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U.S, JOINT INTELLINENCE CQUITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent
offiecial sources,

ASIATIC THEAT'R

Burma, Japanese strength at RATHEDAUNG 1s estimated as 600 men
with six wheeled mortars, FEritish troops continuing their advance in
the MAYU PENINSULA have encountered no opposition except that of natives
at THAYETPYIN.

PACIFIC THEATER

New Guinea. On 4 January, a U.S. heavy bomber attacked MADANG,
where the airdrome appeared to be serviceable, LAE was attacked by
one heavy and six medium Lombers and six dive bombers, with unobserved
results, Seven light bombers strafed KOMIATUM and MUBO,

Allied forces maintalned pressure on SANANANDA and continued
mopping up at BUNA.

Enemy bombers again attacked CAPE NELSON. OCne was shot down,

A reconnaissance plane was also destroyed off GOCDENOUGH ISLAND.

Solomens, On BALLALE ISLAND a third landing strip appears to be
ready for use by enemy fighters and dive bombers,

On 5 January, five Fortresses attacked a heavy cruiser at BUIN,
No hits were cbserved. Six escorting Lightenings engaged twenty-five
enemy fighters attempting to intercept and destroyed three to five of
them, with a loss of two., During the mission, four enemy destroyers
and three cargo vessels were cbserved in the BEUIN - SHORTLAND area,

On 5 January nine Marauders dropped 4.5 tons of bombs on enemy
installations at WUNDA. Results were uncbserved. Enemy small craft
continue active near KOLOMBANGARA and WICKHAM ISLANDS. Enemy strength
on VANGANU ISIAND is estimated at 200, A confirmed report states that
an enemy light cruilser or large destroyer was sunk near WICKHRS ISLAND
during the period 26-29 December,

On 3 January, U,S5., ground forces on GUADALCANAL continued attacks
in the MOUNT AUSTEN area, gaining high ground in the enemy rear, Six
counter-attacks were repulsed, during which 150 of the enemy were
killed, ©On the following day mopping up continued and B4 of the enemy
ware kﬂlﬂd.

ﬁmm' Three Mitchells succesafully bombed and sank an enamy
vessel (3,000 tons) about 50 miles north of KISKA, One Libera=
tor scored one direct hit and two near misses on an enemy vessel (type
unreported) about 150 miles south of AGATTU,

Submarines, One of our submarines, returning from patrol, reports
sinking one possibly two enemy cargo ships in the Western Pacifie,
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ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines, The number of enemy submarines estimated to be at seg
in thls Theater is 113, Of this number, L9 sppear to be on passage,

No ship has been sunk within two hundred miles of our eastern coast
aince July, although attacks took place in September, October, and
November, There have been no attacks in the GULF OF JEXICO since

September,

German Naval Vessela, Aerial reconnalssance on 23 December showed
a ship, thought to be the GRAF ZEFFELIN (aircraft carrier), in the
fleating dock at KIEL. Wost of the guns had been removed from
SEYDLITZ (heavy cruiser) which was still at BREMEN,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

Submarines, The number of enemy submarines now active westward
from BIZERTA is believed to be eight or nine Italian and not more than

seven (German,

Adr operations, HReconnaissance, 2 and 3 January, indicated the
presence of 38 Axis planes, all types, at SIDI AHUED, 4 at LATEUR,
119 at EL AOQUINA, 16 (mostly rigm.erai at KATRQUAN, and 17 at GABES,

Eleven B-251s bombed KAIROUAN, i January, Other bombing missions
u; that and the preceding day were prevented by adverse weather condi-
tiona,

Cn 4 January, eleven unescorted B-26's were attacked by five
ME-109's at 4,000 feet, the first such test of the B-26!s defensive
capabllities, Two or three ME-109's were destroyed; one B-26 was

alightly damaged,

Tunisia, FONDOUK was seized (Summary No. 391) by thirty tanks
with Torried infantry. After losing ten to fifteen tanks, the enemy
withdrew eastward to regroup,

Only normal patrol activity is reported for 4 January,

Tripolitania. There is no change in the enemy situatich,

5. BEUROPEAN THEATER

Russian Front. The Soviets report a comtinuing advance in nerth
central CAUCASIA and claim to have recaptured NALCHIK, KOTLYAREVSKAYA,
and FPROKHLADNAYA, each important in the communications system of this
area, (FPROKHLADNAYA is at the junction of the southern and eastern
spurs of the main railway leading northwest to ROSTOV) The extent of
German resistance is not clear,

In and around STALINGRAD there appears to be little change in the
situation, though Russian dispatches indicate that the Soviets are
slowly improving their positions, The enemy continues a passive defense
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South and southwest of STALINGRAD and in the Lower and Mddle DoN
areas the Soviets apparently continue to press forward, but again, the
extent of the enemy's opposition is obscure. The Russians now report
the capture of TBH;’LIAHSIAHEM the DON about 125 miles northeast of
ROSTOV) and of LICROZOVSKAYA (on the STALINGRAD ~ LIKHAYA railroad about
80 miles east of its juncticn with the VORONEZH - ROSTOV railroad),

The situation on the Central Front appears unchanged,

Lacstectt & SrrmZag e

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUR
Lieutenant Colonel, (.5.C.
S=cretary, J.1.C.
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TANKERS

In the BATTLE OF THE SEA LANES

As of December 1-1942

CumaL ATIWVE MonTHLY ToTars : MiLLions ofF Gross Toms

0ED Lot

DECLASSIFIND
PED Letter, b-j

= Upper Line of Chart = 3
— Total Tanker losses of the United and Meutral Nations -
7l (3.225.463 gross tons as of December |¥ 1942) i
1 White Area of Chart B
= New Tanxer tonnage completed in the United Kingdom [
- (543,217 gross tons as of December (¥ 1942) =
- Segmented Area of Chart L
= New Tanker fonnage completed in the United States 2
2 {I.OO-.E}EG gross tons as of December ¥ I'{:'-GZ:I L
i = |
- 19450 :
-t NET LOSS -
= | 680,296 gross tons B
Statistical Section Division of Naval Intelligence December 30,1942
——




JOINT U.3. INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

DAILY SUMMARY

No. 391 Copy 1. af 7i
0800 > January 5, 1943,

dil‘..l(- “J oy
Raprudff&giaﬂ ‘P, the contents of
this Summary Qgﬂgj-%gited, except
by authorizati n, b e Joint U.3.
Chiefs of Staff. s

DECLASSIFIED

J08 memo, 1-4-74

By RHEP, NLR, Date Mﬂ.R l'i TEIN



1.

24

U.5. JOINT INTELLIGENCE COWYITIEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in
the text, it may be assumed that Informatlon reported is from compe-
tent official sources,

ASIATIC THEATZR

Bengal, At CALCUTTA, labor is reported to be rallying, but muni-
cipal services are not yet normal, Durlng the pericd 20-30 December,
350,000 departed.

Air operations. On 30 December, twelve Blenheims bombed the air-
fields at SHWEBO; on the 31lat, seven Wellingtons attacied AKYAR town
and airfleld, On 1 Jamuary, six B-25's bombed & railroad bridge near
MANDALAY ; next day, aix B-25's attacked the MONYWA airdrome,

PACIFIC THFATER

Tanimbar Islanda, Aerial reconnaissance reveals that the Japanese
are consolidating and expanding thelr positions., At NAIMLAKI five new
antiaireraft guns and many new machine-gun positions have been installed,

New Cuinea, On 3 Jonuary, all organized resistance in the BUNA
ares was destroyed, and Allied ground forces were engaged in rounding
up individual stragglers. Allled fighters machine-gunned about 75
Japanese who attempted to escape by swinming,

On the same day, Allied forces made slight advances against enemy
puait—inn; in the SANAMAKDA area (the only remaining pocket of resistance
in PAFUA).

On 3 January six U,S5. medium bombers attacked the L4E airdrome,
Three grounded alrcruft were hit and three fires were started in the
hangar area,

Cne U,S, heavy bomber attacked the town sguare and the airdrome
at MADANG, which is already being used by enemy aircraft., There are
indi cations that the enemy are extending land operautions from both
MADANG and WEWAK,

rcka, On 3 January one U,5, heavy bomber attacked shipping
at RABAUL, with unobserved results. A large fuel dump on land was
set afire, A large concentration of shipping still exists in this area,

Solomons, On 3 January, 26 enemy vessels were sighted in the BUIN-
TONOLEI area, Included were six heavy warships, five light cruisers,
and two destroyers, Four four-engined flying boats were also sighted,
This enemy concentration was attacked by several flights of heavy and
medium U,5, bombers escorted by fighters, Our planes met very heavy
antiaircraft fire, which destroyed one of them and damaged others. C(nly
near misses were scored on the enemy.
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MUNDA was subjected to a series of attacks by U.5., planes on the
3rd, 4th, and 5th and was frequently covered by patrol bombers,

Early in the morning of the 5th MUNDA was heavily bombarded by a
U,8, surface task force, after alrcraft illuminated the target area
with flares, No enemy vessels were encountered, Later in the morning
this task force was attacked south of GUADALCANAL by ten enemy dive
bombers and fifteen fighters, Four intercepting U.5. fighters shot down
four dive bombers and probably destroyed two more, The remaining enemy
planes retired.

ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines., No great changes are apparent in the number or dis-
position of enemy submarines, The number estimated to be at sea in
this theater is 105, disposed principally as fellows: in the area
ICELAND - IRELAND - AZORES- NOVA SCQTIA - NE/FOUNDLAND, about 50,mostly
in the south-central and southeasten partsj in the area GIBRALTAR -
CANARY ISLANDS - AZORES, sbout 5; within 1,000 miles to the westward
of the last named area, about 12; in the area between WEST AFRICA and
1ESSER ANTILIES - GUIANAS = NORTERN BRAZIL, about 15, mostly in the
southwestern and western parts, In the area west of the line HALIFAX =
TRINIDAD there appear to be only 2 submarines, one in the wvicinity of
CAPE SARLIE and the other in the WESTERN CARIEEEAN. In the wlcinity of
the CAFE OF GOOD HOFE there appears to be ncne,

Mo mew reports of submarine sttacks on shipping have been received
gince the last Summary.

In the report of shipping losses given under this heading in
Summary No. 388 (January 2) the 300,000 gross ton losses which occurred
during December were erronecusly stated to have occurred during November,
and the 755,000 gross ton losses which cccurred during November were
erroneously stated to have occurred during December, In the other state-
ments there made regarding December losses the month was correctly
stated. A dlagram showing monthly shipping losses through November
was sppended-. to that Summary (the Ngvember losses shown in that dia-
gram were about 745,000 gross tons), The losses now reported to have
occcurred during December amount to about 270,000 gross tons for the
ATLANTIC Theater and about 40,000 gross tons for other theaters, or a
total of about 310,000: tons for all theaters, During November, losses
in the ATLANTIC Theater alone amounted to about 660,000 gross tons,

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

Adr operations., Enemy alr attacks on BONE continue, with damage
to shipping. daylight, L January, 107 German planes (JU 87!s,
ME 109's, FW 190's) attacked, of which 4 or 5 ware destroyed and §
damaged, Next day the attack was continued by 89 enemy alreraft, of
which & or 7 were destroyed and 4 damaged, Six enemy aircraft were
over BONE during the night of 2/3 Januaryj one was destroyed.

During 2 January BISKRA alsc was bombed by nine enemy aircraft,
causing slight damage, TTEESSA and GAFSA alsoc were bombed.
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fn 2 January, twenty B-17's, escorted by P-38'a, bombed LA GOULETTE,
scoring hits on two ships, the shipyard and drydock, the loading depot,
and a military camp, In additicn to intense and accurate antliaireraft
fire, some 45 German and JTtalian fighters intercepted. Ten B=171a were
damaged by antiaircraft fire; only two by fightera, They destroyed
17 = 27 fighters and damaged 15 others, The P-38'a destroyed 2 = 4
enemy fighters and damaged two., Two F=38's were lost,

On the same day ten Wellingtons bombed BIZERTA, thirteen [B-T's
attacked docks and shipping at SOUSSE, and twelve B-26's bombed a rall-
road bridge near EL DJEM, That night Wellingtons again bombed LA GOULETTE,
TUNIS, and SOUSSE.

%nh. On 2 January, Allied tanka, supported by artillery,
reconncitered in force to a line extending from GRICH EL OUED through
the road junction three miles ‘northwest of KASR TYR to & point seven
miles east of BOU ARADA. Little cpposition was encountered,

Cn the same day 79 Allied fighters and 15 light bombers attacked
50 enemy tanks moving on FONDOUK (aix miles southeast of PICHCN)s The
enemy bombed FONDOUK and subseguently cccupled it with a foree including
25 tanks, (A press communigque indicates that the enemy was eventually
expelled from FONDOUK and withdrew toward KAIRCUAN,)

Tripolitania, There was no change in the situation, 3 January.

EUROFEAN THEATER

Mr operations. The S5T. NAZAIRE raid, 3 January (Summary No. 390},

caused much damage to rolling stock and buildings in the dock area,
Enemy plane casualties through bomber action are provisionally placed
at 38 destroyed, 10 probably destroyed, and L damaged,

Russian Front. The Russians report further gains in all active
sectors, including the capture of CHERNISHEOV (on the STALINGRAD -
LIKHAYA railroad about A7 miles due north of TSINLYANSK)., Available
German reports emphasize Soviet attacks and Soviet losses, Only on the
Central Front do they indicate an active German defense,

Zoiitl PmTague

LUDHELL L, MONTAGUE
Lieutenant 'GOlﬂm’ G45.C.
Secretary, J«1.C.
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S ... ;:ov: reisiacs cavnrs

NCOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent
officlal sources,

ASIATIC THEATER

Burma, The Japanese in the MAYU FENINSULA have disappeared,
Aerial patrols report the entire west coast to be apparsntly clear of
the enemy; inland, no movement has been detected, At RATHEDAUNG, how-
ever, the enemy has established a defensive position,

FACIFIC THEA'

New Guinea, On 2 January, LAE was heavily attacked by twelve med=
ium bombers, thirteen light boubers and thirteen fighters, lany fires
were started, including a fire in a supply dump, and one enemy
fighter was destroyed on the ground,

Three medium bombers on the daily attack missions along the BUNA-
SALAMAUA coast strafed 20 - 30 fugitive Japanese swimming about a half-
mile offshore from SANAMANDA FOINT.

EUNA HISSION was captured on 2 January., The only enemy remaining
in the BUNA area are now confined to a small pocket west of GIROFA
CREEK, which has been completely surrounded,

On the same day, the government station at TUFI (CAFE NELSON)
:;b:mccaumlly attucked by nine enemy planes, reported to be dive

'S

HBlamarcks, The concentration of enemy shipping at RABAUL is now
smaller hat previcusly reported, Photographic reconnaissance
en the 3rd revealed 56 ships in the harbor, including six destroyers,
four submarines, two torpedo boats, and a minelayer. Another minelayer
was sighted off MIOKI ISLAMD (DUXKE OF YORK Gﬂurg.

Selomons, On 1 January enemy troops were landed at TECP (north-
east tip of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND).

On 2 January eight medium bombers escorted by eleven fighters
strafed enemy flcat plenes and supply installations at REKATA BAY.

The enemy apjears to be strengthening his positions throughout
the SOLOVON area, particularly in the NEW GEORGIA ISLANDS. Enemy
partiea were observed at ROVIANA LAGOON and KUVUKUVU ISLAND. The south-
eastern part of KOLGUBANGARA ISL/ND ia being cccupied in force and an
estimated strength of 4LOO men were observed at VILA, Enemy barges were
sighted in KOLO LAGOON and a midget submarine near VANGUNU ISLAND, where
a base for such craft probably exists,

On GUADALCANAL our ground forces continue patrolling, with increased
;;t.ivit.;r in the MOUNT ALUGTIN area, Enemy casualties are estimated at

to 35,

During the evening of 2 January, eleven U.S, motor torpedo boats
engaged elght enemy destroyers (believed to be those referred to in
Summary No. 389) in isolated encounters in the northern CUADALCANAL area,
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One torpede hit is reported cn one destroyer, and three probable hits on
two others, One torpedo boat was slightly damaged by a bomb from an
enemy plane. It is believed that no troops were landed, but that a
large quantity of supplies, including rice in drums, concentrated foods
in water proof containers, and six-inch ammunition were thrown into the
water to drift to the beach, After daylight, all visible supplies in
the water were destroyed by our motor torpedo boata,

3, ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines, Little change is apparent in the disposition of enemy
submarines in this Theater, The number estimated to be at sea is 103,
About one-third of this nunber appears to be on passage.

Cn 3 January an 8,000-ton tanker in an eastbound trans-Atlantie
convoy was torpedoed and sunk about 950 miles northeast of BiRBADOS.

4e  MEDITERRANEAN THEATER

r rations. CASADIANCA was again bombed, on the night of
31 DH:EE,E about six FW 200's. BONE harbor was also twice attacked
on that date by dive bombers, fight-bombers, and fighters, with soue
damage to shipping.

During 31 December, twelve B-2fi's bombed the GARFS airdrome, six-
teen B=17's bombed harbor instrllations at SFAX, twenty-one dive bombers
attacked docks and railread yards st SOUSSE, and five B-26's attacked
bridges and shipping between TUNIS and BIZERTA., That night Wellingtons
borbed BIZEHTA harbor,

1 January, nine B-26!'s bombed the railrcad yards at TUNIS
and eighteen B-1T7's atticked the harbor. Adverse weather prevented
further attack in that area, That night Wellingtons bombed PALFRLC.

The results of these bombings range from very satisfactory to
excellent, Reports indicate intense and accurate heavy and light anti-
aireraft fire at BIZEWTA, TUNIS, and S0USSE; moderate heavy and intense
light antiaireraft fire at SFAX and GAEES.

Four enemy glidera are known to have landed behind Allied lines
in TUNISIA during the last four days of December, The crews of two have
been captured, as have some enemy parachutlsts,

M'F% Slight artillery fire in the extreme north is the only
enamy activity reported, 1 January, in addition to normal patrolling,

Enemy forward positions in the north recain unchianged, Southward they
follow the general line POINT DU FAHS - OUED KEHIH RESFRVOIR = DJUEEL FAR NA
(13 milea south of T'ONT DU FAHS) = edge of the escarpment to DNEEEL
OUSSELAT = eastern outskirts of FICHON - SIDI NACEUR aLLAH,

Tripolitania, The situation remains unchanged,
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EURQITAN THEATER

Alr Operations, ST NAZATHE submarine pens were attacked 3 January
by a strong force of B-24s and B-17s, Details are not yet available,
but the attack is reported successful, desplte accurate and intense
heavy antiaireraft fire and strong fighter opposition, Freliminary
reports indicate that the enemy suffered heavy losses,

sian Front, The Russians report the occupation of ELKHOTOVO
(20 &Eu north of ALAGIR) and MOZDCK and state that their advance is

cort inuing to the north and northwest.

The Soviets apparently now hold the initiative on all the remain-
ing active sectors, but recent gains have been comparatively small,
except for those south and scuthwest of STALINGRAD and in the VELIKIE
LUKI area, Southwest of STALINGRAD, the Russians are reported
to have taken RENONTNAYA (about 25 miles socuthwest of KOTELNIKOVO) and
to be moving forward. Enemy resistance in this area does not agpear to
be very strong, Soviet dispatches con erning the fighting near VELIKIE
LUKI indicate that the Russians have made further gains and are approach
ing NOVOSOKOLINIKI,

x‘ﬂwz"ﬁ’zn@u

LUDMELL L. KONTAGUE
Lieutenant Colonel, G.5.C.
Secretary, J.I.C.
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U.S,s JOINT INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent offi-
elal sources.

ASIATIC THEATER
No reported change in the situation.

FACIFIC TER

Timor. EEACO and LORE, both on the scutheast coast, have been
occupled by the Japanese, ILICMAR remains uncccupied, Large supply
dumps are reported to be at LAGA and LAIVAI,

Hew Guinea, On 1 January, our tanks drove a 400-yard wedge into
the enemy positions between SINEMI CREEXK and GIROPA FOINT, GSevere
fighting continues near the old strip, In the BUNA MISSION area the
wedge in the enemy position has been expanded,

Cn 31 December photographs of LAE revealed five medium bombers
(one of which was afire) and L2 fighters (36 of which were definitely
destroyed or damapged, and the rest unserviceable), On 1 Jamuary our
dive bombers strafed and bombed SANANANDA POINT and SALAVRUA with
effective results,

Bismarcks, On 1 January coordinated attacks were carried out
enemy shipping and airfields at RABAUL. One large and one
medium size transport were hit and left burning., The concentration
of shipping in this area is still large, but is mainly composed of
merchant vessels, Three heavy bombers raided the airfield at GASVATA
and shot dewn one of five intercepting fighters,

Solomeons. Our planes continue to raid the enemy airfield at MUNDA,

On 2 January five heavy bombers attacked ten Japanese destroyers
near GIZ0 ISLAND (MEW GEORGIA GROUP), without result, the enemy vessels
continuing on their course, Subsequently these destroyers were attacked
by nine dive bombers escorted by ten fighters, Direct hits were scored
on two of them and & near miss on a third; cne was heavily afire,
ancther apparently sinking. The enemy changed course and withdrew
toward MUNDA., One enemy fighter was alsc shot down, out of ten which
intercepted,

8, A U.5. submarine returning from patrol in Far Eastern
waters reports having sunk a transport (HOKKAI LARU Class, B,360 tons)
and having possibly damaged a cargo vessel (4,000 tons),
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ATLANTIC THEATER

Submarines, Little change in number or dispceition is apparent,
Except for one enemy submarine in the vieinity of CAPE SABLE and one
on the EASTERN CARIEEFAN, none is believed to be weat of a line from
HALIFAX to TRINIDAD, Little new in the way of activity against shipping
is reported,

C ers. On 1 Jenuary a 10,000-ton blockade runner from
the F were ted by & British aircraft and subsequently over—
hauled northwest of CATE FINISTERRE by a British cruiser, The blockade
runner was scuttled by her crew, This is the third blockade runner
(or submarine supply vessel) sunk in this area and the fifth sunk in
all areas during the past six weeks, Of the other two, one was inter=
cepted and sunk in the B0UTH ATLANTIC and the other in the INDIAN CCEAN«

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER.

rocco, The attack on CASABLANCA, early on 31 December, was made
by five or six F#=200's from BCRDEAUX, Except for rare minor attacks
on ICELAND last summer, this type has not been used to bomb land tar
gets for about two years, The raid caused no damsge other than to civilit
&n persons and property in the Arab guarter,

Tunisia, There is no reported change in the situation, Air attacks
continue against railroad and port facilities and shipping at SCOUSSE
and S8FAX, The GABES airdrome was alsc bombed,

Tripolitania, The enemy defensive position extends from a point
on the coast five miles northwest of BUERAT westward and southwestward
fifty miles to the vicinity of BIR UMM ER-RAML, British patrols were
in contact, 1 January,

EURCPEAN THEATER

Russian front, No further development of the situation is reported,
The German communigue is passively defensive in tone,

M(f’&n@m

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Lieutenant Colonel, G.35.C.
Secretary, J.I.C.
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U.5, JOINT INTELLIGENCE COR ITTEE

NCTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent of=
ficial sources,

1. ASIATIC THEATER.

2.

Burma. In the VAYU PENILSULA advancing British troops encountered
two Japanese companies with mortars and machine-guns at THITKADO, 28
December,

The Japanese recccupled RATHEDAUNG, 27 December. Three days later
British units counterattacked and seized an enemy position five miles
north of that place.

It appears that the enemy, having overestimated the strength and
rupidity of the British advance, have now reconsidered,

Allied planes continue active in this area, On the 28th, VAGWE was
attecked by six bombers and seven fighters, and hits were scored on & run-
way and on dispersal pens there. There was no opposition. The following
day B-2L's attecked shipping in the RANGOON vicinity, apparently disabling
& 6000-ton oil tanker nearing the HANGOON river and setting afire s 5000-
ton freighter, RANGCON bound, in the GULF OF LARTABAN. One enemy plane,
but no antiaircraft, was encountered, On 30 December P-40's and P=i3's on
reconnaissance attacke. six Japanese Zeros as they were taking off from
LASHIO field, probably destreying one and dsmaging ancther. The same day
E-25's raided the airfield at SHMIEBO, scoring hits on revetments, hangars,
and dispersal areas and starting an oil fire on the edge of the TUnNWay s

Yunnan. On the 30th, B-25's escorted by P-40's attacked enemy troops
and supplies six miles east of LUNGLING. All bombs hit the target and
several fires were started. ZEnemy personnel and barracks were strafed by
the P=40's,

PACIFIC THEATER.

Timor. The Jap:nese are consolidating and extending their positions
in the eastern part of the island. Reconnaissance reveals that they are
moving troops from BaUCAU on the northeast coast to BAGUIA and other
Foints in the interior and to ILIOVAR on the southeast coast,

ew Guinea. On 31 December WERAUKE, in Dutch NE! GUINEA, was again
bombe een twin-engine army heavy bembers, There was some damage
but the dock area was not hit. This raid and the one of the previous day
are the first instances known of the use of army type aireraft in this
arsa, It 1s probable that these planes were based either on BOBO or BORLI
(on the west and north coasts of Dutch NE4 GUINEA, respectively),

On 31 December Allied ground forces occupled the coastal spit southe
west of BUNA MISSION and contact was established between our forces in the
Government Garden Ares and those in the Landing Strip Area,
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On the same duy an Allied striking force of six light bombers and
twelve medium bombers, escorted by eleven fighters, attacked the LAE
airdrome. Fires were started, and six grounded sircraft were strafed,
Twelve enemy fighters intercepted, Of these, eight, probably nine,
were shot down and others were damaged, All our eircraft returned.

smarcks, {n 31 December cne 1,5, heavy bomber attacked GASMATA
unmhigim the runway and setting fire to one enemy bomber,

Cn the same day aerial reconnaissance of the KAVIENG airdrome re—
vealed intense activity. The runway was being resurfaced and the dis-
persal bays enlarged. Twenty-three fighters and thirty medium bembers
were sighted. A cargo vessel and three light cruilsers or destroyers
were in the harbor,

A new type of large submarine with a long conning tower was sipghted
in WIDE BAY (southeast NEW BRITAIN),

lomons, Om 31 December, BUKA and BUIN were each attucked by a U.S.
pltm s

Cn the same day, the KOKUI'BOMA ares on GUADALCAMAL (where enemy divi-
sion headguarters are belleved to be located) was attacked by U.S. dive-
bombers,

Aerdal reconnaissance, 1 January, revealed four enemy battleships or
heavy crulsers and six destroyers in the FAISI-BUIN area. Also cbserved
were two destroyers at SHORTLAND MARBOR, two cargo vessels at TONOLEI, and
one trensport near MATFU ISLaND.

eutians, On 1 Junuary, the two recently arrived cargo vessels st
KISEA ag were attrcked, Six heavy bombers, escorted by nine fighters,
straddled the sualler vessel with bombs, csusing probable damage, The
larger vessel showed evidence of fire. (me of six intercepting enemy
fighters was shot down., 3Six enemy float fighters were cbserved on the
beach in the harber, ;

3. ATLANTIC THEATER.

Submarines. A 5000-ton tanker is now reported to have been torpe-
doed In the westbound Trans-Atlantic convoy mentioned in yesterday's und
preceding Summaries, bringing the total number of vessels torpedoed in
this convoy to fifteen. Of this number eleven (with & gross tonnage of

! 56,000) are now considered as sunk,

On 1 January a U.5. Navy patrol plane made a promising attack on an
enemy sutmarine, about 200 miles north of PARAVARIEO,

The reported losses of shipping during the month of November now
amount to about 300,000 gross tens, This compares with losses of about
755,000 gross tons during December (including losses incurred in connec-
tion with cperations in NORTH AFRICA) and with a monthly average for the
first eleven months of the year of 692,000 gross tons, Delayed reports
will undoubtedly increase the December losses over the amount now re—
ported, possibly by as much as 100,000 gross tons. About 260,000 grosa
tons of the reported December losses occurred in the ATLANTIC Theater,
prineipally as the result of submarine attack,
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Tunisia. The weather remains clear and ground conditions are im-
proving., 1In the HTIDOUS ares, hostile artillerv was active, 31 Decem—
ber, but no further advance iz reported. Intensive hostile patrolling
is indicited in the I'ICHON area and, for the first time, enemy artil-
lery activity is reported in that sector, French artillery fire has
apparently forced the enery to abandon & pass about 17 miles northeast
of FICHON. Mo material change in the generw.l situation is evident,
however,

Iripolitania, There is no reported change in the enemy situation,

The numbers given in yesterdoy's Summary as & British maximum esti-
mate of aAxdls strength in TRIFOLIT/NIA refer to total ration strength as
of 31 December. The previous estimate referred to was of strength avail-
able in the EL AGHEILA area only, 25 November. There is no indication of
reinforcement having arrived in TRIPOLITANIA during December,

5+ EUROFEAN THECATEH.

salan + Soviet dispatches report gains southeast of NALCHIK.
Elaewhere CaliCASIA the situation is unchanged.

The Russian advance south and southwest of STALINGRAD spparently
continues, The Soviets now report the capture of ELISTA in the south, and
they appear to have further widened their advanece to the scuthwest of
STALINGRAD,

No notable chenge is spparent in the situation at STALINGRAD and in
the MIDDLE DON area, On the central fromt, however, the Russlans claim to
have taken the important rail junction, VELIKIE LUKI.

& =

A. SIDNE FORD,#IIL
Vajor, F. A.
Deputy Secretary, J.I.C,
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2.

U.5. JOINT INTELLIGNCT COl2 ITTEE

NOTE: Unless there is definite indication to the contrary in the
text, it may be assumed that information reported is from competent of=-
ficial sources,

ASTATIC THEWTER.
No reported change in the situation,

PACIFIC THEATER.

Timor. On 28 December, one enemy force of LOD attacked Allied troops
in the MAOBISSE and EETANO areas. One Allied detachment withdrew eastward
and another was isolated,

There is continued evidence of enemy shipping activity at LAIVAI.

New Guinea. On 30 December, 22 enemy bombers destroyed half of the
village of VERAUKE, but caused no military casualties, :

U.S. heavy bombers on armed reconnaissance attacked WEWAK, MNADANG and
LAE, where fires were started and four planes were destroyed on the runway.

Allied ground units continued pressure in the SANANANDA-BUNA area
without materlal change in positions, Captured enemy equipment in the SANA-
NANDA area includes British and American small arms,

Bismarcks, A concentration of 75 large and medium vessels at RABAUL
was attacked on 30 December by seven U,5, heavy bombers, Explosions and
fires were started on two large unidentified vessels; direct hits were
made on an 8,000-ton transport, and a near miss on a 10,000-ton transport.

A new runway and other improvements were observed at VAIAKANAU air-
drome, Twenty medium borbers and thirteen fighters were there.

Solemons, On 29 December cur dive bombers and fighters carried out
two m strafing attucks on two eneny cargo vessels near VANGUNU
ISLAND (NEV GEORGIA GROUF), Both vessels were last observed afire and
were a total loss,

On 30 December, dive bombers and fighters attacked enemy installations
at REKATA BAY. Enecy barges at VANGUNU ISLaND were also strafed by [ight-
ers, Reconnaissance of the FAISI-BUIN ares revealed only slight shipping
activity,

On 31 December, six medium bombers escorted by twelve fighters at-—
tacked enemy instullations at LUNDA. No enemy aircruft were observed on
the field or in the air. Antiaireraft fire was heavy, but ineffective,

Activity on GUADWLCANAL was confined to patrelling,

_&%ﬂ; A U.5, submarine returning from patrol in Far Eastern
Waters reports having sunk two enemy cargo vessels and one destroyer, An-
other sutmarine sank an enemy cargo vessel or transport (6,000 tons).
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aleutians, On 30 December three medium bombers escorted by fourteen
fighters attacked enemy installations at KISKA, Enemy fighter float
planes Intercepted and shot down two U.S5, fiphters. One enemy fighter was
seen to crash, A U.S, bomber was also shot down, probsbly by antiaireraft
fire. Two enemy cargo vessels were bombed, with unobserved results,

Next day five heavy bombers and eight medium bombers attacked the two
cargo vessels at KISKA. Observed results were three hits on one and two
on the other, with smoke and heavy explosions, During this attack our
planes encountered cnly one enemy fighter float plane,

Later photographic reconnaissance at IISKA revealed sis enemy float
planes on the beach and the two cargo vessels in the harbor,

ATLANTIC THEATER,

Submarines, No great change is apparent in the number or disposition
of enemy su ines. The estimated number at sea in the Theater is 112,
Nearly 60 are in the area ICELAND-IRFLAND-AZORFS-NOV/. SCOTIA-NE ‘FOUNDLAND,
mostly in the south-central part, About 20 are in the area between WEST
AFLICA and IESSER ANTILLES-GUIANAS-NCRTHERY BRAZIL, with concentrations in
the southwestern and northwestern parts, About 15 are in the area
GIBRALTAR-CANARIES-AZORES or nearby. Only one appesars to be in the vieini-
ty of CAF"TO/IN. There have been no recent reports of any in the eastern
vicinity of the CAFE OF GOOD HOFE.

No reports have been received indicating that any additional vessels
in the westbound Trans-Atlantic convoy mentioned in recent Summaries have
been lost or damaged; considerable numbers of enemy submarines are in the
vielnity if not in contact, Another cargo vessel (5,000 gross tons) is re-
ported to have been recently sunk by submarine attack off the north coast
of BRAZIL, bringing the December total of reported sinkings in that ares to

1.
The total loss of ship,ing during December appears to have been well
below the monthly average for the year,

North Norwegian Waters. Action between British and Cerman surface
forces resulted gunfire damage to a German crulser - presumably HIFFER,
KOLN, or NURNEERG - and the probable sinking of a German destroyer before
contact was broken off,

VEDITERRANEAN THEATER,

Morocco. An attack on CASABLANCA by German long-range bombers caused
no damage to U.5. naval ships or shore installations.

Tunisia, There was considerable enemy activity in the JEFNA area dur-
ing the night of 29/30 December, but no offensive action developed during
the followlng day. The enemy is entrenching in the DJEFEL BOU TOUIL area
(18 miles southwest of MATEUR).

The enemy occupied HEIDOUS during the night of 28/29 December, after
severe fighting on the two preceding days (Summary No. 385). Some in-
filtration southwestward from HEIDOUS is reported,
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Enery reinforcements are reported to have reached forward areas to
the scuthward, but no further offensive actlon has developed. HRecent
activity in the GABES area is believed to have been related principally
to the passage of supplies,

Tripolitania, The enemy continues his activity within positions
along the general line of the VADI ZEX Z®', To the south his forces
were reported withdrawn (afternoon, 30 Dececber) from BU NOEM, after set-
ting fire torthe. fort, On that day British patrols were operating aleng
& line extending from Axis positions eleven miles VSW of BUERAT south-
westward and southward to BU NGEM. The eneny lost 16 planes, 2930 Decem-
ber, as he increasea the scale of attacks on forward positions and landing
grounds,

According to British maxdmum estimate, enemy strength in TRIFOLITANIA,
31 December, consisted of 62,000 men (of which 40,000 were Cermans), 100
tanks (including 70 German), 370 antitank guns, and 330 field and medium
guns, As compared with the last general estimate (Summary No, 359), these
figures represent & doubling of persomnnel and a fifty percent inerease in
tanks and guns, The estimated increase consists principally of German
troops and materiel,

ei;r inuﬁatium. Abcut B0 tons of H.E. were dropped during the B-17
attack on submarine pens, 30 December (Summary No. 386). The
bombe are reported to have been well placed, many hits being scored on the
target. Enemy losses from our bomber action are now placed at 28 aireraft

destroyed, 9 probably destroyed and 4 damaged,

Russian Front., No reported change in CAUCASIA.
west and south of STALINGRAD, the Russions repert a continuing

advance which has overrun additionsal but unnamed villages., On the lower
DCN, they claim the capture of NIZHNE-CHIRSKAYA, near the DON-CHIR con-
fluence, and of CBLIVSKAYA, about 30 miles to the northwest en the STALIN-
(RAD-LIKHAYA railway. In STALINGHAD and northwest of the ecity, the Soviets
appear to have made further slight gains,

The situation in the MIDDIE DON sector is apparently unchanged, Sup-
ply difficulties have proved to be a major Russian problem in this area,

Soviet attacks continue against the German garrison surrounded at
VELIKIT LUKI, but without apprecisble gain, Attacks and counterattacks
weat of RZHEV have apparently failed to materially alter the situation,

Ladoett & Donipuc

LUDWELL L. MONTAGUE
Lieutenant Cclonel, G.S.C.
Secretary, J.I.C.
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CumuLative MontHoy ToTaLs :

Upper Line of Chart

TotaL merchant marine losses of the United and Neutral Nations
(17,612,590 gross tons as of December ® 1942)

Upper White Area of Chart
Mew merchant vessels completed in the United i{lnr_ult;rn
(3,163,741 gross tons as of December |7, 1942)

Lower White Area of Chart
Mew merchant wessels completed in the Dominien of Canada
[ 506,950 gross tons as of December |, 1942)

Segmented Area of Chart
Mew merchant vessels completed in the United States
(5,917,239 'gross tons as of December I*, 1942)

1940

THE BATTLE OF THE SEA LANES

As of December |

1942

MiLvions of Oross Tows

1942
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