MR 203(16), Sec. 3=A =-- SMMARY OF NAVY DEPARTMENT DISPATCHES (Pacifie)
23 42 = 31 March 1943

(Pages adr- 316)

777

DECLASSIFIER
08D Lettor, B=S«78

(277 19%d) SIHOLYSSIO INARIHVAID RAYN 20 ZMYIRNS — V-£ *298 “(oT)foz HM

EV JTER TE — ZY6T AN T




Coumon faz UNITED STATES FLEET

Hrapguastons oF THE CoMMANDE ¥ Crr
MAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, .

SEC E{iﬁ%@% R E T 9 a.m, August 3, 19

SAILFISH returning from patrol to AUSTRALIA 1 August
reports sighting properly marked hospital ship,and torpedo-
ing, probably sinking, one 7,000-ton cargo carrier.

SEADRAGON returning to AUSTRALIA 2 August reports
sinking(off INDO CHINA):-

12 July - Heavily loaded 6,000-ton cargo
carrier,

lg July = 4,100-ton cargo carrier,

16 July - 7,000-ton cargo carrier,



S..i.mg THSECRET 10 a.,m, July 5, 1942,

Southwest Pagific

Submarine Swordfish returning from patrol. Reported
sinking one tanker about 3,500 tons, one cargo ship about 6,900
tons damaged and cargo ship about 6,5GD torns damaged and one
additional cargo ship damaged in the Dutch East Indies area,
all between lay 23rd and June 12,

Also SEAL sank tanker about 7400 tons. \s

=

Regraded Unclassified
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Ocemce Fus UNITED STATES FLEET

§é‘5”§5'{

EIADQUANTING OF THE COMMANDEN DN CHIY
MAVT DEFARTMINT, WARKINGTON, 0. C.

9 a,m, June 28, 1942,

10N £

Three Army LB-30's taking off from MIDWAY about
dusk bombed the airfield at WAKE about midnight, 27-28

June.

Bombs were observed to hit among aircraft report-

ed .as being not well dispersed about landing mats. Threa
enemy planes got off and attacked the Army bombers at
long range about thirty miles at sea on their return to

MIDWAY,

One LB-30 slightly damaged by anti-aireraft fire,

-13 -
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Commcat Fix UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUANTIN OF THE COMMANDEN f CHIXTF

MAVY DEFARTMENT, 'WARHINGTOMN, D. O :
SE@ﬁET (
e 5:30 p.m, June 16, 1942 |ﬁ'//,

2 AC N (Cont'

Submarine TROUT, returning to PEARL, brought two
prisoners picked up from MAKUMA who stated that MAKUMA
and MOGAMI had been sunk by bombs on the 6th, of June.
Further stated force was to capture MIDWAY E then proceed

1

to capture ALEUTIANS, and then proceed to STRALIA.
Also stated that YJLE.;.TD displaced 57,000 tons and con-

firmed MOGAMI's repgunning with 10 - éf, centimeter guns.

- 12 =
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Cleman Sas UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADCHTANTIRS OF THE COMMANDER I CHO
MAVY DEPANTMINT, WAEHINGTON, . O
R E T

9 a.m. June 11, 1942,

MIDWAY ACTION (Cont'd,)

Qur own battleships (seven) with LONG ISLAND are
now operating 1,000 miles to the westward of SAN FRANCISCO.

Task Force 16 (HORNET and ENTERPRISE) have rendez-
voused with and received planes from the SARATOGA 930 miles
northwest of OAHU, Task Force 16 remaining in that area
and SARATOGA returning to OAHU,

Submarines searching area where pgutted ship was re-

ported could find only an oil slick. Two Japanese were
taken prisoners from a rubber boat. Wreckage indicated fire.

o g
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Comics Fax NITED STATES FLEET

S Heapguasrmas oF THE COMMANDEN N Cxoey
MAYVT DEFANTWENT, WAREDNGTON, D. C.
EI 9 a,m, June 10, 1942,

No further contacts in this area. Indications are
enemy rendezvousing 1400 miles west of MIDWAY:-

Combined Fleet

Carriers from AreurIAn Force,
ZUIKAKU from Emplire, and
Hetreating MIDWAY Forces.

{ Probable purpose of rendezvous is to cover withdrawal of
damaged ships and movement of troop transports to the MAN-
DATED ISLAND Area, and/or to Empire.

Four B-24's left MIDWAY night before last to bomb
WAKE. One carrying General Tinker not heard after forty
minutes after take-off, - apparently lost., Three remaining
| planes not reaching WAﬁE until after daylight did not make
attack, but returned.

Probable damages tc Japaneset-

4 Carriers damaged or sunk, - planes, inecluding
spares, on these 4 Carriers - 264;

9 Cruisers damaged or sunk (including 2 in the
ALEUTIAN Area);

5 Destroyers damaged or sunl;

2 Transports damaged or sunk;

1 Submarine damaged or sunk;

Battleships {?g.

\\ _ ¥ - 10-
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UNITED STATES FLEET

9 a.m., June 8, 1942,
MIDWAY ACTION (Cont'd,)
Later reports based on photographs taken indicates
that battleship reported as left gutted was a cruiser of
the MOGAMI Class, However, it is diffiecult for a Navy man

to mistake a MOGAMI Cruiser for a battleship and 1t is not
consldered that this has been cleared up.

At 1 p.,m, on the 7th, the CUTTLEFISH was bombed by a
bomber rugnrtad as enemy 420 miles west of MIDWAY, This
may have been one of our own bombers,

Following the actlon 400 miles northwest of MIDWAY
Task Force 16 proceeded east to fuel from the CIMMARON and
is to proceed to 480 miles northeast of MIDWAY and 1130
miles northwest of OAHU to rendezvous with SARATOGA at 7
a,m,, 10 June, ‘and receive from SARATOGA aireraft, bombs,
and personnel, From this rendezvous point Task Force 16:-

2 Carriers,

5 Heavy Crulsers,
1l Light Crulser,

8 Destroyers, and
1 Tanker,

will proceed northward for operations against Japanese
ALEUTIAN Force, joining up with Task Force 8, Admiral
Theobald, now operating in that area.
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Coumeca Fus UNITED STATES FLEET .
HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN Df CHIDY
MAVT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

CREI S v

3100 p.m,, Sunday, June 7, 1942,
]
Commander Task Force 16 reported that attacks made on
force about 400 miles northwest of MIDWAY were:- o 1N,
One attack on 2 heavy cruisersj Wt
Three attacks on a battleship, a heavy cruiser,
and destroyers (5%).

Battleship left gutted and abandoned;

One destroyer sunk, others damaged;

One heavy cruiser {hrae bomb hits

Two other heavy cruisers (one beliavud to be Flag-
ship of the Commander in Chief, Second Fleet)

received 1000-pound bomb hits.

Search 420 miles northwest of MIDWAY revealed only two
small ships, apparently destroyers, which were attacked.

200 mile search in western semi-cirele from Task Force
16 failed to locate any carriers, Fourth Japanese carrier
believed sunk,

iireraft on HORNET and ENTERPRISE:-

27 Fighters eachj

32 Bombers eachj and
3 Torpedo Planes on ENTERPRISE, none on HORNET.
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Coume Tux UNITED STATES FLEET
!E;iliz -]-IIhuunu-inrn-cmuuuunlrn-
EAVT DEFARTMENT, WARNINGTON, D. O
ﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁa EI :
o i m“'d"l

8:30 a,m, Sunday, June 7, 1942,

At 63115 a.m, of the 6th, Task Force 16 (HORNET, ENTER-
PRISE Group) had reached a position 365 miles, bearing about
2970 from MIDWAY reported one battleship and five destroyers
142 miles, bearing 234°, from Task Force 16, on course 2709,
speed 10, and at the same time two erulsers and two destroyers
142 miles, bearing 215°, on course 215°, speed 15, These two
forces were 50 miles apart. Second group was apparently head-
ing to rejoin transports.

Task Force 16 made attack on the battleship.

12 B-17 were sent from MIDWAY about 10:30 a.m. to attack
crulser group.

At 12 o'clock patrol plane reported aircraft attacking
four unidentified ships SEEPmilaa on bearing 277° from MIDWAY,
These ships were on course 2009, speed 30, These ships may
have been destroyers that had been accompanying battleship re-
ported above., Twenty-five planes making this attack.

At 1:30 in the afternoon our patrol plane reported our
eruisers and destroyers engaging enemy battleship and erulsers
515 miles, bearing 277°, from MIDWAY, (This position may have
been somewhat out).

SARATOGA group departed PEARL last night {6-=7 June) for
MIDWAY to deliver plane reinforcements to Task Force 16,

YORKTOWN was reported as being hit by two torpedoes from
submarine, List reduced to 17° and efforts to bring ship in
continuing.

HAMMANN, new destroyer, was reported as having been
sunk (with YORKTOWN),




] &

Coumeca fux UNITED STATES FLEET
EE:-rluamnuuutnlnunu-ulnﬂ-r
MAVT DEFARTMENT, WARNINGTON, D, C.

MIDWAY ACTION (Cont'd.)

.

YCREZ

At 7120 in the afternocon June 5th., U.5. patrol
planes reported being attacked by enemy fighters 425
miles northwest of MIDWAY, - One Japanese carrier evi-
dently still operating.

At 9 p.m, local time U.S. patrol planes sighted eight
to ten ships 420 miles northwest of MIDUAY and heard much
gunfire, = This could have been an attack by our des-
troyers or attack by aireraft.

MIDWAY planes in commission (apparently as of 4 a.m.,
5 June):-

<t

SB
7

1

o ooh M
B4

Japanese submarine reported 24 North, 164 West, at
10 p.m., 4 June, - 550 miles northwest of OAHU




UNITED STATES FLEET

Coumca Fre
8 EI June 6, 1942,
&

MIDUAY ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 1:30 in the morning, June 5th., MIDWAY reported
being bombarded lightly, heiiuvud by submarine, Eight
rounds fired.

About 8:00 a.m, MIDWAY reported that battleships
which were reported as streaming oil were belng attacked
with 13 dive bombers and all avallable fortresses.

This attack resulted in one direct hit, plus bomb
explosions under stern causing ship to turn in clircles.
Later these forees were ldentified as three crulsers
(MOGAMI or TONE Class), two streaming oil. They were
trailing a group of six transports, which were escorted
by one light erulser on each bow,

Cincpac reports that there had been sighted, bear-
ing 335, distant 250 from MIDWAY, one carrier (presumably
Japanese) on course 245 at 8:20 a.,m, local time,

Later it appeared that the forces to the northwest-
ward were two battleships of the ISE or FUSO class, two
carriers, one burning and one smoking, three heavy cruisers,
and five to ten destroyers., This force was on a north-
westerly course, generally Great Cirele Course, toward
YOKOSUKA and away from MIDWAY. Apparently one carrier
(HIRYU Class) and one (AKAS Class) had been sunk. One
of these by own cruisers after attempt by a Japanese crulser
to rescue persomnel, Speed of this force retiring approx-
imately 13 knots, - Eye witness reported three carriers
burning filercely and heavy explosions during the night,

HORNET's Torpedo Squadron Eight in making attack on
this formation in forenoon, June 4th., were all shot down
b{OZuro fighters, only one getting in. The one survivor
shot down but hiding under cushion observed the large size
carriers burning fiercely, also a battleship. During the
night he heard many Japanese planes cirecling overhead.,
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TED STATES FLEET
E ANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN Df CHIEF
E .T. MAVT DEFARTWENT, WASHINGTOM, D. O
&

MIDWAY ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 1130 in the morning, June Sth., MIDVAY reported
being bombarded lightly, velieved by submarine, Eight
rounds fired,

About 8:00 a.m, MIDWAY reported that battleships
which were reported as streaming oll were belng attacked
with 13 divebombers and all avallable fortresses.
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Coumcn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HIADGUANTESS OF THE COMMANDER D CHIEF

SEGRET ==
F

2CRELI .

U.S. planes suffered heavy losses during attacks on H -
Japanese carriers, Task Force 16, HORNET, ENTERPRISE, 5 7
cruisers, and 10 destroyers have not reported any damage
other than the loss of planes, as yet.

The SARATOGA arrives PEARL HARBOR at 3 p.m. Washington
tiEa today, to be refueled immediately for offensive oper-
ations.

3 Battleshlps damaged.

4 Carriers badly damaged,
1l Cruiser afire,.

2 Transports hit.

Many planes sHot down.

Summary of U.S5. Damage:-

YORKTOWN, many carrler and MIDWAY planes, and
MIDWAY powerhouse.

MIDWAY aireraft and Task Force 16 are continuing aec-
tive operations.

Apparently there is still one Japanese carrier in this
area not located, If Japanese attack and cccupatlion forces
continue toward MIDWAY they could arrive about 12 or 1 o'clock
Washington time today, - 4 or 5 a.m., MIDWAY time,

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RECEIVED LATER.

At 6 a,m, MIDWAY time, June 5, two MOGAMI type cruisers,
one damaged were reported by U.5. submarine as bearing 272,
distant 115 miles from MIDWAY, course west, speed 17. - Assume
these crulsers proceeding to a prescribed rendezvous. Perhaps
they were originally part of the striking force which was at-
tacked northwest of MIDWAY.

Amplifying report adds two battleships 264°, 125 miles
from MIDWAY, course 268, speed 15, and two destroyers 100
miles west of MIDWAY,

The Commander in Chief, U.S, Pacifie Fleet, states that
there are strong indications that ORANGE will attempt a landing
on MIDWAY in spite of losses.




Cowmwcat s UNITED STATES FLEET
HEAnQUANTg OF THE COMMANDER 0f CEIXF

SE@RE T ,

FRE T \Li v

& 1 Battleship hit with bombs. :
1 Battleship hit with torpedoes or bombs,
1 C?iriar hit by dive bombers and left on
re,

About noon YORKTOWN reported attacking two Japanese
carriers, with a resulting heavy damage to these two car-
riers., 1hﬂut 12:35 p.m. YORKTOWN reported having been at-
tacked, this by carrier planes, location of ecarrler not
known. Two to three bomb hits received by YORKTOWN,
YORKTOWN's position 150 miles north of MIDWAY, Apparently
YORKTOWN with attending two crulsers and destroyers had
closed ORANGE force for this attack., At 2:40 p.m., YORK-
TOWN was again heavily attacked by alr, receiving one bomb
hit and two torpedo hits, Following this attack personnel
moved to crulser ASTORIA.

Apparently there were two other Japanese carrlers in
this same general area, since the report from the Commander
Task Force 16, including ENTERPRISE, HORNET, 5 cruisers,
and 10 destroyers, reported making attack on enemy force of

4 Carriers

2 Battleships

4 Heavy Crulsers
& Destroyers,

Reported all four carriers believed badly damaged, one or
two other heavy ships hit.

Later, about 8:50 p.m, MIDWAY time, fortresses en route
MIDWAY from PEARL HARBOR reported making two hits on smoking
carrier 70 miles northwest of MIDWAY, reported two other ships
burning in area, and two additional on fire about 125 miles
from MIDWAY,

NAUTILUS, submarine, reported hitting a damaged carrier
(10,000 ton S0 elass) with 3 torpedoes about 146 miles
nnr%hwust of MIDWAY,




UNITED STATES FLEET

Coumecn Fox
oF THE COMMANTIEN IN CHIEF
S %E MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. O
ﬁ“ ET June 5, 1942,

; ? | H| -\.I/
gﬁbjact: Summary of Situation in the Pacific as of Wi

12 noon, Washington War Time, 5 June,
MIDWAY

About 10 a,m, MIDWAY time,3 June two groups of a
Japanese Force were discovered hy patrol planes 470 to
700 milas_p&;t of MIDWAY. Reported compositioni=

3 Battleships (probably should have been two).

1 Carrier (doubtful).

2 or 3 Heavy Crulsers.

5 Miscellaneous.

A number of transports, cargo carriers and
tankers.

This ORANGE Main Body and occupation force was later attack-
ed by 9 Army bombers, and 4 PEY's, night torpedo attack,
Damage reported later:-

1 Battleship hit by bombs.
1 Transport hit by bombs.
1 Transport hit with torpedo.

This foree contimied toward MIDWAY.

At 6 a.m. MIDWAY time, 4 June, a large number of planes
were discovered 150 miles away approaching MIDWAY from the
northwest., An attack took place probably 50 minutes later,
Powerhouse destroyed, slight damage to runway, not rreventing
its continued use., Heported 8 enemy planes shot down,

MIDWAY planes somewhat later attacked Japanese forma-
tion composed of

2 Battleships,
Several cruilsers,
2 Carriers, and
2 Destroyers

in a position northwest of MIDWAY, Probable damaget=-
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CoMiNcH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

B MF me DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
W
o

March 31, 1943,

UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the early morning of March 30th. KAHILI,
BUIN AREA, and VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, were harassed
by twe Flying Fortresses.

- 316 -



Costaicss Puz UNITED STATES FLEET

HEAGQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDEN 0 CHIZF

1’:‘ ¥T DEPARTMINT, WASHINGTON, D C.
SECRET

o CRET 9 a.m, Maroh 30, 1943.
&

SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 6:20 a.m. March 29th, five Lightnings and
one Corsalr attacked an enemy seaplane base at
FAISI, BUIN Area. Five to seven enemy planes were
set on fire. This seme group of planes, returnlng
to thelr base, carrled out a low strafing sttack
on an enemy destroyer nine miles southeast of ALU
ISLAND (southwest of SHORTLAND ISLAND). The
%uagrownr was left burning. No U.S5. planes were

08T«
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Comivc FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

s T 9 a.,m, March 29, 1943,
‘
)
o QUTE

8 { PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Twenty miles northwest of FUNAFUTI, two of our
fighters encountered four enemy bombers a% 10154 .M,y
March 28th., apparently en route to bomb FUNAFUTI, 1In
the ensuing engagement one bomber was shot down and anoth-
er damaged., The remainder turned about and retired to

the northward without droppling any bombs. We suffered no
losses,

Thirteen Avengers dropped thirteen mines in the
BUIN AREA on the early morning of lMarch 29th. Eleven were
dropped between BUIN and MOILA POINT and two between SAND
ISLAND and EAST POINT, 1In support of this operation, seven
Fortresses bombed BUIN and KAHILI scoring hits on a runway
and revetment area. No losses were sustalned by our forces.

- 314 -

Regraded Unclassified




Commeca Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
Heanouarmes o THE COMMANDEDN I CHIEr
MANT ., WASHINGTON, D C.
CRET 9 a.m. March 28, 1943.

@ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Two .numrzglanil bombed CANTON ISLAND on the night
of March 25th-26th. One grounded Catalina (PEY) was
destroyed.

From additional information recelved, it i1s learned
that NAURU ISLAND was bombed twice by our alr forces on
the night of Maroh 25th-26th. In the first attack, six
Catalinas started fires. Later, st about 5:06 a.m., five
Liberators attacked scoring hits on the wharf, runway,
grounded plenes, officers' quarters and barracks where
fires were started.

On the early morning of March 27th, approximetely
seven enemy planes made five ralds on GUADALCANAL. In
two of these railds bombs were dropped killing one man,
injuring thirteen and causing slight materiel damage.

Nine Avengers escorted by twelve Wildeats bombed
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA at 1:12 p.m. March 27th, blew up a
supply dump end started s fire.

On the seme day nine Avengers escorted by six
Alracobras and four Wildeoate attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND. 8ix fires were started. In both operations only
one plene was dameged.

At 3:30 p.m. Marech 27th, six Dauntless dive bombers
supported by seven Wildcats bombed and strefed enemy
installations st UGALI, northeast coast of RENDOVA ISLAND,
NEW GEORGIA Group. All planes returned after destroying
one building and setting another on fire.

- 312 -
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CoMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

sE; t:: -1 NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
w 4 p.m, March 27, 1943,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 1 p.m, March 25th, eight Wildcats strafed an enemy
barge in ROVIANA LAGOON (MUNDA), NEW GEORGIA.

- 312 -




Coumec Ficx UNITED STATES FLEET
HrapoUArTERS OF THE CoMMANDDN N CHIDY
MANT DEFANTWENT, WASHINGTOM, D. O

o
SECRET
=1 JE T 9 a.m. March 27, 1943.

& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

From 5:56 a.m. to 6:10 a.m, Maroh 26th, five
Liberators bombed NAURU ISLAND (Lat. 00-25 South,
Long. 166-57 East). Hits were scored on the wharf,
runway, officers' guarters and barracks area where
Tfour fires were started. 8Several grounded enemy
planes were also believed destroyed or damasged.

Radar indioatlions of two enemy planes in the
vieinity of CANTON ISLAND on the night of Merch 25th
and 26th have been reported. No further detalls are
availsble.

The submarine KINGFISH returning from patrol of
the Luzon and Formosa Aree reports sinking one large
loaded transport, a trawler and probably a cargo
vessel.

The KINGFISH suffered considerable damage by
enemy depth charge attacks.
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Cosmcn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
".‘ HrApoUARTIRS OF THE COMMANTER N CHIEF
s E E MAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C
CRET 9 a.m. March 25, 1943.

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

KAHTLI, BUIN Area was attacked at 8:35 p.m.
March 24th by three Flying Fortresses and elghteen
Avengers. A fire in the oamp viocinity was sterted.
One small enemy ship in the area was bombed with
unobserved results. No U.S. losses were susteined.

« 710 =




Conacat Fx UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEIRN ¥ Cir
MAVT DEFARTMENT, 'WASHINGTOMN, I O

SECRET

& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On Maroh 23rd, a force of Lightnings (Army P-38's)
spreyed with bullets the airbase at REEKATA BAY, SANTA
ISABFEL ISLAND. All U.S. planes returned.

During the night of March 23rd-24th, two enemy
planes attacked the bomber strlp on HENDERSON AIRFIELD,
GUADALCANAL. A bomb fell on the runway. Three Liberstors
(Army B-24's) end one Flying Fortress (Army B-17) went up
into flames. Other alreraft were damaged but our troops
were unsocathed.

9 a.m. March 24, 1943.
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CoMmNcH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
% HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

: T“""‘ DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
“— |
»
| :;///
W 4 p.m, March 23, 1943 ),

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
From an incomplete report dated March 22nd., it would

appear that FANNING ISLAND, PACIFIC OCEAN, was' shelled by
an enemy submarine.

- 308 -
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HeanguasTs OF THE CoMMANDD N CHiey

T‘" DEPARTMRENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

9 a.m. March 22. 19:&3-
UTH P, C ACTION t!

From a further report, it is now known that no
casualtles resulted from the enemy bombing of CANTON
ISLAND on Maroh 19th, menticned in yesterday's summary.
A bullding is reported damaged by a near miss.

Forty Avenger torpedo planes suoccessfully
concluded the second and final phese of a mine laying
project off EKAHILI, BUIN Area on the night of March
21st. With the exception of one Avenger, 21l planea
returned. In support of this operation, twelve
Liverstore and nine Fortresses attacked enemy
installations on EAHTLI.

A formetion of elx Dauntless dlve bombers supported
by fifteen Wildeats attacked MUNDA, NEW GEQORGIA at L:40
p.m. Merch 2lst. At the same time, a second formation
of five Dauntless dive bombers asttacked VILA, EKOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND. Heavy anti-aireraft fire was encountered and
one dive bomber wes hit., No losses were sustalned by
our forces.

_31:'?_



Comci FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
A
g ﬂ'T 10 a,m, March 21, 1943,
=Y -

. W° SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

]

» On March 19th. at 4 p.m, nine Dauntless dive bombers
and sixteen Wildeats struck VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, All

planes returned after encountering considerable anti-airecraft
fire, which damaged two planes.

At 7130 a,m, March 19th, a Dauntless dive bomber at-
tacked what is believed to be an enemy submarine near the
RUSSELL ISLANDS, with undetermined results.

On the morning of March 20th. a single Japanese plane
unsuccessfully attacked one of our convoys east northeast of
SAN CRIBTOBAL ISLAKRD en route to GUADALCANAL,

At 4150 p.m. March 20th. six Dauntless dive bombers,
supported by sixteen Wildcats, bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND.

On the same day at 5 p.m, six Dauntless dive bombers
and sixteen Wildcats attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. One fire
was started. No losses were sustained.

0n the evening of March 20th. forty-two Avenger tor-
pedo planes completed mining operations in the vieinity of
KAHILI, BUIN AREA. In support of this mission nine Fortresses
and nine Iiberators attacked enemy installations, With the
exception of one Fortress, which made a forced landing on the
water 20 miles north of RUSSELL ISLANDS, all our planes re-
turned.

Although full details are not available, it is report-
ed that an unknown number of four-engine Type 97 enemy flying
boats bombed CANTON ISLAND at 12:05 a.m. March 19th.

The Submarine HALIBUT, returning from patrol in the vi-
einity of PALAU-TRUK AREA, reports sinking one and posslible two
enemy cargo vessels in addition to a combination cargo-passenger
ghip. Total tonnage reported sunk is 30,000 tons.
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Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

1!% t:lllthHHWHﬂhﬂ WASHINGTON, D, C.
q% 9 a,m, March 20, 1943,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the afternoen of March 18th, eleven dive bombers,
escorted by fighters, attacked VILA, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND,
Although heavy antl-aireraft fire was encountered, all our
planes returned,

On the night of March 18th, TULAGI ISLAND had an air
raid alarm, No report of damage has been receiwved,

On March 20th. sixteen Wildeats (F4F-4's) strafed
enemy positions on MUNDA, NEW GECRGIA. .All our planes re-

turned.
On March 18th. an enemy plane bombed, without success,

cne of our tankers escorted by a destroyer en route to
ESPIRITU BANTO from GUADALCANAL. -

= 005 =




Cowmcs Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADCUARTIRS OF THE COMMANTER ™ Camr
s *ETIIHHMIMD\.E
XREZT 9 a.m. Maroh 19, 1943.
& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On Maroh 18th, two Flying Fortresses harassed
KAHILI, BUIN Area; BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area
and VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Results were
unobserved. Both of our planes returned.

At L:L45 p.m. March 18th, eleven Dauntless dive
bombers escorted by sixteen Wildeats bombed VILA,
EKOLOMBANGARA ISLAND starting a fire. All our planes
returned.
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Qchacn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADOUANTERS OF THE COMMANTES 0 CHIEF
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SOUTH PACI¥IC ACTION (Cont'd,)

As & result of the recent surface bombardmenta

of VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND by our light surface
units, it seems probable that the Japanese lost well

ovar Tive hundred troops.

On the night of March 16th-17th, three Liberators
harassed enemy positions on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA; VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; KAHILI, BUIN Area and BALLALE,
SHORTLAND Area. Results were unobserved.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Although accounts of the surface bombardment of VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, reported in yesterday afternoon's Sum-
mary, are incomplete, indications are that damage was con-
siderable. A search plane has reported that the VILA run-
way 1s in "terrible shape".

Two Flyilng Fortresses harassed enemy positions on the
early morning of March 16th, at KAHILI, BUIN AREA; BUEA,
BOGAINVILLE ISLAND; and MUNDA, NEW GEOHRGIA.

At 6135 a,m, March 16th. twenty Dauntless Dive Bombers,
escorted by twenty Wildcat Fighters, bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND, Results were ungbserved. All our planes returned.

on March 16th. Lightnings (P-38's) strafed the vicinity
of VIRU HARBOR, east coast of NEW GEORGIA.
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The surface bombardment by four destroyers of
enemy positions on VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, scheduled
for 2 a.m, March 16th. has been carried out in accordance
with plan. No enemy shore, air, or surface opposition was
encountered. Our task group su}ferad no casualties,
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o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On March 15th at 5:10 p.m., twelve Dauntless
dive bombers sscorted by twenty-five Wildeats bombed
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

At 5:35 p.m. on the same day, twelve Dauntless
dive bombers escorted by four Wildoats bombed VILA,
EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. All our
planes returned.
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& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On March 13th, four Lightnings strafed and destroyed
a8 small enemy eraft at Rendova Island (New Georgla Group).

On March l4th, slthough hampered by weather, three

Liberators bombed Munda, New Georgla; Shortland Area
and Vila, Kolombangara Island. All our planes returned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

(n the night of March 12th.-13th, two Liberators
harassed enemy positions on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA; VILA
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; KAHILI, BUIN AREA; and BALLALE ISLAND,
where a large fire was started. All our planes returned.

At 10120 a.m. March 13th. eighteen Dauntless dive bomb-
ers, escorted by twenty-three Wildecat Fighters, attacked the
supply dump and bivouac area on VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.
Heavy explosions and smoke were observed. No U.S. aircraft
were lost.

PACIFIC

The Submarine ALBACORE, returning from patrol, reports
as followsi-

February 20 - Sank an enemy minelayer (SIRATAKA Type,
1345 tons) in the wicinity of MANUS
ISLAND (ADMIRALTY ISLANDS) and damaged
a destroyer of the ASASHIO Class, 1500
tons.

The Submarine SAWFISH on patrol south of HONSHU reports
sinking three enemy ships, one of which was a 5,000-ton pas-
senger vessel,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

No action reports recelved.

PACIFIC

The Submarine THRESHER, returning from patrol of SUNDA
STRAIT and the MAKASSAR AREA, reports as followsi=

February 21 - Attacked a convoy in the vieinity of
KANGEAN ISLAND (north of BALI, NETHER-
LANDS EAST INDIES) and sank a 7,000~
ton enemy cargo vessel and probably
sank a 12,000-ton transport.

Mareh 2 - Sank a 7,000-ton loaded tanker off
LARI LARIAN (off east coast of EORNED).
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On March 11th. between 7147 p.m, and 9:35 p.m. two
enemy planes dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL near the
METAPONA RIVER (east of KOLI POINT) without damage or cas-

ualties.

(n the early morning of March 1l2th, three Liberators
harassed enemy positions on BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA;
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, and MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

At 8:08 p.m, March 12th, twenty-one Avenger torpedo
planes attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Two fires were started,
One plane failed to return.
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(n the early morning of March 1lth. three PB4Y's
(Navy Consolidated bombers) bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA;
BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA; VILA, KOLOMBANGARA 18-
LAND; with unobserved results., All planes returned,

The Submarine PERMIT reports sinking two enemy
freighters and damaging one, in addition to destroying

an enemy sampan,
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On the early morning of March 10th, two PB4Y's
(Navy Consolidated Bombers) harassed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA;
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; and KAHILI, BUIN AREA. One of
these planes reported three Naval vessels firing from 2:15
a,m, to 3:09 a.m, The locality of these gun flashes is in-
definite,

At 7345 a.m. on the same morning eighteen Dauntless
Dive Bombers and eleven Avenger Torpedo Planes, escorted by
thirty-one Wildcat Fighters, attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA IS-
LAND, B8everal large fires were started., All our planes re-
turned.

At 1:10 p.m, March 10th, about ten enemy dive bombers,
escorted by twelve Navy Zeros, were intercepted by our planes
in the viecinity of the RUSSELL ISLANDS, One enemy bomber and
three Zeros were destroyed. The enemy attack, apparently in-
tended for our positions on the RUSSELL ISLANDS, was frustrated,

GUADALCANAL Radio reported gunfire on the horizon north
of PAVUVU ISLAND, RUSSBELL ISLANDS, at 8:45 p.m. March 10th.,
Further details have not as yet been receiwved,

PACIFIC
The Submarine SWORDFISH reports two, possibly three,

hits on an ASAMA MARU type ship (16,975-ton passenger vessel)
105 miles northwest of the north end of FORMOSA.
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On the night of March 7th. a lone Japanese plane dropped
gEEiLbambs harmlessly in the water off LUNGA POINT, GUADAL=-

Early on the morning of March 9th., three Liberators
(B-24's) bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA; BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA;
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA; and VILA, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND, Results
were not observed. All our planes returned.

Later in the marninf of March 9th., eleven Avengers
(Grumman Torpedo Planes) and eighteen Dauntless (Douglas

Dive Bombers), escorted by thirty-one Wildcats (Grumman
Fighters), bombed MUNDA Airfield, NEW GEORGIA, The Avengers
took as thelr target the supply and bivouac areas and started
three large fires. The Dauntless Dive Bombers blasted anti-
aireraft positions dropping 18 - 1000-1b. bombs and scored
hits on them. All our planes returned,
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During the night of March 7th.-8th,, our planes from
GUADALCANAL harassed enemy airfields at KAHILI, BUIN AREA;
BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA; MUNDA in the NEW GEORGIA Group

VILA on KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND; and REKATA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND,

Heavy and fragmentation bombs were dropped with un-
observed results, All our planes returned.
SOUTEWEST PACIFIC
The Submarine TRITON, operating in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC,
constituted itself a one-ship "wolf pack" and sank four of

five cargo ships and damaged a fifth ship in an enemy naval
escorted convoy.of five ships.
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On March 7th. nine PB4Y¥'s (Navy Consclidated Bombers)
bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREAj
KAHILI, BUIN AREA; and an enemy cargo vessel at KIETA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were unobserved.
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A search plans bombed enemy installations at VIRU
HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA, on March 5th.

Enemy planes ralded TULAGI ISLAND on the night of
March Sth.-6th., killing two and wounding eleven men,

Five Liberators bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA, and three
Liberators bombed BALLALE ISLAND in the early. morning of
March 6th, Fires were started

On March 6th. at 7 a.m, 69 planes of the SARATOGA
Group bombed and strafed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. The runway
at MUNDA is reported as unserviceable as a result of the
surface bombardment.

Twelve enemy dive bombers, escorted by twenty-five
Zeros, attacked our positionson RUSSELL ISLANDS on the af-
ternoon of March 6th, Four Alrcobras intercepted and shot
down four of the enemy dive bombers and probably one other.
fur material damage and casualties were extremely light,
All our planes returned.

A Dauntless dive bomber on anti-submarine patrol was
attacked by five Zeros. Although damaged, the plane returned
to 1ts base.

Two of our ships en route from GUADALCANAL to NOUMEA
were unsuccessfully attacked by high-level enemy bombers.
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The following additional information has been received
on the sinking of the two enemy cruilsers and the surface bom-
bardment of VILA, KOLOMBANGARA IBLAND, and MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA,
reported in yesterday afterncon's Summary:-

Although identification of the enemy ships was
difficult due to the range (8,000 yards) and dark-
ness, they are beliesved to have been two light cruis-
érs or two destroyers. The enemy was engaged in KULA
GULF, NEW GEORGIA, at 1102 a.m. March 6th, at a mean
range of 8,500 yards, The first ship blew up within
two minutes, burned and sank in approximately twenty-
five minutes. The second sank in about five minutes.
Fire from the enemy ships was weak apparently due to
surprise.

The bombardment of shore installations was com-
pleted according to plan., One large and many small
fires resulted. The enemy's fire from shore instal-
latlions was light and sporadie. There were no casual-
ties to our ships or personnel,

On the early morning of March 5th, a Hudson bomber on
a search mission bombed BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA.

At 7115 a.m. March 5th. ten Avenger torpedc planes,
escorted by fifteen Wildcats, bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
Several small fires were started., All our planes returned,.

On the same morning nine PB4Y's (Navy Consoclidated
bombers) falled to locate enemy shipping in the BUIN AREA
and, as an alternative, two planes of this group bombed BﬁIH
with undetermined rasuits. Two of our planes falled to return,
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A brief report indicates that TASK FORCE 68
ccns:l.uting of the Light Cruisers MONTPELIER, ELE‘-fﬁLAHD
and seven destroyers, commanded hy Rear Aﬂ-
S5ra erlal successfully completed the surface bome
bardment of ‘lFiLﬂ., KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND and MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA, during the night of 5-6 March and alao sank two
enemy 1ight crulsers.
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At 7140 a.m., March 3rd. two of our fighter planes
strafed an enemy cutter in the SOLOMONS AREA. The enemy

vessel was left burning,

On the night of March 3rd., two enemy planes dropped
bombs on GUADALCANAL, There were no casualties or damage.

On the early morning of March 4th, four Liberators
bombed EKAHILI and two bombed BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA. Re-
sults were unobserved. All planes returned,

At 7130 a.m, March 4th. twelve Dauntless dive bombers
(8BD's), escorted by fifteen Wildcats (F4F-4's), attacked
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Four fires were started, Our fighters
on their return to the base strafed VIRU HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA.

All planes returned,
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During the early morning of March 3ird. ten PB4¥'s
{Navy Consolidated Bombers) on an attack mission apainst
enemy shipping in the BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA, were unable
to locate their target. As an alternative, four planes
bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA; two attacked ?ILi KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group; and one bombed BALLALE, SHORT-
LAND AﬁEA, with unobserved results. All planes returned.

At 7:10 a,m, March 3ird, a Flying Fortress attacked an
enemy submarine 100 miles northwest of NANDI, FIJI ISLANDS,
with unobserved results.

(n the same morning at 10:30 a.m, ten Dauntless dive
bombers (8BED's), escorted by sixteen Wildcats (F4F-4's),
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, A fire was started. All our
planes returned.

A later report indicates that the unidentified wvessel
reported in yesterday's Summary as probably sunk by enemy

submarine actlon made port safely with one torpedo hit on
her starboard side.
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A Hudson bomber, returning from a weather ocbservation
flight, dropped 1light fragmentation bombs on MUNDA, NEW
GEOHGIIL, in the early morning of March 2nd,

The Submarine SNAPPER reports sinking an 8,000-ton
tanker in the NEN BRITAIN-NEW HANOVER AREA,

An unidentified vessel has been reported as probably

sunk by enemy submarine action 445 miles east of NOUMEA, NEW
CALEDONIA,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On March 1st. at 5:15 p.m. seventeen Dauntless dive
bombers (8BED's), escorted by nine Wildcats (F4F-4's), at-
tacked MUNDA, Hﬂ:ﬂ GEORGIA. A number of fires were started.
All our planes returned,
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From 4:15 a.m. to 4150 a.m, and at 5:35 a,m., February
28th, nine Navy Liberators (PB4Y's) attacked KAHILI and
BALLALE Airdromes, BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA, in support of
Avenger torpedo pianea which bombed enemy shipping off BUIN,
One Avenger scored four 500-1b. bomb hits on an enemy cargo
vessel which blew up., Due to & haze seven of our Avengers
were unable to locate the enemy shipping and bombed the KAHILI
AREA as an alternate target. Large fires, visible for 80
miles, were started, An enemy plane on the ground was blown
up. One Avenger falled to return to its base.

: (n the morning of February 28th. a Hudson patrol plane
bombed MUNDA, with uncbserved results,

At 7:45 a.m, February 28th, fifteen Dauntless dive
bombers, escorted by sixteen Wildeats (F4F-4's) and eight
Lightnings (P-38's), struck VILA, KOLOMBANGARA, NEW GEORGIA
Group, Three fires were started, All our planes returned,

Detalls on the patrol of the Submarine GATO, reported
in yesterday's Summary, are as follows:-

January 21 - Scored two torpede hits on an 8,700-ton
transport north of BOUGAINVI STRAITS.
Four hours later the ship was seen burn-
ing flercely and is consldered destroyed.

January 25 = In the same locality scored two hits on
an unldentified target, believed to be
a crulser, escorted by a destroyer,

January 29 = In the same locality sank a 7,000-ton
freighter,

February 15 - Near OEMA ISLAND, BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS,
sank an 8,000-ton freighter.

February 19 - In the same vicinity sank an 8,000-ton
freighter.
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On the afterncon of February 26th. a Kingfisher (0520)
depth charged a possible enemy submarine with indefinite re-
sults off CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL,

At 4 ?.m. on February 27th. seventeen Dauntless dive
bombers (BBD's), escorted by fifteen Wildcats (F4F-4's), at-
tacked MUNDA GEORGIA. One large and two small fires were
started., All our planes returned,

At 5140 p.,m. on February 27th. fourteen Dauntless dive
bombers, escorted by eleven Lightnings (P-38's), six Warhawks
(Ph40'si, and seven Corsalrs (F4U's), attacked an enemy trans-
port escorted by two corvettes off ?ﬁLLA LAVELLA, NEW GEORGIA
Group. Two 1000-1b., two 500-1b, and one 100=1b, bomb hits
were scored on the transport which was left burning flercely.
One corvette was hit and left burning and a float Zero shot
down with one more probable. Two of our fighter planes are
missing and two Corsairs collided upon returning to their base.
The pilot of one i1s reported safe.

The Submarine GATO, returning from patrol of the SO0LO-
MONS AREA, reports sinking three large enemy cargo ships, in
addition to a large transport, and damaging a cruiser.

PACIFIC

The Submarine TROUT, returning from patrol of the SO0UTH
CHINA SEA, reports as followsi-

Jamuary 11 - Scored two torpedo hits and severely
damaged a moored 17,500-ton tanker
(EYOKUYO MARU) off MIRI, northwest
coast of BORNEO.

January 18 - Bank two 25-ton schooners by gunfire off
?ﬁgﬁgﬂﬁ BAY, east coast of FRENCH INDO-
c .

January 21 - Bank a 4,000-ton frelghter off CAMHANH

BAY, east coast of FRENCH INDO-CHINA.

Possihly damaged a 17,500-ton tanker

(NISSHIN MARU) off LUTONG, MIRI, north-

west coast of BORNEO.

February 14 - Sank a 7,700-ton tanker with torpedoes
and gunfire 110 miles southwest of
MACABSAR, CELEBES.
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On February 26th. at 12:15 p.m, a fighter sweep by six
Corsairs (F4U's), eight Warhawks (P-40's), and twelve Light-
nings (P-38's) was made over the airdrome at KAHILI, BUIN,
SHORTLAND AREA. No enemy planes nor anti-aireraft fire were
encountered.

On the early afternocon of February 26th. eighteen
Dauntless dive bombers (SBD's), escorted by sixteen Wildcats
(F4F-4's), bombed MUNDA, NEW GéDRGIL One enemy plane on the
ground was destroyed, enemy anti-aircraft fire was silenced,
and four large and many small fires were started. All our
planes returned.
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No aectlon reports receilved.

PACIFIC

The Submarine GREYLING, returning from patrol, reports
as follows:-

January 15 - Sank 120-ton schooner in night attack with
guns in CELEEES BEA.

January 26 - Sank 3,800-ton freighter with one torpedo hit
in night attack off northeast coast of
MINDORO ISLAND,

January 27 - Sank 4,500-ton passenger-freighter with two
torpedo hits in daylight attack off north-
east coast of MINDORO ISLAND,

February 1l- Scored one torpedo hit in 6,000-ton freight-
er (believed sunk) in convoy off entrance
to MANILA BAY,
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On February 25th. 17 Dauntless {Duu?las dive bombers),
escorted by 12 Wildecats (Grumman fighters) and 3 Lightnings
(Lockheed fighters), hit VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, REW
GEORGIA, with 17 - 1000-1b, bombs from 3,500 feet. One large

and two small fires were started. One of the Lightnings
made a forced landing in the waters off SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

A rescue plane has been despatched to rescue the pilot.

On February 25th. 8 Liberators (Consolidated B-24's)
paired off and bombed KAHILI, FAISI, and other objectives
in the SHORTLAND AREA. Visibility conditions over target
areas prevented observatlon of results. All our planes re-

turned.
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In the enemy rald of February 2l1st, on TULAGI, FLORIDA
ISLAND, reported in yesterday afterncon's Summary, five men
were killed and light materiel damage was sustained.

A GUADALCANAL search plane on February 22nd. scored
depth charge hits on an enemy barge loaded with Japanesze off
CHOISEUL ISLAND,

In the late afternoon of February 22nd. Lightnings
(P-38's), Airacobras (P-39's), and Corsairs (F4U's) strafed
HREEATA EiY AREA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND,

On the night of February 22nd-23rd. four PB4Y's (Navy
Liberators) singly and at intervals bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA,
and MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Fires were started. All our planes
returned.

A fighter strip on GUADALCANAL was bombed by a single
enemy plane in the early morning of February 23rd. One man
was killed and five wounded. 8ix of our Corsairs on the
ground were damaged.

On the morning of February 23ird. a Catalina (PBY)
damaged an enemy submarine 300 miles northeast of GUADALCANAL.

The Submarine POMPANO, returning from patrol, reports
sinking 10,000 tons and damaging 22,000 tons of enemy shipping.
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At 12:45 a.m, February 21st, ESPIRITU SANTO exper=
lenced a light air raid by enemy planes,

On the afternoon of February 2lst. twelve torpedo
planes and twelve dive bombers, escorted by eighteen fight-
ers, attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, Fires were started,

An incomplete report indicates TULAGI, FLORIDA ISLAND,
was ralded h% enemy planes on the night of February 21st,
and the HALAVO ammunition dump was set on fire.

The Submarine ALBACORE sank a 1350-ton minelayer on
February 20th. north of HERMIT ISLAND (northwest of ADMIR-
ALTY ISLANDS) in addition to damaging an escorting destroy-
er, which was left stopped and burning.

An incomplete report indicates that the Submarine
HUNNER torpedoed five cargo vessels and possibly several
others, The submarine is returning from the Japanese Em-
pire patrol area due to damage sustained by depth charges
and bombs.
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On February 2lst. at 4:40 a.m. an Avenger torpedo
plane depth charged a suspected enemy submarine with in-
definite results 7 miles northeast of LUNGA POINT,
GUADALCANAL,

On February 22nd. from 1145 a.m. to 3:105 a.m, MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA, was attacked by three Liberators. Two fires
were 3tarta&.

VILA, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group, was
attacked by two Liberators at 1:35 a.m, and 2:55 a.m.
February 22nd. Results were unobserved.

- 296 -




Commecn Fiug UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUANTERS OF THE COMMANDER B oy

SE%@:EET s chold

4 p.m., February 22, 1943,

S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont!

The Submarine GRENADIER, returning from patrol of
the JAVA SEA, reports as followst-

January 10 - Bank by gunfire a 60-ton schoocner 25
miles north of SURABAYA, JAVA.

January 12 = Sank a 750=-ton steamer and damaged a
500-ton loaded barge 65 miles south-
east of SALEIER, CELEBES.

January 22 - Damaged two frelghters south of
EALIKPAPAN, BORNEO,
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On February 2l1st. twelve Avenger Torpedo Planes and
twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers, escorted by nine Corsairs
(F4U's) and eight Warhawks (P40's), bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
Fires were started. All our planes returned with the excep-
tion of one Warhawk which was forced down southwest of BURAKU
ISLAND (30 miles west of RUSSELL ISLANDS).

PACIFIC,

The Submarine TARPON, returning from patrol off HONSHU
(Japanese Empire), reports sinking a 9,000-ton loaded enemy
cargo vessel and scoring four hits on an unidentified ship.

The Submarine PICKEREL, returning from patrol off
HONSHU (Japanese Empire), reports sinking one enemy cargo
vessel.
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A delayed report indicates that during the night of
February 18-19 a foree of 26 Liberators (Army B-24's) and
6 Liberators (Navy PB4Y's) harassed MUNDA and VILA Airfields.

At MUNDA a total of 36 - 500-1b, and 60 - 100-1b,
bombs were dropped. Two fires were started. The enemy
anti-aireraft fire was heavy and accurate.

At VILA two Liberators dropped 12 - 500-1b. and
20 - 100-1b. bombs, One fire was started.

All of our planes in these attacks returned safely.

VILA Airfield was hit during the night of February
19-20 by 8 Liberators (Navy PB4Y's). Our planes were met by
searchlight illuminaticn and heavy anti-aircraft fire from
the field. A total of 47 - 500-1b., and & - 100-1b, bombs were
dropped. A large fire was started and the runway was reported
hit and put out of commission, All our planes returned,

On the morning of February 20th., MUNDA Airfield was
struck by 12 Avengers (Grumman Torpedo Planes) and 18 Dauntless
(Douglas Dive Bombers), escorted by 8 Alracobras (P-39's) and
24 Wildeats (Grumman F4F-4's), In spite of heavy and accurate
anti-aircraft fire, 18 - 500-1b. and 167 - 100-1b, bombs were
dropped on the runway and hits were scored on anti-aircraft
installations. A large fire was started at the southeast end
of the runway. One Dauntless was forced to land in the water,
but later the oeccupants were observed in a rubber boat, All
other planes returned.

On the morning of February 2lst, the RUSSELL ISLANDS,
25 miles northwest of CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL, were occupied
by a force of our Army, Navy and Marine troops totaling about
4,000 men, Up to late afternoon of February 21lst. the enemy
was apparently unaware of our movement,

The Submarine GROWLER, now safely in port, reports that
during the night of February 7th., she chased a gunboat making
17 knots. Upon closing, the enemy trled to ram the GROWLER.
Instead the GROWLER rammed and probably sank the gunboat. Dur-
ing the encounter the Commanding Officer of the submarine, one
other officer, and the seaman lookout were killed and two others
wounded by machine gunfire. The GROWLER returned despite a
bullet hole in the conning tower hatch, mumercus cable leaks
and loss of lighting facilities.
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The SUBMARINE TUNA returning from patrol reports
sinking an 8000-ton cargo ship and damaging one 6500-ton
tanker and a 6000-ton cargo ship., These attacks were made
in the wvicinity of VELLA GULF, NEW GEORGIA ISLANDS.
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During the night of February 19th. ten dive bombers
escorted by fourteen fighters bombed MUNDA and VILA
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. We had no losses.,

The Japanese torpede plane attack on our Task Force
on February 17th. 20 miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND
was a complete failure. Of the seven enemy planes that
attacked, five crashed in flames., No damage or casualties
were suffered by our ships.
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At 11 p,m, February 16th, one of three Liberators
bombed EUIN, SHORTLAND AREA. Ome plane failed to return.

At 10:45 p.m. February 16th, cne of three planes
bombed BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA. Results were not observed.
One plane falled to return.
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An incomplete report indicates that on February 17th.
between B:105 and 8:35 p.m. a Task Force composed of four
transports, one oller, and six destroyers was attacked by
seven enemy torpedo pianes 20 miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL
ISLAND. Results are unknown. Subsequently, word was re-
ceived that this Task Foree arrived at its destination
(GUADALCANAL) at 7:15 a,m, February 18th,
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On February 17th at 5 p.m. thirteen Dauntless Dive
Bombers, escorted by sixteen Wildcats (F4F-4's) and eight
Aircobras (P-39's), bombed MUNDA, NEW GRORGIA. Two fires
were started. All our planes returned,

During the night of February 17th., VILA PLANTATION,
KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group, was bombed.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Operations in the SOLOMONS were limited to minor air
activity in the BUIN-SHORTLAND Area. One of three planes
reached and bombed BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Ares on the
-;;ni ni February 15th. One plane failed to return from
this salon.

A Libverator bomber attacked KAHILI, BUIN-SHORTLAND
Area on the evening of February 15th. One of several
accompanying planes failed to return.

The submarine GUARDFISH returning from patrol reports
elnking two enemy destroyers and one 9,000 ton cargo
vessel during the perlod January 12th-23rd in the waters
of the BISMARCE ARCHIFPELAGO.

The submarine HADDOCE returning from patrol off HONSHU,
Japanese Empire reports sinking one loaded oil tanker end a
cargo vessel totalling 13,300 tons.

The submarine FLYING FISH reports sinking two enemy

cargo vessels totalling 13,000 tone in the CAROLINE ISLANDS
Area.
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At 10:05 a.m. February 15th, six Marauders (B-26's),
escorted by eight Alrcobras (P-39's) and two Warhawks
(P-40's), bombed VILA PLANTATION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW
GEORGIA Group, Fires were started.

At 11:25 a.m, February 15th. MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, was
bombed by fifteen Dauntless Dive Bombers (SED's) and nine
Avenger Torpedo Planes (TEF's), escorted by fifteen Wild-
cats (F4F-4's)., At 4:30 p.m. eleven Dauntless Dive Bombers
and seven Avenger Torpedc Planes, escorted by fifteen Wild-
cats and three Corsairs (F4U's), again bombed MUNDA.

All of our plenes returned from these operations,
although two Marauders and one Avenger were damaged by
anti-aircraft fire.
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On February l4th. at 8145 a.m. eighteen Dauntless
Dive Bombers and three Avenger Torpedo Planes, escorted
by six Wildcats (F4F-4's) and five Aircobras P-39's),
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A large fire was started, All
of our planes returned. Later that day five Aircobras and
eleven Wildecats strafed MUNDA.

At noon February l4th, nine PB4Y¥'s (Navy Liberators)
escorted by twelve Corsairs (F4U's) and ten Lightnings (p-38's),
attacked a large enemy cargo vessel off BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA.
Three hits were scored. Twenty-five to thirty enemy planes
attacked our planes. Eleven Zeros were shot down and two
probable. In addition to two of our bombers being shot down,
six fighters failed to return.

R

On GUADALCANAL ground operations consist of patrolling,
policing, and salvage. An occasional Japanese is killed or
captured by our patrols.
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On February 13th. at 11:30 a.m, nine Liberators
(B-24's), escorted by eleven Corsairs (F4U's) and four
Lightnings (P-38's), attacked an enemy cargo vessel es-
corted by a destroyer and a cruiser or a destroyer leader
20 miles southeast of FAISI, SHORTLAND AREA, No hits were
scored. All of our planes returned.

At 12:45 p.m, February 13th., three Liberators, es-
corted by four Lightnings and seven Warhawks (P-40's),
attacked an enemy cargo vessel between MOILA POINT and
BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA. One hit was scored. In addition to
heavy and accurate anti-aireraft fire, our planes encount-
ered 30 land-based and 15 float Zeros., Eight Zeros were
shot down. We lost one bomber and one fighter by anti-
alreraft fire, Two bombers and two fighters were shot down
by enemy planes,

At 5120 p.m. February 13th., seventeen Dauntless Dive
Bombers (SED's) and two Avanfar Torpedo Planes (TBF's), es-
corted by fourteen Wildcats (F4F-4's), bombed MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA, Hits were scored on anti-aircraft batteries and
several fires started. All of our planes returned.

In the final offensive on GUADALCANAL which began on
January 15th. our troops killed 6,066 Japanese and captured
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On February 12th. between 1:25 a.m, and 2120 a.m.
& Catalina made harassing attacks on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
Later that morning, at 7:140, seventeen Dauntless Dive
Bombers (SBD's), escorted by eleven Wildeats (FaF-41g)
and four Lightnings (P-38's), bombed MUNDA., A fire was
started and a gun position was destroyed. Again, at 2130
p.m., three Marauders (B-26's), escorted by six Aircobras
(P—3§'s}, bombed MUNDA. From these missions all of our
planes returned,

On February 12th, a Catalina harassed VILA PLANTA-
TIBE, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEQORGIA, from 2:05 a.m. to
3125 a.m,
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At 5 p.m, February 1llth, four Marauders (B-26's),
escorted by six Aircobras (P-39's) and three Lightnings
(P-38's), bombed VILA PLANTATION, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND,
NEW GEORGIA Group. A large fire was started. One enemy
plane was shot down.

The Submarine GATO reports sinking an enemy cargo
vessel in BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT on January 29th.
1) PACIF

A U.S., Cargo Vessel (Liberty Ship) was torpedoed
on February 9th. 160 miles east by south of SIDNEY,
AUSTRALIA.
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At 10:45 a,m, on February 1llth, four Marauders
(B-26's), escorted by two Lightnings (P-38's) and eight
Alreobras (P-39's), attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, Fires
were started in the vicinity of bivouac areas. No air-
craft opposition was encountered. Although our planes
recelved heavy anti-alrcraft fire, they all returned

to thelr base,
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)
(n February 9th. the Japanese forces on GUADALCANAL
ceased all organized resistance. A junction was effected
between our main body of troops and our enveloping force
east of CAPE ESPERANCE. Operations against isolated groups
of enemy resistance are continuing, The organization of
our beach defenses is about completed. We are progressing
with the salvage and recovery of captured enemy equipment,

On February 10th., a GUADALCANAL reconnalssance plane
shot down a medium twin-engine bomber over CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On the night of February 9th.-10th, a Catalina exeec-
uted harassing attacks on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA,

On February 10th. our planes again attacked MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA. All planes returned.

BACIFIC
The Submarine TUNNY, returning from patrol of the
EAST CHINA SEA, reports s g ore 6,600-ton enemy cargo

vessel and damaging 25,000 tons of enemy shipping.
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In all sectors on GUADALCANAL the enemy withdrew when-
ever pressure was applied. Our ground troops advanced to
one=half mile west of the SEGILAU RIVER against 1light oppo-
sition. Our patrols are active in the vieinity of DOMA
COVE. Troops commencing operations several days age from
NUGU POINT (northwest coast of GUADALCANAL) have advanced
to VIBALE., A large amount of enemy equipment has been cap-
tured, including boats, new anti-tank guns, personnel land
mines, and ordnance equipment ineluding a spherical gas bomb,
The remaining enemy forces are now confined to about ten
miles of the coast line.

At 5:35 p.m, on February 9th. two Marauders (B-26's),
escorted by three Lightnings (P-38's), and six Aircobras
(P-40's), bombed VILA PLANTATION, KGLE“BiHG&RA ISLAND, NEW
GEORGIA Group, with unknown resuits,

At 5130 p.m. on the same day nine Dauntless Dive Bombers,
sixteen Wildcats and three Lightnings attacked MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA. A large fire was started.

Two Alrcobras strafed and sank an enemy barge off

HOOPER BAY, RUSSELL ISLANDS, Drums (apparently fuel) were
also destroyed north of BAISEN ISLAND, RUSSELL ISLANDS,
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On February 7th.-8th. our ground troops on GUADALCANAL
advanced their line along the UMASANI RIVER, In this move-
ment 14 Japanese were killed, 1 captured, and a large radio
station came into our possession.

Cur position at TITI has been consolidated and recon-
naissance from there continues. Our outpost line in this sec-
tor is now 500 yards northeast of MAROVOVO MISSION. In this
forward push 20 Japanese were killed,

Our air forces bombed MUNDA Airfield, NEW GEORGIA, on
February 8th. Results were undetermined,

The Submarine SWORDFISH, while on war patrol in the

Southwest Pacific, has been damaged by bombs and is now en
route under own power to PEARL HAREOH.
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On February 7th. bad weather in the SOLOMONE AREA
prevented ailr attacks on enemy positions., However, in
the late afternoon 15 Dauntless Dive Bombers and 20
Grumman Fighters attacked 19 Japanese destroyers 20 miles
south of RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group (approximately
180 miles northwest of KENDERSON FIELD, GUADALCANAL), Hits
were reported on two destroyers and two of the fifteen Zeros
escorting the formation were shot dewn. All of our planes
returned, A delay, due to loeal bad weather, forced a can-
cellation of a fnliowhup attack on this surface force.

It was reported on February 7th., that the Submarine
GROWLER, on war patrol in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC, had been
rammed éy an enemy ship. Her bow and forward torpedo tubes
were wrecked. Casualtles were reported. Bhe is returning,
under her own power, to her base,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Operations on GUADALCANAL limited to patrol amctivity
are progressing satisfectorily. Our forces have established
a strong position in the vicinity of TITI (one halfl mile
west of MOROVOVO).

A deleyed report indicetes that patrol planes from the
girecraeft carrier SARATOGA destroyed four type 1 Mitsubishi
bombers between February 2nd and February Lth.

On the morning of February &6th smell groups of our
planes bombed VILLA PLANTATION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW

GEORGIA Group.
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n the forenoon of February 5th. an enemy force was
reported 400 miles southeast of TRUK consisting of twoe
aircraft carriers, one battleship, four cruisers, and
twelve destroyers heading 240°, speed 25, Up to this time
no further information on this force has been received.

On February 6th. at 5 p.m. eleven Dauntless Dive
Bombers, escorted by twenty-two Wildeats (F4F-4's), bombed
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, with undetermined results. All of our

planes returned,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the night of February 3rd. GUADALCANAL was ralded
twice by single enemy planes.

The advance to the northwest on GUADALCANAL continues
w%;gnpntrul units operating as far forward as the UMASANI
R &

Delayed reports indicate that MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, was
attacked by our planes on the morning and evening of ﬁqbrunr?
jrd. Dive bombers with fighter escort bombed VILA PLANTATION,
gu&nﬂBAHGARL, NEW GEORGIA Group, on the morning of February

rd.

A flying fortress on a search mission was attacked by
Ehrua Earca. One enemy plane was shot down and our plane
amaged.
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On the morning of February 4th. MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA,
was bombed by twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers ZSBD':}. Hits
were scored on runway revetments, dispersal areas, and on
a pler., Beveral fires were ntnr%ed.

Incomplete reports indicate that at 4 p.m. February
4th. thirteen Avenger Torpedo Planes and seven Dauntless
Dive Bombers, escorted by eight Alrcobras (P-40's), four
Lightnings (P-38's), and fifteen Wildcats (F4F-4's), attack-
ed a formation of 26 enemy destroyers protected by éS Zeros
about 200 miles northwest of LUNGA, GUADALCANAL. One enemy
destroyer is reported sunk and another badly damaged. Later,
a destroyer was observed burning badly. Seven Zeros were
shot down and five others probably destroyed. We lost four
torpedo planes, one dive bomber, and one fighter,

Later, at 5130 p.m. thirteen Dauntless Dive Bombers,
escorted by ten Wildecats and four Warhawks, attacked 18 enemy
destroyers covered by 25 Zeros. Two hits were scored on one
destroyer and one hit on another. Ten enemy planes ware shot
down and two others probably destroyed. We lost three fight-
ers and one dive bomber 1s misasing.

On GUADALCANAL our troops have advanced one-half mile
beyond TABSAFARONGA. A force of our troops landed at VERAHUE,
northwest coast of GUADALCANAL, and advanced without opposi-
tion to TITI (one-=half mile west of MAROVOVO) where they ea-
tablished contmct with a strong enemy force of approximately
1,000 troops.
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The Submarine TAUTOG, returning from patrol of the
BANDA SEA, NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, reports as follows:—

December 25 - Probably sank one 5,000-ton enemy cargo
'vessel 15 miles northwest of DILLI,
TIMOR.

January 9 - Damaged with two torpedo hits a NATORI
Class heavy cruiser off AMBON ISLAND.

January 11 - Damaged a 5,000-ton naval auxiliary,

January 22 - Sank a 1,9&6—tﬂn passenger-freighter
east of SALEIER STRAIT.
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The following supplements the night action report of
February lst-2nd included in the morning Summary of February
3rd:-

Our motor torpedo bomts engaged a number of
enemy destroyers in the vicinity of CAPE ESPERANCE
and senk one destroyer definitely and probably
another. A third destroyer wes demaged. We lost
three motor torpedo boats instead of five as
pPreviously reported.

An enalysls of alr and motor torpedo boat
reports indicates that probably three destroyers
were sunk out of a force of more than twenty that
were engaged in the reinforcement operation.

On the night of February lst-2nd five enemy raids were
made on GUADALCANAL by groups of one to four planes. A bomber
strip was damaged. Enemy planes again railded GUADALCANAL on
the night of February 2nd. Casualties or damage, if any, were

not reported. Prs ﬁ.&?m.j ,Tmﬂ-p/‘}_, o g

Qur troops on GUADALCANAL have advanced to elevated
positions beyond the BONEGI RIVER. Considerable enemy equip-
ment has been captured. Our patrols accounted for 39 Japanese
on February 2nd. Sixteen enemy barges were strafed by one of
our fighters near ARULIGO POINT, northwest comst of GUADALCANAL.

On February 2nd at 5:10 p.m. six Flying Fortresses
(B-17'8), escorted by seven Lightnings (P-38's) and three War-
hawks (P-40's), bombed and scored hits on a large enemy cargo
vessel off SHORTLAND ISLAND. The vessel was left listing end
burning fiercely. Our planes were intercepted by twenty enemy
Tighters. Nine or possibly ten enemy planes were shot down.
All of our planes returned.

On the evening of February 2nd a force of dive bombers
end torpedo planes attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, starting
several fires and explosions.
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At & a.m, February 2nd. 10 Dauntless Dive Bombers
and 11 Avenger Torpedo Planes, escorted by 20 Wildeat
Fighters, attacked 16 enemy destroyers 19 miles northeast
of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. One 500-1b.
bomb hit was scored on one destroyer and near misses on

another. One of our torpedo planes was damaged by anti-
aireraft fire and its gunner killed.
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Our advance to the northwest on GUADALCANAL against
stiff enemy resistance continues. The BONEGI RIVER was
crossed. On February lst. 60 Japanese were killed, . _ .fev J"»-«-«;/h "Vu

On the night of February lst.-2nd, our forces at
GUADALCANAL sank at least one enemy destroyer and damaged
several more of a group of 20 destroyers attempting to re-
inforce GUADALCANAL,

On the morning of February 2nd. 19 enemy destroyers
were observed approaching FAISI, SHORTLAND AREA, ineluding
one destroyer in tow. Five of our motor torpedo boats have
been lost in a night action off CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL,

On February lst. there were at least 20 enemy planes
destroyed. We lost 10 planes.

In a rald by the enemy on GUADALCANAL at noon February
lst. one bomb hit was scored on a bomber strip.

At about 5 p.m. January 29th., the 5.5. SAMUEL GOMPERS
was torpedoed and sank about 115 miles south of NOUMEA,
NEW CALEDONIA.

The Submarine GREENLING, returning from patrol of waters
in the BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO, in addition to damages previously
reported, reports as follows:-

January 10th, - Damaged by torpedo an empty tanker.
January 16th. - Sank by gunfire a small escort tug.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
Delayed reports indicate that:-

On January 26th. Army planes bombed and scored
near misses on an enemy cargo vessel at TARAWA IS-
LAND, GILBERT ISLAND Group.

At 9350 a.m, January 30th. MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA,
was bombed by four Marauders (B-26's) and again at
1:45 p.m. the same date by Marauders and Flying Fort-
resses (B-17's). Fires were started,

On January 3lst. one of our destroyvers shelled four
enemy barges off CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL. Our ground
troops on GUADALCANAL continued to advance, thoroughly mopping
up pockets of enemy resistance,

An incomplete report indicates that about 3:30 p.m.
February lst. 10 enemy dive bombers, escorted by 30 Zeros
attacked and sank the Destroyer DEHAVEN off CAPE ESPERANCE,
GUADALCANAL, Three enemy bombers and twelve Zeros were shot
down, Two of our fighter planes were shot down.

On February lst. at 8 a,m, Twelve Dauntless Dive Bomb-
ers (SBD's) and four Avengers (torpedo planes), escorted by
seven Wildcats (F4F-4), bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. We lost
two of our dive bombers.

On February lst. 17 Dive Bombers and 7 Torpedo Planes
escorted by 4 Lightnings (P-38's), 4 Warhawks (P-40's), 4 Air-
cobras (P-39's), and 5 Wildeats (F4F-4's), attacked a forma-
tlon of four enemy destroyers (locality not reported, but prob-
ably in NORTHERN SOLOMONE AREA). Numerous hits were scored
and two destroyers are believed sunk. A third destroyer was
left afire. Our torpedo planes were attacked by 10 Zeros.

Two Zeros were shot down. One of our fighter planes is missing,

Early on January 29th. a force of 400 light-armed
-Tnpnn?aa landed at BAISEN ISLAND (northeast RUSSELL ISLANDS
Group).

The Submarine GUARDFISH reports sinking two enemy des-

troyers off NEW HANOVER, BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO, and an enemy
transport off RABAUL,
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At 8140 a,m, February lst, nine Flying Fortresses
(B-17's), escorted by five Warhawks (P-40's) and four
Lightnings (P-38's), bombed a large enemy cargo vessel
off SHORTLANRD IS . Three direct hits were scored. All
of our planes returned although four Fortresses were dam-
aged by heavy anti-aircraft fire.

A second wave of four Flying Fortresses despatched
to attack shipping at BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA, were attacked
by 20 Zeros. Three of our planes are nissing. The fourth

returned badly damaged.

BACIFIC

The Bubmarine TROUT reports sinking on January 1llth.
an enemy tanker of the KOKUYO Class (10,020 tons) at its
moorings in six fathoms of water at MIRI, northwest coast of

BORNEO.
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was strafed and left apparently burning. The cargo wvessel
and destroyer were left dead in the water burning and list-
ing. Eight Zeros and two float Zeros attempted to inter-
cept. Three Zeros and the two float Zeros were shot down.
Two of our fighters were lost, in addition to one dive bomb-
er, which crashed and burned upon returning. The crew of the
erashed plane was rescued.

The Submarine NAUTILUS, returning from patrol of
BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS, southern end of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
reports as followsi-

Sank one destroyer and probably sank two trans-
ports.

Damaged one heavy crulser and one tanker.
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Bupplementing the report of the night torpedo attack on
§3:§ FORCE 18 mentioned in the afternocon Summary of January
=

Enemy planes, introducing new employment of mark-
ing flares, flashing float lights, and marker planes
attacked TASK FORCE 18, less the Auxiliary carriers
SUWANEE, SANGAMON, and CHENANGO, and two destroyers
from ?:éa p.m. to 10:35 p.m, January 29th. The CHICAGO
recelved two torpedo hits in the engineering spaces
killing 4 officers, 51 men, and wounding 2 officers,

21 men., The CHICAGO was taken in tow immediately by
the LOUISVILLE.

The following day at 4:30 p.m, the CHICAGO, in
tow of the NAVAJO and in company with six destroyers,
was proceeding at six knots toward ESPIRITU SANTO
when she was again attacked and sunk, as reported in
the afternocon Summary of January 3ilst.

On January 28th. our troops on GUADALCANAL killed 62
and captured 22 Japanese.

In the early morning of January 29th. enemy aircraft
dropped about seven bombs in addition to fragmentary and in-
cendiary clusters on GUADALCANAL., Casualties or damage, if
any, have not been reported., One of our fighters shot down
one enemy plana.

At 8:45 a.m. January 29th. a force of MARAUDERS (B-26's)
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. nu—PL&NTﬁ.TIGN, EOLOMBANGARA IS-
%lgg, NEW GEORGIA Group, was also bombed by MARAUDERE at

150 p.m,

n January 3lst. at 2 p.m. a strong fighter sweep was
made over MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, and VILA-PLANTATION,

At 5145 p.m., January 3lst. twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers
and seven Avenger Torpedo Planes, escorted by six Wildcats
(F4F-4'3) and eight Aircobras (P-39's), attacked a formation
of one enemy destroyer, one corvette, and a large cargo ves-
sel of 6,000 tons in VELA GULF, west side of KOLOMBAN 1s-
LAND, NEW GEORGIA. Ome torpedo hit, three direct 1,000-1b.
bomb hits, and three near misses were scored on the cargoe ves-
sel, and two 500-1b. bomb hits on the destroyer. The corvette
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BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Further reports indicate that at about 4:30 p.m, Jan-
nnriL3ﬂth. in a position 130 miles south southeast of GUADAL-
CANAL a Task Group consisting of the Heavy Cruiser CHICAGO
being towed by the Fleet Tug NAVAJO, escorted by an unknown
number of destroyers, was attacked by 13 Mitsubishi two-
engine type enemy bombers armed with torpedoes. The Carrier
ENTERPRIEE was in a position 50 miles southeast of this Task
Group. Ten fighter planes from the ENTERPRISE reached the
vielnlty of the aetion too late to prevent the attack, but
succeeded in shooting down twelve of the thirteen enemy planes.
The CHICAGO and the Destroyer LAVALETTE recelved torpede hits.
The CHICAGO sank, The LAVALETTE, damaged, was taken in tow
by the NAVAJO.
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On January 30th., at 9150 a.m, four Marauders
(B=26's) escorted by seven Alrcobras (P-39's) bombed MUNDA,

NEW GEORGIA. A small fire was started.

on Jarnuary 30th. from 4:45 a.m. to 5:12 a.m. two
enemy submarines shelled CANTON ISLAND. Apparently the Panair

Hotel was the primary objective and three shells fell in the
There was no damage to bulldings and no casualties.

vieinity.
Two hits were scored on the grounded Army Transport TAYLOR.
The enemy's fire was not returned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Incomplete reports indicate that Task Force 18
to whiech the heavy ecrulser CHICAGO 1= attached was
subjected to heavy enemy bombing at about 8 p.m.,
Jamuary 29th 70 miles south of GUADALCANAL. The
CHICAGO has been damaged and 1s under tow of the
heavy cruilser LOUISVILLE, The bombing attack was
reported as still going on at 9 p.m., January 29th.

O
Sl
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On January 27th. GUADALCANAL ground operations resulted
in the capture of a large enemy command post. Thirty-six
Japanese were killed and three prisoners taken, in addition
to a large amount of enemy egquipment. TIwo enemy pockets, one
to the west and one to the socuth, were eliminated. Due
to difficult terrain our advance in the right zone is contin-
uing sleowly.

Between 10320 and 11:45 a.m, Jamuary 27th., enemy dive
bombers and high-level bombers, escorted by fighters, ap-
proached GUADALCANAL, Our fighters engaged the enemy. In-
complete reports indicate nine Zeros destroyed, and, in ad-
dition, six were probably destroyed. The bombers, apparent-
1y driven off, did not drop any bombs. Four of our planes
are missing.

At 3:20 p.m. on January Eﬁth.T five Marauders (B-26's),
escorted by twelve Alrcobras (P-39's), bombed VILA PLANTATICON,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND., A large fire was started., All of our
planes returned.

At 3:20 p.m. January 28th., twelve Dauntless Dive Bomb-
ers and four Avenger Torpedo Planes, escorted by two Light-
nings (P-=38's), six Warhawks (P-40's), and seven Wildcats
(F4F-4'5), attacked enemy ships about 15 miles northeast of

KﬂLﬂiﬂﬁﬂdﬂRﬂ ISLAND. A torpedo plane scored one hit on an
enemy destrover, causing a large explosion. Our dive bombers
scored a hit and a near miss on a cargo vessel and near misses
on & tanker, The latter two vessels were left dead in the
water with the tanker smoking. Four Zeros attempted to inter-
cept. One Zero was shot down. All of our planes returned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the evening of January 27th. nine Dauntless (dive
bombers) and five Avengers (torpedo planes), escorted by
Wildeats (Navy fighters), attacked an enemy destroyer and
8 cargo vessel in the area between VELLA LAVELLA ISLALD

and KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, Two hits were scored on the cargo
vessel and near misses on the destroyer. The destroyer was
left smoking and the cargo vessel was observed sinking.
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On January 26th, our GUADALCANAL ground forces con-
tinued thelr advance northwest and west of the POHA RIVER
desplte heavy enemy resistance., Five prisoners were taken
and forty Japanese were killed. Considerable equlpment
was captured.

On January 25th, the Submarine WAHOO in a running
gun and torpedo battle midway between NEW GUINEA and TRUK
sank two enemy cargo vessels, one oller, and one transport.
The followlng day the submarina was engaged 1n another ac-
tion with a six-ship convoy escorted by destroyers. Hesults
of this engagement have not been reported.

#1237
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In the early evening of January 26th. twelve Daunt-
less (Douglas Dive Bombers), escorted by twelve Grumman
Fighters ?‘Hildcats} and elght Aircobras (P-39's), dropped
8 - 1000-1b., 4 - 500-1b,, and 6 - 100-1b. bombs on anti-
alrecraft installations and revetments at MUNDA Airfield,
NHEW GEORGIA. All of our planes returned.
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At dusk on Jamuary 26th., seven Flying Fortresses
(B=17's) from GUADALCANAL bombed the airfield at BALLALE,
SHORTLAND AREA, dropping 55 - 500-1b., bombs which covered
one=half of the runway and revetment area. Fires were
started in the revetments. Only light anti-aireraft fire

was received.

Japanese planes were over ESPIRITU SANTO.

PACIFIC

On Jamuary 25th. six B-24's (Liberators) conducted
a photographic reconnaissance of WAKE ISLAND. Photographs
were obtained but, because of cloud conditions, are of un-
determined value, The flight was intercepted by eight
Zeros, two of which are believed to have been shot dowm,
Only minor damage was infliected on our aircraft. Our per-
sonnel were unscathed. All of our planes returned safely

to MIDWAY,
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On the afterncon of January 25th. eight Grumman fight-
ers (Wildcats) and six P-38's (Lightnings) contacted at
18,000 feet 40 Zeros, including Type #2 Zero, between LULGA

iHT, GUADALCANAL, and SAVO ISLAND. BEehind the Zeros were
many dive bombers, exact number uninown, and 18 twin-engine
bombers.

The twin-engine bombers turned toward TULAGI, FLORIDA
ISLAND, and hid in the clouds. The dive bombers were prevent-
ed from coming into position over GUADALCANAL by our fighters,
The Wildecats shot down three Zeros and the Lightnings one Zero.
The Japanese bombers never pressed home the attack and dropped
no bombs,

A1l of our planes returned safely.

At KOKUMBONA on January 24th, units of the right division
made 'a junetion with the left division, which took this place
on Jamary 23rd. This effectively eliminated an enemy pocket
between their fronts, The beach head is now open teo KOKULEQNA.
This operation resulted in the capture uf a large number of
guns and ammnition.

Continuous pressure is being exerted to eliminate remain-
ing pockets of enemy resistance.

Yesterday's operations resulted in killing 293 Japanese
and 5 were taken prisocner,

The Submarine WAHOO reports sinking one Japanese Destroy-
er off WEWAK, NEW GUINEA.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

. During Jamary 23rd. MUNDA Airfield, NEW GEORGIA, was
bombed in successive waves by our air forces from GUADALCANAL.
This was in preparation of the surface shelling of VILA-
STANMORE, KOLOLBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA, by units of TASK
FORCE 67, which operation was reported yesterday and is again
confirmed as highly successful,

At 8 a.m, on January 24th.,six hours after the surface
shelling of VILA-STANMORE AREA, a total of 61 Dauntless (Doug-
las Dive Bombers), Avengers (Grumman Torpedo Planes), and Wild-
cats (fighters) swept over the VILA-STANNORE AREA and dropped
48 light and 92 medium bombs. The dock there was destroyed and
the only two anti-aireraft positions which opened fire were
silenced. Fires from the surface shelling by our ships were
s8till burning, and the indications are that the VILA-STANMORE
AREA was completely burned out. Air observation during the sur-
face shelling reports only one salve of all shells fired fell
in the water. The remainder fell in the target area. It is al-
so reported that on the way back from the shelling our surface
bombardment group was attacked by enemy planes. One plane was
shot down.

A large enemy destroyer and cargo ship were attacked and
damaged on Janmuary 23rd. by our air forces. This occurred in
the SHORTLAND AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Cn the night of January 23rd. Japanese planes raided
GUADALCANAL for the third successive night.

On Jamuary 21st., the Submarine GATO set fire to a Japanese
transport ship in the SHORTLAND AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

On January 23rd. our ground forces on GUADALCANAL by
very aggressive action captured KOKUMBONA. A large amount of
rice, field pleces and miscellaneous egquipment fell into our
hands. Various other pockets of enemy resistance are being
mopped up and reduced. In one pocket captured material amounted
to 28 machine guns and 62 rifles. During the last 24 hours
91 Japanese have been killed and 40 taken priscner,

Regraded Unclassified
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On the morning of January 22nd. our ground forces at
GUADALCANAL launched a full scale coordinated attack on
enemy positions. Despite heavy resistance, including enemy
artillery fire, our advance was rapid and general along the
entire front.

This operation resulted in the capture of six promin-
ent hills, one of which was strongly fortified; the depletion
of a strong enemy center of resistance; and the destruction
of a mumber of enemy machine guns.

During the operation 110 Japanese, including 4 officers,
were killled.
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Additional reports of enemy raids on GUADALCANAL on
the night of January 22nd.-23rd. indicate there were eight
raids by groups of cne, two, or three planes. At least 20
bombs, including 1000-1b, and 500-1b., were dropped. One
man was killed and a Catalina and a Marauder damaged.

Three enemy two-engine bombers dropped approximately
15 or 20 bombs on our positions on GUADALCAIAL between 10350
and 11:20 p.m. January 23rd. Damage and casualties are not
known.

On the night of Jamary 22nd.-23rd. ESPIRITU SANTO
was again bombed., No details have been received.

The bombardment of VILA-STANMOHE, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,
NEW GEORGIA Group, by units of TASK FORCE 67 consisting of
two light eruisers and three destroyers, and scheduled for 2
a,m, January 24th. 1s reported as successfully exescuted.
Several large fires were started which were vlsible from a
distance of 25 miles. Apparently the enemy had stored large
dumps of fuel and munitions. Explosions kept ccecurring as
the fires spread. A total of 2,044 rounds of 6" and 1,721
rounds of 5" amminition was expended., There were no casual-
ties,
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Recomnalssance reports indicate that LUNDA, NEW GEORGIA,
improvements are continuing at high speed.

On January 23rd. MUNDA was bombed as followsi=

A Catalina (PBY) dropped four 500-1b, bombs at
4 a,m, A large explesion, believed to be an ammini-
tion dump, was obserwved.

At noon six Marauders (B-26's) and eipht Dauntless
Dive Bombers (SED's), escorted by twelve Wildcats
(F4F-4's) and twelve Aircobras (P-33's), dropped 920 -
100-1b.,; 3 = 500=1b,, and 5 - 1000=-1b., bombs. Anti-
aircraft positions were silenced., All our planes re-
turned without damage.

At 2 p.m. eight Flying Fortresses (B-17's), es-
corted by five Lightnings %P-jﬂ‘s), dropped 60 - 500-1hb,
bombs. ©Several fires were started,

At 5 p.m. elght Marauders, escorted by ten Air-
cobras, dropped 84 - 100-1b. bombs. All our planes re=-
turned.

0n January 22nd, at 6:30 a.m, the REKATA BAY AREA was
bombed by Flying Fortresses. Fires resulted.

Alsc at 6130 a.m, January 22nd. Dive Bombers with fight-
er escorts attacked two enemy cargo vessels off VELLA LAVELLA
(northern island of NEW GEORGIA Group). MNo hits were scored.

On January 23rd. at 7:45 p.,m., a Flying Fortress dropped
17 - 100-1b, bombs on KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA. Later, at 8 p.m.
the same Fortress dropped two 100-1b. bombson B y SHORT=-
LAKND AREA.

(n GUADALCAMNAL our ground forces killed 145 Japanese be-
tween January 20th, and 22nd., A Dauntless Dive Bomber on a
bombing mission to TASSAFARCNGA, GUADALCANAL, failed to return,

- 230w

Regraded Unclassified




Commcs Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
Hrapouasress or THE COMMANDIN F CHIE?

h i

9 a,m, January 23, 1943,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On GUADALCANAL mopping up and patrol operations con-
tinue.

On the night of January 22nd.-23rd. enemy planes
were over GUADALCANAL. The extent of damage, if any, has
nct been reported,
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In the early morning of January 21lst, an enemy plane
belleved to have been a Mitsublshi 97 dropped approximetely
eight 60-kilo (132.76 lbe.) bombas on ESPIRITU SANTO. There
were no oasualties or damage.

There are enemy convoy movements in the NORTHERN
SOLOMONS. At 9:30 a.m. January 21st, our airoraft sighted
a convoy of four enemy ocargo vessels escorted by two destroyers
north of CAPE FRIENDSHIP, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On the same day at 11:45 a.m., a Flying Fortress (B-17)
attacked two enemy cargo vessels escorted by two destroyers
northwest of VELLA LAVELLA (northern island of NEW GEORGIA
Group). No hits were scored.

On the night of Jenuary 20-21st, harsssing attacks
were made by Flying Fortresses on BALLALE, SHORTLAND Area,
and MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

On GUADALCANAL our troops are mopplng up pockets of
enemy resalstance and 1n some sectors continue to advance.

There are indioations that the Japanese are still getting
supplies through to their troops on GUADALCANAL. Barrels were
found floating off TASSAFARONGA, GUADALCANAL.

Single enemy planes dropped bombs at irregular intervals
in the viocinlity of HENDERSON FIELD from 8:20 p.m. Januery
21st to 4:15 a.m. January 22nd. Anti-airoraft fire brought
down one enemy plene. Inoomplete reportes indicate that damage
to our installatlons was light. Three men are known to have
been killed and one wounded,
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The Submarine GRAMPUS later that day sank two enemy
transports in the same convoy that was attacked by the
AL{GDHEUT.

- 227 -




. UNITED STATES FLEET

Commcy
= Tlmurmm-m
DEPANTWENT, W,
8 E ! 9 a.m, Eufnﬁmry 21, 1943,

EI
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

5
e
At 3:30 a.m, January 20th, two Marauders (B-26'sz) bombed
and scored one 500-1b, bomb hit on an enemy destroyer off CAPE
FRIENDSHIP, SHORTLAND AREA.

On the same day at about 8:30 a.m, in the SHORTLAND AHEA
six Flying Fortresses (B-17's), escorted by fighters, attacked
an enemy cargo vessel, Three ﬁlying Fortresses bombed another Y
cargo vessel escorted by two destroyers. No hits were scored |
in either attack, A number of enemy Zeros and float biplanes
attempted to intercept. Eight of these were shot down. One of
our fighters crashed and four Flylng Fortresses were damaged,
A pilot and a bombardier were wounded,

On Jamuary 19th. at 3:07 p.m. an enemy force of one
heavy ecruiser and seven destroyers was sighted north of VELLA
LA VELLA, northern island of NEW GEORGIA group, on a southeasterly
course. Apparently these ships were en route to GUADALCANAL
under a weather front. An ailr striking group despatched to
intercept was unable to locate its primary tarpget and at 4145
p.m. bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

At 9:20 a.m. January 21st, MUNDA was bombed by three
Marauders, Hesults were unohserved,

A Flying Fortress on a reconnalssance mission on January
19th. shot down two enemy Zeros and one probable,

The Submarine SWORDFISH reports scoring two hits on an
enemy cargo vessel in an escorted convoy north of TONOLEI,
SHORTLAND AREA, on January 19th.

On the same day the Submarine ﬂ&%IILEE_gcured one hit
on an enemy heavy crulser (MOGAMI Class) south of BOUGAINVILLE.

The Submarine SILVERSIDES reports three hits on a loaded
tanker and five hits on three enemy cargo vessels in the viecinity
of TRUK. Aection on the part of the escorts prevented observation
of results, In addition, one enemy submarine is reported sunk,

The Bubmarine ARGONAUT is overdue and considered sunk,
Apparently the ARGONAUT was sunk by depth charge and gunfire
about 80 miles south of RABAUL on January 10th. while attacking
an enemy convoy composed of two destroyers and five other ships.
One of the enemy destroyers was torpedoed. This action was ob=-
served by a U.5, Army plane,
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At 2:10 p.m. January 15th. eight Flying Fortresses
(B-17's), escorted by fighters, scored two direct hits
on an enemy cargo vessel anchored in the SHORTLAND AHREA,
The ship was set on fire. Our fighter escort shot down
two enemy float Zeros in the vicinity. One of our fight-
ers 1s missing.

On GUADALCANAL it is reported that during the per-

iod from January 13th. to 17th., 1,032 of the enemy have
been killed.

PACIFIC

The Submarine GREENLING reports sinking a loaded
enemy cargo vessel and its escort on January 1l6th., in the
vieinity of NEW HANOVER, BISMARCK ARCHIFELAGO,
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OUTH PACIFIC ACTION (C 'd

Three of our submarines returning from patrol areas
as follows:=-

The TRIGGER, 1n addition to laying a minefield
off INUBOE ZAKI, HONSHU (JAPANESE ENPIRE), sank one
destroyer, cne seaplane tender, and two cargo vessels,

The TRITON damaged a tanker on January 13th.
and in an attack on a convoy on Janumary léth, scored
two hits on a large cargo vessel and one hit on a
small cargo vessel,

The WHALE sank two comblned carge and passsnger
vessels in the MARSHALLS and CAROLINES AREAS.
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On the night of Jamuary 15th, a Flying Fortress
(B-17) dropped eight 500-1b, bombs on BALLALE, SHORTLANDS
AREA, The following afterncon and evening this area was
bombed twice by Flying Fortresses and a large fire visible
for 50 miles was started,

Three Catalinas (PEY's) dropped twelve 500-1b, bombs
on MUNDA, NEW GEOHGIA, on the night of January 15th.

Five Flying Fortresses bombed KAHILI, SHORTLANDS
AREA, from 7:40 p.m, to 8125 p.m. January 16th. Six 200
1b, and sixteen 500-1b, bombs were dropped. After the
bombing two large fires were visible for 50 miles, Although
enemy planes were alrborne, they did not attack. Later
that night Catalinas again bombed the area, starting addi-
tional fires,

On GUADALCANAL our ground troops are engaged in mop=-
ping up pockets of enemy resistance. The attack is pProgres-
sing satisfactorily., In addition to 19 prisoners being taken
approximately 150 of the enemy were killed, and arms and am-
munition destroyed,
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On GUADALCANAL our reconnalssance in foree contin-
ues to advance. ©5Small gains were made agalnst strong
enemy reslstance. An enemy force of about one regiment
is partially surrounded in the wicinity of MOUNT AUSTEN,

Enemy planes raided GUADALCANAL at 7:57 p.m. and
8:50 p.m. January 15th. In between these raids a single
enemy plane sneaked in with a formation of our planes and
dropped bombs near the airfield, Three of our men were
slightly injured and one fighter damaged as a result of
this sneak bombing.

Japanese planes were agaln over GUADALCANAL on the
night of January 1l6th.

At 12:55 p.m. January 16th., six Marauders (B-26's),
escorted by eight Aircobras (P=39's) and four Warhawks
(P-40's), bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A considerable amount
of smoke was seen in the target area after the bombs landed
in the viclnity of the runway. A varlety of anti-aireraft
fire was encountered,

PACIFIC

The Submarine KINGFISH, returning from patrol of the
EAST CHINA SEA, reports sinking 14,000 tons of enemy ship-
ping.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 7135 and 8135 p.m, January 14th, enemy bombers
attacked GUADALCANAL, Although there was no damage to our
installations, personnel casualties were suffered, In-
complete reports indicate 10 dead, 5 seriously injured, and
an undetermined number of shrapnel injuries,

The Destroyer SHAW, which grounded on Jammary 10th,
in BULARI PASSAGE, NEW CALEDONIA, has been floated and dry-
docked. Examination discloses extensive damage to the bot-
tom, but her structural strength has not been seriously
impaired. It is planned to make the vessel watertight and
sall or tow her to PEARL HARBOR in about two weeks,
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On GUADALCANAL gggdigggnniiﬂﬂﬂnﬂﬂ.in.fﬂrcﬁ,mggpporte
by air, continuwes ta ad -—An. additional 3,000 to #,000—
yards have be alned against stiff enemy resistan A foree

0 been_surrounded . t_slope of
On January 15th, one of our planes

patrolling in the vicinity of LUNGA, GUADALCANAL, shot down
three enemy Zeros,
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This reconnaissance plane reported the following enemy
vessels 1n the FAISI AREA:-

1 Light Cruiser,

1 Transport,

2 Cargo Vessels,

4 Flying Boats, and
Some small eraft,

Twelve enemy flcat Zero planes were airborne, but did not at-
tack. Anti-aircraft fire was encountered from ship and shore
batteries.

At 3:40 p.m., January 15th., nine Flying Fortresses
escorted by four Alrcobras, four Warhawks (P-40's), and six
Lightnings (PJ38'3}1 dropped 72 - 500=-1b, bombs on five enemy
destroyers 37 milas anuthaast of FAISI No hits were scored.
Howavur t : BTl he vicinity were shot

) T ol o Tha enemy surlface Torces

Later in the afterncon of January 15th. twelve Daunt-
less Dive Bombers, escorted by seven Wildecats and six Air-
cobras, were despatched to bomb the five enemy destroyers pre-
viously attacked by the Flying Fortresses. The dive bombers
were unable to locate their targets, but at 5: 4% p.m, sighted
and bombed &n enemy CAr:o vassel 3? miles nnrthwest nr AUﬁD,

A Flying Fortress on an evening reconnalssance flight
January 15th, sighted the following enemy vessels in the SHORT-
LANDS AREA:-
6 Destroyers,
1l Transport,
4 Cargo vessels,

At 5150 p.m, one destroyer, escorting two enemy cargo vessels
was sighted 12 miles off tha southeast coast of CHOISEIL ISLAND
on course 300°, speed 15, At 6 p.m. two additional deatrnyers
!nrnds% ted about 37 miles northwest of MUNDA on course 3009,
spee
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

(n the night of January l4th=15th. a Catalina (PBY)
sighted five enemy destroyers escorting three cargo vessels 135
mlles northwest of GUADALCANAL, The enemy force was tracked to
SAVO ISLAND. Later, at 12:30 a.m. two enemy ships were observed
burning and underway at 20 knots on a northwest course in the
vicinlty of CAPE ESPERANCE. Apparently these ships were attacked
by our forces at sometime prior to 12:30 a.m,, January 15th,
Contact with the enemy force was lost by the search plane when
about 65 miles northwest of GUADALCANAL.

At 12:38 a.m,, January 15th., another Catalina search
plane sighted and attacked five enemy destroyers 16 miles north-
east of RUSSELL ISLAND, Four 500=1lb. bombs were dropped, scor=-
ing one hit and two near misses on one ship, which started to
burn. Two additional enemy destroyers were observed between
SAVO and RUSSELL ISLANDS, These ships are believed to have been
leaving the GUADALCANAL AREA when sighted,

Later that morning, at 7135 a.m,, fifteen Dauntless Dive
Bombars {SBD'S}T escorted ﬂy twelve Wildcats (F4F-4's) and four
Alrcobras (P-39's), attacked nine enemy destrovers 140 miles
northwest of LUNGA, GUADALCANAL., Twelve enemy land Zeros attempted
to Intercept, of which eight were shot down. One of our dive
bombers was }orcad down and five fighters are missing. Our dive
bombers pressed home the bombing attack and heavily damaged two
enaemy destroyers.

A Flying Fortress (BE-17) on a photographie reconnaissance
mission sighted, at B:45 a.m, January 15th., two large enemy des-
troyers stopped and one possibly smoking, screened by three other
destroyers, in a position about 150 miles northwest of GUADAL-
CANAL. These ships, when approached by our aireraft, got under-
way and when last seen at 10:15 a.m. 50 miles west of their pre-
vious position were making good about six knots on a course of

300°,

A second group of enemy destroyers was slghted by the
same plane at 9:50 a.m. approximately 200 miles northwest of
GUADALCANAL on course 3009, speed upwards of 30 knots,
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SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

A Catalina (PBY) dropped four 500-1b. bombs and eight
mortar shells on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA on the night of Jamuary

13th,-14th, Results were unobserved. Although heavy anti-

aireraft fire was encountered, our plane returned without
damage.

SORUM Village (three miles east of BUNA Airdrome) was
bombed by a Catalina at 1 a.m. January 1l4th,
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SOUTE PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Supplementing the report of the motor torpede boat en-
gagement with enemy destroyers on the night of January 10th,-
1lth., a further report states that eipght enemy destroyers
were on the scene of actlon., Our forces scored three torpedo
hits on two enemy ships and possibly two more on a third.

. Commcn Fiux
S

g
&

Our ground forces observed enemy troop movements from the
northwest coast toward KOKUMBONA which probably indicates that
the Japanese completed at least a partially successful landing
by means of small boats loaded with troops towed by four of the
destroyers. The following morning a large guantity of enemy
supplies floating in the vicinity were destroyed.

The rainy conditions on GUADALCANAL are somewhat delaying
our operations., However, our ground troops supported by the
alr force continmue to advance, On January l2th. one of our dive
bombers was shot down by enemy small arms anti-aireraft fire
while dropping propaganda leaflets over enemy lines,

A report received indicates that at least twelve enemy air-
craft on MUNDA Airfield were burned in a bombing attack by our
foreces on January 12th.

At 3 p.m, January 13th., six Marauders (BE-26's), escorted
by elght Aircobras (P-39's) and five Lightnings {P-3é's}, bomb-
ed REKATA BAY, Due to poor wvisibllity, results of the attack
are unknown,

On January 13th, a reconnalssance plane over BUIN Harbor,
SHORTLANDS AREA, observed fourteen enemy ships, including at
least four cargo vessels. 0On the same day at &:25 a.m, an enemy
cargo ship escorted by a destroyer was observed north of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND proceeding on a southerly course,

Native reports indicate that enemy shipping is located in
KESSA (QUEEN CAROLA Harbor, BUKA ISLAND).

On January llth. a reconnalssance plane attached to the
Southwest Pacific command reports sighting 62 ships, including
a possible aircraft carrier, in SIWMPSON Harbor (RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN),

The Submarine AMBERJACK reports possible damage to an enemy
cargo ship southeast of SHORTLAND ISLAND on December 15th.
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There 18 no further report of results on the early morn-
ing action of January 1lth, between enemy destroyers and our
motor torpedo boats reported in the morning Summary of January
11th. However, it 1s believed by Commander Scuth Pacifle that
the enemy force probably consisted of four destroyers with
another force of four destroyers covering, though not sighted
in the vicinity of the action. ;

Four enemy destroyers were observed returning to FAISI,
SHORTLAND Area, and three straggling enemy destrovers were
also seen at 33120 p.m. on January 1llth, about 70 miles south-
east of SHORTLAWD ISLAND. One ship in the second group was
trailing oil.

On the morning of January 11lth, a lone enemy ralder over
GUADALCANAL dropped five bombs on the area socuthwest of the
airfield, killing one and wounding sixteen.

Offensive reconnalssance operations in force are contin-
uing satisfactorily on GUADALCANAL, Some enemy strong points
have been pocketed., Preparations are underway for a coordin-
ated attack by the Twenty-Fifth Infantry Division and the
Second Marine Division.

On the night of January 12-13th. a Catalina dropped four
500=-1b, bombs and thirty mortar shells on MUKNDA.

At 7130 a.m. January 13th. six Marauders (B-26's), escort-
ed by eight Aircobras (P-39's) and three Lightnings (P-38's)
bombed MUNDA. Results were not determined. No air resistance
was encountered, However, heavy anti-alrecraft fire was ob-
served. All of our planes returned without damage.

The Submarine GRAMPUS, patrolling north S8T. GEORGE'S
CHARNEL, reports the following:-

Sank one enemy cargb vessel and one enemy des-
troyer (date unknown).

On January 10th. sank two or possible three enemy
transports.
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On January 10th., at 6:15 a.m., while approaching
NOUMEA, the U.S5.S. SHAW, Destroyer, grounded in BULARI PAS-
SAGE, The forward part of the ship is dry, but the engine
and firerooms are flooded to about five feet and both screws
are broken., While all salvage facilities are being employed
to refloat the ship, there 1s a possibility that she may
be lost.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,}

Eleven Dauntless dive bombers (SbED's) and twelve
Wildcats (Grumman's) from GUADALCANAL were attacked midway
between the islands of SANTA ISABEL and NEW GEORGIA at
8140 a.m, January llth. by a force of twelve Japanese Zeros,
Four Zeros were shot down and the probability of an addi-
tional two belng destroyed appeared to be confirmed by later
reports that only six Zeros landed at MUNDA Airfield. One
Wildecat failed to return.

At 9:30 a.m. January llth,, five Marauders (B-26's)
ezcorted by eight Alrcobras (P-39's) were over MUNDA Air-
field, NEW GEORGIA. Because the target was obscured by
clﬁgﬂs, the damage inflicted by the few bombs dropped is
unknown,
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On GUADALCANAL at 6:20 a.m, January 10th., twelve Air-
cobras (P-39's) with bombs and twelve Dauntless (SBD's) armed
with depth charges attacked enemy positions following an
artillery barrage. Preliminary reports from our advancing
ground troops indicate that there was 1little enemy resistance
left in the area bombed.

On January 1llth., at 12:30 a.m, a Catalina (PBEY) found
an enemy crulser and three destroyers between CAPE ESPERANCE
and SAVO ISLAND. The enemy position was marked with float
lights and P.T. boats were directed to the scene. The Catalina
was driven off at 1:15 a.m. by anti-aircraft fire, and because
of an enemy smoke screen she lost contact. A search until
4300 a.m, falled to locate the enemy vessels again. HNo report
has been recelved as to the action taken by the P.T.'s.
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At 10:20 a.m, and 11100 a.m, January 8th,, three
Marauders (B-26's) escorted by elght Aircobras (P-39's) and
six Dauntless dive bombers (SBD's) bombed MUNDA Alrfield,
NEW GEORGIA.

Three fires were started and a direct hit was made on a
gun emplacement, The dive bomhers, concentrating upon another
section of the fleld's anti-aireraft protection, silencad 1t
but the extent of the damage is not known,

The raid revealed a new anti-aireraft emplacement on
MBILIMBILI ISLANWND, two miles east of MUNDA POINT.

During the night of January 8th-9th. MUNDA was bombed

by our Catalina's (PBY's), One plane is belleved to have scored
a direct hit on an anti-aircraft battery of four guns on MUNDA

POINT,

In both instances all of our planes returned safely.
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At 3145 p,m., January 7th. six Marauders (B=26's)
and twelve Aircobras (P-39's) attacked REKATA, SANTA
ISABEL ISLAND, A fire was started and two enemy float
planes were damaged. Two of our planes were shot down by
anti-sireraft fire.

A number of our planes strafed a camouflaged enemy
sloop off KOLOKALE POINT (south coast of SANTA ISABEL IS-

Native reports indicate that the recent bombings of
BUKA, north end of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, damaged eleven twin-
motored enemy planes and blasted a searchlight,

On the morning of January 8th., five Flying Fortresses
(B-17's) bombed the villages of POKPOF,TOBROI, and PIDIA on
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Twelwe Zeros attacked our bombers.

Iwo Zeros were shot down. All of our planes returned, al-
though three of our bombers were damaged. The bombing of
these villages was undertaken at the request of a coast
watcher who reported that the population had taken unfriend-
ly action against him and were making his position untenable.

Regraded Unclassified
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0.H.I. estimates for Japanese merchant vessels sunk
or damaged by U.S. submarines are as follows (gross tons):-

Period Sunk amaged Total

7 Dee-1 Jan 1943 823,165 800,000 1,623,165
7 Dee-1 Nov 1942 739,270 676,000 1,415,270
1 Oet-31 Oct 1942 110,991 62,000 172,991
s lrrfe G .

C. M. COOKE, Jr.,
Rear Admiral, U. 5. Havy,
Assistant Chief of Staff (Plans).
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,}

At 7:30 a,m, January 7th. four Marauders (B-25's)
dropped 50 - 100-1b. bombs on MUNDA Air Field, NEW GEORGIA.
Iwe enemy anti-aireraft guns were possibly destroyed and an
enemy bomber on the ground possibly damaged. Enemy anti-
alrecraft fire was light and inaccurate. Our planes returned
undamaged.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 12130 p.m, Jamiary 6th. eight Flying Fortresses (B-17's)
escorted by four Lightnings (P-38's) and six Warhawks (P-40's)
bombed an enemy transport anchored off FAURO ISLAND, SHORTLAKWD
AREA., Three near misses were observed, one of which may have
been & possible hit on the stern of the wvessel. The ship was
seen to list. Bombs were also dropped on KAHILI Alirport, BUIN,
Observation of the damage was obscured by haze. The follow-
ing enemy ships were observed by ocur fighter planes in the
SHORTLAND AREA:-

2 large and 2 small warships in TONOLEI Harbor;

1 Destroyer off FAURO ISLANND,
In addition, 44 flying boats in SHORTLAND Harbor.

All of our planes returned.
At noon January 6th, a Flying Fortress dropped four 1000-1b.

bombs on the MUNDA Airport. This plane encountered large
caliber anti-alreraft fire.

PACIFIC
Our submarines returning from patrol report the following:-

HALIBUT - Sank one enemy transport and three cargo vessels
off the northern tip of HONSHU (Japanese Empire).

GRAYEACK - Sank an enemy submarine south of RENDOVA ISLAND
(west of NEW GEORGIA) and destroyed by machine
gun fire four enemy barges.

PLUNGER - On December 16th, sank an enemy destroyer and
another enemy destroyer on December 17th.

SARGO -~ Bighted an enemy aircraft carrier 315 miles south-

east of LORENGAU, MANUS ISLAND (BISMARCK
ARCHIPELLAGO Area),
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Supplementing the report on the MUNDA, NEW GECRGIA, bombard-
ment of Jenuary 5th:-

The bombardment wes executed as scheduled from
1l a.m. to 1:50 a.m. 2800 - 6" and 1300 - 5" ghells were
fired, mll of which landed in the target area.

In en attack by five enemy medium bombers at 9:35
a.m. January 5th southwest of GUADALCANAL, the Australien
Light Cruiser ACHILLES received one bomb hit on Ne. 3
turret. In addition to the turret being put out of
aotion, six men were killed and seven wounded. (This
apparently is the same enemy ailr atteck south of
GUADALCANAL as reported in yesterdsy's Summary).

Alr attacks on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, continue. At 10:40 e.m.
January 5th, nine Mareuders (B-26's) bombed MUNDA. The damsge
could not be observed.

At 4 p.m. Jenuery 5th, five Flying Fortresses (B-17's)
-gscorted by six Lightnings (P-38's) dropped 20 - 1000-1b. bombs
on an enemy heavy crulser at BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA. No hits were
scored. Our Tighters were attacked by 25 enemy Leros and float
biplanes. Two enemy planes were shot down and probably two
additional. We lost two of our fighter planes.

The following enemy ships were observed in the SHORTLAND AREA:-

UNITED STATES FLEET
‘FE'IEE OF THY COMMANTER 1 CHIy
T

I, Cargo vessels;

L Destroyers;

1 Battleship off PUFUKUMA POINT, TOWOLEI Harber,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Enemy infiltration into NEW GEORGIA Areas epparently continues.
Small oraft and barge traffic is active. 200 Japsnese are reported
on VAGUNU ISLAND, Southern NEW GEORGIA, and 40 more on WICKIAM
ISLAND, southern end of NEW GEORGIA.

Coast watchers have reaffirmed the sinking of an enemy light
cruiser or destroyer on December 26th near WICKHAM ISLAND.

Flying Fortressea attacked an snemy tranaﬁurt in the
SHORTLAND AREA and scored a single hit.

On GUADALCANAL our troops are engaged in mopping up the
enemy in the MOUNT AUSTEN Seotor. 8L Japanese are reported
killed. (This number probably included in the 150 enemy killed

reported in yesterday's Summary).
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MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, was bombarded from %Iﬂﬂ a,n‘.E to
1:50 a.m, January 5th. instead of from midnight to 1150 a.m,

as previously reported,
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Alr attacks on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, continue. The area
was bombed by two Catalinas at 2 a.m,, }anunry 4th. and apain
at 5 p.m. by a Flying Fortress., In the evening at 5:45 twelve
dive bombers, escorted by fighters, dropped twelve 500-1b,
bombs on nnti-airnraft positions, %axiways, and runways. Only
one plane was observed on the ground which was probably des-
troyed, There was no shipping present, The anti-aircraft
fire was considerably lighter and all of our planes returned.

A bombardment group consisting of the NASHVILLE, LOUIS-
VILLE, and HELENA bombarded MUNDA from midnight to 13150 a.m.
January 5th. Two Catalinas over MUNDA observed our naval
shelling. They reported that the area from the tip of MUNDA
POINT to the northeast end of the runway and the bivouac ares
were thoroughly bombarded. Three fires were started., Flares
were observed over our ships although no enemy vessels were
sighted. Our bombardment group was seen returning 20 miles
due south of MUNDA on a southerly course at 25 knots at 2:30
8.0,

At 9:40 a.m., this bombardment group was attacked by ten
enemy dive bombers and fifteen Zeros off the southern coast of
GUADALCANAL, Four Wildcats (F4F-4's) intercepted and shot down
four enemy bombers and probably two additional. Our planes re-
turned safely after the enemy planes retired, There have been
no reports of damage to our ships.

Our forces on GUADALCANAL attacked and gained the high
ground in the vicinity of MOUNT AUSTEN and captured an enemy
fleld plece. 81x enemy counterattacks were thrown back with
150 Japanese killed. Patrols in other sectors killed 20 addi-
tional Japanese and captured howltzer mortars and light mach-
ine guns.

The vessel THOMAS EDISON aground on TURTLE ISLAND (equi-
distant between SUVA and TONGATAEU) and considered a total
loss was completely destroyed by a hurricans on January 2nd.

PACIFIC

The Army photo plane forced down 200 miles southwest of
MIDWAY ISLAND is now considered lost.
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(n Jamary 2nd, at 11:40 p.m, eleven of our motor tor-
pedo boats (PT'S) from GUADALCANAL engaged eight enemy des-
troyers in isclated engagements. Six of our PI'S attained
firing positions and report scoring one hit on a destroyer
and three probable hits on two other destroyers. One PT was
gslightly damaged by splinters from bombs dropped by enemy
planes,

It is believed that no enemy troops were landed but a
considerable amount of supplies were thrown into the water
by the enemy to drift ashore. GSupplies ineluded rice packed
in drums, concentrated foods 1ln waterproof contalners and
six inch ammunition,

Whatever supplies that were wilsible in the water after
daylight were destroyed by our torpedo boats and subchasers.

The second increment of the 25th. Division, U.5. Army,
completed landing on GUADALCANAL on January 3rd. The third
and last inerement arrives on January 4th.

On January 3rd. five Flying Fortresses in a bombing
attack on the BUIN AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, scored near

misses only. They observed 23 ships, 1l of which were com-
batant.

Also on Jarnuary 3rd, six Flying Fortresses bombed MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA, and received heavy anti-aircraft fire.

BACIFIC

The Submarine PORFOISE on patreol in the waters north-
east of HONSHU (Japanese Empire) reports sinking one and pos-
sibly two enemy cargo vessels on January lst.
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PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On December 31st, at 4:30 p.m. the Submarine SEARAVEN
attacked an enemy convoy of three small Marus escorted by a
destroyer and two corvettes 15 miles west of ALBON, CERAM
(NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES). Two torpedo hits were sccrad on
the destroyer and one on a Maru, Observation of final re-
sults was prevented by counter attack of the corvettes.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Patrol activity on GUADALCANAL continues, An additional
30 to 35 of the enemy have been killed., Japanese soldiers en-
gaged by our patrols appear healthy and well equipped.

Our forces are about to resume attacks from positions on
MOUNT AUSTEN, GUADALCANAL (three miles south of LUNGA shore line),

Japanese artillery shelled our positions., Increased enemy
nctizity has been observed in the vicinity of KOKUMBONA, GUADAL-
CANAL.

Fortresses attached to the SOUTH PACIFIC command hit a
large warship during the bombing of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, on
January lst.

At 5:05 p.m,, Jamuary 2nd., our search planes observed ten
enemy destroyvers 36 miles northwest of RENDOVA ISLAND apparently
headed for GUADALCANAL.

At 6 p.m,, the enemy ships, protected by ten Zeros and one
dive bomber were attacked by nine of our dive bombers escorted
by four Wildcats (F4F-4's) and five Lightnings (P-38's). One
enemy destroyer was left burning badly and another appeared to
be sinking. The formation was seen to change from a southeaster-
ly course towards MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

Evidently a part of the enemy destroyer force reached
GUADALCANAL as reports indicate enemy destroyers to have been re-
tiring from CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL, since 1156 a.m., Jan-
unary 3rd. Our attack planes have been unahle to locate these
retiring ships.

At MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, enemy activity continues, Their
aircraft have been heard landing during the night of January 2nd.
A small transport was cobserved at the MUNDA Wharf., A radar in-
stallation was also seen,

At 7:25 a.m., January 3rd., nine dive bombers, four Light-
nings, four Alrcobras, and seven Wildcats bombed MUNDA Airport.
No enemy planes were the air or on the field. Anti-aircraft
fire was heavy from the north of the west end of the runway.
Three guns received direet hits. All of our planes returned,
although some were slightly damaged.

BACIFIC

MIDWAY forces have not aixgat found any survivors from the
Army photo plane forced down 200 miles southwest of MIDWAY ISLAND,
- D02 -




Commcs Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
SE ﬁ% HEADQUARTERS CF THE COMMANDER I CHITy
= MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, .

SELRYE I
&

9 a.m. January 2, 1943 (Cont'd.)
5 H CIFIC ACTION (Cont!

Six Marauders, nine dive bombers, escorted by elght Wild-
cats (FP4F-4's), four Aircobras, and four Kittyhawks dropped
28 - 500-1b, and 17 - 100-1b, bombs on anti-aireraft installa-
tions and taxiways at MUNDA Airfield., Hits were scored on six
anti-aircraft implacements off the eastern end of the field and
and one direct hit on a building. The anti-aircraft fire en-
countered was moderate. Photographs were obtained,
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At 8105 a.m, January lst. our dive bombers dropped 12
500-1b, and 24 100-1b. bombs on a position near KOFUMBONA,
GUADALCANAL, reported to be the location of enemy division
headquarters, Observation of the results was prevented by
Jungle growth,

On January lst, at 7 a.m, nine Marauders (B-26's) from
GUADALCANAL escorted by four Aircobras (P-39's), three Light-
nings (P-38's) and four Kittyhawks (P-40's) bombed the runway
and living area on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Although heavy anti-
aircraft fire was encountered, all planes returned undamaged.

At 9 a.m, January lst, a search plane from GUADALCANAL
reports sighting four cruilsers or battleships and six destroy-
ers in the SHORTLAKD AREA, between MOILA POINT and SHORTLAND
ISLAND. In addition, two destroyers were sighted in SHORTLAND
Harbor, two cargo vessels in TONOLEI Harbor, and one transport
near MAIFU ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area.

Five Fortresses from GUADALCANAL escorted by five Light-
nings at 2:26 p.m, January 2nd, dropped 40 500-1b. bombs on
ten enemy destroyers 30 miles south of SHORTLAND ISLAND,., The
destroyers continued undamaged on a southeasterly course at a
high speed, - apparently toward MUNDA.

The Submarine GROUPER returning from patrol of the waters
west and southwest of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND reports the following:-

December 8 - Possibly damaged a 4,000-ton enemy cargo
vessel 25 miles off the northwest coast
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

December 17- Sank an enemy cargo vessel of 8,360 tons
(HOKAI MARU Class) 20 miles northwest of
BUKA ISLAND,

The auxiliary-ocean going tug GREBE which grounded early
in December on TURTLE ISLAND (equidistant between SUVA and
TONGATABU) while attempting to salvage the cargo vessel THOMAS
EDISON 1s considered a total loss. The EDISON 1s also reported
a total loss, but the major part of her cargo has been salvaged.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Qur air attacks on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, continue. At
4:30 p.m, December 31, six Marauders (B-26's) from GUADAL-
CANAL escorted by four Lightnings (P-38's), four Aircobras
(P-39's) and four Wildcats (F4F-4's) bombed the MUNDA Air-
riali. Anti-aircraft fire encountered was heavy but not ef-
fective,

On GUADALCANAL our patrols on December 3lst, killed
twenty more Japanese,

The Submarine GREENLING returning from patrol reports
sinking two enemy cargo vessels off the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS
and an enemy destroyer north of BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT, SOLOMON
ISLANDS,
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At 2100 a,m. on December 30th. four Aircobras (P-39's)
and seven Wildcats (F4F-4's) from GUADALCANAL attacked and
destroyed five small enemy barges at VAGUNU ISLAND (south end
of NEW GEORGIA Group). There was no opposition encountered,

On the same day at 6 a.m. seven Dauntless (SED's) dive
bombers escorted by seven Wildcats bombed REKATA BAY (SANTA
ISABEL ISLAND), 500 and 100-1b, bombs were dropped on new
buildings on PAPATURA ISLAND (east side of REKATA BAY), Fight-
ers strafed other buildings, Although there was little sign
of activity, slight anti-aireraft fire was encountered,

On December 29th, search planes strafed three enemy float
Pplanes on the water in REKATA BAY,

At dawn on December 30th, a Dauntless dive bomber des-
troyed an enemy 5" or 6" gun on GUADALCANAL,

Catalinas harassed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, on December 29th,
and 30th., dropping bombs and mortar shells. Heavy anti-
aircraft fire was encountered,

There is indication of barge activity and unleoading in
the MUNDA Area, NEW GEORGIA,

A native patrol on SANTA ISABEL ISLAND attacked 24
Japanese, killing 21.
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On GUADALCANAL patrol activity continues. On December
27th, Marines killed 110 of the enemy., An Army patrol killed
4 Japanese and lost 2 killed.

Qur Marines in an exchange of artillery and mortar fire
destroyed one machine gun, one mortar, and probably killed 30
to 40 of the enemy. They subsequently ambushed and killed 11
more Japanese. Marine losses 2 killed, 1 wounded,

On December 29th. GUADALCANAL air forces twice bombed ,
strafed and sank two enemy cargo vessels in WICKHAM Anchorage
(southeast end of NEW GEORGIA Group).

An Army photo plane returning from WAKE ISLAND is re-

ported down at sea 200 miles southwest of MIDWAY ISLAND. Res-
cue operations are underway.
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The Submarine TRITON reports sinking an enemy cargo
vessel near MOKIL ISLAND (CAROLINE ISLANDS), and an oil
tanker off WAKE ISLAND.

The Submarine ALBACORE reports sinking one enemy trans-
port of 6,000 tons off MADANG, NEW GUINEA.

The Naval Cargo Vessel ALCHIBA twice torpedoed (November
.28 and December g} and aground near LUNGA POINT, GUADALCANAL,
since November 28, has been floated and towed to TULAGI for
further repairs.
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At dawn, December 27, search planes discovered 30 para-
chutes with cargo at TAESA%ARGHGA, GUADALCAFAL., These enemy
suppligs were subsequently bombed and strafed by P-39's (Air-
cobras).

Twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers and fourteen Aircobras at
1:45 a.m, December 27 bombed and strafed an enemy bivouac area
fifteen miles above KOKUMBONA on GUADALCANAL,

A coast watcher reported that a second ship sank as a

result of the dive bombing attack on enemy vessels near WICKHAM

ISLAND, NEW GECRGIA., This attack was executed at 2:10 p.m. De-

cember 26th, GUADALCANAL time and not on December 25th. as pre-

viously reported.

On December 26th, a forece of GUADALCANAL dive bombers and

fighters bombed and strafed MUNDA Airfield, NEW GEORGIA.

Enemy barge and small craft activity in the WESTERN NEW
GEORGIA Group continues,

At REKATA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND and BUKA, north end of
BOUGANVILLE ISLﬂHD according to natives, our recent air raids
have been highly effactiva. There has been considerable des-
truction of enemy aircraft, fuel dumps and shore installations.
In HEKATA BAY a direct hit was scored on an enemy submarine on
December 1l6th,

The Submarine WAHOO returning from patrol of the SOLOMONS

sea area reports as follows:-

December 10th. - Sank a 5,644-ton cargo or passenger ves-

sel.
December l4th. - Sank a Japanese submarine of the I=2
Class (1950 tons).

The Submarine SAILFISH reports torpedoing a Japanese sub-

marine near NEW BRITAIN, BISMARCK Archipelago.

- 104 =



¢ v

Cominci FiLg UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

S , & E T!A'rr DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

10 a.m, December 27, 1942,

B IFIC ACTION nt'd,)

On December 25 a force of dive bombers from GUADAL-
CANAL in an attack on a small group of enemy ships, sank
a 3,000-ton vessel near WICKHAM ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA.

The Submarine SEADRAGON reports sinking an enemy sub-
marine (I-68 type, 1400 tons) and a cargo vessel.

51x motor torpedo boats operating from MILNE BAY, NEW
GUINEA and TUFI EAY, NEW GUINEA, since December 17th. report
the following.

On the night of December 23rd. they destroyed by
gunfire and grenades a 100-ft. enemy schooner. They
also strafed six enemy landing barges off HOLNICOTE
BAY, KEW GUINEA.

On the night of Dacember 24th., they sank two
loaded Japanese barges in DOUGLAS Harbor (1/2 mile south
of CAPE WARD HUNT, NEW GUINEA).

On December 25th, they sank an enemy submarine off
KUMUSI, (Near GONA, NEW GUINEA). The submarine was at-

tacked on the surface and was seen to break in half
after being struck by at least two torpedoes.
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OUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

During the attack on WAKE ISLAND on the night of
December 22/23, 138 - 500 1b. bombs and 12 incendiary elusters
were dropped from a height of 4,000 feet. Photographlic mis-
sion after attack was unsuccessful due to bad weather, Every
indication shows attack a complete surprise and only two bombs
reported as missing the island. Extensive damage was done to
enemy installations, We suffered no casualties and all of
our planes returned with only two slightly damaged.

A report has been received (originator as yet undeter-
mined) states that 11 Flying Fortresses took off between 11
p.m, and 123130 a.m. on the night of 25-26 December to attack
enemy ships in RABAUL Harbor. The first two planes arrived
at 3:30 a.,m. and dropped 16 - 500 1lb. bombs on the ships in
the inner harbor. Three hits were reported on a large trans-
port or cargo carrier and seven near misses on three small
cargo carriers. Four additional planes arrived over target
area between 4115 and 5:00 a.m. lo ships in harbor were sighted.
One of these planes bombed LUKUNAI Airfield, one bombed the
wharf area, one missed a heavy cruiser in ST. GEORGE CEANIEL,
and one plane falled to release its bombs. Of the five planes
not reaching the target area, one bombed BUKA and the others
Jettisoned thelr bombs, All planes returned safely,.
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on the morning of December 24th, nine Dauntless's with
an eguel number of Alrescobres and four Wildeots from GQUADAL-
CAMAL, attacked MUNDA ferdrome. Our planes encountered eight
Jepenese zerose et 12,000 feet but only four attscked and they
were shot down by the Alrascobres. About twenty more planes were
ceught attempting to toke-off cnd ten of these were shot down
in the air by the Wildcats. The remaining ten, grouped et the
end of the runway, were destroved by our dive bombers. Two
other Jepenese plenes were strafed in thelr revetments.

Weak anti-aireraft fire wuse silenced when our Dauntless's
dived. All of cur plenes returned undoamaged.

Laeter in the day 8t 6 p.m., nine Deuntless's sccompanied
by four Wildcets and four Alracobras bombed thirteen landing
barges with troops and supplies nesaring MUNDA. Four of the
berges reached shore but Tew of the Japs escaped. A return
visit wes made to the MUNOA Airfield st en sltitude of 50 feet
but no anti-aircraft fire wes received mand no plenes were seen,
Four 500-1b &nd eight 100-1b bombs were dropped on the runway
and gun emplaocements. Wreckage from earlier visits was still
present .
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On December 23rd at 12.10 end 12,24 p.m. local time,
twelve dive bombers end five Flying Fortresses from GUADALCANAL
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA., Eighty-six 100-1b bombs and eight
500-1b bombe were dropped on the runwey, coestal sun positions,
end in the viecinity of the flying fleld. Two zeros and e truck
were strafed end demeged,

About fifteen zeros intercepted, two of which were derinite-
ly destroyed end three »robebly destroyed. We suffered the loas
of three fighter planes end three dive bombers damaged,
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PACIFIC,

At 11,14 p.m., December 23rd, local time, WAKE ISLAND
was bombed by twenty-four Army B-2L's (Liberstors).

Initiel estimetes of the ettack are thet about 90% of
the bombs were placed in the target area. Iiany fires were
sterted which were visible 75 miles.

Apparently the atteck was & complete surprise as no
gnti-eireraft fire was encountered until after passage of the
first plane.

All plenes returned with only minor demage. There was
no injury to personnel.
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On December 22nd, MUKDA Alrfield, NEW GEORGIA, wos
bombed end streffed by eleven dive bombers Trom GUADALCANAL.
No enemy anctivity wes observed. Several minutes later ao
Flyling Fortress recelved heevy ontl-sireraft fire from o
position near the MUNDA Alrfield runway.



v v

Comiven FiLE UNITED BTATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

NAYY DEPARTWENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
(-] E T

4 SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).
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At 7 &.m, December 20th, four Flying Fortresses from
AUADALCANAL ettecked MUNDA, NEW GEORCIA with indifferent
results.

This eres wes again cttacked by one Flylng Fortress at
1 a.m., December 21st, The results were unobserved.

On December 2lst at 2 ma.m., two Flyling Fortresses attacked
two enemy cargo vessels near KAHILI, SHORTLAND Aree with 500-1Db
bombs. A direct hit snd near misses were scored. COre of the
wvessels wuae cbserved settling by the stern.

Hersssing attacks by Flying Fortreeses were nede on BUKL,
(North end BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND), KAHILI, SHORTLANL Aren, and
BALILALE (Northeast of SHORTLAND ISLAND) .

Alr observetion indicates the field on BALLALLE ISL/ND
is readvy for use.
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returnine from petrol of weters

= s wrT

The subaarine SWORDFISH
in vicinlty of NEW GUINEA, NEW BRITAIN, and SOLOMON ISLANI

reports the followling.

November 13th, dameged, possibly sank, & £300 ton cergo
vessel 5 miles off the north coamst of NEW BRITAIN.

Kovember 17th, seank a LLO0 ton cergo Or passenger vessel
10 miles off the ecst comst of NEW BRITAIN.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

on December 17th and 18th, twice daily bombing attocks
on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, were carried ocut by Flving Fortresses.

A single Flylng Fortress bombed and strafed MUNDA, NEW OEOHGIA,
gnd KAHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLLiND on the night of December 17th.

L Comst Wetcher reports that at LIUNDL enemy quarters,
supplies, and emmunition dumps heve been demaged. At KiIlILI
the smme source reports planes, trucks, gun emplecements, and
& gesoline dump have been destroyed.

On December 1Gth, twelve dive bombers Ifronm GUADALCANAL ,
gscorted by Tighters, attecked LIUNDA &t 1.30 p.m., destroylng
geverns]l buildinge. No opposition was encountered,

On the same dey, seven Flylng Fortresses, escorted by
eight Lightnings, ettacked MUNLA at 5.15 p.m., sterting several
fires. These plenes, on & mission to ettack ghipping at BUIN,
SHORTLAND Ares, were turned back by the weather end subseguently
intercepted over SHORTLIND ISLAND by st lesst twenty enemy
planes., The enemy Iorce consisted of land zercos, Iloat zeros,
and float biplanes, Three Japunese planes were destroyed. The
eneny plunes dropped phosphorous bombs whleh dld not damege our
planes. However, one Flylng Foriress and Tive Lightninge re-
ceived demage from bullets,

At 1 &.m,, one Fortress dropped twenty 100-1b bombs on
BUKA (northern end of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND) sterting one large
fire,
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SOUTE PLACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd].

On December 18th, Flying Fortresses with fipghter escorts
completed two bombing misslons ageinst the MUNDA Aresa, NEW
GEORGIA., All of our planes returned,
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In the 10 a.m, summery of December 17th, & total of
twelve zeros wes reported destroyed. Three end not twelve
zeros were shot down.

Alr operations egainst the MUNDA Arem, NEW GEORGIA,
continue with en ettack on December 17th by five Flying For-
tresses and seven Lightnings,

The Army Trensport E.J. HINDS grounded in SEALLEK CEANNEL
of f GUADALCANAL.,

- 184 -



\ 'Y

UNITED BTATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN IN CHIEF

Compicn Fioe
o
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WARHINGTON, D, C.
E R BE 10 a.m. Lecember 17, 19L2,

&

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

Our delly attacks on the MUNDA Area, NEW GEOHCLL, and
REKLTA BAY, SANTA ISABEL, continue.

On December 16th on an attack mission over MUNDA, NEW
GEQRGIAL, Tive flying fortresses were intercepted by twelve
land zeros. All of the enemy plenes were shot down. One
Tlying fortress wgés shot down. The crew of this plane was
leter rescued.

At 10.40 p.m, Decenmber l6th nine of our dive bombers
attacked the MUNDA Area., 3Six 500-1b bombs end ten 100-1b
bombs were dropped on or near the runwey. Two of these plunes
bombed an enemy destroyer or light cruiser scoring one 500-1b
bomb hit and two possible 100-1b bomb hits, One plene feiled
to return.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

In the SOLOMONS, 2 flying fortresses bombed the KAHILI
Airfield at BUIN on the 1l4th of December. No enti-siroraft
or eir opposition was encountered. At noon on the 15th,

3 fighters end 9 dive bombers from GUADALCANAL attacked the
MUNDA Ares, Hesults were not observed and no opposition was
offered by the enemy.

Report recelved from scouts indlcates that the enemy
guffered meny cesualties in the MUNDA Area from our bombing
on the 12th.

On GUADALCAMAL on the 13th, 2 enemy machine gun poslitions
with their crews were destroyed during patrol amctivities.

On the night of the l3th, east of GUADALCANAL, the

destroyer SAUFLEY depth cherged and poesibly damaged an enemy
submarine.
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The submarine GRAYLING returned from & petrol off
On November 6th, two hits were scored on & CHIYODA
This vessel wes budly dameged wnd
On November 10th, a 5300 ton Tanker weas
On the night of December 4Lth,

TRUK.
type Plane Tender.
possibly sunk.
sunk in a night surface attack.
a small schooner was sunk by gunfire.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

Our air attacks on the MUNDA Aree contlnue, 4 Tlight
of seven flying fortresses on the morning of the 1ith
dropped fifty-eight 100-1b bombs from 12000 feet. Later
in the dey e striking force from HENLERSON FIELD, GUADALCINAL,
composed of 3 Wildcats, & Lightninges and 8 dive bombers
pttecked the area, There was no air opposition end anti-
pircraft fire is described as medium 3 inech, Hhesults are not

reported.

An enemy attack on the GUADALCANAL firfield on the night
of the 1l3th-14th resulted in the destruction of 1 Fighter
plane and 1 gas truck. The report recelved 1s not clear as
to the nature of the attock which was possibly & guerrilla

ettack by ground treops.
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SOUTH PLCIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

10 a,m., December 1L, 19L2.

&

On December l3th ground action on GU/DALCANAL limited
to patrol msctivity. One enemy plane dropped 3 bombs on
our eirfield fighter strip.

Alr ettacks on the enemy in the MUNDA Area NEW CEQRGIA
continue.

The submerine FLYING FISH reports sinking 2 enemy des-
troyers in the SOLOMONS Areea.

It is reported thet the navel cargo vessel ALCHIBA twice
torpedoed and now aground neer LUNGA, GUADALCANAL, mey ulti-
metely be salvaged and floated In 2 weeks.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

The air attack on enemy surfece unite mentioned In the
morning report of December 12th was & strike by GUALALCANAL
dive bombers supported by eircobras et 6 p.m. December 1llth,
againet a formeation of eleven enemy destroyers. Apparently
these vessels were enroute to CUADALCANAL with reinforcements
end supplies. Our planes scored hits on five of the destroy-
ers with two hits on one.,

The enemy formation contirued on its misslon end at
12.35 a.n. December 12th it wes vigorously ettacked by our
Motor Torpedo Boats with the followlng results:

1 destroyer sunk.

1 destroyer set on fire, exploded and probably
sunk.

1 destroyer damaged.

3 enemy prisoners plcked up from the sunken
destroyer geve its name cs TENUZUKI.

In this action we lost one Torpedo Boat and three killed,
two officers end five men missing.

December 12th ground action on WUADALCANAL was limited
to patrol activities.
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9 a,m, December 12, 1942,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTICN (Cont'd).

From incomplete reports it 1s apparent that our air
forces successfully ettecked enemy surface units northwest
of GUADALCANAL end scored several hits on enemy destroyers.
Complete detalls are not et present evellable.

The succession of ettacks on the enemy airfield at
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND, continues with an attack on the
morning of December 12th by seven flying fortresses escorted
by fighter planes. Nine 1,000-1b bombs were dropped, four
of which hit the landing strip. Eighty 100-1b bombs also
were dropped in the general area. No enemy air opposition
wes met, anti-aireraft fire is deseribed as "poor™. Our
planes returned with no demage,

On the morning of December llth, nine flying fortresses
dropped one hundred fifty-five 100-1b bombs on the MUNDA
airfield. No enemy air or anti-eircreft opposed. Our plenes
returned safely and report that clouds intervening after the
bombe dropped prevented an assessment of the results.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

On the morning of December 9th, 3 flights of Tlying
fortresaes bombed MUNDA Field Northwest NEW GEORGIA. Heavy
gnti-aireraft fire wes encountered which diminiﬁhsd consli-
derably during the attack.

On December 9th, GUADALCANAL ground sctivity was
limited to patrol contects with smell groups of the enemy.
One enemy ertillery position end several morters end machine
guns were neutralized, A

On the night of December 9th, a lotor Torpedo Boat
,L—"J) ank an enemy submarine off KALITMBO, GUADALCANAL.
A morning search plane on December 10th dropped depth
charges on MUNDA Fleld, starting flres.

At noon December 10th, eleven flying fortresses es-
corted by 8 P-38's attecked shlipping in FATSI HAKBOR scoring
three hits on & probable tanker gnd streddling snother. The
escorting P-38's shot down five zeros and one of the Tortresses
destroyed snother. All our plsnes returned without damage,
(This is the same atteck reported in this morning's summary.
At thet time the locele of the esction was unknown.)
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9 a.m, December 11, 1942,

J SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

On December 10th, eleven flying fortresses and
g P-38's from Guadalcanal ettecked two lerge ships in
an unreported locslity. Although identity Is doubted
there is a possibility of these targets being an slrcraft
carrler and an oller surrounded by & llght crulser end
destroyers. All our plenes returned after scoring three
hits on the first vessel and two straddles on the second.

A flying fortress on m reconneissance flight was
ettacked by fifteen zeros over New Georgila. The co-pilot
waes killed, Five of the fifteen zeros were shot down.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On December B8th, patrols on GUADALCANAL maintained
contact with the enemy to the west of our positions. OQur
artillery continued to harmss the enemy. To the south of
our positions, there was no contesct with the enemy. A
Eingfisher plene attacked and sank s two man Japanese
submarine on the surfesce 10 miles north of LUNGA POINT,
GUADALCANAL.,

Qur reconnaissance observed a large enemy cemp between
CAPE L'AVERDY and BANIN HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Our air striking force atteck on the enemy surface
units reported in the summery of December Lth was observed
and confirmed by a patrol 10 miles south of LANGSDALE POINT,
NEW GEORGIA. This patrol reports that 4 ships were set on
fire and one sank that night, the other 3 were still burning
the following day.
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The ALCHIBA aground near LUNGA POINT was again tor=-
pedoed at 8 a.,m. on December 7th. Hold No. 4 and engine
room flooded with leaks developing in Hold No. 5. There
is no indication of the wessel slipping off the shelf,

The ship is subject to further submarine attack and

its complete abandonment i1s recommended by the Commanding
Officer, with such subsequent salvaging as will be possible,
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10 a.m, December 6, 1942,

The Marine Second Raider Battalion after an out=-
standing 30-day operation through mountainous jungle reached
LUNGA on the night of December 4th. They destroyed five

enemy bases and killed 400 Japanese with a loss to themselves
of only 17 killed.

The 1l64th, Infantry patrols were active in the area
west of the MATANIFAU RIVER and killed 7 of the enemy.

GUADALCANAL Adlrcobras completed six misslons against

the enemy strafing 15 landing barges and rafts in the vicinity
of TASSAFARONGA.

Japanese supplies lashed to drums were observed
drifting toward the beach.
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9 a.m, December 5, 1942,

F CTION nt!

Minor ground activity on GUADALCANAL, West of
POINT CRUZ, 164th, Infantry patrol killed five of the
enemy and destroved a machine gun,

A Marine Raider Patrol killed sixteen Japanese,
captured several machine guns, a mortar, and some ammuni-
tion in the upper vicinity of the LUNGA RIVER. Four of
our Marines were wounded.
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FIC ACTION (Cont!

At 6130 p.m, 3 December, an air striking force
composed of 10 fighters, 8 dive bombers, and 7 torpedo
planes attacked an enemy surface force consisting of two
heavy cruisers, two light cruisers, and six destroyers
about 150 miles northwest of GUADALCANAL heading south-
east and scored 2 - 1000-1b. bomb'hits in one cruiser,

1 - 1000-1b, bomb hit in another cruiser, two torpedo hits
in a third vessel, and two possible torpedo hits in a fourth
vessel. Ten enemy float planes were shot down by our fight-
ers. Our losses were one fighter, one torpedo plane, and
one dive bomber,
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On GUADALCANAL 14 enemy troops were killed by our pa-
trols, Army fighters supported our ground forces on five
attack missions,

On the morning of 2 December air search plane depth

charged an enemy submarine 15 miles southwest of SIMBO IS-
LAND and observed an oil slick,
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9 a.m. December 3, 1942.
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The Submarine GUDGEON returned from patrol of the
NEW IRELAND-SHORTLANDS AREA on December lst. and reported

the following sinkings and damage to the enemy:-

Date of action not reported - South of NEW IRELAKD, one
7,000-ton cargo vessel
in convoy was sunk and
another ship of the same
size damaged.

November 1l = = = = = = = = = In the same Area, two
74500-ton cargo vessels
in a convoy were sunk in
a night surface attack.
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& SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On GUADALCANAL on December 2nd. Marines attacked an
enemy patrol of 60 men near the upper reaches of the LUNGA
RIVER. 35 of the enemy were killed and a quantity of arms
and ammuinition captured. As a result of one minor contact
along the MATANIKAU RIVER 20 enemy soldlers were killed.
Army and Navy planes continumed to attack enemy positions
during the day of December lst,

Enemy personnel to the number of 26 have reached our
base on GUADALCANAL from the Japanese Destroyver TAKANAMI,
Thlis ship was leading an enemy destroyer formation in the
SAVO ISLAND action on the night of November 30th., when it
was sunk instantly by a heavy explosion, The TAKANAMI was
loaded with supplies but had no troops aboard.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On GUADALCANAL on December lst, there was considerable
patrol activity. An Army patrol captured a 70mm gun, killing
11l enemy troops. A Marine patrol captured 6 machine guns
and killed 15 Japanese, Along the upper LUNGA RIVER Marines
captured one 75mm and one 30mm gun, killing 25 Japanese,

aireraft made four attacks against enemy positions., Un-
ldentified planes were over GUADALCANAL twice on the night of
November 30-December 1,

In REKATA BAY on the morning of the lst., two flying
boats and three other planes were seen, Our plane was fired
upon, but no damage was done.

Additional information on the night action off SAVO
ISLAND, November 30-December li-

It is believed that the enemy force totaled three cruis-
ers, nine destroyers and five transports or cargo ships.

Enemy ships sunk:-
# 2 Light Cruisers (YUBARI or SENDAI Class);
4 Destroyers;

2 Transports;
1l Cargo ship.

Enemy ships damaged:-

2 Transports.

It 1s possible that a heavy cruiser was present, If so,
it escaped undamaged, with the surviving destroyers.

Our destroyers made a torpedo attack on the enemy trans-
port group from 5,000 yards, following which, at 10:30 p.m., the
action began, Gunfire was at ranges from 5,600 to 12,000 yards.
The enemy gunfire is described as "unimpressive",

#However, another estimate is that the enemy combat units
were destroyers and submarines only.
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A general melee ensued in which events were uncertain
but in which the destrovers on both sides were very active.
Numerous shlps were afire, One large ship was seen capsized
and a large vessel, either a battleship or heavy cruiser,
stopped and complaéaly afire, was passed close aboard. Short-
ly before 2130 a.m, the signal was given to assemble the re-
maining forces and the ships able to comply formed column and
proceeded to the east, The SAN FRANCISCO, HELENA, and later
the destroyers FLETCHER, STERRET, and O'BANNON Jnined the forma-
tion. Radio TULAGI was informed of the PORTLAND's sitnation
and a tow and ailr coverage requested for her. At daylight
the Light Crulser JUNEAU (anti-aireraft) joined in INDISPENSABLE
STRAIT near MALAITA ISLAND.

The force proceeded southward and at the best speed pos-
slble considering the damaged ships, Shortly after 11:00 a.m,
on the 13th. the formation was on course 180, speed 17 knots,
and zigzagging south of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. A torpedo fired
from the port beam passed astern of the HELENA, ahead of the
SAN FRANCISCO, and hit the JUNEAU somewhere aft. A single
enormous explosion followed which filled the immediate area
with debris and a large cloud of brown, black, and yellow smoke,
Personnel on ships in the formation haiiu?ad that a high level
bombing attack had been made because of the extent and volume
in which the debris fell. The surviving ships went to maximum
speed and made radical changes in course. Within one minute
after the explosion the JUNEAU had completely disappeared.

No sight or sound contact was made on the submarine.
There were only two destroyers screening and the ships present
were erippled. For these reasons the formation continued on
its course,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

No further reports received on night action of November
30-December 1.

The Submarine GRAMPUS returned from patrol in the SOLOMONS
AREA on November 23rd. HReports one possible hit en a JINTSU
Class 1light cruiser, one hit in an AMAGIRI class destroyer,
and two hits in an ASASHIO class destroyer.

- be

A detalled report by the Commanding Officer, U.S5.8.
HELENA, of the naval action off SAVO ISLAND early on the morn-
ing of November 13th. has been received by mail. It is sum-
marized as follows.

The U.S5. forces approached SAVO ISLAND shortly after 1:00
a.m.y, local time, in a long column, The ships were disposed in
the column in the following crder:-

4 Destroyers

1 Light Crulser (anti-aircraft)
2 Heavy Crulsers

1 Light Cruiser (anti-airecraft)
4 Destroyers.

The enemy forces apparently came in to the south of SAVO ISLAND
from the northwest in two or three groups., Contact was made
approximately six and one-half miles southeast of SAVO ISLAND,

At 1143 a.m, our destroyers were ordered to launch a tor-
pedo attack, At 1:48 a.m, U.8. forces opened fire at 3,000
yards upon a group of enemy ships on the port bow of the forma-
tion. Just prior to this time the enemy had turned on search-
lights and opened fire upon our ships. The Light Cruiser (anti-
alreraft) AT A fell out of the formation to port and seemed
to be on fire at 2:10 a.m, The Heavy Cruiser SAN FRANCISCO was
hit heavily., particularly in the area around the bridge. Hear
Admiral Callaghan and all but one of his Staff were lled at
this time., The JUNEAU was hit by a torpedo in the forward en-
gineroom. Just prior to 2:18 a.m. the PORTLAND received a tor-
pedo hit and lost steering control.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On GUADALCANAL patrolling supported by artillery and
alr strafing was the only ground activity on the 30th.

GUADALCANAL planes strafed enemy positions at REKATA
BAY, but no activity was observed.

Some activity was noted on RENDOVA and GANONGGA ISLANDS
in the NEW GEORGIA Group.

Complete reports are not yet available on the surface
action off SAVO ISLAND on the night of November 30-December 1.
It appears that our force of four heavy crulsers, cne light
crulser, and six destroyers opened fire on four ships, be-
lieved to be transports, at CAPE ESPERANCE, making hits at
once, Fires were seen on some of the enemy ships. Shortly
after opening fire, our ecrulsers received a torpedo attack
believed to have been from destroyers or submarines. There
seems to have been further action as one enemy cruiser 1s re-
ported to have been seen to blow up and additional enemy ves-
sels destroyed and others damaged. Our damage, from reports
recelved to date, 1s as follows:-

PENSACOLA =~ Torpedo hit and severe fire damage.

NORTHAMPTON - Burned and total loss.

MINNEAPOLIS - Badly damaged forward, three of four fire-
rooms flooded.

NEW ORLEANS - Received torpedo hits. Exact damage un-
known due to conflicting reports.

These vessels, except the NORTHAMPTON, are at TULAGI
with two destroyers., The remainder of the forﬁa has retired
from the area.
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At 10 p.m., local time, 30 November, our surface
forees composed of four heavy cruisers, two light cruisers,
and slx destroyers engaged enemy surface vessels in the
vieinity of SAVO ISLAND. The Heavy Cruilser MINNEAPOLIS
received two torpedo hits, one hit amidships resulted in
the flooding of all firerooms except No. 1. The other
hit blew the bow off back to Turret No. 1. The Heavy
Cruiser NORTHAMPTON was set on fire aft, The Heavy Cruiser
NEW ORLEANS was alsc hit by one or more torpedoes.

No other details have been recelved.
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Minor ground activity on GUADALCANAL., Our raiders
destroyed a considerable amount of enemy arms and ammuni-
tion in the wvieinity of the upper LUNGA RIVER. ..?

v At 12125 p.m, on November 28th. five flying fortresses

X

%,LS*Q\

attacked the convoy of three destroyers and two cargo vessels
reported in this morning's Summary. Five 100-1b, bomb hits
were scored on the second cargo vessel of the convoy. Ten
Zeros Intercepted, three of which were shot down., The fort-
resses did not recelve any serlous damage.

Cur anti-submarine patrol detected a 100-foot Japanese
submarine lying on the bottom of VERAHUE COVE near LAVORO on
the northwestern end of GUADALCANAL, Three bombs were drop-
ped. Results not ohbserved.

K y
The AﬁEHIEn is still beached and burning forward. Dis-
charge of the cargo in the after holds is proceeding.

INDIAN OCEAN

At 8 a.m, November 28, Greenwich Time, the Netherlands
Crulser HEEMSKIRK and H.M.A.S. ADELAIDE intercepted the
German Auxiliary RAMSES B90 miles west of PERTH, AUSTRALIA,
en route from KOBE to GERMANY via BATAVIA. The vessel was
sunk by self scuttling and gunfire. There were no casualtles
on elther side.

- 161 -




NITED STATES FLEET
S reedd Hrapguasress oF THE CoMMANDEN f CHID?
HAVT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, B, O
SE ﬁ 1
10 a.m. November 29, 1942,
&

t'd,)

On GUADALCANAL our front-line patrols continued hunt-
ing down snipers and destroying small points of enemy re-
sistance. Other sectors were gulet.

Three GUADALCANAL dive bombers and three torpedo planes
attacked shipping in MUNDA BAY, NEW GEORGIA. Two near misses
by our dive bombers were observed.

At 3135 p.m. November 27th. a search plane sighted an
enemy convoy of three destroyers and two transports 265 miles
northwest of GUADALCANAL on an easterly course., The follow-
ing morning a convoy of similar composition was observed 160
miles northwest of GUADALCANAL on a northwesterly course. One
transport was burning and making little headway. The cause of
this damage has not been determined (possibly by submarine at-

tack).

According to native reports, a Japanese destroyer from
a group of five ships shelled four villages on the southeast
coast of GANONGGA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA. From three to six shells
were fired at eaeh village. No casualties reported.
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In local operations west of POINT CRUZ, GUADALCANAL,
50 of the enemy were killed and a number of machine guns cap-
tured, During the night two enemy bombers dropped bombs near
the mouth of the LUQF# EIVEH, with no damage.

At midnight November 26 seven of our Flying Fortresses
attacked the KAHILI Aerodrome near BUIN, BOUGANVILLE. Sixteen
hits were scored on the runway and large fires started. No
enemy opposition encountered. E=))

On the 23rd. and 24th, of November the GUADALCANAL Air
Force bombed KOEONGOLO MISSION, MUNDA AREA, NEW GEORGIA, and
destroyed .all buildings in the vicinity. During these raids
the enemy took to the bush,

Enemy explorations toward the eastern side of NEW
GEORGIA continue, A barge with 50 Japanese has been reported
in BALFOUR CHANNEL, HRENDOVA ISLAND.

Native sources report that there are 3,000 Japanese in
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISAEEL,
H-9
tn November 27th, &t 6:50 a,m, the naval cargo vessel
ALCHIBA was torpedoed 3,000 yards northeast of LUNGA POINT,
GUADALCANAL, Fires were started forward and the vdssel was
subsequently beached.

I "nH-a
PACIFIC

The submarine HADDOCK returning from patrol of the
EAST CHINA SEA reports sinking two 7,000-ton cargo vessels
and a 10,000-ton tanker,

N-Y

Lty
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There was minor ground activity on GUADALCANAL during
the past twenty-four hours with our patrols engaged in mop-
ping up isolated groups of the enemy offering resistance,

At 4 a.m, on the 26th, two enemy bombers dropped bombs
on our positions without damage. Our dive bombers patrolled
over enemy lines throughout the night.

Four of our Flying Fortresses attacked an enemy convoy
of two dautrnyerai two cargo vessels, and one oiler in the
L

vieinity of PILOPILO GANONGGA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP,
Eight 500-1b. bombs were dropped. No hif# were observed.

agot C = M

- 158 -




b -

8 ¢

e e UNITED STATES FLEET
s E ANTERS OF THE COMMANDER 4 Clizy
MAVY DEPARTMENT, WASKINGTON, D. .
EI
9 a.m, November 26, 1942,
&

H C ACTION !

No action reports from SCOLOMON ISLANDS AREA,

PACIFIC

Submarine SEARAVEN, returning from patrol of SUNDA
STRAIT and CHRISTMAS ISLﬂND, reports the following:-

October 5 - - One hit in 7,000-ton freighter whiech
subsequently stranded on CHRISTMAS
ISLAND,

October 12 - Sank an B,000-ton German freighter.
(This sinking was reported in the
Summary of Oetober 13th.).

November 17 - Two hits in 14,000-ton SHIRETCOKA Type
naval tanker at pler in FLYING FISH
COVE, CHRISTMAS ISLAND, A large ex-
plﬂsiﬂn and flying debris were ob-
served. The ship broke up.
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& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

There was no ground activity of importance on
GUADALCANAL in the last twenty-four hours.

At 3:00 a.m, November 25, one enemy plane dropped
bombs to the south of the airfileld and inflicted some per-

sonnel casualties.
Army Alrcobras harrassed enemy ground positions.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On GUADALCANAL & Marine patrol contacted an enemy
encampment on the north slope of MAMBULO, EBeventy of
the Japanese were killed and five machine guns captured.
Our casualtlies, - two wounded.

Q
B

On the west flank our forces are reorganizing and
operations are temporarily halted.

GUADALCANAL dive bombers and fighters attacked
LAMBETI, NEW GEORGIA, on November 23rd., and scored a di-
rect hit on a warehouse,

Alr observation indicated enemy unloading supplies
on CHOISEUL ISLAND November 21st, and a cargo vessal was
cbserved unloading near MUNDA. The weather prevented air
attack on these objectives.
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No action reports received for the SOLOMONS AREA.

PACIFIC.

The Submarine SALMON, returning from patrol off
MANILA BAY, reports the followingi-

November 8th. - 290 miles northwest MANILA BAY two
torpedo hits in 7,000-ton freighter.

November 1Cth. - Large sampan destroyed.

November 17th. - 295 miles northwest of MANILA BAY
two torpedo hits in 6,000-ton
oller; one hit in 5 O&D—tcn Cargo
vssaai; one hit in 5,000=-ton oiler,

Two of the vessels in the attack of November 17th, are
believed sunk.

The Submarine TAUTOG, returning from patrol off the
INDO-CHINA COAST, reports sinking a 5,000-ton cargo vessel
on October 27th. 135 miles southeast of CAMRANH BAY, in ad-
dition to destroying a 70-ton fishing schooner 160 miles
wast of ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES, on October 20th.
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On GUADALCANAL slight local advances continue west
of the MATANIKAU RIVER, The Japanese are active in the
MAMBULO and uEpar MATANIKAU regions, Enemy positions
were harried by airceraft during the night of 22-23 Novem-
ber,

PACIFIC

The Submarine TAMBOR, returning from patrol in the
TONKIN GULF, FRENCH INDO-CHINA, reports sinking an 8,000
ton passenger freighter 110 miles east southeast of HAIPHONG,
FRENCH INDO-CHINA and destroying by gunfire a 30-ton sampan
155 miles northwest of ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES, taking 10
members of the crew prisoners.
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On GUADALCANAL our advance on the west flank is
continuing slowly in the face of stubborn enemy resistance.
No other ground activity in other sectors.

The GUADALCANAL Air Force continuously attacked enemy
positions west of the MATANIKAU RIVER. In the vieinity of
DUNAI, NEW GEORGIA, a near miss was made on an enemy cargo

vessel,
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The PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS are generally quiet. Logis-
tic support of GUADALCANAL AREA is proceeding satisfactorily.

The Destroyer BEENHAM in the engagement off SAVO IB-
LAND on the night of November 14-15 was struck by a torpedo.
Subsequent working in seaway caused the ship to begln break-
ing up. At about 4 p.m, November 15th., 25 miles south of
CAPE HENSLOW, GUADALCANAL, the BENHAM was abandoned and sunk
E; gunfire. The parsunnai were transferred to the Destroyer
IN.,

The Submarine SILVERSIDES reports sinking one cargoe

vessel off TRUK and a destroyer off NEW HANOVER (northwest
end of NEW IRELAND).
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i SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)
oo

(n November 21st, numerous patrol contacts along upper
end of the MATANIKAU RIVER, GUADALCANAL. The Army is engaged
in local operations vieinity of POINT CRUZ in preparation for

general attack.

P-39's of the GUADALCANAL Air Force carried out eleven
attack missions against enemy installations.

PACIFIC

The Submarine GUARDFISH, returning from patrol in the
EAST CHINA SEA, reports sinking 15,000 tons of enemy shipping
including a loaded tanker.
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5 p.m. November 20, 1942,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On 18 November enemy patrols on GUADALCANAL were ac-
tive and aggressive. Our forces advanced their positions
on the west flank to the westward of POINT CRUZ,

On 19 November ground action was limited to patrol
activity covering advancement of outpost line, Japanese
%g:ﬂ:a amounted to about 35 killed, our casualties were

ght.

In the raid on shipﬁfnz at BUIN on 18 November P-38's
escorting the B-17's and B-26's shot down three Zero fight-
ers in addition to those previously reported shot down by
the bombers.

At 2130 p.m. 19 November a large burned out enemy
cargo vessel sank following an explosion inshore near CAFE
ASTROLABE, MALATITA ISLAND. This wessel was one that had
not been previously reported as sunk.
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Commander South Pacific reports that of the estimated
1500 Japanese troops landed near TETERE on GUADALCANAL,
November 2nd., 800 have been killed, The remaining enemy
troops of this force are dispersed into groups and are work-
ing back into the jungle. This foree is considered to be
no longer effective due to disorganization and losses.

A combined air striking force on the BUIN AREA resulted
in two hits on an enemy cargo vessel by B-17's and one close
miss (20 feet), B-17's shot down ten land Zero fighters and
two biplanes., Marauders shot down two Zeros certain and one
probable. The bombing accomplished by the Marauders was not
observed and the results of the P-38 flight has not been re-
ported by GUADALCANAL,

The 5-42 reports gett one torpedo hit on a FUBUEI
type destrover 60 miles westfnorthwest of FAISI ISLAND on
2 November.

The 5-47 reports getting one torpedo hit on a KAKO or

TONE Class heavy crulser south of SHORTLAND ISLAND also on
2 November.
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Report of the night action 14-45 November off
SAVO ISLAND indicates that the following enemy vessels
were sunki-

One Heavy Crulser or Battleship
Three large Cruisers (probably ﬁeaw Cruisers);
One Destroyer.

Enemy ships damaged:-

Cne battleship (14" gun) hit repeatedly by 16"
and some 5" shells.
One cruiser and destroyer burning.

Our destroyers were cbserved to have fired rapid-
ly and accurately which contributed to the sinking of one
Japanese destroyer and damage to the other enemy destroyer,
as reported above.
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Bubmarine GRAYBACK, returning from patrol of ST.
gzuaaz CHANNEL (east of RABAUL) reports following damage
0 enemyi=

22 October - - Hits observed in 9,000-ton enemy
transport with No. 303 painted
on bridge 20 miles west of CAPE
8T. GEORGE.

31 October = = Two hits heard by sound on 8,000-
ton enemy naval auxiliary vessel
12 miles south of CAPE GAZELLE
(near RABAUL). Propellers stopped.

4 November - Three hits in enemy 8,000-ton mer-
chant wvessel 15 miles southwest of
CAPE 8T. GEORGE. One hit seen and
two heard by sound.

The GRAYBACK reports no positive evidence of these
vessels sinking as she was forced to deep submergence after
each attack. A total of B2 depth charges were dropped at
the GRAYBACKE during her patrol without material damage.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Complete information regarding the naval engage-
ments of the night of the 14th.-15th, is not yet avail-
able, The following report has been received.

tur battleships opened fire on what were belleved
to be crulser targets. Three minutes later the accompany-
ing destroyers also opened fire, The Destroyer PRESTON
was hit by an 8" salvo and possibly a torpede three min-
utes later, The ship rolled over and s within thirty
seconds. MAbout the same time the Destroyer WALEE was
hit by heavy caliber shells and possibly a torpedo. She
sank in about five minutes. 24 officers and about 220
men were rescued from these two ships.

A delayed report has been received concerning cas-
ualties incurred in the night actlion off SAVO ISLAND early
on the morning of the 13th. - Rear Admiral Scott and his
entire Staff were killed in action except one officer
named Murdock, who was badly wounded. The approximate per-
centage of survivors of the officers and men of ships lost
is as follows:i-

ATLANTA = - = = = = = 60%
CUSHING = = = = = = =

LAFFEY and MONSSEN - 30%
BARTON - - = = = = = 10%

About 25% of the survivors are wounded, many seriocusly.

The Commanding Officers of the ATLANTA, CUSHING, MONSSEN,
ngd the Commander Destroyer Division TEN are among the sur-
vivors.

BACIFIC

In connection with the rescue of the Rickenbacker
party near SAMOA, the performance of duty of Lieutenant
#W.F. BEadie and Aviation Radioman L.H. Boutte has been des-
eribed as outstanding. Lieutenant Eadie landed hls plane,
an observation type 052-U-3, on a medium sea by the light of
flares. Captain Rickenbacker and another survivor were lashed
to the wings of the plane and a third survivor placed in the
cockpit, The plane was then taxied 40 miles to 1ts base,
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SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
OfN_DAMAGE .

The Hea Cruiser BAN FRANCISCO received numerous shell
hits, some of gnn 14", above and below the water-line, The
superstructure was rid&l-d. Her Captain was killed and fight-
ing efficlency reduced to 25%. Rear Admiral Callaghan and
most of his Staff were killed.

The Heavy Cruiser PORTLAND received a torpedo hit aft
and proceeded to TULAGI where repalrs sufficlent to get her
underway are being made.

The Light Cruiser HELENA was damaged to an unknown ex-
tent.

The Light Cruiser ATLANTA was badly damaged and sunk
by own forces at daylight.

The Light Crulser JUNEAU received some damage. This
ship was torpedoed and sunk the next day while en route south.

The Destroyer LAFFEY was sunk by gunfire,

The Destroyer BARTON blew up from gunfire and a torpedo
hit.,

The Destroyers CUSHING and MONSSEN were badly damaged,
burned and sank the next morning.

The Destroyer AARON WARD was damaged, proceeded to
IULAGI, is making repairs and will shortly sall southward.

The Destroyer O'BANNON was damaged by an underwater ex-
plosion, possibly a depth charge from the LAFFEY.

- e wm e o o o o

No information on other engagements of the 13th.-15th.
is yet available.
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Preliminary reports of the night action of the 13th-

l4th, of November, off SAVO ISLAND, have been received,
Following is a resume of information avallable,

The enemy forces were formed in three groups totaling:-

2 KONGO Class Battleships,
2 Heavy Cruisers,

4 Light Cruisers, and about
10 Destroyers,

The U.S. Force passed between the right and center
groups. Firing ranges were from 1500 to 4000 yards. The cen-
ter and left enemy groups apparently engaged each other, then
all remaining ships ceased fire and retired. It is believed
that all en ships that escaped were hit. The action com-
menced at 1i a.m., 14 November. Our force numbered;-

2 Heavy Cruisers,
a Light Cruisers, and
Destroyers.

ENEMY DAMAGE.

One battleship was struck with two torpedoes seen to
detonate and was hit and set afire by 8" shells. This is be-
lieved to be the battleship attacked next day by our air forces.
No information 1s avallable as to what finally became of this
ship,

A second battleship recelved two torpedo hits and gun-
fire.

Two heavy cruisers were seen toc blow up and sink after
torpedo and gunfire had hit them.

A light erulser of the NATORI Class (5170 tons) was
seen to sink and two additional ships of the same, or similar,
class were hit heavily and set afire,

A FUBUKI Class (1700-ton) destroyer and two or three
other destroyers blew up., Several destroyers were set on fire,
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3 Destroyers damaged, 1 unaccounted for.

This estimate does not include damage to convoy and
its escort nor large force of eruisers and destroyers report-
ed at 3100 p.m. on November 14th, 150 miles north of GUADAL-

Additional information has been received as follows:-
Enemy damage considerable, but data incomplete.

Destroyers WALKE and PRESTON were lost south of
SAVO ISLAND, The BENHAM and GWIN were seriously dam-
aged and were proceeding at slow speed to the west
and south of GUADALCANAL towards ESPIRITU SANTO at
2145 a.,m, November 15th.

The SOUTH DAKOTA was hit by gunfire and suffered
30 dead and 60 wounded. Damage to battery, fire con-
trol, radar, catapults and planes was serious. In ad-
dition, five tanks are ruptured, but the vessel 1is
capable of 27 knots. It is considered that Navy Yard
repairs are required,

The WASHINGITON 1s undamaged and is proceeding in
company with the SOUTH DAKOTA to rendezvous with des-
troyers 165 miles southeast of GUADALCANAL.

Five enemy transports sunk, three burning and
dead in the water northwest of SAV0. The four trans-
ports unloading at GUADALCANAL beached and burning have
been previously reported. This is a total of twelve
transports considered destroyed.

The PORTLAND sank one SHINURI Type destroyer in
the night action early on the morning of November 13th,
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The following was recelved from the Commander South
Pacifici-

At 4:00 p.m, on the 1l4th. a large force of enemy
erulsers and destroyers was reported 150 miles north
of GUADALCANAL, At 2 a.m. the following day this
force was ldentified as:=-

4 Heavy Cruisers,
1 Light Cruiser, and
10 Destroyers,

In thls vieinity six hours later one heavy cruis-
er, one light eruiser, and two destroyers were report-
ed. Three heavy crulsers and eight destroyers were
missing at 10:30 a.m.

The latter part of the foregoing is not clear.
It seems that the three heavy crulsers and eight des-
troyers were missing at 8:00 a,m, and 10:30 a.m, on
November 15th. Whether these ships were sunk or
whether they left the area is not known.

In addition to the ATLANTA, JUNEAU, MONSSEN,
and LAFFEY reported sunk, the Destroyver BARTON is mis-
sing. The CUSHING has been reported burning and
abandoned.

There are 1400 survivors on GUADALCANAL,

Alreraft losses:- U,5, - 3 Fighters, 3 Dive Bombers,
== “and 1 Utility Plane.
Japanese- 8 of 10 Zeros which at-
tacked GUADALCANAL,

Commander South Pacific estimates the following damage
to the enemy:-

1 Battleship of the KONGO or FUSO Class heavily
ggigFed and unreported since the afterncon of the

1 Battleship damaged.

1l Cruiser blown up.

i Crulsers heavily damaged, possibly sunk,
Daestroyer sunk,
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Early on the morning of the 15th. three enemy trans-
orts were burning and abandoned 95 miles northwest of
UADALCANAL. Enemy formations retiring to the north were

E:;:Lin the followlng positions and distances from GUADAL-
-

1l Light Crulser and 1 Destroyer - - 200 mlles northwest,
4 Crulsers, 4 Destroyers, and

3 Smaller Craft = = = = = = = = = B5 miles north,
1 Heavy Crulser, 1 Light Cruiser,

and 2 Destroyers = = = = = = = = 145 miles north,

1l Heavy Cruiser, 2 Light Crulsers - 220 miles north.

Four enemy cargo ships were beached near TASSAFARONGA
on GUADALCANAL shortly after midnight of the 1l4th.-15th, and
commenced unloading. They were attacked after daybreak by
GUADALCANAL air, U.S. shore batteries, and by gunfire from
the Destrover HéﬁDE. They were completely destroyed.
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During the night action of 12-13 November eighteen 8"
hits were scored on a KONGO-Class battleship off SAVO IS-
LAND by the heavy cruiser SAN FRANCISCO, The battleship
was attacked next morning by GUADALCANAL planes, GSeven at-
tacks were made by torpedo planes and five by dive bombers,
;iaulting in seven torpedo hits aft and two 1000-1b, bomb

ts.

Seventeen B-17's attacked the same battleship at 11:20
a,m, 8ixty-eight 500-1b, bombs were dropped from 14,000
feet, Five or six hits were scored,

At 6:30 p.m. the battleship was still afloat, although
burning and smoking, with very little way on. Five destroy-
ers wereescorting and these were strafed at 9:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. by our fighters.

S The battleship was not observed on the morning of the
4th.

On the early morning of the l4th. enemy naval forces
bombarded the airfield area on GUADALCANAL, One dive bomber
and two Navy fighters were destroyed. Seventeen Navy fighters
were damaged, but the majority were immediately repairable,
Personnel casualties were light.

On GUADALCANAL on the 13th. of November ground action
was confined to the east flank, where 80 Japanese were killed

in three contacts.

Fo details are available concerning the engagements
on the evening and night of the l4th,-15th., other than indi-
catlions that our surface forces were angageé in the RUSSELL-
SAVO ISLANDS AREA. A number of survivors were seen in the
water in this area.
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On GUADALCANAL on the 13th., ground action was confined
to the east flank where 80 Japanese were killed in three
contacts. At 7:30 a.m. elght Zeros were shot down out of a
formation of ten which attacked, to one U.S5. fighter lost.
Later in the day, off SAVO IS y 8 KONGO-Class Battleship
was attacked by GUADALCANAL planes and badly damaged. The
escorting destroyers were'\strafed. HAll our planes returned.
The battleship was damage \furthar later in the day by B-17's.

No information has yvet become avallable as to the sur-
face engagements on the evening and night of the 14th.-15th,
of November, oy

On the morning of the 15th. three enemy transports were
burning and abandoned 90 miles northwest of GUADALCANAL. A
number of survivors were seen in the water between SAVO and
RUSSELL ISLANDS. Various formations of enemy wvessels, total-
ing 10 Crulsers and 7 Destroyers were seen retiring to the
north at high speed.

About midnight of the 1l4th.-15th. four enemy cargo
ships were beached near TASSAFARONGA and unloading commenced,

Commencing at dawn, these vessels were attacked by air and
surface units and destroyed.

s H=1
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A report from GUIEALEAR&L adds the following informa-
tion as of noon, 13 November (local time):-

KONGO-Class battleship with seven torpedo hits and a
1,000-pound bomb hit is burning fiercely 10 miles
north of SAVO ISLAND., Five enemy destroyers are
standing by her.

One wvessel, believed to be an enemy destroyer, is
beached and smoking at OLEVUGA ISLAND {vas{ of

FLG%IEA ISLAND),

Two unidentified wvessels, possibly destroyers, are
steami in eirecles and tralling oil east of NUGU
ISLAND (SEALARK CHANNEL, north of GUADALCANAL). /7 2

U.5,8, CUSHING, destroyer, 1s burning 5 miles southeast
of ShﬂglgsLAHD and has been abandoned.

U.5.8. MCONSSEN, destroyer, is in the same vicinity and
has been abandoned.

U,5.8. LAFFEY has been sunk,

700 survivors have been picked up. Some enemy survivors
have also been taken.

A v Further information on the attack by our aireraft from
GUADALCANAL on 2 Light Cruisers and 4 Destroyers retiring to
the westward of GUADALCANAL indicates that three, and possibly
four, torpedo hits were made on one crulser, and two, possibly
three, bomb hits were made on the other eruiser,

A preliminary battle report from the U.5.8. SAN FRANCISCO
on the night action of 12-13 November states that one enemy
# ecrulser and one destroyer were sunk and eighteen 8" hits were
scored on a KONGO-Class battleship.

At 11:09 a.m., 14 November, U.S.E..JUHEAU, light eruiser,
was torpedoed and sunk by enemy submarine twenty miles west of
“ SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND,

At 6130 a,m., 15 November, GUADALCANAL reported that four
enemy transports were unloading between TASSAFARONGA and CAPE

ESPERANCE on GUADALCANAL., 138 -
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On the afternoon of the 13th. Army B-17's attacked an
enemy battleship of the FUS0 Class, inflicting heavy damage.

Further information received concerning the action off
SAVO ISLAND early morning of the 13th. indicates that the Des-
troyer AKATSUKI was sunk.

Early on the morning of the l4th, the follewing forma-
tions of enemy ships were seen retiring northwards from the
GUADALCANAL AREA:z-

2 Crulsers and 2 Destroyers to the west of
GANONGA ISLAND;

5 Crulsers and 6 Destroyers southwest of VIRU
Harbor;

5 Ships, of which one was damaged, 145 miles
north of GUADALCANAL,

2 Cruisers and 4 Destroyers, 25 miles west of
CAPE EEPERANCE. - This formation was attacked by
GUADALCANAL planes and both ecrulsers badly damaged.

At the same time, a group of 12 transports, escorted
by battleships, erulsers, and destroyers, was seen 165 miles
northwest of GﬁlDﬁLGANAL and standing toward that island.
Early on the afternoon of the 1l4th. this forece was attacked
by our air and later by surface units. Reports received of
this action are meager. However, it appears that six enemy
transports are badly damaged and that the entire force com-
menced a retirement to the north about sundown from a point
80 miles north of GUADALCANAL. There are indications that
the undamaged ships may attempt to make a landing tonight on
GUADALCANAL,

At 8:00 p.m. on the 14th, a naval engagement was in
progress 19 miles to the westward of RUSSELL ISLAND. No re-
ports concerning progress or outcome are yet available,

PACIFIC,

The U.S. Submarine FINBACK, returning from a patrol
east of FORMOSA, reports sinking é?,ﬂﬂﬂ tons of shipping,

A Navy cntnlinarpickad up Captain E. Hickenbacker and
five other survivors of a forced landing, late in October,
600 miles northwest of TUTUILA, SAMOA,
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At 1:40 a.m., 14 November, GUADALCANAL reported being
shelled by naval gunfire,

A delayed report states that on 11 November mopping
up operations in the vielnity of TETERE were completed.
Captured arms, ammunition, and stores were destroyed. Our
troops have Iithﬂratn to a covering position to west side
of METAPONA RIVER. At least 350 Japanese were killed. Our
losses amounted to 40 dead and 120 wounded. A large enemy
group escaped to southwest from TETERE and are being inter-
cepted by our railders.

n the west flank, our advance to the westward was
halted at noon, 11 November, and a withdrawal was made to
the east side of the MATANTKAU RIVER to establish a temporary
defense line.

A flight of 12 fighters and & dive bombers attacked
REKATA BAY Area during the morning of 11 November. This
area appears deserted.

PACIFIC

The U.5.5. THRESHER on return from patrol in the
INDO CHINA=GULF OF SIAM-MAKASSAR AREA reports sinking or
heavily damaging two cargo vessels of about 5,000 and 6,000
tons on 19 September, north of LOMBOK STRAIT, with torpedoes,
and on 31 October sinking a 3,000-ton motor ship with gunfire
off KAPOPOSANG ISLAND (north of BALI).
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Tha U.5.5. PORTLAND suffered damage to steering gear as a re-
sult of a torpedo hit and will require a tow.

The U.5.8. ATLANTA was evidently badly damaged and was being
abandoned and sunk by demolition charges.

The U.5.8. AARON WARD (destroyer) was towed to the anchorage
in TULAGI Harbor.

Damage to enemy has not been reported other than a re-
port from GUADALCANAL at 8:23 a.m,, 13 November, which states
that the Jap battleship KONGO is still afloat near BAVD IS-
LAND. A light crulser, bellieved to be enemy, is out of con-
trol in the wvicinity of the KONGO. An unidentified ship ex-
pleded and sank four miles south of SAVO ISLAND. A Jap bat-
tleship and three destroyers are retiring te the westward.

At 0925, 13 November, an enemy force of 10 transports,
escorted by 12 ecruisers and destroyers, were sighted north
of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND retiring to tha northwest.

At 10 a.m., 13 November, an enemy force consisting
of one carrier, one battleship, three destroyers, plus other
vessals were nighted 220 miles nnrth of GUADALCANAL retiring
to the north at 15 knots.

Captain W.T. Sherry, Jr., USA, a survivor of the crashed
Rickenbacker plane, was picked up 130 miles east of FUNAFUTI.
Captain Sherry utaéad that Rickenbacker, one Colenel, U.S5. Army,
and four other survivors are on two life rafts in the vielnity.
Search with all available air and surface craft 1s continuing.
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Our surface forces on arrival KUKUM about dawn, 12
November, heavily shelled enemy positions, silencing shore
batteries. Large fires and explosions were noted on shore.
Seventy-five landing boats were found at TASSAFARONGA, some
of which had been previously damaged. Our ships' gunfire
‘destroyed thirty large ones and damaged others,.

The attack at this point was interrupted due to air
attack, which ocecurred at 2:15 p.m,, 12 November, when about
23 enemy torpedo bombers, escorted by 8 Zero fighters, attack-
ed our surface vessels in the vieinity of GUADALCANAL, 28
of our fighters were sent to intercept. Our planes shot down
16 torpedo bombers and 5 Zero fighters, while ships' gunfire
shot down 9 planes. Only one enemy plane was seen to escape.

The U.5.8. SAN FRANCISCO was side-swiped by a burning
plane which resulted in 30 casualties and slight damage,.

The U.5.58. BUCHANAN was hit by one 5" shell which did
some damage and resulted in five casualtles.

No other ships were damaged at this time, Few casual-
ties were incurred from own gunfire.

Incomplete reports indicate that our surface forces in
the GUADALCANAL AREA engaged enemy forces in & night action
about 2:30 a.m. 13 November. Our forces were apparently com-
posed of:-

SAN FRANCISCO, HELENA, PENSACOLA, PORTLAND, JUNEAU,
ATLANTA, and about 11 destroyers.

The following wvessels are reported as being damaged and re-
tiring at 15 knotsi-

SAN FRANCISCO (heavy cruiser),
JUNEAU (light eruiser)

HELENA (light cruiser),
O'BANNON Edutrurer},
FLETCHER (destroyer), and
BTERETT (destrover)
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& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
No action reports from the SOUTH PACIFIC,

The U.5.8. EPEARFISH on return from patrol off LUZON
reports sinking a minelayer of 2,500 tons on 24 September
70 miles south southwest of MINDORO ISLAND and a merchant
vessel in convoy on 9 October 90 miles northwest of CORREGIDOR,
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No action reports received since yesterday after-

e T )

The Submarine SEAWOLF, while patrolling MAKASSAR
and DAVAO GULF, sank the following:-

November 2 - 3,500-Ton MARU off CAPE SAN AUGUSTIN,
November 3 - 9.D00-Tnn Motorship loading off TALOMO
Wharf. Three hits scored, vessel sink-
ing and on fire when last seen.
November a - 5,000-Ton MARU inbound DAVAQ CITY,
November B - 4,000-Ton MARU off SAN AUGUSTIN.

NOTE:- CAPE BAW AUGUSTIN is at the Eastern En-
trance to DAVAO GULF,
TALOMO 1s five miles west of DAVAO in DAVAO

GULF .
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5 p.m, November 11, 1942,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 9:30 a.m., 11 November, 10 ene dive bombers,
escorted by 12 Zero fighters, were over GUADALCANAL. The
U.S.5. ZEILIN, Naval Transport, was damaged by three near
bomb misses while unloading. Ome hold was flooded and
another partially flooded. 5 Zeros and 1 bomber were
shot down, plus 2 Zeros and 1 bomber probable.

At 11:35 a.m. 11 November a group of 5 Zero flghters
and 25 twin-engine bombers came over., Our planes shot down
6 bombers and 2 probable., Anti-aireraft fire shot down one
bomber.

Our alreraft losses amounted to 7 fighters from
which two pllots were saved, Five additlonal fighters were
dmgﬂd .

No other ships were damaged in either of the above
attacks,
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On GUADALCANAL, near TETERE, about four miles east
of KOLI POINT, a Jap force of unknown strength has been
surrounded. n‘.‘hin apparently, 1s the force which was
landed on the night of November 2nd-3rd. The advance to-
ward KOKUMBUNA, to the west, was resumed at daylight of
the 10th., Army P-39's flew four attack missions in sup-
port of the ground forces.

On the morning of November 9th. 180 miles north-
west of LUNGA POINT, GUADALCANAL, two light cruisers and
three destroyers were seen, en route to FAISI. In this
same locality, early on the evening of November 10Oth.,
GUADALCANAL diva bombers attacked five enemy destroyers
headed southeast. Near misses were made, but no hits,
There are indications, however, of slight damage to these
ships., Toward midnigﬂt enemy ships were in the vieinity
of CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADA
same units.

Near SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on the 9th. our alr search
located a camouflaged and radioc equipped schooner.

The Destroyer Minesweeper SOUTHARD at 0230, local
time, on the 10th, attacked and probably sank an enemy
submarine five miles off HADA BAY, northwest polnt of SAN
CRISTOBAL ISLAND,

A large flight of enemy planes was over the GUADAL-
CANAL air field at 11120 a.m., local time, November 1llth.

LCANAL. These were apparently the
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Report from SOUTH PACIFIC states that additional
air losses of enemy on 7 November, not previously report-
ed, were three Zero float planes and one float biplane.
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i No action reports from the SOUTH PACIFIC this morn-

- E S B E o ER o o W s -

RALEIGH searching estimated Japanese patrol stations
along the 175th, Meridian to the westward of the ELLICE
ISLANDS failed to make contact with any enemy units.
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SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

November Bth - search planes from GUADALCANAL strafed
and bombed thres beached floating biplanes at REXATA BAY,
destroyed three landing boats south of CAPE ESPERANCE and
three landing boats west of TASSAFARONGA.

During the evening a two-man Japanese submarine at
CAFE ESPERANCE was sighted, bombed, strafed, and deatroyed.

LANSDOWNE reports bombarding suspected positiona at
KOLI POINT at 3 p.m. on the 7th.

Additional reports of air attacks agalnst one cruilser,
ten destroyers north of LUNGA POINT stating that our fighters
scored two hits and two near misses with 100 pound bombs on
a Japanese destroyer.

Submarine GRAYLING reports two torpedo hits in CHYCODA
type aireraft tendesr.

At 9150 p.m. of the Bth three of our motor torpedc boats
encountered two Japanese destroyers on SAVO ISLAND near CAFE
ESPERANCE firing five torpedoes, and making one definite hit.
One torpedo boat was holed by a shell.

Japanese appearing to be preparing for an attack about
the 1llth.

ENTERPRISE is now prepared to operate €6 planes on 24
hours notice, Expects to be fully ready by November Elst.
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This same force was sighted earlier, at 10 in the
morning, and attacked by 11 B-17's, - no hits being made,

An enemy plane shot down on GUADALCANAL on 25 Oct-
obar was an Army light bomber, - uniform of pilot Army.

Documents captured on GUADALCANAL indicate that the
presence of our naval force in the area prevented the land-
ing of the Japanese 38th. Division which was embarked on
transports with the plan for a general attack on 3 November.
Diaries captured indicate sickness and a shortage of food
and ammnition in enemy forces. They also indicate that
our naval gunfire and air attacks have been very effective
in bringing about a decline in morale amongst the Japanese.
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on 6 November our forces advanced to METAPONA RIVER,
four miles east of KOLI POINT, making no contact with enemy
forces, Advance to the east continued on the morning of the
7th,

P-400's made seven attacks on Japanese positions, des-
troying a boat with gas drums and a large ammnition dump.
Egntinuuua dive bomber patrols were made over Japanese posl-

ons.

During the night of 6-7 November our motor torpedo
boats reported two Japanese destroyers off LUNGA POINT and
elaimed one destroyer sunk. Our alr (probably the following
morning) reported a large oil slick, boxes, 1life rafts, in
the vieinity of NUGU ISLAND, SEALARK C (20 miles east
of LUNGA), - possibly moved by the current.

The small Transport MAJABA was struck amidships by one
torpedo two miles east of LUNGA at 9:30 on the morning of
the 7th, and was beached at 3 p.m. From the statements of
those who saw the periscope and conning tower, it appears \
that this attack was made by a midget or very small submarine.

Two of our destroyers in the vicinity made sound search-
es during the remainder of the day, during which three depth
charge attacks were made without apparent results.

At 5:30 in the afternoon of the 7th. seven dive bombers,
three torpedo planes, eight P-39's, and twenty-two fighters
attacked a Japanese %urcu of one lighx erulser and ten des-
troyers 135 miles north of LUNGA POINT (force was headed to
the south). Two torpedo hits, one 1000-1b. bomb hit, and one
near miss were made on the crulser, and one torpedo hit on a
dostroyer. P-39's shot down five float biplanes; F-4-F's
shot down five float Zeros and two float biplanes, - total
twelve planes. Four F-4-F's falled to return, one of the
pilots being rescued, At 6100 the enemy headed to the east-
ward, Our planes reported seeing an explosion after the
ships were no longer visible. As a result of this destrue-
tion of planes, the Japanese were apparently unable to pro-
vide ptanes for a projected covering operation the following
morning.
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)
5 November.

At 11130 in the morning 27 Bombers and Zeros were over
GUADALCANAL positions. Due to cloud conditions our fighters
did not make contact. Bombs were dropped near defense lines
killing one, wounding five,

Our aireraft were continuously over Japanese land posi-
tions. Five attacks were made by P-400's and one by dive .
bombers. i b LAl it TF oA

rtad : ™ A epart 1N

During the night of the 5th,-6th. the Second Marines
repulsed liﬁhg attacks west of POINT CRUZ.

-

TULAGI Marines completed a successful operation against
the Japanese outpost at CAPE ASTROLOBE (north tip of MALAITA
ISLAND), Nineteen Japanese were killed, one captured. All
radic equipment, documents, arms, and ammunition were captured
intact. Only two unarmed Japanese escaped to the bush. No
Marine casualties. Py it \ -
6 November. [, /TANVN, [ 4 oo

By the nnrniég of the 6th, the 1l64th, Infantry had com-
pleted passage of the MALIMBUI RIVER (KOLI POINT) and were ad-
vaneing to the north to envelope the Japanese south flank,

No large contacts had been made at the time of the report.

~

e e R R AR e A s . e .

At 4:00 in the morning of the 3ird. the MeCALLA sighted
thntgeriluopu of a submarine submerging close aboard off the
south entrance of INDISPENSABLE STRAIT. A depth charge attack
was made. Loud underwater explosions were heard after the
depth charges had exploded. Submarine possibly sunk.

On the 7th, a Japanese submarine was sighted off LURGA
Pﬂm. %_*’
o

PEARL HAREOR reports that REFKATA BAY was probably re-
inforced on 5 November.
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Report from GUADALCANAL states Marines are holding
the positions that were captured west of MATANIKAU. The
Japanese made a strong counter-attack against these posi-
tions on the night of the 4th.-5th. which were repulsed
with heavy Japanese losses.

In the east sector the Marines are holding in the
vieinity of KOLI POINT while two Army battallons are mov-
ing to envelope the enemy left flank from the south. Dur-
ing the 4th, fighting in this sector was limited to patrol

action.

Landings at KUKUM and AOLA BAY completed and trans-
ports have departed. - Landing at AOLA BA is being kept

very secret for the present.

- 123 -




9 a.m, November 5, 1942(Cont'd.)
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

cormc gy UNITED STATES FLEET
ﬁ - ARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 04 CHIEF
-
$ 5 Bfﬂ HAYY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, DL C.
g
o
&

KOKUMBONA were shelled by our naval forces.

The transports in the AOLA BAY Area continued un-
loading during the night., The transports in the KUKUM Area
stood out during the night with the intention of returning
the following day to complete unloading, - which would re-
quire six hours.

Destroyer transports are returning to ESPIRITU SANTO
. to embark two companies of the Second Marine Ralder Battalilon.
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Additional information relating to the carrler ac-
tion of 26 October north of the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS obtalned
from captured notebooks, etc., reveal that there were four
carriers present in the battle:-

SHOEAKU ZUIHO
ZUIKAKUD HAYATAEAL,

Three of these carriers carriedi-

54 Torpedo Planes,

42 Bombers,
Fighters.
Total.

Also planes from REEATTA BAY partieipated in the action., Car-
rier not ineluded above probably carried in the neighborhood
of 50 planes.

ftne of the surface ships present in the battle was
the reconditioned battleship HIEI.

A ecaptured document shows that the Japanese plan to
land the 38th, Division east of KOLI POINT. (This from a mes-
sage dated the 3rd., apparently sent before information of
next paragraph of this Summary).

on the night of the 3rd.-4th, Japanese landed 7000
yards east of KOLI POINT, This landing was attacked by a bat-
talion of the 7th. Marines at dawn. The Marines were driven
back by superior forces supported by Japanese artillery.
GUADALCANAL reports that ground troops were concentrating on
the afterncon of the 4th, to destroy this hostile force. Be-
Einnin; at 4:30 in the afternoon planes bombed and strafed the

apanese area in this vieinity.

A despatch dated the 5th, continues with the informa-
tion that our attack against the Japanese west of the MATANIKAU
RIVER continued successfully with 3150 Japanese killed at one
point west of POINT CRUZ, - three field pleces, twelve 3I7mm
guns, and thirty machine guns were captured.

As previously reported, the Japanese positions at
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Commanding General, Army Forces, SOUTH PACIFIC,
operation report for 1 November states that 19 B-17's
dropped 379 - 100-1b. bombs on enemy supply and troop
concentration area at KOKUMBONA, 335 of these bombs
were dropped in an area 1000 feet wide and 4000 feet
long parallel to the beach at the mouth of the POHA RIVER.
Bombs were dropped from an average altitude of 4000 feet.
Results, - smoke over the area with a few small fires.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Report from the SOUTH PACIFIC shows that three dive
bombers were sent out to attack a hostile Japanese force of
four crulsers and seventeen destroyers at 5:30 on the after-
noon of the 2nd., - none returned.

Also, the dive bomber that reported an enemy destroy-
er off KOKUMBONA at 9130 on the evening of the 2nd, failed
to return.
Two fighters were lost due to operational crashes.
Total plane losses - six,

On the 2nd, one 75mm, six 37mm guns, and many machine
guns were captured in ground operations.

TASK FORCE 65, four cruisers and fourteen destroyers,

arrived off GUADALCANAL sbout 5:30 on the morning of the

4th. to make landings at"IOLA BAY, 28 miles to the eastward

of LUNGA POINT, and landings at KUKUM, - five transports.
Landing group at éGLA congisted of:-

A detachment of the 5th. Marine Defense Bat-

talion = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 400 Men
One Battalion of the 147th, Infantry - - - - B84 Men
Battalion K of 246th, Field Artillery - - - 109 Menj
4-105mm
Guns
Two companies of 2nd. Marine Ralder Bat-
tallohh = = = = = = = = = = = = = «a = a 300 Men
Construction Workers for construction ef
an airfield == == == === === == 500 Men
At KUKUM the 8th. Marine Regiment, 4652 men, was landed.
PACIFIC

WHALE completed a mining mission south of HONSHU and
reported making five torpedo hits on four cargo carriers.
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GUADALCANAL reports a hogtile landing effected
on the night of the 2nd-3ird. eadt of KOLI POINT from ocne

light ecruiser, one transport, and one destroyer.

GUADALCANAL also reports that U.S5. transports are
still unloading. Motor torpedo boats were off KOLI POINT
until daylight (apparently these motor torpedo boats did
not make contact with the Japanese forces in this area).

The PLUNGER reports making two hits on a NATORI
Class Light Cruiser (5,170 tons) at 4:15 on the morning
of the ;rd. in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT (between FLORIDA and
MALAITA). b

b

sl VAL h-?}
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Corrected report of damage inflicted on Japanese
forces in carrier attack on October 26th, lists the fol-

lowing changesi-

Add:- Four 1000-1b, bomb hits on a second TONE
Class (8,500-ton) Heavy Crulser.
one additional torpedo hit portside of
NACHI Class (10,000-ton) Heavy Crulser.

Changei- One 1000-1b. bomb hit on an unidentified
battleship to one 500-1b. bomb hit on a

1ight erulser.

This corrected list will cause the score to read:-

SHOEAEU Class Carriler -

SHOKAKU Class Carrier -
KONGO Class Battleship

Light Cruiser (approxi-
mately 5,000-ton)
ATAGO Class Heavy Cruilser
(10,000-ton)

TONE Class Heavy Crulser
(8,500-ton)

TONE Class Heavy Crulser
(8,500-ton)

NACHI Class Heavy Cruiser
(10,000-ton)

Enemy planes destroyed
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Four to six 1000-1b, bomb
hits.

Two 500-1b. bomb hits on
No. 3 elevator.

Two 1000-1b., bomb hits on
No, 2 turret and star-
board side amidships.
One 500-1b. bomb hit.

(ne possible 500-1b. bomb
hit and one possible tor-
}‘.’:Iﬂdﬂ hit.

Five 500-1b., bomb hits, =
one forward of bridge on
the starboard side, two
between stacks, cne aft
of stacks, one on stern.

Four 1000-1b. bomb hits.

Three torpedo hits, - one
on starboard side, two on
port side,

115 certain, 46 probably
additional.
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TASK FORCE 65 was unable to make contact with the
Japanese force which was reported in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT
in this morning's Summary.

The Transport FULLER reports a collision with the
Destroyer CONYNGHAM., The forward fireroom of the CONYNG-
HAM was flooded and speed reduced to ten knots. The
CONYNGHAM was directed to seek shelter inshore at MALAITA.
Damage to the FULLER was not disabling. The FULLER, ac-
companied by the Destroyer SHAW, is clearing INDISPENSABLE
ETHAIT at best speed,
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This force continued to be shadowed. As a result of the ap-
proach of this force, our transports were directed to with-
draw and retire toward ESPIRITU SANTO, except for MAJABA
and SOUTHARD, which went' into TULACI i Harbor.

The SAILFISH rupnrts making an unauccaalful attack on
the Japanese Minelayer SHIRATAKA off the western entrance of

(*,7 FAISI. This submarine reports very strong antl-submarine

activity in that area also encountered during the entire
patrol.

BACIFIC

Submarine KINGFISH, returning from patrol south of
HONSHU, reports sinking 12,000 tons,

\N-V
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
CHartor gL
Report from SOUTH PACIFIC indicates (apparently
during the battle on the 26th., of October) that a Japa-

nese torpedo plane dove into demolishing both for-
ward 5" mounts, and causing extensive damage in structure T
in that 1icin1{y. ;,ﬁﬂ%ni,qﬁ f‘
o b
U.S. losses from all causes of planes on 26 Octoberi-

Fighters (VF) = = = = = 27

Dive Bombers (VSB) - - 24

Torpede Planes (VTB) -_éi

Total-
Personnel losses - - - 24

Prevliously reported Japanese losses 115 planes cer-
tain, 46 probable, - total 161.

Report of Operations on the lst,:- H-4
At 5:30 in the morning 7 urunmnpdfa;strorad

5 Japanese planes on the beach at REKATA BAY, Many

wrecked planes were seen. All bulldings were strafed.

Opposing anti-aircraft fire was very heavy and ac-

curate, causing damage to all of our planes, all of

I'hir:h, hﬂ"""r’ returned. H,? faFoels .d‘ e
'f..-' f

Fifth Marines crossed the MATANIKAU at daybreak

attacking to the westward, supported by B-17's,

P-400's and dive bombers attacked continually during

the day silencing the Japanese artillery, and the

Japanese withdrew slowly. One wave of our attack ad-

vanced about two miles with relatively light casual-

ties. T

JEs

Our foreces, composed of about three transports and
five destroyers, began unloading near LUNGA POINT on the
morning of the ind. Later apparently the destroyers bombard-
ed Japanese positions.

In the afternoon of the 2nd. a Japanese surface force,
composed of about three cruisers and eleven destroyers, was
located about 25 miles east of CAPE ASTROLABE, l&LlITA,kgio-
ceeding toward INDISPENS STRAIT, probably for attacking
our forces off LUHﬂi.fmdA nng{g; Japanese troops.
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Commander TASK FORCE 61 estimates damages inflicted
on the enemy by TASK FORCE 61 on the 26th. as followsi-

, ~ BHOKAKU Class Carrier - F;Er to six 1000=1lb. bomb
t

P o 8.
Js ? S8HOKAKU Class Carrier - Two 500-1b. bomb hits on
= No. 3 elevator.

KONGO Class Battleship Two 1,000-1b, bomb hits on
No. 2 turret and star-
board side amidships.

Unidentified Battleship = One 1,000-1b, bomb t on
starboard side astern.

ATAGO Class Heavy Cruiser- One possible 500-1b, bomb

(10,000-ton) hit and one possible tor-
p‘ﬂ‘dﬂ hit -

TONE Class Heavy Crulser - Five 500-1b. bomb hits, -

(8,500 ton) one forward of bridge on

the starboard slde, two

between stacks, one aft

of stacks, one on stern.
NACHI Class Heavy Crulser -Two torpedo hits, - one on

(10,000-ton) each side,
Enemy planes destroyed =115 certain, 46 probably
additional,

Commander TASK FORCE 61 states that he estimates 150
Japanese planes from four carriers participated in the attacks
on our cnrri.ra.f

H'#_b'

GUADALCANAL reports there were no ground asctivities on
the 30th. The Alr Force made three attacks on Japanese posi-
tions.

At 2 p.m. on the 30th, six Japanese dive bombers and
8lx Zeros were intercepted in the vicinity of GUADALCANAL by
five Grummans. The enemy planes jettisoned their bombs and
fled. Japanese fighter protection was ineffective and four
enemy dive bombers were shot down., Our planes received no
damage and no losses.

During the night of the 30th.-31st. our dive bombers
harrassed Japanese positions from 10 p.m., to 5:20 a.m.
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There were no important ground contacts on GUADALCANAL
on the 29th., Our forces continued mopping up operations.
A small patrol captured two damaged 75mm guns west of MATAN-
IKAU. Planes continued attacks on Japanese positions.

A dive bomber on patrol sighted two Japanese destroy-
ers at 10:55 p.m. the 29th. in the wicinity of TASSAFARONGA.
Bombs were dropped, - no damage. However, the destroyers de-
parted toward RUSSELL ISLAND,

At about midnight the 29th-30th. three dive bombers
bombed destroyers west of RUSSELL ISLAND. There were no
contacts thereafter, - one dive bomber is missing.

At about 5:10 a.m. on the 30th, seven Grummans attack-
ed REKATA BAY, Three biplanes were destroyed on the water,
main building and fuel dump were strafed and set afire, and
the camp was strafed. There were three float Zero planes
and two biplanes in the air.

One of our eruilsers and four destroyers bombarded

Japanese positions on GUADALCANAL from 6:30 to 8145 a.m. on
the 30th. Artillery, boats, and buildings were destroyed.
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9 a.,m, October 31| 1942,

Submarine AMBERJACK, returning from patrol in NEW
IRELAND-BOUGANVILLE AREA, reports following sinkings of
and damages to enemy shipping:-

Beptember 18 - At a position about five miles north
of CAPE HENPAN, BUKA ISLAND, made
night radar contact with a iurgu pas-
senger ship. One torpedo explosion
was felt and seen. Ship is believed
to have bean badly damaged.

September 19 - Sank a 5,000-ton loaded transport in
BOUGANVILLE STRAITS.

October 7 - - Made one hit on a 4,000-ton frelighter
in the late afterncon about 140 miles
north northeast of RABAUL. The ship
settled in the water but continued
on course. AMBERJACK surfaced gne-

f fore sunset and gave
chase. e radar contact about 7
p.m. and fired one torpedo which
missed. At 7:58 p.m. fired one long
range, slow speed, torpedo. After
5 minutes and 55 seconds saw explo=-
sion and ship sank 20 minutes later.

October 10 - = Made two hits on a TONAN MARU (whale
factory), 19,000 tons gross tonnage,
and one hit on a transport alongside
the TONAN MARU in KAVIENG Harbor.

losions were heard and one and one-
mimites later the stern of the
TONAN MARU was underwater. Both ships
are believed to have been badly damaged.

On Oetober 25th. the AMBERJACK also delivered the fol-
lowing supplies from ESPIRITU SANTO to GUADALCANAL:-

9,000 Gallons of gasoline;
200 100-1b. bombsj
15 Army air ground crew personnel; and
Several bags of mail,

N T Ty N




Commcy Frx UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTER v CHIZF
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E
v 9 a.m. October 30, 1942,

SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Summary of activities at GUADALCANAL on the 28th,
states ground action was confined to small patrol contacts
and mopping up in the wvicinity of UNITED STATES positions.
A patrol operating west of MATANIEKAU reported several hun-
dred Japanese dead in the vicinity of POINT CRUZ and three
additional Japanese tanks found destroyed.

Japanese units identified as belng present:-

Oka Regiment,

4th, Infantry,

29th, Infantry, and
15th. Heavy Artillery.

Japanese troops west of MATANIKAU were attacked by
P-400's. At 5130 p.m. on the 28th. two P-400's destroyed
two float planes at REKATA BAY.

At 4100 on the morning of the 29th. two Japanese
heavy bombers dropped bombs which fell in the water.

At 12:30 on the morning of the 30th. a motor torpedo
boat reported making a torpedo hit on a Japanese destroyer
between CAPE ESPERANCE and SAVO ISLAND, Destroyer was left

dead in the water.

A search plane reports dropping two bombs on a sub-
merged Japanese submarine at a position 150 miles south of
BAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND at 7:35 on the morning of the 29th.,
with resulting large oil slick,

U.5. Army and alr reinforcements to NEW BRITAIN AREA
continues.

EBACIFIC

Submarine DRUM, upon departure from patrol area off
HONSHU, reports sinking four Japanese merchantmen.
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5 p.m. October 29, 1942,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
Report from Commander South Pacific states that
GUADALCARAL Air Forces attacked a Japanese eight-gun anti-
alreraft battery at KOKUMBONA with dive bombers and P=400's,

The battery was silenced and an ammunition dump and stores
destroyed.

Attacks were also made on suspected field gun positions.
No fire from these positions was made on the 26th.

GUADALCANAL Air Forces dropped 11 - 100 1b, and 3 - 300
lb. bombs on a Japanese bivouac area at REKATA BAY at 9:20
in the morning of the 27th. Fuel or ammnition dump was set
afire. Seven float planes were strafed on the water, four of
which were burned. Ome of our pilots parachuted near the
northwest tip of ISABEL ISLAND.
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Tha BCULPIN returned to A-,.JJ.._.L A the Ent qi' Ceto=
ber from a pa trol I.-Ji]' in the BISMALCE-SOLOMONS Al r--u-:, with
regults:=

28 September - 9, 10-; n tanker (3 hits, but !
nmt obsarved due to seve “e
arging following the attack).
_Ls. *ii] ‘ il was northeast of MILNE
._u_ AL ._...,
7 October Sanlk a 10,000-ton FUJI EARU type trans-
port, near KAVIENG, HEW IRELAND,

Oetober - .'.-11 1k & tanker.

October = lNortheast of EOUGANVILLE a 4,000-ton

.,u',w :rted merchantman sunl.

1

[0

| sl

TRIGGER returning from patrel of BO l‘L‘ CHAINE ts
sinking one 10,000-ton tanker and one 5,000-ton carg: g
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&

SCOUTH PACIFIC ACTION

GUADALCAVAL reports numerous small attacks were
made by Japanese forces on our forces during the night of
the 26th.-27th. All of these were repulsed outside of our
wire barricade.

A further report from GUADALCANAL states that during
the last five days U.S5. casualties have been 86 dead, 109
wounded. Japanese lost nine 14-18 ton tanks, one regiment-
al battery, many heavy and light machine guns, and at least
2,000 Japanese were killed.
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MAVT DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, [ 0.

8:30 a,m, October 28, 1942,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The Battleship WASHINGTON was fired on by a submarine
at 3120 in the morning of the 27th. at a position about 370
miles west of ESPIARITU SANTO, All torpedoes missed, A sec-
ond submarine attack against the WASHIIGION took place at
5:30 in the morning about 330 mlles west of ESPIRITU SANTO,
All torpedoes missed.

- 106 -

Regraded Unclassified




s [

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN 14 CHIEF
HAVT DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. C.

4330 p.m, October 27, 1942,

SO0UTH PACIFIC

Further report from the Commanding Officer, THEVER,
states that his ship and the ZANE were under full fire of
three new Japanese destroyers for 19 minutes. Four dive
bombers from GUADALCANAL intercepted the Japanese destroyers
during the engagement and sank at least two of them, The
THEVER and ZANE scored at least four hits. At the end of
the engagement the enemy had closed te about 7000-8000 yards.

The Commanding Officer, THEVER, also reports that both
ships will be provisioned, fueled, and ready for sea early
morning of the 28th. The TREVER's boiler was repaired by
the ship's forece, The ZANE has not as yet been ordered by
the Group Commander (C.0, THEVER) to take aviation gas to
GUADALCANAL in view of the fact that one of the ZANE's guns
was completely destroyed,

Commander TASK FORCE 61 reports that damage now deter-
mined requires that ENTERPRISE, PORTLAND, SAll JUAN, SMITH,
and MAURY are required to proceed to port for further exam-
ination and temporary repairs,

Guns of the SOUTH DAKOTA's NHo. 2 turret were nicked by
bomb fragments but may be serviceable., The Commanding Officer
SOUTH DAKOTA was seriously wounded.

Additional damage to ENTERPRISE is reported as follows:=-

Qut of Commission - Forward Gyro; _
Hes, 3 and 4 Bomb Elevators;

g5 pmmunition Hoists to Groups
1 and 2;
3 Radio Transmitters.

50' of forward hangar deck bulged;

One direction finder loop destroyed;
Degausing cables cut;

Personnel casualtles - 30 dead, 60 wounded.

PORTLAND has one steering unit out of commission and the
other unit is not reliable.

= 105 =

Regraded Unclassified



- -
- -
Commecy Fox UNITED STATES FLEET
Hrapouasmens or THE COMMANDER N CHIEF
¢F_ HAVT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
8 )
- i e 9 a.m. October 27, 1942 (Cont'd.)
w A E I
n@ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI

Along the MATANIKAU RIVEH the Japanese were driven
to the south by the 7th, Marines, During the 25th, anti-

aireraft shot down one bomber, three Zeros, and ground troops
got one Zero.
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9 a.m, October 27, 1942 (Conttd.)
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

A summary recelved from Commander South Pacific of
oparations on the 25th. and 26th. shows that a B=-17 an
search at 10120 on the morning of the 25th, was attecked
by six landplane Zeros with belly tanks during which ane
Zero was shot down in flames and the B-17 bombardier
killed, - plane returned,

TASK FORCE 64, - one battleship, two cruisers, plus
destroyers -, made an offensive sweep west of EU&U&iﬂﬁﬂaL
during the night of the 25th,, but made no contact with
the enomy.

Preliminary reports from TASK FORCE 61 indicate that
force got:=

Three 1,000=1b, bomb hits on one enemy carrier
of the EHGKiKU class;

Two 500=1b. bomb hits on anothar ecarrier of
the same class;

Two 1000-1f, bomb hits on & eruiser of the
MOGANT classg
ok One hit, twe near misses, on a Japanese battle=
ship.

A Japanese force of one heavy erulser, one light cruiser
and four destroyers, which were attacked twice by dive bomb-
ers from ﬂﬁhﬂﬁuihﬁai and once by B-17's on the 25th., were
again attacked dive bombers and a P=-39 at 7:00 in the
morning of the 26th. P=39 got & 500-1b. bomb hit on the
heavy erulser and dive bombers got & very near miss on the
lightlgralaar. Hoth crulsars procesding slowly leaving large
oll slicks.

Further report shows that the Japanese destrovems which
sank the Tug SEMINOLE were straffed by four Grummeans and one
destroyer was hit by three 5" shells from the LUNGA battery.

On GUADALCANAL the Japanese attacked Iin forcs down the
LUNGA RIVER on the night of the 25th.-26th, - ane sector of
our line being penetrated by the Japanese éqth. Infantry, -
south of the airfleld, Our lines were restored by & strong
eounter-attack by the 164th. Infantry.

EEET T
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with supplies again immediately after refueling and load=-
ing. He expects to make repalrs while fueling.

One PBY plane reports attacking a submerged submarine
EE?%E 6:00 in the morning 160 miles northeast of ESPIRITU
NT O,

A force composed of 2 battleships, 1 cruiser, 4 des-
troyers, changing course from 217 to eastward, was observed
by a plane at 5:45 on the morning of the 27th. Contacts
with a number of unidentified aircraft in this same region
were made in the early morning.

Plane 49 (presumably a FEY or B-17) made contact with
a Zero float plane at 6:45 in the morning about 30 miles
south of NDENI, and was followed about an hour after which
the Japanese plane departed on course 120 and Plane 49 con-
tinued on patrol.

Plane 47 of this same flight alsc made contact with
& Z2ero plane which had a belly tank and suffered no damage,

Flane 45 of this gsame flight sighted a force of 13
Japanese ships, - 2 battleships, & heavy cruisers, 3 light
crulsers, and 5 destroyers =, léﬂ miles north of NDENT on
course 350 true, speed 20. This was at 9:00 in the morning.

At 9:50 in the morning this same plane (45 of Flight
35) reported one carrier, one heavy cruiser, and one destroy-
er approximately in the same poslition on course 350. An
intercept from this plane about the same time indlcates it
is being attacked by a carrier Zero plane. Plane was again
attacked about a half an hour later, This plane continued
to report the position of the enemy, The force was appar-
ently still headed to the northwest on course 350,
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Following the carrier attack, TASK FORCE 61, composed
of ENTERPRISE, S50UTH DAKOTA, cruisers, and destroyers, head=-
ed off to the eastward and then more to the southeastward
for rendezvous with tanker about 175 miles to the east of
ESPIRITU SANTO. During the night several contacts, appar-
ently with this force, were made by Japanese planes and sub=-
marines,

Our own patrol planes scouting from ESPIRITU SANTO
located a Japanese force about 585 miles north of ESPIRITU
SANTO composed of one large carrier, one small carrier, a
battleship, two crulsers, and some destroyers. They report-
ed no planes on deck of either carrier, This force was on
eourse 040 making speed 20. The patrel plane carrying a
torpedo made a torpedo hit on the large carrier, but appar-
ently did not stop it.

At 1:05 in the morning another Catalina, armed with
four contact 500-1b. bombs made a steep glide bombing attack
on a Japanese heavy crulser, exact position not known, but
apparently to the westward and well to the southward of the
one above. Two direct bomb hits were made which 1it up the
ship sufficiently for 1t to be identified, This plane re-
ports having been opposed by heavy anti-aireraft fire until
after the bomb hits. The plane was damaged but returned
safely. - At the time of the attack the cruiser was on course

B0, speed 30,

ORANGE air search for the loeal 27th., was on a circle
150 miles radius from NDENI, Many Japanese submarines are
indicated as being in the area,

W R: 1eaves ESPIRITU SANTO with supplies for GUADAL-
GANAL ofthe 27th.

ZANE and TREVER, destroyer minesweepers, report having
towed two motor torpedo boats each to TULAGI, While retiring
from TULAGI after completing this mission these two old des=
troyers were engaged by three Japanese destrovers during
which one gun on the ZANE was put out of commission, three
killed, four seriously wounded, The Commander of this Group
reports he 1s due to arrive ESPIRITU SANTO at 10 in the morn-
ing on the 27th, and will be ready to return to GUADALCAIAL
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

GUADALCANAL reports SEMINOLE and one Harbor Patrol
Vessel were sunk on the 26th. by enemy crulsers,

A FPBY plane reports getting & torpedo hit on an
enemy carrier at about 12:50 a.m. on the 27th. Results
were not observed,

Submarine STURGEON returning from patrol in the
SOLOMON ISLANDS AREA reports sinking a 10,000-ton loaded
enemy tanker on 16 September about SG milﬁs gsoutheast of
CAPE ST. GEORGE, - southern tip of NEW IRELAND. GSTURGEOQH
also reports getting three torpedo hits on an enemy freight-
er (believed sunk) in approximately the same position, on
1l October.

EE ';FIE

Submarine SARGO returning from patrol off INDO CHINA
reports sinking one 7,000-ton freighter on 23 September
about 50 miles southeast of CAPE FADARAN, INDO CHINA,
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TASK FOHCE 64, consisting of one battleship, two cruis-
ers, accompanied by destroyers, which had covered the SAVO-
GUADALCANAL ISLAND AREA during the night before without making
contact was directed to retire to a position west of ESPIRITU
SANTO,

A later report from Commander TASK FORCE 61 states that
the ENTERPRISE damage was more extensive, having received two
bomb hits; No., 1 elevator was out of commission, but a reduced
number of planes can be operated. SOUTH DAKOTA received one
bomb hit on No, 1 turret., PORTLAND steering gear was reported
as being unreliable. SAN JUAN has two small compartments flood-
ed. PORTER sunk, Other destroyers damaged. Detailed report

5 wikl be forwarded later,
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s SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont!

é$ The first flight of 5 B=17's from ESPIRITU SANTO sent
to intercept enemy carriers failled to intercept. A& second
flight made contact with twelve enemy ships at 3:10 p.m, on
the afternoon of the 25th. lNo hits were made, - carriers
not sighted at that time,

Apparently the Japanese located and reported the posi-
tion of our carrier forces about 7:00 on the morning of the
26th., A heavy carrier attack was delivered against the
HORNET , ENTERPRISE, and escorting ships at 9:11 a.m., The
HORNET was heavily hit by bombs and one or two torpedoes
and was left burning somewhat and dead in the water. HORNET
was taken in tow by the NORTHAMPTON, At 4:20 p.m. a second
attack was delivered against the HORNET and TASK FORCE 17,
HORNET received additional damage from torpedoes causing the
list to increase and necessitated removal of perscnnel,

During the early attack the destroyer PORTER also re-
caelved a torpedo hit.

In the meantime the remainder of TASK FORCE 61 reported
as of noon that they had been under continuous attack. At
1l p.m. Commander Task Force 61 reported that the ENTERPRISE
had no serious damage but her deck was immobilized due to
HORNET planes, and that he was retiring eastward with the Iin-
tention of flying excess planes to ESPIRITU SANTO, BHe also
reported at that time that two enemy carriers had been dam-
aged, - 8inece, -however, & carrier attack was delivered at 4:20
p.m. on the ﬁDHHET, it must be assumed that, if these carriers
were seriously damaged, additional Japanese carriers (one or
two) were in the area, which bears out reports of the various
contacts from aircrafé.

At 8:00 in the evening the arriwval of 13 dive bombers
atESPI?ITU SANTD was reported (probably HORNET or ENTERPRISE
planes).

The COOLIDGE, transporting troops to ESPIRITU SANTO, was
hit by one or possibly two mines and was beached on reef in-
side harbor, - troops being removed.
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U.S. surface and air forces operating to the northward
of the NDENI-GUADALCANAL line made contact with heavy Japanese
forces to the north and west on the 25th. and 26th. U.S.
forces consisted of TASK FORCE 61:-

2 Carriers - - - - HORNET and ENTERPRISE;
1 Battleship - - - SOUTH DAKOTA;
3 Heavy Crulsers - PORTLAND, NORTHAWPTON, and PENSACOLA
4 Light Cruisers - SAN DIEGO, ATLANTA, JUNEAU, and
SAN JUAN: and
About 20 Destroyers.

This force, having made rendezvous on the 24th, 300 miles to
the eastward of NDENI, was proceeding to the westward by a
course which took them to the north of SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS,

The composition of the Japanese forces cannot be ac-
curately determined. But apparently they were in at least
two groups, one group containing two carriers, and the other
group one carrier, These Japanese forces were screened by
seaplanes, cruiser planes, etc., to the south, and were ap-
parently covered by two lines or groups of eight or ten sub-
marines each. The Japanese forces were apparently operating
within a prescribed area in order to bring our forces into an
area of attack by their submarines or an opportunity to attack
by theilr carrier aireraft.

U.5. striking and secouting aircraft were operated from
ESPIRITU SANTO (about 400 miles to the scuthward? against
these Japanese forces, as well as those Japanese forces re-
gg;iid in Sunday's Summary that were operating around GUADAL-

Further reports (amplifying those made in Sunday's Sum-
mary) show that Japanese forces eonsisting of a heavy cruilser,
light cruiser and three destroyers attacked GUADALCANAL about
1l a,m, on the 25th, Dive bombers from GUADALCANAL scored one
1000-1b bomb hit on the forecastle of the heavy cruiser, also |
a damag hit on the light crulser., This force was struck
again at 5 p.m, and at 5110 p.m, B-17's made a hit on the light
cruiser, Both crulsers were reported as being heavily damaged,
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In the GUADALCANAL AREA on the morning of the 25th,
the following enemy forces were observed:-

1 Eattleship
3 Light Cruisers
2 Dastroyers.

Two destroyers and two transports were a short distance to
the north. .

To the south of VANGUNA ISLAKD, NEW GEOHGIA, there were
one enemy battleship or heavy cruiser and three destroyers.
At INDISPENSABLE STRAIT, approximately 30 miles northeast of
GUADALCANAL, there were one heavy cruiser, one light cruiser,
and four destroyers. These vessels were attacked twice by
an air striking force from GUADALCANAL, The forece retired to
the north. When last observed the force was proceeding at 10
kmots. It is believed that the heavy crulser was damaged and
a very near miss is claimed on the light eruiser.

A late search on the afternoon of the 25th. reported
no enemy vessels sighted between NEW GEORGIA and SANTA ISAREL
to a distance of 150 miles from GUADALCANAL,

A report believed to be from GUADALCANAL states that
naval gunfire being received from twe eruisers and one destroy=-
er on the merning of the 25th. This report was timed at 10152
a,m,

A report from Commanding General GUADALCANAL stated that
enemy transports were landing on northwest coast of GUADALCANAL
at about noon on the 25th,
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Tha Japanose lald down a heavy barrage of all ealiber
guns, ineliding 6", during the night of 23ird.-24th. on our
front 1ines along the IKAU RIVER, After the barrage
wes lifted river crossings in force were attemptod, using
tanks and mass infantry. Four attacks were repulsed, Flve
large enemy tanks were destroyed. '

In the early morning of the 24th, a Japanese force was
obgerved attempting to ocutflank the left of the MATANIKAU
line, This force was taken under fire by our alr and artil-

lary.

| (ne of our torpedo planes was shot down by Japanese
1 anti-aireraft fire, - the pllot and gunner being rescued,
i but a passenger was missing.

At 2345 on the morning of the 23rd. three Catalinas

J made torpedo attecks on & Japanese force in the SHORTLAND-

| TONOLEL + Two torpedoes were dropped at a light cruiser

| off MOULA POINT, six miles southwest of BUIN. One certain hit
i3 cleimed and one probable hit., & 500=-1b, bomb hit was made
on a second ship, belleved to be a light cruiser or destroyer.
A large vessel, probably a battleship, was also attacked in
‘the ERVENTA ISLAND AHEA, One torpedo was dropped, but the

I . Tesults ware not observed due to anti-alrcraft fire and search-

t.rmﬂ. &  1ight. All of our planes returned.

["i‘ L On the night of the 23ird. our search planes also contacted

two groups of enemy naval forces, One force, consisting of a

Mﬁr, 1ight eruiser, and destroyers was located about 390

miles northeast of GU AL, segond force, consisting

| of a heavy crulser, light cruiser and two destroyers was ap-
proximately 310 niiu northeast of GUADALCANAL., A Catalina
dropped & torpedo at 400 f=m yards at a heavy crulser. During
the retirement the Catalina reports & large explosicn, which

' may have been a torpedo hit.

The Commander Air, South Pacifie, in a summary issued a
summary on the -morning of the 25th, which indicated that the

an forces in tha area to the east of the SOLOMONS consisted
af ee task forces east northeast of LUNGA FOINT and distant
150, 220, and 280 miles, rnpautiﬂlg. There were various con-
tacts during the night of the 24th,-25th, which served to
confirm this estimate.
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At 11:20 a,m, on the 23rd. 16 Japanese bombers and
about 20 Zeros came over the airfield at GUADALCANAL,
20 Zeros, 1 bomber destroyed; 3 bombers left smoling,
All of our pilots are safe (no report of our plane losses
or damages).

Enemy planes were over CGUADALCANAL at 1 p.m. on the
23rd. A group of 5 dive bombers was sighted and shot down.
Cne SBD crashed while taking off, - pilot and gunner killed,
(This action may have been the action prevlously reported
as taking place on the 22nd.).

No ground activity except artillery fire. Our air
and artillery concentrated on an enemy 155mm position, which
is believed to have been damaged.
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CHESTER, speed 6, accompanied by tug and four des-
troyers, was due at ESPiHITU SANTO at noon the 23rd. (He-
port of arrival not yet received).

Commander Marine Air Wing reports 1t 1s necessary
to provide 50% replacements of the dive bombers and fight-
ers every ten days, or 18 dive bombers and 18 fighters every
ten days (150% per month).

Report is received that the VIREQC is now proceeding

toward ESPIRITU SANTO (it is assumed that this barge had
been unloaded, but there 1s no confirmation of this fact).

Regraded Unclassified
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Plane patrolling (probably from ESPIRITU SANTO) re-
ports sighting (apparently at 2:34 on the afternoon of the
23rd,) a single-motor landplane about 300 miles north of
NDENI, - probably a carrier plane.

From diaries and statements secured from prisoners,
information is assembled to the effect that the Japanese
force that attacked our forces off SAVO ISLAND on the night
of B-9 August consisted of five heavy erulsers, CHOKAI, AOBA,
KAKO, KINUGASA, FUHRUTAKA, two light cruisers, TATSUTA,
TENRYU, and one or two destroyers. This force came around
the west side of SAVO ISLAND and contlinued to wveer left until
it retired, with fire belng initially to starboard. No Jap-
anese ships were sunk or hit by torpedo. KAKO was damaged
and AOBA had damage to forward turret. The priscners stated
that the force had come {rom KAVIENG or RABAUL, apparently
south of island chain, KAEKOQO received three torpedo hits
(from 8-44) end sank about 7 a.m. on August 10th.

Diaries also stated that the Transport KINRYU MARU

and Destroyver MUTUKI were sunk on August 25th. (by dive bomb-
ers from GUADALCANAL).

EACIFIC

Submarine GREENLING returning from patrol off JAPAN
reports sinking 32,000 tons of enemy shipping and hitting an
auxiliary carrier with two torpedoes.
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GUADALCANAL reports 7 bombers and 15 to 20 Zeros over
the field at 11:15 a.m. on the 21st. during which 6 Zeros
were shot down by Grumman fighters, 1 bomber by anti-aircraft
fire. Two bombers left smoking. é Grumman fighters missing,
4 others damaged by enemy fire, Personnel casualties 9
killed, 44 wounded.

During the contact on ground at MATANAKAU RIVEHR on the
21st, the Japanese used some 9-ton tanks, which withdrew un-
der artillery fire.

21st. Occupied village on RUSSELL ISLAND bombed and
strafed three of our dive bombers.

22nd., ©Several groups of enemy planes were over GUADAL-
CANAL from 1 to 2 p.m. Due to weather contact was made with
only five, all five of which were shot down. These planes
were fixed landing-gear dive bombers.

= The airfield on ESPIRITU SANTO was shelled by enemy
submarine at 2:20 a.,m. on the 23rd.

Intercepted report from GUADALCANAL states that 18 to
20 twin-engine planes followed by 3 single-engine planes ap-
proaching from the northwest due in GUADALCANAL at 11:25 a.m.
on the 23rd. (No further report on this).

BELLATRIX with barge in tow due to leave ESPIRITU
SANTO on the 23rd. and to arrive TULAGI on the 26th. with

supplies.

Heport received from the POATLAND of operations on the
15th, in the GILBERT ISLANDS., One destroyer only at TARAWA
Harbor. PORTLAND reports numerous straddles and destroyer ap-

arently damaged before getting in shelter behind the island.
he PORTLAND then chased and attacked a group of two merchant
ships and one destroyer retiring about 15 miles west of

TARAWA and set fire to largest merchant ship, PORTLAND then
proceeded to MAIANA and APAMAMA without sighting any addition-
al shipping.
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The CHESTER was hit by one of four torpedoes, The nther
three exploded in the immediate wvicinity of formation, appar-
ently self-destructing explosions, with two running on surface
elose to HELENA and SAN FHANCISCO and cne shead of BAN FRANCISCO,
The attack took place during moonlight, feir visibility, forma-
tion zigzagging at 19 knots.

CHESTER has flooded forward englnercom and No. 3 firercom
and is steaming on course 140 making 6 knots.

Report from the SOUTH PACIFIC states that & small ene
force did not succeed in an attempt to cross the MATANAKAU RIVER
at 5 p.m. on the 20th. The Japanese lost one tank or armored
vehicle.

This report, amplifying previcus reports and summaries,
states that during the attack made by Zeros and bombers on the
20th, the Japanese lost bombers, seven Zaros and one prob-
able, and jettiscned thelr bombs, Our losses were two Tighters.

§ix enemy planes of various types bombed GUADALCATAL po-
gitions at intervals from 8 to 10 p.m. on the 20th, Anti-
alreraft shot down one twin-engine bomber, The Japanese posi-
tions in GUADALCANAL contirme to be harassed by our ailr,

Reports apparently from our destrovers proceeding south
from HONOLULU indicate that a Japanese Auxiliary Cruilser equip=-
ped with 6" guns was being engaged 370 miles northwest of

EACIFIC

Bubmarine GHOUFER on return from EAST CHINA SEA patrol
reports sinking one LYONS MARU Type 7000-ton ecargo and passen-
ger ship and one 5000-ton cargo ship.
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Report Jjust received from the SOUTH PACIFIC states
that at 6110 p.m., on the 19th, three Japanese destroyers es=-
corted by ten float biplanes were bombed by our dive bombers
northwest of SAVO ISLAND, One destroyer appeared damaged but
continued on course. One Japanese plane destroyed. All of
our planes returned.

B

This report also indicates that the attack made on
Japanese crulsers at midnight (previously reported) was made
by two of our FBY's out of six which reached target. From
2000 feet one plane got & direct hit on a cruiser and two ex-
plosions were heard,

The remainder of these PBY's bombed the beach from
POINT CRUZ to TASSAFARONGA, - all planes returning.

Of the 30 Zeros (previously reported) which came over
GUADALCANAL Airfield at 10:45 a.m. on the 20th., 7 Zercs plus
one probable, plus two bombers were shot down. Two of our
pllots are ssing,

Attrition losses of our planes due to continuous heavy
attacks by Japanese planes have been very heavy, - taken praec-
tically entirely by Navy planes,

Submarine AMBERJACK with aviation gas cargo 1s expected
to arrive at GUADALCANAL on the 25th,

There is a large concentration of Japanese ships both
in the BUIN AHEA and in RABAUL.

BOBOLINK and STERRETT have been ordered to assist the
CHESTER. - The submarine which torpedoed the CHESTER was depth
charged, but probably not destroyed,

Japanese Army reinforcements are en route from PALAU to
RABAUL,

B0
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The CHESTER was hit by torpedo probably from a subma-

rine at 9:20 p.m. on October 20, 120 miles southeast of SAN
CRISTOBAL ISLAND, Requires tow.

Report from GUADALCANAL states that 30 Zeros attacked
followed one hour later by 18 Zeros with bombers, resulting
in numerous Navy fighters being damaged by Zero gunfire and
only 15 F-4-F's remaining in commission.
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Report just received confirms the sinking of the
MEREDITH on 15 October, as a result of three torpedo and two
bomb hits, The VIREO with barge in tow, under escort by the
MEREDITH, were not damaged.

8

Some officers and men from the VIREQ had embarked on the
MEREDITH in order to escape superior enemy force. Rescued from
the MEREDITH 7 officers, 66 men and 3 officers, 12 men of the
VIREQ, The Commanding Officer of the MEREDITH, Hubbard, was
lost, The Commanding Officer of the VIREQ, Begg, was saved.
The GRAYSON captured one Japanese aviator.

Reports indicate that the Japanese have some establish-
ment at RENNELL ISLAND, south of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. Heports
also indicate seaplanas being operated from this area.

During the bombing attack on GUADALCANAL on the 15th.
(in which 19 Japanese planes out of 40 were reported shot down)
seven of our personnel were killed and éighteen wounded,

At 5 p.m, the 19th. three enemy heavy crulsers were re-
ported as being 200 miles northwest of GUADALCANAL and were
bombed by our search planes, which did not make any hits,
(These crulsers were probably those reported as belng attacked
by our B-17's, probably PBY's, during the night of the 19th.-20th.)

At 7 a.,m, on the 19th, the 0'BRIEN,which had been torpedoed
by a submarine on the 15th. of September, broke in half and
sank 53 miles north northwest of TUTUILLA. No personnel losses,

g
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GUADALCAKAL reported being shelled by a single crulser
or destroyer during the night of the 17th.-18th,

At 12350 p.m., local time, the 1Bth. GUADALCANAL was
attacked by about 50 bombers and 20 Zeros of which 8 bomb-
ers and 11 Zeros wera shot down. Two Grummans are missing.

An intercepted report from one of our planes, probably
a B-17, reports attacking a Japanese crulser 42 miles west
of GUAﬂALCAHAL at 1:22 in the morning of the 19th. making
one hit and one near miss, - erulser smoking badly. Our plane
returning to base with an enemy biplane on his tall, This
airplane also reported a force consisting of two Japanese
eruisers and two destroyers in a rain sgquall to the northwest.
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Aireraft in contact with VIREC and PAB Barge with pros-
pect that barge will be in tow for GUADALCANAL by 3 p.m, of
the 18th, from a position 210 miles from GUADALCANAL at a
speed of 10 knots. Urgent need for this delivery to GUADAL-
CANAL which is low in bombs as well as gasoline,

The SOUTHARD (destroyer-minesweeper) was due.in GUADAL-
CANAL early morning of the 19th, with 175 drums (9,000 gallons).
It is estimated that SEMINOLE towing a PAB Barge, accompanied
by GRAYSON and GWIN, should arrive at 1 p.,m, the 19th, This
barge has 2000 drums of aviation gasoline, ammunition, and a
Martson mat.

Five Army cargo planes are being used to transport bonbs,
aviation gas, lube oil from ESPIRITU SANTO to GUADALCAYAL,
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A delayed report from the HORNET Task Group recounting
operations of the 1l6th, states that twelve float seaplanes
at REKATA BAY were strafed and burned. Fuel dumps and anti-
aireraft positions hit and destroyed. Report goes on to state
that two transports were found beached at GUADALCANALj; four
direct hits were made on them breaking their backs and setting
fire to supplies, Strafed and silenced anti-aircraft positions
on shore and fired landing barges from KOKUMEONA to CAPE ES-
PERANCE. Bombed enemy tents and supply dumps with 500-1b, and
1000-1b, bombs, Sighted no enemy shipping in the area. (It
is presumed that damages inflicted by thils Carrier Task Group
contribute to the damages reported in previous reports),

After eonference with his Commanding Officers who parti-
cipated in the surface battle off SAVO ISLAND on the night of
11-12 October, Rear Admiral Scott reports that enemy ships be-
lieved sunk are:-

One heavy cruiser of the NACHI Classj
One heavy cruiser of the KINUGASA Class (FURUTAKA);
One heavy cruiser of the ATAGO Class; plus
tne light cruiser of the SINDAI Class.
(The last twe indicated as being possible),
Four destroyers of the HIBIKI Classj plus
One destroyer possible,
(This report of destruction of destroyers pre-
viously reported),

The report goes on to state that transport originally re-
ported 1s now believed to be an old crulser type, - this in
view of the faect that a shell base of a 5,5" aheil was found
on board the BOISE. ITUKUSIMA and two other wvessels with 5,5
guns were believed not to have participated in action,

Vice Admiral Halsey relleved Vice Admiral Ghormley as
Commander South Pacific Force and Sonth Pacific Area.
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GUADALCANAL was attacked by 14 Japanese dlve bombers
and 12 fighters at 7:15 on the morning of the 17th. Our air
got elght bombers and two Zeros, anti-aireraft shot down six
of the bumberain- total sixteen. Our only known damage was

Es

one plane miss

At 1:15 p.m. on the 17th. 19 twin-engine bombers accom-
panied by many Zeros bombed GUADALCANAL. COur planes were un-
able to gain altitude in time to intercept. One bomber prob-
ably shot down. Our losses none.

Two destroyers report having completed firing against
Japanese positions on western end of GUADALCANAL about noon
the 17th., each ship having fired 1,000 rounds. They report
that at least two ammunition dumps were set off and many other
fires started. On completion these two ships departed from
GUADALCANAL,

McFARLAND (converted seaplane tender) reports that bomb
apparently exploded one or more depth charges. All compart-
ments aft of Frame 137 flooded and entire ship missing aft of
Frame 164, - the pumps were holding their own for the time be-
ing. Propellers undamaged but struts shalky. Bhip is now in
TULAEI back channel and requests a salvage tug for salvage op-
erations,

The SAN JUAN reports finding no ships at NONOUTI and
BERU (GILBERT ISL£HDS§ and no evidence of enemy activity. On

the morning of 16 October SAN JUAN sank two enemy patrol vessels

by gunfire, - one 320 miles northwest of FUNAFUTI and the other
300 miles northwest of FUNAFUTI, capturing 2 officers and 14
enlisted survivers.
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GMORMLEY SENDS, CARPENDER PABS TO MACARTHUR.
SOPAC OPERATIONS.

LATER REPORT PBY ATTAOK §248L 16TH STATES & TORPEDO
NIT ON BOW OF 4 CRUISER OF 1§ CRUISERS AND ID'S LAT §5-5§
SOUTH LONG 16488 EAST.

UAGFARLAKD WAS ATTAGNED AT 4745L 16TH BY 8 TYPE 99
2 PLACE DIVE BOMBERS, STERN WAS BLOWN OFF AFT OF AFTER
DEOK HOUSE. NOW ANOHORED TULAGI. 4 ZEROS SHOT DOWN, 7 B-17'S
AT 4756L 46TH DROPPED 44 S§¢ POUND BONBS ON ENEMY SUPPLIES
KOKUMBOBS BEAGH, GEVERAL FIRES STARTED, § ZEROS ATTACKED
4 8+47, 4 ZERO SHOT DOWN, ALL OUR PLANES RETURKED, 8-17 ON
SEARGH LAT §0-65 SOUTH LONG 16§~46 EAST SHOT DOWN SERIAL 43.

NO GROUKD ACTIVITY GUADALCANAL 16TH, OUR AIR STRUCK
TROOP CONCENTRATIONS SUPPLIES AND BATTERY POSITIONS
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INCESSANTLY THROUGHOUT 16TH, 14 AICHI TYPE 99 DIVE
BOMBERS AND 8 ZEROS OVER GUADALCANAL AT #748L 17TH,
8 SOMBERS 2 ZEROS DOWNED BY PLANES, UNKNOWN NUMBER
OTHERS SNHOT DOWN BY AA. OUR LOSS 4 PLANE MISSING, WO
OTHER DAMAGE. ,

45 TWIN ENGINE BOMBERS ACCOMPANIED BY MANY ZEROS
BOMBED POSITION AT 4345L 47TH, OUR PLANES UNABLE GAIN
ALTITUDE IN TIME INTERCEPT, 4 BOMBER PROBABLY SHOT DOWN,

OUR LOBSES NOKE.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The BELLATRIX, which was subjected to a dive bomb-
ing attack on the 15th., arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO at noon
the 17th. BELLATRIX suffered structural damage caused by
a near miss which dented in the side over an extended area
with maximum distortion of 4", This caused numerous slight
leaks and the carriage of No. 4 - 3I" gun was Sprung.
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PBY's making search for enemy forces during the night
of 15th,-16th, reported making a hit amidships of a large
ship, type unknown, at 11:45 p.m. about 200 miles east of
HlLﬂiTﬂ. No explesion was seen, This may have been due to
torpedo not belng armed because of short run, or was invisi-
ble due to protective flare dropped on ship. Target course
was north, speed 25, By this same group (PBY's) report was
made of hitting a cruiser with one torpedo at a position
200 miles east of MALAITA and about 40 miles south of the
earlier contact. Explosicn seen and felt. Target course was
340,

The first attack was not opposed. The second attack
was heavily opposed by anti-aircraft fire, resulting in
minor damage to the planes. Conditlons dark, no moon, radar
excellent,

Two Japanese transports west of NEW GEORGIA and about
250 miles from GUADALCANAL, headed toward GUADALCANAL, on 16
October, were attacked by éiv& bombers, One transport was
hit and left burning, other transport near misses, which con-
tinued toward GUADALCANAL,

Prisoners rescued off SAVO ISLAND state that the Japa=
nese force attacked the night of the 11th. of ODctober consisted
of cruisers AOBA, KINUGASA and FURUTAKA (it is to be noted
that KAKQ believed previously sunk is not mentioned) and des-
troyers FUBUKI, SHIRAYUKI and SHIRAKUMO, These vessels, while
steaming at 30 knots north of RUSSELL ISLAND, were completely
surprised by an attack from our ships. FUEHfﬁKA and SHIRAYUKI
(1700-ton destroyer) sank off SAVO ISLAND from gunfire, Pri-
soners further stated that this force left SHORTLAND ISLALD
about 2 p.m., carrying no troops, but destroyers had food for
Army troops on GUADALCANAL, The prisoners stated that no
transport was present, but that two seaplane tenders had been
employed in transpnrting equipment,

A minelayer, possibly a group of minelayers, were nearby

but separated from the crulser group, and were not in action
at the tlme one prisoner fell overboard from one of the mine-

layers.
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About 1:30 p.m, the 15th, Japanese dive bombers at-
tacked the forece composed of VIHEO and a PAB Barge accom-
panied by MEREDITE about 90 miles southeast of SAN CRISTOBAL.
Apparently the MEREDITH was sunk,-

A delayed report from the Commanding General, GUADAL-
CANAL indicates that the five Japanese transports were first
sighted at daylight on the 15th. unloading along the coast
from KOKUMBONA westward, escorted by eleven combatant vessels,
with fighter cover. Three of these transports were set fire
by attacks of dive bombers from GUADALCANAL, two of them be-
ing sunk at time of report, and the other still burning.
Remaining two were hit but stood out with escort, Later
B-17's also attacked and were observed to hit at least one
transport and one large combatant ship.

This report goes on to state that an air raid was made
at 11:30 on the 15th,, - anti-aircraft shooting down three
bombers, Five Zeros were shot down while our losses ware
three fighters, three dive bombers, and one pursuit,

Report of casualties for October 12th.=13th. were
41 deag, 15 injured (night bombardment by Japanese surface
forces).

Heports were recelved of two minelayers in the viecinity
of BAVO ISLAND on the 12th., These ships possibly laid mines,

Alr searches morning of the 16th. made from GUADALCANAL
observed no enemy surface vessels, but reported land concen-
trations aleng the coast between KOKUMBONA and CAPE ESPERANCE.
They are being attacked by our air forces.

Two destroyers have been directed to bombard these po-
sitions,

Commanding General, GUADALCANAL, estimates about 10,000
Japanese troops landed during the morning of the 15th.
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McFARLAND with a 100-ton barge carrying aviation gas-
oline was bombed at 5145 p.m., off GUADALCANAL, McFARLAND's
stern was damaged and proceeded to TULAGI. The 100-ton barge
with 350 drums of aviation gas was hit and burned.

Seven dive bombers and 20 fighters arrived in GUADALCANAL
at 5130 p.m.
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PACIFIC ACTION !

Intelligence reports indicate continuing heavy con-
centration of Japanese ground forces in the RABAUL AREA.

Commander Air, South Pacific, at ESPIRITU SANTO(?)
has a message from &ommanding General, GUADALCANAL, stating
that the Japanese have moved in and piacad artillery with
longer range than his, which are shelling his positions.
Also his positlions are being shelled by surface craft moving
in the area. Aviation gasoline situatlion at GUADALCANAL very
serious, Japanese surface forces in the area very powerful.

Two reports of reconnalssance in the SHORTLAND ISLANDS-
FAISI AREA indicate the presence in that area of:-

3 or 4 Battleships,

2 Carriers,

3 to 5 Heavy Cruisers,

5 Light Cruisers, and about
15 Destroyers.

A report also indicates the presence of an enemy carrier
in the general wvieinity of NDENI,

A report from Commander South Pacific indicates a strong
enemy striking force ofi-

2 Battleships,
1l Carrier,
17 Cruisers and Destroyers (4 of which are
Cruisers).
This force probably from that referred to above,

Location of the WASHINGTON not known, but it is appar-
ently being trailed by Japanese planes. :

A report from HOVEY states 4 officers and 70 enlisted
Japanese were recovered at noon on the 13ith., west of SAVO
ISLAND., They were clinging to scattered debris, mess tables,
and other wooden objects, Two small life rings, but no life
rafts in evidence, One of the survivors stated that the force
consisted of FURATAKA, AOBA, KAKO, KINUGASA, and admitted that
the first named, the PURATAKA was sunk, No information con-
cerning the fate of others. FURATAKA is a 7000-ton heavy
erulser, (There 1s information available that some of the
above named ships had been sunk before and some seriously
damaged). geobls
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KERNODLE BRINGS THIS MESSAGE FROM VANDERGRIFT.

THAT JAP HAS MOVED IN AND EMPLACED ARTILLERY OF LONGER
RRERGE THAN HIS WHICH IS SHELLING HIS POSITIONS AND ARH*=-
FIELD AT WILL., THAT ENEMY SURFACE CRABT MOVE AT WILL

IN SURROUNDING WATERS AND SHELL HIS FOSITIONS DESTRUC-
TIVELY BOTH DAY AND HiﬁHT AND THAT HE WILL BE UNAELE
INDEFINITELY TO HOLD THESE POSITIONS IF ThIS CONTINUES.
GEIGER STATES THAT HE CAN USE NO MORE AIRCRAFT UNTIL AVGAS
SITUATION IMPROVES AND UNTIL DESTRUCTIVE ENELY

FIRE ON AIRFIELD FROK BOTH LAND AND SEA IS HALTED.
* 80 LONG AS ENEMY SHIPS FATROL THE SEA AREA OFF LUNGA
DAY AND NIGHT I CANNOT SEE HOW NCFARLAND OR PAR BARGE

DECLAGSIFIER
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CAN BE BROUGHT IN WITH REASONABLE CHANCE OF SUCCESS
AND UNTIL THIS IS CHANGED THE AVGAS SITUATION .CA-ENOT
BE IMFROVED TO ANY EXTENT., OFFENSIVE AIR OPERATIONS
LIMITED NOW TO STRIKES EROM BUTTON.

DECLASSIFIED
nen Letter, 5-3-T2
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" SEALED SEGRET
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A report at 1430, October 15, states that three
enemy transports are beached and burning fiercely. Two
transports remain in the wvicinity of SAVO ISLAND, One
transport or cargo vessel has departed from the area. O(ne
enemy battleship or heavy cruiser, one light cruiser and
five destroyers are in the vicinity of SAVO ISLARD. The
battleship (or heavy cruiser) has been hit by an aerial
bomb, Detalls on the above action are lacking but it is
assumed that the damage was inflicted by U.S5. alrcraft,
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Regraded Unclassified




UNITED STATES FLEET

Cosmect Pz
[ & HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN D4 CHIEr
S ET HAVT DEFARTMENT, 'WASHINGTON, O, O i
A
i 9 a.m., October 15, 1942, o '.:f
& oA /

H PACI ' Y

At 3 a,m, on the morning of the 15th., four motor
torpedo boats attacked an enemy force consisting of four
erulsers and seven or eight destroyers. They report one
probable hit on a crulser, raked the bridge and put ocut
light on a destroyer. One motor torpedo boat chased by
two destroyers, - used smoke and depth charges to escape,
struck coral reef, and was later towed to base, Two motor
torpedo boats remain ready for service.

A submarine shelled bombing fileld at ESPIRITU SANTO
for five minutes, - no damage.

Reports indicate that Japanese had sighted our group
carrying in gasoline and supplies at 5 a.m. southeast of
SAN CRISTOBAL., At 3:30 in the afternoon this forece, which
had moved to the southwestward to a position 160 miles
south southeast of SAN CRISTOBAL, was dive bombed by nine
planes, - no damage.

A delayed report from S-44 indicates that that sub-
marine torpedoed and probably sank a destroyer, one of three,
on October 4th, eight miles northeast of THURS%D{ INLET
(north point of NEW GEORGIA).

15th.

Japanese units in a report made at 4 p.m./fincluded
one battleship and one cruiser 320 miles east northeast of
GUADALCANAL,

A report from aircraft made at 12:25 p.m. on the
15th. states that contact with enemy had been made, - Three
direct hits on transports, two transports burning, one bat-
tleship erippled, eleven enemy ships in wvieinity, dowmed on
land-based Zero. :

Commander Aircraft, South Pacific, reports at 5 p.m.
that he is sending five PBY's to make night track and strike
enemy carrier which was sighted at 3 p.m. 280 miles east of
GUADALCANAL on course 160, speed 25,

During the attack on the night of the 13th.-l4th,

GUADALCANAL reports scoring 5" hits on three Japanese des-
troyers, Attack was made by battleships, cruisers, and des-

' troyers.
( 6w
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SITUATION MIDNIGET 14-15 LOCAL. ESTIMATE THAT £ ENEMY AP HEAVILY SUPPCRTED BY SURFACE

SHIPS WILL LAND LARGE NUMBER OF TROOPS ON CACTUS TONIGHT, ENEMY CARRIERS AND A FOHRCE
OF CEUISERS WERE REPORTED TODAY ABOUT 250 MILES NORTH OF MALAITA. OUR CARRIER GROUP
15 REFUELING FORTHWEST OF m. AND TASK FORCE 54 IS AT BUTTON, AFTER THEIR RECENT
ACTION, INTEND T0 EMPLOY THE CARRIER GROUP AND AVAILABLE SURFACE FORCES TO PREVINT
FURTHER LARGE SCALE LANDINGS FEELING THAT THE SITUATION IS CRITICAL AND ENENY REIN-
FORCEMENTS MUST BE STOPPED IF OUR POSITION IN CACTUS IS TO BE HELD. ESTIMATE CUR CAR-
RIER GROUP CAN BE IN POSITION TO STRIKE LATE AFTERNOON 15TH AND TASK GEOUP 17.8 CAN
JOIN TASE FORCE 64 AND HEACH THE CACTUS AREL AFTERNOON OF THE 16TH.

DECLABSIFIED
0BD Letter, G6-8«T78
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GUADALCANAL runway was bombed on the 13ith,., two at-
tacks, one Zero shot down and one of our fighters lost., FRun-
way damaged enough to interfere with the operation of large
planes, but still usable for smaller planes,

Report received here on Tuesday from Commanding General
GUADALCANAL states heavy bombardment from surface ships 1:40
and 2150 Wednesday morning, local. No further report received
on this,

At 12:00 noon on the l4th, 25 Japanese bombers escorted
by Zeros attacked GUADALCANAL. Grumman fighters did not have
time to reach altitude, At 1:00 p.,m, 15 bombers escorted by
about 10 Zeros attacked, 9 Bombers shot down and one smoker,
3 sure Zeros shot down., One Grumman fighter missing. - One
J=-2-F (utility amphibian) burned, one damaged on first raid,

Bombardment by Japanese surface gunfire on the night of
the 13th, apparently caused very heavy destruction of our air-
craft. Report of damage not yet complete,

w5 -
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Report from Commanding General, First Marine Division,
GUADALCANAL, sent on the 1l2th., states:-

FLORIDA patrol killed four Japs at BOLI (apparent-
1y on northeast coast of FLORIDA).

On the 11lth, one TULAGI battalion landed at AOLA
(east of our position at LUNGA)and attacked an enemy

b, force at GURABUSU and KOLIOTUMARI, - killed 32 Japs

22 wenkas of 53, destroyed 3" anti-alre¢raft gun, two large radio

fatdf . sets, ammnition and supplies,

Mn P"'-"'-r i At KOLIOTUMARI the Japanese escaped in the bushes, -
3 killed.

Operations continuing in the vieinity of GEGENDE
w¥ere]thara are 100 Japanese (inland on the GURABUSU
RIVER).

OQur action losses, - 2 killed, 1 wounded., - During
the night a landing boat overturned, - 17 missing.

At 7130 on the morning of the 12th. three Japanese
destroyers were bombed, - one badly damaged and believed
sunlk,

At 10:20 on the morning of the l2th. bombers and
torpedo planes struck a heavy cruiser, - making a tor-
pedo hit, several near misses, left dead in the water
and burning.

At 4:00 p.m, same day same crulser was struck with
one bomb, two near misses on destroyer. The cruiser
was aban&unad and the destroyer was sinking. (This ac-
tion was reported in yesterday's summary, Crulser may
have been one of those damaged during the attack off
SAVO ISLAND Sunday night).

Army P=-400's strafed 15 rowboats along the coast,

Report sent on the 13th, from GUADALCANAL states that
12 - 1000-1b. bombs were dropped on BUKA Airdrome, - all hits
on runway. One cargo carrier left burning and very near
misses on another eargo ship in BUIN Harbor (southeast end
of BOUGANVILLE).

puring this attack 6 B=-17's were damaged by fighter and
anti-aircraft fire, 6 Zeros were shot down,
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Debarkation on the 13th. was interrupted for a pericd
of two and one-half hours by two enemy air ralds on GUADAL-
CANAL. Alsc beach and transports were shelled by enemy
artillery commencing at sunset. The battery was sllenced
by destroyer gunfire. Ships were completely unloaded and
were not damaged. However, several enemy planes dropped
fifras on departure. This Task Force en route ESPIRITU
SANTO,
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(n 12 October 60 - 100-1b, bombs and 2 - 1,000-1b,
bombs were dropped on BUKA airfield by a striking force of
B-l?il'.s& of 15 Zeros on rumway 5 were destroyed, MUMany fires
started.

on the 11th, no ground contacts were made on GUADAL-
CANAL, Patrol found a Japanese 75mm two-gun battery east of
our position that had been abandoned.

On the 13th. GUADALCANAL reported that the fileld had
bean bombed and was out of commissian for the use of our
heavy bombers (which operate from ESPIRITU SANTO, stapgling
on GUADALCARAL).

Two of our transports, escorted by fast mineswoopars,
arrived at GUADALCANAL early morning of the 13th, with one
Army regiment from NEW C ONIA. TBwo of the minesweepars,
assisted by planes, searchad a sector west of SAVO ISLAND to
a distance of 25 milas. They rescued 6 Japanese officers
and 100 Japanese enlisted men. A raft of Japanase was des-
troyed becsuse they would not surrender.

At 3 p.m. SAN FRANCISCO, SALT LAKE CITY, BOISE, arrived
at ESPIRITU SAKTO.

Reports state that BOISE was hit by four salvos with
about 100 dead, a few wounded, three forward turrets out of
commission, many underwater holes, - maln bollers not damaged.

SALT LAKE CITY was hit by one salvo, 5 dead, forward
fireroom and one magazine flooded.

On the 12th, SEARAVEN reports sinking an 8,000-ton
German ship in SUNDA STRAIT.

Regraded Unclassified
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Later reports from Commander Task Force 64.2 bears |
out that this forece consisted ofi-

SANl FRANCISCO MeCALLA
SALT LAKE CITY DUNCAI
HELENA FARENHOLT
BOISE BUCHAIAN
LAFFEY

Commander Task Force 64.2 reports that enemy losses
believed to be four, possibly five, destroyers sunk or out
of actionj one NACHI type heavy crulser sunk (possibly the
ASHIGARA)3; one heavy cruiser probahly sunk, and cne trans-
port sunk, - The presence of a transport near GUADALCANAL
indicates that the enemy was contemplating the delivery
of large reinforcements to GUADALCANAL,

Also supplementing the morning report, further reports
on the two Japanese heavy cruisers south of HEW GEORGIA IS-
LAND state one cruilser being abandoned and one destroyer
apparently sinking.

Our forces are proceeding southeastward toward rendez-
vous, BOISE down by the bow, large hole in the starboard bow,
several smaller holes in the port bow, streaming oil, for-
ward turret appears to be out. Force was, however, malking
20 knots, HELENA and SAN FRANCISCO appeared to be all right,
except they were streaming some oil. SALT LAKE CITY had pre-
viously been reported as capable of making 25 knots.

The FARENHOLT was 50 miles astern with small holes at
waterline but able to proceed. MeCALLA had been delayed
searching for survivors of DUNCAN, which as reported were
rescued. / ’

Total score appears to be two or three Japanese cruis-
ers destroyed, four or five destroyers destroyed, and one
transport aunﬁ.

Our damage appears to be one destroyer lost, one des-
troyer damaged; one cruiser, the HOISE, damaged,

one cruiser, SALT LAKE CITY,/slightly damaged.
possibly

i G
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SAN FRANCISCO FARENHOLT
SALT LAKE CITY BUCHANAR
BOISE LAFFEY
Pogsibly HELERA MeCALLA
DUNCAN

The BOISE was reported bLurning badly, had bacome
separated, but later joined (extent of damage not ¥niown) .

Alss DUNCAN and’ PAHENHOLT were separated, Later
DUNCAN, which had been sbandoned, was located by HeCALLA
and 9 officers, 183 men were rescued. McCALLA observed
50 or 60 Japanese survivors about 30 miles northwest of
QUADALCANAL, picked up three and reported remalnder to
GUADALCANAL, - DUNCAN sank later.

lLater reports indicatsd that FARENHOLT with twe holes
at waterline considered herself seaworthy and was proceed-
ing to rendegvous point to southward. /

on the following morning reports indiceted a Japanese
heavy crulser left dead in the water and burning after re-
ceiving a torpedo hit south of NEW GEORGIA and about 180
miles west of GUADALCANAL, A second cruiser was standing by.

AMUERJACK, returning from patrol off northeast BOUGANVILLE,
raports having sunk a No, 3 TONAN MAHU in KEAVIELG Harbor and
in addition a cargo ship while en route to PONAPE.

LLBACﬂiEEi north of TRUK, reports sighting one ZUIKAKA

e and LOGAKL eruiser and a destrover en route THUE, (about
miles distant).

ol
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During the night of the Bth,-9th. single Japanese
planes were over GUADALCANAL in relays from 10 p.m, to
2115 in the morning.

Two Japanese light crulsers and four destroyers, 170
miles northeast of GUADALCANAL (north of NEW GEOAGIA) es-
corted by fifteen float planes, were attacked by Navy planes
from GUADALCANAL at 6:40 a.m, on the 9th., Both crulsers ap-
parently hit, one left down by the bow. Heports indicated
from three to ten Japanese planes shot down. One of our
Divg Bombers and one Army P-39 lost, - dive bomber pilot res-
cued,

The second attack made on two destroyers resulted in
no hits N

Five Japanese biplanes and anti-aircraft installations
in REKATA BAY were attacked.

From 13135 to 2130 in the afternoon of the 1llth. GUADAL-
CAlNAL was attacked by 35 bombers and 30 Zercs in four waves.
No. damage. Japanese lost 8 bombers and 4 Zeros. Ve lost one
P-39 and one Navy fighter.

P-400's strafed enemy installations on western end of
GUADALCANAL,

Land forces mopped up area of MATANARKAU VILLAGE, - POINT
CRUZ. A strong holding force was left on the east bank of
the MATANAKAU RIVER. During three days of ground operations
our losses were 65 dead, 125 wounded, - Japanese dead 253:

About fifteen mimites before midnight of the 11EEG the
Task Force which had been held in readiness south of SAN
CRISTOBAL ISLAND made contact with a Japanese cruiser-destroyer
force near SAVO ISLAND, - northwest of our position on GUADAL-
CANAL., Reports from this engagement are incomplete. Appar-
ently the action lasted about 30 minutes. Preliminary reports
show four enemy destroyers burning and probably one heavy i
cruiser hit badly. Our force consisted of:-

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET

Counice Fox
o HEADQUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDEN M Cier
1&5; IEE WAVY DEPARTMINT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
EI A
NF' 10:00 a.m, October 11, 1942, L'U

SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)}

Between 1:35 and 2:30 p.m., on October 1lOth. 30 Jap-
anese Zeros and 35 bombers came over GUADALCANAL AREA in
four waves. Bombs were dropped in the open field. Eight
Japanese bombers and four Zeros were destroyed. One of
our P=39's is missing and one P4-F landed in the water.
The pilot of this latter plane is belleved to have been
rescued.

m—
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'da)

A Japanese heavy cruiser of the KINUGASA class and
five destroyers were attacked by seven Navy dive bombers,
four torpedo planes, and eleven Grumman Navy fighters 100
miles west northwest of GUADALCANAL at 6 p.m, on the 8th,
fne sure torpedo hit and one probable bomb hit and four
near misses were made on the crulser. Three of ten float
biplanes were shot down, one other probable, One of our
fighters and one of our dive bombers failed to return.
Two of the search planes which made the original contact
shot down one float biplane and one probable, Both of our
pllots were wounded but returned to base,

Reports show that one of our search planes reported
a large Japanese crulser or battleship on fire escorted by
five destroyers southeast of FAISI at 1:40 p.m. on the 8th.
This was four hours and twenty minutes earlier than the
reported attack on the cruiser. However, there appears to
be some indication that this wvessel burning was the ecruiser
_reported above,

During the night of the 7th.-8th, the Japanese con-
tinued to reinforce GUADALCANAL.

Three small contacts were made on the 7th., - nine
Japanese killed, no Marine casualties. Throughout the night
of the 7th.-8th, the Japanese attempted to penetrate our po-
sitions, - attempts attended with casualties.

o
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B-17's formed a striking force on the 5th. but were
turned back by weather. However, one plane penetrated to
BUKA parking area, dropping 20 - 100-1b. bombs. They re-
port damaging planes on the ground.

HEKATA BAY (SANTA ISABEL) was attacked by eight
planes from GUADALCANAL on the 5th, destroying one small
plane and a motor launch on the water, - two of six enemy
planes were shot down. One of our dive bombers was forced
down on SANTA ISABEL ISLAND,

P-400's attacked installations at TASSAFARONG and at
MURAVOVO during the day of the 5th.

During the night of the 5th,-6th. a Japanese force
of six destrovers approached GUADALCANAL from the northwest
and were attacked throughout the night. One destroyer was
sunk and one reported damaged. Two torpedo planes falled
to return from the night search.

Contacts in MATANAKAU RIVER AREA, - Marine casualties
one killed, six wounded. Japanese losses exceed ten killed.

ALHENA, cargo carrier, which was torpedoed in the
SOLOMONS arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO in tow.

Bt
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Apparently the Japanese forces cleared the TONOLEI-
SHORTLAND ISLAND AREA after the attack, and were returning

on the 6th.

A Japanese submarine was attacked with depth bombs
south of SAN CRISTCBAL ISLAND, - apparently destroyed.
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A Task Force consisting of HORNET, probably five crulsers,
and seven destroyers (exact composition of force not known here)
made an attack on the BUIN-FAISI-TONOLEI AREA in the early morn-
ing of 5 October. Participating in the attack were 16 fighters,
18 dive bombers, and 15 torpedo planes, Due to unfavorable
weather attack was restricted to the dropping of & - 1,000-1b,
bombs and 32 - 500-1b, bombs.

Hits:

1,000-1b, bomb on a heavy cruilser;

1,000-1b, bomb on a transport;

Sﬁﬂnlb. bemb hits on 10,000-ton cargo ship,
saaplane tender, and cargo ship.

lear Misses:-
- 1,000-1b, and 3 - 500-1b. bombs on a heavy cruiser.

Total I -
One heavy crulser, one transport, one seaplane tender,

two cargo ships.

3 -
l -
3 -

3 = 1000-1b. bombs were dropped on runway and bulldings at
KIETA FIELD,

Shot down one Zero seaplane and one float-type seaplane in
target area, strafed 10 four-engine seaplanes on water at FAISI,
believe 4 sunk.

Strafed one crulser and one destroyer at SHORTLAND HARSOR.

During retirement two twin-engine Type-97 Mitsubishi bomb-
ers destroyed. .

Our forces suffered no losses nor damage.

As & result apparently of attack on the 5th., Japanese
forces in general vicinity of SHORTLANDS were moving as follows:-

2;3;:%; BUIN, Eﬂgﬁgggﬂnﬁl-
erulsers, 10 destroyers, 4 cargoe ships,
a i ANTIS

Rpparant moVing &awa LI om L L -

battleships, 3 ecrulsers, 2 destroyers.

Also moving away 5 ships observed in rainsquall, but
not identified,.
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Attacks by dive bombers and Army P-400's on Jap
installations in the wicinity of WEST CAPE and TOGURA POINT
(the latter is not readily identifiable, tmt belleved to be
on the western end of GUADALCALAL).
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'

Operations 3-4 Ocfober,

Fifteen Japanese landing boats at VIRU HARBOA,
NEW GEORGIA ISLAND, destroyed or damaged by our air attack,

Thirty Zeros overhead GUADALCANAL at 1 p.m, Seven
Grumman Navy fighters made contact shootlng dovm nine cer-
tain, one probable. Anti-aireraft shot down two certain,
one probable, when three Zeros attempted to straff the air-
field., U.5. losses one Grumman fighter, pllot rescued, -
Japanese bombers following Zeros turned back five miles
from CACTUS. :

line Japanese destroyers and one heavy crulser were
sighted at 3 p.m. by evening search 120 miles west northwest
of LUNGA (GUADALCANAL), protected by over twenty Zero land-
planes. A U.S. striking force attacking at 5:15 p.m. was
opposed only by a float biplane., No hits were made,

These ships were attacked during the night, one
hit being made on the cruiser when it was near SAVO ISLaiD.
One of our dive bombers failed to return, - crew was later
rescued and returned, On the following morning seven des-
troyers and one cruiser were picked up by the morning search
120 miles northwest of CACTUS. The striking force which was
sent out obtained two torpede hits on the ecruiser, Celling
was too low for a bombing attack, This Japanese retiring
forece was covered by twenty-three planes,

During the night of 3-4 October three enemy destroy-
ers were reported as being at MARAVOVA, three at VISALE
(both on the west end of GUADALCANAL) and three at TASSAFARONG,
between LUNGA and VISALE, - all believed to be unloading
troops and supplies. Ali were attacked, but damage is unknown.

Scattered bnmbing.un GUADALCANAL took place during
the night.

Two small contacts along the MATANAKAU west of KUKUM
resulting in the loss of two Jap killed, three wounded, and
, one prisoner, No Marine casualties.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

GUADALCANAL estimates that on the night of 3 October
Jap destroyers landed 750 in the vieinity of TASSAFARONG
and 600 at VISALE.

Further information shows that the 80' boat reported
as being straffed and set on fire by B-17's on reconnalssance
{October 4th. Summary) took place at KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND,
also called GREENWICH, and not at the GREENWICH ISLANDS off
MALAITA, KAPINGAMARANGI is 720 miles north northwest of
GUADALCANAL,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOHN (Cont'd,)

Occupation of FUNAFUTI with a force of about 900
Marines completed at 6 p.m, 3 October.

aman 29 -Septe

A striking force of 10 B-17's bombed a light cruiser
about 40 miles west of SHORTLAND ISLAND with 76 500-1b,
bombs, from an altitude of 8,000 feet, - No hits. 15 Zeros
attacked the B-17's. B8core, - 1 B-17 shot down by cruiser
anti-aircraft fire, crew lost, and 7 B-17's damaged by Zero
attack; 8 Zeros shot down, three damaged.
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Operations - 3 October,

Another hostile plane flew over GUADALCANAL at 4:30
a.m.y local time,

Japs were attacked by P-400's at NARABO (west of VISALE),
TENARU, KOKUMBONA, and POINT CRUZ (one mile west of mouth of
MATANUKAU RIVER).

A large group of enemy landing boats were discovered by
reconnaissance planes well camouflaged inside VIRU HARECOR
(150 miles west northwest of LUKGA.

In the afterncon nine enemy destroyers and one heavy
crulser were sighted northwest of GUADAL CANAL. GSeven SED's
and three TEF'!'s attacked the crulser and two destroyers about
120 miles west northwest of LUNGA. - No apparent damage. Ships
observed to continue on course toward GUADALCANAL.

PACIFIC

Submarine SHAPPER on August 19th, fired two torpedoes
at an 8,000-ton escorted cargo vessel. Two explosions were
heard two minutes after firing, no propeller noises, followed
by a loud explosion seven minu%es later., The cargo ship is
considered damaged, possibly sunk,

Regraded Unclassified
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A report was received that the crews of the three
TBF's lost while attacking four Jap destroyers near VANGUNU
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA, have been rescued.

Only one ground contact at GUADALCANAL was made, - one
prisoner.

Artillery and P-400's straffed small hostlile groups
from KOKUMBONA to VISALE,

At 93130 p.m., local time, an enemy plane flew over
GUADALCANAL,

B-17's on reconnalssance straffed and set on fire an
B0' boat with antenna and radio equipment at GREENWICH ISLAND
(off east coast of MARMASIKE ISLAND, MALAITA).

ns = e

At 4305 a.m., local time, three enemy planes dropped
bombs igniting gasoline dump.

Usual ground patrols at GUADALCANAL, - one prisoner,

Our reconnaissance planes dropped ten 100-1b, bombs at
HEKATTA BAY causing a large explosion in a palm grove.

At 1110 p.m,, local time, 30 Zeros, followed by a small
group of bombers, were contacted in GUADALCANAL AREA. No
bombs were dropped. Four Zeros were shot down. Our losses
six fighters, - four pillots.

Two of our SBD'S failled to return from search. COne
SBD landed in water, gunner rescued, pilot leost,

A single hostile plane flew over GUADALCANAL at 9 p.m.,
local time. !
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Four Jap destroyers were attacked by 5 S8BD's and §
TBF's 17 miles south of VANGUNU ISLAND (NEW GEORGIA), -
120 miles west by north of GUADALCANAL airfield. - One des-
troyer was left dead in the water, - 3 TBF's failed to re-
turn,

r CIF

On 3 September Submarine SEAL obtained a torpedo hit
on a 4,000-ton scuthbound passenger-freighter in CHINA SEA.
The freighter beached itself in PHANRANG BAY (north side of
CAPE PADARAN) and was not seen two days later.

—
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The report of the air action at GUADALCANAL on the //;xf
29th, of September should be corrected to four Zeros 5hut
down, probably six,

GUADALCANAL ground cperations during the 29th, and
30th, of September consisted of patrol activity only. No
ground contacts were made.

On:-the 29th. search planes destroyed two float bi-
planes and bombed anti-aircraft installations at REKATA
BAY,

Also on the 29th, four enemy boats landing supplies
at VISALE were attacked by our search planes and later by
P-400's and 5BD's, P=-400's also straffed enemy trucks and
trocops near KOKUMBONA.

n the 30th. nine 250-pound bombs were dropped on
Jap gasoline storage facllities at REKATA BAY, - fires were
started.

Also on the 30th. SBD's attacked REKATA BAY damaging
two float planes and burning a supply dump, P-400's at-
tacked a supply dump at KOKUMBONA and troops at TENARU,

We lost no planes on the 29th. and 30th., except the

plane lost during the attack of 20 Zeros and a group of
bombers on the 29th.

N

Regraded Unclassified
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Survivors of the Jap destroyer YAYOQI were captured
on NORMANBY ISLAND (off southeast end of NEW GUINEA). The
riscners state that this destroyer was sunk by our planes
B=-17's) on the afterncon of 11 September about fifteen
miles east of NORMANBY ISLAND, The dlary of one prilsoner
states that the heavy crulser KAKDO was hit by three torpedoes
on 10 August 60 miles east of NEW IHELAND and sank within
seven minutes (confirms report of 5-44). The prisoners also
state that the destroyer MUTSUKI and transport KINKYU MARU
were sunk early in September in the SOLOMONS, \

o B
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d? SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Patrol activity on GUADALCANAL was continued during
the 28th, and 29th., but no contacts were made with the
enemy. The Japs remain in occupation of the MATANIKAU
RIVER line,

Lt The patrol on FLORIDA ISLAND killed five Japs at
HAROVO, - no Marine casualties,

At about 2 p.m, on the 29th. about 20 Zeros followed
by a small group of bombers approached from the northwest,
These planes were intercepted by one sguadron of our fight-
ers, - the bombers Jettisoned their bombs northwest of
5&?6 ISLAND and fled. Two Zeros, probably four, were shot
dovm. Our losses were one plane and one pilot,

The U.5.8. NAVAJO, auxiliary tug, is en route to tow
the ALHENA.

PACIFIC

The TROUT was identified as the submarine obtaining
two torpedo hits on the Jap airecraft carrier near TRUE,
The TROUT reports that this carrler was escorted by two
light eruisers and two destroyers. - The carrier when last
observed was on fire, further results unknown, probably OTAKA.

The TROUT also reports sinking a 6,000-ton auxiliary
on September 21st.

Regraded Unclassified
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. hDUTn PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The U,S5.8, ALHENA, cargo ship, reports being torpedoed
about 20 miles off west coast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND (S0UTH
SOLOMONE), - shaft sprung, floating nicely, but towing by
escort is doubtful.

Dock and repair work on U.S8. Navy ships in NEW ZEALAND
being seriously delayed by labor troubles.
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GUADALCANAL reports that the Japs succeeded in rein-
foreing their forces in the vicinity of MATANIKAU RIVER
on the night of 26-27 September, Our operations the follow-
ing day did not succeed in dislodging them., It is estimat-
ed that Jap strength in that area is now 1,000 with addi-
tional support available,

Our losses on 26-27 September were 42 killed and 129
wounded,

Day and night air searches continued with negative
results,

Cne of our planes while on patrol on 27 Sertember
shot down a Jap single-float seaplane 35 miles south of
GIZ0 ISLAND,

B-17's on patrol in the CHOISEUL ISLAND AREA on the

27th. shot down one Jap pursuit plane and one seaplane,
./... I B LY ; F— ¥ 'r-'-'-r.i e - - - l('_. =

BACIFIC

One of our submarines (unidentified) reports putting
two torpedoes in a large aireraft carrier near TRUE inhound
from the south, The carrier was noted to be on fire but
definite results are not Imown.

-52=

— - -

p——

Regraded Unclassified




¢ [}

UNITED STATES FLEET

ﬁn,_m'h
E MAVT DEFANTHINT, WASINGTON, D, O
|
9 a,m, September 28, 1942,

| F ION nt'

' Eight B-17's on the 26th. bombed shipping at FAISI,

SHORTLAND Harbor, One large transport was heavily hit
left burning and believed sunk, A heavy cruiser was hit
on the stern and left afire. Three float Zeros and three
fleat biplanes were shot down.

n the same day a B-17 on patrol in the FAISI AREA was
attacked by four float Zeros, - one was damaged and forced
to land in the water,

Alsc on the 26th. a B-17 on patrol in the REKATA BAY
AREA (northwestern end of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND) straffed a
single-engine float biplane on the beach.

At GUADALCANAL on the 26th, a small enemy force was
contacted west of the MATANIKAU RIVER. This force was being
| encireled on the morning of the 27th.

Patrols on FLORIDA ISLAND on the 26th, killed 9 Japa-
| nese and captured 3.

At 1:55 p.m. on the 27th. 18 Jap bombers escorted by
13 fighters attacked GUADAL CANAL. These planes were inter-
cepted by our fighters, - enemy losses 4 bombers and 5 fight-
ers., 0One of our SBD's was destroyed on the ground. ’

| At 1:45 p,m, on the 28th, the Japs conducted the 49th,
alr raid on GUADALCANAL with 25 bombers and 18 Zeros, Our
fighters intercepted this force and the Japs Jettisoned their

bombs. The Japs lgst 23 bombers and 1 Zero, Our losses, -
no pilots, no planes, no damage,

Regraded Unclassified
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GUADALCANAL reports extensive air and ground patrolling
were continued on the 25th. The area from KOLI FOINT to
MATANIKOU RIVER is free of enemy forces, All approaches and
entire coastline were covered by air search from 3.p.m, the
25th. to 1:30 a.,m, the 26th., No contact was made, The

VISALE AREA was bombed again.

Twelve enemy single-engine float biplanes and float
Zeros were contacted by a B-17 on the 25th. at TONOLEI HAR-
BOR (southern end of BOUGANVILLE ISLAND), - three were shot
down in flames, probably one other also 5astroyad.

On the 26th. a B-17 straffed the beach at REKATA BAY
(northwestern end of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND), - silencing two
machine gun emplacements and damaging one single-engine float
biplane on the water.

fn the same day two B-17's bombed Jap ships in TONOLEI
HARBOR, - believe the stern of a heavy crulser was hit by a
500=-pound bomb,

Also on the 26th, three ships were bombed by one B-17
fifteen miles southeast of EUKA PASSAGE (northern end of
BOUGANVILLE ISLAKD), - one 500-pound bomb is believed to
have hit the stern of an ailreraft tender.
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GUADALCANAL reports that on the 24th, at sunset one
Marine battalion on extended patrol made contact with the
enemy four miles south of our position. Fighting continned
into the night until the enemy withdrew. Our losses 7 dead,
25 wounded, Enemy losses not yet reported,.

Four enemy destroyers towing landing boats were attacked
by two dive bombers at 9 p.m, the 24th, during moonlight con-
ditions. Despite repeated attacks by other dive bombers and
torpedo bombers, enemy force continued toward GUADALCAIVAL
until 1:30 a.m. the 25th, when within eight miles of CAPE
ESPERANCE (northwestern tip of GUADALCANAL) they turned away,
Damage to enemy unknown, We lost no planes,

At REKATA BAY (northwestern end of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND)
one B=17 encountered three float Zeros and one Type 95 single
float seaplane, - the latter plane was shot down,

- 49 =
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Eight SBD's attacked four enemy destroyers 150 miles
northwest of GUADALCANAL. - No damage.

At 12:15 p.m. B-17's at a ceiling of 15,000 feet
bombed 22 enemy vessels, including one CL, at SHORTLAND IS-
LAND and TONOLEI HARBOR (southern end of BOUGANVILLE ISLAND).
= Three hits, six near hits, Twenty enemy fighters defended
the ships, - one shot down, possibly tga others destroyed.

Extended patrols on GUADALCANAL were continued on the
23rd. No enemy forces in the vicinity of Marine position,
except stragglers. One Jap killed, one prisoner.

Alr straffing of TASSAFARONGA to SAPURA on GUADALCANAL
was continued,

On the 23rd, one of five single-engine float planes at
MANNING STRAIT (between CHOISEUL and SANTA ISABEL ISLANDS)
attacked a B=17 and was shot down.

5 HREKATA BAY was bombed with incendiaries and 100-pound
ombs., ¢

BACIFIC

Submarine GROWLER returning from patrol south of HONSHU
repar{s sinking one 10,000-ton tanker and two 5,000-ton cargo
vessels,

A H ’t/’:’f-r e P ad
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é? SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION !

Off BOUGANVILLE STRAITS (SOLOMON ISLANDS) AMBERJACK
reports sinking one 5,000-ton freighter.

Patrolling continued on GUADALCANAL, but no hostile
contacts. VIBALE vicinity bombed and straffed throughout
the 23rd., buildings burned, - one large explosion. -
Ranga of actlion of our ground forces being extended west-
ward.

One of our planes on patrol from GUADALCANAL attacked
a submarine with negative results.

BACIFIC

Submarine SAURY returning from patrol in MANTLA AREA
reports attacks as follows:-

First Attack, one hit near stack on a 9,000-ton
tanker similar to NIPPON MARU on 24 August sixteen
miles southwest of COREGIDOR. SAURY went deep to
avold aireraft. After five minmutes a heavy explosion
was heard and forty minutes later an explosion similar
to ship breaking. No screws heard thereafter.

Second Attack, sank a 7,100-ton cargo-passenger
vessel similar to éADG MARU by night surface attack,
11 September, about 130 miles north northeast of
MAKASSAR in MAKASSAR BTRAITS,

v A
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5-47 reports making three hits on an unescorted
cruiser by night surface attack south of ST. GEORGE CHAN=-
NEL (NEW BRITAIN) on 12 September. Crulser of the KINUGASA
Class, six 8" guns, - probably one of those which partici-
pated in the battle of SOLOMON ISLANDS on 9 August. Cruiser
believed sunk.

Regraded Unclassified
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5330 p.m, September 22, 1942,

GUADALCANAL reports patrols were continued on the
2lst. but no hostile contacts were made,

At 11:45 p,m, on the 21st, three SBD's bombed and
straffed four destroyers landing boats in the vicinity
of CAPE ESPERANCE (northwestern tip of GUADALCANAL). No
hits were made on destroyers, but they departed on a north-
west course,

On the 21st, the installations at REEATA BAY (north-
western end of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND) were bombed and straffed
on three different occasions by single B-17's, The dock
irea at GIZO was bombed by a B-17, - near misses on build-

ngs.,

A plane reported sighting an enemy heavy cruiser
near FAISI ISLAND (off southern end of BOUGANVILLE ISLAND)
proceeding slowly with a long oll slick to southwest, in-
dicating damage may have been recelved in SBED attack on
the evening of the 20th.

a A8
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During daylight on the 20th, only one contact with
the Japs was made which occurred aleng the LUNGA RIVER, -
our ground patrol killed 19 Japs, with the loss of two Ma-
rines wounded,

At 9:30 p.m, on the 20th. the Japs launched a nui-
sance rald against ocur forward southern strong point, Con-
tacts continued throughout the night, Our losses were two
killad, seven wounded., Many Jap dead were left in wire bar-
ricade,

Two SBD's on evening search bombed GIZO,

At 5:30 p.m. ten SED's attacked an enemy cruiser
150 miles northwest of GUADALCANAL, - four near misses,
It is believed some damage was inflicted.

Regraded Unclassified
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9:30 a.m. September 21, 1942,

‘.” SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

5-42 was attacked unsuccessfully on two separate oc-
casions by a Jap submarine in the wvieinity of GUADALCANAL

around the first of September,

Four enemy destroyers bombarded GUADALCANAL from
midnight to 1 a.m. on the 19th. Two killed, two wounded.

A Jap ground patrol was wiped out in the only con-
tact on the 19th.

Seven enemy killed in mopping up operations on
FLORIDA ISLAND (near TULAGI).

Both Army and Navy planes bombed REKATTA BAY, but
encountered nc ships nor planes,

- g -
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Submarine HADDOCK returning from patrol in east
CHINA SEA reports sinking 26,000 tons of freighters.

Submarine GRENADIER returning from patrol off
TRUK reports getting two torpedces in an escorted 10,000
ton tanker., This tanker may have sunk as large amount of
o0ll was seen on water for several days.

(:\
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Disembarkation from transports at GUADALCAWAL of
men, equipment, and material, inecluding aviatlion gas, com-
pleted by & p.m., the 18th. and transports departed for
NOUMEA and kSPIRITU SANTO,

Destroyer 0'BRIENs which had been struck in the bow

by a submarine torpedo, is at ESPIRITU SANTO and will de-
part for NOUMEA, speed 12, about the 21st.

TR
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B130 a,m, September 18, 1942,
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

8ix U.5. transports accompanied by three crulsers
and eleven destrovers arrived at GUADALCANAL about daylight
the morning of the 18th. (loecal), carrying 4,100 Marine re-
inforcements for GUADALCANAL, This force planned to depart
the area at B8 p.m., local time, same date,

Transport BELLATRIX, transporting aviatlon gasoline,
arrived GUADALCANAL at 1 p.m. on the 18th., local time.
Further movements of BELLATRIX not determined.

Fourteen of our dive bombers bombed one crulser ac-
companied by two destroyers at 5:50 p.m, the 16th. about
100 miles north of GUADAIEAHA%_ = No hits., _ .  _

. g% § Jawaj L [P0

The Commanding General, GUADALCANAL, reports that
enemy forces have been fighting only at night, with infiltra-
tion by snipers a constant major annoyance but so far not a
serious threat, Lo . ./ 4. 24
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Transports with reinforcements for GUADALCANAL plan
to arrive at disembarkation point about six o'clock, local
time, tomorrow morning.

BACIFIC :

Submarine GUARDFISH, returning from patrol agalnst
MURORAN traffic, reports sinking 50,000 tons, - As this is
a fishing center near HAKODATE, many of these ships may be
large floating fish canneries.

CUTTLEFISH reports sinking one 10,000-ton cargo ship
and one 19,000-ton tanker in CHINA SEA.

These reports had not been evaluated.

A submarine reports sighting one carrler and twe des-
troyers near the BONIN ISLANDS,
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The situation in the SOUTHE PACIFIC (SOLOMON ISLANDS
AREA) 1is confused, U.S. reinforcements en route GUADALCANAL
are retiring due to being sighted by superior enemy forces,
Further word not yet recelved.
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GUADALCANAL reports enemy striking on both flanks
and rear position during the night. Attack on rear made
in strength and repulsed after severe fighting. Mopping
up operations continued throughout the day. U.S. casual-
ties 35 dead, 160 wounded. Enemy dead exceeded 500. -
Apparently a desparate effort on the part of the enemy to
capture airport in conjunction with the approach of heawvy
task forces and transperts.

At 8 p.m, one cruiser and two destroyers shelled
KUKUM POINT AREA, - little damage.

Enemy Zeros over at 7 a.m., 3 a.m, and 5:45 p.m., =
4 shot down, one Navy fighter lost.

§-37 reports sinking a Jap crulser off SAVQO ISLAND
on 2 September.
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Four Zeros and four Japanese bombers were shot down
during the day.

Two of our fighters crashed and two are missing,

At 5:30 p.m., two single-float seaplanes shot down cone
of our dive bombers which was approaching the fleld.

A later report from GUADALCANAL states that our land
forces were engaged on the right flank and rear all night,
and at the time of report were engaged on the left flank, -
operations proceeding satisfactorily. 3

Additional Marine Forces are en route GUADALCANAL from
ESPIRITU SANTO.

2l
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At 9 p.m. on the night of 12-13 September a hostile
plane dropped flares on landing field.

At 9330 p.m, an enemy destroyer bombarded beach to
east of our area for twenty minutes from a position off
KOLI POINT. Shelling accompanied by sound of boats which
gontinued for three hours, operating to east and northeast.

At 93140 p.m, contacts were made with enemy patrols on
land on both sides of LUNGA RIVER. Contacts continued
throughout the night. Report at that time was that all our
positions were secure, but that there were probable infil-
trations by small groups. Mopping up operations were to be
initiated at daybreak.

A later report of operations during the 13ith, stated
that patrols were operating against Japanese throughout the
day, - Marine casualties four killed, twelve wounded. Ja-
anese casualties exceeded forty.

At midnight 12-13 September cne Japanese crulser and
four destroyvers bombarded our pesition for forty-five min-
utes, Fire was returned by our 5", and one ship believed
hit.

At 3 a.m. on the morning of the 13th. the enemy bombard-
ed TULAGI.

From 1 a.m., until daylight enemy maintained continuocus
air patrol over our position.

At 5:10 a.m. 13th, aircraft were detected approaching
from northwest, but turned off on the approach of our aireraft.

At 10120 a,m, 13th, twenty-six Zeros came over our posi-
tion and were engaged by twenty-eight Grumman Navy fighters. -

At 13145 p.m. twenty-eight twin-engine bombers covered

by Zeros were intercepted by twenty Grumman Navy flighters. In
this case bombs were jettisoned fifteen miles away.
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At midnight 12-13 September one cruiser and four des-
troyers fired into position for more than cne hour. Commun-
ications were interrupted for four and one-half hours.

At 7:35 in the afternoon of the 13th. GUADALCANAL re-
ported one cruiser and three destroyers 180 miles to the
northwest on course 290,

At 1:45 in the afternoon of the 12th. one carrler and
one crulser was reported as being 258 miles northeast of
NDENI (SANTA CRUZ), course south. At 7152 in the afternoon
of the 12th. two Japanese ships were reported as being 120
miles east by north of NDENI, Fifteen B-17's were ordered
to attack, results not yet reported.

Conditions at GUADALCANAL reported to be 0.K. except
for shortage of gasoline and personnel very tired because of
night bombardment and day ailr attacks.
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Twenty-six Japanese bombers covered by Zeros bombed
GUADALCANAL at 12145 noon on the 12th, killing six, wound-
ing twenty-nine, one P-400 and cne F4-F badly damaged on
the ground. 8ix bombers and one Zero shot down, One F4-F
lost in air battle, pilot recovered.

On the 10th, information was received that enemy had
moved in strength to MALIMBO RIVER, 5 miles east of position
(presumably our position). - Natives estimate strength to
be several thousands, This force i1s probably the one engaged
around TAIVU POINT, possibly reinforced.

Enemy discovered by our patrols cutting through jungle
toward rear of our position. Counter-measures being insti-
tuted.

At 12:00 noon nine dive bombers attacked Japanese 1n-
stallations at GIZO, demolishing buildings and sank a small
boat.

Eleven scout bombers went out to attack a crulser and
two destroyers northwest of GUADALCANAL, making contact, but
no hits due to low ceiling.

Evening patrol sighted fifteen landing barges loaded
with supplies on beach at VISALE, western end of GUADALCANAL.

Aviation Tender MACKINAC at NDENI was shelled during
the night, apparently by a submarine, - no damage.

Submarine TAUTOG reports sinking a 7,000-ton naval
auxiliary off SOUTH CHINA on 6 August.
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SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At midnight of the 9-10th. a Japanese destroyer
shelled TULAGI Harbor, - hit a patrol craft which had been
hit the previous night.

U.S5. dive bombers bombed and straffed villages in
the vieinity of VISALE, western end of GUADALCANAL.

At 12:25 noon on the 10th., twenty-seven twin-engine
bombers and thirty Zeros dropped bombs, - killed eleven,
wounded fourteen, and destroyed cne truck. They were at-
tacked by eleven Navy and Marine fighters, - four bombers
shot down, one of our fighters missing, one badly damaged.
Effective planes remaining GUADALCANAL eleven Navy fighters,
twenty-two Navy dive bombers, three Army fighters!
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 7315 p.m, on the Bth, two planes with lights on
dropped bombs on TULAGI from 1,000 feet. No damage.

Due to bad runway conditions we had six fighters totally
destroyed and one damaged in opposing this attack.

At 12:30 in the morning a Japanese vessel bombarded
TULAGI AREA, = one small craft hit,

At 11:30 twenty-six twin-engine bombers escorted by
fighters dropped bombs at transports FULLER and BELLATRIX
which were unloading. Nelither vessel was hit., Five enemy
bombers and four Zeros shot down. Our losses two planes
missing, two badly damaged.

Attack against Japanese force at TAIVU POINT, GUADAL=-
CANAL, previously reported. Japanese supplies left behind
after Japanese withdrew were large amounts of food and am-
munition, 4 - 75 mm. guns, 1 - 37 mm., gun, considerable radio
equipment, and at least 27 dead Japanese. Marine casualties
2 dead, 4 wounded. Enemy force estimated to be a reinforced
battalion of not less than 1,000 men.
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Lieutenant Riley on patrol in a PBY shot down a Jap-
anese four-engine patrol boat, Kawanishi Type, about 300
miles northeast of GUADALCANAL on the 5th.
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on the 6th. of September 2 PBY's report attacking
a Serial 43(?), probably a Japanese patrol plane,north of
SOLOMON ISLANDS and getting many hits but no visible damage.
A B-17 reported attacking a Serial 43 in the vieinity of
GIZ0 ISLAND, getting hits, but Jap escaped in rain squawl.

11 dive bombers and 6 fighters bombed GIZO Harbor
installations, causing serious damage, - no ships or planes
seen.

Reconnaissance showed 36 Japanese landing boats off
SANTA ISABEL ISLAND were sunk (attack previously reported).

Carrier planes, HORNET, attacked three enemy sub-
marines, two with promising results, one with negative re-
sults,
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Transport ZEILIN with 450 prisoners of war proceed-

ing to WELLINGTON, - due to arrive on the llth. of Septem-
ber.

8:30 a.,m, September 7, 1942.

Japanese reported to be active in the GILEERT ISLANDS, -
TARAWA and ABEMAMA,
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Commanding General, GUADALCANAL, reports that 12
officers and 226 men of the crews of the LITTLE and GREGORY
were rescued, The enemy consisted of at least one cruiser
and two destroyers.

The morning patrol sighted 15 large Japanese landing
boats each carrying about 75 men approaching the northwast
coast of GUADALCANAL, Boats were straffed, 3 sunk, P-400's
attacking with bombs and light machine guns, - apparently
causing many personnel casualties,

Dive bombers straffed and bombed boats on beach, =
belleved to have destroyed several of them.

26 twin-engine bombers covered by 20 Zeros approached
position at 12:45 p.m, on the 5th. This was second alert,
and only several fighters reached the proper altitude. The
intercepted Japanese planes dropped bombs 10 miles westward
of LUNGA POINT. Two bombers and one Zero shot down., One
of our fighters missing, three damaged, with one pilot
wounded. An additional fighter and piimt lost during attack
on boats,

Army bombers operating from AUSTRALIA reported at
south end of BOUGANVI one light cruiser, 16 destroyers,
and 7 merchant vessels, - apparently no attacks made by us,.

Army bombers report one cruiser northeast of MILNE
BAY sighted several times, attacks unsuccessful,.

Estimate enemy casualties MILNE BAY AREA to Septem=-
ber 1lst, as 600,

Continued pressure from the enemy in the KOKODA AREA, -
enemy casualties estimated at 700.

-
Report from an unidentified submarine states that he
is unable to remain longer on statibh because of damage suf-
fered from three days of depth charging. His score is one
battleship set on fire and cne PC-type radar equipped patrol
vessel sunk,

L

Regraded Unclassified
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Destroyer Transports LITTLE and GREGORY were sunk
by gunfiru,ngrchahly with heavy casualties off GUADALCANAL
during the ght of 4-5 September., Enemy destroyers had
previously shelled GUADALCANAL,

8=4]1 reports having sunk on 22 August a submarine
of I-61 type off NEW GEORGIA, SOLOMON ISLANDS,

Seven enemy vessels reported unloading in the GILBERT
ISLANDS, ©Submarine ALBACORE arrived in the area on the 4th,
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A Japanese force of at least two cruisers and two des-
troyers was located by a pabfol of our dive bomber planes
about two miles west of TA POINT, GUADALCANAL, at 12:50
in the morning, - one crulser of JINTSU class., Ships lying
close inshore as if to discharge troops and cargo. (This
according to report, - possibility exists that troops were
being embarked)., Planes attacked, - result not observed,
Ten dive bombers were unable to re-establish contact except
to the extent that one near miss on a cruiser was made,

Report expresses belief that enemy was dispersed after
first contact and withdrew. At the time of the report, one
o'eclock in the afternoon of the 31st., search was being con-
tinued.

A further report from GUADALCANAL indicates the Japa-
nese Detachment previously at MARAU SOUND, eastern end of
GUADALCANAL, had moved to TASIMBOKO BAY (near TAIVU POINT
and about 7 miles from estimated position of Marines). This
position designated as being the first objective of a raider
battalion when a destroyer raider becomes avallable.

AUSTRALIA, HOBART, and SELFRIDGE are proceeding to
BRISBANER

BARATOGA, two eruisers, and four destroyers are proceed-
ing toward TONGATABU at 14 knots.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Destroyer-Transport COLHOUN sunk by three bombs of
a high-level bombing attack at 3:00 in the afternoon of the
30th., while screening the KOPARA (presumably a cargo ship).
Neo other ship hit. All officers and men rescued, - 9 wounded.

The WILLIAM WARD BURROWS is aground at TULAGI, - ship
being lightened but efforts to refloat so far not successful.

Three crulsers and four destroyers have been directed
EEL;§p§i§ back to MacArthur for support of his operations off

Destroyer-Minelayer GAMBLE reports sinking a Jap
I-Class submarine near MALAITA.

A B=17 at 9:20 a.m. on the 30th, sighted and attacked
four cruisers off SANTA ISABEL, - reports one hit or a close
miss off stern of a heavy crulser.

The evening patrol sighted two crulsers and some des-
troyers 20 miles north of RUSSELL ISLAND (25 miles northwest
of GUADALCANAL) at 5:45 in the afternoon. Dive bombers being
prepared to go after them (no further report).

.The LITTLE reports depth charging a submarine off
EEADALGAHAL at 4:30 in the afternoon and belleved to have sunk

In an ailr engagement over GUADALCANAL at 11:45 a.m, on
the 30th., 18 land Zeros reported shot down. U.5. losses 4
5-4&0'3 with 3 pilots lost. P=400's accounted for 5 of the
eros,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

GUADALCANAL was bombed by 6 planes at 4140 a,m, on
the 29th. Two killed and five wounded,

At 11:55 a.m. 18 twin-engine bombers bombed, - one
killed, four wounded. GSome ammunition and two hangars with
aviation material, including two fighter planes destroyed.
At least 4 Zeros and 3 bombers shot down by fighter craft
and 1 bomber by anti-aircraft. All U.S. planes returned
but two®had major damage. - Strength of our fighter planes

belng very seriocusly reduced.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,) S

During the evening of the 28th. two SED's from
GUADALCANAL on patrol sighted three large and cne small
Jap destroyers 70 miles north of GUADALCANAL on course
180°, = evidently headed to the GUADALCANAL AREA. This pa-
trol attacked and hit the small destroyer.

4

Eleven more dive bombers took off and at 6:00 p.m.
attacked these destroyers which were then 85 miles north
of GUADALCANAL. Two of the large destroyers were hit, -
one blew up and sank, one hit amidships and burning tierce-
1E; One escaped damage. The small destroyer was low in

water, smoking, and in distress.

These destroyers appeared to have consliderable gear
on deck, - probably intended for thelr forces at GUADALCANAL,
(One of our planes falled to return).

The Marine Patrol which attacked the Japs at KOKULBONA
returned. Marine casualtles 5 killed, 10 wounded. Jap cas-
ualties uncertain,

No sighting of enemy surface vessels on the 28th. by
our patrols other than those listed above.

19 additional Marine Fighter Planes are scheduled to
be moved to GUADALCANAL on Saturday,

-0 .
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Patrol plane reports show an enemy force of 1 battle-
ship, 7 cruisers, and 6 destroyers steering various courses
at a position about 500 miles north of TULAGI. This may
indicate that carriers have proceeded to RABAUL or KAVIENG
to cbtaln replacement planes and that surface forces, while
waiting, were keeping clear of possible air attack in force.

ENTERPRISE proceeding to TONGATABU, should arrive the
Eﬂth. or Egthi

9 Army Fighters, P-400's, arrived GUADALCANAL from

gt} — ESPIRITU SANTO at 11:40 a.m. on the 27th, While en route
5 they attacked one four-engine flying boat near the southeast
end of GUADALCANAL, which disappeared in the clouds smoking.

A large Marine patrol 1s reported as attacking Japanese
forces at KOKUMBONA, - 7 miles west of LUNGA POINT, - actlon
continuing.

The Commanding General at GUADALCANAL reports acute
need for fighters to operate at high altitudes.

A 500 kilo bomb exploded 30 hours after dropping.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

One of our patrol planes reports belng attacked by a
carrier-type plane at 10114 a.m, on the 26th. 340 miles north
of TULAGI. It 1s not known whether or not a carrier was ac-
tually present.

A delayed report received from Admiral Fletcher sent out
on the afternoon of the 25th, gives the following information:-

Incompleteness of tactical reports left the exact

position of enemy carriers uncertﬂin.j/
&

Confirmed RYﬁﬁO badly damaged. Two crulsers torpe-
doed. One battleship hit by a 1,000 pound bomb,

Estimates enemy lost more than 50 planes as a re-
sult of attacks by our planes and anti-aireraft fire.

Our plane losses - 7.

On the 25th. carrler task forces, probably being in fueling
area, enemy submarine No. 425 was hit with a 500-pound bomb abaft
conning tower, - belleved sunk (300 miles southeast of TULAGI).

Also straffed and damaged plabes—ef enemy submarine No,
417, same position.

Another submarine sighted just to the south, depth charged
by destroyer, possibly damaged,

Submarines appeart/to be concentrated in our approximate
fueling area.

In addition to the above, two submarines were sighted on
the 24th. to eastward of TULAGI in the vieinity of carrier group.

Report from OCEAN ISLAND of a ship approaching, but Mo
further informatlon appears to indicate landings made by the
enemy on that island.

Further reports from the Commander South Pacific state B-17
made three hits with 500-pound bombs on a crulser and the ship
broke in two- it seems probable that this must have been a des-
troyer. The B-17 which attacked RYUJO was 1ltself attacked by

7 Zeros and shot down 5 Zeros.
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At 2 p,m, on the 25th, GUADALCANAL scout bombers failed
to locate any ships 70 miles north of area, - sighted oil patch-
es, Later attacked destroyer leaving oil Erail off north coast
of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND, - no hits but all bombs fell close,

Bombing attack on GUADALCANAL at noon the 26th. by 16
twin-engine bombers and 12 land Zero fighters, Japanese losses
7 bombers and 5 Zeros, U.S. losses 1 plane. Success attributed
to the fact that Zeros must fight with heavy load of gas for
return trip.

Apparently, in addition to other ships previocusly re-
ported damaged, returning search pilots report one transport
and one destroyer burning with one destroyer standing by, and
to the northward of the position of these ships, four addition-
al ships burning (character of ships not reported).

WHARTON departed for NEW CALEDONIA with survivors from
erulsers on 22 August,

Commander South Pacifie reports that enemy apparently
consisted of four groupsi=-

One consisting of 1 battleship and some cruisers,
attacked by our carrier air groups.

(ne consisting of 2 large carriers, 10 cruisers,
and 8 destroyers. - Discovered too late for air attack.
Belleve that thils group attacked ENTERPRISE,

One group consisting of RYUJO, 1 cruiser and 2
destroyers. Attacked by our B-17's and SARATOGA Air
Group, - believed badly damaged by SARATOGA Air Group.

Other group referred to probably transport group.
Group including battleship at 11100 a.m. 26 August be-

lieved to be retiring to northwestward from their position 345
miles north northeast of Guadaleanal,
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Damage sustalned by ENTERPRISE:-

3 medium bomb hits, 3 near misses.
Out of commission:-
Iwo of the thraznalavatnrs,
Starboard steering engine, and
Director for three AA guns,
Flight deck damaged, but not out of commission,
Ship can be steered but cannot be mansuvered at
high speed,
Planes remaining on board:-

F
21 VSB, and
3 VI,
11 VSB are at GUADALCANAL,
50 planes can be operated in emergency.
80 dead, 100 wounded,
Prapalling machinery not damaged,

On the night of 24-25 August 7 destroyers shelled GUADAL-
CANAL., Casualties - 2 killed, 3 wounded, - no material damage.

5 Scout Bombers went out from Guadalecanal about 2:45 a.m.
25 August, - no contact. 3 Scout Bombers went out at 3:00 a.m.
and scored one hit on a destroyer, - one scout bomber failed to
return., Large oll patches seen in area after daybreak.

At 4:00 in the morning of 25 August 2 small planes bombed
and straffed GUADALCANAL position., At 11:50 21 twin-engine 97
bombers dropped 40 bombs from 27,000 feet, - 4 killed, 5 wounded, -
no material damage.

Apparently, in addition to previous reports, GUADALCAFAL
reports one transport hit on or near miss under stern with a
1,000 pound bomb and 2 seaplanes shot down.
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Subsequent to carrier action, the SARATOGA and ENTERPRISE
groups retired to refuel and WASP proceeded toward GUADALCANAL

to continue recoveries, =
=0 Lhonsn

Carriers report destruction of 47,enemy planes, but do
not report own plane losses., Navy anﬂﬁmarins fighters on
GUADALCANAL report destruction of 21 enemy planes with the
loss of 3 of our fighters. Total enemy plane losses reported

as 68.

Our carrier groups reported attacks on enemy cruilsers and
a battleship with some hits,

B-17's reported 4 hits on RYUJO but photograph showed no
hits made.

Enemy air reconnaissance of the GILEERT ISLANDS continues.
OCEAN ISLAND bombed from the alr and bombarded by a crulser.
NARU ISLAND shelled by a 6" cruiser,

e e
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Enemy task forces In several groups were plcked up ap-
proaching the TULAGI AREA beginning 22 August.

kY

First contact was with:- T-//

1 Cr‘l..'lisar..

2 Destroyers, and

3 Transports,

T

Apparently this group turned away fg oanfa y but
later headed down toward GUADALCANAL, after the carrier ac-
tion. This was based on a despatch from GUADALCANAL that an
enemy convoy with no carrlers present was attacked 100 miles
nnrtﬂ of TULEEI, -hgne larEa tiaﬂsggrt hit andeu¥n1n§ ang
one heavy crulser t and burning ercely, = urthe n=
formation on this as yet, At 8:10 a.m, 55 Agusut,

Enemy carrier task forces apparently consisted of RYUJO
with two crulsers and destroyers and another group of two
large carriers with ten crulisers and eight destroyers.

Presence of carriers was ﬂirst noted by attack on patrol
plane by enemy carrier planes 360 miles northeast of TULAGI
at 10:30 a.m. on the 24th. Contact with carrier group was
later made 120 miles southwest of position of attack on pa-
trol plane, and 275 miles from TULAGI, - at 11:00 a.m. on the
24th.

Attack on carrier group, small carrier RYUJO, by a B=17
was reported as having taken place at 6:10 p.m, 120 miles
southwest of this position. - Navigation of Army plane prob-
ably questionable, 4 B-17's alsc repcrted making attack on
another carrier group at 5:25 p.m. 100 miles west southwest
of this attack. Later one of our patrol planes reported a
large carrier dead in the water, but report indicated in no
other way whether or not damage had taken place.

Qur task force was attacked by carrier planes at 4:40
in the afterncon, ENTERPRISE receiving two bomb hits, one
of which put steering gear out of commission, ENTERFRISE
planes failed to locate enemy and proceeded to GUADALCANAL.,
SARATOGA planes reported attack on RYUJO which was burning

fiercely.
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S-44 returning from patrocl on 23 August reported
having sunk on 10 August a cruiser of KAKO or NACHI class
with four torpedo hits (possibly was KAKO class).

Enemy Task Force sighted by our patrol plane about
300 miles north of the TULAGI AREA consisting apparently
of a carrier, two crulsers, and two destroyers. Our Task
Foreces have been previously fired at with a submarine tor-
pedo, with the consequent presumption that our forces sight-
ed have been reported by the enemy.

Cne report indicates our forces being attacked by
enemy carrler-based planes, Apparently our carriers not
knowing at the time the exact position of enemy carriers.

Destroyer BLUE, having broken adrift from tow north
of SAVO ISLAND upgears to have been scuttled by our own
forces to avoid fa 1ing inte enemy hands,

MacArthur reports a minimum of 7 hours necessary for

the executlon of misslons against targets assigned by
Commander South Pacifie,
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: Patrol to eastward of TENARU RIVER killed 5 more
aps.

(ne B-17 and 5 P=40's arrived,

Commander SOUTH PACIFIC finding transportation prob-
lem to CACTUS more difficult every day and urges sending
of more transport planes, - which are en route from UNITED
STATES.

GUADALCANAL reports 9 dive bombers, 1 torpedo-bomber,
and 13 fighters taking off at 4:15 p.m, to intercept an
enemy north of CACTUS., - What kind of enemy not stated.

There are indications that Japanese lost two cruisers
in the night action 8-9 August off GUADALCANAL,

CIFT

8-38 returning from patrol of ST. GEORGE'S CHANNEL
(off RABAUL) reports sinking on 8 August a large unidenti-
fied MARU, MARU escorted by one destroyer.

Returning from NORTH HONSHU patrol NARWHAL reports
aé.glééng four cargo shlips and three sampans, total tonnage
1 A
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SOUTE PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Part of the Summary dated the 20th, was incorrect
in that & patrol group reported as being destroyed ap-
pears to have been a United States patrol group compris-
ing 25 men under s Goettge who disappeared on 12
August and apparent wﬁga annihilated,

19 Marine Fighters and 12 Dive Bombers were landed
on GUADALCANAL at 4 p.m., local 20th,

At 4:40 on the morning of the 21st. 1t was reported
that a strong raild or enemy landing was being made east
of TENARU RI and that there were two enemy ships in
the harbor,
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Raid conducted on MAKIN ISLAND by landing force of
215 Marines from Submarines NARWHAL and ARGONAUT destroyed
radio station, aviation gas, one seaplane float, seaplane
and one four-engine patrol plane,

Indirect gunfire of submarine sank 3500-ton trans-
port, one gunboat, and damaged enemy reservation area on shore,

Report indicates heavy enemy air action during day-
light which apparently attacked Japanese troops and instal-
latlons of secondary objective almost exclusively, which we
did not raid. GSecondary objective included reconnoltering
and inflicting damage on the enemy at LITTLE MAKIN, APAING,
and MARAKI ISLANDS,

Jap known dead 83, priscners none., Our own dead

Lieutenant Holtoy, 13 men, wounded 2 officers and 16 men,
missing apprnximaéaly 20 men,
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Jap group hit near TAIVU POINT (westward on
GUADALCANAL from Marine occupation) containing 20 members
and 4 officers,-18 killed by our patrol group.

This Jap group carried considerable radio egquip-
ment that had been landed by a destroyer. Documents cap-
tured showed plan of some of the landing operations, also
locations of Japanese small detachments.

Jap destroyers shelled our patrolling small boats
of f GUADALCANAL, - 9 Navy submarine personnel missing.

Report 1s made that one Japanese destroyer was
struck by a B-17 bomb.

Patrol of Marines mopped up MATANIKAU (position
unknown but probably on GUADAL CANAL), - 60 Japanese count-
ed as being killed. Also located new graves confirming
that 25 Japs had been killed on 12 August.

14 Japs were killed by a patrol, one escaping, -
had landed in rubber boats.
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8 a.m. August 19, 1942,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Interviews of Japanese prisoners obtalned from enemy
torpedo bombers shot down off GUADALCANAL give information
that the Japanese have 50 to 60 heavy bombers at RABAUL,
100 fighters brought in by carrier (KASUGA MARU 7), lﬂﬂ
dive bombers.

On the 17th. 16 bombs were dropped on field at GUADAL-
CANAL, - 4 hits on runway, several drums of gas burned, 5
personnel casualtiles.

Commander Air, South Pacific, Admiral McCain, reports
as of 12:50 p.m., 10&&1 time of thﬂ 19th., two groups of
Japanese ships in the southward SOLOMON IéLANDE One heavy
erulser and one light crulser 25 miles southeast of TULAGI;
three destroyers seven miles north of LUNGA ROADS (GUAD&LF
CANAL). Two U.S. Army heavy bombers attacked heavy cruiser,
scoring hit on stern of ship, which was on fire. Seaplane
tender sighted at REEATA EAY (SANTA ISABEL ISLAND).
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B8:00 a.m. August 18, 1942,

& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Patrolling and mopping up GUADALCANAL continues,
On the 15th. enemy planes dropped food and ammunition by
parachute of which Marines captured four of six loads seen
dropped.

Our destroyer transports on the 16th. delivered 120
tons of aviation gas, aviation lube oill, and ammunition to

GUADALCANAL .

Qur submarines report convoys moving southward from
NEN BRITAIN. - Unable to get into firing positlon.

NARWHAL and ARGONAUT executed landing raid on MAKIN
ISLAND with a raiding party of 200 Marines, local 17, but
no word from them regarding results,

Wh

B

Submarines off TRUK appear to be having some success, -

detalls unknown.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (CONT'D,)

Fragmentary reports in from the SOUTH PACIFIC show
that Japanese attack conducted on the 9th., against our
screening forces was very efficlent. Gunfire rapid and ac-
curate. Alrplane flares used.

Survivorsi-
QUINCY = = = = = 44 0fficers, 574 Men,
VINCENNEE - - - 40 Officers, 650 Men,
ASTORIA - - - - About 650, total.
ELLIOT - - - - 23 Officers, 285 Hen,
CANBERRA = - = - 50 Officers, 586 Men.

Captains of VINCENNES and ASTORIA saved.
Captain of QUINCY lost. Captain of CANBERRA
died from wounds.

RALPH TALBOT - 14 lost; JARVIS - 16 lost; MUGFORD -
20 -lost.

Total wounded - about 841,

Japanese planned a very large and complete base in the
TULAGI-GUADALCANAL Area. Powerful and vigorous ene reac=
tion is expected (there are many indications of thizg.

A division of destroyer transports arrives GUADALCANAL
wlth supplies tomorrow, Saturday.

Total personnel landed at GUADALCANAL 10,900.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
Information has been recelved regarding the battle

in the SOLOMON ISLANDS from the Commander of the Amphibilous
Force. 0Ome Cover Force northeast of SAVO ISLAND con-
sisted of ASTORIA, VINCENNES, QUINCY, 3 destroyers one
destroyer radar uutpout; :auéhwast of SAVO ISLAND 5HIGAGU,
CANEERRA, and five destroyers. These two forces were patrol-
ling the approaches to the TULAGI-CGUADALCANAL AREA, Inner
screens consisted of SAN JUAN and destroyers for group at
TULAGI, and AUSTRALIA and HOBART with destroyers for pro-
tectlion of transports at GUADALCANAL, About 0145 aireraft
flares silhouetted transports in the TULAGI AREA. About
the same time enemy heavy cruisers, destroyers, and subma-
rines were intercepted by screens north and south of SAVO
ISLAND with the result of a heavy running action of about
forty minutes,

No knowledge of damage to enemy except one submarine
probably sunk,

fur losses, - ASTORIA, VINCENNES, QUINCY, CANBERRA.
CHICAGO torpedoed in bow, two destroyers damaged. Heavy
casualties with majority saved. Attack did not reach trans-
port or shore forces.

Transports remained in area to land food and ammuni-
Eéﬁglduring the followlng day, then departed for NEW CALE-

The situation on land not very much changed. Enemy
detachments remain in jungle areas. Equipment and supplies
captured indicate that the Japanese meant the TULAGI AREA
to be a major base.
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Information from General Vandergrift transmitted local
Monday night to Admiral Chormley states that he holds TULAGI,
GAVUTU, MAKAMBO, TANAMBOGO, and has 5,000 men in that area,
which were taken after bitter fighting. - Marine casualtiles
450, Jap casualties 100%, running over 1,000,

Also holds GUADALCANAL, KUKUM to KOLI POINT. Digging
in to defend beaches. He is patrolling to mop up Jap garrison
of 300 troops and 2,000 pioneers who withdrew to bush.

Vandergrift reports GUADALCANAL airfield ready for fighter
and dive bomber planes.

Enemy landing attack on west end of GUADALCANAL 1s anti-
cipated. Estimate of Japanese forces in area or proceeding
toward area attached hereto,

Our carrier forces are presumed to have finished fueling
Monday the 10th,

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA forces report destruction of a
large number of Japanese aireraft in the NEW BRITAIN AREA, in-
cluding 19 Zeros in air combat. Also report heavy damage to
VUNAKUNAU airfield (RABAUL AREA),

Commander in Chief, PACIFIC, recommends no press release
in regard to situation in the SOLOMON ISLANDS,
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Commander Task Foroe 82 oR0818 August 9, 1941,

‘s sussary; Detalls last night's nawal battle cbsgurs but
in as follows:

Obiect of ememy's surface attack was TRANSOROUP X-RAY at Ouadaloanal,
We had puter soreen im two divisions = 1 Northeast, 1 South of Bave,
conslsting of ASTORIA, VINCENNES, QUINCT, 8 deatreoyers, plus 1 destroyer
nhrnzon. Other of CHICAOO, CANPERRA, 4 UD plus 1 DD radar cutpost,
A1l patrolling X-ray.

Inner sereens of 84N JUAN and 0D's for Yoke group) ADSTRALIA, HOBART
and DD's for Xeray group, At 0145/L alroraft flares probably fromaruiser
planes wers ssourately dropped through the clouds to silhoustts Oroup
Yoks, The flares contimued regularly for about a half heour, At same
time enamy heavy eruisers and destroyers or torpedo boats and probably
submarines were intercepted by the sereen north and south of Save.

Heavy running actions sontirmed for about 40 miputes. ¥o imowledge of
damage toc enemy exoept 1 submarine probably sunk,

We loat ABTORIA VINCEFNEE QUINCY and CANFERREA, The CHICAGO was
torpedosd in the bow and the RALPH TARLOT amd PATTERECE were damaged,
Beavy oasualties, majority saved (sle)., The attack did mot reash the
trangports or shore forees. The transports remained im the area today
{Auguat 9th) to land more food and mmsunition, Probably 30 days and
four units of fire om hamd, Departing tomight via Lengo Charmel im view
impending heavy attack, Ouadaleanal, mo chamge. We ares esonsclidating
there, Tulagi, Osvutu, Tanamboga emtirely im our hands. We are mopping
up on Makambe, Landing of stores sericusly interrupted by last night's
sction mnd today's sir alarm which proved false,

w
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OF THE COMMARDES I CHOZY
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

9 a.m, August 8, 1942 (Cont'd.,)
& SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At least 12 enemy planes shot down, probably more, by
ships and fighters.
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Apparently KISEA attack took place about 1800 the 7th.
(EISEA date).
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o The approach in the TULAGI AREA was a complete surprise.
18 enemy seaplanes on water and one small schooner were destroy-
ed, No enemy ships present,

In both areas, TULAGI and GUADALCANAL, shore bombardment
was opened about 0606, local time (date, loeal 7). Light gun
opposltion socon silenced.

At d?4ﬂ landing was begun in the FLORIDA AREA (TULAGI-
FLORIDA ISLAND). Initial opposition was light,

" Landing was begun at GUADALCANAL at 0910 a.m, No opposi-
tion,

About 25 enemy bombers dropped several bombs, - no damage,
- two planes shot down, two damaged.

About 10 Type 99 dive bombers made one 250-pound hit on
Destroyer MUGFORD at 1500. Considerable damage to after deck-
house, engines not damaged, - 20 dead, - 2 planes shot down.

At Eﬂﬂﬂéilocnl timuf all troops for GUADALCANAL were ashore

occupying position on the TENARU RIVER, about five miles east of
LUNGA ROADS, - not in contact with the enemy.

The situation on FLORIDA side:-
HALAVO (FLORIDA ISLAND) oecupied, - no opposition.
TULAGI occupled, except east end. Fighting continues.
GAVUTU captured, = heavy casualties,

TANANBOGO, small island connected with GAVUTU, still
in hands of enemy.

One fighter pllot down near RUSSELL ISLAND, One WASF dlve-
bomber shot down by a zero.

Squadron Xray(?) attacked at 1200 on the 8th. by about 40
twin-eng torpedo planes and about 8 high altitude bombers.
JARVIS hit by torpedo on bow, disabled, - being towed to shallow
water.

GEORGE F, ELLIOT on fire amidships from bomb hits,
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t HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 14 Cirr
S ; 'ﬁ‘ HAVT DEPANTMENT, WASKINGTON, D, 2.
b i
ET 9 a.m, August 7, 1942,
&
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

No direct report as yet but attack on TULAGI-GUADALCANAL
AREA commenced about 0600, local time, August 7th. (3 p.m.
August 6, Washington Wartim]. Attack apparently a com- '
plete surprise, Attack consisted of bombing, landing, and
bombardment. No reports indicating progress of attack or
detalls as yet recelved.
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Coumicn Fox
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SELRET
8 REI 5 p.m, July 30, 1942,
&

SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,).

S-40 torpedoed a large Japanese troopship off TULAGI
on July 10th,
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B HEADQUARTIRS OF THE COMMANDER 1N CHIZy
_d? N MAYT DEPARTMINT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
ET
L 9 am. July 23, 1942,
W . - e L s
& S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION

||1’L,

Enemy landing on BUNA (acreoss NEW GUINEA Peninsula
from PORT MORESBY) was made, This landing force was at-
tacked by U.8. aireraft resulting in the belief that cne
transport was sunk and two vessels damaged, This Torce
consisted ofi=

2 Crulsers,

4 Destroyers,

2 Transports, and
Several Smali ¥erchantmen,

5-37 torpedoed a patrol plane tender near RABAUL,

Regraded Unclassified
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