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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

g On 29 November, at 1315 p.m., t.hiﬁy—ci;ht. Avengers, covered
by nine Airacobras, bombed and strafed the MOSIGETTA AREA, just east
of MOTUFENA POINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Eight large and twenty small
| bulldings were destroyed. One large tin wareshouse was damaged and several
fires werea started.

Cn 29 November, betwesn 10100 and 11:30 a.m., ;ighum Mitchell
bombers, escorted by twéive fighters, bombed and strafed TINPUTS HAREOR
1 AREA, in northeast BOUGAINVILLE, the NUMA NUMA and KIETA areas. Incom-
p_:}_,qplm reports state that considerable damage was csused. The only anti-
alreraft fire received came from KIETA whers the flak downed one of the
Mitchells near PUK PUK ISLAND, east of KIETA.

w A preliminary report states that Liberators also struck KIETA
during 29 November.
17

On 29 November, at lth5 p.m., seventeen Dauntless dive bombera
i and later in the afternocon at 4:00 p.m., twelve Dauntlesa dive bombers
»' A bombed and strafed the JABA RIVER-KOIARIS AREAS, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY
{ AREA, in support of ground troops. Only light antiaircraft fire was
received.

Mr patrols of the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY ssctor strafed PORTON
aF, PLANTATION, near CHABAI, northwest BOUGAINVILLE, also GAZELIE HARBOR,
and gun positions south of TCROKINA.

On the morning of 29 November, Japansse artillery dumped nine
live and eighteen dud shells on ths beach east of TOROKINA. A fuel
dump was ignited, one gun was damaged, and three small landing craft
were sunk. HNo personnel casualties were received.

The battalion that we landed during the night of 28-29 November,
- in the area between the REINI and SAVA RIVERS, was evacuated by de-
(S stroyers on 29 November by £:30 p.m., Casualties suffered, if any, are
undeterminad.

In the northeast sector of TOROKINA ocur ground forces made a slight
advance and captured one Japanese.

ﬁj{h \}’M On the morning of 29 November, work was begun on the bomber strip
on TREASURY ISLAND. It is also reported that one Japanese was idlled
| north of MALSI.
\\>
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One of our Task Forces in the CENTRAL PACIFIC reports that
on the afterncon of 26 November their alr cover cver MAKIN shot down
H/ one enemy medium bomber, Their combat alr patrol accounted for a
\ medium bomber on 29 November at 12:50 p.m., During the night of 29
y November the Task Porce's antiaireraft fire destroyed cne medium bomber
and probably another one, because the latter when last seen was burn-
ing on the horizen.

TUATICN ARAWA

The occupstion of TARAWA continues. The entire ATOLL is
cleared of the enemy except an estimated sixty which remain at the
extreme north end and a few snipers on BITITU. In addition te BITITU,
thres other islands of the ATOLL have been fully occupied. Antiair-
Lﬁﬁ eraft and coastal defense guns have been set up and are in firing

' position on HITITU. At this writing it appears that eighty percent of
the ground defenses are completed. There are now forty-three fighter
planes operating from the BITITU air strip. Sixteen sortles have already
been flown from it. It is etated that spprocimately ninety-five percent
of the unloading from transports ls completed. 3

A preliminary report of our casualties for the entire operation,
ﬁr_x, to date, are estimated at one thousand killed and missing, and twenty-
i/ five hundred wounded,

The cccupation of APEMAMA is proceeding accerding to plan.
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o SOUTH AND CRNTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'de)

At noon 28 November eleven Army Liberators, plus two photo planes, from
MANOMEA, in the ELLICE growp, bombed NAURU ISLAND from 11,000 fest. Eighteen
tons of bombs wers dropped, Several fires were started and smoke was vieible
for thirty miles, No air opposition was met but moderate antisireraft fire
damaged one plane. A1l our planes returned.

With regards to the sinking of the U,S. destroyer PERKINS, it is indice-
ted she was rammed on her port side abreast of Mumber 2 fire room by the
Australian troop ship DUNTROON on 2§ November at 2:00 a.m. After twenty-
five minutes, the ship broke in two and sank in seventy fathoms of water
about one and cne-half miles mﬂhmtufﬂmmunlmmsmn,
southern NEW GUINEA.

The submarins RASHER, returning from her first war patrol in the SCUTH-
WEST PACIFIC, reportssinking three ships of 13,760 tons, probably sinking one
of 7,500 tona and dameging two of 14,000 tons. Her war patrol was conducted
in the BANDA SEA, MOLUCCA PASSAGE, CELEFES SEA and MAKASSAR STRAIT Areas.

The attacks took place as follows:

9 October, north of MANIPA STRAIT, between BURU and SERANG
ISLAND, sank the KOGANE MARU.

13 October, off AMBOM, BANDA SEA, sank the KENKOKU MARU and
damaged & second Meru.

31 October, north of CAPE BENAR, MENADO ISLAND, sank a SYOIC
type tanker.

smm,mmmmmﬂfmmumm,mm,
STRAITS OF MAKASSAR, pﬁmmrmknmﬂmitmku.

9 Hovember, during the sarly morning in the STRAITS of MAKASSAR,
one of & two-shlp uuer!--dumurmhunodwhhit.
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During the night of 28-29 November, the United States Destroyer
PERKINS, collided with a merchant ship and sank while enroute to MILNE
5\ BAY, NEW GUINEA. Two hundred and thirty survivars have been recovered.
A search continues for eight missing., Purther detells are not at present
available.

The submarine SCAMP, returning from patrol, reported as followa:
November 4, scored one hit on a MARU, one hundred and seventy-five miles
west of KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. November 10, scored a hit on one transport
" two hundred and ninety-five miles northwest of KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND.
The target sank later. November 12, scored two hits on an enemy crulser
{) of the AGAMA class (8,500 tons).
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Cur troops are engaging the remaining Japanese at the north
end of TARAWA ATOLL., About one hundred and twenty-five to one humdred
and seventy-five of the enamy have been killed. OCur casualties, three
officers and twenty-five enlisted men kdlled in action and two officers,
mmﬂxtm men wounded in action. The ccoupation of TARAWA by our troops

.

At 10:00 a,m., 28 November, aix Mitchells without escort
bombed and strafed the MOTUPENA AREA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. Results were uncbssrved.

At about the same time fourteen Warhawks strafed the TINFUTS
HARBOR AREA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Numercus huts and buildings were hit
and possibly set on fire. No enemy planes nor antiaireraft fire was en-
countered,

At 2100 p.m., 28 November, four Alracobras strafed enemy barges
in TONCLEI HARBOR, SHORTLAND AREA. The results were uncbserved. No
enemy planes but antiaireraft fire was encountered.

On 28 November, our EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY air patrol strafed the
west coast of BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND and set on fire huts and buildings.

Mreraft in support of ground operations bombed enemy positions
in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 28 November, an unreported number of Liberators attacked KARA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Details are not at present available.

In all air operations of 27-28 November, two Corsairs were lost
dus to enemy santiamireraft fire, but the pilots were rescued. Ko enemy
planes were encountered,

Apparently, during the night of 28 November, a battalicn of our
troops landed in the area between the REINI and SAUA RIVERS, north EMPRESS
MIGUSTA BAY, and encountered superior enemy forces. The commanding general
of the FIRST MARINE AMPHIBIOUS CORFS has requested the asslstance of two
destroyers in order to withdraw our troops from this area,

During the night of 28 November, our motor torpedo boats, in
cooperation with a recomnaissance plane which provided illumination,
seversly damaged or destroyed a heavily loaded enemy barge ashore in the
vicinity of KAKURUAL, SOUTHWEST BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'ds)

At 3125 p.m. 27 November, three Venturas bombed & radic statlocn at
MOTUPENA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Arsa, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Later on the
sams afterncon, two Mitchells dropped bombs on huts in the vieinity of
the MOBIA RIVER., Results were not reported.

On the early morning of 28 November, a GUADALCANAL reconnaissance
plane attacked and possibly sank a JAPANESE submarine off CAFE HANFAN,
north BUKA.

At 8130 a,m, 28 November, another reconnaissence plane bombed &
JAPANESE submarine fifty-five miles west of BUKA LSLAND with unreparted
results. At 10:03 a.m., another reconnaissance plane bombed & possible
submerged submarine trailing oil about sixty miles west of EMPRESS AUGUSTA
BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 5:30 p.m, 27 November, about thirty to _forty enemy planes launched
a torpedo attack against Task Group 50.2 (SARATOGA (CV), PRINCETON (cvL),
MASSACHUSETTS (EB), INDIANA (BB), NORTH CAROLINA (BB) and eight destroyers)
operating in the GILBERT ISLAND Area. Our ships escaped damage and the
enemy planes were driven off after our night fighters shot down two and dis-
organized the attack, PFour torpedo wakes were sighted, About eight or tem
eneny medium bombers were shot down, plus an undetermined mmber of other
planes. Further details are not at present availabla,

At 10tL0 a.m, 28 November, sight Liberators, operating from NUXU FETAU,
struck MILI, MARSHALL ISLAKDS. Ninety—five percent of the bombs fell in the
target area, One enemy fighter intercepted and medium antieireraft fire was
encountered, All of ouwr planes returned,
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At 3100 p,m. 26 November, a Mitchell homber dropped bombs on the run-
way and revetments on BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area., FHesults were not

ilLL'. reported.

—

/ At 5119 p.m. 26 November, fivs Mitchells, sscorted by eight Corsaire,
attacked BUKA and BONIS, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of grounded enemy
aircraft were spparently damaged. Trucks end personnel working on the BUKA
glrstrip were thoroughly strafed, No enemy antigireraft fire nor planes
were ancountarsd,

Enemy installatlions in the MOSIGETTA-MARARAKA~MOTUPENA Area, BOUGATN-
VILLE ISLAND, were attacked on the morning of 27 November by sixty dive
bombers, thirty-seven t;ggoda dive bombers and sight fighters. About
fifteen fires were & ed in the GETTA Area, an ammunition dump

od and numerous amsll buildings were destroyed. A large fire was

started in the encampment area at MAWARAKA. Iight and ineffective anti-
aireraft fire was encountered,

-
At 9140 g.m. 27 November, five Mitchells, escorted by elght fighters,
bombed and strafed the GUEEN CAROLA HARBOR Ares, northwest BUKA ISLAND. A
pler was damaged and several buildings were destroyed.

Later that morning, at 10:05 a.m., tmsaty-three Mitchells, escorted
/’ﬂ'.l" m&?jﬂ', attacked BUKA. Many hits wers scored on the run-
way and its vicinity., Antiaireraft fire demaged four of our planes, but
m;nﬂ; all of the Emrlm returneds The east coast of BOUGAINVILIE
, between CAPE A gnd CAPE FRIENDSHIP was strafed, but results
wara uncbhssrved.

27 November, ninstesn Liberators, in s run around BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, bombed and strafed KIETA and set on fire a number of barges in the
CHABAI Area, All of the planes returned.

In the sarly afterncon of 27 November, & reconnaissance plane from
GUADALCANAL attacked KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. Results of the attack were
not reported. At about the same time, another reconnaissance plane strafed

(/° four enemy barges in the channel between FENI end AMBITTE ISLANDS, east of
NENW IRELAND. Another reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed GREEN ISLAND,
north of BUKEA., A large bullding was probably destroyed.
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'

/ During the early morning of 25 November, motor torpedo boats,
operating from TREASURY ISLAND, south of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, forced
three enemy barges ashore on scuthwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, west of
the MOBIAI RIVER.

The United States Destroyer RADFCRD depth charged and probably
sank a JAPANESE submarine fifty miles west of MAKIN, GILEERT ISLANDS,
at 11:12 p.m., 25 November. After the last attack, a strong odor of
oil was prevelant in the area and a large amount of wood and cork debris
was observed.

At 7:06 p.m., 25 November, TASK GROUP 50.1 (YORKTOWN (CV), LEXINGTON
(cv), COWPENS (rm.g, WASHINGTON (BB), SOUTH DAKOTA (BB), ALABAMA (EB)
and six destroyers), operating in the GILBEERT ISLAND area was approached
by abdut twelwve enemy torpedo planes. One enemy plane was definitely
shot down and ancther possibly shot doewn. It is bellieved that the enemy
planes retired without dropping bombs or torpedoes.

Our antisircraft batteries engaged an unreported nmumber of enemy
planes over STERLING ISLAND (scuth of TREASURY ISLAND), between 9:38
and 9:58 a.m, 26 November., The enemy planes apparently jettisoned their
bombs into the sea.

At 3100 p.m., 26 November, twenty-three Mitchell bombers attacked
BONIS, BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND. Results of the attack were not reported.

At 5115 p.m., 26 November, a night fighter strafed enemy artillery

m .| \positions shelling our troops in the TCROKINA area, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.
| |

", A 9135 pem., 26 November, one enemy bomb was dropped on our posi-
tions on STERLING ISLAND and damaged communication installations.
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At 2120 p.m., 26 November, four Venturas bambed and strafed the
bivouac and supply areas on GREEN ISLAND (north of BUKA ISLAND). One
snemy barge was sunk and enmmy installations damaged. All of our
planss returnsd, No antlaircraft fire nor enemy plames were encountered.

At 3110 p.m., 26 November, fifty-seven dive bombers and thirty-seven
torpedo bombers, escorted by eight fighters, attacked KiRA, MALABITA and
KANGU HILLS, south BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. Numerous hits were scored on the
alr strip and gun emplacements in KANGU and MALABITA HILLS, Photographs
taken after the attack showed the alr strip at KARA to be unserviceable,

K1 of our planes returned.
BOUGATWILLE ISLAND GROUND SITUATION

On 25 November, our troops in the northeast sector of the TORCKINA
defense perimeter, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY AREA, BEOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, advanced
sight hundred yards against prepared enemy artillery, mortar and machine
gun positions, Although not definitely determined enemy casunlties are
reported high, Our casualties amounted to about three hundred.

On the same day an infamtry patrol encountered about one hundred
Japanese near KURATO MISSION, north of CAPE MOLTKE, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.
Cur patrol withdrew after two of its members wers wounded. A total of
one thousand one hundred and forty-six Japanese have thus far been killed
in the TOROKINA operation.
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On 24 November, air patrols over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, strafed and
destroyed a large enemy barge concentration in GAZELIE HARECR, south
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGATINVILIE ISLAND. In addition, three bulldings
“ISL“ set on fire in the ARAWA BAY Area, east coast of BOUGAINVILIE

AND,

The alr field on TARAWA began receiving our fighter planes flown
from escort aircraft carriers at 1:30 p.m., 25 November.

During 25 November, the scuth shore of the APEMAMA ATOLL and about
two miles of the east shore have been mopped up. Light enemy resistance
was encountered and about seventy more Korean prisoners have been taken.

On 25 November, a reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADALCANAL,
bombed and strafed enemy installations on KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. A radio
station was destroyed and a number of grounded enemy planes damaged.
Mntisireraft fire was silenced. Our plane received scme damage.

At 2:31 a.m., 26 November, a GUADALCMNAL recomnailssance plane bombed
BALLAIE ISLAND. Results were unocbserved.

A reconnsaissance plane, on 26 November, dropped three depth charges
on & submarine off the north tip of BUEA ISLAND. Resulte of this attack
were not reported. Another reconnaissance plane strafed a resurfacing
submarine which crash-dived and left members of its crew in the water.

A large oil slick was observed. The submarine was probably damaged and
possibly sunk.

On the morning of 26 November, our fighter planes strafed enemy in-
stallations and set on fire a fus]l dump and sank an enemy barge in the
SORAKEN AREA, northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

At 11152 a.m,, 26 November, twenty-four Liberators bombed enemy in-
stallations on BUEA ISLAND., Hits were scored on the air strip and in the
general vieinity of the air strip. All of our planes returnad,

On the same day at 5:30 p.m., three Mitchells bombed BUKA and two
more attacked BONIS, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, Results were not reported.
Later at 3100 p.m., twenty-four Mitchells bombed BONIS. Results of this
attack were not reported.
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Wﬁ“’ﬂm‘ sdditional details hewe—bwerreowived in connection with
the loss of hsF es

el dw

¢

e — 1-“3-

"

g

cort akeoewbt ier LISCOMBEE BAY, reporied-ia-the-morn-

Anglo—summime sl 35 Vevetter: ||
At 5110 a.m, 25 November, & torpedo hit thim

between the engine rooms, A second heavy explosion followed,

the origin of which hew not jmmsrdefinitely determined, but be-
lieved to have been another torpedo er torpedoess Fower and
interior communicaticns were lost and large fires burned through=-
out the ship, Many minor explesions occurred -absard-vhevessnt,
and planes loaded with bombs burmed on-the flight deck, A burn=
ing plane blown over-bim side ignited ke surface oil, which
spread over #-large area, Twe ship sank at 5:33 a.m,, following
a heavy final explosion,

Fifty-four officers amd=six hundred and forty-eight enlisted .
men weme lost gak of gor estimated total sa-bessd of one hundred A%
and seven officers and eight hundred and fifty-two enlisted mem. " " —
Among those lost was Rear Admiral Mullinix, the Commanding Officer e af 16
Captain Wiltse, and the ship's executive officer. Although severe—
1y burned, Captain Crommelin was rescued. Amorg—the—survivere,
t
others—less—seriously wermed Iy ENroute to—FEARL HARECR.

Our Marines sshore on APEMAMA, GILEERT ISLAMDS, reported that all
JAPANESE are dead, The enemy was liquidated by the Marines, assisted by
gunfire from the submarine NAUTILUS, and possibly a nusber committed
suicide.

At 10530 s.m. 24 November, fourteen Liberators bombed the CHABAI Area,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, and started fires in the supply dump and other installe-
tions, At about the same time, nine Liberators dropped bombs on BUEA, but
results wers not observed. All of ocur planes returned.

On 25 November, the fighter cover over Destroyer Squadron 23, returning
from a successful morning engagement, strafed the TENEXAU Area, CENTRAL
NORTHEAST COAST BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, the SORANKEN plantation and TIAOF
ISLAND, MATCHIN BAY Area, with unobssrved results, A loaded enemy barge
in the PURIATA RIVER, SOUTHWEST COAST of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was destroyed.
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During the night of 23-24 November, ensmy planes dropped bombs on
i the area, one mile inland of the LARUMA RIVER MOUTH, and apparently started
fires among their own installations,(EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND).

On the morning of 23 November, two United States Destroyers bombarded
possible Japanese gun emplacements on MAGINE ISLAND, east of TOROKINA,
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 25 November, a reconnaissance plans attacked and probably damaged
)~ an epemy submarine forty miles west of the north tip of BUKA ISLAND.
After the attack a large oil slick and debris was cbaserved.

At noon, 24 November, twenty Liberators operating fram NANCMEA,
’ ELLICE ISLANDS, attacked TAROA, MALOELAF ATOLL, MARSHAIL ISLANDS. A
mmber of fires were started smong enemy installations and a freighter was
4}] probably sunk. Numerous enemy planes were seen on the air field.

A recomaissance plane on 25 November strafed about cne hundred or

one hundred and fifty enemy survivors, thirty miles west northwest from
/ the north end of BUKA ISLAND, A large oil slick was observed in the area,
These survivers wers probably from the destroyer surface engagement on the

\{ .I morning of 25 November.

During the early morning of 26 November, a reconnaissance plane dropped
bombs on BALLAIE ISLAND, SHCRTLAND AREA, with unobserved resulta,

On 25 November, the submarine SEARAVEN scored two or three torpedo
|Hits and probably sank a ten thousand ton enemy tanker about eighty-five
miles north northeast of PONAPE.

The following preliminary report has been received of our casualties
in the MAKIN ISLAND operation:

Killed in action =43
Wounded in action - 119

J Accidental injuries = 22
NAVY AND COAST GURAD PERSONNEL
Killed in action -2
Wounded in action -1

.\" Two Japaness and one hundred and three KOREANS are being transported
from MAKTN ISLAND to PEARL HARBOR.
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During the period 19 Noveaber to 24 November, our carrier based
alreraft operating in the GILEERT ISLANDS completed numerous attacks
MILI and JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS, In addition, twenty-five
enemy fighters, seven medium bombers, thres heavy bombers, two dive bombers
and nine observation float planes were shot down, We lost one fighter in
combat, two fighters and oms torpede bomber in the MILI attaecks.

Before dawn on 25 November an enemy plans strafed BETIO ISLAND,

m, but caused no damage.

Esbarked in transports returning to PEARL HARBOR from TARAWA are

seven hundred and eighty-two U.S. wounded and ons hundred and twenty-

six prisoners of war, mostly Corsans, An additional two hundred and

. twenty wounded have been sent to hospital ships.

\

b
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At 10100 a.m. 24 November, fifty-seven dive bombers and thirty-seven
torpedo bombers, covered by forty-elght fighters, struck the CHABAI Area,
. BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, MNumercus fires wers started and houses and other snemy
~" installations were destroyed, Intense antiaireraft fire was encountered,
but all of ocur planss returned.

At about noon 24 November, six Liberators, operating from NUKU FETAU,
GILBERT ISLANDS, bembed EMIDJS, JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy planes
{ intercepted, but antisircraft fire damaged one of our planes, which was
L{ destroyed by fire when landing upon its return,

At 10:20 a.m. 24 November, twenty-Mitchells bombed KAHILI, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, and started a number of fires. Heavy antiaircraft was encountered,
| ,,.md one of the Mitchells was damaged and forced down into the water, but
the crew was recovered,

. Ono the morning of 24 November, one Avenger bombed KARA, BOUGAINVILLE
i | /;SLIHD, and started a fire, The plane returned undamaged.

Enemy installetions at MONTUPENA POINT and GAZELLE HARBOR, EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY Area, BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND, were bombed and strafed by six
/.ltt-uhnlh at 2:20 p.m. 24 November. WNo antiaircraft fire nor plane inter-
\esption was encountered and all of our planes returned.

| During 24 Fovember, nine snemy barges were sighted and sunk in GAZELLE
y and & schoonar was set on fire in CAROLA HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
These attacks were probably made by our alr patrol over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.
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The following additonal details have besn received in connection
with the surface engagement of Destroyer Squadron 23, reported in yester-

day afterncon's summary:

Our destroyers picked up the six enemy ships, probably
destroyers, in two groups of three on & course 285, speed twenty-
five knots, Two of the first group of snemy ships were struck by
our torpedoes, exploded and sank, The third enemy ship was sunk by
gun fire and torpedoss,

After a lengthy pursuit, one enemy ship in the second group
was sunk by gunfire and another damaged. The engagement was die-
continued at about 4110 a.m, 25 November, after four enemy ships
were sunk, another damaged, which probably sank, and only succesd-
od in escaping unscathed.

It is estimated that the mopping up of TARAWA, GILBERT ISLANDS, will
be completed on 27 November. The airstrip on BITITU ISLAND will probably
recelve fighter planes on the afterncon of 25 November. Transport unload-
ing has been completed.

The sscort aircraft carrier LISCOMEE BAY blew up &nd sank at 5:16 a.me
25 November in the vicinity of MAKIN, GILBERT ISLANDS. The vessel was
probably hit by a submarine torpedo, although there was some indication of
a gasolins explosion, About mixty percemt of the crew survived and have
been recovered.

One of the prisoners recovered from the Japanese submarine sunk in
the vielnity of TARANA on 23 Movember infermed that the submarine was the
RO=35, The characteristics of this submarine are not known, but it is
known that the R0-3L is a vessel of seven hundred tons surface displacement
and is probably similar to the RO=35.

At 11thé a.m, 23 November, sixteen Liberators, without escort, bombed
f » BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND. A pumber of fires were started in the vicinity
of the runmay and the south revetment area.

) At about the same time, three Liberators bombed BUKA, and two Liberators

bombed CHABAI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results of these two attacks were un-
observed. All of our planes returned,
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Ingomplete reports indicate that an unreported mumber of
destroyers attached to Destroyer Squadron THENTY-THREE intercepted
and sttacked about five enemy ships, (type unkmown), at 1:05 a.m.,
25 November, By about 3:32 a.m., four enemy ships were sunk and
the pursuit continued dus west from a position about sixty miles
northwest of BUKA ISLAND. Further details are mot at present avail-
able,

At 9:15 a.m., 23 November, twenty-three Mitchells and six
Venturas, covered by twenty-four Corsairs, bombed CHABAI, BOUGAIN-
VILIE ISLAND, and started a number of large fires. Heavy antiair-
craft fire was encountered but no planes intercepted. One Mitchell
fell into MATCHIN BAY, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Our air patrol over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY did not encounter
any enemy planes on 23 November but strafed KIETA, BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, started two fires and in addition set on fire three enamy
barges,

Enemy planes on 23 November dropped fourteen bombs in the
TOROKINA area, BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND, and destroyed several houses.

During 23 November, the east coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
was bombed and strafed by four Mitchells with unocbserved results.

At 1:40 p.m., 24 November, a reconnaissance plane from
GUADALCANAL strafed two enemy landing barges northeast of CAPE 3T.
GECRGE, NEW IRELAND.

BOUG. LIE ISL GRO TUATION

Qur positions, in the northeast sector of the TCROKINA de-
fensa perimeter, were attacked by Japanese armed with automatic
weapons, At least ome hundred and four Japanese were killed. Cur
casualties were not reported. However, some casualties and damage
were sustained due to enemy artillery fire.

The submarine GUDGECN, retuwrning from patrol off the CHINA
COAST, reported sinking one tanker of ten thousand tons, a transport
of about eleven thousand tons, and one destroyer of the ASASHID class
(1,500 tons), during the period 18 November to 22 November.
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On the night of 23 November, Japanese forces on EITI'ﬁ’J ISLAND,
TARAWA ATOLL, launched a heavy counter attack, which was decisively
’I?(} defeated by the SECOND MARINE DIVISION. The bulk of the enemy re-
sistance was broken and BITITU ISLAND fell at 1:30 p.m., 24 November,

At 11:00 p.m., 23 November, the submarine NAUTILUS reported that
she had established communication with the Marine shore party on
¢ APEMAMA and succeeded in landing all stores and ammnition. About
1) twenty-five Japanese are enmtrenched on the Atell, There have been
no Marine casualties.

During the morning of 23 November, eleven Liberators cperating
from CANTON ISLAND, struck MILI, MARSHALL ISLANDS, Thirteen tons
of bombs were dropped. Twelve enemy fighters intercepted and of

ff)() these, two were definitely shot down and two more possibly shot down,
Light antiaircraft fire damaged ome Liberator.

On 23 November, LST 447, unloading supplies in EMPRESS AUGUSTA
‘,i BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was shelled by an enemy shore battery.
[\ Three of the personnel were killed and nine wounded.
in incomplete report indicates that on 23 November, a plane
7 V)ttanh-d. to the SOUTH PACIFIC FORCES, scored a direct hit on a Japa-
f{a nese submarine one hundred miles west of BUEA ISLAND.

" Photographs taken on 23 November showed the BALLALE, KAHILI,
'PU"( KARA and BONIS runways unserviceable, The BUKA runway possibly ser-
k vicesable,

The following additional details have been received in connection
with the Japaness sutmarine (I-52 type, 1,390 tons), reported sunk
on 22 November in yesterday afternoon's summary: During the twilight
,/ i of 23 Novembar, in the vicinity of TARAWA, the Destroyer MEADE depth-
) % charged and forced the submarine to the surface where the Destroyer
)‘{Jw sank the submarine by ramming. Three injured priscners were
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Moderate sntiaireraft fire was smoountered but no enemy planes intercepted,
Two dive bombers engaged in lisison and as artillery spotters, over
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY,wsre fired on by antiaireraft batteries. This is the first
svidence of enemy antiaricraft installations in the area.

A later report indicates that the GUADALCANAL reconnaissance plane
sank two enemy barges on 22 November in ST. GEORGE'S CHANNEL instead of two
sampans as previously reported,

Our defense perimeter has been extended on all fronts about twelve
bundred yards and now measures nine thousand yards in width and seven thousand
yards inm depth, which includes the entire PIVA airfleld site. Strong enemy
resistance to the northeast was overcome with artillery support. Seventy-
five Japanese were killed,

During the night of 21-22 November, between thirty to thirty-five

bombs were dropped on our ground forces at TOROKINA, but caused no damages
or casualties,
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The commander of the SOUTHERN ATTACK FORCE reported at 9rl5 pems,
23 November, that mopping up operations and the capture of TARAWA are
progressing slowly against stubborn resistance, Cur casualties are heavy,
but the amount has not been determined, About one hundred and fifty
Japanese are at known locations. The remainder surviving the original
garrison of about four thousand five hundred are scattered throughout the
Atoll, A reconnaissance of MATANA ISLAND, south of TARAWA, disclosed no
evidence of JAPANESE.

o

Although capture of TARAWA seems to be assured, the complete occupa-

| tiom will take about five days with the assistance of contimmcus air and

gunfire support. Due to reef conditioms and several enemy machine gun nests,
which have not as yet been neutraliszed, unloading is difficult and slow,

The destroyers DASHIELL, HEERMANN and RINGGOLD, operating in the
vicinity of TARAWA, sustained minor damage after touching a coral reef.
Damage to the destroyer SCHROEDER, previously reported, was in errors

Apparently MILLI, MARSHALL ISLANDS, was successfully attacked by U.S.
carrisr—borne aireraft on 22 November, Details are not at present avallable.

On 22 November, & Japaness submarine (I-52 type, 1,390 tons) was hunted

/' , brought to the surface and destroyed by gunfire in the transport area

of TARAWA. One prisoner was captursd.

The U, S. submarine PLUNGER, while engaged in the rescus of a downed
avaitor about thirty-five miles southeast of MILLI, MARSHALL ISLANDS, was
strafed by & Japanese fighter plame, sustained slight damage, and six of
her crew were wounded,

At 8:15 a.m, 22 November, eight Eittyhawks, on patrol over the EMPRESS

l'w. AUGUSTA BAY Area, engaged abo thirty of forty Japanese fighter planes tem

(\_‘]

\

(™

miles northeast of MUTUPINA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Five enemy planes wers
shot down, All of our planes returned,

Eight Lightnings strafed the CHABAI Areas, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, on the
afternoon of 22 November. Three enemy barges and a number of camouflaged
installations wers set on fire.

At noon 22 November, twenty-four Mitchells and five Vemturas, covered
by eight Corsairs and eight Lightnings, attacked BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
wut-mnwdmfimmddmwmthrw.
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MAKTN ISLAND has been captured and the TWENTY-SEVENTH DIVISICN,
United States Army, has taken command ashore. A few scattered enemy
snipers are being mopped up.

At 2115 p.m., 23 November, the United States submarine NAUTILUS,
reported that she had not established ccamunication with the Marines
ashore at APEMAMA since five p.m., 22 November, Stores or ammunition
for the shore party have not as yet been landed.

A number of enemy medium bambers were over the TARANA area without
effect the evening twilight of 21 November and the morning twilight 22
November,

The western half of TARAWA has been occupled by the SECOND MARINE
DIVISION, but isclated polnts of enemy realstance in the form of pill
boxes, block houses and emplacements remain. Our casualties were re-
ported heavy with about five hundred wounded,

The destroyers SCHROEDER and DASHIELL, operating in the vicinity
of TARAWA, sustained minor damsge after touching a coral reef.

During the afternoon of 21 November, six Liberators, operating
from NANCMEA, ELLICE ISLANDS and ten Liberators, from FUNAFUTI, attacked
NAURU ISLAND. FPhotographs taken after the attacks indiecated both run-
ways on the island wnserviceable. A1l of our planes returnad,

At 1120 p.m., 22 November, seven reconnaissance planes attacked
and sank two snemy barges sbout thirty miles north neortheast of RABAUL,

NEW BRITAIN.

At 2145 p.m., 22 November, fifty-two dive bombers and twenty-Lour
bombers, covered by sixteen Corsairs, attacked EAHILY, BOUGAIN-
VIL1E ISLAND. Fires were started and a mumber of hits were scored on
and the ruway. HNine of the planes were damaged by antiaircraft
fire, but all returned,
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The United States submarine NAUTILUS reported that she succeeded in
landing Marines on APEMAMA, and that a visual signal recedved by her at
5 pems 22 November indicated that the situation ashore was satisfactory.
The NAUTILUS is unable to land stores and ammunition dus to the presence
of an enmy submarine which was contacted in the area at 10 p.m, 22
hld“i

Due to demage sustained by gunfire from am unidentified ship four
miles west of MATAMA ISLAND, GILEERT ISLANDS, during the night of 20-21
November, the NAUTILUS cannot dive for mors than a few minutes,

During 22 November, our landing foree on MAKIN, GILEERT ISLANDS,
successfully advanced against enemy dugouts and pillboxss., A few enemy
snipers remained in the occupied areas. Enemy losses were heavy, Our
losses were light,

[ The transports are about sixty percent unloaded under bad beach

| conditions. A task growp of garrison troops, T.G. 54.6, has
arrived at MAXTN. In the day's operations, one Avenger was shot dowm
snd another was lost but is considered an operational casualty.

At 6:15 a.m, 21 November, one enesmy plane ineffectively bombed
thrun!mmhm-dnhut:udm-mlintmﬂninitrdm
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 1:30 p,m, 22 November, a reccnnsissance plane, operating from

GUADALCANAL, reported sinking a sampan and attacking another in ST,
GEORGE'S CHANMEL between WEW BRITAIN and NEW IRELAND.
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Photographs taken on 20 November show all air fields on BOU-
GAINVILIE ISLAND unservicesble, The west aslde of the air strip at

KARA was being repaired,

At dawn, 21 November, three Mitchells strafed the KIETA area,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, with unobserved rssults.

At 5:35 a.m., 21 November, air patrcls over the EMFRESS AUGUSTA

' BAY area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, contacted seven enemy fighters. All

of the enemy planes were shot down. None of our planes were lost,

At 10330 a.m., 21 November, thirty Liberators attacked NAURU
ISLAND, A mmber of bombs fell on the runway., Heavy antiaireraft fire
was encountered but no enemy planes intercepted. All of our planea
returnad,

At 2300 p.m., 21 November, fifty-eight dive bombers and thirty-
five torpedo bombera, escorted by sixteen Corsairs, attacked KARA,
MALABETA and the KANGU HILLS area, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A large oil
fire was started between the PORCREI RIVER and KANGU. In addition,
gun positions on top of KANGU HILLS were hit, No enemy planes were
encountered. All of our planes returmed.

During 21 November, two Dauntless dive bombers, while engaged in
liaison and artillery spotting over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, strafed enemy
huts at MANARAKA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 21 November, a reconnaissance [plane]dropped bombe on NAURU and
OCEAN ISLANDS. HNo enemy planes were in the air over NAURU ISLAND nor
were any observed on the runways. Heavy antiaircraft fire was emcoun-
tered. Heavy antisireraft fire was alsc encountered at (CEAN ISLAND.

Our plans returned without damage.

BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND GROUND SITUATION

In the east sector of our positions in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY
area our troops found sixteen Japanese dead and the ensmy poaition
abandoned after being subjected to our artillery fire,

The submarine H sank an enemy freighter and an escort vessel
in addition to damaging the three freighters reported in the morning
sumary of 20 November.
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The following details have been received in connection with the
landing operations on TARAWA: Our approach was undetected. Adr sup-
port, although thirty-five minutes late, was effective. Ounfire pre-
paration was very effective and permitted the landing of LVI's with
small persomnel casuslties, Throughout the day tide conditions did
not permit any boats to land on the beach.

Damage to the LVT!s was heavy, resulting in considerable difficulty
in the handling of Feinforcements and supplies. Enemy opposition in-
shore prevented the establishments of deeper beachheads. Up to 9157
psl., 21 November, no artillery or supplies were ashore, Two combat
teams were engaged in the operation. [However,a late intercepted mes-
sage, from an unknown origipstor, indicated that the situation on TARAWA
ISLAND turned favorable at about 11:45 a.m., 22 November,]

The following additional information has been received in comnec-
tion with the torpedoing of the aircraft carrier INDEFENDEMCE, on 21
November: The carrier was attacked by fifteen Japanese medium bombers
sbout forty miles west of TARANA, during evening twilight. The enemy
planes came in very low over the water and were not detected by Radar
until visually cbserved.

The enemy attack was vigoroualy exscuted in the face of heavy
antisireraft fire and fighter protection. It is estimated that six of
the enemy planes were shot down.

Late reports indicate that the INDEFENDENCE was gble to get under-
way and is proceeding at fifteen knote towards FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS.

10T 22 was strafed by two enemy fighters in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAX,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, at 6:30 a.m., 20 November. Eleven men were wounded.

On 20 November, air patrols over AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, shot down a Japanese medium bomber west of TCROKINA. These
planes then strafed enemy installations near MOMOITU MISSION, scuthwest

BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

During 20 November, enemy planes dropped fram fifty to sixty bombe
in the TOROKINA area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The bomba fell on a fuel and
amall arms dump and on the air strip under construction. Five men were
killed and eighteen wounded. Of three Japansse planes which strafed the
area our antiaircraft fire probably destroyed two.
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At 3150 p.m., 20 November, -thirty-one Avengers, fifty-seven
4 . Dauntless, escorted by eight Corsairs, bombed and strafed enemy
concentrations and supply lines from MANRAKA to MIBO RIVER,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of fires were started. All of
our planes returned.

At 11:00 a.m., 20 November, thirty Mitchells and Venturas,
| covered by fifteen lLightnings, bombed BONIS with good results. Cne
building was destroyed, a mumber damaged and fifteen hits scored
on the rumway. No enemy interception was encountered and all of

our planes returned.

The aircraft carrier INDEFENDENCE (CVL) was torpedoed at about
6:15 p.m., 21 November, by enemy aircraft approximately forty miles
Vi wast of TARAWA. The vessel's engine room is flooded and she is
under tow by the crulser FENSACOLA and two destroyers towards
FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS.
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During the late afternoon, 19 November, ninetesn Liberatoras
effectively bombed TARAWA, GILEERT ISLANDS. All of our planes re-
turned.

During the same afternoon, twelve Liberators, operating from
NONCMEA, ELLICE ISLANDS, struck at MAKIN, GILBERT ISLANDS. A
number of fires were started. One of the bombers crashed and burned
upon its return and another landed on the water near its base and

sank, lf?t"u

At 8:30 a,m,, 21 November, amphibious forces, under command of
Rear Admiral Turner, (Task Force 52), landed on the west side of
BUTARITART ISLAND, MAKIN ATOLL, against small mortar fire and machine
gun fire. The cpposition ceased after our troops landed.

Landings on the northeast slde of BUTARITARI ISLAND commenced
at 10:43 a.m., against heavy machine gun fire which was scon reduced

by medium tiﬂ- A later report indicated that one-half of BUTARITARI
was our hands, Enemy resistance continued to the eastward.

Cur casualtiss were light.

The amphiblous forces, under Rear “imiral Hill, (Task Force 53)
landed its first wave on TARAWA at 0913 a.m., 21 November. By 10:37
¥ a.,m,, five waves were ashore with the sixth ready to land tanks. Enemy
resistance was encountered and contimues.

During the operation, the United States destroyer RINGGOLD, while
unloading inside of the lagoon at TARAWA, was hit, apparently by enemy
artillery and one engine is reported out of commission. This is the

/only naval casualty reported.

During 21 November, the ignition of a powder charge in the center
gun of Turret Number TWO on the U.S.S. MISSISSIFFI, started a powder
fire which killed one officer and thirty-nine enlisted men and injured

niunliuhd-n.. 1F v

During the afternocon, 20 November, three Mitchells bombed and
/' strafed the coastal villages from RURI BAY to LULUAI POINT, BOUGAIN-
s VILIE ISLAND, with uncbserved results.
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On 18 November, aircraft from Task Force 50.4 (SARATOGA (CV), PRINCETON
(CVL), SAN DIEGO (CL), SAN JUAN (CL) and four destroyers) attacked NAURU
three times in support of the cperation for the capture of MAKIN, TARAWA,
and APAMAMA, GILBERT ISLANDS. Ninety tons of bombs were dropped and & number
of fires started. A one-hundred foot enemy freighter was strafed and burned.
Three of four grounded medium bombers were strafed and burned. Seven enemy
fighters were airborne at the time of our second and third attack, Two
were shot down by our fighters, Enemy entiaireraft fire slightly damaged
six of our planes, but all planes returned,

The submarine HARDER reported attacking an enemy convoy of thres freight-
ers about three hundred and seventy-five miles southeast of CHICHI JIMA on
or sbout 19 November with the following results: One probebly sunk, one
badly orippled and the third damaged and under tow by destroyer.

The submarine BALAO, returning from patrol north and west of the
BISMARES, reported as follows:

23 October = sank & 4,500 ton Maru and damaged & 5,500 ton Maru
sbout twe hundred and seventy-five miles north northwest of KAVIENG,

NEW IRELAND.
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An incomplete report indicates that part of Task Force 54 (LST's and
garrisen groups), taking part in the operation for the capture of MAKIN,
TARAWA and APAMAMA, GILBERT ISLANDS, was sighted by & JAPANESE four-engined
flying boat one hundred and forty-elght miles east of TARAWA. The enemy
plane was driven off by gun fire.

In connection with this operation, TARAWA was attacked according to
plan on 18 November by sircraft of Task Group 50,3 (ESSEX (CV), BUMKER HILL
(CV), INDEPENDENCE (CVL), CHESTER (CA), PENSACOLA (CA), SALT LAKE CITY (CA)
and five destroyers). Further details are not at present availables

At noon 18 November, one squadron of Liberators attacked EARA and an-
other squadron struck BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Hits were scored along the
entire length of the BUKA runway and in the south disperssl area. One twin-
engine grounded enemy bomber was probably destroyed. Results of the attack
on KARA have not been reported., No enemy planes were encountered and all of
our planes returned.

At 12¢11 p.m, 18 November, one Liberator bombed the scuthwest shore
line of POPORANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area. Results were not reported.

At 3:20 p,m, 17 November, three Mitchells attacked the KIETA Ares,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Two buildings were probably destroyed.

A later report indicates that thres enemy planes wers destroyed dur-
ing the 17 November night bombing attack on our beached LST's in EMPHESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGATHVILLE ISLAND. This action was reported in the morning
summary of 18 November.

ROUND SITUATICN

Limited patrol activity continues in the FMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area. COur
positions are being organized and consolidated.

A coast watcher on CHOISEUL ISLAND reported that all of the JAPANESE
have moved from the southwest central section of the island to the northwest,
The entire coast between LUTI CREEX and WARRIOR RIVER 'is clear of the enemy,
The squipment left behind by our paratroop battalion, which evacuated the area
on 3 November, has been recovered, in addition to JAPANESE equipment and food,
The booby traps left by our troops at VOZA caused many enemy casualties and
probably accelerated the rapid evacuation of the JAPANESE, Isolated JAPANESE
in the bush are being hunted by the natives.
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After sunset 17 November, nine Liberators, operating from CANTON
ISLAND, attacked MALOELAP, MARSHALL ISLANDS., An unreported number of
enemy fighters intercepted, and two of our Liberators were seversly
damaged, Moderate antiaircraft fire was encountered. All of our planes
returned, but one bomber cracked up on land.
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During the night of 16~17 November, our aircraft successfully complet-
ed mining operations at the east end of BUEA PASSAGE.

Between 1:25 a.m. and 5125 a.m, 17 November, four Liberators bombed
BUEA ISLAND and BONIS, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. In addition, & ndght fighter
strafed BONIS and started a fire and damaged a barge in BUEA PASSAGE.

At 2:27 a.m, 17 November, eight Mitchels bombed the coast line on
both sides of BUEA PASSAGE, north BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Later, eight more
Mitchells attacked the area and started fires and exploaslons.

At 5:12 a,m,, three Mitchells strafed BUKA ISLAND with uncbaserved
results, KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was then bombed by these planes with
uncbeserved resulte.

Allied sir patrols over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
contacted about thirty-five eneny fighters, dive and torpedo bombers at
gbout 8:00 a.m, 17 November, Sixteen enemy planes were shot down., We
lost two Corsaira.

At 8:00 mems 17 November, forty-eight dive bombers, thirty torpedo
bombers, escorted by thirty-six fighters, attacked BONIS, BOUGATNVILLE
ISLAND. Large fires were started in the supply ares and near the north
strip, A nmumber of hits were scored in or near gun positions and other
installations, Only one of three enemy fighters attempted to intercept,
and ons enemy dive bomber fired at our plenes. Two of the enexy fighters
were shot down, One of our torpedo bombers failed to return.

On 17 November, twelve Mitchells and eight Corsairs bombed BUKA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, A number of hita were scored on the air strip.
Four enemy fighters were airborne but did not attack.

At noon 17 November, three Liberators bombed and strafed the air
field area on TARAWA, GILBERT ISLANDS. No enemy planes were seen, but
weak entiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 2:15 pym. 17 November, nine Liberators, operating from FUNAFUTI,
GILBERT ISLANDS, attacked the runways and the barrack area on MILLI,
MARSHALL ISLANDS, Intense entiaircraft fire was encountered, but no

enamy planes intercepted,
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On 16 November, nine Liberators, operating from NUKU FETAD, set
out to attack MALOELAP, MARSHALL ISLANDS. The weather turned back
of the bombers. The remaining six were attacked by about seven
fteen Zeros over MALOELAP, The bombers probably shot down one
fighter but were forced to jettison their bombs, A search is
being conducted for cne bomber down morth of NUKU FETAU ISLAND.

4

i

On 17 Bovember, from 3: 18 a.m., to 4:07 a.m., about twelve enemy
bombers attacked FUNAFUTI, GILBERT ISLANDS. MAbout seventy to eighty
bomba were dropped which destroyed a grounded Liberator, one sky train,
and damaged a mumber of other planes. The Ammy radio receiver statiom
was demolished. A number of bombs fell on the rurnway. One man was
killed.

The submarine KINGFISH, returning from patrol, of the CELEEES and
the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES, reported as follows:

SANK
October 1, by gunfire 225 ton sall boat
October §, HYUTOMA MARU 14,050 tons
October 20, freighter 5,000 tons
TOTAL 19,275 tons

The Fifth Echelon of reinforcements and supplies completed unload-
ing at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, during the night of 17 November, The
following day the tug PANMEE and beached L5T's were ineffectively
bombed by twelve enemy dive bombers. One enemy plane was brought down
by barrage balloons,

The latest report of survivors from the high speed transport McEEAN,
suhk on 17 November: Eight officers and eighty men from the McKEAN,
nine officers and one hundred eighteen men of the Marines embarked in
the veasel - Total 215,

Army and Navy Liberators bombed JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS, at noon,
16 November. Large fires were started. A number of enemy flost planes
intercepted and one was probably shot dowm. One of our planes reached
KANAJELIN and dropped a number of bombs with unreported results. A1l
of our planss returned.
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After sunset, on 15 November, eight Liberators, operating from
CANTON ISLAND, attacked MILIZ, MARSHAIL ISLANDS, and MAKIN, GILEERT
ISLANDS, Large fires were started on MILIE. No enemy planes were
encountered. All planes returned,

At 3:35 a.m., 16 November, eight Mitchells bombed and strafed
the BUKA PASSAGE and SOHANA ISLAND area. Later, at 4103 a.m,., eight
Mitchells attacked this area and sgain at 4115 a.m., four mors Mit-
chells attacked. (ne fire was started, Five of our planes received
minor demage from antiaireraft fire but all returned,

On the same morning, between 3:25 a.m,, and 4130 a.m., four Lib-
erators bombed BUKA and BONIS and started a fire in the BUKA dispersal
area and four fires along the shoreline of BUKA PASSAGE,

Between 8:35 a.m., and 9145 a.m., 16 November, sighteen dive
bombers effectively bombed the enemy in the vicinity of the JABA
RIVER. All planes returned.

At 6:00 a.m., 16 November, eight Corsairs attacked and damaged a
barge off TENEEAU, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and destroyed a large build-
ing one mile inland from CHABAT, MATCHIN BAY area, BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND.

An unreported mumber of United States destroyers bombarded BUKA
between 4:15 a.m., and 4:58 a.m., 16 November,

Photographs taken on November 16, showed the BONIS air strip ser-
viceable, the KARA strip partially servicesble, and the BALLALE, KAHILI,
and BUKA air strips serviceabls,

BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND GROUND SITUATION

Cur forces in the TOROKINA area, have extended their defense peri-
meter sbout one thousand yards on all fronts. The beachhead is now
eight thousand yards wide and five thousand five hundred yards deep.
This includes two thirds of the air field site.

Enemy activity continues in the JABA RIVER area. Total enemy
casualties to date, eight hundred and twelve dead, aix priscners.
Allied casualties one hundred and seventeen dead, four hundred and
eleven wounded, eighty-seven missing.
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The submarine THRESHER sank a medium—sized freighter with thres
torpedo hits on 12 November north of TRUK.

On the morning of 17 November, from 3:00 a.me. to 5:00 a.m., a
Task Group of eight LST's, eight APD's, eacorted by six destroyers,
was attacked by anemy planes off the west coast of BOUGAINVILLE in
the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area. Two enemy planes were destroyed. As
has been previcusly reported, the high speed transport (ex-DD)
McKEAN was struck by an asrial torpedo and sunk,
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At noon on 15 November, twenty unescorted Liberators bambed BUKA.
It is reported good coverage was obtained and several fires started.
While this action was going on, a single Liberator also bombed KAHILT,
Ko enemy air interception was met. All our planes returned,

Liberators from FUNAFUTI, in the afterncon of 15 November, made a
surprise strike on JALUIT ISLAND of the MARSHALL ISIAND group. Bomba
were dropped from helghts of fourteen thousand to two thousand feet. No
enemy antiaircraft fire was received on the first rm and during the attack
no enemy air interception was met. Despite the fact that it was very cloudy
over the target, good photographs were taken. It is reported that at JABOR,
at the northern end of JALUIT ISLAND, there were five large AK's, perhaps
one light cruiser and many barges in the harbor. One of these AK's was
left burning and three were probably damaged. Many fires were started at
JABCR among the hangars, shops and oil stores. S5ix seaplanes were seen,
but none were destroyed. No casualties cccurred in this flight.

Early on the morning of 16 November a night fighter bombed persomnel
and supply areas between KONGU HILL and KAHTLT,

At 1:00 p.m., 16 November, three Mitchells bombed and strafed the east
coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. They destroyed three barges north of KIETA.
The villages from KIETA to TINFUTS HAREOR were well strafed. Light, but
fairly accurate antiaircraft fire was received at KIETA. A1l our planes
returned with mincr damage but with no injury to personnel.

At dusk, 15 November, destroyers of DesRon 23 made & contact with a
surfaced submarine thirty-seven miles west southwest of MUTUPINA POINT,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Fire was opened by our forces at 4,000 yards, and
it is reported several hits were made. When the submarine was brought
under illumination, it submerged. The engagement lasted for twelve mimites.

At 4100, 17 November, the suxiliary high speed destroyer McKEAN was
sunk by an aerial torpedc from a low flying plane, twenty miles scuthwest
of CAPE TCROKINA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, The McKEAN was the rear guard of
an LST formstion approaching the bay. She was hit aft on the starboard
aide and the explosion started oil fires which apread and exploded her
magasine, sinking her. A preliminary count of those rescusd indicates that
eighty-eight of the ship's persomnel of which eight were officers, includ-
ing the commanding officer, were saved. There alsc have been rescued cne
hundred and twenty-seven marines, including nine offlocsra.

okl =
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it 10149 a.m. 1 November, one Liberator bombed KAHILI, SHORTLANDS Area,
while another one bombed SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were uncbserved in both
cases, Intense antiaireraft fire was received and one of the Liberators is

missing.

At 1:00 a.m, 15 November, a Ventura harassed KARA and KAHILL. The
result o the damage inflicted has not been reported,

At 3115 a.m, 15 November, one night fighter bombed the SHORTLAND-FAISI
arsa, destroying one float plane and two barges by strafing. The intense
antiaireraft fire damaged the plane, but no injuries were received by the
personnal,

9 a.m, 17 November 1943.

At 3:30 a.m, 15 November, Lightnings bombed BUKA and strafed the MATCHIN
BAY area near BUKA. The results have not been reported.

At 11:40 aem. 15 November, fifty-one Dauntless, twenty-six Avengers,
covered by sixteen Corsairs, bombed KARA and scored hits on the runway and
antisireraft positions. One direct hit was made on a btuilding in the supply
area, The antiaircraft fire was slight, There was no air interceptions
A1l our planes returned.

During 15 November, a GUADALCANAL snooper strafed huts, the pler and
one small craft and two piles of stores at KIETA.

Presumably during daylight, 15 November, our FBPRESS AUGUSTA BAY air
patrols, failing to find any enemy planes, staged a field day up and dowmn
the coastal areas around BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. This activity resulted in
the destroyal of eight barges, the damaging of one mmall AK and several
other barges, the setting on fire of elght bulldings and numerous huts, and
the destroying of two fuel dumps at TONELEL, In their journsys, they
encountersd very alight antiaireraft fire in the MATCHIN BAY area but
received intense fire at BONIS and TONELEI. Over Kieta and ARAWA BAY
light antiaircraft fire was received. All our plenes returned,

During the morning of 15 November, four Mitechells searched the coast
off BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND up to BUKA. They dsmaged a small freighter at
CAPE DUNGANON, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE, and destroyed one barge and supplies on
the shore at LEUSS (TINPUTS HARBCR Area).
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Further details on the bambing of TARAWA, GILEERT ISLANDS,
on the afterncon of 14 November, indicates that nine Liberators
attacked it. During the same afterncon nine additicnal ILiberators
struck at MILIE ATOLL of the MARSHALL GROUP. No alr opposition
was offered there but light and heavy antialreraft fire was en-
countersd. Bombs which were dropped from nine thousand to ons
thousand feet, started fires and created explosions, It is re-
ported that no casualties were suffered in both of these flights,

During the might of l4-15 November, motor torpedo boata
operating from LAMBU LAMBU, northern VELLA LAVELLA ISTAND, attacked
three empty Japanese barges on the beach at REDMAN ISLAND, north-
west CHOISEUL. Although hits were observed, the extent of the
damage was not determined.

Photographs taken on 15 November of the enemy's sir field

on BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND indicate that the BONIS runway is service-
able and those at BALLALE, KARA, KAHILI and BUKA are unserviceable.
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On 13 November, the First Battalion of the Third Marine Divieion ad=
vanced to ocoupy the trail junction, which is three thousand yards north
of PIVA and northeast of TORCKINA, Here the enemy was attacked in their
prepared positions, In the ensuing engagement, thirteen Marines were
iilled and sixty-five were wounded, During the evening, some sniping was
reported, A BLUE patrol also contacted a small party of Japs with two
light machine guns about six hundred yards east of the mouth of the LARUMA
RIVER, just northwest of TOROKINA. Intermittent fighting occured during
the afternocon, with our casualties totaling one killed and one wounded,

No estimate has been reported of the Jap losses in elther engagement.

The U,S. light cruiser DENVER, which had her engineering spaces flooded

by an aerisl torpedo at 5:00 a.m. 13 November, arrived safely at FURVIS
HARBOR, FLORTDA ISLAND et 9:00 a.m. 15 November,

- 638 -



— L 4 ’

Conaweat Fiux UNITED STATES FLEET
S HEABQUANTENS OF THE COMMANTEN I¥ CHIEF
f HAVY DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTOMN, D, .
“¥etrsr
‘@ 9 a.m. 1.5 November 19‘#3-

C t'd

A preliminary report indicated that on 14 November, between
4:27 p.m., and 7100 p.m., eighteen Liberators, operating from
FUNAFUTI, attacked the enemy runway, dispersal and storage ares
on TARANA, GILBERT ISLANDS. Four large fires, near the runway,
were started. No enemy planes were encountered, One of our
banbers is missing.

A delayed report indicates that during the night of 11-12
November, seven enemy planes bombed the vicinity of PURUATA ISLAND
and CAPE TOROKINA causing some damage,

The Steamship CAPE SAN JUAN torpedoed one hundred and fifty
miles southwest of TONGATABU and reported in the summary of 13
November, sank at 5:08 a.m., 14 November. An estimated one thousand
and one hundred and eighty survivors have been rescued.

On 14 November, a reconnalssance plane sttacked and damaged
an eight or ten thousand ton enemy freighter, escorted by two
corvettes in the northern part of 5T. GEORGE'S CHANNEL. The vessel
was subsequently beached in the area.
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8ix Mitehell bombers strafed BUKA at 3 a.m., 13 November, with

uncbserved results. Two of the planes were slightly damaged but all
returned.

At 11:15 a.m., 13 November, sixteen Alracobras strafed build-
ings at TARLENA, northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A number of the

buildings were left smoking.

The MATCHIN BAY area, north BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND, was attacked
by six Mitchells at noon, 13 November. Results were not chserved.

On 13 November, between 1:23 p.m., and 2150 p.m., a GUADALCANAL
reconnalssance plane bombed and strafed camouflaged grounded enemy
planes and buildings on KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND, Five enemy float re- |
connaissance planes were destroyed and a mumber of fires started.

At 4335 a.m., 13 November, a Lightning night fighter strafed
BONIS, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and destroyed four enemy single- |
engined planes on the ground and damaged another. A barge loaded 'it.h|
Japanese was also believed to have been destroyed.

During the night of November 13-1L, a Douglas night fighter
harassed enemy positiocns on SHORTLAND ISLAND and KAHILI. Four of
five enemy searchlights were shot out.

On 1y November, twenty Avengers bombed the vieinity of CAFE
TCACKINA. The area was well covered. No antiaircraft fire or enemy
planes were encountered. All of our planes returned.

At 12:15 p.m., 1L November forty-nine dive bombers and eight tor-
pedo bombers, covered by sixteen Corsairs, bombed snemy installationa
on BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. A mumber of hits were scored on
the runway. Intense antiaircraft fire was encountered but all planes
returned.

On 14 November the north coast of BOUCGAINVILIE ISLAND, mmdi.n;\
KIETA was strafed by four fighters. Results were not observed.
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At 11126 a.m. 13 November, seventeen Liberators bombed BONIS, NORTH
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. A number of hits were scored on antiaireraft gun
positions, taxiways and in dispersal areas,

At 12115 a.m, 14 October, & motor torpedo boat, operating from
TREASURY ISLAND, was struck by a three-inch enemy shell, one mile off
SIRUKIA POINT, SOUTH SHORTLAND ISLAND. One officer and one enlisted were
killed and six others wounded.
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On 11 November between T:45 p.m., and 8:15 p.m., seven enemy
torpedo and bomber planes ineffectively attacked Task Force 39
(MONTFELIER, DENVER, COLUMBIA, CLEVELAND, and seven destroyers),
south of GANONGGA ISLAND. (ne enemy plane was shot down and the re-
mainder were driven off without releasing their torpedoes.

At 2:10 p.m., 12 November, twenty-seven torpedo bombers and
forty-five dive bombers escorted by ten Corsairs attacked KARA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Numerous hits were scored on the runway and
fires were started in the supply and personnel areas near the strip.
No enemy antiaireraft fire or planes were ancountered.

During the afterncon of 12 November, eight Lightnings strafed
the revetment ares at BONIS, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Upon their return
these planss strafed the northeast area of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND in-
cluding KIETA HARECR with unobserved results.

reports indicate that eighteen Mitchell bombers
effectively attacked TARIENA VILLAGE, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND during the
morning of 12 November.

On 13 November between 10:45 p.m., and 10:55 p.i., six enemy
bombers attacked FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS. About twenty-four to
thirty-six bombs were dropped which wounded two of cur persconel, set
on fire and destroyed one Liberator, one Catalina and one Corsair.

A five hundred gallon gasoline dump was hit and burned and the main
radio transmitter was struck by bombs, No enemy planes were shot down.

9 a.m, 14 November 1943
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At 9140 a.m, 11 November, forty-two Liberators attacked enemy shipping
in RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Two squadrons of Liberators bombed a heavy or
light eruiser in the outer SIMPSCH HARBOR. Two squadrons bombed another
heavy or light cruiser and a freighter in TAHILI BAY. Wo hits were scored,
About twelve or fifteen enemy fighters intercepted and of these five were
shot down, One Liberator was badly damaged, one slightly damaged and an-
other landed in the water near GANONGGA ISLAND. The remainder of our planes
returned,

Three Liberators, escorted by fighters, after an unsuccessful search
for enemy shipping in NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, on 11 November, bombed and
strafed enemy barges and installations between TARLENA and CHABAI, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND. The fighter escart strafed four enemy barges with uncbeerved
results., One fighter plane was forced down in the water off BARAKCMA, SOUTH-
EAST VELLA LAVELLA, but the pilot was rescued,

A reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADALCANAL, engaged five enemy
fighters twenty miles east of NAURU ISLAMD during the morning of 11 Novexber,
The enemy broke off the attack after two of their planes appeared to ba set
on fire.

During the night of 11 November, about twelve enemy bombers dropped
between fifty to sixty bombs on HANCOMEA, ELLICE ISLANDS. Preliminary re-
ports indicate one killed and two wounded and a number of small fires were
gtarted in the ammunition dump., One enemy plane wes shot down by antiair-

eraft fire. w1V b

At 4300 m.m, 12 Movember, the S.5. CAPE SAN JUAN was torpedoed about
one hundred and fifty miles southwest of TONGATABU and reported sinking,

At 5:00 a.m, 13 November, the U.S. light crulser DENVER was attacked
by enemy aircraft forty-three miles southwest of CAFR TOROKINA, BOUSAINVILLE
ISLAND, and hit by an serial torpedo on the port side aft, which flooded the
enginesring spaces and put all but one shaft out of commimsion, The DENVER
is returning to port at & speed of about five knotes,
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At 9:05 a.m. 11 November, aircraft of Task Force 50,3 (ESSEX (cv),

BUNKER HILL (CV), INDEPENDENCE (CVL) and ten destroyers) commenced an
attack on enemy ships at RABAUL, NEW ERITAIN. The attack was completed
at 9535 a.m., with the followlng results:

Sunk - one light eruiser, and two destroysrs.

Damaged -~ two heavy crulsers, one light ecrulser end alght
destroyers.

In addition, twenty-four enemy fighters wers shot dowm, e
lost four planes in combat,

Leter that morning, enemy torpedo bombers and dive bombers attacked
the carriers four times, In these engagements, sixty-four enemy planes
were shot down, We lost one dive bomber and two torpedo bombers. The
enemy scored a number of near misses, but the surface units retired without

material damage.
The results of these attacks ars indicated on the attached tabulatiom,

A 17056 - 632 -
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ESSEX 1 1 - - 3 - 2 1
BUNKER HILL -~ 1 - 2 - - 3 2
INDEPENIENCE - - = = = 2 -~

TOTAL: 2 - 2 3 - 7 3

IN R TTACK
® n B
ESSEX 29 19 28
BUNKER HILL o 18 23
INDEFENDENCE o L L. —" i
TOTAL: 7 L6 51
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To date, a total of 26,700 personnel and 19,000 tona of carge and equipment
have besn landed at TOROKINA.

7,700 personnel and 5,800 tons of cargo and equipment have been trans-
ported to TREASURY ISLAND.
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At 2:10 a,m, 10 November, fifty-five dive bombers and thirty-four
torpedo bombers, escorted by fifty-four fighters, attacked the BUKA and
BONIS airfislds, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Fires were started on both
fields, and it is believed an ammunition dusp at BUKA was destroyed.
Moderats antiaircraft fire was sencountered, btut no enemy planee inter—
cepted. One of our dive bombers was reported missing,

At 11100 a.m. 10 November, twelve unsscorted Mitchells bombed the
BALLALE ISLAND rurway, SHORTLAND AREA. Results of this attack were not

reported.

On 10 November, eleven unescorted Mitchells bombed EARA, BODGAIN-
VIILE ISLAND. A mumber of hits wers scored on the rurway and a large
fire was started, Mo antisireraft fire nor enemy planes were ancounter=
ed,

All of the enemy air fields on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND were reported
unserviceatle on the night of 10 November,

At 6200 peme 10 November, three Mitchells attacked and sank a two
hundred foot enemy freighter in MATCHIN BAY, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Enemy
installations were strafed and two barges sunk, between TARCLENA and
CHARAI, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. All of our planes returned.

wgmmm
SITUATIGN '

On 10 November, seventeen dive bombers and twelve torpedo bombers
attacked enemy positions along the PIVA and JABA RIVERS in the EMPRESS
AUGUSTA BAY AREA. A mmber of fires were started and half of PIVA VILLAGE
was destroyed, This attack was coordinated With the forward movement of
our troops in the TOROKINA AREA.

PIVA was occupied by our ground forces on 10 November, Quantities of
ammnition, other supplies and equipment wers found abandoned in the
bivouse area along the PIVA-NUMA NUMA trail.

Our ground forces in the TORCKINA AREA continued to expand thedr
positions in all directions and work on the airstrip began on 9 November,
It is estimated that the strip will be completed in about thirty daye.
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Information obtained from a priscner of war indicates thet the
Jepenese battleship MUTSU was sunk by an explosion in the INLAND SEA

sometime in July. A battleship of the Yamato class was undergoing
gorveralon to an aireraft carriler.

At 9 8.m, 11 November, twenty-five Avenger torpedo bombers and twenty-
one Dauntless dive bombers, attached to Task Force 38 (SARATOGA (CV),
PRINCETON (CVL), SAN DIEGO (CL), SAN JUAN (CL) and seven destroyers),
sovered by fifty-five Hellcats, attacked five enemy destroyers outaide of
RABAUL HARECR, NEW BRITAIN. The harbor itself was closed in by weather.
Dive bombing conditions wers unfavorables

Two bomb hits were scored, and two probsble torpedo hits on & large
destroyer identified by photographs as of the Teratsuki class. Several
near misses wers cbaserved on the other destroyers and ome probable and two
poasible torpedo hits,

About thirty to forty enemy planes were airborne. Our planes shot
down one enemy fighter end one dive bomber. One Avenger is reported mise-
ing, and a Helleat was lost, although the pilot was rescued.

A preliminary report indicates that a large Jspaness transport was
damaged with two torpedo hits on 11 November by one of our submarines
(name unknown) in a position about four hundred and fifty miles northeast
of CGUAM.

ILE TUATI

On 11 November, our ground forces in the TORCKINA area lost contact
with the enemy on the west flank, Marine raiders attacked along the PIVA
trail and advanced about five hundred yards. It was estimated that about
three hundred Japansse were killed in the PIVA Area during the actlon of
8-9 November.
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Intercepted messages indicate that the aircraft carrier FSSEX tak-
ing part in the strike against RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, scheduled for 9:30
g.m, 11 November was under enemy air attack four times, MApparently, only
minor damage was inflicted on the carrier. Further detaile are not at
present available,

The KARA airfiald on BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND was attacked by thirty-three
dive bombers and seventeen torpedo bombers, escorted by sixteen Adlracobras
at 11110 a.m, 9 November. A mumber of hits wers scored on the runway in the
supply and gun position areas, The fighter escort strafed the southeast
coast of BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND and other enemy positions in the SHORTLAND Area
with uncbserved results,

At noon, 9 November, thirty-five dive bombers and elghteen torpedo
bombers, escorted by elght Alracobras, attacked the BALLAIE airfield and
started & rumbar of fires, A direct hit was scored on an smmndtion dump,.

During the afterncon of 9 November, an unreported number of Mitchells
strafed the bivouac arsa on BUKA ISLAND. No shipping targets were seen in
the area.

aphs taken of the southern BOUGAINVILLE air fields after the
alr attack of 9 November show these fields to be unserviceable.

Enemy concentrations at the mouth of the LARUMA RIVER, EMPRESS AUGUSTA
BAY, wers strafed at 7:00 a.m, 9 November by six Mitchell bombers. Results
wara not obsesrved.

An estimated three hundred Jepanese landed on the west flank of our
positions in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY on 7-8 November, They wers immediately
engaged and about one-half of the enemy force was wiped out. Allled casualties
amounted to about fifty or sixty wounded. Our positions along the entire
front in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area are reported secure.

Enemy planes were over TREASURY ISLAND during the night 8-§ November
and apparently dropped some bombs without damage,
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An Allied battalion, equipped with artillery and tanks,
less one company, engaged the enemy reinforcements which landed
tmbnrg-mrthmm.ndimmm, during the
night of & or 7 November. It is estimated that the enemy force
gonsisted of two reinforced companies equipped with mortars and
machine guns. Our troops suffered sixty casualties. The outpost
at LARUMA was withdrewn after thirty Japanese were killed. Inemy

snipars are active.

On 8 November, an enemy outpost at the PIVA TRAIL, east
TOROKTHA was attacked by an Allied company and elght Japanese
were killed. Two of our troops were wounded. Another enemy
pltﬁlmmcumhﬂd.inthi:nmmdtmnfwtrmplm-
kill ed.

A large concentration of the enemy has been reported in
_ the CHABAI-TAHUT area, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

One of our submarines as yet unidentified sank an entire
enemy convoy consisting of two tankers, one large transport, two
cargc vessels and one unidentified ship on or about & November,
two hundred and ninety miles west northwest of MANILA.

The submarine CABRILLA reported scoring two torpedo hits
on & seventeen thousand ton swdliary sircraft carrier on 24
Septesber two hundred and forty miles northeast of CHICHLJIMA.
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At 11117 a,m,, 7 November, & reconnaissance plane sighted
and attacked three enemy cargo vessels, escorted by two destroyers
and two planes, fifty miles north of MUSSAU ISLAND. A near miss
was scored on the largest cargo vessel and one of the enemy planes
appeared to have been damaged.

At 11:19 a.m., 7 November, twenty-one Liberators bombed
the BUEA air field. fhnltl of this attack were not reported.
No enemy planes were sncountered.

At 11155 a.m., 7 November, ons Liberator boubed with un—
reported results the revetment area at EIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, HNo ensmy planss were encountered.

During the morning of 8 November, aix Mitchells, sscorted
by fighters, bombed KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Seven of the es-
corting Corsairs shot down an enenmy medium bomber and destroyed a
grounded fighter in addition to killing about twenty-five Japanese
on the field at BUKA,

On the same day, three Vemturas attacked enemy gun positions
in the LARUMA RIVER area northwest of CAPE TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, with unobserved results.

At noon, & November, alr patrols over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY

mﬂ@!cﬁww_@ﬂm_ﬂﬂ
tighters, sen dive bombers and probably shot down four more
fighters and three dive bembers. We lost four Warhawke, one Corsair,
one Lightning and one Helleat, Other Allled patrols over the area

strafed about ten or twelve enemy barges near the mouth of the
LARUMA RIVER and set a number of them on fire.

At noon, 9 November, a recomnalssance plane operating from
GUADALCANAL shot down one of four attacking planes in the vicinity
of EAPTNGAMARANGT ISLAND.

BOUGATNVILLE GROUND SITUATION

Enemy planes attacked the CAPE TOROKINA area during the
night of 6~7 November and dropped about fifty bombs which killed
two and wounded ten of the personnal.

- 626 =
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BOUGATHVILLE ISLAND -~ GROUND SITUATION
An Allied reconnaissance party ashore in the EMPHESS AUGUSTA BAY area

was attacked on 5 November, Eight of the ensmy were killed. Allied losses:
one killed, three wounded.
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A delayed report indicates that during the night of 1-2 November, enemy
planes dropped bombs on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Two men were killed and some
material was destroyed or damaged,

During the night of 5-6 November, enemy planes dropped bombs without
effect into EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The following night
& Japansss plans attacked and caused some casualtles,

At noon 7 Movember, three Venturas, during a search for enesy shipping,
strafed snemy personnel at MUSSI POINT and bombed KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
Results of these attacks wers uncbserved.

At 1:30 pem, 7 November, eighteen dive boabers and fourteen torpedo
bombers bombed enemy gun positions, the supply and bivousc areas at the mouth
of the JABA RIVER, EAST EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAT. No antiaireraft fire nor air
interception was encountered.

At 1155 p.m. three Venturas, sscorted by twenty-four fightere, bombed
and strafed enemy positions and barges in ATSINIMA BAY, porthwest of CAFE
TORCEINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of barges wers destroyed or damaged.,
Later, at 2t00 psm., this area was again attacked by eight Mitchells with
uncbaerved results,

During 7 November, four dive bombers, patroling EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
strafed about twenty or twenty-five enemy barges at the mouth of the LARUMA
RIVER and set on fire several huts at the mouth of the ATSINIMA RIVER, porthe-
west of CAPE TOROKIMA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

A reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADALCANAL, at 1:20 s.m. & November,
lttudmﬂhuthu-mdmwm-mmmiﬂr-ﬂuwm
southwest of BUKA PASSAGE, north of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results of this
attack were not reported.

At sbout 7:10 p.m, 8 November, Cruiser Division 13 (SANTA FE (CL),
BIRMINGHAM (CL), MOBILE (CL)), supporting the reinforcement of
m,mﬁmtﬂrm“fﬂrﬁrmuﬂrm. Seven of the enemy
planes wers reported shot down,

A preliminary report indicates that the BIRMINGHAM was damaged by bombs

and will require re-gunning and docking, The vessel's enginesring plant was
not damaged, Personnsl casualties - one killed, forty-two wounded,

- 62% =
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Our positions at EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY are being consolidated, M nor
E;ut.nl activity continued throughout 6 Movember, and three Japanese were
od,

i During the night of 6 November and 7 November, about twenty-one enemy
| hr;ulud-dmt.h-mtm*ufmpndtiuuinth-dnmwert.h-
| LARUMA RIVER and ATSINIMA BAY, Our forces engaged the enemy troops and
|| patrel activity contimued inland, Two destroyers have been ordered to CAFE
I W,mm,mmumﬁwwmnqm-
- operations,

Our troope have completed patrols around all of TREASURY ISLAND,

A preliminary report recelved indicates that & dive bombing and torpedo
attack was launched by enemy planes on 8 November against a transport group
in the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Itlqumrttdthltthltmpuﬂm-uhﬂb;hubﬂm:uﬂm
ed five idlled and twenty wounded. The transport JACKSON was struck by a dud
bomb which caused no casualties. Other vessels in the group did not suffer
any casualties, Purther details are not available at present.

Preliminary reports indicate as follows:

The submarine TAUTOG, returning from an unreported area in the
PACIFIC, reported sinking or damaging one freighter.

The submarine HALIBUT scored three hits on an aireraft carrier
and sank one freighter and damaged ancther in the vieinity of BUNGO
SUIDO, JAPANESE EMPIRE.

The submarine SEA WOLF, returning from an unreported area in the
PACIFIC, rq:urhdﬂddn.md.mm:ndnm:-rrﬂhhn

The submarine HADDOCK, returning from the TRUK Ares, reported

sinking one destroyer and two tankers, totaling 21,500 tons. This
is in addition to the 11,000 tons she previously reported sunlc,
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Of the twalve snemy dive bombers which attacked the LCI gunboat on the
night of 5 November, the LCI shot down four of the enemy planes, and the
motor torpedo boat shot down one. This attack was reported in the aftermcon
summary of 6 Hovember,

At 7145 aem, 6 November, an unreported mumber of Mitchell bombers,
sscorted by fighters, strafed at low level a one hundred and fifty and a
thres hundred foot snemy freighter, both loaded with antiaireraft ammunition
and sscorted by a corvette off the SOUTHWEST COAST of BUKA ISLAND. All three
of the snemy shipa were sunk,

After the attack, our bombers were intercepted by eight enemy Zercs.
One Zero was shot down, Although damaged, all of our planes returned. The
fighter sscort of eight Corsairs shot down an snemy bomber ten miles off CAFE
MOLTEKE, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 12115 pem, & November, twenty-four Mitchells attacked the EARA air-
field, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND and started a number of fires.

During & November, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY air patrols strafed the KIETA

and other enemy installations at MABIRI, nertheast CENTRAL BOUGAIN-
mmtuummmmmmmxmmmuh-mu
MAMAREGU, SOUTH EMPRESS AUGUSTA EAY. Results of these attacks were not

obeerved,

At noon 6 November, an unreported mumber of Liberators attacked BMIs,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A preliminary report indicates that the rumway was well
ocovered by bombs,

ermp.t.alw-bw,mtd.ghtﬂutlmmmmphntmnﬂ
to be & photo reconnaissance plans, scutheast of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

During the afterncon of 6 November, two enemy planes inaffectively dropped
bembs into the water in the MUNDA AREA, NEW GEORGIA.

A GUADALCANAL reconnaissance plane at 12:52 p.m. 7 November, attacked
thres enemy tankers, escorted by two mmall vessals,about sixty-three miles
northeast of MUSSAU ISLAND. A near miss was scored on one of the tankers,

Photographs taken on 6 November, showed the KARA, EIETA, BALLALE, KIHILI
and BUEA rumways unserviceabls,
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Photographs taken at the time of attack by TASK FORCE 38, 5 November,
show the following type of enamy vessels in RABAUL HARBOR, NEW BRITAIN:
Eight heavy cruisers, including two MOGAMI, two NACHI, three ATAGO and

one TOME class. Three light cruisers, including ome SENDAI, one YUBARI,
one NATORI class. Fourteen destroyers.

Mthough the photographs show & mumber of bomb hits, they are not
complete as they wers taken during the attack and not after the attack
was completed.

Subssquent evaluation adds three more enemy fighters definitely
shot down, for a total of twenty.

During the morning of & November, a Mitchell bomber attacked and
sank two enemy barges in TIMPUTS HARBCR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and bombed
KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, with unobsarved results.

At noon 6 November, forty-four dive bombers and seventeen torpede
bombers, covered by thirty-two fighters, attacked enany installations at
KARA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of hits were scored on a bullding
and on what may have been a radic tower. The fighter escort destroyed
one barge and set an unreported mmber on fire. One dive bomber is mise-

ing.
KARA is reported to appear deserted with few guns in emplacements.

A 12115 p.m., twenty-four bombers (type unreported) escorted by
Corsairs, again bombed KARA and started a mmber of [ires.

At 2110 p.m., & November, four Mitchell bombers sank two enemy
barges, three small freighters and strafed about twenty or twenty-five
snemy barges in the MATCHIN BAY area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. HNo enemy
interception was ensountered.
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At 12:28 pem, 5 November, an unreported number of Liberators,attach-
ed to the SOUTHWEST PACIFIC ATR FORCE, attacked RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN short-
ly after the strike by TASK FORCE 38, Eombs were dropped on enemy installa-
tions and in the wharf area,

Photographs showed six heavy crulsers, ten or fourteen destroyers,
cargo vesssls, freighters, tankers and one hospital ship.

During the night of 5 November, an LCI gunboat, while sscorting an
1CT, in company with a motor torpedo boat, was attacked by twelve enesy
dive bombers, betwesn THEASURY ISLAND and EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGATN-

! VILIE ISLAND.

The LCI was struck by & torpedo, which entered the engine room but
did not sxplode, The convoy returned to EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, where a
bamb disposal unit will salvage the torpedo.

Enexy planes were over THEASURY ISLAND during the night of k=5 Novesber
and dropped three bombs without damage.

GROUND SITUATION

No report has been received regarding the ground situation at RMFEESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Patrol activity on THEASURY ISLAND continues. An Allied patrol on
5 November, between PULAPU and SOANTOTALU, TREASURY ISLAND, sncountersd
ten Japansss, killed eight and captured one, Two unarmed Japanese wers
captured in the vicinity of MALSI,

It 4s balieved that not more than twenty Japanese now remain on
THEASURY ISLAND,

A 17056



CoMiNcH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
s‘w HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
- ot MAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
‘;‘W 9 a.m, 6 November 1943,
9
SOUTH PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The submerine GUARDFISH returned from patrol of the TRUK - NEW HANOVER
traffic routes and reported the following results:

8 October = sank one freighter of a four-ship escorted convoy.
9=10 October = sank an escorted freighter,
Total enemy tons sunk = 13,050.

-ﬂ‘-
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At 11:30 a.m, 5 November, air craft of Task Force 38 (SARATOGA (CV),
PRINCETON (CVL), SAN DIEGO (CL), SAN JUAN (CL) and nine destroyers) struck
meny shipping in RABAUL, HEW BRITAIN. Upwards of twenty-three Avenger
torpedo bombers and twenty-two Dauntless dive bombers, covered by fifty-twe
Hellecats, launched twenty-three torpedoes and dropped twenty-two half-ton
bombe

g

Of the six enemy heavy cruisers observed, five of them were hit with
torpedoss and bombs, and one blew up. The sixth heavy crulser was torpedoed.
Of the two light cruilsers cbserved, ons was hit by torpedces and bombs and the
other by bombs, Two destroyers, out of spproximately fifteen to twenty seen in
the harbor, were torpedoed., Most of the remainder were strafed.

About seventy-two to cne hundred enemy fighters and medium bombers were in
the air over the area, and of these our planess definitely shot down seventesn
fighters, possibly twenty-one, BEight enemy fighters were damaged. Six fight~
ers and ons medium bomber, spparently float planes in the harbor, were report-
ed sunk and ons bomber probably sunk, The enemy antiaircraft fire encountered
was concentrated and fairly accurate.

We lost one dive bomber, which was shot down and two Avengers, which land-
ed on the water when they returned. Five Hellcats and two Avengers are missing.
Sixteen Hellecats, eight Avengers and eight Dauntless received minor damage.
Personnel casualties = three killed, eight wounded.

During 5 November, six Mitchells struck enemy shipping along the northeast
coast of BOUGAINVILLE y with the following results: Exploded one one-
bundred and fifty foot cargo vessel, set on fire a three-hundred foot carge
vessel, damaged a one-mmdred foot cargoe vessel, strafed twelve barges and
dropped bombe in the bivousc area of the KIETA airfield, where a nusber of
fires were started,

At 411l pem, 5 November ome of our reconnalssance planes ineffectively
attacked a two=hundred and fifty foot destroyer tender escorted by two amall

ships twenty-miles northwest of CAFE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND.
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i ﬂlidtmuuuthnmﬂhotﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁm-nth&ndhmmhﬂ—
od ons hundred Japansae. The attack was repulsed and sixty of the enemy were
| kElled. Allied losses amounted to two killed and nine wounded.

hlﬂﬂtdthnﬂuﬂmtmrtﬂmﬂmmm,mm
and forty-three Japansse dead were counted, The number of enemy wounded 1s
unknewn, but is believed to be considerable, One hundred and eighty tons of
muummtmmummmmmuqnmm.
mmm,nmmm-nmm-mmnrum Two
enemy barges were sunk,

i During the sucesssful paratroop withdrawal, booby traps and mine fields
| uthrmtrwp-ﬂr-hnrdnplmﬁu,mmhdwwm-_uuut-
| 4ing sdditional Jap casualtles.

Allied losses amounted to nine dead and sixteen wounded. It was reported
that the enemy used dumdums and exploeive bulleta.
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At 11:00 a.m. 4 November, fifty-seven dive bombers and nineteen torpedo
bomberas, sscorted by fighters, attacked KIHNILI, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Numeroua
hits were scored on the runway and in the surrounding area. One torpedo bomber
was shot down by enemy antiaireraft fire but the crew balled out. Three tor-
pedo bombers and one dive bomber were damaged by antiaircraft fire. No enemy
planes wers encountered.

The fighter escort, after the attack, strafed the north of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND and set on fire a small freighter near MABIRI, northeast BOUGATINVILLE
ISLAND. In addition, these planes probably set on fire two schooners between
MABIRI and CAFE FRIENDSHIF. Three barges were sunk and two small vessels set
on fire in MATCHIN BAY, north BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND,

Mr patrols over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, did not enwm unter
any enamy planes during 4 November but attacked small surface craft and enemy
gun positicns in the MATCHIN BAY area.

At 7:20 p.m, 4 November, a reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADALCANAL,
attacked three large enamy cargo vessels, escorted by three destroyers, about
one hundred and forty-five miles west of KAPTNGAMARANGI ISLAND. Results of
this attack wers not reported.

During the same day, another reconnalssance plane succeeded in shooting
dowd one of eight enemy float planes, which attacked in the vleinity of

KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND.
’ A preliminary report indicates that the submarine TRIGGER, operating in
I[ the EAST CHINA SEA, on about 3 November, attacked an enemy convey, and in an
[ | all night battle sank two freighters, one tanker and damaged one freighter.

The submarine SEA HORSE, which attacked the same convoy at the same time,
sank one large tanker, ons large and one small freighter,

' { BOUGAINVILIE, TREASURY AND CHOISEUL

During 4 Novembsr, in the CAPE TOROKINA area, BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, emall
groups of the enemy attempted to infiltrate cur lines, and some Japaneae
sniper fire was encountered. Mopping operations of off-shore lislands continued,
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At 9:35 a.m. 3 November, nineteen Liberators attacked a convoy of three
enmmy freighters protected by three destroyers ons hundred and ten miles off
the northeast central coast of NEN IHELAND. One freighter was serlously
damaged and left in a sinking condition, Another freighter was also damaged.

About ten or twenty enemy fighters and observation planes attacked our
bombers, Four of the enemy planss were definitely destroyed and three possi-
bly destroyed. One Liberator was disabled and crash-landed at MUNDA, and
another was forced down on the water., A number of our bombers received minor
damage from antiaireraft fire.

At 12:10 pem, 3 November, eight Corsairs were attacked by twenty Zeros
over CAPE MOLTXE, west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A pumber of the enemy planes
wers damaged. Two of cur planes went down in flames and are reported mise-

1“-
At 7:30 a.m, 4 November, ancther reconnaissance plans from GUADALCANAL

attacked two large enemy cargo vessels and set one on fire about one hundred
and fifteen miles northeast of MUSSAU ISLAND.

At 10:50 a,m, 4 November, a reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADAL-

CANAL, bombed and scored a direct hit on an enemy tanker escorted by a
destroyer one hundred and sixty-eight miles north of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
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During the night surface action of 1-2 November, the United States
destroyer THATCHER, while approaching for a torpedo attack, collided
broadside with the United States destroyer SPENCE at thirty-four knots.

The veseel received severe structural damage, but comtinued in actien
following the collision, and at times succeeded in making thirty-four

The damage to the THATCHER was mentioned in the morning summary of
3 November, which at that time reported that the damage was possibly
recelved from an enamy alr attack.

A preliminary report indicates that at 11:30 p.m, 4 November, one
of our heavy bombers attacked and destroyed an enemy heavy or light
erulser one hundred miles nmorth northwest of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN,

Choizeul paratroopers have been withdrawn successfully leaving
land mines and booby traps in ares.
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At B:00 a.,m. 2 November, a reconnaissance plane ineffectively bomb-
ed a surfaced enemy submarine ninety miles southeast of CAPE ST. GECRGE,
NEW IRELAND. Later, this plane attacked an enemy freighter seventy
miles southeast of CAPE ST. GHORCE and scored a direct bomb hit. The
vessel is beliaved to have been sunk,

At 12:15 p.m, 2 November, anocther reconnaissance plane attacked and
sank & 1,000 ton enemy freighter thirty miles southwest of CCEAN ISLAND.
This plane was badly demaged and a number of her personnel were wounded.
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The fallowing air actions on November 1 are additional to those
previously reported:

At 7:05 a.m., elght Lightnings on a shipping reconnaissance
destroyed one esnemy bomber, thirty miles east of CAFE 5T. GREORGE, NEW
IRELAND, All our planes returned.

At 8:10 a.m., eight Lightnings, while on a patrol of the south-
west coast of BOUGAINVILLE, engaged fifteen to twenty Zeros. Seven of
the Zercs were ghot down with three more probably destroyed. All our
planes returned.

Later in the morning, twenty-one Liberators bombed KIHILI,
SHORTLAND AREA, scoring excellent hits southwest of the runway and in
the dispersal areas. Very heavy antisireraft fire was received by our
planes but they all returned safely.

On November 2, at 8:00 a.m., thirty-two Allied fighters inter—
cepted thirty-five to forty Zercs and several bombers forty miles west
of CAFE TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Seven enemy fighters and one
bomber were shot down., All our planes returned.

A little later in the morning, at 9:50 a.m., twenty unescorted
Liberators bombed KIHILI, SHORTLANDS AREA, It is reported that the
targets were excellently covered. A&ll our planes returned.
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but it is reported that the damage to her is not serious. Our sther
ships received minor damage but few casualties and can be ready for
action again within & few hours.

The expected sir attack materialized at 8:10 a.m. The full
effect of damage incurred by cur forces, if any, cennct be reported
herewith becsuse of & garbled text. It is stated, however, that the
light cruiser MINTPELIER received hitas on her starboard catapult which
resulted in the seriously wounding of nine of her personnsl. Eight
others were alsoc wounded.
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Some details are now available of Task Force 39's surface
action with the enemy during the night of November 1-2 and the Japs
ensuing air attack on it the following moming. It would appear thet
the scens of the surface action took place approximately thirty-five
miles West Northwest of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

At 2:27 a.m., initial surface contact wes made at a range of
36,000 yards with the Jap forces disposed in three groups, the ad-
vance one being of four destroyers, the second group of four heavier
units, followed by the third group numbering four ships. The distant
interval between these groups was 6,000 yards. They were steaming on
course 120° with & speed of twenty-seven knots.

Reports indicate that our forces deployed on course North and
"beautifully" T'd the enemy with DESDIV 45 in the van, followed by the
light cruisers and DESDIV L6 in the rear. As DESDIV 45 launched a
torpeds attack on the advance group, our cruisers reversed to the South
and DESDIV L& went in with thedir torpedoes on the second enemy group.
Four minutes after DESDIV 45 torpedoes were "seen" in the water, our
light crulsers commenced firing.

Reports indicate that the main battle tock place between 8,000
and 20,000 yards with our destroyers battling both groups of the enemy
force. The destroyer squadron commander claims that DESDIV L5 made
three torpede hits and that DESDIV L& got two,

The main battle continued until 3:55 a.m,, when the remsinder
of the enemy fled to the westward. The mopping action and pursuit by
our forces continued until 5:40 a.m,, when the last Jap vessel remain-
ing in the battle area was overtaken and sunk by our destroyera. No
time was spent in picking up enemy survivors because it was feared that
a hostile air attack would be made &t dawn., It was also necessary to
speedily gather our dispersed ships and assist the damaged destroyer
FOOTE to clear the action zone,

A preliminary report indicates that the Japs lost one cruiser
and four destroyers by sinking and two cruisers and two destroyers are
believed to have been damaged. As has been previously indicated the
destroyer FOOTE, in this action, was hit in the stern by a torpedo.
The light cruiser DENVER was also struck with four eight inch shells
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Task Force 39 was later attacked at 8:00 a.m., by & formation
of seventy enemy planes, It would appear that the Destroyer THATCHER
racelved severe structural damage during this bombardment, but reperta
indicate that she is underwasy and proceeding slowly to HATHORN SOUND,
NEW GECRGIA ISLAND, for temporary repairs., Thirty-two of our fighter
planes intercepted the enemy and shot down eight planes with no loss to
themselvea, The surface ships of Task Force 39 claims that they have
destroyed ten to twelve planes.

During the night of 2-3 November a Liberstor patrcl plane
attacked a Jap sub thirty-five miles east of KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
The results were uncbserved. At midnight the same plane bombed &
Japanese freighter sixty miles west of BUKA, The results were unreported.

Eight motor torpedo boats will move up to a base at TORCKINA,
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, on the night of 3 November.

GROUND SITUATION TREASURY ISLAND

The ground situation on TREASURY ISLAND is progressing satis-
factorily.

GROUND SITUATION CHOISEUL

On 1 November, &t 5:00 p.m. in the afterncon, it was reported
thet the Japs on CHOISEUL ISLAND were continuing to move towards the
northwestern end.

During the night of 3 November, the paratroop battalion which
was landed on CHOISEUL, as a diversionary feint will be withdrawn on
three LCI's, covered by eight motor torpede boats.
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Further details are now available covering the initial cpera-
tion for the Allied seizure and occupation of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND.

Frior to the landing of the first assualt waves at 7T:30 a.m,
on 1 November, thirty-one Avengers bombed and strafed and seven
Dauntless dive bombers dropped smoke bombs on the beaches. An aver—
age of thirty-four of our fighter planes covered the assualt waves as
they landed. Despite attempts of an enemy bomber to drop mines off
shore, the landings were conducted with no losses in surface ships.

It is reported & total of fourtsen thousand three hundred
men and sixty-two hundred tons of equipment and supplies were landed
by the first echelon in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE, The
troop and carge attack vessels of the first echelon have arrived
back at GUADALCANAL without incident on their return trip.

The TORCKINA ground troops have gained their first phase
line without encountering enemy in strength, after the initial
landing., Appreximately three hundred casualties and fifty-five
dead resulted from our landing and first day's operations. The
Jap casualties are at least one hundred and thirty-five killed with
no priscners taken.

It is now reported that in the two successful air attacks
made by Task Force 38 on the air fields on BUKA and BONIS, BOUGATN-
VILLE ISLAND, on 1 November, cur only losses were two fighter planes,

On 2 November, at 2:48 a.m,, surface Task Force 39 attacked
&n enemy force, stated as being in three groups, approximately thirty-
five mlles west northwest of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, No present informa-
tion as yet has been received as to the damage inflicted or sustained
in this engagement save that the Destroyer FOUTE had been torpedoed
and was being towed clear, She was previously reported as having been
demaged during an air attack on 2 November at 7:55 a.m. It is reported
that the enemy's undamaged units withdrew to the westward at L:Li a.m,.
A BElue air strike was ordered to intercept the enemy's flight but no
contact was made. Although the FOOTE's draft forward is six feet and
the main deck aft is awash the chances appear excellent that the sea~-
going tug SIOUX will be able to get her into to TULAGI.
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It is reported that landings in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVIILE
ISLAND continue to be succegsful. The 3rd Marine Division landed against
opposition and generally hawe- obtained their first ofjective. By night
fall of 1 November, they wer'e still in contact with the enemy, but the
action had been reduced to sporadic firing., The diviaion has had
casualties of two hundred and sixty, with an estimate of fifty killed,

It is reported one hundred and thirty-five Japs have been killed with no
prisoners taken.

Heports from the natives state that the Japs are in the vicinity
of JABA RIVER with a force larger than that in the TOROKINA REGION.

TREASURY ISLANDS GROUND SITUATION

By the evening of 1 November, LST's carrying the second schelon to
tha TREASURY ISLANDS have completed unloading and departed.
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immediate danger of sinking and is able to make & maximm spead of about
four knots. Later reports indicate that the ocean—going tug, SIOUX, has
the FOOTE in tow and both are now on the way back to port, msking nine
imotse,

CHCOTSEUL GROUND SITUATION

During 30 October, Allied ground forces attacked SANGIGAL from the
northwest and east and killed seventy-two Japs, Ammunition dumps ; communica-
tion facilities, medical supplies, weapons and a new barge were destroyed.
The enemy camp was burned. About forty Japs escaped towards LUTI, to the
southeast, Documents were captured giving important information on barge
routes and mine fields, Our preliminary casualties indicate four dead and
nine wounded.

THEASURY ISLANDS GROUND SITUATION

Enemy activity is decreasing on the left flank of the FALAMAI peri-
meter, where our forces repulsed an attempted penetraticn during the
night of 29-30 October. One infantry company has reached MALSI, on the
northeastern side of MONO ISLAND, without having contacted any of the
enemy, A preliminary report of the enemy dead now totals forty-four,

ﬁ.&bout- ons hundred Japs remain on MONO ISLAND in the jungle, The indicated
bulk of the enemy appsars to be in the area two miles north of SAVEKE
in the southern part of the island, One Jap LOmm mountain gun and its
ammnition have been captured on the western side of the SAVEKE RIVER.
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A photo reconnaissance of the BUKA-B(NIS Area, at 7:30 a.m., indicated
that the BUKA runway was heavily pitted with craters. A large fire from a
fuel dump on the southwest shore end of the BUKA runway was still blazing.
Plenes were burning in the northwest dispersal area, snd three fires were
seen in the southeast end of that area. One large three-decked transport
was burning fiercely and lying abandoned five miles west of MADEHAS ISLAND
in the western end of BUKA PASSAGE. A number of bargea were reacuing
survivors, The BUKA runway appeared unserviceable, Two large fires were
seen near the northeast end of the BONIS strip. WM
was completed at T:40 a.m, on 2 November by TASK 38, The results
of the strike have not been indicated as yet, but twenty-eight tons of
bomba were dropped,

At B:00 a,m, eight Kittyhawks on patrol in the vieinity of BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, intercepted thirty south-bound Zeros at 16,000 feet. Seven
Zeroa were destroyed with the probability of another one. All our planes
returned.

AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Our ships put to sea when the raid

= At 9:07 a.m, twelve enemy bombers attacked our TASK FORCE in EMPRESS
Z started and returmed one-and-ocne-half hours later with no apparent damage.

On the same day, edight Corsairs, on patrol over the west coast of
BOUGAINVILLE, contacted thirty to forty southbound Zeros acting as an
escort for twelve to sixteen bombers, The fight took place at two thousand
feat, and the attack was broken up. Three Zeros were destroyed with the
probability of another. One enemy bomber was probably destroyed. The
Zeros tried to avoid a fight and scattered. The bombers made no apparent
attack on our ships. All of our planes returned.

On the same day, another group of eight Corsairs on patrol contacted
six enemy fighters at ten thousand feet. One Zero was destroyed and four

were damaged.

At approximately two o'clock in the afterncon, two groups of Corsairs,
elght planes each, engaged respectively twelve Zercs over CENTRAL BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, and seven Zeros north of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. One Zero of
the first group was destroyed, and of the second group cne was damaged
with the formmation being broken up.

// On 2 November, at T:55 a.m,, in a position about fifty miles west of

EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, the destroyer FOOTE was damaged
durdng an air sttack, Freliminary reports indicate that she is in no
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At 3:10 p.m. twenty-four Corsairs and twelve Alracobras strafed
shipping in TONOLEI HARBOR, SHORTLAND Area. One small freighter was
laft smoking and in & sinking condition, one barge was sunk, one barge
was burned, and five others were damaged, Two small craft and anti-
aircraft positions on the east side of the harbor were strafed, Anti-
aircraft fire was recelved from the west side of the harbor, also from
the southwest side of LAKE LAHALA, One deamaged Alracobra got home
safely and the pilot of another cne, which landed in the water, was
rescued,

Detol

At an unreported time, nineteen unescorted Liberators bombed KARA
airfield, covering the runway with many bombs., On the same morning, at
9:00 a.m,, thirty-four Dauntless dive bembers, twenty-four Avengers,
sixteen Corsairs, sixteen Kittyhawks and sixteen Airacobras hit KARA
again, Hits were made on the edges of the runway, the antiaireraft
positions and on one bullding, One of the bombe fell in the taxl locp
and caused a large explosion and fire. Two Avengers were slightly damaged
by light antiaireraft fire. No Jap planes were seen on the ground nor
any in the air.

Ten minutes later, the KARA runway and nearby areas were blasted by
twenty-three Mitchell medium bombers and sixteen Corsairs. Several bulld-
ings were destroyed and innumerous craters on the field left it unservice-
able, FPhotographs taken after the strike showed that the entirs length

taken of the other SOUTHERN BOUGAINVILLE fields show them unserviceable
th very little repairing done at the KIHILI and BALLALE fields,

“l:: the KARA airfield is covered by eighty-three bomb craters. Fhotographa

N\

1 November 1943

Preliminary reports of TASK FORCE 39's surface bombardment of the
BUEA-BONIS airfields, NORTHERN BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, during the night of
31 October = 1 November indicatedthat two large fires were startead on
BUKA and one on BONIS, Unidentified aircraft harassed & fighting surface

ship with flares during the engagement.

The bombing attack carried out by TASK FORCE 38, consisting of the
alreraft carriers SARATOGA and PRINCETON, the light cruisers SAN JUAN and
SAN DIEGO, and nine escorting destroyers, on the airfields at BUKA and
BONIS was completed at 8:25 a.m, Ten to twelve enemy planes were shot
down with no serious casualties to our force.
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During the night of 30-31 October, five motor torpedo boats from
LAMBU LAMBU, porthern VELLA LAVELLA, operated along the northwest CHOIEUL
COAST from ZINOA to CHOISEUL BAY. No surface contacts were made, but the
ship recelved machine gun fire from the beach just north of MOLI, CHCISEUL.

30 October 1943

At 6155 a.m. nine Avengers, eight Corssirs and eight Kittyhawks bombed
and strafed the ares one-quarter mile north of SANGIGAI, CENTRAL SCUTHWESTERN
CHOISEUL., This was done at the request of ELUE ground troops operating in
that area. The tombs landed in the jungle and among buildings on the border,
While strafing the area, the alr fighters recedved ineffective light machine
gun fire,

At 9137 a.m., sixteen unescorted Liberators bombed the KARA Airfield,
SHORTLAND AREA, with uncbserved results. One plane was damaged by heavy
anti-sircraft fire, No Jap planes intercepted this flignt.

Eight minutes later, KARA was bombed and strafed by sixty-eight
Deuntless dive bombers, twenty-seven Avengers, twenty-two Corsairs,
sixteen Alracobras and eight Warhawks, Hits were made on the runway,
antiaireraft positions and contiguous aress. Smoke from explosions was
seen in the vicinity of the antiaircraft positions near the field and
from an ammnition dump, The Corsairs strafed TONCLEI HARBOR, the plers
and the shipping, There were about one hundred small eraft in the harbor,
Prior to this strike, the KARA field was in operation, The KIHILI field,
in the same area, is definitely incperative., No Jap planes were ssen.

In the afternoon, at 2:05 pem., four New Zealand Venturas and twelve
Mracobras strafed EIETA field, in the EAST CENTRAL part of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND., Hits were scored on and alongside the runway, which was reported
inoperative, with vegetation growing in the bomb craters and ditches on and
near the field, S5ix Mitchell medium bombers and thirty-two Corsairs
bombed and strafed KIETA at the same time from tree-top height, hitting
the rurway and adjacent areas, Corsairs strafed and burned three small
freighters in nearby ROROWANA BAY. Two barges in KIETA HARBCR and one on
BANARU REEF were strafed. Antiaircraft fire from ships in ARAWA BAY
wounded one of the Corssir pilots, who bailed out over BARAKCMA in SOUTHEASTERN
VELLA LAVEILA. Another Corsair pilot landed in the water twenty miles
north of VELLA LAVELLA. Both of these pilots were rescued, but a third
CORSAIR pilot, who went down eight miles of f KIETA HARBCH, was not saved.
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A preliminary report indicates that operations for the Allied seizure and
occupation of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, are proceeding

according to plan.

The first assault waves landed at 7:30 a.m, 1 November. Our trans-
ports in-the arsa were forced to withdraw due to danger of air attack.
?fq"wt;ll;m' howsver, to resume unloading at 9:20 a.m.

_;-{."" Ii.r‘. wi. &7 o' 5%,

During the morming of 1 November, TASK FORCE 39, probsbly consisting
of the light cruisers MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, COLUMBIA, DENVER and seven
destroyers, bombarded Japanese airfield installations and personnal at
BUKA and BONIS, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

& mumber of fires were started, one of which was visible for sixty
miles two hours after the bombardment. Considerable but inaccurate enemy
fire from shors batteries was encountered, together with ineffective air
and motor torpeds boat attacks, —The-TASK FORCE was harassed all night by
snooper planes dropping flares and float lights.

Later, a bombardment of the SHORTLAND Area was carried out by thia
TASK FORCE, A persistent and fairly accurate return fire from enemy
shore batteries was received, Many enemy guns were silenced. Minor
material damage was sustained and some personnel were wounded by shrapnel,
but-ne loss of life was euffered.
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At 8125 &.m. 29 October, sight Mitchells, escorted by twenty-three
Corsairs, bombed and strafed the BONIS sirdrome, NORTH BOUGATMVILLE ISLAND.
Hits were scored on buildings, gun positions, and & grounded bomber in
the ares wes destroyed. Two explosions and several fires were started,

In addition, eleven barges were strafed, one of which was subsequently
beached, Two snemy floaot planes and & fishing boat in BUKA PASSAGE were
glso strafed, No enemy planes intercepted the attack, and ell of our
plenes returned, with the exception of one Corsair, which landed in the
water off the northeast coast of VELLA LAVELLY, and & Mitchell, which
crash=-landed on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

At 8:37 s.m. 29 October, nine Mitchells sttacked EUKA and started
two fires., Two grounded enemy bombers and seversl float planes ware
strafed, In addition, a number of bulldings were damaged.

Again at 9:55 a.m, seventeen Army and four Navy lLiberators attacked
BUKA. Bombs were dropped on the runway, revetment and disperscl areas,
and one building was destroyed. Three grounded enemy planes wersielieved
to have been hit. At sbout the same time, twelve Venturas and one
Mitchell attacked BONIS. Numerous hits were scored on the runway, revet-
ment and persormel areas., Both of these attacks wers covered by twenty-
four Corsairs. All of our planes returned.

At 3135 p.m. 29 October, twelve torpedo bombers and fifteen dive
bombers, escorted by twenty-four fighters, attacked KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, Hits were made on the runway and adjacent installations.

During the afterncon of 30 Cctober, Allied forces commenced &
ground attack agéinst the Japanese in the SANGIGAI Area, SOUTHWEST
CENTRAL CHOISEUL. It is reported that the enery is apparently moving
from the northwest and the southesst on our positicns. Considerable
barge traffic, during the night of 29-30 October, was reported batwesn
KAKASA and SANGIGAI.

During 29 October, on TREASURY ISLAND, five Japanese snipers weras
killed inside of our defense perimeter, Enemy mortar and gun positlons
wers captured, Allied enti-sircraft guns on the island shot down an
enery plene during the night of 28-29 QOctober,

The United States submarine CATO returned from patrol of the

SOLOMON ISLANDS and reported damaging two enemy fraighters on 19
October., Total tonnage damaged = 15,500,
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At 7:33 a,m. 28 October, twenty-nine dive bombers and nineteen torpedo
bombers, secorted by forty-six fighters, bombed and strafed KARA, BOUGATIN=-
VILLE ISLAND. Hits were scored glong the rumway, in the revetment orea
and on anti-sireraft batteriss. One torpedc bomber was seen to crash.

411 other planes returned, but three of the torpedo bombers were damaged
by anti-aireraft fire. No enemy planes were seen in tha air or on the
ground, Prior to the zttack, the airstrip appeared patched and operaticnal.

At 9332 a.,m. 28 October, nineteen Liberators, without escort, attacked
the EARA runwey.

Later, between 12:45 &.m. and 1:00 p.mt., thirty-eight dive bombers
and twenty-cne torpedo dive bombers, escorted by forty-eight fighters,
bombed and strafed BALLALE ISLAND, Hits were scored on the strip, among
anti-gireraft gun positions and in the revetment area. Three fires were
started on the strip. Five torpedo bombers and six dive bombers were
damaged by anti-aircraft fire, but all planes returned. No enemy planes
were seen in the air or on the ground.

At 4230 p.m. 29 October, sixteen Corsairs strafed about ten or twelve
small troop-laden freighters and many barges in or near TCNOLEI HARBOUR,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Ome freighter exploded and three others probably
burned, One barge was destroyed and three set on fire.

Allied forces advaneing on CHOISEUL ISLAND, towards SANGIGAL during
the svening of 29 October, encountered a strong Japanese force advancing
northwest between VAGARA and VOZA. Results of this encounter were not

rmﬂrt ﬂd.p
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and, in addition, attacked a small cargo vessel five miles north of NUMA
NUMA, northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 9:10 a.m, 29 October, a GUADALCANAL reconniissance plane strafed
end set on fire a SAMPAN loaded with enemy troops in GRERN ISLAND lageon,
northwest BUKA ISLAND.

During the night of 27 and 28 October, the EIGHTH NEW ZEALAND BRIGADE
on TREASURY ISLAND received a series of small bombing raids and some morter
fire, which caused light damage.

During 28 October, patrol activity on TREASURY ISLAND continued with

the gensral disposition unchanged and the situation well in hand. The
enemy continued its withdrawal towards MALSI, northeast TREASURY ISLAND.
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During the morning of 28 October, the SECOND PARACHUTE BATTALION
landed unopposed on the SOUTHWEST COAST of CHOISEUL ISLAND, near VOZA.
One enemy plane dropped bombe near a screening destroyer, but caused

no damage,

The Japanese on CHOISEUL ISLAND were reported withdrawing on 29
October, north of the WARRIOR RIVER. A number of the enemy were guard-
ing the SANGIGAI barge station. About cne thousand Japanese are in
dispersed positions between LUTI and KAKASA, SOUTHWEST CENTHRAL CHOLSEUL
ISLAND,

During the night of 27 October, LST 399 was slightly damaged by
two bombs dropped near the vessel while she was retiring from THREASURY
ISLAND. Japaness reconnuissance planes harassed octher retiring LST'S
by dropping flood lights and colored flares,

At 11:00 27 October, seventesn unescorted Liberators bombed KARA
and ETHILI airfields. A number of hits were scored on the rumway. Our
planes encountered no interception and all of them returned to their base,

Tha attack in which the United States destroyer CONY was damaged was
made by twenty-five Zero type torpedo dive bombers at 3:40 p.m. 27 October,
fiftesn miles north of TREASURY ISLAND. Lightnings covering the veasel
shet down seven of the enemy planes, Eittyhawks destroyed two, Warhawks
downed two, and Adraccbras shot down one,.

At 5115 pem, 27 October, four Kittyhawks were attacked by nine Zeros
out of seventy seen over KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The Eittyhawks

shot down three.

A number of enemy planes ineffectively dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL
between 7:20 and 9:25 p.m. 28 October.

During the night of 28 October, & reconnaissance plane, cperating from
GUADALCANAL, strafed three small enemy craft off the southwest coast of
CHOISEUL ISLAND, This same plane then strafed eight other small craft
eight miles south of CHOISEUL BAY, CHOTSEUL ISLAND, between 5:52 and 10:40 pom.
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At 3:30 p.m., 26 Octcber, five unescortsd Venturas bombed and
strafed the south shore of TREASURY ISLAND and started a large fire,
in addition to demolishing huts on FALAMAI.

At 2:45 p.m. 26 October, eight Lightnings strafed enemy posi-
tions at BUKA and destroyed five fighters and one bomber on the
field, Two large fires were started. One awdliary craft, with
considerable personnel &nd cargo, was also attacked and destroyed.

At 33140 p.m. 26 October, six Mitchells, escorted by fifteen
Lightnings, bombed and strafed enemy positions on EUKA ISLAND. One
grounded medium bomber was destroyed and four other planes on the
field were strafed and probably damaged. No interception was encount-
ered. All of our planes returned.

These planes then attacked BONIS, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and
killed over two-hundred Japaness of an estimated two-thousand five-
hundred working on the rurway, Installations in the area were also

damaged.,

Photographs taken of the fisldsin SCUTHERN BOUGAINVILLE after
the 26 October attack showed them to be unserviceable,

At 2:00 p.m. 27 October, a reconnaissance plane, operating from
GUADALCANAL, attacked, with unreported results, two enemy barges about
twenty-eight miles northeast of CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEN IHELAND, On the
same afternoen, another reconnalssance plane attacked two enemy convoys
twenty-Tive miles west of GREEN ISLAND. Results of this attack were

not reported,

THEASURY ISLAND OPERATICNS

Later reporte indicate that the Bth Brigade of the 3rd New Zealand
Division, reinforced, landed on TREASURY ISLAND at 6:26 a.m. 27 October.
By 3:40 p.me perimeter defenses were established. The Jaopanese were
reported withdrawing towards MALSI, NORTHEAST TREASURY ISLAND. It is
estimated that Allied troops suffered about seventy-five casualties.
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The United States submarine FUFFER returned from patrol of
the MOLUKEA SEA and MAKASSAR STRAIT Area and reported as followa:

e

17 September, sank & 5,345 ton cargo vessel in &
two—ship convoy off AMBON, CERAM,

Damaged a 7,500 ton auxiliary off MANGKAIHAT, east
BORNEO (Date not reported),

9 October, damaged an I-'I.l:ﬂ.lih.)'{ cargo transport of
7,500 tons. (Locality not reported).
Total enemy tonnage destroyed — 5,346. Damaged -
u 15,000 tons.

The PUFFER was damaged by depth charges when counter-attacked
by a CHIDORI torpedo boat on 9 Cetober.

At Lih5 a.m. 26 October, two Hellcats strafed BALLALE with un-
cheerved results,

At 9:00 a.m, 26 October, forty-nine dive bombers and thirty-six
torpedo dive bombers, followsd by twenty-two Mitchells, escorted by
sixty-nine fighters, bombed and strafed KINILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
Hits were scored on the runway and on & beached ship.

Heavy anti-aircraft fire was encountered, but no enemy planes
intercepted. Onae of our torpedo dive bombers crashed into the sea
near KIHILI. All other planes returned, although four torpede bombers
and five dive bombers were damaged, Personnel in four of the Mitchell
bombers were injured by anti-aircraft fire.

Later, at 10:30 a.m. twenty Army and seven Navy Liberators, cover—
ed by sixteen Lightnings, again attacked KIHILI and scored many hite
on the runwey, Heavy enemy anti-aircraft fire was encountered, but
no planea arose to intercept.

At 3155 p,m. 26 October, thirty dive bombers and eighteen torpado
dive bombers, escorted by forty-two fighters, attacked KARA, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, Hits were scored on anti-aircraft gun positions, build-
ings and on the rurway, Thres fires were started, Although heavy and
light anti-aircraft fire was encountered, all our planes returned,

One air-borne Zero was observed, but this plane did not attempt to

attack, The airstrip was 1-1‘1:-5;.2 an unserviceable condition.
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9 a,m. 28 October 1943,

At 9:43 a,m, 26 October, & reconnsissance plane, operating from
GUADALCANAL, sttacked three small enemy cergo vessals norihwest of
BUEA ISLAND. Two of the ships were left on fire and the third wes
beached. Ons snemy plane dropped explosives in the path of our plane,
caused slight damage to the plane and injured the co-pilot.

In landing operations on TREASURY ISLAND during the night of
26 mnd 27 October, LST 399 received four hits from mortar fire, which
killed two men and wounded eighteen, Two hits were scored on LST L85,
and twelve men were wounded, The enemy fire was subsequantly silenced.

Thers are indications that the Japanese began evacuating CHOISEUL
ISLAND on 20 October. There are, however, many Japs in the CHOISEUL
BAY Area.

As & result of repeated air strikes, the air strips at Kihili
and Pallale were unservicable on thes 2Tth, slthough repairs wers
almost completed at Eallals.

1 Gunboat and 4 PT's are now cperating from Blanche Farbor,
Treasury Island, covering the northern approachess to the island.

A emall party hes been landed on Cholseul at Zineca, 10 miles

south of Cholssul Bay on the west side of the island, for the purpose
of sstablishing a rader staticn.
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Praliminary reports indicate elght destroyer transports
(APD's) and ten L5T's landed sllied troops on TREASURY ISLAND (MMO
ISLAND) south of SHORTLAND AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and STERLING
ISLAND, south of TREASURY ISLAND, at seven am., 27 Octcber.

A barrage was laid on FALAMAT, and landings wers made on
the beach west of FALAMAT POINTS, south cosst of TREASURY ISLAND, on
the northern coast near SCANTALU and on three places on the northern
coast of STERLING ISLAND, Further details are not at present avail-
able,

An intercepted message from the U.5.5. Deatroyer CONI,
supporting TREASURY and STERLING ISLAND landing operations, indicates
that the vessel was struck by enemy bombs on the port and starboard
side of the after deck house.

Personnel casualties and material damage ware sustained
but the ship was apparently able to meke at least twelve knots.

It is reported that the United States sulmarines BARB,
ORAYBACK, and SHAD celebrated Navy Day by executing & coordinated
attack against three large enemy transperts In the EAST CHINA SEA,

It is believed that all three enemy ships were sunk but
exact results will not be known until complete reports are received.

Conk. oo fo, TSy
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Intercepted messages indicate that landing and occupation operations
on TREASURY ISLAND (MONO ISLAND), south of the SHORTLAND AREA, are pro-

cesding according to plan.

Apparently some enemy opposition has been encountered, the extent of
which is not at present known., Further details are not available.
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During 23 October, six Venturas strafed KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND.
The pier at the mouth of MULAMBULI RIVER, NORTHWEST CHOISEUL ISLAND,
was also attacked,

At 9:05 a.m, 24 October, nineteen Liberators, escorted by ten
Corsairs and four Lightnings, attacked KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
A number of hits were scored on the runway and its vieinity.

Later that morning, forty-seven dive bombers and twenty-two
torpedo dive bombers, covered by twenty-eight fighters sgain attack-
od KTHILI, Numercus hits were scored on the runway and on anti-aireraft
gun positions, Bombs fell among five grounded enemy planes at the
gouth end of the runway. A large fire was seen in the vieinity of
EANGU HILL and ancther muth of the strip. ALl of our bombers
returned.

Later on the same morning, at 11:25, thirty-six Mitchells,
escorted by four Warhawis and twenty-four Kittyhawks, attacked
EIHILI agein, Numerous fires and craters from previous sttacks
were visible on the runway, Enemy anti-aircraft scored hite on
at least three of our planes.

At 6100 p.ms 24 October, three Venturas, bombed FALAMAI VILLAGE
on the south cosst of TREASURY ISLAND., No Japanese were seen on the
southwest coast of the laland.

At 10110 a.m. 25 October, thirty-one dive bombers and eighteen
torpedo dive bombers, covered by twelve Kittyhawks and twenty-eight
Corssirs, attacked BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. Hits were scored
on the rurway, anti-aircraft positions and a grounded enemy bomber .
One enemy grounded fighter plane was strafed and burned. Several
fires were visible in the revetment area, Numercus enemy casualties
were seen on the ground. The partially repaired strip was reported
as again being unserviceable, All of our planes returned, although
one dive bomber was damaged by anti-aircraft fire and another by
colliding with & bomb, dropped by one of our planes.

At 2:00 a.m, 26 October, & direct hit was scored on one of two
eneny destroyers by a reconnaissance plane sbout fifteen miles sast
of TROP HARBCR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

In all the foregoing attacks, no enemy planes wers mn_n@t.-ﬂd.
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SOUTH PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The submarine BONEFISH returned from patrol in the Central SOUTH
CHINA SEA and reported the following successes:

25 September sank a 9,205 ton tanker west of DANGEROUS
GROUND, SOUTH CHINA SEA.

& October, east of CAPE PADARAN, FRENCH INDO-CHINA,
sank a 9,908 ton troop transport, & 4,003 ton cargo vessel
and & 3,944 ton freighter. In addition, damaged a 5,864
ton freighter.

10 October, off CAPE VERELLA, FAENCH INDO-CHINA, sank
a 9,192 ton transport and ancther transport of 3,900 tons.

1L October sank a ten~ton schoomer by gunfire.

Total enemy tonnaged destroyed - 40,162, Damaged - 5,864,
— —_—
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SOUTH PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

At 9:15 a.m, 23 October, twenty-four dive bombers and eighteen
torpedo dive bombers, escorted by sixty fighters, bombed KARA airfield,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMND. A number of hits were scored on the rumway and on
anti-aireraft gun positicns. No enemy planes were seen on the field or
in revetments.

This ares was again attacked at 4:00 p.ms by twenty-four dive
bombers and sighteen torpedo dive bombers, covered by thirty-five
fighters. Hits were scored on anti-aireraft gun positions and an
ammunition dump exploded, Hits were cbserved in the center of the
runwsy and in the dispersal area. One of our dive bombers was destroy-
ed by enemy anti-sircraft fire, which was heavy at KANGU, TONCOLEI
HARECR, and the east end of the KARA strip.

During the early morning of 23 October, eleven Hellcats strafed
sleven enemy barges between WUNGAI POINT and CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL
ISLAND. Four of the barges were left smoking heavily.

At 9:L8 a.m, 23 October, eleven Liberators, escorted by sixtesn
Lightnings, attacked KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Bombs were dropped
on the northeast portion of the runwsy.

Later that day, at 11:32 a.m,, six Liberators, with eight Helleata
end elght Corssirs, again attacked KIHILI. The runway was marked with
eraters,and the surrounding area appeared bturned.

No enemy fighter oppoeition was encountered throughout the day.

At 11:20 p.ms 23 October, & reconnalssance plane bombed and possibly
dsmaged an enemy barge eight miles northeast of TEOP HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND.

A reconnaissance plane attacked two ships and a number of barges

at 10:55 p.m, 24 October sbout forty-five miles to the north of CAPE
HENFAN, BUKA ISLAND, Results of this attack were not reported
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A Japanese troop-laden transport was attacked by & reconnaissance
plane three-hundred and twenty miles northsast of KAVIENG, NEW
IRELAND. Results of this attack were not reported.

At 11:35 23 October, ancther reconnaissance plane bombed and
strafed a small enemy cargo vessel or tender unloading in & legoon
on the southwest side of KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND (about three-hundred
and seventy miles north northeast of RABAUL), The vessel was left
smoking., Two of the plane crew were wounded by anti-aircraft fire.

The submarine FETO returned from her third war patrol and
reported the following results:

On 1 October, attacked a convay of three ships, three—
hundred and eighty-five miles southweat of PULWAT ISLAND,
CARQLINE ISLANDS group, and sank ons 6,500 ton cargo vessal
and damaged ancther of 5,300 tona,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd

On 7 October an sxplosion cccurred aboard the light crulser
CONCORD, while off NUKUMIVA ISLAND, MAZUESAS ISLANDS,

The cause of the explosion was attributed to a leaking gasoline
tank, located in the after part of the ship, Ume officer and twenty-
three enlisted men were lost, The strength and water-tight integrity
of the ship were not impaired. ;
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ACTION '

At 9:30 a,m, 22 October, ten Liberators, covered by twenty-
three Helloats, attacked KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, with un-
observed results, Eighteen Zeros unsuccessfully followsd our
planes to KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At 10145 a.m. nine Liberators, escorted by twelve Corsairs,
struck at POROPORA, NORTH CHOISEUL ISLAND. The fighter escort
engaged twelve Zeros without results.

Later at 11:42 a.,m, 22 October, the Southwest Cemtral Coast
of CHOISEUL ISLAND was bombed by nine Liberators, escorted by elght
Halleats, Results of this attack were unobserved. The Hellcats
engaged about ten enemy fighter planes and shot down ome, One Hell=
cat is missing; another was damaged and subsequently crash-landed,

At poon 22 October, twelve Liberators, covered by sixteen
Warhawks, attacked EBERYS LEASE in the vicinity of KIHILI, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND. After the attack our fighters encountered about nine
Zeros and damaged one, One Warhawk was damaged and later crash-
landed,

KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was subjected to ancther attack
by forty-eight dive bombers and twenty-four torpedo dive bombers,
escorted by sixty-eight fighters, at 12:50 p.m. A number of hits
werea scored on the runway, Explosions, fire and smoke were observed
in the supply area sast of KANGU HILL. Two grounded enemy bombers,
a tower and several enemy anti-airoraft gun positions were destroyed.
The dive bombers strafed two grounded Zeros and a barge load of
Japaness, killing two. Warhawke, in the fighter escort, strafed a
converted yacht off KANGU, BUIN Area, and shot down a Zero,

At 1:20 p.m, 22 October, eight Corsairs, coversd by sixteen
Corsairs, strafed KARA FIELD, BUIN Area. Sixteen grounded enemy
planes were destroyed out of the thirty seen on the strip. Eleven
fires were observed, one of which was visible for twenty miles,

Fhotos taken during the afterncon of 22 October showed the
EIHILI airfield unserviceabla,
——
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At 11:30 a.m, 20 October, twenty-four Corsairs in a sweep over
KAHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, encountered twenty Zeros and shot dom
thres, One of the Corsairs was damaged. In addition, two other
Corsairs sustained dsmage from anti-aircraft fire.

Later that day, twenty-four Warhawks on a sweep over KAHILI,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, wers unsuccessful in developing any contacts,
but on their return, encountered three Zercs over SHORTLAND ISLAND.
The enemy planes made one ineffective attack but further action did

not develop.

At 5100 peme 20 October, seventeen dive bombers, sscorted by
eight Corsairs and eight Warhawks, attacked KAEASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND.
A number of hits were scored and two explosions, accompanied by much
smoke, were cbserved. The accompanying Corsairs strafed the area,

At 11:35 s.m, 21 October, three Venturas bombed and strafed
KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND. Although no Japanese were seen, our planas
encountered soms rifle fire.

Four enemy subs were sighted approximately thirteen miles north—
west of CAPE QUEEN CHARLOTTE, MEW CALEDONIA, at 9:00 a.m, 22 October.
Prior to that time, at 2:35 a.m., gun flashes from a surfaced sub-
marine were reported about two—hundred and fifty miles southwest
NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA,

During the night of 21-22 October, & reconnaissance plane,
operating from GUADALCANAL, strafed twenty-four barges off PAPARA,
CHOISEUL ISLAND. At sbout 1320 a.m., this plane bombed and strafed
& Japanese sorvette or a small cargo vessel off the nmorth end of
CHOISEUL ISLAND. After the attack, the vessel was observed to be
settling by the sterm.

At 1133 a.m, 22 October, another reconnaissance plane attacked
ltw:-shipnmlbmujﬂr—ﬂ"ﬂumtufmm. A
Htm-uwﬂm;muquurttdhympﬂnttuhanmhr.
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S0UTH PACIFIC ACTION !

Another reconnsissance plans from GUADALCANAL bombed what was
belisved to be o destroyer thirty miles south of CAPE ST. GHEORCE,
NEW IRELAND, at 10:05 pem, 19 October, Another possible destroyer
was bombed twenty-two miles northeast of CAFE ORFORD, NEW BRITATH,
at 11710 p.m, In the last attack, it was belleved that the target
was sunk,

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION (Cont'd,)

Coast watcher reports on 1§ October indicate that enemy camps
between SANGIGAT and CHOISEUL BAY, southwest coast of CHOISEUL LSLAND,
hold & minimum of three thousand Japanese, The Japaness live in
dispersed huts, roam the bush and loot gardens, and are apparsntly
short of rations, Thers are indications of an impending movement by
the anemy,

There are no Japanese south of SANGIGAL, except at KAKASA, CHOISEUL
ISLAND.
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At 4225 a,m, 19 October, four Ventura medium bombers attacked
BALLALE ISLAND, Four explosions and fires visible for twenty miles
were observed, Our planes returned without damage.

At 4120 a.m. 19 October, four Vemtura medium bombers bombed huts,
and the revetment area on KARA FIELD, BUIN AREA. One explosion and a
fire was observed. One of the planes failed to return,

Later that day, at 11:30 a.m., twelve torpedo bombers and twenty-
rine dive bombers, escorted by twelve Corsairs and eight Warhawks,
attacked KARA field again and scored a number of hits on the runway
and on anti-aireraft gun positions, No enemy planes or anti-aireraft
fire were sncountered,

During the afterncon of the ssme day, two Corsairs strafed KARA
again and set on fire five enemy planes on the runway, Heavy anti-
aireraft fire was encountered from the west tip of SHORTLAND ISLAND.

At 11120 a.m. 19 October, twenty-fouwr Liberators, covered by
fourteen Lightnings, bombed the runway at KIHILI, SUIN AREA. Five
fires were started and & hit was scored on an anti-aireraft gun peaition.
About fifteen—twenty Zeros intercepted our bombers over TONCLEI HARBCK.
In the ensuing engagement, the bombers shot down five Zercs., The
Lightnings engaged ten-fifteen Zeroe ard shot down one, Two of the
Lightnings were lost in this action due to & mid-air eollision.

At 11:33 a.m. 19 October, three Venturz medium bombers bombed and
strafed enemy concemtrations at KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND. Results of
this attack wers unobserved.

The following morning, at 7:50 a,m., four Ventura medium bombers,
bombed and strafed KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND. Considerable smoke and one
explosion was observed, The srea wos agaln bonbed by twe Ventwra medium
bombers at 2130 p.m. Pilots reported that the village was wall destroy-
ed by the previous raids.

At 7:%0 a,m, 20 October, four Ventura mediim bombers bombed the
islands in the CHOISEUL BAY AREA, CHOISEUL ISLAND, Hite were scored
on bulldings and supply stacks, Three barges were glso strafed, HNeo
anti-aircraft fire was encountered, All of our planss returned.

At about 3:05 p.m., 20 October, four reconnaissance planes, operating
from GUADALCANAL, attacked a convoy of three or four ships, north of EAST
CAPE NEW IRELAND. A hit was scored on one of the vessale,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At about five o'clock in the afterncon of Ooctober 18, 12 Corsairs
from MUNDA and 7 from BARAKOMA, in VELLA LAVELLA, mnde & fighter sweep
over KIHILI, SHORTLAND AFEA, They engaged fifteen to twenty Zeros and
destroyed eight of them and damaged two. One of our Corsairs falled to
returm. Apparently new antiaircraft defenses have been installed at
KARA and to the northeast of KIHILI because our sweep recelved intense
fire from these spots.

Around 63100 p.m. on October 18, Japanese concentraticns at KAXASA,
in SOUTHERN CHOISEUL, were strafed and bombed by & flight of 18 Daunt—
less, 11 Hellcats and 14 Lightnings. DMuch black smcke appeared from
the village and tent areas.

Towards midnight on October 18, one of our GUADALCANAL patrol
planes made two attacks on four small enemy surface craft about thirty-
four miles southwest of CAFE ST. (EORGE, NEW IRELAND, COCne of the craft
disappeared after the first attack and the remaining three scattered
after the plane's second run.

During the night of Cctober 18-19, our motor torpedo boats from
LAMBU LAMBU, VELLA LAVELLA, looking for enemy berges, operated in
CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND., They did not meke any contact but were
bombed six times.

On the morning of October 19, a GUADALCANAL patrol plane bombed
and strafed KAKASA, in SOUTHERN CHOISEUL. The results were not observed.

Towards midnight of October 19, one of our GUADALCANAL petrol planes
reports completing an attack on an enemy ship thirty-five miles south
southwest CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND. The same plane, an hour later,
alego attacked a second ship forty miles southeast of CAFE ST. GECRCGE.

No results have been reported as yet.
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At nine o'clock on the morning of 17 October, twenty-one of our
Corsairs from MUNDA hit the KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA, airfield. In the
process of doing this, they ran into thirty to forty enemy flghters
of various types over EALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AHEA. Score at the
end of the contact showed fourteen enemy fighters destroyed and two
damaged, All of our planes returned, though one was forced to make
s belly landing, but the pilot was uninjured.

In the forencon of 18 October, twenty-eight Liberators, thirty-
two Dauntless and twelve Avengers, covered by a fifty-six plane
fighter sscort, heavily bombed BALLALE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA.
Pictures taken during the attack indicate that the area was wall
bombed and that many direct hits were made on the rumway, the revet-
ment and dispersal sections. A grest deal of black smoke was seern,
several explosions were heard and the fleld appeared pitted with
large craters, From two to fifteen Zeros intercepted, but did not
appear willing to engage our planes and followed the flight down
to VELLA LAVELLA, While in the SHORTLAND AREA, one of our Lightnings
destroyed a Zero and one Corsair tock on seven Zeros and got two of
them over FAURD ISLAND. Anti-aireraft fire wounded two of & crew of
one Liberator,

In the afterncon of 18 October, one of our patrol planes out
of GUADALCANAL attacked a surfacedenemy submarine about four-hundred
and twenty miles north northwest of NAURU ISLAND,. Bombs were dropped
from a low altitude, and it is reported that & direct hit or near
miss was registered; however, the damage is undetermined. GSubmerging
under the attack, the submarine lost one of its men overboard,

Around noon of 18 October, another enemy submarine was attacked
about one-hundred and forty-two miles southwest of NAURU. No report
has been recaived on the damage inflicted.

Around midnight 17 Cctober, an unidentified plane approached QAHU,
HAWATIAN ISLANDS. It was tracked in from the southwest about one-
hundred miles out by mesns of radar. At 12:30 a.m., it was picked up
and illuminated by search lights at BAREERS FOINT. The plene then made
a stesp dive to a low altitude, headed south and was tracked out on &
southwesterly corse for one-hundred miles by radar, A night fighter
tried to close the plans, but without succeas, It is stated that the
plane, which probably came from an ensmy submarine, was a twin float
low or mid-winged monoplane, and was attempting a reccnnalssance, The
plane dropped neither bombs nor flares. It is felt its reconnaissance
wAS w..'m- i 55.3 s
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 12:05 p.m, 17 October, a reconnaissance plane attacked a
convey of one small cargo vessel and one transport, escorted by a
destroyer, eighty miles east northeast of MUSSAU ISLAND. Onme hit
was scored on the transport, which was left smoking heavily and
settling by the bow. Although the plane encountered heavy emti=
aircraft fire, it returned without damage.

At 2:50 psm. 17 October, another reconnaissance plane bombed
and strafed thres enemy barges fifteen miles south of EMPHESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Two of the barges were beached
after the attack,

At 10:15 p.m. 17 October, a CATALINA attacked six enemy barges

thirty miles west of BUKA PASSAGE (between BUKA ISLAND and BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND). The results of this attack were not reported.
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Reports received from a coast watcher indicate that the SAMBI
AREA, southwest ocoast of CHOISEUL ISLAND, is free of Japanese,

Considerable abandoned equipment and a number of dead Japanese
were found on LITUNI ISLAND and Z0GA, south CHOISEUL ISLAND,

On 14 October, eight Japanese landed at BOE BOE, CHOISEUL
ISLAND, were ambushed and killed by natives,

Meny Japanese were reported on the southwest coast of CHOISEUL
ISLAND at SANGIGAI, between SANGIGAI and the VAGARA RIVER and batween
VOZA and MOLI. It is believed that these Japanese are awaiting the
wane of the moon in order to evacuate these places which are accessibls
by barge.
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At 10:30 p.m, 15 October, & reconnaissance plane bombed two
one~hundred foot enemy barges and & small corvette about forty-five
miles south southeast of CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND. Hesultas of
this attack were not reported,

During the night of 15-16 October, enemy planes attacked without
affect & number of our motor torpedo boats on the northwest coast of
CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At L4elO a.m, 16 October, six Mitchells bombed BALLALE ISLAND
and started ocne firs,

At 9:37 e.m., 16 October, eight Army Liberators, escorted by
fiftean Lightnings and eight Corsairs, attacked KARA FIELD, BUIN AHRRA.
A large explosion was cbserved.

In the early afterncon of 16 October, a Navy Corsair strafed two
enemy barges in TONOLEI HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. One of the barges
carrying twenty-five or thirty troops was sunk. This plane then attack-
ed and set on fire a fifty-foot junk. A large tug was alsoc strafed but
results were not cbserved.

The submarine TUNA returned from patrol and reported damaging a
4,000 ton Maru with one torpedo hit two-hundred and ten miles north
northeast of SINGAPCHE.

The following additional information has been received in connec-
tion with the steamships JOHN COUCH and GEQORGE HIMES, torpedoed off
KOLI POINT, GUADALCANAL, and reported in the morning summary of 12
Qctobers

Holds 2 and 3 of the steamship COUCH were set on fire and the
vessel was subsequently beached between KOLI POINT and TENARU,
GUADALCANAL. While attempts were being made to extinguish the
firea, the ship rolled over on her beam with the forward part
under water. This vessel is considered a total loss.

The steamship HIMES is beached in the same arsa with her englne

roam and Holds /4 and 5§ flooded. It is intended to patch and re-
float this vessel.
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The submarine BOWFIN returned from patrol of the PHILIFPINE
Imlmamth-mtwutnfMHIﬂnﬂ-mmwrmﬂudthn
following results:

On 25 August, attacked a comvoy in the vicinity of
PULO CECIR DE MER and sank the KONO MARU (8,572 tons),
a 6,000 ton transport and a tanker, the RIKKO MARU,
(9,181 tons),

On 13 September, sank, by gunfire, a seventy-five
ton Diesel barge in the SULU SEA,

On 2 October, sank, by gunfire, a fifty ton schooner
in the MAKASSAR STRAIT,

Total tonnage of enemy shipping destroyed - 23,878,

r



. ® »
Yy 7

Cosamcn Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTER I¥ CHIZF
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTOMN, D. &

VIAEERET

Qv 9 a,m, 16 October 1943
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION '

At 12:05 p.m. 15 October, twenty-one Army Iiberators, escorted
by sixteen Navy Corsairs, and twelve Army Lightnings, attacked
KIHILI, BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND, Large explosions and fires, visible
) from VELLA LAVELLA and CHOISEUL ISLAND, were started in the personnel

and sppply arsas,

Four of the escorting Corsairs engaged ten or fifteen Zeros
between KIHILI and BALLALE ISLAND. Six of the Zeros were shot down,
All of our planss returned,

At 10:12 p.m, 15 October, five Mitchells attacked enemy positions
on BUKA ISLAND. A number of fires, visible for forty miles, were
started,

At 11:25 p.m, 15 October, a reconnaissance plane, operating
from GUADALCANAL, attacked two enemy ships out of a convoy of eleven
about forty miles southeast of CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND, Resultas
of this attack were not reported.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION (Cont'd,)

The following information was obtained from the Japanese pilot
captured by motor torpado boats on 14 October:

The prisoner of war stated that about ten thousand
Japanese occupied KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND before they svacusted v fveviud_
with instructions to proceed along the west coast for evacu-

ation to the BUIN AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The remainder,

he believed, were evacuated by destrayers,

The prisonar further stated that VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND
was evacuated during the night 67 October, Three destroyers
stood off shore while small craft ferried the troops. He
further informed that enemy troops in the SHORTLAND AREA
were told by a Japanese officer that the SOLCMONS AREA, west
of a line 156~20E, would not be abandoned,
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During the night of 11-12 October, low flying enemy planes
harassed our positions along the northwest coast of VELLA LAVELLA.
Although many bombs were dropped, no casualties or damages wers
sustained,

Our motor torpedo boats, operating off the southwest coast
of VELLA LAVELLA, were bombed by a Japanese plane during the night
of 13-1i October. No casualties were sustained, but one of the
boats was slightly damaged by two near misses,

At 3:30 a,m, 1l October, motor torpedo boats shot down a
Japanese plane ten miles west of UOLI, NORTHWEST CHOISEUL ISLAND.
The Japanese pilot, a Naval petty officer, was captured,

At 1:45 pem, li October, two Navy Corsairs shot down one enemy
medium bombar and damaged another over northwest VELLA LAVELLA.

During the night of 1i October, an enemy plane flew over
ESPIRITU SANTO, dropped one flare, but no bomba,.

The submarine BILLFISH returned from patrcl and reported as
followst e

On & September attacked a convoy eighty-five miles
east southeast of CAPE PADERAN, FRENCH INDO-CHINA, and
damaged with one torpedo hit the CHILE MARU (5,860 tonms).

On 25 September damaged with one torpedo hit a
6,000 ton cargo vessal about one hundred miles east
of PULO CECIR DE MER.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION {Cont'd,)

During the periocd 3-9 October, about 3,000 = 4,000 Japanese
have passed BAMBATANA, SOUTHWEST CENTRAL CHOISEUL ISLAND. The
area between LUTI and SAKGIGAI is clear of the enemy,
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' Anslysis of the damage sustained by the United States destroyer
SELFRIDGE in the night surface engagement of & October, indicates
that the vessel was hit by two torpedoes (one on each bow), fired

by a torpedo boat.

On 13 October, a reconnalssance plane, operating from GUADAL~
CANAL, attacked four enemy barges and scored & hit on one ten miles
west of BUKA PASSAGE, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the morning of 10 October, & search plane operating from
GUADALCANAL attacked and probably damaged an enemy submarine two hundred
and thirty-five miles East Southeast of NUKUORO ISLAND (Lat. 3 - 50N -

At 9132 a,m,, 11 October, twenty-two Army Liberators, eighteen
torpedo dive bombers and fifteen dive bombers, escorted by seventy-two
fighters, attacked KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, The Liberators scored
hite in the supply and personnel areas, started fires and exploded fuel

dumps .

The dive bombers and torpedo dive bombers attacked gun positions
on KANGU HILL and in JAKOHINA VILLAGE, silencing three of four guns and
in addition started a mumber of fires. The bridge connecting KANGU and
JAKOHINA is believed to have been destroyed. A number of bulldings in
JAKECHINA VILLAGE were either damaged or destrgyed. A direct hit was
scored on alarge at the mouth of the UGIMO RIVER.

About twenty or twenty=-five enemy planes were encountered. In
the ensuing engagements the Liberators shot down two Zercs and the
fighters accounted for ten more planes. One of our fighters was damaged,

During the night of 11-12 October, two Mitchells attacked two
large enemy cargo vessels in MATCHIN BAY, North BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
Both vessels wers badly damaged and believed tc have been left in a sink-
ing candition. Final results wers not cbserved due to antiaircraft fire.

GROUND S TICH

ROPA ISLAND and BERE POINT on the South Coast CHOISEUL ISLAND are
reported clear of Japanese,

It is estimated that about two thousand Japanese are along the
central southwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND with concemtrations at towna
and barge staging polnts,

No gun positions along CHOISEUL BAY and BOUGATNVILLE STRAIT are
apparent except for possible machine guns on the island. CHOISEUL BAY is
only used by barges.

There is evidence that strong Japanese defenses along the North-
east coast of GIZO ISLAND have been evacuated.
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boat was damaged.

At 1:50 a.m, 11 October, the ateamships JOHN COUCH and GECRGE
HIMES, while unloading off KOLI POINT, GUADAICANAL, waes hit by
asrisl torpedoes launched by two Japanese planes. The steamship
COUCH was set on fire and the HIMES, hit aft, was settling astern,
Ancther torpedo missed HMNZS TUTI.
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At 10:00 a.m, 9 October, eight Adraccbras, escorted by sixtesn
Corsairs, strafed and set on fire eneny installations on POPORANG
ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. In addition, three 20mm gun positiona were
silenced, Buildings and tents on MORGUSIAI ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA,
were also strafed, but results were unobserved, On their return
flight, the Corsairs strafed and set on fire two enemy barges off
EUBOKUBO, SCUTHWEST CENTRAL CHOLSEUL ISLAND.

During the evening of 9 October, six Mitchells, escorted by
fourteen Warhawks, bombed and strafed snemy barge concentrations
on the SOUTHWEST COAST of CHOISEUL ISLAND, One barge was reported
munk,

At 11:25 a.m. 10 October, twenty-four heavy bombers, eighteen
dive bombars and twelve torpedo bombers, sscorted by seventy-seven
fighters, heavily damaged the KIHILI airfield and the surrounding
arsa, Many fires wers started and a fuel dump blew up., Two of our
heavy bombers were slightly damaged by anti-aireraft fire.

Shortly after this attack, the Liberators were engaged by
twenty-three enemy fighters. One Liberator was shot down over
BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT and five men of the crew bailed cut, The enemy
planes atrafed the parachutes., Another Liberator, attempting to
protect the bailed-out crew, was badly damaged by the Zeros and
crashed on ONDONGA ISLAND, The pilot and co—pilot were killed and
slx of the crew injured,

In this engagement, the Iiberators destroyed ten enemy planes,
Lightnings shot down four, and the Corsairs destroyed one, Ancther
Japenese fighter plans was obaerved to crash and bum on an attempted
take—off from EKARA FIELD, SHCORTLAND AREA. One of our torpedo bombers,
due to engine trouble, landed in the water off the RUSSEL ISLANDS.

During the aftermoon of 10 October, eleven Lightnings,
a rescus plane, engaged ten Zeros northeast of KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA,
Six Zeros were shot down., One of our planes crashed in the water off
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

During the early evening of 10 October, a number of our motor
torpede boats were bombed north of DOVELI COVE, VELLA LAVELLA. One
boat was damaged.
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On 9 October, a number of our small boat patrols circum-navigated
KOLOMBANGARA and landed in principal coves without being fired ons
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Interrogation of Japanese petty officers, survivers of the
destroyer action on the night of & October, indicates six or nine
Japanese destroyers took part in the engagement., The prisoners inelst-
ad that no light cruiser was present and disclaim kmowledge of any
other ship sunk but the YUGUMO. Apparently these survivors were from
the YUGUMO. They stated that their ship fired six torpedces, scoring
hits on one of our vessels.

The leading destroyer YUGUMD (1,500 tons) was sunk by a torpedo,
Other enemy destroyers identified were the flag ship KAZEGUMO (1,500
tons), AKIGUMO (1,500 tons), KAMIKAZE (1,315 tons), SHIGURE (1,368 tons),
FUMIKAZE (probakly 1,500 tons) and the ISOKAZE (1,500 tons)., The last
of these three destroyers were serving as transports and some carried
barges for the evacuation of VELLA LAVELLA.

The air attack on KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA, mentioned in the morn-
ing summary of 9 October, was executed by twenty-four Mitchells, instead
of Liberators as praviously reported,

On § October, a GUADALCANAL reconnaissance plane strafed eight or
more Japanese near KUKU, SOUTHWEST CENTRAL CHOISEUL, and also attacked
& motor boat off ROB ROY ISLAND.

About elghteen Japanese planes wers over MUNDA during the perdod
between 7:48 p.m, and 9:33 p.m. 8 October, Two of these planes
dropped six bombs without damage in the vieinity of the northweat
strip. Early the following morning, four enemy planes dropped five
bombs without demage on ONDANGO ISLAND, MUNDA AREA, and six bombs
without damage on BATRCKO, NEW GEORGIA.

On 9 October, an unknown number of enemy planes, bellieved to be
medium bombers, dropped a number of bombe without effect in the water

off southeast VELLA LAVELLA. A little later, four bombe struck the
beach near the north strip, but caused no damage nor casualtias,

TICN '

A1l enemy resistance on VELLA LAVELLA has been eliminated, There
ware indications that some Jepanese escaped from the island.

-5?11-.
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The following communique is guoted for informatlons

"Supplementing Pacific Ocean Areas Communique Number 1k, the
following information is available concerning our operations againast
WAKE ISLAND

The initial heavy and protracted attack made by carrier alr-
craft and ship bombardment, beginning at damn on 5 October, west
longitude date, was followed late the same afterncon by an attack
by a group of Navy Liberator bombers led by Commander Johm Tare
Hayward, U. 8. Navy, and on the morning of & October by a further
carrier attack bombing by the force commandsd by Rear Admiral Alfred
Easy Montgomery, U. 8. Navy, In the extended attacks our planes
dropped three-hmmdred and twenty tons of bombs.

An intensive bombardment by the ships combined to infliet
considerable dsmage to enemy instellations on WAKE, FEALE and WILKES
ISLANDS. Enemy defenses were so neutralized in the initial bombard-
ment that the heavy bombers encountered only weak and ineffective
anti-aireraft fire and no air opposition in their low eltitude bombe=
ing attack in the late afterncen of 5 October,

Our foroces destroyed thirty or more enemy planes in the air
and thirty—one on the ground, Many fires were started in the plane
dispersal areas, shops, barracks and storage areas throughout the
three islands, Two small vessels, one loaded with gascline, weras
destroyed.

Damage by snemy action to our ships and our ships' personnel
was negligible, We lost thirteen planes in combat,"
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The following details have been received in connection with the
WAKE ISLAND raid on October 6th and Tth,

The island was well worked cver, Three-hundred and
twenty tons of bombs were dropped. Forty enemy planes were
shot down, and, in addition, thirty-one grounded plenes
wers destroyed. Some of the grounded planes may have been
dummies,

None of our ships suffered any battle damage. We
lost twenty-seven pleanes, fourteen of these were consider-
ed operational losses. The alreraft carrier, BELLEAU WOOD,
had some of her armament damaged due to a buming crash on
deck.
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On @ October, motor torpedo boats intercepted twenty-nine Japanese
attempting to evacuate KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND by canoce.

At 7:30 a,m, 8 October, four Liberators, sscorted by eight Warhawks,
sank an enamy barge at SASA POINT, SOUTHWEST CENTHAL CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On 8 October, two Lightnings shot down a Japanese medium bomber
ninety-six miles southwest of CAFE HUNTER, GUADALCANAL. One Lightning

was damaged,

At 1:50 pem. 8 October, one of our reconnalssance planes engoged
a Japansse bomber one-hundred and eighty-five miles northeast of SANTA
ISABEL ISLAND. The enemy plane was forced down to the water and sub-
sequently set on fire by strafing, Our plans sustained some damage.

At about midnight 9 October, a reconnaissance plans from GUADAL~

CANAL attacked an enemy vessel about ten miles west of BUKA ISLAND,
Results of this attack were not reported.

6
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During the afterncon of 7 Octeber, another reconnalssance plane
shot down an enemy bomber about one hundred and sesventy-five miles
southwest of NAURU ISLAND.

The United States submarins DRUM, returned from patrol and re-
ported as followst

On the night of 27 August, sank two 5,000 ton cargo vessels out
of & five-ship enemy convoy in the vicinity of MUSSAU ISLAND. On
8 September, sank a 2,900 ton freighter off WEWAEK, NEW GUINEA.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION (Cont'd,)

Coast watcher patrols reported that the BAMBEFRI HARBOR AREA,
SOUTHWEST KCOLOMBANGARA, has been clearsd of the enemy. It was also
reported there are no Japanese in the BOE BOE, ROBROY ISLAND
(VELAIVIRU ISLAND), MANNING STRAIT AREA, south of CHOISEUL ISLAND,
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A later report on the destroyer actiom 6 October states that
our threes destroyers sngaged eight or nine enemy destroyers instead
of four as previously reported. One of the enemy vessels may have
been a light cruiser or a new type of destroyer. The enemy ships
were escorting many small craft accompanied by motor torpedo boats,
which were not engaged.

The Japanese losses, as now reported, are three or four destroyers
sunk, ons of which may have besn the light cruiser previcusly mentioned,
In addition, two or three of the enemy ships were damaged by gun fire,

Qur losses remain as previcusly reported. The personnel casualties
for the CHEVALIER are one officer, fifty-two men dead or missing, and
twenty-five men wounded. MNo report has been received regarding the
casualties for the SELFRIDGE. No casuslties were suffersd by the
O'BANNON. Our motor torpedo boats brought in seventy-eight Japanese
survivora,

Turing the afternoon of & October, eight Navy Corsairs and eight
Adracobras strafed and set on fire an enemy barge near SASAMUGA,
SOUTHWEST CENTRAL CHOISEUL ISLAND. Four other snemy barges, previcualy
damaged, were strefed by these planes in the viecinity of 3ASA POINT.

At 6:L7 pem, & October, twenty-four Liberators, escorted by
fourteen Lightnings, attacked EIHILI, SHURTLAND AREA. Numerous hits
wers scored in the vielnity of the runway, on grounded enemy planes
and on anti-aircraft gun positions. Although dimage assessment has
not been determined, it is believed to be heavy, OUne Liberator is
missing. A Liberator and a Lightming crash-landed in the water, Three
other Liberators were damaged, The bombers, while enroute to the
target area, sighted and were fired upon by four enemy light cruisers
or destroysrs, east of FAURD BAY, SHORTLAND AREA.

During the morning of 7 October, four Lightnings and three
Corsairs, out on a search for enemy shipping, north of VELLA LAVELLA,
engaged twalve or fifteen Zeros, One Zerc was shot down. One Lightning
was damaged and crash-landed on MUNDA, NEW GECRCIA.

At 12:25 p.m, 7 October, a search plane, operating from GUADAL~
CANAL, attacked, with unreported results, three enemy cargo vessels,
escorted by three destroyers, thirty-seven miles north of NEW HANOVER
ISLAND. An undetermined rnumber of enemy fighters attacked our plane
and shot out one engine, but the plane was &ble to escape and return
to ites bass,
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The fallowing and more complete details have been received in
connection with the night surface engagement of October é:

At 10:55 pems, the United States destroyers O'EANNON,
CHEVALIER, and SELFRIDGE, engaged a Japanese force of four
dut.rnrwl and one pouiblu Tubari type light cruiser
fifteen miles northwest of VELLA LAVELLA.

As previously reported, two Japanese ships blew up,
one of theee balieved to be the light crulssr. Torpedoes
sank another Japaness destroyer and gun fire possibly
damaged two mors,

A second group of four enemy destroyers and a third
group of numercus small craft were not engaged as they
retired from the area at high speed.

During the action, the CHEVALIER received a torpede
hit which blew off her bow, and threw her across the course
of the O'"BANNON, causing a collision, The CHEVALIER broke
in two and l.l.nk Twelve of the fourteen officers and sighty-
five percent of the crew were taken aboard the O'BANNON,

The SELFRIDGE received a torpedo hit which blew off
her bow, but this vessel was able to retire under hew own
power, The torpedoed vessels slso received damage from
enemy gun fire,
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On the early morning of October 6, a Catalina strafed four enemy
barges in the BUIN-FAISI area, One barge may have been set on fire,

During the morning of October 6, a Liberator strafed twelve
camouflaged enemy barges and store dumps along the southwest coast
of CHOILSEUL ISLAND to NUKIKI. Two of the barges were set on fire and
others are believed to have been demaged,

At 2155 p.m, October 6, a reconnalssance plane attacked and
destroyed & Japanese bomber ninety miles northeast of CHOISEUL ISLAND,

A reconnaissance plane sighted and sttacked, at 10:45 p.m.
October 6, a convoy of two enemy cargo vessels, escorted by a destroy-
or and a destroyer escort vessel, about seventy miles northeast of
MUSSAU ISLAND. An enemy dive tomber intercepted, but was driven off,
The results of this attack are unknown,

At 10:50 p.m. October 6, & reconnaissance plane attacked five
enemy barges fifteen miles east of NUMA NUMA, EAST CENTRAL BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, Results of this attack have not besn reported.

At 2:00 a.m, October 7, a reconnalssance plane, opesrating from
GUADALCANAL, attacked five enemy vessels thirty-two miles southeast of
EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The results of this attack
have not been reported,

Salvage attempts on the small coastal transport (APC 35, one-
bundred and sixty-five tons), which grounded on 22 September off
TETIPARI ISLAND, NENW GEORGIA group, have been abandoned. Consider-
able equipment and all of the personnel have been removed,

The submarine, BLUEFISH, returning from patrol, reported as
follews:

Sank - one transport, one freighter, one small fredghter,
and one Otorl terpedo boat, for a total of 16,109
tons, and damaged one freighter of 5,860 tons. In
addition, a beached enemy tanker was shelled and
fifteen hits were scored,

nsﬂ-



® ¢

UNITED STATES FLEET

*' HEADQUAKRTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

WCH
4] . e NAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C,

w WEYEE

3

I=a

9 B, T ﬂﬂtﬂh'n' 1%3-
A G ATICH 1

Our forces on Northwest VELLA LAVELLA continued thelr advance
and disposed of enemy machine gun nests with artillery fire, Pifty-
one Japaness, previously cut off in the vicinity of MARQUANA, were
evacuated by sea during the night of October 2-3. Our casusltiss
amount to six dead, one missing,

The following details have been received in comnection with
the October &th night surface engagement:

Anticlpating an enemy evacuation force im the vicinity
of North VELLA LAVELLA, a Task Force of six United States
destroyers was dispatched to intercept and destroy the anamy .

Our ships were tracked by enemy airoraft and at about
10:55 pem,, engaged the enemy force composed of one group
of four destroyers, cne of these ships believed to be a
YUBARI class crulser (2,890 tons), and & second grow of
four additional destroyers. A third group of smaller enemy
vessels was not engaged,

As a result of this engagement, two enemy ships blew
up, including the YUBARI class cruiser., Ancther enemy
destroyer was sunk by torpedoes and possibly two or three
others were damaged by gun fire., The remainder of the
emany was dispersed and fled the area,

Details of our damage are not complete, but it is known
that the destroyer, CAsVALIER, had her bow completely blewn
off by torpedoss, and apparently the destroyer, O'EANNON,
callided with the CHEVALIER.

The O'EANNON is enroute to TULAGI at a speed of thirteen

Imots, and has on board twelve officers and sighty-five
per cent of the crew from the CHEVALIER,
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During the night of October 3~k, our destroyers, operating in
VELLA GULF, sank an abandoned sixty-five ton enemy gunboat fifteen
miles south of LUTI, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On the afterncon of October 3, eight Army Airecobras strafed
four or six enemy barges, previously damaged, btut recently camouflaged,
off the southwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On October 4, four Navy Corsairs and four Army Airacobras
strafed and destroyed sixteen ensmy barges between WEST CAFE and
FORO ISLAND, CHOISEUL ISLAND. Four other Navy Corsairs sank two
more snemy barges in this area.

At 1:30 p.m,, October 4, twenty-three Army Liberators, escort-
ed by sixteen Lightnings and six Corsairs, bombed KIHILI, SHORTLAND
AREA., An undetermined number of grounded enemy planes wers destroy-
ed. In addition, several fires in the viecinity of the air strip
were started, Two of our bombers were damaged by anti-aireraft fire,

This bombing attack was intercepted by twenty or thirty enemy
fighters, which followed our bombers to VELLA LAVELLA. The snemy
planea dropped four aerial bombs without damage, The Liberators shot
down four Zeros and our fighters accounted for five more.

On October 5, a reconnaissance plane, operating from GUADALCAMAL,
was attacked by six enemy fighters over CENTRAL CHOISEUL ISLAND., One
enemy plane was shot down in flames, and another probably damaged.

At 1:36 p.m,, October 5, a reconnaissance plane attacked and
shot down a Japanese medium bomber about one hundred and fifty miles
northeast of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. After the enemy plane crash-landed
in the water, it was strafed and left sinking,

MEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION
At 9:25 p,m, October 5, a coast watcher patrol found the VILA-

STAMMORE area, SOUTH KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, completely evacuated by
the enemy.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At dawn on October 6, east longitude date, a Task Force,
comprising the airoraft carrier YORKTOWN, LEXTHGTON and ESSEX,
the small airoraft carriers INDEPENDENCE, BELLEAU WOOD and COWPEMS,
the heavy cruisers MINNEAPOLIS, NEW ORLEANS and SAN FRANCISCO, the
light oruisers SANTA FE, BIRMINGHAM, MOBIIE and MNASHVILLE, and
twenty-four destroyers attacked WAEKE ISLAND by air and surface bombard-—
ment,

A preliminary report indicates that the operation is proceeding
satisfactorily, At the olose of the first bombardment phase, in the
South group, numsrous fires had been started on the beach, 4s a
landfall was made on the island, large plumes of smoke were seen,
Minor celiber gun firs has been encountered, but has been silenced.
No aireraft opposition has been met except two Zeros, who unfortunate-
1y shot down one of our observation plames. Our North group has
silenced the land batteries in their mector, and is systematically
glving a work—over to thelr area, Our ships have suffered no
casualties.

A

On the afternoon of October 4, four Airaccbras strafed a large
barge at REIMAN ISLAND, off the northwest coast of CHOISEUL. The
berge probably exploded, as evidenced by the large amount of black
smoke seern.

On the same afternocn, two Corsairs strafed a boat on & sand
bar near TABARATO, north central coast of CHOISEUL. What appears
to be a possible radic station was sighted near the bar,

On October 5th, at 6:30 in the evening, the badly damaged LST L8,
which was being towed from VELLA LAVELLA, by the mine sweeper,
BOBOLINE, floundered and sank four miles west of GIZ0 ISLAND, just
west of KOLOMBANGARA. No personnel were lost,

TIO0N = K

An officer patrol, which returned from KOLOMBANGARA on October
4, reports that the Japs evacuated VOTUNA, DULD, and HUNDA, &ll on
the southwest coast of that island on September 26-27, The road
from VILA to BAMBERI indicated heavy foot travel from sast to west
to September 26. Many Jap helmets and rifles were found stremn

he pathway,

Ei
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Just a little later that night, around 11:30 p.m.,
three enemy planes dropped eleven bombs at the northern
end of the BARAKOMA airfield on VELLA LAVELLA. No damage
nor casualties resulted.

puring the night of October 3 - 4, & preliminary
report states that five of our destroyers sank and burned
two enemy barges five miles northwest of TUKI POINT,
northern KOLOLMEANGARA.

GROUND SITUATIQN - VELLA LAVELLA

on the morning of October 2nd, enemy dive bombers and
fighters attacked the advanced brigade headquarters of the
NEW ZEALAND forces in northwestern VELLA LAVELLA. Yo
material damage occurred. The 35th INEW ZEALAND combat team
is still in contact with the enemy in the UMOMO AREA., They
are oliminating lnown machine gun positions in econjuncticn
with artillery support.
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On the afternoon of October 1st, a Corsair strafed

and burned two barges; one at VERU POINT and the other
at MONGA BAY, western KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

On Ogtober 2nd, at 4120 p.m., a flight of Douglas
and Dauntless dive bombers, which was folleowed around
5100 p.m, by six Mitchell medium bombers, bombed and
strafed an enemy barge hide-out at HAMEERI COVE, western
KOLOHMBANG » The attacks started three fires south of
the cove, and, as evidenced by a large column of gray
smoke, another one at the southeastern end of HIRAHIRAPA
ISLAHﬁ. Iwo of our Dauntless planes ware slightly damaged
by anti-aircraft fire,

At B:06 a.m, on the morning of October 3rd, seven
Corsairs, while on BARAKOLA patrol, engaged forty to
fifty Zeros bigh over KUWEURUHBANGihA POINT, eastern
VELLA LAVELLA, 85ix Zeros were shot down., One Corsair
rilot was rescued after a water landing,

Around 11:45 a,m, the same day, four Corsairs strafed
and destroyed one barge in REI COVE, northern EOLOMBANGARA
and annther one at TOUBULU, northwestern KOLOMBANGARA.

Later in the day at 4:00 p.m,, one of our GUADALCANAL
searching planes strafed several barges off southwest
CEKTRAL CHOISEUL.

During the night of October 2nd and 3rd, a single Jap
plane dropped elght bombs near the landing strip and BIBILO
HILL, LUKNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Around ten o'eclock that night,
two delayed actlion bombs, evidently dropped by this plane,
exploded near BIBILO HILL without damage or casualties,

SEGI POINT, NEW GECRGIA, was raided by two or three

lanes between seven and eight p.m, on the night of October
d. All of the bombs dropped in the water,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd)

Shortly after midnight on Octcber 2, a FEY bombed & medium
sised ship and four enemy barges, fifty miles sast of CAPE SAINT
GEORGE, on NEW IRELAND. One direct hit was made on a bargs. A little
later snother FEY blasted one enmmy destroyer and two other ships in
approximately the same position. It is reported that a probable direct
hit was made on a destroyer because thers was a large sxplosmion heard.

At sbout 5:45, in the afterncon of October 2, ancther GUADAL-
CANAL PEY had a running fight with five Zeros but sustained no damage.

On the merning of October 2, between T:35 a.m., and 8:23 a.m.,
twanty-five snemy bombers and Zeros were over Central and Western VELLA
LAVELLA, Apparsntly this flight was out looking for shipping because no

bombes were dropped.

During the might of October 2-3, a Elue destroyer force held
a field day on soms twenty large and innumsrable small snemy barges
North of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, It is believed that all of the large
barges were sunk and many of the small ones were disposed of. This
same destrogyer force also hit a formation of about seven enemy gun boats
or torpedo boats with torpedoes. It is believed our torpedoes ran under
the formation, We in turn had torpedoes thromn at us and one definitely
was sem to miss the stem of the destroyer TERRY, Our targets ware
maneuvaring rapidly at high speed sc our destroyers cpened up the range
to about 8,000 yards and then closed in bringing them under gunfire. One
of the targets was sunk and many hits wers registered on the others as
svidenced by the appsarance of mmch mmoke. It is probable that the tar-
gets were not destroyers but rather torpedo or gun boats. Towards the
closing round of the engagement, three definitely recognized Jap destroyers
appeared from the Morthwest but on viewing the carnage being inflicted,
they hastily withdrew, A trip through the battle area arcund four thirty
in the morning, showed many small gascline or oil slicks marking the end
of some Jap unit.

During the night of 30th September = 1 October, the motor tor-
pedo boat No, 68, grounded on VINCKE POINT, HUON PENINSULA, in Northeast
NEW GUINEA, No personnel casualties were suffered. The ship was destroyed
by her orew to prevent falling into the hands of the memy.

On October the 3rd at 6115 p.m., the destroyer REID reported that
the destroyer HENLEY was torpedoed and sunk in HERCULES BAY, an arm of the
HOGM GULF in Northeast NEW GUINEA. A search is being carried cut for the

sulmarine and the ship's survivors.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd)

On October 1, at 11:13 p.m., & FEY plane from GUADALCANAL
made contact with four enemy ships, thirty-five miles West of BUKA,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, scoring a hit or near miss on the largest ship.

At 8:37 a.m,, October 1, twenty-four Liberators, without
sscort, bombed the stores and bivousc areas North of VILA air fleld.
One fire was started at the Northwestern end of the runway. The rum—
way itself was also hit. The flight was not subjected to any sntiair-
craft fire.

At 3:00, in the afterncon of October 1, & flight of Mitchell's,
Damtless and Avenger planes, escorted by Lightnings, blasted the
KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND, barge concentration. A large fire was seen
and an explosion ocourred in the clearing South of the village.

On the morning of Ootober 1, at 6:h5 a.m., & Corsair coming
of f the BARAKCMA patrol because of engine difficulties, strafed and
burned an snemy barge at OKOBO RIVER, and ancther one near WAUGH ROCK,
Eastern KOLOMBANGARA TSLAND,

Between T:39 p.m., and & quarter to nine p.m., on October 1,
four Japansse planes dropped nineteen bambs in the water in the MUNDA
area, Two bombs fell on the beach., HNo demage was sustained from the
attack,

During the night of October 1 and 2, our destroyers patrol-
ling in NEW GEORGIA SOUND, ran into five different enemy groups, com-
eight barges sach in the waters between VILA and EULA
EOLCMBANGARA ISLAND, These barges wers headed on a
Morthwesterly course. It is reported that thirty-five of these barges
wers picked up and as a result of the engagement, twenty wers sunk or
badly damaged. While the fight was going on, Japaness snocper planes
dropped pilot lights and flares. The destroyer SAUFLEY was bombed by
three near misses by a plane approaching from her stern at about five
thousand feet., As & result eighteen men were wounded, two of which are
in serious condition.

E
>
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SOUTH PACTFIC ACTION (Cont'd)
MEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

On October 1, the NEW ZEALAND ground forces in Northwest
VELLA LAVELLA, after shelling enemy positions in the vicinity of UMOMD
ISLAND, advanced Northward of TIMBALA BAY, It is estimated that about
five hundred well armed Japanese are in the TIMBALA BAY-MARQUAND BAT
aresa,

The submarine SCAMP, returning from & war patrol in the EISMARK
ARCHIFELAGO, reports as followst

(1) On arriving at her patrol area September li, she was
detected and heavily depth charged by an smemy destroyer while
sesking to press home a torpedo attack.

(2) In the forenoom of September 18, she got ons torpedo
hit in one of two escorted ships which stopped the ship. In
the afterncon of the same day she fired two at this damaged
ship but missed. Towards dusk she finished off the 8,600 ton
damaged transport with one torpedo and slsc hit the 500 ton
sscort ship, which was never sesn again. During the night of
September 21, in an escorted convoy, she was able to get two
and poesihly three hits into a 6,500 ton freighter which later
sank, An attempt was made to polish off the remaining ships
of the convoy but counter attack measures by escort again caused
severs damage to the SCAMP. The extensive damage suffered by
the SCAMP will require a full refit period.
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& SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd)

At 11:30 a.ms, 30 September, s reconnalsance plane operating
from GUADALCANAL engaged nine Zeros in a running fight fifteen
miles north of NAURU ISLAND, One Zero was shot down,

During the night of 30 September—] October, ocur destroyers

attacked twelve amall enemy barges, of which they sank six,
thirteen miles north of TUKI POINT, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Copt'd)
On 28 September Japanese planes bombed MUNDI MUNDI, south=
weat VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND, and dropped containers of food by

parachute in the JAVA l.ru, north coast of VELLA LAVELLA, Ten
of these parachute containers were recovered by natives,

On the morning of 29 September, motor torpede boats
destroyed two enemy barges and badly damaged two othera off the
northeast coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

and twelve torpede dive bombers bombed and strafed the anemy
barge depot at KAKASA, central southwest CHOISEUL ISLAND., Two
firea were started and about seven buildings destroyed.

During the morning of 29 September, twenty-eight Liberators,
returning from a search for enemy shipping north of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, wers attacked by fifteem Zeros, In the running engagement
one Liberator was damaged. All of our planes returned,

At 5130 p.m., 29 September, twelve Navy Corsairs strafed
two barges off MOLI ISLAND, northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND,

At 11:24 p.m., 29 September, our destroyers operating in
VELLA GULF intercepted and turned back six or nine enemy barges
which were enroute from CHOISEUL ISLAND to KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,
One large and possibly several small barges are belisved
to have been destroyed., During this action, enemy planes har—
assed our destroyers by dropping flaress One enemy plane was
shot down,

During the sarly morning of 30 September, a Catalina dropped
bombs and lesflets on VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAKD,

At 1t58 p.m,, 30 September, six medium bombers attacked
the KAKASA, CHOISEUL ISLAND, barge center, After the attack

only three buildings wemained standing,
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MEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

the mlght of September 27-28, Japanese artillery
shalled our tions on ONDONGO ISLAND without damage. Enemy
positions at VILA KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND continued to be harassed by
our mortar and artillery fire,

The 35th NEW ZEALAND combat tesm surrounded about two
hundred and fifty to three hundred Japanese on UMOMO ISLAND and
the adjoining mainland, The enemy suffersd considerable casuslties
in an attempt to escaps. Their positions on UNOMD were shelled by
our artillery during the merning of September 28. Our casualties
were reported light.
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eff TARO ISLAND, WEST CENTRAL CHOISEUL ISLAND, That evening
eight more Hellcats attacked and sank a one hundred foot enemy
vessel loaded with Japanese off SASAMUGA, CHOISEUL ISLAND,

At 3:04 p.m., September 28, two Navy Corsairs killed
or wounded about twelve or fifteen Japansse in a boat off EAPE
HARBOR, SOUTHEAST KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

During the evening of September 28, Jspaness planss
dropped eight bombs northwest of the MUNDA strip, killed two men
and wounded six, No material damage was sustained.

At Br49 a.m,, September 29, a search plane operating
from Guadalcanal shot down an snemy bomber off EMPRESS AUGUSTA
BAY, WEST BOUGAINVILLE,

Eight Army Warhawks strafed and destroyed an mnemy
barge off SAMBT HEAD, SOUTHWEST CHOISEUL during the afterncon of

September 29,

The submarine chaser 751 which grounded June 22, on a
reaf in EXMOUTH GULF, WEST COAST OF AUSTRALIA, sank on September
16, after being refloated and taken in tow by the patrol vessel
CHANTICLEER. Heavy swells caused the vessel to sink but it is
reported that the majerity of salvageabls squipment was removed
from the wessal during refloating operaticans.

Our operating against enemy shipping in the
Pagific report the fo successest

(1) T™e SARGO reported sinking a 10,000 tanker and a
fredghter., In addition a 9,500 passenger vessal was damaged
with two torpedo hits.

(2) The GUDGEON sank two snemy ships totaling 15,000
tons and dsmaged another of 8,000 tons. In addition a sub-
chager was dmmaged by gunfire.

(3) The POOY damaged and probshly sank a 6,000 ton
frelighter.
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SOUTH PACIFIO ACTION (Cont'a)

At 12120 p.m,, Septeaber 27, twenty-seven Liberators
sscorted by thirty-six fighters, struck at KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA.
Hits wers scored on a number of buildings and six fires started.
About twenty=five to thirty-five Zeros interfered with this attack
and followed our planes to VELLA LAVELLA, In the running engage-
ment the bombers shot down five Zercs and our fighters destroyed
seven more and dasmaged snother, One Corsair is missing and another
of our fighters crash-landed.

At 9135 a.m., September 28, eighteen medium bombers,
dive bombers and twemty-six torpedo dive bombers
attacked enemy gun positions and bivouwac arsas st VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND, A number of fires were started.

At 1105 p.m., September 28, a Guadalcanal reconnaissance
plane gighted an enemy formation of elght destrgrers sbout sixty
miles North of BUKA ISLAND, This force was covered by elght Zeros
thres of which attacked our reconnaissance plane. Two Zeros wars
Mdmudmth-rmhﬂwhhl"hnm

At 7322 p.m., September 28, an sleven ship memy convoy
was attacked by reconnaissance Liberators elsven miles northwest
of CHOISEUL BAY. Two direct hits were scorsd on the stem of &
large ship. A straggler from this comvoy was later attacked and
two hits amidships set the vessel on fire which was visible for

twenty milea,

At 8134 p.m,, September 28, thirty miles East of KIETA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, three or four direct bomb hits were scored on
I s A R o
this attack a considerabls & Was ancoun—
tered and one Liberator suffersd damage. Later, at 8:L3 p.m, one
nrur-ﬂhm-urﬂulwnlﬁnutm:muhﬂnf

EIETA, The ship was observed to_turn over op ite side and sink.

nu-unrrn-nuu-mrdmdaﬂnluhdhrpthm
miles off REI COVE, NORTH KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND at 7:30 s.m., September
29, Later that afterncon eight Hellcats destroyed two barges anchored
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'a)

At about 11:30 E.m. Eeptember 25th, the United Btates
degtroyers, PATTERSON and HMeCALLA, colllided twenty-nine
miles north northeast of KULGI&BHT&AR& IELAND, The McCALLA'B
bow was cut off forward of frame 256. No casualtles were
guffered. The PATTERBON lost her bow forward of frame 23,
Three men are missing from this ship, and one was lnjured.
Both vesseles are proceedlng towarde PULAGT at five knote,
accompanied by the destroyer RALPH TALBOT and the auxiliary
tug, PAWNEE.
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SCUTH PACIFIC ACTICN (Cont'd,)

An unreported number of our destroyers, uperating in
northeest VELLA GULF, during the night of September 27-28,
gank three and posslbly four enemy bargee. Japanese
SNOOPER planes harassed our destroyers and dropped & number
of flares during the sction.
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 2:30 p.m. September 26th, elghteen Navy dive bomb-
era end fifteen torpedo dive bombers bombed the enemy
barge depct at RINGI COVE, SCUTH KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Two
fires were started,

Four Nevy Corsairs of the HUNDA patrol strafed docke
and houges on southeast GIZ0 ISLAND at 5:30 a.m. September
24th, The same area was agaln strafed at 4:00 p.m. by
eight Corsaire end a number of grase hute and wooden houeee
were ignited.

At 7:05 p.m, September 26th, enemy planes were over
MUNDA and dropped a number of bombe wlthout demage. Later,
betwaen ll:EERR.m, and 11:45 p.m., Japanese Eianas bombed
KUNDURUMBANGARA POINT, northwest VELLA LAVELLA without
ﬂ-ﬂmgﬂo

On September 26th, at about 2:10 p.m., twenty-one
Army Liberators, twenty-four Navy dive bombers and twelve
torpeds dive bombers, escorted by seventy-nine flghtere,
bombed end strafed the KIHILI AREA. A number of bulldinge
were demollished, fires started and hite were scored on gun
poeltions and in the bivouac supply and hanger areae.

The heavy bombers were intercepted by thirty enemy
fighters. One Zero was shot down and one of our bombers
glightly damaged. Nineteen of our flghters engaged about
twenty or thirty Zeros over KANGU, BUIN AREA., One Zero
was destroyed, One of our fightere crash-landed at MUNDA,
NEW GEORGIA, and snother landed on the water northwest of
the RUSBELL ISLANDS.

At 10:00 p.m. September 27th, a reconnalssance plene,
operating from GUADALCANAL etrafed ten enemy barges off
northweet CHOISEUL ISLAND. These barges were later observed
beached north of VOZA, CENTRAL SCUTHWEST CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At 11:10 =.m. September 27th, another reconnaleeance
plane from GUADALCANAL engaged five Zerce ten miles east
of MAURU ISLAND.- One Zero wae destroyed end another

probably shot down.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

During the morning of Beptember 256th, ten medium bomb-
erg, nineteen torpedo dive bombers and nine dlve bombers
eecorted by fighters, attacked enemy gun positlone at ?Iiﬁ,
KOLOMBANG IBLAND. A number of hits were scored in the
vicinity of the strip end west DIBAFPCINTMENT COVE. One fire

wes started.

Later that morning, an enemy formation of eighteen
torpedo dive bombere, eecorted by twenty Zercse, in an
attack on an Alllied convoy emst of BARAKCHA, ?ﬁLLa LAVELLA,
wae intercepted by eight Hellecate. Moet of the dlve bomb-
ers were driven off and one Zero was shot down. However,
three of the enemy bombers succeeded in breaking through
and set on Tire the L3T reported in yesterday'e summary.
Three other enemy dlve bombers sterted a large flre at
KUNDURUMBANGARA, northeast VELLA LAVELLA. Four Zeros
atrafed the BILOA area, esouth VELLA LAVELLA.

A BLUE task force, opersting in VELLA ®ULF, wae un-
guccesefully attacked by enemy submarines during the morn-
ing of Beptember 26th.

At 12:45 p.m. September 25, a reconnalesance plane,
operating from GUADALCANAL, sttacked and set on fire a
2,500 ton enemy freighter, one hundred and eeventy miles
north northweet of NARU ISLAND.

The submarine, ALBACCRE, returning from patrel, report-
ed ae followe!

S8ank one frelghter. (Tonnage not reported).
Danaged one freighter. (Tonnage not reported).
GECRGIA GROUND SITUATICN

On Beptember 26, a NEW ZEALAND combat team moved from
MUNDI MUNDI RIVER to MATU SOROTO, northwest VELLA LAVELLA.
No enemy was encountered.
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On Beptember 25, enemy planes bombed and set on flre
& United States L.5.T. in the vieinity of RURAVAIL, east
coast of VELLA LAVELLA. Two offlcere and ten nmen were
killed,

On Beptember 25, an Allied motor torpedo boat base was
egtablisghed in LAMBU LAMBU COVE, northeast VELLA LAVELLA.

During the afternoon of September 25, one of our search
lenes bombed and strafed two enemy barges off WEST CAFE
HOIBEUL ISLAND. Later, thianﬁlans attacked and left slnk-

ing a emall enemy gﬁggly SAMPAN off LUTI plantation, scuth
central comst CHOL ISLAND.

The United States submarine, HADDOCK, probably operat-
ing in the TRUK area, reported as followe:

On September 15, damaged one frelghter.

On September 20, eank a convoy, conslisting
of two transports. On the same day, attacked and
gank a loaded tanker.

Although detalls are not complete, an estimate based on
the reporte received, indicates that the submarine, SNOCKH,
achieved the followling successes:

L Bank one freighter of 35,500 tons.

2. serlously damaged and probably eenk ancther
freighter, which wes last seen einklng and belng
abandoned.

3. Boored hite on a multiple target, the identity
of which has not been reported.

- 546 =




® '
P
,

Coumecx Fux UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANTER N CHIEF
W MAVT DEFANTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. €
“E‘ 8 a.m. 26 Beptember 1843
SCUTH PACIFI 0TI c !
NEW GECRGIA SITUATION

w
%
I
=)
le=1
|2

A conservative estimate indicetes that about filve-
hundred to six-hundred Japanese have been knocked out of
action on ARUNDEL ISLAND. Three hundred and forty-five

enemy dead were counted.

Japanese artillery shelled, without damage, CNDONGA
ISLAND, west NEW GEORGIA, during the night of Beptember 23-24,

The NEW ZEALAND patrol at PARAS0, north VELLA LAVELLA,

has moved its base to DOVELI COVE, after belng unsuccessfully
bombed by enemy planee during the night of September 23-24,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 9:36 a.m. Beptember 23rd, twenty-three heavy bombers,
twenty-two dive bombers and twelve torpedo bombers, escorted
by about fifty fighters, sttacked enemy positions in the viecinity
of KIHILI, BHORT A. A number of fires were started and
geveral buildings were deetroyed. In addition, our dive bombers
attacked several enemy barges at the mouth of the UGUIMO RIVER
(one-half mile northeast of BUIN) with unobserved resulte.

About fifty to sixty enemy fighters attacked our planes.
Nine Zercas were ghot down. We lost two fighters and one
erash-landed in southesst VELLA LAVELLA.

Later that day, twenty-one of our planes attacked enemy
poeltions, at VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Results were not
obeerved.

The followlng day, between 3:40 p,m., and 4:20 p.m., four
medium bombere, thirty dive bombers and eighteen torpedo
bombere egaln struck the VILA AREA. A number of fires were
gtarted at RINGI COVE, and a direct hlt waes ecored on a gun
poeltion in this area. In additlion, 1t 1s belleved that two
enemy barges were destroyed on the weet shore of RINGI COVE.

During the afternoon of September 23, four Navy Corsalrs
degtroyed a seventy-foot enemy launch off the southern tip of
FAISI, SHORTLAND AREA.

On the same afterncon, eight Alracobras attacked and
probably destroyed two enemy oll-laden barges off the weat
coast of CHOISEUL IBLAND.

The eubmarine, CABRILLA, reported scoring two terpedo
hits into an auxiliary sircraft cerrier on September 23rd.

The target was last seen on course 250, speed 10. Sub-
sequent attempts by the submarine to locate the target were
unsucceseful., Apparently, the attack was made east of CHICHI
JIMA,
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At 2:10 a.m, Beptember 23rd, cne of our reconnalesance
lanes attacked two Japanese barges off CAFE ALEXANDER,
HOIBEUL ISLAND. The barges were subsequently beached

and may have burned.

Another reconnalesance plane attacked three medlum-
gized enemy cargo vessels, twenty milees weet northwest
of BUKA ISLAND. The result of thie attack has not been
reported.

The submarine, ﬁmﬂﬂ, returning from EAST CHINA
SEA area, reported sinking 27,000 tons of enemy ship-
ing. In addition, a 9,500 ton passenger vessel was
mﬁgﬂﬁi
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During the night of BSeptember 21-22, PEY patrol planec
from GUADALCANAL attacked an enemy freighter south of ST.
GEORGE CHANNEL, in the NEW BRITAIN-NEW IRELAND area. The
same flight also attacked another enemy freighter Just off
the weet coset of north BOUGAINVILLE,

At approximately midnight on September 23, a PBY
ettacked en enemy force thirty miles southeast of CAFE
8T. GEORGE. One of the unite was belleved to be a light
crulser,

The results of these attacke have been unreported.
NEW GEORGIA GHOUND SITUATION

Organized enemy resistance on ARUNDEL IBLAND ceased
, at 3i45 p.n. on Beptember Zlst. However, the hunt continues
for straying Japs,

Jap prisoners report that their unit on ARUNDEL, the

!/ 13th Infantry, has suffered very heavy casuaslties., They
also state thet snti-asircraft ammunitlion was dropped on
VILA, KOLOMEANGARA, during the night of September 17-18,
end that the garrison there is malnly supplied by sub-
marines and float planes. On September 21, two groupe each
of twenty-five NEW ZEALAND troups were landed at FPARABO,
north VELLA LAVELLA, and MUNDI BAY, northweet VELLA LAVELLA.
They report they are ln contact with the enemy.

/The submarine, TRIGGER, returning from a war patrol in
east CHINA BEA, reporte as follows:

Sunk - two loaded tankers and two frelghters for a
totel of 33,000 tons,

Damaged - & 7,000 ton freighter, which, when last
geen, had her forecastle awaeh.

/ The submarine, HADDOCK, reported einking three shipe.
Further detalls are not at present avallable.
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At 4:30 p.m. Beptember 2lst, twenty-eight Navy fighters
etrafed KAHILI, SHO D AREA. About eix or elght enemy
Zeroe, on the alr strip, were elther destroyed or damaged.
Two of our planes were damaged by anti-alrcraft fire. One
of these planes was forced down into the water, but the
other returned safely,

Eight Navy Coreaire, at 5:10 p.m. September 20th,
attacked eight JAPANESE barges off the central coast of
CHOIBEUL I D. Three of the barges were burned and the
remainder damaged., Earlier that morning, another enemy
barge was strafed end burned off the west central coast of
CHOLSEUL ISLAND by six Navy Corsalre. These planes then
attacked and set on fire a one-hundred and seventy foot
enemy cargo vessel off north CHOISEUL ISLAND.

During the early morning of September 2lst, aporoxi-
mately twelve or sixteen enemy bombers bombed the ADAL-
CANAL airdrome. One grounded Navy Corsair was destroyed
and five others damaged, Two men were killed and seventeen
FIJI workmen injured. Two of the enemy bombers were ghot
down by a Lightning night fighter.

During the early morning of September 2lst, enemy
planes over MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, dropped a number of bombe
and caused minor damage, but no casualties.

NEW GECRGIA GROUND SITUATION

During the night of September 19-20, enemy artillery
heavlily ehelled our poeltlone on ARUNDEL ISLAND. Cur
casualties were light.

Considerable enemy barge activity between VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND and DEL ISLAND wae noted durling
the night of Beptember 15-20.

On ARUNDEL, SAGAKARASA IBLAND, JAPANESE have been
cleaned up and our operations are continuing.
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At APAMAMA ISBLAND, enemy camp installatlons
were heavily hit.

At NAURU, Army and Navy Liberatore scored
hits along the runways, the dispereal area and
in the vicinity of the radlo statlion and a
phoephate plant.

In addition to destroying the previously
mentioned grounded enemy alrcraft,.our forces
ghot down eix Zeros, two medium bombers, probably
daa;:oyud four more Tighters and poesibly damaged
alght.

Although our planes encountered heavy anti-
alreraft fire and interception by day and night
fighters, only four of our planee were lost.

At 6:10 a.m. September 20th, an unidentified enemy
bomber shot down a atrolinﬁ Navy Corsair off the west
coaet of KOLOMBAN ISLARD., The pllot wae recovered.

At 10:15 a.m. September 20th, thirty-elx Navy dive
bombers and torpedo planes, covered by fighters, attack-
ed enemy gun gonltiuna on PARAFATU POINT, southeast
KDLDHB&HGEEA BLAND. Two of our planes were etruck by
anti-aircraft fire and made forced landings in the water.
The crews of both planes were recovered.

At 11:00 a.m., September 20th, a GUADALCANAL search
plane bombed a small enemy cargo vessel three-hundred and
thirty miles north northeast of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. The
vegsel wae left sbandoned and slnking.

At 11:05 a.m. of the same day, twenty-three unescorted
Army Liberatore bombed the revetment area and the runway at
BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of fires were started,
and it is believed that several enemy planes burned. About
fifteen or eighteen JAPANESE fightere lntercepted, Two of
these were shot down. One of our bombere wae damaged, but
returned to its base.
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On the night of September 15-20, ocur motor torpedo

Cn the early morning of September 20, eix Japanese

planes over GUADALCANAL bombed the area in the viclnlty

of the CARNEY air strip.

ing etation were damaged. OCne Navy Liberator waes destro
ed and a number of other grounded planes sustalned damage.

enemy planes were over our positlons on

During the morning of September 19-20, a number of

MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Only two bombe were dropped and no
casualties or damages were suptalned.

Although not complete, the followlng detalle have

been received in connection with our operatlons agalnet
enemy installations in the GILBERT ISLAND reglon:

TASK FORCE 15, commanded by Rear Admiral
Pownall, and compoged of the alrecraft carriers
LEXINGTON, BELLEAU WOOD, PRINCETON, the crulsers
SANTA FE, BIRMINGHAM and MOBILE, plue destroyers,
operated on Beptember 19th agsinet the enemy in
the GILBERT ARB&. The task force was aseleted by
land-baged Army and Nevy ailrecraft, staging from
CANTON ISLAND and FUNAFUTI.

More than two hundred eortlee were carried
out by our planes against TARAWA, MAKIN and AFAMAMA
I 8, in the northern GILBERTS2 and NAURU ISLAND,
weet of the GILBERT group.

At TARAWA, our forces dectroyed elght enemy
bombers on the runway, senk a emall veseel and
damaged enemy installaticne on the leland.

At MAKIN, the airbase was damaged, three enemy

four-engine gea planes destroyed, and, in additien,
gn unidentified patrol plane was destroyed.
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The gubmarine TROUT,returning from a war patrol
in the Southeastern Philippinee, reports ae follows!

Auguet 25 -- Destroyed a 36 ton fisherman
in MOLUKKA PASSACE,

September 9 -- Probsbly sunk an enemy I-g2
class submarine in SURIGAC STRAIT,
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During the night of Beptember 18-18, one Jap plane
dropped two bombe on ARUN ISLAND and two additlonal

ones on the northern end of the MUNDA landing field. ¥o
casualties or damage have been reported.
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On ﬂﬂEE;ﬁbur 19, juet after noon, a lone Jap plane
bombed a B convoy about ninety miles east of SAN CRISTOBAL.
Fortunately, the bombe mliesed thelr target.

On September 18, between 12:45 and 1:00 p.m., a flight
of peventeen Corsairs and four Warhawks took cn thirty
enemy dive bombers, and twenty Zero fighters over BARAKOMA,
goutheagtern VELLA LAVELLA, Our planes destroyed twelve
dive bombers and rive Zeros, The anti-aireraft at
BARAXOMA mccounted for one dive bomber. One of our alr-
eraft boats, desplte beilng subjected to twenty-one near
migses from small anti-personal bombse, accounted for two
more dive bomberse. The score for the afterncon was: enemy
Ellﬂ!l destroyed - fifteen dive bombers, five Zeros. Cne .

oresalr wee lost and two othere are mlsesslng.

On September 19, around 2:00 in the afterncon, twenty-
eight Dauntlese dive bombere, fourteen Avengers and ten
Mitchells blasted positione in the coves around VILA,
gouthern KOLOMBANGARA. Hits were reglstered on gun posl-
tione in Northwest cove; a large fire was started northeast
of the landing etrip; what appeared to be an ammunition
dump in Northwest cove exploded and a direct hlt was made
on the causeway croesing the cove, Heavy accurate antl-
aireraft fire demaged one of the Avengers and wounded one
of the gunnersa.

Our ground operations on ARUNDEL ISLAND continue in
epite of strong enemy resistance. During the night of
September 15-17, five enemy barges, with relnforcemente
attempted to land in the northern part of the lsland. Be-
uau;: of our fire power, it is reported only two were able
to BO«

On Beptember 189, at 2:30 in the mmigi; two or three
enemy planes made a return vielt to GU AL. One-
hundred ?nuud anti-personal bombs were dropped in the
officers' area and two officers and one enlisted man were
geriously wounded, while fifteen others were elightly

injured, An enemy bulls-eye completely destroyed a tank
containing £8,000 gallons of aviation gas.

%
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On Beptember 18th, early in the morning, a FBY bombed
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

On Beptember 18th, around one o'elock in the afternoon,
Douglas dive bombere and Avengere bombed defensive poel-
tions at BAMBARI HARBOR, in southeast KOLOMBANGARA, causing
a large exploslon. BSeveral houses were also destroyed.
Thie flight aleo strafed defensive poeltions at PARAFATU
POINT, EOLOMBANGARA, and started a large fire. The fighter
gltrul from MUNDA provided cover for these operatione.
tncldnntallr. no anti-sircraft fire wae recelved from the

argeta,

A preliminary report indicates that shortly after
noon on Beptember 18th, an enemy dive bombing attack wae
successfully thwarted off VELLA LAVELLA.

During the night of September 17-18, twelve enemy
planes dropped on MUNDA 35 x 100 pound bombs. BSixteen
fell on the landing strip, with the balance falling in
the water. No casualtlees occured and very little damage
wae recelved,

The enemy also hlt, durilng the eame night, BARAKOMA,
goutheastern VELLA LAVELLA. Five bombe fell near the land-
ing strilp, but no damage has been reported.
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During the night of Beptember 18-17, our motor torpedo
boats, operating in south IgLi GULF, exchanged fire with
enemy ehore batteriee on the north side of BAMBARI HARBCR.
The northwest coaast of VELLA LAVELLA and the area esouthwest
of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND werepatrolled by torpedo boats dur-
ing the same night.

At 11:36 p.m. tember 15th, five Venturas attacked
BALLALE ISLAND, SHOR D AREA. A number of bombs were
obeserved to fall in the vliecinity of the runway. A Japanese
twin-engine night fighter, attempting to intercept, was un-
able to overhaul our bombers. One Ventura did not return to
ite basge.

At 2:50 p.m. Beptember 16th, thirty Dauntlese dive
bombers and twenty-four Avengers, covered by seventy-three
fighters, attacked enemy posltions on BALLALE ISLAND.
Numerous hite were scored on gun enplacements, revetment, supply
and camp areas. A pnumber of fires were started and an un-
ldentifled veasel off the south end of the strip wee obeerved
burning after the attack. Two of the Avengers falled to
raturn,

The fighter cover encountered about fifty or sixty enemy
fightere over the SHORTLAND AREA. In a twenty-Tive minute
engagement, fourteen enemy planee were shot down. We lost
four fighter planes, but three of the pilots were rescued,

A Warhawk on patrol over VELLA LAVELLA ghot down one
enemy plane.

At 12:20 p.m. Beptember 1l6th, a search plane, operat-
ing from GUADAEGANAL, bombed an enemy cargo vessel and a
destroyer escort ninety miles east of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
Near misees atarted a small fire aboard the cargo vessel.
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During the night of September 15-16, MUNDA wae ralded
by enemy planes three times. Bombs started a fire in an
ammunition dump and injured three of the perscnnel,

An enemy plane dropped bombs on GUADALCANAL at 11:51
p.m. September 15th. BSome minor dmmage was sustalned and
one man was injured,
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Attacke agalnet this area continued throughout the
night of Beptember 15-16, when medium bombere attacked
twice. Preliminary reports lndicate these attacke to
have been succesaful,

On Beptember 1l6th, at 5:45 a.m., one Hitchell pomber
attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Later that mornin
five Liberators bombed PARAPATU POINT, southeast KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND, with uncbeerved resulta.

The revetment area and runway at BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE,
wee thoroughly bombed on the morning of September 1E6th.
Resulte of thle attack have not been reported.

The enemy has re-acted to the recent bombinge of
BOUGAINVILLE by reinforcing his air units in thet area.
Although he hae suffered in the destruction of alrborn
fighters in additicn to an undetermined number of planes
desgtroyed on the ground, hie concentration of sircraft on
BOUGAINVILLE fields has increased.

HEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATICN

Enemy positions in northeast ARUNDEL IBLAND have
been reinforced by four barges on the night of September
14-15. An attack on our posltlone was repuleed and
thirty-three of the enemy were killed. Our preparations
have been completed for a coordinated attack scheduled
for the morning of September 17th., Enemy attempts to
again reinforce their poelticne on the night of BSeptember
15-16 were prevented by artillery and mortar fire.

On VELLA LAVELLA our forces attacked VALAPATAI on
September l4th, Fifteen Japaneese were killed by our
artillery fire. HReports indicate that the Japanese are
moving towards the northwest coast.
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At 4:00 p.m. September 1l4th, eix Venturas (medium
bonbers) strafed enemy poeltions east of the VILA
runway, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Results were uncbeerved.

At 11:30 p.m. September l4th, six Venturas attacked
enemy positions on BAL ISLAND. Results of thle attack
have not been reported.

Four enemy planes raided the LUNGA AREA (probably
NEW GEORGIA AREA), on the early morning of September 15th.
One grounded dive bomber was destroyed and other planes
were damaged slightly., Two men were kllled and selx were
injured.

At 11:15 a.m. September 15th, thirty-one dive bombers
and twenty-four torpedo bombere, covered by forty-two
fighters, bombed and strafed enemy posltlons on BA
ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. Hits were scored in the target
areas and on runway gun positions. A hit wae observed ln
a elx plane revetment area and among trucks parked on the
runway. A plane was left on fire and a number of other
fires started.

The fighter cover engaged fifty intercepting Zeros
end shot down fourteen. We loest one Hellecat and another
was Torced down lnto the water.

On the night of September 14-15, about forty to
sixty Japanese planes bombed the MUNDA-BARACOMA AREA.
One grounded Hellcat was destroyed and five damaged.
Eavnn of the pereonnel were killed and twenty-elght wound-
ad,

Stepped-up alr attacke againet BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
gontinued throughout September 15th. At 4:55 a.m., slx
Mitchell bombers strafed the KARA airfield, BUIN area,
gnd gtarted a fire., At about the same time, a formation
of five Mitchell bombers attacked KIHILI and etarted a
nurber of firee and exploslons.

Later, at 11:30 a.m., sixteen Army Liberators, escort-
ed by twenty-slx fighters, bombed KIHILI and started a
number of firee in the viocinity of the runway. B8Strong
anti-aireraeft fire damaged two of the bombers,
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The follow detalls have been recelved in connec-
tion with the KIHILI and BALLAIFE, SHORTLAND AREA, air
attecks on Beptember l4th:

At 1:35 p.m., forty-eeven Army and Navy Llberators,
escorted by seventy-slx Navy Corsairs and Army Warhawks,
attacked KIHILI in four waves. DBombes were dropped con
the etrip and the surrounding installatlons. About seventy
Zeroe intercepted. Our bombers shot down two Zeros and
our fighters destroyed six more. Two Warhawks falled to
return and another crash landed. In addition, five Corsairs
were damaged by anti-aireoraft fire.

At about 1:00 p.m., September l4th, three Navy
Corsairs strafed B I , SHORTLAND AREA, and
destroyed a Zero, and damaged a Zero and a bomber on the
strip. A number of fires were started in the area. Later,
at 1:13 p.m., twenty-four torpedo dive bombers and thirty-
four dive bombers, escorted by fifteen Alracobras and
twenty-six Hellcats, agein bombed and strafed BALLALE
ISLAND. Thie attack started a number of firea and poesibly
blew up an ammunition dump., An unidentified grounded plane
was aleo destroyed. Twenty-cne enemy fighters lntercented
and in the eneulng engagement our fighters ghot down elght
Zeroa. In addition to four torpedo bombere belng damaged
by anti-aireraft fire, one Hellecat was forced toc crash

land and ancther landed in the water.

On Beptember l4th, our motor torpedo boats, in a day
hunt off northern VELLA LAVELLA, deestroyed five enemy barges.
In addition, these boats strafed small buildings and other
ghore 1nntnilat1una en the northern coast of the lsland.

On Beptember 15th, a Japanese submarine wae probably
duitr;ied one hundred and ten milee east southeast of
SBAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND by depth charges and gun fire in a
co-ordinated attack by a Catalina and a destroyer.
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Cur artillery fire continuee to harrass enemy poeltions
at VILA, KOLOMBAN ISLAND.
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During the early morning of BSeptember 1l4th, three
Mitchell bombere attacked VILA, KOLOCMEANGARA IBLAND, with

unobaerved resulta.

At 11:30 a.m. September 13th, a small Japanese cargo
vesesel was unsuccessfully attacked by a search Ellnu about
ggg-hundrld and eighty milee northeast of KA @, NEW

On the ntgﬁt of September 13-14, enemy planes dropped
bombe on the GA POINT Area, GUADALCANAL. BSome minor
damage was sustained. On the same night, & Japanese bomber
bombed the camp area near the north etrip, RUSSELL ISLAND,
but caused no damage. A number of bombe were also dropped
EE two enemy planes in the vieinity of BIBOLO HILL, A,

W GEORGIA. Two grounded Corsalre were damaged. No
personnel casualties resulted from any of the foregolng
railds.

The submarine, SUNFISH, reporte einking a 10,000 ton
enemy traneport and, in addition, probably einking another
of 7,000 tons.

NEW _GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

Our artillery continues to bombard Japanese poeltlons
in northeast VELLA LAVELLA. Three Japaneee planes attack-
ed the LAMBU LAMBU area without damage., In thls vielnity,
our patrols have encountered heavy machine gun and knee-
motor fire.

It is reported that a J;f:nesn party has reached UMOMO
ISLAND, northwest VELLA LAVE , increasing the number in
that area to one-hundred. Other groups of the enemy are on
the northeamst side of TIMBALA BAY and on the mainland east
of UMCMO ISLAND.

On ARUNDEL ISLAND operations continue satisfactorily.
Some of our troops have advanced eastward on BAMBOE V GE
Peninsula and other troops facing the west continue to hold
their positions. Between these %two forces, an undetermined
number of the enemy hae been pocketed.
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At 5 p.m. Beptember 12th, four Navy Corsairs strafed
KIHILI, RTLAND Area., Three enemy barges were also
attacked and one was set on fire. One grounded enemy plane
wag left burning.

A search plane bombing attack on a slx-shlp convoy at
11:50 p.m. a-gtamhcr 12th, fifteen miles east of KIETA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, netted a direct hit on the bridge of
a Japaness destroyer. A heavy exploslon followed., he
Ennruh plane was unsuccessfully pursued by slx or seven

eroB.

Our motor torpedo boats continued to cperate in southern
KULA GULF during the night of September 12-15, but made no
enemy surface contactes. Our boats exchanged fire with
enemy shore positions in the vleinity of ARAPATU POINT,
southeast KOLOMBANGARA, and with poeiticne in the BAMBARI
HAREOR Area.

At 7:46 a.m. September 13th, seven Navy Corsalrs
engaged fifteen Zeros over fﬂL&Hﬂ, weet of VELLA LAVELLA.
Three enemy planes were destroyed. Cne Corsalr ies mise-
ing, and ie believed to have been shot down by anti-aircraft
fire over northeast VELLA LAVELLA.

On the night of September 13-14, cne of our night
fighters attacked, with unreported regults, a Japanese
float plane, which attempted %o bomb a motor torpedo boat
off southeasst KOLOMBANG. ISLAND. The Japaneee plane
dropped a bomb near the boat, which wounded one offlcer,
but caused no material damage. Other motor torpedo boats
were unsuccessfully attacked by enemy float Elnnaa in the
vicinity of FERGUSON PASSAGE (between ARUNDEL and GIZO ISLANDS) .

Throughout September l4th, one-hundred and two heavy
bombers, torpede bombers and dive bombers, covered by one-
hundred and twenty-seven fighters, attacked enemy alrfields
on south BOUGAINVILLE I8 « Early reporte indicate the
attacks to have been highly successful.
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Cur motor torpedoc boate operated ﬂuriniktha night of
September 1lth off the weet coast of KOLOMBANGARA IBLAND
and the east coast of VELLA LAVELLA. These boats were
bombed end etrafed by enemy flcat planes for two houres.

At 12:15 a.m. Beptember 1llth, twenty-five Liberators,
escorted by upwards of twenty-two fighters, bombed enemy
inetallations at KIHILI, SHORTLAND area. A number of fires
were started. Navy Corsairs in the fighter escort engaged
about fifteen to twenty Zercs and shot down eix. Hellcats
engaged seven Zeros and destroyed one. One of our fighters
falled to return.

Later, at 6:50 p.m. September 11lth, four Navy Corealrs
gtrafed KIHILI, BSeven unidentified planes were probably
destroyed on the ground. One of the Corsalre gtrafed a
Japnn;uu destroyer. Numeroue hits were cbeerved on the
vessel.

During the early mornl of tember 1lth, two
Liberators bombed VILA, KOLO ISLAND. Results of

this atteck were uncbserved.

On the night of Eigﬁrmher 1lth, three Liberators
bombed VILA, KOLOMBANG ISLAND, Results were unobgerved.
The following day at 7:45 a.m. nine Kittyhawks and seven
Airacobras attacked BAMBARI HARBOR, southeast KOLOMBANGARA .
The bombs fell among Japanese gun positione on the north
glde of the harbor.

Shortly after midnight on Beptember 12th, a Catalina
unguccesafully bombed several ene ghipe thirty milea
northeast of CAPE ST. GEQRGE, MEW IRELAND. Another Catalina

bombed, without reesults, four Japanese barges five miles off
EAST CAPE NEW IRELAND. — — (. D_grmssd

W\\% S )
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os? SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

During the night of Beptember 10th, our motor torpedo
boatse, operating in eouthern KULA GULF engaged five enemy
barges enroute from VILA to BAMBARI HARBOR in southeastern
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND., Two of the enemy barges were partlally
dlsabled and took shelter in KAPE HARBOR. The remainder,
although hit many times, succeeded in reaching VILA. Our
boate were subjected to enemy shore fire, in addition to
the heavy fire from the JAFANESE barges. The motor torpedo
boats sustalned numercus hits, but the damage was minor.

On Beptember 1lth fifty-seven Allied planes (medium
bombere, dive bombers and torpedo bombere) bombed and
strafed enemy positions on the southeastern coast of
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. A number of firee and explosione
were observed., The scuthwest coast wae swept by four
Navy Corsalrs, which set on fire one Japanese barge and a
fuel dump at VANGAVANGA, eouthwest KOLOMBANGARA. From
theee operations, one Avenger falled to return.
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At 1:33 a.m. September 10th a night search plane
attacked three small enemy ships forty miles east north-
east of CAPE BAINT GEORGE, south NEW IRELAND, Five minutes
after the attack an explosion and emocke was cbserved.

During the morning of September 10th, a Mitchell
bomber, escorted by four Corsalrs, strafed two enemy barges
and five houses on northern KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

At 12:23 a.m. Beptember 9th, a four-engine enemy frly-
ing boat was destroyed by a Navy air combat patrol about
Tfifty mlles scutheast of BAKER ISLAND.

The esubmarine NARWHAL reporte scoring one torpedo hit
into an enemy transport or cargo vessel of about six
thousand tons, five mliles northwest of NAURU ISLAND, The
vessel was set on fire.

The submarine SWORDFISBH reports scoring four hite into
a 6,900 ton enemy cargo vessel, three hundred twenty miles
northweast of the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS. It is believed that
the enemy veseel sank,

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

Contact is belng maintained with the enemy on ARUNDEL
IBLAND. Preparations are in progress for a final aesault
on the Japaneese.

On northeast VELLA LAVELLA our troope captured quanti-
tles of supplies, equipment and ammunition. Reconneissance
to the westward 1s being pushed.

Other NEW GECRGIA fronta are quiet.

Reconnaissance revesled no Japanese on SIMEO ISLAND
and no Japanese on the eastern and southern cosst of GIZO
ISLAND, except for GIZ0 anchorage and SAGEHAGIA, It 1s
estimated that a totml of four hundred Japanese are located
on northern VELLA LAVELLA,
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At B:27 p.m. Beptember 13th, fifteen enemy planes in
five flights, dropped seventy bombs on FUNAFUTI, ELLICE
IBLANDE. One plane wae shot down by antl-alreraft fire.
Two of our medium bombere burned on the ground and other
material damsge sustained was slight. Three men were
injured.

The United Btates tug, NAVAJO, sank about one=hundred
and seventy miles east southeast of ESPIRTU SANTO ae a
result of an unknown explosion.

The United Btates submarine, PERMIT, on patrol in the
MARSHALLS ISLAND area, reports the destruction of a convoy
conelsting of two enemy frelghters and a tanker. In
addition, a BENDAI class Japanese crulser (5,190 tons),
which arrived on the scene %to asslet, was also torpedoed.

It 18 believed that the crulser elther sank or retired from
the area as she was not seen by the PERMIT after the attack.
The PERMIT sank about 27,000 tone of shipping and damaged
14,000,
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At 7:46 p.m. Beptember Bth our motor torpedo boate
disabled or destroyed an emeny barge north of PARAPATU
POINT, EOLOMBANGARA IBLAND., At 11:30 p.m. two en
bargees were attacked near TUKI COVE, northern KO ANGARA
I8 « One barge wae forced aground and subsequently
degtroyed the followlng day.

VILA, KOLOMBANGARA IBLAND wae bombed by sixty-rive
medium bombers, torpedc bombers and dive bombers. Numercus
hits destroyed three guns, damaged a bridge and killed a
number of Japanese, One of our torpedo bombers was damaged
by anti-airoreft fire and eventually crash landed.

During the night of Beptember B8th, a CATALINA scored a
direct hit on a five-hundred foot enemy cargo vessel,
fifteen miles weet of VELLA LAVELLA.

A gearch plane operating from GUADALCANAL shot down a
twin-engine enemy bomber one hundred seventy-rive miles
northeaet of KAVIENG on Beptember 9th, .

Motor torpedo boats were agaln active around KOLOMBANGARA
IBLAND during the night of Beptember 9th-10th. An enemy
barge was attacked one mile from ROFPA POINT. An enemy barge wae
grwmtod from departing CAPE HARBOR southeastern KOLOMBAN
BLAND. During these operatione, our boate were subjected to
fire from enemy shore batterles and, in addition, were bombed
ﬂd strafed by enemy float planes off the west coast of VELLA

At 12:E2 p.m. Beptember 10th elxteen Mitchells attacked
the enemy ‘bl.rga ﬁagot and bivouasc areas east of DULC COVE,
KEOLOMBANGARA IBLAND, Later twenty dive bombers bombed and
gtrafed the same area. In both attacks many bomb hits were
gcored and a possible ammunition dump was destroyed.

On Beptember 9th, four Navy Coresalrs destroyed an
enemy barge in BLACKETT STRAIT. Later that day four other
Corsairs set on fire five barges in the WARAMBARI BAY area
northeast VELLA LAVELLA, Three enemy barges were left smoking
off western KOLOMBANGARA after an attack by two Corsairs.
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Wﬂmﬂd
photographic reconnalssance.

At 2:04 p.m. Eg}ambur 8th, twelve Japanese planes
agaln attacked NANU No casualties or damage have
been reported.

N GL UND SITUATION

1nfnth' night of BSeptember B8th, our forces on
ARUNDEL ISBLAND repulsed an enemy attempt to land at BOMBOE
VILLAGE, northeast ARUNDEL ISLAND., Our troopes have ad-

vanced ahout two hundred yards against enemy reslistance.
Seven Japanese were killed,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

During the morning of September 8th, motor torpedo
boats, operating along the north cosst of KOLOMBANGARA
IBLAND, destroyed a camouflaged enemy barge in the vielnity

Later that day, another barge was strafed by Corsairs
off the northeastern coaet of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Again
et 5 p.m. four Corsairs attacked and set on fire an enamy
barge on the western coast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, Twelve
Mitchell bombers attacked the VILA strip during the game
afternoon.

On the mnrninﬁ of Beptember Sth, eighteen Liberators
bombed KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA, and started a number of
fires. Fhotographs showed that hits were scored on a fuel
dump, runway, buildings and two coaetal guns. Ten enemy
planes, attempting to intercept, were attacked by twenty-
elght Allied fighters and one enemy plane was destroyed.
One of our fighters is miesing. In the same area, twenty-
nine other Allled fighters engaged twenty-three enemy
fightere and destroyed two, ne of our fighters falled to
return to 1te base.

On September 7th, carrier type planes operated from
the fleld on BAKER IBLAND where a five thousand foot strip
ie usable. It 18 estimated that fighters can commence
operationes at about noon September 1lth, Unlcading of
stores and supplies continued although slowed by the narrow
beach and frequent casualties to boats.

On Beptember 8th an enemy plane in the vicinity of
BAKER ISLAND was reported damaged by a Liberator boumber.
The destroyer RADFORD claimed to have shot down an enemy
E%;E;A;Eiuh may have been the same one that engaged the

On Beptember 7th at 1:45 p.m. an enemy bomber strafed
our positione without damage on NANUMEA, ELLICE ISLANDS,
Later, between 3:08 and 4:40 p.m., approximately ten twin
engine bombers, approached singly and by threes and made
numercus rune over the lsland. Although twenty bombs were
dropped, causing slight material damage and personnel
casualties, 1t 1s believed that the enemys mission was
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On September lst, MARCUS IEBLAND in the Central Pacifio
Ares, was atteocked by a Taesk Force conelgting of the Alr-
graft Carrlera ESSEX, ¥YCRKTCWN, and INDEPENDENCE, the
Battleship INDIANA, the Light CrulsersMASHVILLE and MOBILE
and thelr esceort group, DESTROYER SQUADRON 25,

The first atteck was launched at 3:40 a.m. with in-
cendlarles and, apperently, took the enemy by surorise.
The islend wae sgain hit at 5:03 a.m. end agailn at 6:0C a.m.
From there on untll ebout two o'clock in the afternoon,
Intermittent ettecks continued.

Initially snti-sireraft fire was heavy but lessened
to zero ss the morning wore on. Seven medium bombers, the
island's total, were destroyved on the ground. A small
tanker was sunk and it 1s reported that elghty per cent
of the lelend'e military lnstsllations were destroyed.

The radio station wes sllenced but apparently repczire were
effected beceuse at twenty minutes to one in the sfterncon
2 new, or auxiliery transmitter, wes hecard broadcasting,

We lost three plenes from the YORKTOWN - an Avenger
end twa Helloata,
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Cur troope on VELLA LAVELLA have met enemy reslstance
at BOKC MISBICON, on the northeastern end of the Island.

In the dusk of the evening of September 8th, Corsalre
etrafed and badly dameged one barge in RINGI CovE &end
another one in WEBSTER COVE, both in the southern part of
KQL%¥53¥Gth ISLAND. After the atteck, fires were obeserved
gt .

During the forenoon of Beptember 6th, two Corsasire
strafed a barge and left it on fire at KUNDU KUNDU which
is on the western side of XOLCOMPANGARA.

Cn September 7th at 0230, four PT Loate attacked
three barges off TANBAMA pltusted at the northwestern tin

aof VELLA VELLA. Two PT boete were loet when they grounded
on a real doling 26 knote.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the night of Bepteumber 4th and &th, a
ennoping Liberator made contact with two shipe in
BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS AREA. One of the vescele was
pogelibly sunk.

At eleven o'clock on September 5th, Dauntless
Dive-bombers and Avengers with a fighter escort blested
enemy positiona on PARAPATU POINT north-east of VILA,
from which place the enemy hee been shelling BAEROKO
HAREOR, NEW GECRGIA ISLAND., Many direct hlts were
cbgerved in the terget area and & possible ammunlitlon
dump was exploded.

In the early afternoon of September Bth, twenty-
four Liberators bombed VILA, KOLOMEANGARA TSLAND,

On Beptember 5th at two-thirty ln the afternoon,
Corsaires strafed & new Jep nosition at ZOGA which ls
sbout elght miles southeaet of KAKABA, CHOIBEUL ISLAND.
A church wae set on fire which wae belleved to be hous-
ing the enemy. A villege which was thought to be a
bivouac center for three hundred troope wae thoroughly
etrafed.

On Beptember 8th, Jjust s little after noontlme,
MORGUSAIA ISLAND, SHORTLANDS AREA, waes bombed and
gtrafed by Avengers, Alracobras, Hellcats and Corsairs.
These flighte were interccnted over the target area
by twenty to twenty-five Zero fighters, some of which
just harmlessly dropped aerlal bombe. Five Zeros were
shot down; two of our Alrscobres are mleslng.

On September Sth, Mitchell bombere blasted defenelve
noeitione and shore inetallatione at KAKABA, CHOISEUL
ISLAND. Three fires were gtarted.

Cn September Sth, cne of two Jap forces on the

northeactern shore of ARUNDEL ISLAND ie partlally
surr-unded by our ground forceas.
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On Beptember 6, in the wvicinity of SOSCRUANA ISLAND
located in the northern part of KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND,
PT boate stymied the eeveral attempte by three Jap
barges to make for the eea, When the PT's closed for
action, the enemy beached their shipe.
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On Sentember 4th, sixty miles west of BAKER ISLAND,
CENTRAL PACIFIC Area, a carrier-bseed Hellcat (F&F
Graummen fighter) destroyed a Japsnese four-engine flying
boat.

The 28 "HALIBUT", returnlng from & war patrol in the
CEMTHAL PACIFIC Area, reporte sinking two frelghters
totaling 9,700 tone and demeging one DD.
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On the seme night, our destroyere eank three enemy
barges north of KOLCMBANGARA ISLAND instead of two ae pre-
viously reported.

HEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION

During September 4th, our ground foreces encountered
enemy resletance in the form of machine gun rnd light
mortar fira in the northesatern sector of ARUNDEL ISLAND,
inlingﬁher logelity on the eame ieland, two Japsnese were

1lled.

On the socuth shore of BATROKD HARECR our troope were
sublected to intermlttent enemy artillery fire.

In the viecinlity of BOKO VILLAGE, northeastern VELLA
LAVELLA, our troops killled twelve Japanese, including one
officer. Ceptured documents indicate m=n orgenized enemy
posltion in the BOKO MISSION - KCRCOLOPE BAY AREA. Two
more Japanese survivors of the Aupust 8th lHavel action in
VELLA GULF have been captured on VELLA LAVELLA ISLAND,

Our psatrole report the Jopanese as having evacusted
the mainland of BANTA ISABEL ISLAND. A aquentity of food
aturre and munlitions were left by the enemy.’
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‘B SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

Ag & diversion to the heavy bombing of KAHILI on the
aefternoon of September 2nd, 6%f&i;§%§g%glxitchalls, Daunt-
less and Avengers struck at i CHBANGARA ISLAND,
Numerous firees were started. Although slx of our planes

were demeged, ell olapnes returned to thelr base.

During the afternoon of Sentember 2nd, & Nawvy Corseir
ghot down an enemy bomber in the vieinity of RERNELL
I8LAND,

On the night of Beptember 2nd, & reconnelseance Liberator
sank two large enemy barges off the southwast coesst of
CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At sbout noon, Beptember Zrd, tuwenty-three Fortresses,
covered by glxtyeone fightere, bombed KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA.
Our flghtere engaged twenty enemy Zercs snd shot down one.
An unknown number aof Zeros were shot down by our bombers.

Cne of our rfighters failed to return.

At 6146 p.m., Beptember Ord, flve Avenpgers bonbed the
VILA runwsy on KOLOCMBANGARA IELAND,

Prior to noon on Sentember 4th, nine Liberatore, es-
corted by forty-one fightere, bombed BALLALE T8LAMD, SHCRT-
LAND AREA. Many bombe were seen to fall along the runway
gnd the fighter strip. Seversl fires end explosione were
at: ‘rt!d..

At 12:51 p.m. Sentember 4th, nine Navy Liberators
attacked the enemy bivouac area in the wielnity of DULD
CCVE on southern KOLOMBANGARA ISLAMD, As & result of this
attack five firee were started. Leter thet afternoon,
EiEEE%:Eﬂﬂ.mnﬂinm_hnmhn:n. dive bombers snd torpedo bombers
attacked the game sres and, in addition, VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAKD, One of our dive tnmburs wag shot dcwu by anti—
alreraft fire but the orew wes recovered.

Motor torpedo boate demaged and poselbly destroyed
twn enemy bargee in VELLA GQULF on the night of September
3rd=4th. In this operation our motor torpedo boats were
gttacked by enemy flont plenee =snd one boat sustalned some

damage .
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BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Copt'd,)

On the morning of Beptember let, the initisl landing
wes made iln the occcupation of BAKER IBLAND, Due to weather
end a material casualty on the U.5.85. ASHLAND (landing ship
doeck), whieh nrevented the leunching of eix of the fourteen
LOM'e, the unloading of supplies has been prolonged, The
fighter strip 1s reported well under way.

On the afternoon of 8eptember 2né, four squadrons of
Liberators attacked KAHILI, BHCRETIAND AREA. Yumerous hita
were seored on bridges, seerchlight positlione and beach in-
stsllations, Three enemy planee on the ground were nbeerved
burning as a result of the attack.

About thirty to thirty-five Zeroe attacked osur bombere
‘and -dropped three serial boubs, The enemy attack was weakly
exeouted., Our Corsaire shot dowm five of the enemy plenes,
We lost two fighters. Hellcets (F8F) opersted for the first
time in this sree =nd assisted as cover for the bombers.

The following day, KAHILI wae strefed by Coresire ond
four grounded planes were seen to explode,

On September 3rd, two Liberators bombed VILA nnd RINGI
CCVE, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

Lete on September 3rd, four Mltchells, escorted by
flghters, attacked WEBSTER COVE, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND in the
hope of deetroying a barge concentration and a suell cargo
veasel reported in the vielnity. Other medium bombers
struck the same area at 6:45 p.m. but the detsile of these
attacke have not been received,

During the night of September 3rd-4th, two of our des-
troyere sank two enemy barges north of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,

It is reported that one of our destrovers attacked snd
gunsibly genk a Japanese pubmarine during the night of
epterber 3rd, north northwest of ESPIRI SANTO.

Cne of our transports were unsuccessfully attacked by
& elngle Japanese bouwber emst of BSAN CHRISTOPHER ISLAND,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)
NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATICNE

On August 3lst - Beptember lst, The Firet Battalion
36th U. B. Infantry advenced north to the NIAROVAI AREA,
eest coast of VELLA LAVELLA. HNo enemy was contacted by
patrole operating in the viecinity of RURAVAL, east coast
of VELLA LAVELLA.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The United Btates rubmarine SNOOK, apparently on
reccnnelesance in the viclnity of MARCUS ISLAND, reported
that our task force attack effectively destroved nine-
tenthe of the surface construction. The radis and radar
towers are still stending. Planes were not vieible in tha
alr or on the island, and surface vergels were not seen.
Photographse have been taken prior to and after the attack,
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During the morning of August 3lst, twenty-two Hitchells,
slxteen Avengera and thirty-four Deuntless dive bonbere
attacked VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. MNumerous hits were
scored on gun emplacementas, ineluding & flve-inch coastal .
battery. In addition, a berge wae scen to expleode. Through-
out the day ocur artillery continued the bombardment of VILA.

On Auguet 3let, an unreported number of our destroyers,
while protecting retiring lending croft, were cttacked off
VELLA LAVELLA by elx enemy Zeross snd twelve dive bombers.
Four Warhawke intercepted the enemy plenee and shot dowm
five dlve bLombers. None of our planes were loct.

In five enemy railds on VELLA LAVELLA during August
3let, our antl-alrcraft batterles revort shooting down four
enemy planea.

Groups of Jepanese reported cn the northeast cosset of
VELLA LAVELLA are being hunted down by our troops,
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PACIFIC ACTION 4

On August 29th, an unreported number of Navy Coreelre Y
attacked and set on fire two enemy barges end a small steam
veegsel in the vicinlty of northeastern VELLA LAVELLA,

On the early morning of August 30th, motor torpedo
boate sank a eéventy-foot loaded enemy barge north of BAKA e
BAKA, eest coast of VELLA LAVELLA. Thet nlght other torpedo
boats damagud two barges off the northern cozet of KCLOMBAN-
GARA ISLAND,

A Navy Corssir ehnt down an enemy fighter plane south
of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on August. 30th,

At 6:30 p.m. August 30th, twenty-four Liberators dronped
hundrede »f bombe along the runway at KAHILI, SHCRTLAND AREA.
Poor wisilbllity prevented cbservation of results. About e
fifty to slxty Japanese plenes mttacked our bombers snd, in “;,:
a running engagement as far as GANCNIGA ISLAND, thirty-elx s
enemy planee were shot down. We lost one bomber and five
fighters.

Two other Liberators foiled to reach the KAHILI terget
area =nd, as £n alternative, bombed REKATA BAY. No snti- . g\
alreraft fire was encountered. Reporte from a coast watcher
tend to substantiate the posslbllity thet thls area wes
evacuated by the enemy.

NEW GECRGIA AREA GROUND SITUATION

On Monday, August 30th, our forces continued their un- UJPH
opposed advance on ARUNDEL ISLAND end made preparaticns to
shell VILA, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND with 156 mm gune.
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On August 22, one of pur reconnalssance planee

engaged & Japenese Lomber west of NEW GECRGIA, BEoth
vlanes were damaged.

On Auguet 30, a number of Liberctors contacted
Tive enemy ships to the north of BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT.
A bomb hit was scored on ocne of the enemy vessele.

The rollowlng successes have been reported by
pur submerines. etalls at preesent are not avellable.
The PADDLE reported sinking one

enemy ehlp., Thie submarine operated off
the Japanese Coast.

The FINBACK completed a patrol in
the PHILIPPINES where she esnk 16,000 tons
and damaged 14,000 tons of enemy shipping.

The PIKE cperating in the CAROLINE
ISLANDB reported one tanker sunk, cne carrisr
end two frelghters damaged.

The BNAPPER gank an B,600 ton ship
moored in APRA HARBOR, GUAM,
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During the afternoon »f August 27th, Hevy Corsazires
get on fire two snemy barges and damaged a third, weat of
the VILA RIVER MOUTH, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. On the same
day, Army Airscobras strafed enemy berges hidden in RINGI
COVE, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND.

During the esrly morning of August 28th, & Navy Corssir,
covered by two other Corealrs, strsfed the parking area st
KAHILI airfield, SHORTLAND AREA. Eight enemy nlanes were
seen burning on the rleld ms 2 result »f this attack. Ex-
plosione and fires visible for twenty miles were started.

Cn the eerly afternoon of Auguset 28th, twelve Army
Mitchells bombed eneeg poeltione in the northweatern pert
of BANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Eighteen Tighters deetroyed a
number of enemy barges and, ln additlon, strafed hute and
a possible redio station.

A search plane operating from GUADALCANAL on the eerly
af'terncon of August 28th, dameged an enemy gunboat north
of NEW IRELAND.

Cn August 29th, & Liberator bombed an enemy vesegel

twelve miles north of KIETA, BOUQAINVILLE ISLAND, Results
were unobserved,
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the night of August 27th-28th, = number of our
motor torpedc boate were unsuccesefully attacked by enemy
nlanes esouth of GANONGGA ISLAND,
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20 SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,) '|,‘ [
|

Enemy =ir attacked our forces on VELLA LAVELLA six
V times on the 25th of August, resulting in a loss of one
killed, eleven wounded. Marine AA gunners in thet sres
report shooting down ten and noseibly twelve enemy plenes
elnce our forces ncounled the island,

On the afterncon of the 25th, three enemy small crart,
poeslbly MTB's,were destroyed by two Kittyhawks off the
coast of CHOISEUL.

On the afternocon of the 26th, an hundred-font steamer
and two motor boate were set afire off northern GONCHGGA
ISLAND by two Kittyhawks.

Lete on the afternoon of August 26th, nine Navy Lib-
erators, in sn attack on one of three enemy destroyers,
scored & direct hit with a five hundred pound bomb. This
sctlon took place northeset of BUKA. The veessel was last
seen under way at fifteen knots.

At sbout the same time, KAHILI, BOUGAINVILLE, was
bombed by fifteen Liberators. Thirty Zeroe attacked the
formetion over the terget and followed cur bombers as far
ae KOLCMBANGARA during their return flight., Twelve Zeros
were destroyed during the aetion, all U,S. planes returning.
REKATA BAY was attacked by seven Liberators, & large ex-
ploelon and fire wae obeerved.

Enemy landing barges in the southern KOLOMBANGARA AREA
were boubed and strafed for the third successlve sy on the
26th,
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e® SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'a,)

On Auguet 24th, four Alraccbras strafed KAKASA on the
southwest coast of CHCISEUL., Three emall fires were
etarted, one barge was sunk and snother damaged.

On Auguet £5th, Mitchelle, Avengers and Dsuntless
planea carrled on thelr attacks on enemy barge centers and
defensive positions in WEESTER and ELLIOT COVES in southern
KOLOMBANGARA. Three lerge fires were sterted,

During the afternocon of August 25th, Corsairs, War-
havwks and Kittyheawke covered six Liberators in & smash at
the runways at KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA. On the return trip
cur flight was pursued by fifty to sixty enemy fighters.
The Corsaire destroyed four of them.

During the same afternocon, Liberatore blasted SUATANAU
POINT, REKATA BEY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

Cn August 26th, the fourth echelon arrived at BARAKOMA,
VELLA LAVELLA without suffering cesualties, desnite =
bombing in GIZ0 STRAIT while enroute.

During the night of August 25th-28th, our PT boats,
while operating in the southern end of KULA GULF, came upon

evidence of demage infllcted upon the enemy in very recent
engagements. A large barge was observed nearly submerged

off TUNGUIRILI PoI on the northern shore of KOLOMBANGARA,

enéd another was found on the beach at BAIROKC HARECOR, NEW ,
GECRGIA.

NEW GEORGIA CGROUND QFERATIONS

The resistance of the enemy on the ieland of NEW GEORGIA
hag completely collapesed. We have occupled both sides of
BAERCKC HARBOR. Prepared pnsitions were left intsct on
DRAGON PENINSULA. Large quantities of food were coptured |
as also were twenty large trucks.

On ARUNDEL ISLAND, Just west of NEW GEQRGIA I8LAND,
the etrength of the enemy has not yet been determined, how-
ever, the islande to the south of it and to the weet of
BAANGA ISLAND have been taken over without resistance.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

During the night of August 23rd-24th, PT boats from
FENDCOVA conducted variocue scouti tasks in the waters sur-

rounding the scuthern pert of VELLA LAVELLA and the weetern
elde of KOLOMBANGARA. One group of four PT's landed pas-
sengers at BILOA, VELLA LAVELIA. On thelr return trip,
they were bombed end etrafed without casuslties or demege,
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On Auguet 23, a little after noontime and agein
about five P.M., our fighter planes intercepted the
enemy over VELLA LAVELLA, We destroyed nine of them
and damaged an additional two., No casualtiee were
suffered by us.

At the dawn of August 23, fifteen enemy planes
attempted a etrike st MUNDA but turned tail. However,
two additional planes manasged to sneak in and drop two
bombe, No personnel casualties were received but a
Corsalr was badly dameged.

NEW GEQRGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

Partes of the 25th Division have extended thelr
advance through PIRU PLANTATION to a polnt over three
quartere of a mile north of CUTTER POINT. Very little
enemy opposltion wae met. A few of our artlllery guns
are now within range of BAEROKC HAREOR. The muddy
eondition of the roade has slowed up the advance of
additional gune. On BAANGA ISLAND the 43rd Divieion
continues advaneing i1ts patrol. No enemy opposition
has been met in the last few days.
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During 21 August enemy alr force made three
gttacke on our LST'e and surface screen at BARAKOMA,
VELLA LAVELLA. BSome damage occurred to our forces
from near mleses.

On 22 August, B PT's made a davlight reconnalesance
of coves in southern KOLOMBANGARA. In ELLIOTT COVE threy
attacked six enemy barges. No assessment of damage could
be made due to the heavy comblned fire from the barges
and ghore, Other Covee scouted were HUNDA and SAMBIRA,
One of ocur PT's wae badly damaged from shore fire and
three of i1te personnel were killed snd seven wounded.

Durlng the afterncon of 22 August, Avengers and
Mitchells bombed suspected enemy staging points at OULA
end SUPATO on the southwest coast of VELLA LAVELLA,
Target areas were thoroughly blasted.

BUBMARINE SINKINGS:

The submerine POMPON returning from her first war
patrol in the Bouthwest Paciflc reports elnking a 6800
ton frelghter on 21 July with three hite out of four
torpedos fired. On the same occaslon she slsoc damaged
a8 5700 ton frelghter with twe hite out of four torpedos
fired. Both of these attacke were at night.
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On August 2lst, in the morning, elght PT's operating
out of RENDOVA HARBOR, attacked snd burned a fifty foot
enemy barﬁg at TURQOVILU ISLAND, which is off the weet
coast of LLA LAVELLA. Enemy personnel abandoned the

eraft.

During "‘the morning of August 2lst, a rlight of U.8,
Mitchells, U.B8. Airacobras and Warhawks, plloted by New
Zealand pllots, strafed enemy barges ln MARQUAMA BAY in
northern VELLA LAVELLA, TINPUTS HARECR in northern BOU-
GAINVILLE ISLAND, snd TIMBALA EAY in nerthern VELLA LAVELLA.
They slso strafed & wrecked barge in DOVELI CCVE and two

0ld berges in PARASC BAY, both placee in VELLA LAVELLA.

The results were not reported.

Other sesrch planes sighted enemy bsrges, landing on
M Bmm ISLAND, which is juet west of MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA.

On August 22nd, PT's amttacked eleven enemy barges
entering or leaving BAIROKC HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND,
In spite of heavy fire from the bargee and ehore batterles,
many hite were made on the enemy vessels., Twn of the
barges were reported damaged and one turned back.

NEW GECHGIA GROUND OPERATIONS
éF\ The south end of BAANGA ISLAND has been cccupled by

our forcea. Two enemy five-inch gune, located st the south
tip of the 1slend, have been captured.

/ Qur patrols have met no oppositlion in thelr movement
fiy to the southwest shore of BAIROKC HARBOR, NEW GEORGIA ISLAND.

\E These pstrol lines are being extended to the harbor mouth.
& Our heavy guns are being moved up, five of our 165 Howltzere

are now in the vieinity of ZIETA.

On VELLA LAVELLA, improvement of defenses continues and
patrol actlivitles are being extended,
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o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On the night of August 20th at 8:20 p.m., Bseven motor
torpedo boate engagad slX enemy barges enroute from BAIROKO
OR, MEW GECRGIA to VILA, KCLOMBANGARA ISLAND. One

enemy barge wee sunk, others were damaged,
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On Auguet 18th, two Navy Coresirs encountered six Zerns
over KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA, and ghot down two. All of our
planes returned wlthout damage.

During the efterncon of Auguet 18th, eight Army Mitchells,
in a sweep over VELLA LAVELLA pnd CHOISEUL ISLAND, bombed end
sank a hundred-foot barge st KAKASA, south central CHOISEUL
ISLAND. A landing craft was damaged st PARASC BAY, north-
eastern VELLA LAVELLA, and other berges were strafed in the
vicinity of TIMBALA BAY, northwest VELLA LAVELLA,

During the late afternoon of August 19th, our aircraft
sank the Japanese submarine I-17 (2,180 tons), fifty-five
miles south-southeset of AMADEE LIGHT, NOUMEA, NEW CALEDONIA.
The submarine wae previcusly depth charged by = New Zesland
Corvette. 5lx enemy survivore have been recovered.

During the night of August 19th-20th, four of our des-
troyers, ln a sweep of the waters surrounding VELLA LAVELLA
ISLAND and GIZO STRAIT, attacked s surfaced enemy submarine
with unknown reeulte, west of RENDOVA ISLAND. In sdditlon,
two emall, fest oraft were esunk by gunfire off DOVELI, north-
eastern VELLA LAVELLA. During thie operation our destroyere
were intermlittently bombed by enemy sirerart but suffered no
damage .

In connection with the Auguet 18th night destroyer en-
gagement mentioned in the summary of August 19th, a coast
watcher reports having seen three Jansnese ships sink off
northern VELLA LAVELLA on the early morning of August 18th.
It 1e believed that survivors of these shlos sre on the
north eoast of the island.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On Auguet 18th, the 43rd Divielon pushed ahead about
Tour hundred yards on their right flank. The following day
thle divielon edvanced one battalion asround enemy resistance
end moved slx hundred yerds to the south.

The 25th Divielon reported no contact with the enemy.
The attack egeinst BAIROKC HARECR by the 25th Division lg
scheduled for August 2lst, providing the weether is favorable.
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» SOUTH PACIFIC AGTION a,

Upon informetion received from & natrol plane, four of
.our destroyers interceoted an equal number of enemy dee-
troyere escorting a number »f enemy barges off VELLA GULF.
In a twenty-nine minute engagement, which began at fifty-
elght minutes past midnight August 18th, sur destroyers
serlously demeged two enemy destroyere, one of which pro-
bebly eenk. The third destroyer was also hit,

Due to the necessity of destroying the dlsperaing
enemy barges, our shipe were unable to concentrate on the
deetruction of the destroyers. It 1s probsble that & number
of these barges landed on the northesst coast of VELLA
LAVELLA. Although the enemy surface units were alded by
elght plenee which dropped bombe durlng the action, our
ships did not suffer sny damsge or cseueltiees.

During the eame night, three additional destroyers,
one patrol craft and three LS8Te, while retiring south from
BARAKOMA, were heavily attacked by enemy planes with bombe
and torpedoes. Two of the destrovers collided while en-
geged in leying & emoke screen. One veseel suffered moder-
ate damsge to the bow. Cne LST burned and wae loet. Damsge
to the enemy has not as yet been determined.

On the afterncon of Auguet 17th, dive bombers snd
torpedo plenes attacked probable enemy gun emplacements an
BAANGA ISLAND snd other nearby islsnds in an attenpt to
destroy theee batteries which were intermittently shelling
our positions in the wicinity of MUNDA,

At 2:45 a.m. two of our motor torpedo boate attacked
three larga and five smaller enemy barges one mile south-
east of VILA, KOLOMEANGARA ISLAND. Results of this engage-
ment were undetermined.

NEW RGIA GROUND SITUATION

There 1e no anpreciable chenge in the ground eituation,
Coordinated air &nd ground cperatisns are in rogress to
locate end destroy enemy guns on BAANGA ISLAND and vieinity
where no ground progrese hzg been made, Pstrols of the
26th Divielon are patrolling and other units ere operating
against the road north of BAIROKO HARBOR. '
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'é.)

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS.

On August 15, elemente of the 25th divieion
pushed forward to the shore line of HATHORN SOUND near
the PIRU Plantation without encountering serious enemy
resletance. The 43rd Divielon encountered strong
oppoeition at BAANGA ISLAND,

Late on August 16th, a number of ghells fired by
enemy artlllery emplaced on BAANGA ISLAND and other nearby
lelands fell in the viecinity of MUNDA, NEW GECRGIA. The
enemy posltions were taken under fire by our guns.
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On Auguet 16, 4,600 troops ineluding 700 Naval
personnel and 2300 tone of equipment and supplies were
landed at EARAKOMA, VELLA LAVELLA. Throughout the day
enemy dive bombers and fighter planes attacked our beach-
heeds intermittently. Our fighters intercepted three
of the enemy formatione and eghot down seventeen Zeroce
end ten dive bombers. We lost two planes but the pilot
of one wae recovered.

At €:15 p.m., Auguet 15, 8 Corsalrs intercepted at
KIHILI, SHORTLAND Area, 20 enemy planes returninz from
VELLA LAVELLA and ghot down 5 fighters and 2 dive bombere.
Cne Corsair failed to return. During the same afterncon,
11 Mitchells bombed REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND and
etarted two fires in enemy supply dumpe.

At B:54 p.m. on Auguet 15, while retiring from VELLA
LAVELLA, 4 of our destroyers and 12 LCT's were attacked by
an unknown number of Japanese torpeds bombers. Although
& number of torpedocs and bombe were dropped, our ships did
not suffer any damege. One enemy plane wae shot down.

A Liberator bombed the air strip, dispersal and supnly
ares at the BUKA Airfield during the early morning of
Aupuet 18th. Later that morning, 5 Liberators attacked
REKATA BAY, BANTA ISABEL ISLANKD,

That night & Navy Avengers attacked REKATA BAY and
HAYCOCK ISLAND in MANNING STRAIT, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND.

On the afternoon of August 16, heavy medium and dive
bombers covered by fighter planes attacked enemy anti-
alrcraft defense posltions and supply erecs ot VILA,
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. The KAPE HARBOR instellatiocne (north-
east of VILA) were alen attacked.

Prisoners captured on VELLA LAVELLA identified three
of the deetroyerse eunk in VELLA GULF in the surface engage-
ment on the night of Auguet 5-7: KAWAKAZE, ARASHI, and
HAGIKAZE. A fourth unidentified destroyer was aleo belleved
sunk.
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At 1 a.m. August 17, eeven motor torpedo boate
engaged four enemy barges and shore batteries off
BAIRDKO Harbor, NEW GEORGIA, with undetermined reeults.
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At 11:14 a.m. Auguet 16th, a Ventura medium bomber
engaged & new type four-engine Japanese flying boat in
the vleinity of VAITUPU ISLAND, ELLICE ISLAND GROUP,

In the engagement that followed our plane wae con-
gidersbly ehot up. Damage to the enemy plane wae not
determined.
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The liberty ship, M. E. DeYoung, was toroedned forty
miles snuth of TONGATABU, Assistance has bteen desneteched
in order to tow the weeseel to port,
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l4th, twelve Avengers, in pairs, bombed various targets
in the REKATA BAY AREA,

H Qur motor torpedo boats, engaged in transporting one

| company of Army troops to VELLA LAVELLA, sustained s

1 severe bomblng and strafing atteck by enemy planes. Two
\ boats were damaged and some casualties suffered,
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At 10:07 a.m. Auguet 13th, twelve Army Mitchells
attacked REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Due to poor
v1sibility, results of the attack were uncbserved,

SRET

H“

At about the seme time, twenty-two Navy Avengere and
thirty-cne dive bombers, togathar with nine Flying
Fortresees, bombed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. All our
planes returned, althoupgh seven were slightly damaged by
enemy alroraft fire.

Late in the afternoon of August 13th, thirteen of
our fightere intercepted thirty Zeros over MUNDA. One
Zero was shot down. All of our plsnes returned,

At 7:12 p.m. Auguet 13th, eight Army Liberators
bombed enemy positions on the south side of SALLALE TSLAND
with uncbeerved results. Our bombers were attacked
several times by two enemy night flghtere, one of which
was posslbly shot down.

During the same evening, three Army Liberators
bombed enemy positions in the REKATA BAY AREA, BSANTA
ISABEL ISLAND, and VILA, KOLOMEANGARA BL AND, with un-
observed results.

At 7:20 p.m. August 13th, thirteen Army Liberators
bombed the south end of the KIHILI strip, SHORTLAND AREA.
Resulte of this attack were uncbserved. Four of our
bombers exchanged fire with two enemy night fightere. No
damage was sustained,

A Navy patrol plane (PBY) encountered a four-engine
bomber over HOWLAND ISLAND at 11:45 p.m. Auguet 13th. Al-
though our plane was damaged, 1t succeeded in returning
to 1ts base.

On the night of Auguset 13th, enemy planes came in
behind a rlight of our bombers returning to CGUADALCANAL

end sank the naval traneport, JOHN PENN, with bombs and
torpeds.

During the night and early merning of August 13th-
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NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

The left flank of the Twenty-Fifth Divielon, ad-
vancing sgainet BAIROKO, overcame immediate enemy re-
eistance snd advanced fifteen hundred yards. The right
flank ie in position southeamst of BAIRCKO.

A patrol from the Forty-Third Divislen was repulsed
after encountering heavy enemy fire on BAANGA TSLAND,
Juat northweat of MUNDA POINT.
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,ea_ - SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the night of August 10th, our motor torpedo
boate probably sank one of two emsell enemy auxiliaries
encountered close to the shoreline of southwestern
KOLOVMBANGARA ISLAND,

Five Army Liberators bombed enemy positions in the
REKATA BAY AREA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on August 1llth.

On the same day, seven Liberators bombed and
strafed two small enemy cergo vesselsa north of NEW
IRELAND, A number of bombe were cbeerved to fsll close
to one of theee ehips.

On Auguet 1llth, the 38 MATHEW LYONS was torpedoed
by an enemy submarine seventy mlles off CAPE CUMBERLAND,
ESPIRITU SANTC. The vessel was able to reach port the
following day.

During the night of August 11th-12th, our motor
torpedo boate attacked a large enemy barge off south-
east VELLA LAVELLA, The barge was left beached with
no apparent slgns of life aboaerd.

At 12:15 p.m. August 12th, twenty-five Army Libera-
tors, escorted by thirty fighters, attacked the KIHILI
airdrome (SHORTLAND AREA). Considersble damage was
shown by photographs taken during the attack. Twenty
enemy planes were obeerved burning on the ground and
elght othere in the viecinity probably damaged.

Cur planes, retiring after the attack, were get
upon by thirty enemy fighters. In the ensulng engage-
ment, eleven enemy planes were shot down. We lost two
planes but one pllot was recovered.

At dusk, August 12th, three squadrons of Army Lib-
erators attacked KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA.

Enemy positiona in the REKATA BAEY AREA, BSANTA
IBABEL IS8 , were haraesed throughout the morning and
night of Auguat 12th-13th, by half-hourly bombing
attacke.
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During the night of August 7th-8th, the United States
destroyer, BUCHANAN, attacked and ﬁrubably seank an enemy
submarine north of ESPIRITU SANTO ISLAND,

On the night of August 9th-10th, United States desa-
troyers, on a eweep of VELLA GULF, contacted four Japenese
barges close to the shore and sank two of them.

On the morning of Auguet 9th, twenty-two Army Libera-
tore hesvily bombed VILA, XOLOMBANGARA ISLAND, A large
fire wae started in the viclnity of the landing strip.
Later that morning, ten Army Mitchells sgain bombed VILA.

On the morning of August 9th, thirty-five Navy dive
bombers, escorted by Wildcats, attacked BAIROKC, WEW
GEORGIA.

At 3:30 p.m. August 10th, fourteen of our fighters
intercepted an enemy force of sbout fifty Tlghters and
low level bombers over the RENDOVA-NEW GEORGIA AREA.
Two Zeros were ghot down. We lost one plane but the
pllot was recovered.

In the forenocon of August 11th, five Army Liberetors
bombed the REKATA BAY AREA, BANTA IBSABEL ISLAND, Numerous

hite were scored among enemy installations.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

Qur troops advancing from the south towards BAIROKOC,
have ;nntautaﬁ elements of our forces operating from
ENOGAI.

The left flank of our asdvance from the south is
seven thoussnd yardes north northwest of MUNDA and hae
encountered frontal reslstance. The right flank has
reached the BAIROCKC RIVER, four thousand yarde eoutheast
of BAIROKO HARBOR.

- 486 =




CoMINGH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
T NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

9 a.m. 11 March, 19843,

SRET
o SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The pubmerine SCAMP, returning from patrol in the
BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGC area reports sinking an enemy sub-
marine of the I clase on July 27th. On July 26th a
large tanker wae damaged.
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Early on the morning of August Bth, twenty-four
Dauntless and twelve Avengers, covered by thirty-one

Coreairse, bombed enemy positiona at VILA, KOLOMBANGARA
ISLAND,

Hite were observed on targets. There was intense
anti-al reraft fire, as a result af which, one plsne was
hit. All our planes returned.

- 484 -




CoMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF H“
EE!;QEE;!;QF NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. £, 5
'__- g B...Ilh la A Bt 19451 /
'.J‘!L‘“jf'r - Mga
peP SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO '3

A force of twelve Avengers and eighteen Dauntless
planes, on the afternoon of August Sth, attacked enemy
positions in the VILA AREA of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND,
followed by a flight of Mitchelle escorted by a large
force of Coreairs, Lightninge and Airacobras, Numerous
hite were reported,

Twelve of the Corssirs etrafed a fuel dump at REKATA

BAY on the return flight, setting it afire. No U.S.
planee were lost.
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COMINCH

On 7 Auguet, in the morning, a rlight of Warhawks,
Corsairs snd bombers bombed the harbor entrence and
contiguous watere at BAIROKC HARBOR, NEW GEDRGIA ISLAND.
Fires were started and snti-sircraft batteries were
silenced. No attempt wms made to intercept our planes.
One dive bomber was lost on the return flight,

On the afterncon of 7 August, thirty to sixty Zeros
end bombere were over RENDOVA ISLAND, NEW GEORGIA. A
number of bombs were dropped on LUMBARI, KOKCRANA and
BARABUNI ISLANDS. On the enemy's last run, we lost five
men and one Jap prisoner when bombe fell on the 17th
Fleld Hoepital.

Cur anti-alreraft defenses destroyed three bombers.
Elght Werhawks, four of which were plloted by the
Royal New Zealand Air Force, and four U.S. Army Kittyhawke,

intercepted the Zerce.

The Warhawke destroyed three of the Zerss. All ocur
planee returned esafely.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

On € August, during the afternoon, & force of Flying
Fortresees, Liberators, Mitchells, Avengers, Dmintless and
Corsairs bombed enemy boses at REKATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL
ISLAND.

Hite were scored on the camp and dump areas on PAPATURA
FA ISLAND, PAPATURA ITE ISLAND and on SIKATUA FAIS.

It is reported that the anti-aireraft installations
were completely knocked out. One of our Dauntless planes,
enroute to the target, was reported missing off the south
tip of BANTA ISABEL ISLAND.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 11:35 p.m. August 6th, & task group of six United
States destroyers engsged an enemy group of one light
erulger snd three destroyers in VELLA GULF, NEW GECRGIA.

In an action which lasted one hour, our destroyers
attacked with torpedoes and gpunfire and definitely sank
three of the enemy ships, including the crulger., There
ls 2 poseiblility that all four of the enemy ships were
sunk, Our force did not suffer any casualties.
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Qur motor torpeds boats have been active in the res-
tricted waters of central NEW GECRGIA. A number of Jepanese
barges have been attecked end at leaet two were sunk north-
west of MUNDA on the night of Auguet 3rd and 4th. In
addition, a ninety or one hundred foot enemy vessel was
sunk by motor torpedo hoats south of VANGA VANGA (west
const of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND),

On August 5th, ten Army Liberators attacked REKATA
BAY, SANTA ISAPEL ISLAND. Results of thls attack were not
reported,

At 5:15 p.m. Auguet 5th, seven Army Mitchells, es-
corted by sixteen Navy Corsalrs, attacked poseslble enemy
berges on the northwest coast of GILZ0 ISLAND. In additlon,
targete along the shoreline were strafed and light caliber
fire was sllenced.

Later, at 5:30 p.m. these planes attacked the WEBSTER
CCVE AREA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND and etrafed two enemy
berges. HResults were uncbeerved.

The submarine, PETO, returning from patrol of the NEW
BERITAIN AREA, reports as follows!:

On June 23rd, sank a two thousand ton
Naval suxiliary two hundred and elghty-
five miles north northeast of KAVIENG,
HEW IRELAND.

. I . lr; .
On July 7th, dsmaged & ten thousand — (ian ok r
ton escorted enemy tanker, two hundred Voeo Yrva—
and geventy-five miles northwest of -
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
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NEW GEQORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

MUNDA weas captured by our troops at 3:00 p.m. Auguet
§th., Cleaning up of lsolated pockete of reslstance to the
north continues. Contsct 1e expected with larger enemy
forces to the north of MUNDA. To date, one thousand six
hundred and seventy-one Japaneese are known to have been
killed and twenty-elght captured.

- 478 =




° &

ComiscH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
%w A ARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.
WU RET 4 p.m. 5 August 1943,

BOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

At 10:05 a.m. August 4th, sixteen Navy Corsalrs
attacked the POPORANG CHANNEL AREA (eoutheast coast of
BHORTLAND ISLAND). BSeven enemy float planes were des-
troyed, two bargee set on fire, one barge damaged, and
a small boat sunk. In additlon, elght flres were started
in the dock and supply area on the POPCRANG slide of the
channel.

Between 11:00 a.m., and 11:30 a.m. August 4th, twelve
out of elghteen enemy Zeroes were destroyed over RENDOVA,
HEW GECRGIA in engagements with Navy Corsairse, Wildcate
and Army Warhawks. One Warhawk alone accounted for four
enemy planes. We lost two Wildeats.

During the morning of August 4th, strong formatlone
of Army Mitchells znd Navy dive bombers, supported by
Army and Navy fighters, attaecked enemy positlcone in the
GURASAI-KINDA AREA, northwest of MUNDA. A number of
large and small fires were cbserved ln the target area.
No U.8. logses were sustalned.
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HEW GEORGIA GROUND OPEHATIONS

By Auguat 4th, our right flank advenced to the waters'
edge, elx hundred yarde north of GURASAI, and completed
the encirelement of the enemy at MUNDA, Japeneee resle-
tance wee desperate. Many of the enemy were killed,

Troope to the north have been alerted to prevent an
enemy break through snd retreat.
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The submarine GUARDFISH reporte einking on 13 June

a 4,000 ton enemy cargo vessel elghty-five milee north,
northwest of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN.
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NEW_GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On Auguet 2nd, the left flank of the 43rd Divieion
reached the emstern end of the Munda airfield while the
right flenk occupled the north-eastern part of Bible
Hill.

The 37th Divleion in position on the north side of
our Munda line advanced along the entire front. Enemy
oppoeition stiffened progressively during the day.

Cur forcee operating in the Enogal Area will attempt

to prevent the enemy's escape by closing the northern
exlt from Munda.
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@ NEW GEORGIA BROUND OPERATIONS (Cont'é.)

b right of the Division moved ahead about five hundred
yards.

The 37TH DIVISION in position on the right, or
north end of our MUNDA line, advanced its left about
two hundred yards, while the right moved up five hundred
yarde.

Coneiderable materlsl has been captured and enemy
reslstance is notably lese. In view of indiecstlons of
a possible withdrawal by the enemy, our troops prepared
;05 8 vigoroue attack along the entire line on Auguet
nd.
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‘\‘l SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

During the morning of August 2nd, twelve Army
Mitchells and elx Army Fortresses, escorted by twenty-
nine flghters, bombed the BAIROKO HAREOR AREA. A large
exploelon and a number of firee were started.

During the afterncon of Auguet lst, eighteen Navy
Avengers and eleven Navy dive bombere, covered by fifty-
five fighters, attacked enemy shipping at KIHILI, SHORT-
LAND + One large enemy cargo vessel, or transport,
was set on fire and a tanker damaged. In addition, elght
enemy barges were sunk.

Upon the return flight, the fighter eescort was at-
tacked by sbout twenty-five to thirty Zeroce. One Zero
was shot down and one of our fighter planes i1s miseing.

At sbout the same time that our dive bombers were
attacking enemy shipping, twenty Army Liberators, escorted
by thirty-two fighters, heavily bombed the KAHILI airdrome.
8ix firees were started. Photographes showed a number of
planes damaged.

During the evening of July 3lst, two enemy planes
ralded, without damesge, RENDOVA, NEW GECRGIA. One ralder
wae shot down.

The following morning, a number of enemy dive bombers
agaln attacked our positions at RENDCVA, NEW GEORGIA
without damage. Two of the dive bombers were shot down.
The following afterncon dlve bombers, escorted by Zeros,
dropped bombe over RENDOVA HAREOR. Cne enemy dive bomber
waa seen to crash. Damage to our installations, if any,
hae not been reported.

During the afterncon of August 2nd, twelve Army
Mitchells and eight Army Liberators, with fighter esceort,
bombed enemy Bufiﬁ% dumps at WEBSTER COVE, south coast of
KOLOMBANGARA IS « A number of fires were started.

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATICNE

The left flank, or southern end of our MUNDA line,
is manned by the 43rd DIVISION. Thie Divislon pushed
forward cn its left about twelve hundred yards to within
approximately two hundred yarde of the ailr strip. The
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 7:56 a.m. July 31st, thirty-four Navy Avengers,
escorted by rifty-one fighters, bombed enemy positlions
on MUNDA, NEW GECORGIA. A direct hlt wae scored on a
40 mm gun position. Thirty Zeros attempted to intercept,
and, in the ensulng engagement, two of our fighters were
shot down. One pllot wae recovered.

During the afternoon of July 3lst, formations of
Army Fortreeses, Navy Avengers and Navy Dauntless dive
bombers, escorted by eixty-four fighters, subj)ected
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND to a heavy bombing. Bombs
were dropped in the blvouac area north of the VILA landing
etrip and in the STANMORE PLANTATION AREA. All of our

planes returned.

At 9:45 a.m. August let, elghteen Navy Dauntless
dive bombers and eilghteen Navy Avengers, escorted by
twelve Army Warhawke and silxteen Navy Corsairs, attacked

,// MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A munitions dump wes blewn up =nd

a gun eilenced. No U.8T Ivmcer were sustalned.
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd,)

The submarine, GROUPER, reported thet she was damaged
by friendly sireraft, in a poeltlion about one hundred and
elghty-five miles southwest of the RUSEEL ISLANDS, at
0620K 30 July. Thie, apparently, 1s the same attack aa
that which was reported in thie morning's summsry.

The GROUPER sustained damage to her torpedo tubee
and sound gear and is, at present, enroute to her base.

The submarine, ALBACORE, returned from patrcl and
reported as follows:

July 12th, poesibly damaged a 3,700 ton
carge veesel three hundred and flfteen
miles northweet of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

July 1l9th, damaged a 4,500 ton tranesport
two hundred and twenty mlles north north-
west of EAVIENG, NEW IRELAND,
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.)

At 7:22 a.m. July 30th, one of our eearch planes
sighted, attacked and probably damaged a submarine one
hundred and eighty-five miles southwest of the RUSSEL
ISLANDS.

At 2:30 p.m. July 30th, thirty-six Navy Avengers,
escorted by eixteen Navy Wildecate, attacked enemy posl-
tione on MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A number of hite were

scored.

During the same afternoon, nine Army Liberators,
escorted by eixty-two fighters, bombed BALLALE ISLAND
end started a number of fires along the runway.

During the night of July 30th and 3let, motor tor-

pedo boates sank a hundred foot auxillary vessel off the
southwestern coast of KCLOMBANGARA ISLANWD,

NEW GEQRGIA GROUND OPERATIONS

On the MUNDA front durlng July 30th, some progress
wae made by our troope along the south flank and 1n the
center of the line. Apparently, Japsnese reinforcements
have arrived in thie area. During July IZ0th, no advance
was made on the north flank.

Reports from our forces operating ln the ENOGAI AREA
indicate that our troope have commenced aggresslve patrol-
ing to deterrine enemy dlspositlone and routee to the
B KO-MUNDA trail. It is further reaarted that the
enemy has adopted a passive defense ln that area, chowing
no inelination to ecounter-atteck.

There are indications that the Japenese have concen-

trated forces in econelderable strength at VORI on the
north tip of GANONGGA ISLAND.
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