst. Scoy., JJI.0.
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U.S. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication te the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that informaticn reported is from competent of-
ficial sources.

INDIAN THEATER.

Burma. A hostile motorized column reached LASHIO late on the 26th.
J.1.C, Comment: This column undoubtedly is that reported in Summary No.
137 as proceeding toward LATHKA. If yesterday's press report of a suc-
cessful Chinese attack on TAUNGGYI is correct (it has not yet been con-
firmed), the Japanese forces reaching LASHIO may be,at least temporarily,
cut off from their main body. In any event, the gravity of the situation

is apparent.
FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATIR.

Phili.EEinaa. Hostile action against our fortified islands has slack-
ened. n northem LUZON there has been some southward and northward move-

ments of enemy forces in the CAGAYFN VALLEY. To the south, the Japaness

in CEBU and PANAY appear to be content for the moment with their control of
the principal coastal roads and towns. Fnemy transports under naval protec-
tion continue to move about in VISAYAN waters.

Melanesia. Enemy aerial cperations in the viecinity of PORT MORESBY con-
tinue on an increased scale. Three airfields near PORT MORESBEY were attacked
by enemy bombers or fighters and six Allied dive bombers were destroyed and
two othors damaged. The enemy lost onc plane.

Allied air activity on 2L/25 April was alsc on an inercased scalc, Bomb-
ing attacks wora carried out at BUKA ISLAND airdrome and FAISI (both in the
SOLOMCYH ISLANDS). The enemy airfiecld at LAE was attacked twico and two
encmy planes were destroyed (certain) and three others wore probably do-
stroyed. All of our planes returned safely.

There are indications that some surfacc vesscls may be cnroutc to RABAUL
from TRUK (Japanese. MANDATES). While it is cvident that no task force is
roady for a major offensive in MELANESIA, tho occupation of TULAGI (SOLOMON
ISLANDS) is expected at an early date, and an attack on PORT MORFSEY is pos-
gible soon thereafter. In the mcanwhile, heavy bombing raids on PORT MORESBY
and PORT DARWIN are anticipated.

ATLANTIC THEATER.
Submarines. There is no evidenoe of a material change in the situation.

A U.5, cargo vesscl {apsonrmﬁr a bawdtc ship) was torpedoed in tho CARIB-
BEAN on 26 April about milcs NNE of BONAIRE. This is the first vcssel at-
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tacked in tho CARIBBEAN sincc 16 April. It brings up to six the total
of attacks roported to have occurred during April in the CARIBEFAN or
close to thc eastward of 1t. About as many attacks have occurred dur-
ing April in the gencrel vicinity of CAPE HATTERAS as have cccurred in
all the rest of the ATLANTIC THEATER west of thu longltude of the
AZORES (sec Summary No. 131), but during the past ten days the attacks
have tonded to take place farther off shore, principally within a see-
tor extending from NE to ESE of HATTERAS.

German Ships. Positive information indicates that TIRPITZ, SCHEFH,
HIPPEH, and PHEE EUGEN wore still in TRONDHEIM FIORD on 27 April. No

rcports have been rocolved concerning other major units.

L. WEST EUROFEAN THEATER.

British Air %aratiana. The fourth succoessive night ettack on ROS-
TOCK @ Heinkcl Works, 26/27 April, was madc by 107 bombers. Ro=
sults have beon exccllent. Attecks in the coastal rogion wero continuad
with daylight bombing of S5T. OMER and HAZFBROUCK, 26 April, and thc
third succeossive attack on DUNKIRK that night.

Five bombers rocached PILSEN, 26/26 April, but, beeausz of cloud condi-
tions, only onc attacked the target. (Cf. Summary No. 138).

S. AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

French North Africa. It is roported from ALGIERS that in that port &
small Tankcr, ostensibly Spanish, but actually Germen, loaded fucl oil frem
s French tanker and departed, during the night of 25 April, for TRIPOLI.

Malta. Corrcotioms Tt is now roported that during 23/25 fpril L18
bombeTs attacked., (Summary No. 138 reported 2L5) During the 21 hours end-
ing at 12730 P.M., 26 April, an additional 139 bombers attacked.

6. [EAST EUROPEAN THEATER.

Mo change in the situation.

Asst. Booy., J.1.C.

.DE(;LASSIETED
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U.8. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent of-
ficial sources. ;

INDIAN THEATER.

Indian Ocean. On the 23d, R.A.F. air reconnaissance of PORT BLAIR,
ANDAMAN ISLAFDS, revealed five enemy flying boats but no ships,in the
harbor.

Burma. A5 late as the 25th, the BURMA situation was very serious.
Chinese lorces which moved to TAINGGYI in an atterpt to block the north-
ward Japanese drive before it reached that place did not arrive in time.
¥o official report has been received as to the result of their subse-
quent counterattack from the weat (Summary No. 137). 1In the center the
Chinese appear to have fallen back toward PYAWEWE (15 miles north of
YAVFTHIN). The front west of MEIKTILA is quiet., J.I.C. Comment: The
enemy successes in the TAUNGOYI area constitute a serious threat to
LASHIO, which would be considerably relieved if the above mentioned
Chinese attack on TAWNGOYI were successful. (The press this morning re-
ports that the Chinese have recaptured TAUNOOYI).

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Melanesia, On the 2ith there was considerable enemy air activity in
the vIeInity of PORT MORESHY. Fifteen enemv fighters attacked SEVEN VILE
girdrome, destroying three Allied planes. One enemy plane was probably
destroyed. Ten enemy fighters made an unsuccessful attack on shipping in
the harbeor. i

Eight Japanesc planes carried out raids 25 April against various
points in the SOLOMON ISLANDS. Some damage was sustained on GAVUTU IS-
LAND, but no damage was reported from attacks on TANAMBOOO ISLAND and
TULAGI .

There are indications of the immediate reinforcement of Japanese air
strength in the WELANESIAN area.

Australia. On 25 April, 2L enemy bombers, cscorted by 9 fighters,
raided PORT DARVIN, damaging the public utility facilitics of the city
and inflicting a fow personncl casualtics. Eight encmy bombers and three
fighters were shot down. Four Allied plancs were slightly damaged.

JoI.C. Comment: This heavy raid and other air activity in MELANESIA
is believed to be the opening phasc of a Japanese air offensive in the
AUSTRALIAN sphere, and further heavy air activity may be expected. While
there 1s no indicetion that sufficient land and sea forces are at present

fDECLASSIFIED
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in position for a large scale enemy invasion of northern AUSTRALIA
and MELANESIA, a landing oporation against PORT MORESBY remains a
probability, when and if the Japanese gain control of the air over
NEY GUINEA.

Gilbert Islands. On the 25th, Japancse bombers attacked AREMANA
ISLAND In the GILBERTS. No damage or casualtics resulted.

Philippines. PEnemy air activity over our harbor forts was light,
but hostilec Tirc from batteries on BATAAN and MANILA BAY's south shorec
continued heavy. Japancse attacks were repulscd in the center and
southwestern parts of PANAY, and hostile units in thosc scctors have

*withdrawn slightly.

3. ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. A reductlon, probably of & temporary nature, seems to
have oceurred in the number of cnemy submarines cperating in NORTH
AMFRICAN coastal waters. It appears that sbout 8 submarines are now
homeward bound from thosc waters and somc 13 or more are outward bound
to replace them. The total number in longitudes west of the AZORES is
apparently still about 30.

L, WEST EUROPEAN THEATER,

' Alr Operations. During the night of 2L/25 april BL tens of high
uxplnﬂﬁﬁf’fﬁs of incendiaries werc dropped on ROSTOCK and the
Helnkel Works. On the following night 128 bombers wers dispatched
against the same target. Indications are that all attacks on this arca
have been most successful. J.I.C. Commcnt: Press reports state that
ROSTOCK and the Heinkel Works were attacked for the fourth successive
night, 26/27 April.

DUMKIRK received 7L tons of high uxplosive on the night of 21,/25
April and 312 bombers were dispatched against the same targot on the fol-
lowing night, During daylight on the 25th attacks were general in the
coastal region from CHERBOURG to DUNKIREK,

On the night of 25/26 April six bombers werc dispatched against the
Skoda Works at PILSEN. Only one reached the objective.

On the same night BO German bombers attacked the BRISTOL-BATH arca,
J.1.C. Comment: This is thc hcaviest Oorman aerisl counterattack this
year. Hitler has threatened full reotaliation for British raids, Were
ho to mako good tho threat, it would constitute a significent diversien
of air strongth from RUSSIA.

=8
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5. EAST FUROPEAMN THEATER.

Heavy rains havc bogged down the entire front. Spring is un-
usuﬂlljr‘ lﬂt'c-

6. AFRICA AFD MIDDLE BAST THEATER.

Deahomzy. The 22 pursult plancs previously reported at KOTONU
(Summary No, 13L) have disappeared,

Malta. During the LB hours ending at 1:15 P.M., 25 April, 245
boxbors, with fighter escort, attacked, causing serious demage.

AB8t. S5eCy., +.I1I.C.
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U.S. JOINT INTELLIGENCY COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent of-
ficial sources.

INDIAN THEATER.

Burma. The Japanese now hold the road from TAUNGGYI to LOILEM, and
elements of their forces have penetrated northeast toward LATHKA (about
32 miles northeast of LOILEM). Chinese forces are counterattacking
against TAINGGYI from the west. In the center, the Chinese are reported
heavily engaged 10 miles south of YAMTTHIN (22 miles north of TATKON).
In the west British troops are concentrating in the TAUNGTHA area (39
milos northwest of WEIKTILA), with Chinese and other British forces
generally to the west of MEIKTILA. Hostilez air attacks continue. J.I.C.
Comment: The foregoifdg in general confirms yesterdsy's press reports
{Summary No. 136), although Allied forces have apparently been forced to
maks slightly more extensive withdrawals than werc indicated. While
there is sctivity clsewhere, the fighting on the Allied right flank seems
to have died down,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Philippines. No morc rccent information has beon reccived.

Mclanesia, The Japancsc are roported to have cccupied KOMIATUM (7
mlcs south of SALAMAUA) on 23 April.

on the 23d and 2ith, enemy planes carried out oxtonsive roconnais-
sancc over a widc sres around PORT MORESBY. SRVEN MILES airdrom= at
PORT MORESEY was attacked by Japancsc bombers on 23 April. The harber
arca of the town wes bombed the following day and a moored Cetalina was
destroyed. Of the six Allicd fighters which interccpted thc hestile
plancs in the lattor attack, thres warc lost. Two 'Japancse fightcrs were
probably destroyed and two demagod.

Two Allicd aireraft unsuccessfully atteckcd three Japanesc transports
in TALILI BAY (northeast NEW BRITAIN, nesr RABAUL). On the same day threc
Allied plancs attacked wharf installations at RABAUL. Incedieries fell on
wherves, transports end buildings. Scoveral fires were observed, including
one on a ship., Onc enemy fighter wes attacked and damaged. FEight Japa-
nas.: transports were obsuorvaod in this area.

China., It is bolieved that the Jepenecse are either proparing or have
alrosdy bogun to movc south in soveral colums from points on the HANGCHOW-
NINGPO rallway. Apparomtly thoir ebjoct is to cleer tho CHFKIANG-KIANGSI
province of Chines. forces.

posc=™
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Japancse Novy. Although it is not certein, it is bulieved thet
gearch operations by the Japrnese Flect in the northwost PACIFIC heve
been abandoned. Howovor, Jeprnese radio hes been activ. soveral
times recontly within a radius of 1000 milos of HONOLULU.

ATLANTIC THEATFR.

Submarincs. The situation is not materinlly changod cxcopt as fol-
lows:™ From onc to thrce submerines, thought to be Itelisn, erc belicved
to ba oparating off thc north coest of BRAZIL. Therc arc indicaticons
that these submarines reccntly obteined fuel and provisions from tho
supply vessel (off thoe west coast of AFKIGA) mentioncd in Summery No.
135, Therv sre som: indicetions of an imponding incrcesc in tho number
of submerines oporating in the CARIBBEAN Arca.

Goermon Ships, The following positivo informetion hes boon obtained
concoTning Gho Euc:'t.inn: of major Gormen navol wnits on 25 April:
TIRPITZ, ADMIRAL SCHEER, HIPPER, and PRINZ EUGEN still at TRONDHTIM; bet-
tleship SCHARNHORST ond light cruiscr NURNBERG still at KIFL; hoavy
erulser SEYDLITZ still at BRFMEM; light cruiser KOELN still &t WILHHLMS-
HAVEN., While positivo informetion is lacking as to the locations of
other major Germen navol units on 25 April, nc informrtion hes boen re-
coived to indleatc that sny reecunt movements have teken place.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER.

British /ir Operations. During thc night of 23/2L April 91 tons of
high cxploslve #nd about 110 tons of incondierics were droppod on
ROSTOCK and an additional 28 tons of high explosiv: werc droppod on the
nearby Heinksl Works. On the following night 125 bombaors wors dispatchod
rgeingt thc serms objectivis. Both attecks are believed to have accom-
plished exeellent rosults, FLUSHING was bombed by desy on thoe 2Lth and
DUNEIRK wns attrecked by LT bombors that night.

SAST EUROPEAM THEATTR.

Nothing to report.
MIDDLE EAST THEATER..

Malta. Mo air aottrecks rported. J,I.C. Commont: fxis sir nttack on
MALTA Ras occurrod in wavos of slightly varying intcnsity. During the
week of 2/9 April there wore 1,562 sortics; during the ncxt weck, 9/16
dpril, only 850. A totel of 1,021 bombors have been reported over MALTA
during the weck 16/23 April, Within that wock the daily seal: of attack
{;ﬂnc;ad thc curvc indiented by the figurcs: 0, 110, 200, 240, 175, 166,

] w
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Tho scele of aerinl bombardment indiertod is hosvicr than that
required for neutralization only. It is belicvid thet the German
objectivc is to softon the dofons:, to duny the replenishmunt of food
and other supplics, and to forec cventual surrender of the island
without an actunl nssault (unless the dof.ns. deteriorates to such a

degree that onc would be casy and cheap).

Ah. SIDNEY BUFORD, III
Captain, F. A.
Asat. S50C¥.; J.I.C.
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U. 5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unlesa there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent
official sources.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ocean. There has been no communication with DIEGO GARCIA
ISLAND (about 1000 miles southwest of COLOMBO) since 19 April.

India-China. An alr ferry service is being extended by the U.S5.
Army XIr Force Irom KARACHI, INDIA to CHINA. J.I.C. Comment: This
completes the Army-around-the-world ferry route with the exception of
a link between AUSTRALIA and some point on the Asiatic mainland.

Burma. J.I.C. Comment: To noon of the 2Lth, no official inform-
ation on the BURMA situation had been received in LONDON; nor has any
reached WASHINGTON as late as this morning. CHUNGKING communigques,
however, indicate that the Japanese drive north of LOIKAW (Summary
No. 13!;5 has penetrated as far north as HOPONG, about 10 miles east
of TAUNGGYI and 80 miles north of LOIKAW. (TAUMGOYI is 100 miles
southeast of MANDALAY). In the center, according to the same source,
the Chinese have fallen back to TATKON, 25 miles north of PYINMANA.
On the Allied right flank, the situation appeared relatively un-
changed, with British troops north of TAUNGDWINGYI and Chinese and
British forces still engaged in the YENANGYAUNG area.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Melanesia, In the NEW BRITAIN area aircraft continues to arrive,
but to date there are no indications of any material increase in
combatant or merchant vessels. Increased Japanese attention is being
directed toward the various islands in the South PACIFIC under control
of the United Maticns, and further advances are expected soon.

Japan, According to a Russian source the recent air-raid on
JAPAN Is said to have resulted in large fires in KOBE with damage to
important industrial areas in the TOKYO-YOKOHAMA district. All
communications were interrupted and the moral effect on the population
was large. J.I.C. Comment: This information should be accepted with
reserve.

JEmns- Hng. The Japanese 5th Fleet, Home Defense Forces, and
submarines are ieved to be continuing search operations off the

east coast of JAPAN. No new developments are noted.

Hawaii., J.I.C. Comment: Further information indicates that the
three planes reported in the vicinity of HAWAIT (Susmary No. 135) were
friendly planes.

Fhilippines, No substantial change.
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ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. No material change in the situatien is evident.
Activity In the western part of the ATLAITIC THEATER still appears to
be greatest from the Latitude of CAPE HATTERAS north,

German Ships. The battleship TIRPITZ, the pocket battleship
ADMT , and the heavy crulsers HIPPER and PRINZ EUGEN are be-
lieved still to have been in TRONDHEIM FIORD on 2L April.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

British air operations. On the night of 22/23 April 100 tons of
high ®xplosives and Incendiaries were dropped in the COLOGNE area and
large fires were seen, The following night 161 aircraft were dispatched
agalnst ROSTOCK. Preliminary reports indicate a successful attack.

MIDOLE EAST THEATER

Malta. Heavy air attack continues.
Cirenaica. No change in the situation.

EAST EUROPEAN THEATER

¥othing to report.

Lozt 22

A. SIDN y 111
Cﬂptﬂin. F.A.
Asst, Secy.,J.I.C.
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U. 5. JOINT INTELLIOENCE COMMITIFE

NOTE: Unleass there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent
official sources.

1. INDIAN THEATER

Madagascar. Fress reports indicate a virtusl relgn of terror at
MADAG . dreds of Free Fremnch are said to have been arrested.

Burma. No further reports on the situation have been received,
2, FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Fhilippines. The enemy holds the east coast tovms of CEBU from
CERU City south about 70 miles to DALAGUETE and the west coast towns

from TOLEDO (directly west of CEBU City) south approximately LO miles
to DUMANJUGA.
No material change elsewhere.

Melanesia. With the exception of an attack on shipping snd
wharves at HABAUL, which resulted in possible damage to the docks,
Allied air activity on the 2lst and 22nd was confined to reconnaissance
missions.

Two unidentified vessels, probably destroyers, were reported
approximately 120 miles southeast of PORT MORESBY. The Japanese have
di spatched natives (fifth columnists) from FAISI to GIZ0 and CHOLSEUL
ISLANDS (in the SOLOMON Group) to calm the natives in those islands
prepatory to Japanesc occupation.

Japanese Mandates. There is evidence of an incrcase in the
number of co ips concentrating in the TRUK area.
South Pacific., An enemy submarine was sighted in the area

Lat., 9-33 5., Long. 171-25 W. (approximately 250 miles north of AFIA,
British SAMOA).

Japanese Navy. It is believed that Japanese naval units are
cnrntd.n&n( the search in the northwest PACIFIC and that air patrols
from MARCUS and WAKE ISLANDS are being maintained through northerly
sectors.

There is no present indication of any imminent carrier oper-
ations outside of the TRUK-MFLANESIAN theater,

China. Increased Japanese military and air activity is reported
in the CHEXIANG area (south and west of SHANGHAI)., It is believed
thet the Japanese will attempt to seize airfields in western CHEKLANG
and eastern KIANGSI provinces.
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%}_ The naval and commercial deckyards at HONG KONG are
working =time repairing Jgpenese ships,

Russie, On the 18th s U. 5. Army bombor made & forced landing
at an rirfileld in PRIMORSKAYA PROVINCE, SIBERIA. According to the
craw they had been forced to land becouse they did not have fuel
enough to resch their objective in central CHINA after thelr reid on
JAPAN. The plane hns been selzed by the Soviets and the crew (five
men) interned at KHABOROVSK.

J.I.C, Comment: The Soviet militery authorities requested our
diplomatic suthorities in RUSSIA to refrain from disclosing this
informatien to the press. Yesterday the MOSCOW radio broadecast this
information in the French end German lengusges end Tass, the official
Russian news agency, relersed added detsils of this incident.

Hawaiiesn Islands. At 2030 G.C.T. (10:00 A.M. Hrwaiion time)
22 April, three Japanese naval bombers were reported heading enst in
an area 30 miles northwest of HAWAII. No contect resulted.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines, The muximum eneny submarine activity in the part of
this Theater west of the longitude of the AZORES sppears now to have
shifted slightly northward to an arca within about 300 miles of the
U. S. coast between the latitudes of LONG ISLAND nnd CAPE HATTERAS.

There have recently been strong indicetions of the presence of
8 submorine supply vessel off the west coast of AFRICA about 500
miles southeast of FREETOWN.

WEST EUROFEAN THEATER

Boulogne. The commando raid, 22 April, wes minor in charscter
rmd ﬂrﬁ attain its objectives, BEnemy resisteance prevented one
party from landing. Another got ashore unopposed snd sccomplished
some reconnnrissance, but did not reach its objective. It suffered
one slight casualty. The naval escort domaged one enemy trawler and
left another on fire. British naval casualties were slight and no
vessel was damaged. J.I.C. Comment: This report deflates signifi-
eantly the sensational press accounts of the raid.

EAST EUROFEAN THEATER

A general estimote of the situation places 250 Soviet divisions
in the West, 20 in the Caucasus, 50 in the Fer East, and 55 in train-
ing. A total of 5,000 planes and the equivalent of 35 tank brigades
are stated to be available, Supplies are sufficlient, except for
planes, tanks, and foodstuffs, In particular, employment of women
provides sufficient manpower for both military and industrial pur-
poses, BExtensive defense works constructed west of the VOLOA and
removal of factory wnits to VOLGA toms indicate that Soviets do not
expect to be driven that far. They are morally prepared, however,
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to resist all the way to the URALS. The loss of }0S20W would not be
50 disastrous now as in December, Loss of the CAUCASUS would ba
damaging, but not decisive, Simultancous attack on two fronts would
ereate a dangerous situation, but the Soviets will fight on as long
as’ Stalin lives and sees hope of outside aid, direct or indirect,

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

kalta, During the 2L hours ending at 13:L9 April 22, 166 bombars,
with TTghter escort, attacked the airdromes,

Cirenaica. No change in the situation.

S o

A, SIDNEY ORD,&AIT
Captain, F.A.
Asst, Secy.,J.l1.C.
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U. 8. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from & competent
mlitary or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ocean. Enemy naval forces remaining in the PAY OF EENGAL-
MALAYE area are believed to consist of destroyers and submarines only.,
Submarine operations are expected to continus from the Japanose base
at PENANG.

Burma. Chinese and British forces clesred the enemy from the
south Dank of the PIN and thus enabled British forces further south
to withdraw across the PIN. Chinese units were holding YENAKOYAUNG.
Meantime, however, the situation on the KARRNNI Front deteriorated
unexpectedly. A Japanese drive to the northeast from slightly north-
wept of LOIKAW succeeded in dispersing Chinese forces in that area
and threatening the Allied left flank. On the SITTANG front, Chinese
forces were engaged 12 miles north of PYINMANA, with some hostile
elements in their rear,

FAR_EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Pﬂ%e%u. Enemy ‘action against the harbor forts continues on
ar e, Yeaterday's ineffective bombing of the DFL MONTE

sector by two hostile seaplanes, coupled with increasing attention
to this area, may presage a Japanese attack on MINDANAO.
Fighting continues heavy on PANAY and CEBU.

« 0On the 20th Japanese bombers escorted by fighters
uns attacked PORT MORESEY. Three enemy fighters were

combat with Allied fighters.

Allied planes raided RABAUL 20 April, attacking a whar{ and
buildings and causing several fires. The Japanese Patrol Headguarters,
50 miles west of RABAUL, was raided by Allied planes which demolished
@ large bullding and damaged others.

The anticipated concentration in the TRUK-NEW BRITAIN area is
shaping up and those units which are believed under orders to proceed
to this area should all be assembled by the end of April. However, it
is thought quite likely that most, if not all, of the forces previously

the BAY OF BEMGAL may wind up in this area after completion of over-
8 estimated that by 10 May the striking forces
which were in the BAY OF BENGAL could be assembled in the TRUK-NEW
BRITAIN area ready for a major cperation. Offensive operations from
NEW BRITAIN may, however, be launched prior to the above date.
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M' Search operations by hostile naval wnits in the
N s apparently having brought only negative results,
are now to a great extent belng discontinued. Air and surface units
are believed to be resuming normal employment, but submarines con-

tinue to remain active.

u%ln_- The Swiss Minister in TOKYO reports that there were no
cas es among U. 5. Nationals during the recent air raids on

JAPAN.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. The number of submarines in this thester, west of
the Iongitude of the AZORFS, is now estimated to be about 20
instead of 30 as given in Summary No. 132. Their presently es-
tablished disposition is proportiocnately about the same as was
given in that Summary, except that there has been no very recent
evidence of the presence of ememy submarines off the north coast of
BRAZIL. J.1.C. Comment: Estimates of the number and positions of
eneny submarines are necessarily based on deductions drawn from
fragmentary information as to their movements.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

No official report has yet been received regarding the commando
rald near BOULOONE reported in the press, ’

EAST EUROPEAN THEATER

Nething to report.
AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Dahomey. Aerial reconnalssance confirms the reported presence of
what appears to be a group of 22 pursuit planes at the KOTONU airport,
J.I.C. Comment: KOTONU is in Vichy-French territory between ACCRA
and LAGOS (70 miles west of the latter place). It is considered that
such a concentration of pursuit plancs at that point would constitute
& threat to the ferry route. The number reported exceeds previous
estimates of Vichy aircraft in that region.

Cirenaica. Mo change in the situation.
Malta, Heavy air attack continues,

Captain, F.A.
Asst, Secy., J.I.C
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U. 5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: TUnless there i- definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a compstent
mlitary or naval source actually present in the area under discussien.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ccean. Recent reports indicate that all Japansse heavy
naval units, including aircraft carriers, have been withdrawn from the
BAY OF BENOAL-MALAYA arca.

J.1.Cv Comment: It now appears that major naval opsrations in
the BAY OF BENGAL are completed and future operations centering in some
othar theater, probably MELANESIA, will commence soon.

On the léth, HsA+F, planes raided PORT BLAIR, ANDAMAN ISLANDS,
destroying two enemy flying boasts. One R.A.F. bomber failed to return.

Burma. The situation has improved. Chinese snd British forces
are concentrating in the area KYAUKPADAUNG-YEIANOYALNG-east of MAGWE.
Elements of the British TAUNGDWINGYI trocps have reached MAGWE, and
are attacking the enemy's east flank., One-helf of the Jepanese 13d
Division is kmown to be in the YENANGYAING area; the other half is
thought to be mowving in the direction of KYAUKPADAUNG. On the PYINMANA
front the Chinese are holding the ememy 55th Division, In the KARENNI

, area, the enemy was reported to be 20 miles south of LOIKAW. J.I.C.

Comment: Although there has been no definite report that new Chinese re-
inforcements have reached the IRRAWADDY frdnt, there is strong evidence
that such is the case,

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

PhiliEEinﬂu. CORREGIDOR was free of enemy action, although our

other r forts were subjected to a few hostile dive-bombing attacks.

- Our forces in northern PANAY have been compelled to withdraw

slightly. In the southwest part of the island our troops are in con-

tact with the enemy wnits which landed there on the 19th (Summary No. 131).
The enemy has been carrying out air reconnalssance over the north-

western part of NEGROS ISLAND.

Melanesia. On the 20th, five Allied bombers attacked the SALAMAUA
airdrome scoring direct hits on buildings and fuel dumps there. One
hangsr was completely wrecked,

Japanese planes carried out & wide reconnaissance over that area
of NEN QUINEA east of POHT LIOHESEY.

The vessel on which Allied planes scored a direct hit off RABAUL
on 19 April (Summary No. 132) has been definitely identified as the

KENJO MARU, a converted seaplane tender.
DEGLASSIFIED
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The Japanese continue to strengthen thelr position in NEW BHITAIN.
Additional heavy bombers are reported to have arrived at RABAUL on the
19th, Japanese ground forces have occupied WUMAMARITA (25 miles west
of RABAUL) and extensive earth works have been constructed at KERABAT
(15 H.]ju southwest of HABAUL), and at KOPOPO (10 miles southeast of
RABAUL).

Jgimun Hu&. Japanese naval units continue search operations
for an force believed to be in Neorthwestern PACIFIC waters,

but there is no indication of a contact.

Severel heavy naval vessels which have been.operating in the BAY
OF EFNGAL are believed to be approaching home waters. Apparently,
they are retuming for overhaul and upkeep prior to future employment.
Some other units, including aireraft carrlers and cruisers formerly in
the BAY OF BENCAL-MALAYA area are believed to be enroute to the TRUK
BTCHs

Macao. The small Portuguese colony of MACAO, near CANTON, is
reported to have been seized by the Japanese.

Japan. According to British sources, evidonce of any complete
Joint plan between the German and Japanese General Staffs is still
lacking. It is not yet posaible to ascertain whether the Japanese
intemtion is to move against Northeast INDIA or whether her present
military situation necessitates a consolidation of her gains. The
possibility of becoming invelved with RUSSIA may influence her
strategy. Meanwhile her successes in BURMA continue while she main-
tains forces in MELANESIA threatening the U.S5.-AUSTRALIA supply line.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. There appears to have been no meterial change in
the submarine situation,

Erratum. The statement yesterday (Summary No. 132) that five
enemy submarines were estimated to be between the latitudes of
northern NEWFOWDLAND and NEW YORK and the longitudes of NEWFOUNDLAND
and BERMUDA was partially in error. The longltudinal references
should heve been NEWFOUNDLAND and the AZORES.

Russian Convoy Houte (Northern). Submarines, as well as light
surface vessels alrcralt, are operating against shipping on this
route. Twenty such vessels are believed now to be based in the
northern part of NORWAY.

Qerman Ships. The battleship TIRPITZ is believed still to have
been FIORD on 21 April., It was not ascertained whether
on that date ADMIRAL SCHEER, HIPPER, and PRINZ EUGEN were also still
hﬂ:mi ﬁ information has been recelved to indicate that any of them

Ve .
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L. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Malta. Turing the 2L hours ending at two P.M., 20 April, 20
bombers, escorted by fighters, attacked airdromes, barracks, and
depots, inflicting considerable damage.

Cirenaica., Normal patrol activity has been resumed.

FAST EUROPTAN THEATER

Recent cperations in the vicinity of LININGRAD are believed to
be of a local cheracter. At MOSCOY the weather is clesring, but the
ground is muddy. A major offensive in the south in early May is
enticipated, with A northern attack in the direction of VOLOGDA
possible later when ground conditions permit. J.I.C. Comment: Other
estimates set late Mey or early June as the earliest practicable dste
for en offensive in tha south,

(ﬁ" Spad FEE
A. EID BUFOND, III

Captain, F.i.
Asat. Seocy,, J.I.0s
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U. 5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMVITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that informetion reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion,

INDIAN THEATER

Burma. On the 1Tth, the British cleared the Japanese road blocks
north ol the PIN RIVER (Summary No. 131) and dispersed the enemy forces
in that area, A Chinese regiment was enroute south from KYAUEFPADAUNG,
but had not made contact with the enemy. British forces south of
YENANGYAUNG continued their withdrawal to that place. The hostile
threat to MEIKTILA has compelled the Chinese to move cne division from
the PYINMANA front to MEIKTILA. Other Chinese forces in tais sector
are slightly north and west of PYINMANA.

Reinforcemants for the BURMA front continue to be sent by sea
from SINGAPORE under naval escort.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

H:i]J.EEinau. The enemy has been carrying out a heavy artillery
assa on IDOR from new positions on BATAAN. Damage is com—

paratively light. :
No reports have been received on the situation in PANAY and CEBU.

Netherlands East Indies. On the l8th and 19th, Allied planes
reconnolter " TIMOR. Antiaircraft fire was encountered.

J+I.C. Comment: KOEPANG has been subjected to continuous Allied
air attacks for the past month. There are indicetions this wvulnerable
navel air base may be moved to some new location, possibly AMBON. The
distance from AMBON to DAHWIN is only about 50 miles further than thet
from KOEPANG to DARWIN.

Melenesia. MAllied aircraft attacked RABAUL 18 April, scoring one
direct K1t and two near misses on two transports and probably dameging
wharfs end buildings near the harbor. Four enemy fighters were de-
stroyed and three flying boats damaged at the airdrome, Antiaircraft
fire was encountered but no fighter opposition. On the 19th, RABAUL
was again attacked, and a direct hit and a near miss were obtained on
a vessel in the harbor, The buildings at LAKUNAI airdrome (near
RABAUL) were bombed and some of them were set afire, Strong hostile
air cpposition was encountered. One enemy fighter was shot down and
another damaged. All of our plenes returmned,

On the 18th enemy fighters enroute to PORT MORESBY were inter-
cepted by our fighters. One of our fighters is missing: Other enemy
air activity was confined teo reconnaissance missions over CAPE NELSON
(southeast of LAE) and SAMARIA (southeast tip of NEW QUINEA).

Wake. There are indications of an increase in the Japanese air

strength at WAKE.
- DECLASSIFIED



J + Japanese air, surfece and submarine units are conducting
extensive search operations in the northwestern PACIFIC for an Allied
naval force thought to be in those waters.

3. ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. The estimated number and positicns of enemy sub-
marines in the ATLANTIC THEATER west of the longitude of the AZORES
on 20 April were as follows: 6 close in along the North American
coast between NOVA SCOTIA and CAPE LOOKQUT; 2 close in along *the east
coast of FLORIDA; 3 well off shore to southeastward of NOVA SCOTIA;

L well off shore to northwestward of BERMUDA; 5 between latitudes of
Northern NENFOUNDLAND and NEW YORK and longitudes of NEWFOUNDLAND and
BERMUDA; L to eastward and northeastward of BERNUDA; L (maximum) in
CARTEBEAN; 2 (possibly) off north coast of BRAZIL; total 30. The sub-
marines to the eastward of a line between CAPE RACE and BFRMUDA appear
. to be on passage, about one-half eastbound and one-<half weatbound.

L. WEST EUROFEAN THEATER

France, J.l.C. Comment: Laval's passionate radio address
indicates that the old line of collaborationist propaganda will be
pursued with new vigor. BRITAIN enticed FRANCE into & war in which
ghe had no legitimate interest; then abandoned her. Instead of fight-
ing the CGermans, the British have made war on FRANCE, first at ORAN
and rebtently in air attacks on French territory. The victory of the
United Nations, which is impossible, would result only in turning
FRANCE over to the Soviets. The victory of GERMANY is therefore the
anly hope for peace and dignity. This specious reasoning was to be
expected, but the bluntness with which it is advanced indicates the
beginning of a campaign of propaganda charscterized by vigor rather
than subtlety. While the attitude of the administration is made

c¢lear, the necessity for such a campaign may imply that specific octs
. of aid to GERMANY must walt wntil French opinion has been won over to
collaboraticn.

5. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Malta. The harbor and airdromes were attacked by 200 bombers,
escorted by fighters, between noon, 18 April, and two P.M., 19 April.

Cirenaica. Sandstorms continue to hamper operations.

6. EAST FURCPEAN THEATER
The situation remains unchanged.

A. SIDNEY BUFCRD, III
Captain, F.A.
Asst. Sect., J.I.C.

2-
' DECLASSIFIED



U. 8. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

DATLY SUMMARY

No. 131 Copy 1 of 306,
8100 A,M,, 20 apri1, 1042,
D
ﬁE ?‘51__.;..‘?#
308 B2 juR,s P
BY




R T T - — e

2.

U. 5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is {rom a competent
mlitary or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

INDCIAM THEATER

Indian Ocean. R.A.F. reconnaissance in the CEYLOW area disclosed no

Jepanese neval units in those waters,

Burma. On the night of 16/17 April the Jspeness estsblished a
road block north and south of the PIN KIV'R on the road leading from
YENARGYAMG to KYAUKPADAUNG (32 miles northeast of YMMAKGYAUNG). (The
PIN RIVER flows west into the IRRAWADDY L miles north of YRMANGYAUNG).
British forces north of the PIN have attacked to clear the block, but
results of this action are unknown. Demolition of the CHAUK oil fields
has been ordered., (CHAUK is on the east bank of the INRAVADDY 30 miles
north of YFMANOYAUMG).

Two Chinese regiments arc now in the arece KYAUKPADAMNG-MEIKTILA.
(MFIKTILA is L5 miles cest of KYLUETADAWNG and 65 miles north of
TAIMGDWINGYI). There is no further nows from the PYINMANA front.

Small British forces are attcopting to handle the looting and
gmeral disorder in the AKYAB ares.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Far Eastern Waters. In thez past few days movements of rather
large numbers of |rmy transports have beon reported. Some 16 such
vessels appear to have sterted north from SINGAPORE with DAIREM
their probable destination. /nother group of about 2l are believed
to have departed from PENANG for some unknown dastination.

Philippines. The enemy has temporarily slackened his bombing
and our harbor forts.

The Japenese advence in the northermn part of PANAY has been held
up by our forces. On the southwestern part of the island the enemy
has made new landings.

Netherlands East Indies. Unconfirmed reports stste that Japanese
forces have occupled SIBLRUT and PULO NIAS Islands off the west const
of SUMATRA.

Melanesia. The RABAUL area continues to be strengthened,
perticulerly with aircraft, but a fuw submerines are also believed to
heve arrived in these waters. Some shore-based air units from the
BAY OF DENGAL sppear to be moving sestward, probebly to RABAUL or
adjecent locations.

| DECLASSIFIED
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China. Chiang Kel Shek has decided to grant Chinese recog-
nition to the Korean Provisional Government, whose headquarters are
now located in CHINGKING.

ATLANTIC THFATER

Submarines. Before daylight on 19 April a submarine fired five
shells at oll tanks on the shore of BULLFN BAY, CURACAO. No damage
resulted. The shore batteries fired one round in reply.

Reports received during the period 1-17 April indicate that
about the same number of submarine attacks have occurred recently
in the general vicinity of CAPE HATTTRAS as have occurred in all
the rest of the ATLANTIC THEATEH west of Longitude 309,

Apparently there has been no material change in the submarine
situation in this theater,

?1¢EE French Ships. The light crulisers OFORGE LEYGUSS and
VONT ¢ heavy destroyers FANTASQUE and MALIN, mentioned in
Summaries Nos. 129 and 130, returned to DAKAR on 17 April.

Casablanca, Changes which have been made in the dispositions
of some of the Vichy French navel vossels at CASABLANCA (which in-
clude the battleship JEAN BART, the light cruisers PRIMAGUET and
GLOIRE, and three heavy destroyers) indicete that the port has been
pPlaced in resdiness to meet an attack from seaward., No recent
changes are reported in the msjor naval units present,

WEST EURCPEAN THEATER

France. In a brief broadcast Petain identified the Loval
sdminIstration with himself and appealed for populer support.

British air operations. During the period 16-18 April the R.A.F.
maint3Ined 1ts recent heavy scale of attack. AUGSBURG was bombed by
daylight, 17 April, with good results. On the night of 17/18 April
113 tons of high explosive and 105 tons of incendisries were dropped
on HAMBURG. Anti-aireraft defense there wes heavy., Daylight bombing
ottacks were made on verious points in northern FRANCE, with notably
good results et HAVHE on the 16th and at ROUEN on the 17th. Fighter
sweeps on those days were the strongest of the wer, numbering 628
and 650 plenes respectively. Ocrmen defensive petrola generslly
avoided combet,

VIDDLE EAST THEATER

Melta, Heavy air attack wes renewed on the morning of 18 April,
when TIU Bombers, escorted by fighters, appesred. Ttalian bombers
have begun to participate in these attacks.
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Cirenaica, Severe sandstorms have restricted operations.

€. FAST FUROPEAN THEATER

Nothing to report,

A. SIDNFY BUFORDE 111
Captain, F...
Asst, Seeoy., J.I.0C.
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U. S. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTER

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval scurce actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

Burma. There is no reported change in the situatien.

On the 15th it was reported that 50 enemy planes were on the air-
drome at CHIENGMAI and 50 at LAMPANG (southeast of CHIENGMAI ).

FAR FAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Philippines. During the last few days our troops in the northern
part ol m% have carried out several successful rsids on enemy lines

of communication. J.I.C. Comment: The foregoing report from General
Wainwright is the first recent information indicating that our organized
guerrilla bends in the BONTOC HILLS are still operating and are still in
communication with CORREGIDOH.

Our forces on CEBU have completed demolition of military stores,
supplies and ships.

DEL MCNTE (MINDANAO) was bombed, without damage, by hostile sea
planes,

Netherlands East Indies. On the 17th, Allied planes bombed
Koer:NO, DUTCH TIMOR. Hesults were undetcrmined. The snemy failed to

intercept the raiding planes,

Australia. General MacArthur is establishing a southwest Facifie
Area @nd assumes supreme command as of 19 April. His orders and in-
structions will be considerud by Australian Commanders as emanating
from the commonwealth government.

Melancsia. On the 17th five Japanese bomburs, escorted by seven
fighters, ralded 7 MILE alrdrom: &t PORT MOKESBY. Three hostile
fighters were shot down sand sevaral damsged. Three of our planes were
damaged. Encmy planes slso reided CAPF NELSON (southouast of LAE) for
the first time. HRosults ere unknown, Jepancse air reconneissonce
coversd a wide area in southorn NPW GUINFA. Allied air netivity
17 April wos confined to rcconnaissance missions over RABAUL and LAE.
Onc of our pursult ships was shot down over LAE.

Jepen. The Jepanesc radio hes roported thet the plencs which
perticipated in reid ovcor JAPAN wore identified o8 U. 5. bombors,

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submerines. An Argantine mcrchant visscl was torpodocd by a sub-
merine, prosumably Germen, in the vicinity of BERMUDA. The mastor and
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erew opparently abandoned the ship after sending out en 505. Allied
vessels dispntched to the scene found the absndoned vessel snd placed
a crew abocrd the ship, which is now enroute under its own power to

o friendly port. The survivors remain unlocoted.

Ti French Ships. The naval units reported to have departed
from ummary No. 129) are now in sight of DAKAR and no unusual
movement is indicated.

WEST EURCPEAN THFATER

France. The composition of Laval's cabinet was announced of-
ficially, 18 April. Laval retrins for himself the koy ministries of
Interior (i.e., police), Foreign Affairs, snd Information. Derlan
is excluded, but remains militery commender-in-chief responsible
directly to Petain. “hen defense matters sre discussed in cabinet,
he may attend.

J.I.C. Comment: The cabinet consists of comparctively unknown
men, & majority of whom sare active collaborstionists, Loval is still
umsble to fill two positions (Air and Industrial Production). De
Brinon snd Benoist-Mechin are included as sides to Level without
portfolio. The former will continue as diplometic representrtive in
Peris. Lavel's rcceptrnce of Derlen os independent commrnder-in-chief
is merely & temporrry expedient. He now has the mesns to grin eventusl
control of the armed services rs wall rs the civil rdministrotion.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER .

Molta., At 1:00 P.M. 17 April no bombs hed been dropped for Sl
hours.

Cirensicas On 16 April British mobils wnits mede successful
reids™In the vieinities of BIR TIMROD, SIDI BRECOHISC, s~nd SPGNALI.

EAST CURQPEAN THFATER

Murmansk. The harbor was bombed heavily, 15 April. One merchant
vessel was sunk and another was badly damaged end beached.

A. SIDNEY 1

¥
Captain, F.A.
Asst. ENY., JslsCs
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U. 5., JOINT INTELLIOENCE COMITTER

NOTE: Unless thare is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the grea under discussion.

1, INDIAN THEATER

India, Further indications are to the offcot that the Japancse
have withdrawn practically all of their heavy naval units from the
BAY OF BENOAL and it is believed that a maxinmum of two aireraft carricrs
remain in that area. Light forces of destroyers and submarincs arc
belicved to have remained, along with shore-based aireraft,

b J:1.0. Comment: It appears that the Japancse have abandoned plans
for tho advance on the east coast of INDIA and CEYLON which was cloarly
indicated by tho initial attacks on these objectivus in the carly part
of the month.

Since thc Japanesc attack on COLOMBO, numcrous natives have fled
from the city, causing a shortage of labor. As a rcsult, the loading
and unloading of ships is scriously handicapped.

Burma, During the night of 16/17 April, U,5. bombers carried out
a raid on the RANGOON harbor arca. Antlaircraft fire was heavy, and
searchlights were so intense that the results of the bombing could not
be definitely ascertained, No hostile planes wore encountered,
and we suffered no losses.

The general BURMA situntion is rcaching a eritical stage, largely
because of a lack of planes and armament and the exhaustion of the troops.
British forces are holding the TAUNGDVINGYI arca, but, more to the wcst,
the British troopa ecarlier reported near MYINGUN have withdrawn to a line

&" slightly north of MAGVE. To help protect their right flank from being
thus exposcd, the Chincsc have sent clements of thelr forces along the
PYINMANA-TAUNGOWINGYI Road. J.I.Ce Commenty; Enemy infiltration by
the 1ith was threatening the YENANGYAUNG oil fields, and the domclition
of those fields was ordered. The roportcod withdrawal to MAOWE would
indicate that the demolitions had been completed.

2. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Philippines. Heavy fighting is taking place on PANAY, where our
forces are resisting the enemy invasion.

CORREGIDOR and FORT HUGHES were subjected to heavy shelling
from new Japanese positions on BATAAN and CAVITE, Some 2L0-mm, guns
were used. Our casualties were heavier than usual,

It is reported that Japan is planning the systematic exploitation
of PHILIPPINE mineral cres, principally chromium, iron, manganese, and
;uppm Twenty large Jhpanese companies were to begin this work on

April. :
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Tuamotu A elagos An enesy submarine was sighted in an area
northwes » TUAMOTO (Lat. 17=lL5 S., Leng. 1LO=LO W),

J.1.C. Comments This is the first report of enemy submarine
operations in this arca.

Japan, Japanesc radioc broadcasts state that Allied plancs attacked
TOKYO, OHAMA, NACGOYA (270 miles southwost of TOKYO) and KOBE. MNine
Allied planes arc alleged to have been shot down.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Vichy French Ships. The light cruisers GEORGE LEYGUES and
MONTCALE and the heavy destroyers FANTASQUE and MALIN, which have been
at DAKAR for some time past, put to sca on 15 April. Up to the morning
of 17 April they had not returned to DAKAR, and they werc not then in
sight from the port. J.I.C. Comment: Thcse vesscls have froquently gone
to sea for oxcreise, but during their periods of cxercise thoy have
usually remained in sight from DiKiR. While there appear to have been
no circumstances connected with their departure to suggest that they were
going to sea for any purpose other than exercise, the circumstaness
described now suggest the probability of some other purpose, Early in
lpril the light cruiser GLOIRE, which had been at DAKSR for some time,
procceded to CAS/ BLANCA, where, according to the last rcport received,
she has since remained. Some such movement of the other vesssls namcd
now appears probable,

No other recent movements of VICHY French naval units in Europoan
or African waters, other than usual types of movements of sloops, armed
merchantmen and submarincs, have been rcported, The battleship RICHELIEU
was atill at DAKAR on 17 April,

Submarines. No material change in situation as last reported.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATFR

France. J.I.C. Comment: Although Laval experienced some unexplained
diffigulty in forming his cabinet. the political situation appears to be
developing as was anticipated. VICHY's emphasis upon the fact that
Franco-Aimerican relations have not been broken is indicative of anxiety
regarding the effect of Admiral Leahy's recall upon French opinion.,

EAST EUROFEAN THEATER el

Nothing to report.
MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Malta, The situation remains critical. The increased scale and
frequéficy of air attack has rendered the island unserviceable as a base,
Although some goods were salvaged from the regent convoy, rogular supply
cannot be established, Tnere is a scarcity of foodstuffs and sanitary

conditions are oritical, No combined air and sea attack appecars to be
impending, although the means are available in ITALY and SICILY.

-
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Cirenaica. The situation remains unchenged,

S

Captaln, F. As
Asst, Segy., J.I.C.
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JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from & competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussions

DIDIAN THEATER

ascar. There have been no recent arrivals and departures of
German, an or Japanese ships in MADAGASCAN ports. One Cerman and
two Italian vessels are at DIEGO SUAREZ, but these arrived there in
Marech 1541. A French merchant vessel arrived at TAMATOVE on 1L Varch,
escorted by an awdliary cruiser and & submarine.

Indian Ccean. The center of Japanese offensive naval activity now
appears to be drawing away from the BAY OF BENGAL. Although it was at
first thought that the withdrawal of aircraflt carriers was for the purpose
of replacing lost aircraft, it now appears that three carriers have been
detached and are proceeding to other areas. Likewise the principal cruiser
unita are moving out of the BAY but may remain nearby, On the afterncon
of the 15th, one Japanese battleship (possibly a crulser) and one
destroyer were sighted by a R.A.F. reconnaissance plane about 100 miles
south of CEYLON. British sources estimate that the Japanese force remain-
ing in Malayan waters does not oxceed three battleships, two carriers,
three heavy cruisers, three squadrons of destroyers and three squadrons
of submarines.

In spite of the apparent withdrawals of some naval strength,
merchant types in considorable numbers continue to move into the
BAY OF BENGAL, probably as the result of increased security which the
Japanese believe they now possess in this area,

The suspension of Allied merchant ship sailings from the CALCUTTA
area southward remains in effect because of reports of enemy naval
forces in the vieinity of CEYLON,

Burma. As of the 16th, British forces still held the TAUNGDWINGYI
area, with other British units successfully established astride the
YIN RIVER. (The YIN flows west into the IRRAWADDY about ten miles south
of MAGWE,) There is no information on the situation at MYINGUM (on the
east bank of the IRRAWADDY, 5 miles south of its junction with the YIN). Ome
brigade has counter attacked to assist the British forces which have been
fighting there for two days.

The Chinese report no change on the PYINMANA front,

There is no information as yet to support the belief that the
Japanese have launched a new drive into the SHAN STATES (Summary Neo. 127).

J.I.C. Comment: Although little information has come from tho ;
Chinese front, there is reason to believe that the Chincse arc making a

slow withdrawal to the north.
DE@ASEEIED
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FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Philippines. Japanese forces landed at FANAY (southeast of
UIN on the morning of the l6th, Because there has been no communi-
cation with CEBU since the first days of the fighting there, the situa-
tion on the island is unknown.

TOKYO reports of the number of prisoners taken on BATAAN indicate
that there is still a substantial number of dctermined troops on BATAAN,
such as the Philippine scouts, who will continue to carry out guerrilla
operations, possibly for some time.

Australia, On the 15th PORT DARWIN was reconnoitercd by encmy
planes, Unidentified planes appeared over the GFRALDTON area (approxi-
mately 225 miles north of PERTH on the southwest éocast of AUSTRALIA).

New Zealand. A. U.5. merchant vessel was attacked by an encmy
submarine In the vicinity of Lat. L5-30 8., Long. 17L-10 W (near CHATHAM
ISLAND approximately 500 miles east of WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND).

Melanesia. On the 15th two U.5. Army bombers attacked shipping
at RABRUL, scorirga direct hit amidships on a merchant vessel. Wharfs
and bulldings near the harbor were probably damaged. Light antiaireraft

was encountered,
Enemy air activity on the 15th was confined to reconnaissance
missions over the northeast end of NEW GUINEA.

Siberia. A balloon barrage appears to be in the process of erection
over VLADIVOSTOK. Thers is a noticeable feeling of tension among the
inhabitants in the city and persons intending to leave must now obtain a
travel permit,

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. The greatest submarine activity in the western part
of this thoater continues to center in the waters off the U.S. r.'ni:t- in
the general vicinity of CAPE HATTERAS. In the CARIBBEAN area a vessel
is reported to have been torpedoed on 16 fpril 160 miles WNW of TRINIDAD.
A north-bound bauxite vessel 1s also sald to have been torpedoed during
daylight on 1L April between 5T. VINCENT and BARBADOES while in the pre-
scribed shipping lane. Only about three submarines are believed to be
in the CARIBBEAN arca. Thore appears to have been no material change
in the general situation in the ATLANTIC THEATER.

German Ships. TIRPITZ, SCHEER, HIPPER, and EUGEN belicved still in
TRONDRETW Hﬁé on 16 ipril. HNo changes are reported on the disposition

of other major Qerman naval wnits,
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WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

France Gos~ing and his staff have been near FORGES-LES-EAUX
(SEINE IRFEATEURE) sincs L April, according to a very reliable source.
Near CAZN a Gemman troop train was blown up, 16 April,

British Air Operations. Heavy attacks were made on DORTMUND on
the nIgnts cf /15 a E716 April. HAVRE was also bembed on the first
night, and ST NAZAIRE on the second. Covered by strong fighter sweeps,
British bombers attaciked alrdromes and communication facilities in northern
FRANCE during daylight on the 1llith and 15th, with particular attentien
to CAEN and CHERBOURG. (Press dispatches indicate that this daylight
attack was continued on the 16th.)

EAST EUROFEAN THEATER

In the south heavy rains have suspended operations. Sharp fighting
in the RZHEV secbor has resulted in no change in the front. Large move-
ments of newly trained Soviet troops both eastward and westward continue.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Cirenaica. Patrol activity continued, 1k April, with a sharp clash
15 miTes west of GAZALA. The main Axis concentration of motor transport
is now 7 miles north of SENGALI (30 miles SSW of TMIMT and 50 miles north-
west of BIRHACHEIM),.

S g e =

Captain, F. A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.Cs
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NOTE: Unlese there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that the information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

1, INDIAN THEATER

India, In the BAY OF BENGAL there has been a marked decreass of
sctivity, but the lull may be interpreted as necessary in preparation
for new Japanese advances. There are not sufficient transports in the
vicinity for a Japanese attack on either CALCUTTA or CEYLON, although
L0 merchant vessels are known to be at RANGOON. These, howaver, are
believed to be employed in supporting operationsin BURMA. There are also
some transports with a capacity of one division at SINGATORE and the

.L ANDAMANS, but it is estimated that the Japanese would require five divisions

at CALCUTTA and three divisions plus a tank division at CEYLON to conduct
successful coperations.

An official report of the raid by two R.A.F. planes on the Japanese
bagse at PORT BLAIR, ANDAMAMN ISLAMDS, reveals that of the 13 hostile long
range flylng boats in the harbor, 1 was left sinking, 2 were sct on fire,

and the rest damaged.
J.1.C. Comment: The lack of airfieclds in the ANDAMANS has restricted

the use of landplanes, thus accounting for the large force of scaplancs
assembled there.

Burmé. On the 13th, 27 enemy planes raided KENG TWNC (about 220
milos cast and slightly south of MANDALAY). There is no reported change
in the ground situation. J.I.C. Comment: The press states that the
Japanese have launched a new drive into the SHAN STATES nearly 200 miles
northeast of the present BURMA battle zones. The bombing at KENG TUNG

= is in line with this report, which is contrary to the conclusions recached
A ¥ by t?; ?ritish native officers who escaped from the Japanese (Summary
Nos 3) s

2. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

China., Public utterances by prominent personages in the UNITED
STATES suggest a widespread belief in the potentiality of CHINA as an active
military factor in the defeat of JAPAN by the United Nations. While it
is desirable to maintain the morale of the Free Chinese and assist them
in continuing their inert resistance against the Japanese, there should
be no illusions as to the practical aspects of their military strength.
The lack of Chinese offensive spirit, plus political and physical diffi-
culties, was evident prior to the fall of RANGOON and since that time
has become progressively worse, The construction of routes to INDIA are
only projected and may never be completed because of the rapidly deterioriting
military situation in BURMA, which offers little hope even if a counter
attack is launched. Chiang Kal Shek is displaying a keen interest in
Contral Asia,revealing his determination to resist, but such roads as exist
or can be constructed in that arca offor small practical hope for the
dalivery of effective supplies for successful military operations,

22388 DEMSSETED
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Netherlands East Indies. R.A.A.F. planes attacked KOEPANG 13 April,
damagIng the runways on the airfield. Intense antiaircraft fire was
encountered and one plane failed to return.

Philippines. There is no substantial change in the general
situation. On the 13th and 1Lith, 13 U.S. bombers carried out highly

successful raids against enemy forces at CEBU, BATANGAS, NICHOLS FIELD,
and DAVAO. One U.5. plane was lost but its crew is safe.

Far Eastern Waters. A U.5, submarine on patrol in the China Sea
sank the Tollowing Japanese ships:

1 10,000-ton cargo passenger ship
1 5,000-ton freighter .

Japanese Navy. GSome Japanese submarines are apparently eguipped
with F]Encﬁ guns. An unexploded projectile removed from a British ship
which was recently shelled by a Japanese submarine in the INDIAN OCFAN
was of that caliber,

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. Mo material changes in the situation. The only
activity reported in the western part of the ATLANTIC THEATER occurrod
off the ATLANTIC COAST of North America,

German Ships. It is considered probable that the battleship
GNEL . ch left KIEL between 29 March and 12 April and has not
since boen definitely located (Summary No. 125), is in the eastern
BALTIC. The old battleship SCHLESIEN and the light cruiser LEIPZIG
are thought also to be in that arca. The German naval vesscls TIRPITZ,
SCHEFR, HIFPER, and EUGEN, reported in Summary No. 125 to be in
TEGN‘L'H{E.IE FIORD, are belicved still to have been in the fiord on
15 April,

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

France. According to a roliable source, the Germans are reinfore-
ing in WORMANDY and have increased the depth of their dispositions in
coastal rcgions. At loast one division recently moved into the MANCHE
and CALVADOS departments. An armored division has becn scen moving from
TOURS toward LE MANS. Reinforcements have arrived in the 5T. MAZLIRE
region also. A source belivved to be reliable states that two German
divisions have arrived rccently in the MOMS-GIVET-S0ISSONS triangle.

There have been no reports of German reinforccment in the
BORDEAUX-SPANISH FRONTIER arca.

Laval has gonc to PARIS, but will roturn to VICHY on Thursday,
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5. EAST EUROPEAN THEATER

No change,

jj;:g/ ik

A. SIDNEY BUFORDY IIT
Captain, F. A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be pssumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ocean. On & April the Indian sloop INDUS was bombed and
sunkofT the BURMA coast, The total number of Allied merchant vessels
sunk by the Japanese in Indian waters since 3 April is at least 15,

There are further indications that the Japanese aircraft carriers
which have been operating in the BAY OF BENGAL have retired to the
eastward, probably to take on additional plancs as their losses during
recent operations have been heavy. Despite manmy confusing and contra-
dictory reports, it is not believed that to date more than 3 battleships,
L aircraft carriers, 5 heavy cruisers, 1 light cruiser, 1 destroyer
squadron, and 12 submarines have coperated in the BAY OF BENGAL on
offensive miseions,

Press sources state that the R.A.F. attacked a Japanese base in Kl
the ANDAMAN ISLANDS and destroyed 13 enemy flying boats.

Burma. Heavy and continual fighting occurred 12/13 April on the
IRRAWRDDY front. Early on the 13th a streng enery column captured
MIOYAUNGYE (on the east bank of the river 20 miles southeast of MAGWE).
Despite some hostile infiltration northward, TAUNGWINGYI is still firmly
held by the British,

The Chinese have withdrawn from SWA, and Japanese ferce is reported
proceeding morth by way of YADO, which is 30 miles east of the new
Chinese position.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Philippines. It is reported that there is heavy fighting on CEBU.
JuI.Ce ﬁn!: From the foregoing it appears that commurications with

CEBU have been reestablished, g
Hostile artlllery fire from BATAAN and CAVITE continued against our
harbor forts, but enemy air activity decreased slightly.

Netherlands Fast Indics. On the lst, a British submarine sank two
Japan€se ships in the SIRALTS OF MALACCA. The ships (probably empty
troop transports) were of 6000 and 7000 tons each,

Allied planes attacked KOEPANG, DUTCH TIMOR, 13 April, scoring a
near miss on & small merchant ship. /& larger vessel of 7000 tons,
damaged by fire, was observed in the harbor,

Molanesia, U.S. bombers, escorted by fightors, raided LAE with

wndetermined results,
Japanese aerial activity was confined te minor reconnaissance.
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justralia, Australian authorities estimate that Japanese shipping
losses are such that they are now able to support only one aggressive
move at & time, and with further exténsion of their theater of operations,
along with further shipping losses, they will scon be able only to
hold and defend their occupied territories.

3. ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. There has apparently been no material change in the
numbers or EIapasit.iuna of the enemy submarines operating on the
western part of the ATLANTIC THEATER: One is believed to be off the
north coast of BRAZIL and one or two in the eastern CARIBEEAN. The
rest are further north., Only one submarine appears at present to be
operating off the west coast of AFRICA in the CAFE PALMAS areca. The
number of submarines operating north of NORWAY on the convoy routes to
RUSSIA appears to have been increased. Two vessels on & westbound
Russian convoy were torpedoed on 13 April to the northward of NORTH CAPE.

A submarine is believed to have been successfully attacked by
gunfire from & destroyer northeast of CAPE HATTERAS before daylight on
1l April. Later the same day another submarine was attacked by depth
charges from a trawler southeast of CAPE LOOKOUT; the indications are
that it was at least damaged, These attacks occurred in the arca in
which enemy submarines have lately been most active. A merchant vessel
claims that still later in the same day it made a direct hit by gunfire
on an enemy submarine off the east copst of FLORID/.

5 ing. Out of L192 ships convoyed during March only & were
lost enemy action. During the week ending 8 April 1036 ships wore
convoyed.

li« WEST EUROPE/N THEATER

France. Ambassador Leahy confirms the appointment of Pierre Lawval
as Vice President of the Council with the portfeliocs of National Eeconomy,
Foreign Affairs, Interior, and Propaganda and Information. Other poli-
tical changes may be expected, but the military situation remains un-
changed. J.I.C. Commont: Laval has gained contrel of the civil ad-
ministration, but he did not secure the dismissal of his personal
cnemy, Darlan, who retains control of the Army and Navy, for the time
being. It is probable, however, that Laval, through his control of the
police, can, in time undermine Darlan's position and gein centrol of
the armed forces., Our /mbassador roports that the Gormans regarded the
issue of Laval's appointment as a test of strength between GERMANY
and the UNITED ST/TES. It would now appear that GERMANY has won that
assurance of French collaboration which was said to be prerequisite
to the launching of thc spring campalgn. Similar preliminary arrange-
ments in YUOOSLAVIA last spring backfired, however.

S« MIDDLE EAST THEATER
Cirenaica. Only patrol activity reported, 12 fpril. ﬁﬁp
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ANNEX
J.I.C. SUMMARY No. 126

THE BATTLE OF THE SEA LAMNES =

The attached chart entitled "The Battle of the Sea Lanes" brings the
figures for the merchant vessel sinkings, completions, and net war loss up
to 31 March, 19L2 (the similar chart attached to J.I.C. Summary MNe., 99
brought that information up to 28 February, 1542). The figures now avail=
able (later information will probably cause some revision of the total

losses during karch) are as follows to March 31, 1712, and for the monthe
of February and March, 1942,

Gross 'l‘r:nn.l_Ea in 1000's of Tons

¥onth of Total to

Feb, "L2 Ear. 'LZ 31 Lar. TLZ
Total war losses ' 673 560 10,L97

New vessels completed

in United States 184 19 1,8L6
in United Kingdom &l 113 2,336
Total new vessels completed 250 oy L, 182
Net war loss ued €23 0y 315

* The increase over the figure of 635,456 given in the Supplement to °
J.1.C. Summary No. 99, resulted from information since received.

The total sinkings for February 1542, as shown above, are higher than
for any other month, including April 1941, the next highest month, when total
9 sinkings of 647,000 gross tons cccurred,

Both letions and launchings of new vessels in the United States dur-
ing March, 1542, reached new highs, Launchings amounted to 275,000 gross
tons. The previous highs for launchings and completions had been 235,000
gross tons and 186,000 gross tons respectively.
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THE BATTLE OF THE SEA LANES
As of March 31, 1942

(Cmulative Ponikly Tolals ¢ Billices of CROBS Tene)

Serchasi vesssls of the Dnited and euirnl Hatloes lest by belliprest setiom
(50,477, 37 groas tone as of Marsh Ylai, 1943)

Eits kres of Chert
Baw merobant vessals CONFLETED s the Dalted Elngpios
(2,305,550 gresd toma an af Bareh Yist, 19.2)

marchazl veisels COMFLETED in the Dulted Jtalss
(1,845, 9 gress tons an of Bereh Jlst, 193]

Met War Loss
6,316, 240 Gross Tons

For arplanatim and soirces see ActaepmnyLRg Peport

Masi m data Fecelved by the Division of Maml Intalligenss to date of Lor,
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T™HE JOINT BOAKD
Joint Intelligence Commitiee
Washington

HOTE: Unless there is deafinite indicstion to the contrarv in the
text, it mav be assumed taat information rezorted is from a competent
military or navel source actually presant in the arsa undar discussicn.

| l. INDIAN THTATFR

| India. There are no ncw developments in the BAY CI" BEMGAL. It

| is reported taat some of the large naval anits reomtly o, erating taare
have returmnod to SINGAPCRE. Attacks on £11i~d morchant vessols a;p-ar
to have fallen off, probably as ‘the result of British sus;omsion of

i merchant traffic. Somc Japancso merchant voss-ls have moved to the
ANDAMANS, although there is no indication of tne assombly thorc of a
I" larg: convey which might be «mploycd in landing o) erstions.

Burma, Two unomy columns moving north and norta.ast on MLGTT
were contacted br Britisn forccs on 12 hpril. Fo contact had tnon bocn
| made with a third hostils column at SIKBAIMGT™ (en thu cast bank of the
IRRAWADDY about 30 miles southcast of MG ).
heecording to the Chin:sc, th. incmy has ron.wd his assaults on
Chincss troops in thc vieinity of SWi.
Hostilc air raids continua,

2« FAR EAST AND PLCIFIC THTLTER

Netherlands Fast Indics. Allicd plancs bombud tho barracks and
airficld at RORFANG on Bhc L2th. Heavy antiairereft fire was oncountored.

Melanesia, Threo U.S5. bombers attackod a Japancso aireraft ecarricr
' {probably the HOSHU) in the harbor at R/B.UL, scoring a dircet hit and

two ncar misscs close to the storn of the wvosscl, ! s cond attack was
carrl.d out by thr..: bombors but no damag. was dom  to th. ship., H.&vy
antiaireraft firc and som air opposition wor. cncount.rod during both
attacks, /4 carri.r vscort.d by a d-stroy.r was lat:r signt.d in this
gencral ar.a proco.ding northwost at high sp d.

It is brliwd that the Japan s will comm.ncc th ir sca bormnc
of fonsive attack against PORT VORTSBY som tim. aft r 20 Jpril,

Fxploitation of w.st.rn DUTCH GUIN:A continu.s with indications
that various bas.s ar:c being planned.

} submarin: bes: is urdcr construction on tho W.RINGOI RIVER in

NFY BRITAIN.

Philippincs. /s of thc morming of 13 .pril, thcre had boen no
umﬂn&m: b.twcon FORT MILLS and CEBU for forty-.ight hours.

Th. cncmy has boon kooping our harbor d.foms. s und.r continucus
artillory bomberdmint, and th r. has b..n no slack.ning of his air
raids against COMRECIDOR.

Regraded Unclassified
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J ese Navy. There are indicetions that Japanese submarine units
which 'E.Ew Been Elcti‘l'l during the past month will resume operations
shortly. Three enemy submarines are reported to the northeast of JAPAN
and one probably between WAKE and JALUIT.

Japanese vessels are now assigned definite routes in moving between
JAFAN and the MANDATFS, and extending into the NFW BRITAIN area. 1In
the vieinity of the BOMNIN ISLANDS escorts are provided as required.

U.5. West Coast. A Canadian patrol plane sighted a small fishing
boat With & pole mast in the vicinity of Lat, 5L-30 N., Leng. 132 W.
When the plane approacaed, the vesscl disappeared, and further search
was conducted without results, The pilot is satisfied that the vessel
was a submarine.

J.I.C. Commenty Previous reports have been to the effect that
Japanesc submarines have been disguised as fishing boats .

ATLANTIC THIATER

Submarines, One or morc submarines operating off the north coast
of BRATIL In the general vicinity of PIRNAHYBA arc reported to nave sunk
or damaged at least four vessels during the past wock, No further sub-
marine attacks have been roported in the CARIBBEAN arza. Nerth of that
area, submarine activity in the wostcrn part of the JTL/IMTIC T W TFR
appears to be continuing without material change.

German Ships. The battleship TIRPITZ, the pocket battleship JDWMIR'L
SCHFEN, and the heavy crulscrs PRINZ FUGEN and HIPP'R arc bell ved to
have been in thoir usual burths in TRONDHEIM FICHD on 13 ipril. The
battleship GNEISFN/U, last locatod at KIFL on 29 March (Summary Noe. 12L),
remains unlocatid. Ho information has, how.ver, burn roc.ived to indicate

that shc is at sca.

WIST EUROPE:N THLITER

France, Darlan and Laval had a two=hour mocting, 1l /pril.
pruss dispatch from VICHY, 13 /pril, quotcs an unofficial r.port that
Lavel has boen named vicu-premicr in charge of for.ign and int.rier
affeirs. J.I.C. Commcnt: Jlthough G.rman prissurc on VICHY to obtain
the appointm.nt of Laval was rcportod during the latt.r part of March
(Summarius No. 100 and 109), it was subscouontly r.oport.d (Summary
No. 11L) that thorc was no immediats prosp-ct of such & chango. Rumors
have porsistid, howover, thet GERMGMY would takc nuc. ssary moasur.s to
insuro the full collaboration of FRNCE b.for. launching & spring

campaign.

British air Enﬂﬁ.mu. Strong fightir opposition was cncount r.d
during a succcas ah attack on the railway contor at HiZFBROOK,
12 April, On 12/13 /pril 327 aircraft worc s.nt out, 251 to FSSEN and
smallor groups to H.VRE, P.RIS, and GENO..

R DECLASSIFIED
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5. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Malta, [fir attacks continued on a réduced scale, 11 and 12 /pril.
The HAL FIR and T/K/LI airdromes have boon rendered temporarily un-
scrviceable.

Cirenaica, The enemy is holding positions occupied at SIDI
BREGHTSC and ROTUMDS SEGNALI, but has withdrawn from his most advanced

|‘ positions on his northern and southern flanks.
1 6. EAST EUROPEAN THEATTR
= No change in the situation.
I
|
1
y W
‘ -
g%/z sty st 22
n« SIDNFY EED& IiI
Captail y P iia
Last, SeC¥e; J+14Ca
&

| i

Regraded Unclassified




v 60

!
THE JOINT BOARD

Joint Intelligence Comdttee
Washington

DAILY SUMMARY

Ne. 124 copy 1 of 35

8:00 .l;.lli.,.]-:3 April, 1942,

DECLASSIFIED

oo, 1-4-T4
‘.;i%;;fa;:m, pate MAR '7"'9“

4]




LB 0)

THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

HOTE1 Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, i% may be assumed that information reported is from a compotent
military or naval source actually present in the area dnder discussion,

1. INDIAN THEATER

Indien Ocean. The Japanese air force in the ANDAMAN ISLANDS is being
£ reinforoed by additional planes.
| It is estimated that the Japanese aircraft carriers which recently

engaged in operations at CEYLON (COLOMBO, TRINCOMALEE, etc.) lost sixty
per cent of their planes.

t Burma. The A.V.(. shot down 1l enemy planes during the Japanese

| raid on LOIWING B April (Summary No. 122).
There is no significant change in the ground situatien.

2. FAR FAST AND PACIFIC THFATER

Melanesia. Allied planes attacked shipping in the harbor at RABAUL
and raided ©wo nearby airfields, Hits were scored on buildings at both
airfields, and numerous planes on the ground were destroyed or damaged.,
Ten ships were observed in the harbor at RABAUL, including an aireraft
carrier and three transports.

On the 10th LAE was attacked by Allied planes,

Seven enemy, bombers and two fighters were damaged. Two of our planos
falled to return. Enemy strength at LAF is estimated at 1800 men.

Encmy air activity was confined to alr patrbls over southeast
NEX GUINEA,

- Therc are further indications that a hestile landing attack against
PORT MORUSBY may be expected shortly (Summary No. 121),

FAISI (SOLOMON ISLANDS) was bombed by our planes in an effort to

dastroy the wharves and storehouses at that place.

Philippines. On the 12th, CORREGIDOR was subjected to 12 scparate |
enemy air 8, concontrated largely ageinst the island's center. A1l
communications between FORT MILLS and CEBU ISLAND have been breached |
and there 1s no further word on the CEBU situation.

3« ATLANTIC THEATER

Russian Convoy Route. On 11 April & heavy air atteck on & west-
bound convoy Irom FMII occurred, about 120 miles to the northward of
NURMANSK.

Jerman 2_1%; The battleship ONEISENAU, which is believed to have
been a on March, appears to have left therc prior to 12 April.
Her present whereabouts are not known, The battleship SCHARNHORST and
the Light Crulder NURNBFRG arc reliably reported to have been at KIEL on

pls 2 DECLASSIFIED J
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Submarines. A merchant vessel is reported to have beoen torpedoed
and sunk in the CARIBAFAN about 280 miles southeast of JAMAICA, J.I.C.
Comment: This is the first submarine attack which has cccurred for some
time in the CARIBBEAN. No material chenge appears to have occurred in
the number or disposition of the enemy submarines operating in the
ATLANTIC THEATER.

Ly MIDDLE EAST THIATTR

Malta. Heavy air attack has been resumed after a one-day lull,
About 200 planes attacked the harbor and airdromes between Ls00 F.M.,
10 April, and 1:30 P.M., 11 April,

Cirenaica. The Axis is digging in on a line running generally
southwest lor 30 miles from a coastal point about 5 miles west of GAZALA.
® The forward movement to this position was possibly for the purpose of
providing deeper protection for the MARTUBA airdromes; to establish a
more effective screen against British reconnaissance; and to cover further
advances of main forces preparatory to attack, J.1.C. Commont: In
March British ground patrols attacked successfully Axis airfields at
TMIMI and MARTUBA, and, wntil the rzcont Axis advance, British ground
reconnaissance operated freely in the viecinity of the Axis main line at

MFEILI.

. EAST FUROPEAN THEATER

No change.

L J W ot ol Z2Z

A, SIDNEY (BUFORD¢ III
Cap‘bain, Fs As
! Asat. Seow., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committes

Washington

NOTE: Unless therc is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually prosent in the area under discussion,

1. INDIAN THIATER

Indian Occan. Latest reports indicate that the attack on TRINCOMALEE
(Summary Wo. 122) was carried out by SL bombers cscorted by LO fighters,
Enemy casuvaltics in this raid and in & subseousnt attack on Japanesc
naval forccs wara 13 aircraft dostroyed, 12 probably dostroyed, 2

. damaged, The British lost 1l plancs.

It is now known that the Japancse rald on 6 4, ril rosulted in
the sinking of soven, possibly sAght, merchant ships. An Amorican
ship (5.5. EMI T‘ITORS roturned to CALCUTTA aftor being attacked while
still in the mouth of thc HOOGHLY RIVER. A hostilc attack on the 9th
was rosponsible for the less of two more ships, and thu bcaching of
oni additional ship.

J«I.0s Commenty The forcgoing gives a clcarcr picturc of the
TRINCOMALEL action than has boen horetofor. obtainabla.

India. British authoritics planncd to suspond shipping at
GALCUTTE &s of 10 April.

Burma. No ruported change in the situation.
sh native officers, who cscapad aftor boing capturcd by the
Japanesc, statc that tho onomy plans to take MANDALAY priecr te tho
rainy s.ason by a main drive up th: road from TOUMGOO with a sccondary
§ offort north through the walley of the TRHAW/DDY. Tho SHAN Statcs
arc not to bo attacked at proscnt,

2. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Netharlands Last Indies. Two /llicd plancs attacked KOEPANG
on 9 Ipril. Largc Iiresrosulted,

Molancsia. The Japan.se continuc rocomnaissance flights over the
voastE]l arca north and northeast of PORT MCRTSBY. PORT MORESBY itself
was ralded on thc 10th by suven cnomy bombors and six fightors. Only
minor damage rusultod. Onc bombor and onc fighter war: probably
shot down.

It is roported that the Japancsc land force advancing from LAF
has not pecnotrated morc than two miles up the MURKHAM walleoy.

TULAGI and GAVUTU (in the SOLOMON Islends) wore attacked on the
8th by five Japancs. Flying boats, damaging buildings.

Four U.5. planus attackcd shipping at RABAUL and aircraft at
ncarby VUNAKANAU acrdromc. Onc noar miss was scorod on an cnomy
ship, and not luss than cight hostilc bombors and onc fightor worc
destroycd and othors damaged,

23988 DECLASSIF[ED
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ines, #n estimated 12,000 troops with a few planes and
tanks comprised the enemy force which landed on CFBU, Hostile pene-
tration inland has been slight, There is no reported change elsewhere,

3y ATLANTIC THEATTR

eseland., The cable between ICELAND and the UNITFED KINCDOM has
been Broken or cut between the FAROE and SHETLAND ISLANDS. This is the
only cable to ICELAND. It has & landing on the FAROE ISLAMTS5. It
is presumed that the section between ICELAND and those islands can
still be operatad, Repeirs duriny the war are believed not to be

feasible,

Asores. The blackout and curfew on the island of SAN MIGUEL
reported In Summary Mo. 116 have been terminated. J.I.C. Comment:
. No reports have been received to indicatc that this blackout and
curfow had any imgortant significance,

Submarines, In the westorn part of the ATLAMTIC THTATER, two
merchant vessols, onc a tanker, were reported to have been torpodood
on 11 April in the vicinity of CAPE LOOKOUT, N.C. Anothcr tanker
was reperted to be afirc ncarby, and & vesscl was roportedto have
had two gun shots firzd atit by a submarinc in that vieinity but
without damage. Other vosscls sald te have boun terpodoed en the samc
datc worc a tank.r ncar ST. AUGUSTINE, FLCRIDA, and a morchant wesscl
about L8O milcs northeast of ST, THOMAS, V.I. No submarine attacks
in the CARIBBEAN wore rportod,

L. MIDDLE EAST THEATER

I.ig%a. On the 9th there was & slight increase in enemy activity
agains e southern British flank,

Malta., Alr attacks on MALTA continued on 10 April, but up to
1400 p.m. apparently with reduced intensity.

5 EAST EUROPEAN TH ATER

There is no change in the situation.

%/ i

uFcRD{ 11T
ﬂl.l.‘mn. F.E;
Asst. Secty., J.I.Cs
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committao
Washington

NOTE: (nless there is definitc inaicetion te the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that informetion reported is from a competent military
or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ocean. During the night of J April H.M.5. HERVWS, onc destroys.
one corvetie, and elght flect awdliaries departed from TRINCOMALTE to owads
an expocted air attack, but wore sighted by enemy aircraft. On the morming
of the 9th the HERMES was attacked and sunk off the east coast of CEYLON by
enemy dive bombers. The destroyer, corvette, and tanker were also sunk,
but six of the auwxiliaries returned to TRINCOMALEE. Japanese forces also
sank four merchant ships in the general vicinity of CEYLON.

A more complete report of the attack on TRINCOMALEE hes been received.
It differs slightly from previous reports. (Summary Mo. 121). The enemy
air force, which consisted of 27 bombers cscorted by LO fighters, is be-
lisvad to have come from a naval task forcc of thraoc battleships, four air-
eraft carriers, four or five cruisers, and two destroyers which had pre-
vicusly buen sighted by British aircraft 180 miles east of TRINCOMALEE.
Extansive damage was inflicted by the sttacking planes on the shops, store-
houses, water mains and pow.r lincs at TRINCOMALEE. In addition cne ship
was damegoed and another beached on firs. Encmy losscs were 21 planes cer-
tain, 12 probable, 2 damaged, plus 12 uncertain by antiaircraft fire,
British losses were scven fighteors and five bombors, with four bombers
damagad.

Burma. As of thec afternocon of the 9th,the British forces were in an
area extending roughly sast and west through MINHLA (just south of MAGWE).
The Chinese reported surrounded at YEDASHE have rejoined Chinese units at
SW: (north of KEDASHE).

On the 8th, 27 enemy bombers attacked MAYMYD (northeast of MANDALAY),
and then raided MANDALAY half an hour later. Hostile navy fighters machine-
gunned LOINING the same day. e

The press reports that AVG fliers are active sgain ovur northern BURMA

F/R EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Nethorlands East Indies. After the fall of Bandoeng, Dutch troops re
mained In action In the mountsin districts of JiVA, central TIMOR, centre)
and north SUMATRA, central CELEBES and central BORNED. The fate of these
troops is at present unknown.

Phiugglnen. Commmication botwzen FORT MILLS and BATAAN being severad,

no information concerning results of negotistion can be obtained. Goneral
Wainwright confirms mass landings of Japanose on the Island of CRBU. The
Japesnese cccupation of CEBU will affect siriously the defensc of FORT M-%.
as it prevents transport of supplies thereto.

-
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Far Eastern Watcrs. U.5. submarines ovarnting in Far Eastern wetcoss

have Surk tho following ships in addit.ion to those proviously reported:
1 dustr-nrnr (SIOURE clams)}:
1 transport;
1 merchant ship (7000 tuns):
1 subchascr.

In addition to the abovz, one freighter (LO0O tons) is reported possi-
bly sunk.

ATL/NTIC THEATFR

Submarinas. The most recent enemy submarine setivity in the ATLANTIC
Theater has Boen econcentrated largely off the Morth American cosst in the
area between CHARLESTON and the VIRCINIA CAPRZ, This is the arca in which
by far the grortest density of attacks hi2a oceurred during the past six
weeks. Ko resumpticn of submarine activity in the CLAPIBREAN is reported,
but in addition %o two submarines thought to be in that areca two submarines
appear to be heading towards it. /A submarine has rocently besn oparating
of f the coast of ERAZIL in the latitude of thc mouths of the AMAZON RIVER.

Russian Cenvey Routes. From 150 to 175 German aircraft of long-range
bomber types sultable for operations against shipping are believed to be
stationed at points along the Scandinavian Coast from TRONDHEIM to FETSAMD.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Libya. The situation is unchanged.

Malta. Adr attacks on MALTA have continued, with some damage to
vessels and shore facilities. Alr attacks against this objcetive have ex-
ceeded in intensity anything which has heretofere occurrad. The Merch
average of about 100 attacks per 2 hours has now increased to about 200,

E/ST EUROPEAM THEATER

No change in the ground situation. German mir activity is reported
increasing over LENINGRAD and MOSCUW, especially over the former.

r‘%j : /{'7) g P
hae S III
Cap y F.K
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military
or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

Indian Ocean. The air attack on TRINCOMALEE was carried out by Sl
Japanese bombers escorted by L0 fighters and was directed against the
harbor and airfield facilities there.

Some damage was inflicted, although only one merchant ship was harmed.
Casualties were light. The attacking planes are reported to have come
from a Japanese naval force which included three battleships and four air-
eraft carriers. This force is said to have been attacked by British bombers
in the face of strong enemy fighter protection. Three near misses on Japan-
ese carriers resulted. The Japanese plane losses are uncertain but proba-
bly amounted to six lost and two damaged. The British suffered four planes
lost and four damaged.

The large number of Japanese merchant vessels which are reported to
be moving into the Bay of Bengal combined with considerable naval strength
in these waters strengthens the possibility that landing operations will
be carried out in the near future.

The alleged death of Subhas Bose, Indian Nationalist leader expelled
from INDIA some time &ago, has brought about profound expressions of sorrow
by many high Indian political leaders. Local press reports state that his
death was a "great shock to all congressmen." Such expressions and reports
have served to cast doubt on the sincerity of the anti-Japanese professions
of Congress as BOSE was an agent of the Axis, having lived in GERMANY or
ITALY since his departure from INDIA.

Burma. No reported change on the IRRAWADDY front.

Tn the TOINGOO Area, Japanese forces are said to be 28 miles west of
MAWCHI (100 miles east of TOUNGOO). J.I.C. Comment: This is undoubtedly
the same colum reported in Summary No. 119.

The Chinese state that the enemy has surrownded a small force of their
troops in YEDASHE (north of TOUNGOO).

There are some indications that the Japanese may bepin another norther-
ly drive, which would be directed up the road from MAWCHI to LOILEM (120
miles southeast of MANDALAY) and would perhaps be coordinated with their
18th Division on their right.

FAR FAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Netherlands Fast Indies. There is no communication between Australia
and ATTIed Torces In the Netherlands East Indies,

A further investigation regarding the destruction of the PLADJOE re=-
finery (British), near PALEMBANG, SUMATRA, by bombing indicates considerable

damage but not complete destruction.
DECLASSIFIED
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Melanesia. There is strong evidence of Japanese plans for a sea bomme
attack on FORT MORESBY.

U.5. bombers attacked the airfields at SALAMAU and LAE on 7 April, de-
stroying six enemy fighters and sstting fire to several bulildings at the
airfields.

The Japanese have occupied LORUNGAU, ADMIRALTY ISLANDS (325 miles
northwest of RABAUL).

J.1.C, Comment: This indicates an extensive consolidation of the NENW
GUINEA-BISMARCE ARCHIPELAGO Area.

Japancse Mandates. A number of small vessels, probably motor torpedo
boats, are belng sent south to bolster the defenses of the MANDATED ISLANDS.

China. The Japanese raids on airfields in Froe China havestopped
since 3 April, Damege to fields is negligible so far.

Philippines, Hostilities on BATAAN hava ceased. The results of the
negotlaiions betwcen the Commander of the Lugon forces and the Japancse
Commander are unknown.

On the morning of 10 April, four transports, supported by three war-
ships, were landing hostile $roops at ARGAQ (southeast coast of CEBU ISLAND).
These troops ware then moving north aleng the road to CEBU CITY. Three
other warships wore reported off TOLEDO (west coast of CEBU ISLAND). 211
landings have air support.

LATIN AMERICA

Mexico. Therc are some indications of growing discord betwzan President
COMACHT and ex-President Cardenas as a result of the latter's agitation
among his supporters against Comecho's policies on domestie issues.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines. Submarine activity in the CARIBBEAN apparently has not
been Tesumcd. One or two submarines may, however, be in the area between
MONA and ARUBA. No material change appears to have occurred in the sub-
marine activity in other parts of the ATL/NTIC THEATER.

‘ﬁ.ﬁ French Merchant Vessel. The coal-burning Vichy French 5.5.

v is reported to be on her way from SAIGON to CASABLANCA vis
CAPE HORN with a cargo consisting mostly of rubber. GShe is expected to
coal at a SOUTH AMERTICAN port about the middle of May, since it is not be-
lieved possible for her to mke a voyage of that length without coaling

en route.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Libya. Latest indications are that ROMMEL's forces are digging in at
BIR and SIDI BREOHISC which would confirm the Axis recent advance as

a roeconnaissance in force.
g DECLASSIFIED

Regraded Unclassified



Malta. On the Bth MALTA had been, up to 1:00 P.M., attacked by & total
of 187 enemy aircraft. Fighters and antisircraft guns destroyed 12 of the
attacking planes, 5 others were probably destroyed, and 10 wore damaged.
Scme damage was caused to port facilities and airdromes,

| &. TAST EUROPEAN THEATFR
|
i' No reported change.
| L. SIDN I
ﬁﬂpmn, Fulhs
i hast. Seoty., J.I.C.
|
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a corpetent military or
naval source actually present in the area under diecussion.

| 1. INDIAN THEATER

[ India. On L April H.M.5. DORSETSHIRF and CORNWALL (both cruisers) were
attacked and sunk by about 50 enemy fighter and bomber planes. The action
cccurred in the viecinity of COLOMBO.

Two more British merchant ships were attacked by submarines in the BAY OF

. BENGAL. J.I.C. Comment: It is estimated that at least seven or eight Japan-
ese submarines are operating in the North INDIAN OCEAN, including the BAY OF
BENGAL and the ARABIAN SEA. The majority of sighting and sinkings have been
in the area to the south and west of COLOMEO.

The Japanese naval forces operating in the BAY OF BENGAL ere thought to
consist of 3 or L battleships, L aircraft carriers, § heavy cruisers, 2 iight
cruisers, 28 destroyers, snd & convertad aircraft carriers. It is indicated
that these forces are seperatad intc two cr mora task forces. J.1.C. Comment.,
This is believed to be & more corr-ect estimnte than that reported in Summary
Ko, 119,

The Press reports that TRINCOMALEE (British naval base on northeast coast |
of CEYLON) was bombed on § April.

Burma. There is no reported change in the TOUNGOD area.

MTer removing all militery supplies from ALLANYD and buming thet town
and THAYETMYO, the British were, by the &th, withdrawing along both sides of

. the IRRAWADDY under support of gunboats in that river. British forces have

lost contact with the enemy, whose last known position was in a general area
slightly north of KAMA (about 20 miles south of ALLANKYOD).

On & April, the ememy bombed TAINGDWINGYI. No damage resulted. J.I.0.
Comment: TAUNGDWINGYI, which is approximately 50 miles northeast of ALLANMYD,
is on one of the probable British routes of withdrawal.

2. FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Melanesia. GSix enemy flghters were destroyed during the raid which
Allied planes carried out on the 6th against LAE. Buildings at the airfield
there were left burning.

The airfield at GASMATA was bombed on 5 April by five U.S. Army bombers.
Results are unknown.

Six U.5. Army bombers attacked shipping in the harbor at RABAUL, scoring
a probable direct hit and three near misses on a large transport, a near miss
on & probable cruiser, and a near miss on another tramsport.

The Japanese raided PORT MORESBY on 6 April. No damage was inflicted.

|
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% Kong. The docking facilities at HONG KONG are being used by Japan-
ese naval vessels.

Philippines. OCur BATAAN forces heve surrendered. A few scattered gmuups
of individucls succeeded in reaching CORREGIDOR, but the grester part of Gen.
¥ing's troops remeined on tae peninsula.

Hostile forces kac succzeded in enveloplng both flanks ef our troops in
the east., An 2ttept to relieve that situation by o drive In the west, di-
rectad toward CLONGAPO, nover gzot started, Illness from lack of food and
physical exhaustion were the primary factors that caused our defeat. OQur re-
maining troops will attempt to hold CORREGICOR.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Surfaze Ralders. GSeveral recent occurrences indicate that one or two
German surlace ralders are operating in the South ATLANTIC or possibly in the
South INDIAN OCEAN.

Submarines. Thore has been no resumption of submarine activity in the
CARIBBEAN AREA. Submarine activity along the ATLANTIC COAST of the Uni-ed
States, which has recently been confined to areas no-th of WILMINGTOM, N.C.,
now extends somewhat further south. In other respects the situation does not
appear to have changed materially.

German Ships. According to information believed reliable, the Battleship
TIRPITZ, the Pocket Battleship ADMIRAL SCHEER, and the heavy cruisers HIFFER
and PRINZ EUCEN were still in TRONDHEIM FICRD on 8 April.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

Malta. During 6 and 7 April, 325 enemy planes attacked the harbor and
airdromes, causing damage. (Press reports indicate that heavy air attack con-
tinued through the Bth).

_Li%. At dam, & April, the enemy advanced in three columns comprising

100 tanks and 150 motor transport. The main thrust was from FLUET FL AGGARA |
(20 miles west of GAZALA) south to SIDI BREGHISC (20 miles scuthwest of

GAZALA and LO miles northwest of BIR HACHEIM). Two columns (80 tanks, 100 I
motor transport) united at SIDI BREGHISC. The third colusm (20 tanks, 50 motor
transport) moved southeast from BIR EL HAMARIN (15 miles southeast of MEXILI)

toward EL TELIM (17 miles southwest of SIDI BREGHISC). These movements are |
interpreted as a reconnaissance in force, although Rommel probably intends to .
exploit, by hit and run attack, any weakneas discovered. |

Alexandria. Early on the morning of 7 April 50 Axis aireraft attacked
the harbor. Wo damage has been reported. German planas reconnoiter ALEXANDRIZ
every morning, and last week pamphlets wers dropped waming Egyptians to

evacuate.
nﬁtﬂw
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EAST EUROPEAN THIATER

Vuddy terrain in southarn RU3SSIA prohibits much movement and will probably
delay & spring offensive for twe or three muie wroks. Gurman atiach in the
south wiy ke followsd by & northern offenaive in the direction LAKE JT.ON-
VOLOGDA

Praas repocis 1ndicala chat Gorman afr scilivi'y in ROSSIA ha< incroased,
with tha Sreairus laimng o Save Larli-ted hesvy losses.

o LLL

« SIDNEY ORD 111
Captein, F.A.
hsat. Secty., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committes
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military or
naval source sctusally present in the area under discussion.

INDIAN THEATER

India. Alr and submarine attacks continue against Allied merchant ships
in the BAY OF BENGAL, and air raids have been made on objectives on the east
coast of INDIA. On 3 April two Allied vessels were bombed and sunk, three
others abandoned, and five others attacked by aircraft. The enemy force con-
ducting this operation is reported to consist of three battleships, one
carrier, and one crulser, operating north of Latitude 20. Press reports of
the raids on COCOMADA HARBOR and VIZAGAPATAN have been confirmed. Little
damage resulted except at the latter place where the harbor workshops and
public utility installations were damaged.

Two enemy submarines were sighted in an area approximately LO0O miles
southwest of COLOMBO on 6 April. A British merchant vessel was unsuccessfully
shelled by a submarine 70 miles west of COLOMBO,

J+I.C. Comment: The Japanese naval forces operating in the BAY OF BENGAL
appear to consist of at least five battleships and two or more aircraft
carriers, along with other light forces. It is probable that there are at
least two task forces condueting these operations, one in an area between
latitudes 16° N. and 20° N. off the cast comst of INDIA and the other the
force which attacked COLOMBO on 5 April. Some few weeks ago the Japanese
Shoroughly searched the area to the north and west of MIDWAY ISLAND for U.S.
Naval forces, and it is possible that as the result of that search some units
normally attached to the Screening Force were transferred to the INDIAN OCEAN
Area,

It has been ascertained that Japanese radio propaganda and fifth column
work is meeting with some success in the Province of BENGAL.

Andaman Islands. U. 5. bombers attacked enemy shipping at PORT BLAIR the

t7ol 2 April. Two direct hits were scored on a hostile transport and two
direct hits on an enemy crulser, leaving both in flames. Hostile shore and
ship batteries set up intense antiaircraft fire and approximately a Japanese
squadron of fighter planes wnsuccessfully attempted interception, Two [U.5.
pPlanes were damaged by enemy action, and one was damaged on landing.

Burma. As of 6 April, the British withdrawal continued, with a stpeng
hostiT& Torce reported east of the IRRAWADDY, near NYAUNGBINZEIK (about 18
miles north of PROME). Reconnaissance and air action constitute the only
enemy activity in this sector. Demolitions have been carried out in the

THAYETMYO Area.
An memy colum is attacking from esst of TOUNGOO along the road from
dmm,ﬂ“mmudm-ammmruuu.
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A U.S. bombardment squadron carried out an attack on RANGOON 3 April.
Hits wore scored on warszhouscs and docks. Antialreraft firc was light and no
hostile pursuit planes werc secen.

FAR EAST AND P CIFIC THEATER

Philisgin!‘l. Heavy fighting continues in the centor of our BATAAN lines,
where the Japanese have massed forces superior in number, freshness, and mobile
equipment. Our troops are being subjected to constant dive-bombing attack.
Altimlxh he is progressing slowly, the enemy has driven & wedge into our
cen'tar.

Bevere casualties resultad when the enemy again bombed cne of our BATAAN
hospitals (Summary No. 111). This time the bombing is believed intentional.

Elsewherc there is no change.

Netherlands East Indies. Press reports reveal anothor Allied air attack
on KOEPING. Results are unknown.

Melanesia. hAccording to the press, Allied plancs carrizsd out a success-
ful rald on the airfield at LAE.

China, The Chincse consider that prusent Japanese military opsrations
in SUTYTAN Province (northwest CHINA near MONGOLIL) are purely local. These
operations arc probably Japancse offorts to consolidate their flank propara-
tory to an early attack on RUSSIA.

The only Chinese force in south SHENSI Province is now belng used to
guard the Chinese Commmists and prevent supplies reaching them., If the Com-
munists and the CHUNOKING governments would scttle thelr differences, and if
CHUNGKING would furnish the Reds with military supplies and cocperate with
them against the Japanese flank, it is believad that the Chincse could form a
sarious threat.

Japanege aerial attacks have boen carried out against a number of the re-
maining airports in Free CHINA, probably in an offort to destroy gasoline
stores and bombs and thus prevent the fields from being used as bases of air
agperations against Japanese territory.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Convoys. During the last 7 days of March a total of 113l vessels (in all
mm—s)_%rn convayed. For the week ending 20 Mareh British imports trans-
ported to Great Britain in convoyed vessels amounted to 1,006,000 tons, in-
cluding 160,700 tons of oil.

MIDOLE FAST THEATER

General. The strongth and disposition of German air forces are estimated
as follows: LIBYA, 200; PANTELLERIA, 10 Me-109's; SICILY, L15; SARDINIA, 10
Ju-86's; GREECE, 70; CRETE, 35; total 7L0. German ground strength in LIBYA is
cstimated at botween 25,000 and 30,000. Conclusion: German air and ground
strength is insufficient for a major offensive in the MIDDLE EAST THEATER.

Sk DECLASSIFIED
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Malta. German air attacks have completed the destruction of all merchant
the recent convoy to MALTA. The weight of air attack has decreased,
but alerts are caused continuously, for the purpose of wearing down morale.

J.I.C. Comment: Press reports, 7 April, describe the air attack in progress as
the heaviest yet experienced at MALTA.

E/ST EUROPEAN THEATER

Ho change.

III

Kggrm

Asst. Secty., J.I.C.
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military or
naval source actually present in the area under discussien.

a. The objections of the Indian MNational Congress to CRIFP's Mission
to are threefold:

1. They object to the provision for Provinclal secession before an
Indian Union is formed for two reasons:

a, INDIA should be regarded as an integral unit wmtil the
Conatitutien is drawn up.

b. Divisions in INDIA exist on cultural, linguistic or re-
ligicus lines, not on lines defined by present artificial
provincial boundaries.

2+ They believe that representatives of the native states for the
post war Constltution-making body should be elected rather than
nominated by Princes.

3. They seriously object to proposed British control of defense.
The Indian National Congress prefers to establish its omn defense
council,

The differences mentioned under 1 and 2 are considered adjustable and of
no critical importance, However, the third demand, pertaining to the defense
of INDIA, is a stumbling block. It is believed that if the British accept
that demand then the Indian Congress is certain to accept the CRIPP's offer.

Additional air attacks on British Merchant shipping off the east coast

Fress reports state that Japanese naval planes bombed the harbor of
VIZAGAPATAM, important port on the east coast of INDIA (about 500 miles north
of CEYLON), and the town of COCANADA (slightly south of VIZAGAPATAM).

During the attack on COLOMBO on 5 April (Summary No. 117) less than 100
casual were sustained. Loss in shipping was smell, largely because the
harbor had been cleered of all ships not in the process of loading or dis-

r undergoing repairs. Air dafenses during the raid were satis-
was no panic or hysteria among the native population although
the exodus of natives from the city is greatly accelerating with a possible
serious labor shortage in pro .

In view of the number of plames involved in the Japanese attack on
COLOMBO, it is considered probable that two aireraft carriers, AKAGI and RYSJO,




=

2.

3.

Burma. Except for constant enemy machine-gunning and dive-bombing attacks,
there 1s little action on the BURMA fronts. Hostile units and motor transport
are concentrating on the west side of the IRRAWADDY RIVER a few miles north of
FROME, with British artillery in active opposition. J.I.C. Comment: Since
thelr successful withdrawal from FROME, the British apparently have continued
thelr retirement generally up the PROWE-ALLANVYO road. -

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THCATER

Philippines. A Japanese attack, well supported by artillery and dive
bombers, is in progress against our BATAAN position. Enemy gains have
been registered.

There are indications that the Japanese plan to extend their occupation
of the Philippines with CEBU a likely objective.

J.I.C. Comment: As our defense of the Archipelago moves into its fifth
month, the value of a will to fight again comes to the fore. While it be true
that a successful offensive in modern warfare demands superiority in armament,
no substitute for courage and determination has been found. Result: In the
PHILIPPINES, twice the Japanese garrison needed for occupation has been con-
tained and therefore kept away from other fronts.

Netherlands East Indies. The Japanese radio has quoted an official Japan-
ese communique announcing the capitulation of the entire Island of SUMATRA.

Australia. The enemy raid on PORT DARWIN, L April, resulted in slight
damage to the runways.

Melanesia. The Japanesc are carrying out mopping up operatioms in North-
west Tutch WEW GUINEA.

The airdrome at PORT MORESBEY reccived an ememy air raid on L April.
Slight damage resulted. One enemy [ighter was shot down and another seriocusly
damaged . i

Enemy aerial activity on the 5th was confined to a major alr reconnals-
sance of the coastal areas northeast of PORT MORESEY.

Far Eastern Waters. A U.5. submarine on patrol in the east CHINA SEA
sank @ passenger-cargo ship (10,000 tons) and a freighter (5,000 tons).

ATLANTIC THFATER

Submarines. Except for a submarine reported to have been sighted south-
west of CURACAD engaged in shelling a school of fish, no new indications of
a rosumption of submarine activity in the CARIBBEAN Area have been reported.
J.1.C. Comment: It is thought that the above may have been an Italian sub-
marine. The reported sighting of a submarine in the vicinity of ARUBA (Sum—
mary No. 117) is now believed to have been in error.

There are indications of continued activity by & substantial number of
enemy submarines in the waters off the Americen Coast betwecen the latitudes
of CAPE LOOKOUT and N™W YORK.

o { DECLASSIFIED
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Vichy French 8. The Vichy French Light Cruiser GLOIRE, reported in
Summary No. ve left DAKAR and headed north on 30 March, was located
at CASABLANCA on L April. As of that date no other significant changes had
occurred in the disposition of French naval vessels at DAKAR and CASABLANCA
(Battleship RICHELIEU was still at DAKAR), end thc Battleship STRASBOURO was
belisved to be still at TOULON.

WEST ZUROPRAN THEATER

British air attacks. On 5/6 April the R.A.F. made a heavy attack on
COLOGHT: and Iighter attacks on HAVRE and the PARLIS vieinity.

NORTH EUROPEAN THEATER

Narvik. Press reports of a British commande raid on NARVIK, 3 April,
have not Been confirmed by any of ficial report.

Murmansk. Night air attacks of considerable intensity, 3/ April, re-
sulted In scrious damage to two merchant ships and temporary denial thereby of
the use of two berths.

EAST TUROPEAN THEATER.

J.I.C. Comment: While 15 May is still rogarded as most probably the
earlicst date for a general German offcnsive against the Russian armizs, there
are indications that the Cermans may be plenning a limited objective attack
in the UKRAINE in the latter half of April. Good intelligence reports indi-
eate that Cerman concentrations in the East are well advanced. Two German
armored divisions, long stationcd in France, have left their garriseos bound
eastward, The terrain should be sufficiently firm in the area KHARKOV-
TAGANROO to permit operations after 15 April.

There are definite advantages to be cbtained in a preliminary action of
this kind - primarily the seizure of favorable lines of departure for the main
offensive. If the Gormans extend their front to the DONETS River and/or to
the DON, the spearhead of an of fensive could be tumed towards the north and
the Russian mass on the VYAZMA-OREL-KURSK front would become seriously
threatenad. A hypothesis cnvisaging a German limited objective attack in the
southern Russian front must definitely be retained and given high priority.

MIDDLE EAST THEATER

No change in the situation.

A. SIDNEY III

Captain, F.A.
hast. Secty., J.1.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is dofinite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumsd that informetion reported is from a competent military or
naval source actually present in the area undor discussion,

INDLAN THEATER

India. At 0015 G.M.T. 5 April R.A.F. aircraft sighted an enemy force
consisting of at least one battleship, two cruisers, and four other ships,
110 miles southwest of CEYLON. At 0209 G.M.T., at least 50 Japsncse bombers,
cacorted by approximately 25 fighters, attackad COLOMBO, with the harbour
arca, airdrome and the railway workshop their objectives., The harbour re-
pair shops were damaged extemsively while the airdrome and railway shops
sustained only minor damage. [n old destroyer was sunk and an armed mer-
chantman is expected to bec a total loss. Twenty-five Japanese planes were
definiteoly. destroyed, including two shot down by antiaircraft fire. Several
other enemy planes were damaged. The British lest 1l plancs.

Three ships underwent hostile air attacks in the appreoaches to CALCUTTA.

Burma. MiNDALAY was subjected to a heavy bombing attack 3 /pril (Sum-
mary Wo, 116). PYINMANA and YAMETHIN (about 100 miles south of MAVDALAY)
werc raided by hostile plancs that same day.

There is no reportcd change on the TOUNGOO and PROME fronts.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Philippines. Attacks against the right-comter of our line continued,
bat mh stopped without any furthor gains. During the night L/5
April, our artillory drove off hostile barges from which machine gun and
light ertillery firc was being directod against owr BATAAN beach defenses.

FCRTS DRUM and FRANK were subjected to dive-bombing attacks, but
CORREGIDOR passed anothur 2L hours free from hostile air raids.

Netherlands East Indies. On 3 /fpril, four R.A.L.F. medium bombers raided
the alriTeld and shipping at KOEPANG. At the sirfield, two enemy planes on
the ground were destroycd and probebly six more were dameged. [/ neor miss
was scored on a marchant ship in the harbour.

Australia. The civil airport at PORT DARWIN was raided on the Lth by
seven Japancsc heavy bombers, escorted by six fighters. Demags was slight.
Five enemy planes were shot down by antiaireraft fire and pursuit ships and
two othors were possibly destroyed. Our losses were three pursuit planes.

Velanesia. On L April U. 5. Army pursuit planes attacked the airfield

at LAE, Four enemy bombors and one fighter were loft burning, while seven
or eight bombers and three fighters were badly damaged.

DECLASSIFIED
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Far Esstern Watcrs. A U.5. submarine sank two Japanecse tankers in the
arsa South of TRUK (C/ROLINE ISLLNDS).

ATLINTIC THEATER

Submarines. A vessel is reported to hove been torpedood off the north-
east Coast of SANTO DOMINGO and & submarine to have been sighted in the
vicinity of ARUB.A. J.I.C. Comment: This may mark the mpected resusption of
submarine activity in the C/RIBBEAN Area. On the other hand the sinking may
indicate merely thet the submarine recontly belicved to be in the FLORIDA
STRAITS Area has moved to the sastward, possibly homeward bound. The sight-
ing reported in the vicinity of ARUBA may turn out to heve besn an error,

Numerous flares and unusual lights have recontly been reported, both by
relieble observers and from other sources,along the ATLANTIC Coast, princi-
pally in NEW ENOLAND but slso &s far south as SOUTH OV ROLING . Reports of an
indefinite value have also beon received conccrning proposed attempts to land
agents from enemy submarines. To dete no definite informetion his been un—
covered as to the sources of these flares or lights or as to their connection
with any onemy activities.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

British iir Operations. The damage done to the Matford plant has been
so heavy that the remaining machinery may bo removed to GERMANY. Om L April
the R.A.F. attacked the ST. OMFR railway junction.

MIDDLE FAST THEATER

Melta. 4 total of 220 mircraft attacked airdromes and harbor on 3/L
hprily § Greck submarine was sunk, and a British eruiser, destroycr, and
mineswoeper wore damaged.

Libya. It is cstimeted thet Hommel cennot complate proparations for
attac ore May. Continuation of the existing situstion is indicoted until
then at least.

EAST EUROPEXN THEATER

Wast of RZHEV Gorman countorattacks have made some progress.

ol

Captain, F..l.
fest. Secty., J+1iCs
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washingtan

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the text,
it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent military or
naval scurce actually present in the area under discussion.

INDIAX THEATER

India. There are rumors circulating in informal circles to the effect
that The Indian Congress is apt to request from some third nation, preferably
the United States, a guarantee that the British will fulfill any promise of
post war Indian freedom.

Burma. On 2 April the British withdrew from FROME to positions north
and northeast of the town. This withdrawal follewed a Japanese thrust from
the south which succeeded, on the lst, in securing positions in the hills
south of PROME.

There is no reported change in the TOUNGOO area.

The Japanese bombed THAZI (70 miles south of MANDALAY) on the 2d. At
MAGWE (south of the YENANGYAUNG oil fields) the landing field is not con=-
sidered safe because of low=flying enemy planes which operate during daylight.
Jol.C. Comment: The press reports that MANDALAY is being subjected to heavy
enemy air attacks. The lesson of air superiority is belng repeated.

+ It is reported that 20 transports, carrying a detachment of the
Japanese 25th Army, have left, or will leave, SINGAPORE for RANGOON via
PEMANG, This is the first information of the transportation of troops to
BURMA through the BAY OF BENGAL.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER

Indo=China. The lengthy diplomatic negotiations between VICHY and JAFAN
over m;:ping in INDO-CHINA reached a crisis with a Japanese ultima-
tum that unless negotlations are completed by 5 April the Japanese would
seize 100,000 tons of French shipping in INDO-CHINA and elsewhere in the Far
East.

French proposals are to charter to JAPAN 59,000 tons of large ships and
7000 tons of smaller vessels for the SHANGHAI-PHILIFPINES-JAPAN run. In
addition FRANCE would charter 20,000 tons to Japan, but for use by FRANCE
between INDO-CHINA and MADAGASCAR. The remaining 1L,000 tons would remain
under French control for coastwise trade in INDO-CHINA. No vessels would
transport troops or war materials, and all vessels would fly the French flag
with officers and crews of French nationality.

J.1.C. Comment: This ultimatum further confirms a previously suggested
shortage of Japanese shipping.

China. The military situation in China remained quiet threughout March

with fo large scale operations against the reduced Chinese garrisons. The
attitude toward AMERICA remained favorable largely because of the gallant

DECLASSIFIED
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action of the American Volunteer Group, the appointment of General Stilwell,
the advantageous loan agreement, and continued resistance in the PHILIPPINES.

Philippines. On the carly evening of the 3d a suparior force of Jepancae
troops the right cegter of our BATAAN lines. Fighting continued
throughout the Lth on a heavy scale, with the enemy pushing our forces back
slightly. Apparently the Japanese suffered severe losses. That night, our
artillery repulsed an attempted hostile landing off the cast BATAAN coast,
probably sinking several enemy troop-leaded barges. For the first time since
2li March CORREGIDOR received no air attacks.

The situation elsewhere is quiet.

Christmas [sland. Furthor information has been received describing the
attack on two encoy cruisers during the Japanese occupation of CHRISTMAS
ISLAND (Summaries No, 11L and 115). On 31 March a U, §. submarine torpedoed
and damaged a crulser of the JINTSU class. OSome twenty hours later the sub-
marine returned and sank & cruiser (MATORI class). On 1 April, 13 hours
after the second attack, the submarine again returned and scored another tor-
pede hit on the previeusly damaged crulser (JINTSU class). The vessel is
thought to have been sunk in this second attack. J.I.C. Comment: A sound
display of submarine tactics.

Australia. Enemy planes reconnoitered BROOWE and DERBY on 3 April.

Melanesia. No new deveopments of importance have been noted in
MELANESTR. The encmy carried out acrial reconnaissance over the Mortheast
Coast of N7 GUINEA.

J ose Mandates. Reports of amemy surface vessels in the MANDATES are
nahh%le_ﬁﬁle air strength in this area is being steadily in-
creaseds J.I.C. Comment: It is apparent that the defcnses of thess Islands
are being vested mainly in aireraft.

Far Esstern Waters. U. 5. submarines operating in NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
water§ have sunk or damaged the following Japancse vessels not previously re-
portod: )

Sunk
1 supply ship (LL71 tons)

Damaged
2 seaplane tenders
1 landing barge (1 torpedo hit)
1 unidentified ship (1 torpedo hit)

LATIN AMFRICA

Curacac. The strike involving Chinese crews on the floct of lake tankcrs

operating out of LAKE MARACAIBO has boen settled by granting all demands of
the strikers. It is expected that shipments of crude to the CURACAO refinery
will be resumed immediately, Submarine nets have been installed in the harber,
which has becn roopened (Summary No. 105).

3w DECLASSIFIED

—J



L.

5.

B.

e = -

ATLAFTIC THEATER

Submarines. Except for one in the FLORIDA STRAITS Ares, no cnemy sub-
marinis appear now to be operating off the NORTH AMERICAN Coast south of CAFE
LOOKOUT, Mo attacks have beon roported by the hostile submarines which wire
belisved to have recontly arrived in the CARIBBEAN Area (Summary No. 113).

There have been many indications that memy submarines are recelving fuel
and supplies from supply vessels elther at sea or in the CAMARY ISL/NDS. Such
vessels arc thought to have left Gurman-controlled Europoan porta during
February, but no definite identification of any of them has been rocelvad.

izorss. A state of emergency, including complote bleckout and curfew
from TI0U fo 0600, on the Island of SaN MIGUEL, AZORFS, was proclaimed for
the night of 3/L April. The state of emergency is believod to apply only to
that Island. J.l.C. Commant: Therc hes been no infeormation as to tha reason
for this action or as to any now developments which might warrant it.

WEST EUROPEAN THEATER

The Germans are making defensive preparations. For ¢xample, demolitions
are being propared at BREST and concrote posts are being erccted on unused
airfields in the coastal arca gencrally. The CHAMNEL ISLAMNDS have been
strongly fortified.

NORTH EURCPEAN THEATER

Reports indicatc that the Germens are apprehensive regarding Allied
attack on ‘rotic NORWAY and FINLAND. Coast defenses are under construction
and eight Gorman divisions, supported by the Fifth fir Fleet, arc seid to be
in the area. J.I.C. Comment: These dispositions, if confirmed, may indicate
offensive rathzr than defensive intentions. The Gurmans have showmn great
interast in interrupting the supply route to RUSSIA via MURMANSK.

EAST EUROPEAN THEATER

Nothing to report.

MIDOLE FAST THUATER

Malta, Heavy air attacks centinuc., During tha period 1/3 April a total
of 130 onemy aireraft attackod the submarinz base and airficlds, causing
sarious damage. J.I,C. Comment: Although an jxds intention to attempt the
capture of MaLTA in the n.ar futurc is generally rumorcd, a8 desire to con-
tinue the neutralization of that basc is still considoroed to be the best

explanation of thesc attacks.

k. SIDNEY e
Blpt.ﬂ-i.n, F.he
hest. sﬂm-. J:I.Cs
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NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

Indian Qcean., Three more air attacks on British vessels in the BAY
OF BEIGAL area have been reported during the past 2L hours. Two vessels
were bombed in HOOGHLY HIVER (one of the mouths of the GANGES) and
another vessel was attacked about 180 miles south of CALCUTTA.

Two British vessels were torpedoed by submarines at widely scattered
points on 2 April. One vessel was torpedoed approximately LS50 miles
southwest of BOMBAY (Lat. 16° N., Long. 68-30 E.) and another approximate-
ly 1000 miles 55W of CEYLOW (Lat. 15° 5., Lomg. 78=30 E.).

Mnconfirmed press reports describe an attack by U.S. Army bombers on
a Japanese Naval force at PORT BLAIR, ANDAMAY ISLANDS. An enemy crulser
and transport were said to have been set afire and two other vessels

damaged .

Burma. The W/0 has received an official message denying that the
enemy has cccupied AKYAB.

It is now thought that L4000 disleyal Burmese are in support of the
enemy along the PROME front. Of these, 1000 are opposite PROME on the
weat side of the IRRAVADDY RIVER.(Summary No. 110). J.I.C, Comment: Al-
though no substantial change in the situation is reported, the increasing
treachery of the Burmese natives, added to other British difficulties,
may lead to a further British retirement toward the north.

According to the Chinese, the Jaspanese have been reinforced nerth of
TOWGOO »

LASHIO was again bombed on the lst (Summary No. 11L).

Fhilippines. The situation remains substantially unchanged.

Christmas Island., Additional information reveals that Allied sub-
marines sank & Japanese cruiser (NATORI Class) and damaged another during
the enemy occupation of CHRISTMAS ISLAND.

J.I1.C. Comment: Previous information was to the effect that the

enery flagship had been struck by one teorpedo,
Australia. On 2 April, PORT DARWIN was raided by 7 hostile bombers,

ascorted by J0 fighters. A large quantity of aviation gasoline was de-
stroyed when an oll installation there was severely damaged.

fmmmn
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Melanesia. BUKA PASSAG™ (SOLOMON ISLANDS) was occupied by approxi-
ntalmnpn on 1 April. An enemy force of three heavy cruisers,
one light crulser, one destroyer and one transport was sighted there at
the same timo.

FAISI (SHORTLAND ISLAND, southwest of BOUGCAINVILLE) was cccupied on
the 3jlst. J.1.C. Comment; Additional information indicates that enemy
activity in the SOLOMON ISLANDS is increasing, presaging further ocoupa-
tions of the islands in this group in a southezastward penetration.

Weather conditions have prevented Allied air operations against
RABAUL»

Japanese Mandates. The Japanese¢ naval air forces in the MARSHALL-
| Glmﬂ; area have been reorganized. From all indications, air strength
| has been considerably incrceased in this sector.

| “ Far Eastern Waters. The effectiveness of U.5. submarine operations
| in the Western PALIFIC is reflected by continued escorts of troocp con-

voys from BAKO, PHESCADORES, to southern destinations.

| Japanese Mavy. There is good, though not entirely conclusive, ovi-
denece cate that the Japancs:e Navy now has ton or cleven battle-
ships either in operating condition or capable of almost immediate roadi-
ness for sea., The status of HARUNA, which was reported as sunk, remains
uncertain, but sincc Batdiv 3 (now balieved in the INDIES area) appears
to bz composed of four capital ships of the older types, the inferance
may be made that these are the four ships of the KONOO class which in-
cludos HARUMA. Although this entire class was completed by 1915, thzy ara
comparatively fast (26 knots), having becn built originally as battle

\ cruisers. It may b expcotod that they arc grouped togother as a single
anite

e China. Chiang Kai-Shek has approved the induction of the American
Volun¥oer Group into U.§. Servics. The tontative date of induction is
L July 1942,

2. ATLANTIC THEATER.

%. Reports have been reccived from usually reliable
sources Battleship RICHELIEU, at DAKAR, is to proceed to
FRANCE. (RICHELIEU is still in a somewhat damaged condition and her de-
gree of serviceability is not known.) The VICHY authorities have, how=
ever, denied that any such movement is contemplated. According to the
above mentioned report, the Battleship STRASBOURG, now at TOULON, is to
proceed to DAKAR, arriving on 5 April, and the light eruisers GLOIRE,
OFCROT LEYOUES, and MONTCALM, in addition to RICHFLIEU, are to procecd
from DAKAR to FRANCE. OLOIRE is known to have left DAKAR on 30 March
hzadad to the northward., No movements of the other vessols have besn re-
ported; RICHILIEU was still at DAKAR on 2 April, J.I.C. Commant: It ap-
poars probable that strong steps would be taken by the United Nations to
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prevent the French naval forces in the MEDITFRRANEAN from being
strengthened by the movement of RICHELIEU to a Buropecan or North African
port. This movement of French naval vesscls bears watching.

Nerwigian Ships. Of the Norwsgian ships which left GOTHENBURG, one
10,3&@%% e British port undamaged. Another was tor-
pedoed by aireraft and sunk 160 miles from ABFRDEEN. Thre: cnemy planes
were destroyed by British aireraft in the action.

WEST FUROPEAN THEATER,

Alr cperations, British targets, 1/3 Varch, wer: HAVRE, the Mat-
ford Tactory a 55Y, and railways in the vicinity of FRANKFURT.

MIDDLE EAST THEATIR.

The situation remains unchanged.
FAST FUROPEAN THEATER.

No change in the situwation.

(ff locesy /e =
. s:%, :
Captailr F., A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the centrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

India. Well informed sources in LONDON feel that there is no chance
of INOTKTs accepting the present plan presented to her. The principal
point of disagreement is apparently INDIA's request for absolute control
of the defense of INDIA.

Indian Ocean., The expected alr and submarine operations in the BAY
OF EEfGAL are definitely in progress. Two vessels have been attacked
recently by enemy planes in an area approximately 200 miles south of CAL-
CUTTA and on 1 April & hostile plane was reported 10 miles east of TRIN-
COMALFE, CEYLOMN (important British naval fuel depot). Enemy submarines
are operating further to the south and west. Two attacks have been re-

in an area in the ARABIAN SEA approximately 2L0 miles WSW of

COCHIN, INDIA, and near the LACADIVE ISLANDS.

Burma. J.I.C. Comment: Although there has been no further official
word on the force reported off AKYAB (Summary No. 113), a British commmni-
que has denied a Japanese landing there, thus refuting an earlier Chinese
press announcement to the contrary. :

TOUNGOO is in enemy hands, but the Chinese division from TOUNGOO and
that from MANDALAY (Summary No. 113) have joined forces north of TOUNGOO
and formed a line running roughly east and west, with small elements
slightly southeast and southwest of TOUNGCO.

In the PROME area, the British opened the SHWEDAUNG road block late
on the 30th (Susmary No. 113) and forces south of that point succeeded
in reaching FROME. During that same night the Japanese were reinforced
at SHWEDAUNG and are now thought to consist of two Japanese regiments,
supported by organized, armed Burmese numbering several thousand.

The enemy has complete air suwperiority. MAGWE (Summary No. 105) was
bombed twice on 31 March, and the LASHIO airfield and railway statlon re-
ceived an air raid the same day. Damage was slight in all three attacks.

ines. There is no significant change in the situation,
our forces trapped and defeated enemy attacks against the
center and left center of our Iines. Our antiaircraft continues its ef-
fective fire.

b l=dg-
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. The Japanese naval force in the MALAY area is being aug-
certain naval units.

Christmas Island. The unopposed selzure of CHRISTMAS ISLAND, re-
nent several times in the past, wag accomplished during the
night of 30-31 March by a hostile forece of three light cruisers, four
destroyers and two transports. The flagship of this force is reported
to have been hit by one torpedo from an Allied submarine.

Australia. The reorganization of Australian forces, undertaken
since Ueneral MacArthur's arrival there, is progressing satisfactorily,
largely because of prompt and decisive action on the part of the
Australians. The earlier public tendency toward defeatism is being re-
placed by a growing feeling of confidence and sclf reliance.

Melanesia. The enemy pemetration of Dutch West NEW GUINEA is re-
ported To have commenced.

Japanese air strength in the NEY BRITAIN area is expscted to be
greatly strengthened in the near future. Urgency is apparent in the
assembly and reorganization of the bomber groups. (Summary No. 113).

. Further information indicates that the land-based bombers will be

based at LAE and RABAUL, with one group for offensive operations in the
PORT MORESBY area. The second group will be employed against Allied
vessels and supplies in this area. A third group of seaplanes will be
used for patrol of the NEV BRITAIN arca and defense of this area
against Allied vessels.

e Mandates, There are indications that POMAPT (CAROLINE
ISLaN 8 eveloped as & submarine base. J.I.C. Comment: Sub-—
marine operations from JALUIT, major submarine base, have decrcased
since the U.5. naval attack on the MARSHALLS. The PONAPE area may be
considered more secure.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. The most intense submarine activity in the Western
ATLANTIC Theater during the past month has occurred off tho coast of
the UNITED STATES between the VIRGINIA CAPES and CAPT LOOKOUT, N. C.
Activity in that area has continued during the past fow days. No re-
ports have been roceived which indicate that the expected resumption
of submarine operations in the CARIBBEAN area has ocourred.

WEST EURCPEAN THEATER.

5t. Nagaire. Photographic reconnaissance reveals that tho seaward
lock gate 18 missing and the lock is floodod, as a rosult of the come
bined attack of 27-28 March.

" [DECLASSIFIED
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m Beginning with the heavy and succesaful raid en
the (Summary No. 9L), British air attacks on conti-
nental points have been conducted on a greatly increased scale. The
greatest of these attacks has been that on LUBECK, 28-29 March, in
which 163 tons of explosives and 146 tons of incendiaries were dropped.
The center of the city was set ablaze, the fire being visible for 100
miles, and several factory targets were razed or badly damaged.

Over LUBECK antiaircraft fire was weak, but fighter opposition
was severs. On the other hand, enemy fighters seen during daylight
fighter sweeps over FRANCE have generally evaded action.

There are indications of a rogroupment of Gorman air units in
HOLLAND, BELGIIM, and FRANCE, with the number of pursuit units in-
creased and the number of bombardment units decreased. Construction
of airfields has virtually ceased, and for three months there has been
no affort to increase stocks of mmitions and gasoline.

i France. Important cabinet changes arc probable, but it is
unlik will lose his post or that Laval will be appointed
in the near futurs., Laval returncd from PARIS without any real conces-
siona to overbalance the cbjections raised against him.

« The attempt to recrulit additional Spanish volunteers for
service RUSSIA has been a complete failure, not only because of re=-
porta of heavy losses and gresat hardships, but also because of com-
plaints of harsh treatmont by the Qermans., J,I.C. Comment; It has
been reported previocusly that tho commander of the Spanish divisien in
RUSSIA was on bad terms with the Cermans,

MIDDLE EAST THEATER.
Ho change in the situation.
EAST EUROPEAN THEATER.

Murmansk. Alr attacks on 31 March resulted in considerable damage

to port lacilities. The port is still congested, because of a shortage
of flat cars. Three ships may miss the next outbound convoy because of

various unnecessary delays.
]’jx @(a:{ ar
fpcume by i

Captain, F. As
*.“tu S‘Wl‘" J:I:Cs
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THE JOINT BOARD
Joint Intelligence Committee
Washington
NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reperted is from a competent
military or naval seurce actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR _EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

India. It is feared that a Japanese attack on CALCUTTA, even a
limited one, would cause & desertion of railway workers, with & re-
sulting serious disruption of railroad operations in that region, and
particularly in the BENOAL area.

The same considerations apply teo the munitions industry. Replace-
ment of these skilled workers will be practically ispossible, J.I.C.
Comment: Experience has proven, particularly in BURMA, that tha above
is true. It was necessary to scnd Chinese to RANGOON to unload U.S,
lend-lease supplies from ships in the harbor as all native coclies fled
from the city shortly after the initial Japanese air attack.

Indian Ocean. Japanese major offensive operations are belioved to
have Commenced.  The most probable immediate objuctive is merchant ship-
ping in the BAY OF BENGAL area, particularly at CALCUTTA. In addition
to the aircraft invalved, these operations are probably being supported
by S heavy cruisers, 10 destroyers, and 12 submarines.

On the 29th, a British tanker was bombed twice in an arca about 200
miles south of the mouth of the CGANGES RIVER.

Burma. By the 310th, the Chinesc had rocaptured the airdrome and sur-
rounded the encmy at NANGYUN (apparently slightly north of TOUNGOO0). Hos=-
tile forces withdrawing east and west were caught between the Chinese
division formerly at TOUNGOO and that formerly at MANDALAY.

British forces at SHYTDAUNG (10 miles south of PROME) attacked and so-
cured PAWGDE (25 miles southeast of PROME) on 29 March but subsequently
wers unable to dislodge strong enemy forces at PADIGON (slightly northwest
of PAUNGDE), despitc a British attack from the north starting at HMAWZA
(west of PROME). Meanwhile a mixed Burmesc-Japancsc fore: (Summary No.
110) erossod the IRRAWADDY from the west and occupied SHWEDAUNG. On the
30th, the British were attacking SHYEDAUNG from the north and south to on-
able troeps in PAINGDE to withdraw to PROME.

. The entire local population is actively assisting the enemy in the
PROME arca.

Aerial reconnaissance on 27 March rovealesd, off AKYAB, a Japancse
navel force consisting of two heavy cruisers, three light cruisers, five
destroyers, four troop transports, and two supply ships. J.I1.C. Cemment:
Pending confirmetion, this report should be acccpted with reserve,

i
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Phi ines. There is no change in the situation. Japanese forces
continuu , shclling and patrolling. In MINDANAO, a small body of
our troops staged a successful raid on ZANMBOANGA.

Notherlands East Indies. R.A.A.F. planes attacked the KOEPANG air-
dromc, dcstroying 81k enemy plancs and damaging at least six others on
the ground.

Melanesia. U.S. Army bombers attacked SALAMAUA and RABAUL, damag-
ing the runways at the SALAMAUA airfield.

There is considerable naval activity in the northern SOLOMON I5-
LANDS' arece, particularly in the vicinity of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
Numerous navel units, including heavy cruisers, have been sightcd there
during the past fow days. This sctivity may prosage operations of an
offensive nature to the southzast into the SOLOMONS or it may be for the
purposs of screening shipping activity at RABAUL.

Tha Jepancse bomber forco in MELANESIA has boon rcorganized. The
force will consist of approximatoly 100 bombers, basing at SALAMAUA, LAE,
and RABAUL.

Australia. PORT DARWIN was reided twice by the Japanese. Rumways

at tht airlfield were damaged. One enemy fighter was shot down and one
bomber dameged. There were no Allicd loases.

ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. During March ninc vessels werc sunk by enemy submarincs
in the vicinity of LIBERIA. Threc submarines are believed to be operat-
ing in that area at present.

Five or six enemy submarines are thought to have reached the en-
trances to the CARIBBEAN {Summary No. 111), but no recent attacks on ship-
ping in that area have been reported. (me additional submarine is be-
lieved to be in the vicinity of the FLORIDA STRAITS.

MIDDLT EAST THEATER.

Molta. Of the recent convoy to MALTA, one vessel was lost and one
damaged 8t sea by air attack, and one sunk and one damaged in harbor by
pir ettack. It is expected that tho greater part of the cargo of all of
these vessela, except thc first, can be recoverazd, so that substantial
relief was brought to MALTA.

Li « No changz in tha situation. The latest WD estimate of jixis
st-rmiﬂaum. In the forward arca: 20,000 Germans, with 23L tanks,
and 20,000 Italians with 87 tanks. In the TRIPOLI area, besides base
troops not available for combat, there are part of an Itallan armored
division (6,000 men, 150 tanks) and remmants of an Italian motorized
division (L,000 -mﬂ. The latter unit is thez Trento Division, badly used
up and recently removed from the forward area to receive roplacements,

-2=

' DECLASSIFIED




1

-l w ey -

——aE

L. EAST EUROPEAN THEATER.

Rocantly some 6,000 troops, trained during the winter, have de=
parted from KUIBYSHEV eastbound. J.I.C. Comment: It is remarkable
that trained Russian trocps should be moving eastward from the VCLOA
at this season. Although the Russian position in the east 1s not
free of danger, the more immediate threat is in the west. It may be
that these newly trained trocps arc to replace vetersn units to be
moved from SIBERIA to EURGPE.

There are continuing press reports regarding heavy [ighting in the
DONETS sector, but no officizl information has been received and no
substantial change in the situation has been indicated.

. .
Y e
A, SIDNEY ,FITL

Captain, F. A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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MOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary im the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from a competent
military or naval source actually present in the area under discussion.

FAR EAST AND PACIFIC THEATER.

India. An suthoritative source doubts that the Cripps’ migsion will
be effectlve or that any real change at all will result frem it.

Purma. J.I.C. Comment: The latest official information indicates
that heavy, but confused, fighting is continuing in the TOUNGOO area.

Along the PROME front, British units made contact on the 28th with
advanced hostile detachments near PAUNGDE (25 miles southeast of PROME) ,

Deficiencies in signal facilities and the absence of a plane warn-
ing system hac added to Allied difficulties in BURMA. Step by step the
enamy is ruining every air post there.

Melanesia., Enemy air activity was of a minor nature. Mo damages re-
sulted Trom yesterday's raid on PORT MORESBY.

1.S. bombers attacked the amirdrome at LAE, damaging the hangers and
runways there.

The expected penetration through northwest DUTCH NE® GUINEA appears to
be planned more as an exploration than as an effort at occupancy.

Australia. There was little damage as the result of the enemy raid on
poRT TARWIN.

Jﬁmua Her_rg. Very little information has been received in the past
two we on the Japanese Screening Force. One report has expressed the
opinicn that several units of this force, which is virtually the First
Fleet, have returned to home waters. This might indicate preparations for
sn attack., The present time, however, does not appear propitious for a
major offensive action since there are now only two carriers in home

waters believed in operating status and since a very large number of ships
of all types are undergoing repairs and overhaul following intensive opera=-
tions for nearly fosr menths in southern waters.

LATIN AMERICA.

Argentina. J.I.C. Comment: The DECEPTION ISLAND referred to in Sum-
mary Wo. s located in the SOUTH SHETLAND ISLANDS (approximately £00
miles southeast of CAP® HORN), not in SOUTH GEORGIA, as reported. The
British executed thorough demolitions there in March, i9Ll. 1If the Argen-
tine report is correct, it would indicate that new construction has oc-
purred there in the interim. The SOUTH SHRTLANDS are a British dependanecy
elaimed by ARGENTINA.

| DECLASSTFIED




3. ATLANTIC THEATSR.

German Ships. According to information believed to be reliable,
the mrrz, the Heavy Cruisers PRINZ EUGEM and HIPPER,
and the Pocket Battleship ADMIRAL SCHEER were all at TRONDHEIM on 31
March, J.I.C. Comment: In view of the foregeing, it is probable
that the Pocket Battleship reported at KIFL (Summary MNo. 111) and
identified as ADMIRAL SCHEER was actually LUETZOW, which had previous-
1y been reported at SWINFMUENDE.

Russian Co Route. The recent air and destroyer attacks off
NORTH CAPE, mm“ﬁ, on a convoy for RUSSIA (Summary No. 110) resulted
in the loss of two merchant vessels and the damage (extent unknown) of
a third. This damage resulted entirely from the air attack. Of the
three German destroyers which participated in the attack, one was sunk.
¥o Qerman naval units larger than destroyers were prasont.

MIDDLLC EAST THEATER.

LONDON believes that the many reports recently received regarding
an early sea and air offensivs timed to coincide with a new desert of-
fensive are German-inspired and intended to becloud true intentions.
Indications of any preparation for such cperations are completely lack-
ing. |

The situation in LIBYA remains unchanged.

5. EAST EUROPEAN THEATER.

¥No change in the situation,

¢ Hitey Boprim

Captain, F. A.
Asst. Secy., J.I.C.
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