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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

4t 10130 a.m., 26 February, the shipping and supply areas at VUNAFCPE,
NEW BERITAIN, were attacked by 52 dive bombers and 22 torpedoe bombers, escorted
by 59 fighters. Hits were scored on about eight enemy barges and on buildings
and warehouses. Antiasireraft fire shot down one dive bomber and damaged two
others, Later, an unreported number of Mitchells and Liberators again attacked
the area and destroyed piers, barges and warehouses, BElght bombers were dam-
aged by antiaireraft fire. VUNAPCPE was again attacked, after ncon of the same
day, by 17 Lightnings. A number of fires were started. Enemy installations
and personnel at RAPOPO were also attacked. Results were not reported.

On 27 February, reconnalssance planes bombed RONGELAP, UTIRIK and MEJIT,
MARSHAIL ISLANDS. Results were not reported.
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On 25 February, an Army Liberator bombed KUSAIE. Hesults were not
reported,

During the night of 25-26 February, a reconnaissance plane bombed KESSA
PLANTATION, northwest BUEA JSLAND, and destroyed two bulldings which may have
been warshousas., COun positions at MOTUPENA POINT, west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
were also bombed, Three or four loaded barges in the south JABA RIVER were
strafed with unreported results.

On 26 February, a reconnaissance Ventura sank a 150-foot freighter in the
vieinity of DUKE CF YORK ISLANDS.

On 26 February, 4 Corsairs sank one barge, set on fire ancther and strafed
a third of f the DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS. 12 Adracobras strafed enemy personnel and
installations along the scuth and southwest coast of BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Between 10:25 a.m., and 11315 a.m., 26 February, 12 Avengers supporting
ground troops, bombed enemy cencentrations near the SAUA RIVER, central west
coast BOUGAINVIIIE ISLAND. It was reported that the target area was well
covered.

Due to weather, four missions unable to reach RABAUL attacked VUNAFCPE
as an alternate target. Results were not reported.

At 12:25 p.m., 26 February, & Venturas dropped seven tons on the TAHOA
runway area, Antiaireraft fire encountered was moderate but inaccurate.

Eleven tons were released on the WOTJE runway area by 12 Mitchells, at
10:59 a.m., 27 February. A large explosion was cbserved. No antiaircraft lire

was ancountered.

it 9105 a,m., 27 February, 12 Warhawks released four tons of bombs on MILIE
runways and strafed enemy small craft in the area, Meager antiaireraft fire was
encountered.

1 The submarine TANG, in a patrol northwest of SAIPAN, sank one large naval
\llg| I| tanker, one ammunition ship and three freighters for a total of 40,000 tons,
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Although heavy fire from the beach and barges was encountered, only one boat
sustained damage,

The submarine DARTER, returning from patrol of the TRUK-KAVIENG convoy
route, reported damaging a 7,500 ton freighter.

Regraded Unclassified
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Eneny shipping at KUSAIE was attacked by four Navy Liberators at 8:31
a.m,., 24 February. One 1500 ton freighter was sunk and a 100 ton escort ves-
sel damaged. Adjacent shore installations were strafed. All our planes were
alightly damaged by antiaircraft fire. Later, at 12:10 p.m., 11 Army Liberators
relsased 19 tons of bombs on the KUSAIE shore installations. Hits were scored
on barracks, radio station and the whar{ area.

At 10:45 a.m., 24 February, 5 Venturas dropped six tons of bombs on WOTJE.
On 25 February, 9 Mitchells dropped 6% tons on WOTJE runways. No antiaireraft
fire was encountered. The following day, at 10:42 a.m., 9 Mitchells let fall
9 more tons of bombs on the runways, No antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Between 11:17 a.m., and 5:20 p.m., 24 February, 17 Liberators released
25 tona of bombs on the barracks area on RMIDJ, The followlng day, at 9:20 a.m.,
12 Dauntless and 1 Warhawks attacked JALUIT shore installations with 13 tons
and started a number of fires, On 26 February, at 7:55 a.m., 11 Warhawks bombed
TINIET ISLAND, JALUIT, with 53 tons and started a number of fires. A 35-foot
enemy boat was strafed and destroyed. No antiaircraft fire was encountered.
One plane failed to return.

it 2:00 p.m., 2 February, 12 Mitchells released 12 tons of bombs on TAROA.
No enemy antiaircraft fire was encountered. The following day, at 10:25 a.m.,
2 Venturas dropped two more tons and the next day, at 11:15 a.m., 5 Venturas
bombed the runways and radio station. Moderate and heavy antlaircraft fire was

encountered.

At 1:05 p.m., 2 February, 4 Warhawks, in a sweep over MILLE, strafed a
mumber of small eraft. No antiaircraft fire was encountered. On 26 February,
at 5336 z.m., two Mitchells dropped two tons on MILLE and later two more tons.

All our planas returned.

At 10:33 a.m,, 26 February, 24 Liberators struck PONAFE with 30 tons of
bombs. Hits were scored on the dock area, seaplane base, hangar and fuel stor-
age installations. A medium freighter was damaged. Intense and heavy antiair-
eraft fire damaged three of the bombers.

During the night of 24 February, an unreported nurber of our destroyers
bombarded enemy installations at KOKOPO and LESSON POINTS, northeast NEW BRITAIN.
A number of fires were startad.

During the night of 26 February, an unreported mmber of motor torpedo boats
intercepted five enemy barges, loaded with supplies and men, off the southwest
coast of BOUGAINVILIE, Two of the enemy barges were sunk. Two of the remaining
thres barges were subsequently strafed and set on fire by a cooperating plane.
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On 25 February, enemy installations on BUKA ISLAND were strafed by an
unreported number of Corsairs. Antiaireraft fire damaged one Corsair, which
subsequently crashed off TOROKINA, WEST BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. On the same
day, 6 Airacobras bombed MONOITU and the AIRARA Area, southwest BOUGAINVILLE
ISIAND. Results wers not cbserved.

At 10150 a.m., 25 February, 18 dive bombers and 12 torpedo bombers
attacked enemy positions northeast of PIVA, between the LARUMA and TOROKINA
RIVERS, west BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Later, at 11:40 a.m., 18 dive bombers and
12 torpedo bombers again bombed the area. The target area was well covered.

At 11:30 a.m. 25 February, 18 Mitchells dropped 27 tons of bombs on anti-
aireraft positions at MATUPI, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. A considerable amount
of smoke was observed. Six Mitchells, at the same time, struck RAPAPO, RABAUL
Area and scored hits on the runway and the southwest revetments. Antiaircraft
fire dsmaged 9 Mitchells, The fighter escort of 16 Corsairs saw no enemy planes.

At 11:45 a.m. 21 Liberators, escorted by 17 Lightnings, dropped 76 tons
of bombs on RAPAPO. Hits were scored on the southwest dispersal area, the run-
way and west taxiway. Two Liberstors were damaged by intense antiaireraft fire.
No enemy planes were encountered.
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During the afterncen of 24 February, 11 Corsairs set en fire a 60-foot
enemy barge off west NEW IRELAND, and possibly damaged another. On the same
afternocon 14 Lightnings bombed VUNAPOFE, NEW ERITAIN. A number of small fires

wars started.

During the night of 24-25 February, & reconnaissance plane dropped bombs
cn DUKE OF YORE ISLAND. Results were unobserved,

No enemy activity was cbserved on EAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND during reconnalssar
on 25 February, One 300 pound bomb was dropped, but no damage was cbserved.

The submarine TAMBOR, operating in the EAST CHINA SEA, reported as follows)

29 Jan, - sank one 7,000 ton freighter.

3 FPeb, - pank cma 8,500 ton freighter
and one 9,500 ton tanker.

12 Feb, - sank one 5,000 ton freighter.

The submarine GRABACK reported sinking two Marus, tonnage unknown, on 25
February, northeast of FORMOSA. .

The submarine DACE damaged a 10,000 ton tanker on 26 January about 345 mile
southwest of THUK.
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On the afterncon of 23 February, uninown number of light bombers,
sttacked and silenced a number of enemy guns at KURAIO MISSION, northwest
TCROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, During the day, an unreported number of
Liberators struck at the and bivouac area, upper SAUA RIVER, EAST
TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Light bombers also strafed BONIS, where
antiaircraft fire damaged and forced oms Warhawk to land on the water. Two
enemy barges in EAST MATCHIN BAY were destroyed.

During the afternoon of 23 February, an unreported number of Mitchells
bombed the dispersal and runway areas at KERAVAT, NEW BRITAIN. VUNAEANAU
was also bombed and a large fire started. An unreported number of light bombers
struck VUNAPOPE on the same day. Two large fires were started,

During the night of 23-24 February, RABAUL was harassed by fifteen 100
pound bombs. No sntiaircraft fire was encountered.

On 2, February 3 Adraccbras destroyed five huts at SOUTH PIANO MISSION,
southwest interier BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Four other Airacobras bombed villages
in the vieinity of BONIS, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

At 9135 a.m., 24 February, 60 Dauntless dive bombers and 22 Avengers,
escorted by 32 Corsairs, 16 Warhawks and 11 Hellcats were unable to reach
VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, due to bad weather. As an alternate target,
VUNAPOFE was bombed. Numerous fires and explosions were cbserved. An ammuni-
tion dump was exploded and other installations dsmaged. No enemy planes werse
encountersd., Meagre and inaccurate antiaireraft fire demaged threes Dauntless.

At 10140 a.m. 24 February, 6 Mitchells, escorted by 19 Corsalrs, unable
to reach VUNAKANAU, due to weather, bombed RABAUL TOWN as an alternate target.
Four of our planes were slightly dmaged by antiaircraft fire. No enemy
planes were encountered, All our plmes returned.

On 24 February, 2i Liberators, unable to reach VUNAKANAU, due to weather,
attacked CAFE ST. GEORGE, NEW BRITAIN. Results wers undetermined.

At 10323 a.=m. 24 February, 10 Mitchells bombed TOBERA, NEW BERITAIN. Due

to clouds, results were uncbserved. On the same day, & other Mitchells bombed
KERAVAT, with uncbserved results.
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strikes consisted of one Avenger, four fightera and another plane.
A preliminary tabulation indicates:
ENEMY PLANES DESTROYED BY:
By surface AL fire: 19
By our planes in Air:

30
’)/ U On ground: _%

EMNEMY SHIFS
Sunik - 2
Burning - 2

It is reported that this preliminary estimate of damages suffered by
the enemy is conservative. During the retirement, no attacks were suffered
R during the night, however, during the afternocon of 23 February, our combat air
\\pnt.rnl shot down one bomber.

o The submarine HAKE, returningfrom a patrol in the Pacifie, reports that
ﬁf'm 12 January, after an all day chase, she sank an enemy troop ship. On 24
/" Jamuary she damaged a large tanker of a t ip escorted convoy. On 1 February,
she sank an enemy bransport, an enemy fr ter and damaged another freighter of
a three-ship escorted convey. On 10 February, early in the evening, she damaged
one medium freighter. Summarizing, she reports sinking a tonnage of 16,472 and

g \\dm.ging 18,000 tons of enemy shipping.

Regraded Unclassified
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The submarine GRAYBACK, im a preliminary report, indicates that she
has sunk and damaged enemy surface ships for a total of 44,000 tons.

On 23 February, north of CHICHIJIMA, the submarine SNCCK reports aink-
a 6,000 ton enemy freighter.

GREEN ISLAND STTUATION

Various nests of the enemy are being cleaned up in the islands of
this group. It is reported that the fighter strip will be ready to receive
on 2 March, one fighter sguadron.

4 report from the commanding officer Task Force 58, which struck TENIAN,
SATPAN and GUAM, indicates that the enemy was first contacted and already
alerted on the afternoon of 21 February. Throughout the night and early fore-
noon of 21-22 February, our Task Force was under almost continuous air attack.
Gunfire by our surface forces shot down 14 planes during these attacks. Cne
group of our task force was struck by L8 enemy planes durlng darkness and four
immediately after dawn. The enemy attack was launched in two phases and employed

defense and skilfull maneuvering none of our ships were damaged. However, dur-

’V both torpedo and low level bombing tactics during the night, Due to our stubborn

ing the melee one of our five-inch guns fired into the back of another five-inch
battery, killing five and wounding eleven, two of which were serious.

Cur attacks on enemy targets were made in two strikes by both groups
of the task force, This included a twelve plane fighter attack on GUAM and an
attack on a ship reputedly in a position where the CVE CHITOSE had been reported.
This damaged ship was sunk., However pictures show that it was not an aircraft

carrier.

The results of the strike indicate that our combat air patrol shot down
five enemy bombers in addition to the 14 enemy planes brought down by the ships
antiaireraft fire, In the air, over the target, our planes shot down 2l, enemy
fighters and five bombers, On the ground, we burned or heavily damaged 76 planes
of the bomber, torpedo-bomber and fighter type, as also three Douglas type trans-
ports, five float planes and three patrol planes. At TENIAN, a freighter of 6,000
tons exploded and is believed to have been sunk. At SATPAN, an apparently grounde
medium freighter and a small freighter were left burning. A patrol craft, two
tugs and five small escorts were also damaged, Alrcraft installatipns, fuel oil
dumps and radioc stations were bombed and strafed, as alsc were spall harbor boats.

Photographs indicate that between the [irst and second strikes at TENIAK,
about 15 medium bombers had landed. These were all destroyed, Our losses on thes
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On 20 February, Task Group 58.1, a carrier task group, bombed JALUIT
ATOLL twice. On EMIDJ, the hangars received direct hits, likewise the radic
station and other hits were made in the barracks area and on two munition
buildings, one of which exploded. A small freighter, in the harbor, was struck
and is now beached and burniw. Bombs were dropped on ENYBCR ISLAND and in the
storage area, The power plant on JABCR ISLAND was hit, likewlse the radio
station, SYDNEY pier, and four bombs were dropped in the boat yard area, Four
of our planes were demaged by heavy and accurate antialreraft fire, but all

"-.:\rnt-umud.

On 23 February, at 3:05 p.m., 20 Dauntless bombers, supporting a ground
mission, dropped bombs in the MURAIO MISSION clearing, BOUGALNVILLE ISLAND.

A little later, in the same afternoon, at L:34 p.m., Liberators bombed
the bivouac areas in the upper reaches of the SAUA RIVER, central west coast

of BOUGAINVILLE.

On 23 February, at 2:00 p.m., Warhawks struck RURI BAY, northeast coast,
BOUGAINVILLE, and strafed BOVIS.

At 10:35 a.m., 23 February, fighter planes strafed barge concentraticns
in BUKA PASSAGE and other barges in FORTCN and MATCHIN BAY, BOUGATNVILIE.

/ During the night of 24-25 February, a destroyer division bombed the

/

)

VUNAPOPE Area, RABAUL. The bombardment caused a minor and major explosion,
A fire was started and was visible twenty miles away some hours later. This

'>rurcn also brought under borbardment areas around CAFE GAZELLE and MATUFI.
b2

Ancther group of destroyers, during the night of 24-25 February, bembed
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, It is reported by this force that the shore batteries have
been greatly augmented. One of our spotting planes states as a result of the
bombardment, cne ship was sunk in KAVIENG HARECR, two left burning, with several
smaller ones hit. Fires were ssen in the supply dump area. The destroyer
FARENHOLT has her after firercom out of commission as a result of a shell hit.
However, none of her personnel were injured. Minor damage was received by the
destroyer BUCHANAN from amother hit. However, three of her personnel are in-

\jund. o casuzlties were suffered by the balance of the ships.

The submarine SUNFISH got three hits in an apparently previcusly damaged
aireraft carrier on 22 February, at about 5:30 p.m. The attack oecurred north-
west of TENIAN, in a heavy rain squall. The submarine, two hours later, sank a
medium size snemy freighter. She alsc-states that the BLUE air strike on TENIAN

and SATPAN caused many fires,
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A carrler based aireraft force, sscorted by a strong naval unit,
attacked SATFAN and TENIAN of the MARIANNAS group, on 22 February, Details
of the strike, under command of Rear Admiral Marc A, Mitscher, are not avail-
able at this time. [Jt is reported that eight of our fliers are in rubber

” boats off the western coast of these islands and rescue measures are now
underway

At T7:30 p.m., 22 February, the cccupation of the ENIWETCOK ATOLL was
completed. The Atoll fell when PARRY ISLAND succumbed to a terrific pound-
ing by naval and air and the combative spirit of the 22nd Uarines., It is
estimated that the Atoll had been defended by a strongly entrenched and well
trained enemy whose mumbers totaled in excess of 3,000 men.

On 23 February, at 3:00 a.m., 9 Warhawks bombed the runways on MILLE
ATOLL. They also strafed and sank three small boats, A light but inaccurate
antiaireraft fire failed to damage any of our planes.

During the afterncon of 23 February, 2 Venturas bembed the pier and
buildings in the village of NAMATANAT, MEW IRELAND. The end of the pler was
destroyed as also ten bulldings., On their return trip they strafed CAFE ST.
GEORGE, NEW IRELAND.

On 24 February, at 3:00 a.m., a patrol plane attacked six to eight barges
near the MIBO RIVER, BCUGAINVILIE. Motor torpedo boats, from TREASURY ISLAND,
also helped in this attack and the combined bombing and strafing assualt drove
four of the barges ashore, but one or two got away for the SHORTLAND Area,

At midnight, 23-24 February, a patrol plane made a direct hit on a ship
in a five-ship convoy, on the north easterly course, about 70 miles northeast

of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

During 2i, February, motor torpedo boats from TOROKINA shelled islands
off the western end of BUKA FASSAGE and LEMANMANU KISSICN.

SITUATICN GREEN ISLANDS

¥opping up units have been landed on SAU ISLAND and PINIFEL ISLAND, in
the GREEN ISLAMD group. Varlous nesta of the ensmy have been cleaned out. Some
15 Japs have been killed with our casualties totalling four slightly wounded.

GROUND SITUATION BOUGATNVILIE

Cur ground forces at TCROKINA have made isolated contacts on the north
and northeast perimeter of the TORCKINA sector. A large force of Japs has

been reported along the NUMA NUMA trail,
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I.lt report on the activities of the destroyer force under command
of Captain Burke indicates that om 22 February, in addition to sinking a
pesrsonnsl, and an old type enemy destroyer, ships of

Maru carrying aircraft
this force also de , &t 5115 p.m,, & large enemy freighter and nine
barges off the southern entrance of STEFFEN STRAIT, near KAVIENG, NEW
IRELAND, During this tour of duty, no enemmy aircraft was eighted, nor were
any damage or casualties suffered.

On 23 February, at 10130 a.m., one of cur submarines damaged a Jap
carrier to the west of SAIPAN ISLAND in the MARTANAS.
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During 22 February, 5 Dauntless dive bombers bombed targets on the
TORCKINA perimeter, destroying a bridge over the PURIATA RIVER and strafing
huts along the TEKESSI RIVER, southwest BOUGAINVILIE.

On 22 February, at dusk, 4 Aracobras strafed the TONOLEL Area,
southern BOUGAINVILIE. A bombing of a nearby stores area resulted in two
1,000 foot smoke columna.

On the same day, 4 Venturas, unable to find an enemy freighter in
NAMESI BAY, MNEW IHELAND, bombed and strafed bulldings in that area.

Poor weather, during 22 February, provided the principle opposition
to air strikes at RABAUL. No enemy interception was made to our flights
and the madmum number of Jap planes airbo.ne at anyone time was five, but
they declined battle.

At 10:20 a.m,, on 22 February, 47 Dauntless and 23 Avenger planes,
finding LAKUNAI weathered in, blasted enemy shipping in KERAVIA BAY. The
Dauntless planes report & hits on & ships, one hit among enemy motor torpedo
boats and 12 hits among 15 to 20 barges and 3 hits on buildings at RALUANA
POINT. The Avengears state they hit two ships and got 8 bombs on a 3,000
footer and a 2,000 pound bomb among the storehouses at KERAVIA VILLAGE, After
the attack, two ships were seen on fire. The enemy antiaireraft fire was
moderate to intense, It damaged 5 Avengers and caused one Dauntless to make
a water landing. One of our patrol planes rescued the crew of the latter
plane,

A covering force to this flight, consisting of 43 Corsairs and 20
Warhawks, strafed the radar at CAFE 5T. GEQRGE, NEW IRELAND. At the same
time, they also strafed a beached barge north of the WARANGOI RIVER, and a
redio tower south of CAFE GAZELIE,

On 22 February, at 10:35 a.m,, 24 Mitchells blasted the repair center
at LAKUNAT. Although the weather over the target was overcast, the escorting
fighters stated two large oil fires were seen southeast of the town at RABAUL.
The fighters report they saw five enemy planes east of LAKUNAIL, but no attempt
was made by the enemy to intercept.

At 10:57 a.m., 22 February, Liberators closed VUNAKANAU and found it
weathered in. After spending 20 minutes trying to get through, they finally
bombed KERAVIA, dropping bombs across the revetments, the east end of the run-
way and the area northeast of the landing strip. Four large explosions and tw
small fires resulted from their bombing. Some heavy antialreraft fire was ex-
perienced, but no enemy planes attempted any interception.
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At 9:00 a.m., 22 February, 3 Mitchell light bombers created a large
axplosion and fire at TARDA.

On 22 February, at 10:00 a.m., 4 Warhawks struck MIIIE, A small boat
was destroyed by strafing,

On 21 February, BATDIV 3 (IDAHO, YISSISSIFFI and NEW MEXICO) bombarded
CTJE. Numerous buildings were hit and a fuel dump was fired. It is reported
targets of value were missing due to previous surface and aserial bombardments,

The submarine SPFEARFISH reports that she sunk another enemy freighter
in the CHINA SEA. Her totsl for this patrol now is five enemy ships sunk, two

damaged, for a total of 40,000 tons.

The submarine ASPRC sunk an enemy submarine of the I-9 Class, north of
TRUK, on 15 February.
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At 12:30 p.m., 21 February, 2 Alracobras borbed eight bulldings at
TSUNDAWAN, northeast coast of BOUGAINVILIE., They also damaged five build-
ings just south of TABUT, on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILIE.

On 22 February, at 10:16 a.m., a destroyer force of an undetermined
number, under command of Captain Burke, contacted an enemy ship, sixty miles
northwest of MASSAU ISLAND, MEW IRELAND group. It is reported that the enemy
was sunk by gunfire before she was able to send any radio report. A total
of about 400 Japs, reputedly alrcraft personnel, were on the ship. After the
battle, about 73 well-fed prisoners, scme of which were wounded, were cap-
tured from about }mu swimming in the water. Our Task Force suffered no
casualties,

In the afternoon, about 5:20 p.m., 23 February, thia Task Force picked
up an old type enemy destroyer just south of TINGN ISLAND, near KAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND. This destroyer now liea, after a half hour battle, near the
west end of TINWON ISLAND, with her mast still showing above water. It is
to be regretted that no prisoners could be taken because our ships were over
complemented with Japs captured in the morning battle.

Later, this Task Force bombarded the DUEKE CF YCREK ISLAND airfield, as
also the dock and installations there. Anchoragea on the south coast of
MEW IRELAND were explored without results,

On 23 Pebruary, it was reported that the air strip on NISSAN or GREEN
ISLAND was 80% stripped of treses and the rough grading had been started.

During the night of 21-22 February and during 22 February, our search
planes bombed the DUKE OF YORK ISLAND while patrol and antisub planes hit
targets of opportunity on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and near CAPFE ST. GECRGE, NEW
IRELAD.

During the night of 21-22 February, 21 Liberators dropped general pur-
pose and incendiary bombs over PONAPE. A large explosion resulted and many
fires were started on the waterfront and in the town.

At 9:00 a.m., 22 February, 3 Liberators started a large fire over KUSAIE.

At 1:00 a.m., on the morning of 23 February, one Liberator hit shipping
in the harbor of KUSATE, The results were unreported,.

At noon, 22 February, 5 Venturas blasted the "WOTJE runway and barracks.
An explosion was heawd No antiaireraft fire was received.
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We are still engaged in rustling out the enemy on ENIWETCK ISLAND.
PARAY ISLAND is being given a good going over pricr to our landing for 22
February, plars for which still remain unchangede— . wura .. scofo b

It is expected that the runway at ENGEEL ISLAND will be ready for ]
emergency landings, 22 February.

In the ENINETOK operation, to-date, we have taken a total of 35 Jap
prisoners and 13 Koreans. It is reported that many of these prisonsrs sur-
rendered upon our loudspeaker invitation to do so.

At 12:35 p.m., 21 February, 47 Dauntless planes and 24 Avengers blasted
antiaireraft positions at LAXUNAI airdrome, RABAUL. Two direct hits were re-
ported by the Dauntless planes on some of these positions and three direct
hits were made on heavy gun installations, about 8,000 feet east of the run-
way. OSome 13 hits were registered in other gun positions and among bulldings
along the shore, near SULFHUR FOINT. The Avengera reported cbserving a large
fuel fire northeast of the airdrome. The antiaireraft fire was intense and
accurate and two of our Dauntless and one of our Avengers were hit but not
saverely.

At 12:4) p.m., 21 February, 15 Liberators dropped bombs on the LAKUNAI
repair section., The enemy did not attempt to intercept. Photographs indicate
hits were made in designated target areas and two fires were started in the

repalr area.

At 12:55 p.m., 21 February, 4 Liberators reported scoring hits in the
revetments scuthwest of the RAPOPC airdrome, RABAUL. The antiaircraft fire
was intense and fairly accurate and two of our Liberators were winged. 23
Corsairs and 14 Lightnings, doing escort duty on this strike, reported that
none of the enemy was airborme. Two Corsairs of this flight strafed a 350
foot ship in KALILI BAY, NEW IRELAMD, which strafing resulted in flames shoot-
ing up fifty feet. A nearby barge filled with Japs was left smoking. EBecause
of operational reasons three Corsairs were downed during the above mission,
howaver, all of the pilots have been rescued.

At 9:00 a.m., 21 February, 3 Liberators hit the north and west end of the
EKARA runway, southern BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

During 21 February, 2 Dauntless planes bombed targets in the MIBO RIVER
area, southwestern BOUGAINVILIE.

During 21 February, 4 Airaccbras strafed ten enemy barges at FAU PLANTA-
TION, on the northwest coast of BOUCAINVILIE.

B BSE &
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On 20 February, a reconnaissance plane bombed and destroyed a building
on RONGELAP. Another reconnaissance plane bombed and damsged a radio station
on KUSAIE ISLAND.

During the night of 20 February motor torpedo boats sank two ensmy
barges off MOTUFENA FOINT, west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

On 22 February, an unreported number of destroyers completed a bom-
bardment of KAVIENG, MEW IRELAND. A number of fires were started. Results of
the bombardment in the harbor area were not observed, The destroyers encoun-
tered five or six-inch accurate and intense shore battery fire. The use of
emoke and radical manesuvering prevented damage.

Cur troops operating on the GREEN ISLAND's eliminated the pocket of enemy
resistance on southwest BARAHUN, west of NISSAN ISLAND, A revised total of
casualties indicates 64 Japanese killed and one captured. We lost three killed,
eleven wounded,
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Qur troops have captured ENIWETOK ISLAND cgalnst stubborn enemy resis-
tance and are now engaged in overcoming small pockets of reaistance. The
Japanese are in numerous well concealed inner connected foxhcles.

Fresent estimates of overall casualties for ENIWETOK ATCLL are about
150 dead and 350 wounded, and two missing., About 25 prisoners have been
taken. Enemy casualties have not been reported.

The assualt against PARRY ISLAND has been delayed until 22 February
in order to permit reorganization of personnel and repairs to ecuipment.
Aerial and naval bombardment of PARRY ISLAND is underway.

At 2:55 g.m., 21 February, 1 Warhawks dropped 7 tons of bombs on
MILIE runways, Four small boats in the area wers strafed. Resulta were
not reported. Antiaireraft fire encountered was weak. All our planes re-

turned.

At 11:15 a.m., 21 February, & Venturas dropped nine tons of bambs on
THROA runways and installations., A large explosion was cbserved. Antiair-
eraft fire was moderate,

On 21 February, B tons of bombs were dropped on WUTJE rumways and build-
ings by 9 Mitchell bombers. MNo antiaireraft fire was encountered.

A surface bombardment by BATDIV 3 (IDAHC, MISSISSIPFI, NEW MEXICO), was
completed against TAROA. A1l targets were well covered but only one small
fire observed. It is believed that previous bombardments destroyed targets,
on the island, No casualties were sustained and no return fire from the enem

was encountered.

The submarine POGEY sank a 6,000 ton freighter and damaged a 5,000 ton
freighter off the east coast of FORMDSA.
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On 20 February, at 1:00 p.m., 22 Liberators dropped twenty tons of
bombs on PONAPE. Results were uncbserved due to heavy overcast,

At 1:02 p.m., 20 February, 9 Mitchells dropped 8 tons of bombs on
the runway and barracks area on WOTJE. No enemy antiaireraft fire was
encountered.,

At 2:00 p.m,, 20 February, & Liberators dropped 9 tons of bombs on
KUSAIE. A mmber of fires were started. No enemy aircraft were encountered

i In mopping up cperations on 20 February, against an enemy pocket of
resistance on the southwest end of NISSAN ISLAND, our troops killed 30

| Japanese. We suffered six killed and 15 wounded.
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The following details have been received in connection with the opera-
tions against ENIWETOK ATOLL: At 1130 p.m., 20 February, as scheduled, two
battalions of the 106th Infantry, followed by one battalion of the 22nd Marines,
landed on ENIVETOK ISLAND. The landing was preceded by heavy bombing and
borbardment. Enemy opposition was weak. Considerable mortar and machine gun
fire from Japanese entrenched in deep foxholes somewhat slowed the progress
of our troops. A battery of the 104th Field Artillery was landed on the
island and began shelling the northeast tip during the afterncon. By 8:00
Pel., the western half of the island was captured, except for a pocket of
resistance at the extreme western end of the island. It is expected that the
ecapture of ENIWETOK ISLAND will be completed on 21 February.

On 21 February, it is expected to assualt PARRY ISLAND with two battalions
of the 22nd Marines. The 3rd Marine battalion in reserve and one battalion of
the 106th Infantry in group reserve will be committed if necessary.

Although reports of casualties are not complete, 54 dead and 180 wounded
have been reported for the ENGEBI ISLAND operation, and 1i dead and 58 wounded
for ENIVETOK ISLAND.

During the night of 19-20 February, 5 Venturas and 1 Corsair, patrelling
over the GREEN ISLAND GROUF Area, shot down one enemy cbservation plane. Cne
Ventura failed to return.

A 9:24 a.m., 20 February, 35 Mitchells, escarted by 56 fighters, attacked
LAKUNAT, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Hits were scored on the revetment and repair
area, and a number of fires were started. No enemy planes were encountered.
Seven of our bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire and one of these was
eventually forced down. The crew was recovered.

On 20 February, 20 enemy barges, in the MATCHIN BAY Area, were destroyed
by 13 Alracobras.

M 9155 a.m., 20 February, 4 Warhawks bombed the barracks area on MILLE,
Yo antiaireraft fire was encountered.

During the morning of 20 February, one Warhawk strafed with uncbserved re-
sults about ten or twelve enemy barges in MATCHIN BAY. On the same day, an
unreported number of Corsairs destroyed one enemy barge, in BUKA FASSAGE.

At 10:40 a.m,, 20 February, 37 Dauntless dive bombers and 2i, Avengers
attacked buildings and antiaircraft positicns at MONOITU, southwest interior,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Hits were scored on the HONGORAI and PURIATA RIVER bridges.
One Avenger failed to retum.
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No further details have been received in connection with the ENIFETCK
operations. The following communique, released by CinCPae, is quoted for
information:

N Cur forces have landed on ENIWETOX ISLAND. Have possession
of the western half of the island. The attack is belng carried
out by elements of the 106th Infantry supplemented by a unit of
the 22nd Marines.

- Except for PARRY ISIAND, the remainder of the ATOLL is in
our hands,"”

At 10:30 a.m., 19 February, 48 dive bombers and 23 torpedo planes, es-
corted by 68 fighters, attacked LAKUMAI, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN. Hits were
scored on gun positions, rumways and a fuel dump was set on fire. An undeter-
mined number of enemy fighters were observed over the ares. Only one pressed
home an attack, but was shot down by the bombers, After the bombing attack,
our fighters engaged about 50 enemy fighters, shot down 22, plus one probable.
We lost one Corsair. Ap enemy flost plans was encountered off CAPE CENTER,
NEW IRELAND, and was destroyed by one of the fighter escorts,

At 10:42 a.m,, 19 February, é Liberators attacked LAKUNAI and scored a
nuxber of hite in the vicinity of the runway and the dispersal loop.

At 10:55 a.m. 19 February, 14 Liberators attacked TOBERA with 52 tons
of bombs, Hits were scored on the runway and dispersal area, The rumway was
raported unserviceable, Six of the bombers were damaged by antialreraft fire.
Out of approximately 16 sttacking Zeros, the bombars shot down three. Our
fighter escort of 21 Corsairs and 14 Lightnings engaged 17 enemy planes ond
possibly shot down two,

On 19 February, 4 Dauntless dive bombers and & Avengers bombed, strafed
and attacked with rockets, the TUROKINA perimeter and destroyed a bridge over
the HONGCREI RIVER, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A pumber of barges in the
PURIATA RIVER, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were damaged.

Six Liberators bombed LAKUNAI at 10:42 a.m., 19 Pebruary, and scored a
oumber of hits on the runway. Later, st 10:55 a.m., 14 Liberators bombed
TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN., Hits were scored on the rumway and a number
of fires started. Antiaircraft fire slightly damsged six of the bombers,

Qut of about 12 enemy fighters, only 2 attempted to attack. Three enemy
planes were shot down,
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Plenes Loat:

Fighters + « &« = » s » = « « B
Torpedo Bombers . . « » « + O
Bombers .+ « ¢« + 5 s s & & # } 17
Personnel loss:
Misaing
Fllots
12 Crewmen « « » « + « « 26
Killed
JOTOWNEN « « o & + = » 3 29

TNTREFID (OV) demeged by one hit from airocraft torpedo.

1.

Strike Aireraft searched to distance of 75 miles West,
lNorth, and East for shipping repcrted leaving TRUH.

As fer as can be determined, no large ships escaped
to Westward during daylight.

Last strike "D" Day set fire to fuel oil tenks and
ammunition dumps.

Surface covering force for carriers evidently engaged
some of escaninz Jepanese combat aships.

Jap Runways bombod.

DD "BURNS" captured 6 Japanese nrisoners from SC sunk
by 1it.

Regraded Unclassified
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The followlng tahuletion represents the results

of the strikes ageinst TRUK by TASK FORCE
& BB, 5 OA, 3 OL, 2 cL(AA), 28 DD):

58 (5 cv, 4 CvL,

Total Jaupaness Lircraft Observed sow w4 s i o8 RI2
Japanese JAlroraft Destroyed:
Shot Down In Alr (78 on Fira) . « 127
Destroyed on Ground or Vater . . Th
{(Includes L - LEng Eoats
17 = 2 " Planas)
Total . « « . 201
Other Ground Alreraft:
(50 to V0% Unserviceable
Resson Unknown as Yet) . . . . At
Total + « . 272 272
Total Japanese Combat or Sizeable
Shlps Ubse?Vad: & « « & &+ # s 3 + = ERE LR 36
Combat Ships Sunk
2 CL
3 DD
El"’:"t‘ill?
Auxillery Ships Sunk
1 AE
2 Yt
F+2 A0
E-JLK-.--.:LE-D--J-Q
Probably Sunk
1l Orulser or DD
i+ 2 AD
1+LJI:IIE|||---_?‘_F-;--¢.?
| Lmmgy ap 26 v o o« o
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A nurber offragmentation bembs were dropped on MILIE by four reconnais-
sance Warhawke at 12:35 p.m., 19 February. Antiaircraft fire was light.
Our planes returned undamaged.

OUTH PACIFI ont !

During 18 and 19 February, reconnaissance planes dropped bombs on CAPE
HAMPAN, north BUKA ISLAND, on CAFE DUNGUNO, central west BUEA ISLAND, and on
MOTUFENA POINT, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMD.

Patrol activity continues in the TCROKINA sector, BOUGATAVILIE ISLAND.
Two companies of Fijlans, returning from a reconnaissance mission, report
killing 155 or more Japaness,
Grema 1S
On 17 February, work began on the construction of a five thousand foot
air strip on NISSAN ISLAND, south and east TANGALAN JETTY. It is estimated
that the air strip will be completed on 2 March.

The submarine SNOCK, cperating in the EMPIRE waters, reported as follows:

SNk DAAGED

1 transport - 6,000 tons Two 6,000 freighters
1 cargo vessel - 1,500 tons

The submarine GUARDFISH, returning from patrol, reported as follows:

SUNK

1 destroyer, AMARGI class
1 large tanker
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The followlng communigue released by CINCFAC is quoted for information:

"Our forces have captured the enamy air base at ENGEEI and several
other islands in the northern portion of the ENIVETCK ATOLL. Prelim-
inary reports indicate our casualties have been light.

"Assaults on other portions of the Atoll are proceeding according
to schedule,"

The capture of ENIWETOK ATOLL began on the morning of 18 February (local
time) when our Task Force entered the lagoon end reached anchorage areas with-
out incident. A number of moored mines were encountered in the South Channel,
That day, twenty-seven mines were destroyed. During the afterncon, 18 February,
assgult troops landed on five small islands southeast of ENGEEI ISLAND. Three
landings were made on BOKANAARAPFU, YEIRI, and the second unnamed island south-
east of RUJIYORU, Artillery was landed on RUJIYORU and an unnamed island north-
west of there., After dark, & scout company landed on BOGAN ISLAND, west of
ENGEBI.

Throughout the day and night of 18 February, heavy naval and air bombard-
ment and field artillery fire continued. The enemy did not return fire,

The assault on ENGEBI ISLAND was carried out on schedule after preparations
by intense naval and air bombardment, Oppoaition on the beach was weak. Troops
of the 22nd Marines moved inland rapidly and completed the capture of the island
by 4:00 p.m., that afternocon. Mopping up operations continued. Although our
casualties have not been determined, it is believed that they are light. ENI-
WETOK ISLAND is scheduled for attack at 2:00 a.m., 20 February, by two battalions
of the 106th Infantry, with one battalion of the 22nd Marines in reserve. HNative
reports and captured documents indicate that ENIWETOK ISLAND was reenforced in

Jeanuary.

From 14 February, OTJE was bombarded for four days, with one hundred
rounds of 8-inch ammunition and sixty-five rounds of S5-inch, Destroyers started
two fires during night bombardments and were cnce fired on by a three-gun shore
battery. No damage was reported. At noon, 19 February, six Venturas dropped
seven tons of bombs on WOTJE. Explosicns were cbserved on the runway and nearby
installations. No enemy antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At T:40 &a,m., 19 February, four Liberators dropped six tons of bombs on
the KUSAIE HARBOR area. One two hundred ton enemy vessel was sunk. Antiair-
eraft fire encountered was meager.

A 8:35 a.m,, 19 Pebruary, eight Warhawks dropped four tons and strafed
radio installations on JALUIT. Antiaireraft fire was intense but no damage was
sustained by our planes. 89
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In operations over the RABAUL Area, during 18 February, thirteen
enamy fighters were definitely destroyed, plus three probables on the
ground, We suffered no losses,

The submarine REDFIN, returning from patrol, reported sinking one
enemy destroyer (Fubuki class) in the SOUTH CHINA SEA.
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At B:55 a.m. 17 February, forty-seven Dauntless dive bombers and
twenty-three Avengers attacked enemy shipping in XERAVIA BAY, NEW ERITAIN,
with bombs and roekets. Nineteen direct and fifteen damaging hits were
claimed on twelve of fourteen ships sighted, Hits were scored on gun
installations and among numerous enemy barges on the south shore of the bay.
No enemy planes intercepted, although fifteen or twenty were observed over
the area. OCur fighter escort of seventy-four planes engaged about forty
Zeros and shot down eight plus two probables. We lost two Corsairs, cne
of which was shot down by antiaircraft fire.

On 17 February, the enemy radar installation at CAPE ST. GECRGE
was strafed by four Hellcats., A number of fires were started. Cther plenes
ware unable to reach the target due to bad weather.

On the morning of 18 February, two Mitchells, escorted by four Light-
nings, bambed and strafed TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Two grounded
enemy planes were destroyed. Eight out of twenty enemy fighters closed to
engage our bombers and of these one fighter was probably destroyed. Cur
fighter escort engaged thirty enemy fighters and shot down five, All our
planes returned.

At 11:15 a.m. 18 February, thirty-four Mitchells end thirty-six Corsairs
attacked VUNAEANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Fifty-one tons of bombs were
dropped and numerous hits scored on the southeast supply revetments. Anti-
aircraft fire damaged two Mitchells, About fifteen Zeros reluctantly
attacked. One enemy fighter was probably shot down by a Corsair, The
returning Corsalrs strafed a number of fuel dmums on an island north of
SORAKEN HARBOR, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and started a large fire.

At 11:15 a.m. 18 February, eighteen Liberators, escorted by forty-
seven fighters, dropped seventy-one tons of bombs on VUNAKANAU, RABAUL
Area, NEW BRITAIN, Hits were scored on the runway and on the north revet-
ments, where a medium bomber was destroyed. The rurway was left unservice-
able. Two of our bombers were slightly damaged by antiaireraft fire. The
fighter escort shot down seven enemy f{ighters, plus one probable, All our
planes returned,

On 18 February, nine Dauntless bombers, after an unsuccessful search
for two enemy destroyers off the southeast coast of NEW IR:ZLAND, bombed an
enemy radar installation at CAPE ST. GEORGE, MNEW IRELAND. Results were not
observed. A mmber of Corsaira strafed the area.
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Details have not been received in connection with the strike against
TRUK or the operations for the capture and occupation of ENIWETOK., How-
ever, the following communigque, released by CinCFac is quoted for informa-
tion:

"The capture of ENIWETOK Atoll has been undertaken by forces of the
FACIFIC OCEAN Areas, Army and Marine assault troops have landed and establist
ed beachheads,

The initial landings took place after strong preliminary attacks by
carrier based aircraft and by heavy ships of the FACIFIC Fleet. The troons
went ashore under the cover of battleshlp gunfire and with the close support
of low flying naval aircraft.

All forces participating are under the immediate command of Rear
Admiral R. K. Turner. The amphibious forces are commanded by Rear Admiral
H. W, Hill. The assault troops comprising the Twenty Second Marines and
elements of the 106th Army Infantry are cammanded by Brigadier Gen. T, E.
Watson, USMC."

At 11 a.m. 18 February, ten Liberators dropped 134 tons of bombs on
KUSME. Antiaircraft fire encountered was light and inaccurate. No dsmage
nor casualties were sustained, by our planes,

At 12:15 p.m. 18 February, three tons of bombs were dropped on JALUIT
by two Liberatora. Results were uncbserved, No deamage ner casualties were
sustained by our planes.

On 18 February, two beached enemy float planes at EMIDJ were strafed
by four Warhawks. Cur planes encountered intense antiaircraft fire and it
appeared that the enemy planes were probably previcusly wrecked and were
bedng used as a trap,

At 10:40 a.m. 19 February, eight Liberators dropped ten tons of bombs
on the PONAFE town area. Warehouses and docks were hit and many fires
started. Two planes were moderately damaged by antiaireraft fire.

During 17 February, the GREEN ISLAND Area was patrolled by fifty Adra-
cobras, forty-nine Corsairs and twenty-seven Lightnings. The Corsairs set
on fire a small enemy barge in QUEEN CAROLA HARBOR, west BUKA ISLAND.
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EBetween 8:40 a.m,, and 9:11 a.m., 17 February 4 Liberators dropped
twelve tons of bombs on TAROA runways. Intense and accurate antiaireraft

fire alightly damaged our planes.

At 8154 a.m,, 17 February, 4 Liberators dropped twelve tons of bombs
on WOIJE. No antieireraft fire was encountered.

At 8:40 a.m., 17 February, 10 Dauntless dive bombers dropped seven
tons of bombs on MILLE, A gun position was hit and small fire started.
Intense and accurate antisireraft fire brought down one of our planes.
Another Dauntless went down 10 miles north of MAKIN ISLAND., Two planes
returned damaged,

Fiftean Warhawks dropped seven tons of bombs on EMIDJ at 2:45 a.m.,
17 February. Three 30-foot boats and an aviation gas dump were destroyed
by strafing. One plane sustained minor damage by antiaircraft fire.

At 2:40 p.m., 17 February, 12 Warhawks skipped-bombed a small ensmy
freighter at JALUIT and scored two hits with 500-pound bombs, Antiaircraft
poaitions at EMIDJ were strafed. Two Warhawks apparently damaged by anti-
aireraft fire want down south of JALUIT.

The submarine SEAHORSE, on her last patrol, sank the following ships:

1=~ 6,500 ton AP
1= 4,000 ton AK
1~ 5,850 ton AK
l-7,500 ton AK
1~ 7,000 ton AK
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Betwean 8:40 &.m,, and 9:11 a.m., 17 February 4 Liberators dropped

twelve tons of bombs on TAROA runways. Intense and accurate antiaireraft
fire slightly damaged our planes,

At B354 a.m,, 17 February, 4 Liberators dropped twelve tons of bombs
on WOTJE. No antisireraft fire was encountered.

At 8:40 a.m., 17 Pebruary, 10 Dauntless dive bombers dropped seven
tons of bombs on MITIE, A gun position was hit and small fire started,
Intense and accurate antiaireraft fire brought domn one of our planes.
Another Dauntless went down 10 miles morth of MAKIN ISLAND, Two planes

returned damaged.

Fifteen Warhawks dropped seven tons of bombs on ENIDJ at 8:45 a.m.,
17 February. Three 30-foot boats and an aviation gas dump were destroyed
by strafing. One plane sustained minor damage by antiaireraft fire.

At 2:40 p.m., 17 February, 12 Warhawks skipped-bombed a small enemy
freighter at JALUIT and scored two hits with 500-pound bomba. Antiaireraft
positions at EMIDJ were strafed. Two Warhawks apparently damaged by anti-
sireraft fire went down south of JALUIT,

The submarine SEAHORSE, on her last patrol, sank the following ships:

1l - 6,500 ton AP
J- - L}m t-on .ﬁ.ﬂ
1l - 5,850 ton AK
1l = ?:ﬁm ton AE
1 - T,m t-l'-'ll'l. .I‘.H.
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The alreraft carrier INTREPID, probably operating with Task Forces
attacking TRUK, was struck by a torpede. The vessel can make twenty knots
and can steer with her engines,

During the night of 15-16 February, motor torpedo boats engaged at a
radar range of LOO yards, three unidentified surface units off the southeast
coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. After an exchange of gunfire, the large tar-
get disappeared abruptly as did the second. The third escaped into a mine
fisld south of CEMA ISLAND.

On the same night, motor torpedo boats and a Catalina bombed and strafed
HANAHAN MISSICN, northeast HIKA ISLAND and LEMANNANU MISSICN, northwest coast
of BUKA ISLAND.

During the night of 16-17 February, motor torpedo boats encountered a
coastal transport (about 1200 tonas), escorted by five armed barges, possibly
containing troops. In cooperation with a plane, the motor torpedo boats at-
tacked the enemy convey and possibly set three of the barges on fire,

During the night of 16-17 Pabruary, twoe bomba were ineffectively dropped
on our positions in the GREEN ISLAND GROUP.

On 17 February, SIROT ISLAND, northwest of NISSAN ISLAND, GREEN ISLAND
GROUP, was cccupled by cur troops in a brisk action in which at least fourteen
Japanese were killed, We lost five killed and four wounded.

At T:35 a.m., 18 February, five destroyers completed an attack against
enemy shipping and installations at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. The attack was cen-
tered primarily against shipping, underway and anchored in the harbor. HResults
were not observed from the ships but & spotting plane reported that the main
KAVIENG dock and what appeared to be a tanker alongside were well hit. The
supply dump and runway was hit. Other shipping, c¢lose to the beach, was ex-
tensively damaged. Gun emplacements on CAFE NORTH were neutraliged.

On the same day, an attack by four destroyers was sxecuted against SIMPSON
HARBOR and KEROVIA BAY, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITATN. The shore batteries in
SIMPSON HARBCR were silenced. MNumerous fires were started at RABAUL and VUNAPOF]
troop areas. Torpedoes were fired into KEROVIA BAY and struck a number of ships
Cur ships sustained no damage or casualties,

; On 16 February, the heavy cruiser PENSACOLA, bombarded HEUTER ISLAND,
SATELLITE ISLAND, of TARDA, with 8 and 5-inch shell. HNinetean explosions and

flames reaching over 2800 feet were observed, Fires were still burning three

and one=half hours later. It is believed that the ammunition for TARCA was

| destroyed.
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TARCA has been under daily bombardment from 13 February. One hundred
rounds of E-inch and two hundred rounds of 5-inch were fired into the area
each night., WOTJE has been under similar bombardment from 14 February,
There was no evidence of enemy reaction except for light antiaireraft fire
against our spotting planes. The air strips at WOTJE and TAROA are repaired
and at times ready for use.

During the night of 15-16 February, twenty bombs were dropped on our
positions in the GREEN ISLAND GROUF. No demage or casualties were sustained.
Cur air patrols over the area shot down one medium bomber, northeast of BUKA.

On 16 February, two Corsairs strafed antiaireraft positions at KIHILI,
KARA and BALLAIE, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 11:07 a.m., 16 February, 12 Libsrators, escorted by 28 Corsairs and
16 Lightnings, dropped 45 tons of bombs on VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITATN.
Hits were scored on the runway and revetments. Three grounded enemy planes
ware damaged. The runway is reported unserviceable. UNo eneny aircraft were
encountered. Due to heavy weather one Corsair failed to return.

During the night of 16-17 February, three Ventura night fighters shot
down two enemy observation type planes over the GREEN ISLANDS.

On 17 February, & reconnaissance plane bombed UTIRIK ATCLL and started
a number of fires, Another reconnalssance plane attacked an enemy cargo
vessel and a destroyer off PONAFE. The cargo vessel was damaged and possibly
driven aground.

At daylight, 17 February, carrier-based aircraft attacked TRUK. No
further detlls are avallable &t this time.
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In the TUROKINA Area, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, ground patrol activity con-
tinues, During the afterncon and night of 1) February, at least 20 Jepanese
were killed, MAllied losses amounted to 3 kdlled and & wounded.

A preliminary report indicates that during the morming of 17 February,
23 Avengers and 47 dive bombers completed a successful attack against enemy
shipping at RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, MNumerous hits were scored on a mmber of
enemy ships. A destroyer and a large oiler were probably set on fire, Fur-
ther detalls are not available at this time.

The submarine PLUNGER scored six hits and probably sank three enemy
freighters (15,000 tona), about 110 miles south of KOEE.

Two other submarines sank one medium transport, one large transport or
freighter, two large freighters, and damaged two freighters and one uniden-
tified vessel,
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During the night of 1lL4-15 February, Catalinas operating with motor torpedo
boats, bombed and strafed enemy positions on east EUKA ISLAND.

During the night of 14-15 February, night flying Catalinas bombed and
strafed SIPOSAI ISLAND, in CHOISEUL BAY.

At 5105 a.m,, 15 February, a Ventura destroyed one enemy observation plane,
in the vicinity of an Allied surface force, operating west of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND .

At about 6:52 a.m., 15 February, two enemy dive bombers dropped four bombs
on STIRLING ISLAND. No damage was sustained,

At 7:00 a.m., 15 February, five Corsairs and four Alracocbras, on patrol,
intercepted about 15 enemy planes and shot down one over the GREEN ISLAND area.

At 9138 a,m., 15 February, 23 Mitchells, escorted by fighters, bombed
VUNAKANAU, RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Hits were scored on the runway and dispersal
area, Five of the Mitehells were struck by antiamircraft fire. Our fighter
escort engaged about 50 Zeros, shot down nine, plus two probables. Cne Light-
ning was forced down on to the water but the pilot was recovered.

At 11:03 a.m,, 15 February, 20 Liberators bombed the runway and revetment
area at BORFOP, southeast NEW IRELAND. Results were not reported. No enemy
planes were encountered.

At 5:35 a.m., 16 February, another reconnaissance plane attacked an enemy
convoy of 14 ships, about 30 miles southwest of MUSSAU ISLAND. Results of the

attack were not reported. Our plane was damaged by antiaireraft fire.

Incomplete reports indicate that on 16 February, a heavy Liberator, Mitchell
and Boston strike, was executed against KAVIENG and airdrome installations at
PANAPAT, NEW IRELAND. At KAVIENG, a 3,500 ten freighter was set on fire, two
luggers destroyed and at least two more damaged. Four or five enemy flaat planes,
in the harbor, were destroyed., Antiaireraft fire brought down six Mitehalls and
two Bostons., Fifteen crew members were subsequently rescued by a Navy Catalina.

Between 2:00 a.m,, and 5:00 a.m., 16 February, our positicns on GREEN ISLAND,
were attacked by 10 to 15 Japanese planes. About 20-25 bombs fell on TANGALAN
FLANTATION. No damage or casualties were sustained.

On 16 February, a reconnaissance plane bombed POPORAN ISLAND, off the cen-
tral west coast of BUKA ISLAND. Bombs were also dropped on MOTUFENA FOINT,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Hesults were not cbserved.
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Between 10:55 a.m., and 12:12 p.m., 15 February, 56 tons of boobs ware
dropped on FONAPE ISLAND, by 42 Liberators. Results were unobserved. No enemy
planes intercepted. One bomber sustained minor damage by moderate and inac-
curate antiaircraft fire. At 10:00 a.m., two Liberators dropped three tons of
bombs on EMIDJ, JALUIT ATCLL.

On 15 February, a number of fires were started on RONGALAP ATOLL by a
reconnaissance plane. Another reconnaissance plane dropped a half ton of bomba
on enemy installations on MEJIT ISLAND.

From 3:00 a.m., to 7:25 a.m., 15 February, four Liberator dropped 12 tons
of bombs on TAROA. Hits were scored on the runway. No enemy planes were en-
countered. Moderate antiaireraft fire damaged one bomber.

From 3:00 p.n., to 7:27 p.m., 15 February, three Liberators dropped 9 tons
of bombs on WOTJE. Antiaireraft fire was meager. No enemy planes were encoun
tered. Ancther Liberator bombed MILIE at 5:00 a.m., of the same day.

At 7:05 a.m., 16 February, 10 Warhawks, 11 Dauntless dive bombers, dropped
eleven tons of bombs on the MILIE runway area. Accurate but meager antiaircraft
fire damaged one Dauntleas, “

At 6:17 a.m., 14 February, 4 Mitchells attacked TCHERA, RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN., 18 grounded enemy planes were strafed. All our planes returned.

At 11:40 a.m., 1L February, 9 dive bombers and 10 torpedo bombers, escorted
by 45 fighters, again attacked TOBERA, Hits were scored on revetments and three
~grounded enemy planes were probably destroyed. Antiairecraft fire damaged two
of our dive tombers and three torpedo bombers. Our fighter escort engaged 10-20
enemy fighters and shot down one.

Thirty Mitchells bombed VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, at 11:57 a.m.,
14 February. Due to clouds, results were not observed. Antiaircraft fire was
meager. Four of ten enemy fighters ineffectively attempted interception but were
I’ dispersed, OUne enemy fighter plane was probably damaged.

At 12:18 p.m., 14 Pebruary, 28 Liberators, escorted by 42 fighters, bombed
RAPOFQ, NEW BRITAIN. Hits were scored on the revetments and on the runway. Cne
Liberator was slightly damaged by one enemy fighter. MNo other interception was
attempted, although a numher of enemy planes were airborne over the area.

Eleven Liberators sttacked KAHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, at 1:38 p.m., 14
February. Hite were scored on the runway. At about the same time, eight Liber-
ators struck KARA, south interior, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Results were not reported.
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At 4L:00 a.m., 13 February, eight torpedo bombers bombed LAKUNAI, RABAUL
Area, NEW BRITAIN, Complete results were uncbserved. Intense antiaircraft
fire damaged two torpedo bombers which crash-landed upon returning.

At 11:00 a.m., 13 February, 59 dive bombers and 2L torpedo bombers, es-
corted by 72 fighters, struck VUNAXANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN. Hite were
scored on gun positions, the rurmwsy and revetments. Fires were started. Two
grounded medium bombers were set on fire. Two of our torpedc bombers were
demaged by antisireraft fire. About 12-13 fighters attacked our bombers. One
enemy fighter was damaged. OCur fighter escort engaged 30-L0 fighters, shot
down 7, plus four probables, One Corsair and two Lightnings failed to return.

Frior to noon, 13 February, 20 Mitchells, covered by 30 Corsairs, attacked
TOBERA, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN, Hits were scored on the runway and dispersal
area, No enemy planes were encountered but antiaireraft fire slightly damaged
two of the Mitchells,

At about this time, 23 Liberators, escorted by 26 fighters, attacked LAKUNAI,
RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, Hits were scored on the runway and other airdreme in-
stallations, Antiaireraft fire slightly damaged 16 Liberators. No enemy planes
were encountered.

At 33135 a.m., 13 Pebruary, enemy planes ralded ONDONGA ISLAND, NEW CGECRGIA.
Six gas trucks and other transport equipment were destroyed.

it noon, 13 February, four dive bombers, escorted by 12 Airacobras, bombed
targets in the AITARA Area, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of build-

ings were destroyed.

it 6:31 a.m., 14 February, two enemy dive bombers dropped four bombs on our
positions.on STIALING ISLAND. Ko damage or casualties were sustained.

5ix torpedo bombers failed to return from a mining mission in the RABAUL Area,
during the early monring of 14 February. -

it 7:11 s.m., 15 February, Allied troops landed unopposed at PAKONIAN FLAN-
TATICH, west side of NISSAN ISLAND and TANGALAN FLANTATION, east side of NISSAN
ISLAND (GREEN ISLAND GROUP).

it 8:11 p.m., 14 February, an Allied surface force, covering the foregoing
operatiocn, was attacked by six enemy dive bombers, 110 miles west of EMPFRESS
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMD, It was in this attack that the light crulser
§T. LOUIS sustained minor damage from a light bomb which killed twenty-one and
sericusly wounded eighteen of her personnel. At least two of the enemy planes
were shot down, - &9
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On or about 14 February, the light cruiser ST, LOUIS was hit by a
light bomb abaft her number 4 five-inch mount and sustained minor damage,
Of slx enemy dive bombers sttacking, two were shot down,

The suxiliary submarine rescue vessel MACAW (ASR-11), aground at
MITWAY, moved off & reef in a heavy swell and sank at the edge of the main
channel. Salvage operations are not practicable, Fresent estimates in-
dicate that the commanding officer and four men are missing.
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Carrier-based aircraft attacked ENGEEI, north ENINETOK ATOLL, three
- times on 11 February, twice on 12 February and once on the 13th of February
" (Love time), All visible installations sppeared to be destroyed. No enemy
planes nor antiaircraft fire were encountered. JAPTAN and PARRY ISLANDS
southeast ENIWETOK ATOLL, were also bombed. No enemy installations on these
islands were observed.

At 3:00 p.m., 13 February, 15 Dauntless dive bombers and 12 Hellecats
attacked EJAE, Installations on the northwest end of this island appeared
to be destroyed.

Cn or about 13 February, reconnaissance planes bombed UJELANG ATOLL and
UTIRIX . A number of fires were started.
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During the morning of 12 February, three dive bombers bombed and strafed
FEXERE FLANTATICON, southeast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, enamy barges south of MOTUFENA,
and buildings north of the KIETA air strip. Results were not reported. Four
dive bombers and two torpedo bombers struck buildings near the JABA RIVER and
east MOSIGETTA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Two Venturas destroyed a number of huts

at NUMA NUMA.

At noon, 12 February, 59 dive bombers and 23 torpedo bombers, escorted by
57 fighters, attacked LAKUNAT, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Hits were scored on
runways and antiaireraft gun positions. A number of large fires were observed.
Enemy antiaireraft fire shot down one dive bomber and damaged seven., Our fighter
escort shot down five enemy fighters plus two probables out of forty seen in the
air. One of our fighters failed tc return.

At 11:50 a.m., 12 February, 23 Mitchells, escorted by 42 fighters, bombed
TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN., Hits were observed near the runway and revet-
ments, Our fighters encountered 15-20 enemy fighters and shot dowm two. All our
planes returned.

At 12:05 pem., 12 February, 21 Liberators, escorted by 20 fighters, attacked
VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, MENW BRITAIN, Hits were scored in the vicinity of the run-
way, dispersal and revetment areas. Three fires were started. Enemy antiaireraft
fire shot down one Liberator and damaged seven. Although 20 enemy {ighters weras
airborne they did not attack.

The score for air operations, over the RABAUL Area, on 12 February: 7 enemy
planes definitely destroyed, plus two probablea, We lost one Liberator, one dive
bomber and one fighter.

4t L4:20 a,m., 13 February, a reconnaissance plane sank a large enemy barge
35 miles west of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN.

A 9:40 a.m., 1, February, a reconnaissance plane shot down one medium
enemy bomber about 150 miles southeast of KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND,

The submarine BLACKFISH returned from patrol and reported as follows: sank
one medium MARU, 6,000 tons, damaged two small tankers, one small freighter and
one FUBUKI class destroyer, for a total of 15,300 tons.

The submarine GUDGEON reported sinking a large transport about 100 miles
north of FORMO3SA.
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On 11 February, 3 Catalinas strafed three and set one enemy barge on fire
in WIDE BAY, east NEW BRITAIN.

During the night of 11-12 February, a motor torpedo boat sank as a result
of collision., Purther details are not available,

At 5:00 a.m., 12 February, a reconnaissance plane destroyed an unreported
mumbsr of enemy barges 30 miles north northwest of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN,

During the night of 12-13 February, a Catalina, operating with motor tor-
pedo boats, bombed and strafed enemy positions on scuthwest BOUGATNVILLE ISLAMD,
and SIPOSAI ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY.

At 8:10 a.m., 13 February, a reconnaissance plane possibly damaged a sur-
faced enemy submarine about L0 miles southeast of JACQUINOT BAY, southeast NEW

BRITAIN.

At 12:40 a.m., 13 February, a reconnaissance plane attecked two small enemy
ahips and scored a direct hit one off the southwest coast of NEW IRELAND.

At 5:41 a.m., 13 February, cne enemy plane dropped three bombs on the air-

strip at STIRLING ISLAND. Cne grounded Mitchell was destroyed and another dam-
aged, No personnsl casualtiss were suffered,
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On 11 February, reconnalssance planes bombed WOTJE. No antiaireraft fire
was encountered,

WOTJE was hit by seven tons of bombs, dropped at 10:47 a.m., 13 February,
by six Mitchells. A number of fires and explosions were cbserved. Meager an-
tiaircraft fire was encountered. One plane failed to return.

At 11240 a.m,, 13 February, 22 Dauntless dive bombers and 4 Alracobras
dropped 15 tons of bombs and strafed MILIE, Intense enamy antiaireraft fire
shot down one Dauntless and damaged three.

At 1:50 p.m., 13 February, & Witchells dropped five tons of bombs on TARCA.
Two of the bombers were damaged by moderate antiaircraft fire.

During the night of 10-11 February, Catalinas bombed and strafed MANWARAKA,
and attacked a large freighter 4O miles northwest of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Re-
sults were not reported.

At 11:00 a.m., 11 February, 36 dive bombers and 2, torpede bombers, escorted
by 42 Corsairs and 2 Warhawks, attacked VUNAFOPE, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN.
Hits were scored in the supply area. A number of {ires and explosions were ob-
served, Hits were scored on the TIMEUR breakwater, where six barges were de-
stroyed, One torpedo bomber and one dive bomber were slightly damaged by anti-
aireraft fire. Ten enemy fighters ineffectively used phosphorous bombs. The
fighter cover engaged 15 to 25 enemy fighters and shot down two enemy planes plus
three probables. One Corsair failed to retwn.

During 11 February, 5 dive bombers and 2 Venturas bombed enemy installations
in the TOROKINA Area. 5ix other dive bombers bombed enemy positions on CHOISEUL

ISLAND.

At 11:10 a.m., 11 February, 15 Liberators, escorted by 14 Lightnings and 11
Corsairs, bombed TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Hits.were scored on revetments
and the runway. 15 to 20 enemy interceptors ineffectively used six aerial bombs,

4t 11326 a.m., 11 February, 22 Mitchells, escorted by 24 fighters, struck
VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN. Clouds prevented cemplete cbservation of
results, but bombs were seen to burst near the strip. Antiaircraft fire damaged
six Mitchells, Eight attacking enemy fighters damaged 4 Mitchells. Cne of our
banbers was forced down on its return flight, but the crew was rescued. Our
fighters engaged 20 to 30 Zeros, destroyed one, plus one probable,

The score for air operations over the RABAIL M‘;l? on 11 February: 3 enemy
fighters destroyed, five probably destroyed. Ve lost one Corsair and one Mitchell
from which the crew was reccvered.
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The followlng edditional detalls have been recelved
in oonnection with the bombing of ROI, on 13 Februery,
reported in the morning's summary of 13 February: At 2:30
B.m., twelve to fourteen enemy bombers executed a delliber-
ate and accurate atteck on our beech unloading areas and
bivouac dump. It is estimated that about twenty-five of
our personnel were killed and two hundred end thirty
wounded, Conslderable damage wes caused to supplies and
construction equipment. LCT's 346 and 347 were burned out
but are believed to be salvageable., Minor damage was sus-
teined by three 1LST's due to small fires wanlch were quickly
extingulshed.
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On the afterncon of 10 February, 4 Alraccbras set on fire a small
enemy barge, off the southern tip of GREEN ISIAND, and bombed enemy in-
stallations at BONIS, north BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Three other Airacobras
strafed enemy barges in MATCHIN BAY, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and
pot two on fire,

At 3:00 p.m., 11 February, a reconnaissance plane bombed KAPINGA-
MARANGI ISLAND. Bombs were dropped on a seaplane base, radio tower. A
number of small fires were started.

During the night of 10 February, three enemy planes ineffectively
dropped bombs on our positions in the TOROKINA Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 10-11 February, Catalinas dropped boabs on REDMAN
and SIPOSAT ISLANDS, CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, MOSINA, west MOTUFENA,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and on enemy positions at the mouth of the PURIATA
RIVER, BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. A number of 150 foot enemy barges, twenty miles
east of KIETA HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMD, were bombed by Catalinas. Results

were not observed.

During the night of 11-12 February, motor torpedc boats strafed enemy
positions on the west and southwest coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

it 9115 a.m., 12 February, 12 Dauntless dive bombers and 16 Warhawks,
dropped ten tons of bombs on MILIE. Moderate antiaireraft fire damaged two

planea,

At 2:00 a.m., 13 February, about twelve enemy planes bombed RCI. A
mumber of fires wers apparently started but further details are not avail-

.~ @ble at this time,

Note: Local time for the areas involved has been used in the foregoing and
\\\\ will be used in future reports until further notice.
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At 10:00 a.m., 13 February, & Mitchells bombed WOTJE and six bambed
TAROA, at 2:00 p.m, On the same day 20 dive bombers, bombed MILIE. Results
were not reported.

During the morning of 10 February, two Venturas engaged four enemy
observation planes south of CAPE 5T. GEOAGE, NEW IRELAND. One enemy plans
was shot down. On the same morning a reconnaissance plane bombed a numbar
of =mall vessels off the socutheast coast of BUKA ISLAND, and enemy installa-
tions on the island. This plans probably destroyed a motor launch, by straf-
ing, in BUKA PASSAGE.

At 9100 a.m., 10 February, 59 dive bombers and 24 torpedo bombers, ea-
corted by 45 Corsairs and 23 Warhawks, attacked VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN. Hits were scored on gun positions, the runway and in the revetment
area. One grounded medium bomber was destroyed and six more possibly destroyed.
Large oil fires wera observed, Five enemy fighters attacked cur bombers. One
enemy plane was shot down. We lost one dive bomber, one torpedo plane and four
dive bombers, five torpedo planes returned damaged. The fighter cover engaged
about forty Zeros, shot dewn ten and probably three more. One Corsair failed
to returmn.

At 1:00 p,m., 10 February, 24 Mitchells, escorted by 30 Corsairs, again
attacked VUNAKAMAU, Hits were scored on the runway and a number of fires were
started. Two Mitchells returned damaged by antiaireraft fire. Our fighter
cover engaged forty Zeros, possibly damaged one. One Corsair falled to return,

At 1:12 p.m., 10 February, 21 Liberators, escorted by 26 fighters, bembed
TOBERA, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN, The results were not observed, altheough
bombs were seen to fall on the runway and revetment areas. Twenty or thirty
Zeros dropped a mumber of asrial bombs which alightly damaged two Liberators.
The Liberators shot down hine enemy planes plus four probables, Our fighters
destroyed 12 enemy planes plus one probable. All our planes returned.

During the afterncon, 10 February, Corsairs returning from a RABAUL area
strike, strafed and left settling a 100 foot enemy schooner off the northwest

coast of NEW BRITAIN.

During 10 February, air sctivities in the RABAUL Area, 33 enemy planes
were destroyed plus ten probables., e lost one dive bomber, one torpedo bouber

and two Corasairs,

During 10 February, 11 torpedo bombers attacked enemy installations at
TOROKINA, PIPIPAIA, west NUMA NUMA, central east interior, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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On 9 February, eight Airacobras bombed the enemy blvouac area at TIARAKA,
central east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and also destroyed six huts in the vicinity.

At 6 a.m. 10 February, six torpedo bombers attacked TOBERA, RAPOFO, and
LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Results were not reported.

At 1:2L a.m. 10 February, about three to six enemy planes were over our
positions at FIVA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and dropped three
bombs, Damage, if any, was not reported, Lster that morning two more enemy planes
approached the area. A Ventura shot down one enemy medium bomber west of TOROKINA,
BOUGAL NVILIE ISLAND.

In the TCROKINA sector, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, combat ground patrol activity
continues, supported by artillery fire.
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At 12:40 a.m, 9 February, fifty-eight dive bombers and twenty-four
torpedo bombers attacked VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Hits were
scored on gun positions, runways and among buildings. Grounded enemy medium
bombers were strafed, and a number of grounded enemy planes were probably
destroyed., A mmber of fires were started. MAbout [ifteen-twenty Zeroa
dropped aerial bombs, but did not press their attacks. One of our torpedo
bombers and five dive bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire. Two
dive bombers were damaged by enemy planes. The fighter cover of fifty
Corsairs and twenty-four Warhawks engaged twenty reluctant enemy fighters,
definitely shot down two plus one probable, Une Warhawk failed to return.

At 1 p.m. 9 February, VUNAKANAU was again bombed by twenty-four Mitchells,
escorted by thirty-seven Corsairs. Hits were scored on the runways and among
revetments, A number of small fires were started, Two Mitchells were damaged
by antiaireraft fire. The bombers were ineffectively attacked by four enemy
fighters, The Corsalr fighter cover engaged thirty - forty enemy fighters, and
shot down ten. We lost cne Corsair.

On the early afternoon of 9 February, nineteen Liberators, escorted by
twenty Lightnings, bombed TOEERA, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Results were not
reported. Our bombers shot down three and probably four more snemy fighters
out of fifteen to twenty-five that attacked. Four Liberaters returned damaged.
Our fighter cover engaged fifteen Zeros, shot down five, plus two probableas.

During 9 February, in the RABAUL Area, N2 BRITAIN, twenty enemy planes
were destroyed, plus seven probables. We lost two fighters,

During the night of 9-10 February, moter torpede boats and an ICI gunboat
exchanged fire with a large caliber enemy shore battery at MOSIGA, southwest
BOUGADNVILLE ISLAND., Our boats were not damaged, Ensmy installations in this
area were later bombed and shelled with undetermined resultas,

At 10:4L5 a.m., 9 February, two Venturas destroysd two and damaged two enemy
barges near KISSAN ISLAND,

Cn the afterncon 9 February, four dive bombers bombed enemy warehouses at
BCHIS, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. On the same day, eix dive bombers attacked
and scored a hit on the PURIATA RIVER BRIDGE, southwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, and strafed a number of small enemy boats at the mouth of the JABA RIVER
and MAVARAKA, central west coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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During the night of $-10 February, fourteen Liberators dropped forty-two
tons of bombs on WOTJE, A rumber of fires were started.

At noon 10 Feb., nine Mitchells attacked WOTJE with seven tons of bombs
and T5mm cannon., Four planes were damaged by moderate antiaircraft fire.

During the night of 9=-10 February, ten Liberators dropped thirty tons of
bombs on TARCA. Two large explosions were observed, Enemy antiaircraft fire
was light,

On the afternocon of 10 February, nine Mitchells dropped six tons of bomba
and strafed TARCA. A number of fires were started, One plane crashed near the
target area and another was forced down on the water. During the day, two photo
reconnaissance planes dropped one ton of bombs on TAROA.

TAROA was bombarded on the morning of 11 February (local time), The air
facilities and storage areas were well covered., This island is bombarded each

night by a destroyer.

Some repairs on the runways at TARCA and WOTJE have been reported, although
the damage observed is considerable. Reconnaissance planes repoert that efforts
are being made by the enemy to keep a runway at WOTJE in repair.

At 1:20 p.m. 10 February, fifteen and one-half tons of bombs were dropped
on JALUIT, ENYGOR and KABEENBOCK ISLANDS, JALUIT Atoll, by twenty-three Army
Dauntless dive bombers and sixteen Warhawks, Large fires were cbserved at the
SYDNEY PIER oil storage area. One dive beomber went down ten miles off JABCR,
During the day, two phote reconnalssance planes dropped cne ton of explosives
on JALUIT,

Reconnaissance planes on a flight over ENIWETOK encountered light anti-
aircraft fire, but no other activity was observed. These planes strafed and
started a number of fires on RONGELAF Atoll.

Apparently, a third strike by Coronados against WAXE ISLAND has been complet-
ed. Details, however, at present are not available,
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The submarine PEAMIT, at 10:30 p.m., 10 February, scored one or two tor-
pedo hits on an enemy crulser 155 miles west northwest of TRUK.

At 3:00 a.m., 11 February, the FERMIT possibly scored three hits on a
carrier 140 miles northwest of TRUE.

!
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On 8 February, carrier borne aireraft bombed enemy installations on
ENINETOK.

During the evening of 8 February, 19 Liberators dropped 42 tons of bombs
on T/ROA and 15 tons on MILIE, No enemy planes were encountered. No enemy
antiaireraft fire was encountered. MAll our planes returned,

During the night of 8-9 February, 9 Coronados bombed WAKE ISLAND. The
following night, & Coronados again bombed WAKE. s were scored on the alr-
drome and barrack areas. No enemy aircraft were encountered.

On B February, reconnaissance planes strafed buildings at UJAT and UJELANG
ATOLLS,

During the nights of 7 February and 8 February, one destroyer bombarded
WOTJE. At noon, 9 February, the heavy cruiser SALT LAKE CITY, bombarded WOTJE.

At 5:42 a.m,, B February, revetment areas at LAKUNAT, RABAUL Area, NEW
ERITAIN, were bombed by 5 Avengera. A large fire was started.

On 8 February, three Airaccbras strafed huts at TECFASINO, northeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A large fire was started.

At 1:40 a.m., 9 February, a reconnalssance plane attacked three enemy barge:
ten miles north of RABAUL, MEW BRITAIN. Results were not reported.

At 2:15 p.m., 9 February, a reconnaissance plane engaged one enemy observa-
tion plane which was covering a convey 25 miles north of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
A mmber of hits were scored on the enemy plane.

During the night of 9-10 February, our motor torpedo boats strafed enesmy
positions on northwest BUKA ISLAND and northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

At 2:05 a.m., 10 February, a reconnaissance plane attacked a number of
beached enemy barges on the southeast coast of EOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Results
were not reported,

On 10 February, & reconnaissance plane forced down an enemy medium bomber
on the water west of NAURU ISLAND and then destroyed it by strafing.

At 7:00 a.m., 10 February, an unreported number of destroyers bombarded
enamy positions on northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Thé’mmh_;r_imm reported sinking a large transport and a destroyer
in a bound enemy comvoy.
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The MIBO RIVER area scuthwest of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND was shelled by a gunboat,

On 8 February, enemy positions on SIPISAT ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY Area, were
shelled by gunboats and a number of hits were scored on an enemy barge, in the
same Ared,
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During the morning and afterncon of 7 February, carrier-based aircraft
dropped nine tons of bombs on TAROA. Light antiaircraft fire was encoun-
tered, Eight Mitchells dropped eight tons of bombs on runways, gun pesitions
and in the barracks area. A mumber of fires were started. Two Mitchells were
lightly dsmaged by antiaircraft fire.

During the night of 7 February, a destroyer bombarded and started a large
fire in an ammunition dump on TAROA. The following day, TAROA was bombarded
with two hundred rounds of eight-inch ammunition. A large fire was started,

At 9100 a.m., 7 February, 16 Warhawks dropped sixteen tons of bombe near
the pler and in the storage area at JALUIT. Enemy antialrcraft fire was light
and inaccurate.

At 12145 p.m., 7 February, nine Mitchells dropped nine tons of barbs and
strafed WOTJE. One Mitchell was lightly damsaged by meager and inaccurate an-
tiaircraft fire.

At 10:25 a,m., 7 February, 59 dive bambers and 22 torpedo bambers, escorted
by 72 fighters, sttacked enemy installations at TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN.
Hits were scored among grounded enemy planes, on the runwayes and in revetment
areas, Two dive bombers and four torpedo bombers were slightly damaged by anti-
aireraft fire. Our bombers were unsuccessfully attacked by thirty to forty
snemy fighters. Our fighter cover engaged about forty enemy fighters, definitely
shot down sleven and probably eight more. All our planes returned.

At 10158 a.m., 7 February, 28 of our fighter planes encountered 15 to 20
Zeros over RABAUL, MEW BRITAIN, and dsmaged one. ,
{ |
At 3:30 a.m., 8 February, six Avengers attacked enemy shipping at RABAUL,
‘HIHEEITUJ-', scored a direct hit on a submarine and possibly set on fire an
unidentified vessel.

I
At 1330 a.m., 8 February, a reconnaissance plane attacked enemy barges
about twenty miles northeast of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Results were unreported.

On 7 February, two dive bombers scored direct hits on a pillbox and huts
on the beach south of TAVENA RIVER, central west coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

During the night of 8-9 Pebruary, our motor torpedo boats and gunboats
operated in conjunction with aireraft in the vicinity of TOROKINA, BCUGAINVILLIE
ISLAND. Enemy installations at SALE and MIK MIK ISLANDS, were strafed. The area
south of MOTUFENA was shelled by gunbosts. Our motor torpedo boats were ineffec-
tively strafed by an enemy plane in TAURD BAY, southeast BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND.
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At 10158 a.m., 7 February, a preliminary report states that seventeen
Liberators hit VUNAKANAU airfield, RABAUL, placing bombs on the south central
part of the runway and the north central dispersal area. Three of our planes
were hit by antiaircraft fire and another was hit by a Jap fighter. Ten to
fif4een fighters and six unidentified enemy planes wers seen and it is re-
ported that one of the ensmy fighters was destroyed, with six probables, Cne
of the liberators of this flight bombed the BONIS runway, BUKA, at 10:1% a.m,

During the night of 7-8 February, motor torpedoc boats from TOROKINA, strafed
MTKMTK ISLAND, off northwest BOUGAINVILLE. They also shelled a small house
near the scene and barges which appeared to be recently beached. The motor
torpedo boats were subjected to a light amount of rifle fire. Near the en=
trance of QUEEN CAROLA HARBOR, northwest of BUKA, they strafed a hundred foot
schooner.

A complete report of the war patrol of the submarine BOWFIN, states that she
sank two large schooners at noon, 30 January. The total amount of damage re-
ported by her for this patrol indicates that she sunk 12,638 tons, heavily
damaged and probably sunk a seaplane carrier for 17,000 tons and slightly
damaged an enemy destroyer for 1200 tons. In an earlier report it was stated
that the last time the BOWFIN saw the seaplans carrier, her bow was well down
in the water while her stern was out.

BOUG GROUND SITO
(3:00 p.m., E gtbﬁury = 3100 p.m., ; February)

Patrol activities continue in the central east sector of the TCROKIKA RIVER
perimeter., It is reported that five Japs were killed in an encounter with one
of our patrols. One of our men was wounded. Another of our recormalssance
patrols contacted an undetermined number of the enemy in the northeast peri-
meter who were entrenched in prepared positicns. One of our officers was
killed and & man wounded.
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At 7:00 a.m., 5 February, the capture and occupation of the KVAJALEIN
ATOLL was completed,

At 11:00 a.m., & Pebruary, two of our Venturas, over GREEN ISLAND, bombed,

strafed and damaged four barges on the shore. On the planes return trip,
they dropped & depth charge on SARIME PLANTATION, northwest BOUGAINVILLE.

During the afterncon of & February, four Alracobras strafed and dsmaged
four barges on PINIFEL ISLAND of the NISSAN or GREEN ISLAND group. Installa-
tions at TARNABOROI PLANTATICH, on PINIFEL ISLAND and some new huta at TANGALAN
PLANTATION, on NISSAN ISLAND, were also strafed.

During 6 February, eight Dauntless dive bombers, while patrolling the
TOROKINA RIVER perimeter, bombed pillboxes south of the JABA RIVER, also bridges

in the MARIRICI-TAVENA RIVER sections.

i 11:15 a.m., & February, thirty-two Mitchell bambers, covered by thirty-
nine Corsairs, twenty-four Warhawks and nine Hellcats, bombed LAKUNAL airdraome,
RABAUL. They made a erisscross with their bombs at both ends of the runway
and the revetment and workshop areas., Fires were started in the two latter
places, as also a large fire at the northwest end of the strip. Eight Mitchells
were damaged by antiaircraft fire. Only one enemy fighter made any attempt to
attack the bambers. There were about forty enemy fighters over the field but
they did not engage our fighter cover until we went after them, whereupon thir-
teen of them were shot down with four probables. We incurred no losses.

Fifteen minutes later, a flight of nineteen liberators, escorted by twenty-
nine Corsairs, eighteen Lightnings, smothered the LAKUNAI airfield with bambs,
Three Liberators were slightly damaged by antiaireraft fire and another one
was shaken up by four enemy serial bombs. Ten Zeros attempted to intercept
but only three attacked and were probably shot down. One of the Liberators
of this flight, alsc bombed TOBERA airfield, RABAUL. OCur fighter cover on this
flight ran into ten to fifteen Zeros and it is reported that the enemy showed
no inelination to fight and expended their smmunition at very long range. The
Lightnings claimed to have shot down three probables. A summary of enemy planes
destroyed on 6 February, indicates the following: 13 definitely destroyed, plus
ten probables, with no losses in BLUE planes.

Between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m., 7 February, a HLUE patrol plane bombed SATANAN
ISLAND, NOMOI (MORTLOCK) group, CAROLINE ISLANDS, and destroyed a hundred drums
of oil, killed the crew of antiaircraft gun, damaged four barges at the pler
and strafed the buildings. At 3:05 p.m., the same plane sank a sailboat in the
middle of the lagoon at KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND.
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On 6 February, the airfields on TAROA and WOTJE were baing neutralized
by bombing and bombardment. Land-based aircraft are giving MILIE and JALUIT
a systematic bombing. It is also reported that the runway on ENIWETCK is pitted
with bomb nrmldrl and a reconnalssance indicates thirteen burned enemy bombers
on the airfisld.

At KWAJALEIN, 6 February, the withdrawal of assault troops is progressing
in good order. Construction of defenses is proceeding.

At 8:L5 a.m., 7 February, 22 Army Dauntless dive bombers and 11 Warhawks
bozbed MILLE ATCLL, and also strafed antimircraft installations and the run-
ways., Fire from the antiaircraft guns was meagre. Whils the runway at MILLE
is still unussble, it shows attempts have been mads to repair it,

The harbor at TAROA and the runways were subjected to bombing by & Libera-
tors on 7 February, at 10:41 a.m, No antiaireraft fire was received. Several
fires were started,

At 11:10 a.m., 7 February, 9 Liberators bembed WOTJE, depositing their
bombs in the revetment area and on the runways. One fire and explosion oc-
curred. There was no antiaircraft fire.

The United States submarine BOWFIN, returning from a patrol in the south-
west Pacific, reports sinking the folleowling:

16 January - in the evening, sank a schooner with gunfire in lower
MAKASSAR STRAITS.

17-12 Jan. - during the night, in the lower reaches of MAKASSAR
STRAITS, sank a large freighter and one of its escorts,
an OTORI class torpedo boat.

26 January - towards midnight, sank an unescorted medium sige freighter
in the BANDA SEA.

28 January - during & day and night attack, sank an enemy seaplane
carrier in MAKASSAR STRAITS.
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kdlled two Japs and wounded one, on the eastern side of the TOROKINA perimeter.
Enemy installaticns, in the vic inity of the JABA RIVER mouth and at MCM, north-
east EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, are under continual bombardment by our artillery.
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During 5 February, one of cur rescus planes, covered by a fighter escort,
rescusd a pilot from a Lightning who had crashed west of BUKA, on 28 January.

Sometime during 5 February, four Adrascobras bombed and strafed south of
NOVA RIVER, on the southern end of BUKA ISLAND, near BUKA PASSAGE, and put out
of commission a barge near the west entrance of that passage.

At 9:15 p.m., 5 February, twelve enemy planes in two successive bombing runs,
hit TREASURY ISLAMD. One casualty but no material damage was reported.

During the night of 5-6 February, the enemy was over TCROKINA, EMPRESS
KIGUSTA BAY, three different times. One of our Venturas on patrel 1s reported
to have contacted one of the bombers which when last seen, was in a vertlical dive
but not exploding. On the third attempt to bomb, two of the enemy planes dropped
bombs east of PIVA and near the eastern end of the TOROKINA battle sector, kill-

ing one man and wounding seven.

It is reported that our destroyer bombardment of CHOISEUL BAY, on 1 February,
was very effective. A similar bombardment on L February, caused a fire on
TERIKUKURE FLANTATION, CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

An ICI gunboat from TREASURY ISLAND, during the night of &-7 February, bom-
barded MOSIGA, in southwest BOUGAINVILIE.

Subject to minor changes, figures on casualties suffered in the KWAJALETN
ATOLL operation arei

Wi KILLED QWN WOUNDED OWN MISSING ENEMY PRISONERS ENEMY DRAD

SOUTHERN LB Japs
ATTACK FORCE 157 T2 17 125 Koreans L4650
mmm ﬁ % 51 ;;pu ﬂ%
ATTACK % reans

]ﬁ 165 K:P.ﬂm

(3100 pom., E hEaT - %I% pet., & February]

KURAIO MISSION, northwest of TOROKINA, has been cccupled by a ELUE patrel,
where contact was made with the enemy. Some of our scouts from the MISSION
ran into twenty of the enemy a half mile north of KURAIO and killed one of them,

with no casualties for our side. A recomnaissance party from the 1lb4th Infantry,
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During the night of 5~6 February, Task Force 50,15 (3 CA, 4 DD and 2 DM},
bombarded the runways at TAROA and other air installatlions. There was no
evidence that enemy air was present. The antisireraft fire from the laland
was light. During darkness, one of our destroyers, steaming on an assigned
station, reported that there was no air activity from the island.

LAKUNAT airfield, RABAUL, was attacked at 10:45 a.m., on 5 February, by
L, Dauntless dive bombers, 24 Avengers, 39 Corsairs, 24 Warhawks and & Hellcats.
From photographs, the runway was left unserviceable because of nine to sixteen
bull's eye hits. On antisircraft positions, surrounding the airdrome, the
Dauntless dive bombers made two direct and nine effective hits, which silenced
these weapons while the bombing attack was on., In the vicinity of alx machine
guns, two large fires were started., Two other hits set on fire thirteen huts,
At the northeast end of MATUPI HARBOR an explosion and fire was started. Cne
of our fighters, which was over the airdrome, later, reported much black =smoke
coming from a huge fire, evidently a gasocline stowage at the southern end of the
runway. Qur bombers report that they saw twenty toc twenty-five enemy fighters
as thnxrgp_:;pmhld the target but 7 aix of them showed any inclination to
% ese fighters retired speedily without attacking. One of our Avengers
¢ra and five Dauntless and three other Avengers were alightly damaged. Our
covering force, for the bombers, report twenty to forty Zeros were in the air
as our flight appeared, but only a few attacked, most of them standing away
doing atrobatic stunts of making a good stab of feinting at our fighters, It
is reported that five Zeros were destroyed with three probables. Our losses
totalled, 2 Warhawks and 1 Corsair.

A little later, at 11106 a.m., thirteen Liberators bombed substantially
LAKUNAI, in the vicinkty of the southeast end of the runway and dispersal area,
as also the northeast end of the runway. On the north shore a large fire was
seen, near the water, with smaller fires in the target area. The formation was
attacked by 25 Zeros who appearsd to be contented in merely releasing asrial
bombs, Two Zeros were destroysd by our bombers, Eight of the Liberators were
slightly damaged by antisircraft fire., A covering escort of 19 Corsairs and
15 Lightnings, encountered only two to four Zeros.

A tally for air activity on 5 February, indicates that 7 Zeros were de-
stroyed with four probables, while our losses totalled four.

During the afterncon of 5 February, twe Dauntless dive bombers on a patrol

from TOROKINA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, bombed MAWARAKA and the HONGORAI RIVER areas,
southeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, The results were not reported.
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It would appear that the whole of the KWAJALEIN ATOLL, with the exception
of OOD s were in our possession on 5 February. Troops are being reembarked
and the departurs of ships is proceeding. It is understood that much activity
is underway in the MAJURD ANCHORAGE, but no progress report has besn received,

An incomplete report of our personnel casualties to-date indicates; Killed
110, wounded 662, missing 20. We have captured LU Japanese and 122 Koreans.
The enemy dead totals LA54. There are 178 MARSHAILESE in our custody.

Task Group 58.3 (1 CV, 2CVL, 2 BB, 1 CA and 9 DD), has batted ENINETCK
during the last four days and it is reported that much damage has resulted.
This group also hit UJELANG and BIKINI ATOLLS and bombed the buildings at
these places. In addition to this bombing, one of our search planes also
strafed the dock and shore installations at UJELANG on 3 February,

At 9:58 a.m., & February, fourteen Warhawks hit the southern end of JALUIT
ISLAND, with bombs, The radio buildings were also strafed, The results are
not reported. No damage was received by our planes from the medium but moderate
accurate antisireraft fire,

On 6 February, it was reported that at 9:42 p.m., on L February, fifty-six
enemy planes raided TREASURY ISLAND. A later despatch corrects this and in-
dicates only four to six planes raided the island.

At 10:07 p.m., L February, motor torpedo boats and gunboats from TOROKINA,
EMPRESS AJGUSTA BAY, attacked four enemy loaded barges off MATSUNKEI, south of
MOTUPINA FOINT. One of the barges caught fire and exploded for an hour after
the first attack. The remaining barges turned from their southerly course to
a northerly one and beached themselves, The gunboats fired on them and an LCI
gunboat attempted a landing to determine the nature of the carge carried by
the barges, but was prevented by a heavy surf. On the morning of 5 February,
the motor torpedo boats returned and found four barges, of which two were nearly
submerged. All of the barges were destroyed.

The submarine SCAF reports sinking a 10,000 tanker on 14 January, south

of the CAROLINE ISLANDS.
s

BOUGAINVILLE CGROUND SITUATICH

During 4 February, our patrols were in contact with the enemy in the sast
and southesst perimeter of the TOROKINA RIVER Area. It is reported three Japs
were killed, while ocur casualties consisted of one officer wounded. Our ar-
tillery has taken under fire enemy positions in the JAVA RIVER Area, supply and
ammunition dumps in the TEKESSI RIVER Area, east EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. They also
destroyed 4 houses east of MAVAVIA.
- 817 =
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During the night of 4-5 February, a squadron of destroyers bombed
HAHELA MISSION, on BUKA ISLAND. The results are not reported but it is
indicated that no return fire was received. During the same night, at
1:45 a.m,, this force sank a large enemy barge off GREEN ISLAND.

At 6:00 p,m., 5 February, nine Mitchell bombers attacked WOTJE. As
& result of the bombing, columns of smoke were visible for fifteen miles.
Four of our planes were damaged, and one of our personnel received a slight
injury, from light but accurate antiaireraft fire.

A little later, at 6:30 p.m., sixteen Liberators struck at WOTJE and
started two fires at the intersection of the runway. No casualtiss were
suffered by our forces,

At 5:59 p.m., 5 February, nine Mitchell light bombers, attacked TJAN,
TAR, GIJIBAT, OLLOT and EGERIEEN ISLANDS, in the MALOELAP ATOLL, and intense
but inaccurate antiaircraft fire damaged two of mur planes. Runways and
antiaireraft positions were dsmaged on the islands,

i 6:30 p.m., 5 February, twelve Liberators hit the TAROA runway area,
Our planes received no damage. The antiaircraft fire was meagre to none at

MTLIE ATOLL was hit at 5:45 p.m., and at 5:59 p.m., 5 February, by three
Liberators and eight Warhawks, respectively, The antiaircraft fire was light.
It is reported that the whole island is pocimarked with bomb craters, In the

harbor, a large freighter is sunk,
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During the night of 4-5 February, elghteen heavy bombers attacked WAKE
ISIAND. All planes returned.

It has been estimated by the Commanding General of the Lth MARINE
DIVISION, that out of about 2,500 enemy fighting men on ROI and NAMUR IS-
LANDS, fifty to seventy-five percent were killed by naval bombardment and
fbﬂhingiﬂ « Al but one or two of the blockhouses were destroyed by naval gun-

Apparently, on 4 Pebruary, TASK GROUP 58.4 (1 CV,2 CVL, 2 CA, 1 CL, & DD),
baubed the runway and fuel storage area on ENINETUK. Two grounded torpedo
bombers were destroyed. Further details are not available at this time.

At 11:44 a.m., 4 February, a recomnnaissance plane bombed and strafed the
seaplane area at KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. No enemy aircraft or antiaireraft fire
was encountered.

During the forencon of 4 February, twenty-five Mitchells and two sguadrons
of Liberators, covered by hinety-six fighters, struck RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, with-
in sixty minutes in three coordinated attacks. Hits were scored on runways,
revetment areas, and a medium enemy bomber destroyed on the ground. A number
of fires were started. Owing to clouds, complete cbservation of results was
not possible. Upwards of thirty enemy fighters engaged our bombers and fighter
planes. In the ensuing engagementa, four enemy planes were destroyed and two
of our fighters are missing. All our bombers returned.

On 4 February, six Dauntless dive barbers bombed and strafed SARIME PLAN-
TATICN, northwest coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and started two fireas,

At 9:42 pum., & February, fifty-six enemy planes raided TREASURY ISLAND.
Cut of en estimated thirty bombs, the majority fell into the water. Some damage
was caused to electrical installations. Cur antiaircraft batteries claimed
the destruction of one medium bomber.

On 4 February, six Dauntless dive bombers bombed TOED MISSION, SOVELE MISSIC
and destroyed bridges over the MIBD AND MOBIAI RIVERS, scuthwest BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND

At 9:32 p.m., 4 February, about three to five enemy planes dropped bombs in
the PIVA revetment area, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Two bombs

seriously damaged one Avenger and lightly damaged two others.

At 5115 a.m., 5 February, a reconnaissance plane attacked two enemy vessals
north of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, and possibly scored a hit om one.
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On L February, Tth Army Division completed the capture of KWAJALEIN

ISLAND, BURTON, BURNET and BLANKENSHIP ISLANDS, Further detalls are not
available at this time,

At 10:00 a.m. 4 February, eight Warhawks bombed and strafed UILIE.
Results were not reported.

At 11:30 a.m, 4 February, six Venturas attacked and destroyed a
2,000 ton enemy freighter at EMTEJ and dropped four tons of bombs on enemy
installations, No enemy planes were encountered. Three Venturas were
damaged by antiaircraft fire.
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In the air operations of 3 February, over the RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN,
thirteen enemy fighters were shot down, plus six probables, and one grounded
enemy plane destroyed. Three of cur fighters failed to return,
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During 3 February, our troops on KEWAJALEIN ISLAND advanced northward
about eight hundred and ten yards and by nightfall reached the NOB pler on
the northwest end of the island.

At 9:35 a.m., 3 February, a Regimental Combat Team embarked in LVT's
landed on the southern end of BURTON ISLAND (north of KWAJALEIN ISLAND)
after thorough preparation by gunfire, which leveled enemy installations
and trees, Although ne opposition to the landing was ancountered, enemy
defense developed after our troops advanced three hundred yards. By 6 p.m.,
one half of the island was in our possession,

BUSTER and BYRON ISLANDS (north of KWAJALEIN ISLAND) were occupied.
A number of Japanese were killed.

Total casualties as of 3 February in the foregoing operations - 32
kKdlled, 239 wounded, none missing., Enemy casualties - 1,240 killed, 51
prisocners.

Operations are under way for the selzure of islande in the east chain
of KWAJALEIN Atoll to include ARNOLD PASS and the west chain to include GODFREY

A little past midnight on 4 February, the destroyer CHARRETTE, in
conjunction with the destroyer escort FAIR attacked and possibly sank a sub-
marine eighty miles west by north of JALUIT Atoll,

At 1:45 p.m. 3 February, a reconnalssance plane was attacked by three
Japanese fighters about fifteen miles northwest of NEW HANOVER, NEW IRELAND.
One of the enemy planes was damaged and possibly destroyed. The other two
broke off the attack. Our plane, although damaged, returned safely.

At noon 3 February, forty-four dive bombers and twenty-three torpedo
planes, escorted by fifty-eight fighters, attacked TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN. Hits were scored in the revetment area and an unknown number of
grounded enemy planes possibly destroyed. Enemy equipment on the airfield
was strafed. About ten or fifteen enemy fighters intercepted our bambers.
Our fighter cover shot down seven enemy fighters, plus four probables. Three
of our fighters failed to return.

On the afternoon of 3 February, fifteen Liberators, escorted by thirty-
one fighters, bombed LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. A number of fires
were started. Hits were observed in the revetment area, During the bombing
run, ten enemy fighters intercepted and damaged two Liberators. The bombers
shot down one Zero and probably another. The fighter cover engaged twenty-
five to thirty enemy fighters and of these destroyed five and probably ancther.
Al of our planes returned.
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During this bombardment, the destroyer CLAXTON was struck by two
pedium caliber shells from a shore battery, which killed five men, wounded
one sericusly, and disabled the vessel's steering gear. Other damage was
sustained which limited the CLAXTON's speed to ten knots. The vessel is
proceeding to TREASURY ISLAND.

the night of 2 February, sbout six enemy medium bombers and
floatplanes ineffectively bombed a mmber of cur destroyers on the west
coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A number of near misses were cbserved but
no damage was sustained, One enemy plane was shot down.

Om 2 February, the destroyer KNAPP picked up cne Japanese officer, two
enlisted men and one civilian embarked in a sailboat, in the vieinity of
EWATALEIN ATOLL.
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At 6 p.m., 2 February, our troops on KNAJALEIN ISLAND were in posses-
sion of two-thirds of the island, The enemy was forced into the northern
third of the island.

During the previous night, the Japanese launched a mmber of counter-
attacks which were broken up by artillery and naval gunfire, Out of an
estimated initial strength of 2,000, enemy casualties to-date amount to
1,250 dead, forty-three prisoners. Our casualties twenty-seven dead, one
hundred and ninety wounded, and nine missing.

MAJURO at one time a Japanese seaplane base, but abandoned in favor
of MILIE, is reported as a favorable location for a naval base, The natives
are friendly. One Japanese naval warrant officer has been taken prisoner,

ENTRETOK was effectively neutralized by TASK GROUP 58.3 (1 CV, 2 CVL,
2 BB, 1 CAand 9 dd). No airborne enemy aircraft were encountered. Fifteen
grounded medium bombers were destroyed and four floatplanes on the water were
destroyed, In addition, two medium freighters and four mmall vessels were set
on fire and beached. Buildings are almost completely razed and burmed out.

At 1100 a.m., 30 January, the destroyer BURNS, after completing a rescue f
mission, encountered one medium enemy tanker, one medium freighter and two
snaller vessels near UJAE ATOLL and sank them all by gunfire.

The commander of the NORTHERN ATTACK FORCE (CTF 53), reported that
ANTON, ARCHIBALD, ARCHIE and ARLINGTON ISLANDS were captured without opposi-
tion. A preliminary estimate of the casualties, apparently in that Task Force,
amount to one hundred killed and four hundred wounded.

At noon, 2 Pebruary, four Liberators dropped seven tons of bombs on
RONGELAP ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Hits were scored on radio installations
which were probably destroyed. No enemy planes were encountered. Antiair-
craft fire was meager and light.

In the afterncon of 2 February, twenty Dauntless dive bocmbers, escorted
by twelve fighters, dropped fourteen tons of bombs on antiaireraft positions
and on the runway at MILLE, No enemy aireraft were encountered, Antiaircraft

fire was moderate.

An unreported mumber of destroyers completed a scheduled bombardment, on
3 February, of SARIME PLANTATION, northwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
The target area was well covered.
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On 2 February, the destroyer ANDERSON grounded on a coral reef in
northern KWAJALEIN LAGOON. The vessel sustained considerable damage and
is being towed to port.
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On 1 February, all transport and landing craft entered KVAJALEIN
LAGOON, at the northern (ROI-NAMUR ISLANDS) » and southern (KVAJALEIN
ISLAND) objectives. Neutralization of the airfields at WOTJE and TAROA
was maintained throughout the day.

In addition to the landings in the southwest end of KWAJALEIN ISLAND,
on 1 Pebruary,asecondary landing was made on the same day at the northeast
end of the island. From this point our troops moved toward the northern
end of the island.

All organized enemy resistance on ROI and NAMUR ISLANDS was overcome at
2:00 p.m,, 2 February. The Commanding General of the 4Lth MARINE DIVISION
assumed command ashore and our defenses are now being organized. ALTON,
ALVIN, ANDREW and ANTHONY ISLANDS, north KWAJALEIN ATOLL, were occupied
without resistance,
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At 6:55 p.m., 1 February, our forces reported that all of ROI ISLAND
and all, except the northern part of NAMUR ISLAND, were captured. Late;
at 8100 p.m,, 1 February, they reported all beaches in use and that trans-
ports and landing ships were moored inside of the lagoonm.

At 9:30 a.m,, 1 February, landings commenced on the southwest end of
KWAJALEIN ISLAND. In nine minutes, four waves were ashore and leading bat-
talions advanced rapidly. For the first three hundred yards mo gposition
was encountered, By 6:00 p.m., our troops had advanced eastward thirteen
hundred yards against enemy rifle, machine gun and a small amount of mortar
and artillery fire, emplaced in an inter-connected trench and pillbox system,
By 6:00 p.m., 11,000 troops were ashore and a mmber of medium tanks were
landed., Our advance was hampered by large fires, apparently from previous
air and surface bombardment.

At XKWAJALEIN ISLAND, incomplete reports indicate that our casualties
are light. Including the casualties of 31 January and 1 February, thirty
wore reported Ikdlled and forty wounded. An estimated six hundred of the
enemy were killed and about forty-five prisoners, including twenty-five
Koreans, were taken,

Bembing and gunfire blew up nine magasines on BENNET ISLAND, and several
storehouses on EERALIN ISLAND, scutheast EWAJALEIN ATOLL. BURTON ISLAND, in
the same area, was pounded from the ocean aide and from inside of the lagoon,

On the morning of 1 February, three of our destroyers completed a suc-
cessful bombardment of enemy positions on CHOISEUL ISLAND.
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At 2158 p.m., 1 February, (local time), five Vemturas bombed and strafed
NAURU ISLAND. Four tons of bombs started fires and explosions in fusl storage
areas. No enemy planes were encountered. Two Venturas were damaged by in-
tense anenmy antiasircraft fire,

A 10128 a.m., 31 January, (Love time), seventeen Liberators, escorted
by sixteen Lightnings and four Corsairs, bambed TOBERA, RABAUL Area, NEW
ERITAIN. A oumber of hits were scored in the vicinity of the runway and in
the revetment area. No enemy planes were encountered,

At 10:35 a.m., 31 January, an unreported number of Dauntless dive bombers
and eighteen torpedo bombers, escorted by forty-six fighters, after an unsuc-
cesaful search for enemy shipping in the RABAUL Area, bombed TOBERA. Hits
were scored on the runway and in the revetment areas where aix grounded planes
were destroyed and fifteen damaged. Other enemy installations in the area were
dmaged. About ten or twelve enemy fighters intercepted our bombers, e lost
one Dauntless and two dive bombers and four torpedo bambers were damaged by
antiaireraft fire, The fighter eacort engaged about twenty Zeros and of these
shot domn eight and four probables. Two of our fighters failed to return.

At 11:50 a.m., 30 January, six Mitchells, escorted by forty-seven fighters,
bombed LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. A mmber of fires were started.
8ix Mitchells were alightly dmmaged by antlaircraft fire. About twenty-six
enmuy fighters were attacked by cur fighters when taking off to intercept the
attack, Two Zeros were shot down plus three probsbles, We lost one Corsair,

In a ground action of 30 January, east of the TOROKINA RIVER, our troops
destroyed thirty enemy pill boxes and killed eighty Japs. We lost nineteen
kKlled and twenty-three wounded,

A raid on GREEN ISLAND was succesefully accomplished during the night 30-
31 January. One NEW ZEALANDER (officer) and three enlisted were killed. Enemy
casualtiss were not reported.

On the morning of 1 February, a Liberator bombed KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND.
Mntiaircraft fire damaged our plane. The results of the bombing were not re-
pﬂrtr.d-

The submarine APOOON reported the destruction of a large enemy transport
or tender and another unidentified ship,

The submarine SEAHDRSE blew up a 7,000 ton ensmy freighter, loaded with
gasoline, During this patrol the SEAHORSE destroyed five ships, totaling
31,000 tons,.
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On 30 January, scheduled air strikes by TASK GROUP 58.2 (2 CV, 1 CVL,

3 BB, 1 CL, 10 DD), were completed against ROI ISLAND, KWAJALEIN ATOLL.
Eighteen enemy planes were shot down over the area. Twenty-one medium
bombers and thirty single-engined planes were destroyed or damaged on the
runway. Airdrome facilities, gascline storage tanks, magazines and gun
positions were hit, Approximately thirty bulldings, ineluding hangars,
were wrecked. We lost, in combat, two fighters and one torpedo bomber,
Operational losses were two fighters and one torpedo bomber.

The surface bombardment of this area, on the night of 29 January,
and en 30 January, was previously reported. All targets were well covered,
and the rurway was probably neutraliged.

From 7:45 p.m,, 30 January, to 2:25 a.m., 31 January, Liberators
dropped twenty-seven tons of bombs on WOTJE., Fires were observed through-
out the night. KWAJALEIN, ROI and NAMUR were bombed by eleven Liberators
from 8:07 p.m., 30 January, to 2:05 a.m., 31 January. The entire island of
EWAJALEIN and four ships in the lagoon were ablaze. Fires were observed on
NAMUR and ROI ISLANDS. Catalinas and Mariners harassed TAROA from 10:39 p.m.,
30 January, to 4:00 a.m., 31 January. Fighter planes bombed and strafed
MILIE from 9:55 a.m., 30 January, to 5:40 p,m., 31 January, The foregoing
action times are YOKE.

From 7:30 a.m., to 5:25 p.m., 31 January, (Yoke time), nineteen
Dauntless dive bombers, supported by fighters, centinuously attacked MITIE,
The rurways were reported definitely inoperatiocnal,

On 1 February, our troops landed on KWAJALEIN ISLAND, according to plan
and on schedule. The landings weres supported by surface and air bombardment
and shore-based artillery. No enemy opposition was encountered on the beach,
although slight opposition was encountered as cur troops advanced.

At 11:45 a.m., 1 February, successful landings were made on NAMUR and
ROI ISLANDS, north KWAJALEIN ATOLL. Gunfire and air support was well coord-
inated and the landings were made as planned. Enemy resistance was very light.

At 4130 a.m., 1 February, the battleships WASHINGTON and INDIANA, opera~-
ting in the MIRSHALL ISLANDS' Area, were in collision. Both vessels proceeded,
under escort, at ten knotes to effect repairs.

The destroyer COLAHAN struck a reef on the north end of ENUBUJ ISLAND,
KWAJALEIN ATOLL, at 5120 a,m,, 1 February. The vessel was later refloated.
Damage was sustained to the propellers and sound gear.
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On 31 January our forces reported MAJURD Atoll not occupled by the en
The deep water entrance and anchorage is ready for immediate use,
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MARSHALL TSLAND'S OFERATION

On 31 January, GEHH, NINNI, GEA, ENNTLABEGAN and ENUBUJ ISLANDS,
south KWAJALEIN ATOLL, were captured. Few casualties were suffered.
Highly effective support was provided by plane and ship bombardment.
Artillery was being landed on ENUBUJ ISLAND.

On the same day,ENNUEBING, MELLU, ENNUMENNET, ENNUBIRR, ENNUGARRET
1SLANDS, north KWAJALEIN ATOLL, were secured, with support of ship and
plane bombardment.

Although reports on the WAKE ISLAND air strike have not been received,
the following CINCPAC press releass is quoted for information: "Two b
scuadrons of Coronado seaplanes of FLEET AIR WING TWO, made a strong attack
on WAKE ISLAND, during the night of 30-31 January (west longitude date).
All bombs hit in or near the target area and no planes were lost".

Cincpac hus ordered ComFairWing 2 to repezt the strike on Wake at

t the
earliest possible time.



commcn FuE & o UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMAKDER IN CHiEP
I KAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C
L]
$BERED 9 a.n. 1 February 1944.
R
S P Cont 'd
MARSHALL ISLAND'S OPERATION

Air attacks against WOTJE, TAROA, ROI and ENIWETOK ISLANDS, were made
by TASK FORCE 58 (7 CV, 6 CVL, 8 BB, 3 CA, 3 CL, 36 DD), according to plan.
Al attacks were reported highly siccessful,

On the night of 29 January, RCI ISLAND was intermittently bombarded by
one BB, two DD, and en 30 January, by 3 EB and 5 DD, Destruction of enemy
installations was severe. Enemy opposition was weak. On 30 Jamiary, KNA-
JALETN ISLAND was bombarded by battleships.

WTJE and TAROA were bombarded by cruisers on 29 January and 30 Jamary,
according to plan. Although complete reports are not on hand, this bombard-
ment is believed to have besn effective.

On 30 January, the Destroyer BURNS engaged four enemy vessels near UJAI
ATOLL, apparently trylng to escape from KWAJALEIN ATOLL. Two of the enemy
vessels were on fire and stopped.
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Although reports are fragmentary, operations against the MARSHALL
ISLANDS are proceeding according to plan,

As scheduled on 29 January, carrier-based aircraft of TASK GROUP 58.1
(2 GV, 1 CVL, 3 BB, 1 CL, 9 DD), struck TAROA, MALOELAP ATOLL. On the first
strike, four enemy fighters, over the target area, were shot down. There-
after, no enemy planes intercepted, Thirty-nine grounded enemy planes were
repeatedly strafed, and photographs indicate that eight were definitely de-
stroyed and that probably two-thirds of the balance are not in operating con-
dition. Photographs further show a large explosion in the ammunition storage
area. Two magagines and two fuel dumps were destroyed. TWe lost six fighters
and four torpedo bombers. One fighter pilot and one torpedo bamber crew were
recovered. A Mitchell bomber in the area was inadvertently shot down by our
fighters at sunset. All but one of the crew were rescued.

The scheduled battleship bombardment of TAROA, on 29 January, probably
by TASK UNIT 58.1.3 (3 BB), was completed. Results were not reported,

During the night of 29-30 January, TAROA ISLAND and WOTJE ISLAND were
bombarded by destroyers attached to the NEUTRALIZATION GROUP (Task Group 50.15,
3CA, 4L DD and 2 EI(;? The bombardment was reported effective, Our ships sus-
tained no casualties, The following day, TAROA ISLAND was taken under bombard-
ment by two heavy cruisers and WOIJE ISLAD by one heavy cruiser attached to
the same TASK GROUF.

On 30 January, the FIRE SUPPORT GROUP of the SOUTHERN ATTACK FORCE (Task
Group 52,8, L OEB, 3 CA, 10 DD, 12 LCI(L)), completed a scheduled bombardment
E KWAHSEIN with excellent results. The air strip was thoroughly covered.

explosions and numerous small f{ires were observed. Enemy coastal guns
replied, but were subsequently silenced without damage to our ships. Three
small eargo vessels in the lagoon, two of which were previously damaged by 8"
shells, were taken under fire, but results have not been reported. No enemy
planes were sighted.

During the morning of 30 Jamuary, cruisers and destroyers, attached to the
NORTHERN SUPPORT GROUP of the NORTHERN ATTACK FORCE (Task Group 53.5, 3 BB, 2 CA
3 CL, 9 DD), bombarded WOTJE ISLAND. The airfield was completely neutralized
and many fires started. The Destroyer ANDERSCN, operating as a secondary
fighter director, was struck by a shore battery. Three officers, including the
commanding officer, and three enlisted men were idilled. Eight were seriously
wounded,

The submarine SEAHCRSE reported sinking a 7,500 ton freighter, and the

submarine THRESHER reported sinking three freighters and one oller, totaling
25,000 tons and damaging another oller for 10,000 tons.
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reported cbserving a large explosion and black smoke four miles northwest
of ORMA ISLAND, off southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, indicating that an enemy
vessel may have been seriously damaged or sunk by one of our mines in that
area.

At 11:15 a.m., 30 January, twenty-six Mitchells, covered by forty-seven
fighters, bombed LANUNATI, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITATN, A mmber of fires were
started. Enemy antlalreraft fire slightly damaged six of our bombers, After
the bombing, our fighters engaged about twenty-six enemy fighters, shot dowm
two and probably three more. We lost one Corsair.

During the night of 30 January, eighteen Liberators, escorted by fifteen
Lightnings and five Corsairs, struck VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN.
Hits were scored in the vlcinity of the runway and in the revetment area,
where five grounded medium bombers were probably damaged, UModerate to intense
antiaircraft fire slightly damaged six Liberators. Four airborne enemy fighters
were observed but only one pressed an attack.

At 6:15 p.m,, 30 January, eighteen torpedo planes and sixteen dive bombers,
escorted by fifty fighters, after an unsuccessful search for an enemy aircraft
carrier in RABAUL, NEW BRITATH, attacked and sank one freighter, set on fire
one destroyer and one medium freighter. Thirty enemy fighters intercepted and
of these twenty-one were shot down, plus three probables. We lost two Corsairs

and one Avenger,

During 30 January, twenty-three enemy planes were destroyed, plus six
probables. Five were damaged on the ground. We lost one torpedo bomber and

three fighters.
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At 2:00 p.m., 30 January, eighteen dive bombers and twelve Warhawis
bombed and strafed EMIDJ. Meager antiairecraft fire damaged one dive bomber.

EI

At 4:00 p.m., 30 January, nine Mitchells attacked TAR, GIJIBIA and
OLLOT ISLANDS, in MAICELAP ATOLL. A number of fishing boats were strafed.
No enemy planes were encountered. Two of our planes sustained light damage
by antiaireraft fire.

Nine Mitchell bombers attacked enemy shipping and shore installations
at WOTJE, on the late afternocon of 30 Jamumary. A large fire was started and a
125 foot vessel was sunk. lo enemy planes were encountersd. Reports indicate
that our bombers were inadvertently attacked by a mumber of Helleats and one
was shot dowm, one crashed landed at TARAWA and several more were
damaged.

Throughout the night of 30-31 January, Liberators, Venturas and Catalinas,
attacked ROI, KWAJALEIN, WOTJE, MILLE, TAROA and JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS. A
number of large fires wers started. All our planes returned.

At 9130 a.,m., 28 January, elghteen torpedc bombers and forty-two dive
bombers, covered by fifty fighters, bombed TOBERA, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN.
large fires were started which destroyed twenty to thirty grounded enemy
planes. Probably an additional ten or fifteen were damaged. Hits were scored
on antiaircraft positions. BSeven of our dive bombers and four torpedo bombers
were damaged by antiaircraft fire. Out of twenty to thirty airborne enemy
fighters only ten attacked. The bombers shot down two enemy fighters and
probably five more. Our fighters engaged seventy Zercs and of these shot down
twenty-eight, plus seven probables. We lost five Lightnings but the pilots of
two were recovered,

During the morning of 28 January, two Venturas bombed and strafed TALEVODO
POINT, southwest central CHOISEUL ISLAND. Results were uncbeerved. At about
the same time, sixteen Alracobras strafed enemy installations in the SHORTLAND
Area.

At 7115 p.m., 28 January, twenty-three Mitchells, escorted by twelve
Lightnings, bombed and strafed TOHERA, RABAUL Area. Hits were scored on the
runway and among revetments., A mumber of fires were started and six buildings
wore set on fire. One grounded enemy plane was destaxyed. Enemy antiaircraft
fire shot down ome Mitchell. No ensmy planes were encountered.

During the morning, 28 January, & reconnaissance plane observed a large
enemy freighter or transport on fire, explode and disappear fifty miles south
of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Another reconnaissance plane scored two direct hits
and set on fire a destroyer or light crulser. Ancther reccnnalssance plane
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During the night of 28-29 January, about three enemy bombers dropped a
mmber of bombs into the water, in the wvicinity of TCROKINA, EMFRESS AUGUSTA
BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Prior to noon, 29 January, nineteen Liberators, twenty-three dive bombers
and seventeen torpedc bombers, struck at RABAUL airfields. The heavy bombers,
sscorted by twelve Lightnings and sixteen Corsairs, attacked LAKUNAT, RABAUL

*h-n, NEW BRITATN. A number of grounded enemy fighter planes wers 5
43" Photographs taken af the time of the strike showed seven enemy planes burning.
A and accurate antiaircraft fire slightly damaged twelve bombers. About
Y twenty to thirty enemy fighters intercepted but did not press home to attack
40 % through our fighter cover. The bombers shot down one Zero and probably one
2 other, The fighters accounted for six enemy planes and one probable. All our
planes returned. I ) ) S 5=
i
|

On 29 January, eight bombers, type unreported, escorted by sixty fighters,
struck Area, MEN BRITAIN, and scored a mumber of hite on enemy

gun posi . Ve unded enemy planes were destroyed and five damaged.
%ﬁn and other installations were destroyed., Antiaircraft fire shot dowm
one our

8

planes and damaged five. About thirty to fifty enemy planes inter-
[ pg% and of these seventesn wers shot down and four more probably shot down.
We lost one Corsair. =——

During the day's asrisl activities, twenty-four enemy fighters were shot
ﬂdm, plus six probables, and, in addition, twelve enemy plansas destroyed on
the ground. We lost two planes.

At 7100 a.m., 29 Jaruary, two Venturas and three Alracobras attacked the
bivouac area at the MILANBULI RIVER, CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

During the night of 29-30 January, Liberators dropped bombs on ROI,
KWAJALEIN, WOTJE and JALUIT. One patrol bomber bombed TAROA, MALOELAP ATOLL.
No antiairecraft fire was encountersd. No enemy planes intercepted. One
Liberator failed to return.

At 1343 p.m., 29 January, three reconnaissance planes dropped two tons of
bombs on TAROA, MALOELAP ATOIL. Ten ensmy fighter planes intercepted and of
th-utnmlhntdrm,mmhhlrhrm;rﬂmdtwd.—pd. Two of our
planes returned damaged.

The submarine POMPOM, operating in the CELEEES 3EA Ares, destroyed two
sampans by gunfire,
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On 28 January, an unknown mmber of reconnaissance planes strafed two
saall ships and three snemy float planes on the water, near ENIWETOK,
CAROLINE ISLANDS. Two of three medium size freighters were set on fire by
these planes, 120 miles south by west of ENIWETOK, and sank s small freighter
near UTIRIK ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS.

At 1:43 p.m., 29 January, an unreported number of ocur recommaissance
Planes bombed TAROA, MALOELAP ATOLL. After the bombing attack about eight
or ten enemy fighters engaged our planes, thirty miles from TARCDA. A run-
ning engagement continusd for sbout ome hundred miles. Two enemy planes
were definitely shot dowm, one probably and two were damsged, One Liberator
returned badly damaged and ancther sustained light damage.

At 3100 p.m., 29 January, seven Mitchells attacked TAROA, MALOELAP ATOLL.
Eleven grounded enemy planes were damaged, Hits were scored on hangars and
other ground installations. A 100 foot vessel was set on fire. Six enemy
fighters intercepted and of these one was damaged. Ve lost one Mitchell and
two returned damaged.

An incomplete report indicates that on 29 January, WOTJE was under cruiser
bombardment and bombing attack by carrier based aireraft. Results are re-
ported as excellent., Purther information is not available at this tima,

The following commnique, released by CINCPAC at 1:30 a.m., 30 January,
(0cT), is quoted for information: "PACIFIC FLEET CARRIER TASK FCRCES have
made attacks on MARSHALL ISLAND bases today, including TAROA, WOTJE, and
EWAJ ALETN, *

thamps Lo

The submarine ANGLER sank one large and one medium aise tanker and
demaged a medium size freighter. An enemy patrol boat was sunk and one
prisoner taken,

Erepunt paTal
The FINBACK sank a large tanker on 2 Jamuary.
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SO0UTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd,)
At 4:00 a.m. 28 January, a reconnaissance plane attacked an enemy convoey

of twelve ships twenty miles south of DYAUL ISLAND, northwest coast of NEW
IRELAND, Two ships were set on fire. Our plane returned damaged.

Cn the morning of 27 January, six Mitchells dropped five tons of bombs
on NAURU ISLAND. Results were not observed, No enemy planes were encountered,
Antiaireraft fire was light and inaccurate.

Cn the early night of 27 January, seven Liberators dropped twenty-one
tona of bombs on the cantonment area at TAROA, MALOELAP Aktoll. Four fires
were started. No enemy planes were encountsred. Enemy antiaircraft fire
was meager.

During the early eveming of 27 January, twenty-three Army Deuntless dive
bombers and ten Airaccbras dropped fourteen toms of bombs on enemy installa-
tions at MILIE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy planes were encountered, One
dive bomber was shot down by antiaireraft fire and six returned damaged.

On the same afterncon, six tons of bombs were dropped on WOTUE by nine
Mitchells, Large fires were started. No enemy planes were encountersd,
Intense and acourate antiaircraft fire shot down one of cur bombers and

ﬂ.ﬂl‘ﬂ. two,

On 27 Jenuary, our aireraft (type and mmber unreported) dropped 3,300
pounds of bombs on WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy inmterception was en-
countered. Antiaircraft fire was light and inaccurate,
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cont'd,)

During the night of 25-26 Janmary, & reconnaissance plane attacked an
escorted convey of ten enemy ships thirty miles north northeast of KAVIENG,
NEW IREIAND. Ome hit was scored on an escorting gunboat and one on the sterm
of a destroyer.

At 9:05 a,m, 26 January, nineteen Mitchells, escorted by fifty-two
Corsairs and twelve Warhawks, attacked LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, MEW BRITAIN.
Hite were scored and fires started in the vicinity of the rurmway and in the
revetment area./ About thirty or forty ensmy fighters ineffectively inter-
Sgpﬁiﬂﬂmdruppﬂlmﬂirn!phlphﬂmbﬂbl.ﬂmmﬂﬂtﬂm
prahﬁt-unt dewn by our hﬁ:ﬂ. OQur rn:ldtt-tr nwﬁmﬂ'gormmt—
ers, _twenty-three robably five more. e,
but two pilots mﬁd’ﬁﬁ“ﬂf‘ﬁﬂ.ﬂmr&h fire slightly damaged five Mitchells

At 12:20 p.m. 26 January, thirty-nine dive bombers and seventeen torpedo
bombers, escorted by eighty-eight fighters, attacked LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN. A number of fires were started. A direct hit was scored on a freighter
off LAXUNAL. One dive bomber was shot down by antisireraft fire. Our fighter
dover angaged about forty to nty ensmy fighters, shot down , and
probably eight more, We wo Corsairs, In this engagement, enemy un-

1:||.-lll-llmtn.ﬁ;ﬂ.'l.;r dropped four aerial bomba,

During the night of 26-27 January, a Catalina bombed and strafed PURIATA
and MAMAGATA, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. One fire was started.

At 4130 a.m, 27 Jamuary, two enemy planes dropped seven bombs on our
positions at TOROKINA, EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Ome

mAn WAS mw-

At 11:46 a,m. 27 January, one Mitchell started a fire at MALIA VILLAGE,
SHORTLAND Area, and eight Alracobras strafed the MOTUPENA - GAZELLE Area,
EMFRESS AUGUST BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 1:37 p.m. 27 January, two squadrons of Liberators, escorted by fifty-
six fighters, bombed the supply concentration area at SULPHUR CREEK, RABAUL

»
MEW ERITAIN. Although between seven to thirty enemy fighters were alrborne,
they did m*; attack, Five Liberators returned dsmaged by antiaircraft fire.

On 27 Jamuary, enemy installations om BUKA ISLAND were strafed by five
Mracobras and bombed by one Liberator. One Liberator bombed EAST CAPE, NEW

IRELAND .
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o
At 4100 p.m., 25 January, an unreported number of our destroyers
successfully bombarded GAZELIE HARBOR, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. BElack smoke visible in the vicinity of TEKESSI
and MATARAEA, indicated the possibllity of a fuel or msmunition dump
fire. Considerabls damage was probably caused in the bivouas, supply
dispersal arsas at MANARAKA.

Between 8:l4 p.m., 25 January, and 3150 a.m., 26 January, ninsteen
«" liberators bombed the LAKUNAI rumway, RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, and the re-
veiment area in the vieinity. Three Liberators illuminated the area
with flares. Results wers unobserved, During the same night, one of
our planes (type unidentified) bombed RABAUL TOWN with unobserved results.
Another plane started fires at EAST CAPE, MEW IRELAND. One Liberatar
was shot down but the crew was recovered.

On 25 January, a reconnaissance plane probably sank a medium tanker
end one of two escorts seventy miles east scutheast of ENIWETOK, MARSHALL
ISLANDS,

/ At 9:30 a.m., 26 Jamuary, Marine FIGHTING SQUADRON FOUR TWENTY-TWO ('r!' ,

departed TARAWA, GILEERT ISLANDS, in formation, for FUNAFUTI, ELLICE
ISLANDS, via NANOMEA. One plane arrived at FUNAFUTI, another landed at
NIUTAO, ELLICE ISLANDS. A number of pilots parachuted in the vicinity of
NUI, ELLICE ISLANDS, after their gas supply was exhausted, The remainder
of the planes are missing, Flanes and destroyers are searching. Further
: details are not available at this time. 7 /rer :r-i,r',.,.;‘_. ""] vl He ot

!

~ Although the mmber of planes participating in the flight is not

knomn; twenty-four Corsairs are attached to the sguadronm.

On the afternoon of 26 January, nine Mitchells attacked TAROA,
MALCELAF ATOLL. PBombs wers dropped on storage bulldings and alrdrome
facilities. Large fires were started. Twenty enemy planes intercepted.
8ix of these were shot down and five more were destroyed when taking off.
Another was probably destroyed.

Upon retirement, ocur forces were pursued by enemy fighters for fifty
miles where they were met by twelve Warhawks, operating from MAKIN ISLAND.
Four Zeros were shot down plus ons torpede plans, Five mere were probably
shot domn. All our planes returned.

At 2120 pom., 27 Jamuary, (MARSHALL ISLAWD time), nine Mitchells
dropped seven tons of bombs on EMIIJ and bombarded the area with 75 milli-
meter gunfire. Results were uncbserved. Intense antiaireraft fire was en-

countered, but all cur planes returned, although some sustained minor damage.
- 9 =
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Prior to noon 25 January, twenty-three Dauntless dive bombers and
twelve Adraccbras dropped fourteen tons of bombe on MILLE. Four fires
and explosions were cbserved. No enemy aircraft were encountered.
Intense antiaircraft fire slightly damaged four of the dive bombers.

During the afterncon of 25 January, nine Mitchells dropped five tons
of bombs on the airfisld snd installations on TAROA. A mmber of fires
were started, One grounded medium enemy bomber was destroyed, About
thirty or thirty-five enemy fighters intercepted, amd of these one was
destroyed, thres probably destroyed and five damaged. Four of our
bombers returned damaged. One of our personnel was killed and five
slightly injured.

At dusk 25 January, elghteen Liberators dropped thirty-six tons of

bombs on EWAJALEIN. A number of fires were started. No enemy planes
wers encountered, One bomber was damaged by inmtense antisircraft fire.

-I-ﬁ'j.
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Units of the 132nd Infantry advanced about 350 yards east of the
TCROETINA RIVER MOUTH, at 8:00 a.m., 25 Jamuary. The advance was precedsd
by a thirty minute artillery preparation from shore batteries and two
ICI gunboats, One snemy pillbox was destroyed and one Japanese killed.
Five of our troops were wounded. Our advance was opposed by mortar, machine

gun and rifle fire.
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Wi

',-}

The following additional information has been received in comnnec=
tion with the alr strike against enemy shipping, on 24 January, at SIMPSON
HAREOR, KERAVIA BAY: At 12:30 p.m,, 2, January, eighteen torpedo bombers,
n:lrhd by eighty fighters, attacked with the following photo evaluated
resulte!

SIMPSON HARBOR
r 1 - 410 ft freighter - settling.
e 1l - 10 £t freighter = belleved sunk.
“a 1 - ATAZD MARU type vesssl - on fire midships.

1 = 320 ft freighter - definitely sinking.

EEEAVIA BAY

1l = 2235 ft freighter - sunk,
1 - 455 £t oller = listing and settling,
1l - 505 ft oiler = mmoldng and possibly beached,

After the bombing run, about ten or fifteen enemy fighters intercepted
our bombers. The fighter cover engaged forty-five enemy planes, Twenty-four
eneny planes were definitely shot dowmn, four more listed as probables. We
lost one fighter. Four of our torpedo bombers were damaged.

On 24, Jamuary, two Venturas bombed and strafed a beached enemy barge
on PINIFEL ISLAND, east of NEW IRELAND. On the morning of the same day, a
reconnalssance plane attacked two unidentified targets in ST. GEORGE CHANMEL,
Results were unobserved,

& 4112 a.m., 25 January, ten bombs were dropped beyond our front
lines at TCROKINA, EOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, by eight enemy planes. Antisircraft
fire downed one of the attacking planes.

A 12145 a.m., 26 January, a reconnalssance plane attacked five enemy
ships and scored a hit on cne, ten miles southwest of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

The submarine RAT(N, returning from patrol of the CELEEES SEA Area,
reported as follows: Sank one large unidentified transport or freighter of
8,000 tons and cne NIPPON MARU class oiler of 9,974 tons. Damaged one freights

(6,000 tons). : :
&‘J]H -!l_lhu.f'- {:.E"fq
The submarine RASHER, returning from patrol of the CHEEEES-EEL Area,

reported as follows: Sank one tanker KIYO MARU of 7,250 tons and damaged a
HEITO MMRU class transport of L,L5T tons.

-1 -
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o

On 24 January, in the morming, twenty-four Army Dauntless dive bombers,
n Warhawks and twelve Alracobras, bombed MILLE and strafed the stores
and antiaireraft smplacements, No interceptlion was injected by the
and his antiaireraft fire was moderate. Three of the Dauntless planea

dazaged

In the afterncon, of the same day, eight Mitchell medium bombers attacked
WOTJE and also strafed the antisireraft positions, bivouas area and hangars,
causing large fires, The enemy did not intercept, but the antiaireraft fire
was heavy. Five of ouwr planes were damaged and three of our personnel injured.

Late, in the afterncon, nine Mitchell medium bomberas attacked TAROA and
snall eraft nearby. Fires were started, which eventually led inte explosions.
On the ground, one Zero was destroyesd, The antiaireraft fire was intense.
Thirty enemy fighters intercepted and one was destroyed, with one probabls.
OUne of our planes crashed to the north of ARND ATOLL, while two others were

damaged.

In the afterncon of 24 January, navy Liberators discovered two enemy
destroyers and a PC patrol craft, escorted by five fighters, in ATLINGLAPALAP
ATOLL, MARSHAILS group. OCur planes shot down three Zeros.

it 4120 p.m., 2l January, one of our patrol planes attacked, without suc-
cess, & medium size enemy freighter with three escorts, a little to the south-
west of KWAJALETN ATOLL.

During the night of 24 January, thirteen Liberators started many fires and
several explosions on TAROA. It is felt that installations and storage spaces
suffered severe damage. The antiaircraft fire was moderate but inaccurate.
The enemy did not intercept. None of our planes received any damage.

During the ssme evening, one Liberator dumped two tons of bombe on MILLE,
while another one deposited a similar amount on WOTJE. The results were not

reported,

The submarine STURGEON, returning from a war patrol, reparts sinking on
14 Jamuary, a 7,000 ton freighter, and made a hit on a large single stack
destroyer. On 24 January, she reported sinking two unlnown shipe of a three-
ship escorted comvoy. The STURGECH previoualy reported a hit on a tanker.

1353
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Between 2:57 a.m,, and Lik7 a.m., 24 January, LUKUNAI was visited again
this time by thres Mitchell bombers. No details are reported.

\L; Apparently an alr strike has been made at SIMPSON HARBOR, RABAUL, on the
24th of January, the details of which have not been received as yet. It is
reported that photographs taken during the raid, indicate the following:

One frelghter - 7534 toms - burning and sdniing,
Cne freighter = &000 tons = sinking,
One freighter - 3000 tons - sinking.

In KERAVIA BAY

One fleet oil tanker - 10,500 tons - badly hit and beached,
One fleet tanker = 8,000 tons - burning and sinkdng,

One freighter - 5,000 tons - badly damaged and possibly
One freighber - 1,000 tons = gk,

During the night of 24-25 January, motor torpedo boats, from TOROKINA,
shelled with guns and mortars an area two miles south of MUTUPINA FOINT,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAMND,

YLE
!

00 pum., 2% January)

A patrol from the 122nd Infantry made contact with the enemy in the sast
TCROKINA RIVER section, and kllled two of them, with no casualties to our
forees, Two patrols from the 132nd Infantry came under enemy mortar fire
from a position on the beach near the mouth of the TOROKINA RIVER.
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At 93115 a.m,, 23 January, forty-five Dauntless dive bombers, sighteen
kvengers, escorted by eighty fighters, raided LUKUNAI airfield, RABAUL. Our
[, | approach evidently took the enemy by surprise because during a down glids,
enemy fighters were still scrambling on the runway, while their mechancs
were rumning for thelr foxholes. Photographs taken after the attack indi-
cated that the runway is unserviceabls and a minimum of seventeen antiair-
eraft positions protecting it, have been destroyed or damaged. One 4.7
\'-f twln-mount received a direct hit. Omn the ground, eight anemy planes were
destroyed or dmmaged. At the north end of MATUPI HAREOR, RABAUL, a large
1 fire was seen, probably from an exploding fuel dump and a freighter in the
| w-harbor was mmoldng. NKittyhawks frustrated twenty to twenty-five enemy
fighters who had hastily taken off. The Dauntless dive bombers destroyed
ons Zero, with two probables. Our high flying fighters destroyed thirty-
Wﬂl, plug_‘h!lnﬁpr_ﬂ%:‘l. Our losses consisted of one
and two Corsairs, but the p of one of the latter was rescued
uninjured. One of cur Avengers was hit by antiaireraft fire and erashed
near CAPE ST, GEORGE, NEW IRELAND,

=t At 5100 p.m., on the same day, forty-eight fighters made s return visit

| to RABAUL and circled the harbor three times until sixty enemy fighters could
J get off the ground. Whereupon fourteen of them were shot down, with one
probable, while our forces incurred no losses.

A summary for our alr activity, on 23 Jamuary, indicstes that forty-six
Jap fighters were destroyed in the air, with fifteen probables. This does
not include eight probables on the ground at LUKUNAL airfield. Our losses
conalsted of four planes of which ome pilot was rescued.

One of our patrol planes, during 23 Jamuary, bombed the western end of
Chinatown and KIETA, in the northeast central section of BOUGAINVILLE. Light
antisireraft fire was received at KIETA HAREOR.

During the night of 22-23 January, one of our patrol planss attacked a
large flat barge, one medium size barge, and an undesignated target in 5T.
EORGE CHAMNEL. HNo cbservation of the results was made.

During the same night, another patrol hit, what appesred to be a destroyer
and a large freighter, about 25 miles northeast of RABAUL. Results were un-

reported,

A Cersair pilot, who was downed near BUEKA, on 22 January, and another
pllot whe erashed 35 miles southeast of CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND, have
been picked up by one of our rescus planes.
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Further details on the strike made by two Venturas, on 22 January, on
ATLINGLAPALAP, MARSHALL group, report that they scored, from a low level,
three direct hits on a beached ship, setting it on fire and registered a
near miss on an anchored vessel. The antiaircraft fire from shore damaged
one of our planes. Our personnel suffered no casualties,

COMINCH F‘IL'II& \\‘

At noon, 23 January, twenty-one Mitchell bombers, in two waves, blasted
TARCA. They also strafed small craft, the alrfield, planes and antiaireraft
installaticns. The enemy attempted to intercept each of the flights with
twenty-five Zeros, and in doing so, lost three plares, two probables, with
four damaged. The antisircraft fire was moderate. One of our planes suf-
fered major casuslties and three others received minor damage., Ten of ocur
personnel were injured.

During 23 Jamuary, one of our search planes bombed and left in a sink-

1 "1~ ing condition, thirty-five miles southeast of KWAJALEIN, an 8,000 ton snsmy
freighter which was being escorted by four muxiliaries, =

During the evening of 23 Jamuary, twenty-four Liberators bombed WOTJE,
plaging ninety percent of their bombs in the target area. Fires were started.
The snamy falled to intercept., A moderate antialreraft fire was inaccurate,
We suffered no damage or casualties. o dny

v

The submarine CABRILLA, returning fmqpltml!.nthu SOUTH CHINA SEA,
reports as followa:

L Jamuary = During the afternoon, off CAFE PADARAN, FRENCH-IMDO
. CHINA, sunk an enemy freighter of 4,070 tons and later
in the evening, damaged another freighter of the same
convoy, having a tonnage of 3,824 tons,

The submarine ARCHEAFISH, torpedoed and sunk a large escorted enemy ship
north of TAINAN, on 22 January.

\ Jor w034~
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BOUGAINVILLE GROUND SITUATION

At 11:00 a,m, 22 January, the Second Battalion of the l82nd Infantry
reported that two of its men were wounded in the brush with an unknown
number of JAPS in the northeast section of the TORCKINA perimster,

In the same sector, on the west bank of the TOROKINA RIVER, the anti~
tank company of the lé4th Infantry came under rifle fire from the east
bank, while scrutinising a pocket muth of the river forks.

On 23 January, between 4:25 s,n. and 5:36 a.m., the enemy dropped
approximately twenty-five to thirty bombs on TORCKINA, idlling three and
wounding slx,
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The awdliary oiler U.5.5. CACHE entered ESPIRITU SANTO at 4:00 p.m,
23 January. Late reportes indicate that three of her tanks are badly
holed, with others damaged. The sxplosion from the enemy torpedo blew
two of her men over the aide, The U. S. mine sweeper, SOUTHARD, rescusd
ons of them,

The previcualy reported Mitchell bomber attack of 2:28 p,m, 22 January
on LUNAKAI airdrome, RABAUL, was covered by ninety-two of our fighters.
It is stated that our fighters destroyed sighteen enemy fighters, plus
two probables, Our losses were two Corsairs, one Kittyhawk snd two Adra-
cobras. One of the Alracobra pilots was rescued,

During 22 January, two Venturas bombed and strafed a suspected JAP
radio station in the vicinity of MAMAGATA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE.

On 22 January, at 9:50 a.m,, Dauntless dive bombers effectively hit
Eﬂpi&;ﬂn in the jungle two miles east of MOTUPINA, south EMPRESS

During the evening of 22 January, & coordinated attack on RABAUL was

| made by three Liberators, which dropped flares and six Mitchells, which
made bombing runs. Numerous fires were started on the northeast side of
RABAUL, which were visible for seventy-five miles. Two of ocur Mitchell
planes are overdue. At 8:10 p.m,, thirty Liberators followed wp the
Mitchells on & bombing run and reported that two city blocks in RABAUL
wers still on fire from the Mitchells earlier attack, The Liberatore
themselves started four large and seven small fires in the northeast
section of RABAUL. Many smaller fires were started, which subsequently
caused large explosions. Photographs show edght gutted and six damaged
buildings, The antisircraft fire damaged one of the Liberators. No inter-
ception was made by the enemy, but two planes, identified as night fighters,
were seen in the snemy search lights,

At 10:13 p.m. on 22 Jamuary & Liberator bombed BOFPOF. The results
were uncbserved.

Sometime during 22 January, & patrol plsne made a direct hit on a
forty foot beached launch on the east coast of FENI ISLAND, MEW IRELAND.
It also strafed and left in a bumming condition one barge on the east
coast of PINIPEL ISLAND, near NISSAN ISLAND, NEW IRELAND.

At 1115 a.m. 24 January, a patrol plane attacked a ship in ST, GECRGE
CHANMEL off CAPE CGAZELLE. Results were unreported,
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No report has been received as to the plane casualties suffered by the enemy.

After sunset, on 22 January, ten Liberators bombed ROI ISLAND,
KWAJALEIN ATCIL. It is reported that ninety percent of the bomba found their
target. Fires and explosions were cbserved and two two-engined bombers on
the ground were damaged. The antiaireraft fire was moderate., Twelve to [if-
teen epemy fighters attempted an interception. Cne was destroyed and four
probably and three others damaged. Antiaireraft fire hit three Liberators,
causing minor damage and slight injury to one crewman.

Late in the afterncon and early evening of 22 Januvary, seven Liberators
and five Venturas, bombed EMIDJI, JALUIT ATCLL. Hits were made on antiaireraft
positions, on & seaplane and on buildings in the barracks area, Three fires
were started. The antiaircraft fire was moderate but inaccurate, The enamy
made no attempt to intercept and no damage was done to our flight nor were any
injuries received.

Arournd noon, on 22 January, nine Mitchell bombers blasted and strafed
WOTJE ATOLL from a low altitude, Hits were made on the runways, a seaplane
hangar building arnd on a 150 foot tanker. It is reported that one medium
freighter was probably sunk. Two large fires were started. The antiaircraft
fire was intense and fairly accurate, but no enemy air interception was
attempted. Three of our planes received minor damage.

At noon, 22 January, twelve Mitchell bombers bombed and strafed KAVEN
ISLAND, MALOELAP ATOLL. Two fires were started. About twenty-five to thirty
fighters intercepted and some of these planes carried aerial bombs. Two Zeros
were destroyed and one damaged. The antiaireraft fire was light. Three of
our planes were lost, but cne of our patrol rescue planes recovered the crew
of one. Four of our planes were damaged and two of the crew received minor

injuries.

During the early evening of 22 January, a Liberator bombed MILLE ATOLL
and started fires in the barrack section. No air interception was made and no
antiaireraft fire was received,

During the evening of 21 January, two enemy planes dropped bambs in
the vicinity of TARAWA and did not cause any damage,

-
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A later report indicates that the auxiliary CACHE is nowwest of
ESPIRITU SANTO, proceeding to her base, after having been torpedced at
11330 p.m,, 22 January, approximately 150 miles southeast of SAN CRISTCEAL.
COne man was drowned. There were no other casualties reported.

On the morning of 21 January, two Venturas bombed and strafed an
enemy radio station at KALAKAFISI, southwest central CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At 11:10 a,m., 21 January, six Adracobras strafed KARA and KIHILI.
There were no planes or any other activity on the fields. The field at the
former place was possibly serviceable, while at KIHILI, the field is un-
gerviceable, One of our planes was damaged by antiaircraft fire at KARA
and near TURIBOIRU MISSICN, ancther plane was hit by machine gun fire, but
all returned,

At 12130 p.m., three Avengers bombed the bivouac section and anti-
aireraft installations two miles south of MONOITU MIS3ION, in the interior
of southern BOUGAINVILIE.

During the afterncon of 21 January, Mitchell bombers bombed KARA
and made hits on the runway, the revetments, and antiaireraft positions.
Two Dauntless dive bombers and two Avengers were slightly damaged and cne
man was wounded.

At 12:50 p.m., on 21 January, thirty-eight Liberators blasted BCRECP,
making hits on the runway and antiaireraft positions.

M 6:15 p.m., 22 January, a Liberator bombed the BUKA airstrip with
unobserved results,

At 1:04 a.m., 23 January, a patrol plane from GUADALCANAL, attacked
two ships off the DUKE OF YORE ISLAND. The results were noct reported,

During the afterncon of 22 January, reconnaissance planes reported
three enemy barges concealed at the mouth of the REINI RIVER, northeast
RFRESS AUGUSTA BAY. A gunboat from TOROKINA, during the night of 22-23
Jamuary, shelled these barges causing a {ire.

At 2:28 p.m., 22 January, twenty-seven Mitchell bombers blasted the
IUKUNATL airdrome at RABAUL and made fifty-four hits on the runway, started
three {ires south strip and one northwest of the strip, which gave
off black smoke visible for twenty miles, Before the bombing run was made,
forty to seventy enemy fighters attempted an interception but ware repulsed b
our fighters. Antiaireraft fire shot down one Mitchell and damaged two other:
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On the early morning of 21 January, fifteen Liberators bombed ROI
and KWAJALEIN ISLANDS, KWAJAIEIN ATOLL. One fire was started on ROI
ISLAND., No other results were cbserved. Light antiaircraft fire damaged
one plane. No enemy planes were encountered.

On the morning of 21 January, twenty-three Army Dauntless and twelve
Warhawks attacked JALUIT and strafed enemy inatellations on BMIDJ and TIN
JALUIT ATOLL. A number of {ires were started. Two amall enemy craft were
destroyed and an escort vessel damaged. MNo enemy planes were encountered,
Light antiaireraft fire damaged two of our bombares.

At noon, 21 Jamuary, nine Mitechells bombed and strafed MILIE. Re-
sults were unreported. No enemy planes were encountered, Enemy antiair-
craft fire was intense. Three planes were damaged by crash landings upon
their return.

The submarine SEAHORSE reported sinking two fraight.ﬂ“a of a two-ship
convoy, 285 miles southeast of PALAU ISLAND.
1’.
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Further details received on the strike against RABAUL by eighteen Mitchells
during the afterncon of 20 January, and reported in this morning's summary,
indicate that our bombera were escorted by Wnrs. The fighter cover
engaged thirty-five - sixty enemy fighters. Tourteen enemy planes were shot
down, plus two probables. We lost four fighters.

On the morning of 20 January, one Liberator started a fire in the enemy supply
area at BONIS, north BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the morning of 20 Jamuary, two Venturas bombed and strafed a large
enemy barge thirty miles southwest of CAFE ST. GEORGE. Results were unreported.

During the night of 20-21 January, an LCK gunboat fired twenty-two rounds of
three-inch ammunition into the enemy supply dump at MAMAGATA, scuthwest BOUGAIN-
VILLE IZLAND, FHesults were unobserved,

On the early afternocon of 20 January, three scuadrons of Liberators bombed an
unidentified target on south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. FResults were unreported,

On 21 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed the northeast end of NUEIKI FLANTA-
TICN, northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND. Results were not reported.

During the night 21-22 Jamuary, motor torpedo boats attacked the JABA RIVER
Area, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, and SALE ISLAND, off southwest SUKA, with mortar and small
caliber fire,

%ﬂ_ﬂ‘f"‘ ”Hj&rj_#ﬂﬂ-r‘ia J;T';p . L a..-..-—,‘-‘ s :«?T:.t._? P
R o B /¥ Mﬁ‘ﬂ;jﬁ’:’h
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sixty Zeros, One Lightning was shot dgwn and another was forced down on the
water in the vicinity of SHORTLAND ISLAND,

At 4:12 a.m, 20 January, five or eight bombs were dropped on STERLING
ISLAND by one Japenese plane., Five grounded Mitchells were damaged. Two
Mitchells and the main signal line on the island were destroyed. One New
Zealander was killed, and three were wounded.

On the evening of 20 January, an unreported number of U, 5, destroyers
completed & bombardment of enemy posjitions at the JABA RIVER, MAVAREXA and
MOTUPINA, AMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area.

During the night of 20-21 January, two United States destroyers, operat-
ing in BCOUGAINVILLE STRAIT, set on fire five enemy barges and damaged several o
¢ UOne enemy gunboat was sunk. Later, at 5:00 a.m. 21 January, these destrovers
forced two more enemy barges aground, sank one raft and a small beat in the
vicinity of CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND. Illuminstion was provided by a
plane. Heavy machine gun fire slightly damaged our destroyers.

Thn"a oiler CACHE was torpedoed about one hundred and fifty-five
miles B of SAN CRISTGBAL ISLAND, SOLOMON ISLANDS. Further details are

not available at this time,

i
} | I W —
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During the morning of 20 January, twelve Venturas dropped eleven tons of
bombs on EMIDJ, JALUIT. Results were unobserved. OUne plane failed to return,
two others were damaged by antiaircraft fire,

On the afternocon of 20 January, thirteen Liberators dropped twenty-five
tons of bombs on WOTJE. One fire was started, other results, if any, were not
observed. No enemy planes were encountered. One of our planes failed to
return,

On 20 Jamuary, reconnaissance planes attacked two one-hundred ton enemy
freighters at ATLINGALAPLAP Atoll, MARSHALL ISLANDS, and set one on fire. On
the same day, a reconnaissance plane scored one direct hit on a 4,000 ton enemy
freighter twenty-five miles west of MALOELAF,

During the afternoon of 19 Jarnuary, bivouac areas and the M/RIRICI RIVER
BRIDGE, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by seven-
teen dive bombers. Results were not reported.

On the night of 19 January, two motor teorpedo boats, assisted by a Catalina,
engaged an enemy landing eraft and a seventy-foot barge gunboat off CHOISEUL
BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND. One of the PT's sustained damage by shellfire, and two
men were injured. Damage to the Japs, if any, was not reported.

During the night of 19-20 Jan., six Liberators, harassed the RABAUL Area
and started five fires at LAKUNAI, RABAUL, NEV BRITAIN.

During the morning of 20 Jamuary, eleven bombs were dropped on the TCROKINA
strip, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, by an undetermined number of enemy planes,
Two men were killed, three wounded. One bomb fell directly on a machine

gun emplacement .,

At 1:40 pem, 20 January, eighteen Mitchells, covered by fourteen Lightnings,
bombed and strafed the VUNAKANAU Area, RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, started & large fire,
scored hits on a number of gun positions and possibly exploded an ammunition
dump, One Mitchell was shot dewn, ancther was forced down on the water ten
miles off CAPE GAZELLE, NEW BRITAIN. The bombers shot down one and probably
another of about twelve intercepting Zeros., The fighter cover engaged about
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M 7:45 p.m., 19 January, a bombardment of RAMANDATA-GOHI, north
coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, was completed by an unreported number of
United States destroyers.

During 19 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed one enemy barge at
KOND AX ANTMBCKD - ISLAND, CHCISEUL BAY area. Two other reconnaissance planes
attacked SIPISAT ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY, and two Venturas attacked a barge
thirty miles south of CAPE ST. CGECRGE. Results of these attacks were not

reported,

At j;ﬂﬂ;a.m., 20 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed a number of
enemy batges north of NAMATANAL, central coast of NEW IHELAND. One direct
hit was scored, .

The submarjre HADDOCK, on 19 January, scored two and possibly four
torpedo hits an enemy aircraft carrier one hundred miles southeast of

The submarine BATFISH sank one and probably one other enemy vessel

.\\.‘{typu or tonnage urknown), 195 miles south of KOEE.

L
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At noon, 17 January, six photo planes, escorted by twelve FB4LY's,
reconnoitered KUSAIE, CAROLINE ISLANDS, and bombed harbor installations.
No enemy planes or antiaircraft fire were encountered,

During the early evening of 17 January, five enemy planes inef-
fectively dropped twenty-nine bembs in the TARANA LAGOON.

On the morning of 19 January, seventeen Mitchells, operating from
TARAWA, dropped eleven tons of bombs on enemy installations at MILIE, A
nmumber of fires were started. Out of six grounded enemy planes, five were
damaged. No interception was encountered. Intense and aceurate antiair-
craft fireshot down two Mitchells and seriously damaged three. Four bombers

sustained light damage.

Cn the morning of the same day, nine Warhawks, operating from MAKIN,
strafed and set on fire a small corvette at JALUIT, MM SHALL ISLANDS, and
probably sank a small sailing vessel. MNo enemy planes or antiaircraft fire
were encountered.

During the night of 17-18 January, three Liberators dropped bombs on
LAKUNAT, RABAUL area, NEW IRELAND, and started a fire in the northeast
revetments. A number of hits were scored along the runway.

At 12:40 pem., 18 January, thirty-four Mitchells, escorted by seventy-
two fighters strafed TOBERA, RABAUL area, NEW IRELAND. Forty-five fires
were started. OCne grounded enemy plane was destroyed, twelve more were
damaged, and some field equipment probably damaged. After the attack our
bembers were intercepted by fifteen to twenty Zeros. In the ensuing engage-
ment, the bombers shot down three of the enemy fighters and probably one more.
Yie lost one bomber and three sustained light damage. Although a complete re-
port of enemy planes downed is not on hand, our fighter planes apparently
engaged more than thirty enemy planes and probably shot dowm upwards of six-

taen,

COn the night of 18-19 January, five Liberators bombed LAKUNAI and
VUNAEANAU, RABAUL area, NEW BRITAIN. Results were not observed,

During the night 18-19% January, enemy dock inatallations in CHOISEUL BAY,
CHOISEUL ISLAND, were bombed by cne of our planes (type unidentified). On
the same night an LCM gunboat fired forty-eight rounds of three inch ammuni-
tion into the AITARA area, west BOUGAINVILIE. Results were unobserved, No
return fire was encountered.
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On 18 January, twenty-five Army Dauntless dive borbers and eight
Jarhawks dropped bombs on fuel installations on JABOR, JALUIT ATCLL.
A fire was started. Intense antiaircraft fire shot down two of our dive
bombers, but the crew of one was later recovered,

On 19 January, twelve Mitchells attacked enemy installations at MILIE.

A fighter plane on the runway was damaged. Nine of our planes were damaged
and three men injured by antiaircraft fire. lNo enemy planes were encountered.

The submarine, BLUEFISH, returning from patrol of the NETHERLANDS EAST
INDIES waters, reported the destruction of two loaded tankers, totaling 14,035

tons,
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On the afterncon of 17 Jenuary, nine Mitchells bombed the
radio towers, warshouse, runwiy and antisireraft peositions on
MIILE. Two large fires were started. No enemy aircraft were
encountered, Antlaireraft fire demeged three of cur plenes.

At 1:00 pems 17 January, twenty-four dive bombers and eighteen
torpeds bombers, covered by seventy fighters, attacked enamy
shipping at RABAUL, NEY ERITAIN. Out of eight cargo vessels
archored on the west side of SIMPSON HARBOR, three blew up and
sank, two were set on fire, one was left sinking and direct hits
were sccred on the remainder. At least one hundred enemy fighters
intercepted the attack, and of these eighteen were shot down, plus
fifteen probably shot dewn. Thirteen of our planes failed to
return.

On the afterncon of 17 January, torpedo bombers attacked a
bridge at south MONOITU MISSION, SOUTHWEST interior BOUCAINVILLE
ISLAND. Results were not reported.

On 17 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed & small boat and
a dry dock on the east coast of PARAMA ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY Area.
That morning, ancther reconnaissance plane encountered and probably
damaged a medium bomber northeast of AMBITLE ISLAND. During the
evening of 18 January, a reconnalssance plans bombed and destroyed
buildings and hutes on the northeast coast of NEW IRELAND.

During the night of 17-18 January, seven Liberatoras attacked
RABAUL, WEW BRITAIN. A number of fires were started.

At 10130 pem. 16 January, & reconnalssance plane scored three
hits on an enemy vessel sixty miles nmorthwest of KAVIENG.
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On 18 January, a reconnaissance plane attacked & small enemy freighter,
fifteen miles northeast of KWAJALEIN and, in turn, was attacked by four
enamy fighters. One enemy plane was probably shot down.

During the night of 16-17 January, six to twelve Japanese planes bembed
the TOROKINA area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Twenty-five to thirty-five bombas
were dropped which killed one, wounded three and caused a small amount of

damage.

The submarine FLASHER, on 18 January, sank a 6,000 ton freighter, 235
miles southwest of MARCUS ISLAND.

The submarine WHALE, sank the third ship of an enemy w??ay previously
- attacked by the submarine SEA;IDI.P( ) WE ﬁ,."L 1 M[_Df’

Mﬂ-{.{;ml.m;,ﬂ. 7 {¢"+’ ?kwjﬂwt,)
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At dawn, 16 January, four Airacobras shot down two Japanese medium
bombers over MILLE. At noon, 1é January, twenty-five Army Dauntless dive
bombers, sixteen Adracobras and eight Warhawks, bombed and strafed anamy
installations on MILIE. Intense antiaireraft fire shot down one Alracobra,
Another plane crashed upon returning but the pilot bailed out. Four other
planes sustained minor damage. Two men were slightly injured.

On 16 January, reconnaissance planes destroyed a small enemy cargo
vessel at LIKIEF ATCLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Another was damaged and left

sinking.

During the night eof 15-16 January, MAKIN was raided three times and
TARAWA twice, The Japs employed eight planes in each raid. At MAKIN forty-
six casualties were suffered, of these five were killed and seven seriously
injured. No material damage was sustained. One of the enemy planes was
shot down by a fighter operating fram MAKIN,
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During the night of 14-15 January, about six enemy bombs were dropped
on TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, No damage was sustained,

An unreported number of torpede and dive bombers, attacked enemy posi-
tions from 3:00 p.m., 15 January to 3:00 p.m., 16 January, in the north TOROKINA
section, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Definite results were not reported, although the m
was well covered.

At 9:30 a.m., 15 January, twenty-four Liberators and sixty-two fighters
bombed the plantation at EAST CAPE, NEW IRELAND.

On 15 January, Airacobras strafed eleven barges and three trucks at CHABAI,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Two of the barges were sunk.

During the day, an unreported number of Corsairs bombed the enemy supply
area at MARIRICI, southeast ELPRESS AUGUSTA EAY. DBombs were also dropped on
bridges over the TEKZSSI RIVER, and on a bridge in the vicinity of the NOMOITY
MISSION-MAMAGAJA ROAD, southwest BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 10:40 p.m. 14 January and at 2:10 a.m. 15 January, three Liberators
struck LAKUNAI. One bombed TCBERA and another bombed the northeast section of
RABAUL TOWN, NEW BRITAIN. No enemy planes were encountered,

Later reports indicate that in the engagement over RABAUL on 14 January,
thirty-two enemy planes were shot down instead of twenty-nine as previously
reported. Thirteen were probably shot down instead of sixteen,
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At 2:50 p.m., 16 January, nine Mitchells attacked enemy shipping and

|| installations at MALOELAP, MARS{ALL ISLANDS. One medium size freighter

and a small freighter were possibly sunk. A fuel dump, hangars, buildings
and the runway were damaged. Four and possibly five grounded medium enemy
bombers were damaged, Forty to fifty enemy fighters intercepted and of
these, two were probably destroyed. Ve lost one bomber, cne sustained major
damage and seven others minor damage. Two of the personnel were injured.

The submarine SSAHORSE sank a loaded mediun enemy transport about 330 f /

F o

miles northwest of TRUK. /
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During the night of 13-14 January, enemy planes dropped bombs on
the RUSSELL ISLANDS, SEGI, TOROKINA and MUNDA. One grounded dive bomber
was demolished and a torpedo bomber damaged, The mat at the PIVA air
strip was slightly damaged. No casualties were sustained. One epsmy
plane was shot down by a Corsair,

During the night of 13-14 January, enemy installations in the RABAUL,
NEW BRITAIN area, were under air attack. 5ix Iiberators struck at LAKUNAT,
five attacked VANUKUNAU and two dropped bombs on RABAUL TOWN. MALAGINA
was attacked by one Liberator as was RAPFOPO., Two Liberstors bombed
KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A large explosion was observed at LAKUNAI
and hits were scored on revetments and the runway. Several small fires
were started at VANUKUNAU, LAKUNA was later bombed by six torpedo bombers,
but results were not reported.

On the early morning of 14 January, twelve Mitchells bombed VANUKUNAU,
CAFE GAZELLE and EAST CAFE, NEW IRELAND. Results were unobserved. Cne of
our planes failed to return.

At 12:30 p.m., 14 January, thirty-six dive bombers, sixteen torpedo /
j bombers, and seventy-three fighters, attacked enemy shipping in SIVPSON }I
HARBCR, RABAUL, MNEW IRELAND. Direct hits were scored on seven cargo ves— ;
sels and a number of near misses were cbserved. A direct hit and four near
misses were scored on a destroyer. One direct hit was observed on what
appeared to be a light cruiser. During the approach thirty enemy fighters
,, wWere enmuntered and during the attack sixty or seventy enemy fighters in-
tercepted our planes. Twenty-nine enemy ters were shot down and sixteen
/j probably shot down. We last tﬂ plﬂs, but four pilots were recovered. J
At 3:30 p.m., 14 January, twelve dive bombers and five Adracchbras
dropped bombs in the vicinity of WAKUNAL, west NUMA NUMA, BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, During the day, air patrols bombed and strafed NUMA NUMA and TENEHAU.

A number of huts were destroyed.

At 3:50 p.m., 1l January, a Lightning fighter shot down one enemy plane
(type unidentified), in the vicinity of TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. This

brought the total of enemy planes destroyed, during 14 January, to thirty- /

one and sixteen probables.
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At 3:00 a.m., 15 January, twelve Liberators bombed ROI and NAMUR
ISLANDS, KWAJALEIN ATCLL., Many fires and large explosions, visible
for thirty miles, indicated considerable damage. No enemy planes were
enccuntered, All our planes returned.

Later that morning, three Mitchells made a low altitude attack on
shipping at WCTJE. One medium size carge vessel was sunk and two others
possibly damaged. Intense antiaireraft fire damaged one of our bombers,
All cur planes returned,

The submarine PUFFER, returned from patrol of the MANILA area, after
sinking one destroyer (1,868 tons), and damaging 25,200 tons of enemy
shipping. An additional 5,800 tons was possibly damaged.

The submarine BALAD, returned from patrol of the TRUK area and the
BISMARCK ARCHIFELAGO, after damaging one 2,500 ton enemy freighter-trans-
port.
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During the night of 12-13 January, sixteen Liberators attacked tha
LAKUNAT runway and the revetment area at TOB:RA, RABAUL Area, NEW
BAITAIN, Ildight antiaircraft fire slightly damaged one of our planes,

At 5:30 a.m. 13 January, six torpedo bombers launched torpedoes
against enemy cargo vessels in SIMPSON HARBOR, RABAUL Area, NEV BRITAIN,
Results of this attack were unobserved, All of our planes returned, but
one was damaged by light antiaircraft fire,

At 5:55 a.m. 13 January, eleven Mitchells completed bombing and
strafing attacks on TOEERA, RAPOPO and the WIDE BAY Area, NEW BRITAIN.
Results were not reported,

On 13 January the TINFUTS Area, NORTH BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was
strafed by four Airacobras and a fire started. At about the same time,
three dive bombers destroyed one end of the FURIATA RIVER bridge, south
interior BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

in unreported number of enemy planes ineffectively dropped four
bombs southwest of the BARAKOMA Adrstrip, VELLA LAVELLA, during the early
morning of 13 January.

On 13 January, JAPANESE positions in the NUMA NUMA Area, north BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, were bombed by twelve dive bombers.

At 5:00 p.m., 13 January, a JAPANESE bomber dropped five bombs in the
repair area of the MUNDA airstrip, NEW GEORGIA. Three of our grounded
planes were badly damaged, and seven more sustained damage. A number of
fuel drums were set on fire. In a second attack, the enemy plane dropped
five more bombs north of the airstrip, killed one man, wounded twenty-

thres Army personnel.

|

pe—-

Cn the early morning of 14 January, a reconnaissance plane strafed
two beached enemy barges on the southeast shore of FENI ISLAND, east of
NEW IRELAND,

At 6110 a.m. 14 January, a JAFANESE plane snesked in behind three
of our planes, coming into TREASURY ISLAND, dropped three bomba, which
'l killed cne man and wounded nine, but caused no material damage,

At 9:01 p.m. 14 Jamuary, a barge (type unreported) in tow of a
tanker was torpedoed apparently by an enemy submarine about two hundred
and seventy miles east of ESPFIRITU SANTC. Fourteen survivors have been
recovered; eight are reported missing,
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Photographs taken of the Mitchell bomber attack on MALOELAF, 11 January,
show a destroyer on fire and a 3,000 ten enemy freighter on fire,

During the afterncon of 12 January, twenty-oneDauntless dive bombers and
twenty Airacobras, operating from APAMAMA, GILHERT ISLANDS, dropped six tons of
bombs on VILLE and started a small fire. No enemy planes were encountered,

Two dive bombers were slightly damaged by heavy antiaireraft fire.

On the late afternoon of 13 January, nine Mitchells, cperating from TARAWA,
bombed and strafed enemy installations at WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Hits were
scored on a number of small vessels. No enemy planes were encountered.

During the morning of 13 January, twenty-one Dauntless dive bombers and
sixteen Airacobras bombed the barracks area on MILLE and strafed six grounded
anes. Two fires were started in the barracks area, but results of the attack
ofl the planes were not observed. MNo airborne enemy planes were encountered.
Cne dive bomber was damaged by lipght antiaireraft fire.

At T:L5 a.m, 13 January, an unreported number of our destroyers campleted
a_bombardment of the north coast of BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. The CHINPUTTS-UMUM

Areas and the camp area at RURI BAY were well covered. A number of fires started.

During the night of 12-13 January, cne enemy plane dropped a bomb without
effect in the TOROKINA Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, At the same time, one enemy
plane was shot down by a Ventura night [ighter.

At 4100 a.m, 13 Jamuary, an unidentified Allied plane dropped a bomb and
started a large fire on KONDAKANIMBOKD ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY.

The submarine RAY sank 10,020 tons of enemy shipping and probably sank }f
18,686 tons, — {
—

The submarine SEAWOLF reported blowing up a medium sized freighter loaded ;y
with gasoline on 1, January.
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At 1:50 a.m., 13 January, one enemy plane believed to be a medium bomber,
dropped six 100 pound bembs on the MUNDA air strip. Two men were slightly
wounded, one grounded Liberator and a torpedo bomber were slightly damaged.

During the night of 12-13 January, about twelve to fifteen enemy bombers
dropped bombs on TARAWA. One Ventura was seriously dsmaged and six others
sustained minor damage. A =mall amount of drum gascline was destroyed. The
machine shop at MULLINIX air field was destroyed. Fersonnel casualties: one
dead, five injured.

On 12 Jamuary, eight Liberators, attacked enemy shipping at KWAJALEIN,
MARSHALL ISLANDS. Four medium size cargo vessels and two 150 foot vessels
were set on fire. Hits were scored on shore installations. Eight grounded

enemy planes were destroyed by strafing. No enemy planes were encountered
but two of our bombers sustained damage by antiaircraft fire.

e ——
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During the night of 11 January, sixteen Liberators attacked TAROA,
MARSHALL ISLANDS. This attack was reported in the morning summary of 13
January, but at that time the target was unknown.

On 11 January, four Airacobras strafed the NUMA NUMA area, on the north-
east central coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Results were not reported.

During the night of 11-12 January, a night fighter bombed the enemy
bivouae area at BONIS, north BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND, and started a number of
fires,

Thirteen Mitchells, at 6:40 a.m., 12 January, attacked air field installa-
tions at VUNAKANU, RABAUL area, NEW BRITAIN. Seven grounded enemy planes
were destroyed. In addition, about six ships or barges were strafed in
KERAVIA BAY. Results of this attack were unreported. No enemy planes were
encountered. All our planes returned,

During the night of 12-13 Januwary, our positions on TREASURY ISLAND were
raided three times by six planes in each raid. About fifteen bombs dropped
on the eastern end of STIRLING ISLAND, killed five men and wounded fifty-two.
Material damage, if any, has not been reported.

2

At 11:41 a.m., 12 January, ntﬁ?m Liberators, escorted by fifty=two
fighters, bombed TOBERA, RABAUL srea, NEW BRITAIN. A number of hits were
scored on a road im the Weldity of the runway and near the south revetments.
The escorting planes engaged about thirty-four enemy fighters and destroyed
three., Two more enemy planes were shot down by the bombers and three more
probably shot down. Two of-4he Liberatora were damsged by aserial bembs and

anether was damaged by enemy fighters.

At 11:32 a.m., 12 January, one Liberator dropped bombs on the BUKA supply
area and another bombed KIHILI, early on the afternocon of the same day. Both
planes returned.

At 3:00 p.m., 12 January, two torpedc bombers struck at enemy bridges,
UONOITU area, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

Cn 13 January, one Airacobra bombed the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND and set six huts on fire. Four Kittyhawks strafed RAVA HAREOR, north
BOUGAINVILIE, Results were not cbaerved.
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During the night of 11 January, another enemy plane dropped eight bombs
in the water at MAKIN, Additicnal enemy planes were over APEMAMA, dropping
bomba lj.:- the scuthwest end of the air strip with no damage,

At dusk, on 11 January, nine Mitchell medium bombers, hit shipping and
sntiaircraft installations on the MALOELAP Atoll, Iwo five hundred pound
bombs hit a 5,000 ton freighter amidships, probably sinking her. A light
crulser or d___xEIE.m_hit by one five hundred pound BSEE and further damsged

aling, A one hundred and fifty foot aloop was sunk, Antiaircraft
in] en BEBI, TJAN, TAR and OLLOT ISLANDS wers damaged. Some five to
seven Zeros atteapted an interception and two were probably damsged. All our
Planes returned, but two received slight damage.

During the night of 11 January, the submarine STURGEON sttacked a seven-
ship escorted convoy near BUNGO SUIDO, EMPIRE waters, and made one torpedo hit
in a 7,000 ton tanker. The submarine SEAWOLF, which was in the vicinity,
reports that she sunk the crippled tanker along with the towing ship for & total
of 16,000 tons,.
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On 11 January, at 1:43 p.m., eighteen Avengers, forty-eight Dauntless
planes, with twenty-two fighters, bombed CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IHELAND. They
made three hits on antiaircraft positions, near the radar station, started &
fire and demolished one building. The enemy did not intercept, but twenty-
eight high flying Lightnings destroyed a Zero, and probably knocked down four
more, All our planes returned.

On 11 January, st 10:15 a.m., six Dauntless dive boabers hit the bivouac
area at MAWAREKA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, with unobserved results.

The MOSIGETTA bivouac erea, FMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was bombed 11 January at
2:30 p.m., by four Dauntless dive bombers and two Avengers. The results were
unreported.

During 11 January, two flights of Airacobras from TOROKINA strafed the
east coast of BOUGAINVILLE from NWUMA NUMA to KOROMIRA. FHesults were not cbserve

During the night of 10-11 January, & patrol plane from GUADALCANAL bombed
the radar at CAPE ST. GECRGE, NEW IREL/AND. Results were not reported.

It is reported that fighters and Liberators, under command of Admiral
Halsey, have destroyed, in the air, betwsen 30 December - 7 January enemy
plenes in the amount of cpe hundred and five.

During the night of 11 January, sixteen Liberators hit an unreported
target in the eastern MARSHALLS, sterting fires which were visible for forty
miles, Explosions were also seen., Two twin-engined enemy planes were destroyed.
All our planes returned.

During the night of 11 January, five Liberators bombed MILLE Atoll with
unobserved results. No losses or casualties were suffered by our planes.

On 11 January, &t 1:00 p.m., ten Navy Liberators made a low-level attack
on KWAJALEIN ISLAND against shipping, Our flight received no interception from
the enemy and their antimircraft fire was weak, Two freighters ware sunk_and
rmmnmnm% . EBomb hits wers scored on antiairéraft posi-
tions at each end of t d. Two planes on the flying field wers strafed.
Docks, radio station headquarters and store houses on ENUEIL ISLAND were burned.
No damage or Casualties were suffered by our planes.

e e Se—

During the night of 10 January, an enemy bomber dropped four bombs into
the lagoon at TARAWA, No damage was incurred.
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On 9 January, at 9:05 p.m., six Mitchell bombers bombed the LUKUNAI air-
field, RABAUL, with unobserved results.

Shortly after midnight 10 January, one of our night fighters bombed
RABAUL, starting large fires and exploding houses in the northeast corner of
SIMPSON HARBOR. It also strafed and put out a searchlight near the hospital.

On 10 January, at 12:20 p.m., seventeen Mitchell bombers, twenty-two
Dauntless planes and sixty-eight fighters, bombed the installations at CAPE
ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND. One bomb was dropped on antiaireraft positions
northwest of the lighthouse, Although three to five Zeros were in the vicinity,
they offered no resistance. Our planes received light antiaircraft fire, but
all our planes returned.

On 10 January, at 2:00 p.m., five Avengers bombed enemy supply areas in
the vicinity of MARIRIEI RIVER, southeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, destroying five

2
During 10 January, patrol planes from our field at TOROKINA, bombed and
strafed the CHABAI Area, BUEA.

On 10 January, at 1:25 p.m., ten Liberators hit the VUNAKANAU airdrome
at RABAUL, with uncbserved results,

A little later the same day, at 1:40 p.m., five Liberators btombed KIHILI's
supply area, and four additional Liberators bombed BUKA's Chinatown section,
starting two fires.

Between 10 January, 10:08 p.m,, and 11 January, 3:26 a.,m., twenty Liberators
made individual attacks on targets at RABAUL. Bomb drops were made on LAKUNAI,
VUNAKANAU and TOBERA airfields with uncbserved results.

One of our low flylng bombers was damaged slightly by antiaircraft fire.
Two enemy planes which were observed near the formation offered no interception,
Al our planes returned,

During the afterncon of 1l January, one of our patrol planes from GUADAL-

CANAL, strafed five barges or sampans in a small bay on the west coast of NEW
IRELAND, approximately fifty miles south of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
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It is reported that fighters and Liberators, under command of
Addmirel Halsey, have destroyed, in the air, betwsen 30 December -
7 Jenuery enemy planes in the amount of 106,

On 11 January, et 1:00 p.m., ten Navy Liberators mede a low-level
attack on EWAJALEIN ISLAND mgainst ehipping. Our flight received no
interception from the enemy and their antiaircraft fire was weak., Two
freighters were sunk and four smaller ones were damaged. Bomb hits
were scored on antieireraft positions et each end of the islend. Two
plenes on the flying field were strafed. Docks, radio station heade
quarters and store houses on ENUBIL ISLAND were burned. No damage or
casualties were suffered by our planes.

At dusk, on 11 Januery, nine Mitchell medium bombers, hit shipping
and antisireraft installations on the MALOELAF Atoll. Two 500 pound
bombs hit a 5,000 ton freighter amidships, probably sinking her. A
light cruiser or destroyer was hit by ome 500 pound bamb and further
damaged by strafing., A 160 foot sloop wes sunk. Antisircraft instal-
lations on BEEI, THAN, TAR and OLLOT ISLANDS were camaged. Some 5 to
7 Zeros attempted an interception and two were probably dameged. All
cur planes returned, tut two received slight damege.

During the night of 11 January, the submerine STURGECH attacked a
7-shlp escorted convoy near BUNGO SUIDC, EMPIFE waters, and made one
torpedo hit in a 7,000 ton tanker. The submarine SEAWOLF, which was in
the vieinity, reports that she sunk the erippled tenker along with the
towing ship for a total of 16,000 tons.
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A more detailed report of the surface bombardment during the night
{ | of 8 Jaunuary, of the SHORTLAND-POPCRANG-FAISI area, indicates that Task
Force 38, comprising the light cruisers HONOLULU and ST. LOUIS and five
destroyers, thoroughly covered POPORANG ISLAND with thirteen hundred six-
inch and two thousand five-inch shells, which started three fires and un-
doubtedly silenced the shore batteries. KOROVO, on the southeastern side
of SHORTLAND ISLAND, was also attacked and blanketed by a thousand six-inch
and eight hundred twenty-five five-inch shells, which ignited a fuel clumy
that burned for several hours. Enemy known shore batteries returned our
fire only at intervals but their nearest splashes missed our ships by about
five hundred yards. Despite a well placed enemy star shell pattern, the
smoke screen put down by our van destroyers, effectively blotted out our
light cruisers,

During the night of 10-11 January, one of our patrol planes, from the
TOROKINA airfield bombed inter-island barge traffic in the CHOISEUL BAY
area, CHOISEUL ISLAND., COne barge was sunk and one was damaged.

On 11 January, at 1:30 p.m., a patrol plane from GUADAICANAL, reported
shooting down cne enemy bamber off the southern end of MUSSAU ISLAND.

BOUGAINVILIE GROUND SITUATION

On 10 January, Company I of the 82nd Infantry, opened an attack against
the enemy on the south side of the east to west trail, near the eastern end
of our defenses at TOROKINA. Twenty-five of the enemy were killed. Our only
casualty; one officer, who was slightly wounded.
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On 10 January (east longitude date), navy search Liberators bombed
KiAJALEIN ISLAND without interruption from enemy fighters. Antiaireraft
fire was encountered but all our planes returned safely.

During the night of 10 January (east longitude date), navy search
Liberators made a mine plant on and also attacked WCTJE from a very low
altitude, Large fires were started and antiaireraft installations were

damaged. Two enemy planes were destroyed, one small tanker and a patrol
vessel were sunk,

In the evening of 10 January (east longitude date), Army Liberators
bombed WOTJE with unknown results.

During the morning of 9 January (east longitude date), Mitchell
bombers attacked EMIDJI ISLAND, in the JALUIT ATOLL. Cne near miss with

a 500 pouhd bomb was scored on two 100 foot vessels at the north end of
EMIDJI. ©One of our planes was damaged by antiaireraft fire and one man

was wounded.

The submarine GATO, returning from a war patrol, in the southwest
PACIFIC, reports as follows:

29 November - scuth of FELEW, damaged a freighter of 500 tons.

30 lMovember - in the same general vieinity, sunk a freighter-transport

of 5,600 tons.

20 December - while patrolling south of PELEW, fired six torpedoes at

two south bound MARUS, with two escorts, and sunk a

freighter-tanker of 9,000 tons and a freighter of 6,500

tons.

The GATO was severely depth-charged subsequert to the attack. She sur-

faced two hours later to find an unexploded depth-charge on her deck, just

The depth-charge was floated off in a rubber boat
While making

for the targsts she had hit, the GATO ran into the ship's

over the after battery.
in hopes that the Jap escorts might come charging down on it.

a surface search
escorts, but evaded them.

The submarine FLYING FISH, returning from a patrol in the CENTR AL

FACIFIC, reports sinking one freighter and one tanker during December, for

a total of 15,000 tons.
The submarine SEAWCLF, on 10 January, sunk one freighter.
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During the night of 8-9 January, an unreported number of Venturas dropped
bombs on POPORANG ISLAND. Results were not reported.

At 1:30 pe.m, 9 January, two squadrons of Liberators bombed VUNAKANAU,
RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, Results were unreported. All of our planes returned.
At about the same time, twenty-three dive bombers and sixteen torpede bombers,
escorted by seven sguadrons of fighter planes, attacked TOBERA, RABAUL Ares,
NEW BRITAIN. A number of hits were scored on the runway and on antiaireraft
gun positions, in the vicinity of the runway. A grounded enemy plane appeared
to have been destroyed.

About twelve to fifteen enemy fighters attacked our bombers and released &
number of aerial bombs without effect, Two dive bombers and four torpedo bombers
were damaged by enemy antiaircraft fire. The fighter escort engaged about forty
enemy fighters and of these shot down sixteen, and probably snother. We lost one
Helleat and two Kittyhawks.

At 3:20 p.m, 9 January, two torpedo bombers set on fire a number of huts in
the KIAREA Area, southwest BOUGAINVILLE TSLAND.

At 9:ik a.m,, 9 January, the BUKA seaplane base was bombed by eight Mitchells.
Results were unreported. Another Mitchell dropped bombs on the KIHILI supply
ares,

On 9 January, eight Airacobras strafed the RAMUSIAN EIVER Area and the TINPUTS
Area, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not cbserved.

The lookout tower at CAPE DUNGANON, west coast of BUKA ISLAND, was strafed
by fighter planes, Hesults were uncbserved.

At 3:00 a.m, 10 January, two of our destroyers bombarded the CHOISEUL BAY
Area, CHOISEUL ISLAND, A number of fires were started,
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Cn the morning of & January, a reconnaissance plane strafed four enemy
barges off the east coast of AYBITLE ISLAND. One of the barges was sub-

sequently beached. The enemy barge staging center, in the area, was also
strafed.

The submarine MUSKELUNGE, qperating in the PACIFIC, reported as follows:
22 December - possibly damaged a 7,000 ton freighter.
28 December - sank an ammunition carrying vessel.

6 January - damaged a tanker,
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At 10:19 p.m., 8 January, an unreported number of United States 1ight
cruisers and destroyers, bembarded the SHORTLAND-FAISI-POPCRANG area, A
number of fires were started. Some enemy shore fire was encountered but
this apparently was not effective,

At 9:30 a.m., B January, ten Mitchells attacked enemy concentrations on
SIPOSAT and KONDAKANIMBOKO ISLAMDS, CHOISEUL BAY area, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

At 1:40 p.m., an unreported number of Liberators dropped bombs on KIHILI.
Results were not reported. The PURIATA RIVER bridge, near KIA BAY, southwest
ECUGAINVILIE ISLAND, was partially destroyed by six torpedo bombers. Bombs
were also dropped on a bivouac area in the vieinity.

An unreported number of torpedo bombers, dive bombers and Venturas, strafed
an enemy destroyer, three patrol craft, and set on fire two enemy barges, near
BUKA PASSAGE. One Corsair failed to return.

An unidentified United States submarine, cperating in the CELEBES-CERAL
area, sand two and damaged one large enemy ship.

An enemy convoy was attacked by an unidentified United States submarine,
forty-five miles southeast of the ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, Although results were
not immediately observed, a subsequent count of the convoy indicated one ship

ssing.

On é January, a reconnaissance plane scored a 500 pound bomb hit on a
small enemy vessel at JABOR, JALUIT.
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An unreported number of our motor torpedo boats, during the night
of 6-7 January, engaged three enemy landing eraft off the southwest coast
of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Small caliber hits were scored by both sides.
Enemy coastal guns iheffectively bombarded our boats during the engagement.

On the same night, an ICI gunboat shelled the CHOISEUL BAY area,
CHOISEUL ISLAND, and a Ventura drepped bombs on MORGUSATA ISLAND, southeast
of SHORTLAND ISLAND,

On the morning of 7 January, twenty-four dive bomberas and eighteen tor-
pedo bombers, covered by eight squadrons of fighter planes, attacked radar
and antiaireraft installations on CAPE 5T. GEORGE, south NEW IRELAND. A

' number of fires were started. Forty or seventy enemy fighters intercepted
and attacked the bombers over ST, GECRGE CHANNEL. The enemy planes dropped
a number of aerial bombs. Ten enemy fighters were destroyed and two probably
destroyed. Ve lost two bombers and three Hellcats, two of the latter by
collision, Another dive bomber crashed upon its return but the crew was
recovered. '

On 7 January, two Liberators dropped bammbs on KIHILI, southeast BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, and another bombed KIETA, east coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
Results of these attacks were not reported,

At 11:32 a.m., 7 January, ten Liberators bombed VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITAIN.
Results were unobserved.

On the morning of 7 January, twenty-two Army Dauntless dive bombers and
eleven Helleats bombed and strafed JALUIT. No enemy planes were encountered,
Heavy antiaircraft fire damaged three of the dive bombers.

During the night of 7-8 January, an enemy reconnaissance plane dropped
two bombs, without effect, on several of our small patrol craft in the vicinity

of TOROKINA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY area.

At 6:L5 pum., B January, three enemy planes dropped eighteen bombs on
TARAWA, without damage.
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At midnight & January, six liberators, operating from NUKE FETAU,
ELLICE ISLANDS, and staging through TARAWA, bombed TAROA, MALEOLAP, MARSHALL
ISLANDS. Eight other Liberators bombed WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Large fires
were observed at both places. No enemy planes were encountered, All of our
planes returned without damage.

The submarine TMTOG, operating in the PACIFIC, reported as follows:

27 December - damaged one 8,000 ton freighter and a 5,000 ton passenger
vessel,

3 January - sank two freighters 6,680 tons and 3,000 tons, respectively,

The submarine FETO, on 7 January, sank an 8,200 ton freighter one hundred
and eighty-five miles north northwest of the ADMIRALTY
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During the morming of 6 January, an unreported number of Idghtnings
shot dwon nine enemy fighter planes and four prohﬂg,luu over RABAUL, NEW
BRITAIN. Two of the Lightnings feiled to return, /In addition, cur planes
strafed BORFOF, southeast coast of NEW IRELAND, and destroyed a grounded
enemy medium bomber. Villages and houses betwesen CAPE SENA and CAFE
NARUN, southeast coast NEW IRELAND, were also strafed,

On 6 January, a Corsair was attacked by twemty or thirty enemy fighter
planes over ST. GEORGES CHANNEL, but succeeded in escaping after shooting
down cne of the attackers.

& January, six Mitchells bombed and strafed installations at
KUKURE FLANTATION, KONDAKANIMBOKO and other islands in the CHOISEUL BAY
Area.

At 10:16 a.m. 6 January, ten Mitchells bombed TONCOLEI, southeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and possibly damaged enemy antiaireraft installa-
ticna.

At 3:00 p.m. 6 January, three torpedo bombers attacked MOSIGETTA,
destroyed six huts and pessibly started a fire in an ammunition dump,

At 6:45 p.m. 6 January, three Venturas attacked installations at
TEREKUEURE, in the CHOISEUL BAY Area.

During the night of 67 January, motor torpede boats were bombed,

apparently without effect, three times off CAFE LALALAN, south BUKA
ISLAND.
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During the morning of 5 January, twanty-four dive bombers attacked enemy
bivouac areas and bridges in the vicinity of MEIVD and KIARAE, southwest
interior of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A direct hit was scored on a bridge and a
fire was started at MEIVO.

Six Mitchells bombed and strafed enemy concentrations in CHOLSEUL BAY,
northwest CHOISEUL ISLAND, during the moming of 5 January. Enemy barges near
SIFOSWI and GUPPY ISLANDS, CHOISEUL BAY, were strafed by these bombers, but
resilts were uncbasrved.

At 11:35 a,m, 5 January, nine Mitchells bombed MAHELA MISSION, south
interior BUKEA ISLAND. Results were unobserved.

On the ssme morning, six Liberators attacked enemy installations on
POPORANG ISLAND. Two other Liberators bombed TCONOLEI, three struck at
KIHILI, and one bombed FAURU ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area. Results of these attacks

were uncbaesrved.
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During 4 January, seven Corsairs strafed four enemy barges in ST,
GEORGE CHANNEL, and apparently destroyed one which was cbserved to explode.
These planes, later, attacked the GAZELLE FENINSULA, NEW BRITAIN coastline,
and started a number of fires.

—
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On 3 January, an unreported mumber of Venturas, cperating from TARAVA,
GILEERT ISLANDS, scored two hits on a carge transport at JALUIT. Results
of bombs dropped on another transport in the area were not observed,

On the same day, twenty-four Army Dauntless dive bombers, covered by
twenty-four Adracobras, attacked MILLE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy planes
were encountered. One of the fighter planes was shot down by antiaircraft
fire.

Enemy planes dropped bombs on TARAWA, MAKIN and APAMAMA, on the night
of 3 January, and again on TARMVA, 4 January, without damage to ocur installa-
tions.

On the morning of 4 January, eighteen Liberatora, operating from NANGMEA,
ELLICE ISLANDS, dropped twenty-two tons of bombs with unobserved results on
JALUIT, MARSHALIL ISLANDS. No enemy planes were encountered; four of our
bombers sustained minor damage by antiaircraft fire,

During the night of 3-4 January, a Ventura dropped bombs on PCPORANC
ISLAND, scutheast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and started a number of fires., A
night fighter dropped bombs on BUKA ISLAND,

An unreported number of Liberators attacked SOHANA ISLAND in BUKA PASSAGE,
during the morning of L January. A number of hits were scored on the seaplane
base and in the supply areas,

At 6:35 a.m., 4 January, MAWARAKA, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, was bombed by two torpedo bombers. Bombs fell on a road and in the
vieinity of a bridge which was possibly damaged.

At 11:15 a.m., four Mitchells, dropped bombs on TONOLEI, southeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not reported.

At 11:30 a.m., 4 January, twelve Mitchells attacked CHABAI, northwest
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. One fire was started.

During the afterncon of 4 January, forty-two fighters were intercepted by
thirty Japanese fighters ower RABAUL, NEW ERITAIN. Ten enemy planes were
shot down and five more probably shot down. Our losses, if any, were not
reported.

On 4 Jamuary, BANIU, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bombed by four Aira-
cobras, These planes then strafed the BONIS runway and villages in the
vicinity. Four other Airacobras machine gunned enemy positicns at PAFAS, on
the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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At 8100 p,m., 3 January, ten enemy planes raided APAMAMA, GILBERT
ISLANDS. Two PB4Y's were destroyed and two were damaged by the attack,
instead of eleven grounded planes &s reported in a previous despatch.
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At 7:30 a.m. 3 Jamary, six Liberators bombed an enemy transport in
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Results were uncbserved, Nineteen enemy fighters
intercepted our bombers. Three enemy planes were shot down. All of our
bombers returned, although one was damaged.

At B:15 a.m. 3 January, three Liberators dropped bombs on KIHILI,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Results were unobserved. Later, six Mitchells attack-
ed the bivouac area in the vicinity. Results of this attack were not report-
ed.

the morning of 3 Jamuary, three of our planes bombed SOHANA
ISLAND in BUKA FASSAGE, north of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A fire was started.

On 3 January, eighteen Mitchells attacked enemy supply areas on the
southeast tip of BUKA ISLAND. A number of hits were cbserved.

During the early afternoon of 3 January, forty-five dive beombers and
twenty-four torpedo bombers attacked enemy positions in the SHCOATLAND-
FAISI Area. A number of direct hits were observed on heavy gun positions.
A number of fires were started. All of our planes returned, although seven
sustained damage by antiaircraft fire,

Between T:L0 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. 3 January, thirty-eight of our fighters
fought twenty Zeros over RABAUL. Five of the enemy planes were shot down,
and five more probably shot down. We lost two Hellcats, one of these being
piloted by M who fell after shooting down his twenty-sixth
enemy plane.
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On 2 January, five Liberators, operating from ELLICE ISLANDS, bombed
WOTJE, MARSHALT ISLANDS. Due to clouds, results were not observed. Out of
thirty enemy fighters that intercepted, eight were destroyed and five more
probably destroyed.

On the same day, nine Liberators dropped bombs on TAROA, MALUELAP,
MARSHALL ISLANDS. Thirty enemy fighter planes intercepted and of these two
were destroyed and two probably destroyed. We lost three Liberators but
succeeaded in rescuing the crew of one. Four of our planes were severely
damaged and others sustained minor damage.

At sbout noon, 2 January, nine Mitchells bambed and shelled with 75
millimeter gunfire shore installations on JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS. A number
of fires ware started. Heavy antiairecraft fire was encountered and one of
our planes was shot down; another returned damaged.

At 8100 p.m., 3 Jamary, an unrepcrted number of enemy planes bombed
APAMAMA, GILBERT ISLANDS, and destroyed eleven grounded planes and damaged
two. Two of the perscnnel were iilled.

On 3 January, a reconnaissance plane attacked and severely damaged
a small enemy freighter forty-five miles northwest of MILLE, MARSHALL ISLANDS.

On the same day, another reconnaissance plane bombed UJELANG ISLAND,
ENIWETOK ATOLL. A near miss was observed near the radioc installations,

At 9125 a.m., b4 Jamuary, aircraft from Task Group 37.2 (HJNKER HILL
(CV), MONTEREY (CVL), plus destroyers), attacked two enemy destroyers in the
KAVIENG area, NEW IRELAND. Both of the vessels were struck by torpedoes and
bombs and it is believed that cne sank and the other possibly sank.
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At 10:41 a.m,, an unreported number of ocur Liberators bombed the
KIHILI AREA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. HResults were unreported.

Shortly after midnight 2 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed
three snemy barges five miless southeast of OEMA ISLAND, off southeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A bomb hit was scored on one of the barges.

On 2 Januery, an unreported number of our planes dropped 900 pounds
of bombs on ENYU ISLAND, BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS.

At noon, 1 January, an unreported number of our planes sighted about
twenty enemy Zeros over RABAUL. The Japanese fighters were reluctant to
engage. However, cne of the enemy planes was damaged. All of our planes
returned.

During the night of 1 January, a Corsair night fighter, engaged and
destroyed a Japanese dive bomber over TCROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

There is considerable enemy barge activity off the southeast coast
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. On 2 January, a Catalina exchanged fire with several
of the enemy barges. Results were not reported.

At 10:00 a.m., 2 January, seventeen dive bombers and twelve torpedo
bombers attacked enemy positions 5,000 yards east of the TOROKINA RIVER
MOUTH, destroyed a number of huts and started several fires.

At 11:37 a.m., 2 Jamuary, twenty-four Mitchells, attacked the enemy
supply ares, northeast of the BUKA ISLAND airdrome. A number of fires were
started.

An incomplete report indicates that at noon, 2 Jamuary, an unreported
mumber of our fighters engaged about thirty Japanese planes over RABAUL, NEW
BRITAIN, shot down eleven and probably destroyed three more, We lost one
Corsair.

At about noon, 2 January, two Venturas bombed the NUMA NUMA area, nort]
east central coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results of this attack were not
reported.

The submarine HERRING sank an enemy destroyer on 31 December, a pass-
enger freighter (9,000 tons) and probably sank a freighter of 5,500 tons, on
1 January.
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During the night of 31 December and 1 January, two motor torpede
boats attacked and damaged one or two enemy barges in the vieinity of TORAU
BAY, southeast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. One of our motor torpedo boats was

damaged by machine gunfire.

At about 8:00 a.m., 1 January, eighteen dive bombers and sixteen
torpedo bombers bombed the TORCKINA RIVER area in support of ground troops.
A fuel dump was probably set on fire,

At 11:02 a.m., 1 Jamuary, six Mitchells attacked the area northeast
of KIMILI, BOUCAINVILIE ISIAND. Results of this attack were not reported,

At. about the same time, four Venturas bombed and strafed an enemy barge
hideout west of NUMA NUMA, central east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results wers not
reported.

At 11:40 a.m., 1 January, thirty-three dive bombers attacked the
MOSIGETTA area, southeast of EMPFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, started three fires, de-
stroyed two bridges and damaged a number of buildings,

On 1 January, four Adracobras bombed and damaged two enemy barges in
TONOLEI HARFECR, SHCORTLAND area. These planes then strafed huts at CAFE
DUNGANCN, central west coast of BUKA ISLAND, CHABAI, northwest coast BOUGAIN-
VILIE IS.AND, and TAPSADANATA, northeast coast BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. Results

of these attacks were not reported.

On the same day, eight other Adracobras machine gunned the TOROKINA
RIVER area, ROAOVANA, central east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, KIETA, central
east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and CHIROVANTE, central east interior BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND. Hesults were unobserved.

At about noon 1 Jamuary, EM%ML es ed fighters,
attacked LAKUNAIL, RAB a, NEW BRI « A number of s were 3§
in the revetment ar a grounded enemy medium bomber was set on [ire.

Out of approximately ninety enemy airborne fighters, about thirty or
forty of these aggressively attacked our planes. Our bombers shot down up-
wards of fifteen enemy planes, seven probably and damaged one.

The fighters destroyed four Japanese planes and probably two more,
One Liberator was shot down and a plane, as yet unidentified, crashed after
colliding with a Hellcat. Heavy antiaircraft fire caused minor damage to

four of our planes.
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At 8:30 a.m., 1 January, sireraft from Task Group 37.2 (BUNKER HILL (CV),
VONTEREY (CVL), plus destroyers) located two heavy enemy crulsers and two
destroyers about to enter KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

The enemy ships were attacked by the carrier-based aircraft at 11:00 a,.m,,
with the following results: One 1,500 pound bomb and two 1,000 pound bomb
hits, plus at least one torpedo hit were scored on one of the cruisers. The
other cruiser was hit by a 1,600 pound bomb end & 1,000 pound bomb, In
addition, two torpedo hits were observed, but these have not been definitely
assigned, Both cruisers were set on fire, and one burned heavily. It is
believed that both vessels either sank or were beached. Both of the destroy-
ers were heavily strafed, and one was hit by a 1,000 pound bomb, It is be-
lieved that one of the destroyers sank after being set on fire., The other

was badly damaged.

Our attack was intercepted by twenty to thirty enemy fighters, eleven of
thess were shot down, and, in addition, four probably shot down. One enemy
medium bomber in the vicinity was also shot down. We lost two fighters and
one dive bomber plus several planes damaged.

After the attack, our Task Group was shadowed by two enemy fighters, One
of these was subsequently shot down., Up until 9:30 p.ms, there were indica-
tions of enemy planes but none closed.

During the late afternoon 30 December, nine Mitchells, operating from
TARAWA, dropped bombe and shelled JABCR, JALUIT Atoll, with seventy-five
millimeter ammunition, Hits were scored on the radio, fuel dump and storage
installations. All of our planes returned without damage.

The submarine GUNNEL, operating in the PACIFIC, reported sinking one
10,000 ton unidentified passenger freighter on 3 December.
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On the early morning of 31 December, cne Ventura dropped bombs in the
KIETA Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were unobserved.

]
o

Later that morning, the supply and personnel areas at KAHILI, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, were bombed by seventeen Mitchells and sixteen Liberators,
Results were uncbserved. All planes returned, but five Mitchells and one
Liberator were damaged by antisircraft fire.

At noon 31 December, four torpedo bombers and three dive bombera
destroyed two bridges and one road near MONOITU MISSION, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 10:00 s.m. 31 December, seventeen Liberators, cperating from NANOMEA,
ELLICE ISLANDS and steging vis TARAWA, GILBERT ISLANDS, bombed KWAJALEIN,
MARSHALL ISLANDS. A pear miss was cbserved on a medium-sized ship. No

enemy planes were encountered. Moderate antiaireraft fire damaged one of
our planes.

At 1:00 p.m, 31 December, twenty-four Adracobras and twenty-five
Dauntless bombed and strafed MILLE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Two fires were

started. No enemy planes were encountered. OCne Ceuntless was damaged
by weak antiaireraft fire,

At 3:45 a.m, 1 January, & reconnalssance plane attacked an enemy

submarine ten miles southeast of WIDE BAY, NEW BRITAIN. FResults were
not reporteds
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During the night of 28-29 December, the submarine SILVERSIDES
sank three and probably four enemy vessels, ineluding a tanker.

The submarine HERRING reported sinking a 14,000 ton trenspert
and probably o 7,000 ton tanker.
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During the night of 29-30 December, a Liberator bombed enemy concentra-
tions in BOUGAINVILLE. Near SHORTLAND, it was harried by three enemy night
ﬂghtﬂrﬂo

During 30 December, one of our Venturas from TOROKINA bombed southern
FAISI, BOUGAINVILIE.

Cn 30 December, at 11:13 a.m., eighteen unescorted Mitchell bombers, bombed
KIHI1LI, southern BOUGAINVILIE., Three fires were started in the vicinity of
the air strip.

On 30 December, at 11:50 a.m., incomplete reports indicate that nineteen
Liberators hit RABAUL, MNEW BRITAIN., Two Liberators suffered minor damage
from heavy antiaireraft fire, one went down off CAPE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND,
and another one made a crash landing on the runway at MUNDA FIELD.

Another report of this strike states that from thirty to ninety enemy
fighters intercepted, of which twelve were shot down, nine probably. The
enemy used aerial bombs in attacking our air formations. It is stated that
the major part of our bombs landed in RABAUL and some on the east side of
SIMPSON HARBOR. The bombing started fires.

On 30 December at 11:23 a.m., a Liberator bombed MALISI VILLAGE, slightly
to the north of BUKA, HUKA ISLAND, and damaged buildings.

On 30 December, at 2:45 p.m., six Liberators blasted KOROVO, southeastern
SHORTLAND ISLAND, with uncbserved results.

BOUGAINVILIE GROUND SITUATION

For the twenty-four hours ending 30 December, 3:00 p.m., the activities of
our ground forces were as follows: Units of the 37th Division, near CAFE
MOLTEE outpost, engaged an enemy force, estimated nine in number, killing five
of them. Three of our personnel were killed in action. A reconnalssance
patrol moved approximately three hundred yards east of the TORCKINA RIVER, to
cbserve the results of our artillery fire of the previous day, but the unit
was forced It is reported that

the bridge over the main KIHILI road is destroyed. Our small gunboats shelled
the mouth of the TEHESSI RIVER, northeast of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.
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During the afterncon of 28 December, eighteen Armmy Dauntless dive bombers,
twanty Airacobras and nine Mitchells, bombed and strafed MARSHALL
ISLANDS. Mo enemy planes were encountered, Five of our planes returned
slightly damaged by antlaircraft fire.

Cn 28 December, three photo planes and four escorts encountered ten to
thirtesn enemy fighters over EVAJALEIN, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Three of the enemy
plenes were shot down, We lost one and two returned damaged.

On 28 Decexber, fourteen Liberstors, cperating from CANTON LSLAND, bombad
» MARSHAIL ISLANDS. Cur bombers were intercepted by ten enemy fighters.
e results of this snecounter were not reported,

At noon 28 December, six out of sixteen Liberators, operating from ELLICE
ISLANDS, dropped eighteen tons of bombs on , MARSHALL ISLANDE. This
flight was intercepted in the vicinity of » MARSHALL ISLANDS, by thirty-
five to fifty enemy fighters. Two Zeros were destroyed, with ten more probably
destroyed. Two of our bombers were shot down and twelve returned damaged,

Enemy planes twice raided TARAWA, GILBERT ISLANDS, during the evening of
28 December, and dropped their bombs without effect into the water.

During the evening of 29 December, four enemy planes bombed MAKIN ISLAND.
Damsge, if any, was not reported.

During the night of 28-29 December, one Ventura bombed the north end of

SHORTLAND ISLAND with unobserved results. At about the seme time a Liberator
dropped bombs on KIHILI and KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Results were not report-
ed.
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Between 3:00 p.m., 27 December and 3:00 p.m., 28 December, paratroopers
neutralized a strong point held by about thirty Japanese, six hundred yards
east of the TOROKINA RIVER MOUTH, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. About ten or fifteen
of the enemy were killed. Our casualties one killed, fouwr wounded,
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On 27 December, a Ventura reconnaissance plane scored a direct hit
on a large enemy freighter, fifty miles northeast of KNAJALEIN, MARSHALL
ISLANDS, and strafed three of four motor torpedo boat escorts, Later,
this plane attacked and set on fire a muall tanker severty-five miles
southeast of KWAJALETN, MARSHALL ISLANDS.

An urnreported mumber of Venturas, operating from APEMAMA, GILEERT
ISLANDS, bombed NAURU ISLAND on the early morning of 28 December. in
ammurition dump was destroyed and two fires started. Three of our planes
returned damaged by intense enemy antiaircraft fire.

Cn 28 December, the United States Destroyer WADSWORTH bombarded enemy
positions in the vicinity of the FENEI RIVER, northeast EMPFRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

Between 7:30 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., 28 December, fourteen Liberators
bombed the BONIS Supply Area. OUne Liberator dropped bombs on BUKA ISLAND,
Three other Liberators attacked KIHILI, southeast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMND.

At T:30 a.m., 28 December, an unreported mmber of our fighters attacked
fifty or sixty enemy fighters in the vicinity of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Up-
wards of eighteen enemy planes were destroyed. In addition, seven more were
probably destroyed and two damaged. Three of our Corsairs failed to return.

At 11:30 a.m., 28 December, fifty-four dive bombers and twenty-three
torpedo bombers attacked enemy installstions on FOPCRANG, SHORTLAND ISLAND
and FAISI. A number of fires were started. 411 of our planes returned,

At 12:10 p.m., 28 December, twenty-two Mitchells attacked KIHILI, scuth-
east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and started three fires. One of our planes returned

damaged.,

On 28 December, two torpedo bombers strafed enemy positions south of the
JAVA RIVER, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

On 28 December, two Warhawks dropped their belly tanks in the vieinity of
NUMA NUMA, esast central BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND, saturated the area with gascline
and then set it afire by strafing. One plane was damaged by antiaireraft fire.

Uotor torpedo boats on 28 December, destroyed two of three loaded enemy
barges in TORAU BAY, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND. One of the torpedo boats
was damaged by machine gun fire.
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BOUGAINVILIE GROUND SITUATION

Between 3:00 p.m., 26 December, and 3:00 p.m., 27 December, enemy shells
fell near our positions in the northeast TOROKINA section, but did not result
in any damage or casualty. Similarly, twenty to twenty-five shells fell in
front of the section manned by the 2lst Marines. HNo casualties resulted.

In the sector covered by the Second Raider Battalion, eight enemy shells
landed and one officer was wounded. The enemy position was subjected to &
vigorous counter battery fire.

The submarine GURNARD, retwrning from a war patrol in the central PACIFIC
sunk two enemy freighters for eleven thousand tons, and damaged ancther for
seven thousand tons. She also reports that in a night attack she got two
torpedoes into a MARU or warship, which was surrounded by ten escorts,

The U.5.5. OKLAHCMA has been successfully placed in drydeck.
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On 27 December, between 4:00 p.m., and 5:30 p.m., a preliminary report
states that a cruiser and a destroyer Task Group, effectively bombarded
enemy target objectives in the KIETA area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night, 26-27 December, a Liberator bombed BUKA, BONIS,
NUMA NUMA and the KIHILI sections, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 27 December, at 10:02 a.m., six Mitchell medium boubers bombed the
bivouac area, southwest shore of KIETA LAGOON and the Chinatown settlement,
Results of the bombardment were uncbserved. No antiaireraft was received
by our planes,

On 27 December, at 10:33 a.m., fourteen unescorted Mitchells bombed the
BUKA float plane anchorage, causing an explosion, the smoke from which
spiraled upwards of five hundred feet. The flight also attacked antiair-
eraft positions southeast of RAMADATA, eastern end of BUKA PASSAGE, north
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND., Three additional Mitchells bombed the KIHILI supply

duﬂp‘l

Cn 27 December, between 10:55 a.m., and 11:05 a.m., fifty-four Dauntless
dive bombers, twenty-two Avengers and sixteen Lightnings, plastered antiair-
eraft positions at BUKA, particularly the heavy ones at the north end of the
runwey., Additional planes put out of commission two antiaireraft units at
KIHILI. All our planes returned, but ack ack damaged two of the Dauntless

plmﬂ.

During 27 December, two Venturas bombed and strafed three probably un-
serviceable barges on the southeast coast of MMBITLE ISLAND, socutheastern
NEW IHELAND area, and two others on the south coast of FENI ISLAND, south-

eastern NEW IRELAND area,

On 27 December, at noon, RABAUL was swept by a forty plane fighter group.
A tally of these fighters with twelve Corsairs still to turn in their re-
ports, indicates that out of a possible fifty-sixty fighter enemy group in-
tercepting, our planes destroyed eight Zercs, one probably, and damaged one.
In the fight one Hellcat was slightly damaged and one Corsair was forced into
the sea off BUKA. The pilot of the latter plane however has been rescued by

one of our FBY's,

During 27 December, a patrol plane from GUADALCANAL was subjected to
machine gunfire over CAPE ST. GECORGE Lighthouse, NEW IRELAND.

On 27 December, at 5:20 p.m., another patrol plane from GUADALCANAL bombed
seven barges fifteen miles northwest of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.
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On the afterncon of 26 December, five Venturas and eight Hellcats bombed
and strafed JALUIT, and probably damaged several small vessels. The flight
was met by heavy antiaircraft fire from EMIDJI. We suffered no casualties.

Late in the afternoon of 26 December, seventeen Liberators from NANCMEA,
staged through TARAWA, blasted WOTJE with fifty percent of the bombs falling
into the target area., Two near misses were scored on a three hundred foot
freighter from fifteen thousand feet. Six Zeros attempted to intercept and
one was shot down, One of our Liberators was shot down and one was disinte-
grated by the island's heavy and dense antiaircraft fire. No other casualties
occurred.
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The submarine NARWHAL, returning from a war patrol in the SOUTHWEST " ¥
PACIFIC, reports sinking, on 5 December, a four thousand ton enemy freighter /™

The submarine TINOSA, returning from a war patrol in the PALAU area,
reports as follows:

23 November - sank two enemy freighters of a two-ship convoy.

25 November - attacked a three-ship convoy with torpedoes, but missed.
On the following morning, attacked same convoy and blew
the stern off one which is believed to have sank. Hit
one ship which was seen burning that afterncen.

3 December - In a night attack, approximately two hundred miles south-
west of PALAU, in a three-ship escorted convoy, set a
freighter on fire, later sinking her after two more attacks,

The score for the cruise was: Sunk, four freighters
for 18,544 tons; Damaged one freighter for 7,210 tons.

The submarine BONEFISH, returning from a war patrol in the SOUTH CHINA
SEA, reports as follows:

29 November - In a morning periscope attack, on an enemy escorted
freighter, sank it.

1 December - During the night of 30 November- 1 December, attacked an
enemy destroyer and a freighter which she was escorting,
Both ships were sunk,

11 December - In a gun attack off TARAKAN, northeast BORNEO, in the
CELEBES SEA, set on fire an enemy minelayer.

10D A AK
The score for the cruise was: Sunk 16,021 tons;

Damaged, 700 tons.
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During the night of 25-26 December, two Venturas dropped bombs on
FAISI, SHORTLAND AREA. On the same night, a night fighter bombed enemy
bivousc areas along the east coast of MATCHIN BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
KIHILI, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bambed by a Liberator at 11:10p.m.,
25 December.

On 26 December, a reconnaissance plane operating from GUADALCANAL,
strafed and sank an enemy barge filled with troocps, northeast of RABAUL,
NEW IRELAND.

A 11:00 a.m., 26 December, eighteen Mitchells bombed the supply and
bivouac aress at KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not reported.

During the morning 26 December, seven Mitchells, escorted by thirty-
four fighters bombed and strafed a suspected enemy radar installation on
CAPE S5T. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND. One of the Mitchalls fell two miles west of
CAPE 5T. GECRGE. However an unknown number of her crew were subsequently
rescued.

On 26 December, two Venturas bombed CHIVARCI, southeast BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. A bridge and a pumber of huts were destroyed.

Between 8:00 a.m., and 3:50 p.m., 26 December, fifty-three dive bombers
and twenty-four torpedc bombers, in groups of six planes, bombed and strafed
the KIETA HARBOR area, at forty-five minute intervals., About thirty or forty
buildings were destroyed and in addition a number of huts. No antiaireraft
fire was encountered.

A 11:50 p.m., 26 December, a reconnaissance plane operating from GUADAL-
CANAL, attacked and blew up & small enemy ship off EAST CAFE, NEW IRELAND.
Later, this plane scored two hits on a mmall vessel five miles away. Another
reconnaissance plane attacked, with uncbserved results, a small craft in the

vieinity of NEW IRELAND.

There has been no change in the disposition of our front lines at
TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, from 3:00 p.m., 25 December, to 3:00 p.m.,
26 December. Enemy positions in the northeast sector were bombed by twelve
torpedo bombers on the afternoon of 25 December, and again on the morning of
26 December.
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¢ At 10:00 a.m., 25 December, twelve torpedo bombers bombed the northeast

TOROEKINA sector, in suppert of our ground forcea. Later, at 5:00 p.m., 13
torpedo bombers agaln attacked the area,

At about noon, 25 December, sixty-three fighters, escorting Liberators,
on a bombing mission against RABAUL, were intercepted by about fifty or sixty
enemy fighters. Thirteen enemy planes were shot down and seven more probably
shot down. We loat two fighters and two more are reported missing.

During 25 December, eleven Corsairs strafed the area from TINPUTS,
northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, to ARAWA BAY, central east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

and west of KIETA.

The destroyer BROWNSON was sunk by two bomb hits and a near miss during
landing operations at CAPE GLOUCESTER, west NEW BRITATN, on 26 December. The
destroyers MUNFORD, LAMSON and SHANW, together with a coastal transpert (APe-15),
were damaged by bombs, Further information is not at present available.

The submarine SKATE, operating in the Facific, reported sinking one enemy
treighter. (400 GT
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On 23 December, nine Liberators operating from CANTON, dropped fifteen
tons of bombs on WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. These planes encountered thirty-
five enemy fighters in the vicinity of TAROA, and shot down three enemy
planes and probably another. Six of the enemy fighters were damaged. In
this engagement aerial bombs were used and we lost one dead, two injured.
One of our planes was damaged.

On 24, December, ssven Venturas operating from TARAWA, bombed the enemy
dispersal area on NAURU ISLAND. A mumber of fires were started. HNo ensmy
planes were encountered. One of our planes is missing.

During the night of 24 December, eight enemy bombers twice raided MAKIN
ISLAND. One Airacobra intercepted three of the enemy dive bambers and shot
down two, Theses attacks caused injury to eight men and damage to one truck.

Cn 25 Decerber, {ifteen enemy fighter planes dropped fifteen bombs on
MAKIN ISLAND without damage.

During the night of 24 December, enemy planes in groups of two to four,
raided TARAWA five times. One LFV was destroyed and another damaged.

During the afternoon of 2l December, eighteen ELLICE Liberators, staging
from TARAWA, dropped forty-five tons of bombs on WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS.
Thrae fires were started. No enemy planes were encountered. All of our
planes returned.

On the same day, ten Aliracobras and ten dive bombers attacked MTLLE,
MARSHALL ISLANDS, Light antiaircraft fire encountered damaged two of the
dive bombers.

On 25 December, a reconnalssance plane, bombed and strafed two small
enemy freighters, under surface escort, thirty miles scutheast of KWAJALEIN,

MARSHALL ISLAYDS. One enemy freighter was left sinking.

During 24 December, & Liberator dropped bombs on KIHILI, southeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and & Ventura dropped bombs on FAISI, SHORTLAND AREA.
The Ventura sustained light damage from antiaircraft fire.

On 25 December, antiaircraft positions at BUKA, BONIS, and SCHANA, were
bombed by twenty of our torpedo bombers. A mumber of near hits were observed.

At 12140 p.m., 25 December, three torpedo bombers and twenty-six dive
bombers, bombed antiaireraft positions at KANGU HILL, southeast BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND., A number of near hits were cbserved. At about the same time, six-
teen dive bombers struck the MOTUFENA POINT area, central west BOUGAINVILLE

ISLAND. HResults were unocbssrved. 732
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The submarine BILLFISH, returning from a war patrol, in the SOUTH
NA SEA, makes the following report for her activities:

28 November - off CAFE VARELLA, FRENCH INDO-CHINA, damaged
an unidentified freighter of six thousand tons,
Cne torpedo explosion was heard but due to bad
weather and a rough sea she was unsble to regain
contact with the freighter.
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Early Xmas day, a Task Group, under comnand of Rear Admiral F. C.
Sherman, consisting of the BUNKER HILL (CV) and MONTEREY (CVL), and
three destroyers, bombed KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. It is reported that
there were in the harbor at the time of the strike, two destroyers, two
large freighters, one medium size freighter, eight small freighters and
twenty to thirty barges.

Photographs taken during the attack, indicate that one destroyer,
two large freighters and three barges were sunk; one destroyer, several
small freighters, many barges and one motor torpedo boat, were heavily
damaged and possibly sunk, Eight to ten enemy float planes, which were
at anchor, were damaged by strafing.

One of our Avengers was damaged and forced to make a water landing
seventy-five miles northeast of KAVIENG, and when last seen at least one
of the two survivors had succeeded in getting aboard his rubber boat.

A search is now being made for thelr rescue. Two other Avengers were
heavily damaged, five Avengers and two Helldivers were slightly damaged.
Our personnel losses consisted of one crewman killed, one wounded and
three missing.

The Task Group's combat patrol destroyed, during the day, one enemy
fleat bomber and two medium bombers.

At dusk, the Task Group was heavily attacked by enemy bombers but no
damage resulted.

A later report of the results of the ALLIED air strike on 24 December,
at RABAUL, indicate that ALLIED losses were one Hellcat and six Kittyhawks.
During this strike, eighteen Liberators blasted the VUNAKANAU runway and
destroyed one of eighteen enemy fighters which attempted to intercept.

GAIN GROUND SITUATION

Between 3:00 p.m., 23 December and 3:00 p.m., 24 December, our ground
force activity in the northeastern end of the TOROKINA sector was restricted
to extensive patrol action. It is indicated, because of our extensive
artillery and mortar fire, that the enemy has evacuated a hill in that sectc

On 24 December, at 4:00 a.m., two unidentified enemy planes strafed the

fighter strip at TOROKINA and dropped anti-personnel bombs on FURUATA ISLANC
near CAPE TOROKINA, without inflicting material damage.
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29 November = In a four-ship escorted convoy, two torpedoes
were put into a freighter and a transport re-
ceived one hit., The freighter was heard to
break up, but the transport was only temporarily
stopped. The score for the crulse was: Sunk,

7,149 tons; Damaged, 4,731 tons.

BOUGAINVILLE GROUND SITUATIOM

On 23 December, a BELUE artillery barrage was laid down on a hill in
the northeast TCROKINA section. This fire contimued for twenty-four hours
and preceded an attack by a reinforced ELUE platoon which jumped off at
2:20 p.m. The attack is reported to be progressing.

On the coast, sbout six hundred yards east of TOROKINA RIVER, a patrol
from the First Battalion of the 145th infantry, made a contact with the
enamy at 10:00 a.m, OQur artillery fire was ranged on the enemy positions but
our patrol was unable to advance. We suffered fourteen casualties and four
killed. This patrol was subsequently reinforced and the enemy position heavil
ahelled. At this writing no further report has been made.
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Decembea
ENRMY FIGHTERS DOWNED PIGHTERS FROBABLY

BY FIGHTER COVER — R DOUNED

BRIES - == v e R

ETTTYHAWES = = = = = = = = 1§

LIGHTNINGS = = = = = = = =

TOTALS= = = = = E__sf —_%—
Total for 23/2L December — 58 L e

On 2L December, nineteen Liberators bombed shipping and shore installa-
tions on EWAJALEIN ISLAND, and the anchorage. There was no enemy air inter-
ception. Two or three medium size freighters were set on fire. No other
large shipping was seen. We suffered no losses or casualties.

| On the same day, ten Army Dauntless dive bombera and twenty Airacobras,

| hit MILIE ATOLL. A freighter wrecked and awash from the previous day's HLUE
air strike, received another five hundred pound bomb hit. Six or seven enemy

| fighters attempted an interception and two of them were destroyed. We suffered

| no losass or casualties,

g
Uotor torpedo boats, operating from TREAJURY ISLAND, while enroute to
their patrol area, during the night of 23-2, December, were subjected to large
caliber shore battery fire at a range of five to seven miles from the south
shore of POFORANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area. Several near misses cccurred but
no demage was reported,

Barly in the morning of 2 December, a light cruiser and destroyer force
bombarded enemy installations in the BUKA-BONIS Area. OUne large and many
amall fires were started. A large ammunition or fuel dump continued exploding
long after the bombardment ludl ceasad,

On 24 December, at 9:00 a.m., an enemy submarine was sighted two and
a half miles off KDLI POINT, GUADALCANAL. At 9:30 a.m., & destroyer escort
made a sound contact in the wicinity of the sighting. At 10:45 a.m., depth
charges were dropped on the sound contact after which an oil slick appeared.
At 1:30 p.m,, a periscope was sighted in the same area and was covered with a
depth charge pattern., This was followed by considerable oil and air bubbles
and an unexplained underwater explosion,

The submarine COD, returning from a war patrol in the S0UTH CHINA SEA,
-1y reports as follows:
’\ - 728 -
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On 23 December, shortly after midnight, motor torpedo boats from
TCROKINA, bombarded HOUSE KIAPE, scuth of CAPE MOLTKE, BOUGAINVILLE,
The Japs were entrenched there with guns and mortars.

A little later, at 1:15 a.m., the motor torpedo boats bombarded
the area at ATSINIMA RIVER end nearby LAGO, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Several
of the boats received one salvo from a light field plece near HOUSE KIAPE,
and a few rounds of machine gun fire from ATSINIMA.

During the night 23-24 December, one Liberator bombed KIETA, eastern
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, two Venturas hit FAISI, southern BOUGAINVILLIE, and one
night fighter bombed BUKA, northern BOUGAINVILIE.

On 23 December, at 4:45 p.m., six Mitchells banbed and strafed the
enemy and a reported radio station at NALEVOLI, northwest CHOISEUL. Five
huts were destroyed and many others were damaged.

On 24 December, two Venturas bombed a suspected barge hidecut on the
MK RIVER, north BOUGAINVILLE,

On 24 December, two other Venturas engaged nine Zeros near RABAUL
and destroyed two, set fire to one and damaged three others.
Venturas were damaged and one man was wounded.

Both of the

On 24 December, at 10:45 a.m., twenty-four Mitchells bombed the BONIS

seaplane anchorage.

following tabulation:

23 December

FIGHTERS DOWNED
CORSATRS = = = = = = = = 19
LIGHTNINGS - - = == == 5°
HELICATS = = = = = = = = E
LIBERATRS = = = = = = =

TOTALS- - = 33
CORSAIRS- - - = 3

HELLCATS- - = = 1
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Later reports of the number of Jap planes destroyed during our air
“strikes over RABAUL on 23 December and 24 December, are indicated by the

FIGHTERS FROB!
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During the night 22-23 December, two BOUGAINVILLE Liberatcrs bombed

KIHILI and KIJNA-BUKA Areas.

During the same night, two Venturas bombed POPORANG ISLAND, in the
SHORTLAND Ares.

On 22 December, at 1:15 p.m., sixteen Liberators bombed BUKA's China-
town and started two fires. At the same time, two other Liberators bombed
SOHANA ISLAND, BUKA, and started one fire. One Liberator hit the BONIS
Area, causxing one fire, and another one blasted PORTCON FLANTATION.

On 23 December, at 12:15 p.m., seventeen Mitchells bombed SCHANA
ISLAND and a majority of the bombs bursted in concentrated groups near an-
tiaireraft pesiticns.

On 23 December, between 9:15 a.m,, and 10:15 a.m., forty-seven Daunt-
less dive bombers and twenty-eight Avengers, blasted the bivouae and supply
areas in southwestern BOUGAINVILLE, Fifteen to twenty bulldings were de-
stroyed at MAWARAKA and ten to twelwve at AITARA. A fire was started at
MOTUFENA POINT, and another cne at TOKD MISSICN. Only scanty antiaireraft
fire was received. One Avenger crashed in the water.

On 23 December, at 12:40 p.m., six Venturas bombed and strafed a
posaible radar station and the lighthouse at CAPE ST. GECRGE, on the
southern end of NEW IRELAND. This attack was from tree-top level. Thres
Zeros and negligible antiaireraft fire were encountered. Some slight damage

/na done to our planes.

ﬁ

o Preliminary reports on the fighter sweep of RABAUL, on 23 December, at
1:30 p.m., indicates that twenty-four enemy fighters were destroyed with six
fighters probably damaged. To date, three of ocur Corsairs and one Hellcat
are missing, Eighteen Liberators hit LAKUNAI air field at RABAUL and re-
gistered hits on the northwest end of the runway, causing a large explosion
on the runway and one in the revetment area. Twelve Zeros got through our
fighter cover and two of them were destroyed. One of our co=pilots was
wounded and a Liberator was struck in her gas tanks,

— On 23 December, sixteen Airacobras, from the local TCROKINA defense

force, bombed and strafed the SHORTLAND Area.

On 23 December, a patrol plane from GUADALCANAL, strafed twe camouflaged
barges on the beach at FENI ISLAND, and another one at AMBITLE ISLAND. These
islands are off the southeast coast of NEW IRELAND. In the same area, another
patrol plane strafed a sloop towing barges, off NUGURIA ISLAND, & hundred
miles northeast of NEW IRELAND, and killed most of the fifteen men manning
the sloop. The boat was laeft in & sinking condition.

_'r:_'-‘.&_
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Early in the afternoon, 21 December, eight Liberators and four
Catalinas, on a photo mission to KWAJALEIN, dropped six tons of bombas,
resulting in an uncbserved number of fires and explosicns, Nine enemy
fighters intercepted, using serial bombs. No damage resulted to owr
planes and no enemy planes wera shot down.

On 21 December, EMIDJI, JALUIT ATOLL, was bombed by sixteen Hellcats
and seventean Dauntless dive bombers, Vessels and gun installations were
strafed and one medium size freighter was left with her astern awash and
one small craft in & sinking condition. No enemy aircraft was seen. One
Liberator was lost and two Hellcats suffered slight damage.

On 22 December, eleven Dauntless dive bombers, sixteen Alracobras
and one Hellcat, attacked MILIE ATCIL. A surface ship was left burning
and settling after receiving three five hundred pound hits., The Alracobras,
in addition to strafing a freighter, also hit gun installatlons and started
several fires. Four to six fighters intercepted and one was shot down, one
probably destroyed, and one damaged., Two Liberatcrs and one Hellcat re-
ceived slight damage.
Cuioake Packis Dot
: The submarine GRAYBACK, returning from a patrol in—the-CENTRAL PAGEFIO,
0‘1 reported on 22 December, that she had sunk six enemy ships and damaged two
others for a total of thirty-four thousand tons,
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A reconnaissance plane, 22 Decamber, possibly damaged by bombing and
strafing a number of loaded enemy barges off the north shore of GREEN
ISLAND, northwest of BUKA ISLAND.

In the TOROKINA SECTCR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, minor patrol activity
continued throughout 21 December. Artillery fire was exchanged and five
of our Marines were wounded. Enemy artillery and mortars were silenced by
our coastal batteries.

There are indications that the Japanese have evacuated the area in
the vicinity of MAIEVOLI, north coast of CHOISEUL ISIAND. PORCPORO, north
CHOISEUL ISLAND has been abandoned by the enemy. There are, however, many
Japanese reported in the area between the MULAMBULI and the WARRIOR RIVERS,
north CHOTSEUL ISLAND.
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Enemy bivouac areas on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed and strafed
during the nights of 20-21 December, and 21-22 December, by two Liberators.
Results of these attacks were uncbserved. Two Ventura night fighters
bombed FATSI, SHORTLAND AREA, during the night of 21-22 December.

At 11:10 a.m., 22 December, fifty-eight dive bombers and twenty-six
torpedo bombers, covered by thirty-three fighters, attacked an enemy barge
concentration area on SOHANA ISLAND, and antiaireraft positions in this
vieinity and at BONIS, BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND. Hits were scored among a group
of barges, on antiaircraft gun positions and a fuel dump was destroyed.

The fighters strafed barges in the CHABAI AREA and set on fire a fuel dump
at CHABAI, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Three of the bombers were damaged by anti-
aircraft fire.

During the morning of 22 December, five Mitchells attacked Japanese
huts in NUMA NUMA, central east BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A number of fires
were started and several huts were destroyed.

- At 12:30 p.m., 22 December, six Venturas and eight Lightnings attacked
enemy shipping in the vicinity of AMBITLE ISLAND, off the southeast coast
of NEW IRELAND. Four enemy barges were set on fire.

= At about noon, 22 December, nine Mitchells attacked the BUKA Chinatown
and also dropped bombs on both sides of BUKA PASSAGE. Fires were started
at a seaplane base and in the area west of the BUKA air strip.

During 22 Decamber, nine Mitchells bombed the enemy supply area at
KIHILI, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and four Mitchells attacked enemy
installations on SHORTLAND ISLAND., Results of these attacks were not observed.

At noon, 22 December, four fighter planes bombed a possible enemy barge
hidecut in ANEWA BAY, west KIETA.

At 3:00 p.m., 22 December, four fighters set on fire an enemy fuel dump
in north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 5135 p.m., 22 December, eight fighter planes started a number of
fires at TIARAKA, central east coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

NUMA NUMA, central east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bombed by twelve fighter
planes at 5:25 p.m., 22 December, and later, by eight more fighters. The
entire village was set on fire,

e On 22 December, a reconnaissance plane bombed and apparently destroyed a
' seventy-five foot enemy barge in the vicinity of AMBITLE ISLAND, southeast coa.
of NEW IRELAND. This plane then strafed another enemy barge which was later

abandoned by the crew. 23 -
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On December 20, sixteen Army Liberators, operating fram CANTCN and
NAMAEA, dropped twenty-four tons of bombs on MALOELAP, MARSHALL ISLANDS.

A number of fires were started, Thirty enemy fighters intercepted and of
these four wers shot down and five others probably destroyed. Three of
our planes were shot down. The remainder returned damaged due to alr com-

bat or by the intense amtiaircraft fire encountered.

Prior to dawn, 20 December, two enemy planes bombed TARAVA, started a
gmall fire and caused some damage to inmstallations,

Frior to dawn, 19 December, four enemy planes ineffectively bombed
MAKIN ISLAND. The following morning six enemy planes dropped bombs on
MAKIN without effect.
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Bad weather interferred with flying operations over BOUGAINVILLE on 21
December,

During the day, six Mitchells bombed and strafed MOWOITU MISSION, south-
weat interior of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 1:15 p.m. on 21 December, & reconnaissance plane strafed six enemy barges
in gn inlet on the scuthwest coast of AMBITLE ISLAND, east coast of NEW IRELAND,
Results were not observed, Three enemy barges were strafed by another reconnalss
plana about thirty miles weat of BUEA ISLAND.

At 3:00 a.m, 22 December, motor torpedc boets sank an enemy barge three
miles south of OTUA ISLAND, southeast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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During the night of 19-20 December, night fighters bombed the JABA
RIVER AREA. A Corsair intercepted and shot down a flost plane.

At 10:45 a.m., 20 December, eight Mitchells bombed KOROVO VILLAGE,
and &t 11:10 a,m., five more again attacked the area. Results were uncb-
served,

During 20 December, eight Mitchells struck BUKA and one bombed KIHILI.
Results were not reported.

Fighter planes throughout 20 December, strafed the east coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND area, set on fire houses on MABIRT.

During the late afterncon of 19 December, elaven Liberators operating
from Canton, dropped fifteen tons of bombs on an unnamed island two miles
north of TARQA, where a radioc station and a tank farm were installed.
Twenty-five enemy fighters intercepted. 3Seven were probably destroyed and
five were damaged. Two of our planes were damaged and three of the persomnel

injured.

On 19 December, three Liberators struck POPORANG, southeast SHORTLAND
ISLAND, and thres others bombed KIHILII. A Liberator attacked sach of the
following places on BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, BUKA, BONIS, RATSOA, EARA.

Cn 20 December, fifty-nine dive bombers and twenty-eight torpedo bombers,
ascorted by thirty-one fighters bombed west BONIS and SOHANA ISLAND. Hita
were scored among gun poaitions and in a group of enemy barges. Eight of
the fighter escorts strafed TENEKAU and KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. COne dive
bomber failed to retum.

A reconnaissance plane, on the early morning of 21 December, attacked
two enemy barges with unreported results northeast of CAPE CRFCRD, NEW BRITAIN.

A preliminary report indicates that an unreported number cof our destroyer:

bombarded Japsnese concentrations in the TINFUTS-FAPAS areas, north BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND. It was reported that the target area was well covered.

= T20 =



comvci *3’!.9 UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHiEF
\F NAYY DEFPARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. C.
SEECRET 9 a.m. 21 December 1943.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On 16 December, a reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed an enemy
vessel at a piler in EBON ATCUIL. Results of the sttack were not reported.

Cn 19 December, fourteen Army Liberators, cperating from NANGUEA,
dropped nineteen tons of bombs on MILIE and started a number of fires.
Four enamy fighters intercepted and of these one was shot down and another
probably destroyed. The enemy dropped ten to fifteen asrial bombs and dam-
aged five of our planes. One liberator was destroyed when landing on its
return.

During the morning of 19 December, twelve Army liberators, operating
from MAKTN, attacked MILIE. One grounded enemy medium bomber and two fighters
were destroyed. Eight Zeros intercepted and one of these was shot down. e
lost twoe planes.

During the night of 19 December, a Catalina attacked KTAJALEIN, and set
on fire a large Japanese freighter.

On 20 December, nineteen Army Liberators dropped twenty-seven tons of
bombs on MILLE and started a large fire, In addition, a grounded enemy
medium bomber and three fighters were destroyed. One enemy fighter plane
dropped an serial bomb which damaged a Liberator.

The submarine ASFRO during the night of 17 December, safkfour enamy
freighters and damsged two.
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During the night of 18-19 December, two Ventura night fighters and a
Corsair bombed the JABA RIVER AREA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Results were not
reported.

On the night of 18-19 December, about ten or fifteen Japanese planes
dropped approximately thirty bombs in the TOROKINA AREA, BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND,
which wounded three men,

At 11:30 a.m., and again at 12:45 p.m., 19 December, thirty-two dive
bombers and thirty-five torpede bombers, in two waves, attacked the supply
and persommel area at KIETA HARBCR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of huts
were destroyed in addition to the RIGU MISSICN bridge. Hits were alsc scored
on several antiaireraft gun positions.

A noon 19 December, twenty-five Mitchells bombed the bivouac and supply
areas at MOISURU, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 12:55 p.m., 19 December, sixteen Liberators, escorted by fifty fighters,
bombed RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. One enemy cargo vessel or transport was set on
fire and another probably set on fire, A submarine in the harbor was possibly
damaged. About forty or fifty enemy fighters intercepted. Of these, four were
shot down, We lost two Corsairs and two Kittyhawks, the latter in mid-air

} collision over southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMD. In addition, one of our bombers
sustained minor damage.

At 3:10 p.m., 19 December, three Airacobras bombed the HEINI RIVER AREA,

northeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, EOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND. Three hits were scored on
a warehouse, Two other Adrcobras strafed KOIARIS VILIAGE.

At 11:06 p.m., a reconnaissance plane attacked a convoy of eight enemy

ships thirty miles south southeast of DYAUL ISLAND, northwest coast of NEW
IRELAND. One troop transport was reported sunk.
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Fighter plane patrols, operating over the TOROKINA Area, during 18
December, strafed five enemy barges off the northeast central coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 3:05 a.m., 19 December, a reconnaissance plane attacked an enemy
submarine with unreported results 18 miles west northwest of FENI ISLAND,
southeast coast of NEW IRELAND.

L_'rqq L“W\]

It is estimated that the PIVA airstrip on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND will be
ready for our planes on 25 December,

The following additional details have been received in comection with
the sinking of the cecastal transpert (APc-21) by enemy aireraft:

The transport was sunk at 8:15 a.m., 17 December by a direct
bomb hit while escorting a convoy of landing eraft and other amall
vessels in the wvicinity of ARAWE, NEW BRITAIN. Out of forty to
fifty enemy fighters and bombers that attacked, fourteen of them
were destroyed by gunfire from the convoy, and, in addition, six
probably destroyed. Serious hull damage was sustained by 1CT's
88, 378, 384 and 386. YMS-50 also sustained damage from a near
m;l.u:- Casualties were not reported.

The MAKIN airstrip and taxiway is ninety-three percent complete. The
first fighter and light bamber attack by Army planes based on this ialand
was executed against MILLE on 18 December. Six grounded enemy fighter
planes were destroyed and three were damaged. No enemy planes were encoun=
tered. We lost one plane dus to cperational causes.

During the night of 18 December, about two enemy planes dropped three
bombs on TARAWA., No damage was sustained.

The APEMAMA bomber strip is seventy-five percent complete and the taxi-
way forty percent.
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During the night of 17-18 December, motor torpeds boats attacked and
destroyed two enemy barges off the south coast of BUKA ISIAND. An enemy float
rlene ineffectively bombed our boats.

At zbout the same time, other motor torpedo boats bombarded with mortar
fire the area at the mouth of the JABA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The enemy
did net return fire,

During the night of 17-18 December, three medium bombers dropped bombs on
our anchorage at TORCKINA POINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. One boat was demaged and

two men were injured.

Night fighters dropped bombs on the SHORTLAND=FAISI Area, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND during the night of 17-12 December.

At 9:50 a.m, 18 December, six Mitchells attacked enemy concentrations in
the vleinity of FCRC PORO, northweat CHOISEUL ISLAND. GHesults were unobserved,

At 11:12 a.x, 18 December, eleven Mitchell bombers bombed KOROVO, south-
east SHORTLAND ISLAND. A large explosion, followed by fire, was observed.

At 11:50 a.m, 12 December, nineteen Liberators struck the CHABAI Area,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. HResults of the attack were not reported,

On 18 Decamber, fifty-nine dive bombers and forty-two torpede bombers
bombed MONOITU-MOSIGETTA Area, southwest interior of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. An
ammnition dump was exploded, two bridges and a number of bulldinge were
destroyed. One dive bomber failed to return,

ut the same day, a Liberator dropped bombs on POPORANG, south
SHORTLAND ISLAND. Ten more Liberators attacked KIHILI, and three bombed KEIETA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 18 December, five Liberators bombed the supply area at BONIS, north
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not reported.

During 18 December, the sast coast of BUEA ISLAND wam strafed by twenty
fighter planes, HNumerous explosions end fireswere obaerved,
On 18 December, KEESSA POINT, northwest BUKA ISLAND, was strafed by twenty-

two Corsaira, Results of this attack were not recorted, except for the destruc-
tion of one enemy barge in BUEA PASSAGE.
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A coastal transport (APe-21) was sunk by enemy aircraft in the vicinity of
ARANE, NEW BRITAIN, on 17 December. MNo further details are available at present,

L34 Fowe
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At 10130 a.m. 17 December, eighteen Mitchell bombers bombed MALAI,
MORGUSAT ISLAND, south of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Four small fires were started.
One of our bombers was forced down on the water near BAGA ISLAND (west of
VELLA LAVFLLA). Two of the bomber personnel were killed and four were
rescued,

During the morning of 17 Decembar, four Corsairs strafed and set on fire
& number of huts along the sast ccast of BUKA ISLAND.

On the same morning, eighty-three fighter planes engaged about thirty
or forty enemy fighter planes over RABAUL, NEN BRITAIN. Six of the enemy were
definitely shot down, Two Hittyhawke failed to return.

At noon 17 December, fifty-four dive bombers and twenty-eight torpedo
bombers struck the BALLALE ISLAND (SHORTLAND Area) runway end antiaircraft
gun positions. Fires were started, and & muwber of the gun positions may
have bean damaged.

4t 1:10 p.ms 17 December, & reconnaissance plans bombed the NAMATANAI
runway, northeast central NEW IRELAND. Results wers not reported, Later,
in the vicinity of PORT BORGEN, west NEW IRELAND, thls plans attacked and
destroyed an eighty-foot enery barge filled with Japanese, The plane was

demaged by machine gun fire,

At 3100 p.m, 17 December, five Venturas attacked Jepanese concentrations
at PORDO PORO and TERIKUKURE, northwast CHOISEUL ISLAND. Results were uncbserve

Adr operations ageinst enemy bsses in the MARSHALL ISLANDS were hampered
by poor weather. At noon 18 December, one Liberator bombed MILLE., No enemy
plenss were encountered.

BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND GROUND SITUATICN

Cur troops continue to attack the enemy in the northeast sector of the
TOROKINA position, where the Japanese are encircled on three sides.

Eetween 3:00 pem. 16 December and 3:00 p.ms 17 December, a company of
the 145TH INFANTRY attacked enemy positions east of the TOROKINA RIVER., Our
trocops found numercus enemy deed, killed by previous artillery fire. Our
forces advenced about five-hundred yards, where about forty or sixty evacuated
anamy bunkers were found,
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During the morning of 15 December, twenty-one Army Liberators,
operating from NANCLEA, ELLICE ISLANDS, dropped twenty-five tons of
bombs on TARCA ISLAND, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Thirty enemy fighter planes
intercepted and dropped a number of aerial bambs. Two of the enemy
planes wers destroyed, eight probably destroyed, and eight damaged.

Ten of our planes sustalned damage and one was forced down in the
vicinity of TAROA. One of our bomber personnel was killed by an aerial
bamb,

At about sunset, 15 December, ten Army Liberaters, operating from
CANTCN ISIAND, dropped seventeen tons of bombs on WCTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS.
A number of hits were scored in the building area. No enemy planes were
ancountered,
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© of gun positions were destroyed cr damaged, Later, three Liberators agein
bombed SOHANA ISLAND., The disperssl area at BONIS was later attacked by
three Liberators.

The fighter escort strafed TENEXAU, XIETA, northeast central coast of
BOUGAINVILLE, MARICA and MONOITU, southwest interior BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
Three of our dive bombers, apparently damaged, landed in the water, but three
pllots and one gunner wers rescued.

Many Japanese were reported on heast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, with
concentrationes at PAPAS and TINPL'TSE!Etpuﬁs further informed that the over-
| land evacuation of south ISLAND was about to start,

To date, 52,000 personnel and 60,200 tons of cargo have been transported

to TORCKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. 10,400 personnel and 16,300 tons of cargo
have been landed on TREASURY ISLAND,

—
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During the afterncaon of 14 December, seventeen Liberators, operating

from FUNAFUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS, bombed TAROA, and started large fires in the

hanger area, Fifteen enemy fighter planes intercepted. One was destroyed,

four probably destroyed and five damaged, Three of our bombers sustainsd

mt- d-)-.llla (This was previously reported in a communique released by
ac.

On the morning of 15 December, eight Army Liberators, operating from
CANTON ISLAND, dropped fifteen tons of bombs on WOTJE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. A
number of fires and explosions were cbserved. No enamy planes were encount-
ered, and all of our planes returmed without damage.

The following communigue has been released on 16 December by CincPac:

"Heavy bombers of the SEVENTH AAF struck TAROA and WOTJE, in the MARSHALL:
on 15 December (west longitude date) dropping more than forty tons of bombs
damaging installations on both islands. At TARCA, where damage was inflicted
on buildings and storage spaces, our bombers were attacked by thirty enemy
fighters. Two Zeros were shot down, eight were probably shot down, and
eight others were damaged. One of our planes was lost and several others
sufferead damage, One crew member of another of our planes was killed. At
WOTJE, where fires were observed as result of the bombings, none of our planes

were damaged,”

During the night of 15-16 December, motor torpedo boats bombarded, with
mortar fire, MAYAVIA, east of TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On the same night, night fighters bombed enemy installations on POPORANG
ISLAND, southeast of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Later, at 11:i5 a.m., two Liberators
again bombed the area and started a number of small fires.

At 8:00 a.m, 16 December, four Venturas bombed and strafed the southeast
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 11:30 a.m, 16 December, fourteen Liberators bombed HOWGTU, north of
BONIS, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A heavy explosion was observed.

At 11:45 a.m, 16 December, five Mitchells, escorted by elght fighters,
bombed SANKAU ISLAND, MATCHIN BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, A hit was scored

on & fuel dump,

On 16 December, sixty dive bombers and twenty-eight torp:idn bombers,
escorted thi four fighter planes, bombed en ons on SOHANA
e o PASS0n arh BONTS, norch BOVCKIRVILLE TSISND. ™" number
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Boygainville Island Ground Situation

At TOROKINA, on 15 December, cur troops, supported by artillery and
planes, continued to attack enemy positions in the northeast sector, The
enany's artillery and mortar fire in this sector has increased. Patrols
in the reconnaissance of the NUMA NUMA TRAIL reported killing ten Japs on
14 December,
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During the night of 14-15 December, night fighters bombed FAISI,
SHORTLAND Area, and the vicinity of the JABA RIVER MOUTH, BOUGAL NVILLE
ISLAND. One night fighter, cperating over the BUKA-BONIS Area, failed
to return.

At 10:03 a.m. 15 December, twenty-one Liberators dropped bombe and
started a number of fires on SCHANA ISLAND, south of BUKA PASSAGE, A
number of enemy gun positions were probably damsged., At the seme time,
a Liberator bombed HOMNGTU, north of BONIS, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and an-
other heavy bomber attacked KIHILI, scuth BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results
of the lest two attacke were not reported.

At 10:30 a,m, 15 December, twenty-three Mitchells and =lxteen flghter
planes attacked and started many large fires in CHINATOWN, south BUKA ISLAN
A large explosion with smoke visible for sixty miles was observed. The
fighter escort strafed TENEKAU and the KIETA HARBOR Area.

At 10:50 a.,m, 15 December, sixty-five dive bombers and twenty-one
torpedo bombers, escorted by forty-three fighters, attacked enemy anti-
airecraft positions in the BUKA-BONIS Area. Three gun positions were destro
ed and & nunber of others demaged. The fighter escort strafed TENEXAU and
KIETA Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and set on fire a number of huts.

At noon 15 December, sixteen torpedo bombers, in support of our troope
bombed enemy positions in the northeast TORCKINA sector, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAN

During 15 December, sight Kittyhawks destroyed a bridge at RUNAI, sout
wast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 15 December, a reccnnaissance plane bombed and strafed an enemy bar
one hundred and twenty miles northeast of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Another
reconnaissance plane dropped boambe on ensmy installations on GREEN ISLAND.
This plane then destroyed a bridge three miles south of the KIETA airfield,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 3140 a.m. 16 December, a reconnaissance plane, cperating from GUADA
CANAL, bombed an unidentified vessel about twenty miles northwest of CHOISE
ISLAND,
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At noon, 13 December, ten Army Liberators, operating from CANTON
ISLAND, attacked WOTJE., A number of fires and explosions were started.
A four-engine plane and one fighter was observed on the ground, Four
ships were in the harbor. No enemy planes intercepted but one of our
planes sustained slight damage from antiaircraft fire.

During the night, 12-13 December, about six enemy planes raided
TARATA. A number of bombs were dropped but apparently no damage was sus-
tained. HAWKINS FIEID on TARAWA will be ready to operate bombers on 21
December.

On the night of 13 December, two enemy planes bombed MAKIN and wound
three officers and one enlisted man. The following night the enemy planes
again raided MAKIN. In this attack no damage was sustained. The ground
defenses on MAKIN are eighty percent completed, communications seventy-fiw
percent, and the air field eighty percent.

Q'HARE FIELD on AFEMAMA, is cleared for six thousand feet and four
thousand feet by one hundred and fifty feet of the field are paved.

The following commnique has been released by CINCPAC:

WARMY HEAVY BOMBERS OF THE 7TH AAF WHICH BCMEED THE ENEMY
ATRDRCME ON TAROA ISLAND ON 1) DECEMEER (WEST LONGITUDE
DATE) STARTED FIRES IN THE HANGAR AREA THEY WERE INTER-
CEPTED BY 15 FIGHTERS X ONE FIGHTER WAS SHOT DOWN FOUR
WERE PROBABLY SHOT DOWN AND FIVE WERE DAMAGED X THREE OF
OUR PLANES WERE SLIGHTLY DAMAGED X ENEMY BCVEERS MADE
NUISANCE RAIDS AT TARAFA ON 12 AND 13 DECEMEER AND AT MAKIN
ON 13 AND 1 DECEMBER X NO DAMAGE RESULTED FRCM THE TARAWA
ATTACKS X FOUR MEN WERE WOUNDED AT MAKIN BY A BOMB DROFPED
IN THE RATD ON 13 DECEMBER 150028"
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During the night of 13-14 December, motor torpedo boats destroyed
two beached enemy barges in TORAU BAY, southeast BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND,

On the same night, night fighters bombed FATSI, SHORTLAND AREA.
Results of this attack were not reported,

During the morning, 14 December, six Mitchells bombed and strafed the
area between NUMA NUMA and ARIGUA, northeast central BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.
A number of huts and buildings were destroyed,

On the same monring, li December, four Kittyhawks damaged and possibly
destroyed a bridge near SHISHIGATERO ISLAND, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 10:15 a.m., 14 December, sixteen torpedo bombers, in support of our
troops, bombed enemy positions in the northeast TOROKINA sector.

At 10:35 a.m., eighteen Liberators and four Lightnings bombed SOHANA
ISLAND, south of BUKA PASSAGE. A large fire was started and one antiaircraft
gun position was damaged and another destroyed.

At 11:00 a.m., li December, enemy installations in the CHABAI AREA,
north BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND, were attacked by fifty-cne dive bombers and
twenty-three torpedo bombers, escorted by thirty-six fighters. Gun posi-
tions and other installations were destroyed or damaged, The fighters
strafed NUMA NUMA and started fires upon their return flight. At the
same time, eighteen Mitchells, escorted by eight fighters, bombed MANOE
VILLAGE, north of BONIS, BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND. Fires were started and six
buildings were destroyed.

At 11:09 p.m., 1l December, a reconnaissance plane, operating from
GUADALCANAL, attacked and damaged a Japanese submarine about ten miles off
the east coast of MEW BRITAIN.

At 3:00 p.m., 14 December, a fire and an explosion caused by a faulty
pump operation occurred in a gasoline and ammunition dump of the motor
torpedo base at LAMEU, northeast VELLA LAVELLA. One motor torpedo boat was
destroyed. The fire was reported under control at 5:40 p.m.
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The following communique has been released by CINCFAC:

"Army heavy bombers of the Tth AAF raided enemy installations

on WOTJE ATOLL on 13 December (west Longitude date). One of
our planes was dacaged by antiaireraft fire. There were no
personnel casualties. Two Navy search Liberators of FLEET

ATR. WING TWO made a low altitude attack on JALUIT at dusk on

12 December, One pilot was wounded and both planes suffered
some damage from machine gun fire., The enemy made small night
raids at TARAWA on 11 and 12 December, There were no casualties
nor damage to our installations."

Details of these operations have not been received.
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Photographs taken on 13 December, show the BUKA, BONIS, KARA, and
KIHILI runways all unserviceable, with several craters in the BONIS run-
way filled, The BALLALE runway is partially servicesble. FPhotographs
taken of the CHABAT SECTION, indicates substantial damage to gun in-
stallations as a result of alr attacks in that area.

During the night of 13-14 December, motor torpedo boats, from
TCROKINA, attacked a beached barge in the mouth of the JABA RIVER, ten
miles south of TOROKINA. The boats were met with heavy machine gunfire fro
the beach but they continued to close it, shooting it out with the shore
guns in endeavoring to destroy the barge. The barge escaped and went up
the river.

EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY GROUND SITUATION

On 12 December, our ground forces reported a minor action ocn the
northeast fringe of our positions. Two Japs were killed and seven Marines
were wounded, PFatrols along the beach to the northwest, extending up to
CAFE MOLTKE, seventeen miles northwest of TCROKINA, and along the NIMA
NUMA TRATIL to IBU, fourteen miles inland from TORCKINA, were negative in
results,

It is reported that natives responsible for the capture of ALLIED
personnel, on BOUGAINVILIE, during June, have been seiszed and shot.

It is also reported that sixty dead Japs were counted at TARLENA,
five miles south of BONIS and fifty at PORTON PLANTATION. These casual-
ties resulted from the recent bombings. It is alsc stated that many un-
armed Japs have departed for the East Coast of BOUGAINVILLE.

On the northwest coast of CHOISEUL, two Americans were found dead,
one of them with his hands tied,
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During the night of 12-13 December, a night fighter from TORCKINA,
sighted a barge full of Japanese off S0RIM, on the east coast of BUKA
PASSAGE. The barge was strafed, set afire and sunk.

Another night fighter harassed KARA and bombed PIANO MISSION, five
miles to the west of KARA.

On 13 December, fighters from TORCKINA strafed houses at NUMA NUMA,
and ARAKAWAUN on ROROVANA BAY, on the northeast central coast of BOUGAIN-
VILIE. One Jap was killed.

At noon, 13 December, forty-five Dauntless, twenty-two Avengers,
escorted by forty-seven fighters, hit MATCHIN BAY gun positicns in north-
ern BOUGAINVILIE, Thirty-five sure hits were made on gun installations
and the area was heavily strafed. Retiring fighters strafed TENEKAU BAY
and KIETA HARBOR, in the northeast section of BOUGAINVILIE, and MONOITU,
in the scuthwest interlor of BOUGAINVILIE. Several medium size buildings
were set on fire.

Shortly after noon, on 13 December, seventeen Mitchells blasted PORTON
PLANTATION, northern BOUGAINVILIE, hitting the personnel and ammunition
areas, The fires started were heavy. Photographs show one heavy gun posi-
tion was destroyed and two heavy and one automatic gun installations were
damaged. BEight buildings were destroyed on PORTON PLANTATICM. Returning,
eight fighters strafed the TENEKAU BAY AREA.

At 1:30 p.m., 13 December, six unescorted Mitchells bombed reported
Jap concentrations in the NUMA NUMA AREA. Fourteen native buildings ware
destroyed and several small fires started.

At 1:30 p.m., twenty-four Liberators, escorted by four fighters, barbed
the HINGTU-BONIS AREA, and scored several bull's eyes,

In the early evening, at 6:30 p.m., four Avengers supporting our ground
forces sprayed Japanese positions in the northeast arm of the TOROKINA sector

During air operations, on 13 December, no enemy air interception was
encountered, nor were any air combat losses suffered by our forces.

On 13 December, at 11122 a,m., one of our GUADALCANAL patrol planes
bombed and strafed a fifty foot fuel barge about seventy miles north of
NEW HANOVER ISLAND, just northwest of KAVIENG, and one direct hit left the
barge burning in the water, probably sinking.
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Around noon, 12 December, a total of thirty-one Liberators from
NAMOMEA and NUKUFETAU ISLANDS, in the ELLICE GROUF, and FUNAFUTI, blasted
IMIEJI in the JALUIT ATOLL, with forty-seven tona of fiwve hundred and cne
hundred pound bombs from a height of five thousand to seven thousand feet.
Cloudy sky conditions precluded cbservations of the results. No enemy air
cpposition was met. In the harbor were two large and one small freighters
and one of these shipe was attacked by a plane which dropped six five hundred
pound bombs from a height of two hundred feet with unknown results. The
moderate antiaireraft fire encountered did slight damage to our planes but
no casualties were received. One of our search planes is missing.

The submarine POCY, returning from & patrol in the wvicinity of the
PALAU ISLANDS, in the CENTRAL PACIFIC, reports that she sank two ships and
damaged one, which probably sank. Her score for the cruise showed ships
sunk, 14,000 tons; ships damaged, 5,400 tons. During her cruise the FOGY
received some damage from depth charges.
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Motor torpedo boats, basing from LAMBU LAMBU, on VELLA LAVELLA, con-
tacted three southbound enemy barges, four miles south of LULUAI POINT, on
the southeast coast of BOUGAINVILIE, at 11:45 a.m., 12 December. One barge
was sunk, one was beached, and one afloat after the motor torpedo boats had
expended all their ammunition. The barges were apparently fully armored,
Three of the motor torpedo boats were hit in many places by the enemy's
intense return fire, tut they suffered no major damsge nor casualties to
peraocnnel,

The submarine CREVALIE, returning from her first war patrol, in the
PHILIPFINE ISLANDS area, reports as follows:

10 November - in TABLAS STRAIT made a submerged attack on an escorted
four-ship convoy and damaged a five thousand six hundred
and forty ton enemy freighter.

11 November - in scuth MINDORO STRAIT, sunk by gunfire a seven hundred
and fifty ton motor vessel.

15 November - twenty miles northwest of SUBIC BAY, got one hit in a
freighter of seven thousand and sixty-five tons. 4n
explosion was seen and the freighter was heard breaking
up and sinking almost overhead.

17 November - forty miles northwest of SUEIC BAY, blew the bow off of
a eighteen thousand ton awdliary aireraft carrier with
four torpedoes. The ship was heard to break up after a
series of explosions,

25 November - in a night attack, fifty miles northwest of SUBIC BAY,
two torpedoss were put into a four thousand ton freighter.
The ship stopped. No further sight of her was seen after
a surface search,

The score for the cruise was: Suhk 29,815 tons;
damaged 5,541 tons,
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Three Dauntless dive bombers and three Avengers blasted DIO DIO en
the south coast of BOUGAINVILLE.

Two Venturas went up to GREEN ISLAND, between NEW IRELAND and
BOUGAINVILIE, dropped pamphlets to the natives and on the return trip
bombed KIETA HARBCOR AREA, wrecking several huts and houses, One of the
Venturas was damaged by weak ack ack from PUANAPA POINT, near KIETA.

At 1:10 p.m., on 12 December, two Corsairs strafed scurrying Jap-
anese and six or seven hute at the mouth of the HALETA HIVER, which is
on the southern coast of SHORTLAND ISLAND. It is reported that several
Japanese were killed.

On the morning of 12 December, one Liberator photo plane took ple-
tures and bombed POPORANG ISLAND, southeast of SHORTLAND ISLAND.

At 10:20 a.m., on 12 December, & patrol plane from GUADAICANAL was
attacked by four Zercs, northwest of BCRPOP HARBOR, near the DUKE OF YCRK
GROUFP ISLANDS, NEW IRELAND. It is believed that one Japanese plane was
shot down.

During 11 December, a patrel plane from GUADAICANAL reports asighting
seven to ten dome-shaped camouflaged huts and possible camouflaged barges
on the west tip of YEHARNU ISLAND, in the KILINATLU (CARTERET) group,
approximately forty miles northeast of BUKA, BOUGAINVILLE.

During 11 December, our ground forces at TORCKINA, reported minor
clashes in the northeast sector,

Patrols on TREASURY ISLAND are searching for the lone Jap seen in
the vicinity of MALSI, on 12 December.

At 10:30 a.m., on 12 December, a high altitude enemy float plane
dropped three bombs on motor torpedo boats from TREASURY ISLAND. One was
a near miss, but no casualties or damage resulted.

During the night of 12-13 December, motor torpedo boats from TCROKINA
detected two barges leaving the mouth and the lagoons of the ATSINIMA RIVER
central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE, as they attempted to go southward.

When the motor torpedo boat patrol closed the range, they withdrew.

An enemy float plane strafed the motor torpedo boat patrol off TOTAVI,
south of MUTIFENA POINT, BOUGAINVILIE, intermittently for over forty minute.

without damage.
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During the night of 11-12 December, two night fighters bombed
FAISI, southern BOUGAINVILIE, while another one hit KIHILI and started
fires,

On 12 December, at 8:05 a.m., four Kittyhawks strafed TONOLEI,
southern BOUGAINVILIE, with unobserved results. One plane was hit by
antiaireraft fire and was forced into a water landing at ARUNDEL ISLAND,
near MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA, where the pilot was rescued.

Forty-six Dauntless dive banbers, twenty-seven Avengers, escorted
by forty-eight fighters, attacked villages in the vicinity of MATCHIN BAY,
northern BOUGAINVILIE, on 12 December, at 10:40 a.m. They demolished a
pler at SAROKEN HARBOR, an arm of MATCHIN BAY. Returning, eight of the
fighters started fires in the KIETA HARBOR AREA.

On 12 December, at 12:25 p.m., twelve Liberators bombed KIHTLI,
southern BOUGAINVILIE, and twelve more Liberators blasted the northwest
corner of POPORANG ISLAND, scutheast of SHORTLAND ISLAND. In both casea
the results were unobserved. Only meager antiaireraft was received from
KIHILI, and none from POPORANG.

Twenty Dauntless dive bombers, sixteen Avengers, covered by twenty-
four fighters, bombed KIETA HARBOR - TOHEREI BAY AREA, in the central east
coast of BOUGAINVILIE. Numerous fires were started and buildings were de-
stroyed at TOEEHREI BAY.

At 10:15 a.m., 12 December, six Mitchells bombed and strafed ARIGUA
PLANTATION, on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE. Fhotographs confirm
the destruction of thres buildings, also damage to the warehouse and plan-
tation house.

At 11:00 a.m., on the morning of 12 December, eight Mitchells, with
sixteen fighters, bombed the BONIS supply area, northern BOUGAINVILIE,
On their retiring trip the fighters set fire to a house at TENEKAU BAY,
cantral northeast BOUGAINVILLE, and strafed huts between the KIETA air
strip and ARCPA RIVER, which i1s in the central east ccast of BOUGAINVILIE,

Nine Mitchells bombed the KIETA HARBOR AREA, wrecked two shacks and
started a large fire which gave off dense clouds of black smoke, Another

Liberator hit KIHILI.
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A report from cur surface and air forces that bombarded NAURU,
on 8 December, indicates that fifty-one tons of bombs were dropped,
that eight hundred and ten sixteen-inch shells and thirty-four hundred
five-inch shells were fired on the target. In rough figures, this
would indicate that apprexcimately eight hundred and thirty tons of
sixteen-inch and one hundred and six tons of five-ineh shells hit the
target, which coupled with the fifty-one tons of bembs, shows that
:gprﬁi.utﬂ; nine hundred and eighty-seven tons of projectiles blasted

e and.

Nine enemy aireraft, consisting of six fighters and three bombers
were destroyed on the ground. One bomber was shot down by a PBY., Com-
mencing with the first salvo, heavy fires burned throughout the target
area and created a dense smoke pall which obscured the results of the
bombardment .

Cur losses were as follows: Air Combat, one each Hellcat and ob-
servation plane with their crews; Air Operational, one dive bomber from
which the crew was rescued.

It is now learned that the destroyer BOYD, which was hit in the
foreward engine room by the five or six-inch shell, was struck while
engeged in rescuing alr flight persomnsl, subseguent to the bombardment,
The disaster to the BOYD resulted in the killing of one officer and ten
men, with seven wounded, one sericualy.

FROGRESS OF GILEERT AIR FIELDS

At TARAWA, on HETITO, the rumway has been resurfaced and now is
twenty-four hundred feet by a hundred and fifty feet. In the same growp
over on BOMRIKI, the construction of a new bomber strip indicates that
it is coral surfaced to the extent of three thousand feet by a hundred
and fifty feet., It sppears now that a fighter strip will &sc be con-
structed there as it is indicated t.h:t the clearing for such a runway
has now been started.

Akt MAKIN, the ground defenses are eighty percent completed and
likewise the communication setup is seventy percent finished. The air
strip and taxiway is seventy percent done.

At AFEMAMA, a fighter strip, four thousand feet by three hundred
feet has been cleared and three thousand feet by a hundred and fifty feet

of it been surfaced.
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On 9 December, at $:00 p.m., two night fighters bombed and strafed
the BUKA-BONIS AREA, starting fires in the BONIS supply section.

KIETA, eastern BOUGAINVILLE, was bombed by three Kittyhawks and one
house was demolished.

During the night of 10-11 December, night fighters from TCROKINA
boxbed the enemy bivouac area in the JAVA-PIVA section. They also struck
FAISAT, southern BOUGAINVILLE, where a tremendous explosion and a beau-
tiful fire was started, Probably a fuel dump was hit.

On 11 December, between 11:00 a.m., and 11:25 a.m., Mitchell bombers
bombed and strafed ARIGUA PLANTATION in nertheast central BOUGATNVILIE.
Three Quonset type huts and six other metal buildings were destroyed.

A 11:30 am., 11 December, sixteen unescorted Mitchells bembed
KIHILI, in scuthern BOUGATNVILLE, and the attack caused wolumes of smoke
and dust to rise. The first wave met only moderate antiaireraft opposi-
tion, but the second wave was subjected to intense fire, Two of our

bombers were damaged.

At 1:30 pum., 11 December, fifty-four Dauntless dive bombers, twenty-
eight Avengers, escorted by fourteen fighters, blasted enemy supply areas,
bridges, piers, defensive positions, in the general TOROKINA section.
Three buildings, one pier and three antiaireraft guns were destroyed.

One large explosion and fire resulted. Antiaireraft fire demaged three
of our planes,

At 2:00 p.m., 11 December, eight Airacobras bombed the TONOLEI AREA,
south BOUGAINVILLE, and caused several fires,

Two Venturas dropped leaflets to the natives and strafed the KOROMIRA
MISSION, south of KIETA, eastern BOUGALNVILIE.

Four Venturas bombed and strafed the hut area at GREEN ISLAND, between
KEW IRELAND and BUEKA ISLAND, but found no enemy barges there,

On 11 December, at 2:07 p.m., fifteen Liberators bombed TSIROGEI VILLAG!
Just south of BUKA, on MATCHIN BAY.

Nine Liberators bombed the wharf at ALBA (7).
During 11 December, no HLUE planes were lost on their air strikes.
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On 10 December, the destroyer EENNETT bombarded targets in the JABA-
MAWARAKA Areas in EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.

Our ground forces at TORCKIMA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA EAY, report that on
1C December, one of their patrol in the northeast sector engaged in s minor
action with the enemy. One officer and three of our men were killed,

Natives report that two Jep officers with twenty-two of their men desert-
ed from WAKUNAL, in the WUML NUMA Area, EASTERN BOUGAIKVILLE, and apparently
are now at SIRTAPATA, which is southwest of NUMA NUMA in the interior.

On 11 December, on TREASURY ISLAND, netives pretending friendship
captured two Japs armed with grenades one mile south of MALSI.

On 11 December, e petrol plane from CUADALCANAL bombed KIETA airfield,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLANG, and the northwest coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND. No
activity was seen in the latter place,

sightad and bombed an enemy submarine approximately sixty-five miles south-

west of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. Two of the bombs bracketed the submarine's

under water course, causing s large oil slick to appear and numercus pileces
'- of wood debris.

'!IJ‘ On 11 December, at 5:27 p.m., another patrol nlane from GUADALCANAL

During the night of 11-12 December, motcr torpedo boats from TORCKINA
stalked into and wrecked a one-hundred and fifty foot schooner in QUERN
CAROLA HARBOR, northwest of BUKA.

During the night of 11-12 December, off TORCKINA, a preliminary report
states that the LCI 22 received two near misses from a Jap bomber. The ship,
leeking badly forward, was beached on PURUATA ISLAND, off TORCXINA. Nine men
of her crew were wounded, but the ship is credited with shcoting down the JAP
that borbed her,
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In the combined United States naval surface and air attack on
NAURU, 8 December, it is reported that the Destroyer BOYD received
a five-inch shell hit which caused considerable damage in her en-
gineering spacea. No report has besn received as yet regarding the

stails of our attack on NAURU.

The United States submarine BLUEFISH makes the following report
on her second war patrol which covered LOMBOK, MAKASSAR, SIBITU and
BALABAC STRAITS, in the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES area.

8 November - After a two day's chase of an escorted six-ship
north bound convey, on the predawn of 8 November
from a position astern of the escorting destroyer,
the BLUEFISH hit all of the six ships with hine
torpedces. The leading oil tanker exploded and
sank., The ELUEFISH withdrew, reloaded, and came
back to hols a twelve thousand tanker with two
hite and sank her. This attack occurred near WEST
YORK ISLAND, in the LOMBOK AREA.

Heading for MAKASSAR STRAIT the ELUEFISH con-
tacted a enemy manned sampan and sank her.

18 November - During the night, in the CELEHES SEA AREA, the
BLUEFISH put thres torpedces intc a Japanese de-
stroyer of eight hundred and twenty tons, and

damaged & tanker.

Her score for the cruise indicates: Sunk
22,820 tons, damaged 43,841 tons.
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Mr operations on 10 December over BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND were hompered
by poor weather. During the dasy, ten Mitchelle bombed the supply ares
and the airstrip at KIHILI, BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were uncbserved,
On the same day, elght Lightnings bombed enemy installztions and four
barges in the TONWOLEI HARBCR Area, Firss were started,

On 10 December, six Venturas destroyed ten to twelve warehousss on
the ARIGUA PLANTATION, northwest central BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 5:27 pam. 11 December, a reconnaissesnce plone attacked and Smsib%;
destroyed an enamy submerine seventy-five miles southwest of
AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGATNVIILE ISLAND.
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND CROUND STTUATION
The airfield at TORCKINA was put intc operation on 9 Decembery A ground
patrol operating in the northeast sector of the EMPRESS AUGUSTA Area,
killed twelve Japanese out of twenty-five encountered. We lost one man, &

/ reinforced enemy company attacked our positions in the northeast sector and
killed twelve men, wounded thirty-six. Enemy casuslties were not reported.
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During the afterncon of 9 December, nineteen Liberators, operating
from FUNA FUTI, ELLICE ISLANDS, bombed MILLE, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Observa-
tion of the results was prevented by clouds, Cur bombers wers intercept-
ed by fifteen to twenty-five Zeros, Four enemy planes were definitely

i 7 destroyed, three probably destroyed and one damaged. Five of our planes
X l'L,IJ were damaged and four of the personnel wounded. Two of the enemy fighters
L ‘4 ', dropped six aerial bombs during the air engagement. Antiaireraft fire

Y encountered was light and inaccurate.
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A delayed report indicates that at dawn 7 December seven Liberatore
bombed MALOELAP, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Eight enemy fighters intercepted our
bombers, One ensmy plans was shot down. All of our planes returned.

On 7 December, a Liberator dropped bombs on ensmy gun installations
at MILLI.

During the night of 7 December, four enemy planes dropped & number
of bombs on TARAWA, which fell harmlessly into the water.
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23 November, sank a forty-five hundred teon freighter, four hundred
and fifteen miles northwest of WEWAX, NEW GUIMEA. :

2l November, damaged a forty-five hundred ton freighter, two
hundred and eighty miles north northeast of WEWAK, NEW GUINEA.
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On 8 December, a Ventura reconnaissance plane strafed enemy installa-
tions on MILLI. Another reconnaissance plane encountered three enemy
fighters in the vieinity of MILLY, Results of this encounter were not
reported. At about the same time, at JALUIT, a recomnnalssance plane sank
a patrol boat and probably sank a small cargo vessel, and two one hundred
foot wooden ships, In addition, enemy installations at JALUIT were strafed,

Late on & December, twenty-two Liberators operating from NANCUEA,
attacked JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy planes intercepted, but
light antiaireraft fire was encountered. All of our planes returned.

At the same time, eleven Liberators from NANGMEA struck at TAROA,
MALOELAP, MARSHALL ISLANDS. Good coverage of the target area was cbserved.
Cur planes were intercepted by ten enemy fighters and probably shot down
two. Four of our planes sustained minor damage,

During the night of 7-8 December, a night fighter strafed two enemy
barges ten miles southeast of CAPE TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

On December 8, a reconnaissance plane operating from GUADALCANAL,
strafed installations on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the morning of 8 December, an ICI gunboat destroyed a beached
enemy barge.

Foor weather interfered with flying operations in the BOUGAINVILLE
area during 9 December. However, during the day a fighter patrol strafed
huts on BANIU FLANTATION, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and a reconnaissance
plane strafed huts, barges and other installations on AMBITLE ISLAND and
GREEN ISLAND, northwest of BUKA ISLAND.

The following submarines returned from patrol and reported as follows:

RAY

26 November, north of the BISMARCKS, sank a forty-five hundred ton
freighter, and sank a ninety-eight hundred ton carge transport;
total tonnage destroyed, 1i,300 tons,

RATON

26 November, sank an enemy freighter northwest of MUSSAU ISLAND.
28 November, sank two ensmy freighters inespproximately the same
area, Total tonnage destroyed, 20,000,
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At 1:40 p,m,, B December, a reconnaissance plane attacked six
enamy barges or fishing boats about one hundred and seventy miles
west southwest of EKAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. One vessel was definitely
sunk, two were left in a minking condition, and the remainder were
apparently damaged and possibly sank later.

The submarine ALBACORE reported sinking a nine thousand ton enemy
freighter on 25 November, in the vieinity of NEW BRITAIN.

- 690 -



Comivcl FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

5 A% HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER [N CHIEF
m MAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C,
gﬂ-t;‘-dﬁ CRET 9 a.m. 9 December 1943
> H PAC '

Dur the night of 5-6 December, two enemy planes dropped elght bomba
near BETI!.BEIE.AHD, TARAWA. Only one ;f these bombs landed near our installs-
tions and caused minor injuries to personnel.

At 8:30 p.m, 7 December, one enemy bomber dropped four bombs at MAKTN,
which landed without harm in the lagoon.

A reconnaissance plane bombed an enemy submarine seventy-five miles
east mortheast of GASMATA, NEW BRITAIN. The submarine was possibly damaged.
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At MAKTIN the ground defenses are reported eighty percent completed,
the communications seventy percent and the air strip forty percent com-
pleted. The fighter strip at APEMAMA is half cleared and partially graded.
Forty-three fighters are being operated on the original Japanese fleld on
TARAWA. The clearing of the new fiald in the southeast corner of TARAWA
has been completed and work on the grading is now proceeding.

During the night of 6-7 December, moter torpedo beats attacked four
loaded enemy barges in TORAJ BAY, scutheast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. The
barges headed toward the shore and contact was subsequently lost but it
is believed that several of them were hit., The motor torpeds boats returned
without damage or casualties,

On the same night two Ventura night fighters, over TCROKINA, BOUGAINVILLIE
ISLAND, shot down one enemy float cbservation plane,

Thirtesn Mitchell bombers bombed the KIETA HARBOR AREA at 10:35 a.m.,
7 Decamber., Complete cbeservation of the results were not reported but
apparently some fires were started. At about the same time five Mitchells
attacked KAHILI, south BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Results of the attack were
not chserved.

A reconnaissance fane, operating from GUADALCANAL strafed huts on
GREEN ISLAND, during 7 December, Another reconnaissance plane erashed in
the vicinity of SAVO ISLAND. The cause is unimown. One man survived.

BOUGATNVILLE GROUND SITUATION

During 5 December, our ground forces advanced and occupied three hilla
cn the final perimeter in the east sector. Fatrols are operating beyond
this new line but no enemy contacts have been made. Our positions are
being improved amd good progress has been made on the air fleld and road
construction.
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At about 7:00 a.m., 5 December, alreraft from TASK GROUP 50.1 (under
command of Admiral Pownall) LEXINGTON (CV), YORKTOWN (CV), COWPENS (CVL),
MINNEAPOLIS (CA), SAN FRANCISCO (CA), NEW ORLEANS (CA), BALTIMCRE (CA),
and OAKLAND (CL), plus destroyers, and TASK GBOUP 50,3 (under Admiral
Montgomery) ESSEX (CV), ENTERPRISE (CV), EELLEAU WOOD (CVL), SANTA FE (CL),
MOBILE (CL), PORTLAND fcu}, SAN DIEGO (CL), SAN JUAN (CL), attacked ROI
(KWAJALEIN ATOLL) and adjacent anchorages.

It 1s estimated that two ehemy light crulsers, one tanker, and three
cargo vessels were sunk. In addition, one transport and twe freighters
were sunk or badly « Thirty-one enemy fighters, eight medium bomb—
ers, two heavy bombers (flying boats), and eighteen float planes were de-
finitely destroyed, plus an unknown number of medium bombers which were
left burning. The radioc at ROI was damaged. 7e lost two Hellcats and one
Dauntless dive bomber from TASK GROUP 50.1. The losses sustained by TASK
GROUP 50.3 have not besn reported,

An air attack on a smaller scale was completed against WOTJE, MARSHALL
ISLANDS, where three enemy fighters and two bombers were destroyed and a
carge vessel badly damaged. Two hangars were destroyed, a fuel dump set on
fire and other installations damaged. All of our planes returned from this
attack.

Later, at about noon, seven enemy torpedo bombers unsuccessfully at-
tacked TASK GROUP 50.1. 8Six of the enemy planes were shot down by anti-
aireraft fire.

5 Beginning at about 8:00 p.m., 5 December, both TASK GROUPS were sub-
Jjected to continuous and vigorous attacks by about thirty-five to forty low
flying medium bombers for five and a half hours. It is believed that the
enemy losses were small.

In one of these attacks the aireraft carrier LEXINGTON was struck on
the starboard side by an aerisl torpedo and sustained damage to the propeller
shaft, reduction gears and one turbine, The steering gear was also damaged,
The carrisr was able to proceed at twenty knota, steering with her engines.
One man was killed, twenty-four injured, and seven are reported miseing.

The IEXINGTON is expected to arrive at FEARL before noon, 9 December.

The light eruiser MOETIE of TASK GROUP 50.3, sustained some damage dur-
ing the night engagement of 5 December with enemy planes, when her left gun
of a five-inch mount aceidentally fired into the shield of a forty milli-
meter gun, which set off forty millimeter smmunition. Further details are
not at present available.
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At 7:50 a,m., 5 December, four EKittyhawks strafed MOSIGETTA,
southeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND. Results of
the attack were not reported.

Our morning patrol over EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, strafed the CHABAT
AREA, north BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, NUMA NUMA, northeast central BOU-
GAINVIIIE, and FASI ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. At FASI, a number of
Japanese were killed.

Strong alr attacks against enemy installations on BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND continued for the third day, when twenty-three Mitchells
attacked the MONOITU and ATTARA MISSIONS, south BOUGAINVILLE, and
the MOSIGETITA area, throughout 5 December in four groups at forty-
five minute intervals, Many fires were started and numerous huts were
dil‘bmj".d.

Ten dive bombers and twelve torpedo bombers im four groups fol-
lowed the Mitchell attacks. Additional fires were started and more
bulldings were destroyed, All of our planes returnsd,

After the destroyer bombardment of 5 December, previoualy re-
ported, three torpedo bombers bombed the CHOISEUL BAY AREA, CHOISEUL
ISLAND, The area was later bombed by a reconnaissance plane,

Destroyers developed a submarine sound contact three miles south
of FICRIDA ISLAND at 7 a.m,, 5 December. Depth charges apparently
damaged the submarine as evidenced by a heavy o¢il slick. Subseguent
depth charge attacks released a large amount of black oll. It is be-
lieved that the submarine is staticnary on the bottom in thirty-five
fathoms of water. Operations for its complete destruction are con-

timuing.

At 11:25 p.m., 5 December, a reconnaissance plane strafed five
emsmy barges off KIETA, northeast central BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Re-

sults were mot reported.

During 4 December, five enemy bombs were dropped, without damage,
on our positions in the TOROKINA AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

! One of our submarines (name unreported) sank a three thousand ton

enemy transport eighty miles northeast of PONAPE ISLAND, and a two
thousand five hundred ton carge vessel forty miles east of TRUEK.
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The following communiqus has been released by CINCPAC at 2230 GCT,
6 December:

"STRONG CARRIER TASK FORCES ATTACKED THE MARSHALL ISLANDS CH L
DECEMBER (WEST LONGITUDE DATE) X DUE TC THE NECESSITY FOR RADIC
SILENCE DETAILS ARE NOT YET AVAILAELE X"

During the night of 4-5 December, a Ventura dropped bombs and strafed
KAHILY, south BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND. No antiaireraft fire was encountered.

At 10:10 a.m., 5 December, MONOITU MISSICON, southwest BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, was bombed and strafed by six Mitchell bombers. A warehouse was
destroyed. This attack was followed up by eight Alracobras which bombed
and strafed the vieinity and reported that the entire area was demolished,

At 11:15 a.m,, 5 December, fifty-one dive bombers and twenty-eight
torpedo bombers, escorted by sixteen fighters, bombed and strafed the
vicinity of KIETA HARBCR, east central BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Six fires
were started and a number of buildings were destroyed. ILight antiaireraft
fire was encountered.

At 11:23 a.m,, 5 December, twenty heavy bombers, escorted by nine
fighters, bombed the enemy supply area at BONIS, north BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. A number of fires were started. it about the same time, the
KEIETA supply area, east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bombed by one Liberator.
Hesults were not reported.

About noon, 5 December, sixteen Iightnings strafed the west coast of
BUKA ISLAND, A mumber of buildings were set on fire.

On 5 December, & mumber of huts were strafed, in the wvieinity of ARAWA
BAY, central east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, by eight Kittyhawks after an unsuc-
cesaful search for enemy shipping.

On 5 December, the air patrol over HEMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, strafed CHABAI,
northwest BOUGAINVILLE, KOROMIRA, southeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE, and
MONOITU MISSION, southwest BOUGAINVILLE.

TARLENA VILLAGE, northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, was attacked during
5 December, by twenty-four medium bombers, covered by sixteen fighters.
Many fires were started. Although moderate to intense antiaircraft fire
was sncountered, apparently all of our planss returned.

During the entire day's cperations no combat losses were sutained.,
——
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Amplifying details received indicate that the attack on TARAWNA by
/nine enemy planes, ocourred between & and 9 p.m., 4 December (TARAWA
./ TIME). A five hundred barrel fuel dump was burned, Thres men wers
slightly wounded.

At 9100 a.m., 5 December, four small bombs were dropped without
damage in the vieinity of FLINT FOINT, MAKIN ATOLL.

On 2 December, & reconnaissance Liberator bombed enemy installations
on KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND. A number of fires were started.

On 3 December, a Liberator on & reconnalssance flight was attacked
by saven Zercs in the vieinity of MILLI. Oneememy plane was destroyed
and two others damaged,

A reconnaissance plane, cn 4 December, bombed and strafed enemy in-
stallations at JALUIT, MARSHALL ISLANDS, and in addition sank a four-

engined enemy float plane,

At about noon, 4 December, thirty-five Liberators bombed MILLI.
Large fires were started and one grounded medium enemy bomber was de-
stroyed. HNo enemy planes were encountered, but antisireraft fire slightly
damaged five of our planes and wounded three men.

it 10:07 a.m., 5 December, eight Liberators and one reconnaissance

v plane bombed NAURU ISLAND. A large fire was started in a fuel storage area.
)4/{ Mo enemy planes were encountered but intense antiaireraft fire damaged
' one of our planes, Three snemy aircraft were cbserved leaving the island
when our bombers arrived. All of our planes returned.

The submarine SATIFISH, in a ten hour engagememt, from 11:00 p.m.,
3 December to 9:00 a.m., 4 December, sank a ZUIHO class aireraft carrier
(15,000 tons), off the JAPANESE EMPIRE,
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The bombardment of CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, reported in this
mrning-;l summary, was conducted by three of our destroyers at 9:00 a.m.,
&4 December,

Motor torpedo boats, operating in BUKA PASSAGE, before dawm, 4
December, were ineffectively strafed by enemy planes.

On the early morning of 4 December, a mumber of our surface units,
unloading supplies at CAFE TOROKINA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were harassed

by enemy planes which dropped many flares.

Ensmy planes were over TREASURY ISLAND, during the night of 3-i
December and our antiaircraft guns possibly shot down two of the planes.
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[ The CHOISEUL BAY AREA, CHOISEUL ISLAND, was apparently bombarded by

/ an unreported number of our destroyers on 4 December, Spotting planes

CoMINCH PILE

reported the target area well covered,

The submarine GUARDFISH collided on the surface with an unidentified
vessel believed to be a small tanker, about seventy-five miles northeast
of BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA. Damage was sustained by the GUARDFISH but damage

to the other ship is undetermined.
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percent operative., The air field is twenty-five percent completed.

o
// At MAKTN, defenses are eighty-five percent completed and communications
sixty

/

_————————

At 7120 p.m., 5 December, nine enemy bombers dropped bombs on TARANA.
One grounded Ventura and one Hellcat was destroyed and two Venturas and eix
Hellcats damsged. Two hundred barrels of gasoline burmed. There were no
personnel casualties.

At 12:36 p.m., 3 December, twenty-one Liberators, heavily bombed the
HONIS supply area, north BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A number of fires were started.

At about the same time one Liberator dropped bombs on EOROVO, southeast
SHORTLAND ISLAND, and two other Liberators bombed KIETA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,
where & mumber of bulldings were destroyed. No antiaircraft fire was encoun-
tered at KIETA.

At 2:15 p.m,, 3 December, six Mitchells bombed and strafed AITARA, south
coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A number of huts were destroyed, but completas
observation of the results was not obtained.

During the morning of 4 December, an unreported number of our destroyers
shelled Japanese installations at KOIARLS and MAWARAKA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. The bombardment was spotted by two Dauntless dive
bombers and supported by two other dive bombers which bombed and destroyed a
warehouse at EOIARIS and a number of buildings and huts in the area.

On 4 December, our fighter patrol over the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY AHEA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, strafed the CHABAI AREA and the east coast of BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND.

The CHABAT enemy supply area, north BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, was attacked by
twenty-one Liberators at 10100 a.m., 4 December, Fifteen minmutes after this
attack seventeen Mitchells struck the area, These two attacks destroyed a
portion of the supply dump and three buildings. Six asrial bombs were dropped
by & high altitude enemy plane on the Mitchell bombers, but although close
misses were scored no damage was sustained., One Liberator falled to return,

At forty-five minute intervals, on L December, fifty-eight dive bombers
and forty-one torpedo bombers, attacked the MDSIGETTA AREA, BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, These attacks were probably made in groups of six planes to one attack.
About thirty to forty buildings were destroyed, together with a bridge over the
SILIBAT RIVER, south coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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At 11:42 e.m, 2 December, twenty-four Liberators bombed KOROVO,
southeast SHORTLAND ISLAND. Hits were scored in the supply and bivousc
ATr'eal,

On 3 December, a number of camcuflaged barges, in the viecinity of
GREEN ISLAMD (north of BUKA ISLAND) were strafed and set on fire by a
reconnaissance plane operating from GUADALCANAL.

At 11:30 a.m, 3 December, twenty-three Mitchells bombed the enemy
and bivouac areas in KIETA HARBOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., A number
of fires vieible for fifty miles were started.

During 3 December, thirty-six torpedo bombers and fifty-eight dive
bombers struck LINOITU MISSION, the MISIGETTA and PORROR RIVER Area, the
SHISHICGATERO-MIBO BRIDGE Ares in SCUTH BOUGAINVILLE in groups of six
planes at forty-five minute intervals. A two-hundred and fifty foot
bridge over the PORROR RIVER was destroyed, in addition to thirty or
forty bulldings. One torpedo bomber failed to return,

On the same day, seventeen dive bombers attacked a beached enemy
frelighter in MOISURU BAY, east of KAHILI, SHORTLAND Area.

During 3 December, the fighter patrol over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAT,
strafed MOSIGAI, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, CHABAI, MATCHIN BAY Area
end NUMA NUMA, CENTRAL EAST BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not report-
ed,
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The destroyer HOEL reported aground on 2 December off the southwest
tip of BITITU ISLAND, TARANA Atoll, was refloated on the early afternoon
of 3 December. The extent of the damage has not been determined.

An incomplete report indicates that on 2 December one of our reconnalssance
planes was intercepted by nine enemy Zerce over an unreported lccality. Two
Zaros weras shot down and one probably shot down, Our plane, in additien,
strafed a number of small enemy vessels and probably damaged a three hundred
foot cargo vessel.

During the night of 2 December, between 8:00 p.,m, &nd B:i0 p.m,, &
convoy bound for the TORCKINA Area, EMPRESS AUGUST BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
and screensd by an unreported number of destroyers of DesRon 23 was heavily,

J although ineffectively attacked by twenty to twenty-five eneny torpedo planes
and dive bombers forty-five miles south of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. A number of
bombs fell near vessels of the convoy, and six torpedoes passed close to the
screening destroyers., Three enemy planes were definitely shot down and two
or three probably shot down.

f One of our submarines (name unreported), operating in the vicinity of
/the CELEBES, reported as follows:
n
:‘:" Sank one destroyer and one cargoe vessel of 7,000 tons on
2 December thirty-five miles northeast of EWANDANG EAY, north
\ CELEEES, and, in addition, sank an 8,000 ton Naval awdliary in
the JAVA SEA. .

On 29 November, ancther submarine (name unreported) attacked and probably
sank one freighter and damaged a transport.
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During the morning of 2 December, the CHABAT AREA, MATCHIN BAY,
mugﬂmu ISLAND, was harassed by fighter patrols, Results were
uno rved.

On 2 December, two reconnaissance planes bombed enemy antiair-
craft positions and the bullding area on OCEAN ISLAND. One fire was
started. The island appeared deserted with considerable debris float-
ing in the harbor.

At 7115 p.m., 2 December, the destroyer HOEL grounded off the
southwest tip of BITITU ISLAND, TARAWA ATOLL. Operations were reported
in progress to refloat the vessel.
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At MAETN, ground defenses are about eighty percent cperative.
The fighter strip and taxiway is fifteen percent completed.

"| i Islands in the TARAWA ATOLL are b-liﬁ? searched by landing par-
K tj;u. . Ho Japanese have bﬂ&fmmd- (A L {
s s hve ra i i

l:h"rm unloading continues slowly.

On 2 December, a night fighter dropped bomba on enemy positions in
the EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY AREA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

At 11:06 a.m., 2 December, fourteen Mitchells bombed MALAT VILLAGE
on MORGUSATA ISLAND, south of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were unobserved.

L

At 11:40 a.m., 2 December, two Mitchells bombed RIGU MISSION near
KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. A1l of the bombs dropped in the target area.
No enemy plane interception or antiaireraft fire was encountered.

On the same day six Mitchells dropped bombs in the PORRCE RIVER
AREA, south BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and an unreported mumber of Liberators
bombed KORCVO, southeast SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results of these attacks were

not reported.

4 The submarine BOWFIN returned from patrol of the SOUTH CHINA SEA
| and reported as follows: In the vicinity of CAFE VARELLA, FRENCH INDO-
“\  CHINA, sank one tanker, two large freighters, one medium transport and
| one small stesmer: estimated total 45,000 tons. Two more freighters
| were believed sunk for an additional total of 19,000 tons.
\\
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At TARAWA, HAWEINS FIELD is ready for Fighting Squadron Twelve and

smergency night fighter landings. Antiaireraft and 155mm guns are in
position, The disposal of ememy coast watchers on adjacent islands is

progressing.

At MAKIN our ground defenses are in position and communication faeci-
1ities are functioning sighty-five percent, The work on the alrfield is
slowly progressing.

At 1l:4b a.m, 30 November, seventeen Mitchells bombed MALAI cm
MORGUSATA ISLAND, south of SHORTLAND ISLAND. A pumber of fires were start-
ed, All of our planes retumed, Later, at 12:33 MALAI was again attacked
by eighteen Mitchells and eight Lightnings. The target area was reported
well covered.

SARIME PLANTATION, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bombed at 10:30
8., 1 December, by six Mitchells. Good coverage of the target area was
reported.

At 1:10 pem., 1 December, fifty-one dive bombers and thirty-six terpede
bombers, escorted by thirty-two fighters, sttacked the KARA and BALLALE air
fields, and adjacent supply areas, Five hits were cbserved on the KARA air
strip and four on the BALLALE strip, Other enemy installations were damaged
or destroyed, Weak antiaircraft fire was encountered at KARA, but intense
antiaircraft fire was encountered at BALLAIE, One of our dive bombera was
shot down, another is missing and four were damaged,

During 1 December, the JABA RIVER Area, on BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, was
attacked by ten dive bombers, twelve torpedo planes and eight Airacobras,
with unobserved results.

Our air patrols over EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, on 1 December, strafed enemy
instsllations in the MATCHIN BAY Area, The CAPE MOTUPENA Area was also
strafed, Results were uncbserved. One Corssir failed to return from this
patrol.

At 7:00 a.m,, 1 December, four Airscobras strafed the TONOLEI HARBOR
Area, SHORTLAMD Area. Results were uncbserved.
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At 11:20 a.m., liberators bombed PORFORO, northern BOUGAINVILIE,
It would appear that a radar station was damaged.

At 2:00 p.m,, eight Lightnings strafed AMUN PLANTATICN, northwest
BOUGAINVILLE, with unobserved results,

Eight lightnings strafed the NUMA NUMA-KIETA AREA, at 2:30 p,m., and
put on fire twenty hutas, about eight miles north of ARANA BAY.

Japanese positions in the TEKESSI RIVER AREA, west CENTRAL BOUGAIN-
VILIE, were under fire by artillery and destroyers during the day.

In all of these flights there was mo enemy air interception and all
our planes returned. No ensmy planes have been contacted since the morn-
ing of 22 November,

SITUATION AT MAKIN

It is reported, on 30 November, that coastal defense artillery is
in position, but apparently the mmmunition for the 155 millimeter guns
has mot been landed., The air field is five percemt complete.

The Marine battalion, that was landed during the night of 28-29
November, at a polnt one and one-=half miles northwest of KOIARIS, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE, was withdrawn by 9:30 p.m., on the night of 29 November.
This landing was made in an area of enemy food, ammunition and supply con-
cantrations. The mission of this force was to reconnaissance and raid and
apparently was successful because it is reported artillery dumpe, rifles,
stores and medical supplies were destroyed. Documents were also captured.
The battalion's task could not be comtinued further than it was, because of
heavy enemy resistance which curbed its activities. It is reported that an
enemy force of several thousand, coordinated with strong mortar fire, en—
gaged it. Although our forces received effective aid from air and surface
bombardment, it was decided to withdraw, Our casualties approximated fif-
teen killed, seventy-one wounded, of which ten are serious, It is believed
that smeay casualtiss were over two hundred known dead, ALl of our persomnel,
except those killed, were evacuated and apparently thére was no loss of boats
during the withdrawal in spite of heavy enemy fire,
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AIR ACTION OF 30 NOVAURER

Four Adraccbras hit four barges, two boats and three antiairecraft
poeitions at 10:00 a.m., in TONOLEI HARBOR, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
The results were uncbaerved.

At 10:50 a.m., four Kittyhawks strafed the southeastern end of
BALLAIE ISLAND, SHORTLAND AREA. One plane was damaged.

Five Mracobras at 2:00 p.m., left one barge smoking and silenced
one antiaireraft position at TONOLEI HARBOR. Three planss were damaged
by small caliber fire,

The fighter cover over EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, coordinated with de-
stroyers and shelled enemy positions at TOROKINA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY.

Fifty Dauntless dive bombers and twemty-two Avengers, covered by
thirty-cne fighters, bombed and strafed JAKOHINA MISSION, KAHILI AREA.
Antiaireraft positions at KANGU HILL and SALALITA HILLS, in the same area
were bombed and strafed at 11:50. Ten buildings and an ammunition dump
was destroyed., Three to five fires were started at JAKOHINA. Three
direct hits were made on gun positions on MALABITA HILL and two were hit
at KANGU HILL., A warshouse south of the UGUIMD RIVER was damaged. The
entire area was thoroughly strafed, The antiaircraft fire from KANGU
HILL was modersate to intense while the fire at JAKOHINA was light to
moderate. Three Dauntless dive bambers were damaged by antiaireraft fire,
two made emergency landings, one a belly landing at BARANCMA, VELLA Li-
VELLA. No injuries were sustained by our air perscnnel. After the attack,
twenty-three fighters strafed the Japanese concentration on the northwest
tip of CHOISEUL ISLAND with unimown results.

At 3125 p.m., from tree-top level height, three Venturas bombed
Japaness positions and stores at MAWARAKA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
A large fire was started which was visible for many miles. Two of our

planes were damaged by light automatic fire.

Ten Dauntless dive bombers and twelve Avengers, covered by four
Adracobras, bombed and strafed the MDSIGETTA AREA, southwest BOUGATNVILIE
at 3145 p.m. Two warehouses, one large, and eight mmall houses, were de-
stroyed, A large explosion cccurred at MOSIGETTA and three to five huts
were set on fire. Two huts were burned up st MUTUPENA POINT. It is be-
lieved that a radio station was one of the buildings destroyed.
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