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I!ABAUI.. 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
lfiAI)QUf<RTCRS 01' THI (~IW.UCOllil llrf Ctulr 

I\IAVY DIPAaT).l&HT. WASHII"GTO.'I:. D C:. 

S:ll1J'I: Nil! CEZ;l'!!.U. PACIFIC (Cent.' d.) 

4 P·"'· )l llay 19/o. 

DurJ.na the n$.4ht. or 28-29 llay, l:arine piloted llit.chello h&rllaoed 

On 29 llaya 

SUwlr and du.orp defenses in the IIABAUL area ...,,.. blasted by 96 
SOPAC planes. 

Uracobrao encl l".arhawk. d . ..aliabed pl.o.nt.atim builclin&s at 'i'lNFiiTS, 
ncrthout BOOGi.lNVll.lB, and JJUGUA !'UJITAT!a(, central east coast l!CCCAni­
Vl.LlB. Tloo Ura.:obru '"'"" loot but one pilot """ rescuod. 

Ventura. ""nt liP to KABANG;, B.\Y, northern Nl-1'1 IRELAW, and destroyed 
ao¥en buildings, cauoing a large exploaion. 

IClSSA PJ..Illl'ATIO!I, north""st co:ast or BUKA, and TZOP, northeast cor.ot 
or &aJCAINVIU.E, and othe.r BUKA and BaXlAnNILIE targets, woro attacked b)' 
patrol pl~noo and other planu which apr&Ted diesel oll onr tho en001's 
kitchen &arden.., etcetera. 

"!a\OKINA gunboau, <luring the night or 29 !.!aT, destroyed !our aer­
Yiceablo DAI HA'l'SU (buses) bollcbed 1n southern maaESs AUGUSTA B.\Y, rou­
GAINVIIJ..E. They also l'tl'ocked thro• other barges ancl eight hulko, all 
proYiouolJ' dllmaged. 

On 30 llay; 

One of our infontrr battalions landed m tbe north bonk ot tho 
~1 RIVm, outoiclo ot t ho TailOia:lU. parillot.or, and secured a pOoition 
which an &rt.Uleey battalion then occupied. 

Four troops .... ,.. ""unded 1n o.ot.icn when a Fiji p;ltrol contacted an 
unropOrto<l lllllllber or Jape northe&et ot tho TCJ!OKINA perimeter. 
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UNITE D STATES FLEET 
• lt:A.DQUAR'T!RS OP nu~ CoMM.M'DER I N Om;r 

NAVY D!I'AJtTMP.~'T, WMHINCT()S, D, C, 

SOOTH AND C:llTRAL PI.CIFIC (Cent 1d,) 

9 n,m, :n. lla,y 1944. 

On 29 !Uy, doetrorera ohellod aovon vUlagoo nt liEDINA PLAtiTATIQil, 
There •na no return !ire. 

I. roconna h os:\Ct p~rty londort, 30 !.!s,y, on TIC\'1ttl I SLAND, Juet eaet 
ot llll'.7 IWIOVER ISLAI\D, NS\'1 IRELAND tli'ee.. Senrol machine guns were do­
atroyod, as olso cn""')' mortars, &11!1Wiit1on and 20 drullla of gasoline. No 
fm«<cy' was encountered.. 

Tho subo&rino Sn.VIliSIDES, conduct .!Jlg a war patrol in the J.!I.RIANAS 
area, statea that she has liWlk tour ahips, one probably ounlc and damo.god 
t wo other enelll¥ vessels. These result s have not been previously reported. 

On 30 lla,y, at 7o36 p . m., tho 011bmarine PE!'.CH, operating eaot of 
FaUIOSA, states t hat s he damaged an enom,y deioe1 oil tanker , 
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l!np Room 1''1.1 oa 

DOX 74, I.(ILITARr m.&S 203(14) to 203(16) Sao 2-A 

't Folder 1 , ~ap Rocm llu.oriUld\.1111 !'or Proaid.ont- Col, t.!athol'roon Stud.ioo: 

{odl) -J,IR 203(U)- 1944, 
s...... ....__._ 

4-­

-.:.1/J - Folder 2, !Up P.ooa Do.11y llow1 S...-riOI - 1944: lilt 2103(15) ,;,.t ..U . 
..S.......-.u> 

BOX 75. 

Folder 3 , Map Roo:o lloi1y_llew• S~~:~~:~&ri.,- January- Ap;U , 19U ~ ·•r"l 
""Lo. ... c, tr,"~rs-.._ ~1>.-J'----:~ •f,•h , 

S\III:O.ry o!' Na"')' Dopou1:aont Diapatchd' (At1&11t1<>): IIR !03(16)-

Soo. 1• A. • 22 !loY., 19-12 - 19 U...oh, 1945 
~-·•r-.41 

S.-&l)' ot Na"')' Dop 1t. Diopatoh01 (North Pacific) 1 

IIR 203(16) Soc, 2-A &M~1)_£ !loY, , 1942 - ~5 NoY., 1943 

~.Z.f'l-1 

~ OP NAVY Di>PARDmrf BISPArCIIES: IIR 2103(16) (Coot' d) 

a?Ci) -fleotion 2-B, North Paoifio - 22 Dooe:nbeJ:'ol943 - 1 2 April 1945 ~ 4'-ll.- ..c 

~ ..74/3-Soot ion 3-A Pacific: 1 Novo::tber,1942 - 31 llarob, ·1943 . 

~ ~-sootion 3-B Pacific: 1 April - 31 July, 1943 "",......_.g $ <lr..lf-31"7 
~C. _'13 '1 _ Soctie;n 3-0 Pacific: 1 Aur;u•t - 30 !le>..,..bor, 194$ ~ (, 73 - 'll>'f 

~~X 76, SUlll.tARY OF NAVY DEPART' .. t!:!IT DlSPA'l'C!IES: lJR 203(16) (Cont'd) I 

~-~ ,/ 

.. ~9'-l'i-Seetie>n 3-D Pacific: l December, 1943 - 29 February, 19« 8 7.3 ·G. 7; 

L . .... S'cr- f5.;> - Soct1oo 3-S Pacifie: 1llarch- 31llay, 1944.....,..._1• 4,-rn't 

,..-- ,:;....... Section 3-F.,. Pacific: 1 Juno - 31 Al0£Ust, 1944 ~ I'ZS"I - 1010 

· . ~r • Section 3-G Pacific: 1 Sopt01l1ber - 31 Doco::\ber; 1"344 ,....,...._. l'llo- 1~5'2. 

~ Sootion 3-H P¥i~.j,1 January- 12 April, 1945t>-(-ll•'i - 1'11C 

BOX 77f IIILi'lARY FILES 204(8) to 210(10) Soc. 2. 

· ..,- Table a J- I - Je.pu••• Na~ Lo11t1 
·~ ·\L Toh1oa J-11 - J!ponou Uor chant:mon SWik 

•:·:: 'Tabloo J-111~-w Japanooo To~>nago Loao01 

~c.~ Section 1-A. - ·nl2- 1945 1 IIR 204(8) Soo l-A 

Soctio~> 2-A. 

+Secti on 3-A, 

IIICZlO{l) Soo I, 

IIR 210, Soo. 2, 

IIR 210, Soc. 3. 

~eatons, Bot.r<la, eto.t )Lay, 1942- ll•rch, 194(! ... : , ) 

concorniog ~~ary co~'}~ I 
>C!)IIl.oirn~o m~nc1uoun& 

Co=in1ono, Boardlr, eto,: April, 1943- Docnbor 1944 (llofp) 

Co::niniooa, Boards: Janu .. ry - April, 1945 { 17n) 
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UNITED STATE S FL EET 

UCADOUAin:D Off THI (OWWAMW..& Uf Onu 

1'\AV"( DUAaT'NIIt'l', WANU~GTO~. D C. 

SO!Ifl! Alll> CDIT!W. P.o\CIFI.C (Cont. 'd.) 

9 "·"'· 31 J.!ay 19. 

Durin~; tho ft14ht at 27-28 W..,., nig)rt. patrol planes !roo SOP.o\C 
bocbed reported gun poaiti<>na en 't:OOP ISlAilll, northeast BCll;:.INVII.U>. 
Tboy also obo......S """' .. .,... !il'u on CAP! SASS, northo .. t coast at ~ 
.Ii!<VJ:D. 

Ql 28 liD.;• 

P&tral pl5neo traa SOPAC cl .. troyed buildin&a and huts at l.lll'liKA 
IIISSial, central •est coast BOOCJ.INVILlE. Tho Jetty at CAPE I..AUHAN, eoutb 
BlfAA wao bcol!bed, 

Three bars eo, 1n tho DUKE CF 'raiX ISLANDS wero aet on !ire bJ' 
!:lilhters. One Cora&ir was <IM&aed. Two bri dsoo o.rd houaos T:ere !trod at 
CAPE SEW., e .. t coaat HErl IREUI:D. 

Libentoro, ltitchollo and Li(lhtntns• started tires in the revet­
aonto at LAKUNAI, RA.BAUI.. 

Dauntlooo clive bcmbtoro ancl Avonsoro bombed VUNAKANAU, RIJ3AUL, 
and got direct hits on a tlak podtion gun. They alao clomagod one 105 
..UU..oter gun and put l4 oratora 1n tho previously aorvieonble runwa,y. 
<no Aver,gor uo ohot down end enother •• damagecl. 

TOBEl!A &ir!i old, RABAUL, wao oi.Nck by /Uracobrae, ~;amawko, Daunt­
less dive bombers one! AVOI\801'1. One Da"ntlooa divo baubor wno ohot dmm 
but the erew waa reeeu&d. 

Fireo wero started in tho IUPJ)ly oncl porsOilllol areas at NAIIAT.<JlAI, 
uet coaat 1m': liUl.AND, l:y 'lontlll'& planoo. 

<n liC\lGJ.lliVn.IB, tishtor bonober &ertiu attacked to.rsota ot oppor­
tunity. They dootro,ocl an anti&ircr&tt polition at B•U All: with a direct 
bit . 

Durine the Jli&ht o t 28-29 W..,., aotor torpaclo bot. to 1'ro::1 TRZASURI 
ISUl.'D, in uni1<111 with nig)rt. ~trol plonoo bombed onc1 atr&ted R.IN'I'.ui, !.iAl!IIO[ 

ISU!.'DS, ott oouthwet BOOGIUliVILl.&. 

During tho - ni&ht aotor t orpedo bo&to troa Q!l:l::: ISUJID _,.., 
oubJoeted to & borr&go troa 50 o.Uliaetor one! 37 o.Ul!.tor suns at EO?IRE 
H.IIITA:'Ictl, north contr&l coaot at I.'E'K lRELA/iD, 

Clunbo&to trc. 'l'CtlCICINA, the - ~. cleatro1ed a borge and ailene 
coaatal bottoriu at IWWU.XA, Wt.l:lAniVILa, 
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UNITED STATES P LEET 
HCADO\IAJtTIU OP 'nUll: CoMNAtr'D&R IN Ctii!P' 

HAVY D!PARTM!NT, WAJHI!o!GTOH, D ( , 

90UTH AND C!NI'RAL P ACII'JC 

9 a . m. )0 Yay 1944 . 

During the frl&ht of 27-28 llq, night patrol pl111oo or SoPae bco!lbed e.n4 otrate<l 
AliDA, IEillliA PI..ANTJJION . 

llotor tor peoo boata ahelle<l l'A1iG::Lt.:'IA, LAXII?.AI'AIIOA, northeast coaat ~ 
IRi::LAND. They 'lfere UMUCCUsl'ull7 ehelled by oout da!ense gv.ns on CAPZ SASS. 

IIILLE was bombed by 15 L!arine Corsair planes on 28 L!ay at 7:15 a .m. Bombs 
were dropped i n the bi VOII&e area. There woo no an tiaircratt fire . A garbltd 
report indkates t hat 2 Corsair s collided in mid- air and it io pr esumed that both 
pilots wore l ost. 

On 28 liay, £rem 9:28 a .m. to 2 :35 p .m. , 24 Liberat ors and 52 W.tcholls of 
tho 7th Air Force struck I'OIIAP&, hitting tho hanaar, barracks and warehouu areas 

1n POIIAPi> rom, also both a1rl1elda ;11'1d TOL!Ai!A settlcent . Several tires wore 
otarte<l 1n POIIAPZ TCml, ond photos eho" that the hon&ar was devastated . Tho 
coclorato antiaircr att tiM wu inaccurate . 

On 28 Jl&y, a t 9:45 a .,.. and at 2 :30 P•"'· • respectively, t.., flights ot 7 
!Ia.,- Ventur&s struck JALUIT. The north end or l'l!IDJ was also hit. Tho antiair­
craft !ire was !rom ""'derate to ..,ager. 

During the afternoon or 28 l.tq, the 4th Marino Air \ling concentrated its 
atrongtb and t horoughly lathed WOTJE . 

iiOTJE ISLAIID waa hit by 107 Corsairo, 46 DaUlltleu dive bomber s, 7 Hellcat o 
and ono Ventura . m!EDIO, TOTOII and AGUI.!ICI!I ISLA!IllS were also hit. Several 
tires were started, and it ia reported the bomb hito were wall disperoe<l. Throe 
Coraaira received ~or damage . 

The u.s. Destroyer, S10ChTOtl, while participating 1n the boc:l>ar<bent ot 8IAr. 
ISLAIID, SCI!OU'I"al ISLAIID OROUP, DUTCH IGl CliiNSA, wu hit by a oball !rom a eo&lttal 
<la!anoo battery on 28 llq. llatorial daoaage . ... al~t, but one or her peroomal 
wars killed and one wounded. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
llBAOOUARTKU OP TUB C0)fMA.NDnR IN CHI!Y 

NAVY D!PAJr!'M!"I'o'T, WASIU!'OC::TO~ . [) C. 

9 n.m. 30 Cay 1944 , 

SOUTH AID Ctli1'RAL PACIFIC 

During the nJaht of 2b-27 l.!a,y, night patrol planes, operating >d.th mota: 
torpedo boats, bambod CAPE LEI!i3RIS, DOI.OllAKUS BAY, on the nortl\aaot coast ot 
!G\'1 IRELAND. 

Throughout the sam• nisbt, RAllAUL was bolrbed by aircraft, 

On 27 llo,y, from 7 a .m. to 1 p .m., 7 Corsairo, ot the 4th Marine Air \ling , 
bombed I'IOTJE and adJacent islets. The antiaircraft fire was meager . One Corsair 
was damaged. 

On 27 J.la,y, at 7:10 a .m. , 7 Marino Dauntless div" bombers and 4 Navy Hellcats 
were over \',UJ'JE . Eight bombs were dropped in t he antiaircraft batt ery area. 
there was no flak. 

On 27 l!q, from 8 :46a.m. to 12:38 p.m., 45 W.tchells of the 7th Air Force 
blasted JALUIT, hitting the antiaircraft batteries, as oleo t he storage areas on 
l:UIOJ. The antiaircraft fi r e was n1bager and inaccurat e. 

Four Navy Helle at s and 8 1\a.rioe Dauntless d1 ve bombers dropped bombs on t!II.LE 
on 27 l.lq, at 10:J5 a .m. The runwq was hit 8 times . The antiaircraft fire f rom 
all types was moderate, but inaccurate. 

During 27 J.!a,y, 9 W.tchells, while searching for an aircraft crew that was 
do•:ned, strafed south PONAPE and PAJ<IN ISLANDS . The ant141.rcraft fire on PAKIN 
was meager and inaccurate. A destroyer rescued 4 crew members of a l.litchell 
bomber that was forced do>m on 26 l.la,y. Two of its personnel waro killed in t he 
crash . 

On 27 !.lay: 

Fighter planes hit RABAUL, setting buildi~s on t iro , Photographs show one 
heavy and two automatic antiaircraft guns des troyed. l t is reported an equal 
number of these guns were damaged. 

Liberators struck the runwa,y at TOBERA, RAllAUL. 

Patrol planes !rOil! SoPac hit J.D.!ANKOA VlLLAGE, northwest BUKA ISLANO, CAPE 
HANPAN, north BUKA ISLAIID and ~ONOITU I.IISSION, southwest OOWAINVILLE ISLANO . 

Fighter bomber sorties from OOUCAINVILLE exploded beached barges at HAWroA, 
deatroyed bridge• and huts at AKil and PIVA PLANTATION . other targets Of opportunit 
on IaJOAINVILLE wore bombed. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtAtJQCJAITt.U OP ntl COi.rWAS'DEit IN Clllf.JP 

NAvY DIP,Mtn.1DH,., WASIIISGTO~, D. C. 

3)(11'1! AID Cmi'RAL PJCI!'IC 

9 ...... 29 ~~~ 1944. 

Ouriq;: tho ni8Jtt of 25-26 ll~, CatoJ.ina.o and motor ~orpado boats attacked OORPOP, eaat coa.ot o! liE\/ IRELAND, end started sovor&l. tiroo . CAP! NCIIOllOOU, 
1m! Im.AND, wu a leo attOJ:kod, as ..,re inet.&llatio,.. at ROLAND, l'OUN:l ani 
IIEDINA PLA!lTATlOUS, north lo:M I!>.<:L.C.ll. A number or bar4ea near T'..l)P ISLAND, northeut ooaat BOOC.III:VILL!! lSLA:ID, were eWik. 

On tho sM>o night, roconn&iosanco plenoo bombed and otra!od RANTAIJ, south­
oaot coast. OOUGAINVILLS ISLRID, SOI!ANA lSLAIIDS, northw.,t coaat BOOGAIINII.LE 
ISLA~D, and TOIKlLEI HAROOR, oouth lDUGAni'/IlLE ISLA:ID. Targets &l.oq;: tho west coaot or BUKA ISLAND were aloo attacked . Throughout tho nl.gbt, l!itc:hells bo.raao­
ed tho R.ABAUI. Area, and started firea at LAKUNAI, and WNAKA.'iAIJ, in 1\!!:f IIUTAI!I. 

Tho following miasiono were cOI!!ploted by SoPac aircroft on 26 It~: 

W.t.cholls atartod fires at li.ONOITU IUSSIOII, 00\.CAI~VIUS ISLA!lD. 

SUpplies at I'Oft'OO~, northwest coast OOUGAlNVILLE ISLAND, ware ba:>bed by Uaj'ltnings . 

Airacobrao bombed ~RAIGN ond FORTON, north·•est 00\.CAINVII.LE ISLAND. 

W.tchollo otartod tires in oupply areu near T ALIU, IG.l miT AlN , 

F'iaj'lter planu dostro)"'d a barge Md dnagod another ott the aout.hwest 
coaot ot IBl1 IRt:LAIIl. 

During t he nJaht of 26-:tl ll~, motor torpedo boate ond Catol.inas otrofed 
and bcmbod CJ.F'E Ullm!S, out cout of NETo IRr:um. 

On the night ot 26 l.!a;t, destroyer eaeort vosoole probably sank a submarine about 70 mileo ncrthwost ot 1..'\JSS:.U ISLNIO. 

The submarino ASPRO sGOk 2 .fl'oisntora northwest or PALAU . 
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UNITED STATES FlEET 
IIIADOUAaTUS OP n ut Co~WAlfMR lfot 0Ut:r 

HAVT DUAit'Tl.I:Pi'T. WASKINC:T'O."• D C 

saJTH AND CE:ITR.U. P ACII'!C 

9 a.m. 28 l.!ay 194.1 

Tho followins one~ b11oeo in the ~ALL an<l CAROLINE ISLA!IDS were 
bo:nbo<l by CirCPao aircraft on 26 llq: 

I'IC'I'JE ,...., boai>o<l by 28 Corsairs and ) Venturao between 6:30 a.m. and 
5 p .m. Blcplooiono wore observed and aeverol IDoll tiroo etarted. One 
Corsair wae force<! do•n oft l'mJE, but the pilot was recovered, 

At 8:50 a,a,, 4 Hellcats and 7 Dountleaa ttit JALUIT antiaircraft 
battoriu, l.!oqor, inaccurate antiaircraft fire wu oncolllltorod, 

At 9 :0) a,a,, 7 Dauntless and 4 Hellcats baobed 1'\Ulw-.r installations 
on l'IO'tiZ. 

POIIAPE wae boabed by 9 llitchell.s between 9:39 a .m. and 4 p . m. Socbs 
were dropped on gun poaitiono; warehou.se and waterfront are ae and ~IGAR 
ISLAIID. l.!eqer and inaccurate antiaircraft tire wae encountered, One 
llitcttell tailed to return, but a nwnber of tho crew wore roocued, 

At 9:55 a,m,, EliiDJ and the SYDNEY PIER Area, in JALUIT Atoll, were 
bombed by ) Venturas. 

UlLLE wee bombed twice by 6 Corsairs, at 10:50 a,m, and again at 4 : 45 
p.m. No antiaircraft tiro was encountered. 

At 3 :OJ p,m,, 4 Hellcats am 7 Dlluntleos ba:lbod U.. r adio station on 
AIJm!A!I ISLAIID, JALUIT Atoll. !.!eager, inaccurate antiaircraft fire was 
eoeountere4. 

On 26 11-.r, a reconnai .. anco plane -ed IQJSAIE. !lesulta wore unobsorv 
lleager antiaircraft fire wu encountered. 

( 

Durin& the attomoon of 27 l!a.y, one of l2 IIOdiUil 0110111)' bod>era, attack-
ing our ohipping oft IILir. ISLM'D, craobed into tho USS SC-699, The nssel 
caught fire and waa aubsoquent1y abando..,d, but romaine<! otloat. ?our o! 
tho crew wore aerioualy burned and 5 core received minor burno. 

Durin& tho niaJtt of 26-27 llo,y, PT-.3J9, sroundo<l in en~ territory, 
waa abandoned an<l ouboe~ently destroyed, 

I Tho oubmarino PErullT oank a Japanese submarine near OTTO PASS, '11!UK Ato 
on 27 llay, 

The aubooarino PARCO returned fl'om patrol of tho PIULIPPIIIES ..:1 PALAU 
/ISLAND Arou, after •inkin& a cargo veosal (2,101 tona ) 1 <l•agin& one froiglr 
I (J,l68 tona) md ono oilor, 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
HltADQUAJtTIJtS 01' Till COMWANDE.R IN Ctut, 

NAvY OllPAiii.TML'o"T, WASHIK"CTON, D. C. 

SOOT/I AND CEN'ffiAL PACIFIC 

4 p . m. :n lla,y 1944. 

Pour Hellcats &~d aeveo Dauntlees boolbed 'l«lTJB at lD: JC) a. a . and again 
at 2:2S P••• Bombs were dropped on the rumrq and a radio illatallation. 
llach!N sun tire ali81ltly daalaged two Dauntless. 

!Uavon ltl.tchella bombed 110TJ! between 9 :01 a.m. and U :10 a . o. Hits 
were scored on two antiaircratt batterieo. llo o.ntiaircratt tiro was encountel'­
ed. 

JALUIT was bont>ecl by 10 ltl.tohello, between 2 :17 p.m. and 3 :05 p. m. \leak 
antiaircratt tire was encountered. 

J.U.UIT wa.s bont>ed by 3 H&llcats and 7 DaWJtless at lO:OS a .a . Ueager 
antiaircratt !ire danagecl one plane . 

JIJDR TO!lll was bc:.bed by two Vent.ura.s. llo =t.iaircratt tire encoWJtered. 

Reconnaissance planes bcd>od PAGAJl ISLM'll, W!U AIIAS . llo ene>o;y aireratt 
or antiaircratt tire was encountered. 

During the night or 2S- 26 llay, motor tor peclo boate ancl C~talinas attacked 
BORPOP, ME'!/ mELAND. The motor t orpedo boats wore inoffoct.i vol;,r shelled b;,r 
large caliber guns at CAPE Sl!l>IA, eaot coast NEI'I mELAIID. other motor torpedo 
boats sank tour loaded barges and killed 6 Japaneoe, probabl;,r oft the ea.st 
coast ot lllr.'l Dm.!tm. 

'ftle destroyer 1!111'CHD!S, bclli>arding BIAK ISLAND, in oupport of lan~ 
operat.iona b7 SOU'n!iF..sT PACIFIC !orcu, was damaged by a S-ineh !lhell. Three 
men were injured. One c.an was injured on the destroyer BACHE, but da::Jage to 
tho veaeel, it any, was not reported. 

C 
The lonc:Urs on BIAK ISLOO 11 proceeding ""cordine to ochedulo . The 

4lS'l' DIVISION, less the 163RD COIIBAT TEAll, landed at 7:l.S a . m., 27 l!ay, against 
mortar and automatic weapons tiro . No enom.r air or N8val opposition was 
enoount.ero<i . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADQUA.aTU:s Of' THI C0WJoiAXOC:R IN 0UU 

Hlt.VY DCPAa'1'lolEHT. WASHIXCTOS, 0. C. 

SOUTH AND cmi'lRAL P.IPIFIC 

4 p. ::o . 27 l!ay 1944. 

During the night of 24- 25 !.lay, 1110tor torpe<lo boah lllld Catelinaa 
atrat'ed and bonlbod targets at LULUAI POINI', aoutheut coast BOUCAIIIVILLE 
ISLAND, l!OBIAI RIVEll mouth, and other targets on the eouthwut coast of 
9000 AINVILLE ISLAiiD. 

The following aduiona ware completed by SoPac aircraft on 2S l!ay: 

RecoMaiosance planes de:noliahed huta at liONA!lA, eouthwest BOUGAlN­
VILLE ISLAIID and CAPE HAI.'PA/1, nortlleaat coast of BIJKA ISLA.~D. 

110<!1\IOl bocbus, aive and torpedo -ra started explosions and tires 
at I'OftTON, nort.ll,..st BOUCA1HVILL3 ISLA.'l:J. Fires were ec.arted in the bivouac 
area at IVITURI IIISSIOil, central IDUGAIIiVIUE ISLAtiD. 

Torpedo boob era l!pra,yed cultivated areas with Die eel oU and boabod 
targets near TINPUTS, northeast 901lGAI1;iiLLE ISLNID . 

Airacobraa strafed a radar installation at CAPE LALAHAII, south BUKA 
ISLA!ID and targets of opportUllity in tbe vicinity, 

Liberatore bo.Wed LAKUNAI and RAFOPO, NE.'W BRITAIN. 

Barge hideouts at RABAliL, ~·1 BRITAIN, were bo.Wed by Light~s . 
T'IIO hi ta were ecored on repair ahede and fir ee started. 

TALILI, NEW BRITAIN, supplies were bo!lbed by IU.tcbello . 

Owl instellations on the KAVIEN::, N::'l' IRaAND, airtield were boobed 
b7 dive and torpedo l><D>ers. 

The follow:!.~ enoi!Q' baaes in the I!A.'!SIIALLS end C~UNE ISUNDS were bo 
ed b7 CinCPac aircraft on 25 liar: 

The waterfront area and the now airtield on PONAFE wae bombed by 8 
IU.tchallo between 9:15 a.m. a:>d 2:45 p. m. Antiaircraft tire damged one 
llitchell , 

I'IO'I'JE waa bo!lbed b7 38 Cor sairs and .) Vent.r ao between 6 a.m. and S p .m 
Adjacent ieleto were otrat'od and bombs tell on a beached ehip . One Cor oair 
failed to return and four othera were clamage<l by antiaircraft tire . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
llaADOuARTIU OF TKI CONlMJr'OU. Ul Onu 

X4~'Y DlrAitTW:D'T, WASIUJIIIG'IO!'(, D C. 

&lllrH AND Cllm'RAL F ..Cll'IC 

~ p.m. 26 ~ 1944. 

OUr~ tho nl.41't. o! 2)-:!4 II~, Catal.inaa bomM<I targot o near WIDITU 
lllSSIOll, oouthnot Blll::AIIo'VIUll ISUN>. Other Cotallnas and motor t.orpedo 
boats bcmbed .nd ot.ra!od lllK lllK ISLJ.ND, nortlwr .. t roucmvnu: ISL.I!ID, the 
ll)IIIS &iratrip 10d Ti!DP ISL;:;o, north ll)UCAINVIU.E ISLWD. Gun poaitiono 
near CAPE tii.IIORUDU ard installationo at IIEDINA PLANTATION, on tho east coast ot llEI'I IRELAND, wore also bombed b:r Cat alinao, 

1M follawil\8 e>J.oaions were completed by SoPac oircra!t. on 24 llo,:r: 

Dive and torpedo boJObero attackltd gun positions at IUBAISL, 16il IIUTAI!I, 
and scored a direct hit on one oe~plac..,ont. 'lllroo o! the plano a wore sllghU:r 
demaged by antiai rcraft !ire, 

Lightnings, Warhawka and llitchells bombe4 RABAIIL, !lEW BRITAIN. A number 
or f ires and explosions otarted . Two llit chelle auota.i.ned d.uage by antiaircra!t 
!ira. Coroaire et.ra!ed trucko waat ot 'IU!IA!(A!IAIJ, lSI BRITAIN. 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
f i.I!.-\DQIJMtn;li;S OP T IIZ COMMANOBI IS CIURF 

r.'AV'I D&PARTME.~T. WASJII~<:'fOS. b. C. 

SOOTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC 

9 a,m, 26 llay 1944. 

Three trucks v;ore destroyed lltld t wo dama&ed at VUliAKANAU, !IE'.7 IRIT.IlN, by 
Coraairs . One Cora&ir was shot down by ant iaircraft fir e. 

Fighter planos set on fire two barges and dana&ed another ott the south 
central coast ot NE\'1 IR.il.AND . 

During the night ot 23-24 !lay, motor torpedo boat a destroyed an unreported 
number or enemy barges carrying cargo and Japanese peraormel oft the nortb 
centr al coast or NBl'i IRaAND. Other Mtor torpedo boat s shell ed TAKI, south­
east llOUGAIIIVIll.E ISLAND. 

On 23 1/.ay, the submarine lERCH scored four torpedo hits on an unidenti!ied 
vessol. in tho vie inity ot SOOTH P<RliOSA. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADQUAATU.S Of' nil~ COMMA."fOCI IH Out' 

1'4"V'Y DI!PARTlt£1.41', WASJUNOTO~. D. C. 

9 a ,m, 26 May 1944. 

SOUTH AND C&lll'RAL PACIFIC 

Carrier-borM airer&tt ot Tuk Group S8 ,6, cCIII&I>Cie<l by Rear Admiral 
A. E. llcnti!OIC81'7 (ESS3X (CV), WASP (CV), BATAAN (CYL), SAN JJ.CTh'i'O (CYL), 
SAN DIDJO (CL AA), IWiO (CL AA), BOS'roN (C4), BALTIIIOCIE (CA), C/.l"IBSRIU (CA), 
28 <lutroyere and J destroyer oaeorta) attaekecl IORCUS ISLAND on 19 and 20 lla.T, 
and WAKE ISLAlll on 2) IL&;r, 

At ILARCUS, lS% o! tho buil<li.nss, incl\111~ a poasl.ble water diet.illation 
plant, were destroyed or damaged. An antiaircraft gun position and an Mllluni­
tion <lump were destroyed. A small armed freighter, 56 milee north ot lJARCUS, 
wu set on fire and lett oinking. A patrol veaaal, 375 mi.les north ot IIARCUS, 
wu attacked and lett linking. A ""'dium ene"'Y bcd>or, near our surface unite, 
wu ahot dolm. A twin-engine grounded enem,y plano wao strafed and <laaged. 
Two dive bo:r.bers and two !~ter planes !&iled to return. Two plloto and one 
• ........., are llio&ing, 

At WAXS, 20 1rod.ld1~o wore destroyed and 1.2 <lulage<l. :.. 8""P"'' wu sunk and 
4 to 6 barges <lamago<l . Four to 6 oarth-ccwerod ouppl;r dumps were hit, blt 
ruu.J.to were not obaorvod. A .fuel tank and an oboervation t""er wore destroyed, 
llo combat lo88ea wore auatained. Operational louos: one dive bomber, one n18Jl1 
tighter and one pilot . 

During tho night o! 22-23 ILay, Cat.alin&e strafed installations at CAPE 
PUT PUT, northeast NEll BRITAIN, and bombed IUJUX.A Bi!ACH, ILOBl.U and the I!IID 
RIVER llllUll!S, all on oout.hwost BOOCAllfVll.18 ISLAID. 

On 23 l!a;r, SoPae airer&tt eoc.plet.ed tho following lliooions: 

Roeormaiasanco planeo <leotro1'8d a nu:obor ot huto on the wet c:oaat o! BUI(A 

ISLJ.VD. 

A. poosibl;r eervieoablo noat plane in BUKA PASSAGE wu possibly dutroyed b; 
Airaoobraa and 'lfarhawko, 

Airaeobru and Vlarhawko sank a barge 1n TONOLEI HARooa, BOUOAIIIVIILE ISLAND. 
and destroyed a bridge cwor tho ILIBO RIVER, southweot BOOOAI NVILLE ISL.IJ.Il. 

ILit.ehella, Airaeobraa, Ligb~e and Tiarhawke att.aekod gun positions at 
!UBAI.JL, and &lao etruek •~ LAJlJNAI, NSf B1UT.UN. Antiairer&tt tiro duagecl 
tour ILitehella. 

~. Nrn BUTAIN, gun installatioaa wore attaekod b;r dive bad>ero, torp• 
and DldiUCl bombera. Anti&ircr&tt !ire dal&gecl !1 vo planes, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
JIIADOUARTP.IJ Of THI O»IWANDU 11'4 ClllltP 

NAVY DlrAR'TW&to'T, WAJJU foiCTO,.. , 0 C. 

SOllrH AND CUITRAL PACIPIC 

9 a . m. 25 W~ 1944. 

.w.&rl.m 160 milea nort.h o! IIUSSAIJ ISL.~ID. On Uw ••• da,r, an .. c:ort veoaol 
att&c:ked and poaaibl3 at.nk a a>r!aeed aul:aarine l80 ..Uea north ot IIUSSAU ISLAII>. 
Another surfaced wb&arina waa attacl<ed b:r dootro)'Wr escort. vessels about. 155 
lllilea nort.b or I!USSAIJ ISLAND. ( 

On 23 l!a,r, ., IW'oported n\Dber o! our doetro:r-ra poaoil>l3 aanlc .n _.., 

The wbmarl.ne BASHA71 returned from patrol of tho PALAII ISLAND Area, attor 
oinking one t r..,.ler ( 60 tonal and damaging one freighter and t.hreo trawlers (4,430 
tons) . 

The wbme.ri.ne lliRRPISI! s ank a medium tanker in the U!PIRE .-atera on 23 l:~.y. 

'!he sub,;arine SU'l'!! unk a oacpan in t.he BJ!IlliS Area. 
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I 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HEADOUAJtTt:lt5 OF TUt C0~1MA~D£11: 1:-f Clluttt 
NAVY DRPARTMI .... 'T. WASHI~CTON. 0 . C, 

s:JUTH AND CEm'RAL PACIFIC 

9 a. m. 25 Yo.r 1944 

Durin8 tho night o! 21-22 llo.Y, Catalina& bombed targets on TEX)p ISLAND, 
nortbeaat coast OOUGAINVILlE ISLA!<D, AIT.!RA I!ISSIOI/1 south coaat OOUCAOOD..LE 
ISIAIID, BALLALB and I'OI'ORANC ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area, ~!itchella st o.rted fires 
in RABAUL airdrome i natallations, 

()! 22 lo!ay, t he following miosions were co"'J)leted b]' SoPac aircraft: 

Reconnaissance planes attacked KESSA PLANTATION, nort hweot OOUGAI1~ILLE 
ISLAND, and installations at SKOTOLAN I!ISSION, oouthwest coaot BIJKA ISLAND. 

Fighters and t orpedo bombers attacked a OONI S oupply area,north OOUCAI N­
VILlE ISlAND, and bridgea at KIETA PLAIITATION, BOOCADIVILlE ISLAN D. 

Installations at TALILI, NF!il BRITAIN, were attacked by dive and t orpedo 
bombers. A number of fires s tarted, Antiaircraft fire damaged one to.-pedo 
boa.ber. 

Targets along t he coas t of RABAUL, NEI~ IRITAIN, were attacked by Lig htnings, 
Airacobras and Vlarhawks. 

llitchells started fires and destroyed buildings on 1!101<0 ISLAND, DUKE OF 
YOlK GROUP. 

Eniii\Y equipment and barges in the RAllAUL Area wer e at tacked by Corsairs. 

Dive, torpedo bombers and fight ers attacked targets on lll!W II!EI.AND 1 deotro;­
ed the r adar inotallation on DrAUL ISLAND, four bridges and three barges in the 
vicinity, Ant iaircraft f ire shot down one t orpedo bomber and two fighter s . One 
fighter pUot and the torpedo bomb• r crew wore rescued. 

A reconnaioaance plane bombed KOIWI ISLAND and doatroyed two enemy bargea . 

During the night o! 22-2J llay, motor tor pedo boats shelled LUNGATAN PLANI'A­
TION, ooutlteaat N!!l>V HANOVER. 

On 23 llay, a reconnaissance plano bombad FULU\7AT I SLAND. Hits were scored 
on the radio and weather station installations. 

At 10:12 a.m. 2J 114y, ooven llitchella bombed I'ONAPE , A n\Dber o! f i res 
start·od . Antiaircraft fire .,countered was meager and inaccurate . Lat er, at 
3:45 p . m. , 1'1va Liberat oro, on a photo reconnaissance ruiaoion, dropped bombs 
on the I'ONAPE airfields, lledium and inaccurate antiaircraft ! ire was encountered. 
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\ 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

IICADOUARTI.Itl 0' T H8 CO~IMANOIUit I~ CIIUU' 
NAvY DI.PUT)JL't'r. WAIUUtGTO!rol. 0 C. 

saJTH AND CMRAL PACIFIC 

9 .... 21. l!ov 1944 

ROTA ISU'ID , I!A.UANAS, wao photogroptle<l and booobe<l on 22 ltq b;r tour photo planoa an! nint .. ODrtil\& Ura7 U.beratora. No OOOI:IJ aircraft .... re oncounter­e<l. 

The 101bn>arinoo PICUDA, PETO and PERCH oonk a pa.,enger !roiljtter on 21 llq, east or FaULOSA. 

'!'he .,_,.11\$ SA.Tr'IS!! aanl< & Mdiu:> trol.ghter on 22 11-.y in tho E!!PIRE nt.ora . 

The oubcoarine POLLACK oank ono dootro,.,r ond danagod a froiljtt or on 22 II~ in th6 B>NINS Area. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HBA.DOIJAR1'lRS Of>' T"HE CO.t.I).IAN"[)gJt IN CHII!P 

NAVY DEI'ARTMBNT. WASIU~GTOX. D, C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC 

9 a.m. 24 ILay 191.4. 

During the ni8)lt of 20-21 l!a,y, ni8)lt !lying Catalina• bOI!bed KIETA and 
targets in BUKA PASSAGE. llitchella bOI!bed RABAUL, NE:7 BRITAIN; VUNAPOPE , HFJ.J 
BRITAIN; and KAvmiO, NEll l.RU.AND . 

• On 21 llay, the following miasions were completed by SoPac aircraft: 

VUNAKANAU, NE\1 BRITAIN, airdro""' in.stallations were attacked by medium 
bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers and !i~ters. Antiaircraft fire obot 
down one torpedo bomber. 

Target& at RALUAIIA POim', NEll BRITA!: N, were strafed by Airacobras. 

TOBERA airdrome inotallations "ere attacked by dive and torpedo bon;hers . 
Antiaircraft fira shot down one dive bomber and damaged f ive. The crow of 
the downed plane was rescued. 

The LAJ<UNAI runwa,v, NEll BRITAIN, was bombed by llitchal la ard Ll.&h tninge. 

Corsairs attacked the RABAUL Area with unreported resul ts. Two Corsairs 
svstained dllllage by antiaircraft f ire. 

Corsair• and torpedo bombers set fire to buildings at KAVID'lO, NE.1 IRZLAID, 
dllllaged t ..., barges and strafed tbe radar installations on DYADI. ISLAND. 

Bridges near RIOU, control east coast 00\JOAINVILLE ISLAND, and SHI SHICATERO, 
southwest 00\JOADIVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by Lightnings md Airacobras. 

A reconnai ssance patrol, operating north of the TCROKIN.A perimeter, on 
lOUOA!NVILIE ISlAND, counted l:I:J-?0 dead Japanese . It was estimated that 500 
more were killed and buried. A considerable amount of enea~y anmunition was 
destroyed. 

During tho night of 21~2.2 !.lay, motor torpedo beats obelled an area near 
LAKE LAHALA, .oouthoast lll\JOAINVILLE ISLAND. 

l'iOTJE Atoll was huvUy bombed by Army, Navy end lolarine aircraft between 
6:24 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 22 l!ay. Antiaircraft fire encountered was reported 
meager and inaccurate, but ten planes euotained minor domage and tm of the 
peraonne1 alight injuries. 

On 22 llay, 16 Coraaira bombed IIILLE radio installationa. No antiaircraft 
fire was encountered. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADouA.rrl:n OP TIUC CO~a IH OUF_Jt 

~VY' DEP.uT)tD'T. WASHISC1'1'»J, D C 

SOill'H AND CENTRAL P M:IPIC 

9 a .o. 2) ~~~ 1944. 

On 2l Kay, the toll~ Adaaiona wore ncorn against- baeea in the 
IIARSIIAU. IDd C.A!!OLINS ISLAWS: 

Between 4 a,m, and. 5:JO a.m., TAROA was boai>od b:r 7 Venturaa. The previous 

night.> TARO A waa bocd>ed b:r 4 Catalinao, 

At 6 a.m., JO Corsair a aod 4 Vert.ura. boabod r.'OTJE. Antiaircratt positions 

on MlTJ! and. islets near tho ialltl4 were atrated. Antiaircratt tire wae meager 

and inaccurate . 'i\'O'I'JR was h&raeeed b:r ) Coronado a the p reced.irg n.taht . 

I!.U.OELAP wae boalbed by l3 Hellcats in ) fli8hte tro<n 7 :45 a.m. to 2:40 p .m. 

Bcabe tell a:.ong inetollations on an iol&nd northwest of TAROA. .No antiaircratt 

fire waa ancountered , 

I'ONAPE waa bombed b;r 6 l.!itchelle at 12:10 p .m. and again at 2:)5 p , g , No 

antia1rcratt tire was encourt.ered, 
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UNITED STATES F LEE T 
HIADQtJ:AJtT£1$ Ot' nut Co:MNAHDI.l IN CHliP 

4 p .CL. 22 lo!ay 1944. 

sotn'H MID CiiliTRAL P ACIFlC 

During t.be nigh~ ot 19-3:> lla;y, Ca~alinu mel CLOt.or torpedo boata 
atrated tbo area .. ar tho IIOUtb ot tho lllBO RIV!!R, ci!Qtral west coaat 
BaKIWIVll.Li! ISI.Al() • 

On the oo:1e n1al>t, Uitchalls started large tires at LAKIJIIAI, IIE71 
BRIT Alii, 

On 20 llay, SoPac llircra!t !low tho ! ollowine missions ovor t-IE\'/ BRITAlN, 
~ IRELAND and BOUGAINVliJ.E ISLAND: 

Corsairs destroyed 5 barges and d""aged 4 near t ho WKE OF xti!K ISL/JIDS. 
One Corsair !ailed to ret11m and another suat&illed dacsgo frol!l antillircratt 
t iro, 

&oall one017 cratt nortto<oat o! RABAt!., li&l IR:.l.AIID, were otrated b)' 
Ventura.s and Core&ira with WU'<Oportod results. 

The 'l'OBZRA, II&V BRITAIN, l'IIJlWa;y waa bombed by IJ.berat.ors , l>.lt results 
wer·e not reported. 

Diva bombora, torpedo bombers and fighters attacked bridges and othe r 
targets near KAVIENG, NE\'1 IRELAND. The r edar on DYJiJL ISLAI.'D wao destroyed. 
One Corsair waa forced down near KAVENG, b.lt the crow was r ecovered. 

~~ e.nti&ircratt positions a><1 other targeta 1n the IUTOl iN BAY Area, 
nortbweat a>UCAINVII.LE ISL.tiD, were ba>bed bl' Al.raeobra.s. 

Alracobras aenlc one and d...aged one barge at TAI!L!NA, nartb,..at coast o! 
BaKIADiVIll.!l ISLAND, Six other ODfiDJ' barsee wre atr&!ed in TINl'UTS HA1U~R, 
nortbweat co&at ot BQKIAliiVII.U ISLAND. 

Torpedo bombers boal>ed KIETA, OOLUAII/VliJ.E ISL.AIID and damaged a barge 
near CRABAI, northwoat co ... t BOLUAIINilJ.E ISLRID. 

llediua bombers, dl.vo bombers, torpedo bombers and t1ghtora attacked an 
""'""" atorea and bivouac area beh'llen IIUGUAI, oouth coast BOUGAHNIIJ.i ISLAND 
and Bml!IS IE AS!, eouth in~ or BOLUAlli'VILU! ISLAND . Two g\ID OC\j)l&comonts 
were probabll' d .. ~ro~d .,d a direct bit was acored on a baa.,. g\ID bettor,.. 
TIID IIIOdiUIIl booobera auat&illed dcage fraa antiaircraft fire. One !ial>ter "" 
forced do..,, b.lt the pilot waa roconrod. 

On 20 llq, an unnportod J:llllllber o! ou.r aur!ace units bocbardod tara•~• 
in the S!IORTL.AIID ISL.tro Area. 

The oubma.rioe STIIRGEOII recovered .3 aviator a dO'IOl otr UARCUS ISLAND. 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
H&ADOY:ARTI::RS OV THB C0!4MANDE.:Jt IN CH!f.f' 

'HAVY DBrAIITt.UtNT, WA.JJUI'fCTO!f, D, C, 

SltlfH RID Cl:ll'I'IUL PACI FIC 

9 a,m, 22 ~ay 1944. 

On 20 llq, the tollorlng miasio.ns were flown &gaiMt enemy bases in 
the ILI!I.SHALLS and CAll> LINE ISLANDS 1 

WOTJE was b<mbed by 4 1/avy Vo.nturas at 5:30 a .m. and later at 2 : 45 
p .:n. by 24 Cors airs Uld one Ventura. Bombs tell on tbe radio station 
instal.l.ationa , lleager antiaircraft fire damaged one fil?ttter. 

Fivo Catalinu harasaed TAROA durin.!! the Jli8ht of 19-20 May, and live 
V'enturaa bccnbed TAROA durJ.rtt tbe early mornin.!! . Later, six Navy Hallcata 
trice attacked TMIIJA, at 2:45p.m. and at 4:15 . Boatba fell on tbe storage 
area and coastal batteries, 

Six Dauntless baraased IIIU.E throughout the night and early morning 
of 19-20 llay. Later, six Corsair• att acked JLILLE trice at 6:40 a.m. and 
at 4:00 p, m, Lil?ttt machine gun f ire dMaged one Cor sair, 

JALUIT waa attacked at 9:43 a.m. by 2 Venturas and again at 2 :40 p.D. 
by seven Daunt. less and four Helle ats , 

At 7:25 a,m,, 9 llitchelle dropped bombs on tbe new airfield at PONAPE. 
~sager and inaccurat o antiaircraft tire was encountered. 

Twelve IUtchalla bombed the power plant and phosphate plant area on 
IIAURU I SLAND at 9 a , m, A number or explosions and .fires started. Intenae 
and accurate antiaircraft fire slightly d"""'8ed four of the b<mbera. 

On 21 l.!q, the awd.llary oUer NECHES (IIJ47) apparently s truck a low 
action mine 620 mUes wost southwest of S.l! PEDRO, CALIFORI>IIA. Tho vessel 
suat ained damsge, bo.lt i a able to proceed at 14 knots. 

On the afternoon of 21 llq, an explosion occurred aboard an LST handling 
"""'unition, nested in 'liEST lOCK, PEARL HAI!Ba!. The explosion, !ollowed by tiro 
caueed tno total loss of six or 1110re combat loaded LST' a, Three of the loot 
LST•e had lCT'a aboard ond t>O> had pontoon cau ... ways and all had LV'T'o aboard . 
Although the number or casualtiea io not determined, it 1a believed to be 
conaiderable . With fires and exp1osiona continuil>B, othe r ehipo in tho vicin11 
have cleared the area. 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
H!ADQUART!U ot· TIIB COMMAXUER I~ CHIRP 

SAVY OE.PARTMB..'lT, WASHIS(.TO~. V. C. 

SOUTH AND CEN1RAL PACIFIC 

9 a.m. 22 !lay 1944, 

On 19 llay, SoPac aircraft tlow the following missions 1n the !IElli !RlTAIN, 
NE:II IREL~iD an:! OOOOAINVIUE ISLA!ID area.o: 

An airfield noar RABAIJL was attacked by .llitchells . A nu:nber of fires 
started. 

Torpedo and d1 vo bolcbero attacked supply dumps near TALILI, !ell OOTAL~, 
and bombed antiaircraft positions nearby, Antiaircraft fire damaged one dive 
bomber. 

IIAJ<AIE ISLAND, DUKE 0? YORK ISLAND Area, was at tacked 1:!Y Lishtnillgs, A1ra­
cobr as and \'/arbawks, The east coast of DUKE 0!' YORK ISLJJID was also at tacked 
and a number of explooions otarted. 

The north coast of the GAZE:LLE PENI!lSULA, KEi'l !RELJIIID, was swept by 
Corsair• and a barge damaged. En~ antiaircraft fire injured one pilot , 

Corsairs destroyed a fioat plane on the wat er near BAI<GA'!Oill I SLAND, 
southeast t<E:'I HANOVER. 

Twenty-four A1racobrao attacked the personnel area between OONIS end 
TSIROGEI, northwost cout of OOUGAI!NILLE ISLJillD and destroyed a barge near 
CHABAI .. 

Fighter bombero bombed KIETA, lo!ONOITU, POR'l'Ell PLANTATIOII and oprayed 
a cultivated area near RIGU PLANTATION with Diesel oil , Antiaircraft fire 
danaged 1 tor pedo bomber , 

Liberat ors attacked NANDI ISLAND, CAROLINE ISLANDS Group. A 250-foot 
!reishter and 3 sall boato were sunk. One of tour unsuccooo!Ully attack­
ing e.-y fi/!llter pLanes was shot down. Alltiaircreft danaged one Liberator 
and injured a crew member. On t he a.tternoon of the sane day, a Cata.lina, 
attacking the oame area, """ intercepted by three en.,.y !igbte.rs. One o! the 
..,....,. planes was damaged. 

Durill! the nieilt or 19- 20 l!ay, motor torpedo boata silenced enemy shor e 
!ire near the IIEOINA PLANTATION, on t he northeaot coast of NEll lllELANO. An 
en11011 float pLane bombed a nuaher of our tor pedo boat s oft the ooutb central 
coast of llll:.'l IRELAND. We suffered one casualty. 
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/ 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQO:Ait'T'IU 0 ' Ttll C0MMANOBK 1~ CUI., 

NAvY Dlf'!\RTJAI:NT, WAJIII~'GTON, I) C. 

s:l!!TK NID CENTRAL PACIFIC 

9 a.m. 21. !.!ay 1944. 

TMo Vanturu bombed t.he wracks area at l.!IllL at 8 :50 a.m. lleager mi­
aircratt t1re waa 021eount.ared, 

lllLLI wu attacl<ed by aix Coraaira and one Ventura at 10:50 a.c. Kits 
.. ,.. scored on the radio etation and barracks aroa. 

Ten Da..ntless and eiVIt Hellcats bombed the runwe,y and power station on 
TAR0 4 at 7:)0 a . m. TM0 dive bombers 1\lStained minor d ... ago trom J.iabt anti­
aircraft tire , 

TMo NaV7 Venturas bombed ENYB>R, JAWR and t.he S:iDNE! PIER 1n t.he JALUIT 
Atoll at ll:20 a,m, 

Saven Dauntless and t.hree llallcato bod>ed JALUIT radio installation.. at 
12:40 p.m. lloderate antiaircraft tire alight!¥ d""a&ed one Deuntleao. 

S.tween 8:~ a.m. and 1 p .m., TAROJ. was attacked ~ 2) liitchelh. Bo!!i>a 
f ell on antiaircratt inatallationo and tho ohelter area. 

Twelve more Corsairs attacked ~JC'I'JE at 1:35 p.m. Bombs toll on t.he run­
we,y. ltoderate nak was enco..ntorod, 

At 1:50 a.m., 3 Venturao bolllbed Mtiaircratt 1natallat1ona on ltllLR. llodsra 
entiaircratt fire was enco..ntered, 

TAROA wu attacked b)' 10 Dauntlua eod 8 Hellcats at 2:!1) p.m. Bo!li>s tell 
on the runwq and cagarlne area. llaoger antiaircraft tire wae encountered , 

Tbr" Vonturas baraued WOI'JI! dur1f18 the night. 

On 19 lle,y, one of our deetroyera attacked am probably dutro~ a sub­
mari.M nort.heaat of 00\X;AII.VII.U: ISLAND. 

A raoonnaiasBDce plena, on the attemooo of 19 lle,y, attacked one! danagod 
an en•y traigjltor 1n the NOI!OI ISLAND LAOOON, OA!\OLM ISLAND Group. Our 
plene wae attacked by !our tiahtero and of these shot down one, The searcher 
returned duaged with one or the poraoonel wounded. 

The eulmarine SE:A IJIAOON, on 17 ILq, aank wit.h guntire an ll'IOed trawler 
oort.heut ot t.he lll!UH ISLMIDS. 

- 1049 -

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIA.DOUAITIUCS OP lli£ COWNAJfOO:. ltf CHIIU' 

NAVY DIU'ARTM~'T. WA.IHIJIICTON 0 C. 

SO!Jnl AND CE!n'!UL PACIFIC 

9 a.m. 21 lla,y 1944. 

Six Corsairs attaclaod IIOTJE inatallaUOM bet..,.en 6 a .... end SolS a .... on 
l8 llq. llnUO" conatr\lcUon "l\\ipae~ and persoMel were atr&!e<l. Later, at 
8:45 a .... , 6 Corsair• and one Ventura qain attacked IIOTJE. 

At 12:03 P••· l8 llq, 2 squadrons o! Ubuatora -ed WIJiE ISLAN>. Tho 
target areas we" well covered. Keavy, .i.m.ense .-lCS accur&t·e antialrcratt 
tiro brought d<Mn l Liberator and sli&htly dl'llqed 2 others. 

At l:Ol p.m. 18 llq, 5 W.tcbella bombed the PONAPB now air strip. llo anti­
airor&!t fire waa onooWltered. 

On 18 lla,y: 

Inatallatione aloq tho nortboaat coaat of I::M IJI:d.All!) wore attacked by 
dive and torpedo boabera. 

Coraairo aank t'IIO bargee near IIIOr.O ISLA.~O, south CUKE CE YORK I SLANDS, 
and destroyed mother near JACQUINOT POlllf, OUIG! OF YO!!X ISLRJ>S. 

KAHILI and IIAG\IIA, south BOUGAINVIU.:S ISLAND, were attacked by !18hter 
bolllbers. 

Two enemy bargoo along the northwest coast at BOUGAINVILIB ISLAND woro 
dcogod b:y .l.iracobras. 

Torpedo bo10bora aprqed cuHivated areas with Oiasol oU and doatro,..d 
build1nga near RIG\1 IIISSIOt:, central east coast BOroU!oVILIE ISLA!ID. 

During the nisht ot 1.8-19 llq, lOOtor torpedo boats sank a barge loeded 
with on•T personnel ott the out cout o! 1\E",T IllZLANI>. 

0n 19 l.!a,y, tho following miaoiona wore fiown qainat etiOII<j' bases in th& 
II.IJISI!ALLS : 

S1.x Coraaira bodlod tho l.!lLI.B radio station area at dawn. Ho anUairora!t 
tire was encountered. 

Pour Vonturaa, at 5:30 a.m., ballbod IIOTJE. Ugtlt and oediut11 ontiaircratt 
tire wa.s encountered.. 

Two~T-tour Coroairt, at 7::YJ a .... , booabad I\'OI'J i!. Thoao planoo aoored aany 
direct bita oo aqa&inta and tho radio atati oo. lloderate antiaircraft !ire waa 
oncoWJt.ored. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
tiiADQIUA.l'T!H 01' Til& COlcNA."'DIR IN Qlll P 

I(A.VY DEI'AJrniEfitT, WA.IHL~. D C 

SOOTH AIID C~TR.U, PACIFIC 

4 P•"'• 19 llq 1944 . 

During the ni&tlt of 1?-18 llq, motor torpe<lo boats sank an tnllliJ' 
bar&• in NAXUIJUKUDU BA!, and d•os~ another otr BlRU POINI', aouthwest 
cout ot l3lf I!Ul.AI:D. TAn, on tho northeast cout or OO!liAII;'IILlJ! ISLAIID, 
wao etlel1ed b;r oootor torpedo boats. 

On 1? lle;y: 

Dive tx.tbers athcked the bivouac area at HANANAII IIISSION and CAPE 
PU1'!'UroN, on the oaat coast BUK4 ISLAI:D . 

Pigllter bcabera start~ tires at 1..'\JGUAI, aouth interior I!OOOIDVILLB 
ISLA.\'D, atratad a boat containin& aoverel JAPA.'IESX near PO!!TOLJ. ISLAND and 
deatro:y~ a bridge at NUllA NUllA, OOUCAINVILIE ISUND. 

Fighter bombers destroyed an ene:n:y barge at BAIIIU, northeast coast 
IDUCAIINIUS ISLAND, opr~d a cultivated area at KIETA with Diasel oU 
ond bombed installations at CIUBAI, northwest coaat 80UGAIIIVIU.E ISLA.'ID. 

The \1\nlAKAN.W """'"" and gun pooiticna were attacked by fi8hters and 
dive bomber s . Hoav;y antiaircraft tire brought down ono dive bod>er. 

Targets at CAPE ST. CI:X>ROE, south !Gil IRELAIID, were stretod b;r 
LigtltniJ1&s. Antiaircraft fire badly domoaed two Li&htnings. 

The LAKUNAI, 1m BRITAIN, runwq and guo petitions were attacked b,y 
dive and torpedo bo&bara. One dive boclber wu abot down b:r antiaircraft tin. 

TOBEIU, IIl!i¥ I!RITAIN, and RAPOPO, NE!! BRITAIN, wore attacked b:r llitctlells 
and llarauders. 

Enoq equipant and installations in the RABAIIL Area and A.OL!!R BAY, 
1m\" I!RITAIN, wore atrat~ b:r fighter planes. 

The KAvm;o, NSTI IRELAI:D, runwo,:r and guo poeitions were at tacked by divt 
bombtu. 

On lB llq, a reconnsiesance plane deatro)"'d 6 tloat planea, cllJlla&ed 3 
more and eet fir e t o tllol atoree on LAI!O'JREK ISLAND, CAROLINE ISL/JlOS. Our 
plano waa danagod b,y Mtiaircratt tire. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HHADQUARTBRS OF TJte COMMANDeR JN CHI&!-' 

NAVY DEJ'ARTMENT. WASUINGTON. D. C. 

SOUTH All'll CENTRAL PACIFI C (Cont' d . ) 

9 a.m. 19 ijay 1944. 

At 10:.30 a.m. 17 May, 12 W.tchella boabed NAURU installations . Bombs were 
dropped on the dispersal area, power station, antiaircraft positions and ea.st of 
the phosphate plant. A large explosion and fire was started. Intense antiair­
craft fire with varied accuracy was encountered. 

Twenty-three Liberators bombed ·.'lAKE I SLAND a t 10:;30 a.m. 17 l.!ay. Smoke 
visible for 25 miles was observed. VIILKES ISLAIID and PEACCCK POINT were heavily 
hit. Two bombers were dnmaged by heavy, moderate and accurate antiaircraft fire, 

At 11:13 a.m. 17 May, PONAPE was bombed by nine Mitchells . Bombs were 
dropped on both airfields, the to .. -n and dock installations. Tbh area was bombed 
on the same day by five photo Liberators, Mich scored hits on installations at the 
seaplane base. 

1\0TJE was bombed at 12:20 p.m. 17 May by 24 Corsairs, and one Ventura. Hits 
were scored on the runway and radio station. r.., f i ghters and t he Ventura sustained 
minor damage fran intense and accurate antiaircraft fire . 

The submarine SPEARFISH sank one large and one medium f reigtlter about 300 
miles northeast of CHICI:IIJII.!A. 

The submarine LANCE sank five enemy ships, totaling 29, 000 tons, off SAIPAN. 

The submarine POGY sank a Japanese su bamrine of! HONSHU, dsmaged and 
probably sank two medium vessels about 180 miles south of TOKYO . 

The submarine STEELI:!EAD sank a trawler by gunfire in the Japanese EMPm E 
waters . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTERS OF' TH£ C0MMANO£k IN CEII£P 

NAVY O£PARTME.~T. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SOUTH AND ~clNTRAL PACIFIC {Cont'd. ) 

9 a. m. 19 M~ 1944 • 

During the night of 15-16 li~ KIETA on BOOGAINVIU.E ISLAND, RANT.AN ISLANDS, 
and gun podtione at the mouth of the liiOO RIVER, BOLC AIIIVII.IE ISLAND, were 
bombed by night ny1ng catalinaa. 

On 16 J.!~: 

Reconnaissance planes bold> ed target a between the MillO RIVER and SHISHIGATERO 
PLANTATION, OOUGAINVILLE ISLAND . 

Dive bomber s bombed TABJT, northeast coast of BOUGAINVII.IE ISLAND and OONIS, 
north BOOOAINVILLE ISLAND . One pl ane was damaged by antiaircraft fire. 

Fighter banbers struck at KIETA, BaJGADlVIU.E ISLAND. 

Dive and torpedo bombers Md Airacobras started fires along the runway and 
among revetments at TOBER A, Niiio~ BRITAIN. 

VUNAKAIIAU and RATAVAL, NEIV !RITAIN, were attacked by !igllter bombers. 

Fighter planes sank two barges in MIOKO HAROOR, NEW BRITAIN, and set tv.:> 
others on fire near Ji\Ci3JINOT POINT, DUKE OF YORK ISLAND. 

A saw mill installation at JCmAVAl', NE\'1 BRITAIN, was bcmbed by fighters. 

J.!ILIE was bombed at 9:40 a.m. 16 llay, by 3 Ventures and again by one Ventura 
at 2:30 p .m. No antiaircraft fire v;as encountered. 

Between 6:50p.m. 16 l.!ay and 5:45 a. m. 17 Yay, 8 Nayy Hellcata, 7 Ventures 
and 5 Catalinaa bombed installations on TAROA. l.!eager antiaircraft fire was 
encountered. 

On 16 Yay, 4 Ventures dropped bombs on f,'OTJE, storage tanks and shelter 
installations. Antiaircraft fire was light and meager. 

Duri.ll6 the night of 16-17 lol~, motor torpedo boats strafed ene~ positions 
near the mouth of the l!I1lO RIVER, southweet coast of BOUGAINVI!l.E ISLAND. t.(otor 
torpedo boats, patrolling the southwest coaat of W:.'l IJ!ZLAND, sank a number of 
enauy barges in NAKUDUKUru BAr, and silenced machine gun positions on the ehore 
line. Two unidentified planee unsuccessfully attacked these boats. Other motor 
torpedo boats, eooperatiJl! with Gatalinas, exchanged fire with enemy gun positions 
at the IIEDINA PLANTATION, northeast NE\'1 IRELAND. On 17 Yay, one of our destroyers 
attacked &ll:l possibl;r sank a eubmarine lJO .oo.iles northeast of BUKA ISLAND. 
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CONI:te:H n&.a UN I TED STATES P LEET 
Ht.\DQUA.a'TDI OP Ta COMMAHtlU ll'f 04l1F 

·~ TC~ir 
...., . 

HAVY Da'ARTN&Jf'f. WASHINC'Tmf. 0 C 

..,;~.~ 
On 16 Coy, ll r oeoMaissnme ~l'llle hoube<l ·~~ ecored hits on a 5,000 ton l're1;::ht­

•r nr<J a 10, <.00 ton t.anke r in T.WY. HAR.OOR . Both ve .. elo r"'bably s•.nk , 

A r t'<>nna1.,e.nco plane Clr<>ppeu !>l'lnh• nn U1~ l'l/Llf !Ai' airs trip, r adio •uUon, 
l'nd on t.h~ hous1n,. nrea . t:od--rct(j 4nd accu rat." ant..~ :.ircratt rir'! d-racecl f.he pl '!rle 
on<! u unded both pilots , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lfiADOUAaTEU OP TH& COMWA.NDltt IW Clll~f 

NAVY DIPAR"J"MB!Io'T, WAJJilNGT0}r4, 0 . C. 

s:lUTI! .\.'Ill c::1:n~ P.'CII'IC (Cont ' d , ) 

9 a. m. 18 l!o~ l91.h . 

en 1!. l!ey at 9::>o a . o ., 2 Vent.ur"• ot PL:~":' ~ ""IIC 7. .il')ppod bc<r.bs on 
the northern end o/ 00!\J ISL~V:i> ~ci J.U.Ul'! end i ~;!rt;K IS~:::>s . ~.-o 

rla .. u were ~:dn bollbed by 2 Ventur38 at 2:50 p . 10, /:o dn<.:;e wu observ.-d 
in eit-her OiG~t . The ant1aircr3.!t tire '"" Uaht to ooderate. 

i'ota" llavy HellcAts Md 7 dive bomber • ot th" 4'nl l!:.'lro AIR -'Iif.l hit 
JALUil' nt 3:30p.m. on 16 l!o.v . The tuel tat'.Yo •t !lYD::::y P:r::R wer e struck, 
Tho ontiairerott tira was r.l048er. 

1:1!.1..£ was haraooed b;r tr.o J.:ariJ>e :J<wntleso <1\ve bocbero on 16 :!a.y •t 
5:}:) . .... and oaeJ.n at 10:20 :>·"· They deliverocl 43 25- pound depth <hare ... 
There ,. •• no ontidrcraft. fire in spite of the fllot th>t one seL!'ehliaht 
wa.s operative . 

On 16 !!B,Y nt 11:40 a . : ., 5 l!ellc"u ""d 7 O~·.uttlu• dive bo:::bero •~ruck 
lo!ll.L:., 5ecur1 ~ several hite on the operation:>l. l"lnW&y , There ·ns no 0 o.k , 

Durine the nizht of 16 l:ey, 4 Navy V•ntuus dropped all their bor.'be on 
\!OTJE, but t he roeulta 11ere unobserved. '!he antiaircr<lft fire ~•• fro.11 11(;ht 
t.o meaeer . 

At 5: 50 a.m. 16 !.!ey, 8 Corsairs str3.!od ./OTJll, hittina several SMll 
boats . 

TA."SJA ,.., bor.!bed on 16 !ley nt 9 :30 a. m. b7 a c""'.bina~ion o! lJ l!~ne dive 
bo!lhra and 6 llovy tisht.•ra. Incendiaries act. on ti,.., native w ildinsa reoort.ed-
17 houai~ en...,.. auppli... '!be rumoq~ were t'urther duaged. Antiaircraft 
tire was ood.erat.e, daaaeins., in a tdnor ·~, on~ Omnt.lee.s . 

On l6 I!~ !roes ruek to dawn, J Coronodoo at.ruck .'OT.'S , It ia l"dporte<l 
?(1!. ot the bol"bo tell in the barr <>ek• and tw ar e(l., 11here a small tiro WQI 

started, Tho meaaer antiai.-craft fire was inaccu rate . 
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WINCH: UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HIA.DQUAJITURS OF TH& COt.fMAND!.R IN Ctn&t' 

t'AVY DBPART M!}It', WASiii~'GTOI'i. D. C. 

4 p, o . 17 J.!~ 194!, . 

SOllrr! !..~D CE!IT?.AL PACIFIC (Cont ' d , ) 

During t he nieht of 11.-15 l.!a.;·1 night pntr ol pl:lnea bombed the mouth 
ot l!IEO RIVi!l\1 CAPE t'RIENDS:-!! 1"1 south B'2LIGAIKVIllS1 and TSIROGZI 1 north 
llOUCAIIIVlLLZ. 

During t he night of 15-16 !.!ey1 oot or torpedo boats from 'l'!mASl~Y 
ISLM1l1 while pat rol ling the southeast coast of l!CUCAINVIW, r eceived 
minor hull damaae from shore batte rieo . 

On 15 J.:ey: 

Personnel and eun area s "t KA.'!IU wer o heavil.J' bo:nbed , 

Dau ntless dive t-ornbers, Avangers e.r¥1 ttitehells hit personnel in the 
SHOR'!l.AilD Area and elso caused fires and rl8J'13Se to buildings. 

Fi!:tl ter sweeps struck at ""thircraft po•itions at J.OROVO 1 SHORTJ. .\1:0 
ISL\I."DS, and bit instellations at KIZTA1 CH.<9AI ond ~;.p:; FR!::IJDSH!P. 

Dauntless dive bombers a.ttc.c:ked KAV~NO, ~rs-: Llt!.l.d.ND . 

Fighter .sweeps in the RAB.\IIL Area s t rafed 13 barees in KERi.'IIA 1!.\Y, 
and bo::lbed the U KUI!.U s trip. 

RABiJJL .:as also bombed by llitchells . 

The submarine l:Il;(X) 1 r eturning f rom a .,,. patrol in t he SOI.iTH CfilNA 
S::A1 reporto on 22 l.!arch she probably d<>~ll8lled three enemy t r eil#lters of 
a fiva-sh.1p escorted convoy. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HIADOUAITI!.I.S OJ TKB CoJ.:WANDJrlt IH Q utt, 

~AVY DII"AITtolrl\,.. WA.SliiSGTOS, D C. 

3:)!11'!! N".D CwTtli.L !'!.C!!'IC {Cont • d . ) 

9 a .~. 17 ~IY 1~4 . 

Tho oruc y ' a &U'dens llt ;.~A:.IA ?1.,\!.T:.Tl!l!l on tho oaat const or !IOVCAlNV!LLE 
were oprayod wHh Oios•l oil by <In flvonger. 

D:lllntlooa dive l:ombors and ~vensero r ecishrod hits on th~ runways end 
sun J:05it1ons .tt. VUU~;AU, RA::IAL1. . '!"wo t\von,eera ttor• severely danQL:ed by the 

ant.iaircra!'t C1r e, mile rour other plane• suffered all.(;ht d<r.IO<:• · 

;. Ci,:Mor boabor """'"P over ::ort.h phntation am !.lr •upply :;nd lArson..,) 
are.3 at vm;;:.;.:. lU st3rt.ed hrao n.r.a, po.ssibly in 1-h~ oil ~d &~"'une at.ora,se 
••etion because bla~k sooke arose to 10,000 re~t . 

At. T A!.~Aln.I BAY, .'/arhawko d•atroyod a 1,.-ge l:uildin11 and hit othor l not.illa­
t ions north or the 'YAR.:.l~U RIV.::R. 

!.:tll"&ud.r planes an1 D::untlou dive bombers hit th• run"ay ond <U'Itio1rcra£t 
positions et U.."lr:· . ..:r, R:.B:.Ul. 

( 
~ ) p .:o. l4 &:a.7 to J I'·"'· lS !.31, BW:: pstrole on the northea•~ TC:'.OY.I!;~ 

per l.!!:eter located "" eneoy hoopital cru r.hich contained 200 t.o 250 Jap l:odiu . 
This patrol aloo discovered anothe r hoopit~ ond )0 Jnp shelters, ln wh ich r.ere 
found mor• Jt~ bodies nm equipoont . 

I 
The subMArine TIUFISH, on a war pntrol in ~?lR<:. ,/f.Tf:.RS, r oporto d01Q4tine 

one ene"'_v frei~tor and a destroyer or approximct•ly 850 ton•. 
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UNITED STATES P LE ET 
HIADQUAITEU OP TH&: ~NANOU 11'1 01111' 

HAVY DU AITM£N1', WASJUNOTON. D. C. 

9 a. m. 17 l.!ay 19M .. 

SCUTI! IIIID CEt:'l!\.U. PACIFIC (Ccnt' d , ) 

Fl-o=> 7 :55 a . :::. 15 !.:A7 to 5:00 a, .,, 16 ::47, J.\!.UIT was subj•cted to tho 
ho<oviest coordinated concontr 01t1on of shore- baud cd r power ;re t !horn in the 
C::l'llU!. P;.ci?IC. A toh l of 2e4 separat·e ooM.1 .. n re n ... n, end 2JJ) tona of boob 
were dropped on the atoll !1'001 A!:Iil!SI: ISI.~:O in northeast PASS~ to South 
point by the 7TH ;.IR FOR~!: Liberator s , kr::l.7 !!l.tchdla, 4-:'"r. l!.IRI!B .u!! i!!:O 
Coreairs , ::l:lu.ntl .. a dive bc:m>era , Eav;o Hellcats and l!crin• Dauntles. cilve bori>ers. 
Bombing ~•• done froo 50 feet to 10 , 000 teet. The eno~ ' • anti cdrcr <o!t fir• 
wae measer, but machine 8'Jn J.'iro at defended points was moderate. tlinor d•J0148• 
was recei ved by one Liber~tor, 5 Dauntless dl vo bombers and 3 Cor sair s . It is 
eatimat ed that the at t ack waa 6o% effective , 

Cn 15 ~ at 12:26 p .m. , one Liberat or hit I'ILL:;, droppin<; bo!"ba n•ar the 
ru""ay . 

!'ro:o 7 :10 p .::a. to 11:05 p .c . on l5 L:~·. 4 :latntleoe dive boirbers ann<";ed 
L!Ill.Z. 'i'he Cla.\- ':f&S =eaaer 4!Mi i.,3.ccuro.t.f'. 

T.".0.CA waa bcnbed by 5 Ventur:u on 16 ::a;o frcm 1 :05 " ·" · to 1 : 45 01. 0 . There 
wao no ontio.ircr <o!t fire. 

r'rcm dusk to da1'm on 15 Uay, 5 Lo.ndcato of !"t.:::T AIR \1ll:C 2 hcro.aaed T:..'\OA, 
with aoall freemert t At1on bombs, 

. .'OTJ:: was etruck by 4 Ventura• nt 2:50 n. n . 16 !."-J' . Ther e "'"' no antiair­
cr<o!t f ire . 

Durin;; the nil!ht or ll.-15 !..:!,y, """'or torp.edo boats (1'0;0 :;;>.:=; ISU.:.:> were 
bacbed b7 ~ ene:.y p.a.t.rol pla..'\e ~ar C.ft?i: GA-JJ..:., h...::.l 5:'ATI:, !lrld one cr.,.. 
c;o:ober ,... injured , 

During th~ Slllllt n1!1lt, li'IOtor tor pedo bo~ts troa. ~IJJ IS:AJ D oh~llod a 
a-ul.l •c:hooner and .saver:U boltS near rn;cncn~ !Sl.A!.O, just Wt!!l!;'t of ~:;;.·: H,~ICV:.." . 

Durin;: the night or JJ- ll. !.lay, !"'trol pl ano• 
l'CIJ!IO PU:~ATIO~I, aout hwast coast of H~'l IR::J.IJ D. 
RAIITA!l ISl.I.NllS wer e o.l.oo hit , 

frCJl! So!'ac bombod SICACUI and 
Inot allation.s on Sl'L.I: IU and 

During lJ, ~, " patrol bor..bar fro"' SoPac batb.J thr ee barees aouth or 
e.'~'l't'll f'a and otrat'ed another o,. c.t l:!lAB.U , north OOt~.m-illli: , 

~acobru and Udlt.nines bclcl)ed 1\;.:.;o.ut ~ r ..:ss~ FLO:. "!!::I~:·, B.iKA, olao 
the supply ;.rea <;t TsmoG.:.I in the •ne vl cinity . 

DaunUeso din b~ers •truck .:tt tho bivou&c ar•as in TA.;ud'A, north 001-.AIJ:­
VJW: . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAaTas or TK£ COWM.At~DU IH CHtu 

NAVY DUA .. I'MDiT, WAIKif!IGTOtrf, D C 

9 a .Q. 16 ~.,. 1944. 

SCiml ~:0 C:!trrRAL PI.ClFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

1.~ l o27 p. o . on U lloy, S oddJ.tionol lliteh&llo hit tho old a~d now nlr­
etrip o.nd tho dock ar ea at P0!1fti'E . Tho Mtiaircr..rt flra "a• ..-eager. 

Before dawn on U 1:1>0', n ooarch plan& drOJ>ped four 1, 000- pound bol'\bs on a 
5, 000 ton freie~tter at Ti\IJY. . Tho roeults r:oro 11nobservod. Th• ll'ltiaircr...rt 
fire ""' 1nten ... 

On 11. 1.!1>0' , a search plane bod:>od tho airstrip, strafed the cirfiold one! 
tho lishthouae area on i'Ullf.l.\T. 

\\ 

Tho autcarine S'I'IBG9:l!1, on 10 l.:l;y, s4J"J< three 100di~-sized "'"""Y !rei<;lo t~rs 
out. of a S-ahi!' escorted convoy, n,..:a- ttle OOl:!!tS . ':be t.onn.:;ge sunk to t.Al.8CI 
13, 700 tons. 

I 

en 23 April, t :.o suboarine Sl!:A "Jl:.OO!l d$r.lage<l n :3,000 ton e,.,.,;r treieh~•r ir 
fl:PIRE water • . 

On 27 April, prob!lbly sank s r:oediw::-•lzod freigh ter . 

Tho oubmnrine Si:l. !lORSE, ro~urning from n patrol in the C:::!<"l'!l/J.. PitClFIC, 
r eport• eo follows : 

8 April - of a J -shi p escorted convoy near SllPA.'I senk 2 eM!lly fre:l<!hter o. 
9 April - of a heav1!7-escor t ed convoy, tlain neor S.~Ri, sank a ~ediuc­

sized enemy treiehter . 
20 April - west of SAIPA!l d!ll1ot;od an one:v suboarine 
26 April - oank one en«:~y treiahter oC a 4-ahip escorted convoy r.oot of 

S.ui'A!I. 

The to~al toMace sunk for ~he cruioo • •• 4 !reiehtero, !or 2S, 667 tons t.nd 
ono ~y aub=rine clo:o>a8od tor 6SS tono . 
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UNITED STAT ES F LEET 
RI:ADQtl.dt"':IS 0# n11 C0wMAJifDI'R l!f 0CU 

.sAVY Drf'AaTNc.NT, WAitUJiCTOtt. D C. 

SOU'!H Ar:!l Cc}ITR}J. PAC:V""'IC (Cont. ' d . ) 

9 " ·"'· 16 ~ 191J •• 

oh~b tl"O<! a 2Qr.on eun . One oingle-onGined """-"Y plane ns destroyed. The ••com 
fliaht w~s int ercepted by one en~ bombe r and three oinele- enGinod pl anes. On• 
Liber ator wao do.maeed . One enemy plone w;o probably destrored . 

On the 1\ieht ot U Uay, at U:JO P•"' •• the old alr.N.eld at POI:APZ was bcnb•rl 
by 4 Liberator . Th~re was no antialrcratt tire . 

On lJ. J.::l,7, at 9 : 50 >.. o . Md 2 :'-0 p .:n, , two Venturas or F!..:r:T ~ ::n:G 2 , 
tlropped bombs on J:.I.U!T <nd :!l!!!JCR .L:;uros. The mod•r.,to .. .,tiaircr..tt fire cauood 
Ainor d:>o~a~~e to one Ventura. 

Cn t~e oae day, at 9:25 e . n . ond a;:al.n at 2:1C. p .::t. , 18 r;;;vy Hellc>to otruck 
:l!IDJ ond .:2:ntl3, JALIII~ J.toll. Thoro "'" no :nti&ircr~ fire. 

At. 6:)0 p .m. on 14 t.:.ey, 2 ~arine 0 . .,Jntl.4UI rl.nes hit J;.LUI":" atw:1 ~~~·!~ 
I.SLJ.IID. A fire ••• o!>served . Tho antiaircraft tiNt was .,.,ager. 

ThrOUilhout the night or 13 !.!e,;r, J Coronll<!oo cnnored . .CTJZ. The results 
l":ero not oboened . There was no Mtbi rcrt.!t fire . 

Ac3.l n, on the night of lJ. !!'I)', 3 Coronndos were over \iO'I'J!: bet.:een 10 :30 p .:n. 
and dawn . 

At 1 :15 a .m., on 15 uay, 3 Navy Ventura planes hit the central portion of 
"<<TJ:, An explosion ond fir e were oboervod . The antio.ircr e.ft fire wa.. meaaor . 

At 10:00 " · "'· on lJ. li'IY, 6 Liberal-oro or th• 71H AIR l'C:lCE star~ed a tiro 
and oxploeion on T .;.'OA. Ther e was no t.ntiaircrart fire . 

On lJ. lta,y 3t 7 P •" • to 2 a . m. 15 l!q, 4 r:a"'J' Lande at., in rot:Ltion, hit 'l'AWA. 

TA!!OA """ oloo haru..,d b7 5 Ventur4a on 15 lla¥ !roo 0015 a .&. to 1:25 a . :a . 
~re wae no en~ gu.n!ire. 

Cn 14 !.!o.r, from 6:45 p.n . to 1•50 a.c. on the 15th, 6 llauntl esa planes, o! 
the 4TH !.:AU!!!: :riiiC, hit !.!IIJ.E in poJ.rs. AntioJ.rcraft fire .. .,. ""'Aller. 

On lJ. !.!.ay, !ro:o 9 :45 ~· "' · to ll106 4.m., A.~T and J OKAJ ISLJ.I:DS \Tore bluted 
b1 6 Army Uit chells, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI ADOUARTtltS 0 11 THE COMWAI'iOIJt. IN CH!t:F 

NAVY P!:PARTWINT, WASiiiNCTON, D. t . 

9 n.~:~ . 16 Uay, 1941, 

SOUTH ;,\'0 C.::ll'lllAL P~CIFJC (Cont •d . ) 

Our~ t he nizht of 12- lJ !.lay, patrol planes fro.'ll SoPac, cooperatine w:Lth 
motor torpedo boats , "truck CAPE Lt!!UN, nort.tt DYAUL ISL.\MD, tE':'i !!ULP::D. They 
:>.J.so hi t gun e:!!pl aoenenta on YCUNCS Pl.ANT.mm:, on t he sout hwest coast of !<:::.! 
IR.:l.A!IO, and str afed and boo'>ed CA?£ !lALIR!filU, t.'E'.I m=1..11m . 

On lJ IJey : 

Patrol plane s start ed f ires i n l'<lRTCII Pl~ITATIO!I, 3UKA and bombed KAI!ll.I, 
south llO'JCA!I.VII.U: . 

Liber ator s bombed BUKA runwa,y. 

The supply area southe>st of BOlUS was attacked by fighter s and bomber s . 
They aloe s tarted fires at CHABAI , north BCUGAI!~l!llE, struck at ISU, centr al 
inter i or of !lOUGAl~VILLE, an:! destroyed villages on the ::tr~A t~Jl!A TRAIL, 

Aveneer pln.nes c~~ed const erno.t'lon aM. woe to the JAPS at LDTA, v·he.n the:; 
spr ayed the ene:ny•s gardens with Diesel oil. The;- aloo destroyed "large house 
in the areo. . 

Sweeps by fie]lter s througlt the lUS!'.tlllCk .\reQ dest-royed ons bnr!le ono d""'~ed 
another in LASSUL BAY, near R.\BAUI.. Br id!les r:ere str:>f•d ct ~~~liT BAY. Anti­
aireraft defenses in tl.'IJ .. AT."JJAI, on the ea. !it. co .'lst. of tr; ,' I R:l.AND lfere silenced . 

D.e.urrt.less dive bomber s :md A'lengers st..arted fires YJa ceused exp-losion~ 
in the R.\TAVAL supply area, R.~/JJL . 

!:itchell bol!'bers deetro7ed s tore s o.re;,s nt TALIU ond boJrbed coastQl defense 
guns at HA!!ELA, north BUKA. 

id.r aeobrao am \larhnv~~s bombed T.u..II.I . 

Ourins the nizht of l :J,-11, l :'IY, .,.,tor t.crpedo boats rro:n !l.:IRI.U, te.ru.ne 
up with night pat rol planes, sc.nk th r ee bar3e• ne3r OY;.ut ELM!il , IE:l IR:::L:.!ID . 

A euppl.,enter;· r eport •t ates that :<1 Libent.cr s of the 7'l'H AlR :'CRCS 
b""bod in two flijlts on the night of 11-12 !!a:~, from 11:19 p .n . to 3 :19 a .m. , 
the T:WK airfi el ds at ;~03~~~ ?A:~.t!!, :o: ~'11i DUBLC!-! and lJDCfl' . Four fir-es a.nd 
four explosions ner o sto.rted. The fir st flight was i .nter cepted b;' t 1·:o t•·:in­
enQ.ned and !i ve sincle- on&ined eno"''' !'lMe s . One liber .:>t or >~as dOJlUl8ed lrJ 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADOUART&RS OP T1Ut CO.\&MANDE:R I~ OIUIU' 

'NAVY DEPARTM.BNT, WASHINOTOS, D. C. 

4 p .m. 15 ~ 1944 . 

SOUTH .lim CZ!l'IRU P I.!:Il'IC 

On 14 L:t~or, tro" 2:20 n. m. t o 3 :57 a ,m, , 15 Uborat.or s of the 7th 
Air !"'orce boobed ':'RUft, particularly the airfields on ?m3N, PA.~/i!l!, ET~~' 
!..'l!:S"!'.C!: ond DUBLO!J . On UCE:~I, two large eY.p1ooions occurred . The antiair­
craft fire wa$ moderate tu t ina.ccurate, v;hile three searc:hl1!11t s •:er~ in­
ertective, Om ene,.. f i(;tlter !!'Ado an i ne!fectual attenpt to intercept . 

E'rom 1:05 " ·"'· to 2 :01 a . m. on 14 :O:ey, 3 Uberators bombed PO~!APE , 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 
RIA~ 011 TK1 CONWAI'It"DD t N: CKtu 

KAvY oa'AR'nCorT. WAIHJ1fG1C)I:, 0. C. 

9 a .. m. l5 l.:ay 191.4 . 

scum mo crumtu. P X!Flc 
On 14 ~..... t he SUbl!11r1no oo:·/I'I!I ao.nl< l large f r e i ghter or unr eportod 

t onnace 105 t>lleo northl"est ot rtJJ.U. 

<>I> 11. Ua,)•, tho .oub:no.rine OOI:&!'ISH, OJ>"rnt in;: in t he water o of SULU 
1..'\~H!P;LAO:l , s>nk ~ l argo oUer . 
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cowtNCH l'lLI UNITE D STA TES FLEET 
JiF.ADQ\JAiiiT1U~5 OP TIIB COMMAXDIR IN CHIEF 

NAVY DBPARTMIINT, WA.t iU"'GTOS, D. C, 

9 a . m. 15 l!o.y 191.4 , 

&lll!'H A!ID C2l'ITRAL PACIFIC 

Bet~een 8: 15 a .m. and ll : U) a .m. 13 ~. 22 ~tchells dropped bombs on 
NAURU shore iMtallations, including on e.auunition dump, phosphate wor ks, 
P""er !)lent and the ro.rtield . ;.., explosion and a fire t:oro observed, '1'\vo 
!.!itchells sustro.nod domage by antiaircraft fire, 

At 6:32 p.m. 13 l.!oJ', one of our pl.Meo :~ttaekod and possibly eank a oub­
marine about 350 llile• northeut of Ci\ST CAPS, NSW IRELAND, 

On 13 !.:oy, 4 Corsair s bo..,l>od th• ruM<\YS and a Usht ontisircraft battery 
on l.:Il.LE. During the night , 6 Dauntless bombed l!Ill.S. Although """'" antisir­
cra.rt Cil"e was encountered, our pl.:mes sustained no da:n.age . 

On lJ 11011, barge eone .,trations in Sill'&ltl HARBOR and KERAVlA BAY, ~~ 
BRITAIN, Ytere at tacked by rockot-equlpped Airacobrao, oupported by dive and 
torpedo bon:l>ero. The Airaeobras s<mk )J to U) bareos and th • dive boc:>bors 
dlll:a:Jed 7 more. A.~ti aircraft posit 1oM at Rftll.\UL >lero nttaeked tr1 dive lllXi 
torpedo bcmbers, a.s were installati ons on ~!ATUPI ISLAIID . Three dive b-ocbers 
sustained light dannae . An en<nty barge at DUKE 0::' YORK ISL\HD was sunk by en 
Airacobra. 

On lJ ~ey, t.he personnel end airstrip m-ea at TC!ERAJ Nt:.': BiUTA:W, was 
attacked by ~tchells, dive and torpedo bo!l'.bere, Lightnings and Airaeobras. 
A DUillber of !ires started, 

·::OTJE maeatinos ond buildi '1S• wore bccbod by 24 Corssiro and one Ventura 
on 13 J.!ay, A nw>ber of fires were started. l!odernte antiaircraft fire d=8ed 
t••·o Corsa.irs . These plrules :md three Venturas returned at 12:10 t~. .m . l4 l!ay 
and 8(!ain bo:nbed the nroa . l!o a.ntisireraft !ire wo.s encountered . 

One Army Liberator dropped bon:bs on JAR>R nt 1 :45 a .m. 11. r.tay. !.!eager 
ina.ccur.:~.te 3llt iaircra.ft fire wae encounter&d . 

Throughoot the nil;ht of 14 ~, 6 'lenturas and 4 Cate.l.ina. bombed T/.PJJA 
Two fires started. Antisireraft !ire was moager and innccurate . 

The subrw.r1ne PADDLZ, operating in the waters west of NS:I GUUGA, returned 
from patrol and reported ns fol lows : 

SA!H{ 
rtr'onsport or freighter 
1 DD Hatsuhoru class 

Total 

9,419 tono 
....!....:lM tons 
10,787 tons 
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UNITED ST AT ES FL EET 
H!tADOUAJtTC:RS OF Tfll COMMANO!R IN CHI!Jt 

P\'AVV D&PARTt.IL,T, WASJfiNC'fO.'(, D. C. 

S001H A!(O C:ll'!RAL P /CIFIC 

9 a .m. 15 Uay 191,1,, 

On the ni;lht of 11-12 lla)!, KOKONAI l'LANTI.TION ond othe r inotallations on 
•out h SHOnL.UD I SLI.IlD were bombed by n.ij;lt flyi!l(l C•talinas . Catalina• bcmbed 
OOliiS ?LlJ<TI.TIC:I, north OOOOAI11Vlll3 IST.tJJl , t\!UCUA ?! .. U.TATIO!l, eut coast 
OOUG.UilVU.l3 I SLAh'U , P.\NA.~AS PL.'JiTATICN, oouth centrcl coBSt !3.1 IR::l.ANO, IIAI'litr.; 
rom ond airstrip, tc:: lR.:l.AI:O. 

At 7:25 a . m. 12 t.!ay, 5 !.!nrine Cor sairs b<r.lbed tho ru!l"'~ on :!ll.I.:>. These 
pl81"les re- .umed at t:MURO n..""lll later again bombed ln:t.IE . t.:ea.ger, ino.ctur c:lt.e anti­
aircraft fire wa$ encountered . ill of ol.lr pl,e.oe,_ retnrned wi thout dtt'U(;e . At 
ll:X> .::. . t!l.. 12 thy., 3 t~av-; Venturas bClr.ll:led the b~ro.cks are:1 on tnlE. 'I'hat nieht, 
four ~arine Dauntle ss dropped bomb• with unobserved results. 

',/CTJE anti<lircrnft batteries a.~d the ro.dio s talion roro boobed and s tr<l!ed 
by 24 J.!arine Corsair• at 8::JO !l,m. U L!~. Later, at l O: :JO " ·"' ·• a 1/enturo. bombed 
bhe buildi!l(l area. J:o anti a.irc r<l!t fire Ms encountered. 

~J was ~~bed by 6 Venturas between 9 :15 ~. a. end ll:J5 a. ~. 12 U>y. 
l:wneroue: explosions wer~ observed on 3:::IIDP. I SL;JD. Cur pl:me!l returned without 
damage. 'l'Yo other Venturas dropped bombs on AINE!.!~"'' IS:IJID vdth •.lrlob!.erved results . 

Betl'leon 9:30 a .m. and 10:58 a .a:. 12 !.by, ll L!itehells bcmbed Mtiai rcrnft 
bntterie9 and otho r installQtions on r!.!IDJ . ~eager .1t1tiairera.!t fire was encounter­
ed , but our pla.nes sustained no <1"""'1!• · 

At 1 :25 p .m. 12 l.!ay, J L!itehells hOl:'.bed FC~AP::: airfields ona bombarded the 
area Ydth 75mm c3tl.non. .1\nti.:Urcratt. !ire wa.s meag~:r end i naccurate . 

At 1:1.0 p. m. 12 !lay, 7 N~v-.f Hellcats and 16 J.:arine Dauntless bombed TA.'lOA. 
Uod.erat e Jl!tiaircratt fire shot doV~n one plMe, but the crow was recovered. Later, 
between 7 p .m. e,.od 8:40 p. m. , TAlDA wn• harassed by a Catalina . 

Duri ng the night of 12- lJ t!ny, &Unboat s destroyed a Japanese field gu.n c rew 
in the ~ AUCU31'A !lAX Area. L!otor torpedo boats destroyed a barge neo.r 
IEBAU ISL~ID. other motor torpedo boats and a Catalina •ank a loaded barge at 
KORamlA POUlT, southeast OOLICID!VIW ISLAI:D . 

On 1.3 Cay, Airacobra$ aM ~'larhawks ut tncked 9iers :mel othe r installations 
at PCRTON PU !lTATIO!i, nor th west BOUCAII\'V!LI.E IS!..A!ID, Md the !I!Tf.A o.irstr ip . 
Fii;htor planes attacked RA:II POD!!' and CIJ'S I..IJ.!BERT, 11:::7 llRITlUli, with unreport­
ed r esults . One fig,ter plone wno dO!"rlod 311d ono other was d~r.~a<;ed by o.ntiair­
crnft fire. The ro:lll'..l and CHA!!f.I oupply areas on 90\JCAliiVlli.B ISLA!!D \'fore attack­
ed by dive bocbers . Rosulto were not reported , 
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co""""' "La UNITED STATES FLEET 

II&ADQU.uru:s cw TMI CO..MA.N:ou '" auu 
XAVY DIJ'AaTMU.~. WAIHINCTO."f, D C. 

.. 
50!1!'11 AN!) CaiTRAL PAC.!PIC {C<!!!t 1d,) 

Sowrcl. buildl.ngs and .t'uel otocko w ro deotrOJod. 

9 .... 14 Ill,)' 1944 • 

During tbe night ot ll-12 Ill,)', 1110tor torpedo boo.to and Cet&lin&o 
bolobecl and ltr&ted inlt&llat1cn1 on POPOIWIO ISLAND, SHCfiTLAiiD ISI..WD aroa, 

r Tho oub...-ino TAurCC, operating in tho KURII.SS, EIIPIRE ar••• tank 
U INS&!> tor•. Tho tonn&&• was not r oport.ocl, 

-10)2-

Regraded Unclassified



-
COWlNCH PILE 

~ 
~ 

• • 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

H:BADQtiAJtT!RS OP' THF. C0J.Uro1Al'ODI!lt I~ CHtJtP 

XAVY DI!:PARTJ;~t:."'T, WA$tUSGTON', D. C. 

SOOTH 00 c:aiTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

9 ..... 14 liar 1944. 

On tn. niaht of 10..11 lla.y 1 a reconnat .. ance plane attacklod three 
barges, sout h ot LULUAI, southMIJt coaiJt ot BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and bombed 
KIE'I'J., en tbe o11ot ccut ot BOXlAIHVILLE lSUJill, Catalinu &l'.d mot-or tol'­
pedo boats bollbed and otrated 1111JtaUat1ono in the area oouth111ot ot Nllil 
HAJIIJVER, north ot HE'll IRELA!m. Cotalillu bombed tho KJ.Vll!);G TOll!/ air otrip 
and coaiJtal guns en SELAPIU ISL\ND. 

J.U.UIT wao attacked by 3 Navy Venturaa at 8117 a.m., and again at 
1145 p.m., ll llay. Jleoger anti&ircratt tiro was encountered during tho 
secCI\d attack. 

Sevan 111tchills attacked J.U.UI'I, at 8154 a .m. , and ogaill at 2120 p.m., 
ll lla,r. Balbo ... ro dropped on tho oouthern building ar..... llo&gor antiair­
craft tiro waa mcountorocl. 

On ll 1/q, 6 111tchollo b<nbod WGAl! ISLAND, north of I'Ct\lli'E lSUJill, 
Du.e to onrcaat, re1ult8 wre not oboerved. 

IIO!'JE ,., attacklocl by 7 111tcholls at 9130 a .tl., and again at 1125 p.m. , 
ll ~~a,r. llo ant1&1rcr&tt tire wao oncountorocl. 

At 12115 p.m., U lla.y, 23 Coroairo and 1 Ventura ba:>bod II'O'l'JB. Ovel'­
caiJt proftllted obMrTaticn of roiNlto. 

At 2130 p,m,, 11 lla.y, 6 Coroairo bombed antiaircraft battorioo on IIILLE. 
lloagor and inaccurate a:>tiaircratt !ire ,... oncountorocl. 

A roconnaiounco plano bombed tho ¥USAIS air strip en ll llq. Another 
roconnaioaance plmo shot do.., a .,.eli,. bomber (Sall7) 1 425 miles northwest 
o! POW>E. 

On 11 llay, tho coastal gun aroao at CAPE NAUARIJDU, NEVI IRELAND, and 
BCI!POP, Nlm IRE!.AIID, ..... bombocl by dive and torpedo bombers. Lightningo, 
Airacobrao and l"oarhawko, attacked tnrgota at CI!I.BAI and PORTal, northweot 
BOUGAIIIVll.L& ISLAND, killed a nllOiber ot er>OIOJ' poroonnol along the eo. at ccut 
ot 11UXA ISLAND, and otartod tires at IIAiW!AKA, &:PREs3 AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAIIIVILIE 
ISLAJm. In tbooe aieaiono, only ho planos 8\IIJtabed damage· by antiaircro!t 
tire. 

During ll J1o¥ 1 din, torpedo bomboro and 111tchalls bombed aird.rcme l.n­
otollationo at TOBERA end VIJNAKANAU 1 .NE\'1 BRITA Ill. Two planes were damaged by 
antiaircraft tiro . Tbeoo areao wore again &tteekod by Liberatore, tighter 
bolr.l>ors and Lightnl.ngo. A nlllllbor ot tiroo otartod ill tho personnel and ouppl,y 
areao weiJt of TOB!iRA. Tho RABAU!. coaiJtal araa ll&a .... pt by 110tor torpedo boato, 
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coMr•c• ' "·• UNITED STATES FLEET 

H.li.AOOUAJlTBts OP T IIK COJr.IMAHDU IN ClllltF' 

NAV'Y DBrARTMe.~T. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

9 e .rn , lJ t:ay 1944. 

SO!.l'I'H .\liD CE!ITRAL PACIFIC (Con~ ' d , ) 

During the night of 10-11 J.!cy, 3 enemy barge• wor e •Wlk by J:lOtor torpedo 
bo~t s s'ix cd.los northttes t of tho PANNUS ~iTATIOU, nort hwest coast of NE.; 
IRELAND. L!otor tor pedo bonts and Cat olinas stre.tod end bombed a sun posi­
tion on the eaot end of SELA?IU I SLNlD, south of f:E'J HJ\IIOVER. One motor 
torpedo boat sustained minor d<11114ge when attacked off tho south c•ntral co"st 
of NF.W IR&.AIID by a noat plane , 

J... Ventura shot do\m one enemy float plane over J!A1\JPI , HEW BRITAIN, on 
the mor ni:na of 11 J.:ay. 

The submarine JACK CCX:U?l .,te-d a pat rol of the FO~OSA J.reo.J Wld reported 
a follows: 

Sun.~ 
~-ton trawlers 
1 125-ton t r aYI1er 

Total - 200 t ons 

Probably Sunk 
1 7500- ton freigh ter 
3 4000- ton f r eighters 

Total - 19, 500 tons 

Dmw:ed 
1 mediwu fr<>i(lllter - 4,000 tons 
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UNITED STATES P LEET 

Ht.A.DQUAaTUS 011 Tttl C0NNAKDC.& Lot 0tt£F 

PIAVT DKPAiniiHT. WAiiiU,.GTON. D C 

9 o.. m. l J c-r 191.4. 

SOOI'H Al:O C::lfTRAL PACIFIC (Conti d. ) 

Durirc the nisht o! 8-9 l!-r r~conna1aunca pl&noa bcxn!>ed KAVWC, tt:.".'l 
l:R.eLAND. Tr•o barges "'uth or CHAB.U, north,., at BOUGI.I!IVILLE ISLAND, were 
atra!od, u were inotallationo on north>roat BOUGAil;n:t.IE ISLAND. l!otor 
torpedo boato and cooparatins C3hl1nu o.tt~~ekad tareets on the north>roet 
coaat ot lt>.l IRO:LIJID end aouthoaat ot rcr.l HiJJC'{.,;R, Tho """" between LULUAI 
PODIT to 'I'Ol:OISI, southeast B:lUGAIINlLU: ISL..!lD, was etrafed by reconne.188ance 
planoa. 

On 9 L!a.,y, !iSi>ter ~s attacked the UJru'lAI, !3:l !l.'UT\DI, airstrip. 
!luults ,..ro not reported. Ant1a1rcratt tiro da:z:aaed one 7/ar!uwl< . On t.h8 
IA'l>O da.,y, dive boc:bero scored h1ta on eun 1natalL>t1ono c.t oo:ll'OP, !;g:'! 
:cla.UD, and CAF:: !i:.IU.'!UDU, out cout. ot 0 J:t:l.I~ID. :"iCJter planes Ht 
tire to b11Ud1~a at Tm!l~ POI:tr, eoutmet = n=I.t::J, and ctt3clced " 
nw:bor or trucks, oouthw .. t ot VUNAK.\K.'JJ, !UBA!Jl Area, 1:::1 !!?.IT/.!!1 . 

Dive tOClbers and l!itehella , on 9 IJo,y, sto.rted fires on 3JHIJJA ISLillD, 
northweot of BCUGI.IJr/ILU ISLU'll, and etruck £Un illat allat ions 4t IIA!CI.A, 
ao11th 9U7.A, >nd the BCNIS airstrip, nor th ilCIICf.IIW!LLE !'ll::;!l . Cthor dive 
bombor e homb&d r.:::Rl'J<EUA! ISLA/31 , s•~RTLAIID ISLV'D Are4 . 

Duri"<; 9 !.lay, 33 t.iracobraa and .3 Liflh tn1ngs com,loted t en r.>l.ssion• 
a,::oJ.•st targets at POR'I'Otl 4nd CIIABI.l, northwoat OOUGAJ!IVI:Ll.S ISLA::!l. In 
3<\dition, a barge '"" sunk 4nd three o th era dllr-'eod . An a:o........ru.t ion dUIIIP 
neo.r .uTA!IA, oouthwest 9000AII:vnl.S, "~' prot~bl,y destroyed. S<Jveral build­
ina• at KIETA, southe:ut OOl.OADND.I2 ISL/110, were also attacked and destroy­
ad. Ten ~Mnl.ngs att~~eked the OO!liS airstrip bllt results ,-rere not report-d . 

Durl.ns 10 J.:Ay, reconna.isunee pl4nea ~t.t.acked tar.:;ots on nor thwe ot 
3lUC.ui:VII.L:: U:..lD, an~ the area botwo~n :.:c;:aorru one! !!!=~'TA, aouthweot 
!!C.UG~;rmu IS:..'ml . 18 r.>l.saiona ,..,.. cCY..pleted by !J.8>ter ~-.Dera, 4nd in 
thoee c.ttacks a Yilhge at 9:X7J..'Ill: Nllli', on the ""st coast. at OOU:.W:V"ll.! 
ISLA.':O, "u deatro;r->d. An oU b4rgo otr tho north,.est coast of 90liGA!'CliJ.J..!: 
!.SL.U:D w1.e set on !ire. 

Thrc>tt:;hout 10 l:ey, l'itchella otruck to.r&eto 1.'\ 6Ul.A PA3St.!2: anc! E!)!liS 
41rCiold installations, north BOU~AD:VII.I.C: ISUl::l. L<lrge C1reo at ~A'I'IJPI, 

RIJlAUl Aru, liE\/ BRIT AI~:, were started by U tchalls. Dive and torpedo 
boltbers hit LAJMIA!, tiE'7 S:UTAlll, airfield i nstallat i ons, One dive And one 
torpedo bomber were shot down and oix ot.hor plones dam<;ed b;: heavy anti­
aircratt fire Mcountered at LAKIJN.U. The 'I'O!I:wtA :rlretrip woo attacked by 
!1sht.or bombers and dive bombers bo:llbod KAVW;O airfield installa tions and (!un 
positions at CAl'£ N/J.:ARUDU, !:siT I!IELAND. Seven ploneo '"'re d&r.aeed by Mt iair­
cratt tire. 
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U NITED STATES F I.EET 

HUADQUAR.TBIS 0' Till COl.1,.1A}iDEI IN CUIEJ' 
I'IA.YY DBPARTMJII'T, WA.$HING1'0...,, D C. 

30!11'11 AIID CE!!T!W. FACifiC (Cent 1d.) 

4 p.a, 12 w.t 1944. 

Dur1n& tho ni&bt ot 9-10 w.t, l4 Liberatora bombed ETEN, llOEII, PAAAN, DUBLCtl 1 UDOT 1 ULALU 1 1n t he TRUK ATOU. , A poutb1e hit wa.o • cored on a do­etro,..r north1!118t ot IIODI. lltboueh t our enuu- planes ,..,.. airbol'lle, tMy 
did !\at. attack, lleo&n inaccurat e ant1&1reratt t iro •• .. countered, 

Ouril\& tho 1\ight ot 9-10 liar, 1 Liberator dropped boolbe on ro!l.i\?.i:: TO;lN &:1d anat.her 01\ <JIOLUK, CAROLINX I3WOS. 

At 81)0 p .a ., 10 w.t, 3 Liberatora bar.bed 1'1AXE. lhlo to cloud:!, rooulta ,..,.. w>ObHrvod. No 011t1&ireratt tiro •• erlCOuntored. 

On 10 liar, a roconnaiooaneo pl011o dropped bomba on tho lWS.UE landing 
:trip. Ruults were nat. reported, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

R!ADOUUTUs t# THI COlOtA:;DU IS OUIU 

~AyY OVAIT)I:DT, WASUISGTOri. D C 

9 a .:>. l2 !.:ay l9U •• 

SCU'!'!i lJID CJ l'RAL r ACIFlC (Cont •d . ) 

On 8 t.:ay, ' r econnaissance pl11110 bombed :lUO ISLt.:ID, C.\.'roL!!lE ISLIJID . 

Tho •utmarino Trt:OSA sank an enonl)' t r awler, by eunl'Lro, on 8 tlay . 
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U NITED STATES F LEET 

HltADQUAIITIRS OP THI: COW.M.ANbU IN Qtl ll,F 

~AV)' DBI'ART t.lLO,"f', WA!HINCTO:ot, D, C 

SOt/Tii AND CEN'I'!!.!L PACIFIC {Coot 'd,) 

9 a.m. ll lla,r 191,4. 

On tho ....,, n18ht, motor torpedo boato Wid cooperating Cat&linea attacked 
tho Ka!OIIlRA I!ISSION, ooutboast Ba.IGAIIIVIU.E ISLA.'~, 

ALE'!' ISLAND, in I'ULUWAT ATOLL, was bombed by a roconn&io&Wlce plnne 
on 9 ""r• 

At BoOO a.m., 9 lla,y, 6 llitchello bombed !'OIIAPE. Duo t o cloud.o, r .. ults 
were not oboorved. One llit chell eu.et&inod minor d.omago by D.ntiaircratt tiro. 

At 8ol2 a.m., 9 ~.raJ', lo!D..LE we.s attacked by 7 Warine Dauntless and 4 
Navy Hellcats. lloager antiaircraft fire damaeed ono Dauntlooe, Lator, at 
lo)O p.m. , 8 Corsairs bombed the l.ULLE bivouac aroa and otarted a snaU !ire. 
!loderate a.nt1ai.rcratt fire was encountered. 

At 8:28 a.m., 9llat, a reconna.iasance plane •hot. down an ensm_r medium 
bomber, 75 miloo ooutheaot of TRUK. 

EI!IDJ wao bombed by 10 ltitchello botwoon 9100 a.m,, and noon, 9 lla,y , 
Rosu1ta woro not reported, lloagor ant iaircraft tiro liDo encountered. 

On tho early attornoon of 9 lla,y, \'IOTJE wao attacked by 10 ltitchells. 
A nua:bor of bocba !ell in tho tank area. Re oulto ""re not reported. At 
2 140 p.m., r/OJ'JE 1mo strafed and bombed by 22 Coroa.iro and 1 Vootura. ll<:mbo 
fell in the 111&6&zino ar"" and tho north coaotal. battery area. Al>tiaircratt 
fire waa moderate. 

At 2:42 p. m. , 9 lla,r, ll Army Liberators bombed PCI'IAPE. A ""all fire 
wao started in tho town. Two ot tho bollbora ""ro .u. .... god by modorate anti­
aircraft tiro. 

Twelve Navy Hellcato and 13 Warino Dauntlooa, attacked TAROl at 2;48 p.m., 
9 """· Results wre not reported, 

The eubmarine TAliBCI!, operating •et and northwest ot the IOA.'!IANAS, 
scored t.a hits on a 6,000 ton <nomf freighter. 

The rul>ol.>rino SARJO, oporating aouthoast ot YOKOHAIIA, sank a medium 
freighter and possibly one other. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

li&ADQUAJtTIRS OP Ttl& COMMANDY.It I~ 0 HEF 

~AVY D!J1A&TM!:~'T. WASHINGTON, D, C. 

SOOTH AI!D cpiT!!AL P.I.CII'IC {Cont.•d.} 

9 a.m. 11 w.y 1944. 

ounns tbo night ot s-6 llq, n~ht. ~ Cat.&ll.n&e attacked tt\o 
PORTal and SOJWCEII I'I.UITA'liCJIS, north""ot. IIOOGAINVIIlE ISLAIID. Pires 
...,.. oleo ot.art.ed 1n 1not.&llatione on R.I.N'l'AI! ISLAND, ott the eouthout 
coast. ot B<lJG:.INVILLE l.SUJID. 

On 6 llq, Liberatore, L~htn1nso and .1.1racobrae, ot.arted tires and 
oxploo1ano 1n the T.I.LILI, !lEW !IRITAlll, ouppl,y area. Liberators bal>bed 
tha TOBER.I. rwnrey. Fires and exploaiono wre started by dive and torpedo 
bomboro at. RATAV.I.L, tiE\f !IRITAIN, while t1sht.or planes attacked onOIO)' bars•• 
1n LIGUAII BAT, lilll'l lllll'l'.l.lll. One Liberator, two torpedo bal>bers and one 
unidentitied plano, wre damaeed by antiaircraft. tire 1n those operations. 

TALILI inot.ollatiooa, oout.h BOU;AINVILLE ISlAND, .... re attacked by 
Liberators, an 6 lla,y. During the ....,, da,y, .U.racobraa and Warh&wko started 
tiroo an tho PORTON !'UN'l'ATIC»>, northwest BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND, and oank an 
on-.r bars• in tho rlc1n1tr. 

Durl.ni tho nisht ot 6-7 llq, motor torpedo boats destroyed a bars• 
and at.rated ~ personnel noar t he DUIIUP PLANTATIQI, on tho oouth coast. 
ot Him lRIILA!iD. Theoo boat.o .. ro ino!tectiv&ly attacked b7 an tnOJIIY fioat­
plano. Gunboats oank """ ORotDJ' bargu and otartod explo•iono ne&r the 
JAB.I. RIVER, IIIIPRESS AUC:USTA 8.1.1, BOOO.UNVILLE ISLAIII. 

Otl 8 lla,r, a recomaieoanco plano bombed tho BCRPOP, NE\7 IRELAND, a1r 
etrip. ThrOU&.hout the dey, targets in tho ltABAllL area, N&'ll BRITilll, were 
attaelted b7 our aircraft. VUNAKAIIJ.U airdrome inotal.lat.iono were attacked 
b7 18 dive bal>bere. TCBER.I. a1rdreot• inot&llationa were attacked by tighter 
bal>bero and two grotli>CWd onom,r planoo poooibl7 deotroyed. An enom,r barge, 
nooar IWWIL, NDr BRITAI!I, •• IUIIk b7 an A.1racobra, and a Liberator bombed 
IW!Atl. TarN, with unreported roeulto. D1w b<abero struck at inot.&llationo 
n"r N.uwlUDtl and gun pooit1ooo at. BORPOP, oaat coaot or NEW IRELAND. 
Several ot tho divo bcll!bero ouotainod damage b7 onltll7 ont1&1rcratt tiro . 

Durin8 8 llq, BliKi coutal gu.no and inot&llatiorut on IWIELA and 
SOIIA!tU. ISLAND, were attacked b)' llitch&llo. Th1rt7- t1Y1 Airacobrao and 3 
Warbawb attacked IUilJ' tarsote oo BaXlADIVIU.! ISLUID. lnstollot1ono at 
liUll1 tll.lll., XlETA and TABUT, oo tho oaot coaot or BOOO.I.IliVII.LE lSl.AND, ,..,.. 
d10trorod and two J.arc• uplolians wro oboorved near tho BONIS air otrip, 
north BCUJAIN VILIJ!: ISLAHD . 

Dur1ng the nisbt or 8-9 ll&y, JDOI.or tc:rpedo boats oxchangod tire with 
1ar&o en....,. liZ' •placed oo the northoaot tip ot HE'll IRELJJD and at YOUNG 
PWT.I.TICJI, nortlr .. ot. liD'/ l:Rli:LAIIIl. Our boat• eocaped :l.nJurr. Tho so sun 
pol1t1ono ,..re later baobed and ot.ratod by Catolinao and ..,tor torpedo boats. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
IIIADQUARTIU OJt Tl-111 CO).INAJI/DIIt IH 011£P' 

HAVY DI!PARTJ;!lNT, W.UUIJrtOTOI'f, D. C. 

S9UIH NlD CD<'Tl!.\L P4ClFIC (CMt 'd.) 

9 "·'" · 10 lta¥194/ •• 

Durin,s the n1E!It of 6-7 liar, night nPn& Catalina• attacked 1not&lla­
t1c:na at KAVIEIC, PAH.ll'OI, !IE'! IWIO'IBP. and Ll"J., eouth BOOGAlliVILI.E ISLU.'D. 

Co&ot.al &"'" .,..... , near CAn PRIEMlSKIP and en RA UN ISUJ;D, eoutheaot 
BOU::ADIVII.LE !SUM>, ... ,.. bo.becl br llitohella , on the 110m:!Jlg o! 7 1ta,r. Dur­
in,~: the a.rtemOCI'l , cU.,., and to.,.do boabera atartecl !irea and exploaiono on 
SOHA!iNA ISLAM> and !'ORTON PLANTATIOI, north,.ot BOOCAiliVILLE ISI.JJI'D, .nile 
!J..«hter bombora at ruck at targeto uons t he welt coast. o! BaJC.UINII.l..E ISLNlD. 

On 7 lta,r, a reconnaieaance plane attacked three enemy bargeo &n4 o! theae 
aanlc one near C!IAB.U, northwest BClJGii.INVI.LLE ISIJ.W. Oift bocbero attacked and 
probabl..T dolt~ a ...-..,,. o! coaatal sun• "" CAPE N.UIARODU, north cent r u 
coaot ot l:i1'f maoo. Li&htnizl&a and .uracobru bollbed urs•h "" the ' "ot 
coaot ot BIJXA ISUIID and otarted !irea on the I'ORTOII PLAN'rATIOI, northwlot 
Ba.C!INVILI.& ISLAM>. !11to wre ocored on sun poo1t101lo at I.!OTUI'flNA, w et coast 
ot lnJGAIJIVIU.E ISLAJ,'O. r.o Airacobrao o""tained dMqe b7 antl.aire...rt fire . 

CurioS tho nitht ot 7-8 lta,r, actor torp.do boata sank two en-.y bcra•• 
near DUBLal PUIITATIOII, northout eoaot o! Nl:.'fl IREL,I,.ND, and oot. on tiro another 
barge in t he vicinity or tho JAJJA RIVER, iliPRESS AUGUSTA BU, BOUGAINVILIJ:l 
I SLA!(). Other a otor torpedo boat a oank a barge, <IA&agecl another &n4 probobl;r 
oank a oaapan northwot ot ct!OISEUL ISLNID. 

On the aornizl& ot 8 Ita¥, a ~ ot our d"trorero exchqecl tiro with a dx-ineh lhore botterr, louted on tho eaot end at POPRA!iG rsu:m, O<llltheaot 
ot SHIJ!T!.tl,n lSLAHD. Raoul to -re not reported. 

At 8:~7 a ..a. , 8 lta,r, oh llitchello 'boilbed the builcl1..'1g area and oot. OD 
!ira one builcl1n« Oil BIIIIlCR, J.&l.Vl'l ATOU.. l!lllBOR " '" again att.ackecl by oh 
oth .. llitchello at 1126 p.a • . No antiaircratt tire co encOW>terecl during both 
attae lco. 

tmJE •• bcllbecl by 6 llitch.Ua ot 9•:30 a.a., 8 ~La¥. and esain by au 
llitchollo at 121~2 P•'" • No ontiaU:oratt fire wao encountered. 

Bet-n lo16 p.a. , and 2•4~ p .a. , 8 lta,r, 6 ~ J.(1tehollo boabecl the t.., 
airtieldo "" I'QIAI'£ ISLAND . Ru ulto w re Wlobo..-...1. llcclerate but inaccurate 
antiaircratt !ira • • .,eOW>tarod. 
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UNITED STATES F LE ET 

lfi ADOUARTDS OF THI COMMA~Oit IN OUEF 

t-IAVY D!.PART'~lt!'.NT, WA~UI~OTO:-:. D. t. 

SO!JTH AND Clill'llUL ?ACIP'lC (Ciont.'d.) 

9 . . ... 9 IU,y 19/J.. 

On 7 W.,, the ... la&rln• SILVERSID&S. operatina in the ncinit7 of 
GUat, de.a&•cl a treJ.ajlt..- or paaaanser ,..,.&1 witb ..,. torpeclo bit . 
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COWINCH flU UNITED STATES FLEET 
JIIAOOUAitTP.U OF THI C0f>I NAJrfDIUI 1/11 CHIRP' 

XAYY DI PAHTMVtl', WAIIII~GTO)I, D C 

§9IJT!I NIP CJ;I!T!!AL PI.CIJ'IC {Cont'd. ) 

9 a .m. 8 ~ 1944. 

DllrJ.ne tlle n l&ht ot ~ 11&¥, & NICOIIIIaiuance plane bocb.cl tarceta J., 
&AUT B.U, eoutll aoutbeaot ot KAVIJ.IIG, IIEW lREUW. Ql the • ..,. ni&ht, aotor 
torpedo ~h pro~bl,y deotroyed tt<O - barsu ott the soutbwut. cout. ot 
BOOGCJ.'VIUB lSLAh'D, and CD the EOrDJ.n& ot 6 llq, aot.or torpedo bo .. ts o&Dlc 
& barge and otr&!ed 1.notall&t ions CD sa.u>IU lSUND , near UVIEIIC, N:Or/ II\61.\!\D, 

AIEr ISUJID 8"11 pooit.iono, iD I'IJLU1IAT, were bombed d.uring tho D18)lt ot 
5-6 11&¥, 1>7 & reeonnaiuanco plano with Wlreported rooW.te, 

At 7•22 a.a, , 6 lOa¥, 7 Corsairo attacked 8"11 1.notallationo on lo!JJ..l.l!. 
Later, 6 Caroairo attacked lllL1E t wice. Results wro ne>t reported, 

Ali1DJ iDotallat.iono wre atta.ckod b7 10 latchollo between 8:57 "•"'•• 
and 9:55 a.a., 6 Wq. lloclerate antiaircraft tire du:ia&ed one lUtcbell . 

Qle Vanture dropped bolobs CD li'O'l'JE, a t 8:28 :~,c. , 6 IIAIT· lio antiair­
cr&tt tire •• encoll!ltered. Later, at 12:07 p.a. , 10 latchello boaibed tho 
northern oKtar ot WOI'Ji, with unreported r .. ult a. No antiaircraft tire wao 
ancountered, A&ain, between 6:19 p.m. , and 10:35 p.m, , 6 Jla¥, 13 Arfr>l Lib­
or&toro bcatbed l'mJE. Rosulta wer. not reported. lleacer o.ntio.ircrAI't tiro 
was encountered. 

At 10:03 ••'"• • 6 lle.Y, 4 Hellento o1ttocked JAlUI1'. Reaul.to wore not re­
ported . 

At 10:15 &,a., 6 ~~aT, 8 llitehelle 'bod>ed tho !'a>APE airtieldo and ••~ 
plane baee. Reoulto wre not r.portod, Jle&&er ODd inaccurate anUaircrAI't 
t ire ws eneou.nter.d. 

Betwon 1:ll a.a. , &.'\d 2:08 a .m., 6 llejt, 10 ot l2 Liberatore bombed ZfW, 
PAHAil, D1l8l.Qi and li(EH1 in the TlliJX ATOLL. Antiaircraft tire ..as Jlle&aer. One 
bOIIber !ailod to r otu:m. 

Sixteen llar1.no Da1111t1ou and 10 Navy llollcah attocked IULOWP, on 6 II&¥. 
II<Dbs ,.ere dropped on tho radio ot.atiCD and ttoru on t .., 1oloto nort.hwut ot 
TJ.RW.. .Fires wre started. 

A recCIIID&iO&&nee plano, "" 7 11A17, allot doiCI a tour-engine<! lll"'U' bo&l>u 1 1'10 ailos north o! PULIJII.U, 
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CONU«:H nLI UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIJ:APOVARTttRS 01' T HI C0MWAHDIR IK CUII!.P 

NAVV DEPARTWINT. Wo\ IUIHC'tON. D, c;, 

9 ..... 8 Ill¥ 1944. 

SO!.ml AI!!! CElroW. PACIFIC (Cent 1cl,) 

s. ..... llarine Ccraail'a droppecl boabe en ltlLU antia.ir<:r..rt battariea 
at ~2105 p.a. , 4 ~~q, Jlo ant1&1rcr&tt ftr. .. tncount.ered, 

Dllr1ng the aam1nfl of S llq, tho TOBERA, Nl!lf BRITAIN, ail' atr1p and 
por~l area, •• attacked by dive tnd ac&di~a bcaboro. Ant1a1rcratt 
fiH lbot cbon cne bo..Wr. Tho dieperaal an<l I'WI""Y area a at IJJGJN.U, 
NEll BRl'I'AlN, were attacked by figbter boalbort and fir•• tt&rtod. P<111r 
Lightni~o wore dam3&e<l by antaircratt tiro. Gun inat.~&tiCI'l o at BORPOP, 
NEll IRELAND, were attacked by din banboro mel tightero, 8tra!ed an oU 
barge, four tl'IICkl and about 20 of t he Cltii\T poraomal near R.\BAUL, eno 
Coroail' au.tained due&•· 

en S llq, BUJU. ISlAND tun poai ticno • r• boo1bec1 b.r llitch~o, an<1 
sa!IJI en tho nortbout coaat or Ba.JGAJNVILI.E LSLUID, .. attacked b.r diw 
bcabc-t. Uracobrao tt&rted tirea •eng aoppl.aa at awliJ, nortbwett 
B<n:l.Ut;vnu; ISLI.IfD, .nuo l'i&J'bawb at.ruok at KIE!A inatall.aticnt, 00\lth-
... t BOOOAD/VII.U ISLU'D. 'l'brougbout tho dlq, 34 Air&cobroo, in 11 aiaoiona, 
atruck &n:lAJJIVII.L& ISI.AND targets, doatro;ye<l an -.nitia> dUIIp an<l other 
U>atall&ticnt. 

At lOllS a .a., S llq, OODJ magazine area ""' bcmb&d by 12 llitchelll . 
R .. \llto •ro not reporto<l, lio antieircratt tiro .... tnCOWitorod, 

A uguino end coaat&l batterao en TAROI. .. ro boolbed br u Navy Hell­
oat& 6!ld l.6 llarino Daunu ... , at 10120 a .a., S llq. A direct bit wao acorecl 
011 a aw> ..,a-tnt. Tba ial.an<l '"" atrated and photographed. Ono dive 
boaber o~<l ainor daa&go traa aodarata ant1&1rcr&tt tiro. 

At l01)S •·•·• S w.r, 6 Ooraail'o booloed antiail'cratt poo1t1cno on liiiJE, 
One Coro&ir waa d&aapd b.r IIOdsrate accuratA tnt1a1rcratt tire. Prior to tb1o 
attack, 6 Coro&iro ba<l bombed IUli.S at 111S a.m. 

l'alAPE TO\'IN o.n<l tba <lock area wao atrook by :39 ot ~ An!IY Liber atore, 
batwotn ll1S7 a.m., and 12130 p.m., S w..r. Piroo and expJ.oaiona were oboorvod. 
IID<Iorate ant1&1rcratt tire ciaJ:Ia&ocl ono plane. Ono bomber b reported .Uaoin&, 

S.twotn l1S4 p.m., and 2148 p.m., S J.ra.r, U JoUtch&llo boabod I'IO'I'n and 
oXplo<locl a aaguine. llo llltiaircr&tt tiro •• tncOI.IIltoro<l. Tbo toll~ clq, 
at 11100 •·• •• YCI'Jl! •o attackecl b.r 21. IW-ine Coroail'o and ceo ~;&V)' V..,t\U'&, 
llodorate antiaircraft tire 'IClO tnco>mt.,.ad, but rellllto of thia att ack wore 
not reported, 

Inohllat1ons, 1n t ho oout.ll•ot 1ntar1or and on tho northeast ooaot ot 
BWO.llNVIU.E ISLAN]), wore boaol>od by a reccnna1uance plano, on S w..r. KAVllllC, 
IIE.'II' IRELAND, wao &loo boalb&d. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HEADOUAJrTBI:S Of' THE CoMt.fA.NOt:Jt IN CUI£..­

'/iAVY 01!J>AJlTM£.'W, WAJJUNCTON, D. C, 

SQUTII AIIO CE!mW. PACIFIC (Cont1d,} 

9 a.m., 7 ~ 1944 • 

Tlw oubow'lne T.I.NO reocued elovon of!iooro and ol .,.., enlloted •n of 
approx:imatolr thirtT ,...ported ai01J.n& in the clll'rior took toreo st-rike 
(r.F. 58), againot TIWK, 29-30 AprU. 

Durin& tho nisht of 3-4 ~, ni&ht npog Catalinao attacked targoto 
in AlLER BAY, northeaot NEW BRlTA.Dl, and otra!od ""''IY perocmnel near CAPE 
!NUS, northeaat B<lJGAINVILLE ISIJ.ND. 

On 4 llaT, din and torpedo bolllbero attacked airdr0111e in.ato.llationo at 
K.I.VIENG, NEW .IRELAND. Anti&ircratt !ire ahot do"" one Coroair, but t ho pUot 
•• recoTOred. En...,. coaatel gWIII at BCfU'OP, e11rt NJM IRFI.A.HO, wro attacked 
b7 diTe bombero, an,r tirea wro otarted in auppl,y dul!po, and bulldJ.n&o were 
deotro.rod at IIA'lUPI ISLAND, R.I.BAIJL Area, IIEW BRITAIN. 

Durins 4 llaT 1 llitehollo otartod !iroo and OJQ>loliono at TALILI, /IUT 
BRITAIN. Two llitchollo -..ro damaged br antiaircraft tiro. Firoo were atart od 
al<ng tho VUNAKANAU air atrip, R.I.BAUL Area, NEJf BRI1'AIN, br 43 tighter bomboro, 
TOII!:lt.l., HE\'1 BRll'W, •• attacked bT two JJ.boratora, but reoulte wre not re­
ported. 

On 4 ),[a,-, tighter planes otra!od inatoilationa and oqldpa:ont in t ho K.I.BA.UL 
J.rea, and DUKE 01' IORK ISUNll, Nlln BRITW. Tho eaat coaat o! BaJGAINVlLIE 
ISU1ll """ attacked b7 JJ.ghtningo, and 101110 inotallationo at TIHPUTS wore do­
otroTOd. An an-,y barr;o at .KaUlllRA, ooutheaot coaat o! BOUGAINVIU.t ISlAND, 
•• e.J.oo doatrored. JJ.beratoro attacked tho lW!lLI airdrallo 1 oouth 001/GAIN­
VII.lll rsum>, with unreported reoults. 

Durin& tho night ot 4-S llaT, gunboat& otra!ed -"' inotallationa, IKIUth 
ot mESSI, EIIPRESS tUJGUSTA B.AI, BOUGU!iVILLE ISLAND. llotor torpedo boat. 
deotroTOd two ~ barpa 1n on undiaelooed looaticm, other aotor torpedo 
boatt ongagad an ..,...,. noatpan. and onoll(f guno on CAPE NAIIOR.I.D.I., oaat coaat 
ot NB1'J JREU.Nll . Apparen~lT OlD' boato ouatained no damage. 

On 5 llaT, roeonnaileance pl.onoa attaclood 5 and e&nk 3 ....U on-.r merchant 
... udo, 40 lliloo northeaat ot PULIJIIAT,CARCLIHE ISLANDS . 

A~ ll•Ol p.a., 5 llaT, t.,.... ot our 110tor torpedo boats •na• &ed !in ..,...,. 
amored bart;oo, two 011111,)' noatpl.aneo, and ohoro battorioo ott RATAN ISLAND, 
ooutboaat BOOQI.I!i'.'1LLli: ISUND . In thio ongag•ont actor torpedo boat No. 247 
•• loot. Tho !ollowin& eaouaJ.tiea ...,.. out tared1 one o!ticer Ai.ooin&, ono 
ottieer and one man aoric:Nal.T wounded. Thirteen ot tho peroonnel ..,,... re­
cowred. 
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UNITED STATES P LEET 

liiADOUAITUS 011 nil C0MWANDHJI ll'f ClltU 
NAVY DllPART'MENT, WA.!I IIIH'(ITON, D. C:, 

9 ··=· 6 ~ay 1944 

SOl/Tf! .\Ill) ~AL PACIFIC (Cont •d, ) 

strafed supplieo a~ I:ABA!:C.l PLA!<T ATIOII, east co.....t. ot !Z1 :I:RE!.A!'D. JJII:A 
ISL\IJ> cout.al cune ond instal.l.Atlono a~ KIF.r~ &rd l;tllL\ laJIEA, central e "ot 
co~ or 3lOOIDYTI.lS ISUJ:O, ""~ bambed b)' ticl>tor pmos en t~o •==>$ do.y. 

Dur111g ~he niat>t or 3-1. !!o.y, mo~or torpedo boats •<=nk "" ··~ b&rp 
west or !.!IK lllX ISLA!lD, orr tho norlhweat co"ot BOOGA!l;vnu; ISLAilD, '"d lll'bther 
b..rge ne~ n:.!'R::.SS AIICUSTA BAY, EOUCADiVIl.IZ ISL.'I!lD , Other torpedo boAts 
da:naged 2 of 5 hocvil)' anned enemy buges orr RAilTAII ISLAND, ooutheut 
BOUGI.ThVILU; IeLAilD . An att~tekins enemy float plone caused oome d~o to 
our motor torpedo bo&~o, but no per soM<Il c~ouo.ltios . 

At 7 :10 •·=· 4 L!o.y, 21 Corsairs Md ono Ventura b<l:lbed Wl~iaircrc.tt 
batteries on \WTJE. '!'his attack was tollo""d b)' oil;ht liberate>rs and b ter 
by 12 !.:itchello. 6 pl!Jl<lo w~re dOl>Oj;ed b7 o.~tiodreraft tire. 

At 8:25 •·•· 4 Uo.y, 6 Coroairo 11ttacked lllJ.l.?: antiaircraft b:rt.tariea. 
!:o untiaircratt. fire W&S encountered .. 

The lllOI!Il:ine aroa on llJIOJ ISL: .. ~O in JALUIT Atoll wao bQli>ed b)' 12 
l.litcbells on the IDOrning or 4 J!:l:r, l.!esc:or :11'<1 inaecurot• nntiaircr&ft 
!ire ,.,·ns ancount.erud. 

At 2 :00 !'·"'· 4 !.!~, 10 Dauntless ntto.c:kod Tl.ROA ontiaircr..Ct b<l.ttoriu. 
!.!oderate onti airera!t tire damaged two or ~he dive booi>ers. ~ aimilor 
force of aircra!t tollOI'Ied 20 :rinuteo later and attacked tho sne uea. 

At 6:08 p. oo. 4 !lay, 8 'lenturao b<l:lbed the southee.st runwo.y and b:.rro.c:ko 
e.rea on tlAiliW ISL.:.::D. Intonoo ant14Jrcratt tire oll.g>t}J' dam;ed 1 Ventura. 

'!'be subcurina H.\RD£!1 returned frOCI 911trol or the :IOI3AI ISJ,.I!:D area Me! 
reported tho tollo\'!l.ng reaulh: 

SUnk - 1 FUBUKI claoo DO 
l t roig>ter 

Total -

Damaged ond probably sunk -
1 FUBUKI class DD 

1,700 tons 
~tons 
'f.26i5 tone 

1,700 tons 
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RI:..\DQl'AnDJ or TKI ~ '" ouu-­
~AvY DCPA.a"ntL""'• WAIHtlloCTO:'t D c;., 

roUTH Alill CE!ITRAL PICIFIC (Cont •d , ) 

9 &.m. 6 ~ 1944. 

At. ~>bout 7:5/J a ,m, 2 l!a;r, 9 l.!itchelle bcrnbed tho J/J.UIT builc:lina area 
and r adio i not aU a ti ono on WIOJ . l.!eoaer Md inaccurate antio.ircraCt tire 
wae encountered . 

At 9 :35 a,a, 2 !.lay, 6 Cor aoira and an unreport ed rtu:tber or Hollcate 
attacked l.!ille antiaircr aft inatallationo. wee tires and explosions W'Oro 
atartod . Those planeo, aCtor rearming E>t I.!.\JIEO, q.lln at tnckod Uill3 at 
1:45 p .o . Prior to the flrot attack, 6 Hellcats strafed antiaircraft bntteriea, 

At 9:50 a.m. 2 !.!q, 13 Dauntl .. a bo:>bod :"mJE. 1Lazv s::aU tir•• were 
aeon . t;o antiaircraft tire was encoWltor<OCI . 

TA!!OA lOU strafed by 4 !lolltah at 9:15 &.D. 2 !.!q, Later , at 2 :25p.m., 
7 D.,nt lou mo1 4 Hellcats att acked TA!I)A, l!oqer antiaircraft tire wu 
encowltered and one or ~>Ore ot ow- pleres tailed to ~huT!, 

Betwoen 7 :58 p, Cl, and 10:59 p. m. 2 u..r, alsht Army Liber at ors ""re over 
TRIIK. Bombs st arted fireo on ETW and 00!!1.0!1 ISL\!IDS. Hits were aeorod on 
.. nrchllsht batter ies and airatripo. lloderatc and inaccurate antiaircraft 
lire was encountered . Two one..:• ntght ti:tlters wer e 1n the air, but did not 
ntt o.ck, All of ow- plane• ret urned without cnounlt iea . 

One Liberator otarted a largo fire 1n tho PONAPE TO.'.ll Aren o.t 10:07 p. m. 
2 !.lay, 

Durin!: the ~t or 2--J 118,7, reeonnaiooo.nco plMes dropped b<Ji:bo on 
BCIIPOP and CAF- ll/!l.!A.'lDJJU, out coaot or 1:1:. Il!D..I!iD. other r econnaiss ance 
pl&nu on 3 !.!q boobed target• on tho north,.st eout or lnJGm;vn.LZ lSL;.!;D 
and atratad POliOR.<: ISLJ.!ID , ott tho """t conot ot BUllA ISLA!:>. search pltnu 
&lao bocbed ltAvr::llG, !:;:;T IR:l.~Jl , 

On ) I!IQ', fires were s t arted in tho V\!NAT.A!IIJJ supply area, IZ.? BRITAIN, 
by J4 dive bad>ers. other dive bod>ore and torpedo plnneo attacked the VU:ll.­
l(:.l;Au airstrip and gun inotnllt.Uono , Bridges 1n the vicinity were ~ttacked 
&nc1 dootroyed . Antiaircraft lire d~ed 9 pl.Anoa. 

On tho """" da,y, the TOB.:l\A euppl:y area, Ni::IT ![UTAIN, """ otruck by 
tiQiter bombers , LIJ(UNAI revetment• ard M t.iaircraft positions ~<oro also 
Attacked . Tlarha..,ks set fire t o hut o on POR0.1All ISLAND nnd other fiahtoro 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADQUARTl!:R$ OP THE COMMAJ>DU IN Cltii!J' 

SAVY OJl.PARTt.tE~T. WASIU~GTO.S, D. C. 

SOUTH A!!D Cll!'l'JW. PACI!'IC (Cq 'd,} 

4 p.m. 5 lla.r 1944. 

'nle eulllarinee PARCH&, BI.NG and TDIOSA, eanlc two treightore and damaged 
three an 1 lla.y, 70 llilea of! the north ... at. CO&et. ot WZQI, On 4 lla,r, t.heee 
wbooerinu, in a coordinated attack, eanlc one t.ankar, live traightera, ma 
deet.ro79r and d.emaged two tl'eightere, aouth ot FOIUIOS.l. 

'!'he wbmarina SKATE duoaged and poaeibl,y ounk an 8,500 ton freighter, 
2l5 .U.ee northwest ot CHICHIJIII4. 

'!'he wlllarine GUAVDI.I., oo 25 April, eanlc a large traigbter, and, an 26 
April, eanlc t"" aoed.i\1111 treightero. In addition, on 22 .l.prU, a trawler wao 
d.emaged by gunfire. 

'nlo eubmarine HALIBil'l', eank one medi._ treighter, one coastal al.ne.l&Ter, 
one aupan and d.emaged two •di\1111 trdghtera northeast ot FO!UIC6A. 

The following io a IIWIIUr)' ot aucceaaea achieved by the aulxu.rino REX>Flll, 
in a patrol ot the PHILIP?DIE area, 

~ 

~ DD - FUBUJ(I Clue 
lAD 
l lreightar 
1 lre1gbter 
1 lre1ghter 

TOTAL-
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1,700 
10,000 

4,000 
7,500 

~ 
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co><tH<H n~.a UN I T £ 0 STATE S F lEE T 
Hl!ADC)UAWT"&Ii!S OP THJt COMMA~DI'!R IN CUUl.P 

"'AVY DRPARTM&:~. WASUI:O:CTC):ot, 1), C:. 

S9!IT!I AliD Cl'11TRAL PACI!'IC ( Cont 1 d , ) 

9 a.m. 5 War 1944. 

~comt.iou.nce plane a bombed the VCtlAPAI air strip at KA VI!NG1 11m 
IREU.ND, during the nigjtt of 1-2 Jlq. Antiaircraft tire damaged cot 
pl..&M. 

On 2 lla.f, dive and torpedo baobero attacked Taml'.A, NE'.f BniTAlll, &ir­
drOIIe inatallaticoo. Tlo:> ot 0\ll' planes "r• ehot dom by baa.,. antiair­
craft tire and a nlaber ot othero ouatt.ined dalllage, 

llitchallo bombed T.U.ILI and IIATUPI, NEW BRITAIN, at nooo, 2 Jla,T. Lars• 
fires and ellploeicoo .. ,.. obeerved. Antiaircraft tire da:Dagecl ho llitchelle, 

On 2 ll&,T, building a on tho VIJlWWlBI plantation• near RA!IAIJL, IIEII IIUTAIN, 
•re attacked and eat on !ire br 30 ti&jltor boabore. Fishtor planeo oat 
on tiro 3 truclca and 3 beached bar&•• 1n ltU.AGIJNA BI.Y, Nm IREUI!D. Dive 
bombers atruclc at BUKA ISUHD ~al guns and tighter planes atratod tar­
seta along the eouthaaat coaat or BCXIQ/t.INVILI.E lSUND. 

DuriJ>& the night ot 2-3 Jlq, JDOtor torpedo boeta damaged a SIWll en01117 
ftaaol and a barge eaot ot NUSALAUJ. ISUND, aouth of NEI7 KAIIOV!R. 

At 8102 a.m., J lla,y, TAROA antiaircraft batteriea wre bombed by 10 
Oauntleee and 4 Kollcato. Forty minutea later, a eimilar force again struck 
the area. lloderato anti aircraft fire dltagod 3 Dauntless. 

Bot""" 8:25 a.a,, and 9:02 a.m., 3 ll&,T, llitchells bombed the radio 
ata.tion on AINE11AJ! ISLAND, JALUIT ATOU.. 

roTJE mtiaircraft gun inst&ll&tiona wre bombed by llitchells bot ... en 
11:34 a.m., and ls22 P•'"•• 3 Jl&,T. No ontiaircraft tire Re mcoWitered. 
Later, at 1:45 p.m. , 24 Coraairo and l Ventlll'a, bombed shore installations 
""' l!orJE. Inten.oo li&l>t oaliber antiaircraft 1'1re damaged the v ... tur&. 

llliJ.I: inat&Uatione wro attacked br S Ccr84ira at l2t2S p.m., 3 lla.f, 
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U NITED STATES F LE ET 
H!ADOUARTElt$ Of Til& Cot.UdANDB:Il II( CUU~P 

NAV\' Dt:.PARTMIU'T, WASIU!'COTON. D. e. 

SOOTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

9 a.m. 4 lla,y 1944. 

On l 11&7, dive and toi'J*Io banbere attacked t!W' politiono na&r RA.a.I.UL, 
flEW BJUTADI, daatroy.d ttu-.o and duagad tbrao oix~incb guno. l!hlll\:f an­
tiaircrart !ira ahot dmln ""' din balber and doagod one torpado booaber . 
7ho pUot o! t ho doatrcyod plano •• raconrad, 

.\t nC><>n, l lla,y, dive end torpedo bombore ot&rted !iraa at VIINAK.UIBI, 
RABAUL Araa, NEW !IUTADI, and tighter planao eat on !ira t100 be.rgoa in 
KE.'!A'lll llAI, NEW BRlTAIN. One Coraair !aUod to nturn, On tho .,.... cay, 
llitcbello banbed coaat&l. gun inat&l.laticno at BORPOP, HE'll IREL.I.HD. 

During l lla,y, 38 Airlcobrao attacked m.oi'OI&I targets along the coaot 
ot BCI(A ISIJ.ND and BOOGAIIIVll.IE ISIJ.!Cl. Building a at 'l'IIIPUTS IIISSION, 
northeaot coaot ot B:XJQAINVILLE ISL\IIl, wen destroyed, 

~lOlS... 
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UNIT ED STATES FL EET 
H!ADQUAlTERS 0 11' -nn~ COMMAND!k Itt CUIE:P 

NAvY DE:PA.RTME.'WT. WASJIJ~GTOS, D. C, 

SOUTH Allll CmTRAL PACIFIC {Cont' d.) 

9 a.m. :l 1111¥ 1944. 

two barges, one ot WU.ch ""' carr.rin& 1~ Jape and 0\lppliea and aleo d.l.m&ge<i 
two other bargoo. Trucka and hOilau in tho IIABAUL are& wore sot on tiro. 

P'i&hter --r>• atrated and bod>od 0\lppl,y areaa and inatallationa on 
.BOOGAINVlLIB and 1n BUKJ.. 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
HBADC)UARTUS OF TUB COMM.A~OER lt<4 CHI&!' 

KAVV DJ!:PA.RTMS~T. WASH.ISCTO.~. D. C. 

SOl/'lll AND CllNM PACII'IC (Cont 1d,) 

9 ..... 3 llay 1944. 

en 1 llay, at 10120 a.a., 42 Arf4¥ Lil>.r&tore IU.t 17AKE ISLAND. A largo 
upl.oeion occurred at tho north end.. Tho onti&ircratt tire ""' moderate. 
'l'wo ot our planoo outtored &li&ht. d&.al&&•. Throo Wlllll,f plonoe were over tho 
target but ortorod no interception, 

In tho interval botwwm 7150 a.m., and 2110 p.~:~., 1 ll.a,y, 13 ll&zoino 
Coreairo hit liJLLE. eno direct hit no oocurod on <111 &nti&ircr&tt gun. 
'!'hero wao no anti&ircratt tiro. 

en l II&.T, at 10155 a.m. , 4 Holle& to and 10 ll&zoino D&unUooo planoo 
bombed T.\1101.. Tho anti&ircratt tiro wao mo~or. 

IIOI'JE wae otruck br 10 ll&rino Daunt1ooo planoo, on 1 II&,T, at 8115 a . m. 
Tbo anti&ircratt tiro •• ,..&k, One hit waa aocured on an antiaircratt 
battorr which cauaed a aull upl.ooi011, 

en 1 II&.T, at 8120 a,a ,, 8 llitchollo blaot.od POl!APE and ot&rt.od a largo 
.xplotion and tiro on tho old airfield. The ant.i&ircratt !ire wao 100dorato. 

El.owa llitchollo lllt JALUIT, on l llay, trom 8115 a.m., to 9120 a.m. 
Tho antiaircratt. tiro wae ae&«or and inaccurate. 

During the night ot 29-30 April, patrol pl anes !rom SOPAC, hit KI.VIENO 
and BORPOP, NE'II IR£LiiND. 

en 30 April, patrol plonoo bolllbed IIOSIGA and other inotall4tiono in tho 
northoo.ot part ot BOUGAINVILLE. 

D.-looo diYO boooboro and Avengoro ot.ru<:k tbo run....,.. and anti &ircratt. 
guno at LAKlJN.U, RABAUL. It oppearo that tho anti&ircratt tire dootrored 
0110 DaunUooo dive bolober. 

Si.rtoon D&untlooo dive ~~ and 12 .I.Yongoro attacud RATAVAL, RABAUL. 

llitcboll boooboro and Dountlooo diYO bcmbero doat.rored two bu1J.dingo and 
couood firoa in VUl!AKA1!BI PUNI'ATIO.N. 

Lightning• and Worha..U otarhd !iroe in tbo ,...votmonto and caused a lar&• 
upl.ooion oa tho runw-.r at VU!iAlWIA.U, 1Wl41JL, 

'l'wo Lil>.ratoro attacked RAPOPO . One pliiNI •• ~ed b,T ontUircr&tt 
tiro. 

l'i&htor -I'• oat on tiro bouooa 011 tho o&ot coo at of NF.W lRllUHD, ex­
ploded an on_,. tloatplano, d&ua•d an 01>011\1 motor torpedo bot.t, deat.rored 

~ 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 

HB.ADQUARTERS OP TlU! CO.t.1MAt'fDEP. 11'1 C11Ut' 

NAVY D!PARTMI'".}o"l', WASIUJr<GTOS, t), C. 

SOUTH AND CDi'I'!W. PACiliC (Cont. 1 d,) 

9 a.m. J 11"1 1944 

Follol'ing their operstione againet HOLLANDIJ., taek !orcee ot tho 
Pacitic Ploet, under command ot Vice Admiral Uarc A. Witecber, attacked 
othor enea,r baoee in tho Central Paeitic. 

Inetallationo in tho TIIIJl( ATOLL ,..re blAsted by curier aircratt on :lO 
April and l lla,y. en the tiret da;(, the Jap planoo came out all brkht eyed 
and bueh,y-t&il~. There .,... intonM antiaircratt tiro and weak but deter­
lllin~ txmbing run a bf onl!lll;{ txmbero. At leaet aixty en-.r planee ""re shot 
d01111 bf our tightora and tin b:r our ab1p' a gunfire. SixtT ene"\1 groun~ 
plmoo wre deetro1"d. On the aecond d/l:f 1 CllllJ' """ ..,...., plane appeared and 
be ""* quicklJ' liquidated. Durin& tho oocond d/l:f, tho intense antiaircraft 
tire preniled again. llan,r tires wro etartod on the ial.anda in the atoll, 
and it 1o bolinod eonoidorable deetruct1on wae 1ft'ought 011 shore inatalla.­
tiOils by apprOldllatelT aoo ton• ot boaba dropped in tho two d&T'• attack. 

It 1a belln~ the aaddened Jape atill l1 ving on milK will n .. d 11111ch 
ohipping such aa that io tod&T, to rebuild their be.oo. No ilnportant lllei!Q' 

ahipo wre oncountared. 

It 1a r eported that tho doetro,..,r llacDenough undoubtedly ounk a Jap 
8Ubzl&ri.DO bocauae articloa ...,.re recoYerod indicating that thor belonged to 
tho ODOII,T. 

en l 11"1, cruioora, Wldor the cOIIIII&Ild ot Rear Admiral J. B. Olondort, 
bombarded SJ.TA\fAN ISlAND 1 IWIOI ATOLL, tor tllo bOIU'o and created cmotorna-­
tion. 

On 2 lla,y, PONJ.PE _, attacked b:r <>&rrier-baaod a.ircratt and sholled 
bf bottlelhipo ccoooan<led b:r Vice A<biral Vi, A, Loe. The result. are \ll'llalo'c1 

but it 1a a cort&inty that havoc •• done. 

None ot 0111' ohipo - doaa&ed in on¥ ot theoo operation• . Prel:IJI>J.nory 
roporte indicate that about. 20 pilot• and 15 •n ore aiaa1ng, but .,_ ot 
th- were roc.,.,.red by tho couragoou.a and otticiant work o! tho tNl:marino 
TANG. Our plano loaooo wro light. It is reported that tbo low collin&, 
pro•o.Uina Oftr tho target area, md the intonoo anti&ircra!t tiro, accounted 
tor tho majority ot t ho planeo allot dom. 

In i to laet da;r, ott HOLLAIIDIA, thie taak force ahot dooiD tin &n8111J' 
aoarch pl.olwo. 

IOIY 
~ 
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UNI TED ST AT ES F LEET 

H!ADQUA.RTllt$ 0Y THP. COJ.iMAJ'<OEJt IN Q lli!F 

S Avy DEPARTliBI'IT. WA.SJH~CTO!'t, 0 , C. 

9 G.m. 2 MO¥ 1944, 

SOUTH i\!!!l Cti'TP.Al. PACIFIC 

one thousnnd pound b:>mbo . I t also stra.Ced ETEN end UOZ!i ISLAND airstrips . 
The nntiaircr a!t fire wcs intense . 

'The subm~ine li.A.KS1 retlJJ"ning from o. war patrol, l"'eports as tollo·n·s : 

27 !.!arch - I n the evening , in K.\RD.L\TA S'I'RAIT, western BO!I!;;ro, in 
a. sul:merged at tack, "unk tt large unescort ed oU tanker . . 

2 April - Ear l,y in the morning, 
convoy, da~ag•d ~~ enemy freighter. 
ST?.:JT. 

in tn :lttack on a five ship escorted 
This attack occurred east of SIXGAPORE 

~ April - An hour lat er, a little to th• southwut, sank a large escorted 
oU tanker. 

A ~ of the darn3ge i nflicted on tile enemy i ndicates the sinking of 
two l arge oil tanker s for " tot:ll of 20 , 405 tons end t he d!l!!ogi~ of an enerey 
frei ghter for an estimated 6,000 tons, 
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UNITED ST ATES FLEET 
H~ADQUART£15 OP TM£ C0)tWAND&R IH CIUF.P 

NAVY O!PARTME-'"T, WASJUN"C1'0N. O. C. 

9 " · "' · 2 1180' 1944 . 

SlU!li AND CENTR.U. P/iCIFIC 

On 26 April, 6 J ape, atte:npting t o eac:.pe by canoe fi'Ol:l PO:'iEJ..L llAROOR, 
south RADAUL, were killed by our fight ers, 

The following air str ikes were r epor t•d on 29 April: 

lolitchell pl anes started fires at RA!'OPO, RAD,illl, 

Huts were fired on the west coast or K~iN IREl.IJID by f i g,ter sweeps . 
One of our l!ellcats was da'll3.ged , 

t.venger s and Dauntless dive bombers bombed barracks at B!JiiTAIII VILLJI:JE, 
LONAHMl, southett-St BUKA, atld bracketed coastal gune at BUKA. 

At BUKA, at various place.s on the runYiay and rev'!tl!lents, fires were 
started by J.:itchells, ..no also bombed the disper sal ru'eas and rw1way at KAllA, 

Eleven Airacobras st rafed BUKA and other OOUG~Ir/VILLE t argets . They 
started fires at SIPAAI l.!I.SSION, northwest OOUCAIN'/n.IE , 

Dauntless di ve boltbers and Avengers bombed coastal guns at B'JKA, 

At TINPUTS, L:l.ghtni<13s oet a house on fire , 

Buildings were destr oyed by Airaeobrao on KIETA strip and at LONTI S, 
northwest !lUKA. At sout h KIETA PLI.XTATIOii, a building was sot on fire, 
The bridge at h'U'..!A !:tl'.!A was attacked. At AITARA, hut& wer e fired , BAITS!, 
southwest OOUGAUr.ri:LLE, wa!l banbt!d, as also were oil drtuns on a s:nill island 
in ~ATCHI!l BAY, 

During the night of 28-?.9 April, a 9atrol !>lane fro.'ll SoPao bombed the 
airstri:> at KAVTiliC 'lU\1N and south KUPOTA!! VILLAllE, t~l H.INOVER . 

Duri ng 29 April , patrol planeo bombed KATSit!KOVERI and a barge and s ome 
huts at SINA.'lAI 1/ ILLAGZ, northeast OOUGJ\Ih'V!ll.$ . On t ho northwest coast or 
WKA, villages were strafed, 

On 30 Apr il, at 8 :1,5 p, o ,, ono of our P"trol planes prob&bly dam1J€ed 311 

enemy light cruiser anchored northeast of ETEii ISLI<IID, Tl\UK ATOLL, with throe 
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HI.ADQUARTUS OF 'Milt COMMM¥01. IH CHIEF 
t-IAVY D!:PA.RTM£N'T, WAIIUKflTO~. D C, 

4 P•"'• 1 l.!a;r 1941 .. 

s:l'JTH Al!!l Cfl<TRAL PACI!'IC (Cont'd , ) 

h . !}.- On U\e aor~ or ~ l.pr il, ott U\e norU\""ot tip or WZO!l, 
vf"" Pl!IliP!'IIllS, a eoordilutod attock ~ Blue euMmnos on " ten-ship ·~ 

eonw;r resulted in U\e sinYinB or two onem,y !Mif)>ters and the dooaeins 
or three oU\ere . 

- Enrl:r in tho morning of g2_ April , MOther BWE sub:rarlno attnekorl a 
oouU\-bound convoy oft the nci'tl.woot tip of WZON. This ecnvoy eoneiet­
ed or aevon enemy froi~ tors with etch t escort s . The suboarino unk four 
ot the convoy ond ~aoaged another ship, During 27-28 l.pril, thh s:v.e 
suboarino sank t'OO I r:.ttlers. -=-
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 

H&ADOUAITP5 OP n11 C0WWA.);DI:I HI CKtZJt 
NAVY DflPARn.t~T. WAJHINGTON, D. C. 

SOUTH JIID C<J.'TP.Al. PAClfl!: (Coot 'd.) 

9 a.m. 1 WA¥ 1944. 

The runn,y area and old &ir!ield at PONAP:& •• bombed br S lU tchello 
on 29 April, at 21 45 p.m. 'the antiaircro.tt. tire wae meager. 

J. Vent\IJ'a attaekod TAO!A:ll A'l'OU. and atratod tho bu.Uc!in& area thoro. 
'nloro wu no onti&ireratt tiro and no activit¥ •• oboorwd, 

Dn 29 April, at 2106 p.m., 10 ll&rino Dauntlua dive b~re dropped 
FOPAB&nda leatlete on WO!'JE . Tho anti&ircro.tt. t iro •• maager. 

TRIIK, .,., 29 April, tr011 8:13 P•"'• • to 10132 p.m. , wu bombed br 18 Are!f Liboratoro. Tho ant1&1reratt ti,.. wu OOa&or. Exploaiona w re eHII. 
,.,.. wore thJ'oe to tour on-.r airero.tt. cboerwd o ... r the target. No dames• 
r01ultod t o our plane a nor ... ro anr injiiJ'ioe J'$Co1Yod. 

J. Liberator started two tires on POIIAPE, on 29 April, at 10130 a.m • 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H'!ADOUAITKU CW Till: COWWANtWIC HI CUIU 

tlAvY DUA.ITlolL'n', WAJHI"'Cl'Of'il:, D C. 

SOim! AlCD C!!'J!T!!AL PACII'IC (Ccnt 1d, ) 

9 a.a. 1 Ua¥ 1944. 

IIILLE ATOLL wao ltl'\IOk by 7 Coraairo in two atri koa, on :2l! .l,pril, once 
at 7120 a.m., and than lator at 10110 a.o, Tho targot a wero tho heavy anti­
aireraft poaitione and coastal a.r .... gw~o, tlo antiaircraft tire ""s r ... 

ceiftd, 

On 28 April, at 91l8 a.a., POIIAPE wao blut•d by J llitchallo and again 
br tiYO -ro of tbe •- plano a at 11:26 a.a. Tha roVet.nta and tho n.nway 
em tho now airtiald ......, hit, Tho antiaircraft tiro wao IIOdarato. Our plonea 
re .. 1Yod no damap, 

Twel.Yo llitcbell plane. struck JALIJIT frc. 9110 a.m,, on 28 April, to 
10145 a.01. The hoa.,. antiaircraft poaitiono Oft Elll1lCit and the 1>\lllding area 
on EIIIDJ, were tbe targoto. A tire woo started at the latter place , The an­

tioircratt tire nriod !1'01'1 n oaaor to none at all, 

110TJB wao bit by tho •- llitchall planu on 28 April, froat ll1 SO a .a., 
to l:JO p.a., and t he boabo which they dl'oppecl on tho Ol&g&Sineo on tho north 
end ot t ho ill and, otartod a lara• t ire. There ,., no ontiaircraft de!enoa. 

On 28 April, at 11110 a.m., 24 Corsair• and 2 Vonturaa bombed and otrated 
tho 111041a1ineo and motor pool on WOI'JE . Tho antiaircraft !ire wal wo&k. 
Sli&ht d&ll&ge wu incurred by two or our plan ... 

4t 21)0 p.m. , em 29 April, 11 4nl,y LU>.ratora bl&ltod JAU/lT, 0! the 38~ 
tee• ot tx.be dropped, it 1a utiaatod. tbat SO-' tall on tho ialand. 

On 29 April, 6 V&nt\ll'U hU JAIKJR, ElliBOR and IUBBEilBOCK, JALUIT 1 at 
)122 &,m,, and 2100 P.llls 

Tho 111111 poeiti ono on !IIYIICI\ nre ot ruck by l2 llitohello Oft 29 April, 
!rca 81lO a,o, 1 to lOoOO a.a. 

On 29 April, at 1113 p.a. , 4 Hallcate atr&tod Wlli!2\BOCX and tho l>\lild.­

iftao cc IIII!I!OR. 

4t 7•40 a.a., cc 29 April, an Anq Libarator photograph plano boo:.bod 
CUD politione on PliiDJ. The <lotonoi n fire !rca 'IIJ'iouo t1p1o ot antiaircraft 

SUN •• -&or. 

FrCII 8:45 a . m., to 10:45 a,a, , on 29 April, TAROA was strafed and bombed 
by 8 Hallcato and 20 llarino Da\llltltu plane•. Tho antiaircraft tir,l •• 
IIOdarate. ClDo Dawltl oaa plano roca1ft<l ainor ~8'• 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIAD()UAIT1Ull OF 1'U! C0M.MA.."f0£1t I N CHili,. 

t-I.AVY Ol!r'ARTMP.NT, WASHl~GTON, (), C 

SOOTH Alffi C¥TRA!, PACIFIC (Cant' d , ) 

9 a .... l lla,y 1944 

I 
() 

During tho night of 28-29 AprU, 111otor torpedo boato trOCJl EIIIRAU 
ISLAND, attacked at &bout SOO JOrd& range two north-bound yohioloo on 
a coastal road oaot ot KAVllNO. One target wao otoppod, tcok fire and 
exploded. 

DurinB tho night or 27-28 April, night potrol planoo !rOCJl SOPAC, 
oiloncod antiaircraft guna at IIOSIGA, southwest BOOGAINVILLE. They aloo 
ballbed CAPE KOlOPAN, northeaot BUKA; 

A plano craohod ott the oouth central port or NE\7 IRELAND, aft or 
attacking KOKA PLANTATION . 

During 28 April, tho toll<>llin8 air act1Yity wao reported !rOill SOPAC: 

llit.chell planeo struck RAR>PO a.nd VlJ!lAKANAU, 1n the RABAUL Aroa. 
Antieireratt tire <IAwagod one plane. 

AYengoro bombed KERAV~T, RABAUL. 

VU!iAKANAU, RABAlJL, wae hit by tightero and bombora. Tho runwa.r and 
huto were tho targoto. 

On a tighter •- P through the BLSIIARCKS, a tuel. oiled on tho DUKE Of' 
YCRK ISlAND wao aot on tire and bargeo and huta nro otratod 1n the amall 
villages on tho out coast of NErt IRELAND. 

Eight Airacobrao hit the antieireratt pooitiono and biTouac oupplr areao 
1n IWIAGATA, oouthweot BOOOAINVIUE. 

Othar pl&neo bombed KIA RAB bridge, oouthweat interior BOOOAINVIUB; 
tual drulllo at TINPUTS PLANTATION, and o large quonoot ohopod hut at TEOPASIHO, 
northo1.0t coaot BCUGAINVU.U:, wero alao hit. 

During 29 April, a pa-trol plano tl'OID SOPAC, attacked two ....U voooalo 
near the north entrance or PULITIIAT lagoon, and c achooner ne&r PATIDAU ISLAND. 

On 28 April, at 11:25 a.11., l.6 ll&rino Dauntless planes and 8 Hellcats 
hit TAROA, IULOELAP ATGU., and concentrated on coastal do!enao gun• and uea­
ainoa. The antiaircraft tiro •• lliO&gor. Slight damage •• received b,y 2 
Dauntl••• planoe. 
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UNITE D STATES FLEET 

HIADQUAJtTERS OP THY. CO>iMASlttR IN CUIU 

NAVY DE:PARTJ.ir.NT, WA.SJUNGTO~. O. C. 

9?\JTH AND CENTR.\L PACIFIC ( Cont 'd, ) 

9 a.m. JO April 1944. 

On tho morning o! 27 April, Dauntleoo din bombors and Avengers baobad 
tho runway and antiai.rcra!t positicns at r.AVlENG, NE\T IRELAND. Fow- of tho 
Dauntloso planes nre damaged by anti&iro~aft !ire and one o! them was !orcod 
to land on !IURAU ISLAKD. 

The rupplJ' aroa at TALILI was bombed by llitchell planes and the antiair­
craft !ira damaged three o! tho bombera. 

Tho a&mo area .as attacked by Dauntless dive bombora and Avengers and 
expl.oaions and fires rooultod. Two Avengsrs ware damaged by antiaircratt 
fire. 

TOBmA airfield at RABAUL was hit by 4 Liberators. 

Largo tires ""re startod 1o tho TALILI ........Ution dwnp area by 4 Aira­
cobras . 

Fighter aweeps set on fire a barge 1o SillPSCt< HARBOR, l!Ail.<UL, and another 
one carrying oil drUIDJI in KABANGJ. BAY, was aleo set on t ire. A posoi ble oil 
storage and six trucka wero firod at KERAVAT. 

The mouth of the lWlO RIV.ER, in south BOUGADNIU.E, .as bocbed en 27 
April, by patrol planes. These same planes also hit ontiaircra!t pooitions 
ooutb o! BUKA and POI'O!Wl and YAIIE ISLANDS, ott the north""ot coast o! BCli-
GAlHVIWl. ~ 

Additio.nal details ot t he strik~do by 20 Liberatore on TRUK, 011 tho 
morning or 27 April, indicatoo thatrJ~Japaneoo night !ightero intercepted, 

ot wbich waa ohot dooon, Tho antiaircra!t tiro accouotod tor one Libera-

• 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H!ADQt!Awn:u or TN& cou.t.&AtlDd ,., Onu 
HAY'( D&FAitTND'T, WAJfii"(GT0N, 0. C. 

4 p . !!!. 29 Aj>rU 1944. 

!W'n! AIIO CENTRe], PACIFIC (Cont •d . ) 

At 10: 55 p.:n. , 27 April, tho U. S. flavy carj!O vessel &TJJ.!Ill (IJ(-9,3) 
was ser iously danagod nt IJ.T/ll'!, IIEI'I GUINEA, men etruek by o. oodium 
boillb roleased by one of three erwo~ey pl"""s over the ..,.., .:>t that t\me . 
Only one c.:>•uolty (Amy onliot <><l) was roportod. ~ ,_; fsYw -r 
~ -1-c:, I.- '"l.....-rJ_ ~ ~ ~ 

"- I~ ~l--
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 

liJtADOUA.RT!JtS. OP n iB COMMANDBSt llrf CHlEP 
NAVY Dl!"PARTMENT. WASIUI«lTOS, 0 . C. 

9 a . m. 29 April 1944. 

SJUTH AlfD C!:!lTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d, ) 

Durinfl the ni&ht of 27- 28 April, 20 Army Ubor ator• bombed r:TEN, 
1!0:':11, PARAN and OlJBLON ISLANDS in the TRUK Atoll. A laree tire wao 
obeerved, Antiaircraft fire wao Mager. Althoueh oevera.l eno!llY fighter• 
l'ere air borne, they did not intercept . 

On tbe nl.eht of 27 April, two Liberator• bombed l'ONAP!l TO~IN lllld 
old airfield install ations . A fl.r e storted. 

l L 
.;t 5:08 n.m. 26 April, 7 photo planes end 7 Army Uborators boll'.bed 

and photogr aphed GUiol.! . No Mthircra!t fire we.• cncruntered. ~Jumerous 
en8"11Y pl.a.ms were obaerved on the i sla.trl 1 s two f ields, but no intercep­
tion we.s ettornptod, 

Sl.x Venturas bombed l.!ILLE at 8 :15 a.m . 27 April and again at 1:32 
p .m. Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered . All our plenes return­
ed without da:nage. l.!IlLE wu also bombed by 6 Corsai rs at 10: 5<) a . m. , 
followod by 5 other Cor sairs ~t 2:25 p .m. 1:o antioircraft fire """ 
encountered, in tbe l ast two attac:ks. 

ENY!lCl! antiaircr aft positions i n JALUIT Atoll weN booitbod by l2 
J.:itehells between 8 :25 n.m. end 9:58a.m. , 27 April . !!eager antiair­
era.tt fire was encountered, but ell planes retomed without dc.m,.ge . 

Between 1 :15 p .m. and 2 :00 p. m. 27 April, 4 photo planes ;nd 6 
Liberat·ors bombed PCNAPE town and L~lGAR ISLM'D . l!oS'Jlts of the bomb­
ing wera not reported. All planes returned without da:nage . 

At 3 p .m. 27 April, I'ONAI'E oirfiolda were attacked by 6 l!itchello, 
but results were unobserved . Uo antiaircrc.tt fi,re encon.ntored . 

On 27 /lrril, TIOTJE wa.s attacked by 11 Uitehells, 24 Corsairs ond l 
Vontura. 1/eak antiaircraft tiro encounter ed. All planes r eturned without 
dOJt!age. 

At 9:22 a, Jll , 27 April, TAaOA was athcked by 10 Dauntlu• and 4 Hell­
cats . The att e.ck WM r epeated at 2 :00 p. m. Codorate antiaircr aft fire 
was encoutrt.ered, but all planes returned without. dam.aae. 
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U NITED STA T ES FLEET 
HEADQUAitT'&R$ 0 1) TilE C0MMANOI!R IN CHIB, 

NAVY OEPART't.lt.''T. WASIIISG'f'OS. D. C. 

SQ!.ITH AI!!? CBNTRAL PACIFIC (Cont. 1<1.) 

4 p.m. 28 AprU 1944. 

~ the nlcht of 25-26 Apr'U, reconnal.lloanc. pl&Mo bollbe4 tho KAV:miG, 
11111 IliEl..JIID air otrip. Reoulte wro not reported. 

em the .orn1n& ot 26 April, ci1Ye and torpedo boabera att.ackad ins~ 
Uooo at IW'OPO 111d VU!WWIAU, :I.D tho RABAtn. Area, NEW BRITAIII. Th<o LAI(IJN.U 
air otrip 111d cU.peroal araa •• boabed b7 llitcballo, and tichter boabero 
otnack at TCei!RA and IERAV.U'. ~ torpedo bolober t ailed to rot11rn and tour 
clift booobero wro claJDaged b.r antWrcratt tiro . 

Din and torpedo bolllbeors otruck at gun poo1t1ono m BU1CA ISIAJG), cluring 
the attemoon of 26 April. Tho TCJICLEI harbor area, ocutheaet BOUGAINVILLE 
lSIAJG), •• boabed b.r J llitebelle and Warhawko deotrorod a nllllber of buto 
alq tbo northout coaet of BOOGAlNV.ILI.E ISL.UID. 

~ 26 Apr'U, roconnaioeaneo planoo domoliobod buts at TARAR.I. and otart ed 
tires at DCURB, bot h on the eaot central eoaet of B<MlAIIIVIU.E ISUND. 

~ 26 April, the air1'1o1d on .ALET ISLAJII, Ptn.tmAT A1'<1.L, no bombed b7 
a rooonnaioeanco plane and a llUIIIbor of tiroo otartod. Intone• antiaircraft 
tiro alightl,T claJDaged the plane • 

.l.ccording to pro111Dinar,r reports, 17 Liberetors attacked DUBLCJI ISIAJG), 
1n 'l'lli.IK A'!OLL, on tbo e&rl.T 80nling of 27 April. l"urt.her detail• are not 
aft1lable at t.h1e tiJDI. 

~ 27 April, the S.I.TAIIAII ru.n-.r, C~LIIIE group, wu bombed br a roeon­
nai .. anee plana. Tbo run-.r waa reported IIJlaeorvicoablo. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HE:AllQUAilTERS OP THE Co~n.tAt<DEa I~ CIIIRF 

.'i AVV DEPARTNBJ'o'T, 'NASlUNGTO~. D. C'. 

SCAJT!! AND COOJW, PACII'IC ( Ccot' d,) 

9 a,m, 28 April 1944. 

G 
~ the earl.r 110mina ot 25 A)lril, 15 SOPAC Liberatore bombed DUBLO!I, 

IICEII, FtaiJI, UIWI and FALO ISI.AilDS1 in the TRUX ATOLL. a .. ul.to wre not 
reported, A nlllber ot Japaneee ~ tig.ht.ro wre oeen but did not 

ttacl<, -

011 tho momiD& ot 25 April, dift and torpedo boobera attacked BalPOP, 
NBII' IRELAHD, and LAXUIIAI, NEW BRITAIN, airdr011e inetallationo. ~~ di'nl 
bomber ,... ahot do'llll b7 ant1&1rcratt t ire. The TC8l!RA runwar and rem­
amto wre attacked by 23 lliteballa and a !ira atarted. Pour llitehells 
ouatained da.u&• bJ' &ntiaireratt tire. On the - morning, a Liberator 
bCIIbed SATA'IWI, CAROLl!IE ISLUIOS. Reaulta wre not reported, 

During the lllOJ'Ding ot 25 APril, 8 Coraaira etNCI< at targata beheen 
CAPE SASS and FA'1'11II.JJ(, en the north eoaet ot !lEY/ IRBLAND, while 8 H&Ueata 
deatro,Yid a aull boat in the RABAIJL Area, NEW BRITAIN, and atrated .._ 
aqui~nt in tho Yicin1t7. BAI'TSI atocl< pllee, in the acuthwaat interior 
ot aJUCAIJIVlLLE ISLAIID, were attacked b,Y l2 llreeobru and t1r .. atarted. 
Twel:n din bCIIbera bCIIbed AIINIJLLAl LSL\IID, oouth SHO!lTllND ISI.AND, but 
reaulto were not reported. Fr<a tbeoe operat1cna, two planee talled to re­
tum, 

~ 25 April, cur aircraft attacked CIOII¥ 1nat4llaticne in IIATCHIN BAY, 
nortbweot BJUCAINVILLE ISLIJID. Reaulto wre not reported, 

[ 

Tbe aulaarine SE.\H<J!SII:, cn 17 April, aank a large IDOII¥ troigbter and, 
en 21J April, an RO claoa ..w.arine, in the IW!LUIAS o.rea, ¢ /~a- a. 

- '""•~di u,.,.a ~.tan r "" The a1laarina TRIGGEI!, during the nigbt ot 25-26 April, aank tour llarua 
~cl ODII ~J!F• 
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UN I TED STA T ES FL EET 
HIAOQUARTERS OP THI C0)U.IANDCR lH CHill' 

~AVY DEPAR.TMBNT. WA$111:-.'CT'OS. D. C. 

SO!J'lll A!ll CJII'llW. PACiliC (Cent 1<1,) 

9 ..... 27 Apz-11 1944. 

Six Coroaira bombecl IIIUJl twice Oft 25 AF1l, and acora<l a d.iract hit 
Oft a coaat&l <let .. ea b&t tarr. lleager ODd aocurata anti&ircratt !ira .. , 
.,countered 1n tt>o t1rot attack but n<>ne 1n the oacond. 

'l'hNa L1b&ratora baobacl l'afAP! TCWII ODd the old airfield at 2•45 a.a., 
26 April. a .. ulte nro not reported. No anti&ircratt !ira •• enco\lllterad, 
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U NI T ED STATES FLE ET 
H!ADQUARTnRS Of' THI! CoM.MANDBR J~ CIIU!.F 

NAVY DBPARTt.f&."fT, WASHINGTON. D. C. 

soon! N!D cprnw. PACI7lC (Coot 1d,) 

DllriAc th<o night ot 23-24 April, NCOM&ioaonco plano• attecked air• 
c!Joaoo wtallatioruo at Ba!POP, NEll IRXL.UID, Roaulta wore not roportod, 

OD tho oarl.7 aCII'ninc ot 24 April, 17 SOPAC Liberatore attacked TRU!t 
ond started a largo !ira at Fl!F.U, P'urth<or detaila are not &'failal>le at 
tb1a t:t. . 

ill&r1Di the IICJ'Il1D& of 24 April, 10 Ail'acobraa attacked TOBmA, north-
... t NEll Bll'fAlll, while other tighter pl.anoa ... pt on.r IWIAIIL, NET. BRlTAlN­
NEII lRiLAIID, az>d aot "" tira 19 truclu in tho !WlAUL Area. 'l'heao pl.anee aanl< 
a bup ott ltt.VII!IIG, NEll IRELN!D, and eat mother OD tiro in llJJ(UI!ElE BAY, 
wst coaot of tho o•mn Pl!liiNSUU, NEll BRlTAlJI. other plan•• attecked tar­
cote in northoaot, central ooat and aouth interior of BOUGAIIVll.l.E lSUIID, 
witb unlcn0111 reauJ.ta, Tarpta along tho north coast ot SHOR'll..UID lSUIID 
wro aloo atteclud. 

TACJIOI ATOLL wu bOIIbod b7 2 Venturaa at 101,30 a.m., 25 AJ)2'il. Se'fOral. 
buildinso wra dootro)'ed, Except tor -os•r r1tlo tire, no antiaircraft 
!ire -.. cCOUDt.ered. 

Bet-n U102 a,a,, az><l )1.3,3 p.a_,, 25 April, U llitcheUo dropped bolllbe 
on !IO'l'.JE, llaulto wre not reported. Jlo antia1l'cratt tiro waa oncov.ntore<l. 
Botwen l1.3) p.a., and 2116 p,a, , 2.3 Ara)' Liberatore boabod !IO'l'JE and otarted 
largo tiroo in tho aqaaino aroo, llo ontia1l'cratt tiro •o ODcountored . At 
1100 p.a., 110rJE waa thoroughJ.7 atrated. b7 2.3 Coroaira and two tirn atarted. 
~r antiairoratt tiro d..agod ""' Cora air . 

At 121.30 p.a., 25 April, tho old and now airfiel do on !'aiAPE •re bombod 
bJ 8 llitcholla. Sonral tiroa atarted, Antiaircratt tire wae aoagor, 

At 1115 p.a., 25 AJ)2'U, 16 D&unt.leeo and 8 RaUcata attacked Tt.RO.l. A 
poaaibla bit .. ecoro<l "" a hoa'l)' ont1a1roratt sun pooition. llodorato 
antiairoratt tire aliahtJ.7 doaaced. 4 I*lntlou. 

Bot-11 7141 p.m., 25 April and ,3112 a .a., 26 t.prU, 16 AraT Ll.boratore 
dropped b>aba OD PA.c'WI, ETDI, TOL, II)Ji11 and DIJBL(JI, in tho TRIJK ATOLL. E>t­
pl.ooicna wro • .., em PAIWI and DUBLal, Antia1l'cratt tiro oncOWit ored waa 
aaacor and iDaccurato. .lltbouah 2 or 3 -~ night t1&b1-or• wero airborne, 
thaT <11<1 not intercept, AU planoo returned without <loaqo. 

<m 25 J,p2'il, twoln llitcheUo and 2 Vanturu bollbed Ill" poaitiona "" 
IIIIDJ, S.!IIIn PIER, JABal and BII!BCR, 1D tbo J.U.UIT AT<I.L. A nllalbor of ox.­
pl.ooiona wro cbaoned. Ho&'l)' but aoogor az>tioiroratt tire •• encountered, 
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UNITED STATE S F LEET 
HIAOOUAJtTERS OF TlfA CO;m.tA.~OI!t.t IN CHif.F 

NAVY DIPAHJ..U!I\'1', WMHIS(lT0:-1. 0 C, 

SOOT!! N!D CM!!AL PACIFIC (Cont•d,) 

9 a,a, 26 April 1944. 

twmt,r-to\11' Coraaira bollbed and otratad coaet&l ~!enaa g11na and the 
fuel .t.oraga arM on 'IIOI'JE o.t 8100 o..a, , 24 April. Rot\llh ...,.. not reported. 
llodorata o.ntiaircratt tiro o.l.i&htl.T ~ l Coroair . 

At 8145 a ,a. , 24 April, 8 llellcata o.nd 20 Dauntloaa bombed and otratod 
11\111 pooiti011.1 011 TJ.ROI., llodorata onti.t.ircratt fire elicbtl,y cllao.&ad 4 Daunt­
leea. Lo.ter, at 2100 p.a., 7 llitcb.Ua bombed tile - ar.... Rooulta wro 
not reported, 

t'br .. Vmturaa -ad and .t.ratad inat&llationa on TACfiGI ATOLL (north 
ot IIARBI!lLL lS~ at 9100 a,a,, 24 April, and ago.in at 2105 p.a,, 24 April. 
Two building• ...,... doetro.rad and a moober o! tiroa otartod. lle&ger ontiair­
cratt tire •• encountered in the !irat attnck, but ncna d\ll'illg tho oecond, 

Silt llitcbella boabod old. and new airfield inat&llationa 011 PO!IAPE ISUND, 
at 11130 a ,a., 24 April. Ronl.te wore unobea,.,.d. llodlrate anti&irnratt !ira 
wa1 encountered • 

.l.t 11150 a,a,, 21, April, JALUIT inetellatione and a 100 toot boo.cb.od 
boat wora otr&tad b.r 4 Ho11cata witb unobeorTod rotulte. llo onti&ircratt !ira 
•• moountared.. Lo.ter, 8 llitcholla bombed gUll poeitiona on ElllDJ. Hea'V)' to 
,..&&•r anti.t.ircratt tire •• C~Cowrt.arad. 

At 1155 p.a. , 24 April, 3 llitchella baobod gUll poeitione 011 IIJI.LB, No 
antiai.rcratt f ire waa encountered. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
tiiAI)QUAXTP.aS OF THE C0WMANDI Iit Itt Ctllt:P 

t4AVV DBPARTJotiNT, WASIII:olOTON, D C. 

9 a.a. 26 Ap.ril l94l.. 

Dul'1ng tbe niib'- ot 22>-23 April, reconnaia&Uice planes bc.bed tile 
U'fi!IIl, IIEif TBp UlD, &1r atrip IID4 au~ inat&llat.iCIDII. lluw.t.a .. ,.. 
Dot ropoi'Wcl., 

a-t- 3•07 a,a,, &Dd 4•40 a,a., 23 April, 17 SOPAC Liberatore 
attaclcad the aeapl&na base, t&Dk t&l'll ar.a, ond tooe CD IITEN ISL.UID, 'I'IIUit 
ATCU.. l'iree &Dd uploa1CDI wre obHI'Ted en !TEN lSUJIIl &Dd tbe northeast 
ohore ot PAR.OI ISUJID, S.nrll anaoQ' intarceptorl wre al.D>tec! Wid one 
poaaibl,y abot c1o... One Liberator returned ll1ghtlJ' UMged b7 anti&l.nratt 
tire. 

On the ~ ot 23 April, eli-.. IID4 torpaclo bo.bera .tn>.clt the T.I.LlLI 
Area, liD BR1TADI, and atarted a ..-r ot tiJ'u, Liberators atarted tiJ'ea 
CD IU!VPI ISLUID, nortbeut. ... IIRI!.I.DI, TCmlU. ~. H!!rf ERI'l.liN, •• 
attaclcad b7 tl.gbter pl&D .. , ""'il• other ti&htera .. t on tire a boue at li.I.K.l­
TA!I.U , aoutbeut. JOIIf IIIEUND, ODd a&Dk a 60 t oot peraonnal ladoon berga aout.h 
ot IIUII.l IOIIA, oeutral .. .t coaat. BOOG.\INVIU.& ISLOO, 

Bet_, 3100 p,a., 23 April IID4 3100 p .a ,, 24 .l.prll, our troopa, aup­
ported b7 two, attacked ond clear.d the en-.r tr .. the coaetal poa1t1cn, eut 
to t.ba 110r Rlnl!, aut Ta!OKINA perimeter, BClJOAl.NVILIE ISL.UID. l"ortJ-•iX 
·~·· were killed b7 a cOIIbat patrol oa the eaat. bank ot the SAUA R.IVDI. 
Ov e&MIIlt.iea, 3 killed ODd 3 w~. S.no acre olapane" ... re killed 1D 
the Ta!OliNA ar.a b7 a bat. talioa ot l"loii troop&. 

A preu r.J.eue, b7 CD CPAC, oa 25 April, indicat .. tbat UIUted statu 
torcea oc...,s...s W!UIIO AlOU., IW!.'!I!llt ISI.&IIDS, CD 22-23 April (weat. lqi­
tu.H data). L1cb'- oppoodt.icm •• QllicklT Gfti"CCD8o 

-...-nne IW>OO rat.urnacl troa patrol .t •be sotlrH CHINA SEA Area 
&Ad reported .. toll..... o-..d l large u, 6,000 toaaj l -u Ali, 2, 500 
tcna) 1 -a .U, b7 &W'f1re, 2,500 t.oae1 total U,OOD toaa. 

The M~t.o.ri.ne 1I!I.\LI a&Dk a Mcli.ua trei&hter in the WT CI!INA SU. 
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· UN ITED STATE S FLEET 
JfltADOUAITtH Olt TH~ C0).HoiAI"U1lM IN C111P., 

~AVY DlrARTMi~T, WASICII'I'nTOS, D, C 

SOtmt AI) CpiT!W. PACIPI C (Cent 'd.) 

9 a.a. 2S April 1944. 

DOrth.ut. Dll BRITAIN, ._. M~ .., til'&. Fi&b~er plan&& &leo a~t&ckM 
&MOl' per-&l a~ IICIU'OP, -~b&ut IIIli Dill Ul), an4 ~ t1l'& to a bat'• 
....,. DUDL ISUJI), ~bwo&t ot IIEif lJIBI.AIIl. 

t'&r&eh 1D the cen~ral interior ot BOOOADIVIl.LI! ISlAiiD nre attack&4 
OD 2.2 April 1>7 6 ~arped.o pl..,.o aru:l """ cU.,. tx.l>or, but re.W.h nre net 
repo~&4. t'wo lJ.&h~DiD,o att&ck&4 an un14ent1tilcl racUo &tation in the 
I<Ntb interior ot BClJGAINVIU.& ISLA!ill. 

Oil 22 April, recoon&ia&&Dce pl&Deo ocor&4 bite on the ~b pier in 
CIIABAI, ....t IIA'l'CilDI BAY, nart.bw11t BWGI.DIVIUE ISLA!iD. A batgo Dl&l' BUU 
PASSJ.OE wu llmk and 10 oabark&cl Japanooe otratecl an4 kill&4. Targeto &long 
the nortbloelt coaet ol BUU ISLUID ware attack&4 br reccm&l.o&&Dco planeo, 
but tboo re.W.b wore not report~. 

Oil tbe Ml'lr &tt&rDOCC ot 23 April, a reccaW.o&&nce plane cleetror&4 a 
-.u~a ..,..., bce&r about l6S alleo 10\!tbn&t ot Tlllllt. 

Bet- )100 p ... , 2.2 April, &Del )100 p,a., 2) April, a grOWlcl patrol 
qag&cl an an_, platoon, no~heaat ol ~boo TOROKI!lA perl.ute.r, BOOQAIIIVIU.& 
ISUliD, &Del killed 6 Jap&z~•••· Our art. ill err t1l'& toreocl tho .-inclor to 
witbclr&w. ~her pet.rolAI cont&ct&cl Japanue near the SAl/A RIVil!. 

1'b& liOfJl! barracko arM and nm-.r• wore bcoabecl 1>7 2 Anq Liberatore at 
101)0 p. a ., 23 AprU. Re.W.te W&r& net report&4. 

Oil 2) April, a rec-uMIICI plane bcabl4 tbo racUo &tatioD .., ULUL, 
c.uoLIIII IS! •f!DS. Aftetboor rec-uaanc• plane clrcpped boabs on POU.P! JWl 
pooitiono. A ...-... ot tir-u etart.&4. 

I'<IW'I 'l'QIII and the old &irfillcl w re attacke4 1>7 2 Liberatore clw'ina 
tboo nisht of 23-24 Ap-il. A nwober of t1l'&o etart&cl in tba t<N> area. 

At 1110 a . a ., 24 April, a Liberator baob&cl PIILUl'IAT. Re.W.to wore 1m~ 
.. ......s. 

Oil the ••lr ~ ot 24 April, 19 Liberatore baob&cl 'DUll. Bclab• wre 
drclpplcl .., the Et'DI, 110111 aD4 P.t.!WI &irti&lcll. A larc• and -ral ..U 
t1l'&e1 follow<l 1>7 u:ploi1C10111 ware -ftc! at IIZII IDe! P.t.!WI. Al\Uail'el'&tt 
t1l'l ._. &l~ 8114 i.D&cCNrate. llthoo&sb two .,_, ~ fialtteu ...are ~ 
bonia, tb&7 clicl not inter cept. 

Oil 24 April, a rec-iiMAco pl&De ocorecl bite on a .....U duac&4 
.,.11&1 ....,. IIURILO ISL.UID, HALL ISLUID CJ'OIIP• Inlt&llatiane on tboo illancl 
wore &leo bcoabecl. Re.W.to nl'l net repo~&cl. 
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UNITED STATES fLEET 
HltADO\tAJtTI!ItS OF Till Ol:»rMA.Hou 1~ Our.' 

NAvY OC"PARTMIV-'T. WASIIIP-"Gl'O}f, D, C 

§Otml ¥D CllfTRAL PACillC (Cmt. 'd, ) 

9 •·•• 25 April 1944. 

Talk Porco 58 (6 Ill, 9 C4, J CJ., 2 CL(U), 5 CV, 7 CVL, 60 DD, 12 J.O, 
pl.ue DB 1e), eupported and coftred the IIBif OUIN:&.I. 1on4J.n.l• ot tho Scuthweot Pacitic ~ore•• on 22 April. The f ollowin& ..._,nique, r&loaoed b7 CINCPAC, 
1o quo~ed ~or 1n.toru~icm1 

"SUI'PLlllllln'DIG PJ.CII'IC OCIWI AREAS ~ IIUIIBER FaiT! TII!U!Z caiiiA Tim I"'LLLOIDDG INFCIUU.TIOI IS !10ft' AVAILJ.BL! COI;CJ;XNDI() OPmATIONS 0t PACifiC 
PLIIBT P!RCES SUPI'OR'l'I!IG AND O<lVmUNO LAHDIIIGS BI P!RCI!:s Ot TKE CQilWIDIIR IN 
CIII!7 caiiiA SOOTII1I!ST PJ.CII'IC J.IIEA CaAU. ~AT IIOLI.UIDIA CCMU. A.ITAPE CQAIJ. AHD TJ.IWDIS!WI BAY 01 '!'l'lllrri J..'m T'IIBin'Y arB APRIL PAJIDI '!lEST LaiGITmB OATS 
!IIIPAIIIII C<I.CII PARA 1 

•J.IRJ>IELDS J.r HCJLLl!ll)lA CCIIIJ. W.O:OI lSUIIl .lliD SJ.l!AR liEllE STRUCK BY 
CARRIER J.lRCIUPT 011 TlllM'Y APRIL 1 ~IRTI!Ell AlRBORIII! ENBIIY PLAH!S IIBRE SHOT DOliN OVER TIUt TAROEI' J.REAS (100) I J.T KOWNDIA caAU. SIXTY SBVEH PLAH!S 11111\E 
DISl'ROYBD 011 TIUt GROOliD X FUEL ST(I!J.(l£ PACn.ITIES COII!I. J.lllllliiTIOI DUliPS 
CCIIIJ. SUPPLY AJW.S I8D SVD.DD«:S 1I3RB HIA VD.Y BIIIBID 1 !'110 ~ CARGO SHIPS CCIIIJ. AliD SIVIIUL lWiiJI!S All) SIW.L CIW'T liBR& SUIIX 1 P AltA 

•AT W.O:OI .lliD SJ..lWI 'ni!NTl' 0111 (150) i2II!:IIY I'I.AlBS 1IERE DBS'l'ROIJII) 011 'll!li OROOliD Alll SlM!NTEBtl DAIWlliD BI OUR AIRCRAPT DURIJ«l DAILICHT ai Tl'll!IITY .IJ'ftll. 1 (II TKE liiCIII' 0t TIIDITY J.PRIL CRIJllllli.S Allll lliST!IOil!RS I'QIBARDEI) THE WAXIlB 
DASH SJ.JW! llBPlELDS 1 '1111 BOilBIRWI!>IT WAS ACIXII:PLISIIID lm'IIOOT EPPD:Tin 
OPI'OIUTIOI X liO DAIIAGE WAS DOlE TO WR SURFACE (200) SHIPS" 

Cia 2) April, Talk Porco 58 cont.imled intoraittont air otrikoo acainot IIAKDE and SJ..IIAR, in 11E11 OUIIIIII.. Ha.I..UIDIA air~ioldo appurod abandcmed, and 
-.ziT ......,lood oniiiT plAooo em all .ti&ldo wro reported. 

Cia tiM ......W., ot 22 J.pril, din and torpedo belabor• otnack at IJ.Vlil«l 
a1.rdroM inot&llaticna with &oocl ro.W.te. At abollt tho - tiM, 43 ~~or belabor• bit IUPOJ'O, IWiolll1. area, 111111 BRITJ.lll, and 7) din and torpedo boal>ero attacked WIW'OJIB air<lroao 1llotallat1011o. Two .tireo were etart.ed at VUIW'OPI. 
Ant.i&ircrafi .tiro d-aed t wo tCR'pedo baobere. 

Cia 22 April, tho LUJJJIJ.I, ll!lf BRIT:J.lll, air etrip •• hit bJ 9 Airocollr•• · llih Ml )I otarta ~ireo at IIJ.TJ.V.U. &Dd at\ackM tiM QIIJ.VJ.r air ltrip ond oth .. tarpt.e neor C4JIB a•mn and IW'OI'O, 1111r BRITJ.lK. Two llitchallo rotii!'Ded 
~d bT antiairc~ .tiro. J.lthcuctl a ~r or wliclentitied plan•• .... efabted onr t he 111m BRITAJII ..,._, DO interception ... encountered, 

Dunne 22 AprU, !~or pl.-• etrated &114 " " em ~ire boola•• near CAJIB L.UlUAll ll>d CAP& LAIIII!RT, nortbeaot lin BlliTADJ, J. barp in IWWI.V. BAY, 
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U NITED STATES FLE ET 

" • 

HIADQUAJI.T£t.S OP T U! C0MMA.ND£1it IN CHIEF 

NAVY DI!PAR'rM2:N1', WASm ,.;(':TQN, D. C. 

OOUTH AJm gqmw, PACillC (Copt' d, ) 

9 • ••• 24 April 1944. 

At. 10100 a.m., 2) April, a1.rt1ald inot.all.at.iODo an IULLB wro attacked 
b.r 3 111tcbollo. R .. ulto nro not reported. 

llino llitcballo at 10r00 a.a. , 2) .l,pril, and a&ain at. l2r30 p.a. , baabed 
t ho .....,.._,., oa TAROA. At about tho ..,., t i.<le, 6 llitcballo dropped baol>a on 
tho J!IIID,I aoaplano """"' area. llaoger antiaircraft fire wao oncountored. 

IIOrJII: inot.all.ationo wore bc:.bed bT l4 OIWiltloao and 16 Coraoiro, at 
l2r:l0 p.m., 2) April. Rooulto were not reported. 

At l r)O p.m. , 23 April, airdrome inotallationo co the old airtiold an 
PaiAPII: were baol>ed b.r 6 llitchallo and a n\ll>ber ot tireo and exploeiano otarted. 

In the TCI!CiaW. poriuter area, BOOGAINVli.lE ISUHJ), our patrolo continue 
actiYO. An \llleotilllated n\llber ot J apenese b&YO boon contacted nortbeut. ot 
the porimet.er, 

The 0\lbmarino SCAIII' dima&ed, b,y guntiro , a 200 ton tntm¥ tra~~lor north­
wet ot HB11 GUINEA. 
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UN ITE D STATES FL EET 
H!'AOOIJARTUS 07 T llB COt.fMAJo/Dili IN CHtt::F 

l"'AV'Y DllPAJtTMI!'IT, WMiiiN'CTO~. D C. 

S9!m! AI!!! CI!IITRAL PJ.C17IC (Cent 1 cl,) 

9 a.m. 24 April 1944. 

Durin& t he nisht o! 20.21 A!Z'il, NeonnaiaNnoa planao bcabacl &ncl IJtratacl 
UVIJ!:I«l, Nl!lf IR!LUID. other planaa (t1J>e W>14.ot1tiacl), .truck at installa.­
tiona in toii<Lil IWI!Qt, l'lllliATA RIVm! Area, owth IIOOOA.INVIUJI: ISlAND, CAPE 
Hl!IIPAll, north BUKA ISLAIID &ncl BUU PASSAGII, Taraato at CAPE HATSIJ., aoutheatJt 
BUU ll!LAND 1 and inotallationa in llCL(JIJ,J(US .BIJ, north c.,tral 11811 Il!EUHD 

1 _.. ala o at taakacl. 

On tba aoao n:l&bt, 4 llitchalla haraaoacl the IWIAtlL aHa, NEir BR:n'AIN, 
atartina tiraa at TAXDBAR, RAT.I.VAL, aut RABAI1L TOliN, &ncl attacked t ho RAI'OPO ..........,. 

On the aomina ot 2l April, llitchella atartacl a I>Wibar or large !irao co 
IIJ.TUPI ISLAND 1 R.l.llAtlL ANa, NEir BRITAIN, Antiaircratt !ira daolaged one llit.­
chall, DuriDg the ooornina, Coroairo aot !ira to a barge in JWruDIJKUI)U BAY, 
ooutb ~tral 11811 IRELA!ID, while di..., and torpaclo ~. otartacl firoo in tho 
KAB.I.NOA BJ.I oupp1,r and par acmnal erau, nortM&tJt NEif BRIT .I.IN, 

On the ..,.. 110rn1na, other Cora&iro IJtratod hute in tllo CAPE UGUAII area, 
Nl!lf BRITAIN, &ncl ll J.iracobrao et ruclc at targtJte in tho TmP171'S IIARBCR area, 
nortb•et BOIJ:lJ.IIIVIIU ISLA!ID. Di'n t.c.bere booobacl tho IWIILI &1r .trip, 
oouth coaet BOIJ:lAINVD.LE I8LAliD. In theoa oporaticao 1 t110 ot our plmoo were 
claa«ac! br antiaircraft !ira. 

On 2l A!Z'il, a Ncozm&.iaNnca plano booobacl tho bi...,..c and ouppl.,r araao 
011 ALI!T ISLAJID, w et II! TIIUX, 1141Nl.to wN 11ot reported, 

Bet-. 7145 a.m., anclll130 a.11., 22 .I.!Z'il, IIILIB coaotal daten" poai­
tiono .. ..., bollbecl b7 ll Coraaire. !fo antiaircraft !ira waa encOW>teracl. 

ll&Teo llitchalle baabed IUTJlm tP II"" poaiticaa bat-11 10123 a.11 . , and 
nocm, 22 April. lloclarata antiairoratt !ira claucacl one pl.,., 

J.U.Ul'l' •• bcoobacl b7 ll llitchalle rr.. 8145 a .a., to 12124 p •. a., 22 April. 
R..W. te wra UDobeert'acl. llaagor &lltiaircratt tire •• ancounteracl. 

At 10140 a .a., 22 I.!Z'il, PONAPB •• boalbacl bJ 5 llitchalle. Hite ware 
oooracl "" ll'llU'Irf,TO and inetallatioco Oil the nn and old airtia1do. llodorata 
but in&cC\II'ata antiaircratt tire •• encoW>toracl, 

lightoan Liberatore bcoobacl l!Ol'JI, durin& tho attamoon II! 22 April, Ra­
·~ .. ra UDObaol'ftd &lid no ctiairoratt tiro _. eocountaracl, Prior to thio 
attack, 17 Coreairo &ncl 12 Dauntlaoe, pluo one 'lmtura, boabacl and IJtratacl gun 
poeitiODI Oil lfar.li, J, nlllli>er o! tirae wra obearftcl, l.ntiaircra!t t ire •o 
•aaer. 
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U NI T ED ST A T ES F I..EET 
IIIAOQUARTKIIS OF 1'1Ul CONMANI>IJt IH CIIII!"P 

HAVY DltPAR1'M~T. WA!IIIKOT()~. 0 C 
9 a .... 23 April 1944. 

a.cocmaioa&Dce pl&oeo CD 20 April, baol>ed. &nd ot.rated t he rwlftJ' and 
adjacent areeo an SATA'IWI &nd SUD p<>oi t.iano CD AL!T ISI.AIIl, CAl!OLINB 
ISL.UID govp. 

Q\ the aoming ot 20 April, di ... and torpedo bomber. atruck at fllj)p).ioe 
and 8"11 installa.t.icao in SDIPSal IIARBOR, N&ll BIUTAIN. A D~r of tir .. wre 
otart.ed at the TCilOE 'Ollar!. Anti&in:ratt. tire ciau&ed """ diYo bcllhero. 
Other diYO and torpedo ~ra &tt.aeked tho VliiWWIAU, IIIII BRl'l'Alll, airdrome 
in&tallatiano, but reoW.to WNI not reported. 

Q\ the .._ clq, 3S !!&!>tor -r• attacked Ul1JKli &ftd DRAVAT air­
tielcl iftat.allati.,... 1ft IIIII IIU7Alll, wtllle llitchello started lara• tireo an 
IIA1UPI ISLIJiD. l'bot.ocrapho ot thi.o 1el&nd r .... eled four burned out areaa 
Mel t-,.-n ... bW.ldiDgo deatrqyed. Antiaircraft. fire cluaged ono lll.tch.U. 

Durin& 20 .l,pril, ti&)ltaro Mt on fire tllel ~eo 1ft U.SSUL BAI, 
claaoced tNcko DMr ltAB.UIQA BAY and t110 boeto 1ft lAIIAIRA BAI, IIDI .IIRl'l'Alll, 
and, in Additian cleotroTed tOO> bW.ldiDga on the T.IJ!AR ISLANDS, north ot liD/ 
lliJILAliD. ~tor planeo deotro~d two buildinga at I!RAVAT, liD/ BRITAlll, and 
started a fire 1ft the IIAIIAOATA biYouac area, BaJOAIIIVILU: ISUND. 

At 6142 p.a., 20 April, a deoti'Q1&r ohelled .,_, SUD poaitiana ca the 
eoutb ahcn ot SIKI\1'l.AIIl) ISLAIID. ReoW.to wl"e not reported. 

Dllr1n& the Di&bt ot 20-21 April, -or torpedo boata atrated the area 
near the -.tb of the JAJU. RIVIR, BOU:AINVILU ISLAIID. 

At 9•49 p.a., 2l April, 6 ~ Liberatore bcabecl lf(D, llUBLCII and TOL, 
in t he 1'II1JX A ta.L. Larp firaa and Mwral d;lloeiane w re cboerYed in tho 
rwlftJ' ancl clilparael areu 011 lllKN. TOO> lara• t i roa wre uen near the hln&ar 
area CD 0011.01. Altho\l&h 3 enu,y ni&ht !14!btora wro airborne, Ol1lr caa &t.-­
t~ed interception. lloder&te to intonoa but in&cCW'ate antia.ircratt !ira 
wl .,cooJitored. All planaa ret.W"Ued 'Oithout cloMp or cuual.tiaa, 

Q\ 22 April, a recocmaiaND .. pl&oe cleat.rqyed a bW.l4ift& on uun. and 
atarted a tire CD lllUP, CAROI.IliE IS..UID crouP• lt.eornai&ND .. planao cleatrqred 
3 ..U trei41btera .,d 4aM&ed t10> at ROO, HALL ISaliDS; cleatroTed - 11114 
ciMqed cotber heitbt., one! a patrol naeal at lll.llllO, HALL ISUIQ)S. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HlADQUARTfRS OF TUB COllMAKUrl I~ ClllltP 

NAvY DltPARnl£.'\'T, WAJIIIINOn'IN. 0 ( . 

4 p.m. 22 April 1944. 

SOU'I'II .\ND CEliTR.U. P/CIFIC (Cont.' d . ) 

Tt..'IDA antiaircr&tt poaUions"'re boaobod b7 l2 l.!itcllelli between 8tS7 •·=· 
an:! 10:22 """· 21. April. lleager antiaircr&tt tire was encountered, 

At. 11:20 a,,., and at .):29 p.m. 21. April, 2 Vanturas bo!Ol>ed J.\UilT, Ruults 
were not reported.. llodor&to antiaircraf't tire was encountered.. 

Between 12:24 p. m. and 2:04 p . m. 21 Aj)ril1 l2 !!itchells bombed. OODJ anti­
aircraft positions and. shelled 1dth 75mm guno rad.1o instollations on JABOR . 
!.!eager antiaircraft tiro wa• enc ount ered . 

Between l2:35 p.m. and. J :50 p.m. 2l April, ll Uber-.toro, 20 D.untleu, 19 
Ccrooiro, 2 Venturae and lo Hollcats boebed. and atrated. 'IOI'JE, A number oC tires 
were started and a 4r&o axploaton ns ob•oned.. llod.ersh antiair<:ratt Cire wcs 
encountered. , One lllluntle .. tailed to retum end 2 other planes sustained dcage. 

SiJ< l!itehella bollbed. the new and old airfield on PCII.\P3 at 2:59 p.a. 21 April. 
Luge tires l'ere observed.. ~ense, but inaccurAte, antiaircratt !1r• wao encounter­
ed., 

On 21 April, a reconnAioaance plane bccbed ULUL in the CAl'DLIN!i ISLAND GROUP. 

- 991-

Regraded Unclassified



I 
w 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
lltAI)QUARTeRs OF Tl:i.& CO~NA.NDBR IH CHIE, 

... AVY DEPARTMENT, WII,SJUS(;TON, D. C. 

9 a.m . 22 Apri l 191.4, 

SO\JT'H AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d , ) 

I No Japanese have been foun:l on ::RI.KUB ATOLL, s011th 
south of w.I.OELAP, in tho IJARSHAI.L ISL/iiiDS, PresuJMbl. y, 
occupied by our troops . 

of ~IC1I'JE, and AUR ATOU, 
thesa atbll! are now 

I 

( 

On 22 April, forces under COI!IIlWlder in Chief Southwest Paciric Area made 
scheduled l anding• against negligible opposition at TANA!li.IE!UH BAY, HUli.IJ)LT BAY and 
AITAPE on the northwest coast or IIE'II GUINEA. 

The subcarlne TAIJJ'DR deotroj"d by gunfi re a small J apanese croft Z/0 miles 
northwest of iVA.KE ISLAND. One prisoner was t aken, the r emainder of the el'"ew were 
killed . 

The submarine !'INl!ACK, on 16 April, shelled OROLUK, C .\ROLINE ISLA!IOS. 
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UN IT ED STATES FLEET 
ll&AOOUAltT8RS OP TlUC COMWAND&R IN CHI!, 

riAVY DIIPARTMB~. WAJHI~<iTOs. D. C. 

9 a .m, 2~ April 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d , ) 

Duri.ne: the night of 18-19 April, reconnaiooance planos bombed KAVIENG, 
NE1'1 IRELAND, and huta in DOLOl!AKAS BAY, north central NE\'1 IRELAND. AJ.TAAA ard 
I.!OSIGA, on southwest OOLCAllNILLE ISLAIID, wer e bombed by reconnaissance planes, 
no were installations 1n TONOLSI HAAOO!!, southeast OOUG.uJNILIE ISLAND. 

On the early morninol of 19 April, 8 Cor sairs strafed and killed about 20 
Japanese of JOaJV ~een on the beach at HANGAN, eouthaMt BUKA ISLA.~D. 

The runway on SATJ<JIM:I ISL\l-:D >rao ntt aeked by SoPac Uberator s on 19 April, 
~ number of fires started. 

On 19 Apr il, dive and torpedo bomber s st ruck LAKUNAJ. airfield installa­
tions and started a number of fires . Pires wore etnrted by tighter bombers on 
l.!NI1JPI ISLAND, RABA!/L .>.REA, NEVI BRITAIN. Airacobras attacked RAPOPO, N'&l 8!UTIUN, 
but results were not reported. In these operations, ene~ antiaircraft tire shot 
down one Airacobra. 

Dur1111! 19 Apri l , torpedo bombers and Airacobrao attacked ins tell ati ons on 
the NUllA lruMA PLANTATION, central east coast BCI.IGAINVILIE ISLM:ID, Enrur,y anti­
aircraft gun positions in TOI>OLEI HAROOR, southeast BOUCAnMLLE ISLAND, wore 
bombed by t7110 Liberators . Pires were stclrted at L:.A!IA.'U:KA, central "'est coast 
BOUOA!NVILIE ISLM:ID, by dive and torpedo bol!bers, 

Throughout the same dey, reconnaissance planes bombed and strafed tho 
LlA'I'CHIN BAY Area, northwest BOUGAW'll.LIS ISLA!JD, destroyed a truck east ot EUKA 
ISL>IND, Md attacked installations near l·:u'..!A !Il'l.:A Mel A!l.IGUA PUNTATION , south­
eaot of NU'.!A hWA, BOUGIUNVI.u.E ISLA!JD . 

A reconnllissance plane strafed ALST ISLAllO, west of T!WK on 19 APril. 

During the night or 19-20 April, motor torpedo boats ard motor gun boats 
shelled area• near the moutho of the PURIATA and llOBIAl RI'IE!!S, southwest coast 
ot BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while a nieht flying Cat aline bor.\bed f.!OSIGA, oouthwost 
coast of BOOGlJNVILI.E ISLAN!l . 

On 20 April reconnllissance plenes bombed UJELA!IG, ANT Mel PAKIN ISLANDS, 
but. result s were not report ed. Anot her reconnllssance pl ane, a.t about tbe S81:1e 
time, dropped bombs on PEALE ISLET, WAKE ISLAMJ. Results were not reported. t:o 
antiaircraft tire was encountered, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
ll ltADOUAMTKIS Of TH& C0MMANOU I~ Clllll 

t-IAVY DBf'ARTWII.N'T, WAJIII~CTOI'o', D, C. 

soom MD cm rut ncllm (Cqgt • cl. 1 

9 •••• 2l April 1944. 

CD the eerl3 IIOr'llill& ot 19 April, a Ca~iDa &~~d 110~or ~arpe4o boat. 
~ AD4 &nlecl I<Nr 1IOodom t \1'\ICt.llr .. , - t.M IIUB.U RIVIR, aon.bet.& 
c-ral .. lU:UIIl). .,.., '*'"" til'• .. •oo1111t.t.r..S, but ....,. boat.• and 
pl&t .. cape<! without. "-ce· 

r~ llit.oballa and 1 V.t.va 'bolobe4 tho l't.d.io at.at.ion and -r 
plAnt ill JALUtr, on the acmin& ot 20 April. Re.W.tt ..,.. DOt report...t. 

At. """"• 20 April, l4 lli~cbtlle &rucl< TiROl. Rtllllltt wre no~ report.•d• 

At. 6100 p.a., 20 April, l2 Liber&ore bcet4 'lUll I3UIID and c coomt.trtd 
aodtrah atiaircrt.tt tire. ~ ot tho boaba tall ill tho t.arpt ....,., t..t. 
a "-ce report. Mt DOt bMn receiftd. 

!1M Rlloarillt IWII)III, oper&in& ill tho C1ROIID lSL.UIDS, Milk t. riJIIUU 
c1aea dat.roJW, "" lJ April, and on 17 April, Mlllr: a tret,ht... and 4&ooacecl 
&DOth_. naJXI clatt dto~. 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HEADQUARTI ,U OP TILB COMMANDO I tt Clftl!f' 

NAVY DZ:PARTMS..~T. WASIIII':CTOS, 0 . C. 

9 a.m. 2l Aprll 1944. 

SOIJTH ,00 CBimW, PACil'l C (Cogt'd,} • ~(... 7i~ 

w-= logo), ••• , 19 ... :ll •• 1 oa~c'/z. 20 AJlrll, 17 ~~~ 
owe 8''1 •rmt ••4 ... ,, •• bt >• • ,._ MDD----..e~ ~- on 
C11 "' 'l'hzooa C\00\T plan .... ,. in toM air but clid not att-.pt intoruptian, 
,.,.. lar&O tiroo """ otartod Ml IM'Z '5 .,._ and onvol explooiano wro ob­
s..-..d. U YGBI; •• * sY" _. lluas•s awe W.. Anti&irer&tt tire •• 
aaa.,csr. 

PaiAFll wao bCIIbocl b7 ) Liboratoro bot- 8110 p.a., 19 Api'i.l, and 111.5 
a.m., 20 Aprll. A n.-bor ot tiroo otartocl, PatU'I •• aloo boabocl b7 6 
111tcboll boabero bot-. 8120 a.a,, and 911.8 a.a., 19 Aprll, FiNo """ otartod 
near the new and old airtiolclo. Anti&ir<>raft tiro wao ~orato and inaccurate. 

ll- Caroairo boabod inotallationt CCI IIILLi tra~~ 9100 a ••• , to 11115 
a ••• , 19 Aprll. A ...U tiN ,.. obnnocl, No antiaircraft tiN wao oneoom­
t ... ocl. A aaall noael, Mar IIADAOAI, IIILLi AT<LL, •• otratod b7 tour Hall­
cab with undotenainod ro.W.to, ~ Hall cat ,.. <~~M&od b7 antiaircraft tiro. 

Twl.w llitehello aDd 12 torpodo boabero attackocl JALUlT botwoon 9150 a.m., 
and1112S a.a., 19 Aprll. Antiaircraft tiN •• IIHI&&'~'• Two boato Dear tbo 
smNEI PIBR, nro otratod b7 tour Halleata, but ro.W.to wero unoboll'ftcl. 

Sixtoon Caroaira, 20 I>IIIIIUJ.oot and 2 Vanturu, bcolbod and otratecl liOTJll: 
barzoaob and .,.a potitiCCII troa 101)0 a.a,, to 11110 a,a,, 19 April. .llodoorato 
antiaircraft tiro na oneounhrocl. 

TAI!Ol •• attacloo<l b7 11 111tcbollo troa 11125 a.a., to 21)9 p,a, , 19 -""'ll• 
Antiaircraft tiN •• Mager. 

A Liberator aoarcb plano boabocl tbo ..........,- aroa CCI '11.0 ISUIIJ), at 1158 
p.a., 19 A,.-11. :rntCH ant.iaircraft tiro •• oncount.orod, 

At 81)0 a.a. 1 20 AJlrll, I'OQPI •• IIU bT 6 llitchello. Antiaircraft tiro 
an~C'ocl •• week. 

At 81)0 a.a,, 20 AJlrll, and &&&in at )100 p.a., ) Vonturao etruck IIlLI& 
.,... pooiUCCII Mid tbo DOrtborn borraoka area. Two buildin&o wro doetroTocl• 
lloclerato antiaircraft tiN ,.. _01111t.,.ocl. 

At 9100 a.a,, 20 Aprll, 'IIOI'JI •• attacUcl b7 20 Oaunt.1ooo, 16 Coroairo 
aDd 2 VODturao, Hih wro oeorocl CD I'll' poo1tiCCio and borracu. <Do Ventura 
waa claaa&ocl, tbo pilot Jdllocl and tbr" ot tbo crow iDJ>arocl bT antiaircraft 
tiN. 
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UN IT ED STA TES FLEET 
fJEAIX)UARTERS OF Tf-IP. Co).tMANDER IN CHieP 

NAV\' D&PARTMBNT. WAStiU':GTON, D. C. 

soutH AND CIIIITIUL PACIFl& (CC!I!t 'd.) 

9a.m. 21 April 1944. 

Ql the D1ght ot 17-18 April, ni&ht n,ing Catalina• .tarted tina near 
.110'1'1JP9fA, ceAtral w.t coaet BOUGUNVll.LE ISLAND, bombecl BONIS, north coaet 
ot B:>OOAINVlLLE ISLAND, .trated and clua&ed two bargee in MATCHIN BAI, nortb­
wst. BOOGAllfVILLB ISUHil, and, 1n adclition, dau&ed a bridBe eer'fins aa a 
tendnua tor the IIUilA. HtllA TRAIL, central eut coa.t BOOGAINVILLE ISLAND. 
One plane was damaged by mtiaircratt tire. 

PereCilllel and euppl,r areas in northeut NEll BRITAIN were attacked bT 
clin and torpedo bombers during the 1110rning ot 18 April. Fires started mel 
bu.ilc11nge were claao11ahecl. Other clivw and torpedo bo.bers at~ck at TCIIERA, 
II!W BRITAIN, airdrome inatallationa. One torpedo bollber wae forced cl<nln, 
appar~tlT cSao.ged by antiaircraft tire and two diva bombera craehed atter 
colliding. 

Dllring the moming ot 18 April, llitchella attacked TOBW and KERAVAT, 
liEif BRITAIN, airtield 1natallatiana, tollowe4 by Airacobraa llhich .tart.d a 
tire at KERA.VAT. Numerous tina wre obaez"Yed at VUJiAFI:)PE, HEr/ BRITAIN, 
attar thia area was attacked b.Y ti&hter baDbera. Antiaircraft tire ~coun­
tered wae exceptianal..l¥ intense. Qle llitchall eu.tain.d dau&e• 

Dllring 18 April, Light.ninga bcabed a coaetel gun .apl.acad on top ot a 
clitt at lWIELA lffiiSICfi, aouth BUK.I., llhich C&ll8.d a landelide and buri.d 

er on the itt • Ooa Lightning •• broucbt down by antiaireratt 
• A ge tire waa etarted at KATSDIIOVE:RI, nortbeut BOOGUIIVILlE 

ISLAND 1 by ) J:.i&tlt.nin&a, and 12 Warba1dca bc:abed KlHD x, 11hile Airacobrae 
attacked targeta in 80\ltb ... .t BOOOAINVILtB ISLNID. 

Ql 18 April, antiaircraft poeit.ione at I!AIIEIJ., aouth interior ot BUIU. 
ISLAJID, ,..re atrated by tour Caraaira. Two ot the Coreaira ware brought 
dom by antiaircraft tire, but the pilot ot one •• reconr.d. 

SATAWAII nmwa.r• and l'ft'etaente ... re attacked at noon 118 April, bT 14 
Liberatore. A large oil tire •• .tart.d w.t at the air .trip. No «~eiiT 
antiaircraft tire or air interception •• ~counter.d. 

Dllr1ng the night ot 18-19 April, 110tor torpedo boate and a Catalina 
baabec1 and .trat.d liOSIDA and AlTARA, on the eouth and aouthweet com ot 
B<nlAINVILLB ISURD. Other 110tor torp.do boate etrated the area near the 
110uth ot the JABA RIVI!Il. 

Ql the night ot 19 April, a L~ator .-reb pl.Me bombed and clua&ed 
a 2,000 ton etJeiiT freighter, nartb ot FEF.&N ISUIID, 1n the 'I'Rt.IK ATOLL. 

-986-

Regraded Unclassified



• 
UNITED STATES FLE ET 

HtAOQCAft'tll cw THI COMw.ur.oc:a l:tf Ouu 
NAVY OII'AI"DtltHT, WASltL"CCCiT''Of. D C 

S9\ml AIID CIN'I'!W. PAClllC (Ceo\ I d,) 

9 a... 20 AprU 191fo4, 

()) tbo ACin1iD& ot 17 AprU, dJ.vt and torpedo t>o-bero attaclcod tho 
o......._, at IIUIIPI tsL.UGl, IW!.I.UL Area, HEll BRlTAlll, and airclrcxu in­
ot.allatiooo at I.UU!I.U, RABAUL area, NDI BIUTADI. Seftl'al tirea were 
otartod and tbo 0011tb ot>d ot tho C&llaO'tiiiT •• dootro,.c! . ())o dJ.'N and 
OM torpedo 'bollbor taUod to roturo. rO\II' ot.bor Ill-• nro dazoa&od b7 
&Dtiai.Mratt tiro. 

Dvinc tba dq, ticlrt-•• -pt .,..,. the .....u. 0011tral oout. or IIDI 
IRJI.UI), M\ tiro to 111'-7 oqulpMDt at>d inot.all&Uooo. Di'N ed tor­
l*lo t>o-bero oaare<l hito 011 aoa.tal etl.airanJ't pno 011 BUll ISLUID. 
'""" torpedo boBero wro doM&od b7 111tia1rcratt tiro. 

IIOSllll. at>d otbu - taraoto Da&r tho 1'Q!OCii.l periaet.er, BOOO/Jll­
liLLII ISUIID, wro ~taclcod OD 17 APril liT .u .. cd torpedo 'bollboro mel 
1Mtall.aUooo oo GUPPY ISLUID, Cll>ISIIIL BAI, C!IOISilll. ISUII>, wro bocbod 
b7 Liberatore. 

()) 17 April, 10 Airacobrao attacked tbo IJJRAVU ....,.q, IW!.I.UL Area, 
JIDI IIUTADI, 'llllilo llit.cMllo .t.....,k JW>OFO airtialol inotallationo. Ro­
nl.to ot tbooo attack• ,.,.. not Hpertod. 

Durin& tho ni&llt ot 17-111 April, aotor torpMC> boah and a Catalina 
attacked IIIJPBU, e..,tral wet aoaot o! BOUGADIVILLII IS.ARD. 

DllriQ& tile ni&ht ot 17-111 4prU, nl.&ht flT1nc Catalinao boBed tho 
north •1"" at TCIKLII IIARI!at, tbo IWIO JII'I1R -tb ano!IIOSIGA, all at tho 
OOIItbWot llld ot ~ ISLAII). 

c:a tho .._night, inotallatiQIIo at UYIDIC, Mlllf IREI.AIID, nro attaclcod 
liT roooaoai•- plaooo, loJt ronl.to WJ"' nat reported. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 

KIADOUAXTIU 011 Till COU.MANDU U: Ouu 

ICAVV DIPAA'niiNT. •AStrL~. D C: 

3QYP! M!) C8!!!!W, PAWIC (Cs!!t.'d.) 

4 P•• • 19 April 1944. 

Cb 18 April, a\ 10134 a.a. , 6 llit.aholl bcaiMr• o\ruck \be ol.d al.i-!ield 

area em I'OIW'I. lo ant1&1reratt tire •• t11CO\Iat.ered. l o - obipe or 

plan .. •r• ·- · 
rra. 61)~ a.a., to 714~ a.a., em 18 April, 19 ll&r1D• Corl&iro, 20 ll&rlno 

l*ult.lo11 plane• &l)d 8 .. .,. Hellcat. boolbed &l)d rtrated worn. a.. Dountlo11 

pl&ao •• forced d.., beOOIUII ot qlne tr011bl.1, but tho pilot. &l)d pmor wore 

ro1e01ed bJ '"'' ot 011r dutror-ro. 111Dor dua&• _, .. rterod br t11otbor Dawrt.-

1•., plt11o but no per_,ol caaultiN oceurred. Tbe Corl&iro reported tho 

- &Dti&ircratt tl.i-o .,.ried troa inttiiM t o ll«bt, wb.Uo tho otbar pl&Deo 

1D \be tli.lbt tiiCOWitored a..,.r tire. 

Cb Apr1ll8, at 911~ a.a., 2 V..tii.I'U boolbed 1114 otr&tod TAQIGI AJ'CI.L, 

4:)5 ail•• llartboaot ot IHDIITOIC. llo cluap or CU\Uilt111 occurred troa tho 

....,... to lJ&ht ant.i&ircratt tiro. 

II1LLI ATtU., '"' 1.8 April , •• bit bf 6 Corl&iro at 7105 a.a. , bf another 

tllcht ot tbo - plane• at 910~ a. a . , anc1 bf l:! llitcholle at 7115 a . a. A 

larp tire .. otorted. lo clou&• -• roceiored tr<a t.bo aoderat.o but. iD&o­

curate .,t,1&1reratt !ire. 

At. 8145 a.a., em 18 April, 12 llit.obello 1\MaCk tl.l!OA. Tbe ant.1&1rcratt 

fire_, •apr. 

Cb l8 April, a rocCIDII&ioo&Dco plano bcabocl PAUII, nortbw10t. ot POHAPZ, 

CI.ROLID JSUJID8 ~. 1&14 anotber rocomdoi&Dce plane bceod 1Dot.ollat.1cmo 

em ULUL, DOrth ot PIJLUIIAT, CAR<I.I!IE lSLAJDS V~· A n-.. ot tiro• wre 

ot.&rted. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 

JIIADOUARTDS <M' TH. COW:MAHDit IM CIIIU 

'flAVY DII'AiiiTJolltiT, WAIHltoCTO:f, 0 C, 

SOl!!R .yp mmu1 PACillC (eoat•st.) 

9 a.-, 19 April 1944. 

n.n.e., Liberatore h'ciJ SOPAC ....S. a etriko 011 SATJJWI ISLAJCD, IIAIIOI 

ATOLL, &I'OWid noon, 16 April. IU.te wre JU.de on the Nn'III.J in tho diopc-eal 

Olld per-1 "ct101l8o 

Liberatore alto aUacltecl SAUIWI, on 17 Ap-il. ~ Daitho.r or theeo ho 

etl'i.be at SI.TAIWI •e an ..,...,. interception .,cOUDtered, altb<JU&h tift 11111-

d.,ti!iad plano• wro ,.., 011 tho air!iold. 

,.,_ :hOO p.a., 16 APC'il to )100 p.a., 17 April, llinor Jap contact• nr. 
....S. bT our VOUD4 !arcoo in tho - TCI!Oilll.l periaoter. ~ the ooutb alope 

or Hill S()() on .... etiaatad JUObor of the C-o' •e !OUDcl q iJI, S.'f'ID ot tho 

IIIOIIT wro l<1llad. 0\lr ca""alt1oo wro two ldllad iD acti011 ancl oix wounded 

iD act1011. Ill a ooct1011 whe.ro tho FIJI pat.rol bacl l<1llad l2 Japo, our &rtilliJ'T 

•• l'lll&ad on bllt no roporto ban boon aa4o ot tho aoti<lll. 

I ~ 16 April, iD •tero ott tho eoutborn ialanclo of the BCiflll CIUJii, the 

wbMrino SIAIIAVlill roporto ba'rine WDk ono aad1• oioo OD""'f fro1&)>t•. 

{ 

'fbo Ollbu.rino 1!WIIIm, on tho - dl:f, baobordad OlllLIIX ISUIID, llhich i o 

apprardaat~ 210 alloo oaet of 'I'RUX, iD t.ba CAROI.INE ISLA!ID IJ'O'Ij). 

~ l6 April, tho OIII>Mriaeo BARB ancl S'l'l!:&UlJW) bollbardad RASA ISUIID, 

l 'lllhloh l..o Jlllt - or PAU'IWI ISUIII), P!llLIPPIIIB IJ'O'II)• 
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UNITED STATES F L££T 

HIADQUARTDS or THI COllWA.~ Ul ()UU 

14AVY OJirAitTMJ.Ir'T, WAtliii'IC:TO~'. 0 C: 

S9!1!H AID CDmi.I.L PACITIC (Cc!!t'<l. ) 

9 a.a. 19 Aprlll944. 

Dvin& ~bo Di&bt ot l}-16 Ap.ril, pa~rc>l planoo '"-bod llllQIII[ LSUIID, 

11onbwn IIOOOJ.IIIVILL&. The.r ~od ! 1r• • in IIOSlXIA &ncl &loo hit CAHI 

L0AVEBDY, 00\lth 1!UKA and IURI BI.Y, DOrtbo&ot IIOOO.UNVllJJI. Tho NUllA II1.IIU. 

J-tt,y •• pani&ll,y donrqJod aod. t..ato DOrtb ot ~bo liXTA air nrlp woro 

otratod. A bri<la• at .AROI'i plant.&t1..,, -tl~ut lmA, • • <loot.ro,yod. 
TOll Jape, 1lbo..,.. in 011 &boodcmod boat.....,. TAU!U.TO ISUID, ooutb T(X)Ul, 

. ... killed. 

Patrol pl-o t..bod PAHAPAI PUIITAt'IOII, KAVllliO. 

lluriq tbo IIOmia& ot l6 April, Dawrt.lou dive bcaboro and AYqer plaooo 

bcabod aoti&iroratt poa1t1..,. at VIJli.UAIIAU, IWWIL, &ncl l ett ~ho t1&ld una­

Yioooblo. Tho ant1&1rC1'att t1ro halo<! oi&flt. ot 011.r pl-• · 

Tho RATAVAL wPPl.Y &roa and. RALIIAIIA, RABI.UL, wro bombed 2l lli~ebollo. 

Olio ot tho llitchollo wo ~ b,y ant1a1rC1'att t 1ro. 

Aftii&V plonoa bit ttii!XA, IWWIL, &ncl ..,. plono •• du&sod b,y aoti­

&irC1'att tiro. 

Dawltl .. o d.iYo bcaboro nruck at tho RAPOPO run-.ro ond rnotaonto at 

IWWIL. 

Tho r&Yn ... to at IC!RAVAT, IU.IWJL, w r o attacked b,y llracobru. 

Tbroo pouibl,y aorYicoable bar&•• in KE!.\VIA BI.Y, IIABAUL, and bu.ildingo 

Door CAPl! LIOUAII, wro ••~ on t 1ro b,y t~or plano - P•• 
Dew>Uou d.ift b-• &Del bqoro - a dw•c:JIIS hi~ oo I"" poooiUooo 

at 11111. &Del IWWl.\TA anti&ircratt pooo1Uooo. Tlo> bqero wro doaopd b,y 

ant1&1rcratt tiro onr 8I1U. 

Tho lute 111 eOftral ot ~boo BUKA Yillas•• w ro tl&tter>od out b,y Dawltlooo 

d.iYo bcabero. 

IUIIJ. &irti old wa hit. b,y 2 Libor&tcra . 

Dawltl••• d.iYO boooboro aocl Ver>t.lll'u hit t.arcoto in north CltOISllllL. Two 

Da..Uooo pl&Doo .. ,.. d&Mcod &Del ..,. •• dc1mod, but. t.ho crow ot tho l&tt• 

wr. reecued. 
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UNITE D STATES F LEET 

fltADatl.UTnl W TKJ: COM.MAtoDD l"f OClD' 

'tlAVV DIPAirTMIJi'T. WAIHI\:CTO.._ 0 C 

prrH AID CII1'RAl, PAQIPIC (eopt. 'd, ) 

9 •·•• 18 AprU 1944. 

S.ftl'al tiru .. ,... ~artod. in an ~Uco cl1llj) at T!LILI, b7 24 IIJ.t-
oballo. 'l'hHe pJ.-.,oo wr. d&Mcocl b7 ant1&1r0l'att tiro. 

Licbt.ninc• ot.art.ocl t iroo at 1'tllW'()fl, IWIAUL. 

Airocobroo boabocl TALILI. 

Ill tbo alto""""' at 15 AprU, fiabtor - - ~ratocl a bars• 1n tho DliU 
01 rcu I3LAIIDS. 

Coraairo ...t l'o'lntlon cl1ft boM&ro attack..s ll:lSIGA pD pooit.iOM, -b­
w ot. I(JI()AIJI'Ill.LZ. !1107 aloo bit otbo:r poo1t1oa.o &lcog tbo DOrtboaot. coo~. 

At 1110 a.a., 16 AprU, I torrit1o uploaiCO •• CAQOocl b7 a patrol plono 
an4 _.,... tiroo wro ot.art.ocl 11Ub--*l7 at OUBLal ISUIID, TRIJX ATCU.. 

rrc. 3•00 p.a. , 15 AprU to )100 p.a. , 16 .lprU, p-CIIllld torcoo en tho oaot 
TQIOUN.l parla.ot.or ldllod. 4) at an oot.iooltocl total at ~ Japo, locatocl bot_,., 
Ul& ~ llld. 501. Our caou&lt1oo w ro oix ldllocl 1n action and. 8 'OOIII!od.ocl in 

ootico. At IIAGIIIE ISLAND, wot ot cur .BOOQAIH'IILLI poe1t10M, 10 Jap ohallo 
all in tbo aroa. 

D> tho '11.cin1t7 or tbo TBDSSI RIVm -h, a d.ootroror bo<ab&rd.ocl .,.., 
inatall&t.iCIIUI . 
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UN ITED STATES F LE!rT 

IIIADOUA.It'TBIS OF T il l (O)otMM'DIJt ll'f CUICI" 

,.AVV DI!PARTMF~"'T. WAtfiiNOTO:f. D. C. 

9 a.a. l.8 Ap'll 191.4. 

SOUJM AND CII1JW, PACIPJC (CC!It 14 , } 

CD 17 Ap'il, bet- 11100 a.a., Ulll 9•)0 a.a., 19 DauntJ.oao clin bcoobero, 
16 Caroain u ul 2 , _ _.ao, - ud et.J'&te4 bar'ftcluo, ct1&irc1'an pod­
tiOGa ID4 tho l'l41o at&ti ... at worn, ..... tbo barracka IDd ra<lio atat.lca, 
llreo ....,. oboerft<!, ll1Dor clulac• •• llllltare4 1>7 a Caraair c d a o-tloN • 
.1. T-va, wbllo atr alJ.D&, •• -~e4 1>7 utiaircraft lire, 

Tbere were two attacu cc IIILLI, 011 17 April, one at 6alS a .a., Uld tho 
otber at Sa2S p.a. The attacko wore aa4a bt S Coroairo who bit antiaircraft 
~it.1011o eel tho radio atati<D at tho north M14 at tho Atoll , The antiair-

craft lire -· aac•r. 

CD 17 April, trca aic!r!lcJat to 3a40 a .a,, JALUIT Atoll -.. bcabocl b7 12 
llitcllollo aD4 h1oo br 3 Vooturao 'IIIIo bad re..,.e4 at BOI lSLAIII, IOI.I.JAL&IX 
.l!a.L. It. 1a Nt1.-t.e4 tbat. 1A tbo rlc1A1tt at JABal TCJDI Ulll lllll!OII ISLAND, 
tort1 po...-t. at tbo booabo fall 1A t.arcat ..-o. Tbo antiaircraft tire •• -· Tile llit.cballo who pt.rtidpat e4 1A tbo JAlUIT otl'ike, bad pre'fiouol,r 
bcabocl TAROl trca 81)0 a.a., to 10100 a.a. It 1o ~e4 t hat. oiahtr per­

coot of tbe booabo toll 1A tbo tarcot area. Tho Ult.laircratt tiro •• IIO&I&r• 

Dlar1.ng tho llicht at l.S-16 April, actor torpoclo boo to trca TREASURY ISL.Um, 
nrate4 tbo lllBO Rl'lill, oout.h llCUlot.IIIVII.. Tbq aloo roocuocl tho crow ot a 
DauntJ.ooo cliYo ~ ott VAIIIIV.LSIJ POIIIT, nortboaat. CHOI.S!IIJL ISUJID , 

Durin& 1S April, actor t.orpoclg booh trca llllll!I.U lUIIle4 a rocomaiuuco 
pt.rtr ca IIJSS.W lSLUID ID4 t o- no t.rac. at tbo • .., tboro. 

Doazo1Aa tile ~ ot 14-lS April, tbo lWWil. Area •• bcabo4 b7 3 111\challo. 

CD 1S Ap'll, at ) 13S a.a., a patrol pluo trca OOI'AC, bit. DUBLOII UIU.ND, 
TRUI .I.'.!OLL. 

!luriD& tho llicht of 14-1S Ap'il, otbor patrol pluoo bcabe4 tho air otrip 
at UVIBIIG, ao &leo UTIJM) Tall . 

Patrol planoo oarr1e4 ~ tboir acU'fitioo dllriAc tha nicht at ~1S 
April, b7 l>oeina .I.ITW, llal.llll, l'laiATA Rl'lill, •-at. BOOQIJJIVIIU, 

Dalmtlaoo clift bcal>oro - A~o, dou-111& t bo •OI'Ilill& ot lS April, bit. 
mn&M!J I'UIIT.l!D, m.tfAT, u4 c:aaooe4 _,..... flreo • 

.lnacero 1114 Dalmtlooo clin bcabore daaoce4 tho bcolber at.rip at WUILU, 
W.wt. r...r O....tlooo clin bcaboro wore daaoce4 bt u t iairoratt tiro, 
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UNITE D STAT ES PLE&T 

HEADOUAitTUS 01' T'I-IE CO!otloi.ANOCit IJII CtUU 

HAVV DIPAanu:NT. W.MKI~H D c; 

SC!m! AJ!I) CfiWL PAClFIC (Cc!!t's!.) 

9 a.a. 17 .lpril 1944. 

At -, on l6 AJll"il, l6 .llar1M Coroairo &114 2 Vantun.o bcmbacl IIOrJ.S. 
Ther...,.. tollowc! at l2a10 p.a. , bT 10 .llar1M D&Witloeo cUvo baab<lro. A 
Uttlo latar, at 12140 p.a., 10 .., ... Dall>tlooo cliYe balboro one! 8 Kelleah 
.,.,.. in &lid nratocl t he barraclc., anUaircratt poaitiooa and two ...U boato. 
The an~att tire in tbo cow .. ot tbo attooka wa ..,dorato. Our pl&Doo 
...tt ... oc! DO cluop. 

At 81)0 a.a., 16 April, 6 llar1De Coroairo balboc1 llllLB &lid wre back 
qa.ID at la)O p.a., t o c1rop .., ... boabo. There wa DO antiaircr&tt tire, 

Bot- IllS a.c., and lOaOO a.a., 16 April, 12 llitohall pl11100 hit 
II.UIEUP with WIOb,.rTocl rooulh. Raanoing at IIAJURO, ) ot tbo llitchallo 
otruck at IIIIDJ, JWJIT A'I'OU.. The weatb• wa .,.,.roa.t , 

llino llitoballo, clur1nc tho attomoon ot l6 April, droppecl boabo en 
IIILLI. The anU o.in:r&tt tire wo walt. Raoulh at the bcabin& wro UDCI>­
wl'TOd. llo -_. wa r oco1Yocl b7 CIIIJ' 1'1-•· 

Ck1 l6 April, patral. -oro boeod bodldinp '"' P.uDI ISUIIl and otartocl 
tiroo. 'ndo tlisht aloo boalbocl buil<IJ.n&o en ANT ISLAJID. 
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UNIT ED STATES FLEET 

HIADOUAJtt'J!:H5 OF TlUl C0MMAXDE:K IN CtnU 
"'AYY D!PA.RTM~~. WAI:IIINCTO~'. D, C, 

SCU'l'H .\IJ> CfNTR!<L PACIFIC (Cont 1d, ) 

~ p .c , 16 April 194~ . 

Durinc the ni8)1t of :U.-15 April, LCI•s f rom Tlll:lA.SURY ISUND, shelled 
llOSICA, BOUGAINVI!.lS. 

During the same nJaht, & patrol plane, operating with motor t orpedo 
boats, strafed PURIATA. 

llotor torpedo boats fro., the TOROKTIIA Area strafed pillbo>:es near JAB.\ 
RIVER and ""r• in tum themselves straf ed by an unidentified plane. 

Night pet rol plones bombed and st rafed liOSICA , AITIJ!A , started a tire 
at KAIU air!iald, hit CAPE !lZIS and eatPOP, i n northeast centr al ~IE':V li!J::LANO. 

At KABAIRA BAY, 5 llitchall bon:ber• otarted fires . 

On ll Apr il , bet><een 4:30 a .m. , and 5:18a.m., 18 Liberators f rcm SOPAC , 
bo:nbed Enll I$LA:<O, and other S<llall !a lands in t he vicnity of TRUK . A night 
fighter attempt ed to inter cept six bomboro . 

During tho morning of :U. April, Dauntles• dive bo!nbers bolllbed antiair­
cr aft pos i tions at VUJIAKANAU, RABAUL. Avenger planes left the air strip un­
serviceable . Eleven of IJUI' planes were dam!J.ged by ant iaircraft tiro , 

In t he RATAVAL supply area, RABAUL, a huge axplosion was caused by 
llitchell banbers . Antiaircraft f ire hi t one bomber . 

A good fire W'~s started at 'IUNAI'OPE, RABAUL, by \7arbawk.o , but onti­
aircratt fire dsnL'Ged t v.'O planes . 

Dauntles.s dive bombers and Avengers struck the KA.DAIRA BAY per.sonnel 
area . 

Fighter sweeps, during 14 AprU , sot on f ire four boots, one large barge 
in KA.BAIP.A BAY, strafed other barges in this area, at!.d also strafed bouse~ 
along the northeast cent ral coost of NI:;.T mELAIIO . 

During the afternoon of 14 April, Dauntloso dive banbers and Avengers 
hit the coastal guns at BUKA, destroying one gun at J.!Al.IAGATA . Two Dauntleos 
dive bombers and o.oe Avenger n r o damaged by antiaircraft fire . 

Along the northeast coast of OOJCAlli VILLE, f:iaht er banber• attackod 
targe ts or opportunity ond destroyed cw.ny huto along th e south TO:WKlNA 
perL"'leter . 

-9'/fl-. 

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
UN I TED STAT ES FLEET 

HIADOUAATIItl OP 111& COMWAI"DIJt Itt Cutl'P 

tu.VY DU~-r. WAJlUJroGTO."I. 0 C. 

sam; Al.'D CUIT!Ill PACIFIC (Cont 'd. ) 

9 a.a. 16 April 1944. 

On 14 Apr U, a r oconn&iuanco plano strafed and d"""''!od • ""'all wooden 
vessel i n PUU.tiAT LACOctl, wut or Tll11K , and t.hen attacked tho bivouac area 
and radio inot.allation on AlJ:lT ISLAND. 

Throe Vonturu, at 7:45 a,a., 14 AprU, bollbed inat.allatimo in U:U: 
RA.'lBCil , at J(IJS.I.IE. A n-r of hits ....,.. scored on pion, 'OI&roh<>usu ancl 
gun pcaiUono . 

At 8:30 a.m. , 15 April, 10 Dcluntless, 21 Coraairs and 2 Venturaa, boJr.bed 
and otrafod barracks and eun positions on WOTJ!. Later, at 9:~0 a.m. , 10 
Dauntleoa and 12 Hollc>t o <>gain attacked tho area. Antiaircr aft tiro d"""''!ed 
one Oauntleaa . 

Froa 8:40a.m. , to 1:05 p. 11 . , 15 ;.pril, JAI.UI'f was attacked by 10 liitchalls, 
1 Uberator and 1 Ventura. N1.11ercus small tiro a were observed at JABOR . loleager 
antiaircraft tiro ollght4' dAao&ed one Ventura. 

TAROA was atto.ckod by l4 llitcheilo, between 11:10 a.m. , and 1:03 p .m. , 15 
April. Reoulto ""re unoboerved. One W.tchell ouotained minor da.,..a, a by M ager 
to moderato antiaircr 4!t !ira. 

Cun positions on UILLE ware attacked by 4 Uitchollo at 2:29p.m. , 15 Apr il. 
flo ant1aircr4!t fire """ encountered. 

Six l.;itchoila attacked oirt i olds on FaiAI'E, at 8:24 a.m. , and at ):54 P•"'· • 

15 April. Antiaircraft tire • • woolt. 

Q, 15 .lpril, 2 l!itchollo attacked a ....U en~ tanker, escorted by 2 s:r.o.l.l 
craft, northwest of PctiAI'E . One llitchell wao damaged by antiaircraft tire. 
A second night ot t hree llitchoils lat er attacked tho convoy, sank the tMker, 
sot on tiro tho eocor~s, ..,.,ich woro oubsequontl,y beached on AliT IS!.NID. HeaVY 
inaccurate antiaircraft tiro .. riousl,y d&lllllged mo llitcbell lilld s11ght4' damaged 
tho ros:al.n1:l& two. 
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UN I TE D STA T ES FLEET 

HtAOC)UAJtTI!It' OF TilE COMMAl"DUR IN CUt!W 
NAVY DIPARTML~T. WASIIIKfiTO~, 0 , C. 

9 a .m. 16 April 1941. . 

SOUTH AIID CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont •d . ) 

On the " oming of 13 April, d.l.vo and torpedo bo:llboro hit the 1:"\l.""''Y 
and personnel area, nt KAVIENG, !;!;;'."/ IRU.AllD . Antiair or att fire brought 
down one di ve boober and d3naeed 5everal others . 

During the morning of 13 April, dive and tor pedo bomber s attacked 
airdrome inotallntions at UKUNAI, IIE\1 BRITID. Two dive bombers were 
damaged by antiaircratt tire. The RATAVAL and TALILI supply areca were 
at tacked by llitchalls and a number of fires started, while 40 fighter bombers 
struck the MALAG~IA Arsa and destroyed n barge in the vicinity. 

On lJ April, Airacobrao started f ires near the RABAUL custaus whorl , 
and other f ight er planes set on fire " damaged su\xoarine chaser off RALUANA 
POINT, NEll a'!ITAIN . 

The per$onnel ttnd aupply areas, along the southwest. coa.st of BOOGADl­
VILIE ISLAt.fl, were at tacked on 13 April, by 17 fighter boo:bere. Re sulto wer o 
not reported . Dive and torpedo bombers attacked gun installations in BUKA 
PASSAGE . 

A preliminary report indicates, t hat on the early coming of 13 April, 
22 SOPAC Liberators , started fires on ETE!I !SUllO, 'fRUK ATCLL. 

At 9130 a .m. , 14 April, 12 llitchalls started expl ooions in t he lllll{!D.­
z.in& area at. El!IDJ . JABOR was also bcmbed. lleagor antiaircraft fire wa3 
encountered. 

Between 8:00 a . r.>., and 10:30 a .m. , l4 Apr il , 10 W.tcholle and 8 Cor ­
sairs l>Mbo<l and started fires in a cOJUp area near the ol d airfield on 
PONAFE ISLAND. lloder&te antiair craft f ire no encountered . One Corsair 
wa.e forced down but the pilot was recovered. 

Twelve llit cholls b®bed targets on TAROA from 11:15 a .m., to 1:15 p .ru., 
l4 AprU. TAROA was also attacked b:; 8 Hellcats at ll :00 a . m. lleagsr anti ­
aircraft f ire was encountered . 

At 11:00 • .m., l4 April, 16 Corsair• and 19 Dauntl ess ~mbed and strafed 
~/OTJE b3l'racks and storage installations. lleager antiaircr aft tire elightly 
damaged 1 Dauntl ess . 

At 1:00 p.m., 14 April, 6 Cor sairs tu1d l l.litchall otruek the IOILlE run­
way areaa . No ant iairc.ra.tt fire waa enco'Wlte.r('ld, 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 

J-{I~ADOUAa1'ERS Of TH~ CoMMA1U)£.Jt IN' CIIIU 

NAVY OE .. ARTME.N't. WASHISGTOS, D . C. 

SOU'IH AND CEN'l'JUl. PACIFIC (Cont 1d,) 

4 p .:n. 15 April 1944. 

On 1J AprH, a reconnaiooance plane otrated inotallationo on IJLUL, 
CAROLINE ISLAND CROUP, and ohrted a fire. Cn the o11t10 da.r, inotallationo 
on l'AKIN were bombed by a reconnaiesanca pl.ane and thre-e buildings were 
doatroyod. 

Batwoon ll:lO p.m. l4 April and 2:00 a.m. 15 April, eiF}lt or tan en ... y 
bomber• inetfoctively releaoed boonbo aver l!NIWETOK. Fo\U' of o\U' nighttight­
ers intercepted, and shot down t wo ot the ens:cy- pl&Ma, pl us one probable. 
Two ot our fight ers filled to retw-n. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

llEADOUA.RTE:It$ OF 1·HF. CO~'-lANDilk l!'f Cllllt.P 

.''4AVV Dl:P,.\JtTMI!..-rf, WASHir-"(;TOS, D. C. 

9 0.01. 15 April 1944 

OOU:IJI AND COORAL PACIFIC (Cont •d,) 

Between 1:39 p.m. and 2:55 p.m. 13 April, 12 l.!l.tchello bombod tho dock 
ord warohouoe area on JAIDR Ill<! inato.llationo on OOCJ. No antioirerait tiro 
wno enoountorod. Prior to thio attack, JALUIT Atoll was bombed by five 
Venturao l'rol!l 9:10 a .m. to 1:30 p.m. when explosion• wer o observed and moderato 
antioir<:ra!t fire dauged t.., of tho Venturao. 

At 2:05 P•"'• 13 April, 18 Corooiro and 2 Ventura• banbed !llld started 
!i.,..,o in tho barracks area on I'<OTJE . Later at 2 :50 p.:n. 9 Dmurt.less again bombed 
the area. lleager antiaircraft fire wa" encount:.el"'e<l. 

Six l.!l.tchells boCibed POiilrP£ runway and airdrome inst all ationa at 2 :05 p.m. 
13 April. !Ioder ate and accurate antiaircraft fire damaged one bomber , 

During the night of 13-14 April, 21 A1:my Liberator• bon:bed, in 2 waves, 
l!OSN, FEFAN, WBLON, liliAN and PARAN, TniJK Atoll, Fires and explosions wore 
observed on IIOS!I and P /ol'.AN , Throe single-engine ononcy- planes ino!focti vely 
followed our bomber• for about !orty•five minutes. Antioircrait !ire wao 
tlleager and ina.ccurat·e . All of our pla.nea retumed rithout. damage or casualties. 

The oub:narine 'IUNtiY returned from patrol of the IURIANAS and reported ae 
follow or 

~ 
l I.Cl aoo oubmarino 2,100 tons Cla ... BB 

2 ..,dium freighters or 
oiloro (about 9,000 
to110 each) 

1 I!INEKAZ£ llO 

45,000 tons 

lB,COO u 
1.215 tl 

64,215 " 

Tho oubmari.no !lLIJEFISH sank a 7 ,500 ton tanker northeast of BORNEXl , 
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UNITED STATES FLEilT 

HltAOQUAJitTJl'..RS OP THJl COMW.ANDU Hf Clll ti;F 

NAVY DBPA.RTM!NT, WASIU~GTOS. 0 , C. 

SOUTH AND CEN'IRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

9 a . m. 15 April 1944 

Curing the ~ht of 11-12 April, night ny;.,g Catalinao bombed inotall a­
t ione on ll&YI HA!IOI'm, PAUP.O ISUNO, Ou.!A Atoll, eoutheaot OOUGAINVIUE I SLA!iO ; 
W:J<I!IK ISLAIIO, northweot OOOOAIIIVIJ.l.E ISLAIID and SORAKFll PLAllTATION, in the 
MATCHIN BAY Area, .BOUGAI!lVILLE ISLAND , 

On the ~~:orning of l2 April, !iC'I>ters swept over the GAZELLE PiNUISULA 
coaot line in NEW BRITAIN, att acked 111d set on fire t , . ., bargee, otartod a !'ire 
1n the .Ba.':U'OP Area, and set on fire three t rucks near VUJJAKANAU. 

From J p,m, l2 Apr il to J p.m. lJ April, our patrols contacted a number 
Japanese northeast of the TOROKINA perimet er. Curing the niC'i>t of 12 April, 
enomy artillery shelled am aet on fire a !Uel dump north of the TO.~OKINA air­
atrip, badly dan:aged four ~t bo<tbero, olightly d*""<!•d l'.lve other planes 
ond injured one man. 

On 12 AprU, dive an:i torpedo bomber" at tacked the enemy bivouac area 
noar the SAUA RIVER, OOUGAINVILLE ISUIID , TOliOI.EI HAl'.OOR inotallations, soutb 
SOUCAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by Airacobras . Dive bombcro destroyed a 
number of hDU.Iea at KIETA, and Lightnings bo!l'.bed and str afed the Nlll.!A l;ut.!A Area, 
nort.boaot OOUGAl~'IIW ISLRJD. 

On 12 April, dive and torpedo bot>ber s otarted fireo in TALIU BAI, liE'II 
ERITAIII, aupply dumps, !lld att acked antiai.rcraft gun pooi t i ons weot of RABAUL, 
NEll EIUTAIN. Antiaircraft fire shot do'l!ll one torpedo bo!d>er. t.!itchells atta.ck­
ed west !lABI.lll. and started a number of fires . I n addition, oevoral buildirgs at 
RATAV .U. were destro)'8d. Antiaircraft fire d1n4ged two l.tit cholls. VUNAKANAU 
runw~ was att acked by tiEtt·ter bomber.s, but result s were not r eport ed . 

Ouriz1.l th e night of 12-lJ Apri l, reconnaissance planes bombed KAVI£NC, NE'II 
L'U:l.AIID, am started a number of fires, 

At 8 :10 a.m, lJ April, J Vent.urae bombed lo!ILl£. Resul ts were unobserved, 
Lat·er, at 2:45 p.m. the area wu agein bombod by om Corsair and. three Ventura.s. 
Results were not reported, 

Twelve llitchello hit inatellations on I.!ALOELAP from 10:04 I'""· to 11:01 
a . m. lJ April, 

At 11:27 p.m. 1J April, a Liberator bombed ai.rfield installations on PONAPE 
and started several tires. No antiaircraft tire- was eneounterd . Another 
Liberator dropped bombs on UJSLANG at 10o50 p.m. 
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• ' 
UNITED STAT ES F LEET 

HtADOUAitTIU OP' THI C0MMANDP.Il It' 01111' 

:oiAVV DCPAa'TKI.to;:T, WAfta'"Gl'O.'If, 0. ClJ.. ~~uril 19L4 

4 p .m. lc;w.L. , 

ALBUTlAJlS A.'ID N<JlTH PACil'lC ( Cont ' d , ) 

Between 11:00 P•• ·• 13 April r.nd 12:25 •·=·• l4 April, J Vonturllo 
on an ~d UC<>'VIaioo:>nce fil<!ht over K\JRJJiU ZAKI, 3URIBnCHI, aout~~t 

coast ot PA.'tAIIUSHIRIJ and lCAXIIIWit:!'SIJ "!IJI, I:OYCRO ":iJI, lruJIRA 1'1All, wut 

and oouth,..at coast ot rARAIIIJS!!Il!U, dropr-d a n\ll!lbor or banbs . Duo to 

cl ouds, complete reault.a "''ere not. observed. Heavy Md Sntttnoe antinir­

cr:.tt tiro ..... «>COunter ed over 11\J?.ABU W.I &nd meagar ""tia.ireratt t~ 

over t he other locations . All planea ret.umed. 

Thr<>o i.iboratoro wore over IIATStr.1ft , SllASOY..<TA:l on<' P:.iLW\ISliil!U, trOtll 

10:)0 p.m., lJ Aprll to 11: 30 p . .. . , 13 April . A number ot lxxnbo " ere dropped 

but due t.o elouds re8Ult s wero not observed . All pl4tlee returned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HBADOUAJITUS Oli' 'TH.B Co!.~M,ANDIUI IN ¢ HieF 

NAVY OlrARTMINT. WA.SHII"G1'0N, 0 . C 

SOUTH Aim CEl/TP_,\L PACIFIC { Cont 'd . ) 

9 a,m, l4 Apr il 1944. 

southwest BOOGADIVll.LE ISUIID. An """""'itioo dump near the ).[JBO RIVJ:ll, 
wes possibl y destroyod. 

Durine the n1sht of 12-l :l April, the oubnarine FDlBACK attackod an 
elte!I\Y convoy in the CAAOUNE ISLANDS are~ and damaged at least two ships. 
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NAVY D!PARTM!N'T. WA!JJUNGTO!':, D. C, 

SOUTH Allll CEliTi\ALB\CIFIC (Cont 'd,) 

9 a .m. 14 April 1944 . 

A l&tor reporL, with r elotian t o the en""')' ehollin£ or our nir str ips 
at PIVA, ~"5 AUGUST.\ BAY , BOUGAINVlll.E ISLAND, on 10 April, indicates 
that cne eli ve ond one torpedo bOillbor were destroyed and two planes badly danlll.ged . 

During tho night of 10-ll April, night flying Catalhas b011lbod enemy gu.' 
positiono at !.tOSIGA, central west coast of BCUOAI!IVILLE ISJ..Al;D, cmd t he north­
east C03st of BUKA ISU:IIl . BALAUl: ISlAND was also bo!:lbed <Uld a large fire 
started. On the aame night, 2 U.itchells damaged tl'.'O barges west ot RABAU"...,, 
NF:i7 BRI!/Ull , AntiAircraf t fire damaged one !.titcholl . 

On the 1110rning of ll April, dive and torpedo bomber a attacked the r un•ey 
and gun pooit.ions at KAVllliC, NE'!I JRELAJJD. Titeoe planes also attacked gun 
positions near RABA~, NE.V BRITAIII, and inotallations in the vicinity of 
lU.LAO:mA , Two buildings were destroyed at JU.lA('.UNA . AntillircrJ.i't fire daMasod 
one dive boober and one torpedo bomber . 

On the ~ftemoon of U Ap:ril, \'larhawks b'rlbed enemy gun posi tions at 
AI'rAR.A, southwest BOOGADJVD..LE ISLA.NO , and .su!)ply o.-r-ttas near TAVFJVA, central 
"""t coost of BOOCAIIIVlLLE ISLI.!JD, and IIARIRICI, south EI.IPRESS AUCUSTA B!iY, 
BCUCA DIVIUE ISLAND . Torpedo bombors •tarted large fires nt gun posHiono 
near WJ&AGATA, BOUOA.IUVI LLE ISLA1ID _, whUe four Airacobrns attacked and dazr.a.ged 
an enemy bc.rge off tho west coast of BtiKA ISLAo'<:>. 

The R.\TAVAL supply area, NEll BRITAIN, ~as attacked by !.titchells on ll 
April . A number ot explosions D.Dd fires started. ?cur !.(itchells sustained 
damnge by antiaircr aft fire. At about tho samo tir.!e, 39 f ighter banbers 
attacked targets east of RABAUL, destroyed one building and started fires . 
The =mition area, near TALILI, filM BRITAnl, was attacked by l2 :1arhswke. 
other tighter planes strafed enemy bargee near RABAUL, but results were not 
reported. 

On 11 April, a reconnsissance pLL~e bombed and atra!ed the airfield on 
Aim ISJ..AND, PULA'IIAT A'l'OLL, CAROLINE CROUP. Results were not reported , 

On ll April, a reconnaiooance pl ane seriously d&lllaged or possibly sank 
a Japanese subnarine somehwere in the C.:.ROJ.INE ISLANDS area . 

Between 7:00 a.a ., and 7:15 a . m. , 12 April, four largo caliber enooy 
•hells toll on an air strip at PlVA, <:.!.PRESS AUCUSTA BAY , BOUCAIN'IIU.E !SlJIIID, 
damaged t.., of our dive banbers, and wo\Ulded ono man . Enemy artillery shelled 
the area nelll' the TOROKINA air s trip, 

During the night of l2- l3 April, gunboat! (LCI) shelled I!OSIG:t , central 
west interior, BOUOI.IIIV!U.E IS!JJlD, while motor torpedo boato strafed PURIATA, 
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SOUTH AIID CENTP.AL PACIFIC ( Cont 'd , ) 

9 a . m. 13 April 1944. 

At 8;)0 a.m. , ll April., 5 Corsair!, bombed l.t.DLE. Due t-o overcast, 
re:!Nlts were tmobserved. No antiaircraft f i_re wae encountered . 

At about 8:45 a .m., ll April 10 Dauntless and 16 Corsairs bombed and 
3trafed a.ntiaircr.lft bat teries on the southeast shore of \':QTJE. Moderate 
antiaircraft tire dAmaged one Corsair , 

Between 8:45a.m. , and 10:30 a .m. , ll April, 12 Uitchells and 12 Hellcats 
bombed installations !lnd l"'lll'""YS on TAROA . R.,.ulte were not oboerved. 
)Jeager antiaircraft f ire was encoWltered. 

At 10:15 a .m. , ll April, the old field and runway areas on PONAPE, were 
hit by oix Mitchells. l.!oderato antiaircraft fire ciaroaged one Uitchell. 

Twelve llit chells banbed JAilOR TO:'.'N and liliiDJ, in JALUIT ATOLL, between 
1:00 p.m., and 3:1 5 p.m., ll April . lo:eDSer antiaircraft d~~r.~&Sod one lli.tchell . 

At 8:05 a.m. , 12 April, PO!!A.."E storage areas and radio inato.llations, 
toget her with airfields, were attacked by 6 llitchells and 8 Corsairs . Small 
boats in t he Vicinity were also at tacked. Intense antiaircraft fire was en­
coWltered. 

Between 8:15 a,m,, and 10:35 a .m. , 12 April, 12 Mitchells bQrnbed JAilOR 
and E!:lDJ, in JALUIT ATOU.. Result• were not reported . No Mtisircraft fire 
was encountered . TAROf. gun positions ... era bombed by 12 Mitchells, 011 the 
morning of 12 April . 

1/inetean Corsairs and 2 Venturas bombed and otrafed the runwa,y and gun 
positions on I'!JTJE, at 10:20 a .m. , 12 April . Two Cor sairs were d!l1114ged by 
ant iaircraft f ire, At about the samo time, 10 Dauntless attacked the area, 
One Dauntl ess oustained slight ciaroage by anti aircraft tire. Later, at 11:30 
a .m, , the gun positions ~~d run~ were again attacked by 12 Hellcats and 10 
Dauntless. Jl.eager a.ntiaircratt fire ?.08 encountered. 

\ 

The subme.rine REDFDl reported oinl<ing one 
\ llrlll-'NAO, 

en~ destroyer south of 
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SOUTH AND CENTRIJ. PACIFIC ( Cont 'd , ) 

9 a .m. 13 April 1944 , 

On tho lllorning of 10 April, a reconnai ssanco plane started fir•• in 
the DUBI.Ctl warehouse area, TRUK ATOLL. An oneey nisht Iightor uneucceoe­
fully attempted interception. Other roeonnaiooanco plan&s banbed TABAR 
l'Sl.AND, o!f northeast central l/E\'1 IRD.AND, and struck at ene,.,., gull posi­
tions south of ArrARA lliSSION, southwest BOUCA:ClVILLE ISLAM) , 

On the morning ot 10 April, llitchells attacked airfields in the 
vicinity of RABAUL, ~'EW BRrrAIN. Dive and torpedo banbers attacked VUNA­
POPE, RAlUANA POINT, ond KERAVIA BAY. A nwnber of hi ts were scored on 
buildings in RALUAliA , Antiaircraft fire c!Maged four dive bolr.bers and one 
tot"pedo bomber . Although ! our enMI,y' ! ighter9 were airborne, no attempt to 
intercept our at tack was made . On the same comins, 22 lUtchells start ed 
tires and explooiono in the RATAVAL supply area, while ot!lr.r dive and tor­
pedo bocnbers destroyed bu1ldiJ1&s and ot arted fires in TALILI BoW, 

At noon, 10 April, tighter planes swept over the GAZELLE peninsula 
coast, !IEi'i BRITAJN, destroyed one and damaged two barges in LASSUL BAY, 
and strafed a barge at RALUANA . other fighters dostroyed a barge near 
URI plantation, DUKE OF YORK !SUNil. A Ventura bombed and stro.fed in­
otallations nt LONTIS, northwest BUKA ISLAND. 

Four large cali ber shells fell in the vicinity of the 'l'QlOKINA air 
strip during the morning of U April. Sate material damage was sustained 
but none t o plane.s. 

On 11 April, a reconnais.sance plane baQbed, strafed airfield installa­
tions on AL£'1' lSLA!ID, PULAWAT ATOI.J.., CAROLINE GROUP, 

On 11 April, n reconnaissance plane unsucc~sstully attacked a small 
ene.v vsssel and its escort anchored west of ULUL, CAAOUNE ISIJJIDS. Another 
reconnaissance plane, at about the same time, bocubed aod strn.fed i."lstalla­
tions on OROLUK, CA.'lOLlllE ISLANDS. 

The subnarino SEAHORSE snnk two largo enemy freighter• off GUAJ.!, on the 
morning o! 8 April. Another freighter wu ounk wast of S.UPAtl, on tho after­
noon of 9 April. 
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HAVY DI".PAaTlll'"''• 'ffA.NII"C'TO.'t. D C. 

SOllrH NaJ CWTRAJ, PACIFIC (Cont' d , ) 

4 p .a. 12 April 1944. 

Be~woen 2sl5 •·=· and 5•30 •·•• 11 .lj)ril, 23 Arr:I;r Liberat.ora bombod TRUK. 
E>Q>looiona and !'l.rea were obeervod at. OUBLON T011i and !.!OEN. Althouah al.x 
el'liiiOy planeo were eighted, onl;r one a~t.elcod, but without ettect . Arter loav­
ins the target area, two Liberator• wer·e loot. The cau,oe 1e unkr\olon, 

At. 2s20 p..,. 11 Al)z'il, a Liberator bombed PONAPE. Reeulto were not reported. 

\ \ 

The eubcarino SlLVERSIDIS returnod i'r<D pet.rol ot the IURIANAS and CAROUN! 
Areu and report.od ·~ onottre1ght.er (4 , S()() ton.) and one tre1ght.er or oiler 
(),000 to ... ) . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQW.aTUI or TNI CONXAJII"Da 1"1 OUIP 

f'I:AVY DIJI'AaTWL"fT, WAJUI"fG'TO.~. D. C. 

::OlTl'H Allll C>NTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d . ) 

9 a . o. l2 April 1944. 

On 10 April, • reconn!lissanco plano atr&l'od n grounded mediUIII bolober and 
&ntbl.rcratt gw> positions 3t S~TA\'WI, CAROLINE ISl./JiDS . 

The aubmarine PAI!PANI'l'O attaehd a convoy, l.l.$ lllil.eo north of 1'/0I.E/U and 
J acored two hits on a freighter. 
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UNITED STATES F LEET 
lie.AOOUA.TIU or TH1 C0MW.QI01Ut Ul CIUIP 

HAVV DIPAJtTW&Jrr. W~ll'fGTO~, D. C 

SOOTH AIID C!:tll'!'.A!. PACIFIC (Con~'d, } 

9 a.c. 12 Aprll 1944. 

Durin& 7 AprU, dive an<l ~orpedo bombero attacked RAPOPO, NEn BRITAIN, 
whllo lli tchollo bombed tho UKUliAU runwa,y. Lightning• Md Airacobrao otarted 
firoa near VUNAPOPE . other !ightar planoa otratod !<>W" bergoo in KERAVIA BAY, 
KIHn.I, llim BRITAIN. 

Durin& ~ho nig!Jt ot 8-9 Aprll, a night nrin& Catalina bor:.becl IJ:TARA 
IIISSial, 80Uth BOU:;/.Il/VILIB rsut;D. On tho ... .,, nJ.tht, 7 llitcholla otarto<l 
explooicno and tiru in tho "~~hart aroa at RA!IAUL, 1::."':1 Bl'.Itt.lll . 

At 101~$ p. m. , 9 April and at 2 :00 p. m., 10 April, 6 Coroairo attacked 
MILLE. Hito wore acored on tho ronway and firoo ot3rtod. ~ticircratt tire 
d~~ged one Corsair. 

A r oconnaiosance plano baobed the nn I'CtliJ'! air stri p on 9 April . In 
tho sue dar, Mother roconn&io&Mce plane strated and bcobed ._ beached ship 
and inot&llations at Cl<J.IJK. 

In ~'lo attemoon ot 9 April , dive an<l torpedo bombers attacl<o<l m-.r 
bivouac aro14 out ot tho TaiOI<INA perimeter . other inuallations around tho 
per~eter woro olso nttacl<ed. 

Durins tho night of 9-10 April, a <lestroyor bombarded en""'l' 8'11"1 emplace­
ments , naar IIAIIACA"l'A, oouthweot BOUCADlVILLB I3l.A!;J) . 

Six D&untle .. ond 8 Halloau bombed tho .mart area and started a tiro 
at JABO!l, JJJ.UIT, at !!:12 a.a. , 10 .\prU. Pourtoan W.tchells olso attocked the 
aru between 8:00a.m., and lOs)O a .a ., 10 April . 

FrOJI 10 1$7 a .o . , 10 .\pril to 2:00 p. m., 10 April, 15 IUtcholls bo'lbed 
hSJ>zars, barracl<o Md Ell" pooitions on TARCA. i'rior t o tho.t, at 9: )$ & . l'l ., 

J LiberAtor• destroyed a nlll1lber o! barracko and bulldin8S· Cne t.:J.tchell wao 
c!aot.ged by antiaircraft ! ire . 

At 12:13 p.m., 10 April, 10 Dauntless and 8 Coruira bocl>ed ancl atratod 
71JI:J: inat&llations. Later, u 1:25 p .m., 10 Dauntloaa and 11 Hallcata attocked 
run>r31S an<l antiaircraft !lUll positions. l.!oagor antillircrait tiro ""' oncountoro<l. 

At 1:2S p.m. , 10 April, PO>IIJ'"l ""' ba:lbod by 6 W.tchollo . r.eal< anti air­
cra!t fire waa encountered. 

At about 6 s30 p. m., 10 April, an air atrip at PIVA, !:lG'RESS AUCUSTA BAY, 
BOUCADlVILL£ ISI.AIID, was hit by 12 one~"'" sholla. Tan dive and torpedo bomber o, 
plus one ~htnine wore d.ooa&ed• The en.-..r artil1•r.v was subsequently ailencod 

by our batteries. 
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NAVY OBPAR.T'M8~T. WAJHINGTO:o;. O. C. 

SOU'n! ,;NIJ C!llTRAL PAClFIC (Coot 1d . ) 

9 a .m. 11 Apr il 1944. 

On the ea.rl.y morning o£ 8 A9r il, W.tcholls started !ires 1n IUVIWC, 
HE\'1 .IRSLAND, airdrome instllllations . Fifhter olanes, lat er, stro!ed the 
area . Antiaircraft fire Orought da-.vn one VF . 

During the morning of 8 April, dive and torpedo bombers started f irea 
and explosions 1n the RATAVAL supply area, RABA' IL, 113":1 BRITAIN. LAlW!AU 
a.irdrane installations were boltibod by l!it.ehells and a number or hit!!! soored 
on the nmwny And revetment s. The northeast corner of RABAI..'l. TCT.m was bQCibad 
by f ighter bOO'bers . Fires and explosions were observed in thia LLrea attd near 
t he oil tllld cool. dooks . 

On the lliOrnin& of 8 April, the I.Wfi.C~TA Area , southwe•t :3CUGA:tt-'VILlll 
ISI_I.IID, was bombed and st rafed by Airacobras and dive bombers, while dive 
and t orpedD bombers started ! i re• 1n tho biv<>ou:.c :u-e1:1 northeast of the TOR().. 
!{IliA perimeter . The J.:CNOITU I!ISSION Area, southwest BOLGAINVIJ..U: l st.\llll , 
>:as bombed by 4 Liberators . 

Durinp, the period 3:00p.m., 8 April 1111d J :CO p. m., 9 Apr il, our troops 
kill ed 46 Jap1111ese 1n t he TOROKINA Area . Our c""ualtioe, ll ld.lled, 7 wounded 
and 3 missi ng. 5, 370 enea>,y dead hevo been counted during the period 8 !larch 
~~- -

During tho night of 8- 9 April, ni ght nys.ng Catalinao bombed PORTLAND 
ISLAND, ~'est of IIlli!/ HANOVER, NS'II lREIJ;IID, and BCRPOP, east central !IE'// lllELAND . 
The AITARA lJl :l$10:1 Area, southwest BOOGlillVILLE I SLAND, was also bombed . 

I 
The sul::marine TRICAi~1 operating northwest of LU:ZCNJ dD.maged a large 

en~ tanker with two torpedo hits . 
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont •d. ) 

9 a .m. 10 AprU 1941. . 

At 6z:JO a .m., 9 AprU, 6 Corsairs bombed t he IULLE runwa:r area . The 
area was again bombed by t hese pl anes at 11:15 a .m. lloderat e antiaircra!t 
t ire was encountered. 

Airfield installations on PONAPE ""re attacked at 6: )0 n .m. , 9 AprU, 
by 6 llitchella and 6 Coranira . A number of f ires started. Vfeak antiair­
craft fire olightl:r damaged one plane . 

JAOOR TCr.IN, in JALUIT, was attacked by 8 Hellcat. and 7 Dauntless, at 
6: 40 a.m., 9 AprU . Antiaircra!t fire was msager. Sot .. oen 12:13 p.m. , and 
J : JO p.m., 9 April, ll l.!itchella bombed ·EI.IIDJ and JABOR. Soall f ire• were 
obaet'Ved on JABOR. lr!eager antia-ircraft fire waa encount ered at ElUDJ and 
none at JAOOR. 

At 12:27 P•"'• , 9 AprU, 9 Cors airs bon;bed VIOI'JE . Two fires were started . 
Later, 18 dive bc:Gbers acain attacked the area with tmobserved results . 

The TAROA X'Un~OJ' wao bombod at 2: 23 p .m., 9 Apr U , b:r ll Hellcats . 
l'l-ior t o t hat , 12 !lite hells bo.~bed the area bet >teen 6:15 a . m., and 12:13 p.m. 
Meager antiaireraft f ire was encount·ered. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HaADOUAJtl'&RS OP n..l! C0)4M.M'DBR I~ Clm::P' 

NAVV D&I'AkT'Mt.~T. WASHISGTOS, D. C. 

9 a.m. 10 April 1944. 

SOUn! AIID CEIITRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd . ) 

During tho nlsht ot 6-7 April, nl.aht flying Catalinas bombed IIOSIGA, 
southv.'<!lrt BOUGAII'IVILLE ISLAIID, and 6 llitehalla otartod tires and oxplosinns 
noo.r tho 'I'ALill PLANTA'l'IOO , !\ABAUL Area, Nt'll BRITA lN . 

On tho morning of 7 April, fighter bomber s started fires and destroyed 
buildings at RATAVAL, N!':tl BRITADI, while dive bombers scored many hits on 
gun po&itia'la in weot SIJ.IPSON HARBCR. The TALill PLAIITATICtl suppl.Y area 
was attacked by torpedo bombers and a number of fires started. Airdrcrne in­
et&llationa at VUHAKANAU and TOBERA wore attacked by 9 llitcholla . In the 
foregoing operations, ona Airacobra and 2 llitchello were damaged by antiair­
ora!t fire. 

During tho period ):00 p. m., 7 April - ):00 p.m., 8 April, our ground 
forces advanced against scattered en~ resistance east of the TOROKINA RIVER 
mouth, BOUOAJNVILI.E ISLAIID . Further details are not available at this time. 

During the nlsht of 7-8 April, enem,y posi tions, near the PURIATA RIV!!ll, 
BOUGADIVILLE ISUIID, ""re atra!ed bT r.totor torpedo boat&, and night flying 
Catalinas bombed l£0SIOA and AITARA IIISSION, southwest BOUGli.llVILLE I SLAND . 

During t he night o! 8 April - 9 April, 12 Army Liberators of t he 7th 
Army Air Force attacked TRDK and scored hits or. the OUBLON TCN\'!1 wharf and 
fuel atorage area. Another Liberator bombed the UOEN air strip witb unob­
aerved results. Yeager antiairQrsJ't fire wao encountered. 

On 9 April, single Liberators !rom the same force, bombed alternate 
t argeto on OROLUK, PONAPE and UJELANG . 

During tho night or 8-9 April, a Catalina attacked n eonvo7, 55 miles 
northw.,.t· ot 1\ULEAI, Results were unobserved. Anothor night nying Catalina 
banbed \70LEAl ISLAIID with unobserved r esults , 

At nom 9 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked tho KAVIENG, NE\'1 
IRWIID, air s t rip and gun poa.itions, while 2 Liberators bor.tl>od l£0NOI1'U 
IIISSIOO, aouth""st BOUGAINVILLE I!lLAIID. Warhawl<a attacked •nOI!IY pillboxes 
near tho mouth of the 1'EKESSI RIVER, BOUCUNVILLE ISLAND. 
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SOUl'!! :.Nil CUITIW. PACIFIC (Cent' d . ) 

4 p. m. 9 April 1944. 

At JtOO p. m., 7 April, 1, ICitchoUe and 8 Cor sairs !»'n'bed PCNIJ'E airclro.no installaUmo. llodsrate antioirerott tir o wu encountered. T'oo Corsairs ! 8 llod to return. 

Set....,n 7 :05 a.m., 8 April and 10 :20 a .m. , 8 April, ll Utchollo b001'bod TARCA &1rd.rCllllo inotallotiono . Throe planes wero darnaeod 'by moagor but accurate anti aircratt tire . 

At 8:25 a .m. , 8 Ap!"U, 10 Dauntlooa and 13 Cor sairs atlac'<ed -;m"JE . Later, at 9:15 a .~ .• 10 Dauntlooo, followed by 11 Hellcats, aaain attacked T.OTJ&. J.!aagor ontiaircratt fire d...,...ged 2 Cor•njro . 

lolL!.& woo att&ekod at 9:00 a .o ., 8 April, by 6 Coro:.irs . !!uaer anti&ircratt t ire was encountered . 

JALUJ'r ..... banbod twice by 3 Venturao at 9 :1S " ·"' · , and 2:2S p .m. , 8 April . Explooions ond ..,.,u tiroo, in the b&rracko, ""'G•zine and ....,.,_ houae &roas, were observed . J..ntiiJ.rcratt. tiro was z::eaaer . 

Botwoan 12:47 p.m. , 8 April and 4 :S8 p .m., 8 April, 11 llitch.Uo bombed JALUIT, A l argo t i re was otarted in JABC!t TOliN . :.!eager ant iairer att fire wa.s l!f!eountered . 
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lfiADOUARTitltS Oft T HII C0MMAJIII'Itllt IN CJUU 
'/:AVY D!fAlTM.£NT, WAIIUirl(lT4')1't, 0 . C. 

SQ!!TH MID C9lT!W.. !-ACI!'IC (ConL 1d. ) 

9 a ,m, 9 AprU 1944 . 

;.. C1naJ. report. ,..lativo Lo the 2 AprU Attac~ <.4o.inst. '!'!!UK by SOPAC 
plo.nea, indicates that 38 Japanese planes .,..ro deat.r<>yed, plus 7 probebloa. 
Nine enO!QT planes .,..ro dal:laged. 

On the early momina or 6 April, n~ht flying Caulina. bombed and 
sUenced en"".,y antiaircraft gun positiono, oouth of KIETA, east control 
BOOOAINVIU.E ISLAND. Tho KEl!AVAT and IWIAlRA Aroao, near RADAUl., wore :lloo 
bombed by theoe pl4noa . One Catalina woo ol~htly d&'113ged by antiaircraft. 
tire . 

During the mcrnine or 6 AprU, dive o.nd torpedo bombel"s athckod enO!QT 
installations 1n tho TALili BAY supply a.r .. , NS"! tl.".ITI.Il!, while 111tch..Us 
banbod LAY.IJXAI o.irdromo 1nstalli1ticns. One 111tchell and two dive boobera 
were ~ed by .nt1a1rcrott tire. Cn the ..,... lOOrr.izlt, Ughtnings ar.J l.ira­
cobraa otr&!ed a:td started !ires on tho Mot dd1 ot SI!ll'Sal !!AlUla!, !:Elf 
B;L'1'1J:: • 

During the &!Lemocn o! 6 April, f~htor planes in a S!<•ep over tiE:r 
IRElA!l!l and lit::/ BRI'!'AD:, so.nk a barge in SIIIPSO!I KAABOR, and strafed a number 
ot sea trucks along tho onst co••t o! !IE'Ii Iru::...h'D . On the same day, WAr hawks 
attacked targeta in the vicinit y or IMlA NU!.!A and KIETA , BCUGAllii'Il.U ISI..AIID. 

Between 9•33 p.m. , and 11:31 p.m., 6 April, 34 SOPAC Liberators bombed 
TRIJK and started a nWiber o! fires end eXj>losi<>ns in DUBLal W.ll . One flnlll\1 
plane intercepted and one Uberator is believed to hove been brought down in 
the v1cin1tr ot TRUA. 

l'r<x> 3:00 P•• ·• ~ April to ) :00 P·"'·• 7 AprU, our ground patrols wore 
sctivo &l'OWld tho 'I'Cll!lltnlA perl.:l:eter and found lOil\Y do.ad Japanese. The ~rec 
eaot or tho Ta!OIUliA RIVER mouth, has ll<>on cleared ot tho enel!l,)'. A destroyer 
bombarded tergets near tho JAB/. RIVE!l, EloiPR.ESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUG~niVILL!: ISLA!(!), 

Dur ing the night ot 6-7 April, an LCI gunboat ohollod ene:n,y gun positions 
at ll05ICA, southwest coaaL or BCUGAniVlllE I.SUI/0, 

On 7 April, a reconnsiaao.nce plano ~od and strated a radio station en 
ULUL ISLAND, 150 ..Ues ncrth...,st of TRlJK, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HtAOQUAITAU OP Til& COMMANDBiit Uol 0.11 1'" 

~AVV DBPARTM.BNT. WA$111.NGTON. 0 . C. 

SOIIrH AND CE!ITRAL PACIY.!C (Cont 1d,) 

4 P•" • 8 April 1944 

At 3:57 p.m. 6 April, 2 reoorm&iooaoce plllneo bcmbed l.!IILE. llo anti­
&ircratt fire was encountered, The following ~. at 5:55 a .... , another 
recoM&iooance plane dropped bomba on 14ItLB. No anti&ircratt tiro wao 
encountered. 

Between 9:04 a.m. and 10:3:> a.a., 7 April , J.WJIT was hit by l2 
llitcholls, Later, at 2:05 p. m. , 13 Daunt1es• and ll Rellcato bombed and 
otr ated the waterfront are"' A number ot !ires were started. lontio.ir­
er&tt fi_re was meage_r . 

Twelve Hallcato bombed l.!ALOELJJ' at 9:14 a.m., 7 April, Later, at 
10:26 a.m., 3 llitcballa dropped boabo. A n1.1lllbor o! hito were scored on 
the """'""' Again, at 12:14 p, m., 14 llitcbell• bombed the o.rea, but 
results were unobaorved. 

At 9:45 a . m. , 7 April, lJ COI"oairs and lJ Dountleo& attacked I'IO'I'JE. 
lont i&ircratt fire was meager. 

!'ON APE &irthldo and a baUld.to pl ant wore bol:lbed by 8 llitch ells at 
11:3:> a . 10.., 7 April. Results wore uncbsorvod. lloderato antiaircratt !ire 
ol.J.S>tl;r daagod one plono . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
tii.ADQUAitTl.S OP Ttfl COWMANDil Uf 0111.1' 

HAvY OI:PAJfT'Mil\'T, WAJIIINGTON, O, C 

9 a.m. 8 .lprU 1944. 

SOtml AND C:ll'l'!IAL PACIFIC (Cont•d, ) 

l'ort:r bulldingo at ARAUBltSAI/. 

AT §EAJ'L.YIE BAS§ 

!'our hangaro &lld -.11 buildingo. 

AT !ULM.AL 

lloro than twenty warehou.aoa dootro,..cl and enenaive dc..:o to docko and 

mmarou.s large t1r••· 

Warohouaoa, ~· and hangar• destroyed. 

AT ANCALIR 

Phosphate plant d ... sed, including docka and otorago buildl.ngo. 

AT BA!m.'l'IIU4P 

Ore doek d81aged. 

AT ATili.I'll!I 

Tho dock, r adio ahtion &a! other build1nso damaged. 

~ 

J.irdra. tacilltiu ond buildi.nsa in the ,.ttlemont wore damaged. 

bteneho uoWid inatallationa wore daoced, inclu41ng etorea, dUOij)o, 

INildins• · 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI:ADQ\!AitTQI 0P ntl COMN:AJma: I~ Ottt:F 

!UVY OUA.RTMLVf. WAJIII!'iCTO!'f~ 0 C 

9 ..... 8 April 1944. 

00111'11 AND CEiiTR.U. PACII"IC (Con~'d. ) 

Tho tollowin;t additional intormation hu boon receivod concerning tho 
oporationo ot tbo Taek Porco (6 BB, S CV, 6 CVL, 4 CVE, 13 CA, 3 CL, 2 CL(AA), 
60 DO), undor tho tactical c<lllllll&lld ot Adloir&l R. A. Spruanco, eaainot onoJIIT 
inotallationo and !orcea 1n tho wettorn CAROLI!eS; 

0.!!4 10 TilE MI!I BI OUR AIRCRAFT 

.urcratt 

o .. trol!!l m 
39 

~ 

~ 

Ccabatant Shipo 

r0o (WAKJ.rAI!! Cla.sa) 
1 Yoooel (poooibly 000, ~ or largo P.C.) 

~rao, 6 100dium, B 
IJIUJ.l AK 

3 lar&•, 1 modi ... , 1 
..all Jl) 

l pickR boat 
l-100 toot boat & other 

&mall cratt 

Probably Oootro)!d 
15 

9 

~ 

Da01Aged 
1 DD (WAKATAIIE Claea 
converted to Cll) 

Damyad &. Beachocl 
1 largo,2 meCU\Jil &. 

s ... aU AlC 
1 ....n IJ. 

SU!il Kf Sll4 8! SIJ!\I'ACB .ICTI<Ii 

1 ...all JJ., 1 APe, 1-200 ton cout.al voual 

~ 
lOV'P, 1 VFN, 9 VB, S VT, 
8 plloto, 10 air cr......,. 

Opontiopol, 
il VP, 4 VB, 6 VT, 
S pilot•, .) air creliCI.en. 

No cl•ag• wao • ...,tai.nod b;r any o! our eurtoco unite. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADC)UAR'rt.Q 0V TM& CoMMAN'DIUt HI CUU:J' 

NAVY DIJ'AaTldDi'T, WASHI'"GTO)I, D. C. 

9 a.a. 8 April 1944 

900!'1! Rip Cpii'RAL PACII'IC (Cont •d, ) 

94tweon 8t42 a.CI. and lOtJ,O a .m. 6 April, TA.''tOA waa bod>ed b7 twelve 
111tchello, A large tire wu started. Ant1&1rcratt. tiro waa ,..agar. 

At 9•45 a.m. 6 April, IIILI..S ,. .. bombed by three Venttrao. No ontiair­
cratt tire W&l encount·ere<l. 

JJ. lltl6 o.c. 6 .\pril, 6 ILitchel.ls boobed PO!IAPl!. J. largo tiro ot.art.ed, 
Ant.io.i.rcratt. tiro encoW>t.ored wu weal<, 

WOTJE wao attacked by lJ Coroaira at noon 6 April. Later, at l2t43 p.m., 
10 diva bori>oro attacked. Aga.l.n, at l:SO p,m. 11 Hollcata ond lO d.ivo bod>ers 
bombed t ho area, J.!eagar ant1&1rcratt. fire d&'llagod. ono dive baober, 

El.ovon llitcbells bombed t:l.!IDJ and JAJDR !rom 11:57 a.~:~ . tc 2t20 p.m. 6 April, 
lleagor antiaircraft fire wao encountered. 

Tbo 011bmar1Do ftll'l'ER rot.umod tram patrol ond reported •iDld.ni a 15,105 ton 
O!WSJ' tranoport <= ll&ru) tomerly the l'roncll ohip 01 k'lTAGIIA!I) , 

The wbmarino RASiER rotW'Md tro:a potrcl or clio KO'IHERLA!ID SAS1' INDISS and 

PIIILIPPINE ISLANDS Are& and reported tho follol'ing reaulto : 

Sank 
I"'iP T ANOO ll&ru 
1 AP-AJ< HITT AI l.laJ'U 
1 AI'-AX R!USKI ll&ru 
1 AX CHIIZ lleru 
l AP-AJ< HEI'I'O ll&ru typo 
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Oem•ged. 
l treid>ter TA1VKAIII lleru typo -

7,064 tons 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HR.ADQU.UttltS or TK1 C0).1MAHOCI IN CHIF.Jf 

NAVY D&P~'T. WAJJU~CTOl'l, 0 C 

4 p. m. 7 April 1944. 

SOUTH Al:O CZIITRAL PACIFIC (Con~ 1 d, ) 

Throe Liberator a boabod IIO!IOI'!U I!ISSICJI, aCNt.h interior BaJGAI!IVIUB 
ISUIID, dl.lrin& tho aomins of 4 April. J.t tho - t!Ae f.!ahter plano a 
otorted exploaiono and !iroa in GAZEIJ.l!: HA!tll(P., eneoey bu-ge hideouto, con­
trol west cooot BOOOADIVII.LB ISI.AA'D, and sot on fire inota.llations at 
AITARA ltlSSICJI, oouthwut cooat BOOGAlliV!!l.E ISUJID . The l!lBO RIVES and. 
Xl!TA Areas were aloo atrat6<1, 

During tho night or lo-S April, night flying Catclinao danlagod one ontlll)' 
barge east of tho TQIOLEI l'UJITATI CJJ, llOUOAIIIVllLE !StAll!) , other Catall nao 
bombed tho en!JliY radar inotallation on CAPE S'T . OEO!lCE, till// IRELAND, and 
liOSIGA gun poo1t1ono en tho oouthwoot coaot of llOUGAINVll.I.E ISI.JI/>'D , 

Dur:ina 5 April, l(Hchollo boc:lb<ld KJ.l!A and XIHILI, BCUGIJtlVILL3 ISUND, 
while d1 vo and torpod.o bocbero support&<! ground. troop operations alone tho 
not bank of the SAUA P.I7.:1!, east of tho Ta!OKDIA poril>eter, rou::Ar.IVliJB 
ISUJ1D. LightoJ.neo boabec! tho !:1::!1. NUllA '!lUlL .lroa, 5000;JKVII.L! ISUJID, 

At 1:)0 p.m , 1 6 A.prilJ a medium enfD)' banber was ahot do111 near ono ot 
our earrier forces , nor·t.h•aa·t ot KAvm:c, J®t :mELAJ-m . 

On tho early momine of6~U, a destroyer b<llobardod enem.v gun poo1t1ono 
oaot of tbe TOROKINA perimeter, llOUGAniVlLLE ISUI/0 , 

The submarine UPON, returned frOJll patrol in tho SOUTH CHINA SEA, and 
roporud tho following ouccoooes: 

l l&rge oiler 
l oiler !IIOiiEl IIAliU 
1 Passenger veaael or 

freighter 
i!OKUROKO IIARU 

l amall freighter 

- 10,000 tono 
- 10-020 tens 

- 8, 360 tmo 
- 4 ,000 tons 

32, )80 tono 

l troiahter 7, )90 ~ona 
2 Japcnoae t1ob1ng 

vesoels (by gunfire) ll and 75 tons 
7,490 tons 
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~N·TIJ14cfET 
~~"1' :r . .: 

UNITED STATES FLEET 

9 •·=· 7 April 1944. 

" SOUTH AND C'fmRAI. P~CIFIC {Cont'd , ) 

\'fAKE ISU.IID was attacked b)' 20 Libora~oro, in t"" wavoo, at 8zl5 p.m. , 
6 AprU, and at l zOO a"' 7 AprU . !Uta wore ecorod on the storage aree I 

., .... 
I and. oauaod. largo e>q>looiona. A nwnber or tiroa wero observed in the m&in­

~onanoe and repair aroa . Antiaircraft !ire """ meager. llJ. our planet re­
turned without damage . 

.l 

'!t>o Uni~od States aubmarine BCl'IFIN, returned. !roro patrol of the c:ll!.BES 
Area, and reported tho following ruultoz 

D.A;O.GED 

• J l Paaoenger veoaol or fro~tor 
TSUXlltUU. IIAAU 

., 

l l',..ight.or - ATLAS !:A.l!U 
l !"re!«hter - TYOKO l.lARil t)'pe 

- 6,800 tone 
- 7,399 tons 
-~ tont 

20,982 tono 
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l !"relghter A.SAKA !!I.!'.U - 4, 681 ~ono 
1 Freighter TIOKO IW\U -~ tona 

typo ~ t.ona 

Regraded Unclassified



UNITED ST ATES F LEET 
HIAOOUMI'T£U OF THI! COMWAl'ID&I HI CHti'.Jt 

'NAVY DlPARTr..I IU'o"!', WMIIIHCTOI'I, D C 

SOO'ni .AND CSJITRIJ. PACIFIC (Cont.' d , ) 

9 a .m. 7 April 1944 

At 9 : 23 p,o , , ~ April, end again at 1:36 a.a., 5 April, 20 Liberatoro, 
in tw waves, bcc.bed TRUK. h'-rous !ires wore obaorved between llUBLOH 
TOliN and tho s eaplane beao. A Doll tiro woo aoen at. ILCfll. Orlo o! oix 
eniQ)I' tightero which attuptod interception wu &hot d.,..., plus one pro­
bable. '1'100 ot our planu e.ro min ing. 

A Navy Liberator, on a r econnaisoance !light over TRUY., bo<bod and 
posoibly sank a tanker or dootroye r near IICEN ISLAIID, at 11:45 p. m. , 4 
Apr il . 

Froc J•OO p. m. , ~ April to J :OO p .m. , 5 April, ground patrol acUvity 
continued in tho TOROICINA, OOUG!l!llVIUE ISLAI:O sector. A patrol killed 51 
Japanese eaot ot the J)H'l.meter . Other patrola, north and east -,t the peri­
aeter capt.r ed eniQ)I' equip:ent . 

During the night. or 4-5 April, " destroyer bcc.barded en""')' positions in 
tho JABA iUVEl! Area, Eloii'!L:;ss AU::US'i'A BAY, BOIX:Al!IVILLE ISL'.ND. 

During the night o/ 4-5 April, • Liberator dropped bombs on FONAPE, 
Later, at 8:35 a.m. , 6 !Jitcholls and 7 Corsairs attacked FONAPE airdrocte 
inatailati ono . l!odorate antiaircraft tire dwnaged one !Jitehell. 

At 9 :00 a . m., 5 April, 10 Dauntleos and lJ Coroairo bombed and strafed 
roTJE inst ollationo, L~t;ht and moderate antiaircraft tire bre>ught do., one 
Coroair, ~ed another, and da:naged one Dauntleu. La tor, at 9:55 a , ,. , , 
10 llou.at.less and 12 l!tllcats qain at.t.acked ~he area. 

At 9 :)5 a .a . , 5 April, 5 Corsairo bocbecl tho lULU! runwa,r area. No an­
t.iaireratt tire •s oncow>tarod . 

Thirteen Oauntl.,s and ll Htllcnts attacKed JALUlT and da:nagod o ...U 
vooaol at JABOR, at )104 p.m., 5 April . Frior to that, 12 !Jitchella and ) 
Vont ura s b0111bed an<l ot arted !iras and axpl<>sions on JA.OOR. lleagar antiair­
craft fir e was encountered . 

During tho attorno<>n ot 5 Apr il, U llitchello t>ooobed TA!lOA. A laree ox­
plotioo was observed, Antiaircraft !ira wae moaeer. 

At 4:10 p .m., 5 April, 1 latchell bocbod IIILLB. Results were not. oboorved , 
Antiaircraft tiro waa -aaer. 

o.:r1ng tho night ot H April, motor t.orpedo boata strafed the area near 
the :r:out b o/ tho I'URIATA RIVJJt, BCUGAINVIU.l! ISLAI!D, and an LCI gunboat OX• 
changed fire with eniQ)I' shore batter ies, near IIOSIOA, OOUOAINVILLE ISLAND . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HI.ADQUA.aTitltl OP THI C0)1WANOIR 1~ ClU!P 

l'iAVY DCPUTWIIltT, WAJHl:ot(;l'O}(, 0 C. 

9 a .m. 6 J.prll 1944. 

SOim! ;J:;J COlTR.U. PACIPIC (Cent 1d, ) 

During t ho nit;:ht o! L.- 5 Aprll, motor torpedo boats sank six enlr.I,Y bf.rgeo, 
one mile north o! TOSIAVI, northwest SOUGAr.NILI.E IS.U..'ID, lltld a nieht nying 
Cat a.lina bombod a.nd otr&fed UOSIGA, oouthwest BOUCAlliVILLE lSI.AI/0, 

The United states denroyor HALA (DD-583), whllo engaged in personnel 
reocuo oporationa, on 5 April, ott 110l'JE, outt.ainod daago a.a • ~tult or t "" 
six- inch ohell.o fired b7 at lt>Ot five shore baturioa locat•d on l:'OI'JE, One 
can no kllled. 

The oubl'l&rino S':rCRDFISII cllwagod two eneey ahipo from a !1v~sh1p convoy. 
Further intonnatl.nn 1• not available. 
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UN ITED STATE S FLE ET 
HIADOUARTUS OF TllB CC»H.CANDBR I N CUti!F 

NAVY DEPARTM~T. WAJJUSGTON, 0 , C, 

9 a .o:t. 6 Apr il 1944. 

SOliTII AND CE.III'RAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d.} 

Ql the morning of 3 April, VIJNAKANAU and TOBEXA airdrooto installations 
wore attacked by diva boru>ars, and torpedo boru>ors started a fire in tho 
TALILI BAY oupply area. At about this time, W.tchalle, Air acobrao and War­
hawk• attncked underground f uel storee at KERAVIA BAY. A number of tire' were 
reported in the vicinity . 

An enftl\Y barge hideout , in oouth E!.IPRESS AUCUSTA BAY, wao bombarded b7 
a destro)I'Or durina the afternoon of 3 April. 

Durina the aft ernoon o! 3 April, dive and t orpedo bombers scored hits on 
TALTI.I BAY buil ding• and fighters, operating from GREEN I SLAND, attacked t110 
oneo:ty ?I' type boata in KmAVIA BAY, and eet on tire a barge near DYAUL ISLAIID . 
Five enemy $Ga t~cka were attacked with unreported results, along the east 
coast of Nli:/1 IRELAND. other planes sank an onOiliY barge south of IIOTUPDIA 
FQINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISI..AliD, nod strafed tba !MIA NU!.!A TRATI. Area, northeast 
OOU~ILLE ISI..AliD. 

From 3:00 p.m., 2 Apr il t o 3:00p.m., ~ April, our forces continued the 
pursuit of rstreating Japanese , north and enst of t he TCROKDIA perimeter . 
llany onell\)' graves and unburied Japanese were found. Our casualties for 2 
April, 6 kUled and 9 wounded. 

At 11:08 a . m., 4 April, W.tchelle otruck BilKA airdror"" installations and 
tbe seaplano base at SCHANNA ISLAND. 

A SOPAC U berator started a large fire in DUDLON TallJ , TRUK ATOLL, on the 
earl,y mor ntna of 4 Apr il . 

Tho llli.LE runways were athcked at 8 :35 a.m., 4 April, by 6 Corsairs . 

At 12:05 p.m., 4 April, 13 Coroairs and 20 dive bombers bombed and otrefed 
WOTJE. lleager antiaircro.ft fire was encountered. 

At 9:00 a . lll ., 4 April, 15 llitchells bombed JALU!T. These planes then 
re-armed at IIAJURO Wld att acked TA!lOA at 11:15 a .m. One plane was d.e.maged by 
antiaircr aft f ire. 

At 9:44 a .m. , 4 Apr il, 6 Uitcholls bombed TAROA and started a number of 
!ires, Later, at 12:47 p.m., 16 Hellcats followed and scored a number of hits 
on t ho runway. 

At 11:07 a .m. 1 4 April, 6 W.tchells bon:bed R>IIAPE. Accurate antiaircraft 
fire damaged 3 planes . 

- 952 -

Regraded Unclassified



' 
UNITED STATES FLEET 

HI.AOQUAiitTIU ()t' THI COMMAH0£1 Itt CIUilP 

HAVY DI,A.ITWJUo"T, WAIHI~m'O!II. 0 C. 

SOUTH AND C~RAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

9 a ,a , 6 April 1941. , 

During t ho night ot l - 2 April, !iYo llitcholls h&raued tho RABAUL Area. 

One boobar t&ilod to return. 

At S•30 a.m., 2 April, a llitchell boo:ber bcmbed OUBLal , TI!IIJ( ATOLL. 

Roou.lts woro not reported. A Liberator tailed to return !rom a bombing mi ooion 

against TRliK, on t he night of l-2 April . 

Additional reporto of tho SOPAC Liberator attack a!ainst TP.IIK, on 2 April, 

indie..teo that 25-30 en"'"¥ planoo ""ro ohot down and tour ot our bombera failed 

to return. 

During tho moming of 2 April, our fighters ranged over the RABAUL Area . 

llodi\110 
divo and torpedo bo&bera attacked tho area and destroyed a nu:tber o! 

buildings and antiaircraft gun pooitions. Piroo were alto atarted at CAn ST . 

O!OROE, IlE/I lJ!ELAND , One torpedo boclbor ""' ohot dO>O'I by antiaircraft !ire, 

two di ve bomber s sustained damage while two other dive bombers were accidentally 

destroyed upon returning to thei r baao. 

Durin& til. afternoon of 2 April, .:edi\11, dive and torpedo bclcb4rs uta<:ked 

LAIMIAI airdrome inotallations and tne 'I'ALILI BAY oupply area, llhare three """' ... 

houoos ""ro domolishsd and an ..,..unition dump oxpl.odod . Antiaircraft fire demA£od 

throe torpedo bo:nboro . 

l'llroU&)IOilt 2 April, tighter planes, operating !rca ~ ISLAJlD, destroyed 

oigbt enemy barges and l4 trucko, bot-eon CAP"t: I..Aio!lml1', northwest coast of lrillr 

BRI'l'AIN, and EAST CAPE, Nll1 IRELAND . 

On 2 April , l2 Coroaira, potrnlled over BOOCAI!lVUU: r.swm, destroyed an 

one~ barge ott BO!IIS, BUXA ISLA.\'D, and attacked probable gun pooitiono at 

IIOS!Ia, ooutbnst BCM:i.I.IIIVILLE ISUJID . Hito wre scored on tho I'URIATA RIV'tl! 

bridge. On t he """"' day, other planes dostroyod eno.v pillboxes and bu.Udin&o 

on NUSAVE ISLAIID, south of BOOOAINVIl.LE I.SLAND, and attacked with unreported ro­

oul.ts an •Mil¥ barge oft SANKAU ISLAIID , IIATCHIN BAY, and Ollothsr barge of! t ho 

northeast coaot of IIEif IRn.A!ID . 

Durin& tho night ot 2-3 April, night n71ng Catalinao baobod and strafed 

KAVnNl, NEI1 IRE:l...M'D and OAR!JIER ISLAND . Barges, south ot l.!O'!Ul'l!NA PCiliT, wore 

attac.ked, but resulto were not r eported. Reoonnoiasanco plane• strafed CAPE 

GAZI!LlE, !!Ell BRITAIN, Olld sst on tire o.n onelly barge in tho vicinity. 'J'bo RABAUL 

Area .,.., att~ltod during the ni&bt , by 6 llit challs. 

The -'"¥ bivowo.c area, in tho vicinity o! the 'J'EIQ!SSl RIVE:! aouth, north­

out WPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was shelled by one o! our dootr oyoro on t ho mornins or 

3 April. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
JIU.OCMJAITIU OF Ttll COfi4NANDIER l."f CIU'-' 

HAVY Dl1ARTWDfT, WA.SIIIfiOTO:oi, D C 

SOU'IH AND CFJ\T!W. PACIFIC (Cont.'d.) 

9 a.m. 5 April 1941;. 

A roconnaiaoance wao cmpletod on 3 April o! t.ho IIEJIT ATa.L, 6S 

lllil.oe nort.ho .. t of \'IOI'JE ATOLL, I!ARSHALL CROOP. A quantity of ra<L1o 
material waa captured And eeven Jape were killed. 

Cb 3 AJ)I'il, at 8: 42 a.-., 7 IUt choll light. bacob<Ta att.acbd JALUIT 

with wobool'Yed ~sul.to. Roaraing at IIAJURO ATOLL, they turned about and 

hit tho nCO"thoaat end ot TARe.\ at 12:1S P•"-• • on tho ...., day, with unoO­

oorvod r esults . No dL.age reoultod in oit.hor o! those otrikeo to our plonoe . 

Cb t wo ot.rikes on JALUIT ATOLL, on 3 April, between 7: SO a .m. , and 

ll:SO a . m. , 4 Hellcats and 16 llarine Dountloss <L1ve ~.bora, ~d JAB(R 

and l!IODJ. The,y als o otratod t he ialMdo and otart.od -u. fir .. on a dock 

and vessal at JABOR . A !ire was atertod on the east ramp at EliiDJ . Al­

though the antiaircraft fire """ moderato, one Oaunt.lus dive b0111'ber s\lffored 

alight damage, 

At 9: S9 a .m., 3 April , 12 Hollcau hit t ho ooutln<est. runway at T~O:. . 

Thoro ora. :>o antiaircraft f ir,e . 

The runway at I'IOTJE • •• bocbed ond atratod by lJ Corolliro, at 9:15 a.m., 
on 3 April, Firu ware oto..rtod. Tho Mti.oireratt tiro wao weak . 

At 2:09p. m. , on J April, 6 IUtcholl light bombers, bombed PONIJ'E1s 

old and now &irt1alda. Thoy wre met by a moderato but accurate antiair­

craft fire. No attcpt wao cade to intercept. t hio !~. Slight d~e wa 

reported by 3 planes. 

Between 11: ) 1 p. m., on J April, and 1 a.m. , on 1, Apr il, 20 Li'beutoro 

atruck the aoaplano baoe at DIJBLQi and Em ISLAllDS, TRUK ATOLL, No fir es 

ftro observed rr .. t hia bombing. Other taraeta in tho vicinity wore obscured. 

A twin-enginod f1aht.er, one o! throe, att-ted on interception. In spite ot 
n~DArous oo&rcllligllts, t.ho antiUI"cratt !iro """ inaccurate and .,.&k in volllllo. 

A mioeellaneouo collection ot large ohipo 'ti&O observed through tho overe•st.. 

During the same night., at 11: 2) p.m. , a lone liberator dropped bombs 

on tho old UI'f1ald at POit.PE. No dam&• or e&sualtioo are reported in theoo 

t ... nighto by lib<Tatoro . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

tfAVY DIPAitTMIU'ro'T, WASJilNGTO!<, D. C. 

~· 
<f .. •• 

9 a .m. 4 April 1944. 

t4' .. l SOU'Il! AIID CJ;NTRAL PACIFIC (Cont' d. ) 
1'> 
~ DMIAging nito were scored at !'ORTON PL\NTATION and docks 
BAY, northern BOLCAINVILL&, by two Daunt leso dive bomber s . 

on eaut. MATCHD~ 

On 2 April, at 12:45 p .~. , 4 squadrons of Liberators bombed TRUK ATOLL. 

Between J:OO p.m. , on 1 April and ):00 p.m., on 2 April, patrolo continued 
t o work toward the upper for ks of tho Ta'!OKillA Rivm, llOUGAnlVI!.lE. Fran Hill 
250, our art illery and machine guns haraa.ud tho Jap~ retreating across the 
river and inflicted considerable oasualti as . Ebe~ installations near TEKESSI 
RIVER wet-·e o.t taeked by air and ourtaee forces. During 1 Ap:rU, ou.r casualties 
resulted in 9 killed in action and 26 wounded in action . 

On 1 April, a BLUE r ecoJJllaisoanco party returned t o :lURAU ISLWD, !ro:n 
I.!USSAU ISLAJID, and reported that they had acquired maJ1.Y documents, also 800 
pounde ot radio gear and three enOIJI,)' machine guns . Eight buildinss, oo.-ne banbs, 
24J drums of gas, were destroyed. 

Between 8 : 45 and 10:10 p. m. , on 2 April, 22 Liberators hit DUBLON TOWN 
and warehousa~ in the TRUK ATOLL. L&rgc 81\d small fires wer e started. Three 
en.,.., !ight ero, including a twin- engined plano, attempted an interception . 
The antiairers!t fire was meager and inaccurate in spite of the aid of nuoerous 
searchlight s . llo ds.mage or casualty r esulted to our pl~~nes. 

On 2 April, bot h t he new and old airfield strips at POt/APE 1rere botllbed and 
strAfed. 

On 2 Apr il, tho AILUK ATOLL, in the RADAK CHAIN , o! the l.lARSKA.LL I.SLANDS, 
ns taken o ver by one o£ our recontu;~ia!';lanee parties . The establi shatent of U. S. 
aovereignty over thh atoll now makeo a total of l2 etolls o! thio group in our 
possession . The others previously announced, were tm'HO, UJAE, LAE, LIB, NAJ.ru, 
AILIIICLAPALAP, NAl:ORIK, E80N, 1\ILI , AP.NO and BIKINI. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

lliADQUAJtTUS OJ 'ni:C COWMAWOIII IN CHtltl' 

WA.VY DUAJtTM:IU'T. WASIIIHGTON, 0 . C. 

SOUTH AND Ct1iTRAL PACIFIC (Cent 1d, ) 

9 a .m. 4 April 1944 

During t.bo nisbt ot l-2 April, motor to~ bo&ta fro:o. 'I'CllOKlNA, atraCed 
IIIXIIIK ISU!iD, ott tM nort.bweat coast ot IIOOOADIVIU.l:. La tor 1 tM ..... n1&ht, 
a patrol plane baabod tho ialand and acorod a near aiaa on a barge o4at ot 
ruor xsr...um. 

A oo&rch plana, during tM evening ot 2 April, oi;!bted three bargu eouth 
ot IIOFUPENA, BOOOAIHVILIE ISLAND. i'rnen a daatro)'Or approached t ho bargeo acat­
tered ond beached thomaolvo a, whore t hey were aubjoctod to a shelling !r0111 tho 
destroyer. 

During tho nisbt ot .ll ll&rch - 1 April, llitcholl bombera started thr .. largo 
!iroo in TALILI BAY, lm'l BRITAIN, 

Patrol planes, during tM same ni;!ht 1 baabad TAHGA ISLIND, ott t ho nortM&at 
central eoaat of NEW IR!'l.AI<D, IEIWIK04, in northwest llUU and AITARA, in eout.h­
wat BalG.UliVILU!. 

O..ring 1 April, D&.mUou dive bOI!Ibore and Avqero hit tho oups>lJ' aroa at 
RJ.TAVAL, in the weetarn aection ot RJ.BAUL . Tho enti re area was loft ooothins 
in a mass o! flamu. Tho antiaircraft fire at RJ.TJ.VAL damaged one ot tho 
Avongora. CAPJ:l ST. CIDRO~ waa also bombed where largo t ires were atartod. 

llitchell bomber a blaotod tho aupply area aouth ot 1'\JNAPOPE, RJ.BAUL . When 
tho antiaircraft barrage caught the !irat squadron, during ito approach, 7 
planao wore damaged. 

Airacobr&a and llarMwka bombed tho BOPOP AREA, hitting the coal and oil 
wharf a. 

Several tiroo wra atartad at lllllOl'I'U IIISSIOII, OOUGAI!IVIliE, by Llahtnin&•· 

Dawttlosa diva bombora and Avangora bombed hull<o on tho shore a of KERA \llA 

BAr, RJ.BAUL. 

In tho uaual fighter awoop, ton to !ittaon truoko wore sot on tiro along a 
ooaohl road in NE\1' l.REI.\W, and a barge and a amall craft were al.oo hit ott 
tho oout h coaet. 

llarhawka attaclcod tho !MIA !MIA ouppl.J area in northeast. 9000AINVII.l.B during 
tho afternoon ot 1 April. 

'!he lllNnaiJ. RIVEII oupp].r area was hit b)' Dawttlou dive ba:lboro and J.vqora . 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HCADOUA..-n:U CW THI CONMAfiDIIl Iff CHtU 

t'AVY DSPAITMIU'I'"T, W.UIUHGTO!'I', D C 

soorH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

9 a .m. ) April 1944. 

A tighter '"""P• covering RABAUL and <ortain eoct1ono ot t ho NE':1 IRELIJlD 

aroao, demol iehed two trucko, an antiaircraft pooiti on and an ammunition dump 

in TALD.I BAY1 aank two barge• and destro.Yod several. buildings at TABAIRA BAY, 

and final.l.Y oank a o:ull eneoo.y treighl.er l.n JO:RI.V:U BJ.Y. 

~ )1 llar<:h, Dauntless d \ ve bcebera and Avengero, patrolling the 'l'O!!OliTilA 

paria:eter, sank a barge in the TAVDll RIVER, central west BOOC'oATIIVILUl,and de­

otro.Yod a bridge over the PURIATA RIVER. 

Lightn.inga and. Aj.racobraa strafed tho N\JliA NU\!A PLAII'ri.TION ouppl.Y area . 

1'110 IJ.berGtG:'o bocllo-.1 l:(l,uiTU l!ISSict: in northern ~. 

Fro:» 5:00 p.m., )1 l!aroh, to 5:00p.m., 1 Apr il, a patrol !rom the 132nd 

Intantr.Y, engaged an unestimated nucber o! Japs in tho v1cinit.Y or Hill 501 , 

on tho eaot TalOKINA perlJt.oter . Upon contact, the en~ withdrew. Other onem,y 

uo~>J>a wore located, moving oael. and acrooa the upper atrotcheo o! tho TOR()(INA 

RIVER. Our artillery br""&ht thotl under tiro. On t he northoaot or t ho TalO!(IMA 

poriaotor, t1ve en~ guns wore round deol.ro.Yod, proeumabl.Y by our artillery. 

There were IDOZ\Y indication• or mus Jap burialo . In the bottle ot BOOOAINVII.lE, 

all indication• point to a e0111plete Jap d.o!eat and the withdrawal or h1a remnanto 

to the north and east or the por1a:otar. On Jl Warch, 10 o! our troopo were killed 

in action and 2l were wounded, 

A prollalinary report, okatcllJ in detail, !l'<lD our Taak !'orca which struck 

the PALAU !.Sl.ANDS, 1'101.3.\I ISLAND and YAP, in the CAROLllltl ISUNDS, on 30 llarch -

l April, indicatao that our aircraft losoos, baaed on incomplete returns, wore 

•• lol lowa: 8 !ightero, ll boalbers and 8 torpedo planoa, makiug a total o! :t1. 
It would appear tbot no ~· reoulted to our sur!aco units, during tho night 

prnl.ouo to tho initial a acG and during t he att&ck d.a.Y•. 

Incomplete roporto po.int t o tho dutro.Yal o! ..any onOI!l,T aircraft, and 

apparentl.Y all eniiO,}' ships that were prooent in anchor&&•• of tho deoJ.gnatod 

target•, wore aunk or damaged. Nosr PALAU 1 ono ooall ohip wao ounk at ooa and 

two near WOLE.U. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HCAO(IiU.AATDI 0# THI C0)CMAHD0 Uf OHN' 

lfAVT DIPAI'TNUT. 111'ASHI~. D C 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACif'IC (Cont 'd, ) 

9 a.~. 3 April 1944. 

On l April at S:38 a.11., a lono Liberator dropjad inconcUar1oo on 

\ 
DUBLON, TBUK A 'IOU.. A largo fire reoultod and • •• visible tor SO adloo. 

~ko and flomoe arose t o 3 , 000 !oat !rom a spectacular expl osion, 

On l April, tl'ca 7 :OS a·"'·, to 8:00 a ,a, , DUBLaf '!'a.N, t'RIIK A TOIL, 

""" bcwbo<l by 14 Liberatore. L&r&o f ir .. •ro started, Tho intonaity 

ot tho antiaircra.tt t iro vo.rio<l in volume, but was inaccurate, Quito a 

number or soarchl1&hta att~ptod to apot our planea, 

During a ,..connoitering of BIXDil ATOIJ., out ot EIIDil>TOK A'IOU., in 

tho I!I.RSHALL ISUNO group, 5 Japa • o.re killed, 

On tho night ot 31 ltarch, ono ot our dutroyera lx>mb&rdod an en..,y 

barge hangout at tho lOOUtb of tho IW!DUEI RIVER, southeast !lll'IIESS .I.UCUSTA 

BAY, Later, tho same n4ht, one ot our patrol plano a boclbed tho aue araa, 

During tho night or 3Q-Jl lolarch, our patrol planes hit POPORANC: and 

BALLAL!, in tho SHOi!'IUIID Area, 

Six IU.tchallo har &Sied RABAUL, eauaing .11&1\)' !iroo in tho VUNAPOPS and 

RATAVAL Areas. In the letter place, ili\!Ch 11111oko arose troa. tho numerous 

tiro a atartod in the supply area, Anti aircre.!t tiro slightly da=ago<l one 

IU.tchall . 

At noon, on 31 !larch, DaWltlo .. dive boltlboro at~d Avengers hit antiair­

craft pooitiona and buildingo in t ho vicinity of t he LAKUNAI air strip, 

RABAUL. Throe houses wore d~oliahed, Two Avengers ware ~god by ant i­

aircratt tiro and ano of th011 """ forced to ll&l<o a ""tor landin& 1n ST, 

CiXJRG! CKANYSL. HoweYer, her erew was ~scued.. 

L4btningo and Airacobras started tires in t ho northoaot ooction ot 

IW!AUL, 

lfarhawka boclbod VUNAPOPS, in tho RABAUL Area. 

On 31 l!aroh, .. ~ l 2:4S p. m., DaWltlesa dive bcwboro and Avongoro got !cur 

h.its en a omall onom,y freighter in IG!RAVIA BAr, RABAUL, anc lett it down 

by tho atom. 

C~ ST. CEORO~ Ligh~house """ attacked by 3 Avongora . 

During tho atternoen or ) 1 lolarch, Dauntloaa dive bcml>oro and Avongero 

started tires in three ""'ohouooo en tho shoroa or TWU BAY, in northom 

flEI.'I BRI'l' .liN. 
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COUI,.,'t.H f"IL.I UNITED STA T ES FLEET 
l:lCADQUAJITitRS OP TUB COMMANOEJt 11'0 CJUU' 

,'iAVY DErARTM~T. WAJUII"G"'''!". D. C. 

SOIJ'I.'H IJID CEI>'TRAL PACIFIC ( Cont ' d . ) 

4 p ,m, 2 April 1944. 

On 31 llarch, !ran 11:03 a,m. , to 3:09 p.m. , 12 llitch$lls a ttacked 
JALUl'l', and started f ires on &IIOJ, TINIET, and t he f irst three i s1nnds 
north of TINTh'T . Rearming a t J.!AJURO, t hey blasted TARCA from 11:16 a .m., 
to 2:00 p .m. At tho nor th t i p end of the northeast runway, a 1nrge e>r 
plodon took place, The antia.irer a!t !ire wa.e meager and inaccurate . 

At noon, on 1 Apr il, V/OTJE ATOLL wae bombed by 10 llarine Daubt leso di ve 
bomber a . Tho antiaircraft fire wao meager. This strike wao followed by 
a otrafing attack f r an 17 llarine Corsairs. 

On l April, at 12:15 p. m. , PO!IAPE ""'" hit with W10boorved ro$Ults, by 
12 l!itchells and 14 llarino Corsairo. Vleak antiaircr aft fire inflict ed 
minor dL~e on l Cor sair. 

From llrOO a.m., to 1:15 p .m., 1 April, TAROA was bombed by 15 l!itcbells. 
One hi t explodad a large ga soline s t owage W'lit. The ont iaircra!t fire was 
mixed, but all tol d its a:lJII was inaccurate. This flight rearmed nt MAJURO 
ATOLL and bombed arn>J, JALUIT ATOLL, f ran 12:01 p. m. , to 4 :45 p.m. Larg• 
! iros wer e st arted. The antiaircraft f ire varied from medium to meager and 

alt ogether was inaccurate. 
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UNITED STATES P LEET 

HL\DQUAit'TUJ 0. THI CoWMA.KDflt I"' O uu 

SAvY DCPAir'UUDIT, WAJHI~ D C 

SOUTR AND CENTRAL PACIP1C (Cont'd. ) 

9 a.m. 2 April 1944. 

On 30 ll&rch, earl.,y in tho morning, 2 Liberatore !rom the south Pacitic 
area bombed MOE1l ISLAND, at TRUK. 

Later in the day, at 12:35 p.m. , ll moro Liberators struck at tho run­
wayo and revetments on J.IOJ!N ISLAND, TRUK ATC1L and cauoed a large tire 
eouth or tho etrip. Thirty to forty Zeroo and other types ot enemy tightoro 
ongagod our planes 1n a torty-ti vo minute running bot tle . One Liberator wu 
forced down about 176 miles northoaet ot GRWI lSU!:D, but •i<lht of her crow 
wore roconred by one ot our roacuo planoo. Another B-24 landed on GREEN 
lSLA!il wUh cno Jd.lled and ens ..,undod. Fivo other Liberatore were duaged. 
Ho...ver, 11 Wltl:l\7 fighters were destroyed, with two probable a . 

With ratoronco to tbo 1'RUK strike, en 29 ll&rch, by 20 Liberators, operating 
!ra:a !W'R£SS AU:.USTA BAY, 100ro ccmploto interrogation ot tho planes crows 
indicatoo a total of 31 Jap ti&htoro .,,.. destroyed, 12 probable and 10 dama&ed . 
Fifteen ot our Liberators ftre hit by &nOll¥ !ightero and one .as downed. Our 
cuualtios were 20 killed and 10 wounded. 

At noon, 30 llarch, llitchall planes bombed WllAPOPE, RABAUL, causing 
numorouo tires. I t io believed that ono ot tha !iraa was from an uplodod 
8ZDIIUI'lit1cn dl.llll> • Two llitehells were cl&m4god by antiaircraft !ire. 

Lightnings bit southwest ot RABAUL and at&rtod many tires. 

Earl.,y in tlto morning ot 30 !larch, Dauntless planes and Avengers cuuio a 
otrike over KERAVIA BI<Y, RABAUL, and modo direct bits on a small enOl:\)' 
freighter and tbo bulk ot a destroyer. In anothar snap in the att.ornocn, 
they again bit tbe bulk. 

During the afternoon ot 30 ltarc:h, 2 Vonturaa bombed and wrecked bulldinge 
and oawaU.lo at I'OHDO, roRlT and IIASSAVA BAY, in northom !BY BRITAI!f. 

Tho river ..,..tbs olcng the oaetem oido or EIIPR£SS AUGUSTA BAY, BOU::Allf­
VILU!, whore possible borge ccotcontratieo>o and aupply areaa of tho " "087 wore 
boliovod to ba located, wore attacked by !isht.ora and light bocbers. 

Pr011 ;):00 P•"'·• 30 llarch, to 3 :00 p.m., 3l ll&rch, BUJE air patrola con­
tinuo to be activo around tho TOROK IliA perimeter. In t.he north eido ot tho 
pari.Mtor, PIJI forces pocketed an unoatiu.ted number o! Japa , near tho NUllA 
NUllA TRAJL . Hoatile r ooi stanco •• encountorod !urther oaal. on the trail. 
Ouring 30 llaroh, aoven of our troope ftro killed in action, while five Wllro 
wounded in action. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H.IADOUARTII":5 Of' TH.I COMMA:.IDil.lt IN Cm eP' 

NAVY Df!:PA.RTM~. WASIII!'GTOS. D. C, 

S0l11'1! AND CEmRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d, ) 

9 a.m . 1 April 1944. 

During 30 llarch, r:orJE was attacked three tb:oo . At 12: 56 a ,m,, by 
10 dive bomber s; at 1 :30 p.m., by 16 Corsairs; at 2 :00 p.m., by 10 dive 
bombers and !our fighter s . Two Coroaira were damaged by antiaircraft fi re . 

At 9:25 a,m., 30 llarch, lliLLE wao attacked by 3 VontUl'ae . Prior to 
that, 6 Cor sair• had att acked anti aircraft batteries and an ammunition 
dunp on tbe atoll, 

TAROA wao bOtUbed by 11 llitchello at 8: 55 a . m. , 30 llarch , Results were 
unobserved. 

During the night of 30 l!areh, a Li berator apparently unabl e to reach 
i ts TRUK target, bOIUbed PONAPE. Results wer e not reported. 

On 30 !larch, a reconnaisoance pl.anG boobed KUSAIE. Results were not 
reported. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HAVY DI::!PAltTM£NT, WASHIN<:TO~. D. C, 

9 a,o, l April 1944 . 

()> 28 llarch, Lightnings attacked the IIIBO RIVER Area, south SOUGAIN­
VII.LE ISLAND , and other fighters.,..ept the RABAUL, IIDV BRITAIN, Area. In 
KERAVII. BAY, a deatrol"r wao strafed. An e>epl.oa1on was obaerved b\i.the 
extont or damage t o the deotrol"r wae not reported , Four LJ.&htn1ngo etr&fed 
the NUlLA NUlLA TRAIL and plantation on SOUGAIJiVILLE ISLAND, while t orpedo 
banbera bombed t he llAVASSA wppl.y &rea and enemy pillboxes near the n:outh 
of the JABA R.!Vm! . A large fire was started at RATAVAL by l'larhawks and 
llAWARAKA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was bombed by these planes, 

llllring tho night of 28-29 ll&rch, night !lying C.talinas bcxnbed installa­
tions on tho coastline of BUKA ISLAND , TARO AND SIPOSAI ISLANDS, in CHOI SElJL 
BAY, CHOISlilll. ISLAND. 

~ tho morning of 29 l!arch, the VUNAFOPE, N&? BRITAIN, runway and suppl y 
area was bombed by dive and· torpedo bombers . Hi to wer e scored on a number 
of gun posi tions and fires started. T'IIIO dive and four torpedo bombers "ere 
damaged by aoti aircra!t fire. Later, that morning, the area was again 
attacked br l.!itche11s with unreported r a.W.to . ()>e 1Jitcho11 was damaged by 
aotiaircra!t fire. 

At 8:15 p.m., 29 llarch, five Liberators bombed TRUK. 
bombers attacked E!'EN . Re.W.t s were unobserved. All our 
without dacage. 

Four of those 
planes returned 

At 8:00 p.m., 30 l.!arch, 19 Liberators bombed OUBLQ:l , I.!OEN, FEFAN, PARAN 
and UI!AN, in t he TRIJK ATOLL. Explosions and .t'iros were oeen on OUBLON. Large 
!ires ware observed at IIOEN and UI.!AN. lloderate inaccurat e e.ntiaircra!t !ira 
waa encountered. 

Between 8:44 p .m., aocl 11:33 p. m., 31 l.!&rcb, 21 Liberators bombed TRIJK 
h rgeto, including tho ~EN sir strip and barracks. Boa:bs were dropped on 
J>r.oN and OUBLCII . Large fires were observed on IIOEN, DUBLON and ETEN . Two 
eno~ planoa ineffectively int ercepted. All our planeo returned but two suo­
taioed alight damage. 

l'rau 5:30a.m., 30 l.!arch to 11:30 a .m., 30 l.!arch, l4 Ds1.11tlaas e.nd 19 
Hellcats, bombed EIIIOJ. One Dauntless was dal:uo.ged by moderato antiaircraft 
fire. Later, 11 1.!1tcballa bcxnbecl the area. Re$\llts wore not reported. 

At 8:30 a.o., 30 l.!arch, 3 l.!itcbe11o and 16 Cors airs bombed PONAPE and 
started large fires in tho warehouse area. Antiaircraft tire encountered was 
moderate. All our pl.ane o returned wi thout damage . 
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UNITED STATES P L E £T 
JIIADOUARTXI5 Of" THE Co,..WANOU 11'1 CUIU 

I(AVY OBPARTUWT. W,\.11111<(11'0,.., D t 

9 a .m. ::U llaroh 1944. 

saJlli. 00 C?N'IRAL PACifiC 

~ tho ft1aj>t ot 29-~ llarcb, a nUOibor ot our deotroyero bcabar<lod 
ODOOIIT eODCentrat1one ooutb ot '1'51C!i.SSI, ell'ltral woot eoa.ot ot BlUOAINVIIU 
ISL.IIID. At tho •- tia, an LCI gunboat lhollod IWSICA, eontral ftot cout 
or lllUGAl!Nn.IE ISLA!ID. 

On 30 llarch 1 tllo al'tn&rino STIIG\A! .. Ilk a Jl.Jzyo l!aru type YOOOOl nortb­
WUt o! PJQJI ISLAND ill tile IIARIAII-'5 Group. 

The submarinoPICUDA, operating in tho llarien&a Area, sank a 7,000 ton 
freighter on 29 ll&rcb, 

On ::U llareh, tbo oubmarlne FLIThC FISH, oporat.l.r& in tho FORI!OSA-NAHA J,roa, 
o&Dk a 2,000 ton !roil!l>ter, probably aank a 5,000 ton freigbter and da:o&&od a 
7 , (X)() ton cargo TIIMl . 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
HL\DQUAA'TIU OF THI COMMAJiPCa ll'f OIIIF 

t4AVY OIPAJtTN&HT, WAIIUNGTO!f. D C. 

~!!'!l! HID CI:?."l'RAI, PACIFIC 

9 a.m. 31 llareh 1944 . 

At l2:S9 P•"'• 29 llo.rch, 20 Liberatou, operatire troa ::IIPR!SS AUCIJSTA 

BAY, 'bolob..t ETEN ISLAHD, 'l'RUI( Atoll. About 200 direct hits woro ocorecl 1n tho 

ohop 81¥1 hangar area md othor airdroM 1netallat1ona, A largo explosion 

and a I1UIIIbor o! firoo wore oboervod, Thirty-five grow>dod one~ !ightoro, 

4 medi\111 baobero and lO din bomboro oro baliovad to hove been d.,troyod, 

Photograph• ~~~- 15 or thOOI plan.o explocl.l...ng. Heavy moderato antiaircraft 
!ire was encountered. 

AbO\It 90 &nUl¥ fighter• intercepted and pursued our baolber, PralilDinary 

reporto indicate that 1n a 45-cainute onsag..,.nt, 5 to 20 enom,y !ightero were 

ohot d01011. 11o loot ono Uborator, Another Uberat.or, apparently d""'aged, 
craoh landed on CREEl/ ISLAND, 

Although cocplete r aporte have not boon rocebed, it b indicated that 

about 17 Uboratoro, operating !rom a ba01 1n tho IIARSHALLS, again att acked 

TRUK at approxi.al&tely 7:1S p.m. end 7:30 p.m. 2911arch. A number of tires 

were started , All o! our planes returned without dat:~ago, 

UJSLANC wao attacked by 3 Dmlltlou &t 10:45 a.&. 29 !larch , Anti<dr­

craft tiro wu week, 

Between 8:)0 a,llt, ond 11:24 a.m. 29 IIQI'ch, 15 Uitcholls bolr.bed JALUIT. 

Reeults wore unobserved, Antiaircraft fire wao llt0480r, 

!lavon llitchall.s bcd>ed T.l'Dl. at 11:20 a.m. 29 llo.rcb, A nu:obcr o! largo 

oil !iru wore otarted. Antiaircraft tiro was moderato, 

EIIIDJ wao bod>ed by 3 llitcho11s at 4:05 P·"'· 29 !.!arch, No antiaircraft 

tire waa encountered.. 

At 9:15 &.m. 29 ll&rch, 13 Dauntleee ond 16 Coroairo bombed and etra!od 

'IIOl'JS aati&iroraft gun pooitions end r&d&r instollaUona. Reeulte wore not 

r-s>ortod, ~rata &ntioircraft tiro d8ugod o:w Corooir, Later, 7 Da>mtluo 

and 4 Hellc&to again attacked the area wi~h unreported reeults. One Dauntle11 

wu cl011tagod by antiaircraft tire, 

Ql 29 ll&rch, 6 llitchollo &nd 5 Coruire struclc IIILLE inotalla~iono, Reoulto 

ftr>e unob1erved. No &nt1&1l'cratt tir• wu eneount·ered. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

H&AOOUAITU:S OJ' Tltl C0MNANO£R 1:-f CHIEF 

NAVY DC.PA.T').IItHT. WASfti~GT'OS, 0. C. 

9 a . m. Jl ~ch 1944. 

S)tJrl! .U:D CDi'm.U, PACIFIC (Conl. 1 d.) 

Tbot foll<nd.ng coJ:IIIIIni~e , released by CirCPac, ia quoted for intorution: 
•strong PJCIFIC FLEET fore .. at da., Wed.n .. d&J' 29 llarch (west longitude clete) 
initiated heavy attacka on the Jtpaneae-bald PALAU ISLANDS. Alter ctl.acovery 
of approach of our forces b7 e~WD¥ planea searching from their baaea in the 
CAROLINES and mm GUIIIEA, their ahipa were observed fleeing the area before 
our UDita could reach attack podtiona. Our attacks continue . No lu.rther 
detail a are &a yet available . • 

At 7 a.m. 26 Uareh, carrier-baaed planes attacked with rockote a 1,900 
ton enllliJ' ves&el, damaged and forced the veaeel ashore 65 milee east of KAVIEI-.'G, 
NI:.'I IRl!LAiill. 

During the night or 27-28 l!areh, reconnaissance planes bold>ed 1/AUJ.T AN AI 
and KAVIE!li, liE:! IilEUND. Ni811t !~ Catali.n&s bozrbed huts at IIANALAR, Nl>•l 
BRITAIN, and Kitebells started a nuoober or fires in the RABAIJL Area, llr.i 
BRITAIN. 

On the liiOrniqs or 28 llareh, LAXUNAI gun positions were attacked by dive 
and torpedo bombers. Two pl.aDee were d•aged ey antiaircraft fire. On the 
ece dq, lU.tehalla baabed TOBZ!U and Lightnings, Airaeobras and Warhallka start­
ed !iru in the RATAVAJ. suppq area, NEIV BRITAIN. A l!itehell bombed and etra.ted 
barges and warehauees in A'I'ALII<ILIKUN BAY, I-E'•1 BRITAIN. 

Ouring the a.tternoon or 28 llareh, one or our destroyers bombarded enemy 
poaitiona in the TORO.KINA perimeter area. A poaeible fuel dumP wae eet on fire . 

During the period J p.m. 28 llarch to J p .m. 29 l!arch, an more dead \ I 
Japanue were eount.ed in the area east of the TOROJaJIA perimeter, Patrol 
activity cont.inues. Our ca.sualtiee - 1 ldlled, 2J wowlded , 

On the atte~ or 28 llareh, TALIU, NiW IRITAIN, was bombed by torpedo 
bombers, and t1gbters etr a.ted J barges and a gunboat in KERAVIA BAY. One 
ti.gl\ter plane was do111ed over the DUKE 01' 'fORll ISLRIDS. '!he pilot was reocver­
ed, under fire, by an escorted reecue plane, 2 Corsairs !ailed to return traa 
thia reecue ai.aaion. 

During 28 llarc:b, dhe and torpedo baabers struck e01111y •uppl;r and pereoMel 
areu in the EASt' EIIPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and d8111118ed bridges over the P\RIATA 
RIVER. A Ubarator attacked an:l started a tire at lLONOITU IUSSIOII, eouthwest 
inhrior B:lUGAINVILIE ISLAND, while 4 ?larhallke bombed the supply area near !MIA 
IMU, northeaat BOOGADNillE ISLAND, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAH1f.RS OF TH& COMMANDO I~ CJII£1' 

tfAVY DBPA.RTJotltNT, WA$HU<OGTON, D. C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd, ) 

\~ 

4 p.m. 30 March 1944. 

On 27 ll&rch, clive e.nd torpedo boaobero attacked the eupply orea near 
the mouth or the REINI RIVER, central """t coast or BOUOAI!IVliJ.B ISLAND, 
while Warhawko otartsd fires in what appeared to bo a gaooline du.aJp, neor 
t he TllKESSI RIVFB, central west coast o! BaX:AIWIILLE ISLAIID. 

Fr OIO 3:00 p.m., 27 llaroh to 3:00p.m., 28 ll&rch, our troops cleared the 
enemy from an area eaet ot the TOROKnfA ~rimeter. ~ dead Japanese were 
found. Contact ns maintained with the MOJO¥, 1,500 yards north of the 
perimeter. Our reconnai.ss.a.nce patrols found JD8llJ' dead Japanese. There are 
indications that the en""'¥ hao broken close contact and mo,y be withdrawing 
t o KIETA, east central BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Our caoualtieo, 27 llarch, 8 
killed, 44 wounded. 

During the afternoon ot 28 ll&rch, our f!\lllboata (LCI), banbarded the 
TCROKIMA area, .st.s.rted !ir es and destroyed a beached enec:Q¥ barge near the 
REIN! RIVER. 

On 28 llarch, a reconnaissance plane was attacked by ten ene~QS fighters, 
over SATAWAN ISLAND. One fighter was set on fire . Cne of the reconnaissance 
plane erew was wounded. 

The oullmarine RAY, in addition to cl&m.aging a large tanker, (previously 
N!ported), scored one or poo sibly two torpedo hi to in a CHID<lti typo destroyer . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTUS Of Til! COM.MAND£1 IN CUtliP 

NAVV DI.PA.RTMJUIIT, WAJKl~'GTON, D. C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

9 a .m. 30 Yareh 1944. 

Five Cat&linu anoi 2 llitchelle attacked 7~LEA!, CAROLINE ISLANDS, 
during the night o! 29-:lO llarch . Large fires ..ad OJCplooiono wore ob­
eerved. 

l 
On 28 Yareh, an unreported number of our dest ro:yers lx;oubarded 

KAPINClAIU.qANCI ATOLL w1th 572 rounds o! 5" and 1.:30 roWI<I.o ot 40 milli­
Mter projectiles . llan;y bu1l dingo wore oieetroyed or damaged. No ehore 
battery fire waa encountered &nd no anti aircraft positions were ob.served. 

f 
The submarine TU~'NY at to.cked and probably scored two hits on a KO!:OO 

elaao battl eahip, departing PALAII, at 7:40 p .m., 30 l!areh . 

\ 

Tho ouaurine RAI att&okecl a convoy in the SOUTH CHINA SEA oocl damaged 
a large tanker with one torpedo hit . ( ). 4.....t:" '/.,_ O ~11\X ~ ~ 

~ ;....__ NC~ ) 0 

\ 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
liiADQUARTU$ OF TH~ CCMMAHDBR IS CIUU 

NAVY Df!PA11TML>fr, WAS!II~CTON, D. C. 

SOUTH AND C"'...IITRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d.) 

9 a.m. 30 lotarch 191J. . 

RecoMai .. anee planes bombed tho KAVIENG airfield and 11/i!ATAIIAI, 
NE'fo IR!LAIID, during t ho night of 26-27 llarch, and on 27 llareh, a 
Liberator again bombed KAVIENG. Reoult. wore not reported, 

A aupply and ammunition d""'P, at TALIU, near RABAIJL, NE\'1 IRELAND, 
waa attacked on the lllOrning of 27 llarch, by dive and torpedo bombers. 
A number of l'ire~J and explosions were started . Photographs indicatad 
con.sider&ble damage in the area. 

On 27 llarch, lotitchel h attacked VUNAPOPE, NEil BRITAIN, and otartod 
a largo fire. This attack waa follo-.ed by 34 fighter bombera, which 
again bombed t he area. Photographs indicated 22 buildings deot royed, 
plua other a a till buming. Eight llitchollo wore damaged by ontiaircratt 
tiro. 

During 27 Uarch, dive and torpedo bombers attacked an ammunition dump 
area at TAl\Ul POINT, l!!:i'l BRITAIN, with wu-oported results, while 2 lotitchcllo 
otrated shore installations between CAPE L~T and l.!ASSAVE, /lEW BRITAIN. 

On 27 llarch, t1. deatroyer bombarded and started fires in t1. possible 
""""unition dump and supply area, at tho mouth of tho TAVEIIA RIVBR, east 
I!W'RESS AIJCUSTA BAY, 00\JCAINVIU.I?: ISLAND. 

During tho night of 27-28 l!arch, a gunboat (LCI), shalled I/OSIGA, oouth­
.est BOUCAINVILLE ISLAM> . On the aa.<r.e night, five llitchells att.:leked and 
start ed fireo in TALIU BAY, VUNAPOPE and north RABAIJL TOl'IN instalLations , 
One llitcholl waa damaged by antiaircraft fire. 

The barracks and runwaya on T.IROA we.re at tacked at 9 :30 a.m., 28 !!arch, 
by 9 llitchslla. Reoulto _,... not reported. lloager antiaircraft fire &lightly 
damaged one plane. 

At 9:35 a.m. , 28 llarch, 6 Corsairs attacked J.IILLE. Results were not 
reported. No antiaircraft fire waa encountered . 

Ton Daunt less attacked WOTJE at 10:35 a,m., 28 llareh. Prior to t bis 
attack, 32 Coroeira h~ bombed and strafed the aroa otarting a number of 
!iroo. Later, at 12:10 p.m., 10 Daunt less and 8 Hellcats attacked 1\0TJE. 
lloagar antiaircraft tiro slightly damaged two planeo . 

At 12 :15 p.m., 28 llareh, 6 Venturas, bombed iolando in JAL!JIT ATOLL. 
Later, 3 Ventura• and 8 llitehollo again attackod t he atoll. Resulta were 
not reported. Meager antiaircraft !ire waa e.neoWlt·ered. 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 
H&AOO!JAJtTIUtS Of THE CQM.MANOl!:ll IH CUif!P 

:;AVY OJi!P ..... Rnnt~"''". WA.'IHI~'CTON, D. C. 

9JIII'!l AIID CEI.'ITRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d, ) 

9 a .m. 29 ~arch 1944. 

During tbe night of 25-26 l!arch 1 night flying Catalina• set on fire a 
barge or a omall tanker near !XJNUIID I SLAND, northweat of NEW HAKOVEl! . Re­
CoMaissanco planes attacked tho NAI.tAIIATAI, !lilT IRELAIID, runwa.r and atartod 
a fire northwest of tho KAVIENG, air strip. On t he oame night, a number of 
tires were started at RABAUL by 7 Mitchollo . 

On tho morning or 26 llarch, Mitchello attacked VUNAKANAII airdrome in­
stallati ons. Nino Mit chells wore dllJilogod by antiaircraft fire. Fight or 
bombers started fires in the KIHIU supply area, oouth NEW IRELJ..I(l) , while 
dive and torpedo bombers attacked installations at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND . 

On tho afternoon of 26 llareh, tho suppl y area at VUNAPOPE, NEW BRITAIN, 
was attacked by dive bombers. Ou.ring the afternoon, 2 llitcholls probabl y 
destroyed tho enemy radar installation in ADlER BAY, !ll!VI B.'l.I TAIN, and dmogod 
a barge west of RABAUL. 

During the night o! 26-27 l!arch, gunboats (LCI) bombarded PURIATA, south­
""st IDUGAINVIU.B ISLAIID, and t ho mouth of the SAUA RIVER. On the same night, 
motor torpedo boats sank a gasoline barge off the northeast coast of !IOUCAI!i­
VIUE ISLAND . Two of tho boats wore slightly da;noged by onooy shore fire. 

SUpply and poroonnol areao in tho vicinity of the l.tARIRICI RIVEIR, oout h­
oast fl.!PRESS AUGUSTA BAY, were attacked on 26 l!areh by dive and t orpedo banbcra, 
wile fighter planes destroyed J pillbOXA!s on islands at the mouth of tho 
1'EKESSI RIVER, El!PRSSS AUGUSTA BAY Area. 

Between J :00 p. m., 26 lolarch and 3:00 p .m. , 27 !larch, our patrola cont acted 
the e.-y in all sect ors of the TCROKINA perimeter . Bombers potrolled tbe area, 
and attacked """"Y positions . Our casualties tor 26 L!arch, 8 killed, 43 '""unded. 

PAKIN ISLAIIDS, in tho CAROLINE ISLAND GROUP, were bombed by a recormaissanco 
plano on 27 )larch . Results '"'re not reported . 

Ouo to bad weather, Liberators, unable to reach TRUK, bombed PULUSUK ISLAND, 
l20 ..Uoo southwest ot TinJK. Resulto were not reported. No enemy planes wore 
encountered. 

Tho submari no HERRING, operating in EUPIRE waters, damaged an en~ destroyer . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
Ht.ADOU.uTta or TH& ~DU u• Outr 

NAvY Da'AIT)CJ:IIIo'T, WAIUI'tGT'O!f, D. C. 

4 P""'• 28 llorch 1944, 

9JU'!'H AND CENtRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d , ) 

At 8:15 •·"'· 27 llorc:h, 12 W.tehtllo, eocor ted by 18 Coraairo, bombed 
and otrated, nth good reou.lto, PCNAP& town and airdr otll6 inot al.l at1one , 
Our planes nro intoreopted by 1S onom,y C1ghtoro, and ot these ohot down 
nino, plue thl'ee probobl... EntiiiQ' antiaircraft !ire was intense but in­
accuute , One W.tchell failed to return and another w.u damagod, 

~JE and other 1olando in the atoll wore bombed and strafed with !air 
reou.lto by 2C clive boclb.ro, ooeorted by 23 !J.abtero, .,t 8:)5 a, m, , 27 llarch , 
Ono bacber wa.s lost, but t.he pilot waa recovered. 

At 9 &A, 27 llarch,12 W.tchollo boOLbed JAWIT. Resu.lta ""r' unobHTYed 
duo to clouds, 

TAROA and other blonde in tho II.U.OEJ.AP Atoll were boclbed and otrafed by 
oix Venturao at 11:10 a, o , 27 llarch , Cood resu.lto wore reported , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

HIADOUAJlTERS OF Till C0MMA!iOER IN C'-HIRF 

NAVV DBPARTMel'o"T. Wi\IHII\GTO!'<. O. C. 

OOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d, ) 

9 a.m. 28 Karch 1944. 

During the P"riod, 3:00p. m., 24 Karch to 3 :00p.m., 2611arch, 
much en&.my" sniper Cir·e and a eonaide.rable concentration or Japs were 
l oeat·ed by our troop• in the north aector or tho TOROKINA perioeter . 
:three lnuldred and oeventy~eix Japanese dead were counted in thie area. 
A Fiji patrol, OP"rating near the !lUlU ~'UIIA trail, killed 15 Japaneae. 

OUr troopa, in mopping up east of the perimeter, killed many Jopa­
neoe. Since 9 llarch, 2,384 dead J apa have been counted in the TOROKDIA 
area. Our casua.ltiee for 24-25 Karch , 35 killed and 151 wounded, 

On 26 llareh, a reconnaioaance plano bombed LELE ISlAND, KUSAIE GR:IUP, 
and another reconnaissance plane attacked PDSLAP. Results were not re­
ported. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADCK.IAitTUI OP Tltl COMMAJriOIA IH ClllllF 

r;'AYY DEPA.ltTMI~1'. WAJJIIi'ICTOK, I) C. 

SOUTif #ID C!2.'1'RAL PACIPIC (cont 1d,) 

9 a.m. 28 Karch 1944. 

DuriziB t he night o! 24-25 lluch, recom&iuanco pl&nes baebo<l air­
field inst.&llationo at KAVIJiliG, N31f IRlU.AND. 

On tho early 110rning o! 25 llarcll, 7 lt1t.c:hollo harassed RABAUL TO<I!I 
and st.orled !ireo at RAHJPO, NEll' BaiTAIN. On tho ,...., ..,min&, divo and 
torpedo bccbera attacked gun positiono, northwut o! RAJI;\JJL, otarted !irea 
and deotroyed buildinca. One torpodo bomber wu ohot down by antiaircraft 
!ire and two bccnbore plue an eacortin& fighter ouotainod doooage. 

Prior to noon, 25 llarch, 34 tighter b~>bore attacked and atarted !irea 
in the enemy !uol et<>ru at m!AVlA BAJ, NE,f BRITAIN. 

On the afternoon of 25 llarcb, di.,.. bc:&bera athclted an AIDWiiti on dllll1p 
•t TAo"\\11 POllll', !(!11 BRITADI, and atruek •t tho KAVlEK> ~. liElf IRELJ.N!>. 

One bocl>or !ailod to return. 

'1'!-.e biYou.oc area, in the vicinity o! the IIIBO RIVm, southwoot cout 
o! BJUG.IINVILll!l .I.SUW, and inatollationo woat o! tho CAllA! RIVER, oouth 
BJIJGAINVILIE ISLAI;D, ..,ro bombed and atrated b7 ~tniz~Bs and Airaeobru, 
on 25 llarch. On the aome d~oj>, a redar inatollation in ADLER BAJ, out lo:E\'1 

BRITA.rn, •• dutroyed by lt1tcholl bombero. 

On 25 llarch, tho RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, aupply area was bombed by 
l.!l.tcheU. and & nllllber or riroo atarted. Throo lt1tcholls wore dam&&ed by 
antiairc.raft tiro. 

On 2.S llarch, 2 Vonturu deotroyod the IUSSAVA BAI d.,, 1\t\f BRITAIN, and 
2 o.-;o barges .. at <>! RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Otbor aircraft in o awoop o .... r 
RAB;\JJL and :oouth NE\l' IR!!LA!Il, deatroyod two truck looda of Jopane .. at IIAl'LIK, 
O<>uth N31f Ill!ll.A!J>. 

During tho ~t o! 25-26 llarch, gunboat. (LCI), bombardod the JABA 
RIVER JDOuth eroa central woat coeot o! l!JOOAINVILIE ISLAI<D, attacked !1ve 
one~ bargea, eank one and probably another and drovo tho remainder aahora, 
wllero they wore ahlled by one or our deatroyore. 

It io believed that our heavy artillery tire, during tho ~t or 24- 25 
llarcll, prevented a Jlj)an .. e attack againet the TOROKINA perimeter, l!JUGA.IIIVIlJZ 
ISL.IIiD. Throughout 25 llarcll, divo and torpedo bombers attacked ene=;o gun 
poaitiona out aide ot the 'l'Cf!OKINA periater, and during the attemoon ot the 
• .,. dlol', a d.oatro,er bollbarded en....,. poaitiono in the area. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HiAOQUAUER$ 0' TH:I CC.MMAJ'ItOER IN CHtt:J' 

NAVY DI!'PARTJr.ICI'fT. WA.SJII'"G"TO~ . D. C. 

SJ11l"H AIID CENTRAL PACiriC (Cont 'd. ) 

4 p .m. ?:7 llarch 1944. 

On 25 lLarcb, a recoM&ieeanc e plane aank two snall f reighters, near 
PONAPE, and otrafed airfiel d inot&llationo on tho i ol W. 

'rile now field barrack• on PONAPE wore bombed by .3 llitchells at 9 :45 
a.m., 26 llarch . Our bombers wore attacked by 15 Zeros an<! of tho•• shot 
down four, pluo one probable. One llitcholl wao <lamagod. Later, at. 10 :05 
a.m. , 10 llitchollo bo:r.bod buildi.ngs on the old airfield and st arted a number 
ot fires . The entire area waa .!tra.ted by acoompaeyi.ng Coraa:Lra . Heavy but 
inAccurate antia.1rcra.Jt tire wa.e encountered. The e.seorting Cors&ir.! on their 
r eturn tli gjlt strafed UJELAIIG ATOLL . 

'nlr ee llitchells att acked OUDT I SLAND , lo!ALOELAP ATOLL, with bo<Dbo and 
75 cd.llimoter cannon, at 10:27 a.m., 26 llarch . Later, at 11:05 a .m. , 10 
llitcholls bombed the runway area on TNI!JA. Huvy but inaccurate ant iaircraft 
t ire was encountered. 

At 11:24 a .m. , 26 llarch, l'l!IDJ, l!)IYB:)R and JAOOR, in J ALUIT ATOLL, were 
at tacked bJ' 6 Ventura.a. Heavy expl osi ons on ElttDJ and &NYOOR wera observed . 

At 12:28 p . m., 26 llarch, a reconnai .. anco pl ano banbed the radio in­
otallation area on PniGELAP . No hits were scored. Light anti aircraft fire 
was encountered . 

At 2:00 p. m. , 26 llarch, 1.3 Dauntless and 12 Corsairs bombed and st rafed 
'loiJTJE . A number ot tiree ""re started. Antiaircraft tire oncOWitored waa 
meager and inaccurate. 

On 26 llarch, 1 llit chell bombed IIILL6 with unobserved result s . Tho bomber 
""" olightly damaged by antiaircraft fire. 
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CONli'ICN nLI ~ ,.lET UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADCKIAftlll w TK! Cc»~WAKDU tN Cur 

I 

ltA\'Y DCPAft'W£H'T, WAJMJ~. D C 

9 •·=· 27 l!arch 1944 • .. .. 
S0l1!'R AIID C!m'RAL PACIFIC {Cont. 1d.) 

The oub:oarinoo POllOCK and !IH.\I.J! attacked a tnl vo-&hip c onvor, undor otrong eaeort, about. 90 ..Uea north by wet. ot CHICHIJDIA. Tho POllOCK sank one destroyer, one :edl.uoo tre1i)\ter, prob&bl.¥ oank bo largo tro1i)\toro and do.:ugod on. unidont.i!iod voual. 
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UNITED STATES FLEE T 

9 a.m. 27 llueh 1944 . 
~~ .... 

" SOUTH Al/0 CPliTR.U. PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

At ll:JJ • · •·• 2S !larch, 13 llitchollo bombed and otratod tho I'ONAI'I air 
otr1p and oUler illotallationo, ill acldition to dootro1ill& a btdldill& on ANT 
ISI.AI~. EnOIOJ' antl.&ircra!t. fire wu axlorat.e. 

At 12:4S p.m., 2S llarch, lJ Dauntluo and 12 Coraai.ra bombed and otratod 
l,;]TJE inotallationa. A direct. hit wao a cored on a water dhtUlaUon plant. 

'!Wlvo llitchollo, at 1:00 p.m., 2S !larch, bcnbed J.U.UIT. ~ anti&ir­
cratt fire clao:oaged oM plano. 

Varioua ial..lndo ill'l\UDLAP AroU. wore bod>ed bJ 4 Vonturao &t 2 130 p .m., 
2S ll&rch. 

Durin& tho night ot 23-24 llarch, 
runwq and 111M AT AN AI, NEW IRELAND . 
ISLAND, ,.. .. also attacked. 

recoMaisoanco planoo bolllbed tho KAVIENG 
Inotallationo in CHOLSEUL BAY, CHOISIDL 

Our1ll& the afternoon of 24 llarch, 74 dive and t o.,...So bcobero athcked Ule 
WNAKA!IAU, N3lf ll!ELOO, runwq and wrrOW>ding gun poai tiona. Anti&ircratt 
tiro clomaged tivo planes. Later, 3 llitchello again attacked this area. One 
llitcboll was dalllagod by antiaircratt tire. 

On 24 llorch, divo and torpedo bombero attacked t ho oupply area ill eaat 
E1o!P11ESS AJJGUSTA BA!, BOU:aiNVII.LB ISl.AN), and enOII)' positions around the 'I'CilO­
KIHA pori.Mtar. Inotallationo ill tho IIA'ICHIN BA! area were attacked by Air~ 
cobraa. 

Durin& the attarnoon of 24 l.tarch , 37 of our figbtor planeo bolllbed WNAPOI'E, 
NEW BRITAIN, and atortecl a number of fireo. other tighter planoo otratod in­
otallationo at RABAUL and oouth N!:71 IRELAND . An OIWI\Y barge wao attacked off 
tho oaot coaot ot HE:II IR!:LA!!Il and laft in a ainldng coodl.tion. Inotallationo at 
RAI'OI'O aod TOIIERA, N!r.f BRITAIN, •ro otra!ed froa low len l. Antiaircraft. tiro 
dau&od one plane. On tho •- dq, IU.tcholla attacked the TOB5RA runwq and 
probebl1 otart.ed tiroo in the revat.:ooonto. 

Durin& tho night of 2S-26 llarch, a gunboat (I.CI) ami a Catalint, ahollod and 
bombed llOS!GA, aouthwoat BCUGAINVIU! ISLAND . 
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U NITED STAT ES FLEET 
HIADQ!JA.ftT6.1tS OF TUil CO~MANOia IN CHt!P 

NAVY OI!:P,\RTMINT, WA!tii~CTQ!ol, 0 C. 

4 p.a. 26 ll&rch 1944-

SOUTH AHD ClltTRAL PACIPIC (Coqt'cl.} 

lllll'1n& tho ni&ht of 22-23 ll&rcb, roeoMAioNilce plan01 booobod the KA VIENG 
I'WIWII' one! IWI.lTAIIJ.I, NEll IREUND. 4 llitchelb otarted fl.reo at IWIAUL, NEll 
IRBLARD. 

~ 2J ll&reb, Liberatore attacked, otarted tl.roo &nd hit luilc!i.'l!o ill the 
ou,ppl.T area st l!ATAVAL, flEW BRITAIII, 4 of the boabore wro ~~~~~od b.r anti­
aircraft tiro. Otbor Liberatore attacked IUI!lLI, BUXA, l!eoulta wro not 
reported. Antial.roraft tire brolll:bt doon a Corecir near Kll!n.I &nd clla&ged 
&nother, 24 llitcheUo attacked the ClllliATOOI l"'lrttlaJ' on l!UKA ISL\110 with un­
reported rooulto. 

During 2J llarch1 'lla.rbo.>d<e attacked a !l.lel dullp ill KE!V.VIA BAY, Nl'll BRIT.II N, 
end other f1&hter plonoe otrafed b&rgea &nd Olll&ll craft in tho ba.r, Lightning• 
bolobod ltaat.I.I POINT, north SHCRTUIID ISLIJID, <n the 11ae da.r, enll\f gun pod­
tiona at the 11011th of the TEI!ESSI IIIVER, out lillffiESS AOOUSTA BAI, were attack­
ed by cl1 vo and torpedo bomber a, l!eeul ta wro not roportod, 

Durins th8 period 6rl0 a.m. and 7•30 a.a, 2J ll&rch, about 70 oballa l.&Dded 
ill tbo 'r1c1n1t.r ot tho PIVA al.rotripo without ~~ but 16 men •re inJW'ed, 

I 
Betwc J p.m. 23 ll&rch and 3 p.m. 24 ll&rch, a battalion of Japoneae 

int&ntr.r ot t.ecked 1n tho north eector ot the Ta!OKINA perimeter and ettooted a 
alight penetration of OW' linea, A counto~attack reetored our poeitiona, About 
300 doad Jap&neee ...,,.. found illaido our linea . OW' eaoualtiee for 23 ll&rch - 4 
kUled, 4 7 wounded, 1 aiJI81ng, 
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UN ITED STATES FLEET 

II&AOOUAI'T'tll or TKI COW.MA.I"DI III IN CHli::F 

NAVY DBPAKTW.BitT, WAJIIIHCTC)~, 0 c;, 

SOUtH AliD CENTRAL PK:lPIC (Cont'd.) 

9 a .m. 26 W..ch 1944. 

TA!lOA wao attackod b)' 12 llitchelb with 8 toao ot boo:ba at 9:00 a.a., 
24 w.rcb. !.&tor I t.hooo plano a droppod al tono on JALUlT. 

At 9:15 a.m., 24 w.rcb, l Liberator, 12 llar1DO Corsairs and Dauntloto 
ro1ouod 9 tons ot bombo and otratod inotallationo on IIOTJE. 

At 10:00 a.m., 24 llarch, 18 Arm:! Liberatore dropped 49! tono ot bombo 
on the berracka and oil otor&<~• eroa on \TAKE ISLAIID . I ,ntenoe ontiaircratt 
tiro d&m&<!Od S planto, killed ono ot tho ere .... 

Tho barracko area on PONAPE ... u attacked by 7 llit chello with 7 tone ot 
bombo at 11:31 a.a., 24 llarcb. At about t ho ... tiu, 3 llitchollo dropped 
3 ton,o on AliT ISLA!ID. 

SoYontoon tono ot ballbo wre dropped b7 U Ventura. on JALUD' at 11:46 
a.a., 24 l!arch. 

Nino llitchollo reloaood 8! tono ot bcabo on POHIJ'! 1natollat1ono at 4:30 
p . m., 23 llarch. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 

ll&ADQOAitTIU or nm co.w~ou ll'f 0.1Kr 
tt.A VY DIP AltTM&Nr, W AltU."'G'I'O..'rf, 0 c. 

9 a. JL 25 llarch 1944. 

SOOTH AIID C!YI'!Ul. PACIP'lC (Contd,) 

At 9:55 &,,., 23 IIOl"ch and later at 2:10 p.ll. 23 IIOl"ch, 12 llitcholla dropped 
7 tona o! bolabo on all OJ. A larso explosion wu obeervod, Ant1&1rcratt fire was meager. 

IIII.lE waa attacked at 8:14 •·•· 23 IIU'Ch and at 12:JO p.Jll. 23 ll&rch with U ! 
tens of b<llba clr<>pped b)' 8 Coro&ira and 2 llitcbello. llo ant.1&1rcratt tiro waa 
eru::ount.ered. 

At 9:05 a.ll. 23 llarch, l2 N&V"T Hellcat. and 13 ltarirte Daunt1o11 hit ~JE 
with 6 tone o! b<>Cibs. No d&JII&O was observed. One dive bco;bor returned al18htly 
dama&od by lisht antiairerAlt tire. 

8 tona ot boa:.ba and incendiari .. were r oleaaed by 7 Venturao on TAROA 
barracka,gun pooitiona and radio otation at 2:10 p.m. 23 llarch. A n\Dbor of tires 
started. !Mmy antiaireratt tiro waa JOOderata. 

'lbo l\lbmar1ne roK!!Y ocorecl 2 torpedo hito and ~bobly aank an I-clna 
J_a~ llll.'tr't.iP* west. ot tho PAI..WS. Prior to this attack, 2 larso obips, 
probabq oilere,and a dootro~r were dac~ed. 

- 926-

Regraded Unclassified



' 
UNITED STAT ES F LE8T 

H:tADQVARTRittl 01 TUB CO.MMA."DIER I~ CHIEF 

NAVY DS:P/t.RT.1F.,'o'T, WASIII~GT0.!-1. D. C. 

4 p.-. 24 ll&rch 1944. 

S9!ltH AND Cl!!!p!AL PACIFIC (C<lnt • c!.) 

Dllrill& tt. niDlt ot 21-22 ll&rcb, a rocollll&ioNnco plmo hara .. oc! KAVllml, 
Kill IltiiLAliD, &ad 5 llitchallo attacked IAIWNAI, Vl.Ql.liWIAU 11>d !W!AUL, NEll 
BRITAIII. A nlllll>or of tiroo wro otartoc!. 

On 21. ll&rch &ad 22 llareb, boaboro &ad fisl>taro attawcl tho •nM¥ euppl,y 
area near tho L\lllliU. RIVER, north of tho Ta!OlCIJIA poriaoter, llCIJOAINVILIE lSIAIID. 
A large tiro and uploeion •ro oboorvt<l. a.m pooiticmo &ad ouppl,y duapa near 
tt. REIHl RIVER IIISSICJI wro alao attaclct<l. 

On tho liiOI'Il1JI& ot 22 ll&rch, c!ivo &ad torpo<b bolobera, attoclcod VUNAXANAO 
gun poa1t1ona and tho l'Wiw.r• A large tiro •• ot.art.ocl, 6 clive bolobero Md 5 
torpoc!o boabera """" daagod bT antiaircraft tiro, 

llurlJl& 22 ll&rch, llitcballo attacked tho IJ.IWNAI, NX'II BRITAIN, a1ratr1p and 
airdrcao 1netallatiCIUio A n\Dbor ot grounclac! o~ planoe UJ< bavo burned. 4 
ot OW' bolol>ora wro doaa&oc! bT antiaircratt tiro. TCei!IIA. &ad RAIIAUL on NEil 
BRITAIII, IWIJ. &ad lCIHILI on BOIXlAINVIU.E ...,,.. attaclotd bT Liboratoro, A .all 
lroiahtar and VO"ftd inotollat1CIUI 1n Ja!IU.Vll B.U', IIE!I BRI'I'AIII, nro etratoc!, 

llurlJl& tho ni#>t ot 22-23 ll&rch, ono ot our c!oetro.rore bolll>&rdoc! a aboro 
battii'T >lbich _. 1nattoct1Yol,r oballing a nUOibor o! our 110tor torpedo bo&ta 
noar tho 110\ltb ot the TEKESSI RIVER, central •et co&et BOOOAINVIUE ISIJ,.'Il. 
Sb"" battor1oo Mar tt. l'tJRIA'I'A li.IVKR, central •et coast BOUGAiliVIU.E ISIAIIIl, 
&balloc!, without. -,., a n\llber at our 110tor torpedo bo&to ong&goc! 1n etrat­
inc on~ ohoro inotollatiCIUI. 

At .._, 2.3 ll&rch, a nlllll>or at OW' doetro.rora boabardoc! a auppl,r clwop on 
ELOI.UI lSL\IID, .. ..u. at IIOSSAU lSIJ.IIl). 'l't.T &lao o»atroTocl about l!iO caaoliM 
-., on Dl PLANTATICII, ooutboaot IIOSSW I SLAIIO. 

A roconn&1a1111CI plano obot clo1CI - Mc!i~a ~ bolober 15 ailoa ,.It of 
ClRBIIIWIQI ISLliiD on tho o&rlT attemoon at 23 ll&rcb. 

Since tho IIOftlill& ot 19 ll&rcb, no _,. aholla ban fallon 1na1cle at t bo 
TCI!.Oillll. datonoo poriaet.or. Frca .3 p ... 22 ll&rcb to .3 p.-. 2.3 ll&rcb, our 
potrolo oncountoroc! aall¥ Japa north ot tho pon..t.or. a .. ulta of tt.ao 
.. countoro haft not. boon reportoc!. OUr caau&ltioa for 22 ll&rch - l ldJ.lec!, 22 
*Nilded. 

- 925-

Regraded Unclassified



I 
• 

' • 
UNITED STATES FLE ET 

lt&A.DQU.UTDS Of T'HI C:OtrU4.V.'DitR I~ O tuU' 
XAYT Dlf'AiitTWUfT, WAJHI~CT'OS, ll C.. 

SliiTI! AND cum!Al PACI FIC (Con~'d. ) 

9 a.m. 24 ~ch 1944. 

On the morning ot 20 lluch, l!l.tct.llo bod>od tho clioporsol area at 
LAXUNAI, NSVI BRITAIN, and antiaircraft pooitiona, noar SULPHUR CRJt!K. 
Sovan planes woro damaged by antiairoratt !ire. 

During tho .,rni.ng of 20 llarch, ~tni.ngo ~d tho oup!'l7 area a t 
IUTAVAL, M!1l llllTAlli, and otarted a l arco tiro. F'18)1toro nratod .. .u 
on_,. craft in IIE!IAVIA BAI, dW'ing tho &!ternoon ot tho same c~a.r. 

During 20 llarch, clive and torpedo bombers attacked VVNAKAIIAU, Mtiair­
oraft positions. En~ antiaircraft tiro dama&od throe torpedo bomboro. 
On the SUIO cla.T, 23 Liberatore .truck at the VUIIAK.III.W airfield, rom-rod 
tho corol air otrip unaorvicooblo and ~od t ho concreto otrip. 

Thr<Nghout 20 l(ar<;h, dJ.vo boraboro patrolled and bombed O!leiJI1 positions 
around tho TO!lOKIIIA perimeter. 71arhawko and Airacobraa attacked onee>;V pod­
tiona on t ho aouthwest coaat or BOUGAINVI LLE ISLAND. 

During tho n18)1t ot 20-21 ll&reh , J ..,..,.so pooitiona 1n eaot DIPR!SS 
AOOUSTA BAI, wro ottoctivol.r bo::bardod b7 ono of our deotroyero. On the 
••• n18)1t, roconn&ioaanco planes bod>od IIAKAI.IliAI, KAVIEiiC and CAl'£ ST. GBORGE, NE\'1 IRILA.''ID, 

During tho ..,ming of 21 llarch, mecliwo and light bod>ers attacked the 
LAKUNAI nunra7 and rnet:unto. Four llitcholls and one Airacobra wero da::lagod b)' ono;oy antiaircraft tiro. Loter, llboratora attackod the V\JNAKA.~Ail runw117 and rovot..onto. Ten Uborators were <I ~~~&god by antiaircraft tiro. 

On 2lllareh, clive ancl torpedo bombort attacked onolll)' positi one around 
tho Ta!OKIIIA perimeter and oaot of tho S.WA RIVER and north of tho LARUKA 
RIVER, :OOUOAliiVILLE ISLOO. 

During tho afternoon, 2l llareh, dJ.vo and torpodo bombers attacked tho 
WHAUN.!U air otrips, rovo"""'m.• and antiaircraft gun pooitiona. Throe clive -bors and four torpedo bomboro were d&lllllgod by antiaircraft tiro. On tho 
"""' day, two Vonturas acorocl hits on tho llASSAVA BAI dam, '/'lEST RABAUL, NB'II 
BRITAIN. Other planes owept tho NEW BRITAIII aroa !or onomr bargoo and atrafod a ...U treicbtor 1n SIIIFSON HAROOR. Str&!ing pl -• killocl a INIIl>or o! Japa­
nooo at VUN.\l':A.~.W, HEW BRITAlli, 

At 8:02 p.a., 2l lluch, our troopo CO!Iplotocl tho occupation o! l!lo!IRAD 
ISLAIID. 

'""' 1 Pr011 3:00 p.a., 20 llarch, to J :00 p.a., 22 llarch, minor patrol coo toe to h'"'~ ~ took ploeo 1n tho TO!lOJallA aroa. 1:!!.! onOe>;V is apparontl7 otill &athori.ng •· '<:; ' l hil torcoo, north ot tbo poriloot.or. Our cuuolti oo on 20 Kareh, woro 8 ldllod, ·~ 4S wounded and 2 llioaing. on 2l llarch, 7 kUlod and 46 wounded, 
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UNITED STATES F LE £T 

H:IADOUAHtU Of' T1IK CO.W.WA .. DU I~ CtnU 
llAVV DEPAITMD"T. WAJHI~. D C 

SOU'Il! AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d. ) 

9 a.m. 2) llarch 19lo4 • 

Incondiarioa and othor bod>o wro dropped by 5 Vonturao on 'I'AROA, at llt)O a .m. , 2l llarch. Fires and eXj)lOI1one .. ro etarted, '!'he an­t iaircraft tiro waa moderato, 

At 9::JO a,a., 21 ll&rch, l) ll&rino Dawltlooo <live baobere and l2 S.U.Cato, etratod and bccobod l!OTJ!. One lo.rgo explolion occurred. Winor damage wao received by two ot the Dauntless planes from the enemr'• wale antiaircraft tiro. 

I!IIIDJ, J.\LUI'I' Al'OLL, "" bombed by l2 llitohello at 11:20 a.a., 21 llarch. 'l'ho antiaircraft tiro wao M88er. 'l'he uoulta of our b""'bing .,..ro poor. 

On 21 ll&rch, at 8:40 a,a., 8 Corsairs bccobod lllU! witb 1.1l10bservsd r.­oW.to. llo Mtiairoratt tiro wao rocolnd. 

'l'he submarino PI CUDA, operating on a war patrol in t ho central Pacific, roporto that on 18 llarch ahe obtained four torpedo hit a in an empty 7, SOO ton tanker. 'l'ho rooulh of tba attack • r• unoboorvod. A 6,SOO t.on troop tranoport waa eunk on 20 llaroh, with two torpedo hito. 
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.UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUAJtTil:ltl OP TUI CO..IWAHDI!Il IH CHI" 

l"AVV DIPA.TWL"'T. WAJIU~S, D. C 

9 a... 22 lial'eh 191.4. 

SOUTH M1l Ci!:II1RAL PACIFIC (Conl'd . ) 

l'r<>lll the C>Ornin& ot 19 !larch to noon ot 20 lla.rch, there wre no enom,y planeo or oholl.in& iMide tho TOROialiA porl.Dotor. Kill 260, on tho eut porl.Dot.r, ccntinuAIO to II. object ot cleanJ.n& up operations. lt 1o reported that on 20 !larch, 98 Japs were ld.lled in that area. Our casualHoo on 19 llarch, 17 killed, 9~ wounded and 2 mi••in&· 

At 10 :16 a,,.,, on 20 llarch, 1.) Liberatore attac~d WAKS LSL/.SD. !le­cauae ot the hea'7 overcast it io believed that llOst ot tho b:>.J>o loU 1n tho water. Howenr, a tire wu obearved 1n the tuol oU otow&~e apace. Tho antiaircratt tiro wao alight . 

OM ot tho Liberatore ot the 11'A!CE t liaht, bombed liOTJB at 9: 26 a.m. , 20 llareh. 

At 10 :25 •·•·, on 20 !larch, 7 llarino Dawttlo .. din bo::;bero, 2 Helle ate and J Avongero, hit I()TJB. The ant1&1rcratt tiro wao heavy. 

At U :15 a.m., on 20 llarch, 9 llitcbell boolboro hit TA!lOA and exploded 
an .........Ution dUIIIJ). Tho antiaircratt tire was aodi•. 

!letwoon 9:00 a.m., and 1:50 p.m., 20 llarch, among tho plaoeo bOI!'.bing lln.lB, wre 2 Liberatore and 2 lliteholla, 

Throe llitehoUo and 6 V&nturao took turno at droppin& bol:lbo on J ALUlT 
on 20 lla.rch, between 8:00 a,:a., and 10 :50 •·•· Aa a ro~t ot theea - in&•, explooiono and tir11 were ooon on l!IIIDJ. llooger antiaircr&tt tiro wao rocoi vod trom tho enOI:ly. 

The I'Ubm.arina DON!?ISH, returning trc. a war patrol, in the eouthwest 
Paeitie, reports u tollon: 

22 J&nut.r)' 

6 Pobruilf'7 

- I n tho llOming, in IUKASSAR S1RA1T, ounk a l argo •""'>' 
sail boat with machine 8110 tiro. 

- In tho toronoon, .,11th ot CAPS PADA.'!AII, !'RE!ICH IliDO­
CHINA, dall&led a Vtf'7 largo tan~r and oanlc a ....u. .. 
aiu troiahwr. 

9 l'ebru&l'}' - In tho atternoon, ~o tho o"t ot CAPE PAOAIIAN, sanlc 
a largo awdli&l'}' ollor. 

a-arising tho da:ugo intlietod on tho 0"""7l it io indieatod ~hat a total or 21,272 t.ona were wnlc, 111bich toM~e covered one awd.liarz oiler. 17,500 t.ona, a troightor tor 3, 712 ton a and a oail boat tor 60 ton a. Ono oU tanker wao 
d&~~agod tor a total ot 19,425 tona. 
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UN ITED STATES P LEET 

9 a .m. 22 ll&rch 1944 

{ SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

On 21 llarch, at 8z)O a .o., our oaphibioua rorcoo lancl4d wit hout 
oppoaition on tho oouthout.rn tip ot I!IIIRA1 ST . IIAJ'rHIAS G!lOUP, NE'if 
li!BL.IIiD. The nriouo tuk torcea ottoct1.rz& thia oporaUo11 were W'ldor 
tho coa:c&Dcl ot Taal< Yorco J l - Roar .!Qairel lfllldJioon, U. s. N&1f7. 
SUV>t oppooition wao oncount.orod by unite ooisin& ELOIIUS!.O Is.t.J.ND, ott tho 

oaatorn tip ot EWIRA ISLAND. Othorwiao, in tho operation, tho lond1.rz& was 
conducted without oppooition. u yet no BUJE caau&ltioa have boon reported . 
8)' lli.dniaht, 20 Yarch, tho unl.o&d1.rz& hao been reported 971. coaoploted, thia, 
doapito tho ditticult boocboo on tho bland. It 1a ot.ato<! thoro havo been 
no Jape at lilU!U tor two IIOlltho. 

Sar1y on tho .,rn1.rz& ot 19 llarch, a Liberator bombed RABAUL. 

Curine t he aame morn1.rz&1 24 Liberators bombed PANAPAI, RA8AI1L, hit­
tinS rum<a)'a and revetment. and ce.uai.n& tires . ,l,pparentl)' one Liberator 
waa oliglll)' dpagod by anti aircraft tiro. 

llitcholl boobora, Dawnt1ess diYo bocbers and Avongora blasted antioir­
cratt. poaltions and the at.o.res area, at VUNAPOPB, lUBAUL, a.nd. cauMcl tires . 

Soa:e or the Oauntlou clive boclbera ot this flight attacked CAPE sr. Cl!X>RGE, 

NR\'1 IRELAND . Eleven p1anu ot theao !lights ""ro dM>&god by a.ntiaircr&tt 
tiro. 

Airocobras, Lightni.n&o and 'llarllawks attacked on IIII:DUDl.tion dulllj) at 

T Ail!I POD.'T, near RAB.IIIL, and otarto<l a tire. Two ot our Lightl11.rz&a ""re 
e~tl,y c~.otupd by antiaircraft tiro. 

Tho oouth tip or Slllll1l.A.!.D ISLA!ill was ba:bod by a Li&htnizl&· 

Coroairs strafed three barg .. , ort ~'&NI I SLAND, NEW IRELAND, and uso 
atarted a possible gao du.azp tiro in ICEJIAVIA BAI, RAB.IIIL. 

Daw:1t.laaa dive bombers and A.Ye.nger plal:ws bc:aW buJldings northeut 

ot ll1ll 150, northoaat or TOROKDIA porioeter, cauain&- exploaiona. One 
ot our Avongera wu daczogod b7 antiaircraft tiro. 

At Slro'!OL.IN lllSSION, southwoot lliKA, two Airacobrae otr a.ted a houao, 

u uoo a barge northwt~t ot EOUGAIIIVlll.E. 

During 20 llorch, a patrol plano trom t he aouth Pacific area, bott.bod the 
raclio atation at SATA'IIAII IS!..AHl, ot tho NAI!ll ISU!iD GROUP, and &lao aUoneed 
an antiaircraft poaition. It i a reported that the run""7 on tho iuaod ia 

Hrviceable. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTERS 0 [1' T li.£ COMMANDER IN CHI!:"!F 

NAVY DSP,'t'RTMitNT. WASIUI"GTOS, D. C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACI FIC (Cont'd. ) 

9 a.m. 21 lolarch 1944. 

The submarine LAPON, on a war po.trol south of HONG KONG, reports sink­
ing a loaded oil tanker and getting three hita on a loaded enemy freighter, 
Both of these attacks occurred on 17 llarch. 
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UNITED STATES FLE ET 
HBAOOUARTt:RS OP TH£ COMMANDER IN CllfeP 

NAVY DEPARTMENT , WASIU)I.'CTO!'i, 0. C. 

9 a. m. 21 L!areh 1944. 

SOUTH AND CE.NTRAL P/CIFIC (Cont'd. ) 

During 18 ll.arch, Corsairs hit a barge northwest of AIIBITIE ISLAND, 
NE;v IRELAND, as also two launches ott t he northeast coast, Forty to 
fifty barges , in KERAVIA BAY, ware also strafed by th..,., 

Our fighter patrol, off OOUGADNn.IE I SLAND, during 18 March, strafed 
barges at tho mouth of tho JABA RIVER, 

Dauntless dive bombers and Venturas bombed CHOISEUL BAY t argets, on 18 
March. 

During t he night of 18-19 llarch, three Jap shells landed in t he 'l'OROKIIIA 
area. A dozen more hit in the PIV A area and caused a fire in a bomb dump 
which was extinguished after slight damage . During t he morning of 19 March, 
the enemy continued firing and made a hit on our air strip. Indications of 
increased enemy activity on the north 'l'OROKD<A perimeter wa.s found by our 
ground patrol. It is reported that since 8 ~arch, air and surface bcmbardment 
in the 'l'OROKINA area have destroyed 11 Jap guns , • 

On 20 llarch, between 11:25 a.m. , and 11:33 a. m. , 24 Army llitcholls bombed 
LAKUN AI airdrome, RABAUL. Antiaircraft fire damaged two planes eeriously and 
four slightly. · 

At 11:35 a.m., 20 llarch, 9 lo!arine lolitcl!elle hit the SULPH1JR CREEK area, 
co.ncentrating on antiaircraft and control positions, 

At 11:15 a.m. , 20 llarch, 24 Dauntless dive banbers, escorted by 17 Avenger s, 
sought out antiaircraft defenses e t VUNAKANAU, RABAUL. Three ccnfirmed hits 
were made on one position and several other direct hits ware reported. Photo­
graphs abow that one 105 millimeter gun, southwest of t he runWilJ" was destroyed 
by a direct hit. Three o! our Avengers W8re damaged by intense and accurate 
antiaircraft fire, 

On 20 l!arch, at 11:53 a,m,, 23 Liberators blasted VUIIAKANAIJ f ield, RABAUL. 
Our bolllbing pattern bracketed five antiaircraft positions. Seven Liberators 
Wllre heavily damaged by enlliiiJr antiaircraft fire, 

On 20 l.!arch, at 9:50 a.m., and 11:35 a.m., respectively, 12 Lightnings 
and 12 Airacobras hit the RATAVAL supply area, 

During the afternoon ot 20 llarch, 28 fightera made barge sweeps in the 
vicinity o! RABAUL. 

Between 3 :00 a,m,, and 5•50 p,m,, 20 llarch, Dauntless and Avengers on 
a bombing patrol, blasted enlliQJT artillery on the 'l'OROKI!IA perimeter. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HltADOUAitTP.JtS 0, Ttllt CONNANDER IN 0UEP 

NAVY DIPAITMW'tT, WASHINGTON. 0 . C. 

SOU'IH AND C19<"nlAL PACII'IC (Cont'd . ) 

9 a.m. 21 It arch 1944. 

lolll.l.8, on 18 lo!arch, was bosbarded by the batt.leships I O:YA and Nl>o1 
JERSEY, and the CV U:UNJ'roN .oade two carrier group air stri lnts on the 

I atoll. These three unito '"'re part of a task group, escorted by varioue 

I 
destroyers. It is reported that t he results were satisfactory. The battle­
ship IOWA received two six-inch caliber hits from the enemy shore batteries 
at ~t 1,5_,_000 yards range, The damage waa reported as moderate, Three 
men were wounded but none seriously. 

During the nig)lt of 17-18 l.!arch, bombing and strafing by our ni8ht 
patrol planes took place on eni!Qy barges, northeast of BUKA, and off the 
•out heast coast of NEY1 IRELAIID. ' 

During the early morning of 18 ltarch, l Liberator bosbed the VUNAKANAU 
and RAPOFO a.1rdroa.e a at RABAUL~ 

The enemr's positions on the TOROKINA perimeter, Jn!GillVIIJ.B ISLAIID, 
were. subjected to bombin&, during 18 l.!arch, by Avengers , 

On the mornin8 of 18 l!arch, our fighter planes started fires in tuel 
stores in KERAVIA BAY. They also exploded an 81lmunition dump at CAPE T,;.'AJI, 
just north of RABAUL, 

Dauntless dive bombers also hit RABAUL, during the morning of 18 llarch, 
and mads ten confirmed hits on antiaircraft positions north and east of the 
town. 

RABAIJL was also bombed b;y Liberators and Avengers during the morning of 
18 ltarch, and 01an1 tires were started in RABAUL T07iN . They also exploded 
one barge and damaged pier a and buildings. The enlllll)'' a antiaircraft fire 
dama&ed six Avenger and five Liberatora. Only one Zero owle any attempt to 
intercept over RABAIJL. .Another Zero wu seen over TAl'IIJI POINT, but offered 
no resistance. • 

Later, on 18 ltarch, ltitcbell bollbera bit the eastern aide of RABAUL ro;m,' 
where the e~ antiairer&tt fire hit two of our planes and third wu damaged 
b;r a premature bomb exploaion, Corsairs, Mlich covered this ~t, drove ott 
one ene~ tighter . 

During the afternoon ot 18 ltarch, two Venturas completely destroyed the 
!.!A.SSAVA BAY dock, in western RAB~. The;y also started a firo in the supply 
area. 

At 2 :10 p.m., 18 llarch, 8 Hellcats destroyed a barge off CAPE LAI.ti!Ei!T, 
northern NE>Y IRBLAND, and also attacked four other barges in ATALIKLIKUN BAY. 

tJ..-••• ' I, • 1•-.J, ..,.J 
10.. •· R...v........_ 

\, .. .. P., 0"---~a.. _,_A."' 
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UNITED STAT ES FLEET 
H&A.DOUAJTERS OF niE CO»WANOia tH Ctur.r 

tfAVV DaPART.W:E.,"T. WAJ1flp;CTOS, D C . 

SJU1ll ANI) CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont' d.) 

4 p.m. 20 llareh 1941 

On the morning ot 20 Vareb, TASK FORCE 37 (IDAHO, IIISSISSIPPI, IE'if 
IIEXICO, TEm<ESSES, PBNNsnV ANIA and 9 destroyers) compl eted a eueeeastul 
J! hour bollbar<bent ot KAVIE1i0, 1;6\V IRJ!l.Alv'D. One thousand eighty-tour 
rounds ot 14" high capacity projectiles and 12,275 tive-ineh were tired 
into the target area, eaueing large t ires and explosions. Flier a re­
ported CHINA T0\\11 leveled and tew builclings r..,ain in KAVIENG. Ineffective 
fire from enemy shore batteries waa quickly silenced, 

Our ships suffered no mat erial casualties but t wo men aboard the 
IIISSISSIPPI sustained serious injuries and two suffered light wounds from 
a premature burst of a five-inch fifty-one project ile. A a1ailar accident 
al.igbtly injured two a::en on tho Nl!\V J.:EXICO. 

On 19 llarch, a recoM&issance plano dropped a bali t on of bombs on 
PINGELAP, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HKAOQUARTB-MJ or THI COMMANDO I.N CIHU 

NAVV DI PAaTMf!,"T, WAIJUSCTOS. D. C 

9 a;m. :CO l!arcb 1944. 

At 12:07 p.m., 18 Karch, 11 llitchelle and 1 Liberator dropped 7 tona 
on JALUIT ATOll. Results were not reported. 

At 2:07 p.m., 18 \!arch, 5~ tolUI o! bombs were dropped by 5 Venturaa on 
TAROA. Results ""re not reported. Earlier that day, 4 Hellce<te and 10 
dive bombers dropped 4! tone. Antiaircraft fire was meager. One diva bomber 
!ailed to return . 

During the night of 18-19 llarch, LC~I gunboats bombarded KOSICA, south­
west BOUCAINVIUE ISLOO, and a Catalina bombed enemy installations on BAILALE 
ISLOO, south of BOUCAI NVILIE ISLAtm. 

At 7:45 a.m. , 19 Karch, eneJI11 installations in CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL 
ISLAND, were strafed by a Catalina. Machine gun tire sll8htly dftiiAged our 
plene. 

At 9:05 a.m., 19 Karch, 8 Dauntless and 2 Hellcats bit WOTJE with 3 tone 
o! bombs. Results wre not reported. 

At 6:00p.m., 19 Karch, 2 llitchalla struck PONAPB with 2 tone of bombs and 
sank a small freighter in the area. A number o! large tires were started among 
shore installations. 

At 8:40p.m., 19 \!arch, gun emplacements on I!ILIE were attacked by 8 
Corsairs. Antiaircraft fire wae meager. Prior to this attack a Liborator 
dropped one ton of bombs. 

At 1:07 a.m. , :CO Karch, 8 Ventures re1eaeed 9 tons of bombs on TARO A 
barr"ks and 8llD positions. Results were not reported. No antiaircraft fire 
wae encountered . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&A.DOUA.a'T'US 01t 'MI! 0».tWA.NDER IN CIHU 

NA\"Y OltPARn.!I:NT. WASIII~CTON. D. C. 

SOOT!! AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd. ) 

9 a.11, 20 March 194.1. 

During the night o! 16-17 ll.arch, torpedo bombers attacked with bombs 
and rockets enemy gun pooitiona east o! t ho TOROKINA perimeter. Dive and 
torpedo bombera attacked enemy gun posi ticna throughout 17 llarch,near t he 
SNJA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Warhawke bombed the l.!ATCHIN BAY bivouac area. 
A supply area in the vicinity o! the NllloiA NUlU t rail., was also attacked. Re·­
aul ts ~~ere not report.d, 

On 17 llareh, a wpply area near VUNAPOPE, Nt:.'l BRITAIN, wu attacked by 
1110diU111 and light bombers . A OUilber o! tires started. On the same d~, Cor­
aaire attacked and sank an enem.y barge in WIDE BAY, southeast NE'o1 BRITAIN. 
Another barge was set on fire near KABAIRA PLANTATION, west o! RABAIIL, NEW 
BRITAIN. Liberatore later again attacked t he VVNAPOPE supply area and started 
a nwnber of fires, Antiaircraft fire dt~~~~aged !our of our planes. 

At 1.2:50 p.m. , 17 llarch, 23 Li beratore atto.cked the NAllATANAl runwa,y, 
NEW IRELAND. A number of !ires started, No antiaircraft fire or intercep­
tion were encountered. The east coast of NE'1 IRELAND was strafed by 16 es­
corting Corsairs, in the NAAIATAIIAI strike. Results were not reported. 

During the night ot 17-18 llarch, a number of our motor torpedo boats, 
cooperating with a Catalina, attacked four heavily laden eneG~,Y barges east 
ot BUKA passage , north or BOUGAINVILl.E ISLAND. Two of the barges ""re de­
atr oyed, two escaped, 

Bet ween 3•00 a .m., and 4:31 a .m., 18 lolarch, enem.y pl anes bombed our 
posit i ons at '!'ORO KINA, west BOUGAINVIUE ISLAND, killed one man and wounded 
seven. On the same d~, a amall bomb dump east o! the PIV A air strip wu 
partiall;r destroyed by eneG~,Y artiller;r, 

Intensive patrolling, c ounter-better;r and surface bombar<ii:Aint o! Japanese 
positions continue in t he 'l'OROKIKA eector. There are l..ndicatioDa that t he 
t~WGY ie reorganising !or additional attack a north ot tba 'l'OROKDIA perimeter , 
Our euualtiea for 17 lolareh , amounted to 5 killed and 117 M>un:led, 

Five tona .... re released on KUSAIE by 6 Liberators, at 7119 a.m. , 18 ){arcb. 
l'i ree and exploaiona were obeel"t''ld , 

At 9:25 a.m., 18 lolareh , ll Libera t ors releaaed 8 tone ot bombs plus in­
cendiaries on PONAPE. A number of !ires started. loloderate antiairera!t fire 
d~.o~~&ged one plane. 

JA!DIT ATOLL wu boalbed b:y 18 lolitehelle, betwen 9:f:f/ a ••• , and 1.2:05 p .m. 
19 lolareh. lJi tone Of boalbe were dropped, Antiaircraft tire WU l!lAI&ger , 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
lhiADQUAR'TERS 0 1" Till! Co~HdANDE:R IN CIIII~F' 

NAVY DEJ'J\RTM£.\OT, WASiiiNGTON, D. C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PICIJ'IC ( Cont 'd, } 

9 a.m. 19 Yarch 1944. 

the bombarding destroyer, wae hit by the dest.royer 's fire, set on fire 
and eank. OllAI man was kllled, eight injured and three are missing. 

Tho beach area at the mouth of the ATSINIMA RIVER, northwest of TOROKINA, 
OOUGAINVILI.E ISLAND, was bombarded by motor torpedo boats during the night 
of 16-17 lolarch . 

During the night of 16-17 lolarch, r econnaissance planes bombed the enemy 
camp area, north o! !CAVIENG, NE'N IRELAND, the !CAVIENG strip and NAI.IATANAI 
runlfay. Reconnaissance planes also attacked !.!OSIGA, southwest BOOGAINVILIE 
ISLAND. 

The submarine SILVERSIDES reported sinldng one enemy ship of a four-ship 
convoy on 15 lolarch . Further details are not available. 

The submarine TAUTOG reported that she s ank one freighter on 13 March, 
set on fire and probably sank Bllother . On the night of 16 March, the TAUTOG 
attacked a seven-ship convoy and believes that of these she sank three and 
damaged one. 
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9 a .m. 19 March 1944 

COMISCJ< FILE 1) !\~ 

6~J;T 
<§.o<'~ SOUnl AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont'd. ) 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
HE.AOOUA.RT£RS OP THt Co~IMANDBR JN CHIEJ; 

NAVY OBPAR1'ME.NT, WASUINGTON, D. C, 

En811cy' gun positions &long the SAUA RIVER, OOUGAINVIUE ISLAND, were 
attacked by dive and torpedo bombers, during the afternoon of 15 March. 
Forty•aeven other dive bombers attacked enemy gun positions in the north 
'J'OROKINA peri.tneter area, 'llllile Corsairs strafed enemy barges in the vi­
cinity of KIHILI and TO NO LEI, SHORTLAND Area. Three planes were damaged 
by antiaircraft fire. 

During the night of 15-16 March, a Ventura and Liberator bombed RABAUL, 
NEW IRELAND. Results were not reported. 

On the !DOming of 16 March, 60 dive and torpedo bombers attacked gun 
poaitiona at KAVIENG, NE\'1 IRELAND. A number of hits were scored. Two dive 
bombers and three torpedo bombers 1n!re damaged by antiaircraft fire. One 
enemy fighter ineffectively attacked our bombers. At about the same time, 
10 Lightnings bombad and started ammunition fires in the west RABAUL Area, 
NEW ffiiTAIN. One pl ane returned damaged, 

During the n:orning of 16 March, Mitchells, Airacobras and Warhawlcs, 
attacked the VUNAPOPE supply area, NEl.V BRITAnl, and started a number of 
fires. Liberators and Lightnings struck at VUNAKANAU and 'J'OBERA buildings 
and revetments. Antiaircraft fire damaged ai.x Liberators and eight Mitchells . 
141.tchell bombers attacked the north shore of SI1!POON HARBOR, NEW BRITAIN, and 
DUKE OF YORK ISLAND, with unreported results. 

On the afternoon of 16 March, Lightnings shot down an enemy reconnaissanc 
plane over RABAUL, NEVI BRITAIN, and strafed barges west of RALUANA POINT, and 
a gunboat south of KERAVIA, NE\V BRITAIN. 

Bet1n!en 8:00 a . lll. , 16 March and 8:00 a ,m,, 17 March, enemy artillery 
sporadically shelled the TOROKINA air strips. One lll4ll was killed, a plane 
damaged and the PIV A str ipe hol ed. The damage was quickly repaired. 

At ):00 a . lll., 17 llarch, the Japanese attacked our positions in the north 
perilllet er and effected a sl.ight penetration of our lines, which were subse­
quently reestablished by counter-attack. 195 enemy dead were counted inside 
our wire, with 52 in t he vicinity of one pillbox. lo!any more Japanese were 
killed outside of our defense line. Our casualties, 16 l.iarcb, amounted to 15 
killed, 76 wounded. 

Duri ng the night of 17-18 llarcb, motor torpedo boats forced two enemy 
barges ashore, near the mouth of the JABA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. These 
barges were then taken under fire by a destroyer . One barge was destroyed and 
the other damaged . A gunboat, type unknown, which was engaged in spotting for 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
li.BADQUARTERS o·p TH!l COMMANDER 1N CHn::r• 

NAVY DEPAR:ntBNT, WASHrNGTON. J), C. 

4 !'•"'• 18 !.!arch 1941•• 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 'd, ) 

At 8:15 e .• !ll . 17 llarch, ll llitchells dropp~d 7~ tons of bor.lba on 
VICJI:JE . Large !ires ""re started, 

At 7:35 a .m. 17 ~rch, 10 Dauntless end 5 Hallcats released J tone 
on TAROA, Result s were not reported, Antiaircraft fire was ~C&G9r . 

Eight tons of bombs we,.., dropped on SI.ODJ by 7 Ventura• at 8 : 50 a . m. 
17 l.::!rch, A large explosion was observed. lloderate antiaircraft fire 
demaged one plane, 

Bet ween 7:27 a ,m, and 5:40 p.m. 17 llarch, 12 llitchells, shuttl ing 
from IJAJURO, released 14 tons on ICil.lE , Good results wer e reported. 
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CONJNC'H FILl UN ITED STATES F LEET 
HIAOQUARTBRS OV THK C0MMANOEW. IN CHili!> 

NAvY OU AitTME.,'T. WAJIU~GTON, D. C. 

9 ..... 18 llarc:h 1944. 

S9!1!'!l A1\'D CJ!NT!!AL PACIFIC (Coat. 'de ) 

'l'h• sulxurine CCD N>t\ll'lled tro. patrol ot the C3LEBES SEA Area 

atter eeorq the tolloorin& weeeaeu: 

Sank l tanker 
Sank l freighter 
Sank l Sa~n 
Total. 

7, 350 tone 
2,473 tone 

..,...-::3-BO~tona ( guntU. ) 
9,853 tone 

Tbe aubalarin• JACK returned !rom patrol ot the SOUTH CHINA SEI< and 

PHILIPPINE waters after scoring the following eucce .. ee: 

Sank 4 unidentitied new large •••olJ.~e tankere 
Sank 2 large unidmti!ied trei.jitm -
Sank l ...U un.identitied vesael 
Total 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTERS Of' THB COMMANDEK I S CHIEf' 

NAVY DRPARTMBNT. WASHJNCTON, D. C. 

SOllrH Aim CENTPJ.L PACIFI C (Contd) 

4 p , m, 17 l!arch 1944, 

During the a.!te.mcon of 14 llarch, dive bombers s llenced t\<0 enau,y guns in 
the east sector of the T<ROKINA perimeter , One plane ""s shot dol\ll by antiair­
craft fire , 

During the rt4!ht of l.lv-15 144rch, torpedo ba:nbers hit an enam,y gun position 
near the east sector of tha TOt10Kll/A perimeter, Throughout 15 l..!.!!rch , d1 ve 
bombers struck at the enam,y bivouac area near the RElii RIVER, west BOUGAINVIU.E, 
while Liglltnings and Airacobras attacked l:Ai/AI!Al<A and PIANO l.USSIOII, west llnd 
aouth1111st BOUGAIIIVIU.E I.SIJ.ND, 

During the night of 14-15 J.:nrch, reconnaissance planes bombed PANAPAI , 
NAJ.!ATAIIAI, NElV J:RBLAND and BUKA ISUJID revetments, Inat&llations on the north 
cooot or BOUGI.INVIIJ.E ISLAND .,.,re also attacked., 

During the morning or 15 llarch, llitchelle destroyed a numbsr of wildings, 
damaged revetments and run-.rn,rs at I.AKUNAI, NE"rl BRITAlll . On t he ssme morning, 
the VUNAPOPE euppl,r araa was attacked by llitchelle1 IJ.gj'ltninge1 Airacobru and 
W&rhewks , A number or fires started. Liberatore bombed the RAPOPO revetments, 
while dive and torpedo tx.Jbera rendered the TOOERA runws_y unserviceable • Hi ta 
were also scored on th" VUNJJ<ANAU runwa,y, Four llitche11a 1 eleven IJ.bera tors 
and four torpedo bombers -nre damaged by antiaircraft fire, 

( 

At about noon 15 ILarch, a light Japanese attack was repulsed in the north 
sector ot the T<ROKll/A perimeter, 12 5 eneii\Y dead 1111re counted, Since 8 .llarch, 
it is reported that 1,325 Japanese have been killed in the TOROXINA Area. Our 
casualties for 15 Karch amounted to 15 killed, 179 wounded, 

At 4:00 p..,, 15 llarch, Hellcats, in a sweep over the RABAUL Area, lm/1 
BRITAIN, and south !lEW IRELAIID1 destroyed one ene!IIJ' barge, daaged another md 
dalllaged a am&l.l craft in the KERAVIA BAY Area, Theee planes then destroyed the 
en•.r radar instllllation &t CAPE ST, GIDRGE, NEW IREIJJID, That evenin{l, Corsairs 
destroyed a noot plan• t&ldng oft in KERAVIA BAY. 

On 16 ll.al'ch, the TcnOKiliA strip, BOUGAll/VILLE ISIJ.N D 1 wae intenn.Utentl.r 
shelled by enem,y artillery, Three ahelle burat over the PIV /.. e.ir strip during 
the nigtt. ot 15 llarch, hut no damage reeulted. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H!ADOUAaTI:RS OF m:a C0WNANDRR IN OUU 

HAVY OI.PAJl'TY£.Vf, WASIUWGTO:f. 0 C 

9 a. m. 17 llareh 1944. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont'd. ) 

At 12:20 p.m., 16 Uarch, TAROA was attacked by 12 Mitchells wit h 6 tons 
o! bombs and cannon !ire. The enemy radar installation wu daaaed and an 
a:r•mnition dump exploded. Two planes !alatained lllinor damase !t'Oill moderate 
antia.ireratt !ire. 

Six Ventura• started !ires and .,q>looions on ;·mJE with 18 tons o! ballbs 
at 12:15 p. m., 16 March. 

On 16 llarch, 10 Dauntless and 4 Hellcats released 4i tone or bombs on 
llll.LE, loloderate antiaircraft fire damaaed two dive bombera. 

During the night or 15-16 March, a cooperating destroyer, motor torpedo 

boat and plane, probably destroyed two ene:q barges near the JABA RIVER, 
eout hwest BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
l t!ADQUART&RS OP THE CoMMANDEK l.N CHIP.F 

NAVY DePAiitTM£.,~. WASHISC:TON, D. C. 

9 a.m. 17 Yarch 1944. 

OOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd. ) 

Durin8 the niaht or 13-14 J.!arch, reconnaiesance planes bombed PANAPAI­
NJoi.!ATANAI, NEI7 IRELAND. Other nconnaissance planes (Catalinas), attacked 
BALLALE-AITARA laSSION, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and strafed I.IO'IUPENA 
POINT. A Catalina set on fire a small vessel in CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL I S­
LAND, an<1 started a fire along the shoreline . 

Between 1:55 p.m. , 13 Yarch and ll:55 a.m., 1.4 llarch, US dive bombers 
an<1 54 torpedo bombers struck at enemy artillery positions and supply dumps 
in the TOROKINA sector, BOUGAINVIUE ISLAND. 

Durin8 the morning of 14 l.larch, Airacobras and Warhawks bombed VUNAPOPE, 
NEW BRITAIN. Liberatore and ll,itchells attacked east RABAUL TO"iiN and t he 
waterfront in north SD.!POON HARBOR. Photographs showed many fires and num­
erous hits on the wharf, warehouse and other buildings. Four llitchells and 
one Liberator we.re dl!lllllged by antiaircraft fire . No enemy planes were en­
countered. 

On 14 l.!arch, our fighter planes dam11ged three barges on the west coast 
of NEW IRELAND, and four in TALILI BAI, NEW BRITAIN. In KERAVIA BAI, 12 
am&ll enemy craft and a coaster were strafed. 

On the same day, dive an<1 torpedo bombers struck the KERAVIA shore in­
stallations, scored hits on gun positions and eboraline aupply areas . Three 
dive bombers and four torpedo planes were dam11ged by antiaircraft fire. 
Barges on the east coast of BOUGAINVll.LE ISLAND were s trafed by Airacobrae 
and l'farhawks and a bridge over the liiBO RIVER, south BOUGAINVILI.E ISLAND, was 
destroyed. 

During the morning of 15 )larch, enemy artillery scored a number of bits 
on the PIVA air strip. The dem11ge was quickly repaired. 

Our patrols were active in the TOROKINA area throughout 15 llarch. The 
an~ attacked the east section or the perimeter on 15 llarch, and succeeded 
in afrsctin8 a alight penetration. A tank supported counter- attack rastorec:l 
our positions. On 14 )larch, our casualties amounted to 14 Jdlled, 83 wounded. 

At 9:05 a .m., 15 llarcb, 10 dive bombers started two fires on JALUIT, with 
4t tone of bombs. lle11ger but accurate antiaircraft fire damaged one plana. 

At 9:40 a .m. , 15 llarcb, l2 llitchella releand 10 tone o! bombs on \'IOTJE. 
Hita were acored on the barracks and radio atation. Antiaircraft fire waa 
moderate. 

At 9:57 a .m. , 16 llarch, a raconnaiaaanc:e plane bombed PINGE:LAP with lt 
tone or bombs. Results ftre not raportec:l . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTERS OP T UB C0MMA:-IDBK I N CUIKf' 

NAVY DEPARn1&NT, WASHit-:GTOS, D. C. 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PJICil'ID (Cont'd.) 

9 a .m. 16 Wareh 1944. 

On 1.4 llarch, a reconnaissllDCe plane bombed and strafed a beached enemy 
freighter on LELE ISLAND, KUSAIE. Another reconnaissance plane bombed in­
stallations on OROLUK and strafed a benched wooden vessel. 

I'PTJE was hit with 4! tons of bombs, released by 4 Hellcats, at 10 :30 
a.m. , 14 l!areh. 

At 12:15 a.m. , 1.4 lolarcb, 7 Ventures hit IIIU.E with 12 tons. Later, that 
atternoon, 18 W.tobells dropped 12! tons. 

On 14 March, 15 Liberators attacked PONAPE with 22 t ons of bombs. Anti­
aircraft fire encountered was meager . On the same da.y, 2 Liberator s b001bed 
KUSAIE with J tons and encountered meager antiaircraft tire. 

At 2:19 p .m., 1.4 Varch, a reconnaissance plane shot down an enemy medium 
banber, 270 miles northeast of TRUK. Fi ve survivors were observed and two 
of these were killed by strafing. 

On 1.4 l!arch, a reconnaissance plane bombed snd strafed the air fiel d area 
on PONAPE. A nU!Ilber of fires started. 

During the night of 14-1'5 March, motor torpedo boats strafed POROPORO, 
CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND. 

Between 1:30 a.m., and 2:30a.m., 16 Wareh, 11 Liberators, operating 
from Kii'AJ ALEIN, bombed TRUK. ll.any fires were etarted. Intense antiaircratt 
fire from ships and ashore was encountered. 

Eleven other Liberatore, operating from Kii'AJALEI N, unable to reach TRUK, 
due to weather, bombed PONAPE and ORDLUK. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HEADQUARTI U Of' Tltl COtotMANDE:R 1S' CHIEF 

NAVY DU ARTMIH'T. WAtHISCTO"', D C. 

9 a .m. 16 Yarch 1944. 

SOUTH AND Cl!Nl'RAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,) 

During the art.rnoon of 12 l£areh and the 1110rning of 13 llarch, 131 dive 
bombers and 95 torpedo bombers attacked enetey gun poeitions northeast and 
eaat of the TOROKINA perimeter , 

During the night of 12-13 llerch, recoMeiuance pl anes attacked KAVIENO 
and NAIIATANAI, NE\'/ IRELAND. Catalinaa attacked AITARA, aouthweat IDUOAIN­
VILIE ISLAND, and hit a bridge at north LULU AI POINT, southeast OOUOAINVIU.E 
ISLAND. &lemy radar in5tallationa, at CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW Irul.AND, were also 
boa:bed and a sail boat aunk at SIPOSAI, CHOISEUL BAY, CKliSEUL ISLAND. 

On the morniilg of 13 llarch, Coraeirs 5trated the TOBERA, t..1E'.V BRITAIN, 
revetments . Liberators and !Jitchells attacked RABAUL and started a n~.~~~tber 

ot tires. One Liberator attacked KIHILI, another bc:Itbed BONIS, north B)UG­
GADIV!l.U ISLAND. Antiaircraft f ire eli&ht1y damaged 4 Liberators and 3 
llitchells. In these ope.rationa no an~ aircraft were encountered. 

On 13 Karch, fires were started by 2 Liberators among bui.ldinga at north 
la:lNOITU RIDGE, southwest JniGADIVILU: ISLAND. !'our Airacobraa attacked the 
IL4I.! AG3T A Area. 

During 13 llarch, Ligntnings , Airacobro..s and Warhawlca tnmbed t he supply 
o.rea at VUNAPOPE, NEI7 BRITAIN, destroyed ttuoee buildings and started fires. 
Four Lightnings attacked SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were not reported , 

In the TOROKINA eector, OOOOAINVIUE ISLAND, Japanese shelling decreased 
con aider ably on 13 !.!arch. A patrol of the 132nd Infantry, engaged an enemy 
patrol and killed three Japanese. Six hu.ndred and fifteen dead Japanese 
ban been found northeast of the perimeter, Prisoners revealed that the 2nd 
and Jrd Battalions of the Jao>aneae infantry have been wiped out. 

Our linea have been completely reestabllah..t. Three hundred Jao>aneae dead 
•re counted on the wire aurrounding our per~ter and ineide of our pod ­
tion.e. An eetimated total of 1173 e~~e~~~T dead does not include JapaneM ldlled 
beyond visual range. On 13 llarcb, our caaualtiu aaount.-1 to 37 kill.-1, 146 
110unded. 

On the early 1110rning of 14 llarch, a ni&bt flying Ventura ebot down one 
•nMY float plane over the TOROKINJ. air etrip, BOOOAINVILIB I SLAND. 

J.t 5•00 a.m. , l4 llarcb, 4 Venturaa and 1 Liberator dropped eix tone of 
boab1 on J ALUIT. lloderate antiaircraft fire was encountered. 
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SOtmi AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd. ) 

9 a.m. 15 Karch 19 

planes engaged 6 en11111y fighters over TOBERA, shot do>m three, plus one 
probable. One Coreair received light damage from antiaircraft fire . 

About noon o! tho same da.y, Lightnings, Airacobras and Wa.rhawks 
heavily bombed. RABAUL TO',VN. A number o! !ires were started. One ilia­
cobra is ndas.ing and one other plane r eturned damaged. 

On 12 llareh, in an afternoon sweep o! t he RABAUL Area, Coreaira de­
etroyed one o! five grounded en~~~~~;y fighters at LAKUNAI, NE:f BRITAIN. 
One Corsair was forced down by antiaircraft !ire, southeast of CAPE ST. 
GEOilGE. 

Throughout 12 Yarch, Corsairs strafed plantationo in tho vicinity of 
TINPUTS, northeast OOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, en~~~~~;y barges near OONIS and gun 
positions on SHORTLAIID ISLA.'ill. Dive and torpedo bombers struck at gun 
positions weot of t he SAUA RIVER, and northeast of the TOROKIIIA peri.lteter, 
OOUGAINVIIJB ISUND. BALLALB ISLAND installations were attacked by 3 Von-
tura.s • 

.,:::' From 3:00 p.lll., 12 llareh to 3:00p.m., 13 lolarch, our ground forces 
repulsed an attack north o! the TCROKII'lA perimeter, 'IIBst BOUOAINVIUE 
ISLAND . Tho enemy lett 109 dead. Our cuual.tioa amounted t o throe men 
ol.i8hUy 'IIQundod. 

Our original li.nos were roatorod in the northeast asctor of tho 
perinletar, after three counter-attacks with tanka. One hundred Jap~~nese 
were killed. ll.any of the en~~~~~;y were killed during mopping up operations 
in the east aector ot the perimeter. 

'nle intermittent shelling of the PIVA air otrip on 12 ll.areh, caused 
aom. d~~~~~age to our installat.iona. However, the Japaneoe artillery !ire 
docroaaod as a reault of air and aur!ace bocbardl:lent. Our casualties !or 
12 ll.areh, 35 killed, 213 wounded and 20 ndeaing in action. 
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s:JUTH AND CDITRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d, ) 

On 13 llareh, a reconnaissance plane s t arted a number of firee on 
OROWK, CAROID'E I SLANDS. Another reconnaissance plane encountered t "" 
enemy fighters, 30 miles northwest of PONAfE, and probabl y shot down one 
and damaged t he other. A reconnaissance plane started fires on PINGELAP, 
CAROLTIJE ISLANDS, 

At 10:32 a.Jil., 13 !.larch, 10 dive bolllbers dropped four and a half 
tons on TAROA. Later, 3 Liberators added six more tons . An ammunition 
dump waa exploded and hits were scored on antiaircraft positions . Two 
planes returned damaged. 

The WOTJE barracks area, radio s t ati on and a blockhouse ""re bombed 
with 6 tons by 3 Liberators at ll a . m., 13 March. Antiaircraft fire was 
meager, 

At ll:04 a.m., 13 llareh, a Liberator dropped t wo tons of bombs on 
JULIE, Results were not reported, 

At 2:50 p.m., 13 l!arch, 3 l.litchelle released 3 tons of bombs on KUSAIE. 
A number of fires started, 

JAWIT antiaircraft positions were hit with 12 tons, released by l2 
llitchells, during t he afternoon of 13 l.!arch. Antiaircraft fire was intense . 

Durins the night of 11-12 llarch, a reconnaissance plane bombed KAVIENG 
and NAMATANAI, tlE'II IRELAND . Catalinas attacked boac had barges on the south­
west coast of OOUGAINVILLE I SLAND, and other barges north o! ADLER BAY, tJE';/ 
IRITAIN. Gun positions at CAPE NARUIL, southeast NE\7 IRELAND, were also at­
tacked, A Liberator harassed RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN. 

During the mornins of l2 llarch, Liberators and l.litehells started fires 
and explosions in north SIILPSON HARBOR, NEVI BRITAIN. One .llitehell and 
six Liberators were d~m~aged by antiaircraft fire. At about t he same time, 
tliO llitchells struck enemy installations on BUKA ISLAND. No enemy planes 
intercepted any of t .heee attacks, although ten fighters were observed taking 
to the air at TOBERA, NE;'I BRITAIN. 

On 12 illll'ch, 8 Corsairs encountered seven enemy fighters over ATUKLIKUN 
BAY, NE'Ii BRITAIN, and shot dow one . later, 8 ot her Corsairs attacked and 
set on fire two small en~ vessels (about l OD-feet), and a small tug . These 
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9 a. m. 14 !.larch 1944. 

On 11 lla.rcn, our troops reconnoi tered LIB IS!.AND, south of KI'IAJAU:IN. 
No Japanese were found. Our flog waa raised over the area. On UJE ISLAI\'!l, 
six arced Japanese were cornered by llarines . Five of the enency- committed 
auicido, one lias v.·ounded and. captured. 

On 11 L!arch, a reconnaissance plane bombed PINGELAP, CAROLINE I SLAI!DS, 
and destroyed an unidentifi ed tower. 

According to a communique released by CI NCP AC, Li berator bombers and 
oeareh Liberator s of Fleet Air l'ling '1\10, attacked '.VAKE ISLAND on the after­
noon of 1111arch, (west l ongitude date). About 50 t ons of bombs wore dropped . 

NAURU ISLAI'ID was also attacked by a small force of Arrrrf Liberators on 
11 llarch (west longi tude date). 

No fighter interception on any of t hese attacks was encountered. All 
our planes returned. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H£AOOUART&ItS OF T HE CO!>JMANDER I~' Cllltf' 

NAvY 08PAJ~TM£:00T, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

4 p.m. 13 March 1944. 

A reconnaiosance plane bombed KAVIENG, NEW IR!i:LAND, during the night 
of 10-11 llarch. Thie plare was ineffecti vely attacked by one medium enemy 
bomber . Another reconnaissance plane attacked NAI.!ATANAI, NEW IRELAND, while 
Catalinaa bombed MOTUPENA POINT, OOUGAINVIll.E ISlAND and HANPAN VILLAGE, 
northeaet BUKA ISLAIID. 

Duri ns 11 lo!arch, fighter planes atrafed small enemy craft, aouth of 
lill!AVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and attacked the radar installation at ADlER BAY, 
NE'II BRITAIN. An unreported number of 1/arhawks attacked VUNAPOPE, N&\' BRI­
TAIN. Dur ing the evening of 11 March, 6 torpedo planes attacked barges south 
of KERAVIA BAY, NEVI BRITAIN, and scored hits on four. Antiaircraft fire 
damaged one plane. 

On 11 llarch, an unreported number of !.litchells bombed RABAUL TO'!IN, NEW 
BRITAIN, scored bits on t he pier and damaged two barges. Antiaircraft fire 
damaged five of the Wltche11s. Liberators attacked the east side of RABAUL 
TOi'IN, started fires and explosions. Two of the Liberators were damaged by 
antiaircraft fire. On the aame day, the KIETA supply area was bombed by a 
Liberator lllld another bombed KIHILI, OOUGAINVIILE ISLAND. 

On ll llarcb, 160 dive and torpedo bombers attacked enemy gun poaiti ona 
north IIOd northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter, "sst BOUGAINVILU!: I SLAm. 
A number of explosions were observed. On the same day, four Liberators 
started a fire north of IIONOITU YISSION and ~larhawka b<mbed I!OSIGETTA. 

During the night 11-1.2 Warcb, JIIOtor torpedo boats shot down one enemy 
obeervation type plane, east of CAPE ST. GEORGE, NE\V L'\ELANO. Other motor 
torpedo boats, 'ldlile etrafins beachedenemy barges, north of PURIATA, south­
wst BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were ineffectively attacked by an enemy observati o.n 
plane. EnelllY shore batterie e shelled our motor torpedo boats without damage 
in the vicinity of the RENI RIVER, IDUGAINVILIE ISLAND. 

I Ellem;y artillery scored a number of hits on the PIV A air strips, west 
IDUGAINVILIE ISlAND, duriiJ8 11 Karch, and slightly dlllll8ged one Catalina. 
Between 3:00 p,Jil., ll Karch, and 3:00p.m., 12. Karch, our troops at TOROKINA, 

)
destroyed enemy pillboxes within our linee and killed 349 J apllllese . Three 
major attacks, which developed east of the perimeter, were repelled but the 

/ 
enemy succeeded in effecting a alight penetration. It is estimated that over 
1,000 Japanese have been killed within the last three days. Our casualties 
tor 11 llarch, anount to 22 killed and 187 wounded, 
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d . ) 

Catalina destroyed 5 enemy barges and one unidentified cra.ft east of CAPE 
ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND . The torpedo boats encountered ineffectual machine 
gun f ire from the barges and the beach . One motor torpedo boo.t sustained 
alight damage due to str&fing by an enemy float pl ane . 

During tbe period J:OO p.m., 10 l!arcb and J:OO p.m., llllarch, a con­
centration of about 250 Japanese ""re contacted by the 182nd Infantry, east 
of the TOROKINA perimeter. Intensive fighting ensued ~~th action still con­
tinuing. 

Earl :r on the morning of 11 l.!arch, the 145th Infantry repulsed an attack 
in force and restored our lines by counterattack. l.!any Japanese were killed 
in tbis action. Our casualties, on 10 l!arcb, amounted to 14 killed and 118 
W'Ounded. Our counter-battery fire is continuing with reported good effects. 

Enemy positions, east of the TOROKINA perimeter, were bombed b:r llit­
cbells dive and torpedo bombers. Antiaircraft positions along the SAOA RIVER 
were silenced. 

On the early morning of 12 llarcb, enemy barges unload.ing at MOLl POINT, 
ten miles southeast or CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, were shelled by two of 
our destroyers . 
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NAVY DE.PARTMPJ<o'T. WASHLI\CTON. D. C. 

9 a.m. 13 lia.rch 1944. 
1 ro~ <:. &)UTH AND C!!:!!TRAL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 d.) 

A detachment of the 22nd lia.rinea occupied \'.OTHO ATOLL. No ene.,_,. 
resistance was encountered. A Japanese crew from a crashed medium bcrnber 
committed suicide when the Yarines closed in. The natives welcomed the 
government of the United States, 

At 6:46 a.m. , ll l.larch, a J.!itchell dropped one ton on MILlE. No 
antiaircraft fire was encountered. Later, at 12140 p .m., lJ. l.larch, 7 
Dauntless and 8 11arhawks dropped eight tons of bombs on l.liU.E. Antiair­
craft fire was intense , 

Four and a half tons were dropped on EUIDJ by ten Dauntless at 11:15 
a .m. , 11 Yarch, Antiaircraft fire was •aeager. 

I'OTJE runway and pier were hit with six tons, released by 9 Mitchells, 
during the morning of 11 March. 

At 7:30p.m. , lllo!arch, 6 Ventures dropped seven tons on TAROA. A 
number of explosions were observed. Antiaircraft fire encountered was mod­
erate. 

Lightnings and Warhawks attacked the wharf area in sna>&:>N HARBOR, 
NE'II BRI TAIN, during the afternoon of 9 Yarch. During the night, reconnais­
sance planes bombed KAVIENG and NAIJATANAI, NE\7 IRELAND. Reconnaissance 
pl anes also attacked BORPOP and CAPE NARIJJ.!, eoutheast t!EW IRELAND. A number 
of barges, south of CAPE GAZEllE, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked and damaged. 
On the same night a number of fires were started at RAPOPO, KERAVIAT, RABAUL, 
NEIV BRITAIN, by a Liberator. 

During the morning of 10 !.!arch, 2 Warbawks attacked the VUNAPOPE supply 
area, NEI'I BRITAIN, and apparently started a number of fires . Later, Airaco­
bras attacked the area and observed six fires. On the same day, a Liberator 
started a number of fb-es in RABAUL TO\Ill and scored a hit on the seaplane 
base on the east side of the harbor. Five planes returned slightly damaged 
by antiaircr.aft fi.re . 

On 10 !.!arch, two of our bombers were attacked and damaged by two ene.,_,. 
fighters, south of RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN. Corsairs strafed ene"'-Y installations 
along t he northeaet coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND and KEPI A PLANTATION, SHORT­
LAND ISLAND. 

At 7:45 p.m. , 10 Yarch, a submari.ne was apparently successfully attacked 
ott CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, by one of our destroyers. Debris waa brough 
to the eurfaee . 

Duri.ng t he night of 1o-11 !.!arch, motor torpedo boats assisted by a 
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9 a.m. 12 Uarch 1944. 

At 11:20 a.m., 10 lhrcb, 15 Liberators dropped 22~ tons of bombs on 
PONAPE. Three f i res and two explosions were obeerved. The antiaircraft 
battery was silenced. All our planes returned without damage . 

Three Liberators dropped 4k tons on KIJSAIE at 11:00 a.m., 10 l!arcb. 
Hits were scored on the wharf area and a number of small shipe. 

At. 11: 55 a .m., 10 March , 5 .Mitchells dropped 9 tons on TARO A. Results 
were not reported, Two of the bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire. 

•:mJE was hit by 5~ tons, released by 5 Venturae, at 6 :50 p .m. , 10 March. 
Antiaircraft fire was meagre and all of t he planes returned without damage , 

At 9:10 a .m. , 10 March, 10 Dauntless with 5 tons of bombs started t~ 
large tires on J ALUIT. All our planes r eturned without da.'tlage . 
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SOI71'l! AND cmiTl!iJ. PACIFIC (Cent ' d, ) 

In elilldn&ting the en-.r penetration• ot our poaiticn• at the TOROKINA 
periJoetlr 011 9 Warc.h, 0111' e&oua.lti•• a.IIOW'Ited to 20 ld.lled and 1)6 wounded . 
&lii\T e&a\l&ltill .,..,.. ccneiderab1e, 
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4 p.m. ll !larch 1944. 

SOUTH AND C.EN T!!AL PACIFIC (Cant I d I ) 

A Liberator haraaeed the RADAUL AREA, NDII B!UTAlN, during the night of 
8-9 llarcll . en the a1111e night, reconnaiuance planes ettacked tbe KAVUliG, 
HEW IRELAND, runny and tui etrip. 

During the attamoon of 9 lil&rcb, an unreported n\llllber of Liberator a 
and liitc:hella, without eec:ort, attacked tbe north dock area in SDO'SON !!ARBOR, 
HEW BRITADI. NIIIMiroue tiree were atarted in the tue1 and atoraee areas and 
lUllJ' building• auatained damage. Hite .. re also scored en the VUNAXA.NAU and 
RAPOPO airetripe, and on revetments at TOBERA. Antiaircraft tire damaged 
one ILitcbell. During the c~aT, ather Liberatore bombed the enea,y radar installa­
tion on CAPE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELIJID, 

On 9 llareh, Japanese gun positions around the TCROKINA perimeter, west 
BOUGAINVILLE ISLOO, were attacked b.r 117 dive and torpedo bombers. One dive 

bomber na destro,red over the SAUA RIVER Area . 

During the night ot 9-10 lla.rch, motor torpedo boats destroyed an 80811\Y 

barge ott FZ2H ISLAND, east of NEI'f IRElAND. During the ..,.., night, an en-.y 
abore bette..,. at ICOTUJ'EIIA, Boo:iAlNVlu.E ISLAM>, shelling our mot or torpedo 
boata, was ailencad b.r a destroyer. 

At 5 p.m. 9 W&reh, 4 torpedo bombera attacked 15 enemy barges or schooners 
near KERAVIA, NE':'I BRITAIN, and of theee aank 3 and d.amaged 2. 

At 2125 p.a. l O ICarcb, a wtaar:l.na chaser (SC 700) caught tire at VEIJ.A 
U.VELU. and •• deatroyed. A tual oil barge (YO 44) alao c:auabt. tire, but 
the daage hea not bean determined, One dead, 7 &iaaing and 10 injured bave 
bean reported. 

On 10 W&rch, a raconnd.aaanca plana 'boU>ad and atrated the aaaplane area 
on GRmll'II CH lSLAND • 

During the attemoon of 10 lll&rch, 2 deatroyera bomberded Japaneaa positiont 
eaat ot the TalOKINA peraetar, BOUOIDVII,U: ISI.AND. 

At 7•40 a.a. lllll&rcb, 2 wrtaced tnetQ' wt.arinea, north of TAIOF ISI..AND, 
wat JU.TCHIN BAT, .. ra etrated b,r 4 !J.ibtera with undatlendned rei'Ulta . 

Tllrou&bOQt 9 W&rcb and tbe night ot 9-10 lil&rch, ene117 artUl.&Z7 continued t 
aporadicall.r ahell tbe PIVA AREA, ~LLB ISLAND. Two hita .. re scored 
on the run....,a and two torpedo bcabera eligbtl.r .S..aged. One enlisted an -• 
liOUDdad. Ten additional bite wra acored on tba runara during tba a>orning ot 
10 W&rch , Tbe n~na,ra bava been repaired. 
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SOOTK AND C!l!TRAL PACIFIC (Coat 1d,) 

tire, waa torced ~ ott CAPE ST. GroRGE, NEW IRELAND, but the crew wae 
recovered, 

At 2: 30 p.m. 9 ltarch, a reconnaissan~ plane atrated and exploded a 
amall en__, 8UXil.iar,r 35 m.Uas south ot GREENWICH ISLAND. Later, thia 
plane attacked and set on tire a amall freie,jltar at GRBJ;NWICH ISLA>'ID . 

ctl llltarch, Japaneaa artillar:r ahe11ed the PIVA &irtield, OOUGADI­
VILLE ISilND, deatro:red 1 Liberator, 3 Coraaire and damagad 11 Core&ira, 
which are repairable. The eoemr continued ahe11fn& during the night ot 
~ March, dastro:red 1 torpedo boJzi)er and dllllaged 2 1110re. During theae 
boalb&rdmalte, 1 enl.il!t ed I1UIIl was killad and 25 wounded, The ene.ll\1 artilla: 
poaitiona have been located and attacked br aircraft with good ettecte. 
Deatro:rera bombarded eniii!T poaitions with good rewlts. 

~ llinor patrol contacts were reported around the perimeter oc the 
v night at 8-9 Karch, The Japanese launched an attack to the right sector 
'Y. ot the 37th Division, and attected a slie,jlt penetration, which was I!Ub­
\0 sequentl.J' reduced and our linea re-eetablished. During the period frOID 

3 p .m. 8 llarch to 3 P••• 9 March, oYer 100 ot the an811J' were ldlled with 
a loae to our troops ot 5 killed and 93 wounded, 

The aul:aarine ROBALO returned troll patrol and reported damagfn& l 
treie,llter ot 6,182 tone. 
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9 • ·"'• u ll&rcn 1944. 

SO!JT!! AliD Cl!liTR.U. PACJllC (Cent 1 cl , ) 

1M !ollowtnc &4d.itianal. cletailo haft b..o receiftd 1n coMoctiem 
with the EN:rt!St'OE A'I'OU. boolbiq "" 'LIIarch: About 8 --.r M<liiD bo.boro 
clroppe<l appi'Gllillt.tolr 24 SOG-poao4 60.bo, which ldllad 1 ott1cor, oor1-
lT -·ry!ecl 2 &Del 6 clloto<i un. lJ .Uiotod Mn wro IIIO<Ierotolr -.ndo<t. 
A considerable •ount of otores and ..U caliber ......Uticm wro doetrqr­
o<i 1n &clditica to 600 drUiu o! oil product• and 4 d1ot1ll&t1ca \Illite , 
AlthoUih ,._ groundo<i aircraft ouatoined daD&&•, the airfield wae not 
duoago<i, 

At 12:16 p.a. 9 llarcb, the dock area tn4 1netallat1ona near the a1r­
!io1d ca PaO.!'!t wro hit with 10 tone o! bomba dropped by 7 Libert tore . 
lloclorato anti aircraft tire damaged 1 bCIGber. 

At l :20 p.a. 9 ll&rch, 10 Oaunt1eaa dropped 4~ tone ca JIJJJIT 1not&ll&­
ticaa. Antiaircraft tiro wao weak. Ql the ece cloT, 9 llitcbelle releaeo<i 
8 tone en 'I!OrJE NII""T' an4 1natallationa. llo onti&ircraft !ire na encounter 
o<t. 

Ql 9 llarch, 4 LiboratOl'e dropped 6 tone en KUSAIB. Reeulte wro not 
roporto<t. No antiaircraft tiro wao encountered.. 

At 6:25 p.m. 9 lla.rch, 4 Venturu droppo<t 5 tons on TA!IOA. No antiair­
craft tire •• oncounhrod.. lluriD& the d.a.y, IIILL8 na hit by 9 Oountl.,, 
&Del 6 liarhallko with 8i tone . lloclerate antioircratt tiro da&£0d 1 <lin 
bomber. 

~luriD& tile ft1&bt ot 7-8 llarcn, Catollnu etrated "'"'"'IY berao• n.orth 
ot the l'URIATA RIV!a and attocloocl pillbox.• and. &liD poeitiono en the oautb­
wat ooaot ot BOUClAIIIVll.U! lSLA!ID. Recaan&ioaanoo pl.anu abo att acked tile 
radar inotallaticn on CAPE ST. GEa!GE and. a &I'll poeit.ien ca I'OPQWIG ISLAND. 

Ql 8 llarcb, <lin bcllbero and. torpedo bomber• attacked •DU¥ &rtillo17 
pooitiono northeaet ot the TalOKIIIA peri.Mtor, BOUGAINVIU.E ISUNO. 1M 

bi'f<N&o area aaot ot tile SAUA RIVER and. poeitiono near 'I'Cf!OJCIJU, REIHl end. 
JABS. RIVl!BS wro attaoloocl by llsht ball> era. 1M BUKA runwa,r OD4 raftt.olllnte 
..... bo.bed. by 9 L1&htft1nc•. 

Durin& the -..inc ot 8 llarcb, ~ Liberatore, llitbout eacort, boeobo4 
tho wbart ,.... 1n SIIIPSClll IWIBCII, Rill BRITADI. A n\Dber ot tir .. ot&rto<l. 
6 ot tbo Liberatore ,..... daapd by mti&ircra!t tiro. Later that cloT, 
46 llarh&wka &Del an lllli'Opartacl nualber ot Air&cotlru &&&in attacked thie area 
an4 atorted. &d4it10Ml tiroa. 1 plana returned eligbtlT clam&&•d. by anti­
aircraft tiro. Later that aftemoon, 2 Liberatore &pin attacked. md. e&~Wo<i 
a la.rse axploaioo, 1 ot tho Liboratore,poeeibly d.aaagad. b7 antiaircraft 
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COMINCH YILB ~ ~ 

~~5f.'~T 
~· · :' 

UNI TED STATES F LE ET 
HKADQUARTERS 011 1'H£ COMMAND&R I N CHlRF 

9 a .m. 10 Uarch 1944, 

} ' SOU'IIl AND CENTRAL PACIFI C (Cont 'd,) 

Several groups of en81l\Y planes attacked ENI\'lETOK ATOLL, beginning 
3:10 a .m., 9 .l.!arch. No damage was sustained on ENT.'IETOK I SLAND . L\any 
explosions and a large fire were started on ENGEBI I SLAND. Further 
details are not available at this time. 

At 3 :15 p.m., 8 llarch , a reconnaissance plane shot do1m a medium 
ene~ bomber 215 miles northeast of PONAPE ISLAND. Another reconnaissance 
plane dropped a half ton of bombs on ene~ installations at ROIJGELAP . 
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COiollNCH ttL£ .... ~ 

SE~T 
S ;,~ ~ E T 

~-v•"* 
SOU'n! A!ID CENTRAL PAClPIC (Cont 'd.) 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&ADOUA..RT£Xs Of THit COMWANDIR IN CHIEF 

4 p.m. 9 l.tarch 1944. 

During tho night of 6- 7 l.larch, a Liberator harassed RABAl/L, IIE'i'l 
I!RITAIN, and a Catalina bombed and stra!od buildings near NAIIAl'ANAI, 
NE''I IRELAND, and I.ruAI:I.!AlJU I.IISSION, northwest BUKA ISLAND. 

During the morning of 7 ll:arch, dive bombers and torpedo bombers 
attacked RALUAIJA, I:E./ I!RITAIN. Hits ""ro scored on antiaircraft gun 
positions and a freighter possibly sunk eouth ot ILA'l'UPI. A number ot 
buildings in the vicinity ot tho air strip wro damaged and tour planes 
set on tiro in the north""st revetments. A mediUIII bomber wee damaged 
and a noat plane destroyed , One dive bomber and four torpedo bombers 
"Were damaged by antiaircraft fire , 

The dispersal area at TOBERA, NE\1 BRITAIN, was bombed by an unre­
ported number ot W.t chells on 7 !.!arch. A number of firos started, Two 
Mitchells were demaged by antiaircraft f ire , 

During the a!ternoon of 7 l.tarch, an unidentified location, apparently 
in the vicinity ot RABAUI., NZ.7 BRITAIN, wee attacked by Liberators. A 
llUID'ber of fires started. Airacobras boobed RABAUL ro;m, !:E':I BRITAIN, and 
Corsairs strafed en~ barges off north llEW B."liTAIN. 

At 5:07 p,m, , 7 llarch, three torpedo bom~M~rs attacked tive small enemy 
vessels in the vicinity of lo!ALANGUNAN, SJJ.IPSON HARBOR, NE\'1 B.liTAIN. One 
vessel was aunk and another left in a sinking condition, 

During 7 .llarch, Airacobras bombed en~ supply area south of the J ABA 
RIVER and started a n~r of fires. During tho same day, two Liberators 
attacked liD NO I Til IIISSION, En~ concentrations at llMAi!EKA, along the 
SAIJA RIVER and REIHl iUVU!, were attacked by an unreported number of planes. 
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UNITED STATES FL EET 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANOEK IN CUIUI' 

NAVY 0£PARTMP.NT. WASHINGTON, D. C, 

9 a.m. 9 !larch 1944. 

OOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1d,) 

On 7 llarch, at 7:48 a.111., a Liberator bo:nbed MILLE and started a 
SCl&ll !ire in t he installations. This attack was followed at 9:30 a.m., 
by 8 Arnly Dauntless planes and 8 7/arhawke. Thi s fligilt bit t he runway 
and stores area, Snall craft was also strafed. The antiaircraft fire 
was meager and inaccurate. 

Between a:33 a,m,, and 12:33 p.m. , on the mor ning of 7 llarch , the 
runway at III)TJE was bombed by 9 l.!itchells. No antiaircraft fire was re­
ceived. 

During 7 !.larch, 18 Dauntless pl anes and ll Hellcats started several 
fires at JALUIT. One Hellcat and 5 Dauntless planes were sligiltly d&lll&ged 
by t he moderate but accurate antiaircraft fire. 

On 7 !.larch, at 6:20 p .m. , 4 Venturas deposited bombs on TJ1ROA . The 
antiaircraft fire was moderate but inaccurate. 

From 7 :20a.m., to 1:00 p .m., a March, 16 Uitchells bombed the TAOOA 
runways and antiaircraft installations, starting two fires. They also 
shelled small nearby islands, The antiaircraft !ire was moderate . Three 
of our planes were damaged. 

Again, at 7:00 p .m., 8 J.!areh, our attack on TAOOA was renewed, this tillle 
by 2 Venturas. No antiaircraft fire was received , 

At 11:30 a,m,, a l.!arch, 10 Liberators hit EI.!IOJ, JALUIT ATOLL. '!'be 
flight was greeted by intense antiaircraft fire. One plane wae damaged, 

During a llarch, l Liberator hit KUSAlE. 

At 9:30 a .m., a llarch, 10 Dauntless dive bombers blasted El!IDJ, JALUIT 
ATOLl. The antiaircraft fire was weak. 

J.!lLlE was bombed by 16 Warhawka at 6:50 a.m. , 8 llarch . The antiaircraft 
fire was intense, 

In the afternoon o! a ~arch, at 4:00 p .m., 4 Hellcats strafed 5 wooden 
launches in IIILlE ATOLL. The antiaircraft fire was moderate. One of our 
pilot s was killed when his plane crashed over the target area . 

Early in the evening of a llarch, at 7:00 p.m., 6 Venturas blasted the 
runways and barracks at I~TJE. The antiaircraft fire was meager. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTDS 01' T it!. COMWASOI!k IN CIU!!P 

!"AVY DBPARTMf..!'T. WAS1USCTO:-!. D. C, 

4 p.m. 8 Uarch 1944. 

During the night of 5-6 !.!arch, a lone Liber ator, ;mile ban:bing RABAUL, 
wa$ attaeko<l by enemy night Iiahters but incurred no da'llage. 

During the same night, patrol plan•• bombed the perimeter at TOROKl~iA, 
Md other t argets ot opportwll.ty. They also bombed IIALAHIJNA POINT, in t he 
northwest SHORTI A!Jl Area. 

Airacobras, during t he morning of 6 !.!arch , damaged six bargeo in ATA­
LIKLIKIJ!.! BAY, northern NE:I BRITAIN. They also smoked out a barge •outh of 
WATOU ISUNO, ~S.7 BRITAIN. 

During the afternoon of 6 llareh1 Dauntle ss dive boe~bers md .;vcngers 
bombed the airdrane at Li\K\,1MI, RABAUL . Although the overcast was heavy over 
the target, SOllie hits created a largo emount of omoke northeast of L!A'I\JPI , 
One Avenger w(ls holed by antiaircraft fire . The fighter coverage for this 
night encountered no air opposition. Ho~<ever, thoy strafed and sunk a loaded 
barge south of :;ATCI" ISLAI\'D one! set on fire a 81llall boat oft PUT PUT. 

The TOlERA airfield at RABAUL w11s hi t during 6 !Iorch by :U. J!itchell 
medium bombers. Six fire$ \;'ero st arted, of ,,·hieh, throo wer~ believed to be 
burning pl anes in the revetr.>ents . Above t he RAPOPO revetments, 10 to l2 enemy 
t ight.er planes were seon . One Corsair took on seven si ngle-seated enemy fight erf 
abovo the RAPOPO landing field and successfull y outran three pursuinB fight ers. 
Sarges in KERAVI A BAY were attacked by the other Corsoirs. 

On 6 Uorch, at l:ll p .m. , 21 Liberator s hit t he dispersal area and revet­
mont• at KAVJE!lO , 10.:1 IllELAtiO . A 2()0-!oot pier was set on fire, t1:0 bdldings 
were destrO'ftci and the run\'lay left unserviceable . 

During 6 March, l ight bomber s and fighters bombed and s t r afed I:CNOITU 
USSIOI: 4lld the l!IBl RIVER Area . Targets east of the SAIJA :Uvr:R l.iOUTH and 
others neor RB.llli RIVZ.'Il and SO!tAXEN ?LANTATIOH, in north·.te st OOOOA!NVllJ..B., were 
also attacked. 

During 6 l!orch, patrol planes bombed barges at ATALIKLIKIJ!.! HARBlR, NE'."I 
BRITAIN, and the ADLER BAY radar. 

During the morning o! 7 !.:arch, Jap poeit i ons east o! TOROKI!:A RIVE:t, 
BO'JGAIIIVILLE, ""ro bombed by SLUE destroyers. 

BOUGAII1VILLE C:ROOND SITUATIOll 

A pre.llminary report indica teo that t he Jap '• artillery co""'oneed to shell 
the PIVA Area, EIOUGATh'VILLE, on 8 l.lnreh, at 0445 a.m . Sixteen of our planes 
..,re d&n'.aged and six men il\juro<l. OUr artillery retu m o<l t he fire and silenced 
some o! the enemy'• posi tions. I t would appear t hat a gonoral ground attack is 
developing. 
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UNIT EO STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAJtTIU OP T11' CO>.lMANDitM IJ4 CIIIJt' 

t<AVY DI.PAJITMPIT. WAS!rn.'OTON. D C 

9 a .... 8 l!&rch 1944. 

SOUTH AA"D C!!NTI!AL PACI?'IC (Cont'd , ) 

On 5 llareh, o patrol plan. bolllbod a !lUll ohip in POIIAPE HAROOR. 

Raeomldsoonee planes dropped boobs on ',/AI.E IS!.AIID, on 5 l!tl.rch. 

'!he $\lbco.>rine HOE, returning trOA a war patrol in the southwest PIUlHic, 
report a tho following: 

16 January - during the nl&ht sunk 3 enc.r treighters of a 
seven-ship .. corted convoy, south of DAVXJ a:LP, 
PHILIPPI!lE I SL/JJJS . 

25 February - south or DAVIC GULP, sank an onOI:ly tanker and dMagod 
another ono . 

l( 
~ ~ or her cruioo indicate• th&t she sank 3 en~ freighters, one 

e~ tanker, for a total or 291 399 tons &."ld d~ed One ene::;r ti!J\ker or 
10,052 tono . 

I' 
The wbclarim PICUDA reports oinking an enemy tranoport or 10 , 000 toM 

to the northwut or TRllK, on 2 llaJ'¢h . 
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UN I TED STAT ES F I.EET 
IIIADCWARTCIS OF TlfE CO.MWANOtrk JK O IIU 

to'AVY DI!PAa-n.u;:rr. WAIIII.NCTOW, D, ~~ 

4 p,a, 7 liarch 1944. 

S!MH AICl Cl'liTJW. PACUlC (Cc& 1d , ) 

Q> 6 llarch a~ 7o 20 a.a., 18 D&uatl.oaa c1l.ft booabora o.n<l ll Hollcata 
t.a.becl DIIDJ, JAlOl'l' Atoll, The anU&irer&tt l i l'tl 1• repcr~6CI ao ~ 
Usl\t , ~. noftf'-~l.o .. , ho Hollca~a ere aiaain« ..S.tb 1 pilot l'tlport.-
6CI en a DMri>T b l and , 

A~ 7 :4D a,a, on 6 liard!, lS Warba-. hU IIIUE A~oll. 'l'ho antiair­
cr&tt til'tl wu lloclera~e . 

At 1 0 a,a, 6 l!arch, 8 llit c:holl udium boalbera dropped b""" en 1olonda 
ot t he IU.LOELU> Atoll near TJ.ROJ.. Tho run110,fo a~ I£Il.lB wre bc.bed bT t o1r 
ot t he llitc:hella, None of ~ba pl&ne a Cll thio ni&h~ w ro aubjocted to ant1-
&1rcr&tt lire, 

At 11:30 a.a, 6 l!arc:h, YIOI'.r& A~oll waa bollbed b)' S Vonturaa. The 
pl&noa onooqnt ered u.~>t to -.qer mU&irer&tt tire, 

The airfield, obopo a nd <bcl<a a t .Pai.U'E Wl'tl bc.bed by l3 1.1b.rator a 
at llo)S a.a, "" 6 Ilardi, 'I'M erea arolD1 tbe &irliold .. abal<en by a 
INc• upl o..S.cn, Tho ~nt1a1rcr&tt tiro ....., aoderato, Q> &lterna~e etril<oo, 
ho Liberator • each ~d lllLLE ond ItU&IB. 
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1lbile b~ ohcl'e batterieo to tbe mtr&nee ot S!:SAOU'a HAR.Bal, 

l 
ILANUS ISLAll), tbe dut.royer IIIOiOLS:lll wae hit b7 an on-.r 11\oll. Daaco 

wu ... ~ in the Nl&bar 2 !WI~ Rooa, where ) of bor poreconel were 

ldllacl encl 2 wcomdod. 

I! 
It io oleo reported thet Nt•q Seabooe , ashore on La> NEOROS ISUND, 

IUNUS ISUND, have ouotoined \.ho following caaualtioll l3 lclllod, 95 
>o)\mdod. 
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en Pn.a U NI TED STATES FLEET 
~ ~· R£AD0UAJt1U$ 0 " Tl:l COt.UtAJ-.'OtK I~ CIIIU sdm NAVY DIPART""-'T, WASID,CT0", D. C 

~ 4 p.a. 7 Kt.rch 1944. 
.... 

Q~ S<m!! A!ll CtliT!W. P#.CIYIC (Coat 1 d, ) 

During the night ot 4-5 Kt.rcb, a Liberator bc:Dbed RABAUL. 

DllriQS tba ••• niglt., JUcbt petrol plana a bCIIbed and atl'ated 5 
to 6 bv .. • ott tba ncrthw .. tern cout ot SUKA. Cb tbeil' retum nig)lt., 
they bc*lad POPaWfG ISLAIID, SHCBTLAND Area. 

At 8:45 a.a. 5 llarcb, Annaara bCIIbed t he two raainin& -n 
~ traigbtare in IWIDW BAI, NEll BRITAIJI, and t or ced tha ships to 
beach theJoaelna, 

At l01S8 a.lll. on 5 llard't, a .tlight ot Mitchell 11adiua bomber• etarted 
tiraa to the north ot SDIPSal I!ARBCB and in the SDIPSON I!AR.8CB .mart area, 
In tha latter place, a direct bit clau&ed the cuatou whart. Two ot our 
Mitcballe wra alig!K.lJ' dauged by antiaircraft tire. 

RABAIIL Tam and the TOBERI. ail'tield rentaonte wre bOllbad by 
Libantora and aenral tiraa wre etaned. J'botoa:rapha indicate that 
S planea were lllrned in the rent.aonte. Three ot our Liberator• .. ra 
ciaaced b)' antiaircraft tire and Oil& •• &bot. d01m. f'r011 the latter, 
) ot ita craw ot S, which p&rachu.t.ad, were picked liP by a ruCWI plana, 

BaiPOP I!ARlKR, HE'If IRELAIID, waa bollbed by a Libera tor and ll 
Lilhtnina•· Hit.e were ll&da 011 the l'\ID-.r and rentMnta, .. d a lars• 
tire •• started. 

DuriQI 5 Kt.reh, ll8 DaunUe .. d1 n bollbara and 72 Anngare bcabad 
an..., poaitiona north or KIJR.UO IUSSI<II, northweat TOROJCDU., tba biYouac 
at the wet fork ot the TaiOICliiA RIVER and the eupplJ' .. etion north ot 
tba taiOICilU. torka, 

othar IILllK plalea baabed and atrated oonectrat~a on the REINE 
RIVm, SUR PUN'l'A'l'IQI in northern IICXIOONVILL&, an:l llaiOI'lU IIRIDGS. 
4t the latter place, ~ ot our .uraeobraa •• doeed by antiaircraft tire 

Jl'owo VctlU'&a, Oil patrol, baabed and atratad) c&aOil!lagad barpa, 
whicb ware alqaide a euppl.J-ladc dock at LIILIXUN BAY. One ot the 
bvs•• aa 1NDk and another CD& latt UatiQI, 

Cb the aomiAs ot 6 Kt.rcb, -.or to~do boate trc. GIUJIH ISWID dia­
cOftl'&d and daatl'OTed 4 bvpa biddc 1111dar t he traaa at lQIIR I!ARlKR, oo 
tile ncrtb&&atem end ot AKBI'l'LB ISLIJID, liDr DUilLAIID, 
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OOMIJ<CII FIJ.& UN ITED STATES FLEET 
9 (\~ HI!AOQliARTf.RS OF Til& CO~I~fANORit IN CHIU 

sv~y· NAVY DBPARTMCrlt', WASJII~GTO!Io\ 0 . C, 

s~~ A 4 p.a. 6 ll&rdl 1944. 
<) .... 

~ SOOTH AND C!NT!We PACI!'IC {Caat 'c1,) 
" 

0\lring tbo night ot 3-4 Ilardi, - L1b<lrator bora.aoed RABAUL, NEW 
BRI'UIJI. CD 4 -, two V.,tll!'u bollbod but.a north ot EAST CAPE, NEW 
IRELAND. Intenao antiaircra.tt tiro wae oncOWitored 1n tho vioinit7 ot 
II AliA T A11AI , IIE'il lREIAIID , 

At ll a.m. 4 IL&rch, an unreported number o! dive and torpedo bo:tbera 
attacked and ocored bite en antiaircra.tt pooitiono eaet ~ RA.BAUL. Cklo 
torpedo boaber •• daaa&ed b7 antiaircratt tiro. RA.BAUL wao hit again b7 
an unreported number o! Liberatore, llitcbolla and L1ghtn1nga, Fireo nro 
ot&rtod, At about tho .... tiJDo a Liberator bombed EORPOP, Nl'l/1 lREl.AND, 
and t ., Liglltningo attacked inotallatiooo en CUKE Cl' Y<RK ISLANDS >dtb un­
repcrted re1ult1. 

CD 4 IL&rcb, an eDOIIIT liUIIch and barge were aot on tiro &!tor being 
otra.tod by 28 Coroairo 1n IIASSA!IA BAY, NEW BRITAIN. Then planes aloo 
attacked 'lfitb unreported result•, 4 amaJ.J. """"'¥ !reiEbtoro 1n I!J.NDRES BAY, 
lllilll BRITAIN. A acall freighter north o! VULCAN, 1/l!l'/ BRITAIN, waa attacked 
b7 torpedo bo.llboro 'lfitb unkn""" results. 

At 4 p.a. 4 Ilardi, torpedo bo.llbora oank 2 ot 4 l!lllall. tlleii\Y !roiEbtera 
1n IIANDRES BAY, NE71 IIUTAIN, and thon bombed tho ouppl7 area 1n north RA.BAUL, 
A light tonr co CAPE GAZEJI E """ deatro.red, ODe torpedo bomber wao dama&­
ed b7 antieiroratt tiro. 

en 4 IL&rdl' an unreported nl.Cber or deatro.rero baobardod tbo nxESSl­
JABA RIVER IJIEAS, EAST IIILHU!SS AUGUSTA BAY , R"'ul.to were not reported, 

During tho nigbt J,-5 IL&rdl, Cat&linao otr&ted J beached ODOIIIJ' barge a 
2 llil.oa ooutb ot CAPE KANPA11, nortbout BliKA ISIJJID. 

'11lrougbout 4 ll&rdl, torpedo and diYe boJobero attacked ODOli\T ccncentra­
tiono, pWboxae and bivouac areao oaot ot the SAUA RIVER, BOUGAINVI!J.E 
ISLAND, and 1n tho aen41ral area ot EAST EllmESS AUGUSTA BAY, 
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UN I TED ST ATES P l.EET 
IIIAOOUAITfU OP Ttl& CO.MMA,..I)Vk I"' CIM.t' 

l"AV'f J)JtPAMT:.tiU'n", WAI.III tr'GTOH, li C. 

9 C, r.> , 6 l.W-ch 191./o . 

SOiml A!:O CF.I:'I'R•IL f ACIF'IC (Con~'d . ) 

During ~he r.>Cm \J1il o f .) lt<ll'<:h, an wtr•ported nunber o! hoary, UV>~ 
&nd ~\C bo£bera, bocbed !tABAUl, ~:s.: B.U:':'.U:. . Due t o overcMt reatlt. a 
were ganerilly WlObserved. !!o en~ a._"lUaircr&tt. fire or pl-.nes were en­
eour.tered. 

On J ~arch, 10 L1eh~n1nga bottbed tho DUY~ runw~ and revetzente . 
~other group of S Liehtninas attacked the en~ radar installation on CAPE 
ST . CSO!lGE, tffi:/ IRS!. AND . 

During J March, JO dive bombers and torpedo plGnes attacked enemy posi­
tions east ot t he SAUA !UV!!R and the T<ROKDIA S:X:TOR, 00U(;IJ:NV1LU ISUIID . 
Four Lightnin;;s st r afed an en~ noat pl one oouthoaa~ or S!!O!\TLAIID ISLAIID, 

On J Uarch, "" unroportod llUJ:ber o f Coru.iro and other planes atLaeked 
....U cratt orr the CAZ!'Jl.Z PSID:SJI.A, 1£71 B.'UTAD/1 Md ~he south centrAl 
co"st of !3'7 El!l.Am. Ru lllto ...,,.. not r epor ted , 

t.t S:45 p.o., .) ltarch, 8 ot our tighter planeo encountered a er>OCIJ' 
fi&hters over tho area between TOBE!U and VUli AKAilAU, 1/E':I BRITAIN. One enemy 
p) &.ne waa shot down, plus one prob~ble. All our planea returned . 

On 4 l.lareh, a roconno.iaeMee plane strafed 8 •ail boats 1n t he vicinity 
ot !.'UKUORO ISLAND, C illOUtlll ISLAIIDS. Enemy ino~allations on tho iob .nd were 
bombed and gun poaitiona silenced, 

During the n!V>~ ot .)-1. Uarch, Ca~&linaa, Liberator e end dive bo:b<lr a 
boeabed a.nd $~rated the CHOISWL BAY t.rea. Four Cat&linas a.nd one divo boa:.ber 
woro d...aged by •All cal i ber antiaircraft t iro, 

A~ 9 :10 a .<:t. , S ll&rch , 1.) Dauntless and 12 Hollcats, attacked EJm)J with 
f ou.r t ons ot barbs and machine gun !ire, Antiaircraft tiro was moderate, Six 
divo bombers a.'ld one ti&hter were damaged , 

At 10 :35 a .m. , S IJarch, 9 l.!itcbolls dropped nine t ons on 7.oTJE. No an­
t i aircraft tiro wao encountered, 

Six and a. hill tone ot bcmba were released by 6 Venturaa oo T 001., at 
10 155 &.J:l. , S l!arch. Ono tire at &rted . Ant1a1reratt fire no codorllte . All 
our planes NOturned, 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOI!AtTUS OP T111 COWW.AHIM::It IH OhU 

4 p.a . S Uarch 1944 . 

At 6:JO a.11 ., 4 l!arch, inat.al.lations on I:IO:a?E we~ b'.&beJ and a 

wooden eoaotal vosoel <la.,..god by 3 tlavy !.iboratoro . Two fireo were started. 

An enemy patrol plane on tho ·•oter was otra.fed. Althoueh antiaircraf t fire 

W&!i intense our planes sust.eJned no dlrl.age .. Lat.e.r, at. ll:SO a.m . , 1.& uarch, 

l2 Liberator• dropped 2l t<>na ot bc:abo on the warehou ... ,...., on Kl::~os. 

Fire• wore otarted. Intenae ontiaireraft !ire d"""'6ed tl'O planeo . 

On 4 l.:o.r<:h, rive tona or bombo ""ro dropped by J Liberatore on the 

JruS;.IE warehouse area. Two near misses were acored on 4 200- foot. f'l"'eight.er . 

!:0 ant1drera.tt firo wao encountered. 

Twelve llit ehello ralo,.ed l2 tons of ballbs on TAJ!OA runw41• and inst alla­

tions at 1:10 p.m., 4 lla.rch. Lars• fires were started. Enemy antiairera.ft 

rire ••• weak. 

On 4 lla.reh, 2 Liberators released J2 t ons of bomba on =. One fire 

wa.o otart od . Antiaircraft oneountoro<l woo tt.oe,zor. Anothar Liborotor banbod 

m.LE, without roceivir.g Mtiaircratt fire . 

At 12:30 p.m., 5 L:ar<:h, 6 VenturAs dropped six tone or bnabs on 'ID'!'.r.:! 

ru.nwa,.a, m.aga:inee and barracks . Uea&er ant.i&ircr.l!t. tire wae encountered. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADOUAR'rl:RJ Of' 'fUR CO!>HiiANDHR I~ CIIUtF 

.~Avy DB.PAI1't.tUIT, W:\SIII"f~T0!\1. D. C 

SCtrn! 00 CBNI'lUL PACIFIC (Cont'd.) 

9 ..... 5 ltar<:h 191.4. 

Our1ns the night or 2- J ~larch, ootor torpedo boat a, as silted by a 
Ventura, dl<ll&Od and clrovo aahore t hree enom.r barges in the vicinity of .UTA.'U, oout"-st BCIXlAll:VIU! IS!.IJ:D. 

'l'ho oubmarine FLA51!ER, returned from patrol, Md report ed tho followins euccesaeea 

~ 

l froisl\ter 
l freighter 
1 froisl\ttr 
1 auxl.llory tankar 
1 oar.pan (by gunfire) 

6,000 tons 
7,000 t ono 
4 .1.42 tons 
7,269 tons 

'B t oru 
24, 751 tono 

DRl.'.!ED 

1 Saapan (by gunfire) 40 tone 

The oubmarine ASP!!() 3Corod a hit on " larlle t ender enrouto to TRUK. 
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UNIT ED STATES F LEET 
RltAOQUARttRS 0 17 TUS C0:o.f)lAr;'D£'R IN CIUP.f 

NAVV D!PAI1'~&:-o'T, WASHIN:Ol'ON, D, C:. 

SCIJTH AND CENTllAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

9 a.m. 5 !.!arch 1944. 

BetT:een 9 :50 a.m., ar.d 11:00 a.m. , J Uarch, 6 Venturas dropped 6! to~.$ 
of bombs on t he \'iOTJS runway area. Slight antiaircrAft fire was encountered . 
At noon, of the same day, 11 l!itchells dropped 11 tons on the TAROA runwey 
and gun positions. L:u-ge fires were started. Intense antiairornf t fire wa.s 
encountered. 

~t 8 :J6 a.m., J ~!arch, 2 Liberators bombed • medium eneJ!1Y !rei3hter and 
omall craft in l.ELE: HARIDR, KUSAli: . No dome.se w3s reported. r:o nntiaircraft 
fire was encountered.. 

At 7:10 a.m. , J !.!arch, 7! tons of bombs were dropped on the PONAJ'E air­
field, town and bau.'<ite plant . l!oderate antiaircre.!t tire wae encountered. 

A reconnaissance plane, during the night of l - 2 ~arch, bombed enemy shore 
installations and barges, near PURIATA and AlTAR;., southwest OOUGAThV!llE 
ISLAI:O . Results were not reported. D;.'lFU VILUGE, near E~ CAPE, l;B'.'/ IREI.OO, 
was bombed by 2 Venturas . 

Early, on the morning or 2 !.larch, a Liberator bon:bed LIJ(I)NAI, 'l'Oa::RA, 
RABAUL 'l'O?nl , and started " fire . 

On 2 ~<arch, Liberators, !.litchells and Lightnings attacked RABAUL 'l'Oi'nl 
and :UPOPO, NE'/1 BaiTAIN, ste.rting numerous fires nn<l e;rplosions. Lightnings 
attacked the enemy radar installat ion on CAPE ST . GSORCE, IW.I IREL.a.'ID. 

During tho morni ng of 2 J.larch, dive bombers and torpedo banber s struck 
at enemy shi pping and installations in KERAVIA BAY, RABAUL Area, !:E\7 B:UTAI!1. 
Three hits were scored on two small frei ghters and rocket hits on a small de­
atrol"'r• Hits ""'re also scored on gun positions and a n\lltber of buildings were 
set on fire by strafing. T'WO torpedo bombers and one Coroair were damaged by 
antiaircraft fire . On the same day, Corsairs attacked l2 ene:oy barges along­
side t he RABAUL DCCI'S Result s were not reported. 

On 2 llarch, Airacobras destroyed huts near PIANO and !.!ONOITU L.'ISSION, 
eouthwest BOUGAINVILLE I SLAIID. Dive bOIO\ber s and t orpedo bombers attacked in­
etallations near the upper SAUA RIVER, central west coaot of OOUOAINVILLE 
ISLAND. Corsairs attacked oman enemy craft north of NE'.V BRITID. Results 
were not reported. 

During the afternoon of 2 Jlarch, dive bombers and torpedo b0111bers attacked 
the enemy radar installlltiono in ADUll BAY, east ~H B!UT Am . Hits vrere scored 
on huts in the area, but tho radar was not destroyed. 
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UN IT ED STATES FLEET 
HL\DQUARTDS OF Tll£ COW.MA.JIIDU Hf O!IEF 

'tfAvY DIPARTW:Do"T. WAStn:-.'GTON, D. C. 

9 a ... 4 llarah 1944. 

s:!!J'D! AND CDIT!W. PACI7IC (Coat 14,) 

OD 1llardl, a rac-uNDu plaM :I.DettaetiftlJ' at.rete4 men~ 
t.&Dbr eaccrta<l by) avtace \lllit.a anc1 a noat. plea SO .Uaa w.t nartb­
w.t ot P<IW'B. 

At. 10116 a ... 2 llarch, 6 Vent.uraa all4 12 llitchalla, ralMM<l 20 

t.OG8 ot boaba on TJJiOA Nll-.ra anc1 bW.lcl1ftsa. Allt.iaircratt. tiN encCUDtar­
e4 aa IICClarat.a. Later, at. 2r10 p ... , 8 Warhawlca <lroppad 3 t.cna an t.ha 
IIIU.I NDnT area, • 1tb good. r .. ult.a. OD t.ba ••• da,r, JALurr •• bit. with 
4t t.011.a by 9 O.U.Uaaa and U Warballka, which &lao at.retad t.ba arM. 

lilt•" ant.iaircrett. tire -• aneounterac1 at J.u.on. 

'1M 1111'ta&rilla SAIIDWCB ..,It 3 en-.r tr.ight.ero in t ha KIIIRLE ISLAND 

wat.ara. 
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UNITED STAT E S FLEET 
HU.DQUARTU:S OF THE COMN.ANDI:R IK Qu·or 

tfAVY DCPARTliEHT. WAmJNCTOS, D. C. 

4 p.m. ) March 1944. 

SO\!'l'K AND CllN'l'P.AL PACIFIC ( Cont 1 de} 

A late report, rel.at.1~ to motor torpedo bo&t operations ott 
RAB.WL, NEif BRIT UN, during the night ot 29 February - 1 l!ueh, i.ndie&tee 
that a totd ot three ~barges were badlJ' clallaged and probablJ' IIW\k , 

~ the morning ot 1 Uarch, an unreported nud>er ot Liberators 
bombed KII!ILI, sout 1\weot BCXJOAI NVUU: I SLAI!D. Rita were acorad on 
the NnWII¥, antiaire~~ positions and a large tire started, No 
enfJ1\y planea were encounterad, ~e Liberato~ was damaged by antial-1'­
cra.tt. tire. 

Ctl 1 llarch, en~ positions on s ol.t.hwut BA.L·l'B IS~.:O end the 
BUXA I'Un"'JY were attacked b7 an unroported nUClber ot Lightnings. 

Dur1.ng the &ttemoon ot the •- cla.Y, 110 dive bombers and 71 
torpedo bombere attacked en~J' troop supplJ' concentrati ons outside ot 
the northeast TCROKINA perimeter and north TOROKINA RIVER tarks, 
BOUGAINVIILE ISL.UlD. A n11111ber ot aall fires were stut,•d• 

Dllrl~ the e-nn~ ot 1 lolarch, .u.racobru boN>ed and atr&ted J.:CJiOl'l\1 
IIISSIQI and eileneed anti aircraft gun poait.ions. ). nuoaber ot tires and 

exploaiona were observed. 

Dluiog the nieht ot 1- 2 J.larch, an unreported nUIIIber ot our motor 
torpedo boate, apparent17 aeaiated b7 a gunboat ( t,Tpe unknOOI'l) , attack­
ed ) barges in the vieinitJ> ot the PURIA'l'A lliVER, SJUTH'IlEST BOUGAINVlLLE 
ISWD, Ctle barge waa d.eatro,Tid; the other two were set on tire , 

~ the a- night , other torpedo boat. Md gunboata ahelled e!le!IIT 
activitl' at the REIIII RIVER, EAST TOROJUJU., OOOOADIVIU.E lS!JJID, OUr 

boat. receiYed he&"7 gunfire trom the shoreline, but no claaG• waa 
reported. 

Ctl 2 March , two dutroJ'ere bombarded enel!\f positions on the aouth­
wut ocaat ot BOOOADNIUE ISLAND . 
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UNITED STATE S FLEET 
HEADOUAaTUS Of' nut C0)1WAHDCI I.S CHJEJ' 

:4AVY OltPAKT)(£.Vf. WASMI'=CTO!'t. 0 C. 

9 a .m. J l.!areh 19/J,, 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 1 d , ) 

The wbm&rine CREV ALU:, in a patrol or the SCUTH CHINA SEA, scored tho 
following successes: 

~ 

1 freighter TAIBUN !.WlU TYPE 
1 freighter TATUTAKE MARU typo 
1 unidentified treighter 
1 sa.ll bo!Lt (by gunfire) 
1 p!Ltrol t ug (by guntiro} 

6, 581 tons 
7,065 tone 
6,000 tone 

5 tone 
150 t ono 

19,801 tons 

-m-

PilOBAEI. Y SUNK 

2 large freiGhters 
2 medium froichters 

6,000 tons eac 
4,000 tons eac 

20,000 tons 

Regraded Unclassified



COMINCH FfL8 UN ITED STATES FLEET 
HF.Al)QUARt'RRS OF THB COMMA.NDllft IN CUtr.P' 

NAVY DEJ>ARTM£ST. WASHI~C:TOS, D. C. 

9 a.m. 3 llarch 191.4 . 

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont 'd . ) 

Two enemy barges were bombed on 29 February, with unrepor ted results by a 
Ventura in the vicinity of KALD..I, west NE'<I IRELAND. other Ventur.as attacked 
enemy installations on B\JKA ISLAND, BONIS , CHABAI, nort hwest OOl!GAINV!l!E ISLM'Il , 
and install ations near ADLER BAY, ~'EW BRITAm. Huts and ot her native "!mi1dings 
near BCRPOP BAY, NE'.1 I RELAND, were bombed by a NE\7 ZEALM'D Vent ura . At 2 :20p .m. , 
29 February, fighter s attacked and probably set on fire J barges in the vicinit y 
of FEN! ISLM'D, east of NE'.'I I RELAND . 

A l arge enemy barge was strafed off t he northeast central coast of 'lE:'I 
IRSLAND, and it is r epor ted that about thirty of t he eighty enemy troops embarked 
were kill ed . Four other barges and two sai l boats were damaged off the northeast 
and southwest cent r al coasts of NE'II I RELAND. A 100-foot vessel was damaged by 
strafina, plus two barges, off the coast of northeast NE\'1 .BRITAIN. One Hellcat 
was shot down by antiaircraft f ire near NAllATANAI , NE\1 J1!ll.M1l . 

During 29 February, othe r fighter planes dest r oyed one and damaged t wo 
enemy barges i n TONOlEI HA.l\OOR, south OOUGAINVILlE ISLAND . A number of enemy 
troops, along the southwest coa,s t of B:)UGAINVILLE ISI.AND wer e killed by straf­
ing . During the day, dive bomber s and torpedo bombers a t tacked enemy ground 
positions on t he central west ccnst of BOUGAIWIILLE ISLAND, 

During the night of 29 february - 1 March, a destr oyer bombarded enemy 
install ations on CAPE ST. GmRGE and OORPOP, NE\~ I.RELANO. 

l.!otor tor pedo boats operatins off RABAUL, t!E\'1 Rlli TA!II, badly d.:lmaged and 
possibl y sunk an enemy barge durina the night of 29 february - 1 March . One 
of t he t orpedo boats entered KEEAVIA BAY, rut found no shipping. Nets or other 
obstructions were not encountered. 

At daylight, 1 ILarch , NAUATANAI, ~~e:v IRELIJID, was bor.lbarded by a number of 
destroyers . Two enemy shore batteries replied but were subsequently silenced. 
The bombardment results were reported successf ul . 

At about. noon, 1 March, 2 destroyers reconnoitered th~ southwest coast of 
OOUOAlJI!VILLE ISLAND, shelled a number of wrecked and beached barges , t ogether 
with pill boxes and observation stations. A shore battery r et•J.rned fire and 
slightly damaged the superstructure of the !RINGLE and CON'.'IAY . One officer sus­
t ained minor injuries. 

On t he mor ning of 1 March , reconnaissance planes scored a direct hit on 
t he ene~~~y CAPE ST. GIDRGE radar installation, attacked inst allations on CAPE 
GAZEllE and pouible gun posit ions south of l!OTUPf}IA POINT, BOUGAD.'VILI.E I SLAND. 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
H&A.DOUARTEkS OP THE COMMANDER I~ CJIIBY 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WA.SI-IINGTON. 0 C 

9 a.m. ) !Jarch 1944. 

SCUnt AND CENTRJ;L PACIFIC (Cont 'd. ) 

Additional infomation received in connecti on wi t h t he 29th of February 
raid on WAKE ISLAND, indicates tha t 6 grounded pl anes which appea'red to be 
fighters and d ive bombers, rlus one mediWII bomber, were strafed and possibl:r 
destroyed. The attack wes appar ent ly a complete surprise. 

In an attempt to neutralize air strips, ten Liberators relea sed )0 tons 
of heavy bombs on 'IIOTJE at ll:)3 a .m., 1 !.:arch. Throughout t he day seven 
Liberators dropped 21 tons on T.\ROA. I.!ILLE runways were hit ~'ith 17 tons of 
bombs by 5 Liberators and 2 Mitchells. No ant iaircraft fire was encountered 
at TA!'!OA or i',OTJE. Meager antiaircraft fire at l!Ill.E. On the same day, 11 
tons of bombs were dropped on JALUIT ISLAJo!D by 11 !.!itchells . Antiaircraft fire 
was weak . All our planes returned without damage or casualties . 

During the morning of 28 February, a fighter da:naged one of four enemy 
barges in the vicinity of !"ENIS IS~, east of NET./ IRELAND . Throughout the 
day, Airacobras strafect I.!ONOI'I"J l.ITSSION, southwest llOUGAili"IILIE I SLM'D. Two 
of our pl anes were damaged by antiaircraft fire. Other enemy pos i tions in this 
area were attacked by t orpedo bombers, armed with bombs and rockets . 

On 28 February, heavy medium and light bombers, together >dth fighters 
attacked targets in the vicinity of RABAUL, N!:.'l BRITAIN. No enemy planes were 
encountered. Four fighters strafed FONOO FOniT, northwest NE'.'I BRI TAIIl. Results 
were not reported. 

At 10:55 a.m., 28 February, an unreported number of dive bombers and tor­
pedo bombers struck VUNAPOPE, t\EW BRITAlll, scored hits on t he warehou$6 area 
and damaged a number of buildings. Two fires 11ere started. One plane was 
damaged by antiaircraft !'ire. On the same day, Liberators attackect RAPOPO, 
scor ing hits on the runway l ater reported unserviceable. A grounded fighter­
bomber in the wes t disper sal area was destr oyed. 

At 2:00 p.m., 28 February, NE'!I ZEALAND planes bombed t he enemy radar 
installation at ADLER BAY, east NEW BRI TAIN, and scored a number of hits. Two 
Venturas were attacked by two of six enemy fighters over ADLER BAY-CAPE GAZElLE, 
NE;Y BRIT Alll. 

On 28 !"ebruary , a reconnaissance plane bombed and silenced enemy ant iair­
craft positions on KAPlliG.1llARANGI ISLAm. 

During the morning 29 February, l.!itchells and Lightnings attacked RABAUL 
ro·:m, ocored hits on shore installations and st3l'ted a number of fl.res and ex­
plosions . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
11£A.DQUA_RTil RS OF THE COMMANOP.R IN CHIEf 

NAVY DEPAR'TMB:.~T. WASUJ~GTO!'< , 0 , C. 

9 a.m. 2 March 1944. 

SOJTH AND CEMTRAL PACIFIC (Cont ' d . ) 

On 28 February, a reconnaissance plane dropped one t on of bombe on 
ant iair craft pos.itions on NAURU ISLAND. 

At l :JO p .m., 29 February, 7 Liber~tors, 
flight, hit WAKE I SLAND with 5 tons of bombs . 
All our plane • returned . 

on an armed reconnaissance 
A number of fires were start ed . 

\'.l:lTJE runways were bombed by 5 Ventu res with 5i t ons of bombs at 10:00 a.m. 
29 February, Lat er, at 1 :30 p.m. , t he same area was again attacked by 9 Uitchsll 
with 9 tons of bombs. No antiaircraft fire was encountered. 

At 6:30 a.m., 29 February , 12 Warhawks rel eased 6 tons on Y!LLE runways . 
Results were not reported. 

The submarine SAROO sank one 7 , OCJIJ t on f r eighter and damaged t>t<> f r eighters 
f or 21, 000 tons off t he west coa.st of PALAIJ . 
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U NITED STATES FLEET 
HE.ADQUA&TERS OF THI COMWA:.n)ltl I!'( CHIEF 

" 0o.~ SOUTH A!ID CEKTRAL PACIFIC (Cont.' d . ) 

9 a.m. 1 !.!&r<:h 1944. 

Duri ng t he night of 28-29 Fobrua~;, t he UOSIGA and SIPOSAI Area, CHOISEUL 
BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, was etra!ed . Rteults ""r e not r epor ted. I t h believed 
t hat enemy float planes base on BALLALE ISLAIID. 

The submarine CE:RO, 'ldtile patrolling the BIS>!&'!K ri!lCHI.PEU.OO waters, 
damaged one erl'"..my t 'reighter of 8 , 600 tons . 
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UNITED STATES FLEET 
HIADQUARTEKS OP THI C0M)CA.'iD£1t IN ClUU 

tfAVY DltPARTt.fll'oo"T. WASHI~TO:rf. 0 C:. 

SOUnt AND CENTRAL P ACIPIC (Cont 1 d , ) 

9 a.m, 1 liareh 1944. 

On 26 February, a reeonn.aissance plane strafed with unreported results 
enemy installation• on KUSAIE and a 400-ton veseel in the harbor. 

During the night 1 26-27 February 1 the BUKA runway was bombed by a 
Ventura and inshllations on TmP ISLJ.Nil, northeo.st OOUGA!li"Vlll.! ISLAilD, were 
o.ttacked by a Catalina. A Liberator harau&d RAPCPO, RABWL Area, 1/Z:I BRITA!N . 

During the mornin& or 27 February, torpedo planes and dive be:t>ers atta.c.<ed 
e,..,.... gun positions at LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, !IE'// BRITAHl. Two guns or 4. 7 
caliber were probably dest royed and others damaged . Two buildings, southeast 
or the air strip, wre destroyed together with a light house at CAPE I'I»IATA. 
Antiaircraft fire damaged three dive bon:bers, No enemy planes were encountered 
over the area. The tighter cover destroyed one enemy float plane, 15 miles east 
ot BORFOP, liE':/ IRELM'D . 

At noon, 27 Febru1.17, 13 Corsairs, in a sweep over the !IABAUL Area, sank 
a soall steem launch 1 seriously damaged & barge and strafed a radar installa­
tion at :;U>E ST. GEORG::, NE:7 !REL\1:0. 

During the afternoon, 27 February, liberators and !.!itchelle bal>bed VUNAFOPE 
•arehouses, started two explosions and .. number or fire~. Antiaircraft fire 
dam~~ged two Liberatore and one J.titehell . The fighter cover destroyed one enemy 
float plane. Later 1 that after noon, Lightnings etarted more Ciree at VUNAroPE. 
Antiaircraft tire damaged two Lightninge, one of which crash-landed. The other 
plane failed to return . The radar inetallation at CAPE ST. GEORGE was agcl.n 

attacked. 

On 27 February 1 t..o torpedo planes damo.g&d with rockets an enemy barge in 
the vicinity of liOTUPENA, BOUGAI"VILIB ISJ..Ul>. Five enemy bo.reea were destroyed 
by an Aira.cobra on the southwest eout of OOUG.U!iVIUE ISWUl>. A number or our 
planes destroyed an ·~ barge near FEN! ISLAI\0, east or ~371 IRELM:O, and •tarted 
several !ire5 at OORPO!', llEi1 raBLA:iD. 

Prior to noon, 28 February, an unreported no.rnber of Liberators, banbed 
RABAUL '1'07/N, IIE'.V BRITAIN, and the runway and reveU!>.ent• .:.t RAPOPO, NE''I BRITAlN. 
No enomy planes were encountered. No further detaih are available at this time . 

During the night or 28-29 February, & C11talina lxrnbed and strafed three 
enemy barges in the vicinity or .U:TA.~A, southwest 20UGATh1VILLE ISLAI\0. J.!otor 
torpedo beats then engaged the barges and !ore&<! them a.shore. The shorel tno was 
then benbarded by a cunboat (I.QI). About ll-16 northbound enem,r barnes were ob­
served in addition to seven on the beach. These were •belled by a JWiboet, (Lel:) . 
Our motor torpedo boats were ineffectively bombed by an en~ tlo&t plane. 
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