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By Depury J.:”Ii:-.v-.:-. of the U.8.
WEMORANDOW FOR COLONEL FARK,
By ¥. J. Etewart Date J.IEIH__i 1974

Fellowing items have been extracted from wvarious reports re Allied
and Enemy Alr. Some might interest you.

1. for l=14 April is running behind that for the cor-
s Tctal was 3,944 = a decreass of 433, Of the total
3 ware combat t pes, this celegory showlng & decresse of 232, Production

of B=27s for the period was 11, an increase of 8,

2. Ww for March was 2,153, This was 125 units,
or above lorecast for that moaoth,

3 Wastage of planes during Karch ls estimsted at 1,085
or axcess satimsted March production of 1,000 planes,
'

Fobruary production sstimsted at 1,235 of which bombers
ware ters BOD, and others 65.Prelisinary indications for March are
for & preduction of about 800 planes = 225 boabers, L0 [ighters and 125
others. Input from repalrs is eotisated at 325 and Lngut from salvage at 300,
Total input was, therefors, about 1L25, agsinst a gross wastage of 1,800,
leaviog & mu of 375 for the month, The tendency to umur.nn alngle=
engine in Horthwest Cemmany at the axpense of other parts of the
Frect seaktmoe,

5. Misgellaneous Ltemar

On April 1Oth, P=33"s were used for the first tise for nigh altitude
NJI\I. of German-held sirdromes, With the sld of a bombardier
operated Wt in the lead plans of the group, two alrdromes were
sttacked from 18,000 fest. BEesults were excellent st ocne fleld,

b dxle adr tion to operations of the 1lth AF curing week soding
18 spril was valy weak and unaggressive, and was confined to target
area, Weather may have had something to do with this. Against Sth AF
oparations enemy fighter reaction was varled, GSome spots aggressive, st

waal.

g+ German sir offort in Italy during the seme week was conCemirated
Mumwnhﬂommuw-munnﬂﬂmr
attacked or mined the approaches daily,

lmp-rhl 9=1%5 April the Japaness Air Forcs offensive effert in
R ot it T ite o oty ke are Mgniings howe ki
Hh“{m]hh-tmhlut ot in several months.
It is sntirely possible that the snemy, st lemst, is having
difficulty with his replacemsnts, == In view of the sxtensive land
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operations condusted ths Japansss in western Burma and ssstern Indla
since sarly March, it is of particular interest to mote that very little
alr suppert has been rendered thelr ground troops except for dally recce
flights.

'EI The 15th Adr Force employed P=51 fighters as long range sscorts
for the first time in this theatre on 16 April.

ﬁuhpan on an AAF Board Project, carried out in conjunction with
the Ground Forces and Mavy at Fort Plerce, Florida, indlcates that serial
boabardment with L00=pound demclition bombs with instantanecus Tusing
from medius altituns is effective 4in clearing a path for assault troops
throuth beach defenses consisting of barbed wire and mine fields, Alr
attack is found to be less effective againest other types of static beach
defenses,

The attention of the Soviet Purchasing Cosmission has besn called
to 4000 1ba, of alreraft spares awaiting shipment st Portland, Oregon
for more than 60 days, ss of 3L March 194k, and immediste action has been
requested.

The Joint Meteorologloal Comsittes has approved a high altdtude
mtkr project to comstruct a series of normal monthly westher maps for
helghts up to 60,000 feet over moat of the Northern Heslaphere,
thess maps the normal wind directicns and apesds can be ascertalned,

4+ Peport recelved from Pratt & Wiltney representullve thal theatre
operations have begun using P=47005 eirplanes as dive pombers, Adrplane
garries two 1000-pound bombs plue one 75 gellon belly tenk for radias
of aetion of 275 miles, Estimeted 175 milea radics with three 10OD=pound
bomba, Pllots who have [lown the alrplanes in Lhe conflguration state that
"thie in best dive bomber bullt to date®,

HEMRY W, PUTHAM
Captain, AC
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1. Statistiesl Airmarks.

tish wotion of 2 t-.ﬂ:_.!uh March 1944, showed
.mm—'%‘,.m s 8 E_ﬁ;.gg ng_ﬂm‘
uw The largest increases over the forecast were in
lm s 521 produced against 486 scheduled; and in Twin-Engine and
.1,{!zw9&5. (Lancasters produced exceeded

forecast by 22 and Mosquite Fighters by 72).

As of 13 April 1944, the status of heavy bombardment replacement
erews moving to the European and Mediterranean Theaters was as indicated

balow:
Eyropean Theater
Bal,.Estim, Arrived

Trpe to Depart US since

Crewg Lefore ] May En Route L Asril Iotal
B=-1T7 192 105 342 639
B-24 19 62 A8 199
Total m 167 360 838

Mediterrapean Theater

B=17 29 22 9 &0
B-24 & n % &b
Total 102 93 107 302

3. Gomparison of Adrcraft Allccatiops with Factory Deliveries During
First Quarter of 1944 - SECRET

F is a ¢ _aircraft allocations with factory
deliveries for quarter of 1944t

i - Glvesmoss it
Heavy Bombere s
{n—n.n—u! 3225 3664 4L% 307 400 $30% 3532 4064 4158
(l-as.n-ﬁ,n-au,t-aﬁj;g; 1509 4128 688 812 $18% 2032 232 +48
lwm L’l'- yP=39/63,
P-w,HT.IE-ﬂ,P-ﬂﬁ@ 4125 28 1498 1705 $14% 5537 5830 + 5%
Transports (UC-45,C- ,
G=47,0=54) 95 42 49 49 500 $17% 1383 1542 4118

Note: Figures based unwm dated 31 Mareh 1944.
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4. Ldalsopn Alroraft Improvements --SEORET
A cable from General Stratemeyer stated that liaison airecraft te

be shipped CEI should have shorter landing and take-off characteristics, a

s an artificial horizon, a better radio, two bomb shackles

(for dropping), and should acccemodate one or two litter patients,
Colonel Alison added that the most immediate requirements was accommodations
for one litter and inoreased take-off and all around performance; these
requirements, he belisved, ocould be accomplished by modifying the L-5 to
carry one litter and by installing a controilable pitch propeller. He

also stated other requirements which were desirable but in a lower priority.

In reply, the theater has been informed that the single litter
modification would be incorporated in all production L-5's by July 1944,
that eontrellable piteh prop was in experimental stage and would be expedited
and that all other requested changes were under consideration, MMD has
been requested to expedite litter end prop modifications for the L-5 and

to Anvestigate the feasibility of other proposed modifications,
Wf 5. High Altitude Westher Frojeot - GOMBSETAL

The Joint Meteorclogical Committee has approved a high altitude
“1\.' weather project to construct a series of normal monthly weather maps for
heights up to 60,000 feet over most of the Northern Hemisrhere. From these
maps the normal wind directions and speeds can be ascertained.

6. =h7"

received from Pratt & Whitpey representative th.ﬁutra
operations have begun using P-47D15 airplanes as dive bombers, Airplane
carries two 1000 1b, bombs plus one 75 gal, belly tank for radius of action

. of 275 miles. Estimated miles radius with three 1000 1b. b:nbs. Filots

L - | whe k Flown the RITLLATH
dive bomber 'bnil.lt to _glh'.

Directed initiation of quick change power plant project for R-3350-EB
engines in B-29 airoraft. This is a speculative project against the
posaibility of future need of higher power engines in the E-29 than the present
R=3350-BA, ;

8. Development of Propagands lLeaflet Bomb

Requested Chief of Ordnance to develop a propaganda leaflet bomb
and procure a minimum of 4,000 per month for the remainder of the calandar
year. sted that this project be expedited so that delivery of subject
bombs to United States Strategic Air Fgroe in Europe-can be initiated at
the earliest possible date. These bombs are for use in the proposed psychological
warfare by USSAFE, and will be employed to drop leaflets over predetermined
areas cccupled by the enemy. At the present time, several make-shift devices

are being investigated in the U.K., but as yet nome of the methods tried

have given satisfactory ﬂﬂlﬂ-_ DECLASSIFIED
JAN 4 1974



Since there are indications of a shortage of shipping space for processed
alroraft to the subject theatres, tentative arrangementes have been made to divert
a portion of the airoraft for CBI from Los Angeles to New York for shipment from
the latter port on British Tankers. These British Tankers are being set up for
ultimate operation between the Fersian Qulf amd CBI, If the situation with
respect to the airoraft destined for South Pacific becomes serious, it may

become newessary to establish processing facilities in the Canal Zone.

10. Additiopal Fuel Frovisions for B-29's

Directed that B-29 airplanes, prier to incorporation of additional
wing center section fuel, be delivered with two bomb bay tanks in front bay.
Kits consisting of two bomb bay tanks and supporting straps for rear bomb bay
installation, will be provided for possible future installation for all interim air-
planes with the exception of those modified for 6 tank installation or assigned

to training,
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Destrustion of Beach Defense by ilr ittsck

Feport om am AAF Hoard Frojeot, carried out in conjunction
with the OGround Forces and Favy st Fort Flerce, Florida, indicates thet
serial bosbardment with l00gound demolition bombs with instentanecus furing

i affactive in clearing a path for nuu:l.t
_copsisting of barbed wire and nine
to ba leas sffective apainst other types of l'utin

troops

Souh

This report is being forwarded to 0-3, Army Oround Foroes,

and Army Service Forces.

2s

Mrer

It is being recommsnded that 0-2 forward pertinent
parts of this report te overssas thester cormanders.

Teat to [etermine Mutusl Interference Detwssn HEX Equipment on

The AAF Board has besn directed to comdust tessts to determince

the density of HZX sircraft which can ba employed in a formation before
mutusl ioterfersnce lecoms ao proncunced that the eguipment is not usabls,

3, 0Use of Water Injsction for Crulsing Purposes

Tests have besn made with C-48 and C-B7 esirplanes for the

purposs of determining the practicability of use of water injection for

crulsing and possible saving of fual.

Tents with C-48 indicate that

mirime specific fusl consumptlion can be cbtainsd without use of water in-

Jeeticn for crulse purposes.

Tests with C=-07 indicate that water Lnjection

for crulse can be used to sdvantage. Tests with C=64 scheduled to start

on 1 May.

Dewlopment work on the =29 on a water rosovery system (from

exhaust gasss) weighing 300 lbe. to recover 50 lba. of water per hour, is

progresaing.

4. Bovist hrruhul;‘ Commisnion Advised of Accumulation of Adroraft

Tpares

5, Delivery of P-47's to Brazilians in NTO

In mocordance with Lend-Lease inmstructions, arranged for

The sttention of the Soviet Purchasing Commission has besn
onlled to 700,000 lba. of sircraft spares awaiting shipment st Portland

L]
Oregon for more than 80 days, as of 31 March 1644, and i=mmediste sction
has been requsated.

delivery of 68 P=47 aircraft to Mediterranean Theatre of Cperaticos for
uss by First Drasilian Fightsr Squadron (Overseas Fores) to operate with

the Comstal Adr Foroe.

Dalivery schedule on these aircraft is 10 in April;

10 in May; 18 in June snd E per momth throughout the remainder of 1Pd44.
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By V. J. Gtewart ‘“‘Mﬂ OF CURKENT OPERATIONS IN BURMA

Plans for current Allied operations in Burma called for the capture of Akyab on
the western coast by the British IV Corps, the selzure of the Schwebo-lonywa sdrfields
in contral Burma by the British IV Corpa amd the development of the Ledo Road through
the Hukawng Valley in northern Burmma by Chinese-American forces.

The campaign opened slowly in Deceber 1943, following the end of the lest yeer's
monscon. The British S5th and Tth Indian Mvieiona indtisted the drive down the Arakan
coast to Akyab with the capture of Meungpdew, an important pert for seaborne supplies.
Stubborn opposition wes offered aleng the line of the Maungdeaw-Buthideung road by the
Japanese 55th [dvieion reinforced with elements of the 33rd Mvislon. Forty miles to
the east, the Blst West African Division began & parallel drive south from Paletws down
the valley of the Kalacan River,

In northern Burma, the Ledo Foad hed been cleared for truck traffic ower the Patkel
Hange to Shingtwiyang at the head of the Hukawng Valley. From this base, the American-
treined 22nd snd 38th Chinese Civielons advanced against Taro and Maingkwan. This
attack wes strongly opposed by elements of the Japanese l3th Diviasion, & veteran of the
Singapore campalgn, end initisl progress was alow.

Principal action in Februsry deweloped in the Usungdsw-Buthidsung sector of the
Arakan front. Early in the smonth & Japanese reglment infiltrated to the rear of the
British positions, pushed colusns to the weet and south and isolated the British 5th
and Tth Mvisions. Instead of retreating in confusion, the British established a strong
central point capable of being supplied by elr, and from which successful ground sctlon
againat Jap positions could be projected. Admiral Mountbatten's reguest to the Chiefs
of Staff for o diversion of 27 C=4b aircraft from Hump operations to supply the

isolated forces was approved. EBritish reinforcements arrived by foreed march from

rear areas and succeeded in fsolating and destroying many of the infiltrating Jap

DECLASSIFIED
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elements. By 25 February the communications of both British Divisions were restored.
Fifteen hundred Japs were killed in the action.

During this period of heavy fighting in the Arakan, the 8lst West African Liv-
ision moved down the Kaladan Valley against sporadic opposition to a point 30 miles
east of Buthidaung. However, early in March a Japanese infiltration to the north
forced the British to withdraw west of the Kaladan and north of Kyauktaw. This [iv-
igion has become partially dependent upon supply by air end has not made subsequent
progress.

After the restoration of communications on the Arakaen front, the Eritish resumed
the offensive and to date have cleared the Maungdsw-Buthidaung road except for the
tunnel section through the Mayu Range. British troops have occupied S5t. Martin's Is-
land, 13 miles south of Maungdaw and conducted successful commande operations on the
adjacent mainland. In the past week, further Japanese infiltration northwest of Buth-
idaung has been detected and attacked.

During March, the center of action has shifted from the Arakan sector to northern
and central Burma.

On March L-5, the Hukawng Valley drive attained its first major objective with
the capture of Maingkwan. The 5307 American Hanger Hegiment, composed of volunteers
experienced in Jungle fighting, made & rapld flarking movement and seized Walasbum on
the rosd to the rear of the Jap position at Maingkwan. The Japanese were trapped be-
tween the Americans and the Chinese 22nd Division attacking from the north and over
2,000 Japs were killed. Allied losses were light. The Chinese 38th [iviesion cleared
the western portion of the valley, captured Taro on the upper Chindwin River, and ad-
vanced south to join the foreces from Maingkwan. The strong Jap position at Shaduzup
at the southern end of the Hukawng Velley has been taken. The Rangers again executed
& flarking movement through the hills and isolated the enemy.

On the right flank of the forces in the Hukawng Valley, a regiment of Gurkha and

2o PRGOS il
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Kashin levies (native troops) captured Sumprabum on 20 March and have pushed to within
40 miles of Myitkyina, prineipal Jap alr and supply base in northern Burms.

Between % and 10 March the largest alrborne force yot carried by the Allies was
landed 150 miles behind the enemy lines near Kaths in north central Burma, In this
period, 8,000 men and 660 mules, comprising Wingate's 77th and}llth Long Renge Pene—
tration Brigades, were flown ints two landing strips which were cleared rapldly by
American airborne engineers. Total casunlties were 120, Transpert plane sorties slane
totalled 575. Allied air operations in support of this sovement caught nn urususl con=-
centration of Japanese aireraft on fields in ecentral Burms, destroying 63 and demaging
1# planes. The LAF brigades have since moved west ard eut the Mogsung-andalay rail-
way. A& third LAP Brigade, the léth, has reached the Indaw—Katha area, baving crossed
the Cnindwin seuth of Taro and marched south on jungle treils, Approodimetely 12,000
Allied troops and 1,200 mules are now opereting against Jap commuricstiona in this
ares. This foree ie being supplied entirely by air.

During the past seven months, the Japanese hsve more than coubled their forces in
Burma, With elght cosbat divisions in the area, the Japs were believed to heve dis-
tinct offensive capabliiities.

On 12 March elements of the Japanese 33rd Mvlalen blocked the Imphal-Tiddim
road north of Tiddim, headquarters of the British 17th Division. During the following
week, units of the L5th and Jlst Japanese Mivirlons croesed the Chindwin on & Broad
front ard sdvanced intoc the hills weot and northwest of Inphal. Previous to this,
activity on this front had been limited to patrol action with the Eritish taking the
of fensive. Admiral Mountbatten interpreted these movements as & thres—divisional
assault aimed at selsure of the Imphal plain with its food produce and twoe all-weather
airfields. Request was made to the Chiefs of Staff for sdditionsl aireraft te bring
the experienced 5th and Tth [Mvisions frem the hrakan front as reinforcements and to

supply undts {salated in the I=phel area. The Admiral was urged to cbtain these air-
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eraft from BEritish sources, rather than from Hump operations.

The Jepanese 33rd Division with tank support, is engaged in the arca south and
southeast Imphal. Flements have reterded the withdrawal towarde Isphsl of the Eritish
17th Division and have infiltrated to podnts within 25 miles of Imphal. One regiment
of the Jap 15th Divislon has pushed patrols nerthwest of Tamu to within 25 milee of
Inphal. Two regiments of the Jap 3lst Divislon are in the Urhrul-Kohisa area north-
west of Imphal, Two additional repiments from these divisions sre believed available
for offensive actlon against northeast Indis, The basis of the Japanese tactics has been
ts infiltrate small groups to eut the supply lines of lerger British forces. It is not
yet clear whether the main Jap effort will be cirected towards [dnapur and the rallway

fro= Caloutts which suppliecs our Assam rirfields.

In this series of Allied offensives and Jep counter-offensives, the dominsnt rele
of cargo and transport sircraft 1s apparent. The spoed of the Ledo advance, the
miccessful sovement ard supply of the LEF groups, ang the supply of units lsolated by
infiltratisn — all are dependent upon eir carge fecilities.

Throughout the operations the Allied Strategic ard Tectical Alr Forces besed in
India have maintained effective bombdng of the thinly extended enemy commuricotions im
Burms, scted in direct support of ground action, sttucked alrflelds and protected alr
eargo routes. Jep air action has been sporadic and has not involwed large msbers of
planes.

A meseage from the U.5. Chiefs of Staff to the Hritish Chiefs of Staff, dated 24
March states:

"It is conclusive to us that the greatest nccomplishment that can be achieved by
Bdmiral Mountbatten ia to securs Myltkylna with the object of providing an issediate
increass of the sir transport capacity to China. ...sese... We urge again therefore

that the necessary directive be lesued to Admiral Wountbatten to undertake the most

vigorous actlon to capturelpper pyrma during the remednder of the dry season, &
- 4 - DECLASSIFIED ﬂ
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out the monmsoon, and next fall, in order to increase the capacity of the alr transport
line to Chins snd expedite the laying of s plpelire to that countrY"s cssssnns

In the past week, British have concluded that the Jepanese of fensive has become &
serious threst to thelr position at Imphal and to the rallway from Caleutts to Ledo.

A measage from the British Chiefs of Stuff to General Wilson, dated 29 March statess

"Supreme Commander South Fast Asia has made an urgent reguest for reinforcements
in transport aireraft to enable hi= to wesist in supplying our forces which are cper—
oting behind the Japanese lines. Situation is serious since presont Japanese sdvance
towards Imphal might 1f successful cut the supply route to Assam airfields froz which
the sir route to Chine beglns and on which the troops defending this route depend., On
the other hand if we are successful we =ight achieve a consideratle victory over the
Japanese.

"Ismediate need is for relnforcements of 100 C—47 transports. We have discussed
with United States Chlefs of Staff all peossible sources of supply end have reached the
conelusion that the aircraft can be proviced with least effect on importsant operations
if they come from the Mediterranean. United States Chiefs of Staff have proposed and
we agree that one Undted States Oroup of Troop Carrler Command (64 (U.E.) and one
R.A.F. [akots Squadron (25 U.E.) should be transferred immedistely to Southenst Asis."

General Stilwell has advised General Marshall that Chiang Kal Shek will not commit
the Y Force -- the Chinese forces in the Yunnan Province on the northeast border of
Burma. The Oeneralissimo L8 providing however, one more divisfon which will be flown

into Burma. & eecond division may be releaced for a direrainml attack on Myitkyina.

mxz P. Famz,

2 April 194, Captain, C. E.

"okl Bk ){ L 'Ei

RICHARD PaHE, JR.,

Colonel, am-m Staff. _
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Regraded Unclassified




f

— 0 a

1 April 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIAAL BROWN:
The following is a brief of the attached Soviet analysis:

The present Soviet advance southwestward is so powerful that the
Jermans appear unable or unwilling to hold the river lines. This advance
may be slowed by spring thaws south of the Pripet Marshes. If for any
reason the present drive is stalled, a Soviet attack either toward Warsaw
or Flga seems likely. Although the OJermman withdrawal has been comparat-
ively orderly, it is probably not part of & carefully considered strategic
plan aimed at a counter-offensive should the Soviet lines become over ex-

tended.

The Germans will attempt to hold the Soviets as far east of the Car-
pathians as they can, and will probably counterattack wvery heavily east
of Lwow to hold that wvital communication center, Should Lwow fall, the
Germans will probably defend either (1) Carpathians —— Prut River line,
(2) carpathians —— Siret Hiver line, (3) Carpathians -- Lower Danube
Fiver line.

Critical manpower shortages might lead the Germans to effect a
voluntary withdrawal to a line based on either (1) Riga — Grodno — 1941
boundary, or (2) 1941 boundary —- Carpathian mountains —— lower Danube.
Although either of these positions effect a substantial shortening of the
line (500-700 miles), a proportionate economy of manpower cannot be
realized because many German unlts have been badly cut up and because the
Soviets could not only reduce their avernge frontage per division but
also economize in defensive areas and concentrate larger forces for attack
in selected areas. Nevertheless, withdrawal to the Carpathians, which
lend themselves to defensive operations, would result in a material saving
of manpower for the Germans.

The Russian military capabllities are dependent on essential lend-
lease supplies, without which Germany could probably still defeat Russia.
They will remain essentially unchanged untll the event of a cross-channel
operation. If that operation is successful the Soviets will continue
their pressure and it is unlikely that any considerable rumber of German
troops could be withdrawn from the Eastern Front. If that operation is
unsuccessful, or if there is no Second Front, the Germans could move sub-
stantial forces to the Eastern Front and it would seem likely the Soviets
would be forced to take up the defensive somewhere along the 1941 boundary
line. The Soviets will probably not attempt to go beyond the 1941 boun-
dary except in the case of a successful cross-channel invasion and/or the

collapse of Germany.
DECLASSIFIED
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l. QOeneral.

&. The Soviet advance south of the Pripet Marshas during the
past month has been rapdid and impressive. Soviet forces have crossed the
Bug and the Dnestr, have traversed Bessarabla, and are facing Old Fumania
along the northerm Prut. The present southwestward advance is so powerful
that the Germans appear unable or unwilling to hold the river lines that
normally would present greatest barriers.

bae The progress of the drive toward the southwest presents sev-
eril questions involving the genercl strategy of the United Nations, Soviet
ambitions in Europe, repercussions in the Bulkans, as well as possible
military reaction on the part of the Germans.

2+ Estimate of the Situation —— Immediate Present.

ae It is unlikely that the Germun withdrawal has been part of
& carefully considered strategic plan invelving a4 major counter-offensive
shoulc Hussian lines become overextendsd. In penerdal, withdrawsl nas been
comparatively crderly. OGerman counterattacks continue, particularly in
the Tarnopol area east of Lwow, the latter being the center of ruilway
lines tothe south and scutheast. Oerman resistance in the Odessa-likolaev
region has been stubborm.

be Tha possibility exists that the present rate of the Soviet
advance may be materially slowed down south of the Pripet Marshes largely
because of approaching spring thaws.
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¢, If the present drive is stalled, it is probable that
the Russlana will attack either toward Warsaw, as a diversionary
effort, or toward Rigs from the Fripet Marshes to cut off forces
in the Baltie Countries,

3. German Militsry Lines of Action.

a, Assuming a vigorous continuance of the present Soviet
offensive south of the Fripet marshes the Germans will probably
defend either (see map)

(1) Carpathians -- Pruth River Line

(2) Carpathisns =-- Siret Hiver Line

(2) Carpathians == Lower Danube River Line

(4) and/or launch a counterattack in the Lwow =
Tarnopol area,

b, Manpower in Cermany is sufficient for minimm mili-
tary needs only. The Germans have 194 divisions on the Eastern
Front (total strenght 3,600,000) opposed to 450 Soviet divisions
estimated to numbar 4,700,000, The Germans are overextended as
a result of winter operations and all available reserves are now
in the Weat. Length of time at beginning of drive was about
1970 miles (ten miles to a division). Present line is 1700 miles,

¢, Considerable economy of forces can be effected by a

voluntary Gernan withdrawal to:

pﬁ@"hssi alh
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(1) Riga -- Grodno - 1941 boundary:
Approximate length - 1000
On the present basis of one division for 10 miles this
would indicate a possible saving of 97 divisiona, This cannot be
accepted because many Goerman divisions have been so badly cut up
by the Soviet during the withdrawsl that they are no longer avail-
able as fighting units and therefore cunnot be considered as a saving,
The shortening of lines for the Germans would represent an egquivalent
shortening for the Soviets and a concurrent capability of reducing
materially the average frontage per division. Shortening linea
would mean that the Soviet would be able to economize in defensive
areas and concentrate larger forces for offensive action in selscted
areas, oShould the Germans withdraw to the Carpathians, they can
effact a material saving in divisions as the mountain area lends
itself to defensive operations.
(2) 1941 boundary line -- Carpathian Mountains --
Lower Dunube:
Approximate length = 1200
The holding of this line on the basis of present denaity
would indieats a saving of about 79 divisiona, MNo such saving would
be possible for the reasons indicated in paragraph (1) above,
4. Legistical Considerations.

a, [Lines of Commnications. Adequate rail lines exist to

areas north of Pripet with no important bottlenecks or defilea, The

picture ia entirely different in the Pruth--Dneister arecas esst of
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the Carpathians, With Lwow in Soviet possession supply to these areas
would be almost entirely dependent on lines from Western Europe running
through Budapest and to a lesser extent, Belgrade. Concentrated bomb-
ing of these cities would seriously ecripple the Nazi military supply
requirements.

b. BRivers. The Damube River and its tributaries, as soon as
free of ice, will be avallable to augment present transportation
facilities in the Balkana, The riverhead for naviration is indicated
by the anchor symbols on the attached map.

2. 0il, Cermany's augmented synthetie oll production has
reached the point that it could emable her to fight a defensive war
on greatly shortened lines for a considerable tipne, 01l supply in
Rumania, Hungary and Poland, however, supply 70,3% of the total anmual
dxis crude oil supply or 40% of the total annual Axis pil production,
Germany must, however, have oil to mount offensives and mist use
whatever divisions are required to defend the Humanian oil and insure
the Hungarian oil, She must make an effort to protect the 200,000 tons
of oll she now receives from Estonia.

d. Effect of Lend-Lesse on Soviet Capabilities., A4n i portant
factor enabling the Soviets to seize the offensive and retain it is
Lend-Lease, Lend-Lease food and transport part¥cularly have been
vital factors in Soviet success, Combat eireraft, upon which the
Soviet Air Forces relied so greatly, have been furnished in relatively
great mumbers (11,300 combat planes recoived), Should there be a full
stoppage of Lend-Lease it 1s extremely doubtful whether Russia could

vEGT*"SSﬁ@D
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retain efficlently her all-gut offensive capabilities, Even defensively
the supply of Lend-Lease food and transport would play an extreualy
vital role, It amounts to about a million tona & year, If Hussia
were deprived of it, Germany could probably still defeat the U.5.5.K.
Land-Lease is our trump card in dealing with U.5.5.E, and its control
is possibly the moat effective means we have to keep the Soviets on
the offenaive in connectlion with the second fromt,

5. Second Front.

8, Hussian military capabllities will remain essentially un-
changed until the following develop:

(1) 4 successful Second Front, or
(2) An unsuecessful or ne Second Frent,

b, In the case of a successful cross=-Channel coperation, it is
unlikely that any conslderable number of Gerusn troops can be withdrawn
from the Eastern Front if the Soviets will continue their pressure,.
Assuming continuance of the present Soviet offensive, intensified Allied
bombing of ilmportant rail and industrial centers in the Balkasns, and
consequent Bdlkan internal difficulties, it is possible that Germany
may be foreed to withdraw within a much more constricted defensive ares
or reduce forces currently in France or Germany.

¢, In ca.e of an unsuccessful or no Second Front, the Germans
could move substantial military forcea to the Eastern Front, Under
these circumstances it is likely that the Soviet Army wiuld be forced
to take up the defensive somewhere alonz the 1941 boundary line apninst
the offensive action the Germans could be expected to initiate,

Ed‘hsf \gﬂh
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Cerman off'ensive could be launched north of the marshes where the rail
net &= superb for the support of operations. Should the U.5.8.R. ad-
vance to the Carpathians the German attack could be launched to
the South East where its effect would be to stabllize the Balkans,
aecure the Danube corridor and rob the Russians of the galns that have
cost them so highly. Such an attack would have the advantape of
paralleling the river lines thus minimizine these barriers.

6. Coneulsions,

8, The Sovieta will not attempt to go beyond the 1941
boundary except in the case of a successiul cross-Channel operation and/or
a German collapse, In the former case they will continue their of-
fenaive, In the latter case they will move rapidly into Germany.

b. The Germans will hold the Russians as far east of the
Carpathians as they can, They will counterattack wery heavily east of
Lwow to hold that vital commnication center. It they fail to hold
Lwow they will withdraw to defensive lines indicated in paragraph 3

above,

TFIED
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To: LRl e

Question: What kind of command does Gen, Eisenhower have over the British
Bomber Command and the U, 5, Strategic Air Forces in Europe’
Answer:
At the present time, Gen Eisenhower exercises no command over either, Both
tha U.3, Alr Forces in Europe and the British Bomber Command operate directly
under the CCS carrying out directives prepared by the CCS, Air Marshal Fortal
1s the executive agent for the CGS, Arrangements have been made to pass
direction of the Strategic Air Forces, both British and American, to General
Eisenhower, This direction ie to pass when Gen Eisenhower and Air Marshal
Fortal have agreed upon & plan for alr operations to sssist OWERLOAD, This
direction will consist of operationsl control over both Air Forces by General
Eisanhower and will be exercised through Air Chief Marshal Tedder who is Deputy

to General Eisenhower,
General Eisenhower and Air Marshall Fortal have agreed upon & plan but the plan

has not been approved by the British Chiefs of Staff, hence the passage of

control to Gemeral Eisenhower has not yet taken effect,

T VTN
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

1 April 1944

MEMORANDUM POR AIMIAAL BROWN:

Subject: Estimated Situation on the Soviet-
German Front as of 1 June l9LL.

In compliance with your instructions, the follewling 12 an
eatinate of the situation on the Eastern Front, to include the pro-
bable location of the front line as of 1 June 1944.

It is suggested that due to the dearth of Informatiosn on
the Hed Amy, any prediction must be nothlng better than an "educated
ruess."

It 1s generally agreed that Soviet manpower is such that
the Hed Aray is able to maintnin a superiority of numbers, and with
a peak war production, is able to replace buttle wastages, partleularly
in artillery and tanks. Lend<Lease fills out the other two vital
factors—planes and food.

Therefore, & definite strutegy s opened to the Sovlets which
they have relentlessly maintained. This strotegy imvolves pressure along
the entire front, and when a soft spot in the German lines appears, it
is developed to the limit. Weanwhile, pressure is not relaxed on the
remainder of the front, thereby pinning down lateral movement of German
relnforcemonts.

To date no major Soviet drive has been launched without sim-
ultanecus pressure all along the rest of the front. Further, it is
believed that during April the ground from the Pripet marches north will

fﬂj By Depu.7 Aroliv 1.8,
Iﬂ}r * By ¥. J. Btewart L. AN« 1974
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greatly restrict large scale pressure. Therefore, in spite of the fact
that the southern sestors of the froht =ay permit large scale operatlons,
the accompanylng pressure in the north will be absent, thus preventing
the Hed Army temporsrily froa comtimuing its overall strategy.

The actual period of thaw may only be about four weeks duration
tut men and materiel are not moved up to the front until the ground 1s
hard, and this sovement requires time. The latter part of May then will
permit the Soviets to resume thelr strategy.

Therefore, 1 estimate the front on 1 June will be substantislly
the same a; at present except for that portien from the vicinity of
Cernautl to the Elack Sea, where it may be along the Carpathians to

approximately the mouth of the Danube or to soae polnt on the coast more

PBSowt R

RICHARD PARK, JH.,
Colonel, Oeneral Staff.

to the north.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

15 March 1944

WEMORANDUM FOR THE PHRESIDENT

A recently captured Japanese ceptain who was at-
btached to the maintenance crganization of & medium
bomber group based at Rabaul since Septesber 1943, stated
that his group had lost from 30 to L0 planes in operatlons
during that period. Heplacements were flown from the
enpire within two or three days. Sose of these alreraft
were produced as late s October or late Movember, sig-
gesting that they had come aloost drectly from the

production line.

L. MATHEWSON,
Colonel, General Staflf.

DECLASSIFIED
By Deputy Azchiviet of the U.B.
By V. J. Btewart Date JAN 4 1974
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

14 March 19:4%

MEMORANDUM FOR ThHE PRESILENT:

In summing up recent air-borne operations
in Burma, General dtratezeyer has reported
edditionally as followa:

On the night of 5 Merch, the First Afir Com-
mando Force carrying Wingate's men landed 160
miles behind the lines in Burma. Glider-borne
englneers did superb job on strip 5,000 x 300
feet in one day. Next moraing light planes
evacuated 30 casualties,

On afternoon and night of 9 March our
bombers apd fighters destroyed on the ground
20% of Jap Alr Force in Burma. Looking forwerd
now 1o extreme concentration of effort for dir-
eot alr support of Wingate's Forces. We now
bave a fighter base complete with mntl-miraraft
and radar warning protection, from which we
will operate aguinst Jepanese from the heart
of thelr own territory.

L. MATHEWSON,
olofel, General Staff,

2 63 [I/r'l.l'
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

7 March 19.%

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIUENT:
Subjent: B-29 Projeot

1. The XX Bomber Command &nd the first of its two
Very Heavy Bombardment Wings (the 58th) will move to the
theatre this month. This initisl foree will be made up of
four (L) groups, with four (4} sgquadrons each, egquipped
with 150 B-29's. Msintensnce and service units required
are moving by water. Personnel for the teotlcel units will
fly over in B-29's and in aireraft of the Alr Tremsport Com-
mand., The B-29's will begin to move spproximately 10 Meroh,
leaving in inerements of nine or ten sireraft a day [wen-
thar permitting) until s8ll 150 have departed.

2. Training of the 58th Wing began in October apnd
hos been conducted at Emnsas bases under the Second Alr
Foroe. Much of this trailning hos been socomplished on B-17's
while ewelting produection of the B-29. To dete, 178 stenderd
B-29's.have besn delivered to the Armmy Alr Forces (exclusive
of 14 test and experimental models.) The 150 airersft for the
speciel project regquire certain modificaticns to make them
fully ready for combat, which modificatlons are now belng made
and will be completed by 15 March. Thess mircraft will be
equipped with the latest centrasl gun control epparatus, reder
pountermeasure eguipment, and blind bombing rader equipment.
Bases are being constructed to receive these alrorsft in the
theatre end necessary supplies, including fuel, fuel storage
fecilitisa, lubricants, bombs, and ammunition are being es-
pembled in the theatre. The Commanding Gencrel of the XX Bomb-
er Command, Brigadler General K. B. Wolfe, has been in the
theatre sinoe the middle of Jenuary with the Advance Echelon
of his Headquarters and is partleipating in the preperation.

3. The second wing for the XX Bomber Command {the 73rd
Very flesvy Bombardment Wing) has begun Ats tralning under the
Second Alr Forece and 1s scheduled B0 to the theatre this rall.

Colonel, General Starff.
24 1FIED
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' Peputy Archivist of the o.8.
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2] February 15844.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHRESIDENT:

Recent reports of starvation overtaking Japannse troops
in New OQuinea and New Dritaln are further borne out by the follow-
i:n‘ htlriltin‘ axtracta from an Intellipence Summary from the
Boutlwest Pociflo:

Extracta from diary of jofficer of 80th Infantry at
Satelberg: "4 Nov: We've been without rations for s momth.
Although we appreciste the fact that to ondure privations and
shertages of food io a part of war, our present privatloms can-
not be expressed in words. We have eaten bananas, stons and
roots, plantain trees, bamboo shoots, grass, and [lowering farns,
in faot, everything up to leaves of trees that could be eaten.
Whather we 1ike it or not, we are experiencing this and thinking
only that it is a splendid training for us.”

A PO captured at Kelanca (18 miles 5B of Sio) on 14
Jan 44 expressed hatred toward spuperior offlicers because of
11l-treatment, Says that during retreat a wounded Sgt M jor
was burlsd alive bacauss of mistreatment of subordinates, Claimed
to have seen moat of his companionn commit suiclde during with-
drawal dus to inabllity to stand starvatios.

- L] - - - - - - - -

E Feby POV wtatos: [ue to shortages in supplies and
ratione, evacuses were living on the hops of getting west of
Saldor. Officers gave stragglers and sick, hand grenades with
which to commit sulcide and lsft them behind.

- Ll - - - - - - - -

olenel, U, 5. Army

DECLasulFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the 0.3,

"'l 7. Btewart Ilt.m ‘m‘
10301Y ey "
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

17 February 1944 S
e 74 1
o 7
u B
MRMORANTUM POR THE PRESIDENT: e
w H
o =
Subject: Statlstical analysis of Japanese shipping losses. E :;'.’F
Ll
1. In two years of war, United States and illied Forcea have g 4 E
destroyed a total of 783 ships, comprising 204 commissioned naval s of
vessels and 579 herchantmen of 1,000 or more gross tons. These totals 2
are cirrent estimates of the Division of Maval Intelligence, and they &
are based upon contimuous revialon and reevaluntion of all information ;
roceived from Pearl Harbor up to February 7, 194k. A
JAPANESE SHIPPING SUNK BY CIFFERENT AJENTS =
-
By Surface By Other
Iype of vessel Br Sybs By Flunes Yegsala hgents  Total
Battleahips..ccrssnes =— _ 1 1# 2
Mreraft Carriers... =— 5 — L 1
Heavy Crulsers...... 1 2 1 = L s
Light Cruisers...... 1 1 2 _— L "
Destrayerte s resasss 15 17 & 8 62
Bubmarines...... P & | 2 20 1w Lh
Subtotals,.eesess FL] Fa L6 23 12y
Marchantmen (1000 or
more gross tons).. bl 105 1 Sy 579
GRAND TOTAL..e.os S4LL 132 53 17 T3
1a.3% 7.55 11.0% 100.0%

Percentagi..i-sss G2 TH

# 1 Battleship sunk by aireraft and surface veasels.
#% 1 AMreraft Carrier sunk by aireraft and submarine.
### 1 Sytmarine sunk by mine, &4 by alrcraft and surface vessels,
8 by unrevealed unita.

2. The followlng statistics reflect that the three principal
weapons employed against the enemy's shipping — torpedoes, bosba and
gunfire — it is the torpedo which has caused the greatest devastatlon,
whether launched from submarines, surface vessels or alreraft, Bomba
have damaged an incalculsble mmber of the enemy's vessels, but they have
gank them, as & rule, only when employed with the low altitude tactice

I .
1]87,/%
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Regraded Unclassified




b

p &

which are now coming into full development.
blows against the enemy's capital ships.

BattleshipSesussasass
Mreraft Carriers....
Heavy Crulsers..cssses
Light Cruisers.......
Destroyers.ssesssssss

SubtotalBeseecenss

Gunfire has struck the body

Merchantmen.sseeessss 418

GRAND TOTALsewasss L4l

=Tl Yarleq Other
Type of vessel  Torpedoes Bombs Gunfire (Combinations Weapons Total
g . . : - :
L . 2 5 -~ ;
1 1 Z 5 - :
1 1 2 : . :
2 1 10 i Y.
23 T 2 1 :
9.5 15 21 ~ 2 s
v B & % 657
Very respectfully,
Ch“ﬁ#)‘ﬂ’ond,
Captatn, U.5.N.
I)EGL&ESIFEE‘J# o
Depaty Archivist of %
“ 1 '..-.'Ls.-_...] 19?4
By V. J. Brewd E,ﬂ 4




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

17 Febroary 1944

MUENORANDIM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Uerman efforts to throw Allied forces in the
Anzio beachhead off balance have been handicapped to date
by a lack of sufficient heavy artillery and antiaireraft
guns.,

Correction of these deficiencies by recent
heavy night movements of artillery along roads lending south
toward Home podnts to a likely resumption of the Cerman
attack within the near futurs.

Colopel, General ét..lf:,

DECLAG:IFIED
By Deputy Archiviet of tha U.3.
By ¥. J. Etowart Dats JAN "_B”
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

18 February 1044

MENORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Tha following sxtracts from a eable recently received from
General Esker are of poasible intersst. His commsenots werse based on
a recent tour of inmspection of the Mediterranesn area and sonverss=-
tions with Gemerals Cannom, Clark, Alexander and Devers and stafl

"l. Evaryone is engaged in oritioal sxamination of tectloa,
organigation and weapons to see whathar any change is nesded. IF it
i@, it will be made promptly and Washington will be sdvised wo that
sotion oam be takem in other theaters, teo. At present there sosma
to be oo sericus limitatlion, which i mot inhersnt in Alr Forcas, and
no knmown change in equipment will permit flighteras to oparate with a
G0=mile gale blowing across thair flald nor can bosbers fly in freec=
ing rain with heawy lelng lewels at 200.

"2. Pressnt organication has come from suoocessful operationa of
the same type of organlgation over a leng time. Alr Forces are suf-
fielent in oumber, There Ls & good logletlo system mnd thare are no
shortages of oritical items., The supply of eritioal items with unlits
commnioantion and fusl, is good for thirty days and in depoks there la
& minimum of 45 days' supply. Leadership is able and expsrienced and
communicatione are good. Alrfields are inferior by U.K. or 0.8,
standards, but i good weather they are operational and satisfwotory
with oars. Gensrally, there are sncugh landing strips, and they are
wall laid out and sufficlently big %o support operations.

5. A recomsendation is made agaimat drawing ecnolusions without
complete inforsation em local conditions and facts.

"4, The air mnd ground leadsrs agres on air smployment and alr
support problems, and there i» elose sooperation and harmony.

"B. Equipment, acosssories, bombers and planes gemarally are
adequate under prevalling ecnditiocna.

"8. The Alr Foross are flying any mission whioh has any prospect
of suopess and will sontinue to do mo. OCenerals Cannom and Clark spemt

DECLASSIFIED

By Deputy Archiviet of tha U.B.
Zo 3(“’6 ? By Y. 5. Stewart DatedAN 4 1974



the day in the beachhead Wednesday and later both have been inter=
viewsd and their confidence snd stataments are resssuring. General

clark fesls that he is getting support and full cooperaticn from the
air and has no cosplaint,” .

cdlemal , General ihﬂ‘-

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archivist of the U.B.

By W, J. Gtewart Dats JAN 41974
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTON

29 Jamuary 1744

MEMOEANDUM FOR ALMIRAL BROWN:

SUBJECT: Allied and Enemy strength in Italy.

1., It ins estimated that total Allied strength in
Italy at the present time is 600,000,

2. This figure includes:

5 U. 5. Divislons

5 British Divisions

1 Kew Zealand Division
2 Canndian [dvisions

2 Indian Dvisions

2 French DMvisions

1 Polish Mvision

Total 18 Mvislons
3. Enemy strength in central Italy is estimated at
350,000 including 15 divisions. Additional enmmy strength
in porthern Ttaly which may be brought to bear agsinst our
forces is estimated at 60,000 and includes 2 plus divislons.

4. The above flgures do not 1

THEWZON,
; General Staff.

L ¥
.mﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂhwut r'a‘:J 3 .119,?4
_ A TEE gtowart DAt ———
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

28 January 1944 | #

MEMORANTUM FOR ADMIRAL BROWN:

The follewlng has been furnished toc me by the Joint Planners
refsrence control of the strategie air forces in Europe and the

Mediterranean.

A directiwe has been issusd by the U.S. Chisfs of Staffl to
General Spaats, who commands the U.5. Strategic Alr Forces in
Europs, extracts of which are as follows:

#2, The U,5. Strategle Air Forces in Furcpe will come
directly under the command of the Supreme Allled Commander
at & date to be announced later by the Combined Chiafs of

Staff.

n5, Should a strategical or tactlical emergency arise
requiring such moticn, theater commanders may, at thelir
diseretion utilize the strategic air forces, which aras
based within their respective theaters, for purposes cther
than their primary mission, informing the Combined Chiefs
of Btaff and the Commanding General, U.5.5.A.F.E. of the
aotion takem."

The dirsctive under which General Wilson is now cperating in
the Mediterranean contains provisions substentially the same as
those in Para § above.

You will notice that the above appliea to U.5, Strategie Alr
Forces alone, and in no way covers the use which may be made of the
Royal Adlr Force Bombing Command., I am told that the British to date
have objected to subordinating this force to the Supreme Allisd Com=-
mander, but that there is a disposition on their part to yleld to J' b

our viewpoint for the purpose of

el, General imr.

DECLASSIFIED
By Depuiy Archiviet of the U.8.

- By ¥. J. Stewart Date JAN 4 1974
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This is from the Enclosure to GCS LOO/2
entitled

CONTHOL OF STRATEGIC AIR PORCES IN NORTHWEST EUROFE AND IN

L MEDITERRANEAN

C

The Enclosure is a draft of a directive to be issued by the U.S.
Chiefs of Staff.
el

2: The U.5. Strateglec Adr Forcea in Furope will come directly

under the command of the Supreme Allied Cosmander at a date

announced later by the Combined Chiefs of Staffl.

i et g L

5: Bhould a strateglcal or tactical emergency arise roquiring

such action, theater commanders may, at their discretion utilize the

strategle air forces, which are based within their respectiwe thoaters,

for purposes other than their primary mission, informine the Combined
Chiels of Staff and the Commarding General, U.S5.5.A.F.E. of the aotion

takan.

NHote: The directive to General Wilsenm contained in CO8 3873 contains

L abowe.

& statement approximately the same as

DECLAGSIFIED B
J.0.8. Regroding Hemo 5 22-71

sy (D) nare’?N 4 1974
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEFARTMENT GENERAL STAFT

28 Janusry 1944.

MEMOEANDUM FOR ADMTRAL BROWN:

The following has besn prepared by Captais Eaiffin and
reviewsd by me in an attempt to antisipate the result of opera-
tions mow directed toward the oapture of Home.

Tt is estimated that the build-up of the Allied forces
on the besohhesd south of Rome snd the enemy foros to oppose it
will be approximately s follows:

erman Allied
0 - Day - 1 Div plus
Diz - 2 Diva (equir)
D43 Equir of § Div 2 1/3 Dive plue
D4 . " 5 1/3 Dira "
D+ B - * 328 Dim 3 Dive
Ds8 - " & Dive .

14 Ceperal Wilson estimated that enemy strength
be squivalent of & 1ittle more than 3 divisions.
the same tims Allied strength was 2 1/3 divislons plus special

5
5
By
:

Asmuming a8 sn outeide estimate that the enemy succeads
in building up his Home foros at the rate of 1/3 divieion per day,
drawing largsly from the Cassino fromt, and assuming that total
Allied bulld-up for the forssesable futurs will mot sxoeed 4 divi-
sions plus, than D& & or 28 January hs should have suffilolent
strength ssriously to cpposs the sxpansion of ocur bridgehead,. The
improvisstion of a workable organisation from his available bits

and pleces and the time required to assembles sdequats suppliss will
cperate furthar to postpome any msjor osounter-attack against our
foross wntil a later date., Mesmwhile, delaying us ms he can, he

may be expeotsd to cencentrats the bulke of his troops in the Vellstri-
Valmemtons area snd bide his time.

If the enemy adopts the lime of sction suggested abave,
D4 7 may find his foross distributed approxiastely as followsy

£, 1180, Bee. ME) rnd WD) or (K
0BD letter, May L 1872
» HHF, m-n.m.._m.-i-ﬁ?‘l
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Fome area 4 divislons plus
Canslno area 4 divisiona
Enroute NW 1 divielon

This may result in so weakening his Casmsino fores that
he may find it necsssary to pull back te a pravicusly prepared
position running gemerally northesst from Terraciea. This he
could do lelsurely and it is beliewed sucoessfully behind skill-
ful use of mines and demclitions, with an oye, meanwhile, to the
full develepment of the situation socuth of Homa.

By D + 8, our landing forces should have succesdsd in
cutting the Appiam way mesr Cisterme, buc further progress will
be slow and stoutly contested. An attempt to penetrate the gap
between the mountains would be extremely ccetly and of doubtful
success. 1 can therefore at this polint ses no othsr immsdiats
result on this fropt but & stalemate induced by snemy forces in
pessssalon of dominating terrain and fighting desparately to pro-
teot the one remaining road leading morthwest to Fome. Constant
and heavy bombardment of this artery by our air forces will make
it incressingly difficult for the enemy to supply his Seuthern
forcea. This, combined with steady pressurs along the pround
from the scuthesst acd south, wiil eventually foree the snemy to
ratire to a general line possitly running from the mouth of the
Tiber on the south, through ‘I-1lltrj-'-'l]mntnnu-inuun, and
along the Pescara River on the north.

The enemy's lime, whila faorced to yieald, will not be
broken, and the cepturs of Fome will hawe to be postponed ta a

luter data,

T S0N,
eneral Staflf.

ol, G

T ®
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
EFTRATIONE SR
WASHINGTOM

28 January 1944.
MEMOBANTUM POR ADMIRAL BROWN.

As & partial answer to the guestion which you raised
this morning, the following is submitted:

Despits unfaversble flying conditicos oo the Z4th, over
500 defensive scrtles wers flown by Allied fighters over the
dnzio wrea. Partioipating throughout the Z4th in thess opor-
atlone were: 129 Bpitfires and 185 P-40's or m total of 204
fighters, 40 ememy aircraft wers sncountersd over the ares
for an equal loss of 3 airplaces to both sides. Light casusl-
tiss suffered by both sides indicate that defemsive fighters
found it diffisult to elose with the snemy dus to poor wisi-
bility. The Cermans meamwhile, wning radar, sould carry out
their aoti-shipping bombing missions despite the wenther. 20
snemy alroralt have been reported destroyed to date by fight-
ers of the Taotioal and Coastal Alr Foroes in the ismsdiste
arsa where the landings have besn mads.

I have also been informed that heavy bombers of tha Strate-
io Air Forees wers given a primary mission throughout the week
ending 24th January of cooperating with mediums and lights of
the Tactioal Alr Forces in cperations which were designed to pave
the way for and support the landings., Weather preventing such
smployment of heavy bosbers om the Béth, they were dispatched to
Bofia, Lacking further details, 1t would seem that the 142
fighters whick escortsd the abortive Sofis missicn might have
besn more profitably employed over the dnsio area om the sese day,

L.
Colemel, V. 8. Army




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

Bl Deoember 1043

MEMCRANTIM FOR ADMIRAL BROWN:

Bubjects Estimated Bituation om the Fumse-
German Front s of March, 1544.

l: In complimnce with your instructions, the following is an
eatimmte of the situation on the Eastern Fromt, to inolude probable
loantion of the front line s of March, 1644.

2;  As will be spprecisted, a propar saalysis of this subjeat
met be based largely an a determination of the lines of metion whish
ara open to each of the oppoeing forves and of the courss of acticn
which each is most spt to pursve. OUnfortunately, the anmwers to the
above guestions ars based upon so many impondsrables, that LDy Som=
clusicn resched at the present times can be considered not mush batter
than an "edveated guess™. Eowsver, I have sndesvored to welgh the
factors invelved, based on the meager informetion avallable, and the
following is pressnted for what it may be worth.

5. Copabilities.

A: The Boriets appear to have a preponderance of strength
over the Germans of about three to cne slong the entire front. Fros
this standpelnt, they sppsar to be in & position to launch large soale
winter operations st any time, at any point, and with reascnable chanoe
of sucoess. If and when they chocse to commit thelr strategio reserves,
it 1s likely that they may effect at least an initial break-through of

sericus proporticns. Thelir ability te fully expleit such & break-through
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an & sustaimed basis and sarry it through to s decisive somolusion
remains & matter of speculation, dus largely to the supply and com=
munieations problems imvelved.

_h. If the past Ls amy oritericn, the Derman Army appears
eapable of contimuing an erganieed defecse as long me operations againet
them remaln oc approximately the same scale as st pressct. Te date,
they have besn able to hold im sritical areas, sad sven launch limited
counter=offensives in order to prevent the smoirclement of sizesble unolts.
Whils it 48 true the German Armies have besn forced to give ground, thelr
withdrawals bavs, for the most part, besn made in good order and without
sericus loas of manpewer and equipment. If, on the other hapd,; the
Fussians should make an all-put effert to break the line at aay glven
poict, it is doubtful if the Jermans could hold, The resarikable recup=
erative powsrs of German units in the fauce of disaster must contimue to
be & vital Tactor in determining the scape of their defeat under acy
given set of conditlons.

4: Intentlions.

& It is doubtful if the Fussians have any iatentiem of
committing their forces to an all-sut effort within the next three
months, Oaim in territory does mot appear to be a predomicant facteor
ip their wimter plans, simos sach important sdvemce to the West ia
pecessarily sttended by new and serious problems from & mapply and com=
muniesticns standpoint, FRsther, it would seem to thelr best interssts,
for the pressnt, to keesp up sufficlent pressure to retain the ipitistive

in eritieal areas and to coctaln the marimum enemy foroes and wear them
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down by attrition. Thus the ground work weuld be prepared for what,

we may reasonably hope, will be a majer commitment of strotegic reserves
en the Eastern Front in cocrdimation with Angle=American lowvasicn on
the Weat.

bs  German efforts, meamwhile, may well be ealeulated to
preserve the imbegrity of their defecse and to conserve manpowsr sven at
the cost of terrain.

5. Comelusiocns.

&, From the above, 1%t may be concluded that no material
change will scour in the situstion on the Zastern front during the
next thres months.

k. Winter cperations may be expescted to foroe a German
withdrawal by March to the following gemeral line (nerth to scuth)y
Lake Felpus - Polotek = Slavnce = Botrulsk = Moryr = Olevek = Zhitemir =
Vinnites = southeast along the Bug Fiver to Nikolayew. (Ses attached
map), Withdrawsl from the Crimes is alsc included in the sbove.

8:  Since the center of gravity of the Russian Armies is mow
massed in the Gomel - Kiev ares; n Jerman withdrawsal in the south to the
Bug River is consldered more likely than a withdrawsl to the Lake Pelpus -
Poleotsk line in the morth.

-

-AL. WatemmsoN, — A/ TE R

el, Gemeral Staff,
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