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Commcu Fux UNITED STATES FLEET

ANTERS OF THE COMMANTER 4 CHIEF
T ke ity
* IJ.‘- DM, December 3]., 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

The following details relate to the sinking of the
high-speed minesweeper WASWMUTH off SCOTCH CAPE, UNIMAK ISLAND,
mentioned in the morning Summary of December 29th,

This vessel after surviving 40-foot seas and a moderate
gale for two days had her depth charge rack carry away on
December 29th, at 3:46 a.,m, Two depth charges were set at
50 feet, the remainder on "safe", The ship's szpeed was about
6 knots when the first charge detonated and 10 knots when the
second charge exploded. The keel ruptured, followed by 70
feet of the stern breaking off and sinking in 9 minutes, Sub-
sequent flooding could not be controlled and the ship sank in
five hours, The crew was transferred to the RALAPO which drew
alongside at 6:00 a.m,
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Cosmecu Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE COMMANTER I CHIEF
MAYT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C,

9 a,m. December 29, 1942.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

The high-speed minesweeper WASMUTH broke in two in high
seas and sank 35 miles off SCOTCH CAPE (southwest point of
UNIMAK ISLAND, ALEUTIAN CHAIN). All personnel have been saved
and taken aboard the 0il Tanker RAMAPO. Further details are
not at present avallable.
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08D Letter, O-3-i=

= Bl -



Cosmece Fx UNITED STATES FLEET
HranouasTERs OF THE COMMANDER v CHIEF

“ MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
_ 9 a,m, December 28, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

On December 26th. a force of our fighters (Lightnings)
strafed enemy shore installations on KISKA. Two of our planes
were shot down, The pilot of one was rescued,

DECLASSIFIED
- 90 - 08D Letter, 0-3



Comivcn FiLg UNITED BSTATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPFARTMWENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

10 a.,m. December 22, 1942.

— T

ALEUTIAN ISLANLS ACTIOR (Cont'd).

At 1.50 p.m., December 20th, & heavy coordlipzted attack
wes completed on KISKA by thirteen bombers supported by nine
Tighters., Hlts were scored and henvy exploslons observed in
the submarine base area, The cemp areas were bombed and
strafed. All our planes returned. Light damage wes suflfered

from heevy antl-gireroft fire.

DECLASSIFIED
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Cosiwen FiLE UNITED BSTATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C

* 10 e,m. December 19, 1942.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDE ALCTICH (Cont'd).

it 1.40 p.m., December 17th, three Liberactors attecked
shore installetions on KISKA. Thirty-five 500-1lb boxbs
were dropped. One hit wae scored in the submerine base erea,
and explosions end flames were cbserved among bulldings north
of the merine railwey.
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Commcu Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMAKDER N CHIDF

“uwmm.wmne
_ 10 a.m. December 13, 19,2,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd).

At 1 p.m., December 1llth, three of our Marauvders
supported by four Lightnings bombed the ship formerly
gground in TROUT LAGOON, KISKA. Two 500-1b bomb hits were
scored. Enemy shore sctivities end instellations were
glec strafed end bombed.,

DECLASSIFIED
- B7 = 08D Letter, 6-3-72



Comawcx Pk UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER DN CHIDF
« HAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D,

10 a.m. November 29, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,).

A reconnalssance plane reports being pursued by an
enemy plane of unknown type over ATTU ISLAND In the ALEUTIAN
Chain,

DECLASSIFIEDR
080 Letter, 5-3=73
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Coumca Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
HrapouasTess o THE COMMANDEN 1N CHIDF
HAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, €.

- 5 p.m. November 28, 1942

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTICN (Cont'd,)

On 26 November four B-17's scored three 500-1b.
bomb hits on a 3,000-ton enemy cargo vessel in HOLTZ
BAY, ATTU ISLAND. The vessel was reported to be on fire
and sinking. Four Aircudas (P-38's) strafed enti-aireraft
installations., All planes returned,

o LI?'JLASSIFI:B
Q8D Ln:,tﬁrl 5-3-78
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Comos Pz UNITED STATES FLEET

HrapguasTER OF THE COMMANDER O CHIEr

WAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

9:30 a.m. November 15, 1942,
ALEUTIAN TSLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

It is belleved that ATTU has been reoccupied by an
enemy force numbering approximately 500.
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08D Letter, H-3-T72

- 84 -



Conmicu Frx UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE COMMANTES IV CHIxr
9 a.m, November 11, 1942,
I I !

On November 9th. an Army B-17, escorted by four
P-38's, attacked and destroyed seven float Zeros in
HOLTZ BAY, ATTU ISLAND. Two of the enemy planes were
seen to explode and all were burning, There was no op=-
position and all U.S. planes returned safely,

At KIEKA, same date, two B-26's attacked an enemy
cargo vessel in GERTRUDE COVE, KISKA. The attack was
made from a low level, raault{ng in near misses. Two
P-38's strafed a cargo vessel in KISKA Harbor, also the
beach area. An engine in a P-38 was shot out by heavy
antl-aircraft fire from the ship, otherwlise all planes
returned without damage.

The U.S5. Submarine CACHALOT on the evening of
October 10th. engaged an enemy force of two cargo vessels
under escort in VEGA BAY, KISKA. Torpedoes were fired
at the cargo ships by the CACHALOT and one torpedo at
the CACHALOT by an enemy destroyer., A torpedo hit was
heard during the quick dive which followed, but it is not
known whether the enemy vessel was hit by a friendly or
enemy torpedo.

DECLASSIFIED
05D Letter, 5-3-72
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Comzwca Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANTEN I¥ Caier
HAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, b, ©,

10 a.m, November 8, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

ALASKA reports that seven float type Zero fighters
were sighted at HOLTZ BAY, ATTU, on the 7th.

Conslderable trouble was experienced with the civilian
personnel operating the Steamship FILLMORE (under Army con-
trol) at ADAK, particularly with the Commanding O0fficer.
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05D Letter, £-3-72
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Commcn Frx UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTEN I CHimr
HAVY DEFARTHENT, WASHINGTON, B O
9 a.m. November 5, 1942,

(=] N ¥

Report from ALASKA indicates that the airfield on
ADAK is one foot under water,

§=31 reports sinking one large minelayer off
PARAMUSHIRO,
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Comumcn Fis UNITED STATES FLEET
Heapouarrms oF THE COMMANDER 14 CHIEP

HAVT DEPARTWENT, WASMINGTOM, D, C.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

8-33 reports three Japanese cruisers of NATORI
Class (5170-ton light eruisers) and one destroyer at a
position 180 miles west of ATTU on course 250, speed 15,
on the morning of the 30th,
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05D Letter, b-3-i2
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Cosmos FiLE UNITED STATES FLEET

HeanQuasTERS OF THE COMMANDER I8 CHIEF
HAVT DEFANTHENT, WASHINGTON, D.
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Cowmmecy Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HIADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTEN I¥ Ciizry
HAVT DEFARTHENT, WASHINGTOM, D. C.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACT
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Commicy
Fus UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I8 CHixr

OBAREL,

p.m. October 24, 1942

two torpedoes were fired at
nd., while patrolling about
ARBOR.

TEOLASSIFIED
Cél Lettar, 5-3-78
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Cosaucn Fu UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE COMMANDER N CHIZY
HAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. O
9 a.m., October 23, 1942, \

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd)

Cruisers of Admirsel Thecbald's Task Forece Elght
report the completion of a ten-day sweep to the westward

of KISKA ATOLL. Results negative.

DECLASSIFIED
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Coaancs Fus UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTIRS OF THE COMMANTER DN Ciror
MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, O, .

)
m & Rz CUOOPAE, $05 24k

ALEUTIAN ISLANDE ACTION (Cont'd,)

Report from the ALEUTIANS for 15 October states that
4 B=-24's dropped 48 - 500-1b, bombs from 15,000 feet on camp
area and on a ship beached at TROUT LAGOON, Hits in camp
area followed by & heavy explosion and fires. o enemy planes.
No shipping changes in KISKA observed.

DEOLASSIFIED
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Commca Fus UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTER DN CHIXT
VT DEFANTHMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. O,

} a.m., Detober 19

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Five B-24's attacking KISKA from 11,000 feet dropped
59 = 500-1b, bombs on the camp and beach at THOUT LAGOON.

ng=

sults not observed. No enemy planes sighted. Anti-aireraft

fire light. HNo ships sighted.

pECLASSIFIED
- 74 - 0SD Lettery
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Commec Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEAnQuASTERS OF THE COMMANDER f CHIF
HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, G, . E;?
Wy,

10 a.m, October 18, 1542,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Further report of attack by B-26's on Japanese destroy-
ers north of KISKA states that the action continued for forty-
five minutes, and that 20 - 300-1b. bombs were dropped in deck-
level attacks. Five hits were made on one destroyer which
caught on fire, causing Iintermittent explosions within the ship
which threw debris high in the air, Four hits were made on
the other destroyer with heavy explosions in the stern. Eoth
destroyers were left dead in the water burning and personnel
were seen to be abandoning the ships. Both destroyers were
carrying deck loads of large crates, possibly airecraft.

HALIBUT, which had been ordered to attack, searched the
area in which low wisibility obtained, but with negative re-
sults,

DECLASSIFIED
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Coumics Frx UNITED STATES FLEET {
OF THE COMMANDEN ¥ Crxy | -
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASKINGTON, I C.

R

9 a.m, October 17, 1942,
UTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont!

9 B-24's supported by 5 P-3B!'s made attack on KISKL
October 14th., dropping in camp area 180 incendiaries, -
many large fires throughout camp. P-38's destroyed three
enemy float planes on water. Did not see any other planes,
One B-17 took photographs and bombed submarine area with
6 - 500-1b, bombs, Two beached vessels previously reported
are now reported to be stripped of removable gear. Also
there are two sunken ships in the harbor, one of which has
been previously reported.

On the same day 3 B-26's made two torpedo attacks on
ships at GERTRUDE COVE, KISKA, without making any hits.

Preliminary report from Admiral Theobald states that
two Japanese destroyers, HIBIKI class, were bombed by six
B-26's, three hits on one, believed sunk; one hit on stern
of other, This attack occurred about 70 miles northeast of
KISKA. Submarine HALIBUT has been ordersd to mop up.

On October 15th. Three B-26's attacked a Japanese cargo
ship in GERTRUDE COVE with four-second delayed 300-pound bombs,
At least cne direct hit was made causing explosion and fire
in ship., Three hours later fire still burned. Our losses
one B-26 and crew shot down by anti-aireraft fire,

DECLASSIFIED
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Coumce i UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I CHIEF

QAR

8430 a.,m, October 16,

ALEUTTAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Report from ALEUTIANS indicates that our forces

lost one P=38 on 14 Cctober, - shot down by
fire at KISKA, FPilot Jjumped but found dead
PEY rescue plane,
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Cosemcx Fua UNITED STATES FLEET 1
©F THE COMMANTES 14 CHiEr & |
MAVY DEFAFTMENT, WASHINGTON, B, €. . _;ﬁj

9 a.m, October 13, 1942, ‘/'
RIEDS ACTIOH (Cont'd)

0n 11 October 6 BE-24's bombed shipping and shore in-
stallations at KISKA from 8,000 te 10,000 feet. Forty
500-1b, bombs were dropped on & ship east of TROUT LAGOON
and a ship west of SOQUTH HEAD, No hits were made. Twenty-
goven 500-1b, bombs were dropped on camp area, Damege un-
knowm,

While on search mission sputh of KISKAR s PBY made con-
tact with a small enemy cargo ship and attacked with two
500=-1b. bombs, - bombs missed.

A second CATALINA on search north of KISKA made con-
tact with an enemy small transport. Four heavy bombers drop-
ped 24 - 500-1b, bombs from 1,000 feet, making no hits, The
PEY dropped one bomb, - missed, then strafed decks with mach-
inre gpuns.

Bubmarine HALIGEUT on patrol in this area then made
contact and attacked on surface with torpedoes at 1600 wyards.
Torpedeoes did not detonate, This enemy vessel was & Q-Ship
equipped with three guns forward and submerged torpedo tubes.
Torpedo missad HALIBUT ten yards to port.

DECLASSIFIED
08D Letter, b-3-72
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Coamecs Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
OF THE COMMANDIN 08 CHimr
MAY¥T DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, B. C.

9:30 a.,m, October 12, 1942,

ALEUTTAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

On October 9th. six attack missions flew over KISKA
at low altitudes. Total planes employed, - 10 - B24'g,
8 - B-17's, 4 P-39's, and B P-30's., Dombs were dropped as
follows:=

52 = 500-1b, bombs on & cargo ship in GERTRULE
COVE, = no hits,

26 - 500-1b, bombs on two small cargo ships in
KISKA Hartor, - one possible hit.

40 = 100-1b bombs on North Head,

20 - 100-1b bombs and 16 - 500-1b. bombs in
hangar-camp area, - some hits ohbserved.

Four P-38's strafed a freighter and two gun
emplacements,

Ho enemy aircraft was observed.

Our damage, - four bombers received minor damage, two
fighters were damaged by anti-aireraft fire, - all returned
to base,

A preliminary report for 10 October states that 3
B-17's and 4 P-38's attacked camp area from 100 feet.drop-
ping 45 magnesium fire bombs, Large fires were started,
Damage will be verified by photogranhs taken. Three enemy
planes observed on water., No change in enemy shipping
over previous reports,

DECLASSIFIED
05D Letter, B-8-T2
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Cosmcx Pux UNITED STATES FLEET ,{
ARTERS OF THE COMMANDER D CHIXF
uwwn::ur.wmn.u \G\-\u&’/

9 a,m, October 10, 1942,

! ISLAKDS ACTION

Air attacks on KISKA AREA were conducted as Tollows
on 8 Octoberi=

8ix B-24's and three B-17's, supported by twelve
P-38's, at an altitude of 3400 feet attacked camp area
dropping 57 incendiary bombs and 12 - 500-1b. demoli-
tion bombs, - starting fires, This same force also
attacked a cargo ship in GERTRUDE COVE from 3800 feet
with 12 - 500-1b, demolition bombs. Anti-aireraft in-
stallations, hangar, a freighter and a corwette were
straffed by four P-38'g,

Another striking force consisting of three B-24'g
dropped 10 - 1,000-1b, demclition bombs from 4000 feset
on the cargo ship at GERTRUDE COVE,

Photographs of these attacks were taken, but
damage has not been reported.

Qur casualties consisted of a minor injury by a mach-
ine gun bullet to one gunner, one B-24 damaged on landing,
and three P-38's received minor damage from anti-aireraft fire.
All planes returned.

No enemy airecraft were encountered,

DECLASSIFIED
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Coumice Fux ITED STATES FLEET :
ANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN 04 CHIEF "dv
HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, . Y :
“ 9 a.m. October 8, 1942, g

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Eight B-24's supported by ten P-39's and eight P-38's
attacked KISKA on the 6th. 28 - 500-1b, demolition bombs
were dropped on hangar area, 33 on GERTRUDE COVE AREA, 8 on
large cargo ship in harbor, and 12 on a cargo ship and cor-
vette in GERTRUDE COVE. Eombs were dropped from an altitude
between 10,000 and 12,000 feet. Pursult nlanes strafed the
harbor and set fire to one of five Zero float planes on the
water, another damaged, also damaged radio station,

The cargo ship in the harbor was reported on fire and
sinking, also a fire in the camp area,

All planes returned with minor damage to one B-24 and
one P=39,

Alr observation at AGATTU and ATTU showed no signs
of enemy oeccupation,
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Cosmwcn Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF Titk COMMANDER DF Cirey
HAVY DEPANTWENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

9 a.m. Qcetober 7, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

(n 4 Qctober a Navy patrol plane sighted a Japanese
cargo ship northwest of KISKA with a deck load of landing
barges, Three bombers were ordered out to attack, and made
twelve runs over target at 1,000 feet, Two near misses were
made, One B=24 damaged by shell fire on {irst run returned

on three engines.

) DECLASSIFIED
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Coumcy iz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN N CHIEF
HAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D ©.

9 a,m, October 6, 1942,

EUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION Uuﬁh
Summary of Action 3 Qctober,

KISKA was attacked by six B-24's, supported by
four P-38's (twin-engine) and eight P-291s, Eighty 100-
1b. incendiaries and twelve 500-1b, demolition bombs were
dropped from heights of 10,000 to 11,000 feet by five
bombers concentrating on hangar and camp area., One bomber
dropped five 1000-1b, bombs at a cargo ship beached near
TROUT LAGOON, - results not observed. The fighters shot
down six twin-float Jap fighters, five at 16,000 feet and
one which attacked the bombers. All U.5. planes returned
without damage.

Shipping observed in KISEA:-

(ne medium cargo ship beached one mile
west of SOUTH HEAD,

One large cargo ship beached near TROUT
LAGOON,

One medium-size cargo ship west of NORTH
HEAD,

One cargo ship in second cove west of
TWIN ROCES.

(ne carge ship off REYNARD COVE.
s
Two small destroyers patrolling entrance.

Thirty-nine bombs were dropped by enemy planes on
ADAK without infliecting damage.
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Coumicy Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
Hrapouastens OF THE COMMAKDE I CHID

HA¥T DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, O
1
\

“ 9 a,m, October 5, 1942, . -
W\

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

A marine railway with four midget submarines and pos-
sibly two others under covered part of ramp were visible
in photographs taken of south beach at KISKA on 27 September.

Completion of the oceupation of the PRIBILOFF ISLANDS
was reported on 4 October.

PECLASSIFIED
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Coumicy Foe UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE CoMMANDER IV Caimr
L P
“ lﬁ M, Oetober ‘1-.. 1'-'4';'-"1. 1'-"-"1/
i

UTIAN ISLANDS ACT

KISKA Harbor was attacked by eleven B-24's and six
P-39's on the morning of 2 Oetober. Twenty-five 1000-1h.
demolition bombs were dropped from 10,000 feet at two
cargo ships, - no hits were observed. Seventy-cne 500-1b,
demolition bombs were dropped in camp area, - hits through-
out the area and a direct hit on hangar at seaplane ramp,

One Jap biplane destroyed by a E-24, four Zero float fighters
shot down by P-39's, Our losses, - two killed.

Anti-ailreraft fire was heavier and more accurate than
usual,

Observation indicates three cargo vesssls in KISKA

Harbor, two of which are beached: also two or three small
auxiliaries,
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Commcu Fue UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUASTERS OF THE COMMANDEN [N CHIXF
HAVY DEPANTWINT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

ALEUTTAN ISLAWDS ACTICN (Cont'd

On October 1 KISKA Harbor, the main camp, and seaplane
base were bombed from 15,000 feet by 7 B-24's, Fires were
observed, Photographs were taken.

Commander Task Foree EIGHT states that enemy is now
evidently routing shipping well north of KISKA and close
to the track of Russian ships.

At 5 a.m, October 2, local time, ADAK was bombed by one
plane. No damage. - It is now considered that Japs are def-
initely aware of our establishments in this area,

9 a,m, October 3, 1942, ‘g;;/>/
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Coumics Fox UNITED STATES FLEET

Heanguarrms or THE COMMANDER t CHIDF
MAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, B. .

9 a,m, October 2, 1942. RL]K‘f’

i

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

On September 29th, a photographic plane dropped bombs
at a low level and straffed the decks of the small cargo
ship which was bombed on the 28th, north of ATTU. There
was no opposition and no sign of 1ife, - possibly abandoned,
Photographs were taken,

On September 30th. nine B-24's attacked KISKA from an
altitude of 15,000 feet. Photographs indicate one, possibly
two, direct hits and one near miss on a transport which was
left burning. Three fires were started in the camp area.

Two Jap pursuilt planes attacked ocne of our bombers, Anti-
alreraft fire was heavy but inaccurate, - Cur planes received
no damage,

61 DECLASSIFIED
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Coaamcx Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
oF THE COMMANDES ™ Caigr
HAVY DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

-~
N

10 a.m. October 1, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

A supplementary report of operations on 28 Septem-
ber states that three B-24's destroyed, with thermite bombs,
all buildings in ATTU village, except the church, Heavy
explosions occcurred while the houses were burning.

These same bombers later dropped four thermite bombs
astraddle an enemy freighter north of BULDIR ISLAND (prob-
ably the freighter attacked by a Catalina on the same date).
The ship was also straffed, silencing anti-aireraft guns,

The second attack on KISKA on 23 September was con-
ducted by five B-24's supported by sixteen fighters. Enemy
shipping was bombed at 9,000 feet, - near misses, There was
no interception and the planes recelved no battle damage,

Also on the 28th, three B-24's bombed a freighter
north of SIRIUS POINT (north end of KISKA) from 1,000 to
4,000 feet, - near misses,

Alr observation south of KISKA indicates that the
Japs have tents, stores, and have made an excavation in that
area, An auxiliary wvessel and a beoat are in GERTRUDE COVE
(west of BUKHTI POINT). Our planes encountered 37 mm anti-
alreraft fire,

A twin-float enemy seaplane flew over ADAK about 12:30
p.m. 30 September, local time. A 100-1b. bomb was dropped on
ATKA (probably by same plane) at about 1 p.m., - no known
damage, This indicates our establishments in these areas
have been discovered by the enemy.

DROLASSIFTED
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Coumecs Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER BN CHoey
WAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. C

9 a,m, September 30, 1942,

UTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont!

Six B-24's on the 27th. attacked ships and shore in-
stallations at KISKA, Forty-eight 500-pound bombs were
dropred from an altitude of 1,000 teo 3,000 feet, One float
Zero was shot down, - additional damage reports not yet
avallable. The anti-airecraft fire encountered appeared to
be coming mainly from the ships in the harbor, We lost no
planes,

Alsc on the 27th. three bombers attacked an enemy
destroyer and transport 100 miles north of SEMICHI ISLAKD
{198 miles northwest of KISEA). The transport was forced
to stop due to near misses astern.

Two attacks on KISKA were conducted on the 28th,
First attack, - sixty-four 500-pound bombs were dropped from
an altitude of 5,000 feet on ships and shore installations
by eight B-24's, escorted by seventeen fighters. The follow-
ing damage was reported:-

Five float Zeros shot dowmn;

A submarine reported sunk by a 500-pound bombj

Hits and near misses by eight 500-pound bombs on
a transport, - believed badly damaged and sinking.

The anti-aireraft oppositlon was stronger than on previous
attack. Three enemy destroyers left the harbor during the
attack, We lost one P-=39, down at sea five miles southwest

of LITTLE KISKA ISLAND, - the pilot is believed to be lost.

The hydraulic system on one B-24 was damaged by gunfire which
caused 1t to crack up on landing, - one of the crew was slightly
injured.

The second attack was condueted at 10:58 a.m,, local time,
= no reports of this attack have been recelved as yet.

Also on the 28th, a Catalina dropped two depth charges
alongside a small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR
ISLAND (between KISKA and AGATTU), possibly damaging the
freighter,

o
e ;ﬁ'f 2 o
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Coumwea Firx UNITED STATES FLEET
HrapguasTens OF THE COMMANTER I CHIEF
HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

9130 a,m, September 29, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Further information on KISKA attack on 25 September
indicates that a Canadian Bomber Sguadron Leader shot down
an additional float Eero. The Jap pilot jumped from his
plane at 50 feet and the plane ecrashed,

DECLASSIFTFR
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Coumen Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE COMMANTIRN O CHIDF "
MAVY DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, B. & d \

9 a.m, September 28, 1942, \\\|

EUTIAN ISLANDS

A further report on the attack on KISKA, 25 September,
from Commander Task Force EIGHT states that one transport
is beached with a list at a point on KISKA ISLAND south of
KISKA Harbor. Two or three submarines, one or two destroy-
ers, and a medium size transport are nearby. ©Stores are
reported to be on the beach.

He also reports that the Hoyal Canadian Air Force
took part in the attack on KISKA on 25 September,

pECLASEIFIED
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Cosawex Fre UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUASTIRS OF THE COMMANDER 1 Cleter
MAVY DEPANTMINT, WASHINGTOM, D, C.

10 a.m. September 27, 1942.

SLANDS ACTION :

Commander Task Force EIGHT reports 9 B-24's, es-
corted by 11 P-39's and 17 P-40's, attacked KISKA on the
morning of 25 September, One B-17 and one B-24 accompanied
attacking force as photographic planes, Hits were reported

.. _. on one transport, two submarines were straffed, one float
fﬁ/r ~ plane shot down, and from five to eight float planes caught
A on the surface and destroyed. The shore establishments were

straffed. Enemy casualties were estimated at 150. Our
planes received only minor damage.

In the afternoon of 25 September a second attack was
attempted, but forced to return due to bad weather.

Previously, on the 24th., 3 B-24's bombed the shore
installations at KISKA, - amount of damage infliected on
enemy by this attack 1s unknown,

DECLASSIPIED
08D Letter, 6-3-73
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Cosmeca Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN O CHIZY
HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, .

9 a.m, September 26, 1942 hq&f\
EUTIAN ISLAND C i (Cont! f
!

Considerable increased Jap activity at KISKA, Many
large ships in the harbor. One large ship, probably a sub-
marine tender, observed south of KISKA. The cause of this
inc;eased activity not yet apparent. Commander Task Force
EIGHT reports he is intensifying offensive air and submarine
operations and tightening his coverage of U.5. establishments
at ATKA, ADAK, AND KANAGA, while increasing scouting observa-
tion until enemy intentlons are determined.

Late reports of aerial reconnaissance of CHICAGOFF
Harbor, ATTIU, on the 22nd. and 23rd. indicate no signs of
enemy personnel or activity. Plane on the 23rd, flew over
harbor under 1,000 feet three times, the last time at 200
feet, but drew no hostile reaction. Gun positions on head-
land between HOLTZ BAY and CHICAGOFF Harbor empty, but some
tents remained. Original houses in willage remain, but tents
gone, Nothing observed along or at end of Jap made roads,
Pllot reports dock and original frame house in CHICAGOFF Har-
bor removed, Estimate Japs have moved ATTU garrison to KISKA.

PECLASSIFIED
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Cosmcs Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
Heanguasmos or THE CoMMANTE o Crior

VT DEPARTMENT, 'WASHINGTOMN, D, O
2130 a.,m, September 21, 1942.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Our forces are now well established on ADAK ISLAND,
operating from an excellent air fleld, sl protected by
5,000 Army troops.

No attack, since 14 September, against KISKA has been
feasible due to unfavorable weather conditions.
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Coummcat Fs UNITED STATES FLEET
Heanguasrees oF THY COMMANDER ¥ CHIDY
HAVT DEPARTMINT, WASKINGTOM, B, &

9130 a.m, September 20, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Submarine GRUNNION, not having been heard from sinece
30 July, 1s presumed to be lost.
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Coumice Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
Hrapouasrons oF THE CoMMANDI Of Ciomy
HAVT DEFARTWINT, WASHINGTON, D, ©

9:30 a.m, September 20, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Submarine GRUNNION, not having been heard from since
30 July, is presumed to be lost.
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Cosmc: Fas UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTING OF THE COMMANDEN IN CHITF
MAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, B, C.

8130 a.m. September 16, 1942,
DS ON nt!

About 7:30 on the morning of 14 September twelve
B-24's, fourteen P-38's, and fourteen P-39's conducted a
coordinated low-altitude bombing and straffing attack on
Japanese installations at KISKA and on ships in harber and
vieinity.

Results:-

Iwo minesweepers at submarine net sunk;

Direct hits and near misses on three large
cargo vessels;

Hits on several small vessels and barges;

Large fires in camp area and base;

Four float Zero fighters and one enemy
biplane shot down in flamesj

(ne four-engine patrol plane burned on
water;

Three submarines straffed by P-39's with
3710 guns;

Stores near dock straffed and exploded; and

All installations around harbor repeatedly

straffed.

Total enemy casualtles estimated at about
500, one enemy Zero and one biplane possibly escaped,

Own casualtles, - two P-38's collided in midair
and crashed while attacking Zero fighter, both pilots
missing.
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Cosamcs s UNITED STATES FLEET-
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER N CHIDF
WAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. &

o

8130 a.m, September 12, 1942,
IAN T D Ol (Cont'd

The first phase of establishment of a base at ADAK,
KULUK BAY, will be completed in about two days., The first
plane, a B-17, landed on the 10th., - reported the landing
field as being the best in ALASKA, - 9,000 feet long and
500 feet wide., - P=38's (two-engine fighters) being sent on
the 1lth.

At 6:24 on the morning of 9 September a single float
biplane was reported observed by a forest ranger dropping
bombs in the wvicinity of MT. EMILY, 10 miles northeast of
BROOKINGS, OREGON, starting a fire, At the scene of the
fire fragments of incendiary bombs containing lettering with
Japanese characters were recovered.

At 10155 same date a submarine was reported by Army
plane, and attacked, 40 miles southwest of CAPE BLANCO, -
This report from Commander NORTHWESTERN SEA FRONTIER.

DECLASSIFIED )
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Coumcy Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I CHor

“ MAVT DEFARTMINT, WASHINGTON, 0. C.
“ 8:30 a.m, September 10, 1942,

TIAN IS S AC N (C ! b, T

ADAK, KULUK BAY AREA, has been occupled with a gar-
rison of 154 officers and 4,372 enlisted men, - includes
anti-aireraft batteries, coastal battery, and field artil-
lery. It was expected that a 4,000 ft, ianding strip will
be ready by today, September lﬂéh.

Two enemy destroyers reported off HOLTZ BAY, ATTU.
Our submarine, attempting to attack on the 8th., was chased
by three destroyers which dropped 26 depth charges and forced
submarine to retire to cut loose damaged plating.

A small cargo ship is reported to be discharging be-
tween HOLTZ BAY and CHICAGOFF, ATTU.

Three Jap float fighters attacked three B-24's at

KISKA, - two Japanese shot down, one B-24 damaged and forced
to release bombs, Action was at 4,000 feet.

DRCLASSIFIED
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Coumic Pz UNITED STATES FLEET

ARTERS OF THE COMMANTER 08 CHrr
L e, ELL
“ 10 a.m, September 5, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

A B-24 and 2 P=38's raided KISKA, The pursuit
planes reported having inflicted damage on one transport,
one small tender, and 1 four-engine flying boat, also
damage to ground installations,
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08D Letter, §-3-72

- 49 =




Coumic g UNITED STATES FLEET
HrapguasTone oF THE COMMANDER TN CHIEF

“ f HAYT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTOMN, 0. C.
=y 8:30 a.m, September 4, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Three transports have been unloaded at ADAK and ad-
ditional transports due to arrive today.

osp CLASSTFIED
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Cosmics Fax UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

MAVT DEFANTWENT, WASHINGTON, DL O
” 93130 a.m. August 31, 1942,

UTIAN ISLANDS TI0N nt! \ J o

The small seaplane tender CASCO was torpedoed in
NAZAN BAY,

We are making landings on ADAK ISLAND for establish-
ment of an airfield, with subsidiary landings on ATEA IS~
LAND and TANAGA ISLAND,

R

-
hE.undu;c;m,
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Comawcn Frz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIDY

HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
g 9:30 a.,m, August 29, 1942,

{ ISLANDS I !

v

Our PBY's at NAZAN BAY, ATKA ISLAND, were bombed by
four twin-engine land planes. S
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Cosmcs FEX UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADGUANTEES OF THE COMMANDEN ¥ CHIZF
“ HAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D C.
e 9130 a.m, August 21, 1942.

15 S A Iyl i

Submarine GATTO reports sinking KINKA MARU, 9300
tons, at midnight August 15th, about 300 miles east of | i
the south end of KAMCHATEA, v

4
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Cowmecat FiLE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDER Of CHIEF

w MAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, 0. C
-

_ 8 a.m, August 20, 1942.
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Nothing heard from U.S5. Submarine GRUNNION since
July 30th,, - may be lost.

PRCLASSIFIED
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Commeit Fog UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER i CHIY
MAVY DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

8 a.m. August 19, 1942. \W

At 11:30 p,m., August 8, following the bombardment
of KISKA, §-35,90 miles south of KISKA, observed a huge
explosion at or near KISEKA, - confirmeé by the FINBACK
27 miles north.

The TRITON reports hitting a erulser or destroyer on
the night of 14 August, 20 miles north of EULDIR ISLAND
(between KISEA and AGA*TU}. Ship appeared to disintegrate.
Ship sunk was escorted indicating that 1t may have been
a cruiser rather than a destroyer.
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Cosmecn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET

WAVT DEPABRTMENT, W ASHINGTON,

o THE COMMANDEN [N Caoer

Do h
‘

4 p.m., August 11, 1942,

8 August report through Army channels states that 8
catalinas bombed KISKA making two hits on a large freighter

and two hits on a transport, alsoc one
in main camp at KISKA.

ST L

1,000 pound bomb hit
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Commicy Faz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER Of CrIDF
MAVT DEPARTMINT, WASHINGTOM, D. £

9:30 a.,m, Aug. 11, 1942.

Bombardment was hampered by low wisibility and low ceéil-
ing which prevented spotting or observation of damage. Own
losses, - one crulser plane.

After firing observation was one large fire, tanker leav-
ing harbor, shore batteries silenced, many hits 1in target area.

fROLABSIFIED
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Coumcn Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTENG OF THE COMMANDER 04 CHIEF

VT DEPARTHENT, WASHINGTOM, D. &
g‘ 5 p.m, August 5, 1942,

1S S _ACTION :

At 2120, 4 August, two P-38's caught a Kawanishi
97 Eiéna 10 miles south of ATKA ISLAND (270 miles east of
KISKA) and sent it down in flames, A second Kawanishi 97
was sent down out of control 10 miles south of ADAK (210
miles east of KISKA), This plane was almost on its back
at 2,000 feet when lost in overcast, but it is believed
that it crashed.

PROLABBIFIED
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Commct Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER I CHImr

WY DEPARTMENT, 'WASHINGTOM, D. O
9130 a.m, August 4, 1942,

AN IS S ACTION (C J

Two attacks were made on the Destroyer KANE in NAZAN
BAY, ATKA, 320 miles east of KISKA, by four-engine flying
boats operating from KISKA. No damage. KANE remains at

ATKA.

PESLABSIFIED
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Conmcs Tz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMARDER ™ CHIF
MANT DEFANTMENT, WAEHINGTON, 0. C.

ALFUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Foggy conditions in the EISKA AREA delayed the bom=
bardment.
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Cowmen Fs UNITED STATES FLEET
HranguasTERg oF THE CoMMANDER D CHITr
WAVT DEPAFTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, &

9 a.m, July 23, 1942,

SLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

LEUTI

Reports received from ALEUTIANS AREA indicate that
patrol plane tenders GILLIS, CASCO, and HULBERT are being
used in connection with patrol plane operations, - in the
cage of the GILLIS from KULUK BAY, about 225 miles east of
KISKA. Presumably these patrol plane operations are in
support of our surface force operations, - lio information
as yet reparding surface force operations,

GILLIS reports being attacked by three larpge planes
during which 13 bombs were dropped in three runs, one bomb
dropping 10 feet from GILLIS' bridge. GILLIS reports evi-
dence of having sericusly damaged two of the three planes.

Apparently one patrol plane tended by CASCO ecrashed
and the wrecks of four Army fighters that had crashed and
burned were sighted.

PECLASSIFIED
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UNITED STATES FLEET

.I:nunn:xnnumﬂmnnuChn
ﬂ TN

9:00 a,m. July 21, 1942.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Two Japanese light crulsers are reported as belng
in the vicinity of KISKA on Sunday with two destroyers
patrolling entrance.

Destroyer Aviation Tender GILLIS was atta in
the vieinity of ADAK by three J‘H""HF"“ four-eng:
bombers.

A
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Cobmce FrE UNITED STATES FLEET
Heapguarrons oF THE COMMANDER of Cximy
HAVT DEPARTMENT, WASKINGTOM, B. & -

10 a.m, July 20, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Submarine GRUIMNION reports sinking three destrovers at
KISKEA on the 15th,

Army alr reconnaissance at KISKA reported:-

1l Large Transport,

1 Crulser,

3 Destrovers

Several Auxiliary Boats, and
2 Four-motored seaplanes,

This in amplification of yesterday's summary.

5.5. ARCATA (American) wa s sunk by punfire and survivors
on liferaft fired on. No torpedoes used., - Japanese subnarines

are apparently conserving torpedoes,
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Coumicr Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
Heanguanrees oF THE COMMANDER N CHID

MAVT DEFANTMINT, WASHINGTON, I C.
10 a.,m, July 19, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLAIDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Accumilative reports to Task Force Eight indicate
in KISKA:-

Battleship,
Crulsers,
Destroyers,
Tanker, and
Cargo éhips.

e B PO =

However, reconnaissance on the 17th. showed:-

1 Cruiser,
3 Destroyers, and
1 Large Transport.

During attack one B-17 was shot down, Army aircraft attack
on these forees was not profitable.

Russian Ship FELIX DZERJINSKY was attacked 220 miles
east by south of DUTCHE HARBOR by a large Japanese submarine
which surfaced 400 yards astern and fired 15 to 20 shots
without making hits., Submarine was forced down by a Navy pa=-
trol plane which proceeded to the scene of action.




Coswcn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
ANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN N CHIZY
e
o 9 a.m, July 12, 1942,

ALEUTTAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Destroyer KANE rescued twelve survivers from the
Steamship ARCATA, proceeding alone, which had been fired

il

on by a large submarine 310 miles east of DUTCH HARBOR.

DECLASSIFIED .
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Cosmecat Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDEN ¥ CHIEr

g

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTICH (Cont'd,)

9 a,.,m. July 16, 1942,

GRUNNION reports firing three torpedoes at Japa-
nese Destroyer ASASHIO, 35 miles southwest of KISEA,
First torpedo appeared to explode 10 yards astern of
destroyer wlinh, however, contimued depth charge attack
a a‘rst GRUNNION and subsequently headed for KISKA.

SOUTHWEST PACIFI

Neports have been recelved that Dutch-Australian
troops ﬂccuﬁino, without opposition, the islands of TANINBAR,
KAL, and AROE, between DARWIN and TEW GUINEA,

wmaﬂ
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Commicy Foz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER O CrEIr
VT CEPANTMINT, WASKINGTOMN, D.

Three Army planes reported having bombed one
Japanese cruiser in KISKA on July 1llth, Results
not observed (probably no hits),

PEOLAS SH“’E.-
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Cosmca Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEanQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER D4 CHIDF

'!!Iliiliilllliiiiil;:wutuwmunnrunmnu:n:

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cent'd,)

10 a.m. July 11, 1942,

No activities in the ALEUTIAN AREA.

Submarine THRESHER reports sinking one seaplane tender
and seriously damaging one tanker off TRUK., THRESHER was
heavily depth bombed.

- 30 - 08D Letis™s



Combich Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDER [N CHizy

VT DEFARTWINT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
m 10 a.,m, July 8, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

FINBACK attacked two destroyvers south of KISKA,
probably one 1250=ton destroyer sunk, FINBACK depth
charged but not seriously damaged. One seaplane tender,
transport, with three destroyers sighted heading east,
but lost in the fog,

The S8-44 reported sinking on 21 June a 2000-ton
cargo carrier off TULAGI,
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Commicu oz UNITED BTATES FLEET
. Hrapguartoes oF THE COMMANDER 1N CHEr

DEOREL

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Jap heavy cruiser sighted east of KISKA, Orders to
planes to proceed and attack have been lssued.
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Counecn Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HeaoguasTors OF THE COMMANDEY N CHIXF

e

B 10 a,m, July 6, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Also on the 4th, a destroyer was sunk off AGATTU
by the TRITON, In all, four Japanese destroyers were
destroyed on the 4th, of July.

DROLASSIFIER
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ALEUTIAN ISLAND ACTION (CONT'D)

10 a,m,, July 5,1942

Submarine Growler tornedoed three Japsnese destroyers at Kiska,
believes two sunk and third on fire. Crowler suffered minor
damage and is returning to station.

PECLASSIFIED
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Cowmcs Fax UNITED STATES FLEET
OF THE CoMMANDEN O Caoy
VY DEFARTMENT, WARNINGTON, D. C

9 a,m, July 4, 1942,

As a result, apparently, of patrol plane report
of enemy forces in the KISKA-AGATTU Area, B-24 planes
on the afternoon of 2 July dropped 56 = 500 pound bombs
on enemy forces at AGATTU., These forces were:

3 Large Transports,
3 Cruisers, and
5 Destroyers.

(Cruisers may have been moved over from KISKA). Bombs
were dropped from 18000 to 21000 feet and reported ob-
serving several near misses, two very near misses, or
possibly hits, on a transport and destroyer.

Four or five enemy submarines observed to be 50
miles east of AGATTU,

on return from patrol off the sonth coast of HONSHU,
NAUTILUS reports all merchantmen siphted were using cruls-
er or destroyer escorts, and reported sinking one destroy-
er and one 1500-ton patrol boat, and possibly sinking one
destroyer, one 17000-ton transport, and one 10000-ton oller,
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Coumos Fus UNITED STATES FLEET
HEapguasTes OF THE COMMANDER W CHIDF

Wag
10 a,m, July 3, 1542,

Navy patrol plane reports observing about 6 p.m.
July 2nd, 5 destroyers and 3 transports at AGATTIU south-
east of ATTU, one battleship at ATTU, and at KISKA 3 cruis-
ers, 1 additiunal vessel, and 3 patrol planes,

Indications that Japanese are making a large movement
of troops in the CHINA SEA AREA.

PEOLASSTFIED =
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Cosmcn Fuz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTERS OF THE CoMMANTE 4 Cxoey
MAVT DEPARTMENT, WARENGTON, B, C.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

A Catalina over KISKA reported that at noon it had
been attacked by an enemy seaplane and it had observed one
new heavy cruilser and three destroyers in harbor. Further
efforts of cbservation falled because of wisibility.

Heavy bombers proceeded to KISKA for attack but target was
obscured upon arrival,

Crew of 5=27 removed from AMCHITKA ISLAND by Catalina
planes,

PEOLASSIFIED
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Cowmecx iz UNITED STATES FLEET
HrapouasTong oF THE CoMMANDIN f CHiy

FH R

9 a,m, June 20, 1942,
i ISLAND c N (Cont!

Further reports of action at KISEA on 18 June indi-
cate that eight heavy bombers attacked in three flights,
the firast two flights getting in, weather preventing
third flight from dropping., Report one cruiser hit by
first flight and left burning, Jap crew seen taking to
life boats; second flight reports cruiser burning and
sinking ané a near miss on a transport, Later reports
indicate that the ship hit may have been a transport
instead of a cruiser, or possibly the cruilser was sunk
and a transport also hit.

Japanese naval craft observed at KISKA included:-

1 Cruiser,

3 or 4 Destroyers,

2 or 3 Transports, and
Some Seaplanes.

Army bombers damaged or shot down two observation
seaplanes (presumably cruiser planes).

: Army transport GORGAS was attacked by a submarine
in the BAY OF ALASKA while en route DUTCH HARBOR to
SEATTLE.

5-27 apparently went aground in the fog, possibly
on AMCHITEA ISLAND.
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Coumcn Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
HEAnguANTIRs OF TiE COMMANDEN tv Ciir

w"mm

9 a.m, June 19, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd

Visibility at KISKA 1s now good and a plane re-
ports that cruiser at KISKEA 15 down to the head and
appears to be sinking.

BEOLASSIFIED
08D Letter, 6-3-72

o



Coumica Fiea UNITED STATES FLEET
HeapgUarrms oF THE COMMANDEN B CHor

“ HAVT DEFARTMINT, WASHINGTON, D. C

9 a.,m, June 18, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)
AL

At seven o'eclock on the 17th, 5.5, DLFIEE reported
torpedo attack off the SHUMAGIN ISLANDS.

Search patrols contimuing, Weather over EISKA con-
tinmes to prevent observation of that island,

h:ﬂLkBEI?III
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Cosameat Fe UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER I CHIEr

HAYT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, [ O
9 a,m, June 16, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Alr warning service established on the PRIBILOFF IS-
LANDS by the Army,

Damaged planes being returned from DUTCH HAREBOR to
KODIAK for repair. - All planes when attacking low because
of low celling are damaged by anti-airecraft fire,

Seven Army heavy bombers reported that at 12:00
o'clock noon of the 14th, KISKA harbor had at least sixteen
enemy vessels, all afloat. All bombs were dropped in har-
bor and results were reported as indecisive, - (probably
ineffective). One or two Japanese seaplanes shot down,

Summarized reports indicate that seven four-engine
enemy patrol planes were destroved by bombs and straffing,
and five are remaining.

A check-up of summarized reports indicates at least
one erulser and two destroyers have been hit and seen burning.

Air reconnalssance of ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND at £:30 a,.m,
June 1l3th., disclosed no enemy activity,

Captured documents indicate Japanese carrlers that
attacked DUTCH HAREBOR on the 4th. were HAYATAKA (new carrier)
and RYUJO (7,000 ton carriler),

Five Japanese four-engine PB's dropped two large and
six small bombs on ATEA about 12:00 o'clock noon of the 1l4th,

Visibility over EKISKA at this time very poor.
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Cosgecx Faz UNITED STATES FLEET

HIADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER D CHIDY
MAVT DEPASTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

9 a,m, June 15, 1942.

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Reinforcements for ALASKAN AREA being forwarded by
transports from PUGET S0UND .

At 9 a.m., on the 14th, the enemy were reported de-
parting KISKA. Reported as still being in harbor:-

1 Cruiser,
1 Transport,
Several Destroyers, and
1 Destroyer patrolling entrance.

North of island:-

1 Cruiser,

2 Destroyers, and

1 Heavy Cruiser or Battleship, plus
Destroyers.

One UNITED STATES submarine stationed near GARELOI
ISLAND eastward of KISKA and one to the westward of ATEA.

A 30° sector 500 miles north of UMNAK in the direc-
tion of PRIBILOFFS was searched.
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Commcy Frx UNITED STATES FLEET
HEIADQUANTERS OF ToE COMMANDER D¢ Clrey

‘l'llllllllllll'l.i' MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASEINGTON, B, &
- g p.,m, June l4, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd.)

A heavy cruiser at KISKA was moored in harbor cen-
ter; destroyers anchored on heavy crulser's starboard
bow and starboard quarter; a erulser on port bow and two
erulsers to the eastward. &ix to elght destroyvers are
stationed about 6,000 yards off harbor entrance evidently
patrolling agaj_nst}. entry of submarines inte harbor.
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Coumcn Jus UNITED STATES FLEET

OF THE COMMANTER 0¥ CHIEr
WAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

9 a,m, June 14, 1942,
LEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTICN nt!

12 June jgunt‘d,!:-

Army bombers report making two direct hits on
large Jap cruiser producing clouds of black smoke
and flame - Report near hits on large transport,

Inhabitants of ATKA and PRIBILCFF belng evac-
uated.

Six cruisers, five to six transports, and prob-
ably seaplane tenders still reported at kisKa,

Japs appear to be in great confusion. Commander
Patrol Wing Four believes ships must be heavily hit
and damaged, Among other things a Catalina pilot
reports several four-engine PE's on water damaged.

A Catalina pilot alsc reports being driven off
from KISKA at 12 noon of the 12th, three different
times by Zero fighters. This would indicate the
proximity of a Japanese carrier.

DECLASSIFIED
©ED Letter, 5-23-T2
-




§ e

Cosmca Tz UNITED STATES FLEET
oF THE COMMANTER I¥ CHITY
MAVY DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D C.

SRR 5 p.m. June 13, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont!

Summary of attacks by naval alrcraft on KISEA, June
12:-

7145 a,m, - Two bombs on destroyer and two bombs on
cruliser at KISKA, - One plane chased
by Japanese four-engine patrol plane,

10:00 a.m, - Two bombs on cruiser near TANAGA ISLAND,
results uncertain,

12:40 p.m, - Twelve 500-pound bombs on Jap KISKA Fleet
and straffed one four-engine patrol

plane,
3:00 p.m, = A Catalina dropped four heavy bombs on
ships at KISKA, results not observed.
6:00 p.m. - Sixteen 500-pound bombs dropped in middle

of formation. At least one tremendous
explosion reported with plenty of fire
still blazing.

No reports from Army.

No carriers sighted,

"Inhabitants of ATEA ISLAND being evacuated,
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Cosaucs Tz UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDIR DN CHiy
GRRRIY
“ 9 a.,m, June 13, 1942 (Cont'd,)
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Our leosses in above Catalina attacks:-

2 Men dead;

1 Catalina sunk;

1 Catalina beached to prevent sinking; and

1 Catalina down out of gas, position doubtful,

Nine new Catalinas with torpedoes stalking carrier,

Later report from Catalina, - struck heavy cruiser
with torpedo at 11:15 a.m, June 12,

Comminications with PRIBOLOFF ISLANDS being maintained,
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Coumce Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
OF THE COMMANDER f CHIxr
HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, B. C

9 a,m, June 13, 1942,
LEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (C !

Reports of attacks made by our alrcraft against Jap-
anese ships in KISKA uncertain because attacking planes
frequently passing in and out of clouds.

B=17's returning report anti-airecraft batteries landed
in EKISKA and tent city established; 14 vessels in harber,
two entering; repeated two cruisers believed heavily hit
(previously reported); reported two cruisers and one des-
troyer afire and reported machine gunning landing party.

No damage to B-17's., - Also reported eight destroyvers
leaving KISKA, initially headed southeast,

Summary of attacks by Catalinas on 11 June (all times
local):-

7:00 a,m,
7:00 a.m,

Sunk submarine south of KANAGAj;

Bombs on KISKA harborj; results not ob-
served;

8:00 a.,m, - Bombs on eruiser and destrover west of
KISKA, damape doubtful;

Close misses oh large destroyer at KISKA;

Two 500-pound bombs very close misses on
crulser in harbor, alsoc straffed four-
engine patrel planes on water, = Catalina
in this attack received 100 hits and sank
on landing at return, no personnel in-
juriess;

Two 500-pound bombs on ships in harbor,
results not observed;

Four 500-pound bombs on ships in KISEA
harbor, one direct hit on transport.

12:20 p.m.
1:00 p.m,

2:20 p,m,
6:40 p.m,

1

Attacks continuing, further reports not available.
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Coaaace Ly UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER TN Cximy
' MAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

5 p.m. June 12, 1942,

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

First attack by Army planes, 5 B-24's attacked at
1800 feet through heavy anti-aircraft fire; one plane
exploded; eight bombs dropped near a cruiser, but no
damage observed. Four remaining B-24's made attack
again from 18,000 feet and reported one crulser observed
burning.

Enemy forces reported:-

3 Heavy Cruisers,
2 Light Crulsers or Destroyers,
12 Seaplanas,
2 Crulsers or Destroyers entering harbor, one
headed away from harbor.
1 Carrier 10 miles north of KISKA,

B-17!s attacking later reported 16 vessels in harbor;
two cruisers heavily hit by bombs., This about 11 p.m.
of the 1llth,
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Coamicy Fus UNITED STATES FLEET
ARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN o Comy
et
I. 9 a.m, June 12, 1942,

i N !

Later reports indicated large enemy landing force
at ATTU ¥

In KISKA:-

2 Heavy Crulsers,

1 Light Cruiser,

B Destroyers,

4 Transports,

Several Small Vessels, and

4 Large four-engine patrol planes.

North of KANAGA:-

3 Cruisers
Transpor%s

PBY's report hitting a transport in KISKA,
FBY removes weather observers from KANAGA,

PEY caught one Jap submarine on the surface south of
EANAGA and reports sinking it.

No report received of action by Army bombers.
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Cosmecn Frs UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN IN CHIEF

MAVT DEPANTMINT, WASHINGTOM, D, C.
5 p.m., June 11, 1942,

LEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION nt!

tme heavy cruiser, two light cruisers, one destroyer,
and six transports reported as being in KIElbx Harbor by
Navy PEY. Bombing attack~Army bombers and Navy FEY's,

en route KISKA.

About fifteen Japanese submarines are believed to
be in this general area.
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Commeca i UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I¥ CHrey

“ HAVT DEFARTMINT, WASHINGTON, D. O
_ 9 a,m, June 11, 1942.

1 ! C N !

Further investigation of KISKA by aerial observation
showed Japanese ships in that port:-

1 Possibly Cruilser,
1l Small Destroyer, and
2 Smaller Ships.

Efforts are being made to bomb this force., Distance from
KISKA to UMNAK 550 miles, - within range of bombers.

Sinking of COAST TRADER off PUGET SOUND apparently
caused by internal explosion and not by submarine attack.
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Coamucs Pus UNITED STATES FLEET

HIADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTER 0¥ CHIZF

o I

e

5 p.m, June 10, 1942,

LEUTIAN IS TION

Distance f [

No report from KISKA since 2400, GCT,
4 June, Reports were previously com-

AR CHIT ARTLY oo a0 e -

ATTU regularly until last 18 hours, no

report, Last one 1800, GCT, 9 June - -

KANAGA - nothing sinee 1B00, GCT, 9 June-
ATEA reports still coming in today - - =

Harbor

600 miles.

720 miles.
420 miles,
330 miles,

Indicates KISKA marks the Japanese landing opera-

tions, = possibly others.
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Comicn Jux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I¥ CHIZY
MAYY DEFARTWENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

9 a,m, June 10, 1942,
LEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTIQN (Cont'd

No further contacts. Extensive searches 400 miles
northwest and southwest of UMNAK have failed to reveal
Japanese Forces, No evidence of Japanese landing at ATKA, -
230 miles west of ULIVAK,

Two torpedo hits on Japanese cruiser by B-26 on 4
June are reported and her destruction is reported as certain,
Also good evidence of one bomb hit on ecrulser south of
UMNAE by B=17 on evening of 4 June,

GILLIS, Destroyer.Patrol Plane Tender, reports positive
sinking of large Japanese submarine south of DUTCH EARHOR
on 4 June.
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Cosmmca Fux UNITED STATES FLEET

Hrapguasmons oF THE COMMANDER i CHIDF

HAVY DEPARTHENT, WASHINGTON, D.
4:30 p,m,, June 8, 1942,
LEUTIAN ISLANDS A N _(Cont'

Fifteen patrol planes reporting to Commander Patrol
Wing Four (Commander Alaskan Patrol Flanes). Army planes
sent to Alaska:-

B A-29's,
6 B-24's, equipped with radar.

Report one prolonged sight of a single engine enemy
plane, time not given, apparently Saturday night or Sunday
night., (This report very serlously guestioned).

RDF cut indicates Japanese Force 660 miles southwest
of DUTCH HARBOR, probably-destroyers. - Further indication
of previous withdrawal of these forces from the DUTCH HARBOHR
Area.
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Coumecxt Tz . UNITED STATES FLEET
OF THE COMMANDER TN CHIxr
HAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, 0. O

——— 9 a.m. June B, 1942,
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

Reports from the DUTCH HARECOR Area contimue to indi-
cate an uxt% (o] d situation. Reports from air-
craft there esence of a Japanese Carrler Group
210 miles west of DUTCH OR. Hone of these reports, how-
ever, are based on sight contact. A number of reports in-
dica{e contact between our planes and enemy alreraft. How-
ever, these tock place under low visibllity conditions and
friendly planes making such contacts may well have consid-
ered each other to be enemy with the result of brief at-
tacks on the part of each, broken off by low visibility.

There is a strong possibility that, in spite of the
contimied reports of enemy forces in the Dutch Harbor Area,
there have actually been no Japanese Forces in that Area
since the morning of June 5th, - The last attack on a shore
station took place June 4th. June 5th., 6th., and 7th,
have passed without any attack on the UMNAK-DUTCH HAREOR

Area.
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Cosamca Fax UNITED STATES FLEET
ANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN ¥ CHIXY
mmwmnu
‘ ALEUTIAN ISLANDS ACTION (Cont'd,)

9:00 a.,m, Sunday, June 7th,, 1942,

Summary of situation by Naval Alr Statlion, KODIAK, at
4 a,m, June 6th,, confirmed last contact with Jap carrier to
be at 7:25 p.m., local time, June 4, bearing 225° from
UNALASKA, distance 90 miles, During subsequent searches have
failed to regain contact, It seems probable that this force
has been ordered to rendezvous with force headed up northwest
§§§§A¥IDW1I, (Searches extended as far out to the west as

Attacks by U.5. planes on enemy:=-

1l torpedo by a Catalina, ineffective due to en-
Eine fallurej;

Bombing of carrier by Catalina repulsed by anti-
alrcraft hits;

Dive bombing on carrier with torpede by B=26 in-
effective;.

2 B-26 claimed two hits on cruiser;

Torpedo attack on carrier by B-26 repulsed by
antli-aireraft fire;

Bombs on carrier by B-17, results undetermined.

14 Catalinas now effective;

11 Fighters and 3 observation planes arrived;

All lost Catalina crews, except one, recovered.

Many machine gun hits in second attack by Zero fighters
4 June with 12 persons slightly injured and no appre-
ciable material damage.

Further reports from ALEUTIANS are confusing. Report
forwarded at 5:15 p.m. of the 6th. indicates that a contact
had been made sometime early on the 6th,, about 180 miles west
of UNALASKA, - contact being made under difficult visibility
conditions, This contact indicates:

2 carriers,
2 eruisers, and
8 destroyers.

The possibility exists that own cruisers and destrovers were
mistaken for enemy destroyers, (Position of Task Force 8
total strength 5 cruisers and 12 destroyers, unknown herei.
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Cosmica Fog ED STATES FLEET
oF THE COMMANDEN I CHizy
~ 7 MA¥T DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, &
 caguEN June 6, 1942,

0 i CTION (Cont'd,)

Commander Alaskan Sector warned ONONDAGA and CHARLESTON
at 9:50 a,m,, June 5th.,, to keep clear of area northwest of
UMNAK because he thuugh% enemy was operating in that area.

At 5156 in the morning of June Sth,, Army reported
making two torpedo hits on NACHI class crulser, - 10,000
ton 8", No further report on this,

Commander Task Force Elght reports at 9:40 a.m., June
5th., that Japanese railds up to that time had the appearance
of a diversion than all out attack, - no attack in strength
or softening ralds preparatory to ianding operations, Com=
mander Task Force Eight believes there is a possibility
that ORANGE has lost planes due to bad flying weather. Also
states no evidence that enemy knows of COLD BAY air field.

Report from the Army states that UMNAK was attacked at
4:40 afternoon of June 4th, by nine Zero fighters, two of
which were shot down by our P=40's, The remainder of the
Zero fighters withdrew,

B-26 reports attacking a carrier KAGA class 120 miles
north of UMNAK in which there was dropped a torpedo on deck,
Other B26 and B17's failed to make contact,

DECLASSIFIED
osD Letter, 5-3-78

more




Cosamsca Fux UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADGUARTIRS OF THE COMMARDEN 1N Sy

HAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGITON, D, O
Initial land and air foreces in area:-

Adr Iroops

UMNAK 1 HE 3478
6 MB
17 VF

DUTCH HAREOR 20 PBY=5A 6827
9 V80

COLD BAY 6 BM 1150
16 VF

KODIAK 2 HB B404
2 MB
20 VF

ANCHORAGE 17 MB 10338
3 VF

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED LATE

DUTCH HARBOR reported undergoing air attack at 5:26
a,m., local time, June 53 later DUTCH HARBOR reported these
planes retired w{thcut attacking and remain unidentified
(possibly were friendly planes from UMNAK).

At 7:25 a.m. B-17 reported to UMNAK that enemy fleet
of 1 carrlier, 1 heavy crulser, and supporting units was 90
miles southwest of OTTER PﬂINi (UNALASKA ISLAND), and that
bombs were dropped on enemy with unknown results.
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Cowmeck P UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER 0f CHIDF
HAVT DEPANTMINT, WASHINGTON, D. C. |

1 ISLAN

The situation at DUTCH HARECR remains confused, Flve
waves of three planes each attacked early morning of June
3, setting on fire a number of warehouses, killed and wound-
ad 48 men. About four hours later a reconnaissance flight
was made by Japanese planes over DUTCH HARBECOR, A subsequent
attack, about 5 p.m. June 4, was reported made by 1l bombers
and 7 fighters, S5 NORTHWESTERN and a number of warehouses
destroyed, During the first day, June 3, two Japanese cruis-
er planes were shot down. PBY's ccntinuing search patrols
1lost 5 planes, apparently one from enemy action and four
because of weather and probable inabllity to return to base,
= foreced down in the water.

Japanese Carrier force composed of 1 large carrier
1 small carrier, 2 heavy crulsers, and 3} destroyers was ia-
cated a number of times southwestward of DUTICH HARSOR, but
apparently land-based bombers sent out to attack failed to
make contact. One bomber did malte contact and made an
attack, which was apparently unsuccessful, Attempts to co-
ordinate the location and air attack on this force continue,

Fosition of our own surface forces not known. Posi-
tion of enemy attack and occupation forece, if any, not
known.

Efforts to bring planes up to advance bases have been
hampered by weather conditions and some groups have been |
forced to return.

Unless enemy destroyers are located and destroyed
it seems probable that a landing force attack against DﬁTGH

HARBOR, perhaps across the island from BEAVER INLET, 1s due |
to take place, [

U.8. surface forces now probably in the area:-

2 Heavy Cruisers B 014 Destroyers
3 Light Cruilsers 2 Submarines
4 Modern Destroyers.

Numbers and locations of aireraft now availlable uncertain.
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