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29 March 1945
MESTERN FFONT

Yesterday U.5. First and Third Armles deepened thelr penetrotions
in the German center, capturing Geraan cities of Giessen and Marburg,

&0 and 70 miles respectively east of the Rhine River. Enemy is Teverishly
sttespting to restore some sort of blocking position on this front, but
lack of means is defeating every attack, and resulting coly in further
destruction of his remaining forces,

Two U.5. divisions engaged in house-to-house fighting in Frankfort,
where resistance is heavy although city is all but encircled.

Enemy resistance to British Ninth Army operations north of the Huhr
alacked appreciably and good progress made, but greatest threst to eneay ' &
capability to continue the fight continues to be General Bradley's group
of Armles on the middle Khine.

i' Allies now heve 35 divisions esst of the Fnine. Logistics, rather

than enemy sction, blggest Allied probles.
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o detailed informitlon 1s svallsble on the erossing north of aune
nor on Genersl Petton's erossing south of Weins.

Enemy murt now deal with three Allied brideehoads sopoed over n 200=
mile froot. In view lick of woblilty of nis divisions anc stete of cose
municstions, he will heve grest diffienlty in redeploying nle survivine
forces. Francfort eree in particular now dengercusly under-manned.

Weather yestercay and today excellent.

LTnld
Genernl Alexander reports thet due weadened enemy situstionm, tine rige
for of fensive by 1% h Army Qroup with objective of destrovine miximus ens

forces souwtn of the Po.
On [<lpy, 10 Aprll, Bth Aray on right will sttece tomero Fertere.
Four duays later, Sth amy will launeh main effort on sxdle Dolosne-Ferrere.

Resting, refitting and regrouplng of Allied forees completec. ounpls

situstion pood.
plelsbliocs

Continuing series of operations to clean up Visayes in Philippdnes.
hoericel Divielon will lsnd on 3 Warch cn Cebu Inland.

(Americsl Mvision was formed early in 194z in New Caledonin of wvarlour
Ueie unite which had been shipped there lndependently we garrison forees. It
1s the only unnumberec Aserican division.)

Our forces an Luzon have lost L #4] killed and ]_5.,1..-'\-'- wonted,

—

known dead, 88,6T6.
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From 14 darch (start of the caar=cosalle o retd ) thrsugh M darch,

E total of 55,000 nrisan newe Baen togen by anerleca Thire and ceventn

srnles. Enemy loen in eoulnzent hans bean correposntinel A Entizate

tot lors to eneoy

ceng Bnid srizoners now 20, 000

ly orgenized enemy resistance mow in thde Lo

went of the Bnlne. lere gnesy sust noloe to cover ro

withdrawel of rewuinte of Germen Flret sno osventhk 'S et U

eferd esat of the lnine, ene=y recistance oniy =odorate,

Sinbd states that operstions here will be muened visopouw Ly whitn ebject of
establishing fira bridgehesd te include Frivkiart. At & ter gt Aot now
flawc, en sovence In streneth vi1l be moce Ln directd w af Kespel
LIRS

4

With Ilvision hes ured 10dle oo caney Izlend, Comsunlige recorts

tnat elty wea 7N burned by Jins but dock aress intnet ano nerber glesr,

vuerrills operetl

on Pana) Yo been 4 anjor Tactor ia the soeed end succes:

af this operetion.

The Ildlo aree will be develssed ints one of four lures

stawing areee in
the Philaed vith inetallntions in esch to mocvemssdete =iy elvislane. AT

o8 will be Lenlle, Leyte pnd Cebu City on the Solond o Celu,

british lath army continuling onerstlons vhich threorten destruction of
better part of three Jap divisfons L arer south of <andsley.

a.'LIiIJ:-Ii

ir carrlers dasaged (in sseition to the Finseele, prevlovsly

o)

ere the IaleirIl, the CiTikPnlok, the [0nai0wi and the haor, lnor demase to

S e sy
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MESTihH FRONT

The enesy bulge west of the Hhine ir near collanse and Germen First
Army in complete disorder.

Genersl Patton's oincers movement, with a corps moving east end snother
corps south from asross the Yoselle, has sade & Juneticn north of Kolseraluue
tern. kach of these two corps i2 employlng two armered and three infuntry
dlviziona. hedio brosceasts atate that Third aArmy took 2,000 prisoners
yesterday but operetional reports do net indieste thit sireatle mushers of
the enemy have been captured or destroyed.

To the south on Seventh Army front, the eneay has been clesred from French
goll except for stragglers. On the right of Seventh army, French forces hive
crossed the border into Germsny.

Grestest threat to enemy in bulge erea ie possibility of junctlon between
Third and Seventh Armies, now reported by press to be 17 siles npart.

#llisd forces now control west bans of hhine &1l the wiy aown to the
bend west of Uninz. Remistance in Ceblenze had cessed.

In our bridgehesa st hemmgen our geins were Limited. Enemy is concen-
trating his arsor and whatever infantry he cen spare {rom other soctors to
counter Allied threat here.

Marshal Hentgomery's Horthern Group of amuies is corrying out concentrations
&nd regrouping for the maln effort scross the Rhine with tarcet daute of &L Werch.
Otherwise no change along the Rhine from Coblens north.

[CEELAG
Tne CV Fhasasdil wae hit by a micide diver, saroed with & boob, st 7 &.m.

on 19 Warch, The eneny attecx caused bad fires. The Fhudalls 1s now Lelng

203(r5/ 25 R

Regraded Unclassified



towed to the south by the Uk FITTOHUKGH. The sttack securred during our
earrler-strines apguinat the Acbe-fure ires, on 19 Uarch, TF %8 reporte results
of elrcrift striges 13=19 Sarch wers good.

The Dritish Pacific fleet, conslsting of L CV, =2 EB, 5 CL enu 11 bE, will
supplenent Tees Force 52 {n its supeort of ICEDE. The Britisn force will strike
Sakishima Gunto (& group of {slenas between Oxinaws Gunto end Topmasn) on the
Z7th, #8th, Z%th and 3lat of Warch, and lst and ind of hpril., &t tnis time,

TF £8 will be working over (g inawa .
ghI...;:"j‘I.n'r'.._'

PaliaY, By L.00, UYmrch 18, 4 infantry bettellons and gl]l srnor Aahore.
Mej. Oen, Brush assumed oo mand eshore. Operations continue enll sfactory
sgeinst slignt opooaition. Casuslties to dute, 3 wounded.

oo Jan micget subnuarines were ceslroged OF airersft in the Gull of

Deveo on 18 darch.
PrilFI0 oBy
§ix of our subs report sinkine 1 LD, & rreighters, 1 oiler snd & eacort

vessele: and cameging 1 freighter pnd 1 escort vessel.
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WESTERN FRONT

With the capture of Coblenz, Allies now hold solid 130 mile stretch
of the west bank of the Rhine.

The position of the German lst Army in the bulge south of the doselle
River is becoming increasingly difficult. In Sesar eres, enemy is repidly
withdrawing into westwall positions, and adslF points out that tnis with-
drawal is likely to be nulified by Allied thrust in deep rear and thet
enemy's deley in reacting to 3-sided threat confronts him with possibility
of disaster.

fie now have 5 divisions plus in the Hemegen bridgehead.

The center span of the Ludendorf bridge, which was demnged by enemy's
originel attempt to destroy it, collapsed 17 darch. This will not interrupt
build-up of bridgehead forces because of adequacy of our flosting bridges.
PHILIPPINES

Today LOth Division, less one regiment, lands on Panay Island. Purpose
of this operation is to secure port of Iloile, where a large bage and stagzing
area for our troops will be established. Western Hepros Islena will slso be
secured in this operstion.

The railweys on Luzon from Lingayen Gull to Kanila Eay are now in
operation.

EnCIFIC

Genersl decArthur has reported two authenticated cases of the use of
gas by the Japaunese against our troops. Loth ceses were on a small scele,
on Biak Island in eastern New Guines. Gas used was a herassing agent, causing
vomiting and headaches but no bad after effects.

A similar gas was used on & small scale by the Japs against the 5th

Marime Livision on Iwo on 2 sarch.

20301 S
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War Department has recuested Defense Commands to prepere deflenses

agalnst possible increase in Japanese balloon arrivels.



17 March 1946
Western'Front
' In the Remagen bridgehead treops of the US 78th Div out the supar

highway in the vioinity of Agildienberg (6 miles sast of Honnef) which was
taken along with Konigewinter to the morth, Eﬂf::;‘din; eraft have arrived
at Remagen, being employed in towing pontoons for bridges, svacuating ocasu-
alties, and maintaining enginesr installations,

The Third Armys 4th Armd Div in its drive south from the Mcselle has
advanced its spearhead 32 miles southeast against light resistance, entering

26 miles southwest of Maine)

Sad Freusnach/Friday morning. In the Trier sector further progress has been
made to the east with mines and rugged terrain as the major cbetacles, ==

SHAEF G-2 in m summary states: "Enemy olearly surprised by attacks in
Saar Palatinate and mcross Moselle; was switching reinforcements from Mosells
to Trier seotor when Moselle crossing ocourred; was switching further reinforce-
ments towards Moselle when Baar attack began. No good evidence that he apprecisted
sericusness of position in time or that he is ready or able to execute a rapid
pull-out across Rhine."

For period 1 to 16 March 191,274 personnel were discharged from all ports,

#+ South of Smarbrucken Bitohe and Haguenau were olearesd and troops have ad-
vanoed further north,mml entering the Hagusnau forest,

203(15)
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Eacific \
Up to sddnight on the 16th our carrler forces, which have sortied from

Ulithi, had apparently not been sighted by the Jape, although & large volume of
alrvcraft traffic in the Western Japan aren and one possible sontact report re—
celved wide distribution.

Cinepoa Headguarters at Ouam has instructed our carrier forces and our
strategle bombing forces in the Pacific Ocean Area to refraln from sttacking
Emperor's Palage, Tokyo.

Iwp Jisa

By the afternoon of the 15th all resistence on Iwo had been overcosme,
Small pockets and some mopping up remalns. It is estioated that the Islard can
be tumed over to the Ialand Commander about 22 March., Adrfield Mo, 2 is now
operational.

Forthern Pacific

Adwirel MeCrea's report statos that ss & result of his bombardment of
Matsuws, heavy fires wers observed. A large spectacular explosion, probably an
smmunition dump, sccomparded the fires, No damage to our ships from light enemy
return fire.

Ine Enine

CT0 122.5, Commander of Landing Craft under Admiral Kirk in France, reports
that 10 LCVe were the first Nawvel ships on the Bhine. They are employed in towlng
pontoons for Remagen bridges, evacuating camlties, towing net cables across,
patrolling above the nets, and general maintesance of engloeer installations at
the bridgehead,

203(15) “
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“ 16 March 19,5 =

Sutmarine Warfars

Cominch reports that increased enemy sctivity may be expected in the U.K.
area where at least 35 of the 4550 German U-boats at sea are mow operating.
Thers are currently two U-boate south of Newfoundland, which may move into the
shipping lanes in the Haldfaw-New Tork area.

March shipping losses to date have been light in view of the mmber of U=
boats at sea. Four merchant shipe have been torpedoed and three of them sunk in
the U.K, area. Three U-boats have alss been sunk in the seae ares and & fourth
wae scuttled off southern Ireland. Operations by midget submarines off the
Duteh Coast incressed this monmth, but 17 of them were sunk, four driven ashore
and one captured without any Allied losses.

British Pacific Fleet

17 March the British Pacific Fleet will eail from Mamin to Leyte where
it will be fueled. These units will take part in the second phase of ICEBERT.
pi..]

On the night of the lith enemy defenses in the 5th Ddvision eector had
been broken. Apparently flame-throwing tanks are the only weapons that the Jape
are unable to withstand.

2o (157 ———




imo Jima

After bdtter fighting in the north end of the Islend it appears that the
backbone of the enemy in the 5th Divislon sectar his boen broken.
Pacific

Admiral MeCrea with three light cruisers ang destroyers will bm'ﬁ‘:intmn
(center of the Kurfles) on the léth,

Epcific Submarines
The SEGUNDO sank a sedium freighter,

Eresidential Yemsages

HARFIMAN-FRESILERT re return of B4 Flynn and summary of hins sctivities.
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Heetern From:

Overall serious German camsaltios, including prisoners, in Bhineland
battle on & February to 14 Warch estimated 210,000, an average of over 5,000 per
enmmy division engaged.

Hemagen bridgehead contirues to dram more enesy forces and stubborn resistance
met, especially on flanks., Elements 3 Panzer divisions row in battle in addition
to infantry.

Enemy position in Saar-Paladtinate bulge threatened by crossing of
Moselle 15 miles southwest of Koblens by twe U.5. divisions against light oppesdtion.
In eouth of bulge, enemy withdrawing into Siegfried Line.

Heavy air support mainteined over front and against co=surdcations and
oll refineries.

North of Cologne, both Allied and German patrols have crossed Rhine and
withdrawm.

Burma

Flghting contimues in Mandalay and Maysyo. Maymyo is on =ain line commun-
lcations of Japs retreating from Lashic. Mandalay brewery captured intmct but
eachinery rusty and vital parts missing.

Entlippines

Elements of eight U.5. divislons are still in contact with the enemy's
divided forces on Luson. Stubborn fighting continues in the mountains north of
the central plain and in the Batangas ares southeast of Manila. Our casualties
to March 12 are 18,000. 73,768 Japs have been killed and 773 captured.

1630wk ~
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15 March 1945
Western Front

Two ponton bridges and 10 LCVP's are now in operatiom at
Regmagen bridgshead, Thres battalions of light artillery and
and a heavy mortar battalion are moross Rhine, The three infan-
try divisions in the bridgehead made advances of from 2 to 3 miles
to talke key polnte agalnst stiff coppositim, mainly from 11 Pe
Div and miscellaneous 88 reserves with elements Pz Lshr Divisiom
appearing, All damage to R.R, bridge from artillery fire has been
repaired, 25 of 47 planes whioh attacked bridge in 29 raids have
been destroyed, without damage to bridge.

British elements of Northern Army Group still regrouping for
main effort. U.8. Beventh Army on southern flank of remaining
German salisnt west of Ehine is being strengthened by two infantry
divisions and 1 armored divisionm.

Although results were generally uncbserved dus to overcass,
U.8. strateglo and tactical air foroes were out in great strength
yesterday. Weather will continue operational.

Burma

: , have
Dus to hold British/cbtained south of Mandalay an only R.R.

supplying that area, Japs in cemteal Burma are in oritical positien.
British believe they have opportunity to wipe out half Jap forces
in Burma.
Mindanso

Extensive defense poaitions reported esst of Zambuanga, which

has been taken against light eppostition. Belleve enemy intends to

defend hills to north. i i i“



The French CWi
Ueds army Transport daiis

nerthwest of the Azores.

13 darch 19

ok (8,000 tons) while

The scenlibs wie

holed foreard. It is proceeding to Horta.
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The Dkakl

one man Killed on the sohi

up froz the mater.
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13 March 1945

T—

Reslotence in Lth Marine [Mvislon area now confined to mall pocket about
200 yards square. All organized resistence ceased in Third Marine Divislon zone.
5th Marine Divislon meeting contimued stiff resistence in thelr ares from about
1,000 Japa. Situation shows more isprovement than ls reflected in space gains.
Many important enemy defense instalistions heve been destroyed. Ko enemy artillecy
reported.
Silns Jea

Mitchells sark & destroyer off China Coast opposite Formosa.

Pacific Submarines
GUAVINA sank two large ollers for 20,000 tonas.

Lentral Pacific
RAKDOLPH can be repaired in three or four weeks by Fleet Service Forces.

18 dead, 47 injured.

Atlantic
0.5, ¥avy patrol plane sank U-bost off Cormwall, England. 37 murvivors.

203(15)
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12 March 1946

Westsia Fromt

U.8. III Corps enlarged and strengthened Rhine River bridge-
head against heavy pressure. A ponton bridge mnd several ferries
are now in operation in addition to R.R. bridge., Bridges have besn
damaged by snemy fire but heve been repaired. Three U.8. infantry
divisions and an armored combat commnd are now in bridgehead. Army
feels confident of their positiom and will exploit to their utmost
in an effort to ocause enemy troops to conoentrate. This exploitatiom
doss not, however, dffect the main effort directed around the northern
flank. Enemy pooket north of Moselle further compressed and much equip-
ment talen.
Eastern Fromt

Bovist gperations to seoure northern flank ocontinue. BStettin,
Gdynia and Daneig under attack. In Hungary Soviets say they are con-
taining German mrmored attack northeast Lake Balaten, where lst and

12th 88 Pansers are reported.

Adr Warfare
Yesterday over 1200 U.8. heavies attacked sub yards and oil re-
fineries in Germany. Weather is predicted favorsble over both fronmts

today and tomorrow,

Burma
e

&

British fighting in northern seoction Mandalay, whare Japs have

flooded considerable area.
2o03/14)
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ULithi

RAKDOLPH at l.nl:hnruﬂuift.' by salcide plane. Fire started now under eontrol.
7 dead, 25 injured. 2000K/1lth,

Second plane crashed Sorlen Island, damaging bulldings.

Porsible Ulithi reconnalssance again.
Genteral Pactfic

Dobrls of plane (possibly Hammon's) spotted by plane frem Johnston Island,
{475 mlles southwest of Johnston). CVE search group directed to ares,
Ehilipplaes

Ko eremy alr or navhl reactlon encountered iamboanga up to 1111351,
Mortar and artillery fire still falling beaching area.

WINANT-PAESIDENT—calling the attentlon to editorial in the Lenden Sunday Observer.
Attacks Dusbarton Qaks agreement,

HARRIUAN-PRESIDENT—FPrisoners of war on Fastern Front and the Soviet's refusal
to allow Jeneral Deane to make an inspection trip into Poland; withdrawal of

U5« contact team Lublin and suggested message to U.J.

€3 n)
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B-29's
Yestorday 240 B-29's made night incendiary attack on Nagoya,

setting fire to an estimated 26% of the olity. Defense measurss
ware apparsntly upset by thes unususlly low altitude at whioh the
attack was made - EE00-8180 feet. One bomber was lost.

An attack by 48 B-20's was made on oll storage faoilities in
the Singapore area the same day. Full report not yet received.
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11 March 1948

Westarn Front

Enemy artillery fire inoreasing in asourmay. Direot hit on Remagen bridgs
rendered it nenoperative for § hours, After 2% hours of use it feosived another
hit which knooked it out for 6 hours, A pontoon bridge which is being bullt
is now & oompleted,

III Corps cemtinues to strengthen bridgehead, As of the Gth we had 12 Infantry
bos, P Antl-Tenk bos, 2 tank bns, 1 tank destroyer bn and 1 AL bn on the east bank
of the Ahine.later reports indicate 80 Inf of $th div. closed in bridgehead,

59 Inf of seme div, began orossing bridge yesterday morning, The Sommanding Gen=
wral of this div originally took command of the bridgehsad, It has now besn
divided into 2 ssctors with the Tth div sssuming responsibility for the north
hl.'l.!‘-.'l'hl Germans have announced that Honmef, on the naorth of ths bridgshead has
besn captured.

The Fth Tactical Alr Command is providing flghtsr cover over the bridge,
Enemy attempta to bomb the bridge yesterday were driven off.

Elsswhars along the front improvement comtinuss,

Adr Warfure

Yostarday was the 26th day of the non-stop serisl offensive sgainst Gersany.
Balimns

For the fourth day in succession Hussians report Derman attacks with strong
tank foross northeast of lake Balatom,
Tolgre

Reocnnaissance photos indioate that 15 squars miles in the heart of Tekye
wers destroyed in Friday's B-29 incendiary attack. Previous reports showsd 10 miles,

Zos(1s)




m 11 March 1945

Iwo Jimn

P=51's are now providing close support in mddition to that belng furmlshed
by carrier aireraft. On the afternoon of 9 Warch, & B-29 successfully made a
forced lending on Wotoyama Airfield MNo. 1.

The Uarine casualties on Iwo Jima at 5:00 p.m., 9 Warch, totalled 16,011,
The total was made up of T&0 officers and 153251 enlisted men. There have
been 3098 officers and men killed in action.

11 n

Patrol planes pank & Jap freighter, s lugger and a tug, and damaged tihresa
other freighters off Hong Kong on & March. On 10 March, & patrol plane shot
down & Jap flylng boat in the Nansel Shotos.

Bacific
The submarine KETE reports sinking three mediue size Jap shipa.

The Staff of Carrier Division 5, according to best available information
in Washington is now in the HOAKET. (LieutenantJohn Eoosevelt is attached

to the Staff of ComCar[dw 5).

.?aarff-ﬂ _
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10 March 1045
Hestern Front

Latest official reports state Remagen bridgehesd is now over 6 mi, wide by
% ml, deep. (morning press states it is 10 mi. wide and 6 mi, deep. ). All high
ground commanding site Ls in Allied hands, Mo extensive dafenses have yot been met,
Resistance, gemerally light and discrganised so far, is sentersd mainly in towns,
Enemy artillery is beomming mors mctive in bridgehesd ares, In early morning of the Gth
106 == shelds fell imto wrea at the rate of 30 rounds per minuts, & enmmy siroraft
bambed and strafed bridge. All wers shot down and it tock only 1E mimutes to repair
damage. The bridge ls now capable of carrying any mllitary load, Press and radic
reporta firet sountsrattacks have been repalled, More are sxpescted,

Pross reports that prongs of lst and 3rd arsies have Joined on west bank of

LTa eTmadhe Mar" abments of @ Sormon olriwni re i i -
lh.u-ﬁ. Also that Bonn has besa captured. Late official report staten that 2 spans
of bridge st that place have besn destroyed.

G=2 BHAEF states that onemy's willingness to surrssder local gains recenmtly
=de by hism in sector south of Trier indicates a major regrouping.

Weather on whals front wet with poor visibility. Allied wir activity has
eontinued st & high level with bombing being deme through overcast, Enemy alr has
besn conspioucus by its sbaemos.

German troops from the Chamnel Islands made & commando raid on the port of
Granvills, Wormandy. Some damage caused but casualties wers small. 5 THNELA peracnnsl
reported among those taken priscoers in the raid,
dagan

Eadlo reports largest B-29 raid to date on Tokyo with incendiariss setting
10 wquare miles of city em fire. Imperial Palace smong buildings reperted buraing,

S03(15)




s 2
L0 March 1945

PHLLIPPINES
Earbey reports [ battalions landed cumboanga 1O Harch O9LO0I with

no oppoeltion except light =aenine gun fire. 2 CL wnd & [D in mupport.

ri 1

Nimite has directed shipe and eireruft required to carry out repularly

essigned tasks to discontinue search for Gensrsl Hermon. Translents Lo

Lhelr CourseE 30 a8 to Zive coaver
INQ JIaA
The Jups were resorting to booby trapping desd Werines and dressing

Jap salpers in Uarine uniforms.
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9 March 1945

N

W

RIROPE

Midget sube sotive on convoy route to Antwerp. la ships damaged.
At least & subs sunk or damaged. Five prisoners taxen.
PHILIPPINES

Jape report Blue landings near Zambosngh at 09% March Fth.

Mavy patrol seaplanes began operations from Manila Bay T March.
BA SUBS

JALLAD damaged enemy destroyer by fouling screws with her perlzcope.

PEESIDENTIAL MESSAGES
HARRTMAN-PRESIDENT, 8 March 45. FRepatriation and Fussian treatment

of American priscners of war.
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9 daren 19L5

The press now reports thet we now holo & four-sile deen perisster on
tno esst vand. There 15 every evidence thet Genernl Hooges is plannine to

explodt to the utacst althouzh ssecdific Informetion is lacking.

Elsewhere U.5. troops huve reached ne &nd sre [lghting In Tenn
&nd at snother point north of Koblenz. Eneay forces in this Lerge arca north
of the doselle ere in disorder, Prisoner texe larse.

The enexy contlinues to reslet in his west wall rositions souta o1 the

domelle from Trier over to the Rhine.

During wees ending 7 derch, sneny sctivity suelnst London wae hes vy and

varied. In sddition to the V-2 rockets, [lying boab (V-1) attecks were

resumed for first tiae since Jenwury. hlso, on two nights eneny clreraft

bosbed on hesviest scule since before L—day.

PHILIPFIAES
Usde ilst DMvision leas one regiment, scheduled to lenc st we oLAgn ,
on western tip of Mindanso, on 10 Merch. Jape report U.i. landin: et 3950 on
Fth locul time. Jep redio reparts lurge U.o. eonvoy of I iembocngs.
BlEsp

Genernl Sultan's nesduuarters reports that 1f British are o-le o explodt
thelr gaine south of =andslay, they ean impome woret defest Jepe have wyot suf-
fored in Burms. bBulk of Jep Army has been dlaposed slong Irrewaccy eust and
north of asndalay and thedr position has now beon made very difficult by
sutden British thrust which eut &ll Jap commmications to the south.

EUROFE
dicget subs active on convoy route to antwerp. Ho ships dameged. At

loast six subs suni or demaged, Five prlscners teken.

2017 an :
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8 March 19L5

BAGIFIG

hdmiral Freser acvlsed idairal Simita that & fast carrier loree of
the BEritish Pacific Fleet would be et dunus between darch &=17% and at
ULithi between March 16-19. Beglnning Mareh 19 fleet truin to srrive ot
Layte to replenish fast carrier forces after its first operatlion.

hdmiral King replied to Fraser, "Do not desire fast corrier fores
proceed beyond Uanus until declsion ms to its employament werrents.® and
ot seme time Adunirel Himitz advised his tadquarters thet uwntil further
notice fuel estimstes for British Ileet were to be beseo on trelning and
passage between ports but no combut operations during phase one next
operation.
gy

CLACFO& amgvenced hesdguarters suggests to simirel fing thet AT no
public relesse yet of presence la hashington of Himitz, hedeseyer and

durley, such releases not be sade,

B
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5 Meroh 1945

The submarine BAKBEL 1s overdue from patrol and consldered
lost. Last contacted L February west of Balabso. Lost in

eotion probebly enemy elrcraft but posslbly enemy submerine.
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3 darch 1945
HESTREN FRONT

Ninth Army, with nine divisions now committed and three more in
i{msediate ressrve, has reached the Ehine north of Dusseldorf. The Cersan
15th Ay and First Parachute Army, with nine or ten divisions wost of the
Fhine caught between the converging wings of the Allied offensive, are
in complete disorder wnd, according to press reports, in “frantic rotroat"
soross the Khins. The industriel cities of Neuss and Krefeld wore overrufi.

Our drive on Cologne, an operatlion subordinste to the Hinth Arsy's
maln effart to the north, continues to meet determined enemy resistance.

There is no confirsation of Hasl radic reports of Allied attempts to
gross the Rhine river.

Continued good westher has permitted Allied Strategic air Forces to
operste in very great strength for the esighteenth consecutive day. HAF
battered Cologne agein yesterdsy. OGood weather is sgain forecast for today.
EASTERN PRONT

Qorman radio says that Soviet forces have driven to within four miles
of the Baltic Ses at & point midwsy between Stettin and Danzig. Wo chenge
other sectors this front.

General Desne reports from Moscow that it appecrs that the soviet—Jerman

front is approaching & period of stabdlizatlon which may lust until alter the

spring thaw,
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3 March 1945

IN JINA

The Marines are continmuing to advence on the left flank end in the center,
A% noon on & March our lines extended to the northern limits of Alrfield Ne. 3.
Oucupation of high ground near iirfield Ho. 3 plices the Marines in & position
to split the enemy as well an opening more saneuverable ground to them.

The north to south runway of Adrfield Wo. 1 has sbout 4,000 feet in
operstion, end transport planes can now use the strip. The fleld will pro-
bably be clear of all enesy artillery fire by today, and fighter smusdrons
will be able to land and have been alerted for that purpose.

The supply situstion is generally good, except that ertillery smmnition
is low, due to unloading difficulties and enemy mction. On the night of 1
March and during 2 March, a five-foot swell interferred with the unlosding,

& west coast beach will probably be used on 3 March,

Flanes sprayed DIT over aress in our possesalon and the results are
reported as excellent.

The total darine casuslties st 5 p.m. on 1 March are 11,255 (10,663
enlisted men and 592 officers). Of this total, 1,774 have been xilled in
action.

The enemy dead total 7,127, 15 Japs and L7 Loreans sre prisonsrs of
wur. FPropagands leaflets are reported by the Koreans to hsve induced them
to surrender.

EHILIPPINES

Elements of the 2ith Dlvielon landed on Lubsng Island, northwest of
Mindore, on Ll March without opposition.

On Palawan the troops continued to advance without opposition snd nave
found evidence of & hasty withdrawal by the enesmy roa well-constructed

N R,
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3 March 1945

ESTERN FRONT

From Cologne north to Weeel there sre thirteen bridges acrosc the
Anine, of which five are railrosd bridges and elght are highwey bridges.

Press dispatches today steate that the threes bridges at Iusseldorf
have been destroyed by the enemy. Dusseldor{ is Jjust wecross tne Rhine
from Neuss which was occupied yesterday by Allied troope.

S50 far as is known, the five bridges &t Cologne and the bridges below
[usseldorf are still intact.

hnother press dispatch confirmed by the Oermen redio stetes thet U.5.

and Canadian forces have effected a junction.

MIHCFLLANEOUS
Adairsl Nimite is schedulec to arrive in Weshington, [. C., st 1000

this evening.
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Western Front

The battle on the Cologne Flein is golng well.

Ninth Army, moving almost directly north, and Canadisns moving
southeast alond the Khine thresten some ten enemy divisions, {neluding
two. of hlas hoarded armor units and two first-olass parschute divisions.
Indioations are that these enemy troops are moving esstward towapd
the Rhine, but as yet there ls no sign of a withdrawal soross the
Khine.

First Army forces, driving due esst towerd Cologne, meeting
stiffer oppositlon.

Third Army troops moving steadlly through the diffioult country
north and south of the Mogelle hKilver, have captured the anolent city
of Trier. (Trier was first entered by U.S5. patrol in November of
1944 ) .

The Canadiens have ceptured 14,000 prisoners Lo thelir opersticn
slooe 8 February. 18,000 prisoners teken in Cologne Fleln eres since
Jump-off date 23 February.

Yesterday our Strategle alr Forces malntained thelr punishing
attacks on German rall centers. Weather forecast for today is con-

tioued good flylng weather.

20 315/ m
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Tokyo

Admiral Mitsoher reports that weather wes m major faotor in
determining his operstion of lmst week. bad weather in tne Emcire
erea with only spproximate westher predictlons mede tilumlng of strikes
on Tokyo extremely difficult. A tight schedule permitted little or
o flexibility. Although Admiral Witscher plenned to strike Tokyo
on both the 25th and 26th, weather on the 26th prevented strikes eny
place on Honshu and Admirsl Mitscher withdrew southward and struck
at the only terget et whien his plenes could get through, Heohijo
Jima. Heavy seas necessitsted slowlng down on the nilghts of the
24th end 25th to cheok deatroyer damege, partlculsrly in the 2,200

ton elass.
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Mestern Front

Operational dispatches bear cut press reports of crumbling and
discrganized enemy realastance before Allled advenoes toward the
Hhine. BHAEF reports that the Nazl Velksgrensdler divisions are in-
capeble of withstanding strong Allled ofrenselve metion. Unly penzer
and parachute units show Do deterloration of morale and appoar cap-
gble of offering determined resistance or organizing s countersttack.
It is oconsidered likely that enemy has declded he cannot hold ground
west of the hhine north of the Mosells.

Ninth Army hes reached and orossed the Erft hiver whiech runs
north eand scuth between the hoer and the Rhine. Other elementa 9th
Army are in the outskirte urw Gladbaoh. One corpe of the
Firat army, operating on southern flank of the 9th srmy is moving
direetly on Cologne.

The Cenadlan Firat Army, northemrn prong of Montgomery's plnoers
deslgned to meet oo the hhine in the Duseldorl wres, meds steady ad-
vancea against stiffer opposition than that opposing the 9th Army.
Bnilippies

Operation to selze alr fadlities in the Fuerto Frincesa ares,
Palewen lelend, executed 28 February without opposition. OUme regiment
of the Llst Division is the combat element.

On darch 10 belance of List Division will lend et Zamboangs,
western tip of Mindeneo.

Army casuslties to date on Luzom 15,410, of whleh 3,212 killed.

Enemy known deed 55,000. 505 prisoners.

2e3(76) *
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“ 22 Jamaary 1945
ird Fleot o

On Z1 January the Third Fleet attacked Forzoss and Sakishi=a Ounto in
the Nansel Shoto group. Prelis] Rary reports estinete the following damnge; 53
enemy planes shot down, 97 destroyed on the ground, 101 demsaged. Seven large
ships were reported burning st Takas in southwest Formosa &nd some shiss wers
damaged at other Formosan ports,

During this strike the TICONDERDGA (CV-14) was bombed and damaged so that
ane is unsble to operate hor planes, Her captain and executive of Mcer were
wounded. The LANGLEY (CVL 27) was hit by two bombs but damage wam minar. The
MADTOX (D0-731) was damsged serioualy by a suleide bomber.

Third Fleet operations are contimiing and Admiral Halsey intends to strike
Okinaws, an important staging polnt for planes flylng south from the Empire, on
the 2ind.

Burope
Admiral Sir Harold M. Burrough nssumed duty as Allied Naval Cormander-in-

Chief, Expeditionary Forces on 19 January .,

26 3(1)) ARep,
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bom. 22 Jamaery L1945

Ihird Fleot Ogerations

Fhile executing strikes on Formoss on 21 Jamnry, several ships of the
Third Fleet were damaged. Operations are continuing, however, mnd Admiral
Haleey intends to strike Dkinawn as planned on the Zond, Dkinawn L9 &n i=-
portant staglng point for planes flying fros Japan to Formosa.

The TICONDEROGA (CV) was bombed and is unable to operate planes but she
is capable of making 25 knots., [Her castaln and executive officer were wounded,
The LANGLEY (CVL) was hit by two bombs but she is "ahle to carry on." The

MADDOX (DD) was hit by suleide plane and was dazsged considerably,

Brime Minister 891

The Prime Winister suggests thot the Press be excluusd from ARJONAUT but

that he and the President take 3 or 4 service photographers.

2e3(1s)
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ﬂ 22 Jamaary 1945
Burss

Genersal Sultsn has reported that the road to China is open &8 of
this date — 22 Jemuery.

Communlque reports that while Chinese Ground Forces were cele-
brating capture of Wanting with flag raising cermory in eity on 21
Jamiary, Japanese artillery units two miles to south sturted shelling.
P=40%s on pstrol in ares wiped out enemy artillery positions and

ceremony in Wanting proceeded.
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“ 5.8. 22 Japuary 1945
Eestem Front

As & result of heavy enem) prossure for the past several deys in the north-
east tip of Alsace, one corps of the imerican Tth Ammy 1 maklng & general with-
drawal up to thirteen miles, Previously our forces in this area were threstened
by converging cnamy salients from the north sround Bitche and from the east north
of Strasbourg. Our 10lst Alrborme Division has been moved to this eres from the
Ardennea.

There {s little change elsewhere. The eniemy has succeeded in withdrawing
about half hia Panzer strength from the irdennes battle, so that some of these
divisions may soon become available for mmployment elsewhere.

British continue small gains &n Holland.

Eastern Front

MNomentua of the Soviet offensive 1s undiminiched. Hed Army conund que
elte extenzive galns in scuthern Poland intoe Silesis, in ceatral Poland west of
Warsaw, and into Enst Prussin from the south and esst. The Hazi Pross says
that Germany is "in her greatest hour of peril.n
Lialy

The U.5. Tenth Light divisfon has been committed on the Italian Front.
Troops of this unit have been specifically trained for mountain and winter wir-
fare; it is the only divislon of thia type in the U.5. Army.

Endlippines

fois of movement of our forces oa Luzon has again turned toward south. Our

troopa have entered Tarlae, road certer half-way to Manils froa sur beaches, and

pushed beyond. Enemy is still putting up stiff resistance 87 the hHills on Kreugerts

laft, but has offered no organized opposition to our mdvences towsrd Eanila.

Lo 3(1,7 “
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hdmirnl Helswy suggests that the target dites for Eyukus and Baninsz be
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¥

PACIFIC

mst for the same aggreselve resson that permitted no deley inm Mindoro and
Lingayen operstions, He comes to this conclusion after stating that enesy
sir strength i¢ neglisible slong southeest Chins cosst end Indo=Crline, hes
gollspeed on Lugon, and is not aggressive o Formaga. The navel threat from
the South to MacArthur is negligitle becsuse of ship losser and dosice to

the enesy and sheken confidence s result of Third Fleet strikes. The threet
froam the Morth is small since Pmoice neval forces sre lncapeble of more thun
hit and run attacks on Lingayen &n the face of ecrly detection., Stiff reels-
tence end haressed petrect under these circusstances that could not Inflict
mfficlent damage on our forces ro they could eentrel the ses, nor would it
offect the Paciflc campalign.

The Japs know they ere llcded in the Philip.ines. Helsey is inclined
to beliove thot the enexy =oy be evecusting wvulnersble feellitles froa
Formose but is digging in inside the perimeter of the East Chine Sen and
strengthening losnl defenses of Formosa, along the Kjukus to the Emplre.

The Japs have written off the Philippines .and will not inculge In any
dublous attecks thet risk further losses to dwindling deflence forces snd
would not permanently stop our Philippine cempalgn.

Cinepen concurs.

Hona NG

Halsey reports thet only 6 vessels (13,000 tons out of 110,000 tons) were
sunk at Hongkong. 37 ships (75,000 tona) were denaged. Thero was good
westher ot Hongieng and no eir oppositicn so the results are ceule for dis-

sppolntment snd concern end ere being examined by Halsey.

2o3(1s) P
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/ PHLLIPPLIES
F 4 There ore still ne indleetiona of what the Jep plans to co to counter
I our landing on Luzon.
Totsl enemy killed to dete 1529, 22 captured.

Ho enemy sir over Lingayen 1ln past LB houre.

The enemy is exploting hie bridgehead scross the Rhine worth of
Strusbourg, uslng armor which he hus brought down froa the Ardennes. It
is uneertsin now whether elty of Strosbourg 1o objecilve or whether hae =l
to link up with his selient farther north wround Bifche, This sctivity
is all in & sector of Gencral Patah's Seventh Army.

Little change in the Ardennes.

To the narth, in Holland, British are punching out ssell geine. Enemy

ea yet has not reinforced this sector.
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“ 6.2 Z1 Jamsary 19L5

eate

The appearance of additions]l Qermon armor in the Strastourg ares
indicates thet enemy's intention in the present atteck iz to cubt off U.5.
Forces or force thelr withdrawnl from the Waginot Line defenzca in Hapensu
Farest reglon. It 1s believed that the main effort will be nade weat rom
the bridgehesd over the fihine north of Strasbourg. The other attock In this
envelopment ls being made southeast of Bitsch. In both these efforts Germans
have made progress against stiff 0.5. opposition and hawve succeeded in 1solat—
ing two battelione of our infantry.

British attack from Sittard continues to mske moderate progress.

Little chenge in the Ardennes sector.
Burms

Chinese troops heve captured Wanting on the Burma Road, where Jeps
have been holding stubbornly for past few weeks to prevent our clesrance of
short remaining section of Burmma Road between Wanting and Namkhan. Clearcnce
of this last scetion will Join old Burma Hoad with new Ledo route under

construction by american Engineers.

20 3(15) e
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b.m. 1 Jorsary 1945

—

On 20 Jamuary the Third Fleet had nuaerous contacts with enemy
planes flying between Formosa and Lygon. Sixteen enemy alreraft were shot
dowm.

hidmiral Helsey states thnt he Is striking Foreosn sno Sakdshima Ounto
in the Hansel Shato group on 21 Jamuary mnd that he will sirike Okinawn on the
Z2nd.

Paci ri

The submarine HAWKBILL haz returned froo o war patrol onducted weat

of the Philippines on which she sank one Untsu class destroyer and one smuall

venstl and damaged one Motsu class destroyer.

solin] ‘
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19 January LILS
BESTIERN FRONT

The United States First imy reverted to U.5. command on 18 Janusry. In
& generel reorganization of boundaries, the First arzy holds the northern helf
of the former bulge sres; and the Third Arsy holde the southern half. Bath
armies are under command of Ceneral Pradley. The U.5. Winth Aray; with
five infentry divislons, reselns under Field Marzhal dontgomery.

Thls regrouping haa not &8 yet been disclosed to the publie.

n 18 January, a V-2 rociket fell In o dock ot Antwerp, blocking the
entrance to a dry dock, sinking three harges snd dumaging feurteen, &
Uberty ship is trupped in the dock. Antwerp hes been r terget for Ve:
rockets for soae time, but this is the first rochet to couse rerious dnse B

During the week ending January 17, & totrl of L5 V=2 rockets lended

in Englend, as compsred to &5 for the preceding week. To date, there hove

been SO0 V-2 rocket incidents in Englind, ceusing o total of L5652 cas

PTHES
Little chenge in ground situction south of Lingsyen. Gensrol Ereu er
now bus five Infentry divisions commltted, with four tenk battallons svell-
eble,
Totel U.5. casusltles to 17 Janusry: kllled 202; wounded T35; aiasing 89.
The air strip st Linguyen i1s complete and now is serving fifty P-38's,
Bl
Jope are offering stubborn resistance in Wanting area but strong indi-
cations of probable withdrowel in near future. Redustion of Wenting will

clear Bur=a Read to Eunming.

2o 3( 4]
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17 Junuary 1945

IHLED FLEFT

Admirel Halsey has cancelled his exit from the South Chine Ses wia
Surlgeso Streit after receiving & message froz Admirsl Nimltz sho stuted, "Fass-
ing thru Surigeo will give emesy definite Information of the rellngulsiment
of optimm stretegle and toetical position. An exit vie Luzon Streit undsr
non-storz conditions proferable even Af stuy in South Chinae Sea is prolosged
several doys."

Adziral King concurs in jdulrel Ninlte' suggestion. Admirel Heleey will
resain west of Luzon. He is refueling todsy 140 =lles west of denils,
E.‘-H’ FIC

Discussions between Admirel Nimit: end General dssirthur as to allocotlon
of forces continue. In tva sespages yesterdey, Adsirel Nialtz told the Genersl
that the 2ith Corps (which lneludes the 7, 77 end %6 diviciona) which iv now
employed &b Leyte, ls scheduled to take part in eperstion sgeinst Nyukus.
General UacArthur had indiceted in & sessape yesterdoy thet he would hald an
to this Corps o long thnt it would not be rendy for sssigned operction. Mae-
Arthur has been requested to comply with earlier sgreements to rendy the Zith
Corpe end trunsfer it to the 0G, 10th Army for the Pyukus. In & second mesor re,
Acnirel Nimits informed Maehrthur, "I do not share your opinion s to the
abllity of the enemy to concentrate a force of 6 FB's for & quick sttoe: an
Kinkeid's forces nor do I consider the Jap flevt capable of Inflicting dlsester
te our Philippine operetions if our fleet is employed offensively. The best
protection of the Philippines is to continue offenalve operstlons egainst Jepen.
Therefore, request sgain the lmsediste return of 2 desaged FE's, The tessop il
retention of PORTLAND, MINGELPOLIS and § DD'e mpproved.™

There is evidence that the enesy has been obtaining vital information,

Aea(1v) *
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ineluding intelligence and our future plans, fros the conversatlons of our
pilots when in flight snd when tekén prisoner. Adairel Himitz dirvects that
personnel be briefed to & point where they can function intellizently, but
that informetion be limited me much as possible to avold comproulse.
EACIFIC SUBML FINES

The BLENNY reports siniing 11,100 tons on her flrst war patrol (2 emall
siips end 1 large transport).

The HAMERHEAD on her third patrol reperts sinking = 10,000 ten oller.
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Egelfic

Adziral Halsey reports that becsuse of the inability to refuel
in the northern ares and because of wvulnerability to attack and
storm damage in the Luson Stralt during the present heavy weather,
he hae decided to retire to the sast of the Philippines by way of
Suriago Strait after fueling on the 19th west of Luzon. This plen
cancels the strikes againat Formoss and Okirawa reported this sern—
ing.

Admiral Einkoid is holding two old battleships with his forces
under instructions of Ceneral Macirthur,

ifie L]

Two of our sutmarines report sinking a large destroyer, a

small oiler, a small freighter and en enemy comster,

203011
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18 January 1945

&

MacArthur expresses concern to Nixitz over lmunedlate withdrawal of
two old bauttleshipa. He feels Kinkaid will be betwean two posslbly super-
i-:rriln;::}'w?:?r]{l:ea. He therefore urges retention of present utn:ngthifr;: battle=
ships until sltustlon 18 clarified.
INDO-CHINA

French Wission reports that 1500 Ju.p soldiers perlshed on the 1l2th
when Halsey's alr forces suni 4 lurge and 5 sasll transportas.
PHILIPPINES

The loas of 3 ainesweepers and 1 CVE (previously reported) which were
taing pert in =1 oparation =sy be announced without prejudice, according
to Admiral Kinkaid.

Arfield siturticn on Lingsyen and Mindoro mill perait sttack oo Luzon
by one group of B-2i's covered by two groups of P-38's. This will be under-
teien when weather permits and when it will no loager interfere with operatlons

of the Third Fleet.

203(/7)
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EACIFIC
Admiral Nizite states"sll availsble intelligence indicates that

KONGO-IARUMA-SACATO=YAUATO force i still in Enpire while ISE-HYlKis foroe
in vieinity linggs Singepore. Mnanwhile enemy eir strength in Formoss and
Dikinawa is incressing to an extent which makes it prisery target for car-
rler sttack, Third Fleet operstions in South China See in & sore or lees
fixed position are obtaining diminlshing returns with incressing risk.

"Propose direct Halsey on completing toduys fueling =sove to eastwird
of Lugon Stralt and strike enemy sirforce Formosa and Oinews. He will
still be in positicn to intercept heavy ships coming from the Expire.

o cover Lingayen=Mindoro against Lingpe-Singapore force, propose lor
sbout 7 weeks augment Kinkeid's B A-mericsn erulsers and 50 destroyers with
L battleships in best condition and will plan to conduct Iwo Jiwa homberd-
sont with OBB's TEXAS, ARKANSAS, NEW YORK, plus REVaDa, TENWESSEE and IDAHO
sugmented by fast battleships Es necessary. By thie means salety Lingeyen
will be ensured-and contingent on resdiness faet esrrler force, Tokyo strike
and cagture of Iwe Jime will take place close to scheduled date with effective
strotegic support of Fhilippine campalign.”

Admiral King concurs.

EACIFIC SUBMARINES
The PICUDA probably sank o tenker on the Tth.
ATLANTIC
Four destroyer esgsorts on anti-submarine patrol out of Horte report

sinking o German subsarine.

Z2e 3{; p’ *
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18 TECEEER 1945 j
BESTEGN FRONT

Little change in the Ardennes or in the morth in Holland, where
British made local sttnck yesterday,

Most severe [ighting on this front now is in sorthern Alasoe, but
there have been no significant changes in our positions hore.

Late redlo reports state thot Soviets zay huve crossed German frontier
although latest Hed hrmy commnique places advence units 15 mles fros
torder. Thus far there nre no indications that Soviei offensive hes grawn
troops from Genersl Elsenhower's front.

PHILTPPINES

Mo further advance southward toward denlls other then by patrols wea
made yesterday although Jap oppositisa in this dipection hes heen very
slight. Ceneral Kreuger has further secured his right by pushing troops
to Cape Bolinas st entrence to Lingayen Gulf,

On Leyte, our =mopping up continues on & large scale, with 56 enemy
kllled on 16 Jamuary. Total known dead to date here 67,490,

_MJ(N"J a—
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BACIFIC

HacArthur expresses concern to Nimits over withdrewal of two old
battleships from Kinksid's foree. He feels Kinkaid will be between twa
Jap forces which would be superior if comblined sa single force. He there=
fore urges retention of present strength of battleships in Philippines
until sltuation is clarified.

Einkald reports that the loss of 3 mineswespers and 1 CVE (previously
reparted) which took part in U-1 operction =ay be announced without pre-
Judice,

Adrfield situation on Lingayen end “indoro will permit sttack on
Formoaa by one group of B-24's covered by two groups P-33's. This will be
undertaken when weather permits and when it will no looger interfers with

operntions of the Third Fleet.

French dission reports that 1500 Jap soldiers perished on the 13th when

Halsey's elr forees sank 4 lorge and 5 small transports.

The Third Fleet will pass through Luzen Stralt during the night 18-19
January, and will attack Formosa fros the east, refuel, and attack Okinswa
on the 22nd.

The 14th #ir Force will attack Hongicong on the 13th and 19th with
B-24's and P-51's,

ZEDTTERRANEAN

The light crulser WEJOLO, three destroysrs and one torpeds boat of

Ttelian Navy have arrived at Alglers, having besn relcused fros lnternaent

&t Port Mahon, Balearic Islands, Spain.

2e3(ir) -
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17 Hovesber 1345
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En FHONT
The eneny bulge is now roughly one—quorter of ite slze &t the tioe of
saximn penetretion. The enemy withdrewsl hos slowed and he is regleting our
sttacks bitterly. Our operutlons are hasprped by snow, terrcin, end mines.
The British attack in Holland north of Sitterd is local in asture, in-
volviag only one division. Marpshel dontgomery stlll hae four of bis divislons
in the Ardennes sres, and does not et prosent hnove the stremgth for lirger
scale operatlons.
Eneay appoars to be building up his foree in the hleoace sector.
Effective 18 Jenuery, First United States amy will revert to command
of Centrel Group of Armies under Generel bredley. U.S5. ¥inth Army reseins
under Montgozery.
ITalY
Another British divislon is leaving the Italian front for Greece. Two
other British divisisns are alresdy in Greece, making totsl of thres which
hawve been withirswn froa Elghth Amy.
PHILIPPINES
general dpcArthur reports in nis commnioue toct heavy fighting ls tuking
place on s right et the foot of the mountains below Buguio. Heevy artillery
fire wes recolved on our beaches in this area.
On our left, our forces are =oving southwerd snd seeting no oppositlon.
The alr strip st Lingeyen now huas 5,000-foot runwey, with disperscl creus
for one fighter group.
GENERAL
Of the 87 U.5. divisions, all but six &re oversess or erc enroute. or

-':3{‘“’1" =
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these six, three are infantry, tro armored, and one airborme.
¥ 2
1

Joint Chiefs of Staff have directed thet effective 1 April; XX Bomber

Command will lesve China bases amd cperate froc ariannas.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTOMN

17 Jenunry 1345

MWESQRAADUE FOR ADdInkl BHOWH:

There ls given below & brief of estimste of enemy intentions end
capabilities on Luzon from G=2 and Southwest Pacific section of OPL:

e
The Jap is believed to have seven divislons on Luzon; sewes of
these are located as shown on the map and two cre unlogated. Of these
two, one 1s thought to be south of Lingsyen.

It is believed that the Jap hopes to concentrate a maximum force
on the Manils Flein to oppose Jeneral Kreuger and has avolded engaging
thua far in order not to coaxmit his forces in & pi'ct—ﬂ:-‘l SANNET .

At the present time, the Jap probebly hes aveilable the equivalent
of three divislons south and east of Lingajyen, consisting of the 1lith
and 2nd Armored DMvisions, an independent {1.e., non-divislonel) brigade,
and one brigade from the 10%rd Division in the north. If the 23pd Div-
islon is south of Lingayen, this forece would be four divisionas.

By 20 January, Jap can probebly muster s totel of four {or five)
divisions by moving up the 8th from Batangas and replacing it with parts
of the 105th DMiwvision.

The 10th Mvislon hes not been considered in these estinstes.
Our forces now have cut in twe places one of the two north-scuth

roads between danils and Lingayen. The Jap must hold the esstern of
these two roads (Highway No. 5) in order to effect his cencentrition.

DEN ANIF
Major, C.

DECLASEIFIED
By Deputy Archivizt of the 0.8,

By V. J. Stewart Tats I.“ 2 ﬂ?‘
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Admiral Aalsey reports carrler planes sweopt witorfront froz Keelung
to Hongkong on Jan 15. Preliminery reports lint 1 tanker; 1 destroyer and
1 destroyer escort among few ships sunk. Sixteen Jap planes ahot down.

Liavee

hdzirs]l Halsey's whiss shot down & Jap transport plane which was escorted
by four fighters. +t is believed that the Chiefl of Stuff of Jap Navy was
aboard this plene.

Carrier forces are fualing tooay.

Halsey reports that he [eels thut lmmediute and future dividends fros
further offensive operations by his forces in the Chinm Ses are not comzensorate
with forces and efforts involved. He recomends that Task Force 39 smove east
of Formoss~Luzon after he finishes fueling and from thet position he my be
able to move to aeet any reported enemy fleet detach=ents approeching Liagsyen.
LUZOR

Enemy sttituds continues pasaive throughout front except for vigoroua
resistance on northern flanc in vielnity of road to Baguio. Jap crsuslties
to 14 Jan wore 291 killed, 3 prisonera.

The destroyer escort LERAY WILZON was severely damaged on 10 Dec in
the Lingayen Gulf by Jap crash divers.

EACIFIC

British Pacific Fleet has reported to Cominch for duty. Admiral
Fraser pays: "The Britlsh Pacific Fleet will look forward to fiphting
alongside the U.5. Navy in whatever area you may assign.”

Battle cruiser GUad ordervd to proceed to Pesrl Harbor for duty from

/

ewst coanst, Captadin Wood's destroyers escorting.

-
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Cur forces continue to exert =asl=us pressure sround the periscter
of the such-reduced enemy bulge in the Ardennes, The enexy 13 earrring
out his withdrawal aikillfully, sided by poor weather. lUany of his penser
units are not out of contuct ang =ust be presunad to hive been pulled out

without too great loss,

g

A lete press diapateh stetes that our forces aave entered Moulfalize,
road ecenter st western tip of balge. Copture of this sbjective would not
now constitute threat to enesy's withdrowa! as hiz troops creo now well esst
of 1t.

Further south in the Alsase ares the enemy has sgeln sttacked Oen.
Peteh's troops., Bitter Pighting continues in this sactar,

EHIL]PE‘*'?!E'

Only realstince offersd to Ceneral Ereuger's troogs 1s on extrems
left of his wide front nesr the central mountein renge. Elsewhore his
columns are moving southward snd aseting no oppositieon.

Jap casualties on Lueon to dete: 542 willed and 1 meptured,

On Leyte, the 1lth AMrborne Division has been withdrawn from combaot,

Future plans for operations on Luzon may lnvelve this unit.

// Jap trend of withdrewal is continued an &1l fronts, but indicaticns

Omm aey delsy as strongly an possible in sentrel Burm gorth of Jdandelay,
British troops, pushing souttward, are now within 30 miles of this city. /

U EATES SNV I P FTYS NP v
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British Pacific Fleet has reported to COMINCH for duty. Adairal Fraser says:
*The British Pacific Fleet will look forward to fighting alongside the U.5. Navy
in whatever area you aay asslgn.”

Admiral Hisits ssked Admirsl Halsey to submit results of the strikes by
Task Force 38 on January 15=14 on the China Coast before he can decide whether
or not to withdraw that force from the South China Ses.

The CVE HOGATT BAY was damaged when & bomb on a landing plane exploded on
the flight deck. Tne domage Ls beyond the capleity of the ship's force to Tre-
palr.

The battle—crulser GUAM hus been ordered to proceed to Pearl Harbor from
the Tast Coast for duty. Captain Wood will be in one of the escorting destroyers.
Byrma

Jap trend of withdrawal is contirued on all fronta, but indications enemy
may delay ns strongly as possible in central Burma north of Mandalsy. British
trocpa, pushing southward, sre now within 30 milea of tnis city.

OQeneral Sultan announced the openlng of the Ledo Hoad as far as Myitkylna
as &n all-weather two-lane road. Press reports indicate that the first motor

truck convoy arrived at Myitkyina from Ledo.

z2o2(ty)
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From available evidence it Sppears that our Task Force 38 has made trangit
of the Luzon Straits and into the South Chisa Sea without detection by the Japa.
Luzon

On the evening of 10 Jamuary, Coemunder Task Force 77 (Viee Admiral T. ¢,
Kinkaid) reported as follows: Landing operations in the Lingayen area were
proceeding on schedule; troops were contimuing to advance with very Little
oppoeltlon, except in ope or two polnte where moderate enemy resistance was bee
ing ensountered. On the afterncon of 10 Jamuary, the unloading of ships was
being hampered by unfavorable conditions in the Gulf,

The Lingayen air strip was used 10 Janunry by & damaged carrier alreraft for
& landing. During the day thers was almost no enemy alr opporition.

On 10 Jasuary, in Lhe afternoon, the transport DU PASE (APA L1) waa damaged
by & crash-diver, The details of the damage are not known but it 1s suggested
that they were not extensive and the ship was reported ready to depart from the
area with a convoy the same night.

On 10 January, the transport WAR HAWK (AP 143) sustadned moderste damage
from & possible tarpedo. In addition, the destroyer ROBINSON (LD 562) 4is re-
ported to have suffered suserficial damage and the LET's 925 and 1025, minor
damage.

During the night of 9 January, a large canvoy conalsting of 40 transport-
type ships, & damaged CVE and the daanged crulsers AUSTRALTA, COLIMEIA and
LOOISVILLE, departed for rear areas. The convoy was escorted by 12 CD's and DE's.

Regraded Unclassified
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Pacific Sytmarines

Our submarines, operating in the Formosa ares, report that 7 ships in an
B-ship convoy have been sunk. The remaining enesy freighter managed to escape
with & heavy screen of a destroyer and B small escorts.

The U.5. submarine SARBERD returned from sccond patrol having sunk 21,700
tons of enemy shipping.
Atlantic

The U.5. Cargo ship JONAS LIE (7,192 GT) was torpedoed off the west coast
of England. Sixty=five survivors have landed. Tug belng sent to asaist.

Regraded Unclassified
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Heatern Front
Genersl pleturs in Ardennes ares is further compressing of enemy salient

on all sides, Enemy is offerine determined resistance but continues Lo ilve
up ground. It is believed he is carrying out well=-conducted withdrawal from
nose of salient but continued holding back of scaer armor and infantry leaves
hinm capable of limited offensive.

In Klsace, presence of uncomnitted enemy forces which he could use to
advantage elsewhere may indicate further offensive intentlons although froa
ULTRA information it appears that his efforts in this ares were planned to pin

down our forces.

italy

General Alexander does not contemplate large scale offensive operations on
thds front for present, His divisions to be given maximun rest. Enesy maintains

25 divisions hers, holding firmly below Bologna.

Burma
Mlied troops have oeceusled Shwebo, 50 miles north of Uandalay on the

Rangoon-Myitkyina railway. Opposition slight.
Ehilipoines

War Department hes fesling that Jap wan caught off-balance by our landings
in Lingayen Gulf, Enesy force on Luzon of 7 divisions — 155,000 men, la de-
ployed over entire island., Probable area of first coordinatod Jap defense will
be along Agno River, 20 miles south of landing beaches.

Press reports state that our forces have penetrated 13-20 miles in some

ATaan.
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dema 10 January 1945

Luzon

Prior cawn todsy 9 Jamary transcorts and supnly ships of sssault echelan
enterec Lingayen Oull anc uroceeded to unlesdin: sroas. Presiminary bombardaent
of beachheuds by fire suwsort srounas and rocket LCI followes by straling from
support sircraft urocceded in aceorcence witn plan. Flirst wove Llended op
scheaule st 0927, By 0940 nsswult waves sshore on all besches witaoub oo 1tion
except for alimnt smount mortar fire on Fastern San Fablan bewch. Troope moved
yuicily inland asminst minor unc speracic opsosition. Aporoxd uately off, 500
troogs tshore by dusk. Unloacing propgroseed ra ddly at sll beacnvs. By lete
afternoon cormanding genersle oth, 3Tth, LOth snd 43rc divisions oso resorted
assuming comannd ashore. Freny air opositisn during the tay s commarctively
light but attocks by suicloc plones were effcetive in dama gl COLGELA,
AUSTRALLA and COLORALO which were nit, COLUMELA for seconc tl e and HMAS ALK TRALIA
for fourth tize durlng present operatdon. Eamsge to above ships extensive but
not eritiesl. Evening 8th during asprosch KEITKUN BAY hit by suieclde civer haled
below water line lost pouer amcd now en routs Linsayen under tow. 0One crurine
exnecbed to be operational near future.

There are further incications thot confimm estimute that bhe Sesond
[dverslon Attack Force Ls sdvancing to Coaranh Bay.

General Hacirthur requests that the 20th air Force nit Formosa, Okiniwn
wirfields for the next T duys.
Eaclfic Submnrines

Tne PUFFER reporte five ships remninisne in ton-ship convoy in Fost China

Sen.  Chne is poing in for submergec sttack. The PUFFER unable to ralse the

DXOLABEIFIED
By Autharity of

o Lrp 2 719715
o1
.1-03({‘} "__ﬁ_nlu__._..—
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Fignt submarines belng concentrated in the mouth of the Gulf of Siam
to intercest northbeun: Japs nnd to be in o position to Join southbouna evune-

uatlon if admiral lalsey's forces detccted before strlke.

DEILABSIFIED
By Aathority of
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Admiral ialsey has oruered Vice Admirsl MeCain to execute plan GEATITULE,
thet is, to carry out surikes in South Chins Zes from 10 Jamary to 16 Jemsry
on Luzon, Cearsnh Bay,Tlcerd Bank, Hulnun, honekong anc Formosa.

Atdmiral Qldendorf's basbardaient Force contlmued sperntlons sccording to
plan on the 8th with better results. than on the 6th end Tthe A number of
important strong points in the San Fernanas ares were "most cflectively"™ bomb—
arded.

Minesweeping was completed in the Linseyen aren and CVE'S asde “many
fmportant strikes".

Uncersster desolition teams have comsletew surveys wno found all Lenches
sultable for landin;s. Ho mines or undervater obstacles woere found.

One Jep destroyer sunit by U.5, destroyers escorting Sun Fublan Attack
Foree st 2300 I/Tth off Uanils Bay.

Europe

One midget U-boat seen to sink off Zeebrugee and two prisoners were
taken on the 5th.

Two Norwepglan-manned UTH's attncked escorted convoy 60 miles north of
Eergen sinking one 7,000-ten ship, torpedocing one of 5,000 tons and desaging

zineswecper,

|
,L Sy :k;'\, il b
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Eo. F Jarmuery 1904

Bestern Fropt

Fnesy resistence in the La Roche<Wielssls scetor of the salient generally
clsorganized. Radio reports state Allied units within one mile of Lo fiothe and
& thoussnd yards of Vielsalm. In Bpstogne sector, no enemy amor contocted ex-
ecept for 15th Penzer Grenadier ldvislen. O the Pangers in nese of the palient
only 115th contmeted, Secomd 585 Panger Livision has moved eastward to Vielsals
ares in support of sagging infantry divisions.

¥o new forces ldentified along upper Aalne and oresent indlestlons are
that most corlous effort is from direction of Pplatinate. In the sallent, the
bulk of enemy arsor is now missing cut inteptdons are still obscured. Indications
are thnt enemy is pulling 5th Panzer irmmy in. The Aliled progress on porth
shoulder L& endangering enemy's remailnine east-west road In salient reculring
more armor. Cendldstes for this job are 9th and 12th 85 Divisions. Heavy
mnow on front niding any enemy movenente today. Reldentificstion of wix para=
chute clvisions has tied up one of the spere divisions. Tenth & wnd llth Panzer

still mlesing.

General

A deefced effort to step up the flow of scuitional U.5. marpsower to the
Vestern Front is belng made. In sduition to equipping nev French Divisions,
two merican Livisions which were surmarked for tne Psclfic have now been
ullogated to the Furopean Theater of Operstiona.
Inentieth air Force

On 9 Jumary, Saipan time, T4 B-29's aguin struck Naksjims Adreraflt bFngine
Plant in Tokyo. Heeults unobeerved. On same day AKX Bomber Command (B-29's from

China) attacked air feeilities on Formosa, Latter operstion was at request of
General MacArthur and in conjunction with Fleet Carrier Forces.
2 3fid”)
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WESTERN FRONT 8 January 1548

In Ardennes salient enemy still fighting grimly and showing mo
signs of withdrawing, Attacks againet Bastogne contimus and Germans
sssm determined to hold western end of ll:I.:lt inspite ocur continued
proasurs from the north, which is making slight gains,

In the Baar region, the enemy pemstratiom in the ares of Bithe
is boing contained by our foroes. Pressnce of 2lst Panmer Ddvision
south of Wissembourg may indiocate that enesy is shifting wisght of
his offensive to the esst with probable = intention of launching w
two-pronged drive on Ssverne. In sddition to the 2lst Punzer, he
has available in this ares the 6th 58 Mountain Division and the 17th and
26th Panser Orenadier Divisions and _§  infantry divisioms.

Th enemy bridgehesd porth of Strasbourg has been considerably redused.

Garmans still retain pocket west of the Mass at Wanssum.

(HERCE

Clearing opsraticns in the Athens-Pirmsus srea comtinues sgainst
practioally mno uﬁr:.llti.m. It im now spparect that m full sosle ELAS
withdrawal was carried out on B Jamuary.

.
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FSTERH FRONT

nttacks in the enemy's 19th arsy scetor in the Saar have not nesouged
impressive fdentifications ar yet, Further sbiucks are exsected, In tnle
offensdve eneny's armoured strisine foree still fs not comadttea; indfentione
favor its @oing southesast puther than scuthwest but leacin: indantry eoecenta
are not yet clenr of forest.

In Aruennes, contuct with enemy in tip of malient is foirly Licht exerot
in chee of Yt Panrer, Thrre &5 still & pos=ibd 14ty tant eneny sy wibhoror
Lentno the Uurtne idver, about miceny In the melfent, bub in the =eantise he
ia concentrating niz main effort on Hastogme, attaccine with considersbie
¥iolence while on northern fland infartry ie Clmtine unsupsorted excest for
2d 55 Panwer and L16th Panzer on loft wine. Elements of taese two alvisions
sent to esoist on right wing indientes umeillingmess to eosmit further reserves
Or LITOE. )

There are no additional =igns of trouble fenendine furthes north. The
6th and Tth Parschute divisions are both in reserve and thelr moves RAY UfD=
vide a clue to the enemy'y future intentions.

Trnere g every inoication that toe bulk of FLAS forees isve withorsw Crom
atheng snd Mlroeus into the nills north and northeast of kiffsis [north of
Tutol] and to the kPiessis-lanohra sres, thelr mdn sunnly s, Gae tooons
fuve mede & detulled search of the southermn naif of “fraeus ant tarer mquarters
of fthene, ond eent anopaosed satrols te the morthern outskirts af these

plagen,
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Ad=iral Qldendorff reports that his Farce {L!.nr_l-,'a:.rm*m.l‘.}'nrl‘. undt) hes boen
under attack by sulclde bombers for aver 24 hours. The battleship NEW WFXICD
haa her bridge destroyed end all communicstions are out. The destroyer MALKE <
was hit by & plane in the after port of her Lridee in the Communieations Tn-
tellipence Center. ALl gunz are under local contrel. The Cantaln wos eritically
injured, The cestroyer SUMNFR was nit aft with the oft mogazine Tlooded. Tne W
destrayer W‘r{; was hit by o suicide plane and the fast transpart '.'.LJZ';I:E whs also
hit Lhu & sulcide plane. No eaplifying report hae been recelved. The cestroyer
LEAHY was hit by a plane on both forward guns. The dasige was slisht.

Admiral Oldendorff reports tnuw‘(n require conaidersbly more air support.”
"What we have does not seem adequate at all, We have had 12 shins hit by
sulelde bombers since lt-_?ﬂ ,:.f?utern-y of whien 9 were camaged severely and one
sunk. The malcide cive I\:khurr Bttacks are made in & detemined fashion. The
pllots seem to be of & high quality and dirfficult to 5;5‘6'. Group Flghter DMip-
ector Qfficer states that ne radar contacts this forencon. ALl intercention
being done by wisaal loskouts with fighter directort

Adsiral Halsey's Task Force 38 will strike Luzon tomorrow to cive ald to
land-based sir forces. Tnis is the second diversion from the fleet plan cover-
ing U-1 operations.

Mineswerpers report mo aines found ms yet in entrance to mine fields but

several flosting mines oncountered.

Ny M"
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Teste F t

O-2 Sumary of situation te ZL00Z, L th follows:

Frnemy bridgehoad sstablished neross Bhine north of Strasbourz lends color
to reports from good sources bthat a similar attempt wili be meae soutn of the
Colmar pocket. It La also likely that Ninteenth ammy, inslde pocket, will
start pushing north and south in aympathy. No good information on forces to
be employed, but evidence shows some heve been brousht un,

In Zaar, ln view of enemy's lack of success on his ripht in attempted
croasing of river Rlies, and his comparatively successrul sovences towards
edge of forest on hls left, posalble he may decide to throw in his =ain welight
on the left, and try to joln up with pushes across Rhine.

In Ardennea, weather greatly fovored ensmy. He i2 holdine firm with
armor in snout of salient, and indications still are that he fs not withdrow-
ing at present. Fvlaence increases tast ois troops are short of supolies, in-
cluding food, and that his losses in men and materinl have been heavy, Over
2,700 prisoners taken [roa 5th Parachute Ddvisiong equipment lost in sally out
to Minant speak for themselves. (Bl tanks, 405 vehlcles, 76 runs nlus 7 self
propelled) MNon spsearance of 10th 53 Punger Division casts some doubt of its
save south From [uren.

Worth of Bulge, to be expectec that enemy will launch attacks to tie down
Mlied forces, Threat south of Gorinchem somewnst abated, but cencentration

on Schouwen atlll present.

R

2o3(18/
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MORNING SEwS, 6 Jrnuary 1945% 'El:ﬁ'
T FHIT
Firat irmy hes continued its sttack agninst heavy opposition. Minefields,

difficult terrain and weather slowed up operations generally.

Late rudio reports indlcste Third ammy hes been forced to glve growmé in
seversl sesbors.

Hapd flghting eontinues along Seventh Army front with sose further with-
drawals reported. Enemy infiltreted to vieinity of Wingen, approximutely
12 miles south of Bitche. Commnlque reports that most of these were dlsposed

af.

German 6th S5 Mountain division has definitely been identified esst of
Bitche., This divieion was creviously in Finland and was soved down through
Hormay and Denaark after Gemman evecuntion of northern Flnlend. Genarslly the
German strength on the Restern front nes steadily incressed. Om the 2th of
Decenber 67 Livisions wore caployed. Ey the ldth of December this: had incresged
to 70 and now stands at & totel of 78 diviaions and passibly 79 as thecter suss=
peats presence of an additionsl infanmtry division. The inereass has been 10
limited emplograent and ene field division.

During this perlod the Allied strength has been ineroased by six divislons
{2 sirborne, Z infentry, and 2 amored) to & total of 70 divieions,

The action in the Southern army Group continues in the Bitche crea vhere
the enemy's thrust has been blunted. However; another encmy Infiltration Look
place which was being clesned up at last reports. Here we have committed two
of the divisions we hald in reserve and shifted three reglments of infantry to
try to halt the enemy thrust. Ooe infantry division formerly in reserve has

commenced relief of a division in the First French Army Sector. This still

e alis)
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leaves us with 3 armoeed divisisar in this sector not comnitted. Un the
German side in this pector nre three infantry divieions, one Fanzer Grenadier
and one Panzer division that are not camnitied; two Paneer divisizas in roserve
north of the Moselle and an infentry divislon near Frefiurg could possibly
be used. With the possible exception of one additional new divislen being
brought into the picture these are hils only mown reinforcenents without
weakening some other sector.
An enemy stteck was aade eoross the Khine obove Str sebourg end fipnating
ie still in progress. inother attwck sbove Colwar was resorted under contrel.
SHAER provisiconlly estimates enesy cssuzltles fop Decerber, elting
difficulties of mnking sccurate estimte, at sbaut 130,000 of which 30,000
were killed and 50,000 captused. Subsequently, in scme cable, estimute was
cut to 110,000 total,

bore thun 1,000 heavy bombers and 500 Tfighters of 8th AF hit rallroad
yards and commundecations centers in Western Germany yesterday. Hore thun 20
targets, all of which are important pefnts aleag enemy supply route to Western
Front, wore bombed. This broad senle attack wasn unopposed by the GAF.

Over 105,000 tons were unloaded on the continent on the 3rd cansioting
of 63,000 stores. 30,000 POL and 14,000 vehicles, of which 3,000 stores,
9,000 FOC, and «,700 vehicles were unloaded at intwerp,
InaLY

Troops on right flank of Bth Army have occcupled 5, Alberto an & sutn shaore
of the Valll de Comcchio and captured about 500 Gersens, Positions wi re aleo

laproved further west.

iEC

Official reports state that further galns have been sade by British in

center of Athens against determined resistance ang on the western sutsiglrts and
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northesst suburbes of city against light ocpposition. Severe cosualties weras
inflizted upon the enemy in this fightineg, Lite roclo reportz stote that
British have comploted clearing Athens.

Situetion at Petras is reported to be wvery tense and C=in=C dedltervuneen
stites thet evacustion of "oup? {italice not in cuble) troops mey be necessory.
PRILIPP kS

darindygue occcupled alfter unopuosed landings. Cozmunicus states thetl
seizure of thic islend guve us sontrol of Sdbuysn Ser und estobliched direct
contect witn souith cosst of Lueon,

AlfGorg. Anobther landing made at damburao on northwest coast. Sharp
engagenents reported at Palusn town end wleo smell contueto elesenhere.,

At San Jose, 6,000 [t airdrome operational. st Mindore Hill there is a
5,750 ft strip and 201 hardstsnds. At lesst one medium benber squsdron is
probably operating from here in additicn and two F!g.‘lr_r-:' ETOUpRS.

Luzon. Two recent raids by Palag based B=24's on Clark Fileld st danllahave
encountered no enexy elir with exception of lone Fighter which unsuccessfully
tried to rom one of our bombero.

JETY
Watives say that Jups bepan evecuating Axyad Isleno L How. Laut lelt

L Jan. Japs have recaptured Ranting on Burma=Yunnan borcer.

203/ fﬁ)
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Ml OPERATION

A Jepaneae signting report of & large force west of Lubnng Islund [west
of Wanila Buy) on m northerly course cugsed Jap "L operetions to be metivites,

Task Uroup T7.2, under somand of Recr aduirel Oldendorf, wan attocked
by Jap planes ot 5:20 pom., L Jemuary, 25 miles southwest of Meniguin Islend
{meat of Panay). The escort carrier GlaabeY il was serdsusly hit. Large
fires resulted and she was torpecoed and suni by the destroyer dlUiSo.

To=dite the survivors are TiZ men and 98 officers, including the gaptain
and the sxecutive officer, (Ordinery complement &49 ==n.)

Carrier=baged planes of the 3rd Fleet, commanded by Admiral Halsey,
again etruck Formosa and Owinawa on L January. oearches and small strikes
ware cancelled st noon because of bad wenther. FRemilte of the strikes are
not yet awvellable. Enemy alr capabilitiee esti=mated very low judging From
feeble rosction up to now.

PALLIFFLnES

On L Jenuary, in the Philippines ares;, an emwnition ship was crash—
dived by & Nip plane and blew up. The name of the smmunition shin is not
nown at this time. The =lnelayer WlialWdUK, logated pear the a=munition
ship had one man killed snd 9 wounded as a pesult of the explosion and mug=
tulned two leaks in her mull. The lesaks are under pontral. The oller ARlUo
and the sgeapline tender HelilJl both had pear-misses due to dive bombers and

one man on the AalFdoln was wounded.

At dewn, L Jamaary, 10 enemy plancs struck the Tacloban air strip and
costroyed 9 Ventursas snd 1 Liberstor snd cesepged 3 Venturas and & Liberztors.
nlhﬂlg

Two ships torpedoed off Hulifex on 4th. One cerge ship =sank (1531 OT)

snd one tanker (2373 GT) stdll afloat,
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The strixe on Oeinews and formosa In bad weather an the rd end Lth
of dununry caused destruction of 111 Jup planes anc domsged 220, 27 Jap
snips were sunk and 68 damaged. ilr oprosition feeble; the Jups unslile
or unwilling to mest chullenge. Ho ettempt was ande to stteck our Torces,
elthough there were snooperz in the area. Our ooly losses we e 17 alrolifes
in gambut snd 17 operetionel, with 17 pilots and 2 erewsen aissing. Eleven
lryeomotives, L tang cars, rollrocd brldges snd docke were destroyed curing
the land strike.

& plene reports signting o cerrler, light erulser and 7 destroyers in
the Formous Strelts.

On Sth, Third Fleet informed General ecarthur that i1 would =sintsin
centinuoua sir cover over the Luven flelds from before dewn to alter sunast
to protect both Halsey's force and the trosp convoys,

Alr opposition over Lugon yesterdsy wes neglizivle. 144 plenes, some of
which weres dammged, were observed in the Clerk (leld aresn. The weather outlosk
is not encouraging for tomorrew for either the Luzen or Formose area.

Adgniral Kinkald has recussted hémiral Hulsey to repest yeatspdoy's stiriie
and eir patrol over Luson today, stiting thet the need to neutrslize Jap
airficlds wasa argent.

Machrthur reports thet alr-peutralizstlon rulds on Lucon by land booed
nir hes not been as effective us expocted and reguesta Holsey to strike Clark
end ingeles Flelds during his strike on Lygzon today. (These flelde lie south
of the Line of desureation between surfece bosed snd land based air).

On 1 Jumuary, & reinforeced compeny of the 50%rd Incentry was landed &t

Mamburss on the northwest coast on dindoro.
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Hestern Prent

Weather oomtinues wery poor mlemg froot with Loy fog and mmow,

SHAEF (-2 sums up developements aa follows:

1, Thers is mothing to report from froot betwsen No. Sea and Monschau which
indicates offensive sction by enemy although rumors prevail sbout motivitiss on
Bohouwen Island.

2. Epemy has definitely lost initiative in Ardenmes salient and is slowly losing
ground despite hewvy defenmive fighting. Past few days witnessed regrouping of

Gth and Gth Pz Armies for attmck cn Bastogne. Our sttacks have meant recomitting
dafenaively the major porticn of this armor on the north flack whils 3 Px dive are
themselves belng attacked on the south, Next 48 hours should diselose whether enemy
hangs onto pressnt westsrly positions or pulls in, His positiom i{s mot Pavorabls,
3, In Saar sector more snemy divisions expscted to be smployed. Fallure to get off
to flying start wo. and sast of Baargimines has been considersble sstback but it is
unlikmly that he will give up his sfforts in this motor if his sastern bulge ls
blumted, Thers is slightly more evidence in ares of Upper Ehine which poimts to
snemy intention to assume offensive in this seotor.

Plying Bombe and Roakets

9 day lull in flying bomb attacks againet U.K. ended 3 January whem 62
bosbs were plotted., Of thess 18 made landfall, 1 reaching London ares.

During the first 48 hours of the week ended 5 Jan, situstion was uneventiul
as far as rockets were concerned, Howsver, if rate of fire for last § dayw had besn
maintained over whols 7 days total mmber of rocket incidents would have been
highest of any wesk to date. Night of 50/31 Decembar thars were § incidents, the
largest of any day or night yet reported,

203(1s5)




Eastern Front
FPress reporte from Poland that large numbers of Polish and Soviet

troops are being massed east of the Vistula preparatory to luunching of major
of fensive.
reece

Fighting has flared up again as ELAS refuse to accept edicd of new
Government to lay down arms.

A senlor British Naval officer Ionian Islands has been appointed and
will be based on Corfu.
Hurma

_—

Following tactical reconnaissance reports that no enemy was seen on
Akyab Island, landings were made by Allied foreces. There are no further details,
other than that no opposition was encountered.

Motor patrols are now 16 miles north of Shwebo without encountering
any enemy. Prevalent rumor emong natives is that Japs are evecuating Mendalsy.

Theater G=2 states that Jap retreat in all of Burma under continuous
Allied pressure is evidently in full swing indicating strongly eventual evacuation,
Neo stopping point in retrest 1s as yet evident and, in fact, it is not believed
that they are willing or capsble of making & real fight for any part of burms,
(=2, War Department, does not possess enough informaticn to conclude that &
total evacuation is under way.
Cuba

Militery Attache at Havena reports that excellent source, rated B-2,
indicates growing unrest smong lower officers and enlisted elements of the Army.
Good possibility that group may underteke coup against high command at any time.

M/A stetes that, in his opinion, administration would not plece effective obstecles

in way of such a coup.
203(us) e
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HOENING aEws, 4 Jenuary 1945

Three light crulsers and ¥ destrayers wnider hiear ats deCres plan to
bombard Parasushiro on & Jan.

3 Ch and & DD will bosbare Chiehl Jiss this morning and Iwe Jimn this
alfternooh .,
fola ot -

JUnl LanGlOn torpedoed off Murmansg Dec 3l. Brage in aalf; bath
sectlons afloat and towed to port. Captain, 15 crew end SO passenpers lost.

LLPEE s

Winesweeper group sttacked down Jan Ird southenst of Heeros [alend by
Jdap planes sulfesring minor damsge. Two planes shot oWt .

The Commander of the Tth Fleet reports that & Uw5. Ssvel officer sscsned
froz the Japs at Olongspo and in now with I'riendly foroes. The escaped of-
ficer stutes that on 13 Decesber, 1,300 priscners of war were esbarked on &n
eneny ship at Manile. 350 of the priscners dled os the result of over-crowd-
ing. While st Dlongapo, the ship was sttacked by our plenes, tho prisoners
were left on board and fifty more were killed as the result of the bosbing.
It was during the bombing that the Navel afficer escaped.

PACIFIL slibs

Sub WHALE reports alnking 4 sasll shios in m gun battle.

Al B
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4 January 1644

Nestern Frast

Offioial reports confirm start of attack by 1ot Army forces om
notthern flank of German Ardennes salismt but give 1ittle detall other tham to
state that soemy is definitely on the defensive in the morth, Hadis reports that
initial penetrations have been small but satisfactory.

Enesyy has besn umable to prevent further ssall gains in Bastogne area,

O-2 SHARF states that enemy situstion in Ardemmes sallsnt ia cbagure -
that majority of armor is out of comtact or in very light comtact. His sttitude
ot Bastogne me well as elsswhers now defensive but thers is mo sign of a general
withdrawal from the salient. On the comtrary fresh infantry units are being
ommitted, Indications are that still more infantry will bes nesdsd if he intends
to proleng the defenss,

Pressure continues in the Sear and our forces have withdrawn from 1
to § miles in some sectors, 0-2 SHAEF fesls that enemy has still mot put forth
his full effort here and alss that he may attempt attack from Colmar poaket to
tis down Allisd foroes,.

Badio from continent this morning reports low cellings, heavy clouds
and mmow along much of froot.

F. Bombs

Lull in flying bomb attscks on U.K. sontinues thers havimg bees
none over U.K. since morning of 24 Decesber,
Gresse

Wo material change in Athens/Pirasus ares. Thers is sporadis mortsr-
ing ot latter but otherwise all is quist thers and harbeur now open to all types
of shipping.

Dardane]lles Batisfaotory progress reported in wweaping of approaches,
rosfre7




LT

Frelisminary report on ¥ Januwary attack on Magoyw, Japan, indicate B9
planss hit city with incendisry bosbe, ( 10 sdditional planes bosbed other,
unspaoifisd, targets.) Weather was exoellent and bombing was done visually
frem about 50,000 feet. Great smoke and large {ires reported over target area,

1 B=26 was shot down over target area by ememy fightersy 2 planes were
ditohed, reason mot given) 2 planea are missing. These latter are stated to have
laft target ares undamaged but have not since been reported,

Claims agninst snemy indioated as 1l planes destroyed, 9 probably destroyed

and 16 damapged.
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3 Junuary L3L5 fr
EAGIEIC D\

Cerrier-based planes of the Ird Fleet, under J

ral Halsay, struck
Formosa on the moming of 3 Junuery. The operetions were cincelled st

2300 p.m.y 3 Januery, becsuse of unfhvorable westhar, whleh besume ine-

creadingly bad. At the sane time, fghters af the o

Jklnawa Jima in the Hansei shoto [=]

nesults of

yet availsble. There were no attacks on our force.

Ad=ipel Halesey's Toree ls retir to Southeast end will strike

eu 4 Jan, with Ludon ss elterute

lee depending on westhar.

asatimntes Jess heave assenbled af © Indo=Ch

£ XCV, & Chy L CL ana 30 LD for use if fe ble to oppose antieloated

BLE landings deniln ares.

The submarine Sachéb hes returned from her fourth war pstrol o

reports damsglng one medium tander (5,000 tons).
The submerine PasPaslly hes returned Orom her fourth war gatrol,

having suns one large [relghter (7,500 tona) and demaged one medium

freighter (L,000 tons) and one la

r {10,000 tann).
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5 January 1946

Westorn Froot
West of Bastogne enemy corridor has besn further marrowed by

advances from the south up to 2 miles. Elsewhere on the perimeter of German
panstration there has besn little change in the lines,

Offioial dispatehes do not elaborate om comunique reports of
sharp German attacks in the wrea of the Lower Vosges, For the most part thess
attacks have been contained, However, 14 miles south of Sasrhrusken snesy
penotrated up to  miles and 8 miles west of that olty gained up to 1 mile.
Attacks ares said to be made with all intensity which sooompanisd sk
At oripioel counter-attack farther north, In this instancs, howsver,
wiather has permitted cur air forces to opsrate against initial stages of attack.

Bth AF is out again in foree today, socording to redio, Saking it
12 dayw in succession,

Burms

Radio reports that Allied troops have emtersd Ye-u, spproximstely

66 miles to the morth of Mandalay.

o3/



e o 188

Paelfic ‘mbnarines

The U.5. Submarine PAMPANITO, returning from o
coordineted patrel in the South China Seas, reports sink-
ing one larpe freichter {7,500 tons) mnad sring ane
wedius Frefghter (4,000 tons) and ane laree ofler {10,000

tons. )

2o 311 v
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The U.S. 3rd Fleet hits Formosa

imately 1830, our time. Tnis is the first move

butld-up for the Luzon Operation.
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E Jamoary 1945
Waatarn Froot

War Department doss not yet have detailed reports of yes-
torday’s heavy attacks by Osrman Alr Poros againet our sirfislds in
Franos, reportsd in latest communique, which states that 125 of these
enemy planss wers destroyed.

Allisd Adr Foross flew more than 7,000 sortiess. OJood flying
woather is again forecast for today.

There was littls change on the ground yesterday.

It is now bellewved that Hismler is Supreme Commander in the
upper Ehine area. This may indioats inoroased activity iz this seotor
oppoaite the Frenoh.

On 31 Deossber 43,700 tons of supplies were unloaded at dnt-

Om 50 Deosmber, Mindoro-bassd planes attached shipping in
Lingayen Gulf in strength. Olaims are 1| destroysr, 1 destroyer sscaort,
and 1 freighter sunk, Other shipping damaged. Lingayen fulf is land-
ing ares for M-1.

Ensmy air comtinmuss attacks em our alr strips o Mindoro al-
mosk hightly. In an effort to strengthen cur air werning system we
have st up radar party on Bulalasal, om south scast.

On Leyts, althowugh organised snemy resistance is sald to have
osased, our mopping up comtinues on large-seale with enesy still capable
of countarattacking strongly in some wress. OF cur seven divislons am

203(1r) leyte, four are ineluded in buildeup foree for M-l.




ey, P-

s Clnelly begun to pay clvicends curing
1 escort sunk wnc 3 ships torpedoed in the
oW sporoa ches and Engll nannel ares snd 1 sscort suns and 1 o=
torpedoed off Halifex., [HI{iculty continues to be experls :
and sffectively sttacking Schnorshel es o regult of
were sung during the =moath,

Inshore Schnorchel oper
Decomber with 6 merships w

Submarlne Hehlbh overous from patrol wnd presumsd Lost.

subaarine A0y returning from patrol reports 10,000 ton ollsr sunk
und escort dossged,

Three Ca; & LD sttace shipping Cnichl Jiss morning § Januery; bonberd

Iwo Jima afternoon 5 January.

limite aske Maoarthur for cutnorizetion for vielt to Jdamus by
detucheent of British Pacific Fleet In did=Jamury to investirste facilities.

Detachment includes 1 BB, 1 CL, 3 LD, 1 a0,

N
.él.h

g
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L denuary 1944

HLLIPPLAY
Thne destrover GaioEVOORT now reports thet suiciae planer on 30
Decenber totelly demolished after Cireroom and sfter eneinersem La
flooded. 22 =men are missine and ell other personnel hove beon trens-
ferrec ashore. The ship i= now anchored off southern dindere.
PACIFIC Shladsl diks
The submirine nallitbaCh reports sincing an enemy destroyer and one
unidentified type; probably singing o tonger ane dumaging an unidentitied
ship in Formcsy Area.
The mubmarine Glavlas returned frea her Tourth war setrol 4n the
Paeific, reports sinkings as follows:
One enesy transport (3800 tons) with sssistance of army alr force.
One tanker (9500 tons).
One lerce cargo shlp (7500 tons).
One medium cargo ship (LOOO tana),
The totil shipping destroyed was 24,800 tons.
o
Admirel Mounthatten pluns to make & reconnalsssnce ln fores of the

Agyab area on Jemuary 3. If the situstion is favorsble, this will be

followed by the landing of two brigudes which will advance overlind to

a

eapture the port.

Lheiasdi

Todste no disturbance of importance nas besn reported.
Commanding Genernl of armmy Forces in Csnal ione Ls Lt., Generel 0. H.

Brett; Haval commender is Hear Adnirsl H. F. Klngann; the Governor is

Lt eral J h C. Wehalley.
e AP et
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