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Cownoc:N Pit& UNITED STATES FLEET 

llL\DOUA.a'TUS 01 THI (OMIIW(DU lH ODD' 

MAVT DCPAanf&HT, WASHlHO'I'Off, D. <:. 

4 p... 30 lloor-.. 194). 

S9!!T!! .HIP CI!!TJW, PACinC (Copt '4,) 

4 On 29 RoT..bv, at 1315 p.a., ~:r-eisbt Awngoro, cOTaro4 
,.. b7 Din• Ai.racobru, ball>o4 and atrato4 t.b• IIOSIG&'I'TA AREA, j11ot uat 

.&'A of llmiPEN.l POINT, II)UGAIIIVIUJ: IliLAIUl. Jli&ht large and twent7 ...:U 
\~ · bllilclill&a •r• 4 .. troro4. One larc• t1n warabouH wu cl-.go4 aDCI .. wral 

fire• wro atartacl. 

On 29 JIOT.-bar, batwan 10100 aDCI llr)O a.a., aJ.sbUan llitcholl 
"'-bora, .,.,orto4 b7 tw1:Ta filbtaro, bombed aDCI atrato4 TIIii'QTS IURSOII 

A ADA, ill nortboaat BOOOADIVILLI, t.ba 1011 Nllll..l &Del IIZT.l ....... Inc..,_ 
• t,l...;\ plato raporta atato tbat oona14oral:ola 4-.go wu c......t. 'lho onl7 anti~ 
1"'1'1- · airc.ratt fire roeo1TO<I •- .1'1"011 IIZT.l whore t.bo a. ciCIIIDo4 one of t.ba 

llitcballo ,.ar I'Ul I'Ul mLAIID, oaat of IIZT.l. 

~~~ A prolla1nar7 report atat., t.bat Ubaratora aloo &tr11Ck IIZT.l 
(Y 411r1Ac 29 JIOTe.bor. 

(7 
On 29 lloor-r, at lr45 p.a., .. nntoan Dauntluo 41w booobara 

~ aDCI lator ill tba attornoon at 4r00 p.a., t w lw Dallfttl.,• 41w bomboro 
''~ boabo4 an4 atratacl t.bo JAB.l Rrn:R~KOlA!US ARXAS, I!IIPRESS AOOUST.l BAY 
(" ARIA, 1n oupport of cround troop•. Onl7 lisbt antiaircraft tire wu 

raca1TO<I. 

Air patrola of tba JIIII'USS AUOUSTA B.U .. ctor atrato4 PORTON 
PL.&ft.li'IOII, ,.ar CHABAI, nortbwat II)UQ.AIIIVIlU, aloo GAZILIE IWU!Cil, 
aDCI C11D poa1t1cu _.t.b ot TOROmA. 

On tba ..,millc of 29 llowabor, JopaD~H art1ller)' d111p0d n1Aa 
lin aDCI ol.&l>toea 41111 obal.lir on tba baacb aaat o.f 10l!OIIH.t. A fllol 
clu.p wu ~tod, ona can wu daapcl, an4 t.broa ...:U londiJI& craft 
wro .....X. lo par.....,.l cUIIaltiao •ro rocaiwd. 

U 
'lb. battalioD U..t w lan4o4 dllriAc tba Di&l>t of 28-29 lloftllbar, 

ill t.ba area bat-n tba RZIIIl and SAV.l RIVJas, wu .-..acuto4 b7 ~ 
otroror• on 29 ...,...r b7 8r)O p.a. C&o~~altiu outfarocl, it &rJ:t, are 
IIDCMtora1no4. 

lD tba nortbaaat HCtor ot TOIIOJCliiA our cr0UD4 forcu aada a ali&l>t 
~ aciT&noo and ....,tura4 on• J.,.,. ... 

~ V On tba _..u:ng of 29 llowabor, worlc wu baCIID on tho borlbor &trip 

1
\ ~-Jon "'"S!JRI I3LAIID. It 1a aloo roporto4 t.bat o,. J.,... .. wa• lcUlo4 

~\~r" DOrlh of II.UI. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Rt..lDQC1A.aTUI Oft 111& CONliiW«IIU lK OrriP 

Jrf'AVY DCPAn'M&HT, " ASKIHC'T'(Nit, 0. C. 

9 a.m. 30 llo .... ber 191.3. 

I?UTK AND <PTRAL P JIJiflC (Coot 1d, ) 

One or OW' Tuk POI'COI 1n tho Cl!li!!UL P.ICI7IC repo.rto that 
.., tho atternooo or 26 ~r their e1r CO'rlr OYer IWCDI lhot <1om 
..,. .._. ...U111 bollber. Tbeir co.-bat e1r patrol accountocl tor a 
...u,. bcoaber on 29 llo....,er at 12r so p ,a, Dllr1n& t.h• nicllt or 29 
No-r the Tuk Poroo' o onthiroratt tire cleotroyecl orw .,.d.iWD boclber 
ancl probabl:r another one, beoauee the latter when la&t Man no burn­

i.n& on tho horiocm, 

Sl1\!A110fi 011 TN!W 

1'111 occupation o! TMUifA continu11. 1'111 entire .UOU. 1o 
<~leered or tho ,...._,. U~>opt an utl.&&tod o:t.xt:r 'lhi<lh r..a1n at tho 
utre. north oncl ancl a tn llliporo on BITIT\1. In adcl1t1on to BITITU, 
throo nther iolando ot tho ATOLL han bean tull:r OGcupiod, Antieir-

8 ~) oratt ancl ooa&t&l detanoo &WII haw boon Mt ~ ancl - 1n tiri.n& 
¥.r. pooiticm OD BlTI!'U. At thh writins it -ar• tbat oisht:r por<~ont. of 

tho srolllll1 dolt-• - ._).etod. Tbero aro now to~throo t1&htor 
pl-• operatinc rr.. tho BITITIJ e1r &triP• Sixteen oortioo han &lreadT 
beon tlom rr.. it. It 1o ot&tocl that "Ppraxiu.tal:r ninot;r-tin porcant 
ot the unlo~ rr.. tranoporto io CC~~~Plotocl, 

l\ 

4 proll••nar:r report or 0111' cuu&ltiu tor tho entire opor&ti011, 
to clat.o, an utia&tod at ono thouoancl ldl.acl ancl lliaein&, ancl tWOIItT­

tin hlllll1rocl WOWidocl . 

1'111 occupaticm or 4I'IIUIIA io procMcli.n& accorcli.n& to plan. 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
H.t.\DQUAnQ.s 01' 11ll OOWWAHOKI lH Q(IU 

MA'; DI:I'AHNPT, WASHINCTOW, 0. C:. 

4 p.a. 29 IOYeber 194) 

aoom MD cPtw. nellie <Csm''4.) 

At - 28 IIOY-.r 11 ...... Anlr L1berawn, pluo two pboto plMIN, trca 

IUW"'', 1..D tbo IILICB '""'"'' boeocl IU.tlltO ISUJID f.- 111000 toot, ~to., 

to110 ot loollbo ,...., droppo4, S...wal tiroo ..,... otartocl IUid. _.,, •• Yioibl.o 

tor tbiz't7 .u... lo air oppoo1ti011 -. Mt 'tNt -orate antia1rcratt tiro 

daM&ocl ODO pl&Do, All OV pl&Doo rot'IU'Decl. 

W1tb roprda to tbo oinkill& of tbo u.s. dootl'07or P111XIIIS1 it u 1nd1u­

tocl ollo •• ..- 011 bor pert lido abreut ot ._ 2 tiro ro<a bT tbo 

.lutrall&n troop oi\Jj> DOITROOII Oft 29 liOY-.r at 2:00 a .a. Attor -1'"' 
tin aimltN 1 tbo ob.Sf> broke I..D two IUid. oank I..D '"'ont.J' !atlloou ot water 

&boat ceo IUid. -"t.lt .Uoo ~ ot CI.PB lCCJa. Oft 1URD HIJiiT S1lii.I T, 

oouthorn MD' OUDIII., 

"" -..... ~ . ....._ ,_ ,_ n"'- """' "'"'' .,._] 
T PI.CITIC, roportutllkt"C tbrH ob.Sf>o of 1)1 760 t one, proba'bl.7 o1nki.Dc oao 

7 ,SOC> t..,. and d••&:loc two ot 1.4,000 tono, tier ar pat rol ne eondltet od 

tbo BAII1ll. 511.1 III.UCC.\ PI.SSI.GI, CILI8IS SIA and MAIASSIR STRAIT l.rooo , 

Tbo at \oolco took plaoo &o tollonr 

9 Octobelr, DOrtb of IWUPA S'I'I!.UT, botwoc BURU and SIIRAIIG 

ISLAIID, oank tbo IOGAIIB IWIO, 

lJ Octobelr, ott AIII!Qi1 IW1IlA SEA, oank tho lDICiru IWW arul 

daM&ocl a ooeond llo.ru. 

)1 Octobelr, nort!l of CI.PB IIIIWI, -ADO ISLAio'D, o&nk a SJOfO 

t7Po t&nkar, 

8 lOY .... , 1D t bo aftorDOOO ott I<JI'JII IA1CI!!R1 IIDWIO ISI.All), 

STII.UTS or IIU".SAI!, probabl.T o&Dk a sooro tJPO talk.,., 

9 lottllll)..-1 dltrirc tbo oarl,r .,rDiD& 1D tbo S'I'I!.UTS ot IIAliSSI.R, 

0110 of a t-•llip MGOrtod OOD'0"7 -• boliO'Oocl t o bo bit, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ru.lxxt...,_ or na CoaGU.~mD Dl CKIIF 
UYT llG'IoftNDT, WAIICDIOTOIII', D, C. 

9 a.m. 29 lloYomber 1943. 

p!T!I A!lll CKN'p!AL PACIFIC (Cont 1cl,) 

Dur1111 tho Jliiht o! 211-29 IIO'IWBber, the Unit ecl statoo Dootro,.r 
I'ZIUCIN3, colll.:t.d with a •rch&nt oh1p Ill<! oank milo onrouto to IIILNE 
BAI, NEW ClUINBA. Two hunclrocl &ncl Wrtr ourrlnro baYO beo.n rocovorod. 
A ooarch oont.inu<to !or oight lli•inl• P'urthor .:t.tailo are not &t prooont 
anilablo, 

Tho oullm&r1lle SCAIIP, roturni"' trom patrol, roportecl as !ollowa1 
lioYOIIbor 4, ocorod ono hit on a IWIU, one hundred and aovont;r-tivo ail eo 
•at ot KAPIIIGJIWURli ISLA!jD. IIOYOIIbor 10, acorocl & hit on one transport 
t100 hlllldrod .,cl ninot;r-t1YO ailoo oortbwot ot IW'IIIGAIIAIUNGI ISL.UID. 
Tho target a&nk later. lloY•ber l2, ocored t"" hit• on an onay cl'llioor 
ot tho KJ/MA claoo {8, 500 tono). 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.oouAftl:lll or ftR COWlWI'oll cw CK!Ir 

IU.VT OCP.u:nmtr, WAIMDIIQTOII.. D.O. 

9 a.a. 29 November 191..). 

p.!TI AND CF1i'l'l!.AL PACIFIC (Cont 1d, ) 

ow- troope u. oagoging tbo rwol n!ng JapanoM at tba oortll 
Olld oL TJJUJfA A!'OU.. About ..,. lnmdred &nil twent7•!iTe to OM h~ 
&Dd _llt,..ti'N ot tho o...,. haft *" klllod. ow- cuual tioo, thr-eo 
o!!icoro and t....,~,..t1.,. onliotod _, killod in action md two ottiuro, 
aixtoen .., ...,undod in action, Tho oco~ation ot TAAAWA b7 our troope 
oont1nue1. 

At 10:00 a .... , 28 lioY-r, oi.x )(1toholle without &ocort 
bollbod and ot ratod tbo II)'I'UpJ!NA ARKA, EIIPIISSS .\IJGUSfA BAY, OOUG.UNVIUJI: 
ISLAIID. Reou.lto wero unoboerTed, 

At obout tho ••• tilla fourteen brhaka otratod tbe 'I'IIIPU'I'S 
IUlUICil A!IB.I., a:xJG.UliVIIJB lSL.IJII) , IIIIMrouo buta &nil l>ulldlngo were hit 
&nil pooaibl7 oet on tire. 5o on~ pl&Mo nor antiaireratt tiro wu on­
-.ntorod. 

At 2a00 p,a,, 28 llo.,...l>or, !our Airocobrae etratod on~ b&rgoo 
in TONOLKI HAIIBCII, SHORU.J.IIIl AIIE.I.. Tho roou.lto wero unobeornad. llo 
~ planu lNt antiaircraft tiro •• onoCNntorod. 

On 28 llonabor, our liiiPR&SS .IIJOUSf.l. BAY oir patrol otratod tho 
Rat ooaot or a:xJOJ.IIIVIUB ISIJIID ond oet on tiro buts and builclin&•· 

Aircraft in aapport oL lf'O\IDil oporationo bca1>od • .,_. pooitioruo 
in tho IIII'IIISS .&U<iUS'I'.I. BAY .l.liSJ. BOili.I.IIIVILLII ISUJID, 

011 28 lo....,..., ., ~~~~reportod nu.ber o! Liboratoro attockod ~'l.l, 
a:xJGAIIIVILLI ISLAIID. Detoilo oro not at proM>t aTdlobJ•. 

In all oir operationo of 27-28 ~r, two Corooiro •ro loot 
clue to -antiaircraft tiro, but tho pUoto .,.... rucuod , No • ....,. 
plmoe woro onoountorod, 

Apparontl7, c!ur!ng tho night ot 28 Nov.-bar, a battalion oL our 
troopo l....s.cl in tho aroa bot-n tbo RIINI &nil SJIJ.I. RIVERS, oorth DIPIIESS 
MIWSTA BAY, md onoolllltorod aaporior o...,. forooo. 'l'bo c.-.ooding goawrol 
of tbo I'IliS'l IURDII AIII'KIBIOUS CORPS boo requutod the aooiotanoo oL two 
do.tro,..ro in ordor to witbdr .. our troopo froa thio aroa. 

Durin& tho n1cbt of 28 llowa.bor, our lOOt or torpedo l>oato, in 
oooporation with a roooam&ioe.aco plano wbiob proT1ciK Ullaination, 
~ol,r ~ or dootro,.o<S a beawilJ' lo.-d • ....,. b&rgo atbore in tba 

Tioinit\r ot ICJKURU.U, SOOTIIBST BOUG.UHVILLII ISLAND. 
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U NITED STATES F L EET 
HVJJQUAAT&I I or THI COM)lAJ{DU IN OUU 

HAvY D~f'AMT)IIINT, W.uHIHGTOJrf. D. C. 

4 , ... 28 llo•tabv 1943. 

300TR AIID CD!!!W, P.y;mc (Cop\'4. ) 

At 3t25 p.a. Z1 110'1-or, i.11t1J Voe~tiU'&o bollbed a l'&clio etetion at 
lll1UP1!21A, JIIPRBSS A\JJUSTA BIJ' Area, BOOO.UNVIW I SLAND. Later on t be 

- &tternoot~, t,;;llit.cbollo cb'Oppod boee on buh in tho rloinit7 ot 
t"- lllBIA RIVBR. wlto ...,... nGt nporte4. 

Oil tbe earl7 IIOI'IWII ot 28 No•..t.er, a GUADALCAIIAL rocOIIIIAieaanco 
1"\ pl.&ao attealrod and poolibl,r IOIIk a J.APAIIIS& oulat.rine ott CAPE IWWAN, 

.<0/ north BUU. 

At llr)O a.a. 28 la..tabv, anotb.,. roconnaiooanco plane ~ a 

J.APAJII'.SI ...-.n.n. ~ti ... .u .. woot ot IKllA ISLUID with omrepcrt.,t 
runlto. At l0t0) a.a. 1 ODOtbOJ' J'OCOnnail&&nCI pl.&ao ~ & pooliblo 

out..J'&od out>MriDo trA.ilin& oil about 1l.xt7 llil• woot ot JIIPRBSS AUGUSTA 

BA!' BOU<lUIIVIU.I ISLA.Nil. 

At $r)O p.a. Zl lloo-or, about thlrt7 to~ •DIIIl' pl.&n01 launcbo<l 
a torpoclo attealr &&ainoot Taak Group 50. 2 ( SA!t.I.'I'OOJ. (CV) , PRIKCEmtl (C9L) , 

IIASSACIIUSSTTS (BB) , Ili'O.WU. (BB) , llat'l'll CAJIOLIN.l (BB) Ul4 o~t dooiro7or1) 

op-tins in tbe GILBERT LSL.UID Area. Our ohipo oocopo<l cia&&• and tho 
.,..~ pl.a.noo woro clri,..n ott att. ... our nJ.&IIt ti&htuo ohot <1om two and die­
orcllli•od tho attack. Four torpedo 1fakoo woro oiel>te4. About light or t.,.. 
on~ ...U• ..._....., woro ohot do.,., pluo an \ll\dotorooino<l nueer ot ot.llor 

planoe. hrth.,. dotailo oro not at proomt anilablo. 

At l0t40 a .a. 211 llo....t..r, tJ.&llt Lib!f!toro, op..-atiJ>& t.,._ lCU!lJ FIITAU, 

ot,.,..k IIILI, lW!SIIW. ISI.UIDS. Ninot.T-Uro porcont of tho boe. toll in tbo 
tarset &roo. ~. ono.,y n.Mor 1ntarceptod and Mdi.UIIl antia1.rcratt tiro no 

oncountorod. .l.ll of 0 111" planao returned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.IADOti.UT'Citl f# TH& Q).WllllA.!tDD lM ()uu 

NAvY OC:rAaTM&HT. WAIHI!Io'C't'OIII. 0 , C. 

4 p ,a. 28 NaYGber 1943, 

!XJTI! AliD Gp!!R.f.L PACin;C (Con\ 1 cl, ) 

At 3•00 p,:a, 26 Novooober, a llitchtll l:ollbor clroppocl botabo on tho ru:>­

wo:r ancl ro•otaonto on BALLALI ISLAND, S!ORTLA!ID Area. R01ulto wore not 

C roportocl, 

"' --
1 At 'rl9 p,:a. 26 No••ber, tin 111tcbtllo1 01cortocl b7 oclght Coralliro, 

ILttackocl BUll nnct ~ ISLIJID. A nUIIIber or gi'OWII!ocl anear,y 

a.ircratt ....,., &.J'I'&r.,tJ.T claM&ocl. Thtcko t.nd poreoMol working on tho Bl!U 

alrotrip ,..., thorouchl7 otratocl.. llo an-.:r ..ntia.ircratt tiro nor pliLD•• 

....,., ancounterocl. 

l.lutollatiotlo 1n tho 1106lO!TTA-IU.I!AJUXA...IIO'IUPI!fA Aroa, 800CAI!I­

I51.AIII~, nro attackocl on tl» 110rning ot 27 NoYabor b7 •1xt.r din 
&nel !l.sbt ticht ero, About 

tittoon were Area, ..n &alllllition cl\lllp 

uplodocl. ancl n ... roua lll&ll b\Uldinio wero ctootroTocl• A lar&• tiro no 

ot&rtocl 1n tho .,c...,..ant aroa at IIAWARAU. loi&ht ..net inottoctin anti­

aircraft tiro no oncountorocl • 
..-

At 9•40 n.a. 27 Rov ... b..-1 tin 111tcbtllo1 OICcrtocl b7 !l.aht tiahtero, 

botabod anct otratocl. tho QOIIN CAROLA IIARSal Aroa, nortbWiot BUXA ISLANO. A 

pier wao ciM&&ocl. anct oOYerol biUldina• wero d. .. troT•ct. 

{ 
L&tor tt.t 110rn1na, at 10 :0' a.s., t'llllt;'tt.br" llitcchtllo, NCartocl 

b7 t.aP!b=foqr ti&hhro, attackocl BUKA. ~ hoito wero ocorocl. on th o .,._ 

wo:r ancl ito T1c1nitT• Antico1roratt tiro d. ... &ocl. tour ot our planoo,_~t 

opparetlT all ot tho planoo roturnocl.• 'lbo oaot cout ot BOOG.UNVlxa 

lSLAII'D, botwo• CJ.."& AVI!RDt and. C4PI PIIIIIID5IIP wu otrotocl, bat rooulto 

..... 11110bo01'Yocl. 

Dur1nc 27 Novabor, q;I.Qettc Liberatoro, 1n 1 I'WI &rOIIIId BOOOAINVIIL! 

ISUllll, bollbocl. and. otratocl IIETJ. and oot oo tiro a nllllber ot bar&OI 1n tho 

CIWIAI Area. All ot tho pliLDM roturnocl. 

In tho earl7 att...,_n ot 27 lloY-..., a rooocma.hoanco plano trca 
OUA!lALCANAL att&ckocl. K.U'IIIGAIIAIWIGI 1SLAIIIl. Rolulto of tho attack wore 

DOt ropCI'tocl.. At about tho .- tiu, 111oth11r reoonD&iaMIICa plano otratocl 

tour "'.,.. bar&•• 1n tbl clwiDol bit- rllfi anct AIIBITrl ISUIIDS 1 out ot 

111!11' IRILAI!D. Anotblr rocollll&ioi&DCo plano bollbocl. ancl otratocl Gl!lllf ISL.UID, 

north ot BIKA. A lara• bailcUDc wao proba~ dootr<>Tocl• 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ru.DouA.ITDI Or tftl COW'w.AarDIIIN Clair 

tiVT Dlti'AI'TWDIT, WASIUJfOTOil, D.C. 

\. 

9 a.m. 28 No .... ber 1943 . 

SOIJnl AIIP CBm!UL P.!Cll'IC (Cont 1d.) 

~~ During the oerl.y -.ling or 25 NoTcber, 1110tor torpedo boats, 

Pll
t operating !rom TREASURY ISLAND, aouth o! B:>UGAINVlLLE ISLAND, !oreod 

three ..,...,. bergoo uhore on ooutlnreat BOOGAINVILLE ISLAIIP, west o! 
tbo IIOBIAI RIVER. 

'lho United statoo O.otroyor RADPORO cl.pth charged and probably 
oll>lc a JAPANESE wburino t itty ailu west o! ll.IKIN, CILI!ERT ISLAIIDS, 
at llol2 p.m. , 25 Nonmber. After the lut attack, a otrong odor o! 
oil wu prevellllt in the area and a largo &IIIOunt o! wood and cork cl.brio 
wu obsenttd. 

At. 7•06 p.m., 25 November, TASK GliODP 5(), 1 (lORK'l'O'IIN (CV), l&IINGlON 
(CV), COWP&NS (CVLl, WASHIIl:llON (BB), OOU'nl DAKOTA (BB), ALABAilA (BB) 
&ocl nx deatro;vera , operating in tbe GIIIIERT ISLAIIP area wu approached 
by abdut twelve ..,...,. torpedo pl&nea. One eDeii\J' plane '!faa definitely 
abot don llld another poaaibl.y ehot down . It is bolined tbat tho onc;y 
planea retired 'lfithout dropping bombs or torpedoea. 

Our antiaircratt bat tori eo ongagod an unreported nllllbor or e,_;y 
planes onr S'tERLI.Ill ISLAIID (oouth of TREA3JRI ISliND), between 9:.38 
&ocl 9•58 a.m. 26 Non~«r. Tho onOII\J' pllliOo apporentl:r jettieonod their 
bcmba into tho eoa. 

At J•CO p.m., 26 Nonmbor, twnt;r-tbree llitehall bombers attacbld 
B:>NUl, B:>UGAINVILLE ISLAND. Reaulto o! tbe at tack 'lflrt not reported, 

At 5•15 p.a., 26 NoT-.ber, a rrlibt !:41htor atrated eneoo;y artillery 
oitiono aballing our troopo in tho TCROKINA area, BOOGAINVILLE ISLAI!P. 

At. 9•.35 p .m., 26 No .... ber, o,. on...., baob ••• dropped on our poai­
tiono on STEIU.lNG ISLAND and damaa-<1 coiiiiiUilication inatall&tiona. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HlADQUAitTUS OP 1'KI COMWAI'IDU IH CHlU 

HAVV OUAtTN&tfT. WASHIHGTOH. D. C. 

9 . ... 'rT ......... 1943· 

§9UlM .urD C!llj1UL PACJFlC (Cont. t d.) 

At 2120 p .m., 26 NoYcbar, tbur Vonturu b011bed and. atutod tl» 
b1YOilaO and euppl:r areat en CliUZN ISLAND (oort.h ot BUK.I. ISL4ND) . Ol» 
.,_,. bar&o wao -..nk and ona:r 1ruot&llat1ont d•~&ld. All ot our 
plan .. returned. No ant1&1rcratt tire nor an_,. pl&Oio ,...o ancoW'Jte!'ld. 

At 3110 p.a., 26 Jlo•o.ber, tl.fi:r-aann diva boaabera and tldrt,-..,..., 
torpedo boa-a, IICOrt.cl b:r ei&bt fi&btaro, attacked XAR.I., IIAI.48IT4 and 
I AIICIJ HIU.S, -.t.h 80004DIVILL! I s.IJID. lillla....,u, hit. wre acorod on t.he 
air !trip md gun oJIPlac-nta in IAJIGU and IIAL.Ili!TA IIILIS, 1'1\otographe 
taken attar the attock lhowd tho air etrip at KAR.I. to be mtarrlcaablo. 
ALl ot our planoo roturnad. 

!!JOOAINI'IJJ.§ ISLAND ClllOUND SITUATION 

On 2S Jioyo.ber, our troopo in the nortl»ut .. ctar ot the TO!WKIN.I. 
detenoe per11Htar, Dll'ftiSS AIJGUST.I. 8.1.! .\HE.I., II)W.uNVIll.R ISLAND, o4nncld 
e~t. hlm4red :rards &&&inat prepared e"-T artUler:r, acrtar and .uchino 
IUD poa1t1CDO. .l.ltbcucb not. detinita);r detarainld mQT casu&lt1 .. ara 
reported h,.,. Our ca..W.U.o aoW'Jtod to about throe hundred. 

On the •- dq an in!ar&cy pot.rol onoounta!'ld about one hund!'ld 
Japanooo near KUR.I.lO lllSSl~, north ot CAPS IIOLTKE, !!JUG.I.HIVIUE ISLAW. 
OUr p&trolrithdrew &!tor two of ita IO&IIbera wore ..,und.ed. 4 total ot 
ono thouoond one hundred and torty--&!.x Japanaaa hue th~ tar bean JcUJ.ed 

in tho TO!IOJCIII A oporat1cn. 
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UNITED STATE S PLEET 
HIADQUARTXRS OP T1ll C0MMA.tf01rt Uf CHIU 

NAVY D!PAJtTNIJfT, WAI IIII40TON, D. C. 

9 a,L 'rl IO'feai>er 1943o 

§9!!111 A!!? CR'l'JI6L p ACITIC (Copt I ct. ) 

0o 24 NoY.-bar, air patrols crrer IIII'RESS AIJGUSTA BU, ot.r&tod am 
d .. troyod a lor&• e...,. bars- concentration in GAZ!ll.B HJRIIC!I, 0011tb 
l!IIPR!SS ~T.l BAI, BaiGAINVIl.U ISL.UID. In addition, tbrM bu1ldinsa 
..-. eot. on t1re 1n the J!Uif.l. BAI ANI&, eut cout ot IIOJGAIJIVIl.LI!i 
I.SL.um. 

,; the air tiel4 on 1'AR411A begon receiYin& our t1gbter planu nown 
trora eecort &1rcratt carriere at 1:)0 p.m., 2S NoW~Rber. 

Dur1ni 2S lioY-r, the .outh lhore ot tba APEIWIJ. A'!OU. am obout 
two .u .. ot the aut lbore b&ft been aopped up. ~ a._y ruiot.ance 
W&o encountered ancl about. • .,.ant.y acre bun prioonora b&Ye beon talcen. 

Oo 25 No,..aber, a roconnaiooanca pl ane, oporati ng trca GU.I.D.U.CAIW., 
boabecl am etr&tod ·~ inatalla.tiona on XAPOO~I I SU!ro. A radio 
ot.ati<G ... clutrcyacl am a n.aber ot &J'OW'clacl ·- plan•• clou.god. 
Antieircratt t i re -. &lancod. Our plane recebod $0018 d-•· 

At 2:31 a.m . , 26 No-....ber, a GU.I.D.U.CAHAL rocomaieoMce pl ane borabed 
BALLALE ISL.um. !Woulto wre mobMrvacl. 

A reooiiJI&ioeance pl...., on 26 NovOIIber, dropped three depth charges 
"" a aubaa.ri.M ott tba DOrtb tip ot BIJU I SLAIID. Ruulte ot thil att ock 
wore DOt roported. Another rooonn&iaoanca plane ot.ratod a roiiW'l&ein& 
.W......ii'IOI 101Uch cralh-<11Yed end lett -r• ot its crew in the water. 
A lars- oil oliok wao ob...-...d, tbe o\ll>aar1na was probably deupd am 
poMibl.y .wlk, 

On the morning ot 26 lio'O'OIIbar, 0111' ll.&hter planu otratod aneay 1n­
ot.all&tiono a.ncl oat on tire a. tual d'-P a.ncl eank an ancy barge 1n the 
SJJUI(&N ARIA, north•ot BUUC.UNVII.lE ISL.UlO. 

At ll: 52 &oil,, 26 Noyomber, tnnt;r-tour 14beratcro bo»bad ana~ 1n­
otall&tiono on BUXA ISLAND. Rita wre ocorod on tho air ot.rip ancl in the 
general 'fininity ot t.ba air otrip. All ot our pl&Ma returnod. 

Oo tba •- dq at S•:lO p.a. , tbl'M 111toballo -bod IIJU a.ncl t010 
aDre attacl<C BOIIIS, BUUG.lDIVILill I.SL.IIII. a..W.tt _.. Dot. report.od. 
Later at 3•00 p.a., twant;r-tour Xit.cballo bollbod BON"IS. ltaoulto ot tbi.o 
attack ware DOt reported, 
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~-, ... - . D. : p.a. 24 llo1'oaiNir ~ 

S0!1'll! Al!p CI!!1JAL PACiliC (Cont 1d. l 

~.___}.......,~ &ddl\SOD&l d.t&ll• haec tJ:cu 1 wllllleu4 11s cor:mectiOD with 

rnrr- ..... loee of Mil eeeort. , C¥rill' LISCCifM 84! .. r'JZ* 'd , ..... -a 

illll' s • ef 1f •esc&a t J!V 
At StlO &.a. 2S ....,_, a torp-.lo bit tbo u4~y; 

bet- t bo onciA• -. A , ...,114 b&o"7 ~oaioa lollon<l, 
tho or1&iD ol 11111all Mraot ._.4oliait.l.7 4.t.-1Jlo4,-Mt ­

u .... '-e.....__ ..... ......_r """'• .,...., .. pedues. Power u d 
illtorioz' o-..J.e&tiOIIo .,...., lo.t and lore• ti.roe barnocl tllroqll­

o'lt the ahip. KaQ1 .s.nor a:ploeioca occvr"M efl 1 u 4 \be rwcul, 
&ad plaaoo lo&4o4 witb bCIIIbo burl>od 011 ~ llicbt 4oalt, A burn-

1Dc pluo ~ OYer....,. ddo ipitod .- ovtuo oil, IIIlich 

opre&4 OYer ... larco ar&o. ._ obip NDII: at St33 a.a., lollooriDC 

a boo...,. liD&l uplolioa. 

F1n.7-loar olt1aaro ..r11x hllndrod and torv~li&bt Ol>llotod 

_, - loot -* o! - &etia&tod tot&l • ' 4 ol CliO hllndrod 1(, IJ, ..,,4'/X 
and ,.,.. ott1coro and Ucbt "-drool u4 111\1"- llll.iatod - ~ 1 

.a.oac tboes l oat. wu Reu Wral. Mu111n1z,,.hs CCrn·ftA1"C otticer ~~~ 

Capt&iD 'liltoe, and tbo ebiP'• _,.t11'0 oltiaer, AltbaQcb o01'er ... 

lJ' 'bvucl, Oa.,tai.D Cr e]1n wu rNcued.. ' 4 Lbw aw Jmrc, 

tortr · a' thc ' 1; 'a pea arl sui: '' -... •• lillllll 1mrrzte 
·-~crs lese nrlns1r IJuuiiPCI Ui auoc.tw bo "'" 84 1 9'P 

Ov llarlneo aabore oa AI'IIWIA, OILI!II!T ISLAIIDS, rop<>rtod tbot &ll. 

JAPAIII:SI are cl&o4, the • ., wu liq,ll14&tod b7 t be lla.rilloo, aao1atod b7 
patiro troa tbo 111-..riJI.o IIAIITILDS, and poao1bl1 a 11\llber ao..S.ttod 

ellia14e, 

At 10•30 a.a. 24 BoYoaiNir, 10\ll't .. Liberatore- tbo CIWI.U Ar•, 

Ba!OAIIliUJI ISI.UD, and otarte4 !11'01 1n t bo ft!PPlr ....., and otbor illlt&ll.~ 

r tioee, At abollt. the - tU.., lline Liborotore clropped b*e 011 BOU, .... ~ 
l'lftl.to .,....e oot o~one4. All ot ov pl.&IIM r.tiii'D04. 

0.. 25 _ _....., tbe t1&llter co•er ..,_. ~ SquboD 2:}, r.tlll'lliq 

troa a lli&OMihl. Mr1I1D& ecaa-t, etralod tM DIIIIUO Ar&&, CIITIUL 

J- IIQITIIKAST COAST BOllUDIVILI.& !SLAIID, tile SORAIDII pl.&llt&tioe and ruor 
I.SUID, IIA'lCRII IIAJ Are&, witb -NorYod r1111lh, A 10&4od •-:r bare• 
ill tb. PliUJ.T.l lltlll, Sl01!111ST OOAaf of IICUl.unm.& !SLAIID, wu claat.r0Te4, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HUDOU....,.. or ,. co.ou.a... • oar 

u.n Olr"-""D'''. WAI' _,,Oil,.. o.e 

9 •·•· 2b llo,.-.,. 1943, 

S?U'l'H AN!? C!!M'R.\L PAQl fiC (Cont•o , ) 

Durin& the ni&ht ot 2.)-:U. 11....-r, emJV ~· clrCJIISI.O ~ on 
the aroe, one aile i.nilno ot U>. LAllllliA RIVl2! IIOU'l'H, and &pp&rellt!J' etart.O 

ril'ee Ulotl8 their own 1nat&llationa. (EIIP!IESS AIICUSTA BAI, llOUOAINVILLS lSLAIIO) . 

On tho •ornill& or 2) No...,.bor, ho Unit.O stat .. Doootro;rero bombarO.O 

pouible Jap.,eM gun .-plac-nto on IWJINE ISL.U.'ll, aut ot TOROKINA, 

I!IIPilESS JIJGUSTA BAI, IDUGAI!IYILIE ISLAHD. 

On 25 llonmbar, a reco~annce plane attaokod and probtbl;r dama&.O 

}- an emiQ' • .,~,. tort:r taileo wet or the north tip or BUJU ISLAND. 

Attar tho attack a lvge oil olick and debrio waa ob........S. 

». .-n, 24 JIOY-r, twnty Ubaratora operati ng trca IIANOIIBA, 

EU.IC£ ISLANDS, attacked TAROA, l!ALO!LAP ATOLL, IIARSHALL ISLANDS. A 

Dlll!bor or fir .... r. atart.O 011'"18 enora:r 1n•ta1l&tiona and • treight.r ••e 

pi'Obtbl,:r aunk. Nu.roua eMOQ' planoa ... re aeen on the air tield. 

A reeomaiooanco plane on 25 Ncrrabor etret.O about one hunclreO or 

one hunclr.O and tilly en~ auniYOra, thirty ail u .. at northwat troa 
the north end ot BUKA ISLAHD, A largo oil alick •• oboen.O 1n the area, 

'!boN aurrl..ara .. ,.. probtbl:r tram the doatro;rer 11\U"!aca engagemoot on tho 

aorninc ot 25 loftaber. 

During the earl,:r 110rning or 26 11-r, a rooonnaiooance plane dropped 

bombo on BALLALI ISLAHD, SHCJ!TL.IND AREA, with unobMrnd roiUlto. 

On 25 lloY•bor, the oulaarine SlURAV£11 KoreO t110 or throe torpe<lo 

IJ:ito end prob&bl:r oallk a ten thouaancl ton •MIIQ' tanker about oi&l>t:r-tive 

ail11 north nortboaet ot POIIAPE. 

Tho following prollminar:y report hee been roceiv.O ot our caauoltioo 

1n tho IIW1I LSI.AND operation• 

killed 1n action 
'lounclood 1n action 
Accidental inJurieo 

- 63 
- 119 
-22 

IIAVY A@ CX!63T GURAl) PERSQNNIL 

lill.O 1n action - 2 
lfound.O 1n action - l 

• \..- 'tllo JapaneM end one hundred and thr• KOIIIUNS aro being tranoport.O 

\ troa IUml lSUIII) to I'IARL H.IRBCII. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQ\IARTP;t. 01 Tffl COM.MASOIR IH CUJ7 

NAvY DBI'AilT~JtHT, WAIJIINGTON, 0, C. 

4 p.a. 2$ lloY.u.r 1943. 

SO!!DI 6!!J! cpmw. PACl[IC (Ccg}'cl.) 

llolr1.D,I tbo plll"iocl 19 IO'I'..W t.o 24 lloYa'ber, cur ctJTiU' buecl 

a1MrtJ\ Clptl'&tilw 1D tbe Ollllllf IS! •liDS oo.plotecl -..ou &ttoclta 

q&iDot KILl ODd .IAI.IJIT, IWtSIW1. ISUIIDS, Ia &4d:ltioe1 t.-T-tiTO 

.,....., fi&bttl'o, .... ., Md1• 'bcllbere, tllreo be&'7 ~re, two di•o -•r• 

and 111Ao elloorn.tioe t loat plaA" ,.... mot cloa. •• loot 0110 ti&bt• 1D 

C<llbat, - ti&bttl'o ODd- tcrp- loNber 1D tbo KILl &\tacka, 

Botore clac oe 2$ xo..-... on ..,.... pl.&Do etr&tecl BITIO ISLAJI'D, 

UIWIA, lloat O&uecl 110 ~·· 

......,_. 1D tranoporte retVIIiJIC to PZAliL IWIIICit troa f.liWII. aro 

.... ., lroaldrecl &lid oi&btT-two O,S. WOIIJI<lecl &n4 Clio hwldrecl aDd t ... tT­

oU pri-• ot war, -tl.7 Co...,.., AD &4dit10D&l two INndrecl aDd 

-1 ..,-... beYo be-. ••t to boopit.&l obl.pe. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ku.DOUAI'r'D$ OF TID CoiGU.XDII D1 Oalr 

llAYT CG'AnKOfT, W~OTOIJ. D. C:. 

9 .... 2~ ....... 194). 

I)UD NfD CINTJUL PACiliC (Coat'4,) 

At 10100 .... 24 !loT-, tin,...a ... c din booobva and tbiJot,...a ..... 
t011>edo • hu, COY..-..1 b7 !ort,-.1&ht filbtera, ati'IIOk tba CIUBAI AHa, 
IIOWAIIIVIU.& ISLAIIll. '-oua tina ,.... atarta4 and b<>v.aaa and other .,~ 

/ l.Dat.llatiou ......, d.aat1'0Ja4• IDt.,aa 111t1a.ircr&n tire waa oncounhra4, 
bolt all of oar pl..,.. ratlll'lta4. 

~I 
At abooat - 24 lloY•ber, a1x Liberator a, oparatl.n& trooa JUP;U PITAU, 

GILB!I!T ISUJmS, t.c.becl DIIllJ 1 JALUIT 1 1W1SUI.L ISLAIIDS. No on~ pllllaa 
1nteroaptad., bitt 111t1a1J'cran tire ~ad oaa ot oar plaoaa, .ml.cb waa 
d.aatrora4 bT tire wbon lOZidiDc upon ita rat,..,.. 

At 10120 a.a. 24 llo..-.zo, t'nDt1"'11itcballo booobecl UKILI, f!OOOI.DIVIIU 
ISt..WD, and atarta4 a Daber ot tiraa. Haa"7 antiaiJ'cran wu oncountera4, 

( 
~ one ot tba llitcballa wu ~ad. and !orca4 d<niD into tba w&tar, but 

tba cr• waa raco'l'erad.o 

011 tba 8JOI'I>iDc ot 24 lloY•l>v, oaa beQ&er b<abad. URA, BOOGAIIIVItLI 
~· and atartad. a tire. 'lba plllla raturDad. •JD<I"•s..t. 

1:1>~ l.Datallatiou at IDI'nlJ'IIIJ. PQiliT and. Q&mu IWIBOR, EIIPRESS 
AIJlUSTA BAY Area, IIOOGAIII'9llD ISLAII1l 1 were bollbacl and atratad. b7 a1x 
~all• at 2120 p.a. 24 •--· lo ODt1a.ircran tiro nor plllle 1nt ..... 

OD waa ccounterad. and all ot our planu raturDad.. 

IIQrl.n& 24 lloY.-, Dina on-r bar&aa nra ailbt a4 and allllk iD GAZI!U.! 
, and a aobo..,ar waa eat 011 tire ill CAJIOLA IWIBOR, BOOO.liiiVILtE ISIJJro. 

!baaa att.aolta ......, probabl7 ad.a bT ov air patrol o.,.r JIIPRBSS AUGUSTA BAY. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
KI.U>Ou.uTIIII Or TlQ CoNlUJIID or CKlD 

U.YT DU.unuwT, WASIUitQTo.. ~C. 

9 .... 25 lfoy ..... 1943. 

l!O!!TH AIID Clllr!IAL PACifiC (Co!lt'd•) 

'l'bo tol.J.owilW acl<l1tonal. c1.t.&ilA han bMD reooi.,.c1 in ooDDeOU.OD 
witb tbo .....tuo ~~~&&~•mt of Doetro:r .. Squadroll 23, r.portec1 in ;reeter­
ciq &tt-rDOOa'e ·~· 

~ d..tro:ror• picltec1 liP t.ho o1x .,_,. ell!Jio, probabl;r 
doRI'o;r .. l 0 in two - cf tllrll OD & COW'IO 2850 oplec1 t ... tJ­
f1Te k:Dot.o. 1'loo of t.llo tirot. VOIIP ct eo-:r ellipo nre otruclt b:r 
ow t.o~~pecloM, lllplo<lec1 aDd IIIII<. '1!\o t.h1.r4 .,_ obip •• •"'* b:r 
""' tiro aDd torpedo ... 

Att.or a llftlt.llr par.W.t., oM .._ obSJ> in tbo oeeOIId group 
.. r<mk by cuafirl &Dd. aaot.bar <IM&&I<I. 'l'bo qaa-t •• 4U­
oollt.11mec1 at &bollt 4tl0 a.a. 25 lloT-.,., &ftc tour ..,.. ellipo 
,..... IWIIt, anot.bor claa&ec1, wh1cb prob&bl;r 11111<0 &Dd. ODl;r oucooec1-
ec1 in """Pl..nc .....ut.bl<l. 

It 11 11Uu.tec! that t.bo -.ppl..nc ... ct TARAI'J., GIL811!T ISLAIIDS, will 
be -letec1 Oil :t/ lloT.-I>er. '11\o &iretrSJ> Oil BITI'lll IIIL.UID 1l1ll probabl;r 
roolin t1pt. .. planll on th& r.ttwnooll ot 25 110'1.-l>er. Tr&noport un]oad­
l..nc bao bMD COIII'letl<l. 

'l'bo 01cort aircraft carriiZ' WCCIIBII B.U bl• up and oanlt at S•l6 a.a. 
25 lloYo.l>or in t.lll Yicin1t;r or IWCll, GIUIIII!T I.SUIIDS. tho Yoeolll. R1 
pr-bl;r bit b:r a wbu.rino torpec!o, altb...,b tltoro Rl oc.. 1Ddicat1on ot 
a auolinl cq>looion. About olxt.:r perc..t of tbo cr.., ourv1Tec1 and ban 
bMD rooonrec1. 

ODo of tbo priiODOl'o recoY.-ec! trca tbe .Jopanooo ftm.arino ounk in 
tbe Yio$.n1t.J of TARAI'J. on 23 loY..a..r intorae<l that t.llo oulaa:'ino Rl tbo 
Ro-35• '11\e oh&nctoriot.ioo ct tbio wbu.rino are not knolm1 but it io 
- tbat tbo ROo 34 11 a TNOIIl of ,,.., iNIIdrool t.oao aurtaco c111pl&c-t 
&Dd. 11 probabl;r o!.aUar to tbo ROo 35• 

At llt46 a.a. 23 loT•ber, olxt..., Liberatore, witbout Ncort, bcall:>ec1 
~ ..... ~, BOO:l.liiVIU.B UILAIID. A nmo'bar of tiroo nre ot&rtec1 in tho rlcinit;r 

ct tho .._,- &Dd. tho 1011th roYota.lt aroa. 

At abollt tbo - Uu., throo Liberatore - 8Ul.l1 aDd t"" Liberatore 
- CIWIAI, BWG.liiiYIILI ISUIID. Raalto or tbooo two attaolto were 11D­

ob&OrYI4. All of oar pl&DN rotllr'IIOCI. 
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CO~UtiCH Fll..& UNITED STATES FLEET 
HSADQUARTIU OV TK& C0.MMAN'DBR 1N CKliP 

HAVV DBPART.WENT. WASIIINGTOJ!I , 0. C. 

4o00 p.m. 24 No ... Oiber 1943. 

SJUTH AND CEH'I'RAL PACinC (Cont 1d.) 

Incoooplot. report.o inclie&to that .., unroport.od number or 
d .. tro,ero attochod to Oootro,...r Squ&droo mm-T!OUZ intercoptod 
lnd attacked about tin o,_y ohlpo, (t,po \lllla>owro), at 1:05 a.m., 
25 11....-...bor, By about 31.32 a.m., four ~ ehipo nro lllllk and 
tho )W'IUit continued .W. wet from a pooltion about oixt:r llliloo 
nortbwot or lliKJ.lSL.UIO, P'urtbor dotaUo aro not at pr .. ont avaU­
eblo. 

.lt 9115 a. m. , 23 llov-r, t ""nty-throo llitchollo and oix 
Vonturao, eonrod b:y twnty-tour Coroairo, bembod CHAB.AI, IDUGAIN­
VIUZ I:SUND, and otart.od a nllllbor of largo tiroo. Hoav;r mtiair­
oratt tiro wao onc<>U.Jrt.orod but no pl1n00 intorcoptod. Ono llitcholl 
t oll into IU:I'CHlN BAY, north IDUGAINVIIJ.E ISLA!ID. 

Our air patrol O't'or EIIPRESS AUGUSTA BAY cl1d not encounter 
~ on"'"J' planoo on 23 Nonmbor but otratod KIBTA, llXJGAIHVIU.E 
ISLAl«l, otart.od ho tiroo and in odd.itioo oot on tiro three '"""'7 
barg••· 

Bh"'"J' plano• on 23 November dropped rourt.oon baobo in the 
TCROKINA area, BOUGAINVIUE ISLAIIO, and deotro,..cl aevoral bouoeo, 

Ouri1lg 23 NOftllber, tho out coaot of IDUGAINVIIJ.E ISLAND 
wao bombed and otratod b;y four llitchollo with unobserved rooulto. 

At 1140 p.m., 24 No.,.ember, a reconnaisolnCo plano from 
GUAOALC.INAL otratod tttO oi>OIIl:Y lending bargoo nortbout ot CAPE ST, 
G<DRGE' N1JII IRELAJil , 

BOUGAINVILI.& ISLAND GBOUIIO SITUATION 

Our pooitiono, in tho northeast .. otor of tho TCROKINA de­
fenoo poriutor, •ro attacked b)' Japanooo armed with autOIIl&tiC 

/ •IPOM. .At. lout ono h\llldrod md tour Jopanooo woro killod. Our 
cuualtioo ....,. oot roport.od. However, oome cuualt ioo md dllfiA8'I 
•ro ouotainod duo to &n"'"J' art.illery fire. 

~ 
\ .( ' 'lho oullu.rino GUOOI!ON, returning from patrol off tho CHINA. ,, JP" COAST, roport.od &inking ono tonker of ton thouomd tono, a tronopart 

f\r ' of about olonn thouoand tono, ond one dootroyor or tho ASASHIO clooo 
\ 1 ~ (1, 500 tone), during tho poriod 18 llcrrember to 22 November. 
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0o).ONCH P11..8 UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtADOUARTIJtS OY TH.r: COMM.ANOIR IH CHIEP 

NAVY OEPAJn'MIUfT, WASJUJ!IGTON, D. C, 

9 a.m. 24 November 194J. 

30U'nl .A!ID CENTRAL P.ICIFIC (Cont 'd.} ,., (/' UvV 
On tho ni,r!ht o! 23 llonmber, Jap&DOoo toreu on BITI~ ISLAND, 

T.&RAII.l .I.TCLL, lav.nehed a hoa-ry eountar attack, wldeh wu dee1oivol;r 
do!oated b;r tbo SECOND II.ARINS DIVISION. Tho bulk o! ttl. OMIII7 r ... 
ohtaneo woo broken and BITI'!V ISL.A!ID toll at 1130 p.m., 24 Hovoabar. 

At 11100 p .11., 23 Nov•bor, tho sulmar1ne NADTilllS roportod t.ltat 
oho had ortabliobod C<>ODUDicatinn with tho llarine alloro part;r on 
APZIUIIA and ouccooded in landing all otoroo and Allllllll1t1cn. About 
twant;r-!iYo Japaneoo oro ontronchod on t ho .lt.oll. Thoro han boon 
no llarino cuualtioo. 

During tbo 110rn1ng o! 23 Nov..,.bor, ol&Yan Liboratoro operating 
tram CANTON ISL.A!ID, atruck IIlLI, IIARSHALL I SL.A!IDS. Thirtoen tono 
ot b<:cbo wro droppocl. Twoln •MII7 !isbtoro into,..,optod ond ot 
thooo, two nro dotinitol:r allot do"" and t wo more poooibl;r obot doom. 
Light antiaircraft !ire damoaod ono Liberator. 

On 23 lloYOmbor, LST 447, unloading OUjlplioa in EIIPR&SS AIJCUSTA 
BAI, BOUGAINVlllE ISLAND, wao ahollod b:r an 61101117 oboro battar;r. 
'throe o! tbo poraomol woro killed and nine 110undod. 

An incomplete report indicate a t.ltat on 23 Novamber, a plono 
.-ttachod to tho SOUTH P.ICIFIC FORCES, ocorod a direct hit 011 a Japa­

Vrwoo oubm&rillo orw hundred ailoo wot ot BUKA ISLAND. 

Photograph& taken on 23 Nonmbor allowed t.lto BALLALE, KAHILI, 
KAR.I. and BOtliS runn;ro unaorvicoablo. Tho BUKI. I'Ull1f&7 pouibl:r -­
Yicoablo. 

'l'bo tollowillg additional dot&Uo han boon rocoiwd in connection 
wit.l\ tho Jap&DOOO oubm&r1.Do (I-52 t:rpe, 11.)90 to110) 0 reported ounk 
on 22 lloTomber in ,..otorda;r attarnoon ' • .,_..,., During tllo twiligllt 

( 1 ot 23 11o...-, in tbo Ticinit:r ot T.&RAlf.l, tbo Dootro;rer lOUIE doptll­? ) 'll charged and torood t.lto suJaar1no to tho our!aco wlloro tho Dootro:yer 
'l.l I"'UZIIR oank ' tho oulaarino b:r ..-ing. Throe injurod prioonoro wro 
' 111 takell. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HUoov...,.. or no ColnWmll 01 Clair 

.. n..,~.w~o. a. 

"', ... 2.3 .......... 194) 

IQO'll AID CPptr PA!2IrlC (Coat'd.) 

......_\• oa\~ t1r. ._. -\er..t ""' DO ·- ploau i.Dt....,tpt..S. 

two clin t '""' ... .....,..t 1D lla11to ....a u ar\ill81'7 epottere, O'ter 
•AI'IIWIIP![ISS JIJGIISU IIA1', _.. tlred 011 .... tiaireratt loaUeriNo tlda 1.o tiM tin t 
mdeoa ot ..._ ua\iaricr.n i.DaWla\iCIIUI 1D Ule ar-

A later rap- 1a41catN that tho GUIDUCAMAL recoDMiaauaco pluat 
&&It - -- loar&M Oil 22 1....-ber 1D st. a.lllai'S awiXIL l.llatM4 ot two 
"'""''"' u prado•~ rtpOrtod. 

!OWJ.JIY I 'I ! ?'!"" SI!U,\TICI 

0.. w ... ~ ... baa Me m-.cl .. all trOilt.a abo'tlt tnln 
- •r..t ,...... .... - -- DiJM th- ,...... 1D wicltb Uld ....... tbooaauacl 
7ard.t 1a doptll, 11b1ca iacltld .. tbo etira PI'fl. airthlcl ai\e, StrOll& ·­
ru1&\aMe w U.• DOrtlleaa\-. .,......,_with &nill1r7 nwort. s...et1"" 
t1n .lop...,.•• wr• ldll..t. 

{" Dv1D& tbe Jli&bt of 21- 22 10'1-.r, bot .. ., tlllrV to tbirtr-tin 
r:... 1 r/ "-be were clropp..t OD 0111' F01DI lOreN a\ 'ralatiJIA, b\1.\ Caueecl DO ~N 
· 1 or oa.walt1-
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
~Of1U~11fQazr 

s~ 
"'~"' 

u n DIP.uT~GD~T. W'AI' _,.a,.., a. c. 

4 ..... 23 ......... 1943. 

S0!!1!! AIR 'iP'I!"· PACIFic (Caat1 do) 

'!be 1 ·•• of tile S)U!IIDII .lftACl JPalCI rop..,W at 9•15 ..... , 
2.3 llo'r..,., tllat ...,iDe 'tp CII*'•Uau aDd \be eoptva of TAJWI.l are 

Pl'Oil'NaiDc al.,.q op1ut at11bbonl raaut&D4.. Ov ouaalt.iao are baa..,., 
... t tile -t bu DOL bee datomiDido About 0111 '-ad t.Dd r1tt7 
,~.,_. are at 11:-. loaat.icm.. !be r-a.t• nn1.'1'1A& t he or1&1D&l 
prri- of Moat fov tMaud tba '-drld ..... aoat terld ~o..t tile 
.l\ello A rae-·hoanca of IIAI.&IA I3LAJID, -b of UIUI"A, diHl.oald DO 

md-• of JAPADSI, 

AltboQcb captv• or TAII.lll. •- to be aon:rad, tile o~at• oo~ 
t.ioa 1l1ll taka U.wt fba dqll wUb tbl u.S..t&D4a of coat~ air ond 

c-fil'• IIII'PDrt. 0.• to ....r ......Utioao t.Dd a"G'&l .,_, ucbiM""' 1\Nta, 

llbloh ba" liCit u 71t bee -..USed, uload1111 iA eli.tticalt t.Dd &low, 

Tba dNtrorar• mS!ITI!t, HDRMA¥11 t.Dd BlJIOGOU), Cll*'&tiJIC 1A tbl 

Yic1Alt7 or UJWU., auta1Did .u-- dau&• aft• tovociWtc a ooral raar. 
Duoc• to u.. dNVoT• ..,..,..., prm .. al7 r.., ... tld, wu 1a .......... 

Ajlpar&t.l.J' Jal.LI, MARSIUU. ISUII'DS, wu ncoNatllllJ' attaokld b7 U.S, 

eani.• bou• &ireratt cc 22 tlo,..-,... O.t&il1 are not at preemt. an.ilable. 

/ CID 22 llo'r.U.., a .Jap-• aloooar1Aa ( I-52 trJ>a, 1,390 t<>Ga) .. ...,.tad 
~ / ~~ llroucbt to the nrtaca - dlatroTid b7 c-tir• iA the tru.aport ar• 

~ f / of TAJWIA. ODe priAooar wu captvado 

'ftla u. s. nMiariAa I'I:IJII(a, 'llblla -- iA tba raacua or a dl:llonld 

aftitor ...,. tlllrV-tin 1111•• --.t of JaU.I, M'"lf•Tl ISUIIDS, wu 

at.rafld 111r a ,~..,.. ... ~ ~. avta1Aacl .u,Jat ~·• aad as.. of 

bv ---•-.lad. 
At lrl5 .... 22 loY ... , 11cbt nt~, Oil patrol 01'1r tile IMPRI8S 

AlXlOST.l IIU Ar•, -- U.wt tbirt7 of tortr ollp&llNI tiallt• pllllN t& 

.U• ~ ot IIJ'UIIA, JlllOO.UIYILUI ISL.lll), Pba .,_, pl.aaN ••• 

eliot ._ All ot _. ~· ret....,... 

~t ~~ atratld tba CHABAI "-• BOOOAIIIVItr.l Is.JID, 011 tbe 

aft- of 22 .,...,., 'ftlree .,_, b&r&N t.Dd a nlllbw ot -llfl.a&ld 

Wtallatiou ..... ..t - tire. 

At - 22 .......... -t7"fOV Mitoballa t.Dd n ... Y•twu, ..,., .. ad 

llf ei&llt Coraaira and ll1&bt Litbt~lil~Ca, attaokad BUU, IIClOG.liiiYIUo ISLAMD. 

1laq bita..,. ecorad aDd tiraa atartad &10111 tn•-,.a oad tba ........,. 
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CoNu•cx ' """ U NITED STATES FLEET 
KL\DQil!AJlT1nt tw nta ~'DD IN Qurr 

lf"AVV OIPAa'TWDfT. WAIKUiCTON, 0. C. 

9 a.a. 23 ll"'"'mber 19/oJ, 

OOIJTH PNiiFIO (Cont 1d,) 

lUXDi lSLAHJ) hu -D captur.d &Dd tiM 11Cio'TI-SIM:I>"'H DIVISION, 

IIDI.t..d stat .. t.nq, baa takoo - &abon, 4 tow ocattorod to~ 
aaiporo aro bo1n& 110ppod oap, 

At 2ol5 p.m. , 23 Jfoftlllbor, tho Unitod statoo 1\lburino N.WTILUS, 
ropcrt..d that abo had not ootabl.ilhod c,_unication with tho llarilloa 
&aboro at .\PDIAIIA oinco !1Yo p.m. , 22 1/oY-.bor. Stcroo or a.unitioo 
for tho aboro part7 haft DDt U 70t MoD lalllod, 

A DWObor ot - aodi\8 bcabora wore ovor tiM T.IRAJU aroa without 
ottoct tiM o....Unc tw1118l>t of 21 lfon11b.r aod tho .,min& twili«JJt 22 
...,_bor, 

Tho •&torn halt ot T.IRA'IIA hao boon occupied b;r tho SECa;D l.WUNE 

DM.SIOII, but ioolatod poioto ot O'*l;r noiotanco 1o tbe term ot pill 
llouo, block houMa &Dd Ul(ll.ac•onto roaai.n. Our caoualtioo woro re­
pcrtod boorry 'oi th about the bundrod """"clod, 

Tho dootrororo SCIIROEilER &Dd DAS!IDLL, operating 1o tho Yic1D1tr 
ot TllU'IIA, ouotaiood aiDer claluco otter touchinc a coral roet. 

Duriog tho ottoroooo ot 21 NOY-.hor, aix Liberatore, operating 
o-.. NANCIIE.I, !IWCE ISLAIIDS and ton Liberator•, troa lUNAJIIII'I , attockod 
N.IIJIW I.SLAJID, l'botograpbo takon ottor tho attacko ill.dicatod both run­
wqo co tbo ~ un...-..ieoablo, Allot our plano o rwturnod • 

.U. 1:20 p,a,, 22 Novo.oobor, MYOn roccnn&iaoanco plaooo attaokod 
an4 oaok two o~ bara01 about tbirt;r ..Uoo north northeaat ot RABNJL, 
NEW IIUTAIN, 

.u. 2•45 p.a., 22 llovoabor, titt;r-two din bollboro &Dd twontr-tOW' 

tcrpodo -·· conrod b:r aixtoon Coroairo, attackod KJHII.I, 11Dil04IN­
VIU& ISL.t.IID, Piroo ..-o otarto4 tc4 a IUIIbor ot bite _.. occrod on 
text~ aD4 tho 1'\Dwq, ll1no ot tho pl-• ..-o 4_..t b7 tct1aireratt 

tiro, but all rwturno4, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.u.oouMnlll or no: co.nc.....,.. Of CHID 

••n DG'.urrw:DIT. WADWIOTOM. D. G. 

ICIJ1Il PJCiliC ( C.t,. cl. ) 

... p.a. 22 ........ 194). 

( 

11M 11111h4 IWtM .-riM IUUTILUS reporlecl tllat lllo neceeclecl 1A 
lond!'IC llou'iaM oa .&PIIWI.I., oa4 tllot a 'l'iA&l oip&l r.colhecl bT bor at 
5 p.-. 22 •"•• 1A4ioatecl tllot tbo ol.tut.lce alii ... • wu aats..tutor7. 
!bo IUUTILUS ito -"l.o to liZIII otorM IZIII -s.u"" d!M to tbo proooaco 
ot u OGtiQ' o'IIIM.r1Do *1Gb .. coatactecl 1JI tile U'M at 10 p.-. 22 
lo•d ... 

lJu to doa&• out&J.aecl bT .,...riro tr. u -.ddmtl.Uecl olaip tov.r 
IIUM not ot IIAI.UIA LSLAIID, GILB11!T ISLIJCill51 dviAC tbo ~ ot ~ 
........... , tbo IUUTILilS c._t 4Uo tor 110ro tbaa a t• ~-

~Joaoiac 22 lot_..,., om-,.,.,,,.. tore• ce llAUI, GIJaiT ISU.IDS, 

--t~~UT -.... ... aca1aot - .,..to uc1 pUlM:ue. A tw -
mSpon r-•aecl 1JI tllo occ.~pito4 aroao. ~ lou• '"" boa'7. 0.... 
loaou ,..., upt, 

I 
Tbo U&uporio are about oJ.xt.F p...,•t -.loaded UDder bt.4 beacb 

aJoadlnc 0011d1t.1CIIl0. .l i&alt pooup of prri- troopo, T.G. 5.1,,6, bu 
U'1"1Yecl at ll.liD. Ia tbo dlv''• oporat.101101 oao AY.,.or,.... obot doe 
""" U>Otbor wo loot but io oo,..idorecl aa oporaticeal ca.ouaU7. 

U 6rl$ a.a. 21 lOY-, ODO .. ..,. pluo izwffocti~ booobod 
tbroo ot ov IIOtor torpocle bo&to ud oeo LCI 1JI tbo 'l'icial.t7 ot DIPRISS 
.wcom au, ~ ISL.IIID. 

U lr)O p.-. 22 IO't'e.bor, a r.c~•-• plaM, oparatiJIC troll 
QOfNICAJAL• J"tpOrt.ecl s''*''tC a ...... a.Dd at.t•ddna uotber iD Sf. 
~'S CIWIIIIL kwa .. - BBITAD all4 .. IIIIL.UID. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HUI)()UAITDII or nB COWlUJI'DD IN 0 Hur 

ttA'IT Da'UTWDtt. WADIJMQTOM, O, C. 

9 .... 22 ..... __. 191.3 

IOODl PAClliC (CM\. 4e) 

Pbot.osr"llha t.ken on 20 ..,.,_. allow all &1r tielcla on IIClJ­

G.liiiVILU l5LAIID un"l'YicoC.lA. Tbe won t:1cll0 ot tbo &1r nl"ip at 
lARA wu beill& rop&ired. 

At daM>, 21 Nonllber, three llitchello nratoc! the KIET.l area, 
llOOGAI!IVll.a ISUND, with unob .. M'ecl rulllto. 

, At 5t)5 a.a., 21 IOY-r, &1r patroll OYer tho l!JIPRESS .WGUST.l 
II.&! ..... , IIClJG.liiiVILa ISLJHD, contacted .. ,..., enC~T tigbtero. All 

ot tho - planoo were cot cloWD. Hcoo ot OW' planes """" loot • 

.lt lDt)O &.a., 2l • .,...,.,., tbirty Li-at.oro attaclalcl N.IIJ!!I.l 
ISL.\IID, .l Dlllber ot bcabo toll oa tbo NDlfaT. Ko&Y)' anti&ircratt tiro 
wu oncountorocl but. DO ""CIT planoo intarcoptocl. All of our planoo 
rwtu.rnod. 

At 2t00 P•• · • 2l lloY-r, titty-oi&ht dive bombers and thirty­
tho torpo<lo boel>ero, ucortad b7 al.xtoon Coro&iro, attacucl KAR.l, 
IULAIET.l &Del the JWIGU KILLS arM, BOOO.liiWIIJJ!: ISLA!il. .l larp oU 
tiro waa otartacl betwoon tbo PORDREI RIVER &Del IC.\NCU. In addition, 
gun pooitiona on top ot lC.INCU HilLS _.. bit. No 01*17 plano• wra 
Olloounterad. All ot OW' planes rotunwcl. 

Durin& 2l ..,...,.,., t_, D&UDtlo10 diYO boabon, 1lb1lo ana-sod in 
ll&1oon &Del artillor,. opottin& .....r IIIII'USS MJGUSU B.li, otratod on., 
but. ot x.J.IJW(A, BOOO..liNVILLI I5LJIID. 

OD 2l lloYollber, a rocom&iumco fPlti) )c!roppod baobo"" ll.lllRU and 
OCE.lll ISUIIDS. No ....., pl ......... 1n • &1r OYOI' N.lllRU lSL.lND DOl' 

wro lllJT ob .. ..,..cl on tbo ~. Ko&YT ant1&1rcratt tiro wu oncow>­
torocl. Ko&YT ant1&1rcratt tiro wao oleo oncountorocl at CX:E.lll ISUIID. 
Our pl.,. rot\ll'u.cl without c~aaap. 

p!G.liii!PI! 131J!I!) Ci!!O!JN) SI111ATIO!I 

In tbe out -tor ot our pot:l.tiODO 1n tho DIHIIISS .W:UST.l B.li 
area OW' \roopo tOIIDil ocl:4Mn .Jop.,. .. clltod llld. tbe -~ poaitiOD 
Ill • 14>11 attor be ill& whJoctod to our artillery tiro. 

tbo .w.ar1no_...!1AIIIIlii)ADk an o...,- !roJ.clltor &Del an oocort 'tOoool 
1n oddit10D to claacill& the tbr" tro4btoro reported 1n tho aominc 
~ ot 20 No.-..bor. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hauoo...,_ Of1D ~.Oar 

un DIP.....,....,.·~ D.C. 

9 - 22 llo...U.Z. 194.}. 

8CXJ1H P.tCillC (Cog\ 1 4.) 

tba tollow1nc datailo huo *n "coived in conMotion with tho 

l...S!ng operationa on TAIL&IfAJ Ow- approoob wu undotaeted. Air oup­

port, altboqh tbirt~tbe llinutoo lata, wao otroctin. Ounti.-. pro­

pa ... uon wao ••1"7 o!taotin and permitted tbo J.anr1ins ot L'VT'o with 

aull poroonnol caoualtioo. tbro\l&hout the diJ" tide eonclitiono did 

not porodt. an.r boato to laud m tho booch. 

o...,. to tba t.nlo ao ho197, rellllltinc in conoiderablo ditticult)' 

in tho han4linl ot "hintorc....to and wppU... ~neT oppodtion in­

ohoro pNTontod tho ootabllohmonto ot d"por boachhood.o. Up to 9:57 

p.a., 2l lfo'r•ber, no artillery or suppllea we.re &.lhore. TW"o co.llbat 

to•• wro onsasod in tho oporotion. a-....... lata ~·pt ........ 

-~ !""'!' &D nn!m<!ID od p get~ indicated that tho dtU&tion OD TA!UlfA 

ISL.UID tumod tuorablo at abou 11:45 a.a., 22 Novo.berJ 

!be following addl.tiooal wo ..... tion bao been ..... 1-..cl in comec­

tion with tho torpecloios ot tho aircratt cerrler IIIDII'Sio'!E!I:I, on 21 

lloYoabor: tbo earrior wao attockod by !ittoon Jap..,.oo aodi~a bamboro 

al>ooot !ort;y ailoo wot o! TA!UlU, during OYooing twilisht . tbo ooe.r 

plaoao •- in ••1"7 low onr tho water and wre not detectod b7 Radar 

unW TiwallJ' ob..nod. 

tbo OD&IIIJ attock wao "filoroual:T oacuted in tbo !co ot boaTT 

aotiaircratt tiro and tishter protection. It. io ootl.Jut.od that six o! 

tho - plonao wro ohot down. 

Lata reporto indieo.to that tho ~ wu oblo to got uodoi'­

"Ri:r and 1o proowding at tittoon laloto towardo PUNUIITI, m:.LICE ISLAIIDS. 

U:I 22 wao otratod b)' t.., on-.r tigbtoro in IIIIPRISS AUGUSU B.U, 

8CiUC.Uli'fli.a I.SL.UID, at 6o)O .... . 20 11:...-r. n ... n ..., ..... liOundod. 

OD 20 !lo-r, o.ir po.trolo onr liiPIIISS AOOOS!A B.&I, BDUGAINVILI..I 

ISLAND, obot down a Jap..,.oo aod11111 bo.lllbor woot ot TCftOKI!IA. tbooo 

pl-• than otratod - inotallationa noar IIIJI:>ITU IIISSIOII, ooutblloot 

BDCXIWIVILLI I.SL.UID. 

Dllriq 20 lloToabor, •'-1 pl..,.• <ll"oppod trao ti!t7 to oixt;y b...,o 

in tho TCIIOIIIIA area, 8DUO~ ISLAND. Tho booabo tall on o. t\101 and 

oaall ...,. ..... a on tho o.ir otrip ,.,. .. coootruction. P'in •n wro 

ld.l.lod. aDd oi&btoon muodod. Ot tbreo Jo.pooaoo pl&Mo 'lltlicb otratod tbo 

- our ODtio.ircra!t ti.-. probably daotro:yod t..,. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.DQuAJ:rD~ or no: co~ or CMJD' 

KAYT tm'&Jn"WDDT, WADIDIOTOM. D.. C. 

pm! P4iinC (COIIt 'd, ) 

• 

At 3•50 p.m. , 20 lloT-.r, ·thirt;r-oae Anngoro, tittr-.... en 
Alawltlo11, oocorted b7 eigbt Core&ira, bombed mel atrated e~ 
coocentraUona mel ouppl7 lin .. !!.'<Ia II.UilUKA to IIIBO RIVER, 
BOIXlAINVILU! ISLAIID. A nu.ber ot tir., were atarted. All or 
our pl.azwe returDecl. 

\t At 11100 a.a . , 2IJ JloY.-bar, thirt7 llitchollo and Vonturu, 
'\ coYOrod b7 ! i!tMn IJ.&htni.ngo, boal>ed BONIS with good raoul. to. One 

bn 'ld1 ng 11&11 deatro,...S, a DUIIII>er damaged and ti!toon hit a oco-..d 

/ 

Oil the .,..q. Jlo e- interception .... encountered and all or 
our planoa returned; 

Tho &ircratt carrier I NDEPENDENCE {CVL) .,... torpedoed at about 
6115 p.m., 2l Novomber, by on""¥ aircraft approximatal7 forty mile• 
nat o! TARA!! A. Tho n aool' o engine roaa io nooded and atw 1o 
~r tow by ttw crui."r PENSACOLA and two deatrcyora towardo 
I'UlW'IITI, ELLICE ISLANDS. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
EIIADou.A~:rDS o r na CoWWUDD~ or C,MtD 

UY'f OlrA.I'TlCDCT, WAJIUNOtolll. D. C. 

S9UI!! P,!Cinc (Cont'cl,) 

9 a,a, 21 Nov.obor 1943, 

Dllrillg tho l&to attemoCII11 19 Honmber, DinotMn Liberatore 
of!octive1;r booabe<l TA!Wf.l., GILBERT ISLAIIDS. All o! OW' planoo ro­
turn.d., 

During the • .,.. attornOCII10 tnln Liberatore, operating troa 
N:)IIQIE40 ELLICE ISLM!DS, otruck at IWWI0 GilBERT ISLANDS. 4 
mllber ot tiroo were otarto4. OM ot the bombero craaho4 an4 burneci 
upon ito ntW'n and IDOtber 1andotd. en tho wat..r ,.ar ito buo OD4 
eank, t,. If 

•• ¥"' 

4t 8o30 a.m., 21 Ho-r, aepbibioua !orcoa, wxlor c.-....4 ot 
a.ar ~al 'l'llmer, (Tuk Porco .52), lan41d 011 tho woot eide o! 
llJT.UUTARI ISLAND, IWcrll .&rol.t, &&ainot aall 110rtar !ira an4 ....,llino 
SUD !ira, The oppoeition co&IOd alter OW" troops l and.oci, 

t,arx!lnge "" tho nortbeut oi4o of Btrl'.UUTARI ISL4HD c.-onceci 
at lO •43 a ,a, qainot boaYT mach!.- cun tiro which waa IOCII1 roducecl 

4 later report inclicatecl that one-halt ot llJTARITARI 
waa OW" hanclo. Enc;r reaiohnco cont~cl to tho o&otwarcl, 

0\lr caeualtiu nro light, 

Tho o.pbibiouo torceo, wxlor a.ar ~al Hill, (Taak Force 53) 
landeci ito tirot ....,. Cll1 TARAII.l at 0913 a.a., 21 Honmbor. B:r 1013'7 
a,m,, live wavoo wore aoboro with tho aixtb ready to l and tanko. ~ 
rooiot&DCe waa encountered and contimlea. 

During tba -ration, tho United st.atoo cleatro;ror RJJ«llOLD, while 
Wlloading inaicle ot tho 1&&oo11 ot TAR»f.l, wu bit, apparent1;r b;r enom;r 
artiller;r and. one engine io roporteci out o! ..-iooion. Tbia 1o tho 
(~ uval ouualt;r nportacl, 

During 21 No..-..r, tho ~ticn ot a powder char&• in tho center 
j SUD ot TW'rot -r 1'110 011 tba O. S.S. IIISSISSIPPl, otarto4 a powder 

!1r& wbicb killo4 one o!!icor and tbirt~nin• enliatocl Mil and. 1nj W'o4 
nino Ollliatod ..... 1 f f v 

Dur1nc tho atternoon, 20 llo'fulber, tbrM llitcbella bombeci and 
il/ atratecl the co&otal vUlapo !rca RURI BAI to WI.Il.I.I I'OIHT, ~GAIN-

8\I~ 'fl!D ISUJID, with unob .. rvo4 noW. to, 

- 649-

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES fLEET 
Hu.ooo-""'- OJ TKl coww.uroo Df Cmr 

lllAn DP.unGWT. w~o.c. 

9 a ,a. 20 NoY•ber 1943, 

500111 P.ICIFIC (Co!!t1de ) 

~ 1.8 lloT•ber, &irarafi troa TUk roreo .50,4 (!!A!I.t'l'OJA (CV) , PIIIIIC!tTON 
(CVL) , SAil DIIOO (CL), SAil JUIJI (CL) ami tour cl.utro7 ... a) a~tacl<ecl. M.I.IIRU 
tbrM ~t..a 111 aupport ot tho "'' ... ation tor the capture ot IWCIN, 'I'WIIA, 
IUld A.PAIWIA, GIIJlllll' ISLIJIDS. N1rlot7 tona ot boabo woro cl.roppecl. and A n-r 
ot lireo atart.ecl., A on .. huncl.recl. toot enG¥ trtightor waa otratecl. and burnecl., 
Throe ot tour crouncl.ecl. Mcl.1\llll boolb ... o wore otratecl. and burnecl.. s_..., on-.r 
tight ......... a1rbomo at tho tt.. ot our ,..,one!. ancl. th1rcl. at tack, Two 
wora allot clown b.r our ti&htoro , Bn-.r antWrcratt tiro alightl.7 clau.cecl. 
1.1x of our p1U1et, but all plan•• returned. 

on,. auburino lWIIlBII roportecl. attaclc111& an •"""V' conT<J7 ot thrM trti&bt.­
ore about tltreo luldrecl. and a..-ant;r-tt ... IIUM oouthuat or CI!ICRI JDU. oc 
or about 1.9 lloTaber with ~boo !ollood.n& raoult11 Qlo prob&bl7 ounl<, ono 
ba4l.7 crippl.ecl. 4Dd tho th1rcl. cl.ollla&od and under tow b.r d .. trQTor. 

Tho ou~o BALAO, roturnln4! !1'011 patrol north and not ot tho 
BISIIA!!XS, roportecl. aa tol.lowu 

2.) October - tank a 4, 500 ton llaru one! damaged " 5, 500 ton llaru 
about two huncl.rod ancl. aovon~Y'""!ivo mllu north northwoot ot K.tVII!IiO, 
NEll I!llll..OO) • 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
Bu.ooo...,.. Of 1'WI co.owm. • 0.. 

K&ft IDD.t.n'WDrT. W•p ~ I Olio 0. C. 

• 
s'~ ~1-~JorR !I I 

,,~ 

4 poL 19 llovomb ... 194), 

SQUTR PAOlri9 (Cont'd, ) 

AD 1DcCIIIJ)lote r-s>ort 1nd1c&teo that p.rt ot Taok Forco 54 (L5T1 o &nc1 
carrioco croupa), taldn& part in tho cporation tor tho captun ot IWtlll, 
T~WA and. AP.IIWIA, GILBI!I!T ISLAIIDS, W&l o1chto<l b7 a JAPAIIBSE toW'-qino<l 
~ boat coo hunclro<l &nc1 tortr-oi&ht llilao aoot ot TAR.IJIA. 'l'bo oniiQ' 
plano wu driT., ott b7 Ill" tire. 

In oonnoctio:> rttb thio cporatioc, 'I'AR.IJIA wao attacked. accor<11nc to 
pl&A co 1.8 lloTW«r b7 o.irera!t ot Taok Group 5(), ) (BSSEI (CV), BUNml Hill. 
(CV) , IlllllP!%Illi!IICJ (CVL) , C!!!:S11R (CA), PIIISACOLA (CA) , SALT LAD CITT (CA) 
and. tin dootro, .... ) . Yurther dotailo aro not at prooont anil&blo. 

At noon 1.8 llov..bv, """ oquadron ot Liberator• att&cl<ed IW'.A &nc1 an­
otbor oqu&drco &truck BUU, BCUlAIIIVIU.S ISLAiiD. llita waro ocoro<l alo"' tho 
.,tiro lqth ot tbo B!JU ~ &nc1 in tho o011tb d.iop.,.oGl aroa, Cbo twin­
onc!.no P'OUDdo<l .._ booober wao probabl¥ dootroyo<l, Rosulto ot tho attock 
co IWU. han not boon reported., No ..,... planoo woro encountaro<l and all ot 
our plano• returned. 

At 12tll p .m. 18 Nonabar, ono Liberator bolllbo<l tho oouthwoot ohoro 
lino ot POPORANG I SLAJ.'D, SHattLAND Aroa. Rooulto ware not reported. 

At )r20 p.m. 17 NoTa.bor, throo IL1tchollo attacko<l tho )(lETA Aroa, 
8000AINVIW I SL.Il.'D. Two buil<lina• wor o probabl¥ c:lutrorod. 

A lotor nport indicatao thot throo onetiiJ' planoo woro c:lootr<>.Yo<l dur­
inc t ho 17 loY- Di&)lt bcwbinc att4ck an ov boocho<l L5T1o 1n !ID'R!SS 
AUGUSTA BAt, JIOOGAIIIVILtB ISLAND. ThJ.o acUco wao roporto<l in tbo t10rninc 
o-.y ot 1.8 !loT-. 

!!C)!!UJ!WJJ!: AND CIIC'l?!!! I? "ID Cl!lOI!!lD $l'I'OATICII 

LiaUo<l patrol acUTity contin11ao 1n t ho RIPI!I!SS ADGUSV. l\1.! Area, Olar 
pooiticoo aro be1J1C orpniao<l and conooll<l&to<l, 

A coaot watcbor on CHOISBUL ISLAJm roporto<l t bet all of tho JAPA!f'!S!: 
hon IIO'fo<l !roa tbo oouthwoot oontral eooUon ot tho ioland to tho nortbwaot. 
Tho ontiro coaot botwoon LIITI CRill!: &nc1 WARRIOR RIVI!II ·1o claar of tho .,.,., 
Tbo "'l"'P"at loft bollind b7 our paratroop bat talion, wl>l.cb nac114tod tho &raa 
an 3 NOY-, hu boon reooTaro<l, 1n a<l<lition to JAPA.'lESS OQuiP"Ot. and. food. 
Tbo boot., t.rapo l oft b7 our trocpo at VCIU cauoo<l ll&lll" oniiQ' caoualtiao and 
probabl7 aeoolarato<l tho rapid naouation of tbo JAPANI!SI. Ioolato<l JAPAII!S! 
1n tho wah are boinc bunto<l b7 tho nat1Yao, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ruooo.AJTDS or nn Co'kW.Ut.DD Df CIUIJ 

IIAVT 110.-rw»>T, W4SKDIOTOIII, b. C. 

sam! PACIPIC (Cont'd, ) 

9 a,-. l9 !IOYGbor 194), 

J.ttor aun .. t 17 NOYabor, nino Liberator•, opera tina rrom Clu'ITCII 
I8LAND, attacked IIALOI!UP, ILIRSI!ALL ISLAIIllS. An unroportod nwobor ot 
on~~~~r ti&btora 1nhrcopto4, and t.., or our Liberatore wero eovorels 
da.K&od. llo4orato ant1&1rcratt tiro ...... ..co~mtorod. All or our plan•• 
r•tum-.1, b\At on• bollber cracked u;p on l a.nd. 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
HU.oou.uTW Or 11(1 co.owma Df ClaD' 

IUfl DOAI'fWIIn', WAJIIIlM~D.C. 

• 

9 a.a. 19 ll<rro.ber 1943. 

SOU1II PJCll'lC (Copt '4.) 

llw'illc tbo nJcht ot 16-17 Jla...ber, our aircra.tt wccooof'llll7 ~lat.­
eel lliD1JI& operatiON at tho - Md at IIUl4 PASIIALZ. 

il.tftCl lt25 a.a. m4 5t25 a.a. 17 loT.-ber, tour IJ.bcratora bollbecl 
BUU ISLAIID anc1 BCiilS, !KnlAIII'fiLUI LSLA.Nl). In ad4U1on, a ni&ht tighter 
otrateel BCiilS anc1 etarteel a tiro and cluoa&eel a bAr&• in 8UU PASSAOB. 

At 2t2'7 a.a. 17 NoT•bor, oi&ht 111t'cllale bollbeel the coaet line on 
botll .!.d .. ot BUU PASSAOB, nort1> BOOOAINVIIJ.& ISLAIID. t..tor, o1ght oooro 
111toholb attaokeel tho area and etarteel ti,... t.n4 Gploe1o111. 

At 5tl2 a.a., thrM llitch.U. etrateel BOll. ISLAND with W>Obe.,..,eel 
ro..Ute. n:&TA, IIOUQAIJIVILUI I8L.IIiD, wu tbCl -eel by tboao pl&nae with 
UDObe«<'Ted ruulta. 

All1eel ail- patrole oTar IIIIPRESS AOOUSTA BAr 1 BOUlllli'9ILL8 ISLAIID 1 

oontacteel about thirtr-tivo - tishtere, divo and to11>eclo boobcro at 
about 8:00 a.a. 17 No-rabor. SixtHtl on0111 plmao ...,.. ohot doton. l!o 
loot t.o<> Coroail-o, 

At 8r00 a . ... 17 NOT•bcr, tortr-oi&ht 41vo bollbara, thirt7 torpeelo 
-·· oocorteel by tbirtr-oix ti&htore, attaokeel BaliS, BOOOAINVILI:.E 
ISLAND. L&rao tirao woro otarteel in tho IIIPP17 area t.n4 near tho north 
etrip. A -.,. ot hite wore acorecl in or near cun poeiUono anc1 othar 
inat&llau..... ~- ct. tbroo - tiglltor• att-teel to intorcopt, 
&Dd ..,. - dive tx.bcr t1recl at our plcneo. 'l'llo ot tho onOIII)' t1ghtore 
wro ·- -. ODe ot our torpock> bollbora taileel to retorn. 

OD 17 JIOYabor, t'11111. ... 111tcb.Ue and eight Careail-o boolbo4 BliiCA, 
!Knl.I.IIIYIUJI ISLAIID. A n...toor ot hito waro ecoreel on tho air etrip. 
Four 000111 t1ghtaro wore &11-borno but did not attack . 

4t noon 17 IOTGber, threo Liberatore boabocl lltld otrateel tho Air 
tiald aroa on TAIIAl!A, O:ttllm!T ISLANDS. No ln""'!' planoa waro aeon, but 
weak mt1&1rcratt tiro wao ... oountoreel. 

At 2tl5 p.a. 17 IOTabor, nino Liberatore, oporatiQ& troa I'U!IA1UTI, 
OD.I!I2! TSI.A-, attackeel tho ,..,....,., anc1 tho barrack area OD llllLI, 
!WI<!I!ALL I.SI..AII1)S. llltooeo ont1&1rcrart tire wu ono"""t-, but no 
COlli' plm• intorcopteel, 
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Ku.Dou~ 0? 'ftD Cotowma .. Clair 

un DIP.vnciiiiT, ·~o. o. 

-• 

9 ..... 18 Non.ber 1943. 

aoup! PICI7IC (Coat'd, ) 

Oil 16 llov-r, ll1J>I 1.1b...atoro, operatJ.nc trw. Wlro l!TMJ, •t 
out to &tt.eck MJ!cwt Af, MMsttAIJ ISlANDS. The weather tumad back 
tmo.. ot the ~.... 'lb• "'""'"« dx n~ athcQd 1>7 about • vm 
t o titteen Z•rc• onr v u m •P. 'lbe ~~ probabl7 obot down .,.,. 
•DIIIO' t1sbter bllt Wll'l toroid to jettieon theil' bollbe. 4 •&l'Cb i e 
lllin& conduatecl tor one ~ .. - DOl'th ot NllltU n;T.W ISLAHD. 

OD 17 llo.....,.r, trw. Jr 18 &.a., to 4 r!Yl a.a. , about twln en...,. 
baallero attoaked PU!IUUn, GILBERT ISLANDS. About enoat:r to oJ.&bt7 
'ttoabo ..,.. ell oppecl wllicb dutro,.ecl a gl'Cunded Libel'ator, one lk7 train, 
&Dd dauaed a auabor ot other planu. 'lbo Arrq r ..Uo rocoinr otaticc 
wu 1s l!obed, 4 Dlllber ot 'ttoabo toll on the~· on. aan wu 
1r111ecf, 

'lbe ~ Dl!GPISII, retumin& trw. petrol, ot tho CEtgllj!IS &Dd 
the n1'llEIU.AIIDS lAST DilliES, reported ao t ollow11 

Octobar 1, b7 sunJiro 
October 9, HlU'I'OII.t IW\U 
Octobel' a?, trei&htar 

'IOTA!. 

~ 
225 ton ~&11 boat 

14,050 tono 
S.OQO tone 

19,275 tona 

'lbe F1tt.b lehelon ot ~intorc-nto mel ~pliu cocoploted unlo..t~ 
inc at SIII'I!£SS AOOUSTA 841, clurin& the Di&bt ot 17 llov-. '1M 
t~ cla7 the t111 PJ.IIIISB &Dd beecbed LST' o nro 1De!tect1vol7 
'ttoabed b7 helve ._,. clive baloboro. ODe -plano wu brwght cl01111 
b7 bur- ballOODI, 

'lbe latolt ~port ot IUI'Yivoro trw. tho hi&b opeecl tranoport lla !te:AN, 
oablc on 17 llon.berr Jli&ht ot!icero and e igbt7 111ft tr- tho llalte:AN, 
ll1J>I o!tiaaro &Del ono buDclred. •i&htoen IIID ot tho llarinoo mbarked in 
the veo•l - Totol 215. 

~ aacl I&VJ' Liberatoro bc:abecl JALUIT, lUR3HALL ISI.AHDS, at noCIII, 
16 llo.....,.... Lar11 t~o wro otartecl. A ...-ber ot • DIIIO' !loot planu 
intercepted &ll4 - wu probahlJ' obot clown. Ooo ot our pl-• ~ached 
Ulf.&.IELDI ... c1 clropplcl a INIIber ot 'ttoabo with unreported ronlto. W 
ot 0111' planoo rotvnecl . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HUDOUAI'TDII or TKI Cc»nuJJnD Ill Ctm:r 

N4 n DIP AnWDIT, W A.PilNOTQIIt 0 C. 

-• 

9 a .a. 18 IIOY-or 1943. 

S?!!11! PM< InC (Cont 'el,) 

utor -t, oo lj llon.ber, &1sl>t Uheratore, operat.ing ~ 
CAII'!Oif I.SUND, athckecl KII.a, IUI!li!ALL ISLAIIDS, aDd IUnll, GILI!PJ!T 
ISL.UI)S . Lar1o !i.roe _,.. otartecl on IIIIll. llo an-r pl-o were 
anCOWJterecl. All p~o rot\U'Decl, 

4t 3135 a .a., 16 lloft.ber, oJ.&bt llitcholll bOIIbecl aDd etratecl 
tho IIJKA PASS.IO£ ond SOIUIIA ISLAND area. Later, at 4103 a.m., eight 
llitchollo at tao keel t hio area aDd t~~&in at 4115 •·•·, !oW" ...,,.. llit,­
challo attackecl. One fire wu etartecl, Pin o! our pl-o r.coiYecl 
a1nor cleat~~• tr<a antiaircratt tire bitt all ret\ll'lled, 

On the , ... .,mini, bet- 312S a,a,, oncl 4•30 a,a,, four Lib­
eratore - IIJlJ. &Del !lOiliS aDd etarteel a fire 1n tho IIJlJ. cli-roal 
area aDd !OW' !ireo alq tbe ahoraline o! IIJlJ. PASSACB. 

Betwen 81)S a.a., oncl 914S a.a., 16 ~. eJ.&btlln clin 
bollhero o!!oct1Yal7 - the o.-7 1D tho Yic1Dit7 o! tho JAB.I. 
!liVD. All p~o retumod. 

At 6100 a .a., 16 N........,.r, o18bt Coroai.ro &ttockod oncl d-ecl a 
barp orr Tll:lill.W, SOUG.I.IllVILIJI I.SUND, and deetro,.d a largo build­
ins one allo 1Dloncl ~ CIUBAI , IIAl'CIIIN BAI area, IIOUGAINVII.LI ISUHD. 

AD ~portecl Dl.alber of Onitecl Stateo deetrDTerO baabarded BUIU. 
~ 4•15 a,a,, and 4•S8 ..... , 16 llo-or. 

Pbotou..,bo tab~~ on IIOYoaber 16, obowel tho BONIS air otrlp ",._ 
rlcMI>J.o, tbo 1.111.1. otrip partioll7 oor'ficooblo, oncl tho BAU.AUI, IAHIU, 
ODd IIOI.I. air etripo oor'ficoablo , 

BClJQ!J!!!Ltt r;y ,,., aronm si'l\JATICJf 

0.... tonoo 1D tho 'l'OROKIN.l area, haYo -ndecl their de!on" peri­
aetor about ..,. tbOilllaDd 7ard1 on all trontt. 'l'ho beochhoecl 1o now 
ol.abt t.IIOIUIIDd 7U'c1o w1do and tin t.IIOillloncl tin bunclred Jardo deep. 
!bb 1Dclaoloo t"" thirclo ot tbo a1.r tiald oito. 

111-r ect1Yit7 ccnU..o 1D tho J.&l.l III'IIII area. Total ·­
cuaaltioo to elate, eiJbt bomdrecl -s -ln dHd, o1x prboooro • 
.tll1ocl cuaaltiu - lnmdrecl -s oonntoon deecl, tour blmdrecl -s 
olo ....... adod, e1Jht1"'- aboiAJ, 

Regraded Unclassified



.. 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.oou.Mrllll or na O»o«•..., Dl: CKIIJ 

XAYY I*P.uma:Jtl', WADIDIQTOfll. D.C. 

.. • 

4 p ... 17 Nov•bor 1943. 

SOUTH PACIYIC (eont ' d,) 

'Ill• oullu.rino n!RISI!!R oank a IIIAMii.,._ais~ troi&htOZ' with tbrM 
torp~ bite 011 l2 NOT-r nortll ot 'IRUK, 

On tllo 110rn1z1a ot 17 NoY-, fl'OIIl )tOO a.a. to 5:00 a.a., a 
Tul< Gro"' ot ICI.S)lt LST' o 1 ICI.S)lt APD' o, eo cart~ 1>7 six doatroyoro, 
wao attock~ 1>7 ""OIIi1 plan•• ott tbe weat coaat or BOOOAlNVILLI! in 
tho !lll'l!K9S AIJOUSTA BAY Areo. Two .,~ planoa wore doatro;rod. Ao 
baa boon prrtioual.y reported, tho b1S)l ope~ transport (ex--Ill) 
llcllWI wao struck b;r an Allrial torpedo and ounk, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.ooUA.InDI O.r 111'1 COwx.uma Dl' Clar 

UVT DCI'MtWDtt, WASlalfQ'fO"- D. C. 

9 a.a. 17 Novcber 194). 

p1TH PACIFIC (Coat 1d,) 

At. DOCID on 15 -.r, twnt7 u...ocortod Liberatore baob~ aJU. 
It io reported aood COYaroco wu obtain~ and -r&l firta atart.d. 
'lhilo thia action wu &o1a& on, a •inala Liberator alao bcmbed IW!ILI. 
llo "'*'IT &ir interception wu JDet. All our planeo retur*· 

Liberatore traa I'U!iuun, in tho afternoon ot 15 llo.....,.r, madol a 
aurpl'ioo atriko ao JAWIT I:ILAIID ot tho ll.l!l!IIALL ISLAND group. Bomba 
wro dropped hall ho18hta ot tourtoon thouatnd to t wo tbowoand teet. No 
ODOIQ' ant1&1rcratt tiro wu r.coiYed ao tho tiret run alld durin& tho attack 
DO on~ air intoroopt.iOQ wu aot. Deopl.to tho !act that 1t wao Ye"7 cloud7 
O"ftlr tbo tarpt, aood photop-opba wre takon. It 1o reported t hat at JAB>R, 
at tho DOrtbom ond ot JAWIT ISLIIID, tbore ..,.. tivo largo AX'•• porhopo 
one ~t crv.l.oor ond a&n7 bergta in tho harbor. One or theoo AX1a wao 
1ott burn1nc and tbr" nro probabl7 cl&~. ll&n7 tiroo wore atartod. at 
J ABC1\ •OQS tho hangaro, ahopo and oil atoroo. Six uoplanao nro aeon, 
but """" wore doetro,-.d. No cuual.tioa occurred in thio fi:lght. 

larl7 on tho 1110mina: ot 16 Noftlbor a nia:ht ti&lltor bombed poroonne1 
alld auppl7 arou botwoon KOIICU Hill and K.IJIILI. 

At 1t00 p.a., l6 lloftlbor, throe 111toho1la boaohoc1 and etrat~ tho eaet 
cout ot aJOOAINVILU: ISl.I.IID. lb07 doetro19'1 throe bargea north o! KIEU. 
!bo 'rillagoa !rca mTA to TI!a'UTS IURB)R woro wll atratod.. Lia:ht, but 
taU1.7 accurate antiairoratt tiro woo Ncoind at Kli'U.. All our p111n0o 
rotu.rnod witb ainor d-e but with DO 1n.1Ur'7 to poroom&l. 

At. duok, 16 IIOY.n.r, doletro711ro o! Deol!on 23 made a coutaot with a 
lOUr! &cod ouboarino t hirt,._eo ... n IIllo a woot ooutbwoot ot III.IT\1PINA POINT, 
B)00AI?IVILU: ISlAIID. 11ro woo oponod b7 our !orooo at 41 000 7ordo, and 
it io reported -&l hito wore mado. .,on tho ouboar1no -• brousbt 
UDder illu.inatl.Go, it out.orpd. 'Dlo ongoc-nt luted !or t wo1ft ainutta. 

At l,tOO, 17 No-r, tho auxill&"7 hia:h opMd doetro711r llcXII:AII wu 
tnmk 1>7 an aorial torpedo hall a l ow fi:rina: plano, twnt7 llilta oouthwoot 
of CAI'I TCJ!OKINA. J:IIPIIISS AOClUSTA BAI. Tho llc!IWI woo tho rear guarcl ot 
an I.ST torution opproacbina tho bq. Sho wu bit att on tho otarboard 
o1do ODd tho uplcoion otartod oU tiroa &ich oprood and uplodod bor 
upe1 .. , oialdnc hor. A prel.ia1a&r7 oOWit ot thoeo reKIIod indi<>atoa tbat 
oi&ht,.-..icht ot tbo ahip 1o por~ or 'IIIIich oi&llt woro o!tioore, 1nclwl­
ina tho .-d1oc ottioor, wro oaftci. !boro aloo haYO boon roocu~ 0110 

bundrocl and twoutr-eoYe Mrilwo, 1DClwli.nc nino o!ticoro. 
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••n IIOAITWDIT. WMIUM0'1'01C, D. C. 

• 

9 a.a. 17 IIOT•bc 194), 

!!QI!1!I p JCD'lC (CoM '4. ) 

U l.Or49 a,., 14 ..,.,-.,, ono Liberator borob«< KAHILI1 SIIORTLAIIDS Aroa, 

wbilo ODOtbor ot1e -..s !H<Jt'IUIID I.SL.IIID, Rooulto woro unoboerTocl 1n both 

ca.oo . llltoc.,. aatiairoratt tiro wu ...CUYocl and ono ot tbo Liberatore 1AI 

lll.ooin&o 

.l.t l rOO a.., lS Nonaber, a Voctura baruoocl 1tARA and UHILI, 'nlo 

r ..ult d tbo claN&• 111t11cted lou aot beoc roportocl. 

At )rlS a.a. lS • ..,-.., ..,. ai8)1t .t1cJrt.«r bc.bed tbe SIKit!LAJID-P'.USI 

aroa, cleotrqy1Jic ono noot plano &114 two bara .. ..,. otraf1nc. 'nlo inttrloo 

antiU..Cratt tiro clllla&ocl tbe plaae, but no inJun .. wore roco1Yocl '1>7 tho 

ptJraocmel • 

.lt )t)O a.a. lS 1101'ebor1 Li£htnil1go baobocl llUlJ. and otratocl tbo IIA1ti!IN 

BAY aroa near 8U!CA, 'nlo reeulte 1\aYo ""t booc roportocl. 

.l.t llrl.o a.-. lS NoT-, tittJ"-0'1• Dauntloeo, twoctr-oix Ayqoro, 

cOYorocl '1>7 aixt.., C<lraairo, baobocl IW!A &114 ocorocl lUte on tbo ~ &114 

ant1U..Cratt pooitiona, ~. ci1Hct hit wao ..... oa a builclina in tho •>wlr 
area. Tho ant1a1rcratt tiro wu ali£ht, 'nloro wao "" air interception. 

.1.11 0111' planeo ret\11"11 ocl. 

Dur1ns 1S Jloy-1 a CU.I.D.I.LCA!iAL onocpor otratocl hute, tbo pier and 

ono ..U oratt &114 two pUoo ot otor .. at J(IIITA, 

Pr-lllJ' ciiU'iaa dq~t, lS b-.ber, 0111' &IIPitZSS AOOOSTA BAY air 

pa~.o, tUllna to tilld wq ..,.., pl.llr .. , otaaocl a tiold d&7 up and do'on 

tbo «>utal arou &J'O\III4 BOo:lAIIIVILLll ISI.UID, TbiAI act1Titt ruultocl in 

tho cloatrCJTill ot oJ.&jlt baraoo, tho 1 "1111,. ot ono au.ll AI( ancl '"oral 

othor baraoo, tho eattina on tiro ot oi£ht buUdinae &114 n1111aro11o nuto, and 

tho c!oeti'07ina ot two tllal c!llopo at 'l'OIIILII. In their jovnqo, thq 

ODCOW>torocl Tort .u,bt &Dt1&1rcratt tiro in tbo IIATC!IDI BAI ..,. .. but 

rocai'l'ocl intocoo tiro at BCIII5 &114 'I'CIImQ, O.or Uota and AIW!.l BAI 

l~ht ODtiUrcratt tiro wu rocoincl, .1.11 011r plonoo raturllo4. 

Dvina tho IICI'2I1n& ot lS NO'I'•bc, toll!' IUtcl\allo ooarohocl tbo cout 

ott BOOO.liiiYIIU ISI.UI) up to IIUIA, 1bq ._.ocl a ....U troi£ht..- at 

C.lPI DIIIG.IJIOII1 11011111 IIOOOAINVJU.I, &114 ct .. trotocl coo bar8• and """lloo cm 

tho thoro at LIUSS ('l'INPI1TS IIARI!Cit Ar .. ) , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADouAITIIII or TD Coww.uma or CXIJr 

XAVT DUUT'w:DIT, WASKbfQTQt. 0. 0. 

9 a.m. 16 HoYamber 1943. 

SO!JfH PACIFIC (Cont 'd.) 

Furt.her detailJo on the bcabin& or TIH.IIfA., GIUISRT ISLI.NOS, 
on the afternoon or 14 HoYeber' inclicatee tlat l1inoo Liberatore 
attocked it. During the , ... attemoon nine adclitional Liberator• 
otruck at IIIUB Al:'OU. or the ILIRSHA.u. GROOP. No air oppooition 
wu offered there I:Nt li&ht and he&Y)' &Dtiaircratt tire wae eo­
countered. BcDbo which wre clroppecl troco Dine thouaaocl to one 
thouoano:l r .. t, otartecl tireo &Del created exploaiooo. It 1o re­
ported that no cuualtioo wre eut!erecl 1D both or tboH tligbto. 

Durin& the !light ot 14-15 HoYellber, motor torpedo bo&te 
operatin& trOll LAIIBU LAIIBU, northern VELLA. LA.VELLA. ISLAND, atta.cked 
thrM -.pt7 JapaneH bargoo m the be&eh at REIIUII ISLAND, north­
w ot CHOISIIJL. .UtbCNgh bite wre ob .. rncl, the extent ot the 
cleago wao not dotenained. 

Pbotographe takan OD 15 No-r or the e~·· air !iald 
on BOUGA.IHVIUJ! ISLJiiD 1Dclicate that the BaliS rurrn;r io .. nice­
able &Del tboM at BALL.WI, P:.ARJ., IWIIU and BUKA. are unMrrlcoabla, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ku.oou.unM or nr;a COlowloD If Cmr 

IIAn OIPMnCDIT. WA8CDIOfOIC. 0.0. 

4t00 p.a. lS lloY..ber 1943, 

S9!!1!! PlliliC (CO!\\ I d.. ) 

0.. lJ lloY..ber, the Firet. Battellon ot tbe tbir<lllarlDe D1rte1oo 14-
.,..ced to OCOQPJ the trail jliDCt.ioo, wiUob u tlu'M t.bGolpnd 7....S. oorth 
ot PIVA And nortb•et ot Ta!(I(IIIJ.. Here tht ..,.. wu attAcked 1D tne1r 
propared poeitlou, Io the enw1oc onc•1-t, t!l1rte .. ll&rinN were 
ldlled And eixtr-tin were wound&~~. llur1QI the &Yoniog, e.- anl,piQI wao 
rtported.. J. BLUI patrol aloo contacted & ollall p&rt7 ot Jape with two 

lJ.cl& -ch1De cao.o ·- •1x hundred 7ardo ••t or tne -.tb or tho LAJ!llJIA 
!Ull!R, juet. nortllwNt ot 1'CIIOKDIJ.. Iotendttmt !iiJ!tiDI oc:c11red clllr1QI 
the &!tOII'IIOOD1 witb our caoualtJ.• tot&lJ.DI CillO killed and ono wounded, 
lo -t.&te bu MoD roported ot the J&p loooN 1D either ..,.., ... t, 

'!be u.s. ~t cndoer II!!IVBit, which heel bar oqinHrlng tp&OM tloocled 
b7 ao &eri&l torpedo at StOO a.a. 13 lloY..ber, &rri"ed o&tol7 at PlRVIS 
I!ARBCit, FUIIlllA ISUJID at 9:00 a,a, l5 lloY-. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ku.DQu:....,.- Of na CotowroD llf Cmr 
IU.YT IIII'AIInCDtT, WAIKDIOTOW, 0. C. 

pm! PACIFIC (C09t 1!1,) 

A P"lia1Aaz'7 nport iDdl.cat..S tbo:t 09 14 No-n.ber, 'bet .. n 
4:27 p.a. , and 7o00 p.a., eia;l>t.een Libel'at.oro, oparatin& .rr­
PIJJIUUTI, attacked tbo eD1117 1"11DQT, !lioparoal ancl otorap area 
09 'f.IRAIU, Gll.III:RT ISLANDS. Folll' larce tine, near tile ~ • 
.. ,... 1\art..S. llo .....;r plan .. .,.,... anoounterecl. One of our 
bcabel'o io aillin&· 

A clolqocl raport. indicat.ao tb&t dw-iDC tbe Dig~>\ of 11-12 
llo-r, II.,.D ....., pl-o bambecl tiM 'liciD1t7 of I'IJRUA7A ISlAND 
lll4 C.IP! TaiOilll.l couainl - daap. 

'l'ba :ste...up CAPE SAil JUAII t.orpoclol!l ODI bundrecl and fitt7 
a1111 ao..Uiwlot of 'l'OIIQA!'Al!IJ and Nport..S 1D tho IUIIIU'7 of 1' ) 
.......,.r, HDk at 5:04 a.a., 14 lloYo.blr. AD eet.iaat.ecl one tbouoand 
and 091 hWidrecl and eieht7 l\ll'rlTOro ha ... been NoC\11<1, 

On 14 rO\'o.blr, & ii'IOOtiDaiOO&DCI plona attacked &Del ct.laced 
an eia;l>t or ten thoui&Dcl t.on on-.;, traia;l>ter, oocort.acl b7 t.wo 
co,.....tho in tho nort.hem part of ST. CIBORCI'S CH.INNIL. '!he 'reBIIl 
wao lllb-U7 beacbocl in tbl area. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADooAlftllll or 11ft Co~ llf CHID' 
ltAYT l»,t.II'I'JGMT, W"*'UMOf'OIC. D.C. 

9 •••• 15 lloYemb.r 1943. 

Sll/p! PACIFIC (Con~1 d,) 

Six llitclwll boal>ero otr&ted BJU a~ J a.m., 13 llovlllll>or, witb 
W>Obaai"Nd Haulte. Two ot tbo pl&Mo were oli&b~l.J' domasoc! bu~ all 
returned. 

At ll: 15 a . ... , 13 November, oixte~n Airacobrae otr&tod build- [ 
in&• at T.AIUXNA, nortbweot BOOO.IINVILIE ISLAND, A IIUIDbor ot tho 
buildings wre lott wolr1ng. 

Tho IIJ.TCHIN BAY area, north OO!Xl.IIIIVIU.E ISLAND, wu &~tacked \ 
by oiJ< llitchollo at noon, 13 lionmbor. Results woro not obaervec!. 

On 13 llo....,or, botwoen lt2J p.m., and 2t.50 p.lll., a GUADAICANAL \ 
rooonn&iooanco pl..,. bombed and otr&tod ••ou!l&&od grounded onamy 
pl"""a and buildin&o on ICAPINCAILIRAIIGI ISLAND. l'iYe ODOJIIT !loat ro­
oonnaiaoanco p~o woro destroyed and a DUIIIbor of !iroo otartod, 

At 4t35 a.m., 13 NoYombor, a Li&htnJ.n& night tighter otr&tod 
BONIS, north IIOOC.IIIIVIUE ISLAND and dootro71d four onoiiiJ' oinglo- I 
oog1.ne4 planoo on tho grouncl and dom&&od anotbor, A barge loadac! with 
Jlj)&DOoo tr&e &lao bolioved to havo boon deotr071d. 

During tlw night ot llonclbor 13-14, a Douglao night tighter 
haraoood en&Jil7 poli tiona on 31CI\TLAI>'D I SUNil and ICJlliLI, Four ot 
tin on_,. ooarcblighto woro obot out. 

On l4 November, twnty Avongora bombed tbo 1'icin1.ty of CAPE 
'!aiOICINA. Tho area wu wll conrod, llo ant1&1rcr&tt tiro or on0111;1 
p~o wro encountered, All of our plonoo roturMd, 

At l2tl5 p.m. , l4 lioYombor fort)"'nino din bomboro and oi&bt tor­
podo bCIIIboro, OOYorod by oixt.oon Coroairo, bombo<l ""*'*T inot&ll&tiono 
on BAU.ALI ISI.Um, SIIORTL.AHD ARlU. A IIUIIbor of hito wro ocorod on 
tho ~· Intonoo anti&1rcr&tt tiro wao onoountorod but oll pl..,.o 
rot...,.<l. . 

On l4 loYIIIIl>or tbo north oout ot BCIJQAIIIVILil! ISI.Um, inollldins\ 
KIBTA wu trtr&tod b:r tour fiabtoro. Reoulto wro oot oboorYod. 

- 636-

Regraded Unclassified



SE~ 
~··,, 

...... 

c 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.oQu...,_ Of TD ec.a, • ..,.. lit eaa. 

un IIDoU~Ttra:WT. •~o.c. 

S!l!D! PNCiriC (Copt' d.) 

At. llt26 a .a. lJ llo'ltaber, onmt.., Liberator• booobed. BCIIIS, NCJ\'1!! 
llOUOAINVILl& ISLAIID. A ...-... ot h1to .,.,., oco....t on ant.iaiHratt &WI 
poliUoa., taxi~• IUid iA clhp.,.oal ar.u, 

U l2rlS a.a. 14 October, a .. tor torpo41> boat, operatin& ~ 
'll!I.UORr lSLAIID, wu otrw:l< b7 a u.r-s..c~> IJ>eiiiiT eh.U, .,.,. 1111• ott 
SillllltU PODIT, sam! SIIORtt.UID ISL.UiD. CDo ottic.,. &Del oae ..U.t14 .,.,., 

I<Ul14 &Del dx otboro 110W><Ied, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

KIADOU.vnM or nn COWWAlmD 01 CHID 

U VT ._..unawf, W• Ci ...... D.C.. 

9 a.a. 14 ..... ..- 194). 

!S!J111 PJCWC (Cogt.' d., ) 

OD ll .._., --- 7 :45 p.a . , aDd 8:15 p.a., - -
t.orpeclo IIIII boa* plar>eo 1nottoct1vol,y attaclco<l Taolt Porco .39 

(llllft'PILIII, !BIIl13, COLDIIBU, CI.£VRLA!m1 aDd ooftll clootro;roro) 1 

-th ot OAIKliOO.I. lSUIIl. One -~ ~ wu lhot dowll aDd tbo ,.._ 

ul '"'or -· drlftll ott without re1oaoiJII their torpodoea • 

.1.t 2:10 p.a., 12 lloY•bor, t WDt,...oovon torpedo bollboro IIIII 

tan,...tivo din boaboro oooorto<l b7 t.on Corooiro at.tacD<l LUU, 

BXJG~ IS!..IIID. ......_. bib were ..,orocl on tbo ronnr and 

tina woro atarto<l 1n tbo wppl,y ancl poraoano1 aroao noar tbo atrip. 

No o....,. antiairoratt tiM or p1anoa wore ancountoro<l. 

llllr1nc tho attomoce ot 12 lloYWII>or, ai&ht IJ4btaia&o atrato<l 

tho .......t..nt aroa at IIOIIIII, BOUG.liiiVILa ISU!ID. Upao tboir rotum 

Ulooo p1&Mo atrato<l tho I>Ortboaat area ot BOUG.UNVIUll\ ISLAND 111-

oludl ~ ICIBTA HAllliOll w1 til Wll>baonecl ro.W. t o. 

~ roporta indicate that a1&ht.OOCl 111tcholl boabora 

ottoctinl,y attoclco<l TAIUIIIA VII.LAGB, IDUOAINVILIJI ISLAND ciurln& tho 

IIOJ'IIiJI& o t 12 11-r. 

0D l3 11-r --D 10:45 p.a., and 10:55 p.a., .U -
boPoro athclcocl PUIIA1UTI, II.LlCI ISL.ums. About. t_,...rour to 

tbirl,...oi.x bollba wro <lroppo<l wbich 'M>IIDOSocl t'M> or OW' poraonnol, oot 

- tiro and clloatroJ'OCI OM IJ.borator, aao Catolina and OM Coraair • 

.1. tin b-...ct aollaa auoliM dlloop woo bit .,d 'bw'md &Del tho aa1D 

r adio tr..-ittor wu atNClc b:r bollba. llo o- planoa woro lhot dowll. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ku.Doo...,.. or na Coaou.ama • Clair 

un .,~ w~o.c. 

§001'!4 PJCiriC (C.ont'd, ) 

• 

l3 ..,_ 1943. 

At 9140 a ... ll NoY-, rortr-two Liberator• attacked. on_, ellippin& 
ill IWIAUL, Nlllll BltiTAIN. 1\oo equadrono ot Liberatore ba:obod & hoa'fJ or 
~ 01'\lioar ill tho outer SIIO'Sal IW!BCII. 1\oo oq~~&4rono baobod a'lotller 
h oa"7 or lJ.aht c..U.ar aDd. a troiabtar in TAHILI BAT. lo bite ware ocorod. 
About torel.n or t1tt-. onoov t1J)Itore illtorcoptod. &Dd. ot tllooo tho wore 
ohot cl...,., One Liberator wu b&dl7 claacod, ano eli&llt.l.T daa&od. oncl ~ 
other lond.od. ill tho •tor near GIJIONOGA I.Sl.ANll. Tho r-.ir.clar ot our plo.noo 
rotiD'I\odo 

1broo Liberatore, oacortod. b7 ti&btare, attar an unwccoootul ooarch 
tor "'""V' ahipping ill N(JI'll! BO'JGUNVIUJt ISLAND, an ll Novomber, bo&bed. aDd. 

otratod. onooo- baraoa anc1 inrlallatiano betweC'I TJ.RID!A ancl CHABAI, BOUGAIN­
VILI& taW.'O, Tho 1'1chtar -t otratod tour ..,_, baraoo with unobeorYod. 
rooulh. Ono ticht.,. plano wu torcod down in tho •tor ott B.UW:OIIA, ~ 
!AS1 VltU LAVI!ti.A, but tho pUot 10U I'OICIIodo 

A roconno.iooanu pl<lno, operating trooa GUADALCAN.U., onpaod. tivo on_, 
ti&btore twont7 llilea enet or NAU!\U ~I> durins tho mornill& ot ll Nov.abor, 
Tho on01117 broke ott tho attack att ... two or their plano• appeared to be eot 
on tire. 

Durilll tho ni&ht of ll NoY.-l>ar, about tnl'fo .,.., baaboro clroppod 
botwMn t$-ttr to .u:t.7 b:lll'.bo on IWIOIIB.I., &U.ICI ISL.IIlDS. ProliJo1J>&l7 r~ 
porto illclicato.,.,. killod ancl two woundod &Dd. a I'IIICbor ot -u n .... wore 
otartod in tho ~tioJI ~. One .,...., plano wu obot down b7 antiair-

craft tiro, 1 1 \~ 1 II I 
.,.,, t ' "" 

At 4100 a . .. 12 Nov.abor, tho S, S, CAPI SAN JUAII wu torpodood about 
or>o hlll>drod &Del t1tt7 ailoo oouthwoot ot Ta!OUAJ!U &Dd .-.ported. o1nkilllo 

At 5100 ...,. 13 Novombor, tllo u.s, ~t oruioor llE!IVIR .,... attackod 

b7 - airoraft tort~throo ailoo -~ ot CAPII 'IQ'.(J[]JU., BOUGAlliVIll.J! 
ISUJCD, &Del hit b7 aD aar14l torpoclt:> "" tho port oid• att, 11h1cb noodod. tllo 
tll&illoeriJlc opaooo a.'1d put all but ana ohatt out or .-.a1011o Tho D!'lmla 
11 roturDill& to port at a I!>Ood ot about ti"fo la>ot., 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIL\DQU.UTUS 011 TMI Ccn.IKASDQ IH 0UIF 

l<AVY bUAITNIItr. WASIIC'G'tON', D C. 

SOU'lll PAOIPIO (Cent' c!.) 

At. 9t0~ . ... ll NoY.-berl ~r&tt of Taak , • ...,. so.3 (JSSU (CV) I 

8UIQa:l! KDL (CV) 1 llCi&I'IIIDIIICS (CVL) and t«> doatroTV•) co oncocl an 
at tacit on --.r ellipa ot. IWIAUL1 IIIII IIIU'T.Uii, '!ho at.t.acl< wo -lotocl 
at. 9•35 a.a.1 with tho foll.Dw:1Jic r..W.t.oa 

Sunk - ono llcht CN1oor1 and two doat rororo, 
no...,oc1 - two hoaV)' cruiooro1 cmo l~t cruio.,. and oi&bt 

deetro7• • • 
In ad.dit1on1 t...at,-fOIII' on~ tlclltON ""' ohct. doom, We 

loat tour plan oa in coabat, 

X...ter that .. l'lling1 ..,_ t orpoclo bo-o and din oo.bore at.toebcl 
tho can1ero foUl' tilloo, In thooo OJI&a&Dento1 aixtJ-!CW' elliJIV' planN 
wero ollot <lo..,, lfo loot ono diYo bolobw end two torpodo balbere, 'lho 

.,.,. ocorocl o nuMber of n..,. 11111111 but tho OUJ'faco unlto rotirocl without 

.. terlal daqo, 

'!ho ....ulto nt thoao attacko are iDdi"atocl on t be attat>hocl tabulatlm, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
liiACOU.Ill'fiM or nn: CwowltD Dl CMR1 

llAV'T COAJITWDfT. WAIHDIO'TOif, 0. C. 

IN!¥! lOSSES AT !UBNJL ATTACK (09QS t o 0930. ll Noy.) 

C.l. CL DD 

~ DAIUCID ~ D8!JCID ~ DW!:I'i!!!! 

0 2 l l 2 8 

U.S. LQSSES f.'t MBAlJL Ari'M?K 

" OPiJ!A• CIJIIR!'l' CI'EI!A, COIIB.I1' C!'ER.\• COIIBAT 

&SBBI 1 1 
llJND:Il HILL 1 2 
~~~~1----~-

TOTALI 2 2 2 

'!!f!!I LOt"'§" !J!EN Tr SQ.3 'IIA.'J A'l'TJCKB:D 

!! 
3 

I!! 
Zl 

!!I 

2 

U.S. t.OSpS 1!HBH Tl SQ.3 WAS Arr.teBD 

!l. 
1 2 

liiN!IR ~ O,S, Al!!CIWT Ill RA@A!JL A'l"l'.ICIC 

.!I 
29 
Zl 

..ll.. 
71 

D 
28 
23 

- 632-a-
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3 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
llu.DoUAJITD!I or ,... Coww.uma ar Ctar 

. AYT DO.uTWDff, WA!ttlM~ D.C. 

9 ..... 12 NoYoaber 194J, 

SOtml P.!CiriC(Cont'd. l 

Bg1QH!!VW?f AN!! 1l!JW!I!I!I l8W!Il GROUII) 
SI'NATICJJ 

To date, a tota.l at 261'100 peroormol and 191 000 tone ot cargo and oquipmont 
ba.Ye bMn landed at T<J!a".l!U., 

71700 peraomol and ~1800 tone ot cargo and equipment han~.., trano­
ported to 'll!KI.StJR! ISIJ.ND, 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 

lll: t DOO- sw or,..,..,..,..== • c.. 
... ., ... AIInCDI'T. -~D.C. 

9 a.a. 12 lloor- 194) . 

SOOlR PAQiriC (Coat 1 d. ) 

.U. 8tl0 a.a. lD ~. tinr-tin cii.To 'boall>ero ODd thirt.r-tour 
tGrpMo .....,.., -'od 19' tinr-tour fi&ht••• attaaacl tho liUlA aD4 

ICIIlS airti.tc!o, ICII'III ~ ISUND. Piroo ...,.. ota:rtocl on both 

ti.tc!o, ODd it 1o bal1&Tod m -.n!t1011 clullp at BOO wao clootJ"OTod. 
llocl-h ant1&1rol'aft tiro wu -ounterocl, but no on-v planoo int.,._ 
ooptod. Qoo ot Ol&l' clift -... wao ropart.od a1u1na. 

U UtOO a.a. lD !loT...._., tw.ln =-rtod llitdloUo boebod tbo 
au uu ISLAID l"'ll1n7 • SHCI!!LIJID AREA. RMUJ.to or th1a attaek ..,.... not 

~od. 

Qo lO --· al"'"" \11'\oooortod llitclloUo boabod nRA, BOUGAI!+­
VIU.I ISUIID. A moobor or bito ftro ocorocl 011 tho N~W<q anc! o lar&o 

tiro wao ota:rtod. lo ontiainlraft tiro nor onoov pl.&Doo woro onoou.ntex­
od, 

AU or tho ·- air tialc!o on BOCXaiiiVllU 1SLAND woro roportoc! 

IWIOI'Tic•blo on tho D1&llt ot 10 --· 

At 6t00 p.a. lO llov-, throo llitcltallo ottnckoc! one! oonk ~ t wo 
hunclrod toot ,....,. tr.igbtor 1n IU.'I'a!IN BAI, BOOO.UNVILU!: ISIJ.NO. lln""~r 

1notaUot1ono nro otratod Uld two b&r&oo ounk, botftm TAIWLIIIIA anc! 
aw!U, IICII'III BOOOAlli'IIID ISU!I'D. AU or our planet rotumod. 

IIOUO.I.IIIVILI& tLtJW.S!JR! 1SLAND ClP.OOliD 
-~TIS! 

Cln 10 lloTaW1 o ... mtooa cliYO boaboro ancl t w.tYo torpoclO 'boeboro 

ott.okod - poo1t1cmt~ alone tho PIVA one! JABA RIVI!ItS 1n tho IIIPR!ISS 
.WOUSU IIAI AREA. A - ot tiroo ...,.. ota:rtocl ODd halt ot PIVJ. VILUGB 

•• clootJ"OTod. 1b1o attaek wao oool"cl1natod • Ub tho tozw.rcl -~ ot 
olll' troopa 1n tho '!aiCKDI.A AREA. 

PITA ao 000\lfiod bJr our aro\1111 torcoo on 10 !loT-. Qu&nt1t1oa ot 
-.oitioa, othor ~Uoo and O(llliplont woro found abondoDocl 1n t ho 
bi'OINAO uaa alon& tho PIV~ lfl.llU. trail. 

Our ar->cl t orcoo 1A t be 'lalc:aDU. .AD.\ oonUauod to apODd their 

pooitiOIUI 1A oU cii.J'OOticmtl ODd wor!c OD tbe airotrip bopD on 9 --· 
It 1o ootia&tocl thot t be ot.rip will bo ~- 1A about thirt.7 dqo. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

KIADOUA.aT'Ia:t Of' TH& ~ IN CHIIP 

!'t:AVY Da'AaT)(VrfT, WA$Ht.~, D. (, 

~ p,-. ll IIOY.e.r l9~3o 

800111 P6QiliC (Cogt'd, ) 

w-uoo obW.iDK hoa a priecnor or .... 1Jldicat&& that t ... 
J&paD&&o .,.ttl~ ll1'llSU wu OWik tv &II aploe1cc in tllo I!ILI!I1) SILl. 

-u.. in .r..q .... battloobip or tho !&a&to ola .... undo:rcoi.D& 
OOI'IYerd.GD to AD drora.tt oa.rriw • 

.t.t 9 a,-. ll NO't'-, t ... ~n ... .I.Yqor torpodiD boal>.,.o &n4 twent,­
ono D&-1 ... 41 ... bollbooro, a t taoboc1 to Tul< rorco 38 (SAIU'IOO.I. (OV), 
PUJCI'ItW (OVL), 1A1f lllJI)() (CL), SAil Jll.t.ll (CL) aDd. oOYc 4Mt,..,-.ro), 

..,.,.,.oc1 tv ti1'\r-ti ... S.Ueato, att&llkoc1 n ... -- dOitJ'0111ro outo1do o! 
IUBAUL IWI!ltl!, .. BIIT.I.III. n.o harbor 1to.U wu ol.oooc1in b)' -tner, 
Di ... "oW>1nc ooadiu- _.. 111\ta...:onlll. .. 

'l'loo boab bito woro oooroc1, &ncl t., probable torpoc1o bit& on a largo 

doot1'07or 1d-1!1oc1 117 pbotocnPbo ao or tho 'lorotould ola••· S...or&l. 
DIU' a1oo&& ,...... oba...-.oc1 on tho <!thor dootroror• and oDO prob&bl.o &ncl two 

-o1bl.o torpodiD ldto, 

~ tll11V' to tortr .,_ ploD&& ,..... &1rboru, 0.... pl&noo obot 

doom Cillo ._ !1ptor ancl ano ci1Yo boabor. ~· .I.YIDgor 1o r~portoc1 a1o ... 

111&, and a Hellcat •• loet, oltboucb tho p1lot wao roocuoc1 • 

.t. proH a1M"7 r..,ort 1nd1eat&& tbat a l&r&• Jop&DOOo tr&n~port wu 

da&&oc1 with two torpedo bite an ll lloY- bf ooo or our .w-an noo 

<- ..-.) 1n a po&1t1oa about !our bundroc1 &ncl tittr aUoo nct'tbout 
of QUAM. 

On ll IOY.e.r, our gouad forooo in tho TOIIOICIIIA aroa loet eoataot 
w1th tho .._ an tho -t nalllc, ~ ra1doro att&eked &lane tho PIV.I. 
troll and -ooc1 &bout ti•o burl4rod rvdo· It wao oati.atoc1 tbat &bout 
t11roo b 'roc1 Jtp&DOoo ...,... ldlloc1 in tho PITA .t.ro& dv.r1nc tho aotloo o! 

M lot t..r. 
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U NITED STA TES FL EET 
HIADOUAJtTUS 0' TH& C0MWAI'tDI. IN Qu,r 

~AvY I)IJ'ARTlol ttn', W.UIIII«)TON. D. C. 

9 a.a. 11 ........... 194) . 

fM1! PAg!'IC (Coli\' 4. ) 

~Wd - ..... indie&te that tho &i.rcratt .....,.,_. !Ssp; tal<~ 
iDe p.rt 1D tile otrl.lto aaa1ut IWIA!n., _. BlliTADI, oobedlal.ecl tor 9•30 
...,. lllloT•be--.o-- a1r att.cl( tour u-. Jpparet.lJ', onl.T 
lli.Dor c~aMco -.o 1nn1o\ecl on tho curler. Pllrthor dot.allo ..,.. not at 
proooat. aftll&blo. 

'rho IW a1rtiald oo llOOOAIJIVILI.II: ISLAND wao at tacked bT thirtr-throo 
d1To -...o and .... .,t.., torpedo ~.. oocortod bT oixt.., Airaccbrao 
at llrlO a.a. 9 Mo......... A .-... ot lUte ...,.o ooorecl on tho ......,.. 1n t ho 
IIIII'Pl.r and""' pooition areu. 'rho n.ptor oooort &\rated tho ooath­o- ot IIOUiAl1IYllUI ISLAND aDd othor ....,. poo1t1ono 111 tho SHCJI"!L.IIID AI"• 
with \JDC~e.,..ld renlte. 

U -, 9 Mo.-..., th1rt7-tin d1TO -o and oid>toc torpoclo 
bo..,oro, ~eel ll7 o~ Ai.racobl"u, attackecl tho BUUl11 oirtiald and 
otarWtS a ,..... ot ti.l"... A cli....,t hU woo oc...ecl on an -.nit ion tblp. 

Dur1.ns tho ott.,_,. ot 9 .,.,.._, an IIIU'oportecl-.,. ot 111\0hollo 
otratecl tho lid._, oroo on BUICI. ISLAII>. No ohippiDc tarcota woro oo., in 
t.be arM. 

Photocrapho t&l<on ot tho ocuthon BOOOAINVIILZ o.i~ tialdo attar tho 
a1r att.cl( of 9 M<>Y-... ohow thooo tialdo to bo UDOorrtooablo. 

•- ootlcOtlt r&tiono ot tbo -tb ot tho l.UWII.l RIVEII, IIIIPRISS AOOIJSTI. 
BAr, ...,.. atratecl at ? rOO a.a. 9 IOTOIIb4r 117 a1x lll.tcboll t It oro. Rooulto 
...,.. 1>0t obo..-n4. 

.All o.U.tecl tbr• blmdrocl Japanooo landecl on tho woot tl.a.ak ot ov.r 
pooitioruo 1n IIIII'IIISS AOOUSTA BAr on 7-8 M<>Y•bor• ThOT nro J...ecliatal,r 
....-&eel and about ..-halt ot tho .,._ torco ,.., wiped 011t. Alliecl c&O\I&ltioo 
UDIItltecl to about titt:r or o1Jd;r -..dod. Our pooi t iono alon& tho entiH 
tront 1D tho IIIIPRISS AUGUSTA IIU Aroa oro raportecl ooc=o. 

~ ploa• _.. .,...,. 'lmU.SOI!I ISLAND cluriDc tho Di&ht ~ NoT_..,. 
and appor•tl,r clrappecl-- wit-t diNco. 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 

HIADOUARTKitl 0 , Tft! COM~IAN"DU IN' CIIHlP 

NAVY DCrAJtTW~'T. W.UIII~OTO."i. O. C, 

pm! PACI!"IC (OO!J$1 4..) 

10 • .,.. .... 194). 

liD .UUed b&ttal!.on, eqi&Swed ld.th artillory and t.anQ, 

l •• ono c~, qoc.S tbo ..... Nintor-o tlb.ich landed 
rr- ~... _,. U. UI!IIIA lliYII! ODd A'!'IIIIfDI.t. BAI, 4.lriJI& tbo 

m,llt ol 6 or 7 lloYOIOI>w. It 1o eotilo&ted thot tho moov tor .. 

oonad.oted of two rllintor<>ed alllpaldoo «!111ppocl ldth ....taro and 

aaohine cun.• 0.... troopo outforocl o:l.xt7 eaoual.tioo. 1he ou.tpoot 

at LUUIIA .U ld.thclram attar t.h1rt,r .1-•• wero killed. •oov 
•'r _., &N aot.l•• · 

Q\ 8 llo.OIOI>w, an «~oov outpoot at tl>o PIVI. 1RAIL, oaot 
TODINA wu att&ckocl b7 011 .UUocl OCIIIp&Q.Y and • l.cht .lapanooo 

_.. killed. 'l'wo ol _. troopo -• -ocl. Anotbor .._ 
patr<Ol _. ., _ _ 1n tbio area aod two of _. troopo woro 

ldlled • 

.l l.&rlo oonomtroti011 of tbo moov hao bom roportocl 1n 

tbe CIUB.U...TI.IIlT area, 110rth BCXXIA.INYILL& I8LAIID. 

Ono of .,.... ...-nn.o oo 70t Wl1dent1tied NDk an mtiro 

- COO'fOT conad.oti.ns of two t.ookoro, ooo l.&rl• tranoport, two 
oarao noo&lo and ono llllidmWied lh1p on or obout 8 11~>.--bor, 

two b....- and niMt7 .Uoo woot northwoot of IWliLA. 

'lho .w.&rino CI.B!IILU. roported ocoring two torpedo bito 

Ol\ a a..-.otec tbo\aam4 tOD eerz1l1a'7 &lrar&t"t C&JTi_. oa 24 

a.pt-.or two bundrocl and fort7 .Uoo DOrtb•ot of CIIIa!lJDIA. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HI A.OQ\IAitTIIS M ! HI COWMA.t.rD .. Uf 0 UlP 

HAVV DDAJtTML~T. WAIHINGTO."' , D. C. 

10 .......... 194). 

At lltl7 a.a., 7 llou'*ar, a r -III>IJ..eOU>Ce plaue eJ&htecl 
and. att.dtecl thr• ..,..,. aarao .... ~ •• • •ortecl bT t ... d..ti'OT .... 
and. t... pl&DM, t1tt.7 1111• aort.h of IIJSSI.U I3LUID. A near .Ua 
waa eeorecl on t,_ lara..t oarao .... ~ ODd ooe of the ~ plana• 
aw..recl to han bee U.O.ecl. 

At llrl9 a.a., 7 No••bar, twmt7-one Ll.~ratora bcnbad 
the BUU air ti~d. Renl.to of tbia att.dt ..... not reported. 
No • ....., plau• " r • onco•mhrecl. 

At llr55 a.a. , 7 Normbar, one Ll.~rator balbed with...,.. 
r.portecl rMIIlh the r..,_t ar• at ll!IILI, IIO!Xl.UJiVILUI 
ISIAIIl). lo .,_,. pl&DM ware ancounhrecl. 

D~r1n1 the 80I'Ilinl of 8 11o-.., a:1x llitchalla, • eortecl 
bT filbtara, ~ec!IDU, BalCAIIIVlLUI I.SLAJI). s....., of the -
oort1J!& Coraaira ahot - an - aedi .. baobtr ond d..t107ecl a 
vo....tect till>tar "" ad41t1oo to ldl.l.1nl about twnt,-ti.e Jopanea• 
on t~ ti~cl at BllKJ.. 

On the •- ci&T, thr .. Vmturao attaokecl .,....,. pn poaitiona 
1JI the LARUIIA RIVIII\ araa north .... t of CAPS 'lt>RQ(lll.l, BOI1lAINVDJJ!! 
IS1,.1JiD, with unobaerYecl reoul.ta. 

At MOn1 8 llo,_bar, air patrol& .,., .. ~ AOaJST.l B.li 

I 
~opted abo11t a1xt,r ,.,-:LplapN f1!!! &hot - thirteen '"!.!!I' 

ero, tlilitMD<Kft boeera - probabl7 .not dl>om f0111' liDr& 

fJ&htera- three elba bid an. We loat f<Nir Warbul<a, o11e Coraair, 
one l.J&btn1nl ancl one Hellcat. other Allied patrol• .,.,.. .. the ..._ 
et ratecl about t en or h'lll.Ya- barl• near the 80ilth of the 
LUillll. RlVIII and .. t a ......_. of th• on tire. 

At noon, 9 ro .. .-..r, a reoomaioaanoe plane operat""' froa 
GO.liiALCAIIAL abot clown one of f0111' attaek1nl plana• 1JI the neWt, 
of UPJIIC.lll.liW«l I.S1.UI) . 

rwuxm"' G!lOONI? siTUAnCJ! 

.... plau .. att.aakecl the CAPS 1DACIICIC.l ar• ci.m.DI the 
nilbt of 6-7 b..a.er and clrclpp.cl &beNt t1tt7 "'-~>• old10b ldllecl 
two and -.ncl.cl t.c of t.be pcoaoanel. . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

KuDQc.!ARTPJ Of' TMI CONNA.""DU 1)1 CIU17 

JllAVY DUAATWUIT. WAlMI.KCTON. D. C. 

9 - 9 .. T ...... 1943. 

IJ5l1H PAQillQ (Cst 'de) 

pntmpJJ I§! em - (ltQJ!I) SIMIP 

Aa w.iecl roamv< ......,, pon7 uhoN 1n tho IIII'IIIISS AUGUSTA BAr area 
ae att&olcod. oo 5 lloT-.r. Kt&bt ot tbo IMIV' were ldllecl. w.iecl looooor 
•• killed, thr• ., drl. 
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U NI TED STATES FLEET 

HM DQUUTIU (W THI COWWA.KDil IN ()UU 

NAvY DltAJ TMIHT, WASHU..'GTO~. 0. C 

9 a.-. 9 ........ 194). 

80UlR PACIPIC (Cgp\14. ) 

A clelqed Npart. 1Dd1aat.. that dllr1Jlc the n1,91t ot 1-2 llo•-, «141111r 
plu .. c!Joopped babto 011 IIJIIIIA, ~ OIIIIIGJA. 'l'llo _.. ....,.. killed &Dot .... 

-~ wu -....,..tor ~eel. 

Dv1ac tiM ld.Pt. ot S-6 !loY-, ... pluee c!Joopped -. witbooat 
otteot 1.ato WIIII8S AUQUIIT.I. IIIJ, aanAlllliiU lSLAIID. !ba tallowtac ~t 
a "•-• pl.ae attulled &Dot -eel - OUIIIIJ.U ... 

At - 1 lloo al: ar, thr .. Y•turu, 4lD'1AI a aeo.rcll tor .,._ abJR>iDI, 
atrated «141111r p.,.._el at IIU3SI PODIT &Dot llooiMd ltiJ:T.l, BCO:lAIIIli1..1 ISLAIID. 
a-lta of thua at.tacka wera UDObaaned. 

At. 1130 p.a. 1 ...., ... , ai4jlta& 41•• ~. &Dot !ovt- torpedo 
...._.. llooiMd--. &W' poa1t10Da, tba ~and bi'OOQAO arau at. t.ha -.u. 
of tiM Jd.l IIIVIIl, UST IIII'US8 AIJGOSU IIIJ. llo ant.1.a1rcn.1't. 1'1ra _. a1r 

111\0J'O.UOII wu ODC~ 

At 1t55 p.-. - Y•t.vaa, aaoortad b7 t.wmf.T-!ov f1clotera, llooiMd 
and at.roted .,_ pont.iolla aD4 ba.J'&• 111 ATSDIDI.l BAY, JlQI't.bwaat. ot c.us 
Dai:Ill.l, BClXlA.IIIVIJ.U Ilii.UIIl. I. ...-.... ot bar& .. wera daat.rored or ~eel. 
Later, at. 2100 p ... , tl>ia araa waa "Piil at.taokad b7 Aabt. lll.t.obella with 
,_baoned rawlt.a, 

Dv1111 7 !loY-, r- 41.,. boW>era, pat.rolill& IIII'I!BSS .w::iUMJ. IIIJ, 
atraled about. ~ or t..t.,-!1 ... .,_ bu'aaa at t.ha -.t.h ot the I.lltlll.l 

IIIVIIl aD4 aat. oo fira ...--1 bolt.a at. tba -tb of tba .1.1Sllllll III'IIIII, .,ort.b­
~ ot CAPS fOil 8 IIA. 80IXlAIIYm.& ISLUm. 

I. r...........U....,a pl.aM, operat.iDc trca GUAI).IJCAIAL, at. 1t20 a.-. t 1«-, 

at.t.aaked ...... baa'f7 cn&Uer and two oarao ..... el. -- tldl't,r .u .. -
_, .... , at BUll. P.l8SAGII, DOJ'tb of IIOOO.liliVliU ISLAIID. llanlh of t.h1a 

att.aak ..,.. DOt. Npart.ed. 

At. allow\ 7•1.0 p.-. t !loY-, CJ'IaiMr Dirus- lJ (SI.IIT.l rs (CL) , 
!!DifJ'WfWI (CL), II8IDI (CL)) , ~ tiM NilltOJ'O..- ot IIClllGADYII.LI 

ISUJD, wu a\taaUcl b7 t.h1rV or tort7--. a1rorott , S..... of tba--. 
P~ _. ....,n..l abo>\ -. 

I. p1'&l.l.ldau7 roper\ l.Ddl.oat.aa t.bat tba BIJIIIIIGIWl wu -,eel b7 babto 
Uld will Hel'W'• ..... 1'1""''11 lUX\ «<M"''IC• Die .... ael'• ~ pl&ftt wu 
DOt -,ec~. P~ OU\I&l.Uaa - ..,. killed, !OJ'f.T-two -..tM. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HaADOUAitTDS 0# THI COM:MA.\f.DU Of OUIP 

HAvY DIPARTMI:ri'r, W.UHtSGTOS. D. C. 

9 a.a. • llcw- 194). 

151J1H PI,CinC ( fg:rt 1 de) 

Our pooolt!Aiu at IIII'IIISS AUOUS:U IIAI are bolla& OODaDliclatecl, 111-.­
pt.tral oot1rtt7 oCIIltimaecl tllroqbooat 6 NoY-..., Uld ~ .. JIIPfoi'NI nre 
ldllecl. 

llariQa the ll1pt of 6 lotwbor Uld 7 lo"Ywbor, &boat _t,.._ .. _ 
Mr&• loadoocl Oil the ..t tl.t.* ol .,.... pold.tioM 1.a tho 1'1oi.a1t,y of tho 

LIIIIIIA IIIYIII Uld A!SIJIIIIA lloU', Ov f...., .. -eel the - tro<~po Uld 
patral aot11'1tr oCIIltiaecl loJenA, !\oo cloot""7W• bt.Yo be• ordOHCI to CAI'I 

ftJI(Kjjj.t., BaJOAIIIVIIDI IILIIID, 1.a .....S. to i.at....,opt aQT turtbor ... buao 
..,.,..u ..... 

Our Uoclpo ban oa.plot.cl patn>lo uoiDI t.ll of 'liiUStJRI ISLIJI), 

A PJ'~ild.aar7 ropcrl r•ld.'Yecl 1.ad.1oat• that a cii.YO b<ab1nc an4 tarpoclo 

att.ook wu 1o-ec1 ~ - plal1• "" a ...,_ aat.1.aot a t.......,..rt P""lP 
1D tb. IIIPRISS Auousr.t lloU' Ar•, IIQIGAIIIVIILII ISIAIIII, 

It 1a ....,....tee! thet tho t.......,..rt l'Uil.llll wu bit. ~ tM> boUo Uld ...n.­
ecl f1YO ldllecl Uld -7 -..4ecl. 'Die t.l'eMport JIJ::DIJI WU ou..ot ~ t. 4114 

~ 'llb1Aib oauecl,. Ot.Aal.U•• otber ""'t.lo 1.a the ...,.., cll.d not ~fw 
aQT ct.nal.UN, hrtl\.., dot.a1lo are not an1lobl.o at pru .. t, 

Pr•Hmn•17 I'Op«'t.a 1ndi.at.t.e u follower 

'Die ..-...uo :UutOG, rotiii"D1n& trca an ....._tee! ...._ 1D tile 

PACIPIC, l"tported •ink'• or d·Msfnc oae ~t.er. 

'llll .w...r1.ae IW.IBUr ooorecl t.hrM bite oa an &il'oratt oarriw 

and oMit OJM tr.iaht ... Uld ciaacecl another 1.a t bo Y1o1D1t7 ot BUIIOO 
SO'DlO, J.&I'AIII:S IIIPID, 

'llll nt.t.r1DI SA lKIU, ret111'111n& tl'<la an ........,ortecl area 1D tho 

PACIFIC, reportecl •''*''II - II1Do lqw and t. lor&• fre1&bt. ... , 

'Die ll\llllu'1lw IWIDOCI:, r-..u.na tl'<la tbo '!IIUX .t.r., rtpOrt.ecl 

•iMinl - ~ and t..., t.anlc .. o, tot.aU.n& 2l,SOO t.-. 'nda 

1a 1D t.dcll.ts- to the u,ooo - ..... ~ rtpOrtecl ..... 
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CO.WH,.CH Fll.l 

' ' 
U N I TED STATES FLEET 
KI.ADQUAitTUJ Of T HI COMNMIDitlt It( CKIIP 

HAVV OUAln.IHT, WASKIN(tf()N. D. C 

' - ... , '""' 191.3. 

pm PACillC ccm•c1.> 
Ot illo we1To .._ din hocl .. o whieh att&cko4 U.o LCI .,...boat .., U.. 

D1&)lt of ' ..... -..., tbo LCI lllot -.. to'lll' ot tbo ...,. p~, Ul4 U.o 

.tel' torpMo boat •t doom -· 1h1o att&ck wu rtport.o4 1n U.. att..--D 
~ot, ...... 

At 7•4' - 6 .,.,...., • liiiJ'tpOJ'to4 ..._ ot ll1toboU "'-->wo, 
.-tid lilr ~..... otnfo4 at J..w llftl a - ba&ldro4 aDd fU\T Ul4 a 
iiiJ'Io b tred root ..,.. ~-. Wth loa4ed wtu. ...u.aU<tratt. ~u ... 
aDd -ned 1i1r a ....,otto ott \bo SWU&:ll OOA.ST ot .a.\ :tsLUI), All t­
ot U.o .... oldpo ._.. ""'*-

.lt\IJ' tho att.ack, ov ~~ nro iDtiJ'Ctptocl 1i1r ei#lt. m-.r ZOJ'Oo, 
CAo z .... •• &bot. dwDo AJ.U.oqll <Uu&14, all of 0111' pl.oDoo rotllftlocl, Tho 
f141bt1J' ooccrt ot ei#lt CoJ:'IIiJ'o ohot. - Ul OCOIIJ' l>oeer tm aUoo ott CAI'II 
JD.KK, IIOOCAIIIVll1a I.SUJO), 

At l.2t~ p ... 6 ...,.__., t..-r-t...,.llit.obello attocUcl tbo IWIA ah­
n.u, BOOOAIIItiUJ< ISLAIIO aDd ot.utoc1 a ..-.... ot .!1roo. 

Dl&r1nc 6 ......__, llll'!tiSS AOOO!I!A BAl' a1r patrolo otrato4 tbo DITA 
.,...,. Ul4 othiJ' .._ iMt.alloU- at IWIIRI, ncrt.h•ot C8Nt!W. BOOO.U.._ 
'flU&, 1114 tho bi- ...- trca tho IWUIIICI RI'IIIl to two aUoo .. t. of 
MAMAI!IIlU, 80U111 -- AOOUSTA BAl'. Jt.oalt.o of t.hooo at.t.ocko ...,, Dot. ..... -. 

At- 6 ...,._, aD -.pcort.ocl ..-.... ot Ll.biJ'atoro att.ackocl 8CIIlll, 
BOflGI.llfVIU.& LSLAKD. A pffi•.surr ...,...t. illdioatoo that t.ha ........_,. wu nll .......... ~. 

At ltOO p ... 6 ....--, two ~tDi.Qs• ohot. ._ on OCOIIJ' plal1o bellnocl 
to bo a pboto roo-o'o...,oo pla&lo, --.t ot SAitTA LSAIIIL ISI.UID, 

A 004N 1C•AL reccmd·oeDoe plaae at l2aS2 p.-. 7 .,,cub_.~ attacked 

- .,... ~ .... - "" two ..U \'llaelo,~ d:&:l;r-illno aUoo 
aartbou\ ot IIUS!WJ ISLA!ID, A DI&J' .S.oo -.. ......S .., - of tbo t.ui<IJ'O, 

Pbot.oi!'IPbo t.ok•.., 6 ..... -..., o-..t illo IWIA, lDU, atu.na, JaKILI 

aDd ..... ~ .......n-blo. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQU.UTIU Of' Ttil C0WW4NI)U IH CHIIP 

No\'iY DUAtTNI~T. W.UHINOTOH, D, C. 

pl111 PACil'IC (CoM 14,) 

fbot.ocr ... o tU.D at the tS.. ot •t.o~t 1>7 f.I.S raiCB )8, S lloYo.tler, 
ah"" tiM !ol.loorinl t,e ot ...., ftl-1 • 1A llUAUL H.llla:Jl, B1r IIIITAIIh 
&:l&.bt bea97 ol'lliaero, 1Aolli41Dc ho lllGJIII, two IACHI, - UJDJ IIDII 
0111 !0111 olaao. tiiJ'M u,t.t ol'lliaero, 111cl...U..., oM SDID.U, ODe liiBAIII, 
0111 IUORI claoo. FOIII"t"" c»ot.ro,..ro, 

Altbou&b tho pbotoll'opb• ._ a _..... ot bCIIb bito, tho7 ..,. nat 
OCIIIploto u tho7 ..... twn durin& tho attack and. nat otter the attaol< 
.... OOIIpl.ot.~. 

lubeeq- OYalutiOD addo - liON 0- fiahtaro dot1Dl.tal7 

obot. -· tor a total ot t.-t7, 

Dur1JI& tho .....W.C o! 6 Joo t r, a llitoball bcabor at.~ IIDII 
N111< two - l>ara-o 1A 1'I111'1m1 HAIIIOR, IIOOOI.IIIVIID LSL.UID, and. b<abecl 
IDTA, JI(XJ(lAIJiflLU ISLAIID, with 11110beorftld reoulto, 

At- 6 .......a..r, fort,..toar cl1ft boolbero 1114 .....,t.., torpedo 

_......., co~ b7 Wrt,..t.wo .n,btoro, •t.aalc~ - 1Aotal1at10Do at 
EAJU, IDOOI.IIIVIID ISUND. J. .,...... of hite wtN ooozoed on a 'bW.l.dJ.n& 
1114 011 ""at aq 11.., bHD a rocl1o t...ar. 'l'llo fi&htor oooort dootro~ 
0111 barco aDd oot an 1111r1po- ,.....r on tire, Ono cl1Ye bomber io aiu-

iAII· 
EAIU 1o Nport~ to -ar dooM- with f.., pu 1A ~ao-nto. 

At 12alS p.a., t wtnt,..tour boolbero ( t.,e 1111r1po-) oooortod b7 
Coroaira, qain bc.bod EAIU IIDII •artod a _..... ot tireo • 

.lt 2a10 P·•·• 6 lloY-, tour llit.oball l>aMero un1c two·­
barco•, throe oaall !roJ.cbtoro IIDII ot.ratod ab011t tnat7 or t ... nt,..tift 
- barco• 1n the K.UCHI!i w .... a, mooi.IIIVIID LSL.IIiD. 1o -
intoro.pt.ioo W&l IDOOIIDto~. 
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UNITED STA TES F L EET 

HIADQUAitTits M 1'H• COMWAJ'DIJit llf CKIU 

Jrri4VY DII'ARU I &:q', W.UHIWGTOH. D, C. 

OQU!H PACIFIC (Cwt•c&. ) 

"' 12r21 p.a. ' ~--. AD -~e4 ......,. ot Lil>wat.ore. at~ 
e4 to the dOOrlliiSl PACI7IC llll POICS, attaobd IUBI.OL, _. III!ADI ..a..rt.-
1¥ atter tbe .u1.ka lilr US l'aiCI 34. ....., _.. 4J oppe4 em - Wl.A­
tiaall 11114 iD the wharf ...-. 

PbotocNPiuo lbM..t o:1x h•"7 oNiaera, t• "" tourt- claatrorera, 
oarao TNo<lla, t~ai&htera, taukera aDcl cma t.o.pital ahip. 

DuriD& tho ni&ht. ot S llcw-, an LCI cw>boat , while aaoort.l.D& &II 

LCl, iD C~ W1tb a .-t.oJ' torpedo> boat, ._. attac*e4 lilr tw<ll.To .... 
clbo bal>tro, bet...., 'lltBASORI ISUliD aDcl !lll'lll:sS J.WUSTA BAY, BOUG~ 
'flU& ISLAIID. 

'lila LCI ._. et"'cl< 117 a torpedo>, 1lb.l.ch cteracl t he oagiDa ,._ 'llat 
cl1d not aplocla. 11M oo- nt...- to IIIIPIIIISS AIJGUSTA BAY, -... & 

- cli.opoaal wt will aaJ.na• tho torpe4o. 

ID- pluM were e>oer 'DIIWIUJir ISUJID clllrill& tluo Di4bt of ,.., IOT-.,. 
&Jid ciroppe4 thrN -. withoat. -. •• 

llo NpOrl. llae bee NOIII.Te4 repNinc tba a;rwn4 oitll&t.ioo at DIPBISS 
J.tlGIISU BAY • IICUioUIIYIIU ISLUID. 

Patrol aot1Yit7 "" 'DIIWIUIIr 18LolliD -u..... AD Allle4 patrol "" 
S ~-. "-'•- POLAPtl 11114 scwnorAUJ, !DASUIII ISLUID, """"""t•..t 
t• .J"'-• k1lle4 e1&bt 11114 captiD'eol ..... 'IWo _,... .Japauea _.. 
captooracl 1.n tbe TiciDit.,. ot JIAUI . 

It 1e beU ... ..t that not .,ra tbul -7 .Jt.panaeo ,_ r.ai.n "" 
"''"'PT DLUD. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADOUAI:TtltS OP THP. ColioCWA.""'PU llf CKIIP 

NAVY DIPARTW&.NT, WASHINC'fOS, D. C. 

0011!11 P.I.CinC (Cgm14,) 

9 .... 6 llo-... 1943. 

1be ... ~11e GIWIDFISII retumecl fx- p•tr<>l of the 'lllta - Nllf IWIOYI!K 
tr&ftio l"'lltN *Dd ~eel the tolloorl.D& ....W.tet 

8 Ooto- - - ODe tr~.,. of • four-llhip MC<ll'tecl •<llm>T• 

9-1.0 OotobeJ' - - ... NOortecl ~t .... 

Tl>tal .,_ tau INIIk - l), OSOo 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
llU.DouADDI ot nll Colou.lca 1W Qcu 

""'" DU'4J'TWDn ·~o.~ 

agupl PJCillC (Coa\ 1de) 

At Ut)O a.a. 5 loYaber, air or&tt ot 'l'ulc Foro a )8 (SAI!A'IOOA (CV), 
PIIDICI!Oi (CYl.) , SAil DlBlO (CL), WI JOAII (CL) IDd W.. d~re) o~ruok 
•tllll' oloippS,. iJI IIABACL, liD' mti'I'.I.III, Up....- ot t-:r-tbr• AY _ _. 
torpedo ,.~ ... aDd tftDt.;r-two !JauDtlMI d1TI ....... , OOT..-.d bT tut:r-two 
B.U .. to, laiDCbecl t....t.;r-t.hr .. ~ON and dzoowod twmtr-two belt•toG ....... 

Ot ~~ .U -..a...v onaia•• obowtecl, t1n ol ~- nro bit wi~ both 
torJ>Mo• ud -. alld ._ bl.• liP• '!'be e1lr:UI bM"7 orai.a• wu tcrpodood. 
Ot tba two upt croai.Mro oMer'fect, ..,. wu bit bT torp- IDd ...._. Uld ~~ 

~- bT ...._., '1'10> deet-a, ooat ot IIPPl'<III1Mt~ t1ttiC to -1.1 • .., iJI 
~. berllor, ..-. torpaciDed. lloet ot tbe r '""•,..... etrated. 

AbooR .....at:r-two to CDe buDdred CtlliJ' Iicht•• alld Mdl.• _.. nro iJI 
tbe air cw .. tiM .......... ol ~-· CNI' pl ..... clet1Dit~ obot - ....... t ... 
ti&bt••• poalilll.7 -t.;r-..... Jl.&ht .,.,. ticht•• ..,, da&cecl• Six ti&ht.­
.,, aDd.,.,.~-_., II>PU' .. tl,r fioat pliDM iD tbo barbor, Wlrl ropor\-o 
eel IIWIII Uld .,.,. _. probobl,r IIIDic. Tho CtlliJ' &Dt.1&1roratt t1ro COOWitwed 
wu ooao.,troted alld tairl,r &eOUl'&to. 

lo loot CDe d1To 'bollbolr, wbicb ... obot doWII .,<I two AY-oro, 'llb.Uib liiDII­
ed.., tbo wtor 'llllc tbq rltw'Ded. Fi'fl H.Uoato aDd t., ATq•• aro aiooiltc• 
SixtiC H.Ucato, od&llt AYqoro aDd od&llt. Da~mt.looo ,...IIi 'fed od.nor da&c•• 
p_.~ cuaal.UM- tbrM ldlled, oi&bt IN :led, 

DariJic 5 --...im"'!!.. llitcbollo ot""* .,.,. •IUR>inl ol- tbe J>Ortboaat 
-.t oliiOUtiADIVIU.I , wi~ tiM tollowiJII r.-ltot Sip].---
...,....&lid t1..ft.r toot carao TeOOol, oet .., t1ro o t.brn b 'l'ed toot CU'&O 
.. -ol, ~- a ..,. t 'red toot e&I'JO TeOOol, etratect tw.l'f'l llor&oo IIDII 
dscppod ...._. iJI tbo ld.- U'll ot tiM IDti t.1rt1old, wbot'l a lllllbor ot 
t1rM _.. otarted. 

At 4tU p ... 5 - ....... CDe ot ov r11 'MIMI plaoM iJI&ttocUT~ 
attacked at.., hmtod Uld t1.tt.r too~~~-- Mcortod bT- Wl&l.l 

abil>• t-rCl• J>Ortbnet ot C4PS st. ~ ... IJIII:UIII, 

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAaTJ:U 01' THI CoWMANDII IJrl 0011' 

HAVV Dl,AUWI~1', WAJHJNOTON, D. C. 

.UU..t f-.. .., u.o - ot 1B.UJUir 1SUIID ...... at.t..c~c..t by .., eet.aat.­

..t - be t..S ,...,_,, !!Ia at.t.ack wu r.p&l- aDCt •lxtJ' ot t.ba _,.. _.. 

ldl.l..t. All1e4 1oee .. -..t t.o t.wo ldl.l..t aD4 n1M wollll4ed. 

.b a ....W.t. ot t.ba .UU..t paratroop ra1.cl ca CII>ISIUL ISLUID, aaa luldrecl 

....s fOJ'V-tllr" ol~pUMo ciMd wv• •--'..t. 1be .,...... of .... -...t..t 1a 

_,_.,., boat. 1o boll.1w..t t.o be oou1Wabla. <:b. bwldracl ud •~7 t....a of 

-..s>U.. ....s •'r t. wve 4eet.ro7..t 1A add1U.. t.o t.1w ·~ at. SAIIOIOll. 

~ Glft'I ISUID, a r..l .._ .. eat. ca tiro ud otbar .111' .. n.art.ed. 1'loo ......... ,._. ..... 
DuriJia t.M -·-ttal paratroop wit.hdNRl, l>oob7 t.I'IPI aD4 111M f1tll.da 

eat. b7 _. Voope _., blari ""'P'"'""'• aco-n1e4 b7-.... 1 1.Dd1oat.­

illa a41ilt.1caal JIP oUWIJ.\iM, 

.t.U1e4 1<>1- -t...t t.o D1Ae ciMd aD4 .ut ... -..t. It. wu roport...t 

t.bat. Ulo .,,. uocl - aploo1n ball.t.o, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ht.ADQU.U·n u 01 THI CoJoCMAWDIR IN Ofll ' 

NAV'Y DU'AIItTMINT. WAIHlN~·. D. C. 

4 p.m. S NoY.abor 1943. 

SQOTH PACIPIC (Coat 'd.) 

At lloOO a.a. 4 II<>Y-, tittr-...,.., eli.,.. boabero and Dinot.., torpedo> 
baabero, oooortod b7 t.Lalltoro, athclotd maLI, BOOGAIIIVILLZ ISLAIIO. lllaorouo 
hito wro ocorod on tho r111JW&7 aDd in tho ourr<lWlding oroa. On. torpedo bomber 
wu obot dDIIn b7 o..-;y ant1&1:tcra!t !ire but tho crow ballocl out. 'll>roo tor­
peck> bombero and ooo di'nl bomber wore dGogod b;r ontiaircra!t tiro. llo •ooov 
plonoo WVO ODOOWlttorod, 

'll>o t.Lalltor oooort, attor tho attock, otra!od tho north o! BOOG.I.IIIVIU.S 
ISLAND and oot Cll tiro a ...U troialltor neor IO.BIRI, nortboaot I!OOOAIIIVILLB 
ISLAIID. In addition, tbooo pl-• probob}¥ oot on !ire two ocboonoro bot ... n 
IO.BIRI and C.AI'Z J.I'RmiiDSIIlP. 'lhroo bers•• wore IIUilk and t110 11111&11 YOaeolo oot 
on !ire in ll.l1'CHIN BA!, north BOOGA!NVILLiil ISL&ND. 

Air patrolo oftr DIPR&SS AUGUSTA BA!, BOUGA!NVILLiil ISLAND, did not eDCDuntor 
c:r •'*'T plonoo durin~ 4 JiOT- but att.acltod 11111&11 our!aco ora!t and •"""'1 
IWl pooitiono in tho ll.l1'CHIN BA! area. 

At ?rill) p.a. 4 IIOTWibor, a rooCilDoi .. anco plono, oporatinS tn. ClUADALCAIUL, 
athcbd throe larp •DOIIIJ carso nooolo, oocort.d b7 throe dootro,.ora, about 
one hWldrod and !ort7-!i.,.. Jliloo ••t o! UP.IIiGAIWUIIGI ISLAND. R.oulto o! 
tbio attoek wro not reported. 

Durins tho o- <lq, another roconnoiooanoo pl- oucc .. dod in obootinS 
clooal ono o! oillbt 0D0111J noat plonoo, wbioh attaclotd in tho Tioin1t7 o! 
UPI!iGAIWUIIGI ISUIID. 

A prol1•1 n•rr report indicate• that tho oulaariDI 'I'RIOGIB, oporatins in 
tho UST CHINA su, on about 3 JiOT-, attacked on._ con...,., and in an 
all nicht battle oonk two trei&btoro, ooo tankar and clomogod one treialltor. 

'!he .w..riDI SA IKIIISK, which attacked tbo •- oomo;r at the •- timo, 
oank """ 1arp t.lllkor, one larp and oot ....U. trei&btor. 

I!OOOAIIIVIILI, TRIUSlRY AND CIIOISBIJL 
ISLAJ!!) QI!OU!!D SllYA1'10N 

II'OVP• o! tho oDI"')' attoalptod to in!lltrato 0111' linea, and oome Joponooo 

t 
llu.r'iDS 4 aa-.bor, in tho C4PS roROKIIIA area, BJUG4111Vll.L! ISLAND, mall 

OIUpor tiro wu onooWlt.rod. lloppinS oporationo o! o!!-oboro iolando oontinuod, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAATEQ or THI CONNAKD&R J:H CHIU 

'l<AVY DIPAtTMINT, WAJHlNGTO~. D. C. 

9 a.-. ~ ROY~ l943o 

lK!!!TI! p ACWC {Copt I cl, ) 

At 9•3~ a,a. 3 IIO'f__., .wwt- L!.~tora attacked a OODT07 ot tllr .. 
~ fl'~t ... a protaoted liT thrH ctaatror_.• oae ~ aact tao 1111M ott 
tba northaut octnl cou~ ot - IltBLAIID. Olle fl'aclil>hr •• aeri0U11l7 
cta.ced &acll~ iDa dnk1 .. 00Dclit1CIIo Al>atb_. ~t_. a& &leo clula&ecl. 

About tc or t~N!Dt7 CtttV' .t:liht ... a and o'b&enati011 ploD&& att&cl<ecl .,.... 
-.. lour ot tbe CtiiiF pl.&DN , .... cte.till1tel7 da&trored aact tllr• po•i-
bl7 ctaatrorect. ODe L!.~tor •• cliN'bl.ecl and crub-l&Ddect at llllllll.l, &acl 
-ber aa .toroecl ckm> co tba •t_., J. ..,..,... ot our -..... reoahed a1nor 
..... troa ant1airor~ tire. 

.lt 12110 p,a, 3 IIO'f~, d41>t Coraaira ,.... attaol<ecl tv tw011~ Zaroa 
O'f_. CJ.PZ lllLm, - Ban.llllliLLI ISL.lllll. A n...,... ot tba - plana& 
,.... cta.cect. 1'110 ot 0111' pl&ll&& ,..t clr:>WD in tlaaa &acl are roportecl lliaa­
t,.. 

At 7•30 a.a. 4 lloY~, anoth_. reooDD&iaNDca pl&D& troa GIJJDALCAIIJ.L 
attaol<ecl two lara• ..,_. oarao Y&&&ala &acl eat oae cc .t1ra about """ ~ 
&acl titt- 1111• DOI'I.h- ot IIJSSAU ISL.liiD. 

U lOaSO a.a. 4 IIDY•ber, a .....,..M<nanca ploD&, op_.&tiQ& troa GUADAL­
CAIIJ.L, booobecl aact aoorecl a dJ.Hct hit an an - tukU' aaoortecl liT a 
ctaatror ... oae tnmdNcl aact ailttr-~t 1111•• DOrtb ot KAVIEHG, Nil! Il!I!LAIID. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.oov.QTIIII or no COMN..\Ju)ll; Dt CtttD' 

llAVT DUA.IITlCDil', WA.SKDfOTQ)f, D. C. 

SC!UJI PACIPIC (Cc!pt.' 4,) 

J 

llar1.Dc tbe n1&13 wrtaoe &OtiaD of 1-2 l«•ba', tbe 11111t ed St&tN 
c!Mt107_. !IIU'CIIl!lt, wld.le "I'PJ'O&m'nc tor • torpedo att&ck, oaUided 
llroadAda with tbe 11111ted Bt&tN c!Mt107V SPIIMCB at tbirtJ-10111' lcDota. 
!he YNINl reoeiftd .... .,.. et""'toarel ~·• bQt cootiJmed 1n aot.icm 
followinc tbe ooU1aiaD, &Dd at tiMe ncoeeded 1n alt1n& thl..rtJ-fOV 
lcDota. 

!he cluoc• to tbe 'IIU'l'CIIIR wu -.Uooed 1n tbe .......a& .,_,.,. of 
3 lon.ber, which at tbet U.. rtported th&t the daMe• wu po•ili1T 
reoeiYed tt- &D •"'"'V a1r &tw.ok. 

... pra)lwlne.,. rtport 1nd110&tN th&t at Ur30 p.m. 4 •o..-, .,... 
ot oar bea'7 'bollbere &tt&cked &Dd dN~cl "" .,_,. ll•'f or J.i&bt 
oruia_. one lllmdred .u .. IIOZ'th DOrtlnrMt ot lWIAUL, IIIII BIIITAD. 

Choi seul paratroopers have been .,,i thdrahn success fully ler..ving 
land mines Md booby t 1·apo in eree . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HllADQUARTIQ OF THI COMWAND~R IN ()UU 

NAV't DIPARTMC.'IT, WASHINGTOS, D. C. 

9 a.m. 4 Noveober 1943. 

SOUTH PACiriO (Cont 1d, ) 

At 8:00 a, m. 2 Novtwber, a reconoeiaaa..'lce plane inet!ectively bomb­
ed a ourtoeod. ene<qy oubmarino ninety miloa southoaot of CAPS ST. GEORGE, 
Nlilll IRELAND . Later, tnio plane attaeke<l an on'"'\)' freighter seventy 
miles oouthoa•t ot CAPE ST. Gl'J:)rr:;g and scored a direct boctb hit. Tho 
vooool is boliovad to have boon ounk. 

At l2:l5 p. m. 2 Nov0111bor, another roeonnaiuanco plano attacked. and 
oank a 1,000 ton en'"'\)' freighter thirty miles oouth~ot of OCEAN I SLAND. 
'lbio plane was badly damaged and a number or her poraonnel were wounded. 

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADOUAitTIP:U ()J' THI CONNAMDI& IN CKIIP 

NAVY DUAII:T'MINT, W.UHING1"01'f, Do C. 

4 p.~. 3 November 194). 

SOUTH PACIFIC (Cont'g,) 

The !allowing air aotioM on Novoo:bor 1 are additional to thou 
previou.l,y reported: 

At 7 :05 a.m., eight Lightning• on a ohipping roeonnaia•~~· 
destreyed one onom,y bomber, thirty ~os eaat ot CAPE ST. O&IRCE, NEW 
IRELAND. All our planoa returned, 

At 8:10 a .m., eight Ligl>tnings, while on a patrol ot 
woot coaot ot BCU:ADIVIlLE, <ngagod tittoen to twenty Zeros. 
tho Zeros wore shot down w1 th thr•o more probably destroyed. 
plaoee returned. 

t ho aouth­
Se·ven ot 
All our 

Later in tho morning, t..ont)"-ono Liberator• bo:nbed KIHII.I, 
SHORTLN~D AREA, scoring excellent hita oouthwoot of the runw01 and in 
the d1aporeal aroao, Very heavy antiaircraft !ire wao rocaivod b)" our 
planes but t hey all returned as tel)". 

On Novombor 2, at 8:00 a.m., thirty-two Allied fighters inter­
cepted thirty-five to forty Zeros and aoveral bombors torty ~·• west 
or CAPE TOROKINA, JlCAX;AINVILIB lSlJ.ND, Seven en""'Y tightors and one 
'bcxzlber were shot down. All our pl:anea raturned. 

A little later in tho morning, at 9: 50a.m., twenty unoacortod 
Liberators bo:nbod KIHILI, SHOR'IL\IIDS AREA, It 1o reported that tho 
targete were excellently covered. All our planes returned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQ\IA.TUS Or THI Q)MWANDn IH CHJ:U 

NAVY DIPAlTMS.\IT. W..UHIXOTOl'f, D. C. 

4 p.m. 3 Novomber 194). 

SOU'ftl PACIFIC (Corrt.'cl.) 

L but it io roportocl that tho cl&aga to her 1o not. UriC'~a. Our other 
ai!Jpo reeoivocl llinor 4.ua&o but t .... caau.&ltioo and can "- reaey tor 
action o,gain within a tn llour<o. 

Tho oxpootocl air attsck matoriolbocl a t SolO a.m. Tho tull 
ott oct of cl&mago incurrocl b)' our torcea, it aov, ccMot be reportocl 
hermth becauu o! a gorblocl text. It io otatocl, llowovor, that the 
light cruiser IIC:l'n'ELIER raceivocl hita on her otarboarcl catapult which 
rooultocl in tho eeriouol,y wouncling ot nino ot her poraoMal. Eiaht 
othel'a woro alao wcunclocl. 
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COMINCH FU..I UNITED STATES FLEET 
HPDQUAJtTeJJ 0, THI COW:WANDI.I IN CKIIP 

N'AV'Y bii'ARTMIJ'o"T, WASHII'o'G"TON, 0.. C, 

J 

~ p.m. J NovGber 19J.J . 

SOO'I'H PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d,) 

Saue details are now available o! Task Force 39'• surface 
action with the en""¥ duri.ng the night ot November 1-2 and t he Japs 
eoauil'l8 air attack oo it the followina mom1118. It would. appear that 
the acene ot the ellrtaee action took place approximetel.y thirt;y-!ive 
lllil.oa 'il'est Northweet ot EIIPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAlllVIU.E ISLAND. 

At 2r27 a.:n,, initial wrtaco contact waa made at a range of 
36,000 yarc:la with ths Jap torcee dispoaed in three groups, the ad­
vance one being of four destroyers, the !ltteood group ot four heavier 
llDita, followed b;,r the third group .n111Dber1118 fOilr al\ips . '!he distc.nt 
interval betwsen these groups was 6,000 ;yards. '!hoy were stearni.ng on 
couree 120° with a apeed ot twanty-tsva'l knots. 

Reports indicate that our forcaa deployed on couroe North and 
"boautitully" T1c:l the en""¥ with DESDIV 45 in the van, tollowed by the 
lignt cruiaara and DESDIV 46 in the roar, Aa DESDIV 45 l aunched a 
torpedo attack on the advance group~ our cruiaere reversed to the South 
s.nc:l DESDIV 46 went in with their torpedoes on the second enezD¥ group . 
Fo\U' minutes atter DESDIV 45 torpedoes were "seen" in the waterJ our 
light crlliaara c'"""'enced tir1118 . 

Reports indicate t hat the main battl e took place betwea'l 8,000 
and :10,000 yarda with our deotroyera bo.ttlil'l8 both groupe ot the sn""'¥ 
torco. 'lhs dsstroysr squadron com:nander claima t hat DESDIV 1.5 made 
three torpedo !lite and that DESIJIV 1.6 got two. 

'!he m&in battle continued Wltil 3:55 a . m., when the r....al.nder 
or the .,..,., ned to the ..... twarc:l, '!he mopp1118 action and pursuit by 
our torcea eootinued until 5•40 a.m. , 'llhen t he laat Jap veasel re:na1n­
il'l8 in the bottle area waa overtaken and .wUc by our dastroyero. No 
time was epent in pick1118 uP en""¥ survivors because it waa teared that 
a hostile air attack would be made at dawn, It wao aleo neceaso.ry to 
epeedil;y gather our diepereed ships and assist the dacaged deotroyer 
fOOTE to olear the action zone . 

A preliminary report indicate• thet the Japs lost one cruiser 
and tour dootroyera by oinking and two cruiaera and two dostroyera aro 
believed to have been d&magod. Aa h.as been prev:l.ollel.T indicated t he 
dostroyor FOOTE, in thio action, wae hit in the otern by a torpedo , 
'!he light cruioor DENVBR wao alao .truck with tour eight inch sheila 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
He:ADOUART&RJ OP nil COMWA.N"DU. !'N O n1r 

NAVY I)IP AJitTWJUo<T, W ASKI~GTON, D. C. 

9 a.m. 3 November 1943. 

800'111 PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

Task Force 39 wao l ater ottackod at 8:00 a.m., b,y a !ormation 
ot seventy anomy planes. It would appear that tho Dest royer Tt!ATCf!ER 
racaivad aavoro atructural dam&go during t hio bo<:lbard'llont, but roporto 
indicate that oho io undorwa,y end proceeding alowlY t o HA'lliORN SOUND, 
NEI'I GEORGIA ISIAND, Cor tempororJ repairs. Thirty-t wo of our f i ghter 
planes intercepted t ho enemy end ohot down oi,ght planoo with no looo to 
thomsolvoo. Tho ourraco ohipa or Tallk Force 39 oloiJIIa that thoy havo 
dootroyod ton to twelve planao . 

During the night ot 2-3 Novsnber a Liberator patrol plano 
attacked a Jap sub thlrty-rivo ..Uoa oaot ot KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAh'D. 
Tho r ooults ware W>Oboarved. At cddnight t ho • ...,. plane bal>bed a 
Japanoae rrei,ghtor oixty miloo west of BUKA. Tho r esults wore unreported. 

Ei ght m tor torpedo boats will move up t o a baao at 'OORll<INA, 
EIIPRESS A!X;USTA BAY, on the n18ht or 3 November. 

GROUND SlTUATICl'l TREAStJRY I SLA!i!J 

Tho ground o~tuation on TREASURY ISLAND io progreooing oatis­
taetorilY. 

GROUND S I'l'\lA TI ON CHOISEUL 

On l Novfl!lbar, at 5:00p. m. in t ho attarnoon, it wao roportod 
t hat tho Japo on CHOI SEUL ISLAND were continuing to move towarde tho 
northweat ern end. 

11 

During tho night ot 3 November, tho paratroop battalion llhicb 
was landed on CHOI.SEJL, ao a divoroion&l')' feint will be withdrawn on 
throe LCI 1a, covered b,y eight motor torpedo boate. 
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COWJ"CM F'U.& UNitED STATES FLEET 
H&ADQUAIT!:IS Of' THI COWNAifDIJl l lf CKriP 

l'o'AVY D&P.A.RTW!HT, WASHINOTOH, D, C. 

9 a .m. 3 November 1943. 

SOlin! PACifiC ( Co!J\ t d. ) 

Further do~ailo oro now aYailablo covol'in& tho initial opor .. 
tion tor t.bo Allied oobu.re and occupation ot DIPRESS AU::USTA BAl', 
BO!JGiliiVIILE LSUJID. 

Prior to tho landing ot tho tiro~ aaou&l~ wavoa at 7:30 a,a, 
on 1 November, tllirty-ono Avqora boalbed and otrated onci oovoo 
Dauntl .. s ciivo bauboro dropped omoko bombo on tho b1<lch01. An avor­
as• ot thirty-toW' ot OW' tighter planoo covered tho asoualt wavoa ao 
they landed. o .. pito attempt • o! an •n""'¥ baubor to <b-op ainoo ott 
ahcro, tho l&nd.l.n&o wore oonc!ucted with no louu in our!aco ahipo. 

It 1a roportod a total o! tourtoon thouo&nd throe hundred 
... and oixty-two llundred tens ot oquipunt and 0\qlplloo l<Oro landed 
by tho first ocholon in DG'!ISSS AU::USTA BAl', BCU;J.Il;VII.lE, 'lbo 
troop &Dd car&<> attack vuoolo ot tile tirot echelon 1\ovo arrived 
back at GIIIJlALCAIIAL without incident on their rat.urn trip. 

'lho Tll!OKDIA ground troops have gained their tirat phase 
line without encountorins """"'¥ in atrongtll, attor tho in1t1ol 
landing. Approximately throe hundred caou&ltiea and !1Cty-t1vo 
dead resulted !rom our landing and tirot dA¥'• oporati ono. Tho 
Jap caaual tios oro at hoot ono hundred and thirty-tivo klllod with 
no prisoner• taken. 

n ia now reported that in tho two wccuotul air attacko 
.udo by T.,.k l'orco )8 on tho air tiolda on BUU and llCliiS, BCllGAll:­
VIIJ,g ISIA . .'iD, on l llo't.-ber, our only louoo woro two !ightar planoo, 

On 2 llovonber, at 2148 a.m., aurfaco Taak For<:o 39 &ttacl<ed 
an enerey ! orca, atated aa baing in tbroo groupo, lj)pro.Jdr..,toly thirt;t­
tiva ailos woot nortbwoat ot l!l!Pll&SS AU::USTA BA'l'. No proaont in!onDA­
tion ao yot hao boon received ao to tha damage intlictad or ouotainad 
in this engag-nt eave that tho Destroyer FOOT& had boon torpedoed 
and was being towed clear, She wao proviouel;t roportad as having boon 
damaged during on air attack on 2 November at 7•SS a,,., It io roported 
thot. tho tneo>¥' a undAmaged unite witbcb-ow to tho wootward at ~•44 a . m, 
A Blue air a trike wao ord.roci to inter<: opt the oneo>¥' • !light but no 
contact waa l!l&do. AlthQII&h the FOO'I!i' e dratt forward 1e oix toot and 
tho min dock ott ia awash tho chancoa appoar excollont that tho ,..,. 
going tug SIOUX will bo able to get her into to 'IIJUCI. 
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HtAPOUARTERS OF 't1lB CoMMAN"OHR I.S CHIRP 
SAvY DEPARTMENT. WASJUNCTQS, p, ( . 

4 p, m, 2 Nov-=ober 1943 

SOU'Di PACIPIC ACTIQl (Cont ' d, ) 

EOUGAIIIVILLE GROUND SI'IUA TIO!l 

It io reported. that landings in l!ai?RF.SS AUGUSTA BAY, SOOGAINVliLE 
ISLAND continuo to be succitul, '!be )rd llarine Di vision Landed. against 
opposition and gonerall,y h& obtained. their first otjective , By night 
!all o! 1 November, thoy we e still in contact with tho enOIII!', but. tho 
action had boon reduced to oporadic !iring, Tho divia1on hao had 
ca oualtioo of two hundred aod. oixty, with an ootimato of fifty killed.. 
I t 1o reported. ono hWld.red end thirty~!ivo Japo have boon killed. with no 
prisoners taken. 

Roporto !rom tho nati voo state t hat the Jape are in tbe vicinit7 
ot JAIJA RIVER with a !orca larger than that in tho TOROKINA RECI O!!. 

'!REASURY I SLANDS CROU!ID SITUATI<l'l 

By the evening of l November, l.ST' o carrying tho aocond echelon to 
tho! 'l'REASURY ISLANDS have completed unloading and departed. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H&ADOUUTDS Or no: Cow~ Of CM11r 

... ., OIPAm"WDn', WAauiiOTC*, o, C. 

• 

9 ..... 2 lio ... - ... 1943. 

SOU!!! P.ICil"'C (Cp!!~ 1 c!.) 

, .. a•te dancer of ai.Dkinl; and 1a able to ake a •rf•a ~~peed ot about 
tour lmoto, L&tor rtparlo indJ.eato -~ tho oe~aol.n& ~""' SIOUI, h&o 
tho l"'O'n 1.n t.ow and both aro now on tho filii b&ck t.o poJ't 1 ould.J1i n1no 
knot t . 

OHOISEUL GROOllD SITUA TI<ll 

llur1na 30 Oct.obor , Allied ground torcu atucked SANGIGAI traa tho 
ncrt.hwoot ond. -~ ond ldlled .. .,.nt,..two Jopo, ~tion dllllpo, c.....Uca­
tioo tocilU1u, aod1c&l ouppllu, .._no and & o.., bo.rge were d.oetrored. 
'!be to- c•p wao 'tlu.moc!. About tor~y Jopo ucoped towardo LUTI1 t.o tho 
•out.h ... t . Doc,_~, wore captured g1Yi.ng iloport&Dt i.ntonoation on ~>&reo 
routoo ond al..no ti&ldo. Our pral lodnaey caoualtieo l..ndie&to tour d.oacl ond 
nino wo\llldoc!. 

~ ISLANDS GRW!!p SI'IUATICii 

lin-. actin tr 1o docr oui.n& oo tho lett tlt.nk or ~Ito I'ALAII.U peri­
meter, where our tore•• repulsed an at tempted penetrati on <turina the 
night. or 29-30 Oot.obor. Ooo 1Dtantey oaopanr h&o ruched JLU.SI, on tho 
northoootom oiclo or IIOI«l lSLAND, Yithout h&v1J1i contacted aey ot the 
enc,r, A pr&lial..n&ey report of the o- cle&cl now totalo fort.rtour, 

A -'bout ono hunclred Japo reuin oo 110!10 ISU.h'D 1n ~ho J""'l•• Tho indicated 
bulk or tho - oppoaro to bo in tho ..... two llil.eo DOrt.h ot SAV!KJ 
in tho oouthorn part. ot tho i&lonc!. Ooo Jap l.o- ..,untoin gw1 and ito 
.....Utioo hen btoD e&pturocl oo tho wto~orn a1do ot tho SAV!KJ RIYIII. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
KIADOUAnDS or Tfll CoNNAXDU 1"1 CHJIF 

NA\'Y DVAaTNiitT. WASIUHOTOH, D C. 

9 a.-. 2 !lov•llu 194). 

s:x.Jnf PACIYIC (Coot I cl.) 

A photo rooonn&l.oaanco of tho BUKA-BQliS Araa, at 7::30 a,m,, 1nd1catod 
that tho BUKA Nn""J' woo ha&11il,y pitta<l with cratero. A largo tiro h'oll a 
tuol d1111p on tho eouthwoot ahoro and of tho BUKA Nn""J' no otill blazing. 
Pl&noo wore burning in tl» northwoot dhporo&l area, and thrH tiru wore 
ooon in tho southa&ot end of that area . One largo throHocka<l tranoport 
no burning tiorcol,y a.nd l,y1ng obandona<l fin lliloo west of IIAJEKAS ISLAND 
i.D tl» wootorn oncLo! BUKJ. PASSAOI. A number o! barges wore rooeu.in& 
eurYivora. 1he 8UXA. 1"UDJJ''.,)' appe.ared \U1aerviceable. Two l&rge tirea were 

t 
eMD near the northuat end ot tht BOUIS atrip. ~ third attdrk aq mlkA 

~ 
wu C<llllplot.a<l at 7:11) a.a. on 2 llov•bor b)' TASK FalCii J8. Tho rooulta 
o! tho ot.riko haTe oot boon indicated u yet, but twout.T~t tono of 
bombo wore drcpJ>Od, 

At 8:00 &,..., &i&ht ltl.ttThallko on patrol 1n tho Tic1nity o! BOOCAI~ 
VILLB ISI.k'ID, intoreoptod thirtr ocuth-bound Zeros at 16,000 feet . Sovan 
Zoroo wore destroyed with tho probability o! o.nothor oM. All cur plonoo 
return~. 

l 
At 9:07 a.m. tw•lvo II'IOJIIY bolllboro attacked our TASK F'ORCE in El!I'Rl!:SS 

AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISU.ND. Our ahipo put to eo& when tho raid 
otorta<l and returned on.-and-on .. h&lf houro later with no appar ent cW>ago. 

On tho same d"71 oiel>t Coroairo, on patrol ovor tho woat eooat of 
BOOOAI IIVILLE, contacted thirtr to forty oouthbound Zeros aetins ae an 
ooeort tor twelve to oixtoon bomboro. Tho fight took place at two thcuea.nd 
!Mt, and the attack wae brok.n. \Q>• ThrM Z•ro• wera destroyed with the 
probability ot another, One on~ bomber •• prob&bl7 deatroyod. Tho 
Zoroo tria<l to tToid a fight and ocatt«red. Tho boaboro ..ada no apparent 
attack on our ehips. All ot our pl&noo roturnocl. 

On tho oao day, another sro.., ot Iicht Corsair a on patrol contacted 
oix ..,.,. tl.ghtoro at ten thcuoand toot . Ono Zero waa dastroya<l and tour 
were d.alu.ged. 

At &pFoxbattly two o'clock 1n tho &ttornoon, two gro\ll)o of Corooi.ro, 
odltlt plonu oach, ons&&ed roopoctivol,y twelve Zeros onr CD'TRAL BOUOA~ 
VILL& ISLAIID 1 and .. Yon Zoroo ncrth ot EIIPRl>SS .lUGUS'l'A BAI. ~o Zero ot 
tho tirot group woo dootroya<l, and ot the ucond group one no dlla&Sed 
with tbo toraation boing broken Ill>• 

f 
On 2 NovGbor, at 7•55 a.:a., 1n a pooition about ti!t.y ml.loo woot of 

IIII'R&SS AUGUSTA BAY, BOIXlAINVILL& ISI.AND, tho destroyer POOTB woo claal&&a<l 
during "" air ottaek . Proll.Joinor7 reports 1nd1cnto that iho 1o 1n no 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HU.DQUAJrTRJIS OF T1C& C01U.tAN'DitR I.H CHIRP 

NAVY DIU'ARTWE~T. WASH11"CTON, 0 . C • 

9 a ,a. 2 November 194), 

SOOTK PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d, ) 

At )rlO p,-. twont;r-foUI' Coreal.ra and twalvo Airacobru atrated 
ohippi.n& 1n 'l'ONOLEI !W!BJR, SI!OR'IU!ID Area. Orlo .-11 freighter waa 
loft &oki.n& and 1n a •:lnl<i.n& ca'ldJ.tion, ono barge wao SW>k, one bo.rgo 
woo burned, and five othora woro damaged, Two su.ll craft and anti­
aircraft pooitiono on tbo east oido or tbo harbor wora atrofed, Anti­
aircraft tiro wao rocoi ved from tbo woot aide or tho harbor, aloo tr0111 
tho oouthwoat aide or L.IICR I.Al!AU. Orlo dallaged Airocobra got hc>M 
safal;y and tho pilot or aDOthor ono, which landed 1n tho water, wao 
reeeu.:t. 

'll Octo bor 1943 

At an unreported tillo, n1notoon unoocorted Liberators bombed KARA 
airfial<l, coveri.n& tho runwo,r with lll&l'lJ' bombs. Or1 tho oamo morning, at 
9:00 a .-.. tbirty-to\ll" Dauntleee dive bombers, twenty-four Avengers, 
sixteen Coroairs, sixteen Ki tt;ybawlcs and sixteen Airacobrao hit KARA 
again, Hita waro udo on the o<lg .. or tho r~, tho nntiaircratt 
pooitiono and on 0110 buU<Iing. Orla of tho balbo tall 1n tho taxi. loop 
and caused a largo OJ<ploaion and tiro, Two Avengers were olightl;r d&mage<l 
b;r light antiaircraft fire. No Jap pl anoo wore aoon 011 t ho ground nor 
an;y in tho air. 

Ton llinutos later, tho KARA runwo,r and nearb;r arou wore blaotod by 
twont;r-thr" llitchall .,.di\111 bomboro and oixtoon Coroairo. S.Veral build­
in&• woro dootro;red and innUIIIOrouo craters on tho field lett it unservic.­
ablo, Pbotographo taken otter tho otriko showed that tho entire ltngth 

lll
ot tho KARA airfield io covered by oight.!"'thr .. bcmb cratoro. Photographs 
t&kon of tho other SOU'l'H&RN BOOGADIVILLE !ieldo ahow them unoerviceablo 
with ver;r little ropairi.n& dCl'lo at tho KIKILI and BALLU.! fieldo, 

1 November 1241 

ProlWnar;r roporto of TASIC FORCE 39'• ourfaco boabardm011t ot tho 
BtJV.-BONIS airtialdo, NOR'DiERN !IJOOAINVIUB ISLANll, during tho night ot 
31 October - 1 New- 1nc11cat«<thot two largo fir .. woro otarted on 
BUXA and ono on BONIS. Dni.d.ontitied aircraft 1\a.raooed a tigbti.n& ourfaco 
ohip with naroo durin& tho ongogeont. 

Tho bombing attock corriod out b;r TASK FORCE )8, eonoioti.n& of tho 
aircraft corrioro SARATOGA and PRINCEroN, tho light cruiooro SAil JUAN end 
SAM DII!IX>, and nino ooeorti.n& cloetro1•ra, on tho air!iolde at BUICA and 
BaliS wao ecapleted at 8r25 •·•• TOll to tweln •nto~V planoo wore abot 
do"" witb no ooriouo caoualtiu to our !orca. 
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H&ADQCIARntiS oP 'rHH C0.NWA1"DU IN CICIU 

J!IAVY DU'A.aT'Jr(DT, WAIJUNOTOS. p , C. 

9 a,.,. 2 Novlllb.r 1943 

SO!/J!! P6(;IFIC (Cont.1 d. ) 

Durinc tho ni&bt ot )C)-)1 October, tho aotor torpedo bo&to trca 

LAIIIIU LUIBU, northern VELIJ. LAVELIJ., operated alone t.he northwoot CHOlDJL 

COAST !rc;u ZINOA t o CHOISWL BAY. No olll'l&oo oontaote wore ..,.do, but tho 

ohip Z"'Coind achino IIWI tiro tr<D tho beach juot north ot IIOLI, CHOIS!UL. 

lO October 1943 

At 6:SS &, tO, nine Avtnsaro, o1jht Cora&iro and oiaht Kittyhollka bocobocl 

and otratod tho &roa ono-quartar lllilo north ot SANGIGIJ , CE!IT!W. Sari'HI;'!STI!RII 

CHOIS!lJL. 'lbio no dono at tho roquoot ot BUll sround troopo oparati.ns in 

that o.rao. tho bollbo landocl in tho JWlll• &Dd - buildinco on tho bordar, 

llhilo otratq tho area, tho air fi&htaro roo«ivod 1Dattect1vo J.1&ht ~~&chino 

gun tire, 

At 9 •37 a, ..,, aixtoon u.noocortod L1beratoro boltlbed tho KARA lirfiald, 

SHORTL.IIiD AREA, with WIOboorvod roaW.to. Cl-Io plano waa d.ltlta&od by hoovy 

anti-&1rcrott tiro. llo Jop planoo intorcoptod t.h1o ~t. 

II E!sht millutoo later 1 KARA woo bosbod and atratod by sixty-eiSht 

DauntlMa dive 'oombera,. tw~nty•aevcn Avqe.re, t went;y-two Cor•aira, 

ol.xtoon J.irocobru ond oi&bt Worhollko , Hi to wore ~>ado on tho ,.._ 1 

antioircrott pooition.o &Dd contiguouo oroao, s.oko troa Olq>looiona woo 
' I I. '{ 

(: 
oMD in tho vicinitoT ot tho antioircrott poait1ona noor tho fiald and 

.troa an .......U.t1on dWttp, The Corooira otr&tod TCllCX..SI RARBa!, t.ho piaro 

and t.he ahippinc. Thoro woro about ono hu.ndred .,.all. cr&tt in tho harbor, 

Prior to thio 1t r.l.ko1 tho KARA fiald •• in oporat1on, Tho UHn.I tiold, 

in tho - o.roo, io dofinit~ 1Doparat1.... No Jop planes wore aeon, 

In the ottornooo, at 2:CS p. m., tour N• Zoohnd Vonturu and t walvo 

Airacobru atratod ltiE1A field, in tho !lAST CENTR.\L part ot BCUlAlliVII.L! 

ISLAND. Hit a waro acorod on and olon&lido tho runwa,y 1 which was roportod 

1Doparatin, with vegetation srow1ns in t bo bocob cratoro and diteheo on and 

M&r tlw !iald. Six llitcholl IIOdiliO bolob«ra and thirty- two Corooiro 

b<abocl &Dd otr&tod nsv. at tho • ..,. tiao tr<a troo-top bol.cbt, l>itUnc 

tho """'""' and odjac111t aroaa. Cor .. iro atrotod and burned t hrH •ell 

troiShtora in noo.rb)' ROROI!ANA BAY. TWo bo.rgao in KIETA RARBa\ and one on 

BAN.l.RU RESt woro otratod, Ant1&1rcratt tiro troa ohipt in JJl.AIVA BAY 

wounclod ooo ot t ho Coroair pilota, wbo bt.il.od ""t O'l'or BAJW(CIU. in SOO'nWS'l'Pl!N 

VILIJo LAVill.A. Anothc- Cora&ir pilot landed io tho wa~er t ""t.Y cl.l.oo 

north of V!I.LA LAV!I.LA. Both ot thooo piloto woro rooeuod, but 10 third 

CORSAJR pilot, wbo went down al.cbt lliloo ott KIETA HAR!la!, waa not anod, 
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co.m.:H , .... UNITED STATES FLEET 

t iiADQUAitT!:RS Of' TICI C0M)fA.,"DE:l IN' CJUIP 

NAVY OIPA.JtTMII'fT, WASHil'o'G'fON', D, ( , 

SOU'll! PACIFIC (Cont' d , ) 

9 a. a, l NOY.aber 194.), 

A proll.a1nar7 rtport 1nd1catoa tMt opar&tiono tor tho Allied aoburo and 

oe...,aticn c! l!IIPRESS AOOUSTA BAY, BOOGAINVII.L& ISUND, oro proooodi:n& 
accor41n& to plan. 

!bo tint ao1111lt wa•a. landld. at 7:30 a.., l llo•-· Our tr..,._ 
porto iA \ho az • woro !orcld. to witbdraw cluo to d.aJisor ot &1r attack, 

T\1~,""01'.'-: ordorod, 1!9""' 01, to ,...,.. unloadJ.n& at 9• 20 • · •· 
Jt.-.a 1 ,., I)'~ u l , t·;,, 
~bo-ao~ of- 1 No•OIIb.,J, TASK l'OftCI 39, probobl,y conaistin& 

ot tho ~t C.Nbaro 1011l'KL.IX!!, CLIM!LAll1l, COLIJliBIA, IIE!o'VI.'\ and oov., 
dootro7oro, 'boab&rdld. Japanooo &ir!iold inotollotiOIU and poroonnol at 
BUU and BCIIIS, B01JClAllfVIIU ISLUIO. 

A m.lllbor of !ir01 wore atartod, ono ot which """ Yioihlo tor sixty 
lli.loo two hcuro attor tho boalbudlunt, Cono1dorohlo but in&cour.to 00111\T 

tiro trooa ohoro bottorioo waa oncountorld., togotbor witb 1nat!oct1Yo &1r 

and 110tor torpedo boat attoel<s, 'Qoo f ! S( fOI!CI Qo h&rauld. oll n1ght b7 
onoopfi' planoo c!NppiAC tl&na and tlolt J.18hto. 

L&tor, o booabo.rdalont. ot tho SUORTLAND Area no carri ed out by t hio 
TASK I'OlCE. A poraiotont and fairly accurate roturn t i ro trora onoar.r 
ohoro bottor1oo wao rocohod. liariT enoar.r guno woro oUoneod, 111nor 
-tfi'iol <lAM&• wao ou.toinod ....,--_poroonnol wore .....,dad. b7 ohnpnol, 

~ llto woo ...tt .. ad.. 

(. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

tiJAOOUAJlT'ItU or THI CC))C)lA.~DEI IH Cllllt' 

NAVY DI!I'AJtTMlHT, WAIHJ,..-CTOH, D, C. 

S9!l!!! PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

4 p ... :n October 194). 

At 8t25 a ,m, 29 October, oiallt llitchollo, ooeortod by twont;r-throo 

Cor .. iro, bo:obod M<1 otrated tho BONIS &irdrOIM, NOII'I!l llOUOAIIIVILLB ISLAND. 

Rita wvo ocored on build1nga, gun poaiticruo, and a grollDded bolabor in 

the aru wa.a dNtroy.ct. Two exploe1Ma and aeYval t'iru were atarted. 

In add1tton, al.OYon bare•• ware otrared, ono ot which woa oubeOCjuontl.T 

!>.ached, Two onoq noct pbnoo and a tiohin& bo&t in BUKA PASSAGE woro 

aloo otr&Ced. 11o onoov plano• intorcoptod tho attack, and al.l or our 
pl&.'\eo returned, with tho exception or ono Coroa1r, which .lo.ndod in tho 

we.tor otr tho northout coaat of VI!Ll.A LAV'IlLU, and a llitcholl, which 

eraah-.l&nded on lllll>'DA, N&O Gl!IY.lCIJ.. 

At 8•17 a.m. 29 October, nino 111tcholls attacked I!UitJ. and ot&rted 

two firoo. Two grounded """""' bolaboro &nd oovoral noat plan•• wort 
otrafod. In 4ddition, • number or building• wore duu>.ged. 

Aaain at 9:55 a,,., oovontoon Ant.T and tour Navy Ld.borstcro attacked 

BU!:A. 8CIIbe ..... dropped on tbo runwa;r, r«ot.Mnt and diopor04.1 •roes, 

and ono bWJ.ding waa doatro;red. 'lhroo srollDded onOIIf p.lan .. werolalloved 
to have betn hit.. ,\t about the .,. ti.ae, twelve Ventura• and one 

l!itchol.l attacked not/IS. NW11oroua hi to wore ocored on tho runwo;r, ro ... t­

ment ancl personnel a.reae . Both or theae. s.ttacke wers covered by t wenty­

four Coroairo. All ot our planao rotumo<l, 

At ):)5 p.m. 29 October, twal•o torpedo -ar• and tiftot!tl dive 

bo;nbero, oacorted by twont;r- tour ti&htero, attacked lHE'TA, BQJGAIIIVJll,S 

ISI.JJ.'D. Rite were ..... do on tho r11n"'C3 M<l adjacent 1natallat1ono, 

During tho attt!rnoon ot )0 October, Allied forcoo comoncod a 
ground attack azoinat tho Japanoao in tho SAfCIOAI Area, SOUTHIIEST 

CUI1lUL atOISBill.. It 1a reported that tho «>t~ey ia apparenl.lr .ov1ng 
frog tbo northweat and tho southout on our pooitiona. Co~dorabl.o 

borgo tr .. ttie, durina tho 1\ia.~t of 29-)0 October, ns reported botweer. 

XAKA& and SANGIOAI . 

During 29 Oetobv, on 'IR2!ASURY ISUllD, fivo Japan .. • onl.jlors wore 

killed ino1do of our dot«a .. perialotor. ~ IIOrt;u- and 4Uft pooitiona 

wvo 010ptured. /.l.Ued ant1-a1rcr&tt guna on tho ialand ohot _, .. ., 

onoov pl1.no during tho nisht ot 28-29 October, 

tlla United Statu aubmarine OATO returned tT<ll:l P4trol or tho 

j .SOLOIIOtl ISLAI!DS and reported damaein& two M""'" fr•1ol1tero on 19 

Octcbv. 'Tbt4l tcnM.&• c~.amalled - H,soo. 
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t • 
UN ITE D STATES FLEET 
HIADQl!Aa'TUS or nca COMM.A.)(oo ~~ ouu 

NAVY DIPAIT)a'n'", WASHI~. D. C. 

4 p.m. 30 Ootobor 1943. 

SOOlH PACil'IC (Cont 1d , ) 

At ?r33 o.ru, 28 October, twenty-nino cUvo bombers &nd nineteen torpedo 

b<nboro, otoorted b)' forty-a1x tighter•, bombed And atratod KARA, BOOOAUI­

VIUS Ul.J.ND. Rita wore scored olof16 tho rtlllWll1, 1n t!>o r evetment "'roa 

and "" anti-a.ircr&tt battorioe. One torpodo baoobor wu ooon to crub. 

All othtr planoo returned, but throe o r tho torpedo booobfloo wore daxaod 

by s.nti-air<:r&tt tire. No OI\111\Y plMoo wore soon 1n tho air or on tho 

gr<:und. Prior to tho ettack, tho airstrip appeared patched and operAtional. 

At 9r32 &,a, 28 October, nineteen Libor&toro, without .,cort, &tt.acked 

tho KI.RA l"UllW11Y, 

Later, botW8on 12:45 a . m. &nd lrOO p.m., thirty- eight dive bcmbora 

$.nd t wenty-one torpedo divo booobora, escorted cy torty- eight tic;htore, 

~ &nd atrated B.UJ.P.X ISL\1:0, Hih wore aeorod o~ tho otrip, uong 

c.nti-aircr&tt gun po1itiont1 o.nd in the revetzl;ent. aren. 'n\ret tirea were 

started on tho strip. Five torpedo bombora and aix d.ivo 'bombe,ra wert 

c!.&m>&ed by anti-&ircr~ tiro, but all pl.anea returned. No """"<Y plAnea 

wore soon 1n tho &1r or on tho uound. 

/.t 4r:l0 p.m .• 29 Ootobor 0 ol.xtoon Coreairs atratod about ton or t woln 

a:MJ.l troop-laden troi c;htoro and """Y bargos 1n or near '!'aiOLEI RAJU!OUR, 

I!OUGAINVIU.E ISLWD. Ono trtdghtor OJQ>lodod and throe othora probobl,­

burnod. One barco was deatroyod a.~d throe sot on tiro. 

Allied roreea a<IV&n<inS on CI!OIS&VL I SL\IIl), tOI!U'ds S.U:OICJ.I during 

l 
tho ovonine ot 29 October, .,countered a otrong Japanese force advancing 

northwaat between VJJ;ARA &nd Vr:tl.A. lluulto or t.hia encounter wore not v1 roportod. 

~· 
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CClMII"CH fl l..l UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAitT!U Of> Til& C0.MMANDII lK CIHU 

NAYV DUARTMI)IT, WASHJ,.GTOH. D. C 

900'nl P.ACIPIC (Qopt' d.) 

:)0 Oetobor 1943. 

and, 1n aclcll.t1on, attacbd a -u carco vouel tin ..Uoo north ot ICUIIA 

IIUIIA, northMot BOOG.UJIVJl.IJ! ISUJ:t>. 

At 9:10 &, a, 29 Oetobor, a GUAOALCANAL roconna1uanco plane otratod 

and oot on til'o a s.uo>J.N l oodod with """"~~' ti'OOpe 1n CRml ISLA!lD l&cocn, 

nol'thnat BUXJ. ISLA!m. 

Durinc tho nia!lt ot ZT and 28 Oetobor, tho I!IllHtll NEll ZEAUND BRIGJ.DB 

on 1llZASUR! ISLAND roco.ind. a eeriu ot omall bolob1na ra1clo and aoao aol'tar 

tiro, llh1ch o&uoed light d&&age. 

During 28 Oetob.,., pet rol acth1 t7 on 11l!J.SURY ISLIJ,!) oontinuod rltb 

tho general cll.'JI001t1on uncbani;od and the a.ituation well 1n hand. '!llo 

en~~~r continued tto rlthclrawel toW&rclo IIALSI, northoaot TR!ASUR! IS!A!:O. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTBIS Oil' nul Q)l.U4AADO I"' QUQP 

NAVY DVAJtTND'T, WASmN(;'I'Olrf, D C. 

S0\1!!! PACI,IC (Cont'c!. ) 

30 Oetober 194) . 

Durina tho mmins ot 28 October , tho SltCOND PARACHUTE BATTALION 
lt.nd.cl unoppoo.cl on tho SOU'I'IiWEST COAST ot CHOIS!UL ISLM'D, nNr VC11.A. 
CY&o on-.r plano dropp.cl boabo near a ocroonin& dootro;ror, but cauood 

no d&u&•· 

Tho Japaneoo on OIOISIIUL lS!.AiiD were roportod withdrawiJI& on 29 
October, north o! tho IW!RIO!t ~ A nUIIIbor ot tho on-.r wore guard­
ins tho &I!GIG.U bare• ot Q.tion. .lbout one thou~&nd Japanuo are 1n 
dioporo.cl pooitiono between WTI and KAXASA, SOO'MmST Cllll'I'IW. C!tOISEUL 
ISL.OO>. 

Ow-ina tho night or 'r/ October, LST 399 woo oliehtl.r dolllag.cl by 
two boabo drop!>.cl near tho vooool while oho wao rot1r1ng !rom MEASURI 
ISUHD. Japanooo r ocorw.ioo&nco planoo h&raoo.cl other rotirin& LS'I''S 
by dr<lppin& fiood lighto end colored tlaroo, 

At llrOO 'r/ October, oovontoen unoocort.cl Uberotoro bootb.cl KAllA 
and UKILI airtioldo. A nl.lllll>or ot hito wore ocorod on tho runwa.r, ~r 

planet encountered no interception and all ot the returned to t heir be.oo. 

Tho attack in 'IIIlich tho Unit .cl Statu destroyer COSY wao dolllae.cl woo 
aado by twont.J-!ive Zero typo torpedo din bomboro at 3:1.0 p. m. 'r/ October, 
tittoen ..Uoo north or 'mltA.SURI ISLA.'ID. Ughtnineo covorin& t ho vuool 
ohot down '"'"' o! tho on-.y planoo, K.1tt ;rhawl<o dootro;rod two, ll'arho• l<l 
d011111od two, t.nd Airacobrao ehot down ono, 

At /, :15 p.., 'r/ October, tour Utt;yhawko wore attacked by nino Zoroo 
out ot orr.,t:r ooen ovor UHILI, l!O'.X;Al!IVIU.I ISLM'D. Tho Patt;rhawko 
ohot down throe. 

A nut~be.r o! 10011\1 p1anu inottoctivol;r dropped bombo on GUADhLOANAL 
between 7r 20 and 9t25 P•"'• 28 October, 

Dllr1nc tho night ot 28 October, a .........Uooanco plano, OS>•rat.ln& !roc 
GliiDU.CUlAL, otra!od three ....U - cratt ott tho aouthwoot ooaot or 
CHOISIIJL ISI.UlD, 'lhlo oaao plano tbon otra.tod o1Ght other .all cra!t 
•1tht ad.loo ooutb ot CHOISniL BAI, CHOIS!:UL ISLAND, betwo .. 9•52 and 10 :40 p,a. 
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29 October 194), 

SOUTH PACIPIC (eont•d, ) 

At ):JO p,11, 26 October, five unoacorted VentUNo boabod and 

ot rafed the eouth ehoro or 'l'R&ASURY ISLAIII) and etarted a argo tiro, 
in ad41tion to d.IIIOliohing huto on YAI.AILU. 

At 2:45 p.a. 26 October, eight UC>Wnt• otrafed OMIIIT pooi­
tione at Bll!tA and dootroyed tivo tightoro and one bollll>.r on tho 
field, '1\oo lo.rao tiru wero ot&rted, ~e awdlluy cr..rt., with 

eonei~era.ble peroonnel. and ca.rro, waa al.110 attacked and deatro:yed. 

At ):40 p,a, 26 October, aix ll.l.tchollo, escorted by tittHD 
Ughtninao, b.-bed ond otrated ..,_ pooitiono en llUKA 1SLAI.1l. ~. 

IJ'Ounded aediUD bcllbor wu d .. troyed t.nd t011r other pl&noo en tho 
field ...,., strafed ond probably @~:aged. llo interception ••• encount.­
ered. All or our planes returned.. 

Th••• plt.noo tbon attacked. BQIIS, NORTH OOUGAlNVILIJ!l JSLJJID 1 t.nd. 
I<Uled OYOr two-huodrod. Japt.nOOO Of an ooti•ted t wo-thoU-d five­
hundred working on tho runway, Inatallationo in tho are& wore aloo 

<Wsa&ed. 

Photographs taken of tho tioldoin SOUTHERN BOUG.\INVILIJ!l after 

tho 26 October att ack showod thG to be unumoeablo. 

At 2:00 P••• 71 October, a reconnai•smce pl.ane, oparat.ln.a from 

GUAlliJ.CANAL, attacked, with unreported rosulto, t110 ODUQ' barges abOilt 
t wont,-eight l!liloo northeast of CAPE ST. G!ORGII, !11!11 I RRLA!IO, On tho 
••• -.tt.ern.oon, another reoonnaieeAnee pla.ct attacked two ~-.,y eonvor• 
twont,y-tivo llileo wut of ORml ISLAND. Rooulto ot thio attack were 
not reported. 

'I'R!I.S'JR! ISIJJ, o Cl'mATIQIS 

Later roporto indicr.to that tho 8th Brigade of tho )rd New Zealand 

Oivhion, reinforced, landed on n>.EASURY ISLAml at 6:26 a . m. 'r/ October, 

lly )t40 p,!!>o rorimater detonooo wore eotablhhed, Tho Jopanoae wore 
reported withdrawina towards ILU..SI , t;Cfi'l!UUST 'mB/.SURY ISU!/0, It 1o 

oati.aated tbet Allied troos>• outrored abOilt eonnt;y-tivo ot.oualtiea. 
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' 
COML"fCCI PILl UNITED STATES FLEET 

""' 

HI ADOUAATIJt5 Of THI CONloiA."lDDI: fl't Ctul' 

NAVY OtJ'AlTWifrtT', WASHI~G'TON', D, ( , 

29 October 194), 

SQ.'nl PACIPIC (Cont1d , ) 

Tho United Statoe sub-.rino PUFP'l!R retumecl !rom patrol or 
tho !IOLilltJU. SEA and lWUSS.\1\ ST!IAIT Araa and reported u !ollowo: 

17 Sopt .. bor, aank a s,346 ton earao ••••&l in a 
t_.abip <:«f'ff7 orr Alii!O!I, CEP.AK. 

Ouaged a ?,soo ton awd.J.i&'"T ott llANCKAIHJ.T, out 
BCIR.'!EO (ll&ta n.ot reported) , 

9 October, c~oa~&ecl an awd.liUf cerao tnnoport or 
?,soo tone. (Locality oot reported) . 

Total .,_ toon&go dootrO)'ecl - S 1 )46. DOU&ed -
15,000 tone. 

Tho PUFPKR wao d.uli.ged b7 depth chergoo tmttD countar-attacl<ed 
b7 a CHIDaU torpedo boot on 9 October, 

At 4:45 a.m. 26 Oct.obor, two Hellcats otr&!ed BI.U..UJ! with un­
obterv4Kl r es:W.te. 

At 9:00 a.m. 26 October, forty-nine divo bor.>bera and thirty-o.lJr 
torpedo dive ~oro, followed b7 twentrtwo llltchollo, oacorted by 
oix1.,-nine fi&htoro, bollbecl and otr&!ed ~D!ILI, I!OilGAl!lVIILB ISUND. 

Hit• were scored on tbe ruD'RJ' and on a b ... ched ehip. 

H .. vy ant1-aircr&tt tiro wao oncountorecl, but no ono.'Jij' planeo 
intercepted. One or our torpedo divo bolllbero craehed into tho oea 
naar KIHlLI . J.ll other planoo rotumed, a.lthougb tour torpedo bolobero 
and tin din bolobero wore doaa&ocl. Perooon&l 1n !our o! tho llitcboll 

bcaboro ..,.. inJured b7 ant1-a1rcn.tt tiro. 

Later, at lOr:lO • ·"'• twenty IJwT and anon Navy L1boratoro, cOYer­
eel by oix1.eon Li<!htningo, aaoln attacked KIHlLI and ocored 1111J17 h1 to 
oa t he runW~~.T• HM'YJ eneiV &nti-&ircr&tt tire wae •ncounte:rtd, but 

no plan•• aro•• to intercept.. 

At )r55 p.z. 26 October, thirty c11vo boeboro ond olghtoon torpedo 

dive t>o.boro, eocorted b7 !ort,-two tl&htoro, attacked JU.RJ., !lOUGAili­

VILLl!: ISLAIID. Hlto were ocorecl on anti- ai rcratt £Ill' pooitiono, bu1l6-
inj;o and on tho I'UI1Wl,To Throe tiroo wore otartocl. Although haavy and 
light anti- aircr&tt tiro wao enocuntorecl, oll our planu roturnod. 

One alr-bome Zero waa oboervecl, bJt t.hio plane did not att.-pt to 

attack, Tl>o &ilrotrip "" l • rt in on unaomc .. blo eooditioc. 
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co.m.:xP11.11 UNITED STATES FLEET 

~~ " .. :;,--::::.::.~~ ::=::~:.'~~, .. 
s._ 9 a.a. 2! Octobflo 194). 

Q" SOU!II PACIPIC (Ccn~1 cl.) 

At 9t4J a,11, 26 October, a recOMAiounce plane, oporat1"6 !raa 
OUI.D.UCANAL, attacked three 11:1&11 tnC¥ earao vuoelo northlfut or 
BUKA ISLAND. Two or the ohipo wero lett on tiro an4 tho th1rd 'AO 

-·heel. Ono ..,...,. plono dropped aploo1voa 1n tho p&th or our plono, 
e&ued oliabt cl-eo to tho plane lLOd iD,jurod tbo eo-pilot. 

In lAndinc oporatiooo on '!f!IASURI ISUJIO clurlng tho l\14ht or 
26 ancl 'r/ October, LST J99 received !our h1to rraa mortar tire, which 

k1lled two Mn an4 wounded •i&h~oon. Two hi to were ocorocl on LST 485, 
and t.welv• awa were wounded. the m~~~~~r tire wu auba«lu.nt.lJ' aUanct<S. 

Thoro aro 1n41cat1MO tb&t tho Jopanuo be&&n .... ouat1"6 C!IOLS31JL 

ISLA.'lD on 20 October, Thoro aro, t-over, Ul\7 Jopo 1n tho CIIOISI!IIL 

8Al' Aroo. 

AI a result or reputed a 1r ttrikes, the air strip• at K1hil1 

.nd Ballale were unaerv1cabl e on the 27th, a lthOU&h repa1rt •ere 

a laoet co•pleted at !allale. 

1 Gunboat and 4 PT' • are 1"10,. oper a tins troe Blanche Parbor, 

treaaury leland, co•erio& the northern approach•• to the 1aland. 

A &mall party hat been la.n de4 on rhoheul at Zinoa, 10 llilet 

lOUth Of Choiatul Bay OC tht Wttt al~e of the bland, tor U\e purpoae 

or ••tablJaht~ • r adar etation . 

J r -'~ 
(:,1''"' 

-m-

' 

Regraded Unclassified



( APD1o ) 
ISL.IJID) 
ISI.UID, 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIIA.IJQVAifTe:ltS OP THl CO,MNAI'iD&l IH CIIIIP 

KA\'Y DIPARTML'lT, WA$111NQTO.-.. 1), C:.. 

4 p ,,., ~ October 194.). 

300111 P.t.CIF!C (Con~ I 4. l 

Pro.lia1nar)' "POrh indicate o:1JII~ d .. troror tranaporh 
IUI4 t• I.ST1o landed &llled troopo on 1'!1&AS11R! ISL\ND (11010 
oouth or SHa\1LAim ARZA, BaJGAI!IV1l.LII ISIJJiD, &ncl STB!U.INO 
ooutll or 1'RKASURr ISIJJiD, at oovon ... , ~ October. 

A barraao wao l aic! on FAI.\IIAI, and lan41.n&o wore ude on 
tile b .. ch woot o! rALAIIAI POINTS, oouth oo60t o! TRIWlURY ISLAND, on 
tho northern coaot near SOANTAJ..U tnd on three placeo on the northom 
onut or St'!RLINO ISIJJiD. Pllrther dotoilo are n~ at present avail­
&bl•. 

An SJZercopted •••aaa• rroa t ho u.s.s. Dootrorer CO!IY, 
oupportin& 'I'RS.lSURf W1d S1IIRLilG I.SUliD londi,. oporat1CIIll, indic&too 
thot tho Toaoo.l no ot""'k 1>,- on_,. -· on tho port and ot&rboorcl 
oide or tho t.ttor doclc houao. 

PorooMo.l caoualtieo and aatorieJ. da:ua&• were auatained 
but tho ship wao appar.,tlT able to wake at lout two.ln knota. 

It 1o reported that the United Statoo ou\aarines BARB, 
ORIJBAOI(, one! 9lAD celebrated Na"r)' D07 by executing a coordinated 
attack aaainat tllreo lar&• onaey- tranaporta 1.n the BAST CHINA SEA. 

It 1o boli..,.ed that all throe on_,. a.ltipa were aunk but 
exact ro.W.to will not be lmotm until coaploto "POrt• are received. 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 
IIUDOVAJtl'UI W TMI C0NMA."(J)D IS Ouu 

HAVY DI'PAI'nei..\IT, WASIU~GTOrf. D. C. 

9 a.a. rT October 194). 

SOU pi P ACIPIC 

Intorcopt od aoeoqoo inclicato t hat lonclins and ocC\ll)&tl.on oporationo 
on 'I'RBASURI ISUND (IlOilO ISLAIID) , oouth ot tho SHOR1I..IND ARIA, aro pro­
cooclina accorclins tc plan • 

.,__u,. OOM «<OOV' oppoo1t10D h&o been tl'lcount orod, th o -ent ot 
which 1o not at prooent lmmfn, l'llrthor clotailo aro not anllablo, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

26 Octob.r 194). 

30111!! PJ.CIPIC (Cont. 1d. ) 

Dllring 2) October, dx Vonturu otrated KAJUSA, CHOISIUL ISLAIID, 

tbo pi .. at tho _,t.h ot 11UI..\1181JLI RIVER, Ka\'MIBST CHOISIUL ISLAIID, 

-. oloo attacked. 

At 91~ a ... 24 October, ninotMD Liberatore, NCOrted b7 tc 
Coroairo and lOIII' Lil)lt.oil>&o, attacked KIIIILI, BQX;AI!fVIU& XSU.>ro. 
A IUIIIbft' ot hi to wore aeared on th& 1'1lllWo.T o.ncl ito Yioin1t7, 

!.&tor that 801'111nc, fort,...o..-.n din -or• and twmtr-two 
torpedo din -oro, eot'lred 1>7 t wct7"'&1&ht !S.htoro a&&in att&cJto-
ed IIIIILI. 11,_...,.. hito ...,., oeorod 011 tbo ~ o.ncl 011 anti-&ir<:r&fi 

cun pooitiona, Booobo toll ~ tho pounded C""V' planu at tho 
1011th ond ot tho ~· A l&r&• tiro no ,,., in th& Y1o1nit7 of 
IWIOU HILL and another «>lith ot tho otrip , All ot our bollboro 
retUJ").a_. 

Later an tho - ~. at U:2~, th1rt7"'.U ll.itehollo, 
11corted 1>7 four Warba'*• o.ncl twmtr-t<>~~r littJbP~to, attacked 
KIIIILI a&&in. 11......,,.. firM o.ncl erataro froa prm011a attaeko 

wero 'fieiblo on tho II"UmiiiT• En""V' anti-&ircr&tt oeared h1to on 
at lout throe of our planoo. 

At 6100 p . .. 24 Oct.obor, throo Vonturoo, booobod l'.lLAIIAI VIIJ.A(lB 

011 th& oo\ltll eout ot TP.IUSU!!I L'JUJiD, No Jopanooo woro ,.., oo tbo 

1011thnot eout ot tho iolo.ncl. 

At lOtlO a.a. 2~ October, th1rt7-<m1 diYO boloboro and oi&htoon 
t.orpodo din -oro, eonred by tw&lve Xittyh&wka and twonty-eS.ht 
Coreaira, attacked IIALlJ.LE I~D, ~OR'ILAJID AREA. !'.ita wero scored 

em tho~. anti-&ircr&fi poaitiOIIS o.ncl a SJ'OIII'ded .,_ -· 
Ooo on- pollllded fi&htor pl&M -. atrated and blln>acl. SeYorol 
firu ....,.. Yidblo in tho NYotact aroa. 11 ... ro11a .. _ caS\I&ltioo 

wore 1110 on tho gro\llld, n.o partially repaired otrip woo reported 
u a&&in bo1n& ~WtarYieoablo. All ot our pl anoo returned, oltllou&h 
cmo din booobor woo -.ed 1>7 anti-&ir<:r&fi tiro and anoth&r 1>7 
Mllldln& with a baU>. dropped by orw ot 011r planes. 

At 2100 a ... 26 Octob.r, & diroet bit wao acored em ooo of two 

on- c!Mtroyoro 1>7 a roeoan&ioaanco plano about tift- .Uoo oaot 
of '!"'a' IW!IICII, llOOOAINVlLLI ISLAND. 

In all tho torocaine attocko, no - plonoo woro oncountorod. 
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COMIXCH FlU: UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEAD()UARTF.JIS QF THI! CoMMANUEJl IS CHlll;P 

NAVY OEPARTWDIT, WASIUNGTO;'o', Do C.. 

4 p, .. 25 Octobor 1943, 

SOUTH PJ.Cli'IC (Cogt'd,) 

The oubMrino IDIEFISH roturnod fro• p&trol in tho Control SOU'lll 
CHIJA Sl!o\ and reported tho followi.Jl4 wcco01oot 

25 Sopt- - a 91205 t<lll tonkor woet of DANGEROUS 
OltlUNI), SOUTH CHIJA Sl!o\, 

6 Octobor, eaat of CAP& PADJJWI, FRENCH IN~CHIJ.A, 
a ani< a 9, 908 ton troop tranoport, a 4,003 ton car co Yeaaol 
arul a 3,944 ton frai&hter, In addit.ioa, clame&od a 5,864 
ton frai&htor, 

10 Octobor, ott CAFE VERSLJ.A, Flli!NCH INDO-CHIJA, -
a 9,192 ton tr&Nport and another traneport of 3,900 tons. 

14 October oank a t..,..ton achoCMr by gunfire. 

Totol. CIIII\Y tonn&&od doatroyod- 1.0,162. llatoa&od - 5,864. - -:::::. 
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COWINCH llLI 

\ ) 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
tiiADQUAitTIUtS OJ' n11 Co~OM~DIJl IK CUll' 

l'iA'o'Y DII'A.RTWIHT, WAI.Itll'iOTOH, D. C. 

4 p,a. 25 Oetober 1943 

SOUnl PACIFIC (CC!It'cle) 

At 9•15 a.a, 23 October, t ... tT•tour 41•• ~· and fi&btoon 
t-clo dho bcllbero, oocortod by oixtT tichtoro, b..- VJIA airtitld, 
llOOCAli!VILLI ISLAIID. A n- ot ldto wvo ocorod on tbt """'""' and on 
anti-airc...tt aun pooltiona, 5o fftfiiiJ' pl.enoo wero oom on tbt titld or 
in rrretamte. 

1hlo •r• no asain attacked at 4t00 p. a. bT twe>tT-tour 41n 
boalbera and oie)\taon torpedo din bo_,.ro, conrad by tbirtr-tin 
ti&btere. Hito woro ocorod on ant i•airoratt aun pooitiono and .,.. 
~tion d""" a:xp10dtcle Hito woro oboonod in tho c .... tor ot tho 
~ and in tho d.iaperoal aru, Ono ot our d.in -..,., wu dootrQT­
od b.T .. _, anti-aircratt tiro, wldcb wu baa'r)' at !WiGU, '!aiOIJU 

IIARilCl!l, and tho aut - ot t!>o VJIA atr1p, 

~ tho o&rlT a>mizl£ ot 23 Oetobor, tlonD Hellcato ot.rotod 
tlnon - bor&oo botwoon llll!llll PODIT and CIIOISIIIJL B.U, CIIOISIIIJL 
l.SI.AND. Your ot tho bar&•• woro lett OIIGidnc boa YilT. 

At 9•48 a.m. 23 Oetobor, tln., IJ.boratoro, aocortod 'bT oixtaon 
Lishtnin&•, attaokod KIIULI, B<XXlAINVIU.Z lSUND. Bomba waro droppocl 
on tho north••t portion ot tho ~· 

Lator that cii.T, at llr)2 a.a., oix Liberatore, with oight Htllcato 
and o1ght Coraairo, &&&in attacked KlHILI. Tho ~ waa urltocl with 
cratero,Al'ld tho ~ aroa appeared bw-ntcle 

llo O"WW tichter ~itiOD woo onoo\llltorod ~ tho cii.T· 

At llt20 p.a. 23 Oetobor, a rocomaiooonco plano bolli>od and pouibl,r 
~ad an on_, bora• aicltt .Uoo nort.haut ot 1'Ea' IIARilCl!l, BOOOAlliVIU.E 
!SUN D. 

A roocnnaioaanco plano attacked t"" oldpo and a n..-ber ot bo.r&•• 
at l 0t55 p.a. 24 Oetobor about tort)'·!in lliloo to tho north ot CAP! 
I!J!IIPAII, BUKA I8LAND. R.oW.ta ot thio attack woro not nportocle 
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co-a.fU UNITED STATE S FLEET 

' 

un .. ~w· 

4 p ... 24 Octo~ 194,. 

SC!Jnl PACIFIC ACTICif (Copt 1 d. ) 

A Jopane .. t rocp-ladon tronoport waa attacked liT a reoOM&i aaanoa 
plane thre .. bundred and tnnt7 .UN northeaat o! KAVII!IIG, IIIII 
IRII:UiiD. RNIIlte or th1.a attack ware not reported. 

At 11:35 23 Octo~, another reoonnai•"""• plane~ and 
atra!ed a -u - carco 'JO&aal or tondar unloadin& in a 1&45000 
on tho eouthwut a~ o! KAPIIIGo\IWWlOI ISIAIID (abon thr ... bundred 
and a-t7 llil.M aortb nortl\aut oC !WlAIIL) . '!be 'JOUal waa lah. 
ae>H.,. . 1\oo o! tbe plana or• were -.nd.ed liT anti~rah. !ire, 

1b.e aum.rina PSTO returned ~ bar tbir4 war patrol and 
roported tbe !ollowiJI& reaW.ta1 

Oc l October, attacked a C<ll'l'f07 o! tbrM abipa, t br ... 
hundred and 4lillbt1"!i'JO .u .. eouthweet o! PIIIJJAT LSLAND, 
C.lROLDil! lSLAIIll6 &r0\11>, and aank one 6,SOO ton earso Yeooal 
and clauged another or 5,;!00 tooa, 
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' ' 
~ UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQUAitTUS M 'rnl COWMA.'fflll ll't CHJU 

. T to'AV"'' OBI'AilThiiNT, WA!iHII'I.GTO:f, D. c. 
\\" 

9_\V. " 4 p .... 24 October 194.) . 

SOUTH PM:IPIC ACTIOll (Cont•d. ) 

On 7 October an exploaion occurred aboard tho light cruisor 
CONCORD, while ott IIUKIJ:!IVA Im.ANO, LIAZUli:SM ISLANDS . 

Tho cauee or the e>:ploeion .... attributed to a letJ<in& ga..ollM 
tank, located in the &!tor part or the lhl.p. One o!tieer and twent:r­

throe enliatod men were loot. The atre~h and w•ter-ti&ht integrit7 
or the ahip wo.ro not il:!!)&irod. • 
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• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

Rl.u:lou ...... Of ftD CfMoc·--., oa. 
-..n CD.un'WD'I', W ..... CIT'C*I, 0. 0. 

4 p.a. 24 Oct.oNr 1943. 

§9UD! I'ACiliC ACTIO! (Coll\ 1!1.) 

At 9r:l0 a,a. 22 October, t., IJ.Mr&t.aro, c- b:r twctr­t- lt.llcata, att&cll:ecl IIHILI, BOUD.liiiVlL1& l4LUID, wiU. -
obea led f'ewl.t.•• &i.Ft.MD Z..0. UM\aOOMat\ll..lT toll Bed om" 

plaroM to UlASA' atOISJL ISLAJil), 

.t.t l0r4$ a.a. llino L1ber&toro, .. oortecl b:r tnl.Yo Cor&IJ.ro, 
atnck at PCII(I'(JIA, N<J!'lll CHOISUL ISL.t.ND, 'Ilia f!«ht.r .. oort 
ancacecl tnl.Yo Zoroa without r&&lllto. 

Lat.,. at llr42 a,a. 22 October, the Sout- Caat.rol Coaot 
at CHOISUL l4LUID wu ~ b:r ll1n& L1berataro, ucortecl b:r aS.cl>t 
H.ucata, a-lto ot th1a attack • .,.. liDOb&...,.ecl, tbo lt.llcata 
-eel about t., .... ti«bt ... p:L&A. and obot 4-. ..,,, One Hall­
cat u aiaoiJic1 Uloth.,. ,.. ci&M&ecl and .. heoquontq cruh-l&Ddo!l. 

At - 22 October, tnl.YO L1ber&toro, conrecl b:r oixt­
Warba111uo, atta'*ecl IIII!RIS LEAS in the Y1oWt7 ot lJJIILI, llClo:lA.Illo­
VII.CI ISLAND. Aft.,. U.o attack our f1&ht.,.o eacolllltwecl abolrt Dino 
Zoroa and cl-acecl ooo, One ll&rh&>llc wu 4-acecl and later craah­
londecl. 

liiilLI, 90UQAl!IVll.t& ISLUID, wu oubjoctecl to onothor attack 
b:r tortr-oi«bt ci1Ya _., and tnntr-tour torpedo dha -art, 
..cortecl b:r tixtr-ai«ht t1shhrt, at l2r$0 p.a. A ...-.,. ot bitt 
...... ,_reel .., tbe .,._,, Explc>CCNI1 flra and -· ..,.. ohe...,.ecl 
in tha auppl7,...- ot IWIGU KIU.. TlOo pooomdacl .... '-bert, 
a tower and .... ara1 .... aot1-d.ror&tt - pc>CU..,. ..,.. claatrGTecl, 
n.a d1YO -.... ttratecl two srolllldecl Zoroa and a b&Jo&• loacl ot 
JtpOD .. a, ll:1ll1ns two, .._., in tho ~.,. -rt, ttratecl a 
c......rtecl J*Oht ott LUJGU, BUill Area, and obot - a z.,..., 

At lr20 p.a. 22 October, a1sht Cort&irt , coYorecl b:r oixt.., 
Coraairt, ttratecl!WI.\ rm.o, BUill Area. Sixt.., arouodecl ., .. 
plan• ,..... dao\rGTecl out of tht th1rt7 ta& on tha ttrip, El.tyaD 

tir&a •ara obeWftd, ..,. ot whioll -. Yit1blo tor t ... t7 rd.l .. , 

'( Pbotoo takaD d\lr1Qs t.be att- of 22 October .-.cl the 

1 
lJliiLI &1rt1old ~~~~aer<rio•bla, 
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UNITID STATIS rLIIT 
JbADoo,.,.. or 1JII co.aru..a. • c.. 

un -~. w· ~101140. C. 

4p.a. 2' ~1943 

80011( PACifiC ACTICI (Cqnt'de) 

At 11•30 ..... 20 ~-. ,_..,_r....,. Coi"Mira 1D a-.,.,., 
UHD.I, 110~ UII.UID, _ ... ,_ -• z- Uld ....,, -

\-. <lila ot \be Cot'M1H -. -.cad.. Ia a4d1Ucm, two otiMir 

CoroaJ.ra ~ -,e ra- ... u.-.irer.rt ru .. 

Lat. \be\ clo,T, \wc~tov .....,. .. em a- o.,.r IWill.I, 

IIOUIJAiliYliZ& LSI.UID, ..-e -•...till 1D d ... elopiDc 8IfT ooat.acU, 

but oa \beiJ' ret ..... , .... -- u.r .. z- ""ar SIICII'!UIID l$.llll. 
!he - pl.., .. a<le cma 1Datteotbe attack but tvtbor aoticm cl1d 

DOt .W.elopo 

A\ StOO p.a. 20 October, ...... tee din boewa, -rtecl liT 
~ Col'M1H Uld ei4:11\ w.-., attaokecl UUSA, CIODIIll. ISUIID. 

A-'-' ot hi\a __.. acorecl Uld two uploa!GM1 acc_...tecl liT_., 
-e, nra OhaaTed.. the ac~ CoraaiJ'a atratecl the ....... 

A\ llt)S a.a. 21 October, tlr .. VClturaa ba.becl Uld etrated 
UUSA, CHOUIIIUL JliLAIII). Alt.boool)l DO JapOD .. e nra ae.,, 0\IZ' pl.aea 

-t•ed - ritle tire. 

Pour - aube were ai&bted ll'l'roxiMtelJ' thiJ't.., .Uea oortb­
-t ot WI QUID CIW!LOT'I'B, NBif Clllh'IIU, at 9t00 a.a. 22 Ootobor. 

l'rior to \bat ts.-, at 2•3S .....,, ..., tl&ahN troa a aurtaced -
Mr1De __.. roported abo& t~ Uld tUt7 .u .. aouU.eat 

.OllilA. llllr CU.J!XIIU. 

llllriQI \he ni&ht or 21-22 Ootobar, a ..... IID&ia .... oa plme, 

operatin& rz- OIIID'ICUUL, atratecl t-7"'four bar&•• ott PAP.UU., 

Cllot!JIIJL ISUIIt>. A\ .- 1120 a.a., tbia pl.oM boolbecl Uld atratecl 

a JAI*'•• oonatte or a -u ...,.... neeel ott tho DOrth - ot 
CIIOISiruL ISLAIID. After tbe attack, tho Y ... el wu _...,.ed to h& 

aattliDc liT the atem. 

At lt)) a .a. 22 October, -\bar roc ,.,....,ce plane attacked 

• r ....... abip --.o:r aboo& t~tba .Uea wwt ot IIUI.l UII.UID. A 

hi\ -. aocncl em a YNeel roportecl liT the pilot to be • oarrier. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
RIAOOU~ or 1Xl COWWAJrDD Dl Clair 

.... .,. .. Airl'WDT. ..... - ......... ,.. .... 

9 a ... 21 October 1943 

SOU'ni PACifiC ACTION ( Cont 1 sl•) 

Anotn .. reconnaioaanco pan. tr. GUADUC•tl.U - ..,at wao 
beliwecl to t>. a deotro7er tnirt;y .Ueo aoutb o! CAP! ST. Gl!CI!G!I, 

II1W IRSLAiill, at lOzO~ p, .. 19 Octot>.r, Another pouible dootrorer 

wao boat>.d tW011t7-two milu north aut o! CAPit OJI1(IU), N!JI BIUTAIN, 

at UzlO p, m, In tho laot attacl<, it waa believed that tho target 

waa .unk. 

1!11!! GiDilliA GRIJU!,1l Sl'IIJA TION ( Cor.t I d. ) 

Coeat watcher roporto on 19 Octot>.r ind.1oato that 011""17' e0111po 

t>.t'tfooo SANGIOAI and CHOISBUL BAY 1 oouth'lfoat coeot ot CHO:ts!M. ISLAND, 

bold a .1n!•• o! throe tbov..and Jlj>aneu. Tha Jopanaoo lln 1n 

d1oparaecl 1\uto, rooa tl\a bu.ob and loot gardena, and are appar«1tl7 

ol\ort o! ratione, Tboro aro 1nd1CU\t1ona o! an ilpendiz:1& _....,t bJ 
t ha 00""17'. 

Tbero aro no Japanou aouth ot SANGIGAI, OX<>Ipt at KAKASA, CHOISIIIJI. 

lSLAJI). 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEE T 

Hu.oouUTW or n11 cow.wn.. Df CMI:I7 

u n co.vnan. w• :tw.a.c. 

9 . ... 2l Octob..- 194) 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd, ) 

At 4•2S a,s. 19 October, tour V111tura a:edi101 bOIIbero attackod 

BAUAU ISI.A!t"'. four apl.oeic>rut and t1roo n oiblo tor tWIIltT ailoe 
waro oboerTod, Our plan"' returned witbout cloJI&&o, 

At 4t20 a, m, 19 October, tour Ventura ""'diUil bomboro boabod huh, 

and tlw revot...Cit araa en 1\ARA JI'Ita.D, BUIN ARI!A. One u ploeioo and a 

tiro ..... oboorvod. Ono or tho plano• tail~ to return, 

Latar thAt day, at llt)O a .~~o, t welve torpedo bomboro end twontr­

nino diva balbora, escorted by twolvo Coraoiro and eight Warh&~~lco, 

attLcked 1\ARA tiold "&Lin &Dd scored a nllmbor or hite on tho I'I1J1W0,1 

and on anti -aircralt C\JII pod tiooo, No e.,...,. plano• or on U--aircr&lt 
tira were enoc.'lu.ntered.. 

Ouri~ tho &ltemoon or the • ..,. day, two Corooira otro.ttd 1\ARA 

qain and oot on tire tin onom;r pllonu on t1w runway, H01.>y onti­

&irorelt tiro """ oncountortd !roa tho woat tip ol S!Ql'll.A!!D ISLAND. 

At llr20 a,a, 19 October, twent.r-!our Liberatore, covortd by 

tourtoon Li&htnl.ngo, bollbtd the 1'11J1W0,1 at KIHILI, 9Ulll ARI!A. fin 

tir .. wera otarttd and a hit woo •cortd on en nnti-aircralt gw1 position, 

About !iltoen-twenty Zoroo intercept oc1 o\U' bold> oro over TQIOL&I HARBCJI. 

In tho stouinc on&&&c ont, the bomboro obot down live Zoroo, 'lbo 
Lialltningo qqtd ton- tiltoon Zeroo and obot dom one, Two or tho 

Lightnings woro loot in thio action duo to a 1111c!-&1r colliaion. 

At 11:)) a , -. 19 October, throe Vanturtt mtdiua bolllboro bomboc! end 

otralod onoov ooncentraticno at KAIWIA, CHOISI!iJL ISUXD. RoOillts ot 
thia attack ••• unob•erv.c:t. 

The follOwing 100ming, at ?:SO a.m. , !our Ventura &edi\111 bombore, 

bombed Lnd otraltd KJJ(ASA, CHOIS8UI. ISLA!ID. Conoiclor4ble 11110ke and one 

cxplooion •• oboorvoc!. Tho oroa wao again bo"*>od by t,., Vont\U'a medi1.1.'1 

-... at 2r)O p .a.. Pilote reported that tho vill&&o ""' woll cloatror­
od by tho previouo :"&ide. 

At 7:30 a. s. 20 October, !our Vont11ra aedium t>o.b.ro bolol>ed tho 

iol&ndo in tho CHOISBUL BAr ARI!A, CHOISSUL ISL.IIID, Hito woro oeorod 

oo bullclin&• and -ply otoeko. ThrM borgeo woro &leo otralod, No 

&llt1--.irenlt tiro 1fU OOCOWtl>ored, All o! OUY' planoo rot11rr1od. 

At about )t05 p.m. 20 October, !o11r reoonnaiuanco pl.D.noo, opC'atin& 

trooa CUADIJ.CANAL, 4ttockod a conwy ot three or tour ohipe, north o! Wr 

CAl'K NlllR IRELAND. A hit wu ocorod on one o r the veoaolo. 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADOUA.n'Dl or 1'D COWWAiftiD 01 Cmr 
MA'n DU.urncDIT, WAIKUIOTO!t, D, C. 

I 

9 a.m. 20 Cctobor 194). 

SQ!11i PACinC ACTIQI (Cont 1!1,) 

At abc:o;tt tin o'clock 1n the &!temoon ot October 18, 12 Co:-o&iro 
traa lltJimA and 7 traa BIJWtOIA, 1n VIIUJ. UVIIUJ., Ollldo o. til!I>Ur owoop 
o'fOr ltli!ILI, SIICI!tL.IIID AREA. Th'U' qoaed tUtoen to twoot7 Zaroo and 
dootro,red ~t ot th• and tlla&ed t...,, Ooo ot our Coraairo t&lled to 
rotum. .lf>po.r«~tlT now entioJ.rcr&tt daton .. o ho.vo been inoto.llad at 
KJ.RA end to tho nortbout ot KIHILI bacau .. our oweop roceind intonoo 
tiro tram thooo opoto. 

AroWld 6t00 p.a. on Ootobor 18, Japenooo ooncontrat:!.ono at KJ.KASA, 
1n SOUTHP:RN CIIOISIUL, woro otrated ancl boal>ac1 b)' a night ot l8 DI.UIIt­
leao, 11 Rel.lcato ON! 14 L1glltn1ngo. lluch black omoko appeared troa 
tho 'rlll.a&• end t ont areu. 

Towarcl.l lli~t <11 October 18, ono ot our GUADALCA!UL patrol 
plan•• •do two att&clca on taur ..U ., ... ourtoca cr&tt abc:o;tt thirtr­
tour aUoa eouthwoat ot CAPS ST. QlllP.GB, 111!11 IR8l.A."''l. Ona ot tho cr&tt 
clioopp.ared attar tho tirat attack and tho r.UninS three aco.ttored 
otter tho plano1o aocond run. 

During tho nie:ht ot October 18-19, our 110tor torpedo boo.ta troa 
LAIIBU UMBU, VBLU LAVELLA, 1ook1n& for en""'1 b&raoa, oporet od in 
CIIOISBIJL BA!, CHOISJM. ISLAND. They clid net ll&ko aey contact but wor o 
bombed oi.x t ilaoo. 

On tho .,...una ot October 19, • GU.uw.cANAL patrol plano bolobod 
and otr&1'ed WA.SA, 1n SOU1lll!!!ll CHOIS!IJL. Tho r .. ulto " ""' not obael"led. 

'll>llarcla aidni&ht ot October 19, ono ot our GUADlJCANAL pat.."'Ol. plonoa 
roporto co.ploting en attack on an on-.y ol\1!> thirt7- t1n ailoo oouth 
ooutbtroot CAPS ST. GECI!Gil, ~-m II!EI..\MD, '!ho • .,.. plano, o.n bour lo.tor, 
aloo at tacked a ooccad. obip tort7 •.iloo oC>.lthoaet ot C.'J'E ST. Gl!ORGI!. 
No roaulto ho.vo boon reported ao 7ot. 
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UNIT ED STATES FLEET 

Ku.DouNIDM Of 1X1 '>"'HH·- • Clair 

u.n WPA~maWr. •·~· --•ow.• o.e 

9 a . m. 19 October 1943 

SQ!lnl PACIFJJ; J.CTII)j (Cont.' c!, ) 

At nino o'clock on th4o 110rrUn8 o! 17 October, t wont)"-ono of our 

Coroairo !root IIUNDA hlt tho IWIILI, IJlORTLAND AR&A, airfield, In tho 

proeou of c!oin& t.U., thoy ron into t.hirt.T to tort1 OMIV ti&htero 

ot Y&l'icuo tJPOO o ... r BAJ.UU ISIJ.Nt), SHOR1Ul.'D AREA. Seoro at tho 

end of tho contact mow.c! !OIU't.oon tnOIQ' tightero dootr'07ed and t10> 

d.&a&s:-'• Al1 ot our planee returned, though on.e waa !orced to mak.e 

a boll.7l&nding, but tno pUot waa W\injured, 

In tho tor._n o.r 18 October, tWWit)"-o4bt. Liboratoro, t.hirt;r­

two Daw>tlooo and twol•o AYqoro, e.,.,ered b7 a titt)"-llix pl..ono 

tighter oocort, h .. YilT bon-bod BALI..AIZ ISLAIID, IJlCRTLAND AR&A. 

Pict.uroo t&kon dllrl.ng th4o, attack inc!icato that tho ar .. wao woll 

bcDbocl and t.11at -.:v direct hi to woro -.do en tho NllW'T, the revot.­

....,t, and diopor.al ooetiCC'IO, A UO&t d.al o! bl&cl< -0 W&O aeon, 

anor&l. uplooiono were board and tho tiold lj)poarod pitted with 

lara• orators, Froot two to ti.rteon Zoroo intorecpt.ed, but did not 

~ppoor will.iDa to ongago our planoa and followed tbo fiiaht down 

to VEl.I..A LAVELU. llhilo i n tho S!!CRTLAND AREA, ono or our Li&htningo 

dootroyed a Zero and ooe Coroair took on onoo Zoroo and sot t"" of 

them o ... r l'AURO ISLAI/D. Anti-aireratt tire wounded two o! a erft of 

one Liberator. 

In tho a...'tOl'MOD or 18 October, ono ot our patrol pl&nao out 

of GUJ.DALCJJIAL attackoc! a our!acedonotll' auburlno about !0\U'-hundred 

"nd twont1 mlloo north nort.hwoat ot NAURU LSLAIIO. Boal>o wore dropped 

tran a low &l.tituclo, and it 1o reported that a direct hit or near 

moo wao rogiotoroc!; hoor8Yor, tbe d&lllf.&o is unclotormin..;!, Sul:Gerging 

under the attack, t.he sub:u.rine loat one ot ita MD. CJWorboa.rd. 

Around noon ot 18 October, another .,.._,. eut:marine wao attacked 

about ono-hun<lr.t and tort)"-two mlloe oouthwoat of NAURU, No r -rt 

hao boon roeaiv.t on tbe d ... ,. in!Uctod.. 

Around midnight 17 October, an un1dmt1ti.t plane ~pproaehed OJJ!U, 

KA!rt.liAN ISIJJo'DS. It wae tracked in tr<a tho eoutbweat about cno­

bundr.tllil.ao out b7 _.. ot radar . At l2t:l0 a. m., it w&o picked up 

and Ullainat.t b7 ooareh l~to at IWU!8RS PODIT. 'lbo plano thon aado 

a otoop d1 .... to a low &l.tituc!o, bMd.t oouth and was tr&ck.t out en a 

oout.hwootorl.1 cort e to r one-hundred 111l.eo b7 raclar, A nicl>t tighter 

t ri.t to clooo the pl&DO, but without ouceoea, I t 1e ot&tec! that tho 

plano, llhl.ch probabl.:r c111o troot an onOIQ' ouboarl.M, wae a twin tloat 

l ow or ~win&-' ~. and .. attoopting a roeoanaioaonce, lb. 

plano dropped Daitber - nor naroo, It io folt ito rec>C>r~D&Uaonco 

wae un.ucceeetul. _ 
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(loomoolftu UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOU.ur.- or t111 COtowi'DD or CJIDir 

~T u.n DDAI'TWDff. WAIICDIOTOII, o.a. 

)t.<:. ... _... 
• •9 ..,.'/! .Q .!! I I 9 a.a. 18 October 1943 

SOU1!1 PACIFIC ACTlO!I (Conti de ) 

At 12rOS p.a. 17 October, a ... oonnaiooanco plane att.&cked a 
C:CII\'YO'f ot one ...U. cargo ••••el. and OM traMpOrt, eaeorted t., & 

d-ro7 .. , oichtT ailN aut oarthout ot WSSJ.U ISLAIIIl. Ona hit 
wu ocored on tho transport, 11Mch wo lo.l't moking hoo'rilJ' and 
ootUiD« bT u,. bow, Althouah tho plano oocounterod boa.,. tnti­
&ircr&tt tiro, it returned without dou&•· 

At 2r50 p.a. 17 October, another roconn&iaeance plano lloebod 
and otr&ted throe OflOIIIJ' barg.. tithon ll1l.N south of Elll'RESS 
AUOUS'rA BAY, BOUOAIHVILLI!: I SLAND. Two ot the barges ware beached 
otter tho attack, 

At 1Drl5 p,m. 17 Octobar, a CATALINA attacked six """"~\' baraao 
thinT fli.lN woot ot BUU PASSNrS (betweeD IIUKA IS!.AI.ll and I!OOOAIII­
VII.I.B ISLAND) . Tha reliUlto of UWo attack woro not reported. 
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eo-c...... UNITED STATES FLEE T 
Ha.lDauAITDII or 1'1D ColGWf1)11 or emu 

MAn llDAITWD't, WASIUifOf'OitD.C. 

4 p. m. 17 October 1943 

NEW CEO~IA GROIJ<1J SITUATION (Cont 'd, ) 

!!.porto reoel. vod !rom a ooaat wat cher inclioato that the SAl!BI 
AREA, aouthwoot ooaat ot CHOISEIIL ISLAIID, 1o tree ot J ap&aeoo, 

Conaiderabl.e abandoned aquipmclt and a number of dead Japanuo 
were !oWld on LITUNI ISlAND and ZCCA, oout h CHOISEIIL ISLA.,1J , 

On l4 Oct ober, ei$ht Japaneoe landed at BOE BOE, CHOLSEUL 
ISLIJID, wore &llllluaho<! and ldllod by natino. 

llany Japaneao were roportod on tho aouthwoat coaot of CHOISEIIL 
ISLAND at SANGIGAI, between SANGIGAI and the VJ.GARA lUVl!R and botwoon 
VOZA and liOLI. I t io believed that tlloae Japaneoo are awdting tho 
wane ot the .111000 1n order to evacuate the.ae placee llbich are ac:ceaeible 
by """g e, 
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UNITED STAtES FLEET 

RLlDou.uraa OJ' TD ColowrDia Of OUir 
un DD.unawT. WASKOfO'fC*. o. c. 

4 p..... 17 October 1943 

SOU'Ill PACIFIC ACTic:tl (Cont.'<!.) 

At lOt~ p ... 15 Oct.<>ber, a reoonna.ioaonce plano bombed. two 
on ... lnm<lre<l toot. an-.y bargoo and. a .all cornt.t.e about tort.T-!ive 
adl.oa ooutb oout.hoaot ot CAPB ST. GI!OilGB, NEW Illi!:LAND. Roault.o ot 
t.bia attack wero not roport.e<l, 

During tho night. ot 15-16 Oct.<>ber, enOIIIf planoe attacked without 
attoet a n..W.r ot our 1110tor torpedo boate on tho northnet eoaet ot 
CEIOISI!UL ISIJJID. 

At 4ti,O a ... 16 Oct.<>bar, oix 111tcballe bollbe<l BALLAL8 ISLA!ID 
and otarted one tiro, 

At 9t37 a.m., 16 October, eight Anl\y Liberat.<lro, eocorted br 
!ittean 1J.8htn1nge and eight Coreairo, attacked KAllA I"'ELD, BUIN AREA. 
A large uploaion waa obaerred. 

In tbe early attornooo ot 16 Oct.<> bar, a Navy Corsair strafed two 
en-.y barges in Ta!OLEI HARBOR, BOUGA.INVILLE ISLAND. One ot tho barges 
carrying twentT-tive or thirt;r troope was ounk. Tbia plano then attack­
o<l and. oot on tiro a !i!tT-!oot junk. A largo tug wu &leo otrato<l but 
reaul.te were not obeerTecl.. 

'lbo oubllarino TUNA returned trom patrol and reported damaging a 
4,000 ton ll&ru with one t.<lrpedo hit two-hundred and. ten adloo north 
northeeot ot SING.I.Patll. 

'lbo following additional in!or~~~ation hao been receivo<l in connec­
tion with tho et...,..hipe JOHN COU:H and GEORG£ HIIIES, torpedoed ott 
KOLI POINT, GUADALCANAL, and reported in the mornin& 1JU111111LI7 ot 12 
Octobert 

Holde 2 and. J ot the etoaaohip COUCH wore sot on !iro and tho 
noeol wu eubeequontl;r beacho<l between KOLI POINT and 'l'I!NARU, 
GUADALCANIJ., llhllo attapta wore being ma4o t.<l .xtinguioh tho 
tiro&, tho ahip rolled ovor on her boom with the forward part 
un<ler water. Thi• veaael. ia con.aidered a total. loaa. 

'lbo otoauhip HlliiiS io beached in the ...,. area with hor engine 
rO<Il and. Holde 4 and S flooded. It i e intendo<l t.<> patch and r&­
tloat tbio vooeol. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Rr.t.DoD...- 01 .... CoM«·-- .. c.. 
Qft IIIPAirNIIIT. w.-crn::.., D. C. 

9 .... l6 Ootobc' l943. 

800'!!! PA9IfiC AC!I!JI (Cogt ' d, ) 

The aubarine Ban'DI retlll'tled t .... patrol ot tbe PIIILIPPIH! ISLl!IDS ODd tbe ... t cout ot P!IINCH IIII)().CIIDIA end reported tbe 
t ollowin& .....ut .. 

On 25 Aucuat, attacked a COm'OT in the Yicin1t)' ot 
PIILO cm::m DE I&R ODd aanlt tbe XCN:l IWIU (8,572 tonal, 
a 6,000 toe treuport aJid. a t.&'*•"• t.be IIIJ[IO IWlll, (9,l8l toce). 

0a l) Septebv, aanlt, b7 cun1'1re, a oeTent;r-tin toe Dioael bar&• in t.be SUUJ SA. 

Oa 2 Octo be', eank, b)' aw>til:'•, a t1tt7 ton echoon .. in tbe JW(J.SSAR sm.u T, 

Mal tC~~~M&• ot IDIIV •hiwin& cleotro7ecl - 23, 878. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hu.Dov urDI or nm CoJoOWIX)D 01 Clair 

IU.VT KeAanCDIT. WAJKDfQl'Oef. D. C. 

9 a . m. 16 Ootobor 1943 

s:>l1lll PACIP'IC ACTION (Cont.1 d. ) 

At l2r05 P••· 15 October, twmt;r-one AIWIIf IJ.beratora, eacorted 
b;r aixteen Nav Carnira, end twelve Al"'llr J.i&htnin&e, at.t.adced 
IIIIILI, ll>lllAlNVIILB ISLAIID. Large ccploedone and tiroa, rlaible 
tro• VI!:LLA LAVl!LLA and CIIOISEUL Il!UND, _.. etarted in the pereonnel 
and epppl;r ar .... 

Four ot the eecorting Cora&ira ongaged t.en or titteen Zeroe 
between KliiiLI and BA1LALB ISLAIID. SU: ot the Zeros were abot dawn. 
All or our plan .. returmd. 

At 10tl2 p.-. 15 October, tin llitobello attecked til~ pOaitioou 
on BUICA lBLAIID. A ntaber or !11'111 rlaible tor !CJrt7 mil11, wore 
atarted. 

At llr25 p.-. 15 October, a reooanahaance pl&ne, operat ing 
tl'CII GUADALCANAL, attacked two ...,~ ebipe out or a CCIIY07 ot eleven 
about. !ort;r ..Uea 11011tb1Ut ot CAPB ST. Cli!ORGB, Nlll IRIILAND. R.aulte 
ot tbia attack nre not roported. 

111!11 GEORGIA GROOND Sl'!W. TION ( Cont t d. ) 

'lhe !allowing intomation wao obtained tro. the Japan ... pilot 
captured b;r motor torpedo boata on 14 Octobert 

'!he priaoner o! war otated that about. tan tbouaand II . I 
Jap&noee occupied IOLCIIIWIGARA ISLAIID betore tbe;r evacuated of>. ~ 
with inetruct.iona to proceed along tile wilt ooeat tor evacu-
ation to tbe BUIN ARIA, BCVGAINVIIUI ISLAIID. 'lhe remainder, 
be believed, were eneu&ted b;r deot,.,.ere. 

'lh• priaonar turtblr stated that VI!LLA LAVI!LLA ISLA!Il 
wu evacuated c1ur1ns the night 6-7 October. 'lhrM deotr<>Ter& 
atood ott lhore 11hlle oul.1 cratt. ferried tile trcq>o. He 
further intol'lled tllat ..,.,. troopa in tile 910R'ILAHD ARIA 
were told b;r a Japaneoe otticer that the s:>LOIOIS ARBA, w11t 
or a line 156-201, ....U not be abandoned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ht4DOV...,.... Of 1'111 COiowloD Of Oar 

9 a.a. lS October 194) 

SQ!J'7!! PACII'IC .\CnOII {Coat I cia ) 

o.an.ac the n1&bt ot 11-12 October, low ~ _., panM 
haru .. cl 0111' poeit.iona along t.lla oartbweat cout ot YILLl LAYILLl. 
AltllooQch llaiV' baalle .. ,.. c!l'opped, no cawaltiM or daaa&M wva 
...at&iJiecl. 

Our 110tor torpeclt:> boate, operatinc ott tboo ooutbnat coaat 
ot VIILLA LAYILLl, ....-. t.o.be<l b7 a Japan .. • plan• ~ tba .U.ht 
ot 1)-14 October. No cawaltiM nre auatainecl, but one ot the 
boata wu aliahtl7 cl~ecl b7 two naar 111••••• 

.1.t )1)0 a.a. 14 October, IIOtor torpado boata thot dom a 
Jap&rlua plana tc .Uaa weat ot 1111, MCiltltiiEST CIIOLSiiDL IS.AIID. 
tiM JapanM& pUot, a I&Yal pett7 otticer, wu captureda 

.l.t l14S p.-. 14 October, tao ll&'f7 Coraaira &hot dom ona ..,.., 
M<li\8 baaller and d~ed anotll.r OYer ll<lr'thweat VBLLA LAV!l.LA. 

llurif1C the ni&ht o! :U. October, an &11&11111' plana fiw OYer 
ESPIRITU SAIITO, dropped ooe nara, but no baalle. 

tba ew.&rine BILUlS!l returned tr0111 patrol and reported •• 
tollont - ~ 

On 8 Sept- attacked a con.,.,. ai&htr-tin IIUM 
... t eoutllaeat ot CAPB P.&II!IWI, PlliNCH ~HDIA, and 
tlaaaced with oaa torpeclt:> hit tba CHIU IWW (S,86o tona ) . 

On 2S Sapt- tlaaaced 111tb o"" torpeclt:> hit a 
6,000 too cer&O naaal about ooe tu>clrttcl 1111•• ... t 
ot PULO CICDI Ill IIIII. 

Nllf a.RJIA GIIO!,!!!p SI TUA '17011 {Coat I d. ) 

11ur1nc tba period )-9 October, about ),000 - 4, 000 Jap&r~&aa 
han paaaed IWIBATAJU., SOU1lliiiST CIN'I!W. CltOISIUL LSUIID. 'lba 

- -- WTI and SAIOIOAI 1a cleu ot tboo .,..,. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HI ADQUAlttU 01' THI C:0MWA~D&It IH CHllltP 

~ NAV'Y DUARTMI)IT, WAIKJ.NC'T'ON.O, C, 

•1-c~Kff- 4 p.a. 14 Oct<:lber 1911.3 
~ 

., !IQUD! P.!CI7IC A£!ION (Q9!)t'sl.) 

AnalToia ot the d-• a~ b7 tba United 8tataa claati"'r-r 

SIUIIIDCII in the ~t -vteoe •nc-&-nt ot 6 October, indicate& 

that tbe 'OMael •• hit b7 two torpadl> .. ( COle "" eeoh - ) , tired 

b7 & torpedo boat. 

On lJ October, a reccxmal•an<>• plene, op_..tinc ti"'a GIJADAI.­

CAIIAL, attacked tovr en_, baraM and acored a bit on o,. ten .Uaa 

- ot BUll PJSSAOII, IKJ!1H BOIJGAIIIVIIU I SI.UID. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H&ADOUAJtTU.S 01 TM.I C:O.WWAHOC.a l)l CHIC.r 

KAVY DIPARTWINT, WAJKINOTOH. D. C. 

9 a,a. 13 Octobar 1943. 

SCU1!1 PACIFIC ACTI<Ii (Cogt.' s\, ) 

llur1n& til a ..-n1n& ot 10 Oct.<> b..-1 a oMrOb pl..,. o~r&tl..r1! troa 
OII.I.DALCAlW. attack«! ansi probo.bl;f du&&«< 111 .,..., N>aarino two bunclr«< 
ansi tbirt.7-tin .u .. laat Soutbeaat ot IIUiruO!IO ISUJID (l&t. J - SOli -
Long 1~61). 

At 9o.32 a , a ,, 11 Ootobor, tw.ntr-two A:t:rq Liboratoro, eigbtoen 
torp..to slivo baobaro and titt.oon dive baob..-o, aooortod t>:r oeventr-t.wo 
t1gbt.ara, attack«! KDIILI, OOUGAINVILLS ISUJID, '!be Liberatore ocorld 
bih in tho 111pp1J- and ~roonnol .,. ... , ata.rt«< tiroo end up1odod tu.1 
duolpa. 

Tbo di'N boolbara and torpedo din l>cab.ra attackld aun pcaitiOM 
oo lWiGU HilL and in JAXQIINA VII.Lt.Gl!, .Uancin& t.brM ot too;uo auno ansi 
in addition atartacl a nwobar ot tina, Tba brlcl&a conn~ Kl.'iCU and 
JAJ(CHIJIA ia bolirrod to ban - dootro7od. A nuoob .. ot buildl.oc• in 
JAXQIINA VILIAG! ,.... either -g«< or deotrqrosl. A direct bit -• 
acor«< on alar&• at tile -til ot tlla OODIO RIVm. 

About twent;y or twantr-t1n an..., pl.anao ware oncounterld. In 
tho anouing angaa...,ta tile Liberatore lhot down two Zoroa and tho 
ti&btoro accountld tor till ..,.., pl.anoo. Ona ot our t18btara woo <lama&«!. 

Duri.r1& tile ni&ht ot 11-12 October, two llitchalla attacked t110 
lara• on..., carao naoola in IIATCHili BAT, llorth llaXlAIIi'lllLE lSLAHD. 
Both Tlloala _,.. badl7 -.od aod balin«< to bava bom 1ott in a oink­
inc cmdition, l'1l>al raa\ll.ta ,..,.. not obaarvod sll.lo to antiaircraft tire. 

!p GIIDRGll Gf()UJI1> SlTUAT!QI 

!IOP.I. !SL.I.Nl) and 8SRS roi!IT on the South Coaat. Q!OISBUL !SL.I.N1) are 
nport.od clear ot Japan•••• , 

It 1a ootinlatod that about t.110 t.bouaand Japan••• aro ~ong tho 
cmtrll eouthnat coaot ot CHOISBUL ISLAND with ooncont.rationa at towna 
and barga ataci.r1! pointo. 

llo &Ill' pcait.iona olooc QIOISBUL BAT and PlG.I.I!IVI!lJ! STRAIT are 
-root ccapt tor poeaibla •c:JU.M guna on the ioland. a!OLSBIIL 8.1.! 11 

ool:f ... .c~ b7 bar&••· 
Tbaro 11 ....tel.,.• that atl'Oql Japan111 d.otonaaa olooc the •ortb­

- coaat ot OIZO lSUlCD ban boan rra""'t«<. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

900'nl PAClliO AC!ICII {Con\1clo) 

boat .... clauced. 

At 1•50 a,a, ll October, the o\-"ipo JOIII COUCH ancl GlaiGI: 
lllli!S, 11ilile unloadi91 ott KOLI PODIT, OUADAI.cAN.U., wao bU b)' 
aarilll to.,.dou launched b)' t.too Jaran-.. pl...,.,, The •t-hil> 
COUCH wt.1 .. t oo til' I aac1 the HDIIS, bit att, wao oettJ.in& u t lll'fto 
_b_. t.arpeclo Oll11ecl HIIIIZS TUI, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

Ha.\.DQUAitTIU Of' 1'KI COMNAHDU IN CHIP 

NAVY DIPAatNINT, WAIKlNG1l»>, D. C. 

9 .... 12 Oatobc- 194). 

SOJTII PACIPIC .1.91'1011 (Copt' c!, ) 

A~ lOtOO .,., 9 Oa~obc-, oiil>t Airacobru, oocort.c! l>T oc!.xto., 
CcrMiro, nr&toc! and. on 011 tire oni!QT inlt&lll~iono 011 POPOIWIG 
ISLIJill, SHOII'D.AIIll AREA. In addi~i011, thr" 20om 8W' poli~i011o ,..., 
oil.,coc!, lhlild1Q&o &Del t..to on IQI.GUSIAI ISL.\IIDJ SHORTL.UID ARIA, 
woro lloo otr&toc!, bu~ ruulto wro unoboiM'ocl, On ~heir return 
a~. tho Ccrllirl nratoc! and. OR on tiro two - bargeo ott 
IIJBilCUBO 1 SOtm!IIEST CDITJI.\L p!!OISEUL ISUND. 

During tho rroning ot 9 October, oix llitehollo, ooccrtoc! l>T 
!burt.., 'll&l'b&llke, -.ct and otratoc! on~ bar&• concentrationa 
011 tho SOII'liiiiiiSl' COAST ot CHOISIUL ISLAND. Ono bar&• wao roportoc! 
lllllk. 

At ll r25 a,a, 10 Oa~obor, tnn~;r-tour boa'f7 boootborl, li&htaon 
din bcaboro &Dd twlln torpedo ba.boro, •oortoc! l>T oennt:r-oevon 
tightora, boa~ da&goc! tho ICIHILI lirtiald and tho ourrounding 
area, II&QT tir .. ...,., otartoc! anc! a fuel ......., bJ..or up, Too ot cur 
h•"7 -.ro ,..., oll&ht.l.T da&goc! 1>7 anti-aircr&tt tiro, 

SbortJ.,r &ttor thU attack, ~ho Libontoro wore ong&&oc! 1!7 
t-:r-throo on~ tigh~ore . Ono Liberator wao &hot !loom OYer 
BaXlAIIIVIU.II: Sl'lt.UT and tiYo aen ot tbo cr- boiled cut, Tho on~ 
pl.aooo nr&toc! tbo paracbut .. , ADotbor Liberator, att.opting to 
protect tho b&ilo-t croor, wu bodl,y daMf:ocl I!)" tho Zoroo anc! 
craohoc! on alllONGA lSLAIID, 'lb.o pilot anc! co-pilot were killoc! and 
dx ot tho or.,. injuroc!, 

In thio .,,&&_t, tho Lib orator• c!utroroc! t m on..,. planoo, 
Li&htDin&o ohot doom tour, and. tho Coroairo c!ootro7ocl 0111, Another 
Jop&Duo tisl>tor plaDo wao oboiM'oc! to crub and. bum on an at~.optoc! 
talc.-ott troll 1W!A rmm, SHOII'IUIIll ARI!I.. One ot our torpoc!o bonboro, 
clue to OD&ino trouble, land.oc! in tbo water ott tho RUSSIIL ISUNDS, 

DllriDg tho &tt....-n ot 10 Oatobc-, el..,., Li&btm.ngo, coYori.ng 
a reoc111 plene, IDJ&&ocl ton Zoroo r1ortb- ot UIIILI, SIIC!!TLAIID .ARU, 
Silt Zoroo ...,.. ot>ot c!oorn, Ono ot our plan• oraohoc! in tho •tor ott 
IIUIIDA, IOIIf CII!OlOU. 

DllriD& tho -.rl,y ..,.,Uw ot 10 October, a maber ot our 1110tor 
torp..SO boato ...,., bolllboc! DCI"tb ot DOVI!LI OOVI, VJ!LLA LAV'l!LLA . Ono 
boat ... claa&oc!. 

- m -

Regraded Unclassified



• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIA00UAaTU5 QF 'f'Hl C0WMANDD IN O.l&r 

HAVY DCPAtTNIHT. WAIHJ,_GTC»>. D. C. 

4r00 p.a. ll October 194) 

NP Q!?RG!A OI!9YND SI'!\!ATION (Cogt td,, ) 

0. 9 October, a.....,. of our .all boat patraa o~oa't'i&ahcl 

XCII.aiiiAIIQAR.l aDcl laDclecl iD pr1Ao1pal OOTN witl><01t MiDI tired 01\o 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQUART!U OF THI CoMMAND!.._ IN CHII.P 

NAvY DIPAlTM'IHT, WASHINOTON, D. C. 

4r00 p. m. U October 194:3. 

l!)!l'l!! P.I.CIPJC A!;'I'ICII (Ccgt'c!, } 

Interro.,ation ot Japan.•• pettr otticaro, 8Ul"''i'I'Oro ot the 
dutrorer action on the ni&ht ot 6 October, indicat .. d.x or n1t1e 
JopanNe dutl"OJerS took part in the qocnmt.. The pri.,...ero inoiot­
ed that no llaht Cl'lli.oer •• pre .. nt &lid dioclaia knmrlecl&• ot an: 
other ohip OWik but the YIXKJII), App&r«>tlJ the .. ounharo wert fi'OG 
tbe YllClUlD. 'lber atated that tbair ahip tired oi.x torpedo••• a<>arin& 
bite on on• ot our noaelo, 

'!ba leadinc dNtrOJer IOOUIIl (1, SOO tona) wao IWll< by a torpe do, 
Otber «>"""" dNtrorero id«>titied were the flo& ohip ICAZ!OOifO (1, 500 
tona), AI(IOOII) (1, 500 tone ) , IWilltAZK (1, JlS tone), SI!IGURS (1, )68 ton.) , 
PUIIDCAZB (probablr l,SOO tone) and the ISCJUZI (1, SOO toM) . The l .. t 
ot thNe thr .. d..trorer• wu-e •..-vine ao tranoporto &lid ooooa carried 
bar&" tor the nacuation of VliLl-' U.VILLJ.. 

'!be air attack on liiiiLI, SHOR'I'LAND ARBA, ae~tioned in the morn­
ill& ..-.., ot 9 October, waa executed by t'""'tr-tour IO.tchello, inot•d 
ot Lib-tore ao prniou.olr reported, 

Ch 9 October, a G!.JADALCAHAL rooonnaioeanoe plane otrated •i&ht or 
IIIOI'e JopanNe near lruK11, SOU'l'IIIIII:ST CBNTRAL CROISI!UL, nnd aloe attacked 
a ..,tor boat ott ROB 1!0! ISL.IliD. 

About td.&btec Joplll Ne plan.. WC'e o ... r lllllillA durlnc the period 
bet- 7r48 p.a. llld 9•3:3 p.a. 8 October, 1'llo of theoe planeo 
clroppe<l ei.x 'bo.be .S.tbout ~· in the -.ioinitr ot the northwNt 
otrip, larlJ the lbUOifill& .,mine, t011r ......., plen .. dropped tin 
~. withCNt .-.a• on amAIIOO I8L.UI'D, llllNilo\ AI!Kl, &Dd oi.x 'bollbo 
witbout claaOC• on BAIRatO, IIIII ClliiR!IA. 

Ch 9 October, an llllkno"e nllllber of c-.r plan•, b411.iOYed to be 
aedillll 'bollbero, dropped a nuaber ot booabo without atrect in the water 
ott ooutheaot VKLIJ. U.'VELLl. 4 little later, tour bollbe otnaok the 
beacb near the north otrip, but cauaed no dau&• nor caeualti ... 

- Gla!OIJ. CltClJIII SiroA'I'ICJI (Gent 'd. } 

All &1119' r Niotanoe on 'fiiU.A u.vau bao bOCI el1a:inated, 'lb.... 
ware 11141catione tbat -. Japan-• eocaped rro. the 1aleod. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 

KI ADQUAATI:Q Of' TKI COMWAI'fDIA IN On~ 

NAVY DIPAaTMI NT. WAIHI~OTON, D1 C. 

9 a ... ll October l9j,3 

aCJU'IIf P.lCD'IC .I.CTiat (Cont'cl. ) 

'l!!o ta1.l.Gorin& -m•quo 1o quoted tor into.-tioar 

""""'l-Ull& P..,1tic Ocean .U.U c-J.q~~o •-U, tllo 
tollowinc into ... tion ia aftil.t.blo ooocomina oar cporat.iona .,..,_...t 
tiU ISUII'Dt 

'lbo 1nl.t1al bao'7 and protracted attaolt ada b7 co.rrior air­
cratt and ahJ.p boltbardMnt, ~ at clawn oa S October, .... t 
loaaitlld.o clah, •• tolloorect l ata tho aaao &tternooo b7 an attaolt 
b7 a ..... ..., ot Na..,. Liberator baboro loci b7 c-dar Jobn Taro 
~. U. S, 1&"71 &J><i oa tho a>rnin& ot 6 October b7 a tllrtttor 
C&ZTiG' attaok booob1.nc b7 tha tOI'Oo c-ed b7 Roar Adto1ral .l.l.hed 
kq lloat_,. 1 U. S. Na..,., In tho at-od attaolto our planoo 
drop peel t""-!N!Ndred and t..,t7 to.no ot -., 

All intonain ~t b7 t ho oiUpa -noel to inflict 
ooooidoroblo diu&• to .,..., inatall&t.icn. en WAKB, I'EALK and 1IIUI3 
ISUNDS. ln..., dot ........... ao neutraliaod in tho 1nl.tial boabar<l­

- that tho hao"7 ~o oncollllterect onl.7 wuk and ino!toctivo 
anti-airor&tt til'o and no ail' oppooiticn in tbail' low al titlld.o booll>­
ine attack in tho 4 to &ttomooa ot S October, 

Our torcaa dootro7ed thirt7 or 110ro on..., planoe in tbo air 
&lid tbirt,roono oa tha IJ'OW'd• lf&lv tiroo were otartod in tho plano 
41aperoal araoa, abopa, b&rr&Ch and otoroa• araaa throu&hout tho 
three ial&lldo, ,..... -u Tooaola, oao l oaded with &uolino, were 
doot!'OJ'ecl. 

Do.M.c• b7 ..,..., action to our obipo and our oh.l.pa 1 paroonnal 
waa nacUcibla, Wo loot ~ planaa in caobr.t ,• 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAI;'tEI$ OP THI COWMANDU IN CHliF 

NAVV OIPAitTM"lNT, WASHINGTON. D. C!. 

4 p , .. 10 October 1943 

SOUnl PACIFIC ACTICII (Cont'd.) 

tho toll0111n& deto.ilo bavo bee> rocel.Tod in connocticm with tho 
WAD ISIJIID reid 011 October 6th and 7th , 

!bo ialand waa woll 110ricod .,.,..., Thro .. bundrod and 
twont7 tono o! baobo ,....., dropped, Fort7 onorv p1anoo wore 
ohot down, and, in addition, thirt~• a;round.od p1Meo 
..,.. deet1'07ed, Soooe ot tba a;roundod pl...,.o -.r h&YO been 
du811••· 

None ot our ohipa aut!arod &n7 batt1o d.lu&•• Wo 
loot t .... t;r-on.., plo.noo, tow-t ... or thooo war• conoidol'­
od cporationol 1o"""• tho aircrott eanior, IIKLLEAU IIOOD, 
had "'""" ot bar amamont dam&&od dl.lo to a hl.lrnina: eraab on 
doeko 
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• .. 
UN IT ED STATES FLEET 

HJA.DQUAATtlS Or THI COWM.U.'DII (H' CKtiP 

NAVY DIPAJn.tiNT, WA!Jl1NGTON, D. ( , 

9 .... lO Oetobc- 1943 

soop! PACIFIC ACTIQI (COQt'd,} 

~ 8 Oetobc-1 otOt.ol' tozpedo boato interoopte<l t .... t1""1\in• Japaneoo 
att..,una to oY&C~~&te KCJLCIIIWIGARA ISLAND bJ c&Doe, 

At 7•30 a.-. 8 Oetobc-1 to1U' Libel'at.ore1 .. corte<! bJ &i&ht W&rh&lllco1 
NDk &II - barco at SASA POINT, SOU'nllll8'!' CI!IITIW. CHOISKUL IBLAND, 

~ 8 Oet.obel', two Lichtninc8 ohot doom a Jipane01 llldi~a boaber 
ninetJ-oix 1111eo &ODtbnot of CAPII HIJ!ImR, GUADALCAJW.. Oee Lichtaina 
.... ciiMcld. 

At 1•50 p,a. 8 Ootobc-1 0111 or our reconnai01anoe planN &~~~aced 
a .~_..... boaber o,.._bundl'e<l &D<l &icbtJ-tin 1111•• nortbeaot ot SANTA 
I3AIIKL ISLAIID. the .,...... plane wao forced ci>- to tho water and au~ •-\l.T oot on tire bJ otra!ina, Our plane ou.t&ine<l ,._ d...,.a, 

At &bout llidni&ht 9 Oot.obel' 1 a reoonnaio""""• plane rroa GUADAL­
CAJW. att.aclte<l an ..,.., Tlllel abooot ten 1111•• w11t ot 8UKA ISLA!ID. 
a..v.J.to or tbio attack were not reported. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADO\JAJlHU 0 , THI COWWA.~DII. fN CKIIP 

NAV'Y OV.UTWI.NT, 'N.uHll'iG'TOP-', D. t. 

9 .... 9 October 194) 

SO!!'!l! PACIYIC .I.C'I'IQI {Co¢' de) 

Darinc tho attemoooo ot 7 October, another Hoonn&iooanco plano 
ohot d.,.. "" WIOIIV' bcUor about. one hundred and oiOHnt7'"fiTO .Uoo 
ooutbnot ot NAURU l8lJHD. 

'l'bo OIUted statoo ... ~ IRJII, returned trca patl:'Ol. and ..... 
ported ao tollonr 

Cb tho ru.pt ot 27 .l.ugwot, oonk two 51000 ton co.rso noaob out. 
ot a t1T .. obip WIOIIV' oon'"'7 1n tho TicinUT o! liUSSAU UIU!ro. Cb 
8 s.pt.OIIber, oonk a 2,900 ton trei&ht ... ott li!IIAl, N1llf GUtliZA. 

N1llf GZCMIA GROOND SI'I'IIATIQI {CO!!t 1de) 

Coaot •tcbor patrolo rtported that tho BAl!BERt IIARBQ! AREA, 
SOU'lii!BST KOLai!IANCARA, b&o boWl cleared of tho • .._, It •• &loo 
reported thoro aro no Japanooo 1n tbo BOB Ba!:, ROilROY IStA!ro 
{VZLAIVIRU ISLAIID) , IWIIIIl«l 31l!AIT AREA, ooutb o! CHOISEUL ISLAIID, 

- 567 -

Regraded Unclassified



l 17056 

COWfNOt FLLI UNITED STAT ES F LEET 
HBADOUAJtTU 5 01' THP. CoMNANDF.R IK OntJt 

NAVY D!:PARTM:I!NT, WASHlSGTOS, D, C. 

9 a,.. 9 Ootobor 1943 

SOU1li PACIFIC AC'l'ICII (Cot!t'd,) 

A later report oft tbo cloot.zooTer act1010 6 Octobor otateo that 
our tbrM clootrorero qaced e4&b\ or nino _. clutroraro l..noteacl 
of tour ao pH't'ioaaq roportecl. t\>o of the Ol'l""'r ... ooalo mt1o:f haTe 
boon a :u,trt oruioar or a n• t7Pe of dNtroyer, '1'bo ·- obipo 
...,.. Neortina '""''T .ull craft aoe011panied by motor torpedo> boa to, 
whieh were not enaqed, 

!be Japan••• loaau, •• now reported, are tbr .. or tour dNtJ'OTtlr• 
wnk, one ot which aq han boon tho light cruioar predouol7 ~ioned, 
Ill aclclit1041 two or tbroo ot tho .,_ obipo were cloaa&ed by &W1 tiro, 

Ow: lo .. oo ..-in ao prmouo~ reported. Tho poreoonal eaaualtioa 
tor the CHEVALIER are one ot!ieor, titt,-two un deacl or mooing, and 
tnnt,-tiTo tlOn 'IIOund.ecl. No roport haa boon reeo1Ted regar<lil\8 tho 
cooualti oo !or tbo SILFRIDGB. No eaoualt ioo were IQ!ferod. bT tho 
0 1 1WiNON. OQr J!IOtor torpedo boat. b~ht in ooTOnt.r-oi&ht Japanaoa 
aurrl'YOra, 

Durina tho o.ttamoon ot 6 October, oi&ht N&V)' Coroairo ancl oipt 
Aincobrao otrated &l><1 oot on tiro an ""taO' barge near SASAIIOOA, 
SOO'll!liES'I' CE2i'l'RAL CHOLSEIIL I SLAJm. Pour other on-r barge•, proviouolJ' 
d.lu&ed, wero otratod. by thooo plana a in tho vicinit y ot 8ASA POINT. 

At 6t47 p.a. 6 Octobor, twenty-tour IJ.borat oro, ooeorted l>T 
fourteen Lig)ltningo, attacked KI!IILI, SH<l\TLAIID AR&A.. NU118rouo bito 
were ocored in t)lo vicinity ot tho ~, on aroW>ded • ._. plan eo 
and on anti-aire>ratt sun poo1t1ona. Al tl>ou&h cia&&• aao .. amt baa 
not boon dotmoinad, it ia balinacl to be boaV)', Ono Liberator io 
mio•ina• A Liberator and a Li&btaUna orub-landed in t ho wotor, '!'brae 
ot!lor Liberetoro were doll&&ed• '1'bo baaboro, while onrouto to tho 
target area, oight ed and wore tired 111>0" l>T t our onq' li&ht cruioera 
or clootroyera, aaot ot P'AORO BAY, fi!OR'IUND AREA. 

During the -rn1ns of 7 October, tour Li&htnin&o and tbroo 
Coraairo, out on a ooarch tor &ntiQ' obipping, north ot VELLA LJ.VELLA, 
qa&od. twalTO or fifteen Zeroo, One Zero •• o. .. ot down, 0..0 Li&btnina 
•• clalla&ad and cruh-landod on lllllmA, NEW GBa!O:U. 

At 12t25 p.a. 7 Octobor, a aoarcb plano, oporatina !r<a GU~ 
CANAL, attaol<od., with unreported. raeulto, t)lroo """"'r oargo TOoaalo, 
oacortod. bT tbreo ctoatrorera, thirt,-aOTon mil•• north or Nlll HANOVER 
Is.AHD, An undotmoined muobor ot ~ fi&htaro attacked our pl ana 
&l1d &bot out on• oogina, but tho plana n o able to oocapo and return 
to ita ba••• 

- 566-

Regraded Unclassified



, 

• 170,6 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIA,D®ARR U Or TMI COMMANDI A Ul ()ncr 

WAvY OUAITW.llfT, Wo\SHINOTOH, D. C. 

9 a.-. 8 Oct.ot..r 1943 

pm! PAClliC AOJ'Ial (Csr!t'c!.l 

n.. taUowiJI& and -. -l.te det.a.Ue baY& bMn reeeind 1a 
""""' ot.I.OD eiU. tb• r1lbt rczrta.c• oncac•oat rt Oct.oMr' 6• 

At lOt$$ p.-., t.be Utdt.ed stahe dNt.rc>Tere 0 'BAIOIOII1 
CIINALID, •d SU!UJXII, ""&aced a .,..,.., ... t are• ot toar 
d..t....,ere and one poedble Tubu-1 twa u.t~t oruieer 
titt- IIlla• nortt.r.et ot '9IZ.U LAYIU.A. 

Ae prerloulJ' reported, two Jop&~~Ma ebipe bl.• up, 
one rt thNa bel.irt'ed t.o t.. tile J.411t. oruieer, Torpe<loM 
NDk UIOtb. .. J'.,...eea dNt""TW and l\lll tire poeeiblJ' 
-.ec~ two_. •• 

A •-Del aroop ot to,.. en~ dNt""Ter• and a third 
cro... ot .,_...,. -u er&tt ...,... DOt. erpced u tiM::r 
retired b-oa tt.. ar• at b1&b epeed. 

lMr1q the aoticm, \be CHIIYALID recaived a t~ 
111t • 1e11 blw ott her bow, mel t.I\Hw Iter aoroee tile oouree 
ot .tbo OtiWINON, oa~ a ooll1&1on, the CHIVALIER broke 
1a two 111d NDk, 'IINJ.Ye ot the tOW'te&ll otticere and •J.&htr­
tin percct. ot tba - ......, tait111 aboard tile O'BAIOIOII, 

'lila SLJIRIOOJ! recel.Yed a t.orpedD 111t ~ell bl .. ott 
her bow, but. We YMeal wu able t.o retire UDder b• oom 
..-. 'Ill• torpedoed .... •ale &leo recel.Yed <~mac• hca 
-~ .... t1l"&o 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
KIADQU.UTIU OF THJ CONNAJrtD&I IN CKIIP 

HAvY D17.UTM1ln', W.UWJHOTOW. D, C. 

9 a ... II Oct- 1943 

pm! PACDIC ATIOI (Coat.•st. ) 

0.. tho .... 17 .,l"lliDI ot Oot.ober 6, a C.t.aliDa etrdecl !OAr eJIOIIIT 
bus .. 1A t.ha IIUDI-P.USI ara. Oo• bus• ~ be.,. - e.t .., n .... 

Dllr1Ac tbe .....W.C of Oct-.. 6, a Libvator atrdecl twe1.,. 
-n.,ec1 .,.., bel'&• a.ocl &tore ~· alee& t ho ooutbWMt ooaat 
of CIIOLSIUL IIILAIID to IIUIIII. Two ot tho ber&N ,..... oat 011 tir'a and 
otbna &1'0 belh"ecl to be"• buD da&&eclo 

At 2r55 p ... Oct- 6, a raomMiooanca pl.,• at tacked and 
d•ti'OTecl a Jq-•- n1Dat7 IIUN nol't.haut of CIIOISUL ISLAIID, 

A ro ·m»'"-• • pl&Da al&)ltecl a.ocl attacl<ecl, at. 10r45 p.a. 
Oct""- 6, a OOO'f'OT o t t w .. OIIIT O&I'&O YN&ala, aocortecl liT a doatror­
w a.ocl a dut.r'OT&I' .. oort -. ... al, abort .... e\7 aUeo aort.h- ot 
IIJSSAU I.SLUI), AD ..... ell.-.. bo ..... 1At.G'Ctptecl, but .. clr1Y .. ott. 
1be renJ.ta of t.hia oit.acl< &1'0 nM -. 

.t.t 10•50 p.a, Ootobw 6, a ,........,...,_. p1&M attacl<ecl t1n 
.,_,. bus• .11 tt... IIUu - ot NUllA IIUIIA, IWIT C!XT!!AL BOOO.I.DVIIL'I 
ISlAIID, RM\Ilto ot th1a att.acl< haYo Dot been l'tpOrled. 

At 2r00 a.a. Octobw 7, a raoonaaiaaaac• plaaa, cp•at.iaa trc. 
CUADALCJIUL, attaokecl tho CIOIIIT Y&&aala tllirlr-t,w IIU&o ooutheut ot 
mFRIISS AllCU8tA Ba, IIClOI:lAIJIVIl LSUJII), Tho reoo.lta ot tbia att.aol< 
ba ... DOt - "'I)Orled. 

&1-.ace ott-to CD tbo ...U oout.al t.l'llloporl (APC )51 -
bloDdred a.oc1 aixt1'"t1•• toaa ) , wbl.ab &J'OIID4ecl CD 22 Sept- ott 
mTIPAIU ISUID, .. CIII:RliA &J"Oap, ban- ob&N»Decl. C..,.idw­
abla ~aDd allot tbo peroona•1 haft- •-•eel. 

Tho .,.buriaa, BLUIIPISH, l'.tum1Jlc trc. pati'Ol, ~ecl aa 
tollonr 

S...- oaa tr-aneport, ex. !Hicbtw, ..,. IM11 tMptar, 
aDd ..,. Otori torpedo boat, tor a total ot 16,109 
toolo, aDd da&&ecl cao trei&)lt• of S ,1160 toao, Ia 
addit.ioe, a bMcbecl - t.aal<w wu aballecl a.ocl 
t1.tta. bito _.. -rec~. 
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UNITED STA TES FLEET 
HltADQUAJfT'EU 0 1' THI COMMA!'o'DD IN 0 11117 

NAvY Of.PAHTt..t iiMT, WASHISGTON, J), C. 

9 •••• 7 Ociob<o' l~J. 

IIIII' GtgWU 01!00!!!! !!I'Jl1U'IOI ( Coc!t'4) 

Our forcaa 011 Nortnwat VBLU LAVI!U.A continued tllc1r AdTanco 
and 411poeod of o11~ u c!Wie ""' ... t o '1111. th artWo17 tire. P:lttr­
o,. .Japano .. , pr-.ioul;r ... t ott 111 tho 'ricin1t7 of IWIQUAII.I., woro 
encuteel l!r •• <blr111& tM 11i&J>t of October ~ J , Our eui>Ol t.1oo 
uo•t to ol.x 40&4, 0111 aioo~. 

'1'111 followiqj; clotallo haTI boon roec1 Tid. 111 c01111oct1on with 
tM October 6th 111&bt lllrfaco on&ac-nt• 

Anti eipatiac &11 .,~ rn.Cll&ti.., forco 111 tho n c1D1t7 
ot llortb 'fiiiU IJ. 'fi!U.l, a Tuk Foree of ol.x Unit eel Stat oa 
claatro7or1 wu cliopatehod to 1ntorcopt &ftc! cleatl'O)' t llo .,.._,.. 

Our obipo woro trackocl b)' an.._,. &iroratt an<! at a bout lD,,, p.-., _ .. eel tbo ... .., foreo ·-·eel of ..,. croup 
of taar 4aatro7C"o, .,. of thooo lhipo beli~eel t o be a 
IUIWII elaoo ol'UioC" (2,890 toao) , one! a ooeon4 croup of 
f<IIV additional doatl'O)'Iro . J. tllird cro~q~ of .allot' __,. 
YNeel.e .•• not tn,p&.ci. 

Ao a raaul\ ot thio oncac•mt, two en..,y ollipo bl. .. 
up, inc.lw:linc tho IUIWII elaoo el'Uioer. Allotber ..,_, 
daatro,.er ..., -'* b)' tarpoclooo mel pooo1bl.7 t11D or throo 
otMro woro .s..acee~ b)' ""' t1ro. tbe r..U.Ser ot t M 
C..,Y WU diopC'Oeel and fieel tllo &r&&o 

Dot&il.o ot our doaac• are not ea.ploto, but 1t 1o kn0'011 
\bat tM daatl'O)'C", C~V.u.I!!R, twl bG' bow oc.plotol;r blown ott b7 tarpodooo, anct appo.rootl7 tM daatro,.er, o•BA.n'OII, 
collideel with tbo CIIIV.u.IIIII. 

'l'bo 0 1IWOICII 1o mrouto to 'l'I.ILAOI at a opoecl of thir\1111 
knote, and h&e on boar<1 twalTI otfioero &ftc! oi&bt.7-f1'f0 
per cant of tM cr .. ~ tllo Cl!EV.lLIIR, 
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UNITE D STATES FLEET 

HtADOUAXTERS OP THI COMMASI)J!:Iit I.S CHIEF 

NAVY D&PAJtTMBI'o'T, WAStuNG"r''X, D. C. 

9 . ... 7 Octobe>- 191,3 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Copt'd, ) 

DolriliC the ~ ot October J-4, our d..tro7oro, operatiD& in 
VELLl GULF, Milk &D abandoned oixt7-f1TO ton .. ..., cunbo&t !ittMil 
.u .. aouth of W'l'.I, Cl!OISBUL I SI.UID. 

0.. tbe a! hrnooa ot October 3, eight Ar.r llracobrao otrafed 
f<Nr or oix .,_, b&rgeo, pra'fiou.ol7 d&uged, but roemt.l7 e&IIOutl&ged, 
off tbe ooutlllr .. t coaot of CHOISBUL ISLAIID. 

Oc Octobe>- 1,, ! oar lla"7 Coreairo anti !our .lno;y Airaeobru 
otrated and dootrQTed aixteon en-.r b&rgeo bet""" IIBST CAPE and 
PORO ISLAIID, CROISBUL ISLAIID. Pour otber ll&"7 Coroairo &&Ilk two 
..,.. m-.r b&rgeo in thio aroa. 

At ltJO p .a. , October 1,, twontr-tbroo ~ Liberat oro, ooeort­
ed b7 oixtoen Ligbtningo and oix Core&iro, bombed KIIIILl, SHat'IUllll 
A.RBA. .An undotonainod n..mer ot grounded ..,.... planoa nre deotror­
ed. In addition, onerd. !1roo in tho 'fieinit7 o! t ho a1r otrip 
wore ot&rtod, Two o! our boaboro woro clu&ged b7 anti-aircraft f1ro, 

Thio bcabiD& attoolt wu intercepted b7 tnnt7 or t hirt7 ..,..., 
!ightoro, wb1cll f ollowed our b<lllbero to VELLA !.AVELLA. lbo .,_, 
planoa dropped !our aor1u bollbe w1 tnout daa&ge. 'l'ho Liberatore obot 
dollll tour Zeroo and our !1gbtera accounted for fin 110ro. 

Oc October 5, a roeonnaiooanco pl.,.o, operating troll GUADAI.C.UU., 
wao attacltod b)" oi.x ._ !igbtera onr CEN'!'IW. CHOISIUL ISI.Uro. O..o 
"''"IT plano _, oh.ot do"" in tl&aoa, and onotl>or probabl7 daa&ged, 

At lt36 p.a. , Octobe>- 5, a roeoml&l.aoanco plane at tacked and 
ohot d<>Wil a Japanooo Md1• bcahor about one hundred and f1!t7 lliloe 
nortboaot of SAJiTA ISAI!KL ISLAIID. After the lll"''T' plano craoh-landed 
in the water, 1t wao otrafed and latt •inldJic• 

IIIII G!ICI!Gll GROUIID SI'IUA'l'.I<JI 

At 9t25 p . .. Octobe>- '' a coaot watcher patrol found tbo vn.t.­
STAIIIIOl!K aroa, SOOTH ltOUJIIWIG.UIA UlLAND, 0011plotol7 nacuated b7 
the •tiiV'• 
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U NITED STAT ES FL EE T 

, f'D .....,JiUOQUA~TIU OP THI CoWWAJriD!Jt llf 001' 

,£.~~-~ NAVY DIIARTN&~T, WASH.t:NC'fON,D. C. 

t,C\> ... ~~ ! 9 a, .. 6 October 194) 
) ~ 

\~ .... S9lll!l PA9IllC AC'l'IOJI (espt '4, ) 

At. 4&lln 011 October 6, ...t lCIIIit.lldo date, a Tuk roroo, 
...,.na.a, t.ho airoratt. oan1 ... IOI!I1alll, I&IDIGTCII and r:ssu, 
tho -u aizorett O&ft'iero IIIDKPDiliiiiCB, BILWU WOOD and OCMPIIIS, 
tho hMV aruio .... IIDIJIIW'()US, Nlllr OI!LIWiS and SAil P'IW«JISCO, tho 
li&ht. oJ'U.lo ... o SAIITA n:, BilllllliGIWI, IIOBII& and IWlHVILLI, and 
t...,t.r-tov doot.ro7er1 att.ookod IIAD lSLAIID 117 air aod wrtaco ~ 
... t.. 

A proliaiJI&rT np ... t. iDdicat.• that. tho cpvat1011 1o procoodinc 
oatiotaotoril.7, At t.bo olooo ot t.bo til'ot. -....em. phaao, in tho 
Sout.b sr'OIIP, I>III&III'OUI firll ba4 boon ot.art.od OD t.ho boaob, Ao & 

landfall wu u.do on tho iolmd, l.ar&• pl- ot ooooko were ooe. 
ll1nar oaliber aun tao boa hoc ODCO•torod, but boo hoc oil....,od. 
llo aizorett Olli>Ooitioa boa - •t Gllopt two Zoroo, 'IIIlo lm!CIII'tw>at. ... 
l7 obot dom oao ot OllJ' oboonat.ioa pl..,.o. Ov North crOilP hoe 
oil...,od tho land botterioo in t.hoil' ooctor, U>d 1o &7ot. .. tioall7 
Ci'finc a W011Hiv.or to thoil' aroo, Ov ohipo han ...rt ... od DO 
O&lllaltioo, 

•••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oc tho att.erDOOD ot October 4, tOll!' Ail'aoobrao ot.ratod a lor&• 

bo.rlo at. RIIIWI ISUJID, ott tho DOrt.hwoot. coaot. ot CIIOISBIJL, 'lllo 
bariO proboblT apl.odod, .. mdcood 117 tho lor, .... - ot blaolc ........ 

Oc tho -• att.&rDOOD, two Coraairo ot.ratod a -t 011 a oaod 
bar De&J' TAIIARUO, DOrtb oct.ral ooaot ot CIIOI.9111JL, llhat oppearo 
to bo a poooiblo radio ot.ot.10D wu oi&htod Door tho bar. 

Oc October ,t.h, at. 61)0 in tho .,.cinl, tho bodl.7 daaa&od LST 448, 
'llllioh wu bo1DI - rr- 1'1LLA LA'VILLA, 117 t.bo llino .._ ... , 
MilO! DJ, n-orod aod o&Dk tovr all• woot. ot GIZO ISLAIID, JUit 
- ot IO!CI!BUJJABA, llo p.......,ol wero loot., 

GIP!!I!! SITUA'llOJI - IITIMAIIGAIIJ. 

AD ottio_. patrol, 'llhioh rot.Ul'llod rr- KITIM'IIGW oo October 
4, roporto t.bot tho Jopo ft'&OU&t.od VO'I'UIIA, WLO, md IIUIIDA, all oo 
tho eollt.hwot ooaot. ot that. 1ol&Dd ... Sept-... 2.6-rT, 'lllo road 
trao 'fiLA to NMRRT ind1oato4 heav toot tranl trca - to •oat. 
..., to Stpt.-.r 26. llu!,r Jop b~o aod r1n .. wero toiUid at.--. 
alq tho path-. 

-,61-
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COWINCJI ru.a UNITED STATES FLEET 
HRADQUAITPJ 0' T ill C0HW.urDU 1)1 CHittr 

XAYY DIU'AJtTM!HT, WAIKINGTOH, O. C. 

4 p .~ . 5 October 1q43 

SOtrrll PAC IFIC ACT I Oil {Cont ' d . ) 

Just a little later t~'t night , a~ound 111)0 p. m. , 
t~~ee eneny planes d~opped eleven bombs at the norttern 
end of the oA!l!J~O.:A airfield on VELLA LAVELLA . lio dllnace 
nor casualties resulted. 

&Jring the nizht ?f October 3 - 4 , a prel1ainar ; 
report states that five of our destroyers sar~ and burned 
two enelll)l barges !'1 ve milos northwest of ?'1'l':I POil:T, 
northern KOL011!JAl'GA:lA . 

\i~.OOFD SITU/.41\.:. - 'IELLB LAVELIJ, 

On tho n~rn1n~ of October 2nd , enemy divo b~mbors and 
fighters attacked the advanced brigade headquarters of the 
:~1 ZEAW:D forces in nor4 h,.estern V!:;l.LA LAV"t.Ltl.. !lo 
material d&J:~age occurred . The 35'th l'L I Z3A!.A.'Il combat te'UD 
1s still in contact with the one~Y in the l- a. ~ ;.~ . hoy 
t~ro eliminating knovm nachine gun positior.s in conjunction 
•,fi th artillery support . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTIItl OP TMI CON.NA.HD&l 1W OIIIP 

~~; NAVY DUAATNIDIT, W.w<I•O,..,.. , D. C. 

~''0 Wt~·t" 1i ~ ! 4 r ·''' · 5 October 1943 
vO Tt. PACIFIC;,,; I r (Cgnt ' n , ) 

On tte afternoon of October 1st, n Corsair strafed 
a11d burned two bar;;es ; ono at "./!. u POI: 'i' and the other 
at OI'GA .• v 1 wester n .. OLo; >A:oGIJV, :;:sL. 1>. 

On October 2nd , at 4 : 20 p .1'1. , a flight of Douclas 
and Dauntless dive bombers , which was follo11od around 
5 : 00 p . rn . by s ix L:itcholl medi•u• bombors , bombed nncl 
strafed on enemy barge hide-out at I:AJ,B!:RI COVl., westorn 
KOLO!D'!AJIOARA . '£he attaclts started three fires south of 
the cove , and , as evidenced by a large colunn of cray 
sn:o:<o another one at the scutheastorn end of 'I~'IHAPA 
ISr.tJ:D. Two of our Dauntless plano~ w~re slightly diU! aged 
b; anti- aircraft fire . 

At 8•o6 n .~. ~n the morninc of October 3r~ 1 s~ven 
Corsairs 1 while on .t.N.Y.C..J. patrol 1 engaged forty to 
fifty Zeros to~ch over r.r.J>v'Ru'UB;U.G~oli/. PO:i:l 7 1 eastern 
•rt.LLA Uo'IELLA . Six Zaros wore shot do·.m. One Cnrsa11· 
pilot \'lOS rescued after a water lnnding . 

tu·o1Uld 11•45 a .m. the sau.u day , four Corsairs strafed 
and destroyed one barge in REI C0Vh 1 norther n l"OtO:..IlhiiGt.riA 
and ann thor r.one at TOJ1BULU , northwilstern Y.OLOllBtJICJ\R/, , 

Later in the 
searching planes 
CE! AAL c;.OIS!:'JL. 

day at 4 : 00 J> . t1. 1 one of our 'i t.Dt.LCf.l •·L 
strafed several barges off s uth '8$t 

~~ring the nieht of October 2nd and 3rd1 a single Jap 
plane dropped eight bombs near the landing strip and BIBILO 
!liLt, t:IJi DA , l:E"./ GEORGI A. Around ten o ' clock thot nicht , 
t110 delayed action bombs 1 evidently dropped by this .rlono , 
exploded noar BIBILO :JILL without rJamaee or casualties . 

<iEGI POINT 1 l.I:".1 GEOlliUA 1 was roidod by t1·1o or th1•ee 
planes between seven and ei~ht p . ·n , on the night of October 
2nd. All or the bombs dropped in the water . 
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(t 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
HeAOQUAJlT&lS 0' THI COMWANDSI IN O n u 

NAVY DIPARTM.&N'T, WASH.lNGTON, D. C. 

I 

9 a.a. 4 OctobOI' 1943. 

!IQtml pecmc AC'llSI! (Coq\'d) 

llbort.lT att.or •1dn1sh\ .., Octobv 2, a Pili btabe4 a aecli~a 
wect oblp •d. fllur •t1111 bar&•• f1t\7 au .. aut ot CAPB s.u11r 
GIDR(II, Oil .. IIIJI.AIID. Oco direct bit wu -11.1 on a bar&•• A litUo 
later •otbv Pili blaotect ODI oa.;r dootro,.r &DC! two other ebipo in 
appro:r:laat~ tho - pooi\1011. It ia r~rtect that a prob&bl.o d.irlot 
bit. wu aa4o Oil a d.llt.roTV l>eoeuo thoro wu a lora• aplo.S.011 hlll'li, 

At. about. ~t4~, in tho att.OI'- ot October 2, anotb .. OUADAL­
CAIIJ.L PBr had a J'l1tlllin& f1sht with f1n Zeroo but. lltltainod. 110 d.-&•• 

Clio tho aarn1n& ot October 2, betw1111 7r)S a.a., and 8r2) a.a., 
t. ... t7-f1Yo •t1111 bc.bero &DC! Zoroo Wll'o 0'0_. C•t.ral •d. W01ter11 VJILLI. 
LI.VKU.t., AppareatlJ' tbio fl1sht wu out looldn& tor ohippin& booauoo 110 

~ wore d.rappo4, 

Dv1q tho a1cht. ot October 2-), a Bluo d.utro70r fllroo hold. 
a f1ald. 4aT 011 ..... t-7larao •d ~abl.o ..u ..,~ a.r, .. 
lortb ot lOIJMI'IJil.IR' lSLAID, It. ia bti1on4 that all ot tbo lara• 
b&r&M were ""'* &D4 a&IIJ' ot tbo aoall 01>11 WII'O d.iapooect ot, Tb1o 
- d.ootrqr_. toroo aloo hit a toraation ot about. .... ., - a= boato 
or t.m,.odl> ll:>at.o witb torpoclooo. It 11 beliOYe4 our torpodl>oo rm Wldor 
thO t-\1011, Wo in turn had torp-N tbi'OWI at. UO &DC! ODI d.of1niteQ­
._. ,.., to abo tbo atom ot tho 4utroTOr 'l'lliRr. Ooar tvaot• wvo 
-IIITU'in& rap14lJ at b1sh opoo4 oo our dlltJ'CIIroro -d. q> tho rqo 
to about. a,ooo JV4o ao4 thoa olooect in brin&ina t~ Wl401' aunf1ro, Ooo 
ot tho t.araot.o •• ""'* Ulll -.., bite were rociot.ero4 on tho ..thoro &I 
m.s-ect bJ tho app-• ot ..,.. ..oko. It ia probahlo that tho tar­
aot.• were ~ doetro,.ro boat rather torpedo or &1111 boat.o, Tuooard.l tho 
olooina ......,.. ot tho ......... t, thrM d.of1n1t.eQ- rooosn1.1e4 Jap d•trcroro 
appoare4 troa tho lorta.root. but. on '11.-iJI& tho oamaa• be1na intlio teet, 
th~~r hut.1l7 with4row. A trip throush tho betUa area &rOWI4 tour tbirt7 
in tho IIOI'Din&, ohooect a&IV' ..U peolilll or oil oliou -~ tho oDd 
ot - Jap Wlit.. 

Dllr1n& tho nisht ot 30th Sopt•bv- l Oot.ob.-, tbo aotor tor­
pede 'llo&t lo, 68, pUDd.ect Otl 'filleD POIIIT, IIUCII I'IIIIIIIS1LI., in Mortbaut 
- Ollllll&, lo porooDDal cu..-1 tioa .,.... llltf'orod.. '1'ho ob1p aa dllt.I'OJo4 
111r hlr or• to prrnat tallina into tho llatloU of tho Ctlll1• 

0.. October tho )r4 at. 6rl5 p.a., tho doot.ro,.r 111JD roportect tbot 
tho d.llt.roJV llllllm' wu torpo4De4 an4 nn1< 1n IIIIIC1I.&S BAI, on ara ot tho 
IIUCII OOLP in llarthaut .. OUIN&A, A oovoh io be1na ovriect out. tor tho 

ftlllarillo - tho allil>' 1 ouni'llll'l• 
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' 
UNITED STATE S FLEET 

H.IADQUAitTUS or T'HI COWW-AJr40& .. Ut CHill' 

toiAYY DIJtAaTNif"T. WAIHIN'GTOH, D, t. 

• 

9 a.a. 4 Ootoller 1 94J, 

1?91!1 PACillC ACTl(! (Cot$1 4 ) 

(A Oo~ 11 &t l.ltl.) p .a. 1 & Plf pl.&De r._ (lUlNTCAKA.L 

...- oaotact wit.b t.,.... _,.. obipe1 tbil'\7"'tiT& 1111• ••t ot BOIC.t, 
!OOilAIIfYIU.a LSLUII), oooriJ!i • bit or ...... lliao ... tJ.. ar,..t obip , 

At 813'7 a.a., Qnollw 1, twct,...tour IJ.llw&toro, w:l.tbo!& 
oo_.t, -eel tba •tor• &cl b1-......., lortb ot VILt. &1r .c..u. 
CCa tiro waa ot&rtecl at t.ba 1-..tom ODd ot tbo ..,._, 'lbo .._ 

...,. 1toel1' •• al.oo bit, !be fiilbt waa not ""bjoohd to etfl mti&ir­
orafi tire. 

U )rOO, 1D tba o.tt- ot Ootoller 1 , a tlJ&b.t ot 111tobal.l. 1 o, 

Da•tJ.•• &cl biiiJ&r ~. -~- "" ~. bl.o~ecl tbo 
UUSA, aiOUIIOL LSLUII), t.r,a ccmcoai.rat1cm, I. l&rs• tiro wa •-
..,d ..., aplooicm OC>ovrod 1n t.ba cle&riDJ Soutb ot tba TUJ.aco, 

<a tba.......,.,. ot Ootollw 1, at 6r45 a.a., a Coraair ~ 
ott tba IWUIQII. patrol "-• ot mJ!Da cl1tt1cW.t1ao, ~ratecl ucl 
bo&rDecl 011 .,_, t.r,a at <JI:aiO IIIVl!l!, ad another ou n ao.r lii.UOII Ra:IC, 
Sa~- IOWMB'DBA IIILUil, 

a.t.- 7t)9 p.a., ucl a qaartor to aino p,a, , CD Ootobar 1, 
tOO&r Jopa~~ooa pl&D&o dropped D11Mt0011 -bo 1D t.bo • t or 1D tba IUIDA 
...-, 1\oo ...-. t all Oil t.ba boacb, Jo cla&Jo wu ....ta1nacl tr<a t.bo 
at tock, 

DviDJ tba ~t ot Ootollw 1 &Del 2, OQl' ci• Uo7&ra patrol-

11DJ1a- GllllliU aanm, ..... 1Dto tin dl.tt- .,_, """"'•• -
pl'1w:l.llc tov to eiJ!lt bora• - b 1D t.ba .. .._.. Wwa• 'fiLl """' lULl. 
CIJJ.rs, Jortb ot l aO!II.lDIA I&AIID, '!Moo t.r, .. wn -.sod .., a 
lort.bwwt.er~ ooaraa, It 1o ,._rtad tbot tbiJ'V-tiT& ot tbaoa t.r, •• 
...... pickeclwp uw1 u a roooalt ot tba ...,..-, t ..... v....., Ollllk or 
boGT ~ad. llblla tba tilbt woo pinJ on, Jopuaoa moopor pl.o­
~ pilot l,1JIIt.o """ nor•. 'lho d..troJ&r IIADrtl! waa _. b)' 
tbroo D&&J" tdooM b)' a plOD& approaobinJ tJ'OOl bar ohm at about tiT& 
tb""'"" teet. A. a ranl.t w:l.aht- am wan -ad, two ot 'ltb1ob ora 
1a ooriou o0Dd1t1cm, 

1.1 \llaqll it 1o - clet1a1t~ raport.ecl u a part ot tldo 
..... --" it 1o ot.at ecl t.bot tiM dMt......, .. ll.tal det1Ait~ -* • 
,..,_ .... ~ "" a-fir•· 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI.A.DOUAan:U 011 TNI COfocA)rQ)U IH OniP 

H.AYY OUAaTMIHT, W.uHUJGTOtl. D. C. 

9 a,a. 4 Octobar 1943, 

aaJDI PAQiriO AQTIO!I (C'ept' 41 

- GI)JpiA QliJY!P Sl'J1fAnCI 

Oa Oct.obc- 1, t.ho .. ZIW.AIID 11'011.114 toroea ill lortllnet 
'fiU.A LUILLA, att.er obellillc •-. podUou 1.n t.ha Yio.illitJ ot IIDil 
IILAIID, a4Y-ect lo-...t ot TDIBALA liAr. It. 1o ootlaat.ecl t.hat about 
tift - ...U ...- .Jap-oo are ill t.ho 1'l.II8ALl JIU....MAIIQIU!Il) lilY 
area, 

'lba 1--3C:.u. 1 ~ t.- a war patrol ill the BTSMAK 

AIICIIIPI:I.AOO, ~· u t..U..r 

(1 ) C. arri'l'ill& at bar patrol area Sept•bo:r 14, oho aa 
detectect ud h e&YilJ dopt.h ollarlecl 'bf' an c_, cloetr<>Jer wldlo 
oMI<illl to preao n- a torpo attack. 

(2) In tba tor- ot Sopt•bo:r 18, obo &ot o,.. torpo 
bit. ill oDo ot t.110 eaoortecl obipo 'obich otoppecl tbo eld.p. In 
tbo atterDooD Dt tho - -, oho t1rect two at. tb1o -.eel 
oh1p but .-iaoect. Toorarcla ...,k obo t1Diohect ott tho 8,600 ton 
ctoaacect tranoport wit.h - torpoclo &Del aloo bit. tho ~ toD 
oooort oldp, wtUcb •• a..-azo ooe o.ca1D. !lv1n« tbo ~t ot 
lopt-r 21, ill an oooortecl 0011.0,, obo •• abl.o to aot t110 
&Dol pooo1bl.J tb,... bite iato a 6,500 teD trai&bt.or 'lhich lat.r 
1&111<, An att-t wu ...... to polioh Dtt t.bo r-••••c obt,lo 
o t tbo ""'""7 but o-or attack _,... .. 'bf' eaoort o.caiD eauoect 
...,_~·to tbo IJIJ»//, !loo a:teain -•• ...ttorect b7 
tba IJIJ»>I will r«p.1ro a tllll rot1t por1<K. 
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CoWINCK FILl 

' 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HI.AOQ(.IAtttltS OP TMI COWMAXDII IN CHJP' 

NAVY D&MitTWIHT, W~GTON, D, C. 

9 a... ' Ootober 1943. 

89!!t!! PA9ll1C AC!l<ll (Capt•d) 

At llo)O a.a., )0 Sept.ber, a nu 'NDoo plaao op-t.ac 
t..- CUADALC.UW. qac..t DiM %-. ill a ND11iJ1a t1ibt t1th«1 
1111 .. DOrtb ot lWJIIU lSLAJI)o ~ Z.0 WU ehet doonlo 

Dl>rillc t.bo ~ ot )0 Septabez-l October, OlD" dOet1'07.,.• 
att.act..t twal.Ye ..U - bar& .. , ot 'llbiob ther;r - aU, 
tldrl- .Uoo DOrtb ot TIKI POIIIT, IIUJIBAIIGAJIA ISL.IIIDo 

Regraded Unclassified



COWINCH FILl 

• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQUAJ:TU$ or Tfll COWWANDU, llf CHIIF 

f'iAVV DIPAITW"INT, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

'1 a.a. :3 Ootobv 194). 

900DI P.I.CIFIC M.:Tlr:ll (Cmt 14) 

Otl 28 Sept.bv .Jopauaa plaDN baoibecl IIUIIDI IIUIIDI, oout~ 
wut VltU LlVItU lSLAJII, aD4 dropped eontainoro ot too4 br 
puaobuta 1D tba JJ.VA araa, DOrtb OO&O't ot VILLA LAVItU. T., 
ot tba .. puaebuta ooutai.Dora _. r&OO't'orecl br D&tina. 

ce tba 1101'J11Da ot 2'1 Sept.~>v, ..tor torpado boato 
•oti"'7ad t.., .,..., bars• 1114 ba4lJ' cloacad t.., oth ... • ott tba 
aortbaut ooaot ot ICILCIII!AIIGAII ISLAIID. 

At 9tl5 ~. 2'1 llapt-, H\'111- .. ..,. eli ... -.... 
aD4 twl .. a torpe4e clift -'-• ~and otratecl tba .,..., 
'bare• 4-t a\ IAIABA, oeatn.l. -u.n.t a!OISSOL lSLliiD. T110 
tine ,... otazotecl &lid about • ...., bulld.l.tlca d .. tl"0704• 

Dllrill& tbo IIOI'JI1Da ot 2'1 llapt..bar 1 t ..... t,-e!sbt Liberatore, 
ra\llnlizls rr- a Harcb tor .._ abippiziS DOrtb ot IIOOGADITil.U 
ISLAIID, wra attacked br t1tt- z-. 111 tba rum1Dg 011&03-
oaa Libarotor ...., cloasad. All ot OlD' planaa roturoado 

At 5t)O p.a., 2'1 Sept-, twl.ft la"7 Coraaira atratad 
two bva•• ott IIOLI lSLliiD, uorttJ .. ot CHOISSOL ISL.OID. 

At llt24 p.a., 2'1 Sept-, our dHt1"070r& oparatins 1D 
VILLA GULl' 1Dtero'Ptecl &lid tlln\ecl book o,ix or n1Do .,..., bvgao 
wbiob.,.... ..route rr- a!OISIIIL ISUIID to FO!ct!BA'JQIR& ISLAND. 
Otla l&r£0 0114 pooli.blJ' ....... al ....U. bv&ao &r& balieYed 
to bo ... bMD dHti"'7ado llolrill& tbia action, .,..., pl.aMa har­

aaaecl oar -~· br 4ropp1ns nar... ce • ....., plaDe .... 
eat clowDo 

Dl1r1Ds tba aorl7 .....uac ot )0 llapt-, a CataliDa dropped 
baoiba &lid leatloto 011 VILA, J:OLaiii.UIGAI!A ISLAIID. 

At lt51 p ... , )0 Sapt-..., ol.x M41• ~· attacked 
tbo OIASA, CHOISIIII. ISLlliD, barp coat.... Alt.,. tba at tack 
oa1T tbraa bulldinsa •-'ned atanct1"41• 
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COt.UI'tCH Pll.& 

• 
UNITED STAT ES FLEET 

U!ADC)UARTIUtS OP THit CQ)1MANDf:(ft 1:.1 C Hl&P 

~AVY DI!I•ARTM&N'T, WASIUS"CTOS, 0. C. 

9 .... 2 Ootobor 1943. 

pml P+WJC ACTI(! (Copt.td ) 

- 'PM'' G1plp 8lrtJATIC! 

Dlorilll ~he~~ ot ¥.-.r ?!l.IJIJ, .,.., ..... ~Ule%7 
a.u..a - po&u-. oa CIIDOIIIO ISI.UID witboe claMp. •-. 
polll.\1- a~ nu. mJM•WU• A I IIUIID ooaU.maeol to be harueecl IV 
- --... aa1 ~ille%7 an. 

!lot "~ - ZllWD Cc.bat ~- I W IO "eee &bollt -
~ ..,. t1tt7 to tar .. - .,..,_ . .... lJIIM) ISUIID a1111. 
tiM ad3oiaiac MlnloM, !he., .. IQtt_.ecl ocmt1401rabl.e cUil01U10 
1a &D a~h11pt t o MC6JII. !h.S.r poiii.Uoae ea OIIXl nro ohellect IV 
ov ~1l.le1:7 41ll'ill& tiM ..-aSa& ot Sopt.-.r 28, Ov oaoul.U• 
....,. roportect Uallt· 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
H:uoouA117DS Of !HI ColOtAJIDD Of Ctalr 

ItA 'IT ~.unc:an. W UKIJIO'Tt*, 0. C. 

9 .... 2 October 1943. 

pm! PACinC 4CP:(J (captW) 

&tt UIIO UIUI'D, WIST CII'DW. <JIOISIOL ISI.UID, !bat nwUD& 
~ _., B.Uoato att&ckecl &DCI - a o.,. baaolrecl toot. .. _ 
ftllel lN<Iecl wi\b .llf>-10 ott 8'""00.\, QIOISIUL ISLAIID, 

At )104 p.a., Sept..,. 28, two 1&"7 Coraairo ldllecl 
or ~ &boG t.wtift or titt- ,..,_,, 1A a boat. ott UPS 
IWDKB. SOU'!BIAS! ICIIWB*'QARA. ISUJI). 

Dv1JI& t.bo rtiDinc ot Sopt.-.r 28, ,..,..,.,, pl­
dre!oPecl oi&bt. bolllle DGt"t.ltw8t ot t.bo IIUIIDA lt.J'iP, ldllecl t."" -
ao4 WOWI4ecl aU. lo aat.orlel daM&• wu not.a1necl. 

At 8tlo9 a,a,, Sept.U... 29, a ooucll plaM oporattac 
troa Oucl&lo&o&l obot. - ao .. IIIV - ... ott liiiPIIBSS AOOUSV. 
BU, WIST 1IOOG.UII'9IU.I, 

Bi&bt. .lJW,T larbaluo ot.rato4 m4 4•t.foo7o4 Oil OOIIIV 
bars• ott SAliBI IliAD, SOO!'IIIIST <JIOISIOL cm-1q tho att.OJ'IIOOD ot 
Sopt.U... 29. 

'l'llo ""'-rioo obuv ?Sl whlob pol~Dd..t .1\lllo 22, OD a 
root 1A IZIQITB GULP 1 WIST OOAST or AtJSTBWA, - Oil Sop-.r 
16, att.v 'beSA& rotloatecl &114 tok .. 1A tow b7 t.bo patrol nooel 
CIIAII!Ia.L Hoav ....Uo oa•ecl t.b.o .... e1 t.o .u.t Kt. it io 
I'OipOJ'to4 t.bat tb.o -Jori\7 ot oolft&.a.lo lqlliputlt •• r­
troa tbo '~'••el clvitla J'otloatiq oporat.iooa. 

0.... nt.ari .... ..,_tiq qaiDot CIIIV •ldi>P'ac 1A t.bo 
Paoitio report t.bo to)J..tq noo•ooot 

(1) tllo 8.liKIO roporto.t a1Dk1ac a 10,000 t.aoar &DCI a 
fNi&btOJ'o Ia addit.iao a 9,501) p&OOOft&OJ' T•oel '0&1 4alcecl 
with \110 tus>'*' bito. 

(2) tllo CRD•• aaol< t"" C111V ob1po to\&lill 151000 
toDO a4 4alcecl &llO\IIIIJ' ot 11,000 \aao, Ia addit.ioo a -~ 
......... daa&ecl liT pllt1H. 

(3) tllo POGI .t.qecl ao4 proballl.7 - • 6,000 toA 
fNl&btOJ', 
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• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

~&r 
0~ 111i1'1Jl 

Hu.Dov . ...._ 01 ,... Cc::lowiDD "<=­
.. 'tT DDunaDPI', W AIKDfO'TOif. 0. Q. 

·'' 
9 .... 2 OoWINr 194.). 

llOJH PAQinC ACTICII ( Cwat. '4} 

" 12120 p.a., '"¢ ....... 27. ~-\1"-•- w. ...... , ..... 
-n.~ 'llr ~.U ~-. o\ra'* a~ IIIIILI, ......... AR Alii& , 

au ............... a ..... ot -.u.tl.lll• Uld o1s tirao ~. 

~ ~-7'"ti'" ~ tllirt,r-t1.,. z ...... !Sart..-.4 111tb. tilt. a~\aek 

1M toll :A nr plue. ~o 'faJ.l U.m.LA, Ia tile ......W.C ...,.. .. 
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SOUTH PAC IFIC AC!ION (Cont 1 d) 

At about 11: 30 p . ~ . September 29th, the Un i ted 5tatee 
destroyers, l'ATT£R50N o.nd HoOAU.Ab collided t>Tenty-nl.ne 
m1lee north northeast ot KOI.OIIJ!AN ARA ISLAND. The Hc0ALLA 1 6 
bow waa out off fo~~ard of frame 26. No casualti es were 
w rtered. The PATT!':R50ll loot her bow forward of f rame 23. 
Three ~on are mi eolng from thle ohipL and one ~~~• injured. 
Both vessels are proceeding towards ·;·ULAGI at five mot e , 
aoeom£~}~ by the dectroyer RALPH TALBOT ~~d the o.uxlllary 
t ug , .l'.b •• .:.<.. 

Regraded Unclassified



.. 

/ 
COWlHCU J'lt.l 

• 
UNITED STATES FLEET 
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SAvY DIPAITJaliT, WAIHIHCT().~. o,.e, 

4 p .m. 30 Septecber 1943. 

SOUTH PAOIPIO ACTION (0ont 1 d. ) 

An unre~orted number or our deatroyera, operating in 
northeast vtLLA GULF, durtng the nlght or Septecber 27-28, 
aank three and poee1bly t our ene~y barge~ . Japanese 
SNOOPER planes haraaeed our deetroyero and dropped a number 
ot tlaree during the cct1on • 
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od!~\~_l!!.! 4 p . m. 30 September 1943 

SQliTH PACIFIC ACTIOtl (Coot 1 d . ) 

At 2:30 p.m. Septu:ber 26th, elehteen llav;y dlve bomb­
ere end f i fteen torpedo di ve bo~bere bombed the enemy 
be.rge depot at RII!GI COVE, SCU'TK KOLOI'.BA!:GAP..A ISLAIID. Two 
tlree were started. 

Four Nc.v;y Coreair e of the IIUNDA patrol strafed dooke 
and houses on aoutbeast GIZO ISLAND at ~:30 a .m. Sept ember 
24th. The a&roo area was again atrated at 4:00 p . m. by 
eight Corealre and a number ot grnae huto and wooden houeea 
were ignited, 

At ?:05 p. m. September 26th, enemy planes were over 
Jro1'DA and dropped a number ot booba vl.thout d=ge . Later, 
between 11:22 p . m. ~~d 11:45 p .m.1_Japaneae planes bombed 
IUNDURUMBAIIG;\l\A ?OL'IT, northveat v:;LU LA VELLA v1 thout 
da=ge, 

On September 26th, at about 2:10p. m. , twenty-one 
Army Liberatore, twenty-four Navy dl ve bocbers and twelve 
torpedo di ve bombers, escorted by seventy-nine tlghtsre, 
bombed and st rafed the KIKILI AREA. A number or buildings 
were demolished, fires started and hits were scored on gun 
positl one and l n the bivouao supply and hanger areas. 

The heavy bocbers were intercepted by thirty enemy 
fighters. One Zero w~s sh~t down an~ one ~t our bombera 
el1ght:ly damaged. Nineteen or our fip-t.tere engaged about 
twenty or thirty Zeroe over KANGU, BUIN ~~. One Zero 
was destroyed. One ~r our fightere craeh-landed at MUliDA, 
NE'o GEORGIA, nn~ another landeO on the water northweat or 
t he RUSSELL ISLANDS. 

At 10:00 p . m. September 27th, a rooonnai soanoe plane, 
operating rrom GUADALCANAL s t rafed ten enemy bargee orr 
northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND. Theee bar~eG were later observed 
beached north ot VOZA, CENTRAL SOUTK•~sT CHOISEUL ISLA!ID. 

At 11:10 a . m. September 27th, another reconnaieeance 

l 
plane from GUADALCAIIAL engaged five Zeros ten e21lea eaat 
or !IAUlUI __Isr '""- One Zero wo.a deetroye~ and another 
pr~ ehot down. 
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9 a . m. 28 September 1943 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION {Cont' G.) 

During the morning of September 25th, ten medium bomb­
ere, nineteen torpedo dive bombers and nine dive bombers 
escorted by fighters, attncked enemy gun positions at VILA, 
KOLOMBANGARA I SLAND . A number of hits were scored in the 
vici nity of t he atrin e.nd weet DISAPPOINT:'.ENT COVE. One fire 
was etar ted. · 

Later that morning, an enemy formation of eighteen 
torpedo dive bombers, escorted by twenty Zero~~ in an 
attack on an Allied convoy east of BARAKCMA, VJ:;LLA LAVELLA, 
was intercepted by eight Hellcats . Most of the dive bomb­
ers were dr iven off and one Zero was shot down. However, 
three of the enemy bomber s auccseded in br eaking through 
and se t on fire the LST r eported in yesterday's summary. 
Three other enemy dive bombers st&rted a large fire at 
KUNDUl!lnffiANGARA, northeast VELLA LA VELLA . Four Zeros 
strafed the BILOA area, south VELLA LAVELLA. 

A BLUE task force, operating i n VELLA GULF, was un­
suocesefully attacked by enemy submarines during the morn­
ing of September 26th. 

At 12:45 p . m. September 26, a reconnaissance plsne, 
operating from GUADALCANAL, attacked end se t on fire a 
2,500 ton enemy freighter, one hundred end eeventy miles 
north nor thwest of NARU I SLAND. 

The submarine, ALBACORE, returning from patrol, report­
ed as follows : 

Sank one frei ghter. {Tonnage not r epor ted) . 
Damaged one freighter. {Tonnage not reported) , 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

On Seotember 26, a NEW ZEALAND oombet teem moved f rom 
MIDIDI MUNDt RIVER to l~TU SOROTO, northwest VELLA LAVELLA. 
No enemy wes enoountered. 
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MA'If OD.urnaatf, WASMIIIQTOI(, D.O. 

9 a.m. 27 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1~ 

On Septecber 25 ene~ planee bombed and &et on fire 
a United States L. s .T. in the v1o1nity or RURAVAI, eaet 
eoaet or VEU.A LAVEL.LA. Tvo orflrora and ten con vere 
:tilled . 

On September 25, an Allied m~tor torpedo toat baee ~aa 
e stal:>l1shed in t..A!(BU t..A!(BU COVE, Mrtheut VELLA LAVELLA, 

During the afternoon or September 2o, one or our oeProh 
planes bombed and strafed two eneoy barges off ~ST CAPE 
CHOISEUL ISLA:m . Later, this plane at tacked and left eink-
1ng a small enemy supply S~~PAN orr LUTI plantation, eouth 
cent ral coast CHOISEUL IS~~D . 

The United States sub~1ne, HADDOCK, probably operet­
ing in the TRUK area, reported ao fol lows : 

On Septe=ber 15, domaged ~ne freight er. 

On September 20, sank a convoy, consi ot1ng 
at two tranoport e . On the soma day , attacked nnd 
oank a loaded tanker. 

Although details are not oooplete, an estimate baeed on 
the report~ received, indicateo that t he submarine, SNOO~, 
achieved the following succee~ea: 

1. Sank one freighter ot 3, 500 tons. 

2 . ~eriouely damaged and probably sen& another 
freighter , wh1oh was last seen oinking and being 
abandoned, 

3 . Scored hits on n mul tiple target , the identity 
of which hna not been reported. 
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9 a .m. 26 September 1943 

SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION (Cont 1 d .) 

!lEW GEORGIA BITUAT!Q!i 

A conservative estimate ind1oat8a that abou t five­
hundred t o six-hundred Japanese have been knocked out or 
action on ARUND£L ISLAND. Three hundred and forty-five 
enemy dead wer e counted. 

Japanese artillery shelled, without ~age, ONDONGA 
ISLAND, west NEW G-:ORGIA, during the night or Septe~ber 23-24 . 

The liE'i Z<"..ALA..'ID patrol at PARASO, north VE!.LA LAVELLA, 
haa moved its base to DOVELI COVE, after being unsuceeaetully 
bombed by enemy planes during the night of September 23-24 . 
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• 
9 a.~. 26 September 1943, 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d , ) 

At 9: 35a.m. September 23rd, twenty-three heavy bombers, 
twenty-two dive bombers and twelve torpedo bombers, escorted 
by about fifty fighters, attacked enemy positions in the vicinity 
of KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA. A number of tires were started and 
several buildings were destroyed. In addition, our dive bombers 
attacked several enemy barges at the mouth or the UGUI~O RIVER 
( one-halt mile northeast of BUIN) with unobserYed result•. 

About fifty to eixty enemy fighters attacked our planes. 
Nine Zeros were shot down. We lost t wo fighters end one 
crash-landed in southeast VELLA LAVELLA. 

Later that day, twenty-one of our planes at tacked enemy 
positions, at VILA, KOLOMB~~GARA ISLAND . Results were not 
observed. 

The following day , between 3:40p.m. and 4:20p . m. , four · 
medium bombers, thirty dive bombers snd eighteen torpedo 
bombers again struck the VILA AREA. A number of fires were 
started at RING! COVE, and a direct bi t was ecored on a gun 
gooition in this area. I n addition, it is believed that two 
enemy barges were destroyed on the west shore of RING! COVE. 

During the afternoon or September 23, four Navy Corsairs 
destroyed a seventy-foot enemy launch off the southern t i p of 
FAlSI, SHORTLAND AREA. 

On the same afternoon, ei ght Airacobrae attacked end 
probably destroyed two enemy oil-laden barges off the west 
coast of CHOI.SEUL ISLAND, 

The submarine , OABRILLA, reported scoring two torpedo 
bite into an auxiliary aircraft carrier on September 23rd . 

The target was las t seen on course 2~0, speed 10. Sub­
sequent attempts by the submarine to locate the target were 
~.tnauC>Ceesful . Apparently, the attack was made east of CHICHI 
JIMA. 
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9 ~.~. 24 September 1943 • 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont 1d . l 

During the ni ght or September 21-22, PBY patrol planeo 
trom GUADALCANAL attaoked an enemy freighter south or ST . 
GEORG£ CHANNEL, i n the NEW BRITAIN-NJ::W IRELAND area. The 
same flight also attaoked another enemy freighter Juet orr 
the weat coast or north BOUGAINVILLE, 

At approximately midnight on September 23, a PBY 
attacked an enemy force thirty oilee eoutheast or CAPE 
ST. GEORGE . One ot the unita vao believed to be a light 
oruieer. 

The results ot these at tacke have been unreported. 

NEii GEORGIA GROUND SITUA1'ION 

Organited enemy reo1etance 
1 at 3:45 p.m. on September 2lat . 

tor straying Jape. 

on ARUNDEL ISLAND ceased 
However, the hunt continuea 

J~p prisoners report that their unit on ARUNDEL, the 
I 13th Infantry, has suffered very heavy casual t i es . They 

also state that anti-airorart ammunition wee dropped on 
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA, during the night or September 1?-18, 
and that the garrison there is mainly supplied by sub­
marines nnd float planea. On September 21, two groupe each 
or twenty-rive NEW ZEALAND troupe ~ere landed at PARASO, 
north VELLA LAVELLA, and MUNDI BAY, northwest VELLA LAVELLA, 
1'hey report they are in contact with the enemy. 

/ fhe submarine, TRIGGER, returning fro~ a war patrol in 
east CHINA SEA, reporte ae follova: 

Sunk - two loaded tankere and two rrelghters ror a 
total or JJ,OOO tone. 

Damaged- a 7 1 000 ton freighter, which, when last 
seen, had her rorecaetle awaeh, 

I The eubmar1ne, HADDOCK, reported sinking three ehipa. 
Further details are not at present available, 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont 14, l 

At 4:30 p.m . September 21st, twenty-eight Navy fighters 
etrafed KAHILI, SHORTLAND AREA. About six or eight enemy 
Zeroe, on the air etrip, were either destroyed or damaged. 
Two or our planee were damaged by anti-aircraft tire. One 
or these planes was forced down int o the water, but the 
other returned safely, 

Eight Navy Corsairs , at 5:10p. m. September 20th, 
attacked eight JAPANESE barges orr the central coast or 
CHOISEUL ISLAND, Three of the bargee were burned and the 
remainder damaged, Earlier that morning, another enemy 
barge was strafed and burned ott the west oent ral coast or 
CHOlSEUL ISLAND by six Navy Corsairs. These planes then 
attacked end set on tire a one- hundred and seventy toot 
enemy cargo vessel orr north CHOISEUL ISLAND. 

During the early morning of September 21st, appr oxi­
mately twelve or sixteen enemy bombers bombed the GUADAL­
CANAL airdrome. One gr ounded Navy Corsair was destroyed 
and five others damaged. Two men tfere killed and seventeen 
FIJI workmen inJured. Two ot the enemy bombers were shot 
down by a Lightning night fighter, 

During the early morning or September 21s t, enemy 
pl~nee over MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, dropped a number or bombs 
end caused minor damage , but no casualties. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION ' 

During the night or September 19-20, enemy a.rtillery 
heavily shelled our poe1t1ona on ARUNDEL ISLAND. Our 
caeualtiea were light, 

Coneiderable enemy barge activity be tween VILA, 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND and ARUNDEL ISLAND was noted during 
t he night or September 19-20. 

On ARUNDEL, SACIAXARASA ISLAND, JAPANESE have been 
cleaned up and our operations are continuing. 
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,1) .... 0 SQUTI! PACIFIC ACTION ( Cont 1 d . ) 

At AP~~ I SLAND, enem7 camp inetallatl one 
were heavily hlt, 

At NAURU, Army and Navy Liberators scored 
hi te along the runways, the dlepereal area and 
in the vioi nity or the radlo station and a 
phoephate plant. 

In addition to destroying the previ ously 
mentioned grounded eneQJ Alrcrart, . our force& 
shot down e1x Zeroe, tva medlum bombers, probably 
destroyed four more fighters and pose1bly damaged 
eight. 

Although our planes encountered heavy nnti­
a1rorart fire and interception by day and nlght 
t1ghtere, only t our or our planee were lost. 

At 6:10a.m. September.20th, an un1dent1t1ed enemy 
bomber shot down a patrol1ng Navy Coreair off the west 
ooast of KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. The pilot was recovered. 

At 10:1~ a . m. September 20th, thlrty-eix Navy dive 
bombers and t orpedo planea, covered by fighters, attack­
ed enemy gun poei t1one on PARAPATU POI~T, southeast 
KOLOMBANGARA IsLAND. Two or our planes were struck by 
anti-aircraft tire and made forced landings in t he water . 
The crewe or both planea were recovered. 

At 11:00 a.m. September 20th, a OUADALCANAL search 
plane bombed a small enemy cargo veaeel three-hundred and 
thirty milea north northeaet or KAVIE!IG, NEW IRELAND. The 
veaael wao lett abandoned a.nd s1nki.ng , 

At 11:0~ a.m. of the aame day, twenty-three uneecorted 
Army Liberatore bombed the revetment area and the runway at 
BUXA, BOUOAlNVlLLE ISLAND. A number of fires were started, 
and i t ia believed that eeveral enemy planes burned. About 
f ifteen or eighteen JAPANESE f1ghtere i ntercepted , Two of 

the ee ver e shot down , One or our bomber• was c!.ama8ed, but 
returned to 1te baee. 
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9 a . m. 23 Sep tember 1943 

SOUTH PACiriC ACTION (Cont'd. l 

On the night or September 19-20, our motor torpedo 
boats, while pat roling ott the east coast or VELLA LAVELLA, 
ehot down a Japanese float plane . 

On the early morning or September 20, six Japanese 
planes over OUADALCANAL bombed the area in the vicinit y 
or the OARNEY air strip. Two gasoline trucks and a fill­
ing station were damaged. One Navy Liberator was destroy­
ed and a number of other grounded planes sustained damage. 

During the morning of Sep tember 19-20, a number of 
enemy planes were over our positions on ARUNDEL ISLAND and 
MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. Only two bombs were dropped and no 
casualties or damages were sustained. 

Although not complete, the following details have 
been received in connection with our operations against 
enemy installations in the GILBERT ISLAND regi on: 

TASK FORCE 15, commanded by Rear Admiral 
Pownall, and compooed of t he aircraft -carriere 
LEXl!IGTON, BELLEAU WOOD, PRINCETON, the cruisero 
SANTA FE, BIRMINGHAM and MOBILE, plus destroyers, 
operated on September 19th against t he enemy in 
the GILBERT AREA. The task force was assisted by 
lan~bseed Army and Navy aircraft, staging from 
CANTON ISLAND and rllNAFUTI. 

More tr~ two hundred sorties were carried 
out by our planes against TARAWA, MAKIN and AP~A 
ISLANDS, in the northern GILBERTS and NAURU ISLAND, 
weet or the GILBERT group. 

At TARAWA, our torcee deotroyed eight enemy 
bombers on the runway , eank a small veeeel and 
damaged enemr installations on the leland. 

At MAXIN, the airbase was damaged, three enemy 
four-engine eea planes destroyed, and, in addition, 
an unidentified patrol plane vae destroyed. 
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9 a.m. 21 September 19•~ . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Contld, ) 

During the night or September 18-19, one Jap plane 
dropped ttto boabe on ARUNDEL ISLA!ID and tvo addi t1onal 
onee on the northern end or the NUNDA landing field, No 
caeualtiee or damage have been reported, 
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9 a.m. 21 September 19•~ 

8QUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont1d . ) 

On September 19, Juet after noon, a lone Jap plane 
boabed a BWE convoy about ninety ailee eaat of SAN CRISTOBAL, 
Fortunately, the boQba mlaaed their target. 

On September 18, between 12:•6 and 1:00 p.m. , a flight 
of aeventeen Coreaira and t our Warhawka took on thirty 
enemy dive bombera, and twenty Zero tlghtere ~ar B~AXPMA, 
aoutheaatern VELLA LAVELLA, Our plan•• destroyed twelve 
dive bombera and the Zeroe, The antl-alroratt at 
BARAXOKA accounted tor one dive bomber, One or our air­
craft boate, dexplte being aubJactad to twenty-one near 
m1aeaa from emall antl-peraon&l bomba, accounted tor two 
more diva bombara, The eoore tor the afternoon vaa: enemy \ 
planea deatroyed - fifteen dive bombera, five Zeroa. One 
Coraa1r vaa loet an~tvo othera are mlealng, 

On September 19, around 2:00 in the afternoon, twenty­
eight Dauntlaaa diva bombere, f ourteen Avengere and ten 
Mltohelle blaated gun poaltiona in the coves around VILA, 
southern KOLOMBANGARA. Hlte were registered on gun poei­
tlone ln Northveat cove; a large tlre vas started northeast 
ot the landing strip; what appeared to be an ammunition 
dump l n Northweat cove exploded and a direct hit wae made 
on the cauaevay croes1ng the cove , Heavy accurate ant i­
aircraft tire dalqged one ot the Avengere and vou.nded one 
or the gunnere. 

Our ground operatlona on ARUNDEL ISLk~D continua i n 
apita of etrong enemy resietance. During the night or 
September 16-17, rive enemy bargee, vlth relntorcementeL 
attempted to land in the northern part or the leland. ~e­

oauae or our tire power, 1t ia reported only tvo vert able 
to do ao, 

On September 19, at 2:~ 1n the morning; two or three 
enemy planea made a return vielt to OOADALCANAL. One­
hundred f ound antl-pereon&l bomba were dropped ln the 
otticera area and two officer• and one enllated man were 
eerlouely wounded, vh1le tltteen othera were ellghtly 
injured , 4o !DfiJ bnl 1 e.e71 CO"QltS;IlY destroyed & tank 
c2ntaining 29 , 000 gallon• or avlatlon gaa. 
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SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont 1d,) 

On September 18th, early in the morning, a PBY bombed 
VILA, KOLOKBANGARA I SLAND. 

On September 18th, around one o 1 olook i n the afternoon, 
Douglaa dive bombere and Avengere bombed defeneive poai­
tione at BAKBARI BARBeR, in eoutheaet KOLOMBANGARA, causing 
a. l arge exploeion, Several houeee were aleo destroyed. 
This f light also atrafed defensive positions at PARAPATU 
POI NT , KOLOKBANGARA, and started a large tire. The fighter 
patrol from MUNDA provi ded cover tor these operati ons . 
Incidentally, no anti-aircraft tire wae received from the 
targets. 

A preliminary report indlcatee that shortly arter 
noon on September 18th, an enemy dive bombing attack wae 
euocustully thwarted ott VELLA LAVELLA. 

During the night or September 17-18, twelve enemy 
planes dropped on MUNDA 35 x 100 pound bombs . Sixteen 
fell on the landing etrip, with the balance falling in 
the water. No oaeualtiee ooeured and very l ittle damage 
wae received. 

The enemy also hi t 1 _during the esme night, BARAKOMA, 
southeastern VELLA LAVELi.A. Five bombs fell near the land­
ing strip, but no damage hae been reported. 
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SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont1d.) ., .. ... 
During the ni ght of September 15-17, our motor torpedo 

boate, operati ng in south KULA GULF, exchanged fire with 
enemy ehore batteries on the north ei de of BAMBARI HARBOR. 
The northweet coast or VELLA LAVELLA and the area southweet 
of KOLOHBANGARA ISLAND werepatrolled by torpedo boats dur­
ing the aame night . 

At 1 1: ~0 p.m. September 15th, five Ventures attacked 
BALLALE I SLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. A number of bombs wer e 
observed to tall in the vicinity of the runway. A Japanese 
twin-engine night fighter, attempting to intercept, was un­
able to overhaul our bombers. One Ventura did not return to 
its base. 

At 2 : ~0 p.m. September 16th, thirty Dauntle ss dive 
bombers end t wen t y-tour Avengers, covered by seventy-three 
fighters, attacked enemy pos1tione on BALLALE ISLAND. 
Numeroue hlte were scored on gun enplacements, revetment, supply 
and camp areae. A number of fires were started and an un­
identified veesel off the south end or the strip was observed 
burning af ter the attack. Two of the Avengers railed to 
return. 

The fighter cover encounter ed about flrty or sixty enemy 
figbtere over the SHORTLAND AREA. In a twenty-rive minute 
engagement, fourteen enemy planes were ehot down. We lost 
tour f i ghter planes, but three of the pilots were rescued, 

A Warhawk on patrol over VELLA LAVELLA eho t down one 
enemy plane . 

At 12:20 p.m. September 18th, a search plane, operat­
ing from GUADALCANAL, bombed an enemy cargo vee se 1 and a 
destroyer escort ninety miles east of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. 
Near mi saes st arted a small fire aboard the cargo vessel . 

- 5~4 -

Regraded Unclassified



. .. 

J • 

~IU UNITED STATES FLEET 

un oo....,..,, •••· -otocow. o.c. 

4:00 p . m. 18 September 194::1 

SOUTH P4011IO 4QTION (Ognt 1 d. l 

During the night or September 16-16, MUND4 vaa raided 
by enemy planet three timee . Bomb• atarted a tire 1n an 
ammunition dump and inJured three or the personnel. 

An enemy plane dropped bomb• on OU4DALCAN4L at 11:01 
p . m. September lOth, Some minor dslllage vaa eueta1ned and 
one man wae inJured. 
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• 
9 a.m. 18 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

Attacks against thia area continued throughout the 
night of September 16-16, when medium bombers attacked 
tvioe, Preliminary reports indicate these attacks to 
have been aucceaetul . 

On September lotht at 5:45 a.m. 1 one Mitchell pomber 
attacked VILA, KOLOMBAN~ARA ISLAND. Later that morning 
five Liberatore bombed PARAPATU POINT, southeast KOLOMBANGARA 
ISLAND, with unobserved results , 

The revetment area and runway at BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE, 
wae thoroughly bombed on the morning ot September 15th. 
Results of thia attack have not been reported. 

The enemy has re-acted to the recent bombings or 
BOUGAINVILLE by reinforcing hie air unite in that area. 
Although he hae suffered in the destruction ot airborn 
fighters in addition to an undetermined number or planee 
destroyed on the ground, hie concentration of aircraft on 
BOUGAINVILLE tielde hae increased. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

Enemy positiona in northeaet ARUNDEL ISLAND have 
been reinforced by tour barges on the night or September 
14-16. An attack on our poaitiona wae repulsed and 
thi rty-three ot the enemy were killed, Our preparations 
have been completed tor a coordinated attack scheduled 
tor the morning ot September 17th. Enemy attempts to 
again reinforce their poeitione on the night or September 
15-16 vera prevented by artillery and mortar tire. 

On VELLA LAVELLA our torcea Qttacked VALAPATAI on 
September 14th, Fifteen Japaneae vera killed by our 
artillery t i re , Reports indicate that the Japanese are 
moving tovarde the northveat ooaat. 
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SQUTH PACIFIC AQTION (Oont 1 d. ) 

At t: OO p.m. 8epte:ber ltth, elx Venturaa (medium 
bombere) etrated eneay gun poeltlooe eaet or the VILA 
runvq , KOLOKBANOARA ISLA.'ID, Reeulte ware unobeerved. 

At 11:~ p.m. Se£lt£ber ltth, alx Venturae attacked 
enellly poaitlona on BAL I SLAND. Results or th1a attao~ 
have not been reported, 

Four enelll7 planes raided the LUNOA AREA (probably 
NEW ClEORGIA AREA), on the early morning or September 15th. 
One grounded dive bomber vas deetroyed and other planea 
were damaged elightly. Two men ware killed and e1x were 
i nJured, 

At 11:15 a.a. September 15th, thirty- one diva bombere 
and twenty-tour torpedo bombers, covered by rorty-tvo 
fighters, bombed and atrared enemy poaiti ona on BALLALE 
ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. Hits ware ecorad in the target 
areaa and on runway gun positions. A hit vas observed ln 
a alx plane revetment area and aoong trucks parked on the 
runway. A plane vas left on tire and a number or other 
fire a started. 

The tighter cover engaged tlrty intercepting Zeroa 
and ahot down fourteen. We loat one Hellcat and another 
vas roroed down i nto the water . 

On the night or Septe~ber 14-15, about forty to 
a1xty Japanue planu bombed the liUNDA-BARACOI!A AREA. 
One grounded Hellcat vas destroyed and five damaged. 
Seven ot the peraonnel were killed and twenty-eight voun~ 
ed. 

Stepped-up air attaoka againet BOUOAINVILLE ISLAND 
continued throughout September 15th. At 4:55 a . m., aix 
Mitchell bomber• etrared the KARA airfield, BUIN area, 
and started a tire. At about the eame tlllle, a f ormation 
or five Mitchell bomber• attacked IIHILI and started a 
number or firea and exploeiona. 

Later, at 11:~ a.m. , aixtean Army Liberatore, eacort­
ed by tventy- ai x tightera, bombed KIHILI and started a 
number ot tiree in the vicinity or the runway. Strong 
anti-a1r oraft tire da%aged two or the bombere. 
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4 p , m, 17 September 

SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont1d,} 

The following details have been re~e1ved 1n connec­
tion v1 th the ltiHILl and BAI.I.U E, SHORTLAKD AREA, air 
attaoke on September 14th: 

At l:J5 p . m., torty-eeven Army and Navy Liberatore, 
eeoorted by oeventy-eix Navy Ooraaira and Army Warhawka, 
attacked KIKILI in tour wavea. Bomba were dropped on 
the etrip and the .urrounding inetallationa, About seventy 
Zeros intercepted . Our bombers ahot down two Zeros and 
our t1ghtera destroyed six more. Two Warhawka tailed to 
return and another craah landed. In addition, t1ve Coraa1re 
were damaged by anti-aircraft tire. 

At about 1:00 f·~:! September 14th, three Navy 
Coreaira strafed BA .I.!I..J!; IBLAKD, SHORTLANO AREA, and 
deetroyed a Zero, and damaged a Zero and a bomber on t he 
strip. A number or tires were started in the area. Later, 
at l:lJ p.m., twenty-tour torpedo dive boobera and thirty­
tour dive bombere, escorted by fifteen A1raoobras and 
twenty- eix Hellcate, again bombed and et re.t'ed BA!.T·ALE 
ISLAND, Th11 attack started a number or tire• and possibly 
blew up an ammunition dump, An unidentified grounded plane 
waa also destroyed. Twenty-one enemy t1ghtere intercepted 
and in the ensuing engagement our fighters shot down eight 
Zeros. In addition to tour torpedo bombers being damaged 
by anti-aircraft tire, one Hellcat was forced to crash 
land and another landed in the water. 

On September 14th, our motor torpedo boate, 1n a day 
hunt otrnorthern VELLA LAVELLA, deetroyed five enemy bargee. 
In addition, these boate etre.t'ed small buildings and other 
shore inatallatione on the northern coast or the island. 

On September 15th, a Japaneee submarine was probably 
destroyed one hundred and ten miles eaet southeast or 
BAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND by depth chargee and gun tire in a 
co-ordinated attack by a Catalina and a destroyer , 
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9 a.a. 16 September l9~~ 

!lEV QEORGU O!!QU)!l) SI'l'OAfiOII ( Oont 1 d . ) 

Our artiller7 tire continue& to harraee enea7 poaitiona 
at VILA, l OLOMBAIIGARA ISLAIID, 
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HIW)QUAMTICitl 01' THJ! COMMAJo/DER IS CfiiK' 

NAVY UD'AATNL''T• WAJHli"G'T'OS, D, C 

/ 
~ a.m. 16 Bepteaber 194~. 

SOUTH PACIFIC AQTION !Oont 1d, ) 

During the early morning ot September 14th, three 
l!itohell boabere attacked 'liLA, IOLOMBAIIO.UV. ISLAND, with 
unobeerTed reeulte. 

At 11:~ a.m. September l~th, a emall Japanese cargo 
v1111l wae uneueceeetully attacked by a eearch plane about 
one-hundred and eighty ailu northeast ot UVIENO, NEW 
IRELAI!D. 

On the night ot September 13-14, enemy planee dropped 
boabe on the LUNOA POINT Area, OUADALOANAL. Some minor 
damage wae eueta1ned, On the eame night , a Japaneee bomber 
bollbed the 0&.8J) area near the north at rip, RUSSELL I SLAJID, 
but oaueed no dallage. A number ot boaba were alec dropped 
by two eneay planee in the vicinity ot BIBOLO RILL, KUNDA, 
NEW OEOROIA, Two grounded Ooreaira were damaged. No 
pereonnel caeualtiea reeulted trom any ot the foregoing 
raid e. 

'l'be eubmar1ne, SUNJ'IeH, reporto e1.nk1ng a 10, COO ton 
enemy traneport and, in addi t ion, probabl y elnk1ng another 
ot 7 , 000 tone, 

NEW, OEOROU O!IOUl!D SI!UATION 

Our artillery oontinuee to bombard Japanese poeitiona 
ln northeut VELLA !.AVELLA. Three Japanue planea attack­
ed the LAMBU LAMBU area without dallage , In tb1e vio1n1ty, 
our patrol• have encountered heavy machine gun and knee­
actor tire, 

It 1a reported that a J~aneee party hae reached UMOMO 
ISLAND, northweet VELLA LAVE , increaaing the number in 
that area to one-hundred. Other groupe ot the enemy are on 
the northeaat eide of TIMBALA BAY and on the mainland eaat 
ot UMOMO ISLAND, 

On ARUNDEL ISLAND operation• continue eatietactorily, 
Bome ot our troop• have advanced eaatward on BAMBOE VILLAGE 
Penineula and other troope tao1ng the weet continue to hold 
their poe1ti one. Between theee two toroee, an undetermined 
nuaber ot the enemy hae been pocketed, 
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HIADQUAitTIU 011 Ttfl C0Wa.tA.~ L~ CHl lr 

NAVY DIPARTMENT, WAIHI"'GTOS, O. C. 

9 a.m. lS Beptem~er 194~. 

SQU1'11 P,lCinC AOTIOII (Cont 1d . l 

At ~ p.m. September 12th, tour NaYJ Coraa1re atrated 
IIHILI, SIIORTLAND Aru. Three enemy ~argu were alao 
attacked and one vaa eat on tire. One grounded enemy plane 
vaa l ett ~urnlng . 

A aearoh plane ~oa~ing attack on a aix-abip oonvor at 
11:~0 p.m. 8epteaber 12th, fifteen milea eaat or IrETA, 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, netted a direct bit on the ~ridge or 
a Japaneae deatrorer. A be&YJ exploaion followed. The 
aearoh plane vaa unauooeaatull7 pureued ~y aix or aeYen 
Zero a . 

Our motor torpedo ~oata continued to operate in aouthern 
KULA GULF during the night or Septem~er 12-13, ~ut oade no 
enem7 aurtaoe oontaota. OUr ~oate exchanged tire with 
enemy ahore poaitiona in the vicinity or PARAPATU POINT, 
aoutheaet IOLOKBANGARA, and with poaitiona 1n the BAKBARI 
UIIBOR Area. 

At 7:48 a . m. Septem~er 13th eeven Navy Coreaira 
engaged t1tteen Zero• over BAGA fsLAND, veat or VELLA LAVELLA. 
Three enemJ planea were deatroyed. One Coreair ia miae-
ing, and ie ~eliaY&d to haY& ~een ahot down ~y anti-aircraft 
fire OYi r northeaat VELLA LAVELLA. 

On the night or September 13-14, one or our night 
tighter• attacked, with unreported reaulte , a Japaneee 
float plane, which attempted to ~om~ a motor torpedo ~oat 
orr eoutbeut IOLOKBANGARA ISLAND. The Japanese pl.ane 
dropped a ~o•~ near the ~oat, Which wounded one officer, 
~ut caueed no material daaage. Other actor torpedo ~oata 
vera uneucoeoetully attacked by enemy float planea in the 
YicinltJ or FERGUSON PA8SAOE (between ARUNDEL and GIZO ISLANDS). 

Throughout September 14th, one-hundred and two he&YJ 
boabera, torpedo ~oabera and dive boa~era , covered by one­
hundred and tventy-aeYen t1ghtere, attacked enemy a1rt1elde 
on eoutb BOUGAiliVILU: ISLAIID. Early report~ ind1cau tba 
attacka to ha•e ~ten highly auooeaetul . 
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WAVY OIPAitTWIH'l', WAJ ifll'fCTOS, D. C. 

i a.m. l& Septea~er, 1943. 

8QUTH PACIPIQ ACTio• (Coot 1d . ) 

Our motor torpedo ~oat1 operated during the night ot 
September llth ott the weat ooaet ot KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND 
and the eaet ooaet or VEil..\ LAVEll..\, '!'hue ~oate were 
~oabed and etrated ~7 ene-r tloat plane• tor two houre, 

At 1211& a.a. Blptaaber llth, twentr-tive Li~eratora, 

eaoorted b7 upvardl ot tventr-tvo tightere, bombed enemr 
inatallat1one at liHILI, SHOJ\TLAND area. A number or t1ree 
were etarted. Navr Corea1re 1n the tighter escort engaged 
&bout titteen to twentr Zero• and ehot down e1x. Hellcats 
engaged eeven Zero• and deetrorad one. One ot our tighter• 
tailed to return. 

Later , at 6:&0 p . m. September 11th, tour Navy Ooraa1re 
etrated liHILI. Beven unidentitied planee were probably 
destrored on the ground. One or the Coreaire etrated a 
Japaneae deetroyer. Nuaeroue h1ta were o~aerved on the 
veaael. 

During the early morning or September 11th, tvo 
Liberatore bom~ed VILA, KOLOMBANGARJ. ISLAND. Results ot 
th1a attack were unobserved. 

On the night ot September llth, three Liberatore 
bombed VILA, XOLOMBANGARA IBLABD. Reaulte were unobserved, 
'!'he tollov1ng dar at 7 :45 a.m. nine Xittrhavke and eeven 
Airaoobraa attacked BJ.MBARI HARBOR, aoutheaet KOLOMBANGARA . 
'!'he bombe tell among Japaneee gun positions on the north 
aide ot the bar~or , 

Bhortlr attar aidn1ght on Beptea~er 12th, a Catalina 
uneuooe•etull7 bo~ad 1evaral IDall enear eh1pa thlrtr milea 
northaaat ot CAPE 8'1'. GEORGE, N&W IRELAND. Another, Catalina 
bombed, without reeult1, tour J~paneee barges rive mi~e ott 

UBT CAPE NEW IRELAND. - l., )._~ ~~ 

~~~ ~~ 
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During the night ot September lOth, our motor torpedo 
boato, operating in eouthern XULA ~F'L_engaged rive enemy 
bargee enroute trom VILA to BA.MBA.RI HARBOR in eoutheaetern 
IOLOHBAIIOAIU. I&t.AND. Two ot the eneJDT bargea were part1all:r 
dilabltd and toolt ehelttr in JUPE IUBBOR. The reu1nder, 
although hit man:r timee, euoceeded in reaoh1ng VILA.. Our 
boata were aubJeoted to en&IDJ' ehore tire, in addition t o 
the heavy tire trom the JAPANESE bargea. The motor torpedo 
boate eueta1ned nuaaroue h1te, but the damage vaa minor. 

On September 11th titty-aeven Allied planee (mad1um 
bombere, d1ve bomber• and torpedo bombere) bombed and 
etrated enemy poaitiona on the eoutheaatarn coaat or 
IOLOMBAIIGA.RA ISLAND. A nuaber ot t1ree and axploe1one 
vera obeerved. The aouthveet coaat vaa evept by tour 
Navy Coraa1ra, vh1oh eat on fire one Japaneee barge and a 
tuel dump at VANGA.VANGA, aouthveat KOLOMBANGARA.. From 
thaae operat1ona, one Avenger tailed to return, 
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:lAVY DBJ'AJtTMI NT, WASJUNGTON. D. C, 

' p . m. 12 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

At 1:33 a.m. September lOth a night search plane 
attacked three small enemy ships forty miles east north­
east of CAPE SAINT GEORGE, south NEW IRELAND, Five mi nutes 
after the attack an exploeion and smoke was obs erved, 

During the morning or Septelllber lOth, a JU t chell 
bomber, escorted by four Corsairs, str afed two enemy barges 
and rive houses on northern KOLOJ-!llANGARA ISLAND. 

At 12:23 a.m. September 9th, a tour- engine enemy fly­
ing boat was destroyed by a Navy air comba t patrol about 
fifty mllee southeast or BAKER ISLAND. 

The submarine NAR•~AL reports scoring one torpedo h1t 
into an enemy transport or cargo vessel of about eix 
thousand tone, five miles northwest or NAURU ISLAND, The 
vessel vas set on fire. 

The submarine SWORDFISH reports scor ing f our hits into 
a 6,900 ton enemy cargo vessel, three hundred twenty miles 
northwest of the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, It is believed that 
the enemy vessel sank, 

NEW GEORGI A GROUND SI TUATION 

Contact is being maintained with the enemy on ARUNDEL 
ISLAND. Preparations are in progress for a final assault 
on the Japanese . 

On northeast VELLA LAVELLA our troops captured quanti­
ties or supplies, equipment and ammunition. Rsconnalssance 
to the westward i s being pushed. 

Other NEW GEORGIA fronts are quiet , 

Reconnaissance revealed no Japanese on SIMBO I SLAND 
and no Japanese on the eas t er n and southern coast or GIZO 
I SLAND, except for GI ZO anchorage and SAGEHAGIA, It la 
estimated that a total or rour hundred Japanese are located 
on northern VELLA LAVELLA. 
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NAvY DI::PAJI.T).IB.NT, WASHI~'OTON", D, C. 

9 a.m. 14 September, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d , ) 

At 8:27 p.m. September l:5tb, rirteen enemy planee in 
rive rlighta, dropped eeventy bomba on FUNAFUTI, ELLICE 
ISLANDS. Ona plana waa ahot down by anti-aircraft rlre. 
Two or our medium bombers burned on the ground and other 
material damage euatalned wae alight. Three men were 
inJured. 

The Uni ted Statee tug, NAVAJO, aank about one-hundred 
and eeventy milea eaet aoutheaat or ESPIRTU SANTO ae a 
reeult or an unknown exploai on, 

The Uni tad Statu aubmarine, PERM.IT, on patrol in the 
MARSHALLS ISLAND area, reporta the deatruotion or a convoy 
coneiating or two enemy rraightera and a tanker . In 
addition, a SENDAI olaee Japaneae cruieer (0 , 190 t one) , 
which arrived on the scene to aesiat, wae aleo torpedoed. 
It 1a believed that the crul eer either eank or retired rrom 
the area ae abe waa not aeon by the PERMIT arter the attack, 
The PERMIT eank about 27, 000 tone or ehipping and damaged 
14, 000, 
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14AVY DIPARTNBST, WAS.HJNOTOS, D. C. 

' 
4 p.m. 12 September 1g4~. 

8QUfH PACIFIC ACTION (Cgnt 1d . ) 

At 7:4D p.m. September 8th our motor torpedo boata 
diaabled or deatroyed an eaeny barge north ot PARAPATU 
POINT, IOLOMBANGARA IBLAIID, At 11:~ p, m, two enemy 
bargea vera attacked near TUII COVE, northern IOLOMBANGARA 
ISLAND, One barge vas toroed aground and aubaequently 
deetroyed the tolloVing day , 

VILA, IOLOMBiNGARA ISLAND vaa bombed by aixty-tive 
medium bombers, torpedo bombers and dive bombere, Numeroue 
bite deat royad three guna, damaged a bridge and killed a 
number ot Japanese, One ot our torpedo bombers vae damaged 
by anti-aircratt tire and eventually oraah landed, 

During the night ot September 8th, a CATALINA eoored a 
direct hit on a five-hundred toot enemy cargo vesael, 
titteen m1lea veat ot VELLA LAVELLA. 

A aearch plane operating trom GUADALOANAL ehot dovn a 
tVin- englnl enemy bomber one hundred aeventy-tive mllea 
northeaat or IAVIENG on September 9th, . 

Motor torpedo boate were again aetlve around ICO.LOMBANGARA 
ISLAND during the night or September 9th-10th. An enemy 
barge vaa attaelted one mile trom ROPA POINT . An enemy barge vae 
prevented trom departing CAPE HARBOR southeastern IOLOMBANGARA 
ISLAND. During theae operations, our boats were aubjeoted to 
tire trom enemy ahore batteriea and, 1n addition, were bQmbsd 
and strated by enemy tloat planes ott the veet ooaat of VELLA 
LA VELLA, 

At 12:D2 p.m, September lOth eixt een Mitehella attacked 
the enemy barge depot and bivouac areas eaat of llULO COVE, 
IOLOMBANGARA IBLAIID. Later t wenty dive bombers bombed and 
atr ated the eame area. In bot h at tack• many bomb bite were 
acored and a poaai ble ammunition dump wae deatroyed. 

On September 9thL tour Navy Coraaira deetroyed an 
enemy barge in BLACO:T'l' STRAIT. Later that day tour other 
Ccr aaira aet on tire tlve bargu in the WARAMBARI BAY area 
northaaat VELLA LAVELLA. Three enemy bargea were left amoking 
ott weatern IOLOMBANGARA attar an attack by two Coreaira. 
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KIADQUAitTIQ 0 1' THI CoMWANDU lK CHld' 

NAVY DI::PAJlTr.&L"''''. WASHti'I•GTON. D. C. 

9 a.m. 12 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

photographic reconnaieaance . 

At 2:04 p . m. September 8th, twel ve Japanese planea 
again attacked NANUMEA. No casualties or damage have 
been reported. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

During the night or September 8th, our toreea on 
ARUNDEL ISLAND repulaed an enemy attempt to land at BOMBOE 
VILLAGE, northeast ARUNDEL ISLAND. Our troops have ad­
vanced about two hundred yards against enemy resistance. 
Seven Japaneee were killed. 
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COMINCH P ll,.l 

' 
UNITED ST ATES FLEET 

HiADQUAitTilJ 0' THI COMMAKDII tl'f Cillr 
NAVY DUAATWIJ'i'T, WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

9 a.a . 12 September 19•3. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIO II ( Cont 1 d.) 

During the morning or SepteMber 8th, motor torpedo 
boate operating along the north coast of KOLOlffiANGARA 
ISLAND, destroyed a camouflaged ene111y barge in the vicinity 
of ROPA POINT. 

Later that dar, another barge wae etrafed by Oorl!lire 
ott the northeastern coset or KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. Agai.n 
at 8 p.a. four Coraalra attacked and eat on fire an enemy 
barge on the western ooaet or I OLOKBANGARA ISLAND. Twelve 
Mitchell bomber• attacked the VILA otrip during the eame 
afternoon. 

On the MOrning or September 9t h, eighteen Liberatore bombed KAHIL!, SHORTLAND AREA, and etarted a number of 
firee, Photographs ehowed that bite were scored on a fuel 
dump, runway, buildioge and two coaetal guns. Ten enemy 
planea, attempting to intercept, were attacked by twenty­
eight Allied fighter• and one enemy plane was destroyed. 
One of our fighter a 1e miasing . In the eame &rea, twenty­
nine other Allied fightere engaged twenty-three ene111y 
fighters and destroyed two. One or our fighters failed to 
return to ita base. 

On Septe.mber 7th carrier t ;ype planea operated from 
the field on BAKER IsLAND where a five thousand foot otrip 
ia uoable. It ie estimated that fighter• can commence 
operation• at about noon September 11th. Unloading or 
storea and supplies continued although slowed by the narrow 
beach and frequent oaeualtiee t o bosto. 

On September 8th an enemy plane in the vicinity or 
BAKER ISLAND was reported damaged by a Liberator bomber. 
The destroyer RADFORD claimed to have shot down an enem:r 
plane which mar have been the same one that engaged the LIBERATOR. 

On September 7th at 1:45 p.m. an enem:r bomber atrated 
our poeitione without damage on NANUMEA, ELLICE ISLANDS. 
Later, between 3:08 and •=~ p. m. , approximately ten twin 
engine bombers, approached oingl:r and by threee and made 
numeroua rune over the ioland. Although twent:r bombe were 
dropped, causing alight material damage and pereonnel 
caeual tiea, i t ie believed that the enemya mieeion waa 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HILAOQUARTU$ OP 'mt COWNAJfDU I~ CHrltP 

WAVY ~Ail"l'ML~T, W.UIIIWOTO~. D, C, 

9 a . m. Q Septe~ber 194~ . 

"'GU'!''ri PACIFIC AC':'IO!I (Cont ' " · ) 

~ ~eou oer let , ARc; ·:; 15' ..::D ln the Ce:1tral Paclflo 
Area , w • attto~ed by a T~!A FJree c~n•letln~ o r the Alr­
c rert Csr ... ~~r" ~s-::x, Y~RK'!:·,,~;, rnd : OE:P:~~n=::c£ , the 
Bott1~PI.1J) I:'D!,.!IA , th~ L!.·ht Cru11ert~ .. ASR'!ILLS nd !'OBI:£ 

nd their eocort fll'?Up , DESTRC:!ER 5'.,UADRCN 25 . 

The flr e t ot trok wee l nunohed at 3 : 4 l ~ .m . w1t h ln­
cendl • rle s nd, aootrently , t ook the en emy by cur ?rl se . 
The i sland wa~ cga\n hit a t 5 : 03 o . ~ . Pnd again a t G:OC o . ~ . 
From thPt'e on until Ht<>ut t~<o o ' clock 1n the afte rno<>n, 
lnter · l ttent a t ucka continued. 

Inl ti&lly •ntl-• lrcr•ft r1re v•e !.e~vv bu t l essened 
to t.e r~ ee the o'Jrnln.e- ~·ore on . Seven .ed lu.- ho..J:Jo ra , -:t-.e 
island' a t~tal , were dest rcye<' Jn the rounc . A r· .ell 
tnnker """a eunk •md 1t ls r~ot:-rtew tt.• t 4!'1 hty l)er ct:>nt 
o!' ~he :..~l·n& ' e ...tl1 tary in~t.UAtlona were deetro~·ed . 
The r aW.' ot,. t 1on w•" s1lenee' .. ut nnp~rently ren•lra ••ere 
effected beoeuee a• twenty rn1nuteo to one 1n the eft ernoon 
• new, or ux111rry tr;nsmitter , w a ~ce rd ~roa~oaetlnK . 

\/p lost three oll'nes fro• the 'iORK~OiiN - en Avenger 
~nd t~o Hel.lo•te . 
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COWti'Ol PlLI UNI T ED STATES FLEET 

SOUTH PACiri C ACTI ON (Con t ' d .) 

Our troops on VELLA LAVELLA have m~ t eneoy reelstance 
at BOKO !HSSIO!i , on the northeastern end of thP I slcm~ . 

I n the dusk of the evening of Septeober 6th, Corsairs 
strafed and badly damaged one bnrge 1n RI!;GI COVE snd 
another one i n w~BSTER COVE, both ln the southe r n part o f 
KOLOl!BANGARA ISLAllD . Afte r the attc.ck , fires were observed 
~t RING! . 

Du>•ing the forenoon of September 6th , t>·o Corea1re 
strafed a barge and left it on fire at KUNDU KU!lDU 11hich 
is on the ><es t ern s i d e o f KOLOl:"A:!GAAA . 

Cn September ?th at 0?.30 , four PT uoate attac~ted 
three barges off TAl :SAl~ e1 tua ted at the north11estE'rn u ., 
oi' VELLA L<\VELLA. Two PT boats were lost >Jhen they grounded 
on a reef doing 26 knots . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Q£fiWt a1'1ADQUAaTUI or THI CONWANDU IH Clttll 

,,_~.I NAvY DIPAXTN&IIT, WAIHIN.,.,.., D. c:. 

~~~- .X--

4 p . m. ~ Septewber, 1943, 

SCITTH PACU'IC ACTIO!< ( Oont ' d . ) 

Dur1ne the night or Septe~ber 4th and 5th, a 
tn~~p1nF L1berat~r r.ade contart with two ~~ne i n 
BOUG"I!'"IL!..E STRAITS AREA. One of the vesoels wa• 
~oee1bly eunk . 

At eleven o'clock on September 5th, Dauntleeo 
D1ve-bo~bere and Avenger s with a fighter escort bl •eted 
ene'lly poe1tlon s on PARAl'A'l'U POI!>T nort h- east or VILA , 
from ~l loh pl ace the ene~y hce been ehelling B~ROKO 
RAREOR, !'E',/ ::IECR3IA I51.A!10 , l!ony direct h1 te were 
oboerved in the tt.rget ares ~::.l a ?>:>ae~'ble .,..,.;un1ti~n 

du~ va~ ex~l>:>ded . 

I n t l':t t'Grly afterno'ln o f SeP,te l;;er 5th, t>·enty­
rour :.ibert~t'lr a bor·oed VI LA, KOLO.C A.'!GAllA I SL!.:'O, 

On Septe ber 5th at ~wo-thirtv ln the ofterno?n , 
C>:>rso.1ro etr cfed & ne>l Jc.p noeitlon at ZOGA whi ch 11 
about eight 1o1les eoutheaet or KA.KASA, CHOI SI:Ul. ISL11t10. 
A church H~B set on f'lre llh1oh ~·aB believed to b e houe-
1ng the enemy . A vlllege ~<h1ch •·na t hought t o be n 
bivouac center ror three hundred troops wae thoroushly 
str!lfed. 

On Septecber Sth, just a l ittle after noon:1 e, 
•:ORGUS.UA ISLA!:D, SHORTLAl'DS AR!:A, was bocbed anCI 
strafed by Aven era, Airaeobroo , Hellcats a~d Corealra. 
These tl1~hte were 1nterc~~ted over the target ar~a 
by twenty to twenty- five Z~ro fighter s , some of •hlch 
just harmleeoly dro~ped aerial bombs . rive Zeros were 
shot doHn; two or our Airaoobr~s a re ~lasing . 

On Septecber 6t h , Mitchell bombers bl~ated ~erene1ve 
oos1t1one and shore 1netallat1on e ut KAK>.SA, CHOISEU~ 
ISLAND. Three tires were ctarted . 

Cn Septe:ber 5th, one ot two Jap forces· on the 
nort~.uctern shore or A.'tU!lDEL !SLA!I:> 1a partislly 
surr~unded by our ground forces. 
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U NITED STATES FLEE T 

9 a.m. 8 Sep tember, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC AOTIOtl (Coot 1 d. l 

On September 6, 1n the v1oln1ty of SOSORUANA I SLAND 
located 1n the northern pllrt or KOLOi-!BANGARA ISLAND, 
PT boats stymied the several atteopts by three Jnp 
barges to make tor the aea. When the PT's closed for 
action, the enemy beached their ahlpe . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADOUAJtTUS 01' THI CO..WAMDII Ut CKIU 
~AVY DUAH'WilrfT. WAIHlHGTOH. 0, C. 

4 p . ~ . 7 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Oont 1 f 1 ) 

On Sente..,ber tth, !!!xt;r niltt l'l'at or BAKER IS!,A:lD, 
~·z~ PACifiC Area, a carr1er-baeed Hellcat (F6F 
Graw:.:Je.n fighter) e.eatr'>)•ed a J aMnece rour-eng1n~ tly1nt: 
boat . 

The 6S 0 HALIBUT0 , rPturnlnr fron~ o lthl' ;;>atrol in the 
CCt"!'RAL PACIFIC Arec. , reports c1nk1ne tvo f r eighters 
totc.l1ng 9 ,700 tone •nd damaging one DD. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI.ADQV.UTUS 01' TMI! COWWAJrme:l 1H CHlU 

SAvY DVAJtTWIL_,.T, WAIIUNGTO."'l, 0, C. 

9 a . m. 6 Se~tember 1943 . 

• llOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd, ) 

On the aeme night, ~ur destroyers sank thr eo enemy 
barger north of KOLO!$ANGARA ISLAND instead of t•~o ne pr e­
viousl y repor ted, 

NE\1 GEORGIA GROUND SITUA"' ION 

Duri ng September 4th, our ground for ces encountered 
enemy resistance i n the form of ~achlne gun end light 
mortar fire i n the northeP-etern sector of ARUNDEL ISLAND. 
In another local i ty on the esme 1Pl end, two Jgp•nese were 
ki lled. 

On the aoutl1 shore of BAIRDKO HARECR our t r oops were 
sub~ected to i ntermittent enemy ar t i llery fire . 

In the vicinity '>f BOKO VILLAGE, northeastern VELLA 
LAVELLA, our troops killed twelve Japanese, including one 
officer . Captur ed documents indica te nn orgenlted enemy 
n'le\tion in the BOKO !HSSIOil - KOROLOP:: BAY AREA. Two 
more Japanese s urvivors of the August 6th llavsl action in 
VELLA GULF' have been c aptur ed on 'lt:LLA Ll.'lELLA I SLAND. 

Our p~trola report the J npe.neee as .aving evacuat ed 

\\\

the mainland of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. A qu~ntity of food 
stuffs and munlt1one were left by the enemy . 
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COMJNCH Plu UNITED STATES FLEET ~ 

HIA.DQUAHU:I Of1 nfB COWlCANDilt IN 01JV 
HAVY DIPA&TMINT, YfAIKl~. O. C:. , Ia ll.!:;! 9 a . m. 6 September 1943 . 

\f. SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION ( Cont 1 d,) 

Ae ~ diver si on to the heavy borr.b i ng of ~AHILI on the 
et'te rnoon of Se!) ter3ber 2nd, e1~ty-eeven !'itchells, Daunt­
l ess and Avengers etruck at VI , k6L01·111ANGARA ISLAND . 
t>:umerou s f ires were atarted. Although six of our planes 
were d!>tr.Pg ed , ~ ll nlflnea returned to their base . 

During the llfternoon ot' Se>ot e1.ober 2nd, a Nttvy CorsP1r 
shot down Rn enemy bomber in the vicinity of REN~LL 
ISLAND . 

On the night of se, tember 2nd , a l'econneiseance Libe r ator 
sank two large enemy barges off the south~eet coPst ot' 
CHO!S~UL ISLAND. 

At ab~ut noon, Seotember Jrd, ~·enty three Portresses , 
covered by a!xty one f i gh ters, oorrbed KAHILI, SHORTLAND ~REA . 
Our flghters engaged twenty enemy Zeros end ohot do•m one . 
An unknown number ?f Zeros were s hot down ~Y our bombers. 
One of our fighters f a iled t o re turn . 

At 6 :45p .m. Sen tember 3rd, f ive Avenrers boo.bed the 
VILA runway on KOLO~·!BANGARA I SLAND . 

Prior to noon on Se9tember 4th, nine Liber~tor e , es­
cor ted by forty-one f i ghters , bombed BALLALE ISLA ·o, SHCRT­
LA1<D AREA . Many bombs wer e seen to fall along the runway 
and the f i ghter strip . Sever al fl res end explosions wero 
st r ted. 

At 12: 51 p .m. Se., te:nbe r 4th, nine Navy Liberat?r e 
attacked the enemy bivouac area i n the vicinity of DULO 
CCVE on southern KOLQ!!BANGARA ISLAND . As a result of this 
atta ck f i ve f l ree were started. L~ter thnt afternoon, 
eightx-ono med1 um bomber s, d1ve bomber & and tornado bomber s 
attac«ed the eo.n:e ares and , ln addition , \'ILA , KOLO~!BANOAHA 
ISLA!ID . One of our dive bomber s was shot do11n by ent1-
e1rcraft fire but the crew w~s recovered. 

~lo to r t or nado boats de<1sged end poeoib ly destroyed 
t wo enemy barges in VELLA GULF on the ni~ht of Seotember 
3rd-4th . In thi s onerat ion our motor to r pedo boats were 
e ttaoked by nnemy f l oat planes • nd one boat sustained some 
damage. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lfi:A.OQt.lAI:' 0111n COMWAHDD lM CIOIP 

>IAVV DIPAn'IIIIHT. "AIHIJrfO'T'Ofrl, D. C. 

4 p .c . 5 Septe~ber 1943. 

SOUl'H PACIFIC ACTIOll ( Cont 1 d ,) 

On the morning or September let the 1n1 tie l lnn<Hng 
wan made in the occupation of BAKER ISLAND. Due to tte~ thcr 
nnd 11 materilll caeu~lty on the U.S.s. ASHLAND (la nding ehlp 
dock), which nrevented the 1Punoh1ne or six of the fourteen 
LO!~' e, the unloading of euppl1eo hno been pr olonged. The 
flghter strio 1e reJnrte<l well unde r t •ay. 

On the atterno~n of Sep tt~ber 2nd, f~ur squadrons o f 
:.tbera t :>rs s.ttacked KAH ILI, Sf!CF':'' ,·;o A.'CA. :>J:>erous hits 
wert ee~red on b ridgee, ees.rcbl1ght poaitionP and beach in­
etallat1ons,' '!'hree enemy planea on the gr ound vere observed 
burning as a re~Jlt of t he attack. 

About thirty to thirty-five Zeror attacked our b~~bers 
end dro~ped three aerial bouba , The enemy at t ack WB& weakly 
ex eou ted. Our Corsc1rs shot tl.o1m l'iv~ .,r the ene!lly plane s. 
We lost two righter e , Hellca ts (F6F) ooerated for the f1r•t 
tl "'e in this aree. >J~<l aae1sted ae cover tor the bo;,;b11re . 

The following day, KAHILI WIIB etrPfed by Corsai r e nn~ 
four grounded planes were seen to explode . 

On September 3rd, two Liberator s uombed VILA and RINOI 
COVE , KOLO::BA:;GARA ISLAl'D . 

L~te on Seotember :lrd, f our ~ ltchella , escorted by 
fif!htera, llt tacked ·,'£liSTER CO•IE, KOLO.tBA:;%RA ISLA.'ID 1n the 
hooe of destr oying a barge concentration and a s~l ce.rgo 
Yoooel re9orted ln the vicinity. Other ~edlum bombers 
struck the ea:e area at 6 :45 P·• · but the deta!ls of these 
att~oka hAve not been received. 

During the n1£ht or Seote•ber 3rd-4th , t wo of our des­
troyers ePnk two ene'lzy b~r,.,ea n?rth of KOLO :i!A!WARA Is;..A:'D . 

II 
It ia reported that one of our destroyer s attacl(ed 

poea i b ly eank a J apane ee oub•narine during the night of 
Beotember :lrd, north n :>rthwea t of ESPIRITU SA!ITO . 

One of our tr~neporte wero unsucoeaefully attacked by 
a Slng le J aJ)tmese bO•IIber east or SAN CHRI STOPHER ISLAND. 
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U NITED STATES FL EE T 
H•AOOUAt'rtiS 01 Tit& COWWAHDD IN Q UI., 

NAVY DltAI.T~. WASIUI'tGTON. 0. C. 

9 a . m. ·6 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

NEii GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

On August 31st - September lot , The Flret Battalion 
35th U. s . I nJ"Mtry advanced north to t he IUAROVAI "-'lEA, 
eest c oast of VELLA LA\'ELLA. No enemy wa s contact ed by 
pat rols operating in t he vici nity of RURA•IAI , east coast 
o f' VELLA !..AVELLA. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAI1'IItl Qlr THI COWMAHDU. WN QUit' 

NAVY DG'....,.DIT. WAIHt.JIIOTOfrt, D1 C. 

4 p.m. So~tember 1943. 

SOUTH PACH 'IC ACTIO:t (Cont 1 d , ) 

The Un1 ted St• teo rutc.ar1ne SllOOK, rppllrently on 
reconn91 uance in tl':~ vi<'inlty or }:ARCUS l !!!..A:tD, reported 
thot our tonk ror oe attack erreotively destroyed nine­
t enths of the 111rt'ace construct ion . ~he t•adlo and r al1Ar 
tower s ar e etill at •n61ng . Plane a were not visible 1n the 
air or on the ialMd , a,nd surface ve ,., aele t~ere not oeen . 
Photographs havr been taken prl or to end after the at taok , 
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COWINCH PU.I: UNITED STATES FLEET 
HJ.ADQUARTM$ Of THR COwWAND!l IN CHill' 

~·.-.vy DUA1t1"M~'(1'. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

9 a .n . 3 Se~tember 1943 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Con~ 1q ,t 

During the I!IOI'nine; of Augus~ 31st , twenty- t wo tH tchel l e, 
sixteen Avengers and thirty- tour Dauntless dive bonbers 
a ttacked VILA, KOLO~·lBAliGARA lSLAtiD. Numerous hl.ts >~ere 
sco r ed on gun emplacements , includ i ng a five-inch coastal 
battery . In additi on , a b • r ge was ecen to s XQlode . Through­
out the dey our ar tillery continued the bo~bardment of VILA . 

On August 31st, an unreported nunober of our destroyers , 
while orotscting retir ing l anding e r c ft, >rere c.tt~>ocked orr 
1/ELLA LA VELLA by eix enemy Zer~a end twelve dive bomber a . 
F'our ';l.,rhawka intercepted the e nemy planee and sh<>t cim·m 
rive dive bombers. Nona of our p lanes 1·1er e l oot . 

I n !'lve enemy r aids on VELLA Llt,VELLA during August 
31st, our antl - a ircra.ft batteries reoort ehoot1ne; do•.m four 
enemy plo.ne s . 

Groups of Japanese r eported on the northea&t coe et ~f 
1/ELLA LA\T.L~ nre b eing hunted do>m by r>ur trooos . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOU.uTPS (# THI CONWAlfDU J.N Ctn:U 

NAVY DIP.U:TW.t"l, WASKlNGTO~. D. C. 

4 p . m. 2 September 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' d .) 

/ 

/ 

On August 29th, ~n unreoorted nu mber of Nnvy Corsa irs ~ 
attacked and set on fire two e nemy bnrges e nd a small s teruo 
vessel in the vlolnlty of northea stern \~LLA LAV£LLA . 

On the early morning or AuguRt 30th, motor torpedo 
boats sank a seventy-foot loaded enemy barge north of SAKA ~ 
BAKA, e~ot coast or VELlA LAV£LLA. That night other tor pedo 
boats damaged two barges off the northel'n coP.e t of KOLOJ.!BAN-
GARA ISLAND. 

A Navy Cor • a lr shot do~n an enemy fighter plane south 
or SANTA ISABEL I SLAND on August 30th . 

At 6:30p.m . August 30t h , to ·enty-four Libera t ors drooped 
hund reds ~r bombs along the runw'\y at KAHILI , SHORTLA;JD ARF.A . 
Poor v1s1b111 ty prevented ob servotlon of results . Ab<Jut •"'"'"' 
fifty to sixty Js;>anese ple.nes attacked our bombe r s and , in "~•'' 
a. running engage ment as f ar as GANO~l%A ISLAND , thirty- six 
enemy planes wer e ahot down . We l ost one bomber and flve 
fighters. 

Two other Liberato r s f e 1led t o rea ch the KAHIL! target 
area • nd , as nn alterna tive, bombed REKATA BAY. No ant1 -
a1rc r a t't fire o1ae encountered. Report e from a coast wa tcher 
tend to subst .1nt1a ta the possibility t hat thla area wa s 
eva cuated by the enemy . · 

NE~I GEORGIA AREA (}!10UND SITUATION 

On Monday, Auguet 30th, our forces conti nued their un­
opposed advance on ARUl/DEL I SLAND and made preparations to 
shell VILA, KOLo;~J.NGARA ISLAND with 155 mm guns. 
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194::1, 

On Au8U•t 29, one or our reconnaissance planes 
engaged a Japanese bonber west or NE~ GEoRGIA . Both 
~lanes were damaged. 

On Auguet 30, a number or Liberctore contnote4 
t1 ve enemy ohip~ to the north or BOUGAIN1/ILLF. STRAIT. 
A bomb hit was scored on one or the enemy vessels . 

The foll owing aucceasee have been reported by 
our submarines. Details at present are not available. - The ~DLE reported einki ng one 

enetty Abip. Tbl e submarine operated orr 
the Jepanese Coast. 

The rr~~ACK com,leted c patrol in 
t he PHILIPPINES where abe crnk 16, 000 tons 
and damaged 14, 000 tone of enemy ah1pp1nc . 

The PIKE operating in the CAROLI NE 
ISLANDS rep~rted one tanker sunk, one carrier 
and two freighter s dam&Bed. 

The S~APPER sank an 8 , 600 ton nh!p 
moored in APRA HARBOR, GUA!! . 

Regraded Unclassified
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UNI TED STATES F'LEET 

HIADOUAAT!U OP THI CONWANDO: IN CHJ &J' 

t'J.VY DlrA.RTI4~NT. WASHINGTON, D. C. \I~ 
9 o,m. 31 August, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Con t ' d .) 

During t ho af ternoon ~f August 27th, Navy Cors~ire 
set on f i r e t wo enemy oargee and damaged a thlr~ , west or 
t he Vll.A RIVER 1-!0UTH, KOLO:IBANGARA I !OLAND . On the esme 
dny , Army Airscobr as strafed enemy bergea hidden in RI NGI 
COVE, KOLOllBANGARA ISLAND. 

During the eer lv morning of August 28th, a Navy Cor sai r , 
covered by t wo other Ooronirs , str ef ed thA parki ng nrea at 
KAHI L! a irfield, SHOl'.TLAND AREA . Ei ght enemy planes were 
seen burn ing on the field as 8 r esult ~f this attack . Ex­
plosi ons and fi r es vi sible for t wenty miles were started. 

On the early af t er noon of August 28th , t welve Army 
IH tcbelle bombed enemy pos1 tiona i n the Mrthwe ntern pert 
of SAJITA I SAOEL ISLAllD . Ei ghteen f i ghter s deetroyeci 8 
number of enemy barges and , in ftddit1on, s t r ofed hut~ and 
a possible r pd1o etat1on . 

A search plane operati ng from GUADALCANAL on the eerly 
afternoon of Auguet 28th, damaged an enemy gunboat north 
of :tEW I RELAJID, 

On August 29th, a Liberator bombed en enemy ve ssel 
t welve mile s north of KIETA, BOUGAI:lVI LLE ISLAND , Resul.ts 
were unobserved . 
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0,....,. - U N IT&D STATES 'JLEIT 

,....,, ::::.:: .. ~-: OC'lcww==-=• C.. ~ IIAW __ ._,. W.' CIL O.C. 

~~~·~ J!!; ! 9a.ll , 30 August 194;) . 

~~ £SD~U~T~H~P~A~C~ILFI~C~A~C~T~I¥0l~i~(uCQQWD~t~1 ~d~.) 
During t he nlcht ot August 27th- 28th , ~ number ot our 

motor toroedo boate were uneucceeetully at tacked by enemy 
olene e eouth or OAJlONGOA ISLAND. 
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( 

9 a .m. zq Auguct 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d . ) 

Enemy eir attacked our forces on VELLA LAVLLLA s L~ 
~ times on the 25th or August , resulting in a lose or one 

ki lled, eleven wounded. K~rine AA gunnere 1n the t erea report eho~ting down ten and ~oesibly twelve en e~y ol•nes since our forces occu~ied t he isl~~d. 

On the afternoon or th~ 25th, t hr oe enam~ •~11 oratt, possibly KTB 'e,were destr oyed by two Ki ttyhawks off the coast of CHOISCUL. 

On the afternoon of the ~6th , c hundred- r oot ate~er and two motor boats were set ~tire orr northern GONO!lGGA lSLA!ID by two KH tyhawks . 

L• te on the afternoon or August ~6th , nine Navy Lib­eratore, in sn attack on one or three enemy destro•era, scored a direct hi t with a five hundred oound bo~b . This action took place northeast or BUKA . The vessel we e last seen under way at fif t een knots . 

At abou t the eMte time, i<A:ULI , BOUGAlN'II LLE , ••as 
bocbed by fifteen Liberators. Thir ty Zero• at tac~ed the ror mP tion over t he target and f ollowed our bo~bcrs as far a s KOLCI-!BANGARA during their return rU f"ht. Twe1 ve Zeros were destroyed during the action, ~l.l U.S. planes returninc . REKATA BAY was at tacked by seven Liberatore, a large ex­
plosi on a nd tire waa observed . 

Enecy landing bargea in t he southern KOLO!:BA!'(lARA AREA were bo~bed and strafed t or the thir d ruocees1ve dey on the 25th . 
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·~1f i 9 a.m. 27 Auguo~ 194~. 
~-~ SQUT'rl PACH'IC ACTIOtl !C2nt 1 d . ) 

On Auguat 24th, four A1raeobraa atrated KAKASA on the 
southwest ooa1t or CHCISEUL . Three small fires were 
started, one barge was sunk and another d~ged. 

On Auguot 26th, Mitchells, Avengers and Dsuntleos 
planes carrie~ on their attacks on enemy barge cent~re and 
defensive posltlono l .n WEBSTER and ELLIOT COVES i n southern 
ICOLOI.ffiANGARA. Three large fires were started. 

Duri~ the afternoon of August 20th, Corsalr a, Wr r­
bawka c.nd IC1ttyhewks covered alx Liberators l .n s Slllaah a t 
the runweye at XAHILI, S60RT~ID ~~A . On the re~urn trlp 
our fli ght waa pur eued by fifty to alxty enemy !ightera. 
The Coraalre destroyed four ~r thee. 

Durin!' the same afternoon, Liberators blasted SUA''ANA1J 
POINT, R£KATA BIY, SA:lTA ISABEL I SLAND. 

On Augus t 26th, the fourth ocholon arrived at &ARAKOI~ , 
VELLA LAVEttA without sufferln~ c~eualtte•, deeoite A 
bo~blng in GIZO STRAIT while enroute. 

During the night or August 26th-26th, o~r PT boats, 
while operating 1n the sou thern end ~r KULA GUL?, c'~~ upon 
evidence or d~~ge inrlleted upon the one~y ln very recent 
ecgage-enta. A lar~e barge was ~baerved nearly subme:.§ed 
orr TUllGUIRILI POIN. on the northern shore or KOl.OllliJ.:• ... AAA, 
and another w•o round on the beach at BAIROKC HARECR, ·~w 
GEORGIA. 

tl£\o' GEORGIA GROU:lD OP!:RATI Q;JS 

The realatanoe of the enemy on ~h~ leland or NEW ogcRGIA 
has comple tely collapsed. We heve oooupied bo t h e1dea or 
BAEROKO HARBOR. Preoared positions were left i ntact on 
DRAGQ:I PENINSULA. Large quanti t1ee of food were coptured 
~• also were twenty lnrge trucks. 

On AR1HID£L ISLAliD, Just t•eet of !lEW nEORGIA ISLA'1), 
the strength of the ene :>y has not yet been de t erc;l ned , ho••­
ever, the iel~de to the south or it end to the west or 
BAANGA I SLAND have been taken over without reehtance . 
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9 a .m. 26 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI011 (Oont '<l,) 

During the night or August 23rd-24th, PT boat• from 
REIIDOVA con<5ucted various scouting t asks in the 11atere eur­
roundln~ the sout hern pert of VELLA LAVELLA and the we•tern 
side of KOLOHBA)IGARA , One j?::'OU? of four PT 1 s landed pu­
aengera at Bll.OA, VELLA LAVEL!.A. On their return trlp, 
they were bo~be<l and etr afed without caeualt1ea or damage. 
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9 a.m. 25 August, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

On Auguat 23, a little after noontime and ag~1n 
about five P.M., our tighter planea intercepted the 
enemy over VELLA LAVELLA. We destroyed nine or them 
and damaged an additional two. No oneualtiee were 
euffer ed by ue. 

At the dawn or Auguat 23, fifteen ene~y planea 
atten:pted a atrilte at MU!IOA but turned tail. l!o,•ever, 
two additional planes managed to ~neak in and drop two bombs. No pera'.lnnel casual t i es were received but e 
Corsair wee badly damaged. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

?&rte of the 25th Divi sion have extended t heir 
advance tbrough PIRIJ PI...A!lTATIO:; to a point over three 
quarters of a mile north or CUTTER POINT. Very l ittle 
enemy oppoaition wee met. A few of our art i llery gune 
are now within range ot BAEROKO HARBOR. The muddy 
condi tion of the roads hna slowed up the advance or 
o.dditional guns . On BAAIIGA ISLA.IIij) the 43rd D1vleion 
continues advancing lte patrol. No enecy opposition 
~~a been met in the laat few days . 
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9 a.m. 24 Auguat, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIF'IC ACTIQ!l ( Cont 1 d . ) 

During 21 Auguat enemy air force ma~e three 
attacks on our LST'e and surface screen at BARAKOMA, 
VELLA LAVELLA. Some damage occurred to our forces 
from near mieeee . 

On 22 August , 8 PT ' e c e.de e. de.·;llght reconnalnance 
of covet in aoutbern KOLOl~BANCIARA. In ELLIOTT COVE •t ey 
attacke~ eix enemy barges. No aaaeaament or daQ~e cou ld 
be oade due to t he heavy co~blned tire troQ the barges 
and shore . Other Covell scouted were KU!:DA and SA![B IRA. 
One ot our PT'a wae badly damaged from shor e fire and 
three or ita personne l were ki l led and s even wounded. 

During the afternoon of 22 Aupuet , Aveng ers and 
lUtchelle bombed suspected enemy staging point~ at OULA 
~~d SUPATO on the eouthweet eoant or VELLA LAVELLA. 
Target areae were thoroughly blaeted . 

SUBJ{ARJNE SINK! NGS: 

The submarine PO~lPON re turning from her t'lrat war 
patrol in the Southwest Pac1f1c r eports elnklng a 6600 
ton freighter on 21 July with three hita out of t our 
t orpedo& tired. On the same occasion abe also ~aged 
a 5700 ton freighter wlth two h1te out or rour t orpedoe 
t1red. Both of t hese &ttacka were at night . 
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Uvt DO.tJr'NDT, WASIIDtOT'Oif, D, c. 

I ) 

9 a .m. 23 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Con t 1 d ,) 

On August 21st, in the morning, eight PT'a operat ing 
o ut -:>t RE!iDOVA HARBOR, attack ed ~nd bur ned a fifty foot 
e ne my barge at TUROVILU ISLAND, >~hl eh i s off the >~est 
coset of VELLA LAVELLA . Enemy per sonnel abandoned the 
craft . 

During' the mor ning or August 21st , a flight of U. S. 
Mitchells , U.S . Airacobras e nd \iarha1•ks , p iloted by Ne" 
Zeel a n d pilots, st r ared enemy barges ln !-!ARQ.UANA BAY in 
northern VELLA LAVELL~ . TINPUTS HARBOR ln northern BOU­
GAI:lVILLE ISLAND, a.'ld TIMBALA BAY in n orthern VELLA LA VELLA . 
They also str afed e. ~<reeked barge in DOVEL! COVE and two 
old barges ln PARA SO BAY, both pl aces in VELLA LA VELLA. 
The results ~<ere not reoorted. 

' r. .~ ~~ Othe r sea rch planes sigh ted enemy barges, lsndlng on 
(...V"'" I BAANGA ISLAND, whi ch 1e Ju s t west or f·1U~DA, NE\1 GEORGIA . 

On August 22nd , PT' e at t acked eleven enemy b~rgee 
entering or leaving BAIROKO HARBOR, NE'tl GE:iRGIA ISLAND . 
In enlte of heavy fire from the barges end shore batteries, 
ms.ny hits >~ere made on the enemy vessels . ~wo of the 
barge s were re~orted damaged a nd one turned baok . 

NEVI GEORGIA GROUND OPERATI ONS 

The south end of BAANGA ISLAND has been occuoied by 
our roroee. T~<o enemy t'lve - !nch gu ns, located e t " the eoutb 
tip or the leland, have been ca~tured . 

Our pat r ols have met n o oopositlon in thei r movement 
to tile southwes t shore of BAIROKO HARBOR, tlE'tl OEORIHA ISLAND . 
These pot r ol lines are being extended to the b~rbor mouth . 
Our heavy guns are being moved up , the of ou1• 155 Howlt~ers 
are now in the vicinity or ZIETA. 

On VELLA LA'IELLA, improv ement of defense s continues end 
patrol ac t i vities are being extended. 
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I 

9 a . m. 22 August 1943 , 

SOUTH PACiriC ACTION (Cont' 1 ,) 

On the n1~ht or Auguat 2 that 8: 20p .m., eeven motor tor oedo boat e engaged six ene~y bArge s enroute from BAlROKO HARllOR, NEI~ GEORGIA to VILA, KOLO!!BANGARA ISLAND. One enemy barge w~• sunk, other s were damaged. 
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9 n. m. 21 Augus~ 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

On Augu et 18th, two Navy Coree ire encountered six Zeroe 
over KIHILI, SHORTLAND AREA, POd shot down two. All of our 
planes returned without damege. 

During the afternoon ot August 18th, ei~ht A~y Mitchelle, 
in a aweep over VELLA LA VELLA ond CHOIS£1JL ISU.!<D, bon:bed tnd 
aenk a hundred-root barge at KAXASA, south central CHOISEUL 
ISLAND. A landing craft wae damaged at PhRASO BAY, north­
eastern VELLA LAVELLA, and other bergee were strafed in the 
vicinity or TIY.BALA BAY, n~rthweat VELLA LAVELLA . 

During the late afternoon or August 19th, our aircraft 
eank the Japanese submarine I-17 (2,190 tonal, titty-tlve 
miles south-southeas t or AMAD££ LIGHT, NOIJl.!EA, NEW CALEDOlUA . 
The aubcarine wae orevlously deoth charged by a New Zeeland 
Corvette. Six enemy survivors have been recovered. 

Dur ing the nigh t or August 19th-20th , tour or our des­
troyers , in a sweep or the waterA surrounding VELLA LAVELLA 
I6LAllD end GIZO STRAIT, attacked a surfaced enemy submarine 
with unknown resulte, west or RENDOVA I SLAND. In adaition , 
two small, fest craft were sunk by gunfire or r DOVELI, north­
enstern VELLA LAVELLA. Duriny thle ooeratlon our destroyere 
were intertdttently bombed by eneoy a1rct•aft but suffered no 
damage. 

In connection with the Auguat 18th night destroyer en­
gagement mentioned in the eum#ary or August 19th, a coset 
watcher reports having eeen three Js~nese ehlpe s ink orr 
nor thern VELLA LAvt:LLA on the t Arly corning of August 18th, 
It 1e believed that eurvlvore or ~heee ehlo e e re on the 
north coast or th~ leland. 

NEW GEORGIA OROU!ID OPERATIONS 

On August 18th, the 43rd D1v1e1on pushed ahead about 
tour hundred yards on their right flank. The following day 
thle div1e1on advanced one battalion around enemy res1stence 
end moved six hundred yerde to the south , 

The 25th D1v1e1on report ed no contact with the enemy . 
The attack aga inst BAIROKO HARBOR by the 25th Division le 
scheduled ror Auguet 2let, providing the weather 1s ravorable. 
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9 a . m. 10 August 

PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d .) 

1943 . 

Upon information received !rom a na trol plene, rour or 
our destroyera intercected M equal nu••ber or enemy dee­troyers escor ting a number ~t enemy barges orr VELLA GULF. In a twenty-nine mi nu te engagement , whlch began at tlt'ty­elght minutee past Midn i ght August 18th, ~ur destroyers 
seriously demaged two enemy destroyere, one or which pro­bably sonk. The third destroyer ~as also hit , 

Due to the necessity or destroying the d1soereing enemy barges , our shi ps were unable t o concentr ate on the deetruction or the destroyers. It is probable that s number or these barges landed on the nor thea ot coast or VELLA LAVELLA. Although the enemy aurrace units were aided by eight pl~nee which dropped bombs during the action, our 
ships di d not aurrer •ny dgcage or cosualt1es. 

During the same night, three addi tiona l destroyers, one petrol crof t and three LSTs, whil e retiring south from 
BARAKOY~ . were heav i ly attacked by enemy plenee with bombs 
and tor pedoes . Two or the destroyers collided while en­gaged i n layl ng a smoke eoreen. One veooel sur~ered moder­ate dam~e to the bow. One LST burned and vas loat . Dprcoge 
to the enem7 haa not ne yet been eeterm1ned . 

On the afternoon of August 17th, dive bombers and torpedo planes attacked probable enemy gun emolecemente ?n BAANGA ISLAND end ot her nearby lalande in an atte~p t to 
destroy t hese batteries which were intermittentl y shell ing our posi tion& in the vicinity or l!UUDA. 

At 2 :45 a.m. tvo or our motor t orpedo boats attacked 
three large 3nd tlve emsller ene~y bargee one ~ile aouth­eMt o f VILA, KOLO:.IBANGA!IA ISLA!ll) , Results or thia eng~e­me nt were undete rmined. 

~EW GEORGIA GROUND SITUATION 

There 1e no eoprec1able change in the ground e1 tuat1on . 
Coordinated air and ground operati?na are in progreae to locate and destroy enemy gun• on BAANOA ISLAND end vlc1n1ty 
where no ground progress has been made . Pa trols or the 
26th Division are patrolling and other unit s are operat ing against the r oad n~rth or BAIROKO HARBOR . 
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18 August , 1943 . 

SOUTH PACI FIC ACTION (Cont 1 d .) 

NEW GEORGI A GROUND OPERATIONS . 

On August 15, elements of t he 25th divis i on 
ouehed forward t o the shore line of HATHORN SOUND nea.r 
the PIRU Plantat i on without encounteri ng serious enemy 
reei stance . The 43rd Divi s i on encounter ed strong 
opposition at BAANGA ISLAND. 

Late on August 16th, a number of shells fired by 
enemy artillery emplaced on BAANGA I SLAND and other nearby 
i s l ands !'ell in the vicinity of ~lUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. The 
enemy positions were taken under fire by our gun s. 
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v..'-r-1:! 4 p .m. 18 August , 1943. 
<:>11 '!. ... 

~ ... · SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'~ . ) 

On Auguet 15, 4 , 600 troopl including 700 ~aval 
personnel and 2300 tons or equi pment and aup~liea were 
landed at I!ARAKOHA, VELLA !.AVELLA. Through<>u t the dey 
enemy dive bo~bers end fighter planes attacked our beach­
heeds inte rmittently , Our f i ghters i ntercepted three 
of the enemy formations and shot down seventeen Zeroo 
end ten dive bombero. \(e loot two pl11.nes bu t the pilot 
of one was recovered . 

At 8 :10p .m. , August 15, 8 Corsairs i ntercepted at 
KIHII.I, SHORTLAND Area, 20 enemy planes returnln~ from 
VE!..LA LA VELLA and ehot down 5 fighterr and 2 dive bo:;>bere . 
One Corsair failed to return. Curine the same afternoon, 
11 IUtchelle b~::bed IU:KATA BAX, aA:lTA ISABEL ISLAt;D and 
etarted two fireo !n enemy eu~ly du::pa . 

At 8:54 p .m. en August 10, lihUe retiring from VELLA 
LAVELLA, 4 of our destroyers and 12 LCT ' s wer e attacked by 
an unknown number or Japanese torpedo borrbers . Althoue:h 
a number of torpedo& and b~mbe ~IBre dropped, our sh i pe di d 
not eufrer any damage . One enemy plane wae ehot dDwn . 

A Liberator bombed t he air etri n , dispersal and ounnly 
area at the BUKA Airfield during the eerl y morn1n~ ot 
Au~st 16th. Later that ~orn1ng , 9 Liberators attacked 
REKATA SAX, SA3TA ISABEL ISLA~D . 

That night 6 Navy Avengers attacked REKATA BAY and 
!lAYCOCK ISLAJll) 1n HAlllHllG STRAIT, SA.'lTA ISABEL ISLA:ID. 

On the ofternoon or August 18, heavy medium end dive 
bombers oovered by fighter planes at t Rcked enemy anti­
aircraf t defense positions and oupply ar eca at VILA, 
KOLO!ffiA!IOARA ISLAND. The KAPE HARBOR 1nstcllot1one (north­
seat or VILA) were also attacked. 

Prieonere captured on VELLA LAVELLA identified three or the deetroyera eunk in VELLA OULr in the surraoe engage­
a:ent on the n1Mt or August 6-?: KAWAKAZE, ARASHI, and 
HAGIKAZ£, A fourth un1~entif1ed deetroyer vas aleo believed 
sunk. 
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9 a.m. 18 August, 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1 d .) 

At 1 a.m. August 17, seven motor torpedo boats 
engaged rour enem7 barges and ohore batterleo orr 
B-~KO Harbor, NEW GEORGIA, with undetermined reau1te. 
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H£ADQUMTUI 011 nl& CONMAmla IN ClnV 
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1? August 19~3 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

At 11 :14 a .m. Auguet l Gth , a Ventura medlum bomber 
engaged a new type tour-engine J~pnne ee flying boat in 
the vlaln1ty of VAITUPU I SLAND, ELLICE ISLAND GROUP . 

In the engage~ent that followed our plane was con­
siderably ehot up. Damage to the enemy plane was not 
de t ermined. 

- 492 -

Regraded Unclassified



COWINCH FilA 

• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIA.DQUA.TIU CW THI C0MMAI'IDU 11'1 CtfiU 
'I'AVY DIPAITVLVf. WAIIIING'TQ.'It. D. C. 

9 a .m. 16 August 1943 , 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont ' d .) 

The Uberty oh1p, ~~ . E: . DeYoung, wat toruedoed f orty 
mile a MUth or TO!:GATABU. Aaa1at11Jlce ~'" been dee.,r tc))ed 1n order to tow the vaeee1 to port . 
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9 a .m. 16 Augus t 1943, 
SOUTH PACIPIC ACTI ON (Cont 1d.) 

14th, twel ve Aveng•ra , in pa1ro, bombed various targets i n t he REKATA BAY AREA. 

Our motor torpedo boats, engaged in transporting one company of Army troops to VELLA LAVELLA, auata1ned a severe bocib i ng and atrat'ing attack by ene111y planea. Two boots were damaged ~d aome casualtie s ouftered , 
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9 a .m. 15 August 194~. 
SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd .) 

At 10:0? a .m. August 13th, twelve Army Mitchells attacked REJCATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND. Due to poor visibi l ity, result s or the attack were unobserved. 
At about the same time , twenty-two Navy Avengers and thirty-one dive bomber s, t ogether with nine Flying Fortreseea, bocbed VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. All our planes returned, a lthough seven ve r P- slightly damaged by enemy airoratt fire . 

Late in the afternoon or August 13th, thirteen or our fighters intercepted thirty Zeros over MUNDA. One Zero was shot down . All or our ~lanes returned. 
At ?:13 p.m. August 13th, eight Army Liberatore bombed enemy positions on the south side or SALLALE !SUUID with unobeerved reeul ta. Our bombers were attacked several times by two enemy night fighters, one or which wae possibly shot down . 

During the once evening, three Army Liberatore bocbed enemy positions 1n the REKATA BAY AREA, SMITA ISABEL I SLAUD, an.S VI LA, KOLO:.(SANGARA JSL AND, with un­obeerve.S results . 

At ?:20 p . m. August 13t h, thirteen A~r Li berators boltbed the south end or the KIHILI strip , SHORTLA!:D AREA. Results or t his attack were unobserved. Four or our bombers exchanged tire wi th two enemy night fighters . No damage waa sustained. 

A Navy patrol plane (PBY) encountered a four-engine bomber over HOWLAND ISLAND at 11 :4~ p .m. August 13th . Al­though our plane was damaged, lt succeeded in re turnlng to its baee. 

On the night or August 13th, enemy planes eame in behlnd a tlight of our bombers re turn i ng to GUADALCANAL t<nd aanl< the naval t ransport , J OHN PENN, vlth bombe ~<ncl. t or pedo. 

Dur ing the n1ght and early morni ng of Augus t 13th­
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9 n.m , 14 Augus t 1943, 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTI ON (Cont 1 d,) 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

The l ett flank o f the Twenty-Firth Division, ad­
vancing agai nst BAIROKO, overcame immediate enemy re­
sietance and advanced fifteen hundred yards . The right 
f lank is in posi tion sou theast or BAIROKO. 

A patrol from the Forty- Thi r d Division was repulsed 
aftsr encountering heavy enemy f ire on BAANGA I SLAND, 
just northwest of !·lUNDA POil\'T . 
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9 a .m. 14 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

During the night or August l Oth, our motor to~edo 
boats probabl y sank one or two small enemy auxi liaries 
encountered close to the shoreline of southwestern 
KOLO:ffiAN GARA ISLAND. 

Five Army Liberatore bombed enemy posi t i ons i n the 
REKATA BAY AREA, SANTA ISABEL ISLAND on August 11th. 

On the same day, seven Liberators bombed and 
strafed two smell enemy cargo vessels north or NEW 
IRELAND . A number or bombs were observed to f all close 
to one or these shi ps . 

On Augus t llth, the SS MATHEW LYONS was torpedoed 
by an enemy submarine seventy miles orr CAPE CUHBERLAND, 
ESPIRITU SANTO. The vessel was able to reach port tho 
following day. 

During the night or August 11th- 12th, our mo tor 
torpedo boats at t acked a large enemy barge off south­
east VELLA LAVELLA. The barge was l eft beached with 
no apparent eigne or life aboard. 

At 12:15 p.m . August 12th, twenty- five ·Army Libera­
tors, escorted by t hirty fighters, at tacked the KI HILI 
airdrome (SHORTLAND AREA). Considerable damage was 
shown by photogr aphs taken during the attack . Twenty 
enemy planes were obeerved burning on the ground and 
eight others in the vicinity probably damaged. 

Our planes, retiring af t er the attack, were set 
upon by thirty enemy r i ghters . In the ensuing engage­
ment, slaven enemy planes wer e shot down. We lost two 
planes but one pi l ot was recovered. 

At dusk, August 12th, three squadrons or Army Lib­
eratore a ttacked KIHILI , SHORTLAND AREA. 

Enemy positions i n the REKATA BAY AREA, SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND, were haraeaed throughout ~he morning and 
ni ght or August 12th-13th, by halt-hourly bombing 
attacks. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HubOu....._. or 'I'D co.owro.. Dl CKIIr 
1L\ft DD.una:wT, WADJ»>TOW, 0, C. 

9 a .m. 12 August 1943. 

SOUTR PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

During the ni~~t of Auguet 7th-8th, the United Statea 
destroyer, BUCRANAN, attacked and probably sank an enemy 
eubu.rine north of ESPIRITU SAilTO ISLAND. 

On the night of August 9th- l Oth, United Sta tes des­
troyers, on a sweep or VELLA OULr, contacted four Japanese 
barges close to t he shore and sank two or them. 

On the morning or August 9th, twenty- two Army Libera­
tore heavily bombed VILA, KOLO:o!BANGARA ISLAND. A large 
fire wee started in the vicinity or the landing etrlp. 
Later that ~orning, ten Army Mitchells aga in bowbed VILA. 

On the morning of August 9th, thirty- five Navy dive 
bombers, escorted by Wildcats, attacked BAIROKO, NEW 
GEORGIA. 

At 3:30p . m. August l Oth, fourteen o f our fighters 
intercepted an enemy force of about fifty fighters and 
low level bombers over the RENDOVA-NEW GEORGIA AREA . 
Two Zeros were shot down . We lost one plane but the 
pilot wae recovered. 

In the forenoon of August llth, five Army Liberatore 
bo~bed the REKATA BAY AREA, S~~TA ISABEL rs~~D. Numerous 
hits were eoored among enemy inetallatione. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

Our troops advanci ng from the south towards BAIROKO, 
bave contacted elements or our toroee operating from 
ENOGAI. 

The lett flank of our advAnce from the south ls 
seven thousand yards north northwest of MONDA and baa 
encount ered fron t al ree1s t anoe. The right flank has 
reached the BAIROKO RIVER, four thousand yards south~aat 
of BAIROKO HARBOR. 
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HIADQUAJtTIRS 01' Till. CO.MMAHUIA IN CIUIP s E c Ri! T MVY D•PAOTMJU<T, WASII,.CTOS, •• c:. 

.,.));~ E 9 o..m. 11 March, 1943. 
~..!- -I 
~ SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Oont 1d.) 

The sub=ar1ne sc~~. re~rn1ng !roo patrol 1n the 
BISHARCK ARC'ti iPELAGO area reports a1nk1ng an enee~y aub­
mar1ne or the I class on July 27th. On July 26th a 
large tanker wa• damaged. 
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IHCADOUAII.TIII 0, T H6 C0MWA.'WJUt 1,. (HII~P 

NAVV DII'AITMIDlT. WASHL'IOGTOH. Q. C. 

I 
\\/ 

4 p.m. lO Auguet 1943 . 1 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d,) 
Early on the morning or August 8th, twenty-tour Dauntless and twelve Avengera, covered by thirty-one Coreaire, bombed ~necy positi ons at VtLA, KOLO!:SANGA..".A ISLAND. 

Hits were obeerved on targets. There was intense anti-a! rcrart tire, aa a resul t or which, one plane vaa hit. All our planes returned. 

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQUAJtT'IQ or Til& C0JroU4A)rlUIA IN CttiK' 
NAvY Dlf'ARTWB.,..-r, WAlii.I I'OCTOfol, O. C. 

9 a . m. 10 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTIOK (Cont 1 d ,) 

A f orce ot twelve Avengera and eighteen Dauntleae 
planes, on the afternoon ot Auguat 8th, attacked enemy 
poa1t1on8 1n the VILA A.'U:A or KOLOY.BAIIGARA ISLAND, 
followed by a flight ot Mitchell• eecorted by a large 
force of Corea1ra, Lightnings and A1racobras. Nume rous 
hi t s were reported. 

Twelve or the Corsair s strafed a fuel dump at REKATA 
BAY on the return fl i ght, setting it otire. No U.S. 
planes were loat. 
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HIADQUARTUS OF THB COMWAN"DXIt IN CHIIF 
)fA\'Y OI"PARTM&HT, WASHifoiOTON, I>. C, 

4 p.m. 9 August 1943. 

SQUTH PACIPIC ACTION (Oont'd. ) 

On 7 Auguat, in the morning, a rligbt or Warhawke, 
Corsairs and ~ombera ~oa~ed tho har~or entrence and 
cont1guoue waters at BAlROKO HARBOR, !lEW G£~!\GlA ISJ..AllD. 
Pires were started and anti -aircraft batteries were 
silenced. No at t empt ••as made to intercept our planea. 
One dive bomber was lost on the retu rn flight , 

On the attsrnoon of 7 August, thirty to sixty Zeros 
and bombers were over RENDOVA ISLAND, NE'N GEORGIA. A 
number or bombs were dropped on LUMBARI, KOKORANA end 
BARABUNI IS~~os. On the ene=Y' s lsat run, we lost five 
men and one Jsp prisoner when bombs tell on the 17th 
Pield H?ep1tal. 

Our anti-alrcrart defenses destroyed three bo~ers. 

Eight Warhawke, rour or whi ch were pi loted by the 
Royal New Ze~land Air Poree, and rour U.S. Army Kittyhawks, 
i ntercepted the Zeros . 

The Warhawks de stroyed three or the Zeros. All our 
plane s returned earely. 
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~ HIADOUAJn"'U 01' THI CONNAJI'tlca Of OlrU s E:~t:. ,.. ... AJT>WIT, WASIUHGlOO<,D.C. 

~~~ 9 a . m. 9 August 1943. 

"' o•~ SOUTH PACiriC ACTION (Coot 1d , ) 

On 6 August, dur 1n8 the afternoon, a f~rce or r ly1ng 
Fortresses, Liber ator e , M1tohelle , Avengers, D:u otlees and 
Corsa1r o bombed enemy bases at R~KATA BAY, SANTA ISABEL 
ISLAND . 

H1to were scor ed on the camo and dump areas ?n PAPATURA 
FA ISLAND, PAPATURA ITE ISLA~lD nod ?n SI KATUA F'AIS, 

It 1s reported that the anti-aircraft 1nstallatlons 
were eomoletely ~~ocked out. One of our Dauntless planes , 
enroute to the target, wae reported ~traing of~ the aouth 
tip of SA:ITA ISABt:L ISLA!:D , 
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HIADQUAJ:T!ItS OP 1"HR CONWAHI)Jl:R IN CHfiP 

s.JB'~ E 1 D&I'AJtT'MJNT. WAJIIINOTON. D. c:. 

4'11 ~ 9 o .m. 8 August 1943, 

I 

.. / 
SQUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont 1d.) 

At 11:35 p.m. August 6th, A taek group or slx United 
States deetroyere engaged an enemy group or one light 
cruiser Md three destroyers in VELLA GULF, NEW OEORGIA. 

In an action >~bleb lasted one hour, our deatroyera 
attacked with torpedoes and gunfire and definitely sank 
three or the enemy ahlpe, including the cruiser. There 
le a poea1b111ty that all four or the enemy ships were 
sunk, Our force did not suffer any eeeualt l es . 
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UN I TED STAT ES FL E ET 

UJADOUAJtTP.Jt.S OV T!Ut COMMANDJ!It lN CIUF.Y 

ET2f'AR'TMIU•'T, WASHI.NGTON, D. c. 

9 a.m. 7 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

Our motor torpedo boa t s have been acti ve in the rss­
t rloted water s of cent r al NEW GEORGIA. A nu~ber of Japsneoe 
barges have been attacked end at least two were sunk north­
west or MUNDA on the night of August 3rd and 4th. In 
addition , a ni nety or one hundred foot enemy vessel was 
sunk by motor torpedo boats south of V~~GA VANGA (west 
coast of KOLO!·!BANGARA ISLAND). 

On August 5th, ten Army Liberators attacked REKATA 
BAY, SANTA ISABEL IS~~D . Resul tA of this att ack were not 
reported. 

At 5: 15p . m. August 5th, seven Army Mitchells, es­
cor ted by sixteen Navy Corsai r s , attacked pos sible enemy 
barge a on the northwest coast o! GI ZO ISLAND. In addition, 
targets along the shoreline were stre.ted and light caliber 
f i r e was silenced . 

Later, a t 5:30 p .m. these planes attacked the ',jEBSTER 
COVE AREA , KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND and strafed two enemy 
barges. Results were unobserved. 

The submarine, PETO, returning from patrol of the NEW 
BRITAIN AREA, reports as f ol l ows: 

On June 23rd, sank a two thousand ton 
Naval auxiliar y two hundred and ei ghty­
five mi les nor th northeast or KAVIENG, 
;rew I RELAND . > 

On July 7th , damaged a ten thousand -­
ton e scorted enemy tanker, two hundred 
and seventy- five mi les northwest of 
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. 
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COWJHat FtU< oll UNITED ST ATES FLEET 
~ HJ.A.DQUAHIIf 0, THI Q)MMANOII IN CIU!P s E T'.WY DII'ARTWI:NT. WASHJ!'iCTOK', D, C'~ 

·, 9 a . m. 6 August 1943. 

q'\'t, SOUTH PACIF'IC ACTION (Cont 1d .) 

NE\~ GEORGIA GROUND OPFRATIONS 

XUNDA WI>B captured by our t r oops at 3:00p . m. August 
oth, Cleaning up or isolated pockets of resistance to the 
north cont1nues. Contact le expected ~<1th larger enemy 
forces to the north or !·lUNDA. To date, one thousand six 
hundred and seventy- one Japanese a re known to have been 
killed and twenty-eight captured , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

At 10:05 a.m . August 4th, sixteen Navy Corsai r s 
attacked the POPORANG CHANNEL AREA (southeast coast of 
SHORTLAND ISLAND). Seven enemy float planes were des­
troyed, two barges se t on fire, one barge dameged, end 
a small boat sunk . In addition, eight fires were started 
in the dock and supply area on the POPORANG side or the 
channel. 

Between 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a . m. August 4th, twel ve 
out of eighteen enemy Zeros were destroyed over RENDOVA, 
NE•.; GEORGIA in engagements wi th Navy Corsa irs, Wildcats 
and Army Warhawke. One Warhawk alone accounted for four 
enemy planes. We lost two Wildcats. 

During the morn ing of August 4th, strong f ormat i ons 
of Army Mitchells and Navy dive bombers, supported by 
Army and Navy fight ers, attacked enemy positions in the 
OORASAI- KINDA AREA, northwest of l~UNDA, A number ot 
large and small fires were observed i n the target area. 
No U.S. losses were sust a ined. 
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COMII<CKPILa UNITED STATES FLEET 

S 
~ _ ~ARTUS Of' TlUt C0MWANO!A !N 0U£P 

-~ ""~ I NAVV DIPAI.TMU."'T, WASHIJ<o'GTON, D. c. 

t"'"l;r'fi !i. I 9 a.m. 5 August 1943. 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.l 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

By August 4th, our right flank advanced to the waters' 
edge, a1x hundred yards north of GURASAI, and completed 
the encirclement or the enemy at MUNDA. Japanese res1e- · 
tanee was desperate. Many or the enemy were killed. 

Troops to the north have been alerted to prevent an 
enemy break through and retreat. 
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c:o'"""" Plu UNITED STATES FLEET c-~E -pDcwAJtTBU M T ll8 COMMA.'IDU IN CHl!P 
~......... I ~A\IY DIPA.Imo(e.'IT, WAStn:-GTOI'o', D. c. 
,.f- 9J't "' 

\~·J•t Q.!!! 1 4 p.m. 4 August, 

SOUTH PAOiriC ACTION (Oont'd.) 

1943. 

The submarine GUARDriSH reports s1nk1ng on 13 June 
a 4,000 ton enemy cargo veesel e1ghty-f1ve miles north, 
northwest ot RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. 
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COWII«:HPII.& 1" UNITED STATES FLEET 

S 
C' 1~ T H_uDQUA.M:Tus o, nt:t: COMWAxora JH CHnt, 
~ ~ KAVY Dti'AitTMittn', WAJHJ:-<G"TON, D. C. 

'i$..~J/I- £ 1! !; ! 9 a.m • . 4 August, 1943 . 

1.. SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION ( Oont 1 d.) 

NEY GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

On August 2nd, the lett flank of the 43rd Divi sion 
r eached the eastern end of the !lunda ai rfield while the 
right fle.nk occu!'ied the north- eastern pa.rt of Biblo 
Hill . 

The 37th Divi sion i n posi t ion on the nor th side of 
our Munda l i ne advanced along the entire f ront. Enemy 
opposition stiffened pr ogressively during the day . 

Our forces operati ng in the Enogai Area will attempt 
to prevent t he enemy's escape by closing tbe nort hern 
exit from Munda. 
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cowJNCH Fl l.l , UNITED STAT ES FLEET 

S ~ 
.... :, H<Al>OUAJI'fBRS OF T HO COMMAND£• IN Cl<JBP 

eA~A~T)I81"1T. WASJ I.I.SC:TO~. D. C. 

~~~t:& -- ! 9 a . m. 3 Augus t 1943 • ..... 
u'Oil NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIO!<S (Coot 1 6.. ) 

I. right of the Divis1on moved ahead about !'ive hundred 
yards . 

The 37TH DIVISI ON in position on the right, or 
north end or our !lUNDA line, advanced its left about 
two hundred yards , while the right moved up five hundred 
yards. 

Considerable material has been captured and enemy 
resistance is notably lese. In view of i ndications of 
a possible withdrawal by the enemy, our troops prepared 
f or a vigorous attack along the entire line on August 
2nd. 
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COWJNCH Flu .~ UNITED STATES FLEET 

S ~
aa !::' T DQUAITf.JtS 01' TH£ C0MMANO£Jt IN OUitP 

~Pl E;;. !oo'AVY D!l'AITWI!!oo'T. WASIU~CTO~·. D. C. 

~ ri! _ S l1 ! 9 a.m. 3 August, 1943. 
A4 \It ,.. . SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

During the morning or August 2nd, t welve Army 
Mitchells and six Army Fortresses, escorted by twenty­
nine fighters, bombed the BAIROKO HARBOR AREA. A large 
explosion and a number or fires were started. 

During the afternoon or August let, eighteen Navy 
Avengers and eleven Navy di ve bombers, covered by fifty­
five fighters, attacked enemy shipping at KIHILI, SHORT­
LAND AREA. One large enemy cargo vessel, or transport , 
wae eet on fire and a tanker damaged. In additi on, eight 
enemy barges were sunk. 

Upon the return flight, the fighter escort was at­
tacked by about twenty-five to t hirty Zeros . One Zero 
wae shot down and one or our f i ghter planes 1a missing. 

At about the same t i me that our diva bomber s were 
attacking enemy shipping, twenty Army Liberatore, escorted 
by thirty-two fightero, heavily bombed the KAHILI airdrome. 
Six tires were started. Photographs showed a number or 
planes damaged. 

During the evening of July 31st, two enemy planes 
raided, without damnge , RENDOVA, NEW GEORGIA. One raider 
was shot down. 

The f ollowing morning, a number of enemy dive bombers 
again attacked our positions at RENDOVA, NEW GEORGIA 
wi thout damage . Two or the dive bombers were shot down . 
The fo llowing at'ternoon dive bomber s , escorted by Zeros, 
dropped bombs over RE~DOVA HARBOR . One enemy dive bomber 
waa seen to oraah. Damage to our installations, if any, 
has not been r eported. 

During the afternoon of August 2nd, twelve Army 
Mitchells and eight Army Liberatore, wi th fighter escort, 
bombed enemy supply dumps at WEBSTER COVE, south coast of 
KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND. A number of fires were started. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

The left flank, or southern end of our J.!UNDA line, 
1a manned by the 43rd DIVISION. Thi s Division pushed 
forward on 1te left about twelve hundred yards to within 
approxi mately two hundred yarde of the air strip. The 
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HtADQUAKTlJIS OF Tll.ll COWMANDBR IN ClOD' 

,~c\J>&• ~ Q E •T rAllTM!NT, WASHJNCTOs. o. c. 
"1>•\~E<~.irr :J. 

1 
9 a.m. 2 August, 1943. 

~\· 

' 
SOUTH PAC I FIC ACTION (Cont'd.) 

At 7:66a. m. July 31st, thirty-four Navy Avengers , 
escorted by fifty-one fighters, bombed ensmy positions 
on MUNDA, NEW GEORGI A. A direct hit was scored on a 
40 mm gun position. Thirty Zeros attempted t o intercept, 
and , in the ensui ng engagement, t>ro of our f ighters were 
shot down . One pilot was recovered. 

During the afternoon or July 31st, formation s ot 
Army Fortrssses, Navy Avengers and Navy Dauntless dive 
bombera, escort ed by s ixty-four fighters, subJ ected 
VILA, KOLOMBANGARA ISLAND to a heavy bombing . Bomba 
were dropped i n the bivouac area north of the VILA landing 
etrlp and in the STANMORE PLANTATION AREA. All of our 
planes returned, 

At 9:45 a . m. August 1st, eight een Navy Dauntl ess 
dive bomber s and eighteen Navy Avenger s , escorted by 

/' twel ve Army Warhawks and sixteen Navy Corsairs , at tacked 
V MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA. A muniti ons dump wa e bl own up end 

a gun silenced. No U. S. 1osaee were- sustained. 
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August 1943, 

SOUTH PACiri C ACTION (Cont 1 d , ) 

The ~bmarine, GROUPER, reported tha t she was damaged 
by friendly aircraft, i n a poeition about one hundred and 
eighty-five miles southwest of the RUSSEL I SLANDS, at 
0620X 30 July, This, apparently, 1s the eame attack as 
that which wa s reported in this morni ng's summary . 

The GROUPER sust ained damage to her torpedo tubes 
and sound gear and is, at present, enroute to her base. 

The submarine, ALBACORE, returned from patrol and 
reported as tollowe: 

July 12th, possibly damaged a 3,700 ton 
cargo veoeel three hundred and fifteen 
miles northwest of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. 

J uly 19th, damaged a 4, 500 ton transpor t 
two hundred and twenty mile s north north­
west of KAVIENG, NE\i IRELAND. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H EADQUARTERS OF TliE Co!IU..4A.~OJ!R IN CUI8F s St~R ET""'""""'.,.· WASHINGTON, D. C. 

~~~tl! 9 a.m. 1 August 1943. 
~~ 

SOUTH PACIFIC ACTION (Cont' d . ) 

A~ ?:22 a:m. July 30th, one or our eearch planes 
sighted, attacked and probably damaged a submarine one 
hundred and e1ghty-:1'1 ve miles southwest of the RUSSEL 
I SLANDS. 

At 2:30p . m. July 30th, thirty- six Navy Avengers, 
escorted by sixteen Navy Wildcats , attacked enemy posi­
t i ons on MUND~, NEW GEORGIA. A number of hits were 
scored. 

During the same afternoon, nine Army Liberatore, 
escort ed by sixty-two f i ghters, bombed BALLALE I SLAND 
and s tarted a number of f ires along the runway. 

During the night of July 30th and 31st, motor t or­
pedo boats sank a hundred foot auxiliary vessel off the 
southwestern coast of KOLO!ffiANGARA ISLAND. 

NEW GEORGIA GROUND OPERATIONS 

On the MUNDA front during July 30th, some progress 
was made by our troops along the south flank and in the 
center or the l i ne. Apparent l y, Japanese reinforcements 
have arrived in this area. During July 30th, no advance 
was made on the north flank. 

Re·ports from our forces operating in the ENOGAI AREA 
i ndi cate that our troops have commenced aggressive patrol-
1ng to deterr1ne enemy d1spos1tione and routes to the 
BAIROKO-MUNDA trai l. It is further re·l~rted that the 
enemy has adopted a passive defense i n. that area, showing 
no inclination to counter- attack. 

There are indications that ~be J apanese have concen­
trated forces in considerable strength at VORl on the 
north tip of GANONGGA ISLAND . 
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