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CONIHCH FILl. UNITED STATES FLEET 
HJW)QtlA.fmttS 0, THI COMWANDU Hf Ctt:rF.P 

s'l'~~,~ T , .. AlT ............ '".TON. D.C. 

o~j".Q."f!! 4 p.m. 31 July, 1943. 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d,) 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

On July 29th in the MUNDA AREA, some advance was 
made all along the front. Tanks and flame thrower• were 
advantageously employed. Attacks continued against pre­
viously by-passed centers or enemy resist ance . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
II&A.DOU.UTUI 011 TK& Cow.MAWDU rM OIIU' 

JlfAVY DI:JI'AI'TW:IHT, WASKL'fGT'Oif, 0. C. 

9 a.m. 31 July, 1943. 

SQU!R PACIFIC AOTION (Cont'd. ) 

At 8:45 a.m. Jul7 30th, eighteen Nav7 Dauntleaa d1•e bombers and e1gbtean Na•7 AYengare bocbad and atrated tour anem7 gun poe1t1on• on the west alda or BAIROXO !!ARBOR, NEW GEORGIA. Numeroue h1 ta were eoored. 
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UNITED STATES PLEET 
KIADOUMtT'lU or THI CONWAKD&I IN CKI.&r 

SJi~_.m EAT PAtn• .. ~· WASICU<~-.D.C. 
~~rr' 9 a.m. 30 July, 1943 . 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,) 
At about 3 P.M. July 29th, four Army Mitchells bombed and strafed enemy positions on the southeaet and vest ooatt ot XOLOKBA!IGARA ISLAND. An enemy barge vaa sunk in the WEBSTER COVE AREA, a building damaged, and several tires etarted. In addition± a barge vas eunk at HAMBERI, veat coaet ot lCOLOKBANGARA BLAND. 

Eight Navy Coreaira escorting the bodberaL etrated building• in PORAPORA VILLAGE at SAND!'LX HARBOK. 
!iE\1 GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

In the MONDA AREA, strong ene my positions are making progreee difficult all along the line. 
On July 27th, the 4~ DIVISION in position on the lett tlank, advanced tva hundred yards against strong ret1atanoe. Fourteen additional enemy pillboxes vera neutrali~ed. Patrol aotivlty continued on the north tlank held by the l48TH I!lF AN'I'RX. 

During July 28th, aome progreee vas made along the entire tront. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cgnt 1 d.) 

Motor torpedo boats attacked rour ond sank two enemy barge a in BLACKETT STRAIT, eouthveet ooaet or KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. 

At e:30 a.m. July 27th, 81X Army rortreeaea attacked enemy poaitl one at KIHILI and BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. Enemy night f i ghters ehot down one or the bombers. 

Later on the aame morning, Navy Dauntle ss dive bomber• and Avengers, eacorted by Vildoate, Coraaire and Lightnings, dropped thirty-tin tone or bombe on MUNDA, rmw 0£01\GIA. 

During the afternoon or 28 July, twenty-three Army Mitehella, escorted by t welve Corsair s, a ttacked enemy posltiona at WEBSTER COVE, eouth coast of KOLOMBk~GARA 
ISLA.~D. 

• Duri ng the morning of July 28th, atrong formations 
or Navy Avenger& and Dauntless dive bombers, escorted by Corsairs and Wildoate, attacked enemy positi ons i n the MONDA AREA. One Dauntle ss returned damaged • 

Regraded Unclassified
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COWll'ICJ« FU . .J UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUA!tTIU OP TKI COWWAJiDU IN OUU 

~--~ ErASlTN!NT. WASKil'iGTOI'<.D. c. 

~~!! 3 p. m. 28 July 1943, 
f:J'O 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d.) 
New Georgia Ground Operations 

In the MONDA sector, our ground troops sre moving 
ahead slowly but surely. At nightfall 26 July, the l03rd 
Infantry, on the south and ehoreline end or our line, had 
gone beyond TETERA. This puts t hem just a little over a 
mile from t he east end or the MONDA airfield. Our other 
rorwsrd line unite sre advanci ng and hitting local etrong 
epote. A rew or these were bypassed. Subsequently pocketed 
by our advance, they are nov being wiped out . 

In the north, both sidee are cl ashing in small patrol 
actions. An enemy outpost has been reported ae deetroyed. 
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COWINCI< ,,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 
~ ~...-IADQUAJtTI!.It$ 0,. THI COWWAKDll ll'f CKII, 

~'A E'T'A>TWINT, WASHINGTON, o. c. 

,lh@ '£ .!! ~ ! 9 a . m. 28 Ju~y l 94J . 

SOUTil P~<CIUC AC~'ION ( Cont ' d .) 

CENTRAL I'A(;I.l"'C 

On 26 July about 7 : 30 in the evening an enel:cy aubmari ne 
wes pick ed up at MID .-AY by shore batteries about two miles 
south of the channel entr ance. The sub s ubmer g ed at once. 
Later, •n·ound ni 11 e o ' clock , flares ag a in pic Ked up the t a r get 
at about 2 , 200 yards . She wa~ t a><en under 1'1re imllledietely 
and forty-two rounds were tir ed . It i s reported t hat one hit 
was made , but our pl anes were unable to veri i'y toe I'act . 
The sub disappeared otf the r adar ~hortly before ten o ' clock. 

Around t en o ' clocK on the mornin& or ~7 July , eight 
of our Liberator s cau$t the en emy o f l' base at . .JUl.}. I5Ln..111D 
by a qu i ck r eturn visi t . Ori ginally 12 planes .. er e eobe r.lul ed 
to make the tx·ip but four returned because of faul t y en,;ine 
performance . 

Approximately twenty-f i v e ;oerou intet·oepted , oi' l'lb ich 
seven were d es t r oyed , ><i t h l'ive probably d ebtl'oyed and three 
others damaged . In spite u• neevy elrcraft fire , I'r agllien­
tat i on and i ncendiary bombs were placed on the 11estern end 
of t ne i sland ana the balance i n the centr al oaotion. 

All our planes returned s al' ely . Ther e were no in juries 
or casualt i e s . 

The submarine Drum returni~ f r om a war patrol in the 
BIS---ARCKS- SOLOMO•<S area reporte sinki ng an l:l , 600 ton frei~ter 
1·:ith three torpedo hits . 
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COMli.,"CK F(LI UNITED STATES FL EE T 
li&AOQUAMTIIJt.S Of' 'm& COM,.CA~DP.Iit IN CHIKP s ~I" DOPAOTMI!ST, WMIIISGTO.,,b.C. 

~"~] r- 3 p, m, 27 July 1943, 
o'O<;> 

SOQTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

\,1 
A Naval officer has succeeded 1n escaping from the 

Japanese prison camp at DAVAO, MINDANAO, PHI LIPPINE 
ISLANDS. In excellent physical condition, he reported 
for duty 1n BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA, 26 July , 
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UNI T ED ST A TES F L EET 
H'IADOUAAT!U OP TKI CONWAHDll IH CKIU 

,\~ ~\. ~AVY DIPARTWa.h"T, WAI HINOTON, D. C, 

sebAET 
~~ 'Q !!. 1! ! 9 a .m. 27 July , 1943. 

:-OU'PI PACIHC AC"IOt. (Cont ' d . ) 

Early in t; e .... o:rning of 26 July, Avengers ana Dountl e oe 
planes bollbad ant1- eirera1't posi tiona at u.iBVJ...O niLL i n the 
.roNDA area . 

Tbe Avengers aoored seventeen bullA- eye hits ana it is 
recorded two fires were star ted nud Anti - aircraft !>UnO .. ere 
put out of COllllllis tiion , T1.0 0auntl 803 end Avenger pluneo 
each wore bit . Tbe crew or one Aven~er , which ,,as forced 
into tne sea , was rescued . 

Durin~ the ~orning of 26 luly , a foroa t ion of Lib•rators 
covered by Li rbtnings, Corsairs, .or·Aw~s. end Xittyhe ~8 , 
bo::1bed AIHILI , l:tUTh area . !iit a ,,~re • cored in the c<lll!p 
section and ou tne runway , .. h icb -..·tuJ cove>·ed .. 1.tb plW!ea. 

In spi te of the intensity of the attack, s ome thirty 
Zeros were ab l e to t ake off and ott eok atrogg ... ers in our 
return formation in the vicinity or ~OLOB~~~A. One or 
our Corsairs wtlS shot down but t he pilot was abl e to boil 
out ; another one was forced do n on tho .-ater uear till 1Hland . 

One Liberato r, >•t.1ch was unable to participat e in this 
attack, dropped its bombs on the VlLA runway, AOLOJ>A..~<hi<A . 

At midni~ht, 24 July, ei.,.ht Liberator 3 from .IIID •• AY 
bo111bed .. Ah}; I:.L/~.D. Tbi.rty Z.eroa i nte>cepted the;, , Nine 
Zeros were reported des troyed .1. tb l'our probably des troyed 
and five others d maged. In addition to this force, the 
enemy also had in the a i r , ten l'i ~nters and f i ve Multi­
motored planes. The island ' ~ anti-aircraft fire was oeevy 
and accurate . 

It is reported that 90% of our botcba fell on the daais­
nated tergeta ; and that the depth charges dropped in the 
water taxget sectors. One bomb bit et11rted a large explo­
sion on the runway . 

Our loeaea were one plane in action, OLe in land i~ 
and four severel y dll::laged by the ene:ey • • sunfi re . Pe r onnel 
casualties wero ; five officers and a ix enlisted men :cisein~ , 
one eolia ted r.111n killed , t1;o officer& seriously ·~'Ouaded and 
ehrea men 110unded olightly. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H:IADOUAlttU 01' TH* CoNWAJIIOU Urf QUIP s '!i M TV'( OUAOTMINT, ..... , •• TON, • ••• 

1~~1!.!!. .I 9 a .m. 26 July , 194) . 

SOU'!H PACIFIC ACTIO.• (Cont' d , ! 

At 9:00a .m. , July 24, seventy- three Navy Avenger 
t orpedo planes and Dauntless diva bo~ere, escorted by 
forty- eb.ht Novy \'11ldcets, attacked the BAu<OKO area . 
Later on t 1at day , the same type or planes dropped twenty ­
five t ons or bombs on enemy gun positions in the lfl!t<DA area . 

Duri ng the n i ght of J u ly 24-25th, 
destroyers botabnrded .. lUNDA , l\'Et. Ca.uNt.JlA. Shore fire 
oppos1 t i on was silenced . 

At 4:00 a .m. July 25t h , enemy plo.tes bo.cbed OLIA..A 
BAY , hE .. CEilRiliA. ~Ia de:na;;e or casual ties were sustalned. 

During July 25th strong ro~ations o r ~ heavy 
bOlllbere , medium bOlllbers and Navy dive ba1:1bers , supported 
by Army and No.vy fighter s , attacked !.lUNDA, r;r;,, CJ:.'ORiliA. 
One neavy bomber did not return to its base. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.IAOO\IAJlTlU M THI CoWNAJIID&R fH ()UU 

s e;lte -r·~ DVAUU~, WM:H~:~C25 July 

0 

194). 

~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont' d . ) 

On July 24th, ei~hteen Navy Dauntless dive bombers 
and sixteen Navy Avengers, escorted by twenty-t~~ 
fighters, attacked ene~ positions at WUNDA, ~~ G~ORGIA. 
Results were unobserved. One Avenger was shot down by 
anti- ei rcraf't tire but it is believed that t he crew was 
recover ed. 

The submarine TINOSA scored twelve torpedo hits into 
the ene~ tanker TONAN MARU (19,000 tone) . Out of the 
twelve hi ta , i t 1e reported that only one was a good 
explosion. The tanker did not sink. 

NEW oman:;. GROUND OPEil.I.TIO::s 

On July 2)rd, the ground situation remained unchanged. 

Early on July 
forces were landed 
(old deetroyers). 
destroyers and the 
force of cruisers . 

24th, additional supplies for our 
at ENOGAI by high speed transpor ts 
The transports were screened by 
operat ion woe covered by a striking 

In the BAIROKO area , the enomy was r eported di gging 
in on the hiF.h ground elong the northeootern s i de of 
BAI:ROKO HARBOR . 

Information obtained from J apanese prisoners 
i nd icated that tbo ene~ landed reintoro~ents at ~DAY 
INLET from VILA, Js:OLOI.IBAl~ARA I!sl.AND. 
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COMt~K FILl UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUART&U OP THI COWNANDil IW Offlt 

NAvY l)ti'ARTMI.ST, WASJill<OGTON, D. C:. 

s.~F.T 
~ _ !.! 9 a . m. 2,. Jul y , l94J . 

"'~ . SOU1'H PJlCidC AC1'ION ( Cont' d .) 

At 9 :40a . m. Ju~y 24th , e i ghteen Dauntless 
d ive bombers , in support of our troops , at tacked 
enemy gun pos i t i on s nt .JlJNJ)A, I'll:." UJ:.ORvlA. 

At 3 p . m. July 24th , t welve Army oli tohells 
end f i f teen Navy Dauntles~ dive bombers escorted 
by s ixteen \'larbswks , attacked R.<.KA'l'A dAY, ::>AtlTA 
I SABEL I SLAND. A number of fires were started. 
No u.s. l osses we re susta ined . 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITID STATIS FLIIT 
• · noo· w or ta CoeN·- • c-

un c......,. w· 2104 e. c. 

~~~ET 9 a .m. 2J July , 1943 · 

Q~~~ ~ .SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d. ) 

NEVI GEOROIA GROUND SITUATION 

At daylight, July 20th, our troops , operating in 
the NOR~< AREA, began their drive on BAIROKO . It 
was estimat ed that the enemf strength in that area 
consisted of 500 to 600 Japanese armed with automatic 
weapons , heavy mortars end at lana t one battery of 
artillery e2Pleced on the west side of BAIROKO ISLAND. 
The advance was supported by medium bombers , dive 
bombers end torpedo planes which dropped 135 tons of 
bombs end, in addition, repeatedly strafed the area. 

Our troops fought their way to within )00 yards 
of the east bank of BA!ROKO. Bare, they encountered 
heavy machine-gun, mortar end artillery f ire which 
made t hei r posi t l on untenable !l.nd necessitated a with­
drawal to ENOOAI . Aotiva patrolling is cont inuing . 
It is repor ted t hat after the ottaok our troops were 
unfit for further offensive action. 

Casualties am.ong Army personnel were reported as 
relatively light. The casuolties among Uerine personnel 
are considerable. Twenty-tivo percent or the 1st Raider 
Battali on and thirty percent or the 4th Rai der Battalion 
are reported as casualties. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
H&uou...,_ Olr 1111 co.own.. Dr C1CIIr 

un e.~. w.ua~crrc:..o.o. 

s~~ r 9 o.m. 2J July, 1943· 

Q~ \1' SOtl'I'H PACU'IC ACTION (Cont 1 d.) 

At 4 p .m. July 22nd, eighteen Navy Avenger torpedo 
planes, sixteen Navy Dauntless dive bo:nbers end twelve 
Army Li berators , escorted by one hundred twenty fighters , 
at tacked the enemy seaplane tender NISSHIN (9,000 tons ), 
escorted by four destroyers , off CAPE FRIENDSHIP, south­
east coast of BOUGAINVlLLE ISLAND. The NISSHIN was sunk 
and one destroyer was damaged. In addition, five Zeros 
were shot do•m by our fighters . Three of our fighter 
planes are missing. 

At 6: 24p .m. J uly 22nd, eight Army Fortress es end 
ei.ght Army Liberators attacked an enamy cruiser or 
destroyer l eader end two destroyers south of OEMA ISLAND, 
SHORTlJU<D AREA. Results of this attack were unobserved . 
No U. S. l oeses were sustained. 

Four flights of twelve J apanese bombers raided 
FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS at 5:45 a . m. J uly 22nd. Damage 
t o our installati ons, if any , has not been r eported but 
t wo of tbe personnel were killed end six slightly wounded. 
Two of the enamy bombers were shot down. 

During the night of J uly 21s t and t he early morning 
of July 22nd, enemy dive bombers end Zeros at tacked our 
positions at RENDOVA, NE\'1 GEOOOIA, kill i ng one and 
wounding ten . A bomb bit end damaged the LST J4J . 

The euomarine TROUT , returning from patrol of the 
PHILI PPINES, has reported s inking two tankers and three 
coa stal vessels, totaling 17, 247 tons . In addition, one 
freighter of 1 , 400 t ons waa damaged. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
llu.Dou.un. a. na ec:.awro. • C»aar 

un DDAITWDf't, w~o.c. 

S~T 9 a.m. 22 July, 1943. 

r,~- §O!!TH PACI!IC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

During tbe afternoon of July 20th, thirty-six 
Navy dive bombers, in support of ground operations, 
bombed enemy gun emplao~nts northwest of LAUBETI, 
NEW GEORGIA, 

During July 2lat, two hundred and f i fty Navy 

\~ 

dive bombera, Navy Avengers and Army Witohells, 
together with fighters, dropped one hundred and thirty­
three tona ot bombs in the BAIROKO AREA in support of 
our ground operations. I n addition, the area was 
str afed and five tires ware observed as a result ot 
the attacks. A machine-gun position was silenced. 
No U.S. losses were sustained. 

m:w GEOIGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

The enemy is reported to have eutfered heavy 
l osses in hia attack on positions held by the l 69th 
Infantry in the MUNDA AREA duri ng the afternoon and 
night ot July 19th. 
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UNITED STATES FLIIT 
Jt:u.Dou~ c. TD CC~NW.Aa~DD • c-

un DD.urnmrr, w• ,.,.., D. o. 

S~T 9 •• m. 21 July, 1943. 

q,</1 SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Con~' d .) 

A~ 12:30 a.m. July 20th, a Catalina flying boat 
sighted an enemf teak rorce composed or three light 
oruieera, eix destroyers and two transports. The two 
transports with three destroyera lett the enemy 
formation end handed tor VILA, KOLOMBANOARA ISLAND vie 
BLACKETT STRAIT. Three oruiaere and t hree destroyers 
remai ned behind to cover the entrance to VELLA GlJI.F. 

Mitchell bombers, Flying Fortreeaea, Avenger 
torpedo planes and Dauntless dive bo~bera located and 
attacked both enemy groups during morning darkness and 
atter dawn or thet day with the following results: 

SUNlt 
One I:Iiht Cruiser 
Two Destroyers 

DA'AAOED 
Two Destroyers (one probably aunk) 

One Transport 

Two or our Mitchell bombers and t~~ Avenger torpedo 
planes did not return. 

During the early morning or July 20th , eighteen 
Army Liberatore at t acked KIHILI, BUIN AREA and BALLALE 
ISLAND. An exploeion and tour tirea were observed at 
KIHILI. Seven ot the Liberators were engaged by enemy 
night tlgbtera. One enemy tighter wee shot do~n . One 
Liberator did not re turn to ita beee. 

At 2:57a.m. July 20th, three ene~ twin- engined 
bo~bers dropped eight bombs on lUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS. 
No personnel i njuries were sustained. Material damage, 
it any, hae not been r eported. 

The Australian light cruiser HOBART was bit by a 
torpedo trom an enemf submarine at 8 p .m. July 20th, 190 
miles west or ESPIRITU SANTO. The oruieer is making 7 
knota and 1a experiencing difficulty in steering. 
Aeaiatanoe and air coverage ia being provided. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
Ru.Dou..,.. or 1111 ec:.ar..uma • e .... 

s~~f?:T ··--·~.~·, ""· 
0~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

194). 

The seaplane tender CHINCOTEAGUE , d~ed by ene~ 
bOlllbers on July 17th south of VANIKORO ISLAND, i a under 
tow ot the tug SOIIO!JA at five knots 1~0 miles north of 
ESPIRITU SANTO . 

The destroyer JENKINS, escorting the CHINCOTEAGUE, 
was unsuooeestully attacked by three J ap planes on the 
afternoon or JUly 18th. All the at tack i ng enemy pl anes 
were shot down. 

The three ene~ destroyers which were reported 
attacked by our airorett on the night of JUly 17th end 
18th, between VANGA POINT and PATUPAILI on t he west 
coast of KOLOI(BANGARA ISLAND, were ottecked by our 
surface unite , apparently destroyers, end not by aircraft 
as r eported in the morning summary or July 19th. Hits 
were scored on all three destroyers end one vessel is 
beli eved to have sunk. 
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.,._,.,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 

1943 • 

Ku.Dou...,_ or na ~or ca. 

s~FT .. .,--· ·:-::~:0 July , 

.... ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont' d . ) 

At about the same time, two Arey l'lyin& Fortresses 
nttncked IIALLAIJt ISLAND, starting a large tire. One 
Fortress ia miaaing. Later that morning, seven Arey 
Mitchells bombed enemy positions on BALLALE ISLAND 
and started two tires. 

In support or our troops, twenty Avenger t orpedo 
planes end eighteen Dauntless dive bombers attacked 
enemy positions north of t he MUNDA STRIP at 8 : 30a.m. 
July 19th. A tire was started. All our planes returned. 

• (Reporte received confli ct as to 
whether the two destroyers were 
sunk or damaged. Army despatches 
report them as sunk and Navy 
deapatchea stete they were damaged.) 

Nl'll GEORGIA GROUND OPERATI ONS 

On July 16th and 17th, our troops made llmited 
edvanase, enlargening t he bench-head. At ENOGAI , the 
NORTHERN FORCE wee reinforced by the 4TH RAIDER BATTALION 
on the night ot July 17th end 18th. 

During enemy raids on our positions eest ot MUNDA 
on the night ot July 17th, it is eetimated that one 
hundred seventy-nine Japane se were ki lled. We lost eight. 
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ec-~~u UNITED STATES FLEET 
--or-co-orc-s ET ..... - .. -~ .. 

·• 9 a .m. 20 July, 1943. 
()~YC----

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont'd ,) 

At about 4 a.m. Jul y 18th, three or more enemy 
planes approached CANTON ISLAND and harmlessl y dropped 
bombs. No casualties to personnel or damage to 
i nstal lations were sustained. 

At 9:)0 a .m. July 18th, twenty-one Army Liberators , 
seventeen Navy dive bombers end eighteen Navy Avenger 
torpedo planes, escorted by sixty-four Navy Wildcats, 
forty-tour Navy Corsairs, twenty Army Vlerhawks end six 
Army Lightnings bombed the KAHILI airdrome end enemy 
shipping in the vicinity with the following results: 

SUNK 
* Two destroyers 

One oergo vessel 

!lAI,!AGED 
One oergo vessel 

In addition, enemy anti-aircraft positions at KAHILI 
were silenced. 

An unreported number or Zero fighters at tempted to 
interfere with the attack end in the ensuing engagement 
twenty-one Zeros were destroyed. We lost six Wi l dcats, 
three Corsairs and one Avenger. 

Duri ng the early morning of July 19th, nine Army 
Flying Fortresses bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA. Results or 
this atteok were unobserved. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Bunouun. or na ColowmD Df ClaD 

llAY't &:cr.unc:DIT, ·~.D.C. 

9 a.m. 19 July , 194J. ~-~ET 
o~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont ' d .) 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

I n the BAIROKO AREA, it is believed that the enemy 
bas established himsel f on the southwest sides of 
BAIROKO HARBOR and SUNDAY INLET. A number of J apanese 
have been kil led at the trail blook thrown across MONDA 
TRAIL. Due to the disposition of enemy forces, the 
value of this trail block has somewhat decreased. 

Enemy float planes , apparently staging from north 
of VILA RIVER on KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, bombed our troops 
at ENOOAl on the night of July 16th-17th. 

Japanese planes dropped supplies to their troops 
at MONDA during t he night of J uly 15th. The 4Jrd 
Division in the MONDA AREA is attacking prepared enemy 
positions under cover of our machine-gun fire . 
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• 
eo-c.JU UNITED STATES f LEET 

KuDou...,.. or 1D O»N• ... Df CIGIJ S ~ ~T .. , _ __.. ..... ,,. ..... 
~'f 1! I: I 9 a.m. 19 J"uly, 1943· / 

Q~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont • ~.) 

On the night of July 17th-18th, our aircraft 
attacked three enemy destroyers between VANGA PO~'r 
and PA'roP.AILI on the west coaet of KOLOl.!BANJARA ISLMD. 
Hits were obtained on ell three destroyers and one 
vessel is believed to have sunk. Our pllllles returned 
without de.mase. 

Two ot our Catalina flying boate attacked a amnll 
J"apanese veeael ott PAKOI BAY, northweat coast of VELLA 
LAVELLA at 9 p .m. J"uly 17th. Altholl8h no bOlllb hit s were 
scored, a atrafins at tack s tarted a number of f i res on 
the en~ vessel. 

At 1:45 a.m. luly 18th, our motor torpedo boats 
turned back eix J"apanese destroyers ott the west coaet 
ot KOLOl.!BANDARA ISLAND. A torpedo hit was scored on 
one or the enemy destroyers. 

At 2: )0 p.m. July 18th, LST )42 {tank landing ship), 
proceeding unesoorted, was torpedoed ott the south coast 
of VANGUNU ISLANl), NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Out of Ill! 

estimated total or two hundred ten personnel, one hundred 
ten survivors have been picked up. 

At 2:45 p.m. luly 18th, th.irty- eix Navy Dauntless 
d.i ve b<Xllbera and twenty-six Navy Avengers bombed enemy 
gun positions on the LAWBETI ISLANDS north ot the MlfNDA 
STRIP. Results of the attack were unobserved. No u.s. 
losses were sustained. 

On the night of J"uly 18th, a number or Japanese 
planes dropped eleven bombe on GUADALOANAL. Eight men 
were wounded. 
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SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

l B July, 194) . 

On the morning of 17 J uly , the seaplane tender 
CHINCOTEAGUE , 16 mil es eout b of VANIKORO I SLAND ( 240 mil es 
north of ESPIRITU SANTO) sustained cons i derable damage by 
enemy horizontal bombing attacks . 

Duri ng the night of 16-17 July, 17 Army Liberatore , 
.8 Army Fortresses and 6 Navy Liberators attacked the KIHll.I 
Aird.rome. Numer ous fires were started. Enemy Zero ni ght 
fighter s intercepted three times. One Navy Li ber ator i s 
miss i ng . 

Between 9:20A.M. and 9 : 40A.M. 17 July , )6 Navy 
Dauntless dive bomber s , )5 Navy Avenger torpedo planes and 
7 Liberators , escorted by 114 fighter s attacked enemy ship­
pin~ at KIHILI, Shortland area and sank one light cruiser or 
destroyer leader, two destroyers , one submarine chaser, two 
cargo ve ssel s end one tanker. In additi on , one enemy cargo 
vessel was damaged and beached. 

Enemy a1rcl"aft attempted to intercept the attack and 
in the ensuing engagement, 44 Zeros e.nd 5 float planes were 
shot down. Two Army Lightnings , one Navy Corsair, one Navy 
Dauntl ess dive bomber and one Navy Avengel" are missing . 

At J P.M. 17 July , 18 Navy Dauntless dive bombers bombed 
the BAIROKO area , New Georgia . No . U.S . losses were sustained. 

NIW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS. 

1 On the n.ight of lJ Jul y, one of our regJ.ments broke 
thl"ough to LILlO BEACH ( 2 miles southeast of l.!UNDA ruoway) • 
The tollovdng day additional troops were landed at LILIO . 

Our t roops cont1nued to advance t o the west and south 
and on the night or 14 July , r epelled on enemy counter atteck. 

As of 17 J uly, no further activity has been reported 
except t hat our patrols were near BAIROKO (South11est of Rice 
Anchor age). 
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1943· 

On the night or July lJth, heavy bombers operating 
tram OUADALCANAL bombed enemy posi t ione on KAHILI and 
BAI.LALE, SHORTLAND AREA and BUKA ISLAND. Large tires 
were started on BALLALE and numerous hits were scored on 
the landing strip and in the dispersal area at KAHILI . 

/) Results or the BUKA ISLAND attack wer e unobserved. 
( " 1(" f, '• C J VV An incomplete r eport indicates that apparent ly one 

/ ot our submarines attacked a Japanese task force composed 

~ 1
1 of two ai rcraft carriers, one auxiliary aircraft carrier, 

\ 
(jJ a seaplane tender, two cruisers and a number of destroyers 

• at 7 a.m. J uly 15th 180 miles north of TRUK . Although 
this attack wes r eported as successful, detail s of the 

~A. , r esults are not available. 

During the night of July 16th-17th , a number of enemy 
bombers at t acked GUADALCANAL. Complete details ere not 
available but some personnel casualties and material 
damages were sustained . Three bombs dropped on SAVO 
ISLAND caused no damage. 

At 11 : 54 p.m. July 16th, six Navy Catalinas bombed 
enemy positions on NAURU ISLAND. A large fire end s everal 
small ones were reported. All our planes returned. 
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4 p .m. 16 J uly , 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

At 11 :10 a.m. 15 July , four Army Mitchel l bombers, 
escorted by t welve Navy Corsairs, bombed and sank a 
small enemy oargo vessel ott the west tip of B.AGA ISLAND 
{weet or VELLA LAVELLA). Later , at ll: 25 a .m., another 
small enemy cargo vessel was at tacked by t hese planes 
and l ef t burning on a reef at the north tip of B.AGA 
ISLAND. On their return fli ght, the Mitchells strafed 
enemy poei t i one on VORl POINT ( northwest point ot 
OANONGCA ISLAND) . No u.s . losses were sust ained. 

At 3:20 p .m. 15 J uly, thirt y-six Navy Daunt l ess 
dive bombers and t hirty-six Navy Avenger t orpedo planes 
bombed VILA, KOLOA!BAmARA I SLAND. Fires were st ill 
burning one and one half hours after the at tack. 

At 3:55p .m., eighteen Navy Dauntless di ve bombers 
bombed and st rafed BAIROKO, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. 

At about 4:40 p.m., tour~ Mitchell bombers , 
escort ed by eight Army Lightni ngs and sight Army Vlarhawks, 
strafed and probably sank two enemy barges on the north­
east coast of CANONGOA ISLAND. 
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At 2:)0 p.m. 15 July, twenty-aeven Mitsubi shi 
bombers , escorted b,y about fort y or f i fty Zeros end 
twin-engined fighters, were intercepted over RENDOVA 
by forty- four of our fighters. Fift een enam1 bombers 
and t hirty Zeros were shot down. The number of our 
pl anes l ost has not been reported although t hree of our 
pilots are repor ted missing. 

Durl ng t he night of 15 J uly, eight of our 
destroyers and t wo deatroyer transpor t s, enroute to 
TUl.AGI , were unsuccessful ly bombed by two an8m1 planes. 

These ships were transporti ng HELENA ellrvivors 
r escued from VELLA LAVELLA. Inclllded among these 
passengers are fourteen navel officers, one army officer, 
one hundred sixty enlisted men, sixteen Chinese and one 
Japanese army aviator prisoner . 
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~~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

• 170,6 

Enemy opposition has atittened considerably but 
our progress is satistaotory. On J uly 12th, our forces 
were reported as one mile from LAMBETI BEACH With other 
units proceeding to secure LA~ETI POINT. 
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Q~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

On July 11th, a nUJDber ot our fighter planes 
engaged enemy bombers and f i ghters over NEW GEORGIA. 
In the ensuing engagement, six Zeros, one twin- ongined 
tighter and two bombers were destroyed. We lost six 
tighter planes but four of the pilots have been 
recovered. 

During the 13th of July, Navy dive bomber s and 
Navy torpedo plaoes dropped 32 t ons of bombs on !11UNDA, 
NEW GEORGIA. One large f i re was started as a result 
of these attacks. 

At 9:45a.m. July l Jth, twelve Avenger torpedo 
planes a.nd seventeen Dauntless dive bombers, esoort ed 
by eight Corsairs and seven Lightnings, contacted 
eighteen enemy dive bombers escor t ed by ten Zeros over 
VISU VISU (northwest coast of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND). 
Four enemy fighters were shot down and the enemy bombers 
were forced to jettison t heir bombs. One of our t i ghter 
planes is missing but the pilot is believed to have been 
rescued. 

At 7:05 a.m. J uly 14th, seven Army Mitchells, 
e scorted by eight een Army Warhawks, attacked two large 
enemy barges at BUNDA COVE (south coast ot KOLOMBANGARA 
ISLAND). As a result or this attack, one barge was lett 
burning. One Werhawk was forced down but the pilot was 
later recovered. 

At 10 o' clock on t he same morning, nine Mitchells, 
escor ted by fourteen Warhawks, destroyed a small anomy 
oargo vessel in BEAGLE CHANNEL (west coast of VELLA LA\TELLA) . 
These planes then attacked an.d sank t he second barge at 
BUNDA COVE. No U.S. losses were sustained. 
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SJj8ftET 4 p .m. 14 July , 1943. 

,.._~ .,o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont' d.) 

Lat e 12 July, e total ot seventeen Liberators bombed 
B.AI.LALB, SJ'!ORTLAND AREA. Fires were started which were 
visible from quite e hei ght . 

Simultaneously, two other Liberators bombed VILA, 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. No observati on ot the results wa s 
obteined. 

All our planes ret urned to their bases . 
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SOOTS PACIFIC AC'l'ION (Con~'d.) 

On 10 July, one or our Coranire des troyed a twin­
ena1Ded en~ tighter plane in the vicinity ot KULA GULF. 

On two oooaaione during 10 July, our tighter 
umbrella over RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP intaroepted 
large ene~ tormatione ooming in tor an attaok. As a 
reoult ot tbes e engagements one enemy bomber and two 
Zeros were downed. l'hree or our Corsai rs ere missing and 
three tighter plane& were l ost but or the latter only one 
pUot 1a llliaeing. 

On the night or 11 luly, a formation ot nine eaoh 
Flying Fortresses and Liberatore bombed KIHILI , BUIN AREA. 
The reeulte or their bombing on tbe air field and dieperael 
aaotora wee unobserved. All our pl anes returned. 

En~ air torose bit GUADALCANAL, bombs telling near 
KOLI POINT twice during the night or 11-12 .Tuly. 

In the capture ot ENOOAI INLIT, NEW GEOIDIA ISLAND 
and ita eurroundi.ng area we onptured tour heavy enell\Y 
artillery guns. So tar, in our forward pueh in that 
aeotion, over 150 lape have been killed and a great number 
ot the enelll)' wounded. 
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A 170~6 

The torpedo hits in~lioted on the HONOLULU, ST. 
LOUIS and GWIN were received while they were chasing, 
under the supposition, damaged shi ps of the first enemy 
group. As it turned out, these ships had not appeared 
before. 

The destroyer BUCHANAN and WOODWORTH are apparently 
damaged as 8 result or 8 oollie1on. The former has a 
damaged bow with one compartment flooded ; the letter's 
port propeller is damaged and two compartments are 
f looded. Both ships a.re able to make 20 knots. 

Our forces are retiring to TULAGI for further 
examinat ion of the damages received. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

During the night or 12-lJ 1uly , one or our teak 
rorces cozpoeed or the light cruisers HONOLULU, ST. LOUIS, 
and H.W.N.Z.s. LEANDER ( a light cruiser), plus u . s . 
destroyers, commanded by Rear Admiral Welden L. Ainsworth, 
u.s. Navy, was sesigned to cover the reaoue operation or 
aome or the u . s . s . HELENA's survivors who bad reached 
the shores ot VELLA LAVELLA I SLANl>, NEW GEORGIA GROUP 
after their ship had sunk in the engasement on 6 July. 

Sometime during the night or 12-lJ 1uly, this toroe 
engaged the enemy 20 ciles north of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND 
in NEW GEORGIA SOUND. Apparently, the enemy forces were 
in two groups with one crui ser and five destroyers in the 
first secti on and four shi ps in the second group. 

AD engagement followed with the two groupe in 
succession. or the en~ shipa in the first g roup, reports 
s tate , a cruiser and three destroyers were definitely sunk. 
It is also believed that two other destroyers were sunk but 
until more definite details are ascertainable they oan 
only be listed, at this time, as probably su.nk. 

In the attack on the f i r st enemy group, one of their 
torPedoes hit H. M.N. z.s. LEANDER amidsbipa. Later report& 
indicate that abe was unable to make more than ten knots 
end with her eaoort i s lagging behind the formation . 

From the aeoond enemy group, the HONOLULU, ST. L~UIS 
and destroyer OWIH were each struck by one torPedo. The 
HONOLULU end ST.LOUIS were hit rorward 1o the vicinities 
of trame t en and eleven but are s eaworthy and making 21 
knots. The OWIN eutrered serious damage in her attar section 
end went out or commission. Although ehe was heavy in the 
water, an attem.Pt wae made to tow her. Along about 10 
o ' olook in the evening, ehe was abandoned in e. sinking 
condition and destroyed by guntire from the u.s.s. RALPH 
TALBOT. All her personnel wer e transferred to the destroyers 
RALPH TALBOT and WAIJJ!Y . 
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Catalina flying boats, on the night of Jul y 9th-10th, 
tracked two en~ light cruisers and five destroyers 
standing down towards the CENTRAL SOLOMONS. There were 
indications that some ot these vessels may have landed 
supplies or troops at VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND while a 
scree.ning force covered the entrance to KULA GULF. Our 
forces were not in t h e area in order to i ntercept the 
enemy. 

At 8:30 p .m. Jul y 9th, one hundred and ten torpedo 
planes and dive bombers, covered by f ighters, bombed MUNDA, 
NEW GEOJlGIA. During the same night, eighteen Dauntless 
dive bombers attacked ENOOAI and B.AIROKO, NEW GEORGIA i n 
support ot our troops. 

On J uly lOth, t he tighter strip at SEGI POINT, NEW 
GEORGIA was ready and f ighters were s cheduled to operate 
from this strip on that day . 

On the night of J uly llth-12th, a t ask toroe composed 
ot light cruisers and destroyers bombarded enemy positions 
on MUNDA, NEW GDlRGIA. Enemy planes which dropped flares 
in the vicinity or our ships were driven ott by gunfire . 

At 9:55a.m. July 12th, forty-nine Navy Avengers and 
t hirty-seven Dauntless diva bombers, escorted by strong 
formations of fighters, bombed enemy anti-aircrat't posi tions 
and bivouac areas on MONDA, NEW GEOJlGIA. No U. S. losses 
were sustained. 

Our troops, operating from RICE ANCHORAGE, NEW GEORGIA, 
have captured ENOOAI INLET, NEW GEORGIA and its environs. 
I t is believed that this was t he principal Japanese pos i tion 
in this area. A road block has been establ ished across the 
MUNDA TRAIL at the intersection of the RICE ANCHORAGE, ENOOAI 
and BAIROKO TRAILS . 
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fo<;) 11 SOUTH PACH 'IC ACTIO~ ( Cont ' d. l 

Operations against ,.roNDA ar e progressing according to 
plan. Fnemy posi t i ons on MUNuA were under Naval bombardment 
on July 9t h . 

During t he morni.ng of J uly lOth bet 11een 7 :10 p .m. end 
10 : 00 p . m. , sixteen Liberators bombed KAJULI , BUIN Area. 
A number of fires and one explosi on were observed. Three 
enemY night fighters were encountered using search lights , 
and although o number of shots were exchanged , our planes 
suffered no damage. One Liberator i s missing, but is be­
lieved to be a navigational loss. 

On the same night, s Navy Catalina bombed VILA, 
KOLOJ.!llA.NGARA. Results were unobserved . 

The submarine PETO scored two torpedo hits and prob­
ably sank a Japanese t anker bound for RABAUL , NEI. BRn 'ADI . 

At 10:)5 a .m. , July 11th, thi rty-five Navy Avengers 
and thirty- four Navy Dauntl ess dive bombers attacked enemy 
a.nti- a1rcraft inat elletions end the 111 vouac area i n l.!liNDA, 
NEVI GEO!CIA. Results were unobs erved. No U. S. losses were 
sustained. 
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o~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont.'d.) 

The submarine GRAYLING, returni ng from patrol of 
t.he SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports as follows: 

7 June - Sank a 5,500 t.on enemy oargo 
vessel 1)5 miles northwest or SARAWAK, BORNEO. 

17 June - Sank by gunf ire a 40 ton 
schooner 125 miles northeast or SINGAPORE. 

22 June - Damaged and probably sank an 
8,700 ton tanker 160 miles north of 
SINGAPORE. 

25 June - Sank by gunfire a 75 ton junk 
)45 miles northwest of SARAWAK, BORNEO. 

The submarine GREENLING , returning from patrol or 
the waters in the vicinity of NEVI IRELAND, reports as 
follows : 

8 June - Scored three torpedo hits int.o 
a 10,000 t.on tanker 220 mile s north of t.he 
Ani.IRALTY ISLANDS. 

10 luna - Attacked en escorted convoy north 
ot MIJSSAU ISLAND and scored one torpedo hit 
in each or two 5,400 t.on freighters. One or 
these vessels may have sunk. 

27 1une - Fired tour torpedoes at an 
auxiliary aircraft. carrier and heard two 
explosions. The target, however , did not. 
elow down. 
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o'~>~..,. SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont• d.) 

At 9 : 55p.m. 9 July, a Navy Catalina unsuccessfully 
attacked an enemy formation or tour light cruisers and 
tour deetro,yers ott the northwest coast or CHOISEUL 
ISLAND. This force was again uneuccesefully att acked by 
another Ns'vy Catalina at 1:40 a . m. 10 July orr the east 
coast of KOLOMBAmARA ISLAND, KULA GULF. 

Later, between 2: 45a.m. and ):55 a . m. 10 July, 
tour Navy Liberat ore attacked this enemy formation and 
claimed scori ng two bite. However, no firee from these 
bits were observed and it appears questionable whet her 
any ~ts were scored. 

A f i rth Liberator, unable to at tack in conjunction 
with the other bombers, bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND 
instead. 

In the foregoi ng attacke, no U.S. losses were 
sustained. 

At 5:15 a.m. 10 July, five Army Mitchell bombers 
strafed and bombed an enemy destroyer beached on the 
southeast coast of KOLOMBANGARA I SLAND. Three other 
Mit chells or this format i on strafed BURl , GANONGGA ISLAND. 
All ot t hese planes returned to their base. 

At 9:25a. m. 10 July, f orty-ei ght Navy Avengers and 
t hirty-eight Dauntless dive bombers at tacked MONDA, NEW 
GEORGIA. Results ot this atteok are unreported. No u.s . 
planes were l ost. 
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At 8 a,a, 8 July, a1xteen Navy Avengers, twelve 
Dauntlees dive boaber~ 1_!nd sixteen Coraaire attacked 
VILA, J(QLQIIBAIIGARA ISLAIID. Results ot this attack were 
unobaerved, 

!he three aotor torpedo boat a, reported as grounded 
(in the aorn1ng awaur:y ot 7 July) one- halt aile south 
ot XUJDU ISLAND (southeast ot KUNDA BAR) and as aubsequent­
ly destroyed by enemy artillery tire, ar e apparently sal­
va&eable. One boat baa reached RENDOVA and the other two 
will be salva&ed and repai~ed , 

At 2145 p.a. 9 July 1 about torty or titty Zeros 
were intercept ed b:y our tight er• over RBNDOVA IS.I..J.Bil, Four 
Zeros were ahot down. One ot our tighter planes is a1as1ng. 

- 434 -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
UNITED STATES FLEE T 

KV.I>OuAJJDS OJ' 1'D CoWlUJIZlll 0t Qau 

~~ 

Sji1f.J!f.ET , .... , ,.,.. ""· 
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At 8:05 p.m. 8 July, tbree Army Liberators bombed 
KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA witb unobserved results. At about 
tbe same time, tour Army Liberators bombed BUIN and 
POPORANO ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. AlJ. planes returned 
to their base. 

During tbe morning· of 9 J uly, from 5 a.m. to 
6 a.m., an unreported number or our destroyers bombarded 
WNDA, NEW GEOIGIA. 
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9 a .m. 8 •uly, 1943. 

The submarine THRESHER, returning trom patrol of 
the CELEBES, r eports as follows: 

JO .Tune - Otf BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO, damaged 
one 8,000 ton f r eighter. 

1 .Tuly - Damaged the destroyer HOKAZE 
a.n d later t hat night sank t wo 10,000 ton 
tankers in the viainity of MANGKALIHAT . 

5 .Tuly - Damaged a large tanker 1n 
LIAKASSAR STRAIT. 

Total tonnage sunk - 20 , 000. Approximate 
t onnage damaged - 19,500. 

- 4JJ -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
COWJSCH FU..I UNITED STATES FLEET 

SOOTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.) 

In amplification or the report regarding the KULA 
GULF engagement or 6 July, contained in yesterday's 
summary, the following inf ormation has been received: 

In the first two phases of this battle 
a minimum or eight enemy ships, on their way 
out or KULA GULF, were destroyed by our 
surface forces. The third, or destroyer phase, 
accounted tor two additional ships and 
damaged anot her. 

The damage, therefore, inflicted upon 
the enemy is as follows: 

SUNK 
Minimum of ten 

At 8 a.m. 8 Ju1Y, sixteen Navy 
Dauntleaa· dive bombere, escorted by 
attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA I SLAND. 
attack were unobserved. 

DAMAGED 
One 

Avengers end twel ve 
sixteen Navy Corsairs, 
Results or t his 

In the early afternoon engagement or 7 July between 
Navy Corsairs and 1'ifty-Bix Zeros escorting Mitsub1sh1 
bombers, the add i tional destruct i on of two bombers and 
one Zero has been reported. The total ena~ bombers shot 
down in this engagement was fifteen in addition to ten 
Zeros . 

THE GENERAL SITUATION 

Our troops are in contact wi th the enemy i n t he 
vicinity or BARIKE RIVER, sout hern NEW GEORGIA. 

About t wenty Japanese landed at BOGIRI ISLAND, north­
east or RENDOVA ISLAND but were driven off by one of our 
patrols. 

- I.J2-

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
COWJNCU FILl UNITED STATES FLEET 

HtAOOUARTelt.S OF TUB COMMASDBR I~ CUllY s ~ T NAVY o•>ARTM•>"T. WA$1u":TO~.o.c. 

~L!! 4 p.m. 7 July, 

o~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

1943. 

I 
At 9:50 a.m. 6 July, eighteen Navy Avengers and 

seventeen Dauntless dive bombers attacked ENOGAI on the 
western coast or NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. 

During the same morning, eleven Navy Dauntless dive 
bombers and ten Avengers, escorted by fourteen Navy 
Wildcats, bombed a Japanese destroyer stranded on the 
southeast coast or KOLOWBANGARA ISLAND. Four 500-pound 
bomb hits were scored causing explosions and tires. 
Out or seven enemf Zeros at t empting to intercept this 
attack, the Wildcat escort shot down rour. 

At 1:45 p.m. 7 July, an unknown number or Mitsubishi 
bombers escorted by t i tty- oix Zeros were attacked over 
RENDOVA ISLAND by Navy Corsa irs. Nine enemf Zeros and 
three bombers were shot down. One or our fighter planes 
is miss i ng. 

A delayed report received informs that eighteen 
enemf twin-engine bombers unsuooesstul ly attacked our 
shipping in RENDOVA during the early afternoon of 5 July. 
Nine of these enemf bombers were shot down without loss 
to ourselves. 

lid,(& ~ ~I .{ ff ~H M 

&f't &tt'G ~t£ 
/lt.eLJ &tit'lN/. h ft.. l'rf.J'-!1-tcf. , 

duitj 
(JH1'/,I> t<J'VJ 

1 W.ttl~ 4~. t, frl'l ~ ltr ' I 1 (1. ~[ft . 
Nj{uJ abou f J:f (a~YtJ-. 
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HIA.DQUAWTUS OJ' THE C0).1MANDER IN CUII!P 

NAVY D!PAJtTM£.~T. WAS:HISGTON, D.C. 

sgtfH T 9 e .• m. 7 Jul y, 1943 . 

Q~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd . ) 

Arter sweeping the area with radar and 
finding no evidence of other enemy shipe, 
our task force commenced retirement at ) :06 
a.m. l eaving t he destroyers NICHOLAS and 
RADFORD to rescue t he HELENA sur vivors . 

At 4:08 a .m., t he destroyer RADFORD 
detected t wo enemy ships close inshore 
att empting t o leave the GULF. At 5:20a.m., 
another enemy ship was detected leaving the 
GULF and was engaged by the destroyers 
NICHOLAS and RADFORD. 

The cruisers, arter reversing course 
in order to ass 1st the RADFORD and NICHOLAS, 
were unabl e to reaoh the area in time and 
continued to retire at 4: )0 a.m. 

The results of t .he last engagement were 
reported in yesterday's summery wherein i t 
was stated that the NICHOLAS and RADFORD 
pr obably sank wi t h t orpedoes a l ight cruiser 
ot the SENDAI olass, an enemy dest r oyer, and 
damaged another destroyer by gunfire. 

I t is believed that as a result or all 
t hese engagements tb.e foll owing l osses were 
inrlicted upon the enemy: 

SUNK OR CRI PPLED 
R!nLium of seven 

ships (unclass~ 
itied). 

One Destroyer 

PROBABLY SUNK 
One Light 
Cruiser 
(SENllAI class) 

DAMAGED 
One Destroyer 

(*) A later report indicates that the enemy 
t orce was at tempting to slip into KULA GULF. 
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R8ADQUAJtnlt$ OY THe: COM).f.At-'DBR ll'o' CIU!P s E..GQllfE T VY DRPAJtTM!NT, WMHJNGTO,,, • • c. 

J'-~-4t'r! !. 9 a . m. 7 July. 1943· 

Q~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

The following det ails have been received in 
connection w1 th the night surface engagement which was 
fought i n two phases in KULA GULF, NJ:.'W GEORGIA , on the 
morning ot 6 JUly : · 

One of our task forces, composed of the 
light cruisers HONOLULU, ST. LOUIS, HELENA and 
tour destroyers, commanded by Rear Admiral 
Walden L. Ainsworth , U.S. Navy, was assigned 
to cover tho entrance to KULA GULF, NEt/ GEORGIA, 
during the morni ng or 6 July. 

* At 1 :40 a .m., the enemy was detected 
standing out ot the GULF in two groups . The 
first group ot about four or five destroyers 
was surprised by t he t ire or the entire 
broadside batteries at a range or 8,000 yards . 
It is reported that within five or six minutes 
this enemy group was either dest royed or left 
burning, 

Although stat ements conflict regarding 
the loss or the light cruiser HELENA, it is 
believed that she was hit by enemy gunfire and 
by more than one torpedo at tbe termination of 
the first phase or the battle. 

The second enemy group was about 15,000 
yards away when our force changed course to 
close the range and opened f ire commencing the 
second phase ot the battle which lasted about 
f ifteen minutes. 

All enemy ships of the second group were 
either sunk or burning except for one ship which 
was believed to have beached herself near \'lAUGH 
ROCK, northeast ooast Of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. 
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HtADOUAkT&RS OF TUB COl.IMA.t-'DU fN ClciEt 

NAVV OXPAJt"''MtNT, WAS:HI:\GTON. D. C. 

~3~ET 
0~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

9 a . m. 7 July , 1943. 

On the afternoon ot 6 J uly, three Armf Mitchell 
bombers bombed e beached enemy destroyer i n BAMBARI 
HARBOR (southeast coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND) . Three 
hits were scored and a number or fires and erplosions 
observed. No o.s . losses were sustained. 

At 6:27 p .m. 6 July, fifteen Armf Liberators bombed 
KIHILI, BUIN AREA and started fir es. 

At 7:05p.m. 6 July , nine Army Fortresses bombed 
BALLALB and started large t ires. At about the same time, 
seven Army Liberators bombed BUKA I SLAND and start ed a 
numbe r of fires. All planes returned from both missions. 

Three or our motor torpedo boats operating west or 
RENDOVA grounded one belt mile south of KONDO ISLAND 
(southeast or MONDA BAR) and were subssquent l y destroyed 
by J apanese batteries from MUNDA. 
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H!ADOUAR'T!:RS OP THe COMMANOBil llf CHill' 

NAvy OEPARTM!NT. WAS:HI.NOTON, 0 , C. 

~~~ET 4 P·•· 6 July, 
.II • i!l"lll 'l I 

<;>'~>~ 
SQQTH PACIFIC ACTIO! (Cgnt'd. ) 

1943 • 

On 4 July ten A~ Fly1D& Fortretse• bombed the 
BAIR~O Harbor lrea (west coa1t or WBW GEORGIA) . 

r 
lty 

At 1110 p.m. 5 JU!li_•ixteen Ar.J Warhlwka intercept ed 
forty ena1111 Zer os Oftr HPDOVA ISLAifD. Two Zeros were des­
t r oyed. We lost one Warhlwk, but the pilot was recovered. 

On the morniD& ot 6 July, a Ravy Liberator was at­
tacked by r1 n Zeros northeaat or ltOLCIIBABGARA ISLAJID, !fEW 
GEORGIA Group. Two Zer os ware ahot down and one probably 
destr oyed. The Liberator, although damaged, returned to its 
bal&. 

At 2•2? p. m. 6 July, three Any llitchelh bombed 
BAKBARI Harbor (southeast oo&lt ot ltOLOKBANG!RA ISLAND). 
Hit1 were •cored and a number or fires, accompanied by vio­
lent explosions, were observed. 
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194). 

Brier report• indicate that one or our talk rorcea, com­
poaed or light cruiaera and deatroyera, engaged enemy aurrace 

/ W11t1 in XOLA GIJLll', IIBir GEORGU, during the early 110rning or 
6 JUly. Sutricient detail1 are not on hand to aaseaa the 
daaage to the enemy or to our rorcea. 

Apparently the Light Cruiaer IIBLENA took part i .n the 
engagement and La reported aunki pr obably by torpadoea. It 
1a turther reported that poaaib y all or the aavan enemy ahipa 
were destroyed except tor one or two badly damaged. 

The Destroyer• •xcHOL.lS and RADFORD engaged enemy torcea 
OD the early aorn1Dg or 6 July while raacu1Dg aurvivors or 
the Light Cruiser IIBLENA and probably a&Dk, with torpedoes, 
a light cruiser or the SENDAI Claas. They &lao a&Dk an enemy 
de1troyer and daaaged another by gunfire. ----

Additional details have been received in connection with 
the aink1ng or the Deatroyer STRONG. 

The STRa.G was torpedoed and aunk on the night ot 4- 5 
July while engaged in boa barding RlCB ANCHORAGE on XOLA GULF, 
liD GEORGIA, in npport or the landing operation. 

Two hundred and forty-eight aen and seven otricers were 
reacued by the Destroyer CHEVALIER out or a total or three 
hundred and aix aen and nineteen orricara. 

At 8130 p.a. 5 .Ta.ly, nine .lrJq Liberators, out on a 
atrika against en•111 •hipping in the Ticinity ot lt.U!ILI 1 SBORTLAIID .ll!B.l, were unable to locate any targets. On thai.r 
return they boabed auun ISLAIID and atarted t1ve Urea. 
About twelve ene111 Zeroa attaapted to intercept, but were 
driven ott. ODe Liberator was daaaged, but all planes suc­
ceeded 1n returninC to their bale. 
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UIAUQVAR'tl:lll Of' nta O)MMAM1ttlt IH CH!tt' 
XAVY OlrAaT'Jroi&PtT, WAliiiNCTCI'II, O. C. 

S~T 4 p .... s July, 

., .. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Con£' d.) 

194) • 

It ia expected that the SEGI tishter t1eld will be 
in operation by 10 July. 

At VIRU HARBOR patrolling activity against isolated 
Japanese continues. Other than t hirteen men killed, 
fifteen wounded and tive missing ot the 4th Marine Raider 
Battalion, there were no casualtiee at VIRU HARBOR. 

BANUTA POINT (an enetJ!Y observation point) , on the 
west ooaat of RENDOVA ISLAND, waa seized atter t he l apaneaa 
had wi thdraWD. 

One ot our patrols in the Ticin!ty ot OG!LI ( east 
coast ot RENDOVA ISLAND) killed tour Japanese and chased 
ten into the bush. 

The submarine GURNARD, patrolling in the vicinity or 
the PALAU ISLANDS , reports scoring three torpedo bite on 
an enemy auxiliary aircraft carrier which was last seen 
belching heavy yellow smoke and listed over 25 degrees . 
I n addition, one destroyer and 28,000 tons ot enemy shipping 
were either aunk or damaged. 
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H!ADQUAJtTUS OY THE C0).1MAN'DER IS CHIIU' 

NAVV DUAkTMBr'o'T, WASJIJNGTO~. 0 . C. 

s~~T 
~~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont• d.) 

9 a.m. S 1uly, l94J . 

It is reported that on J July VURA VILLAGE on 
VAGUNU ISLAND in the WICKHAM ANCHORAGE AREA was captured. 
About JOO 1apanese have been killed and the remainder 
retired. Our l osses in this engagement er e reported as 
comparatively low. 

During the night of 4-5 1uly, a task force of surface 
units shelled VILA, KOX.OMBANGARA ISLAND and BAIROKO in 
KULA GULF, NEW GEOID !A ISLAND. Fires were observed by 
four Catalina flying boats who spot ted for the task force. 

At 9 :15 a .m. S 1uly, si.x A:nrq Hudson bombers bombed 
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEl. ISLAND. 

Regraded Unclassified
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SOUTH PAO!liO ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On 4 July, 1n the early aft ernoon, our ple~es over 
RENDOVA I SLAND, NEVI GEORGIA Group, oaugllt and attacked e.n 
enemy torme.tion or 18 bombers and 20 Zeros. The ene~ 
lost 5 bombers and 4 Zeros. We had no l oss. 

During the night of 4-5 July, about 1200 of our troops 
landed at RICE ANCHORAGE, on K0L.A GULF, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. 
Apparent ly , some opposition was encountered tor reports or 
gunfire were llea.rd up to 2:)0 A.M. on 5 July , 

The same despatch indicates that the Dest royer •STRONG" 
was sunk but does not state that it occurred during thi s 
landi ng oper ation. One hundred of her crew are still miss­
ing, While effect ing e. rescue , the Destroyer "CHEVALIER" 
suffered materiel casualties rrom the explosion or depth 
charges - presumably t hose of' the "STRONG". However , the 
"CHEVALIER" was able to resume formation at 25 knots . 

GRNERAL SITUATION 

The NEW GEORGIA operation is proceeding accor ding to 
ple.n. 

The principal ditficul ty in th i s operation, and which 
was foreseen f rom the incepti on of the pl an , i s the mai nte­
ne.nce of a righter umbrella over the NE'II GEORGIA Area, in 
sufficient strength to protect our force against Jepanese 
Air. To date , the Japanese Ai r has succeeded only once i n 
getting through wit hout interception. 
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HRAOQUARTIItS OP TH! C03.tMAI\DtR IN CJUW 

~ ~ NAVV DIJ'Aifn.CJIJ•T, WASJllNCTON, D. C. 

~~ET 9 a .m. 4 J uly , 1943· 

,.~o SOUTH PACIDC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On 28 June, at dawn , Liberators bombed NAURU Island, 
SOUTH PAC!l~C AREA. Fourteen defending Zero fighters were 
in the air but only one group of tour appeared willing to 
pr ess home en ettaok. Two Zeros were damaged. Our planes 
returned. Results ot the bombi.ng on the I sland ' s defensive 
positions end stores section ware unobserved. 

On 1 July, the Destroyer RADFORD, in the vi cinity of 
RENDOVA ISLAND caught a large size enemy submarine surfaced 
end sank it w1 t h gunfire. The sub was bit by innumerable 
salvos, the first three of which went through the conning 
tower . As the sub sank, she was subjected t o several depth 
charge attacks. A few minutes lat er, a large quantity of oil 
end debris came to the surface. 

On 2 J uly , an unintercepted enemy air at tack on RENDOVA 
ISLAND, NEVI GEOilGIA Group , resulted in the foll owing pers onnel 
casual t ies: 

JO killed 
200 wounded. 

On 2 July, an infantry end battery company l anded at 
ZANANA BEACH, just east of the MONDA Area in the NEW GEOilGIA 
Group . 

On J J uly, at dawn , Lightnings covered by Mitchells sought, 
~dthout success, the enemy light force which att empted to shell 
RENDOVA I SLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group during the night 2-3 J uly . 
The planes, however, went over to MONDA , NEW GEOilGIA Croup and 
deposited their bombs on the anti-airoratt pos i tions there. 

On 3 July, a tiel d artillery and an ant i-tank unit landed 
on DOME ISLAND, near SASAVELLE I SLAND in the ROVIANA LAGOON 
near MONDA, NEW GEORGIA Croup. 

The submarine ftSILVER SIDES• returning from a wer patrol 
in the Southwest Pacir1o reports as follows : 

11 J une - Sank 10,000 ton passenger freighter wi th three 
torpedo hits. 
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~Jv! _ ! 1 4 p.m. 3 July, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

On 2 July , in the early evening, just east or RENDOVA 
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP , seven of our Corsair fighters 
intercepted and engaged one formation ot 30 Zeros and 
immediately following, tackled another formation of 20 Zeros. 
Six Zeros were destroyed; of the 3 Corsairs lost, one of 
their pilots was saved. 

On 3 July , shortly before 3 P.M. 10 Lightnings 
over RENDOVA ISLAND, ~W GEORGIA GROUP, a formation 
50 Zeros. Five of the enemy planes were destroyed. 
three planes. 

attacked 
ot about 

We lost 

On 3 July, in the atternoon, Avenger and Dauntless 
planes dropped personnel bombs in the camp eeotor at MONDA, 
NEw OEOOOIA GROUP. In spl te of heavy AA fire from LA'4BE~'I 
PLANTATION our planes were not damaged. 
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q ! 1 9 a .m. 3 July, 1943. 

~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cant' d. ) 

An intercept despatch indicates that the Jap air 
attack on our forces and position at RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA CROUP , on l July, cast them 22 pl anes . Five 
pilots of the 8 planes we l os t have been recovered. No 
damage occurred ashore. 

On 2 J uly, Mitchell Medi um Bombers escorted by Corsair 
fighters bombed and st rafed a camouflaged enemy freighter 
in BAIROKO Anchorage, KULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA CROUP. She 
caught t ire and sank. 

On 2 July , our DD' s bombed for 15 minutes enemy defen­
s ive positions in the 'IIICKRAM Anchorage Area, NE\'1 GEORGI A. 

On 2 J uly, in the afternoon, 18 Jap Bombers escorted 
by Zeros bombed our positions on RENDOVA I SLAND. Damage 
appears to have been contined to some loss in our Diesel 
and stores area. Personnel l osses, i f any, have nat been 
reported. 

Other than the above a ctions , t he s ituat i on at RENDOVA 
is quiet and rainy. 

On the night of 3 July, at 0245, a.n enemy force con­
sisting of 3 light Cruisers and 4 Oestroyers appeared off 
RENARD COVE, RENDOVA I SLAND, NEW GEORGIA CROUP and opened 
fire in t he direction of our positions t here . The enemy 
expended e t otal of 100 rounds of ammunition. Two at our 
surface craft on stati on replied to this bombardment and 
t he enemy retired in twenty minutes . 
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.. ~ SOUTH PACil'IO ACTION (Cont' d . ) 

194) • 

The submarine OROVILE!l, return1tl8 f rom patrol in 
the BISMARCXS- SOLOWONS AREA, reporta es follows : 

19 June - Damaged 7,400 ton freighter with 
two torpedo hit a. 

19 Ju.ne Sank 4, 500 ton freighter with 
two torpedo hits. 

/ 

A lete despatch indicates thet in the ene~ torpedo 
plane attack on the U. S . S . McCAWLEY , two otf1oera and 

fourteen enlisted men were killed and fourte en enl1eted 
men were wounded. 
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H! AOQVART&RS OP 1"H6 CoMMfll'fOEW IN Ctua:P 

'f<lAVY DIPAiitT'J•t'f!NT, W,UntN"G'tOS, 0 . C. Sn«ET 
Q~ ..)' SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Oont ' d.) 

9 a .m. 2 July, 1943· 

I 
Leta r eports on t he Jep a i r attack on our forces 

during the l anding at RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP 
30 June indi cate that their numbers were substantiall y 
larger than the total or one hundred and ten pl anes 
ini tially report ed. 

I t i s now stated that our s urface and air forces 
destroyed one hundred and one planes and that seven 
pil ots ot the seventeen u.s. pl anes, previ ously reported 
ss missing, have been recovered. 
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~ _ _ _ 4 p .m. July, 194). 

~~· SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont•d.) 

On l July, early in the afternoon, Dauntless dive 
bombers bombed defensive positions at LAMBETI PLANTATION, 
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Fires were started by this 
attaok. 

During the same atternoon , a formation of Avenger 
torpedo planes end Dauntless di ve bombers bombed defensive 
positions, the stores and oemp sections at VILA, 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. 

Later reports on our joint landing at RENDOVA ISLAND 
indioates that in less t han two hours our 105 Howitzer 
guns were in position and tiring on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. 
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n.~ 9 a .m. 1 July, 1943. 

~~ .SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Duri ng the night or 29- 30 June, Avenger and Dauntless 
planes bombed the a irf i eld , the stores and oamp area at 
VILA, KOLOMBA.NGARA I SLAND. Six Dauntless pl anes !'ailed to 
return but it is report ed that the crew of one plane l anded 
safely on en island. 

On 30 Ju.ne, Mitchell, Dauntless and Avenger planes 
bombed t he defensive positions and the camp area at MONDA, 
NEW GEORGIA GROUP. The bombing started e l arge fire. One 
of our Avenger pl anes is missing. 

On 30 June, commencing in the early forenoon and 
continuing until late afternoon , an est imated total or one 
hundred and ten enemy pl anes , comprising Zeros, Mitsubishi 
(medium bombers), Ai chi (dive bombers) and various other 
types, attacked at intervals our naval forces during t he 
land ing at RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. 

Our surface and air forces destroyed sixty-five of the 
enemy planes according to an incomplete report . Seventeen 
ot our pl anes are reported miss i ng . 

On 1 July , VIRU HARBOR, on NEW GEORGIA ISLAND, was 
taken by our combined forces . An incomplete r eport indica tes 
that our casualti es are small . 
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June, 1943. 

SOUTR PACIFIC ACTION (Oont'd,) 

On 29 June , a small naval unit made a successful 
bombardment ot VILA, KOLOMBAmARA ISLAND. 

on JO June, our naval toroee, under extremely bad 
weather conditions, bombarded euooesstully enemy positions 
in the SHORTLAND AREA. During the bombardment, 1n whioh a 
small enemy vessel was probably sunk, our aurtace roroee 
laid a minefield undetected. 

Late reports on the landing on RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW 
GEORGIA GROuP indicate t hat it oommenoed at 0656 on 30 June 
and was tinishsd at 1450. All troops and supplies, with 
exception ot 50 tons ot the latter, wer e landed . The 
initial landing toroes killed thirty-five Jape. The 
balanoa ot forty are being ferreted out. 

The submarine TAMBOR, returning trom 8 pat rol in the 
vioini ty or JU.COLESFIELD BANK and TONKI.N GULF, repor ts 88 
follows: 

29 llay Sank a 4,400 ton rreiehter w1 tl) t hree 
torpedo hits. 

2 Ju.ne Sank a 6,500 ton rreiehter with one 
torpedo hit. 

7 June - Sank a 6,000 ton treig hter with one 
torpedo hit. 
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9 a.m. JO June, 194) . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont•d.) 

Early on the morning or JO June, our combined forces 
landed on RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Information 
has not been received as yet to permit a complete report 
but it is stated that the troop and supply landings were 
completed. The enemy suttered casualties in his initial 
resistance. Our forces are now pursuing what remains of 
the enemy. 

During the landing operations, the task group 
employed was attacked by twenty-four enemy torpedo planes . 
It is reported that a great number of enemy planes were 
shot down. 

During this attack, the u. s.s. l.!cCAVILEY was hit in 
the engine room by a torpedo, disabled, and taken i n tow. 
Later , she received two torpedo hits t rom an enemy 
submarine and sank. There were no casualties a s t he ship 
to all intents had been practically abandoned because or 
her water-logged condition. 

On JO June, the destroyer GWIN, participat ing in a 
nav&l bombardment or L!llNDA, lllr.V GEO!lGIA GROUP, was hit by 
a medium calibre shell from a shore battery. Three or 
her personnel were killed and three were seriously injured. 
Her port engine was put out of commission. 

It is reported that the destroyer bombardment of 
MUNDA silenced tour enemy medium calibre guns. 
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H&ADQUAJrT'DI OP TN& COJOIAKDU IH' 0ttEP 

XA\ 'T DIPA.at')(D'T. WAIHJl'CTO~. D. C. 

9 a.m. 29 luna, 1943· s~fffT 
., .. ~ SOUTH PACIYIC AOTION ( Oont ' d. ) 

On the night or 28 luna , our torose bombed a small 
en«U¥ naval disposition 1n the CENTRAL SOLOMONS AREA with 
unobserved results. 

Barly in the evenill8 or 28 luna, a !ormation or 
Dauntless and ATell8er planes, eaoorted by Wildcats, 
bombed REKA'I'A BAY, SA.h"l'A ISABEL ISLAND. The b0111b1118 
oreated so much dust and smoke that observation or the 
results or the attaok waa dittioult. 

In the even1118 or 28 luna, WilDA, NlfN GEO~IA was 
also bombed by a !ormation ot Dauntless and Avenger planes 
guarded by Wildoata. A number or tires were started 1n 
the defensive position area, in ammunition dumps, and in 
the oamp secti on. 

All our planes returned tram these attaoka . 
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COWJNCH FILt UNITED STATES FLEET 
HBADQUARTERS OF THE COt.tWANDU IN CliiEY 

NAVV DltPAitTMI..''T, WA$HI~CTON, D. C. 

s~!tET ~ p.m. 28 June, 1943. 

o"-~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.) 

The submarine !'INBAOX, returning from a war patrol 
north of PALAU, reports as follows : 

26 Key Sank a 6,000 ton freighter with 
two torpedo hi ts . 

2 June - Probably sank a 7,000 ton freighter 
with one torpedo hit. 

8 June - Probabl y sank a 5, 700 ton freighter , 
a 4,400 t on freighter an.d damaged a 
7,000 ton freighter. During the 
same day, a l ittle turther north , 
damaged a 6 , 370 ton freighter. 

11 June Sank a 6,000 ton freighter with 
two torpedo bits. 
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COMINCll FU.B UNITED STATES FLEET 

li&AOQUARTJtRS OF' THE CO.MMANDU IN Clll8f s P!'!'M E T "'"" DEPARTM .. ,., WASI!t.CTOS, D. C. 

~~! 9 a.m. 28 June, 1943. 
" .. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

During the early morning or 27 June, seven Arriz:! 
Liberators bombed KAHIL!, BOIN AREA while another Liberat or 
bombed WNDA, NEW GEORGIA. At about the same time, tive 
Navy Li berators (PB4Ys) carried out attacks aga inst BALLALE 
I SLAND, SHOR'l'LAND AREA. 

Prior to dawn ot 27 June, two Navy Avengers bombed 
IIEKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. 

At 8:15 a .m. 27 June, thirteen Navy Dauntless dive 
bombers and nine Avengers bombed MONDA, NE\'1 GEORGIA scoring 
hits on t he runway and revetment area. 

At t he same time, twelve other Navy Dauntless dive 
bo~bers and eleven Avengers bombed VILA, KOLOMBANCARA 
ISLAND scoring hits on the runway and in t he oamp area. 
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UNJTED STATES FLEET 

HBADOUAJlTRIS OP TIIK COtoUotA.NQKR IN CIIIEF 

SAVY OIU'AIIT.MENT, WASIIINGTOS, D.. C. 

~~ET 
v ..,. 

Q; .. ~ 

9 a.m. 27 J une, 191.3. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' d) 

At 8:)4 a.m. June 26 , tirteen Navy Dauntless Dive 
Bombers and t hirteen Navy Avengers, eeoorted by t wenty-
four Wildcat s , attacked MUNDA, NEVI GEORGIA. Hits were 
observed among anti-e iroratt positions . At the same time, 
twelve Dauntless Di ve Bombers and t welve Avengers, pDot ected 
by twenty- three Vlildoats, attacked VILA,KOLO~ANGARA I SLAND. 

On June 26, batw~en 4:02a.m. and 5:15 a .m., eighteen 
Army Liberators bombed ~ALLALE I SLAND, SHORTLAND AREA, and 
started a number of tires . At about this t ime, five other 
Army Liberators attacked POPORANG ISLAND (southeast SHORTLAND 
ISLAND), with unobserved results. 

In these operations , no u.s. planes were lost. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtAOQUAii!TE:Ri OP TIIP. COM!tt.AI"OBR IN CHJIF 

1\o'AYY UltPARTM£ ST. WA.S,.JNGTON, D, C. 

s~r T 9 a.m. 26 June, 

~ .. ~.~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION' (Oont'd.) 

194J . 

During the early morning of 25 June, an unreported 
number of enemf bombers bombed our positions in the 
RUSSELL ISLANDS. Several ot our personnel were wounded 
and e number ot tuel tanks and oil drums were set on tire. 

During darkness ot t he same morning, thirteen ArrJ!f 
Liberators bombed KAHILI, BOIN AREA. Five ti res were 
started. 

At about the sruae time, seven other ArrJ1f Liberators 
bombed BUKA and apparently started tires. 

After dawn on 25 June, twenty-five Navy Dauntless 
dive bombers and twenty-tour Navy Avengers, escorted by 
thirty- two Navy Wildcats, attacked LAUBETI PLANTATION in 
the MONDA AREA. Results were not reported. No U. S. 
losses were sustained. 

On 25 June at about 12:JO p.m. , tour twin-engine 
ene~ bombers unsuooesstully bombed the u.s. 4eobxuyez AhfD 
THORNTON, enroute to ESPIRITO SANTO. 

During the late afternoon of 24 J une, a number of 
Navy Wildcats s~rated an enemy barge in WICKHAM ANCHORAGE 
(southeast coast of VANGUNU ISLAND, NEW GEOilGIA GROUP). 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADQUAR'FlUtS OP 'nil~ C0MMAN"D8Jot IN CHit:P 

I'IAvY Dt:f'A.ItTMf.NT, WASHI.SCTQ.S, D. C~ 

s~11t T 4 p .m. 25 June, 1943. 

r;;'l>"~ "S"'O,_U''"'i'B"-'P"'A"'C""I"F"'IC:::.· _,A,C"'T;.;:I.::O::,N.......,( c..,a .. n..,t:...'.,d..:.· Ll 

Tho subm.a.rine TADTOG, roturnl..n8 from patrol or th· 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, reports as follows: 

20 Mey - Sank by gunfire a motor S811lpan 
south or PULASI ISLAND (south point or SALEIER 
ISLAND, CELEBES). 

21 May - Engaged and d811laged with gunfire 
an onemT patrol vessel near SIUMPU ISLAND. 

5 June - D811lagod an enemy vessel with one 
torpedo hit ott SIBAGO I SLAND ( BASILAN STRAIT 
southeast or ZAMBOANGA). 

6 June - Sank a medium sized enemy vessel . 
8 June - Engaged a probable enemy •Q• ship 

ott SANG.AY POINT (southwest side or MINDANAO) . 
Result of this engagement has not been reported. 
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COWINCH FlU: UNITED STATES FLEE T 

H.U.DOUAHEIS Of' THE C0)tMANDEJt IN CHIRP 

-~-,at'>~ HAVY DtPA•TMENT, WA$111SCTON, D. C. 

~ET 4p ••• 24J-, 
'f9 

1943. 

S9!!'1'H PACIFIC 4CTIO!! (Cant 1 d. l 

On or about June 24th the Subaarine Cbeser 75l 
went aground and was abandoned 16 ailes sout h ot 
VLAJ([!!G !lEAD, northwest cape . (West coast ot Australia). 
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COWINCH FlU: UNITED STATES FLEET 

H~ADOUAitTtlt$ 01' TUit C0M3oi.A.N0Jtli IN CUU!P 

~ ~ N~VY OBPAXTM ... T, WASJIISGTO.', 0. C. 

l}~T ET 
, .. '9 

9 a .m. 24 June, 1943· 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On the night of June 20th, the high-speed mine­
sweeper TREVER, while escorting a landing craft vessel 
was unsuooesstully attacked b,y a Japanese plane west 
ot SAVO ISLAND. 

/ 
/ 

On the night ot June 22nd-2Jrd, a Japanese float 
plane unsucoesstullJ strafed two or our PT boats in the 
rtoinity ot the RUSSl!!LL ISLANDS. 

A later report indicates that the cargo vessel 
ALUDRA, torpedoed on the morning ot June 22nd, sank. 
The cargo vessel DEIYOS was reported settling ~~th 
little possibility ot salvage. 

At 8:45a.m., June 2Jrd, 18 DAUNTLESS dive 
bombers and 12 AVENGERS, escorted by 24 WILDCATS, 
attacked REKATA BAY , SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. A number 

!I 
ot hits were scored on enemy anti-aircraft positions 
and a tire was started. No U.s. losses were sustained. 

At 9:20a.m., June 2Jrd, 8 MITCHELL bombers and 6 
AVENGERS, escorted b,y 24 CORSAIRS, attacked BURl 
'VILLAGE on GANON:lGA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. One 
tire was started. One bomber is reported missing. 

Regraded Unclassified
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COMINCH FU .. H UNITED ST ATES FLEET 

HKAOQUARTI!:IIS OF TH& COMMANDER IN' CtuU 
NA\'Y Ull'AKTMS.'T, WA$HIN(;T0.~. D. C • 

.... ~ !\ .. 

~~t?nf=T 
~ 

9 a.m. 23 June, 1943. 

~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

A convoy consisting or the cargo vessels ALUDRA 
(3381 tone), DEIMOS (3381 t ons) and NATHANIEL CURRIER 
(7176 tons), escorted by the destroyer O'BANNON, the 
destroyer transport WARD and t he minesweeper SKYLARK, 
were attacked by an en~ submarine 45 miles south ot 
CAPE SURVII.LE, SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND at 4: 55 e .m. 
22 June. 

The DEIMOS and ALUDRA were torpedoed and are 
report ed in a sinking condition but are still afloat 
with a possibility or being beached and salvaged. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

H&Acou.u::n. or TD COWW•JIWI ar CtcrO 
un Olro\ll1'1allff, WADDIO'fOI\D.C. 

• 

9 a.m. 22 June, 1943 • s~'fFT 
• ~ SOUTH PACili'IC ACTION ( Cont' d.) 

On the evening ot 20 June, tour Army Liberators, 
atter e. truitleea searoh tor enemy shipping along the 
ooaeta ot BUKA ISLAND, bombed KIETA, east coast ot 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and KARILI, SIJIN AREA with 
unobserved results . 

At 4 p .m. 2l June, eighteen Dauntless dive bombers 
and twelve Avengers , escorted by thi rty-two Wildcats, 
attacked UUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A number ot anti-aircraft 
positions were silenoed and one enemy barge was strafed. 
No u.s. losses were sustained. 

A Kitsubishi bomber was intercepted and shot down 
et 4:0S p.m. 20 June by three Wildoate 20 miles north 
ot FLORIDA ISLAND. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Jl&t.DOU....,.. ot,. CO'O'·-- Df c.. 
un O.AIInran.. w• 2o0il o. c. 

S~~ T 4 p.m. 21 June, 
., SOU'1'B PAC!l"'C ACTION ( Oont 1 4 .) 

194J • 

It baa been repor t ed that on the morning or 20 June an unknown number or Japan••• · emplO)'ing three barges, landed 1n the v1c1D1ty or S!GI POINT (southern point or lmW GERHA ISLAND). 

Aa a counter measure, two companies or the 4th Marine Raider Battalion landed at BEG! POINT at dawn 21 June. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADouA.Jr.- or nm Coew•MOG a. Qa:w 

21 J'une, 191.). 

SOUTH PACIDC ACTION (Cant 1 4 .) 

Nine ArQy Liberatore bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA at 
9:10 p .m. 18 J'une instead of 19 J'une ae reported in 
yeeterdq' 1 eu.aeey. 

The following night between 8:26 p.m. and 9:26 
p.m. 19 J'une, ten~ Liberatore attacked KAHIL!. 
SeTen large f1ree were started and a number or explos1one 
were noted. No o.s. loasee were auetained. 

At 8:05 •·•· 20 J'une, eighteen Dauntleaa dive 
b011.bere and eighteen ATangere, protected ~ fourteen 
Warhawke and twelve Wildcats, bazbed en~ 1nstallat1one 
et vn.A, l[OLOMBAII:tARA ISLAND, NEW 0:101\llA GROUP. A 
supply dw:ap wee hit and a large fire started. Rite 
were alao aoored on the run1f87. Th.ie 1Ries1on was 
aco011.pliahed without loss of any planes. 
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CO'WJNCH F'I.L& UNITED STATES FLEET 

S E~
,-.."UDQUARTfJ:R5 OP TifR COMMA:-IOU fN CHIEF 

~·. ' I 1\'A\"\' DltPARTM!NT, WASRII'o"CTON, D. c. 
c" 

§"" "'' T 4 2 ~ _ _ .., _ p .m. 0 
~'f"/ . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI0!1 (Cont 1d , ) 

June , 194). 

On the night of 17- 18 June , ten Army Liberators of the 
Seventh Bomber Command , staging through FtniAFUTI , ELLICE 
ISLAIJD, successfully completed a ni&ht photograph assign­
ment against JALUIT and MlLI , L~RSHALL ISLANDS , Photographs 
were taken and bombs were dropped on TAil.A':IA , OILBEHT ISLANDS . 
Hits were scored on the runvtay . 

Al though seven enemy Zer os were airborne over TARA':IA , 
they di d not press a determined attack against our bombers , 
but generally renained out of range executing a number of 
ineffectiva passes . Anti- aircraft fire encountered was mod­
erate to weak and inaccurate . All our planes returned with­
out damage . 
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COWINCH P'IJ.£ UNITED STATES FLEET 

1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFI C ACTION ( Cont ' d , l 

RAHILl , BUIN AREA, was bombed at 9 :10p.m., 19 June, 
by nine Army Libe r ators . Explosions and lar~;e f ires we1•e 
started. 

During the same night two lli t chell Bombers attacked 
BALLALE ISLAJID . One fire was started . At e.bo\l t this time 
six !.!itchell Bombers strafed six barges in ·,;usoll STRAIT 
(south of VELLA LA VELLA ISLAND) and another L!i tchell Bomber 
bombed the VILA runway on KOLO!.IBAllGARA ISLAND. 

On the nie;ht of 18 June , s ix Navy Catalinas bombed 
NAURU I SLAND. Large fires \fore started apparently from a 
hit on an oil tank and damage was observed in the d ispersal 
and l i ving areas . Later , between 2 : 45 a . m. and 4 : 25 a .n . 1 19 June, six Army Liberat ors attacked NAURU and scor ed h i ts 
i n the building area and at the north end of the runway . 

The United States Submarine DRUJJ on natrol north of 
Nl>~/ BRITAill reports sinking an 8 ,600-ton Japanese vessel 
east northeast of KAVI E!IG. 
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• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

Hv.DQUAJ.TBIS OF TH! CO)ott.fANOe~ rl'i' CHIBF 

~ ~~ N'AVV DEPARTMIDoT, WASJU~CTON, D C. 

S~~f T 9 •• m. 19 June, 1943. 
91~ SOUTR PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

The following is a tabulation of kills as claimed 
by our foroes: 

Corsairs 
Wildcats 
Lightnings 
Airacobras 
Warhawks 

Ships 1n harbor 
Shore anti-aircraft-

2 Zeros, 1 bomber 
14 Zsros ,l6 bombers 
8 Zeros 
6 Zeros, 5 bombers 

15 Zeros, lO bombers (including 5 
Zeros credited to R.N.Z.A. F.) 

16 Planas 
1 Plane 

Our total losses amounted to six planes shot down, but two 
of our pilots were recovered. Our personnel losses a f l oat and 
ashore amounted to 25 killed, 29 wounded and 22 missing. 

On 16 June, a twin-engine enemy reoonnaiasanoe bomber was 
shot down southeast ot SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

At 4:40 p.m. 17 June, nineteen Dauntless dive bombers 
escorted by sixteen Wildoata attacked REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL 
ISLAND. Hit& were soored on S11AVANAU POINT and on enemy anti­
aircraft positions 1n the vicinity. 

On the night of 17 J'une , an unknown number ot enemy planes 
approached GUADALCANAL, and dropped flares and several bombs 
harmlessly into the water ott TULAGI. No damage or casualties 
were sustained. 

During the evening or 16 J'une, the U. S. ~ Transport 
PORTWAR ( 5, 500 tone), enroute in convoy from SYDNEY to 
BRISBANJ!!, was torpedoed and sunk. 
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COWJNCH FlLI UNITED STATES FLEET 

UIADOUAJ:TBRI OF 1'Ht. CoWo.tAl"DJJt IN CIII!P s ~E T 'AvY DBPARTNRNT, WA!RI<CTON, o. c. 

~.Q. ! I ! 9 a.m. 19 June, 1943· .. ~~ 
SOUTH PACIP'IC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Add! tional deta.ila have been received in connection 
with the aerial engagement over GUADALCANAL on the arternoon 
or 16 June. 

It has been reported t hat ninety-tour enemy planes were 
destroyed inst ead or seventy- seven. or the additional 
seventeen, sixteen were shot down by the ships i n the harbor 
and one by shore based anti-aircraft. 

The init ial indica tion or the enemy approach was 
received on GUADALCANAL at 12:32 p.m. One hundred and four 
righters, consistinS ot ~ Light nings, Airacobras, Warhawks, 
and Navy Corsairs and Wildcats, ware sent alort to i ntercept, 
including eight New Zealand pilots flying Warhawks. 
Seventy-rour ot these fighters succeeded i n establishing 
contact. 

The en8Jll1 came in over BEAUl"ORT BAY (west coast ot 
GUADALCANAL) and were engaged by Lightnings. At about the 
same t ime, another group or Japanese planes approached rro~ 
rarther north and were immediately at tacked. Approximately 
thirty enemy dive bombers maneuvered to attack rour of our 
cargo veesels escorted by destroyers. Subsequent contacts 
were made over KOLI POINT, SAVO ISLAND, CAPE ESPERANCE and 
TULAGI. At 2:30p.m., the ene~ retired. 

The dive bombing or our surrece uni ts occurred at about 
2:15 p.m. In this attack, the cargo vessel OELBNO and the 
landing -orart LST 340 were s t ruck by bombs , set on tire, and 
subsequently beached 1n t he vicinity or LUNGA POINT, 
GUADALCANAL. The cargo vessel DEIMOS sustained minor damage. 
During this action, our ships were maneuvered to repel the 
at tack and avoid damage. 
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HI!ADQIUAim!:lt$ OJ> Til l COM.MAJHN!Jt l l'f Ctl l ttiP s 1:' Q-~ T NAVY o•••n>tr.NT. "'"""'"OTO•. o. c. 

'R.,'7R I:- 9 a . DI. 18 June, 194J. 

~\It SO'CI'l'll PACIDC ACTION ( Cont' 4.) 

Durtns the unauooeaetul lapaneee air atteok over 
GUADALCANAL on the afternoon ot 16 June, the Na-.y cargo 
nseel CELENO (),J81 tone) and tbe landtns cratt LST J40 
were struck ~ bomba, aet on tire, and subsequently 
beached in the rtcinity or Wli)A PDIN'l', GU.ADALC.ANAL. 

ApparentlY the tires were extinguished ae t he CELENO 
ia reported one third unloaded and 9~ ot the remaining 
cargo ia ooneidered salvageable. The oargo or LST 340 1a 
badlY damaged. It ia estimated that bull repairs to both 
veseela oan be completed in about two weeka. Total 
oasualtiee aaounted to twenty-five killed, twenty-nine 
inJured and twenty-two miasi.ng. 

The t otal number or lapaneae planee destroyed ~ 
South Paoitic 7orcea this month ia one hundred torty-eix. 
The total aince Jl luly, 1942 1a 1,414. 

On the n1.gbt ot 16 lune, eight Army Liberatore attacked 
BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. Results were unobserved. 
One bomber ie miaeing. 

At S: lS p.m. 16 June, landing oratt LST 469, enroute 
i n a convoy rraa SIDNEY to BRISBANE, waa tor pedoed 215 mil es 
northeast ot SYDN!f. About twenty ot the personnel were 
killed end ten inJured. The veaeel ia being towed to port. 
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HIADQOAITDS or Tllll: COMMAir'Dia IPo' Cllll' s ~A E T NAVV P&PART M<NT, WoUIIINGTOH, o. c 

.,~!!! 4 p.m. 17 June, 194). 

r,'><> SOU'l'H PACll'IC ACTION ( Oont' d.} 

A later report reoe1Ted with reepeot to the aerial 
&IJ8agement reported i .n thie mornina' e 11U111111&17 1ntoma 
that the battle took place oYer GOADALCANAL. Further 
detaile are not at present aTailebla. 
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SOUTH PAC!FIC ACTION (Cont'd , ) 

At 7:45 a . o . 15 June sixteen Dauntless dive boobors 
and twelve Aveneers escorted by twenty-four ~ildcats at­
tacked BAREGO in wes t ern N£'1'/ GEORGIA. Two fires and a heavy 
explosion were observed . 

At 8: 30 a.~ . 16 June , ei ghteen Avengers and twelve 
Dauntless dive bombers escorted by twenty-rour Corsairs at­
tacked SAJ;GJGAI CHOISEUL ISLt.IID. r.tter the attack 1 heavy 
smoke1 apparently rroo burning fuel dumps, was observed. 
llo U. s . l osses were sustained . 

Al thouch complete details have not been received , it)/ 
has been reported that an aerial engago~ont of considerable 
proportions took place 1n the SO!.O::o:ls at about 2 p . m. , 16 
June . . 

Apparently upwards or sixty enemy bombers and sixty 
fighters wore intercepted by one hundred and four of our 
fighters . It has been reported that thirty- t wo enemy dive 
bombers and forty-five Zeros were shot dovm and twelve other 
planes dam~ged . Six of our planes did not return to their 
base. One pilot has been reco•1ered. 
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COWJNCH PILE UNITED STATES FLEET 
H!AI)QUAitT&kS OP THP. COMMAKDIR IS CJU:U s C'~ E T AVY DErARn<B•'T. WASHISOt<"· o. c. 

"l.._'l'/'fi!7 I 9 a.Jil. 16 J'une, 1943· 

.p SOUTH PAOU'IC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

During tbe eTeninge or l)tb and 14th or J'une, a 
group or Flying Fortresses and Liberators bombed KA8ILI 
and SHORTLAHD ISLAND 1n tbe BUrN AREA. 

On tbe eTening or 14 J'une, •ishteen Kitchell medium 
bombers (~ B-25) escorted b7 eighteen Navy Corsairs 
blasted the runway and anti- aircraft positione on the 
a.1rt1eld at VILA, KOI.OIIBAWARA ISLAND. 

larly 15 J'une , the bombs tram three ene:a;r planes 
were dropped on KOLI POINT, GUADALC.ANAL. No personnel 
or material damage has been reported. 
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H.PDQU.Aa"nltl 01 Till C0N.MA.'rfDI:I IJot OIIIP 

XAY"/ DIPAitTWP'I', WASitllfOTC)tl, D. c;. 

S~~ T 9 ..... 15 June, 

~·~ SO!!'l'H PAOinO AOfiOll !Oont'4.) 

1943· 

On l) June, tighter planu trom tbe O.s.s. SOWANU, 
an alroratt oarrier eaoort ooTerins a ~all taak unit 
aoTement in tbe SOOTH PAOinO, 4a.age4 an 1nqu1aitiTe 
ene.r Kiteubiebi bomber. 

Late 1n tbe nlgbt ot lJ June, en-.r bombere were 
onr GOADALCAHAL. A total ot tbru bcaba tell near 
XOJttiKBORA. lfo peraonnel or aater1&l oaaualtiea ooourre4. 
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1943· 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont'd.l 

On the night ot 12 June, aeTen Army Liberatore 
and three Fortreaeea bombed KAHILI, BUIN Area . Result s 
were unobeened. .lll our planes r eturned. 
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H'lAtiOUAJlTU5 OP THI C:OM.WA.~Dia IM CUll' 

~~R E T DtPAttMB,.,., WAJHINOTOK. o.c. 

Jl~'YI 9 a , o, 
~ 

13 June , 1943. 

""'"' SQU!H PACIFIC A9TI~ (Cont'd) 

On 10 June five WITSUBISHI bombers were shot down by 
our fighters ott the North ot L~ITA ISLM>D instead ot 
four as reported in the mor ning sumoary of 11 June , 

These bombers had earlier that day unsuccessfull y 
attacked one of our destroyer- escorted transport groups 
en route to OUADALCAJIAL, 

During the aft ernoon of 10 June, the steamer JEAN LYKES 
was unsuccessfully attacked by a twin-engine Japanese bomber 
110 miles Southeast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

Arter nightfall or 10 June, seven Flying Fortresses and 
eight Avengers attacked the BUIN AREA. A small fire was 
started. One Flying Fortress is reported missing, 

At about 10•48 a , m., 12 June Army, llavy and !.Iarine 
fight ers intercepted forty to fifty Japanese fighter planes 
in t he vicinity of the RUSSELL ISLANDS . Twenty-five ZEROS 
were shot down and eight others probably destroyed . We l ost 
one Corsair , four Wildcats , and one Warhawk, Only two of our 
pilots are reported missing, 

At 11:16 a . m. 12 June, two Army Liberators attacked two 
YITSUBISHI bombers twenty miles Weat of BUKA IS~~. One 
enemy bomber was shot down. 
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HIADQUAaTIU Of THI COMWA~D&l I~ OUI., 
:-IAY'Y O£PAITM!Po"T, WA$1111"0TON, D. C. 

9 a.m. 11 June, 194). 

At about 11:25 a .m. 10 lune, tour K1taub1shi an~ 
medium bomber• were intercepted and shot down over the 
north aide ot WALAITA ISLAND. Three ot the ene=r bombere 
were accounted tor b7 three Karine Corea1r t1ghtere. The 
other wae deetrQ7ed b7 an ~ Lightning tighter. 

On 10 June, ten Army Liberatore escorted b7 eleven 
Warbaw¥e and tour Lightnings bombed with unobserved results 
the revetment and bivouac areae at VILA, KOLOUBANGARA 
ISLAND. All our planes returned. 
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COMIJiiCH FU.& UNITED STATES FLEET 
HU.DQUAltl"t:lt$ or niB C0:MMANDitlil IX CHIRP 

NAVY OUAJt'TM!NT, WASIIINCTOS', D. C. 

~~1ET 9 a.m. 10 June, 19~3. 
10~ 
~ S01l'l'll PACinO ACTION (Oont ' d.) 

At 3:03 p.m. 9 June, seven 7ortreesee 
twelve Warhawke and tour Lightnings bombed 
and revetment areas on WNDA, NXW GIORGIA. 
loeeee were sustained. 

- )89 -
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
IC.IA.DOUAaTU.S or THI CO.t.INAI"DKa l l'f CIU.rt 

MAV'r DIU'Ntt'MilN1', WASIIINO~, D. C. 

9 a.m. 8 .June, 1943. ~~~~fT 
,.,o SO!J'l'R PACinC ACTION ( Cont 1 d.) 

.lt 11:10 a.11. 7 .June, about tort)' or tift)' enlllll)' 
Zeroe and torpedo b011bere were tnteroepted by our tighter 
plan.u between the RtJSSELL ISLAND8 and BURAJlJ ISIJJfD. 
Nineteen Zero• were ehot down and elx damaged. We loat 
aeven planel but three ot the pllota were reoovered. 
In addition, two ot our tighter planea wera lost beoauae 
ot weather conditions. The pilote, however, were aavad. 
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CONINCH FlU UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtAI)QUAII:T81tS OF THE Co.MMASDJ!.R fN CHIEP 

NAVY D!f'ARTlotEh'T, WASJtlNGTON, D, C. 

~~FT 
" 

9 a.m. 7 luna, 194). 

.tlfb~ SOUTH PACiliC ACTION (Cont' d.) 

At 10:50 a .m. 6 luna, nine Dauntless diTe bombers 
and twalTa ATenaera eaoorted by thirty- two Wildoate 
attaoked an~ anti-a1roratt positions on WUNDA, NEW 
GROBGIA with unobaerTed reaulte. No U.S. loaaee were 
euatained. 

On the aama d&7 at ):45 p .m., ten Lightnings and 
aiaht Warhawka maohine-gu.nned KAXASA VII.LAGR on CHOISRUL 
ISLAND. 0\lr &iroratt retu.rned eat ely. 

The submarine SOAYP, returning trom patrol ot t he 
ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, reporte attaoking and probably sinking 
on 28 lf&7 1n the rto1n1ty ot TRNCH ISLAND (north ot the 
northern and ot NEW IRELAND) an esoorted en~ oargo 
Teeeel. ~ 

4!-'t.b d.t 
~t#W"N~ 
A..... XAv 
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On the night or 4 June , two Liberators unsuccessfully 
bocbed a small ene~ cargo vessel and its escor t in the vi­
cinity of PAISI, BOUGAH"VILLE ISLJJID. 

On the early mor ning or 5 Juno , four Pl ying For t resses 
bombed ~AHILI, BUIN AREA. Results of this at t ack were not 
reported. 

At about 11• 55 n .m. 5 June , eighteen Dauntless Di ve 
Bombers and twelve Avengers, escorted by twenty- six Warhnwks, 
twenty- one Corsairs , and six Lightnings, bombed an enemy 
destr~~~J_! corvette , and a medium- sized cargo vessel 1n the 
BOOGALNV.U..U:: AREA. Several 500-pound bomb hits were scored 
on the destroyer, which i s believed sunk. The corvette and 
the cargo vessel were set on f i re . 

An undetermined , but appa.rently a large number of ene!lly 
Zer os a ttempted to intercept our shi pping attack. In the en­
suing engagement fift een Zeros wer e shot down and three dam­
aged . Four of our pl anes ar e missing and1 in addition, one 
Avenger crash- landed on one of the RUSSELL ISLAIIDS . 
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CO.W.II"CH FILl UNITED STATES FLEET 
H:!A.OQt.IART!JtS or THt COllllolAN"DER ts Ocr! P 

NAVV Dll'J>AJlT)t£1•iT, WMHINGTO!'I, D. C. 

S~ET 
~~ ! l 9 a.m. S J'une, 1943. 

~ SOU'l'H PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont' d.) 

On the afternoon ot ) J'une, two Liberatore 
attacked and 4eatroya4 a small ooaatal steamer in 
fDIPOi'S HARBOR, northeaat ooaet ot BOOOAIIIVILI.E. 
Later, thaae planes atrete4 and aet afire another 
small ooaatal ata&~~~er in TIOP HARBOR, northeast coast 
ot BOUGAINVlLLI. The latter Teasel wae abandoned 
attar the attack. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

SMH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

At nightfall 31 Kay, three Liberators bombed coast­
line enemy concentration sites at TI!IPUTS HARBOR and IIUMA 
NUUA HARBOR on the northeast coast or BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, 
Subst antial tires were started. Two small steamers off 
TINPUTS were bombed , - one or which, on Cire 1 had to be 
beached and the other was given a good strar1ng . 
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S§-~~ E~TED STATES FLEET 
~--· ~fir THI CoNWA:ml& I.J( OUU' 

• .,..~ ~ XAVY DIPAITNIUt'l', W.WUKC'I"'K, D. C. .. ~, .., 
9'~ 9 a.m. 1 June, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. ) 

On 30 Mfi& a rovi ng Liberator strafed an enemy freighter 
ott BOUOAINVI ISLAND. 
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• 

UNITED STATES PLIIT 
Jb.uoo...,_ a. Ia CoMe· .... c.. 

un • ..,..,. w· :;ow.o.c. 

~~FT 9 •••• )lMq, 

"' 
l9J.), 

., .. ~ I!O!!'Dl PACmc A9TIOII {Cogt' d. l 

01l tha at'tanoon ot 29 Mq, a Liberator wuruooa88-
~ bcabe4 a ondaar aD4 a d .. ti'O)'er ott IMPiiliS8 
.ADGO'S'U 81!', BOOOAIJIVlLU ( oaotral nataro -•t) . The 
ab1pa ware than atrata4 b7 tba bomber troa a low altitude, 

Tba aubllarina GAR returoad trca patrol ot 'l'AR.U.AN, 
T.ABLAB 8'.l'RAI'l' ud KANILA and r eported a1Dit1Dg by guot1ra 
the tollowiJl& 1 

On 2 Mq, a SOO ton loa4a4 ooaatal aotor ship 
ott tha ][OftAI Rn111 SBOALB, BORIIIO, 

6 lllq, • )00 t on loaded auxll1ary aa111Dg ahip 
t our III.Uaa ott 'l'AJ!AXAW, BORlmO. 

7 Mq, a SO ton trawler eight ailaa weat ot 
the eoutharD ntranoa ot .U.XO:J OHANJOL, 
northaaat BORHIO. 

8 11141, • SOO ton motor ab1p ott ZAIIIBOANGA, 
PRil.IPPDtiS. 

19 Mq, a " t on aotor ooaeter aut ot IUID][ALl!IA'l', 
BORJIBO, 

20 Mq, • SO ton aesUng ehip eoutbnet ot CAR 
mx,ux, wut ooaet ot CITK!!IB. 

'l'ba f ollowing Taeeale ware .uak b7 torpe4oae: 

9 Mq, ott aoutharo NmROS, PHILIPPIIDS a 
) , 000 t on tratghtar. 

lS Mq, a .. t ot DOMALI POD'J.', IIDIDORO, a 6,000 
tOll trai&btar 1n u aaoorta4 oonTOT and later 
on the .... 4q another 6,000 ton traigbtar 
aacacad 1n the r"oua ot av.l'TiTOra ot the 
prertooaa attaoJr;, 
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o-ru UNITID STATIS FLIIT 
JIILI.Doa.um. or ta CntN•w- • c-

u" ~anan. w· ;II<*. D.O. 

~~f-T 9 •••• 29Kq, 194)· 

, ~ 80p'll PAQWO WfiOI (Oop\'4,) 

:DolrlDc tho aonlDc ot 28 lliiJ', \wel n .t.nm&era, tweJ.•• DaiUI\la .. O.ln balbera, thtzt7-two WU4oata, 
alcht .t.lraoobraa uo. atcllt Waru-., out on a atrU:e 
*i.Dat poadbla n-.r alllPplll& 1D tile ~OLOMBARUR.t. 

aJD Uaa, tall ad to looata &JIT tarsata cllla to bad 
nether. Bownar, tlla .t.•eD&ara bcabad IIDlllll, HIW 
OBOIDI.t. uo. aoora4 lllta on t lla riUIWQ' ud the rantaeDt 
area. J'lraa u d axploaiona wart obaaned. :~~~..., 
ant1-•1roratt tiro wae 1Dtnaa and throe .t.•engara were 
4aaa&ad. 'l'WO ot thaae plu .. ware toroad to lud 1D 
the water ott tile BDSSBLL ISLAJrDS, 'l'he or-• ware 
raoo•are4. 
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UNITED STATES fLEIT 
lll.uouAftDI or n11 COM'·- • Qar 

U.'f'T DR'AINDT. w• '110M. D. C. 

~J91111FT 9 a.m. 26 Ue.y , 1943 • 

.,. ~ SOIJ'l'R PACil''IO ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

At 9:55a.m. 24 ~ay. nineteen Avangera, tour 
Wildoete, covered by sixteen ,,Udoate, bo:tbed and 
stre.ted JUioOI COVE, west of VILA, ICOLOliBANCAIIA ISLM'D. 

At 9:45 a .m. 25 !dey , twelve Dauntless dive bombers 
end one Avenger bombe~ enemy i natnllotiono in REKATA 
BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Ei ght Wildcats , protected by 
twenty-four Wild. cote, thoroughly etrefed SUAVANU POINT 
(southeast coast of REKATA BAY) . Explosions of a.mmu.nition 
dumps and a large fire were obeervecl . No u . s . loesee 
were suaeatned . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
liiADOO.urDI a 1111 0'»0'•..., ar Clair 

un Da"A.IrMan'. w· = &<*. o.c. 

f!~~fT 9 a.m. 25 May , 1943 . 

9t» ~S~O:!!.UT~H~P:!A~C:,:IF~I:;C~A~C:,:T,:I:!!.ON!!..:(I.!C~o~n~tc._' d!!..!.l.. ) 

St rong formations of Liberator s and Fortresses 
heavily pounded KAHILI, BUIN, TONOLEI in the SHORTLAND 
Area and MONDA, NEW GEORGIA during the night of 23-24 
Mey. . 

Three enemy oargo vessels , sighted by Liberators 
in the SHORTLAND Area, wers bombed. Results are unknown. 

On the night of 
thr ee enemy bombers. 
was sustained. 

23 May , GUADALCANAL was raided by 
No damage and one alight casualty 

A little later after midnight on the night of 
23-24 May, one enemy pl ane attampted t o raid ESPIRITU 
SANTO. The bombs fell without effect 1n the water . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIU.&JOo..ur. 011 1D t"))W ·-Of CIIW 

.... D.C. 

Q~ET .... --.·· 
~l.l'!. 9 a .m. 24 li.ny, 194). 

Q"" SOUTL PACIFIC ACTIO~ (Cont ' d . I 

On <J May, the petrol g un boot NIAGAHA ••as at teoked 
by a twin-engine , h1,~h lovel , bomber 50 a1les east or 
CAPE SUkVILLE, SAN CkiSTOUAL ISLAND end austeined ao~e 
daoage . A second attack ~~ alx twin- engine boobers 
followed 25 minutes later. The vessel ,;ao s eriouely 
de.tllllged and considered a total loss. Upon orders t'rom 
her commanding oftloor, the ship was torpedoed end sunk 
by an eooompnnying PT boat . 

The cerohant tanker :>TA!IVAC ~'II.A v.aa torpedoed 
90 milee eouth ot !;OUJ.IEA on t1t> ehl'ly corni"8 or 24 :Jay . 
The veaeol ,.as reported to have sunk later in the dey . 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
IIIADOU,.._ or tu O.O.tre • c-

u n .,...,..._,_ w• 21014>0.C. 

~ftET 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

9 a .m. 22 t4ay , 1943· 

Due t o poor weather, tour Avengers out on a strike 
agai nst enemy shi ppi ng on the night or 20 Way in the 
BUIN Area tailed to looate thei r targets. One plane 
1a m.iaaing. 

During the night or 20- 21 May, Liberators bo~bed 
KAHILI , B1.TIN Ar ea and BAI.I.ALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area. 
Bite were eoor ed on the runway at KAHILI and on an 
enemy aeer ohlight position. 
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UNITED STATES FLIET 
JII&Dov..._ OI 'NI <))tAt·- W C.. 

sMffi~T -·-··, .::·:, .... 
.. ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

1943 • 

On the night of 19- 20 M~, about eight en~ 
bombers dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL, killing fourteen 
men and inJuring twenty . Material damage is reported 
as minor. Our night fighters shot down two or the 
ene~ planoa . 
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• • 
ec-,.. UNITED STATES FL!!T 

.. H&Aoou.ura. c.nm Co~ • CMIII' 
QYT tiii'Air.NDIT, W411Cbt0T0tr, 0, C. 

~~~1ET 
,.~ SOUTH PACI?IC ACTION ( Cont' d ,) 

9 a .m. 20 Yay, 1943. 

On the ni ght or 18 Uay, ai x Japanese bombers 
dropped bombs on our pos i t i ons on the RUSSELL ISLANDS 
and on GUADALCANAL. No reports or dwne.ge or 
casualties have been received. 

On the night or 18 May , additional mines were 
laid ott the sout h coast or BOUGAINVILLE I SLAND. Thi a 
task wee accomplished by thirty Avengers assisted by 
tour Flying Fortresses which carried out diversional 
bombing attacks. Four or t he Avengers are .missing. 
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The report or 18 May concerning t he Submarine GUDGEON 's 
patrol activities indicated that she had sunk a "sl oop" on 
28 April southwest of NASO POINT, PANAY. A correcti on of a 
garbled despatch now indi cates that she sank a much larger 
vessel. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
HIAI)QU.--or ta COtGWn::G • Clair 

~t-~---~R _. _II:'T .................. """ .. 0. 

~ L ~ 9 a.m. ~ar 19, 1943· 

... ~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont' cl,.) 

On the morning ot 17 May, dive bombers struck 
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. 

The submarine ORAYBACK, on patrol in BISMARCKS­
SOLOMONS Area, aoored several hits in a large eneiey 
dest royer and in two fairly largo enemy freight ers. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAHUS OP nl& COMMAN'O'IR 11" CHttP 

Q~ E f VY o&rAaTMENT, w•stu>cro•. o. c. 

~~i 1 
4 p.m. U&y 18, 1943 • ....... 

Q~~ SOOTH P4Cll'lC ACri ON ( Cont 1 d . ) 

The Submarine GUDGEON returned from patrol in the vi­
cinity of the west coast of PANAY and KAKASSAR STRAITS and 
reported as tollowaa-

25 April - In KAKASSAR STRAITS aank an 8000-ton MARU. 
28 April · Southwest of NASO POINT, PANAYl sank a sloop. 

4 May - In Ticinity ot llASO POINT, PAN Y 1 sank a 
500-ton MARU. 

5 Kay - Near PANAY sank a 1500-ton freighter. 

One of the ship's officers, Lieutenant Pendland, 
was lost in the action of 4 Kay. 
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1 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.cou..,_ or nm: CoaowmD • oar 

8~ E f " ..,...,_.,, w• OOOOI;D, o. 

~~! I 9 a . m. Way 18 , 1943· 

,... SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d.) 

On the morning or Yay 16th, thirteen Dauntless and 
tour Airaoobraa, eaoorted by sixteen Wi 1doats, bombed 
and strafed R!XATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. All our 
planes returned, 

On Mey 16th, the Liberty Ship \Y,K, VANDERBILT waa 
reported as being torpadoed 185 miles ooutbwest or SUVA. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAATUI OF TKI COMMAl'IDU IN Curer 

8 
~E T ••vr D<Mnw•HT. WASH~KOTOJ<. o. c. 

~·'J···:'fi i 4 p.m. Wa.y 
~.,. .., 

SQQTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cgnt 1 d . l 

Bo action raporta received, 

CE!!TML PACIFIC, 

1?, 1943. 

on w.y l$th, eighteen Liberator• (Army B-241 a) departed 
MIDWAY to bomb WAXE ISLAND. Undue tuel consumption required 
the early return ot four planes. Rescue operations are seek­
ing another that came down on the water, Weather conditions 
at WAXE precluded observation ot a bombinc by seven of the 
planes. Twenty-two enemy tighter• engaged our bombers. Two 
ot these tighters were shot down and another probably des­
tro)ed. Our peraonnel suffered no serious inJury, With the 
exception noted, all our planes came baclc. 
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1 • .. 
UNITED STATES FL EET 

HLt.DOU&niM ot TIEl Coaowma 01 Oar 

~JN/lF~ 9 a .m. lloy .17, 1943. 

fl.,~ :::SO"'U"''l'!I....,_.._P_,A.:<C I'"'FI..._,C'-"A::::C.:.TI..:O::ol,_l _..(_,.C_,.o,_n t,_'_,d..,."-1 

Avenger torpedo planes attaoked tour eneoy cargo 
vessels ott ~~A POINT, BUIN Area. One vessel wee 
set on tir e . 

At 4 a . m. May 14th, the Al l i ed hospital ship CENTAUR 
was tor pedoed and ounk by an e n 0111;y a<tbmorine ott BRISBANE , 
AUSTRALIA. 
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.. ... 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADou.unM Of 1WI COIOWIOD IW 0a:D 

-

~Jr-d R ET.......,··-u 
'.fp"~ R I' T 9 

~,v 
a . m. .. oy 16 , 194). 

bOUTli PAC!. IC ACTI O.l (Con£ ' \ .) 

On ~be D1Kht or ~ay lJ, rive tlying .ortre~&es attacked 
t'JJIILI - B'JIN Area and BALLA.LE ISLIJID, SHORTLAND Area ancl start•d 
several large t1rec. Four Avenger Tornado Plan~s a~sistecl by 
two pl anes droppi ll!< flares attacked enellY ebipnins in the 
vicinity or BUI N, SHO!lTLA!iD Area . Two h1te •.-ere scor ed on a 
cargo vessel wh ich was obser ved to explode. 

Enemy shippi ng in the BUIN Area was again attacked by four 
torpedo plenes one! flare planes on the n i~ht or t.!ey 14. l<esul tu 
or this attack have not been repartee! . At the same t ime, 
Liber ator Bo~bera in suppor t harassed AAHIL! and ~~LE I~LAND. 

On the night or ~ay lJ, about tour ene~ bo~bers dropped 
boa~bs on GOADALCAllAL end set !'ire to a ''unitions d:l!l!p . 
L16htninss attacked the ene3Y plenee nod definitely destroyed 
one boaber , po3aibly another , and dr~ged o third. 

Tnree eneny planes atte:npted throe ain.;~le 111gb level 
bombing attacks O$&inst our task units operating southeast 
of SAN CRI STOBAL lo;~LAND on r.iay lJ end 14. All attacks 11ere 
unsuccessful . 

The subl:!arine DRUIJ returned from patrol of the 1·.aters in 
the vicini ~Y or the AUllRALTY I > LA. ~s and r'"-, nAJ;OVIJl nnd 
reported es rollo.,s : 

At noon April 9 , e~tacked a convoy or rour cargo 
vessels escorted by a sub~ine chaser. One cedi~ 
s ized vessel was sunk. Later that night , the DRUU 
again attacked end sa~~ 8 5000- ton rre1ghtor . 

At noon April 18 , the ORO!.: nt t nol<ed and sank 8 

large unescorted freighter . 
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• .. 
COoaloal,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 

HuDou.-.,.. or ftDI CoN::IuJctG •-ctar s ldffET ....... -.·--·~ 
~~~ Q Jl. E. ! 9 a . m. May 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d. ) 

14 , l 94J. 

At 1:50 a . m. May l)th, one Liberator bombed KARILI, 
BUIN Area . Results were unobserved. At the same time, 
another Liberator bombed BALLALE I SLAND, SHORTLAND Area 
with unobserved r esults . 

On Llay 1 3th at 1 p .m. our f i ghters encountered about 
twenty- f ive Zeros over t he RUSSELL I SLANDS and definitely 
shot down s i xteen and probably two more . Corsair fighter 
pl anes a ooounted for f ifteen of t he Zeros . Fi ve or our 
planes were shot down but t wo of the pilot s wer e recovered. 

Eighteen men were kill ed and eleven seriously injured 
by an explosion aboard the light cruiser NASHVILLE during 
the bomba rdment ot VILA, KOLOMBANCARA ISLAND on the night 
of !.iay l 2tb- l )th . 

A premature firing of a six i nch powder charge in a 
gun chamber of No . J t urret cau sed the explosi on which 
damaged and incapacitated the left end center guns of the 
t urret. 

Enemy submarine activity off the east er n coast of 
AUSTRALIA continues . At 2:14 p .m. May 12th, a Bri t ish 
shi p was torpedoed 180 miles south of AUSTRALIA. However , 
no casual t i es resulted and the vessel was able to reach 
port. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIUDOO'._ or m1 C)ceot•..,. • C.. 

~~c R E ET T ...... .--. ... 9 ......... M 1) 194) 

~~~- a . m. ay , , 

<:1 SOUTII PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont ' t .) 

At ) :15 a . m. Mey 12th, t110 Flying i'ortresses 
bombed BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area and started a 
larae fire which burned for t vrenty minutes . 

At nbout the same t ime , another Flying Fortress 
bombed KAHILI , EUlll Ares . A number ot: fires \\ere 
observed which a ppeared to be burning en~ aircraft . 

Later, et 8:40a.m., t welve Avengers end twelve 
Dauntlese di ve bombers escorted by eight v;arhawks end 
sixteen Corsairs attacked en~ anti-aircraft positions, 
run"-ay and r evet.reent areas at .:l.JNDA, mr,·, CI:OROIA, 

The mining of en area on the east coast of 
KOLOMBANCARA ISLAND was completed according to plan 
on t he night ot May 12th-l)th. This operat ion was 
supported by the s imulteneouo bombardment of VILA, 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLJ>.ND end !.lUNDA, NE\'o GEORGIA by cruisers 
end des troyers . Complete details have not been r eceived. 
However, at VILA, our bombardment group encount ered 
ineffective f ire from li~ht enemy shor e batteries. 

The submar ino WAHOO , completing a patrol or r BONS!iU , 
Japanese Empire , r eports sinldng three enemy ships 
t otali ng 25,000 tons and damaging a large freighter . 

Supplementing the r eport contained 1n the morning 
aum=ary of May 11th, the submarine PLUl~ER reports 
sinking five cediuc large sblpa inateed or four i n ~be 
ene!IIY convoy from TRU'.{ , CAROLIN! ISLANDS. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 

lb&Dc)a....a 01,. CotN· ... ., c=-
uno.~, .,,,.. _,.,_'* o.c. 

ET 
., ! Nay 12, 1943· 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont•d.) 

During the early morning ot Mey llth, t hree 
7lying Fortresses bombed KAHILI , BUIN Area and started 
two tires. 

Two 7lying Fortresses bombed SHORTLAND I SLAND at 
4 a.m. llay llth with unobserved results. 

At 9 :40 a .m. Way llth, thirteen Dauntless dive 
bombers , one Avenger and eight Wildoate escorted by 
sixteen Corsairs bombed and etrated enemy posit ions, 
two barges and one tloat bi-pl ane in REKATA BAY, SA!iTA 
ISABEL ISLAND. The enemy seaplane was set on tire, 
No u.s. losses were sustained. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lhADOU~ or nu Co&N•...., a. Clair .fi.J:"Tr .... _ _,, . ...,_,.,.,(1 

~ , l! E .,.. 9 a .m. May 11 , 194J . 

• ~ ----- SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd.t 

On the morni ng of May lOth, eighteen Dauntl ess 
dive bombers and eighteen Avengers escor ted by twenty­
four Corsairs, sixteen Wi ldcats and eight Lightnings, 
after unsuccessfully searchi ng for enemy shippi ng i n 
the BLACKETT STRAIT Area, attacked enemy positions in 
the MUNDA Area, NEVI GEORGIA. MONDA POINT , GURASI, LEKA 
and L.A!.iBETI were bombed. Hi ts were scored on anti ­
aircraft pos i tions at MUNDA POINT and fires were started 
et GURASI . 

During the aft ernoon of May lOth, s i x Dauntl ess 
dive bombers and six Avengers esoorted by twenty-one 
Corsairs bombed VANGAVANGA ( sout hwest coast of 
KOLOMBM'GAl!A ISLAND). 

No U. S. planes were l ost in the day • s oper a tions , 

An i ncomplete report indicat es that f our ships out 
or a Japanese five-shi p convoy from TRUK, CAROLINE 
I SLANDS have been sunk by submarine action . Tbe r emaining 
enemy vessel i s damaged and dead i n t he wat er. Appar ently 
the submarine PLUNGE!! made t he attock and is at pr esent 
keeping the damaged enemy shi p under observation, after 
having expended all hel:' torpedoes. When available, 
further details wi ll be f orwar ded. 

- J64 -

Regraded Unclassified



-
UNITED STATES FLEET 
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~~ 

~~"_FT. 9 a.m. May 10, 194). 

SOUTH PAOIFIO ACTION {Cont•d . ) 

The following information has been received, based 
on a roassesament of damage sustained by enemy surface 
unite from mines in BLAClCBTT STRAIT (south of 
KOLOMBANQARA ISLAND) and our dive bomber attack on May 
8th:-

One destroyer badly da=aged and probably 
sunk. 

One destroyer badly damaged and beached. 
One destroyer badly da:aged. 
One destroyer slightly damaged. 

Bad weather prevented 108 ot our planes froa reaching 
these ships in order to complete the destructi on. 

The submarine DRUM, returnins from patrol north of 
NEW IRELAND, reports sinkins three enemy cargo vassals 
totaling 17, 000 tons . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

IC4D.C. 

9 a .m. May 9, 1943. 

SOUTH PAO!F1C ACTION (Cont' d ). 

Two enemy vessels damaged by our mines in BLJ.Ct<E'l'l' 
STHAIT (south ot KOLOMB.AMARA I l!L.A!ID , N .. ~ GEORGIA Group) 
scuttled themselves on the morning or Way 8th. A light 
cruiser or a destroyer ln the vicinity was reported aa 
possibly damaged. 

On the night ot ~ay 6- 7th, t~o Liberators harassed 
KAHIL!, BUIN Area, FAUllO I :.LA!lD and BALALE I SLAND, SHORT­
LAND Area. 

At 11 a .~. Way 8th, Dauntless Dive B~bers attacked 
several enemy destroyers near t he Sout heast coast or 
GIZO I SLAND, NEI. GEORGIA Group . One 1,000 lb. bomb hit 
was eoored on a destroyer in GI W anchor age . beveral 
near mi sses were observed on two other destr oyers . One 
Dauntless Dive Bomber i s missing . 

Three Avengers and thirty-two Cor sairs bombed end 
strafed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

9 a. m. Kay B, 1943. 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . l 

On the afternoon o! Kay 6th, an eno~ seaplane was shot 
down southwest or NEW GUINEA by one or our search planes. 
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CO~Ul'OCK FlU: UNITED STATES FLEET 
HRAJ>QUAH'!RS OP 'MiB COMMAKD&Jl IN CUUl:r 

~~fl E T NAVY DBPARTM.I'T, WASH .. OTO.,I>C. 

~ , •• ~ 9 a.m. !lay 7, 194) . 
"'<lo a SOUTH PACifiC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

On Kay 5th. a formation of Lightnings and Corsairs, 
totaling sixteen planes, strafed enemy installations on 
VELLA LA VELLA ISLAND, 'tWH GEORGIA GROUP. 

On t he morning of 6 May a force consisting of nine­
teen Dauntless, eighteen Avengers, and e ight NEW ZEALAND 
War hawks, escorted by thirty-two fighters, attacked I!IJNDA 
Airfield. Several fires were seen and numerous e.xplosions 
caused, Anti-aircraft fire was heavy. One Avenger was 
destroyed by anti-aircraft fire and one Wildcat is missing. 
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COMINCH Fll.E UNITED STATES FLEET 
H£ADQUAJmtRS OP T1tB COWWAND!R IN CHIRP. 

.Q~t/tPI. E -.vv DErAan.tBNT. WASJliNGTOJ<. o. c. 

Y F I " - T 9 a.m. Kay 5, 1943 . 
") ' ._'!J 

........ ...,. SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d . l 

On Kay 4 t wo attacking groups each of six Avengers , six 
Dauntless, and eight Corsairs struck, at the same time, VANGA 
VANGA and RING I COVE, KOLOilBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. 
These attacks followed a strafing and bombing of these areas 
by eight NEW ZEALAND Warhawks and sixteen Wildcats. Smoke was 
seen at RING! COVE and a fire at VANGA VANGA. Reports indicate 
the ventures were hi ghly productive. All our planes returned . 

On Kay 4 three Flying Fortresses bombed VILA, KOLONBANGARA 
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. The weather precluded observation 
of the r esults . A bombing of REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND, 
produced one fire . 

The Liberty Ship WILLIAI4 'IIILLI.Al4S, reported torpedoed by 
an enemy submarine on Kay 2, was still afloat and underway on 
Kay 3. 

The Submarine TROUT, returning from war patrol in t he 
WESTERN PACIFic, sank one, and set on fire, another trawler. 

The Submarine FLYING FISH, returning from another patrol 
in the same area, sank four enemy freighters totalling 28, 000 
tons, probably beached another of 5,000 tons, and one ship of 
?,600 tons managed to escape with two t orpedoes in her . 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
IIU.DOU...,. Of ,.. coa.a.wa. Dr Qalr 

IIA'f1 • ....,..,.. w• UOIO D.C. 

S~O'f\ET j'i1l"~ _! 9 a .m. May 4 , 194). 
~ SO~T~ PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

In the afternoon or Uey 2nd , s ix Aven~ers covered by sixteen Vtildoets hit the t or t;et a r es in ilr.NDA , NE\', GEOI10IA with ono halt' dozen blockbusters. 

On Yay Jrd , e dozen each or Avengers, Dauntless 
and Corsairs escorted by eight \.1ldcats , ei~t ·,;crhts.•ks and six Li~htnings , a total or 1'11'ty-ei~ht planes , bombed and strafed REKA1'A BAY , :SMTA IbABEL I:SLAND. Bivouuo ar ena , anti-aircraft positi ons nnd buildings ,.,ere hit . A laqe f ire was started . All our nlanes returned . 

On April )Oth, a third Liberty Ship, PETIR ~YL~~TER , of 7176 tons was unsuooessful.l,y attacked by an onerny 
submarine mi dwny between SUVA and TONCATABU in the south Pacif ic . 
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COMtSC:U FlU: UNITED STATES FLEET 
III AOQOAHI..ItS 01' TH.B OlM.MAfoi DI:Jt 11" CIIIIP 

'~ E I D&MXTN • • •T. WA$tli . ()TON, o.c . 

.,._... 9 a , m, llay 3, 1943. 
q"~ , 
j'' SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On May 2nd. aix Avengers escorted by sixteen Wildcat• 
bombed KUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. The east end of the airfield, 
runway, and revetaents were hit. 

On llay 1st . the Liberty Ship PHOEBE A. HEARST of 
7181 tons was torpedoed 265 miles southeast of SUVA, FIJI 
ISLANDS, by an anomy submarine. The ship exploded and sank 
five hours later. llost of the crew left the ship in two 
life boats. Eight survivors on a raft were rescued by a 
Flying Catalina and are now in SUVA. 

The Liberty Ship WILLIAJi WILLIAKS or 7181 tons was 
torpedoed by an ene~ submarine on Kay 2nd. about 240 miles 
southeast of SUVA, FIJI ISLAIIDS. Although the ship has been 
abandoned by her crew, reports r eceived indicate the pos­
si bility of towing the WILLIAU WILLIAIIS to port. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
• , . Jlu.Doo ..... Of,. Coeot·-. c..r 

( ~~ .... --.·· ...... .... 
~~ ~ }; Q .!.! ! .! '} a . m. !Jay 2 , 194J . 

' 

SOUTH PACI)70 ACTION (Cont ' d) 

Durin!~ t he earl y mor ni ng of April JOth , f ive Fly1118 
Ji'or t r eoses bombed KAIULI , llU I N Alll;A . 

L5ter on t he same morni ng , ni ne Avenger s , nine 
Dauntless Di ve Bombers and t our Cor sairs supported bY 
Fighter s attacked .1\Jl'IDA, m;-,, CEOI\CIA. 

Al t hough hampered by bod weather, tour Corsairs strufed 
REKATA BA~ SA.~A I~ I~~ D at 5:10 p. m. Apri l )Oth . 

- 356 -

Regraded Unclassified



I 

UNITE D STATE S FLEET 
Jl&ADooAJIIW Q# 1111 <))to(• .. Df Clair 

u n mr.unawr, w~o.c. 

9 a.m. May l, l 94J. ~jP-filf:T 
!P· '/'/ SOUTH PACIFIC ACT! ON ( Cont' d . ) 

A Liberator bombed NOMA NOMA , BOUOAINVILLE I SLAND 
at 6:45p.m. April 29th. 

During the night of April 29th, six Li berators 
bombed KIETA, BOUOAINVILLE ISLAND. Four fires were 
started , two of whioh were visible for 50 miles . 

KAHILI, BUIN Area was harassed by f i ve Flying 
Fortresses during the early morning of April JOth. A 
large t i re was started. 

Enemy installat ions at VILA, KOLOMBANOARA ISLAND 
were bombed and strafed by nine Dauntless di ve bombers , 
nine Avengers and four Airaoobras eeoorted by twenty­
ei ght Wi l dcats at ll:25 a.m. April 30th. 

At 5:10 p .m. April 30th, t our Corsairs strafed the 
bivouac area at REKATA BAY, SANTA I SABEL I SLAND. 

In all t hese oper ations , no u. s. planes were lost . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ru..oov~ or ta cow•,., • Clair 

~ un .. ..,_,, ,.......,.,D.c. 

~~~!!. ~ 1 T 9 a .m. Apr il 30, 1943 . 

SOUrd PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d.) 

At 5: 30 a . m. April 28th, a Japanese patrol of one 
officer and eight men , attempting to escape from 
CUADALCANAL by working up the coast in a small boat, was 
intercepted and wiped out by our troops in the vicinity 
ot BEAUFORT BAY (west coast of CUADALCANAL) . 

On Apri l 29th, one of our smal l task units was 
unsuccessfully attacked by a Mitsubishi t ype 1 bomber 
east of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND . 

During the morning or April 29th, 
Fortresses barassed KAHIL!, BUIN Area . 
visibility, results ware unobserved . 

two Flying 
Due to poor 

At 8 a .m. April 29th, six Avengers and si~ Daunt less 
dive bombers escorted by sixteen Wildcats at tacked MUNDA, 
NEW GEORGIA. Hits were scored on the runway , revetment 
area and on an anti-aircraft position. 

On the same day at 6: JO a .m., six Avengers , eight 
Dauntless dive bombers and four Corsa irs covered by 
eig ht Lightnings and eight other Corsairs struck OATERE 
on t he west coast of KOL0:4BANGAJlA I SLAND. A smell calibre 
anti- aircraft posit i on was sil enced and a barge pier 
destroyed. 

Later , at 3: 45p. m., eight Dauntl es s dive bomber s, 
s i x Avengers and four Corsairs escor ted by four Lightnings 
and eight Corsairs attacked PELPELI ( t wo miles northwest 
ot GATERE) . A fire was started . 

In ell these operations , no U. s. planes were lost. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Jlu.DouAnD~ or ta Colou.lft:D or Cllll7 

U'IT IIIPAI'I'Min, WAamcnaf, 0.. 0. 

~~~ET 9 a .m. April 29, 1943 . 

~ - - - - - ,.s,.ou"-T._,H"-"P_,A.:::C.._IFI"'"'C"-"A"'C"-T"-I"'ON,_,(..,C:.:=o::.:n-"t-'' ct,_· .,_..) 

The u.s. submarine GRAYLING, returning f r om patrol 
ott TARAKAN, VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE and MANILA, reports as 
follows: 

Maroh 28th - damaged and possibly sank 
a 10,000 ton tanker (NIPPON MARU oless) 17 
miles southeast of TARAKAN, BORNEO. 

April 7th - damaged a 7,000 t on cargo 
vessel with two torpedo hits in VERDE ISLAND 
PASSAGE (nort h of MINDORO ) and probably 
damaged a 1, 500 ton freighter with 20 mm 
tire. 

April 9th - attacked a six ship convoy 
escorted by destroyer s east ot MINDORO and 
sank a 7,000 ton freighter and a 6, 000 ton 
freighter . 

April 13t h - sank by gunfire a 2,000 ton 
oargo vessel 60 miles west or SAN JOSE, PANAY . 

April 18th - sank bY gunfire a 150 ton 
schooner 165 miles southwest or MAKASSAR. 
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oao.c. ,. U NIT E D S TATE S F L EET 
a.uoa ..... Of ,... coe.ou-. c::.ar 

S~~~[FT .... --·· 9 ~:~~April 29, 1943. 

p•' SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont ' d . ) 

On April 28t h a Liberator bombed KAHILI , BUIN Area. 
Another attacked VILA, KOLOMBAN:lARA ISLAND. Bad weather, 
which hampered flying operations, prevented observation 
ot resulta. 

The tollo~~ additional information has been received 
on the bombings or NAURU ISLAND and TARAWA, reported 1n the 
aummariee or April 21st and April 25th:-

Analysia ot photographs reveals that 
the phosphate refineries on NAURU ~~~ 
were destrgyed. Damage to other en~ 
install ations was considerable. 

Although complete details relative 
to the damage 1ntlioted on TARAWA have not 
been reported, i t is reported thet the damage 
was extensive. 

Japanese submarine activities continue ott the eastern 
ooast ot AUSTRALIA. The LYDIA M. CIIILDS reported being 
torpedoed 120 miles northeast or SYDNLT . A subsequent search 
tailed to locate the vessel or any survivors . 
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JluDOo....- or ,.. 0"-N ·.- • 0111r 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont ' d.) 

Twelve Liberatore nttaoked KAHIL! , BUIN Area , 
BALLALF ISLAND and VlLA, KOLOMB/JollARA ISLAND during 
the early morning or April 27t h . At KAHIL! , e.n enemy 
fighter wes encountered and driven orr without damage. 
A number of fi res were sta rted at BALLALE and VILA . 

Later on the same morning, five lortresses bo~bed 
KARILI . Due to poor via1bility reeults were unobserved. 

At 9:59 9.m. April 25th, one of our submarines 
sank an 8,000 ton esoortad eneoy carso vessel 2J5 ~lea 
northeast by north ot BALIXPAPAN, BORNEO. 
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"hDOO'- or ,.. OwM·== • Oar 

SOUTR PACIFIC ACTION (Oont 1 d .) 

Enemy pos i t i ons at KAHILI, BUIN Area were haras sed 
~ three Li berators on the eurlf morning or April 26th. 

It is believed that at lenat three Japanese 
submarines are operati ng in the BRISBANE Area. On April 
24th et 7 p.m. the Al.lied vessel KOV.ARRA ( 2100 gross tonal 
~ea torpedoed and sank 180 miles nor theast or BRISBANE. 
At l a .m. April 26th the Allied ahip LIM!RICK (8700 gross 
tone) was torpedoed and sank 130 miles southeast or 
BRISBANE. 
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UNITID STATI S FLIIT 
h"'"'_, 01.,. OMN·- • ~ 
una.~ w· l row:. o.c. 

~lJ1fr{E T 9 a . m. April 

~' SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont •d .) 

26, 19t.J. 

At 12:15 p.m. Apr il 25th, tour Corsairs , aft er 
atr sti ng enemy pos1t 1ona on KOLO"~ARA ISLAND, sighted 
end at tacked ten enemy bombers escorted by twenty Zeros 
over BURAKU ISLAND (95 miles west nor thwest or LUNGA 
POTh'T, GUADALCAN~. Tbe enemy planes were on a south­
eaoterly oouree apparently on a bombing ttdssi on. Attar 
losing five Zeros, the enemy reversed course and wee 
later seen !lying towards BOOOAINVILLE ISLAND. Two ot 
our planes are ttdes1Dg. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIUJlonMra~ ow,.. Cc»nc•wre • Clair 

itA. D.O. 

9 a .m. April 25 , 1943· 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd). 

A preliminary report indicates that a fol'oe of 
Liberatol's opel'e.ting f rom FUN.Al''UTI , ELLICE ISLAJIIDS , 
bombed enemy pos i t i ona on TARAI'IA, GILBERT ISLAJIIDS. 
Apparently , all our planes r et ur ned , although enemy 
anti-a ircraft fire and fight el' oppositi on was encountered. 
Analys i s of damage to enemy instal l ations has not been 
completed and therefore not reported . 

At 1: 45 p . m., Apl'il 24, twel ve (12) Avengers and 
twelve (12) Dauntless dive bombers , es cor ted by sixteen 
(16) v. ildcats , attacked revetments , anti-ail'craft 
positions and the rum~ay on MUHDA, Nl:.'W GEORGIA. A large 
fire and a heavy explosion were observed. Two buildings 
in the vicini ty of LM~TI PLANTATION, MONDA, were de­
stroyed and the RING I COVE A:r,ee was s trafed. No U.S. 
l osses wer e s ustai ned. 
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Oooaocooru UN ITED STATE S FLEET 
ftUDc)gAIIJW ot,... COm«•.,.. . c... 

un DII'AII!MDIT, WAI' .,.."'"'"'"*' o. c. 

s ~i~\E T 9 a . m. April 24, 1943 . 

Q~ ~S~OU~T~H~P~A~C~I~FI~C~A~C~T~I~ON~(~C~o~n~t~'~d~. ) 
The submar i ne TAUTOG , after completing a patrol in 

the vicinity of MAKASSAR, BANDA SEA and TIMOR , reports 
as rollo•,.,.s:-

March 4th - attacked by gunfire a J , OOO- ton cargo 
vessel 60 miles southwest of MAKASSAR, CELEBES. The 
enemy made good his escape 1n shal l ow water . 

!Jarol:l 10t h - destroyed by gun1'i re n 40- ton sampan 
nor theast of BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO . 

!.!arch 17t h - f i red a to1•pedo into a beached tanker 
previously damaged by aircraft on the southeast coast 
of BOETON, CELEBES. 

March 18th - destroyed by gunfire a 50-ton schooner 
in SALl ER STRAIT. 

April 9th - attacked a 5-shi p convoy with destroyer 
escort in BUTON STRAJ:T (between MOENA and BOETON , CELEBES) . 
Complete observation of results was prevented by depth 
charges. However , one destroyer and one 7 , 000-ton 
freighter were l ater observed to be beached and ere 
theret'ore considered damaged. Tbere is a possibility that 
another ship in the convoy may have been damaged. 
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Xu.Dou...,.. Ott ftll ~ Clf Clair 

SBP.ffET ....... -..·--u 
:v .x-_ R ~ ! 9 n. m. April 24, 194) • 

.... 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' d . ) 

The toll~Ning details ot interest heva been received 
in connection with the a erial engagement and the destruction 
ot thr ee enemy bombers over KAHILI , BUrN Area , reported in 
the summary ot April l8th:-

~our Lightnings , which di d ell the attacking, covered 
by t welve other Lightnings, sighted two bombers JJ miles 
northeast ot KABILI at 4,500 teet . The enemy bombers were 
escorted by ei x Zeros flying about 1 , 500 to 2 ,000 teet 
above and ali~tly to the rear . The Zeros struck at the 
Lightni ngs while the bombers parted and dived. One bomber 
was attacked at treetop level and cr&ahed in tl~es . The 
second bOGber, atter having its tail section shot ott , 
turned on ita back and crashed to the ground. Later, a 
third bomber was encountered wnen the Lightnings were 
>nthdra~~ng from the origi nal scene or action. This bomber , 
after being attacked, exploded in the air . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Bu.Dou ....... Of tD CO*N•JC!ft Dl' Oa:D 

S ~ .#tl:: T ....... - .. -~" 
~~ 1! 9 a . m. April 24 , 1943 . 
~ SOUTH PACIFI C ACTI ON (Con t ' d . ) 

Dive tor pedo bomber s attecke d MUNDA, NE\1 GEORGIA 
a t 4 p . m. April 22nd . Bombs wer e dropped on t he runway 
and on enemy ant i - airer aft positions which were sileneed. 
Late~, Corsa irs s trafe d the vieinity end set f ire to t hree 
grounded enemy planes. Following t hi s attack , the Cor sairs 
a t tacke d VILA, KOLOl.!BANGARA I SLAND. No (] . S . losses were 
susta ined . 

On the n ight of Ap r il 22n d , three Liberators bombed 
KAHILI , BUI N Area . 

At 7 : 45 e . m. Apr il 23rd , twelve Dauntless di ve 
bombers and fourteen Corsai rs bombed and str a fed enemy 
insta llations in REKATA BAY , SANTA ISAB£L ISLAND. No U. S. 
p l ane s were l ost. 

The following add itional details have been rscei vsd 
on the bombi ng of FUNAFUTI , menti oned i n yester day ' s 
suomary :-

The enemy bombers a t tacked twice befor e davm on April 
23r d . The first a t tac k of about fiv e planes caused two 
p e rsonnel casua l t i es and alight mater ial damage in a ddition 
to s everal small f ires . The s e cond wave of appr ox imately 
s ix bombers d estr oyed two par k ed Li ber ator s and dameged 
the r adio station . 
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s~~ET 9 a.m. April 2J, l94J. 

"' , ,.s~OU'l'H=C!..!P:.t:A~O.;,.IFI~C.w;A~C.:.T=.IO~Nc!...!(..!:C~o:!!n.!Ct ;...:' d~·:.L) 

Fighters strafed enemy installations i n the 
BOllGAINVrLLE STRAIT Area on April 21st. On t;he same 
day, a searob plane bombed en enemy radi o station near 
CAPE ALEXANDER, CHOISEUL I SLAND. 

Eight Flying Fortresses, four Liberators and seven 
Avengers attacked POPORANG I SLAND (southeast coast of 
SHORTLAND I SLAND) during the night of April 21st. Many 
tires were started, two of which were visible tor forty 
miles . 

At t he same time, two Avengers attacked en enetey 
oergo vessel west or PUFUKUNA POINT, BUIN Area. Hits 
vlere probably soored although observation was prevented 
by enemy night fighter interception. No U.S. losses 
were sustained. 

A preliminary repor t indicates t hat about f i ve 
enetey bombers attacked FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS between 
2:28 e.m. and 2:59a .m. April 22nd. Two personnel 
casualties have been reported end several small fires 
were started. Materiel damage is estimated to be light . 

An enemy submarine unsuccessfully at tacked the u . s . 
tanker VmSTERN SUN 180 miles east northeast of TUTUILA, 
S.AMOA. 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
HlfADOUII.ItTKitS OP' 1'118 C03dWASOER IN Ctmt:JI' s ~~ T NAVY DOPAI<TMKST, . .. IIINCTOS, D. C. 

~~ 4 p.m. April 22 1 1943. 

SOQTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont'd . l 

The Submarine TUNA r eturning f rom patrol ot the SHORT­
LAND ISLANDS and north ol the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, reports as 
follow•• -

March 30th. - Attacked a tour-ship convoy es­
corted by a subchaear and a corvette. One freighter 
ot 8,500 tons was sunk. 

Although depth charged attar the tiret attack, 
the TUNA returned on Karch 31st. and again attacked 
the convoy1 scoring one torpedo hit and probably 
s1.nldng a b 0500-ton freighter. Subsequent depth 
charge attaeke prevented re-establishment or con­
tact with the remainder of the convoy. 
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UKITID STATE S FLIIT 

194J . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont•d. ) 

Flying in bad weather, five Liberators bombed 
ene~ey inatal letiona in NOMA MnlA Harbor , BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAND on the night of Apri l 20th. Re sults were 
unobserved . 

At 7: 40 a .m. April 20th, eight Avengers and t welve 
Dauntless dive bonbers attacked LtmiDA, !IE'.7 G!OIDIA. lilts 
were aoored on the runway and in tbe dispersal areas . 
Bne~ey anti-aircraft poa1t1one were eilenoed and several 
tires started. 
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COwiSQI FlU UNITED ST ATES FL EE T 

HIAOOUAitTIU 01' Ttl! COMt.IANOII IN Ctu&ll' s s;. Qfl·E T """ D61'ART>II<."· WA$111 •• ,..,., • • c. 

~ I I 4 p. m. April 21, 1943. 

~ SO!JTH .PACIFIC ACUOI! (Cont'd . ) 

On April 2lat. a force ot twenty- t wo Liberators aade a 
daylight boab1nc attack on HAURU ISLAND 1n the GILBBRr Group. 
In apite ot hea.y ant1-a1.rcratt tire and defending tishter 
planes, IIUch daaace wu done to the phosphate works . Our 
boabera 1hot down t 1we Zeros. There 1a a poaaib111ty ot two 
•ore Zero• heYins been destroyed. 

lll our planea returned, although t hree were damaged. 
Nine or our per1onnel were wounded , two ot t hea ser i ously. 
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UN ITE D STATES FLEET 

SO!JTH rACIFIC ACTION (Cont 'd. l 

On Apr1l 19th, 17 tons of bombs were dropped by eeven 
Fortreaees on KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. 

At t he a~e time ten Avengers were blasting the KAHILI 
Airfield, runways, and contiguous territory 1n the BUIW AREA, 

Three hours later seven 1110re Avengers struck at ehip­
Pin& 1n TONALEI Harbor BUIN AREA. One freighter received a 
direct hit and a aeeo~ freighter was subjected to several 
near lliuee, 

On April 2oth. a group or Avengers and Dauntless planes 
dropped bombs on the runway and defensive positions at MONDA, 
NEW GEORGIA. Anti-aircraft fire was silenced at several places 
and a large fire was started which continued to burn !or one­
hal! hour. 
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t iUDQUAJtTJUtS ot: THP: CO~JMANnu IK emu SJ1i ~ T ••vv nl!l'AAn.tl!l<T. WASJU,GTO,, o. c. 

9 a.m. April 20, 1943. 
Q 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTIQN (Cont 1 d.} 

The enemy dropped 17 bombs1 including incendiaries, 
on GUADALCANJ.L dur1lll the night or April 18th.-19th. A 
aa&ll arms duap caught !ire, one o! our aircraft suffered 
damage, and two men were wounded. 

The attack occasioned the debut or the P-70'• (night 
Ughtera) which accounted !or one ot the e.nemy bombers. 

During the night o! April 18th. a !ormation or 
Liberators registered hits on the runway at KUNDA, NEW 
GEORGIA. A large explosion was also heard. 
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IIIAVT DII'AftWI:IIT. WloliKDfCJ1'0ef, D.C. 

Si~~'ET 9 a .m. April l9, 

~ SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

194,3. 

Twelve Dauntless dive bombers and thirteen Wildcats 
attacked MUNDA , NEW GEORGIA on t he afternoon of April 
17th. Hits were scored on t he dispersal and runway areas . 

During the night or April 17th, formations ot 
Liberators, Fortresses and Avengers attacked KAHIL! , BUIN 
Area. Hits were soored on the runway and dispersal areas 
resulting in tires visible for 30 miles . All our planes 
returned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
liiADQUAITUS 01' THI COM)fAJ~DIA lrf CHliP 

NAVY DlrAaTME~'T. WASIUI'IO'TON, 0, C. 

~ ~ ..- 10 a,m, April 18, 1943 

•~- - • 8Q9%H PA&IliC ActiO!! (Coot 'd , ) 

At 9•30 p . a. April 16, eleYen Avencers 1 five Fortreases, 
and nine Liberator& attacked ene~ inatallat1ons and ship­
pine at IW!ILI and BAT.t.u.B, SHORTLA!ID AREA. One near aile 
on an oiler waa scored in addition to a hit aloncside or a 
oarco veaael, "o ~ited State• 1011es were auatained. 

Two enear planes boabed our GOADALCANAL poa1tiona on 
the nicht or April 16. A aaall tuel duap wa• set on tire 
and three .. n were wounded. It ia believed that one or the 
eneay plane& was shot down by our anti-aircraft tire, 

On April 18 a nuaber or our L1cbtn1nga engaged two 
eneay bollbera, e1eorted by six Zeros over KAHIL!, B~ AREA. 
Two boabera and three Zeros were shot down. Later another 
enaay boaber waa encountered and destroyed, One ot our 
tighter plane& ia ll11a1ng. 

On the nicht or April 17 two Avengers attacked one 
large eneay carco veaael and another •outhaast or FAOR0 1 
SHORTL.t.ND ARJU. FiYe hits were aeored on the larce veuel, 
estiaated to be 10,000 tons, and this Yaasal was lat er seen 
with decks awash. 

On tha &&II& nicht two other ,bengera encountered t wo 
eneay carco Yesaela northwest ot POPOKDWA, BOOGAINVILLE IS­
LAID. Two bite were aeored on one vessel and seYeral near 
lliuea on the other. BneiiY installations at IWJILI, BOD! 
AREA, were ~110 bollbed, 
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A ._-I&ADQUAR'TER$ OF ,.Ut: eo~u .. tA!'oiD!Jt IS CIU!P 

~.jm\E T "AVY DBI'ARTMB>~. w:o.:~~~··:~ril 
'1$ ..,. 

17, 1943. 

'O~'<) 
SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . l 

The Submarine TAliBOR, returning f r om patr ol in CELEBES­
SOLO SEAS, r eporta scoring one hit with three torpedoes 1n 
a 2 , 500-ton Karu orr the southern tip or NEGROS ISLAND on 
22 March and d&lll&ging an eacorted 5,~ton llaru 1n another 
attack on 29 Karch ott the northeast tip or PANAY ISLAND • 
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HU.oouuna Or 111X COIOWIDIII DC CMtlr 

llAVT t:CP.utTWDIT, WASHDratOIII, D.C. 

S&~ET. ~~~1E'T 9 a .m. April 16 , 194) • 

• ~ - ---- SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd. J 

At 11: )0 a.m. April 15th, six Avengers and f i fteen 
Wildcats bombed the runway and dispersal area at MUNDA, 
NEW GEOOOIA. 

Later on the same day at 2: )0 p . m., two Avengers 
and four Corsairs escor ted by f ift een Wildcats attacked 
and sank en 80-foot camoufl aged vessel in REKATA BAY, 
SANTA I SABEL ISLAND. 

VILA , KOLO~ffiANGARA ISLAND was a t tacked at 4: 08 p .m. 
April 15th by five Dauntless diva bombers support ed by 
fourtoen Wildoets. A building, believed to be a power 
generating sta t ion, was destroyed. 
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HuDou.ur!IM Of' ,.. Cc»oc.aJJlmm Of CJau 

un rmo.unawt, w.....a.Q'I'Ok D.C. 

• 

S~ET 
r.~"z< $!' _ J'd ! 9 a .m. April 15, 194). 

~" fl>yr 
.~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d . ) 

At 4:20 p.m. April 14th , six Avengers and s i xteen 
Wildcats bombed and strafed three camouflaged enemy 
barges in VIRU ll.AllBOR, NEW GEOIDI A. Three fires were 
started . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

14. 1943· 

8001~ PACIFIC ACTION (Cont• d .) 

On the night of April 12th, two Liberators bombed 
L!UNDA, NEW GEilRGIA. 

At 8:15 a.m. April l)th, el even Avengers supported 
~ fourt een Corsairs and seven Light nings bombed and 
strafed MONDA, ~~GEORGIA. Hits wera s cored and fires 
started in an ammunition dump and bivouac area. Bombs 
were dropped on t he runway and dispersal areas. One 
Corsair i s missing due, apparently, to engine difficulty . 

It is reported that an Allied merchant ship of 
und i sclosed tonnage was sunk by an enemy submarine 210 
miles south southwest or Sydney • 
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~~~ET 
-~ '-'

0 SOUTH PACI!'IC 

9 a.m. April 1), 194J. 

ACTION (Cont ' d,) 
i 

On the evening or April 11th, seven Lightnings and 
eight Corsairs strafed REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND 
a.nd silenced four enem.y ent1-e.ircrart positions. 

At midnight April 11th - 12th, a Catalina dropped 
bombs on MUNDA, liRW GEORGIA. 
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C0)r.UXCJI FlU UNITED STA T ES FLEET 
HIADQUARTilltS OP Ttll~ COMMA:O:t>e:R IN CHIIW 

NAVY Dt:PARTM!!.NT, WASIUHCTON, 0 , C. 

11~·~ 
~S~·CRET 
~ al.liO!ll'li!&.!Hii...I:P;aAo~oC..,Ut.IIIlCuA.xCT~I.:ON!II!l....I(..IIC:!Zon!!.ti.':..idu•...L) 

4 P••• April 12, 1943. 

At 9120 p.•. April lltb, aeven Flying Fortreaaea at­
tacked Ul!ILI, BUIN ARU. two Fortreuea tailed to return, 
apparently due to unfavorable weather, Reaulto ot thia 
attack W8re unobserved. 

At 7•30 a , m, April 12th, six !veneers and twenty­
three Wildcat. bo•bed and atrated VILA, KOL<*BANGAR.t I SLAND, 
and atarted a !ira in a bivouac area, At the .... time 
three Avencera attacked RINGI COVE (three milea northwest 
ot VILA) and started a tire. No U.S. planea were lost. 
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RUDQu..,.. Of' ,.. CCtof•== • c.. 

SOtMrn PACrFIC ACTI ON (Cont'd . ) 

On the n~ht or April lOth and 11th, o Catalina ~ 
bo:nbed 1JUNDA, NE\. GEORGIA. A smtoll tire was st arted. 

At 6:57a.m. April 11th, twelve Avengers bombed / 
~lUNDA, NEW GEOR:: IA. Hi t a wer e aoored on the runway and v 
onti-air oratt posit i ons . · Fires ond heovy explosions 
were observed . 

On the early morning or April llth, three Liberators./ 
harassed KJU£tLI , BUIN Area. Bomba were dropped on the 
runway end ac!Jaoent ant1-a1rcrol't poaitions . 

A eeoroh pl ene operating t r 0111 OUADALCAtiAL s~hted 
end attacked on the early afternoon or Apri l 11th an / 
enecy formation of one light cruiser and several 
destroyers 200 m1les northeast or KAVIENC, NBI"i IREI.A:ID. 
Four bombs were dropped. Results have not been reported . 
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III.AOQUAUU$ OP' Ttll C0NI4AHDI& lr4 Clllt, s E~H t4AVY DIPAITM&NT. WA!IHitfGTOtrt, D. c. 

+J"fi) E T 9 a.,., April 
Q~ 

11, 1943. 

SOJJ%H PACIPIC Act lOR (Cgnt t d , ) 

<:a tbe ni&bt or .tprU 9tb. and lOth. the 8u~1ne 
POMPAIO, operatin& orr kONsau, 3apanese a.pire, sicbted 
and attacked an enem7 aur!aee roraation or a1x .. dium and 
one larce ship. Tbe latter T .. ael 11 belined to 'M the 
aircraft carrier BHO~ (lencth - 826 reet1 speed - 30 
knots , plane aapaaity- 63), Attar haTin& rired six tor­
pedoes, three ot which exploded preaaturely, the POMPANO 
reports that she heard two possible bits on the carrier. 

!he latest report reeeiTed on the air action oTer 
GUJ.D.lLC.lll.tL on April 7th, into~• that twenty-!iTe Zeros 
and twelTe diTt boabers ware shot down, in addition to 
two &n8~ planes which were seen to crash-land 1n the water. 
<:ae ene~ dive bomber crew has been captured. or the seTen 
planes lost onlJ two or our pilots are aissinc. 

It 11 reported, but not eontir .. dt that the Subaarine 
TUNNY scored seven torpedo bits on two Japanese auxiliary 
airorart carriers south or TRUX. 

A U.S. 8ubaar1ne 1 on April 9th, 1 attacked an ene~ 
oonToy or !iTe .. rohant Teoaels escorted by a destroyer and 
by aircratt 1n tbe CBLI!BBS .lRE.t. One aerchant ship and one 
destroyer are known to haft been beached tollowin& this at­
tack. 
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S 
c-. HIA.DQVARTUS Of TH' CoJoU.tA!"DICR IH CIIIU 

~:oR E T DEPAJtntiHT. WA.JIIlto'OTO!f, D. c . 

.. ~~l.t 
~~ \1' 4 p,11 , .t.prU 10, 1943. 

SQ!!TH PACIFIC ACtiO!! (Cont 1d . ) 

on April 7th. at 10 p.11. the o .. troyer STBOKG, 
while encaced in acreening a task Porce, 4$ ailes north 
northweat ot CAP! Sll11'1ILL! (aut and or B.llf CRISTOBAL 
ISLAND), encountered a surfaced subaarine believed to be 
a ainelayer ot the I-121 type. The aubaarine was aunk by 
gun- fire attar three ~ h1ta were eoor ed in addition to 
11&1\Y 40 IIIII and 20 IIIII bit a. After the an&JIIY sank stern 
!iret t wo ~aptb oharc• patterns were dropped to coaplete 
the destruction. 

( 

- 328 -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
Ooomoar,.. UNITED STATES FLEET 

RIADQo.uno.. cw ftD eo.ou..m. • Clair 

9, 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cone' d.) 

The sub~arine GUDGEON returning from patrol in 
the vicinity of SOERABAJA, JAVA and BALI.KPAPAN, BORNEO 
reports sinking 29,539 tons or possibly 35,243 tons of 
enemy shipping as follows : 

March 2:<nd - a t tacked e seven-ship destroyer 
and corvette escorted convoy 33 miles north 
northeast o1· SORRABAJA s i nking a 6, 965 ton 
ship end a 5,254 ton vessel. In addition , two 
torpedo hits were scored which probably sank 
another vessel of 5,704 tons. 

March 24th - at tacked with torpedoes and 
gunfire an enemy subchaser 65 miles east 
northeast of SOERABAJA. Three 3- inch hits 
wel"e scored. 

March 29th - sank wi tb four torpedoes a 
10 ,020 ton tanker (KOKUYO class) 115 mi l es 
northeast of BALI.KPAPAN . At noon of the same 
day , the GutGEON sank w1 tb two torpedo hi ts 
a 7,)00 ton tanker 185 miles north northeast 
of BALI.KPAPAN. 
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s~l=.~ .... --· .. ,000. .... 

c R 1!: :F T 9 a .m. April 9, 194J. ' - ----
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd . ) 

In e%tremely bad weather, rive Avengers bombed 
KAHII.I, 8UIN Area at 4:20 a . m. April 8th . Twelve 
Avengers set out to participate in the attack. One 
pl ane crashed after taking ott end aix are reported 
missi ng. Two Plying Fortresses ordered to aaslat 
by illumination tailed to looata the target . 

At 4:35a.m. Apri l 8th, two Flying Fortresses 
bombed enemy searchlight and ant1-airorar t installations 
at KAHILI , BUIN Area. Complete observa tions or results 
was not possible duo to poor visibility. 

An additional report relative to the enemy elr 
attack on our shipping at TULAOI end OUADALCANAL on 
t he afternoon ot April 7th follows: 

The deatroyer AARON WARD and the fleet 
oiler KANAWHA end the New Zeal11.nd oorvette 
MOA ere a~. The fuel bulk F.RSKINE PHELPS 
and the naval osrgo vessol ADHARA are 
dernaged. Minor damage was au stained by 
other croft. Thirty-three to thirty-four 
enemy planes were destroyed by fighters and 
ships• gunfire. We lost seven or our planes. 
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SOUTfi PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

Aa a reeult of this attack, inoomplete reports 
i ndicate the following damage to our aurtaoe unite: 

The New Zealand Corvette MOA aunk, All 
hande reaoued exoept three enlisted men. 

The u.s. Tanker KANAWHA damaged but 
probably will be saved. Personnel oaaueltiea 
are unknown. 

The Yard Distri ct Ollar XRSKINE PHELPS 
damaged and leaking badly. Will probably 
be eaved. 

Later thAt afternoon at J:l7 p.m., the tanker 1 
TAPPARANNOCX and the destroyer 'iOODWARD were strafed 
by ane,q planes twenty miles east ot LUUJA PODiT and 
suffered minor da~~~age . At J:JO p. m. , the badly danaged 
AARON WARD aanlc olose to TENETB PODiT, FLORIDA ISLAND. 
In t hese aotiona , at least ten Japanese pl anes were sbot 
down. 
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T 9 a.m. April 8, 1943. 
~ -

SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

A delayed report informs that VILA, KOLOIJBAOOARA 
ISLAND was attacked on April 6th at 6:15 a.m. Qy 
fourteen Dauntless dive bombers supported by four 
Ave.ngers and eleven Wildcats. Bits were scored and a 
large tire was started. No u.s. planes were lost. 

During the night of April 6th - 7th, Catalinas 
harassed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. At about the same 
time, Flying Fortresses attacked KAHIL!, BUIN Ares end 
BALLALB ISLAND , NEW GEORGIA Group . A Fortress bombed 
and scored two near misses on two enemy gasoline 
tankers north of MANNING STRAIT (between CHOISEUL 
ISLAND 8Ild SANTA ISABEL ISLAND). 

On the early morning of April 7th, fourteen dive 
bombers and tour Avengers escorted by fighters attacked 
VILA, KOLOMBA.NGARA ISLAND. Hits were observed on two 
enemy anti-aircraft positions end in the bi vouac area. 
A large fire was started. 

At 12:15 p.m. April 7th, six Avengers and six 
Dauntless dive bombers escorted Qy twelve f ighters 
attacked REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. An enemy 
tour-engine flying boat was destroyed. All our planes 
returned. 

On April b h at 7:25 p .m., about three enemy 
planes bombed GUADALOANAL. No casualties have been 
reported but very light damage was sustained, in the 
LUNGA POINT, bivouac area. 

At 2:40 p.m. April 7th, fifty enemy bombers and 
forty-eight fighters attacked our shipping at 'I'ULAGI 
and KOLI POINT, GUADALCANAL. Sixty-seven of our 
fighters engaged the enemy and~het down ~~·p~-PPi 
Zerop a~d five dive b~t~a, other enemy plane was 
!iter o served ~o ·~asli~--lrt lost six Wi ldcats and one 
Airacobra. One or our- pilots wee recovered. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
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NAVY DI!PA.RTMI.NT, WAiiiiNc;TOS, D. ( , 

4 p. a. April 7 1 1943 

SootH PACIFIC 4C!IQJ! (Copt•4 . ) 

At 3t30 p.m. on April 7th. the OtJAD.lLC.tll.ll. .lREI. na 
.ubjeeted to an eneiQ' air ra14. rhe Deatro)'er UBOII lf.lBD 
••• aerioual)' daaaced b)' two d1Ye boab h1te and a near 
alae. ODe enc1narooa and both t1raro0111 were tlooded. Her 
aa1n deok 1& naeh. She 1s beln& towed to TtiiJ.GI b)' the 
Aux111ar)' 8ubaar1ne R .. cue Veuel 01\fOLAI'I . The Aux1l1ar)' 
!u& VIJIBO 1a alone aide ot the UBOII WARD puapln&. The 
ORfOLAII olailla aha Ilea ahot down three Japanese aireratt. 
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SOOTH PACIFIC ACTIO!! (Cont ' d . ) 

On April 7th. six Dauntless (Douglas Dive B~mbers) , 
escorted by six Li s htnings (Army P- 38 ' sl , bonbed VILA , 
KOL01lBANGAllA ISLAND , NE'.7 GEORGIA Group , 

Fires were start ed . Ono Dauntless made a for ced 
'Hater lal'ld inc aftor the attack. \'lhon last seen , pilot 
and gunner wore rowing ashore off bAl:IATA POII:T , REIIDOVA 
I SLAJ.'D , I:E",/ GEOHGIA Group . 
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, SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1cl , l 

At 2:31 a .m. April 4th. a promisine attack was ox­
ecutecl on an enemy submarine by the destroyer O' BAIINO!I i n 
total darkness 52 miles north northwe st of the RUSSELL I S­
LAilDS . The submarine was attacked on the surface by gun­
fire at a range of 500 yards . Apparently, hit s were scored 
as the enemy remained on the surface dead in the wa tar , On 
the second approach, the O' BANNON closed the range and hurl­
ed depth charges by projector which landed on and close to 
the submarine , causing heavy explosions other then t he depth 
charges . The submarine then submerged , onl y t o resurface 
at an extreme angl e, f ollowing which the enemy submerged 
again. Sound contact was obtained ant! the submerged subma­
rine was attacked by depth charges . A heavy Diese l oil 
slick appeared , No further motion of t he enemy was apparent , 

The Submarine '.1AHOO, returning from patrol of the EAST 
CHINA and YELLCJ.'I SEAS, reports as follows :-

(a) Sank three ships off: DARIEN, (KOREA) , 
(b) Sank two ships off CHINIIAI.!PO ( KOREA ) . 
(c) Sank two ships off PORT ARTHUil. 
(d) Sank two ships in middle YELLO'.'I SEA. 
(e) Sank one ship in COLIIETT STRAIT (60 miles 

south of KAGOSHIMA BAY ) . 

A total of 37 ,000 t ons . In addition , a 6 , 000- ton enemy 
cargo vesse l was damaged a.nd a trawler and sampan destroyed. 

The Submarine GRAYBACK , returning from patrol of the 
SHORTLAllD AREA and waters to the north , reports scoring two 
torpedo hits on a cargo vessel. 

The Subnarine HADDOCK scored tl~ee torpedo hits on an 
enemy cargo vessel carrying a load of tanks i n the CAROL!~~ 
ISLAli'DS AREA , The submarine was damaged by depth charges and 
is r eturning to its base . During t he depth charge attack the 
HADDOCK reached a depth of 422 feet, and was r eported stmk by 
the Japanese Laccor ding to Commanding Officer ' s report) . 
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QI~D.C. 

9 a . m. April 4, 194) . 

SOUTH PACI FIC ACTI ON (Cont ' d .) 

I n the aerial battle over RUSSELL ISLANDS on 
April 1st, l ater reports indicate that ei ghteen enemy 
planes were shot down and not sixteen as previously 
reported. 

One or our reconnaissance pl anes on April 2nd 
depth charged and bombed a submerged enemy submari ne 
west of NEI'• GEORGIA I SLAND. Results were unreported. 
Later, t hi s plane encountered an enemy f l oat plane 
and shot i t down. Still later, two enemy planes were 
encountered whioh were suooassfully fought off . 
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...... 
~\I' 9 a .m. April 3, 1943. 

SO 'TH PACD'IC AC'!'!ON (Coot ' d. . ) 

On April 2nd . seven Li&htnings and six Corsairs at­
tacked a small enemy cargo vessel at an unidentified an­
chorage at VELLA LA VELLA (SOLOL!O:l ISLA!:OS). The vessel 
was badl y d.amaued and ·se t on fire . In executing t his a t­
t ack , Lightni ngs dropped their belly tanks on the vessel , 
r egistering three hits. A run with incendi ary bombs fol­
lowed and set the ship on fire . 
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~ l 9 • · "'· April 2, 194J • 
.,. .. 

~~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' d . ) 

Thirty to forty Zeros were engaged by twenty-eight 
Wildoate, seven Ooredrs and six Lightnings over the 
ROSS!LL ISLANDS at 10:40 a . m. April lat. Sixteen enemy 
planes were shot down. \~a l ost eix planes. However, 
two pi lots were reeoued. 

On the night or Maroh Jl s t - Apri l 1st a night 
flying Catalina oontaoted an enemy eurtaoe formation or 
f ive destroyers and one oargo vessel southwest ot 
KOLO!dBA!lCARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. The Catalina 
bombed the formation and then led Army Liberators into 
a low altitude attack. Results were unobserved. 

An enei!IJ twin angina bO!!Iber on March JOth bo::~bed 

two or our emsll patrol vessels east or SAN CRISTOBAL 
I SLAND, apparently with unsucoeastul results . 

A formation ot dive bombers and fighters attacked 
SUAVANAU PLANTATI ON on tha southeast coas t ot REKATA 
~.SANTA I SABEL I SLAND on March Jlst . Results of this 
at t ack have not been reported. 

- Jl8 -
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• 
UNITED STATES FL EET 

RI&Dou...,.. Of Nil co.o..un:. • aa. 

SJ..T 9 a . m. Aprill, 1943. 

,.., SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Si xteen Dauntless di ve bombere and twenty-three 
Wildoate raided KUNDA , ~ GEORGIA on the afternoon 
or Maroh JO tb. All planes returned after scoring 
hits on t he runway and revetment area where tires 
were started. Followi ng the raid, n reoonnalssanoe 
plane reported that considerable damage was done to 
the runway. 
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