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U. S. JOll/T lii'I'ELLIOENCE IXll!ITTEE 

NOFE: Unless there io detinito indication to the contracy in the 
te.xt, it me.y be assumed that information r eported 1o !rom comp&tent 
official sources . 

Bunna, Japanese strength at RATHEDAUJIG is estimated as 600 men 
with 'OIX'"'Wheeled mortars. British troops continuing their advance in 
the YAYU PENINSULA have encountered no opposition except that of natives 
at TIIAYEI'PYl!l . 

2, PACIFIC THEATER 

New Cuinea , On 4 January, a U.S. heavy bomber attacked I!ADANC, 
where the a:irclrome appeared to be aerviceable. LAE was attacked by 
one heavy and aix medium Lomber s and 8i.x dive bombers 1 w1 th W'I.Observed 
results , Sevan lig)>t bombers stratod KQ.CIATUll and IIUBO. 

Allied forces maintained pressure on SANANANDA and continued 
mopping up at BUNA, 

EnGm¥ bombers again attacked CAPE NELSoN. One wae shot down, 
A reconnaissance plane wae also destroyed ott GOODENOUGH ISLAND. 

Solomons . On I!ALLAIE I SLAND a third landing at rip appsars to be 
ready for use by enemf fighters and dive baobers , 

On 5 January, five Fortresses attacked o heavy cruiser at 8UIN, 
No hits were observed, Six escorting Lightaninge engaged twenty-five 
enemf fighters attl!rnl-til\8 to intercept and destroyed three to five of 
them, with a loss ot two. During the mission, f our enemy destroyer8 
and three cargo vessels were observed in the SUIN - SHORrLAND area , 

On 5 January nine llaraudera dropped 4,5 tons of bombs on enemy 
installations at l!UIIllA , Resul te were unobserved , Enemy small craft 
continue active near KOLCIJBANGARA and II'ICKIW! ISLANDS . Enecy etrength 
on VANCANU lSLAmJ ia estimated at 200. A confirmed report states that 
an enemy lig)>t cruiser or large destroyer was s unk near "'ICKHH ISLAND 
during the period. 21>-29 December. 

On 3 January, U,S, ground forces on GUADALCAIIAL continued attacks 
in the J.fOUNT AUSTEN area, gaining hi gh ground in the enem,y rear, Six 
counte,....ttacka were N>pulsed, during which. 150 of the enemy were 
killed, On the following day 1:10pping up continued and 84 or the enoey 
were ki.l.hd. 

Aleutians, Thre e llitchells succeestully bombed and sank an enem,y 
merchant veesel (3,000 tone) about 50 miles north ot KISKA. One Libera­
t.or scored one direct hit and two near miseea on an enemy veseel (type 
unreported) about 150 miles south or AGATTU, 

Submarines , One o! our aubmarines, returning f rom patrol, reports 
oinking one and po .. ibly two enemf cargo ahipe in the Weetem Pacific, 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS memo, 1-4-74 

•• - By RllP , NLR, Date 

Regraded Unclassified



J , ATI..\HTIC THEATER 

Su'bol&rinee, The nwnber or •'*'¥ euanarinee estimated to be nt sea 
in thla Theater io ll) , ot this number, 49 ap~ear t o be on paseago , 

No ship hu been aunk within two hundred odles ot our eastern ooaat 
since Jul.,y1 although at tacks took place in $eptember , October, and 
Novuber, Thoro have been no attacks in tho GIILF OP I'EXICO since 
s e.,.tember. 

Gel'IIIAII Naval Veuela , Aerial reooMaiaoance on Z,3 !)eeocber ahowed 
a ahip, tho\l&ht to be tho CRAI' Zl!:FP&LDI (aircraft carrier ) , in the 
floating dock at xm.. !.!oat or the guna had been remove<! rro .. 
SEYDUTZ (heav:y cruiaer) Which WM still at ar.n:m. 

4, IIEDITERRANEAN THEAmR 

trom 
, Tht number of en~ ~ubo&rines now active westward 
believed to be eight or nino Itallan and not more than 

eeve:n German. 

Air operationo, Reconnaissance, 2 and J January, indicated tho 
preaence ot J8 Altia planes, all tn:ea at SIDI Alf.!ED, 4 at L!ATBUR, 
119 at EL AOOl!IA, 16 (moatly tight.era~ at KAlMUA!I, and 17 at CAB::S , 

Eleven B-25'• bombed I:AlRDUAN, 4 Janu&r)', Other bocbing J:lissions 
on that and tho preceding dll;y were prevented by adverse wather condi­
tions. 

On 4 JanU&r)', eleven unescorted B-26•e wore attacked by f i ve 
KB-109'• at 4, 000 teet, the f i rst suob teat of tho B-261a defensive 
capabilities , Two or three WE-l09' s were deatroyed; one B-26 was 
ellgl:ltly damaged , 

Tunisia , ro!IDOUK waa aeited (Swrmary Ho. 391) by thirty t anka 
with l orried infantry, Attar losing ten to titteen tanks, the OIIOCQ' 
withdrew oaatwarcl to regroup, 

Only nom.al patrol activity io reported tor 4 Jan\la.ty. 

Tripolitania, There io no chango in the 0111110' situatioh. 

S, SJROPBAN THSATER 

Ruaaian Front, The Soviets report a continuing advance in north 
central CAUCASIA and cloiOI to nave r ecaptured NALCHIK, KOi'LYAREVSKAYA, 
and Pl!CKIILADHAl'A, each important in the collliiiW\icatione oyst.., ot this 
area , (PRQ(I{[JJ)N.I.!A 1o at the Junction or tho oouthem and east ern 
apure ot the J:l&in raUway leading northwoot to ROSI'Ov.,) The extent o t 
Ge......,. reaietance 1a not clear, 

In and around srAUilORAD there appure to bo little change in tho 
eituation, tbo\1&11 Ruoo1an diopateheo indicate that the Sovieta are 
olowlJ ~rcvins tboir positions, Tho on-.y continuoe a paeo1vo detente 
in thla eeetor, 
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I 
South and eouthnot or SfALiliG!LID and in tho Lower and llidd'.• DON 

areao tho Soviote ftVparently continue to preoo forward, but ogain, the 
extent ot tho en"''f ' • oppooition io obocuro , The Ruasiano now report 
the ca!'ture o! TSD'LYANSKJJA(on the CON about 125 oilea northe .. t o! 
ROsrOV} and o! I'OROZOVSKAYA (on the Sl'ALli/ORAO - UJ(I!AYA ra.l.lroad about 
80 oiloa eaot o! ito Junction with tho VORI:M:.Q! - ROI.TOV rulroad) , 

Tho oituation on the Central Front &ll~Aar• unchongad, 

~wdL /.A--ft--

--

WOJ\·'ELL L. l!l)lr..\CUR 
LieutenAnt Colon•"• o.s.c. 

s~crota~1 J. I .C. 
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TANKERS 
In the BATTLE OF THE SEA LANES 

As of December I ·1942 
(I.IMU\.AT1Vt MoNTtH.Y ToT ... U. : MILLIONS Of GR.OSS TONS 

~~r Uno or Ch.rt 
Total TANKER losses of lh< United and Nevlrol N.olions 

(}225.463 gross tons •s of Oecemlx!r 1•. 1942) 
While Aroa of ( h•rl 

New TANKER lonnd9• comploted on tho Unoled Kinqdom 
(54J,217 gro<s Ions os <I Docember t•. 1942) 

~mented Area of (h,d 
New TANK!R lonna90 completed in tho United Stalos 

(1,001.950 gross tons as of O.cember t•. 1942 ) 

Statistical Secilon Division of Naval lntolllgonco 
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U.S. JOINT Ill'l'ZLLIO:::ICE CO.l'ITI'EE 

HC1I'E 1 Unloso there is definite indication to the contrary in 
tho text., it ""'Y be assumed t hat infonoati on reported io from comve­
t ent of ficial sources . 

l , ASIATIC TnEATZR 

Benaal. At CALCUT7A, labor 1o reported to be rallying, but muni­
cipal services are not yet normal. Curing the period 2Q-30 Dece.~ber, 
350, 000 departed. 

On 30 December, t welve Blenheim• bombed tho air­
the 31st, seven Wellington• attacl:edAKYAB town 

and ai rfield . On l January, six B-25 ts bombed a railroad bridge near 
I!ANDALAY; next day, six B-25 t o attacked the IJOIIYWA ait<lroee . 

2. llilliC TH!' ATER 

Tanimbar hlands . Aerial reconnaissance r eveals that tho Japanese 
ar e consolidating and e>q.anding thei r positions . At NAU!~I tlve ne·• 
antiaircr•tt guns and nany new machine- gun positions have been installed. 

New Guinea.. On 3 Jo.nuary 1 al l organized resistance in the BUNA 
area waa deatroyed, and Allied ground fo~ces were engaged in rounding 
up individual stragglers . hllied fighters machine- gunned about ?5 
Japanese who attempted to escape by s~g. 

On the same day, Allied forces made slight advances against enemy 
positions in t he SANA/IA!l.DA area (the only rec.aining pocket of resis tance 
in PAPUA) . 

On 3 January six U.S. medium bombers attacked the L<E airdrome. 
Three grounded aircru!t were hit and three fires were stnrted in the 
hangar area . 

One u.s. heavy 'bor.lber attacked the toom square and the airdrme 
at KADANG, which is already b6l.ng used by enEill,)' aircrhtt . There e.re 
indications that the enEill,)' are e>.-tending land o,>er.-tions from both 
liADANG and lii!WAK • 

Bi.,...reks . On 3 January one U.s. heavy bomber attacked shipping 
at RABAUL, wit h unobserved results. A lsrge tuel dump on land was 
••t ai'ire. A large concentration ot shipping atill uhta in this area. 

Sol 0<110ns , On J Jsnusry, 26 enemy vessels were sighted in the BUIN­
TONOL&! area, Included were aix heavy warahips, five light cruisers, 
and two destroyers, Four four-engined flying boats were also sighted . 
Thia enemy concentration was attacked br several f l i ght s ot heavy and 
medium u.s . bombers escorted by righters , OUr planes met ve ry heavy 
antiaircraft t i re, which destroyed one ot them and damaged other s . Only 
near misaee wer. scored on the enemy, 

DECLASSIFIED 
JCS ~t~O. l-4-74 
By RHP, NLR, Do to MAR 1 4 ~~~ - -

Regraded Unclassified



4-

) 

wtn/DA was subJected to a oeriea ot attacko by U. S . pl anes on the 
Jrd, 4th, and 5th and wao tre~uently covered by patr ol bombers. 

Early in the morning of the 5th lllllo'DA wao heavily bcmborded by a 
u.s. eur!ace taok Coree, after airor~rt illuminated the targe• area 
with f lares . No ene~ vessels were encountered. Later in the morning 
thie task force wao attacked oouth of CIJADA.LCANAL by ten enOl!\\' dive 
bomber• and !i!teen l i ghters, Four intercepting U,S, fighter• shot down 
tour dive bomber• and prob•bl,y deotroyed two mor e , The remeining enemy 
planes ret ired, 

) . ATLANTIC THEATER 

Submarines , No groat changes are apparent in the number or die­
position ot enllliJ' eul:marineo . The number eotiJr.ated to be at sea in 
this theater io 105, disposed princi pally as follows : in the area 
ICELA!m - IRELAIID - AZORE$- NOVA SCQI'IA - ~'E' IFOUNOI.J.ND, about 50, mootly 
i n the eouth- central and southeast•~ parto ; in the area ClBRALTIJl ­
CANARY ISJ.AIIDS - A7..0RF'..S, about 5; within 1 ,000 miles to the weotward 
ot the last named ar ea, about 12; in the area between \lEST AFRICA and 
Li!SSSR AJ;'TIUES - CUIANI.S - NORT:7 Rll BRAZIL, about 15, mostly in the 
southwestern and western parts. I n the area west of the line HALI PAX -
'fRIIIIDAD there appear to be only 2 outr.larines , one in the vicinit y of 
CAPE SABlE and the other i n the 1'/l::STE:RN CARIB!JEAII, I n the vicinity of 
t he CAFE OF GOOD HOFE t here appears to t><> none . 

No !mW reporte of submarine attack~ on shippi:'lg have been received 
since the las~ Summary . 

In the report of shipping losses given under this heading in 
SUmmary No, 388 (January 2) the 300, 000 grooa ton l ooses which occurred 
during December were erroneously stated to have occurred during November 1 
and the 755,000 gross ton losoeo which occurred during November ·•ere 
erroneous~ stated to have occurred during December. in the other state­
ments there made regarding December losses the month was corraetly 
stated, A di.agram showing monthly shipping looses through November 
was apvended·· to that Summary (the Novamber losses shown io t hat dia­
gram were about 745 ,000 gross tons), The losoes no~ reported to have 
occurred during December amount to about 270,000 gross tons for the 
ATIJJ,'l'IC Theater and about 40t0Cl0 gross tons for other theaters , or a 
total of about )10,000, · tons for all theaters , DUring November, losses 
in t he ATLANTIC Theater alone amounted to about 660,000 gross t one , 

Air operations, Enemy air attack• on BOHB continue, with damage 
to shipping. During daylight , l January, 107 Corman plMee (JU 87's, 
WE 109'•• FW 1901s) attacked, of ~nich 4 or 5 were destroyed and 9 
damaged, Next de.y the attack was continued by 89 enocy aircraft , of 
which 6 or 7 were destroyed and 4 damaged, Six enemy aircro!t ware 
over BONE during the night or 2/3 January J one was destroyed, 

During 2 January BISKRA aloo waa bombed by nine enemy aircraft , 
cauoing alight damage, Tf.EESSA and GAFSA also were bombed, 

~· -
DECLASSIFIED 

JCS ~&mo , 1~4-74 
By !UlP , llLR , Dan MAR 1 4 1974 

Regraded Unclassified



• On 2 JMUary1 twenty 1!-l? ta, eocorted by P- .38'•• belched U GOOL.."TT!, 
acorin& hita on t wo ehips, tho ehiP)"&l'<l and clrydock, the loadiJl« depot, 
and a &111tary cocp, In addition to intense and accurate ant1&1roratt. 
!ire, _,. 45 German and Italian ! ightera intercepted, Ten 1!-17'• were 
<l&u&od b)' ant1&1rcratt tire; onl¥ two b,y til!l>tera , The7 deatroytd 
17 - 27 tightero and d"""«ed 15 othero , The P- .38 ' • destroyed 2 - 4 
ontiiQ' fighters and damag<od two, Two F- J81a were loot , 

On the aame d~Q" ten Welllngtono bombed 81ZFJ(I'A1 thirteen DB-7' • 
attacked docka and shipping at SOUSSE , and twelve B-261a coObed a rail ­
road bridge near EL DJ!!ll, That night Wolllngtona again bombed LA GOUI.ET'I'l!':, 
TUNIS1 and SOOSSE, 

Tunisia, On 2 J anuary, All1ed tanka , supported by artillery 1 
reconnoitered in torce to a l ine oxttn<lins 1'roln GRICH EL Ol'ED through 
the road junction three miles northwoat ot KASR TYR to a point seven 
..U.eo earl ot BOO ARA!lA, LitUe oppooition waa encountered, 

Cn the ace d4.Y 79 Allled tighter• and 15 light bocbera attacked 
50 onOQ;Y tanka moving on PCI:DOOX ( oilt lll.leo 11011theal!t o! PICHOI:) o The 
on- bccbod l'lliDOlil( and subsequently occupied it dtb a toree includins 
25 tanka, ( A preaa caaounique indicates that tho eneoy was eventuallJ 
expelled t nlll 1'01/DCX'lt and withdrew toward IO.IIlOUAII . ) 

Tripolltania, There waa no ehanst in tho oituetion, .3 January, 

Air operationa , The Sf. NAZAIRE ra1d1 3 Jan11ary (SUillr.lary No . J90) , 
caused zuch damage to rolling stock and buildings in the dock area, 
Enom,y plane casualties t hroush bomber action are provioionally placed 
at 38 destroyed, 10 probably deatroyed, and 4 damAged , 

Ruaoian P'ront, The Ruoaians report fUrther gains in all act ive 
oectore, Iilciuiili1g the capture ot CII!:RIIlSifl(OV (on the srALD;G!!AD -
Lli<HAY.I. railroad &bout 47 aileo duo north ot TSll.'LYA!'SK) , Avoil&ble 
Genoan roporte eetphaabe Soviet attaclce and Soviet looses, Only on the 
Central P'ront do tbey indicate an aeti vo Coman detenao, 

--

~wdll. .?Jt~--
IJJDIIELL L, l!OIITAGUE 

Lieutenant Coionel , G.S.C, 
Secretary, J , I ,C. 
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NOTE: Unlooa t horo ia detinite indication to tho oontrary in tho 
toxt 1 it ma,r bo aaauoad that infonr.ation reported is frcro competent 
oftieial aourcee. 

l , ASIATIC TH3ATEr. 

am.&. Tho Japanoao in the I!AIV FENDISUU hove disapyeared, 
Aeriai'}:&irola roJJOrt tho entire w .. t ooaat to be apparentl.J' clear ot 
the en-.y; inland, no IIOVOCent baa been detocucl. At RATIEDAUKG, how-­
over, the on~ hoe oatoblished a detonoivo poaition. 

2, UCII'lC TIIEAT!'Jl 

!lew Ouinea, On 2 January 1 LAE wae heavil.J' attacKed by twelve llocl­
ium bombers, thirteen light. boc.bers and thirteen fighters, l!o.ny rues 
""re started, including a tiro in a sup,>ly d\rl\J), and one en01ey 
tighter waa clutroyod on the ground. 

Three oedilll:l bcx.1bera on the daily attock missions along the BUllA­
SALAl.!A!JA coaot atra!od 20 - JO 1\J.gitivo Japineoo ewimming about a halt­
aile offshore !1'0111 SA/lA! lANDA POINT . 

BmiA L:lSSION waa captured on 2 JanU&l')'. Tho on4' en~ r<c&ining 
in the SUNA orea are now confined to a &all poekat west ot GlROPA 
CREl:lt, .ml.e.h ha& baan CCCiploUly alliTCNildod, 

On tho ...,, clo,y, tho govenr.ent station at TUFI (WE NELSOII) 
woo unsuecosotullJ' attucked ~ nine eneqy planea, roportecl to be clive 
bcabera . 

,!!8Cl&rcko. Tho concentration or one~~~¥ shil')'ing at RABt.UL io no" 
smaller than that previously reported, Photoeraphio reconnaissance 
on the Jrd revea l ed 56 ships in the harbor, including six destroyer s , 
! our eubmarineo, two torpedo boats, and a adnela~er. Another ml.nele,yor 
wns o1ghtod ott I.UCJ:I ISLAIIO (DUKE OF YORY. G!lOOr ). 

SolOillOM. On l JanU&l')' enoey troope were land eel at. TEO!' (north­
east. tip ot I!OUGAIIIVIW ISUIID). 

On 2 J&mJ&rf oi811t £oc:liwo ba:bero esoortecl b)' eleven tigtrt.era 
otrated e'l""G' float planes and supply inotallotiono at REXATA BA! . 

Tho enO<Of apJ·•oro to ba otrerlPthening his pooitiona throughout 
the SOLG'Q!; area, particula.rly in tt.e !.'Ell GEOIIGIA ISUNDS . tn"l\7 
parties were observed at ROVIAliA LACOCJI and KUV\fKUVU ISLAND. The oO\Ith­
oast.em port ot KOI.OIIlANClARA ISL'JiD io being ooeu,>ied in toreo and an 
estimated strength of 400 men weNt observed at VILA . tn"l\7 bsr gea were 
oi811ted in KOLO LACOON and a midget aubMrine nosr VA!iCUNU IS!.AIID, wllero 
a baee !or ouoh craft probobl.J' exists. 

On GUADALCAIIAl our ground torces continuo patrolling, with ineroaoed 
activity in the kOOIII' AI:~TI!I area, tn0111 cuualtioo are eotb&ted at 
:lO to 35, 

llur1n& th& evening o! 2 JarJII&J')', olevon u.s. 110tor torpedo boata 
ongagecl ol.&ht - clootro10r• (balloved to ba thooo referred to in 
~ llo, 389) in ilolated anoount.ere in tho northem GUAllALCAN.U. oroa , 
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<klo torpedo hit io reported on one deetroyor, and three probable hit• on 
two othero, (kle torpedo boot wu sliglltly dlll:laged by a boolb f rom an 
en liD¥ plene. It is believed that no troops were landed, but that a 
large q~~antity ot supplies, including rice in drwua, concentrated roods 
in nter proof eontainero , and six-inch amunition were throm into the 
water to dritt to the beach, A!ter daylight, all visi ble supplies in 
t he water 11ere destroyed by our I!\Otor torpedo boats, 

3 , ATLAtlTIC TI!EATER 

Subtarines, IJ.ttle change i a &)lparent i n the disposition of enen>y 
aubnarilies in thia Theater, The nlJJOber eetinated to be at sea is 103, 
About one-third o f thia nUillber appears to be on passage , 

On 3 Janu..,.,. an 8 ,ooo-ton tanker in an east bound trans-Atlantic 
convoy wae torpedoed and sunk about 950 miles northeast o! BJIRBADOS. 

CASAD!MlCA was again bombed, on the night o! 
31 six Plf 2001 a. BOllE harbor was also twice attacked 
on that date ey diva bombere, tight- bombers, and tigllttra, with sctJe 
daci.age to ahiPI>ing, 

During 31 December, twelve ~2f>la bombed the GIJF.S airdrolll6, six­
teen B-l71s bol!lbed harbor instnllationo at SFAA, twenty-one dive boobaro 
attacked docks and railroad yards at SOUSSE , and five ~261 s attacked 
bridgeo or.d shipping between TUNI S and BI a;RTI., That night Wellington! 
bombed BIZSRTA harbor, 

During 1 January, nine B-261 a bombed tho railroad yards at TU!IlS 
and eigllteen ~171s att<.cked t ho harbor. Adveroe weather prevented 
turtber attack in that area , That nigllt Wellington• boo-.bed ?AUJllfO, 

The r eeul to ot these bombings range tr~ very satisfactory to 
excellent, Reports indicate intense and accurate heavy and light Mti­
airerLtt tire at BIZEHTA, TUNIS, and SOUSSE; moderate heavy and intense 
light antiaircraft fire at SFt.X and OASES . 

Four anomy gliders oro known to have landed nehind Allied lines 
in TUN WIA during the last tour days ot December. The crews ot two have 
been captured, aa have some enemy parachutists . 

Tunisia, Slight artillery tire in the extreme north is the only 
enemT &ctivlty reported, 1 January, in addition to normal patrolling , 
Brl4111¥ forward positions in the north r C<Lain unchanged, Southward they 
follow the general line Ponrr DU FAHS - CUED Kllllii! hESl'llVOIR - DJEBE.L FAR NA 
(13 mil es south of PONT 00 F,\HS) - edge o! tho eocarpcent to OJI!Jll>L 
OUSSELAT - aaotem outskirts o! I'I CHOII - SID! NACWR AlLAH, 

Tripolitania, Tho situation remains unchanged, 
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5, EUROOW THEATER 

41r Operationa , sr IIAZAI!lE oubmarine p<:na were attacke<l .3 January 
by a • trong for ce ot B-24• and &-17• . ~taila are not yet available , 
but t he attack i a reported aucceaatul, despite accurate and intense 
heavy antiaircraft fire and strong f ighter opposition , Prel iminary 
r eports indicate thot the anomy ou!tered heavy looses , 

Russian Front , The Russians r eport the occupation of l!LKJ!OTOVO 
(20 mil ea north ot ALAGm) and l!OZDCil and state that their advance is 
continuing to the north and nor thwest , 

The Soviets apparently now hold the initiati ve on all the Nms.in­
ing acti~le aectors , but recent gains have been comparat.ively small , 
except for those south and southwest of S'L\UNGRAD and in the VEUKIE 
UJKI area, Southw .. t of StALINOIW>, t he Russi ans ar e repor ted 
to have taken Jli!l.!ONT!lAYA (about 25 lllil.ea aouthwest. o! KOTEI.IID<OVO) and 
t o bo moving fol"\oard , Enemy resistance i n this are& does not •-p88r to 
be very st rong. Soviet dispatches cow erning the f i ghting near VEUJ(IE 
LUKI indicate that t ho Russians have .-.ade further gains and are approach 
1ng IIOVOSOKOLI/ID<I , 

- -

L ""-dl ~ ~ntlfJ"~ 
UJD\'IF.U.L L . l:Om'AGUE 

Lieutenant Colonel , G.s.c. 
Secretory, J . I . c . 
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U , S, JOINT INTSLLIGWCE C<ll!l'rTES 

HOTEl Unlese there ie detinite indication to the contrary in the 
taxt, it m4f be aeaua:ed that in!ol'IIUltion reported ie from eo••petent ofti­
eial aourees. 

l , ASIATIC THEATER 

llo reported change in the aituation, 

2, PACIFIC THEATER 

Timor. BEACO and LORB1 both on the aoutheaat coast 1 have been 
occupied by tho J a penese, ILI<JW! remeins unoccupied, large oupply 
ductps are reported to be at LAGA and LAIVAI. 

!low Ouinea, On l January, o\U' tanks d.rove a 4oo-yard wedge into 
the en~ pool tiona between SINl!III CIIEI!K and GIROPA POilf1', Severe 
fighting continue• near the old otrip . In the BUllA l!ISSION area the 
wedge in the eniiiJIT position haa been expanded, 

On 31 December photographs ot LAE revealed rive oedium bombers 
(one o! which was afire) and 42 fighters (36 of which were definitely 
destroyed or damaged, and the r eat unserviceable) . On l January our 
dive bombers atro led and bocbed SANANANDA POINT and SALU~UA with 
effective results , 

Bismarcka, On 1 January coordinated attacks were carried out 
against en~ shipping and airfiel ds at RABAUL. One large and one 
mediWll size transport were hit and l ett burning. The concentration 
ot shipping in this area is still large, but is l:'Jlinly canposed ot 
merchant vessels , Three heavy bombers raided the airfiel d at GASI'ATA 
and shot down one ot !ive intercepting fighters , 

Solomons, OW' planes continue to raid the enemy airfield at II\JIIDA, 
On 2 January tive heavy bombers attacked ten Japanese deot.royers 

near GIZO ISLAND (NEW GEXliiGIA GROOP), without result , the enemy vessels 
continuing on their courae . Subsequentl,y theae destroyers were attacked 
by nine dive bombers escorted by t en l ighters, Direct hit. woro s cored 
on two ot them and a near misa on a third; one waa beavi.ly afire , 
another apparently sinking, Tho oneqy changed course and withdrew 
t oward IIUIIDA, One en61!l1 fighter was also shot down, out of ten which 
intercepted, 

Sylxnrrines, A u.s. sutmarine returning tr010 pat rol in Far Eaotom 
waters reports having •unk a transport (KOOAI llARI/ Ola.ss, 81 360 tons) 
and having poeaibly damaged a oargo vouel (4, 000 tone) , 
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.), ATL\IITIC TIIJUTER 

Bl<c•u•~~~~~= Uttle cht.nge 111 nuaber or diopoeiUon is apparent, en-.r outr:.arille 111 the viC1n1t7 or CAP! SABLE and one 
on EASTEfiN CAIUB!l!' All, none io believed to be we at or a Uno rroa 
IIALIPAX to TIUNIOAD. Little now in the W&)' or activit)' oga1nat ahipJ>ing 
io reported, 

~~~ji,;.,.~On l January a lO,CX»-ton bloelca<le runner h'oc the r b)' a Britilh eircratt and wbsoquontl)' o"r-
b&ulod nortbwoat or FniiSI'BIUUI b)' a Britilh cruioor, Tho blockade 
runner wae acuttlod by her crew, Thia io the third blockade runner 
(or wlloarine supply vouel) ounk 1n thia area and tho ritth ounk 111 
all areae during tho vaat silt weoka, or the other two, ono waa inter­
cepted and aunk 1n the SCUfH A'I'UJITIC and tbe other in the INDIAN OCJWI, 

4. llmiT"":.RIWBIJI TI!E4,...cll, 
llorocco, Tho atuck on CASABJ.II(CA, earl)' on .)l Oecea:ber, wae aade 

b)' tin or s1Jt I'W- 200ta !rem BCIUlEAUX, Bl<cept !or rare Qinor attacka 
on ICELAND laet eutlOIItr, thio t71>e hoe not boon uaad to bomb land tar-
go to !or about two )'lara , Tho raid cauoed no dAmage other than to civlli~ 
an peraono and propert)' 1n tho Arab (\Uartor, 

Tunl.aia, There ia no reported chango 111 tho dtuation, Air attacks 
continue qa1nat. railroad and port facilities and ahipping at SOUSSE 
ond SPAX, The CAlES drciror;e waa alao bo:nbed., 

Tripolitania, The enemy doren41ve position oxtenda CrOll> a point 
on tho coaet rive miles northweat or BUERAT weatword and southweatward 
!itt7 milea to the vicinity or BD\ liiOI ER~. British petrola wero 
1n oontoot, l January, 

5, EIJIIOPEAII TIIS.\nR 

Russian front , No further clovolopment or tho oituotion is reported, 
Tho Corman communique ia passi••lT do!onaivo in tone, 

... . .... , 

WD\IELL L. IICM'ACUE 
Lieutenant Colona!, a.s.c. 

Sacrotar:y, J . I ,C. 
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U.S, JOII!T IliT:OW0!:1{CE C01l'TT!Z 

tJOTS: l!nlua there 11 definite 1Jldicat.1on t.o the contrary 1n the 
text, it ca.y be aeeWdd that. info11:oation reported il !!'0:1 CCD~pet.e.nt ot­
t1cJ..al aoureea. 

am:... In the l'ATU l'!l/D:SUU advancinr Britiah troops encountered 
two Japanese COIIIP&J"ita wit.h mort.ara and cachlnt•gw\1 at. THITKAOO, 28 
Deoert.ber. 

The Japaneae reoccupied RATHEDAUNC, 27 December. Three daya later 
Britlah units counterattacked and seized an en~ poe1t1on five miles 
north or that place . 

I t appears that the en~, having overeet~~td the a~rength and 
r 11pidit.y of the Britbh advance, have now reconsidered. 

Allied planes continue active in th.1a areA. On the 28th, t:AaiE •a• 
attacked by six ~r1 and aeven fighters, and hit1 were aeoreU on a run­
WOlf and on diapera.l peno there, There wu no oppoaition. The !olloodJ>& 
do,y 11-24's attacked allipplna In the !WIOOCII vicinity, apparentlY diaablina 
a 6000-ton oil tanker noarin& the R.\.~00011 river and settin& atire e 5000-
tcn freighter, lW\00011 bound, In the OUIF OF URT.JWI. ()\e eneq plano, 
bul. no &t\t.iaircr.rt, wu encountered. Ol 30 Dec.t.l:.ber P-40'• and P-4)'• on 
reconnai.eaance at.t.aclce~ aix Japaneae Zeros u th$)' w&re t.aki.ng off frca 
USHIO fiold, probablY destroying one and damaging another . The same cia¥ 
B-251a raided the airfield at. SH 1'EBO, scoring h1U on revetJtenta, hangars, 
and dispereal aNa a and at&rting an oil tire on the edge of the runwe¥. 

~- On tho )Ot.h, 11-25'• escorted by r-40' s attacked eo- troope 
and aupplles six n.ilu eaot of UINOLIJIC. All bod>• hit the target and 
aeveral ti.re.s were et.ort.cl. !l'leQ,T persoMel and barrack• were atrated b;r 
the P-401o. 

2, PACIYIC n&T:R. 

Timor. The Jap.n111 are CC."'l.Sollda.t.1ns and ext.encting t.he.ir poe1t1ona 
in the e-a4te.rn part or t.he Uland . Reco.nna1aaa.nce revula t.hat. they art: 
coving troops t~ a~UCAU on the northeast coae~ to BAGUIA and other 
points in the inter-ior Md to ILIQ.'AR on tho eoutheaat. coast . 

Now Guinea. On 31 Decomber IDAUKE, In Dutch NP: I COIN"...A, was egain 
bombed by etghteen twin-engine arm_v heavy bombftra. Then. WlUJ some d-U~as• 
but the dock area ••• not. hit. . This r aid and t.ht o.ne ot the previou1 d.a.y 
are the first. inat.anctl known ot the uee or aney typo aircralt 1n thie 
area. It. is probable that these planes wer• ba.aed tither on BOOO or BO:l.I 
(on the west and north cooats or Dutch E./ Cl/Ill!A, rospecUvety) , 

0\ 31 Oececber Allioo CJ"''U'd torcoa occupied tM coestal spi~ oouth­
weat. ot am .. •assx~ and eont.aet. was eat.abllahed bet.we., oor torc.ea in t.he 
Covemce.n.t Garden A.na and t.hoae in t.he .Land.1na Strip Area. 
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Ql the olimt d"l' o.n Allhti otrikin& tore• ot oix lieht boobero and 
t welve oediwa bomberD, 11cort.ed by eleven tight.era , attacked the LAS 
airdroce. Firee wert lt&rtcd, -.nd a1x gou.n<loa aircraft wer e at.rated , 
Twelve 0110"7 tishtoro 1ntereep~ed. or thoao' ei&)\t' prcbobl,y nino' 
were ahot down ond ot.here were d.&t.ageci.. All o~.&r aircr&l't returned. 

Bi_,..ko, ()> )l Doe-r one u.s. hta"7 -.r attaeked CASI."TA 
a.J.rdroc:A, ci.N;.ag1nc tbo IW\Q,)' ond aettin& tiro to one en- bo:bor. 

()> tho •-~ aerial roconnaioaonco ot tho KAVD'JIG oirdroc>e re­
vealed int.enae act.1vit.:r. the run~ waa Min& Haurtaced and the dia­
peroal ~· enlarged. Twenty- three tiil!toro and thirty 100di\llll -r• 
were sight·ed . A ca.rso vee eel and three light. cruiatra or Qertro;yera 
were in the harbor, 

A new type ot large aub&arine with & long coMinS tower waa aichted 
in WIDE BAY (eouthO&ot NE\'1 11\ITAI!i) , 

Solcoono, On Jl Ooet~r.ber, SUU and SUIN wore taeh a.t&cked by a U.S. 
petrol bCCiber. 

On the abo day, tho K(I(Ul'llQ'A are' on CUADALC\!IAL (where enO!Q' divi­
sion he.adqu.artera art belleved to be loeat.ed) wae att.&dced by U.S. dive­
bce.bers, 

Aerial reconnaiatMct , 1 January, rt:Vtaled tour enecy- batt.leahipe o r 
heavy erulaera and aix d eet.royera 1n the FAISI- BUlH area. Also observed 
were two dut.royert at. SHORTWID P~, t.wo cargo veaaela at. 'l'Cl\'OIEl, and 
one trauoport near I.AD'\1 ISI.t.lm. 

Aleutians. On l Junu~ry, the two r ecently arrived carao ve5sela at 
KISKA again were at.tr•cked, Six heavy bon:ibe r o , eacort.ed by nino fighters , 
otrtlddled the ..... uer vouol with boobo , couaing probabl e damase . Tho 
larger vessel aho'fted evidence of fire, One ot 1ix intercepting enem,y 
fighters wae ebot down . Six en.,. fioat. fighters were observed on the 
bt.ach in t.he harbor . 

SU!aarinea, A 5000-ton tanker is now reported to hove been torpe­
doed in tbe weatbound Trana-At~tic convoy mantioned in yes~erd&J• • ~ 
preceaina SU::mlarlu, bringing tho Lotal nucbtr ot vuoelo torpedoed 1n 
this convoy to !itt.een. or t.hia nUillber •levan (with 6 groaa toJ'\M.ge or 
56,000) are now oonoidored as sunk, 

On l Janu!U')' a U. S. Navy patrol pM:lo 11111de a promhing attack on an 
on~ out.>ar1no, about 200 miles north or PARAJ :ARIBO. 

The reported loaaoa ot ahippine during tho month of Nove:nber now 
aoount to about 300,000 arc•• ton:s . Thb C«~parta with loeaes ot about. 
755,000 grc•• ton• during Doc..,ber (1neluding louu 1neurred 1n coonee­
tion with oporatione 1n NOR'l'll AFRICA) and with a 11011thly average tor tho 
tiro< eleven _,~he or tho 7ear ot 692,000 grcu tcno, Dolqed reporto 
will \lllc1oubt·ecll,y increue the Oeetc.ber loa••• ovtr the amount. now re­
ported, po11ibl,y bT u oaach •• 100,000 srou toni . About 260,000 vou 
~~~ of the reported De caber lossu: occurred in t.he ATLANTIC The&t.er 

1 principelly ao •be rooult or aut..arine ••••ek. 
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Tunisia. The i16ather r er..a.izls clear and ground condi tions a.re im­
proving . In the- H:"IDOUS ares , host.ile art.illfry •.tas active, 31 [)eceQ­
ber J but no .t"'urt.her a.dvance is reported . Intfl:naive ho!ltile patrolling 
is in~ict.ted in the r iCHON arM and , for the first tilne, enen;y artil­
l ery activity is r·epotteu in that ae ctor. Prench artillery tir e has 
apparently forced the ene~ to abnndon a pass about 17 miles northeast 
ot PICHON . !;o caterial chb.Mge 1o the gr.ner .. l slt.uatiQn is evidtmt 1 
however. 

Tripolitania. Ther e is no reported change in the eneacy' ait.uation. 
The numbt rD given in yesterd~t s ~ as ~ Briti~h ~~~um esti­

mate of Axis strength in TrtlfOLITt~IA refer to total ration strength as 
ot 31 Deeecber. The pl'OYious ~.stimat~ nhrted t.o 'Wa~ ot ert..Nngt.h a vail .. 
able in t he EL AGHtiiA area. only , 25 Uove.mber . There is no indication of 
reintorc~ent having arriv1d in Thl?OLIT~IA during December . 

RusBi an Front.. Sovi et diapatches report. gains southeast of tiALCJU}(. 
El.eewhere in CnU';J.SLl. the sit.uation is unchanaed. 

The Rus.s:ii:Lll advance south and southwest. of STA.LIUGkAD apparently 
continues ._ The Soviets now r-eport. the captur e ot E:LISTA in the south , and 
tht'ly appear to have tu.rthe1· widene:d t heir advane& to the southwest ot 
ST!.LI!/GRAD, 

No notoble change io apparent in the situntion at STnUIICRAD and in 
t he liiDDlE DOU a r ea . On ths cent.rsl f ront , however, the Russians claim to 
have tal<en the important r c.il junction, w.t!Y.U: UJr.I , 

~~6fro~«< 
l'ajor 1 P. A. 

Deputy Secretary, J.I,C. 
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U. S. JODIT IllnLLICn:cr CaU'M'EE 

NOTE: Unleoo there i s defl..nitc indication to t he contrary in the 
text, it mS¥ be aasumed t hat information r eported io from competent or­
ticial aourees. 

1 , ASihTIC TI!EJ•TER. 

No reported change in the situation. 

2. PACIFIC THEATER. 

Timor. On 28 December, one enemy force of 400 attacked Allied troops 
in thOJUAOBISSE and BETANO areas. One Alli ed detachment withdrew eastward 
and another was i solated , 

There i s continued evidence of en~ shipping activity at LAIVAI . 

New Guinea , On 30 December, 22 enemy bombers destroyed half of the 
village of ~UXS, but cauood no military casualties . ' 

U. S. heavy bombers on anned reconnais..sance attacked VTF:NAX, l~ADANG and 
LAE, where fires were st arted and four planes were destroyed on t he runw~y . 

Allied ground units continued pr essure in the SANAIIAIIDA- BUNA area 
without caterial chi.lllge in positions . C&ptured eneey equipment in the SAIIA­
NANOA area includes Bri tish and American ~ an>s . 

Bismarcks , A concentration of 75 l arge and oedium vessels at RABAUL 
was attacked on JO December by seven U. S . heavy bombers . Explosions and 
fires were start.~d on t wo l arge unidentified vessel s ; direct hits were 
made on an 8,000-ton tr&.nsport , and a nenr miss on ~ 101000- t.on transport. . 

A ne" runway and other ioproveo>ents ·•ere observed at Vl~lAJ<;JiAU air­
drome. TWenty ~tedium bon;bers and thi.rteen fighter s were there. 

Solomons. On 29 December our dive b~~bers and fighters carried out 
two bombing and strafing att&cks on t·•o eneey esrgo vessel s near VANQUNU 
ISLAI:D (N!'.I GEoRGIA GROUP) . Both vessels were las~ observed afir e and 
were a total l oss. 

On JO Ooectaber, dive bor.iber s and f ighter s attacked enell'.y installat i ons 
at REY.ATA BAY. Ene.:.y barges at VAIIGUl<lJ ISLIIl/D were also strafed by fight­
ers . Recoanaissance of the FAlSI- BUIN area reveW.ed only slight shipping 
activity . 

On 31 Decetllber , six meuiUCI bombers escorted by twelve fighters at­
t acked ene~ 1nstto.llat1ons at f..1.mDA. No enemy tdrcr&.ft were observed on 
the field or in the air. Antiaircraft tire wao heavy, but inerteetive, 

Aeti vity on GUJJl.U.CANAL was confined to patrolling, 

SUI>oarinea, A U. S. sul:mari.ne returning trom patrol in Far Ea•t•rn 
Wat.ere report.s having sunk two enecy cargo ves s el s and one destroyer . An­
other sul:marine sank an sn~ cargo vesael or t r anaport ( 6,000 tons) , 
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Aleutians . en 30 December three rnediwn bombers escorted by fourteen 
lighter• a~~ocked ene~v ine~ollaticns at Xl SKA. Ene~ fighter !lcat 
planoa intercepted and llhot down two U.s. tiehttre. One en~ tighter wu 
aeen to craeh. :. U. S . booobtr wao aloo llhct down, probab)J; b)' antiaircraft 
ti.re. 'two tnt:il;)' cargo v••••l• wer. boabed, with \&nObserved reault1, 

1/oxt dJ,)' five he&V1 booobtro and eight r.ediur.t boebers attack«! tho two 
carao voaael.o at Y.lSii.\, Oboorved results were throe hits on ono and two 
on the ether, .O.th or.oke and heavy exploaiono. During tbia attack our 
planes encountered only one en~ tighter tlcot plane, 

IJ•tor photoRraphic recoMaiooance at I:ISI(A revealed sh en~ tlcot 
planea on t ho beach and tho two car8• vessols in the harbor, 

J . ATlANTIC TI!E.\TER, 

Sutr.arines . No ueat chan8e io apparent in the n""ber or diapoaition 
or en~ auli"i&rines . The eotir.au;l nw:tber at sea in the 'ibeate1 1o 112. 
Nearly 60 aro in the area lC! UND-IIEI.M.il-.\ZORFS-I>OV/. ~OI'L\-NE .'PaiNOLIND, 
mostly in the south-central part . About 20 aro in the area between \/EST 
AFI.ICA and lESSSh AIITI UES-<l\llANAS-I!ORTH!m!f BRAZIL, with concentrations in 
the southwestern and northwutem parts . About 15 are in the are& 
GlBRALTAR-CAIIARIES- AZOR£5 or nearby. Onzy cno nppeurs to be in the vicini­
ty ot CAP""TT).Ill. There have bten no recent roporto or any in the eastern 
vicinity ot the CAPE OF 000V HOFE. 

No reports have been received indic~ting that any lldditional veuela 
in tho woatbouna Tr-ans-Atlantic convoy QODtioned in recent Sucoariea have 
been loot or dar.ageoi; c:on.oiderable n\lCbera or enl0l7 subcarineo aro in the 
vicinity it not in contact. Another cargo veuel (5 , 000 gross tons) is re­
ported to have been recentzy aunk b)' suboarine attack off the north coast 
of BRAZIL, bringing t ho Oeceolber totol of reported oinking• in th&t ar ea tc :u.. 

The total loss of ship~ine durine December appsars to have been well 
below t ho 1110nthly average tor th.e year, 

llorth Norwegian 'il'atero. .\ction between Britbh and Gel'tlAil eurtace 
torceo reollited in Bunfire clu:age to a Gertl&n cruiaer - presu:uob}¥ HIPI'fl!, 
KO!Jl, or ~'URIIBERG - and the probable sinldng ot a Genu.n destroyer before 
contact was broken ott, 

Wcrcoco. An attack on CASABLANCA by Genoan long-range ~bora cauoed 
no daaago tc U.S. naval ohipo cr ahore install&ticno . 

TUnisia. There was considerable eneqy act1v1t7 in the .n:n:A area dul'­
~ the night of 29/JO Oeccber, but no otronaive action develop«! durin& 
the following d&7. The enf11>1 1a ent..rencbing in the DJEH::L BOU TOUIL area 
(18 tolloo oouthwest or l!ATEUR). 

The en lillY occupied HEIDOOS during tho night ot 28/29 Oecwnber, aCtor 
oevere fighting en the t wo preceding days (SWUnary No. 385) . Some in­
tiltrntion acuthwestward tree H!lOOUS io reported, 

- ..... 
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Eneny rain!orcementa are reported to have reached tor~ard areas to 
the aouth·n.ra , bu.t. no turther otfensive action has developed . Recent. 
activity in the GABOS area is believed to have been related principally 
to t he paesage of suppli ee , 

Tripolitania, The eneJI\Y continues his activity within positions 
aJ.ong the generSJO line of the ;·,un ZFX w·, To tho south his forces 
were reported withdra•n (atternoot>, JO Dececber) from BU !!Gill, alter set­
ting fire to "-he. fort , On that day Britioh patrolo were operating along 
a l .ine extending fi'OOl Alds positions eleven mil es liSII of BUWT south­
westwar<i 8Jld southward to W N<ai. The "'"'Icy l ost 16 planes, 2$/JO Decem­
ber, as he inereasea the scale o! at tacks on forward positions and landing 
groWlds. 

According to Britioh Claxinrum estimate, enemy strength in TRIFOLITAIIIA, 
Jl December, consisted of 62,000 cen (of wt,ich 40, 000 wore Germans), 100 
tanks (including 70 Geman), .370 antit&hk guns, and .3.30 field and mediuc 
guns, As comparod with the last general estimate (Su:nt:lary No, .359) , these 
figures represent a doubling or personnel and a titty percent increaoe in 
tanks and guns, The estimat ed increaae consists principally of German 
t roops and materi el , 

S. EUROPEAN THEATER. 

Air Operati ons , About 80 tons of H. E. wer e dropped dur ing tho B-17 
attack on LOJU!'.m' submarine pens, .30 December (Sunxnary No • .386) , The 
bombe are reported to have been •.rell placed, many hi to being scor ed on the 
target. l!'llecy looses !rem our bor.>ber action are no11 placed at 28 IU.rcra~ 
dest royed, 9 probably destroyed and 4 dacaged, 

Russian Front , No reported change in CAUCASIA. 
Southwest and s out h of STAUllG!Wl, the Russioos r eport a continuing 

advance l"lhi ch has overrun additional but unnamed villages . On the lower 
DON, they claio the capture of lfl ZHNE-cHIRSJ(liYA, near the 0011- CHIR con­
fluence, and of OBLIVSY.hYA, about JO mil es to the northwest on the STALIN­
G!W)-L.D(HAYA railway, In $TkLINORAD and northweot of the city, the Soviets 
appear to have made further slight gains, 

The situation in the I!IDDLE DON oector is apparently unchanged, SUp­
ply diffi culties have proved t o be a 1!14jor Russian probl'"" in this area, 

Soviet attacks continue against the German garrison surrounded at 
VELIKI!: LUKI, but •dthout appr eciable gain• Attacks and counterat tacks 
west of RZHEV have apparently failed to mater ially alter the situation. 

-.3-

~ ~ »z.-r~··t. 
WDrlELL L, YONTAOUE 

Li eutenant Colonel, G;s.c. 
Secretary, J . I . C, 
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THE BATTLE OF THE SEA LANE:S 
As of D«tmbtr I 1942 

(vMUuTrv£ MONTHLY ToTALS : ~ ~ GAoss ToNS 

upecr L>nc oHh¥1 
ToT ... -.-c'-1 ...., ... lo•m <I lho lhlod lnd Norutr.a Noloons 

(17,612,S90 CJ'OI> I..,. os <I 0tc....c.r 1•, 194Z) 

lffcr WI>!< l>n• of Owl 
- .,...,_I wuds c....,..lt d on tho U..tod Kongdom 

(},16),7~1 ~·tons If of o..:.- t•, 1942) 

l OWtT WMt IVta of Chart 
How ,... .............. <01"9'•1.0 "" t"" Don.._. of (.,.do 

( 506,950 '70'S t.,.. ., of Otcr...btr :". 1942) 

~ltd J>n.• o( Ch•rl 
Nc" ,.,...chonl ,,.,.Is con,.>i•lod on thv Uno,.d Sl•tcs 

(5.917,2)9 'CJ'OSS Ions ti of D<umhu 1", 1942) 
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