
- • 
IIR 20)(16) 1 Sec. 3-A - SUllllARY OP NAVY DEPAR'IUFNT OISPATCtreS (Pacitlc) 

:2. 3 ~~ 1942 - )1 llareh 194) 

(Pago .. i...- )16) 

DICLAIBIPID 
OlD Louv, r.-a.~ 

\-
~ 
< 
('" -
' --)J 

I I 
I I 
...... 
\.,f--. .... 

f1) 

\ o-1 

!5 
~ 
)It ... 
"' -. 
~ 
'f' 
> 
I 

I 
0 .., 
i!! 
:5 

~ .. 
~ 
~ 
l'l 
10 
~ 
~ 
~ ... .. 
Po 
;:2 
" -
,_ 
if 
< ,_ 
"' t;; 

):! 

~ .. 
"' 

Regraded Unclassified



• • 

Coooc:xru UNITED STATES FLEET 
III&Doo.AII'IM 01 tD COtot•!!!ft Df Cci:I:J 

u n ODA.JT'lGIIIT, WAaa:MCH'OIIt, o, c. 

9 a . m. August 3, 19• 

S~~T PACIFIC ActiON (Cont ' d . ) 

SAILFISH returning from patrol to AUSTRALIA 1 August 
reports sighting properl7 marked hospital ship,and torpedo· 
1ng, probably sinking, one 7 1 900-ton cargo carrier. 

SEADRAGON returning to AUSTRALIA 2 August reports 
sinking(o!t INDO CBINA) :-

12 July - Heavily loaded 6 ,000-ton cargo 
carrier. 

13 July - 4 ,190-ton cargo carrier. 
16 July - 7 ,000-ton carso carrier. 
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10 a .m. July 5, 1942 . 

Sout hwest Pactric 

Submarine Swordfi sh returni'\g from patrol. Reported 
sinking one tanker about 3, 500 tons , one ClU'CO ship about 6 ,900 
tons damaced and cargo ship about 6 , 500 to1 s damaged ru1d one 
additional cargo ship damagad in the Dutch East Indies area , 
all betl'leen !.lay 23rd and June 12 . 

Also Sl!:AL sank tanker about 7400 tons . 
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• • 
aa-:.JU UNITID STATIS rLIIT 

.,'0"'...,.. or,. Oeoe·re • OIIW 
un • ...._.., w· 

},}~· 
~RET 9 a.m. June 28, 1942. 

</>~ IJIJ>:7AY ACTIO:I (Cont'd . l 

Three Army LB- )01 s taking orr from J.UD",7AY about 
dusk bombed the airfiel d at ~lAKE about n1dn1ght, 27-28 
June. Bombs were observed to hit among aircraft report­
ed.as beinc not well dispersed about landing mats. Three 
enemy pl anes got ott and attacked the Army bombers at 
long range about thirty miles at sea on their return to 
J.!IDWAY. One LB-30 slightl y damaged by anti-aircraft fire. 
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• • 
~,., UJUTID STATIB JLIIT 

Pteron .... c. aa <)?tor·=e • Clair 
un .-~. w· 21014D.O. 

5:30p. m. June 16 1 1942 

WID~AY ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

Submarine TROUT 1 returning to PEARL, bro\lght two 
prisoners picked up from MAKUNA who stated that l~KUMA 
and WOGAUI had been sunk by bombs on the 6th . of June . 
Further stated fnrce was to capture MID\'/AY 1 t hen proceed 
t o capture ALEUTIA!IS and then proceed to AUSTRALIA. 
Also stated that YAM!To displaced 571000 tons and con­
firmed WOOAlli' s regunning with 10 - 23 centimeter guns . 
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• • 
oo-c.ru UNITID STATIS FLIIT 

S~
~ T ... __ .. _, ..... _.~ 
~ un ... ~w· :wo.c. 

~.h1 9 a .m. June 11 , 1942 . 

¥IDWAX ACIION (Cont'd . } 

OUr own battleships (seven) with LONG ISLAND are 
now operating 1 1000 miles to the westward of SAl! FRANCISCO. 

Task Force 16 (HORNET and ElfrERPRISE) have rendez­
voused with and received planes fro~ the SARATOGA 930 miles 
northwest of OAHU. Task Force 16 remaining in that area 
and SARATOGA returning to OAHU. 

Submarines searching area where 
ported could find only an oil slick. 
taken prisoners from a rubber boat. 
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gutted ship was re-
Two Japanese were 

Wreckage indicated fire . 
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c:,~,.. £.....,PlfiTID STATIS rLIIT 

S _..- I .. "1'0",_ ",. o.r • c=-

·"-~·· 1Cii4 D.C.. II I 9 a.m. June 10, 1942 . 
r.~ 0 I.!IP',7AX ACTION (Coot 1d . l 

l!o fUrther contacts in this area. Indications are 
ene~ rendezvousing 1400 miles west of liiD'IIAX•-

Combined Fleet1 
Carriers from ALEUTIAN For ce, 
ZUIKAKU from Empire, and 
Retreating J.UD'.'IAY Forces. 

Probable purpose of rendezvous is to cover withdrawal of 
damaged ships and move...,nt of troop transports to the IUJI­
DATED ISLAliD Area, and/or to Empire . 

Four B-24's left UDY~AX night before last to bomb 
WAKE . One carrying General Tinker not heard after forty 
minutes after take-offL-- apparently lost. Three remaining 
planes not r eaching W~ until after daylight did not make 
attack, but returned, 

Probable damages to Japanese :-

4 Carriers damaged or sunk - planes , including 
spares, on these 4 Carriers - 264; 

9 Cruisers darnagBd or sunk (including 2 in the 
ALEUTIAN Area) ; 

5 Destroyers damaged or sunk; 
2 Transports dtll!laged or sunk; 
1 Submarine dama&ed or sunk; 

Battleships (?). 
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• • 
oao-"'" UNITID STATIS lLIIT 

S E~ 
~-or- Clneoc·-•C... 1 u n •AIIIGIT. w· JI~D.O. 

~ il il 
..,... 9 a.m., 

~ 
June 8, 1942 • 

KIPi7AY ACTIO!! (Cont'd. ) 

Later reports based on photographs taken indicates 
that battleship reported es lett gutted was a cruiser or 
the MOGAMI Clasa, However, it is d1tt1eult for a Navy man 
to mistake a UOGAUI Crui ser tor a battleship and it is not 
considered that this has been cleared up , 

At 1 p.m. on the 7th. the CUTTLEFISH was bombed by a 
bomber reported as enemy 420 miles west of MIDWAY. This 
~Y have been one of our own bombers. 

Following the action 400 miles northwest of lo!ID',7AY 
Task Foree 16 proceeded east to tuel troc the Cn!llAROll and 
is to proceed to 480 miles northeast or KID'JAY and 1130 
miles northwest ot OAHU to rendezvous with SARATOGA at 7 
e . 11. 1 10 June, 'and receive from SARATOGA aircraft, bombs , 
and personnel, From this rendezvous point Task Foree 16•-

2 Carriers, 
5 Heavy Cruisers , 
1 Light Cruiser, 
8 Dest royers, and 
1 Tanker, 

wi.ll proceed northward for operations against Japanese 
ALEUTIAN Foree, Joining up with Task Foree 8 , Adciral 
Theobald, now operating in that area, 
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3100 p,m,, Sunday, JUne?, 1942. 

/ 
\ Commander Taak Force 16 reported that attacks made on 

force about 40Q miles northiVest of IJID'o'IAY were1-

One attack on 2 heavy cruisers ; \~ 
Three attacks on a battleship, a heavy 

and destroyers (5?) , 
cruiser, 

Battleship left gutted and abandoned; 
One destroyer sunk, others damaged ; 
One heavy cruiser three bomb hits· 
Two other heavy cruisers (ono bel leved to be Flag­

ship of the Commander in Chief, Second Fleet ) 
receivod 1000-pound bomb hits . 

Search 420 miles northwest of IJlDWAY revealed only two 
small ships, apparently destroyers , which were attacked. 

200 mile search in wostern semi- circle f rom Task Foree 
16 failed to locate any carr iers. Four th Japanese carrier 
believed sunk. 

Aircraft on HORNET and ~TERPRISEI-

2? Fighters each; 
32 Bomber s each; and 
3 Torpedo Planes on ENTERPRISE, none on HORNET . 
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• • 
oc-.ru UNITID STATIS lLIIT 

SE
I'M:X:'T ..,_._.,._....,...._.~ 

~lo" ~ un .. ...,. .. IOU4D.C. 

~l-~ !< l MIDI!AY ACTION (Cont'd . l 
(), .. 

8130 a , m, Sunday, June 7, 1942, 

At 6•15 a.m. of the 6th. Task For ce 16 (HORIIE'l', ENTER­
PRISE Group) had reached a position 365 miles, bearing about 
2970 from l4IDVIAY repor6ed one battleship and five destroyers 
142 miles, bearing 234 , from Task Force 16 , on course 2700 , 
speed 10, and at the aame t~ two crui sers and two destroyers 
142 miles , bearing 21~, on course 2152, speed 15. These two 
forces were 50 miles apart . Second group was apparentl y head­
ing to rejoin transports . 

Task Force 16 made attack on the battleship. 

12 B-17 were sent from KID~AY about 10:30 a . m. to attack 
cruiser group , 

At 12 o'cl ock patrol p lane reported a ircraft attacking 
f our unidentified ships 525 miles on bearing 2770 from liiD'IIAY . 
These ships were on course 2000, speed 30. These ships may 
have been destroyers that had been accompanying battleship ro­
ported above , Twenty- five planes making this attack. 

At 1•30 in the afternoon our patrol plane reported our 
cruisers and destroyerg engaging enemy battleship and cruisers 
515 miles, bearing 277 , f r om liiiY.VAY , (This po$1 tion may have 
been somewha t out) . 

SARATOOA group departed PEARL last nieht (6-7 June) for 
WID',VAY to deliver plane r einforcements to Task Force 16 . 

YORKT~VN was repor t ed as being hit by two torpedoes from 
submarine. List reduced to 1?0 and efforts t o bring ship in 
continuing , 

~!_Eew destroyer, was reported as having been 
sunk ( rl th YORJcrCTIIN) . 
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• 
~,.. UNITID STATIS JL:IIT 

S s::-.~ E ~:~..::!':"'·.=:::~ 
~· 

.,l"'"~ .1! EO I )!IV:1AY ACIIO!I (Cont'd.) 

At 7 •20 in the afternoon June 5th. U. S. patrol 
planes reported being attacked by onemy fighters 425 
miles northwest of »ID'RAY. - One Japonoso carrier evi­
dently still operating. 

At 9 p.o, local tice U.S. patrol planes sighted eight 
to ten ships 420 miles northwest of WID'JAY and heard much 
gunfire . - This could have been an attack by our des­
troyers or attack by aircraft . 

I.IID'I/AY planes in commission (apparently as of 4 a .m., 
5 June) •-

12 VSB 
2VF 
8 Bl7 
8 VP 

Japanese submarine reported 24 North , 164 West, at 
10 p.m., 4 June, - 550 miles northwest of OAHU. 
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o-o.. ru UNITID STATIS rLIIT 

t:' ·-01-,_,_ . c.. S ._, JunDD~w· zuoa;, ._c. 

§ June 6, 1942, 

.. ~~ llio;7AY ACT! ON ( Cont 1 d , ) 

At 1130 in the morning June 5th., MID':IAY reported 
being bombarded lightly, beiieved by submarine . Eight 
rounds fired , 

About 8100 a.m. loi:ID"o'IAY reported that battleships 
which were reported as streaming oil were being attacked 
with 13 dive bombers and all available fortresses. 

This attack resulted in one direct hit, plus bomb 
explosions under stern causing ship to turn in circles. 
Later these forces were identified as three cruisers 
(LIOOAI!I or TOllE Class) , two streaming oil. They were 
trailing a group of six transports, which were escorted 
by one light cruiser on each pow. 

Cincpac reports the t there had been sighted, bear­
ing 335, distant 250 f rom IJID',7AY, one carrier (presUJ:l4bly 
Japanese) on course 245 at 8: 20a. m. l ocal time , 

Later i t appeared that the forces to the northwest­
ward were two battleships of the ISE or FUSO class, two 
carriers, one burning and one smokine, three heavy cruisers, 
and five to ten destroyers . This force was on a north­
westerly course, generally Great Circle Course, toward 
YOKOSUKA and away from lliD;YAY . Apparently one carrier 
(BIRXU Class) end one (AKAS Class) had been sunk, One 
of these by own cruisers after attempt by a Japanese cruiser 
to rescue personnel. Speed of this force retiring approx­
imately 13 knots , - Eye witness reported three carriers 
burning fiercely and heavy explosions during the night . 

HORNET's Torpedo Squadron Eight in making attack on 
this formation in forenoon, June 4th., were all shot down 
by Zero fighters only one getting in. The one survivor 
shot dawn but h1Aing under cushion observed the large she 
carriers burning fiercely, also a battleship. During the 
ni ght he heard many Japanese planes circling overhead. 
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•.4 E""'TID STATIS JLIIT 
1-( .._,.,...,..or n:a cow•re ar c.r 

~ ~ l u" DDAINIIff. w· QIJOitD.C:. 

'V 

f!i' MID'IIAY; ACTIO!! (Cont 1d ,) 

At 1:30 in the morning! Juno 5th. , UID•AY reported 
being bombarded lightly, be ievod by subu:arine. E1C}\t 
rounds fired . 

About 8:00 a . m. L!IDWAY reported that battleships 
which were reported as s treamins oil were being attacked 
with 13 divob~mbers and all available fortresses. 
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• 
UNITID STATI S FLIIT 

S E G';t'E T .. ::.-:.-..::::.-":::~ 
~z; .. r~ ~ I 

u. s . planes suffered heavy losses during attacks on 
Japanese carri ers . Task Force 16 1 HORNET, ENTERPRISE, 5 
cruisers , and 10 destroyers have not reported any damage 
other than the loss of planes, as ye t . 

The SARATOGA arrives PEARL HARBOR at 3 p. m. flashington 
time today, to be refueled imnlediately for offensive oper­
ations. 

Sumryary of Reporte4 Pamase to Japanese Ships:-

3 Battleships damaged. 
4 Carriers badly damaged . 
1 Cruiser afire. 
2 Transports hit. 
Many planes sHot down. 

Summary of u.S. Damage:-

YORKTO\'nl, many carrior and LIID',7AY planes, Md 
JJID'.'IAY powerhouse . 

L!IDWAY aircraft and Task Jo' orce 16 are continuing ac­
tive operations. 

Apparentl y there is still one Japanese carrier in this 
area not located, If Japanese at tack and occupation forces 
continue toward WIU~AY they could arrive about 12 or 1 o'clock 
Washington time today, - 4 or 5 a .m. WID~7AY title , 

AJ>DITIOliAL I!IFOR!MTI O!I RECEIVED LATER. 

At 6 a.m. JaD'IIAY time, June 5, two llOOAIU type cruisers, 
one damaged were reported by U.S. submarine as bearing 2?2, 
distant 115 miles from WIUNAY, course west, speed 1?. - Assume 
these cruisers proceeding to a prescribed rendezvous. Perhaps 
they were originally part or the striking force which was at­
tacked northwest of Lf!U,VAY. 

Ampli fying report adds two battleships 264° 1 125 miles 
from MIDWAY , course 268, spoed 1 51 and two destroyers 100 
miles west of I.IIDWAY. 

The Commander in Chief, u.s . Pacific Fl eet, states that 
there are s t rong indications that ONUlGE will attempt a landing 
on WID;7AY in spite of losses, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADOO~ or na Ootw·me cw emr s ~~A E T .. " ... _,,,.. OIOU.C1 

r-i'..t~H !<I 
~~ l Battleship hi t with bombs. 

l Battleship hit with torpedoes or bombs. 
l Carrier hit by diva bombers and left on 

fire . 

About noon YORKT~ r eported at tacking two Japanese 
carriers, with a resulting heavy damage to these t wo car­
riers. About 12•35 p .m. YORKT<Y.'/N reported having been at­
tacked, this by carrier planes , l ocation of carrier not 
known. Two to three bomb hits r eceived by YORKTmfN , 
YORKTO'.'/N ' a positi on 150 miles north of MIDWAY, Apparently 
YORKT~VN with attending two cruisers and destroyers had 
closed ORANGE force for this attack. At 2 : 40 p.m. YORK­
Ta.Yll was again heavily attacked by eir, receiving one bomb 
hit and two torpedo hits , Following this a ttack personnel 
moved to cruiser ASTORIA. 

Apparently there were two other Japanese carriers in 
t his same general area , since the report from the ComMander 
Task Force 16, incl uding ENTERPRISE , HORNET, 5 cruisers , 
and 10 destroyers , reported making attack on enemy force of 

4 Carriers 
2 Battleships 
4 Heavy Cruiser s 
6 Destroyers. 

Reported all four carriers believed ba1ly damaged , one or 
two other heavy ships hit , 

Later, about 8 : 50 p .m. l!ID:1AY tillle , fortresses en route 
JdiD~IAY frolll PEARL HARBOR repor ted making two hits on smoking 
carrier ?0 miles northwest of WID'.'IAY , repor t ed two othor ships 
burning in area , and two additional on fire about 125 miles 
from l!ID'.VAY, 

NAUTILUSL~ubmarine, reported hitting a damaged carrier 
(10,000 ton SOKXU class) with 3 torpedoes about 146 miles 
northwest of UID'3AY. 

- 2 -
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. . . . ' 
UNITED STATES fLEET 

June 5' 1 1942. 

Summary of Situati on in the Pacific as of 
12 noon, Washington War Time, 5 Juno . 

!!ID'IIAY 

About 10 a . m. !!I~AY time 3 June two groups of a 
Japanese Force were discovered by patrol planes 470 to 
700 miles ,ea~t or LIIDWAY. Repor ted compos! tion:-

3 Battleships (probably should have been two) , 
l Carrier (doubtful). 
2 or 3 Heavy Cruisers. 
5 Kiscellaneous . 
A nlll:lbar of transports , car&o carriers and 

tankers . 

This om;GE IJain Body and occupation force was later attack­
ed by 9 Arqy bombers, and 4 PBY•s, night torpedo attack. 
Damage reported later:-

1 Battleship hit by bombs. 
l Transport hit by bombs . 
1 Transport hit with torpedo. 

This force continued toward !!I~AY . 

At 6 a.m. UID'>IAY time , 4 June, a lars:;e numb"r of planes 
wero discovered 150 miles away approaching L!ID'.'/AY from the 
northwest . An attack took place probably 50 minutes later . 
Powerhouse destroyed1 slight damage to runway, not preventing 
its continued use. Reported 8 enemy planes shot down. 

WIDWAY planes somewhat later attackod Japanese forma-
tion composed or 

2 Battleships, 
Several cruisers, 
2 Carrier:;, and 
2 Destroyers 

in a position northwest of MIDWAY . Probable damage :-

- 1 -
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O))o!U~CH FU.I UNITED STATES FLEET 

' 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont ' d , ) 

On t he early morning of ~rch 30th. KAHILI, 
BUIN AREA , and VILA , KOLOt.!BAIIGARA ISLAND, were harassed 
by two Fl ying Fortresses . 
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ec-..l'lu UNITED STATES FLEET 
RLt.Dou~ 011 'ID OOioWIIID Ill c-

s~~ET" ... --. ... .._u 

')1.,....,~! .I 9 a .m. 14arch 30, 1943. 

~"'~ SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont• d.) 

At 6:20 a.m. 14aroh 29th, tive L1ghtn1nge and 
one Corsa~r attacked an enemy eeaplane base at 
FAlSI, BUIN Area. Five to seven enemy planes were 
set on tire . This same group of planes, returning 
to their ba.se, carried out a low strating attack 
on an enemy deetroyer nine miles eoutheast ot ALU 
ISLAND (southwest of SHORTLAND ISLAND) . The 
destroyer wee lett burning. No U.S. pl anes were 
loet. 
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CONJNClt PlLI 

J. 

UNITED S TATES FLEET 
JiEADOUAaTUS Or n ut C0WltANDtR IN CHilli' 

KAVV DIPAJtTWiloiT. WASHING"T0:-1 , 0. C. 

s~;~•J:'T 9 a . m. Uarch 2'1 , 194) . 
~~~,,. 

,,;o<> '-
0 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACT.! ON (Cont' d , ) 

'l'vtenty mile s northwest of FffiiAFUTI , two of our 
fight ers encountered four enemy bombers at 10•54 a .m. , 
March 28th., apparently en r oute to bomb FUNAFUTI . In 
t he ensuing engagement one bomber was shot do•m and anot h­
er damaged . The remainde r t urned about and retired to 
the northward wi thout dropping any bombs , We suffered no 
losses . 

Thirteen Avengers dr opped thir t een mines in the 
BUI N AREA on the early morning of !jarch 29th . Eleven were 
dr opped be tween BUIN and MOI LA POINT and two be tween SAND 
I SLAND and EAST POI NT. In support of this opera t i on, seven 
For t resses bombed BUIN and KAHIL! scoring hits on a runway 
and revetment area. No losses 1•:ere sustained by our forces . 
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eo-:.ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
llw>oo..,.. or- ceoou...a,. c­s ET unou......,..,w........_o.c. 

~~ I 9 a.m. lolarch 28, 194J• 

# SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

Two en8111J planes bombed CANTON ISLAND on the night 
ot Meroh 25th-26th. One grounded Catalina (PBY) was 
destroyed. 

From additional information received, it is learned 
that NAURU ISLAND was bombed twice by our air torcee on 
the night or March 25th-26th. In the first attack, six 
Catalinaa started tires. Later, at about 5:06a.m., five 
Liberatore attacked scoring hits on the wharf, runwey, 
grounded planes, ottioers• quarters · and barracks where 
tirea were started, 

On the early morning or March 27th, approximately 
seven enemy planes made five raids on GUADALCANAL. In 
two ot theee raide bombs were dropped killing one man, 
injuring thirteen and causing alight material damage. 

Nina Avengers escorted by twelve Wildcats bombed 
MONDA, NEW GEORGIA at 1:12 p .m. March 27th, blew up a 
supply dump and started a fire. 

On the same dey nine Avengers escorted by six 
llraoobras and four Wildcats attacked VILA, KOLO!Il!AIDARA 
ISLAND. Six fires were started. In both operations only 
one plane was damaged, 

At J:JO p.m. loleroh 27th, dx Dauntless dive bombers 
supported by seven Wil dcats bombed and strafed en~ 
installations at UGALI, northeast coast or RENDOVA ISLAND, 
NEW GEORGIA Group. All planes returned after destroying 
one building and setting another on fire. 

- Jl2 -
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• 
COWlNCH FILl UNITED STATES FLEET 

ltJADOUAITIU OP T1CJ COWM.AirfD&I IH OUIP 
HAVY DIJ"AitTWIUfT, WA.IHJI'IOTOJrf, 0, (:. 

4 p.m. Llareh 27 1 1943 . 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACT lOll (Cont 1d . ) 

At 1 p .m. ~arch 25th. eight Wildcat s strafed an enemy 
barge i n ROVlANA LAGOON ( !.'UJ';J>A) 1 !lEW GEORGIA . 

- 312 -
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• 
U N ITED STATES FLEET 

B&uoo.un. Of,. ...,..... • .,.. • c:-

s~',J!Ifi::f.--.w· .... ~~ 
S E T 9 a.m. March 27, 1943, - "' - -

0~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,} 

From 5:56a.m. to 6:10a.m. Alaroh 26th, t'ive 
Liberators bombed NAURU ISLAND (Lat. 00-25 South, 
Long, 166-57 East), Hits were scored on the wharf, 
runway , ot't'ioers• quartere and barracks a rea where 
four fires were started. Several grounded enemy 
planes were also believed destroyed or damaged. 

Radar indications of two enemy planes in the 
vicinity or CANTON ISLAND on t he night or Ma roh 25th 
and 26th have been reported. No further details are 
a-.'a1lab1e. 

The submarine KINGFISH returning from patrol o:f 
the Luzon and Formosa Area reports sinking one large 
l~eded transport, a trawler and probably a cargo 
vessel . 

The KINGFISH suffered considerable damage by 
enemy depth oharge attaoks. 
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• 
"'-""' UNITED STATES FLEET 

BIA.DOu.um. c. ma Coo«• wrw • c-

SE.e~~ e T .. "--··· .. ~u 
~~H. ! 1. 9 a .m. March 25 , 1943. 

Q~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont 'd .) 

KAHILI , BUIN Area was attacked at 8:)5 p .m. 
Karch 24th by three Flying Fortresses and eighteen 
Avengers. A fire in the oamp vi cinity was st arted. 
One small enemy ship in the area was bombed with 
unobserved results . No U.S. l osses were sustained. 

- ) 1 0 -
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oc-:.ru UNIT ED STATES FLEET 

I:" ~A -=:=-====~ 
S~!1ET 9 a.m. 14aroh 

~~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d.) 

24, 1943. 

On March 23rd, a force ot Lightnings (ArMY P-JS'e) 
sprayed with bullets the airbase at REKATA BAY, SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND. All U.S. planes returned. 

During the night of March 23rd-24th, two enemy 
planes attacked the bomber strip on HENDERSON AIRFIELD, 
GOADALOANAL. A bomb fell on the runway. Three Liberators 
(ArMY B-24' s) and one Flying Fortress (ArMY B-17) went up 
into tlames. Other aircraft were damaged but our troops 
were unscathed. 

- J09 -
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• 
COWINCH fU.I UNITED STATES FLEET 

4 p .m. !.!arch 23 1 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACT!OII (Con t 1 <L.l 

From an incomplete repor t dated !.!a r ch 22nd ,, 1 t 1vould 
appear t hat FANNING ISLA11D , PACIFIC OCEAN , was· shelled by 
an enemy submarine. 
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• I! 

oo-ca,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 
IJIADooAam. or 1D eotoc•wra • ClOD 

SE9t'(E 1 "--··-·" 
v_')i! I I 9 a.m • .14aroh 22, 194.3· 

s ._, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont1 d.) ..... 
From a fUrther report, it is now known that no 

oasualtiee reeulted rrom the enemy bombing of CANTON 
ISLAND on Yaroh 19th, mentioned in 1esterday's summ&rJ. 
A building i s report ed damaged b.y a near miss . 

Fortr Avenger torpedo planee suooeaaru111 
oonoluded the eeoond and final phase or a mine laying 
proJeot orr KARILI, BUIN Area on the niaht or March 
2let. With the exception or one Avenger, all planes 
returned. In eupport or this operation, twelve 
Liberatore and nine. Fortresses attacked enemr 
installations on KAHIL!. 

A formation of six Dauntless dive bombers supported 
b1 fifteen Wildoats etta eked llCNDA, NEW GEORGIA at 4:40 
p.m. Karoh 2let. At t he same time, a second formation 
or five Dauntless dive bombers attacked VJ:LA, KOLOl!BANGARA 
ISLAND. Heavy anti-airora.ft tire was encountered and 
one dive bomber was hit. No losses were sustained b.y 
our foroea. 
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J...~~ t;~~H ET 10 a.m. March 21 1 1943 . 
· ~ ..,.~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont'd, l 

""'"' On March 19th. at 4 p.m. nine Dauntless dive bombers 
and sixteen Wildcats struck VILA, KOLOliBANGARA ISLAND. All 
planes returned after encountering considerable anti-aircraft 
fire, which damaged two planes . 

At 7• 30 a .m. March 19th . a Dauntless dive bomber at­
t acked what is believed to be an eneozy submarine near the 
RUSSELL ISLANDS, with undetermined results. 

On the morning of March 20th. a single Japanese plane 
unsuccessfully attacked one of our convoys east northeast of 
SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAA'D en route t o GUADALC/ulAL. 

At 4• 50 p.m. March 20th. six Dauntless dive bombers, 
supported by sixteen Wildcats , bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA 
ISLAND, 

On the same day at 5 p .m. six Dauntless dive bombers 
and sixteen Wildcats attacked U!lJJIDA , NEVI GEORGI A. One fire 
was started. No l osses were sustained . 

On the evening of March 20th. forty-two Avenger tor­
pedo planes completed mining operations in the vi cinity of 
KAHILI, !lOIN AREA. In support of this mission nine Fortresses 
and nine Li ber ators attacked enemy installations . With the 
exception of one Fortress , which made a forced landing on the 
water 20 mil es north of RUSSELL ISLANDS, a ll our planes re­
turned. 

Al though full details are not available , i t is report­
ed that an unknmm nwnber of four-engine Type 97 enemy flying 
boats bombed CANTON ISLAND at 12:05 a.m. March 19th. 

The Submarine HALIBUT , returning from patrol in the vi­
cini ty of PALAU- TRUK AREA, reports sinking one and possible two 
enemy cargo vessels in addition t o a combination cargo-passenger 
ship. Total tonnage r eported sunk is 30,000 t ons . 
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~~~~· SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont •dLl 

On t he afternoon of March 18th, eleven dive bombers , 
escorted by fighters, attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAllD. 
Although heavy anti-aircraft fire was encountered, all our 
planes returned. 

On the night of March 18t h . TULAGI ISLAND bad an air 
raid a l arm. flo report of damage has been rece i ved. 

On March 20th . sixteen Wildcats (F4F- 4 1 s) strafed 
enemy positions on MUI'DA, NEIV GEORGIA. .All our planes re­
turned. 

On March 18th. an enemy plane bombed , without success, 
one of our tankers escorted by a destroyer en route to 
ESPIRITU SANTO from GUADALCANAL, . 
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..,,<> SOU'm PACI:rlC ACTION (Oont' d.) 

19' 1943· 

On Marob 18th, t wo FlTins Fortresses baraaaed 
lt.lHILI, B0IN Area; BATJ AL! ISLAND, SIIORTLAHD Area 
and VILA, KOLOII:BAlO.AR.l ISLAND, Reeul ts were 
unobserTed. Both or our planes returned. 

At 4:45 p.m. Maroh .l8th, eleven Dauntless dive 
bombers eaoortad U,v sixteen Wildoat a bombed VILA, 
KOLOMllANG.AR.l ISLAND start ins a rtre . All our plane a 
returned. 
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194) . 

SOUTH PACI}~C ACTION (Cont'd,) 

Aa a result ot the reoent surtaoe bo~bardments 
or VILA, KOLOMBANGARA I SLAND by our l ight aurtaoe 
uni ts, it seams probable that the Japanese loat well 
over tive hundred troops. 

On the night or Maroh 16th- 17th, three L,iberatora 
harassed enemy positions on YUNDA, NEW GEORGIA; VILA, 
KOLOIIliAIDARA I SLAND ; KAHILI , BUIN Area end BALLALE , 
SHORTLAND Area. Resul ta were unobserved. 
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SOUTH rAC!FIC ACTION (Cont 1d . ) 

Although accounts of the surface bombardment of VILA, 
KOLOUBANGARA ISLAND, reported in yesterday afternoon's Sum­
mary, are incomplete, indications are that damage was con­
siderabl e. A search plane has reported that the VILA run­
way h 1n "terrible shape" . 

Two Flying Fortresses har assed enemy positions on the 
early morning of !larch 16th . at KAHIL!, BUIN AREA; BUKA 1 

BOGAI!IVILLE ISLAIID; and WNDA, !lEW GBORGIA. 

At 6135 a . m. March 16th. twenty Dauntless Dive Bombers, 
escorted by twenty Wildcat Fighters L ~ombed VILA 1 KOLOI.!BANGARA 
ISLAND. Results were unobserved. ~ our planes returned . 

On March 16th. Lightnings (P-38's) strafed the vicinity 
of VIRU HARBOR, east coast of NEVI GEORGIA. 
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SQUTR PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont'd . ) 

The surface bombardment by tour destroyers ot 
enemy positions on VILA, KOLOUB~IOARA ISLAND, scheduled 
for 2 a.m. Karch 16th. has bean carried out in accordance 
with pl an. No enemy shore, air1 or surface opposition was 
encountered. Our task group surfered no casualties. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lb.uiQuAftiM ~ 1'111 c:o.own:. Dl Cllllr 
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~T.1t1E 10 a.ra. Karoh 16, 

• .,~ S9l!TB PACWO AC'l'ION ( Oont' d.) 

194) • 

On Yarob 15th at 5:10p. m. , twelTe Dauntless 
d1Te bo.bere eeoorted b7 twenty-t1Te Wildoats bombed 
WNDA, KIW G!ORliA. 

At 5:35p.m. on the same day, twe1Te Dauntless 
diTe bombere esoorted bw tour W1ldoats bombed VILA, 
ICOLOimANGARA ISLAND , NEW GEORGIA Group. All our 
p1anee returned. 
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SE~~~ET-:::....:.:..:.=:.:~-
-.l~~.!!.!! 10 a.m. Mareh 15, 194). 

o.'"~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont' d.) 

On March l)th, tour Lightnings strafed and destroyed 
a small enemy craft at Rendova Island (New Georgia Group). 

On lo!aroh 14th, although hampered by weather, three 
Liberatore bombed Munde, New Georgia; Shortland Area 
and Vila, Kolombangara Island. All our planes returned. 
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14, 1943 . 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd . ) 

On the ni&ht of l.larch 12th.- 13th. two Liberators 
harassed enomy positions on NUNDA , ~' GEOROIAj VILA! 
KOLOIIBA.NGARA ISLAND ; KAHIL I, .BUIN AREA; and BA.t.LALE BLAND, 
where a large fire was started. All our planes returned , 

At 10120 a.m. Warch 13th. eighteen Dauntl ess divo boob­
era, escorted by twenty- three Wildcat F1ghters1 attacked the 
supply dump and bivouac area on VILA, KOLClJBAJ,GARA ISLA11D. 
Heavy explosions and smoke were observed . No U.S. airer&ft 
were los t . 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine ALBACORE, returning from patrol, reports 
as f ollows:-

February 20 - Sank an enemy minelayer (SI RATAKA Type , 
1345 t ons ) in the vi cinity of &~rros 
ISLAND (ADMIRALTY ISLANDS) and damaged 
a destroyer of the ASASHIO Class, 1500 
tons. 

The Submarine SAi'IFISll on patrol south of HONSHU repor ts 
sinking three eneQy ships, one of which was a 5,ooo-ton pas­
senger vessel . 
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..... ~ 

v• 4•30 p.m. March 13, 1943 • 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!/ (Cont 1 d . ) 

No action reports received. 

PACIFIC 

Tho Submarine THRESHER, returning from patrol of SU!iDA 
STRAIT and the UAKASSAR AREA, reports as follows:-

February 21 - Attacked a convoy in the vicinity of 
KANGEAN ISLAND (north of BALI, NETHER­
LANDS EAST INDIES) and sank a ? ,000-
ton enemy cargo vessel and probablY 
sank a 12,000-ton transport . 

March 2 - Sank a ? 000-ton loaded tanker off 
LARI LAAIAN (off east coast of BORNEO) . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H IADOUAATIU Or THI CC».. NAN"DI. Uf CHlU 

r.'AVY DII'AitTWJ:N'T, W.UIII.XOTO.N, D. C. 

9 a.m. March 13, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOjl (Cont'd . l 

On March 11th. between 7 147 p. m. and 9•35 p .m. two 
eneoy planes dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL near the 
METAPONA RI VER (east of KOLI POINT) without damage or cas­
ualties . 

On the early morning of Uar ch 12th. three Liberators 
harassed enemy positions on BALLALE ISLAND1 SHORTLAND AREA; 
VILA , KOLCLlBANGARA ISLAND, and IJUNDA, !lEW GEORGIA . 

At 8108 p. m. !.larch 12th. tllenty-one Avenger torpedo 
planes attacked UliiiDA, liE:/ G£~RGIA , Two fires were started . 
One plane failed to re turn • 
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SQQTH PACIFIC ACIION (Cont 1 d . l 

On the early morning or ~rch 11th. three PB4Y 1 s 
(Navy Consolidated bombers) bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREAi 
BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA; VILA, KOLOMBANGARA Io· 
LAND; with unobserved results . All planes returned , 

The Submarine PERUIT reports sinking two enemy 
freighters and damaging one, in addition to destroying 
an enelll)' sampan • 
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q .~~ 9 a.m. March 11 1 1943 . 
" Q~~ 

SQUTH .PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . ) 

On the earl y morning of March lOth. two .PB4Y 1 s 
(Navy Consol idated Bombers) harassed MONDA, N~1 GEORGIA; 
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; and KAHILI 1 BUitl AREA. One of 
these planes reported three Naval vessels firing from 2:15 
a.m. to 3:09 a . m. The locality of these gun flashes is in­
definite, 

At 7 :45 a . m. on the same morning eighteen Daunt~ess 
Dive Bombers and eleven Avenger Torpedo .Planes escorted by 
thirty- one Wil dcat Fighters, attacked VILA, KOLOUBANGARA IS­
LAND. Several large fires we re started . All our planes re­
turned . 

At 1:10 p.m. March l Oth. about ten enemy dive bombers , 
escorted by twelve Navy Zeros, wer e i ntercep ted by our planes 
in the vicinity of the RUSSELL ISLANDS. One enemy bomber and 
three Zeros were destroyed, The enemy attack apparentl y in­
tended for our positions on the RUSSELL ISLAIIDS1 was frustrated , 

GUADALCANAL Radio reported gunfire on the horizon north 
of PAVUVU ISLAND, RUSSELL ISLANDS, at 8 :45 p.m. March l Oth. 
Further details have not as yet been received. 

PAC !PIC 

The SUbmarine SWORDFISH reports two , possibly three , 
hits on an ASAMA MARU type ship (16 1975-ton passenger vessel) 
105 miles northwest of the north end of FORJ.!OSA. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

On the night of March ?th . a lone Japanese pl ane dropped 
four bombs harmlessly in the water off LUNGA POINT , GUADAL­
CANAL. 

Earl y on the morning of March 9th. , t hree Liberators 
(B-24's) bombed KAHIL!, BUIN AREA· BALLALE, SHORTLA11D AREA; 
MONDA, NEIV GEORGIA; and VILA , KOLblo!BANGARA ISLAND. Results 
were not observed . All our pl anes returned . 

Leter in the morning of March 9th. eleven Avengers 
(Grumman Torpedo Planes) and eighteen Dauntless (Douglas 
Dive Bombers), escorted by thir ty- one ¥/ildcats (Grumman 
Fight ers), bombed UUNDA Airfield , NEW GEORGIA. The Aven~;er s 
took as their target t he supply and bi vouac areas and started 
three large fires . The Dauntless Dive Bombers bl asted anti­
aircraft positions dropping 18 - 1000-lb . bombs and scored 
hits on them. All our planes r e t urned • 
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SQUTH rAC!FIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

During the night of ~rch 7th.-8tb, our planes from 
GUADALCAllAL harassed ene~y airrtelda at Will 1 sun. AREA; 
BALLALE 1 SHORTLAliD AREA; !JUIIDA in the !lEW GEORGIA Group; 
VILA on KOLm.:BANGARA ISLAND; and REKATA, SAIITA ISABEL lSLAIID. 

Heavy and fragmentati on bombs were dropped with un­
observed results. All our planes returned . 

SOUThWEST PACIFIC 

The Submarine TRITON , operating in the SOUTffi'IEST PACD'IC1 

constituted itself a one- ship "wolf pack" and sank four or 
five cargo ships and daoaged a fifth ship 1n an enemy naval 
escorted convoy.of five ships , 
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~ t- 9 a . m. March 8 , 1943. 
~\i 

"'" SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.l 

On March 7th. nine PB4Y's (Navy Consolidated Bombers) 
bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND; BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA; 
KAHILI , BUIN AREA; and an enemy cargo vessel at KI ETA, 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLM{D, Results were unobserved . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~ '\ \ HIADQUA.TUS OP THI COWWA~tlll IH OIIIP 

~&!~~b ":: T VY Dll'AitTMI.T, WAIHINCI'ro •• o. c. 

n f.'t. I ' 10 a.m. March 7' 1943 
~~ 0 SOYTH PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont ' d . ) 

A search plane bombed ene~ installati ons at VIRU 
HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA, on Karch 5th. 

Bnei!IY planes raided TULAGI ISLAJID on the night ot 
March 5th . -6th., killing two and wounding eleven men. 

Five Liberators bombed KARILI, BUIN AREA, and three 
Liberators bombed BALLALE ISLAND in the oarly. morn1ng ot 
Karch 6th, Fires were started 

On March 6th. at 7 a .m. 69 planes of the SARATOGA 
Group bombed and strafed £0NDA 1 NEW GEORGIA . The runway 
at ~IDA is reported as unserviceable as a result of the 
surface bombardment. 

Twelve enei!IY dive bombers, escorted by twenty-five 
Zeros, attacked our positionson RUSSELL ISLAJIDS on the af­
ternoon of March 6th. Four Aircobras intercepted and shot 
down four of the enemy dive bombers and probably one other . 
OUr material damage and casualt ies were extremely l ight . 
All our pl anes roturnod. 

A Dauntless dive bomber on anti-submarine pa trol was 
attacked by five Zeros. Although damaged, the plane returned 
to its base . 

Two of our ships en route from GUADALCANAL to !IOUKEA 
were unsuccessfully attacked by high-level eneoy bombers. 
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SQUTH PAC!FIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

The following additional i nformati on has been received 
on the sinking of the two ene=Y cruisers and the surface bom­
bardment of VILA, XOL(!.!BAIIGARA ISLAIID, and llUIIDA 1 liFo'/ GEORGIA 1 reported in yesterday afternoon's Summary•-

Although ident ification of the enemy ships was 
difficul t due t o the r ange (8,000 yards) and dark­
ness, they are beliaved to have been two l i ght cruis­
ers or two destroyers. The enemy was engaged 1n KULA 
GULF, li&H GEORGIA, at 1 102 a.~ . Usrch 6th. at a mean 
range of 8 , 500 yards. The first ship blew up within 
two llinutes, burned and sank 1n approximately twenty­
five minutes. The second sank in about f i ve minutes . 
Fire from the enemy ships was weak apparently due to 
surpr ise . 

The bombardment of shor e i .nstall ations was coo­
plated according to plan. One large and many small 
f i res r esulted. The enemy's fire f r om shore instal ­
lat i ons was l i ght and sporadic . There were no casual­
ties to our ships or personnel . 

On the early morning or Karch 5th. a Hudson bomber on 
a search mission bombed BUIN 1 SHORT LAND AREA . 

At 7 •15 a.m. Karch 5th. ten Avenger tor pedo planes, 
escorted by fifteen Wildcats, bombed 1111NDA1 NE\f GEORGIA. 
Several smell fires were started. All our planes returned • 

On the same morning nine PB4X 1 s (Navy Consol idated 
bombers) failed to locate enemy shipping in the BUIN AREA 
and, as an alternative1 two pl anes or this group bombed B6IN 
wi t h undetermined rosUlts . Two of our pl anes failed t o return . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . ) 

5, 1943 . 

A br ief report ind i cates that TASK FORCE 68 
consisting of the Light Cruisers MONTPELIER, CLEVSLAND, 
and DENVER, and seven destroyers, commanded by Rear Ad­
miral Merrillf successfully completed the surface bom­
bardment of V LA, KOLOMBAI:GARA ISLAND and J.!UNDA , NFJ/1 
GEORGIA, dur i ng the night of 5-6 March and a l so sank two 
enemy light cruisers. 

- 288 -

Regraded Unclassified



\.) 

COlroU"'"Ql FU .. I U NITED STAT ES FLE ET 

9 a .m. March 5, 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . l 

At 7 a40 a . m. March )rd. t wo of our fighter pl anes 
strafed an enemy cu t t er i n the SOLOMONS AREA. The enemy 
vessel was left burning . 

On the night of March )rd . two enemy planes dropped 
bombs on OUADALCANAL. There were no casualt ies or damage . 

On the earl y morning of March 4th, four Liberat ors 
bombed KAHIL I and two bombed BALLA I.E 1 SHORTLAfiD AREA. Re­
sul ts were unobserved. All planes returned . 

At 7• 30 a .m. March 4th , twelve Dauntl ess di ve bombers 
(SBD ' s) , escorted by fifteen Wildcats (P4F-4 ' s), at t acked 
MONDA, NBY GEORGIA. Four fires were started . OUr f i ghters 
on their re t urn t o the base strafed VIRU HARBOR, mmv GEORGIA, 
All planes returned , 
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HIADCRIAIITIUts 01 Til! COMMA,.,'DIIt I~ OUtP 

NAvY OIPAJtTMENT, WASHJNOTON, D, C. 

9 a .m. March 4, 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .l 

During the early morning of March 3rd , t en PB4Y ' s 
(Navy Consolidated Bombers) on an attacl< miss i on against 
enemy shipping in the BUIN , SHORTLAND AREA, were unabl e 
to locate their target. As an alternativ~? four planes 
bombed KAHIL! BUI N AREA; t wo attacked VILA KOL0~~1GARA 
ISLAND, lfEW o!ORGIA Group ; end one bombed BALLALE, SHORT­
LAND AREA, with unobserved results, All planos returned. 

At 7:10 a , m, March 3rd . a Flying Fortress attacked an 
enemy submarine 100 mi les northwest of NANDI, FIJI ISLA1IDS , 
with unobserved results . 

On t he same morni ng a t 10:30 a , m, ten Dauntl ess dive 
bombers (SBD's), escorted by sixteen 171ldcats (F4F- 4 ' s), 
bombed WNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A f ire was started , All our 
planes returned , 

A l ater repor t indicates that the unidentified vessel 
reported in yesterday' s Summery as probably sunk by enemy 
submarine action made port safel y with one t orpedo hit on 
her starboard s i de . 
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1943. 

SOUTH PACH' IC ACTION (Cont'd , ) 

A Hudson bombe~, returning from a weather observation 
flight 1 dropped light fragmentation bombs on L!lfNDA, NEW 
GEORGIA, in the early morning or March 2nd, 

The SUbmarine SIIAPPER reports sinki ng an 8 ,000-ton 
tanker in the NEW BRITAI N- NEW HANOVER AREA. 

An unidentified vessel hes been reported as probabl y 
sunk by enemy submarine action 445 miles eas t of NOIJMEA , NE\'1 
CALEDONIA. 

- 285 

Regraded Unclassified



-

COWU<CKPIIZ UNITED STATES F L EET 
..,..~ t l:fCAOOUARTBU OP Till COMMAKDU IN CUHtP s ~·R~ ~ NAVY D.PARTM.NT. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

§ ~"1\_g 1 .._ T 9 a.m. March 2, 1943 .,., 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

On March l st. at 5•15 p.m. seventeen Dauntless dive 
bombers (SBD's), escor ted by nine Wildcats (F4F-4's) 1 at­
tacked MONDA , ~1 GEORGIA. A number of fires were started , 
All our planes returned. 
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0 SOQTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont ' d . l 

From •hl5' a.m. to 4•5'0 a.m. and at 5'•35' a.m. February 
28th. nine Navy Liberetors (PB4Y 1 s) attacked KAHILI and 
BALLAI.E Airdromes, BtJIN, SHORT LAND AR!A, in support of 
Avenger torpedo planes which bombed enemy shipping ott BUIN. 
One Avenger scored four 5'00-lb. bomb hits on an enemy cargo 
vessel which blew up . Due to a haze seven of our Avengers 
were unable to locate the enemy shipping and bombed the KAHILI 
AREA as an alternate target. Large fires, visible for 80 
miles , were started. An enemy plane on the ground was blown 
up. One Avenger failed to return to its base . 

On the morning of February 28th. a Hudson patrol plane 
bombed WUNDA, with unobserved results. 

At 7•45' a.m. February 28th. fifteen Dauntless dive 
boobers, escorted by sixteen Wildcats (F4F-4 1s) and eight 
Lightnings (P- 381 s), struck VILA, l':OLQI.IBANGARA, l!fM GEORGIA 
Group. Three Uros were started. All ou.r planes returned. 

Details on the patrol of the Submarine GATO,roported 
in yest erday's Summary, are as follows•-

Januory 21 - Scored two torpedo hits on an 8 709-ton 
transport north or BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS. 
Four hours later the ship was seen burn­
ing fiercely and is considered destroyed. 

January 25' - In the same locality scored two hits on 
an unidentified target, believed to be 
a cruiser, escorted by a destroyer. 

January 29 - In the same locality sank a 7,009-ton 
frei ghter. 

February 15' !lear OEilA ISLA1iD, BOUGAIINILLE STRAITS, 
sank an 8 , 009-ton freighter. 

February 19 - In the same vicinity sank an 8,000-ton 
freighter. 
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~~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.l 

On the afternoon of February 26th. a Kingfisher (OS20) 
4epth charged a possible enemy submarine with indefinite re­
sults off CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL. 

At 4 p.m. on February 27th. seventeen Dauntl ess dive 
bombers (SBD's)-L_escorted by fifteen Wildcats (F4F-4 ' s), at­
tacked IIUNDAi N~ GEORGIA. One large and two small fires were 
started. Al our planes returned. 

At 5:40 p.m . on February 27th . fourteen Dauntless dive 
bombersj escorted by eleven Lightnings (P-38's) 1 six Warhawks 
(P-40 1 s , and seven Corsairs (F4U's)_t_at tacked an enemy trans­
port escorted by two corvettes off v~LA LAVELLA, NEW GEORGIA 
Group . Two 1000-lb., t wo 500-lb. and one 100-lb. bomb hits 
were scored on the transport whi ch was left burning fiercely. 
One corvette was hit and left burning and a float Zero shot 
down with one more probabl e . Two of our fighter planes are 
missing and two Corsairs collided upon r eturning to t heir base . 
The pilot of one is reported safe. 

The Submarine GATO, returning from patrol of the SOLO­
MONS AREA, reports sinking three large enemy cargo ships , in 
addition to a large transport , and damaging a cruiser . 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine TROUT, return ing from patrol of the SOUTH 
CHINA SEA, reports as follows:-

January 11 - Scored two torpedo hits and severely 
damaged a moored 17,500-ton tanker 
(KYOKUYO MARU) off MIRI, northwest 
coast of BORNEO, 

January 18 - Sank two 25-ton schooners by gunfire off 
VANFONG BAY 1 east coast of FRENCH INDO­
CHINA. 

January 21 - Sank a 4 1000-ton freighter off CAJARANH 
BAY1 east coast of FRENCH INDO-CHINA . 

February 7 - Possibly damaged a 17,500-ton tanker 
(NISSHIN llARU) oft LUTOIIG 1 MIRI , north­
west coast of BORNEO. 

February 14 - Sank a 7 1700-ton tanker with torpedoes 
and gunfire 110 mil es southwest of 
loLA CASSAR 1 CELEBES. 
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SQUTH fACIFIC AQTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

On February 26th. at 12:15 p.m. a fighter sweep by aix 
Corsairs (F4U 1 a) 1 eight Warhawks (P-401 a), and twelve Light­
nings (P-38's) was made over the airdrome at KAHILI 1 BUIN 1 SHORTLAND AREA. No ene~ planes nor anti-aircraft fire were 
encountered. 

On the early afternoon of February 26th. eighteen 
Dauntl ess dive bombers (SBD 1 s)~ escorted by sixteen Wildcats 
(F4F- 4' s), bombed !lUNDA, IIE'II Gt:ORGIA. One ene~ plane on the 
ground was destroyed, ene~ ant1-a1rcra!t fire was silenced, 
and four large and many small fires wer o started. All our 
planes returned . 
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SOUTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 

No action reports received . 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine GREYLING, returning from patrol, reports 
as follows•-

January 15 - Sank 120-ton schooner in night attack with 
guns in CELEBES SEA. 

January 26 - Sank 3,800-ton freighter wi th one torpedo hit 
in night attack off northeast coast of 
MINDORO ISLAND. 

January 27 - Sank 4,500-ton passenger-freighter with two 
torpedo hits in daylight attack off north­
east coast of MINDORO ISLAND. 

February 11- Scored one torpedo hit i .n 6,000-ton freight­
er (believed sunk) in convoy off entrance 
to MANILA BAY .• 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On February 2$th. 17 Dauntless (Douglas di ve bombers) , 
escorted by 12 Wildcats (Grumman fighters) and 3 Lightnings 
(Lockheed tightere) hit VILA, JI:OLOitiDANOARA ISLAND, !lEW 
GEORGIA, wi t h 17 - iooo-lb. bombs trom 3t500 feet . One large 
and two small fires were s t arted . One or the Lightnings 
made a forced landing in t he waters off SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. 
A rescue plane has been despatched to rescue the pilot. 

On February 25th. 8 Liberators (Consolidated B- 24's) 
paired ott and bombed KAHIL!, FAlSI, and other objectives 
in the SHORTLAND AREA. Visibility conditions over target 
ar eas pr evented observation of results. All our planes re­
turned. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC A&TION (Cont ' d .l 

In the enemy raid of February 21st, on TULAGI, FLORIDA 
ISLAND 1 reported in yesterday afternoon's Summary, five men 
were kllled and l ight materiel damage was sustained . 

A GUADALCANAL search pl ane on February 22nd. scored 
depth charge hits on an enemy barge loaded with Japanese off 
CROISE!lL ISLAND. 

In the late afternoon of February 22nd . Lightnings 
(P- 38's), Airacobras (P-39 1 s), and Corsairs (F4U 1 s) strafed 
REKATA BAY AREA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND, 

On the night of February 22nd- 23rd. four PB4Y's (Navy 
Liberators) singl y and at intervals bombed VILA, KOLOJ.fBANGARA, 
and MONDA, NEW GEORGIA. Fires were s t arted. All our pl anes 
returned. 

A f i ghter strip on "GUADALCANAL was bombed by a single 
enemy plane in the early morning of February 23rd. One man 
was killed and five wounded. Six of our Corsairs on the 
gr ound were damaged. 

On the morning of February 23rd. a Catalina (PBY) 
damaged an enemy submari ne 300 miles northeast of GUADALCANAL. 

The Submarine POMPANO, returning from patrol , reports 
sinking 10, 000 tons and damaging 22,000 tons of enemy shipping . 

, 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ActiON (Cont ' d.) 

At l2a45 a.m. February 21st. ESPIRITU SANTO exper­
ienced a light air raid by enemy planes . 

On the afternoon of February 21st. twelve t orpedo 
planes and twelve dive bombers1 escorted by eighteen fight­
ers, attacked YUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Fires were started . 

An incomplete' report indicates TULAGI , FLORIDA ISLAND, 
was raided by enemy planes on the night of February 21st. 
and the HALAVO ammunition dump was set on fire. 

The SUbmarine ALBACORE sank a l35G-ton minel ayer on 
February 20th. north of HERMIT ISLAND (northwest of ADMIR­
ALTY ISLANDS) in addition to damaging an escorting destroy­
er, which was left stopped and burning. 

An incomplete report indicates that t he Submarine 
RUNNER torpedoed five cargo vessels and possibly several 
others. The submarine is returning from the Japanese Em­
pire patrol area due t o damage sustained by depth charges 
and bombs. 
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SOOTR PAGIFIC ACti ON (Cont ' d . ) 

On February 21st. at 4140 a .m. an Avenger t orpedo 
plane depth charged a suspected enemy submarine with 1n­
def1n.1te r esults 7 miles northeast of LWlGA POINT, 
GOADALCANAL. 

On February 22nd. from 1•45 a .lll . to 3•05 a.m. WNDA, 
NgR GEORGIA1 was attacked by three Liberators. Two tires 
were started . 

VILA 1 KOLOloiBANGARA ISLAJID 1 NEW GEORGIA Group 1 was 
attacked by two Liberators at 1 •35 a.m. and 2• 55 a .m. 
February 22nd. Results were unobserved. 
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""' SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cant ' d. ,) 

The Submarine GRENAD IER, re turning from patrol of 
the JAVA SEA, reports as fol1ows•-

January 10 - Sank by gunfire a 60- ton schooner 25 
miles north of SURABAYA, JAVA, 

January 12 - Sank a 750-ton steamer and damaged a 
500-ton loaded barge 65 miles south­
east of SALEIER, CELEBES . 

January 22 - Damaged two f reight ers south or 
BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO. 
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SQUTB PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

On February 21st . twelve Avenger Torpedo Planes and 
twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers , escorted by nine Corsairs 
(F4U 1 a) and eight Warhawks (P40 1 a), bombed I.!UNDA, NE\V GEORGIA. 
Fires were started. All our planes returned with the excep­
tion of one Wa.rhewk which was forced down southwest of BURAKU 
ISLAND (30 miles west of RUSSELL ISLANDS), 

PACIFIC, 

The Submarine TARPON, returnins from patrol off HOIISIIU 
{Japanese Empire), reports sinkins a 9 , ooo-ton loaded ene~ 
cargo vessel and scoring four hits on an unidentified ship. 

The Submarine PICKEREL, returning from patrol off 
HONSHU {Japanese Empire), reports sinking one enemy cargo 
vessel . 
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,,; SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

A delayed report indicates tha t during 
February 18-19 a force of 26 Liberators (Army 
6 Liberators (Navy PB~Y's) harassed MUNDA and 

21, 1943. 

the nigh t of 
B-24 1 s) and 
VILA Airfields. 

At WNDA a total of 36 - 500-lb. and 60 - 100-lb. 
bombs were dropped. Two fires were started. The enemy 
anti·- aircraft fire was heavy and accurate. 

At VILA t·No Liberators dropped 12 - 500-lb. and 
20 - 100-lb . bombs. One fire was started. 

All of our planes i n these attacks returned safely. 

VILA Airfield was hit during the night of February 
19-20 by 8 Liberators (Navy PB4Y's). Our planes were met by 
searchlight illumination and heavy anti-aircraft fire from 
the field. A total of ~7 - 500-lb . and 8 - 100-lb . bombs were 
dropped. A large fire was started and the runway was reported 
hit and put out of commission. All our planes r e t ur ned . 

On the morning of February 20th . MUNDA Ai rfiel d was 
struck by 12 Avengers (Grumman Torpedo Planes) and 18 Dauntless 
(Douglas Dive Bombers), escorted by 8 Airacobras (P-39 's) and 
24 Wildcats (Grumman F4F- 4's) . In spi te of heavy and accurate 
anti-aircraft fire, 18 - 500-lb. and 167 - 100-lb. bombs were 
dropped on the runway and hits were scored on anti-aircraft 
installations. A large fire was started at the so·1theast end 
of the runway. One Dauntless was forced to land in the water, 
but later the occupants were observed in a rubber boat . All 
other planes returned. 

On the morning of February 21st. the RUSSELL ISLANDS, 
25 miles northwest of CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL, were occupied 
by a force of our Army, Navy and Marine troops totaling about 
4 0000 men. Up to late afternoon of February 21st. the enemy 
was apparently unaware of our movement. 

The Submarine GROWLER, now safely in port, reports that 
during the night of February 7th, she chased a gunboat making 
17 knots. Upon closing, the enemy tried to ram the GROWLER. 
Instead the GROWLER rammed and probably sank the gunboat. Dur­
ing the encounter t he Commanding Officer of the submarine, one 
other officer, and the seaman lookout were ki lled and two others 
wounded by machine gunfire. The GR~VLER returned despite a 
bullet hole in the conning tower hatch, numerous cable leaks 
and l oss of lighting facilities. 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

The SOBMARINB TUNA returnin& from patrol rGJOorts 
sinlcins an 8090-ton car&o ship and deaging one 6500- ton 
tanker and a 6090-ton cargo ship. These attacks were made 
1n the Y1c1n1ty of VELLl GULl', liD'I GEORGIA ISLAIIDS. 
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~~~ SQUTH PACIFIC ACIION (Cont'd. l 

During the night or February 19th. ten dive bombers escorted by fourteen fighters bombed WilDA and VILAi KOLOMBANGARA ISLA!i'D 1 HEll GEORGIA Group. We bad no osses. 
The Japanese torpedo plane attack on our Task Force on February 17th. 20 miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND was a complete failure. 0! the seven enemy planes that attacked, five crashed 1n flames. No damage or casualties were aurrered by our ships. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.l 

At 11 p . m. February 16th. one of three Liberators 
bombed BOIN, SHORTLAND AREA . One plane failed to return. 

At 10:45 p .m. February 16th, one of three planes 
bombed BALLALE, SHORTLAHD AREA. Results were not observed. 
One plane failed to return . 
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18, 1943. 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont 1d . ) 

An incomplete report indicates that on February 17th. 
between 8a05 and 8a35 p.m. a Task Foree composed of four 
transports, one oiler and six destroyers was attacked by 
seven enemy torpedo pfanes 20 miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL 
ISLAND. Results are unknown. Subsequently, word was re­
eeiYed that this Task Foree arrived at its destination 
(GUADALCANAL) at 7•15 a .m. February 18th. 
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§.OUTR PAQI.E.IC ACTION ~-ont' d .l 

On Februa1·y 17th at 5 p. m. thirteen Dauntless Dive 
Bombers, escorted by sixteen Wildcats (F4F-4's) and eight 
Aircobras (P- 39's), bombed MUNDA, N~N GEORGIA. Two tires 
were started . All our planes returned. 

During the night ot February 17th., VILA PLAJ.TATIOII, 
KOLOWBANOARA ISLAIID, NEW GEORGIA Group, was bombed. 
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Operations in the SOLOMONS were l1Jn1 ted to minor air 
activit:r in the BUIN-SHORTLAND Area. One or three planu 
reached and bombed BALLAL! ISLAND, SBORTLAND Area on the 
eTaniJI& or J'ebruar:r lSth. One plane tailed to returu rrom 
tbia m.iaaion. 

A. Liberator bomber attacked ltAHIJJ , roiN-SBORTLAND 
J.raa on the enDiJI& or J'ebruar:r lSth. One or several 
aoccape.J17iJI& pl.anee rauad to return. 

The sulaar1ne OOARDJISB returull>g trom patrol reports 
eiDkiDg two ene!Q' deatro:rere and one 9, 000 ton oorgo 
vaeeel 4ur1Dg the period January l2th- 2)rd 1n the waters 
or tha BISIURCK A.RC!liPl!l.ADO, 

The submarine HADDOCK return ins trom patrol orr liONSJID , 
Japanese Empire r eports aink1Dg one loaded oil tanker and a 
cargo veaael totallins 1),)00 tone. 

The submarine :rLYING li'ISB reports sinkins two enem;y 
cargo veaeels totalling 1),000 tons in the CAROLINE ISLANDS 
Area. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.l 

At 10105 a.m. February 15th. six Marauders (B-261 s) 1 
escorted by eight Aireobras (P- 39 ' s) and two Warhawks 
(P-40 1 s) 1 bombed VILA PLANTAT ION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA Group , Fires were start ed. 

At 11125 a . m. February 15th, KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, was 
bombed by fit' teen Dauntless Dive Bombers (SBD' s) and nine 
Avenger Torpedo Planes (TBF' s) , escorted by fifteen Wild­
cats (F4F-4 1 s). At 4130 p. m. eleven Dauntless Dive Bombers 
and seven Avenger Torpedo Planes , escorted by fifteen Wild­
eats and three Corsairs (F4U's), again bombed MONDA. 

All of our planes returned f rom these operations, 
although t wo Marauders and one Avenger were damaged by 
anti-aircraft fir e . 
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15, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'~ 

On February 14th. at 8 a45 a.m. eighteen Dauntless Dive Boabers and t hree Avenger Torpedo Planes escorted by six Wi ldcats (P4P-4's) and five Aircobras lP-39 ' s), bombed WNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A large fire was started. lll of our planes returned. Later that day five Aircobras and eleven Wildcats str afed WNDA. 

At noon February 14th. nine PB4Y'e (Navy Liberators) escorted by twelve Corsairs (P40's) and ten Lightnings (P-38 1 a), attacked a large ene-r cargo vessel off BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA. Three hits were scored. twenty-five to thirty ene=1 planes attacked our planes. Eleven Zeros were shot down and two probable. In addition to two of our bombers being shot down, six fighters failed to return. 

On GUADALCANAL ground operations consist of patrolling, policing, and salvace . An occasional Japanese is killed or captured by our patrols. 
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• ~<> SQQTB PACIFIC AC'UON (Cont 'd. ) 

On February 13th. at 11t30 a.m. nine Liberators 
(B-24'•) 1 escorted by eleven Corsairs (F4U 1 s) and tour 
Lightnings (P-38' s) 1 attacked an enemy cargo vessel es­
corted by a destroyer and a cruiser or a destroyer leader 
20 miles southeast or FAISI, SHORTLAHD AREA. No hits wero 
scored. All or our planes returned. 

At 12t45 p.m. February 13th. t hree Liberators, es­
corted by tour Lightnings and seven Warhawks (P-40's) 1 attacked an ane~ cargo vessel between KOILA POlh~ and 
BUIH, SBORTLAXD AREA . One hit was scored. In addi t ion to 
heavy and accurate anti-aircraft tire, our planes encount­
ered 30 land-based and 15 float Zeros. Eight Zeros were 
shot down. We lost one bomber and one tighter by anti­
aircraft tire. Two bombers and two fighters were shot down 
by enemy planes. 

At 5t20 p.m. February 13th. seventeen Dauntless Diva 
Bombers (SBD 1 s) and two Avenger Torpedo Planes (TBF 1 s)L-es­
corted by fourteen Wildcats (F4F-4'•) 1 bombed KUNDA, NEW 
GEORGIA. Hits were scored on anti-aircraft batteries and 
several tires started. All of our planes returned. 

In the final offensive on OOADALCANAL which began on 
January 15th. our t roops killed 61o66 Japanese and captured 
127. 
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0 .. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

On February 12th. between 1125 a.m. and 2120 a.m. a Catalina aede harassing attacks on KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Later that morninc, at 7140, seventeen Dauntless Dive Bomber• (SBD' s ) 1 escorted br eleven Wildcats (F4F-4 1 s) and !our Lightn1n&s (P- 38 1a) 1 bombed KUNDA. A fire was star ted and a gun position was destroyed. Again, at 2130 p.•. 1 three Marauders (B-26 1s), escorted by six Aircobras (P- 3'1'1) 1 bombed IIUIIDA. Fr~ these minions all or our planes returned, 

On February 12th. a Catalina harassed VILA PLANTA­TION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA, !rom 2105 a.m. to 3125 a . m. 
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SQOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d. ) 

At 5 p .m. February 11th. four Marauders (B- 26'a), 
escorted by six llrcobras (P-39' a) and three Lightni.ngs 
(P-38'a) 1 bombed VILA PLANTATION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, 
NEW GEORGIA Group. A large tire was started. One enemy 
plane ns ahot down. 

The Submarine G.UO reports ainlting an enemy cargo 
Teasel in BOUGAIRVILLB STRAIT on January 29th. 

SQUTH!EST PAC!FIC 

A u.s. Cargo Vessel (L1bertr Ship) was torpedoed 
on February 9th, 160 IIi lea eaet by south ot SlDIIEY, 
AUSTRALIA. 
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SOUIH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont'd. l 

At 10a45 a,a, on February 11th. tour Marauders 
(B-26 1 a) , escorted by two Lightnin&s (P- 38's) and eight 
Aircobras (P- 39's), attacked KUNDA , HEW GEORGIA. Fires 
were started in the Y1cinit1 of bivouac areas. Ho air­
craft oppoaition was encountered. Although our planes 
received heaVJ anti- aircraft fire, the1 all returned 
to their base , 
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11, 1943. 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On Februar7 9th, the 1apanese forces on GUADALCANAL 
ceased all organized resistance, A junction was errected 
between our aain bod7 or troops and our enveloping force 
east or CAPE ESPERANC!, Operations against isolated groups 
ot en~ resistance are continuing. The organization or 
our beach derensea ia about completed, We are progreasin& 
with the salvage and recover, or captured ene~ equipment. 

On Febru&rJ lOth, a GUADALCAN.lL reconnaissance plane 
shot down a .. diua twin-enaine bomber over CHOISEDL ISLAND. 

On the night or February 9th.- 10th. a Catalina exec­
uted harassing attacks on WNDA, NEW GEORGIA. 

On February lOth, our planes again attacked KUNDA, 
NE'I GEORGIA. .lll planes returned, 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine TUNNY1 returning from patrol ot 
EAST CHINA S&A, report. s1nk.1.ng 0111 6 ,600-ton enell)" 
vessel and damaging 25',000 tons or enemy shipping, 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.l 

In all sectors on GUADALCANAL the enemy withdraw when­
aver pressure was applied. OUr ground troops advanced to 
one- half aile west of the SEGILAU RIVER against light oppo­
s i tion. Our patrols are active in the vicinity of DOMA 
COVE. Troops commencing operations several days ago from 
NUGU POINT (northwest coaet or GUADALCANAL) have advanced 
to VISALE. A large amount of enemy equipment has been cap­
tured, including boats, new anti-tank guns, personnel land 
aines, and ordnance equipment including a spherical gas bomb. 
The remaining enemy forces are now confined to about ten 
miles or the coast line , 

At 5•35 p.m. on February 9th. two Marauders (B-26's) 1 
escorted b:y three Lightnings (P-38 1 s) 1_~d si~ Aircobras 
(P- 40's) 1 bombed VILA PLANTATION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA Group, with unknown results , 

At 5•30 p.m. on the same day nine Dauntless Dive Bombers, 
si~teen Wildcats and t hree Lightnings attacked KUNDA, NEW 
GEORGIA. A large tire was started, 

Two Aircobras strafed and sank an enemy barge ott 
HOOPER BAY, RUSSELL ISLANDS, Drums (apparently fuel) were 
also destroyed north of BAISEN ISLAND, RUSSELL ISLANDS. 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. l . 

On Eebruary 7th. - 8th. our around troops on GOADALCAliAL 
adYanced their line alone the OMASANI RIVER. In this move­
ment 14 J apanese were killed, 1 captured, and a large radio 
station eame into our possession. 

Our positi on at TITI has been eonsolidated and reeon­
naissanee !roa there eontinues. Our outpost line in this see­
tor is now 500 yards northeast ot IUJIOVOVO KISSION. In this 
forward push 20 Japanese were killed. 

Our air !orcas bombed WNDA Airfield, NE'/1 GEORGIA, on 
February 8th. Results were undetermi ned. 

The Submarine SWORDFISH, while on war patrol in the 
Southwest Pacific, has been damaged by bombs and ls now en 
route under own power to PEARL HARBOR. 
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SOOtH PACifi C ACTION (Cont'd, ) 

On February 7th, bad weather in the SOLOWONS AREA 
prevented air attacks on enemy positions, However, in 
the late afternoon 15 Dauntless Dive Bombers and 20 
Grumman Fighters attacked 19 Japanese destroyers 20 miles 
south of RENDOVA ISLAND NEW GEORGIA Group (approximately 
180 miles northwest of fmNDERSON FIELD, GOADALCANAL). Hits 
were reported on two destroyers and two of t he fifteen Zeros 
escorting the forma t ion were shot down. All of our pl anes 
ret urned, A delayi due to local bad weather, forced a can­
cellat ion of a fol ow-up attack on this surface force. 

It was reported on February 7th, that the Submarine 
GROWLER, on war patrol in the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC, had been 
rammed by an enemy ship. Her bow and forward torpedo tubes 
were wrecked, Casualties were reported. She is returning, 
under her own power, to her base, 
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SOUTH PAOIFI C ACTION (Cont 1 d.) 

Operations on GUADALCANAL limited to patrol activi ty 
are progressing sat isfact orily . Our forces have establ i shed 
a strong position in t he vicinity ot TITI (one half mile 
west of MOROVOVO) • 

A delayed report i ndicates that patrol pl anes from the 
aircraft carrier SARATOGA destroyed tour type l Mi t subish1 
bombers betwe.en February 2nd and February 4th. 

On the morning of February 6th smell groups of our 
pl anes bombed VILLA PLAN'l'ATION, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA Group. 
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SOQTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d. ) 

On the forenoon ot February 5th. an ene=Y force was 
reported 400 ailes southeast ot TRUK consisting ot two 
aircraft carriers, one battleship, tour cruisers , and 
twelve destroyers heading 240°, speed 25. Up to this time 
no further intoraation on this force hes bean received. 

On February 6th. at 5 p . m. eleven Dauntless Dive 
Boabers1_!scorted by twenty-two Wildcats (F4F-4 1 s)i bombed 
liUNDA, ru!iw GEORGIA, with undetermined results. Al ot our 
planes returned. 
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On the night or February 3r4, GUADALCANAL was raided 
twice by single enaJIIY planea. 

the advance to the northwest on GOADALCANAL continues 
with patrol units operating as tar forward as the UMASANI 
RIVER. 

Delayed reports indicate that KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, was 
attacked by our planes on the morning and evening or February 
3r4. Dive bombers with f i ghter escort bombed VILA PLANTATION, 
KOLOKBANGARA 1 NEW GEORGIA Group, on the morning of February 
3rd. 

A flying fortress on a search mission waa attacked by 
three Zeros. One eneJIIY plane was shot down and our plane 
4Uiaged. 
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SQUTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

On the .ornilli of February 4th. IIUNDA NEW GEORGIA, 
was bombed by twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers (sBD 1 s). Hits 
ware acored on runway revetments, dispersal areas, and on 
a pier. Several fires were started. 

Incomplete reports indicate that at 4 p.m. February 
4th. thirteen Avenger Torpedo Planes and seven Dauntless 
Dive Bombers, escorted by eight Aircobras (P-401 s) four 
Lightnings (P-38's), and fifteen Wildcats (F4F-4's~ 1 attack­
ed a foraation of 20 en~ destroyers protected by 25 Zeros 
about 200 miles northwest or LUNGA, GUADALCANAL. One en8J11Y 
destroyer is reported sunk and another badly damaged. Later, 
a destroyer was observed burning badly, Seven Zeros were 
shot down and five others probably destroyed, We lost four 
torpedo planes, one dive bomber, and one fighter. 

Later, a t 5t30 p.m. thirteen Dauntless Dive Bombers, 
escorted by ten Wildcats and four Warhawks, attacked 18 enemy 
d~troyers covered by 25 Zeros . Two hits were scored on one 
destroyer and one hit on another. Ten enemy planes were shot 
down and two others probably destroyed. We lost three fight­
ers and one dive bomber is missing. 

On GUADALCANAL our troops have advanced one-half mile 
beyond TASSAJI'ARONGA. A f orce of our troops l anded at VERAHUE, 
northwest coast or GUADALCANAL, and advanced without opposi­
tion to TITI (one-half mile west of KAROVOVO) where they es­
tablished contact with a strong enerey force or approximately 
1,000 troops. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

The Submarine TAUTQQ returning !rom patrol o! the BANDA SEA, ~S EAS~ INDIES, reports as ! ollows•-
Deceaber 2 5' - Probably lank one 5' , 000-ton ene~ cargo 

' vessel 15' ailes northwest of DILLI, 
TUIOR, 

January 9 - Damaged with t wo torpedo hits a NATORI 
Class heavy cruiser orr AloiBOII ISLAND , January 11 - Damaged a ~1000-ton naval auxiliary. January 22 - Sank a 1,9oo-ton paue.ncer- fre1ghter 
east of SALEIRR STRAIT. 
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The foll~Nlng suppl~ent.a the night action report of 
FebruaiY 1st- 2nd included in the morning Sumnary or February 
)rei:-

Our motor torpedo boats engaged a number or 
enemy deetroyere 1n t he vicinity or CAPE ESPERANCE 
and aank one destroyer definitely end probably 
another. A third destroyer was damaged . We l oe t 
three motor t orpedo boats instead or five as 
previ ously reported. 

An analysis of eir and motor torpedo boat 
reports indicates that probobly three destroyers 
were sunk out of a f orce ot more than t wenty that 
were engaged i n the reinforcement operati on. 

On the night or February 1st-2nd f ive en8l!\)' raid a were 
made on CUADALCANAL by groupe or one to four planes. A bomber 
strip was damaged. Enemy planes agai n raided ~UADALCANAL on 
the night. ot February 2nd . Caeualti aa or damage , tr any , were 
not r eported. ~ ~,_; r~f-'""' 1-<-

0ur troops on GUADAL~ hove advanced to elevet.ed 
positions beyond the BON:ti RIVER. Considerable eneQY equip­
ment has been captur ed. Our patrols accounted for 39 Japanese 
on February 2nd. Si xteen enemy bergu were strafed by one ot 
our fighters near ARULIGO PODiT , northwes t coast ot OUADALCANAL. 

On February 2nd at 5: 10p.m. six Flying Fortresses 
(B-l?'s), escort ed by seven Lightnings (P- JS ' s) and three War­
hawks (P-40 1 &), bombed and scored bite on o large enemy cargo 
vessel orr SHORTLAND ISLAND. The vessel was left listing and 
burning fiercely . Our pl anes were intercept ed by twenty enemy 
flgnt.ers. Nine or possibly t en enem,y planes were allot down. 
~1 or our planes returned. 

On the evening ot February 2nd a force ot di ve boabers 
and torpedo planes attacked llOliDA, NEI'I GEORGIA, starting 
several tires and erplostone. 
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SOOT§ PACtrlC ACTION (Cont 14 . l 

At 8 a.m. February 2nd, 10 Dauntleaa Dive Bo•bers and 11 Avencer Torpedo Planea, eacorted by 20 Wildcat 
F1chte~ attacked 16 ene~ deatroyera 19 •ilea northeast ot ICOL J.NGARA ISLJ.ND, NEW GEORGIA Group. One 5'00-lb, boab hit was acored on one deatroyer and near miases on another. One ot our torpedo planes waa d&ll&ged by anti­aircraft fire and 1ts gunner ldlled. 
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o''~ \1 &QQT!I PACIFIC AC'tiOII (Cont ' d , l 

OUr advance to the northwest on GOADALCARAL against 
atit't ena..;y r edatance continu... The BONEGI RIV'Ell was .• L.. 
crossed. ()'I February lat. 60 Japanese were ldlled,'-._ ~/,._.7/• 

On the nicht or February lat.- 2nd. our torcea at 
GUA.DALCARAL aank at leaat one enalll)" destroyer and damaced 
aever al aor a ot a croup or 20 destroyers attempting to re­
intorce GUADALCANAL. 

On the aorninc of February 2nd. 19 ene~ destroyers 
were observed approaching PAIBI, SBORTLAND AREA, includln& 
one deatro)'er in tow. Five or our aotor torpedo boats have 
bean lost in a night action ott C.t.PB ESPER.UICB, GUADALCARAL. 

On February lat. there ware at leaat 20 eneQT planes 
destroyed. Wa lost 10 plan.es. 

In a raid by the enemy on GUADALCANAL at noon February 
lat. one bomb hit was scored on a bomber strip. 

At about ~ p,m, January 29th. the 5.5. SAllUEL GOIIPERS 
was torpedoed and sank about 115 miles south or NOUKEA, 
NEW CALEDONIA, 

file SUbmarine GREENLING returnin& rro11 pa trol or waters 
in the BISIIARCir ARCHIPELAGO, k addition to damages previouslY 
reported, reports as tollowaa-

January lOth. - Damaged by torpedo an empty tanker. 
January 16th, - Sank by gunfire a small escort tuc. 
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SQQTH PACIFIC ActiON (Cont 1d . ) 

Delayed reports indicate tbati -

On Jt.llU&r7 26th. &r.y planes boBibed and scored 
near •iaaea on an ene_, cargo vaaaal at TARAWA IS­
LARD, GILBERT ISLARD Group. 

At 9150 a,m, January 30th, IIUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, 
was bombed by tour Marauders (B- 26 1a) and again at 
1145 p. m. the aame date by Marauders and Flying Fort­
reases (B-17's). Pires were started. 

On January 3lat. one ot our deatroye:r-s shelled tour 
ene._y barge a ott CAPE ESPERANCE, GOADALCAN.U.. Our ground 
troops on OOAD&LClNAL continued to advance, thoroughly mopping 
up pockets of eneB~T :r-esistance. 

An incomplete repo:r-t indicates that about 3130 p.m. 
February let, 10 enemy dive bombe!!l escorted by 30 Ze:r-oa~ 
attacked and aank the Dest:r-oyer DEHAVEN ott CAPE ESPERANCE, 
GOADJ.LCAN.U.. Three enaB~T bombers and t welve Zeros were shot 
down, Two of our tighte:r- pl anes were shot down. 

On February lst, at 8 a.m. Twelve Dauntless Dive Bomb­
era (SBD'a) and tour Avengers (torpedo planu) 1 escorted by 
seven Wildcats (F4F-4), boabed KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. We lost 
two of our din boabera. 

on February let. 17 Dive Bombers and 7 Torpedo Planes 
escor ted by 4 Lichtninga (P- 38'a) 4 Warbawks (P- 40'a) 4 Air­
cob:r-as (P-39 1 s) , and 5 Wildcats (i4F-41 a), attacked a loraa­
tion of four ana017 deat:r-oyera (locality not reported, but prob­
ably in NORTHERN SOLOIIOHS AREA) . Numerous h1 ts were scored 
and two daat :r-oyera are believed aunk, A third des t royer was 
lett afire . Our torpedo planes were attacked by 10 Zeros. 
Two Ze:r-os were ahot down. one ot our tichter planes 1s mil sine . 

Early on January 29th. a force ot 400 light-ar~~ed 
Japanese landed at BAISEN ISLAND (northeast RUSSELL ISLANDS 
Group). 

1'ha Su~ina GUARDFISH report• dnking two enemy des­
troyers ott MBif IIA.IIOVER, BIBliARCit ARCHIPELAGO, and an enemy 
t ranspo:r-t ott RABAUL, 
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At 8a40 a.m. February lst. nine Flying Fortresses 
(B-1?1 a), escorted by five Warhawks (P- 401s} and tour 
Lightnings (P-38~s)~ bombed a large enemy cargo vessel 
orr BHOR'rLAIID ISLARD. Three direct hits were scored. All 
or our planes returned although four Fortresses were dam­
aged by heavy anti-aircrett tire . 

A second wave or tour Flying Fortresses despatched 
to attack shipping at BUIN, SHORTLAND AREA 1 were attacked 
by 20 Zeros. Three of our planes are missLOg, The fourth 
returned badly damaged, 

PACIFIC 

The SUbmarine TROUT reports sinking on January 11th. 
an enemy tanker or the KOKUYO Class (101 020 tons) at its 
moorings in six fathoms of water at KIRI, northwest coast of 
BORNEO. 
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waa atrated and left apparently burning, The cargo vessel 
and destroyer were left dead in the water burning and list­
ing. Eight Zeros and two float Zeros attempted to inter­
cept. Three Zeros and the two float Zer os were shot down. 
Two ot cur fighters were lost, in addition to one dive bomb­
er, which crashed and burned upon returning. The crew or the 
crashed plane was r escued, 

The Submarine NAUTILUS, returning trom ·patrol ot 
BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS, southern end of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, 
reports as followss -

Sank one destroyer and probably sank two trans­
ports. 

Damaged one heavy cruiser and one tanker. 
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"'""' o-o1l SOOTfl PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.) 

SUpplementing the report or the night torpedo attack on 
TASK FORCE 18 mentioned in the afternoon Summary or January 
3oth. I -

EneMY planes introducing new employment or mark­
ing flares, naahlng float 11ghtsl and marker planes 
attacked TASK FORCE 18, less the ux111ary Carriers 
SUWAIIEE1 SANGAJION, and CHENANGO, and two destroyers 
from 7122 p.m. to 1013) p.m. January 29th. The CHICAGO 
received two torpedo hits in the engineering spaces 
killing 4 otticers1 51 aen, and wounding 2 ott'icers, 
21 men. The CHICAGO was taken in tow illllled1ately by 
the LOUISVILLE. 

The following day at 4130 p.m. the CHICAGO, in 
tow or the NAVAJO and in company with six destroyers, 
was proceeding at six knots toward ESPIRITU SANTO 
when she was again attacked and sunk, as reported in 
the afternoon Summary ot January 31st. 

On January 28th, our troops on GUADALCANAL killed 62 
and captured 22 Japanese. 

In the early morning or January 29t h. enemy &.ircrett 
dropped about seven bombs in addition to fragmentary and in­
cendiary clusters on GUADALCANAL. Casualties or dlllll&ge, it 
any, heve not been reported. One or our fighters shot down 
one enemy plane. 

At 8•45 a .m. January 29th. a terce or MARAUDERS (B-26's} 
bombed KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. VILA-PLANTATION, KOLOMBANGARA IS­
LAJID, NEW GEORGIA Group, was also bombed by IIARAUDBRS at 
1 150 p.m. 

On January 31st. at 2 p . m. a strong tighter sweep was 
aade over MONDA, NEW GEORGIA, and VILA-PLlRTATION, 

At 5145 p . m. January 31st . twelve Dauntless Dive Bombers 
and aeven Avencer Torpedo Planes, escorted by six Wildcats 
(F4F-4'a) and eight Aircobraa (P-39 ' •), attacked a formation 
ot one en~ destroye!i_~ne corvette, and a large cargo vea­
ael ot~OOO tons in VSLA GULF, west aide ot KOLOKBANGARA IS­
LAND, ftSW GEORGIA. One torpedo bit, three direct 1 1090-lb. 
bomb h1ta1 and three near lliasea were scored on the cargo vea­
ael, and ~o 590-lb. bomb h1ta on the destroyer. The corvette 
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Further reports indicate that at about 4r30 p .m. Jan­
uary 30th. in a position 130 miles south southeast or GUADAL­
CANAL a Task Group consisting or the Heavy Cruiser CHICAGO 
being towed by the Fleet Tug NAVAJO, escorted by an unknown 
number or destroyers, was attacked by 13 Witsubishi two-
engine type enemy bombers armed with torpedoes . The Carrier 
ENTERPRISE was in a position 50 miles southeast or this Task 
Group. Ten tighter planes from the ENTERPRISE reached the 
vicinity or the action too late to prevent the attack, but 
succeeded in shooting down twelve or the thirteen enemy planes, 
The CHICAGO and the Destroyer LAVALETTE received torpedo hits. 
The CHICAGO sank. The LAVALETTE, damaged, was taken in tow 
by the NAVAJO. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cgnt 1 d. l 

On January 3oth. at 9 •5'0 a,m, tour llaraudere 
(B- 26 1 a) escorted by seven Aircobraa (P- 39' •) bombed KOIIDA, 
REI GEORGIA, A aaall tire waa started. 

On Janu&J7 3oth. tro• 4•45 a.•. to 5•12 a,11, two 
ene~ au'-ar1nes shelled CA.li'!ON ISUJID. Apparent}¥ the Panair 
Hotel was the priJiar)' obJect1't'8 and three shells tell 1n the 
rtc1n1ty . There was no d&~~&~e to buildings and no casualties . 
Two hita were scored on the crounded ~ Trans port TAYLOR. 
The en~'• tire was not returned, 
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" 50UIB fACiriC ACTION (Cont ' d,) 

Incoapleta reports indicate that Task Foree 18 
to which t he heavy cruiser CHICAGO is attached was 
subJected to heavy eneay bombi.ng at about 8 p .a . , 
Janual')' 29th 70 ailes south or GUADALCAN.AL, The 
CHICAGO has been damaced and is under tow or the 
heavy cruiser LOUISVILLE, The bombing attack • as 
reported as s till going on at 9 p.m., January 29th. 

• 1 I J rr-r-

tl- 1. 5 

/6o-n £ 
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On January 27th . CUAD,\LCN:AL ground operations r esulted 
in the capture of a large eneoy command post . Thirty- six 
Japanese vrere killed and three prisoners taken, in additi on 
to a large amount of enemy equi pment . Two enemy pockets , one 
to the rrest and one to the south, were eliminated . Due 
to difficult terrain our advance in the ri~ht zone is contin­
uing slowly. 

Between 10:20 and ll : 45 a .m. January 27th ., enemy dive 
bombers and high- level bombers , escor ted by f i ghters , ap­
proached GUADALCMIAL . Our fighters engaged the enemy . In­
complete reports indicate nine Zeros destroyed , and , i n ad­
diti on, six were probably destroyed. The bombers , apparent ­
l y dr i ven off , did not drop any bombs . Four of our planes 
are miss ing . 

At ) :20 p .m. on Januar y 28th ., five t~rauders (B-26 ' s), 
escor ted by twelve Aircobras (P- 39 ' s), bombed VILA PLAllTATior: , 
KOLOJJBAllGARA I SLAHD. A l arge fire VTas started. All of our 
pl anes r e turned. 

At 3 :20 p.m. January 28th ., t welve Dauntless Dive Bomb­
ers and four Avenger Tor pedo Planes, escorted by two Light ­
nings (P- 38 1 s), six '!lo.r hawks (P- 40 ' s) , and seven '.'/ildcnts 
(F4F- 4 ' s) 1 at t acked enel'ly ships about 15 miles northeast of 

KOLO"Jl/J:uARA ISLAliD . A torpedo plane scored one hi t on an 
enemy destroyer, causing a laree explosion . Our dive bombers 
scored a hit and a near miss on a cargo vessel and near misses 
on a tanker . The latter t11o vessels were left dead in the 
rtater \71th the tanker smold.ng, Four Zer os attecpt ed to inter­
cept . One Zero t~as shot down. All of our planes returned . 
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SOUTH PACU'IC ACTIO!, (Cont ' d . ) 

on the evening of January 27th . nino Dauntless (dive 
bombers) and five Avengers (torpedo planes) , escorted by 
•.71ldcats (Navy fighters), attacked an eneey destroyer and 
a cargo vessel in tho area between '!ELLA LAVELLA ISLIJ.D 
and KOLO:.IBAJ:GJL'!A ISLAJ:O . 1'\'lo hits were scored on the cargo 
vessel end near ~sses on the •estroycr . The destroyer was 
lett snoking and the car&o vossol was observed sinkinc . 
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On January 26th. our GIJADALCAJ;,~L s rotU'ld forces con­
tinued their advance northwes t and west of t he POI'.A RIVER 
despite heavy enemy resis tance . Five pr i soners were taken 
and forty Japanese were killed . Consi der able equipment 
was captured. 

On January 25th. t he Submarine WAHOO in a r unning 
gun and torpedo battle midway be tween llErl GUINEA and TRUK 
sank two enemy ca r GO vessels , one o1lor , and one transport . 
The f ollowing day the submarine was engaged in another ac­
t i on \11th a si:x- shi p convoy escorted by destroyers . Hesults 
of t his engagement have not been reported . 
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<l SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!! 

5 p , m, January 27 , 1943 . 

(Cont ' d . ) 

In the early evening of January 26th. twe l ve Daunt­
l ess (Douelas Dive Bombers), escorted by twelve Grumman 
Fighters (Wildcats) and eight Aircobras (P- 39' s), dropped 
8 - lOOQ-lb. , 4 - 500- lb. 1 and 6- 100- lb , bombs on anti­
aircraft install a tions and revetments at utn,~A Airfie l d, 
NEW GEORGIA. All of our planes returned . 
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UNITID STATIS fLIIT 

u n .. ~. w· •aa.c. 

..!..~R C'T <I a .m. January 27, 1"143 . 

~Cf '-!wh eACim ACTIO!: (Cont ' d .l ... 
At dusk on J anuary 26th., soven Fl yine For tresses 

(B- l7 ' s ) f r om GUAD/LLC~lAL bo~bod the airfield at BALLALE1 
SI!ORTLAHD AREA , d r opping 55 - 500-lb. bombs which coveroa 
one-half of the rwmay and revetment area . Fir es lvere 
started in the r evet ments . Only lieht anti-aircraft fire 
was received . 

Japanese planes wero over ESPI~ITU sM:To. 

PACIFIC 

On January 25th. six B- 24's (Liberators) conducted 
a photographic rec:mna1ssance or ~;AKE ISLA> D. Photographs 
wero obtained but , because or cloud conditions, are of un­
determined value . Tho flight \las intercepted by ei~ht 
Zeros, two of which are beliovod to have been shot dovm . 
Only minor damage vtas inflicted on our aircraft . OUr per­
soMal were unscathed . All of our planes returned safel y 
to MIDWAY. 
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S t.
.~R E .......,_., ... C<wv ....... ea..r 
~ '1.. 1 ILln ~:eAmalfT, ....... 01'0111. o.c. 

~ ~ a . m. January 26 , 1943. 

~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont ' d . ) 

On the af t ernoon of Janual'Y 25th . e i ght Grumman fight­
ers (Wildcats) and six P-38 ' s (L1ghtnings ) contac t ed at 
18 1 000 feet 40 Zeros, i ncluding Type #2 Zer o 1 be t ween LUI<GA 
POIIIT , GUADALCAllAL , and SAVO I SLAND . Behind the Zeros were 
many d i ve bombers , exac t number unkno•:m, and 18 twin- engine 
bombers . 

The twin-engi ne bombers turned t oward TULAGI, FLORI DA 
ISLAIID, and hid in the clouds . The dive bombers were prevent­
ed f rom coming into position over GUADALCAllAL by our fighters . 
The \'lildca ts shot do1m t hree Zer os and the Lightnings one Zero . 
The Japanese bombers never pressed home the a t tack and dropped 
no bombs . 

All of our pl anes returned safely. 

At KOKU1!BONA on January 24th . units of the right divi sion 
made 'a junction with the l eft division, which took this place 
on January 23rd. This effectively e liminated an enemy pocket 
between their f r ont s . The beach head i s now open to KOKUl.!BOt!A. 
This oper ati on r e sulted in the capture of a large number of 
guns and ammunition . 

Continuous pressure is being exerted to eliminate remain­
ing pockets of enemy r esist ance . 

Yest e r day 's operations resulted in kill ing 293 Japanese 
and 5 were taken pr isoner . 

The Submarine WAHOO reports sinking one Japanese Destroy­
er off '.'fEWAK, NEVI GUINEA . 
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S~rw:t E 
p·con• •• or,.. oow·.,.. • c::--1 U.ftiiD~. w· IQ14D,Q. 

.II. _ l 9 a .1:1 . Januar y 25, 1943 , 

.,.,, ~.. . SOUTH PACIFIC ACjiOll (Cont ' d . ) 

. During January 23rd . L'lJI,DA A1r1'1eld 1 J!E':I GEORGIA, was 
bombed in successive waves by our air forces from G~ADALCM;AL. 
This was in preparation or the surface shelling of VILA­
STAli'.JORE, KOLo:JBA!:GA.'IA ISLA;J> , !:E'.7 GEORGIA , by units of TASK 
FORCE 67, which operation ~as rcportod yesterday and is again 
confirmed as highly successful . 

At 8 a . m. on January 24th., six hours after the surface 
shelling of VILA- STAtfl!ORE AREA , a total of 61 Da~mtless (Doug­
l as Di ve Bombers), Avengers (Grumman Torpedo Planes) , and Vlild­
cats (fight ers) swept over the VlLA-STA!f!.:ORE AREA and dropped 
48 light and 92 medium bo~s. Tho dock there was destroyed and 
the only two anti-aircraft positions which opened fire were 
silenced. Fires !ron the surface shell1ns by our ships \Tare 
still burning and the indications co that the fiLA- STAJ,:JOllE 
AREA was completely burned out . Air observation durinc tho sur­
face shelling reports only one salvo ot all shells fired fell 
in the water . The re~inder fell in the target area , It is al­
so repor ted thtlt on the 11ay back froM the shelling our surface 
bombardment group was attacked by oneoy planes . One plane was 
shot down. 

A l arue enemy destroyer and carso ship •tere attacked and 
damaged on January 23rd . by our air forces . This occurred in 
the SHORTLAliD AREA, BOUGAI!I'llLLE ISLAliD. 

On the night or January 23rd. Japanese planes raided 
GUADALCM;AL for the third successive ni&ht . 

On January 21st. the SUb~rino OATO set fire to a Japanese 
transport ship in the SHORTLAIID AREA 1 BOOGAIII'IILLE ISLAllD . 

On January 23rd. our ground forces on GUADALCMIAL by 
ver ; aggressi ve action captur ed KOICUl.tBO:IA . A l arge amount of 
rice , f i eld piocos and miscel loneous equipment fell i nto our 
hands . Various other pockets of enemy resistance are beinc 
mopped up and reducod . In one pocket captured material amounted 
to 28 machine guns and 62 rifles. During the last 24 hours 
91 Japanese have been killed and 40 taken prisoner. 
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un ~.una:IIT. W'Al' -""''Oiii.'* o. c. 

4 p . n . Janunry 24 , 1943 S~T 
Q.,.r> SOUTH PACIFIC ACT I O!; (Cont ' d , ) 

On the morning of January 22nd . our ground forces at 
GUADALC~IAL l aunched a full s cale coordi nated attack on 
enemy positi ons, Despite heavy resistance , including enemy 
artillery fire , our advance was rapid and general along t he 
en tire front. 

Thi s oper ati on resul ted in the capture of six promin­
ent hills, one of whi ch was strongl y fortified ; the depletion 
of a strong enemy center of resistance ; and the destruction 
of a number of enemy machine guns . 

Duri ng t he operation 110 Japanese , including 4 officers , 
were killed , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET s £ ~ T -.n DD'Ioll'niiDn', w· :uow, o.c. 

~il.!l ":.l:- 10 a .m. Januru·y 24, 1943 (Cont ' d . ) 

" a\~ SMH PACIFIC ACTIO!! (Cont ' d . l 

Ac!di tional reports of eneey ro.ids on GUADALCAJ.AL on 
the ni 6ht or January 22nd . - 23rd . indicate there were eiuht 
raids by sroups of one , two, or three planes. At least 20 
bombs , i ncl uding 1000-l b . and 500-1b., were dr opped . One 
man was killed and a Catalina and o. !Jaraude r damaged . 

Three enemy two- engine bombers dropped approx1mntoly 
15 or 20 bombs on our pos i tions on GUADALCAi;AL be t ween 10• 50 
~~d 11120 p .m. January 23rd . Damage and casual t i es are not 
known . 

On the night of January 22nd . - 23rd. ESPIRITU SAl;TO 
was again bombe<i. llo details have been received. 

The bombar<illlent of VTLA-STAIIL:ORE KOLO!!BAJ:GA.'U< ISLAI1>, 
llE\1 GEORGIA Group, by units of TASK r·oACE 67 consisting or 
two light crui sers and three destroyers , and scheduled for 2 
a .m. January 24th . is r epor ted as successfull y executed . 
Sever a l lar[,e fir es we re started which were vis ible from a 
distance of 25 miles . Apparently the enemy had stored large 
dumps of fuel and muni t ions . Explosions kept occurring es 
t he fires spread . A total of 2 ,044 rounds of 6" and 1 , 721 
rounds of 5" ammunition was expended . There were no co.sunl­
t ies , 
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SEeR co~:.-..::.=:~ 
§ ~.!17. ~ ~ ·- 10 a . m. J anua.ry 24, 1943 . 

, \!'""' SOUTH PACIFI C AC'!'IO!I (Cont 1d .) 

Reconnaissance reports indicate that I.J1r.IDA , !IE'.'/ Gl':ORGIA, 
i mprovements are continuinc at hich speed. 

On January 23rd. MUHDA was bombed as follows i-

A Catalina (PBY ) dropped four 500- lb . bombs at 
4 a .m. A l a r ge explosion, believed t o be an ammuni­
t ion dump, was obsorved . 

At noon six !.!arauders (B- 26 1 s) and e i cht Dauntless 
Dive Bombers (SBD's), escorted by twe lve Wildcats 

(F4P-41 s) and twelve Aircobras (P- 39 ' s ), dr opped 90 -
100-lb . 1 3 - 500-lb. , and 5 - 1000- lb. bombs . Anti­
aircraft positions were silenced. All our planes re­
turned without damage . 

At 2 p .m. eiGht Flyin~ Fortresses (B- 17 ' s) , e s­
corted by five Lightnings (P-38 ' s), dropped 60 - 500-lh . 
bombs . Several fires were s tarted . 

At 5 p .m. eight ~~rauders , escorted by ten Air­
cobras , dropped 84 - 100-lb . bombs. All our planes re­
turned. 

On January 22nd. at 6 130 a . m. the REKATA BAY AREA v;as 
boobed by Flying Fortresses. Fires resulted . 

Also at 6 130 a . m. January 22nd . Dive Bombers with fight­
er escorts attacked tlfo enemy cargo vessels off VELLA LAVELLA 
(northern i s l and of llE"i/ GEORGIA Group). llo hits we1·e scored . 

On January 23rd. at 7 145 p. m. a Fl ying Fortress d ropped 
17 - 100-lb. bombs on KAHILI , SHORTLA!ID AREA. Later , at 8 p .m. 
the same Fortress dropped t11o 100-lb. bonbson BALLALE, SHORT­
LAND AREA . 

On GUADALCM'AL our ground forces killed 145 J apanese be­
tween January 20th. and 22nd . A Datmtless Dive Bomber on a 
bombing mission to TASSAFAROIIGA , GUADALCAI,AL , failed to return. 
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SOUTH PA(;lFIC ACTIOll (Cont'd . l 

On OUADALCANAL moppins up and patrol operations con­
tinue . 

On the night of January 22nd .-2)rd. enemy planes 
were over GUADALC~:AL , The extent of daoage , if any, has 
not been reported . 
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SEQ~ E T 
.... ..,...,_.,.,.Can< .... •<=-

un wunaarr. w· oscw.u. c. 

s.• I 9 a.m. J'anual')' 
~cr;.p 
~ -""' SOtl'l'l! PACD'IC ACTION ( Cont' d.) 

22, 1943. 

q~~ In the early morning ot January 21st, an enemy plane 
believed to have been a Mitsub1sh1 97 dr opped approximately 
eight 60-kilo (1)2. 76 lba.) bombs on !SPIRITO' SANTO. There 
were no casualti es or damage. 

There are enem.y convoy movements 1n the NORTHERN 
SOLOMONS. At 9:)0 a.m. J'enual')' 21st, our aircraft aighted 
a convoy ot tour enemy cargo vessels escorted by two dest royers 
north ot CAPE li'JUENDSRIP, BOUGAINVILI..E ISLAND. 

On the same d~ at 11:45 a .m. , a Flying Fortrese (B-17) 
attacked two enemy cargo vessel s escorted by two destroyers 
northwest ot VEU.A LAVELLA (northern lsland ot NEW GEORGIA 
Group). No bit e were scored. 

On the night ot January 20-2lst, harassing attacks 
were made by Flying Fortreesos on BALLALE, SBORTLAND Area, 
and MONDA, NFH GEORJIA. -

On GUADALCANAL our troops are mopping up pockets ot 
enemy reeistance and in some sectors continue to advance . 

There are indications that the Japanese are still getti ng 
suppllee through to their t r oops on GUADALCANAL. Barrel s were 
found floating ott TA.SSAFARO!DA, GUADALCAN.AL. 

Single ene~ planes dropped bombs at irregular intervals 
in the vicinit y ot HENDERSON FIELD from 8:20 p .m. January 
21st to 4:15 a.m. January 22Dd. Anti-aircraft tire brought 
down one anemy plane. Incomplete reporte indicate that damage 
to our inat allationa was light. Three lllBn are known to bsve 
been killed and one wounded .• 

' 
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OO....tu UHITID STATI S fLIIT 

~ - I u n --~. w· iCM, O.C. 

~ll!i.I S~--~~-or-oa-·-•C.. 

~ 9 n ,rn , Jnnuary 21 1 l'l43 (Cont 1d . ) 

SOUTH PACIFIC AG'l'ION (Cont ' d . ) 

Tho Submari ne GRA1tPVS lator that day sank t11o enemy 
transports i n the same oonvoy that vtas attacked by the 
A!IGOIIAUT I 
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~E I .. "--··· .. ~ .. c. 9 o. , ., , anuary 21, 

._..<:'-~ ~I SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!i (Cont'd , } 

l'l43 • 

,\, 
At 3•30 a . m. January 20th, two Marauder s (B- 26 1 s) bombed 

o.nd scored one 500-l b . bomb hit on en anomy destr oyer off CAP~ 
FRIENDSHIP, SHORTLIIJID AREA , 

On the same day at about 8: 30 a.m. 1n the SBORTLAHD fll!EA 
six Flying Fortresses (B-17 ' s), escorted by fighter s , attacked 
an ene!JIY cargo vessel. Threo t'lyin& For tresses boMbed another l 
cargo vessel escorted by two destroyers. No hits were scored 
in either attack. A n>~ber of enemy Zeros and float biplanes 
attempted to intercept . Eight of these were sr~t down. One of 
our fighters crashed and four Flying Fortresses were damaged . 
A pilot and a bo~bardier were wounded . 

On January l 'lth. at 3 :07 p .a . an enecy !'orce of one 
heavy cruiser and seven destroyers was s1chted north of VELLA 
LA VELLA, northern island of JTJSW OEOROIA group , on a so> theasterly 
course , Apparently these ships waro en route to G:JADALCAI.AL 
under a weather front. An air striking group despatched to 
intercept was unable to locate its primary target and at 4:45 
p . m. bombed IJUJ.'DA , liE\'/ GEORGIA . 

At 9 : 20 a , m, January 21st . t!UNDA was bombed by threo 
L~raudors . Results were unobserved . 

A Flying Fortress on a reconnaissance mission on January 
19th . shot down two enemy Zeros and one probable . 

The Subaarine S~ORDFISH reports seorin& two hits on an 
enemy cargo vessel in an escorted convoy north of TOll OLE I, 
SHORTLA!ID AREA , 0:1 January 19th . 

On the same day the SUbmarine !IAUTIWS scored one hit 
on an eneJ~~Y heavy cruiser (llOOA!AI Class) south of BOOOi<IIiVILLE. 

The Submarine SILVEHSIDES reports three hits on a loaded 
tanker and five hits on three anomy cargo vessels in the vicinity 
or TRUK. Action on the part or the escorts prevented observation or results. In addi tion, one onomy submarino is reported sunk . 

The Submarine ARGONAUT is ove rdue and considered sunk. 
Apparently tho ARGOIIAUT was sunk by depth charge and gunfire 
about 80 miles south of RABAUL on January l Oth. while attacking 
an anomy convoy composed of tvto destroyers and five other ships . 
One of the enemy destroyers was torpedoed . This action was ob­
served by a u.s . Army plane . 
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S~~l\E T "'":::.-.=.:::~.~ 
~~ Q a . m. January 20 , 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!~ (Cqnt ' d , ) 

At 2 : 10 p .m. January 19th. ei&ht Flying Fortresses 
(B-17's), escorted by fighters, scored two direct hits 
on an ener.~y carco voue1 anchored in the SHOnTLAHD Al!EA . 
The ship was set on f ire . OUr fighter escort shot down 
two enemy float Zeros 1n the vicinity. Ono of our fieht­
ers is miss ing . 

On CUADALCANAL it is reported that during the per­
iod from January 13th. t o 17th. 1 1 032 of the enemy have 
been killed . 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine CRD.KLillG roports sinking a loaded 
enemy cargo vessel and its escort on January 16th. 1n the 
vicinity of liE\/ !!AllOVER, BISIJARCK ARCHIPELAGO. 
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se~f\ET ~:.-:..::.=:~ 
0~l 9 a .m. January 19 1 194) , 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont'd . ) 

Three of our submarines returning from patrol areas 
report as follows •-

The TRIGGER , in addi tion to laying a m1nefiold 
off I NUBOE ZAKI 1 HONSHU (JAPANESE ElJPlRE) 1 sank one 
destroyer, one seaplane tonder , and two cargo vassals . 

The TRITON damaged a tanker on January 13th. 
and in an attack on a convoy on January 16th. scored 
two hits on a large cargo vessel and one hit on a 
small cargo vessel , 

The \nulLS sank two combined cargo and passenger 
vessels in the IJARSHJ.LLS and CAROLI!IES AREAS . 
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KIADOU....,_ 01 ,_ OOaowma ar Oar 

•.aVT CG'.unalfT, WAI:IU:WCJfOK, D.C. 

9 a . m. January 1 , 1943. 

SQUIB PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

On t he night of January 15th . a Flying Fortrese (B- 17) dropped eight 500-lb, bombs on BALLALE SHORTLA!IDS 
AREA , The follo.,ing afternoon and evening thl.s aroa was bombed twice by Flyinc Fortresses and a large fire visible for 50 miles was started . 

Throe Catal 1nas (PBY ' s) dropped twelve 500- lb , bombs on I.!UNDA , IIEW GEOnGIA, on the night of January 15th . 

Five Flying For t resses bombed KAHIL! • SHO.il'l'LAJ,DS AREA , from 7 : 40 p, m, to 8 : 25 p . m. January ! 6th , Six 200-lb, and sixteen 500-lb. bombs ware dropped . After the bombing two large firos were visi ble for 50 miles . Although enemy planes were airborne , they did not attack. ~ter that night Catalinas aeain bon~·d the area , starting addi­tional fires . 

On GUADALCANAL our gr ound troops aro engaged in mop­ping up pockets of enemy resistance , The attack is procres­sing sati sfactoril y . I n addition to 19 prisoners being taken approximate ly 150 of the enemy were killed, and arms and am­
~1tion destroyed, 
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~fg_ .!l ~I 9 a . m. January 17 , 1943 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

On GUADALCAIIAL our reconnaissance in force contin­
ues to advance. Small gains were made against s t r onB 
enemy resistance. An enemy force of about one r egi ment 
is partially surrounded in the vicinity of l.lOU!lT AUSTEN. 

Enemy pl anes raided GUADALCN<AL at 7 : 57p. m. and 
8 : 50p. m. January 15th . In between these raids a single 
enemy plane sneaked in wi th a formation of our planes and 
dropped bombs near the airfield . Three of our men were 
sli ghtly i njured and one fighter damaged as a result of 
t his s neak bombing. 

Japanese planes were aga in over GUADALCANAL on the 
night of January 16th, 

At 12:55 p.m. January 16th, , six Marauders (B-26 ' s), 
escort ed by ei eht Aircobras (P- 39 's) and four Warhawks 
(P-40' s) , bombed MUNDA, NEll GEORGIA . A consi derable amount 
of smoke was saen i n the t aree t area after the bombs l anded 
in the vicinity of the runway. A varie t y of anti-a i rcraft 
fire was encounte red, 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine KINGFISH, r e t urning f rom patrol of tho 
EAST CHI NA SEA, reports sinking 14,000 tons of enemy ship­
pi ng , 
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i~'§.l 5 p ,11, January 16 1 1943, 

SOU'l'H PA\CIFIC ACTIO!f (CQ!lt 1d , l 

At 7•35 and 8135' p .m. January 14th. enemy bombers 
attacked GUADALCMIAL, Although there was no damage to our 
installations, personnel casualties were suffered. In­
co~plete reports indicate 10 dead , 5' se riously injured , and 
an undetermined number ot shrapnel injuries . 

The Destr oyer SHAW which grounded on January lOth . 
in BULARI PASSAGE !<S:I CALEDONIA, has bean floated and dry­
docked . Examination discloses extensive danage to the bot­
tom, but her structural strength has not been seriously 
impaired . It is planned to make the vessel watorticht and 
sail or tow he r to PEARL HA!Il!O:l in abottt two weeks . 
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, SOOT!J PACIFIC ACTIO!i (Cont 'JL.l 

On OUADALCAIIAL our reconnai sso.nce .in ~", supported -.mr air , ~onti~advanau~ -.An.. additional 3,000 toiti-fo--
yaras nave be~~ r~eJi Jl£&1ns t Stitt QW)JilY ~~Sistan~a.; force llfij&l j'gP;g: f_bee[LSUrrpupded pn thet:fhiies l®.Uf 
1. • r "' • n J.CAti AI., On January 15th. one of our planes 
patrollins in the vicinity of LUJ:GA, GUADALCA!;At, shot down 
three eneQY Zeros. 
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, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 

This reconnaissance plane reported the foll o11ing enemy 
vessels in the FAlSI AREA:-

1 Light Cruiser, 
1 Transport, 
2 Cargo Vessels, 
4 Flying Boats, and 

Some small craft . 

Twelve enemy float Zero planes were airborne, but did no t at­
tack. Anti-aircraft fire was encountered from ship and shore 
batteries. 

At 3 :40 p .m., January 15th., nine Flying Fortresses 
escorted by four Aircobras, four War hawks (P- 40 1 s}, and six 
Lightnings (PJ38's}, dropped 72 - 500-lb . bombs on five enemy 
destroyers 37 miles southeast of FAlSI . No hits were scored . 
However t at b in vicinit were shot 

The enemy sur ace orcas 

Later in the afternoon of January 15th . twelve Daunt­
less Dive Bombers, escorted by seven Wildcats and six Air­
cobras, were despatched to bomb the five enemy destroyers pre­
vi ously attacked by the Flying Fortresses . The dive bombers 
were unable to locate their targets, but at 5: ;(!; p.m. sighted 
and bombed an enemy ar vessel 37 miles northwest of MUND 
Two hits nd four verv nea m p 
se • ers shot down of twe ve ene 

ros that o.ttempted to n ercep , One 1'111 ca 

A Flying Fortress on an evening reconnaissance flight 
January 15th. s i ghted the following enemy vessels in the SHORT­
LANDS AREA:-

6 Destroyers, 
1 Transport, 
4 Car go vessels , 

At 5: 50 p . m. one destroyer1 escorting two enemy cargo vessels L . 
was sighted 12 miles off tne southeast coast of CHOISEIL ISLAND 
on course 3000, speed 15. At 6 p.m. two additional destroyers 
were s i ghted about 37 miles northwest of M1J1IDA on course 300°, 
speed 25. 
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-' - 10 a . m. January 16 1 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI Oll (Cant 1 d . } 

On the night of January 14th- 15th . a Catalina (PBY) 
sight ed five enemy destroyers escorting three cargo vessels 135 
miles northwest of GUADALCANAL. The enemy force was tracked to 
SAVO ISLAl1D. Later, at 12 :30 a . m. two enemy ships wore observed 
burning and underway at 20 knots on a northwest course in the 
vici nity of CAPE ESPEMHCE. Apparentl y these ships were attacked 
by our forces at sometime prior to 12: 30 a.m. , January 1 5th. 
Contact with the enemy force was lost by the search plane when 
about 65 miles northwest of GUADALCAt1AL. 

At 12:38 a .m., January 15th., another Catalina search 
plane sighted and attacked five enemy destroyers 16 miles north­
east of RUSSELL ISLAJ1D. Four 500-lb. bombs were dropped, scor­
ing one hi t and two near misses on one ship , 11hich started to 
burn. Two additional enemy destroyers were observed between 
SAVO and RUSSI::LL ISLAtiDS. These ships are believed to have been 
leaving t he GUADALCA1~AL AREA when sighted . 

Later that morning , at ? :35 a.m., fifteen Dauntless Dive 
Bombers (SBD ' s) 1 escorted by twelve Wildcats (F4F- 4's) and four 
Aircobras (P- 39's), attacked nine enemy destroyer s 140 miles 
northwest of LUHGA, GUADALCAHAL . T'lrelve enemy land Zeros attempted 
to intercept, of which eight were shot down . One of our dive 
bombers wes forced down and five fighters are missing. Our dive 
bombers pressed home the bombi ng attack and heavily damaged two 
enemy destroyers. 

A Flying Fortress (B-17) on a photocraphic reconnaissance 
missi on sighted, at 8:45 a .ln. January 15th. , two l arge enemy des­
troyers stopped and one possibly smoking, screened by three other 
destroyers, in a position about 150 miles northwest of GUADAL­
CANAL. These ships, when approached by our aircraft, got under­
way and when las t seen at 10 :15 a . m. 50 miles west of their pre­
vious position were Mk1ng good about six knots on a course of 
3000. 

A second group of enemy destroyers was sighted by the 
sOEe plane at 9•50 a .m. approximately 200 miles northwest of 
GUADALCAJ<AL on course 3000 1 speed upwards of 30 knots . 
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A Catali.na (PBY ) droppod four 500-lb . boMbs and eight 
mortar shells on !..'liNDA, IIE\'1 GEORGIA on t ho night of January 
l3th.-l4th. Results were unobserved . Although heavy anti­
aircraft fire was encountered, our plane returned without 
damage . 

SORIJiol Village (three mil es east of BUllA Airdrone) was 
bombed by a Catalina at l a.m. January 14th. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!' (Cont ' d . ) 

Suppl ementing the report of the motor torpedo boat en­
gagement \91th enemy destroyers on the night or January lOth.­
l lth,, a further report states that eight enemy destroyers 
were on the scene of action , OUr forces scored three torpedo 
hit s on two enemy ships and possibly two more on a third. 

OUr ground forces observed enemy troop movements from the 
northwest coast t oward KOK\r.JBONA which pr obably indicates that 
the Japanese compl eted at l east a partially successful landing 
by means of small boats loaded with troops towed by four of the 
destroyers . The following morning a large quanti ty of enemy 
supplies f l oating in the vicinity were destroyed. 

The rainy conditions on GUADALCAiiAL are somewhat delaying 
our operations. However, our gr ound troops supported by the 
air force conti nue to advance , On January 12th. one of our di ve 
bomber s vias sho t down by enemy small arms anti- aircraft fire 
while dropping propaganda l eaflets over enemy lines . 

A report received indicates that at least twelve enemy air­
craft on Lru!IDA Airfield were burned in a bombing attack by our 
forces on January 12th. 

At 3 p . m. January 13th . , six Marauders (B-26 ' s) escorted 
by ei ght Aircobras (P-39's) and f i ve Lightnings (P-3S' s) , bomb­
ed REKATA BAY . Due to poor visibility , results of the attack 
are unknown . 

On January 13th. a r econnaissance plane over BUill Harbor , 
SHORTLMIDS AREA , observed fourteen enemy ships , including at 
least four cargo vessels . On the same day at 9 :25 a . m. an enemy 
cargo ship escorted by a destroyer was observed north of 
BOUGAIIIVILLE ISLAIID proceeding on a southerl y course . 

Nat1•1e reports indicate that enemy shipping is located in 
KESSA (QUEEN CAROLA Harbor , BUKA ISLAIID) . 

On January 11th. a reconnaissance plane attached to the 
Southwest Pacific cornnand reports s i ghting 62 ships, including 
a possible aircraft carrier, in SII.lPSOli Harbor (RABAOL, NEYI BRITAIN) . 

The Submarine A!.lBERJACK report s possible damage to an enemy 
cargo ship southeast of SHORTLAND ISLAJID on December 15th . 
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There is no further repor t of results on the early morn­
ing action of January 11th . between enemy destr oyers and our 
mo tor tor pedo boats reported in the morning Summary of January 
11th. However , it is believed by Commander South Pacific that 
the enemy force probably consis ted of four destroyers with 
another force of four destroyers covering , though not sighted 
in the vicinity of the action . 

Four enemy destroyers were observed returning to FAlSI , 
SHORTLAND Area , and three straggling enemy destroyers were 
also seen at 3 :20 p .m. on January 11th . about 70 miles south­
east of SHORTLAND ISLAI!D. One shi p in the second group was 
t railing oil . 

On the morning of January 11th. a lone enemy raider over 
GUADALCAiiAL dropped five bombs on the area southwest of the 
airfield , killing one and wounding sixteen . 

Offensive reconnaissance operations in force are contin­
uing satisfactorily on GUADALCAIIAL. Some enemy st rong points 
have been pocketed . Preparations are underway for a coordin­
ated attack by the Tvtenty- Fi fth Infantry Division and the 
Second Marine Division . 

On the ni ght of January 12- 13th. a Catalina dropped four 
500-lb, bombs and thirty mort ar shells on MUIIDA. 

At 7 :30a .m. January 13th. six ~~rauders (B- 26 ' s) , escor t ­
ed by e i ght Aircobras (P- 39 ' s) and three Liehtnings (P- 38's) 
bombed MONDA. Resul t s were not determined . No air resistance 
was encount ered. However , heavy anti-a irc raft fire was ob­
served . All of our planes r eturned without damage , 

Tbe Submarine GRAL~US , patrolli ng north ST . GEORGE ' S 
CHANNEL, repor ts the following :-

Sank one enemy cargo vessel and one enemy des­
troyer (date unlmol'm) . 

On January lOth. sank two or possible three enemy 
t r ansports . 
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, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (.«.rmt~'LJ. 

On January lOth., nt 6 :15a. m. , while approachin& 
NOJl.IEA, the U.S. S. SHAW, Destroyer, grounded 1n BIJLA.RI PAS­
SAGE, The forward pnrt of the ship is dry 1 but the encino 
and fir erooms are flooded to about five foot and both screws 
are broken . While all salvage facilit ies are being e"'ployed 
to refloat the ship , there is a possibility that she mny 
be lost , 
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El even Dauntl ess dive bombers (SBD ' s) and twelve 
1'/ild cats (Grumman ' s ) f r om GUADALCANAL vrere attacked midway 
between t he islands of SANTA ISABEL and !ID."I GEORGIA at 
8 : 40 a . m. January 11th, by a force of twel ve J apanese Zeros . 
Four Zer os were shot dovm and the probabili ty of an addi­
t i onal t vro being destroyed appeared to be confirmed by later 
repor ts that only six Zeros landed at LlUJIDA Ai rfield . One 
Wildcat failed to return . 

At 9 : 30a . m. January 11th ., five IJarauders (B- 26 ' s) 
escorted by eight Ai rcobras (P- 39 ' s ) l'fe r e over IJUIIDA Air­
field , NEW GEORGIA . Because the tar .,et was obscured by 
clouds, t he damage inflic ted by the few bombs dropped is 
unknown. 
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1943. 

On GUADALCANAL at 6 :20a. m. January lOth., twelve Air­
cobras (P-39 's) with bombs and twelve Dauntless (SBD's) armed 
\Vith depth charges attacked enemy positions following an 
arti l lery barrage . Preliminary reports from our advancing 
ground troops indicate that t here was little enemy resistance 
left 1n the area bombed . 

On January 11th ., a t 12 :30 a . m. a Catali na (PBY) found 
an enemy cruiser and three destroyers between CAPE ESPERANCE 
and SAVO ISLAND . The enemy position was marked with float 
lights and P.T. boats were directed to the scene . The Catalina 
was driven off at 1:15 a .m. by anti- aircraft fire , and because 
of an enemy smoke screen she lost contact . A search until 
4: 00 a . m. failed t o locate the enemy vessel s again. No report 
has been received as to the action taken by the P. T. 1 s . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd , } 

At 10120 a . m. and 11 •00 a . m. January 8th . three 
Marauder s (B-261 s ) escort ed by eight Ai rcobras /P- 39 ' s) and 
six Dauntless di ve bombers (SBD' s) bombed Mtn;DA Airfield , 
NE\'1 GEORGIA. 

Three f i res were started and a direct hit was made on a 
gun emplacement. The dive bombers, concentrating upon another 
section of the field ' s anti-ai rcraft protection , silenced it 
but the extent of the damage is not known . 

The rai d revealed a new anti-aircraft emplacement on 
lo!BILI MBILI I SLAND 1 two miles east of L!UIIDA POINT. 

During the night of January 8th-9th . M\Jl:OA was bombed 
by our Cat alina ' s (PBY's) . One plane is believed to have scored 
a direct hit on an anti-air craft battery of four guns on UUJ, OA 
POINT . 

In both instances al l of our planes returned safely . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC AC:UOU (Cont 1 d , ) 

At 3•45 p . m. January 7th . si x ~~rauders (B- 26 ' s ) 
and twelve Aircobras (P-39 ' s) attacked REKATA, SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND. A fire was s tar ted and two enemy f l oat 
plnnes were damaged . Two or our planes were shot down by 
anti-aircraft f i re . 

A number of our planes strafed a camouflaged enemy 
sloop off KOLOKALE POI NT (south coast of SAI~A ISABEL IS­
LAIII> , 

llati ve r epor ts indicate that the recent bombings of 
SUl<A, north end of BOUGAiliVILIL ISLA!ID, damaced eleven twin­
motored enemy planes and blasted a searchlight, 

On the morning or January 8th . five Flying Fortresses 
(B-l? ' s) bombed the vi llages of POKPOP ,TOBROI , and PIDIA on 
SOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Twelve Zeros attacked our bomber s . 
Two Zeros wer e shot down, All or our planes returned , al­
though three of our bombers were damaged . The bo~bing of 
these villages was under taken at the request of a coas t 
watcher who r eported that t he population had taken unfriend­
ly act ion acainst him and wero making his position un tenable . 
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January 7 , 1942. 

O. N. I . estiaates for Japanese merchant vessels sunk 
or da~aged by U.S. submarines are as follows (gross tons):-

Period 

7 Dec-1 Jan 194·3 

7 Dec-1 Nov 1942 

1 Oct- 31 Oct 1942 

~ 

823,165 

739,270 

110,991 

ll!!!!l!IGgsl ~ 

800, 000 l ,623 ' 165 

676,000 1,415,270 

62,000 172,991 

~<f. . 
C. Ll . COOKE , Jr . , 

Rear Adoi ral, U. S. !Ia vy, 
Assistant Chie! o! Sta!f (Plans) . 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . l 

At 7:30a .m. January 7th. four Marauders (B- 251 s) 
dropped 50 - 100-l b . bombs on l.nJllDA Air Field 1 NE\7 GEORGIA . 
Two enemy anti- aircraft guns were possibly destroyed and an 
enemy bomber on the ground possibly damaged . Enemy anti­
aircraft fire was light and inaccurate. Our planes r eturned 
undaMaged. 
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At 12: 30 p .m. January 6th. eight Flying Fortresses (B-17's) 
escorted by four Lightnings (P- 38 ' s) and s i x Warhawks (P- 40 ' s) 
bombed an enemy transport anchored off FAURO ISLAND , SBORTLAND 
AREA. Three near misses wer e observed , one of uhich may have 
been a possi bl e hit on the s t ern of the vesse l . The ship was 
seen to list. Bombs were also dropped on KAlliLI Airport , BUitl. 
Observation of the damage was obscured by haze . The f ollow­
i ng enemy shi ps were observed by our fighter planes in the 
SHORTLAJID AREA:-

2 larce and 2 small warships in TONOLEI Harbor; 
1 Destroyer off FAURO ISLAND. 
In addition, 44 flying boats in SHORTLAND Harbor . 

All of our planes returned . 

At noon January 6th. a Flying Fortress dropped four 1000-lb . 
bombs on the ~~A Airport . Thi s pl ane encounter ed l a rge 
caliber anti - aircraft fire . 

PACIFIC 

Our submarines returning from patrol repor t the following : ­

HALIBUT - Sank one enemy transpor t and three cargo vessels 
off the nort her n t ip of HONSHU (Japanese Empire) . 

GRAYBACK - Sank an enemy submarine south of RENDOVA ISLAND 
(west of NEW GEORGIA) and destroyed by machine 
gun fire four enemy barees . 

PLUNGER - On December 16th , sank an enemy destroyer and 
anot her enemy destroyer on December 17th . 

SARGO - Sighted an enemy aircraft carrier 3' miles south­
east of LORENGAU , lrlAJfUS ISLAl>ID (BISMARCK 
ARCHIPELLAGO Area) , 
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.... ~ 'J" - - - SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Oont ' a . ) 

Supplementi ng the r e!)or t on the 1.!UNDA, NE\1 GEOI\CIA, bombard ­
ment of Janua.ry 5th:-

The bombardment wes execut ed as scheduled from 
1 a .m. to 1 : 50 a . m. 2800 - 6" and 1300 - 5" shells were 
fired , all of which landed in the target area. 

In an attack by f i ve enemy med i um bombers at 9 : 35 
a .m. January 5th southwes t oi' GUADP~ChN/>~, the Australian 
Light Cruiser ACHILLES received one bomb hit on No . J 
turret . I n addition to the t urret being put out of 
action, s i x men were killed and a even wounded . (This 
apparently i s the same en&~y air atteck south of 
GUADALCANAL as r eported in yesterday ' s Summary) . 

Ai r attacks on M\JNDA , Nli:•. GEORGIA, continue . At 10:40 a . m. 
January 5th, nine Mar auders (B- 26 ' s) bombed MONDA. The domage 
could not be observed . 

At 4 p .m. January 5th, five Fly ill& Fortresses (B-17 ' s) 
·escorted by s i x Lightnings (P- 38 ' s ) dropped 20 - 1000-lb. bo~bs 
on an enemy heevy cruiser e t BOIN, SHORTLAND AREA. No hi ts were 
scored. Our fighters were· attacked by 25 enemy Zeros and float 
biplanes . Two enemy pl anes were shot down and probably t wo 
additional. We lost t110 or our fighter planes. 

The following enemy ships were observed in the SHORTLAND AREJ.:-

4 Cargo vessels ; 
'• Destroyers ; 
1 Battleship off PUP~h\JNA POINT, TONOLEI Harbor , 

BOOGAINVILLE ISLAND. 

Enemy i nfiltration into NJi:V, GEORGIA Areas apparent l y continues . 
Small craft and barge tra ffi c is active. 200 Japanese a r e repor ted 
on VAGUNU ISLAND, Southern NIW GEOilGIA, and 40 more on hiCKllAM 
I SLAND, sout her n end or Nli:(/ GEORGI A. 

Coast wat chers have reaffirmed the sinking of an enemy light 
cruiser or destroyer on December 26th near I'/I CKHA11 I SLAND. 

' Flying Fortresses attacked an enemy trru1sport in the 
SHORTLAND AREA and scored a single hit. 

On G\JADALCANAL our troops are engaged in mopping up the 
enemy in the MOUNT AUSTEN Sec t or. 84 Japanese are r eported 
killed . (This number proba bl y included in the 150 enany killed 
reported in yesterday ' s Summary). 
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UUNDA, NEW GEORGIA , wns bombarded from 1 :00 a , m, to 
1 : 50 a .m. January 5th, i nstead ot' from midnight to 1: ~0 a , m, 
as previ ously reported. 
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•41 SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOjl (Cont'd. l 

Air attacks on IJ!JJJ>.I. , "t.t::l GEORGIA, continue. The area 
was bombed by two Catalinas at 2 a . m., January 4th , and again 
at 5 p . m. by a Flying Fortress. In the evening at 5:45 twelve 
dive bombers escorted by fighters, dropped t welve 500-lb. 
bombs on ant!-aircrart pos i tions, taxiways , and r urn•ays . Only 
one plane was observed on the ground which was pr obably des­
troyed . There was no shipping present . The anti-aircraft 
fire was considerably lighter and all or our planes r etnrned . 

A bombardment gr oup consisting or the NASHVI LLE , LOUIS­
VILLE, and I:!ELEliA bombarded L!Ol'IDA from midnight to 1 : 50 a . 1:1 . 
January 5th. Two Catalinas over UU!IDA observed our naval 
shelling. They r epor ted t hat the area from the tip of UUIIDA 
POlliT to the northeast end of the runway end the bivouac area 
were thoroughly bombarded . Three fires were started . Flares 
were observed over our ships although no enemy vessels wore 
sighted . Our bombardment group was seen r eturning 20 miles 
due south or 1.!111/DA on a southerly cour se at 2 5 knots at 2: 30 
a .m. 

At 9 :40 a . m. this bombardment group was attacked by ten 
enemy dive bombers and fifteen Zeros orr the southern coast of 
GUADALCANAL. Four Wildcats (F4F-4 1 s) intercepted and shot do1m 
four enemy bombers and probabl y two additional . OUr planes re­
turned safely after the enemy planes reti red. There hove been 
no reports of daoage to our ships. 

Our f orces on GUADALCM<AL a ttacked and gained the high 
gr ound in the vicinity or L!OUJ;T AUSTI:.l1 and captured an enemy 
field piece . Six enemy counterattacks were thrown back with 
150 Japanese killed. Patrols in other sectors killed 20 addi­
tional Japanese and captured howitzer mortars and light mach­
ine guns. 

The vessel THOMAS EDISO!I aground on TURTLE ISLAt/0 (equi­
di stant be t ween SUVA and TONGATABU) and consider ed a total 
loss was completely destroyed by e hurricane on January 2nd. 

PACIFIC 

The Army photo plene forced down 200 miles southwest or 
IUD'IIAY ISLMID is now considered lost. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont 1d . ) 

On January 2nd . at ll t 40 p .m. eleven of our mot or t or­
pedo boats (1"1' 1$) from GUADALCAtlAL engaged e i ght enemy des­
troyers in isolated engagements. Six of our PT ' S attained 
firing posi t ions and report scoring one hi t on a destroyer 
and three probable hits on two other destroyers . One PT was 
slightly damaged by spl inte rs f r om bombs dr opped by enemy 
pl anes. 

It is bel ieved that no enemy t roops were landed but a 
considerable amount of supplies were throvm into the water 
by the enemy to drift ashore . Suppl ies i ncl uded rice packed 
in drun1s 1 concentrated foods in waterproof conta iners and 
six inch ammunition . 

Whatever supplies tha t were visibl e i n the water after 
dayli ght were destroyed by our t orpedo boats and subchasers . 

The second increment of the 2$t h . Division, U. S. Army, 
completed landing on GUADALCANAL on January ) rd . The third 
and l ast i ncrement arrives on January 4th. 

On January 3rd . five Flying Fortresses in a bombing 
attack on the BUIN AREA , BOUGAINVJLLE ISLAND, scored near 
misses onl y . They observed 2) ships, 11 of which were com­
bat ant. 

Also on January )rd . six Flying Fortresses bombed utnlDA1 
~V GEORGIA, and received heavy anti- aircraft fire . 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine PORPOISE on patr ol in the waters north­
east of HONSHU (Japanese Empire) reports sinking one and pos­
sibl y two enemy cargo vessels on January l st. 
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SOUTH PACfi'IC ACT l Oll (Cont 1 d . ) 

On Deceobar )lst. at 4:)0 p. M. tho Submarine SEARAVEl: 
attacked an eneoy convoy of three sMall VArus escorted by a 
destroyer and two corvettes 15 miles wast of A1!BON , CERAU 
(NETHERLA1:0S EAST INDIES ) . Two torpedo hits were scored on 
the destroyer and one on a l~ru , Observation of final re­
sults was prevented by counter nttnok of the corve t tes . 
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Patrol activi ty on GUADALCANAL continues . An additional 
30 to 35 of the enemy have been killed , Japanese soldiers en­
gaged by our patrols appear healthy and well equipped. 

Our forces are about to resume attacks from positions on 
MOUNT AUSTEN, GUADALCANAL ( threo miles south of LUliGA shore Uno) . 

Japanese artillery shelled our positions . Increased eneny 
activity has been observed in the vicinity of KOKUloiBONA , GUADAL­
CA!IAL, 

Fortresses attached to the SOUTH PACIFIC comr~ hit e 
large warship during the bombi.ng of RABAOL, NEW BRITAIN, on 
January 1st. 

At 5:05p.m., January 2nd., our search pl anes observed ten 
enemy destroyers 30 miles northwest of RENDOVA ISLAND apparently 
headed for GOADALCANAL. 

At 6 p.m., the enemy ships, protect~d by ten Zeros and one 
diva bomber wer e attacked by nine of our dive bombers escorted 
by four Wildcats (F4F-4 1 s) and five Lightnings (P- 38 ' s ). One 
enemy des troyer was left burning badly and another appeared to 
be sinking, The formation was sean to change f r om a southeaster­
ly course towards Wl'/DA 1 NEW Gi:;ORGIA. 

Evidently a part of the enemy destroyer force reached 
GUADALCANAL as reports indicate enemy destr oyers to have bean re­
tiring from CAPE EISPERAIICE 1 GUADALCA!IAL 1 since 1 : 56 e , m, 1 Jan­
uary )rd. Our attack planes have been unable to locate these 
retiring ships. 

At ~~A, ll&f GEORGIA, enemy activity continues. Their 
aircraft have been heard landing during the night of January 2nd. 
A small transport was observed at the J.!Ul:DA Wharf . A radar in­
stallation was also seen. 

At 7 t25 a . m., January 3rd ., nine dive bombers , four Light­
nings , four Aircobras 1 and seven Wildcats bombed 11\JNDA Airport . 
No enemy planes were l .n the 111r or on the f i e l d , Anti-aircrnft 
fire was heavY from the north of the west end of tho runway. 
Three guns received direct hits, All of our planes returned, 
although some were slightly damaged. 

PACIFIC 
IIID'.TAY forces have not as yet found any survivors from the 

Army photo plane forced down 200 llliles sou thwest of IIID','/AY I SLAIID. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont 1 d . l 

Silt J.!arauders, nine dive boobers , escorted bY eight WUd­ceta (F4F- 4 ' s) 1 four Aircobras , and four Kittyhawks dropped 
28 - 5QO-lb, and l? - 100-lb . bombs on anti -aircraft installa­t i ons and t axiways a t MUNDA Airfield . Hits were soorad on si x anti-a i rcraft implacements off the eastorn end of tho fie ld and and one direct hit on a building, The anti-aircraft fire en­
countered was moderate. Photos raphs were obtained. 
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, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

At 8 •05 a . m. January 1st . our di ve bombers dropped 12 
500-l b , and 24 100-lb. bombs on a position near KOKUMBONA, 
GUADALCANAL, reported to be the location of enemy division 
headquarters. Observation of the results was prevented by 
jungle growth. 

On January 1st . at 7 a.m. nine Marauders (B-26 ' s) f rom 
GOADALCANAL escort ed by four Aircobras (P- 39 ' s) , three Light­
nings (P- 38 's) and four Kittyhawks (P-40 ' s) bombed the runway 
and living area on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA . Although heavy anti­
aircraft fire was encountered, all planes returned undamaged. 

At 9 a .m. January 1st. a search plane from OUADALCM~AL 
reports sight i ng four cruisers or battl eships and six destroy­
ers in the SHORTLAl;t> AREA , between MOILA POINT and SHORTLAND 
ISL~ . In addi t i on, two destroyers were sighted in SHORTLAllD 
Harbor, two cargo vessel s i n TONOLEI Harbor , and one transport 
near l4AIFU IS~~ , SHORTLAND Area . 

Five Fortresses from GUADALCANAL escor ted by five 
nings at 2:26 p . m. January 2nd . dr opped 40 500- lb. bombs 
ten enemy destroyers 30 miles south of SHORTLAND ISLMlD. 
destroyers continued undamaged on a southeaster ly course 
high speed, - apparently toward LfinlDA . 

Light-
on 

The 
at a 

The Submarine G~OUPER returning from patrol of the waters 
west and southwest of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND reports the following:-

December 8 - Possibly damaged a 4 , 000-ton enemy cargo 
vessel 25 m.iles off t he northwest coast 
of BOUGAI NVILLE ISLAND. 

December 17- Sank an enemy car go vessel of 8 ,360 tons 
(HOKAI MARU Class) 20 miles northwest of 
BUKA ISLAND. 

The auxiliar y- ocean going tug GREBE which grounded early 
in December on TURTLE ISLAND (equidistant between SUVA and 
TONGATABU) while attempt ing to sal vage the cargo vessel THOMAS 
EDISON is considered a total loss. The EDISO!I is a l so reported 
a total l oss, but the major part of her cargo has been sal vaged. 
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~ ~~ I 9 a .m. January 1 , 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI Oll (Cont 1d . ) 

OUr air attacks on WNDA , NEW GEORGIA , continue . At 4130 p ,m, December 31 , six Mnrauder s (B-26 1 s ) from GUADAL­CAIIAL escor t ed by four Li ghtni ngs (p:..38 1 s)c\ four Ai rcobras (P- 39' s) and four Wildcats (F4F- 4 1 s) bombe the MUNDA Air­
field . Anti- eircraft fire encountered was heavy but not ef­fective , 

On GUADALCANAL our patrols on December 31st . killed 
twenty mor e Japanese . 

The Submarine GREENLING returning from patrol reports 
sinki ng two enemy car go vessels off the ADUIRALTY IS~~S and an enemy destroyer north of BOUGAI!IVILLE STRAIT, SOLOiiOl: 
ISLA!IDS . 
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§ ~<,:.1}; ! 9 a .m. December 31 1 1942. <) .., 
~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd . ) 

At 2:00 a.m. on December 30th . four Aircobras (P-39's) 
and seven Wildcats (F4F-41 s) from OUADALCMIAL attacked and 
destroyed five small enemy bar~:es at VAOUJIU ISLAIID (south end 
of ~'i:il GEORGIA Group). There was no opposition encountered. 

On the same day a t 6 a . m. seven Dauntless (SBD ' s) dive 
bombers escorted l?Jr seven Vlildcats bombed REKATA BAY (SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND). 500 and 100-lb . bombs were dropped on now 
buildings on PAPATURA ISLAllD (east side of liEKATA BAY) . Fi ght­
ers strafed other buildings. Although there was little sign 
of activity, slight anti-aircraft fire was encountered. 

On December 29th. search planes strafed three enemy float 
plan.es on the water 1n REKATA BAY. 

At dawn on December 39th. a Dauntless dive bombe r des­
troyed an enemy 5" or 6" gun on GUADALCA!IAL. 

Catalinas harassed IJUllDA 1 NEW GEORGIA, 
and 30th.l dropping bombs and mortar shells . 
aircraft rire was encount e red. 

on December 29th. 
Heavy anti-

There is indication of barge activity and unloading in 
the l!IJIIDA Area 1 NE\7 GEORGIA, 

A native patrol on SANTA ISABEL ISLA!~ attacked 24 
Japanese, killing 21. 

- 198 -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
~ UK,TJD STATE S FLEET 

S 
Hu.ootl.vr81 or ,.. COIIowal • c-E' T .... " .,...,..,..,. ... 210140.0. 

~ alI 9 a .c . December 30, .. ~ 1942 • 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont' d , ) 

On OUADALCANAL patrol activity continues . On December 
27th. Marines killed 110 or the enemy . An Army patrol killed 
4 Japanese and lost 2 killed . 

Our lolarines in an exchange or artillery and mortar fire 
destroyed one machine gun, one mortar, and probably killed 30 
to 40 or the enemy. They subsequently ambushed and killed 11 
m.ore Japanese . Marine losses 2 killed , l wounded. 

On December 29th. OOADALCMIAL air forces twico bombed , 
strafed and sank two enemy cargo vessels in WICKHALI Anchorage 
(southeast end of NEW GEORGIA Group) . 

An Army photo plane returning from Y/AKE ISLAJID 1s re­
ported down et s ea 200 ai1les southwest or l.IIIJ',fAY ISLAJID. Res­
cue operations are underway. 
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.§ #_ II - 9 a . lll. Decolllber 29 1 1942. , ..., 
,P SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON {Cont t d. ) 

The Submar i ne TRITON reports sinking an enemy car go 
vessel near MOKIL ISLAND {CAROLINE ISLANDS) , and an oil 
tanker off I'IAKB ISLAND. 

The Submarine ALBACORE reports sinking one enemy trans­
port of 6 1000 tons off J.!ADAJ10 1 !lEW GUINEA. 

The Neval Cargo Vessel ALCHIBA twice torpedoed (Nove:ber 
28 and December 7) and aground near I..UROA Pon;r, GUAOALCAJ1AL 1 since llovembor 28 1 bas been floated and t owed to TULAOI for 
f'urth •r repairs . 
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~ ~~ 9 a.m. December 28, 1942 
~ 

"0~..., SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!! (Cont 1d , }. 

At dawn, December 27, search planes discovered 30 para­
chutes with carao at TASSAFA.Ro::oA, OUADALCAJIAL. These enemy 
supplies were subsequently bombed and strafed by P-39'• (Air­
cobras) , 

Twelve Dauntless Dive Bombors and fourteen Aircobras at 
1145 a .m. Decombor 27 bombed and strafed an enemy bivouac area 
fifteen miles above KOJ(UMBONA on GUADALCArlAL, 

A coast watcher reported that a second ship sank as a 
resul t or the dive bombing attack on ene!lly vPssels near 17ICIOIAU 
ISLAUD, lffi'.V GEORGIA. This attack was executed at 2:10 p.m. De­
cember 26th, GUADALCANAL time and not on December 25th, as pre­
viously reported. 

On December 26th. a force of GUADALCA!IAL di ve bombers and 
!ighters bo~:~bed and strafed IJU!IDA Airfield, !lEW GEORGIA , 

Enemy barge and small craft acti v1ty in the WESTER!! !1£',7 
GEORGIA Group continues . 

At REKATA SANTA ISABEL ISLAND and BUKA , north ond of 
BOUGA!NILLE ISLAND, according to natives, our recent air raids 
have been highly effective. There has been considerable des­
truction of enemy aircraft, fuel dumps and shore installations . 
In R.EKATA BAY a direct hit was scored on an enemy subcarine on 
December 16th. 

The Submarine I'IAHOO returning fro~:~ patrol of the SOLOilO!IS 
sea area reports as follows:-

December lOth. - Sank a 5,644-ton cargo or passenger ves­
sel. 

December 14th. - Sank a Japanese submarine of the I-2 
Cl ass (1950 tons) . 

The Submarine SAILFISH reports torpedoing a Japanese sub­
marine near N£'~ BRITAIN, BISUARCK Archipelago. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACl'ION (Cont-'A....l 

On December 25 a force ot dive bombers from GUADAL­
CANAL in an attack on a small group ot enemy ships sank 
a 3, 000-ton vessel near IVIC!OIAJJ ISLAND , NEW CEORGit 

The SUbmar ine SEADRAC0!1 reports sinking an enemy sub­
marine (I- 68 type, 1400 tons) and a cargo vessel . 

Six DOtor torpedo boats operating from MILNE BAY, tn>.l 
GUINEA and TUFI BAY , NE\1 GUIKEA, since Deceober 17th. report 
the following, 

On the ni ght of December 2)rd . they destroyed by 
gunfire and grenades a lQO-tt . enemy schooner. They 
also strafed six enemy landing barges ott llOL!IICOTE 
BAY, 1\"E':I GUINEA. 

On the night of December 24 th. they sank two 
loaded Japanese barges in DOUGLAS Harbor (1/2 mile sou th 
ot CAPE \'lARD BUllT , NEW OUINJ::A) . 

On December 25th. they sank an enemy submarine orr 
KUL!USI , (Near OONA 1 11E::1 GUINEA) . The submarine was at­
tacked on the surface and was seen to break in halt 
after being struck by at least two tor pedoes . 
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26 , 1?42. 

SQUTR PaCIFIC ACTIQN (Cort'd . ) 

During the attack on \7AJ<E ISLAIID on the night of 
December 22/23 1 138 - 500 lb. bo~bs and 18 incendiary clusters 
were dropped from a height of 4 1000 feet. Photographic mis­
sion after attack was unsuccessful due to bad weather . Every 
indication shows attack a complete surprise and only two bombs 
reported as mi ssing the island. Extensive damage was done to 
enemy installations . We suffered no casualties and all of 
our planes returned with only two slightly damaged . 

A report has been received (orisinator as yet undeter­
mined) states that 11 Flying Fortresses took off between 11 
p. o . and 12:30 a.m. on the night or 25-26 December to attack 
enemy ships i.n RABAUL Harbor. The first two planes arrived 
at 3 :30a. m. and dropped 16 - 500 lb . bombs on the ships in 
the inner harbor. Three hits were reported on a l arge trans­
por t or cargo carrier and seven near misses on threo small 
cargo carriers . Four additional planes arrived over target 
area between 4:15 and 5:00a. m. No ships in harbor were s1ehtod . 
One of these planes bombed LUKUNAI Airfield one bombed the 
wharf area 1 one missed a heavy cruiser in ST . GEORGE CHAIII IEL , 
and one plano failed to rel ease its bombs. Of the five planes 
not reaching the targe t area, one bombed BUKA and the others 
jettisoned their bombs. All planes returned safely . 
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25 , 1')42 . 

SOIJI'X P/.CIHC ,.CTIOI: (Cont • d) . 

On t he morning of December 24th , nine Deu n tless •e with 
an e:tuul nUI1lbe r of Airecobres nnd four 1/ildcuts from Gt;ADAL­
CI.NAL , attacked t.:tJND/, /.erdrone . Our J'l bnes encountered e igh t 
Japanese zeroe e.t 12 ,0 00 fee~ but only four nt~eckcd end t hey 
were shot down by the ILirecobre.s . About twent y more pllilles were 
caught e.t teapt.ing to t oke- off e nd ten of t hese were shot down 
in the e.ir by the >:ildcats . The remaining ten , gr oHped e.t t he 
end of the r unway , were destroyed by our dive bo'l!bers . Two 
other Jercnese planes were stra fed in their revetments . 

Weak a nti-air craft fire W!<S silenced \/hen our Dllunt.less •.s 
d ived . All of cur planes r e t urned undo:naged . 

Later irl the day a t 6 p .m. , ni ne Ocuntless •s e.ccompnnl ed 
by tour '1/ ildcets a nd four >.iracobras bo:o~bed t.hil'teen l~ndine 
bor €;es wi tb t r oops and supplies nefll'ing r.M:D;. . Four o f t he 
ocr pes reached shore but tew of the J::.ps escaped . A return 
visit wus ma.de to the LllJNOJ'. Ai rfield at rn altitude of 50 feet 
but no ant1-aircre ft fire was received &nd no plflnes were seen. 
:Four 500-lb and eight 100- lb bo:nbs "ere dropped on t ne r unway 
and fUn emplace•nents . l:rcckaee fro!!! earlier visits \IllS still 
present . 
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24 , 1942. 

SOUTH PJ..CinO t.CTIO!! (Cont •d), 

On Dec~nber 2)~ at 1~ . 10 nnd 12. 24 p .n . loc~l time, 
twelve d ive bo"!bers end five Flying Fortresses from CUJ . .DiJ..C,.W.I. 
bo;nbed UUNIJA , NE\1 CEORCIA. Eishty-six 100- lb bO'Jtbs and eight 
500-lb bombs were dropped on the runway, coastal ~un positions , 
and in the vicinity or tl:e flying field. Tl'ro zeros and 11 truck 
were strafed and d~ged , 

About fifteen zeros intercepted , two of wnich were def1n1te-
1v destroyed e.n4 t hree ,robcbl~ <leanoyed . We suffered t he loa !I 
of th ree flehter planes end tnree alve boobers damage<! . 
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21., 1942. 

SOl11'11 PACIFIC ACTION (Cent ' d) • 

PACI FIC . 

At 11.14 P · '"·, December 2)rd, local time, t!Al<E Isir.ND 
was bombed by t wenty-tour Army B- 24 ' s (Liberators} . 

Initial estimates of the attack a re that about 90'; of 
the bombs were pl aced in the target area, Uany fires were 
started which were vi s ible 75 nliles . 

Apparently t he attac k wa s a cor.tplete suryrise a s no 
anti- aircraft fire was encount ered until after passage of the 
fi rat plane . 

All planes r eturned with only minor domnge . There was 
no injury to personnel. 
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ft~T ..... Ei:::::.:.::. ::.=::~-
" ~~ 10 a , ro . Decenber 

Q~ 

2) , 19L2 . 

SOUTH Pt.CIFIC J,CTION (Cont ' d ) . 

On December 2 2nd, :.n.l:DA /.1rfield , N:E'.I CSO.lGI!. , wus 
bomberl and ttreffed by e leven d ive bombers f r o.m (}UJ.D/~CANi.L . 
Ko enemy activi ,;y wt.s observed , Seve :r:tl ntnutes l t. t er o. 
Flyinp For· t ress rece iv"d heavy n nti - nirc raft fire froM o 
r>osi tion nenr the !.:Ul\1lt. 1.1 r fi eld r unway . 
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22 , 191.2. 

&Ot.'l'!i J'I.CU"'IC nC':'IC't. (Con t 'u) • 

~t 7 n.m. December 20th , rour Flying Fortresses fro~ 
(}1:/Jll..l.CJ.!U~ etteeked i~\.i'!ID.; • • !:!:":: t;'EOr~:r.. wl th indlttorur,~ 

re£ults . 

Thi s ur eu we.s again u t tacko<l by one Flying For tNus ut 
1 a .m. December 21st. The rcsu1 ~o were unobserved . 

On Dece~ber 21st. ut. 2 a . !'l . , two Flylnr t'ortressee u~u.ck6<1 
two ene::ty core;o vesoels nehr !V-'llLI, S!!Of.':'l...:ID ..reL win. ;00-lb 
bo;:~bs . A d lrect hit un<l oeor m1 sees were scored . Ol'e or t!le 

vessels w~s observed set t line; by the stern , 

llcrassinl!; ~t.tnol<s by :rlyinc Fortr eN>CS were cwde on 9t.Kr., 

(t!orth end llOt'Or..IllVILI.I: rs:;...:.D), lVJUL:, Sl!C"hTliJ;IJ /.r~u , Gild 
3/.LJ-l.E (llortheast or S!lO!i?L..NI !::L.Jw) . 

Air observat ion lndlcatos tho fhld on J..LL'.LE If.LJ'D 
ic t·eauy ror use . 
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20, 1"42 . 

f.OL>i' ?i.C.:FIC .. c....-~·; (Cont 'd) . 

'>l:e eul>::t~ rl ne S .. Oill.IFIZ:; rt.tul·h!nf' fro.l !Xo trol ot Ylft.ere 
ln v l c!n1ty or tn-.: r;;;It:r.t. , rx·• ar<IT•·Ir. , 11n<1 toLo::oN I f>l..iJlliS 
reports tho tollOYilnc . 

llovember l)th , dlim.aPed , possibly nt•nk , n 6300 ton cargo 
vessel 5 miles orr the north COhS~ o f llE'·I BRITAill . 

:>ove.'!lber 17th , sunk u ttOO ton Cl' rpo or posse"<'er vessel 
10 :'li les otf the ec.st co<.st of !ll':.: 3tt.!':' •• D .. 
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ET .. ,.-.... -....... - ... .. 
• RR 10 a . m. D<;ceabor 20. 19~2 . 

0~ 
S0\1l'H p .. crFIC ACTION ( Cont ' d) . 

On December l?t~ and 18th, twice doily bombinr, ottocks 

on :Jt1::>:.. , !1~"1 ~O!n!A, were e&rried out by Flyins ~·ortreesoa. 

A ulnBle Flyine Fortress bombed end strafed l!l."!!D.o. , ti!:'o'l IJEO.;OL'., 

end Klol!ILI, BOUC/JNVII.LE ISU.ND on the nieht. of DeotJMber 17th . 

i. COllet lo'etcher rerorta thet ut L'Ul:O.. ene::~y ttuertcrs, 

supplies, (lnd 81.Jl1Un1 tlon du:~ps hove been da:::nged . nt ~<n:::LI 

the snoe eource reports planes , trucks , eun eo•rlece••ants, and 

o gasoline d~~P huve been dootroyed. 

On Oeee~ber 19th, twelve dive bocbers fro~ CL>~/~ . ...t. 
escorted by fighters, utteC<Cd L:m.DA ut l.JO p .n . , dLs troylne 

seve ral buildl.ngs . No opposition wr.s encountered . 

on tile so.r.:e dey , seven Fly1ne Fortresses , escorted by 

ei~~t Lichtnings, attoc~ed ~~~~at 5.15 p .m., starting sev~ral 

fires . These pl&nea , on & !Ussion to attack shi;Jpine c.t. 'luiii , 

Sl!ORTWID Aree. , "ere turned b~<ck by tile \/&!>thor E<nd subseo~uently 

int.erce.otod over S!IORTU..l\'D I5l.JJo'D by 11t loest t"unty enemy 

plones . The eneny force eoneisted or lend zeros, lloot zei'OR, 

ani! float biplanes. Three Jap<~nese ph.nea "ere ueatroyed . The 

ener"y plunes dr opped phosphorous bombs whlch d id not dene~e ou r 

planes . However, one Fly 10{~ r'ortress and five Lightnings re­

ceived do.cut•ge from bullets . 

At 1 a.m., one Fortrea6 d rop!>od t\lanty 100- !b boobs on • 

BUKA (nort!lern end or BOUr.t.INVnu: ISLWD) atertlnr. one large 

fire . 
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SOll!'H P.hCU'IC ,,C'f!Otl {Cont ' d) . 

On December 18th , Fly inc Fortreasos with fiehter eecorts 
OOr.lplotod two bombine lllloslons neainat the l..'1.1lDI. l.reh , 111:'.', 
OEORr.IA. All o f our plnnee returned . 
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H aADQUA.,.... fW Til• Coii•_AJIIDU Iff CWIII' 

§~T~ E f " .................... -.... .. 
10 a . m. Deoe~be~ 18, 1942 . 

"'" 0~ SOI1l'l! p;,CIFIC ;.cTtOV (Cont ' d) . 

In the 10 a.m. a~ry of Deoembe~ 17th, a total ot 
twelve zeroa wna ~epo~ted destroyed, Three and not twelve 
zeros were shot down . 

Air operations against t he IJUNDA Area, NE'.I CEOhCUc, 
continue with an attack on Decambe~ 17th by five Flying For­
tresses and seven Lightnings . 

The Arr;zy Transport E. J . HINDS erounded in SE.'.U.RK C!!.'Jn'l'L 
ott G1.!J\Il:.LCANJ.L, 
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17 , 1942 . 

S OUTH PACIHC /,CTIOil (Cont ' d) . 

Our daily ettacks on the t!l:NOA J.rcn, NE':: Ct.OH~L'., nnd 
h.EK/.TJ. B:.Y, SAJITJ. IS..BLL, continue . 

On Dece~:~ber 16t h on an nttac~ "lJ sst on over t:U:lDA , ND, 
I'JEOI\CL'., fi vs flying rortr .. asee wore lrurcepted by twelv" 
lend zeros . Al l or the ene':IY plrnea "ere shot c own . One 
flying rortreEs w&s shot down. Tno crew of this plWle •roe 
le.ter r"scued . 

At 10. 40 p .o . Dece~ber 16th nlr.e ol our dive bo=bers 
lltUc'<ed the !..'L"ND;. J.ren . Sll< 500-lb bo"lbs end ten 100-lb 
bo"lbS ware dropped on or necr th~ runwcy . ~•o or t~ese plun~o 
bonbed en ene~y des t royer or lipht cruiser scoring one 500-1b 
bo~b hit ond two possible 100-1b bo~b hits . One pl~e fL11ed 
to return . 
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-~ __ ,__rn-.... c.. 

S~~ET ....... ..,._ ... "o""'" 
s.t,Jt ;r E T 10 a .m. December 

" 
16, 1942 . 

~ <I 
SOUTH ?J.CIFIC l.CTION (Cont ' d) . 

In the SOLOUONS, 2 flying fortres ses bombed the ~ijiLI 
/.irfield at BUIN on the 14th of De cember. No nnti - eircrnft 
or air opposition was encountered . At noon on the 15th, 
J fighters nod 9 dive bOI'!bers from CUAOALC/JU.L attacked the 
MUNOJ. Area. Results were not observed and no op~osition was 
offered by the enemy . 

Report received from scouts indicates tha t the enemy 
suffered many ce.suel ties i n t he !JilliDA /.rea from our bol:lbing 
on the 12th . 

On r.UAD/,LCI<NAL on the l )th , 2 e nemy mac hi'ne ~un posl tions 
with theil:' c:rews were destroyed during pe t r ol activities . 

on the night of the lJth , east of 00/UJALCJ.N:O.I. , t he 
destroyer SJ.UFLEY d e p t h charged and possibly damaged e n enemy 
subl'lertne . 
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$ ;J - 0. .... """'"- .. Cllllr 

8~ .... --.·· "'""'"·c. 

~ET 5 p .m. t>ecomber 15 , 1~42 . 

Q~ 
SOU'l':! PAC!?!C ACTION (Cant 'd). 

The submarine GRAYLING returned from a ~atl'al off 
TRUK. On November 6th, two hits were scored on a CHIYODA 
type Plane Tender . Thi s vessel vres bHdly damaged ~nd 
possibly sunk. On Noveober l Oth , n 5300 ton Tanker Ylll.S 

sunk inn night surface ctteck. On the nieht of December 4th , 
n amDll schooner was sunk by gunfi re. 
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SOu~H PACIFIC ACTI ON {Cont'd ) . 

Our air attacks on the L!UNDJ. Area continue . J.. flight 
of seven flying fortresses o n the morning of the 1l, th 
dropped fifty - eight 100-lb bombs froo 1 2000 f eet . Luter 
i n the day a e tridng f o rce f rom HE~WEflSOll FIELD, GU;.D;.I.Ci..NAL , 
composed of J Wildcats , 6 Lightnings e nd 8 d ive bombers 
attacked the area . Thel:'e 1·.as no ail' opposition and anti ­
ai rcraft f i re is described as medium J i nc Q. Results e r e not 
reported . 

An enemy attack on the 'll!/.DJ..lC/..Nt.L ;'_irfiel d on the night 
of the 1Jth-1~th resulted in the destl:'uc tion of 1 Fighter 
plane end 1 gas truck. The re~ort received is not clear as 
to the nature of th e at t ack which 11us possibly a guerrilla 
ettack by gl'Ound tl:'oops . 
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UNITIO STATIS FLIIT 

lfiADou,... 01 Till Colou.Jn:la Df CDr 

E T .. " --· W!"C'QOOOI. O.C. 

10 a .m. Dnc~ber 1~, 19~2 . 

Sot."TH p,,CIPIC J.CTIOll (Cont. 'd) . 

On December lJt.h ground ncUon on GU/.:Ji.LC/.NJ..L ltMited 
to petrol ectlvity . One enemy plbnc dropped J bombs on 
our airfield fighter etrip . 

Air ottucks on the enemy in the I!UNDA Area NE'i! GF.OllGIJ, 
cont i nue. 

The submurine FLYL'lG FISH reports ~inking 2 ene::~y des­
troyers in the SOL~ONS Aren . 

It is reported th6 t the navel cur eo vessel lo.l.CHIBA till ce 
torpedoed end now ap.round neel' LUNG!., GUI.DJ.LCM:J.L, MIIY ultl ­
~t.ely be salvaged nnd floated in 2 weeks . 
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oc-..JU A UNITED STATES fLEET If --orftiCow.-•<=-
~ . f=' un..,..,_,.,w•=·oooo.o.o. 

~-T 10 n . a . December 13, 1942 . 

# 
50111'1! PACIFIC ;,C':'IO!: (Coot •d). 

The air ettnck on eneay eurfnce unit~ oeneioned in the 
mornine re9ort of ueceaber 12th wna o strike by GUnnhLC~1;~ 
d ive bomberR supported by nlrcobrll& et 6 p.m. Decemb~r 11th, 
against n, formation of eleven eneny cleetroyers . Ap;>nrently 
these vessel & woro ent·oute to GUADALCJJU.L wt th reinforcements 
end supplies . Our planes scored hits on ftve of tho destroy­
ers with two hits on one . 

The ene=Y rorm~tion contir.ued on its ~1ss1on end nt 
12 . 35 n .~ . Deca~bar 12th i t wee vigorously ettecked by our 
~otor Tor~do Bonta with the followlne results : 

1 destroyer su~~ -
1 destroyer set on fire, exploded end probLbly 

eunk. 
l deetroyor damaged , 
) enemy pri~oners pio~~d up from the sunken 

destroyer gave 1 te name ns TERI.:ZUKI . 

In thln notion wo lost one Torpedo Boat and three kiliod , 
two officers end five men missing. 

DE'ceotber 12th ground action on ~A,,\.Dn.LC.J\.:J. wa~ Hal tad 
to patrol activities . 
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9 a.m. December 12, 1942 . 

SOU'l'H PACIFIC ACTIO~! (Cont 1d) . 

From incomplete reports it 1e epperent that our air 
toroes successfully attacked enemy aurtaoe units northwest 
of GV~ANAL and scored several bite on enemy destroyers. 
Co~plete details are not at present avai l able. 

The succession of ilt~cka on the ene:ey airfield at 
I.IONDA, NE\"1 GEORGIA ISlAND, continues w1 t h an attack on the 
morning of Dece~ber 12th by seven flying fortresses escorted 
by fighter planes , Nine 1,000-lb bombs were dropped, tour 
of which hit the landing strip. Eighty 100-lb bombs also 
were dropped in the general area . No enemy air opposition 
waa met , ant i-aircraft fire is described as "poor". Our 
planes returned with no damage, 

On the morning of December 11th, nine flying fortresses 
dropped one hundred fifty-five 100-lb bombs on the MUNDA 
airfield. No enemy air or anti-aircraft opposed, Our planes 
returned safely and report that clouds intervening after the 
bombs dropped prevented an aaaeasment of the results . 
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5 p . o . JJec e;nb el' 11 , 191,2 , 

.... ~ 
SO\."l'H p;,C I F IC nCTIOU (Cont ' d). 

On the mornine or ~ecember 9th , J fliehts of flyinc 
fortresses bombed LM:DA Fi~ld northwest m;::: GEORGIA . !leovy 
enti - e.lrcre.ft fire wns encountered which diminished consi­
derobly during t he attack. 

On Dece'!lber 9th , C.UJ.DJ.LCJJ>~~L cr ound a.cti vi ty wus 
limited to patrol contacts with sne.ll groups of the enemy . 
One enemy artillery posit ion and several morturs t:nd lllt\Chine 
guns were neutreli;z:ed . . 

~ 
On the '!light of December 9th , e :.!otor Torpedo Boat r-"\ ; . ) en!< ctn enemy subrntlrlne off KAl.lil.lBO , CUADALC/JlJ..L , 

~ A mor ning search plane on December l Oth dropped depth 
charces on l.:WIDJ, Field , starting fires , 

At noon December l Oth , eleven flying fortresses es-
corted by 8 P-)8 ' s attncked shipping in Ft.ISI !il.RBO!l scoring 
three hits on a probable tanker and straddling another . The 
escor t ing P- )8 ' s sbot down five zeros and one of th" fortresses 
destroyed another . All our plonbS returned wi tbout de.mnce . 
(This is the same atta ck reported i n this morning ' s s~~ry . 
J,t tbat time the locale of the action was unknown . ) 
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'-'~ L- ~L.t·;oo~ ·<~- I 
s 4t~R E T 9 n .~ . December ll , 1942 . ., 

SOl.iTH PACIFIC /.CTION (Cant ' d ) , 

On December lOth , oleven flying fortresses and 
8 P-38's from Cuado.lcenel attacked two le.r ee shi!'S in 
an unreported locality , Al thou~h identi ty is doubted 
there ie a possi bili ty of these turge's being an aircra ft 
carrier and en oiler s urrounded by a lieht cruiser e.nd 
destroyers . Al l our planes returned after scori ng three 
hits on t he fi r s t vessel and two straddles on the second . 

A rlying fortress on P. r econna i ssnnce flight was 
atta cked by f i fteen zeros over New Coortia . The co- pilo t 
was killed. Five of the fifteen zeros were shot dovm . 
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- ~ .~ -- 9 a.m. December 9, 1942. 

" •" SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.) 

On December 8th, patrols on GOADALCANAL maintained 
contact wi th the enemy to the west of our posit i ons . Our 
artillery continued to harass the enemy. To the south of 
our positions, there was no contact with the enemy . A 
Kingf i sher plane attacked and sank a two man Japanese 
submarine on the surface 10 miles north of LONGA POINT, 
GOADALCANAL. 

Our reconnaissance observed a large enemy camp between 
CAPE L' AVERDY and BANIN !!ARBOR, BOOOAINVILLE I SLAND. 

Our air striking force attack on the en~y surtaoe 
units reported in the summary of December 4th we a observed 
and conf irmed by a patrol 10 miles south of LANGSDALE POINT, 
NEW GEORGIA. This petrol reports that 4 ships were set on 
tire and one sank that ni ght , the other J were still burning 
t he following day . 
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s&ffiET""=-:.-..::.;=::.:~ 
~~~ 9 a.m. December 7 , 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

The ALCHI BA aground near LUNCA POINT was again t or­
pedoed at 8 a,m, on December 7th. Hold No . 4 and engine 
room flooded with l eaks deve l oping in Hold No . 5. There 
is no indicati on of the vessel slipping off the shelf . 

The ship is subject to further submarine attack and 
i ts complete abandonment is recommended by the Commanding 
Officer, with such subsequent salvaging as will be possible . 
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PACIFIC ACTIO!! (Cont'd , l 

""-."" 
The Uarine Second Raider Battalion after an out­

standing 30-day operation through mountainous jungle reached 
LUJIGA on t he night of December 4th . They destroyed five 
enemy bases and kill ed 400 Japanese with a l oss to t hemselves 
of onl y 17 kill ed. 

The 164th, Infantry patrols were active in the ar ea 
west of the MATANIKAU RIVER and kill ed 7 of the enemy. 

GUADALCANAL Aircobras compl e t ed six mi ssi ons against 
the enemy strafing 15 landing barges and rafts in the vicinity 
of TASSAPARONGA. 

Japanese supplies lashed to drums were observed 
dri fting t oward the beach. 
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•·or- B !I .I 
~~ 9 a.m. December 5, 1942. 

c:; 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont ' d . ) 

llinor ground activity on GUADALCANAL. West of 
POINT CRUZ, l64th. Infantry patrol killed five of the 
enemy end destroyed a machine gun . 

A Warine Raider Patrol kill ed sixteen Japanese, 
cap tured several machine guns , a mortar, and some ammuni­
tion in the upper vicinity of t he LWIGA RIVER. Four of 
our Marines were wounded . 
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At 61)0 p.m. 3 Deceober, an air striking force 
cooposed or 10 fighters, 8 dive bocbers, and 7 torpedo 
planes attacked an enemy surface force consisting or two 
heavy cruisers, two light cruisers and six destroyers 
about 15'0 miles northwest of GUADALcANAL heading south­
east and scored 2 - 1000-lb. bomb'hits in one cruiser, 
l - 1000-lb. bomb hit in ano ther cruiser, two t orpedo hits 
i n a third vessel, and two possible torpedo hits in a fourth 
vessel. Ten enemy float planes were shot down by our fight­
er s . Our losses were one fighter, one torpedo plane, and 
one dive bomber. 
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S 
lluDouAI!fDI Of ,... co.own. Df c.. E T un ~:V.urna~~T, W~D.c. 

§ r.q l 5 p.m. December 3, 1942 . 

,.-.~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOll (Coot t d . ) 

On GUADALCANAL 14 enemy troops wore killed by our pa­
trols , Ar=Y fighters supported our ground forces on five 
attack missions. 

On tho morning of 2 December air search plane depth 
charged on enemy submarine 15 miles southwest of SIMBO IS­
LAND and observed an oil slick, 
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.§ .J>j:·i ~ I 9 a . m. December 3, 1942 . 
~~ 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . l 

The Submarine GUDGEON returned from patrol of the 
NEVI IRELAND-SHORTLANDS AREA on December lst . and r eported 
the f ollowing sinkings and damage to the enemy•-

Date of act i on not reported - South of ltE'I/ IRELAND , one 
7 , 000-ton cargo vessel 
in convoy was sunk and 
anothe r ship of the same 
size damaged . 

November ll - - - - - - - - - In the same Area, two 
7 1 500-ton cargo vessels 
in a convoy were sunk in 
a night surface a t tack. 
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~qn !< l • - 5 p,m, !>ecember 2 , 1942 . 

o•~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

On GUA!>ALCANAL on December 2nd. Mari nes attacked an 
onemy patrol of 60 men near the upper reaches of the LU1lGA 
RIVER. 35 of t he enemy wera killed and a quantity of arms 
and ammunition captured , As a result of one minor contact 
along the MATANIKAU RIVER 20 enemy soldiers were killed . 
Army and Navy planes continued to a ttack enemy positions 
during the day of December 1s t , 

enemy personnel to the number of 26 have reached our 
base on GOADALCANAL from the Japanese Destroyer TAKANAJ.!I , 
This ship was l eading an enemy des t royer f ormation in the 
SAVO ISLAND action on the night of November 30t J:> _,_,_ when it 
was sunk i nstantly by a heavy explosion . The TAKAN~~I was 
loaded with suppl ies but had no troops aboard. 
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~ 9 a.m. December 2 , 1942. 

q 
SOOTH PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont 14 . ) 

On OUADALCAI~L on December lat. there was considerable 
patrol activity. An Army patrol captured a ?Ocm gun, killi.ng 
11 enemy tro~a. A Marine patrol captured 6 machine guns 
and killed 15 Japanese. Along the upper LUNGA RIVER Marines 
captured one ?5mm and one 30mm gun , killing 25 Japanese. 
Army aircraft made four attacks against enemy positions. Un­
identitied planes were over OUADALCAt;AL twice on the night of 
November 39-December 1 . 

boats 
upon, 

In REKATA BAY on the morning of the 1st. two flying 
and three other planes were sean. OUr plane was fired 
but no damage was done, 

Additional inforcat1on on the night action off SAVO 
ISLAND, November 3<>-December 1:-

It is believed that the enemy force total ed threo cruis­
ers , nine destroyers and five transports or cargo ships . 

Enemy ships sunk1-

# 2 Li ght Cruisers (YUBARI or SENDAI Cl ass); 
4 Destroyers; 
2 Transports; 
l Cargo ship. 

Enemy ships damaged:-

2 Transports . 

It is possible that a heavy cruiser was present. If so, 
it escaped undamaged , with the surviving destroyers. 

OUr destroyers made a torpedo attack on tho enemy trans­
port group from 5, 000 yards, following which

00
at 10130 p.m., the 

action began. Gunfire was at ranges from 5, 0 to 12,000 yards. 
The enemy gunfire is described as "unimpressive". 

#However, another estimate is that the ene!l)}' combat units 
were destroyers and submarines only. 
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<; • 
$" SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont'd.l 

A general melee ensued in which events were uncertain 
but 1n which the destroyers on both s i des were very active. 
llumerous ships were af i re. One large ship was seen capsized 
and a large vessel , either a battleship or heavy cruiser, 
stopped and completely afire, was passed close aboard. Short­
ly before 2•30 a . m. the signal was given to assemble the re­
maining forces and the ships abl e to comply formed column and 
proceeded to the east. The SAN FRANCISCO, HELENA, and later 
the destroyers FLETCHER, STERRET, and 0 1BANNON joined the forma­
tion. Radio TULAGI was informed of the PORTLAND ' s sit ,tation 
and a tow and air coverage requested for her. At daylight 
the Light Cruiser JUNEAU (anti-aircraft) joined in INDLSPENSABLE 
STRAIT near MALAITA ISLAND. 

The force proceeded sout hward and at the best speed pos­
sible considering the damaged ships . Shortly after 11: 00 a .m. 
on the 13th. the formation was on course 180, speed 17 knots , 
and zigzagging south of SAil CRI STOBAL ISLAND. A t orpedo fired 
from the port beam passed astern of the HELENA 1 ahe~d of the 
SAN FRANCISCO, and hit the JUNEAU somewhere aft. A single 
enormous explosion followed which fi l led the immediate area 
wit h debris and a l arge cloud of brovmi bl ack, and yellow smoke. 
Personnel on ships in the formation be ieved that a high level 
bombing attack had been made because of the extent and volume 
i n which the debris fell. The surviving ships went to maximum 
speed and made radical changes in course. Within one minut e 
after the expl osion the JIDfEAU had completely disappeared. 

No sight or sound contact was made on the submarine. 
There were onl y two destroyers screening and the ships present 
were crippl ed . For these reasons the formation continued on 
its course, 
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~ ~ ~ 5 p. m. December 1, 1942. 

0~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd, ) 

No further reports received on night action of November 
30-December 1 . 

The Submarine GRAMPUS returned from patrol in the SOLOMONS 
AREA on November 23rd. Reports one possible hit on a J INTSU 
Class light cruiser, one hit in an AMAGIRI class destroyer, 
and two hits in an ASASHIO class destroyer . 

Delayed Report on Night Ac t ion 12-13 November. 

A detailed report by the Commanding Of ficer, U.S .S . 
HELENA, of the naval action off SAVO ISLAND early on the morn­
ing of November 13th. has been received by mail . It is sum­
marized as f ollows. 

The U.S. forces approached SAVO ISLAND shortly af ter 1:00 
a.m., l ocal t ime, 1n a long column. The ships were disposed in 
the column 1n the following order:-

4 Destroyers 
l Light Cruiser (anti-ai rcraft) 
2 Heavy Cruisers 
1 Light Cruiser (anti - a i r craft) 
4 Destroyers. 

The enemy forces apparently came in to the south of SAVO ISLAND 
from the northwest 1n two or three groups . Contact was made 
approximately six and one-half mi l es southeast of SAVO ISLAND. 

At 1:43 a.m. our destroyers were ordered to launch a tor­
pedo a t tack. At 1:48 a.m. U.S. forces opened fire at 3,000 
yards upon a group of enemy ships on the port bow of the forma­
tion. Just prior to this time the enemy had turned on search­
lights and opened fire upon our ships. The Light Cruiser (anti­
aircraft) ATLANTA fell out of the formation to port and seemed 
to be on fire at 2:10 a . m. The Heavy Cruiser SAN FRANCISCO was 
hit heavily, particularly in the area around the bridge. Rear 
Admiral Callaghan and all but one of his Staff were kill ed at 
this time. The JUNEAU was hit by a torpedo in the for,.ard en­
gineroom. Just prior to 2:18 a.m. the PORTLAND received a t or­
pedo hit and lost steering control. 
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~ 9 a . m. December 1 , 1942, 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

On GUADALCANAL patrolling supported by artillery and 
air strafing was the only ground activity on the 30th. 

GUADALCAJIAL planes strafed enemy positions at REKATA 
BAX, but no activity was observed . · 

Some activity was noted on RENDOVA and GAJIOJlGGA ISLANDS 
in the NEW GEORGIA Group. 

Complete reports are not yet available on the surface 
action off SAVO ISLAND on the ni ght of November 30-December 1. 
It appears that our force of four heavy cruisers, one light 
cruiser, and six destroyers opened f i re on four ships , be­
lieved to be t r ansports , at CAPE ESPERANCE , making hits at 
once. Fir es were seen on some of the enemy ships. Shortl y 
after opening fire, our cru isers received a torpedo attack 
believed to have been from destroyers or submarines. Ther e 
seems to have been furt her ac t ion as one enemy cruiser is re­
ported to have been seen to blow up and addi t ional enemy ves­
sels destroyed and others damaged . OUr damage , from reports 
received to date , is as follows: -

PENSACOLA - Torpedo hit and severe fire damage. 
NORTHAMPTON - Burned and total loss . 
Lllli?IEAPOLIS - Badly damaged for ward , three of four fire­

rooms f l ooded. 
N&V ORLEANS - Received tor pedo hits. Exac t damage un­

known due to confl i cting reports. 

These vessels, except the NORTHAMPTON, are at TULAGI 
with two destroyers. The remainder of the force has r etir ed 
from the area, 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 

30, 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

At 10 p. m., local t i me, 30 November, our surface 
forces composed of four heavy cruisers , two light cruisers, 
and six destroyers engaged enemy surface vessels in the 
vicinity of SAVO ISLAND. The Heavy Cruiser UINNEAPOLIS 
received two torpedo hits, one hit amidships resulted in 
the flooding of all firerooms except No. 1 . The other 
hit blew the bow ott back to Turret No . 1. The Heavy 
Cruiser NORTHAl!PTO:I waa set on tire aft . The Heavy Cruiser 
NEW ORLEANS was also hit by one or more torpedoes. 

No other details have been received . 
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.§ ~} _ I """' 4 p.m. November 29 , 1942, 

0~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON {Cont'd. l 

\v 

Minor ground activity on GUADALCANAL. OUr raiders 
destroyed a considerable amount of ene~ arms and ammuni­
tion in the vicinity of the upper LUNGA RI VER. H·> 

11 At 12•25 p .m. on November 28t h . five flying fortresses 
~ attacked the convoy of three destroyers and two cargo vessels 
~ reported in this morning's Summary. Five 100-lb , bomb hits 

~~ -~ were scored on the second cargo vessel of the convoy, Ten 
~ Zeros intercepted, three of whi ch were shot down . The for t ­

resses did not receive any serious damage . 

OUr anti-submarine patrol detected a 100-foot Japanese 
submarine lying on the bottom of VERAHUE COVE near LAVORO on 
the northwestern end of GUADALCANAL, Three bombs were drop­
ped. Results not observed. 

AI( > ~ 
The ALCHIBA is sti ll beached and burning forward . Dis­

charge of the cargo in the after holds is proceeding, 

I NDIAN OCEAN 

At 8 a . m. November 281 Greenwich Time, the Netherlands 
Cruiser HEEMSKIRK and H, U,A,S. ADELAIDE intercepted the 
German Auxiliary RAMSES 890 mi l es west of PERTH, AUSTRALIA, 
en route from KOBE t o GErudANY via BATAVIA. The vessel was 
sunk by self scuttling and gunfir e . There were no casualties 
on ei ther side , 
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29, 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC AQ'llO!I (Cont '4. } 

On GUADALCMIAL our front-line patrols continued hunt­
ing down snipers and destroying small points of enemy re­
sistance . Other sectors were quiet. 

Three OUADALCANAL dive bombers and throe torpedo planes 
attacked shipping in !.lUNDA BAY, N~!l GEOHGIA. Two near misses 
by our dive bombers were observed. 

At 3•35 p.m. November 27th. a search plane sighted an 
eneoy convoy ot three destroyers and two transports 265 miles 
northwest ot GUADALCAHAL on an easterly course. The follow­
ing morning a convoy of s1mllar composition was observed 160 
miles northwest ot GUADALCANAL on a northwesterly course. One 
transport was burning and making little headway. The causo of 
t his damage has not been determined (possibly by submarine at­
tack) . 

According to native reports, a Japanese destroyer from 
a croup or fivo ships shelled four villages on the southeast 
coast of GANONGOA ISLAND, w.av GEORGIA. From three to s ix shells 
wore fired at each village . llo casualties reported. 
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"> • 
~ o,; SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) .. / 11- l-

In local operations west of POINT CRUZ, GUADALCANAL, 
50 of the enemy were killed and a number o~ machine guns cap­
tured. During the night two enemy bombers dr opped bombs near 
the mouth or the LUN\GA RIVER , with no damage. 

ti -J 
At midnight November 26 seven of our Flying Fortresses 

attacked the KAHIL! Aerodrome near BU,N, BOUGANVlLLE. Sixteen 
hits were scored on the runway and l a ge fires started . No 
enemy opposition encountered . C - II 

On the 23rd. and 24th. of November the GUADALCANAL Air 
Force bombed KOKOIWOLO IIISSION, L!UNDA AREA, NE\7 GEORGIA , and 
destroyed .all buildings in the vicinity. During t hese raids 
the enemy took to the bush. 

Enemy explorati ons t oward the eastern side of IIE'II 
GEORGIA continue. A bar ge with 50 Japanese has been reported 
in BALFOUR CHANNEL, REJIDOVA ISLAND. 

Native sources r eport t ha t there are ) 1000 Japanese i n 
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL. 

1\4-9 
On November 27th. at 6•50 a.m . the naval cargo vessel 

ALCHI BA was torpedoed ) , OCO yards northeast of LUN~A POINT , 
GUADALCANAL . Fires were started forward and the v ssel was 
subsequentl y beached . 
. H-3 

PACIFIC 

The submarine HADDOCK returning from patrol 
EAST CH!~A SEA reports si.nking two 7,000- t on cargo 
and a lO~OCO-ton tanker. 
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~ £I 
~ 9 a . m. Nove~ber 2?, 1942. 
~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. l 

/ ;1-v 
There was minor groun~ activi ty on GUADALCANAL during 

the past twenty- four hours with our patrols engaged in mop­
ping up isolated groups of the enemy offering resistance. 

At 4 a.m. on the 26th, two enemy bombers dropped bo~bs 
on our positions without damage . Our dive bombers patrolled 
over enemy l ines throughout the night. 

Four of our Flying Fortresses attacked an enemy convoy 
of two destroyers! two cargo vessels, and one oiler in the 
vicinity ot PILOP LO GANOJIGGA ISLAND, liEN GEORGIA GROOP. 
Eight 500-lb. bombs were dropped. No~ were observed , 

~C II 
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~7 11! 
~ 9 a.m. November 26, .... 1942 • 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d , ) 

No action reports from SOLOMON ISLANDS AREA. 

PACIFIC 

Submarine SEARA YEN 1 returning from patrol of SUNDA 
STRAIT and CHRISTMAS ISLAND, reports the f ollowing•-

October 5- - One hit in 7,000-ton freighter which 
subsequently stranded on CHRISTMAS 
ISLAl'ID. 

October 12 - Sank an 8,000-ton German freighter . 
(This sinking was reported i n the 
Summary of October 13th.). 

November 17 - Two hits i n 14 0000-ton SHIRETOKA Type 
naval tanker at pier in FLYING FISH 
COVE CHRISTMAS ISLAND. A large ex­
plosfon and flying debris were ob­
served. The ship broke up . 
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1942 , 

SOUTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

There was no ground activity of importance on 
GUADALCAJlAL i n the last twenty-four hours . 

At 3•00 a .m. November 25, one enemy pl ane dropped 
bombs to the south of the airfield and inflicted some per­
sonnel casualties. 

Army Aircobras harrassed enemy ground positions . 
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~'(.t B ~.I 
<> -1 9 a . m. November 25, 1942, ,. .. .. SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!< {Cont'd,} 

On GUADALCANAL a Marine patrol contacted an enemy 
encampment on the n.orth slope or LIAI&BQLO. Seventy of 
the Japanese were killed and five machine guns captured. 
OUr casualties, - t wo wounded. 

On the west flank our forces are reorganizing and 
operations are temporarily halted. 

GUADALCANAL dive bombers and fighters at t acked 
LAMBETI , NE\'1 GEORGIA , on November 2)rd. and scored a di­
rect hit on a warehouse . 

Air observation indicated enemy unloadi ng supplies 
on CHOISEUL ISLA.ND November 21st , end a cargo vessel was 
observed unloading near UUtlOA. The weather prevented air 
attack on these objectives, 
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~~ UNITED STATES FLEET 

SE~ET=~=~=.:~ 
~ ~~~E l 5 p;m. November 24, 1942. 

''L-1 
~ 

<> SO!JTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont 1d . } 

No action reports received for the SOLOMONS AREA. 

PACifiC. 

The Submarine SALMON returning from patrol off 
MANILA BAY, reports the fohowing: -

tlovember 8th. 

November lOth. 
November 17th. 

- 290 miles northwest UAJfi LA BAY two 
torpedo hits in 7,000-ton freighter. 

- Large sampan destroyed . 
- 295 miles northwest of MANILA BAY 

two torpedo hits in 6,000-ton 
oil er ; one hit in 5LOOO-ton cargo 
vessel; one hit in ~,000-ton oil er. 

Two of the vessels in the attack of November 17th. are 
believed sunk. 

The Submarine TAUTOG, returning from patrol off the 
INDO- CHINA COAST, reports sinking a 5 , 000-ton cargo vessel 
on Oct ober 27th. 135 mil es southeast of CAMRANH BAY, in ad­
dition to destroying a 70-ton fishing schooner 160 miles 
west of ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES, on October 20th. 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
H&.uouAftlll or Till Cowx.uma Df C... T uvr DD.urnmtr, w.uao.OTOit,. o..c. 

5 p. m. November 23 1 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont'd. . ) 

On GUADALCA!IAL slight locnl advances continue west 
or the MATA!IIKAU RIVER. The Japanese are active in the 
MAUBULO and upper MATANIKAU regions. Enemy positions 
were harried by ai rcraft during the ni ght or 22-23 Novem­
ber. 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine T.Alt!BOR1 returning from patrol in the 
TONKIN GULF, FRENCH INDO-cHI NA r eports sinking an 8 000 
ton passenger freighter 110 miies east southeast of HAIPHONG , 
FRENCH INDO-CHINA and destroying by gunfire a 30-t on sampan 
155 miles northwest of ZAMBOANGA, PHILIPPINES , taking 10 
members of the crew prisoners. 
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UNITID STATIS FLIIT 
• IIU&:roa_.._. o..,.. C))tot•re • C.. 

~ET .... --·· ...... c. 

S ~);' {/ 5 p.m. November 22 , 1942. ~ .. ,.. 
~ .. 

0 
SQUTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont'd , ) 

On GUADALCANAL our advance on the west flank is 
continuing slowly in the face ot stubborn enemy resistance. 
No other ground activity in other sectors. 

The GUADALCANAL Air Force continuously attacked enemy 
positions west of the IIATAIIlKAU RIVER. In the vicinity of 
DIJNUi NEW GEORGIA 1 a near lilies was made on an enemy cargo 
vesse . 
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, B i I 10 a .m. November 22 1 1942 

# ' SOUTH PACIFIC ACtiON (Cont'd , ) 

The PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS are aenerally quiet. Loafs­
tic support or OUADALCAHAL AREA is proceeding satisfactorily. 

The Destroyer BENHAM in t he engagement off SAVO IS­
LAND on the n.1ght or November 14-15 waa struck by a torpedo. 
Subsequent workina in seaway caused the ship to begin break­
ing up. At about 4 p. m. November 15th., 25 mil es south or 
CAPE HENSLOW 1 OUADALCANAL, t he BENHAM was abandoned and sunk 
by gunfi re. The personnel were transferred to the Destroyer 
G\flN . 

The Submarine SILVERSIDES reports sinking one cargo 
vessel orr TRUK and a destroyer off NEW HAJlOVER (northwest 
and or N&f IRELA!II>). 
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-~ ~~!:::.'.!!!....'.'!!' ~ ~-4 ~ I UVT DII'AmomfT, WA8CIIfOtOW, D.C. 

"i _» 'l "- 9 a.m. November 21, 1942 • .. .., 
!!>"> SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. l .. 

On November 21st. numerous patrol contacts along upper 
end or the IIATANIKAU RIVER, GUADALCANAL. The Army 1s engaged 
in local operations vicinity of POINT CRUZ in preparation tor 
general attack. 

P-39'• or the GUADALCANAL Air Force carried out eleven 
at tack missions against enemy ins tallations. 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine GUARDFISH, returning from patrol in the 
EAST CHI NA SEA,reports si.nking 15,000 tons or enerny shipping 
including a loaded tanker . 
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§. ~l 
_, 5 p,a, November 201 1942. 

r.<> 
" SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

On 18 Noveaber ana~ patrols on OUADALCANAL were ac­
ti.e and accrelaive. OUr !orcas advanced their positions 
on the weat !lank to the westward or POINT CRUZ. 

On 19 November ground action was limited to patrol 
activity covering advancement or outpost line. Japanese 
loases amounted to about 35 killed, our casualties were 
light. 

In the raid on shipping at BUIN on iS November P-38' s 
escorting the B-17' s and B-26's shot down three Zero ticht­
ers in addition to those previously reported shot down by 
the b011bera. 

At 2•30 p.m. 19 November a large burned out ene~ 
cargo vessel sank following an explosion inshore near CAPE 
ASTROLABE, IU.LAITA ISLAm>. This vessel was one that had 
not been previously reported as sunk. 
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SQUTH PAC!FIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Commander South Pacific reports that of the estimated 
1500 Japanese troops landed near TE'l'ERE on OUADALCANAL, 
November 2nd., Boo have been killed, The remaining enemy 
troops ot this force are dispersed into groups and are work­
ing back into the jungle. This force is considered to be 
no longer effective due to disorganization and losses. 

A combined air striking force on the BUIN AREA resulted 
in two hits on an enemy cargo vessel by B- 17'• and one close 
miss (20 teet) , B- 171 s shot down ten land Zero fighters and 
two biplanes, Marauders shot down two Zeros certain and one 
probable. The bombing accomplished by the Marauders was not 
observed and the results of the P-38 flight has not been re­
ported by GUADALCANAL, 

The S-42 reports gett1ndlone torpedo hit on a FUBUKI 
type destroyer 60 miles westdnorthwest of FAlSI IS~~ on 
2 November, 

The S- 47 reports getting one torpedo hit on a KAKO or 
TONE Class heavy cruiser south ot SHORTLAND ISLAND also on 
2 November, 
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oo.-:a~ UNITED S TATES FLEET 

a r:£:R F Tau:::.-..::.=:::~ "'w-1 I ._ 10 a . m. Noveml:er 19, 1942. 

# SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont ' d . ) 

Report or the night action 14-45 November orr SAVO ISLAND indicates that the following ene~ vessels were sunka-

One Heavy Cruiser or Bat t leship; 
Three large Cruisers (probably Heavy Cruisers)! 
One Destroyer . 

Ene~ ships damaseda-

One battleship (14" sun> bit repeatedly by 16" 
and some 5" shells. 

One cruiser and destroyer burnins. 

OUr destroyers were observed to have fired rapid­ly and accurately which contributed to the sinking of one Japanese destroyer and damage to the other enemy destroyer, as report.ed above. 
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I 5 p.m. November 17, 1942 • 

.,.,<> SOQ'l'H PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

Submarine GRAYBACK returning from patrol of ST. 
GEORGE CHANNEL (east of RABAUL) reports following damage 
to enem;y•-

22 October - - Hits observed in 9,000-ton enemy 
transport with No. 303 painted 
on bridge 20 miles west of CAPE 
ST. GEORGE. 

31 October - - Two h1 ts heard by sound on 8, 000-
ton enem;y naval auxiliary vessel 
12 miles south of CAPE GAZELLE 
(near RABAUL). Propellers stopped. 

4 November - Three hits in enemy 8,000-ton mer­
chant vessel 15 miles southwest of 
CAPE ST. GEORGE. One hit seen and 
two heard by sound. 

The GRAYBACK reports no positive evidence of these 
vessels sinking as she was forced to deep submergence after 
each attack. A total or 82 depth charges were dropped at 
the GRAYBACK during her patrol without material damage. 
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oo-ao,.. UNITE D S TATES FLEET 
~ T~AI'I'DI en,... COioniWrOO 01 CII:W s E ~ ·':, IIAn OCPAJn'N:DfT, WAIKDIOTOif, o. a. 

~ ~..t''Jii I 9 a.m. November 17, 1942. 
~..., 

.. ~ SQUIH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

Complete information regarding the naval engage­
ments of the night of the 14th.-15th. is not yet avail­
able. The following report has been received. 

Our battleships opened fire on what were believed 
to be cruiser targets. Three minutes later the accompany­
ing destroyers also opened tiro . The Destroyer PRESTON 
was hit by an 811 salvo and possibly a torpedo t hree min­
utes l ater. The ahip rol led over and sank within thirty 
seconds. About the same time the Destroyer WALKE was 
hit by heavy caliber shells and possibly a torpedo. She 
sank 1n about tive minutes. 24 officers and about 220 
men were rescued from these two ships. 

A delayed report has been received concerning cas­
ualties incurred in the night action orr SAVO ISLA11D early 
on the morning or the 13th. - Rear Admiral Scott and his 
entire Starr were killed 1n action except one officer 
named Murdock, who was badly wounded. The approximate per­
centage of survivors of t he officers and men of ships lost 
i s as follows a-

ATLANTA - - - - - 60~ 
CUSHING - - - - 7(Yf. 
LAPPEY and llO:ISSEN - 3~ 
BARTON - - - - - - - 1~ 

About 25~ of the survivors are wounded , many seriously. 
The Commanding Officers of the ATLA11TAJ. __ CUSHI1i0 1 IIONSSEN 1 
and the Commander Destroyer Division T~ are among the sur­
vivors. 

PACIFIC 

In connection with the rescue of the Rickenbacker 
party near SAMOA, the perfo~ce of duty of Lieutenant 
W.F. Eadie and Aviation Radioman L.H. Boutte has been des­
cribed aa outstanding. Lieutenant !&cUe landed Ills plane, 
an obsern.tion type 052- U- 3, on a ID8diuaa sea by the licht of 
flares . Captain Rickenbacker and another survivor were lashed 
to the win&• of the plane and a third aurvivor placed in the 
cockpi t. The plane was then taxied 40 miles to its base. 
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m n•y•oE. 

The Heavy Crui1er SAN FRANCISCO received numerous shell 
hits, 10.. or thea 14" above and below the water-line. The 
auperstrueture was ridched. Her Captain was killed and fight­
ing e!!icianey reduced to 25~. Rear Admiral Callaghan and 
most of his Starr were killed. 

The Heavy Cruiser PORTLAND received a torpedo hit art 
and proceeded to TULAGI where repairs su1'!1e1ent to gat her 
underway are baina ude. 

'l'he Licht crUiser HELENA was damaged to an unknown ax-
tent . 

The Light Cruiser ATLANTA was badly damaged and sunk 
by own forces at daylight. 

The Light Cruiser JUNEAU received some damage. This 
ship was torpedoed and sunk the next day while en route south. 

The Destroyer LAFFEY was sunk by gunfire. 

hit. 
The Destroyer BARTON blew up !rom gunfire and a torpedo 

'l'he Destroyers CUSIID!G and liONSSEII were badly damaged, 
burned and aank the next morning. 

The Deatroyer AARON WARD was damaged, proceeded to 
TULAGI, is uking repairs and will short.ly sail southward. 

The Destroyer O'BANNON was damaged by an underwator ex­
plosion, possibly a depth charge from the LAFFEY. 

No intormation on other engaaemente or the 13th.-15th. 
is yet available. 
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e~ ""'''" , , . , ,, rt••r s~ ~ T ~~·-::::.-..:::==~ 
_,,' 9 a,m, November 16, 1942, 

~ SQ!ll'II PACIFIC AC'l'ION (Cont 1d , l 
Preliminary reports ot the n.ight action of the 13th-14th, or November, ott SAVO ISLAND, heve been received. Followin& is a raSWDe or information available. 
The enemy forces were formed in three groups totalingo-

2 XQNGQ Class Battleships, 
2 Heavy Cruisers, 
4 Li&ht Cruisers, and about 

10 Dutroyen. 

The u.s. Force passed between the right and center groups. F1r1nl rangea were troa 1500 to 4000 yards. The cen­ter and lett enemy groups appar ently engaged each other, then all remai ning ships ceased tire and retired, I t is belleved t hat all ene~ ships that escaped were hit. The action com­menced at lt48 a.m., 14 November. OUr force nuaberedt-

ENIKX DAJ!AQB. 

2 Reavy Cruisers, 
3 Light Cruisers, and 8 Destroyers. 

One battleship was struck with two torpedoes seen to det onate and was hit and set afire by 8" shells. This is be­lieved to be the battleship attacked next day by our air torcea, No information i s available aa to what finally became or this ship. 

tire, 
A second battleship received two torpedo bits and gun-

Two heavy cruisers were seen to blow up and sink after torpedo and gunfire had bi t them. 

A light cruiser of the NATORI Class (5170 tonal was aeen to sink and two addi tional ah1pa or the aame, or simi lar, clan were hit heavily and .. t afire, 

A FUBUKI Claas (1709-ton) destroyer and two or three other des t r oyers blew up, Several destroyers ware set on tire . 
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S E
...,.....,.._,.,... Cooowooa .. c-

- I un ~~DunGIIT, • · cnw.o.c. ~~~ ~ l 5 p.m . November 15, 1942. (Cont'd.) 

~ SQQTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont1d . ) 

3 Destroyers damaged, 1 unaccounted tor. 

This estimate does not include damage to convoy and 
its escort nor large force ot cruisers and destroyers report­
ed at !!, tOO p.m. on November 14th. 150 miles north ot GUADAL­
CANAL. 

Additional information has bean received as followst­

Ene~ damage considerable, but data incomplete. 

Destroyers WALKE and PRESTON were lost south ot 
SAVO ISLAND. The BENHAM and GWIN were seriously dam­
aged and were proceeding at slow speed to the west 
and south ot GUADALCANAL towards ESPIRITU SANTO at 
2t45 a.m. November 15th. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA was hit by gunfire and suffered 
30 dead and 60 wounded . Damage to battery, fire con­
trol , radar, catapults and planes was serious. In ad­
dition, tive tanks are ruptured, but the vessel is 
capable ot 27 knots . It is considered that Navy Yard 
repairs are required. 

The WASHlliGTOll is unduaged and is proceeding in 
company with the SOUTH DAKOTA to rendezvous with des­
troyers 165 ailes southeast ot GUADALCANAL, 

Five ene~ transports sunk, three burning and 
dead i.n the water northwest ot SAVO. The four trans­
por ts unloading at GUADALCANAL beached and burning havo 
been previously reported. This is a total or twelve 
transport• considered destroyed. 

The PORTLAND sank one SHIHURI Type destroyer in 
the night action early on the morning of November 13th. 
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S.,.,.._E~iE~!!!!.A!!s r.L!,!T 
I U.ftDD~ ·· 1040.C. 

i ~~ '1 I 5 p.m. November 15, 1942 • .. .., 
~ SQUTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont 1 d . l 

C) 

The following waa received from the Commander South 
Pacific•-

At 4100 p.m. on the 14th. a large force of enemy 
cruisers and destroyers waa reported 150 miles north 
of GUADALCANAL. At 2 a.m. the following day this 
force was identified aa•-

4 HeayY Crullers, 
1 Light Cruiser, and 

10 Destroyers, 

In this vicinity six hours later one heavy cruis­
er, one light cruiser, and two destroyers were report­
ed. Three heavy cruisers and eight destroyers were 
missing at 10130 a.m. 

The latter part of the foregoing is not clear. 
It seems that the three heavy cruisers and eight des­
troyers were missing at a.oo a.m. and 10130 a.m. on 
November 15th. Whether these ships were sunk or 
whether they left the area ia not known. 

In addition to the ATLANTA, JUNEAU, L!O!ISSEN , 
and LAFFEY reported sunk, the Destroyer BARTON is mis­
sing. The CUSHING bas been reported burning and 
abandoned. 

There are 1400 survivors on GUADALCANAL. 

Aircraft losses•- ~ -

Japan•••-
3 Fighters, 3 Dive Bombers, 
and 1 Utility Plane. 

8 of 10 Zeros which at­
tacked GUADALCAJIJ.L. 

Commander South Pacific estimates the following damage 
to the ene"-Y•-

1 Battleship of the XONGO or FUSO Class heavily 
damaged and unreported si.noe the afternoon or tho 
13th. 

1 Battleahip damaged. 
1 Cruiser blown up. 
3 Cruisers heavily dama,ed, possibly sunk. 
1 Destroyer sunk. 
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Early on the morning of the 1 5th. three enemy trans­
ports were burning and abandoned 95 miles northwest of 
GUADALCANAL. Enemy formations retiring to the north were 
seen 1n the following positions and distances from GUADAL­
CAIIAL:-

1 Li ght Cruiser and 1 Destroyer - - 200 miles northiYest . 
4 Cruisers, 4 Destroyers, and 

3 Smaller Craft - - - - - - - - - 85 miles north. 
1 Heavy Cruiser, 1 Light Cruiser, 

and 2 Destroyers - - - - - - - - 145 miles north. 
1 Heavy Cruiser, 2 Light Cruisers - 220 miles north. 

Four enemy cargo ships were beached near TASSAFARONGA 
on GUADALCAJIAL shortly after midnight of the 14th.-15th. and 
commenced unloading. They were attacked after daybreak by 
GUADALCANAL air, U.S. shore bat t eries, and by gunfire from 
the Destroyer MEADE. They were completely des troyed. 

- 140 -

Regraded Unclassified



t 

~~')'' U NITED STATES FL E ET 

sgi'SR;:T=:.-..:.:.=:::.:.~ 
~~Q H ~ l 9 :30 a.m. Nov~mber 15, 1942. 

$ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

During the night action of 12-13 November eighteen 8" 
hits were scored on a KO!IGO-Class battleship off SAVO IS­
LAND by the heavy cruiser SAN FRANCISCO. The battleship 
was attacked next morning by GUADALCANAL planes. Seven at­
tacks were made by torpedo planes and five by dive bombers , 
resulting in seven torpedo hits aft and two 1000-lb. bomb 
hits. 

Seventeen B-17's attacked the same battleship at 11:20 
a.m. Si xty-eight 500-lb. bombs were dropped from 14, 000 
feet. Five or six hits were scored. 

At 6 : 30 p .m. the battleship was still afloat, although 
burning and smoking, with very l ittle way on. Five destroy­
ers were escorting and these were strafed at 9:30 a . m. and 
12 :30 p.m. by our fighters , 

The battleship was not observed on the morni ng of the 
14th. 

On the earl y morning of the 14th. enemy n.aval forces 
bombarded the a i rfield area on GUADALCANAL. One dive bomber 
and two Navy fighters were destroyed. Seventeen Navy fighters 
were damaged, but the majority were immediately repairabl e. 
Personnel casualties were light. 

On GUADALCANAL on the 13th. of November ground action 
was confined to the east f l ank, where 80 Japanese were killed 
in three contacts . 

No details are avail able concerning the engagements 
on the evening and night of the l4th. -15th . , o ther than indi­
cat ions that our surface forces were engaged in the RUSSELL­
SAVO ISLANDS AREA. A number of survivors were seen in the 
water i n this area. 
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UNI TED STATES FLEET I 
? 

9130 a.m. November 15, 1942. 

SOUTH PAC!FIC ACTION CCont ' d . l 

On GUADALCANAL on the 13th. ground action was confined 
to the east !lank where 80 Japanese were kill ed in three 
cont acts. At 7130 a .m. e i ght Zeros were shot down out of a 
formation of tan which at t acked , to one U. S. fighter l ost. 
Lat er in the day1 oft SAI(O ISLAND, a KONGO-Cl ass Battleship 
was attacked by GUADALCAN~ planes and badly damaged. The 
escorti ng destroyers were s t rafed. All our planes returned . 
The batt leship was damage further l ater in the day by B-17's . 

· II- t 
No information has yet become available as to the sur ­

face engagements on the evening and night of the 14th.-15th, 
of November. 

1-H I On the morning of the 15th, three enemy t ransports were 
burning and abandoned 90 llllles northwest of GOADALCANAl. A 
number of survivors were seen 1n the water between SAVO and 
RUSSELL I SLANDS. Various format ions of enemy vessels, t otal ­
ing 10 Cruisers and 7 Destroyers were seen retiring to the 
north at high speed. 

About midnight of the l4th.-15th. four enemy 
ships were beached near TASS~ARONGA and unloading 
Commencing at dawn, these ve9\els were a ttacked by 
surface units anq destroyed. \ 

frv'o' H- -v 
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Ooomoao~E..IfM ITED STATES fLEET 

S llhADooMIDI ornu CoMH•WTft ar Clair 

"" 110....,.,, -~OTOit o.c. ~ ~ I 5 p . ~. November 14, 
~ .... / 
~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont 1d . l .. 

J-1· '1-
A report from GU.AJ)ALCANAL adds the following 1ntor~a­

tion as of noon, 13 November (local time) I-

KONGO-Class battleship with seven torpedo hit s and a 
1 0000-pound bo~b hit is burning fiercel y 10 miles 
north of SAVO ISLAIID. Five enerzy destroyers aro 
standing by her. 

One vessel , believed to be an enemy destroyer, is 
beached and smoking at OLEVUGA ISLAND (west of 
FLOft~A ISLAND) , 

Two unidentified vessels, possibl y destroyers, are 
steamllllf in circles and trailing oil east of NUGU 
ISLAND (SEALARK CHANNEL, north of GUADALCANAL) . If l. 

u.s:s . CUSHING, destroyer, is burning 5 miles southeast 
of SAV~ fSLAND and has been abandoned. 

U.S . S . KONSSE!I, destroyer, 1 s in the same vi cinity and 
has been abandoned. 

U.S.S. LAFFEY has been sunk. 

700 survi vors have been picked up. Some enemy survivors 
have also been taken. 

~t Further information on the attack by our aircraft from 
GUADALCANAL on 2 Light Cruisers end 4 Destroyers retiring to 
the westward of GUADALCANAL indicates that three, and possibl y 
four , torpedo hits were made on one cruiser, and two, possibly 
three, bomb hits were made on the other cruiser. 

A preliminary battle report from the U. S.S . SAN FRANCISCO 
on the night action of 12- 13 November states that one ene~y 

.,: cruiser and one destroyer were sunk end eighteen 8" hits were 
scored on a KONGO-Cl ass battleship . 

At 11109 a,m., 14 November , u.s.s. JUNEAU, light cruiser, 
was torpedoed and sunk by enemy submarine twenty miles west of 

-<...SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 
At 6130 a . m. 1 15 November , GUADALCANAL reported that four 

enemy t r ansports were unloading between TASSAFARONGA and CAPE 
ESPERANCE on GUADALCANAL. S 
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~ SQUTH PACifiC ActiON (Cont'd , ) 

<i 
On the afternoon or the 13th. Ar~ B-171 s attacked an 

ana~ battleship or the FUSO Class, intlieting heavy damage , 

Further information recei ved concerning the action ot t 
SAVO ISLAND early morning or the 13th. indicates that the Des­
troyer AKATSOKI was sunk, 

Early on the morning or t he 14th. the following forma­
tiona or enaay ships were sean re t iring northwards from the 
OUADALCANAL ARE.ta-

2 Cruisers and 2 Destroyers to the west or 
GANONGA ISLAND; 

5 Cruisers and 6 Destroyers southwest or VIRU 
Harbor; 

5 Ships or which one was damaged, 145 miles 
north or GUADALCANAL. 

2 Cruisers and 4 Destroyers , 25 mi l es west or 
CAPE ESPERANCE. - This formation was attacked by 
GUADALCANAL planes and both cruisers badly damaged. 

At the same time, a group or 12 transports , escorted 
by battleships, cruisers, and destroyers , was seen 165 miles 
northwest or GUADALCANAL and standing toward that island. 
Early on the afternoon or the 14th. this force was attacked 
by our air and l ater by surface units . Reports received or 
this ac tion are meager. However, it appears that six ene~ 
tranaporta are badly damaged and that the entire force com­
.. ncad a retirement to the north about sundown from a point 
80 ailaa north or GUADALCANAL. There are indications that 
the undamaged ships may attempt to make a landing tonight on 
OUADALCANAL. 

At 8 100 p,m, on the 14th, a navAl engagamant was in 
progress 19 ailea to the weatward or RUSSELL ISLAND. No re­
ports concerning progress or outcome are yet available. 

PACIFIC . 

The u.s. Submarine FINBACK1 returning from a patrol 
eatt or FORMOSA, reports ainkins 27,000 tons or shipping, 

A Navy Catalina/icked up Captain E. Rickenbacker and 
five other survivors o a forced landing, late in October, 
600 ailaa northwest or TUTUILA, SAJIOA. 
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SQUTH PAC!FIC ACTION (Cont' d , ) 

At lr40 a,m. , 14 November, GUADALCANAL report ed being 
shelled by naval gunfire. 

A delayed report states that on ll November mopping 
up operat ions in the vicinity or TETBRE were compl eted. 
Captured arms ammunition, and stores were destroyed. Our 
troops have withdrawn to a covering position to west side 
or IIETAPONA RIVER. At least 350 Japanese were killed. OUr 
losses amounted to 40 dead and 120 wounded. A large enemy 
group escaped to southwest !rom TETERE and are being inter­
cepted by our raiders. 

On the west !lank, our advance to the westward was 
halted at noon, 11 November, and a withdrawal was made to 
the east side or the MATANIKAU RIVER to establish a temporary 
defense line, 

A !light o! 12 fighters and 6 dive bombers attacked 
REKATA BAY Area during the morning or 11 November. This 
a.rea appears deserted, 

PACIFIC 

The u.s.s. THRESHER on return f rom patrol in the 
INDO CHINA- GULF OF S!AY-MAKASSAR AREA reports sinking or 
heavily damaging two cargo vessels of about 5,000 and 6 1000 
tons on 19 September, north of LOMBOK STRAIT, with torpedoes, 
and on 31 October sinking a 3 , 00o-ton motor ship with gunfire 
ott KAPOPOSANG ISLAND (north or BALI) , 
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Q 

The u.s.s. PORTUJID suttered dazage to steering gear as s re­
sult or a torpedo hit and will require a tow. 

The U.S.S. ATLANTA wae evidently badly damaged and was being 
abandoned and sunk by demolition charges. 

The U. S.S . AARON WARD (destroyer) was towed t o t he anchorage 
in TULAGI Harbor . 

Damage to enemy has not been reported other than a re­
port trom GUADALCANAL at 8123 a . m., 13 November , which statea 
that t he Jap battleship KONGO 1a still a:tloat near SAVO IS­
LAND. A light cruiser, believed to be enemy, is out of con­
trol 1n the vicinity or the KONGO. An un1dent11'ied ship ex­
ploded and aanlc tour a1les south or SAVO ISLAND. A Jap bat­
tleship and three destroyers are retiring to the westward. 

At 0925 1 13 November, an enemy rorce or 10 transports, 
escorted by 12 cruisers and destroyers , were sighted north 
of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND retiring to t he northwest . 

At 10 a.m., 13 November , an enemy rorce consisting 
or one carr ier, one battleship, three destroyers, plus ot her 
vessels were sl&hted 220 miles north or GUADALCANAL retiring 
to the north at 15 knots . 

Captain W.T. Sherry, Jr., USAb a survivor or the crashed 
R1ckenbacker plane was picked up 13 ailes east or FUNAFUTI. 
Captain Sherry ata!ed that Rickenbacker, one Colonel, u.s. Army, 
and tour other aurviTora are on two lite rafts in the vici nity. 
Search with all available air and surface craft is continuing. 
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~ ll~Jf~ l 9 a.m. November 13, 1942. 

~-· ~" SQUTF! fACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 
.,'li 

OUr surface forces on arrival KUKUN about dawn, 12 
November, heavily shelled enemy positions, silencing shore 
batteries . Large fires and expl osions were noted on shore . 
Seventy-five landing boats were found at TASSAFARONGA, some 
of which bad been previously damaged. OUr ships' gunfire 

·destroyed thirty large ones and damaged others. 

The attack at this point was interrupted due to air 
attack, which occurred at 2•1$ p. m., 12 November, when about 
23 anemy torpedo bombers, escorted by 8 Zero fighters, attack­
ed our surtace vessels in the vicinity of GUADALCA11AL. 28 
of our fighters were sent to intercept. Our planes shot down 
16 torpedo bombers and $ Zero fighters, whil e ships' gunfire 
shot down 9 planes . Only one enemy plane was seen to escape. 

The U.S . S. SAN FRANCISCO was side-swiped by a burning 
plane which resulted in 30 casualties and slight damage. 

The u.s.s. BUCHANAN was hit by one $" shell which did 
some damage and resulted in five casualties. 

No other ships were damaged at this time. Few casual­
ties were incurred from own gunfire. 

Incomplete reports indicate that our surface forces in 
the OUADALCANAL AREA engaged enemy forces in a night action 
about 2 130 a.m. 13 November. OUr forces were apparently com­
posed ofi-

SAN FRANCISCO, F!ELENA, PENSACOLA, PORTLAND, JUNEAU, 
ATLANTA, and about 11 destroyers . 

The following Yessels are reported as being damaged and r e­
tiri ng at 1$ knots•-

SAN FRANCISCO (heavy cruiser), 
JUNEAU (light cruiser) 
BBLBNA (light cruiser) , 
0 1BANNON (destroyer), 
FLBTCBER (destroyer), and 
STERETT (destroyer) 
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</'~ SOOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

No action reports from the SOUTH PACIFIC . 

PACIFIC 

The u.s .s. SPEARFISH on return from patrol orr LUZON 
reports sinking a minelayer or 2,500 tons on 24 September 
70 miles south southwest or UINDORO ISLAND and a merchant 
vessel in convoy on 9 October 90 miles northwest or CORREGIDOR. 
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~~"" SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

No action reports received since yesterday after­
noon' s SUllllllary. 

PACIFIC 

The Submarine SEAWOLF 1 while patrolling MAKASSAR 
STRAIT and DAVAO GULF, sank the following•-

November 2 -
November 3 -

3 1 500-Ton MARU off CAPE SAN AUGUSTIN. 
9 1000-Ton Motorship loading off TALaMO 
Wharf. Three hits scored, vessel sink­
ing and on fire when last seen. 

51000-Ton IIARU inbound DAVAO CITY. November 
November 41 000-Ton llARU off SAN AUGUSTIN. 

CAPE SAri AUGUSTIN is at the Eastern En­
trance to DAVAO GULF. 

TALOUO is five miles west of DAVAO in DAVAO 
GOLF. 
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" 5 p.m. November 11, 1942 . 
"'l I) SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont'd . l 

At 9s30 a.m. 11 November, 10 enemy dive bombers, 
ucorted by 12 Zero righters, were over OUADALCANAL. The 
u.s.s. ZEILIN, Naval Transport 1 was damaged by three near 
bomb misaea while unloadina. one hold was flooded and 
another partially flooded. 5 Zaroa and l bomber were 
ahot down, plus 2 Zeros and l bomber probable. 

At lls35 a . m. 11 November a croup or 5 Zero fighters 
and 25 twin-engine bomber a came over. Our planes shot down 
6 bombers and 2 probable. Anti- a.ircraft fire shot down ona 
bomber. 

Our aircraft losses amounted to 7 fighters from 
which two pilots were saved. Five additional fighters were 
damaged. 

No other ships were damaged in either or the above 
attacks. 
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"o" <:{>~ SO!JTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d. l 

\ 

<m GUADALCANAL near TETBRE 1 about four miles east 
of KOLI POINT, a Jap force or unknown strength has been 
surrounded. This, apparently, is the force which was 
landed on the night or November 2nd-3rd. The advance to­
ward lOKUKBUNA, to the west, was resumed at daylight or 
the lOth. Army P-39's flew four attack missions in sup­
port or the ground forces . 

On the morning or November 9th. 180 miles north­
west of LUNGA POINT, GUADALCANAL, two light cruisers and 
three destroyers were seen, en route to FAlSI, In this 
same locality, early on the evening or November lOth. , 
GUADALCANAL dive bombers attacked five enemy destroyers 
headed southeast. Near misses were made 1 but no hits, 
There are indications, however, of slight damage to these 
ships. Toward midnight, enemy ships were in the vicinity 
of CAPE ESPERANCE, GUADALCANAL. These were apparently the 
same units. 

Near SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on the 9th. our air search 
located a camouflaged and radio equipped schooner. 

The Destroyer Minesweeper SOUTHARD at 0230, local 
time, on the lOth. attacked and probably sank an enemy 
submarine five aile a off HADA BAY, northwest point of SAN 
CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

A large flight of enemy planes was over the GUADAL­
CANAL air field at 11120 a . m. , local time 1 November 11th. 
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10, 1942, 

SQUTH pACIFIC AQTION (Cont 1 4 . ) 

Report rra. SOUTH PACIFIC states that additional 
air loasee ot en&JIY on 7 lloveaber, not previously report­
ed, nre three Zero tloat planes and one tloat biplane. 
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Ji TJ"'fl .B i I 9 a . m. November 10, 1942, 
~ 
" SQUTH ptCIFIC ActiON (Cont1d , ) 

No action reports rroa the SOOTH PACIFIC this morn-

RALEIGH searching estimated Japanese patrol s t ations 
along t he l75th. Meridian to the westward or the ELLI CE 
ISLANDS railed to lUke contact w1 th aey enelll)" units. 
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9 a. m. llovember 9 , 1942 . 

SOU'I'l! PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont'd.) 

November 8 th - aea rch planes from GUADALCANAL strafed 
and bombed three beached floa~ing biplanoe at REKATA DAY, 
destroyed three landing boats aouth or CAPE ESPERANCE and 
threo landing bon to we at of TASSAFAROt;OA. 

During the evening a two-man Japanoae aubmarine at 
CAPE ESPERA!;cE was sighted, bombed, strafed, and destroyed. 

LA!ISDOWJlE reports bomb&rdlng suspected positions at 
KOLI POiliT & t 3 p ·"'· on the 7th. 

Additi onal r eports of air attacks as alnst one cruiser, 
ten destroyers north of LUNOA POI~~ stating that our fightera 
scored two bits and two near miaaes with 100 pound bombs on 
a Japanese destroyer . 

Submarine CRAYLI!IG reports two torpedo bits i n C!fYODA 
type aircraft tender . 

At 9:50 p .m. of the 8th throo ct cur motor torpodo boats 
encountered two Japanese destroyers on SAVO ISLAND near CAPE 
ESPERANCE firing five torpedoes, and making one def inite hit. 
One torpedo boat was holed by a aholl. 

Japanese appearing to be preparing for an attack about 
the 11th. 

ENTERPRISE is now prepared to operate 66 planes on 24 
hour a notice. Expects to be tully readJ by llovember 21st. 
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~~ w.. 10 a.m. November 8 , 1942 (Cont'd , ) 

~" SQUTH PACIFIC ACtiO!! (Cont ' d . > 
<) 

rhis aaae force was aigbted earlier, at 10 in the 
aornin&, and attacked by 11 B-17' a, - no bits being aade. 

An enall)' plane shot down on GUADALCANAL on 2 5 Oct­
ober was an Arll)' liaht bomber, - uniform of pilot Army, 

Docwunts captured on GUADALCANAL indicate that the 
presence or our naval force in the area prevent ed the land­
ina or the Japanese )8th. Division which was embarked on 
transports with the plan !or a general attack on 3 l!oveaber. 
Diaries captured indicate sickness and a shortaae or food 
and ·-m' tion in enell)' forces . they also indicate t.hat 
our naval cunfire and air attacks have been very ettective ¥ 
in br1D£ing about a decline in aorale aaongst the Japanese. 
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4f~~ I J I 10 a . m. No~mbar 8, 1942, 

~ () SQQtH PACifiC ACtiON (Cont'd. l 

On 6 November our forces advanced to IJIETAPOllA RIVER, 
four ailes east or ~OLI POINT, making no contact with enemy 
forces , A.dYance to the east continued on the •ornina or the 
?th. 

P- 400' a aade aeven attacks on Japanese positions, des­
troying a boat with cas drums and a large &miiiUnition dump. 
Continuous dive bomber patrols were made over Japaneeo posi­
tions. 

During the nicht or 6-7 llovember our 110tor torpedo 
boats reported two Japa.nese dutreyera orr LUNGA POINT and 
claimed one destroyer sunk. Our air (probably the following 
morn1n&) r eported a large oil !l~c~~ boxes~_l1fe ratts, in / 
the vicinity or lfUGU ISLAND, SEALAIIK CHANNEl. (20 miles east 
or LUNGA), - possibly aoved by the current, 

The aaall Transport IU.TABA was struck &llidships by one \ 
torpedo t wo a1les east or LUNGA at 9•30 on the aorning or 
the 7th, and was beached at 3 p.m. From the statements or · 
those who saw the periscope and conning t ower, it appears 
that th1a attack was aade by a midget or very small submarine. 

rwo or our destroyers in the Yicinity aade sound search­
es during the reu.inder or the d~ 1 durina which three depth 
charae attacks were made without apparent r esults, 

At 5•30 in the afternoon or the ?th. seven dive bombers , 
three torpedo planeat eight P-39's, and twenty- two t1chtera 
attacked a Japanese force or one llght cruiser and ten des­
troyer s 135 a1lea north or LUNGA POINT (torce was headed to 
the south) . rwo torpedo hits , one lOQO-lb, bomb hit, and one 
near aiss were ude on the cru1sert and one torpedo hit on a 
destroyer. P- 39's shot down tive float biplanes; F-4-F'a J 
shot down tive float Zeros and t wo float biplanaa , - total 
twaln pl~a. Four F-4-F ' s faUed to return, one or the 
pilots beina rescued. At 6100 the enelll)' headed to the east­
ward, Our planea reported see in& an explosion attar the 
ehipa we re no longer visi ble, Aa a r esult or this destruc-
tion ot planes, the Japanese were apparently unable to pro-
vide p~anea tor a proJected covering operation the rollowina 
IIO.rning. 
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~ ._,.. SQUIB PACIFIC ActiON (Cont 1 d . } 
.... 

5 l!on!lber. lf·"J... 
At llt30 in the aorninc 27 Bombers and Zer os were over 

OUADALCAHAL poaltions. Due to cloud conditions our righters 
did not make contact. Bomba were dropped near defense lines 
k1111ng one, Wounding tive, 

OUr a.ircratt were continuously over Japanese land posi­
tions. Five attacks were aade by P-400's and one by dive-f 
bombers, (."<.0-1" ..,......-z..._. ~ - T r~-.. t '"r;__ 'if--::--

During the night ot the ;th.-6th. the Second Marines 
repul1ed light at t acks west or POINT CRUZ. 

/ H·3 
TULAGI Karina• completed a successful operation against 

tha Japanese outpost at CAPE ASTROLaBE (north tip or KALAITA 
ISLAIID) . Nineteen Japanese were ldlled , one captured. All 
radio equipment, documenta l arms, and ammunition were captured 
intact. Only t wo unarmed Japanese escaped to the bush. No 
llarine casualties , ,;;f. t"' '.t \r ~ ' I & 

~ ~...- "(\' "V ,._, -1~ • /!;, -
6 !!oy!lber. •/.IV J. ,, ff' ~ rr...., ;.! • 

By the •orX"or he 6th. the l64th. Infantry had co;~>­
pleted passage or the KlLIIIBUI RIVER (XOLI POINT) and were ad­
•ancing to the north to envelope the Japanese south tlank. 
No large contacts bad been ~de at the time ot the report. 

At 4•00 1n the morninc or the )rd. the lleCALLA sighted 
the periacope or a 1ubmarine aubmerging close aboard ott the 
south entrance or IliDISP!HSABLB STRAIT. A depth eharce attack 
wa1 aade. Loud underwater explosions were heard after the 
depth charges had exploded, Submarine possibly sunk. 

On t he 7th. a Japanese submarine was tighted ott LUNGA 
POI!!T. / ~-'1" 

PEARL HARBOR reports that REICAfA BAY was probably re­
intorced on ; l!oY&mber. 
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B I I 9 a.m. November 6, 1942. 

#" SO!!'tH PACifiC AC'l'lot! (Cont'd , ) 

Report troa GUADA.LCAN.U etate1 Marines are boldine 
the pod tiona that were captured we~t ot IIATANIKAU. 1'he 
Japan••• aade • etrons counter-attack asainst these posi­
tion• on the nicht ot the 4th.-5th. Which were repulsed 
with heavy Japane1e losses. 

In the east eactor the Marines are holding in the 
vicinity ot KOLI POINT while two Ar~ battalions are mov­
ing to envelope the enemy lett flank trom the south. Dur­
ing the 4th. ti&htins in this sector was limited to patrol 
action. 

Lanclinca at !J1KUll and AOLA BAY completed and trans­
ports have departed. - Landing at AOLA BAY is being kept 
very secret tor the present. 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Coot 1 d , ) 

KOKOMBONA were shelled by our naTal forces, 

The tranaporta in the AOLA BAY Area continued un­
loadin& durin& the night. The transports i .n the I<JJKUII Area 
atood out during the nicht with the intention ot returning 
the tollortnc dq to complete unload in&, - which would re­
quire 11x hours . 

Destroyer transports are returning to ESPIRITO SANTO 
to embark two eompanie1 ot the Second Marine Raider Battalion. 
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~ SQUTH PACIFIC ActiON (Cont1d . ) 

Additional intormation relating to the carrier ac­
tion ot 26 October north ot the SANTA CRUZ IS~~ obtained 
trom captured notebooks, ate., reveal that there were tour 
carriers present in the battle• -

ZUIHO 
HAY AT AKA. 

Three ot these carriers carried•-

54 Torpedo Planes, 
42 Bombers, 

_56_ Fighters. 
ID Total. 

Alao planes troe R!XATTA BAY participated in the action. Car­
rier not included above probably carried in the neighborhood 
ot 50 planes. 

One ot the surrace ships present in the battle was 
the reconditioned battleship Hl&I . 

A captured doeUMnt shows that the 
land the 38th. Di'fision east or !COLI POINT. 
sace dated the )rd. 1 apparently se.nt before 
next paragraph or this SUmmary). 

Japanese plan to 
(1'h1s rrom a .. s­

intormation or 

On the night or the 3rd.-4th, Japanese landed 7000 
yards east or !COLI POINT . Thi1 landing was attacked by a bat­
talion or the 7th. Marines at dawn. The Marines were driven 
back by superior rorces supported by Japanese artillery, 
OOADALCANAL r.porta that ground troops were concentrating on 
the afternoon ot the 4th. to destroy this hostile !orca. Be­
ginning at 4•30 in the arternoon planes bombed and strafed the 
Japanese area in this vicinity, 

A despatch dated the 5th. continues with the intoraa­
t1on that our attack against the Japanese west or the MATAIIIICAO 
RIVER continued successfully with 350 Japaneae killed at one 
point wast or POINT CRUZ, - three field pieces, twelve 37ma 
guns, and thirty aach1ne guns were captured. 

As previously reported, the Japanese positions at 
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.,4> SO!JTH PACil"'C ACtiON (Cont 1d. l 

Coiii!Wld1ng General, Ar-.:y Forcu 1 SOUTH PACIFIC, 
operation report tor l Movember atatea that 19 B-1?'• 
dropped 3?9 - 100-lb, bombs on ena~ supply and troop 
concentration area at XOICUliBO!!A, 335 or these bombs 
were dropped 1n an area 1000 teet wide and 4000 teet 
long parallel to the beach at the mouth or the POHA RIVER. 
Bomba were dropped from an average altitude of 4000 teet. 
Reaulta, - amoke ever the area wi th a f ew small fires, 
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~ I 1 8130 a . m. NoYember 4, 1942. 

~.., SQUTH PACIFIC ACT I OJ! (Coot' d . l 
<> 

Report troa the SCJUTB PACIP'IC l hOWI thet three dhe 
boabera nre 1ent out to attack a hoatlle .Tapanese t orce ot 
tour cru11era and leYenteen deatroyers at 5r30 on the after­
noon ot the 2nd. , -none returned. 

A110 the diYe bomber that reported an enemy deltroy­
er ott ~OKUMBONA at 9t30 on the even.ing ot the 2nd. tailed 
to return. 

Two tighter• were los t due to operational cra1he1. 

Total plane lo11es - six. 

On the 2nd. one 75mm, six 37• gun1, and aaan;y machine 
guns were captured in ground operation•. 

TAS~ FORCE 651 __ t our cruiser• and fourteen destroyer•, 
arrind ott GUADALCANAL , bout 5•30 on the 1110rning of the 
4th. t o make landings at~OLA BA~~~ alles to the eastward 
ot LUNGA POI NT , and landings at ~u~u•, - tive transport• . 

Landing group at ~OLA con1i1ted of•-

A detachment of the 5th. Marine Defense Bat-
talion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

One Battalion of the l47th. Intantry - -
Ba ttalion ~ of 246th. Field Artillery -

Two coapanies of 2nd, llar1ne Raider Bat-
talion - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Conat ruct1on Workers tor conatruction or 
an airfield - - - - - - - - - - -

400 lien 
884 llen 
109 llen; 

4-105-
Guns 

300 llen 

5'00 1len 

At KUKUK the 8th. llarine Regiment , 4652 men, wa1 landed. 

PACIFIC 

WRALI caapleted a a1n1ng a1111on •outh of HONSHU and 
reported u!dnc tiYe t orpedo hita on t our cargo carriere. 
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~~ 8a)O a.m. November 3, 1942 (Cont'd , ) 
., .. ..,.. SO!)TH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.l #·l-
~ '{ , r--· .t... "' , ... 

" GOADALCANAL reports a bo-~ landi.Dg e1'!ec ted 
on the n1&)lt ot the 2nd-3rd. eaft~re li:OLI POI.NT rrom one 
light cruiser, one transport, and one destrofer. 

GUADALCANAL also reports that U.S. transports are 
still unloading, ·Motor torpedo boats were ott KOLI POINT 
until daylight (apparently these motor torpedo boats did 
not make contact with the Japanese forces in this area) . 

The 
Class Light 
ot the 3rd. 
llALAITJ.) I 

PLOIIGER reyorts making two hits on a NATORI 
Cruiser (5,170 tons) at 4al5 on the aorning 
in IIIDlSPENSABLE STRAIT (between FLORIDA and 

'\ ~- ' 
3'6""' . v... f'l ~ 

' 
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~~.t I I Bt)O a.m. November 3, 1942. 
"' ~~ SOutH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

Corrected report or damage inflicted on Japanese 
forces in carrier attack on October 26th. lists t he fol­
lowing changes•-

Four 1000-lb. bomb hits on a second TONE 
Class (8 5PO-ton) Heavy Cruiser. 

one addit!onal torpedo hit portside or 
NACHI Claaa (10,000-ton) Heavy Cruiser. 

Change a- one 1000-lb. bomb hit on an unidentified 
battleship to one 500-lb. bomb hit on a 
light cruiser. 

This corrected list will cause the score to readt-

SHOKAKU Class Carrier -

SHOKAKU Class Carrier -

~ONGO Class Battleship 

- - Four to six 1000-lb. bomb 
hits. 

- - Two 5PO-lb. bomb hits on 
No. 3 elevator. 

Two 1000-lb. bomb hits on 
No. 2 turret and star­
board side amidships. 

One 500-lb. bomb hit. Light Cruiser (approxi­
mately 5,000-ton) 

ATAGO Class Heavy Cruiser -
(10,000-ton) 

One possibl' 500-lb. bomb 
hit and one possible tor­
pedo hit . 

TONE Class Heavy Cruiser 
(8,500-ton) 

TONE Class Heavy Cruiser 
(8,500-ton) 

- Five 500-lb. bomb hits, -
one forward of bridge on 
the starboard side , two 
between stacks, one art 
ot stacks, one on stern. 

- Four 1000-lb. bomb hits. 

NACHI Class Heavy Cruiser -
(10,000-ton) 

Three torpedo hits , - one 
on starboard side, two on 
port side. 

Enemy planes destroyed - 115 certain, 46 probably 
additional. 
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o6 ~ E T .. " --· •. """""' 
~~ ~ l 5 p.m. November 2, 1942, 
.... ~ 

TASK FORCE 65 was unable to make contact with the 1 
Japanese force which was reported in INDISP~ISABLE STRAIT 
1n t his •orning' • SUlllliiAl'y. 

The Transport FULLER reports a collision with the 
Destroyer CORYKGHAK. The rorward tiraroom or the CONYNG­
HAM was fiooded and speed reduced to tan knots. 1'he 
CONYNGHAM was directed to aaek shelter inshore at KALAITA. 
Daaq• to the I'ULLER was not dhablinc. The FULLER"'~~ ac­
coapaniad by the Deatroyer SHAW, is olearine INDISPENSABLE 
STRAIT at best speed, 

• 
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R J:' --..... .,. .... ...,....._ .. Co» 
"- UVT DIP.unGan. WAaDfOTOit, D.C. 

.Q.Bil 
~ 9 •·•· November 2, 1942. (Cont 'd) 

"'"' SQUTH PACIFIC AQtiON (Cont1d . ) 

this force continued to be shadowed. As a result or the ap­
proach or this force, our transports were directed to with­
draw and retire toward~PIRITU SANTO~ except tor MAJABA 
and SOUtiiARD, which we into TULAGI Harbor. 

1-H• \f'I·J 
the SAILFISH reports Jllaking an unsuccessful attack on 

the Japanese Minelayer SHIRATAXA ott the western entrance or 
C . 1 PAISI. this 1\lbaarine reports very strong anti-subaarine 

activity in that area also encountered during the entire 
patrol. 

PACIFIC 

SUbmarine KINGFISH, returning rrom patrol south or 
HONSHU, reports sinking 12,000 tons. 

~ ~-Y 
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~ • ·non·..._. or 'fD O»oc·.,. • c::--

s~~T .. "_7~~:. N·:::ber 2, 1942. 

~ ~ SQUTH PACifiC AQTION (Cont'd. l 

... -~ 

.... /f(~ /)/) 
Report troa SOUTH PACIFIC 1ndfc~t .. (apparently dur1nc the battle on the 26th. ot/Octobar) that a Japa­n••• torpedo plana doTe into SMITH d••oliahing both tor-ward 5'" 110unta 1 and cauain& extensive duage 1n structure ,1 !j' 

in that T1c1nity. , ~--rzk ,...&,.>' T' -

u.s. losses from all causes or planes on 26 Octobers­

Fi&hters ( VP) - - - - - 27 
Diva Bombers ( VSB) - - 24 
Torpedo Plan., (VTB) - _1.3 

Total----o4 
Paraonne1 losaes - - - 24 

Previously reported Japanese losse a, 115 pl.anea cer­tain, 46 probable, - total 161. 

Report of Operations on the 1st. •- rJ- tf 
At 5's30 in the morning 7 Gl'UJIIIII--~stroyad 

5' Japanese planes on the beach at REkATAuBAY. Many 
wrecked planes were seen. 411 buildings were strafed. 
Oppos1ng anti-aircraft tire was Yery heaV7 and ac-
curate, caus1ng duace to all of our planes, all of :\ 
which, howaYer , raturnad, / H--.. fa/7..,1 t .. ~ •·~/ 

fifth Marines crossed the MATANIKAU at daybreak 
a ttackinc to the westward, supported by 8· 17'•• 
P- 400's and dive bombers attacked continually during 
the d~ ailenc1ng the Japanese artillary, and the 
Japaneaa withdrew slowly. ODe wave of our attack ad­
vanced about two ailas with relatively light caaual-
t 1... \J ,-v 
Our tore• • • compoaad ot about three tr~sporta and five daatroyars1 ~can unloading near LUNGA POINT on the 110rn1nc or the c:na. Later apparently the dutroyar 1 boa bard­ad Japanese positions. 

In the afternoon or tba 2nd. a Japanese surface force, coaposad or about three cruisers and eleven destroyers, was 
located about 25' atlas east of CAPE ASTROLABE, IIALAITA, pro­ceadinc toward IKDISPENS~ STRAIT, probably tor attackin& our forces ott LUNOA1 and::randinc Japanese troops. 
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;.:-/".1~ J 'f ... 4 p,m, Xovambar 1 , 1942 • ... ~~ .. 
!!> ... 

0 
SQDTH PAC!FIC 4CfiOX (Cont 0d . l 

COBDander USIC FORCB 61 .. timatu damagea lntl1cted on the ana~ by TASIC FORCE 61 on the 26th, as t ollo•••-
,. SHOICAKO Cla .. Carrier 

)r'1" SHOICAKO Cla.. carrier 

- Four to aix 1090-lb. bomb 
hi h. 

- two 590-l b, bomb hlta on 
No, 3 elevator , 

!CONGO Clasa Battleship - Two 11090-lb. bomb hits on 
No. 2 turret and atar­
board aide amidships. Ullldentllled Ba ttleship - One 1,090-lb, bomb hit on 
starboard side astern, ATAGO Class Heavy Cruiser- One possible 590-lb, bomb 

(lo, ooo-ton) hit and one possible tor­
pedo hit , 

TONE Class Heavy Cruiser - Five 590-lb, bomb hits, -(8, 500 ton) one forward or bridge on 
the starboard side, .two 
between stacks, one art 
or stacks, one on stern. 

NACHI Class Heavy Cruiser -Two torpedo hit s , - one on (101090-ton) each aide. 

Ene!Q' planes destroyed -115 certain, 46 probab~ 
additional. 

Commander TASIC FORCE 61 atatea that he estimates 150 Japanese planes from tour carriers participated in the attacks 
on our carrier_:. ·lf. v 

GUADALCARAL reports there were no ground activities on the 30th. The .ur Force ~~ade three attacks on Japanese posi­tions. 

At 2 p,a, on the 30th, aix Japan••• dive boabara and aix Zeroa ware intercepted in the vicinity or GUADALCANAL by tive Gru.mans. The ene~ plane• Jettisoned their boaba and tlad, Japaneae !ichtar protection was ine!!activa and tour anea;y dift b011bara ware ahot down. OUr planes received no daaage and no losaes. 

During t he lllcht or the 30th,-3lat. our dive b011bers harraaaad Japan••• poaitiona troa 10 p,a, to 5•20 a.m. 

Regraded Unclassified
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ec-..~,ET u~~!~A~!!,_' .. L!,!r s un ocr.unawr, w~Q.C. 

I 10 a . m. November 1, 1942. 
~ .. 
~~"' SO!!tH PACIFIC ACTIO!! (Cont 'd. l .... 

There were no illportant ground contacts on OUAD.UCA.IiAL 
on the 29th. Our forces continued -oJ?.PinS up operations. 
A nal.l. patrol captured two daaqed ?~- guns west of MATAH­
IKAU. Plane• continued attacks on Japanese positions. 

A dive bomber on patrol sighted two Japanese destroy­
ers at 10a55 p.m. the 29th. in the vicinity ot TASSAFARONGA. 
Bombs were dropped~ - no damage. However , the destroyer• de­
parted toward RUSSELL ISLAHD. 

At about aidnight the 29th- 30th. three dive bombers 
bombed destroyers wast of RUSSELL ISLAHD. There were no 
contact. thereafter, - one dive bomber is missing. 

At about SalO a . m. on the 30th. seven Grummans attack­
ed REJI:ATA BU. Three biplanes ware destroyed on the water 1 uin building and fuel dUIIp were atrafad and set afire 1 ana 
the camp was atrafad. There were three float Zero planes 
and two biplanea in the air . 

One of our cruisers and tour destroyers bombarded 
Japanese positions on GUADALCANAL from 6a30 to 8a45 a . m. on 
the 30th. Artillery, boats, and buildings were destroyed. 
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SQUTB PACIFIC ACTION {Cont 14 . ) 

Submarine AJIBERJACK, returning from patrol in liE'R 
IRELAlfD-BOUGANVILLB AREA, reports follorlng sinkings of 
and <1amages to enemy shipping •-

September 18 - At a position about five miles north 
of CAPE HENPAN, BUK.A ISLAND made . 
night ra<1ar contact with a iarge pas­
sanger ship. One torpedo explosion 
was felt an<1 seen. Ship ia believed 
t o have been badly <1amage<1. 

September 19 - Sank a 5!000-ton loa<1ed transport in 
BOUGANV LLB STRAITS •. 

October 7 - - Made one hit on a 4,000-ton freighter 
in the late. afternoon about 140 miles 
north northeast of RABAUL. The ship \ 
settled in the water but continue<! 
on course. AJIBERJACK surfaced ~-
h&lt hgur before sunset an<1 gave 
chase. Made ra<1ar contact about 7 
p.m. and fired one torpedo which 
missed. At 7•58 p.m. fired one long 
range, slow speed, torpedo. Attar 
5 minutes and 55 secon<1s saw explo-
sion and ship sank 20 minutes later. 

October 10 - - Made two hits on a TONAN MARU (whale 
factory), 19,000 tons gross tonnage, 
and one hit on a transport alongside 
the TONAN MARU in KAVIENG Harbor. 
Explosions were heard and one and one­
halt ainutes later the stern of t he 
TON AN MARU was underwater. Both ships 
are believed to have been badly damage<1. 

On October 25th. the AMBERJACK also <1el1vere<1 the fol­
lowinc supplies from ESPIRITU SANTO to GU.ADALCANALI -

9 , 000 Gallons of gasoline; 
200 100-lb. bombs 1 
15 .&r.7 air groun<1 crew personnel; and 

Several bags of mail. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
BaAoou.urrat or tu Omowma Df Omr 

IUV'I' DOAITtroCGI'T, WAIKDIOTOII, O.C. 

9 a.m. October 30, 1942. 

SOUTH PAC!FIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

Summary or activities at GUADALCANAL on the 28th. 
states ground action was eontined to small patrol contacts 
and mopping up in the vicinity o! UNITED STATES positions. 
A patrol operating west o! KATANIKAU reported several hun­
dred Japanese dead in the vicinity or POINT CRUZ and three 
additional Japanese tanks round destroyed. 

Japanese units identified aa being presents­

Oka Regiment, 
4th. Infantry, 

29th. In! an try 1 and 
15th. Heavy Artillery. 

Japanese troops west of KATANIKAU were attacked by 
P- 400'•· At 5•30 p. m. on the 28th. two P-400's destroyed 
two float planes at REKATA BAY. 

At 4100 on the morning of the 29th. two Japanese 
heavy bombers dropped bombs which !ell in the water. 

At 12t30 on the morning of the 3oth. a motor torpedo 
boat reported making a torpedo hit on a Japanese destroyer 
between CAPE ESPERANCE and SAVO ISLAND. Destroyer was lett 
dead in the water . 

A search plane reports dropping two bombs on a sub­
merged Japanese submarine at a position 150 miles south or 
SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND at 7t 3 5 on the morning of the 29th. , 
with resul ti.ng large oil slick. 

U. S. Arriiy and air reinforcements to NEW BRITAIN AREA 
continues. 

PACIFIC 

Submarine DRUK, upon departure !rom patrol area ott 
HONSHU, reports sinking !our Japanese merchantmen. 
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S~ ~NITED STATES FLEET R E I MU.OOU&mal Of Tltl OOWN.AIIfta Dt Onlr 
(.i ltAYT 011'....,.,, WAIKbfOTOW,. D. 0. 

, .,. .. ~Ill 
~ 5 p.m. October 291 1942. 

SQOTH PACIFIC .f.CtiO!I (Cont 'd. ) 

Report froa C.,..•Mer South Pacific atates that 
GUADALCAMAL Air Pore•• attacked a Japanaaa aicht-cun anti­
all'cratt battery at J.:QP;UJIB(JIJ. with d1.,. boabers and P-400° • · 
The batter7 waa silenced and an ...unit1on duap and atoras 
daatro7ed. 

Atta ck• ware also aade on suspected field gUn pos1tione. 
Ho fire from theae positions was made on the 26th. 

GUADALCAMAL J.ir Forces dropped ll - 100 lb, and 3 - 300 
lb. boabs on a Japaneea bhouac area at RBitJ.TA BAY at 9o20 
1n tha IIPrnin& of the 27th. Fuel or ...unition dllliJl waa aet 
afire . SeTen float planes were atrated on the water, tour ot 
which ware burned. One ot our pUots parachuted near the 
northwest tip of ISJ.BBL ISLABD. 

Regraded Unclassified
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Thr SCliLPl. returned to A~ST.IALIA tt.a 2bth. of Ccto­
ber froJ u patrol trip in the BI3.aui(;i\- SuLL'i.o: 3 A.t:::., O?ith 
reslll.ts : -

26 September - 9 ,2oo-ton tanker (3 hits , but act·tn1 
s1ru:1n~ not observ"d ~ue to sev~~e 
depth chnr~inr: follortin;; the attack) . 
Tl~is s i ru:inL was northenst of wi L:"E 
JjJ".:l ~.' • • 

7 October - San!< u 10, 000-ton F"JJI ,J ... ~U type trans­
port 1 ncar K.A'/IJ::liG, 1.::'.1 I!U::LAI.D . 

14 October - Sal1l< " tlltll<ar . 
18 October - ::orthcnst of BUJG.~·'IIIJ..L u. 4 1 000-ton 

convertou morchantnnn swt!<. 

Tl!IGGEH returnin., frorr. patrol of BO.'GO Cl.At l:EL roports 
sirudn::; one 1 ') 1 000- ton tan!mr o.ne one 51 000- ton car ~;o ship . 
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UNITE D STATE S FLEET 

s ~~RET~:.-...::.:::::.::-
.§..,.~~~'-! ];;! 5 P· "' · October 28 , 1Q42 . 

" ro~ 
<> SOtlTH PACIHC ACTIOH (Cont ' d , ) 

Gl.iADALCA!lAL repol'ts numol:'ous snall attacks were 
made by Japanese forces on our fol'ces dul'ing the night of 
the 26th.-27th. All of theso were repulsed outside of our 
wire barricade. 

A fur t her report from GUAOALCAIIAL statos that during 
the last five days U.S . casualties have been 86 dead , 109 
wounded , J apanese lost nino 14-13 ton tanks , one x·e.:iMont­
al battery , many heavy and light machiMe guns , and at least 
2 1000 J apanese were killed . 
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i1§'0-i:t UNITED STATES FLEET 

S E ""'"""tw>oo..,_ or- 00""·- • c...r 
I unllG'unan.w~o..c. 

~~~.;t 1! 1L'! 
S> 8 : 30 a .: . Octobor 28 , lQ42 . .,co 

SOcT•' PhCir'!C ACTIOl (C,nt ' d , ) 

The Battleship ''1/.Sl'I~/GTOL was fired on by a submarine 
at ) :20 ill the mr.>rnint: of the 27th. at a position a'out 370 
miles west of ESPilfiTU S/\J:TO. All torpedoes missed . A snc­
ond submarine attack a&ainst the ':1/.S!li; GTO;J took place at 
5: 30 ill the m<:>rnillt: about 330 miles vest of ESPI.U~U SA.:<TO. 
All torpedoes missed . 
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SOuTH PACll'lC ACTIOt: (Cont 1g , ) 

Further report from the Command ins Officer, TRJ:VJ::R , 
states that his ship and tho ZAI'!E 11erc under full f'il'e of 
thr·ee ne\'1 J apanese destroyers for 19 minutes , Foul' dive 
bombers from GU/.OALCA!.AL intercepted the Japanese destroyel' S 
during the enga~;eraent and sank at least two of them. The 
TREVER and ZAJ;E scored at least four hits . At the end of 
the engagement the enemy had closed to about 7000-81100 yards . 

The Cot.l!mnding Offiee:r , TRE'IE..l , also reports that both 
ships nill be provisioned , fueled , and ready for sea early 
morning of the 28th. The TREVER' s boiler was l'epaired by 
the ship ' s fo:rce . The ZAJ:E has not as yet been ordered by 
the Group Commander (C . 0 . TJtEVER) to take aviation gas to 
GUADALCA!lAL in view of the fact that one of the ZA;:E ' s guns 
was completely destroyed . 

CoMJllatlder TASK F ORCE 61 reports that damage now deter­
mined requires that ENTERPRISE , POHTLAI.D, SAl. JUA!: , SJITH, 
and !.!AURY are requirad to proceed to port for fu:rther exar.t-
1nat1on and temporary repairs . 

Guns of the SOO'rH DAKOTA's No . 2 
bomb fragments but may be serviceable . 
SOUTH DAKOTA was seriousl y >lounded . 

turret were nicked by 
The Co~rnanding Officer 

Additional damage to ENTJ:;RPiUSE is reported as follo;•s :-

OUt of Col1l1'lission - Fo:n·1ard Gyro ; 
!los , 3 and 4 Bo11b El evators ; 
5" Ar.ununi tion Hoists to Groups 
1 and 2; 

3 Radio Transmitters. 
50 ' of forv;ard hangar deck bulged ; 
One direction finder loop destroyed ; 
Degausing cables cut ; 
Personnel casual ties - 30 dead , 60 r;ow1ded , 

PORTLAND has one steering uni t out of commiss i on and the 
other unit is not reliable . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
BU.ooo.urn. or tD cow• we ... Clair 

S~~R"=T .. " ............. .._ .. ., 
-~~E T• "- 9 a •. • Octol;er 27 , 1~4?. (Con t• d . ) 

l':lj. ... _ - - -
" .,.,<> so; Til PJ.CU'IC ACTIO! {Cont 1d , ) 

Alon~; the l.lATAI:ThAU .ll'IE.l t he Japanese wore drivon 
to t he south by the 7th. lJa1•1nes . Oar inc the 2)th. anti­
ai rcraft shot do,·m one bombar , t hree Zeros , and ~;round troons 
got one Zero . 
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;.. awnary roe.ived !'roe Coa::.ando:- S~th Pac1t1c or 
oporation.s on the 2Stt: . an4 26th . ,,....,.., that a - 17 ~ 
atarch at 10s20 on U·.e '!!Orn1nt ot tt.o 2~th . waa attac' ed 
'by lix lan4plano Z.ros With belly tft.nka d 1r1n wt~tch one 
Zoro waa shot Qo<m in tl.amoa and the F- 11 bt) bar41or 
klllod , - plana returned . 

TASJC 1-0.iCE 64 , - one battlethis , two C1"1lisora plnt 
dtatroyera -, m.adt an otrona!ve .swoop woat or Ov/JJAf£11J;AL 
dur1ns the nit;ht or tho 25th . 1 but me.do n~ c,ntnct \tith 
tho anomy . 

Prel1rU.no.ry ropotots f'rom 1'1\.SK PO.iC~ 61 1nd1catG tlmt 
force t.ot s-

Tl-.ree 1:1~rt-lb. bo b h-1ta nn ~r.o onc.ey ca.rrlor 
o: the .;, 'OT.k.W class i 

Two ~00-lb. boab hits on anoth•r carr1~r nf 
the sa.ae class · 

':'a'o 10':'10-1~. bomb hits C"n a CI""J110r ot tl-A 
AlX:.l.:I clns.s; 

on. hit, two near a1saea, on a Ja~tse battle­
a!Up . 

A Ja~so to:-ee or one bel'lr: cro.tittn· ono 11 l:t cru.ls~r 
a.r4 tou.:- daatroyers1 'Chieh '>Ore a.~tac:cod tw!co by cU•re bo::b­
•rs rr.,tt 0 'A;),U.CA:AL and once by £.-17'• o.n the 2Hh.

1 
were 

Ata1n attacked tr.t dive ~bers and a P-JI~ at 1 1('Y) 1n ~e 
""rn1n;: of toM 26th. P- 39 60t o 500-lb . toool> hit or. the 
h avy cruhor and. dive bo.;:.;.er.s got a VtJry notU" mJ.11 on t..te 
11 ,ht crutaer . Both cruis~r.s pl"ocoedinc slowly leAving l&rge 
o1l alicka . 

JI'UJ' thor report sho·Ns thr~.t. tt o lapo.nalo destroyom "hich 
1011k tho T\ag SOJIJjOI.£ "oro strntred by l'~"mr Oru~"' •~Ani and one 
destroyer was hit by throo 5" .thal li rrol!l t • LJ GA b&ttory . 

Cln G'J.WALCA1 At the J ap.oneae attaclcm 1t _,reo d<'~'..rn the 
LV1 OA .1.l'IE.i on tl·o n! t,;ht o!' the 2S'th. - 26th1 - 1r.o toCtQt' of 
our l1ne bo1ns i)enotrat~ by tha Japaaneao ;c~th . InfAntry , -
101th nr U.e alrrteld . OUr lines w ro r~tlttlr•d b: a stronc 
cou~t•r·attack by ~e l~th . Infantry . 

- 103 -

Regraded Unclassified



with supplies again i mrlediately after refueling and load­
ing . He e:>qlec ts to make repairs while fueling , 

One PllY pl ane reports attackinc a submerged submarine 
about 6 :00 in the morning 160 miles northeast of ESPIRITU 
SANTO. 

A force composed of 2 battleships , 1 cruiser, 4 des­
troyers , changing course from 217 to eastward , was observed 
by a pl ane at 5:45 on the morning of the 27th. Contacts 
\Ti th a number of unidentified aircraft in this same region 
were maclo in the car ly mo1·ning . 

Plane 49 (presunably a PBY or B-17) mane contact with 
a Zero float plano at 6 :45 in the morning about 30 miles 
south of liDElii , and was foll owed about an hour after which 
the Japanese pl~e departed on course 120 and Plano 49 con­
tinued on patrol. 

Plane 47 of this same flight also made contact r~ith 
a Zero plane nhich had a belly tank and suffered no damage . 

Plane 45 of this same flight siehted a force of 13 
Japanese ships1 - 2 battloshipsl 6 heavy cruisers , 3 light 
cruisers , and 2 destroyers - , ltlO miles north of NDElil on 
course 350 true , speed 20. This was at 9 : 00 in the mornine . 

At 9 : 50 in tho morning this same plane (4 ) of Flicht 
35) reported one carrier , one hea~; cruiser , and one destroy­
er approximatel y in the same position on course 350. An 
intercept from this plane abo·1t the samo time indicates it 
is being attacked by a carr ier Zero plane . Plane was again 
attacked about a hal f an hour later . This pl ane continued 
to r eport t he position of the enemy , The force was appar­
entl y still headed to the northwest on course 350. 
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1<')42 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

Following the carrier attack , TASK FORCE 61, conposod 
of ENTZRPRISE , SOUTH DAKOTA, cruisers, and destroyers, head­
ed off to the eastward and then more to the southenstlmrd 
for- rendezvous l'ti th tanker about 175' miles to t he east of 
ESPI HITU SANTO. During the night several contacts , appar­
ently rti th this force, rtere made by Japanese planes and sub­
marines . 

OUr own patl'ol planes scou ting from ESPiiliTU SA;:To 
located a Japanese force about 585 miles north of ESPIRITU 
SAl•TO composed of one large carrier, one small carrier , a 
battleship , two cruisers , and some destroyers . They report­
ed no pl anes on deck of either carrier . This force was on 
course 040 making speed 20 . The patrol plane ca1·ryinc a 
torpedo made a torpedo hit on the large carr i er , but appar­
entl y did not stop it. 

At 1 : 05 in the morning another Catalina, armed 11it h 
four contact 500-lb . bombs made a steep glide bonbing attack 
on a Japanese heavy cruiser , exact position not knorm , but 
apclll'ently to the westward and 11ell to t he southrtard of the 
one above . Two direct bonb hits were l!llldo which 11 t up the 
ship sufficiently for it to be identified. This plane re­
ports havi ng been opposed by heavy anti-aircraft f ire until 
after the bomb hits . The plane nas damaged but returned 
safely. - At the time of the attack the cruiser '.tas on course 
80, speed 30. 

ORANGE air search for the local 27th. l'tas on a circle 
150 miles radius from 1/DE!li . l.la.ny Japanese submarines are 
indica t ed as being in the area . 

11\JAt leaves ESP I RITU SANTO with supplies for GUADAL­
CANAL o~he 27th. 

ZA!lE and TREVER , destroyer minesl'/eepers , r-eport having 
t owed two motor torpedo boats each to TlJLAGI. 1'/hilo ratirins 
from TULAGI after completing this mission these two o l d des­
troyers were engagod by three Japanese destroyers during 
which one gun on the ZAl!E was put out of cornnission , three 
killed , four seriously I'IOunded , The Commander of this Group 
reports he is due to arrive ESPIRITU SA!SO at 10 in the morn­
ing on the 27th , and will be ready to retm·n to GUAJJALCA:.AL 
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UNI.riD STATES FLEIT 
BIIDQI'ur.t c:w 1D CCotoe:::·=== • 0mr 

un ~Ainllln'. w.· '"'*'D. c. 

4 : 30 p . to . October 26 1 1()42 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI OII ( Cont 1 d . ) 

. GUADALCA!IAL reports SE!t!I NOLE and one Harbor Patrol 
Vessel were sunk on the 26t h . by enemy cruisers . 

A PBY plane reports getting a torpedo hit on an 
enemy car rier at about 12 : 50 a . m. on the 27th. Resul ts 
we1·e not observed . 

Submarine STU!lGEOll retu rning froto patrol in the 
SOLQi.:Oll ISLAliDS AREA reports sinki ng a 101 000-ton loaded 
enemy tanker on 16 September about 50 miles soa thea st of 
CAPE ST . GI::ORGE - southern tip of NE';I I RELAJID . STURGEO!l 
also r eports getting three torpedo hits on an enemy freight­
er (believed sunk) in appr oximately the same position , on 
l October . 

PACIFIC 

Submarine SARGO returning from patrol off IIIDO CP.IllA 
reports sinking one 7 1 000-ton freighter on 23 September 
about 50 miles southeast of CAPE PADARAJ< 1 !liDO CHII1A. 
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~ba UNITID STATI S FLIIT 

S c: T - - .. _ ,.,_._.c.. h U'f'Y IID~. w· ICII4D.O. 

---.? 9 a •• October 2o , l042 (Cont'd. ) 

o'~>0 SOUTI-. PACIFIC A<.'TIO:I (Cont ' d . l 

TASK F01tCE 64, consisting of one battleship , two cruis­
ers, accompanied by destroyers , which had covered tho SAVO­
GIJAIJALCAliAL ISLAIID ARJ::A during the niGht before withou t making 
contact •,tas directed to retire to a position rtest of ESPI,IITU 
SA! iTO. 

A later report froo Cor.nander Tt.SK FO.ICE 61 states that 
the EliTEJU'RISE damage was core extensive , havine r ecaivod two 
bomb hits; llo . 1 elevator was out of oom1ssion , but 11 reduced 
=bor of planes can be operated. SOUTJ! DAKOTA r eceived one 
bomb hit on llo . 1 turret . PORTLAND s teer ing gear was reported 
as being unreliable . SAN JlTA.N has two small compartments flood­
ed. PORTEH sunk. Other destroyers dru:tn&ed . Detailed report 
~ be forward~d later . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

~E T 
Br•ooourw oo- ('<>w•.,.,. Clair 

IIAV1' t:eAini:DIT, ·~D.C. 

_ 9 a ,m, October 26 , lQ42 (Cont ' d , ) 

~ "' ~-1"' SOUTH PAC!F'TC ACTIO:: (Cont ' d . ) 
~ 

c:o; The first flieht of 5 B- 17' s fror.t ESPI .!I~U SAJ;TO sent 
to intercept enemy carriers failed to intercept . A second 
fli~;ht made contact \'lith twelve enemy ships at 3 :10 p .m. on 
the afternoon of tho 25th . t:o hits were made , - carriers 
not sighted at that time . 

Apparently the Japanese located and reported tho posi­
tion of our carrier forces about 7 : <Yl on the mornine of the 
26th. A heavy carrier attaclt uas delivered against t:1e 
HOR!IE'l' , E.r:TERPRISZ , and escorting ships at '> : 11 a . m. The 
I!O!IIlET was heavily hit bJ bombs and one or tuo torpedoes 
and 11as l eft burning somewhat and dead in tho •;1ater . HOaU:ET 
was taken in tow by the lfORThAMPTOl• . f,t 4 :20p .m. a second 
attacl< was delivered against the HORlrET and TASK FOilCE 17 . 
hORl:O.T rece1 vod additional drunage from tor!Jedoes causing tho 
list to increase and necessitated removal of personnel. 

During the early attack the destroyer PO.m.{ also re­
ceived n torpedo hit . 

In the meantime the remainder of TASK FORCZ 61 repor ted 
as of noon that they had been under continuous attack. At 
1 p .m. commander Task Foree 61 repo1·ted that the l!:!ITERPJUSE 
had no serious damage but her deck 11as immobili~ed due to 
HORliET pl anes , and that he was retiring eastward 111 th the in­
tenti on of flyinr; excess planes to ESPIRITU SAHTO. He also 
reported at that tin,e that two enemy carriers had been dam­
aged .- Since , honever , a carrie!:' attack was delivered at 4 : 20 
p .m. on t he HORllET , it mnst be asstll!1ed that , if these carriers 
were seriously damaged , additional Japanese carriers (one or 
two) were in the area, \'lhich bears out reports of the various 
contacts from aircraft . 

At 8 : 00 i n t he evening the arrival of 13 dive bombers 
atESPIRITU SAliTO was reported (probabl y liOJU,ET or El:TERPRISE 
plane s ) . 

The COOLIDGE, tra.nsporting troops to ESPIRI TU SA!ITO, was 
h i t by one or possibly t 11o mines and was beached on reef in­
side harbor, - troops being removed . 
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U. S. surface and air forcos operating to the northward 
of the IIDElll-GUADALCAIIAL line made contact <~ith heavy Japanese 
f orces to the north and west on the 25th. and 26th. U.S. 
f orces consisted of TASK FORCE 61 :-

2 Carriers - - - - HORNET and EIITERPRISB; 
l Battleship - - - SOUTH DAKOTA; 
3 Heavy Cruisers - PORTLAJlD1 NO;\THAJ.!PTOl~_,_ and PEIISACOLA; 
4 Li(lht Cruisers - SAN DIEGo, ATLAJ><TA1 JUIIEAU 1 and 

About 20 Destroyers . 
SAN JUAN ; and 

This force 1 having l!lllde rendezvous on the 24th. 300 miles to 
the eastward of IIDE!ll , was proceodin8 to the <~estward by a 
course which took thee to the north of SAJITA CRUZ ISLA! DS . 

The co~osition of the Japanese forces cannot be ac­
curately detertlined. But apparently they were in at least 
two groups , one gr oup containing two co.rriors , and the other 
group one carrier . These Japanese forces wore screened by 
seaplanes , cruiser planes , etc . , to the south, and wero ap­
parently covered by two l ines or groups of ei&ht or ten sub­
marines each. The Japanese f orces were apparentl y operating 
wi thin a pr oscribed area in order to bring our f orces into an 
area of attack by their submarines or an opportunity to attack 
by their carrier aircraft . 

U. S. striking and scouting aircraft were operatod !roo 
ESPIRI!U SAliTO (about 400 tliles to the southward) against 
these Japanese forces , as well as those Japanese forces re­
ported 1n Sunday's S=ary that were operating around OliADAL­
CANAL. 

Further r eports (amplifyine those made in Sunday ' s Sun­
mary) show tha t Japanese forces consisting of a heavy cruiser , 
light cruisor and three destroyors attacked OUADALCAHAL about 
ll a . m. on t he 25th. Dive bombers from OUADALCAJ;AL scored one 
looo-lb bomb hit on the forecastle of the heavy cruiser, also 
a damaging hit on the li&ht cruiser. This force was struck 
again at 5 p.m. and at 5•10 p .m. B-l?'s made a hit on the litht 
cruiser. Both cruisers were reported as boing heavily daoaaed. 
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UNITID STATI S FLIIT 

un..,~. •• ...... ~Co 

10 n. ro . OctC'lher 251 1"42 (Cont 1d , ) 

SOU.!. Pt.Cll-'IC ACTIO< (Cant ' d,} 

In the GUADALCAJ.AL A.llEA on t! e IIIC'lrninr nf the 25th. 
the following eno~ forces were observed:-

1 Battleship 
3 Licht Cruieurs 
2 Destroyers . 

Two destroyers and two transports were n short distance to 
t he north. 

To tho south of VJJ:om;A ISLAt.o, I:E:7 GEO.lGIA 1 there wore 
one enecy battleship or heavy cruiser and three destroJers . 
At Ill>ISP£:,SABLE STR.t.IT 1 approximately .30 miles northeast of 
GUADALCAJ;AL 1 thoro wore one heavy cruiser, one light cruiser, 
and four destroyers . These vessels W>re attacked t~ico by 
an air strikint force from GUADALC&.AL, Tho force retired to 
the north. 11hen last observed t ho force was proceeding at 10 
knots . It is believed that the henvy cruisur was dannged and 
a very near miss is clai~ed on the lieht cruiser . 

A late search on the afternoon of tho 25th . r eported 
no enecy vessels sighted bet-rcen IJE:I OEOi!OIA and SA!ITA ISA!lLL 
to a distance of 150 miles from GUADALCAr.AL. 

A report believed to be froo OUADALC/JAL states that 
naval gunfire being received from two cruisers and one destroy­
er on tho morning of the 25th . This report was ti od et 1~:52 
a .m. 

A report from Commandi ng General OUADALC~<AL stated that 
enemy t r ansports were landing on northwest coast of GUADALCAllAL 
at about noon on the 25th , 
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- ... U"ITID ITATII fLIIT 
.. "''O'_Of_~.a.. .. " .. ~-.-. .... 

1? a . • ot •r .) 1 lC>4~ . 

t'j. ) 

llw Ja~•• la.ic' d01m a bo~ovy 'bart-aco .r ,l\11 c.:alit..er 
cuna1 1r.cl 41r.c 6" , d·U"ir. u-e ni t'.t t>f 21rd .-.!4th . en o tr 
tron~ U.nea along the Ul'h: :I..A otl/t.<, . After tho barra,o 
••• lifted river cross~s 1n rorct wort atttcpto~ , uatnc 
tanka and u.u inta.ntry . Pou.r attaek.a 11ero npUltt4 . Five 
lArco en~ ~s ••re destro.ed . 

In ttoe oarly morning or the 24th , a Jat*l~ose rorco 'lf'OS 
obetrved attemptin£ to outflank the loft or tl".o l.:ATAf·IXA.U 
lint o T~.1a t"rco wns takon unt!or rtro by our air and artil­
lery . 

One or our torpedo planoa waa thot down by J&J)rulosc 
anti-aireratt tire , - the pilot and runn~r bo1n, ro•cued, 
but a paatonaor was missing . 

At 2 t 4 , on the corni.n_g or the 23r4 . throo Cata.l..inas 
Mdt torpedo attacks on a Jap.t.neae force in U·.o SHc-ltl'LJJ.D­
TCI.OLil .IJU..l o 'rlro tor~oes were dr opped at a 11 ht cruiser 
ott liOOLA POI:,l' , aix lliles sout.rt.~at or trull . Ont certain hit 
11 clai.Md and one probable hit. A ~\\; . boob hit was -..to 
on • •eeond ahlp, believed to be a 11 ht eru110r ?r destroyer . 
A lar,o veaael1 .probably a tattle1htp, waa &lao attae~o1 ln 
tl'A J:,:r!r':A l~I..Li·':> AlU..l . on. torpedo ••• dr.,pped , but the 

( rtaultJ ftN not Ob.S.erved. due tO &nt1- &1Z"Cr&Jt fir-. and S'!J&..reh­
ll&ht . All of our l)lanes r.turned . 

On the nitht or the 2)rd . our •••rot planes alto contaeeed 
two croup• or enemy naval tor cos o <ne rorct , cor. a latin& or a 
carrier , litht cruiser , and deatroyora ••• locAted about 390 
ailtl northoatt of GUADA.LC~.AL o The aocond. rorco, cl)nlisttne 
ot a heavy cruiser!. light cruiser and two doatroyort was ap­
proxtnately 310 m1 as nor thenat ot GUADALCAJ.At o A Catal-ina 
droppo4 a torpedo at 400 t.a yards at a heavy cruiser . Durin& 
tho retlro~Gnt tho Catalina reports a lara• oxploaion , which 
aay h.avo boon a torpedo hit. 

The Connr.and r Atr, so~lth Pac1tic 1 in a Jtw.!'1ary lnuad a 
IUJIII'lAry on the morni.ng of the 25th . wto1Ch indicated that the 
oroOII)' torcos in the area to tho east ot the SOl.(I(OJ,s cona!ated 
ot throe tatk forees east northeatt of L~T:,OA POIJ.T IJ14 dittant 
lS~, 220, and 280 miles, retpectively o th1r0 Jere various con­
tact• 4ur1n& the ni&ht or the 24t~ .-25t~ . which ••rve~ to 
contlr a th1e est~t. . 

Regraded Unclassified



SOUTH PACD'IC ACTIOJI (Cont'd. ) 

At 11 •20 a . m. on the 23rd . 16 Japanese bombers and 
about 20 Zeros came over the airfield at GUADALCAriAL. 
20 Zeros, 1 bomber destroyed; 3 bombers left smoking. 
All of our pilots are safe (no report of our plane losses 
or damages) , 

Snemy plan.es were over GUADALCANAL at 1 p .m. on the 
23rd. A group of 5 dive bombers was sighted and shot down. 
One SBD crashed whil e taking off, - pil ot and gunner killed, 
(This action may have been the action previously reported 
as taking place on the 22nd , ) , 

No ground activity except artillery fire , OUr air 
and artillery concentrated on an enemy 155mn position , 11hich 
is bel ieved to have been damaged , 
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SOUTH PACIFIC IIC'£!011 (Cont ' d . ). 

CHESTER , speed 6f accompanied by tug and four 
troyors, was due at ESP RITU SANTO at noon the 23rd . 
port of arrival not yet r eceived). 

dos­
(Re-

Col2lander 1Jar1ne Air ·nne reports it is necessary 

' 

to provide 50~ replacements of tho dive bombers and fi&tt­
er s evory ten days , or 18 dive bombers and 18 fighter~ ev.ry 
ten days (15~ per month) . 

Roport is received that the '{I.\£0 is nCTo< proceeding 
toward Eo'>PI:UTU S/..:"TO (it 1s assw:cd that this barge lwd 
been unloaded, but there is no confiroation of t~is fact) . 
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~~~~ UNITID STATIS PLIIT 

S s:" ~ E T .. ·::r·:.-..:::. ;,-.. ;:::.~ ~ 
~ g I 9 a . m. October 23 1 1942 (Cont' d . ll\\\ 

SOUTR PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,) ~ 
Plane patrolling (probabl y from ESPIRITU S~ITO) re­

ports sighting (apparentl y at 2 :34 on the afternoon of the 
23rd . ) a single-motor land plano about 300 miles north of 
IIDEIII , - probably a carrier plane . 

L 

From diaries and statements secured from prisoners , 
information is assembled to tho effect that the Japanese 
force that att acked our forces off SAVO !SLAt.~ on the night 
of 8- 9 August consist ed of five heavy cruisers, CHOKAI 1 AOBA, 
KAKO , KI11UGASA1 FURUTAKA, two light cruisers, TATSUTA 1 
TENRYU, and one or two destroyers . This force came around 
the west side of SAVO ISLAND and continued to voer left until 
it retired , with fire being initially to starboard . No Jap­
anese ships wore sunk or hit by torpedo. KAKO was damaged 
and AOBA had damage to forward turret. The prisoners stated 
that the force had come f rom KAVIEUG or RABAIJL, apparentl y 
south of island chain. KAKO received three torpedo hits 
(from S-44) and sank about 7 a .m. on August l Oth . 

Diaries a l so stated that the Transport KINRYU MARU 
and Destroyer l.l\ITUKI were sunk on August 25th. (by dive bomb­
ers from GUADALC~lAL) . 

PACIFIC 

Submarine GREENLIJlG re turning from patrol off JAPAN 
reports sinking 32, 000 tons of enemy shippi ng and hitting an 
auxiliary carrier with two torpedoes , 
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1942 . 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTIOll (Cant 1 d . ) 

GUADALCAI.AL reports 7 bo.,bers and 15 to 20 Zero~ over 
the field at ll ol5 a . m. on the 21st . during which 6 Zeros 
were shot down by Grumr~ f1ghters1 1 bomber by anti-aircraft 
fire . Two bombers left smoking. 2 Gruccan fighters missing, 
4 others damaged by enemy fire , Personnel casualties 9 
ki lled , 44 wounded , 

Durinc the contact on ground at !.!ATAI:AKAU RIVEn on the 
21st . the Japanese used some 9-ton tanks , which withdrew un­
der artillery fire . 

.il,ll. Occupied village on RUS$l>LL ISLAJID bonbed and 
strafed by three of our dive bo"bers . 

22nd . Several groups of enemy planes were over OUADAL­
CAJ'AL from 1 to 2 p .m. Due to wonther contact was made >~ith 
only five! all five of which were shot do:m . These planes 
were fixea landing-gear dive bombers . 

The airfield on ESPIRITU SANTO was shelled b)• enemy 
submarine at 2120 a .m. on the 23rd . 

Intercepted report from GUADIILCAJ.AL states that 18 to 
20 twin-engine planes follo>Yed by 3 single- engine ol anea ap­
proaching from the nort~est due in GUADALCAJ;AL at' llo25 a .m. 
on the 23rd. Clio fUrther report on this) . 

BELLATRIX with barge in tow due to leave ESP!.dTU 
SA!t'TO on the 23rd. and to arrive TULAGI on the 26th. with 
supplies. 

Report received from the POtiTLAllD of operations on the 
15th. in tho OILBCRT ISLANDS . Ono destroyer onl y at TARAWA 
Hal'bor. POHTLAND reports numerous straddles and destroyer ap­
parently damaged before get t ing in shelter behi nd the island. 
The PORTLAJfD then chased and attacked a eroup of two morchant 
ships and ono destroyer retiring about 15 miles west of 
TARJ.WA and set tire to largest merchant ship . PO<~TLluiD then 
proceeded to ~lANA and APAUAUA without s1ght1nt any addition­
a]. shipping. 
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...... ,.. ~ UNITID STATIS rLUT 

E r "011.,..,. or 1a ~.a. 
~ .,.._..,..,.~._c. 

.., 9 a .n. Octob4r 22, .. ~ SQ: U PJ.~J?IC J.C'!l (~ (Cgot t 4, l 

Ttw CHEST 1\ wu hit by one ot tour torpedo- a. T e othor 
three tXplodK 1n the i.l!O!diate v1c1nity of torcaUon, as:spa.r­
ently atlt- deatructlns explosions, with two runninc on .urtace 
cloat to HEL£1-'A and SJ.N FKAJ\CISCO and one ahead ot SJJ• Pal! o;I5CO . 
The attack took place during moonlieht , fair vit1b111ty, roraa­
tion z1saacatna at 19 knots . 

CJ~STtR has flooded forward entinftrooe and No . ) fireroon 
and 11 lttu1na on course 140 makina 6 knott . 

Report froo the SOUTH PACIFIC atataa that a amoll enemy 
force did not ouccoad in an a.ttompt to crou tho W!.1AJJAXA.U Rl'lt:n 
at S p. m. on the 20th. The Jopanoso loat ono tank or ar=orod 
vehtoll . 

thia r eport , ampl1!'y1n& pl"tviO\JI report• •nd JUJ:~r.ar1es , 
atattl that during the attack ma4e by Zero• and t011bera on tho 
20th. the Japan••• lost tht"el! bo=bers 1 sovon Zeroa and. on• prob­
abl11 and Jttt1SQnP1 t~eir b~bs, Our 108808 were tWO fiEhters . 

Stx ene:;y pla.nes or var1oua typea bollbed G L-IJ..CA.! AL po­
a1t1ona at 1nterYala rroa 8 to 10 p.a. on ~~ 20th. Ant1-
a1rcratt abot clown ooe twir:- eflL1ne bo:<lber. the Japaneao pos1-
Uona in Q!.ADA.LC.L\A.L continue to be haraaaed b:t 0\&.r air . 

Reports appa.r.ntl7 troa our destroyers proe•~~ south 
troa tior;oLtJLU 1nd1c:•te tr.at a Japan••• Auxiliary Cruiser •quip­
poe I With 6" cuna was be in& engaged 370 a1l11 northwest or 
F\lli.Al'UTI • 

PACU'lC 

Submar 1ne GUOUPE.R on return trol!t E.AST Clllt.A. StA patrol 
report• e1nk1na ono L¥0l1S W..RU Type ?OOO..ton careo and P-$Uon­
aor 1h1p ond one ~ooo-ton cargo shi p , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

21 , 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cant ' d , ) 

Report just received from t he SOUTH PACIFIC states 
that at 6 110 p .m. on the 19th. three Japanese destroyers es­
corted by ten float biplanes were bombed by our dive bombers 
northwest of SAVO ISLAJID. One destroyer appeared damaged but 
continued on course . One Japanese plane destroyed. All of 
our pl anes returned . 

This report also i ndicat e s that the attack made on 
Japanese cruisers at midnight (previous l y reported) was made 
by two of our PBY' s out of six which reached target . From 
2000 feet one plane got a direct hit on a cruiser and two ex­
plosions were heard. 

The remainder of these PBY ' s bombed the beach from 
POINT CRUZ to TASSAFARDI{GA, - all planes retw·n1ng , 

Of the 30 Zeros (previously reported) vth1ch came over 
GUADALCAJIAL Airfield at 10: 45 a .m. on the 20th., 7 Zeros plus 
one probabl e 1 plus two bombers were shot do\'m, 1\'IO of our 
pilots are missing, 

Attrition losses of our planes due to continuous heavy 
attacks by Japanese planes have been very heavy, - taken prac­
tically entirely by Navy planes . 

Submarine AI.!BERJACK \71th aviation gas cargo is expected 
to arr ive at GUADALCANAL on the 25th. 

There is a large concentration of Japanese ships both 
in the BUIN AREA and in RABAUL, 

BOBOLIHK and STERRETT have been ordered to assist the 
CHESTER. - The submarine which torpedoed the CHESTER was depth 
charged, but pr obably not destroyed. 

Japanese Army reinforcements are en route from PALAU to 
RABAUL. 
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eooo.. tu • U NITED STATES JLEIT 

S ~=' ~ E -t=-=.-.=..::-·.~:~ §ml'i? 
~·_, -- 5 p, m, October ,p 20, 1 <142 . 

SO TH PACIFIC ACTIO: I (Cent 1 d , l \9r 
The CHESTER was hit by torpedo probably fro~ a subma­

rine at 9 : 20 p .m. on October 201 120 miles southeast of SMI 
CRISTOBAL ISLAJID. Requires tol'l , 

Report !rom GUADALCMIAL states that 30 Zeros attacked 
followed one hour later by 18 Zeros with bombers , resulting 
in numerous lla vy fighters being dllJJiagod by Zero gun! ire and 
only 15 F-4- F's remaining 1n commission. 
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o ~*ou ~ UNITED STATE S FLEET 

<> -1 9 a . m. October 20, 1942 . 
~ <> 

SQ' 1'!H PACIFIC AC:IOl; (Cont' d , l 

Report Just received confirms t he sinking or the 
UEREDITR on 15 October, as a r esult or three torpedo and tw~ 
bomb hits . Tho VIREO with barge ln tow , under escort by the 
MEREDITH, wero not dnmaged, 

Some officers o.nd men from the VIHEO lwd embarked on the 
MEilEDI TH in ordor to escape superior enell\Y force . Rescued !'rom 
the ~mREDITH 7 officers , 66 men and 3 officers , 12 men of the 
VIREO. The Commanding Officer of the ~llEDITH , rrubbard , was 
lost. T~e Co~1anding Offlcar of the VIREO, Segg , was saved . 
The GRAYSO:: captured one Japanese aviator . 

Reports indicate that tre Japanese lave so~ establish­
ment at RE!ii!ELL ISLA.'iD , south of sAJ; CltiSTODAL ISJ..tJ,l>. Reports 
also indicate seaplanes being operated from ttds area. 

During the bombing attack on GIJAUALC/.: AL on the 18th. 
(in which 19 Japanese planes out of 40 wero reported shot do1m) 
seven of our personnel were killed and eighteen wounded . 

At 5 p .m. the 19th , three enemy heavy crui sers were re­
ported as being 200 miles north11ost of OHADALCAl.AL and 11ere 
boabed by our search planes , which did not make any hits . 
(These cruisers wore probably those reported as being attacked 
by our B-17's, probably PBY's, during tho night or the 1Qth.-20th. ) 

At 7 a .m. on the 19th. the O'BRIEII,which hed been torpedoed 
by a submarine on the 15th. of September broke in half and 
sank 53 miles north northwest of TUTUILiJ. . llo personnel losses . 
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1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI Oll (Cont 1 d . l 

GUADI<LCAJ:AL reported being shelled by a sincle cruiser 
or destroyer during the night or the 17th.-18th. 

At 12: 50 p .m. local t1me 1 tho 18th . GUADALCAJ:AL vtaa 
attacked by about ~0 bombers and 20 Zeros of rtbich 8 bomb­
ers and 11 Zeros were shot dol'm. Two Grummans are missina . 

An i ntercepted roport from one or our planes, probably 
a B- 1?1 reports attacking a Japanese eruisor 42 miles west 
of GUADALCAJ.AL at 1:22 1n the morning of the 19th. making 
one hit and one near miss , - cruiser smoking badly . Our plane 
returninc to bese w1 th an enecy biplane on his tail. This 
airplane also reported a force consisting of two Japanese 
cruisers and two destroyers 1n a rain squall to the northwest . 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 

Aircraft in contact with VIREO and PAB Barge with pros­
pect that barge will bo in tow for G!IAJALCAi AL b:· 3 p .o . of 
the 18th. fro~ a position 210 ciles fro= GUADALCA.~L at a 
speed of 10 knots . Or~:ent need for this del ivery to Grt.~AL­
CA~AL whi ch is low in bor~bs as woll as gasoline . 

The SOUT!Uuill (dostl'oyer- minoswoo por ) was due .in GUAl!AL­
CA!lAL early mornint: of the 19th. with 17~ drums (9 1 000 gallons ) . 
I t is estimated thnt sEJ.Ul':oLE towing o. P/.B Barge , accompanied 
by GRAYSOII and G"II J\ 1 should arrive at 1 p .m. the l 'lth. Tl.is 
barge has 2000 drums of avi ation gasoline , ammunition, and a 
llartson mat . 

Five Army Cllr60 planes are being ~sed to transport bo•bs , 
aviation cas , lube oil from ::~PI.IIru SAJ:J:o to G"t..lJALCA J.L . 
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• 
oao-JU ~ UNITIO STATIS rLIIT 

ft{W E ··- = or- eo-·-• c-1 u n s.un.rt. w· ,.,.. .. c. 

1: 1 9 a . m. October 19 , 1042, 

~ ~ SOIJT!1 PACIFIC ACT IOU (Cont 1 d , ) .... 
A delayed report from the JIOHNET Task Croup racount1ng 

operations of the 16th, states that t11elve float seaplanes 
a t REKATA BAY wore strafed and burnod. Fuel dumps ll!ld anti­
aircraft positions hit and dest1•oyod , Report eoes on to state 
that t wo transports were fo•tn·l beached o.t CUADALCA1'AL; four 
dtnct hits were ma-le on tlel'l breakinp their backs and settinc 
fire to supplies . Strafed and silenced anti- aircra:t positions 
on shore and fired landing barges from KOK1J;.:BOJIA to CJ.PS ES­
PE.W:CE. BOI'lbed enecy tents and supply dumps with 5oo-lb. anti 
looo-lb. bonbs . Sighted no eno=Y shippinc in tho area. (It 
is presttmed that damages inflicted by this Carrier Task Group 
contribute to the daoages reporte~ in previous reports) , 

Aftnr c•nfcrence with his Col"··andinc Officers who parti­
cipated 1n the surface battle off SAYO ISLJ.I~ on the nieht ~t 
11-12 October , Rear Admiral Scott reports that enecy ships be­
lieved sunk are : -

One heavy cruiser of the I•A~HI Class; 
One heav-; cruiser of tho KII:UCASA Class (FURU'l't.t\A) ; 
Ono heavy cruiser of tho ATACO Class; plus 
Ono light cruiser of the Sll'DAI Class . 

(The last two indicated as being possible) . 
Four destroyers of the fiBIKI Class; plus 
One destroyer pos•iblo . 

(This report of dostr••c~ion of ~ostroyers pre­
viously reported) , 

The report goes on to state that transport or1t1r~lly re­
ported is no• believed to ~ an old cruiser type, - this 1n 
view or the fact tt>.at a shell base of a 5. 5" shell uas fo•md 
on board the BOIS!: , ITUK'J:;II.:A and two other vessels m. th 5, 5" 
guns were believed not to have participated 1n action. 

'lice Adli11rol Holsey relieved Vice Admiral 1hormley as 
Co~~ander South Pacific Fore and So· th Pacific Area . 
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GUADALCAJ.AL was attacked by 14 Japanese dive bCl:"lber5 
and 12 fighters at 7•15 on the corning of the 17th. Our air 
got eight bombers and two Zeros, anti- aircraft shot down six 
of the bo~bers 1 - total sixteen. Our only known d~ge was 
one plane missing . 

At 1 115 p . m. on tho 17th. 15 twin-ongino bombers accom­
panied by many Zeros bombed GUADALCAt.AL, OUr planes were un­
able to gain altitude in time to intercept. One bonber prob­
ably shot down. Our losses none , 

Two destroyers report having coopleted rir~ng against 
Japanese positiona on western end or GUADALCAl.AL about noon 
the 17th., each ship having !ired 1,000 rounds . They report 
that at l east two a=nition dumps were set orr and many other 
fires started . On completion these two ships departed from 
GUADALCAt:AL. 

llcFARLAIID (converted seaplane tender) reports that boob 
apparently exploded one or more depth charges . All compart­
ments eft of Frame 137 flooded and entire ship missing aft of 
Frame 164, - the pumps were holding t heir Ol'ln for the time be­
ing . Propellers undamaged but struts shaky. Ship is now in 
TULAGl back channel and requests a salvage tug for salvage op­
erations . 

The sAJ: JUAII reports f inding no ships at NO:IOO':'I and 
BERU (GILBI':!\T ISLIJ:DS) and no evidence of eneQY activity. On 
the ~orning or 16 October SAJ: JUIJ; sank two enemy patrol vessels 
by &UJU'ire , - one 320 miles northwest of FU!;AFUTI and the other 
300 miles northwest or FUJIAFUTI , capturing 2 officers and 14 
enlist ed survivors . 
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0coaooarru UNITED STATES FLEET 

S ~QR EJ::::.-..=;w .. :::~ 
~~~Jl Ei I 
0~ ~ 5 p .m. October 17 , 1942 , 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!< (Cont 1 d , ) 

The BELLATRIX, which was subjected to a dive bo~b-
1ng attack on the 15th ., arrived at &SPI1!ITU SA!:To at noon 
the 17th. BELLATRIX sutterod structural damage caused by 
a near miss which dented in the side over an extended area 
lfith ~axi= distor tion ot 411

• This caused nwnerous sli&ht 
leaks and the carriage or !lo. 4 - 3" gun ••as sprung . 
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oo-:.,.. UNITED STATIS JLIIT 
H''DQQUI-~'ID~ If 0.. 

un DD~. wu• -'"'044"' o.o. 

9 a . m. October 1? 1 1942 (Cont ' d , ) /I/ 
SOOTH PACIFIC ACTIO!/ (Cont ' d . l ~ \ 

PBY ' s making search for enemy forces dw-ing the night 
of l~th,-16th . reported making e hit amidships Qf a large 
ship type unknown , at 11: 45 p .m. about 200 miles east of 
MALAiTA. llo explosion was seen . This may have been due to 
tor pedo not baing armed because of short run , or was invisi­
bl e due t o protec tive flare dr opped on ship , Tar get course 
was north 1 spood 25. By this same gt·oup (PBY ' s ) repor t was 
made of hitting a cruiser with one torpedo at a positi on 
200 mil es east of UALAITA and about 40 miles south of the 
earl ier contact . Expl osion seon and felt . Target cow-so was 
340. 

The first attack was not opposed . The second attack 
was heavily opposed by anti-aircraft fire, resulting in 
minor dacage to the planes. Conditions dark , no ~oon , radar 
excellent. 

Two Japanese transpor ts west of NE:'! GEORGIA and about 
250 miles from GUADALC~IAL, heanod toward GUADALCANAL on 16 
October, were attacked by divo bombers . One transport was 
hi t and left burning , other t r ansport near misses , which con­
tinued toward GUADALCANAL. 

Prisoners rescued off SA'IO IGLAt:D state t hat the Japa­
nese force attacked the ni~ht of the 11th. of October consisted 
of crui sers AOBA, KWUGASA and FORUTAKA (it 1s to be noted 
that KAKO believed previously sunk is not mentioned) and des­
troyers FUBUKI, SHIRAYUKI and SHIHAKUUO. These vessels while 
steaming a t 30 knots north of ~SSELL ISLNrD~ were compietoly 
surpr ised by ail attack f r om our ships . FIJRUTAKA and SHI•IAYU!tl 
(1?00- ton destroyer ) sank off SAVO ISL~D f r om gunfire , Pri­
soners further s t ated that this force left SHORTLA!ID ISLAHD 
about 2 p . m., carryi ng no t roops , but destroyers had food for 
Army troops on GUADALC~:AL . The prisoners s tated that no 
transpor t was present , but t hat two seaplane tenders had been 
employed in transporting equipment, 

A minelayer , possibly a group of minelayer s , were nearby 
but separated from the cruiser group, and were not in action 
a t the time one pr isoner f ell overboard from one of tho mine­
l ayer s , 
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ooo.a.ru U NITED STATES rt!IT 
KIADOu,.,_ or ,.. co.owrta ar c-

lt.ln DD....,.....,, ·~ o. c. 
9 a . n. October 17 , 1942 . 

SO!!TI! PACIFIC ACTIO!, (Coot 1 d . ) 

About 1•30 p. c . the 15th. Japanese dive bonbers at­
tacked the force composed of VIREO and a PAB Barge accoc­
po.nted by J.;EREDITJ: about 90 miles southeast of SAJ, CRISTOB/•L. 
Apparently the J.!E,j£OITH was sunk. 

A delayed report from the Commanding General , GUADAL­
CtJ1AL indioo.tes that the five Japanese transpor t s 1vere first 
sighted at daylight on the 15th. unloading along the coast 
from KOKIJJ.!BONA westward , escorted by eleven combatant vessel&, 
with fighter cover . Three of these transports were set 1'1re 
by attacks of dive bombers froo GUADALCAJJAL , tuo of them be­
ing sunk at time of report, and the other still burning . 
Reoaining two wero hit but stood out with escort . Later 
B- 17's also attacked and ~ere observed to hit at least one 
t ransport and one large combatant ship. 

This report goes on to state that an air raid wns made 
at 11 : 30 on tho 15th. , - anti -a iror-o.ft shooting down three 
bombers . Five Zeros were shot doM'l while our losses wore 
three f ighters , three dive bombers , and one pursuit . 

Report of ca&ualties for October 12th.-l)th. were 
41 dead , 15 injured (nicht bombardment by Japanese surface 
forces) . 

Jeports were received of two minelayers in the vicinity 
of SA'IO ISLt.!;t> on the 12th. These ships possibly laid mines. 

Air searcho a morning of the 16t h . made from GUADI•LCAJIAL 
observed no enemy surface vessels, but reported land concen­
tra tions alone the coast between KOKUMBO:lA and CAPE ESPERANCE. 
They a~e being attacked by our air forcos . 

TVIo des troyers have been directed to bombard these po­
sitions . 

Co=and.ing Gene~al , GUADALCAI<AL, estimates about 10,0')() 
Japanese troops landed durin& the morning of the 15th. 
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aa-..IU UNITED STATES FLEET 

SE~T --oo-c:ooou.-IWCom 
un ..,.unawr. ·~"o. 

2 ~ ... 'f. I 5 p. m. October 16, 

<> .. ~ 

1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont 1d . l 

»c?AruWUID with a 100-ton barge carrying aviation gas­
oline was boabed at 5: 45 p .c . orr GUADALCAI·AL. LlcFARLA!ID' a 
stern was damaged and proceeded to TULAOI. The 100-ton barge 
with 350 drums or aviation gas was hit and burned. 

Seven divo bombers and 20 fighters arrived in OUAOALOArlt.L 
at 5:30p . m. 
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1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

Intelligence reports indicate continuing heavy con­
centration of Japanese ground forces in the RABAUL AREA. 

Commander Air, South Pacific, at ESPIRITU SANTO(?) 
has a message from Commanding General! GUADALCMIAL 1 stating 
that the Japanese have moved in and p aced artillery with 
longer range than his, which are shelling hi s positions . 
Also his positions are being shelled by surface craft moving 
in the area . Aviation gasoline situation at GUADALCio.loAL very 
serious. Japanese surface forces in the area very powerful . 

Two reports of reconnaissance in the Sl!ORTLAJ:O ISLArDS-
FAISI AREA indicate tho presence in that area of: -

3 or 4 Battleships , 
2 Carriers, 
3 to 5 Heavy Crui sers , 
5 Licht Cruisers , and about 

15 Destroyers . 

A report also indicates tho presence of an enemy carrier 
in tho general vicinity of t!DEN I , 

A report from Collll'tander South Pacific indicates a strong 
ene~ striking force of :-

2 Battleshi ps , 
1 Carrier, 

17 Cruisers and Destroyers (4 of which are 
Cruisers) . 

This force probably from that referred to above . 

Location of the o7ASHI!.GTOl: not known, but 1t is appar­
ently being trailed by Japanese planes . 

A report from HOVEY states 4 officers and 70 enlisted 
Japanese were recovered at noon on the 13th . west of SAVO 
ISLAJID. They were clinging to soattered debris, moss tables , 
nnd other wooden objects . Two sMall lifo rings , but no lifo 
rafts in evidence. One or tho survivors stated t hat the force 
consisted of FURATAKA_~_ AOBA1_.KAKO, Kil/UOASA 1 and admitted that 
tho first named , the ~URATAKA 1 was sunk. No information con­
cerning the fate of others . fURATAKA is a 700Q-ton heevy 
cruiser. (There is information available that some of the 
above named ships had been sunk before and some seriously 
deaged) , _ 
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eo""""'ru UNITED STATES FLEET 
~ HIADou.u:n. Ol' ntl ~ Dt Clar 

A.~c;RET UYT--.·--·-"" 
~ B ~ 1 5 p .m. October 151 .. ~ 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont 1d . ) 

A r epor t at 1430 1 October 151 states that t hree 
enelll)' transports are beached and burni ng fiercel y . Tvro 
t ransports r emain in the vicinity of SA'IO ISLAJID . One 
t r ansport or car go vessel has depar t ed from the area. One 
enemy battleship or heavy cruiser , one light cruiser and 
f ive des troyers are in the vicinity of SAVO ISLAND. The 
battleship (or heavy cruiser) has been hit by an aerial 
bomb . Details on the above action are l acki ng but it is 
assumed that the damage was inflicted by U.S. a i r cra f t . 
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1942 . 

At 3 a . m. on the morning of the 15th. four motor 
torpedo boats attacked an enemy force consisting of four 
crui sers and seven or eight destroyers . They report one 
probable hi t on a cruiser, raked the bridge and put out 
light on a destroyer . One motor torpedo boat chased by 
two destroyers , - used smoke and depth charges to escape, 
struck coral reef, and was later towed to base . Two motor 
torpedo boats remain ready for service . 

A submarine shelled bombine field at ESPIRITU SAl/TO 
for five minutes , - no damage . 

Reports indicate that Japanese had sighted our group 
carrying in gasoline and supplies at 5 a .m. sou theast of 
SAll CRISTOBAL. At 3 :30 in the aft ernoon thi s fol"ce , which 
had moved to the southwestward to a position 160 mi l es 
south southeast of SAll CRISTOBAL, was dive bombed by nine 
planes , - no damage . 

A delayed report from S-44 indicate s t hat tha t sub­
marine torpedoed and probably sank a destr oyer , one of three, 
on Oc t ober 4th. eight mi l es northeast of THURSTON INLET 
(north point of NEW GEORGIA) . 

15th . 
Japanese units in a report made at 4 p . m . ~included 

one bat tleshi p and one cruiser 320 miles east northeast of 
GUADALCANAL. 

A report from a i rcraft made at 12:25 p . m. on the 
15th. states that contact with enemy had been made . - Three 
direct hits on transports, two transports burning, one bat­
tleship crippl ed , eleven enemy ships 1n vicinity , downed one 
l and- based Zero. 

Commander Aircraft, South Pacific , r eports at 5 p .m. 
t hat he is s ending five PBY ' s to make night track and strike 
enemy carrier which was sighted at 3 p .m. 280 miles east of 
OUADALCAllAL on course 160 , speed 25. 

During the a ttack on the night of the 13th .-14th. 
OUADALCAlfAL r eports scoring 5" hits on three Japanese des ­
troyers . Attack was made by battleships , cruisers , and des ­
troyers. 
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Cowooclr~~ UNITED STATES FLEET s J:' r. E THu::-:.-=.=::.:.~ 
§!~~! 
~ 9 a . m. October 14 1 1942 ..... 

SOUTH PAC!FIC ACTI OJI (Cont 1d . } 

GUADALCAl<AL runway was bombed on the 13th. , two at­
tacks , one Zer o shot down and one of our fi~;hters lost. Run 
way damaged enough to interfere with the operation of large 
planes , but still usable for smaller planes . 

Report r eceived her e on Tuesday from Commanding General 
GUADALCAJ:AL states heavy bombar dr1ent from surface shi ps 1 : 40 
and 2 : 50 Wednesday morning 1 local . No further t•eport t•ecei ved 
on t llis . 

At 12: 00 noon on the 14th. 25 Japanese bombers escor ted 
by Zeros attacked GUADALCAJ<AL, Grumman f ighters did not have 
t i me to r each altitude . At 1 :00 p . m. 15 bombers escort ed by 
about 10 Zeros at tacked. 9 Bombers shot do1•m and one smoker , 
3 sure Zeros shot down , One Gr umman fighter missing . - One 
J -2-F (utilit y amphibian) burned , one damaged on first r aid . 

Bombar dment by Japanese surface gunfire on the nicht of 
tha 13th. apparently caused very heavy destruction of our air­
cr aft . Report of damage not yet complete . 
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eooa.ao [Ji~ UNITED STATIS FLEET 

S ~ ET Hw>ou...,.. or nn CoiCIWIOOorCMnr 
u n r:cuanan, wAaDJOTQIC. o. c. 

Av,.,.a 
~ B ~ I 9 a .m. October 14, 1942. 
~ l:i SQIJ'tl! PACIFIC ACTIO!. (Cont ' d ,) 

Report from Co~ing General , First ~arine Division, 
GUADALC~IAL, sent on the 12th . states •-

FLORIDA patrol killed four Jops at BOLl (apparent­
ly on northeast coast of FLORIDA) . 

On the 11th. one TULAOI battalion landed at AOLII 
(east of our position at LUIIOA)and attacked an anomy 
force at OURABUSU and KOLIOTUL!ARI , - killed 32 Jnps 
of ~3 , destr oyed 3" ant1-airernrt gun, two larce radio 
sets , am:aun1 tion and supplies . 

At KOLIOTUUARI the Japanese escaped in the bushes, -
3 killed. 

Operations continuing in the vicinity of GEGI:t•DE 
where there are 100 Japanese (inland on the GU~USU 
RIVER) . 

Our action losses , - 2 killed, l r.oundod . - During 
the nieht a landing boat overturned, - 17 nissing . 

At 7 •30 on the morning of the 12th. three Japanese 
destroyers were bombed , - one badly damaged and believed 
sunk. · 

At 10•20 on the morning or the 12th . bombors and 
torpedo planes struck a heavy cruiser , - making o. tor­
pedo hit! several noar misses , left dead in the wator 
and burn ng . 

At 4 : 00 p , m, same day same cruiser was struck Tlith 
ono bomb1 two near misses on destroyer . 7he cruiser 
was abandoned and the destroyer was sinking . (This ac­
tion was reported in yesterday's s~ry. Cruiser may 
have been one or those damaged durin& the attack orr 
SAVO ISLAJ.D Sunday night). 

Army P-400' s strafed 15 ro11boats along the coast . 

Report sont on the 13th . from GUADALCAJIAL states that 
12 - lOOQ-lb . bombs were dropped on .BUKA Airdrol'le, - all hits 
on rum•o.y. One cargo carrier left burninG and very near 
misses on another car&o ship in BUill Harbor (southeast ond 
of BOUOANVILL£). 

Durin& this attack 6 B-17'• .ere damaged by tighter and 
anti- aircraft tire , 6 Zeros were shot down. 
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~~~ ~!TED STATES FLEET 

SE~E ~~~==.:.~mr 
§~~·~ l 10 a .n . Ootober 11) , 1942 . 

, SOUTH PhC!FIC ACTIQ!l (Cont ' d . l 

Suonlecentary report froo Trnnsport ?royp , 

Debarkation on the 13th. was interrupted for a period 
of two and ono- hD.lf hours by two onem,y air raids on GUIJlAL­
CJU!AL. Also bench nnd transports were shelled b~ enemy 
artillery corn,onc1nc at sunset . The battery wus silenced 
by destroyer gunfire . Ships wero complotoly unloaded nnd 
were not damaged . However , several enemy planes dropped 
fbres on departure . This Task ~·prce on route ESPBITU 
SAJ.TO. 
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~E_.pNITED STATES FLIET 

S E I II:I.Wiao~ Of' ftll oa.ou.- • ~ 
unw~w~a.o. 

a~~ 9 a . m. Octobor 13 , lq42 . 

~ SQU+H ?A~Iric QCTI~ CCsnt'd . ) 

c.> l2 Oeto~r 60- 100-lb, boool>o ~ , - 1,~ ~\b. 

bo abs were dr~~ on BVT.A airfield b: ~r11d.n.C t•1!"~t ot 
8-17' S, Of 15 ZerO$ QD rumt"ay 5 were dOJtrO;.ttd . Wally fiTO$ 

atarted . 

On tho 11th. no sround contacts \fOrt t.:ado on G ... J.OAL­
C""" .U. . Patrol tound a Japanoao ?5'=1 two-cun batter.' ••at of 
o1.1r position that !".ad t-een abandoned . 

Oro. tho 13th . G ... AZtALCA' A..L n!p'!)rt t.Mt tr..e Tielcl ha1 

betn bor.:.bod &n4 was out ot c:ocmJ.ssion !"or tte use ot our 
hoavy bOI!lbors (which operate tro.m ESPio,lTU $tJ:TO, ata&1n& 
on GUADALCAI.AL) , 

'l'tro ot our transports, eacorted ~ rast oinea•..:-opers , 
arrived at G J..D.U.CA.r.AL early anr~ ot the 13th. wtt~ or.a 
Ar"¥ res:it:-ent troa r::t C .. U.!:DOI'l4. 72-o ol the cinetw..,tp ra , 
&Jaiated by plan.sL seare!;od a sector n1t of S4t70 1--U.:OD to 
a di1tance ot 25 =4Les . They rosc~ed 6 Japnnese orrtc~r• 
and 100 Japaneae enl14tcd oen . A ratt ot 3 Jepano1o ••• des­
troyo4 becauae they would not surron~er. 

At 3 p .. 1:1. SA! FnA. CI..,.;o, SALT LAY.E ~lTY , 301.:::»& 1 arrived 
at ESPI1!Ir'J SJ.. 70. 

Reports state that DOI5£ was hit 'b-J tour salvoa wtth 
about 1.00 daM t a fell Wol,U'\ded 1 three forward tu.rreta Ol't of 
cn=m1ss1on , ~nny underwater holes , - main boilers not 4~~•&ed . 

SALT LAKE CITY ••• hit by one aalvo , 5' dead, forward 
rtreroora and one Mcazir.a tl~od . 

on the 12th. SEJ:..RA."/E:, repo:-ts stnk1nc an 8 ,'7.>0-t?n 
O.noan shlp in SU::DA St.J.IT, 
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oeo.oc...., UNITED STATES FLEET 

S E ~ l lzuoou..,.. or- COVV•PTW'" a-
~~I;;. UYTDDunawJ.W~D.C. 

S E.:;f£ E T 
-~~ -- 5 p .m. October 12 , 1942 • 

.. ~ SOIJTH PACIFIC ACTIO!l (Cont ' d , ) 

Later r eports from Commander Task Force 64. 2 bea.rs 
out that this force consisted of:-

SAll FRAJ:CISCO 
SALT LAKE CITY 
HELENA 
BOISE 

l.!cCALLA 
DUJ:CAtl 
FARENHOLT 
BUCHAJ.AN 
LAFFEY 

Commander Task Force 64,2 reports that enemy losses 
believed to be four possibly five , destroyers sunk or out 
of action; one NAC!il type heavy cruiser sunk (possibly the 
ASHIGARA) ; one heavy cruiser probably sunk , and one t rans­
port sunk. - The presence of a transport near GliADALCAt:AL 
indicates that the enemy was contemplating the delivery 
of l ar ge reinforcements to GUADALCAtfAL. 

Also supplementinG the morning report, further reports 
on the t wo Japanese heavy cruisers south of m;-;1 GEO;\GIA IS­
LAND state one cruiser being abandoned and one destroyer 
apparently sinking . 

Our forces are proceeding southeastward toward rendez­
vous , BOISE do= by the bow , large hol e in the starboard bow , 
several snaller holes in the port bo•.7, streaming oil, for­
ward turret appears to be out . Force was , ho~1ever , making 
20 knots . HELENA and SAH FRA!ICISCO appeared to be all right, 
except they were streaming some oil . SALT LAKE CITY had pre­
viously been reported as capable of making 25 knots . 

The FAliEtlliOLT was 50 miles astern with small hol es at 
waterline but able to proceed. UcCALLA had been del ayed 
searching for survivors of DUJ!CAN , which as reported were 
rescued . 1 / 

Total score appears to be two or three Japanese cruis­
ers destroyed , four or five destroyers destroyed , and one 
transport sunk. 

Our damage appears to be one destroyer lost, one des ­
troyer damaged ; one cruiser, the BOISE, daMAged , po o il l y 
one cruiser, SALT LAKE CITY,/ slightly damaged. 

possibly 
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• 
s"£~E f!.!,;,~!,!~A.!!!.'.L.!,!T 

1"i'!jji l< I ,..,.;::~=:"12 , l942 , (Cont•rt .~ 
, SCT"r.l PACI.rJ.U.C~ 'lJ"f 

SAl> Pl<A:'CISCO FA!ifJ:>!OLT 
SALT Ll!(E CIT'/ BUC 'A A;' 
lOISE LAFFEY 

Pouibly !JJ;LL, /, llcCAL!.A 
D\I!ICAJI , 

!he ~Ol~E •-• roported burnir.C ~~ly, t a4 beeomo 
aepa.rated 1 t\lt later ~olnect (e' tent cr cJ., .att not lc cnm) . 

Also D"..O CAl• and PJ...Cl.. JOLi' W&!"B aop•rated. Later 
D'Jf,cAf, , which had been a han loned 1 was located b~ toeChLLA 
and 9 otficera , 183 mon were rescued . L~CALLk observed 
50 or 60 Jopaneoo survivors about 30 miles northwest nr 
11JAD~LC.Al AL t picked up tLreo and reporud rer.~&ino:!er to 
u 'IWAL.::JU.AL, • OUJ.CAJI •anJo later , 

Later :-epo:-t.s 1t ... e t ~ "':.at. ll\.. ~L'i' !th two holes 
at waterline cona1dered hertolt seawnrt!'..y and. ns p"l!"l')l! K ­
in' to rendezvou1 point to ao· thward . 

On the tollolling mornSns reporta indicated a Jal'&nase 
hoavy et"Uiter lert d ·ad in the watttr and b'Jl"nine artor re:­
ee1vt.n& a t¢rpodo i.oit south or !r. GF.O.•OlA a."\d a :.o•:t 130 
Ailes west t:>C G""A~J... r.L. A. seco.'l~ crutaer wa.s stu.lir.C t-:1 . 

JJ.... ..... 1JAC>:, raturr.in t'ro::t pa.rol orr nor tho& It OUGJ..:. 1IIJ..t, 
re: orts h&vtnc Junk a t:o . 3 TOliAJ• t!Anl in K.4 VIEt:c Harbor and 
in addition a onr,o ship while en routo to POWAPE, 

ALBACOHE north ot TRtnc., r«!porta Jt,htin& one Z'JI~..KA 
t.:ype and .. oo;.....i er'J . .1ser and a destroyer .. n route T.,vx, (about 
40 alleo <llstant) , 
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• 
fjf\ETu~~!~A!!!,_'.L!,!T s u.n.-~w· '"" D.C. 

_ -1 _ _ 9 &,c . October 121 l'l42 , 

, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!/ (Cont 1 d . l 

During the n1tht of the 8th. - 9th. sinGle Japanese 
planes were ovur GU/J>I.LC/J.AL in relays fro:n 10 P·"'· to 
2 :15 i n t he m~rning . 

Two Japanese li&ht crui sers and four destroyers , 170 
miles northeast of GUADALCJJ'AL (north of l;t':'l GEO.lGIA) es­
cor ted lr.f fifteen float planes 1 were attacked by !;avy plW!es 
f r om GUADALC/J'AL at 6 :40 a . n . on tre 9th. Both cruisers ap­
par ently hi t 1 one left do1m by the bow . lleports in~icated 
f r o:n three to ten Japanese pl anes shot down . One of our 

Dive Bombers and one Army P- 39 lost , - divo bonber pilot res­
cued . 

The •econd attack made on two destroyers resulted in 
no hi t s . 

Five Japanese biplanes and anti- aircraft installations 
1n REKATA BAY were attacked. 

From 1 : 35 t o 2 : 30 1n the afternoon of the ll th . GUJ.D .. L­
CIJ,AL was attacked by 35 bombers and 30 Zer os i n four waves . 
llo damage . Japanese lost 8 bombers and 4 Zeros . \le lost one 
P- 39 and one l:avy fighter . 

P- 400 ' s straf ed enemy installations on Ttestern end of 
GUAVALCAJIAL. 

Land forces mopped up area of I.!ATA! AKAU VILLAGE., - POI!.T 
CRUZ. A stronc hold1nL force was left on the east bank of 
the ..!ATA!;I.KAU !liVER . l>ltrinC three days of tround operations 

our losses were 65 dead 1 125 1701tnded 1 - Japanese dead 253 . 
l l ... 

About fifteen min·ltos before r:Udni,,ht of the ll (h . tro 
'!'uk l'orce ·Hch r.ad been held 1n readiness so'ltl. of sA!: 
CEI-STO'dhL I su.::o Clade contact "'i th a Japanese cruist~r-destro;,er 

force near SA'/0 !SLAt D 1 - northwest of our position on G'>I.:JI•L­
CA!.AL. Reports f rom thi s engagement are incompl e t o . Appar­

ently t he action l a sted a bout 30 minutes . Pre l i minar y r epor ts 
sh ow four eneQY des troye r s burning nnd pr obably one heavy · 
cruiser hit badly. OUr f orce consisted of: -
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Between 1:35 and 2 : 30 p .~ . on October lOth. 30 Jap­
anese Zeros an4 35 bocbers CaJ:Ie over GUADALCAliAL AREA in 
four waves . Bombs wore dropped in the open field. . Eight 
Japanese bombers and four Zeros woro destroyed . One of 
our P-39 ' s is missing and one F4-F landed in the water . 
The pilot of this latter plano is believed to have been 
rescued . 
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• • 
oo-a.ru ~ UNITED STATIS rLIIT 

I ~· E ' " J'IODAID'IM Of 1'D co.oc.-... Clair 

s_~..· ·fl I un ,..........,., w·= OIOO,I>C. 

~v 9 a . m. October 9 , 1942 . 

.. ~ SM!l PACIFIC ACTIOll (Coot' d 1 ) 

A Japanese heavy cruiser of the KI!ruGASA class and 
five destroyers ware attacked by seven !levy dive boMbers , 
four torpedo planes and eleven Grum.'llrul llavy fighters 100 
miles west northwest of GUADALCA!IAL at 6 p . m. on t he 8th . 
One sure torpedo hit and one probable bomb hit and four 
near misses wore made on the cruiser . Three of t en floa t 
biplanes wero shot down, ono othor probable . One of our 
fight ers and one of our dive bomber s failed to return . 
Two of the soarch planes which made the original contact 
shot down one float bipl ane and one probable . Both of our 
pilots were wounded but returned to baso , 

Reports show that one of our aoarch planes r eported 
a large Japanese cruiser or battleship on fire escorted by 
five destroyers southeast of FAlSI at 1 :40 p. m. on the 8th. 
This was four hours and twenty minutes earl ier than the 
repor ted attack on the cruiser . llowevor there appears to 
be some incl1cat1on that this vessel burning 1vas the cruiser 
r eport ed nbovo . 

During the night of the 7th.-8th . the Japanese con­
tinued to reinforce GUADALCAJIAL. 

Three small contacts were made on the 7th., - nine 
Japanese killed , no War1ne casualties . Throughout the night 
of the 7th,-8th. the Japanese attempted to penetrate our po­
sitions, - a t tempts attended with casualties . 
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B- 17 ' s formed a striking force on the 5th. but wore 
turned bllck by \leather . However 1 one plane penetrated to 
BUKA parking area , dropp1n& 20 - 100-lb . bombs . They re­
por t damacing planes on the ground . 

REY.ATh SAY (SflllTA ISABEL) was ntto.cked by ei&ht 
planes f r om GUADALCANAL on the 5th. dostroyine one small 
plano and a m<:>tor launch on the \Vater , - two of six enemy 
planes "ere shot down . One of Ollr divo bombers was forced 
do'm on St;;.TJ. ISABEL ISLAJID. 

P- 400' s attacked installations at TASSAPARO!IG and at 
~vovo during the day of the 5th. 

During the night of the 5th.-6th. a Japanese force 
of si x destroyers approached OUhDALCAt.AL from tho northwest 
and were attacked throughout the nieht . One destroyer wns 
sunk and ono reported damaged . Two torpedo pl anes foiled 
to r et urn from the night search . 

Contacts in MAT~lAKAU RIVER AREA , - Marine casualties 
one killed , six wounded . Japanese losses exceed ten killed. 

AIJiEIIA , cargo carrier , which was torpedoed in tho 
SOLOI.!O::S arrived et ESPBITU SAl.TO in tow. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOil {Cont'd . l 

Apparently the Japanese forces cleared the TOIIOLEI­
SUOiiTLAl:D ISLA!;]) AIIEA after the attack , and were returnin& 

on the 6th. 

A J apanese submarino 11as attacked \lith depth bombs 

south of S/111 CRISTOBAL ISLAND , - npparently destroyed . 
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A Task ~·orca con sistine of HOiUIET , probabl y five cruisers 1 

and seven destroyer s (exact composi tion of force not knovm here) 
made o.n at t ack on the BUI!l-FAISI- TOIIOLEI AREA in the early morn­
in.; or 5 Oct ober . Participating in the attack were 16 fighters, 
18 dive bombers , and 15 torpedo planes . Duo to unfavorable 
Tteather attack was restricted to the droppinr; of 8 - 1 , 000-lb. 
bombs and 32 - 500-lb. bombs . 

Hi t s :-
1 - 1 ,000-lb. bo~b on a heavy cruiser; 
1 - 1 000-l b . bomb on a transport ; . 
3 - 500:lb. bomb hits on 10,000-ton cargo ship, 

seaplane tender, and cargo ship. 

liear IJisses:-
1 - 1 1009-lb . and 3 - 500-lb. bombs on a heavy cruiser. 

Total llits:-
One heavy cruiser , ono transport , one seaplane tender , 

two cargo ships . 

3 - 1000-lb. bor.~bs 11ere dropped on runway and buildings at 
KIETA I''IELD. 

Shot down one Zero seaplane and ono float- type seaplane in 
target area, st rafed 10 four- enGine seaplanes on water at FAISI , 
beHove 4 sunk. 

Strafed one cruiser and one destroyer at SliOllTLA!ID •.A.~ OR. 

During retireeent two tw1n-entine Type-q? ~tsubishi bomb­
er s destroyed , 

OUr forces suffered no l osses nor damage . 

As a resul t a pparently of attack on the 5t h . Japanese 
forces in &enera l vicinity of SHO.{TLAJ;os " ere moving as follows:-

Towar~s BUH/ , SHOBTLANDSa-
crui sers , 10 destroyorsb 4 car go ships . 

Apparent l y moying away f rom Sll RTLAIIDS:-
2 battleships , 3 cru i sers , 2 des t r oyers . 
Also moving away 5 ships observed in ra in squall , but 

not i dent ified . 
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UNITID STATI S FLIIT 

u n c.oum.rr.. w· i04D.C. 

9 a . . October 6 1 1942 (Cont'd . ) 

SOUTH PACIFI C ACTION (Cont 1d ,) 

Q?erations 3-4 October (Cont'd . ) 

Attacks by dive bo~ber s and Army P- 4001 s on Jap 
installations in the vici nity of WEST CAPE And TOOUM PQI!;T 

(the latter is not readily identifiable, but believed to be 
on the western end of GUAVALCAI.AL). 
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eo-:.JU UNITED S TATE S FLEET 

--oo- COOO'·- '" C.. 8 ET un..,_,., w-o.c. 

_ 9 a .... . October 6, 1942 • 

.. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC AC..Il.Q!L (Cont ' d .J. 

Operations 3-4 Octgber . 

Fifteen Japanese landing boats at VIRU ~~01, 
l;E\7 GEORGIA ISLAI:D , destroyed or dru:tn&ed by our air attack. 

Thirty Zeros overhead GUADALCAltAL at 1 p .m. Sovon 
Grumman Navy fighters made contllot ohoot1ng do·m· nino cer­
tain, one probable. Anti- ai rcrllft shot do1m t~To certtlin 1 
one probable, when three Zoros attempted to stra.r.r the au­
field . u.s. losses one Grumman fichter, pilot rescued . -
J'apanase bombers follo11ing Zeros t~rned back five miles 
fro01 CACTUS . 

!line Japanese destroyers and one t.eavy cruiser were 
sighted at 3 p .m. by evening search 120 miles west northwest 
of LtnlGA {GUADALCAI:AL), protected b;· over tr:enty Zero land­
planes . I. u . .,. striking force attacking at !):15' p .m. was 
opposed only by a float biplane. No hits were ma1e . 

These ships ~Tare attacked dtring the ni~ht , one 
hit boinc r.u:~de on the cruiser when 1t was near S/.VO ISLA1.D . 
One of our dive b01nbers failed to return , - crew was later 
rescued and returned . On the f r llowins morning seven des­
troyers end one cruiser r.ere picked up by the morning search 
120 ciles north~est of CACZUS. The striking lorce which was 
sent out obtained two torpedo hits on t~o cruiser . Ceilinc 
was too low for a bo~b·~g attec~ . This Japanese retiring 
force was covered by twenty- three planes. 

Durin3 the nidht of 3- 4 October three enemy destro~­
ers were reported as being at WU\AVOVA , three at VISALE 
(bot h on the west end or GUADALCA!.AL) and three at TASSAFARO!lG, 
bet ween LU!lGA and VISALE - a ll believed to be unloading 
t roops and supplies . Ali wore attacked , but damat;u is unkno1m. 

Scattered bombing on GUADALCA!.AL took place during 
the night . 

Two smaU contacts along tho ..:ATAJIAKAU uest of KUK1Jll 
resulting in the loss of two lap killed, t~~ee wounded, and 
one prisoner . !lo l.!arine casualties . 
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oo-:.JU UNITED STATIS fLEET 
!I!_, • ·non·-01._ ()otw·- • c:--

SESj;fET .. "--··· '"U" 
~~ £ I 9 a .m. October 5 1 1942 • 

.... ~ 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACriOII (Cont'd , ) 

GUADALCA!IAL estimates that on the night of 3 October 
.Tap destroyers l anded ?50 in the vicinity of TASSAFARO!IG 
and 600 at VISALE. 

Further information shows that the 801 boat reported 
as being straffed and set on fire by B- l?'s on reconnaissance 
(October 4th. Swma:ry) took place at KAPI;;c;AI.lA1W:GI ISIJJfl> 
also called G11EE:t1ICH, and not nt the GRE&:~.1IC?. ISLAilDS orf 
UALUTA. KAPI::GAJ.!ARANGI is ?20 miles north northwest of 
GUADALCA!iAL. 
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eo:....tu UNITID STATIS rLIIT 

se~.rET,..·::·:-..::.:""'::.::-
~~· 2 p.m. October 4 1 lq42 . 

0~ , SOU'l'H PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont ' d . ) 

Occupation of l'tl!.AP!JTI with a force of about 900 
Uarines completed at 6 p .o , 3 October. 

Suppl ementary Repgrt for 29·5ept~rnbtr . 

A striking force of 10 D- 17 ' s bombed a ligh t cruiser 
about 40 miles west of SHORTLAND IS,LAIID with 76 500-1b . 
bombs , !'rom an altitude of 8 , 000 feet . - llo hits . 15 Zeros 
attacked the B-17 ' s . Score , - 1 B-17 shot do•m by cruiser 
anti-a ircraft fire , crew l ost , and 7 B- l?'s damaged by Zoro 
attack; 8 Zeros shot down , threa damaged. 
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oo-a~a~ UNITID S TATIS rLIIT 

10 n.m. Octobor 4 1 1942 (Cont 'd , ) 

SOUTH PAC!PIC ACTION (Continued ). 

Another hostile plane flew over GUADALCA!;AL at 4 1)0 
a . m. , l ocal time , 

Japs were attacked by P- 400 ' s at IIA!IABO (west of VISALE) 1 

TEIIARU 1 KOKIP..!BONA, and POINT CRUZ (one l'lile west of mouth of 
JU.TA!:uKAU RIVER) . 

A lar&e croup of enemy landin& boats were discovered by 
reconnaissance planes vtell camouflaged inside nau !'.ARBOR 
(150 miles west northwest of LillrGA. 

In the afternoon nine enemy destroyers and ono heavy 
cruiser woro sighted northwest of GUADAL CA!lAL. Seven SBD's 
and three TBF ' s attacked the cruiser and two destroyers about 
120 miles west northwest of LU!iGA . - llo apparent damage . Ships 
observed to continuo on course toward GUADALC~.AL . 

PAC InC 

Submarine SIIAPPER on Aucust 19th. fired two torpedoas 
at an 8 1000-ton escorted ca.rgo vessel. Two explosions were 
heard two minutes after firing, no propeller noises, followed 
by a loud explosion seven minutes later. Tho car&o ship is 
considered danaged, possibly sunk. 
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~fMEaa UNITED STATES FLEET 

SE T • ·non-c:w,.o.· .. -•C:::.. 
Mft ._.--r_ W' QIIJ ILC. 

§.#';, : l 10 a . "-1 . October 4, 1942, ~ 

0~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO:. (Cont ' d ,}. /)!~ 

Operntions - 1 Qctober . 

A report was r acoivod t hat the cror1s of the throe 
TBF' s lost whil e attacking four Jap destroyers noar VA!;Gu,;u 
ISLAND, m;;,7 GEORGIA 1 ha••e been rescued, 

Only one ground contact at G!JADALCA: AL was cade , - one 
prisoner. 

Artille ry and P- 400 1s straffed small hostile groups 
from KOKUiolllONA to VISALE . 

At 9:30 p. m., local time , an anomy plane fle•11 over 
GUADALCAIIAL. 

B- 17 's on reconnaissance straffed and set on fire an 
801 boat with antenna and radio equipz:ont at GREEJr.YICH ISLAliD 
(off east coast of 11/JU!ASIKE ISLAlm, J.!ALAITA) . 

Operations - 2 October . 

At 4 :05 a .m., local t in:e , threo ene:.y planes droppod 
bombs igniting gasoline dump . 

Usual ground patrols at GUADALCA!.AL, - one prisoner . 

Our reconnaissance planes droppod ten 100-lb. bombs at 
REKATTA BAY causing a lnr&o explosion in a palm grove . 

At 1 :10 p. m. , local time , 30 Zeros followed by a small 
group of bombers, 11ere contacted in GUADALCAllAL AREA . No 
bombs wore dropped. Four Zeros were shot down . Our loaaos 
six fight ers, - four pilots . 

Two of our SBD'S failed to return from search . One 
SBD landed in vater, gunner rescued, pilot lost . 

A single hostile plane flew over GUADALCA!;f.L et 9 p. m. , 
local time . 
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1942. 

SO!JTH PAC1PIC AC'riO:I (ContI d , l 

Four Jap destroyers were attacked by 5 SBD 1 s and 5 
TBP 1 s l? miles south of VAIIGUl:U ISLAIID (liE','/ GEORGIA) 1 -

120 miles west by north or GUADALCA:;AL airfield . - One des­
troyer was left dead in the watar 1 - 3 TBF 1 s railed tore­
turn, 

PAC!FIC 

On 3 Sept ember Submarine SEAL obtained a torpedo hit 
on a 4 , 000-ton southbound passencer-fre!ghter in CIIWA SEA. 
The freichter beached itself in PHAJIRANG BAY (north side of 
CAPE PADARA:I) and was not seen ho days later. 
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oao:..-~ UNITED STATES FLEET 

S~ E '"' ,_.,._""""_•OlD 
lun..,.....,.. .. ,..,D.a. 

.§ _.f;! 
9 

9 a , m, October 2 1 1942 • 
.,<o 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI011 (Cont 1 d,} 

The report of the air action at GUADALCAfiAL on 
29th. of September shoul d be corrected to four Zeros 
down , probabl y six. 

~ 
the 7 
shot 

GUADALCANAL gr ound operations during the 29th. and 
3oth. of September consisted of patrol activity only. No 
ground contacts were made , 

Qn. the 29th. search planes destroyed two float bi­
planes and bombed anti-aircraft instal lations at REKATA 
BAY, 

Also on the 29th. four enemy boats landing supplies 
at VlSALE l'tere a ttacked by our search planes and later by 
P-400 ' s and SBD ' s . P-400 1 s also straffed enemy trucks and 
troops near KOKIDJBONA. 

On the 30th. nine 250-pound bombs were dropped on 
Jap gasoline storage facilit ies at REKATA BAY , - fir es vtere 
started . 

Also on the 30th, SBD' s at t acked REKATA BAY damaging 
~vo float planes and burning a supply dump. P-400 1 s at­
tacked a supply dump at KOKU!.lBO!IA and troops at TENARU. 

We lost no planes on t he 29t h . and 30th. , except the 
plane lost during tho attack of 20 Zeros and a group of 
bombers on the 29th. 
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""'-,.. UNITID S TATI S FLIKT 

• ·ooa..,_ o. .,. o--c ... • c­
.-~IW"r,ETan.,~. •· ·• ~c.. 

10 a .m. October 1 , 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . ) 

Survivor s of the Jap destroyer Y/•YOI were captured 
on NOR).IAHBY ISLAliD (off southeast end or liE\'/ GUlliEAJ. The 
prisoners state that t his destroyer was sunk by our planes 
(B-17's) on the afternoon of 11 September about fifteen 
miles east of llORJ,:ANBY ISLAJID. The diary of one prisoner 
states that the heayy cruiser KAKO was hit by three torpedoes 
on 10 August 60 miles east ot I;E',/ IrtELAliD and sank within 
seven minutes (confircs report of S-44) . The prisoners also 
state that the destroyer UUTSUKI and transport \ UARU 
were sunk early 1n September 1n the SOLO:.:o:;s , 

,,.:e 
~I) V' ~ 
1Y"' 
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oeoo.:.ru ~ UNITED STATES FLEET 

~ ' ... _._.,. .. co-·-. c:-

8 T .. "--··· OIOit O. C. 

:§ ' 4 p. m. September 30, 1942 • 

.. ~ SOUTI! PACIFIC ACTIO!< (Cont 1d , ) 

Patrol activity on GlJADALCAl·AL was continued during 
the 28th. and 29th., but no contacts were nade with the 
enemy. Tho .Tapa re::>ain in occupation ot the LlA'l'A!oiKAU 
RIVER line .• 

' L. The patrol on FLORIDA ISLAl>D killed five Japs at 
HAROVO , - no !.larine casualties . 

At about 2 p .m. on the 29th . about 20 Zeros followed 
by a small group of bombers approached from the north\lost . 
These pl anes were intercepted by one squadron of our fi&ht­
er s , - tho bombers Jettisoned their bombs northwest of 
SAVO ISLA!ID and fled . Two Zeros , probably four, were shot 
down. Our losses wore one plane and one pilot. 

The U. S. S. ::AVAJO, auxiliary tuc , 1s en route to tow 
the ALHENA. 

PACIFIC 

The TROUT wns ident ifi ed as tho submarine obtaintne 
two torpedo hits on the Jap a i rcraft carr ier near TRUK. 
The TROUT reports that this carrier was escorted by two 
light cruisers and tvto destroyers . - The carrier nhen last 
obser ved was on fire , further results unknown, probably OTAKA. 

The TROUT also reports sinking a 6 ,~ton auxiliary 
on Sept ember 21st. 
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eoo-IU UNlTID STATIS fLIIT 

The 11 . 5 . 5 . ALHEIIA 1 cnreo ship , reports being torpedoed 
about 20 rn1les off west coast ot SAli CRISTOo!.L ISLAI;o (SOUTH 
SOLO!JONS ) 1 - shaft sprung , tlon tine nicely 1 but to.,ing by 
escort is doubtful . 

Dock and repair work on U. S . Navy ships 1n m;.7 ZEALJJ:U 
being seriously delayed by labor troubles . 
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oo-.JU UNITED STATIS rLIIT 
~ ltluou..,_ or ~a OWH·ee • c-e E --:- T *" .UII'NIII'T. •. m•Oill D. O. 

~ ~ .. ._ _.. 
§ .,.j.-« k I 9•30 n . n . Septenber 

.. ~ 
2), 1942 

SW.\'1! PACIFIC ACTIQi (Coot 1 d , ) 

GUADALCANAL reports that the Japs succeeded in rein­
forcing their forces in tho vicinity ot' lJATAIIIKAU RIVER 
on the nieht of 26- 27 September . OUr operations the follow­
ing day did not sucoood in di slodging them. It is estimat­
ed that Jap strength in that area is now 1 1000 v11tb addi­
tional support available . 

OUr losses on 26- 27 September woro 42 killed and 129 WOWlded. 

Day and night air senrches continued with ne~:ative 
results . 

One of our planes while on patrol on 27 se~tember 
shot down a Jap single- float seaplane 35 miles south of 
GI ZO ISLA:-ll . 

B- 17 1 s on patrol in the CI!OISEUL ISLA/:D AREA on the 
27th, shot down one Jap pursuit plano and one seaplano , 

,l,r.-~" ·r r~ 

PACIFIC 

One of our submarines (unidentified) reports putting 
two torpedoes in a large aircraft carrier near TRUK in~ound 
from the south. The carrier was noted to be on fire but 
definite results are not known . 
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~ba UNITED S TATIS FLIIT =·--01 - Olopc•rn • ~ 
~ E I un a..A~~n~DT. w• ZIOW.D. O. 

~ 9 a.m. September 28 , 1942. 

o,'b~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

Eight B- 17 ' s on the 26th. bombed shipping at FAlSI , 
SHOffTLAND Harbor. One large t ransport was heavily hit , 
left burni ng and believed sunk. A heavy cruiser was hit 
on the ster n and l eft afire . Three f l oat Zeros and three 
float bi planes were shot down. 

On t he same day a B- 17 on patrol in the FAISI AREA was 
att acked by f our f l oat Zeros, - one was damaged and forced 
to l and in the ·na ter. 

Also on t he 26th. a B- 17 on pa t rol 1n the REKATA BAY 
AREA (northwestern end of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND) straf fed a 
single- engine float bi plane on the beach. 

At GUADALCAl'IAL on the 26th. a small enemy 'rorce was 
contacted west of the MATAl':IKAU RIVER . This force was being 
encircl ed on the morning of the 27th. 

Patr ols on FLORIDA ISLAl'ID on the 26th. killed 9 Japa­
nese and captured 3 . 

At 1 : 55 p . m. on the 27th. 18 Jap bombers escorted by 1 
13 f i ghters att acked GUADAL cAt:AL. These planes •.•rere inter­
cepted by our f ighters , - enemy l osses 4 bombers and 5 fight­
er s . One of our SBD ' s was destroyed on the ground . 

At 1: 45 p .m. on the 28th. the Japs conducted the 49th , 
air raid on GUADALCAlUL with 25 bombers and 18 Zeros . Our 
f ighters i ntercept ed this force and the Japs jettisoned their 
bombs . The Japs l ost 23 bombers and 1 Zero . Our l osses , -
no pilots, no planes , no damage . 

- 51 -

~ 

Regraded Unclassified



i 
I 
l 

o.-.~ru • ~~!~c!!!_' .. L!!T E I UY1'1:.'.ummtT, W· gt l()tii,O.o. ~ 10•15' a . m. September .., 27, 1942, 

0~ SMH PACIFIC ACTIQll (Cont 1 <! , ) 

GUADALCAJIAL reports extensive air and ground patrolling 
were continued on tho 25th. The area from KOLI POIJIT to 
UATAJliKOU RIVER ia free of enemy forces . All approaches and 
entire coastline ware covered by air search from 3. p .m. the 
25th. to 1 •30 a .m. tho 26th. No contact was made . Tho 

VISALE AREA was bombed again . 

Twelve enemy singl e -engine float biplanes and float 
Zeros were contacted by a B- 17 on the 25'th. at TONOLEI HAR­
BOR (southern end or BOUGANVILLE ISLAND) 1 - three were shot 
down in flames, probably one other also oestroyed. 

On the 26th. a B- 17 stratfed the beach at REY~TA BAY 
(northwestern end or SANTA ISABEL ISUUID), - silencing two 
machine gun emplacements and damaging one single-engine float 
biplane on tho water. 

on tho same day two B-17' s bombed Jap ships in TONOLEI 
HARBOR, - boliovo tho stern or a hoavy crui ser was hit by a 
500-pound bomb. 

Also on the 26th. three ships wore bombed by one B- 17 
fifteen miles southeast of BUKA PASSAGE (norther n end of 
BOUGAh"VVLLE ISUUiD), - one 5'00-pound bomb is believed to 
have hit the stern or an aircraft tender. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

GUADALCAIIAL reports thnt on the 24th. et sunset one llarina battal ion on extended patrol made contact with the enemy tour miles south of our positi on . f'16ht1ng continued in to the night until tho onecy withdrew. OUr losses 7 dead , 25 wounded . Enemy losses not yet reported . 
Four anomy destroyers towing landing boats were attacked by t wo di ve bonbers at 9 p. m. the 24th. during moonlight con­ditions . Despite repeated attacks by other dive bombers and torpedo bombers, enemy force continued toward GUADALC~.AL until 1 :30 a . • . the 25th. when within ei&ht miles of CAPE ESP ERA!> Ct. (northwestern tip of GUADALCAJ;AL) they turned away. Dama6& to enemy unknown, IVa l ost no pl anes . 
At REKATA BAY (northwes t ern end of SA~TA ISABEL ISLAJJD ) one B- 17 encountered throe float Zeros and one Type 95 single float seaplane, - the latter plano wes shot down. 
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~- UNITID STATIS FLIIT s s.~ J:' -f'::::..::.:::-·-::c:-
§.'l'fiYl? "- 9 a . m. Soptomber 25, 1942 , 
<f., .. 
, SO'JtH PACIFIC ACTIO:• (Cont '<I . ) 

Eieht SBD's a t tacked four enemy destro7ers 150 miles 
northwest of GlJADALCA:iAL . - llo damage . 

At 12:15 p. m. B- 17' s at a ceiling or 15,000 feet 
bombed 22 enemy vessels , incl uding ono CL at SHORTLAND IS­
LAND and TONOLEI HARBOR (southern end of BOVGAt;VILLE ISLAHD) . 
- Three hits , six near hits . Twenty enemy fighters defendod 
the ships, - one shot do,m, possibly tVo others destroyed . 

Extended patrols on 011/~ALCAtiAL were continued on the 
23rd. llo eneQY forces in the vicinity of l.larine position, 
except stragglers . One Jap killed, one prisoner. 

Air straffing of TASSAFAROiiOA to SAP1JRA on OUADALCAtiAL 
was continuecl . 

On the 23rcl . one of five single-engine f l oat planes at 
MANNIIlG STRAIT (bet\veen CHOISEUL ancl SAllTA ISABEL ISLA!;DS) 
attacked a B- 17 and was shot down. 

REKATA BAY was bombed with incendiaries and 109-pound 
bombs . 

PACIFIC 

Suboarine GR<7.1LBR returning from patrol south of HQJ,s.ru 
reports sinking one 10,009-ton tanker and two 5, 009-ton cargo 
vessels. 

tr/... /f( ~/' 1/fr w~ 
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1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont ' <! . ) 

Off BOUOANVI LLE STRAITS (SOL01!0U ISLANDS) AUBERJACK 
reports sinking one 5, 000-ton freighter . 

Patrolling conti nued on GUADALCANAL but no hostile · 
contacts . VISALE vicinity bombed and straffed throughout 
the 23rd . , buildi ngs burned,- one large explosion. 
Range of action of our ground f orces bei ng extended west­
ward . 

One of our planes on patrol from GUADALCANAL attacked 
a submarine with negative resul ts . 

PACIFIC 

Submarine SAURY returning from patrol in MANILA kREA 
reports a ttacks as follows :-

Fi r s t Attack, one hi t near stack on a 9 , 000-ton 
tanker similar to NI PPOJI l4ARU on 24 August sixteen 
miles southwest of COREGI DOR. SAURY went deep to 
avoid aircraft. After five minutes a heavy explosion 
was heard and forty minutes later an explosion similar 
to ship breaking . No screws heard t hereafter. 

sank a ? ,100-ton cargo-passenger 
MARU by night surface attack, 

11 SeptemberJ about 130 mil es north nor theast of 
14AKASSAR i n I.!AKASSAR STRAITS. 
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eooa.c..u UNITED STATES FLEET 

...-il!l f\..., lliAIIOu.u:n. or na Co~GW~~e llf CDr 

~ t~ • '/St~ ":-T un llDA.tnCDT:, w~o.c. 
...... ~. - ... / 

§ !&::.1 .!1! 1 9 :30 a.m. September 23, 1942 , r 
~~ / 

<> SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

S- 47 reports making three hits on an unescorted 
cruiser by night surface attack south of ST . GEORGE CHAN­
!IEL (NE'II BJUTAIN) on 12 September . Cruiser of the ICINUGASA 
Class , six 8" guns , - probably one of those which partici­
pated in the battle of SOLOMON ISLANDS on 9 August . Cruiser 
believed sunk. 
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ea-:.JU UNITED STATES FLEET 

• RuDoaa.- 0# na: Covv•we • car s E" ~ C' .... _..._.... . ..... ., 
§. r;:Ql?:::. T 5: 30 p .m. September 22 1 1942 . .... .., .. 

.. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI 0!1 ( Cont 1 d .J. 

GUADALCA!IAL reports patrol s were continued on the 
21s t . but no hostil e contacts were made . 

At 11: 45 p . m. on the 21st . three SBD ' s bombed and 
straffed four destroyers landing boats in the vicinity 
of CAPE ESPERAI:CE (nor thwestern tip of GUADALCAliAL) . No 
hits were made on destroyers , but they departed on a nor th­
west course . 

On the 21st . the inst al lations at REKATA BAY (north­
west ern end of SAl;TA ISABEL ISLAJID) were bombed and straffed 
on three differ ent occasi ons by s i ngle B- l?'s . The dock 
area at GIZO v1as bombed by a B-17 , - near misses on build­
ings . 

A plane reported sighting an enemy heavy cruiser 
near FAlSI ISLAIID (off southern end of BOUGAl:VILLE ISLAHD) 
pr oceeding slowly with a long oil slick to southwest , i n­
dicating damage may have been r eceived in SBD attack on 
the evening of t he 20th. 
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OOoaoarou UNITED STATES FLEET 

lbaDQoura~ or m1 Ooeoc·== • C.. s ~~::: T .. ., _ _,,.. .ocu e 

§. ~-.;t! .!i; .I 4• 30 P· " · SepteMber 21, 1942 . 

~~ I 
0~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOll (Cont'd , } 

During da,ylight on the 20th. only one contact with 
the Japs was made which occurred along the LffiiGA RIVER , -
our ground patrol killed 19 Japs, with the loss of two !.Ia­
rines wounded . 

At 9:30 p . m. on the 20th, tho Japs launched a nui-
sance r aid against our forward SO\\thern strong point . Con­

tacts continued throughout the night . OUr losses were two 
killed, seven wounded. l.!any Jap dead were left in wire bar­
ricade . 

Two SBD ' s on evening search bombed GIZO. 

At 5 : 30p .m. ten SBD1 s attacked an enemy cruiser 
150 miles north•.•te s t of GUADALCA!IAL, - four near m1 sse s . 
It is believed some damage was i nfl icted . 
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eo-:.ru UNITED STATES FLEET 

s..~~-r=:::.::.:::::--::::-
~~~~~· 9 :30 a ,m, September 

.... ~ 
21, 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

S- 42 was attacked unsuccessfully on t no separate oc­
casions by a J ap submari ne in the vicini ty of CUADALCMIAL 
around the first of' September, 

Four enemy des t royers bombarded GUADALCANAL from 
midnight t o 1 a . n . on the 19th. Two ki lled , two wounded . 

A Jap eround patrol was wi ped out in the only con­
t act on the 19th. 

Seven enemy killed in mopping up operations on 
FLORIDA ISLAND (near TULAGI) , 

Both Army and llavy planes bombed REKATTA BAY , but 
encountered no ships nor planes . 
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s~~B~I,~ I s::.·:-.:.-..-:.-· .. 3::-
~~~ M 5 p.m. September 19 1 1942, , 

PAQIFIC 

Submarine HADDOCK returning from patrol 1n east 
CHINA SEA reports sinking 26 1000 tons of freiGhters . 

Submarine GRENADIER returning from patrol ott 
TRUK reports getting two torpedoes 1n an escorted 101000 
ton tanker , This tanker may beve sunk as le.rge &llount ot 
oil was seen on water tor several days, 

c 
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.... --ormC'aN·-•C.. 
~ r.:" *=' '= T un --· • • oroo. o.o. 

~ " --~ ~ ~ 8130 a .m. September 

~ .. .. SQUTH PACIFIC ACTI0~ (Cont 10 . ) 

19, 1942 . 

Disembarkation from transports at GUADALCMlAL or 
men, equipment , and material, i ncluding aviation gas , com­
pleted by 8 p .m.f the 18th. and transports departed f or 
NO~ and ~SPIR TO SANTO. 

Destroyer 0' BRI!a~ which had been struck in the bow 
by a submarine torpedo, is at li:SPIRITU SAl/TO and will de­
part for II~, speed 12 1 about the 21st. 
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~ ~or,.. O»N·e= • C.. s ~R :=: T .. "--··· OIOU.C. 

fiiii'!/Jh"t l 8a30 a.m. Sept ember 18 , 1942 . 

.. ~ 
SQUTH PACIFIC ACTIOjl (Cont 1c1 . ) 

Six U.S. transports accompanied. by three cruisers 
and eleven d.eatroyers arrived at GUADALCAJIAL about daylight 
the morning or the 18th. ( l ocal) , carrying 4,100 Uarine re­
inforcements for OUADALC/UIAL. This force plannod to depart 
the area at 8 p .m., local time, same date . 

Transport BELLATRIX, transporting aviation gasoline, 
arrived GUADALC/UIAL at l p.m. on the 18t h . 1 local time , 
Further movements of BELLATRIX not determined. 

Fourteen or our dive bombers bombed one cruiser ac­
companied by two destroyers at 5• 50 p. m. the 16th, about 
100 miles north or OUADALCAliAL. - llo hits . 

o S. e" ~~ ... : I -:.-

The Com!ll&nding General 1 GUADALCAJIAL 1 reports that 
ene~ forces have been fighting only at night, with infiltra­
tion by snipers a constant major annoyance but so far not a 
serious throat. I·' f ...f..., ..f.! .t., ,.t•'/ • ~ ..vi/"'"'-
rl~ I 
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17, 1942 , 

BQUTH PACIFIC A&fiQN (Cont'd , ) 

Transport a w1 th rein!'orcements for GOADALCANAL plan 
to arrive at diaembarkation point about six o'clock, local 
time, t omorrow morning, 

PACIFIC 

Submarine GUARDFISB, returning from patrol against 
loiURORAN traffic, reports sinking 5'01000 tons . - As this is 
a fishing center near HAKODAtE, many or these ships may be 
large floating fish canneries. 

CUTfLePISB reports sinking one lO,ooo-ton cargo ship 
and one 19,QOO-ton t anker in CUiliA SEA. 

Theso reports had not been evaluated . 

A submarine reports sight ing one carrior and two des­
troyer s near the BONIII ISLAJms. 
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~ ~ - - or-cnw·-IWO.. 
S"~QET un,...,_,, .,m21'*'o.c. 

~~~} 8130 a .m. September 16 , 1942, 
.... q 

SOtmJ PACIFIC ACTIO!I (Cont 1d . ) 

The situation 1n the SOUTH PACIFIC (SOLOIION ISLA!!DS 
AREA) i s cont"used, U.S , reinforcement• on route GUADALCAJIAL 
are r etiring due to being sighted by superior ene~ forces . 
Further wor d not yet received. 
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s w::- ~ T ~~=.:."'·=.:~ 
.... r- § .. l .... 

.§ fl~"'A E I 9 a.m. September 15, 1942 • .... .., 
~"' <> SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOll (Cont'd. } 

GUADALCA1<AL reports enemy stril<ing on both flanks 
and rear position during the night. Attack on rear made 
in strength and repulsed after severe fighting. !lopping 
up operations continued throughout tho day. U.S. casual­
ties 35 dead, 160 wounded. Enemy dead exceeded 500. -
Apparently 11 dosparat e effort on tho part or the enemy to 
capture airport in conJunction with the appr oach of heavy 
task forces and transports . 

At 8 p. m. one cruiser and two destroyers shel led 
KUKOU POINT AREA, - little damage . 

EneJ!l¥ Zeros over at ? a .m. , 3 a.m. and 5:45 p .m., -
4 shot down, one llavy fighter lost. 

S-3? reports sinking a Jap cruiser orr SAVO ISLA1ro 
on 2 September . 
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S .r; I - 9 a .m. September 14, 1942 (Cont'd.) 

o~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOII (Cont 'd. ) / 

Four Zeros and four Japanese bombers were shot down \\1~ 
during the day. 

Two of our fighters crashed and two are m~ssing . 

At 5•30 p.m. two single-float seaplanes shot down one 
of our dive bombers which was approaching the field . 

A later report from GUADALCANAL states that our land 
forces were engaged on the right flank and rear all night , 
and at the time of report were engaged on the left flank , -
operations proceeding satisfactorily. 

Additional J.:arine Forces are en route GUADALCA!:AL from 
ESPIRITU SA:;To. 
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\,: llluoa.unw. 01 1111 cnoc·-. • oa.r S E T u n OOA.INDn'. WdUNITOif. a.o. 

~ ~ .!l l!l 9 a .m. September 14~ 1942 , 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

At 9 p.m. on the night or 12- 13 September a hostile 
plane dropped flares on landing field. 

At 9:30 p.m. an onemy destroyer bombar ded b~ach to 
east of our area for twenty minu tes from a position orr 
KOLI POINT. Shelling accompanied by sound of boats which 
continued for three hours , operating to east and northeast. 

At 9:40 p. m. contacts were ma~ e with enemy patrols on 
land on both sides or LUJIGA RIVER. Contacts continued 
throughout the night . Report at that time was that all our 
positions were secure, but that there were probable infil­
trations by scall groups . Uopping up operations were to be 
initiated at daybreak. 

A lat er report or operations during the 13th, stated 
that patrols were operating against Japanese throughout the 
day, - Marine casualties four killed, twelve wounded. Ja­
anese casualties exceeded forty . 

At midnight 12-13 September one Japanese cruiser and 
four destroyers bombarded our posi tion for rorty- fivo min­
utes . Fire was returned by our 5", and one ship believed 
hit . 

At 3 a.m. on the morning or the 13th. the enemy bombard­
ed TULAGI. 

From 1 a.m. until daylight enemy maintained continuous 
air patrol over our position. 

At 5:10 a.m. 13th. aircraft were detected approachine 
from northwest , but turned orr on the approach of our aircraft . 

At 10:20 a.m. 13th. twenty-six Zeros ceme over our posi­
tion and were engaged by twenty-eight GruliUllan llavy fighters. · 

At 1:45 p.m. twenty- eight twin-engine bombers covered 
by Zeros were intercepted by t11enty Grucu:~an Navy fighters. In 
this case bombs were jettisoned fifteen miles away, 
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SOOTH ?ACJl:'IC ACTIO:l (Cont' d . ) 

At midnicht 12-13 September one cruiser and four des­
troyers fired into position for more than one hour. Co~­

ications were inter rupted for four and one- half hours . 

At 7135 1n the afternoon of the 13th. OUADALCA!IAL re­
ported one cruiser and three destroyers 180 miles to the 
northwest on course 290. 

At 1:45 1n the afternoon of the 12th. one carrier and 
one cruiser was reported as being 258 miles northeast of 
NDE!II (SAIITA CRUZ) , course south. At ?152 1n the afternoon 
of the 12th. two Japanese ships were reported as being 120 
miles east by nor th of IlDEN!. Fifteen B-l?'s were ordered 
to attack, results not yet reported. 

Conditions at OUADALCAilAL reported to bo O.K. except 
for shortage of gasoline and personnel very tired because of 
night bombardment and day air attacks. 
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8130 a , m. Sept ember 12 , 

Twenty-six Japanese bombers ooverod by Ze ros bombed 
GUADALCANAL at l2t4$ noon on the 12th, ki lling six, wound­
ing twenty-nine, one P-400 and one P4-F badly daoaged on 
the ground . Six bomber s end one Zero shot down. One F4-F 
lost in air battle, pilot recovered . 

On the lOth, information was received that enemy had 
moved in strengt h t o UALIUBO RIVER, $ miles east or position 
(presumably our position), - Natives estimate strength to 
be several thousands . This force is probably the one engaged 
around TAIVU POINT, pos~1bly reinforced. 

Enomy discovered by our patrols cutting through jungle 
toward roar of our position . Counter-measures being insti­
tuted, 

At 12 •00 noon nine dive bombers attacked Japanese in­
stallations at GIZO, demolishing buildings and sank a small 
boat. 

Eleven scout bombers went out to attack a cruiser and 
two destroyers northwest of GUADALCANAL, making contact , but 
no hits due to low ceiling . 

Evening patrol sighted fifteen landing barges l oaded 
with supplies on beach at VISALB 1 western end of GUADALCANAL. 

Aviation Tender MACKINAC at IIDENI was shelled during 
the night, apparently by a submarine, - no dacage. 

SUbiiiBl'ine TAll'l'OG reports sinkin& a ? ,~ton naval 
auxiliary off SOOTH CHI NA on 6 August . 
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10, 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

At midnight of the 9-lOth. a Japanese destroyer 
shelled TULAGl Harbor, - hit a patrol craft which had been 
hit the previous night. 

u.s . dive bombers bombed and straffed villages i n 
the vicinity of VISALE, western end of GUADALCANAL. 

At 12:27 noon on the l Oth. twenty-seven twin- engine 
bombers and t hir ty Zeros dropped bombs, - kil led eleven, 
wounded fourteen, and destroyed one truck. They were at­
tacked by eleven Navy and Marine fighters , - four bombers 
shot down, one of our fighters missing , one badly damaged . 
Effecti ve planes remaining GUADALCANAL eleven Navy fighters, 
twenty-two Navy dive bombers , three Army fighters! 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . l 

At 7tl5 p.m. on the 8th . two pl anes with lights on 
dropped bombs on TULAOI from 1,000 feet. No damage . 

Due to bad runway conditions we had six fighters totally 
des troyed and one damaged i n opposing this attack. 

At 12t30 in the morning a Japanese vessel bombarded 
TULAGI AREA , - one small craft hit. 

At llt)O twenty- six twin-engine bombers escorted by 
fighters dropped bombs at transports FULLER and BELLATRIX 
which were unloading . Neither vessel was hit. Five enemy 
bombers and four Zeros shot down . OUr l osses two planes 
missing, t wo badly damaged. 

At t ack against Japanese force at TAIVU POINT , GUADAL­
CANAL , previousl y reported . Japanese supplies left behind 
after Japanese withdrew were large amounts of food and am­
muniti on, 4 - 75 mm. guns , 1 - 37 mm. gun , consi der able radio 
equipment, and at l east 27 dead Japanese. Marine casualties 
2 dead, 4 wounded. Enemy force estimated to be a reinforced 
battal ion of not l ess than 1 , 000 men. 
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8, 1942 , 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO!/ (Cont 'd , l 

Lieutenant Riley on patrol in a PBY shot down a Jap­
four-engine patrol boat1 Kawan1ah1 Type, about 300 
northeast of GUADALCANAL on the 5th. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ActiO!! (Cont'd . l 

On the 6th, of September 2 PBY's report attacking 
a Serial 43(?j 1 probably a Japanese patrol plane,north of 
SOLOUON ISLANDS and getting many hits but no visible damage, 
A B-17 reported attacking a Serial 43 in the vicinity of 
OIZO ISLAND, getting hits, but Jap escaped in rain squawl . 

11 dive bombers and 6 fighters boobed GIZO Harbor 
installations, causing serious damage , - no ships or planes 
seen. 

Reconnaissance showed 36 Japanese landing boats off 
SANTA ISABEL ISLAND were sunk (attack previously reported) . 

Carrier planes, HOJU:E'r, attacked throe enemy sub­
marines, two with promising results, one with negative re­
sults, 
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W' ~! PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

~ .. 
Transport ZBI LIN with 450 pri soners of war proceed­

ing to WELLINGTON , - due to arrive on the 11th. of Sept em­
ber. 

Japanese reported to be active 1n the GILBERT ISLANDS, -
TARAWA and A.SEIIAI.!A . 
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.. ~ 
Commanding General , GUADALCANAL 1 repor t s that 12 

officers and 226 men of the crews or the LITTLE and GREGORY 
wore rescued . The enemy consisted or at least one crui ser 
and two destr oyers . 

The morning patrol sighted 15 large Japanese landing 
boats each carrying about 75 men approaching the northwest 
coast ot GUADALCMlAL. Boats were stratfed, 3 sunk . P-400 1 s 
attacking with bombs and light machine guns, - apparently 
causing many personnel casualties, 

Dive bombers stratfod and bombed boats on beach, -
believed to have destroyed several of them. 

26 twin- engine bombers covered by 20 Zeros approached 
position at 12 :45 p . m. on the 5th. This was second alert , 
and only several fighters roached t he proper alti tude. The 
intercept ed Japanese planos dropped bombs 10 miles •.vestYrard 
or LUt:GA POINT . Two bombers and one Zero shot do1vn. One 
or our fighte r s missing, three dwnacod \'lith one pilot 
wounded . An additional fighter and piiot lost during a t tack 
on boats . 

Army bombers f.f~rating from AUSTRALIA reported at 
south end of BOUGMlVI one light cruiser, 16 destroyers, 
and 7 merchant vessels , - appar ently no at t acks made by us. 

Army bo::~bers report one cruiser northeast of w:IJ;E 
BAY sighted several times, attacks unsuccessful . 

Estimate enemy casualties JUIJ/E BAY AREA to Septac­
bar 1st. as 600. 

Continued pressure from the enemy in the KOKODA AREA, -
enemy casualti es estimated at 700. 

~ ~ 
Report from an unidentified submarine states t hat he 

is unab.le to remain longer on stati6h because of damage suf ­
fered from t hree days of depth charging . His score is one 
battleship set on fire and one PC- t ype radar equipped patrol 
vosso.l sunk. 
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~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd, l 

Destroyer Transports LITTLE and GREGORY were sunk 
by gunfire, probabl y with heavy casualties off GUADALCANAL 
during the night of 4-5 September, Enemy destroyers had 
previously shelled GUADALCANAL, 

S-41 reports having sunk on 22 August a submarine 
of I-61 type off mrN GEORGIA, SOLOUON ISLANDS. 

Seven ene~ vessels reported unloading in the GILBERT 
ISLAIIDS. SUbmarine ALBACORE arrived in the area on the 4th. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . l 

"-• -J.e, ~1 ~" 1?1. 
A Japanese force of a~ast two cruisers and two des­

troyers was l ocated by a pa ol of our dive bomber planes 
about t wo mi l es west of TA VU POI!fT, CUADALCANAL, at 12: 5'0 
in the morning , - one cruiser of J I NTSU class . Ships l ying 
clos e inshore as if to discharge t roops and cargo. (Thi s 
according to reporti - possibility exists that troops were 
bei .ng embarked). Panes attacked , - result not observed . 
Ten dive bombers were unable to r e- establish contact except 
to the ext ent that one near miss on a cruiser was made . 

Report expresses belief that enemy was dispersed after 
first contact and withdrew. At the time of the report, one 
o ' clock 1n the afternoon of the 31st ., search was being con­
tinued . 

A further report from GUADALCANAL indicates the Japa­
ne se Detachment previously at MARAU SOUND , eastern end of 
CUADALCANAL, had moved to TASIJ.!BOKO BAY (near TAI'IU POINT 
and about 7 miles f r om estimated position of Marines) . This 
position desi gnated as being the f irst obj ecti ve of a raider 
battalion when a destroyer raider becomes ava i lable . 

AUSTRALIA, HOBART , and SELFRIDGE are proceeding t o 
BRISBAII!r: 

SARATOGA , two cruisers , and four destroyer s are proceed­
ing toward TONCATABU at 14 knots . 
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~~~ SQOTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont 14. l 

Destroyer-Transport COLHOUN sunk by three bombs of 
a high-l evel bombing attack at 3100 in the afternoon of the 
30th. while screening t he KOPARA (presumabl y a cargo ship) . 
No other ship hit . Al.l officers and men rescued 1 - 9 wounded. 

The \fiLLIAl& WARD Bt1RRC7RS is aground at TULAGI 1 - ship 
be i ng lightened but efforts t o refloat so far not successful. 

Three cruisers and four destroyers have been directed 
to report back to MacArthur for support of his operations off 
IIILNE BA'i. 

Destroyer-Minel ayer GAMBLE reports sinki ng a Jap 
!-Class submarine near UALAI TA. 

A B- 17 at 9120 a.m. on the 30th. sighted and attacked 
four cruisers off SANTA ISABEL, - reports one hit or a cl ose 
miss off stern of a heavy cruiser. 

The evening patrol sighted two cruisers and sorne des­
troyers 20 mil es north of RUSSELL ISLAND (25 mil es northwest 
of GUADALCANAL) at 5145 in t he afternoon. Di ve bombers being 
prepared to go after them (no further report) . 

. The LITTLE reports depth charging e submarine off 
GUADALCAilAL at 4 : 30 in the afternoon and believed t o have sunk 
it. 

In an air engagement over GUADALCAIIAL at 11:45 a . m. on 
the 30th. 18 lend Zeros reported shot down. U.S. losses 4 
P- 400 1 s with 3 pilots lost. P-400 1 s accounted for 5 of the 
Zeros. 
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SOYTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

GOADALCANAL was bombed by 6 planes at 4140 a .m. on 
the 29th, Two killed and five wounded. 

At lls55 a . m. 18 twin-engine bombers bo~bed, - one 
ldlled 1 four wounded. Some ammunition and two hangars with 
aviation material, including two fi&hter planes destroyed. 
At least 4 Zeros and 3 bombers shot down by fighter craft 
and l bomber by anti-aircraft. All U.S. planes returned 
but two~d major damage. - Strength of our fighter planes 
being very seriously reduced, 
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During the evening of the 28th. two SBD's from 
GUADALCANAL on patrol sighted three large and one smal l 

1942. / 

'Jv~ v 
/ 

Jap destroyers 70 miles north of GUADALCANAL on course 
1800, - evidently headed t o t he GUADALCA1lAL AREA. This pa­
trol attacked and hit the small destroyer . 

Eleven more dive bombers took off and at 6:00 p . m. 
attacked these destroyers which were then 85 miles north 
of GUADALCANAL. Two of the large des tr oyers were hit, -
one bl ew up and sank, one hit amidships and burning flerce­
l y. One escaped damage. The s.mall destroyer . was low in 
t he water, smoking, and in dis tress. 

These destroyers appeared to have consi derable gear 
on deck, - probabl y intended for their forces at GUADALCANAL. 
(One of our planes failed t o return). 

The Marine Patrol which attacked the Japs at KOKUUBONA 
returned. Marine casual ties 5 killed , 10 wounded, Jap cas­
ualties uncer tain. 

No sighting of enelliY surface vessels on the 28th. by 
our patrols other than those listed above. 

19 addit i onal Marine Fighter Planes are scheduled to 
be moved to GUADALCANAL on Saturday . 

, 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Patrol plane repor ts show an enemy force of 1 battle­
ship, 7 cruisers, and 6 destroyers steering various courses 
at a position about 500 mil es north of TULAGI. This may 
indicate that carriers have proceeded to RABAUL or KAVIENG 
to obtain replacement planes end that sur face forces, while 
waiting, were keeping clear of possi ble air attack in force . 

ENTERPRISE proceeding to TONGATABU1 should arrive the 
28th. or 29th. 

9 Army Fighters, P-400's , arrived GUADALCANAL from 
- ESPIRITU SAllTO at 11:40 a . m. on the 27th, While en route 

they attacked one four-engine flying boat near the sout heast 
end of GUADALCANAL, which disappeared in the clouds smoking, 

A large Marine patrol i s reported as attacking Japanese 
forces at KOKU!.IBONA, - 7 miles west of LUNG A POINT , - action 
continuing , 

The Commanding General at GUADALCA!IAL reports acute 
need for fighters to operate at high altitudes , 

A 500 kilo bomb exploded 30 hours after dropping , 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION . (Cont'd. ) 

One of our patrol planes reports being attacked by a 
carrier-type plane at 10:14 a,m, on the 26th. 340 miles north 
of TULAGI, It is not known whether or not a carrier was ac­
tually present. 

A delayed report received f rom Admiral Fl etcher sent out 
on the afternoon of the 25th, gives the following information: -

Incompleteness of tactical reports left the exact 
position of enemy carriers uncertain. 

~ .... ,.q)ji. '" ~ c v 
Confirmed RYUJO badly d&maged . Two cruisers torpe­

doed . One battl eship hit by a 1,000 pound bomb. 

Estimates enemy lost more than 50 planes as a re­
sult of attacks by our planes and anti- aircraft fi re. 

Our plane l osses - 7, 

On the 25th. carrier task forces , probably being in fueling 
area, enemy submarine No. 425 was hit with a 500-pound bomb abaft 
conning t ower , - believed sunk (300 mil es southeast of TULAGI) . 

Al so straffed and damaged p~'~•~~~f enemy submari ne No. 
417, same position. 

Another submarine sighted just to the south, depth charged 
by destroyer, possibly damaged, 

Submarines appeardto be concentrated in our approximate 
fUeling area. 

In addition to the above two submarines were sighted on 
the 24th, to eastward of TULAGI in the vicinity of carrier group. 

Report f rom OCEAN ISLAND of a ship approaching l>..t 4( 
further information appears to i ndicate landings made by the 
enemy on that island, 

Further repor ts from the Commander South Pacific state B-17 
made threo hits with 500-pound boobs on a cruiser and the ship 
broke in t~o- it seems probable that this must have been a des­
troyer, The B-17 which attacked RYUJO was itself attacked by 
7 Zeros and shot down 5 Zeros, 
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' At 2 p.m. on the 25th. GUADALCAJIAL scout bombers failed to locate any ships ?0 miles north of area = sighted oil patch= es. Later attacked destroyer leaving oil ~rail off north coast 
of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND , = no hits but all bombs fell close. 

Bombing attack on GUADALCANAL at noon the 26th . by 16 twin=engine bombers and 12 land Zero fighters. Japanese losses 
? bombers and 5 Zeros, U.S. losses l pl ane . Success attributed to the fact that Zeros must fight with boavy load of gas for 
roturn trip. 

Apparently, in addition to other ships previously re= ported damaged, returning search pilots report one transport and one destroyer burning with one destroyer standing by and 
to the northward of the position of these ships, four addition­al ships burning (character of ships not reported) . 

l'fi!ARTON departed for 11!:.1 CALEDONIA with survivors from 
cruisers on 22 Ausust. 

Commander South Pacific r epor ts that enemy apparentl y consisted of four groups:-

One consisting of 1 battleship and some cruisers, 
attacked by our carrier air groups. 

one consisting of 2 large carriers, 10 cruisers, 
and 8 destroyers. - Discovered too late for air attack. Believe thnt this group attacked ~ITERPRISE . 

One group consisting of RYUJO, 1 cruiser and 2 
destroyers. Attacked by our B-l?'s and SARATOGA Air 
Group, - believed badly damaged by SARATOGA Air Group. 

Other group referred to probably transport group. 

Group i ncluding battleship at 11 •00 a.•. 26 August be­lieved to be retiring to northwestward from their position 345 
miles north northeast of Guadalcanal . 
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\i SOUTH PACIFIC AQtiOll {Cont ' d . ) 

Damage sustained by ENTERPRISE:-

3 medi um bomb hits, 3 near misses. 
Out of comm1ss1on:-

Two of the thre• elevat ors, 
Starboard steerins engine , and 
Direc tor for three AA guns. 

Flisht deck damased, but not out of commission. 
Ship can be steered but cannot be maneuvered at 

high speed . 
Planes remaining on board:-

6VF 
21 vs~, and 
3 VT , 

11 VSB ere at GUADALCAIIAL. 
50 planes can be operat ed in ecergency. 
80 dead , 100 wounded . 
P~opelling machinery not damaged . 

On t he night of 24-25 August 7 destroyers shelled OUADAL­
CANAL. Casualties - 2 killed, 3 wounded , - no material damage . 

5 Scout Bombers went out from Guadalcanal about 2 :45 a .m. 
25 August , - no contact . 3 Scout Bombers went out at 3:00 a . m. 
and scored one hit on a destroyer , - one scout bomber failed to 
return. Large oil patches seen in area after daybreak. 

At 4: 00 in the mornins of 25 August 2 sca11 planes bo:nbod 
and atraffed OOADALCAJIAL position. At 11: 50 21 twin- engine 97 
bombers dropped 40 bombs from 27, 000 feet. - 4 killed, 5 wounded , -
no material damage . 

Apparently, in addition t o previous reports, GUADALCAJ:AL 
reports one t ransport hit on or noar miss under stern with a 
1 1000 pound bomb and 2 seaplanes shot down. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . l 

Subsequent to carrier action, the SARATOGA and ENTERPRISE 
groups r etired to r efuel and \'/ASP proceeded t oward GUADALCAIIAL 
to continue recoveries . ,., .,. a- ...... . , 

Carr i ers report destruction of 4~ enemy planes, but do 
not report own plane l osses . Navy ana Uarine fighters on 
CUADALCANAL report destruction of 21 enemy planes v11tb the 
l oss of 3 of our fighters. Total enemy plane losses repor ted 
as 68 , 

OUr carrier groups repor t ed attacks on enemy cruisers and 
a battl eshi p Vlith some hits . 

B-17 ' s reported 4 hits on RYUJO but photograph showed no 
hits made. 

Enemy air reconnaissance of the GILBERT ISU<NDS continues . 
OCEAN ISLAND bombed from the air and bombarded by a cruiser . 
NARU ISLAND shelled by a 6" cruiser. 
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Enemy task forces in several groups were picked up ap­
proaching the TULAGI AREA beginning 22 August. J 

I 
First contact was with:- 'I'/ 

1 Cruiser, 
2 Destroyers , nnd 
3 Transports. 

~fter con~act , 
Apparently this group t urned away upe~elng con agte~, but 
later headed down toward GUADALCANAL, after the carrier ac­
tion. This was based on a despatch from GUADALCANAL t hat an 
enemy convoy with no carriers present was · attacked 100 miles 
north of TULAGI 1 - one large transport hit and burning a.nd 
one heavy cruiser hi t and burning fiercelyL -

8
No fur t her

5
i n- t 

formation on this as yet . ffl t :10 a .m. 2 Agusu • 

Enemy carrier task forces apparentl y consisted of RYUJO 
with two cruisers and dest royers and another gr oup of two 
large carriers with ten cruisers and eight destroyers. 

Presence of carriers was fJrst noted by attack on patrol 
plane by enemy carrier pl anes 360 miles northeast of TULAGI 
at 10:30 a . m. on the 24th. Contact with carrier gr oup was 
later made 120 miles southwest of pos i tion of attack on pa­
trol pl ane, and 275 miles from TULAGI , - at 11:00 a . m. on the 
24th. 

Attack on carrier group , small carrier RYUJ0 1 by a B-17 
was reported as having taken place at 6:10 p. m. 120 miles 
southwest of this position . - Navigation of Army plane prob­
ably questionable, 4 B-17 ' s al so reported making a ttack on 
another carrier group at 5:25p. m. 100 miles west southwest 
of this attack. Later one of our pat r ol planes reported a 
large carrier dead in the water, but report indicated in no 
other way whe t her or not damage had t aken pl ace. 

Our task force was attacked by carrier planes at 4:40 
in the afternoon, El~TERPRISE receiving two bomb hits , one 
of which pu t steering gear out of commission. Er!TERPRISE 
planes failed to locate enemy and proceeded to GUADALCANAL. 
SARATOGA planes reported a ttack on RYUJO which was burning 
fiercely, 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI O:I (Cont 1d . ) 

S- 44 returning from pat r ol on 23 August reported 
having sunk on 10 August a cruiser of KAKO or IIACHI class 
with four t orpedo hits (possibly was KAKO class) . 

Enemy Task Foree sighted by our patrol pl ane about 
300 miles north or tho TULAGI AREA consisting apparently 
of a carrier, two cruisers , and two destroyers. OUr Task 
Forces have been previously fired at with a submarine tor­
pedo, with the consequent pr esumption that our forces sight­
ed have been reported by the enemy. 

One report indicates our forces being attacked by 
enemy carrier-based planes. Apparently our carriers not 
knowing at the time the exact position of eneQY carriers . 

Des troyer BLUE , having broken adrift from tow north 
of SAVO ISLAND1 appears to have been scuttled by our own 
forces to avoia falling into enemy hands . 

MacArthur repor t s a minimum of ? hours necessary for 
the execution of missions against targota assigned by 
Commander South Pacific. 
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... 
• 

Regraded Unclassified



Japs. 

• 

PACIFIC 

GUADALCAJ!AL AREA 

• 

Pat rol to eastward of TENARU RIVER killed 5 more 

One B-17 and 5 P-401 s arrived. 

Commander SOUTH PACIFIC finding transportation prob­
lem to CACTUS more difficult ever:y da:y and urges sending 
of more transport planes, - which are en rout e f r o1:1 UNITED 
STATES. 

GUADALCAHAL reports 9 dive bombers, 1 torpedo-bomber, 
and 13 fighters taking off at 4:15 p.m. to intercept an 
enemy north of CACTUS . - IVhat kind of enemy not stated. 

There are indications t hat Japanese l ost two cruisors 
in the night action 8-9 August off GUADALCANAL. 

(off 
tied 

PACIFIC 

S-38 r et urning from patrol of ST. GSORGE 1 S CHAJnfEL 
RABAUL) reports sinking on 8 August a large unidonti­
MARU. MARU escorted by one destroyer. 

Returning fro1:1 NOR'l'H HOllSHU patrol !IAR\'IHAL r eports 
sinking four cargo ships and three sampans , total tonnage 
18000. 

- llf-
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oo-:.tu UNITED STATES FLEET 
~~ IIIA.Doo....,_ 0. 1D Coeoc·-- Df Oar s ~1$H E r " ... - ···· ........... 

~-~ 9 o30 a . m. August 21 1 1942, 
~~~ B i 1 
0~ 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Coot 1 d . ) 

Part of the Summary dated the 20th. was incorrect 
in that a patrol sroup reported ae beina destroyed ap­
pears to have been a United St ates patrol group compris­
ing 25 men under ~ Goettge who disappeared on 12 
August and apparentl~~~hilated . 

19 Marine Fighters and 12 Dive Bombers were landed 
on GUADALCAl'IAL at 4 p ,m,, local 20th, 

At 4o40 on the morning of the 21st. it was reported 
that a strong raid or enemy 1and1ns was being made east 
ot TENARO RIVER and that there were two ene:zy ships in 
the harbor. 

- 13 -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

S E OQ"f::T-::-:.-..::.=::.:~ 
~ r.;&i-i 
~" 4 p.m. August .... ~ 

PACIFIC ACTION 

20, 1942. 

Raid conducted on MAKIN ISLAND by landing force of 
215 Marines from Submarines NARWHAL and ARGONAUT des troyed 
radio station, aviation gas, one seaplane float, seaplane 
and one four-engine patrol plane. 

Indirect gunfire of submarine sank 350Q-ton trans-
port, one gunboat, and damaged ene~ reservation area on shore. 

Report indicates heavy eneiJ!Y air action durin,g day­
light which apparently attacked Japanese troops and instal­
lations of secondary objective almost exclusively, which we 
did not raid. Secondary objective included reconnoitering 
and inflicting damage on the ene~ at LITTLE JUJCIN, APAING , 
and llA.RAKI ISLANDS. 

Jap known dead 83, prisoners none. Our own dead 
Lieutenant Holtoy1 13 men, wounded 2 officers and 16 men, 
missing approximately 20 men. 

- 12 -
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SOYTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

Jap group hit near TAIVU POINT (westward on 
GUADALCANAL from Uarine occupation) containing 20 members 
and 4 officers,-18 killed by our patrol group. 

This Jap group carried considerable radio equip­
ment that had been landed by a destroyer. Docu=ents cap­
tured showed plan of some ot the landing operations, also 
locations of Japanese small detachments. 

Jap destroyers shelled our patrolling small boats 
ott GUADALCANAL, - 9 Navy subcarine personnel missing. 

Report is made that one Japanese destroyer was 
struck by a B- 17 bomb. 

Patrol of Marines mopped up UATANIKAU (position 
unknown but probably on GUADAL CANAL), - 60 Japanese count­
ed as being killed. Also located new graves confirming 
that 25 Japs had been killed on 12 August. 

14 Japs were killed by a patrol , one escaping, -
had landed in rubber boats . 

- 11 -
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o.-:.,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 

SE~~l::,-:-::.-=.=::~ 
2 ~~·;m I 8 a.m. August 19, 1942 • ... ~ 

SQUTH PAGifiC ACTION (Cent 1d . l 

Interviews of Japanese prisoners obtained from enemy 
torpedo bombers shot down off GUADALCANAL give information 
that the Japanese have 50 to 60 heavy bombers at RABAUL, 
100 fighters brought in by carrier (KASUGA MARU ?) 1 100 
dive bombers. 

On the 17th. 16 bombs were dropped on field at GUADAL­
CANAL, - 4 hits on runway, several drums of gas burned, 5 
personnel casualties. 

Commander Airi South Pacific, Admiral McCain, reports 
as of 12s50 p , m., ocal time of the 19th. 1 two groups of 
Japanese ships in· the southward SOLOMON !~LANDS. One heavy 
cruiser and one light cruiser 25 miles southeast of TULAGI; 
three destroyers seven miles north of LUNGA ROADS (GUADAL­
CANAL). Two U.S. Army heavy bombers attacked heavy cruiser, 
scoring hit on stern of ship, which was on fire . Seaplane 
tender sighted at REKATA BAY (SANTA ISABEL ISLAND). 

- 10 -
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• 
UNITED STATE S FLEET 

Bu.Doa.ur. or Till ()=eo«•.- or 0111r 
un DDunmrr, WAIIGIIO'TOIC. D. c. 

Baoo a.m. August 18 , 1942. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d , ) 

Patrolling and mopping up GUADALCMIAL continues . 
On the 15th. enemy plan.es dropped food and ammunition by 
parachute of which Marines captured four of s i x loads soon 
dropped. 

OUr destroyer transports on the 16th. delivered 120 
tons of aviation gas, aviati on lube oi l, and ammunition to 
GUADALCANAL. 

OUr subma.r i nes report convoys moving southward from 
~V BRITAIN. - Unable to get into firing position. 

NAR\'IUAL and ARGONAUT executed l anding raid on MAKIN 
ISLAND with a raiding par t y of 200 Marines, l ocal 1? , but 
no word from them regarding results. 

Submarines off TRUK appear to be having some success, -
details unknown. 

- 9 -
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

S ~;"~Tau:=..::..::-·.-:::~ 
~~~,~ 8 a.m. August 147 1942 • ..,. 
o~~ SQUTH rAC!FIC ACTION (CQNT 1D.) 

Fragmentary reports in from the 
t hat Japanese attack conducted on t he 
screening for ces was very efficient. 
curate , Airplane flares used. 

Survivors 1-

SOUTH PACIFIC show 
9th. against our 
Gunfire rapid and ac-

QUUICY - - - -
VINCENNES 
ASTORIA 

- 44 Officers, 574 Men. 
- 40 Officers , 650 Men. 

ELLIOT 
. CANBERRA - -

- About 650 1 total. 
- 23 Officers, 285 ilen. 

50 Officers, 586 Men • 

Captains of VINCENNES and ASTORIA saved. 
Captain of QUINCY lost. Captain of CA!IBERRA 
died from wounds . 

RALPH TALBOT - 14 lost; JARVIS - 16 lost; IIUGFORD -
20 -lost, 

Total wounded - about 841. 

Japanese planned a very large and complete base in the 
TULAGI-GUADALCANAL Area . Powerful and vigorous enemy reac­
tion is expected (there are many indications of this) . 

A division of destroyer transports arrives QUADALCANAL 
with supplies tomorrow, Saturday, 

Total personnel landed at GUADALCANAL 10,900. 
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l,J J Jb&DOO,un. 01 .,.. O'M«' M!D Dl CICZir 

~t::: T un oo.unaan'. WAIIIDIIQ'f'OII,o.o. 

.1- ~I'\- · 9•45 a . m. August 12 , 1942. 
<;i ..... 
~ ..;> SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 

o'-
I.nformation has been received regarding the battle 

in the SOLOMON ISLANDS from the Co~ander of the Amphibious 
Force. One Covering Force northeast or SAVO ISLAND con­
sisted or ASTORIA, VINCENNES QUINCY 3 destroyers and one 
destroyer radar outpost; aouihwest of SAVO ISLAND ~HICAGO, 
CANBERRA, and five destroyers . These two forces were patrol­
ling the approaches to the TULAGI- GUADALCANAL AREA. Inner 
screens consisted of SAN JUAN and destroyers for group at 
TULAGI, and AUSTRALIA and HOBART with destroyers for pro­
tection of transports at GUADALCANAL. About 0145 aircraft 
flares silhouetted transports in the TULAGI AREA. About 
the aame time enemy heavy cruisers , destroyers, and subma­
rines were intercepted by screens north end south of SAVO 
ISLAND with the result of a heavy runn.ing action of about 
f orty minutes, 

No knowledge or damage to enemy except one submarine 
probably sunk, 

OUr losses, - ASTORIA, VINCENNES, QUINCY, CANBERRA. 
CHICAGO torpedoed in bow, two destroyers damaged. Heavy 
casualties with majority saved , Att ack did not reach trans­
port or shore forces. 

Transports remained in area to land food and ammuni­
tion during the following day, then departed for NEIV CALE­
DONIA. 

The situation on land not very much changed. Enemy 
detachments remain in jungle areas. Equipment and supplies 
captured indicate that the Japanese meant the TULAGI AREA 
to be a major base. 

- ? -
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S [ ... t!:l. ~ t:"WiW TED STATES FLEET 

t... ;p:v ~AII'a.Ofnaeow· .... exmr 
L~ ~ .,.. o n DD.urna:ll'f, w~ o.. c. 

~ ~..,.'li l 9•30 a . m. 

, SO!.JTH PACIFIC ACl'IOII (Cont'd. l 

Aug . ll, 1942. 

Information from General Vandergrift transmitted local 
llond.ay night to Admiral Ghormley states that he holds TOLAGI , 
GAVOTU, liAKAio{BO, TANAJIBOOO, and has 5,000 men in that area, 
which were taken after bitter fighting. - llarine casualties 
450. Jap casualties 100~, running over 1,000. 

Also holds GUADALCANAL, KOICUid to KOLI POINT . Digging 
in to defend beaches. He is patrol ling to mop up Jap garrison 
of 300 troops and 2 , 000 pioneers who withdrew to bush. 

Vandergrift reports GUADALCANAL airfield ready for fighter 
and dive bomber planes. 

Enemy l anding attack on west end of GUADALCANAL is anti­
cipated. Estimate of Japanese forces in area or proceeding 
toward area attached hereto. 

OUr carrier forces are presumed to have finished fueling 
llond.ay the lOth. 

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA forces report destruction of a 
large number of Japanese aircraft in the NEW BRITAIN AREA, in­
cluding 19 Zeros in air combat . Also report heavy damage to 
YUNAKUNAU airfield (RABAUL AREA). 

Commander in Chief, PACIFIC, recommends no press release 
1n regard to situation in the SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

- 6 -
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8 ASASBIO 

1 to 2 KAJIIGAWA 

tyPE I 

EN BOYTE FROM EMflRE 
D I 1500 

YEAR BATTERY 

1937 6-5" 

XAV 1 6853 1937 :10 to 14 

ESTII!.ATED TOTAL OBANGE STRENGTH 

P3ESENT AND EN ROUTE 

CA - - - - - 7 
3 

- -12 

AV - - - - - - - 1 
CL- - -
DD - - -

ODD - -
ss - -

oss - - -

-10 
- 8 

- - 4 

- 2 -

XAV - - - - - - - 5 to 7 
PT - - - - - - - 4 
PC and SC - 20 
DM and AU - - - 6 
AP and AK -10 to 14 
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...,! AOBA 
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4 RO Subs 

8 I Subs 
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4PT 

4 PC 
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16 sc 

4Aiol 

6 to 8 AP 

4 to 6 AI< 

2 lllooAI4r 

4 SHIGURE 

1 K.UIIKAWA 

CA 

CA 

CL 

CL 

ODD 
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oss 

ss 

AV 

XAV 

9850 

7100 

3230 

2890 

1270 

1215 

988 

1300 t o 
1600 

9000 

6853 

50? 

70? 

? 

? 

? 

1932 11Q-8" 
I 

1927 I 6- 810 

I 
1919 lll-5. 5" 

1923 6-5, 5" I 

1922 4- 4.7" 

1920 
I 

4-4, 7" I 

11923-25 I 1-4,7" I 
4 Torps1 

I 
1-4.7" : 
6 Torps: 

I I 
I I 

:1932-37 
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. . . . 
:14 Planes 
: 4- 5" . 
:10 to 14: 

planes : 
: 

2 Torps: 
(? ') : 

PT 

PC 

OM 

sc 

AJI 

AP 

AK 

I ? : 
:3 to 19000 ? 1 
: 
13 to 8 .00Q? 

EN ROUTE FROM ~YA 
1 CA 1 8oo 

DO 

XAV 

- 1 -

1368 

6853 

1935' :10 - S" I 
: 

1936 I 5 - 5" 
I 

1938 :10 to : 
114 planes 
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~': UNITED STATES FLEET 

' .... , - I ... ...., 
~ $'i II 9 a.m. August 8, 1942 (Cont'd. ) 

f!t~ 
" SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 14.) 

At least 12 enemy planes shot down, probably more, by 
ships and fighters . 

Apparently KISKA attaek took plaee about 1800 the 7th. 
(KISKA date). 
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OOoalociiJU UNITED STATES FLEET 

<,.~ '\,. Buooo...,. or,..,..,_,...,,. c-

SC:~.f:fET .. n ... ...,...,, •• o:oo.o.c. 9 a,m, August B, 1942. 
~~ S~QTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,) 
r~>"' 0 The approach in the TULACI AREA wa& a conplete surprise. 

18 ene~ seaplanes on water and one small schooner were destroy­
ed. No ene~ ships present. 

In both areas TULAGI and CUADALCANAL, shore bombardment 
was opened about o60b, local time (date, local 7). Light gun 
opposition soon silenced, 

At 0740 landing was begun in the FLORIDA AREA (TULAGI­
FLORIDA ISLAND). Initial opposition was light. 

Landing was begun at GUADALCANAL at 0910 a.m. No opposi-
tion, 

About 25 ene~ bombers dropped several bombs, - no damage, 
- two planes shot down, two damaged, 

About 10 Type 99 dive bombers made one 250-pound hit on 
Destroyer MUGFORD at 1590. Considerable damage to after deck­
house, engines not damaged , - 20 dead, - 2 planes shot down. 

At 2000 local time all troops for GUADALCANAL were ashore 
occupying positlon on the TEllfARU RIVER, about five miles east of 
LUNGA ROADS, - not in contact with the ene~. 

The situat ion on FLORIDA side:-

HAL4VO (FLORIDA ISLAND) occupied, - no opposition. 

TULAGI occupied, except east end. Fighting continues, 

GAVUTU captured, - heavy casualties. 

TANANBOG01 small island connected with GAVOTU, still 
in hands of e.nemy. 

One tighter pilot down near RUSSELL ISLAND. One WASP dive­
bomber ahot down by a ~ero. 

Squadron Xray(?) attacked at 1200 on the 8th, by about 40 
twin-engine torpedo planes and about 8 high altitude bombers . 
JARVIS hit by torpedo on bow, disabled, - being towed to shallow 
water. 

GEORGE F. ELLIOT on tire amidships from bomb hits. 
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~~~,t:" Tau::.-:-..::..=:::':" 
....... -· ..-- ~I 9 a.m. August 7, 1942, 
~ 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. l 

No direct report as yet but attack on TI1LAGI-GUADALCANAL 
AREA commenced about o6oo l ocal time, August 7th. (3 p.m. 
August 6, Washington '1/arttme). Attack apparently a com- · 
pl ate surprise. Attack consisted of bombing, l anding, and 
bombardment. No reports indicating progress of attack or 
details as yet received , 
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.§~ 
1
I • 5 p.m. Jul.y 301 1942. , 

BOVTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. l, 

S-40 torpedoed a large Japanese troopship off TULAGI 
on Jul.y lOth. 
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July 23, 1942. 

enemy l andin1· on BU.'A (ncross !IE'./ GUI!:EA Peninsula 
!'rom POHT IJORESBY) vras l:lade , This lnndin;; force ~tas a t ­
tacked by U.S . aircraft resultinr. in the belief thr.t one 
transport vras sunk an1 two vessels dam~;ed . This force 
consisted of :-

2 Cruis ·rs , 
4 Destroyers , 
2 Transportsi 
Several Sr-al 

and 
!'.,rc::r.antr.en. 

S- 37 tor pedoed a pat"Ol plane tender near ~haL. 
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