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ComiNcH FiLE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 1N CHIEF

'Ih NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
Eé ﬁ = I
4 p.m. 31 July, 1943,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On July 29th in the MUNDA AREA, some advance wag
made all along the front. Tanks and flame throwers were
advantageously employed. Attacke continued agesinst pre-
viouely by-passed centers of enemy resistance.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C,

TR
M-'ﬂgi“.!" 9 a.m, 31 July, 1943.

oD Lot
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

0
At 8:45 a.m. July 30th, uifhtecn Navy Dauntless
dive bombers and elghteen Navy vengers bombed and

strafed four unamgﬁgun gﬂlltlnnﬁ on the west side of
BAIROKO HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA. Numerous hits were

scored,
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50 PACIFIC ACTION t!

Commich FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
B

At about 3 P.M, July 29th, four Army Mitchells bombed
and strafed enemy positlone on the southeast and west
coaet of KOLOMEAN ISLAND. An enemy barge wae sunk
in the WEBSTER COVE AREA, g building damaged, and several
fires started. In addition, a barge was sunk at HAMBERI,
west coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

Eight Navy Corsairs aauurtingﬂtha bonbers, strafed
bulldings in PCRAPORA VILLAGE at SANDFLY HAREOR.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

In the MUNDA AREA, strong enemy poeitions are making
progreas difficult all aleng the line,

On July 27th, the 43RD DIVISION in posltion on the
left flank, advanced two hundred yarde agalnet strong
resletance. Fourteen additional enemy pillboxes were
neutralized. Patrol activity continued on the north
flank held by the 148TH INFANTRY,

During July 28th, some progrese wae made along the
entire front.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMAMNDER IN CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

“sgaﬁglgg E T 9 a.m. 29 July, 1943,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Motor torpedo boats attacked four and sank two enemy
‘ggr es in BLACKETT STRAIT, southwest coset of KOLOMBANGARA

At 5:30 a.m, July 27th, elx Army Fortresses attacked
enemy poeltlons at KIHILI and BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND
AREA. Enemy night fighters shot down one of the bombera.,

Later on the same morning, Navy Dauntlese dive bombers
and Avengere, escorted by Wildoate, Corsairs and Lightnings,
dropped thirty-five tone of bombe on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

During the afterncon of 28 July, twenty-three Army

Mitchells, escorted by twelve Corssirs, attacked enemy

gmlunn 6t WEBSTER COVE, south coast of KOLOMBANGARA
D.

]

During the morning of July 28th, etrong formationes
of Navy Avengers and Dauntleess dive bombere, escorted by
Coreairs and Wildecats, attacked enemy positions in the
MUNDA AREA. One Dauntlees returned damaged,
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v

UTH PACIFIC TION i
aw orgla und Operations

In the MUNDA gector, our ground troope are moving
ahead slowly but surely. At nightfall 26 July, the 1l03rd
Infantry, on the south and shoreline end of our line, had

gone beyond TETERA. Thie pute them Just a little cver a
mile from the east end of the MUNDA airfield. Our other

forward line unlte are advancing and hitting local strong
gpote. A few of these were bypassed. BSubsequently pocketed

by our advance, they are now belng wiped out.

In the north, both sides are clashing in small patrol
ections. An enemy outpost has been reported ae destroyed.
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SEREWET—

5@ URET 9 a.m. 28 July 1943.

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
CENTRAL PACIFIC

On 26 July mbout 7:30 in the evening an enemy submarine
was picked up st MIDWAY by shore batteries about two miles
south of the channel entrance. The sub submerged at cnce,
Later, around nine o'clock, flares agaln picked up the terget
at about 2,200 yards. She was teken under f'ire imuediately
and forty-two rounds were iired. It 1s reported that one hit
was made, but our planes were unable to verify the T'eot.

The sub diseppeared off the rader shortly before ten o'eclock.

Around ten o'eclock on the morning of 2Y July, eight
of our Liberators causht the enemy off base 8t WARE ISLAND
by & quliek return wvislit. UOriginslly 12 planes were scheduled
to make the trip but Tour returned because of Taulty engine
performance.

Approximately twenty-ITive Leros intercepted, of which
seven were destroyed, wlth five probably dectroyed and three
others damaged. In spite ol heavy alrcraft fire, fraguen-
tation and incendiary bombs were placed on the western end
of the islend and the balance in the central ssotion.

All our planes returned szafely. There were no injuries
or casualties.

The submarine Drum returning from s war patrol in the

EISMARCKS-S0LOMONS area reportssinkine en 8,600 ton freignter
with thres torpedo hits,.
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S ﬁ f‘? DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
%ﬂ. BEZI 3 p.m. 27 July 1943, 7
o®

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

A Naval officer has succeeded in escaping from the
Japanese prison camp at DAVAO, MINDANAO, PHILIPPINE
ISLANDS., 1In excellent physical condition, he reported
for duty in BRISEANE, AUSTRALIA, 26 July.
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%

% NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
SRET
ECRET

9 a.m. 27 July, 1943.

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont'd.)

Early in the morning of 26 July, Avengers and Desuntless
planes bombed anti-aireraft positions et LIBULO RILL in the
MUNDA area.

The Avengers scored seventeen bulls-eye hits and it is
recorded two fires were started and anti-aireraft guns were
put out of commission. Two Dauntless end Avenger planes
each were hit. The orew of one Avenger, which wes forced
into the sea, was rescued.

During the morning of 26 July, s formation of Liberators
covered by Lightnings, Corseirs, Warhewks, esnd Kittyhawks,
bombed RIHILI, BUIN aree. Hits were scored in the camp
geotion and on the runway, which was covered with plenes.

In spite of the intensity of the attack, some thirty
Zeros were able to teke off and attack stragglers in our
return formation in the vicinity of KOLOBANGAHA. One of
our Corsairs was shot down but the pilot wes sble to bail
out; snother one was forced do.n on the water near an island.

One Liberator, which was uneble to participaste in this
atteck, dropped ita bombs on the VILA runway, ROLOBANGARA.

At midnight, 24 July, eight Liberators from MIDWAY
bombed WAKE ISLAND. Thirty Zeros intercepted them. MNine
Zeros were reported destroyed with four probably destroyed
end five others dameged. In addition to this force, the
enemy also had in the air, ten fighters and rive Multi-
motored planes. The island's anti-aireraft fire was neavy
end accursate.

It 1s reported that 90% of our bombs fell on the desig-
nated targets; and that the depth charges dropped in the
water target sectors. One bomb hit started a large explo=-
slon on the runway.

OQur losses were one plane in aotion, one in landing
and four severely deamaged by the enemy's gunfire. Personnel
casueltles were; five offlcers and six enlisted men missing,
one enlisted man killed, two officers seriously wounded and

A 17056 three men wounded slightly.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
HAYY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

+

YLEET 9 a.m. 26 July, 1943.

S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,]

At 9:00 a.m., July 24, seventy-three Navy Avenger
torpedo planes and Dauntless dive bombers, escorted by
forty-elght Navy Wildcats, attmcked the BARROKO area.

Later on tnat day, the saeme type of planes dropped twenty-
five tons of bombs on enemy gun positions in the MUNDA area.

During the night of July 24-25th, Hetoistes—e—==a

destroyers bombarded WUNDA, NE\ GEURGIA. Shore Tire
opposition was silenced.

At 4:00 a.m. July 25th, enemy planes bouwbed ULIANA
BAY, NEW GEORGIA. No damage or casualties were sustained.

During July 25th strong formations of Army heavy
bombers, medium bombers and Navy dive bombers, suppoTrted

by Army and Navy fighters, attacked MUNDA, NEw GEORGIA.
One neavy bomber did not return to its base.
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HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

RE F 9 a.m. 25 July, 1943.

N SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

A 17056

On July 24th, eighteen Navy Dauntless dive bombers

end sixteen Navy Avengers, escorted by twenty-two
fighters, attacked enemy positions at MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

Results were unobserved. One Avenger was shot down by
anti-siroraft fire but it is belleved that the crew was

recovered.

The submarine TINOSA scored twelwve torpedo hits into
the enemy tanker TONAN MARU (19,000 tons). Out of the
twelve hits, it 1s reported that only one was & good
explosion. The tenker did not sink.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On July 23rd, the ground situation remained unchanged.

Early on July 24th, additiocnal supplies for our
foroces were landed at ENOGALI by hizh speed transports
(old destroyers). The transports were screened by
destroyers and the operation was covered by e striking
force of arulsers.

In the BAIROKO area, the enemy was reported digging
in on the high ground slong the northeastern side of
BAIROKO HARBOR.

Information obtained from Jepanese prisoners

indicated that the enemy landed reinforcements at SUNDAY
INLET from VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

g&fwT
9 a.m. 24 July, 1943,

SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTTION (Cont'd. ]

At 9:40 a.m. July 24th, elzhteen Deuntless
dive bombers, in support of our troops, attacked
enemy gun positions at HUNDA, NEn GEORsLA.

At 3 p.m, July 24th, twelve Army kMitchells
and Tifteen Wavy Dauntless dive bombers escorted
by sixteen Warhawks, sttacked RAKATA BAY, SANTA
ISABEL ISLAND. A number of fires were started.
No U.S. losses were sustained.
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HAVY DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D, C.

S ET
£T.” 9 a.m. 23 July, 1943.
o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

At daeylight, July 20th, our troops, operating in
the NORTHERN AREA, begen their drive on BAIROKO. It
was estimeted that the enemy strength in that area
consisted of 500 to 600 Japanese armed with automatic
weapons, heevy mortars and at leaat one battery of
artillery emplaced on the west slde of BAIROKO ISLAND.
The advence was supported by medium bombers, dive
bombers and torpedo planes which dropped 135 tons of
bombs and, in addition, repeatedly strafed the area.

Our troops fought their way to within 300 yards
of the east bank of BAIROKO. Here, they enocountered
heavy machine-gun, mortar and artillery fire which
made their position untenable and necessitated a with-
drawel to ENOGAI. Active patrolling is continuing.

It is reported that after the attack our troops were
unfit for further offensive motion.

Casualties among Army personnel were reported as
relatively light. The casualtles emong Merine personnel
are considerable. Twenty-five percent of the lst Reider
Battalion and thirty percent of the 4th Ralder Battelion
are reported as casualties.
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W
o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At L4 p.m. July 22nd, eighteen Navy Avenger torpedo
planes, sixteen Navy Dauntless dive bombers and twelve
Army Libaratarn, escorted by one hundred twenty fighters,
attacked the enemy seaplane tender NISSHIN (9,000 tons),
esocorted by four destroyers, off CAPE FRIENDSHIP, south-
eest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The NISSHIN was sunk
and one destroyer was damaged. In addition, five Zeros
were shot down by our fighters. Three of our fighter
plenes are mlssing. ’

At 6:2L p.m. July 22nd, eight Army Fortresses and
elght Army Liberators attacked an enemy cruiser or
destroyer leader and two destroyers south of OEMA ISLAND,
SHORTLAND AREA. Results cof this attack were unobserved.
Mo U.S5. losses were sustained.

Four flights of twelve Jepanese bombers raided
FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS at 5:45 a.m. July 22nd.. Damage
to our installetions, if eny, has not been reported but
two of the personnel were killed and six slightly wounded.
Two of the enemy bombers were shot down.

During the night of July 21st and the early morning
of July 22nd, enemy dive bombers end Zeros attacked our
positions at RENDOVA, NEW GEORGIA, killing one and
wounding ten. A bomb hit and damaged the L3T 343.

The submarine TROUT, returning from patrol of the
PHILIPPINES, has reported sinking two tankers and three
coastal vessels, totaling 17,247 tons. In eddition, one
freighter of 1,400 tons was damaged.
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BAVY GEPANTWENT, WASHINGTOM, D, C.

|
S%T 9 a.m. 22 July, 1943. /
> SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (C )

¢ ACTION (Cont'd.

During the aftermoon of July 20th, thirty-six
Navy dive bombers, in support of ground operations,
bombed enemy gun emplacements northwest of LAMBETI,
NEW GEORGIA.

During July 21st, two hundred and Tifty Nawvy
dive bombers, Navy Avengers and Army Mitchells,
together with fighters, dropped one hundred and thirty-
three tons of bombs in the BATROKO AREA in support of
our ground operations. In eddition, the areas was
gtrafed end rive fires were observed as & result of
the sttmcks. A machine-gun position was silenced.
Ne U.S5. losses were sustained.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

The enemy is reported to have suffered heavy
losses in his attack on positions held by the 169th
Infantry in the MUNDA AREA during the afternoon and
night of July 19th.
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Commecy Pz UNITED STATES FLEET
HEaoQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER ™ CHIEF
HAVY DEFARTMINT, WASKINGTON, D, C.

S%T 9 a.m. 21 July, 1943.
&

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 12:30 a.m. July 20th, a Catalina flying boat
sighted an enemy task force composed of three light
erulsers, six destroyers and two transports. The two
transports with three destroyers left the enemy
formation and headed for VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND vie
BLACKETT STRAIT. Three crulsers and three destroyers
remained behind to cover the entrance to VELLA GULF.

Mitohell bombers, Flyling Fortresses, Avenger
torpedo planes and Dauntless dive bombers located and
attacked both enemy groups during morning darkmess and
after dawn of that day with the followlng results:

% DAMAGED
One Light Cruiser Two Destroyers (one probably sunk)
Two Destroyers Une Transport

Two of our Mitchell bombers and two Avenger torpedo
planes did not return.

During the early morning of July 20th, elghteen
Army Liberators attacked KIHILI, BUIN AREA end BALLALE
ISLAND. An explosion and four fires were observed at
KIHILI. 8Seven of the Liberators were engaged by enemy
night fighters. One enemy fighter was shot down. One
Liberator did not return to 1ts bass.

At 2:57 a.m. July 20th, three enemy twin-engined
bombers dropped eight bombs on FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS.
No personnel injuries were sustalned. Materlal damage,
if eny, has not been reported.

The Australian light crulser HOBART was hit by a
torpedo from an enemy submarine at 8 p.m. July 20th, 190
miles west of ESPIRITU SANTO. The orulser 1s making 7
knots and is experiencing diffioulty in steering.
Assistence and air coverage is being provided.
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TRET L p.om. 20 July, 1943.
& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

The seaplane tender CHINCOTEASUE, damaged by enemy
bombers on July 17th south of VANIKORO ISLAND, is under
tow of the tug SONOMA at five knots 150 miles north of
ESPIRITU SANTO.

The destroyer JENKINS, escorting the CHINCOTEAGUE,
was unsucoessfully attacked by three Jap planes on the
afternoon of July 18th. All the attacking enemy planes
were shot down.

The three enemy destroyers which were reported
attacked by our aireraft on the nizht of July 17th end
18th, between VANGA POINT and PATUPAILI on the west
coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, were attacked by our
gurface units, apperently destroyers, and not by alrcraft
as reported in the morning summary of July 19th. Hits
were scored on all three destroyers and one vessel ls
believed to have sunk.
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&

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At about the seme time, two Army Flying Fortresses
attacked BALLALE ISLAND, starting a large fire. One
Fortress is missing. Later that morning, seven Army
Mitchells bombed enemy positions on BALLALE ISLAND

and started two fires.

In support of our troops, twenty Avenger torpedo
planes and eighteen Dauntless dive bombers attacked
enemy positions north of the MUNDA STRIP at 8:30 a.m.
July 19th. A fire was started. All our planes returned.

* (Reports recelved conflict as to
whether the two destroyers were
gunk or demaged. Army despatches
report them as sunk and Navy
despetches state they were demaged.)

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On July 16th and 17th, cur troops made limited
edvances, enlargening the beach-heed. At ENOGAL, the
NORTHERN FORCE was reinforced by the 4TH RAIDER BATTALION
on the night of July 17th end 18th.

During enemy raids on our positions esst of MUNDA

on the night of July 17th, it is estimated that one
hundred seventy-nine Japanese were killed. We lost elght.
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9 a.m. 20 July, 1943.

& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At about 4 e.m. July 18th, three or more enemy
planes approached CANTON ISLAND and harmlessly dropped
bombs. No cesualties to personnel or demege to
installations were sustained.

At 9:30 a.m. July 1Bth, twenty-one Army Liberators,
seventeen Navy dive bombers and eizhteen Navy Avenger
torpedo planes, escorted by sixty-four Navy Wildeats,
forty-four Navy Corsairs, twent{ Army Warhawks and six
Army Lizhtnings bombed the KAHILI airdrome and eneny
shipping in the vicinity with the following results:

SUNE DAMAGED
* Two destroyers One cargo vessel
One cargo vessel

In addition, enemy enti-aireraft positions at KAHILI
were silenced.

An unreported number of Zero fighters sttempted to
interfere with the attack end 1n the ensulng engegement
twenty-one Zeros were destroyed. We lost six Wildosts,

three Corsalrs and one Avenger.
During the early morning of July 19th, nine Army

Flying Fortresses bombed KAHTLI, BUIN AREA, Results of
this attack were unobserved.
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ET

S

® CRET 9 a.m. 19 July, 1943.
& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

In the BATROKO AREA, it 1s believed that the enemy
has established himself on the southwest sides of
BAIROEQ HARBOR and SUNDAY INLET. A number of Japanese
have been killed at the trall block thrown across MUNDA
TRAIL. Due to the disposition of enemy forces, the
value of this trall block hes somewhet decreased.

Enemy float planes, apparently staging from nerth
of VILA RIVER on KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, bombed our troops
at ENOGAI on the night of July 16th-17th.

Japanese planes dropped supplies to their troops
at MUNDA during the night of July 15th. The L3rd
Division in the MUNDA AREA is attacking prepared enemy
pogitions under cover of our machine-gun fira.
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-I- MAVT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
\/

9 a.m. 19 July, 1943.

&
& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of July 17th-18th, our aircraft
attacked three enemy destroyers between VANGA POINT
and PATUPAILI on the weat coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.
Hits were obtained on all three destroyers and cne
vesgel is believed to have sunk. Our planes returned
without damage.

[ i

Two of our Catalina flying bosts attecked & small
Japanese vessel off PAKOI BAY, northwest coast of VELLA
LAVELLA at 9 p.m. July 17th. Although no bomb hits were
scored, a strafing atteck started a number of fires on
the enemy vessel.

At 1145 a.m. July 18th, our motor torpedo boats
turned beck six Jepanese destroyers off the west coast
of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. A torpedo hit was scored on
one of the enemy destroyers.

At 2:30 p.m. July 18th, LST 342 (tank lending ship),
proceeding unescorted, was torpedced off the south coast
of VANGUNU ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Out of an
estimated total of two hundred ten personnel, one hundred
ten survivors have been picked up.

At 2:45 p.m. July 18th, thirty-six Navy Dauntless
dive bombers and twenty-six Navy Avenzers bombed enemy
gun positions on the LAMBETI ISLANDS north of the MUNDA
STRIP. Results of the atteck were unobserved. No U.S.
losses were sustained.

On the night of July 18th, a number of Japanese
plenes dropped eleven bombs on GUADALCANAL. Elght men
were wounded.
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ET 4 p.m. 18 July, 1943.
$RET

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the morning of 17 July, the seaplane tender
CHINCOTEAGUE, 16 miles south of VANIKORO ISLAND (240 miles
north of ESPIRITU SANTO) susteined considerable damage by
enemy horizontal bombinz ettecks.

{ [74]

During the night of 16-17 July, 17 Army Liberators,
8 Army Fortresses and 6 Navy Liberators attacked the KIHILI
Alrdrome. Numerous fires were started. Enemy Zero night
fighters intercepted three times. One Navy Liberator is
missing.

Between 9:20 A.M., and 9:40 A.M. 17 July, 36 Navy
Deuntless dive bombers, 35 Navy Avenger torpedo plenes and
7 Liberators, escorted by 114 fighters attacked enemy ship-
ping et KIHILI, Shortland area and sank one light eruiser or
destroyer leader, two destroyers, one submarine chaser, two
cargo vessels and one tanker. In addition, one enemy cargo
vessel was demegzed and beached.

Enemy aireraft attempted to intercept the attack and
in the ensulng engagement, L4 Zeros and 5 float planes were
shot down. Two Army Lightnings, one Navy Corsair, one Navy
Dauntless dive bomber and one Navy Avenger are missing.

At 3 P.M, 17 July, 16 Navy Dauntless dive bombers bombed
the BAIROEO area, New Georgla. No. U.S. losses were sustained.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS.

On the night of 13 July, one of cur regiments broke
through to LILIO BEACH (2 miles southeast of WMUNDA runway).
The followinz day additional troops were lended at LILIO.

Our troops continued to advance to the west and south
and on the night of 14 July, repelled an enemy counter atteck.

As of 17 July, no further activity hes been reported
except that our patrols were near BATHOKO (Southwest of Rice

Anchorage) .
S
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“ RET 9 a.m. 18 July, 1943.
&

SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of July 13th, heavy bombers operating
from GUADALCANAL bombed enemy positions on KAHILI and
BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA and BUKA ISLAND. Large fires
were started on BALLALE and numerous hits were scored on
the landing strip and in the dispersal area at KAHILI.
Results of the BUEA ISLAND attack were uncbserved.

]
a b a
CS W'J An incomplete report indicstes that apparently one
of our submarines attacked a Jepanese task force compoaed
"'} of two aireraft carriers, one suxiliary aelreraft carrler,
a] 2 seaplane tender, two cruisers and a number of destroyers
'\ A at 7 a.m. July 15th 180 miles north of TRUK. Although
| this attack was reported as successful, detaila of the
S" , results are not available.

During the night of July 15th-17th, a number of enemy
bombers attacked GUADALCANAL. Complete details are not
avallable but some personnel cesuaslties and material
damages were sustained. Three bomba dropped on SAVO
ISLAND caused no deamege.

At 11:54 p.m. July 16th, six Navy Catalinas bombed

enemy positions on NAURU ISLAND. A large fire and several
vV  =smmll ones were reported. All our planes returned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 11:10 a.m. 15 July, four Army Mitchell bombers,
escorted by twelve Nevy Corseslrs, bombed and sank a
smell enemy cargo vessel off the west tip of BAGA ISLAND
(west of VELLA LAVELLA). Later, at 11:25 a.m., another
emall enemy cargo vessel was attacked by these planes
and left burning on a reef at the morth tip of BAGA
ISLAND. On their return flight, the Mitchells strafed
enemy positions on VORI POINT (northwest point of
GANONGGA ISLAND). No U.3. losses were susteined.

At 3:20 p.m. 15 July, thirty-six Navy Dauntless
dive bombers end thirty-six Navy Avenger torpedo planes
bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. TFires were still
bturning one end one helf hours after the atteck.

At 3:55 p.m., elghteen Navy Dauntlesa dive bombers
bombed and strafed BAIROEO, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND.

At sbout 4:40 p.m., four Army Mitchell bombers,
ezgcorted by eight Army Lightnings and eight Army Warhawks,
strafed end probably sesnk two enemy barges on the north-
east comst of GANONGGA ISLAND.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 2:30 p.m. 15 July, twenty-seven Mitsubishi
bombers, escorted by about forty or fifty Zeros and
twin-englined fighters, were intercepted over RENDOVA
by forty-four of our fighters. Fifteen enemy bombers
and thirty Zeros were shot down. The number of our
planes lost has not been reported although three of our
pilots are reported miasing.

During the night of 15 July, eight of our
destroyers and two destroyer transports, enroute to
TULAGI, were unsuccessfully bombed by two enemy planes.

These ships were transporting HELENA survivors
rescued from VELLA LAVELLA. Inocluded among these
passengers are fourteen naval officers, one army officer,
one hundred sixty enlisted men, sixteen Chinese and one
Japanese army aviator prisoner.
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NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

Enemy opposition has stiffened considerably but
our progress 1s satisfaotory. On July l1l2th, our forces
were reported as one mile from LAMBETI BEACH with other
units proceeding to secure LAMBEETI POINT.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On July 1llth, a number of our fighter planes
engaged enemy bombers and flghters over NEW GEORGIA.
In the ensulng engagement, six Zeros, one twin-engined
fighter and two bombers were destroyed. We lost six
fighter planes but four of the pllots have been
recovered.

During the 13th of July, Navy dive bombers and
Navy torpedo planes dropped 32 tons of bombs on WUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA. One large fire was sterted ms m result
of these attacks.

At 9:45 a.m. July 13th, twelve Avenger torpedo
planes and seventeen Dauntless dive bombers, escorted
by eight Corseirs and seven Lightnings, contacted
eighteen enemy dive bombers escorted by ten Zeros over
VISU VISU (northwest coast of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND).
Four enemy fighters were shot down and the enemy bombers
were foroed to jettison their bombs. One of our fighter
planes is missing but the pilot is believed to have been

rescued.

At 7:05 a.m. July l4ith, seven Army Mitchells,
escorted by eighteen Army Warhawks, attacked two large
enemy barges at HUNDA COVE (south coast of KOLOMBANGAHA
ISLAND), As & result of this sttack, one barge was left
burning. One Warhawk was forced down but the pilot was

later recovered.

At 10 o'clock on the same morning, nine Mitchells,
gscorted by fourteen Warhawks, destroyed & small enemy
cargo vessel in BEAGLE CHANNEL (west coast of VELLA LAVELLA).
These planes then attacked and sank the second barge at
HUNDA COVE. No U.S5. losses were sustained.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Late 12 July, & total of seventeen Liberestors bombed
BALLALE, SHORTLAND ARFA. Fires were started which were
vieible from quite a height.

Simultaneocusly, two other Liberators bombed VILA,
EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. No observatlon of the results was
obtained.

All our plenes returned to their bases.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On 10 July, one of our Corsairs destroyed & twin-
engined enemy fighter plane in the vicinity of EULA GULF.

On two occcesions during 10 July, our fighter
umbrella over RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP intercepted
large enemy formations coming im for an attack. As =&
result of these engagements one enemy bomber and two
Zeros were downed. Three of our Corsairs are missing and
three fighter planes were lost but of the latter only ome
pilot is missing.

On the night of 11 July, & formation of nine each
Flying Fortresses end Liberators bombed EIHILI, BUIN AREA.
The results of their bombing on the airfield and dispersal
gsectors was unobserved. All our plenes returned.

Enemy alr forces hit GUADALCANAL, bombs falling near
KOLT POINT twloe during the night of 11-12 July.

In the capture of ENOGAI INLET, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND
end its surrounding ares we captured four heavy enemy
artillery guns. So far, in our forward push in that
seotion, over 150 Japs have been killed and a great number
of the enemy wounded.
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The torpedo hits inflicted on the HONOLULU, ST.
LOUIS and GWIN were received while they were chasing,
under the supposition, damaged ships of the first enemy
group. As it turned out, these ships had not appearsd
before.

The destroyer BUCHANAN snd WOODWORTH are espparently
demsged as & result of a collision. The former has a
damaged bow with one compartment floocded; the latter's
port propeller is demsged and two compartments are
flooded. Both ships are able to make 20 knots.

Cur forces are retiring to TULAGI for further
examination of the dameges recelved.
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SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the night of 12-13 July, one of our task
foroes composed of the light crulsers HONOLULU, 8T. LOUIS,
and H.M.N.Z2.S8. LEANDER (a light cruiser), plus U.S.
destroyers, comnanded by Rear Admiral Walden L. Alnsworth,
U.S. Nayy, was sssigned to cover the rescue operation of
gome of the U.5.8. HELENA's survivors who had reached
the shores of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUF
after their ship had sunk in the engagement on & July.

Sometime during the night of 12-13 July, this force
engaged the enemy 20 miles north of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND
in NEW GEORGIA SOUND. Apparently, the enemy forces were
in two groups with one cruiser and five destroyers in the
first seotion amd four ships in the second group.

An engagement followed with the two groups in
successlon. Of the enemy ships in the first group, reports
state, a crulser and three destroyers were definitely sunk.
It is also believed that two other destroyers were sunk but
until more definite deteils are ascertainable they can
only be listed, at this time, as probably sunk.

In the atteck on the first enemy group, one of thelr
torpedoes hit H.M.N.Z.S. LEANDER amidships. Later reportis
indicate that she was unable to make more than ten knots
end with her escort is lageing behind the formatlon.

From the second enemy group, the HONOLULU, 5T. LOUIS
and destroyer GWIN were each struck by one torpedo. The
HONOLULU and ST.LOUIS were hit forward in the vicinities
of freme ten end eleven but are seaworthy and meking 21
¥nots. The GWIN suffered serious demage in her after sectlon
and went out of commission. Although she was heavy in the
water, an attempt was made to tow her. Along about 10
o'eclock in the evening, she was abandoned in a sinking
condition and destroyed by gunfire from the U.S.S. RALPH
TALBOT., All her personnel were transferred to the destroyers

RALPH TALBOT and MAURY.
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Catalina flylng boats, on the night of July 9th-10th,
tracked two enemy light eruisers and five destroyers
standing down towards the CENTRAL SO0LOMONS. There were
indioations that some of these vessels may have landed
supplies or troops at VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND while a
soreening foroe covered the entrance to EKULA GULF. Our
forces were not in the area in order to intercept the

BNemy .

At 8:30 p.m. July 9th, one hundred and ten torpedo
planes and dive bombers, covered by fighters, bombed MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA. During the same night, eighteen Dauntless
dive bombers attacked ENOGATI and BATROKO, NEW GEORGIA imn
support of our troops.

On July 10th, the fighter strip at SEGI POINT, NEW
GEORGIA was ready and fighters were scheduled to operate
from this strip on that day.

On the night of July llth-12th, & task foroe composed
of 1light ocruisers and destroyers bombarded enemy positions
on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Enemy plenes which dropped flares
in the wieinity of our ships were driven off by gunfire.

At 9:55 a.m. July l1l2th, forty-nine Navy Avengers and
thirty-seven Deuntless dive bombers, escorted by strong
formations of fighters, bombed enemy anti-amircratt positions
and bivoume areas on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. No U.S5. losses
were sustained.

Our troops, operating from RICE ANCHORAGE, NEW GEORGIA,
have captured ENOGAI INLET, NEW GEORGIA end 1ts environs.
It 1s believed that this was the principsl Japanese position
in this erea. A road blook has been established ascross the
MUNDA TRAIL at the interseotion of the RICE ANCHORAGE, ENOGAI
and BATIROKO TRAILS.
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Operations esgeinst WMUNDA are progressing according to
plan. Fnemy positions on MUNLUA were under Neval bombardment
on July 9th.

During the morning of July 10th between 7:10 p.m. end
10:00 p.m., sixteen Liberators bombed EKAHILI, BUIN Area.
A number of fires and one explosion were observed. Three
enemy night fighters were encountered using sesrch lights,
and elthough a number of shots were exchanged, our planes
suffered no demage. One Liberator is missing, but is be-
lieved to be a navigaticnal loss.

On the same night, a Navy Catalins bombed VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA. Hesults were unobserved.

The submarine PET0 scored two torpedo hits and prob-
ably sank a Japanese tanker bound for HABAUL, NEW BRITAIN.

At 10:35 a.m., July 1llth, thirty-five Navy Avengers
end thirty-four Navy Dauntless dive bombers sttecked enemy
anti-aireraft installations and the Yilvouac area in WUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA. Hesults were uncbserved. HNo U.S. losses were
sustained. 3
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The submarine GRAYLING, returning from patrol of
the SOUTH CHINA SEA, reports as follows:

7 June - Sank a 5,500 ton enemy cargo
vessel 135 miles northwest of SARAWAK, BORNEO.

17 June - Sank by gunflire a 4LO ton
schooner 125 miles northeast of SINGAPORE.

22 June - Damaged and probably sank an
8,700 ton tanker 160 miles north of

SINGAPORE.

25 June - Sank by gunfire a 75 ton Jjunk
345 miles northwest of SARAWAK, BORNEO.

The submarine GREENLING, returning from patrol of
the waters in the vicinlty of NEW IRELAND, reports as

follows:

8 June - Scored three torpedo hits into
a 10,000 ton tenker 220 mlles north of the
ADMTRALTY ISLANDS.

10 June - Attacked an escorted conveoy north
of MUSSAU ISLAND and scored one torpedo hit
in each of two 5,400 ton frelghters. One of
these vessels may have sunk,

27 June - Fired four torpedoes at an
suxiliary aireraft carrier and heard two
explosions. The target, however, did not
slow down.
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At 9:55 p.m. 9 July, & Navy Cataline unsuccessfully
atteoked an enemy formatlon of four light eruisers and
four destroyers off the northwest coast of CHOISEUL
ISLAND, This force wds again unsuccessfully attacked by
another Ndvy Catelina at 1:40 a.m. 10 July off the east
coast of EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, EULA GULF.

Later, between 2:45 a.m. and 3:55 a.m. 10 July,
four Navy Liberators attacked this enemy formatlon and
claimed scoring two hits. However, no fires from these
hitas were cbserved and it appesrs guestlionable whether

any hits were scored.

A fifth Liberastor, unable to ettack in conjunction
with the other bombers, bombed VILA, HKOLOMBANGARA ISLAND

<  1instead.

In the foregoing attacks, no U.5. losses were
sustained.

At 5:15 m.m. 10 July, five Army Mitchell bombers
atrafed and bombed an enemy destroyer beached on the
southeast coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Three other
Mitohella of this formetion strafed BURI, GANONGGA ISLAND.
All of these planes returned to thelr base.

At 9:25 a.m. 10 July, forty-elght Navy Avengers and
thirty-eight Dauntless dive bombers attacked MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA. Results of this attack are unreported. MNo U.S.

planes were lost.
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At B a,m, 8 July, sixteen Navy Avengers, twelve
Dauntless dive bombers, and sixteen Corsairs attacked
VILA, EOLOMBANGARA IS « Results of thls attack were

unobserved.

The three motor torpedo boats, reported as grounded
(in the morning summary of 7 ) one-=half mile south
of KUNDU ISLAND (southeast of A BAR) and as subsequent-

ly destroyed by enemy artillery fire, are apparently sal-
vageable. One boat has reached RENDOVA and the other two
will be salvaged and repailred.

At 2145 p.m. 9 July, about forty or fifty Zeros

were intercepted by our fighters over RENDOVA ISLAND. Four
Zeros were shot down. One of our fighter planes is missing.
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At 8:05 p.m. 8 July, three Army Liberators bombed
KIAILI, SHORTLAND AREA with unobserved results. At about

the same time, four Army Liberators bombed BUIN and
POPORANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. All plenes returned
to thelir base.

During the morning:of 9 July, from 5 a.m. to

a.m., an unreported number of our destroyers bomberded
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
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S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

The submarine THRESHER, returning from patrol of
the CELEBES, reports as follows:

30 June - Off BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO, damaged
one 8,000 ton freighter.

1l July =~ Demaged the destroyer HOEAZE
and later that night sank two 10,000 ton
tankers in the vicinity of MANGEALIHAT.

5 July - Damaged a large tanker in
MAKASSAR STRAIT.

Total tonnage sunk - 20,000. Approximate
tonnage dameged - 1%,500.
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In amplification of the report regarding the KULA
GULF engagement of & July, contained in yesterdsy's
summery, the followling information has been recelived:

In the first two phases of this battle
a minimum of eight enemy ships, on thelr w
out of EULA GULF, were destroyed by our
surface forcea. The third, or destroyer phase,

ageounted for two additionel ships and
demaged another.

The damsge, therefore, inflioted upon
the enemy is as follows:

SUNE DAMAGED
MInimum of ten One

At 8 m.m. 8 July, sixteen Navy Avengers and twelve
Deauntless-dive bombers, escorted by sixteen Navy Corsairs,
attacked VILA, EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Results of this
ettack were uncbserved.

In the early afternocn engagement of 7 July between
Navy Corseirs and fifty-six Zeros escorting Mitsubishi
bombers, the additional destructlon of two bombers and
cne Zeroc has been reported. The total enemy bombers shot
down in this engagement was fifteen in addition to ten

Zeros.

THE GENERAL SITUATION

Qur troops are in contact with the enemy in the
vielnity of BARIEE RIVER, southern NEW GEORGIA.

About twenty Japsnese landed at BUGIRI ISLAND, north-
aa:t ff RENDOVA ISLAND but were driven off by one of our
petrols. -
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At 9:50 a.m. 6 .Tuly, eighteen Navy Avengers and

seventean Dauntlesa dive bombers attacked ENOGAT on the
western comst of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND.

During the same morning, eleven Navy Deuntleass dive
bombers and ten Avengers, escorted by fourteen Navy
Wildeats, bombed a Japanese destroyer stranded on the
southeast ocoast of EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Four 500-pound
bomb hits were scored causing explosions and fires.

Out of seven enemy Zeros attempting to intercept this
attack, the Wildoat escort shot down four.

At 1:45 p.m. 7 July, an unknown number of Mitsubishi
bombers escorted by fifty-six Zeros were attacked over
RENDOVA ISLAND by NHevy Corsairs. Nine enemy Zeros and
three bombers were shot down. One of our fighter planes
is missing.

A delayed report recelved informs that eighteen
enemy twin-engine bombers unsuccessfully attecked our
shipping in HENDOVA during the early afternoon of 5 July.
Nine of these enemy bombers were shot down without loss
to ourselves.
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After sweeping the area with radar and
finding no evidence of other enemy ships,
our taesk force commenced retirement at 3:06
a.m. leaving the destroyers NICHOLAS and
RADFORD to rescue the HELENA survivors.

At 4:08 a.m., the destroyer RADFORD
detected two enemy ships cloze lnshore
attempting to leave the GULF. At 5:20 a.m.,
another enemy ship was detected leaving the
GULF and was engaged by the destroyers
NICHOLAS and RADFORD.

The orulsers, after reversing course
in order to assist the RADFORD and NICHOLAS,
were unsble to reach the area 1n time and
continued to retire at 4:30 a.m.

The results of the last engsgement were
reported in yesterday's summary wherein 1t
was stated that the NICHOLAS and RADFORD
probably sank wlth torpedoes a light oruiser
of the SENDAI olass, an enemy destroyer, and
damaged another destroyer by gunfire.

It 1s believed that s a result of all
these engagements the followlng losses were
inflicted upon the enemy:

SUNK OR CRIPPLED  PROBABLY SUNK  DAMAGED

of seven Une Light Cne Destroyer
ships (unclass- Cruiser
iried). (SENDAT class)

One Destroyer

(*) A later report indicates that the enemy
force was attempting to slip into KULA GULF.
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The following details have been recelved in
connection with the night surface engegement which was
fouzht in two phases in KULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA, on the
morning of & July:

One of our task forces, composed of the
light erulsers HONOLULU, ST. LOUIS, HELENA and
four destroyers, commanded by Rear Admiral
Walden L. Ainsworth, U.S. Navy, was assigned
to cover the entrance to EULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA,
during the morning of & July.

* At 1:40 a.m., the enemy was detected
standing out of the GULF in two groups. The
first group of about four or flve destroyers
was surprised by the fire of the entire
broadside batteries at a renge of 8,000 yards.
It is reported that within five or six minutes
thia enemy group was either destroyed or left
burning.

Althougzh stetements conflict regarding
the loss of the light erulser HELENA, it is
believed that she was hit by enemy gunfire and
by more than one torpedo at the termination of
the first phase of the battle.

The second enemy group was about 15,000
yvards awey when our force changed course to
close the range and opened fire commencing the
second phase of the battle which lasted about
fifteen minutes.

411 enemy ships of the second group weras
elther sunk or burning except for one ship which
was belleved to have bezched herself nesr WAUGH
ROCE, northeast coast of EOLOMBANGARA TSLAND,
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On the afternoon of 6 July, three Army Mitchell
bombers bombed & beached enemy destroyer in BAMBARI
HARBOR (southeast coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND). Three
hits were scored and a numher of fires and explosions
observed. No U.S. losses were sustained.

At 6:27 p.m. 6 July, fifteen Army Liberators bombed
KIHILI, BUIN AREA and started fires.

At 7:05 p.m. 5 July, nine Army Fortresses bombed
BALLALE and started large fires. At sbout the same time,
seven Army Liberators bombed BUEA ISLAND and sterted s
number of fires. All planes returned from both missions.

Three of our motor torpedo boats operating west of
RENDOVA grounded one half mile south of EUNDU ISLAND
(southeast of MUNDA BAR) and were subseguently destroyed
by Jepanese batterles from MUNDA.
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ten Army Flying Fortresses bombed the
BIIRMD E‘.nrhar irn (west coast of NEW GEORGIA).

At 1:10 p.m, sixteen Army Warhawks intercepted
forty u:u? Zeros ovlr OVA ISLAND. Two Zeros were des=-
troyed. lost one Warhawk, but the pilot was recovered.

On the morning of & July, a Navy Liberator was at-
tacked by five Zeros northeast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW
GEORGIA Group. Two Zeros were shot down and one probably
gutrurad. The Liberator, although damaged, returned to its

ase.

At 2:27 p.m. 6 July, three Army Mitchells bombed
BAMBARI Harbor {suuthn.nt coast of EKOLOMBANGARA ISLAND).
Hits were scored and a number of fires, accompanied by vio-
lent explosions, were observed.
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Brief reports indicate that one of our task forces, com-
posed of light crulsers and destroyers, engaged enemy surface
, units in GULF, NEW GECRGIA, during the early morning of
6 July, B8ufficient details are not on hand to assess the
damage to the enemy or to our forces.

Apparently, the Light Crulser HELENA took part in the
engagement and in reported sunk, probably by torpedoes, It
is further reported that ]mllibi! all of the seven enemy ships
were destroyed except for one or two badly damaged.

The Destroyers NICHOLAS and RADFORD engaged enemy forces
on the early morning of 6 July while rescuing survivors of
the Light Cruiser HELENA and probably sank, with torpedoes,

a light eruiser of the SENDAI Class. They also sank an enemy
destroyer and damaged another by gunfire. =

Additional detalls have been recelved in connection with
the sinking of the Destroyer STRONG.

The BTRONG was torpedoed and sunk on the night of 4-5
July while engaged in bombarding RICE ANCHORAGE on EKULA GULF,
NEW GEORGIA, in support of the landing operation,

Two hundred and forty-eight men and seven officers were
rescued by the Destroyer CHEVALIEH out of a total of three
hundred and six men and nineteen officers.

At 8130 p.m, 5 July, nine Army Liberators, out on a
strike against enemy lh:l.pgi.ng in the vieinity of EAHILI
BHORTLAND AREA, were unable to locate any targets. On their
return they bombed BALLALE ISLAND and started five fires,
About twelve enemy Zeros attempted to intercept, but were
driven off. One Liberator was damaged, but all planes suc-
ceeded in returning to their base.
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o S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

It is expeoted that the SEGI fighter field will be
in operation by 10 July.

At VIRU HARBOR patrolling amotivity against isolated
Japanese continues. Other than thirteen men killed,
Tifteen wounded and five miseing of the 4th Marine Ralder
Battalion, there were no casualties at VIRU HARBEOR.

EANIETA POINT (an enemy observation point), on the
west coaat of RENDOVA ISLAND, was selzed after the Jepanese
had withdrawn.

One of our patrole in the vicinity of UGELI (east
coast of RENDOVA ISLAND) killed four Japesnese and chased
ten into the bush.

The submarine GURNARD, patrolling in the vicinity of
the PALAU ISLANDS, reports scoring three torpedo hits omn
an enemy eauxilisry airoraft carrier which was last seen
belching heavy yellow smoke and listed over 25 dezrees.
In eddition, one destroyer end 28,000 tons of enemy shipping
were elther sunk or demsged.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

It is reported that on 3 July VURA VILLAGE on
VAGUNU ISLAND in the WICKHAM ANCHORAGE AREA was ocaptured.
About 300 Japenese have been killed and the remainder
retired. Our losses in this engagement are reported as
comparatively low.

During the night of 4=-5 July, & task force of surface
units shelled VILA, EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND and BATROKQ in
KULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. Fires were observed by
four Catalina flying boats who spotted for the task force.

At 9:15 a.m. 5 July, six Army Hudson bombers bombed
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.
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On 4 July, in the early afternocon, our planes over
RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group, caught and attacked an
enemy formation of 18 bombers and 20 Zeros. The enemy
lost 5 bombers and 4 Zeros. We hed no loss.

During the night of 4-5 July, about 1200 of our troopa
landed at RICE ANCHORAGE, on EULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND.
Apparently, some opposition wes encountered for reports of
gunfire were heard up to 2:30 A.M. on 5 July.

The same despatoh indliocates that the Destroyer "STRONG™
wes sunk but does not state that 1t ococurred during this
landing operation. One hundred of her crew are still miss-
ing. While effecting a rescue, the Destroyer "CHEVALIER"
suffered materiel casualties from the explosion of depth
charges - presumably those of the "STRONG™. However, the
"CHEVALIER"™ was sble to resume formation at 25 knots.

GENERAT, SITUATION

The NEW GEORGIA operation is proceeding according to
plan.

The principal difficulty in this operation, and which
wes foreseen from the lnceptlon of the plen, iz the mainte-
nance of a fighter umbrella over the NEW GEORGIA Area, in
sufficient strength to protect our force asgainst Japenese
Air. To dete, the Japanese Air has succeeded only once in
getting through without interception.
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On 28 June, at dawn, Liberators bombed MAURU Island,
SOUTH PACIFIC AREA. Fourteen defending FYero fighters were
in the air but only ome group of four appeared willing to
press home an attack. Two Zeros were dameged. OQur planes
returned. Results of the bombing on the Island's defensive
positions end stores section were uncbserved.

g

1

On 1 July, the Destroyer RADFORD, in the vwicinity of
RENDOVA ISLAND caught m lerge size enemy submerine surfaced
and sank it with gunfire. The sub was hit by innumerable
salvos, the first three of which went through the conning
tower. As the sub sank, she was subjected to several depth
charge attacks. A few minutes later, a large gquantity of oil
and debrls oeme to the surface.

On 2 July, an unintercepted enemy air attack on RENDOVA
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group, resulted in the following personnel
casualties:

30 killed
200 wounded.

On 2 July, an infantry and battery company lended at
ZANANA BEACH, Just east of the MUNDA Area in the NEW GEORGIA

Group.

On 3 July, at dewn, Lightnings covered by Mitchells sought,
without success, the enemy light force which attempted to shell
RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group durlng the night 2-3 July.
The planes, however, went over to MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA Group and
deposited their bombs on the enti-airoraft positions there.

On 3 July, a field artillery end an anti-tenk unit landed
on DUME TSLAND, near SASAVELLE ISLAND in the ROVIANA LAGOON
near MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA Group.

The submarine "SILVER SIDES" returning from & war patrol
in the Southwest Pacifioc reports as follows:

11 June - Sank 10,000 ton passenger freighter with three
torpedo hits.
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On 2 July, in the early evening, Just east of RENDOVA
ISLAND, WEW GEORGIA GROUP, seven of our Corsalr fighters
intercepted and engeged one formation of 30 Zeros and
immediately following, tackled another formatlon of 20 Zeros.
Six Zeros were destroyed; of the 3 Corsairs lost, ome of
their pllots was saved.

On 3 July, shortly before 3 P.M. 10 Lightnings attacked
over RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP, a formetion of about
50 Zeros. Five of the enemy planes were destroyed. We lost
three planes.

On 3 July, in the afternoon, Avenger and Dauntless
planes dropped personnel bombs in the ocamp sector at MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA GROUP. In spite of heavy AA fire from LAMBETI
PLANTATION our planes were not damaged.
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An intercept deapatech indicates that the Jap ailr
attack on our forces and poslitlon et RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW
GEORGIA GROUP, on 1 July, cost them 22 planes. Five
pilots of the 8 planes we lost have been recovered. No
damage occurred ashore.

£

On 2 July, Mitchell Medium Bombers eacorted by Corsair
fighters bombed and strafed a camouflaged enemy frelghter
in BATROEKQ Anchorage, KULA GULF, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. She
caught flre and sank.

On 2 July, our DD's bombed for 15 minutes enemy defen-
sive positions in the WICKHAM Anchorage Area, NEW GEORGIA.

On 2 July, in the afternoon, 18 Jap Bombers escorted
by Zeros bombed our positions on RENDOVA ISLAND. Damage
appears to have been confined to some loss in our Diesel
and stores area. Personnel losses, if any, have not been
reported.

Other than the above actions, the situation at RENDOVA
is quiet and rainy.

On the night of 3 July, at 0245, an enemy force con-
glating of 3 light Crulsers and 4 Destroyers appeared off
RENARD COVE, RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP and opened
fire in the direction of our positions there. The enemy
expended a total of 100 rounds of ammunition. Two of our
surface craft on statlon replied to this bombardment and
the enemy retired in twenty minutes.
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The submarine GROWLER, returning from patrol im
the BISMARCES-SOLOMONS AREA, reports as follows:

19 June - Damaged 7,400 ton frelghter with
two torpedo hits.

19 June - Sank 4,500 ton freighter with
two torpedo hits.

A late despatch indicates that in the enemy torpedo
plane attack on the U.S5.5. McCAWLEY, two officers and
fourteen enlisted men were killed and fourteen enlisted

men were wounded.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Late reports on the Jap alr attack on our forces
during the landing at RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP
30 June indiecate that thelr numbers were substantially
larger than the total of one hundred and ten planes
initially reported.

It is now stated that our surface and alr foroces
destroyed one hundred and one planes and that seven
pilota of the seventeen U.S. plenes, previously reported
es missing, have been recovered.
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On 1 July, early in the afternoon, Dauntless dive
bombers bombed defensive positions at LAMEETI PLANTATION,
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Fires were started by this
attack.

During the same afterncon, a formation of Avenger
torpede plenes end Deuntleass dive bombers bombed defensive
positions, the stores and camp seotions at VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

Later reports on our joint landing at RENDOVA ISLAND

indieates that in less than two hours our 105 Howltzer
guns were 1n position and firing on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
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During the night of 29-30 June, Avenger and Deuntless
planes bombed the airfield, the stores and camp area at
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISTAND. Six Dauntless planes failled to
return but it 1s reported that the crew of one plene landed
safely on an island.

On 30 June, Mitchell, Deuntless and Avenger plenes
bombed the defenslve positions and the cemp area at MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA GROUP. The bombing started s large fire. One
of our Avenger plenes is missing.

On 30 June, commencing in the esrly forenoon and
eontinuing until late afternoon, an estimeted total of one
hundred and ten enemy planes, comprising Zeros, Mitsubishi
(medium bombers), Aichi [diva bombera) and wvarious other
types, attacked at intervals our naval forces during the
landing at RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP,

Our surface and air forces destroyed sixty-five of the
enemy planes according to an incomplete report. Seventeen
of our planes are reported missing.

On 1 July, VIRU HARBOR, on NEW GEORGIA ISLAND, was

taken by our combined forces. An incomplete report indicates
that our casualties are small.
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On 29 June, a small naval unit made & successful
bombardment of VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

On 30 June, our naval forces, under extremely bad
weather conditions, bombarded successfully enemy positions
in the SHORTLAND AREA. During the bombardment, in which a
emall enemy vessel was probably sunk, our surface forces
lald a minefield undetected.

Late reports on the landing on RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW
GEORGIA GROUP indicate that it commenced at 0656 on 30 June
and was finished at 1450. All troops and supplies, with
exception of 50 tons of the latter, were landed. The
initiel landing forces killed thirty-five Japs. The
balance of forty are being ferreted out.

The submarine TAMBOR, returning from & patrol in the
Yi;inity of MACCLESFIELD BANE and TONKIN GULF, reports as
follows:

29 May - BSank a 4,400 ton freighter with three
torpedo hits.

2 June - Sank & 6,500 ton freighter with one
torpedo hit.

7 June - Sank a 6,000 ton freighter with one
torpedo hit.
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Early on the morning of 30 June, our combined forces
landed on RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. Information
has not been received as yet to permlt a complete report
but it is steted that the troop and supply leandinge were
completed. The enemy suffered casualties in his Initiel
reslstanoe. Our forces are now pursuing what remains of

the enemy.

Iuring the lending operatlomns, the task group
employed was attecked by twenty-four enemy torpedo planes.
It is reported that & great number of enemy plenes were
shot down.

During this attack, the U.5.5. McCAWLEY wes hit in
the engine room by a torpedo, disabled, and teaken in tow.
Later, she received two torpedo hits from an enemy
submerine and sank. There were no casuslties as the ship
to all intents had been practicelly abandoned because of
her water-logged condition.

On 30 June, the destroyer GWIN, participating in a
navel bombardment of MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA GROUFP, was hit by
a medium oslibre shell from & shore battery. Three of
her personnel were killed and three were serlously injured.
Her port engine was put out of commission.

It is reported that the destroyer bombardment of
MUNDA silenced four enemy medium calibre guna.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of 28 June, our forces bombed & small
enemy naval dlsposition in the CENTRAL SOLOMONS AREA with
uncbserved results.

Early in the evening of 28 June, a formation of
Dauntless and Avenger planes, escorted by Wildeats,
bombed REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. The bombing
created so much dust and smoke that observation of the
results of the attack wes diffioult.

In the evening of 28 June, MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA was
elso bombed by a formation of Dauntless and Avenger planes
guarded by Wildeats. A number of fires were started in
the defensive position area, in emmunition dumps, and in
the camp section.

All our planes returned from these attacks.
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S0 PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

The submarine FINBACE, returning from a war patrol
north of PALAU, reports as follows:

26 May - BSank a 6,000 ton freighter with
two torpedo hits.

2 June - Probably sank a 7,000 ton freighter
with one torpedo hit.
8 June - Probably sank a 5,700 ton freighter,

& 4,400 ton freighter and demsged a
7,000 ton freighter. During the
same day, & little further north,
damaged a 6,370 ton freighter.

11 June - Sank a 6,000 ton freighter with
two torpede hits.
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During the early morning of 27 June, seven Army
Liberators bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA while ancther Liberator
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. At about the same time, five
Nevy Liberators (PELYs) carried out attacks egainst BALLALE
ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA.

Prior to dawn of 27 June, two Navy Avengers bombed
REEATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

At 8:15 a.m. 27 June, thirteen Navy Dauntless dive
bombers and nine Avengers bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA scoring
hits on the runway and revetment area.

&

At the same tlme, twelve other Navy Dauntless dive
bombers and eleven Avengers bombed VILA, EKOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND scoring hits on the runweay and in the camp area.
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At 8:34 a.m. June 26, fifteen Navy Dauntless Dive
Bombers and thirteen Navy Avengers, escorted by twenty-
four Wildeats, attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Hits were
observed among anti-sircraft positlons. At the same time,
twelve Deuntless Dive Bombers and twelve Avengers, protected
by twenty-three Wildoats, attacked VILA,KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

On June 26, between 4L:02 a.m. and 5:15 a.m., elghteen
Army Liberators bombed BALLATE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA, and
started a number of fires. At sbout this time, five other
Army Liberators attacked POPORANG ISLAND (southeast SHORTLAND
ISLAND), with unobserved results.

In these operstions, no U.3. planes were lost.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the early morning of 25 June, an unreported
number of enemy bombers bombed our positions in the
RUSSELL ISLANDS. Several of our personnel were wounded
and a number of fuel tanks and oll drums were set on fire.

During darkness of the same morning, thirteen Army
Liburagura bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA. Five fires were
gtarted.

At about the ssme time, seven other Army Liberstors
bombed EUKA and apparently started fires.

After dawn on 25 June, twenty-five Navy Dauntless
dive bombers end twenty-four Navy Avengers, escorted by
thirty-two Navy Wildeats, attacked LAMBETI PLANTATION in
the MUNDA AREA. Results were not reported. No U.S.
losses were sustained.

On 25 June at about 12:30 p.m., four twin-engine
enemy bombers unsuccesafully bombed the U.S. W;‘?‘p’ D
THORNTON, enroute to ESPIRITO SANTO.

During the late artamadn of 24 June, a number of

Navy Wildeats strafed an enemy barge in WICKHAM ANCHORAGE
(southeast coast of VANGUNU ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP).
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The submarine TAUTOG, returning from patrol of th
FHILIPPINE ISLANDS, repcrts as follows:

20 May - Sank by gunfire a motor sampan
south of PULASI ISLAND (south point of SALEIER
ISLAND, CELEBES).

21 May - Engeged and damaged with gunfire
an enemy patrol vessel near SIUMPU ISLAND.

5 June = Demaged an enemy vessel with one
torpedo hit off SIBAGO ISLAND (BASILAN STRAIT
southeast of ZAMBOANGA).

6 June = Sank & medium sized enemy vessel.
g8 June - Engaged & probable enemy "Q" shi
off SANGAY POINT (southwest side of MINDANAO).

Result of this engagement has not been reported.

- LOB -



Comivci FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAYY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C,

E T 4 p.m, 24 June, 1943,

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

KL

On or about June 24th ths Submarine Chaser 751
went aground and was abandoned 16 miles south of
VLAMING HEAD, northwest cape, (West coast of Australia).
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On the night of June 20th, the high-spesed mine-
aweeper TREVER, while escorting a lending craft vessel
was unsuccegsfully attacked by a Japanese plane west
of BAVO ISLAND.

On the night of Jume 22nd-23rd, a Japanese float
plane unsucocessfully strafed two of our boats in the
vioinity of the RUSSELL ISLANDS.

A later report indicates that the cargo vessel /
ALUDEA, torpedoed on the morning of June 22nd, senk.
The cargo vessel DEIMOS waa reported settling with [
little possibility of salvage. f

At 8:45 a.m., June 23rd, 18 DAUNTLESS dive
bombers and 12 AVENGERS, escorted by 24 WILDCATS,
attacked REEATA BAY , SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. A number
of hits were scored on enemy antl-alreraft positiocns
and a fire was started. No U.3. losses were sustained.

At 9:20 a.m., June 23rd, 8 MITCHELL bombers and &
AVENGERS, escorted by 2i CORSAIRS, attacked BURI
VILLAGE on GANONGGA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. One
fire was started. One bomber is reported miassing.
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A convoy oonsisting of the cargo vessels ALUDRA
’3381 tuna;, DEIMOS (3381 tons) and NATHANIEL CURRIER
7176 tons), escorted by the destroyer O'BANNON, the
destroyer transport WARD and the minesweeper SEYLARK,
were attacked by an enemy submarine 45 miles south of
CAPE SURVILLE, SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND at 4:55 e.m.

22 June.

The DEIMOS and ALUDRA were torpedoed and are
reported in & einking condition but are still afloat
with a possibllity of belng beached and salvaged.

- M5 =




Commicy Frie UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN I8 CHIEY
MAVY DEPANTMENT, WASHINGTON, 0. C.

F 9 a.m. 22 June, 19i3.

BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the evening of 20 June, four Army Liberators,
after a fruitless search for enemy shipping slong the
coasts of BUEA ISLAND, bombed EIETA, east coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and EKARILI, BUIN AREA with
unobserved resulta.

At 4 p.m. 21 June, eighteen Dauntless dive bombers
and twelve Avengers, esoorted by thirty-two Wildeoats,
attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A number of antl-airecraft
posltions were silenced and one enemy barge was strafed.
Ne U.5. lossea were sustained.

A Mitsublshi bomber wes intercepted and shot down

at 4L:05 p.m. 20 June by three Wildeats 20 miles north
of FLORIDA ISLAND.
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It has been reported that on the morning of 20 June

an unknown number of Japanese, employing three barges,
landed in the vicinity of SEGI POINT (scuthern point of

NEW GEORGIA ISLAND).

As a oounter measure, two companies of the Lth Marine
Ralder Battalion landed at SEGI POINT at dawn 21 June.
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Nine Army Liberators bombed EAHILI, BUIN AREA at
9:10 p.m. 18 June instead of 19 June as reported in
yesterday's summary.

The following night between 8:26 p.m. and 9:26
psm. 19 June, ten Army Liberators attacked KAHILI.
Seven large fires were started and a number of exploslons
were noted. No U.S8. loasses were sustalned.

At 8:05 a.m. 20 June, eighteen Dauntless dive
bombers and eighteen Avengers, protecoted by fourteen
Warhawks =nd twelve Wildcats, bombed enemy installations
at VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. A
supply dump was hit and a large flre started. Hits
were alao scored on the runway. This mission was
accomplished without loss of any planes.
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On the night of 17-18 June, ten Army Liberators of the
Seventh Bomber Command, staging through FUNAFUTI, ELLICE
ISLAND, successfully completed a nicht photograph assign-
ment against JALUIT and MILI, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Photographs
were taken and bombs were dropped on TARAWA, GILBERT ISLANDS,
Hits were scored on the runway,

Although seven enemy Zeros were airborne over TARAWA,
they did not press a determined attack against our bombers,
but generally remained out of range, executing a number of
Ineffective passes. Anti-aircraft }ira encountered was mod-
erate to weak and inaccurate, All our planes returned with-
out damage.
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FAHILI, BUIN AREA, was bombed at 9:10 p.m,, 19 June,
h{ n%ng Army Liberators, Explosions and large fires were
started.

During the same night two Litchell Bombers attacked
BALLALE ISLAND. COne fire was started. At about this time
six Mitchell Bombers strafed six barpes in WILSON STRAIT
(south of VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND) and another Mitchell Bomber
bombed the VILA runway on KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

On the night of 18 June, six Navy Catalinas bombed
NAURU ISLAND, Large fires wore started apparently from a
hit on an oil tank and damage was observed in the dispersal
and living areas. Later, between 2:45 a.m, and 4:25 a.m,,
19 June, six Army Lihern%ors attacked NAURU and scored hits
in the bullding area and at the north end of the runway,

The United States Submarine DRUM on patrol north of
NEW BRITAIN reports sinking an B,600-ton Japanese veszsel
east northeast of KAVIENG.
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The following is a tabulation of kills as claimed
by our foroces:

Corsaira - 2 Zeros, 1 bomber

Wildoats - 14 Zeros,l6 bombers

Lightnings - 8 Zeros

Alracobras - 6 Zeros, 5 bombers

Warhawks - 15 Zeros,l0 bombers (including 5

Zeros oredited to R.N.Z.A.F.)

Ships in harbor - 16 Planes
Shore anti-alreraft- 1 Plane

Our total losses emounted to six planes shot down, but two
of our pllots were recovered. Our personnel losses afloat and
eshore amounted to 25 killed, 29 wounded and 22 missing.

On 16 June, a twin-engine enemy reconnaissance bomber was
shot down southeast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND.

At L4:40 p.m. 17 June, nineteen Dauntless dive bombers
eacorted by sixteen Wildeats attacked REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL
ISLAND. Hits were scored on SUAVANAU POINT and on enemy anti-
alroraft positions in the vieinity.

On the night of 17 June, an unknown number of enemy planes
approached GUADALCANAL, and dropped flares and several bomba
harmlessly into the water off TULAGI. HNo damage or casusltles
were sustained.

During the evening of 16 June, the U.S. Army Transport

PORTMAR (5,500 tons), enroute in convoy from SYDNEY to
BRISBANE, wes torpedoed and sunk.
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Additional details have been received in connection
with the seriel engegement over GUADALCANAL on the afternoon

of 16 June.

It has been reported that ninety-four enemy planes were
destroyed lnstead of seventy-seven. Of the additional
seventeen, sixteen were shot down by the shipe in the harbor
and one by shore based anti-airoraft.

The initial indication of the enemy approach was
received on GUADALCANAL at 12:32 p.m. One hundred and four
Tighters, conslasting of Army Lightnings, Alracobras, Warhawks,
and Navy Corsairs and Wildeats, were sent aloft to intercept,
ineluding eight New Zealand pllots flying Warhawks.
Seventy-four of these fighters succesded ln establishing
contact.

The enemy ceme In over BEAUFORT BAY (west comst of
GUADALCANAT) and were engaged by Lightnings. At about the
same time, another group of Japanese planes approached from
farther north and were lmmedlately attaocked. Approximately
thirty enemy dive bombers maneuvered to attack four of our
oargo vessels esocorted by destroyers. Subseguent contacts
were made over KOLI POINT, SAVO ISLAND, CAPE ESFERANCE and
TULAGI. At 2:30 p.m., the enemy retired.

The dive bombing of our surface units ocourred at about
2:15 p.m. In this attaeck, the cargo vessel CELENO and the
landing -eraft LST 340 were struck by bombe, set on fire, and
subsequently beached in the vicinity of A POINT,
GUADALCANAL. The oargo vessel DEIMOS sustalned minor damsge.
During this actlon, our ships were maneuvered to repel the
attack and avold damage.
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C_ACTION (Cont'd.

During the unsuccessful Japanese eir atteock over
GUADALCANAL on the afternocon of 16 June, the Navy cargo
vessel CELENO (3,381 tons) and the landing eraft LST 340
were struck by bombs, set on fire, and subsequently
beached in the vieinlty of LUNGA POINT, GUADALCANAL.,

Apparently the fires were extinguished as the CELENO
ie reported one third unloaded and 90% of the remsining
earge ls consldered salvageable. The cargo of LST 340 1=
badly damaged. It 1s estimeted that hull repairs to both
vessels oan be oompleted in about two weeks. Total
casualties amounted to twenty-five killed, twenty-nine
injured and twenty-two missing.

The total number of Japanese plenes destroyed by
South Pacific Forces this month is one hundred forty-six.
The total since 31 July, 1942 ia 1,L414.

On the night of 16 June, eight Army Liberators asttacked

BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA., Results were uncbserved.
One bomber is missing.

At 5:15 p.m. 16 June, lending eraft LST 469, enroute

in a convoy from SYINEY to BRISBANE, was torpedoed 215 miles

northeast of SYDNEY. About twenty of the personnel weres

killed and ten injured. The vessel is being towed to port.
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A later report recelved with respect to the aserlal
agement reported in this morning's summary informs
that the battle toock place over GUADALCANAL. Further
detalls are not at present avallable.
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At 7145 a,m, 15 June, sixteen Dauntless dive bombers
and twelve Avengers escorted by twenty-four Wildcats at-
tacked BAREGO in western NEW GEORGIA. Two fires and a heavy
explosion were cbserved.

At B330 a.m, 16 June, eighteen Avengers and twelve
Dauntless dive bombers escorted by twenty-four Corsairs at-
tacked SANGIGAI, CHOISEUL ISLAND. After the attack, heavy
smoke apparentiy from burning fuel dumps, was observed,

Ko U.g. losses were sustained.

Although complete details have not been recelved, it)
| has been reported that an aerlal engagement of considerable
proportions took place in the SOLCMONS at about 2 p.m., 16 /|
June, i

Apparently upwards of sixty enemy bombers and sixty
fighters were intercepted by one hundred and four of our
fighters, It has been reported that thirty-two enemy dive
bombers and forty-five Zeros were shot dowm and twelve other
planes damaged, 8Six of our planes dld not return to thelr
base. One pilot has been recovered.
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During the evenings of 13th and 1l4th of June, a
group of Flying Fortresses and Liberators bombed EAHILI
and SHORTLAND ISLAND in the BUIN AREA.

On the evening of 14 June, eighteen Mitchell medium
bombers (Army BE-25) escorted by eighteen Navy Corsairs
blasted the runwey and enti-sircraft positions on the
airfield at VILA, EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

Early 15 June, five bombs from three enemy planes

were dropped on EOLI POINT, GUADALCANAL. No personnel
or material damsge has besn reported.
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S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On 13 June, fighter planes from the U.5.5. SUWANEE,
an aireraft ocarrier escort ocovering a small task unit
movement in the SOUTH PACIFIC, damaged an inquisitive
enemy Mitsubishl bomber.

Late in the night of 13 June, enemy bombers were
over GUADALCANAL. A total of three bombs fell near
EOKUMBONA. No persomnnel or material casualties ococurred.
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On the night of 12 June, seven Army Liberators
and three Fortresses bombed KAHILI, BUIN Aree. Results
were uncbserved. All our planes returned.
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On 10 June five MITSUBISHI bombers were shot down by
our fighters off the North of MALAITA ISLAND instead of
four as reported in the morning summary of 11 June.

These bombers had earlier that day unsuccessfully
attacked one of our destroyer-escorted transport groups
en route to GUADALCANAL.

During the afternocon of 10 June, the steamer JEAKN LYKES
was unsuccessfully attacked by a twin-engine Japanese bomber
110 miles Southeast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND.

After nightfall of 10 June, seven Flying Fortresses and
eight Avengers attacked the BUIN AREA, A small fire was
started. One Flying Fortress 1s reported missing.

At about 10:48 a.m.,, 12 June, Army, Navy and Marine
fighters intercepted forty.to fifty Japanese fighter planes
in the wvicinity of the HUSSELL ISLANDS. Twenty-five ZEROS
were shot down and eight others probably destroyed. We lost
one Corsair, four Wildecats, and one Warhawk, Only two of our
pllots are reported missing.

At 11:16 a,m. 12 June, two Army Liberators attacked two
MITSUEISEI bombers twenty miles West of BUKA ISLAND. One
enemy bomber was shot down,.
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™ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At about 11:25 a.m. 10 June, four Mitsublshi enemy
medium bombers were intercepted and shot down over the
north side of MALATTA ISLAND. Three of the enemy bombers
were aococounted for by three Marine Corsalr fighters. The
other was destroyed by an Army Lightnlng fighter.

On 10 June, ten Army Liberators escorted by eleven
Warhawks and four Lightnings bombed with unobserved results
the revetment and bivouac areas at VILA, EOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND. All our planes returned.
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At 3:03 p.m. 9 June, seven Fortresses escorted by
twelve Warhawks and four Lightnings bombed the runwey
and revetment areas on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. No U.S.
losses were sustained.
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At 11:10 a.m. 7 June, about forty or fifty enemy
Zeros and torpedo bombers were intercepted by our fighter
planes between the RUSSELL ISLANDS end BURAKU ISLAND.
¥Nineteen Zeros were shot down and six demeaged. We lost
seven planes but three of the pilots were recovered.

In addition, two of our fighter planes were lost beczuse
of weather conditions. The pilots, howsver, were saved.
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At 10:50 a.m. & June, nine Dauntless dive bombers
and twelve Avengers escorted by thirty-two Wildeats
attacked enemy anti-airoraft positions on MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA with unobserved results. No U.B. losses were
sustained.

On the same day at 3:45 p.m., ten Lightnings and
elght Warhawks machine-gunned EKAKASA VILLAGE on CHOISEUL
ISLAND. Our airoraft returned safely.

The submarine SCAMP, returning from patrol of the
ATMTRALTY ISLANDS, reports attacking and probably sinking
on 28 May in the vieinity of TENCH ISLAND (north of the
northern end of NEW IRELAND) an escorted enemy oargo
veassel.

Wnninhhavra, Hotte
b XAV
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tn the night of 4 June, two Liberators unsuccessfully
bombed a small enemy cargo vessel and its escort in the vi-
einity of FAISI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

fn the early morning of 5§ June, four Flying Fortresses
bombed KAHILI, BUIN AREA. Results of this attack were not
reported.

At about 11:55 a.m. 5 June, eighteen Dauntless Dive
Bombers and twelve Avengers, escorted by twenty-six Warhawks,
twenty-one Corsairs, and six Lightnings, bombed an enemy
destroyer, a corvette, and a medium-sized cargo vessel in the
BOUGAINVILLE AREA, Several 500-pound bomb hits were scored
on the destroyer, which is believed sunk. The corvette and
the cargo vessel were set on fire,

An undetermined, but apparently a large number of enemy
Zeros attempted to intercept our shipping attack. In the en-
sulng engagement fifteen Zeros were shot down and three dam-
aged, Four of our planes are missing and, in addition, one
Avenger crash-landed on cne of the HUSBELﬁ ISLANDS.
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On the aftermoon of 3 June, two Liberators
attacked and destroyed a small coastal steamer in
TINPUTS HARBOR, northeast oocast of BOUGAINVILLE.
Later, these pinnu gtrafed and set afire another
small comstal steamer in TEOP HARBOR, northeast coast
of BOUGAINVILLE. The latter vessel was abandoned
after the attack.
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At nightfall 31 May, three Liberators bombed coast-
line enemy concentration sites at TINPUTS HARBOR and NUMA
NUMA HAREOR on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
Substantial fires were started, Two small steamers off
TINPUTS were bombed, - one of which, on fire, had to be
beached and the other was given a good strafing.
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On 30 May, a roving Liberator strafed an enemy freighter
off BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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On the afterncon of 29 May, a Liberator unsucocess-
fully bombed a orulser and a destroyer off EMFRESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE (ocentral western ooast). The
ships were then strafed by the bomber from a low altitude.

The submarine GAR returned from patrol of TARAKAN,
TABLAS STRAIT and MANILA and reported sinking by gunfire
the followlng:

On 2 May, a 500 ton loaded coastal motor ship
off the EOETAI RIVER SHOALS, BORNEOQ.

6 May, & 300 ton loaded esuxiliary salling ship
four miles off TARAKAN, BOENEO.

7 May, a 50 ton trawler elight miles west of
the southern entrance of ALICE CHANNEL,
northeast BORNEO.

8 May, a 500 ton motor ship off ZAMBOANGA,
PHILIFFINES

-

19 May, & 75 ton motor ocoaster esmst of MAMGKALTEAT,

20 May, & 50 ton sailing ship southwest of CAFE
WILLIAM, west oocast of CELEEES.

The following vessels were sunk by torpedoes:

9 May, off southern NEGROS, FHILIFFINES a
3,000 ton freighter.

15 May, east of DUMALI POINT, MINDORO, a 6,000
ton freighter in an escorted convoy and later
on the same day another 6,000 ton freighter
engaged in the resoue of survivors of the
previous attack.
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During the morning of 28 May, twelve Avengers,
twelve Dauntless dive bombers, thlrty-tm Wildoats,
eight Alracobras and eight Warhawks, out on a strike

ainst possible enemy shipping in the EKOLOMBANGARA

Area, failed to loocate any targets due to bad

weather. However, the Avengers bombed MUNDA, NEW
GEORGIA and soored hits on the runway and the revetment
area. Fires and explosions were observed. Enemy
anti-airorarft fire wes intense and three Avengers were
damaged., Two of these planes were foroced to land in
the water off the HRUSSELL ISLANDS. The orews were
recovered.
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L
At 9:55 a.m. 24 Mey, nineteen Avengers, four

Wildeats, covered by sixteen Wildeats, bombed and
strafed RINGI COVE, west of VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAKD.

At 9:45 a.m. 25 May, twelve Dauntless dlve bombers
and one Avenger bombed enemy instellations in REKATA

BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Eight Willdoats, protected by
twenty~-four Wildoats, thoroughly stirafed SUAVANU POINT

(southeast coast of REKATA BAY). Explosions of ammunition
dumps and a large fire were observed. HNo U.5. lossesa

were sugtained.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

S8trong formations of Liberators and Fortresses
heavily pounded KAHTLI, BUIN, TONOLEI in the SHORTLAND
Area and MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA during the night of 23-24

May.

Three enamy cargo vessels, sighted by Liberators
in the SHORTLAND Area, were bombed. HResults are unknown.

On the night of 23 May, GUADALCANAL weas ralded by
three enemy bombers. No damage and one slight casualty
was sustained.

A little later after midnight on the night of
23=24 May, one enemy plane attempted to rald ESPIRITU
SANTO. The bomba fell without effeot in the water.
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On 23 Mey, the pstrol gunboat NIAGARA wes attacked
by a twin-engine, high level, bomber 50 mlles east of
CAPE SURVILLE, SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND and susteined some
demsge. A second attack by six twin-engine bombers
followed 25 minutes later. The vessel wenz seriously
demnged and considered & totel loss. Upon orders from
her commending officer, the ship was torpedoed and sunk
by an accompanying PT boat.

The merchant tanker STANVAC MANILA was torpedoed
90 miles south of NOUMEA on the early morning of 24 May.
The vessel was reported to have sunk later in the dey.
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Due to poor weather, four Avengers out on a strike
against enemy shipping on the night of 20 May in the
BUIN Area falled to loocate their targets. One plene

is missing.
During the night of 20-21 May, Liberators bombed

KAHILI, BUIN Area and BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area.
Hits were scored on the runwey at KAHILY and on an

enemy searchlight position.
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& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of 19-20 May, sbout eight enemy
bomberas dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL, killling fourteen
men and injuring twenty. Meterlsl damage 1s reported
as minor. Our night fighters shot down two of the
enemy plenes.
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On the night of 18 Mey, six Japanese bombers
dropped bombs on our positions on the RUSSELL ISLANDS
and on GUADALCANAL. No reports of damage or
caguaslties have been received,

On the night of 18 May, additional mines were
laid off the south coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. This
task was accomplished by thirty Avengers mssisted by
four Flying Fortresses which carried out diversional
bombing ettacks. Four of the Avengers are missing.

St e

:

“

—
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The report of 18 May concerning the Submarine GUDGEON's
patrol activities indicated that she had sunk a "sloop" on
28 April southwest of NASO POINT, PANAY. A correction of a
garbled despatch now indicates thlt she sank a much larger
vessel.
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On the morning of 17 May, dive bombers struck
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

The submarine GRAYBACK, on petrol in BISMARCES-

SOLOMONE Area, scored several hits in a large enenmy
destroyer end in two fairly large enemy frelghters.
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The Bubtmarine GUDGEON returned from patrol in the vi-
einity of the west coast of PANAY and AR STRAITS and
reported as followsi=-

25 April - In MAKASSAR STRAITS sank an 8000-ton MARU,
28 April - Southwest of NASO POINT, PANAY, sank a sloop.
4 May - In vicinity of NASO POINT, PANAY, sank a
500-ton MARU,
5 May =~ Near PANAY sank a 1500-ton freighter,

(ne of the ship's officers, Lieutenant Pendland,
was lost in the action of 4 May.
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On the morning of May 16th, thirteen Deuntless and

four Alracobras, escorted by sixteen Wildeats, bombed
and strafed REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. All our

planes returned.

On May 16th, the Liberty Ship W.K. VANDERBILT was
reported as being torpedoed 185 miles southwest of SUVA.

9 B.M. Hﬂ.}" 13. 1943,
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BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)
No action reports received.

CENTRAL PACIFIC,

On May 15th. eighteen Liberators (Army B-24's) departed
MIDWAY to bomb WAKE ISLAND, Undue fuel consumption required
the early return of four planes. Rescue operations are seek-
ing another that came down on the water. Weather conditions
at WAKE precluded observation of a bombing by seven of the
planes. Twenty-two enemy fighters engaged our bombers. Two
of these fighters were shot down and ancther probably des-
troyed. Our personnel suffered no serious injury. With the
exception noted, all our planes came back.
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Avenger torpedo planes attacked four enemy cargo
veasels off PUPUKUNA POINT, BUIN Area. One vessel was

set on fire.

At 4 a.m. Mey lith, the Allied hospital ship CENTAUR
was torpedoed and sunk by an enemy submarine off BRISBANE,

AUSTRALIA.
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On the night of May 13, five Flying Iortresses attacked
KAHTLI-BUIN Area and BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area and started
several large fires. TFour Avenger Torpedo Flanes asslisted by
two planes dropping flares attacked enemy shipping in the
vioinity of BUIN, SHORTLAND Area. Two hits were scored on &
pargo vessel which was observed to explode.

Enemy shipping in the BUIN Area was agaln sttacked by four
torpedo planes end flare plenes on the night of May 1l4. Results
of this attack have not been reported. At the same time,
Liberator Bombers in support haressed KAHILI end BALLALE ISLAND.

On the night of May 13, asbout four enemy bombers dropped
bombs on GUADATCAWAL and set fire to a munitions dump.
Lightnings attacked the enemy plenee and definitely destroyed
one bomber, possibly another, and damaged a third.

Three snemy planes attempted three sinzle high level
bombing attacks ageinst our task units operating southeast
of SAN CHISTOBAL ISLAND on key 13 end 14. All attacks were
unsuccesaful.

The submarine DRUM returned from patrol of the waters in
the vieinity of the AMMIRALTY ISLANDS and WEW HANOVER and
reported as follows:

At noon April 9, ettacked a convoy of four cargo
vessels escorted by & submarine chaser. One medium
alzed vessel was sunk. Later that night, the DRUM
again attacked and sank s 5000-ton freighter.

At noon April 15, the DHUM attacked and sank a
large unescorted freighter.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.]

At 1:50 a.m. May 13th, one Liberator bombed KAHILI,
BUIN Ares. HResults were unobserved. At the same time,
another Liberator bembed BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area
with unobserved results.

On May 13th at 1 p.m. our fighters encountered about
twenty-five Zeros over the RUSSELL ISLANDS and deflnitely
shot down slxteen and probably two more, Corsair fighter
planes accounted for fifteen of the Zeros. Flve of our
planes were shot down but two of the pllots were recovered.

Eighteen men were killed and eleven seriously injured
by an explosion aboard the light crulser NASHVILLE during
the bombardment of VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND on the night
of May 12th-13th.

A premature firing of a six inch powder charge in a
gun chamber of No. 3 turret caused the exploslon which
demeged and incapacitated the left and center guns of the
turret.

Enemy submarine motivity off the eastern coast of
AUSTRALIA continues. At 2:14 p.m. May 12th, a British
ship wes torpedoed 180 miles south of AUSTRALIA. However,
no casualties resulted esnd the vessel was able to reach
port.
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At 3:15 a.m. May 12th, two Flying Fortresses
bombed BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area and started a
large fire which burned for twenty minutes.

At sbout the same time, another Flyling Fortress
bombed KAHILI, BUIN Area. A number of fires were
observed which appeared to be burning enemy aireraft.

Later, at 8:40 a.m., twelve Avengers and twelve
Deuntless dive bombers escorted by eight Werhawks and
sixteen Corsairs attacked enemy enti-sircraft positioms,
runwey end revetment areas at LWMUNDA, NEW GECRGIA.

The mining of an area on the east coast of
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND wes completed according to plan
on the night of May l12th-13th. This cperation was
supported by the simulteneous bombardment of VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND end MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA by cruisers
end destroyers. Complete detsils have not been received.
However, at VILA, our bombardment group encountered
ineffective fire from light enesmy shore batteries.

The submarine WAHOO, completing & patrol off HONEHU,
Japenese Empire, reports sinking three enemy ships
totaling 25,000 tons and demaging a large frelghter.

Supplementing the report contained in the morning
gummary of Msy 1lth, the submarine PLUNGER reports

sinking five medium large ships instead of four in the
enemy convoy from THUK, CAROLINE ISLANDS.
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During the early morning of Mesy 1llth, three
Flying Fortresses bombed KAHILI, BUIN Area and started
two fireas.

Two Flying Fortresses bombed SHORTLAND ISLAND at
L4 a.m, May 11th with unobserved resultas.

At 9:40 s.m. May 1lth, thirteen Dauntless dive
bombers, one Avenger and eight Wildoats escorted by
glxteen Corsalrs bombed and strafed enemy positions,
two barges and one float bi-plane in REKATA BAY, SANTA
ISABEL ISLAND. The enemy seaplane was set on fire.
¥No U.3. losses were sustained.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the morning of Mey 10th, eighteen Dasuntless
dive bombers end elghteen Avengers eascorted by twenty-
Tour Corsalrs, slxteen Wildecets and eight Lightnings,
after unsuccessfully searching for enemy shipping in
the BLACKETT STRAIT Area, attacked enemy positions in
the MUNDA Area, NEW GEORGIA. WMUNDA POINT, GURASI, LEEA
and LAMBETI were bombed. Hits were scored on anti-
eireraft positions at MUNDA POINT and fires were started
et GURASI.

During the afterncon of May 10th, slx Dauntless
dive bombers esnd six Avengers escorted by twenty-one
Corseirs bombed VANGAVANGA (southwest coast of
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND).

No U.S. planes were lost in the day's operations.

An incomplete report indicstes that f'our ships out
of & Japanese five-ship convoy from TRUK, CAROLINE
ISLANDS have been sunk by submarine action. The remaining
enemy vessel 1s demaged and dead in the water. Apparently
the submarine PLUNGER made the attack and 1s at present
keeping the damaged enemy ship under observation, after
having expended all her torpedoes. When evaileble,
further detalls will be forwarded.
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The following Information has been recelved, based
on a reassessment of damege sustained by enemy surface
units from mines in BLACKETT STRAIT (south of
EGLD&EAMARA ISLAND) and our dive bomber attack on May

th:=

One destroyer badly demaged end probably
sunk.

One destroyer badly demaged end beached.

One destroyer badly damaged.

One destroyer slightly demaged.

Bad weather prevented 108 of our planes from reaching
these ships in order to complete the destruction.

The submarine DRUM, returning from patrol north of
NEW IRELAND, reports sinking three enemy carzo vessels
totaling 17,000 tons.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd).

Two enemy vessels damaged by our mines in BLACHKETT
STRAIT (south of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group)
souttled themselves on the morning or May B8th. A light
cruiser or a desatroyer in the vicinity was reported as
possibly demaged.

On the night of May 6-7th, two Liberators harassed
KAHILI, BUIN Area, FAURO ISLAND end BALALE ISLAND, SHORT-
LAND Area.

At 11 a.m. May 8th, Dauntless Dive Bombers attacked
saveral enemy destroyers nesr the Southeast coast of
GIZO ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. One 1,000 1b, bomb hit
was scored on a destroyer in GIZ0 anchorage. Several
near misses were observed on two other destroyers. One
Deuntless Dive Bomber is missing.

Three Avengers and thirty-two Corsairs bombed and
strafed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
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On the afternoon of May 6th, an enemy seaplane was shot
down southwest of NEW CGUINEA by one of our search planes.
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On May 5th. & formation of Lightnings and Corsairs,
totaling sixteen planes, strafed enemy installations on
VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND, Hﬂﬂ GEORGIA GROUP,

(n the morning of 6 May a force consisting of nine-
teen Dauntless, elghteen Avengers, and eight NEW ZEALANRD
Warhawks, escorted by thirty-two fighters, attacked MUNDA
Adrfield., Beveral fires were seen and numerous explosions
caused, Anti-aircraft fire was heavy. One Avenger was
destroyed by anti-aireraft fire and one Wildecat 1s missing.
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On May 4 two attacking groups each of six Avengers, six
Dauntless, and eight Corsalrs struck, at the same time, VANGA
VANGA and RINGI COVE, KOLOMBANGARA IéLA.H‘D, NEW GEORGIA GROUP.
These attacks followed a strafing and bombing of these areas
by elght NEW ZEALAND Warhawks and sixteen Wildcats., BSmoke was
seen at RINGI COVE and a fire at VANGA VANGA. Reports indicate
the ventures were highly productive. All our planes returned.

On May 4 three Flying Fortresses bombed VILA, FKOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA GROUP. The weather precluded observation
of the results. A bombing of REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND,
produced one fire.

The Liberty Ship WILLIAM WILLIAMS, reported torpedoed by
;ﬁ enemy submarine on May 2, was still afloat and underway on
¥y 3.

The Submarine TROUT, returning from war patrol in the
WESTERN PACIFIC, sank one, and set on fire, another trawler.

The Submarine FLYING FISH, returning from another patrol
in the same area, sank four enemy freighters totalling 28,000
tons, probably beached another of 5,000 tons, and one ship of
7,600 tons managed to escape with two torpedoes in her.
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In the afternocon of Mey 2nd, six Avengers covered
by slxteen Wildeats hit the target ares in \MUNDA, WEW
GEORGIA with one half dozen blockbusters.

Un May 3rd, a dozen each of Avengers, Deuntless
and Corsailrs escorted by elght Wildeats, eight Werhawks
and six Lizhtnings, a total of Tirfty-elight planes, bombed
and strafed REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Bivouse
areas, antl-alreraft positions and buildings were hit.
A large fire was started. All our planes returned.

On April 30th, a third Liberty Ship, PETER SYLVESTER
of 7176 tons was unsuccessfully attacked by an enemy
submarine midway between SUVA and TONGATABU in the South
Pacifiec.
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On May 2nd. six Avengers escorted by sixteen Wildcats
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. The east end of the alrfleld,
runway, and revetments were hit,

On May 1st, the Liberty Ship PHOEBE A. HEARST of
7181 tons was torpedoed 265 miles southeast of SUVA, FIJI
ISLANDS, by an enemy submarine, The ship exploded and sank
five hours later. Most of the crew left the ship In two
1ife boats. Eight survivors on a raft were rescued by a
Flying Catalina and are now in SUVA.

The Liberty Ship WILLIAM WILLIAMS of 7181 tons was
torpedoed by an enemy submarine on May 2nd. about 240 miles
southeast of SUVA, FIJI ISLANDS., Although the ship has been
abandonesd by her crew, reports received indicate the pos-
sibility of towing the WILLIAM WILLIAMS to port.
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During the early morning of April 30th, five Flying
Fortresses bombed KAHTLI, BUIN AREA.

Later on the same morning, nine Avengers, nine
Deuntless Dive Bombers and four Corsairs supported by
Fighters attecked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

Although hempered by bod weather, four Corsairs strafed
REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND at 5:10 p.m. April 30th.

+7386
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) A Liberator bombed NUMA NUMA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
at 6:45 p.m. April 29th,

During the night of April 29th, six Liberators
bombed KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Four fires were
atarted, two of whioh were visible for 50 miles.

KAHTLI, BUIN Area was harassed by five Flying
Fortresses during the early morning of April 30th. A
large fire was started.

Enemy installations et VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND
were bombed and strafed by nine Deauntless dive bombers,
nine Avengers end four Alrscobras escorted by twenty-
eight Wildoats at 11:25 a.m. April 30th.

At 5:10 p.m. April 30th, four Corsairs strefed the
bivouasc area at REEATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

In all these operations, no U.S. planes were lost.
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S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 5:30 a.m. April 28th, & Japanese patrol of one
officer and elght men, attempting to escape from
GUADALCANAL by working up the coast in & small boat, was
intercepted and wiped out by our troops in the vicinity
of BEAUFORT BAY (west coast of GUADALCANAL).

On April 29th, one of our smell task units was
unsuccessfully attacked by & Mitsublshi type 1 bomber
east of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND.

During the morning of April 29th, two Flylng
Fortressea harassed KAHTLI, BUIN Area. Due to poor
visibility, results were unchbserved.

At 8 a.m. April 29th, six Avengers and six Dauntless
dive bombers esocorted by sixteen Wildeets attacked MULNDA,
NEW GEORGIA. Hits were scored on the runway, revetment
area and on an anti-aireraft position.

On the same day at 8:30 s.m., 8lx Avengers, eight
Dauntless dive bombers and four Corsairs covered by
eight Lightnings snd eight other Corsairs struck GATERE
on the west coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. A smell calibre
antl-aireraft position was sillenced and a barge pler
destroyed.

Later, at 3:45 p.m., elght Deuntless dive bombers,
8lx Avengers and four Corsalrs escorted by four Lightnings
end eight Corsairs attecked PELPELI (two miles northwest
of GATERE). A fire was started.

In all these operations, no U.3. planes were lost.
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The U.S5. submerine GRAYLING, returning from patrol
off TARAKAN, VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE and MANILA, reports es
follows:

March 28th - demsged and possibly sank
e 10,000 ton tanker (NIPPON MARU class) 17
milea southeast of TARAKAN, BORNEOQ.

April 7th - damsaged & 7,000 ton cargo
vessel with two torpedo hits in VERDE ISLAND
PASSAGE (north of MINDORO) end probably
demaged & 1,500 ton freighter with 20 mm
fire.

Aprll 9th - attacked a six ship convoy
escorted by destroyers east of MINDORO and
sank a 7,000 ton freighter end a 6,000 ton
freighter.

April 13th - sank by gunfire a 2,000 ton
cargo vessel 60 miles west of SAN JOSE, PANAY.

April 18th - senk by gunfire a 150 ton
schooner 165 miles southwest of MAKASSAR,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On April 28th a Liberator bombed KAHILI, BUIN Area.
Another attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Bad weather,
which hempered flying operations, prevented observation
of results.

The following edditionel informetion has besn received
on the bombings of NAURU ISLAND and TARAWA, reported in the
summaries of April 2lst end April 25th:-

Anelysis of photogrephs reveals that
the phosphate refineries on NAURU ISLAKD
were destroyed. Damage to other enemy
instellations was congiderable.

Although complete details relative
to the damsge Inflicted on TARAWA have not
been reported, 1t 1s reported that the damage
was extensive.

Japenese submarine activities continue off the eastern
coast of AUSTRALIA. The LYDIA M. CHILDS reported being
torpedoed 120 miles northeast of SYDNEY. A subsequent search
falled to locate the vessel or any survivors.
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Twelve Liberators attacked KAHILI, EUIN Area,
BALLALE ISLAND and VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND during
the early morning of April 27th. At KAHILI, an enemy
fighter was encountered and driven off without damage.
A number of I'ires were started at BALLALE and VILA.

Later on the same morning, five Fortresszes bombed
KAHTLI. Due to poor vlsibllity results were unobserved.

At 9:59 p.m. April 25th, one of our submarines

senk an 8,000 ton escorted enemy cargo vessel 235 miles
northeast by north of BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO.
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Enemy positions at KAHTLI, BUIN Area were harassed
by three Lliberators on the early morning of April 256th.

It is believed that at least three Japenese
submarines are operating in the BRISBANE Area. On April
Z24th at 7 p.m. the Alllied vessel KOWARRA (2100 gross tons)
was torpedoed and sank 180 miles northeast of BRISBANE.
At 1 a.m. April 26th the Allied ship LIMERICK (870C gross
tons) was torpedoed and sank 130 miles southeast of
BRISBANE,
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At 12:15 p.m. April 25th, four Corsairas, after
strefing enemy positions on KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, sighted
end attacked ten enemy bombers escorted by twenty Zeros
over BURAKU ISLAND (95 miles west northwest of LUNGA
POINT, GUADALCANAL). The enemy planes were on a south-
easterly course apparently on & bombing mission. After
losing five Zeros, the enemy reversed course and was
later seen flying towerds BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Two of

our planes are missing.
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A preliminary report indleates that a force of
Liberators operating from FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS,
bombed enemy positions on TARAWA, GILEERT ISLANDS.
Apparently, all our planes returned, although enemy
anti-aircraft fire and fighter opposition was encountered.
inalysis of demege to enemy installations has not been
completed and therefore not reported.

At 1:45 p.m., April 24, twelve (12) Avengers and
twelve (12) Dauntless dive bombers, escorted by sixteen
(16) Wildeats, attacked revetments, anti-asircraft
positions and the runwey on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A large
fire and a heevy explosion were observed. Two buildings
in the wicinity of LAMBETI PLANTATION, MUNDA, were de-
stroyed end the RINGI COVE Area was strafed. No U.S.
losses were sustained.
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The submarine TAUTOG, after completing a patrol in
the viocinity of MAKASSAR, BANDA SEA and TIMOR, reporta
as Tfollows:=-

March 4th - attacked by gunfire & 3,000-ton cargo
vessel 60 miles southwest of MAKASSAR, CELEEES. The
enemy made good his escape in shallow water.

March 10th - destroyed by gunfire a 40-ton sampan
northeast of BALIKPAPAN, BORNEO.

March 17th - fired a torpedo into a beached tanker
previously damaged by aireraft on the southeast coast
of BOETON, CELEBES.

March 18th - destroyed by gunfire a 50-ton schooner
in SALIER STRAIT.

April 9th - attacked a 5-ship convoy with destroyer
escort in BUTON STRAIT (between MOENA end BOETON, CELEBES).
Complete observatlion of results was prevented by depth
charges. However, one destroyer and cne 7,000-ton
freighter were later observed to be bemched and are
therefore considered damaged. There is & possibility that
another ship in the convoy mey have been damaged.

Regraded Unclassified
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The followlng details of interest have been recelved
in connection with the merial engegement end the destruetion
of three enemy bombers over KAHILI, BUIN Area, reported in

the summary of April 18th:-

Four Lightnings, whioch did all the attacking, covered
by twelve other Lightnings, sighted two bombers 33 miles
northeast of KAHILI at 4,500 feet. The enemy bombers were
escorted by six Zeros flying esbout 1,500 to 2,000 feet
aboveé and slightly to the rear. The Zeros struck at the
Lightnings while the bombers parted and dived. One bomber
was attacked at treetop level and coreshed in flames. The
second bomber, after having its tail sectlon shot off,
turned on its baeck and crashed to the ground. Later, a
third bomber was encountered when the Lightnings were
withdrawing from the original scene of action. This bomber,
after being attacked, exploded in the air.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Dive torpedo bombers attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA
at 4 p.m. April 22nd. PBombs were dropped on the runway
and on enemy anti-aireraft positions which were silenced.
Later, Corsalrs strafed the vicinity and set fire to three
grounded enemy planes. Followling this atteck, the Corsairs
attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. No U.S5. losses wers
sustained.

On the nizht of April 22nd, three Liberztors bombed
KAHTLY, BUIN Area.

At 7:45 a.m. April 23rd, twelve Dauntless dive
bombers asnd fourteen Corsairs bombed and strafed enemy
installations in REEATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Mo U.S5.
plenes were lost.

The following sdditional detells have been recelved
on the bombing of FUNAFUTI, mentioned in yesterdsy'a
BUMmMAaTY: -

The enemy bombers attacked twice before dawn on April
23rd. The first ettack of about five planes caused two
personnel casualties and allight material damage In addition
to several small fireas. The second wave of approximstely
six bombers destroyed two parked Liberators and dameged
the radic station.
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Fighters strafed enemy instellations in the
BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT Area on April 21st. On the same
day, & search plane bombed an enemy radio statlon near
CAPE ALEXANDER, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

Eight Flying Fortresses, four Liberstors and seven
Avengers attacked POPORANG ISLAND (southeast coast of
SHORTLAND ISLAND) during the night of April 2lst. Many
:iras were started, two of which were visible for forty

les.

At the same time, two Avengers sttscked an enemy
cargo vessel west of PUPUKUNA POINT, BUIN Area. Hits
were probably scored although observetlon was prevented
by enemy night fighter interception. No U.S. losses
were sustained.

4 preliminary report indicetes that about five
enemy bombers attscked FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDE between
2:28 a.m. and 2:59 a.m. April 22nd. Two personnel
cesualtles have been reported and several small fires
were started. Materisl damage is estimeted to be lizht.

An enemy submarine unsuccessfully attacked the U.S.

tanker WESTERN SUN 180 miles east northeast of TUTUILA,
SAMOA.
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The Submarine TUNA, returning from patrol of the SHORT-
%1?? ISLANDS and north u} the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, reports as
ollowsi=

March 30th. - Attacked a four-ship convoy es=-
corted by a subchaser and a corvette., One freighter
of 8,500 tons was sunk,

Although depth charged after the first attack,
the TUNA returned on March 3lst., and again attacked
the convoy, scoring one torpedo hit and probably
sinking a é,500~ton freighter. Subsequent depth
charge attacks prevented re-establishment of con-
tact with the remainder of the convoy.
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Flying in bad weather, five Liberators bombed
enemy installations in NUMA NUMA Harbor, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND on the night of April 20th. Results were
unchserved.

At 7:40 B.m. April 20th, elght Avengers and twelve
Deuntleas dive bombers attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Hits
were scored on the runway and in the dispersal areas.
Enemy anti-alroraft positions were silenced and several

Tires started.
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SOQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On April 21st. a force of twenty-two Liberators made a
daylight bombing attack on NAURU ISLAND in the GILBERT Group.
In spite of heavy anti-ailrcraft fire and defending fighter

lanes, much damage was done to the phosphate works., Our
Euuburl shot down five Zeros, There is a possiblility of two
more Zeros having been destroyed.

All our planes returned, although three were damaged.
Nine of our personnel were wounded, two of them serlously.
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On April 19th. 17 tons of bombs were dropped by seven
Fortresses on KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At the same time ten Avengers were blasting the KAHILI
Adrfield, runways, and contiguous territory in the BUIN AREA.

Three hours later seven more Avengers struck at ship-
ping in TONALEI Harbor, BUIN AREA. One frelghter received a
direct hit and a lecnnﬁ frelghter was subjected to several
near misses.

On April 20th. a group of Avengers and Dauntless planes
dropped bombs on the runway and defensive positions at A,
NEW GEORGIA., Anti-airecraft fire was sllenced at several places
and a large fire was started which continued to burn for one=-
half hour.
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The enemy dropped 17 hnmbsf inecluding incendiaries,

on GUADALCANAL during the night of April 18th.-19th. A
small arms dump caught fire, one of our airecraft suffered

damage, and two men were wounded,

The attack occasioned the debut of the P-70's (night
fighters) which accounted for one of the enemy bombers,

During the night of April 18th, a formation of
Liberators registered hits on the runway at MUNDA, REW
GEORGIA. A large explosion was alsc heard.
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Twelve Dauntless dive bombers and thirteen Wildeats
attacked MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA on the afternoon of April
17th. Hits were scored on the dispersal and runwey arees.

During the night of April 17th, formationa of
Liberators, Fortresses and Avengers attacked KAHILI, BUIN
Area. Hlts were socored on the runway and disperssl aresas
resulting in fires visible for 30 miles. All our planes
returned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 9130 p.m. April 16, eleven Avengers, five Fortresses,
and nine Liberators attacked enemy installations and ship-
ping at KAHILI and BALLALE, SHORTLAND AREA. Ome near miss
on an oller was scored in additien to a hit alongside of a
cargo vessel. No United States losses were sustained.

Two enemy planes bombed our GUADALCANAL positlons on
the night of April 16, A small fuel dump was set on fire
and three men were wounded. It is believed that cne of the
enemy planes was shot down by our anti-aireraft fire,

(n April 18 a number of our Lightnings engaged two
enemy bombers, escorted by six Zeros over KAHILI, BUIN AREA.
Two bombers and three Zeros were shot down. Later, another
enemy bomber was encountered and destroyed. Ome of our
fighter planes is missing.

On the night of April 17 two Avengers attacked one
large enemy cargo vessel and another southeast of FAURO,
SHORTLAND AREA. Five hits were scored on the large vessel,
estimated to be 10,000 tons, and this vessel was later seen
with decks awash.

On the same night two other Avengers encountered two
enemy cargo vessels northwest of PUPUKUNA, BOUGAINVILLE IS-
LAND. Two hits were scored on one vessel and several near
misses on the other. Enemy installations at KAHILI, BUIN
AREA, were also bombed.
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£OUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The Submarine TAMBOR, returning from patrol in CELEBES-
SULU SEAB, reports scoring one hit with three torpedces in
a 2,500-ton off the southern tip of NEGROS ISLAND on
22 ihrch and d-nnging an escorted 5,000-ton Maru in another
attack on 29 March off the northeast tip of PANAY ISLAND.
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At 11:30 a.m. April 15th, six Avengers and fifteen
Wildcats bombed the runway end dispersal erea at MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA.

Later on the same day at 2:30 p.m., two Avengers
and four Corsalrs escorted by fifteen Wildeats attacked
end senk an 80-foot camouflaged vessel in REKATA BAY,
SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND was attacked at 4:08 p.m.
April 15th by five Dauntless dive bombers supported by
fourteen Wildeats. A building, belleved to be & power
generating station, was destroyed.
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SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 4:20 p.m. April 1lith, six Avengers and sixteen
Wildoets bombed and strafed three cemoullaged enemy

barges in VIRU HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA. Three fires were
started.
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* SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of April 12th, two Liberators bombed
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

At B:15 a.m. April 13th, eleven Avengers supported
by fourteen Corsairs and seven Lightnings bombed and
strafed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Hlts were scored and fires
started in an ammunition dump end bivouac erea. Bombs
were dropped on the runway and dispersal areas. One
Corsailr is missing due, apperently, to engine difficulty.

It i8 reported that an Allied merchant ship of
undisclosed tonnage was sunk by an enemy submarine 210
miles south southwest of Sydney.

- 333 -



& @

Coumcx Fux UNITED STATES FLEET

HzapguasTens oF THE COMMANTER N CHEY

SEQRET

9 a.m. April 13, 1943.
QUTH PACIFIC ACTION jGont'd.I

<
i

On the evening of April 1lth, seven Lightnings and
elght Corsairs strafed REEATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND
and silenced four enemy enti-aircraft positionms.

At midnight April 1lth - 12th, a Catalins dropped
bombs on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.
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At 9120 p.m. April 1llth. seven Flying Fortresses at-
tacked EAHILI, BUIN AREA. Two Fortresses falled to return,
apparently due to unfavorable weather. HResults of this
attack were unobserved.

At 7:30 a.m. April 12th, six Avengerz and twenty-
three Wildeats bombed and strafed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,
and started a fire in a bivouac area., At the same time
three Avengers attacked RINGI COVE (three miles northwest
of VILA) and started a fire. No U.S. planes were lost,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

On the night of April 10th and 1llth, a Catalina
bombed MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A smell fire was started.

T

At 6:57 a.m. April 1lth, twelve Avengers bombed
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Hits were scored on the runwey and y/f
anti-eireraft positions. - Fires and heavy exploslions

wera observed.

On the early morning of April llth, three Liberators /
herassed KAHTILI, BUIN Area. Bombs were dropped on the
runwey and adjacent anti-aireraf't positions.

A search plane operating from GUADALCANAL sighted
and attascked on the early afterncon of April l1llth an
enemy formation of one light crulser and several
destroyers 200 miles northeast of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
Four bombe were dropped. Hesults have not been reported.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the night of lgril 9th, and 10th, the Bubmarine
POMPANO, operating off HONSHU, Japanese Empire, sighted
and attacked an enemy surface formation of six medium and
one llrgn ship. The latter vessel 1s belleved to be the
airoraft carrier BHOKAKU (length - B26 feet, speed - 30
knots, plane capacity - 63). After having i‘im six tor=-
pedoes, three of which exploded prematurely, the POMPANO
reports that she heard two possible hits on the carrler.

The latest report recelved on the air action over
GUADALCANAL on April 7th., informs that twenty-five Zeros
and twelve dive bombars were shot down, in addition to
two enemy planes which were seen to crash-land in the water.
(ne enemy dive bomber crew has been captured., Of the seven
planes lost only two of our pllots are missing.

It is reported, but not confirmed, that the Submarine
TUNNY scored seven torpedo hits on two }upunaaa auxiliary
aireraft ecarrisrs south of TRUK.

A U.8, Bubmarine, on April 9th., attacked an enemy
convoy of five lsrahln% vessels escorted by a destroyer and
by aireraft in the CELEBES AREA. (me merchant ship and one
destroyer are lmown to have been beached following this at-

tack.,
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on April 7th. at 10 p.m. the Destroyer STRONG,
while engaged in screening a Task Force, 45 miles north
northwest of CAPE SURVILLE (east end of SAN CRISTOBAL
ISLAND), encountered a surfaced submarine believed to be
a minelayer of the I-121 type. The submarine was sunk by
gun-fire after three 5" hits were scored in addition to
many 40 MM and 20 MM hits, After the enemy sank stern

first two depth charge patterns were dropped to complete
the destruction.
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w S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

The submarine GUDGEON returning from patrol in
the vicinity of SOERABAJA, JAVA and BALIKPAPAN, BORENEQ
reporte sinking 29,539 tons or poesibly 35,243 tons of
enemy shipping as follows:

March 22nd - attacked & seven-shlp destroyer
and corvette escorted convoy 33 miles north
northeast of SOERABAJA sinking a 6,965 ton
ghip and a 5,25, ton veasel. In addition, two
torpedo hits were scored which probebly sank
ancther vessel of 5,704 tons.

March 24th = attacked with torpedoes and
gunfire an enemy subchaser 65 miles east
northeast of SOERABAJA. Three 3-inch hits
were scored.

March 29th - sank with four torpedoes a
10,020 ton tanker (KOKUYO class) 115 miles
northeast of BALIKPAPAN. At noon of the same
day, the GUIGEON sank with two torpedo hits
a 7,300 ton tanker 185 miles north northeast
of BALIKPAPAN.
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SO0UTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

In extremely bad weather, five Avengers bombed
KAHILI, BUIN Area at 4:20 a.m. April 8th. Twelve
Avengers set out to participate in the attack. One
plane crashed after taking off and six are reported
missing. Two Flying Fortresses ordered to asslst
by illumination falled to locate the target.

At L:35 a.m. April 8th, two Flylng Fortresses
bombed enemy searchlight and entl-aireraft installatlons
at KAHILI, BUIN Area. Complete observatlions of results
was not possible due to poor wvisibility.

An additional report relative to the enemy alr
attack on our shipping at TULAGI and GUADALCANAL on
the afterncon of April 7th follows:

The destroyer AARON WARD and the fleet
oller KANAWHA and the New Zealand corvette
MOA are sunk. The fuel hulk ERSKINE PHELPS
end the naval ecargo vessel ADHARA are
damaged. Minor damage was sustained by
other ecraft. Thirty-three to thirty-four
enemy planes were destroyed by fighters and
ghips' gunfire. We lost seven of our planes.
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As & result of this attack, inoomplete reports
indicate the followlng damage to our surface units:

The New Zealand Corvette MOA sunk, All
hands rescued except three enllsted men.

The U.S5, Tanker KANAWHA damaged but
probably will be saved. Personnel casualties
are Unknown.

The Yard District Oller ERSKINE FPHELPS
gamngad and leaking badly. W1ll probably

e saved.

Later that afterncon at 3:17 p.m., the tanker
TAPPAHANNOCE and the destroyer WOODWARD were strafed
by enemy planes twenty miles east of LUNGA POINT and
suffered minor demage. At 3:30 p.m., the badly damaged
AARON WARD sank close to TENETE POINT, FLORIDA ISLAND.
In these actions, at least ten Japanese planes were shot [/
down. f

f
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A delayed report informs that VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND was attacked on April 6th at 6:15 a.m. by
fourteen Dauntless dive bombers supported by four
Avengers and eleven Wildeoats. Hits were scored and a
large fire waas started. No U.S5. planes were lost.

During the night of April 6th - 7th, Catalinas
harassed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. At about the same
time, Flying Fortresses attemcked KAHILI, BUIN Area and
BALLALE ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. A Fortress bombed
and scored two near misses on two enemy gasoline
tankers north of MANNING STRAIT (between CHOISEUL
ISLAND and SANTA ISABEL ISLAND).

On the early morning of April 7th, fourteen dive
bombers and four Avengers escorted by fighters attacked
VILA, EOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Hits were observed on two
enemy enti-sireraft positions and in the blvouac area.
A large fire was started.

At 12:15 p.m. April 7th, six Avengers and six
Dauntless dive bombers escorted by twelve fighters
attacked REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. An enemy
four-engine flying boat wms destroyed. All our planes
returned.

On April éxh at 7:25 p.m., about three enemy
planes bombed GUADALCANAL. HNo casualtles have been
reported but very light demage was susteined, in the
LUNGA POINT, bivouac area.

At 2:40 p.m. April 7th, fifty enemy bombers and
forty-eight fighters attacked our shipping at TULAGI
and KOLI POINT, GUADALCANAL. Sixty-seven of our
fighters engaged the enemy %ﬁﬂm_ﬂw
%IIEE %ﬂ_{lvg %‘ra g%g s other enemy plane was

ar observa o orash. lost aix Wildeats and one
Alrecobra. One of our pllots was recovered.

- 324 -




UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 1IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D C,

amﬁt T 4 p.m, April 7, 1943
otP
BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 3130 p.m. on April 7th. the GUADALCANAL AREA was
subjected to an enemy air raid. The Destroyer AARON WARD
was seriously damaged by two dive bomb hits and a near
miss. One englneroom and both firerooms were flocded. Her
main deck is awash, Bhe 1s being towed to TULAGI by the
Auxiliary Submarine Rescue Vessel ORTOLAN, The Auxiliary

VIREO is alongside of the AARON WARD pumping. The
OLAN claims she has shot down three Japanese aireraft.

ContixcH FILE
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTICH {Cont'd,)

tn April 7th. six Dauntless (Douglas Dive Bambers),
escorted by six Lightnings (Army P-38's), bombed VILA,
KOLOMBANGAHA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group.

Fires were started. One Dauntless made a forced
water landing after the attack. When last seen, pllot
and gunner were rowing ashore off BANIATA POINT, RENDOVA
ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,})

At 2:31 a.m. April 4th., a promising attack was eox-
ecuted on an enemy submarine by the destroyer O'BANNON in
total darkness 52 miles north northwest of the RUSSELL IS-
LAWDS. The submarine was attacked on the surface by gun-
fire at a range of 500 yards, Apparently, hits were scored
as the enemy remained on the surface dead in the water. On
the second approach, the O'BANNON closed the range and hurl-
ed depth charges by projector which landed on and close to
the submarine, causing heavy explosions other than the depth
charges. The submarine then submerged, only to resurface
at an extreme angle, following which the enemy submerged
again. 8Sound contact was obtained and the submerged subma-
rine was attacked by depth charges. A heavy Diesel oil
glick appeared. No further motion of the enemy was apparent,

The Submarine WAHOO, returning from patrol of the EAST
CHINA and YELLOW SEAS, reports as follows:=

(a) Sank three ships off DARIEN, (KOREA).

(b) Sank two ships off CHINNAMPO- (KOREA).

Ec} Sank two ships off PORT ARTHUR.

d) Sank two ships in middle YELLOW SEA.

{e) Sank one ship in COLNETT STRAIT (60 miles
south of KABOSHIMA BAY),

A total of 37,000 tons. In addition, a &,000-ten enemy
cargo vessel was damaged and a trawler and sampan destroyed.

The Submarine GRAYBACK, returning from patrol of the
SHORTLAND AREA and waters to the north, reports scoring two
torpedo hits on a cargo vessel,

The Submarine HADDOCK scored three torpedo hits on an
enemy cargo vessel carrying a load of tanks in the CAROLINE
ISLANDS AREA. The submarine was damaged by depth charges and
is returning to its base, During the depth charge attack the
HADDOCK reached a depth of 422 feet, and was reported sunk by
the Japanese {according to Commanding Officer's report).
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In the aerlal battle over RUSSELL ISLANDS on
April 1st, later reports indicate that elghteen enemy
planes were shot down eand not sixteen as previously
reported.

One of our reconnalssance planes on April 2nd
depth charged and bombed a submerged enemy submarine
west of NEW GEORGIA ISLAND. Results were unreported.
Later, this plane encountered an enemy float plane
and shot it dowm. Still later, two enemy planes were
encountered which were successfully fought off.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On April 2nd, seven Lightnings and slx Corsairs at=
tacked a small enemy cargo vessel at an unidentified an-
chorage at VELLA LAVELLA (SOLOMON ISLANDS). The vessel
was badly damaged and 'set on fire. In executing this at-
tack, Lightnings dropped their belly tanks on the vessel,
reglstering three hits. A run with incendiary bombs fol-

lowed and set the ship on fire.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

Thirty to forty Zeros were engaged by twenty-elpght
Wildoats, seven Corsairs and six Lightnings over the
RUSSELL ISLANDS at 10:40 a.m. April lst. Sixteen enemy
planes were shot down. We lost six planes. However,
two pllots were resoued.

On the night of March 31lst - April lst a night
flying Catalina contacted an enemy surface formation of
five destroyers and one cargo vessel southwest of
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA Group. The Catalina
bombed the formation and then led Army Liberators lnto
a low sltitude attmck. RHesults were unobserved.

An enemy twin engine bomber on March 30th bombed
two of our small patrol vessels east of SAN CRISTOBAL
ISLAND, apparently with unsuccessful resulta.

A formation of dive bombers and fighters attacked
SUAVANAU PLANTATION on the southeast coast of REKATA
BAY , SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on March 3lst. Results of this
attack have not been reported.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' s}

Sixteen Dauntless dive bombers and twenty-three
Wildoats raided MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA on the afternoon
of Maroh 30th. All plenes returned after scoring
hits on the runway and revetment area where fires
were started. Following the raid, a reconnaissance
plane reported that considerable damege was done to
the runway.
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