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CCJr(lMCN 11U UN ITED STATES F LEET 

. .P ~ 

~T 9 &,m, 29 February l94L. 

# 
s:x!TH .\liD CEN'IRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

At lO(lO a.m., 26 l'ebruar;y, the ahip;>ing and :Npply arou At VUN;.p()f't, 

ll::.Y XUTAIJI, were attacked b7 52 clive bombers and 22 t.Arpedo b<llboro, .. ~orW 
by S9 !iQ>tors. Hito were •~orod on about eiQ>t on11117 b&rgos and on bullclingo 

and warehouses. Ant.iaircntt !ire shot down one clive boabor &nd dOIU.!led two 
othore , Later, an unreported number o! llitcholls and Liberators a,e&i.n attacked 

the &rea &nd destroyed piers, bargoa and warehouooa. Eight bombero were d&~­
&g6d by anti&ir~ra!t !ire. VU!lAPOI't wae ogain attacked, alter noon o! t ho same 

day, b7 17 Lightningo. A nu:nbor o! tl.No were st.srted. Enoey inat&llationo 
and peraonnel at RAPOPO were also attacked. Reoulto were not reported. 

On 27 Februar;y, rocoM&l.saance planes bo:~:bod ROI;c!;LAP, UTIRIK and IG:JIT, 

IIARSH ALL IS!.A.'IDS. Reoulto were not reported. 
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COWS.T U NITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADQUAITIJtS CW THI: COWWANOIII 11'1 CUII:f' 

~AVY DE.PA.ltTr.lll'M', WASIII:-IOTON, 0 , C. 

9 a .m. 28 Fobruory 1944. lf~~ ! 
, S(!!'I'H NID CI':N'l'i!AL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

On 25 PebN&ry, an An:.:! l.iberator bombed KUSAIE. Results were not 
raported. 

During t he nisl>t or 25-26 February, a reeonn&iaaonee plane t>ooobed KESS A 
PLA:ITA'l'ION, northwest IIUr.A JSLAIID, and dostroyad two buildin&o 11h1eh 1M.¥ have 
boon warehouoes. 0\Jn poaitions at IDJ'IVPE!IA PO:mr, wast IIXIGAHIVILL!l I SLAiill , 
... re also bocbod, Throe or tour loooed bargeo in tho oouth JASA RIVER were 
atrafed with unreported results. 

On 26 February, a raconnaiaaance Ventura sAnk a 15Q-foot treighte r in tho 
vicinity of DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS. 

On 26 February, 4 Coraaira sank one barso, sot on tire another and strated 
a third ott tho DUII:E OF l!liUI lSLAI:OS. 12 Airaeobru atrafod en&ooy persoMel and 
inatallotions along tho ..,uth and southwest coaat or 8COOIDN1LIE ISLJJ:D. 

Between 10 :25 a.oa., and 11:15 a.o, , 26 February, 12 Avensera supportins 
sround troopa, boelbed on~ concentrations noar tho SAil A RIVS!!, central west 
coaat OOO::AI1VIW ISLA.ND. I t was reported that the target area was ,..11 
covered. 

Due to weather, tour missions unabl e t o reach RABAIJL attacked VUNAPOPE 
aa M alternate target. Results were not reported, 

At 12:25 p. m., 26 February, 6 Venturaa dropped aevon tons on the T:..~OA 

rumrq area. Anti aircraft tire oneC>WJtered waa aooclerate but i.Mceurate . 

!Ueven tona ,..r• raloaaed on the :t:II'JB runw~ area by12 l!itcholla, at 
10t59 a.&., 27 February. A larp explosion ...., obMrved. No antiaircraft tira 
wae encountered. 

;.t 9:05 a.m., 27 February, 12 ·.varhawka ral oaaod tour tons or boobs on IUW 
runwo,ya and strafed entllljl' omall craft in tho are&. lleager antiaircraft tire wu 
encountered, 

l The aubmarine 'rANO, in a patrol northw at or SAIPAH, aank one large nav..l 
~ I tanker, one .-unition lhip and three !reightero tor a total or 40,000 tono. 
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c:oWUOCH nu UN I TED STATES F LEET 
HUDQUUTUI OP TK1 COWMANtlU IH CUIU 

S. .~,li~~-

1
~,. tiAVY DIWAITY.DT, WASIIIfroiGTO~. D C. 

~,lf we 9 a.m. 27 Ptbru&rT 1944. 
<;,11 •'' ~'\~ \i S?Um ;;:11) CE!iT!!AL ?.ICIFIC (Cont'dl ) 

.U.t.hough huvy tire !'roc& tno beach and b..-ges waa encountered, only one boot 
111at&inod da.ugo 1 

'lbe wbm&rine DARTER, returning !rom patrol ot the TRUK-ItAVIEI:G cotrVoy 
rout-a, reported d~ a 71 ')IX) ton !ral.gltor I 
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COWJHC.H nu UNITED STATES F t.EET 

IC&ADQU.UTU:S Ot' 1"KI. CO.WMANOia II( CIIII:P' 

:\,1'\9'!1.,"\t lfAVY OI!PAI1'"M!NT, WAIHI~GT()_frf, 0 (', 

,j\~-A t'! 9 a .m, 27 February 1944, 

V>" 
fl!>~ ~U'n{ AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 14 . ) 

~ ahipp1ng at !IUS/J:E was attacko<l b)' tour Navy Libe.ratoro at 8 : )1 
a.a. , 24 fobruar7. One lSOO ton tr.i&btor wu liWlk an<l a 100 ton oacort ,.. .,_ 
.. 1 d_.d, AI:IJ..:.nt ahore inatallationa ..,.re otratod. .uJ. our planeo wre 
alJ&bt l7 dama&ed b7 ant1&1rcratt tiro. Later, at 12:10 p . ... , 11 Arr:t:f Liberat.ora 
reloaM<I 19 tono ot bomba on tho !IUSJ.IB al!ore 1notallat1ono , Hito ""ro ocored 
on barracks, radio etation and the wharf area. 

At 10 :45 a,m, , 24 Fob1'1.1&171 5 Ventura& dropped olJ< tons ot bombo on t .OTJE. 

On 25 Fobruarr, 9 IUtoholla dropped 6l! tone on V.OTJE runways . No llltio.ircra.tt. 
tiro wos oncountorod . Tho tollowina day, at 10 :42 a , ., ,, 9 llitcho11s lot fall 
9 more ton• ot baolba on tho runways, No ant1&1rcratt tiro wao encountered , 

BetlOOon 11:17 a.a., and 5:20 p.m. , 24 Fobruarr, 17 Liberatore roleuocl 
25 tone ot -son the barracke area on ElliDJ, The to11owirlg day, at 9 :20 a .... , 
12 Dauntlose and 14 llarhawks attacked J ALUIT al!ore installations with 1) tone 
and otartod a nu:ober ot tires. On 26 !'obruarr, at 7:55 a.111. , 11 ll'ariutwko bc.bed 
TINIET ISLJJlD, JALUIT, with 5! tone and otarted a m=l>er or tires. A 35-toot 
on""'7 boat was otr ated Md d .. troyed. No antiaircratt tiro w.u onc01.1ntorld. 
One plano tailed to return . 

At 2:00p.m., 24 t'ob1'1.11171 12 l!itchello reloaaed 12 tons or bombs on TA.'tOA. 
No en~ ant1&1ror &tt tiro was encountered . The following day, at 10 :25 a.m., 
2 Vonturao dropped two :tore tons and tho next day, at 11115 a.m., 5 Vonturu 
bolllbod the runwayo and radio s tation. l!oderato and heavy antiaircraft tiro waa 
encountered. 

JJ, 1:05 p.a., 24 Februarr, 4 ~;arhawka, in a onep onr lllll.E, strafed a 
JU:,ber or o::>&ll cratt. No Mtiaircr&tt tire .... encO\IIIt.orod . On 26 fobl'l.l&r7, 
&t 51)6 a.a., two llitche11a dropped two tono on lii1.lE &Dd later tWO 100r0 ton&, 
.uJ. our planes returned, 

At l O:JJ a.m., 26 February 1 24 Liberatore otNck PONAFE with JO t ons ot 
bombs. Hits ,..,.e ecorod on the dock area, aeapl.,. baoe 1 hangar and tuel ot.or­
ea• inetallationo . A mediu:n freighter lfal dL'lllgod, Int.nso and huvy ant1&1r­
cratt tiro damaged three o! the bombora, 

~ng the nisht or 24 Februarr, an unreported nlllr.ber ot our deatro)'Ore 
bolobarded e._ inotallationo at ltOKOPO and LESSOS POI!i'!'S, northeut llEll BRITADI. 
A INI>bor ot tiroo ..,.re etartocl . 

llllr1ng tho ni&ht or 26 Fobruarr, ..., unreported nuober ot liiOtor torpedo boata 
intercepted t in ,._ bar&.,, l oaded with wppli., and •n, ott tho 80uth ... ot 
cooat ot BOUGADIVIUZ. Two ot tho e.-r barpe w re IIWik. Two ot the rG&inina 
three b&rgos were w baequentl;y otratod and oot on tire by & cooperating pl-. 
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CON I:NCH riLl UNITED STA T ES FLE ET 
II.IAOC)IIAIIT!:U OF THI C0MMAP'DII 1:1 CII1U 

NAV''t O!:PAR'Tl!II'T, WASJHNGTO:"i, D C 

A, p.a. 26 Pabruaz')' 1944. 

SOWH AIIP CD!IJW. PACifiC (Coat' d , ) 

CD 2S Pa~, maii,J 1D1Ullatieftl eft Bt1lCA ISL.QD .. ra ltratK b7 an 

lllll'tporWd n~r of Corl&ir1. Ant.i&iroratt !ir. daa&•d OM Coraa.ir, wllich 

nbi~CUT orubad ott rceornu, WIST BOOO.UIIVIW lSLAIID, CD the -
clq, 6 .liracobraa b(aMd IICJIOITU and the IJIW!A ArM, ...utb .. •t IIOOQUIIVIUJI 

LSIAIID. Ralul.tl "" net. ob1U"Ad. 

At 10sSO a.a., 2S Pabn&&r7, l8 din ~r• and l2 torpedo bollhara 
att.acked __,. polition. nortbaut of PIVA, batwm tba LARUIIA and TC&OKlliA 

RIVIIIS, "It BOUGilNVIL1& ISUJID, Later, at 11:40 a.a., 18 diw bo•er• and 

l2 torpedo bo••r• ap1D boabad till area. 'tbe tarcat area •• ..U oonrK. 

At lls)O a.a. 25 Fabru&r7, 18 .llitCiball1 dropped 'Z1 ton• of bo•• 011 anti­
aircraft poaitiefta at IIATUPI, RABlUL Araa, IIE1r BliiTAIH • A oon1idarable t.IIOUDt 

of aoke na ob•al'ftd. Silt .llitcbal.l.l, at the ••• tiM, atruok RAPAPO, IWIAUL 

Area and acorad bitl eft t ill rwrn.1 and the 10uthw1t r.'t'etlunh. Ant1&1.roratt 

!ira claa&&d 9 .llit chall1, Die !1&11t.er aecort o! l6 Corl&ira ••• no 11\111,1 plana e. 

At 1114S a.a. 2l L1baratora, .. cortad b7 17 ~tniD&•, droppad 76 tone 

of bo11he 011 RAPAPO. Hih .. ra acorad on tbe 10utb .. lt diaparaal arM, the nu~-
111¥ and Wit taxiw.y, Two Liberatore wre claaagecl by intenee anti.aircratt !ira. 

Ko &Dill¥ pl&naa wre ancountarK. 
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COWU<CH PfLI 

AMii'f' 
~-

.,,<> 

UN I TED STA TES FLEET 
HtADQUAitTEU OF THY. C0MMAN"DI!k IN" CHIItF 

NAY'/ D!:PAJtf'MLO.:'T, WA!UI~CTOS, o. C, 

9 a.a. 2h PobnaU7 1944. 

SO!It!l AHD CE!!T&AL PACIFIC (Cant 1c1,) 

Dllrizla t.IM att.em-. ot 24 Fobrual7, ll Co:roairo oot. co !i.re a 6o-!oot. 
.,.., barp ott wat. liD IIIKLAIID, and ponib}T dama&o<l mot.Mr, CD t.be •­
afternoon 14 Light.ningo bcaol>ecl vtlXAPOI'II:, liD BRITAIN. A nue.r o! .all tire a 
wN otart.e<l. 

Dllrizla t.be nl.gbt. of 24- 25 P•bnaU"T, a receolD&baanoe plane <lroppocl ba.bo 
011 DUD OF YCI!X LSL!JIID. Re.W.t.o were unobtterrocl. 

Wo .,.., act.1'1'1t7 waa obelrroc1 011 JW>IIICWWWfGI lSl.AIID <lurizla reconn&iosar 
011 25 Pebna&ry, CDe 300 poand b<alb wao dropped, bolt no c!M&ge waa obaervo<l, 

'!'be oubaoar1ne T.AKBOR, operat.ing in t.bo !AST CIDJIA SEA, reported u follow•• 

29 Jon, - unk ooo 7,000 toll !rel.gbter. 
3 Pel>. - ..,k ooo 8, SOO t.m !rol.gbhr 

and ..,. 9,500 t011 t.onklll'. 
12 Pob, - oank coe 5,000 ton !rei&lltor, 

'lb. •il•arine GIWlACK reported •inkinc two IIaNa, toDnap ....-, 011 25 
PebnaU71 nort.b11ot. of PCIIIIOSA • . 

'!'be oula&rino DACi clua&e<l a 101000 tm tanker co 2h J&nUIJ7 about. 345 1111• 
•out-It ot T!WI, 
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CONL"'CH PlU UNITED STATES FlEET 
IIEADO\fAJIT[U OF TUJ (Oloi:N.A.NnEit l"f CtiiU 

~A'VY DIPAJlTWB~"T. WASJ:U.NGTO~. D C, 

9 a.s, 26 Pobruar.r 1944, 

SQ!1l'H AMP cpmw, PAgnc ( CS!!t •d, ) 

OD tho &nontooD ot 23 Pobrllar,r, &D lllllalo.t DWII>er ot lJ&IIL boaboro, 
att.aobcl aDcl oUccocl a owober ot .,...,. CW'• at KIIRAIO IUSSl(JI, 11ortbwot 
TCJIOKIICA, BOOOAllfVII.LI ISLAIID. Dlll'iDC tho clq, &D 1111reportocl owober <4 

IJ.boratoro o""-oll at tho OIIPPlT aDcl bi ,.,...., aru, llj)per SJ.W. RIVU, UST 

TOI'OVJI•, IICIUG.UIIYll.I ISUIID, Lia:bt ~are abo otratocl BallS, ..,aro 
aotiaircrat\ tiro claac-4 aDcl toroocl - llarbawk to lt.Dcl em tbo •tor. two 
on-v- barsao iD lAST IIATCIIIII BAt ..,... clooti'OJocl, 

Durin& tllo anoroocm ot 23 hbNar,r, ao \llll'Oportocl o.-.r ot llitoballt 

boabocl tbo clioperMl aDcl ..... ...,. arou at lai:IU.YI.T, Dll BIUT.llll. VIJII.U.liL\U 

_, alto boool>ocl aod. a larp tiro otartocl. .lD ~eel DWII>er ot liclrt boabor• 
ot.Nck YIIUJ'OPI em tbe .- clq. two larp tiro• nro ot.artod., 

llllr1.Q& tbe fti&ht at 23-24 Po b.,....,., !Wii.UL •• bara01ocl b.r titt.om 100 
pOWid ba.bo. llo mtiairoratt tiro _, &IIOO>mhrod.. 

OD 24 Pobrllar,r 3 .liracobru cloatro.rocl tho buh at SOU'I'H Pl.lliO lll.S.'!J:(JI, 

-~.~~~~eat iDt.oricr BOOGADIVllJJI tsLAIID . POW' otber .lirocobrao bc.bocl '1'1llac•• 
iD tbo 'l'ic:1Ait.r <4 B<JIIS, I!OUQ.t.liVIIJll lSl.AIID • 

.lt 91)5 a.a, 24 ,........,., 6o Daunt1ou d.in ~oro aDcl 22 ATOIIIIU, 

oaoortocl b.r 32 Coraaira, 16 Warllawka aDcl 11 Ballcate ..... UD&bll to roacb 
YllltUA!fAU, IW!.\UL ArM, lll'lf BIUTAD, cmo to bacl watber, .lo ao llhroat.e tarsot, 

'fUIW'Of'l _, babe<~.. ._...,... tiro• .,cl uploo:l....,..,... obtorTocl, .lD ~­

tie cl- _, uploclocl aad otbar iDatalloti..., <~aa&od.. lo ODIIQ" J>laM• wro 

&IIOOIIIItarocl. lleJ.cro aad illaocvat.e aotiairorafi .tiro daa&acl throe Deuntlo01. 

At 10140 a.a. 24 Pobruar.r, 6 llitcbllla, oaccrt.ocl b.r 19 Coroairo, UD&blo 
to roaah YIJIAIUIAU, d.ae to natbar, bcllbocl IW!.\UL tanr u an llt.orD&t.e tarsot. 

Pov o.t _. pl-• .. ,.. ll..,t.lT claapcl b.r •tiaircrafi .tiro. lo c-.,. 

~· ..,... •-•rod.. All ov pleDoa rot-cl, 

OD 24 Pobrllar.r, 24 IJ.borotcre, llll&blo to roaob VUJWWI.l!l, ..,, to natber , 

attacked. C.lPI S1'. OIXJIG!, llliW BRIT.llll. auulh wre lllldotonoinocl, 

.lt 10123 a.a. 24 Pobruar.r, 10 llitcbllla bc.bocl !allll.l, IIIII BR.lti.III. Duo 
to olowll, ronlta _.. IIDCb10rTocl. OD tho ••• clq, 6 otbar llitoblllt babe<~. 

IQ1I4 YA t, witb llllobaorTocl ronlta, 
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UNITED STATES Pl.EET 
IIIAOQU.U.nRS OP nl& C0.MMANDI I IN Clllt:F 

NAVY O~I'Ail'TM.!NT, WASI!I~OTO.N, 0 C:. 

9 a , o, 25 February 1941,, 

Xll111 A.'iD CEIII'RAL PACIFIC (Cont' d,) 

a trikes consbt.ecl of o,. Avent.e.r, tour t1!1>tere and another pla..~e . 

,, .,{{ ' 

I. prelJ..dnary tabulation indicates: 

E.'lS!!'l PLA:!!S ~S'l!lOltD BY: 

By ,_.rraee AA fire: 

By our pl.aneo 1.n Air: 

On grou.~: 
rot.u. - - - -

SUr.k - 2 

Burning - 2 

19 

JO 

~ 
1Ji 

It io reported that thio preliminary estimate or damages su!tored by 
t he enerey h conoerv3t1ve, During the retirement, no attacks were sur tared 

~ ~;"'1ne the night, ho..,ver, duri'lg the afternoon ot 2J f'obruary, our COlli bAt air 
~trol ohot dawn one boMber . 

~ The sub:nr1ne HAKJI, returningtr""' a patrol 1n t ho Pac1t1e, report. that 
// on 12 JanulJ'Y, att.r an all day chase, "'" sank an eneey"troop shlp. On 24 7 January ohe d.,...ged 4 lerjle tan.lter ot a t!S'-ohip ucorted convoy. On_1 l'ebruar;, 

she oank an·~ ~oport, an ·~ trel.&hter and duaged another tre1ghter ot 
a three- ship escorted conYOy, On 10 February, earl;y 1n the e.,.,ni.ng, ahe deta&ed 
one medium freighter. S\I:I!W'ising, oho reporta oinking a tonnage of 16,472 and 
da:oaging 18 , 000 tone or enor:oy obJ.pp1ng. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
l-IIA.DOUAkTP.:RS 01' THE COMMAI'IDI!It ltri CIUK, 

Joi'AV'\' DltPAI'fMIP-'"T, W.UJIINCTO~'. D. C 

9 a.11. 25 February 191.4. 

SOUTH t,~D CENTRA!, PACIFIC (Cont 'd.) 

The oubo&rine GRAYBACK, in a p~eliminary rep~rt, tndlcates that ahe 

sunk and c1tmaged eneooy surface ahips for a total of 1.4,000 tons. 

On 23 February, north or CHICHIJillA, tho sul:m&rino SOOCK reports sink­

a 6,000 ton eneay freighter. 

GR!EN ISUllD SITUATION 

Various ne sts or the •neoQ' are J>.ing cleaned up in the blonde or 

t hie group, It is reported t hat the fighter strip will be ready to receive 

on 2 ~areh, one f ighter oquadron. 

A report f rom the c~ding otticer Task Force 58, ..,ich etruck TENIA!!, 

SAIPAN and CUAM, indicates t hnt tho eneoQ' wae firot contact ed and alreAdy 

alerted on the afternoon of 21 February . Th~ughout the night end early foro­

noon of 21~2 February, our Task Force was under alJ!Iost ccr~tinuoua air attack . 

Clwltire by our eurface forces allot down 14 plane• during the .. attacks. One 

group or our taok force wae struck by 48 e'*'1 pl <ln8s during darkno01 and tour 

u.-dlatoly alter dnwn. The enoacy attack wu l aunched in two phasee and employed 

bot h torpedo and low level bombing hct ic a during t he night. Due t o our stubborn 

dofenM and okiltull maneuver ing none of our &hips were d~~~:~aged . l!o .... ver, dur­

in: the melee one of our five-inch guns tired into the l>ack of another five- inch 

battery, killing tivo and wounding eleven, two or which were s ori ouo. 

OUr attacks on onomy targete were made in two atrikes by both groups 

ot the task force . Thia included a twelve plane fighter attack on GU AII and an 

attack on a lhip reputedly in a poeition whore the CI'E CHITOSE had J>.en r eported , 

This da::agod eh1p wae ounk. !lowevor picturoa show that it was not an aircraft 

carrier. 

'l'ho roaults ot tho atriko indicate t hat our combat air patrol ohot down 

fivo onelll)' bombers in addition to tho 14 on11111 plan•• brought down by the shipo 

ant.ieircraft fire . In tho air, over the taraot, our planu ohot down 24 SMIQ' 

fighters and fin boor.bera. On tho ground, wo burned or heavily d&.'ll&ged 76 planoe 

or the bomber, torpedo-ba;lber and f i gbtor t n>e ... &leo throe DoueJ.u type trans­

ports, rive float planes and throe patrol planao, At TENJAN, a freighter of 6,000 

tono oxplodod and 1e J>.Uevod to havo been ounk. At SAIPAII, ao apparently ground• 

udium hei«htu and a aall frel.&hter wore l ott burning. A patrol craft, two 

tll8• and tivo ...U eacorto were &leo d""'4&ed. Aircraft installationa, fuel oil 

d\.Ulll)o and r adio shtiona were b""'bed and strafed, ae aloo were nall harbor boato. 

Phot ographs indioate t hat between Ute first and oocond otriktl at TllNIAil, 

about 15 udJ= ba:tl>oro hcd landed . 'l'lle .. wore all de stroyed . Our loa .. a on that 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIAJ'JQUAR'I"'DS or THa (O)ot.WA!<o'DO Uf Otll:P 

HAVY DIPAnlrUJ'C'T, WAJHI"'CTT.-"f. D C 

SWTH AND CENTRAL PACifiC (Cont 1 d,. ) 

/ On .<0 Februery, Tul< Croup SS.l, a carrier tul< ucup, bocbocl JALUIT 

ATOll. twice. On mLID.I, the h&!lg&rl r•caived direct hUo, lll<ewioe th• reclio 

station 8Dcl other hito wore =~de in the barracks area and on two munition 
build1114o, one of which exploded. A ....U frdel>ter, in tbe ha.rbor, was struck 

and 11 now beached and bw'n~. Bombs were dropped on ENIIDR ISLAND and in the 
otoraao &rea. The power plant on JADOR ISLA!ID wu hit, likewise the radio 
otation, SYDNET pier, and four bombs were dropped in tho boat yard aroa. Four 

of our planes were dama&•d by heavy and accurate A!'ltiaircratt fire, but all 
retW'fled. 

3 
On 2) February, at ):05 p.a., .<0 Dauntleso bocboro, oupportine a s;round 

mis sion, dropped bocbo in the I!IJRAIO l!ISSIOll clearine, BWCAINVlllE ISLAND. 

A little later, in tho same afternoon, at 4:)4 p.m., Liber ator • bombed 
the bivouac areas in tho upper reachea or the SAUA RIVER, cent ral """t coast 

of BOUCAJ!JVIUE. 

On 2) February, at 2 :00p.m., fiarh&wka struck RURI BAI, northeast c~t., 

llllmAINVIU..E, and strafed BOVIS. 

At 10:)5 a.m., 2) February, .Ciel>ter pl anes strafed barge concentration• 

in BJKA PASSAGE &nd other barges in PORTCN and IUTCHIII BAY, BruGAIIIVILIE. 

~ During the ni&ht or 24- 25 February, a destroyer division bocbed tho 
W!IAPOPE Area, R.\BAIJL. Tho bo::lbard!tent cauoed a minor and oajor oxplooion. 

tL A fire wu started and waa visible twenty =!los Ul<f eomo hours later. Th1o 

1 '\(orce also brought under boltbard:r.ent a.roao 4l'OWld CAPE GAZE:LLE and .II.ATUPI. 

/_ Another group or deotroyers, during the night or 24-25 February, banbad 

KAVIENG, m;;v I RELA.'ID. It is reported by this rorco that t he shore batteries have 
boon greatly -nted. One of our opotting planes etatoe as a rowlt of tho 

0... balb..-.laoent, one ohip waa sunk in KAVIENG HJ.'t!DR, two loft burnine, with several 
J callor onu hit. l'iraa nre soon in tbe 011Ppl7 <1\q> area. Tho dulro:yer 

I'JR!lll!!OLT baa her attar firerooa out or eoa~~>hsion aa a result o! a aholl hit. 

Ho"'ver, none or her pereonnel ,...,.. inJured . ltinor d..,..e- .ras roc•iYed by the 
destroyer BUCHANAN trcn a n>tber hit. Howover, threo ot her personnel are in-

~ured. No cosualties ,..,. 0\l!!erod by tho balance o£ tho ships. 

The submarine S\Jl!FISH got. t hreo hite in an apparentl,7 p!"8viouoly d~~~~aged 

aircraft carrier on 22 February, a~ about S:JO p.m. The attack occurred north­

""et or ~AN, in a hoovy rain oqooall. The outmarino, two bours lat•r, oank a 
=-cliiiS abe - treighter. She aleo states that _.bo IILI.IE air otriko on T&lllAN 

and SAIPAN caused mall)' fir•• · 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAITI.IIS ot TH! COMWAI'o'DII IW Cllll'f' 

HAVY DIPARTPJDo"T, WAliHI'I'G'fOW, 0 C. 

9 & . Ill. 24 February 1944. 

cos;~-b 
~~ill· 

,.-.<~ SO liT!! JliO C!l.TRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd.} 

4 earrior ~oed &ircr&tt !orco, escorted by a strong naval Wlit, 
attacked SAIFAII and n=fi4~ ot tho ll4'UAI:IIAS SJ'OQP, on 22 l'obruary, Detailo 
o! tho at.rike , under coeand ot Roar .ldmir&l llarc 4, llitecher, aro not avail­
able &t this tiM, C1t. ia reported that eight ot OW' niers are in Nbber II boato ott tho wuum cout ot theoe i&lando and rescue •uures are now 
undo~.J 

At 7 :30 p. m. , 22 February, the occupation ot tho EIIDIETOK ATOll. waa 
CCQPlet ed, Tho At oll toll when PARRY ISLAND ouccu.11bod to a torrHic pound­
ing by naval and air and tho coobativo opirit ot tho 22nd Uarinoo . It 1a 
e stimated that tho Atoll hed boon detondod by a strongly ent renched and well 
trained enemy whooo 11\lllber s totaled 1n """"" or ),000 cen, 

On 23 February, at ):00 a .m., 9 ilarhawks bombed tho runwa,ya on IIIlJ.! 
ATOU. They &leo atrated and sank throe aall boats. A l.ight but ineecurate 
antiaireratt tiro tailed to docage il:li1 ot our planes. 

During Ulo attomoon ot 23 f'ebruary, 2 Vonturu ba:>bod U>o pier and 
buildings 1n tho Yilla&o ot NA!IATANAl, 13:1 Ill!ll.JJll, Tho end ot tho pier wu 
doatroyod a.a &loo ton buildings . On their return trip t hey strafed CAPE ST. 
CIDJRGB, NE'/1 IRElAND. 

On 24 Fobruo.ry, at 3:00 a. m. , a patml plano at tacked six to eight barges 
noar tho l!IID '!IVJ!ll, llOOCAlNVIUE . l.!otor torpedo boats, trom TREASURY ISLM'D, 
also helped 1n thio attack and t he co!llbined bombing and otrating nooualt drove 
tou.r ot the bargea uhou, but or.o or two got aw~:~ tor the SHORTL.AND Area. 

At. Didnl.ght, 23-24 February, a patrol plane mads a direct hit on a ahip 
1n a !be- obip eanvoy, on t ho north oaatorly couroe, about 70 Dileo northeast 
ot YJ.VIENG, l\3'il lRKI.AND. 

During 24 February, motor torpedo boats !1'0111 'IO:lOKINA shelled i&lancla 
orr the western end or BUKA PASSAGi: and Ul.IM~I.NU l!ISSION. 

CRalNO SITUATION GREEN ISLANDS 

l!opping liP unit. havo been landed on SAIJ ISLAND and PINIPEL lSLAIIl, in 
tho GRU2/ ISLAND UO\IP• Variouo nosto or the onomy hne been cleaned out. Cc!De 
15 Japo have boon killOoCI with our caou&ltiea totalling tour olightly woundOoCI. 

Gi\C(!!ID SITUWON BOUO.WiVWB 

Our ground toreu at TO!\OJWIA have mado ioolatOoCI contacts on the north 
and northeast po.rirultor ot tho 'IOROIONA aoctor. A largo tore• or Japo haa 
been reported &long tho NUil4 !IU!.IA tr4U, 
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COWI!CU rn.& UN ITED STAT ES FLEET 
HIADQUARTIU OF THE COMWAWOit IN Cllllr 

NoW'i DII:PARTMBNT. WASIUNGT()!f, D t 

4 p.a. 23 Fellr\w7 1944. 

SWDI A11D Cll1'fW, PACIPIC ( c.ttct, ) 

A later report Oil tile uU·rU1u <4 the .s._,..r t orce ....S.r oo~ 
ol Capta1a IIIIJ'IIIo 1841•t.M ~ Oil 22 ,....,.UT, 1A a441Ucm to •l..lllt1A& a 
llaft CUI7iJI& &1ror&t\ pero '• UIOl an au t1JI'I .,_, .S.otro,..r, obipa at 
tiUo toroe al.oo .S.-~. at 9•1S p.a., a larp .,_, tre.lil>ter allll DiAl 
barpo att the -b- ctrcco <4 SfUfllj STIIAIT, 11oar r.t.VIIIIIO, liD 
Il!ILAIID, INriJI& tbil tov ot <b&tT, 110 ....., aircraft ao oi&)lte<l, IICII' WIIH 

lilT 4M&p or cullal.tiu ..ttere<l. 

CD 23 ,....,.117, at 10130 a.a., 0111 ot CW' ou'-r illoo dauc.C. a Jap 
oarrier to tbo •et ot Sill'o\1 ISLAIID 111 the IWU.IJIAS, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H£ADQ\J:\ RTeRS OF THJ:. C0.\1MA.SD~Jt IN CIU&F 

NAVY DEPAJlTM~"T, WASJIISGTON, D. C. 

SOU'n! NID CENT!IAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d. ) 

' 4 p.m. 23 February 19 

During 22 February, 5 Dauntl ess clive bcmbero bombed. targets on the 
TOROKINA pori<neter, destroying a bridge over the PURlATA RIVm and strafing 
huts along the 'l'EKESSI RIVER, oouthweat BOOGAINVIUE. 

On 22 February, at dusk, 4 Airacobrao strafed tho TO)(OLEI Area, 
southern OOUGAINVIU.E . A bo:nbing ot a nearby stores area resulted. in t wo 
1,000 toot smoke columns. 

On the same day, 4 Venturas, unable to find an ene.zy freighter in 
NAUESI BAY, NEW IRELAND, bombed and strafed buildings in t hat area. 

Poor weather, during 22 February, provided t ho principle opposition 
to air strikes at RABJ;JJL. 1/o enemy interception was made to our flights 
and tho ma.xi.a>.ur.l n\lllber of Jap planes airbo:no at anyone time was five, but 
they declined battle. 

At 10:20 a .m., on 22 February, 47 Dau.ntleu and 23 Avenger planes, 
f i nding LAKUNAI weathered in, blut,ed enemy &hipping i n KERAVIA BAY. Tho 
Dauntl ess planes report 6 bits on 6 ships, one hit among enemy motor torpedo 
boats ll.!ld 12 hits among 15 to 20 barges and 3 hits on bu1lcl1nga at RALUAilA 
POINT. The Avenger• etate they hi t two ships and got 8 bombs on a 3,000 
tooter and a 2, 000 pound bomb among the storehouses at KERAVIA Vlll,AGE. After 
the attack, two ships were seen on fire. The enemy anti aircraft fire wae 
moderct·e to intense . It dam38ed 5 Avengers and caused one Daw1tless to make 
a water landing. One of our patrol planes reocued tho crew of tho latter 
plane. 

A covering force to this flight, consisting of 43 Corsairs and 20 
\"larhawko, otrafed tho radar at CAPE ST. ClOOI!Cl!, NEVI IRELAI;O. At the san:o 
time, they also strafed a beached barge north or tho l'IARANGOI RIVER, and a 
raclio tower oouth of CAPE GAZELLE. 

On 22 February, at 10:35 a . m., 24 llitchollo blaoted tho repair center 
at LAKUNAI. Although tho weather o..-er tho target was ovoreaot, tho ooeorting 
fighters otatod two large oil fire• wore aeen southeast of the town at RABAUl. 
The fighters report they saw five enemy ploneo e ast ot LAKUNAI, but no attorupt 
was made by the enemy to intercept. 

At 10 :57 a.m. , 22 February, Liberators closed VUNAKANAIJ and found i t 
.... athered in. After spending 20 Jsinutos trying to get through, they finall y 
bombed JQ>RAVIA, dropping bo.'lll>s across the revetments, tho •~•t end of the ru.n­
•~cy and the area northeast of the lancling strip. Four large explosion• and. tw 
$nalJ. fires resulted from their bombing. Some heavy antiaircraft tiro "" ex­
perienced, but no enemy pl anes attempted any interception. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H£A1)QtiA.t'T'OS C# TKI CowWUDD IH Our.r 

9 &.:11. 23 February 1944. 

At 9:00 a,,., , 22 February, 3 llitcholl light bctubera croatod a larao 
exploeion and tiro at TAROA, 

On 22 Februa.ry, at 10:00 a . m., 4 l'larhawke atruck I.!ILLE. A small be a~ 
waa dutro)'lld by atratitlg , 

On 2l February, BAl'OIV .3 ! IDAHO, ICLSSISSIPPI &lXI NETt 113XICO) bcmbardec! 
:.OTJ E. NWiorouo buildin&a ,.. •• hit &lXI a tuel dwop was !ired. It is reported 
taraeto ot volua nre Jl!iaaitlg dllo to pre'rioua aurtaee &lXI aerial bcmbardcenta. 

!l!o au"taarino SI'SA!\FLSII report• that &he sunk another •"""'7 tr.ighter 
in tho CIIINA S&A. Hor total tor thia patrol no" b tivo on~ ships IWik, two 
c!c~&oc!, tor a total of 40,000 tone. 

!he sul:Darine Ali'RO sunk an ..,..Y eubm&rino o t the I - 9 Class, north or 
TRUK, on lS February. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUAJtTI;,ilS OF TUB C0Jo.U,lA:'DU ll'l CtultF 

NAVY D!'PAR'r..IIHT. WASIUNCTOS. 0. ( , 

9 a .m. 23 February 1941.. 

3i)U'l'l! RID CENTRAL PACIFIC (cont'd.) 

At 12:)0 p.m., 21 February, 2 Airacobru batbed eight bulldings at 
TSUNDAWAII, northeaat coaot. ot BOUGAINVIUE. They aloo d.,.ged live build­
ingo juat oouth o! TABUT, on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE. 

On 22 Februar;r, at. 10:16 a.m., a deotro;rar force ot an undetermined 
number, under colllll&lld of Captain ~ke, contacted an enemy ohip, oixty cdl.es 
north we at o! ILASS.W ISLAND, ~1::'11 IRELAIID group . It is reported t hat the enemy 
...., ounk b;r gu.o.firo be!oro she wu able to oend any radio report. A total 
of about 400 Japa, reputedly aircratt peNonnel, were on the ship. After th" 
battle, about 73 ftll-fed prisone.rs, some of which were wounded, were eap­
tur..d !rOO> about. "'- 100 ewiJmrlng in the water. Our Ta.ok Force suffered no 
casualties. 1· 

In the afternoon, about $:20 p.m., :2a...February, this Task Force picked 
up an old type enemy destroyer just south of TINCf()N ISLAND, near KAVIENG, 
NEW IRELAIID . This destroyer now lies, after a halt hour battle, near the 
w ot end ot TINroN I~lD, with her mast still showing aboYO water. It is 
to be regretted that no prisoners could be taken because our ehipo were over 
complemented with Japs captured in the moming battl e. 

Later, this Took Foree bombarded the DUKE OF YCRK ISLAND airfield, as 
also tho dock and inotallationo there. Anchorages on the !KlUth coast o! 
NEI'I IRELAND were explored without results. 

On 23 February, it was reported. that the air strip on NISSAN or GREEN 
ISLAND was SO% stripped or tress and tho rough grading had been ot.arted. 

During the night of 21-22 Fobruar;r and during 22 Pobru.1ry, our search 
pl..,..o bombed the DUKE OF IORK ISLAND while patrol and antisub planes hit 
targets o! opportunit;r on BOOOJ.INVl.LLE ISLOO and near CAPE ST. Gl!XlRGE, ~:Ell 
IRELAND. 

During the night ot 21-22 February, 21 Liberatoro dropped general pur­
poM and incendiary bombo OYer PONAPE. A largo explosion resulted and man:r 
tireo .. ,... otarted on the waterfront and in the tom. 

At 9•00 a.m., 22 February, 3 Liberator• started a largo tir. over KUSAIE. 

At loOO a . m., on tho morning ot 23 February, one Liberator hit shipping 
in the harbor or KUSAIE. Tho resulto were uzu-eportod. 

At noon, 22 Fobruar;r, S Venturas blasted the \'()TJE runw~ and barracko. 
An explosion wao hom No antiaircraft tire wao rocoiorod. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIBADOUA.RT8RS OP 1'111. COM!olA!"DiiR IS CIUF.F 

NAVY DI!.PAMTMf!NT. WASIUt<iGTON. 0 C. 

9 a.m. 2.3 Februaey 1944. 

SOOTH &10 CSNTRAL P?CIFIC (Cont 1d.) 

We are atill engaaad in rust ling out the eneozy on ENIWETOK ISLAND. 
ARRY ISLAND io being given a good going over prior t o our landing for 22 
bruary, plana for 'ldlich still reaain unchanged- "'-o ~A. .,..... , ve:::;.,l 

..(. --..,.L..) 
It ia expected that the runwo.;- at EllGEBI ISLAND will be ready for 

emergency landing•, 22 February. 

In the ENIVIETOK operation, to-<late, we have taken a total ot 35 Jap 
priooners and 13 Koreans. It is reported that many of these priaonero our­
rendered upon ou.r loud!peaker i nvitation to do so. 

At 12:35 P·"' ·• 21 February, 47 Dauntless pl anes and 24 Avengers blasted 
antiaircr aft positions at LAKUNAI airdrome, RAB!IJL. Two direct hito ""re re­
ported b1 tho DAuntless plane• on some of these positions and three direct 
hits ....,,... made on heavy gun inot.allati ono, about s,ooo feet east of t he run­
wo.;-. S<>me 13 bite wore registered in otber gun positions and among buildings 
along t he shore, near SUlPHUR POINT. The Avengers reported observing a large 
fuel tire northeast of t he airdrome. The antiaircraft f ire wao intense and 
accur~te and two of our Dauntless and one or our Avengers were hit but not 
severely. 

At 12:44 p.m., 21 February, 15 U.berators dropped bombs on t he LAKUNAI 
repair aection. The en~ did not attempt to intercept. Photographs indicate 
bits were made in designated target areas and two rireo ,..,.. started in the 
repair area. 

At 12:55 p.m., 21 February, 4 Liberators reported scoring hito in the 
revetmento 80Uth,est of the RAPOPO airdrome, RABAUL. The antiaircraft fire 
wu intenae and fairly accurate and two or our U.berators ,.,,.. winged. 23 
Cor oaira and 14 U.gbtnings, doing escort dut1 on this a trike 1 reported t hat 
oone or t he e~ wa.s airborne. Two Corsairs or thio flight otr afed a 350 
root ahip in KALn.I BAY, tiEr! Il1EU!Ml, 'ldlich otrafing resulted in ! l ame a &hoot­
ing up fitty teet. A nearby barge filled with Japs was left ...,king. llecauoo 
or operational reuona three Coroairo were downed during the above ml..asion, 
however, all or the pilot! have been rescued. 

At 9:00 a.~:~., 21 February, J U.beratoro hit the north and west end ot t he 
Y.ARA rung,y, oouthern OOUOAINVIUE ISLAND. 

During 21 February, 2 Dauntle se planes bombed targets in the 1UOO RIVER 
orea, southwestern OOUGAINVIUB. 

During 21 February, 4 Al.racobraa strafed ten one">' barge• at P/JJ PLANTA­
TION, on t he north,..st coast o! OOUOAINVIIJ.E. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HltADOtiAJtTf!U 0, n tl CO)It.IANOU IN CUIIP 

~AVY DIPARTMI~'T, \VAJIII'<Ct1'01f, D C 

4 p.m. 22 February 1944. 

SOOn! ~D C!iMRAl PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

On 20 Fobru&r)', o .-.eoM&iaaanee pane bo=boo ana dostroJod a bu.UOJJI& 
on lf01i(21.AP. J.oo~bor .-.coM&isaanu plano ben bod and da:>a&od a radio at.atlon 
on KUSAIE lSU!i:l, 

During ~bo nigl~ ot 20 February ""tor ~orpodo boa~• sank two ORO<Q' 
borgoe ott ~A POINT, west BCIJGAJl':Vll.lE ISLA!m. 

On 22 February, an WU"eportod numbe.r ot dolltroyere comple ted a bom­
bardment of KAVIENO, NE'.I IREU!iD. A number ot tiru were started. Reeulte ot 
the bombardment in tho harbor o.rea were not obaervod. The destroyore encoun­
tered liTo or six-inch accurate 1111d intense shore battery tire. The uu ot 
omoko and radical maneuverins prevented damage. 

Our troopo opora~in& on the ORSEN ISL\!:0 'o di.adnatod the pocket of ene:17 
rooiotance on aouthw .. t BA.'UIIIlli, west or NISSA!! I SLOO. A roviaed total ot 
cuual.tiu l.ndlcatoo 64 J apanue killed and ono captur.d. !ie lost three ldllod, 
eleven .-ound41d. 
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UNIT£0 STATES FLEET 
HEADQUART£JIS (W THE C0MMASD&R I N ClUIP 

NAVY D!PA.RT!\1F..:..'T, WASHIS"CTO~'. D, C. 

9 a.m. 2.2 February 194.4. 

SOUTH AND CB.!ITRAL PACIFIC (Cont •d . } 

Our troops have captured aJI'IlETOK ISLAND against otubbom o.Dellcy' resis­
tance and a.re now engaged i .n overccming em&ll pockets o! reaiatance. The 
Japane .. ~ in num.roua well concealed inner connected toxholea. 

Preoent e otlmate s of overall caoualtieo tor ENIWETOK ATOlL are about 
150 dead and 350 wounded, and two missing. About 25 prioonors have been 
taken. EnefllY c&8ualtiee have not been reported. 

Tllo aooualt against PARRY ISLAND has been delayed until 22 February 
in order to permit reorganization of per sonnel and repairs to equipment . 
Aerial and naval bombardment of PARRY I SLAND is undentay. 

At 9 :55 a.m. , 21 February, 14 Warhal<ko dropped 7 tons ot bombo on 
lULlB runways. Four small boats in the area wore otrnfed . Results wore 
not r eported. Antiaircraft fire encountered wao weak. All our planes re­
turned. 

At 11:15 a.m., 21 February, b V•nturas dropped nino tono of bombo on 
TI.'!OA runways and install ation.. A l arge explosion was observed. Antiair­
cratt t ire wao moderate. 

On 2l February, 8 tons of bombs were dropped on 111)TJE runways and build­
ing• by 9 lli.tcholl bo.r.~bero. No antiaircraft fire was encount ered. 

A .our face bomb&r<bent by BATDIV .3 (IDAHO, l.!ISSISSIPfl, NE".~ liEXICO) , was 
cOIIlj)leted against TJ.ROA. All targets were ,.11 covered but only ono small 
fire observed. I t io believed tha~ previous bombardmento destroyed t argets, 
on the ieland. No casualties ,...,.. euotained and no nturn tire tr<m the en~ 
wu encountered~ 

The submarine FOGEY sank a 6,000 ton treighter and damaged a 5,000 ton 
freight er ott the out coast ot FORWSA. 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 
HEA.DQUARttltS OP T11& CO~.M.AND!k I~ Cuntl' 

N /I.VY DIWAIITMI!NT, WAJHlN"C"t'0:-1, 0 . c. 

4 p,m, 21 February 19~ 

SOUTH AND CENrRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd,) 

On 20 February, llt 1:00 p.m., 22 Lib<lr&tora dropped t .... nty ton• ot 
ballba on PONAPE . Reaulta ...,,.. unob .. rvod due to ho4vy ovore&ot. 

At l t02 p .m., 20 February, 9 llitchollo dropped 8 tona of bombs on 
tho runway o.nd bo.rraoks .....,. on l\OTJE. No enOCIJ' o.nti&irora!t tiro wae 
encountered. 

At 2 :00 p .m., 20 February, 6 U beratoro dropped 9 tons ot bombo on 
KUSAlE. A nUillber ot ti.rea ,..,... st&rted . llo enecoy &1rer4ft were encountered 

ll 
In 1110pp1ng up operati ons on ZO February, "8&inat an eneoy pocket ot 

reoi oto.neo on t he oouthnot end ot NISSAN ISLAJ.l), our t roops killed JO 
J apane $& . We S\lffeNd oix killed o.nd 15 wounded, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
ICKAOQUAtTI!IS OF TI-t! COMt.IANOU I~ QUt;:l' 

/ti+.VV O!PAJtTM~N'T. WASIIINCTO:f. p , C 

4 p.o. 21 February 1944. 

SOUT!! N!D CE!lTi\AL ?ACIP!C {Cont'd. ) 

'l'bo following detail• h~vo been received in eoMoction with tho opor~­
tiono a&~st ElllT.ETOK 4'1"0LL• At 1 :30 P•" •• 20 f ebruary, as scheduled, ho 
Wthlions of tho l06th ln!Mtry, followed by OtiO b~ttdion of tho 22nd ll~inoo, 
lMdod on 3NI!GTOK ISUND. 'l'bo 1Mdill£ •as proeodod by heavy banbing and 
bcmb....-nt. l!r*"7 oppodtion was ..,ak. Conaidor~1o mrtar and uchine i:\111 
fire !roo Japanoae entrenched in deep !oxho1ee o..,.1fhat slowed tho progreso 
of our troopa. A battery of the 104th !'i old Artillery was landed on the 
ioland and began shelling tho northout tip durins tho afternoon . By 8 :00 
p.m. , the west em h~ ot tho ioland wo.s coptW'ed, except for o pocket of 
reoiotonce at tho oxtro:no weolern end ot t ho ioland . I t io expected that tho 
capture of EHI1\:ETOK ISLAIID wUl bo completed on 21 February. 

On 21 February, it io exp.cted to aosuolt PA!tU ISLA!Jl with t1f0 batl.&llona 
ot the 22nd l!arineo. Tho )rei :Larine ba:ttdion in roeorvs and one b3ttol1on ot 
tho 106th lntsntry in p-oup reserve w1ll w e..-ittod it necosouy. 

Although reporto of e&S\Ialties are not cCII:jlloto, 64 dead or.d 180 wounded 
haft b<l6n reported tor tho ENGBBI ISL.\1:0 operation, and 1.4 dead and 58 1f0unded 
t or ENT.lETOK lSLAIJl . 

DW'ing t ho night of 19- 20 February, 5 Vonturas and 1 Corsair, patrolllns 
over t ho G.'\EEN ISLAND OROUP Area, ahot down one enemy oboorvation plano. One 
Vontura failed to rotlll'n. 

At 9:2.4 '·"'·• 20 February, 35 l!itcholls, ucartod by 56 tig)ltoro, ~ttleked 
L.UlJI141 , RAB.wL Aro~, Nlr.l B!liTAnl. Rita .,.,.. oeorod on the rev.t.omt and repair 
&rea, and 4 m&bol" Of fir ........ otartod. No 0'-J' plMeO wro oncOWlt.Ored. 
:linn ot our bo:tbora w ro ~d by antiaircraft tire and one of thoae waa 
event.uall7 toreed down. 'ftle crew was recovered. 

On 20 Febru..-y, 20 O'-J' bergoo, in tho ILATCHlN BAI Area, were deotroyed 
by 13 Air~obraa. 

At 9:55 a.m., 20 February, 4 Warha1fka bombed tho barracko area on ltlW. 
No antiaircraft !ira •~• encountered. 

0\/.ring tho 110rnina of 20 February, ODII 'llarha1fk otrated with unobaerved ro ­

eults about ton or twolYo o,_y Wrpa in ILATCHIN BAY. On the some daT, M 
\11\Nportod nuaber of Caro&ira destroyed one O'-J' b~p, in WKA PASSAGE. 

At 10 :40 ~ .... , 20 February, 37 lla>.mtlooo diYo bcabera and 2.4 bongora 
atheked buUdinga and antiaircr aft pooitiona at lllOOrnl, -tbw ot intoriDr, 
BOUOADJVILUl ISLAIIO. Rita w re ocored on the HOilOOR41 and PIJIUATA !UVDI bridpa. 
One Anncer Cillod to roti.IJTI. 
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U NI T E D STATE S F LEET 
tl ttA bOUAirt'I:U or 1'Hn CoWMAI"'Dill ut Cm ~' 

NAVY DII'Ain.iL.'IIT, WAIIU~GTOI'f. I) C' 

9 •••• 21 Pobru&ly 1944. 

SQWK 00 C!N't'fUL PACiflC (Corf 14 , ) 

llo turt.hor <let.U. t.n be., recein<l in connection with tho EllllmfCX 
operot1oo.. 1'lw follood.ac c..-.mique, r eleue<l b,r Ci..:Pac, ia quote<t for 
Wor.at.1o1u 

• Our foreeo ban l.an<le<l on ENiliETO!I; lst.M'D. Hno pooooooion 
of tho woatern hal..t ot tho ielan<l, 'l'ho attack 1o IMiiJ¥; earr-ie<l 
out br el...,to ot tho l06th lntant17 ""Pl>l-e<l b,r a unit of 
tho 2.2nll lfarinoo, 

• &a:ept !or PARRY lSU.II!), t ho rllll&in<lor ot tho ATOU. is in 
our h.and.l." 

At 10:30 a.a., 19 Pobru117, II! <tift boabero IIIII 2) tcrpoclo pl&noo, oo­
corte<l to' 68 ti&Jitero, att aclce<l LAitlli.U, IWIAUL ArM, N1llf IIRI'I'.I.III. Hito wero 
ocore<l on gun poaiUono, ......,qo IIIII a tuel ~ wae oat on tiro. An wr!at­
ainocl moober ct .,-r 1'1&htero wero obo..-.e<t onr tt. arM. ~ ono proooe<l 
t..... an at tack, but. woo obot clowD b,r tho bcloboro . After tho boabing attack, 
our fi&htoro enpge<l about SO .,-r fi&bt•o, obot ctooon 22, plWI one proboblo , 
'llo loot ono Coraair. An O'*'IJ' noot plano .... , oncountore<l ott CAPE CE!I"TER, 
NEW lRELAND, and woo <tootro7e<l b,r ono ot tho ti&htor oocorto. 

At 10:42 a . m., 19 FobrWir,r, 6 L1boratoro attacko<l LAKUHAI an<l ocorod a 
niii!IMr ot bito in tho 'ficinitT of tho r\IDI<q an<l tho c11operoal loop, 

At 10:55 a.a. 19 FobrU&Jy, 14 Liberatore attaclcod TOB!RA with 52 t oo. 
ot boabe, Hito 'fero ocore<l on tho ,.._. IIIII <lioporaal aroa. 'l'ho nmorq ..... 
reporte<l unaonicMblo. Silt of t bo bo-o woro -.od to' aotiaircratt fir., 
Out. or appro~tolT 16 attaeldna Zoroo, tho ~· &bot do>wD t hrol. Our 
fi&l!t• oocort of 21 Coroair o an<t 14 Li&htniaco oncaaod 17 .,IIQ' planoo o.nd 
poodblr obot clowD t wo, 

On 19 PobrU&Jy, 4 Dolllltlooo <tift -oro and 6 b1114toro boabod, atratod 
and attackocl with rockoto, tl1o TOII!ZIII.I. porl.Mtor and <tootro7o<1 a bri <l&• OTor 
tho HOIIOCJ!KI RIYml, oout.bwoat BOOOAIIIVlLLE ISLAHD . A nuabor ot bor&oo in tl1o 
PURIATA Rlvmt, oolltbwoat BOUO.I.INVILLE ISIJJID, woro da&&od. 

Silt L1boratoro boabod LAXtlli.U ot 10:42 a.a., 19 tobru117, an<l ocore<l a 
INMor of bita on tho nmorq. Later, at l OrSS a.a., 14 L1ber&toro bo­
TOIIIIA, RABAIIL ArM, llllf BRITADI. Hito woro ocore<l on t l1• ~ an<l a nuobor 
of firoo otartod. Antiaircraft tiro •li«htlT ~ o1lt of tho boaboro. 
Out ot about 12 .,-r t1&)1toro, onlT 2 at~e<l to attack, nu-.o on-
plano• woro obot - · 
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8 lj;' I E · DQUAitTIRJ or TH.« CO.\IMAN"DIUt l!'f cnutl' 
'""""FILl~ -rN IT ED STATES F LE ET 

~ .'iA\'Y DI PAJtTMIUfT, WM JII.S(ll"'S. D C. 

~~.~·9. :.1 ..! ! 1, p .m. 20 Fobrubr y 1 

fl~~ S~t~ ;.;·n C ..... .I,~t.:".l :? . .!::TI"IC ( t::ont 14) 

!'11'noe T o:Jt : 

?ighter s e 
Torpedo Bombers 6 
3oMbers .l. 17 

Pet·aonno1 toss : 

!!lssin ... 
14 A1ots 
)2 :;re\'fr'e& . . . . 26 

:·111ed 
j cre·:11nen _ J_ 29 

n •. .;..r n (:;v) der..tPeo. by one bit !'ro~ airerart torp<~do . 

l. .;trike .>irc:raft seercned to ais tanee of 75 miles •,;es t , 
J,or tn , and Bast for shippin. report ed leo.vln. r.<U:, . 

2. As ro.r as can be Qete r .1ned , no lar ge ships oooeped 
to •·:esewerd duri• '!. deyli)lt . 

J . La•t strL•e ":i" !)ay sot fire to r·~e:. oil toaka end 
a ~unition d~ps . 

4 . :.ourf~ae eov&r:.r,..: force tor carriers evidentl;; on~;aged 
so~o or eseapin3 Jeponeao oocbet shipR . 

5. J'ap .!w1v:eys bomb•1d . 

6 . t>D "BIJiU:S" ca pt ur ed 6 J'o1>o.ne se :>risoner s r r oo SO sUIM 
by it . 
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-
oow"''CH rtLI ~ UN I TED STATE S F LEET 

8 E 9!1 T DQI.U.RT&U OF 1118 C0)1WA.'lOU IN CIIIJ:fl 

f'AyY OJ!PAR'OdllNT, WASUIN'(M'ON, D, C, 

.§_ ~--~~ l:;_ ! 4 p. m. 20 Feb:ruary 1944 . 
V "Vo 

""'"' SOUTP. .\1\'D CENTRAL PACIFI C (Cont ' d ) 

The following talluletion :rep:resents t he :resul ts 
ot tile st:rikes against TRU!C by T.'\SX FORCE 58 ( 5 CV, 1, Ovt , 
6 BB , 5 CA, 3 OL, 2 CL( AA) , 28 DD ) : 

Tot al J'ananese J.i r oraft Observed 

J ananese .U:ror aft Destr;a:ed : 
Shot Down i n r ( 78 on Fire ) 
Destroyed on Ground or V!e t er 

(Includes 4 - 4Eng Boats 
17 - 2 " Planes) 

Total 

Other Ground .Urcreft : 
(56 to 76% Unserviceabl e 
Reason Unknown as Ye t ) • 

To tel 

Tot al J'enanese Combat or Sizeable 
ships observed : •• . . . . 

Combat Ships Sunk 

2 CL 
3 DD 
2 PO . • 7 

Auxiliary Ships sunk 

1 ~iE 
1 AV · -'• 

~ • 2 AO 

127 
74 

.~ 

71 

272 

2?2 212 

36 

8 .1\l{ • • ..:..!3.... • • • • 19 

Probobl v Sunk 

l Crui ser or DD 
,. 2 AO 

1 t 4 lUC • _ ?_ . . · ._ ?,_ _ _ _ _ 
26 .. .. 36 
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·U NITED STATES P LEET 

9 a.m. 20 Fobl"'lary 1944. 

(Cont•cl,) 

J. aud>or ottl'..,..ntation bcmbo were dropped on IIIUS b7 t our reconn&io­
NIICO Warhaw'o<o at 12:)5 p .m., 19 Fobru&r)'. 4nt1airerart tiro wa1 ll&ht . 
Our planes returned W>cl~~>&ged. 

During 18 and 19 Februar7, rocoMaisoMco planes dropped bomba on CAPE 
HAMPAN, north BUKA ISLAND , on CAPE DUNGUNO, centrlll not WKA ISLAl:O , and on 
mTUPENA POINT, EOUOAIIIVII.IE ISLAM> . 

Patrol activity continuoa in tho TOROKIIIA oector, EOUG.\IIIVIUE ISLAND . 
TWo co:<panioo ot FiJians, returnin& rrcm a roconnaiaaance miooion, report 
ldllin& 155 or 110ro Jap&neoe, 

L"itJ"I"',.J IS 
On 17 l'obl:'\lary, >10rk began on the construction or a Civo thouaand foot 

air atrip on NISSAN ISLAND, sout h 1111d east TANOALAN JETTY. It 1e estimated 
that the air .trip >dll be cooploted on B l!arch. 

Tho aub:l.t.rino S!IOOK, operating in t he EI!PIPJ: watero, reported as Co1low01 

~ DAL!AG!'D 

1 tranaport - 6,000 tons Two 6,000 troightero 
1 cargo vooool - 1,500 t ona 

The oulmarino CUA!lDFISH, returning from patrol, reported a o tollowa: 

1 do.tro)'Or, Al!ARGI claaa 
l largo tanker 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H'::ADOtlAJt'TBIIS OF T1Ut O:mMAND!:R IN CIIIEP 

NA\'Y D2PA1tTJro1l~NT. WASlii~CTQN, t>. C, 

9 a.m. 20 February 1944. 

SOOTH RID CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d , ) 

Tho followi.ng eccmWiique releaoed by CillCP N:: io quoted for information: 

•Our !oreeo have captured the enemy air base at ENQEBI and eoveral 
other islands in the northom portion of tho ENI\'IE'roK ATOll.. Prelim­
inary reports indicate our caeualtiu have bun li€tlt. 

"Aosaulto on other portions of the A~oll are proceeding according 
to echedule. " 

Tho capture of SIU'IIETOK ATOll. began on the morning of 18 February ( local 
timo) when our 'l'uk Foree entered the lagoon and reached anchorage areas with­
out incident . A number of ..,ored mines were encountered i .n tho Soutb Channel, 
That clay, twenty-aoven minos were destroyed. During t he afternoon, 18 February, 
aosault troops landed on fivo snall islands ooutheast ot SNCEBI lSl.AND . Three 
landings were made on BOKANAARAPPU, YEIRI, and the second unnamed ieland aouth­
eaet ot RUJilORU. Artillery wao landed on RUJIYORU and an unnamed ioland north­
weet ot thore, After dark, a scout eoopany landed on BOGAN ISLAND, wut of 
mGEBI. 

Throughout the day and night of 18 february, hoavy naval and sir bombard­
ment and fiel d artillery fire c ontin..-d. The OD«m;' clid not return fire. 

The aosault on ENGEBI ISLA~ was carried out on oehodule after preparations 
by intense naval and sir bombardm<lot, Oppositi on on the beach was weal<. Troops 
ot the 22nd l.!erinee moved inland rapidly and c0111pleted the capture of tho island 
by 4:00p.m. , that afternoon. llopping up operations oontinued. Although our 
eaoualtieo have not boon determined, it io believed that they 11re light . I!Nl­
l'IE'roK ISLAND is scheduled for attack at 8100 a .m. , 20 February, by two battalions 
of the 106tb Infantry, with one battalion of the 22nd. llorines in reserve. Native 
reports and captured documents inclioato that ENIWE'!OK ISl.A!.'IJ was reenforced in 
January. 

From l4 February, Y/f1FJE wao bOJtbarded for four days, with one hundred 
r ounds of 8-ineh amnunition and sixty~five rounds of 5-ineh. Destroyers otartod 
two fires during night bor.tbardments and were once fired on by a three-gun shore 
battery. No damage wao reported, JJ. noon, 19 February, six Venturao dropped 
.. ven ton5 or bombs on i'iOTJE. Exploaiona were observ·ed on the runwq and nearby 
installations. No on~ anti Aircraft fire was encountered, 

At 7:40 a.m., 19 February, four Liberator• dropped six tons of bombs on 
the KUSAIE HARBJR area. One two hundred ton enoroy vossol wao sun!<. Antiair­
oratt fire encountered was meager . 

JJ. 8135 ~. m. , 19 Pobruary, 
raclio installations on J ALUIT. 
oultal.ned by our plan••· 

eight 7/arhawks dropped !our ~ns and strafed 
Antiaircraft fire was intenee but no damage waa 
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il}o.'CH UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTERS OP TH& COMMAl'ODER IN CUII!P 

NAVY DE:PART~t&NT. WASHINCTON. D. C. 

9 a ,m. 19 February 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d,) 

In oper ations over the RABAUL Area, during 18 February, thirteen 
ene1113' fighters ware definitely destroyed, plus three probables on the 
ground, We suffered no losaee. 

The submarine REDFlN, returning from patrol, reported sinking one 
enemy destroyer (Fubuld class) in tbe SOUTH CHINA SEA, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADOUAJtTIU 01' THI C()t.Ud.AHt)E:R 1:-1 CHIU 

:-1-"V'Y DIPAitTliiNT. WAtiii~GTO:V, O, C, 

9 a.m. 19 February 1944 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

At 8•55 a.m. 17 February, tort,-ooYen Dauntleao diva boabero and 
twenty-three 4vqers attoeked one.,r obippin& in XDIAYIA B.U, !iSi 5.'UTA!N. 
with boabt 3nd roc:keto. Ninotoon direct and !11'1.eon d~ hitt were 
cl&1JHd on twelve or fourteen lh.!,po ai81tted . Kltt were acorod on sun 
inthllations and omong numerouo enemT barges on tho 80\lth lhore of the b~. 
No •"-7 planet inte.rceptod, &lthoudt li!teen or twenty were observed over 
tho aru. Our tighter ucort or aevent,--rour planes engaaod about forty 
Zoroe and ahot down eight plue two probableo . Tie loot two Coraaira, one 
ot which was shot down by antiaircraft tire, 

On 17 February, tho on~ rodu inat&llation at CAFE ST. C!!ORCE 
waa atratod b,- tour Hellcat.. A number ot fires nro otartecl . Other planes 
were unable to ruch the target clue to bad W!!ather. 

On the 100rnin& of 18 Febru&ly , two llitcbello, .. corted by tour Light­
Din&•, baabad and atrated TOs:::RA, RABAIIL Area, IS\'! OOTADI. 'l'tiO gxoounded 
entc~Y planaa wore destroyed. !l.&ht out of twenty onu:y lighters closed to 
engaee our bolober o and or theeo one !181ttor was probably d .. troyed. Our 
tighto.r u cort angaged thirty e.._y tigbtors and shot down ti vo . All our 
planoo returned. 

At 11115 a.m. 18 February, thirt)""'!our W.t chelle and thirt)""'oix Coruira 
attacked VUNIJWIAU, RABAUL Area, tm'1 Bi!ITAIN . l'itty-ono tona of bombs 't<ore 
dropped and numerous bits ocorocl on tho soutbeaat supply rtvotmento. .lnti­
&ircra!t tiro d-ed two llitchallt , About titteen Z.roe r&luctantly 
attacked, One en1017 tighter wu probably shot do"" b)' a Corsair, The 
rotiiMI.ing cor .. J.ra atrated a l'AIIbar or tuol -. on an ialand north ot 
SO!UXEII H.IRBCft, nortbwoot BOUCAIIiVILL& ISU.'ID, and atartad a large !ire. 

At 11•15 a.m. 18 February, oightoon Liberators, oecorted by !ort:r­
eown tightera, dropped eoventT-ODe tona or bomhe en VUNAKANAU, RABAUL 
Area, NE'II II!ITAIN. Hits wore .. orod on the runway and on the o.orth revet­
mente, where a ....Uum bomber was cleotroyed , '!be rumray wao lett unservice­
able, Two or our bomber s ...... •lightly damaged by anti&ircra.tt !ira. '!be 
fighter eocort ahot clown eoven ·~ tighter•, plus one probable, All our 
pl.anee returnee!, 

On 18 February, nino Dauntle11 ~re, actor an un~ceaotul ••arch 
tor t-o •"-7 deotroyoro orr the aouthuat coaat or I\K,1 IR.il.AND, bcabod an 
&niOQ' rodu i .notallation at CAP& ST. G:nlGE, 13 IR!L»>D. Reoulta wore not 
obMrVad. A ll\llber or Coreaira etratad the area, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
fliA DCIUArraRI 01' Till COMWAN"D.Y.R IN" Q mw 

NAVY DRPARTMICHT, WAJ IIISGTON, D. C. 

9 a.m. 19 February 191,4. 

OOUTI! AliD C!:!m!AL PACIFIC (Cont 'd, ) 

Det.&Uo h&Yo not been rocoived in connection with t ho otr:lko *&lin.st 
TRUE or tho operation, tor tho capture and occupation or £Nl11!:'10Y.. How­
over, tho toll~ cClOall\iquo, roloa•d by CinCPoc 1a quoted tor Won:a­
Uon: 

"Tho capture of SNI\'IETOK Atoll hao been undertaken by torcoo of tho 
PACIFIC OCEAN Aroao. Army and llarino aooault troopo have landed and ootabliot 
eel beachhoado. 

Tho initial landingo took place attor atrong prol1.m1Ju.ry attacks by 
cerrior booed aircraft and by heavy ahipo of the PACIFIC Fl .. t. Tho troo9o 
wont aohoro under the covar ot battloellip gunfire and with t ho clooo support 
or l ow 1'lJ'1n& naval aircraft. 

All t orcos participoting .... Wlder t be l.Dnediato CCCD&nd or Roar 
Admiral R. K. Turner. Tho Uljlhib1ouo rorceo are c......,.,ed by Roar Admiral 
H. \T, Hill. Tho ooNUl.t troopo ccaprioing tho Twenty Secord )larinos and 
olamonta or tha 106th Arm7 Intantry are cCICD&ndod by BrJ.tad1or Cen. T. E. 
Watoon, USIIC." 

At 11 a.m. 18 February, ton Liberatore dropped ].J; tono <L bombs on 
KUSAIE. Antiaircraft tiro oncountorod woo J.i8)1t and inoccurato. l:o damage 
nor caaualti•• were suatained, by our planes. 

At 12:15 P••• l8 Fobna.ary, throo tono or bombs wore dropped on JAWIT 
by two Liberatoro. Roaulto woro W\Obsorvod, !lo dac&eo nor c aoualtios nro 
ouotainod by our planes. 

On l8 February, two beochod on..., tloat p1anoo at DaDJ woro strated 
by tour Warhowko. Our plonoo oncounterod intense ant iaircratt tiro and it 
appearod tl\at tho ·~ planoa woro probably pro'li.ouoly wrecked and "'"' 
being uoed ao a trap, 

At 10:1,0 a .m. 19 February, eight Liberators dropped ton tons of bombo 
on the PONAPE tow area. Warehouse• 4nd docks were hit and l'll.&1lY tires 
otartod. Two plane o wore 1110doratal7 d&o16god by antiaire r&tt tire. 

Ouring 17 February, tho COiiE.iiN ISLAND Area was patrolled by ! itty Aira­
cobras, tortJ-nine Coroairo and twontJ-oovon Lightningo. Tho Coraaira •t 
on tiro a .. aU e.,.y bargo in ClUED! CAROLA HAE!BOR, w .. t !lJKA lSUJID. 
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COWISOf PD.I UNITED STATES FLEET 
~ '\~ 

s~~t 
SOUni Jl/0 CEII1'i!AL PACIFIC (ConVd,) 

4 p.m., 18 l'obruary 19~ 

Bet,.on 8:40 a.m., ond 9 :11 a.m., 17 Fobruar,y 4 Liberatore dropped 
twelve to no or bombs on TAllOA runwa,ys. lntenoe and accurate antiaircr aft 
tiro alightl,y <lamased our planes. 

At 81S4 a.JD. , 17 February, 4 Liberator• dropped twol vt tons or baobs 
on \'iOTJll. l;o ont1&1rcr&tt fire "" encountore<l. 

At 8:40 •·••, 17 l'obruary, 10 O&unt l oaa dive ba!lbero dropped eeven 
tona ot bocba on llll.lZ. A gun position wu hit and ...U tire started. 
Intonoo and accurate anti&ircratt tire brouaht d011n one or our planes. 
Another Deunu ... went down 10 miles north or II AKIN ISL\11). Two planes 
returned d .. .,ed. 

Fitteon Warhawko dropped seven tons ot ba:bo on !UIO.I at 8 :45 a .s., 
17 l'ebruary. Three JO-toot boats and 4l\ aviation au dU<:O() ...... dest.royod 
by otra.tins. One plane ouetaine<l minor duage by antitircra!t fire . 

At 2 :40 p.11., 17 February, l2 '/larhawko aldppod-bollllacl a omall enecy 
freighter at J ALUIT and a cored t wo hits with 5QO..pound bomb a . Antiaircraft 
positions at F.UIDJ ,..ro strafed. Two Warhawko ..,parently damaged by ant i ­
air.:ratt lire went down south of JALUIT. 

The submarine SEI.IIORSE, on her laft patrol, oanl< the following ships: 

l - 6,500 ton AP 
l - 4,000 tor. AK 
l - 5,850 ton IJ; 
1 - 7,500 ton U 
1 - 7 , 000 ton AJ; 
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COIIJ*N Pit.% UNITED STATES FLE ET 
<,9 ,'1 .. 

s~;~~~ 4 p.~. , 18 February 194 

OOUT!I NIO CE!ITiUL PAC1!"1C (Cont.' d.) 

Bet ... oo 8 :40 a.m., and 9:ll a.o. , 17 February 4 Liberatore clroppod 
tnlve tone ot bombs on TAROA runwaye. 1ntonoe and accurate anti&l.rcratt 

tiro oliBhtly doma,ied ou.r p11111es. 

J.t 8:54 a.11., 17 Fabruary, 4 Liberators clroppod t wo1vo tons or boo:>bo 

on \'IOTJ!. No mti&ircr att tiro wu ancoW>terad. 

At 8:40 a.m., 17 February, 10 Dauntless dive ~bora dropped ooven 

tono ot bomb a on I!I1l.E. A sun position was bit one! aull tire ftartod. 
1ntonao and accurate anti&l..rcratt tiro brou.ght doWII one ot our p1lllas • 

.lnot her Dauntlass n ot clown 10 miles north or llAXIll ISLUD. TWII planes 
returned damqecl . 

Fitteen Warhawke dropped aevon tons ot bombo on EUIDJ at 8:4S a . m., 

17 February. Three 30-!oot boat. and o.n aviation gao dump wore cleotroyed 

by etrating. an. pl4."" ouotained minor d""'88• by anti&l.rcratt n ro. 

At 2 :40 p .s., 17 February, l2 Warhawks sldppod-boo:bed a s:oall one,.,. 

traight er at JAlJJIT and ocored two bite with S(X)-poW>d boobs. Ant1a1rcratt 

positions at DIIDJ wore otratod. Two Warhawl<s apparent ly damaged by anti­

aircraft tiro wont clown oouth or JAlJJIT . 

The sub:oarino SS/J!ORSB, on her la/t pa:trol, olllk tho !olloonng ships: 

l - 6, SOO ton ~ 
l - 4,000 ton AK 
1 - s,aso ton AK 
l - 7,500 ton AK 
l - 7,000 ton AK 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HJt.\OQUAilTitkS OF' TU1!: COM.Mio.N.DIUl I~ CHu!P 

~/4.VY DCPAR'nl!!lo'T, WASUI~C'fO!'O. D. C. 
9 a.m. 18 Fobruaey 1944. 

SJU'ffi AllD CENTRAL PAC! l'IC (Cont'd, ) 

The aircraft corrior IlfTREPID, probably operating with Taak Foreae 
attaeking TRIJK, waa atruck by a torpedo. The vessel can make t ... nty knots 
&nd can steer with her · engines . 

Dl.lring the night ot 1$-16 Fobruaey, motor torpedo boate engaged at a 
radar range o! 400 yards, three unidentified surface unite orr tho southaaot 
eoaot of !K>UGAINVILlE ISLAND. After an uchaJ18o ot gun!il'e, tho large tar­
get diaoppured abruptly as did the second. The third sscaped into a mine 
tisld south of Ol!l!A I SLAND . 

On tho son>e night, motor torpedo boats and a Catalina bolr.bed and strafed 
HAN.\11.\11 IUSSION, northoeet BJKA ISLAND aod UllliJ'l!lANU l!ISSIOtf, north.-.ot coaot 
ot BUKA ISLAND. 

During the night or 16- 17 February, 1110tor torpedo boats encountered a 
coaotal. transport (about 1200 tons), escorted by five armed barge a, pooaibl.y 
containing troopa. In cooperation with a plano, tho tt.otor torpedo boats at­
tacked the enel!\Y convoy and possibly aet three of t be barges on ! il'e. 

Dl.lring the night ot 16-17 February, ho bombs were ino!focti .. ly dropped 
on our poaitiona in the GREEJI ISLAND GJ!OUP. 

On 17 February, SIROT ISLAIID, northweot of NISSAN ISLAND, GREEII ISLAND 
C3:>UP, wu occupied by our troops in a brisk action in which at l out fourteen 
Japanese were killed. We lost five killed and four wounded . 

At 7:>5 a.m., 18 February, five destroyers completed an at tack against 
o.--y shipping and inatallationa at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND . The attack waa cen­
tered primarily ag&inet &hipping, underway &nd anchored in the harbor. Results 
w re not obserYed from the ehips but a epotting plane reported that the main 
KAVIENG dock and what appeared to be a tanku alongside were well bit. The 
aupply d1111p and runway waa hit. Other abipping, close to the beach, was ex­
tonai ... ly diiJUI&od . Gun ..,lac omenta on CAPE NORT'ri wore nautraliud. 

On tho •- dq, an attack by tour deotroyers was lllUicuted ag&inot SD.!PSJN 
IIARa:>!l and ICEROVIA SAI, RASAUL Area, NE',Y SIUTAIN. Tho shore batteries in 
SD.!Ps:JN H.IRrol\ wore ailenced. Nwosroua tiru wro otorted at JUS/ilL ond VUNIJ'OPI 
t roop areaa. Torpedooa w re tired into !EillVIA BAI and atruck a ~1\C~~ber of ohipa, 
Our abip1 auatained no damap or casual tie a, 

On 16 February, tho hoayy cruiMr PENSACOlA, bombarded l!Etrm ISLAND, 

{ 

SA'I'l!:LU'!! ISLAND, ot TAROA, with 8 &nd 5-inch ahell. Ni.Dot""n oxploeions and 
namu roaching over 2800 toot w.re obMrYOd. Fires wro still burning throe 
and one-half hour• lat.ar. It il beHoved that tho ....Ution tor TAROA waa 
doatroyed. 
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COWl tlCH PIU UNITED STAT ES F LEET 
HP.AD0Ut\IIT&RS OP Til! COlotMA~'Dtll. IN CHIE.F 

NAVY OBPARTML~T. WA!J!ISf':TO:O. D. C, 

4 p. m. 17 FobN&rT 1944, 

SOU'n! JJID CENTRAL P ACJFIC (Cont' d.) 

TA1lOA baa boon Wider daily bombard:nent from 13 Febru&rT, One hundred 
rowtcls of 6-ineh and two hWldred roWldo of 5-ineh went firecl into tho &rea 
ueh night. l'klTJE h&o boon urd.or similar bombiU'dment from l4 February. 
'l'hont was no evidence of onoii\Y reaction except for light mtiaireratt fire 
aga.inot o\11' opotting pl &nos. '!'he air strips at ~oiYI'JX and TAROA are rop&iracl 
llnd at times ready for uoo. 

During tho night of 15-16 February, twenty b<wbo were dropped on our 
positions in the GREEN I SLAND GOOUP . 1/o damage or cuuutieo ""ra ouota.ined. 
0\11' air patrols over the area 8hot down one medium boll>ber, northeut or SUKA. 

On 16 February, two Cors&irs stnfed antia.irera.tt positions at KDIILI, 
KARl< and BALLALE, OOUCAiliVlLLE ISLAND. 

At 11107 a.c., 16 February, 12 Liberator s, ooeortacl by 28 Corsairs and 
16 Ligbtningo, dropped 45 tons of banbo on VUNAKANAU, lUBA1lL Area, 1\EW BRITA!!/, 
!lito were oeorod on t he I'W\W~ and rovotn>snto. 'l'hreo grourd.ed onaey planeo 
were damaged. Tho runw~ is reported unservicublo. No onoii'IY a.irerili were 
oneount.rod, Due to heavy weather ono Coroair filled to return. 

During tho night of 16-17 February, three Ventura night fighters shot 
clown two enemy oboonation type planoo o.-er tho GREEN ISLAIIOS. 

On 17 February, a reconnaiooanco plana bombed tiTmiK ATOLL and started 
a number or fires. Another reeonnat .. aoce plano attacked an ODOII\Y cargo 
veooo1 and a destroyer off PONAPE. Tho cargo voaso1 was damagacl and possibl7 
dri von agNWld. 

At dq11gbt, 17 Fobruar7, carrier-based aircraft attacked TRUK. No 
further do'od.ls are avill.sble at tllio time. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIL\DQt.!Ait'TKU 0' Till CO~J.IA."\D!It Ht CHittt 

NAVY DIPAitTMI'.IIo'T, WAS:HI.SC:TO~. D t 

9 a.m, 17 Pobro&%7 1944, 

SOUTH N!O C&I!T!W. Pt\CIFIC (Cont•d,) 

In tho TCRlJaliJ. Al'ea, BOUCAINV!l.Ul ISL.IIi!l. groun4 patrol activity coa­
tirluea. During the &ttornoon and ni&ht or l4 l'ebro&r7. at l out 20 Japane .. 
wro Jdllod, J.llied loaa., aoounted to J killed and 8 woun4ed. 

A preliad.nar:r repo.rt indicate a that. during t ho morning o r 17 Febro&%7, 

1
2) Avengero and 47 dive bombero co:rpletod a 5\ICcesatul attack agairlat enllllcy' 
ahippine at RASAIJL, NEll B!UTAIN . Numerous hit.a were acorod on a nunber or 
onllllcy' al\ipa, A destro;ror and a l&r&• oiler 1ftlre prob~bl;r aet on tire. fur­
ther det&1le are not available at thia time. 

The aubmui.ne PLUNGER 'cored 1ix hits and probal>l;r aank three eP~ 
freighter a {15,000 tons), about 110 Cliles south o! KOS!. 

Tloo ot.he r sub:!arinoe sank one a.ediu: tra.~sport , one large transport or 
!rei&~' t or, two large tre14htera, and d i!Cillged t110 !roi&lltera and one uniden­
tified veuol. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.EADOUAiiiTial Or THK CO~f~tAS'DGR I~ CIUIP 

~AVY DIMaTMU~T, WMHING'TON, 0, C. 

9 •·• · 11 February 1944. 

s:JUT!I .I!ID C!:N'I'J!AL P .IC!I'IC (Cont 'd.) 

Durin& the n1gbt ot 14-15 February, Cat&linu operatina with .,tor torpedo 
boat., ~d and etrafed •MOlT poa1t1oM on eaet 1111:~ lSI. AI\!). 

Durin& tho night of 14· 15 Fob....,..,., ni811t n71na Catalinae bacbed and 
etrafod SIFOS.U I SUNil, in CIIOismJL BAl. 

At 5:05 a.m., 15 February, a Ventura destroyed ono enemy obaorvation plane, 
in tho vicinity of an Allied wrtaco force, operating we at or BOUGAINVILLE 
ISLAIID. 

At about 6:52 a.m. , 15 Feb....,..,., two en-.y dive ba>baro dropped tour bombo 
on STIRLING ISL.I!ID. No cl.al&• wu ouatal.ned. 

At 7:00 a .... , 15 February, five Corsairs and tour iliacobru, on patrol, 
intor<:optad about 1S eM017 p1aneo and ohot down one ovor the Gi!EBN ISLAliD area. 

At 9:38 a .... , 1S Fobn1&17, 2J Kitcboll.a, oacortod by tighter., bcwobod 
WIIAKANAU, RABAIIL, NSI'I BRITAIN. Hits were ocorod on tho NJIWfiT and d.iaperoal 
ar.a. Five of tho Kitcbollo wore otruck by antiaircraft tiro. Our tighter 
ucort ongago<l about SO Z.roo, ohot <lown niM, p1uo two probab1oe . Ono Light­
nina wu roreod do"l\ on to tho water but the pilot wao recovered. 

At U:OJ a .m. , 15 February, 20 Liberators boobod tho Nll'lf&)' and reYot«ont 
area at llllll'OP, eoutbout IIE\f IR!L.II\I) . Rosulta woro not reported. No onOIIQ" 
planoo •re encountered. 

At S•J5 a.m., 16 February, anotbor recoanaiaUMo plane attacked an ontJm7 
corrroy ot l4 ohipo, about JO .U.o oouthw .. t ot llllSSAU Illl..u.D. Resulto o! tho 
attack were not nported. Our plano no <laapd by antiaircraft tin. 

Incolllj)1ota reports ind.icato that on 16 February, a hoaY)' Libarator, lolitcholl 
and Booton etrike, wao oxocutod. againet KAVIENG and ai.rdromo inetallationa at 
P»>AI'AI, NEVI l!IRLOO. At KAVIENO, a J,SOO ton froightor waa oat on tire, two 
1uggoro dootroyed and at l out two 100ro damaged. Four or t1Yo enemy noat planoo, 
in tho harbor, wre dootroJed. Antiaireratt !ire brought dowo oix lolitehollo and 
two BoatoM. l'itt·eon crow -.bora were eubsequantly roecuod by a Navy Catalina. 

Bot•en 2:00 •·•• , and 5100 a.a., 16 February, our pooitiona on OJUm; ISLOO, 
•r• attacked by 10 to lS Japanoae planes. About 20-25 bcabo !ell on T.II;OAI.AN 
PI.AN'UTION. No d.woago or cuualt1u wre euotained. 

On l6 February, a ncomaiaeance plano balbod I'OPOll»> I SL.IND, orr the cen­
tral wet coaat of BilKA ISL.IND. &ooabo wro aloo dropped on ll:l'IVFENA POINT, 
lllUOAINVILU ISLAIID. Rel\llte •ro not oboornd, 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTIRS OP THE C0lo1MA, DEK IN Cli!JJF 

NAVY O!:PAR'tMO.'T, WASHI'iGTON', D. C-. 

9 a . m, 17 Febru.ary 194.4 . 

OOUTH AND CEN'I'RlL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

I 
!leheen 10:55 a.m., and 12:12 p.m., 15 February, ,56 tons or bcnbs were 

dropped on PONAPZ ISLAND, by 42 Liberators. Reoults """" unobserved . No enemy 
planes int ercepted. One bomber ouat&inod minor damage by moder ato and inac­
curate antiaircraft fire , At 10:00 a.m., h-o Liberators dropped t hree tons or 
bombs on ElliDJ 1 J ALUlT ATOLL. 

On 15 February, a number or f ires were s tarted on RONOALAP ATOLL by a 
reconnaissance plane . Another reconruUssance plane dropped a half ton of bombs 
on enemy installations on UEJIT ISLAND . 

From 3 :00 a . m. , to 7 :25 a.m. , 15 February, four Liberator dropped 12 tons 
of boa:.ba on TAAOA. Hits wore scored on tbe runway. No enemy planes nre en­
countered . Moder ate antiaircraft fire damaged one bomber. 

FrM> 3 :00 P·"'·• to 7:27 p.m. , 15 !'ebruary, t hree Liberators dropped 9 tons 
ot boc>bs on 1'/0TJB. Antiaircraft f i re was ""ager, No en«~~)' planes were encoun 
tared. Another Liberat or bo.-nbed lilLIE at 5:00 a.m., of t ha same da;y. 

At 7 :05 a . ... , 16 February, 10 Warhawks, 11 
eleven tone or bombs on tho J.IIUE runwa;y area. 
fire da..aged one Daunt l e ss. 

Dauntless dive bombers, dropped 
Accurate but meager anti aircr aft 

' 
( 

At 6 :17 a . ... , 14 February, 4 W.teho11s attacked TOBE!l.A, RABAIJL Area, !lEW 
BRITAIN. 18 grounded enemy planes wore strafed. All our planes ~turned , 

At 11:40 a.m., 14 February, 9 dive bo<nbors and 10 torpedo bo!Ober s, e scorted 
by 45 fighter s , again attacke d TOBEIU, Hits •ro scored on revetments and tttree 

;;tgrounded enemy planes were probably destroyed. Antiaircraft fire d~~magod two 
ot our dive bombers and three torpedo bombers, Our tighter escort engaged lC>-20 
enemy fighters and shot do~ o,ne. 

'1'1\irty ltitebells bombed VUNAKANAIJ, RABAIJL Area, NEll BRITAIN, at 11:57 a,m,, 
14 February. Du.s t o clouds, reoulta nre not oboorved, Antiaircraft tire waa 
oeagor . Four o! ton e n0111y fighters inof!ectivel7 attsmpted interception but wors 
diaperood , One en~ right.er plane wu ~obably damaged . 

At 12:18 p . ... , 14 February, 2S Liberatora, eacortsd by 42 !ightere, bombed 
RAPOI'O, NEll BRITAIN. Hita wore scor.d on the r evetments and on the runw117. One 
Liberator was slight l y damaged by onoo •'-1 tig,hter. No other interception ne 
at t•pted, although a nu!Oher or en810)' pl anu nro airborne over tho area. 

XJ..oven Liberat ore attacked KAIIILI, BOUGAINVll.LE ISLAND, at 1:38 p . lll., 14 
l'ebrua17. Hite wra scored on t he runwa,y, At about tho • - tilu, eight Liber­
atora .truck KARA, south interior , BOUOAINVILLE ISLAND . Ruulta wore not reported , 
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UNIT£0 STATES F L£ ET 
H~OQUA.IlTUI OP Til& C0M.MA$0U I~ CJUa!F 

NAVY DII'AHMID'i'T, WASUI~CTON, D C 

9 a.m, 16 February 191.4. 

lD.ITI! NID CEmRAL P.!C!!'IC (Cont'd, ) 

A~ 4•00 a,.,,, lJ Fobru&r71 oi&)l~ ~rpodo bc:abero bolobod LAKIJNJ.!, RAB.IIJL 
J.roa, NDr IRITAIIi . C<aploto re..Uh were unob,.l'\"od, Intonoo antial.rcratt 
tiro da.&od t,., torpedo bcmboro which crub-landed upon ro~UI'I\1nc. 

At ll100 a,.,,, lJ f'obru&r71 59 dive boabors and 24 tor~do b<mbora, ..... 
co~od by 72 ti&)ltero, otruck WNNUNAIJ, RABAIJL J.rea, NEll IIUTJ.!ll. Hih wre 
acorod on gun pooitiona, the runwa.r and roYotments. P'iroa w ro otartod . Two 
growxtod medilllll bombers w ro oet on tiro, Tiro ot our tor~do bombers wro 
d~ma&ed by antiaircraft tiro. .About 12-lJ tightera attacked our bcRbera. OM 
on-.r tighter was damaged. Our tighter escort engaged , J0-40 fighters, ohot 
down 7, pluo tour probablos, One Coraair and two Lightning• tail ed to return. 

Prior to 11000, lJ February, 20 llitchello, conrad by JO Coraairo, atti.Cked 
TCBERA, RABAIJL J.roa, !ill!! B!UTJ.!N. Hits were scored on Ute runwa.r and diaporaal 
area, No e~ planes were encount.erod but antiaircrd't tiro &lightly damaged 
two ot t he llitcbells. 

At about this time, 23 Liberatoro, esco~ed by 26 !18ht.ra, attacked LAKUNJ.!, 
RABAUL Area, NE\f BRITJ.!ll. Hite wro scored on the runwa.y and other airdrCIIIIo 1n­
stallat1ona. Antiaircrett tire allghtly damaged 16 Liberatore. No oncy planeo 
.. re encountered. 

At 3•3S a.m. , 13 February, anomy p1anoa raided OKOONGA ISLNID, IJ:il' CZORGIA. 
Six gao trucko and other tranoport equ1,-nt were dootrc,..d. 

At .-n, lJ February, tour dive bollbora, eocorted by l2 Airacobras, bco:>bod 
tar sots in tho J.!TARA J.roa, oouthiMat BOOOJ.lloVILLB ISLA!.D . A DUIIbor ot build­

in&• ..... daatrc,..d . 

At 6:31 a.m., 14 Febru&r7, two onOCI)' din boo:bers drop~d tour bc:a.bs on our 
pool tione.on S'i'IRLING l SLJ.Nl. No dJIII&&O or casualt1eo wre .uotainod. 

' 

Ill 
Six torpedo bombers tailed ~ return ! rom a mining llliuion in the RABAUL Area, 

<hlring tho oar1)' monring ot 14 February. 

J.t 7 •ll a.m., 15 Febru&r7, Al.llod trcopa landed unopposed at P AKONIJ.N PLAN­
TA:I'ION, wet oido ot NISSAN ISLAND and T.IXGALAN PLANTATION, out side ot NISSAN 
lSI. AN) (GREBil ISLNID Gill UP) . 

At 8111 p,a., 14 Fobru&r7, an J.llled ourta.ce torco, COYOrin& tho foregoing 
~rat1011, wu attacked by olx e'-7 din ~re, 110 .Uoa not ot liXPRSSS 
NJOUSTJ. !!AI, BOUGADiVILIB ISUHD. lt woo in thio attack that tho light cruiHr 
ST. LOlliS au stained lllinor d-e rr- a light bomb 'llhich kWed twent~ and 
ooriouoly woundad eighteen ot he r ~rooMol. At lout two ot tho ene:oy planeo 
were ohot down. 
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UNITED ST ATES FLE ET 

NAVY OUAitTMI:NT, WAIIIINQTOl'r', 0 C. 

4 P•"'• lS Februar;r 1944. 

(Cont'd, ) 

On or about l4 Februarr, tho light cruiser ST. LOUIS was hit by a 
light batb abatt. her number 4 tive-inch -.nt and suot&ined mnor damOj!e, 
Ot oix enem7 dive bombers attacking, ho ,..ro shot do1011, 

'!he aux1llary ..,bmariM rescue vooMl IUCA\f ( ASR-ll) , Oj!rOUnd at 
IUDIIIJ, IIIOYed ott a reot 1n a heavy .... u and sonk at the edge ot the main chanMl. SalY~ operatione aro not practicable . PreMnt oatl..mateo 1n­
d1cata that tho c~1ng otticor and tour """ are miaaing, 

r TF ~ t { tt,,,.,,~t· .,-tL ) 1 ~''hi' f!' • /II (\ 

1\ • /;: :vkll a . I. 1\ '· ' l..tl .. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Hi.AOOUAXTKll Of Till C0Mt.eAND:ilil IN CmRr 

HAVY OlrA.I'I"-.tl,.,'1', WAJIII~GTON, D C' 

9 •·•• 15 Februarr 1944. 

SMH JllD Cgmy.L fACinC {Cogt.'d, } 

C.rri-buecl lircratt athcked DIC2BI, oort.b !IIIliEroK AtoLL, tbrM 
two on ll Febru...,., twice on 12 FellnlaJ7 and once on the 13tb ot Febn>&r)' 
(Lon tiae ), All wililll.e 1notall&UoJW oppaored to be delt1'07ed. llo "'NIT 
pl&JWo _. onti.eircratt tire nre encOUDI.C'ed. JAPTA.~ and PAm!! ISU.lt"DS 
1011tbeaot IDIDl!lOl J.roLL, wer e &leo bcmbld. llo - 1notallat1ono on thuo 
ial.ancll wer e obaC"T.c::J. 

At 3•00 P•'"•• 1J Pebrll&rJ, 15 Daunt1oao dive bcablra and 12 Rallcato 
attacked EJAI. IDotallat1ono on the nartlnreot 11'1<1 ot tt\11 bland appeared 
to be deotro,ld, 

On or abo \It 13 Fabru&rJ 1 recoma1uanoe plan11 bcabld UJ'!LANG ATOLL and 
tlri!tlJC • A n.-. o! !iNa wore otarhd. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEF.T 
U&ADOUARTEJt$ 01 nca CowWA.-;ou l!'t emu 

tlAVT DVA.a"JlrCE."'fT. WASUI~CTOH 0 ( 

9 a.m. lS February 1944. 

SO!J'nl AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Coot'd,) 

Durlfl& the mrning o! l2 FobNary, throe dive bomber• baubed and otra!od 
KEKERE PLANTATION, ooutheut WUGA!NVIW ISLAND, anoa;r bargeo aouth o! llO'IUPENA, 
and buildioga north o! the XIETA a1r strip. R.aulta were not reported. Four 
dive bombora and two torpedo bOIDbera atNck bi!Udifl&s near tho JABA RIVER and 
aut llOSlGETTA, WUOAINVII.lE ISLAND. Two Ve!lturao duti'O)Ted a number o! huts 
at NUllA ~'UIU. 

At noon, 12 February, S9 din bOIDbera and 2) torpado bOIDbera, eacortecl b7 
57 !i,ghtora, attacked LJJMUI, RAB/Jn. Area, 1i!W BIUTAIN. Hita wro scored on 
NDWa.ya and antiaircra!t gun po101tiona. A maber o! large !ires were obaerred. 
l';n-.;r antiaircra!t tire allot do>e o:\8 dive boolber and c!Moaged ee•en, Our tighhr 
e ocort 8hot do>e tive •nt~~~Y !i,ghters plus t., probablea out o! !orty seen in tha 
air. One o! our !~tara !ailed to return. 

At ll:SO a,,.,, l2 February, 23 llitchella, eacorted by 42 lighters, bombed 
TOIERA, RABAIJL Area, NE"oY BRITAIN. Hita wre obaer..ed near the runwq "'\d r8Yot.­
""nta, Our !ighhra encountered l.S- 20 ·~ !J.cllters and shot down two. All our 
planoa returned. 

At l2:0S p.m. , l2 Pabl'\lary, 21 Liberatora, ascorted by 20 lighters, lll.tacked 
VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, JWII BRITAIN, Hits wre scored in tho vicinity o! the run­
WO¥, diaper sal and revet...nt areaa. Three tires wre atarted. Enemy antiaircra!t 
tire ahot down one Liberator and damaged aevan. Altho\1611 20 eneoey- !igbtore wre 
airborne they did not attack. 

Tho acore tor air operations, onr the RABAUL Area, on l2 Fabruary: 7 •"-7 

(

pl.,.• detinitely destro;red, plus two probablu. !Ia loat one Liberator, one din 
boaber and one ti,ghter. 

At 4:20 a .... , l) February, a reconoaiaaance pl..- sank a largo ·~ barge 
)S llllu wet o! RABAUL, lli!1f BRITAlll. 

At 9:1.0 a .... , l4 February, a reconnaiaaance plane 8hot down one e~ecli~a 
e..-y baltber about lSO ..Uu soutbeaat ot KAPIIIOAIIARA!iCI ISLOO. 

Tho wbaarine BLlCKJ'l SII returned !1'001 patrol and reported •• .t<>llowar sank 
one modi\a IL\RU, 6,000 tons, da:oaged two ...U tankero, ono ....U .treighter and 
one P\JiliiCI clau dutroyer, tor a total o.t 15,300 tone. 

j Tha wblllarina OIJDCEON reportocl oinkifl& a large transport &bout 100 miloa 
north of FORIIOSA. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
IISAOQt!ARTP.il$ 01' Tlllt COMt.lAt"DEJl I~ O III;F 

NAVY D!PARTl>1~1'o"T, WASIQSGTOS. 0 . C, 

9 a,m. l4 Febru&l7 1944. 

SOOn! AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Coot' d, ) 

On 11 Februaey, 3 Catalina• strafed U\ree and set one """"'Y barge on t ire 
in WIDE BAI, east NE'1"1 BRITAIN. 

During the night of 11-12 February, a n:otor torpedo boat sank aa a result 
ot colliaion. FUrther det&ila ars not available. 

At 5:00 a.m., 12 Pebru&l7, a reconno.iasance plane deatro:yad an WU'eported 
number of enenoy barges JO miles north northwest of RABAUL, liSII a~ITAlll. 

During the night of 12-13 February, a Catalina, operating rlth motor tor­
pedo boats, bombed and atrated •"""'¥ positions on oout hweot IKJOOADIVlLLE ISLAW, 
and SIPOSAl ISLAND, CliO ISBilL BAI. 

At 8:10 a.m. , 1.3 February, a reconnaia oance plane posaibl:y dam88od a eur­
taced Ollel:ly sul:c>arine about 40 mileo southeaat or JACQJIN<Jl' BAI, eoutheaot NE'II 
BRIT Ani, 

At 12:40 a .m., 13 February, a reconnaissance plane attacked two snall enenoy 
ships and s cored a direct hit one ott the southwest coaat ot IIElll IRELAJID. 

At 5:41 a.a., 1.3 February, one enenoy planot dropped three bombs on t he air­
strip at STIRLING !SLAW. One grounded llitcholl wao dostro~ and another dam­
aged. No peroonool caaualties were suffered. 
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UNIT ED STA TES F LEET 
JIEAOQUAitTIII Or THI CO~I MA."WBR I.S C lllltP 

NAV\' DIM il'tMIIo'T, WASIU:XCTOS, 0 C 

9 a.m. 14 robruar:r 1944. 

SOU'nl A/ID CD;TRAL PACifiC (Cont.' d.) 

On ll Fobruar;r, reconnal.oaaneo planes boa:bed 'IIOI'JB. No anUaircr&tt tire 
waa e ncountered. 

lll1'J! wu ldt. by Mvon t.ona ot baaba, dropped at 10r47 a.m., 13 Februar;r, 
by oix l£1t.chollo. A D\lllber ot tiru and explosions wore obMrvod. l!o~r ..,_ 
t.ial.rcratt. tire was encountered. One plane tailed to return. 

At. ll r40 a.m., l J February, ~ Daunt.leos clive bomber a and 4 Airaeobru 
dropped lS tons ot bombs and at.ratod l.UUE. I ntense ene.QY antiaircraft tire 
ahot do~ one Dauntless and damaged three. 

At. l:SO p .m., l3 February, 6 l£1t.cholla dropped five tons ot bocbs on TOO.t.. 
Two ot the boabera wre ~d by IIIOderat.e ant.iaircr&tt tire. 

Durinc the night ot 10-11 Februar;r, Cat.alinaa bombed and ot.ratod U "'IAIIAKA, 
and &t.t.ackod a l arge freighter 40 allea nort.lnreet ot KAvtlii'C, ~ ll'tELA!i'D. Re­
ault.o • r. not reported. 

At. llrOO a.m. , 11 Februar;r, 36 dive boo:bera and 24 torpedo bombers, oaeortad 
by 4~ Coreaira and 24 llarhawl<a, attacked VtlllAI'OPE, RABAUL Area, l!!llf BRITAIN. 
Kit. were scored in the supply &rea. A nU!IIbor ot tires .,.. explo..oiono were ob­
eerved. Hits ""ro scored on tho TIIIBUR breakwater, llhore aix bargoe were de­
at.rol'9(1, One torpedo bomber and one clive bomber were olightly damaged by ant1-
a1rcratt. tire. Ton on-=r tight ere inortectivel;r uaod phoephorouo bo:llbs. Tho 
tight er conr engaged lS to 2S on.)' t1£hters and ahot do~ two ono:Q" plan .. plus 
throe prob&blu, One Coraeir tilled t.o return, 

During ll f'ebruar;r, S dive boabere and ~ Venturu bcr:lbed •1101111installat1ono 
in tho TOROICDIA Area. Six other clive bcr:lbers bombed • ._ poeitions on CllOISEUL 
ISliJlD. 

I 
At ll:lO a .m., ll Pebruar;r, lS U borators, escorted b;y 14 Ligjltnings and 11 

Coraal.ra, bcabecl TOIIERA, RABAI/L Are&, NZ'I1 BRITAlN. 111t. ... re oeorod on rovot~Mnta 
end the rum•a:r· 15 to 20 one;y interceptor • inetteotivol:r uood aix aerinl banbs, 

At llr~6 a .... , ll Fobruar;r, ~ l£1tchollo, escorted b;r ~ tightero, etn~ck 

( 

VUNAKAII.W, RABAIIL Area, NSYI 8/UTAIN. Cloudo prevented Cllq)lttt obaorution ot 
r.,.ult.a, but bo:tbs wer e seen t o buret near tho strip. Antiaircraft tire dor:tagod 

oix lUteholla. &:1sht attackin& •near f'1&1rt.ora d"""'od 4 l£1tcbolla. One ot our 
boobora waa torced dawn on ito return a~, but t he crew waa r .. eued. Our 
tighter• engaged 20 to JO Z.roo, doat.ro:r-d one, pluo !)110 probable. 

Tho ecore tor air operatione onr tho RABA!L Are~ on ll Fobruar;r: ) ono=y 
tighter• doat.ro;yecl, tivo probably dut.royod. l1o loot one Coreair and one l£1tehe11 
!rca~ llhich tho crow wao recovered, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtADQUAii:TEil:S OP TH1 C0MW~D£R IN CHIItl' 

NAvY OUARTW.~NT, WASJflNGTOS, D. C. 

4 p.m. 13 February 1944. 

SOUTH AN}) CENTRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d. ) 

The following additional details have been received 
in oonneotion with the bombing of ROI , on 13 February, 
reported in the morning's summary of 13 February: At 2:30 
a .m., twelve to fourteen enemy bombers executed a deliber­
ate and accurate attack on our beach unloading areas and 
bivouac dump . It is estimated that about twenty-five or 
our personnel were killed and two hundred and thirty 
wounded, Considerable damage was caused to supplies and 
construction equipment, LOT's 346 and 347 were burned out 
but are believed to be salvageable. Minor damage was sus­
tained by three LST's due to small rirea which were quickly 
extinguished. 
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UNITED STATES F tE ET 
HEAOQUAitTlU OP T11. CO)IM,o\.SDEK IN ClUr.P' 

NAVY OI: I'Ain'J.11U'~>1'. WA.Sl l.ll\GTO!'f. 0 C 

9 a . m. 1) Fobruar,r 1944. 

SOUT'H AND C!:N'l'RAL PACIP'IC (Cont 1d.) 

On tho aft.arnoon of 10 P'obru&ry, 4 Aira<:obraa H t. on tiro a •all 
one.;, bar I", ot t tho Wllthorn tip of Gli3:5N lSU!OI>, and baabod •'*'17 in­
ot.allotiono at 8JIIIS, north BOUG.UliVIW ISL.IIOI>. '11\roo other .U..a<:obraa 
otratod one.;, b&rl"t in IIA'I'CHIII BAJ, north .. st BOUGAIIIVIW ISLA!II>, and 
M t two on tiro. 

At J:OO p. m., 11 Fobru.U7, a roconn&iosanco plano bca.bod KAPINOA­
llARANGI ISI • .u.D. Bombs nro drop!*~ on a ooaplano baoo, radio tower . A 
n~r ot omall tiro a were otortod. 

During tho night ot 10 February, throe on~ planes ino!!octivoly 
dropped barlbt on our position.o in tho "roROKINA Area, BCUGAIIIVIW ISL»>D. 

Dur1Jia tho nl.ght ot lo-U Pobruary, Catalln&a dropped boloba on l!EillWi 
and SD'OS.U ISLANDS, CHOISIL BAT, CHOIS!lll. 15~1), JIOsr/1,, n ot HOTIJi'EHJ., 
BOOGADI'IIW ISLA::O, and on ·~ poo1t1ono at tho mouth ot tho I'U!IU1A. 
RIVER, BOUCAIN\'Il.Ul lSl.A!iD. 4 n~r of 150 toot of>OII;f borgu, t .. nty miloo 
out ot KIS'I'.l KA.'lBOR, BlUG.lliiVIIl.E ISU!ll, were bombed by Catolinae. Results 
wore not obeo..-.ed. 

During tho night of U-12 February, motor torpedo boats otratod enemy 

poo1t1ono on tho west and southwest coast of BOUG.lliiVIW ISLAW . 

At 9:15 a.m., 12 Pobruary, 12 Dauntlus din bo<oboro and 16 l'larh&>d<s, 
dropped t on t.ono ot lx:obe on ILIW. llodorate antiaircraft. tiro dODaged two 
plano a. 

At 2:00 &olio., 1:3 Pobruar,r, about tnlvo ODOOQ' planoo bcmbod l!OI. 4 
l"ll.l>lber or tiroo ..... appo.rontly otartod but turtbor dot&il o &rO not av&il­
ablo at tbh tae. 

~~
~·~ !loto: local timo tor tho oroao involnd has bean uood in tho 
,\ will be uted in futuro roporto until further notice. 
I 

foregoing and 
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U NITE D STATES FL EET 
RIA.DQUAITUI (Mt 1'HI COM~IAMD!Jt 1'1 Q IIU 

9 a.m. l) February 1944. 
SEI'1Jdiff' 
~~n· 

0
•"" SJU'nl -\'10 CENTRA!, PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

At l0100 •·• ·• l) l'ebruar;r, 6 IIUcholls bombed 'I'IOTJI and oix bclclbod 
TN!O.Ir, at 2100 p,a, On the •- ~ 20 dive boo:boro, baabed llll.LE. Result.a 
wno not roport..d. 

Durin& the morning of 10 Pobruar;r, two Venturu •ncaaocl four e~ 
obaornt.ion planoo south of CAP! ST. GEMGE, KE\'1 IRELOO . Ono enq- plana 
wu ohot. down. On the 11010 mornin& a ,..eonnaiseanco plano bcabod a IIU.IIIbor 
of e&ll vessels oft t ho 110ut hoaot ooaet. of BJKA ISLAND, and on0111installa­
t iono on t ho ialand. Thh plano probably deotroyed a motor launch, by otrar­
l.J1g, 1n BUKJ. PASS AGE. 

At 9•00 a.a., 10 February, 59 clive bcaboro and 24 torp41do boalbero, ••­
cortod b;r 46 Corsairs and 2) WIU'h&lduo, attacked WliAKANAIJ, RABAIJL Area, NE".f 
B!!ITAIN. Kite wre scored on aun pooitiona, the rumray and 1n the rovot..nt 
&rea. 0Do VOUDdod aocliUII boiobr WU cl .. troyed and OU .oro poooibl)' cl .. tro;yod, 
Largo oU liroo were obaorvod, Pivo """'"'" fi8ht.ra attack9cl our bcabera. Ono 
•llOIOT plano wao ahot down. 1lo loot one eliTe bo!ober, ono torp41do plano and four 
clive boaboro, fin torpedO planoo returned ciiCI&&od, Tho f1&htU CO"flr &n&ICod 
about tort;r Zoroa, shot down ten and prob$bl7 t hroe aoro, Ono Coroair failed 
to return. 

At 1100 p.m., 10 February, 24 llit.chella, eoeortod by ) 0 Ooru.ira, again 
at.tacQd V\INAKANAIJ . Hi to wro aeored on the run,.y and a nulllber ot tiro• were 
et.arted. Two llit.cbells r etumed deagod by antiaircratt tiro. Our fighter 
cover •ncaaecl fort7 Zoroa, posaibl;r cleagod one. One Coraair t ailed to return. 

J.t l1l2 p ,a., 10 l'obMI&r)', 21 Liberatore, oscortod b;r 26 t1ghtors , b<IOII>od 
~BEIU, RABAIJL Area, 1£1'1 II!ITAIII. tho results were not obaorvod, although 
boabo wno aeon to tall on tho runw-.y and rontaont arou. ,._nt;r or t.hirt;r 
Zeros clro~cl a maber or aerial b<labo wbieb ellgbtl;r cleagod two Liberatoro. 
The Liberatore ahot down b1no ·~ plonoo pluo tour probableo. Our figbtoro 
cloatro;yod l2 ooe!Q" planeo pluo one probable . All our plan .. roturood. 

Curine the att.ornoon, lO February, Cora &ira returninc !rao a RABAUI. area 
strike, 1tra!ed and loft oottll.J1g a 100 toot enemy ochooner ott tho northweot 
cout ot HE"ll BRIT AlN. 

Durinc 10 February, air activitioo 1n tho RABAIJL Area, )) ·~ planoo 
..... d .. tro~ plua ten probabl... !lo lost one clive bollber, one torpedo bcaber 
and two Coroaira. 

Durin& lO febMI&r)', 11 torp41do boabera at tacked • ...,... 1notallot1ono at 
TOROm:A, PIPIPJ.l.lr, west N1.liiA NUllA, central east interior, SOUGJ.lliVILI.E ISL.L\ll, 
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UNIT E D STATES FL EET 
~IUDQUAft'T1UIJ 0, ntR Cot.IMANDI!R I N CIIIPF 

NAvY DllfAitTW~T, WAJIIINCT'O:S, D C' 

9 •·•· 12 february 1944, 

SOOTH Alii> CEN'IRAL P.IClPIC (Cont 1d, ) 

On 9 February, aisltt Airaeobraa bombed t.he on_, biYOU&C ar .. at TI.IJUJIA, 

central eaet coaet BOUCAiliVII.IZ ISU!ID an4 aleo deatroyed six huta 1n t.he vicinity, 

At 6 a,:a, 10 February, oix torpedo bo:abers attaekod TOBERA, RAPOFO, and 

LAKUNAl, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. Rell>lto wore not reported, 

At l12lo a.JL 10 Pobruary, about t.hree to aix onaD,Y plane• wre over our 

poait.iono at PIVA, EIII'R.:lSS AIJGUSTA BA!, BOUGAIIIVILU: ISLAI\D, and. droPI*f thrH 

bombs. Damas•, 1t IIQ', was not reported, Later that 110rn1ns two 110re en_, plane• 

approachoel the area. A Ventura ohot down one en""¥ modiWil bot.lber wost ot TOROKINA, 

BOUGAI NVIIJ.E ISLAND, 

In tho TQ!OKINA oect.or, 80UGAIIiVILI3 ISLA'ID, eOIII>at ground patrol acUrlty 

eontinuea, oupportod b)' artillory !iro. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
II!:MJQUAit"f'UI 0P Til& Co.lo<IMA~ot.lt I~ (lUI' 

~AllY l)l P,\ IIITMttf'o·T, WASHISOTO~. D, C 

9 •·•· l2 FobruUy 1944. 

SJtrrH .IND CE!!t!!AL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d , ) 

At l21I,O a.•. 9 FobN&I')', titl.:r-i&bt c11n boaobero and t-,.-.four 
t.o.,.do bcalbera attack..t VUNAII:AII.W, RAB.WL Area, !GoY &UTAIN. Hih ,..... 
..... ..t on ew> pos1tiono, runwqo and uong buUdingo. Orowld..t o- CIO!>diua 

bolal>a'o .. r. ot.r&tod, and a 11UC1bor of src>W>ded &n_. pl&noo woro probabl,y 
destroyed. A IIUIIIbor of firoo "ro ot&rt.od. About !itt.Mn-twonty Zeros 
dropped &&rial boooba, but cll.d not pro10 thoir att&eko. Ono ot 011r torpedo 
boaobero &nd live c11vo bomboro wore d...aged by anti&irer &tt tiro. Two 
c11 vo borolbora wore d1o11011od by oneoo,y plano a. Tho tighter cover of fifty 
Coro&iro &nd twonty-f011r Warhawl<o eng011ed twenty reluctant onoooy tighten, 
dotinitol,y ohot down two pluo one probable , One l'l&rhawl< t&ilod to ret~~rn. 

At l p.m. 9 Fobrllery, VUNAXAN..W wu 011&1n bocbod by tnnt,.-.!OW' llitcbollo, 
oeccrtod by tbirt.;r-aovon Cora&ire. Hit. were ..:or..t on the l'III!Wo,y. and uong 
r ... t.ooonte, A DUIIIbor ot ....U. !iroo wro atart.ed . Two 111tchollo were damaged 

by anti&ircr&tt .Ciro. Tho bollboro wore inof1'oetivoly attacked by fo~~r • .,_. 
ticl>tora. Tho Coro&ir tighter covor ong011od thirty - tort7 on_. !ightoro, &nd 
lhot clown ten. We lost oae Cor1&ir. 

On tho early &ttornoon ot 9 PobNUy, ninotoon Liberatore, eocortod by 
t ... nty Lightnings, bombod TOBSRA, RABAUL Area, IIEI'I 81\ITAIN. Rowlto wore not 
roporte<l. Ol1r booobo.rs ahot down throe and probably lolll' rooro enolll)' ticl>tors 
out of t1ttoen to twont;r-tive that attacko<l. Fo\ll' Liberat.oro rotlll'nK domll!ed • 
Ol1r t1shtor covor ong011•d ti!toon Zoroe, ahot down tivo, plllo two probabloa. 

Dllring 9 Fobroary, in tho RAB.WL Aroa, NE1'I BRITAIN, t wontr on8l:l,}' pla.'loo 
wore dutr o,-d, plus aOYen probabloa, 'No lost two !igh"hrs, 

Dllring tho ni«J>t of 9-10 Fobl'll&l')', lllOtor torpedo bo&te and an LCI gunboat 
e>a:hang..t tiro with a lara• calibor on~~q ahara battuj at li)SICA, 80\lthwo.t. 
BOOOAl!IVIU.E I SLA!ID. 0\ll' boato "ro not d-od. ~ inatallation. in thio 
aroa wore lotor bombod and oholl..t ldth llndotorminod rowlto , 

At 10•45 *•"'• 9 Fobro&l')', t-.o Vent~~ras dootro~ two and dam&ae<l two on0011 
bars" noar NISSAN ISUNO , 

On tho &ttemoon 9 FobN&ry, lollr cll.vo baabors bo:nbed onoooy warohouaoa at 
BOlliS, north BOUCAI~'VIU.E ISl.IND. On t ho •- day, a1x dive booobora attock..t 
and ocorod a hit on tho PURIATA RIVl!R IIRIOOE, aoottMat coaot ot 8000.\l?IVII.l.! 
ISUNO, and 1tr&tod a 11UC1bor of ....U "- boats at t ho -.th o! tho JABA RIVE!\ 
&nd IWIAIIAKA, central wst eoaot BOUO.t.lJIVILI.S ISLAND. 
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UNITED STATES FI..EET 
llKADQUAITIIJ 0' T ill CC»>:NAND&I I~ CIIIU 

NAVY DIJIAitTM~. WAtHI!'ICTON, D C. 

SOllnt M'D CE!m~Al, PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

l2 Fobl'llary 1944 

l>u.rirw tho night o! 9-lO Fobl'\W'y, tourtAon Liberator a dropped !orty-tM> 
tona or bcaba on 'IIOTJE. A nu:ober of !iNa ,..... atarted. 

At noon 10 Feb., nina llitcholla attacked 7iOI'JE with HVon ton. or boooba 
and ?SID co:noon. l'our planao were t:l.am&&•d by llll)((erato antiaircr&tt tiro. 

~~~~~ the night o! 9- lO Fobl'llary, ton Liberatore dropped thirt7 tone ot 
baaba on TAROA. 'l'wo largo oxploaione wro oboonod. Eneoof antiaircraft tiro 
wu li&ht , 

On tho attornooo o.! lO February, nino 111tchello dropped oix '-Dna or bombs 
and atratod TAROA. A number ot tiru wro started. One plono craahod near tho 
target area and 4DOthor ••• forced clowD on tho water. Dur~ tho da.:r, two photo 
rocOM&iaaanco planea droppecl one ton o! bolobe on TA!!OA. 

TA!!OA waa bombarded on tho 100rning ot ll l"obrua.ry (local U.) , '!he air 
!acllitioo and atorage areu ware wall covered . 'lh1o ial.&nd 1e bolllba.rclod each 
night by a dutroyer. 

S... repair• on tho t"Wlwaya at TAROA and ~iOTJE have been reported, a.ltbougll 
the clllll&&& ob,.rvocl 1o conoiderabl e , Roconna1 .. anco plonoa report t hat o!!orta 
ara being ll&do b7 tho tDellf to koop a l"Wl•ay at WOTJE in repair. 

At lt20 p.m. lO Februar,., !i!taan ancl one-halt tooe o! boal>e wre dropped 
on JALUlT, ElllOCI! anc1 K~K ISLANDS, JAWIT Atoll, by tnnt7~tbroo J.nlT 
D.mntluo din bcabero and aixtooo 11arhuka. Large tiroa wro oboorved at tho 
S1DREJ Pili!\ oil storage area. One din bcaber went clowD ton ailoa ott JJJICJ! . 
flurina tho day, two photo roconn&iaaanco pl.anota dropped 000 ton or e><plooivu 
011 JALUn'. 

Roconn&iooonce planoa on a tligllt over :l~~ encountered light a.nti­
aircratt tiro, but no other actiY1t7 wu obaorvocl. Thoao planoa stra.!od and 
atarto<l a lllllll>er o! tiro• on RONGELAP Atoll, 

Apparontl:r, a third atriko by Coronado• againot lAX! ISLAND baa been cCDplo~ 
od. Det&Ua, ~ver, at prooont are not avaU&hlo, 
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UN I TED STATES FLE ET 
HRADOUA"Tk.Jtl OP THC COMJ.,ANl)I{R 11'f Ctu~r 

NAVY I)Gf'A.MTMIL"''T, WASIIIJrrOGTO,._', D. C, 

9 a,,., ll Pobruary 1944, 

SOOT!! .ym C&HTR.!L PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

I ( 1M .w...rine PE!WI'!, at lD 1)0 p,a, , 10 FebMIAl'7 1 ecored one or t 111> to~ 
1 

1*1<> hita on an ·~ cNiMT 1SS allu wo3t norlhwut ot t!!UX. 

I At 3•00 • · • · • ll PobMIAl'71 the PERillT pooeibl7 eeorod three hits oa a 
carrier lJoO alloa northwest ot TRUK. 

Regraded Unclassified
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UN ITED STATES FL EET 
fte.A.DOUART&RS oP nut co~tMANDll:R LS" Cm.ttr 

NAVY 0£PARTJ,1E.'IT, WAJnJ .... GTOS, 0.. C. 

9 a.CI. ll February 191.4. 

s:>Uni AND CENTRAL PACII'IC (Cont 1d,) 

On 8 f'eb.ruuy, carrier borne aireratt bombed oneao;)" inatallatioM "" 
EN I1ti!1'0 K, 

During tho evening of 8 February, 19 Liberatore dropped 42 tons of bCIOibo 
on TNlOA and 15 tono on IIILlE. No o~ pl anes nre encountered, No enemy 
antiaircraft tire was encountered. ill our planee returned, 

During the night of 8-9 P'ebruary, 9 Coronados J"mbecl \'/.!Kl!i ISLAND. The 
following night, 8 Coronado• again bombed WAKE. ta wore scoredOn the air-
dror::u~ and barrack areu. Ho •MIIJ' &ircr&!t nre encountered. 

On 8 February, reconnaissance planes st rafed buildings at UJAI and UJELANG 
A'IOU.S, 

flurin& tho nights of 7 February and 8 Pebruarr, one dest royer boCibarclod 
lmJE. At noon, 9 February, tho heavr cruioor SALT LAKE CITY, bombarded 'I«JTJE. 

At 5:42 a.m., 8 February, revotlllent aroaa at LAKUNAI, RASAUL Area, NEVI 
BRITAIJI, wore bombed by 5 Avengers. A largo tiro wao started. 

On 8 February, three Airacobras atrated huto at TEOPASINO, northeast 
BOtx;AIIIVIU.E ISLOO. A largo fire waa started. 

At 1:40 a.m., 9 February, & roeonnaissanco plane attackocl throe on01117 barge• 
t on llliloe north of RASAUL, HEW BRITAIN. a .. ulto were not roportocl, 

At 2 :15 p.m., 9 P'ebru&r7, a reconnaieeanco pl ane engaged one onom7 oboorva­
tion plano 'llhieh wu cOYoring a COII't'01 25 miloe north of KJ.VIENG, HEW IRELOO. 
A nullbor of bite wro acorocl on tho ·~ pl..,., 

During tho night ot 9-10 f'obruarr, our IIIOtor torpedo boate etrafocl ·~ 
positione on nortb•at llJKA ISLAHD and northwest BOUGAINVILI.E ISLAND . 

At 2:05 a,a ,, 10 P'obru&r7, a roconnaiee.nce plane attacked a nlllllbor of 
beached •nomr bargoo on ttlo eouthoaot coast of BOtx;AINVILI.E ISLAND, Results 
wre not roportocl. 

On 10 Pebrusry, a roconnaiooanco plane forced down an e~ IU<ti.um bOmber 
on ttlo water ... at of NMJRU ISLAND and tben dutroyod it br atratin&. 

At 7:00 a.m., 10 February, an unreportocl number of dutroyera bolllbardocl 
·~ poaitiono on northeast l!OOOAINVII.LE ISLAiiD , 

Tho eubllarino TRICG!:R roportocl oinking a largo traneport and a clutroyer 
in a Tilt!! bound .,_,. eorrro,., 
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UNIT ED ST AT ES FLEET 
HE.ADQUA.ri"QS 01' TK8 CC»...MAJtDO Uf (lt;r;p 

::Avy OCPAJTMD"'', WADCI'CTO~. 0 C. 

9 •••• lD f'eb1'11.&17 191.4. 

$OOT!{ AND CENTR.\1, PAClriC (Cont 1ct.) 

1M lll&J RIVER area aouthwut ot BOUOAINVILU: ISLAIIO w&a ohell.ct by a gunboat , 

On 8 Feb~"\~&17, anaay poaitioM on SIPISAI I SLAIID, CHOISEUL BAI Area, Wire 
ehellecl b)' gunboato and. a number of hi to were acorect on an enam,y baree, in the 
1&11111 ar••· 
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UNI T ED STA T ES F LE ET 
U! AOOUAI'UIJ Or TH.I C0MMA~D:£fl IN CIUIP 

~AVY DII~Aii!Tt.IIU\'1', WAIIII,_GTO~, 0 C 

9 a.:a. 10 February 1944. 

SQ!!TH HID CE!mi.!L PJPIFIC (Coat 1d,) 

Dllrinc tho 110ming ..xi at'Wl'llOon o! 7 Fobru&r)', carrier-baaed air<:re!t 
dropped nino tons o! balba on TAROA. 1J.8bt antiair<:ra!t tiro wu encoun­
tered. li&bt ll.itcbella dropped .ts~>t tona o! bamba on l'IIDif&¥8, gun poaUiona 
..xi in tho barracb a.raa. A mabar o! tiraa wra started, Two ll.itcboll.a •ra 
li8J>U7 d-..ged by antiair<:ra!t tiro. 

Dllrinc tho night o! 7 l'obNaey, a daotro)'ar bccbardad and started a largo 
!ira in an _..mtion dwq> on TAROA. Tho following dq, TAROA wu baobardad 
with two hundred rounda o! aight-inch -.nition. A large !ira wu start.<!. 

At 9o00 a.a., 7 Febrll&r)', 16 llarhawl<a dropped sixteen tons o! bamba near 
the pier ..xi in the storage a.raa at JALUIT. EnOQ)' antiair<:.re!t !ira waa li8J>t 
..xi inaccurate. 

At l2o"S p.a. , 7 Fobrll&r)', nino ll.itcbolla dropped nina tone ot b<mbs and 
nra!ad QJ!. One ll.itchall wu UQ>tl)' d-ec! b7 •agar and inaccurate -
tiair<:ra!t !ira. 

At 10o25 a. s ., 7 f'obru4J7, 59 d.1YO balbora and 22 torpedo -boro, oacorted 
b)' 72 !icbt•re, attacked • nOQ)' installations at "rol!EIU, BABAIIL Area, NEW BRITAIN. 

/ Hi to were acored _,ng grounded ontlll)' planes, on tho NDW178 ..xi in revetment 
a.reaa. Two ~ ... bambora and tour to~clo bambora wra ali&btl)' damaced b)' anti­
aircra!t tix:J.T Our boaobora wra unauccoaatull.)' attacked b)' thirt7 to !ort7 
~ !i&btaro. Our fi&btar c.,..ar •nsa&ed abollt tort)' .,_,. !i&btoro, do!initol)' 
ohot clo1111 olono ODd probabl)' •icbt 110ro, All our planoa rotllri>Od. 

At 10 o58 a.a., 7 Fobrll&r)', 28 o! our !igbtor planea oncOWitarad 1S to 20 
z.roa .,...r RABADL, liBlr B!ti1' ADI, and d-ec! ooa • / 

( 

At )oJO a.-., 8 f'obi'WU"T, Ju. kfoagora attacked • '->' ohiJ>Ilins at RABADI., 
111!11 BRITAIN, scored a direct bit on a M1l:aa.r1ne ..xi po .. ibl7 oat on tiro an 

/ l llllidonti!t.cl waH1. j 

At loJO a.-. , 8 Fobru&J')', a recoMaiasanc• pl.,. attacked oniOl)' bargoe 
about twont)' ailoa northout o! RABAIIL, NE'6 BRITAIN. Roeulte wro unreported. 

On 7 February, two d.1vo baoboro acorod d.iroct bite on a pillbox ..xi huts 
on tho beach aouth o! '!'AVIllA IUV!lt, central wst cout o! BOOG.u:tiVILI.& ISLAN>. 

~the n1cbt o! 8-9 Fobrll&r)', our DOtor torJ*!o boat. and guD>oate 
cporat.d in colljwlction with aircraft in the rlcinit)' o! TOROICIIIA, BCXJGAINVII.a 
I.SL.UiD. ~ inatallatione at S.ILI and loiiX IIIX ISUHDS, wra atrated. Tho area 
80Uth o! loD'l't1PENA waa eholled b7 sun~>oate. Our mtor torpedo boat. wro ino!!oc­

tinl)' stra!ad b7 an ~pl.,. in TAIIR) BAY, 80uthoaet ll:lUGAINVILLE ISLOO. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
IIMUC'IUAiitrti J Coli' Till CO.t>UlMCDG:Jl Iff CtHII' 

NA\'Y DIPARTfdiP'T, WAIJ!11"CTO!f, D. C. 

9 •·•· 9 February 1944. 

!>Y1l! RiD CSNTRAL P.ICll'lC (Com'd, ) 

At Uh ~8 • ·••, 7 Pobl'\IAJ'7, a prol.i.llinary roport stat to that oev&mMn 
Liberatore hit V\JNAKAIUU atrtield, RAB.WL, placing bombo on the oouth eomral 
part ot tho rumrq and tho 110rth eontral dJ.oporoal o.roa. 'l'h,... ot our plwa 
wro ))1t by amiatroratt tiro and another- wao hit b;r a Jap fi&htor, "'-" to 
t~n f1&htoro anc:l eAX wddontitioc:l one117 plano• woro Non anc:l it is ro­
portod that ono ot tho o....;r fi&htoro wu c:l .. tro:r-c!, with oix probabloo. oa. 
ot tho Liberot<>ro ot thio nJ.ibt bc:mboc:l tho alNIS I'Wln,T, BIJU, at 10rl4 '-•• 

Durinc tho .niS)lt ot 7-6 Fobi'U01'7, aotor torpoc:lo bo&ta trOll TOROICINA, atratoc:l 
III!IIa!C ISLAII>, ott nort.hwoot HlUGAINVIU.Il:. Tbo;r aloo oholloc:l a oaa1l bou01 
Jlll&r tho ocoJlll anc:l busoo which appo&roc:l to be rocontlT beoehoc:l. Tho I!IOtor 
t<>rpoc:lo booto w ro oubjoctoc:l to a lisht -.nt ot ritlo tiro, lloor the on­
tronco ot QUmi Cl!IOLA HARalR, nort.hwoot ot WKA, tho:r otratoc:l a hunc:lrod root 
.oboonor. 

A e~aoploto roport ot the W&r potrol ot tho out.arino IIOIIFIN, otatoo thet obo 
aonk t11100 luso acb0<10>0ro at 110on, 30 January. Tho totol ......,t ot dlaoso ro­
portod b:r bor tor thio potrol 1nc:licatoo that obi ounl< 12, 63$ tono, boo~ 
claaasoc:l anc:l probabl:r eunk a ooapl&I>O c&rrior tor 17,000 tone and all.ibtl:r 
d&aloc:l on ._ dootro:vor tor 1200 tone. In on oorlior report it wao statoc:l 
that tho last tiM tho 80111'111 au tho aoopl&Jlll carrier, hor bow wu •11 down 
in tho water whilo hor ot.orn waa out. 

BOOG.JJJIVILl£ GROUMl SmJI.fiOII 
()rOO p,a,, 6 Fobi'U01'7- )rOO p.rl., 7 Fobi'U01'7) 

Patrol ocUYitioo caotinuo in the contral out ooctor ot tho TOROKIIIA RIVm 
poriaotor. It 1e roportoc:l t hat tin Japo wro ldllod in an eocOW>tar with ona 
of our patrolo. Ono ot our aon was wowxloc:l. Another ot our r oconnaieoanco 
patrol• contectoc:l an unc:lotel'lllinad nll!llbor ot tho •'*'Y in tho northeast pori­
•tor oho wro &mronchoc:l in proparoc:l pooitiona. One ot our ottieoro woo 
ldllod anc:1 a .., ~. 
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UNITED STAT E S F L E ET 
H£ADQUAJTIItS ot T ill CO~.MAN:DP. 1.. Ctuf.F 

NAVY DII:MitniiNT. WAJUI~GTOJo', D. C 

9 a.a. 9 February 1944. 

SO!JTH Nil? CENTRAL P.!Cll'IC (Coot 'd, ) 

AI. 7•00 a ••• , 9 J>obl'IIU'7, t.ho capture and occupat.l.on or tho I!Ji.UAI.XIN 
AroU. ..., coaplotecl. 

AI. ll100 a .... , 6 l'obNary, t'"' ot OW' Veotur&8, O'l'or ClRE3H ISLAIID, bombed, 
otrated and dcugod tour bar&•• oa t.ho llhoro. On tho planoo return trip, 
t.h07 clroppod a dopth char&• on SAIUlm PLAN'Ul'ION, northnot muoAINVIU.B. 

Dlirin& tho attornoon or 6 Fobruaey, !our Airacobrae etra!ed and d..,&&od 
!our barpe on PI!IIPEL ISLAND ot tho NISSAN or GRSEN ISLAND &rOIIP• Inot&lla­
tione at T ARNA!llROI PLANT.I.TI<li 1 on PINIPEL 1~ and _. nn h11tt at T ANG.I.LAN 
PL.I.NUl'ION, on NISSAN ISLRID, nro alto otrated. 

Dur1zl& 6 Ftbl'IIU'7, ei&ht Da~~ntloaa din boobora, wtdlo patrollin& tho 
'l'CJIOnH.I. RIVER port.etor, boabod pillboxu tollt.h ot t.ho JIJJA. !UVJ!R, alao brid&oo 
in t.ho IURIRICI-TAVEIIA. RIVER ooctiona. 

AI. ll1lS a.m., 6 febl'IIU'71 t.hirty~t.., llitch&ll bQilbors, oovored by thirt~ 
nino Coroa1ra, twctt~tour l!arhMkt and nino Hollcate, boabed L.UruNA.I airdr<Do, 
RABAUL. They aade a cri .. crou with their bomba at both oncla or the l'Wlll'ay 
and tho rovoto:ont and workahop aroao. F1reo wore started 1n tho t"" latter 
plao .. , ae alto a larp tiro at tho north•$t ond or tho etrip. Ei&ht llitcholle 
.. ro cl~~~~&&ocl by antiaircraft tire. Only one onoay !i&htor a&do any att""'''t t o­
attack tho bCDl>era. Thoro .. ro abo11t forty one1J17 !i&htore ovor tho field bllt 

I 
thoy did not on&&&• OW' t1gbtor cover ~~ntU • Wllllt &!tor the, wh-IIPOD thir­
teen or th• •ro obot down with !our probobloa. • incurred no louoa. 

rittooo alnutu later, a !li&ht or nil>etoen Liberatore, oecorted b)' tw .. t,.­
nino Corl&ire, ei&htoon Li&htnin&o, or:othorod tho L.IJruliA.I airt1olcl with lxmbo. 
Thr" Liberatore wore aJ..i&)ltJ.7 cl&a&od by antiaircraft tiro ancl another one 
wu lhwn up by tour on&a)' aerial bcabo. Too Z.roo att~ed to intorcopt 

I bllt ODl;f throo attaclcad and •ro probobl)' C>ot clown, Ollo ot tho Liboratoro 
o! th1o tli&ht, alto bombod 'I'OBERA. air!iolcl, RABAIJL, Ow- !i&htor coYer OD tbio 
tl1&ht ran into ton to !ittoon Z.roo and it ie reported that tho ,,_,. &howe! 
no inclination to fi&ht and oxpondod t.ho1r -..nit1oo at very lon& ranse. Tho 
Li&btninco cl&iJtod to ban llhot down thre. probtbloo. A. OIIIIIW')' o! oDOay planoo 
clutroyad on 6 Fobl'IIU'71 inclioatoo tho tollowio&• lJ cldin1tol)' clootroyecl, plu 
ton probabloo, with no louu 1n IILUI ptm.o. 

a.t-on 12•00 and 1100 p.a., 7 Fobl'IIU'71 a ILUB patrol pl- ba.bod S.&l'AlfAN 
J.SUII) 1 IOIOI ( lllJm.OCl) pooup, CAROLIH! ISL.III'DS, and clootro)'Ocl a lnmdrod dr\ae 
or ou, kUled tho ..... ot ant1aiJ'cratt sun. doaa&od tour barpo at tho pier 
and otra!ed tho bu1lcl1n&o. At ) •OS p.m. , tho •- pl- o&Dic a oailboat in tho 
aicldlo o! tho lasooa at UPD«lAIURNIOI ISLAII). 
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CCOWICH 1'11.1 q, 

1S-iT 
UNIT EO STATES F LEET 

l'AVY Dlli'A.MTXI!ln', WAIIH~GTON, 0 , C. 

4 p,,., 8 PobN&r7 1944 . .... 
~~~ SQ\!'!'11 JJID CEN'!lUL PACH'IC (Cont'd, ) 

On 6 Pobru&r)', tho air!ioldo en TR!OA ond. 'IIOTJK ,..,.. being noutralisod b7 b011b1.nc and bcabal'dmont.. Land-buod. aircraft aro SiYing liiLLi and. J.ALUIT a o:retomatic b<Dbin&, It 1o alec ,..ported that tho I'IIIIW&7 on I!NI'I.'ETOK io pi Hod with bod> crat.oro and a rocoMaioamco in41cat.oa t.hirt11n bllrnod ,,_, barl>oro 
on tho a1r!io1d., 

II At. ICJfAJALBIN, 6 Yobr\IU}', tho withdrawal o! aaaau.lt troopa 1o p~ .. •in& 1n sood. ol'dolr. Conotl'\lct.ion o! do!ona .. 1o proeooding. 

\ 
l . . 

J 

At. 8t45 a.m. , 7 February, 22 J.nq Dauntlou dive botlber e &DCI U lfarhaolce 
bOIIbod mu ArOLL, and alec otra!ed. ant1&1rcratt 1notallot.iona and tho rw>­....,.. Piro troD tho antiaircratt guna wu Magro. 11bllo the rwl01&7 at llill.S 
1o at.ill """Ublo, it abon att~to han been ..- to repair i t. 

Tho harbor at TAROA and. tho l'\lnn,yo ,..,.. 011bjoctod to bolllbing by 8 Uber.,. 
toro on 7 Fobruarr, at 10•41 a.a. No antiaircratt tiro wu reco1vod. Senral 
!iroo •r• otartod., 

At U:10 a.a., 7 February, 9 Uboratore bcabed !OTJI, d.opoaitinll their 
bollbo 1n tho rontunt aroa and on tho l'llnW&7'. One tiro ond up1oaion oc­
c\ll'rod, Thoro woo no ontiaircratt tiro. 

Tho UnUod Stotoo evlaarino BOI'IFIN, rotlll'lling tr<a a patrol in t ho oouth­
•ot Pacllic, roporto oinldDS tho !ollowitc: 

16 J..,...,.,. - 1n tho onning, oanl< a ochoooer with gun!iro 1n 1o ... r 
IIAU.SSAR STRAITS. 

17-18 Jan, - d.uri.ng tho ni&IJt, in tho lower roachoo o! IUXA.SSAR 
stRAITS, eanl< a 1arco h-lishtor and ono o! ito 10corta, 
.., Ol'O!U claoo torpedo boat, 

26 J..,...,.,. - towarclo llicllligbt, oanlc an unoocortod 1110d11a oi" tl'ligbto.r 
1n tho BAIIDA SEA. 

28 J.....:rr - <1w1.ns a d.a7 and night attack, oanlc an oneao" ouplano 
carrier 1n IIAXASS~'t STR.UTS • 
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UNITED STATES FlEET 
UIAJ)Qt!AJtTPS OP TH1 COVWA."fDIP Ul Ouu 

NAVY OIJ'AitTl!JtST, WA.ll~lSCTOfr', 0 C. 

9 a,a, 8 Februar,. 1944. 

ld.lled two Jape 111<1 100\lll<led on., on the uot.ro tide of the '1\?ROKINA perU.ter. ioooo' inatal.lat1ona, in the vicWtr of the JAB.\ Rlim 8011th and et IDI, oorth­ean li1II'RSSS AUGUSTA 81.1', are under cootinllal. tu:abu<b- b)' our ertiller,.. 
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U NIT ED STATES F LEET 
HIAOQUAitTIU OP Tll.l COloiMANDit IN Clllf.P 

'f'<AVY DIPARTMI~T. WM HI'\CTO:<.', D. C:. 

9 a.m. 8 Fobru..,.. 1944. 

SC!Jtli .AND Cl!m!\A!, P.ICil'lC (cont'd , ) 

DllriJI& 5 Fobf'\IU'T, 01:1e ot oW' reocuo planes, con.-..1 b7 a tishtar .. eort, 
roow.d a pllot trc& a Lil!l>tl11n& who hod craobed .. ot ot SUIU, on 28 J ..... ...,.. 

Soaoot.1ae dUrin& 5 Fobf'\IU'T, tour .uracobras baabed ....S otratod oouth ot 
NOVA RIVJI!, on tho oouthom on<l ot SUU ISJ..lll), near 8UU PASS.IGII, an<1 put out 
ot c.-J.uion a barp Mar tM .. at entrance ot that puoq.. 

• 9ol5 p .... , 5 Pobru&J'7, t"l"o ~ pl-• 1n two .uccoui'fo bcabiJI& rw~a, 
hit TR!AS1RY I.9I.Aml. One cuual.t7 'but no material d~~~~&&o wao r oportad, 

Du.riJI& tho night o! 5-6 Fobf'\IU'T, tho o-.y wao o'ftr 'l'OROKIIIA, l!IIPRESs 
AIJOOSTA BAI, throe cllltoront t1:oto. One ot our Ventura& on patrol 1o roport.cl 
to h&n c011tactad or.. ot tho bo:oboro which 'llbon 1ut Mon, ••• 1.n a ftrtieal dJ.ft 
'but not upl.ocU.nc. Oil tho third atteapt to ba>b, two ot tho • .....,. plonoo droppad 
bcabo oaot ot PIVA ....S near tho oaatom on<l ot tho TOROKiliA battle HCtor, lc1ll-
1nc one a&n and wouryU n& MTen • 

It io reported that Ollr dutro70r bombar~t ot CHOISI!UL BAI, on 1 Fobnaar,., 
wu ver,. otloctivo. A oiailar bolllbardllotnt on 4 Fobrv&l')', eauood a tire on 
TZIU!l1JK\J!Il!: PLANTIII'IOII, CHOISBOL BAI, CHOISBOL ISLAHD. 

An LOI gunboat tram TREASURY ISLAND, durin& tho nisbt ot ~7 Pobru"'7, bom­
barded l«)SIGA, 1n southwot BOOOUNVIIJ&. 

~joet t o &i.nor ehanceo, ticuroo on eaaualtioo .u!torad 1.n the IC'!AJAL!WI 
AIOLL operation aro 1 

0!! III1LID 0111 -.xJIIDIW Q!!! IIISSH;G II>'!¥! PRlSOKERS lillliKT D"UD 

SOOTIIDII 48 Japo 
Aft .ICI( 1tiiCE 157 712 17 US ICoreons 4650 

NORMIIUI 51 Japo 
ArrACK FORCI ~ ~ ~ ~ Xorea.na 3m Japo 

165 ICoroano 

!2006j~IV!;!II O!IOUl(l) SI!J.!At\1!! 
{)tOO p.a. , Pobruii'T - 3t00 p.a., 6 Pobruarrl 

IIIRAID liiSSIDI, DOrthwot ot TOROIDU., baa - oecqpiad b)' a BUlB patrol, 
'llboro ccmtact wu aadoo with tM •MaT• Scae ot our ocouto trca tho IIISSIOII 
ran into t n nt7 ot tbo · - a halt .Uo north ot IIP.!AlO a ldll&d oao ot th•, 
with no ca.ualtioo tor our o1do , A roeom&i.ooanco p&rt7 troa tM l64tb lntantr,., 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ht:AOOUAitTIMS Or TUt CO.MWA.!fMil t "' CltutP 

to'AV'I' DlrAitTM~"T. WASHJSCTOS. (), C. 

9 a ••• 8 February 191.4, 

soUT!I AN!? cpmtAI, PN:Irxc (cont •d.l 

Dllrins tbe n1&ht of .s-6 FebN&I')'1 1'ul< Forc:e ,50.15 () CA, 4 DD md 2 Ill), 
~ tbe ,_~ &t 1'AROA and otber air in.rt&llationo. '11'1- wu no 
m.s.nco that "*'17 air wu P!l~.at. The &nt!Urc:r&tt .I'1H troD tbe isl&Dd 
wu llcbt. llur1J,g darlcMoo, 0111 of our deotroyoro1 ot e*n& oo an ueianecl 
otation, reported that th- wu no air ac~ivitr troa tho bland. 

UIMIAI airfield, RAB.WL, wu at~acked at 10:45 a .m., on S Febru&r71 by 
1.4 Dauntl"• din booabera, 24 Annpro, )9 Corsairo, 24 Warhawko and 6 Hellcato. 
FrOII photoarapho, tho rumray ••• lett uno&I'Yicieable becau11 ot nine to eixtoen 
bull' e •7' hite. On antiaircraft poe1t1one, surrounding t ho airdrome, the 
D&untl011 din baabero- two direct and nine ettectin bite, Which illoncod 
tbeM wapone Wh1lo the bambini attack wu on. In the Yic1n1t r ot a1x aachine 
""''• two larp tiNs wre otarted, 1'1ro other hit• M t on fire thirteen INto, 
.At the no.rtbe&et end of 11.\!UPI HARIDR an uplosion and .I'1H wu ot&rted, 0111 
of our figbtero, wbich wu oYer the &i...UU., later, reported .uch black SIIOke 

c.-inc !rca a b~ lire, evide..U,. & aaeol1111 .towap et the oout.bern end of the 
.,..,, Our bombers report tb&t thor eu t..,t,. to twnt~tin •llllllir Qshtero 
u the approached tbe -tarae(1Nt Oiiii &lxo t'Uie ahowd ~ inclli.&tronrto 

' Then liahlero retired epeed117 without attockins, 0111 ot our I.Y•na•ro 
c and lin Dauntlese and throe other AYenaero "" eli&htl,. d-od. Our 
conr1na force, tor the bCDbere, re~~t_'!!!_nt.J.. ~~ !qrtr ~ro! ... re &.~~W 
&I our flJ.&b~ appeared, bu~ 01111 & fiw attacked, IDOOt or them et&ndina &way 
d01i\i""iCrobat1c otunto ol:' Jll&ld.na a aood otab ot teintina at our r1&htero. It 
1e reported that tin Zeroe •ro 4"tro7'd witb throe probabl". Our losMa 
tot&lled, 2 lfarhuka and l Coreair, 

A little later, at Ur06 a.a., thirt"n Ll.beratoro booabed lllbot&nti&ll7 
LAICUIIAI, in t he Yicinkt7 of tho ooutbeut end or tbe rw-., and di .. raal aroa, 
u &leo tbe northe&et oDd of tho I'IIIIWJ, On tbe north ehcre a larc• f iN wu 
eeen, ~War tho nter, with -.aller .1'1Ho 1n the tara•t aroa, tl»~tion wu 
attacked by 2~ Zeroo wbo appeared to be contented 1n urol)' releuins ur1el 
liai6i. 1'lro Zeroa wre deetro7'd b7 our booabera. Ei&ht of tho Liberatore were 
&li&l>tl,. ~ b7 anU&ircr&tt tiro. A COY&rin& .. cort or 19 Core&ira and 
15 Li&htninga, oncowrtored onl7 t wo to four Zeroa. 

A tall7 for air actirlt7 on 5 FobN&I')', indicateo that 7 Zeroe wore de­
etro7'4 with tour probablee, wbila OW' loa"• totalled four, 

Dur1JII the &tternooo of 5 Fobi'U&%'71 two D&untlue diYO booabero on a patrol 
troa Ta!OKDIA, EIIPR&SS JlJWSTA BAI, b<abed IWf.ut.lll and the HONGORAI lUV!8 &roll, 
eoutbo&et DIPRBSS AOOUSTA BAl. '11'11 roaulta •re not reported. 
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CO.W!NCH f'IU U NITED STA T ES FLE ET 
HIADOU/IRTt!RS OP T IH'. C.OMMA.SOE(( IS CUUiF 

NAVY I)!PART) ti!NT. WASHISCTON, D. C. 

9 a.m. 7 Fobruarr 1944. 

§OOP! N!D CEN'!RAL PN:IPIC (Cont.'d.) 

It 110\lld appear tllat tho wnolo ot tho KlfAJAL&IN ATOU, ld.th Ulo ox<:opt.ion 
ot OODPIIEY, wro in ow- po10o11ion on 5 Fobruarr. Troops are being roeabarked 
and tho <lopartw-e o! ahipo 1e procoe<lin&• It io undorstood that much aetirltr 
ie Wide~ in tho IUJURO ANCHO!UGE, but no progress report hu bean recoiYed . 

An ince~~plote report ot our poreonnol casuolti.eo to-<l&te in<licatos; Killed 
110, wounded 662, lllieeing 20. We bavo captUN<I 40 Jap"""" and 122 J(oreano. 
1ho on~ doed tot&lo 4654. Thera are 178 IIARSI!ALLES! in ow- cuato<tr. 

Taek GrouP 58.) (l CV, 2-CVL, 2 BB, 1 CA and 9 DD) , hae betted !Nnl!TOK 
during the laat !our d~a one! it io reported that ....,h damage has reoultod . 
1hio gro\lj) &leo hit UJELANG and BlKilii A1'0LLS and bombed the buildings at 
tboM plaeoo. In addition to tbie bCDbing, one o! our eo arch pl anoa oleo 
otratod tho dock and ehoro inatallationa at IJJEL.!NG on J Fobruarr. 

At 9r58 a.m., 6 February, fourteen Warbawko bit tho oouthorn on<l ot JALIJIT 
ISLAND, with bombs. Tho radio buildings wro &loo otrated. Tho result. are 
not reported. No damage was roeoived by our planes from tho medium but moderato 
accurate antiaircraft tiro. 

On 6 Februar;y, it wao reported that at 9 :42 p.m., on 4 February, titt;r-si.x 
·~ plODes rai~d 'I!IEA31JRY ISLAND. A later despatch corroct a thia ODd in­
dicates onlr toor to oi.x planoa raided tho 1elan<l. 

At lOrO? p.m. , 4 February, 110tor torpedo boats and gunboato !raa ro.'IOIOliA, 
III£PI!ESS AilGUSTA BA!, attacked lour •..-.r loaded bargoo ott IIATSUNXXI , oouth ot 
l«mJPINA POINT. One or tbe barges caught tiro one! exploded !or an hour attor 
tho tirot attack. 1ho romo<ning bargu turned trcm their oouthorl1 eourao to 
a northorl7 one and beached thom.oolv01 . Tho gunboato !ired on them and an ICI 
gunboat attempted a landing to dotel"'lino tho noturo or tho cargo carried b1 
tbo barges, but WOO prOYonted b7 a hoayY our! • On tho IDOrni.ng Of 5 l'obru&r)', 
tho rootor torpoclo boats returned one! found. tour bargoa, ot wbich two wro nearly 
eubo.er~. All ot tho bargo• wore dutroyad. 

1he submarino SCM!' roporto oinking a 10,000 tanker on 14 January, oouth 
ot the CAROLINE ISLANDS. 

/ 

BOUGID'VILLB GROUND SlTtJATIOII 

Durin& 4 Fobruar;r, our patrolo wro in contoct with tho OI10JI\11n th o out 
end. oouthoaet porimotor ot tho '!OROJaNA RI'Il!ll Area. It 1o reported throe Japo 
nro klllod, WUlo our easuolti.ea conoioted or ono orticor ..u>ded. Our ar­
tillor,. hae takon under !iro ·~ pooit.iono in tho JAVA RIVER Area, supply an:! 
-.nition <l...,a in tho 'l'EK&SSI RIVER Area, oaot a!PRESS AilGUSTJ. BA!. Tho7 &lao 
dootro70d 4 houooo out of IIAVAV! A. 
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UNITED STA T ES FLEET 
Ht.A.DQC.tAa'fUS M nrz Cc»tw.uroc:a 1 "~ emu 

!U..vr DIJ'A.WTKDT, W~. 0 ~ 

4 p,a, 6 February 1944. 

SO\!llf N/D OEmR.U. PACIFIC (Cont 1cl,) 

JlurlDg tile night ot 4-5 Fel>N&ry, a 11<1uadron ot cleatroyera bosbecl 
HN!ELJ. liiSSIOII, on 1111KJ. ISLAHD. The re.W.ta are not reported but 1t ia 
111C11catecl t.bat no rat\11'11 tir9 wu racaiftcl. Durlns tbt - ni&Jit, at 
1:45 a ,a,, tbia tore• a&llk a l arsa anaay barsa ott CREEK ISLAND. 

At. 6:00 p. 111., 5 February, nine llitcball bcaobera attacked \'l:lTJE, A8 
a reoult ot the boabiDg, columna ot ..oke were T1e1b1e tor tittaen ailee, 
Pour ot our pl-• w r a a-&s•<\ oncl one ot 0011' pareonnel recaiTed a alight 
J..n.jur,-, trca Usbt but accurate antiaircraft tire, 

A Uttle lat.r, at 6:)0 p,:o., eixt•n Ubaratora at~Jc at 1\0TJX and 
atart.d t., tiNe at t.be 1nterHot1on ot the runwq, No cuualt1ea ...,,.. 
suttared 1>7 our torcu, 

At. 5:59 p .111., 5 February, nine llitcllell Usllt bcaobera, attacked TJNI, 
TAR, GIJIBAI, OLLOT oncl !IGJ!!IIBEH ISLOOS._ 1n the IULOSLAP .UOLL, oncl 1ntenH 
but inaccurate antiaircraft tire ~cl two ot ..,. planoo, Rumraye and 
antiaircraft poa1t1ona ,.,.. claasacl on t.ba ialonclo, 

At 6:30 p.a., 5 February, tw1n Liberatore hit tbt TAJIJA run~ area. 
0.... planu raoeiftcl no daas•· 'nle antiaircraft t iro ..., •acre to none at 
all , 

IIILU: .UOU. wu hit at 5•45 P••·• oncl at 5•59 p.a., 5 February, 1>7 three 
Liberator• and ei&bt w.m-.., raepecti'raly. Tile antiaircraft tire wu ~t. 
I t 1a reporte<l t.bat t.be Wlole ialand 1a pocllaarked wit.b boa~> cratero. In the 
harbor, a l arsa trei&btar i .e ....UC. 
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UNITED ST ATE S F LEET 
Hlt\DQUART£R5 Of TH!:: C0l1MI\NDEil JN CIII8P 

NAVY DBPAJtTMB:I'>.'T. WASJUS'GTO~', D. C. 

9 a.m. 6 FebruOI')' 191,4, 

1l0\Jll! AND Cl!liTlUL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

During tho night ot 4-5 Febru&17, eighteen heavy bollbero attacked WAn 
~. All planoo returned. 

It llao been .. t:laated by the COIIIllmding C.neral. ot the 4th IIARINE 

' 

DIVISION, that out of about 2,SOO oneoo;y righting man on BOI and HAIIIIR Is­
LANDS, .!'1tt7 to MTeut;r-tin percent wre I<Wed by naval bombar*ent and 
b<:.ob1ng . All but one or t.., ot tha blockhouau wre d .. tro,..d b7 nanl gun­
tire, 

~ntl7, on 4 Fob""&17, TASK CH>UP 58.4 (l CV, 2 CVL, 2 CA, 1 CL, 8 DO), 
baabed the runwa.r and .!'uel etoroga area on 1!1111'1Ero!, Tiro grounded torpedo 
boolbero woore dutro,.d, Purther dataila are not available at tbio time • 

.l.t lltlo4 a . m. , 4 Febru&17, a recoonaiooanco plana bombed and otra.!'ed the 
... plane area at KAPIOOAIURANGI ISLOO. llo eMmJr aircraft or autiaircratt .!'ire 
wu encountered. 

During the forenoon ot 4 P'ebl'UOl')', twout;r-tin llitchalla and tliO oquadrona 
ot Liberators, cOYared b7 hinot;r-oix fightera, &truck R.I.BAIIL, NI!W BRITAIN, with­
in aixt;y ainu tee in three coordinated attacJ<.. Hit a wre ecored on runw.;roo, 
rnatmant areaa, and a Mdi\lll eMmJr bomber deatrorad on the ground. .1. DWIIber 
ot tirea wre etarted. Owing to cloude, complete ob .. nation of reeulta was 
not poooible. Upwarda ot tbirt7 OMmJ' tighter a engaged our bomb oro and tight or 
pl•••· In tho •n8Uin& ongogomonte, tour anem;y planoo wre clutro,..d and two 
o.!' our tightero are 111 .. 1ng. .I.U our boolboro returned. 

On 4 Fobl'IIA1'7, aix Dauntloao d1Y11 bombare bombed and strafed S.IRI!.!ll PU!i­
TATION, nort.lrnot cout ot BOOO.I.IliVIW ISLOO, and started tliO tires, 

At 9t42 p.m. , 4 P'ebl'IIA1'7, ti.!'tr-oix onem;y plaoao raided 'I'IIE.I.SURY ISLAI!1l. 
OUt o.!' an ootimatocl thirt7 bcabo, tho majority .!'ell into tho ntor, Soaoe d.augo 
wu cauaacl to electrical inotal.lationa. Our antiaircra.!'t battorieo claimed 
tha dutruotion o.!' one Mdi\lll bomber. 

On 4 Fobl'IIAI7, e1x Dountlo .. d1Y11 bombara bombed TOlD IIISSION, s:>vm.& IIISSIC 
and daotro,.d brid&'oo onr tho IIIB> AliD MOBI.I.I RI9ERS, oouthwot BO!Xi.I.INVna 
LSLA!ID. 

At 9•32 p.m. , 4 P'obl'U&l7, about throo to tin onllll)' plana• dropped bCIIlb• in 
t.ha PIV.I. l'O'fota.lt area, 11111'11ESS AIJGUSTA BAI, BOUGAINVILLII: ISLOO. Two bolrbo 
ooriouol;y d.a&acl one .tnngor and 1.1D>tly damaged two otharo, 

At Stl5 a.m., S 1'obru&171 • reconnaissance plane at.tacl<ed two ~ Y11ooolo 
north of R.I.BAUL, 11!\'1 IIUTADI, and poooibl7 aoored a bit. on one. 
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UNIT E D ST ATES FLEET 
ltaA..ocM.lArrul OF Tltt COlolwAMDD t"f Ourr 

/l.AVY DUAitTll£..'1. WA.Slil~t:TO'\ D C 

4 p.a . S PtbNU7 19;4. 

SO!!T!! AI!!> CEH1RAL P.IClllC {Cont'<l, ) 

On 4 Ptbi'\W'7, ?tb 1ontq D1Y1a1on coq>let~ the ctptlll'<l or IC'NAJALXDI 
ISUIID, I!URTON, SJRNE.'I' and BLJJIKENSHIP ISLANDS, Further <lotalla are not 
&Yalllblo at tb1o tiu. 

At 1D100 •·•· 4 Fobl"UU71 e13Jtt. 'larburlco b<iolbo<l and ot.rat~ IIILil!. 
Reoulto wre not. rep-• 

.U. ll1JO •·•· 4 FobNary, o1lt Vant.uru attack~ an<1 <loot.rQ18<1 a 
2,000 ton •nea:r troiaht ... at. liiiW and droppecl tour tone ot bo&bo on -
1notallat.1cno. llo an~ planoo '"" eneounter~. 'lbree Vent.uru ,...,. 
ci--a~ bJ ant.1aircratt tiro . 
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UNI T ED STA TES FL EET 
BEA.DOUAitTDS OF Til& COMUA.'C:OB I.S CIUKP' 

NAVY DIPAirTME.•,.'T. WAStii~CTO..;. 0 C. 

9 •••• ~ l'tbruar7 191,4 

39tJ'1'H !liD C8lllll4L PA£IPJC (Cogt.'ci,) 

In t.be air operat.iDna ot ) l'ebl'UAZ71 over the RABAIJL Area, NBlJ IIUTAIJf, 

thirt.een en~ !i&htera were ehot. down, plua aix probabl.,, and one gJ'OW\ded 
tniiiT plane deatroJed. Three o! our !ight.ere tailed to return, 
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COMtl'-'CII FJLR U NITED STATES FLEET 
llEADOUARTRRS OF T ill! CoMMANDIR lN CHlEfo' 

NAVY DRPARTM£NT. WASUINGTON, D. C. 

9 a,a, 5 Febl'U&r7 1944. 

SOU'l'l! JHD CBNnlAJ, PACIFIC {Coat'<l,) 

Dur1ng J Pebl'll&r7, our troope on ltWAJALEDI ISLAIID adYaneed northward 
&boo.lt e1ght hun<IM<I and ten ;rarde and b;r nisbttall reached the NOB pier on 
the northwut end ot the bland, 

At 9135 a,a, .3 Pebruar;r, a Regillallt&l Combat Team eaaberke<l in LVT'• 
l.&n<le<l on the eouthern end ot BURTON ISLAND (north ot KlfAJAL&IN ISLAND) 
atter thorough preparation b;r gunfire, which lnele<l e~ inetallatione 
lad trMe. Although no oppodtion to the landin8 wu BDcountered, enea;r 
det'enM <leYelope<l attar our troopa advanced three hundred ;rarde. B,y 6 p.-., 
0011 halt ot the hlllld wu in our poeeeedon, 

Ill STEll and Bll!ON ISLANDS {north ot KWAJ ALEill ISLAND) were occupied, 
A Jlllllber ot Jap-ee were ldlled. 

'l'ot&l caau&ltiee u ot J Februar;r in the foregoing operation• - .32 
ldlle<l, 2.39 'll>unde<l, noae mbeing, B:nem;r caau&ltiee - 1,240 ldlled, 51 
prieoaere. 

Operation& are under wa,y tor the eeisure ot ielande in the e&et chain 
ot ltWAJALEIN Atoll to include ARNOLD PASS and the net chain to include GODFREI 

A 11 ttle paet m1dn1ght on 4 Februar;r, the <leetro;yer CHARRET'l'E, in 
conjunction with the deetro,v eecort PAIR attacked and poeeibl;r aank a aub­
lll&rine e1ght;r .Uee nat b;r oorth ot JALUI'l' Atoll, 

At 1145 p.a, J Pebru&r;r, a recOilll&ieeance plane wu attacked b;r thrM 
J apanaee tighter a &bout tittem .Uee oorthwaat ot NEW HAJIOVBR, lmf IREL.lND, 
One ot the en~ planee waa <laaaged and po .. ibl;r deatroyed. the other two 
hroU ott the attack, Our plane, &lth0118h damaged, returned eatel;r. 

At 00011 J Febl'U&r7, tort;r-tov <lift boabere and tnnt;r-t.hrea torpedo 
)Uanee, eecorted b;r titt;r-ai&bt tightere, attacked TOBEIU. R4BNJL .Area, NEW 
IIU'l'ADI. Rita were .cored in the reYetlllellt area and liD Wlknown nUIIber ot 
grouDded en-.;r planee po88ibl;r clest.ro;re<l. ~ equi)D811t on the airfield 
wu etrate<l. About ten or titteen "'*"if tighter• intercepted our boa>bere, 
Our tighter cover ehot <loom H\'en e...., t1ghtere, plu tour prob&blee, three 
ot our fi&htera tailed to return, 

011 the atter110011 of J Pebl'U&r71 fitt.Mn Liberatore, eecorted b;r thirt;r­
one t1ghtera, bCIIIIbed LAmiiAI, R48NJL .Area, NEW IIU'l'AIN, A maber ot' fir .. 
ware et&rtecl, Rite were obeerred in the re....tuot area. During the b<sbing 
run, tm eniiJIIT tighter& intercepted and <18111a&ed t'll> Liberatore, the balbere 
ehot dOtlll OM Zero an<1 prob&bl;r &DOther, the !1ghter coYer engqe<l twent:r­
tin to thirt;r enea;r tighter• and of theee deetro:ye<l tin and probobl;r another. 
4ll ot our plan .. returne<l. 
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UN ITED STATES F LEET 
H&ADQl'AaTU:S W THa COi4.)CA.'fiiEI l!tf CHI:tP 

,"(AVY DltPAITl41L"'"''', W.UIUJ!tCTO!'II, D C'. 

9 a . m. 4 Febr~~&ry 1944. 

S9!m! @ CUI'RA!. P ACI PIC ( Cont 'd.) 

Dw-iftc t.hie baoobardMat, t.he deatro:rer CLAl!OII wu atrudc by t• 

...U.• caliber ah•ll• troa a ahore battery, which killed ti,.. -· wrundecl 
oae Mrioualy, and diMbled tho .,. .. ol•a atoerina aear. other c~aa~a&e waa 
watained 'llllioh Uaited the CLAl'I'ON' • apoed to ton lcDot.a. The ,..uel 1• 

proceodinc to 1'11EAS3RI ISUII). 

llllriq the z>illbt ot 2 February, al>ollt six •nMJ ...U.• baobora and 
noatpl-• inotteeti ... ly boaibod a IUabor ot oar <ltatro:rer• ... tho wwat 

ooaat ot BOUGAINVIU& ISLAND. lo. n_.,.r or near aieMe were obaerved but 

no ~· wu Ollateined. One ei'IOQT plana wu ahot. dom. 

OD 2 Yel>Nary, the d .. tro:rer IDIIo.PP picked liP OM Jop&DOM orticer, t., 
onliated MD and o.ne ciYillon -lood in a aailboat, in t.he rlcinity ot 
k\UJ .wnH Al'OLL. 
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UNITED STA TE S FLEET 
IICAOQVAJt'TEitS M n1a COMWAJ'DI.I I~ CHII!P 

NAVY DB:PARTMRNT. WASHINCTOS. 0 C. 

9 a ••• 4 Fabruu7 1944· 

§001!1 N!D C!HT!UI. PJCiliC (Cont 14, ) 

At 6 P•••, 2 FabMI&l'7, our troopa on K'KAJALI!llN I.SLAIID wre in po .. e.­
don of two-thirc11o of the ialand. '!he •~W~¥ na toreeci into the northern 
thirci of the ialand, 

Durin& tile preYioua night, the .JapaueM l.unchec1 a ~r of eounter.. 

at.tacu IIIlich wre brolotn \II> b;r artWer"T aDd naTal gwltire, Out of an 
.. timateci initial etrangt.h ot 2,000, ~ cuualtiea to-ciate IIIIOWit to 

1,250 deaci, t ort;r•thraa prieonara, Our ouualt1ea hent;r-eenn cieaci, one 

hllllllreci and ni.u.t;r wolllldeci, and. Dine a1••1n&· 

lUJUIIO at one tiM a .Japaueae Mllf>l aD& baae, but al>aodoJMCI in t..ror 
ot m.u:, h reportacl aa a t.worable location tor a naTal baM, The nat.iTea 

are .tr1and.l;r. ODe .J~ane" nanl wvrant officer baa bean taken prbo!Mir. 

KNIM10l wu eftectb el;r DWtrallaeci b;r TASK GROUP 58,) (l CV, 2 CVL, 

2 88, 1 C.l and 9 d4) . llo airboma ~ drcratt wra encountereci , l'1.ttMn 

IJ"'GDDleci MCU.• bcabere wre ci .. tro:raci and. t our fioatplaD&e on the water .roe 

deetro,..d, In addition, two Mdiwa trai&bter. anc1 four ...U naaela "'"" Ht 

on fire and beaclleci, BulldSnga are almoet coaplatel;r ruaci anc1 burnec1 out, 

At laOO a.a., 30 January, tile ciaetro:rar BJIIIIS, attar c~etin& a "- / 
.S.aaioo, ancountareci - aeclba e~ taokar, OIMI aecii• traigbter and. t110 

...Uer neeale IMI&r UJAI ATOlL and l&lllc th• all b:r sunfire, I 

'I'M o-.nd8r of the l«lRTHE2N A'l'f.ACK PORCI (CTF 5.3) 1 raporteci that 

AHral, ARCHI.IWJl, AIICHII and. ARLOO'l'CII LSLOOS were c~tureci without oppoai­

Uco, 1 ~"·'Mr"T eeti.aaa of the caaualUu, IIPJ>&raot.l:r 1n that. Taalc .Force, 

~ to - bunc1re4 1c1 1 1 ec1 and tour huDdrac1 11011Ddeci, 

At DOOG, 2 Pe'bruu7, tom' Liber atore ciroppeci •nn tone o.C bollba on 

RaiGILAP ATOLL, IU!lSHALL LSLN!DS. Hite wra acoreci on raciio 1natallat1CIIUI 

llhlcb wwa probllbl;r deetro,..ci. No ~ pla11u wra eDCO\IDtereci, Antidr­

cratt tire na •&PI' and li&bt· 

In t he attar11110n ol 2 Fabruar;r, twat.:r D-Ua•• ciin ballbara, ucorteci 

b;r t,.lTe figbtera, ciroppaci fourteen t one ot boaba on adt.idrcratt poait.iooe 

and on tba Z'UII1IIoT at KIIJ.E. No IJWQ' drcratt wra enco~~ntareci. Antidrcratt 

tire .... IIOderate. 

An ~~Dreportacl nu.bar of cleetro:rar• CCIIPleteci a acbeduleci baabar4Mat. on 

.3 FabMI&l'7, of S.IRDII PLANT.t.TION, DOrtbwaat ooaet ol BOOUAlNVILU!: ISLAM> . 

'I'M tarpt area wu wll conreci, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.ltADOUARTIU OP TilE CoM.MANDI:I 11'1 CIUIP 

NAVY DIPAITM£.~T. WASHI~CTO.~. D C. 

4 p.s, 3 l'ebrury 1944. 

SC!JT!! B!)) CEJ!l'RAL P JCU'JJ: ( Cont. 1 d , ) 

On 2 FebruiiZ')', t.he deat1'07er AliilERs:tl grounded on a coral r .. t in 
northern KIUJAI.EIN LAOOON. The Teue1 w.~t.ained conaiderable d&lll48• and 
ia be in& t.ow.d to port., 

. -
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
1-l!AOOUAJtTIItS or Tt!£ CoMMA.Iiora 1:« CMu:r 

HAVY DIJ'AitT)I~"T. WASIUSCTOS. 0 ( 

9 a.a. 3 Februar7 1944. 

SO!.J1ll AHD CEN'!'RAL P/CIFIC (Cont 1ct.) 

On l l'abru&r7, all tranaport &rld landing oratt entered IC'fAJALXIN 
LAGOON( at the nortbern (ROI-NAil\IR ISLANDS) , &rld ecuthern (K\VAJAILIN 
ISLAND) objectives. He~tralisation o! the air!ielda at WDTJE and TAROA 
waa maint&inect throu.!!bout the ctq. 

In additioc to the landins• in the southwest enct o! IC'fAJALXIN ISLAND, 
on l Pabruary,aeecondar7 l&rlding wu made on the •- cla.y at the nortbaaat 
and of the ialand. l'raa t.hia point 0\U' troops .oYacl towarcl t he northam 
and of the ialand. 

W organi..ct "*" reail tanca on ROI and NAioiUR ISLANDS wu ovarcOM at 
2100 p.m. , 2 February. 'lbe C--.nd1ng General of the 4th IURllill: OMS ION 
&a8WIIacl eoanand aahore and our ctataneu are now baing organiucl. ALTON, 
ALVIN, ANDREW and ANTHONY I.SLANDS, north PAJALKIN ATOLL, were occupiecl 
Witho~t raliatance. 
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UNITE D STA T ES F LEE T 
HEADQUARTSRS OP T I·Ut CoMMANO~R l!'f CIIII~F 

NAVY DE.PA.RTM.E.I"T, YIASHl-"CTON. 0 . C. 

4 P••• 2 Februar,r 1944. 

SOOTH BID C!!N'l'!UL PACIFl C (CAAt. 1ci.) 

.at 61S' p.m., 1 Febl'l.l&l'7, our foJ'Cea reported that all o! ROI ISLAND 
mci all, exc.pt t he northern part of NJIIIIR ISLAIID, nn cli>turacl. Lat.; 
at 8 t00 p.m., 1 Pebruar7, the;r reported all b .. ch .. ill uM mci t bat trans­
port. and landin& ehipa wan IIOOracl ineicle of the lqooa. 

At 9130 a.a,, 1 Februar;r, land.in8e c.-ncacl on the aoutlrnat end ot 
KJt4I ALJ:IM ISZ AKD. In Dine llinutee, !our waves wan aahore and hading b&t­
tallona &llY&DCacl rapiciq. For the first three bundrecl ;rarcb ao cppoa1Uon 
wu enoountered.. B,y 6100 p.m., our troop• bed ac!Yanced eastward thirteen 
bundrecl ;rarcb qaillllt ~nne, uchi.ne gun and a ...U ..,unto! 80rtar 
and artiller;r fire, .-placed in an inter-oollll8cted trench and pillbox qllt•. 
B,y 6t00 p.a,, 11,000 troopa ware aahore and a Dllllber ot medi\llll tanka ware 
larvlec!, Our advance waa hamparecl b;r larp tires, apparentl;r from prnioua 
air md surface bombardoaent. 

At XWAJALKIH ISLAND, incoaplete reports indicate that our casualties 
an llgbt. Including the cuual.tiu ot 31 Januar;r and 1 Februar,r, tbirt:r 
wre reported ldlled and tort;r 1110\lllci.cl, An elltimat.ed six hundred ot the 
--:r ware ldlleci and about !ort;r-tive prieonere, incluting twent;r-tin 
)(oreana, wn taan. 

bbing and gunt1re blew up Dille magaain .. on IIE:!OIBT ISLAND, and aenral 
lltorehouau on IERLDI ISLAND, aoutheallt It'RAJALBDI A1'0U.. !!URTON ISLA!Il, 1n 
the •- area, wu poanded !roa the oceen aida end troa ineide ot tbe laaoon. 

On the lD01"n:in& o! 1 Februar;r, three ot our delltroyeu ccap1etacl a wc­
ceaatul bcmbarQIIent o! 8JlUT poait.ione on CII>I.SSUL ISLA!Il . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
llliADQUA.H'IIt! OP nta C0MWA.~1JO I~ 0CtJ:P 

JIAVY DIPA.It11tt..,T, WA$1U~TO~. D C. 

9 a.m. 2 Pebru&r,r 1944. 

S9\ll!! Al!ll crzmw. P.ICIFIC (Cont'd,) 

.&t. 2158 p.-, , 1 Pebru&r,r, (local t.i.M), five V111t1U'u bombed and rtrated 
HAIJRIJ ISLAJC) , P'OIIZ' tono of bombo atlll'ted tireo and o;q>looiolla in tllal atoroce 
....... Ho enc;r panea •re eocountered, Two Venturu were clamac•d by in­
""" e~ &Dtiaircr&tt tire, 

.&t. l0128 a,a,, )J. Jamur;r, (Low tiae), MWntMn Liberator a, .. corted 
b;r a1lcWen Li&htninc• and tOll!' Coroairo, bcab«< TOBIRA, !WI.wL Area, Hill 
IIU'J'.&IH, A IMiber ot bib wor. ..:ored in tbe ?ioinit:r ot the ...,_ and in 
t.be rewt.nt -•· llo e-:r pl-• were ~liDtered • 

.&t. 10 1)5 a.a., ' l Jamury, an lmNpOrted m.blr ot D&wltleoo dive 'bcabero 
and ei&btelll t.orpedo bc.bero, .. oarted b;r tort;r-oix ti&htero, atter an - c­
ceaatlll .. are~~ tor -:r ebip~ in tlll IUBMJL -&, 1>oab19 TOBBIU.. Bito 
are eeored on \Ill ..-q IIIII in tlll ...... t.nt areu llbere d.x a;rounded pl-• 
wor. <Sertro;red and titt1111 ~. other -:r inllt&llotioM in t.be area wre 
cla&pd. Abol1t ten or twln - ti,zhtere intercepted our too-biro. 'It loot 
.,.. D&llntleoo and t-.o din boabeH and tour torpedo b111bero .....,. d-" b;r 
-iaircr&tt tire, The tiBbter .. cort engaced t.bout t-..t;r z.roa and ot tliiM 
obot dom eiBbt and tour pl'<lbobleo. Two ot our tiBhhro tt.iled to ret~~rn, 

.&t. 11150 a.a,, 30 J&ru10Z'71 oix llitch.Uo, .. oorted b:r tort:r-o..,.n fiBbtera, 
bombed L.WIHAI, !WI.IUL -a, IIIIW BIUT.&DI, A m.blr ot tireo wre lt.arted, 
81x llitobello w re ali&htl;r ciaagld b;r antiaircraft tire, About twnt;r-dx 
-:r !iBbtero wre attacked b;r our !iBbhra 'ltllll tal<inc ott to intercept the 
&tao 1<. Two Z.roo _.. lhot clom pluo three probobl .. , Ill loot oM Coraair, 

lA a CJ'O'Ift'l action ot .30 J~, eaat ot the TOROKINA lUVIR, o"" troop& 
deatro:rod thirt:r - pill bo2aa and l<illed eiBbt:r Jlf'•• llo loot mn.t.llll 
ldlled and twnt;r-three ........t.c~. 

A raid on ClltDif ISL.UID wu oucceootllll:r """OIIPliM>Id d\lr1Jl& the ftiD!t »­
)J. J01111_,., ODI liP ZIUI 1'""11l (otticar) and tbrle llllloted wre l<illed. lbooi!7 
cuu&ltioo wre not. reported, 

OD the aorn1nc of l P'e~, a Liberator bc.bed IW'IMC.IIIJIUIICI ISUII), 
Aatiaircr&tt tire cJ....,..s our pl&De . The reoulto ot the bombing wre DOt re­
ported, 

The oubur1no .AI'OOON reported t.be deatruotion ot a lt.rp efteliT tranaport 
or tendar and another unidontitied ohip, 

The oubur1no SIAit&S bl .. vp a 7,000 ton IMJIIT treiBbtor, lo~ wit.b 
suol1no. Dur1D& t.hil Jatrol t.be SIUI!O!ISB dootro;red tin IIIUp•, totaling 
)J. ,000 tone. 
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UNITED STATE S F L EE T 
H EADQUARTERS OF T ilE CoMMANDER I N Cttlr!P' 

NAVY D&PARTM&NT. WASIUNCTON, D, C. 

9 a.m. 2 Febru1117 1944. 

pi'lli AND CENT!UL PACifiC {Copt'd,) 

On 30 Janu.&r)', scheduled air etrllie by TA.SK GROUP 58, 2 (2 CV, 1 CVL, 
3 BB, 1 CL, 10 DO), ... "' complet-.1 agai.on ROI ISLAND, KI'IAJALBIN KI'OU. . 
Ki&hteen en~ planee ... re mot do1111 OTer the area. Twent;r-one mediiD 
baabere and tbirty aingl.e- eDgin-.1 pl.uws wre d .. tro,..ct or d~ on the 
rumrq, .A1.rdrollol fKUi.tiea, guoline storage tanke, magasinea and gun 
poaitiona were hit, .li>proximatel;r tbirty build1nga, including hangare, 
wn wreoQd, We l oat, in combat, two tiglltara and ona torpedo bomber , 
OperatiOD&l. losaes were two tl..ghtera and one torpedo bcnber , 

The aurtaee bombardment of thia area, on the nigllt o! 29 January, 
and 011 .30 Januery, waa prertoualy raport.-.1, All targets wre ... n conr-.1, 
and the 1'\IDfq wsa probably nelltraliz-.1. 

P'raa 7>45 p.-, , 30 J&n~~ary, to 2125 a.m. , 31 Janv.ery, Liberatore 
dropped t•oty-aaven tone o! bombs on 'M)TJB. N.raa ""re obaerYed throllgjl-
out the night. JCIVAJALBIN, ROI and NAWR WIIM booiled by el""n Liberatore 
tr<a 8107 p.m., 30 Januery, to 2105 a .m., 31 January. The entire bland o! 
!lfAJALBIN and !our shipa in the l&gOOQ '"'"' &blase, Fires were obserYed on 
N.QLUR and ROI ISLA!IDS. Catalinu and 14arinue haraaeed TARO.A. fl"'m 10139 p.a, , 
30 Januery, to 4100 &,Jil,, 31 Jaov.ery, Fighter planes bombed and atrated 
KII.LK !rcra 9155 a.m., 30 J.aouery, to 5140 p.m., 31 Jan\l&ry, The foregoing 
action twa are !OII:E. 

From 7130 a.m. , to 5125 p,Dl., 31 Januery, (Yoke tw), nineteen 
D&mtleu diTe bombare, wpported by !iglltere, cantin11oualy attacked .IIIUJl:, 
tbe l'lllllrqa were reported datinitel;r inoperatianel. 

On 1 Feb1'11&1'71 our troop• landed on lm'AJALBIN ISLAND, according to plan 
and on IIObedllla, The landiDga w:re aupported by atr!aoe and air bombardment 
and ahore-baaad artil.lary. No eDell)' oppoaitioo wu aocounte:recl on the beach, 
althollgh al18ht oppoaitian wu anco\llrt.erad as o11r troopa advanced • 

.at 11145 a.m. , 1 Feb1'11&1'71 auco••atlll landing a were made on NAWR and 
BOI ISLANDS, north KlfAJALBIN ATOLL. Gun!ire and air support wu wll coord­
inated and the leming• w re made aa planned. ~ reaiataoce wu ftl'7 l.igllt , 

At 4tJO ar~~, , 1 Feb1'11&1'71 the battlashipe IUSHINGTON and INDI.A.N.l, opera.­
tinc in the IUIUIULL ISUIIDS ' Ana, wre in colliaioa, Both ftllele procead-.1, 
IIDdar escort, at teo knot• to e!!ect rapaire, 

'lhe daat~r COLAIUN etNck a rea! on the north end o! KIMltiJ ISLAIIl, 
KWAJA!nN AtOLL, at 5120 a .... , 1 l'ebl'IW')'. The n ... l wu later renoated, 
Daage wu ll\lltained to the propeller• and ~ gear, 

,. 
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U N I TED ST ATE S F LE£T 
H&ADQUA1t'T£1t$ OF THI COM:WAKDCR IN ClttU 

NAvY DIPAn'WI:foo"'T. WAJHI'o'CTON. D C 

4 p ... l Pobruar7 1944 

SO!!ll! N!1! CDm\AL PACIPIC {Cont'd) 

ILARSHALL IMps I Qp!&,TION 

On 3l Jan10U7 0111' tor eea reported IUJt.IRO Atoll not occupied bf tho en• 
The deep water entrance and oncbora&• i o roaey tor ,_diate ~~ao. 

- 804-

Regraded Unclassified



..... 
c.· 

UNITED ST ATES F LEET 
HEADOUAITI'U or Till Cc»iMAKDU IN CIIUI 

NAVY DltPAJtTI\IE."M', WAtiUSGTON. D C'. 

9 a.m. 1 Fobruar.r 1944 • 

llpm NIJ) CII'J'IAL PM<RIC (Cont'd, ) 

VWSf!!,t I" ''Q'S OPIRATION 

On 31 .JaDUar7, GI!RH, NDilll, GEA, llll!ILAII!GAH and SIIUEUJ ISLANDS, 

-th IDfJ.JALIIN A!'OU., ..... ceptur~. Few cuu.altiu ..... aul!o....t. 
~ a!!ecti ... alj)port wu prortc»cc b7 plaoe and oMp bcab.....,t. 

Artillol7 wu be iDe lalldecl oa lliUliii.J I SLAHD. 

On tile •- clq,IIIIIIJIBIIIC, II!LW, II:N!ruli!NllET, ENN11BIRR, ENIIUOAIIRET 
lSLAHDS, oortb DA.J ALII:III .l'IOU., ..... teciiZ'ocl, witll .,pport o! oiUp and 

plaoe bcahar.-at • 

.Utboucb r.porta oa tllo WAKII: ISLAND air nrilao ha ... not boon r.cli-..ct, 

tho !oll.owina Cn«:PAC P"•• ... 11 ... 1o quoted !or Woraatioa: "1'wo 
oqudrono ol Coronado oaep1aoeo o! mET AIR WIIIO 'l'IIO, JU<I• a atrcna att .Ck 

011 WAD ISLAND, cl.uri.ng tho ni&ht o! 30-31 .Januar,y (• at 1<m&itucl.a data) . 
All bcaba hit 1.n or near the targoot AN& aDd. no pl.Gwo wro 1oat•. 

Cincpac h~a oree:-eo Ccr.f.tr"O'l"" .;. t.<• rcp< ... L L~e eLrike ot. t;~k< ~t tll• 

eaa·liest posoitJ.e ti.oue . 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HIA.DOUAt'TERS OF Till CO\UCA!ro"'DU ltf OltU 

t.AVY IJ&FAifTWQo,., WAIIII~. 0 C 

9 a.a. 1 PebNU7 1944. 

SOtrJH N!D CE.NTRAL PI!ClllC (Cont.'4,) 

KAR£1ULL I$1 UIH§ OPpATICf 

41r &~t&Cka &&&ina~ wor.m, TABOA, 1101 and I!NiliE'IOK ISL.UIDS, were ud.a 
b7 TAS Palf2 S8 (7 r:'l, 6 CVL, 8 88, .3 C.t,, .3 CL, .36 DO) , accoro:lin& ~o pl&D, 
All attack• ....., reported ~ .. ccuatul, 

On tho night ot 29 J&nu&17, IIOI ISLAND wu intenlittant.ly baol>ar<led b7 
...,. 1111, two Ill, an<l <lll .30 JanU1117, by .3 1111 111<1 S DD. o.,trw:tion ot eniiQ' 
inat&llaticma .,. ...,...., ~ oppoai t.t- waa w ok, On .30 J&m1U71 n:._ 
JALKIJI I5LAJI) wu -~by bet.t.lubipa . 

lJOrJI and T.IIIOA wre ~d by cruioera on 29 J lllU1117 and .30 J &nu&17, 
~eaor<Unc to plaD, Altbouab caaq>l.ete reporh are no~ on h&Dd, tbi a boab&rd.­_,t 1a ball.-..cl to b&ve been ettactin. 

0o .)0 J&mlU7, tbe Deatroyer llJRIIS 11\&&&ed !our IDIOI;)' YISMll Dill' OJAI 
.UOLL, ~ t17in& to , .. .,. troa n:.UAIXIII ATOU.. !'llo of t.b& ,.....,. 
ft l llla wr. "" tire alld atopped, 

- 802-

Regraded Unclassified



UN I TED ST A T ES FLEET 
tl&ADOUAIITIItl OF Tifl CO.MWANnBit 1"1 CHtltf 

NAVY OI!I)ART~tEN'r, WA$1HP.:CTO:", n C. 

4 p.a. 31 JUI\lll'y 1944. 

S>!1Tii AH!) CIII'!!UL PACIPIC (Coat. 1d, ) 

.Uthwah reporto are .tl' .... nt.U7, oporat.i011o ~;~ainot. the IIARSII ALL 

ISLANDS are P1'00•edins aooordJ.n& t.o plan, 

A.a ~ocl on 29 JII1J>l&rf earrior-l>uocl airoratt. of TASIC GIIOOP S8.1 

(2 CY • 1 CYL, .3 81, 1 CL, 9 DDt .t.n1c1< TAROA, ILWlKLAP .UOLL. On the fir at. 

ot.rib, foiU' --.r fi&bt.ero, OTor t.ho t.arpt area, •ro obot. doom. Tbero­

attor, 110 Or>cT pl-• intoreoptocl. t'hirt,.....un. ~ o._,-~· wro 
ropoat.cll7 ot.ratocl, 1114 pbot.osrapbo in41oat.o that. Iicht. wro clotinitol;r c1 .... 

lt.l'07ocl anc1 that probob)J t-..o-thirdo of tho balU>eo are not in operatin& con­

dition. Pbot.Girapho f\ll'tMr lllow a 1arp oxploaion in t.ho ....Ut.ion ot.orap 

area. TIIO a~;~aaiDoo Uld two 1\lol c1...,o wro deot.re:r-d. WI loot oix tiglrkro 

and toW' t.orpoclo bcabero. Ono fi&htor pUot. and one torpec!D boabor crew wre 

rooonrod. A IL1t.cMll bo.tabor in the area .,.... inadnrtontl;r ohot c101t11 b7 ou.r 
filhtoro at 81111Mt. .ul but OM ot tho crow wre rooou.cl. 

'lh• oehodu.locl batt.1uh1p boeb.....,.nt of T.IROA, on 29 JII1J>l&rf1 probobl;r 

liT TASK Olll't SS.l.3 (3 BB) • wao coaplot.od, Rellllto wro not roportocl, 

Dw'in& tho 111cht. of 29-:lO JanTJAr'1, T.IROA ISUII> Uld WTJE UILAII> wre 
boabarcllocl b;r clootrolW• attochocl to tho 1111mULIZAfiON G!IOOP (Taok Croup so.1s, 
.3 CA, 4 00 Uld 2 I*). Tho booabarciMnt. no reportocl otfoct.i'tl. OW' ohipo w.o­

t.aiJiocl 110 c.-lt.ioa, 'lho tollow.l.n& clq, TARO.l ISLAND .,.... t.aloon W>cler boabarct­

•nt. liT two boa'17 crul.nro Uld WTJI UILAII> by oae hoaYT crul.aor at.taohocl to 

tho •- T ASIC G800P. 

011 )0 Joaur;r, Ulo PIU SIPI'ORT GROUP of tho 30IIT!!IIRII ATTACK P08CI ( Talk 

fl 1 f. 1 (lE:IIP 52,8, 4 088, .3 C.l, 10 DD, l2 I.CI(L)) 1 COIIPlotocl a acbodulocl bc.bardollnt 

JoVII '( • t .llf!l 'I -.it.h oxcollont. rellllt.o. 'lho air ot.rip wu tlloroushl:r conrocl. 

oxplo81ono ancl -roua ..U tiroo wro ob .. l'Yocl. El-.;r cooot.al gwoa 
repliocl, but. 11111'1 IUb.-quont.)J oUencocl wit.hOIIt. clalu&e to 0111' ohipa. 'lhreo 

...U CU'IO na .. la in tile l&IOOD, two ot ...Ucb wre pl'fti<Nal:r d-..pcl by a• 
abolla, wro taken UDder tiro, but. rellllto baY• not boon report.ocl , Jlo •'-T 

pl-• •ro o~tocl. 

DllriJI& tho IDOI'Dinl ot .30 JUN.U'7, crul. .. ro Uld cloot.ro:roro, att.aohocl to tho 
Dtiii!M SVPPalT CRlUP ot tbo IKlR1BI'lUI .lTT.ICJt POIICI (Talk Grolq> 53,5, .3 88, 2 CA 

3 CL, 9 DD) • b oallor<locl ~JI ISL.lll). 'lhe airtiold wao coq>lotol;r neut.rolioocl 

...S 111117 tiro a ot.art.ocl. 'lhe Doot.ro;rer W"P'J'N 1 oporot.in& u a aocCIIIclar;r 

ticbt•r director, .,.... ot.ruck by o oboro b&tor:r, Throe otticoro, incluclin& tho 

c-ci1JI& otticor, ancl t.hroo ollliot.ocl aon wro ld.llocl. li&ht. wro .. ri.,...)J 

.. lllldocl. 

!ho ...t.ariJII SAIGISI reportocl •inlc1n& a 7 ,SOO too ~tor. ODcl tho 

.w.an .. niR&3ID roportocl oinldng t.breo treicht.ora Uld OM oUor, tot.alin& 

2,,000 tone Uld dwopna UIOt.bor oUor tor 101000 tone, 
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U NITED ST /\ T ES FL EET 
H!.AOQUARTF.:It5 OV T ilE COMMANDER I~ CHIU:F 

.NAYY DRPARUtRNT. WASJUN"GTOS, D. C. 

9 a.m • .31 JonU&1'7 1944. 

SOOT!! NIP CE!i'!l!AI. P.!CIFIC (Cont 1d,) 

reported obaorrln& a large u:ploaion and blaek omoke tour mileo northwot 
ot Ollll.l ISLAND, ott aouthnot BOOOAIIiVII.LK ISLAND, indicating that an en-.J' 
nooel. 11q h.-no boon •rio<lal;r dom&ged or 8unk b;r ono ot our Jainea in that -·· 

At 11:15 a.m. , .30 January, tnnt:r-aix llitchella, coTored by !ort.:r-,..,.n 
ti&btoro, bolabed LAialll.li, R.lBAIJL Area, liSII BRIT.l!N, A Jllllll>er ot !ireo ..... 
at&rted, lneD!;r ant1aircratt tire aU&nt17 d&m&pd a1.x ot our oombera, .lttor 
the homM ng, our !i&htero ong-cod aba.t t-.nt;y-oix ene1111 t1ghtero, obot d""" 
two and probably three more, l'1e loot one Corsair, 

Dllring the night of .30 JanU&1'71 o:l&hteen Uberatora, eacorted by titte .. 
Li&l>tllingo &Del tin Coroaiu, otruck VUJI.lKAII.W, RABAIIL Area, NEW IIIIT.liii. 
Rita wre ocored 1n the Ticinity ot the l'Un"-7 and 1n the reYotment area, 
where tin sr<>unded ...u_._ baoboro wre probablY ~d. lloderate to intense 
antiaircratt tiro ali&btly <llmA&ed oix Liberatore, P'our airlx>rna one~J;Y tightera 
wre obaened but onl;y one preoeed an attack, 

.lt 6:1; P•"'•• .30 J&n\1&1'71 eighteen torpedo planes and sixteen dive bombers, 
eocort.od by titt;y tightoro, otter an uneucceootul ooorch tor an on..y aircraft 
carrier in RABAIJL, IIE1I IIIITADI, attackod &Del sank one n--:l&ht.or, oet on tiro 
one deotro;ror &Del one Mdi._ n--:l&htor, 'lhirt.y "'-T f:l&htero intercepted and 
ot these twnty-one wore ohot down, plus three probableo. W. loot two Coroaira 
and one Annger, 

Dur1ng .30 Jan\1&1'7, twnt:r-three onea.y pl-• wre cleotroyed, pluo a1x 
probableo. !'iTo wre d&m-ced Cll tho ground. 'Ill loot one torpedo booobar &Del 
three !:l&htero. 

-BOO-

Regraded Unclassified



UN ITED STATES FL EET 
H&ADQUARTCRI CW Tl ll!l COMIIIMHlt.lt I~ CIIU!P 

/4AVV l>lrARTMK~T, WA!HJ:-<CTO~. D, (", 

9 a .m. )1 JanU&r7 1944. 

!!lOTI! A!!D Cl!mW. PAI(IFIC (Cont.'cl, ) 

At 2100 p.m., )0 J-.vy, •i.&:hWen clin bcab.ro ancl ~-..1 ... W&l'halll<a 
~ &D4 o~ratocl IIIIIDJ, lleaau ant.1&1rcratt. tire claa&ecl one ell YO bo.bc'. 

At 4100 p.a., JO J~, n1oo llitcbello a~tackod TAll, GIJIBlA ancl 
Oll.Of ISLANDS, 1n V!IOIUP .UOU.. A ....tier ot tiobiJ>a boah ....,.. etratecl. 
lo en-.;, plane• were aoccunt.ered. Tloo ot our pl.&Ma euet.aineclllgbt. dlld&8 
b7 anti&iroratt. tire. 

Kina lliteholl bomber• attaclced an.,- abipp:l.n& &lid llhore inotallotiono 
at QJ!i, on t.ha late afternoon ot )0 JUU1'7, A lars• tire wu otartecl anc1 a 
125 toot '""eel wu amk. llo eQIOIO' pl ane• wre encounterecl. Reporta indicate 

\\\
~~ IMI.baro ...r. ~ntl7 attockie1b7 a IUibar of llallcato aDd o.,. 

r wu obot dom, one crallhecl lanclecl at TA!UirA ancl -ral 110ra ....,. 

• 

Tbroucbout tM JliDlt ot )0-)1 J&DU&r7, LiMratoro, V..,tlll'U aDd Catalinao, 
atiacloociiiOI, Kli.UALEDI, a:lTJI, IIII.U, TAIIOA &D4 JAUIIT, dSIIALL ~. A 
mld>er of larp tir .. wra otartecl. All our plana• returnee!, 

~ 9130 a.a., 28 JAD11U'71 aishtaen torpedo ~r• mel tort7-two ell.,. 
boearo, ooYerecl b7 fitt7 fiil\ten, bolobed 'l'OIIERA, RABAIIL Area, lii!WII!ITAIN. 
Lars• tireo were otartecl wbich claotrored twnty to tbirt7 srCIWIIi•d .._. 
p~o. Probobl7 an additional ten or tittMn wra daapcl . Kite WIOta ecoracl 
on &o>tiaireratt. pooitiona. S.Ten ot our di.,. bcaMro and t oW' torpedo bcaMro 
w re claapcl b7 ant1&1rcratt. tire. O.t ot twnt7 to thirt7 airborne ... 117 
fi&btero only teo attacl<ed. Tba bcabaro ohot dO* two eQIOIO' fisbtore llld 
J)l'<>1>&blr ti ... 110re, o..r t~t.ero enaapd ....-.at7 Z.roo anc1 of tb .. • ohot dom 
t•nt7 ... 1811t, plua eeTeD probableo. .. loot tin 1.1.81>tn:l.n&• but the pilots ot 
t.wo wre r•eonNd. 

Dllrinl tM IIDrnins ot 28 J&DU&r7, two Venturu b..abecl &lid otratecl TALI!\'000 
POI!Ir, eouthwot central CIIOISIIIL LSl.AND. Reeulta were unobHrTed, At &beNt 
tbe - t,_, lli.neen Airacobru otrated en1117 inotal.lation. 1n the SIICJ!TLAND 
Area. 

At 7115 p ,m., 28 J......,., twntr-tbrae IUt.ehelle, eecortecl b7 twelft 
tiihtninlo1 bcabecl aDd etratecl TOIIEIU, RAII.WL Area. Kite wre eoorecl on tM 
NllllaT aDd 80118 re.,.t.unto. A ....tier ot tireo •re a~ar~ecl mcl oix btallc!J.n&• 
wre Ht on tire. an. srollllded eDIOIO' plane wu daot..,..s . ..,..,. ont1&1rcratt 
tire oho~ ciCND oao llitc"-U. No- planeo wr. ODCowrt.erecl. 

Dur1.JI& the IIOrnins, 28 J......,., a racoana1.o&aDCe plane oboU"ncc a larp 
~ tra~ter or ~r.,eport co tire, elq)locla aDd clioappea.r titt7 all•• e""th 
ot JCAVIII.NJ, Nl'lf DIIL.IIID. Mother racoanaio&aDCe pl- ocorecl two cl1rect hih 
ancl oot 011 tiro a daotl'o7ar or licht GruiHr. .&nothar raconnai .. ance pl-
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UN I TED ST ATES FLEET 
lttADQUAa'T'lU W THI CCN4W:A.'''I'DU lS 0ttU 

SAVT DCPAn'MD"'T. WAIIU~CTO.\. 0 C 

4 p,a . 30 JlllWII7 1944. 

9QUTH N!J? cpmut. PJCiliQ (Copt 1c1, ) 

INrilll t.be ni&bt of 28-29 JtrJIU/IZ"T, about three en~ boaben dnJpped a 
....,... of boabe 1Dto the 'lt'&tlr , 1.n the 'liel.nitT of T<IIOIDIA. IIIPRB3S .IU:UST.l 
BAI Aha, BOO:I.liiiVILU 13L.UO. 

At. 7t00 a,a,, 29 JOINII'71 ho Venturu Uld thJ"M .ur.cobru athe!CIId the 
bi- area at tbl Jlli.JIIl!VLI RIVI!R, ClllUIIIJL BAr, CllliSIIIll. ISLAM>, 

Dlar1ag the Di&bt of 29-30 J~, Liberatore clropped boabe Oil IIOI, 
DJJ&IIII, m!JI 8D4 JIUII'I, OM patrol booobe.r boiiW floi!OA, v aum IP UOlL. 

Jo aatiair<oraft .t1.N wu ~. lo -oo- pl.Mie J.nteroepted. 0... 

Liberator f.u.cl to .retiii'D. 

1ft. lt43 p,a,, 29 JllJWII71 three riCOIIIIaiU&nee plOMe cl.ropped h o tOlll Of 
boaba on fMIOA, Mllrct !p UOlL. fen elliiiiT ti&l>te.r pl&nle illt&retiJ)ted an4 of 
u.. .. ,., ..,.. 8bDt ~. 011e probM>lT clotltro7M llld t .. ~. r.. of our 

pl.Mie retGnlllcl ~. 

'%be lllla&riM PCIIPCII, operatille in t.be C"l CPS SU Aha, clotrtro,9CI t• 

e111111111 b7 cunfi.re , 
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U N I TED ST A TES P LE ET 
HI:.UIQtlAni:U 0# TK& O»lMA.''tJD I"' OUI.P 

NAVV Da'AaTWE:."T. WA!'lO'V!O"'. D C 

9 a,a, )0 J-WT 1944. 

SO\IU! .IIID CEI!1RAL PACJltQ (Coot'd,) 

011 28 J&DilaJ7, .., Wlla>own Dlllb.r ot "comaiuoneo pl-• otrated t., 
...u IIUpo aDd u.r.. ·- noat planu ... the water. near IIIIliiiTO!, 
C.IIIOLDIB ISUliDS. ,.., ot three Mdia eile t"i&htere wre •t on tire b7 
theM pl-•, 120 ail eo oOilth b7 wet or IIIIlSTOIC, aDd e&Dk a ....U treig)lter 
near UTIRU ATOlL, IIAJISIULL ISUliDS. 

At 1143 p.e., 29 JaDilaJ71 an wreported l>\lllber or 0111' rocomaiuance pl-• bcleed T .1110.1., IULOILAP .m>LL. After t he bcmbl.na attock about eigj>t 
or ton - ~ere eQ&~ ...,. pl.Meo, thirt.7 ailu trca T.IIIOA. .1. .....,_ 
Ilia& ~ c~inued tor obollt oao b\llldred aileo. Two eMaT p:t-o 
wre doofiDi~ obot clom, 01101 probabl7 aDd two ..,.. ct.aced· ODe llberator 
re\unled \>odlJ' ~eel aDd &ol)tl>er wotained UD>t ~e. 

At )100 p,a,, 29 J&nUrT, ....., llitcl>e:U.. attocbd Tll!OA, II.I.LOELJ.P .UOLL. 
Kl.e'Nn crolllldoocl - p~o _,.. ct.aced· Kite .,.. ocored on ban&ar• ext 
other &r<nllld i.Dotal1at1one. .1. 100 toot 'NOMl wu Mt on tire. Six ·­
tigjltaro intercepted ext or the• one wu d&apd. 1'io loot ... llitchAU and 
t ..... tlli'Ded dJ.qed. 

I\ .l.n inc>CIIj)].ato report i.DdJ.cat .. that on 29 JanllaJ7, llmJ'I wu llndoor cl"'liaar 
baabarcaent and bcabin& attack b7 carrier bued aircraft, llallllh "" ra­
portod u excellent.. l'llrther i.Dtonoation io cot uailable at thio ti.!lle. 

The tollowin& c.-.aniqu., rele....S b7 CINCPAC at l1)0 a,a., )0 JOllUIIr"f, 

I (OOT) 1 ill qllOted tor intonutic•u "P.cn'IC PIDT C.I.IIRIJI:II TASK FO!lCES b&Ta 
aade attacka cc. IUR.SIIW. ISL.Uil bulla t.cdq, 1.ncllldin& TAIO.I., WJ'I'JI, ext 
D.W~.• 

<1-l..v 
!1111 wlaar1De Mll:liml ...... - larp ODd .... ...u .. aiM tonbr and 

ct.aced a ...U~a 811111 trei&btar. .In · - patrol boat wu ..w< - ODO 
prieoclar ta•n. c... A- ' 

The nNB.ICI • ....., a lara• t-r cc. 2 J~. 

-m-
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COWIHCU P:IU UNITED STAT ES FL EET 

IIIAOOUARTJ:U OP U IB CO.t.IW.UU>Il& IN ClttiP 
NAVY D!P'ARTMP.NT, WAIIUHm'O~, 0 C ~,.,.·-.. ·~· 

r,V' ". ~~CIIT 
0 .. ~ 

/Iff 

9 .... 29 J~~~~UNT 1944. 

IOWH All! G!"'tl· PMiillC (CR•ct. ) 

~ 4tOO a.a. 28 J-.zy, a reo Mhaanco plMM u~e<l .., - c01n'o7 
ot t.waln ob1pe t-7 alleo oout.lo ot DIAIJL I.SL.IIIl), oort.ln: .. t ·- ot -
Dgt •10. T'tlo lh1pa ...,.. oot OD !in. Oar pl- ... hrMCI clouce<1• 

011 the .......as ot 27 J-...,, o1x llitcbollo dropped tin tou ot boolbo 
oa IAIDIU I.SUIID, Jloeulh ...,.. not. obM......t. llo OfteiO' pl.moo ..... onco1111tered • 
.lnt.iaircrafi tin wu ~t ODd iuccurate. 

On t.ho .... 1,. ~\ of 27 JIIZN&l'7, """"" Liberatore clroppe<l t went,....,.,. 
to... of -· OD tho cant- ..... ot t.IIIOA, IULOIL.&P ••U. Four tiroo 
-. otart.od. Ia ...,. plMMe...,.. ..,.o1111tore<1. 111-.;r ...tiaUcrafi t in .... .,... 

Dar1D& t.1eo oarl;r ....-.... ot 27 J •Ul'7• t..at,....t.l>reo #w;f Dlllultleoo din 
~. ODd t.c Al.raeobru dropped t- toea ot b..a.. ou - ~ 
UODa at m.LE, IIJII~UU. ISL.UIDS. llo .,_, plaooo ware ccoomtcre<l, ODo 
din b..u.r wu eliot do-. b7 ODtiaUcrafi tin- o1x rotUl'DOCd ~. 

0... tlw - att.nooa, o1x t oco ot -· ,.. ... clroppe<l 011 -.n'JJ: b;r !Uno 
llitoMllo, Larp fino ...,.. otarte<l. No - p1-• ,..... C>CWJ~t.-. 
Iat- ODd ocC'Ol'ato &Dtiaircrafi tiro obot <1o1m one of OUI' booaboro­
ciMolce<l two, 

0... 27 J/111/UNT, OIU' aircraft (t1J>O - .....,... lllll'oporte<l) dropped. 3,~ 
pouD4e of t>c.be CD lk1fJI, yeasut t m AMDS. »o ....,.. 1Jit.e~ept.Tc.D WU •• 
cowstorod. JoaUairorafi tin wu li&bt uo4 iucCNrato. 

Regraded Unclassified



-

II 

UNITED STA T ES FLEET 
. IEAD0UARTF.2S O.tr T IH! C0).HoiANDI1:R IN CIIIRP 

t.'AVV Otti'ARTli!Nl', WA!IU~GTO~. D. C', 

9 a.a. 29 JU~~Jar7 1944. 

pmi 6HD CEM11UL PJClliC (Copt td, ) 

Dlll'1ll& tbo 111aht ot 25-26 JU~~Jar7, a r.oC>Niaiooaaco plA~M att&OD<I ..., 
oooort.ed •Oim>T ot teD &A'"If obj,po tbirt.7 .Uoo DD1'tll DOrthout ot V.VII!Hl, 
ll!lr IIIBI.AliD. ODe bit wu ocor.d on ..., oacorUnc SUDI>oat md ..,. on tho ot.om 
ot a dootro;rtll". 

At 9r0~ a.a, 26 .r_,...,, Dillot...., llitcllollo, ooeort.od 'bT fitt,...tw 
Coroairo ....t t-.J.n • .......,.,, attacl<od L.Uilli.U:, lUB.WL Area, IIBJ1 IIUT.II!I. 
Bite WOJ'o aeor.d and !iroo ot.art.od 1Jl tho rlcin1t7 ot tbo ~ and 1Jl tho 
~ ...... / About tbirt.7 or r-,. en"'Q' !isbt.on 1JlottoctbJ17..1Dt..ol'-
~ aloo droppocl a IIDIMr ot pboopborolao '-be. 0.........,. !~tor wu 
probabJ.T cot dGm> 'bT 011r -on. OW" !~or .,., ... qqod tho OD'"If ti&bt­
oro, obot ~ twet.z:~ ..,.,_ l'!:..~..lt!!..JI!IV• W. loot o1x tl.&bt.oro, 
bolt two poto -..ro roo ~ Rd. lliUail'el"alt .f1l"o ali&btlT ~od tiYo llitcbel.lo 

.l.t l2r20 p.a. 26 Jan1&&1"7, tbirt;r-aino din boabel'o ..,.,_ N'rllltMil tol")>odo 
bo.bozoo, oocol"tod 'bT ~;r-.J.aht ~toro, attacked L4K1Jli.U:, JWWlL .ll"oa, liBll 
IIUT.II!I. A llllllbol" ot tiroo ......, otart.od. ocorod Qll a !l"o:Y!!tol" 
ott LAI!!!IAL Ono dive boU«<" wu .not tiro. 0111" ti&btor -c.,.,... qqod clom tn~, ..,.,_ 
probal>l7 •18ht qq-nt ~ .,_,. un-

lflf _. .. atuJ.lT dropped !0111" &OJ'iol ~·· -- ~ 
Ow-in& tho lligbt ot 26-27 Jan~, a Catal1Jlo bo.bod ..,.,_ otl"ated P1JIU.u'A 

..,.,_ ILAIUG.\1' A. ooortlrnst BOUQAIIIVIILI ISUNO. Ono tiro wu otart.od, 

.l.t 4r30 a.a, 27 J~ZaJ.~Z7, two ......, planoo dropped MYOil boolbo 011 0111" 
poo1tiala at TCI!OICIIIA. IJIIHU:sl AOOUST.l B.li Area, BOOO.U:NVILLI ISLAND, 0.. 
- .... i.lljurod • 

.1.t llr46 a.s. 27 .r_,...,, 0110 llitohell ot.art.ed a t1ro at ll.lLIA. VILLAGE, 
SII<J!TLAIID .ll"o&, and oicht .liracob!'u otl"atod tho l«lTUU''N.l - GAZKUI .ll"oa, 
I!MI'II!SS .lliOUST BAI, BOUQ.IIJIVILU ISL.IIID. 

At lr37 p.a. 27 J~ZaJ.~Z7, two ~ ot L1bOJ'atoro, orrcOI"ted 'bT t1lt.r­
oix tipt.ore, ~ tho ov;pplJ collContl"at1on ar.a at llt1LI'IIUR CRIIU, IUB.WX., 
11!11 IIUT .IIJI, .Uthouclr bot'""" •!!"' to t!W't.Y '!!F1 !1&hten WOJ'O &1rbo,.,., 
tbq did DOt attaok, Fin L1bel"&t.crl Ntlll"llod d&agod b7 ant.1&1rcratt tiro. 

On 27 .r_.,, Oll'"lf 1Aot.allat1ono on IIIJit4 ISLAND wore etl"atod b7 tin 
.liracob!'u and bo.bod 'bT 0110 L1bOJ'at.OI", ODe L1bel"atOI" bc:Dhoc:l EAST CAPJI:, RKII 
IIIELa!D. 
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UNI TED STATES FLEET 
lfiAOOt!AATU:S 011 TKI CQ)UIAKDr:lt I"" 0UU' 

triAY'Y DII"AI"nU:•T. WAIHJ~, 0 C 

9 a.a. 28 Jonutr7 1944. 

pl1'H M!J) Cpl!,Y. PJCiliC (Cont•d, ) 

OD 25 J~DJJN:7, a reoOIIIUi .. mca plma pro'babl7 ow a llldl.- t.Uiker 
lllll o .. ot two oeccrta -Dt.7 ailu - acutbout ot llllB'!Ol, .II.IIISIIAU. 
ISL.UIDS. 

~ 9r30 a,a., 26 J1Z111.ar7, llariDe n(JITDIG 3QUADIION POOR T'IIIINTf-TIIJ (z ' I 
dapart.e4 TA!Wf.l, Gil.III!2IT m O!D'J, 1D r o,....UOD, tor P'UN.I.PIITI, .BLLlCI 
ISLIIIDS, Yia IIADI4. 0..0 pl.- arrincl at P'UNUUTI, anotller landed at 
IIIIlTAO, ltLLICI IaLAIIDS. 4 ....,bar or pUoh paraobllta<l 1n tho rlcWt.7 ot 
!lUI, ltLLICI I8L.AII).S, attar tbtir au OI.II'Pl7 """ lllllaiLit.ad. Tho r .a!Ddor 
ot t'- planea are al.JioiDg. Pl-• &D<I <llat.ro;,.ra are MarohiD&. rurt.A?.r 
dat.aila are aot. &Yail&bla at. t.IUa t.l.M . -f ('. , ("' 11'{~>1 • 'l fr • . i ' " I 

.Uilloqll tba ,_..... ot planee partieipaUnc in tho tl1&bt. ia not. 
.......,, t.-7-fOW' Corltira are att.,..ad t.o t'-~. 

0D tba att.arDOGD ot 26 J_...,, .W.. ltUcbella att.Mkad TAIIOA, 
wnca " mu.. .,., _.. clrq>pacl ..., at.oraca bQUd< oa• and air<~.­
tacillUoa. Larp tiraa _.. at.ert.a4. ,_7 ....., planea int.areapt«< . 
Sb: ot t.boM ..... eliot -and tift .. ,...,.... <llat.ro;,.d -.boo t.olcb& ott • 
.liDotllolr aa problbl:r daatro)oe4 . 

Upoll rotu-at, 0111' toroaa ...,... poar.....S b7 ....., !1fjltara t or t1tt7 
a1laa ........ t'-7 WN ..t. b7 twlYO l&rb&llb, oparatiDg tr• IUKII ISL.IID. 
rov z.roa ...... abot do• plua- t.orpado plma. n ... -0 .... problbl7 
abot clo'M1. All 0111' pl.-• rotlll'l*l. 

~ 2r:20 P•••• 27 JUU~rT, (KA!ISIIAU ISL.AII) U..) , Dine llitoballa 
dropped .... " t.Ofta or bcaba Oft IIIIIlJ &D<I boabar<ll4 tba area wit.b ?S a1lli­
-.r cuntin, a..w.ta wro UDObMrncl. lAtOMO antiairoratt ti:ro"""­
o-aN<t, but all 0111' pl-• ratun>ed, altbouch ao.a ....t.ainod ~ "-ace· 

-.,., -
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m.a U N I TED STATES FLEET 

SE
~~ H&ADQUAaTIU or Tf!:l. COWW.A..•iDU l "f 0UIP 

~' liAVY" DDAa't'lriE.''T. WASH.I~'· 0 C 

s ~"'j t 4 p.a. 'r7 J&II\W')' 1944. 

ofti ll!llH AH[) C!2!TRA.L PACIFIC (Ptfttde) 

Prior to 1100n 25 JaniW')', t .... t,....tlll' .. Daunt leu <liYo boe•• and 
twalYo Airaoobraa dl"oppelt !ourto., tone o! boalbo on lllu.&. P'ov tiNe 
and uploli<>u _.. obeG'nll. Ko OMIV airoratt -• onoollllt•l<t. lat.,..• &1&1&ircratt tiro ol~ dua&oll tov ot tM <liYO ~~. 

O....in& tho atteoMoD ot 25 Jan11U7, nino le.tchalle cll"oPJ>•cl tiYo tone 
ot llollbo 00 tM alrtielcl &Dd ilvtall&tiODI oo T.u!OA. A...._. ot !ir• 
_.. otartoct. ODe pooundoct M<li- ·- bollboor ... ltlltf'070<1, .l.bol&t 
tb1rl7 or tbirlr-tiYO ...,. fiebtoro Ultorc'l>toll, and o! tb- oiW ._. 
dNtJ'07oll, t~ probebl.T cleotro70<1 and tiYO ......,.. P'011r ot oar 
....._., retanMCI dMalocl. ODe ot _. perooeal wu ldllocl anl1 tift 
~ iQJuroct. 

.tt cluk 25 ""'""7, oiptoc Liberatore clroppod tbirlr-oix to,. o! 
llollbo on lll.tJALIJ:K. A .....,. ot tiroo war• otortoll. llo ·- plaDoo 
wore onoc>IIIII.G'oll, ODe 'boolbor wu ~ bir Ultonao antialrcratt tiro, 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
tleADQUAI~Tr.RS OP T ill! CO.\o.lt.lANDI!It IS CHU~:F 

NAVY DEPARI~t!!NT. WAS!USC'f()S , D. C, 

9 a,m, ~ Jonu117 1944. 

SOUTH MD CFJ!TfUL PACillC (Cost•d.) 

rpyQtiHU!If IS,.wp GJOOMD Sl1UAIION 

Unite ot ~11• lJ2Dd 1Dtant1'7 ad:•ancecl about 350 1U'<I• aut ol tile 
TOROIIII.l RIVER llltml, at. 8100 a.a,, 2S JODU1'7. '!'be ad'fance wu pNCedecl 
b7 & thirt:r a1nut4 lrlille1'7 pz-eparaticm h'ca al>ore batt.ari .. and two 
LCI gunboat., 0... .._,. pUll>ox wu d.eat~ and. one Japaneae ldll.ecl. 
FiT• ol ow- troope ,..... 'OIDWII!ecl, Our ad'fonce waa oppoMd b7 ""'rtar, machine 
&= and ri.tle n.r. . 
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UNITED STATES P LI!ET 

HIAOOUAKTtltl OF Till COMMANDI.It IH CUn!F 
NAVY OIPARTM~'T. W.UUISGTO~. D, t,; , 

9 ..... 27 JlllUU"f 1944. 

S?u:m MD c;prpw. PJCWC Ccg•d.l 

'D'Pil' "tftP 

\~ 1 - 4l.O tt m~hter - eettllna. 
1 - 410 tt hei&bter - belieftd lllbk. . .., 1 - A'IJIX) IWD t;n>~ nlllll - oo tire 1114~ • 
1 - 320 tt miabter - detiniteq •inldDc· ') 

\ 

\ 

W'"A'AI 
1 - 225 tt m~ter- - ...... 
1 - 455 tt oU..r - lietJ..ac on4 HttliA&. 
l - SOS tt oU..r - ...,ld na on4 poui~ beocbecl • 

.&tter tile baU1J\a l'IIA, U.OV.t tiD or tittlen eneoq f1&lltlt'• intlroepted 
0111' ~. n.e fi«<lt•r cO\'V •111-c-<1 twtr-tin ~plan... 'rwentr-tolll' 
~ pl-• .. .., det1Aitel;r eliot d011l, to\IJ" 1001'1 lilted ae probable•. Ill 
1o.t one t~ter. POW' ot..,... tol'peclo bomber• ..... <1-"• 

CD 24 l....rr, ,.., ,.,.tlll'&e bcallecl on4 etrated a beacbed ~ barp 
oa PDIIPIL 19LAIID, eaet of llW DIILAJI), On t.he IIOI'Ilill& ot t.be - clq, a 
NCOC"o! pence pla. It tacked two liii!.MaUtiecl hrph in st. ca:!Rlll CIUIJIIL, 
lelllllh Wl'l -b......cl. 

1/t. 4•12 a.a., 25 J.-,, tan ......, won dropped be;roncl OW' troat 
U..e • 'fCIIOIDi.&, llltnADIYliU ISLAII), b7 e~t ~ ~·· Antia1.1'cratt 
til'& clowDecl one of t.be at.tocld.JI& pla.e. 

1/t. 12145 a.a., 26 JCII&I'T, a recoanai•-• pla. attacked tiYe ene.;r 
llhl,pe and eoorecl a hit on 01111, tan ailee eolltlnNet ot UVIING, IIBW IIIILAIJD. 

1he IOIIa&r1ne IA'IQI, l'.tlll'n1ll& n- patrol ot tile CITll!BS SIA 1.1'1&, 
l'epOI'ted u follower Saak - 1&1'p 11D14entitiecl uanaport or mi«<lter o.r e,ooo tou 1114 01111 mPOJ 11.110 ol&la oiler ot 9,974 tone. -.a one ~t• 
(6,000 tool). 

c;.E-A 
!be ...a..rine IUSIII, ...tarninl tn. patrol o.r t.be I.Na, 
~ &e tol.lowr Saak one ,...._. U1D 11.110 ot 7,250 tona and~ a 
m10 liAII1 clue tr.....,..rt ot 4,4111 toM, 
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UN I TED ST ATES F !.EET 
t-leADQU!t.llTWRS OP ,·na CoJ.H.IANDtR IS CIIIU 

NAVY DCFAIITMII.I._'T, WAIJUNGTO~. D. C. 

9 a.m. 26 J &mW7 1944. 

;otn"H MID cgmAL P4CIFIC <coet t 4,} 

011 24 J&mW7, 1n tho .,l"llin&, tMntT-!0111" ~ Dawttlooo diYe bombero, 
-n 1larba*e &lid twlft .&lraoobru, balbod m.u: 0114 otrated tho .toroe 
area and. ant1&1r0l'att e.pleo-nto, llo int.ereeption wu in,ject.ecl bJ tho 
......, 111111 bio ent1&1r0l'att tire wu IIO<Mraw. Threo o! tho Dawltlooo p~o 

--~. 
Ill tbe atternoon, ot t ho - daT, •l.iJlt llitob.U -.di~a tx.ben attocbcl 

'flm"JI and &leo otrated the •t1&1roratt poaition.o, b1YOU&C area &lid hancaro, 
ciUai.n& larp tiroo, the ·~ did DOt l.ntercopt, but tho ant1&1roratt tire 
wu beaT)-. rift o! our~· wro daopd &lid three o! our per.-1 1.D,jurecl. 

Late, 1n tho &tt.ol"!IOOD., m- llitoboll •diua boilbc"o attacked TARO.l &111 
-u cratt Morl>J. Fireo wro atorte<t, Wlicb oftD.hailJ" led 1ntc aplooiona. 
On t ho groWid, ..,. Zero na cl8at,.,...S. 111• antiairoratt tire wu iuton.oe. 
1h1rt;r w.:r 1'1ahtero int.ereepted &111 one wao d.oat,.,...S, wit h C!ll• prob&bl.e. 
0.. o! our pl-• crubed. to tho 110rth ot .111!10 ATOLL, ...ulo two othoro were 
~. 

Ill the attoi"'IIOOl or 24 J onuar;r, D.&'fT IJ.bor atcro diocoTOI'ed t wo ....., 
d8atro,..ro &D.d. a PC patrol cratt, ucortod. b:r tift !igbtoro, 1n .liLIIIGUPALAP 
ATOLL, IUIIaULI.S group. Our pl-• lbot d.ollll throe Zoroa. 

lit. 4120 p.m., 24 Janaar;r, o1110 o! our patrol pl-• attacked, without ....,_ 
"""• a Mdiua abo onc:r !ro:41btor wl.th throe eocorto, a lit tle to tho oouth­
weat ot I!JIAJ ALEIN .dOLL • 

. 
lllll"1nc the D.:411>t ot 24 JII»U>l';r, thirto011 IJ.borotoro atarted JO&D.;r Uroo &111 

-ral uplo.U.O. on TABO.l. I t io !olt thet 1natallati011e llld etorqo opaceo 
outtorocl. -ro daqe. tho ct1&1roratt tiro wu IIOC!orato but 1naccvato. 
'1M ......, did. DOt l.ntercept. No1110 ot our p~o rocoiYed an:r d.aa&•· 

lllll"1nc tho - ..,.ai.Dg, one IJ.borator d.UIIJ*l two tona o! boolbo 011 KILLI, 
...ulo &D.Othor onoo d.opooited a aiailar a.o\lllt 011 WJTJI. tho reoulto wro nat 
roport.ecl, 

!ba iiiiiiMr1ne ST!IIGIDN, rotur:n1nc !.-- a _. patrol, roporto •iDidna 011 
16 J-,., a 7 ,ooo toe trei&l\tor, 0114 aade a bit on a lar,. oingla atw 
d8atro,..r. 011 24 J-.,-, lbo reported. s!nldn& two ~ ob1pe o! a t.hrooo­
abip oeoorted oo""':r, '1M ~ pron1.0U8l.;r reported a hit oa a tankor, 

-
-790-

Regraded Unclassified



J 

-
UNIT E D ST AT E S F LEET 

li&ADQ\JAkTr.lt OP THR CO!-U.t.ANDIR I~ Cllll~l" 

~AVY D&U'AICnllli\T. WA.lllll\'GT'O!', D C 

4 p.a, 2.5 Ja~NW7 1944. 

IWDI MD Cl!l!t! P4QIPIC (Cogt.'d.) 

~- 2a.S7 a.a. , .ad 4a47 a.a., 24 J11m11171 WIUIIAI waa YioitA4 .. ain 
u.io U. b7 thrM IIIS.tdwll boallero. llo ~oil• are ~. 

\c. / ~ an .U o\rSU 11M bee ...S. a~ SIIIPD IUlla:>l, IUB.IDL, oa tiM 
~ ~Ua ot Ja~NWT, tho 4~• ot ..,1ch h..,. 110~ beon ... oo1Ye4 u :rot. It 1o 

r.portl4 that pb(ltoil'tph• w.Joon durin& tho ra14, 1n<U.eat.o tho tol.l.owinla 

One hoicbtor - 7.5'4 "-' - bundn& &1111 oinldn&. 
One hoichtor - 6000 to no - o1.nJdni. 
One hli&htor - )000 tons - o1.nJdni, 

In IIIIU.VU B~ 

Olio tloat. oll tanlcor - 10,500 to .. - ~~~ bit aDd l>Nchl4, 
Olio tloat. tanlcor - e,ooo to~~e - bumin& &1111 oln!c1ns. 
ODe hli&htor- .5,000 tona-~ ~14 111111 poaoibl¥ 

beecbocl. 
ODe hl~r - 1,000 tona - ounk. 

Durin& the Dial>~ at 24-.2.5 Jonu.arr, JOOtor ~orpo4o boato, tl'<>a 'lOIIOKIHA, 
ahoUI4 ~h C\11111 111111 111>rtaro an a... a t,.. all11 ooutl\ ot lllmlPIN.I. FOIJIT, 
BOOG.AIIIVIIa IllLAIO • 

.1. patrol traa tho l82Dl Int-"7 ...S. ccn~..,t with tiM ~ 1D tiM out 
TOROID.!. una -uca. m4 kSl.locl t .. ot u.., ~ 110 oaov.alt.iu t.o our 
ton11. !lao pot.roll .rr- tiM 132114 lntaotrT c- 'GIIIlor ~ aortor fiN .rr- a poo1tion on tiM beech .,._. Uao ..U. ot the TOROmA lli'flll. 
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UN ITED STATES FLE ET 
U~DQUARTEJtS OP Tit! COMMANDER. IN CHIEI7 

NAVV DEJ"ARTM&NT, WASIIJt"(;TO:O, U C. 

4 p.a. 25 Jamul7 1944. 

!lU'JH Mp CEN'I!UL P A?IP'lC (Con\ 14,) 

At 9115 a.a,, 23 JanU&rT, tort.r-tbe Dowrt.leoo clin borobaoa, ·~MD 

j 
.tna&•re, uoort.ed by eiaht:r f1&ht.,.a, raidoocl LUiaJliAI airfield, IUBAIJL, Ouzo 

VJ "ffP"'eob .-.idlntly ~k the ~ by IW'J)riH becau .. durin& a clO'IIII glide, ...._,. fiabtezo•.,.. etUl IICI"abl1ni 011 t.ho I:'UIIWq, wbU. tl1air •ch&m:a 
_.. 1'1111111111 lor tblir famol.ea, Pbotccni>bo ta1ooo altar t.be attack 1Dcli~ 
oat...S that t.ho 1"1IIIWq 11 -41l"riooablo and a •'n'•• of HT&IItoen mUair­
cratt poaitiou pzoot~ctinl it, heft been deetl'07*1 or d...,..S. 01111 4. 7 

1<1 '{ t..u.-t receb..S a clizoeot 111t, 011 t.ha groovnd,_,, &ht. • ; ~-· wzoe 
-; deltl'07*1 or claapd; At the DOrt.b elld of IU1UPI H.alUDR, RABAIJL, a lazo1e 
I 'V lire •u '""• probab~ tNa 1111 uplodilli .I'Uel <1m~> &d a tzoeigbter ill t.ht 

'>. ( l~r ........ ,. nt~ IN.etrat...s twnt:r to twntr-tift eDe.T 
J f1&htel"e llilo bad haltil.J' taken off, '!be Dauntluo clin bomber a d11tro,...c1 

!!!!t Zero, nth two probable e. Our b1ih 1l.;r1l>g fJ&btere dletro;r..t j,b1 w­
..... .....,. t~tezoe, ply 'J!!l."' prob~••· Our lon" collaiet..S ' o! OM 
Illbt.aill& 81\d two Carlaizoo, but the p ot o! 01111 ol the latter wu rucud 
11111DJ..,..d, 01101 of 0111' .tw q;.ra ,.... 111t by 1111tiaircr&tt tire and craabad 
.,.... CAPI ST, Ci!DRGK, liD IRKLAliD, 

\
•} 

T 
At S 100 p.a., 011 t.he •- dq, tort.:r-eiaht !f8btel"o JUde a retQI'D Tieit 

11 r to RABAIJL and cirol..S the harbor tbzoee timo uutil dxt:r •fle.T 11gbt.ro C<lUlcl 
set ott tbe gl'I:)Wlli. llhazoeupon fourt..,. ot the ..,.. ahot doc, nth one 
probable, 'llllile our tore" iiiCW'NCI no lo-•· 

4 ..-x'7 tor Olll' air actiTit7, oo 23 JatttUr7, illclicet .. t.hat tonr-m 
1 Jap tiat>tere wre d&etro,..S ill t.be air, nth fittean probabaa, t'bie clo .. 

DDt iDDlwloo •i&ht probabl" em the groWid at U1k11114I airtillcl, Our lo-• 
\ cooaiat..s of foUl' plalllla of 1lbich o• pilot ,.... zoeecued. 

0.. of o11l' patrol planee, dul'illi 2) JatttUr7, booobed tbl wetern ocd ot 
Chillatolm and mTA, ill t.he nortbeut oeaLral eoction of !KlUGAIIIT.lLLI. Li&bt 
antia1rcr&tt tire. ,.... zoeooim at. mTA HAIIB)R. 

Dar1na t.he ni&ll~ of 22-2) JcuaJ7, OM ot 0111' patrol planee atteok..s a 
llll'ie tlat bar&&, one uclila a1ae biii'IO, alld an Wlde~t..S tlll'iat ill ST. 
GI!IJRGB CIUIIIIIL . lo ob .. rntioo of t.ho zoe.W.ta ,.... ucla. 

Durill& ~be .... .nich~. &DDth.r patrol bit, ahat appaazo..S to bt a da~r 
IDd a larp treilbter, about 25 ailea DDrt.baalt o! RABADL. llaoul~o .,.. ua­
NJ>Ort...s• 

4 Oerlaizo pilot, 1111o ,.... doeecl Delli' IJIJU, 011 22 Ja:»»:rJ, and anot.hor 
pilot 1111o orulled .35 llileo eoutheut ot CAI'B ST. GIORGI, 1111 IRnA!Il, baw 
been pilk..s "P by one of ov re-e planea, 
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UN I TED STATES FL EET 
HEADQUARTIIIS OP Tl ~t: CoM)IANDta IN Clm;r 

:OAV\' Dl.rART>\.IEl'OT, WASHl~'GTON, D C. 

9 a.s. 25 .I&IIUU'7 1944, 

p!1H Mfi) CPD!! PJCinC (Cont.'d,) 

Further cleta1le on tn. et.ri.U IUide b,- t ... Venturu, on 22 .I&DUU7, on 
w.IIJGLAPALAP, IURSIALL '"""' report that they cored, troJa a low lnal, 
tbree direct hite on a beacbed ~. •ttillg it on tire and reg1atered a 
- Jliee on en &DOho,..d 'Neill. n.. antiail'cratt tire troJa lhore ciaaged 
...,. ot our pl-•· Our peraoMIIl euttered no cuualtiee, 

At noon, 2.3 .JmUU7, twaty-ane llitcbell bcolbere, in two _ ... ,, bluted 
T.II!OA, !My &leo atrated ..all cratt, the airfield, pl-• and &~~tiairoratt 
1.D.etallatio1111. 'ftle en-.r at~ed to intercept each ot the OJ.ibt• with 
tnnt:1"!1n Z.roe, mel in cloin& eo, loet tllr .. pl-•, two prob&blee, with 
tour daopcl, The aatiail'cratt tire wu IIXICiarate, ODe ot our plmoo aut­
tered u,j01' cuualUu &lid tbree otbero l'eceiTed ainor dall&&•· Ten ot our 
pereoMIIl wro injured. 

\ in& condition, thirty-tift aUu -baut ot IOIAJAL!IN, m 8,000 ton •orr. ··r Dllrins 23 J...,.....,., ..... ot our ....... n pliMleo bombed &lid lett in a Alllll-

I i frol$>ter llhicb wu being ucorted by tour •nz111•r1oo, 

I 

" \.• 

Dllring the ••&!lin& ot 23 JUJUU7, t..,t1"tou.r Liberatore bolabed l«lTJS, 
placin& ninety percent ot their bolobe in the taraet area. Fireo nre atarted. 
The 1'*11 tailed tc intercept, 4 ...aerate &~~tiairoratt tire wu inaccurate, 
11ft outt .... d no clall&&e or cuualtioo. ...u ~ 

) -, ~k!l' 
The eullurine CAI'IRILL4, retllnlin& trca A patrol in the SOUTH CHINA SEA, 

roporto ao tollon r 'I 

4 J-.ary - Duri114 the aftariiOCIC, ott CAPS P .&DA!UN, FIIKNCH-IlillO 
CHINA, IJWik m e,_y treipter ot 4,070 tona ancl later 
in the '""ni"4• dAtcapcl &DOtbar trei&bt.r ot tho ,... 
COim>y, h&'fin& a t_,op ot 3,824 tone. 

'ftle cl:aarine AliCIIIIRFI88, torpedoed end IJWik a lup .. corted ~ ob1p 
north ot TAIIUII, on 22 J&Du&r7• 

\ .:Nt'h'-~~ 
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UNIT ED STATES F LEET 
ltltADO\!AHEU or nne CC»o.tA..''DD '"' CHnr• 

MA VY Da'AKTNIOtT, WAJlU)."CTT~. D C 

A. p.a. 24 J&nii&J7 19~ 

l?l1l'H yp CllfTJW, P,lCillC (Copt I d.} 

!!Wtmtlf CIIW) StnJAU(I 

·~ 11100 .... 22 J&DII&J7, the s.cc..4 Batt.alloe ot ~ U2Dd. w ... tQ­ropcrtad illat two ot ita-_.. IIOQDdacl 111 ~ bruh with.., 1lnlaiiMI 
llllllbar ot JIJ>S 111 the nortbMit IMtiotl of tba TORCI(IJIA plriMhr, 

lA tba .... oaetor , on tba ••t benk ot tba TCitCXDIA RIVER, tba anti­
tlllk CCOipaQT of tb& l64th w ... tJT C- llllll&r ritla fir& tr<a tha aut 
Ml*, *lla oc:nt1nh1n& a pocket .. ,.tb ot tha dYer tom, 

CD 2) JOAII&J7, INt .... J,t2S .... &Del St36 .... , tbl &DIIIV clroppad 
appi"CCIII1Mt~ tw .. t;r-tiYa to tbirtT bollbo oa TCIO:IJU, ldlliA& tbrM and 
~.liz. 
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U NIT ED ST AT ES F LEET 
HP.A.OQtJART~JIS <M' T I·UI COt.~M.A~D!R I~ CHI£F' 

NAVY OEPA.~TMIU-'T, WAfHit:CT(')~', D, C, 

J, p.a. 24 Jan11&1'7 l9J,J,. 

fX!tH NlP cpiJW, PACRIC (Cont'd,} 

I 
the au:dl1arJ oUer U,S, S. CACIIK •tered. B:sPDUTII SANTO at 4:00 p.a. 

23 J&III&J:7• Late reporte 1D<II.cate tll&t thrH ot ber talllrl are ~T 
bole<!, >doth otbert ci&IIA&ed.. the uploeioa troa the en-.r torpeck> bl• 
t., ot ber - OYer tbe e14.. '!he u. s. llixle eweeper, SOUTHARD, reecue<i 
011e ot tb-. 

1M prroo~ reported. llitch.U boaber &ttack ot 2t28 p.a. 22 Januarr 
oa LIJIIAlli ~. IWIAUL, wao cOYered. bT niDet;r-two ot our t:liJ>tere, 
It u etated. tbat our tialltere deati'Q7ed. aiallt•• .,...,. ti&btaro, plu 
t., probabl.Mo Oar loe111 were two Coreaire, one Kit.tJIW* end t., Airt.­
ootrrae, C:Ce ot the lli&oobra pUoto •• rMcuecl. 

Duria& 22 Jan,..,., t., Vt~~t\1!'&1 ~ed. and. etrated. & euepectecl JAP 
radio .t&tioD 1n the nciJlitT ot IWIAOAU, IOilthweot BOOGAINVIUJI. 

C:C 22 Jm11&1'7, &t 9•W ,.,.,, O.W.tl11o c11n bollbero ettacti'relr b.it 
111-.r pillbox .. 1n the 3""Cl• two .u .. aut ot .11011JPIIIA, eoutb IIIIPRESS 
AUGUSTA BAY. 

Dur1nc tbe o•mia& ot 22 Jm.....,., & coor<ll.uted. &tt&ck OD IUBAUL wat 
IIA<Ie 'b7 tbrH Liberatore, wbich dropped tlar11 ill>d. tix 111tcl1ol.le, wbl.cll 
ac1e bollbi.ns rune. "'-roola N.roe were et&rted. 011 tho northeaot oido ot 
IUBAUL, wb.icll wero noible tor on•tT-tiTO .Ueo. 1'llo ot Olll' 111tcl1ol.l 
pl.aaoo aro ofti'Qae, At 8tl0 p.a., tbirtT LiberatCO"o followed. up tho 
llitcll.Ut OD & boabi.n& 1'11D and. reported. that two cit., blocko 1n RABAUL 
., ... otill 011 firo tr<a the llitcbol.lo earlier &ttack. 1M Liberatore 
thaaol.• .. lt&rted. tour larso and. on111 ..U tiroo 1n tho ncrtheaot 
tectioa ot IWIAUL. ~ ..Uer tirM wvo tt&rtld, wbicll oul>oeq'*ltlr 
c..,tld lar&o aploliODOo Pboto&"f'he obow od&bt gutted. anc1 oix ci&IIA&ed. 
hdldi'"C• • 1M anti&ircratt tiro ci&IIA&ed. ooo ot the Liberatore. lio i.nt­
ceptiOil •e Mde bT the.,...,, but two planN, idetitied. u Di&bt fi&btero, 
were o- 1n tbo eo"""' oearcll li&hta, 

At 10•13 p.a. 011 22 Jaaurr & Liberator tx.1>1c1 BORPCI'. '!be rellllh 
...-e .-beer.ed.. 

s-ts-~ 22 J~, & petrol plllle IIA<Io a cll.rect hit oa a 
tort7 toot beached. lallllCII 011 the llllt oo&at ot PDII ISLANO, liD' IIIII:I.A)Il, 
It aleo otrated. &Dd lett 1n a ~ cODditioo oae ber&e oo the eaot 
oout ot PIIIIPZL ISLAHD, D_,. II3S.UI ~. II1IJ I!ll!I.AIIl. 

At ltl5 .... 24 J&D11&17, a petrol plaDO att&cked. a tldp in ST. Ql(ll(lK 
CiU111EL ott CAPB QAntll, R.eeulte were anreported.. 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
HIADQUARTIRS OP TH.! COMMA...,DP.X IN CIIIIU' 

NA\'Y DIIPARTML'I:T, WA! HI!'ICTO"-'• D. C, 

9 a.m. 24 January 1944, 

SOUTH AllD CE!n'RAL PIC!f'IC (Cont ' d . ) 

No r eport has been recei ved o.s to Ule plone casualt ies s..C!ered by tho enemy. 

Att er sunset, on 22 January, ten Li berators bombed ROI ISLAI'ill, 
K:'IAJ ALElll ATOLL. It is reported that ninety percent of the bombs found their 
target . Fires ar<l o.xplosions were observed and two two-ongined bombers on 
the ground were domaged , The antiaircraft fire was moderate . '!'l<elva to fif­
t een enemy fighter s atte'llpted an interception. One was destroyed and four 
probably and t hree others damaged. J.ntiaircraft fire hit three Liberators, 
causing minor dornage and slight injury t o one crel'<1!on . 

late in the afternoon ar<1 early evening of 22 January, seven Liberat or s 
ar<l !ivo Vonturas, bombed J:l.!IDJI , JALUIT ATOLL. Hit• were made on antiaircraft 
positi ons, on a seaplane and on buildings i n the barracks area. Three fires 
were started. The antiaircr aft fire was 100derato but inaccurate . The enemy 
made no attempt to intercept and no damage was done to our flight n:>r were any 
injuri es received . 

Around ooon, on 22 January, nine l.litchell bombers bl asted and etrared 
':JlTJE AroLL fr01'D a low altitudo . Hits wel"e made on the .rllCIWays , a seaplane 
hangar building and on a 150 foot tanker . It is reported that one mediu:n 
f reighter was probobly sunk. '!'l<o large fires were started. The antiaircr aft 
fire was intense a., d fairly accurate, but no enemy air interception was 
attempted . Three of our pl~~es received minor damage . 

At noon, 22 January, t.,lve J.!iteholl bombers bombed and strafed KAVEN 
ISL.:.ID, !.!ALOELAP ATOLL. '!'l<o fires were start ed. About t""nt y- five to thirty 
fighter s int ercept ed and some of these planes carried aer ial bombs . '!'l<o Zer os 
were destroyed and one damaged . The antiaircr aft fire was light, Three of 
our planes were lost , but one of our patrol rescue planes recovered the crew 
ot one. Four of our planes were damaged and two of the crew received o.inor 
inJuries. 

Dur ing the earl y evening of 22 J anuary, a IJ.bor ator bombed loULLE ATOLL 
ond st arted fires in the barrack section. llo air interception was made and no 
antiaircratt f ire was received. 

During the evening of 21 J anuary, two onemy planes dropped bc>'nbs in 
t he vi cinity of TARAWA and did not cause any damage, 
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-
UNITED STATES P LEET 

III ADQIJARTIJtS OP T1C& COMNA)IDIIil I.H CUUtr 

NAVY DltPARTMJtNT, WASHINOT0:-1, D. C. 

9 a.m. 2.4 January 1944. 

SOUTM AIID C!:NTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd . ) 

! 
A later report 1ndicatea that tho euxlliary CAC:Iffi is now..,st ot 

SSI'IRI'I\J SM"'lO, proeoodin& to her base, after h&vin& been torpedoed at 
ll:.)O p .t>., 22 January, eporold..o;ately lSO ..U.u aouthout ot 51:1 C.US!tB.U.. 
One man was drowned. ~re were no other casualtiaa reported . 
~ 

On t he mor nins ot 21 January, two Venturaa bonbed and strafed an 
ono=y r adio station 4t KALAKAPISI , so•lthwest central CHOISWL ISLAA'D. 

At ll : lO a. m., 21 JanUllry, six Airaeobros s trafed KARA and KIHIL! . 
Thoro were no planes or any other activi ty on the fields. The field 4t tho 
former place was posaib1r serviceable, while at KIHILI , t he field is un­
eerviceable. One or our planes was do;.aeod by antieircra.tt fire at Y.ARA 
and near TURillOmU !!ISSICN, anothtr plane l<iSS hit by tu.ehine aun !ire, but 
all returned • 

t.t 12:.)0 p. a ., throe Avengers bo::bod tho bivouac section and ant.i­
nrcraft. installatione two :oiles south of IIJOOITU I!ISSIOII, in the interior 
o£ southern BOOOAIINIUE. 

During the afternoon ot 21 Januarr, Mitchell bombers baubed 1<.\.'!A 
n.nd made hit~ on tho nanway1 tho revet m.ent.s , and ant141rcr£Lft positions . 
Two Dauntless dive bomber s and two Avenger s wore alightly damaged and one 
man was ·.vounded. 

At l2 :SO p . m., on 21 Jonuary, thirtr-o1&ht Liberators blasted BO!L"'P, 
:Wt1na hits on the runr._,. and antiaircraft poaitiona. 

At 6 :15 p. m., 22 January, a Liberator baubed the IIUn airstrip with 
unobserved resulto . 

At l:Olo a.c. , 23 J4.nuuy, a patrol plane traa CUADALCA.VAL, attac~ed 

two shi ps off the DUKE OF :alRK ISLAND . Tho result s n r e not reported. 

During the atternoon of 22 January, rocoMaiuance plana• report ed 
threo enemy bar&•• ecneulod a t the mout h or tho !!EDli RIVER, northeast 
a:I'RESS AUCUSTA BAY . A gunboat from TOROKINA, durin6 t he nii?Jlt of 22-23 
Jo.nu&r)', shelled those ba.rges causing a !ire. 

At. 2 :.2a p .::~., 22 JlollWU"y, tr.enty- -n IU.tchell boltbers blasted the 
WY.UIIAI airdrcne at R.\BAU!. and made !ittr-tour hito on tho runW3J', started 
three fires south Ot the atrip and one northlteat or the strip, 'llni ch aan 
otr black SI:IOko visible for twenty cilu. Before the bol:lbing run ""' sado, 
f orty to aevent)' onem)' !i&ht e r s attempted an interception but were "repulaacl b' 
our fight ers. Antiaircraft. Cira shot down one IU.tchell and dacaged two othert 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
IIRAOQUARTil:ltS OF T UB C0MMANOUR 1:<0 Clllt:F 

NAVY DRPAR1'1.t.8NT, WASIOI\CTOK D. C. 

9 a.m. 2) January 1944. 

~UTH AND CEtf'IRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

On the eo.rly mor ning of 21 Jlllluary, fifteen Liberator s bor.lbed ROI 
and ICVAJALEIN !SLI.IIDS, K!7.1JALEIN A'IOLL. One fire was started on ROI 
ISLAND. No other result. were observed. Light antiai~raft fire dtt•.tlged 
one plane . No enemy planes were eneount·ercd. 

On the morning of 21 January, twenty- three Army Dauntless and twelve 
:'/arha~ attacked JALUIT and strafed enemy inetell ations on ElliDJ and TilliE'!', 
JALUIT A'IOLL. A n.u!tbor of fires ""re started . Two small enemy craft were 
destroyed and an escort vessel damaged . No eneey planes were encountered . 
Light antiaircraft fire damaged t wo of our bombero. 

At noon, 21 J armary, nine llitchells bombed and strafed J.!IUE. Re­
sults were unreported . No enemy planes were encountered . En90y antio.ir­
craft fire was intense. Three plane s •re damaged by crash landings upon 
their return . 

The eubmarine SEAHORSE reported sinking t wo freighters of a two- ship 
convoy, 285 mileo soot heast of ? ALAU ISli.IID . , 
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COMIHCM nu U NITED STATE S I' LEET 
HEADQC!AaTDS OC' TKI COWWAJiDa IH CKas:r 

:fAVY DtPAI'TWDn'. WAJUI~~ D C: 

4 p. m. 22 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND C::.IITRAL PACIFIC (Cent 1d. ) 

Purthor dotailo received on the striJ<o aaoJ.net RABAIJL by eighteen 1U.t chells 
duri ng the att.er noon of 20 Jlltluary, and r eported in this morni11g ' s summary, 
indicate that our bombers were escorted by oovo~ers. The f ighter cover 
engaged thirty-five - oixty en~y f ighters . ~urteen 100~ planes wor e shot 
do"'l, plue two probables. We lost four fightoro. 

On the morning ot 20 January, one Liberator started a !ire in the en~ supply 
area at BONIS, north BCUGAD.'VII.LE 1SLAI1D. 

Durin& tho ;:orning of 20 J&tllery, two Venturaa boc<bed and strafed a l arge 
·~ barge t hirty miles southwest ot CA!'J:; sr. G:xi!OE . Results were unreport ed . 

During the night of 20-21 January, an J..al gunboat fired twenty-two rouncle or 
t hroe-inch acmunition into t he enoey supply d..., at l.!.ll.!JGATA, southwest OOOOAIII­
vn.u: ISLA.~ D . Reoults were unobse,..,od. 

On the early afternoon ot 20 January, throe oouadrons of Liberators boCibod an 
unidonti!iod target on south BOUGAIINILLE ISI.Al/D. Reoults were unreported. 

On 21 J anuary , a reconnrlssnnce plene bombed tho northeast end ot NUKIKI I'LA!v'T ,\• 
TION, northwoot CHOISEUL ISLAND. Results wore not reported . 

During the night 21-22 J anuary, motor torpedo boats attacked the JABA RIVE!! 
Area, u!PRESS AUGUSTA BAY, end SAI3 lSU.'ID, otr oouthwut llUKA, with mortar L'>li amell 
caliber f iro . 

~~~ r r ? J..~~-z;-;...7 ....-J 

&-,-y;;;L e.-~~(' .. _,.,_, 
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UN ITED STATES FL EET 
HI.ADQUARTUS 0 1' THK CO~IMAWDER IN CUIF.f 

NAVY o·et'ARTMti.''T. WA-Jliii\GTO.~ .... D. C. 

9 a .m. 22 January 1944 

SOUTH AllD CENTRAL PACI'FIC (Cont ' d , ) 

oixt.y Zeroo. One Lightning was ohot dqwn and onother wao .forced down on t he 
water in the vicinity of SHORTL~D ISLAND. 

At 4 :12 a .m. 20 January, f ive or eight bombs wera dropped on STERLING 
ISLAIID by one J apanese plane . Five gJ'Qunded W.tchello were damaged . Two 
l.!itchclls and the main signal Uno on the island were deotroyed. One tlew 
Zealander was killed, and three >:ere woundeil . 

On t he evening of 20 January, an Uill'ft_oorted nu;nber of U. S. destroyers 
complet ed a bombardment ol' enemy pos~tion. at the JABA !UV£il, !.!.1\';,t'U:KA and 
l!OTUPINA, ~ESS AUCUSTA BAY Area . 

( 

During the night of 20-21 January, two United States deotr oyers, operat-
ing in BOUCAINVIJ..L3 STRAIT, oet. on fire five enemy barges and d"""4!ed several a 
One enemy gunboat was sunk . Later~ at 5:00a.m. 21 January, these destroyers 
forced t ..... o more enemy barges agroWld, sank one r o.!'t and a small boat in the 
vicinity of CHOIS&JL BAY, CHOISEt'L ISLAND. illumination was provided by a 

l 
plane , Heavy machine gun !ire slight ly damaged our dest royer s . 

The auxil;ary oiler CACHE was t or pedoed about one hundred and fifty- five 
miles i1"ti~A:at of SAN CRIS'rGBAL ISL:...lfD , SOLOUON ISLANDS . FUrther details are 
not available at t his t ime . 

) 1'0 ..J.,., -
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
lttAJ>OUART t:RS or 'Tin! CO.\iMAND&:Jt a:-4 cnuc:r 

•"'AVV DEJ>ARTM£N1'. WA$1iiNGTON, D. C:. 

) 

9 a •. m. 22 January 1944. 

roUTH AA'!J CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d , ) 

During tho morn1.ng of 20 January, twelve Vent uras dropped eleven tons of 
bombs on =ru, JALUIT. Results >rere unobserved . One plane failed to r eturn, 
two others were damaged by antiaircraft fire, 

On the afternoon of 20 January, thirteen Liberator s dropped t went y-five 
tons of banbs on WOTJE . One fire was started, other results, if any, wer e not 
obeerved . No enemy planes were encoW'ltered. One of our planes failed to 
return. 

On 20 January, reconnaissance planes attacked t.l'ro one-hundred ton enemy 
frei ght ers at AILIIiGALAPLAP Atoll, !JARSHALL ISLANDS, and set one on fire . On 
the same day, a reconn.aissanc.e plane !.Cored one direet hit on a 4 ,0CO ton enemy 
freight er twenty- five miles west of !lAl.CELAP. 

During the after noon of 19 J anuar;r, bivouac areas and the UARIRICI RIVER 
BRIDGE, l'UPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, OOUGAINVILLE l SLAl'lD, were attacked by seven­
teen dive banber s . Reeults were not reported. 

On the night of 19 January, two motor torpedo boats, assi sted by a Catalina, 
engaged an enemy landing craft and a seventy- foot barge gunboat off CHOISEUL 
BAY, CHOisEUL I SLAND. One of the PT' s •u•tained damage by •hellfire, and two 
men "-'ere injured. Dam.age to the Japs, if any, was not r~~ported . 

During the ni ght of 19-20 Jan., six Liberators, harassed the RABAUL Area 
and started five fires at LAKUIIAI, RABAUL, N&V BRITAIN. 

During the morning of 20 January, eleven botobs were dropped on the TCROKINA 
str ip, EUPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area, by an undetermined nuober of en~ planes . 
Two men were killed, three wounded . One bomb fell directly on a machine 
gun e~:~;>lacement . 

At 1 :40 p. m .• 20 January, eighteen Mitchells , covered by fourteen Lightnings, 
bombed and strafed the VUNAKANAIJ Area, RABAUL, !Cl:'l BRITAIN, started r. large fire, 
scored hits on a number of gun positions and pos•ibly exploded an anmunit ion 
du.:n.p , One Mitchell was shot down, another w~ forced down on t he water ten 
milee off CAPS GAZELLE, NEl'l BRITAIN. The bombers shot down one and probabl y 
another or about t~0lve intercepting Zeros. The fighter cover engaged about 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

IIKADQUAMTlUtJ 0 ' TH& Co,l.tWAND1Uc Uf CIIIIP 

lfAvY DltJ1AaTM&I'i'T, WASIIINC:TO~. t> (. 

9 &.II, 21 January 1944. 

g)Uni AND CPJ;T!IAL PACIFIC (Cont.'d, ) 

At 7:45p.m. , 19 January, a bon:bardment. or R.1l!AiiDATA-OOHI, north 
cout. or SCIXAINVII.lE ISLAial, wao co::~pleted b7 an IIN"ttported nurber or 
united States destra.10ro, 

During 19 January, a reconnaissance plane tx:..bed one ene:o,y barge at 
r.orrDAXA!IIl!BOig) ISLAND, CHOISl:lJL BAY area. Two other roeonntJ.aoanee planes 
attocked SlPISAI I SLAND, CHOI$UL BAY, and two Ven~uras attacked a barge 
thirty Jdloo scuth or CAPE ST. CEORCE . Results or theoe attacks were not 
roportod. 

/ 
At J;PO a.o ., 20 January, a reconnaissance plane bombed a nu:tber of 

enecy bat'ges north of 11A!lATAllAI, cent.ral coast or ltl'.l IllELA!iO. One direct 

hit waa acor~d, 

- The eubolar e HAD:XX:K, on 19 January, scored h o and poseiblJ four 
torpedo hj.t'a an ene::,y aJ.rc:ratt carrier one hundred miloa soutileMt of 
GUJ.II. 

"'"\ (type or tonnage ur.known), 195 mJ.les south of XOBE. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~IV.DOUA.k'f'(U or TUit C<».tMAl.'T,lEM IN QUIP 

NAVY DllrAII'Tt.U~T, WA.fUIS<::TON, 0 . C. 

9 a.m. 2l January 1944. 

SOUTH A:lO C::!'fTlUL P:.CIFIC (Cont'd . ) 

At noon, 17 J41'111417, six phot.o planes, escortsd by twelve PB4Y's, 
reconnoitered KOSUB, CA.'IOLIJ.l! ISL»>DS, ond boabed harbor installations. 
No en-.y planes or antialrcratt tirs were encountered. 

Durin& the early evonine of 17 January, five en<~Q,Y plenea 1nof­
fectivol:y dropp4d twent;r-nine b<rlbo in tho TA.'!A."lA LAOOOtl. 

On the morning of 19 January, seventeen Uitchollo, operating from 
TAAAVIA, dropped eleven tone of bon¥>o on enemy installations at LauE. A 
number or !ires were started. Out of oi.x grounded enemy planee, five were 
damo.ged. No interception rias oncount..ered. Intense and accurate antiair­
craft fireohot dolm two W.tchella and seriowy damaged three. Four bombers 
eusttJ.ned light damage. 

On tho =ming of the 1&....,. day, nine ;Iarhalri<s, operatine !roo l!A.'rni, 
strafed and set on fire a .....U corvette at J AWIT, !!R!SII.ILL ISUIIilS, ...s 
probably oank a s::l&ll oal.llng v.,oel. llo e~t:IJ' pl .,.e or antiaircraft fire 
were encountered. 

Ouring the night of 17-18 Januory, three Liberators dropp4d bombs on 
LAKUNAI, RABAUL area, NE\'1 IRELAND, and otarted a fire in the northeast 
revetments . A number of hit a ""re ocored elo.ng tho runway. 

At 12:40 p.m. , 18 January, thirty-tour !.litchollo, ucortod by seventy­
two fighter• stra!ed 'l'Oe:;:RA, RAS.WL area, li!rll IRELAND. Forty-five tire• 
were startsd. One groWld.od enu,y plane ws.s deotroyed, twelve more were 
damapd, and eooo Cield oquipo~~nt probab:IJ' d&ca&ed. Attor tho attack our 
baabero were intercepted by tittoen to h omty Zeros. Ill the enouire eneage­
.,.nt, t.he bocbers shot do..., three ot the ene:!\1' !ightera and probably one 1:10re. 
'ie lost one bomber and three ouattJ.ned li&ht d&":~&go. Although a COQplete re­
port or tne!Q" plane• downed ia not on hand, cur tighter planea o.ppar.,ntly 
•neagod more than thirty e~W~7 planu and probably ahgt dom. ~ward • of fix­
teen,~ 

On tho night of 18-19 January, five Liberator a bombed LAKUNAI and. 
VUNAKANAU, RABAIIL area, NE:.1 BRITAIN. Results ""re not obaerved . 

Ourin& the night 18-19 January, onem:y dock inatallationa in CHOISSIJL BAY, 
Cl«)ISEIJL ISLAl:O, wre bocr.bed b:y ono or our plano a (tJPO unldontified). Cn 
tho ..... night "" l.Q.I gunboat tired tort~igbt roua:l.o or three inch .....,...U­
t1on into the AITARA ana, weot IIOUQAINVIUE . !!esulto wro unobaorved. No 
ret.u.m tire was encountered. 
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U NITE D ST AT ES F L £ET 
tliADQUAJtTUI cw 11l& Cow)(ANX• '"" a nn 

:IAVY DUAITMI..VI". WASIU~. 0 C. 

9 a . m. 20 Januo.ry 1944. 

lOUT!! AND CfliTRAL PACI FIC (Cont 1 d . ) 

On 18 January, t>tenty-!ivo An.y Dauntl .. e clive bolr.bere ancl e1gM 
.7arhawlca dropped bolllbe on 1\lel installations on J ABOR, JAI.UIT AroU.. 
lt. tir. was start.od . Intense anUaircrett fir. ehot down two of our <live 
bcctbore, but tho crew ot one was later recovered . 

On 19 January, twelve l.litchella attacked enemy installation• at UIUE . 
A tighte r plano on t he runway was damaged . Kine ot our pl anes were damaged 
ancl three .,.n inJure d by antiaircraft tire. llo enemy planes were encounter ed. 

Tne submarine, BUr:.FISH, r eturnint frcm patrol or t he ~A.\'DS :.!Sf 
n :DIES watera, reported the d .. truction or tliO l oaded tankora, t otaling 11., 035 
t.ona. 
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u UNITED STATES FLEET 
~,'fl> ~~ HBAOOUARTUS OP TUI!: COM~CAND21t IN OII.K, 

~I' NAVV o•PARTMP.NT, WASHISCTOS. 0 , C. 

~ti .... l '/ C R E T 4 P•"'• 19 Januacy 1944, 
~ 

SOU'n! AND CnlTRAL PACIFI C (Cont 1d , } 

~ tho afternoon o! 17 Jl!llu&l}', nino lo!itchollo boo:bed tho 
radio towera, -.rahouae, M.lmRI3 and anticdroraf't positions on 
l£IILB. Two largo tiroo nro ot.ut od, No ODOII\Y aircra!t wore 
encountered, l.nt1.aircra1't fire dBlllllo!ld throe o! our phnoo, 

At 1:00 p.m. 17 Januacy, twanty- four dive b:>J'Ibera and e1ghtoon 
torpedo bombers, covered by oovonty tightoro, att&eked onOII\Y 
shipping at RAllAUL, N:&'l BRITAIN. Out ot oieht cnrto voosola 
ar.chorod on tho woot aide o! SiliPSCN IWI!Y.lR, throe b1"" up and 
sank, two were aet on fire, one was lett sinking and d\r.ot hits 
were ocored on the r....,indor. At least one hundred on01111 f 1glltera 
intercepted the attack, and o! these eighteen were abot down, pluo 
ti!toon probably ohot down. 'lbirtoen of our p1anoa tailed to 
return. 

On tho afternoon or 17 JanU&l}'' torpedo boolboro attacked a 
bridge at south lo!CfiOITU lollSSION, SOUT!!'IiEST interior BOW.I.INVll.LE 
ISLAND. Rooulto wore not reported. 

On 17 Januocy, a roconna.ioo•nc• plono boolbed a emall boat and 
a dry dock on tllo o&ot co&ot or PARAUA ISlAND, CHOISl!UL !II.Y Area , 
That 1110rn1ng, another roconnaiosanco plano encountered and probably 
dom&ged a 1Ud11111 bod>or northeast or ~I'I'LE ISlAND. During t ho 
..,eniog ot 18 JanU&l}', a r econnaiooanco plan. bol!bed and destroyed 
buildings and huts on tho north•ot coast or 1/FJII IRSI..AND. 

During t ile nigllt or 17-18 Janu...,.., seven Liboratoro attacked 
RJ.BAUL, N!7i BRITAIN. A nut~bor ot tiroo were etartod. 

At lOr JO p,a, 16 JanUOl}', a r eoonnaiesanco plnno ecorod throe 
hit. on an .,01111' •••••l sixty llliles northwoot ot KAVIENO. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEAOQUAJl"T£R5 OV TH! COl<IMA~Dl!:k 1:0: CHIJ:Jt 

!iAVY DE·PARTM~"T. WA!IIII'II(;T0:-1, D. ( , 

9 a .m. 19 January 1944. 

SOOTH AllD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d. ) 

On 18 January, a reconnaissance plane att acked a soall enemy fl•eighto.r, 
fifteen miles northeast or K\'IAJALEIN and, in turn, was attacked by four 
eneJ~~y fighter s. Ono enemy plane was probably shot do >on. 

During the night of 16-17 January, six to twelve Japanese planes bonbed 
the TOROKINA area, OOUCArNVIW ISLAND . Twenty- five to thirty-five bombs 
were dropped whieh killed one, wounded three and cauoed a omo.ll Mount of 
damage . 

The submarine FLASHER, on 18 January, sank a 6 , 000 t on freighter, 235 
miles southwest of lo!ARCUS ISLov-:D. 

~e suanarine \',~~" ss.n~ the third ship of an !'neccy <:onvoy previously 
attacKed by t he subman ne SEAWOLF { •• f {o/ lu.<. ,, ;a.\ <1 (. -.'c,. Y~rt '9(r 

!A..~ ~~r-~~ .J 1 
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UNITED STATES I' LEET 
HIADOCA.a'TDI CW TIIC (O.wKAKDU ltf OUD' 

'llAVY DCI'AITMon-, WASHI"'~ D C 

9 a . o . 18 January 194.4. 

SOUTH AND C&NTR.IL PACIFIC (Cont'd . ) 

At dawn, 16 Jazw.ary, tow: .Uraoobru shot down two Japan .. • ....U.u:~ 
bo=bera OYer IIII.IE. At noon, 16 January, t qntr-tive J.:mr Dauntle ss dive 
baabers, sixteen Airacobras and e~t lfarhul<a, bod>ed and atrated enny 
l.llstallatioos on liii.l.E. Intenoo antiaircraft tire shot down one .Uraeobra. 
Another plano craohod upon returning but the pUot ballad cut . Four other 
planes oustal.lled minor damage . Two mon ""ro olightly injured. 

On 16 JIII1Wlt7, reeonnaiaoanee pl.,.,• destroyed & small en~C~Y cargo 
veuol at LIKIEP ATOll., IIAE!SIIALL lSLAIIDS. Another was do.w.ged &nd lett 
oinking. 

During the night of 15-16 January, !.!AKIN was raided threo tio:es and 
TAUWA twice . Tho Japo employed oight plano a ill oach raid. At /.IAKDl forty­
oix casualties wore #Ufterod, or those five wore killed and seven oer iouoly 
l.lljured. No oaterial dl!lllage waa IN Stained. One or the 008'1)' plones was 
allot do., by a fiahter oporat.in& tr<m UAY.DI . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HltADQUARTF.RS OP TUB COMMAI'IDeR IN CIIIIW 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASJUNGTOS, D. C. 

4 p .m. 17 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACI FIC (Cont'd.) 

During the night o!' 14-15 J anunry , about six enemy bombs were dropped 
on TOROKI NA, OOUGAINVlll.E ISLAND, No damage '"as sust ained. 

An unreported number of tor pedo and dive bombers , attacked enemy posi-
tions f r om 3:00 p ,m,, 15 Janun.ry to 3:00p.m., 16 January, in t he north TOROKllJA 
section, BOUGAIN\TILLE ISLAND. Definite results ·~~ere not reported, although the 8.1: 
was well covered. 

At 9 :30 a.m., 15 January, twenty- f our Liberator s and sixty-two fighters 
bombed the plantation at EAST CAPE, N:El'l LRELAND. 

On 15 January, Airacobras strafed eleven barges and t hree t rucks at CHABAI , 
OOUGAlliVILLE I SLAND. Two of the barges were sunk. 

During the day, an unreported number of Corsairs bombed the enemy supply 
area ut llARIRICI, southeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA EAY. Bombs were also dropped on 
bridges over t he 'l'EKBSSI RIVER , and on a bridge in the vicinity of the NO!.!OITY 
MISSION-l..!A!!..AGAJA ROAD, southwest BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND. 

At 10:40 p ,m', l4 January and at 2 :10 a .m. 15 January, three Liberators 
struck LAKUN AI . One bombed TOBER A and another bombed t he northeast section of 
RABAUL ro:rn, ~'J!l,V BRITAIN, No enemy planes were encount ered, 

Later 
thirty-two 
reported. 

reports indicate that in the engagement over RABAUL on l4 January, 
enefi\Y' planes were shot down instead of twenty-nine as previously 
Thirt een were probably shot down instead of sixteen, 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
lf£AD<IUART1tll5 M 'tilE COMMANDER IN CIIUtP 

~AVY OI!PARTliSNT. WArHI~GTO!ol. 0 , C. 

9 a .m. 17 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL P/CI FIC (Cont ' d . ) 

~( 
At 2 :50p. m. , 16 January, nine Uitcholls attacked onem,y shipping and 

installati ons at IL\LOELAP, l.!A!l!'i!ALL I SLANDS. One medi UJ!l size f reig)lter 
and a small f r eight er !!Ore possibly sunk . A fuel dump, hangars, buildings 
and the runway wer e dB~Uagod. Four and possi bly five gr ounded mediuc enOI!Iy 
bombers wore d"""'8ed . Forty t o fifty enOI!IY fighters inter ce]:t.ed and of 
t hese, two were probably destr oyed . 71e lost one bomber , one sua t a1ned major 
d&"Uage and seven other s minor d&'l14.ge. Two of the personnel were inj~d . 

The submarine SSANORSE sank a loaded mediwa cnem,y t ransport about 330 /I 
miles nort h-.erl of TRUK. J I 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
UIUI.oQvARTUS 01' Tt12 C0MJ.IA.."0Elt I~ C'HIP.F 

NAvy DEPART)I f!.~T. WA$tliNGTC.lN', D. C 

9 a.m. 17 JanuiU"J 1944 . 

SOU'l\i AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

During the night of 13-14 JMuary, en.,.y planes dropped b001bs on 
t he RUSSELL ISUNDS, SEGI , TOROKINA end !.!liNDA. One grounded di ve bombe.r 
was demoliehed and a torpedo bomber damaged. The mat at the PIV A air 
strip was slight ly da'Olllged . tlo casualties were sustained. One ene:ny 
plane was shot down by a Cor sair. 

During the night of 13- 1.4 January, en'"'<)' inst.allations in the RABAUL, 
NE'.'I aliTAIII area, were Wider air attack. Six Liberator s etruck at LAKUNAI, 
five attacked VANUKUNAU and two dropped banb~ on RABAUL T071N. !.!ALAGUNA 
was attacked by one Liberator as was RAPPOPO. Two Liberators bombed 
KIHILI, OOUGAilJVIW ISLAND. A lorge explosion ••as obse rved at LAKUNAI 
and hits l\~re $Cored on revetments and the runway. Several snall fires 
were started at VAA'UKUNAU . LAKUNA was later bombed by six torpedo bombers, 
but results wero not reported . 

On the earl1 mor ning or 14 January, 
CAPE GAZELLE and EAST CAPE, NE:V IRELJ\IID . 
our planes failed to return. 

twel ve Uitchells bombed VJ.IfUKUliAU, 
Retn>lts weu unobserved. One of 

(j At 12 :30 p. m., 1.4 Jonuary, thirty- six dive bon:ber s , sixteen torpedo 
bombers, and seventy-three f i gllters, attacked enemy shipping in Sll.'J'SOIJ 
HAREK:lR, RABWL, NE"fl IRELAND. Direct hit s ..ere scored on seven c::ugo ves­
sels and a number or near mi.sses were observed. A direct hit and !ow- near 
misses were scored on a destroyer . One direct hit wa.s observed on 'fd\at 
appeared to be a l igllt cruiser. During the a9proo.ch thirty enemy fighters 
were enoo untored and during the attack s1fY or s~venty enemy tightoro in­
tercepted our planes. Twenty-nine enemy i ghters were shot down and sixteen 
probably shot down . We lost t en pl anes, but four pilots were recovered. --- -

At 3 :30p.m., 14 January, twelv.. dive banbers and five Airecobr ao 
dropped bombs in t ho vicinity of WAKUNAI , ""st N1A!A NUMA, OOUG.uNVIW 

I 

ISLAND . During tho da,y, air patrole bombed and strafed NUio!A NUllA and TU,'EKAU . 
A number of huts were destroyed. 

At 3: 50 p. m. , 1.4 J anuary, a Lightning f i ghter shot down one onell\Y plene 
(type unidentified), in tho vicinity of TOROKINA, 00\JGAINVIW IS!. MD. This / 
brought the total ot enemy planeo destroyed, during 1.4 Ja'\uary, to thirt y-
one and sixteen prob&bl ea. 
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UNIT ED STATES FLEET 
HEADOUAaTUS cw 1'Hil COi.J.uA."oa 1"" amr 

KAVT DU'Atnlb'T, WAJIII'C'ro."f 0 C. 

9 a. Cl. 16 January 1944. 

SOUTH A'ID CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cent 'd,) 

At 3:00 a .m., 15 January, twelve Liberatore bombed OOI nnd NA\'UR 
ISLANDS, KI'IAJALE.IN ATOLL, Man;-- fire o and largo oxploaiono, vhible 
for t hirty mil .. , irdicated considereble da.~aso . No ontmy p1o.nos were 
encountered, All our planes returned. 

Later that morn.ing , t hree l!itcholls made a low altitude attack on 
ehipping at 1'101'.1!. One medium oize cargo v .. ool wao allllk and t><o othoro 
pooaibl y damaged . Intonoe antiaircraft tiro d...a&ed ono ot our bar.ber s . 
All our plant a returned . 

the oubClarine PU?Fl!:!l, returnod !rca patrol ot ~he 1.!.\h'll..\ area, atter 
sinking ono d .. troyer (11 868 tons}, and c~ama&l.na 25,200 tons ot onem,y 
aldpping. All additional 5, 800 tons wu poaaibly ~. 

tho autn&riJit BALAO, returned !rom patrol of ~he '!'?.OX aroa e.nd the 
BISl!ARC!( A.'lCI!IP!LAOO, otter d$!:lag1ng one S, SOO ton tnOOI)r' freiahter• trans­
port . 
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CONL'<CI< r:~~·-Pr 
U NITED STATES FLEET 

lfiAOQUAN:TII:S OP THI! COlo&WAJr(fiU IN CtUfP 

NAVY DIPAI1"t.ll.!o!T'. WAJJIIHOTOK. I) C 

<>\t F- C R B T 4 p.m. 15 January 1944. 
<II~ SOOTH AN'D CE!ITP.AL PACIFIC (Cont'd , ) 

Dur~ tho nlsi>L ot 12-1) January, ol.xl.oon Libor&~oro •~Lacked tho 
1.\llllllJ runw~ and Lt.. revet.:oen~ &roa at TO~A, !UBAIIL Area, NFll 
BR1TIJN. Light ant.1&1rcra!t !ire al1&11tl7 dna&ed one of our planoo. 

At 5:)0 a.m. 1) January, six torpedo boloboro lOW'Iched torpedoes 
a&&inst enooy oarso vouelo in S~S:lll H!.!\Bal, RABAIIL Area, !fEr/ I!J\lTAIN. 
Re5Ults of thil attaek were unobserveo. . All or our planes returned, but 
one wu d"""'8ed by light antiaircraft fire , 

At 5:55a.m. 13 January, eleven W.tcholle COlllj)lotod bolllbing and 
strafing attacko on TOB::aA, RAPOPO and t ho \'IIDZ BAY Area, N'!.'~ I!J\ITAIII, 
Re~ts were not reported. 

On 1) Jan\W')' tho TINPUTS Area, !Xl:!Tll !I.JU<lAI~"VlLIZ lSLJ..'iD, was 
atrate<l by four Airacobru and a fire start.od. A~ obrut the ,.,. tl..u, 
~hree dive bCICObors donroyed one end ot tho i'U:UAT A ll!'rcl'\ bridge, south 
interior l!OilGA.n;nus 151.\!ID. 

An unreported number of en~ plano• 1nottoct 1voly dropped ! our 
bcnbs southwoet ot tho BARAKOl.!A Airstrip, VELLA LAVELLA, durins tho early 
morning or 1) JIU\u&ry. 

On 1) January, JAPAifESli: positions in tho NlJl.!A ~'ll'.JA Area, north BOUOAI!l­
VILLE ISLAXD, were bolcbecl by twelve dive bombers . 

At 5:00 p . a ., 13 January, a JAPAIIZS:l bomber dropped five bolobo 1n tho 

{\ 

repair area or tho IM:DA airstrip, Mlr ~A. Throe of ow- grounded 
planes were ba<lly dOfl.!lfi';: and sveJU~Cre auatainod..daolage . A nu:lbor of 
fuel 4ruoa wore ••~ on e. In a second a~~ack, ~he ·~ plano dropped 
five mor-e boltba nort.h or the airstrip, killed one aan, woWlded twentT­
tbreo ~ poroonnol . 

On the oarl,y morning or 14 January, a recoM&iuance plano strafed 
two boachod one~ bars•• on the sout heast shore or FEHI ISLAND, oaet or 
NEl'f IRE.LAND • 

t 
At 6:10 a.111. 14 January, a J.ll'.<!IESE plano oneokod in behind ~hroo 

ot our planeo, cOOling into TREASURY ISLAND, drgpped three bombs, which 
killed one aan and wounded nino, but cauood no utorial dM~&go. 

At 9:01 p.s. 14 January, a barge (t~ unropor~ed) 1n tow or a 
tanker was torpedoed apparently by an enOII)' ouburino about two hundred 
and sevent.7 miloa ou~ or ii.Si'lRI'IU SAlim. l'our~oon survivors have boon 
recovered; eight are reported m1••1ns· 
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UNITED STATES PL.EET 
liUDQUARTt'..RS OF THY. CO~MAJ"OI!it IS CUIP.F 

NAVY Df..PARTMI!.~T, WASHI I'OGTO~. D, C, 

9 a .m. 15 January 1944. 

SOOTH AIID C::NTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

Phot ographs taken of the J.lit ehell b""'ber att ack on MALOELAF, ll January, 
show a destroyer on fire an~ a J ,OOO t~enzy" ~·J.!!l\~r ~IJ.. fire . 

Durine the afternoon of 12 January, twenty-oneDauntleso divo bornber o and 
twent y Airaeobras, operating from APA!!A!.!A, Gll.JlERT ISLANDS, dropped six tons of 
bOlllbo on !.!IU.E and start od a slllall fire. No on""'Y plane• were encountered , 
Two dive bombers were slightly damaged by heavy antiaircr aft fire . 

On the late afternoon of lJ January, nino J.litehells, operating f rau TARX.VA, 
bombed and st rafed enoJey installations at \'IOTJE, UARSHALL ISLANDS. Hits were 
scored on a number of &~ vessel&. No enl!!a!J' pl anes were encount.ere~ ______ .... --

Duri ng tho morning of 13 January, twenty-one Dauntless dive bomber s and 
sixteen Airacobrao baobod the barracks area on UILLB and strafed six grounded 
planes . 'l'dO fireo V<er e st arted in the barracks area, but result s of the attack 
~e planes were not observed . No airborne enemy planes were encountered. 
One dive bomber was da:naaod by l ight antiaircraft !ire. 

At 7:45 a.m. 1.3 January, 8!1.. unre~rted l!!!!Jl!>eLd..9ur...llll.at.r.»~el'~ ,com.l'leted 
a bombard:nent of the north coast o~ .OOrciJ!i"VILLE ISLAND. The CHIIIPUTTS- IA.'UU 
Areao and the camp area ~ .. t RURI BAy were wellco';;ered •• A number or fires otart ed. 

During the night of 12-1;3 Jmuary, one eneJey plane dropped a barb without 
effect in the TOROI<IIIA Area, OOUGAINVILLE ISLAIID. At t he same time, one enoJey 
plane wao shot down by a Ventura night fighter. 

At 4:00 a.m. 13 January, an unidentified Allied plane dropped a bomb and 
st arted a largo fire on KONDAKANIMBOKO I SLAND, CHOISEUL BAY. 

The oubmarine RAY oank 10,020 tons of eneJey shipping and probabl y sank } / 
18,686 toM. --The submarine SEAI'iOLF reported blowing up a medium oized freighter loaded )/ 
with gasoline on l1o J anuar:y, If 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HMOQUARTJ!RS OP Tilt COMMA~DER IN Clllt,P 

.NAVY' DBPAitTMIU-"T, Wlt!!II"'OTO!'l. D. C. 

9 a .m. JJ. January 1944. 

SOUTH AND CEJITRAL PJ.CIFIC (Cont ' d , ) 

At 1:50 a . m., 1.3 January, one one~ plane believed to be a ""'dium borrl>er, 
dropped s ix 100 pound bombs on t ho l!UNOA air strip . Two men were slightl y 
wounded, one grounded Liberator and a to.rpedo bomber were olightly damaged. 

During the night of 12-1.3 January, about twelve to fti'teen enemy bombers 
dropped bombs on TA.~K/IA, One Ventura was seriously damaged and six others 
sustained minor damt1ge . A S!>All amount of clr\tll gasoline was destroyed. The 
""'chine •hop at UULLINIX air fieLd was destroyed. Personnel casualties : one 
dead, five injured. 

On 12 January, eight Liber ator s, attacked enemy shipping at KWAJALEIN, 
MARSHALL ISLA!IOS . Four medium site cargo vessels and t wo 150 foot vessels 
""re set on fire. Hit• ...,re scored on •hore inetallation•. Eight grounded 
enemy plane! were destroyed by straf'ing . No enemy planes were eneoW'ltered 
but t\'00 of our bCillbers suetoinod damage by antiaircraft tire . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.M.ocuAJtTr.:u or nl& CO,Ir.tA~DEJt ~~ CHmP 

NAVY Dri1AITNICJ"T· WASIUSGTO~. D C. 

9 a.m . 14 January 1944. 

SJUTH .IJID CENTRAL P /CIPIC ( Cont 1 d. ) 

Durin& the night or ll January, oixteen Liberators attacked TAROA, 
l!ARSHALL ISLANDS. This attac.c •• reported in tbo 100rning -=ar:r ot 13 
January, but at that t.ir.a the tar~t was unkncnm. 

On ll January, tour Airacobraa atrated the ~WA IIUIIA area, on the nortb­
oaat eontr&l eoaot or llOOOAINVlllZ ISL.IJID . Results .... re not roport·ed . 

Duri"'l th e night of ll- l2 January, a night fighter boltbed the enOllly 
bivouac orea at BONIS, north JlOUGAIUVILlE ! SLANt>, and atarted a number of 
Ciru. 

Thirteen llitehello, at 6:40 a.ru. , l2 January, attacked air field installa­
tions at WNAY.AIIU, RABAUL area, 11!:;7 BRITAIN. Seven voundod "'*"Y plnnes 
were destroyed. In adclitJ.on, about eix ehips or barges • re etrated in 
KEitAVlA BAY . Results ot t hio attack were unreported. llo on""'7 planes were 
encountered. All our planes returned. 

During the night of l2-l3 January, our positions on TR::ASURY ISL.IND were 
raided three tiJ:leo by oix p1anoe in each raid. About rittoon bombs dropped 
on tho eaetorn end or S'l'Il!Llii"C ISLAIID, killed fivo men and ""unded fifty-two. 
llaterial d~n~s.ge, 1t any, hao not been reported . 

fir y t 
At ll•4l a.m., l2 January, rrlMhen Li berators, escorted by fi.fty-t.wo 

fighters, b<r.lbed TOBER A, RABAIJL 1er.ea, NE:'I !RITAIN. A numb or or nits were 
scored on a road -i>Lthe .Jl.c1nity ohho runway and near tho south re\•etments . 
Tho ucorti"'l plane• •"'l&Sod about thirt1-tour ene:!IT lighters and destroyed 
throe. Two J>Ore ene:=y planes were &hot c19Wil by tho booabors and three core 
probably &hot down . Two ~ Liberators were da::>aaed b:; aerial bo:!>bs and 
au t!>k• was doeagod by e""'')' lighters. 

At 11:32 a .m., l2 January, ono Liber ator dropped bo:nba on the BUKA :rupp l,y 
area and another bocbed KIHILI, early on t he afternoon ot tho aamo da.Y . Both 
planes returned. 

At )100 p. m. , l2 Januory, two torpedo bOMber s struck at On&JliY br idges, 
llO!iOITU area, BOUOAll'VIUE ISLAIID. 

On l3 January, one Airacobra bccbed the northeast coaot of OOOOAI!:v!LlE 
ISL.I!ID and aot six huts on tiro. Pour Kitty!tallks atratecl !lAVA Hti!IIDR, north 
BOUCID"VVLLJ! . Result. wore not observed . 
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UNIT ED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAIT11tl ~ Til& CoMMAXOill HI 0111:, 

'tiAVY Olti'AitTMitP.'T, WA!J!II\(;TON. D, C 

SOU'nl A!!P Cf2!T!W. PACIFIC ( Cont' d, l 

9 •••• l J J&n<aJ7 1944. 

Dl&riJoi tho ni&)lt of U J&DUJ7, another on-.r plano dropped oigbt boloba 
in tho wat,.- at IWtDi. J.ci41Uonal ·~ planoo wwo <¥ror IJ'I!IWIJ. , droppiDg 
bolobe at tho aout- t ODd or tho air atrlp with no daMe• · , 

At dllll<, co U JanUJ7, nino Wl.teholl • diua bolobero , hit ahipping and 

\) 

antlairorott ina:latiooo on tho II.U.OSLJ.P~~At~o~ll~,~~~~~~~~~~~ll'"d 
X one ! 
on BEBI, TJAN, TAR and OU.OT woro d...., god, Soou tivo to 

aeYon Zaroa ot t...,tod an intorcoption and two woro probabl;r daugod , AU our 
planoa rotl.ll'l'lod, but two rocoivod ali&ht damage . 

l 
~ tho n1sht of U Janii&JT, tho aul:Barine S'TIIROl.llN ottockod a aovm­

ahip oacort.od conv07 near BUIIOO SOlDO, WPD!B watora, and ado ona torpodo hit 
in a 7,000 ton tanker, Tho 0111Darine SE.\71'0!.!', which wao in tho vicinitT, 
roport.o that abo ounk tho crippled tanker alC>ni! witb tho tow1n& ahip tor a total 
ot 16, 000 tona, 

- 764 -

Regraded Unclassified



UN ITED STATBS FLEET 
llltADOUAaTIH 01 TH!I C0.MWANDfUt IN Quo 

tfAVY DIPAJn"MI!ltT. WAfJIINCTO:t, D C' 

9 a ••• l ) J&nll&I'T 1944. 

SOliDI M'TI mi!!W. PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

On U JanU&JY, at 1•43 p. a., ti&htotft Annaore, tort,-oij~ht Oauntlou 
planoo, with twont,r-two ti&htora, b<xlbocl CAP! ST, GBO!lOE, NU IREIJJID. Th'7 
lll&dt thrft bite on anti &iroratt poaitiora, noar the radar otation, otarted a 
tiro and daolhhed ono lluildi.oa. Tho onqo <lid not intoroopt, but twent.r­
oi&ht bi&b tl.Tin& l.iihtllina• d .. tro,yed a Zoro, and prob&bl7 knocked dowo tour 
_..,,.., All our pl&noo r eturned. 

On ll JanuaJ')', at l O•lS • ·"'· , olx Dauntlooo <lin bc>abfloo bit tho bivouac 
ar .. at IIAII'ARI'J(A, !lli'RESS AUCUSTA BAY, with unobaened roeulto. 

The IIOSIGI!TTA b1YOU&C ar .. , l!IO'RESS AUGUSTA BAY, wae bombed U Janu8J7 at 
2r)O p, ra. , by four Dauntleu dive bcmbero e.nd. two Avenaero. The roeulto wert 
!plraported. 

llur1.n& U Janua'7, two Oigbta ot Airacobrao tro"' 'OO!latiNA etrated the 
.. at CO&It or BOUGADIVII.LI !rom ~'UIIA ~1JIIA to kORCIIIJIA. Rooulto Wlrt not oboonoc 

llu.rin& tho ni&ht or l~U Janua'7, a patrol plant !roOl CUAilAI.CJJiJ.L -.c! 
tho radar at CAPE ST. a!Xli!G!, ~'l!ll' IREJ..I.I\'1). Roaulta wore not roporto<l. 

JJ 

It 11 reported that t1ghtoro e.nd. Libtratoro, und.tr c....and ot Achiral 
Halo07, ba•• <l .. tro,yo<l, in t ho air, hotwoan )0 ooc .. hor - 7 Januar.r mqo 
plant• in tho OIIOWlt or 0111 hund.red and tin • . 

Durin& t ho night or u J&nU&JY. aixtttn Liberator• bit an unroporto<l 
taraot in tb& eootom IIARSHALLS, atartina t1roo wl\l.eh wore vioiblt tor tort,y 
.Uoo, l!l:a:p1oo1ooo wort &lao , • .,, 'l'tro twiD-"'&ino<l - plan to wort <loott'07ed, 
All OQr plan•• r.tum.ct. 

Durin& the ni&bt or U Janua'7, tin Liberator a bcllbo<l IIILLl! Atoll with 
unob11"ed roaulto. No lolita or eaeualt1oo wort &uttered b,y our planu. 

On U JanU&JY, a t 1•00 p.a,, t«> Na"7 Lib&ratora Mdt a lo .... l nal attack 
on Kl!AJALm lSLAN1l &4ain1t obippina. Our tll&bt roeabo<l no interception troa 
tho ..,_ and tboir anti&iroratt tiro woo waal<, 'l'tro tro1gbtero wart o\Olk and. 

tour .,, 1 er ooea were ~eel. Boeb hit. a were ecorid en &nEUirCrlit poei­
t .1ono at uch tlld ot tba loDn<1. 'l'tro pl&nu on tho tl.r1n& t1ald wort atrato<l, 
Docko, radi.o et&tion baadquartero and otoro boua .. on DIUBIL ISLAND wart burned. 

No daa&&• or ca~tioo wera outtarod b,y our plan••· 

Durina tho/ ni&ht or 10 Januaey. .., ..,_ bcllober droppo<l tour bcllbl into 

tho la.coon at TAIUIIA, No d&U&t woo incurred, 
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UNITED STA TE S FLE ET 
II:&A.DQUARTUS 01 Til& Co•u.aAtml l 1.., CHID' 

MAVY DUAR'T'N.&ST, W~II~GTO:-o, 0 C 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d, ) 

9 a .a. 13 January 1944. 

On 9 Janu&ry, at 9:0.5 p,a,, eix ld tell ell bolllbere bombed. the LUKUNAI air­
f ield, RABAUL, with unobserved. ruulte. 
/ 

Shortly e!ter addnight 10 January, one of our night tighter• bombed 
RABAUL, etartil'18 large tiru ancl explocting bouaaa in the north .... t comer ot 
SIIIPsoel IIARBOR. It also etra!ed. ancl put out a eearohlight near the hospital . 

On 10 January, at 12:20 p.a. , anenteen llitchall bolobera, twenty-two 
Dauntlau plan .. and ai.xty-eight fighters, baabed. the inetallatione at CAPS 
ST. cmRG£, liB1f IRELAND. One boab waa dropped on antiaircraft poeitione 
northweat ot the lighthouse. Although three to !be Zeros were in the vicinit:r, 
th-.r oftared no resistance. Our planee received light antiaircraft !ira, but 
all _our planes returned. 

On 10 Janu&ry, at 2:00 P•••, five Avefl8ere bombed eniiii\Y aupply araae in 
the vicinity or YARIRIEI RIVER, aoutheaet KWPRSSS AUGUSTA BAY, deetroying !iva 

~· 
During 10 January, patrol plan.ee troa our tiald at TOR(J(INA, bombed and 

atra!ed. the CHABAI Area, BUKA. 

On 10 Janu&1'70 at 1:25 p,.ll, , ten Liberatore bit the VUNAKJ.NAU airdrome 
at RABAUL, with unobaerved. reaults. 

A lit tle later the same day , at 1:40 p.~. , !iva Liberators bombed KIHlLI 1 s 
supply area, and tour additional Liberatore bombed BUKA 1 e Chinatown section, 
starting two tirea. 

Betw.-. 10 J&llU&l7 1 10:08 P••·• and 11 January, 3:26 a .111., twenty Liberatore 
ude in4ividual attac:ke on target. at RABAUL. Boaob drops were made oo LAX1JNAI, 
VUNAKAIIAU ancl 'IOIII!RA air!ialda with unobserved reeulte . 

One ot our low t171na boolb•• was d&~~~~&ad alJ.&htly by antiaircra!t tire, 
'lW an...., planes which ware obaarvad near the !orMtion o!!ered no intercepticn, 
All our planes returned, .. 

During tbe afternoon ot 11 January, one ot our patrol planea rroa GUAD.U,.. 
CANAL, etra!ad !ive barges or aampane in a -u ba,y on the weet coast of Nm 
IRBLAND, appraxiutel.y fi!ty adlu aoutb of KAVl:I!NG, NE'II IllEU.ND. 
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e a.m. 13 January l e44. 

It ia reported that ti&htera and Liberatora , under oom=and ot 
Admiral Rabey , han deatroyed, in the air , between 30 December -
1 January enn~y planes i n the &lllount ot 106, 

On 11 January, at lrOO p.m., ten Navy Liberatore made a low-le•el 
attack on KI'IAJAI.!I ll I SLAND a~:ainat ohippinl: • Ou.r t Heht reooiYed no 
iatercoption troll the oneay and their antiaircraft fire no weak, Two 
troi&htera ,.. ... eunlc and tour omaller onee wore d.....,;od. Boo:b h1 ta 
were acorod on antiaircraft poaitiona at each end ot tho ialand, r ,... 
plane• on tho tlyin& field wo re atraf ad. Dooka , radio etatlon head­
quarters and etoro houaea co ENUBIL ISLAND wore burned. No damage or 
oaeual tioe we re euffored by our planes , 

At duelc, on l J Januery, nine Mitchell medium bombore, hi t ahippins 
and antiairorar t 1netallet1ona on tho KALOELAP Atoll . Two 600 pound 
bollb• hit a 6,000 ton froishter amidehipa , probably ainkinf: her , A 
li&ht oruiaer or doatroyer waa hit by one 600 pound baob and further 
dam&£od by etrafin&• A 160 foot aloop ne eunk. Antiaircraft inatal­
l atione on BEBI , THAN, TAR and OLLOT ISLANDS wore da,...god . Some 5 t o 
7 Zoroa attempt ed an interception and two wore probably damaged. All 
our planoa returned, but two rocoiYod alisht damage , 

Our~ tho night ot 11 January, tho eubllt.r U.o STtTROEOII at tacked a 
7-ahip oaoor t od con•oy near BUliGO SUlDO, !!IIPIRE .... tera , and lit. de on• 
torpedo hit in a 7, 000 ton tanker . Tho aubmar i no SRAWOLP, which wee in 
the •ioini ty, reports that oho aunk tho crippled tanker along w1 th tho 
towi~ ahip for a total ot 16,000 tone , 

SECRET 
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UN ITED STATES FLE ET 
ttltAOQt!Am~•• M nne CO>.tMA1'iDtUt u1 CHn .. Jt 

ltAVY DII'ARTIIII)OT, W:\$JIJS(i;TON, 0 t . 

4 p.m. ll January 1944. 

SOU'I!l 4~0 C!1JTilAI. PACIFIC (Cont. 'd. ) 

A ""re detailed report or the SUl'!aee ba:>bardunt duting tho nii?Pt 
ot 8 JU\u&ry, of the SHOitTLAI.tl-POPMA.':G-FAlSI area, indieat .. t hat Tulc 
l'oreo 38, cocprioiJl& the l!&ht eruieers HO::oi»LU ....S ST. LOUIS and five 
deotro)'llra, thoroU8tiJ.y covered POPORA.'IG ISLJ.I<D with thirteen hundred six­
inch and two thousand fivo-inch ahella, llhich started three fires and un­
doubtodlT ailenced the ahore b&tterioo. KOROVO, on tho aoutheastern side 
of SHORn.AIID ISL.IND, ,...s aleo attacked and blanketed by a t housand ai.x-inch 
and eieht hundred twenty-five tivo-ineh shells, Which i&nitod a fuel dUM9 
that burned for .. veral houro. Enemy !mown shoro batteries returned our 
tiro only at intervale b11t their nearest oplaahee missed our ship• by abo11t 
live hundred yardo. Daopito a well placed enOJ:IY atar shell pattern, the 
1100ko acroen put down by our van destroyers, etroctively blot ted out our 
l!&ht crui...,rs , 

During the nii?Pt of l C>-11 January, one of our patrol plane a, !r<:~~~ the 
TOROKlllA airfield bocbed inter-bland barge traffic in tho C!(()Js;!lJL BAI 
orea, Clllll>IDL I SLAIJ>. One barge was ounlc ond one wu demaged . 

On l l January, at lt)O p.m., a patrol pl ane !rotJO CUADALCA!IAI., reported 
ahooting down one enemy bcmber ott the oouthern end of WSSAU ISLAND . 

OOUGAWVI UE GROU!:O SJTUAnON 

On 10 Janll41'Y, Caopany I or the 82nd lnlantry, opened an attack aaainot 
tho eneci,Y on the south side of tho east to wut trail, near the eastern end 
ot our defenses at TOROKI!IA. Twenty-tin of the enaoQ' wore ldl.led. OUr onl7 
caoualty; one o!ticer, who wu el11?Pt1y ..,unded. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lhtAOQUARTitU 01' T U_E C0Mt.lANDER Ut CIUtlt 

14AVY Ol!rART1o(~T. WAJUI~GTON. 0 C. 

9 a.m. 11 January l94lo. 

SOUTH AND C~NTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd. ) 

On 10 Jo.nuar;y (east lon&itude date), navy Narch Liberators bombed 

lr.lAJAUll!i ISLAND without inhrruption fi"OQ enm;y Cithtero. Antiaircr&tt 

tire •ao encountered but all our plan .. returned oatoly. 

Durin& the night or 10 January (east lon&itude date). navr oeo.rch 

Liberators mads a mine plant on and also attacked ~IOTJE fi'OCI a very low 

altitude. Large tireo were otart,ed and ant.iaircr&l't instillati on• were 

db-atd. Two enol~,)' plane• •re destro)'Wd, one nall tanker and a petrol 

vessel were sunk. 

In the evonin& of 10 Januarr (east longitude date), Army Liberatore 

bombed •orJE with unlcrown rcaults . 

0\:ring tho lllOrning or 9 January (eaat longitude date), llitehell 

bombers attacked DUDJI ISLAND, in the JALUIT A'!OLL. One near mios with 

a 500 pouhd bomb WGa ocorcd on t"" 100 toot vessela at the north end or 

OOOJI. One ot our planes waa daaged by antiaircraft firo and one man 

was 1110unded. 

The oube>arino CATO, returning tr0111 a war petrol, in tho aouth,..ot 

PACIFIC , reports ao tollO'I<s: 

29 Noveober - south ot PE:I.SN, damaged a freighter or 500 t ons. 

JO liove!:lbor - in tho ... , general vicinity, aunk a treigMer-tranaport 

ot 5,600 tons. 

20 December - while patrolling eouth of PE:L.E\1, tired six torpedoea at 

two eouth bound l.!A.'li!S, with two eacorts, and sunk a 
freighter-tanker ot 9,000 tons and a freighter or 6,500 
tons. 

The GATO was severely depth- charged oubseq11en1o to t he attack. She our ­

ta.cod two hours later to tind an WlO>q>loded depth-charge on her deck, juat 

over the attar battery. !'l>tiepth-eharce waa !loatod ott in a rubber boat 

i!lJ!opea ~ tho Jap ascort1 might cent ch&rgin& dO'I<n on it. l'llilo aaking 

a ourtaoe ooar<:h tor the targeta aha had hit, tho GA10 ran into the ahip'e 

e scorte, but evadod them. 

The oulll:>&rine FLIDJ:l FISH, returning trom a patrol in the CE!m\J.L 

PACIJ'lC, report a ainkin& one freighter and one tanker &lrin& Deeel>er, tor 

a totll or 15,000 tone . 

The subnarine SEAl'OLF, on 10 Januar;y, aunk one freighter. 
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UNITED STA T ES FLE ET 
llEADOUA.lTUS Of' Tttr. CO>t:JA!iDD I~ CIIICP 

NAVY DUAt'ni&NT. WASIU~CTO!'i, D C. 

4 p.a. 10 J&n\141'7 1944 

souTH AND CJN!RAL PAcr,rc <Coot'<~. > 

Durin& the night o! 8-9 Jtnua1'7, an unroporte4 nud>er ot Venturu c1roppe4 
boalba on POPORANG ISLAND. Ru ulta were not reporta4. 

At lt.30 p.-. 9 Janu&J7, two aquadrona of Liberatore bolllba4 VUNAKANAU, 
WAUL ArM, IIIII BRII.liii, Ruulta .. re unreporta4. ill ot our plan .. returne4. 
At about the - tt-, tweot,-three clin bolllbera and aixteto torpe4o bolllbera, 
.. corte4 'b7 aeven aqua4rona of !i&hter plan .. , attacke4 !OBI!!IJ., RABAUL .lr .. , 
NEW BRIIADI. A DIIU>er o! hita -.re scored on tlte run..., and on antia.irera!t 
IUD podtioae, in the 'dcinit7 ot the runn,y. A grounde4 en~ p:UOe appeare4 
to han been deetro784. 

About tweln to !i!teen eD8111T lighters attacked our bolllbera and releue4 a 
nulllber o! aerial bOllbe without e!tect. Two din bolllbera and !our torpedo boabera 
were 4&JM&e4 'b7 en-,y tntiairoratt !i.re. The fighter ucort engaged abcut !ort7 
en-,r lighters and of these ahot down aixtetn1 and probal:il.y anotbn. We loat one 
Hellcat and two Utt7hawlce, 

At .3t20 p ,aa, 9 Janu&17, t., torpe4o bolllbere aet on tire a nlllllber ot hut a in 
tbe XIAREA .lr .. , eoutbweat l!OUGADIVILLE ISLAIID. 

At 9t44 a.a., 9 JanU&1'7, the BUllA seaplane ba .. waa bolllbed b7 ei&bt llit.ch.Ua. 
Results were ~~DNporte4, Another W.tchell 4roppa4 bcatla on the llliiLI auppl7 
area, 

On 9 January, eigbt Airacobrae etrated the IWIUSUN RIVER Area and the TIN PUTS 
Area , north OOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Reaulte were not obeernd. 

The lookout tower at CAPE DUIIGANOO, w .. t oout ot BOO ISLAND, wae atra!e4 
by !i&bter planes, Ruulta were unobaerYed. 

At .3•00 a.a. 10 January, two of our d..troyera beollb&rde4 the CIIOI.SiUL BAY 
.lrea, CHOISSUL lSI.Ah"D, A nlliber o! tires were atarte4. 
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UN ITED STATES F LEET 
HIADO\.IARTUS OP ntl C0M).IA.Sl)£t IN CH1tr 

NAVY DKPARTJU~'T. WASHJ"fCTO~ D C 

9 a.m. 10 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND C!ll-ITRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d . ) 

On t he n:orning o! 8 January, A recoMaiasanee plane strAfed four enem;y 
barges oft t he east eoaet ot A!!BITLE ISLAilD. One of t he barges was sub­
~ently beached. 'nle enii!Q' barge atagl.ng center, in the area, was also 
strafed. 

The submarine lliJSKEUJNGE, cperating in the PACIFIC, reported as follows: 

22 Docembe r - possibly damaged a 7,000 ton freighter. 

28 December - sank an ammunition carr ying vessel. 

6 January - da.uged a tanker. 
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COWJHCH nL& UNITED STATES F LEET 
H&ADQUAitTIIt 01' TUB CoMMAJH)J:R IN C'llll, 

~ t\~ NAVY DBJ1AitT).1RNT. WA!lUI''GTON, 0 , C. 

l! !~ift1 4 p.m. 9 January 191.4 . 

.,._<>": ...... •"'' SOUTH J,I!D CEN'M!AL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) ... 
At 10tl9 p.m. , 8 JaniW')', &ll UJ~Nported n\ll:lber ot United States ligllt 

ruituo and d .. tro;ers, baabardtd ttt. SI!CRTL~ID-!'AISI-POPORAIIG &r<~a. A 
mnber ot tires were start-ed. S.... eneQ)' shore tire wu encountered but 
thia ewuenUy was not ettective. 

At 9 :)0 a.o., 8 January, ten l.!itctt.lls attacked en~a~y concentrations on 
SIPOSAI and J<ONDAKANIILBOKO ISLANDS, CHOISEUL BAY area, CHOISWL ISL41.'D, 

At l :40 p.m., an unreported nWIIbor ot Liber ators dropped bo<nba on KIHIU. 
Ruulta ""re not reported. Tho Pl!RIATA RIVl'1! bridge, near KIA BAY, southwest 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAllD, wao p&rti&lly destroyed by aix torpedo bombers, Bombs 
...,,.. aleo dropped on a bivouac &ret. in tho vicinity, 

An unreported n=ber ot torpedo bombers, dive bo<nbora and Venturas, atrated 
an en--.y destroyer. three patrol cr&tt, and set on tire two ene.y barges, near 
BUKA PASSAGE. One Coroair ! &ilad to r eturn, 

An unidentitied United St aha wbcnarine, operating in tho CEIEBBS-<:ERAI! 
area, aanl< two and ciam.aaed one large onoey ship. 

An enem,y convoy wao attacked by an unidentitied United Statoo submarine, 
torty-tive ll!ile s southeast ot tho All'.liRALTY ISLAlfDS. Althouall ruults were 
not imtediately observed, a subsequent count or tho convoy indicated one ship 

saina. 

On 6 January, a reconnaiu&nco plane scored a SOO pound bomb hit on a 
....U t"""Q' vessel at JABO.'I, J.wJIT. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HRAOQUAJlTERS OP THI:t CO~lMA~DBP. lS CHlltF 

NAVY DE.PARTME~T, WA.SHINCTON. 0. C. 

9 a.m. 9 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND CBNTRAL PACIFIC (Cont•d.) 

An W>reported number of our motor torpedo boats, during t he night 
of 6- 7 January, engaged three en~<C¥ lancling craft off the southwest coast 
of BOUCAI~'VILIE I SLAID. Small caliber hits were scored by both sides. 
Enemy coastal guns iheffectively bombarded our boats during tho engagement. 

On the same night, an LCI gunboat shelled the CHOISWL BAY area, 
CHOISWL I SLAND, and a Ventura dropped bombs on IICIRGUSAIA ISLAND, southeast 
of SlllRTLAND ISLAND. 

On the ororning of 7 January 1 twenty-four dive bombers and eighteen tor-

{ 

pedo bombers, covered by eight squadrons of fight e r planes, attacked redar 
and antiaircraft installations on CAPE ST. CIDRCE, south NE\'1 IRELAJ>ID. A 
number of fires were started. Forty or seventy enii!IY fighters intercepted 
and attacked the bombers over ST. CECRCE CHANNEL. The en81JlY planes dropped 
a number of aerial bombs. Ten en~<C¥ fighters were destroyed and two probabl,y 
destroyed. We lost two bombers and three Hellcats, two of the latter by 
collision. - Another dive bomber crashed upon its return but the crew was 
recovered. · 

On 7 January, two Liberators dropped bombs on KIHIU, southeast BOUG/illl­
VILLE ISLAND, and another banbed KIETA, eas t coast of !lOU:: AIN'IILLS ISLAND. 
Results of theso attacke were not reported . 

At 11:32 a.m., 7 January, ten Liberators bombed VUNAKANAIJ, NEW BRITAIN. 
Results were unobserved. 

On the morning of 7 January, twenty-two Army Dauntless dive bombers and 
eleven Hellcats bombed and strafed J ALUIT . No enemy planes were encounter ed. 
Heavy ant,iaircraft fire damaged three of t he dive banbers . 

During the night of 7-8 January, an enemy reconnaissance plane dropped 
two bombs, without effect, on eeveral of our small patrol craft. in the vicinity 
of TOROKINA, EW'RBSS AUGUSTA BAY area . 

At 6:45 p .m. , 8 January, three enemy plane• dropped e ighteen bombs on 
T ARAJ'IA, ><l.thout damage . 
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UN I TE D ST AT ES FLEET 
HEADQUAi!TilR5 Of' TH& C03o1M~OIUI l lrf CHIItP 

NAVY DerARTML"'T. WA.'UU~GTOS. D. C. 

9 a.m. 8 January 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d , ) 

At m1<1night 6 JMuary, six Liberators, operating fran NUI<l! FETAU, 
El.l.lCE ISLANDS, am staging t hrough TA.'IAIVA, banbed TAROA, MAimLAP, MA.l!S!!ALL 
ISLAI/DS , l::igbt other Liberators bombed \VOTJE, llARS!!ALL I SLANDS. Large fires 
were obaerved at both places . No eneJQY planes were encountered . All of our 
plane • returned without damase . 

The submarine TJ41TOG, operating in the PACIFIC, reported aa follows : 

27 December - dan"8od one 8, 000 ton f r eigh ter and a 5,000 ton passenger 
vessel. 

3 January- sank two frei ght ers 6,680 tons am 3,000 tons, reapectively. 

The submarine PETO, on 7 J anuary, sank an 8, 200 ton f reighter one hundred 
Md ei ght y- five m1les north northwest of t he AIJI.!IRALTY 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
ltlADOuA&TD:t C. TilE CowKUDft L'f Onu 

XAVT D&PARTMD'T. WA.SfO~CTOS, D C 

4 P•"'· 7 JeniW'Y 1944. 

SOUTH AND CEim!AL PACIFIC (Cont ' d , ) 

During tho 1110:rn1tlg ot 6 January, an unreporhd nWJtber of Lightnings 
llhot dwon nine tntJIIY tl.glltor planee and four probaql.oo over RABAIJL, ~'El'l 
IRIT.UH. Two ot tho Lightning• failed to rotu.rn. / In oddition, ou.r planes 
stratod BORPOP, eouthoaot coo.ot of liD'/ IRELA.'ID, end dutroyod a grounded 
OntJIIY modiUil bOIIIbor. Villages ard houou between CAPS SEliA and CAPS 
NARUN, southeaet coast NEI'I IRELAND, wore also atratod . 

On 6 January, a Coroair wu attacl<e<l by twort.y or thirty .. em;r ~ter 
planes cwer ST. GEORGES CHAA'NE:L, but succeo<lod in oacaping aft ·e.r shooting 
dolm one or tho attackero. 

During 6 January, six llitchells bccbo<l and stratod installations at 
KUJQJRS PLANTATION, KOiiDAKANDIBOKO ond othar 1olan<le i n the CIDISEIJL B.U 
Area, 

At 10tl6 •·•· 6 January, teo IU.tchello 'bccl>od TONOLSI, ooutheast 
BOUO.UHVIU.E ISLAND, and posoibly damaged en~ o.ntiairoratt inatalla­
tiona , 

At ) tOO p.m. 6 January, three torpo<lo baobera attacko<l ICOSIGETTA, 
destroyed a1x hut s and possibly started a fire in an aomunition dWJtP, 

At 6 t4S p.m. 6 January, three Vonturas attacko<l inatallations at 
TJ!!IEK1JKUllE, in tho CHOISEIJL BAY Area, 

During tho night of 6-7 January, motor torpedo boa to wore bo:obod, 
apparently withOilt oft.et, three tilloa ott CAPS LJ.LALA.'i, eouth BUKA 
ISLA!;!), 
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CO~CH PlLI UNITED ST ATES F LEET 
H&AOOUARTDS OP T H.! COJdMANO!Jt I N CHIEF 

l'AVY DRPARTM'IlST, WAJru~CTOS, P, (:, 

SQUlH JJm CINTRJJ. PACIFIC (Copt. 14,) 

6 Jan1W7 1944 

Dw-111& theliiOnlil>g o! S Jan1W7, twtllt,-rOIU' di,.. boabere attacked e~ 
bi't'OII&C &l'IU &Dd brld&N 1n the rlcinit,. or IIIIVO and KIARAI, OOIItbwest 
interior ot BOOGAIIIVIU& ISLAND. A direct hit wu ecored 011 a bridge and a 
tire wao etarted at IIIIVO. 

\ 

Six lil.tch.Ua baeed and otrated •n-.r concentrat1o1>1 1n CHOISKUL B/J, 
northwNt CHOISIIIJL ISLAND, <lllr1n& the ..,ml.JI& or 5 Jenll&rY• Bniii,T barges near 
SIPOSI!I and GUPPt ISLANDS, CHOISEUL B.IJ, wore otrated b)' th .. e bollbaro, but 
r•.ulta w•r• unobecrYede 

At. lltJS •·•· S J&nllll7, nina lil.tchallo bollbed IIAHIU.IIISSI!Ji, ooutb 
interior BUKA ISLAI-.'D. RNIIlto ware unobeeM'ed. 

On the 1111e 100rning, eix Liberatore attacked aniii,T il>ltallationo on 
POI'ORAIIG ISIJ.Nil. Two other Liberatore bollbed TaiOLII, three .truck at 
KIIIIU, and one bombed FAURU ISLAIID, SIICJ!'l'lJJID ArN. RNIIlto or thaoa attack• 
..... WIObaOM'ed. 
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U N ITED STATES FLEET 
H BADQUAR"TRRS OF T J-IR CoMMANDER IN ClllHP 

NAVY l)£PARTM£:00"T, WA$UINGTON, 0. C. 

9 a.m. 6 January 1944. 

SOJTH Nro CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

During 4 January, seven Cors airs strafed four ei1BIIlY barges in ST. 
GEORGE CHANNEL, anc! apparently destroyed one which was observed to explode. 
These planes, l a ter, attacked the GAZEllE PENINSULA, NE'I/ B.'liTAIN coastline, 
ant started a number ot fires. 
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UNIT ED STATES FLEET 
H2ADQl!ARTP.:RS OP 'l'HF. C0M11At'O£X 11'0 Clitia' 

NAVY I)J!PARTMI'JI.'T, WAS.!II.NGTON, 0. C. 

9 a.m. 6 January 1944. 

SOOTH .IND C!!l!TlUL PACifiC (Cont 'd, ) 

On .3 January, an WU'oportod number ot Venturaa, oporatint tro.m TAJUi'IA, 
GILBER'I' I SLAilDS, acorod two hit a on a cargo t ransport at JALUIT, Reeulto 
of bombs dropped on another tranaport in the area wore not observed . 

On the oe;ne day, twenty-tour Army Dauntless dive bombers, covered by 
t wenty-tour Airacobras, attaekod IIIU.E, l.IARSHALL ISLANDS. No enemy pl anes 
were encOI.I.l\t ered . One of the fighter pl ane s was shot down by ontiaircratt 
tiro. 

Enomy pl anes dropped bombs on TJJ!IOVA, MAKIN and APAJ.!AMA, on t he night 
ot .3 January, and again on TJJ!IIliA, 4 Janu.ary, without damage to our in stella­
tiona. 

On tho morning of 4 January, eighteen Liberators, oparati ng from NAIICUEA, 
ELLICE ISLAliDS, dropped twenty-two tons of bombs with unobserved results on 
JALUIT, MARSHAlL ISLANDS . No enemy pl anes were encountered; four of our 
bombers sustained minor damage by antiaircraft fire. 

During the night of .3- 4 January, a Ventura dropped banbs on PCPCRANG 
ISLAliD, southeast OOUGAINVILI.E ISLAND, and started a number of I iroa, A 
night fighter dropped bombs on BUKA ISLIWD, 

An unreported number of Liberators attacked SOHAI/A ISLAND in BUKA PASSAGE, 
during the morning of 4 January. A number or hits "ere scored on the seaplane 
base and in the supply areas. 

At 6 : .35 a . m., 4 January, l!Al'IARAKA, centre! west coaot ot !IOUGAINVIILE 
ISLMID, wao bombed by two torpedo bombers. Bomba fell on a road and in t he 
vicinity of a bridge which was possibly damaged. 

At lltl5 a ,m,, tour Mitchells, dropped bombs on TONOLEI, sout heast 
OOUGAINVILLE ISLIWD. Results wore not r eported. 

At ll :.30 a,o,, 4 Janu&1'7, twel ve Mitchells att8Alked CHABAI, northwoot 
BOOGAINVIILE ISLAND. Ono tire waa started. 

During tbe &ttornoon or 4 January, forty•two fighters wore intercepted by 
thirty Japanese fighters onr RABA!JL, lim BRITAIN. Teo enemy plan .. wore 
t~hot dom and five more probably shot down . OUr losses, 1! any, were not 
reported, 

On 4 J anuary, BANIU, north BOOGAINVIILE ISLAND, wao bombed by four Aira~ 
eobraa, These planoo then strafed t ho OOtilS rum<ay and villages in the 
vicinity, Four other Air8Alobras machine gunned enamy poaitiono at PAPAS, on 
tho northoaat coast of OOUGAlllVILLS ISLAiiD . 
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U NITED STATES F LEET 
tliADQUAatti:S 01 nm: COWJ,,.uroc:• 1 ~ auu 

NAVY" DOAaTloa:oT, WAJJCI~~. P ( 

9 &,Ill, 5 January 1944. 

SOUtH AND CEm'RAL PACIFIC (Cont 1cl , ) 

At 8•00 p.111. , ) Janu..,., t en tnOCJ" planu rtJdecl APIJI.AJI.A, CILSERT 
I SLANDS . Two PB4l ' • .. re cloetroye~ and two were cl&masecl by the attack, 
insteecl ot alovon around•~ plenos as reported 1n a previous clespatch . 

- .!1llr-
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
~ or TKI ~.WA)tOU IM Oltu 

SAYY DlPAaTJ.ID"T. WAIHI'CT0.'111' D C 

4 Jan11&!'7 1944. 

s:lUTH AND CENntAL PACIPIC (Cont•d.) 

At ?:JO a.m. J Jaruary, oix Libent.oro bombed an enemy transport in 
KAVIENO, NEW IR!!L.\ND, Roaulta wore unoboorvod, Nineteen onozny fighte.re 
intercepted our bombors. Three enemy planu woro shot d.own. All o! our 
bombore returned, although one wao d.OQged. 

At 8:15 a,m, J January, throe Uborators d.roppod baobo on KIHILI, 
BOOOAINVII.l.E ISLAND. Reoulto wore unoboorved. Latar, aix llitchollo attack­
ed tbo bivouac area in tho vicl.nity. R .. ult.o o! thio attack wore not report­
ed. 

During tho ..,rn1ng o! J JUIJ&r7, three or our planoa boab«< SOHJJIA 
ISLA'lD in BUKA P.ASS.IGB, north or BOOOAih'VILUI LSLA.'iD. A !ire was atartod. 

On J Jan11&!'7, oigbtoon l£1tchollo attacked OD""7 oupply areas on tho 
ooutheaot t ip o! BII!(A ISLAND. A number o! hito """ observed. 

During t he oarl,y afternoon ot J Jan11&!'7, tort;r-tivo dive b001boro and 
twenty-tour torpedo bombers attacked on~ positions in tho SHORTLAND-
P AISI Area. A number of direct hi to were observed on heavy gun position•. 
A number ot firoo were started.. All o! our planes returned, altholl8h seven 
sustained damage by antiaircraft tiro. 

a.twoon 7 :40 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. J January, thirty-eigllt of our !ightoro 

II 
fought twenty Zeros over RABAUL. Five of tho onOIII)' planes wora ohot down, 
and tivo 110ro probebl,y shot down. Wo loot two Hollcat.a, one o! thoee being 
pUoted by llajor Bozington, llho toll &!tor abooting down his twenty-sixth 
oMIII)' plano , 
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UN IT ED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAI'Tt"ltl Of' TUI C0M)I.AN'DER Ut Cll l t~:P 

XAV'r' DIMITt>!l")'tT, WA!UII'tC:TO~ . D C. 

9 a.ru. 4 January 1944. 

SOU'DI A.~'ll C!N'I'RAL PACIFlC (Cont 1 d,) 

On 2 Jati\IU71 !iva Liberatoro, operat ing fr<D !:U.ICE ISLANDS, bombed 
WOTJI, IU!lSIULL ISLA!lDS. 0... Lo clouda, ruults wre not obaened. Out o! 
thiny •MOlT !ial>ter a t hat intercepted, ~t ,..,.. dutroyed and tive oore 
probablT doatro,..d. 

On the aau day, nine Liberators dropped bombs on TN!OA, IIALOl>LAP, 
IIARSIULL ISLANDS . Thirty ent1117 tighter planea intercepted and of tbeae two 
wre deatroyed and t wo probabl:r dutroyed. l'le loot throe Liberatore but 
ouoceeded in rescuing the crow of one , Your ot our plenee were aeverely 
dam-eod and others sustained minor domage. 

At about noon, 2 Januar:r, nine llitehelle banbed and ahelled with 75 
mnH,.ter annfire ohoro inotallati cru on JALUIT, IIARSIIALL ISLANDS. A n\Dber 
ot tirea wro started. Heavy enti&ircratt fire wu encountered and one ot 
our planea waa ohot <101111; another returned dac-ead. 

AL 8:00 P·"'·• 3 J"""&r71 an unreported n!Dber ot en~ planes bollbecl 
APAIIAII.A, GIIB!!:RT ISLA:ms, and destro:rod. elena grounded planes and d8l:laged 
two. Two ot the peroonnel wre killed, 

On 3 January, a roeonnaiuence plane attru:.kod and aeverol.T d!llna8ed 
a ....U cnoJIIY freighter torty-tivo ruilos northw aL ot lln.LE, IIAliSHALL ISLAIIDS, 

On tho • ...., da:r, another reconnai .. ance plane boA'.becl UJELANG ISLAND, 
ENI1'1&'1'0K ATOLL. A near miss wae oboerved near tho radio inot&l.lations . 

At 9 :25a.m. 4 Januar:r, &ircratt l'Nm Tulc Group 37.2 ( BJNI!ER HILL 
(CV) 1 IIOIItE!!EI (cVLL plus deetroyera) 1 attacked two tn&:l)' doatro,..rs in the 
UVIENG area, !ef Jl!ELAND, Both ot the vea.;elo were otru.ck b:r torpedoea and 
bcmbe and i t ia believed that one aank and t he other pouiblT aank. 

I 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
1-H~ADQ\JAitTICU <W T ill COMWAN"DIR IH C1111r 

t(AVY Dr:I'Ail'rMtt.~T. WASUIKVTO~. I) t;.: , 

9 a.m. 3 Janue.ry 1944. 

3JUT!l AND C!HTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d. ) 

At 10 :41 a.:ll., an unroport.d nu:ober of our Liberator a baobed the 
XIHIU AREA, BOUGill'VIUZ ISLAND. R .. ult.a wre unreported. 

Shortly after crldnillttt 2 J ...,..ry, a ""eonnaiuanee plane ba:lbed 
t.hreo oneay barges tive crllos ooutheaot. of O~A ISLAIID, ott 1011thoast 
BlOOAIIIVILLE ISLAND . A boo:!> hU wu ecore<l on one ot tho bargu. 

On 2 January, an unreported nwnber of our planes dropped 900 pounds 
ot bombs on ENYU ISLAND, BIKINI ATOLL, I.!ARSHALL ISLANDS. 

At. noon, 1 January, an Wll'oport.ecl nwnber of our p1anee sighted about 
twenty OMmy Zeros over RABAIJL. Tho Japanese ti&htera wore ""1uct.ant to 
•n&O&•. However, one ot the enc.y planes was daclaged. All of our plaDN 
... tumod. 

Dw'ing tho nig.ot of 1 January, a Corsair ni81Jt tillttter, eng~&ed and 
destro;red a Japaneao dive bcmber over T<:ROKI!IA, BaJGAliiVILlJ! ISLAND. 

ThaN is considerable tniiCIJ' barge activity ott tho aoutheast ooast 
of BJUGAIHVItu: ISL.AND. On 2 January, a Catalina exchanged tire with several 
of the o.-y barges. Results wero not reported. 

At. 10:00 a.m. , 2 January, eevent.oon clive bombera ancl t ... lve torpedo 
baobora attacked ODOI:IJ' poaitiona 5,000 yardo east of the TOROKINA RlVffi 
IIDUT!l, destroyed a nt.llllbor of hute and etartod .. nral tiru. 

At 11:37 ao~~., 2 J8D11&17, twanty-four llitcbelle , attacked tho anoa,r 
euppl:f .,..a, northeast of tho I!UIU ISLA.'iD &iran-. A. DUIObor ot t~s ....,.. 
etart.ed. 

An incoeplet.e report. inclicatoa that at noon, 2 J anuary, an unrepon..d 
number of our fighters engaaed about thirty Japanuo p1-• over RABAliL, ME'.7 
BR.ITAIH, ohot clown eleven ancl probably destroyed throe ""'""· We loot one 
Coraair. 

At about noon, 2 January, two Vonturao bombed tho N\lli.A NUlLA area, nortl 
out. central coast of BlUGAlHVILLS ISLAND. Results ot thh attack wore not 
reportad. 

----
l\\ 

tho ow..arino l!&!lRiliG eank an -1\Y dutrQT"r on 31 Decol:lber, a pau-
ongor tl-ol.shtor (9,000 tons) and probabl.)- a&lll< a freighter ot 5, 500 tons, on 
1 January. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
HP..ADOUAJfTIWI Of! Tl iB C0MJ.ti\NDU IN CHJFJ> 

NAVY DI!PA1tTM£NT, WA5HL''GTO:-t, 1>. ( , 

9 a . m. J J anuary 1944. 

OOU'l'H AND CU<TRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd, ) 

Duri ng the night o! Jl DeceJI1ber and l January, two motor torpedo 
boata attacked and damaged one or two enemy barges in the vicinity of TORAU 
BAY, aouthout BOOGAINVIIll: I SLAND. One of our motor torpedo boate was 
damage<! by machine gun! ire. 

At about 8:00 &..c:l. , 1 January, eighteen dive bcmbere and sixteen 
torpedo bCIIllbero bombed t he TORCKINA RIVER area in aupport of ground t roops . 
A fuel <hlmp was probably oet on fire . 

At 11:02 a.m., 1 January, six l.!itchollo attacked t he area northeaot 
ot KI!!ILI, BJUG.UIIVILLE ISLAM> . Reau1ts of this att ack wore not reported. 

At abwt the same time, four Ventu.ras bombed ani strafed an enemy barge 
hideout n ot of NWA NUllA, cent ral east BOUGAINVIIl.E ISI.;\ND. Result. n r e not 
reported. 

At 11:40 a.m., l January, thirty-three dive banbers attacked the 
19JSI GE'l'TA are&, aoutheast of EIIPRESS AUGUSTA BA.Y, s t arted three fireo, de­
etroye<l two bridges and damaged a number of buildings. 

On 1 January, four Airacobras bombed ani damaged two enam.y bargeo in 
'l'ONOLEI HARBJR, SHORTLAND area. Theae planoa then etrafed huts at CAPE 
DUl.'GANON, central n et cout of BUKA ISLAND, CHABAI, northnst coaot B:>UGAito­
VIUE ~~~. and TAPSAD»>ATA, northeast coast BOUCAitl\llLLE I SLAND. Results 
ot theae attacks nro not reported. 

On the aeoe dar, eight other Airacobraa Mehine gunned tho TOROKIIIA 
RIVER area, !lalOVAIIA, central eaet coaat BJUGAIIIVILLE I SLAND, KIETA, central 
eeet coaet BJUGAIIIVIUE ISL.!IID, and C!!IROVANTE, central east interior BOUGAIN­
VIIl.E I SLAND. Results ...,,.,. unobserved. 

At about noon 1 January, fifteen Liberators. essptted by sixtY fighteraJ 
attacked LA.KUNAI, R~trea, NEW sufADJ. A n\J.'11ber of rirea were Startsa 
in t he revetment arlllr a grounded enelll)l' medium bomb or was set on tiro. 

OUt o.r approximately ninety enolll)l' airborne righters, about thirty or 
f orty of these aggressi vely att acke<l our planes. Our bomber• shot down up­
wards of f i fteen enemy planeo, aoven probably and damaged one. 

The tightere destroyed tour Japanese plane& and probabl y two ..,ro. 
One Liberator wao shot down and a plane, ao yet Wliclentified, crashed after 
collldin& with a Hellcat. Heavy antiaircraft !ire caused minor damage to 
tour of our planes. 

- 746 -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
l i.Ji.ADQUAaTttS oP nra CO)IMANDBR 1:-t au.:r 

N4 VY D&PAitT&t£1'.,-. WAJlii.SCTON, D. C. 

9 a .m. 2 January 1944 

SOOTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont1d, ) 

At 8:)0 a .m. , 1 JanU&l"f, o.l.rcra!'t ti'OII Task Gt-oup "5f , 2 {BUNKER KilL (CV) , 

lo!Otl'l'EREI (CVL), plu. destroyera) loc!.ted two hea"7 en"''l' c r uisers and two 
destroyers about to enter KAVIE!IG, NEI'i IRELAND, 

The en-.r ehipa were att .lcked b7 the carrier-baaed aircraft at ll:CO a, m, , 

with the followiJI& results: One 1 1600 pound bocb and two 1,000 pound bca.b 
bite, plue at leeat one torpedo hit were ecored on one ot tho cr.Uaera, The 
other cndaer wae bit b7 a 1, 600 pound boab and a 1,000 pound bomb, In 
addition, two torpedo bite were obl8rvod, but these ha•e not been definitely 
&ali/Pled. Both cruisers were set on eire, and one burned heavUy. It ia 
belined that both veosel a either sank or were beached, Bot h ot the cleetroy­
ers were heavily strated, and one was hit by a 1,000 pound bomb. I t ia b.., 
lieved that one or the destroyers nnl< atter being set on tire, The other 
waa bndly da&aged. 

Our attt.ck wae intercepted by twenty to thirty enem,y fighters, elnlll'l ot 
then were shot down, and, in addition, tour probably ehot down. One ener:o,y 
mediUIII bomber in the vicinity wae also ehot clown. We loat two fighters ancl 
one dive bomber plue eevaral planes clamaged. 

After tha attack, our Taok Cro.., waa ebaclawed by two en...,. tightare , One 
ot these waa auboequently ebot clown, Up until 9:)0 p .a., there ware indio~ 
tion.e of en-.,y p1anee but none cloeed. 

During the late afternoon :lO December, nine llitehalla, operating tl'OIIl 

TARAWA, dropped bca.ba and ehel1ed JABCft, JALUIT Atoll, with eeventy-tiYe 
ailliaeter ~tioo. Kite were scored on the radio, fuel cluq> and atora&• 
in.et.allation., All ot our planu returned without c~Aaa&e. 

The aubll&rina GUNIII!:L, operating in the PACIFIC, r eported sinking one 
10,000 ton unidentified paeeen&er freighter on J neceber, 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
IIIADQUARTIIRJ OP T H8 COlUoiAJoiDIIt lN Cuu:r­

NAVV OUARTWDi'T. WAIJUNOTOW, D, C 

4 p.a. 1 .l&mi&J'7 1944 

SOOn! AlfD C'E}I'l!W. PACIFIC (C<!nt' d. ) 

On tho earl,y 1110rnilli o! :U Dec001bu, ono v..,tura <lro~ed bombs in tbo 
KIETA Area, BOUCJ.ItiVIl.LE lSLAilD . Ruulto uro W>Oboorved, 

Lator tllat 110min&1 tile euppl,y and porooano1 areas at KJJ!ILl, BOOG.UN­

Vll.LE ISLAND, woro bollbod b,y ..... nteon lll.tcbollo and oixtoon Liborator o. 
R.oulto woro unoboor<ed. AU planea returned, but f1 vo lll.tchollo and ono 
Liberator wore da.M&ed b)' antiaircraft tiro, 

At noon :U Docabor, !olD' torpedo boaboro and throo d1 TO b<abora 

doatrored two brid;!oo and one road near IIOOOITII lll.SSION, BOOOAI~"VI!LR ISLAllD. 

At 10:00 a .m. 31 Docembor, aev011teon Liboratoro, opo.rating !r0111 I!AllWEA, 
ELLICE ISLANDS and at asin& via URA!fA , GILI!DIT ISLA !!OS, bcabod KWAJALEIN , 
lWISHA.LL ISLA!roS. A noar aha no oboorved on a modi,..oiud ohtp, No 
OBOIIQ' planoa were oncountorod, llodorato antiaircraft tire dao:ased one of 
our p1anu. 

At 1:00 p .... :U Docabor, tnntr-!our Airacobraa and twentr-tin 
Daw>tloao txxabed and otra!ed IIILLE, liARSHJJ.L ISLAI!DS . Two tiroa wore 
ota.rtod. No ..,.._, planoa wore encountorocl. One Dauntleoa waa cla.maled 
b)' woak antia.ircraft tiro, 

At 3•45 a.m. 1 .l&n\1417, a roconnaiaaanco plano attacked an en.:v 
oubolarino ton aile a aouthuat ot WI1lS BA!, 11m BRIT.I.lN. Rooulto were 
not reported. 
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UNITED STATES F LI!ET 
lfL\I:ICXlAaTDS 0111 Tlll COMWAHDD t 'rf aurr 

NAyY DI:PA.R'ni.DI. WAIHJ'I:"G'n)!'f. D C 

9 a , ,., 1 J~~nuaey 1944 

SOOili AND Cl:llTRAL PACIFIC (Csmt 1d,) 

Durin& t ho ni;;ht o! 28-29 Docamber, t ho rJbmt.r1no SnVERSIDES 
o&nl< threo And probably !oU)" en001y vooaolo, 1ne1ud1nc a t!Ulkor, 

The out.arl.M KERRIIiG reported oinki.ng ~ 14,000 ton tr~noport 
and prob~bly a 7,000 ton tankor, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HE.AOOUARTC'R$ OF TUB CoMMANDER IN CHI&V 

NAVY Dt fiARTM&NT, WA5HINGTOS. 0. C. 

4 p.m. 31 Decamber 1943. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

During the night of 29-)0 December, a Liberator bombed enemy concentra­
tions in OOUGAINVI.UE. Near SHORTLAND, it was harried by three enemy night 
fighters. 

During )0 December, one of our Venturae from TOROKINA bombed southern 
FAlSI, B)UGAINVIUE. 

Cn 30 December, at 11:13 a.m., eighteen unescorted l.litchell bombers, bombed 
KIHILI, southern BOUGAnNILIE. Three fires wre started in the vicinity of 
tho air strip. 

On )C December, at 11:50 a.m., incomplete reports indicate that nineteen 
Uberators hit RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Two Liberators suffered minor damage 
trom heavy antiaircraft fire, one went down off CAPE ST. GEORGE, NE\'1 IRELAND, 
and another one made a crash landing on the runw~ at l!UNDA FIELD. 

Another report of this strike states that from thirty to ninety eneJliY 
figl!ters intercepted, of which twl ve were shot dov.n, nine probably. The 
en-.r used aerial bombs in attacking our air formations . It is etated that 
the major part of our bombs landed in RABAUL and some on the east aide of 
SD.!Ps:JN HARBOR. The bombing started fires. 

On 30 December at 11:23 a.m. , a Liberator bombed lo!ALISI VILLAGE, slightly 
to the north ot lllKA, lllKA ISLAND, and damaged buildings. 

On JO December, at 2:45 p.m., six Liberators blasted KOROVO, southeastern 
SHORTLANl ISLAND, with unobserved results. 

OOOOATh'VILIE GROUND SITUATION 

For the t ... nty-!our hour a ending JO December, 3 :00 p.m., the aeti vitiea of 
our ground forces were as followe : Units of the 37th Division, near CAPE 
IIOLTKE outpost, engaged an e.-y force, estimated nine in number, k:ill.ing five 
ot them. Three of our personnel were killed in action. A reconnaissance 
patrol 1110ved approx1Dlately three hundred yards east of the TOROKINA RIVER, to 
observe the results of our artillery !ire of the previous da,y, but the unit 

Ill waa forced to t1Jtn beck HPOD dj·coyer1 o' en •ne'AJ' •mb,,lb• It is reported that 
the bridge over tho main KIHILI road is deat.ro)"'ld . Our &lll1all gunboat• shelled 
the mouth of the TSHESSI RIVER, northeast of EI!PRESS AlJGUSTA BAY. 

- 742 -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
Jl.ltAOQUAR'TF.:JlS 017 Til! COMMANOE:I~ IN CHIIt' 

:t.'AVY DZrARTML,T, WASHISC-TON, D. C. 

9 • · •• 3l Doo.aber l943 

SOUTH AND CUIT!W. PACIFIC ( Cont' d. ) 

Durin& tho att omoon ot 28 Doctoalber, eighteen A:rfat llountlou din bomboro, 
twont;r Airacobrao l<lld nine llitcholla, bombed and otra!ed ~ W.RSlALL 
ISLANDS. No _,~ planea were encountered,. Five or our p"'8ii'H retumed 
alightl;r damaged br ant1airora!t tiro. 

On 28 Docombor, three photo planes artd ! our eocorto encountered ten to 
thirteon on0111r .f1ghtero over KI'IAJAJ ETN, IIARSHAU. ISLANDS. Throe of tho on Oil\)' 

planea were shot down. We loat one and two returned damaged. 

On 28 Doc..,bor, fourteen Liberatora, operating !rom Ct.'lTON !SLM'D, bombed 
~· IW!SHAll ISLJ.NDS. Our bomber• nre intercepted by ten enO"'J' fighters. 

e reaulta of this encounter were not reported. 

At noon 28 December, six out of oixteen Liber ator•, opernti~~ !rom ELLICE 
ISLANDS, dropped eighteen tons o! bombo on ~~ IWlSHALL ISLANDS. Thio 
flight waa intercepted in the vicinity ot ~, IIARSHAU. lSlA~'DS, br thirty­
five to fifty en""'¥ fighters. Two Zeros were dootroyed, with ten 010re probabl;r 
destroyed. Two o! our bombero wore shot down and twelve returned damaged. 

Enllllf pl&noo twice roided TAIIIJiA, GILBERT ISLAliDS, during the evening o! 
28 Doceoober, and dropped their boaabo without ortoct into tho water. 

During tho evening ot 29 December, tour enOII\)' planes bombed IIAKIN !SLANt>. 
Damage, it a.zv, was not reported. .. 

During tho night of 28-29 December, one Ventura bombed the north end or 
SHORTLAND ISLAND w1 t b unoboorvod. roaulta. At about tho oamo tl.mo a Liberator 
dropped boaabo on KIHILI and KIJ!.TA, l!OUGAI!IVILLE I S!J.ND. Reoulto were not rtJport­
od. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
IIEADOUAJl'TUJ Olt n 1a COY.MAXDEI: l tl CIUU 

t<lAVY Oltr !lftTJ.IIllo"T, WAtUI!':CTO:-t. D. C 

9 a. m. JO DocOQber 1943. 

S)lll'!l A!ID CENTRAL P ACIFIC (Cont•d, ) 

I, 
S.twMn 3:00 P•"·• 'r1 Doc.a..r and 3 :00 p.10., 28 Doccber, paratroopero 

noutr&l.iucl a otrona poi.ot bald b7 about tbirt7 Jap111ooe, a1x hWidrecl ,..rda 
eaet ot the fO!lOICINA RIVBR liOOfl!, BOOOAINVIU:E ISLAND. About. ten or n.tt.un 
ot the •MJ:O' wre ldllecl, Our cu ualties Ol'le ldllecl, tour liOIO'Iclecl, 
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UNITED STATE S FLE ET 
HB.AOQUARTBRS OF 'I'ME COM~JASOSa IN CIIIIP 

!'AVY D8rAR1"!.1!.!>1T , WASHI!'GTOK D C. 

9 a.m • .30 December 1943 . 

SOllrll .11.'0 CENTi!AL PN:IFIC (Cont 1d. ) 

On 27 December, a Ventura roconna1ooanco pl ano ocored a diroct hit 
on a largo -m;y froightar, !Uty milo• northoaot of IG'IAJALEIN, IIARS:ULL 
ISLANDS, and atratod throo of four motor torpedo boat ucorto. Later, 
thio plano attacked and aot oo tiro a ,..all tanker eovonty-rin milo• 
oo1.1tboaot or Kl'IAJALEIN, IURSRAU. ISLANDS. 

kl Wll'eportod ll!.llllber ot Venturaa, operating !rom ~FHIII.A, GILBERT 
ISLANDS, bombed NAIJRU ISLAND on tho early morning of 28 Decod>er . An 
111111.1ni tion dUCIJ> wao deatrored and two rirea otartod. Throo or our planoo 
ret~.~rned damaged by .lntenao oMOy antiaircraft fire. 

On 28 December, t ho United States Deotrorer WADS'ItORTH bcmbardod OOOillY 
positiono .In t ho Yicinity ot tbo RENE! RIVER, nort.heut EIIPRESS AlJCUSTA BAY, 
BOUGAINVIUE ISLA!ID. 

Between 7 :.30 a.m., and 10:.30 a.m., 28 December, f ourteen Liberators 
bombed t he BONIS Supply Area. One Liberator dropped bomba on BUKA ISLAND . 
Throe other Liberators attacked KD!lli , so1.1tlleaot OOUGAIIIVILLE ISLAND . 

At 7:.30 a..Jil., 28 Oecoat>er, an wu-oportod number or our fighters attaclood 
titty or oi.xty onem;y fighters .In the vicinity of RABAUL, !lEW BRITAIN . Up­
wordo ot eighteen onemr pl ao88 wore dootro.red. In addition, ooven more wore 
probably dostrored and two damaged. Throe ot our Corsoira tailod to return. 

At 11:.30 a . m., 28 Dooomber, f ifty-tour dive bod>ors and twenty-three 
torpedo bomboro attaclood anomy .lnotallstiono on POPORANG, 1i~ORTLAND ISLAIID 
aod FAlSI. A number ot firoo wore atart«<. All ot our planoo returned. 

At 12:10 p.m., 28 Do comber, twnt,-- two llitchollo attaclood KD!lli, aouth­
oaat BOtn Al1'VILLE ISLAND and started throe fire a. One or our plane a returned 
damaged. 

On 28 December, two torpedo bolllboro otrafed 0'*"7 poai tiona south of tho 
JAVA RIVER, OOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. 

On 28 ~coat> or, two Warhawka dropped their beU,. tanlca .In tho vicinity of 
N1JlU. NUllA, oaot contral BOUGAIHVILLE ISLAND, aat uratod tho area with gaaalino 
and tho II oet it &tiro by otrafiog. On.o plane wu damagod by antiaircraft !ire. 

llotor torpedo boats on 28 December, dootro;ywd two ot throe loaded ·~ 
barges in IDRAU BAI, ooutbo&ot BOtnAINVILLE ISLAND. One of t ho torpedo boato 
wao demagod by machine g1.10 tiro. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H!.ADOUART!JtS OF Tfll COMWA.NOBI IN CIHRF 

NAvY DI!.P,.\Iit'f'M&.'ff, WA!JII~CTO~. D. C. 

9 &,m, 29 Dec&mbor l94J, 

S0\1I'H AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

ll>UGAI!WILIB GROUND SI'!WJ'ION 

llotween 3:00p.m., 26 December, and 3100 p .m. , 27 December, ·~ ohollo 
!ell neer our politiono 1n the northeast 'roOOKINA eection, but did not result 
in any dalnage or casualty, Similerl:y, twenty to twonty-tive obelia fell in 
tront ot tho section J:lanned by the 21et llerinoo. No eaoualties reoulted. 
In the sector covered b:y the Second Raider B&ttelion, eight enoacy" shelle 
landed and one officer was wounded. The enemy pollition waa subjected to a 
vigorous counter bilttery !ire, 

The euboulrino GURNARD, returning trom a wer p&trol 1n tho centnl PACIFIC 
ounk two •~Y !roightero for eleven thousand tone, and dmagod ilDOther for 
oovon tbouOilnd tone. She aloo roporto th&t in a night attack abe got t'liD 
torpodooo into a loW!lJ or warohip, which was surrounded b:y ten oscnrto, 

Th.o u,s.s. OKLAHWA bas been ouccooofully placod in drydock . 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
HEADQUARTERS Of' THF. CO.MMANOER I N CHIEF' 

NAVY ORPARTMF.NT. WASHlNCTOS, D. C. 

9 a.m. 29 December 1943. 

s:>trrH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

It 
On 27 Oeclllllber, between 4:00 p.m., and 5:30 p.m., a preliminary report 

.tates that a cruiser and a destroyer Task Group, effectively bombarded 
eniiJIY target objectives in the KIETA area, OOUGAINVll..LE ISLAND. 

During the night, 26-27 December, a Liberator banbed WKA, BONIS, 
NWA NUllA and the KIHILI sections, BOI.CAINVILLE ISLAND. 

On 27 December, at 10:02 a.m., six l!itchell medium bombers boll~Ud the 
bivouac area, southwest shore of KIETA LAGOON and the Chinatown settlement. 
Resulta of the bombardment wre unobserved. No antiaircraft was received 
by our planu. 

On 27 December, at 10:33 a.m., fourteen unescorted llitchells banbed the 
BU'KA noat plane anchorage, causing an explosion, the ll!loke !'rom 11dlich 
epiraled upwards ot five hundred teet. The flight also attacked antiair­
craft poaitiona eoutheaat of RAI.!ADATA, eastern end ot BJKA PASSIGE, north 
OOUGAINVIUE ISLAND. Three additional llitchells bombed the KIHILI aupply 
dumps. 

On 27 December, between 10:55 a.m., and ll:05 a.m. , fifty- tour Dauntless 
dive bombers, twenty-two Avengers and sixteen Lightnings, pl astered antiair­
craft positions at BUKA, particular 1y the heavy one a at the north end of the 
runway. Additional planes put out of commission two antiaircraft unite at 
KIHILI. All our planes returned, but ack ack damaged two of the Dauntleas 
plana a. 

During 27 Decell~Ur, two Venturas bombed and strafed three probably un­
aerriceable barges on the southeaat coast of AI.!BITLE ISLAND, ooutheastern 
NEW IRELAND area, and two other• on the south coast of FEN! ISLAND, ooutb­
eastern NEW IRELAND area. 

On 27 December, at noon, RABAIJL was 8Wpt by a forty plane fighter group. 
A tally of theae figbtera with twelve Coraaira still to turn in their re­
ports, indicates that out of a possible fitty- eixty fighter enemy group in­
tercepting, our planes destroyed eight Zeroe, one probably, and damaged one. 
In the fight one Hellcat waa slightly damaged and one Corsair wu forced into 
the eea of!" BUKA. The pilot of the latter plene howover has bean rescued by 
one of our PBI1a . 

During 27 December, a patrol plane from GUADALCANAL was subjected to 
machine gunfire over CAPE ST. GEORGE Lighthouse, Nl!lli IRELAND. 

On 27 December, at 5:20 p.m., another patrol plane troaa GUADALCANAL bombed 
seven barge• fifteen milee northwut o! KAVIENG, NEW lRELANO. 
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U NIT ED STATE S F LEET 
HltADQUAiti'US or TilE COMMA~"Or.:R I ff CJIIKr 

NAVY D&PAaTMt."f'T, 'A'.UHISGTOS. 0 C.. 

4 p.a. 28 Deccber 1943. 

SOIJTII AND Cr:tm!,Y. PACIFIC (Cont. 1 d.) 

On tboo &!t..rslOon o! 26 December, !ive Vanturu and eight Hellcata bo.!Dbed 
and atra!ecl JALUIT, and probably dam111ed several amall Tuaala. The night 
waa met by heavy antiaircr&!t. tire !ran EI.!IDJI, \\'a au!!arad no cuualt.i ... 

Late in the afternoon o! 26 December, anenteen Liberators tram NAIOIEA, 
staged through TNU.'IfA1 blasted VOTJE with !i!ty percent o! the bombs !ailing 
into t he target area. ,._, aear 1111aeaa ware ecorecl on a three hundred foot 
freighter !rom fi!taan thoueand !eet. Six Zaroa attaaptecl to intercept and 
one wu ehot dom. One or our Liberatore waa abot down .nd one waa cliainte­
gratad by the ialand 's heavy and clenee antiaircraft tire . llo other casualties 
occurred. 
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UNITED ST AT ES F LEET 
UltADOUAJtTUS CW T1C& COMNANDCI l"f Ct111:P 

NAvY DEPART:.tlt.~. WASJIIS<:TON 0 , C. 

9 a,m, 28 O.cember 194) , 

SQ!J'l'l! AND CmTR,I,L P /CIPIC (Cent 1d, ) 

!be aw.arine liARW!UL, returning trcao a war patral in t.he SOOTHI1EST I' " 
P.ICIPIC , r eporta e:inldng, en .5 O.cember, a tour t.houaand ten an-.r treight.rt-

'nle eul:carine TINOSA, returning trcm a war patrol in the P.\LAIJ area, 
report a a a tollon 1 

23 Nov81ber - aaric two eneJII)' trei.glltera of a two-&hip C:ODTO)'. 
2.5 HoYaber - attacked a thr .... &hip conT07 wit.h torpedou, but abaed. 

On the !ollowin& 110l'lling, attacked - convor &lXI blew 
the atern ott one which io beliend to have aank. Hit 
one ahip ..CU.ch wu MID burning that afternoon. 

3 O.ceml>er - In a night attack, approximately t wo hundred miles acuth­
w at ot P.U.AIJ, in a three-&hip aaeortad conTo)', aet a 
freighter on fire, later aink:1ng her att.er t>OO 1110re attacka . 

'!be score tor the cruise waa: Sunk, !our freighters 
t or 18,544 tone; Oa.ug.d one freighter for 7 1 210 tone, 

'nle aubmarina BONEPISH, returning from a war patrol in t.he SOUTH CHINA 
SEA, reports as follows: 

29 llovellber - In a 110rning perbcope attack, en an •OilliiT .. eorted 
freighter, sank it. 

l O.clllber - During the night or )0 Nonmber- l December, attacked an 
e._., d.aatro71r and a freighter which ahe waa escorting. 
Both 8hipa 1111re IIWik. 

ll O.ewer - In a gun attack otr TARAKAN, nortbeaat BORHEO, in the 
t:grBBES SEA, eat on tiro an 1011117 llinel~r. 

1 00 V AI( 
!be acore tor t.he erube waa: SUnk 16,021 tonal 

Damaged, 700 tc:ru. 
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U NIT ED STATES F LE ET 
ll&ADOUARTRU OP TUB CO~.a.l/li"DIR l~ ClH!P 

NAVY OBI'AJtTMIUt"T, WA!IIt!"G1'0!'o', D, C. 

4. p,m, 2:1 O.ceaobor 1943. 

OOU'I'H A!!D C!NTR.\1. P ACIP'IC (Coat' d , ) 

During the night of 25-26 Docembu , two Venturao dropped bomba on 
FAlSI, SlllR'!LAIID ARJU. On tho ,..,. ni.!:ht, a night tighter bombed enemy 
bivouac areu along tbo out coest of I!A'OCI!I.N BAY, OOUGAINVILIB ISlA!!D. 
KIHILI, ooutheut OOUGAINVDJ..B ISlAIID, wu baobed by a Liberator at ll:lOp.m,, 
25 O.comber, 

On 26 December , a nconnaiaeence plane operating !rom OUADALCAIIAL, 
otrated and aank en enemy barge tilled with troop a, north out o! RABAIJL, 
NSW IRELAIID. 

At 11:00 a.m. , 26 Docamber, eighteen llitchells bombod tho supply and 
bivouac areu at KIHILI, BOIX:AINVIUE ISLAND. Rooulta wer e not reported. 

During tbe 1110ming 26 Docombor, aeven W.tchello, eocortod by thirty­
tour !ightero bombed and otratod a ouapeeted enemy radar inatallation on 
CAPE S'r, GEXRGE, NEW IRELAI\D , Ono o! the W. tchella fell two milos """t of 
CAPE sr. GroRGE. Honvor an unkno., numbor ot bor crow were eubooquently 
rescued. 

On 26 Docomber, two Venturu bombed CHIVOOI, southeast BOOOAINVIUE 
ISLAllll. A bridge and a number of huto •r• dootroyod, 

Bot,...en 8:00 a .... , and 3•50 p.m., 26 Doeombor, ti!ty- three dive bombera 
and twenty- four torpedo bomboro, in groupo o! oi.x planoo, bombed one! strafed 
the KI&TA ll AIIB)R orea, at !ort:y-.!ive lldnute intorvala. About thirty or forty 
buildings were destroyed and in a<ld.ition a m .. ber ot huto. No antiaircraft 
tiro wao encount orod , 

At 11:.50 p. m., 26 O.eeaobor, a rocoMaioaonce pl ane operating trao OUADAL­
CAIIAL, attocklld and blow up a small enay ahip oft EAST CAPE, HE'll I RELAND. 
Later, thio ple>e aecred two hita on a .. all vessel fin miloo an:~. Another 
reeoM&iooaneo plane attacked, with unoboorved re aul to, a small ora!t in tho 
vicinity o! NSW IRELA!IIl , 

Thoro hao boon no change in tho disposition ot our !root line o at 
TOROKDU, OOIXi.IINVII.LE ISLAI.1l, !rom 3:00p.m., 25 Dooombor, to 3:00p.m., 
26 Docembor. En.,y poaitione in the northeast sector wre bombed by twel ve 
torpedo bomboro on tho afternoon ot 25 Dooomber, and again oo the morning of 
26 December, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H! ADQUAR1'81S OP Till COM.MANOt:R IN ClllKF 

NAVY D!PAR'I'~I~"T. WASlllNGTOr.', 0 , C', 

9 a.m. Zl December 1943. 

SOO'I'!! AND CEN'I'RAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d , ) 

At 10:00 a.m., 25 Deccber, twdve torpedo bombere bombecl tho northoaot 
TOROKlN.I. ooctor, in oupport ot our growxl !ore... Later , at 5 :00p.m. , l3 
torpedo bombers qain attacked the area. 

At about noon, 25 December, ai.xt,.-.threo fightora, oocorting Liberatore, 
on a bombing mission qainat RJ.BAIJL, •ro intercepted b;r about tift;r or si.xt;r 
on41011T !ightora. Thirteen enem;r planao were ohot clown and •v•n more probabl;r 
ohot clown. \'le loot two tightera and two moro aro reported miooi.ng. 

During 25 December, o1onn Coroa1rs atratocl t ho area !rom TINPUTS, 
nortboaat BOOGJ.INVIU.E ISLAND, to /Jl.AWA BAr, cantral east EKlOGAINV!LlE ISLAND, 
and nat ot KIETA, 

II 
Tho dootro;rer BROWNOON was sunk by two bolli> hita and a near miss during 

landing operations at CAPE GLOUCES'm!, woat NFl'l BRITAIN, on 26 Dec&mhar . Tho 
do atro;yero IIUNl'ORD, L.!I!OOII and SHAW, together rd.th a coaoto1 tranaport {APc-15), 
wre clamlgocl b;r bo:oba, l'llrther in!ormation ia not at prooont available. 

The submarino SKATE, operating in the Paei!ic, reported sinld.ng one "'""'7 
troigllter. ''/110 <;-7"" 
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COMfSCJI PrLB UN ITED STATES F LEET 
HI!AOQUAkTRRS OP T llB COMMA~Dill ~ Cmwv 

~AVY DEI'AR'f)olf."'T. W.UIIISGTON, 0 , C 

9 a.m., 27 December 1943. 

!lOUTH AIID CD-'TRAL PACIFIC (Cant 'd,) 

On 23 Decelllber, nino Liberatore operating from CANTON, dropped titteon 
tone ot bombo on IIOTJE, liARSIULl ISLANDS. '!'hoM planoe encountered tbirt;r­
tive o.-;y tigbtoro in tbo vicinit7 ot TN!OA, and &bot do., t hree ..,_. 
planaa and probabl;y another. Six ct tho onOIQ' !igbtoro were damaged. In 
t hio ongag-nt aerial bomba nro uaod and "" l oat ono deed, two injured. 
One o! our planoo woo damaged . 

On 24 December, oonn Vonturaa operating !rom TN!JUVA, bombed tho e.-n;y 
dioperool area on N.IIJRII ISLAND. A number of firea wro atorted. No o.-7 
planoa were encountered. One ot our plane• ia ad.eoing. 

During tho night of 24 December, eight en<~:~:y bon:bero twice raided YAKIJI 
ISW!ID. One Airocobra intorcoptod three of the onem;r dive banboro and ohot 
down t>to. Theoo attaeka cauMd injur:y to eight """ and d"""&e to ono tnu:k . 

On 25 Docoml:>or, !itteen o.-,y figbtor planeo dropped fitteen bombe on 
IL\KIJI ISLAND 'ld.thout damage. 

During tho nigbt of 24 Doceu:bor, onemor planoa in groupo or two tc !our, 
raided TMI./UfA !1.,. timoo. One LPV waa deatroyod and another damaged, 

During tho attomoo.ll of 24 Do comber, oightoon ELLICE Liberator•, staging 
!rom TARAWA, dropped rort;v-.tivo tona ot bombo on ll:lTJE, llARSHAll ISUIIDS. 
'lbroo fireo wro atarted. No orwmor planoo wore oneountorod. ill or our 
plane• returDOid. 

On the • - dq, ton Airacobraa end ten dive bomboro attacked lliiLE, 
11.1!\SHAI.L ISLANDS, Light antiaircraft tiro oneountorod damaged two or tho 
dive bombera. 

On 25 December, a roconnaiuanco plano, bombed and etra!od two omal.l 
o.-;y troigbtoro, W>der our.taeo oocort, thirt:y mileo oouthoaat of KWAJAI.EIN, 
li.IRSHAI.L ISLANDS. Ono on_. freighter wu lo.tt oi.nldng. 

During 24 Docllllbor, a Liberator dropped bclllbo on KIIULI, oouthoas:t 
OOUGAINVILLI! ISLAND, and a Ventura dropped bollbo on I'USI, SHORTLAND AREA. 
The Ventura l\lotair>Od light damage !rom antiairera.tt fire, 

On 25 Docllllbor, antiaircra.tt poaitione at BUKA, OO!IlS, and SOH.IHA, wro 
bombod b:y twnt:y o.t our torpedo bombero, A number or near hi to wore obaoned. 

At 12•1,0 p .... , 25 December, throe torpedo bombero end twnt,...oix divo 
boml:>oro, bombed antiaircraft poaitiono at KAIICU HILL, southoaot BOUGAINVILil! 
ISLAND. A nllll>or or near hits """ observed . At about the s"""' time, aix­
teon dive bomboro otruck tho II)'I'UI'ENA POINT area, central w et IIOOGAINVILLE 
ISLAND. Rooul.to ware unob•M'ed, 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
UI.ADQUAI'NHtS OP TIIH COMMANDPR lW CHI&r 

NAvY onPARTMENT. WASHJN:CT'ON, 0 t 

9 a . a. 26 O.cuber 

SOO!'H A!fD CEIITiUL PACil"'C (Cont'd. ) 

'!be wbaw-w BIU.PISH, r.turning trom a war patrol, in the SOtml 
liA SEA, maku tlw tollo111.ng report f or her activitius 

28 HaTcher - oft CAPS V AR.EU.A, PRSH::H Il11Xl-<:HINA1 dlllla8ed 
an unidentified !'reighter of eix ttlouoand tona . 
One torpedo explodon wae tleard but due to bad 
"ather and a rough aea abe wu l.lleble to regain 
contact with the .freighter. 
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UN ITED STATES FLE ET 
Jl~RS Olf Ttl& O»iUASDmt I~ ClUb' 

NAVY DUAITW&z.-"T. WAJUJ.SCT'OS. D. C 

9 a.m. 26 December 1943 . 

SOU'l't! AND CENTRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d,) 

EarlT Xmas dq, a Taalc Gl'Otlp, un.:l.r cOGGand ot Ra.r Admiral F. c. 
Sh.rman, caoaiating ot the BUNKliX HILL (CV) and llON'l'EREY ( CVL) , and 

tbraa dutro,..ra, bcalbed KAVIEHG, NEW IR"T AIJD. It b reportecl that 
there '"'re in the harbor at the t.1.tu ot t he atrilal, two dutroyua, t'IIIO 
l~ treightera, one .~»<1.111111 e~se freighter, eight small t:reightera and 
twenty to th~y bargu. 

Photographs taken during the attack, 1.ndicate that one destro,.. r , 
two large treightera and three barge a were eunk; one deetroyer, several 
aall treigbtera, 111&1\Y barges and one t>otor torpedo boat, were heavily 
damaged and poaeibl.T wnk. Eight to ten eoem;y tloat planu, .Oich were 
et 1111chor, wre ~ by etrating. 

One ot our AYeng.ra was dam-aed and torced to make a water landing 
a .... nt;r-tive llli.lee northeast ot KAVIEOO, 1nd when lut ,.,n at least one 
ot the two auni:rore had eucceeded in getting aboard hh rubber boat. 
A • arch ia now being made tor their ruaua. Two other Avenger a were 
be&TilJ' damaged, tin krengere and two Helldivera were elightly damaged. 
Our per-1 loaaee ccnilited ot one ere- killed, one wounded and 
three miaa!ng. 

The Taak Gr-oup' a colllbat patrol deetroTec:l, <W-ing the day, one enem;y 
noat bomber and t'IIIO MdiiA bomber a. 

At dullk, the Tuk Group waa heavily attacked by ene~ bombera but no 
d61111p reaulted, 

A later report ot tbe reaulta ot the ATI TED air etrike on 24 Decllaber, 
at IUBAUL, 1nc1.1cate tbet AI.LIKD loa .. a were aoe Hellcat and six Kitt,tlawka. 
During tMe etrilat, eighteen IJ.beretora blasted the VUliAIWiAil runway an4 
deetroTec:l 001 ot eight .. n enemy tl.ght.re wMch attempt.ecl to int.rcept. 

BOOGJ..INVIW GRlUND SI'l'll ATION 

a.t-n J100 p .m., 23 December an4 )100 p.111. , 24 Dacallll>er, our ground 
tore• actinty in t he nortbeaatem end ot the 'l'OROKINA eector wu restricted 
to extensive patrol action. It b Wicatect, becau .. ot our extenain 
artWery and 1110rtar fire, that the e~ haa encuated a Mil in that •etc 

On 24 December, at 4100 a,a,, two unidentitiecl e~ planee atrated the 
tighter etll:'ip at 'l'OROKINA and dll:'opped anti-penonnel boalba on PURUATJ.. ISLAND 
near CAPE TOROKINA, Without Wlicting material damage , 
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U NITED STATES F LEE T 
HIADOVAN:T~ 017 TIIR COMMAND!:R 1:0: CI!IP.P 

NAVY Dl::flART.\I f.ST, WAIUII'."CTO~'. O, C 

9 a.m., 25 Docombor 1943. 

SQU'lli AND CEN'!'RAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

29 NoTooi>er - In a tour-ohip oacortod convoy, two t.orpodooo 
wre put into a freighter and. a tranaport ro­
coivod one bit. Tho trei.D>tor wa.o board to 
break ""' but tho tranaport wu onl7 te..,oraril,. 
.topped. The acore tor the cruiee waet Sunk, 
7,149 tona; D&JU«ed, 4, 731 tons. 

B:lUG.UNVILLS Ga:ll/ND Sl'IUATION 

On 23 December, a I!UJE artillery barraae wa.s laid down on a hlll in 
tho northeast TOROKINA section. This tiro conti!IWid for twanty-tour hour s 
and procodad an attack by a reinforced BLUE platoon obich jumped ott at 
2:20p.m. Tho attack is reported to be progressing. 

On the coast, about aiJc hundred yarda eaat ot TOROKINA RIVER, a patrol 
!rom tho Firat Battal.ion ot the l45th in!antry, made a contact with t he 
enemy at lO :00 a.m. Our artillery fire waa ranged on the enoa,y poaitiona but 
our patrol 1IO.S unable to advance. \Yo su!tored fourteen casualties and four 
killed. This patrol wu subsequentl y reinforced and the enemy position hoavil; 
aholled. At tbia writing no further report has been modo, 
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COJ.IIHCK rtl,& UNITED STATES FLEE T 
UIADOUART!JtS OJ" T'HH COl!MASDCR I~ CIURP 

NAVY Dl!PARfiii!XT, WASU!~CTO~. D. C. 

9 a.m. 25 December 1943 

SOU'IIl N!D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

24 Decolllber 
El!Pl!Y FIGH'l'l!llS DOWNID 

BY FIC:H'Im COVER 

I!EI.I.CAl'S - - - - - - - - 5 
KITTD!Al'IJ(S - - - - - - - - 12 
UGHTIIDIGS-------- 8 

TOTALS- - - - -~ --Total for 23/2.4 December 58 

FIC:H'!'ER.S PROBABLY 
00\I'NED 

ll 

On 2.4 Dece;nl>er, nineteen Liberators banbed shipping and shore installo.­
tions on KWAJALRII; ISLAND, and the anchorage, Thoro tfU no en""¥ &1r inter­
ception, Two or three modium s.l.ze freighters were set on tire. No other 
l arge shipping waa aeon. ~/e sutfered no loaaes or caaualties. 

I 
On the eame ~. ten Arm:! Dauntless dive bombers and twent;y Airacobras, 

hit IIILLE Jd'OIL . A. freighter wrecked and awash !ro;n the previous d&;y1a BLUE 
air strike, received another Iive hllOdred pollOd bomb hit. Six or seven e,..y 
tighter• attempted an interception and two or them were destro;yed. i1e 811t!ored 
no looaea or cuualtieo. 

II 
llotor torpedo boato, oporatins from TREASJRY ISLAND, 'lihUe enroute to 

their patrol oro&, during the night or 23-24 December, were tNbjeeted to large 
caliber ohore battery tiro at a rena• o! !i vo to ooven miles !rom tho south 
shore o! POPORN!G ISLAND, SI«>RTLN!D Area. Several near miaooe occurred but 
no d~~~~&ge waa reported. 

!ar~ i.n the morning of 2.4 Decomber, a light cndoer and doatro;yar force 
bombarded onom;y inotallationo i.n the BUKA-9JNIS A.roa. One large and aan;r 
omaU !ires wore otarted. A largo amunition or !uel duq> continued explod,ins 
long alter the baabardloent bed ceaoed. 

' 
On 24 December, at 9:00 &.m. , an Ol'lii!IJ' llll:mar.l.ne tf&s sighted t ,., and 

a halt miles of! llDU POINT, GUADALCANAL. At 9t30 a.a., a deatro;yer escort 
made a sound contact i.n the vici¢t;y o! tho sighting . At 10 :45 a.m., depth 
charges wore dropped on the sound contact after which an oU slick appeared. 
A~ lt30 p.a., a periacope was sighted in the same area and ..u co'Vered wi~b & 
depth charge pattern. Thio waa !ollond b;y considerabl e oil and air bubbles 
and an unoxplaino4 underwater exploaion, 

The aul:marino C:OD, 
f \ \ reports ae !ollowu 

returning !rom a war patrol i.n the SOUTH CHIIIA SEA, 

- 728 -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATE S F I.EET 
ll tADQliAaTCU or THI COMMAl'lDU IN Cl:tll!:F 

X.AVY DlPAITM~. WAIIU1'GTO_,., . D C 

2S December 194J. 

~llrH A/Ill CDlTRAL PJCli'IC (Cont 'd. ) 

On 2J Deceaber, ltlortl:r atter a14n1abt, 110t.or t.o~do boata tro:n 
10BOKDIA, bollbardocl HOUS& !ClAPS, eoutb ot CAPS II>LTXS, BOWADIVII.l.B. 
1he Japa wore entrenched tbore ritb ""'' and ..,rtoro. 

A little lotor, at ltlS a.a. , tbo mtor t.orpodo boata bocborded 
tbe area at ArSI~"DIA RIYER ond nearb:r LAOO, BOWAIIIVllJ.B ISLA:;D. SeYV&l 
ot tho boots received one a&lvo r..... a li#>t tiold piece .,.,... lfJQSS !ClAPS, 
and a tow rounds ot machine £WI t ire troa ArSJli:OU.. 

Dllring the ni~t 2)-24 Dece::ber, ono Liberator batbed Dl!TA, oaetorn 
8(DGAI!IVIUB ISL.I.-.o, t"" Vonturu bit fAlSI, eo11thern JnJCIDIVIUE, and one 
night tigl\ tor boc:il>ed BUKA, northern BOUCAINVIIJE. 

On 2) December, at 4t4S p.a., a1x lll.tch&lle bcmbed and otr&tad tho 
on-:y and a reported redio etaUon at IIAL!VOU, nortbwut CHOISEUL. five 
h11h ..,,.. destroyed and aaey othore ,.,.. d ... pd. 

On 24 Deeembor, two Venturu banbod a ouopootod barge hideout on the 
UlL1.Jl,( RIVER, north !IOUGAIJIVII.LE. 

On 24 December, two other Vonturae engaged nino Zeroo near RAIIAUL 
and dootro7Wd t110, oot tiro t o one and damaged throo othoro. Both ot the 
Venturae were damaged end one man wee ""undod. 

On 24 December, at 10t4S a.m., t•at:r-t011r llitcbolle bcabod the BONIS 
eoapleno enchoraga. 

~ Later reporte ot tha nlllbor ot Jap planoe d .. tro:red during 011r air 
/ otriDs oYer RABAUL on 2) Decelllbor end 24 December, are indicated b7 the 

following t&bulotion: 

BN!KI FIGI!TERS DO!IMIID 
CORSAIRS - - - - - - - - 19 , 
I.JCI!I'NINGS - - - - - - - S ' r 

l!!ll.CATS - - - - - - - - J 
LIBERA!ORS - - - - - - - 6 

TOTALS- - - jj 

CORSAI!S- - - - J 
I!BU.C 42'S- - - - l 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
liaADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDI!R IN CHb!P 

'foo'AVV DIWAJI:TM:Ef\o'T, WASIIIl'o'GTOS, 0 , C . 

9 a.m. 25 December 1943 . 

(Cont 'd.) 

During t he night 22-23 December, two BOUGAINVIIJ..J! Libnators bombed 
KIHIU: ard KIJNA-BU'KA Aroaa. 

During tho aame night, two Venturas bo:llbed POI'ORANG ISLAND, in the 
SH~TLANO Aroa. 

On 22 December, at 1:15 p.m., sixteen Liberator• bombed BUKA'a China­
town and atarted two fires. At the same time, two other Liberator. bombed 
SOHJ.t/A ISLAND, BUKA, and started one tiro . One Liberator hit the BONIS 
Area, cauaing one !ire, and another oM blaoted FORTON PLAo'fTATIO!I. 

On 23 DecOJ!Iber, at l2 :15 p.m., asvonteon llitcholla bombed SOH AN A 
ISLAND ard a majority of the bombs bursted in concentrat ed groupo near an­
tiaircraft pooitiono. 

On 23 December, between 9:15 a.m. , and 10 :15 a.m., torty-saven Daunt­
leao dive bombara and twent~ight Avengoro, b1aoted the bivouac and supply 
aroao in oouthwestern BOUGAINVILI.B. Fifteen to twenty blllldings nro do­
otroyod at IIAIYARAKA and ten to twol ve at AIT II\ A. A !ire """ started at 
I.!O'I'UP»>A POINT, and another one at TOKO lUSSION. Only ocanty antiaircraft 
fire waa received. One ATenger crashed in the water. 

On 23 December, at 12:40 p.m., ai.x Ventura• boll!bed and atratod a 
pooaible radar otation and the l1ghth011ae at CAPE ST. Cl!:DRCE, on tho 
southern end of NEW IRELAND . This attack was !rom tree-top level. Three 
Zeros and negligible antiaircratt tiro .. rc encountered. So"" alight damage 

/e done to our planes. 

/ Prel1minary reports on tho tighter •-P of RABAUL, on 23 Doeolliler, at 
' 1:30 P•"'•• 1nc:l1catos that t wenty-tour erMIIIIJ' fi8htera wore dootroyod with ai.x 
fighters probably damaged. To date, three or our Corsairs and cno Hellcat 
ar'e JO>ioaing, Eighteen Liberators hit LA!ClJNAI air t1o1d at RABAUL and re­
gistered hits on tho nortb,..ot onc:l of the run...,., causing a large oxploaion 
on tho runn.:r and one in tho reveto>ont area, T.alvo Zoroo got through our 
tighter oonr and t110 of thm ...,... dootroyed. Ono ot our eo~pilots wao 
110unded and a Liberator wao otruck in her gao tanka • 

.- On 23 December, aixteen A1racobr&4, from the local TOROKINA do!enae 
!oree, bod>od and otrated tho SKJRTLAND Area. 

On 23 December, a patrol plano tram CIUADALCANAL, atrated two camolltlagod 
bergoo on t ho boaeh at FEN! ISL.IND, and another one ot AIIBITI.B ISLAND. 'nloeo 
ialando are ott the aouthout coaot ot NE\'1 IRELAND. In tho oamo area, anotbor 
patrol plano otrated a alaop towing barges, orr ~'liGURIA ISLAND, a hundred 
miloo nortbout ot N!r.Y IRELAND 1 and killed moot ot tho 1'1ttoon ""'n manning 
tho &lOOp . Tho boat .... art in a ainking condition. 
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UNITED STATES F!.J;;IZT 
lh!ADQUAI'T1!:1lS OF T lrl CO~IMANOU IH CHUlP 

NAVY Ci&PARTNDOT. WAIHIJoiOfO!(, U. C.. 

4 p.a. 24 O.c.-r 194 

S0!1!'!! .!/!!! C!IITRAI. PACI FIC (Cont1d. ) 

Earl7 in the attomoon, 21 O.cOIII>or, td.sht Liberatore an<! !our 
Cato.J.inf.o, on a photo lll111ion to K"IIAJAI..EIN, dropped a1x tona or bombo, 
r .. ul.ting in an unoboorvod nuaber or !ir01 and oxpl.oeiono. Nino onoa.r 
tisbtora intercepted, 1111118 •rial bombt. No damage roaultod to our 
planet and no .,....,. pl-• wro shot down. 

On 21 O.Comber, DIIDJI, JAWIT ATOIJ., wao bod>ed b7 ol..xhon Nollcata 
and • ....,to.., Dauntlut din boolboro. Vouol o and &WI inotollationo..,.. 
.tratod ond ono ....U\11 oin !rol..sbter wao l ott with bor a.torn awash and 
ont au.1l cratt in a tinking condition. No ORQT oircratt wao eeon. One 
Uborator waa loot and t"" Kolle at a IU!!orod alight d.amago. 

On 22 Oocombor, tlovon Dalllltloaa divo bombers, sixtoon Airacobrao 
and. ono Hellcat, attacked IIIUE ATOIJ.. A turtaco ship wu lott bu.rning 
and oottling atto.r roctiYing throe !ivo hllllctr.d. pow¥! hita. Tho Airacobrao, 
in oddition to otrating a trol..sbter, aloo bit gw> inotollat.iona and otartod 
-ral tl.ru. F011r to t1x fi&htera intercepted and. ono wao thot dot~~~, ono 
probablJ' d.ootroyed., and ono da:oagod. T1IO Ublratora and ono Hellcat ro­
coi'Nd &ll..sbt cUc.aao. 

~~r~- ~r~ 

I 
Tho oubmari:ne GRAIBACK, returning troD. a patrol ~Cilm!AL-PASHI6, 

.,, reported. on 22 Doc ember, that ahe had 0\lnk aix &nOlii,Y ahipa and. a ... agod two 
othero !or a total ot thirty-.!our tho11oan<l ton.o. 

- 725 -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
l-IP.ADQUARTtiltS Of' Till C0).1MA.'l0}1:R IN C1HRP 

NAVY DEPARTUJUio"T, WASIIIl"GTOS, 0 C 

9 a ... . 24 December 1943. 

{PUTH AI!!? CtliTR,U. PACIFIC (Cont'd,} 

A ree<>nn&iaoOl>Ce plan., 22 Deeec>bor 1 pooaibzy ~d by banbing o.nd 
otratillg a number ot loaded mtacy' bargoo ott tho north ohore ot C2iEEN 
ISIJ.ID, DOrthw .. t ot 9./KA ISLAND. 

In tho TORO!CINA Sl!X:TOR, &::>UGAINVILIB ISLAM>, ainor patrol aetivit;r 
continued throughout 21 December . Artillor;r tire ,..,. exchanged o.nd tin 
ot ""~' llarineo nre wounded , EnOIQy artillor;r and 110rtara •re alleneed b7 
our coaatal batteriea. 

'lllero are indioaUone that tho Japan••• hi!Vo evacuated the aru. in 
the vicinit;r o! l!AIEVOLI , north coaat ot CHOISElJL ISlAND. POROI'ORO, nortb 
CHOISQIL ISLAND baa boon abandoned b;r tho e~. There are, however, 1!1407 
Japanese reported in the aru. botweo.n the IIUI.A.Y.BULI and the VIAR.~IOR RIVERS, 
north CHOis&JL I SlAND. 
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UNITED STA TES FLE ET 
UEADQUARTIU 01' T11B C0U.MAHD£R IN Clllt.J' 

N'AVV DBI'AitT)IaHT. WAtmNCTOS, 0 C. 

4 p.m. 23 Dec..W.r 1943 . 

SOUTH AIID cniTRAL PACIPIC (Cont1d,) 

ine~~cy" bivouac arwaa on BOUOAJliVILl.E ISLAND, wre bombed and atr&!ed 
during the nigbts of 20-21. DeceJiiler, and 21-22 December, by two Li~ratora. 
R .. ulte ot theee attacke were unobserved. Two Ventura night fighters 
bombed FAlSI, SI!CilTLAND .AREA, during the night of 21-22 Decllllber. 

At lltlD a,m., 22 Dececber, filtY"""i&ht dive bombers and tweot,.-aix 
torpedo bombers, coYered by thirt,.-thr .. fightare, attacked an •"""'7 barge 
concentration area on S<JUHA ISL.IND, md antiaircratt positions in this 
'fioinity and at BOlUS, BOUOADI'III.U Ili.AND. Mite wre scored scong a group 
ot bargee, on antiaircratt gun poeitions and a tuel clump was clestro,ed. 
The tighter• strated barges 1D the CHABAI AREA an:1 aet on tire a tual du.lllp 
at CHABAI, BOWp!!VIU!: ISLAHD. Three o! the banbera were dal:uiged by anti­
aircr&!t !ire. 

During the ""'rning o! 22 December, five ILitchells attacked Japanese 
huts in NtlliA NUllA, central east BOOOAINVIIJ.E ISLAN), A n~mber ot fire• 
wre atarted and several huts were destroyed, 

C 
At 12()0 P""·• 22 December, six Venturas and eight Lightnings attacked 

ene~ shipping in the vicinity of AIIBIT13 ISL.Im, ott the southeast coast 
ot NEii IRELAN). Four eneD,Y barge a wre set on !ire, 

At about noon, 22 December, nine ILitehells attacked the BUKA Chinatown 
and also dropped bombs on both eid .. or BUKA PASSAGE. Pirea were started 
at a seaplane base and in the area west of the BIKA air atrip. 

During 22 December, nine ltitchells banbed t he ·~ .upply area at 
KIHIU, southeast BOUGAINVIW ISLAND, and !our ltitchella attacked e111Q7 
instalbtione on SliO.'i'II.AND ISLAHD. Result. o! thue attacks wre not ob"rved. 

At noon,22 Deceaber, !our lighter planes bombed a possible ~barge 
hideout in ANEffA BA!, wet KIETA. 

At )tOO p.m., 22 Deced;)er, four fighters aet on t ire an e~ tual dUIIIP 
in north BOWAIIIVILI8 ISLAND. 

At St35 p .m. , 22 DeceJiiler, eight fighter planu etarted a nlllllber of 
tiru at TURAKA, central ea.t coast o! BOOGADIVILLE ISLNil. 

N1A1A t.'IDIA, clllltral eaat BOCOlDiVILLE ISLAND, wu bo~ by twlYe tighter 
planee at St2S p.a., 22 O.cetllber, and later, by eight 110re fighters . The 
entire 'tillage ,.... aat on lire, 

( 

On 22 December, a reconnaieaance pl- bombed and apparently destroy.d a 
eennt.T-!in toot •lllllliT barge in the ncinity ot Ala!ITLE ISLAND, soutbeut coa • 
of NSI'I I!lltl.AHD. Thia pl ane then atr&!ed another ~ barge which wu later 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
lll!fiDQUARTgJ OF TIU! COMMAI<DIUt IN QUIJf 

HAVY DP"AaT:t.U•.ST. WAJUI''CTOS, D C. 

9 a.a. 23 Doco:ber 1943. 

;!(l!1!K JllD CE!I~AL P4Cll'l!! (Cont'd,) 

On Docomber 20, dxtoen Aratr Libera~oro, operating fr<m CIJ/roN and 
NAIIIl!EA, dropped t wentr-fOIU" ton. of boonbo on ILALOI'' AP, ll.l'\SiALL ISLANDS. 
4 ll\llllbor of !iroa were ott.rt.ed, ~~ en.,.:r fighter• 1ntercoptad and of 
~ .. four wore abet d..., and five o oro srobably dootro)'Od, '!hroo of 
ou.r plenoa wore ehot dOWD, tho rt10aindor roturnod dor.l&&od duo to air coo­
bat or b7 t.bo 1ntonoo &ntiaircraf~ firo encou.ntoro<i. 

Prio.r to dawn, 20 Doccber, two onoJIO' pla.>~a boo:bed TA.'IDIA, otartod a 
.. &U fire and couaod ooco d~~Uge to 1Nt&llat1ooo. 

Prior to dawn, 19 Dece•bor, tour onOIIIT planes 1no!!oct.ivoly bombed 
w.KIN ISLAIID. '!be following morning six " """'7 planes dropped bcmba on 
~ without o!!oct, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HBADQtJARTIUtS OY THP. CoMt.IAI-IDIR u: CIU!:, 

'SA'JY OI!:Pit.C!TliiENT. WAJHI-'"G1'0~ . D. C. 

4 p.-. :U O.COIIbor 1943 

SOO'!H .!Ill> Cl!N'lRAl. PACIFIC ( Cot>t' d, ) 

Bad woathor 1ntortorrod with t~ operationa onr BOOGAINVILLE on 21 
O.C«Gbar. 

During the do,y, eix lll.tcbolle boalbod and otn!od IICIIIOITU U!SSICIII , eoutb­
weet interior ot BOUGAINVILLS ISLAND. 

At 1:15 p,,.. on 2l O.COIIbor, a roconD&iooa.nco pla..,e otra!od a1x enelttJ' bo.rges 
1n an inlet on the oouthwoot eoaat or AliBITL& ISLAND, east eoast ot NEW IRELAND. 
Results were not observed. 'l'hr11 enemy barges were strafed by anotber recoMai sa 
plano about thirty miles ~<est of BUKA ISLAND . 

At 3:00 a. m. 22 Doc ... ber, motor torpedo boato oank an ODOII\Y barge three 
mUee oouth of OTUA ISLAND, ooutheaot of BWGADMLL& I SLA!ID, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
JJJtADQUAII:T£RS OfT THI C0)lr.tANOtR IN Cli!Y.P 

~A'IIY DP.PAR1'M&."''T. WMJII~CTO:O.', 0 . C. 

9 a.m. 21 December 1943. 

I!JUTH AND CEN'l'RAI, PN:!P'IC (Cont ' d ,) 

During the night ot 19-20 December, night tightora boalbed the JABA 
RIVER AREA. A Coroair intoreeptod and ahot do.., a tloat pliDOI. 

At 10:45 a .m. , 20 Doccnbar, eight Witcholla bombed KOROVO VIUAGS, 
and ot. 11:10 a.m., tin more again attacked t ho area. Roaults """ unob­
eornd. 

J:Wi.ng 20 Docombar, eight Witchollo otruck BUKA and one bo:nbod KIHIU. 
Reaulte were not reported. 

Fight er planee throughout 20 December, etratod tho out co oat of 
BOUGAINVILLE ISL.\!ID &r11&1 set on tiro houoes oo I.!ABIRI . 

During t ho loto afternoon ot 19 December, eleven Liberators oper ating 
!ran Cwon, dropped fittoon tone ot boltbo on an unnamed ieland t.,., miles 
north ot TAROA, whore a radio at ation and " tank ! <lrm were installed. 
Twont:y-!iva •'*'Y tighter• intercepted, Seven wore probabl7 dostro70d and 
t i ve wore damaged, Two ot our plano• wore damaged and throe o! tho peraomel 
injured. 

On 19 December, three Liberatore struck POPORANG, eouthoaot SHORTLAW 
ISLAND, and throe others bombed Kn!IU. A IJ.barator attacked each of tho 
following placee on BOUGAINVIUE ISLAND, BUKA, BONIS, RATSOA, KARA. 

On 20 Decambor, !i!t:y-nino dJ.w lx:mbere and hont7...,ight torpedo bombera, 
oecorted b7 thirt7'"0no tighter • bomed n ot BONIS and s:>HA!IA ISLNID . Bite 
wore scored 111110ng gun poeitione and in a group ot •'*01 barges. Eight or 
tho tighter e aeorto atrated TEHEKAIJ and KIETA, BOUGAnNILLE ISLA!ID. One dive 
boo:ber !ailed to retum. 

A reeomaieaeneo plano, on tho ear17 morning or 21 December , attacked 
two ODIIIIJ barges with unreported reeulte nortbeaet ot CAPE ORFCRD, NE'II' BIUTAIN. 

A preli.min&r7 report indieatoo t hat an unreported number o! our deatro70r: 
bombarded Japaneeo concentrations in the TINPI1f5-PAPAS areaa, north BOUGAI.t+­
VllLE ISLAND. I t was reported t hat the target area waa well covered. 
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UNI TED ST ATES FLEET 
Hf.AOQUAkTUJ or THIS COMUANDEI I~ C1HIU' 

NAVY Olt"PAitTt.tt!~. WA!UISCTO!.I , D. C. 

9 a.m. 21 December 1943. 

S)UT!! N!D C»!Til!\1. PACIFIC (Cont•d.) 

On 16 Doe-r, a recOM&111&nco plane bombe<l and strllod an OIIG.7 
veoael at a pior in BBJ:I .u-ou.. Reault.a of tho attacl< were not ropon.cl. 

On 19 Doccbar, !ourtooo kzfq U~tors, oparating r:- NAIICI£SA, 
droppocl .W.Otooo ton• or bcxtbo on ma and started a n~r or ti.reo. 
Fou.r ell~ !1sl>toro intorcoptod &nd of thoeo C1D0 Wal ehot cl"'"' and IDOther 
probabl7 dootroyeci. Tho ontQJ droppocl ten to fi.Cteoo urial bomba and claa­
a&•d fiYo ot our planee . One Uborator was destroyed whon l&nding oo 1te 
return. 

JJ\Irina the morning of 19 Doccbor, to.ol ve ~ Uboratoro, operating 
traa lUKIN, attacked KIU&. Ono grounded on~ 1:10di\la baabor and t"" tigbtera 
w ro dootro,ed. &gilt Zoroo intorcoptod and ono of thaoo wae ehot clown. Wo 
lost t"" plano•. 

During tho nl.D>t o! 19 Docod>or, a C&t&llna attacked IC7AJAIEIN, and aot 
oo tiro a lora• Japanese freighter. 

On 20 Dacad>or, ninetoon kzfq Uboratora dropped t•m~sevon tona ot 
baabe en IIIll.B and started a l argo tiro. In addition, a grounded eneooy 
adi~a bolllber ancl three !ightore wore cloetroJOd. Ono en•1 tighter plano 
dropped an uri&l bomb which d~cl a Liberator. 

1i.l Tho aubmol-ine ASPBO during tho night or 17 Docod>or , oorll:tour OD8"iY 

"~ treightore and da:laaod t""• 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEAD()UARTC:It:S 01-· T HE C0J.1MANOUR IN CHIEF 

NAVY D.ePARTM£~'r, WMI-UNCTON, D. C. 

4 p.m. 20 December 1943. 

SOU'nl AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cent 'd. ) 

During the night of 18-19 December, tv."O Ventura night fighters a.nd a 
CorsAir bOI!Ibed the JABA RIVER AREA, llOUGAil\'VIUE !SLAJIJD. Results were mt 
reported. 

On the nigilt of 18-19 December, about ten cr fifteen Japeneee planes 
dropped awroxim.atel.Jr thirty bombs in the TC»iOKINA AREA, llOUGAINVILLE I SLAND, 
which ~d three men. 

At llrJO a .m., and again at 12r45 p.m., 19 December, thirty-two dive 
bombers and thirty-five tcrpedo bombers, in two waves, attacked the auppl.Jr 
and peraomel erea at KIE'I'A HARBOR, BOUGAINVILIE ISlAND. A number or huts 
were destroyed in addition to the RIGU MISSION bridge. Hits were also scared 
on several antiaircratt gun positions. 

At noon 19 December, twenty-five lo!itchalla bombed the bivouac and supply 
areas at loiOISURU, southeast llOUGAINVILU: ISLAND. 

At 12:55 p.m., 19 December, sixteen Liberators, escorted by !i.!ty fightere, 
banbed RABAIJL, NEll BRITAIN. One enemy cargo veaael or transport was set on 
fire and amther probably set on fire. A sul:carine i .n the harbor was possibl.J' 
damaged. About forty or fifty en~ figilters intercepted. or these, four were 

~ 
ahot dawn. VIe lost two Corsairs and two Kittyhawks, tho latter in m1d...air 

}, collision oyg_09»_tbwe~ !pUGAfNYlb!§ I!ji,A)Jl. In additioo, one of our bombers 
suataiiied llll.nor damage. 

At 3:10 p.m., 19 December, three J.iracobras bombed the REINI RIVER AREA, 
oortheaat EWPRESS A!JGUSTA BAY, IDUGAINVIU.E ISLAND. 'lhree bite were scored on 
a warehouae. Two other J.ircobraa strafed KOIARIS VILLAGE. 

At ll :06 p.m., a recoDOaissance plane attacked a convoy of eight ene~ 
ehipa thirty mil.es south southeast of DYAIJL ISLAND, northwest coast of NEW 
IRELOO. One troop tran4X>rt wu reported sunk. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
UUDQUART£1l.S or THe CO~tMANDEK IN CtiiP.F 

NAVY DBPARTM&.~T. WASJU~CTOS, D. C. 

9 a.~. 20 Dec~ar 194J. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

Fighter plane patrols, operating over the TO.ROKIKA Area, during 18 
December, strafed five &nllll,Y barges ott the northeast central coast of 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAI\0. 

At J:05 a.m., 19 December, a reconnai..,ance plane att acked an enemy 
aub~ne with unreported reaulta 18 miles west northwest of FENI ISLAND, 
southeast coast of NEoV IRELAND.,... ._ . ;-. 

C I ""'""'vvvW I 
It ie est~ted that the PIVA airstrip on BOUGAINVIU.E ISLAND Will be 

ready !or our planea on 25 Dec1111ber. 

'lbe !olloldng additional details have been received i .n comoction with 
the sinking of the coastal transport (APc-21) by enllll,Y aircraft: 

The transport was aunk at 8:15 a.~., 17 December by a direct 
~b hit while escorting a convoy of landing craft and other ... an 
veasele in the vicinity of AR.&r.E, NEW BRITAIN. Out of forty t o 
!i!ty enany !ightera and bombers th..t attacked, fourteen of t hem 
were dutrRled by ~ire !ran the conv'!Y, and, in additi on, S!x 
prob&bfi'destroyed. ~iirfous'iiiifl<l.amii€e was sustained by LCT's 
88, J78 , 384 and JS6. D!S-50 also sustained dmage from a near 
mu. Ca.sualtias were not reported. 

The !.lAKIN airstrip and taxiway 18 ninet,..thrae percent ccmplete. 'lba 
fi.!:~ f!_gbter and Ught banber attack by Arlrq planaa basad on this ialand 
wa.s executed against w:n.tE c:c lS December. Six groun<lad &!I8Jil¥ fighter 
planes were destroyed and three ware dmagad. No eneJ:cy" planes were encoun­
tered. We lost on• plana due to operational causes . 

During the night of 18 December, about t110 &nllllJ' planes dropped three 
bombs on TARAWA. No dmage was sustained. 

'!be AI'EIUIU bomber strip 1a aevent,..tive percent canplete and the taxi­
way forty percent. 
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U NITED STA TE S FLEET 
HIADOUAJrTUU OF 1'11r. C0:.1MAND!:R IN CllleF 

~AllY D!MRTM.t."'T, WASHl'-'CTO:o.', 0 . C. 

9 a,ll, 20 O...oab.r 194J, 

SOU111 AND CENTRAL PACiriC (Cont 1c!. ) 

During the nig'ht ot 17-18 Dec .. bor, 110tor torpod? boato attacked. and 
c:INtro;vod two .. _ bu&&& ott tho eout h eoaat ot BUI(J. ISlAND. An oniiiQ' noat 
plono 1notteet1Yol,1 'llooobed our bo&to. 

At about the oUI& time, otbor 110tor torpedo boato bolllbarded with 110rtar 
tire tho area at tho mouth of tho JABA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISI.Ahll. Tho .. -o" 
did not rotum tiro. 

Durin& t he night of 17-18 December, three medium bombero dropped t>od>e on 
OW' anchorage at TCJ!Q(lNA POINT, BOUGAINVIlLE ISLA.W. Ono boat waa d.,..ged and 
two un wet'e injured. 

Night tightoro dropped bombo on the SHOR'l'I.AND-FAISI Area, BOUCAINVILLB 
ISLAN D during tho night or 17-18 Doe .. ber. 

At 9:50 a .m. 18 Deelllber, oix lliteholls attacked on""'Y concentration& in 
the Yieinit;v of POP.O PORO, nortl:tweat CHOISQJL I SLAND. Reaulte •ere uncboonod. 

At 11:1.2 a . m. 18 O...embor, eleven llitcholl boabora bombed KOROVO, aouth­
oaot SI!OR'IUJID ISLAND. A 1ar&• oplooion, !ollO'Wed 1:!7 tiro, •a• oboorYed. 

At llt50 a.a. l8 ·ooeomber, ninote .. Liboratora at ruek tho CPJ.BAI J.:roa, 
BOUCAINVIlLE ISLAND. Roeulta or tho attack wore not repol'toc:l. 

On 18 DoeOIIIbor, tittT-nin• din boalbors and fort7-two torpedo bolllbora 
b<*>ed II<JiOITU-.IIOSICETTA Area, aouth'lfoat interior ot BOUGAINVIU.I! ISlAND. An 
.....Ution dup waa aplodoc:l, two bric:l&•• and a number or bulldinea wore 
c:lootro7ed. One din bollbor tilled to return, 

'lbrousbout tbo 11110 dq 1 a Liberator dropped bollba on PCI'OilANO, oouth 
SHORT!.AND ISLAND. r .. 110ro Liberatore attacked KIHILI, and. throe boabod !lETA, 
BOUGAINVIlUI ISLAND. 

On 18 Doeollber, tin Liberatore bombed tho ouppl7 ar• at BQIIS, north 
B<nlAINVILLE ISLAND. Reoulto wore not reported. 

Dur1na 18 Dee .. bor, the oaot coaet or BUI(J. IS!J.ND waa etratod 1:!7 twmt7 
fighter planoo. N-.rouo ap1ooiono and tir•woro oboorYed , 

On 18 Docollbor, IlSSA POINT, northwoot BW ISLAND, wao otra!ed b7 tnntT­
t'IIC Coro&iro, Rooulto ot thio attack we,.. not r.,crtoc:l, except tor tho clootruc­
tion ot one on""'Y bug• in BUU PASSAGE. 
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~"" .. v ...,o 

UNITED STATES FI.EET 
IH!ADQUARTF.R$ 01' TIU! COMMANOISR IN CJIIE:I' 

NAVY DKI'ARTMENT, WASlfi~CTON. (), C. 

9 a.~. 19 December 1943, 

SOUTH J\ND CENTRAL P~IFIC (Cont•d , ) 
;~ 

' A coaatal transport (APc- 21) was sunk by enemy airerart. in t.he vicinity of 
ARA:IE, ND'I BRITAIN, on 17 Oeeamber. No further details are available at present , 
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U NIT E D STATE S FL E ET 
H!ADQVARTF.MS GV Tlln CO).IMASDIUI IN CIUtP' 

NAvY DBrARTMIJrro'T, WA"IISGTOS, J) C 

9 ..... 19 llec•bv 191,3. 

SOUTH ANt> C!N'!'RAL PACIFIC (Con~'d, ) 

At 10•30 a.a. 17 Dec .. w, dght.en llitchell baobera bod>ed IIALAI, 
IIORJUS.U ISLAJm, aou~b ot SI!ORTLAIID ISLAJID. Your .all t1reo wore atarted. 
Ono or our bombora wu forced down on tho water near BACA ISLAND ( woot ot 
VEU.A !.AVELLA). two or the bolllbor poraonnol wore killed and tour wore 
r·eacued. 

During tho 110rning or 17 llecabor, t our Cora&iJ'a etratod and oot on tire 
a nwabor or buto alona t ho .aot coaot of BUl(A ISLANll. 

On tho same morning, oightr-throa fighter planoa engaged about thir~7 
or !ort7 oneey tighter ploneo over RABAUL, 1m\' BRITAIN, Six or t ho onoav wore 
de!initel7 abot down, two Kitt)'hawl<o tailed to return, 

At noon 17 Doc .. w, t ittr- tour diYo bombera and t wentr-eig)lt. torpedo 
bombora atruck tho BAI.L.U.E ISUIID (SHOR'IUND Aroo) run-....r and mtiaircratt 
gun poaitiona, P'ireo wwro started, and a nuoobor ot tbo gull pooitiono ~ 
han beon damaged. 

At l1lO p,a, 17 Decolllbor, a reconNLill&nto plane bombed tho NAIIATANJ.I 
MJ11""3, DOrtheaot contro.l 1m\' IRELAND. Roaulto wore not reported, Lnter, 
in tba vicinlt7 ot PORT BORGEN, woat NEW IRELJ.ND, thio pl.ano attacked and 
dootrorocl an e!C>tr-foot .,..,7 b&rgo tilled with Japanooo, Tho pla.'lo wao 
damaged b)r Jll&chino gun tiro, 

At 3•00 p,a. 17 Docanbor, rive Venturao attacked Japanooe concontr<Ltiona 
<Lt PORO PORO and 'l'ElUKUKURE, northwoot CHOISWL ISLAND. Roaulta wore unobaerveo 

J.ir operation• againot on""T baooo in tho IIARSHALL ISLANDS were balllperod 
b7 pool:' weather, At noon 18 Docombor, ono Liberato"' bombed IIIU.E, llo enOIIIT 
plSllea were encountered. 

l!OUGAIJIVT!f! ISLAND CROUMJ SI'I\JATION 

Our troopa continuo to attack tho on11117 in tho northoaet aector ot tho 
TO:lOKINA poeition, wlloJ'o tho Japanoee aro encircled on three aid.oo, 

Botwoan 3•00 P•"'- 16 Docombor and 3•00 p,a:.. 17 Oocolllbor, a coq>&D7 ot 
tl\o l4S'ftl INFANTRI attaakod. on~ positiona oaot ot tho TOR:>KINA RIVER. ~ 
troape tound .-.-roue on~ dead, killed b7 provioue artillery tire. Our 
torooo ad...,Jtced about tin-hundred 7ard1, wboro about tort7 or o1xt7 oncuated 
on-.r buzlkore woro found, 
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UN ITE D STA TES PLEET 
JIJtAtiQU"ITilts OF nc• Co»MA~~~nt• IN cmar 

i<A VY Da'.un.Tl~. WASH:L~"'· D. C. 

9 a.m. 18 Dec~~ber l~ 

SOU'!!l AIJl CS::TRAL P.IC!?!C (Cont 'd. ) 

Durin& t he lllOrning of l~ Doel<llbor, twenty-one krmlf Liberatore, operat i ng from NAI;O!.IEA, ELLICE ISLANDS, dropped t>rent;y-tivo tono ot bombo on TAIIOA ISLAIID, ll.lilSHAU. ISLANDS . 'lhirty One:ll)' tighter planu intercepted and droppocl a ~r ot aerial bombo. Two oC the onorq pl&neo wro dutro)'od, eight probabl)' c!ootroyoc!, and eight ci&:nagod . Ton ot o\U' planes suotainoc! damage and one was torced d""n 1n t he vicinity ot TAROA. One ot our bomber pe rsonnel was ldJ..lod by an aerial boc;b, 

At about aunoot, 15 Doco:ber, ton Az-::1:r Liberators, operating Croe CAlv'TCtl ISI.l~ID, dropped oovontoon tons ot bombo on ':IOTJE, t!ARSHAlL ISUJ.l!S. A number ot hits wore scored in the bu.1ld1ng area . No enemy planes were encOWl"Ured. 
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COWIHCH FU.I 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 

IICAnQUARTUS Ot Till COMWAHDitt ll't CutF.P 

NAVY DE-PARTMF.J'IIT. WAIIIINCTO!f, 0. C. 

9 •••· 17 O.Oooabor 1943 

sgm« AHD C!liTRAL PACifiC (Copt'd, ) 
~ .. 

<> or I"" podUOGO ,.... deetro7ed cr 4ea&ed. Lator, tbr .. L1beratore a&aitl -eel SCIWI.l ISLA.'ID, !be .u..p.,.eo.l u .. at BCIIIS wu later att&cked b7 
tbr" L1btlratoro. 

1he li&btor .. cort ot!'&led 'l!!lllll(AU, KmTA, northaaot c-r&l ooaot or 
BCOOUli'/ll.I.E, IWIICA and llaiOI'lU, eoutbnot 1ntor1ol' JIOOCAJJIVIU.S I SUND. 
1hree ol our eli Yo tx.bero, appar.,tl7 dua&ed, landed in the nt.,., but three 
pilota and one aunner ••r• r eacue4. 

llan,y Ja:po.neu wen ~oported on orth .. at BOOOAINVII.LE ISLA!ID, od.th 
conc.,trat1one at PAPAS and T'INP1.J1'S oporta further 1nlo...ect tbat the ooor-

1

land &YaC\I&tiOII ot ooutb ISUKD no about to ot&rt, 

To date, 52, 000 peroocm&l &lid. 60, 200 tone o r C&r&O baY& ~ .. tro.noported 
to 1'0E!JUJiA, BOU:i.liNVILL! ISUJID. 10,400 p.,.eonn&l and 16,~ tone ot cuao 
heY& l>Mn landed 011 'Jlll.t3IIRf ISLI.h1l, 

-
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U NI T ED STA TES FLEET 

HitAOQUAkTaR:S Ot T'Htl: COl.IMA:iOU 1)'1 CHit:f 

!'CA VY D:J!:PARTMP.,...T . W~HIN(;TON'. 1), C. 

9 •• ~. 17 Ooeonbor 1943 

SOOTH AND CENT!l)J, PACIFIC (COf!t 1d,) 

llurlnc tho &.ttomocc or 14 Doe-, ...... t ... Liberatoro, operatill& 
!roa P'UIIAFUTI, JLLIC! ISLANDS, bollbed TAROA, and atartad l&rao tiraa 1n tho 
hancer ar•• Fi!t.., mOIQ' fighter planoo intorcoptad, Ono wao doatro7ocl, 
ro'IU' prob&blJ dllti'Ofocl &l'ld rh'o cluaaod. n.r .. ot our bolll>era o~atainad 
ol:l.&ht daa&•• ( '!hio 1IU prmou.oq roportocl 1n a cOIIIIIUill.quo reloaoocl bJ 
CincPac.) 

On tho 110min& of 15 Doc.o~>or, eight J.rwv Liberatore, oporatill& troa 
CANTON ISLAND, dropped titt.on tou or bolll>o 011 WOTJ!:, IW!SHALL ISLANDS. A 
nuaber or !iroo &Dd. uplo&iooo waro oboorncl. No •MIV planea woro .. count­
orocl, &Dd. ell or our planoo rotumld without. ~·· 

The !ollowiQ& c-.J.quo boo boon relO&Oed on 16 Doc•bor 1'1 CincPac: 

•R•"1 bolllbora ot the SEmTH AAl' atrw::l< T.I.ROA and II"OTJE, in the IIARSHALL: 
on 15 Docolllbar ( woot longitude date) ctroppinc 110re than rort1 tona ot bcabo 
d•••a1Qi ino~l&tiona 011 both ial&Dd.o. At T.I.ROA, whore d&lu.&• no 1ntUctld 
on building• and otoraao opacoa, our -bora ware att&cl<ed bT t birt1 tnOIQ' 
!ightera. Too Zeroa wore ahot cloW111 eight wore proboblT ahot clown, and 
o:l.&ht ot hera were claa&aode Ona ot our planoa wu loat &Dd. aovoral othero 
outtared d&a&&•· One crow aolllbar or another ot Oil%' planoa wu klllocl, At 
WOT.n;, wboro firoo wore obotrYed aa result o! the bollbill&o, n«to ot our pl&noa 
were daaa&lld.•" 

During tho night ot 1,5-16 Docaber, motor torpedo boato boabordld, with 
110rtar tiro, ILUAVIA, out o! l'OllCf;IIIA, BOUGJl!IVIUE I SLAND. 

On tho a oat night, night tiahtoro bollbed en "''T 1notallat1ono Oft POPCJRJJiG 
ISLAiiD, oouthO&Ot ot SIIORTLAND I SLAND. Later, at llt45 ••••• two Liberatore 
aa•in - tho &roo and otarted • nuaber o! .ul tireo • 

At 8t00 a,a. 16 Doe.bor, t our Vontvu bc.hocl and otratod the aoutbout 
~ AUOUSTA BAY Art&, BOOOAIMVILLI ISLAJID, 

At llt30 •••• 16 Doc.bor, tourtoon Liberator• bo.-bod IICJIGTO, north o! 
BQIIS, BOOG.UNVILIJ! !SUllO. A boa'l)' uplo&ion waa oboonod. 

At 11:45 a.a, 16 Docollbor, fin 111tcbollo1 ooeor~ed 1!1 aigbt tighter•, 
boabocl SAN!tAU ISLAND, IIATCRI!i BAt Aroo, BOUCAIIIVILt! ISLAND. A hit no oeorod 
on a tuel cllolp, 

On 16 Docoabor, linT eli YO -eY'O and. twont,r-oight torpedo bolt> era, 
oocortld bJ thirt,r-tov tiahtor plant!.t_ bod>. ocl on~ ~_pc>eitiona on SOIIANA 
ISLAIID, oouth ot BU!A PASSAOE and IICII1:;, north I!OII:JAIIIVILLE ISLAND. A nUIIber 
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U NI TED STATES FLEET 
El!ADQIJA,UIU 0, Till C0).1WANDtR HI Clfii:P 

t.'AvY DU:PAilrloiiN'r, WAJIUNGTQ!"', D C. 

4 p.a. 16 Deecb.r 1943 

SOOT!! All!? C!!!IT!W. P/.CiliC (Cout.' cl, ) 

Boupi,m11 l e l el ertd G1'9W!1 Slt»&t,1cp 

At. Ta!OIDIA, oo 15 DeeOIIbor, 0\ll' t.roopa, oupport.ed bT art.Ul•J'1 aDd. 
plmea, COilt.ialed to att.acl< .,.., podt.icoa in t.be nort.b..-t aect.or, '!he 
.. oov• • art.Ule.,. aDd. .ortar tire in thu sect.ar bu inor .. aed. Patroll 
in the recCII'IMJ.ea&DCe or the !MIA NUllA '1'RA.IL roport.ed I<Uli.ni ton Jopa on 
l4 Deo.-bor, 
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U NI TED STATES F LEET 
HKAOOUAI'T'IU OF Till CONWAN'DII.k IN CHJU' 

l'l'AvY DlrAin'WDn', WAlHJI«:-l'OJrl: , 0 C. 

4 p.a. 16 Dec-'-' 1W.) 

p11H AMP C!fTP..U, P e\CIPIC (Coot.' 4. ) 

Durinc tboo ni&ht ot 14-15 Dec•btlr, oJ&bt !i&hten baoobed F.U.SI, 
SHOR'IUIID Area, and tba nciAitT or the JABJ. RIVI!R IIOO'nt, BOOGJ.Uvn.u; 
ISLAIID. ema ll1&flt t1J)It.r, cpC'&ti.Da OY&r the BUU-IlCIIIS Are&, taUed. 
to retlll"'1o 

At 10:0) &.2. 15 DeciOib.,. 1 twtnt,-one Llberetora dropped. bcabe aad 
at.arted. a nuaber or ra.. on SCliWU lSLAJID, oovtb or BUU P.t.SSAGB. A 
nuaber at en-.r &Wl poaitiona nro probablT daAa&ed.. At tile •- tiM, 
a I.1b&rator booobed. H<J1G1U, north ot llCIIIS, BCIUCUJIVILLI l.SLAHD, and an­
otbC' he&YT bc*>C' attaclced. ICD!ILI, eoutb BCIUCAl!IVILt! I.SLAJi!), Reoulta 
o! tile 1ut two attaclce were not reported. • 

.l.t 10:)0 .... 15 Dec•ber, twtntr-thr" llitcballa and 111xtotn fighter 
planoo attaclced. and otarted. -n.r 1arco fireo in CI!DU.'l'CIIll, aout b BUJU. ISLAll 
A lara• aploaioc w:itb ...,..e 'fieible tor aixtT 111leo wu ob .. ned.. 'l'bo 
!tchtor Ncort otrated. T!KIIUU and tho Jtii'l'J. lii.RBOR Area. 

At 10:50 a.a. 15 Dec•b&r, aixtr-tin din bcabero and twtnt,--ono 
torpl<io bcllbero, oocorted. b7 tortr-thr .. ti&htoro, attacked .,.,... anti­
aircraft podtiono in tho BUU-IlCillS Area. 'lhr" &Wl poeit1ona ...,., deotro 
ed. anc1 a OUII\btlr of othero 41aa4fed., 'l'bo figbtor eocort otratod 'l'DU!KAU anc1 
KIB'l'J. Area, BOUG.UNV1Ltll ISLAND, an4 oot on tiro a 11waber ot huto. 

At nocn 15 O.C.aber, olxtoc torpedo boabtlro, in eupport or our trccpe 
boabed. tnOIQ' pod tiona 1n the DOrtheaet TOJaiiiA ooct or, BOtJO.I.IJIV1:U ISLAH 

llurinl 15 0.0-'-'1 oi&ht l1ttJba*o d"tJ'OTed. a brid&e at RUJI.U, oout 
n8t BOOG.UITlU.ll ISLA.~D. 

em 15 O.C•btlr' a reconnaioaanoe plane boabed. aDd otrat ed. an - bar 
oca luldred. aDd t'""tT lli.l.N north ... t ot UVII!NO, Nllll' IRXLoiJID, Another 
reconnaioeanee plane clrcpped bc*>e on .._, inatall&tioce oo Cllli!ll ISUJID. 
'lbio plane then t1eotJ'O)"ed. a brid&• tbr" 111111 eoutb at tbo JtiET.l airtielA, 
BOOG.liiiVILLE ISUXD. 

At ):1,0 a.a. 16 o.c-..., a recanaaiooance plana, cperat1n& !.- ct!ADJ: 
CAIW., baoobed an ...Udentilied. Yllo&l about -t7 .Ueo DOrt ... at ot CHOIS!!: 
ISLAIID. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQlJ.A.t'TttS OP neE ~ 1}\1 OIIU' 

NAvY DEPARn!.C.'T. WASIII'Cl'O.~ 0 C 

9 a.a. 16 O.ecber 1; 

BOUT!! Alip CENTlUL PACIFIC {Cont 1d , ) 

At noon, lJ O.ea:rber, ten Army Liberators, oporat1ng !rem CANTON 
ISLAND, attacked WOTJE , A number of fires and exp1oeiona nro etarted. 
A !our-engine plant and ono tighter ,...., observed on tho ground. Four 
ahipe wre in the harbor. No enemy planea intaroepted but one or our 
plene a 111etainld alight d..,..ge trao ant1airora!t ti.re . 

Dllring tho night, 12-lJ December, abollt six 0'-1 pl.-• raided 
TAR.!lTA. A 1111!Dber o! bco:ba wert dropped but app&l'OZ!tly no d.LC~&&e was 8111-

tai.ned. HAlfKINS FIElD on TAJUl'IA will be rea4y to operate bcrobera on 21 
O.cecber. 

On tho J\1aM, ot 1) December, two eD&>i7 pl&DOe bcrobed lUKIN and wow>& 
three ortic:ers and one tnllated IIWO. Tho following night the e~ planes 
again raided IIAXIH. In this a.t.taek no da::la&a wae wot&iMd. Tho gl'OWld 
dot.noes on IIAXIH a.re oightr percent completed, ecmllw11oat1ono ooYont:y-tin 
percent, .n<l tho air tiold &1ght:y perce.nt . 

0 'HAilE FIElD on APEIIAIU., 1o c leared tor aix th011oand foot and tour 
th011sa.n<l foot by one hundred and !1tty feet or the fiel d are pavo<l. 

The following oCJIIliUI\ique has been released by Clii:P..C: 

"ARJ.!Y HEAVY llO'..lBERS OF THE ?Til AAF WHICH Ba.tllED 'lliE BNFl!Y 
AIRDRQIE ON T AROA ISLAliD ON 14 IECFHBER (VIEST LONGITUilE 
DATE) STARTED l"lllllS IN 'lliE HANGAR AllEA '!'HEY 11:&.'18 INTER­
CEP'I'ED BY 1S F'IGH'I'ERS X 0!111 !'IGlmR WAS SHOT DOliN POUR 
lll!R! PROBABlY SHOT OOiiJi AND !'lVE l'IERE DAIIAGE:Il X T!f!ES 01' 
OUR ~'LANES lll!R! SLIGHTLY D.AIUGCD X Etlll!Y BOl'BSRS lUillt 
NULSA!iCE RAIDS .u' TJillilfA ON l2 A!ID 1) I'J!X!!W!F!I AND .u' IIAXIH 
ON lJ AIID 14 II!CI!IIB!II X liO DJIIACE !IESIIU'!I> FIIQI TilE 1' ARAliA 
.u'l' ..CKS X FOUR 11E11 lll!R! 11WK!l6D ltf IIAXIH BY A BOliB JR)I'PED 
IN tHE RJ.ID 011 lJ DECl!l!ll5lt 160028• 
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-- UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADQUAITUI 01' Til& Cc»>IIUJofOU IH O u u 

NAvY DftPA.Jin4D'T W.Um~~. D C 

4 p.a . 15 December 194). 
~ . 

9 v Slln'H J.'ID Ct!I1'!1AL P .IClfiC (Cont 'd.} .,., 
During the Di&ht ot lJ-14 Doclllber, aotor to.,.clo boah clestro)'8d 

two beaehocl ..-y bargoo 1n 'I'O!UIJ BAI, eoutheut llOUGADiVIl.U: ISLAND. 

On the ..,.. nisht, night t1sbtoro bo""*1 FAlSI, SHORTLAiiD J.'!BA, 
Resulto ot t.hlo ottack were not r.ported, 

During the ..,min&, 14 Docem.bor, a1x ltitcbello bcmbed end atr&tocl the 
area bet""" NUllA llUliA aiiCI ARICUA, northeut central llOUG.\INVlllB ISLAND. 
A IIUIIIber ot huta and bu1lcl1ngo .,.. clest.ro)'cl, 

On tha • ..,. IIOlU'ing, 14 DoceU.r, tour Kitt;,bawlco clc&god and pou1b1y 
dostroyod a bridge near SIIISI!IGATtllO ISLA:ID, eouth BOW.\Ih"VIU.E ISLA!ID . 

At 10:15 a .... , 14 December, oixtoon torpedo boabero, 1n oupport ot our 
troops, bocobed oni!Q7 pooitiono in tho northeut 'llllOICINA sector. 

At lO:)S a.a., oigMeen Liberatore and four Lightnings banbed SOI!J.NA 
ISLAND, oouth ot BUKA PASSAC£. A largo fiN was ota.rtod and cna ant.iaircratt 
gun position wao clam&god and another clutroyocl, 

At 11:00 a.m., 14 Docomber, on~ i.notallationo 1n tho CHABAI AREA, 
north IIOWAINVIIJE I SLAW, wro attao~d by .tifty-ono clive bombers and 
twenty-throe torpoclo bombere, ucortocl by thirty-d.x tightero. Gun posi­
tions and other i.notall&ticno wore clost.royocl or doiO&god. Tho fighter• 
otratod h'UI!A MAlA and otertocl tireo upon their rotum flight. At tho 
oame tw, eighteen ltitchella, oecortocl by oigbt tishtoro, bombed IUNOB 
VILLAGE, north or BONIS, BOUGAINVIU& ISLAND. Pireo wro started and ai.x 
buildiJlgs wr. dootro:rocl. 

At 11•09 p.m. , 14 December, a roconn&iuance plano, oporoting trot> 
CUADALCAliAL, attackocl and damaged a Japanooo oulD&rino &bout t.., ailoo ott 
tbo out cout o.t NS1I IIUT Alii. 

At ) :00 p.a. , 14 Docom.bor, a tiro and an oxplooion C81lood b:r a !...tty 
- operation occurred 1n a saoolino and -uniticn clump or the aotor 
torpedo booo at LMIBU, nortbeut VELLA UYELLA. One ..,tor torpedo boat wao 
dutroyod. Tho tiro ••• roportacl W><iu control at 5•40 p.a. 
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UNITED STA TES FLEET 
J-U!AOQUARTeas Ol-' T HP. CO.\IMANDt.ll. llf CHif:r 

NAVY Of:PART!.lt."~T, WASJUSCTOS, 0 , C, 

9 a .m. 15 Docember 1943. 

SOUTH AND CJ:liTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

Tho following comn:unl.quo has boon rel o.,ed b;r CINCPA!:: 

• Anl\1 heav;r bomber a o! tho 7th AAF r aided onom:r installations 
on i~TJE ATOU. on 13 December (west Longitude dat e). One ot 
our planeo waa damaged b)' anti&ircr&tt !ire, There were no 
personnel cuu&ltiea. Two Nav;r oearcb Liberator e ot FLE.KT 
AIR Ti'INC '1'.'.0 made a low altitude attack on J ALUIT at duak on 
l2 December. One pilot was wou.ndod and both pl anes sutrered 
some dan>ago !ro:n machine gun !ire. Tho onem,y made IS!1all ni8)lt 
raido at TARK//A on ll and l2 Ooeembor, There wore no cuu&ltieo 
nor daoage to our inatallat ione." 

Oetaila ot tbese operat1on8 have not been received. 
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U NITED ST ATE S F LEET 
HL\DQUAJ:I'HS OF T11B C~llU..O(OCJl IN OIII'.P 

tiAVY DI:PAin'ME:ST. " 'A!ln"fGTT"f. 0 C 

Sl!J'nl N!D CE!m!AL PACIFIC (Cont 1d,) 

Photocrapho twn on lJ O.ce•r, lhow tho BUKA, BONIS, KARA, and 
KIHII.I Nnn.J'I all unoervicooble, with oenral crattro 1n tho BONIS run­
wq tilled. Tho BALL.u.& I'WI'ffa¥ io partially oorvicoabl e. Photograph• 
tlkon ot tho CHABAI SCTIO!I, indicates aubotantial dt111aj!o to gun in­
otallationo oa a reoult of air attacko in that area. 

During the ni&ht or lJ-14 Dee•ber, ..otor toi"J*Io boato, from 
TOOOKINA, attacked a beached barge in the -.th ot the JABA RIVER, ton 
lllloo lOUth or TOROKINA. n.. boato ... ,.. Mt with heavy ao<:hine gunfire h'a 
the beach but they continued to close it, alloot in& it out with the shore 
suno in ol'lliuvorin& to do .troy the barge • Tho barge e8C-d and went up 
the riYer. 

Ela'ft!SS AI.CUST A 8.1:! a!OUND SI1\II:rl011 

On l2 O.c«abor, our groul'lli forces reported a ainor action on tho 
northeaot trin&e ot our positiona . Two Jape were killed and oeven lo!arines 
were wounded . Patrolo along tbo be&eh to the northwoet, ontn:ll..n& up to 
CAPE I.!OLTJ<E, aonntoon 1111lu nortbwost of Ta\OKINA, and alons the NUI!A 
~'UILA '!'RAIL to IBU, fourteen 1111lee inland tram TOOOKINA, wart negative in 
r eau.lts. 

It ia reported that natives responsible tor the capture ot AI.I.Im 
per oonnol, on BOUGAINVILlE, during June, h«Yo been oeised and lhot . 

It 1a alto reported t hat otn:r dead Japo wore counted at T.ARIJ!NA, 
tivo 1111.lee eouth ot !!OlliS and fifty at PCRTON PUNTATION. 'l'htoe eaoual­
tieo reoulted fr<>a the rocont boll:bin&•· It it &leo otated that "'&117 un­
&noed Jape han departed tor the E.ut Coaot ot IIOUGWIVII.lB. 

On the northwet coaet ot CHOIS&JL, two .._riea.oo 1IOZ'e found dead, 
one or thea with bb hancle tied . 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 
HP.AOQUAJl:TIU 0" Til l (O)INA.~De:R Itt Ctllltt 

NAY)' D~rAITMDT. WA.JJUNGTOS, D, C, 

4t00 p.m. 14 Deeectber 1• 

OOUTH AND Cl'litRAL P.IC!PIC (Cont. 'd,} 

Durin& tho night o! 12-13 Decubn, a night !i&hto.r trOll TOOOXINA, 
si&btecl a barge tull o! Japanooo ott SCIUlli, on the out coaat ot WU 
PASSU. tho barge wu stratod, aot a!ire and ounlc. 

Another n1s)>t !1s)>ter harasaecl IURA and ballbecl PIANO I£ISSIOII, tive 
milea to tho ""at o! IURA. 

On l3 Decectber, fighters !1'001 TOROKIIIA atratod houooo at NUllA ~'U'..!A, 
and AJIAJ<JI,fJJJN on I!OROVANA BAY, on tbo northea•t central coast ot BOUCAIN­
VILL£, One Jap """ killed , 

At noon, lJ Decectber, !crty-!ivo Daw>tlosa, t""nt,-two J.-rengero, 
oacorted b)' !orty-aoven !1s)>tera, hit l!AICHI!i BAI gun poeitiono 1n north­
om BOUCAIIIVIll.B. thirty-live ruro hits ....,.. ...0. on gun 1notallatioo• 
and tho area wu hoa"rilJ' at.ratecl. Retiring fi&)!tora otratecl 'lEI!RKJJJ 8.\1' 
and KISTA HARBal, 1n the northeast ooction o! B:XJCAI!iVILLE, and llllKOiro, 
1n tho oout.hnat interior o! BOUGAI.~'VII.IB. SeYor&lmodiua ai&e buildin&s 
wre aot on fire . 

Shortly attor noon, on l3 O.cecber, seventeen J.U.tchollo blaatod PCR'!ON 
PLANTATIO!I, northern BOOCAI!IVIW, hitting the per1>0nnol and -Wlition 
aroao, Tho tiro o otartod wore heavy. Photographs ohow one heavy gun poai­
t ion was dostroyocl and two hoayY and one automatic gun inatallationo wre 
c~a:&aaod. light building• wro clootroyecl. on PCR'!ON PLAIITA1'ION. Returning, 
eight !i&htoro otrated tho TElmKAU BAY AREA. 

At lt)O p.a., 13 O.eootbor, aix unoocortocl l!itcboUo bocbecl reported 
Jap co...,.ntratioos 1n the !>'IIllA HUILA ARIA. Fow·t .. n oati'fo bullclings were 
doatro,...S and ,..,oral &all tiroa atarted. 

At lr)O P•"'•• t .... nt,...tour Liberatore, oocorted by tour fighters, bcmbocl 
tho KINOT\I-BONIS AREA, and acorod ,..,oral bull'• eyoa. 

In tho oarl7 evening, at 6t)O p..,, , !our A'fOngore ~\~!)porting our ground 
toreoa spr..,.ed Japanese poaitiona 1n the northoaat ana ot tho TOROKINA aoetor 

During air oporatiooa, on l3 Decoctbor, no •norv air intorceptioo waa 
encountorecl, nor were arq air coal>at looaos sut!ored b7 our !orcoo. 

On l3 Decootbor, at Ut22 a.a,, one ot our GUADALCA.~AL patrol pl&Ma 
ballbecl ond atratocl a !itt7 toot 1\lol bar&o about ...,.nt1 ailoa north o! 
Nlllf KAIIOVEII ISLAND, juat. nortbnot ot KJ.VIEU;, and one cliroot hit lett the 
barco burning in tho water, probabl7 aiold.ng. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
JIIAOQUAJl'Tt:D CW THI COMli.A..NM.It IN Clm:r 

t'AYY DVAa~_.Dn'. WAIIU11CTON' D C.: 

9 a.m. 14 O.ctlllbor 1943. 

lOOTK AND <:mt!UL PACil'IC (Cont'd.) 

Around noon, 12 Docoabor, a total of t.birty-ono L1berat.ora !ro:!l 
N.!I!(JigA and liltllUPZTAIJ ISU~DS, in IN !LLIC:l GOOUP, and PIJIIAI'\ITI, bl&atod 
DllEJI in tho JAUIIT .UOU, with !ort;r-aoven t.ono o! tin hundred and one 
hundred powxl bc:abo fr<11 a beiY>t o! five thouoand to oeven thouaand feet. 
ClolldT •leT conditions precluded obaornUono or the ro..U.to. No onoa>J' air 
oppoeiti.oa ,...., Mt. In tho harbor were two l&zoso and one ....U. fre1shters 
and one o! those lhipo wu attacked by a pliiW lftich dropped ai.x five hundred 
pou.nd bCIIbs trcm a heisht of t"" hunc!Hcl foot with W1lcnoW> re..U.ta. The 
-erato antiaircra!t tiro encountered did olisht dL'Iage to ouzo plano• but 
no caau&ltieo were received. One of ouzo Harch plano• io llis•inS· 

The oubmarino root, rotuzoninS !rem • patrol in tho vicinity of tho 
PALAIJ ISLANDS, in tho CE!miAL PACIFIC, roporta that olio oonl< t wo ah.ipo and 
damaged one, lllhich probably oank. Her ocoro tar tho cruise showed shiPs 
sunk, 14,000 tone; ah1po <~&macae!, S,400 tone. Durins ber cruioo tho root 
received oome damage from depth chars••· 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
HEADQU.AJtTfH or nta col,twA.~ou 1,. CUilt 

NAVY DI!PJ\Jl1'Mf!:..,T, WA!IIIsCms, D. C 

4 p.m. 13 December 1943. 

SOU"nl AND CE.NTRA!. PACD'IC (Cont 1d.} 

llotor torpedo boats, buin& troa UIIBU LAIIllJ, on VELLA LA VELLA, eon­
tacted throo oouthbou.nd O""'"T bargoo, tour miloo eouth ot WLU.U POim', on 
tho OOilthout coaot or BOOO.I.IIIVlU&, at 11:45 a.ao., l2 Doco.bor. Ono b&rp 
wao aanlc, ono wu boached, and one atloat atter tho 1110tor torpedo boats bod 
e.xpendod all thoir acallDition. Tho barges were apparently tlllly ar1110rod. 
Tbreo o! tho motor t.orpodD boate wero hit in oany placoo by tho onam:r'• 
intanoo rotllrn tire, l:ut they lllttorod no major damage I'IOr caOilaltiee to 
peraonnel. 

(~UTtJ Tho ollbmarine CREVALLE, returning frOID her t1rot war patrol, in tbe 
~PillE ISL»>DS area, reporte u tollon: 

10 Novo=ber - in TABLAS STRAIT t::ado a aubr:>erged attack on an ucorted 
tolU'-ahip comoy and deooged a tin thou.aand aix hundred 
and forty ton OM1>1 freighter. 

ll Noveaober - in oouth IIINOORO S'IR.UT, ounk by glll'ltiro a ee'70n hundred 
and titty ton motor vessel. 

lS liove~ebor - twel'lty m.Uea northwest or SUSIC BAX, got ons hit in a 
freighter of sovon thousand and sixty-five tone. An 
explosion " " oeen and the freighter wu heard breaking 
up and sinkin& almo ot overhead. 

17 November - forty m.Ueo nortlnrost ot sumc BAr, blew tbe bow ott o! 
a eighteen tbouaand ton auxUiary eJ.rcratt carrier with 
tour torpodou. Tho ohip was hoard to break up a.tte.r a 
oerioo or o.xplooiono. 

2S Novoocbar - in a night attack, titty ..Ueo nortbwut ot SUBIC BAr, 
two torpoclo., .._.. put into a tour tholloand ton troightor. 
Tho ship ot.oppod. No turther light ot hor wu oeen attar 
& surface aearch. 

(A. Tbo ocoro !or tho CNiee ,..., 
).:.IIID&gOd S ,64J. tcno. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQt!AR'TQS CF TKI COJ.IM.UtMa Ut CUtU 

MAvY PP'AXfl(l1o;T. WAIHL"f!CTO.'It D C 

4 p,11, 13 Deccbor 194). 

SOUTH A/10 CENTRAL PACil'IC {Coot'd.,) 

Throe Dauntlooo dive bomboro and thr oe Avoneer e blaatod. DIO DIO on 
t ho eouth coaet o! BOUOAINVILLE. 

Two Vont ur&a went up to GREEN I SLAND, between Nl!l'l IRELAIID and 
BOUGAINVILL1!, dropped p&~~phlots to t bo nat ivoo and on tbo return trip 
bombed mTA I!ARSOR AREA, wrecking eeveral buto and houeoa. One of tho 
Vonturao wu claMgod by wook aek ack !run PUANAPA POINT, near !CIETA, 

At 1:10 p .c ., on 12 Deecber, two Corsairs otr&!od oeurryin& Jop­
&aooo and oix or ...,on buto at tho J>OUth of tho I!ALSTA RIV»>, .nieb is 
on tbl eouthom eoaot ot SHOl!TLAIJl ISLAND. It 1a reported. that aenral 
Jap&aoH WVO ldllacl, 

On tho 110ming at 12 Deee:r.ber, one Liberator photo plane took pie­
turn and bo=bod POPORAIIC IS1AII1>, southeast ot S!llRTLAND ISLA.'\D, 

At 10 :20 a.,.,, on 12 Deceo:bor, a pat rol pl..,. troll CUAD.W:A:IAL wao 
attacked b7 tour Zoroa, northwest ot BORPOP I!ARSOR, near tho IXJKE OF IORK 
GROUP ISLANDS, NEW IRELAND. It ia believed that ono Japanoao plano wu 
ahot down. 

During ll December, a patrol pl ane fr011 GUADALCAIIAL reports sightin& 
seven to ten dano-ahapod camouflaged huh and poeoiblo camoutl81Jod bargoa 
on the woot tip ot llli!ARNU ISI.Aiil, in tho KlUNAIW (CARTERET) group, 
approxiJaatol,y torty :ailoa northoaat of lllKA, BOU GAINVIIU. 

During ll Deo...,or, our grOWld forces at '1'0.'\0KINA, reported minor 
cl&ahu 1n tbl northeut aoetor. 

Patrol• on TREASURY ISUHD are aoarching tor tho lone Jap -n 1n 
tho v1ein1ty ot lt.U.SI, on 12 Declllber • 

.lot 10130 a.111., OD 12 Decc:lbor, a high altit..S. o._y fioat plono 
clroppod throe bollbo on .otor torpedo boato t,_ TRE.Io.5U!U ISLAND. One wu 
a near mi .. , but no c .. ualtios or d&ll&go reeultod, 

During tho nisht ot 12-13 Decombor, 110tor torpedo boata f!Wl TOROKINA 
dotoctod two bargu l&aving tho mouth and tho lagocna ot tho ATSINDLA RIVER. 
central woot coaot ot BOUG.I.INVIIU, aa tboy attoaptod. to go oouthward. 
When t ho mot or torpedo boat pat rol cloood the r ange, they wit hdrew, 

An o~ fioat plano at r&!ed. tho JOOtor torpedo boat patrol o f! TOTAVI, 
oouth ot li1JTII'BNA POINT, BOUOAINVILI.B, interm.ittontly tor oYor forty minute 
w1 thout d&ll&go. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
l~ OF TK& COlO&A....-DU IM QUU 

:OA VY M;P ARTJ(L''T. W AJitl''CTO.'f, 0 ( 

4 p ,,., l.3 Dececber 1943. 

SO!ITH /J:I'D CENT'i!AL PloCIFIC {Cont'd,) 

Ouri•l& the night ot ll-12 December, two night tightera bcolbe<i 
fAlSI, aouthom BOUOAINVIU.E, while another one hit KlliiU a.od started 
tiro a , 

On 12 December, at S:OS a.m., !our Kitty!lawka atr&!od. TOilOLI!:I, 
aout hem BOUOAINVIW, with unobsel'Ved reau.l.to, One plane waa bit b7 
antiairoratt tiro and. wu !orcod into a water lan<iin& at .l'\UN!EL ISI.AIJ), 

near IIUND.I., l:!!llf GBORGU, where the pilot wu rucued, 

Fort,..a1x Deuntlosa clive baobers, tWintJ'-MYtn AYtngers, escorted 
1>T !ort,...i&llt !ightera, attacked rlllagea in the rlcinit7 of IIA'l'CHIN BAY, 
ncrthem ~AINVIUB, on 12 Decoc:ber, at 10:/,0 a.m. They duolished a 
pier at SAIIOII!II IIAIUICft, an um or Jo!A!l:HIN B.l.!. !tetW'ninc, eight ot tho 
fightou et&rtod firoa in the KIST.I. HJJ!BOR AREA. 

On 12 December, at 12:2S P-"·• twel ve Uberatcrs ~d JaHIU, 
aouthem rn!GAINVILU:, and twelve ...,,.. Uberatcro bleated tho northwest 
corner o! POPORAI«< lSLAIID, ooutheaat o! SlllR'I'LAIID ISLAND. ln both cases 
tho reou.l.ta were unobserved. Onl7 meager antiaircraft wu received !l'om 
KlHIU, and none !rom POPORA);(l. 

Twenty Oaunt.leu dive bomber s, sixteen Avencors, covered b7 twenty­
tour fighter., boa:.bod KIETA HARBOR - TOBER&! BAY AREA, 1n the control east 
coast. o! BOUO.I.IIIVILLI!:. Numerous tires wore started an<i buil.Qings wro do­
otroyed at TOI!E2UU B.l.l. 

At 10tl5 a.m., 12 Deccber, a1x llitchella bombec1 an<i otrated .L'\lGUA 
Pl.Ain'.I.TION, on the northeast coast o! BOUGAlNVllJ.B, Photographs confirm 
tltt doetruction ot three bullQinga, aloo clalago to tho warehouse and plan­
taticn houee. 

At lltOO a.a. , on tho lOOming ot 12 Doeeoobor, o1&Jtt 111tehtlla, rltb 
a1xtoon !ightou, bo=btd tho 80iilS IUPP17 area, northem BOUGAIIIVll.lB. 
On their ret.irin& trip tho tigbtora •t !11'1 to a houae at 'l'Eii&IWI BAY, 
central ncrtheaot BOUO.I.IliVII.tiS, and otrated bute bet,..on the KI!ITA air 
.trip end .I.ROPA RIVER, which 1a in tho central oaot coaot ot BJUOAINVILLI!:. 

Nino llitcbello b<abe<i the KIETA HARBOR AREA, wrecked two abaeke and 
ot&rte d a largo tiro '10h1ch gavo ott denao clouc1e ot black omok>o , Anot her 
Uber&tcr hit KIIIILI. 
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UNITE D STATES FLEET 
HIA.OO\JAaTDS or nut COiO.IA,'llCa " CUI" 

l't\VY Dt:PA.rnlEYT, WAMfl.'(rt"'.,, 0 C. 

9 t..m. lJ O.cal>.r 1943. 

SOtmf AIIO CI!2/'!RAL PACIFIC (Cont•d,) 

.l report !rom our wrtaco and air fore .. tht.t bocnbt.rcled NAURU, 
on 8 O.ceaber, inclicahe that !i!t7-one tone of bollbe wore clropptd, 
that tight hWII!rtd ..-.1 ten eixteen-inch ahelle t.nd thirly~tour hWllirtd 
tin-inch ahtllo wore tired on the tt.rgot. In rough !igw-ea, this 
10)\lld indiot.to th&t opprcxiJn&tol;r eigtlt hlmdrod and thirl7 tone of 
eixteen-inch t.nd on. hiiDdrecl md eix tone of !in-inch ehollo hit the 
tt.rgot, which oc..,lod with the fi!t 7-ono tone o! bc:IDbo, ohon that 
appl'altiaatel7 nine hundred an<i oigbt;y-eeven tono of proJectiles blut.e<i 
the bland. 

Nino •'-Y a.ircratt, consisUn& of oix tightoro and throe bocnbers 
•ro dootrc;ytd en tho ground. One baabor wae shot <1om b7 a PBY. COIII­
meDCing with tho tirot oalTo, hou;y tiroa bunlo<i thrcuabout tho target 
area and created t. <ionso ..,l<o pall which obocurod t ho rooulto of tho 
boobanbent. 

OUr looaoa woro a e tollowu .l1r Cco;bat, ono oach Hellcat and ob­
eenati otl plt.no with their crewe; .l1r OperaUont.l, one cli•o bomber trcm 
llhich tho crow w&o rucuod. 

It 1a now l et.rnod that the dootrc:yer BOYD, which w"" hit in tho 
foreword engine roc:a by the tivo or six-inch llheU, wae otruck wh1lo 
engaged in roocuiog air tlight poroonr»l, oubooquont to tho bomb&r<bent. 
1he di .. otor to the llOYD rooultod 1n t ho lc1J.l1na of cno otficor and ton 
-"• with anon wounded, ooo aoriDual;y, 

At TAR.Gf.l, 011 IIII:!'ITO, tbo rumro;r bu boon rowrfaced c<i oow 1e 
-~tour bun&trtd feet b;y a hundro<i and titt7 feet. In the oao grcvp 
oftr oa IIOtiRM, the conetrucUon ot a ...., baobel' otrip inclicatoo that 
it 1e coral arfactd to tho extent of tbrM tbOIUI..-.1 t eet b;y a bWII!rtd 
..-.! titt;y teet. It appoaro DOW that a fitlltor &trip will .., h. coo­
atructtd thorl u it io 1n<11cat.od that tho cle aring for NOh a runwo;r 
bu now b"n atarlod. 

At IUXIII, the ground dofonoee aro oigbt7 p .. cont completed and 
llkowioe the cc•unic&tion 11tup 11 ee•ent)' percent tinillhod. 1be air 
&trip cd taxiwq 1e ""nt7 percent don.. 

At APDWLA, a ti(btor otrip, !our thouund !eat b7 throo hundred 
f"t bao ~>.on cleared ond tbroo tboueand toot b7 a hundred mel titt:r feat 
of it ~>.en our! acecl. 
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COMISCH f'II.F. UNI TED STATES FL EE T 
HE~OQUAATI!JtS 011 T IIR COMMANDI!Jt JS Clllltl' 

NA\'V Dt:l'AUMKNT. WASIIfSOT()N, D. C. 

9 a .m. 13 DecOIIIber 194,3. 

§OUTH A!!D CF2iTRAL P.!CIPIC (Cont'cl, ) 

On 9 December, at 9 tOO p .m., two nigllt fighters banbod and atr&!ecl 
tho IIUKA-90NIS AREA, otart1ng tirea in the 90NIS wpply eection. 

XIETA, eaatern 90UGAINVILLI, waa bombed. by three Kitt yb&wks and. one 
houoo wu doomoliahecl, 

During the night o! 10-11 Deceo:bar, night tighter a trom T<JlOKI/IA 
bombed. the ''-Y bivouac area in the JAVA-PIVA eectiOO: l'hay llao atruok 
FAISAI, ooutham 9000.\INVILLI, whore a trGandoua exploai on and a beau­
ti.t\U. !ire waa atarted.. Probably a ruol dump waa bit. 

On 11 December, between 11:00 a. m. , and. 11:25 a.m., llitchell bo>:bera 
boolbed. and. atr&!ed ARIGUA PlANTAriON in northeaat central 90UGAINVlLIE. 
Three Quonaet type huto and. aix other aetal billd.inga ware deatroyecl. 

At 11:30 a.m., 11 DecOIIIbor, sixtee n uneacorted llit cballs banbed 
KIHILI, in southern 90UGAINVILLE, ancl tho attack cauoed. Tol\l¥s o! ... oke 
and. d.uat to rise . Tbo first wan met only moderate anti aircraft oppoai­
tion, but the second. W&TO waa aubjocted t o intenee tire, Two o! our 
boalboro wore damaged., 

At 1:30 p.&., 11 Deeelllbar, !itt;r-four Dauntless d.ive bomber a, twont,.­
oight Anngers, oacortod b7 fourteen fighters, blaeted '""IllY supply areaa, 
bridges, piera, defanain poaitiono, in t he general TOOOKINA ooction. 
Three build.inga, ana pier and throe antiaircraft guna wore d.estroyecl. 
ODe large explooion and tire resulted, Antiaircraft tiro d-od three 
of our planeo. 

At 2 tOO p,a., 11 Decetllber, eight Airaeobrao bombed tbe TONOL!I AR&A, 
eouth 90UGAINVILLE, ond caused sonrll tiroo, 

Two Venturao drcpped. leatleta to the natina and atrafed t he KOROIIIRA 
IIISSION, south o! KIBTA, eaatern BOOGAINVILIE. 

Four Venturaa bombed aDd. strafed the hut aree. at GREEN ISLAND, behoen 
NE'•V IRI!:LAND and. BUKA ISLAND, but found no ODGT bargea thont, 

On 11 December, at 2r07 p.m., !ittoen Liberatore bombed. TSiliOOEI VILLAGJ 
juat aoutb of BUKA, co IIATCHIN BAI. 

!line Liberator• boabod the wharf at Jl.BA (?) . 

During 11 Dectmber, no IILUI planes wore loot en their air atri.lcoa. 
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COWlNCU nut UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.P.ADOUART!lt$ OP TIIP. COM!IfANDI!R I N CHII':J' 

NAVY DY.PARni~T. WAJIU!\G'M~. 0 , c. 

4 p,m, l2 December 1943 , 

SOU'lll A!ID CF.NTRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 'd, ) 

On 10 Decombor 1 t he dootroyor BEN:\ETT bombarded t argoto in tho JAIJA­
MAli'ARAKA Areao in WPRESS .WGUSTA BAY. 

Our gro.md forces at TORCKINA, EI.IPRESS AUGUSTA BAY 1 rroport that on 
10 Doc.,.ber1 one of their patrol in tho northoaot sector engaged in a minor 
action lfith t ho onO."\Y• One otticer nnd throe ot our men wore killed, 

Natives report that two Jep ot!icero with twenty- t \'10 of t heir men d.oaert­
ed tl'<lm I'IAK1JtlAl, in tho NUllA NUllA Area, EAST&l!N OOUGAII'iVI!l.E, and apparently 
are now at SIJUAPHA, which is southwest of ~'Ulo!A NUllA in tho interior, 

On 11 December, on 1'!l!.;.SIJRY ISL»ID, n&tivoo pretending triO!'\dohip 
captured two Jape armed with grenades one milo south of UALSI , 

On 11 December, & patrol plano from CJJADALCANAL bombed KIETI. airfield, 
BOOG!.INVJ:L!.E ISL!.ND, and tho nortnwoot coast of CHOISEUL ISL»ID. No 
activity was seen 1D the latter place. 

~~r On ll Do<ec>l>er, at 5: ?:7 p. m., another patrol plano from GUADi..LCANAL 
si ghted and bombed an on8l!\)' submarine appro.ximatel,y s1xty-fivo mil.oo south-

) weot ot E!.!PRESS AUGUSTA B/oY. '1\oo ot the bo!Abo bracketed the submarino'• 
under wnter course, causing a large oil alick to appear and numerous pieces 

I o! wood debris. 

Ourill8 tho night or 11-12 Docombor I motor torpedo boats frOOl TORCKINA 
ot alked into a.~d wroekod a one-hundred and !ifty toot schooner in QUE!!N 
CAROLA HAP.BOR, northwoot of Bl1KA. 

During the night or 11-12 Dee..,bor, ott TORCKINA , n proli.minaly report 
otatoo thot tho LCI 22 received t "" near miose& tro:n a Jap bomber. The ohip, 
leaking badly !ornrd., was beached on Pl!RUI.TA !SLAIID 1 off TORO!t!NA. Nine men 
ot bor cr"" wore wounded, but the ship io credited lfith shooting down the JIJ' 
that bo«bod bor, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADOVAttTERS OP TI-le COMMANDER JN O IIHP 

lliAVl t)t;;J>ARnn;:n . WASHINGTON. 0, C. 

9 a,m, 12 Decaber 1943 

(Cant' d , } 

Ill the o0111binocl Ua.1tecl statea naval ourfaco aD<i air attack on 
NAUml, 8 DecOIIIber, it ia reported that the Destroyer BOID received 

t five-inch oholl nit which c&uoocl conai dorablo domogo in bor en­
gineering epacee, !Ia report hae baen roceiYed u yet regarclins the 
ot&ilo ot our attack on NAURU. 

Tho Ua.1tod statoo submarine BIDEFISH lll&koa tho following report 
on her ooeond war patrol which covered LOIIBOJI:, ILAKASSAR, SIBITU aD<i 
BALAB.-c STRAITS, in the NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES area . 

8 Nov-r - After a t"" d~'o chaae of an oecortod oi,.,.ohip 
north bound convoy, on the predawn ot 8 Nov•ber 
!rem a pooition &atom at the oacorting deotroyer, 
tho BUJBfiSH hit all of tho eix ohipe with hine 
torpedooo. '!'be loading oil t&okor uplodod and 
o&ok. Tho BLUEFISH ritbd.rew, reloaded, and coma 
back to bolo a twelve thouoand tanker with two 
hi to aD<i oank hor. Tbio attack occurred near ?!EST 
Ill\K ISLAND, in tho I.m®K AREA. 

Ho&cling !or IUKASSAR STRAIT tho BLUEFISH con­
tacted a ODIIIIJ' manned ooo;>an and oank hor. 

18 Novcbor - During the night, in tho CEIBBES SEA ARB!, tho 
BLUEFISH put throe torpedoes into a Japanoao do­
atroyar or eight hundrod and twaty tono, aocl 
damaged a tanker. 

Hor ecoro tor tho cruioo inclicatoe: SUnk 
22,820 tons, damaged 43,841 tone. 

/ 
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U N ITED STATES F LEET 
HIADQUAR'I1tk$ 01" 11-IF. Co"U•fASDBR IN CHIEF 

NAVY Dn~ARTa.! ltN'f, WASIU:iCiT'OS, D.C. 

4 p.m. ll O.cea>ber 1943. 

SOtm! A!ID GrnTRAl. PACIFIC ( Cont t de } 

Air opoutiono on 10 Deceaber avor BOOCAINVIU.E I5LAND wore lwi!Jered 
by poor weather, Ourins t he dq 1 ten l.l.itcbollo bombed tho ""'ply area 
~nd tho airstrip at KDIILI 1 80\ICA.INVILLE ISLAND, Raoul to wore unoboorved. 
On tho oaae day, td&llt Light nine• bo111bod """""T 1notallnt1ono and !our 
baraoo 1n tho TOROLEI HARBeR Area, Firoo wore etarted. 

On 10 Docomber, six Vontw-u dootroyed ton to twelve warohouooo on 
the ARIGUA PLANT/.TIOU, nortlnfeot cent rel BOIJCAINVIU.Z ISLAND. 

At St27 P•'"- ll December, a reconnaissance plMe at tacked and poodbl,y 
royed an •MillY ou'bmar1no oeventy-!ivo milee southwest of ~ 
STA BAY, BOOGAINVIU.E ISLAND . 

BOOGAIIIVIU.E ISLA!IU CROUND SITUATION 

/; 

Tho airfield at TOROICINA wao put into operation on 9 December~ A ground 

f
patrol oporatin& in tho northeaot sector o! the liW'RESS AUGUSTA BAf Area, 
killed h•alve Japanese out ot t wenty--live encountered. lie loot one a:an. A 
rointorcod onom,y compan,y attacked our positions 1n the northeoot sector and 
killed twelve men, wotmded thirty-six. Ebt1113 casualties were not reported. 
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COMIHCH PILE UN I TED STATES FLEE T 
UKADQUAITt:RS OF TilE CoM\IMOII I~ CHJIV 

NAVY DEPART~I~N·r. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

9 ..... 11 U.CIIIIber 1943. 

sooTH .4liD CIII'I'IW. PACIPIO (Coot' d, ) 

Durill& t ho &tt.emoon or 9 O.Coaber, r.inetMn Lib.rat.ors, oper•tinc 
tra:a PUSA PUTI, BI.LIC! ISU!I'OS, bo.bed lal.L&, IIARS!IJ.LL ISUHDS. Oboor-r.,. 
tion or tbo rollllt t wu pr .. ootod 1>7 clollda, Our boabora waro intercopt­
od b7 rL"toon t.o twent7""fbo Zeroo , Four en~ planoa ...,.. dofin1tel¥ 
doat!'07od, tbr" probablJ' deatt'07od and ono daaacod. Fin or our planoo 
woro d....,od ond t our or tho poroonnol wounded, Two or the .,_,. t1ahtore 
dropped six atrial bolll>o during tho air qacaent . Antiaircr&tt. tiro 
oncountorod •ao l1aht and inaccurate, 
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UN I TED STA TES FLEE T 
HBADQUAitTIU 0' Tltl C0MMAND~R I~ CIII2P 

N/I.VY O&PAMTMKI'o"T, WA$111 1\~TO:O.', D. C. 

4 P••• 10 Doeoabor 1943• 

SOO'l1l AN!! Cl!! TJW. P6Cll'IC (Copt' d, ) 

A del~;Tod NPOrt. 1.n41catao t hat at cla11ft 7 Daco.ber • ..,., Lib«rat.on 
bc.bacl IIAUKI!P, IIARSIW.L ISLAIIDS . liabt ... _ ti&htert 1Jihrctpt.od cozr 
~~. Otla ....., pbna •• abot dowo. All o! our planM rat.un~ad. 

0.. 7 Doe..t>ar, a Libarat.or dropped bollba on on- pn 1Jiatallatio:uo 
at IIILLI. 

Durina the night o! 7 Dac•ber, t our an-or planu drcppod a nuabar 
ot l><*>o on TARAWA, which tall l\arlolaoolT 1Jit.o the ntar, 
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UNITED ST ATES FL E ET 
H:!ADQUAlTf!:U or Til! COMMANDO IN CtuiP 

NAVY DDAantl,...,.. WA381.'1tGT~. D C. 

soytH .!liD Cllf'J!W, PJ!CU!C (Cont td,) 

J!L.!C ISPI SR 

9 a.Jl, 10 Doc-..- 1943 

2) NoT•ber, oa.nlc a .tort.~tiYo hundrocl ton troJ.«.btor, tour bWI~ 
ODd !~en alloo aortllwut ot IIBIIAK, 11!11 CUIIIU. 

24 ..,..._01'1 ~ed a fort~tiTO ll.....u.cl too h-ol.gllter, ho 
llul>d.l'od ODd oi&bt.:r alloo north oort.hout. ot IIDU, lllllr CUIHBJ.. 
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U N ITED ST ATES FLEET 
HltAOQUAiiTP.ItS OF Tit£ C0Mt.IANDf!lt IN CHIIY 

I\' A V\' Ot:l'AitTMit.''T. WAS.HINOTOS. 0 . C. 

9 a... 10 Docoabor 1943. 

OOUTH AND CENTRAL PACil"IC (Cont 1d,) 

On 8 December, a Ventura reconnaioaanee plane otrated enemy inatalla­
tiono on IIILLI. Another reeonnaiooance plane encountered three en~ 
fi&btero in tM rlcinit7 ot KILLI. R411ulto o! thio encounter were not 
r~rted. At about tbe aame ti.., at JALUIT, a reconnaiooance plano oank 
a patrol boat and probabl7 eank a ....U cargo nual, and two one hundred 
toot wooden ohipe, In additicn, en8a7 inotallatione at JALUIT were etrated. 

Late on 8 Docelllbar, hont,-t..., Liberatore operating !rom IIANOiLEA, 
attacked JALUIT, IURSIIALL ISLANDS. 11o e~ planes intarcapted, but 
ll&bt antiaircraft tire was encountarad. All ot our planu returDOd, 

At tM oco ti.., alovon Liberatore !rom IIANCIIEA etruck at TARCA, 
IULOELAP, IURSIIALL ISLANDS. Good COY&r&ga o! tho target area wao oboorTed. 
Our planes wre interoopted b7 ton on.;r !iglrtera and probably ohot dO'IIII 
ho. Pour o! our plan .. auatained minor du&&e. 

Durin& the night ot 7-8 Docolllbor, a n1glrt righter etr&!od two enoocy­
bargea ten milaa eoutheaat ot CAPE roROialU., BOUGAII!YII.I.E ISI..IND. 

On Doc•ber 8, a reeonnai uance plano operating troao GU.AD.ILCANAL, 
etrated inotallationa on tbe northeaet coaet ot BOUGAIIIYIUI ISLAND. 

During t.lie aorning ot 8 Doccbor, Ill lCI gunboat deatJ"CI7ed a beached 
~barge, 

Poor woathor interfered with tll"in& operatioM in tbe BOOOAIIIVIUI 
area durin& 9 Doeoabor. HoW1'or, durin& tbe da7 a tiglrter patrol otr&!ed 
buta 011 BAIIIIJ PL.UITATION, north BOOOAIIIVIUI ISLAND, and a reeonnaiaaanea 
plano otrated buta, bar&•• and other inetallatione on JIIBITIB ISLAND and 
GRE!It ISLAIID, northwest ot llJKA ISL.IIID. 

Tbo tollowillg aullll.arina o returned !r<11 patrol and reported aa !ollowa r 

26 llonabor, north o! the BISIIAHCKS, oank a tort7-!1TO hundred ton 
freighter, and alllk a ninet,-aiglrt hundred ton carao tr&Mport; 
total tonnage deotrol"ed, 14,300 toM. 

~ 

26 No..-ber, alllk an anomy lrei&lrter nortbwaat o! .WSSNJ ISLAND. 
28 NOY&IIber, aank two ~ treiglrtoro ino opproxillatel7 tho •­

area. Total tonnaga deat.1'07ed, 20,000. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUARTDS OF TH£ C0NWA:rrlOQ I~ OOV 

NAvY lle:PAU')(D,.-, W,Utu.SCT'O."", 0 C 

4:00 P·•· 9 Oocuber 19. 

S2!JTH N!D CEI'nR.U. PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

At 11~ p.m., 8 Ooceabor, a recoanaiooanco plano attacked six 
onea;r b&r&08 or !iohina boato about ono h\lllllNd and oOYontr ...Uoo 
ftlt ooutbwut o! KJPI.NGAII.I!WIGI ISLAND. One vooH1 woo dotinitol7 
IWlk, two ware lott in a w1nk1ng conditi on, and t.bo rou.ind.or ftro 
apparentlr d...,.d and poooibl7 oank later, 

( 

!ho ou'laarino AI B•OORE report-.! oi.nldJl& a nino thouoand ton •'*"1 
!roi&hter on 25 llcrr•bor, in tho rlcinitr ot I£W llliTAIII, 
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.. 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

fliA.DOUA.nDS OP T11E C:ON.MAMlat IS OIIP' 

NAvY Dt:l'AJlTMIU\'T, WA.SitiNGTON, D. C, 

9 .... 9 O.C•ber 191.3 

SOU11I .u1D cymw, P4CIPIC (Coot t ct. ) 

Duriq the night ot 5-6 o.c-.r, two •IUIIII:I' plan .. d.ropptcl ol.ght bocaba 

n .. r BE'l'IO ISLAND, TARAWA. On:Lr one ot tb .. e bocaba landed. neAr our inat.U"" 
tiooe and. oauatcl llinor 1njuriaa to pareonn~. 

4t 8t )0 p.a. 7 0.0.-ber, ooa ..,_ bolober dropped. tour bocaba at IIAKill, 

wbicb landed. without har1a in tbe J.&aoon, 

4 raoonnaia~&~~Ge plana bombed. o.n 1M111,7 eubiu.rine anentr-fin llilea 
16tt aortheut or GASW.T4, NEW BRITAill, '!be aul>mt.rina wu poaai~ Qall!.ged.. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
1-ftADQ\JARTt:R.'t Of T HF. COMMA!\'DRJt HI CHIRP 

SAVY D&PAftT!d&.,:T, WASIUSOT0:-1, D. C. 

9 a . m. 8 Deceoaber 1943. 

!1!lt!! liD pR,U. PACIFIC (CO!!t'c1.) 

At IWtiN tbe grolllld daten .. , are reported aigbt.;r percent ca&plet.cl, 
tba c..-unicationa MnDt;r parcant and tba air strip tort:r percent com­
plet.cl. Tbe tighter strip at AJIIIIAIIA ia halt claarad SDd partiall;r gradecl. 
Fort;r-tllrM ti&h"ra are baina operated oa the origiDal. Jap&DeH tielc1 on 
TAIUlJ.l. Tba claarina of the ,.... fial.c11n the eoutbeut corner ot TAIUlJA 
hu bHil ca.plat.d and work on the gradina is DOW procaeclina. 

Dv.r1ng the night of 6-7 Deceber, 110tor torpedo boats attaolcad tour 
loaded • .,_,. bargu in TOR.IJ BAI, aoutheut B:lWAIIIVIUll: ISLAIID. Tba 
bargu beaded toward the &boN and contact wu subaequentl;r loot bl.lt it 
ie beliend that eanral of th- nr. hit. Tbe .otor torpedo boats Ntarnecl 
without. ~ or cUilal.tiea. 

On the •- night t110 Ventura night tightero, o .... r TCIIOKINA, BOUG.AIIIVlLL& 
ISLAND, &hot down on. ·~ tloat obeerntion plane. 

Thirteen llitchell bomber. bc.becl the ltiETA HARB:JR Al!IU at 10:35 a.m., 
7 Decaaber. Ca.pl.ete oboel"'t'ation of tba rell.llto were not reported bl.lt 
opparentl;r ..,.. 1'ireo nro otarted. .l.t about the same time tift llitcheU. 
ettackecl IW!ILI, a01.1tb BOOOAINVII.l.E ISUND. Rell.llte of the attack nro 
not oboel'Ted. 

A reconnaiennce p.m., operatina !roa OU.AD.I.LCAN.U. etreted huts oa 
GR!BN ISLAIID, durin& 7 0.-ber. Another reconnaiaaance plane craahecl in 
tbe 'ficinit;r of SAVO ISLA!IIl. Tbe C&WMI ia l.lnkn<nm. One aan ...rvived. 

BOUGAiliVIILE G!WilliD Sl'roATIOli 

During ~ Decaaber, our UOWid force a adnnced and OCC1.lpiecl three billa 
on tbe final pori.Mter ill the eaet eactor. Patrols are oparatina ba;raod 
thio new lille but DO .......,. contacta han been JUde . Our position• are 
baing :l.llproved and good FDI"'•• hu been made on the air field and road 
conatruction. 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
ltP.AbQVARTl:RS 01' T ill': 0JMI>IANDER IN CHIRP 

NAVY DEPAR.TMBN'r. WASHI~GT0!-1, D. C. 

9 a . m. 8 lleetmbor 1943. 

SO!JTH .&liD CE!!tl!AL PACIFIC (Cont'cl.} 

At about 7:00 a.m., 5 Deelllllbor, aircr&tt !rom TASK GROUP .50.1 (under 
cOIIIID&I>d ot .ll:lloiral Pomall} LEiml'roN (CV), lORXT0'/1)1 (CV), COWPENS (CVL), 
lllliHlW'OLIS ( C A), SAN PlUNOISCO ( CA), N!lr OIW! AHS ( C.l), BAL Till <I!! ( CA) , 
&lid O.&n.&IID (CL), pluo dutro;rero, and TASK GliOUP .50.3 (under .~<aUral 
llclltSOMf'T} ISSID: (CV), !NTERJ'IU811: (CV), BI!LIBAJJ M:>OO (CVL), SANTA FE (CL), 
II:>I!Itl (CL), I'OI!TLAND (C.l), S.lN DIBOO (CL), S.lN JIJ.lN (CL), attacked ROI 
(ltli'AJALIUI .UOU.) and adjacent anchor-s-o. 

It io .. tiaatod that two ·~ li.ght cruhoro, ono tanker, and thrM 
oargo nooalo ware IW>k. In addition, one tranoport and two traigbtero 
11&r& ounk or bacllJo d11U4"d• Tbirt:r-on- onom;y tigbtare, eight liBdiua bcoab­
ere, t110 be&TT boabero {fl1ing boata), and e.igbtMn fioat planoo ware da­
tiDitaq daotro;recl, pluo an Wlknown number ot Mdiua bombero 11111eb nre 
lett burning. '!'be radio at ROI wu d&aagod. We loot t .... Halleat1 anc1 one 
Dauntleao din bo.ai>or !rca TASIC GIIOOP .50.1. '!'be loooeo ouotained by TASK 
CRJUP 50.3 han DOt been reported. 

An air attack on a .allor IICalo waa completed againot IDTJB, IIARSiALL 
ISL.l!IDS, where three .,_, tigbtero end t wo bombero wre cleotroyacl and a 
cargo YIISol bacllT damaged. Two bangare wra d .. tro1"d, a .l'uel clUIIP eat on 
tiro ancl other 1notoll&t1ono daaagacl. All ot our planee returned trom tb1a 
attack. 

Later, at about DOOII, MT&n ano.;r torpacl<> bomboro unoueeo .. 11111T at­
tacked TASK GliOIJP 50.1. Sa ot tho enu;r pl-o wre allot down by mt1-
a1reratt tire. 

• a...pmlng at about 8:00 p.a. , 5 lleeui>er, both TASK GliOUPS wore aub-
jectod to oont1nuouo and Tigorouo attack& by about tb1rt;r-!1TO to torty low 
!lying Mcliua bombere tcr tin and • halt bouro. It ia belioTacl tllat tho 
anoay loaoaa wre eaall. 

In 011& ot tbeoa attack& tho aireratt carrier lXXING'roN wae atruek on 
tho atarboard o1da by an ..rial torpacl<> ancl auotllinacl dllll&gl to the propeller 
ah&tt, racluetioo para and 0110 turbine. 'l'bo otaoring , .... waa al.a claagacl. 
'l'bo carrier ,., ablo to procoacl at twanty laloto, otaaring rlth h•r ang1noa. 
Ooo un 'All k1llacl, twnt:r-tour inJured, and MYen aro reported aiooing. 
'l'bo I.ZXING'l'OII 1e upootacl to arr1Ye et PZ.&RL bet ore DOon, 9 lleoal>or. 

'l'bo ~t o...Uaor II:>BIU ot TA:IK GROUP ~.3, ouattJ.nod oo.u d-ee clur­
ins the aiallt 0111&8-nt ot S llecoal>or rlth ~ plana a, 'llilon hor lott sun 
ot a t1.,...1nch .ount eccidantalq t1racl into tho ohiold ot a forty a1ll1-
Mtar gull, wbicb .. t ott tort,. w1111•tor -..itioo. rurtllar clatailo aro 
not at praaont &Yailabla . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.i:.ADOUAitTt!R$ 0'1 11Ut COMMANDBR I~ CIUU' 

:fAVY DEPARTMENT. WASUINGTOH. D. C. 

4r00 p,m, 6 Dee-r 194), 

a:xJTH NIP Cl!li1'1UL PACifiC (Cout 1 <11 ) 

At 7•50 a,a,, ~ Dee-r, !our Kitt;rt>aka .tr&!.., IIOSIGETTA, 
..,..tbu.t BIIPRESS AI/OOSTA BAl', BOOOAl'IIVIW ISI..UID. Reeulta o! 
tho attock ...,.. not report..,, 

Our 11101'111ng patrol onr l!ILPRliSS AUGUSTA BAl', atr&!ao:l tho CHABAI 
AIIBA, north BOUGAIIIVIW ISI..UID, IIUIU. lltlliA, northeast central BOU­
GAiliVIU.II, &llo:l P.I.SI ISLAND, SlilRTLUID AREA. .lt f.I.SI, a DWiber o! 
Jop&ru~M WI'O Jdlleo:l. 

Strong air att&eb against en...., inat&ll&tiona on BOUGAIIIVII.IB 
ISLAND eontimlacl !or tho third. c!a;r, wbon t•ut,...threo lliteMlle 
attockeo:l tho IIOJ«ll'nl &llo:l AIT.I.RA IW3SIONS, eouth BOOOAINVILLB, &llo:l 
tho IIOSIGETTA area, throughout ~ Dee-r ill !our groups at !ort;r­
tiTo al.Jiute illtorTala. llall7 tireo were at&rtao:l &llo:l DU~~~eroua hute •re 
o:le.tro;y.cl, 

Ten eliTe bollbera &Do:l tftlTe torpeo:lo bombara ill tour groupe !ol­
lo...o:t tho lliteb.ell attocu. Mcl1t1on&l !1rea wore .tarteo:l &Do:l more 
lmiJdi ngo .. re o:te.tro:yed.. All or our pl&~~ea raturneo:l. 

Atter the o:ta.troTOI' bomb&:'clruut ot ~ December, preTiou.al;r ro­
porteo:t, throe torpoo:lo boabara ~cl the CBOISIIIJL BAr AIIBJ.. CHOISIIIJL 
ISLJIID. n.a area wu later - b;r a reeollllaiaa&IICo pl&DO. 

Deatro;rero clonlopeo:l a auburilla aoWIII contact three ailoa eouth 
ot .fiORIDA IfiLAIID at 7 a.a., ~ Dee..t>er. Depth eb&r&•• epparoutl;r 
claaopcl tho IIUbur1Do aa oTio:le~~eacl b;r a hoa'fT oil el1ck. SllbMquant 
o:lepth charge attocb reloaaeo:l a large ......nt or block oU. It ia bo­
liencl that the INlaarilla 1a .tetioft&l')' on the bott .. ill th1rt,...tin 
tathcae ot water. Oporat1CIIa tor ita ea.plate clo.ti'IICtion are COII­

ti.IIU1Jig • 

.lt llr2S p,a., S Doeuobar, • racollllaiae&DC• plarw .tr&!acl tin 
o,_;y b&r&Oe ott Kn1'A, 110rthaa.t central BOOCAIIVliJ.I ISL.Uil. Ro­
aulta were not raportocl. 

Dur1.ng 4 Dee-r, tin 0110a1 bomba ,..,.. clrop~, without claaop, 
011 our poa1t1CIIa ill the Ta!OKIIIA Jill!:!, BOUGAINVIILI ISLAND. 

A 0... ot our auba&:'illae (111M liiU'Iport..,) euk a tbraa thoue&llcl ton 
- traneport aial>t:r ailu northa&.t o! PONAPB lSLJJI), &llo:l a two 
thouancl tin b.Widrecl toa oarco neoel tort:r ailee aut ot 'f'IWK. 
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~mtnr U NITED STATE S F L EET a. HIADOUAtniS OP TKI COMWA,.-OU IN CHiu 

~· WAVY OllPAJtTMEHT. WASHINCTOH. 0. C. 

f 
v 9 a.a. 7 Docoabor 1943 • 

...,.~ §0\!X!! A!ID CIJmAL PACITIC (Coot's!.) 

'lhe tollowillc c-m.q~~~ bae been relouocl 1>7 CINCPAC at 22.30 OCT, 
6 Doc-.r1 

·~ CAlllii!Il TASl PllRaS ATTACXID !1m II.AII.SII.ILL ISLIRD.S 011 4 
DltQ!IBPll (IIZ.ST LONCI'IUIE DAm) X DIE TO TIB IIIICESSm fOR RADIO 
Sima IETAILS AD HOT In AVUJ:!BU! X" 

!luriD& tho Disllt. of 4--S Doc..,.er, a Ventura slroppesl bcabe &lid otratocl 
XAI!ILI, ecut.b BOOOAINVIW ISLAIID. lo &Dti&l.rcratt tire ,.... oncOWlt..-~. 

At l01lO a.a., 5 Doc-or, IIONOI'!U IIISSION, oout.lrnat BlUG.liJIVlLL'I: 
ISLAND, wu b<wbocl &lid otratocl 1>7 oix llitcboll bcoobero. A warebou.e wao 
clutro,._Q. 'lhia attack wu tolloncl QP b:r 1J.abt .liracobru which bollbocl 
aD4 otratocl tbe rtciDit:r ancl reportecl that tho oDtiro area wu c:So.oliabecl. 

At 11115 a.a., S Doe-r, titt)"-01>0 eliTe bollb..-o and twoDt1'4i&bt 
torpedo bollbero, eecortesl b:r oixtoon f1&bt..-o, boabe<l &lid otratocl tbo 
rtciDit:r ot la!TA HARBOR, out central BlUGAINVILlB ISL.llll. Six tiru 
•n otartod &lid a nlllber ot bulldl ngo won clootr07K. Light ant.i&l.reraft 
tiro -.a oncouDt.orecl. 

At 11123 a.m., 5 Doeomber, twellt7 hUY7 boolboro, oacortocl b;r Dine 
fi&btora, boolbod tho ·~ auppl;r area at BONIS, north BOUGAIIiVIIJJI 
ISL.IIID. .l nllllbar of t iro a nra started. At about tho •- time, tho 
ICIE'I'.l auppl;r area, aut BOUGAIIIVILIE ISUIID, waa bombed b:r imo liberator. 
Reaulto """ not raportocl. 

Jobout. oooo, S Dacoaber, aixtaon IJ.abtnin&o otratecl tbe •ot coaot or 
ll1U ISL.UID. A auaiHr ot lm!ldlngo won .. t oa tiro. 

On S Dae-.r, a maober of hllto won otratecl, 111 t ho rteiDit:r ot ~A 
li.U, central a art BOOOADIVIU.II ISLJIID, b;r •i&bt Xitt;rb....O after &D -•­
ceoatlal aaarch tor on11117 aldppin&. 

On S Dooaaller, tba air patrol onr DIPRESS .WOUSTA B.U, atratad CIWIAI, 
nortbwat BOOOAINVILUI, ((OROOIU, ooutbout coaat ot BOIIQAINVIUJ:, aD4 
IIOIIOITU IIISSION, ooutlrnat BOIIGADIVIU.II. 

'UIILIIIA VI.LLJGB, IIOI"tbwoat BOOGAIII'Illl.& ISLAIID, wu attackecl durin& 
s Doce.her, b;r t .... t:r-tour ~- bollbwa, ooYorecl b;r aixtaao ti&btare. 
11aQ;r tiro• ...,.. atart.od. .Uthousll aochrate to iDt-• antiaircraft tiro 
wu • ....,-.reel, appanDt.l7 all ot ov pU...o rotlll'Decl. 

Dv'1DI the oDtire clq•a oper&t.i0110 no cCIII>&t lo-a wre attained. 

= 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
1-l~Atx)UAJtT'KU OJI' THI COMNA.-10£1( IN CUI! P 

I'IAvY OI!I'AltTMKNT, WAIHIINC1'0H, D. C. 

9 a.a. 6 Doooabor 1943. 

S9!D! N!l) cpiRAL P.IOI!'IC {Caot•d.) 

Alq>l.i1')'1q dotailJI roceind 1n41oato that tho attock on TA!UlU b:r 

j Dine eMIIT plan .. , occurred botw.., 8 and 9 p.a., 4 Docoabor (TA!UlU. 
Till&). A fin lllllldrod barrol tllol d~ waa burned. 'lbroo 110n wro 
·~tl.J' ... ...w.d. 

At. 9•00 a.a., 5 C.caabar, fo\U" •all bombs ...,ro dropped without 
dut&&e in tho rloinit:r of FLINT POINT, IUICIII .I.TOU.. 

On 2 C.c•bor, a rocoDA&ioo"""e Liberator bombed ODOII\Y inatallationa 
on ICAPI!IGAIU!UIIGI ISLAND. A numbo.r o! !iroo wro otartod. 

On 3 Doooabor, a Liberator on a r oconn&iao&DCo !light wao attock~ 
b;r oonn Zoroo in tho rlcinit:r of IIIW. One meq plano woo dootro,-..1 
and two other o cla&god • 

.l rocoDD&ioo&DCo plano, on 4 Docomber, bombed and otrated o~ in­
otallationo at JAIJJIT, IURSHALL ISUJIDS, and in addition oank a !our­
on&in~ o~ float plano. 

At. about DOOil, 4 Decabor, thirt;r-!in Liboratora bombed IIILLI. 
Lars- tiroo wro otortod and one groun<l~ lllldil& o.-;, bomber wu do­
otro,-.4. llo onUJ7 planoo wro encountered, but antiaircraft tiro sligbtl:r 
~d tin ot our planeo and 11Q1DJdod tnroo MD. 

At 10:07 a.a., 5 O.caber, eight Liberatore and one roconnaiooanco 
plan.e bombed IIADRU ISLAND. l lars- tire wao otartod 1n a fuel otorase area. 
lo e~ planoo wro encounter~ but intense antiaircraft tiro <!aoqod 
ono of our planoo. Thrae en.,- aircraft ....,.. obsenod learlng tbo ieland 
wb&D o\U" bombora arriTed. ill o! our planoa returned. 

'!'he oulaarino SAILFISH, 1n a ten hour eng&gPont, !,. u,oo p.m., 
3 Docoabor to 9•00 a •• • , 4 Deceaber, oank a ZUIHO claao aircraft carrier 
(15,000 tona), ott tho JAPANESE EWPIRE. 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
HuoQuAJmM or no COW'W.A.Jioa Of CMIIr 

MAVT Dlt~. WAIKDIQTOtC,.D. C. 

4•00 p.m. ~ Deceaber 1943. 

SOUT!I .!ND Cl!ll'l'RAL PI.CIPIC {COllt 1cl, ) 

Tho bollob&l'dalent ot CHOiaiiiL B.U, CHOISEUL ISLI.ND, roportocl in thia 
morning1 o .,_...,., wu conclucto<l b;y throe ot oW" clutro,..ra at 9•00 a,a., 
4 Deca.ber. 

llotor torpoclo boata, operating in BUK.l PASSAGE, botoro <lam, 4 
Deceaber, woro inottoctinl;y atratod b;y ..,..,. planeo, 

On t he earl)' 110ming ot 4 Dec.ber, a DWIIbor ot our aurtace unito, 
W1l.oo41ng wppliu at CAI'll: 'IOROKI114, OOUGI.IIIVIl..LE ISLAND, were haraaoecl 
b;y ODIIIII;T pl&DU whi.cb <lroppocl aan)' tl&roO, 

lllea;r planu wero OTOr t'IIEASURY ISL.IIID, <luring tho ~t ot .3-4 
DocOIIber &ncl our &Dtiaircratt swuo pooaibl:r ohot clo1111 two ot tho pl&DOo. 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIAOQUAiTI:U OF Ttll COMWA~PIIII tN CtUIF 

JIIAVY DIPARTWEHT. WASIIIH(ITO.N, 0. C. 

9 •••• 

piTH All!? CI!!TlUL P.ICiliC (C0!!\ 14, ) 

5 Doo..b.r 1943. 

'1111 Clr:llSIUL BAI All&!, CHOlSIUL ISlAm, wu &J>P&l'Ontl7 bcal>al'dlocl b7 
aD """Part.ed IWIIber ot OW' d .. t.ro,.ro OD 4 Doc..bor. Spotting pl&DOo 
n pol't.od tho tupt U"M well oo ... rod, 

'lllo wlluriM OUAIIFISII collided OD tho tw'faco 11'1th ao ~t.1tacl 
woool bolilftd to bo a ...U taolcor, &beNt ooYIAtT~ti ... .U.o DOI't.boaet 
ot IIUSBW, .WS!!UL:U. D._ wu ouot.aiDod b7 tho GUARDI'Ill! but dau&o 
to tho ot.hor ahip 11 UDdoterainod, 
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U NITED STATES F L EET 
HIAOQUART'IU OF T HC C0MWA:rf011 Uf Q UIP 

, '/4AVY DBPARTMENT, WASIIII'IC'T'ON. 0 . C. 

9 a. a . 5 Dtoceaber 1943. 

prm All) cpnuz PACIFIC (eogt'4,) 

At IUDJI, c~er .... e .... ei&bt,...tin pet-Oect ooapleted and c-m.c&Ll.CDe 
ei:d7 per..ct operaUn. !he air tiel.d 1e tweat,...tin percect =-Pleted. 

At 7r20 p.a., 5 Dtoclllber, !Wie e.-_,. bc:mbere dropped bcaba CD TA!UlfA. 
ODe poowlded fentva and one Hellcat ne deetro)"'CC and two Vacturu 1D11 eix 
llelleata claaapd. Two h\UldHd 'b&l'l'ea ot aaeoliJ>e 'burned. 1hou wre no 
J)ei'ICIIDil c...altiee, 

At l2r36 p.a., ) Dtoc&aber, twnt7'"<)M Liberltora, hearll7 bast'bed the 
PIS eupp~ .... a, north OOUGAl!IVILIE ISLAMD. A llllllhel' ot tireo Wl'l etartld. 

At about the •- tiM one Liberator dropped 'baaba 011 IOROVO, eoutheaet 
SH<IITLAIID ISLAIID, and two other Libaratore 'bolllbed ICIETA, BOOG.uJIVILI.B LSLA!a>, 
1111ore a llllll'ber ot 'build1J>ca wve deatrQ71cl. llo acti&il'cratt ru-e ne IDCOIII)o. 
tered It XIBTA, 

At 2tl5 p .a., ) Dtocuber, e1x llitchella 'bclobecl mel atratecl AITAJU. eouth 
coaat ot BOOOAINVn.UI ISL.UID. A. ~I' ot hut• w re deatro,.cl, 'but ccaplote 
o'bllrYatiCD ot the reeulte waa not obtained, 

During tha aorning ot 4 Dtoc..U..r, an Ulll'eported nllllber of our dlatro,.re 
&belled Japano• inatellaticoe at IOIARIS and IWURAKA., IIW!!ESS A.UQJSTA BAI, 
OOUGAiliVIIJB ISLAHD. 1ho bcabardMct waa epotted 1>1 two Dalmtleaa din 
'boahera and evpportecl 'b7 two other din bcabera wbich bcabecl and cloatro71d a 
•&reb- at IOIA.RI8 and a D\llllber ot bo•1ld1nca and bah in the .... a. 

OD 4 Dtocuber, our tia'btar patrol OYer the ~ ..mosT A BAI AliA., 
B:)UQ.t.IJIVILUI ISLAIID, atrated the CH.IIA.I AilSA lllcl the eaet coaet of B:lUO.&DI­
VILU ISL&IID. 

the CHA.BA.I 'MeT IUJ'P~ area, DOrtb IIOOG.IIliVIUI ISUIID, ne athcluld b7 
twectJ'-CIII Li'berltOI'I at 10t00 a.-., 4 Dtoc-.1', l'i!tMn &!.nut .. attar thie 
attack "nnteon llitohelle atruclt the area. Tho• two attacke deatroTO<l a 
porticc of tho •liPPlT ~ and thr" 'building• . Six urial 'bolahe wre cll'opped 
'b7 a b1&b altitude ....., plano on the llitohell 'boabera, but altbO\IIII clo11 
aiiMa w.re ecol'ed DO claaap wae llliltal.nld. ODe Li'boretor failed to return • 

.at fortJ'-!bo 111a&te ictarYw, OD 4 Dec-.r, fitt,...a1&bt diYO ~· 
and tort,..._ torpedo ~ • • attaclulcl tbe II>SIGitTA ADA, lllOO.liliVIID 
UL.\111). !heM attaolul Wre prchhl7 aecle iD &J'OUPI ot e1x pl&DU to ODI attack, 
Aboat thirt7 to fort7 'build1J>ca wre cleatro)"'CC, to&•ther with a bricl&• OYC the 
m.nu RIYII, eoath ooaet of BOOOA.DiVILU> ISLAJI). 
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COMo>«:H Pll.l! UNITED STATES FLEET 
0_~' H£AI)QUAA:TU~ 01' THE C0MMAI'o'D21l IN CJUEP 

s~~~T ••vv DRPARTMRNT, WASHINCTON, D. c. 

~.q..•fs T 4 p.a. 4 O.Cilllbor 1943. 

<:J»"- SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Copt'd, ) 

At l l.l42 a.a. 2 o.c-.r, t.,.,.tr-toar Liboratoro bca~ KCitOVO, 
ooutbeaot SHORTLAlfO ISUIID. Hito ware scored in tho ouppl7 and bivOUAo 
areao, 

On 3 O.Comber, a nUIIbar or c&IIIOun.,,ec:t bar&••, in tho ncinity ot 
GREI!2I ISL.UID (north nt BUXA ISLAND) were otrated and oot on tiro b7 a 
roconnaiooanco pl&DO operatin& .tl'Oil GUADALCA!IAL. 

At llt30 &olio 3 O.Csbor, t wontr-tbreo 111tehello bombed tho on~ 
ouppl7 and biYouac aroao in KlbT.A HARBOR, BOUOAINVILLE ISLA!Jt1l, A nWIIbor 
ot firoo 't'ioible tor titt;r miles were otarted, 

Durin& 3 December, tbirty-oix torpedo bOllboro a nd !itt;r-eight 41•• 
bcmbero a truck LIIIOI'IU IIISSIO!I, tho IIISICETTA o.nd PORROR RIVER Area, the 
SKISHICA '1'I1Jt()...l(l BRIIXi!: Are& in SOU Til BOUGAI!iVILLE in groupo nt oix 
planoe at !ortr-!ivo lllinuto int ornJ.o , A tWO>hundred and !itt;r toot 
briqo over tho PORROR RIVER no destroyed, in addition to tbirt;y or 
rort:r buildin&•· One torpedo bomber !ailed to rot um, 

On tho oame d.t,r , oeYOntoen d1 TO booobero attacked a beached on~ 
tro1ghtor in IIOISURU BAI , eaot o! KAHni , SHOR'l':L.UlD Aroa, 

Durin& 3 O.Combor, tho tightar patrol o .. r EIIPRESS AUGUSTA BAI, 
otratec:l IIOSIGAI, ooutb BOUGID'VII.lJI: ISLAND, CIIABAI, IIA'I'QUN BAI ArM 
and NUllA NUllA, CBIITR.U. BAST BOUCAINVIUE ISWlD, Reoulta wore not report­
ed, 

- 6eO -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 

SIJ14r liBA.DQUAJt1'ER.5 OP TH! CO:\tt.CA.HDER £N CIIIU 

HAVV DEPARTMENT. WA! Ju:Po'CTOH. O, C. 

9 a , .. 4 Deeabor 194). ~fl! & T 
~~ 
.. ~...; SOU111 AND CE!n'RAL PACifiC (CO!!t'cl• ) 

} 
Tho dutro;rer HOI!. reported &&round on 2 Dec•ber ott tho ooutbwoot 

. tip ot BITITU ISLAIID, TARUIA Atoll, wao r.tloated on tbo aarl;r attornocn 
ot ) Deo•ber, tho a:t.ont ot tbo c~.aa&&o h&o not boon dotorained, 

An ine011ploto report inc11eatu tbot on 2 Deo.-bor ono ot our roeoonaiooone• 
planoo wu intarcepted b7 nino Cliii\T Zoroa OTor an unreported loe&l.it;r, Two 
Zoroo were obot d0111> and aoe probabl;r ohot down. Our plano, in adc11t1on, 
otrated a nuoobor ot ...U. ..,...,. Tuoolo and probabl7 daM&od a throe hundred 
toot C&r&O TOOOolo 

Durin& tho night ot 2 Deoa ber, botnen 8100 p .m. and 8140 p.a., a 
CODT07 bound for tho TQR(J(I!IA Area, miPIIKSS AlJJUST BAr, OOUGAIIIVILLK ISLAND, 

J 
and oerollled bi an unreported nmober of dootro;raro of DeaRon 2) woo llaaTil;r, 
oltlloQIII inatfaet1Tol;r attacked b7 t,..t7 to twont;r-tin "'"''T torpedo planoa 
and dho baaboro tort;r-tiTI ailu ooutb ot IIIPIIKSS AUGUSTA BAr. A nlllllber ot 
bolobo toll naar Toooolo of tho eonTO;r, and oix torpednoo pauod cloeo to the 
ooroonl.JI& deotro;rare, Tbroo 111-.y planeo wore datinitol;r obot down and ho 
or tbroo probabl;r ollot down, 

Olio ot 011r oubu.rinoo (naao unreported), oporatin& in tbo Tieinit;r of 
tho CI!UIB&S, reported u follow01 

~ Sank ono doatro;ror alld ono earao Touol of 7 ,ooc tono on 
2 Docabor thirt;r-fiTI ail.oo northNot of KlfiJI'JlANG BAY, north 
CELIIB&S, and, in odc11t1on, oank an S,OOC ton NaTal auxUio.r;r in 
tbo JAVA SI!.A, • 

On 29 lloTabor, anotbor out.arino (naao unreported) attaeltod and probabl;r 
oank cno troi&lrt.ar and <iu&&ed o tranoport, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H:U.DQcJ.un'Ps tW TN& COMWAJlitlat IJf OUU 

MAVY DVA.tTWDT. WAIIIUIG'T'Otl. D. C. 

4100 p.m. J Doc-.b41r 194.). 

SOOl!! AND C!lfTR4 P ACIPIC <coot • d. l 

Dllriaa the -rn1nc ot 2 Dooeoober, the CHAB.U AREA, II.U'CHlll BAI, 
I!OUO.UNVIW ISUHD, wu harueed b7 fi&hter petrole. R..,ul.te wre 
IIDObMI"f'ed . 

On 2 Doc.-J>er, tWil recoM&i .. ..,ce pllll" boabed en0107 ontiair­
cr&tt poe1t1one and the INilcling area Oil OCBAN ISUHD. One tire wu 
etarte<l. 'nle i.and appe.....S deMrted witb coneider&ble debr1e noat­
i.Da 1.D tbe be.rbol-. 

At 7•15 p.a., 2 Doc.-ber, tbe d .. tro;rar IICBI. lll"OlllldK ott the 
110uthw.t ~ of BITI1'U IliUIID, 'URJIIA A'roLL. Operation• wre reported 
1.D prosreee to ...n.oet tbe noHl. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.tADQUART&RS Of T HF. C0.•roUoiAI'o'D2Jt IN CHIEl' 

NAVY DBPARTMB"'"T· WASHINCTON. D. C. 

9 a.m. 3 DecOIIIber 1943. 

SJIJ11l 41!D C1Jl'l'l!AL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

,.._ Io1&1>4. 1.n tla 'l'.I!UWA ATOLL are b<t~ oearcbed b7 1~ P.&r- .,.. 
tieo , llo J:apaneee han bee(l tOWid, 'II pf· 1 ' / ' '( 
/l,w ,,.,f (c..f J .. a /'r L ., 

\.._, ~ .&PmUil.l unlo&ding eont1.nu .. olo~. 

011 2 December, a night lighter dropped boalbo on .,_ pooitione 1.n 
tbe IIIPRESS .WOOSTA B.U AREA, OOUG.liNVILIJ: ISI.AIID. 

~ lloo6 a.m., 2 December, fourteen llitcbollo boiDbod IUL.li VIlLAGE 
on llatGIJS.liA ISLA!lD, oouth ot 5!<J!TLAIID ISLAND. Reoulto nre UD>beonred. 

At llo/,0 a.a., 2 DeeOIIIber, two llitcbello bombed RIGU IIISSION near 
llETA, BOOG.liNVILLE ISLAND. .lll of tbo bcabo dropped 1.n tho target area, 
llo on~ plene 1.ntorcopt1on or ont1&1reratt tiro was encountered. 

On tho oaao d.o3 oix llitcbollo dropped baabo 1.n tbo PORRO!! RIVER 
AREA, ooutb BOUGAINVIUE ISLAliD, and an unreported nWibor ot Lib<tratoro 
bc:abod KDROVO, ocutbeaot SHORl'LAHD ISLAIID. Result o ot tbooo attaeke were 
not reported. 

Tbo IJ1.IIB&r1ne BOI1FIN returned tl'Oa patrol ot tho s:JU'IH CHINA s&A 
and roportot:l u tollOII'II In tho Yicinit7 of CAPE V AI!KLL4, PRKNCH INDO­
CHINA, oonk one tanker, two 1arp troigbtoro, one aodi1111 tranoport and 
one ...U ote-• .. tim&ted total 45, 000 tono. r.o aoro troightero 
wre b4tliond ounk tor an at:lditionol total ot 19,000 tone. 

"·~" UJ. 
I 

lA. -:'fl._ 111 

1'1 [t lv i> }-,14, 

1\ ;, ~( (;lt e ... t• .... It• 

1 ·'"'· 
ltw..- lt~A _, 

{ H J,. 1 •• 

(.11 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI ADQUAITIIH 011 THJ. COMMA.-.nal IN C UII:F 

NAVY DEPAJtTME!':T. WASHINOTOt' , D. C. 

9 a.a. 2 Dee•ber 1943, 

pm! AIID C!liT!!AL PACifiC (Copt 1 d,) 

At 'f.AIUIIA, II.IJIKDIS PIKUl b r-.!7 tor fi&bUnc Squaclroll Tnln &Old 
-. .. "7 llicbt fi&hter laMtnco. Allti.a1zor&fi &Old lSSia ,_ ere 1a 
poeiUOil. 'ftle dt.poeal ot .,...., coaot Rtcboro 010 od.jecmt blando b 

procr .. •lnc· 

At IWCDI ovr &1'011114 detco .. are 1a poo1Uon and. .... _mtcatioll 1'&01-
llti .. are t'w!oct10Ginc ei&bt:r-tin percmt, :tho ""rk 011 tho e1rt1eld i.e 
elood-7 procreulnc. 

At llr46 .... 30 llonaber, on .. t.- lij,t.ell.Uo bcab..t lUL.U ca 
IICIIGUSAI.l ISLAHD, ocutb of SIDTUIID ISUJI), A lllllllMr ot tir .. were otart­
ocl, All of ooar pluM rohmocl, Later, at 12•33 lUL.U waa qa1a attacked 
bJ ~t- llitcllello &Old oiajlt Ltcbtlllnc•· '!bo taraet area •• reported 
...U ooyorocl, 

S.AB.DII PI.All'f.ATIOII, 100rtbw .. t BOOOAIIIVIU.I! ISLA111l, wu bollbod at lOt)O 
a.-., l Deeabor, bJ dlt 111tcn.U., Good coYorqo of tho taraet area wu 
reportocl, 

.lt lrlD p ... , l DocOOII>or, tittr-ono din bollbero &lld tblrt:r-•1x torpedo 
- .... , uoorted br tb1rt:r-two tight oro, attack eel tllo lARA end BII~ALI air 
tieldo, &lid od.jacmt ""PP>lT arou, P'in bite wore oboorYed 011 tho IWU. air 
otrip &Old. !oar ca tbo BUT +[II otrip, Other .,....., a.tallaUOilO wore dw&ed 
or dMtroyod, Weak a..t1&1rcratt tiro wao OllCOW>torod at IWU., but iAtOiloo 
uUairc:ratt tiro wu OllOOW>terod at B+UUJ! , ~. ot our cll.To bolt>ero wu 
&bot ciD .. , &~~otller b aiuiJ>& &Old !oar wore daa&&ocl, 

Durinc l Docoabotr, tiM .lAllA Rin:R .lroa, Oil 11000.\DIVIIZJ! Il!UIIl), w.o 
attacked bJ tc din boooboro, twelTo torpock> pl&lloo &Old &1&)lt Airaoobru, 
with unoboorTed r..W.to. 

Our air patrolo o..or IIMPll&SS AUGUSTA BAI, Oil l Deeabor, ot.rated &llliT 
1aotellat1ou 1A tho IIA '!'CHill BAI .lroa, '!bo CAPE 110'1\JPIIJIA .lroa •• aloo 
etrated, IINalto wore 11110boor-.ed. O..o Coroeir toiled to return troa thi.o 
patrol. 

At 7•00 a ... , l Deeabor, tour Airacobru otrated tbo ttliiOLII:I IIAJUl(ll 

Area, SllCII:'ILlJI) J.roa, I!..W.ta wore lll>oboorYocl, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Jf!ADQUARTell$ 01 T'H. COMWANDI:Jt l:t< CHIEP 

N/I.VY D&PA.Jtnu,~NT. WA!HINGTOlf, D. C. 

9 a .m. 1 Dececber 1943. 

~TH AIID CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

AIR ACTION OF 30 NO'm!BBR 

At 11:20 a.m., IJ.berators bombed PORI'ORO, northern OOOOAI~'VILlll. 
It would appear that a r adar station wu damaged. 

At 2 :00p.m. , eight Lightnings strafed AIIUN PLANTAriON, northwest 
BOUGAINVlLLE, with WIObaened results. 

Eight lightnings strafed the HllliA NUIIA- KIE'I'A AREA, at 2 :30 p.m., and 
put on fire twenty huts, about eight miles north or IJ!IitiA BAI. 

Japanese positions in the TEKESSI RIVER AREA, west CB<l'RAL B:lUGAIN­
VILlll, were under fire by artillery nnd destroyers during the day. 

In all of these fl1ghta there was no enemy air interception and all 
our pla.nea returned . No enemy planes have been contacted since the a>rn-
1ng or 22 November. 

/ SITUATION AT IIAKIN 

(_ 
It is reported, on 30 November, that coastal defense artillery io 

_Jon--position, but apparently the mmunition for tho 155 m1111meter guna 
haa not bean landed. The air fiolcl is five percent complete. 

'lbe llarine battalion, that was landed during the night of 28-29 
November, at a point one and one-half miles northwest or KOIARIS, aouth-
nst BOUGAlNVIUJt, was withdrawn by 9:30 p.m., on the night o! 29 Nonmbor. 
'lbio lant11ng waa macle in an area of enemy foocl, -..nition and wpply con­
centrations. 'lbe mioaion or this force wu to reconnaissance and raid and 
apparentl,y was oucceaatul because it is reported artillery dUIIIPI 1 ritlea, 
etorea and •dical auppliea were destroyed. DocWDODte were &lao captured. 
1he battalion's task coulcl not be continued further than i t waa, because of 
heaYy --.;r reo1atonce Wdch curbed ite activi~ieo. It 1a reported that an 
en11Jil7 force or several thoueancl, coordinated witb strong aortar tire, en­
se&ed it.. Although our !orcea received etrective aid !I"Otll air and aurtace 
bombarclloont, it wu decided to withdr.,. Our casualties apProximated tit­
teen killed, oevontT~one l!Oundod, of which ten are oerioua. It~ 
that llli"'' cUU&!tieo nre oYer h ohunclred lma.wl""deiid .- m ot our personnel, 
except thoH ldll~acuatod ana apparent~re waa no looo ot bo&a 
durin& the withdrawal in epi to ot he&Yy on811)' tire. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI ADQUAitTtltS or THI COMWAJrfDil IH CHID' 

tfAVY DII•AITMI!l'I'T, WA&IIINGTOH, D. C, 

9 a.m. 1 Deelll!bor 1943. 

§OUT!! Nfi! CQ1!!JL PAC!Flt (Cent 1d,) 

AI!! ACTION OF :JO liO'iDIBIIl 

Poor Airaeobru hit tovr bar~a, t"" beata and t.hr.e antiaircratt 
poa1UOIIO at 10100 a.s, 0 in Ttfl9l.&I HA!!Bll, aeutb OOOO.liNVII.LX ISLAND. 
1be rewlto ,...,.. 1111oboernd • 

.lt 101.59 a .a., tour ICl.ttrt>urko otrated the aeutbeaotern end of 
BALLALB ISLAIID, SHCfin.AHD AREA. One plane wu d-pd. 

Pin Airaeobru at 2100 p.m. , lett one bare• eoldng and o11enced 
one antiaircratt poait1on at 'roNOL&I HARBCR. 'lbrM pl&lllta were dozu.&ed 
by ...U eallber tire , 

1'he ti&hter ooftr <IY&r DIPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, eoordinated 1d.th de­
otrorara aDd ahellid .,_, poo1t1ona at 'roRO!CINA, l!lll'RBSs AUGUSTA BAY. 

Fi!ty DaunUeu dive boabe.re and twent~two A-.-era, eonred by 
thirt7'"011e fi&htoro, bcabed and otrated JAKOHINAIIJSSION, K.lHn.I AREA. 
Mt1&1reratt poo1t1ona at IW\00 HIU. and SALALIT.\ lllLI.S, 1n the •- area 
wre boahe<l aDd otrafed at ll1.50. Tm bulliin&l and an -.nit.ion cluq> 
wao deotrorad. Threl t.o !be tire a were otartod at J AKOHINA. ThrM 
direet hita wre ude on 8'1' poeitioM on IUL.lBITA KILL and twc were hit 
at !AHGO II.ILL. A warohou• aoutb ot the UOODIO RIVER waa damaged. Tho 
entire area wu thorCJII&hlY otrated . The antiaircratt tire froa K»>C:U 
lllLL wu Jl>darata to into~ 'ahllo the tire at J.ualiUNA wu light to 
80darato. 1bree DawiUua din bOIIbare ware ci&M&ed by &Dtioireratt tire, 
twc a&de ... r,_y 1andinca, on• a bdly landinc at B•U!CDIA, VELLA L.l­
VILI..l. llo injvriea wre .... t&ined by Olll' &1r p .. a-.1. Attar t.bo attack, 
twDt~thrae ti&htaro otreted t.bo JapeMee ooncODtr.Uon on t.bo nortbwot 
tip ot CHOISBUL ISUIID 'llitb unknom rewlta, 

At 3125 p.m. , tl'Cia tree-top 1 ... e1 he i&ht, three Ventura• bc:mbed 
.JapeD .. • poeitiona .,d otorea at IUIIARAKA, aoutMot OOUGAINVILLR ISLAIID. 
A 1arc• tire waa otartod "*'ioh wu Yilible tor oun:r all••· 'tWo of OUI' 

pl-• ...,.. daao&ed by li&ht aut<Datio fire, 

Ten DaunUua din boaera aDd twlYe Anncara, e«ered by tour 
Airaoobru, booabed aDd atrate<l the II)SIGK'M'A ARXA, aouthwot BWG.UNVII.U 
at )r4S p.a. Two warehouaea, oDe larp, and ai&ht ...U houa .. , ...,.. de­
otft11'0'1. .1. lar1• nploeion ooelll'l'Od at IIOSICll!'l'I'A and three t.o tin hllta 
wre at on f ire. Two buta wre burned up & IIIITUPEIIA POIIIT. It 1a be­
lln.d tbat a radio atotion waa one of tbe IN1lcl1nca deotroyed. 
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