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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
-..~""'""' or TR1 COWWU"Oa Dt CRIU 

DDAXfWDFT, W .lSKJlfQTOW, D, C. 

5 p .m. December 31 , 1942. 

ALEUTIAN I SLANDS ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 

The following de t a ils r elate to the sinJ(ing of the 
hi gh- speed mineSI'Ieeper \'/ASMUTH off SCOTCH CAPE, UJ!IL!A.K ISLAND , 
mentioned in the morning Summary of December 29th. 

This ves sel after surviving 4Q-foot seas and a moderate 
gale for two days had her depth charge rack carry away on 
December 29th. at 3 : 46 a .m. T\"lo depth charges were set at 
50 fee t, t he remainder· on "safe" . The ship's speed was about 
6 lr.nots when the first charge de tonated and 10 knots when the 
second charge exploded. The keel ruptured, followed by 70 
feet of the stern breaking off and sinking in 9 minutes . Sub­
sequent flood i ng could not be controlled and the ship sank in 
five hours . The crew was transferred to the RA11APO which drew 
alongside at 6:00a .m. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
MDCJUAJ...., or no COIOU.JIDD or Cma 

lti.VT PIPAft'NDIT, WASHOCOTOtl, 0. C. 

9 a .m. December 29 , 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

The high- speed minesweeper WASMUTH broke in two in high 
seas and sank 35 miles off SCOTCH CAPE (southwes t point of 
UNIMAK ISLAND , ALEUTIAN CHAI!I) . All per sonnel have been saved 
and t aken aboard t he Oil Tanker RMJAPO. Further de t ail s are 
not at present a vail abl e , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
!""""..,,.or,.. Co>owma'" CICIIJ 

9 a . c . Docomber 28 , 1942 . 

ALEUT I A!! lSLAl·DS ACTION (Coot~ 

On December 26th. a force of our fighters (Lightnings) 
strafed ene~ shore installations on KISKA. TWo of our planes 
were shot down. The pilot of one was rescued. 
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DtCLASSt!IJ;l> 

OSD IAUOr, &·3 
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• • 
UN ITED STATES FLEET 

_..!.[ .. ,..,..., .... or .,.. CO•• ,U(ou JH Ceur 
Jf .. n' 0 ... 411'1fllft'. W ..... NOTolf. 0. c. 

10 a .~ . December 22 , 1942 . 

/J..EUTLJ'l I!>LfJIDS ~oCTI Ot: (Con t ' t1 ) • 

;_t 1 . 50 p . • tt . , December 20th , a heuvy coo rtl i11 •:tod ut.tuck 
was compl eted on KISK,t by thirteen bombers support ed by nine 
fi ghters . HJ ts wer e scored unci heuvy explosions obsel've<l in 
the submarine bsse ar ea . ~he cemp ~reus Wdre bombed Hnrl 
strafed . All our pl anes retu l·ned . l .i gh t dtHilltge wes suffered 
fro~ heavy anti - aircraft fire . 

- 89 - D!CLASSIFI!:D 
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C:Oili.JfQ ru .• 

' 
UNITED STATES FLEET 
B.&A.DQvAftUI tw ft.8 OOlii• AHDU llf Clo.IF 

OIPAftlfiM • • A.NIItf01'01f. D. C. 

• 

10 a .~ . ueoeobor 19 , 19~~ . 

/,t l.LO p . rn., Dece"b"r 17th, three Llber .. tors ettoc~t>d 

shore installations on KISK/1. Tbl rty-five 500- lb bo::~bs l 
were dropped . one hi t wc.to scor ed in ~he subt>t<rine bcse ureo, 
~nd explosions end fl~es were observed anoP~ builainPS north 
ot the morir.e r ailway . 
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' . 
co""""'ru UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ru.oooAMYW or ta CoWNAJma a. ClaiF 
UV1' DD.urwD'f. WASMDIOTOII.D.C. 

10 a .m. Deoenber l J , 1942 . 

AI.El:TIAN ISUNDS J,CTIOK (Cont ' d ). 

At l p .m., December 11th , throe of our ~!aN>uders 
suppor 'ted by four LiGh tnines bo;,bed the ship formerly 
agr ound in TROUT LJ,GQON, KISKt.. 1\vo 500- l b bo:ob hits were 
scored . Enemy sbore actlvi t!es and installations were 
a lso stra f ed and bombed . 
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OSD Lot ter , 5-S-72 
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~ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
BU.Dou.un:a~ or nu coaowma Dt Clar 

, U 'l'f IXPAimellfT, WAIIDIQfOif.O.C. 

10 a , m, November 29, 1942 , 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont' d ,) , 

A reconnaissance plane reports bei ng pursued by an 
enemy pl ane of unknown type over ATTU ISLAND in the ALEUTIAN 
Chain. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEE T 
HU.Dau.urw Of Till OowwAwta 01 Oar 

ILl"' 00 An'WDT . ........ Ol'Otllo D. c. 

5 p . m. November 28, 1942 

ALEUTIAN ISLAI\'DS ACTIOll (Cont 1 d . ) 

On 26 November f our B-17 's scored three 5DO-lb. bomb hits on a 3 1 QOO-ton eneQY cargo vessel in HOLTZ BAY , ATTU ISLA~'D . The vessel was reported to be on fire and sinking. Four Aircudas (P-38' s) strafed anti-aircraft installations. All planes re turned . 
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I t 

ec-:.ru UNITED S TAT E S FLEET 
lh&Dov~ or ma CO'CM·-- ar c-

u.na.~w· ..... D.C. 

9130 a.m. November 1;, 1942. 
ALEUIIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,) 

It is believed tha t ATTU has been rooooupied by an enemy roroe number ing approximately ;oo. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~QVUOWO.-~OIC.. 

--. W'U' _ .. IOIIlOO O.C. 

9 a.m. November 11 1 1942. 

U f"TIAN ISLAliDS ACTION (Cont 1 d . l 

On November 9th. an Ar=y B-171 escorted by four P-38•a1 attacked and destroyed aeven float Zeros in HOLTZ 6AY, ATTU ISLAND. Two of the enemy planes were aean to explode and all were burning. There was no OP­position and all U.S. planes returned safely. 

At KISKA, aame date two B-261 s attacked an enemy carco vessel 1n GERTRUDE C~VE 1 KISKA. The attack was aade troa a l ow level, resulting 1n near aiases. Two P- 38 'a strafed a cargo vessel in KISKA Harbor, also the beach area. An engine in a P- 38 was shot out by heavy anti-aircraft fire from the ship, otherwise all planes returned without damage, 

The 11. S, Submarine CACHALOT on the evening of October lOth, engaged an enemy force of two cargo vessels under escort in VEGA BAY , KISKA. Torpedoes were fired at the cargo ships by the CACHALOT and one torpedo at the CACHALOT by an enemy destroyer. A torpedo hit was heard during the quick dive which followed, but 1t 11 not known whether the enemy vessel was hit by a friendly or enemy torpedo, 
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I 

NITED STATES FLEET 
R&AIIOU U'fDS or na COWWAJI"DD D1 CHID' 

MA ¥T Dlr .u.T:tom~T. W AIHUIOTQlC. 0. C. 

10 a . m. November 8 , 1942. 

WWTIAN ISLAND$ ACTION ( Cont '4 • l 

ALASKA reports that seven float type Zero fighters were sighted at HOLtZ BAY, AtTU, on the 7th. 
Considerable trouble was experienced with the civilian personnel operating the Steamship FILLMORE (under Ar~ con­trol) at A.DAX, particularly with the Cocman41ng Officer. 

- 82 -
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
l{u..oouAMT'I:III or nn CoWlWtDD Df CKtu 

:uvr DlrAJlt'I(DIT. WoUIUifa~ o. c. 

' 

tt.§TITIAN ISLAl!DS ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

Report !rom ALASKA indicates that the airfield on ADAK is one toot under water . 

S-31 reports a1nk1ng one large minelayer ott PA!WlUSBIRO. 

- 81 -

DICLASStFtt!> 
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oo-aoru UNITED STATES FLEET 
llu.DooAIIW Of Na Cow •re • C.. 
un.-..........,.w~a.c. 

9 a. m. October 30, 1942. 

ti,MIAlf l8LAlfD8 ActiON (Copttd , ) 

8-33 reporta three Japaneae oruieer• ot NATORI 
C1aaa (5170-ton light cruisers) and one destroyer at a 
poa1t1on 180 a11ea weet ot ATTU on course 250, speed 15, 
on the aorninc ot the 30th. 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
lt:&&Doo....,_ 01 ,_OWN·== • o.r 

u.n DIP.unawt. w• 01040.C.. 

.r. Octo • ,., , 11')1!2 . 

accor~ias~ce of ~ ~ ~ (east ~r I~i~) r.c ative; 
or 'J1 .. "-LOI , \IOGt or <;JJ A:;,. J. n ,nti•te ; 1nmacod 3!-..ips in 
Kl->KA !!arbor nnd G.:..G~.illlul:. C:t. IL ns pr vtously r• port :'1 . 

In the Et. ... 'rt..t. PA::IHC • JC" ,. rr KE! D.ti.;K r• -
ports bcin tornedoed ' no ~ts an r1p inc dept 
oha ceo off tho O.IE.JO:. Coast {Messa~c not ct1tircly clonr) . 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
JW.Dooun. ~ 1'111 co.ou.an:. Dl Clair 

..,., r..unawr, wua QTOM. O.C. 

Al!, ITIIJ ISL{,liDS A ;1'! ~ (Con t 1 n , ) 

On thq 23rd of Octor~r six Ar1 - 24 ' s esc?rted by 
6 P- 38 ' s oo ' d t o sub:llu·ina base nnd adjaeont c !' a on 
at }:IS."A frolll o.n nltltudo of fron 12001) to 15000 root t ith 
100('>- lb . bo s , A hit · .. as r corded on tho shed cov rlr <: 
midt:et S'lhmarinos . l.o enP.rny plnnos reported and "" anipnin 
r;ns seen oth r thun tl" &ro•.n".cd vessels Jll'l)'tlo•rsl:r report Jd , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~Of,. O?to«·==. Clar 

un aoAITWIDtl'. w•rn 21C::.OD.c. -- 4 : 30 p . ~ . October 24, 1942. 

ALEUTIAJ: I~LAl.JlS 1\C,;Tl O, { Cont 1 d , ) 

;leport rac~ived thnt t11o torpedoes were fired at 
DOLPI I!. at 4 a . r.t . on the 22nd . whilo patrolline about 
?0 niles so ttheast of DU'l'Cl .: •. l OH . 

- 77 -
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UNITED STATES FLEE T .. --·--Of tD C<wv·m=. Oar ....... -::.·~. ::~:r 23
1 
lq42 .~ ;7 

AL& iTIA. IpLA.:PS ACTIO;; (Cont ' d) '/ 

Cruhors of Adn1ral Theobald ' s Task Force £1gh~ 
rep..,rt the cor.:Dlot1on of 11 ten- doy sweep to t!,e ,.,est ·ard 
of KISKA ATOLL. liesults negative . 

• 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
lbADoUAIIIW or n11 OcM«•re • 0.. 
unDD~w· tOW.D.C. 

~) 

~ a . . Octobor 2~ , 1 ·42 . l 
ALEUTIAl• I ... LAl DS ACTIO: (Cqnt ' d . l 

Roport from the AU.UTIAI;s for 18 Oetob~r s t ates that 
4 B- 24 ' s droppod 48 - 500-lb . bombs fron 15 ,000 feet on enmp 
area and on a ship beached at Tno;:-r LAGOOJ". Hits in cn1:1p 
area followed ~ a hoavy explosion and fires . r, enemy planes . 
t:o shippinc changes in Kl:iY.A observed . 
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c 

UNITED STATIS PL!!T 
• · non· WOI1'D<))tot· --•C.. 

-.-n.,Mn~DT. • · =••o..c. 

? n .m. ~t~ber 1~ , 1~42 . 

AU:UTIAJ: ISLAI.DS A.!TIO!. (C,r,t'rl , ) 

Five B-24 ' s attacking KISKA from 11 , 000 feet dropped 
59 - 5'00-lb . bonbs on the canp an<! booch ut TaCO': LACOOll . •to­
su1 ts not observed. llo eneny plnnos sichted . Anti- aircraft 
fire li;:ht . llo ships si&htod. 

- ?4 -
DJ:C!.ASSI7tllll I 

b-S-1 OSD Letter, 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
BU.Douum. or 1D C<wv• MI'ft ..- Clair 

un ODAftWDT. •· lit« o. c. 

10 a . n . October 18 1 1942 . 

ALEUTIAtl ISI.ANDS ACTIO!i (Cont ' d . ) 

Further report of attack by B- 26 ' s on Japanese destl'OY­
ers north of KISKA states that the action continued for forty­
five minutes , and that 20 - 309-lb . bombs were dropped in deck­
level attacks . Five hits were made on one destroyer which 
caught on fire , causing intermittent explosions •.Yi thin t he ship 
which threw debris high in tbe air. Four hits were made on 
the other destroyer with heavy explosions in the stern . Both 
destroyers were left dead in the water burning and personnel 
were seen to be abandoning the ships . Bot h destroyers were 
carrying deck l oads of large crates, possibly aircraft , 

HALIBUT, which had been ordered to a ttack , searched the 
area in which low visibility obtained , but with nega tive re­
sults . 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
... ""' .... ,., ....... cw,... co.ou..r:. .. Clair 

un DD.umcDff, W'"P 0 ~IOilii. O.C. 

9 n ,m, October 171 1942 . 

ALEU'l'lAl' ISLJJ:US ACTIO!, {Cont'd . ) 

9 B-24' s supported by 5 P- 38' s ma~o attack on KI~KI. 
October 14th., dropping in camp area 180 incendiaries ,­
many large fires thro•~chout camp . P- 38' s destroyed throe 
enemy f l oat plnnos on 11ater . Did not soo any other planes . 
One B- 17 took photographs and bombod submarine area nith 
6 - 5'00- l b . bombs , Two beached vessels previously reported 
are now reported to be stripped of removable gear. Also 
there are two sunken ships in the harbor , one of uhich has 
been previously reported. 

On the saoe day 3 B- 26 ' s t:~a'!e two torpedo attacks on 
ships at GEJiTitUDE COVE, KISKA 1 without making any hits . 

Prel iminary repor t from Admiral Theobald states that 
two Japanese destroyers , HIBIKI cl ass , were bombed by six 
B- 26 •s, tlreo hi ts on one , bel ieved sunk; one hit on stern 
of ot her . This a t tack occurred about 70 miles northeast of 
KISKA. Submarino HALillll'l' has boon order•Jd t o mop up . 

On October 15t h . Three B- 26 •s attacked a Japanese careo 
shio in GE.1TRUDE COVE with four- second del ayed 300- pound bombs . 
At i east one direct hi t was made causing expl osion and iire 
in ship. Three hours lat er fire still 'urned . Our losses 
one B-26 and cr ew shot do'IID by anti- aircraft fire . 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
_lbAOOou,_ 01 na C)Ww•.-• oar 

~~~tn oo.umaart. w· 210ii40.C. 

8 : 30 n. m. OctolJer 16 , 1Q42 . 

ALEUTIAJI ISLAflD!l ACTIO!/ (Cont ' d , ) 

Roport f r om AL!l\JTIAHS 1nd1cntos thnt ottr forces 
lost one P-38 on 14 Ootober 1 - shot d011n by anti-aircraft 
fire o.t IaSKA . Pilot jumpea but roun<l dead in water by 
pay rescue plane . 
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_ ... 
UNITED STATES fL£!T ( 

y 
Q\ ll October 6 6-24 1 1 bor ~d at-.1pp1r..e and ahnre 1r.­

atall&t1ona at KISXA r~ 8,?00 to 1~,000 toot . ?~rty 
S'OC>-lb. bo~bt nr. dropped on a ship etut or , .Ot.iT 1...\(,;0C •• 
&n4 a ship voat of SOC':F. f::Eh» . :;o hit1 wtr• r.sa ... o . f',:enty­
sevon SOO..lb . bo."'bS wore dt-opped on Ctu:%p ar'la . D41114&o "..Ul .. 
known . 

':'lh1lo on sonrch mission 1011th or KlvKA. a Plfi M~o con­
tact with a emall ono~ cargo ship an1 attacked with two 
SOQ-lb . bombs , - bo~bs missed . 

A socond CA'rALil:A on search north or t:.lSKA md.o con­
taot with an eneny Slllall transport . J.'our hoavy bomb(:rs drop­
pod 24 .. 500-lb . bombs fro~ 1 ,000 teet ~kine no hits . :h~ 
PbY dropped one boob, - c1ssed , tton airarod dec~;a with tl.at:h· 
ino cun•· 

Sut.Gar1ne MALI.fili"T' on patrol 1n tl.ia area t~on cade 
contact &nd attacked ~~ surface with t~rpedoot at 1600 yards . 
TOJ1'ledoee did not det~te . !l-.J.s er.e~ voaaol ••• a tt·Shlp 
•quipped with tJ"-.re• tuns Co:rrard and subotrtod t¢rr.edo tubes . 
~orped.o all .. d iiAlJ:EU:" ten yards to port . 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 

9 : 30 a . a . October 12 , 1942 . 

AU:. TIM. I SLIJ'D<i /,!11IC. (Cont 1 ri . ) 

On Odobor <tl .• six att::~ck r1 ssi<>ns Cle" over l:ISi:A 
at loll altitudes . Total planes ecplo;•od , - 10 - B24 1 s 
8 - B-171 s , 4 P- )9 1 s , and 8 P- j.J 1 s . lo10bs "ere dropped as 
follows :-

52 - 500- 1b. boJrbs on a cargo ship in G~:tTRUDE 
COVE , - no hits . 

26 - 500- 1b . bombs on t11o sr.111ll cargo ships in 
KISKA Har or. - one possiblr hit . 

40 - 100-lb bombs on llorth l'ead. 
20 - l 00-1b bo:tbs and 16 - 500-1b. bombs in 

hanear- canp area , - so~o hits observed . 
Four P- )81 s strafed a fra1 hter and tr,., gun 

emplaee::~ents . 

l'o enemy aireraft was observed . 

Our dwna;;e , - four bombers roco1 vod minor drunace, t11o 
f i &hters were damaced by anti- aircraft !'ire , - all returned 
to base . 

A preliminary report for 10 October states that 3 
B-17 1 s and 4 P- )8 1 s attacked cacp area from 100 feet drop­
pine 45 caenesiUM fire bombs . Lar~e fires Ware started . 
Damage will be ver tied by photoero.'>hs taken. Three ener.l,Y 
planes observed on water . J;o cho.nce in enczzy shipping 
over previous reports . 

DECLASSIFII! 
OSD Le t t or, 5-S-72 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
[buoa .. .,.. or - ()ntot·- • Ciao 
IIAnDIP~W · ...... D.C. 

9 a , m. October 10 , 1942 , 

ALEUTIAl: ISLAI.pS ACTIO!• (Cont ' d . l 

Air attacks on KISKA AJU::A vtore conducted as foll ows 
on 8 October •-

Six B- 241 s nnd three B- 17 ' s , supported by twelve 
P- 38' s , at an altitude of 3400 feet attacked camp a rea 
dropping 57 incendiary bombs and 12 - 500-lb, demoli­
tion bombs, - starting fires . This saoe force also 
attacked a cargo ship in GERTRUDE COVE from 3800 feet 
with 12 - 500-lb. demolition bombs . Anti- aircraft in­
stallations, hangar1 a freiehter and a corvette wer e 
straffed by four P- J8 ' s . 

Another striking force consisting of three B- 241 s 
dropped 10 - l , ODO-l b . demolition bo~bs from 4000 feet 
on the cargo ship e t GEliTRUD& COVE. 

Photographs of theso attacks were taken , but 
damage has not been r eported . 

OUr casual ties consisted of a minor injury by a mach­
ine gun bullet to one gunner , one B- 24 damaged on landing , 
and three P- 38's r eceived minor damage from anti- aircraft fire . 
All planes returned . 

No enemy aircraft were encountered . 
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!TED STAT ES TLEET 
fllu_ ..... "' .... eoo.w.uo. .. c­

u.n c..unc:arr, ·~D.C. 

9 a ,Q, Octooer ·8 , 1942 . 

ALEUT! A! ISLA!J>S ACTIO!. (Cgnt 1d . ) 

Eight B- 24's supported by ten P- 39 ' s and eight P- 381 s 
attackod KISKA on the 6th. 28 - 5QO-lb . demolition bo bs 
were dropped on hangar area , 33 on Cii;RTRUDE co•n: Ai!LA 8 on 
large carco ship in harbor , and 12 on o carso ship and cor­
vette 1n GERTRUD!:: COVE. Bombs were dropped f rom an altitude 
between 10, 000 and 12,000 feet . Pursuit planes strafed tho 
harbor and set firo to one of five Zero float planes on tho 
wator , another dannged , also daoaced radio sta~ion . 

The cerco ship in the harbor was reported on fire and 
sinking , also a fire in the camp area . 

All planes returned l71th •1inor dlltllage to one B- 24 and 
one P- 39. 

Air observation at AGATTU and ATTU showed no signs 
of enemy occupation. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
Ku.Doo~ Of 'nil CQHH•.,. .. Olar 

-." DD.ut'WIIIIfT. •· • a 1001;. D.c. 

'l "' · '' · Octobor 7 , 1042, \~ ALEUTIAII I~Ar:USJ.CTIOW (Cont ' d .l 

On 4 October a Navy patrol plano sight ed n Japanese 
cargo ship nol'thvrest of KISKA with a deck load of landing 
bargos . Three bombers were orderod out to attack, and ma~o 
twolvo runs over target at 1,000 feet . Two near misses woro 
made . One B- 24 damaged by sholl fire on first run returned 
on three engines . 
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eo.a.c.ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.DouAn'DI or nr1 co.nwa:a 011 CKDr 

IU.'t'T DlrA.ITWDIT. -~.D.C.. 

9 a . m. Octobe r 6 , 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLA!J)S ACTI O!/ ( Cont ' g , ) 

Summary of Action 3 October , 

KISKA was attacked by six B- 24 ' s , supported by 
four P- 38 ' s (twin-engine ) and ei~;ht P- 39 ' s . Eighty 100-
l b , incenclinries ancl twelve ]QO-lb. clemolition bombs Ylero 
dropped from heights of 10 , 000 to 11 , 000 feet by five 
bombers concentrating on hangar and camp area . One bomber 
clroppecl five 1000- l b . bo1nbs at a cargo ship beached near 
TROUT LJ\GOOJ: , - results not observed . The fighters shot 
dovm six twin- float Jap fighters , five at 16 ,000 feet and 
one 11hich attacked the bombers . Al l U. S . pl anes returned 
t~ithout damage . 

Shipping obse~ved in KI SKA :-

One mediwo car.;o ship beached one mile 
west of SOUTH !lEAD . 

One l arge car~o ship benched ne~r TqOUT 
LAGOON . 

HEAD. 
One medium- size cargo ship west cof r:oRTI' 

One cargo ship in second cove 11est of 
r·~·nr~ ROCKS . 

One cargo ship off m:YJtA:ID CO'IE . 

'l.'llo small destro1ers patrolling entrance . 

Thirt y- nino bonbs were dropped by enemy planes on 
ADAK without inflicting clamage . 
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UNITED STATES PLIET 
lluboo .... Cllr w. OOtot•.- . c.. 

IU.nce.unan. w· IGO. D.O. 

ALEUTIAII ISLA!'DS ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

A marine r ailway with four midget submarines and pos­
sibly two others under covurod part of ramp wore visible 
in photocraphs taken of south beach at KISKA on 27 September . 

Completion of the occupation or tho P~lBILOFF IS~1>S 
was reported on 4 October . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~~ .. ,..."'_ co-• c...r 
MAVT DCP.unmn', WA8WfOTOtf, O, C. 

l~ a .~ . Octobor 4 1 1942 . 

AU: '!'!AI; su..:.os ACTIO •• (Cont ' rl . ) 

KISKA i~rbor was attacked b: eleven -24 ' s and six 
P-39 ' s on t~e mornin& of 2 October. Twenty- five l~lb . 
de!llolition boobs ·rore dropped from 10, 000 foet at two 
careo shi ps , - n~ hits were obser ved . Seventy-one 500-lb. 
demolition bor~cs rere dropped in ca111p area , - hits thronch­
out the area and a dir oct hit on hwncar at soaplane ramp. 
One Jap bi plane destroyed by a L-24, fonr Zero floa t fit.htGrs 
shot dol'm by P-39 ' s . OUr losses , - two l<ill ed . 

Anti- aircraft fire was heavivr and "'ore accurate tlan 
usual . 

Observation ir.dicates tl:·ree carg~ "css ls in I:I;,::J. 
1.0r cor, two of which are beached; also two or th.ree S!:l&ll 
a'JJd.liarie s . 
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I, . 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
RIADOoAin'lla or nm CoiGWIDII Dr CIUD' 

UVT IIDo\lndiJn', WAIICDIOT'Oif, 0. C. 

9 a .m. October 3 , 1q42 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLAJIIJS ACT l Oll (Cont 1 d . ) 

On October 1 KISKA Harbor , the main camp, and seaplane 
base were bombed f rom 15, 000 feet by 7 B-24•s . Fires were 
observed. Photographs were t aken . 

Contmander Task Force EIGHT states that enemy is now 
evidently routine; s hi pping well north of KISKA and close 
to the track of Russian ships . 

At 5 a . m. October 2 local time , ADAK was bor.tbed by one 
plane . No damage . - It is now considered that Japs are def­
initely aware of our establishments in this area . 
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., 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

~~uz~oo..,_ or,. Cow·-= • Oar 

9 a .m. October 2 , 1942 . 

ALEUTIA!I ISLAl1pS IICIIOU (Cont ' d . ) 

~n September 29th. a photoaraphic plane dropped boMbs 
at a l ow l e vel and s t r a1'fed the decks of the small cargo 
shi p which was bombed on the 28t h . north or ATTU. There 
was no opposition and no sign or life , - possibl y abandoned. 
Photographs ~;ere taken . 

On September 30th. nine B- 24 ' s attacked KISKA from an 
altitude of 15,000 feet . Photocraphs indicate one , possibly 
two , direct hits and one near miss on a transport w~ich was 
left burning . Three fires were started in the caop area, 
Two Jap pursuit pl anes attacked one of our bo~ber$ . Anti­
aircraft fir e was heavy but inaccurate . - OUr pl anes received 
no daoace . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
_ ., .. _ c.nm CO'O'•re ... Clair 

Mn~~. w· I ..... D.C. 

10 a . m. October 1 , 1942. 

ALEUTIAll !SLAMS ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

A supplementary report of operations on 28 Septem­
ber states that three B- 24 ' s destroyed , with thermite bombs , 
all buil dings in ATTU village , except the church . Heavy 
explosions occurred while the houses •1ere burning . 

These same bombers l ater dr opped four thcrmite bombs 
astraddle an enemy freighter north of BULDIR ISLMID (prob­
ably the freighter attacked by a Catalina on the same date ). 
The ship was also straffed , silencing anti- aircr aft guns . 

Tho second attack on KISKA on 28 September 1'/as con­
ducted by fi~e B- 24 ' s supported by sixteen fighters , Enemy 
shipping was bombed at 9 1 000 feet , - near misses . There was 
no i~terception and the planes received no battle damage . 

Also on the 28th, three B-24's bombed a freighter 
north of SIRIUS POIJIT (north end of KISKA) from 1 1000 to 
4 1 000 feet , - near misses . 

Air observati on south of KISKA indicates that the 
Japs have tents , s tores, and have made an excavation in that 
area , An auxiliary vessel and a boat are 1n GERTRUDE COVE 
(west of BUKHTI POillT) . Our planes encountered 37 mm anti­
aircraft fire . 

A twin-float enemy seaplane flew over ADAK about 12: 30 
p.m. 30 September, local time . A 100- lb . bomb was dropped on 
ATKA (probably by same pl ane) at about 1 p . m. , - no known 
damage . Tlus indicates our establishments in these areas 
have been discovered by the enemy. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lb&DOO....,.. ~ 1'111 Ccwv·==. Clair 

un CG'unclft. w~o.c. 

9 a .m. September 30, 1942 . 
/ 

ALEUTI AJ: ISLAJIDS ACTIO!; (Cont 1 d , } 

Six B- 24 ' s on the 27th. attacked ships and shore in­
stallations at KISKA. Forty- eight $00- pound bombs " ere 
dropped f rom an altitude of 1 1 000 to 3, 000 feet . One float 
Zero \tas shot down, - additional damn eo r eports not yet 
avai lable . The anti- aircraft fire encountered appeared to 
be coming mainly from the ships in the harbor . '.'le lost no 
pl anes . 

/tlso on the 27th. three bombers attacked an enemy 
destroyer and transpor t 100 mil es north of SEwiCHI ISLA!.~ 
(198 miles northwes t of KISKA) , The transport was forced 
to s t op due t o near misses astern. 

Two attacks on KISKA we re conducted on the 28th. 
Firs t attack, - si xty- four 5'00-pound bombs wer e dropped from 
an altitude of 5, 000 feet on ships and shore installations 
by eight B- 24' s , escorted by seventeen fight ers . The follow­
ing damage was reported :-

Five float Zeros shot dol'm; 
A submarine repor t ed sunk by a 500- pound bomb; 
Hits and near misses by eight 500- pound bombs on 

a transport , - bel ieved badl y damaeed and sinking . 

The anti-aircraf t opposition was stronger than on previous 
a ttack . Thr ee enemy destroyers left tho har bor during the 
attack. \'le l ost one P- 39 1 dovm a t sea five miles southwest 
of LI TTLE KISKA ISLAifD , - t he pilot is believed to t•e lost . 
The hydr aulic system on one B- 24 was damaged by gunfire 11hich 
caused it to crack up on l anding, - one of the crew was s l ight ly 
inj ured. 

The second attack was conducted at 10: 58 a .m., l ocal time , 
- no reports of this attacl< ha"e been received as yet . 

Al so on the 28th. a Catalina dropped two depth char ges 
alongside a small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR 
ISLAliD (between KISKA and AGATTU} , possibly damaging t ho 
freighter . 

~!CLASSIFIED 
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UNITED STATES FLIIT 
IIIADoa ..... 0.,. OOtN·-. c::-

IIAft C.AIINDIT. W' i04D.C. 

Qr)O a .~ . Soptonber 29 , 1Q42. 

ALEU"TIAll ISLAJIDS ACTIO! I (Cont ' d . ) 

Further information on liSKA attuck on 25 Septeraber 
indicates that a Canadian Bomber Squadron Leader shot dovm 
an additional float Zero . The Jap pilot jumped f rom his 
plano at 50 feet and the plane crashed . 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 

9 a . m. SeptoMber 2 , 194? , 

AL;.1/Il1Jl ISL/.~:DS AC':IO:. <\Coot ' d , l 

A further report on the attack on KISKA 1 25 September , 
froo Cott:~an<ler Task Force EIGHT states that one transport 
is beached with a list at a point on KISKI. ISLIJ:J south of 
KISKA Harbor . Two or three submarines , one or tV~o destroy­
ers , and n medium size transport aro nonr~y . Stor es are 
reported to bo on ~he bench. 

He also reports that the Royal Cnnadian Air For ce 
took part in the attack on KISKA on 25 September . 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
Hu.Dou.unaa o r nn OowlwrcD Ill' C.. 

u n IIIPAftWDf'T. w• 11 ~ 101\. o. c. 

10 a . m. Sept ember 2? , 1942. 

AI.EPTIA!l ISLAIODS ACTIQ!I (Cont'd . ) 

Commander Task Force EIGI~ reports 9 B-24's , es­
corted by ll P- 39' s and 1? P-40's attacked KISKA on tho 
morning of 25 September. One B-l? and one B-24 accompanied 
attacking force as photographic planes , Hits were reported 

~ on one transport , two submarines were straffed , one flout 
plane shot down , and from five to eicht float pl anes cau~ht 
on the surface and destroyed . Tho shore establishments wQro 
straffed. Enemy casualties were estimated at 150. Our 
planes r eceived only minor damage . 

In the afternoon or 25 September a second attack was 
attempted, but forced to return due to bad weather . 

Previously on the 24th , 
installations at KISKA, - amoun{ 
enemy by this attack is unknol'm, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ru.ooo,..... or ta CoM¥• .... • Oar 

UVY m::tunmrr, W' 2 lOll;. O.C. 

9 a . m. Soptemher 26, 1942 

ALEUTIAN ISLhNDS ACT! ON {Con t 1 d . } 

Considerable increased Jap activity at KISKfl . Many 
large ships in the harbor . One large ship , probably a sub­
marine tender, observed south of KISKA . The cause of this 
increased activity not yet apparent . Commander Task Force 
EIGHT reports he is intensifying offensive air and submarine 
operati ons and tightening his coverage of U.S . establisr~ents 
at ATKA, ADAK , AND KANAGA, while increasin& scouting observa­
tion until enemy intentions are determined . 

La te reports of aer ial reconnai ssance of CHICAGOFF 
Harbor , ATTU, on the 22nd . and 23rd . indicate no si~ns of 
enemy personnel or activity. Plane on the 23rd . flew over 
har bor under 1 , 000 feet three t imes, the last time at 200 
feet , but drevt no hostile reaction . Gun positions on head­
land be tween HOLTZ BAY and CHICAGOFF Harbor empty , but some 
tents remained . Original houses in village remain , but tents 
gone . llothing observed alone or at end of Jap made roads . 
Pilot reports dock and o::-iginal frame house in C!IICAGOFF Har ­
bor removed . Estimate Japs have moved ATTU garrison to KISKA . 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

RIADooA.ITW or ta OW¥•..., .. c.. 
DlrAIINDf'l'. W' Qli()W.O.C. 

9 :30a. m. September 21 , 1942 . , 

ALEUTIAII ISLAIIDS ACTI 01: ( Cont 1 d . l / 

OUr. forces are now VIall established on ADAK ISLAND , 
operating from an excellent air field, ..C protacted by 
51000 Army t roops . 

llo attack, since 14 September, against KISKA has been 
feasible due to uni'avorable weather conditions . 
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UNITID STATIS fLIIT 
lllai:lofl...,_ OINI O»N•w-. C.. 

un .,....,..,..,, w• JCW.D.C. 

9 : )0 a . m. September 20, 1942, 

ALI:UTIA!; ISLA!IDS ACTIO:: (Cont'd . l 

Submarine GRU!;Jl! Oll , not having been heard fron since 
30 July , is presumed to be lost . 
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UNITID STATIS lLIIT 
lllr&Doo ..... Of,.. o•eonrme • c::.-

...... D.C. 

9 r30 a . m. Soptornber 20, 1942. 

ALEUTIAI; ISLAI!DS ACTio:; (Cont'd . ) 

Submarine GRUUIIIOII 1 not havi ng been hear d f rol'l since 
30 July , i s prosumed to be lost . 
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UNITID STATI S FLEET 
~,,,,...,.. 01 1111 Oc4Ntee • Clar 
un•~. • · 21--.o.c. 

8130 a.m. September 16 , 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLNjDS ACTION (Cont'd , } 

About 7•30 on the mornins of 14 September twelve 
B-24' s , fourteen P-38 1s 1 and fourteen P-39's conducted a 
coordinated low-altitude bombing and straff1ng attack on 
Japanese installations at XISKA and on ships 1n harbor o.nd 
vicinity. 

Results :-

Two minesweepers at submarine net sunk; 
Direct h1 ts and near misses on three large 

cargo vessels; 
Hits on several small vessels and barges; 
Large fires in camp area and base; 
Four float Zero fighters and one enemy 

biplane shot down in flames; 

water; 
One four - engine patrol pl ane burned on 

Three submarines s tratred by P- 39 ' s with 
37JJM guns; 

Stores near dock stratted and exploded; and 
All ins t allations around harbor repeatedly 

straffed. 

Total enemy casualties esti mated at about 
500, one enemy Zero and one biplane possibly escaped. 

Own casualties, - two P-38' s collided in cidair 
end crashed while attackin£ ~ro fighter , both pilots 
missing. 
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.... 

UNITED STATES fLEE T"' 
Bu.DooAI!'IM or Till CQtot•.,.. ar Car 

un ou.umaan. WAI' -rT<ICAi,-. o.O. 

8 :30 a .m. September 121 1942. ~~ 
\JJ 

ALEUTI AN ISLA!IDS ACTIO!l (Cont 'd ,) 

The firs t phas e of e s tabl ishment of a base at ADAK , 
KULVK BAY , will be compl eted i n abou t two days . The fir st 
plane , a B- 17 1 landed on the lOth. , - r eported tho l andi ng 
field as·being the best in ALASKA, - 9 1 000 feet long and 
500 f eet wide , - P- 38 ' s (two-engine fighters) being sent on 
the 11th, 

At 6 : 24 on the morning of 9 September a single float 
biplane was reported observed by a forest ranger dropping 
bombs in t he vicinit y of MT , EMILY, 10 miles northeast of 
BROOKI NGS , OREGON, starting a fire . At the scene of the 
fire f r agments of incendiary bombs containing lettering wi th 
J apanese cha.racters were recovered . 

At 10: 55 same date a submarine was report ed by Army 
pl ane , and at tacked , 40 miles southwest of CAPE BLANCO, -
This report from Commander !IORTHWESTERN SEA FRONTIER. 
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UNITED STATES FLIIT 
llla.Dov.utW or,. O=Mt·=e • c::-­

un ..,&~na~n. ·~o.c. 

ALEVTIAI< 

8130 a . m. September 101 1942 , ~ 

ISLA!IDS ACTIO:: (Cont'd . ) \·;,y 
ADAK KULUK BAY AREA, has been occupied with a gar­

rison of 1A4 ottioers and 4 1372 enlis ted moo , - includes 
anti-aircraft batter ies , coastal batteryi end field artil­
l ery. It was expect ed that a 41000 ft . ending strip wi ll 
be ready by today, September lOth. 

Two eneatY destr oyers repo.rted off HOLTZ BAY , ATTU . 
Our submarino, ottemptin& to attack on the 8th., was chased 
by three destroyers which dropped 26 depth charges and forced 
submarine to retire to cut loose damaged plating. 

A small cargo ship is reported to be discharging be­
tween HOLTZ BAY and CHICAGOFF 1 ATTU . 

Three Jap float fighters attacked three B-24 1 s at 
KISKA , - two Japanese shot down, one B-24 damaged and forced 
to release bombs . Action was at 4 1 000 feet . 
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( ( 

Oco-.ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
_,. .. _""_~ .. em. 

10 a . m. Sept ember 5, 1942 , 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTIOI< ( Cont'd .l 

A B- 24 and 2 P- 38 1 s r aided KI SKA , The pursuit 
planes reported having inflicted damage on one t ransport , 
one small tender , and l !our- engine f l yi ng boat , al so 
damage t o ground installations, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADoo~ 01,.. CCtN·- 1M Clair 

f Un liD,..,..,.,, W'A"A 010111, O.G 

8 :30 a.m. September 4 1 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLAl<DS ACTIO:/ (Cont'd , ) 

Three transports have been unloaded at ADAK end ad­
di tional transports due to arrive today . 
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oo-caftu UNITED STATES FLEET 
RIADou.una. c. nu l')'»ot•wra IN CIZD' 

MAn CCPAJ1'WDf'T, WoUKDrQTQM, !l.<l 

9130 a ,m, August 31 1 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTIOH (cont ' d . ) 

The small seapl ane tender CASCO was torpedoed in 
NAZAN BAY, 

We are making landings on ADAK ISLAND for est ablish­
ment of an airfiel~ , with subsidiary landi ngs on ATKA IS­
LAND and TAJIAGA ISLAND, 
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. '· 
eoo.cai'IU UNITED STATES FLEET 

IIIADQu~ ot ftll C))HH• M!W DC Olllr 

Un t8P.unaDIT, W),IIEJ QIC*, D,Q. 

9 : 30 a .m. August 29 1 1942. 

ALE!JTIA!f ISLAffDS ACTION (Coot 1 d . l 
/ .. 

OUr PBY 1 s at !lAZAR BAY 1 ATKA ISLAilD 1 wer e bombed by "'/ 
four twin-engine land planes , 
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• • 
oo-.oru UNITED STATES FLEET 

~ 0.1"D O'wv·-= •C.. 

tu.n DDunalff, W oli.O UOICI D.C. 

9•30 a . m. August 21 1 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLANPS ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

Submarine OATTO reports sinking KINKA MARU, 9300 
tons, at midnight August 15th. about 300 miles east of 
the south end or ~HATKA. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

8 a . m. August 20, 1942. 

ALEQTIAN I SLANDS ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

Nothing heard froa U, S . Submarine GRONNIOll since 

July 30th. , - may be lost . 
. .. 
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• • 
~nu UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADooaan. or nm Cotowlta or ClaD 
JeAn DD.unmrT, W..,...OTC*. Q.C. 

8 a.m. Augus t 19, 1942 . 
~ 

\vh-\ 
./ 

At ll•30y . m., August 8 , following the bombardment 
of KISKA, S-35,90 miles south of KISKA, observed a huge 
explosion at or near KISKA, - confirmed by the FINBACK 
27 miles north. 

The TRITON reports hitting a cruiser or destroyer on 
t he night of 14 August 20 miles nort h of BULDIR ISLAND 
(between KISKA and AGATrU). Ship appeared to disintegrate. 
Ship sunk was escor ted indicating that 1t may have been 
a cruis~r rather than a destroyer. 
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• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

4 p.a. August 11, 1942. 

AI.JWTIAlf ISLAlfPS ACTION (Cont 1d , ) 

8 August report through Army channels states that 8 
Catalina. bombed USJ!a aalcin£ t wo bits on a l arge freighter 
and two hits on e transport , also one 1,000 pound bomb bit 
in uin camp at ltiSJia. 
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• 
UNI TED STATES FLEET 

IIIADOoAIIW 011111 O?tnt•me a~ oar 
u n DII'MniiiT, w· ~I OM. o.o. 

9•30 a.m. Aug. 11 1 1942. 

Bombardment was hampered by low visibility and low ceil ­
ing which prevented spotting or observation or daaage, Own 
l osses, - one cruiser plane . 

Arter tirina observation was one large fire, tanker leav­
ing harbor, ehore batteries silenced, many hits in target area. 

- 41 -

tiJCL.U SIFm 
t SD Lot tor, &-3-71 

Regraded Unclassified



• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

JbADQuiJn'DI or na. OOWM•,_ m CIGir 

m:p.u:na::Nf, w~ o.c. 

5 p.m. August 5, 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLANPS ACTION (Cont'd . l 

At 21.20, 4 August, two P-38 1 s caught a Kawanish1 
97 plane 10 miles south of ATKA ISLAND (270 mil es east of 
KISKA) and sent it down in f l ames. A second Kawanishi 97 
was sent down out of control 10 miles south of ADAK (210 
miles east of KISKA) . This plane was almost on its back 
at 2,000 feet when lost in overcast, but it is believed 
that it crashed. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

Dll'.urnawt. WAIIUIIGTOif,1).C. 

9•30 a.m. August 4 , 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLAND§ ACTION (Cont1d. l 

Two at tacks were ~de on the Destroyer KANE 1n HAZAN 
BAI, ATKA , 320 miles east of XISKA, by f our- engine flying 
boats operating f rom KISKA. No damage. X.UIE re~ins at 
ATKA. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ku.Doo.,... Of 1D ..,....,...,.. .. c--
un r.r.vnaw1'. w· Ji..,.. D.C. 

5 p , M, July ?51 lQ42 , 

AIZU'!'IA;; ISLA~' OS AC"!'IO: (Cont 1d . ) 

Foggy conditions in t he KISKA AREA delayed the bom­
bardment. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

RIADao.uTIII cw,.. Oc::ooWit8 Df OaD 
un tcu.aTwarr, w~. o. c. 

'l a , n . Jul)• 23 , l 'l42 . 

AI£\JT!Ail ISUJ'DS ACTIO!! (Cont ' <hl 

Reports rocoi ved from AIZ<lTIAliS ru1E:A 1ndicote that 
patrol plane tender.s GILLIS , CASCO, and HUL'!C.!T are being 
used in connection •tith patrol plane operations , - in the 
case of the GILLIS from KULUK DAY , about 225 miles east of 
KISKA . Presumably these patr ol plane operations are in 
support of Otll' surface for ce operations . - tio infornation 
as yet regardinG surface force or>erations . 

GI LLIS r eports being a ttac ked by three lar·e plones 
d>ll'inC which 13 boMbs vtere dr opped in three r uns , one bomb 
d r opping 1 0 feet froc GILLIS ' bridco . GILLIS r eports evi­
dence of having seriously daru>ecd trro of the three planes . 

Apoarontly one patrol plana t endod by CASCO cra s l\e1 
and the ·.:reeks o f four Army fighters thnt ha<' crashed and 
burned '·mre sichted . 

- 37 -

IIOLASS!rn:D 
OSD Lotter, 5-9-?a 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
.......... Of nal O'»N'"'W'. CIIZir 

Da'AI11GII'T. -~D.C. 

ALEUTIAll ISIJ,f:OS ACTI OJl (Con t 1 d , l 

T't1o Japanese light cruisers are reported ns being 
in the vicinity of KI SKA on Sunday nith two destroyers 
patrolling entrance . 

Destroyer Aviation Tender CILLIS 
t he vicinity of ADAK by three Japanese 
bombers . 
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' 
UNITED STATE S FLEET 

Bll.oOaAI!IM 01 1Q CQN•,... ar Cxllr 
U'fT DOunclllfT, W,_..<rrOII, D.C. 

10 !\ , ., , July 20, 1"42 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTI Oll (Cont 1 d , l 

Submarine Gnu:nHOU reports sinkinc throe destroyers at 
KISKA on the 15th . 

Army air reconnaissance a t KISY.A reported :-

1 Large •:ransport , 
1 Cruiser , 
3 Destroyers , 
Several AU-xiliary Boats , and 
2 Pour- motored seapl anes . 

This in amplification of yesterday ' s summary . 

s . s . ARCATA (American) was sunl~ b:r r unf1re and survivors 
on liferatt f ired on. llo tol'pedo~s used. - Japanese subnarines 
are apparently conservin(; torpedoes . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Bu.Doo.- or na: Cmo«•mm Dl ClaiJ 

un ouA.InCIIn'. w• m cnOK D.C. 

10 a .m. July lq , 1942. 

ALEUTI Al! ISLAIIDS ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

Accumulative reports to Task Force Eisht indicat e 
i n KISKA:-

l Bat tleship , 
2 Cruisers , 
3 Destroyers , 
l Tanker and 
3 Cnrco Ships . 

However , reconnais sance on tho 17th. sho17ed:­

l Cruiser , 
3 Destroyers, and 
1 Larse Transport . 

Durinz a t tack one B-1? was shot do,·m . Ax:zy aircraft attack 
on these forces was not profitable . 

Russi an Ship FELIX DZERJillSJC( was attacl<ed 220 miles 
east by south of DUTCH HARBOR by a large Japanese submarine 
which surfaced 400 yards astern a..'ld fir ed 15 to 20 shots 
r1ithout making hits . Subna1•1no was forced do\'m by a ilnvy pa­
trol pl ane which proceeded to t he scene of acti on . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

u"._,.unan,w· '"'*'D.O. 

............... q a ,n , Jul~ 1 . , 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLAIIDS ACTION ( Cont 1 d . ) 

Destroyer KAHE r escued twelve survivors from the 
Steruoship ARCATA, proceeding alone , which had bean fired 
on b~ a l arce submlll'ine 310 llliles east of DUTCH HARBOR. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~Of- <)-o«·--. c::.-

IU.YTIIIr~·· JICiiO ~C:. 

? a . r. . July l• , 1~42 . 

ALEUTIAll lSLA!DS Aq!!Oil {Cent ' <! . } 

GRmr.·rm; reports firing three torpe'loes a t Jnpa­
noso Destroyer ASASIIIO, 35 niles southtrost of r:ISltA . 
First torpedo appeared to exp1~e 10 yards astern of 
destroyer which , howcvor, continuotl 'opth cl·ar;;e attack 
a a1nst ",wl;: Io:: and subsoouent1:• hondod for J:ISY.A . 

SMI""IEST PJ,CIFIC 

1eports ~~ve been received that Dutct- Australian 
troops occupied , without nppns1t1on...t tho islands of Tt,l'IUBA.t , 
KAI, and tulOE , between DA,(:/II. and lol..l OUil1Eh. 
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r 

UNITED STATIS FLIIT 

) p .m. July 13, 1942 , 

!,.LE!JTIAI ISLA;.I>S A<:TIOJl..J!<r~l\...1 

Throe Arl!f'J planes report• d havin~ bolllbcd "ne 
Japanese ertl1~or in :asyu; on July 11th. ,qesults 
not observed (probably no hits) . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
BIADou...,.. or ra o=wv•wre Dl oar 

..... un ,.,....,...,.,, w·n ~()I(.D.e 

10 a .m. July 11 1 1942. 

ALEUT!AN ISLANDS ACTI Oil ( Cont 1 d , ) 

llo activities in the ALEUT IAli AREA . 

Submarine THRESHER reports sinking one seaplane tender 
and s eriously damaging one tanker off TRUK. TI!RESRE.R was 
heavily depth bombed , 
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~I 

UNITED STATES FLEET 

10 a .m. July a, 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLAJIDS ACTION (Cont ' d ,) 

FIIIBACK attacked two destroyers south of KISKA, 
probably one 1250-ton destroyer sunk. Fi lffiACK depth 
charged but not seriously dwnaged . One seaplane tender , 
transport, l'lith three destroyers siehted heading eas t , 
but l ost 1n the fog . 

The S- 44 r eported siruting on 21 June a 2000-ton 
cargo carrier off TULAGI . 
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• • 
UNITID STATIS FLIIT 

IIIADQu..,.._ OINI O"to''aee • CIIDr 
DD.unalf!., W' la'f'C*o D. (l 

AL!::liTIJ.I, ISLA_ DS hCTIC. ((font ' d , ) 

Jap heavy cruiser sichted east ~r YISXA, OrdPrs to 
planes to procood and attack havo be@n 1s•ued . 
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-• 
UNITED STATES FLIIT 

mP.unawT • .... 01 .... D.C. 

' Q§J _ _ £ 10 B,m, July 6, 1942 . 

6_LEUTIA!i ISLA!ffiS A~TIOII (Cont 1d , ) 

Also on the 4th. a destro1cr wns sunk off AGATTU 
by the TRITOli . In Bll 1 four JBpl\lleJe destroyer s were 
destroyed on tho 4th. of July. 
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~ 
( 

10 a .m., July 511942 

ALEUTIA!. ISLAI D :.CTIOll (CW' ' D) 

Submarine Growler torryodoed three Japnnoso destroyers at K1skA 1 
believes tr1o sunk and third ~~ f ire . Growler surferod minor 
dwnage and 1s returning to station . 
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• • 
oo-.JU UNITID STATIS fLIIT 

-JII·II"- 01- OOMt·-. c.. 
•.urn.t. W' UGIII O.Q. 

Ar,EUTIAll !SLAIIQS ACTION (CO!IT 1 D l 

As a result , apparontlyJ. of patrol plane report 
or enemy forces in th~ KISKA- OATTU AreaL B-24 planes 
on the afternoon of 2 July dropped 56 - )00 pound bombs 
on enemy f orces at AOATTU. Those forces were : 

3 Large Transports , 
3 Cruisers , and 
5 Destroyers. 

(Cruisers ""'Y have been moved over fro:~ KISKA) . BO!!Ibs 
wore dropped from 18000 to 21000 feet and reported ob­
serving several near misses , two very near :lisses , or 
possibly hits , on a transport and destroyer . 

Four or five eneny submarines observed to be 50 
miles east of AOATTU. 

On return frorn petrol off the sonth coast of HOi:SHIJ , 
!IAIJTILIJS reports all merohnntmen s1chtod were usinc cruis­
er or destroyer escorts , ond reported sinking one destroy­
or 1md one 1500-ton patrol boat , Rnd possibly sinking one 
destroyer, one 17000-ton transport , and one 10000- ton oiler . 
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• • 
oo-o.JU UNITED STATES FLEET 

July 
eas t 
ers , 

IIIADQo--Of Ia Ootoc·== .. CIIIIJ 
an ~.urnan. w· 101111. D.O. 

10 a . m. July 3, 1942. 

ALEUTIAII ISLAr<DS ACTIO!: (Cont ' d . l 

Navy patrol pl ane reports obser ving about 6 p .m. 
2nd . 5 destroyers and 3 transpor t s at AGATTU south-
of ATTU1 one bat tleship at ATTO , and at KISKA 3 cruis­
l addit1onal vessel , and 3 patrol planes. 

Indications t hat Japanese are maki ng a large movement 
of troops in the CHII:A SEA AREA. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

III&DOVAIIIIM Of 1'JII Cow'' MIW • Clair 
u.n IIDAII!XIft, w• %iOIMO. D. c. 

9 a . m. June 27 , 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLAilDS ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

A Cat alina over KISKA reported that at noon it had 
been at tacked by an eneny seap+nne and it had observed one 
new heavy cruiser and t hroe destroyers in harbor . F\~ther 
ef forts of obser vation failed because of visibility . 
Heavy bombers proceeded to KISKA for attack but target l'tas 
obscured upon arrival . 

Crew of S- 27 removed from AllCHITKA ISLAHD by Catalina 
planes . 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

BI.UIOO.unM 011 ta Ooto«·re ar Cmr 
mrAftMD't, w· 0101110 0.0. 

9 a . m. June 20, 1942 . 

ALEUTIAN ISLA! IDS ACTION ( Cont 1 d . ) 

Further r eports of acti on at KISKA on 18 June indi­
cato that ei ght heavy bombers attacked in three flights, 
the fir s t two f l i r;hts getting in 1 weather preventing 
thir d f l i ght from dropping . Report one cruiser hi t by 
fir st f l i ght and lef t burning , Jap crew seen taking to 
life boatsi second flight reports cruiser burning and 
sinking ana a near mi ss on a transport . Later reports 
indicate that the ship hit may have been a transport 
instead of a crui ser, or possibl y the cruiser was sunk 
and a transport also hi t . 

Japanese naval craft observed at KISKA included:-

1 Cruiser , 
3 or 4 Destroyers, 
2 or 3 Transports , and 
Some Seapl anes . 

Army bombers damaged or shot down tv:o observation 
seaplanes (presumably cruiser planes) . 

Army transport GORGAS was attacked by a submarine 
i n t he BAY OF ALASKA Ythile en route DUTCH HARBOR to 
SEATTLE . 

S- 27 appar entl y nent aeround in the f og , possibly 
on A1!CHI TKA ISLAND. 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
Ba.Doo ...... at,. cow·- • c.. 

..,....,...,.. • • " 0111 0.. c. 

9 a .m. June 19 1 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLA)<DS ACTI O!l ( Cgnt 1 d . l 

Visibil ity at KISKA is now aood and a plane re­
ports that cruiser at KISKA is down to the head end 
appears to be sinking . 
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eo-:.ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
B'II.DOUMNM ot 1111 "?t1H'we ar Clair 

un ~~~r.urnan. " ' ICM. D.C. 

9 a .m. June 18 , 1942. 

ALEUTI AJI I SLAllDS ACTIO!/ (Cont ' d ,) 
V/f/YNI.:-S 

At seven o'cl ock on the 17th . S . S . Dl:IIIIEB r eported 
t orpedo attack off t he SHUllAGIIl I SLA!IDS . 

Sear ch patrols conti nuinc . Weather ove r KI SKA con­
tinues to prevent observation of t~at island . 
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. 
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~ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
-.. ..., . .. _ 01 !Ill '>"eN·-• ClaD 

1J.AYT DD.urwDf, W&lmll~ D.C. 

9 a . m. June 16 , 1942. 

ALEUTIA!l ISLAt.DS ACT! Oil (Cont 1d . l 

Air warning service established on the PRIBILOFF IS­
LANDS by the Ar my. 

Damaged planes being returned from DUTCH HARBOR to 
KODIAK for repair . - All planes when attacking l ow because 
of low ceiling ar e damaged by anti- aircraft fire . 

Seven Army heavy bomber s r eported that at 12 : 00 
o'clock noon of the 14th . KISKA har bor had at least sixtoen 
enemy vessels , all afloat. All bombs were dropped in har­
bor and results were reported as indecisive, - (probably 
ineffective) . One or two Japanese seaplanes shot down. 

SUmmarized repor ts indicato that seven four- engine 
enemy patrol planes were destroyed by bombs and straff1ng 1 and five are remaining . 

A check-up of summarized reports indicates at least 
one cruiser and two destroyers have been hit and seen burning . 

Air reconnaissance of ST . LAI'IREJICE ISLAND at 8: 30a.m. 
J une 13th. disclosed no enemy activity. 

Captured documents indicate J apanese carriers that 
attacked DUTCH HARBOR on the 4th. were I'.AYATI\KA (new ca:rrier) 
and RYUJO (7 1000 ton carrier) . 

~ Japanese four- engine PB' s dropped two large and 
s ix small bombs on ATKA about 12 :00 o ' clock noon of the 14th. 

Visibility over KISKA at this time very poor . 
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. • 
UNITID S TATIS lLIIT 

9 a .m. June 15, 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont 1 d .) 

Reinforcements for ALASKAN AREA being forwarded by 
t ransports from PUO~ SOOilD . 

At 9 a . m. on the 14th. the enemy wore repor ted de­
partinG KISKA . Heported as still being i n har bor: -

1 Cruiser, 
1 Transport, 

Sevoral Destroyers , and 
1 Destroyer patrolling entrance . 

North of island:-

1 Cruiser, 
2 Destroyers, and 
1 Heavy Cruiser or Battleship, plus 

Destroyers . 

One UNI TED STATES submarine stationed near OARELOI 
ISLA!lD eastward of KISKA and one to the woat"ard of ATKA. 

A 300 sector 500 alles north of m:llAK 1n the direc­
tion of PRIBILOFI''S was searched. 
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. • • 
co....,.ru UNITED STATES FLEE T 

lb&Dou~ or tiEl eo.owma 111 Oazr 
un ortA.I"''WDDT, WA.IIIDI<I"f'C*,O.C. 

5 p. m. Juno 14, 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTI Oii (Cont'd . ) 

A heavy cruiser at KISKA was moored 1n harbor cen­
ter ; destroyers anchored on heavy cruiser ' s starboard 
bow and starboard quar ter; a cruiser on port bow and two 
cruisers to the eastward. Six to eight destroyers are 
statione~ about 6 0000 yards off harbor entrance evidently 
patrolling against entry of submarines into harbor . 
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• • 
OOOGIICIIIII& UNITED STATES FLEET 

i"W""""'...,. or,.. C)mN·- or Clair 
un I»Ainlln. w· 1 lOW. a. c. 

9 a .m. June 14 1 1942. 

ALEUT!All ISLA!IDS ACTIOtl (Cont 1 d . l 

12 June (Cont ' d . l :-

Army bombers report making two diroct hi ts on 
larne Jap cruiser producing clouds or black smoke 
and f lace - Report near hits on large transport . 

inhabitants of ATKA and P~IBILOPF being evac­
uated. 

Six cruiser s, five to six transports_~ and prob­
ably seaplane tenders still reported at KlSKA. 
Japs appear to be i n great contusion. c~~or 

Patrol Wing Four beliovos ships must be heavily hit 
and damaged. Among other things a Catalina pilot 
reports several four- engine PB ' s on wator damaged . 

A Catalina pilot also reports being driven off 
tron KISY~ at 12 noon of the 12th. threo different 
times by Zero fighters . This would indicate the 
proximity of a Japanese carrier . 
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• 
ITED STATES FLEET 

rHtw>ov•-• 01 tu 0'H>U-,. c­
un ooA.II'MDI'T. ·~D.C. 

• 
5 p .m. June 13 , 1942 . 

ALEUTIA!I !Sl.AllDS ACT! Oll (Cont 1 d . } 

Summary of attacks by naval aircraft on KISKA, June 

7;45 a .m. 

10 :00 a .m. 

- 'two bombs on destroy_er and two bombs on 
cruiser at KISKA. - One plane chased 
by Japanese four- engine patrol plane. 

- 'f\•fo bombs on cru 1 ser near TANAGA ISLAliD 1 
results uncertain . 

12:40 p .m. - Twelve 50Q-pound bombs on Jap KI SKA Fl eet 
and straffed one four- engine patrol 
plane. 

3:00 p.m. - A Catalina dropped four heavy bombs on 
ships at KISKA , results not observed . 

6:00 p .m. - Sixteen 50Q-pound bombs dropped in middle 
of formation . At least one tremendous 
explosion reported with plenty of f ire 
still blazing . 

No r eports from Army. 

No carriers sighted, 

Inhabitants of ATKA I SLA!ID being evacuated. 
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• • 
eoo-JU UNITED S TATES FLEET 

a· non• - o. 1WI COtot•., • c.-
.. ., OlrAII'nGIT. ..... _ ,.1011,010 D.C. 

q a . m. June 13 , 1942 (Cont ' d . ) 
ALEUTIA!I ISLA!IDS ACTIO:I (Cont ' d . l 

Our losses in abovo Catalina attacks:-

2 ~en dead ; 
1 Catalina sunk; 
1 Catalina benched to provent sinkinc ; and 1 Catalina down out of gas , position doubtfUl . 

Nine new Catalinas wi th torpedoes stalking carrier . 
Later report from Catalina - struck heavy cruiser with torpedo at 11•1$ a .m. Juno i2. 
Cec::runications with PRIBOLOFF ISLA!;r>S being ma i ntained . 
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• • 
eooa.:.JU UNITED STATES F L EET 

:-a"'"',..,.,.. 01 n11 C()Hw•wre at ClaD 
J«An OIPAII':WDIT, WAADIO't<*. D.O. 

9 a .m. June 13 , 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLA!1DS ACTIO!l (Cont'd . l 

Reports of attacks made by our aircraft against Jap­
anese ships in KISKA uncertain because attacking pl anes 
frequently passing in and out of clouds , 

B-l7 1 s returning report anti-aircraft batteries landed 
in KISKA and tent city establ ished; 14 vessels in harbor , 
two enter i ng ; repeated two cruisers believed heavily hit 
(previousl y repor ted) ; reported two cruisers and one des­
troyer afire and r eported maohine gunning landing party . 
No damage to B- l?'s. Also reported eight destroyers 
l eaving KISKA , initially headed southeas t . 

Summary of attacks by Catalinas on 11 June (all times 
local) :-

?:00 a . m. 
7 :00 a . m. 

8 :00 a .m. 

12 : 20 p .m. 
1 : 00 p .m. 

2 : 20 p . m. 

6 : 40 p .m. 

- Sunk submarine south of KAJIAGA; 
- Bombs on KISKA harbor; results not ob-

served; 
- Bombs on cruiser and des troyer west of 

KISKA , damace doubtful; 
- Close misses oh l arge destroyer at KISKA; 
- Two 500-pound bombs very close misses on 

cruiser in harbor , also straffed four­
engine patrol planes on ?tater . - Catalina 
in this attack received 100 hits and sank 
on landing at return, no personnel in-
juries; 

- Two 500-pound bombs on ships in har bor , 
resul ts not observed ; 

- Four 500-pound bombs on ships in KISKA 
harbor, one direct hit on transport . 

Attacks continuing, further reports not availabl e . 
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• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

Jbt&DooMI'DI 011 '1D COW•wra II Clair 
IIA'IT DD.umclll'l, WAIICDIGTC*. D.O. 

5 p . m. June 12 1 1942. 

ALEUTI AN ISLAJIDS ACT!Oll (Cont 1d . ) 

First attack by Army planes , 5 B- 24's attacked at 
1800 feet through heavy anti-aircraft fire; one plane 
expl oded ; eight bombs dropped near a cruiser, but no 
damage observed . Four remaining B- 24 ' s made attack 
again from 18 1000 feet and reported one cruiser observed 
burning . 

Enemy forces reported:-

3 Heavy Cruisers , 
2 Light Cruiser s or Destroyers , 

12 Seaplanes , 
2 Cruisers or Destroyers entering harbor, one 

headed away from harbor . 
l Carrier 10 miles north of KISKA. 

B-17 ' s attacking later reported 16 vessels in harbor; 
two crui sers heavily hit by bombs . This about ll p .m. 
of the 11th. 
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• • 
""'-"' ""' UNITED STATES FLE ET 

~""""'"- ar,.. """''-or ClaD 
un OD".U"t1CDf'f. w· ill<*. D.O. 

9 a . m. June 12, 1942, 

ALEUTIA!I ISLANDS ACTI ON (Cont 1d . l 

Later r epor t s indicated l arge enemy landi ng force 
a t ATTU. 

In KISKA:-

2 Heavy Cruisers, 
l Light Cruiser , 
8 Destroyer s , 
4 Transports , 

Several Small Vessel s , and 
4 Large four-engine patrol pl anes . 

North of KANAGA:-

3 Crui sers, and 
4 Transports , 

PBY' s report hit ting a transport in KISKA. 

PBY removes weat her observers f r om KANAGA . 

PBY caught one Jap submarine on the surface south of 
KANAGA and r eports s inki ng i t . 

No repor t received of action by Army bombers. 
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• • 
o-11u UNITID STATES FLEET 

llu.DOCI....,_ ot na; C')')l.oc•oaw • c.. 
U." •.urnawt. W' Q!IC*. O.Q. 

5 p.m. June 11, 1942 . 

ALEUTJAJI ISLANDS ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

One heavy cruiser, two light cruisers~_one destroyer , 
and six transports roported as being in KISKA Harbor by 
Navy PBY. Bombing attack ,-Army bombers and !levy PBY's, 
en route KISKA. 

About fifteen Japanese submarines are believed to 
be in this general area. 
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OOoac:aiU UNITED STATES FLEET 
II:IADov..- or 1111 Cotot•re If Clair 

un ... AII'I'WI:IIT. W4IDIIOT<*. o. c. 

9 a . m. June 11 , 1942 , 

AL!IlJIIAll ISLAlalS ACTIO;/ (Cont 1d . ) 

FUrther investigation of KISKA by aerial observation 
showed Japanese ships in that port : -

1 Possibl y Cruiser, 
1 Small Des t royer, and 
2 Smaller Ships. 

Efforts are being made to bomb this force . Distance from 
KISKA t o Ul.!!IAK 550 miles, - within range ot bombers. 

S1nk1ng ot COAST TRADER off PUGET SOU:il> apparently 
caused by internal explosion and not by subaarine attack. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 
~Of '1111 00NM'""" Df Car 

IU.VY ,.,.unmn'. WAIKDI~ Q. C. 

5 p . m. June 10, 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont 'd . ) 

Distance from Dutch 
Harbor 

No report f rom KISKA since 2400, GCT , 
4 June . Repor ts wer e previously com-
ing t hru daily - - - - - - - - - - - - - 600 mil es . 

ATTU regularly until last 18 hours , no 
repor t. Last one 1800, GCT , 9 June - - ?20 miles . 

KANAGA - nothing since 1800, GCT , 9 June- 420 miles . 

ATKA reports s t ill coming in today 330 miles. 

Indicates KISKA marks the Japanese landing opera­
tions , - possibly others . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Jlu.DQoAI!W or,... OotN•wre .- CIIID 

u.n ,.,AftWIIft, w~D.c. 

• 
9 a . m. June 10 , 1942 . 

ALEUTIA!I ISLANDS ACT! Oil {Cont ' d . ) 

No further contacts. Extensive searches 400 miles 
northwest and southwest of utrnAK have failed to reveal 
Japanese Forces . No evidence of Japanese landing at ATKA, -
230 mi les west of UllNAK. 

Two torpedo hits on Japanese cruiser by B- 26 on 4 
June are reported and her destruction is reported as certain . 
Also good evidence of one bomb hit on cruiser south of 
UJJiiAK by B- 17 on evening of 4 June. 

GILLIS, Destroyer . Patrol Plane Tender, reports positive 
sinking of laree Japanese submarine south of DUTCH P~RBOR 
on 4 June . 
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Wing 
sent 

• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

llllbOUUI'DI Of 1'U OOW«·..- Dr Om:r 
un r.runawr, w~ o.e. 

4:30p. m. , June 8 , 1942. 

ALEUTIA!I ISLANDS ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

Fift een patrol planes reporting to Commander Patrol 
Four (Commander Al askan Patrol Pl anes) . Army pl anes 
to Alaska:-

8 A-29 ' s , 
4 B- 17 ' s , and 
6 B- 24 ' s , equipped with radar . 

pl ane, 
night . 

Report one prol onged s i eht of a single engine enemy 
time not given, apparently Saturday night or Sunday 

(This report very seriousl y questioned) . 

RDF cut indicates Japanese Force 660 mil es southwes t 
of DUTCH HARBOR , probabl y· destroyers . - Further indication 
of previous withdrawal of these forces f rom the DUTCH HARBOR 
Area . 
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ED STATE S FLEET 
llloo<u...,• co ta ,.._._'" c­

u.n OIP.unalfT, W' QQ 21C*.O.C. 

9 a ,m, June 8 , 1942, 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont 1d , ) 

Reports from the DUTCH HARBOR Area continue to indi­
cate an extU!'l~ col]i.'u""d situation. Reports from ai.r ­
craft there~t ~·-,resence of a Japanese Carrier Group 
210 miles west of DUTCH HARBOR. Hone of these reports , how­
ever are based on sight contact . A number of reports in­
dicate contact between our planes and enemy aircraft. How­
ever, these took place under low visibility conditions and 
friendly pl anes making such contacts may well have consid­
ered each other to be enemy wit h the result of br ief a t ­
tacks on the part of each, broken off by low visibility. 

There is a strong possibility that , in spite of the 
continued reports of enemy forces in the Dutch Harbor Area , 
there have actually been no Japanese Forces 1n that Area 
since the morning of June 5t h . - The l ast attack on a shore 
station took pl ace June 4th. June 5th., 6th., and 7th. 
have passed without any attack on t he Ul.lllAK- DUTCH HARBOR 
Area . 
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UNITED STATES fLEE T 
....,..,.,_ 01,. CCt«M·ee • c.. 

u:n --~ w· 1014 o.o.. 

ALE!JTIAII ISLAI!DS ACTIO!I (Cont ' d , ) 

9 :00a. m. Sunday , June 7th ., 1942 . 

Sununary of sit uation by Naval Air St ation, KODIAK, at 
4 a . m. June 6th. , confirmed last contact with Jap carrier to 
boat 7 :25p .m. , loca l time, June 4 1 bearing 2250 from 
UNALASKA, distance 90 miles . During subsequent searches have 
failed to regain contact. It seems probable that this force 
has been ordered to r endezvous with force headed up northwest 
from MID~AY . (Searches extended as far out to the west as 
KISKA) . 

Attacks by U. S. planes on enemy: -

1 torpedo by a Catalina , ineffective due to en­
gine failure; 

Bombing of carrier by Catalina repulsed by anti­
aircraft hits; 

Dive bombing on carrier with torpedo by B- 26 in­
effective ; 

2 B- 26 claimed two hits on cruiser; 
Torpedo attack on carrier by B- 26 repulsed by 

anti-aircraft firo ; 
Bombs on carrier by B- 17, results undetermined. 

14 Catalinas now effective · 
ll Fight ers and 3 observation planes arrived; 
All lost Catalina crows , except one , recovered, 
uany machine gun hits in second attack by Zero fighters 

4 June with 12 persons slightly injured and no appre­
ciable caterial damage . 

Further reports from AL&UTIAIIS are confusing. Report 
forwarded at 5:15 p .m. of the 6th. indicates that a contact 
had been made so:netil::e early on the 6th. 1 about 180 "'iles west 
of UllALASKA, - contact being made under difficult visibilit y 
conditions . This contact indicates: 

2 carriers, 
2 cruisers , and 
8 destroyers. 

The possibility exists that own cruisers and destroyers wero 
mistaken for enemy destroyers . (Position of Task Force 8 l 
total strength 5 cruisers and 12 destroyers , unknown here • 
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~!u ~ED STATES FLEET ......... ... :::..::..:::.::::~ 
June 6 , 1942. 

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd .) 

Commander Alaskan Sector warned ONONDAGA and CllARLESTOII 
at 9 : 50 a . m., June 5th. 1 t o keep clear of area northwest of 
UMNAK because he thought enemy was operating i n that area , 

At 5: 56 in the morning of June 5th., Army reported 
making two torpedo hits on NACIU class cruiser, - 10 1000 
ton 8" . No further report on this . 

Commander Task Force Eight reports at 9 :40a. m., June 
5th., that Japanese raids up to that t i me had t he appearance more 
of a diversion than all out attack - no attack in strength 
or softening raids preparatory to ianding operations . Com­
mander Task Force Eight believes there i s a possibility 
that ORANGE has lost pl anes due to bad flying •reather . Also 
states no e vidence that enemy knows of COLD BAY air field . 

Report from the Army states that U1ll'lAK was a ttacked at 
4 :40 afternoon of June 4th. by nine Zero fighters , two of 
which vrere shot do,·m by our P-40 ' s . The remainder of the 
Zer o fighters vrithdrew. 

B-26 reports attacking a carrier KAGA class 120 miles 
north of IDJNAK in which there vtas dropped a torpedo on deck. 
Other B26 and Bl7's failed to make contact . 
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NITED STATES FLEET 
IU.Dov....,_ or 1D OWM•re Df Oalr 

un e~rot.anCDI"'', ·~D. a. 

Initial land and air forces in area: -

A1!: T~:oons 

UUNAK li!B ) 478 
6 1m 

17 VF 

DUTCH HARBOR 20 PBY-5A 6827 
9 vso 

COLD BAY 6 Bl~ 
16 VF 

1150 

KODI AK 2HB 8404 
2MB 

20 VF 

ANCHORAGE 17 IJB 10338 
3VF 

ADDITIOtiAL INFORMATION RECEI VED LATEB 

-· 

DUTCH !UURBOR reported undergoing air attack at 5:26 
a .m., local time, june 5; later DUTCH HARBOR reported those 
planes retired Wlthout attacking and remain unidentified 
(possibly were friendly planes from illJNAK) . 

At 7: 25a. m. B-17 reported to UMNAK that enemy f l eet 
of 1 carrier, 1 heavy cruiser.!. and supporting units was 90 
miles southwest of OTTER POINT (UNALASKA ISLAJfD), and that 
bombs were dr opped on enemy with unknown results. 

- 2 -

Regraded Unclassified



·------·~ -------------

NITED STATES FLEET 
i'R .... :IVAI- go,., ()ooou- IW Coar 

un DD.urnawT. w· QJIOM, D.O. 

ALEUTIAN ISI..A!IDS 

The situation at DUTCH HARBOR remains confused . Five 
waves of three planes each attacked early morning of June 
31 setting on fire a nuaber of warehouses , killed and wound­
ed 48 men. About four hours later a reconnaissance flight 
was made by Japanese planes over DOTCH HARBOR. A subsequent 
attack, about 5 p.m. June ~1 was reported made by 11 bombers 
and 7 fighters . SS IIORTif;IEl>TER11 and a number of warehouses 
destroyed . During the firs t day, Juno 3 1 two Japanese cruis­
er planes wore shot down. PBY' s continuing search patrols 
lost 5 planes , apparently one from enemy act i on and four 
because of weather and probable inability to retur n to base , 
- forced down in the wat er. 

Japanese Carrier force composed of 1 large carrier 
1 scall carrier, 2 heavy crui sers, and 3 destroyers was i o­
cated a nucber of times southwestward or DUTCH HARBOR, but 
apparently land-based bombers sent out to a ttack failed to 
make contact . One bomber did ~o contact and made an 
attack, which was apparently unsuccessful . Attempts to eo­
ordinate the location and air attack on this force continue . 

Position of our own surface forces not knovm. Posi­
tion of eneoy attack and occupat i on rorco , if any, not 
known. 

Efforts to bring planes up to advance bases have been 
hampered by weather conditions and some groups have been 
forced to return. 

Unless enemy destroyers are located and 
it seems probable that a landing force attack 
HARBOR, perhaps across the island from BEAVER 

destroye~.L-. 
against OOl'Clt 
I liLET , is duo 

to take place. 

U. s . surface forces nov• probably in the area :-

2 Heavy Cruiser s 
3 Li eht Crui sers 
4 ~odern Destroyer s . 

8 Old Destroyers 
2 Submarines 

!lumbers and locations of aircraft now available uncertain. 
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