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SOUTI; AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,

During the night of 28-29 May, Marine piloted Mitchells harassed

-

On 29 Kay:

Supply and dump defenses in the RABAUL area were blasted by 96
SOPAC planes.

Adracobras and Warhawks demolished plantation buildings at TINPUTS,
northeast BOUGAINVILLE, and ARIGUA PLANTATION, centrel east coast BOUGAIN-
VILLE. Two Adracobras were lost but one pilot wes rescusd.

Venturas went up to KABANGa BAY, northern MEW IHELAND, and destroyed
seven buildings, causing a large explosion.

KESSA FLAWTATION, northwest coast of BUKA, and TEOF, northeast cozst
of BOUGAINVILLE, and other BUKA and BOUGAINVILLE targets, were zttacked by
patrol planes and other planes which sprayed diesel oil over the enemy's
kitchen gardens, etcetera.

TOROKINA gunboats, during the night of 29 lay, destroyed four ser-
viceable DAI HATSU (barges) beached in southern EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOU-
GAINVILLE, They alsc wrecked three other barges and eight hulks, all

previcualy damaged.

On 30 May:

One of our infentry battalions landed on the north bank of the
TEEESSI RIVER, outside of the TORCKINA perimeter, and secured a position
which an artillery battalion then occupied.

Four troops were wounded in action when a Fiji patrol contacted an
unreported nusber of Japs northeast of the TCROKINA perimeter.
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On 29 Usy, destroyers shelled seven villages st MEDINA PLANTATION,
There was no return fire,

A reconnaissance party landed, 30 May, on TIGTON ISLAND, just east
of NI HANOVER ISLAND, NEW IRELAND area. Several machine guns were de-
stroyed, as also enemy mortars, amunition and 20 drums of gasoline. HNo
enemy was encountered,

The submarine SILVERSIDES, conducting a war patrel in the MARIANAS
area, states that she has sunk four ships, one probably sunk and damaged
two other ensmy vessels. These results have not been previously reported,

On 30 May, at 7:36 p.m., the submarine FERCH, operating east of
FORMOSA, states that she damaged an enemy deisel oil tanker,
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During the night of 27-28 May, night patrol planes from 30PAC
bombed reported gun positiona on TEQP ISLAND, northeast BOUGAINVILLE.
They also observed numerous fires on CAPE SASS, northeast coast of HEW
IRELAND.

On 28 May:s

Patrol planes from SOPAC destroyed buildings and huts at KUPEKA
MISSION, central west coast BOUGAINVILIE. The jetty at CAPE LALAHAN, south
BUEA was bombed.

Three barges, in the DUKE (F YORK ISLANDS were set on fire by
fighters. One Corsair was dameged. Two bridges and houses were fired at
CAPE SEJA, east cozst NEW IRELAKD,

Liberetors, Mitchells and Lightnings started fires in the revet-
ments at LAKUNAI, RABAUL.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers bombed VUNAKANAU, RABAUL,
and got direct hits on a flak position gun. They alsc damaged one 105
millimeter pun and put 14 craters in the previously serviceable runway.
One Avanger was chot domn and ancther was damaged.

TOBERA airfield, RABAUL, was struck by Adracobras, Warhawks, Daunt-
less dive bombers and Avengers. One Dauntless dive bomber was shot dowm
but the crew was reacued.

Fires were started in the supply and personnel areas at NAMATANAI,
east coast NEW IRELAND, by Ventura planes.

On BOUGAINVILIE, fighter bomber scrties attacked targets of cppor-
tunity. They destroyed an antiaireraft position at BALLAIE with a direct

During the night of 28-29 May, motor torpedo boats from TREASURY
ISLAKD, in unison with night patrel planes bombed and strafed RANTAN, MARMOI
ISLANDS, off southwest BOUGAINVILLE,

During the same night motor torpedo boats from GREEN ISLAND were
subjected to a barrage from 50 millimeter and 37 millimeter guns at EQOPIRE
FLANTATICH, north central coast of NEW IRELAND.

Gunboats from TCRCKINA, the same night, destroyed a berge and silenc
coastal batterlies at MAWARAKA, BOUGAINVILIE,
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During the night of 27-28 May, night patrol planes of SoPac bombed and strafed
AMBA, MEDIMA FLANTATION.

Motor torpedo boats shelled FANGELAWA, LAKURAFANGA, northeast coast NEW
IRELAND., They were unsuccessfully shelled by coast defense guns on CAFE SASS.

MILLE was bombed by 15 Marine Corsair planes on 28 May at 7:15 a.m. Bombs
were dropped in the bivouac area. There was mo antiaireraft fire. A garbled
report indicates that 2 Corsairs collided in mid-air and it is presumed that both
pilots were loat.

On 28 May, from 9:28 a.m. to 2:35 p.m., 24 Liberators and 52 Mitchells of
the Tth Air Force struck PONAPE, hitting the hangar, barracks and warehouse areas
in PONAPE TOWM, also both airfields and TOMARA settlement. Several fires were
started in PONAFE TOWN, and photos show that the hangar was devastated. The
moderate antiaireraft fire was inaccurate.

On 28 May, at 9:L5 a.m, and at 2:30 p.m., respectively, two flighta of 7
Navy Venturas struck JALUIT. The north end of EMIDJ was alsc hit, The antiair-
craft fire was from moderate to meager.

During the afterncon of 28 May, the 4th Marine Air Wing concentrated its
strength and thoroughly lashed WOTJE.

WOTJE ISLAND was hit by 107 Corsairs, 46 Dauntless dive bombers, 7 Hellcats
and one Ventura, BE@EDIO, TOTON and AGUMICHI ISLANDS were also hit., Several
fires were started, and it is reported the bomb hits were well dispersed. Three

Corsairs received minor damage.

The U.S. Destroyer, STOCKTON, while participating in the bombardment of BIAK
ISLAND, SCHOUTEN ISLAND GRCUP, DUTCH MEW GUINEA, was hit by a shell from a coastal
defense battery on 28 May, Material damage was slight, but one of her persomnel
was killed and one wounded.
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During the night of 26-27 May, night patrol planes, operating with motar
torpede boats, bombed CAFE LEMEARIS, DOLOMAKUS BAY, on the northeast coast of
KEW IRELAND.

Throughout the same night, RABAUL was bombed by alrecraft.

On 27 May, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m., 7 Corsairs,of the L4th Marine Alr Wing,
bombed WOTJE and adjacent islets. The antlaircraft {ire was meager. One Corsair

was damaged.

Cn 27 May, at T:10 a.m., 7 Marine Dauntless dive bombers and I Navy Hellcats
were over WOTJE. Eight bombs were dropped in the antiaircraft battery area,
There was no {lak.

On 27 May, from 8:45 a.,m, to 12:38 p.m,, 45 Mitchells of the Tth Adir Force
blasted JALUIT, hitting the antiaircraft batteries, as alsoc the storage areas on
RBIDJ, The antiaircraft fire was meager and inaccurate.

Four Navy Hellcats and 8 Marine Dauntless dive bombers dropped bombs on MILLE
on 27 May, at 10:35 a,m. The runway was hit & times. The antiaircraft fire from
all types was moderate, but inaccurate.

During 27 May, 9 Mitchells, while searching for an aircraft crew that was
downed, strafed south PONAPE and PAKIN ISLANDS. The antiaircraft fire on PAKIN
was meager and inaccurate, A destroyer rescued 4 crew members of a Mitchell
bomber that was forced down on 26 May., Two of its personnel were killed in the
crash.

On 27 May:

Fighter planes hit RABAUL, setting buildings on {ire. Fhotographs show one
heavy and two automatic antiaircraft guns destroyed. It is reported an equal
number of these guns were damaged,

Liberatora struck the runway at TOBERA, RABAUL.

Patrol planes from SoPac hit IEMANKDA VILLAGE, northwest BUKA ISLAND, CAFE
HANPAN, north BUEA ISLAND and MONOITU MISSICHN, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

Fighter bomber sorties from BOUGAINVILLE exploded beached barges at HANTOA,
destroyed bridges and huts at AKU and PIVA PLANTATION. Other targets of opportunit

on BOUGAINVILLE were bombed.
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During the night of 25-26 May, Catalinas and motor torpedo boats attacked
J0RFOF, east coast of NEW IRELAND, and started several fires, CAPE NOMCRODU,
NEW IRELAND, was also attacked, as were installations at ROLAND, YOUNG and
MEDINA FLANTATIONS, north NEW IRELAND. A number of barges near TECOP ISLAND,
northeast coast BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND, were suni,

On the same night, reconnaissance planes bombed and strafed RANTAN, south-
east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, SOHANA ISLANDS, northwest coast BOUGATNVILLE
ISLAND, and TONOLEI HARBOR, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Targets along the west
coast of BUKA ISLAND were also attacked, Throughout the night, Mitchells harasa-
ad the RABAUL Area, and started fires at LAKUNAT, and VUNAKANAU, in NEW BRITAIN.

The following missions were completed by SoFac aircraft on 26 May:

Mitchells started fires at MONOITU MISSION, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Supplies at PORTON, northwest coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bambed by
Lightnings.

Adracobras bombed SORAKEN and FORTON, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
Mitchells started fires in supply areas near TALILI, N&W BRITAIN.

Fighter planes destroyed a barge and damaged another off the southwest
coast of NEW IRELAND,

During the night of 26-27 May, motor torpedo boats and Catalinas strafed
and bombed CAPE LEMERIS, east coast of NEW IRELAND,

On the night of 26 May, destroyer escort vessels probably sank a submarine
about 70 miles narthwest of MUSSAU ISLAND,

The submarine ASFRO sank 2 frelghters northwest of FALAU.
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The following enemy bases in the MARSHAIL and CARCLINE ISLANDS were
bombed by CinCPac aircraft on 26 May:

WOTJE was bombed by 28 Corsairs and 3 Venturas between 6:30 a.m. and
5 p.t, Explosions were observed and several small fires started. OCne
Corsair was forced down off WOTJE, but the pilot was recovered,

At 8:50 a.m., 4 Hellcats and 7 Dauntless hit JALUIT antiaircraft
batteries. LUeager, inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 9:03 a.m,, 7 Dauntless and 4 Hellcats bombed runway installations
on WOTJE.

FPONAFPE was bombed by 9 Mitchells between 9:39 a.m, and 4 p.m, Bombs
were dropped on gun positions; warehouse and waterfront areas and LANGAR
ISLAND., Meager and inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encountered. One
Mitechell failed to return, but a number of the crew were rescued.

At 9:55 a.m., BMIDJ and the SYDNEY PIER Area, in JALUIT Atoll, were
bombed by 3 Venturas.

MTLIE was bombed twice by & Corsairs, at 10:50 a.m. and again at L:45
p.m. HNo antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 3:03 p.m., 4 Hellcats and 7 Dauntless bombed the radio station on
ATNEMAN ISLAND, JAIUIT Atoll., Meager, inaccurate antiaircraft fire was
encounteared.

On 26 May, & reconnalssance plane bombed KUSAIE. Results wers unobserv
Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

During the afternoon of 27 May, one of 12 medium enemy bombers, attack-
ing our shipping off BIAK ISLAND, crashed into the USS 5C-6%9. The vessel
caught fire and was subsequently abandoned, but remained afloat. Four of
the crew were seriously burned and 5 more received minor burns.

During the night of 26=-27 May, PT=339, grounded in enemy territory,
was abandoned and subsequently destroyed.

The submarine PERMIT sank a Japanese submarine near OTTO FASS, TRUE Ato
on 27 May.

The submarine PARGO returned from patrol of the FHILIFFINES and FALAU
ISLAND Areas, after sinking a cargo vessel (2,101 tons), demaging one freigh
(3,158 tons) and one oiler.
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Four Hellcats and seven Dauntless bombed WOTJE at 10:30 a.m, and again
at 2:25 p.m. Bombs were dropped on the rumway and a radio installation,

Machine gun fire slightly damaged two Dauntless,

Eleven Mitchells bombed WOTJE between 9:01 a.m. and 11:10 a.m., Hits
were scored on two antiaircraft batteries, No antiasireraft fire was encounter—

ed,

JALUIT was bombed by 10 Mitchells, between 2:17 p.m, and 3:05 p.m. Weak
antiagircraft fire was encountered.

JALUIT was bombed by 3 Hellcats and 7 Dauntless at 10:05 a.m. Meager
antiaircraft fire damaged one plane.

JAEOR TOWN was bombed by twe Venturas. No antiaireraft fire encountersd,

Reconnaissance planes bombed PAGAN ISLAND, MARIANAS. MNo enemy aircraft
or antisireraft fire was encountered,

During the night of 25-26 May, motor torpedo boats and Catalinas attacked
BORPOP, NEW IRELAND, The motor torpedo boats were ineffectively shelled by
large caliber guns at CAFE SENA, east coast NEW IRELAND, Other motor torpedo
beats sank four loaded barges and killed & Japanese, probably off the sast
coast of NEW TRELAND,

The destroyer HUTCHINS, bombarding BIAK ISLAND, in support of landing
operations by SOUTHWEST PACIFIC forces, was damaged by a 5-inch shell, Three
men were injured. One man was injured on the destroyer BACHE, but damage to

the vessel, if any, was not reported,

The landing on BIAK ISLAND is proceeding according to schedule. The
415T DIVISION, less the 163RD COMBAT TEAM, landed at 7:15 a.m., 27 May, against
mortar and automatic weapons fire. No enemy air or Naval opposition was
encount ered,
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During the night of 24-25 May, motor torpedo boats and Catalinas
strafed and bombed targets at LULUAI FOINT, southeast coast BOUGAINVILLE

ISLAND, MOBIAI RIVER mouth, and other targets on the scuthwest coast of
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,

The following missions were completed by SoPac aircraft on 25 May:

Heconnaissance planes demolished huts at KONANA, southwest BOUGATN-
VILLE ISLAND and CAFE HANPAN, northeast coast of BUKA ISLAND,

Medium bombers, dive and torpedo bombers started explosions and fires
at PORTON, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Fires were started in the bivouac
area at IVITURI MISSION, central BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND,

Torpedo bombers sprayed cultivated areas with Diesel oil and bombed
targets near TINFUTS, northeast BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND.

Mracobras strafed a radar installation at CAFE LALAHAN, south BUKA
ISLAND and targets of opportunity in the vicinity.

Liberators bombed LAKUNAI and RAPOFO, NEW BRITAIN.

Barge hideouts at RABAUL, NEW BRITATIN, were bombed by Lightnings.
Two hits were scored on repair sheds and fires started.

TALILI, MEW BRITAIN, supplies were bombed by Mitchells,

Gun instellations on the KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, airfield were bombed
by dive and torpedo bombers.

The following enemy bases in the MARSHALLS and CARCLINE ISLANDS were bo
ed by CinCPac alrecraft on 25 May:

The waterfront area and the new airfield on PONAFE was bombed by 8
Mitchells between 9:15 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. Antiaireraft fire damaged one
Mitchell,

WOTJE was bombed by 38 Corsairs and 3 Venturas between 6 a.m, and 5 p.m
Adjacent islets were strafed and bombs fell on a beached ship, One Corsair
failed to return and four others were damaged by antiaircraft fire,

s
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During the night of 23-24 May, Catalinas bombed targets near MOMOITU
LISSION, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMD, Other Catalinas and motor torpedo
boats bombed and strafed MIK MIK ISLAND, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, the
BONIS airstrip and THOP ISLAND, north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Gun positions
near CAPE NAMORUDU and installations at MEDINA PLANTATION, on the east coast
of NEW IRELAND, were also bombed by Catalinaa,

The following missions were completed by SoPac aircraft on 24 May:

Dive and torpedo bombers attacked gun positions at RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN,
and scored a direct hit on one emplacement. Three of the planes were slightly
damaged by antiaircraft fire.

Lightnings, Warhawks and Mitchells bombed RABAUL, NEW BRTTAIN. A number

of fires and explosions started. Two Mitchells sustained damage by antiaireraft
fire. Corsairs strafed trucks west of VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITAIN.
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Three trucks were destroyed and two damaged at VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITALN, by
Corsairs. One Corsair was shot down by antiaircraft fire.

Fighter planes set on fire two barges and damaged another off the south
central coast of NEW IRELAND.

During the night of 23-24 May, motor torpedo boats destroyed an unreported
number of enemy barges carrying cargo and Japanese personnel off the north
central coast of NEW IRELAND. Other motor torpedo boats shelled TAKI, south-
east BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 23 May, the submarine FERCH scored four torpedo hits on an unidentified
vessel in the vicinity of S0UTH FORMOSA.
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Carrier-borne aireraft of Task Group 58.6, commanded by Rear Admiral
A, E. Montgomery (ESSEX (CV), WASP (CV), BATAAN (CVL), SAN JACINTO (CVL),
SAN DIEGO %c:. AA), RENO (CL AA), BOSTON (CA), BALTIMORE (CA), CANBERRA (CA),
28 destroyers and 3 destroyer escorts)attacked M/RCUS ISLAND on 19 and 20 May,
and WAKE ISLAND on 23 May.

At MARCUS, 15% of the buildings, including a possible water distillation
plant, were destroyed or damaged. An antiaircraft gun position and an ammuni-
tion dump were destroyed. A small armed freighter, 56 miles north of MARCUS,
was set on fire and left sinking., A patrol vessel, 375 miles north of MARCUS,
was attacked and left sinking. A medium enemy bomber, near our surface units,
was shot down., A twin-engine grounded enemy plane was strafed and damaged.
Two dive bombers and two fighter planes failed to returmn. Two pilots and one
crewman are missing.

A WAKE, 20 buildings were destroyed and 12 damaged. A sampan was sunk and
4 to & barges damaged. Four to 6 earth-covered supply dumps were hit, but
results were not observed. A fuel tank and an observation tower were destroyed.
No combat losses were sustained, Operational losses: one dive bomber, one nigh
fighter and one pilot.

During the night of 22-23 May, Catalinas strafed installations at CAFE
FUT FUT, northeast NEW ERITAIN, and bombed MAKAKA EEACH, MOBIAI and the MTED
RIVER MOUTHS, all on southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

On 23 May, SoPac aircraft completed the following missiona:

Reconnaissance planes destroyed a number of huts on the west coast of BUKA
ISLAND.

A possibly serviceable float plane in BUKA PASSAUE was posaibly destroyed b
Mracobras and Warhawks,.

Adracobras and Warhawks sank a barge in TONOLEI HAREOR, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
and destroyed a bridge over the MIBO RIVIR, southwest BOUGAT NVILLE ISLAND,

Mitchells, Airacobras, Lightnings and Warhawks attacked gun positions at
RABAUL, and also struck al LAKUNAI, NEW BRITAIN. Antiaircraft fire damaged
four Mitchells,

TOBERA, NiW BRITAIN, gun installations were attacked by dive bombers, torpe
and medium bombers. Antiaireraft fire damaged five planes,
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I,'“ On 23 May, m unreported number of our destroyers possibly sank an enemy

|' submarine 160 miles north of MUSSAU ISLAND, On the same day, an escort vessel
attacked and possibly sank a surfaced submarine 180 miles north of MUSSAU ISLAND.

‘ Another surfaced submarine was attacked by destroyer escort vessels about 155
miles north of MUSSAU ISLAND.

The submarine BASHAW returned from patrol of the FALAU ISLAND Area, after
ainking} one trawler (60 tons) and damaging one freighter and three trawlers (4,430
tons).

The submarine BURRFISH sank a medium tanker in the EMPIRE waters on 23 May.

The submarine SKATE sank a sampan in the BONINS Area.
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During the night of 21-22 May, Catalinas bombed targets on TEOP ISLAND,
northeast coast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, AITARA MISSION, south coast BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, BALLAIE and POPORANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area, Mitchells started fires
in RABAUL airdrome installations,

On 22 May, the following missions were completed by SoPac alrcraft:

Reconnalssance planes attacked KESSA FLANTATION, northwest BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, and installations at SKOTOLAN MISSION, southwest coast BUKA ISLAND.

Fighters and torpedo bombers attacked a BONIS supply area,north BOUGAIN-
VILIE ISLAND, and bridgea at KIETA PLANTATION, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

Installations at TALILI, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked by dive and torpedo
bombers. A number of fires started. Antlaircraft fire damaged one torpedo
bomber,

Targets along the coast of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked by Lightnings,
AMracobras and Warhawks.

Mitchells started fires and destroyed buildings on MIOKD ISLAND, DUKE OF
YORK GROUF.

Enemy equipment and barges in the RABAUL Area were attacked by Corsairs,

Dive, torpedo bombers and fighters attacked targets on NEW IRELAND; destroy-
ed the radar installation on DYAUL ISLAND, four bridges and three barges in the
vieinity. Antiaircraft fire shot down one torpedo bomber and two fighters. One
fighter pilot and the torpede bomber crew were rescued.

A reconnaissance plane bombed NOMOI ISLAND and destroyed twoe enemy barges,

During the night of 22-23 May, motor torpedo boats shelled LUNGATAN PLANTA-
TION, scutheast NEW HANOVER.

On 23 May, a reconnaissance plane bombed FULUWAT ISLAND. Hits were scored
on the radio and weather station installations,

At 10:12 a,m. 23 May, seven Mitchells bombed PONAPE. A nmumber of fires
started. Antiaireraft fire encountered was meager and inaccurate, Later, at

3:45 p.m., five Liberators, on a photo reconnaissance mission, dropped bombs
on the PONAFE airfields, Medium and inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encmuntered,
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ROTA ISLAND, MARIANAS, was photographed md bombed on 22 May by four

photo planes and nine escorting Amy Liberators, No enenmy aircraft were encounter-
ed,

The submarines FPICUDA, FETO and PERCH sank a passenger freighter on 21 May,
east of FORMOSA.

The submarine SANFISH sank a medium freighter on 22 May in the EMPIRE waters.

The submarine POLLACK sank one destroyer and demaged a freighter on 22 May
in the EONINS Area.
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During the night of 20-21 May, night flying Catalinas bombed KIETA and
targets in BUKA PASSAGE. Mitchells bombed RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN; VUNAPCFE, NEW
BRITAIN; end KAVIENG, NBW IRELAND,

- Cn 21 May, the following missions were completed by SoPac aircraft:

VUNAKANAD, NEW BRITAIN, airdrome installations were attacked by medium
bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters. Antiaircraft fire shot
down one torpedo bomber.

Targets at RALUANA FPOINT, NEW ERITA N, were strafed by Airacobras.

TOBERA airdrome installations were attacked by dive and torpedc bombers,
Antisircraft fire shot down one dive bomber and damaged five. The crew of
the downed plane was rescued.

The LAKUNAL runway, NEW BRITAIN, was bombed by Mitchells and Lightnings.

Corsairs attacked the RABAUL Area with unreported results. Two Corsairs
sustained damage by antimircraft fire.

Corsairs and torpedo bombers set fire to buildings at KAVIENG, NEV IRELAND,
damaged two barges and strafed the radar installations on DYAUL ISLAND,

Bridges near RIGU, central east coast BOUGAINWVILLE ISLAND, and SHISHIGATERO,
southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by Lightnings and Adracobras.

A reconnalgsance patrol, cperating north of the TORCKINA perimeter, on
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, counted 60-70 dead Japanese. It was estimated that 500
more were killed and buried., A considerable amount of enemy ammunition was

destroyed.

During the night of 21-22 May, motor torpedo boats shelled an area near
LAKE LAHALA, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

WOTJE Atoll was heavily bombed by Army, Navy and Marine aircraflt between
6:24 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 22 May, Antiaircraft fire encountered was reported

meager and inaccurate, but ten planes sustained minor damage and two of the
personnel slight injuries.

On 22 May, 16 Corsairs bombed MILLE radio installations. No antiaireraft
fire was encountered.
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On 21 May, the following missions were flown against enemy bases in the
MARSHALL end CAROLINE ISLANDS:

Betwsen I, a.m. and 5:30 a.m,, TAROA was bambed by 7 Venturas. The previous
night , TAROA was bombed by 4 Catalinas.

At 6 a.m., 30 Corsairs and 4 Verturas bombed WOTJE. Antiaircraft positions
on WOTJE and islets near the island were strafed., Antiaircraft fire was meager
and inaccurate. WOTJE was harassed by 3 Coronados the preceding night.

MALOELAF was bombed by 13 Hellcats in 3 flights from 7:45 a.m. teo 2140 p.m.
Bombs fell ameng installations on an island northwest of TAROA. No antiaircraft
fire was encountered.

FUNAFE was bombed by & Mitchells at 12:10 p.m. and again at 2:35 p.m. No
antiaireraft fire was encountered,
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During the night of 19-20 May, Catalinas and motor torpeds boats
strafed the area near the mouth of the MIBC RIVER, central west coast

BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

On the same night, Witchells started large fires at LAEUNAI, MNEV
BRITAIN.

On 20 May, SoFac aircraft flew the following missions owver NEW ERITAIN,
NEN IRELAND and BOUGAL NVILLE ISLAND:

Corsairs destroyed 5 barges and damaged 4 near the DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS.
One Corsair failed to return and another sustained damage from antiaircraft
fire,

8mall enemy craft northwest of RABAUL, NEV IRELAND, were strafed by
Venturas and Corsairs with unreported results.

The TOBERA, NEW BRITAIN, runway was bombed by Liberators, but results
were not reported.

Dive bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters attacked bridges and other
targets near KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND., The radar on DYAUL ISLAND was destroyed.
One Corsair was forced down near KAVIENG, but the crew was recovered.

Enemy antiaircraft positions and other targets in the MATGHIN BAY Area,
northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by Alracobras.

Adracobras sank one and damaged one barge at TARLENA, northwest coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Six other enemy barges were strafed in TINFUTS HARHCR,
northwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Torpedo bombers bombed KIETA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND and damaged a barge
near CHABAL, northwest coast BOUGAIWILIE ISLAND.

Medium bombers, dive bombers, torpedo bombers and fighters attacked an
enemy stores and bivouac area between MUGUAL, south coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND
and EBERYS LEASE, south interior BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, Two gun emplacements
were probably destroyed and a direct hit was scored on a heavy gun battery.
Two medium bombers sustained damage from antiaircraft fire. One fighter was
forced down, but the pilot was recovered.

On 20 May, an unreported number of our surface units bombarded targets
in the SHORTLAND ISLAND Area.

The submarine STURGECN recovered 3 aviators down off MARCUS ISLAND.
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On 20 May, the following missions were flown against enemy bases in
the MARSHALLS and CAROLINE ISLANDS:

WOTJE was bombed by 4 Navy Venturas at 5:30 a.m. and later at 2:45
pums by 24 Corsairs and one Ventura., Bombas fell cn the radic station
installations. Meager antisircraft fire damaged one fighter.

Five Catalinas harassed TAROA during the night of 19-20 May, and five
Venturas bombed TAROA during the early morning., Later, six Navy Hellcats
twice attacked TAROA, at 2:45 p.m, and at 4:15. Bombs fell on the storage
area and coastal batterieas,

Six Dauntless harassed MILLE throughout the night and early morning
of 19-20 May. Later, six Corsairs attacked MILIE twice at 6:40 a.m, and
at 4:00 pym, ILight machine gun fire damaged one Corsair.

JALUIT was attacked at 9:43 a.m. by 2 Venturas and again at 2:40 p.m.
by seven Dauntless and four Hellecats.

At T7:25 a.m., 9 Mitchells dropped bombs on the new airfield at PONAPE.
Meager and inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Twelve Mitchells bombed the power plant and phosphate plant area on
NAURU ISLAND at 9 a.,m, A number of explosions and fires started, Intense
and accurate antiaircraft fire slightly damaged four of the bombers.

On 21 May, the auxiliary oiler NECHES (AQLT) apparently struck a low
action mine 620 miles west southwest of SAV FEDRO, CALIFORNIA. The vessel
sustained damage, but is able to proceed at 14 knots.

On the afternmoon of 21 May, an explosion occurred aboard an LST handling
ammunition, nested in WEST LOCK, FEARL HARBR. The explosion, followed by fir
caused the total loss of six or more combat loaded 1L5T's. Three of the lost
LST's had ICT's aboard and two had pontoon causeways and all had LVT's aboard.
Mthough the mumber of casualties is not determined, it is believed to be
considerable. With fires and explosions continuing, other ships in the vicindi
have cleared the area.

l
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On 19 May, ScPac alrcraft flew the following missions in the NEW BRITAIN,
NEVW IRELAID and BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND areas:

An airfield near RABAUL was attacked by Mitchells. A number of fires
started,

Torpedo and dive bambers attacked supply dumps near TALILI, MNEW BERITAIN,
and bombed antiaircraft positions nearby. Antiaircraft fire damaged one dive
bomber.

MAKADE ISLAND, DUKE OF YORK ISLAND Area, was attacked by Lightnings, Alra-
cobras and Warhawks., The east coast of DUKE OF YORE ISLAND was also attacked
and a number of explosions started,

The north coast of the GAZEIIE PENINSULA, MEW IRELAND, waa swept by
Corsairs and & barge damaged. Enemy antiaircraft fire injured cne pilet,

Corsairs destroyed a float plane on the water near BANGATONG ISLAND,
southeast NEW HANOVER,

Twenty-four Adracobras attacked the personnsl area between BONIS and
TS3IROGEI, northwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and destroyed a barge near
CHABAT. .

Fighter bombers bombed KIETA, MONOITU, PORTEN FLANTATION and sprayed
a cultivated area near RIGU FLANTATION with Diesel oil., #Antiaireraft fire
damaged 1 torpedo bomber.

Liberators attacked NAMOI ISLAND, CARCLIME ISLANDS Group. A 250-foot
freighter and 3 mmall boats were sunk. One of four unsuccessfully attack-
ing enemy fighter planes was shot down. MAntiaircraft damaged one Liberator
and injured a crew member. On the afterncon of the same day, a Catalina,
attacldng the same area, was intercepted by three enemy fighters. OCne of the

enemy planes was damaged.

During the night of 19-20 May, motor torpedc boats silenced enemy shore
fire near the MEDINA PLANTATION, on the northeast coast of NEV IRELAND. An

enamy {loat plane bombed a number of our torpedo boats off the south central
coast of NEW IRELAND. We suffered one casualty.
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Two Venturas bombed the barracks area at MILLE at 8:50 a.m. Meager anti-
alrcraft fire was encountered,

MILIE was attacked by six Corsairs and one Ventura at 10:50 a.m. Hits
wara scored on the radio station and barracks area.

Ten Dauntless and eight Hellecats bombed the runway and power station on
TARCA at 7:30 a.m. Two dive bombers sustained minor damage from light anti-
aircraft fire.

Two Navy Venturas bombed ENYECR, JAFOR and the SYDNEY PIER in the JALUIT
Atoll at 11:20 a.m.

Saven Dauntless and three Hellcats bombed JALUIT radio installations at
12:40 p.m. Moderate antiaireraft fire slightly damaged one Dauntless.

Between B:57 a.m, and 1 p.m., TAROA was attacked by 23 Mitchells. Bombs
fell on antiaircraft installations and the shelter area.

Twelve more Corsairs attacked WOTJE at 1:35 p.m. Bombs fell on the run-
way. Moderate flak was sncountered.

At 1:50 a.m., 3 Venturas bombed antlaircraft installations on MIILE. Modera
antiaircraft fire was encountered.

TAROA was attacked by 10 Dauntless and 8 Hellecats at 2:50 p.m. Bombs fell
on the runway and magazine area. Meager antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Three Venturas harassed WOTJE during the night.

On 19 May, one of our destroyers attacked and probably destroyed a sub-
marine northeast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

A reconnaissance plane, on the afternoon of 19 May, attacked and damaged
an enemy freighter in the NOMOI ISLAND LAGOCN, CAROLINE ISLAND Group. Our
plane was attacked by four fighters and of these shot down one. The searcher
returned damaged with one of the personnel wounded.

The submarine SEA DRAGON, on 17 May, sank with gunfire an armed trawler
northeast of the BONIN ISLANDS.
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Six Corsairs attacked WOTJE installations between 6 a.m. and 2:15 a.m. on
12 May, Enemy construction equipment and personnel were strafed, Later, at
B:45 a.m., & Corsairs and one Ventura again attacked WOTJE.

At 12:03 p.m. 18 May, 2 squadrons of ILiberators bombed WAKE ISLAND. The
target areas were well coversd, Heavy, intense and accurate antiaireraft
fire brought dewn 1 Liberator and slightly damaged 2 others,

At 1:01 p.m. 18 May, 5 Mitchells bombed the FONAFE new air strip. No anti-
aircraft fire was encountered,

On 18 May:

Installations along the northeast coast of MNEW IRELAND were attacked by
dive and torpedo bombers.

Corsairs sank two barges near MIOKO ISLAND, south DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS,
and destroyed another near JACQUINOT FOINT, DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS.

KAHILI and MAGUIA, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by fighter
bombers.

Two enemy barges along the northwest coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND were
damaged by Airacobras,

Torpedo bombers sprayed cultivated areas with Diesel oil and destroyed
buildings near RIGU MISSION, central east coast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

During the night of 18-19 May, motor torpedo boats sank a barge loaded
with enemy personnel off the east coast of NEW IRELAND,

On 19 May, the following missions were flown against enemy bases in the
MARSHALLS s

Six Corsairs bombed the MILLE radio station area at dawn. No antiaircraft
fire was encountered,

Four Venturas, at 5:30 a.m., bombed WOTJE. Light and medium antiaireraft
fire was encountered.

Twenty-four Corsairs, at 7:30 a.m., bombed WOTJE. These planes scored many
direct hits on magazines and the radio station. Moderate antiaircraft fire was

encount ered.
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During the night of 17-18 May, motor torpedo boats sank an enemy
barge in NAKUDUKUDU BAY, and damaged ancther off BURU FOINT, southwest
coast of NEW IRFELAND., TAKI, on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
was shelled by motor torpedo boats,

On 17 May:

Dive bombers attacked the tdvouac area at HANAHAN MISSION and CAFE
FUTFUTUN, on the east coast BUKA ISLAND.

Fighter bombers started fires at MUGUAI, south interior BOUGATNVILLE
ISLAD, strafed a boat containing several JAFMNESE near PORTOLA ISLAND and
destroyed a bridge at NUMA NUMA, BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND.

Fighter bombers destroyed an enemy barge at BANIU, northeast coast

DUGATNVILIE ISLAND, sprayed a cultivated area at KIETA with Diesel oil
and bombed installations at CHABAT, northwest coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

The VUNAKANAU runway and gun positions were attacked by fighters and
dive bombers. Heavy antiaircraft fire brought down one dive bomber.

Targets at CAPE ST. GEORGE, south NZW IRELAND, were strafed by
Lightnings. Antiaircraft fire badly damaged two Lightnings.

The LAKUNAI, NEW ERITAIN, runway and gun positions were attacked by
dive and torpedo bombers. One dive bomber was shot down by antiaireraft fire.

TOBERA,NEW ERITAIN, and RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked by Mitchells
and Maraudera,

Enemy equipment and installations in the RABAUL Area and ADLER BAY,
NEW BRITAIN, were strafed by fighter planes.

The KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, runway and gun positions were attacked by dive
bombers.

On 18 May, a reconnalssance plane destroyed & float planes, damaged 3
mere and set fire to fuel stores on LAMOTREK ISLAND, CAROLINE ISLANDS. Our
plane was damaged by antisircraft fire,
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At 10:30 a.m. 17 May, 12 Mitchells bombed WAURU installations. Bonbs were
dropped on the dispersal area, power station, antiaircraft positions and east of
the phosphate plant., A large explosion and fire was started., Intense antiair-
craft fire with varied accuracy was encountered.

Twenty-three Iiberators bombed WAKE ISLAND at 10:3C a.m. 17 May. Smoke
visible for 25 miles was cbserved, WILKES ISLAND and PEACOCK POINT were heavily
hit. Two bombers were damaged by heavy, moderate and accurate antiaircraft fire.

At 11:13 a.m. 17 May, PONAPE was bombed by nine Mitchells. Bombs were
dropped on both airfields, the town and dock installations. This area was bombed
on the same day by five photo Liberators, which scored hits on installations at the
seaplane base,

WOTJE was bombed at 12:20 p,m. 17 May by 24 Corsairs, and one Ventura, Hits
were scored on the runway and radio station. Two fighters and the Ventura sustained
minor damage from intense and accurate antiaircraft fire.

The submarine SFEARFISH sank one large and one medium freighter about 300
miles neortheast of CHICHIJIMA.

The submarine LANCE sank five enemy ships, totaling 29,000 tons, off SATPAN.

The submarine FOGY sank a Japanese subamrine off HONSHU, damaged and
probably sank two medium vessels about 180 miles south of TOKIO.

The submarine STEELHEAD sank a trawler by gunfire in the Japanese EMPIRE
waters.
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During the night of 15-16 May KIETA on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, RANTAN ISLANDS,
and gun positions at the mouth of the MIBO RIVER, BOUGAINVILIE ISIAND, were
bombed by night flying Catalinas,

On 16 May:

Reconnaissance planes bombed targets between the MIBD RIVER and SHISHIGATERQ
FLANTATION, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Dive bombers bombed TAHIT, northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and BONIS,
north BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND. One plane was damaged by antiaircraft fire.

Fighter bombers struck at KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Dive and torpedo bombers and Adracobras started fires along the runway and
among revetments at TOBERA, NEW BRITAIN.

VUNAKANAU and RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked by fighter bombers,

Fighter planes sank two barges in MIOKQ HAREOR, NEW BRITATN, and set two
others on fire near JACQUINOT POINT, DUKE OF YCORK ISLAND.

A saw mill installation at KERAVAT, NEW BRITAIN, was bambed by fighters,

MILIE was bombed at 9:40 a.m. 16 May, by 3 Venturas and again by one Ventura
at 2:30 p.mn. No antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Between 6:50 p.m., 16 May and 5:45 a.m. 17 May, & Navy Hellcats, 7 Venturas
and 5 Catalinas bombed installations on TAROA. Meager antlaircraft fire was
encountered.

On 16 May, 4 Venturas dropped bombs on WUIJE, storage tanks and shelter
installations. Antiaireraft fire was light and meager.

During the night of 16-17 May, motor torpedo boats strafed enemy positicns
near the mouth of the MIBO RIVER, southwest coast of BOUGAINVILILE ISLAND. Motor
torpedo boats, patrolling the southwest coast of NEW IRELAND, sank a number of
enemy barges in NAKUDUKUIU BAY, and silenced machine gun positions on the shore
line, Two unidentified planes unsuccesafully attacked these boats. Other motor
torpedo boats, cooperating with Catalinas, exchanged fire with enemy gun positions
at the MELDINA PLANTATION, northeast NEW IRELAND. On 17 May, one of our destroyers
attacked and possibly sank a submarine 130 miles northeast of BUKA ISLAMND.
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On 16 May, a reconnalssance plane bombed end scored hits on a 5,000 ton freighte-
er and a 10,000 ton tanker in TRUK HARBOR. Both vessels probably sank.,

A reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on the PULUTAT airstrip, redio station,
and on the housing area. Meoderate and accurate antisircraft fire demared the plane
and wounded both pilotas,
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Cn 15 Mey at 9:20 a.m., 2 Venturas of FIZET AIR WING 2 droppsd bombs on
the northern end of EMIDJ ISLAMND and JALUIT and PABRIECCE ISLANDS. These
places were again bombed by 2 Venturas at 2:50 p.m. Fo damnzze was observed
in either flight, The antiaircraft fire was light to moderate,

Four Navy Hellcats and 7 dive bombers of the 4TH LARINS AIR WING hit
JALUIT at 3:30 pem, on 16 ¥ay, The fuel tanks at SYDKEY FIZR were struck,
The antiaircraft fire was meager.

VI11E was harassed by two Liarine Dauntless dive bombers on 16 lay at
5:%0 a.m. and again at 10:20 p.m. They delivered 43 25-pound depth charges,
There was no antisireraft fire in spite of the fact that one searchlight
was operative,

On 16 Yay at 11:40 a.m., 5 Hellcats and 7 Dountless dive bombars struck
MILLIE, securing several hits on the operational runway. Thers was nc flak,

During the night of 16 May, 4 Navy Venturas dropped ell their borbs on
TIOLJE, but the results were unobserved. The antiaireraft fire was from light

to meager.

At 5:50 a.m. 16 May, B Corsairs strafed WOTJE, hitting several amall
boats,

TAROA was bombed on 16 May at 9:30 a.m. by & combination of 13 Marine dive
bombers and & Navy fighters. Incendiaries set on fire native buildings recorted-
1y housing enemy suppliss. The runways wera further damaged. Antiaireraft
fire was moderate, damaging, in a minor way, one Dauntless,

On 16 May from dusk to dawn, 3 Coronados struck UCT'S. It is reported
70% of the borbs fell in the barracks and tank area, where a small fire was
started. The meager antiaircraft fire was inacenrate,
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During the night of 14-15 lay, night patrol planes bombed the mouth
of MIB0 RIVER, CAPE FRIENDSHIP, south BOUGAINVILLE, and TSIROGEI, north
BOUGATNVILLE.

During the night of 15-16 May, motor torpedo boats from TREASIRY
ISLAD, while patrelling the southeast coast of BIUGAINVILIE, received
minor hull damape from shore batteries.

On 15 May:

Parsonnel end gun areas at KAMILI wers heavily bombed,

Dauntless dive bombers, aAvengers and Mitchells hit personnel in the
SHORTLAND Area and slso caused fires and damare to buildings,

Fighter sweeps struck at antiaireraft positions st KOROVO, SHORTLAMD
ISLAKDS, and hit installations at KIETA, CHASAI and CAPE FRIZNDSHIP,

Dauntless dive bonbers attocked KAVIZNG, NET IRELAND,

Fighter sweeps in the RABAUL Area strafed 13 barpes in HERAVIA BAY,
and borbed the LAKUNAL strip.

RABAUL was also bombed by Mitchells,
The submarine MTNQD, returning from a war patrol in the S0UTH CHINA

SEA, reports on 22 March she probably damaged three enemy freighters of
a five-ship escarted convoy.
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The enexy's gardens at ARAWA PLANTATION on the east coast of BOUGAINVIILE
wera sprayed with Diesel oll by on Avenger.

Daintless dive bombers and Avengers registered hits on the runways and
gun positions at VUHAKANAU, RADAUL. Two Avenpers wers saveraly damaged by the
antiaireraft fire, while four other planes suffered slight damage,

A fighter bomber sweep over MNorth plantation and the supply and parsonnel
area at VUNARAMAU started large fires, possibly in the oil and gasoline storage
gsaction because blank smoke arcse to 10,000 feet.

At TASALTIT BAY, Varhawks destroyed a large btuilding =nd hit other installa-
tions north of the WARANGOM RIVER.

Varsuder planes and Dmintless dive bombers hit the runway and antiaircraft
positions et LAMUNAT, RABAUL.

From 3 p.m. 14 ¥ay to 3 p.m. 15 Yay, BLUZ patrols on the northeast TCROKINA
parimeter located an enemy hospital area which contained 200 to 250 Jap bodies.

This patrol alsc discovered another hospital and 30 Jap shelters, in which were
found more Jep bodies amd eculpment,

The submarine TILEFISH, on a war patrol in EXPIRE WATERS, reports damaging
one enemy freighter and a destroyer of approximctely 850 tons.
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From 7:55 a.m. 15 May to 5:00 a.m. 16 May, JALUIT was subjected to the
heaviest coordinated concentration of shore-based air power yet shovn in the
CENTRAL PACIFIC. A total of 284 separate sorties were flown, and 240 tons of bomb
wera dropped on the atoll from AGIDYEN ISLAND in northeast PASSASE to South
point by the TTH AIR FORCE Liberators, Army litchells, 4TH MARINE N
Corsairs, Dauntless dive borbers, Navy Helleats and larine Dauntless dive bombers,
Bombing was done from 50 feet to 10,000 feet. The enemy's antiaireraft fire
was meager, but machine gun fire at defended points was moderate., linor demage
was received by one Liberator, 5 Dauntless dive borbers and 3 Corssirs, It is
estimated that the attack was 60% effective,

Cn 15 May at 12:26 p.m., one Liberator hit VILLE, dropping bombs near the
runvay.

From 7:10 p.m. to 11:05 p.m. on 15 lay, 4 Dauntless dive bombers annoyed
MILIE, The flak was meager and inaccurate,

TARCA was bombed by 5 Venturas on 16 May from 1:05 a.m. teo 1:45 a.m. There
vas no antlaireraft fire.

From dusk to dawn on 15 May, 5 Landcats of FLEET AIR WING 2 harassed TARQA,
with small fragmentation bombs,

WCTJE was struck by 4 Venturas ot 2:50 a.m, 16 Vay. There was no antiair-
eraft fire.

During the night of 1l4-15 Lay, mctor torpedo boats from GREEN ISLAND were
bombed by an enemy patrol plane near CAPE GAUEIIS, KW DRITATN, and one crew
member was injured.

During the same night, motor torpedo boats from LWIRAU ISLAND shelled a
small schooner and several hoats near TINGION ISLAND, just west of MNET HACVER,

During the night of 13-14 May, patrol planes from SoPac bombed SIGACUI and
ICUNG PLANTATICN, southwest coast of NEN IRELAND, Installations on SULAFIU and
RANTAN ISLANDS wers also hit.

During 1 Lay, a patrol bomber from SoPac bombed three barges south of
BARTON FIER and strafed another one at CHABAI, north BOUGAINVILIE,

Alracobras and Lightnings bombed NANCGAR and FESSA FLANTATION, HUKA, also
the supply orea at TSIROGEI in the sama vieinity,

Dauntless dive bombers struck at the bivouse areas in TARLSUA, north BOUGAIN-
VILLE,
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At 1:27 p.m. on 1i May, 5 additional Mitchells hit the old end new air-
strip and the dock area at FONAFE, The antiaireraft fire was meager.

Before dawn on 14 May, a search plane dropped four 1,000-pound bombs on a
5,000 ton freighter at TRUE. The results were unobserved, The antiasircraft
fire was intense.

On 14 ¥ay, a search plane bombed the airstrip, strafed the zirfield and
the lighthouse arsa on PULUWAT.

The submarine STURGEON, on 10 May, sank three mediwa-sized enemy freighters
out of a 5-ship escorted convoy, near the BONINS, The tonnsge sunk totaled
13,709 tons,

On 23 April, the submarine SEA DRACON damaged a 3,000 ton enemy freiphter ir
EUFIRE waters.

On 27 April, probably sank a medium-siged freighter,

The submarine SEA HORSE, returning from & patrol in the CENTRAL FACIFIC,
reports os follows:

8 April - of a 3-ship escorted convoy near SATFAN sank 2 enemy freighters.
9 April - of & heavily-escorted convoy, again near SATPAN, sank a medium-
siged enemy freighter,

west of SATPAN damaged an enemy submarine

sank one enemy freighter of a 4=ship escorted convoy west of
SATIPAN.

20 April
26 April

The total tonnage sunk for the cruise was 4 freighters, for 25,667 tons and
one enemy submarine demaged for 655 tons,
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shells from o 20mm gun., One single-engined snemy plane was destroyed. The sscond
flight was intercepted by one enemy bomber and three single-engined planes. One
liberator was damaged. One enemy plane was probably destroyed.

On the night of 11 May, at 11:30 p,m., the old airfield at PCHNAPZ was bembed
by a lLiberator, There was no antiaireraft fire,

On 14 May, at 9150 a,m, and 2:20 p.m., two Venturas of FIZET AIR TING 2,
dropped bombs on JALUIT and ENYSOR ISLANDS, The moderate antiaireraft fire caused
minor damage to one Ventura,

On the same day, at 9:25 a.m. and again at 2:10 p.m., 18 Nevy Hellcats struck
BIIDJ and ENYHOR, JALUIT Atoll, There was no antiaireraft fire,

At 6:30 p.m. on 14 Vay, 2 Yarine Dsuntless planes hit JALUIT and AZNEMAN
ISLMND, A fire was obhserved, The antiaircraft fire was meager.

Throughout the night of 13 May, 3 Coronados annoyed WCTJE., The results
ware not observed. There was no antiaireraft fire,

Acain, on the night of 14 Kay, 3 Coronados were over [OTJE between 10:30 p.m.
and dawn.

At 1115 a.m., on 15 May, 3 Navy Ventura planes hit the central portion of
WOTJE. An explosion and fire were observed. The antiaireraft fire was meager.

At 10400 z2.m. on 14 May, & Liberators of the 7TH AIR FORCE started a [ire
and esxplosion on TAROA. There was no antiaireraft fire.

On 14 May at 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. 15 May, 4 Navy Landcats, in rotation, hit TAROA.

TARCA was also harassed by 5 Venturas on 15 May from 0015 a.m. to 1:25 a.m.
There was no enemy gunfire,

On 14 May, from é:45 p.m., to 1:50 a.m. on the 15th, & Dauntless planes, of
the LTH MARINE WING, hit MILIE in pairs., Antiaircraft fire was meager.

On 14 May, from 9:45 a.m. to 11106 a.m., ANT and JOKAJ ISLANDS were blasted
by 6 Army Mitchells,
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During the night of 12-13 lay, patrol planes from SoFac, coopsrating with
motor torpedo boats, struck CAPE EANUN, north DYAUL ISLAND, MEW IRZLAND, They
also hit gun emplacements on YOUNGS FLANTATION, on the southwest coast of NEV
IRZLAND, and strafed and bomhed CAPE NAMARUDU, KEW IRSLAND,

On 13 Mgy:

Patrol planes started fires in PCATCN FLANTATION, BUKA and bombed KAMILI,
south BOUCATHVILLE,

Liberators bombed BUKA runway.

The supply area southeast of BONIS was attacked by fighters and hombers,
They also started fires at CHABAI, north BOUGAINVILIE, struck at IBU, central
interior of BOUGAINVILLE, and destroyed villages on the NILIA MIMA TRATL,

Avenger plenes caused consternation and woe to the JAFS at VIETA, when they
sprayed the enemy's gardens with Uiesel oil, Ther also destroyed z Jarge house
in the area,

Swesps by fighters through the BISMARCK Area destroyed one barge and damaged
another in LASSUL BAY, near BABAUL, Bridges were strafad ot RANUT BAY. Anti-
aircraft defenses in NAMATAMAL, on the east const of NZW IRELAND were silenced.

Dewrtless dive bombers and Avengers started fires and ceused explosions
in the RATAVAL supply area, RABMIL,

Mitchell bonbers destroyed stores areas at TALILI and bombed coastal dsfense
guns at HAHELA, north BUEA.

Alracobras and Warhawks bombed TALILI.

During the night of 13-14 May, motar torpedo boats from EMIRAU, teaming
up with night patrol planes, scnk three barges near DYAUL ISLAD, NEV IRSLAND.

A supplementary report states that 21 Liberators of the TTH ATR CRCE
bombed in twe flights on the night of 11-12 May, from 11:19 p.n. to 3119 a.m.,
the TAUK airfields at MOZM, PARAY, ETEN and DUBLCN and UDOT. Four fires and
four explosions were started, The first flight was intercepted by two twin-
engined and five singls-engined enamy nlanes. One Liberator was damaged by
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Cn 14 Lay, from 2:20 a.m. to 3:57 a.m., 15 Libsrators of the Tth
Mr Porce bogbed TRUK, perticularly the eirfields on MOZN, PARAM, ETZN,
E32GCH and DUBLON. On MCEN, two large explosions occurred., The antiair-
craft fire was moderate but inaccurate, while three searchlights wera in-
effective. Ome enemy fighter made an ineffectual attempt to intercept.

From 1105 a.m. to 2:01 a.m. on 14 Mey, 3 Liberatora bombed PONAPE.
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SCUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC

Cn 1; Yay, the submarine BOWFIN sank a large freighter of unreported
tonnage 105 miles northwest of FALAU.

On 14 May, the submarine BOMEFISH, operatinz in the waters of SULU
AACHIPELAGD, sank a large oiler,
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Between 8:15 a.m, and 11:40 a.m. 13 May, 22 Mitchells dropped bombs on
NAURU shore installations, including an ammunition dump, phosphate works,
power plant and the airfield, An explosion and a fire were chserved, Two
Uitchells sustained damage by antiaireraft fire.

At 6:32 p.m, 13 lay, one of our planes attacked and possibly sank a sub-
marine about 350 miles northeast of LAST CAPS, MNEW IRELAND,

On 13 May, 4 Corsairs bombed the runways and a light antiaireraft battery
on MILIE, During the night, 6 Dauntless bombed MIIIE, Although some antiair-
craft fire was encountered, our planes sustained no damage,

On 13 Kay, barge comcentrations in SILPSON HARBOR and KERAVIA BAY, NEW
BRITAIN, were attacked by rocket-ecuipped Adracobras, supported by dive and
torpedo bombers. The Alracobras sank 30 to 40 barges and the dive bombers
davaged 7 more. Antiaircraft positions at RABAUL were attacked by dive and
torpedo bombars, as were installations on MATUPI ISLAND, Three dive bombers
sustained light damage. An enemy barge at DUKE OF YORK ISLAND was sunk by an
Adracobra.

On 13 May, the personnel ond airstrip orea at TCBEHA, NEW BRITAIN, was
attacked by Mitchells, dive and torpedo bombers, Lightnings and Airacobras.
A number of fires started,

WOTJE magazines and buildings were bombed by 2l Corsairs and one Ventura
on 13 May. A number of fires were started. lioderate antiaircraft fire damaged
two Corsairs. These planes and three Venturas returned at 12:10 a.m. 14 May
and again bombed the area., No antialrereft fire was encountersd.

Cne Army Liberator dropped bombs on JABCR at 1:45 a.m. 14 May. UMeager
inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Throughout the night of 14 May, & Venturas and 4 Cetalinas bombed TARDA
Two fires started, Antiaireraft fire was meoger and inaccurate,

The submarine PADDLE, operating in the waters west of NEV GUINEA, returned
from patrol and reported as follows:

éggg Danaged
transport or fraighter 9,419 tons 1 freighter 7,300 tons
1 DD Hatsuharu cless 1,362 tons
Total s 787 tons
- 1034 -
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On the night of 11-12 May, KOKONAI FLANTATION and other installations on
south SHORTLAMD ISLAND were bombed by night flying Catalinas, Catalinas bombed
BONIS PLANTATICN, north BOUGALNVILLE ISLAND, ARIGUA PLANTATION, east coast
BOUSAIMVILLE ISLAND, PANARAS FLANTATICH, south central coast NE4 IRELAND, KAVIENG
TONN and airstrip, NEW IRZLAID.

At 7125 a.m, 12 May, 5 Marine Corsairs boambed the rumway on UILIE. These
planes re-armed at LAJUROD and later again bombed MIILH, Meager, inaccurate anti-
gireraft fire was encountered., All of our pleanes returned without damage, At
11:20 a.m. 12 May, 3 Navyr Venturas bombed the barracks area on L'TIIE, That night,
four Marine Dmuntless dropped bombs with unobserved results,

WUTJE antisireraft batteries and the radio station were bombed and strafed
by 24 Marine Corsairs at 8:30 a.m. 12 May., Later, at 10:30 a.m., a Ventura bombed
the building area. No antiaircraft fire was encountered.

E0DJ was bombed by & Venturas between 9:15 a.m. and 11:35 a.m. 12 May.
Numerous sxplosions wers cbserved on ZNTECR ISLAND, OCur planes returned without
demage. Two other Venturas dropped hombs on AINEMAY ISLAND with uncbserved results,

Batwesn 9:30 a.m, and 10:58 a.m, 12 May, 11 Mitchells bembed antiaireraft
batteries and other installstions on RINJ. Meager antiaireraft fire was encounter-
ed, but our planes sustained no damage.

At 1:25 p.m. 12 May, 3 Mitchells bombed FUMAPE airfields and bombarded the
area with 75mm cannon, Antiaireraft fire was meager and inaccurate,

At 1:40 p.m, 12 May, 7 Navy Helleats and 16 Marine Dauntless bombed TAROA.
lioderate antiaircraft fire shot down one plane, but the crew was recovered. Later,
between 7 p.m, and B:40 p,m., TABDA was harassed by a Catalina,

During the night of 12-13 May, gunboats destroyed a Japanese fleld gun crew
in the EMPRESS AUCUSTA BAY Area, Lotor torpedo boats destroyed a barge near
LEBAU ISLAND, Cther motor torpedo boats and a Catalina sank a loaded barge at
HORCQUIRA FOINT, southeast BOUGATMVILLE ISLAND,

On 13 May, Adracobras and Warhawks attasked piers and other installati ons
at PCRTON PLANTATICON, northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and the BUKA airstrip,
Fighter planes attacked RAWI POINT and CAFE LAMBERT, NEW ERITAIN, with unreport-
ed results. Cne fighter plane was downed aznd one other was demaged by antiair-
craft fire, The SCRUM and CHABAL supply areas on BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND were attack-
ed by dive bozbers. Hesults were not reported,
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L CEN F. 1d
Severcl buildings and fuel stocks were destroyed.

During the night of 11-12 May, motor torpedo boats and Catalinas
bombed and strafed installations on POPORANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND ISLAND area.

The submerine TAUT(G, operating in the KURILES, EMFIRE areas, sank
L freighters. The tonnage was not reported.
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On the night of 10-11 May, a reconnaissance plane attacked three
barges, south of LULUAT, southeast coast of BCUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and bombed
KIETA, on the east coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Catalinas and motor tor-
pedo boats bombed and strafed instellations in the area ssutheast of MNEW
HANOVER, north of NEW IRELAND. Catalinas bombed the KAVIENG TOWN air strip
and coastal guns on SELAPIU ISLAND.

JALUIT was attacked by 3 Navy Venturas at 8:;17 a.m., and again at
1:45 pems, 11 May. Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered during the
second attack.

Seven Mitchells attacked JALUIT, at 815, a.m., and egain at 2:20 p.m.,
11 May. Bombs wers dropped on the southern buillding ares., Meager antiair-
craft fire was encountered.

Cn 11 May, 6 Mitchells bombed LANGAR ISLAND, north of PONAFE ISLAND.
Due to overcast, results were not observed.

WOTJE was attacked by 7 Mitchells at 9130 a.m., and again at 1:25 p.m.,
11 May. HNo antiaircraft fire wes encountered.

At 12:15 p.m., 11 May, 23 Corsairs and 1 Ventura bombed WOTJE. Over-
cast prevented observation of results.

At 2:30 p.m,, 11 May, & Corsairs bombed antisircraft batteries on MILIE.
Meager and inaccurate antiaircraft fire was encountered.

A reconnaissance plane bombed the KUSAIE air strip on 11 May. Ancther
recormalssance plane shot down & medium bomber (Sally), 425 miles northwest
of P(NAFE.

On 11 May, the coastal gun areas at CAPE NAMARUDU, NEW IRELAND, and
BORPOP, NEW IRELAND, were bombed by dive and torpedo bombers. Lightaings,
Adraccbras and Warhawks, attacked targets at CHABAI and PORTON, northwest
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, killed a number of enemy persomnnel along the east coast
of BUKA ISLAND, and started firee at MAWARAKA, EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. In these missions, only two planes sustahed damage by antiaircraft
fire,

During 11 May, dive, torpedc bombers and Mitchells bonbed airdrome in-
stallations at TOBERA and VUNAKAMAU, NEW BRITAIN. Two planes were damaged by
antiaireraft fire. These arsas were again attacked by Liberators, fighter
bombers and Lightnings. A number of fires started in the personnel and supply

areas west of TOBERA. The RABAUL coastal area was swept by motor torpedo bosta,
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During the night of 10-11 May, 3 enemy barges were sunk by motor torpedo
boats six miles northwest of the PANARAS PLANTATION, northwest coast of NEW
IRFLAND, Motor torpedo boats end Catalinas strafed end bombed a gun poai-
tion on the sast end of SELAPIU ISLAND, south of IMNEW HANOVER., One motor
torpeds boat sustained minor damage when attacked off the south central coast
of MEW IRELAND by a float plane.

A Ventura shot down one enemy float plane over HATUPI, NEW ERITAIN, an
the morning of 1l YKay,.

The submarine JACK completed a patrel of the FORUOSA Area, and reported
ay follows:

Sunlc

2 T5=ton trawlears

1l 125=ton trawler
Total - 200 tons
Frobab,

1 7500=ton freighter
3 LOOO=ton freighters
Total = 19,500 tons

red
1 medium freighter - 4,000 tons
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During the night of B=9 Yay reconnaissance planes bombed KAVIENG, MEW
IRELAND., Two barges muth of CHASAI, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were
strafed, as were installations on northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Motor
torpedo boats and cooperating Catalinas attacked targets on the northwest
coast of NEW IRELAND and southeast of NEW HANOVER., The area betwean LULUAT
FOINT to TONOLEI, southeast BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, was strafed by reconnaissance
planes,

On 9 May, fighter bombers attacksd the LAKUNAI, NEW BRITAIN, airstrip.
Results were not reported. Antiaireraft fire damaged one Warhawk. On the
same day, dive bombers scored hits on gun installations ot BORPCP, NEW
IRELAMD, and CAFS NAMARUDU, east cocst of NEW IRELAND. Fighter planes set
fire to buildings at TAMBAKER FOINT, southwest NEW IRELAIU, and attacked a
number of trucks, southwest of VUNAKANAU, RABAUL Area, FEW BRITAIN.

Dive bombers end Litchells, on 9 May, started fires on S0OHANA ISLIND,
northwest of BCUGAINVILIE ISLAYD, and struck gun installations at HAHELA,
south BUKA, and the DBONIS airstrip, north BCUGAINVILIE ISLAND, Other dive
bombers bombed KERUKERUATL ISLAND, SHORTLAND ISLAND Area.

During 9 May, 33 Airacobras and 3 Lightnings completed ten missions
against targets at FORTON and CHABAI, rorthwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. In
addition, a barge was sink and three others damaged, An ammunition dump
near AITARA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE, was probably destroyed, Several build-
ings at KIETA, southeast BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND, were also attacked and destroy-
ed., Ten Lightnings attacked the BONIS airstrip but results were not reportad,

During 10 Kay, reconnaissance planes attacked targets on northwest
BOUGADNWVILLE ISLAND, and the area between LONOITU and MAMAGETA, southwest
BOUGATMVILLE ISLAND. 18 missions were completed by fighter bombers, and in
these attacks a village at SCHWARZE PULNT, on the east coast of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, was destroyed. An oil barge off the northwest coast of BOUGATNVILLE
ISLAND was set on fire,

Throughout 10 Mey, Mitchells struck targets In BUKA FASSAGE end EQNIS
girfield installations, north BOUGADNVILLE ISLAD. Large fires at MATUFI,
RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, were started by Mitchells, Dive and torpedo
bombsrs hit LAKUNAT, }EW BRITAIN, airfield instsllations, One dive and one
torpedo bomber were shot down and six other planes damsged bjr heavy anti-
aireraft fire encountered at LAKUNAI, The TOBERA airstrip wes attacked by
fighter bombers and dive bombers bombed KAVIENG airfield installations and gun
positions at CAFE KAMARUDU, 1GGT IRELAND. Seven planes were damaged by antiair-

craft firs,
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During the night of 9-10 May, 14 Liberstors bombed ETEN, NOEN, PARAN,
DUELCH, UDOT, ULALU, in the TRUK ATOLL. A possible hit was scored on a de-
stroyer northwest of MCEN. Although four enemy planes were airborne , they
did not attack. Meager inaccurate antiaireraft fire was encountered.

During the night of 9-10 May, 1 Liberator dropped bombs on TONAPE TOWN
and another on CROLUK, CAROLINE ISLANDS,

At 8130 p.m., 10 May, 3 Liberators bombed WAKE. Dus to clouds, results
were uncbserved. No antiaircraft fire was encountered,

Cn 10 May, a reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on the KUSAIE landing
strip. Results were not reported.



UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
9 a.m. 12 May 194).

SCUTH AND CIMTRAL FACIFIC (Cont'd,)

On 8 ¥ay, a reconnalssance plane bombed AU0 ISLAND, CARCLINE ISLAND.

The submarine TINOSA sank an eremy trawler, by ganfire, on 8 Ly,
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On the same night, motor torpedo boats and cooperating Catalinas attacked
the KIRCMIRA MISSION, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

9 a.m, 11 May 1944.

: Hﬂm ISLAND, in PULUWAT ATOLL, was bombed by & reconnaissance plane
on -

At 8100 a.m., § May, 6 Mitchells bombed FONAFE. Due to clouds, results
were not observed. One Mitchell sustained minor damage by antiaircraft fire.

At 8:12 a.m., 9 May, MIILE wes attacked by 7 Marine Deuntless and L
Navy Hellcats, Meager antiaircraft fire damaged one Dauntless. Later, at
1:30 p.m,, B Corsairs bombed the MILLE bivouac area and started a small fire.
Moderate antiaireraft fire was encountared.

At 8:28 a.m., 9 May, a recormaissance plane shot down an ensmy medium
bomber, 75 miles southeast of TRUK.

EMIDJ was bombed by 10 Mitchells between 9:00 a.m., and noon, 9 May.
Resultas were not reported. MUMeager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

On the early afterncon of 9 May, WOTJE was attacked by 10 Mitchells.
A number of bombs fell in the tank area. Results were not reported. At
2940 p.m., WOIE wes strafed and bombed by 22 Corsairs and 1 Ventura. Bombs
fell in the magazine area and the north coastal battery area. Antiaireraft
fire was moderate.

At 2:42 pem., 7 May, 11 Army Liberators bombed FQNAFE. A small fire
was started in the town. Two of the bombers were damaged by moderate amti-
alrcraft fire.

Twelve Havy Hellcats and 13 Marine Dauntless, attacked TAROA at 2:L8 pum.,
9 May. Results wera not reported.

The submarine TAMBCR, operating west and northwest of the MARIANAS,
scored two hits on & 5,000 ton enamy freighter.

The submarine 3SARGO, operating southeast of YOKOHAMA, sank a medium
freighter and poasibly one other.
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During the night of 5-6 May, night flying Catalinas attacked the
PCRTCN and SORAKEN PLANTATIONS, northwest BOUGAINVILIE ISIAND. Fires
were also started in installations on RANTAN ISLAND, off the southeast
coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

On 6 May, Liberators, Lightnings and Airaccbras, started fires and
explosions in the TALILI, NEW BRITAIN, supply area. Liberatora bambed
the TOBERA rumwey. Fires and explosions were started by dive and torpedo
bombers at RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, while fighter planes attacked enemy barges
in LIGUAN BAY, NEW ERITAIN. Ome Liberator, two torpedo bombers and cne
unidentified plane, were damaged by antiaircraft fire in these operations.

TALILI installations, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were ettacked by
Liberators, on & May. During the same day, Airacobras and VWarhawks started
firea on the PORTON FLANTATION, northwest BOUCAINVILLE ISLAND, and sank an
enemy barge in the vieinity.

During the night of 6-7 May, motor torpedo boats destroyed a berge
and strafed snemy personnel near the DUNUP FLANTATION, on the scuth coast
of NEV IRELAND, These boata were ineffectively attacked by an enemy float-
plane. Gunboats sank seven enemy barges and started explosions near the
JABA RIVER, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On & May, & recomnaissance plane bombed the BORPOP, NEW IRELAND, air
strip. Throughout the day, targets in the RABAUL area, NEW BRITAIN, were
attacked by our aircraft. VUNAKANAU airdrome installations were attacked
by 18 dive bombers. TOBERA airdrome installations were attacked by fighter
bombera and two grounded ememy planes possibly destroyed. An ensmy barge,
near RABAUT, NEW BRITAIN, was sunk by an Airacobra, and a Liberator bombed
RABAUL TOWN, with unreported results. Dive bombers struck at installations
near NAMARUDU and gun positions at BORPOP, east coast of NEW IRELAND.
Several of the dive bombers sustained damage by enemy antiaireraft fire.

During & May, BUXA coasstal guns and installations on HAHELA and
SOHAMNA ISLAND, were attacked by Mitchells. Thirty-five Airacobras and 3
Warhawks attacked many targets on BOUGAINVILILE ISLAND. Installations at
NUMA NUMA, KIETA end TABUT, on the east coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were
destroyed and two large explosions were observed nesr the BONIS air strip,
north BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 8-9 May, motor torpedo boats exchanged fire with
large enemy guns emplaced on the northeast tip of NEV IRELAND and at YOUNG
PLANTATION, northwest NEN IRELAND. Cur boates escaped injury. These gun
positions were later bambed and strafed by Catalinas and motor torpedo boats,
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During the night of 6-7 May, night flying Catalinas attacked installa-
tions at KAVIENG, PANAPOI, NEW HANOVER and KARA, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Coastal gun areas, near CAPE FRIENDSHIP and on RATAN ISLAND, southeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND, were bombed by Mitchells, on the morning of 7 May. Dur-
ing the afterncon, dive and torpedo bombers started fires and explesions on
SOHANNA ISLAND and PCRTON PLANTATIMN, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAKD, while
fighter bombers struck at targets along the west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

On 7 May, a reconnaissance plane sttacked three enemy barges and of these
sank one near CHABAI, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAKD. Dive bombers attacked and
probably destroyed a number of coastal guns an CAPE NAMARCDU, north esntral
coast of NEW IRELAND., Lightnings and Alracobras bombed targets on the east
coast of BUKA ISLAND and started fires on the PORTON FLANTATION, northwest
BOUGADNVILLE ISLAND. Hits were scored on gun positions at MOTUFENA, west coast
of DOUGAINVILLE ISLAKD, Two Alracobras sustained damage by antiaircraft fire,

During the night of 7-8 May, motor torpedo boats sank two enemy berges
near DUBLON FLANTATION, northeast coast of NEW IRELAND, and set on fire another
barge in the vicinity of the JABA RIVER, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. Other motor torpeds boats sank a barge, damaged another and probably
sank a sampan northwest of CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On the morning of & May, a nuaber of our destroyers exchanged fire with
& six-inch shore battery, located on the east end of FOPRANG ISLAND, southeast
of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were not reported.

At 8:57 a.m., B May, six Mitchells bombed the building area and set on
fire one bullding on ENYBOR, JALUIT ATCLL. ENYBOR was agein attacked by aix
other Mitchells at 1:26 p.m. No antiaircraft fire was encountered during both
attacks.

WOTJE was bombed by 6 Mitchells at 9:30 a.m., 8 May, and again by six
Mitchells at 12:52 p.m, MNo antisireraft fire was encountered.

Between 1:16 p.m,, and 2145 p.m., 8 May, 6 Army Uitchells bombed the two

airfields on PONAFE ISLAND., Results were uncbeserved. Moderate but inaccurate
antiaireraft fire was sncountered.
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On 7 May, the submarine SILVERSIDES, operating in the vieinity of
GUAM, damaged a freighter or passenger vessel with one torpedo hit.
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buring the night of 5-6 May, & reconnaissance plane bombed targets in
EAUT BAY, south southeast of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. On the same night, motor
torpeds boats probably destroyed two enemy barges off the southwest coast of
BOUGAZRVILLE ISLAND, and on the morning of 6 May, motor torpede boats sank
4 barge and strafed installations on SELAPIU ISLAND, near KAVIENG, N&! IRELAND.

ALET ISLAWD gun positions, in PULUWAT, were bombed during the night of
5-6 May, by a recannalssance plane with unreported results,

At 7:22 aume, © Kay, 7 Corsairs attacked gun installations on KILIE,
Later, 6 Corsairs attacked MILIE twice. Results were not reported,

EMIDJ instellations were attacked by 10 Mitchells between 2157 a.m.,
and 9155 a.m., 6 May. Moderate antiaircraft fire damaged one Witchell,

One Ventura dropped bombs on WCTJE, at 8:28 a.m., 6 May. No antiair-
craft fire was encountered. Later, at 12:07 paita, 10 kitchells bombed the
northern sector of WOIJE, with unreported results, No antiaireraft fire was
encountered. Again, between 6:19 p.m., and 10:35 p.m., & May, 13 Army Lib-
erators bombed WOTJE. Results were not reported, Meager antiaireraft fire
was encountered,

At 10:03 aum., 6 My, 4 Helleats attacked JALUIT. Results were not re-
ported.,

At 10415 a.m., 6 May, 8 Mitchells bombed the POWAPE airfields and sea-
plane base. Results were not reported. Meager and inaccurate antlaireraft
fire was encountered,

Between 1:11 a.m., and 2:08 a.m., 6 May, 10 of 12 Liberators bombed ETEN,
FARAN, DUBLON and MOEN, in the TRUK ATOLL. Antiaircraft fire was meager. (ne
bomber failed to return.

Sixteen Karine Dauntless and 10 Navy Hellecats attacked MALOELAP, on 6 May.
Bombs were dropped on the radio station and stores on two islets northwest of
TARCA, Fires were started.

A recornaissance plane, on 7 May, shot down a four-engined enemy bomber,
170 miles north of PULUWAT.
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Seven Marine Corsairs dropped bombs on MILLE antisireraft batteries
at 12105 pum., 4 May, No antiairoraft fire was encounterad,

During the morning of 5 May, the TOBERA, NEY BRITAIN, air strip and
personnel area, was sttacked by dive snd medium bambers. Antiaireraft
fire shot down one bomber. The dispersal and runway areas at LAKUNAI,

NEW BRITAIN, were attacked by fighter bombers and fires started. Four
Lightnings were damsged by antisircraft fire, Q(un installations at BORPOP,
NEW IRELAND, were attacked by dive bombers and fighters, strafed an oil
barge, four trucks and about 20 of the enemy persommel near RABAUL. Ome
Corsair sustained damege.

On 5 May, BUKA ISLAND gun positions were bombed by Mitchells, and
SCRUM on the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was attacked by dive
bombers. Airaccbras started fires among supplies st CHABAI, northwest
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while Warhawks struck at KIETA installatios, south-
west BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Throughout the day, 34 Airaccbras, in 11 missions,
struck BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND targets, destroyed an ammunition dumn and other
installations.

At 10115 a.m., 5 May, EMIDJ magazine area was bombed by 12 Mitchells.
Results were not reported. No antiaircraft fire was emncountersd,

A magazine and coastal batteries on TARQA were bombed by 12 Navy Hell-
cats and 16 Marine Yauntless, at 10120 a.m., 5 May, A direct hit was scared
on & gun emplacement, The island was strafed and photographed. Ome dive
bomber sustained minor damage from moderate antisircraft fire.

At 10:35 a.m., 5 May, & Corsairs bombed sntiaireraft positions on MILIE.
Cne Corsair was damaged by moderate accurate antiaireraft fire. Prior to this
attack, 6 Corsairs had bombed MILIE at 7:15 a.m.

PCHAFE TOWN and the dock area was struck by 39 of Ll Ammy Liberators,
between 11:57 a.m., and 12:30 p.m., 5 May. Fires and explosions were observed.
Moderate antiaireraft fire damaged one plane. One bamber is reported miseing,

Detween 1:54 pem., and 2:48 pem., 5 May, 12 Witchells bombed WOTVE and
exploded a magazine. No entiaircraft fire was encountered. The following day,
at 11:00 a.m,, WOTJE was attacked by 2 Merine Corsairs and one Navy Ventura.
Moderate antiaircraft fire was encountered, but results of this attack were

not reported.

Installaticns, in the southwest interior and on the northeast coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by a reconnalssance plane, on 5 May. KAVIENG,

NEW IRELAND, was alsc bombed,
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The submarine TANG rescued eleven officers and eleven enlisted men of
approximately thirty reported miseing in the carrier task force strike
(T.F. 58), against TRUK, 29-30 April.

mrmg.t.h- night of 3=k May, night flying Catalinas attacked targets
in ADLER BAY, northeast MNEW BRITAIN, and strafed enemy perscnnel near CAFE
INUS, northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

On 4 May, dive and torpedo bombers attacked airdrome installations at
EAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Antiaircraft fire shot down one Corsair, but the pilot
was recovered. Enemy coastal guns at BORPOP, east NEW IRELAND, were attacked
by dive bombers, many fires were started in supply dumps, and bulldings were
destroyed at MATUPI ISLAND, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN,

During & May, Mitchells started fires and explosions at TALILI, NEW
BRITAIN. Two Mitchells were damaged by antimireraft fire. Fires were started
along the VUNAEANAU air strip, RABAUL Ares, NEW BRITAIN, by L3 fighter bombers.
TOBERA, NEW ERITAIN, was attacked by two Liberators, but results were not re-

pﬂrt-ld.

On I May, fighter planes strafed installations and equipment in the RABAUL
Area, and DUKE OF YORK ISLAND, NEW BRITAIN. The east coast of BOUGAINVILIE
ISIAND was attscked by Lightnings, and some installations at TINPUTS were de-
stroyed. An enemy barge at KORAMINA, southeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND,
was aleo destroyed. Liberators attacked the KAHILI airdrome, south BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISIAND, with unreported results.

During the night of 4=5 May, gunboats strafed enemy installations, south
of TEKESSI, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, Motor torpedo boats
destroyed two enemy barges in an undisclosed location, Other motor torpedo
boats engaged an enemy floatplane and enemy guns on CAFE NAMORADA, east coast
of HEW IRELAND. Apparently our boats sustained no damage.

On 5 May, reconnaissance planes attacked 5 and sank 3 small enemy merchant
vessels, 40 miles northeast of PULUWAT,CARCLINE ISLANDS.

At 11:01 p.m., 5 May, three of our motor torpedc boats engaged five enemy
armored barges, two enemy floatplanes, and shore batteries off RATAN ISLAND,
southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. In this engagement motor torpedo boat No. 247
was lost. The following casualties were suffered: one officer missing, one
officer and one man seriously wounded. Thirteen of the perscnnel were re-

covered,
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strafed supplies at KABANGA FLANTATION, east coast of NZW IRELAND, BUEA

ISLAND coastal puns and installations et KIETA and NUMA NUMA, central east
coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by firhter planes on the same day,

During the night of 3-4 lay, motor torpedo boats senk an enemy barge
west of MIK MIX ISLAMD, off the northwest coast BOUGADNVILLE ISLAND, and anbther
barge near EMPRZSS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, Other torpedo bosts
damaged 2 of 5 heavily armed enemy barges off RANTAN ISLAND, southeast
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, An attacking enemy float plane caused some damage to
our motor torpedo boats, but no personnel casualties,

At 7:10 s.m. 4 May, 21 Corsairs and one Ventura bombed antiaireraft
batteries on WOTJE, This attack was followed by eight Liberators and later
by 12 Mitchells, & planes were damaged by antiaireraft fire,

At 8:25 a.m, 4 Yay, 6 Corsairs attacked MIILE antiaireraft batteries,
Yo antiaircraft fire was encountered.

The mogaszine area on EMIDJ ISLAND in JALUIT Atoll was bombed by 12
Mitchells on the morning of 4 May. Yesger and inaccurate sntiaircraft
[ire was encountered,

At 2:00 p.m. 4 May, 10 Dauntless attacked TAROA antiaireralt batteries.
loderate antieireraft fire damaged two of the dive bombers., A similar
force of aireraft followed 20 minutes later and attacked the same area.

At 6:08 p.m, 4 lay, £ Venturas bombed the scutheast runway and barracks
area on NAURU ISLAND. Intense antiaircraft fire slightly damaged 1 Ventura,

The submarine HARDER returned from patrel of the WCLEAI ISLAND area and
reported the following results:

Sunk - 1 FUBUKI class DD 1,700 tons
1 freighter tons
Total - 5,250 tons

Damaged and probably sunk -
1 FUBUKI class DD 1,700 tons
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At about 7:50 a.m, 2 May, 9 Mitchells bombed the JALUIT building area
and radie installations on EMIDJ. Meager and inaccurate antialreraft fire
was encountered,

i 9135 a,m, 2 May, 6 Corsairs and an unreported mumber of Hellcats
attocked Mille antiaireraft installations. Large fires and explosions were
started, These planes, after rearming at MAJURD, egain attacked MILLE at
1:45 p.m. Prior to the first attack, 6 Hellcats strafed antiasireraft batteries,

At 9:50 e.m, 2 May, 13 Dauntless bombed VCTJE., Many small firss were
seen. HNo antiaireraft fire was encountered,

TAROA was strafed by 4 Hellecats at 9:15 &.m. 2 May, Later, at 2:25 p.m.,
7 Dauntless and 4 Hellcats attacked TAROA. Meager antiaircraft fire was
encountered and one or more of our plares failed to raturm,

Between 7:58 p.m, and 10:59 p.m, 2 Mgy, eight Armmy Liberators were over
THUK. Bomba started fires on ETEN and DUSLON ISLANDS. Hits were scored on
searchlight batteries and airstrips. Moderate and inaccurate antiaircraft
fire was encountered, Two enemyr night fighters were in the air, but did not
attack. A1l of owr planes returned without casualties.

One Liberator started a large fire in the PONAPE TOVN Area at 10:07 p.m,
2 May.

During the night of 2-3 May, reconnailssance planes dropped bombs on
BORPOP and CAFE NAMARODU, east coast of NEV IRELAND. Other reconnalssance
planes on 3 Msy bombed targete on the northwest coast of BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND
and strafed PORORAN ISLAND, off the west coast of BUKA ISLAND, Search planes
also bombed KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

Cn 3 May, fires were started in the VUNAKANAU supply area, KE§ BRITAIN,
by 34 dive bombers. Other dive bombers and torpedo planes attacked the VUNA-
KANAU airstrip and gun installetions, Bridges in the vicinity were attacked
and destroyed. Antiaireraft fire damaged 9 planes.

On the same day, the TOBERA supply area, NEW BRITATN, was struck by
fighter hombers. LAKUMAI revetments and antiaireraft positions were alsc
attacked, Warhawks set fire to huts on PORORAN ISLAND and other fighters
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The submarines PARCHE, BANG and TINOSA, sank two freighters and damaged
three on 1 May, 70 miles off the northwest coast of LUZ(H. On 4 May, these
submarines, in a coordinated attack, sank one tanker, five freightars, cne
destroyer and damaged two freighters, south of FORMOSA.

The submarine SKATE damaged and possibly sunk an 8,500 ton frelighter,
215 miles northwest of CHICHIJIMA.

The submarine GUAVINA, on 25 April, sank a large freighter, and, on 26
April, sank two medium freighters. In addition, on 22 April, a trawler was

damaged by gunfire.

The submarine HALIBUT, sank one medium freighter, one coastzl minelayer,
one sampan and damaged two medium freighters northeast of FORMOSA.

The following is a summary of successes achieved by the submarine REDFIN,
in a patrol of the PHILIFFINE area.

SUNK TS
1 DD - FUBUKI Class 1,700
1 AD 10,000
1 Freighter 4,000
1 Freighter 7,500
1 Freighter
TOTAL — y3
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Reconnaissance planes bombed the VONAPAI air astrip at KAVIENG, NEW
IRELAND, during the night of 1-2 May. Antiaircraft fire damaged onse

On 2 Mey, dive and torpedo bombers attacked TOEERA, NEW ERITAIN, air-
drome installations. Two of our planes were shot down by heavy antisir-
eraft fire and a number of others sustained damage.

Mitchells bombed TALILI and MATUPI, NEW BRITAIN, at noon, 2 May. Large
fires and explosions were cbserved. Antiaircraft fire damaged two Uitchells,

On 2 May, buildings on the VUMAKAMBI plantations near RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN,
were attacked and seat on fire by 30 fighter bombers. Fighter planes aest
on fire 3 trucks and 3 beached barges in MATAGUNA BAY, NENV IRELAND. Dive
bombers struck at BUKA ISLAND coastal guns and fighter planes strafed tar-
geta along the southesast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 2-3 May, motor torpedo boats damaged & small enemy
vessel and a barge east of NUSALAUA ISLAND, south of NEW HANOVER.

At 8:02 a.m., 3 May, TAROA antiaircraft batteries were bombed by 10
Dauntless and 4 Hellcats. Forty minutes later, a similar force again struck
the area. Modsrate antisircraft fire dameged 3 Dauntless.

Between 8:25 a.m,, and 9:02 a.m., 3 May, Mitchells bombed the radic
station on AINEMAN ISLAND, JALUIT ATOLL.

WOTJE antiaireraft gun installations were bombed by Mitchells between
11:3, a.m., and 1122 p.m., 3 May. No antiaircraft fire was encountered.
Later, at 1:45 p.m., 2 Corsairs and 1 Ventura, bombed shore installations
on WOTJE. Intense light caliber antiaircraft fire damaged the Vemtura.

MILLE installations were attacked by 5 Corsairs at 12:25 p.m., 3 May.
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On 1 May, dive and torpedo bombers attacked gun positione near RABAUL,
NEW BRITAIN, destroyed three and damaged three six-inech guns. Enemy an-
tiaircraft fire shot down one dive bomber and damaged one torpedo bomber.
The pilot of the destroyed plane was recovered,

At noon, 1 May, dive and torpedo bombers started fires at VUNAKAMBI,
RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, and fighter planes set on fire two barges in
EERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN. One Corsalr failed to return. On the same day,
Mitchells bombed coastal gun installatiens at BORPOP, NEY IRELAND.

During 1 May, 38 Airacobras attacked mumerous targets along the coast

of DUKA ISIAND and BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Buildings at TINPUTS MISSION,
northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were destroyed.
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two barges, one of which was carrying 15 Jape and supplies and alsc damaged
two other barges. Trucks and houses in the RABAUL area were set on fire.

Fighter sweeps strafed and bombed supply areas and installations on
BOUGAINVILIE and in BUKA.
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On 1 May, at 10:2C a.m., 42 Army Liberators hit WAKE ISLAND. 4 large
explosion occurred at the north end. The antimircraft fire was moderate.
Two of our planes suffered slight damage. Three snemy planes were over the
target but offered no interception.

In the interval between 7:50 a.m., and 2:10 p.m., 1 May, 13 Marine
Corsairs hit MILLE. One direct hit was secured on an antiaireraft gum.
There was no antiaircraft fire.

On 1 May, at 10:55 a.m., 4 Hellcats and 10 Marine Dauntless planes
bombed TARCA. The antiaircraft fire was meager.

WOTJE was struck by 10 Marine Dauntless planes, on 1 May, at Bi1l5 a.m.
The antisireraft fire was weak. One hit was secured on an antiaircraft
battery which caused a small explosion,

On 1 May, at 8120 a.m., 8 Mitchells blasted PONAFE and started a large
explosion and fire on the old airfield. The antiaireraft fire was moderate.

Eleven Mitchells hit JALUIT, on 1 May, from 8:15 a.m., to 9120 a.m,
The antiaireraft fire was meager and inaccurate,

During the night of 29-30 April, patrol planes from SOPAC, hit KAVIENG
and BORFOP, NEW IRELAND.

On 30 April, patrol planes bombed MOSIGA and other installations in the
northeast part of BOUGAINVILLE.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers struck the runways and antiaircraft
guns at LAKUNAI, RABAUL. It appears that the antiaircraft fire destroyed
one Dauntless dive bomber.

Sixteen Dauntless dive bombers and 12 Avengers attacked RATAVAL, RABAUL.

Mitchell bombers and Dauntless dive bambers destroyed two buildings and
caused fires in VUNAKAMBI FLANTATION.

Lightnings and Warhawks started fires in the revetments and caused a large
explosion on the runway at VUNAKAMAU, RABAUL.

Two Liberators attacked RAPCPO. One plane was damaged by antiaircraft
fire.

Fighter sweeps set on fire houses on the east coast of NEW IRELAND, ex-
ploded an enemy floatplane, demaged an ensmy motor torpedo boat, destroyed
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Following their operations against HOLLANDIA, task forces of the
Pacific Fleet, under commend of Vice Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, attacked
other enemy bases in the Central Pacific.

Installations in the TRUK ATOLL were blasted by carrier aireraft on 30
April and 1 May. On the first day, the Jap planes came out all bright eyed
and bushy-tailed. There was intense antiairecraft fire and weak but deter-
mined bambing runa by enemy bombers. At least sixty enemy planes were shot
dowmn by our fighters and five by our ship's gunfire. Sixty ememy grounded
planes were destroyed. On the second day, only one enemy plane appearsd and
he was quickly liquidated. During the second day, the intense antizircraft
fire prevailed again. Many fires were started on the islands in the atell,
and it is believed considerable destruction was wrought on shore installa-
tions by approximately 800 tons of bombs dropped in the two day's attack.

It is believed the saddened Japs still living on TRUE will need much
shipping such as that is today, to rebuild their base. HNo important enemy
ships were encountered.

It is reported that the destroyer MacDonough \mdoubtedly sunk & Jap
submarine because articles were recoverad indicating that they belonged to

the anemy.

On 1 May, cruisers, under the command of Rear Admiral J. B. Olendorf,
bomberded SATAWAN ISLAND, NAMOI ATOLL, for two hours and created consterna-
tion.

On 2 May, PONAFE was attacked by carrier-based aircraft and shelled
by battleships commanded by Vice Admiral W. A. Lee, The results are unknown,
but it is a certainty that havec was done.

None of our ships was damaged in any of these cperations. Preliminary
reports indicate that about 20 pilots and 15 men are missing, but some of
them were recoversd by the courageous and efficlent work of the submarine

TANG. Our plane losses wers light. It is reported that the low ceiling,
prevailing over the target area, and the intense antlaircraft fire, accounted
for the majority of the planes shot domm.

In ite last day, off HOLLANDIA, this task force shot down five enemy
ssarch planea,
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I one thousand pound bombs. It also strafed ETEN and MOEM ISLAKD airstrips,
The antiaircraft fire wes intense,

’ The submarine HAKE, returning from & war patrol, reports as follows:

27 March - In the evening, in KARTMATA STRAIT, western BORMNEO, in
a submerged attack, sunk a large unescorted oil tanker,.

2 April = Barly in the morning, in an attack on a five ship escorted
convoy, damaged an enemy freighter. This attack occurred east of SINGAPORE
STRAIT.

2 April - An hour later, a little to the southwest, sank a large escorted
oil tanker,

A summary of the damage inflicted on the enemy indicates the sinking of
two large oil tankers for a total of 20,405 tons and the damaging of an snemy
freighter for an estimated 6,000 tons,
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On 26 April, & Japs, attempting to escape by cance from POWELL HARSOR,
south RABAUL, were killed by our fighteras,

The following air strikes were raported on 29 April:
Mitchell plenes started fires at RAPOPO, RABAUL.

Huts were fired on the west coast of NEW IRELAND by fighter sweeps.
One of ouwr Hellcats was damaged.

Avengers and Dauntless dive bombers bombed barracks at BAHITAMI VILLAGE,
LONAHAN, socutheast BUKA, and bracketed coastal guns at BUKA.

At BUKA, at various places on the runway and revetments, fires were
started by Mitchells, who alsc bombed the dispersal areas and runway at KiRA.

Eleven Alracobras strafed BUKA and other BOUGAINVILIE targets. They
started fires at SIPAAT MISSION, northwest BCUGAINVILIE,

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers bombed coastal guns at BUHA.

At TINFUTS, Lightnings set 2 house on fire,

Buildings were destroyed by Alracobras on KIETA strip and at LOCNTIS,
northwest JUKA, At south KIETA PLANTATION, a building was set on fire,
The bridge at NUMA NIMA was attacked., At AITARA, huts were fired. BAITSI,

southwest BOUGADTVILLE, was bombed, as also were oil drums on & asmall island
in MATCHIN BAY.

During the night of 28-29 April, a patrol plane from SoPac bombed the
airstrip at KAVIENG TOWN and south KUPCTAN VILLAGE, MNEW HANOVER.

During 29 April, patrol plenes bombed KATSINKOVERI and a barge and some
huts at SINANAT VILLAGE, northeast BOUSAIRVILIE. On the northwest coast of
BUKA, villages were strafed,

On 30 April, at 8:45 p.m., one of our patrol planes probebly damaged an
“ enemy light ecruiser anchored northeast of ETEN ISLAND, TRUK ATCLL, with three
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! Cn the morning of 30 April, off the northwest tip of LUZON,
FHILIFFINES, a coordinated attack by Blue submarines on = ten-ship enemy

convoy resulted in the sinking of two enemy freighters and the damaging
of threes othars,

== Early in the moming of 26 April, ancther BIUE submarine attacked a
south=bound convey off the wast tip of LUZON. This convoy consist-
ed of seven enemy freighters with eight escorts, The submarine sank four
of the convoy and damaged another ship, During 27-28 April, this same
submarine sank two trawlers, e

During the night of 28-29 April, a BLUE submarine, west of FALAL,
sank four enemy freighters ona destroyer.

S
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The runway area and old airfield at FONAFE was bombed by 5 Mitchells
on 29 April, at 2:45 p.m. The antiaircraft fire was MBAEAT .

A Ventura attacked TAONGI ATOLL and strafed the building area there.
There was no entiaircraft fire and no activity was observed.

On 29 April, at 2106 p.m., 10 Marine Dauntless dive bombers dropped
propaganda leaflets on WOTJE., The antiaireraft fire was meager.

TRUK, an 29 mil. from 3113 Palms to lL'II32 P.M,, wWaE bombed hj" 18
Army Liberators., The antiaireraft fire was meager. Explosicns were seen.
There were three to four enemy aircreft cbserved over the target. Lo damage
resulted to our planes nor were any injuries received.

A Liberator started two fires on PONAFE, on 29 April, at 10330 a.m.
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MII1E ATCLL was struck by 7 Corsairs in two strikes, on 28 April, once
&t 7120 a.m., and then later at 10:10 a.m. The targetz were the heavy anti-
aireraft positions and coastal defense guns. No entlaireraft fire was re-
ceived,

On 28 April, at 9:18 a.m., PONAFE was blasted by 3 Mitchells and agsin
by five more of the same planes at 11:26 a.m. The revetments and the runway
on the new airfield were hit, The antiaircraft fire was moderate. Our planes

received no damage.

Twelve Mitchell planes struck JALUIT frem 9:10 a.m., on 28 April, to
10:45 a.m. The heavy antiaircraft positions on ENYB(R and the building area
on EMIDJ, were the targets. A fire was started at the latter place., The an-
tiaireraft fire varied from meager to none at all,

WOTJE was hit by the same Mitchell planes on 28 April, from 11:50 a.m.,
to 1130 p.m., and the bombs which they dropped on the magaszines on the north
end of thes island, started a large fire., There was no entiaireraft defenas.

On 28 April, at 11:10 s.m., 24 Corsairs and 2 Venturas bombed and strafed
the magazines and motor pool on WUTJE. The antiaireraft fire was weak.

Slight damage was incurred by two of our planes.

At 2130 p.m., on 29 April, 11 Army Liberstors blasted JALUIT. Of the 384
tons of bombs dropped, it is estimated that 50% fell on the island.

On 29 April, 6 Venturas hit JABOR, ENYBOR and KABBENBOCK, JALUIT, at
3:22 a.m., and 2:00 p.m,.

The gun positions on ENYBOR were struck by 12 Mitchells on 29 April,
from 8110 a.zm., to 10:00 a.m.

On 29 April, st 1:13 p.m., 4 Hellcats strafed KABEENBOCK and the build-
ings on ENYBCR.

At 7140 a.m., on 29 April, an Army Liberator photograph plane bombed
gun positicns on IMIDJ. The defensive fire from varlous types of antiaircraft

Euns was meager.

From 8:L5 a.m., to 10:45 a.m., on 29 April, TAROA was strafed and bombed
by & Hellcats and 20 Marine Dauntless planes, The antiaircraft fire was
moderate. One Dauntless plane received minor damage,
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During the night of 28-29 April, motor torpedo boats from EMIRAU
ISLAND, attacked at about 500 yards range two north-bound wehicles on
a coastal road east of KAVIENG. One target was stopped, took fire and

expleded.

During the night of 27-28 April, night patrol planes from SOPAC,
silenced antiaircraft guns at MOSIGA, southwest BOUGAINVILIE., They also
bombed CAPE KOTOPAN, northeast BUKA.

A plane crashed off the south central part of NEW IRELAND, after
attacking KOXKA FLANTATION.

During 28 April, the following air activity was reported from SOPAC:

Mitchell planes struck RAFOPO and VINAKANAU, in the RABAUL Area.
Antiaireraft fire damaged cne plane.

Avengers bombed KERAVAT, HABAUL,

VUNAKANAU, RABAUL, was hit by fighters and bombers. The runway and
huts were the targets.

On a fighter sweep through the BISMARCKS, a fuel shed on the DUKE OF
YORE ISLAND was set on fire and barges and huts were strafed in the amall
villages on the east coast of NEW IRELAND.

Eight Airacobras hit the anticireraft positiona and bivouae supply areas
in MAMAGATA, southwest BOUGAINVILIE,

Other planes bombed KIA RAE bridge, southwsst interior BOUCAINVILLE;
fuel drums at TINFUTS FLANTATION, and a large quonset shaped hut at TEOPASIND,
northeast coast BOUGAINVILLE, were alasc hit.

During 29 April, a patrol plane from SOPAC, attacked two amall vessels
near the north entrance of PULUWAT lagoon, and a schoonar near FATIDAU ISLAND.

On 28 April, st 11:25 a.m., 16 Marine Dauntless planes and 8 Hellecats
hit TARCA, MALOELAP ATOLL, and concentrated on coastal defense guns and maga-
sines. The antiaircraft fire was meager. Slight damage was received by 2
Dauntless planes.



* *

a UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTOM, D. C.

= ‘\.-"h
< SOUTH AND CENTHAL PACIFIC {Emt.'d,}

On the merning of 27 April, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers bombed
the runway and antisircraft positions at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Four of the
Dauntless planes were damaged by antisircraft fire and one of them was forced

to land on EMIRAU ISLAND.

The supply area at TALILI was bombed by Mitchell planes and the antiair-
craft fire damaged three of the bombers.

The same area was attacked by Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers and
explosions and fires resulted. Two Avengers were damaged by antisircraft
fire.

TOBERA airfield at RABAUL was hit by 4 Liberators.

Large fires were started in the TALILI ammunition dump area by 4 Aira-
cobras.
Fighter sweeps set on fire a barge in SIMPSON HARBOR, RADAUL, and another

one carrying oil drums in KABANGA BAY, was also set on fire. A possaible oil
storage and six trucks were fired at KERAVAT.

The mouth of the MIEC RIVER, in south BOUGAINVILLE, was bombed on 27
April, by patrel planes. These same planes also hit antiaircraft positions
south of BUKA and POPCRAN and YAME ISLANDS, off the northwest coast of BOU=

GAINVILLE.

- L'
" Additional details of the m-uﬁmn by 20 Liberators on TRUK, on the

morning of 27 April, indicates that'3 Japanese night fighters intercepted,
one of which was shot down. The antiaircraft fire accounted for one Libera-

tor.

COMINCH FILE
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At 10155 p.m., 27 April, the U, S, Navy cargo vessel ETAUIN (AK-93)
was geriously damaged at AITAPE, NEW GUINEA, when struck by a medium
bomb released by one of three enemy planes over the srea st that time,
Only one casualty (Amy enlisted) was reported. 'ﬂM & et

-

n i'm,.. (}ﬂ-u\_jf-v-u.-

LL._‘rS‘:NM,-Q J]b&w‘{v::q-"
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During the night of 27-28 April, 20 Army Liberators bombed ETEN,
MOEN, PARAN and DUBLON ISLANDS in the TRUK Atoll. A larpge fire was
observed, Antiaireraft fire was meager, Although several enemy fighters
were airborne, they did not intercept.

On the night of 27 April, tweo Liberators bombed PONAPE TOWN and
old airfield installations. A fire started,

it 5:08 a.m. 26 April, 7 photo planes and 7 Army Liberators bombed
and photographed GUAM, Mo antisircraft fire was esncountered., HNumerous
enemy planes were cbserved on the island's two fields, but no intercep-
tion was attempted,

Six Venturas hombed MILIE at &:15 a.m, 27 April and again at 1:32
pem, Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered. All our plenes return-
ed without damage, VIILE was also bombed by & Corsairs at 10150 a.m.,
followad by 5 other Corsairs st 2:25 p.m. No antiaircraft fire was
encountered, in the last two attacks,

ENYS(H antiaireraft positions in JAIUIT Atoll wers bombed by 12
Mitchells between 8:25 a.m, end 9:58 a.m,, 27 April. Meager antiair-
eraft fire was encountered, but £l1 planes returned without demags.

Between 1:15 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. 27 April, 4 photeo planes and 6
Liberators bombed POMAFE town and LANGAR ISLAND. Results of the bomb-
ing were not reported, All planes returned without damage.

At 3 p.m. 27 April, PONAPE airfields were attacked by & Mitchells,
but results were uncbserved, No antiaireraft fire encountered.

On 27 April, WOTJE was attacked by 11 Mitchells, 24 Corsairs and 1
Ventura. Weak antiaireraft fire encounteresd, Al1 planes returned without

damage,

At 9:22 a.m, 27 April, TAACA was attacked by 10 Dauntless and 4 Hell-
cats. The sttack was repeated at 2:00 p,m. Moderate antiaireraft fire
was encourntered, but all planes returned without damage,
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On the night of 25-26 April, reconnaissance planes bombed the KAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND air strip. Results were not reported.

On the morning of 26 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked installs-
tions at RAPOPO and VUNAKANAU, in the RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN. The LAKUNAI
alr strip and dispersal area was bambed by Mitchells, and fighter bombers
struck at TOBERA and KERAVAT. One torpedo bomber failed to return and four
dive bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

Dive and torpedo bombers struck at gun positions on BUEA ISLAND, during
the afternoon of 26 April. The TNCLEI harbor area, southeast BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, was bombed by 3 Mitchells and Warhawks destroyed a number of huts
along the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 26 April, recormaissance planes demolished huts at TARARA and started
fires at DOURE, both on the east central coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 26 April, the airfield om ALET ISLAND, PULUWAT ATOLL, was bombed by
a reconnaissance plane and a muuber of fires started. Intense antiaircraft

fire slightly damaged the plane.

Adccording to preliminary reports, 17 Liberators attacked DUELON ISLAND,
in TRUK ATOLL, on the early morning of 27 April. Further details are not
available at this time.

On 27 April, the SATAWAN runway, CAROLINE group, was bombed by & recon-
naissance plans. The runway was reported unserviceable.
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On the early moming of 25 April, 15 SOPAC Liberators bombed DUELON,
MOEN, FEFAN, UMAN and FALO ISLANDS, in the TRUK ATOLL. Results were not
reported, A number of Japanese night fighters were seen but did not
attack. et "" =

On the morning of 25 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked BORPOP,
NEW IRELAND, and LAKUNAI, MEW BRITAIN, airdrome installations. One dive
bomber was shot down by antisireraft fire. The TOBERA runway and revet-
ments were attacked by 23 Mitchells and a fire started. Four Mitchells
sustained damage by antiaireraft fire. On the same mormning, a Liberator
bombed SATAWAN, CARCLINE ISLANDS. Results were not reported.

During the morning of 25 April, 8 Corsairs struck at targets between
CAFE SASS and FATMILAK, on the north coast of NEW IRELAND, while & Hellcats
destroyed a small boat in the RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, and strafed enamy
equipment in the vieinity. BAITSI stock piles, in the southwest interior
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by 12 Adracobras and fires started.
Twelve dive bombers bombed AMNULLAT ISIAND, south SHORTLAND ISLAND, but
results were not reported. From these operations, two planes failed to re-
turn.

On 25 April, our aircraft attacked enemy installations in MATCHIN BATY,
northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Results were not reported.

on 20 April, an RO class submarine, in the MARIANAS area, Siatocee
i mm%ﬂf o

g The submarine SEAHCRSE, on 17 April, sank & large enemy freighter and,
E y eael
¢

-— The submarine TRIGGER, during the night of 25-26 April, sank four Marus
f and one g.!ntl_'w.
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Six Corsairs bombed MILLE twice om 25 April, and scored a direct hit
on & coastal defense battery. Meager and accurate antisireraft fire was
encountered in the first attack but none in the second.

Three Liberators bambed PONAFE TOWN and the old airfield at 2:45 a.m.,
26 April. Results were not reported. No antiaireraft fire was encountered.
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During the night of 23-2i April, reconnaissance planes attacked air-
drome installations at BORPOF, NEW IRELAND. Results were not reported.

On the early morning of 24 April, 17 SOPAC Liberators attacked TRUK
and started a large fire at FEFAN. Further details are not avallable at
this time.

During the morning of 24 April, 10 Airacobras attacked TOEERA, north-
east NEW BRITAIN, while other fighter planes swept over RABAUL, NEN BRITAIN-
MNEW IRELAND, and set on fire 19 trucks in the RIBAUL Area. These planes sank
a barge off KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, and set ancther on fire in DAKUREIE BAY,
west coast of the GAZELLE PENINSULA, NEW BRITAIN. Other planes attacked tar-
gets in naortheast, central east and south interior of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
with uninown results., Targets along the north cozst of SHORTLAND ISLAND
were also attacked.

TAHGI ATOLL was bombed by 2 Venturas at 10:30 a.m., 25 April. Several
buildings were destroyed. Except for meager rifle fire, no antiaircraft
fire was encountered.

Between 113102 a.m,, and 3:33 p.m., 25 April, 11 Mitchells dropped bombs
on WOTJE. Results were not reported. No antiaireraft fire was encountered.
Between 1133 pem., and 2116 p.m., 23 Army Liberators bombed WOTJE and started
large fires in the magaszine area, HNo sntilaircraft fire was emcountered. At
1:00 pem., WOIJE was thoroughly strafed by 23 Corsairs and two fires started.
Meager antiaircoraft fire damaged one Corsair.

At 12:30 p.m,, 25 April, the old and new airfields on PONAFE were bombed
by 8 Mitchells. Several fires started. Antiaircraft fire was meager.

At 1115 p.m,, 25 April, 16 Dauntless and 8 Hellcats attacked TARCA. A
possibile hit was scored on & heavy antiaireraft gun position. Moderate
ant iaireraft fire slightly damaged L Dauntless.

Between 71kl p.m., 25 April and 3:12 a.m., 26 April, 16 Army Liberators
dropped tombs on PARAN, ETEN, TOL, MOEN and DUBLON, in the TRUK ATOLL. Ex~
plosions were seen on PARAN and DUBLON. Antiaireraft fire encountered was
meager and inaccurate. Although 2 or 3 enemy night fighters were airborne,
they did not intercept. All planes returned without damage.

On 25 April, twelve Mitchells and 2 Venturas bombed gun positions on

EMIDJ, SIDNEY PIER, JABCR and ENYBOR, in the JALUIT ATULL. A number of ex-
plosions ware cbmerved. Heavy but meager antiaireraft fire was encountered.
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Twenty-four Corsairs bombed and strafed coastal defense guns and the
fuel storage area on WOIJE at 8:00 a.m., 2 April. Results were not reported.
Moderate antiaircraft fire slightly damaged 1 Corsair.

At 8:45 a.m., 24 April, 8 Hellcats and 20 Dauntless bombed and strafed
gun positions on TAROA, Moderate antiaireraft fire slightly dsmaged 4 Daunt-
less, Later, at 2100 p.m., 7 Mitchalls bombed the same area, Resulta were
not ﬂpﬂl‘tlﬂ-

Three Venturas bombed and strafed installations on TAONGI ATOLL (north
uf uﬂﬁm w at g‘m ln.-. a ‘-P:ril, l-llﬂ -.-E‘i-u lt 2’-&5 FPalllay ztl A.F'i-l-
Two bulldings were destroyed and & number of fires started. Mesager antiair-
craft fire was encountered in the first attack, but none during the second.

o°

Six Mitchells bombed old and new airfield installations on PONAFE ISLAND,
at 11:30 a.m,, 2i April. Results were uncbserved. Moderate antiaircraft fire

was encountered.

At 11:50 a.m., 2, April, JALUIT installatiocns and a 100 foot beached
boat were strafed by L Hellecats with uncbserved results. No antiaireraft fire
was encountered. Later, 8 Mitchells bombed gun positions on EMIDJ. Heavy to
meager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 1:55 p.m,, 24 April, 3 Mitchells bombed gun poaitions on MILLE. HNo
antiaircraft fire was encountered.
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During the night of 22-23 April, reconnaissance planes bembed the

KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, air strip and supply installations. Results were
not reported.

Between 3107 a.m., and 4140 a.m., 23 April, 17 SOPAC Liberators
attacked the seaplane base, tank farm area, and towm on ETEN ISLAND, TRUK
ATOLL. Fires and explosions were cbserved on ETEN ISLAND and the northeast
shore of PARAN ISIAND., Several enemy interceptors were sighted and one

possibly shot down. One Liberator returned slightly damaged by antiaireraft
fire.

On the morning of 23 April, dive and torpedo bombers struck the TALILI
Area, NEW BRITAIN, and started & mumber of fires, Liberators started fires
on MATUPI ISLAND, northeast MEW BRITAIN. TOBERA runway, HEW BRITAIN, was
attacked by fighter planes, while other fighters set on fire a house at NAMA-
TANAL, southeast NEW IRELAND, and sank a 60 foot personnel laden barge south
of NUMA NUMA, central east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Between 3:00 pem., 23 April and 3100 p.m., 24 April, our troops, sup~-
ported by tanks, attacked and cleared the enemy from the coastal position, east
to the MOY RIVER, east TORCKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Forty-six
Japanese were idlled by a combat patrol on the east bank of the SAUA RIVER.
Our casualties, 3 killed and 3 wounded. Seven more Japanese were killed in
the TROKINA area by a battalion of FIJI troopa.

A press release, by CINCPAC, on 25 April, indicates that United States
forces occupled UJELANG ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS, on 22-23 April (west longi-
tude date). Light opposition was quickly overcome.

The-submarine HADDO returned from patrol ef—thae SOUTH CHINA SEA Area
and reported as followa: Damaged 1 large AK, 5,000 tons; 1 small AK, 2,500
tons; 1 amall AK, by gunfire, 2,500 tons; total 11,000 tons.

L‘ The submarine WHALE sank a medium freighter in the EAST CHINA SEA.
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northeast NEW ERITAIN, was set on fire. Fighter planes also attacked
enemy perscnnel at BORPOP, southeast NEW IRELAMD, and set fire to a barge
near DYAUL ISLAND, northwest of NMEW IRELAND,

Targets in the central interior of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND werse attacked
on 22 April by 6 torpedo planes and one dive bomber, but results wers not
reported. Two Lightnings attacked an unidentified radio station in the
south interior of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 22 April, recomnalssance planes scored hits on the south pier in
CHABAI, east MATCHIN BAY, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, A barge near BUKA
PASSAGE was munk and 10 embarked Japanese strafed and killed. Targets along
the northwest coast of BUKA ISLAND were attacked by reconnsissance planes,
but the results were not reported.

On the early afternoon of 23 April, a recomnaissance plane destroyed a
medium enemy bomber about 165 miles southwest of TRUK.

Between 3:00 p.m., 22 April, and 3100 pem., 23 April, & ground patrol
engaged an enemy platoon, northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, and killed & Japanese. Our artillery fire forced the remainder to
withdraw. Other patrols contacted Japanese near the SAUA RIVER.

The WOTJE barracks area and runways were bombed by 2 Army Liberators at
10:30 p.m., 23 April. Results were not reported.

On 23 April, & reconnalssance plane bombed the radic station on ULUL,
CARCLINE ISLANDS. Ancther reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on PONAFE gun
positions. A number of fires started.

FONAFE TOWN and the old airfield were attacked by 2 Liberators during
the night of 23-24 April. A number of fires started in the town area.

At 1:10 a.m., 24 April, a Liberator bombed PULUWAT. Results were unob-
sarved.

On the early morning of 24 April, 19 Liberators bombed TRUK. Bombs were
dropped on the ETEN, MOEN and PARAN airfields. A large and several small
fires, followed by explosions, were obssrved at MOEN and PARAN. Antiairoraft
fire was slight and inaccurate. Although two enemy night fighters were air-
borne, they did not intercept.

On 24 April, a recomnaissance plane scored hits on a small damaged
vessel pear MURILO ISLAND, HALL ISLAND group. Installations on the island
were also bombed. Results were not reported.
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Task Force 58 (6 BB, 9 CA, 3 CL, 2 CL(AA), 5 OV, 7 CVL, 60 DD, 12 40,
plus DE's), supported and covered the NEW GUINEA landinge of the Southwest
Pacific forces on 22 April. The following communique, released by CINCPAC,
is quoted for informatieon:

*SUPPLEMENTING PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS COMMUNIQUE NUMBER FORTY THREE COMMA
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 1S NOW AVAILABLE CONCERNING OPERATIONS OF PACTIFIC
mmmsmmmmmnmmmmammmm
CHIEF COMMA SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA COMMA <%0 AT HOLLANDIA COMMA AITAFE COMMA
AND TANAFMERAH BAY ON TWENTY AND TWENTY ONE AFRIL PAREN WEST LONGITUDE DATE
UNPAREN COLON PARA X

"AIRFIELDS AT HOLLANDIA COMMA WAKDE ISLAND AND SAWAR WERE STRUCK BY
WMHMMIMWAIMMMMW
mamszmm'm{mu}xummmmmmm
DESTROYED ON THE GROUND X FUEL STORAGE FACILITIES COMMA AMMUNITION DUMFS
mmrmmnmmmmmmlmxmmmm
COMMA AND SEVERAL BARGES AND SMALL CRAFT WERE SUNK X PARA

"AT WAKDE AND SAVIAR TWENTY ONE (150) ENEMY FLANES WESE DESTROYED ON THE
GROUND AND SEVENTEEN DAMAGED BY OUR AIRCRAPT DURING DAYLIGHT ON TWENTY AFRIL
X ON THE NIGHT (F TWENTY APRIL CRUISERS AND DESTROYERS BCMBARDED THE WAKDE
DASH SAWAR AIRFIELDS X THE BOMBARDMENT WAS ACCOMPLISHED WITHOUT EFFECTIVE
OFFORITION X WO DAMAGE WAS DOME TO OUR SURFACE (200) SHIPS®

On 23 April, Task Force 58 continued intermittent sir strikes against
WAIDE and SAWAR, in NEW GUINEA. HOLLANDIA airfields appeared abandoned, and
many wrecked enemy planes on all fields were reported.

On the morning of 22 April, dive and torpedo bombers struck at KAVIENG
airdrome installations with good results. At about the same time, L3 fighter
bambers hit RAPOPO, RABAUL area, NEW BRITAIN, and 73 dive and torpeds bombers
attacked VUNAPOFE airdrome installations. Two fires were started at VUNAPOPE,
Antiaireraft fire damaged two terpedo bombers.

On 22 April, the LAKUNAI, NEN BRITAIN, air strip was hit by 9 Adiraccbras.
Mitchells started fires at RATAVAL and attacked the KERAVAT air strip and other
targets near CAPE GAZELLE and RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN. Two Mitchells returned
damaged by antiaireraft fire. Although a mmber of unidentified planes were
sighted over the NENW BRITAIN area, no interception was encountered.

During 22 April, fighter planes strafed and set on fire houses near CAPE
LIGUAN and CAPE LAMBERT, northeast MEW BRITAIN, A barge in KABARIA BAY,

=995-
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At 10100 s.m., 23 April, airfield installations on MILLE were attacked
by 3 Mitchells. FHesults were not reported.

Nine Mitchells at 10:00 a.m., 23 April, and again at 12:30 p.m., bombed
the runmays on TAROA. At about the same time, & Mitchells dropped bembs on
the EMIDJ seaplane ramp area, Meager antisireraft fire was encountered.

WOTJE installations were bombed by li4 Dauntless and 16 Corsairs, at
12:30 p.m., 23 April. Results were not reported.

At 1:30 pum., 23 April, airdrome installations on the old airfield on
FONAFE were bombed by & Mitchells and a number of fires and explosions started,

In the TCROKEINA perimeter area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, our patrols continue
active. An unestimated number of Japanese have been contacted northeast of
the perimeter.

The submarine SCAMP damaged, by gunfire, a 200 ton enemy trawler north-
west of NEW GUINEA.
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During the night of 20-21 April, reconnaissance planes bombed and strafed
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Other planes (type unidentified), struck at installa-
tions in TONCLEI HARBOR, PURIATA RIVER Area, south BOUGCAINVILLE ISLAND, CAFE
HENPAN, north BUKA ISLAND and BUKA PASSAGE. Targets at CAPE HATSIA, southeast
BUKA ISLAND, and installations in DOLOMAKUS BAY, north central NEW IRELAND,
ware also attacked,

On the sames night, 4 Mitchells harassed the RABAUL area, NEW ERITAIN,
starting fires at TAKUBAR, RATAVAL, east RABAUL TOWN, and attacked the RAFOPO

runway.

Cn the morning of 2L April, Mitchells started a number of large fires on
MATUFI ISIAND, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN. Antiaircraft fire damaged one Mit-
chell, During the merning, Corsairs set fire to a barge in NAKUDUKUDU BAY,
south central NEW IRELAND, while dive and torpedo bombers started firea in the
KABANGA BAY supply and personnel areas, northeast NEW ERITAIN.

On the same morning, other Corsairs strafed huts in the CAPE LIGUAN area,
NEN ERTTAIN, and 11 Airacobras struck at targets in the TINPUTS HARBCR area,
northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMD. Dive bombers bombed the KAHILI air strip,
south coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. In these operations, two of our planes were
demoged by antiaireraft fire.

On 21 April, a recommalssance plane bombed the bivousc and supply areas
on ALET ISLAND, west of TRUK. Results were not reported.

Between 7:45 a.m., and 11:30 a.m., 22 April, MILLE coastal defense posi-
tions were bombed by 11 Corsairs. No antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Eleven Mitchells bombed MALOELAF gun positions between 10:23 a.m., and
noon, 22 April. Moderate antisircraft fire damaged cne plane,

JALUIT was bombed by 11 Mitchells from 8:45 a.m., to 12:24 p.m., 22 April.
Results were uncbserved. Msager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 10:40 a.m., 22 April, FONAPE was bombed by 5 Mitchells. Hits were
scorsd on runways and installations on the new and old airfields. UModerate
but inacouwrate antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Eighteen Liberators bombed WOIJE, during the afterncon of 22 April. Re-
sulls were unobserved and no antiaircraft fire was encountersd. Prior to this
attack, 17 Corsairs and 12 Dauntless, plus one Ventura, bombed and strafed gun
positions on WOTJE. A number of fires wers observed. Antiaireraft fire was

meager,
=993=
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During the night of 19-20 April, night flying Catalinas bombed enemy
instellations at TINPUTS and NUMA NUMA, northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Reconnaissance planes on 20 April, bombed and strafed the runway and
adjacent areas on SATAWAN and gun positions on ALET ISLAND » CAROLINE
ISLAND group.

On the morning of 20 April, dive and torpedo bombers struck at supplies
and gun installaticns in SIMPSON HARBOR, NEW ERITAIN. A number of fires were
started at the TOBOE wharf. Antiaircraft fire damaged two dive bombers.
Other dive and torpedo bombers attacked the VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITAIN, airdrome
ingtallaticns, but results were not reported.

On the same day, 35 fighter bombers attacked LAKUNAI and KERAVAT air-
field installations in NEW ERITAIN, while Mitchells started large fires on
MATUPI ISLAND. Photographs of this island revesled four burned out aresas
and twenty-five buildings destroyed. Antiaircraft fire damaged one Mitchell.

During 20 April, fighters set on fire fuel supplies in LASSUL BAY,
damaged trucks near KABANGA BAY and two boats in KABAIRA BAY, NEW BRITAIN,
and, in addition destroyed two buildings on the TABAR ISLANDS, north of NEW
IRELAND. Fighter planes destroyed two buildings at KERAVAT, NEW BRITAIN, and
started a fire in the MAMAGATA bivouac ares, BOUSAINVILLIE ISLAND.

At 6142 p.m., 20 April, a destroyer shelled enemy gun positions on the
south shore of SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were not reported,

During the night of 20-21 April, motor torpedo boats strafed the area
near the mouth of the JABA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 9:49 p.m., 21 April, 6 Army Liberators bombed MOEN, DUBLON and TOL,
in the TAUK ATOLL, Large fires and several explosions were observed in the
runway and dispersal areas on MOEN. Two large fires were seen near the hangar
area on DUHLON, Although 3 enemy night fighters were airborne, only one at-
tempted interception. Moderate to intense but inaccurate antiaircraft fire
was encountered. All planes returned without damage or casuslties,

On 22 April, a recomnaissance plane destroyed a building on ULUL and
started a fire on IGUP, CAROLINE ISLAND group. Reconnaissance planes destroyed
3 small freighters and damaged two at RUD, HALL ISLANDS; destroyed opne and
damaged ancther freighter and a patrol vessel at MURILO, HALL ISLANDS.
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TARQA antiaircraft positionswere bombed by 12 Mitchells between 8157 a.m.
ard 10:22 a.m. 21 April. Meager antiaircraft fire was sncountered,

At 11:20 a.m. and at 3:29 p.m. 21 April, 2 Venturas bombed JALUIT. Results
were not reported. Moderate antiaircraft fire was encountered,

Between 12:24 p.m. and 2:04 p.m, 21 April, 12 Witchells bombed RMIDJ anti-
aircraft positions and shelled with 75mm guns radie installations on JAROR,
Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered,.

Between 12:35 p.m. and 3:50 pem. 21 April, 11 Liberators, 20 Dauntless, 19
Corsairs, 2 Venturas and /i Hellcats bombed and strafed WOTJE, A number of fires

were started and a large explosion was observed. Moderate antiaircraft fire wos
encountered. One Dauntless failed to return and 2 other planes sustained damage.

Six Mitchells bombed the nmew and old alrfield on PONAPE at 2:59 p.m. 21 April,
Lerge fires were observed., Intense, but inaccurate, antiaireraft fire was encounter-
ed,

On 21 April, a reconnaissance plane bombed ULUL in the CAROLIMNE ISLAND GROUF.

w90 =
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No Japanese have been found on ZRIKUB ATCLL, south of WOTJE, and AUR ATCIL,
‘ south of MALOELAP, in the MARSHALL ISLANDS, Presumably, thess atblls are now

cccupied by our troops.

Cn 22 April, forces under Commander in Chief Southwest Pacific Area made
scheduled landings against negligible opposition at TANAHMERAH BAY, HUMBOLT BAY and
ALTAFE on the northwest coast of NEW GUINEA.

The submarine TAIBOR destroyed by gunfire a small Japanese craft 270 miles
northwest of WAKE ISLAND., One priscner was taken, the remainder of the crew were
killed.

The submarine FINBACK, on 16 April, shelled CROLUK, CARCLINE ISLANDS.

— e—
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During the night of 18-19 April, reconnaissance planes bombed KAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND,and huts in DOLOMAKAS BAY, north central MEW IRELAND, AITARA and
MOSIGA, on southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were bombed by reconnaissance planes,
as were installations in TONCLEI HARBOR, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMD.

On the early morning of 19 April, B Corsairs strafed and killed about 20
Japaneses of many seen on the beach at HANGAN, southeast BUKA ISLAND,

The runway on SATAWAN ISLAND was attacked by SoPac Liberators on 19 April.
A number of fires started.

On 19 April, dive and torpedo bombers struck LAKUNAT airfield installa-
tions and started a number of fires, Fires were started by fighter bombers on
MATUPT ISLAND, RABAUL AREA, NEW BRITAIN. Adracobras sttacked RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN,
but results were not reported. In these operations, enemy antiasireraft fire shot
down one Airacobra.

During 19 April, torpede bombers and Adraccbras attacked installations en
the NUMA NUMA PLANTATION, central east coast BOUCAINVILLIS ISLAND, Enemy anti-
aircraft gun positions in TONCLEI HARBEOR, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were
bombed by two Liberators. Fires were started at MAVAREKA, central west coast
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, by dive and torpedo bombers,

out the same day, reconnaissance planes bombed and strafed the
VATCHIN BAY Area, northwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, destroyed a truck =ast of BUKA
ISLAND, and attacked installations near MUMA NIMA ond ARIGUA PLANTATION, south-
east of NULA NUMA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

A reconnaissance plane strafed ALET ISLAND, west of THUK on 19 April,

During the night of 19-20 April, motor torpedo boats and motor pgun boats
shelled areas near the mouths of the PURIATA and MOBIAI RIVERS, southwest coast
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while a night flying Catalina bombed MOSIGA, southwest
coast of BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND.

On 20 April reconnalssance plenes bombed UJELANG, ANT and PAKIN ISLANDS,
but results were not reported. Another reconnaissance plane, at about the same
time, dropped bombs on FEALE ISLET, WAKE ISLAND. Results were not reported. No
antiaireraft fire was encountered.

= 989 =
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Gn the early morning of 19 April, a Catalina and motor torpedo boats

bombed and strafed four wooden structures, near the NUBAI RIVER, northeast
central NEN IRELAND. Enemy shore fire was encountered, but our boats and

Pplane escaped without damage,

Fourteen Mitchells and 1 Ventura bombed the radio station and powsr
plant in JALUIT, on the merning of 20 April. Results were not reported.

At noon, 20 April, 14 Mitechells struck TARCA. Results were not reported.

At 6100 pums, 20 April, 12 liberators bombed WAKE ISLAND and encountered
moderate antiaireraft fire. 60% of the bombs fell in the target area, but
a damage report has not been received,

The submarine HARDER, operating in the CAROLINE ISLANDS, sank a FUBUKI
i class destroyer, on 13 April, and om 17 April, sank a freighter and damaged
another FUBUKI class destroyer.
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20 April, 17 l’:.gll‘ltor were

‘bombs- on the MOEN barracis and the air -an..
DLt Three enemy planes were in the air but did not attempt interception.
Four large fires were started ab—-DURLON-TOWN and several explosions were ob-
served, At MOENy-tLhe air-etrip-end barrecke-were-hdt. Antiaircraft fire was
meager.

FONAFE wae bambed by 3 Liberators between 8:10 p.m., 19 April, and lik5
a.m., 20 April. A number of fires started. PONAFE was alsc bombed by 6
Mitchell bombers between 8120 a.m., and 9:48 a.m., 19 April, Pires were started
near the new and old airfields. Antiaireraft fire was moderate and inaccurate.

Eleven Corsairs bombed installations on MILIE from 9:00 a.m., to 11:15
a.m., 19 April. A small fire was observed. No antiaircraft fire was encoun-
tered. A small vessel, near MADAGAI, MILLE AT(LL, was strafed by four Hell-
cats with undetermined results., One Hellcat was damaged by antlaircraft fire.

Twelve Mitchells and 12 torpedo bombers attacked JALUIT between 9:50 a.m,,
and 11:25 a.m., 19 April. Antiaircraft fire was meager. Two boats near the
SIDNEY PIER, were strafed by four Hellcats, but results were unobserved.

Sixteen Corsairs, 20 Dauntless and 2 Venturas, bombed and strafed WOTJE
barracks and gun positions from 10:30 a.m., to 11:10 a.m,, 19 April. Moderate
antiaireraft fire was encountered.

TARCA was attacked by 11 Mitchells froem 11:25 a.m., to 2:39 p.m., 19 April,
Antisircraft fire was meager.

A Liberatcr search plane bombed the runway area on WAKE ISLAND, at 1:58
psms, 19 April. Intense antiaircraft fire was sncountered.

At 8130 a.m., 20 April, POMAPE was hit by 6 Mitchells. Antiaircraft fire
sncountered was weak.

At 8130 a.m., 20 April, and again at 3100 p.m., 3 Venturas struck MILIE
gun positions and the northern barracks area. Two buildings were destroyed.
Moderate antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 9100 a.m,, 20 April, WOTJE was attacked by 20 Dauntless, 16 Corsairs
and 2 Venturas. Hits were scored on gun positions and barracks. One Ventura
was damaged, the pilot killed and three of the crew injured by antiaircraft
fire.
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On the night of 17-18 April, night flying Catalinas started fires near
MOTUPENA, central west coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, bombed BONIS, north coast
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, strafed and damaged two barges in MATCHIN BAY, north-
west BOUGAINVILLE ISIAND, and, in addition, damaged a bridge serving as a
terminus for the NUMA NUMA TRAIL, central east coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

One plane was damaged by antiaircraft fire.

9a.m, 21 April 1944.

Personnel and supply areas in northeast NEW BRITAIN were attacked by
dive and torpedo bombers during the morning of 18 April. Fires started and
buildings were demolished. Other dive and torpedo bombers struck at TOBERA,
NEW BRITAIN, alrdrome installations. One torpedo bomber was forced down,
apparently damaged by antiaireraft fire and two dive bombers crashed after

colliding.

During the morning of 18 April, Mitchells attacked TOBERA and KERAVAT,
NEW BRITAIN, airfield installations, followed by Airacobras which started a
fire at KERAVAT. Numerous fires were observed at VUNAFOPE, NEW ERITAIN,
after this area was attacked by fighter bombers., Antiairecraft fire emcoun-
tered was exceptionally intense. One Mitchell sustained damage.

During 18 April, Lightnings bombed a coastal gun emplaced om top of a
cliff at HAHELA MISSION, south BUKA, which caused a landslide and buried
on the cliff gide. One Lightning was brought down by antiaireraft
+ A large fire was started at KATSINKOVERI, northeast BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND, by 3 Lightnings, and 12 Warhawks bombed KIHILI, while Airacobras
attacked targete in southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

On 18 April, antiaireraft positions at HAHELA, scuth interior of BUKA
ISLAND, were strafed by four Corsairs. Two of the Corsairs were brought
domn by antisireraft fire, but the pilot of one was recovered.

SATAWAN runways and revetments were attacked at noon ,18 April, by 14
Liberators. A large oll fire was started west of the air strip. No enemy
antiaircraft fire or air interception was encountered.

During the night of 18-19 April, motor torpedo boats and a Cataline
bombed and strafed MOSIGA and AITARA, on the south and southwest coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Other motor torpedo boats strafed the area near the

mouth of the JABA RIVER.

On the night of 19 April, a Liberator search plane bombed and damaged
a 2,000 ton eneay freighter, north of FEFAN ISLAND, in the TRUK ATOLL.
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On the morning of 17 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the
causeway at MATUPI ISLAND, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN, and airdrome in-
stallations at LAKUNAI, RABAUL area, NEW ERITAIN. Several fires were
started and the south end of the causeway was destroyed. One dive and
one torpedo bomber failed to return. Four other planes were damaged by
antiaireraft fire.

During the day, fighters swept over the south central coast of HEW
IRELAND, set fire to enemy equipment and installations. Dive and tor-
pedo bombers scored hits on coastal antiaireraft guns on BUKA ISLAND,
Four torpedc bombers were damaged by antlaireraft fire.

MOSIGA and other enemy targets near the TCROKINA perimeter, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, were sttacked om 17 April by dive and torpedo boambers and
installations on GUPPY ISLAND, CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, were bombed

by Liberators.

On 17 April, 10 Airacobras attacked the KERAVAT runway, RABAUL Aresa,
NEW BRITAIN, while Mitchells struck RAPOFO airfield installations. Re-

gults of these attacks were not reported.

During the night of 17-18 April, motor torpedo boats and a Catalina
attacked MUPEKA, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 17-18 April, night flying Catalinas bombed the
north side of TONCLEI HAREOR, the MABO RIVER mouth and MOSIGA, all at the
southwest end of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

On the same night, installations at KAVIENG, NEN IRELAND, were attacked
by reconnaissance planes, but results were not reported.
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On 18 April, at 10:34 a.m., & Mitchell bozbers struck the old airfield
ares on PONAPE. No antiaireraft fire was encountered. No enemy ships or
planes were seen.

From 6:35 a.m., to Tih5 a.m., on 18 April, 19 Marine Corsairs, 20 Marline
Dauntless planes and 8 Navy Hellcats bombed and strafed WOTJE. One Dauntless
plans was forced down because of engine trouble, but the pilot and gunner wers
rescusd by cne of our destroyers. Minor damage was suffered by another Daunt-
less plane but no personnel casualties occurred., The Corsairs reported the
snemy antiaircraft fire varied from intense to light, while the other planes
in the flight encountersd meager fire.

On April 18, at 9115 a.m., 2 Venturas bombed and strafed TAONGI ATOLL,
435 miles northeast of ENIWNETCK. No damage or casualties occurred from the
meager to light antiaireraft fire.

MILLE ATCLL, on 18 April, was hit by & Corsairs at 7105 a.m., by ancther
flight of the same planes at 9:05 a.m., and by 12 Mitchells at 7:15 a.a. A
large fire was started. lNo damage was received from the moderate but inac=
curate sntiaircraft fire.

At 8145 a.m., on 18 April, 12 Mitchells struck TAROA. The antiaircraft
fire was meager.

On 18 April, a reccanaissance plane bombed PAKIN, northwest of PONATE,
CAROLINE ISLANDS group, and ancther reconnalssance plane bombed installations
on ULUL, north of FULUWAT, CARCLINE ISLANDS group. A mumber of {ires were
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Fifteen Liberators from SOPAC made a strike on SATAWAN ISLAND, NAMOI
ATOLL, around noon, 16 April., Hits were made on the runway in the dispersal
and personnel sections.

liberators also attacked SATAWAN, on 17 April. On nelther of these two
strikes at SATAWAN was an enemy interception encountered, although five uni-
dentified planes were seen on the airfield.

From 3100 p.m., 16 April to 3100 p.m., 17 April, miner Jap contacts were
made by our ground forces in the east TOROKINA perimeter. On the south alope
of Hill 500 an unestimated mumber of the enexmy was found dug in. Seven of the
enemy were killed. Our casualties were two killed in sction and six wounded
in action, In & section whers the FIJI patrcl had killed 12 Japs, our artillery
was ranged on but no reports have been made of the actlon.

On 16 April, in waters off the scuthern islands of the BONIN CHAIN, the
submarine SEARAVEN reports having sunk one medium size enemy freighter.

m-m-m,mm-mm,mmm:m,mmu
approximstely 210 miles east of TRUK, in the CAROLINE ISLAND group.

mumu,th-nhrim.mmmﬂbmmmmm,

{ which is just east of PALAWAN ISLAND, PHILIPPINE group.
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During the night of 15-16 April, patrol plenes bombed MIXMIK ISLAND,
pnorthwest BOUGAINVILLE, They started fires in MOSIGA and also hit CAFE
L'AVERDY, south BUKA and BURI BAY, northeast BOUGAINVILLE. The NUMA NUMA
jetty was partially destroyed and huts north of the KIETA air strip were
strafed. A bridge at AROPA plantation, southeast KIETA, was destroyed.
Ten Japs, who were in an abandoned boat near TAURATO ISLAND, south TONOLEI,
were idlled.

Patrol planes bombed PANAPAT FLANTATION, KAVIENG.

During the morning of 16 April, Dauntless dive bombers and Avenger planes
bombed antiaircraft positions at VUNAKAMAU, RABAUL, and left the field unser-
viceable., The antiaireraft fire holed eight of our planes.

The RATAVAL supply area and RALUANA, RABAUL, were bombed 21 Mitchells.
One of the Mitchells was damaged by antiaireraft fire.

Avenger plamnes hit TOBERA, RABAUL, and one plane was damaged by anti-
aircraft fire.

Dauntless dive bombers struck at the RAPOPO runways and revetments at
RABAUL.,

Several fires were started inland by 34 fighter bombers at TOBOI wharf .
The revetments at KERAVAT, RABAUL, were attacked by Airacobras.

Three possibly serviceable barges in KERAVIA BAI, RABAUL, and buildings
near CAPE LIGUAN, were set on fire by fighter plane sweeps,

Deuntless dive bombers and Avengers made a damaging hit on gun positions
at BUKA and MAMAGATA antiaircraft positions. Two Avengers were damaged by
antisireraft fire over BUEA.

The huts in several of the BUKA villages were flattened out by Deuntless
dive bombers.

EARA airfield was hit by 2 Liberators.
Dauntless dive bombers and Venturas hit targets in north CHOISEUL., Two

Dauntless plmlmdm;-dlﬂmmm-d, but the crew of the latter
were rescued.
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Several fires were started in an ammmnition dump at TALILI, by 24 Mit-
chells. Three planes were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

Lightnings started fires at VUNAPOFE, RABAUL.
Airaccbras bombed TALILI.

In the afterncon of 15 April, fighter sweeps strafed a barge in the DUKE
OF YORE ISLANDS.

Corsairs and Dauntless dive bombers attacked MOSIGA gun positiens, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE, They also hit other positions along the northeast coast.

At 1:10 a.m., 16 April, a terrific explosion was caused by a patrol plane
and numerous fires werse started subsequently at DUBLON ISLAND, TRUK ATOLL.

From 3:00 p.m., 15 April to 3:00 p.m., 16 April, ground forces on the east
TOROKINA perimeter killed 43 of an estimated total of 50 Japs, located between
Hills 500 and 501l. Our casualties were six killed in action and 8 wounded in
sction. At MAGINE ISLAND, west of our BOUGAINVILLE positions, 10 Jap shells
fell in the area.

In the vicinity of the TEXESSI RIVER mouth, a destroyer bombarded enemy
installations.
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On 17 April, betwesn #:00 a.m., and 9130 a.m., 19 Dauntless dive bombers,
16 Corsairs and 2 Venturas, bombed and strafed barracks, antiaircraft posi-
tions and the radio station at WOTJE. Near the barracks and radioc station,
fires were observed. Minor damage wae suffered by a Corsair and a Dauntless.
A Ventura, while strafing, was damaged by antiaircraft fire.

There were two attacks on MIIIE, on 17 April, one at 6:15 a.u., and the
other at 5125 pem. The attacks were made by 5 Corsairs who hit antiaircraft
positions and the radio station at the north end of the Atoll. The antiair-

craft fire was meager.

On 17 April, from midnight to 3:40 a.m., JALUIT Atoll was bombed by 12
Mitchells and twice by 3 Venturas who had rearmed at ROI ISLAND, KWAJALEIN
ATCGIL. It is estimated that in the vicinity of JABCR TOWN and ENYBOR ISLAND,
forty percent of the bombs fell in target areas. The antiaircraft fire was

meager.

The Mitchells who participated in the JALUIT strike, had previously
bombed TAROA from 8:30 a.m., to 10100 a.m. It is repcrted that elghty per-
cent of the bombs fell in the target area. The antiaircraft fire was meager.

During the might of 15-16 April, motor torpedo bosta from TREASURY ISLAND,
strafed the MIBO RIVER, south BOUGAINVILLE. They also rescued the crew of a
Dauntless dive bomber off VARUVASU POINT, northeast CHOISEUL ISLAND.

During 15 April, motor torpedo bosts from EMIRAU landed a reconnaissance
party on MUSSAU ISLAND and found no trace of the snemy there.

During the night of 14-15 April, the RABAUL Area was bombed by 3 Mitchells.

On 15 April, at 3135 a.m., & patrol plane from SOPAC, hit DUBLON ISLAND,
TRUE ATOLL.

During the night of li=15 April, other patrol planes bombed the air strip
at KAVIENG, as also KAVIENG TOWN.

Patrol planes carried out their activities during the night of 1l4-13
April, by bombing ATTARA, MOSIGA, PURIATA RIVER, southwest BOUGAINVILLE.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers, during the morning of 15 April, hit
VUMAKAMBT PLANTATICM, KERAVAT, and caused numercus fires.

Avengers and Dauntless dive bombers damaged the bomber strip at LAKUNAI,
RABAUL. Four Dauntless dive bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire.
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At noon, on 16 April, 16 Marine Corsairs and 2 Venturas bombed WOTJE.
They were followed at 12:10 p.m., by 10 Marine Dauntless dive bombers. A
little later, at 12:40 p.m., 10 more Dauntless dive bombers and 8 Hellcats
came in and strafed the barracks, antiaireraft positions and two small boats.
The antiaireraft fire in the course of the attacks was moderate. Our planes
suffered no damage.

At 8130 a.m., 16 April, 6 Marine Corsairs bombed MILLE and were back
again at 1:30 p.m., to drop more bombs. Thers was no antiaircraft fire.

Between £i15 a.m., and 10100 &.m., 16 April, 12 Mitchell planes hit
MALOELAP with uncbserved results, Rearming st MAJURC, 3 of the Mitchells
struck at EMIDJ, JALUIT ATOLL. The weather was overcast.

Nine Mitchells, during the afterncon of 16 April, dropped bombs on
MII1E, The antiasircraft fire was weak. Results of the bombing were uncb-
served. No damage was received by cur planes.

On 16 April, patrol bombers bombed buildings on PAKIN ISLAND and started
fires. This flight also bombed bulldings on ANT ISLAND.
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During the night of 14-15 April, LCI's from THEASURY ISLAND, shelled
EOSIGA, BOUGAINVILIE.

During the same night, a patrol plane, operating with motor torpedo
boats, strafed PURIATA.

Motor torpedo boats from the TOROKINA Area strafed pillboxes near JABA
RIVER and were in turn themselves strafed by an unidentified plane,

Night patrol planes bombed and strafed MOSIGA, AITARA, started a fire
at KARA sirfield, hit CAPE REIS and B(RPOP, in northeast central NEW IRELAND.

At KABAIRA BAY, 5 Mitchell bombers started fires,

On 14 April, between 4:30 a.m., and 5:18 a.m., 12 Liberators from SOPAC,
bombed ETEN ISLAND, and other small islands in the vienity of TRUK. 4 night
fighter attempted to intercept six bombers.

During the morning of 14 April, Dauntless dive bombers bombed antiair-
craft positions at VUNAKANAU, RABAUL. Avenger planes left the air strip un-
gserviceable., Eleven of our planes were damaged by antisirecraft fire,

In the RATAVAL supply area, RABAUL, & huge explosion was caused by
Mitchell bombers. Antisireraft fire hit one bomber.

A good fire was started at VUNAPOFE, RABAUL, by Warhawks, but anti-
aireraft fire damaped two planes.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers struck the KABAIRA BAY personnel
area.

Fighter sweeps, during 14 April, set on fire four boats, one large barge
in KABAIRA BAY, strafed other barges in this area, and also strafed houses
along the northeast central coast of NEY IRELAND.

During the afterncon of 14 April, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers
hit the coastal guns at BUKA, destroying one gun at MAMAGATA. Two Dauntless
dive bombers and cne Avenger were damaged by antieireraft fire.

Mong the northeast coast of BOUCATIVILLE, fighter bombers attacked

targets of opportunity and destroyed many huts along the scuth TORCKINA
perimeter.,

Regraded Unclassified
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On 14 April, a recornaissance plane strafed and damaged & small wooden
vessel in PULAWAT LAGOON, west of TRUK, and then sttacked the bivouac area
and radio installation on ALET ISLAND.

Three Venturas, at 7:45 &.m., 14 April, bombed installations in LELE
HARBOR, at KUSAIE. A number of hits were scored on plers, warehouses and
gun positions,.

At 8:30 a.m,, 15 April, 10 Dauntless, 21 Corsairs and 2 Venturas, bombed
and strafed barracks and gun positions on WOTJE. Later, at 9:40 a.m., 10
Dauntless and 12 Hellcats again attacked the ares, Antiaircraft fire damaped
one Dauntless.

From B:40 a.m., to 1:05 p.m., 15 april, JALUIT was sttacked by 10 Kitchells,
1 Liberstor and 1 Ventura, Numercus small fires were cbserved at JABOR. Meager
antiaircraft fire slightly damaged one Ventura.

TARCA was attacked by 14 Mitchells, between 11:10 a.m., and 1:03 p.m., 15
April, Results were uncbserved. One Mitchell sustained minor damage by meager
to moderate antiaircraft fire.

Gun positions on MILIE were attacked by L Mitchells at 2:29 p.m., 15 April.
No antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Six Mitchells attacked sirfields on POHAPE, at 8:24 a.m., and at 3:54 Pei.,
15 April. Antiaireraft fire was weak.

On 15 April, 2 Mitchells attacked a small enemy tanker, escorted by 2 amall
craft, northwest of PONAFE. One Mitchell was damaged by antlaircraft fire.
A second flight of three litchells later attacked the convoy, sank the tanker,
set on fire the escorts, which were subsequently beached on ANT ISLAND. Heavy
inaccurate antisireraft fire seriocusly damaged one Mitchell and slightly damaged
the remaining two.

Regraded Unclassified
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On the morning of 13 April, dive and torpedo bombers hit the rumway
and personnel area, at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Antiaircraft fire brought
down one dive bomber and damaged several others,.

During the morning of 13 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked
airdrome installations at LAKUNAI, NEW BRITAIN. Two dive bombers were
damaged by antiaireraft fire. The RATAVAL and TALILI supply arsce were
attacked by Mitchells and a number of fires started, while 40 fighter bombers
struck the MALAGUNA Ares and destroyed a barge in the wviecinity.

On 13 April, Airacobras started fires near the RABAUL customs wharf,
and other fighter planes set on fire a damaged submarine chaser off RALUANA
POINT, NEW BRITAIN.

The personnel and supply areas, along the scuthwest coast of BOUGATIN-
VILIE ISLAND, wWere attacked on 13 April, by 17 fighter bombers. Results were
not reported. Uive and torpedo bombers attacked gun installations in BUKA
PASSAGE.

A preliminary report indicates, that on the early morning of 13 April,
22 SOPAC Liberators, started fires on ETEN ISLAND, TRUK ATCLL.

At 9130 a.m., 14 April, 12 Mitchells started explosions in the maga-
zgine area at EMIDJ., JAECR was alsc bombed. Meager antiaircraft fire waa
encounterad.

Between 8:00 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., 14 April, 10 Mitchelle and 8 Cor-
sairs bombed and started fires in & camp area near the old airfield on
PONAFE ISLAND. Moderate antiaircraft fire was encountered. C(me Corsair
was forced down but the pilot was recovered,

Twelve Mitchells bombed targets on TAROA from 11:15 a.m., to 1:15 p.m.,
14 April. TARDA was also attacked by & Helleats at 11:00 a.m. UMeager antl-
aircraft fire was encountered.

At 11:00 a.m., 14 April, 1% Corsairs and 19 Dauntless tombed and strafed
WOTJE barracks and storage installations. Meager antiaircraft fire slightly
damaged 1 Dauntless.

At 1:00 pem., 14 April, & Corsairs and 1 Mitchell struck the WILLE run-
way areas, No antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Regraded Unclassified
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Cn 13 April, a reconnaissance plane strafed installations on ULUL,
CAROLINE ISLAND GROUP, and started a fire, On the same day, installations
on PAKIN were bombed by a reconnaissance plane and three buildings were
destroyed.

Batween 11:10 p.m, 14 April and 2:00 a.m. 15 April, eight or ten enemy
bombers ineffectively released bombs over ENIWETOK., Four of our nightfight-
ers intercepted, and shot down two of the enemy planes, plus ome probable.
Two of our fighters failed to return,
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Betwesn 1:39 p.m. and 2:55 p.m. 13 April, 12 Mitchells bombed the dock
and warehouse area on JAHIR eand installations on EMIDJ, No antiaircraft fire
was encountered. Prior to this attack, JALUIT Atoll was bombed by five
Venturas from 9:10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. when explosions wers cbserved and moderate
antiaireraft fire damaged two of the Venturas,

At 2:05 p.m, 13 April, 18 Corsalirs and 2 Venturas bombed and started
fires in the barracks area on WOTJE. Later at 2:50 p.m.? Dauntless again bombed
the area. Meager antiaireraft fire was sncountered.

S5ix Mitchells bombed PONAPE runway and airdrome installations at 2:05 p.m,
13 April., Moderate and accurate antiaireraft fire damaged one bomber,

During the night of 13-l April, 21 Army Liberators bombed, in 2 wavas,
MCEN, FEFAN, DUELON, UMAN and FARAN, TRUE Atoll. Fires and exploaions were
cbserved on MOEN and PARAN., Three single-angine enemy planes ineffectively
followed our bombers for about forty-five minutes. Antiadrcraft fire was
meager and inasccurate. All of ow planes returmned without damage or casualties.

The submarine TUNNY returned from patrol of the MARIANAS and reported as
follows:

Sank ed
1 I-Class submarine 2,100 tons 1 MUSASHI Clasa EB 45,000 tons
2 madium freiphters or
eilers (about 9,000

da MAR tons each) 1g,000 "
1 MINEKAZE 0D 1,21
p215 "

The submaerine BLUEFISH sank & 7,500 ton tanker northeast of BORNEQ,

- 975 =



® *

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

2 a.m. 15 April 1944
CENTRAL PACIFIC (Conmt'd

During the night of 11-12 April, night flying Catalinas bombed installa-
tions on NEW HANOVER, FAURD ISLAND, CEMA Atoll, southeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLANDj
MIKMIK ISLAND, northwest BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND and SCRAKEN PLANTATICN, in the
MATCHIK BAY Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Cn the morning of 12 April, fighters swept over the GAZELLE FENINSULA
coast line in NEW BRITAIN, attacked and set on fire twoe barges, started a fire
in the BORPCP Area, and set on fire three trucks near VUNAKANAU.

From 3 p.m. 12 April to 3 p.m. 13 April, our patrols contacted a number
Japanese northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter. During the night of 12 April,
enany artillery shelled and set on fire a fuel dump north of the TOROKINA air-
strip, badly damaged four light bombers, slightly damaged five other planes
and injured one man.

On 12 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the enemy bivouac area
near the SAUA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. TONCLEI HARECR installations, south
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by Airecobras. Dive bombers destroyed a
number of houses at KIETA, and Lightnings bombed and strafed the HIAA KUKA Area,
northeast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,

On 12 April, dive and torpedo bombers started fires in TALILI BAY, NEW
ERITAIN, supply dumps, and attacked antiaircraft gun positions west of RABAIL,
NEW BRITAIN. Antiaireraft fire shot down one torpedo bomber. Mitchells attack-
ad west RABAUL and started a number of fires. In addition, several buildinga at
RATAVAL were destroyed. Antiaircraft fire damaged two Mitchells, VUNAKANAU
runway was attacked by fighter bombers, but results were not reported,

During the night of 12-13 April, reconnaissance planes bombed KAVIENG, NEW
IRELAND, and started a number of fires,

At 8:10 a.m, 13 April, 3 Venturas bombed MILLE. Results were uncbserved,
Later, at 2:45 p.m. the area was again bombed by ome Corsalr and three Venturas,
Results were not reported.

Twelve Mitchells hit installations on MALOELAP from 10:04 a.m. to 11:01
a.m. 13 April.

At 11:27 p.m. 13 April, a Liberator bombed airfield installations on PONAFE
and started seversl fires, No antiairgpaft fire was encounterd. Another
Liberator dropped bombs on UJELANG at 10:50 p.m.

= 974 =
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Between 11:00 p.m., 13 April and 12:25 a.m., 14 April, 3 Venturas
on an armed recommaissance flight over KURABU ZAKI, SURIBACHI, southeast
coast of PARAMUSHIRU and KAKUMABETSU WAN, MOYCRO 'TAN, XUJIRA WAN, west
and southwest coast of PARAMUSHIRU, dropped a number of bomba, Due to
clouds, complete results ware not observed, Heavy end intense antiair-
eraft fire was encountered over KURABU ZAKI and meager antiaireraft fire
over the other locations. All planes returned,

Three Liberators were over MATSUViA, SHASOKATAN and PALAMUSHIRU, from
10:30 p.m., 13 April te 11:30 p.m., 13 April. & number of bombs were dropped
but due to clouds results were not cbserved, All planes returned.
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southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISILAND.
was possibly destroyed.

An ammunition dump near the MIBO RIVER,

NN\l During the night of 12-13 April, the submarine FINBACK attacked an

enemy convoy in the CAROLINE ISLANDS aree and damaged at least two ships.
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A lster report, with relation to the eneny shelling of our air strips
at PIVA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, on 10 April, indicates
that one dive and one torpedo bomber were destroyed and two planes badly damaged.

During the night of 10=11 April, night flying Catalhas bombed enemy gun
positions at MOSIGA, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and the north-
east coast of BUKA ISLAND. BALALLE ISIAND was also bombed and a large fire
started. On the same night, 2 Mitchells damaged two barges west of RABALL,
NEW ERITAIN. Antiaircraft fire damaged one Mitchell.

On the morning of 11 April, dive and torpeds bombers attacked the runway
and gun positions at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. These planea also attacked gun
positions near RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, and installations in the wvicinity of
MALAGUKA. Two buildings were destroyed at MALAGUNA. Antiaireraft fire damaged
one dive bomber and ocne torpedo bomber,

On the afterncon of 11 April, Warhawks bombed enemy pun positions at
AITARA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and sunply areas near TAVENA, central
west cocst of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and MARIRICI, south EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Torpedo bombers started large fires at gun positions
near MAMAGATA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while four Airacobras attacked and damaged
an ensmy barge off the west coast of BUKA ISLAND,

The RATAVAL supply ares, NEW BRITAIN, was attacked by Mitchells on 11
April. A number of explosions and fires started. Four Mitchells sustzined
damage by antiaireraft fire. At about the same time, 39 fighter bombers
attacked targets east of RABAUL, destroyed one building and started fires.
The ammunition area, near TALILI, NEY BRITAIN, was attacked by 12 Warhawks,
Other fighter planes strafed enemy barges near RABAUL, but results were not
reported,

On 11 April, a reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed the airfield on
ALET ISLAND, PULAWAT ATOLL, CAROLINE GROUP. Results were not reported.

On 11 April, & reconnaissance plane seriously damaged or possibly sank
a Japanese submarine somehwere in the CAROLINE ISLANDS area.

Between 7:00 &.m., and 7:15 a.m., 12 April, four large caliber enemy
shells fell on an air strip at PIVA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
damaged two of our dive bambers, and wounded one man. Enemy artillery shelled
the area near the TCROKINA air strip.

During the night of 12-13 April, gunboats (LCI) shelled MUSIGA, central
west interior, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while motor torpedo boats strafed FURIATA,

.
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At 8:30 a.m., 11 April, 5 Corsairs, bombed MILLE. Due to overcast,
results were unobserved. HNo antisireraft fire was encountered,

At sbout B:45 a.m., 11 April 10 Dauntless and 16 Corsairs bombed and
strafed antiasircraft batteries on the southeast shore of WOTJE. Moderate
antiaircraft fire damaged one Corsair.

Between B:45 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., 11 April, 12 Mitchells and 12 Hellcatas
bombed installations and runways on TAROA. Results were not observed,
Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 10:15 a.m., 11 April, the old field and runway areas on POHAPE, were
hit by six Mitchells., Moderate antiaircraft fire demaged one Mitchell.

Twelve Mitchells bombed JABOR TOWN and EMIDJ, in JALUIT ATOLL, between
1:00 pem., and 3:15 p.m., 11 April. Kkeager antiasircraft damaged cne Mitchell,

At B8:05 a.m., 12 April, PONAPE storage areas and radio installationas,
together with airfields, were attacked by 6 Mitchells and B Corsairs, Small
boats in the viecinity were also attacked. Intense antiaireraft fire was en-
countered,

Between 8:15 a.m., and 10:35 a.m., 12 April, 12 Mitchells bombed JABCR
and EXIDJ, in JALUIT ATOLL. Results were not reported. No antiaircraft fire
was encountered. TARCA gun positions were bombed by 12 kitchells, on the
morning of 12 April.

Kineteen Corsairs and 2 Venturas bombed and strafed the runway and gun
positions on WOTJE, at 10:20 a.m., 12 April. Two Corsairs were damaged by
antiaireraft fire. At about the same time, 10 Dauntless attacked the area,
One Dauntless sustained slight damage by antiaireraft fire. Later, at 11:30
a.m., the gun positions end runway were again attacked by 12 Hellcats and 10
Dauntless. Meager antisircraft fire was encountered,

The submarine REDFIN reported sinking one snemy destroyer south of
\ MINDANAO, e
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On the morning of 10 April, a reconnaissance plane started fires in
the DUBLON warehouse area, TRUK ATOLL. An enemy night fighter unsuccess-
fully attempted interception. Other reconnaissance planes bombed TABAR
ISLAND, off northeast central MEW IRELAND, and struck at enemy gun posi-
tions south of AITARA MISSION, southwest BOUCADNVILLE ISLAND.

On the morning of 10 April, Mitchells attacked airfields in the
viecinity of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. Dive and torpedo bombers attacked VUNA-
POFE, RALUANA POINT, and KERAVIA BAY. A number of hits were scored on
buildings in RALUANA. Antiasircraft fire damaped four dive bombers and one
torpede bomber. Although four enemy fighters were airborne, no attempt to
intercept our attack was made. On the same morning, 22 Mitchells started
fires and explosions in the RATAVAL supply area, while other dive and tor-
pedo bombers destroyed buildings and started fires in TALILI BAY.

At noon, 10 April, fighter planes swept over the GAZELLE peninsula
coast, NEW BRITAIN, destroyed one and damaged two barges in LASSUL BAY,
and strafed a barge at RALUANA. Other fighters destroyed a barge near
URI plantation, DUKE CF YCRK ISLAND. A Ventura bombed and strafed in-
stallations at LONTIS, northwest BUKA ISLAND.

Four large caliber shells fell in the vicinity of the TOROKINA air
strip during the morning of 11 April. Some maeterial damage was sustained
but none to planes.

On 11 April, a reccnnaissance plane bombed, strafed airfield installa-
tions on ALET ISLAND, PULAWAT ATCOLL, CARCLINE GROUP.

On 11 April, a reconnaissance plane unsuccessfully attacked a small
enemy vessel and its escort anchored west of ULUL, CAROLINE ISLAWDS. Another
reconnaissance plane, at about the same time, bombed and strafed installa-

tions on ORCLUK, CARCLINE ISLANDS.
The submarine SEAHCRSE sank two large enemy freighters off GUAM, on the

morning of 8 April. Another freighter was sunk west of SAIPAN, on the after-
noon of 9 April.

-969=
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Between 2:15 a.,m. and 5:30 a.m, 11 April, 23 Army Liberators bombed THUK.
Explosions and fires were observed at DUBLON TUWN and MOEN, Although six
enemy planes were sighted, only cne attacked, but without effect, After leav-
ing the target area, two Liberators were lost. The cause la unknown,

At 2:20 p.m, 11 April, a Liberator bombed PONAFE. Results were not reported,

Areas and reported sinking onefreighter (4,500 tons) and one freighter or oiler

The submarine SILVERSIDES returned from patrol of the MARTANAS and CAROLINE
\ (3,000 tons).
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On 10 April, a reconnaissance plane strafed a grounded medium bomber and
antiaireraft gun positions at SATAWAN, CAROLINE ISLAKDS.

The submarine PAMPANTTC attacked a convoy, 145 miles north of WOLEAI and
| scored two hits on a freighter.
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During 7 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN,
while Mitchells bombed the LAKUNAU runway. Lightnings and Airacobras started
fires near VUNAPOPE. Cther fighter planes strafed four barges in KERAVIA EAY,

KIHILI, NEW BRITAIN.

During the night of 8-% April, & night flying Catalina bombed AITARA
MISSION, south BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. On the same night, 7 Mitchells started
explosions and fires in the wharf area at RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN.

At 10:25 p.m., 9 April and at 2:00 p.m., 10 April, 6 Corsairs attacked
MILLE. Hits were scored on the runway and fires started. Antisireraft fire
damaged one Corsair.

A reccnnaissance plane bombed the new PONAFE air strip on § April. On
the same day, enother reconnaissance plane strafed and bombed a beached ship
and installations at CROLUK.

On the afterncon of 9 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked enesmy
bivouac area§ east of the TOROKINA perimeter. Other installations arcund the
perimeter were also attacked.

During the night of §-1C April, a destroyer bombarded enemy gun emplace-
ments, near MAMAGATA, southwest BOUGATNVILLE ISLAKD.

8ix Dauntless and 8 Hellcats bombed the wharf area and started a fire
at JABOR, JALUIT, at 8:12 a.m., 10 April. PFourteen Mitchells also attacked the
area between 8:00 a.m., and 10:30 a.m., 10 April.

From 10157 &.m., 10 April to 2:00 p.m., 10 April, 15 Mitchells bombed
hangars, barracks snd gun positions on TARCA. FPrior to that, at 9:35 a.m.,
3 Liberators destroyed a number of barracks and buildings. CUne Mitchell was
dameged by antiaireraft fire.

At 12113 p.m., 10 April, 10 Dauntless and 8 Corsairs bombed and strafed
WOTJE installations. Later, at 1:25 p.n., 10 Dauntless and 11 Hellcats attacked
runways and antisircraft gun positions. Meager antinircralt fire was encountered.

At 1325 p.m,, 10 April, PONAPE was boubed by 6 Mitchells. Weak antiair-
craft fire was encountered.

At about 6130 p.ms, 10 April, an air strip st PIVA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, was hit by 12 enemy shells. Ten dive and torpedo bombers,
rlus one Lightning were damaged. The enemy artillery was subsequently silenced
by our batteries.
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(n the early morning of 8 April, Mitchells started fires in KAVIENG,
NEW IRFLAND, airdrome installstioms. Fighter oplanes, later, strafed the
area, MAntiaireraft fire brought dewn one VF.

During the morning of B8 April, dive and torpedo bombers started fires
and explosions in the RATAVAL supply area, RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN. LAKANAU
airdrome installations were bombed by Litchells and & number of hits seorad
on the runway and revetments. The northeast corner of RABAUL TOWN was bombed
by fighter borbers. Fires and explosions were observed in this area and near
the oil and coal docks.

On the morning of 8 April, the MAMAGATA Area, southwest BCUGATNVILIE
ISLAND, was bombed and strafed by Alracobras and dive bombers, while dive
and torpedo boubers started fires in the bivouszc aree northeast of the TORO-
KINA perimeter. The MONOITU MISSION Area, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLANL,
was bombed by 4 Liberators.

During the period 3:00 p.m., 8 April and 3:00 p.m., 9 April, our troops
killed 45 Japanese in the TOROKINA Area. Our casualties, 1l killed, 7 wounded
and 3 missing. 5,370 enemy dead have been counted during the pericd 8 Larch
ta B &_P_r_j;i i e i - = - A i

During the night of B-9 April, night flying Catalinas bombed PORTLAND
ISLAND, west of NEW HANOVER, NEW IRELAND, and BORPOP, east central NEW IRELAND.
The AITARA MISSION Area, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was also bombed.

The submarine TRIGGER, cperating northwest of LUZMN, damaged a large
) enemy tanker with two torpedo hits.

Regraded Unclassified
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At Bt30 a.m., 9 April, & Corsairs bombed the KILLE runway area. The
area was again bombed by these planes at 11:15 a.m. Moderate antiairecraft
fire was encountered.

Adrfield installations on PONAPE were attacked at 8:30 a.m., 9 April,
by & Mitchells and 8 Corsairs. A number of fires started, Weak antiair-
ereft fire slightly damaged cne plane.

JABOR TOWN, in JALUIT, was attacked by 8 Hellcats and 7 Dauntless, at
8:40 a.m., 9 April. Antisircraft fire was meager. Eetween 12:13 p.m., and
3130 p.m., 9 April, 11 Mitchells bombed -EMIDJ and JABCR. 3Small fires wers
observed on JABOR. Meager antiamircraft fire was encountered at EMIDJ and
nona at JABOR.

At 12:27 p.m., 9 April, 9 Corsairs bombed WOTJE. Two fires were started.
Later, 1B dive bombers again attacked the area with uncbserved results.

The TARCA runway was bombed at 2:23 p.m., 9 April, by 11 Hellcats.,
Prior to that, 12 Mitchells bombed the area between 8:15 a.m., and 12:13 p.m.
Meager sntiaircraft fire was encountered.

= GbL =
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During the night of &=7 April, night flying Catalinas bombed MOSIGA,
southwest BOUGATINVILLE ISLAND, and 6 Mitchells started fires and explosions
near the TALILI FLANTATICN, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN.

On the morning of 7 April, fighter bombers started fires and destroyed
buildings at RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, while dive bombers scored many hits on
gun positions in west SIMPSON HARBOR. The TALILI FLANTATION supply area
was attacked by torpedo bombers and a number of fires started. Airdrome in-
stallations at VUNAKANAU and TOBERA were attacked by 9§ Mitchells., In the
foregoing operations, one Airacobra and 2 Mitchells were damaged by antiair-
craft fire,

During the period 3:00 p.m., 7 April - 3:00 p.m., 8 April, our ground
forces advanced against scattered enemy resistance east of the TOROKINA RIVER
mouth, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Purther details are not available at this time.

During the night of 7-8 April, enemy positions, near the PURIATA RIVER,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were strafed by motor torpede boats, and night flying
Catalinas bombed MOSIGA and ATTARA MISSION, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of & April - 9 April, 12 Army Liberators of the Tth
Army Air Force attacked THUK and scored hits on the DUBLON TOWN wharf and
fuel storage area. Another Liberator bombed the MOEN air strip with unchb-
sarved results. Meager antiaireraft fire was encountered.

On § April, aingle Liberators from the same force, bombed alternate
targets on ORCLUK, PONAFE and UJELANG.

During the night of 8-9 April, a Catalina attacked a convoy, 55 miles
northwest of WOLEAI., Results were unobserved. Another night flring Catalina
bombed WOLEAT ISLAND with unchserved results.

At noon § April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the KAVIENG, NEW
IRELAND, air strip and gun positions, while 2 Liberators bombed MONOITU
MISSICN, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Warhawks attacked enemy pillboxes
near the mouth of the TEKESSI RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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At 3100 p.m., 7 April, 4 Mitchelle send 2 Corsairs bombed PONAPE
alrdrane Installations, Moderate antizircraft fire was encountersd. Two
Corsairs feailed to return.

Between 7:105 a.m., & April and 10520 8.M., 8 April, 11 Kitchells
bombed TAROA airdrome installations. Three planes were damaged by meager
but accurate antisireraft fire,

At 8125 a.m., 8 April, 10 Dauntless and 13 Corsairs attacked WOTJE.
Later, at 9:15 a.m., 10 Dauntless, followed by 11 Hellcats, again attacked
JE. Meager antiaircraft fire damaged 2 Corsairs,

KILLE was attacked at 9:00 8.m., 8 April, by 6 Corsairs. Meager
antiaircraft fire was encountered,

JALUIT was bombed twice by 3 Venturas at G:15 a.m,, end 2:25 p.m.,
€ April., Explosions and small fires, in the barracks, magazine and ware-
house areas, were cbserved. Antiaircraft fire was meager.,

Between 12:47 p.m., & April and 4:58 p.m., & Aprdl, 11 Mitchells

bombed JALUIT. A large fire was started in JABCH TOWN. deager antisircraft
fire was encountered.
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A final report relative to the 2 April attack against TRUK by SOPAC
planes, indicates that 38 Japanese planes were destroyed, plus 7 probables.,
Nine anemy planes were damaged.

On the early morning of 6 April, night flying Catalinas bombed and
silenced enemy antiaircraft gun positions, south of KIETA, east central
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., The KERAVAT and KABAIRA Areas, near RABAUL, were also
bombed by these planes. One Catalina was slightly damaged by antiaircraft
fire.

During the morning of 6 April, dive and torpedo bombers attacked enemy
installations in the TALILI BAY supply area, NEW BRITATN, while Mitchells
bombed LAKUNAI airdrome installations. One Mitechell and two dive bombers
were damaged by antiaireraft fire. On the same morning, Lightnings and Aira-
cobras strafed and started fires on the west side of SIMPSCHN HARBCR, NEW
BRITAIN.

During the afterncon of 6 April, fighter planes in a sweep over NEW
ITRELAND and NEW BRITAIN, sank a barge in SIMFSON HARBOR, and strafed a number
of sez trucks along the east coast of NEW IREL.ND. On the same day, Warhawks
attacked targets in the vicinity of NUMA NUMA and KIETA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

Betwean 9:33 p.m., and 11:31 pum., & April, 34 SOPAC Liberators bombed
TRUK and started a number of fires and explosinns in DUBLON TOMN, O(ne enemy
plane intercepted and one Liberator is believed to have been brought down in
the vicinity of TRUK.

From 3:00 p.m., 6 April to 3:00 p.m., 7 April, our ground patrcls were
active around the TCROKINA perimeter and found many dead Japanese. The area
east of the TCROKINA RIVER mouth, has been cleared of the enemy. A destroyer
bombarded targets near the JABA RIVER, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 6-7 April, an LCI gunboat shelled enemy gun positions
at MOSIGA, southwest coast of BOUGAINVILLIE ISLAND.

Cn T April, & reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed a radio station on
ULUL ISLAND, 150 miles northwest of TRUK.
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At 3157 p.m. 6 April, 2 reconnaissance planes bombed MIILE. No anti-
aircraft fire was encountered. The following day, at 5:55 a.m., another
reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on MILIE. No antiaireraft fire was
encountered,

Between 9:04 a.m, and 10:20 a.m., 7 April, JALUIT was hit by 12
Mitchells, Later, at 2:05 p.m., 13 Dauntleaa and 11 Hellcats bombed and
strafed the waterfront area, A number of fires were started. Antiair-
eraft fire was meager.,

Twelve Hellcats bombed MALOELAF at 9:14 a.m., 7 April, Later, at
10:26 a.m,, 3 Mitchells dropped bombs. A number of hits were scored on
the rurmway., Again, at 12:14 p.m., 14 Mitchells bombed the ares, but
results were uncbserved,

At 9:45 a.m., 7 April, 13 Corsairs and 13 Dauntless attacked WOTJE.
Antisircraft fire was meager.

PURAPE airfields and a bawcite plant were bombed by 8 Mitchells at
11:20 a.m., 7 April, Results were uncbserved, Moderate antiaireraft fire

alightly damaged one plane,
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Y GROU T YED
AT FALAU
Forty buildings at ARAKABZSAN.
AT SEAPLANE BASE
Four hangars and small buildings.
AT MALAKAL

More than twenty warehouses destroyed and extensive damage to docks and
numerous large fires,

AT_XOROR
Warehouses, dumps and hangars destroyed.
AT ANGAIR
Phosphate plant demaged, including docks and storage buildings.
AT BABELTHUAP
Ore dock damaged.
AT_ATULITHI
The dock, radio station and other buildings damaged.
o e
AMrdrome facilities and buildings in the settlement were damaged.
jt.o) I 5

Extenslve ground installations were damaged, including stores, dumps,
buildings.
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The following additional information has been received concerning the
operations of the Task Force (6 BB, 5 CV, 6 CVL, 4 CVE, 13 CA, 3 CL, 2 CL(AA),
60 DD), under the tactical command of Admiral R, A, Spruance, against enemy
installations and forces in the western CARDLINES:

D yio} CUR
AMreraft

%& %ﬁﬂ Proba.hl; Destroyed

39 11 9

% = =

Combat Shi

% (WAKATAKE Class) 10D (!.?rﬁ:gi%: Class
1 vessel (possibly ODD, CM or large F.C.) converted to CM)

Non-Combetant Types

Sunk Baached & Bur %% Damaged & Eeached
2 large,b medium, 8 1 large repair ship i T large,Z medium &
szall AK 1 medium, 2 small AD 5 small AK
3 large,l medium, 1 1 small AK 1l small AK
small AD
1 picket boat
1-100 feoot boat & other
small eraft
SUNE AT SEA BY SURFACE ACTION
1 small AK, 1 APC, 1-200 ton coastal vesssl
QUR LOSSES
2 3 7R
%Tlm.aﬂ,sw, VF, , & VT,
8 pilots, 10 alr crewmen. 5 pilots, 3 air crewmen,

No damage was sustained by any of our swrface units.
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9
=
oy
Between 8:42 a.m. and 10:40 a.m. & April, TARCA was bombed by twelve
Mitchells, A large fire was started. Antiaircraft fire was meager.

At 9145 a.m. & April, UILLE was bombed by three Vemturas. No antiair-
craft fire was encountered.

At 11:16 a.m. 6 April, & Mitchells bombed PCNAPE. A large fire started.
Antisireraft fire encountered was weak.

WOTJE was attacked by 13 Corsairs at noon 6 April. Later, at 12:43 p.o.,
10 dive bombers attacked, Again, at 1:50 p.m. 11 Hellcats and 10 dive bombers
bombed the area. Meager antiaireraft fire damaged one dive bomber.

Eleven Uitchells bambed EMIDJ and JABOR from 11:57 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. 6 April,
Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered,

The submarine FUFFER returned from patrol and reported sinking a 15,105 ton
enemy transport (TEIKYD Maru) formerly the French ship D! ARTAGNAN) .,

The submarine RASER returned from patrol of the NETHERLAND EAST INDIES and
FHILIFPINE ISLANDS Area and reported the followlng results:

Smnk M

T AF TANGO Maru 6,893 tons freighter TATUKAMI Maru type -
1 AP-AK NITTAI Maru 6,48, tona 7,064 tons

1 AP-AK RYUSEI Maru 4,797 tons

1 AKX CHILE Maru 5,860 tons

1 AP-AK HEITC Maru type 68 tons

¥ tons

- 957~



* L 4

COMINCH F'Il.l{? *“' UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

b pems 7 April 1944.

%,‘Ql
= SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

Three Liberators bombed MCNOITU MISSION, south interior BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, during the moming of 4 April. At the same time fighter planes
started explosions and fires in GAZELLE HARBOR, enemy barge hideouts, cen=
tral west coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and set on fire installations at
AITARA MISSION, southwest coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The MIBO RIVER and
KIETA Areas were also strafed,

During the night of 4=5 April, night flying Catalinas damaged one enemy
barge east of the TONCLEI FLANTATION, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Other Catalinas
boabed the enemy radar installation on CAPE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND, and
MOSIGA gun positions on the southwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During 5 April, Mitchells bombed KARA and KIHILI, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
while dive and torpedo bombers supported ground troop operations along the
west bank of the SAUA RIVER, east of the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILIE
IELAND. Lightnings bombed the NUMA NUMA TRAIL Area, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At 1:30 p.m., 6 April, a medium enemy bomber was shot down near one of
our carrier forces, northeast of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

Cn the early morning ofbApril, a destroyer bombarded enemy gun positions
east of the TCROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

The submarine LAPON, returned from patrol in the S0UTH CHINA SEA, and
reported the following successes;

SANK DAMAGED
1 large oiler - 10,000 tons 1 freighter 7,390 tona
1 oiler NICHIEI MARU = 10-020 tona 2 Japznese fishing
1 Passenger vessel or vessels (by gunfire) 25 and 75 tons
freighter 7,490 tons
HOKUROKO MARU - 8,360 tons
1 small freighter =_ 4,000 tons
32,380 tons
(R
- 984 =

Regraded Unclassified



* *

COMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMAMNDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEFPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
gi#caET 9 a.me 7 April 1944.

L

'\l‘

5 SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

WAKE ISLAND was attacked by 20 Liberators, in two waves, at 8:15 p.m.,
6 April, and at 1:00 ag 7 April. Hits were scored on the storage area
and caused large explosions. A number of fires were observed in the main-
tenance and repair area. Antiaircraft fire was meager. All our planes re-

turned without damage,

The United States submarine BOWFIN, returned from patrol of the CELEBES
Area, and reported the following results:

SANK DAMAGED
1 Passenger vessel or freighter
TSUKIKAWA MARU - 5,800 tons 1 Freighter ASAKA MARU - 4,681 tons
1 Freighter - ATLAS MARU - 7,399 tona 1 Freighter TYOKO MARU = 6 tons
1 Freighter - TYOKD MARU type - 6,783 tons type 11,L56L tona
20,982 tona
- 955 -
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At 9:23 p.m., 4 April, ond again at 1:36 a,m., 5 April, 20 Liberators,
in two waves, bombed TRUK, Numerocus fires were cobserved between DUBLCN
TOWN and the seaplane base. A emall fire was seen at MOEN. Cne of six
enemy fighters which attempted interception wes shot down, plus one pro-
bable. Two of our planes are missing.

A Navy Liberator, on a reconnaissance flight over TRUK, bombed and
possibly sank a tanker or destroyer near MOEN ISLAND, at 11:45 pms, 4
April.

From 3:00 p.m., & April to 3:00 p.m., 5 April, ground patrol activity
continued in the TCROKINA, BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND sector. A patrol killed 51
Japanese east of the perimeter. Other patrols, north and east of the peri-
meter captured enemy equipment.

During the night of 4=5 April, a destroyer bombarded enemy positions in
the JABA RIVER Area, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 4-5 April, a Liberator dropped bombs on PONAFE.
Later, at B:35 a.m., 6 Mitchells and 7 Corsairs attacked PONAFE sirdrome
installations. Llioderate antiaireraft fire damaged one Mitchell.

At 9:00 a.m., 5 April, 10 Dauntless and 13 Corsairs bombed and strafed
WOTJE installations. Light and moderate antiaircraft fire brought down one
Corsair, damaged another, and damaged cne Dauntless. Later, at 9:55 a.m.,
10 Dauntless and 12 Hellcats again attacked the area.

At 9135 a.m., 5 April, 5 Corsairs bombed the MILLE runway area. No an-
tiaireraft fire was encountered.

Thirteen Dauntless and 11 Helleats attacked JALUIT and damaged a small
vessel at JABOR, at 3:04 p.m., 5 April. Prior to that, 12 Mitchells and 3
Venturas bombed and started fires and explosions on JABOR. Meager antiair-
eraft fire was encountered.

During the afterncon of 5 April, 11 Mitchells bombed TAROA. A large ex-
plosion was observed., Antisircraft fire was meager.

At 4310 p.m., 5 April, 1 Mitchell bombed MILLE. Results were not cbeserved.
Antiaireraft fire was meager.

During the night of 5-6 April, motor torpedo boats strafed the area near
the mouth of the PURIATA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and an LCI gunboat ex-
changed fire with enemy shore batteries, near MOSIGA, BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND.
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During the night of 4-5 April, metor torpedo boats sank six enemy barges,
one mile north of TOSIAVI, northwest BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND, and a night flying
Catalina bombed and strafed MOSIGA, scuthwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAKD.

The United States destroyer HALA (DD-583), while engaged in personnel
rescue operations, on 5 April, off WOTJE, sustained damage as a result of two
six-inch shells fired by at least five shore batteries located on WOTJE. Ume
man was killed.

The submerine SWORDFISH damaged two enemy ships from a five-ship convoy.
Further information is not available.
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On the morning of 3 April, VUNAKANAU end TCBERA airdrome installations
wers attacked by dive bombers, and torpedo bombers started a fire in the
TALILI BAY supply area, At about this time, Mitchells, Airacobras and War-
hawks attacked underground fuel stores at KERAVIA BAY. A number of fires were
reported in the vieinity.

An enemy barge hideout, in south EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was bombarded by
a destroyer during the afterncon of 3 April.

During the afterncon of 3 April, dive and torpede bombers scored hits on
TALILI BAY buildings and fighters, operating from GREEN ISLAND, attacked two
enemy PT type boats in KERAVIA BAY, and set on fire a barge near DYAUL ISLAND.
Five enemy sea trucks were attacked with unreported results, along the east
coast of NEW IRELAND. Other planes sank an enemy barge south of MOTUFENA
FOINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and strafed the NUMA NUMA TRAIL Area, northeast
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,

From 3:00 p.m., 2 April to 3:00 p.m., 4 April, our forces continued the
pursuit of retreating Japanese, north and east of the TOROKINA perimeter.
Many enemy graves and unburied Japanese were found. Our casualties for 2
April, 6 killed and 9 wounded.

At 11:08 a.m., 4 April, Mitchells struck BUKA airdrome installations and
the seaplane base at SOHANNA ISLAND,

A SOPAC Liberator started a large fire in DUDLON TOMN, TRUK ATCLL, on the
early morning of 4 April.

The MILLE runways were attacked at B8:35 a.m., 4 April, by 6 Corsairs.

At 12:05 p.m., 4 April, 13 Corsairs and 20 dive bombers bombed and strafed
WOTJE. Meager antiaircraft fire wes encountered.

At 9:00 a.m., 4 April, 15 Mitchells bombed JALUIT. These planes then
re-armed at MAJURO and attacked TARCA at 11:15 a.m. OUne plane was damaged by
antiaireraft fire.

At 9t4l a.m., 4 April, & Mitchells bombed TAROA and started a number of
fires, Later, at 12:47 p.m., 16 Hellcats followed and scored a mumber of hits

on the runway.
At 11:07 a.m., & April, 6 Mitchells bombed PONAPE, Accurate antiaircraft
fire damaged 3 planes.
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During the night of 1-2 April, five Mitchells harassed the RABAUL Area.
One bomber failed to return.

9 a.m, & April 194k.

At 53130 a.m., 2 April, a Mitchell bomber bombed DUELCH, TRUK ATOLL.
Results were not reported. A Liberator failed to return from a bombing mission
against TRUK, on the night of 1=2 April.

Additional reports of the SOPAC Liberator attack against TEUK, on 2 April,
indicates that 25-30 enemy planes were shot down and four of our bombers failed
to returm.

During the morning of 2 April, our fighters ranged over the RABAUL Area.
Madium, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the area and destroyed a number of
buildings and antiaircraft gun positions, Fires were alsc started at CAFE 5T.
GEORGE, NEW IRELAND. COne torpedo bomber was shot down by antiaircraft fire,
two dive bombers sustained damage while two other dive bombers were accidentally
destroyed upon returning to thelr base,

During the afternoon of 2 April, medium, dive and torpede bombers attacked
LAKUNAT airdrome installations and the TALILI BAY supply area, wiere three ware-
houses were demclished and an ammunition dump exploded. Antiaireraft fire damaged
three torpedo bombers.

Throughout 2 April, fighter planes, operating from GREEN ISLAND, destroyed
eight enemy barges and 14 trucks, between CAPZ LAMPERT, northwest coast of NEW
BRITAIN, and EAST CAPE, NIV IRELAND,

On 2 April, 12 Corsairs, patrolled over BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, destroyed an
enemy barge off BONIS, BUKA ISLAND, and attacked probable gun positions at
MOSIGA, scuthwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Hits were scored on the PURIATA RIVER
bridge. Om the same day, other planes destroyed enemy pillboxes and bulldings
on NUSAVE ISLAND, south of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and attacked with unreported re-
sults an enemy barge of f SANKAU ISLAND, MATCHIN BAY, and another barge off the
northeast coast of NEW IRELAND.

During the night of 2-3 April, night flying Catalinas bombed and strafed
KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND and GARINER ISLAND. Barges, south of MOTUFENA FOINT, were
attacked, but results were not reported. Recornaissance planes strafed CAFE
GAZELIE, NEW BRITAIN, and set on fire an eneay barge in the vicinity. The RABAIL
Area was attacked during the night, by 6 Mitchells.

The enemy bivouac area, in the vicinity of the TEKESSI RIVER mouth, north-
east EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was shelled by one of our destroyers on the morning of
3 .hpril-

- 951 -

Regraded Unclassified




i :

COMINCH FILE P UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
T HAYVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
9 Aalla 5 A-pril 1%.
& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

A reconnaissance was completed on 3 April of the MEJIT ATCLL, 65
miles northeast of WOTJE ATCLL, MARSHAIL GROUP. A gquantity of radio
material was captured and seven Japs were killed.

On 3 April, at 8:42 a.m., 7 Mitchell light bombers attacked JALUIT
with unobserved results. Rearming at MAJURO ATOLL, they turned about and
hit the northeast end of TARCA at 12:15 p.m., on the same day, with unocb-
served results. No damage resulted in either of these strikes to our planes.

On two strikes on JALUIT ATOLL, on 3 April, between 7:50 &.m., and
11:50 a.m., 4 Helleats and 16 Marine Dauntless dive bombers, bombed JABCE
and EMIDJ, They also strafed the islands and started small fires on a dock
and vessel at JABOR. A fire was started on the east ramp at EMIDJ. Al-
though the antisircraft fire was moderate, one Dauntless dive bomber suffered
slight damage,

At 9159 a.m., 3 April, 12 Helleats hit the southwest runway at TARCL.
There was no antiaircraft fire.

The runway at WOTJE was bombed and strafed by 13 Corsairs, at §:l5 &.z.,
on 3 April, Fires were started. The antiaireraft fire was weak.

At 2:09 p.m., on 3 April, 6 Mitchell light bombers, bombed FONAFE's
old and new airfields. They were met by a moderate but accurate antiair-
craft fire. No attempt was made to intercept this flight. Slignt damage was
reported by 3 planes.

Between 11:31 pe.m., on 3 April, and 1 a.m., on 4 April, 20 Liberatars
struck the seaplane base at DUELON and ETEN ISLANDS, THUK ATOLL., HNo fires
were observed from this bombing. Other targets in the vicinity were obscured.
A twin-engined fighter, one of three, attempted an interception. In spite of
numerous searchlights, the antiaireraft fire was inaccurate and weak in wvolume.
A miscellansous collection of large ships was cbserved through the overcast,

During the same night, at 11:23 p.m., & lone Liberator dropped bombs
on the old airfield at PONAPE. No damage or casuzlties are reported in these
two flights by Liberatora.
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& Damaging hits were scored at PORTON FLANTATION and docks on east MATCHIN
BAY, northern BOUGAINVILLE, by two Dauntless dive bombers.

On 2 April, at 12:45 p.m., 4 squadrons of Liberators bambed TRUK ATOLL.

Between 3:00 p.m., on 1 April and 3:00 p.n., on 2 April, patrole continued
to work toward the upper forks of the TOROKINA RIVER, BOUGAINVILIE. From Hill
250, our artillery and machine guns harassed the Japs retreating across the
river and inflicted considerable casualties. Enemy installations near TEKESSI
RIVER were attacked by air and surface forcea. During 1 April, our casualties
resulted in 9 killed in action and 26 wounded in action.

On 1 April, a BLUE recomnaissance party returned to BUIRAU ISLAND, from
MUSSAU ISLAND, and reported that they had acquired many documents, alsc 800
pounds of radio gear and three enemy machine gpuns. Eight buildings, some bombs,
243 drums of gas, were destroyed.

Between B8:45 and 10:10 p.m., on 2 April, 22 Liberators hit DUBLON TOWN
and warehouses in the TRUK ATCLL, Large and small fires were started. Three
enemy fighters, including & twin-engined plane, attempted an interception.
The antiaireraft fire was meager and inaccurate in spite of the aid of numerous
searchlights, No damage or casualty resulted to our planes.

On 2 April, both the new and old airfield strips at PONAFE were bombed and
strafed.

On 2 April, the AILUK ATOLL, in the RADAK CHAIN, of the MARSHALL ISLANDS,
was taken over by one of our reconnaissance parties., The establishment of U.S.
sovereignty over this atoll now makes & total of 12 stolls of this group in our
possession. The others previously announced, were 'WOTHO, UJAE, LAE, LIB, HaMU,
AILDICLAPALAP, NAUCRIK, EBON, KILI, ARNO and BIKINI.
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During the night of 1-2 April, motor torpeds beats from TOROKINA, strafed
MIKMIK ISLAND, off the northwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE. Later, the same night,
a patrol plane bombed the island and scored & near miss on & barge east of
TAIOF ISLAND.

A search plane, during the evening of 2 April, sighted three barges south
of MOTUPENA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. When a destroyer approached the barges scat-
tered and beached themselves, where they were subjected to a shelling from the
destroyer.

During the night of 31 March - 1 April, Mitchell bombers started three large
fires in TALILI BAY, NEW BRITAIN.

Patrol planes, during the same night, bombed TANGA ISLAND, off the northeast
central coast of NEW IRELAND, LEMANKOA, in northwest BUKA and AITARA, in south-
west BOUGAINVILIE.

During 1 April, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers hit the supply ares at
RATAVAL, in the western section of RABAUL. The entire area was left seething
in a mass of flames, The antiaireraft fire at RATAVAL damaged one of the
ivengers. CAPE ST. GHORGE was alsc banbed where large fires were started,

Mitchell bombers blasted the supply area south of VUNAPOPE, HABAUL. Wnen
the antiaireraft barrage caught the first squadron, during its approach, 7
planes were damaged.

Airacobras and Warhawks bombed the BOPOP AREA, hitting the coal and oil
wharfs.

Several fires were started ot MONOITU MISSION, BOUGAINVILIE, by Lightnings.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers bombed hulks on the shores of KERAVIA
BAY, RABAUL.

In the usual fighter sweep, ten to fifteen trucks were set on fire along a
coastal road in NEW IRELAND, and a barge and a small craft were also hit off
the south coast.

Warhawis attacked the NUMA NUMA supply area in northeast BOUGAINVILLE during
the afterncon of 1 April.

The MINTERIA RIVER supply area was hit by Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers.
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A fighter sweep, covering RABAUL and certain sections of the KEW IRELAND
areas, demolished two trucks, an antialrcraft positlon and an ammunition dump
in TALILI BAY; sank two barges and destroyed several buildings at TABAIRA BAY,
and finally sank & small enemy freighter in KERAVIA BAY.

On 31 March, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers, patrolling the TOROKINA
perimeter, sank a barge in the TAVENA RIVER, central west BOUGAINVILIE,and de-

stroyed a bridge over the PURIATA RIVER,
Lightnings and Airacobras strafed the NUMA NUMA PLANTATION supply area.
Two Liberators bombed MUKUITU MISSION in northern BOUGAINVILLE.

From 5:00 p.m., 31 March, to 5:00 p.m., 1 April, a patrecl from the 132nd
Infentry, engaged an unestimated number of Japs in the vicinity of Hill 501,
on the east TOROKINA perimester. Upon contact, the enemy withdrew. Other enemy
groups were located, moving east and across the upper gtretches of the TCROKINA
RIVER. Our artillery brought them under firse. On the northeast of the TOROEINA
perimeter, five enemy guns were found destroyed, presumably by our artillery.
There were many indications of mass Jap buriale. In the battle of BOUGAINVILLE,
gll indications point to a complete Jap defeat and the withdrawal of his remnants
to the north and east of the perimeter. On 31 March, 10 of our troops were killed
in action and 21 were wounded.

A preliminary report, sketchy in detail, from our Task Force which struck
the PALAU ISLAND3, WOLEAI ISLAND and YAP, in the CAROLINE ISLANDS, on 30 March -
1 April, indicates that our aircraft losses, based on incomplete returns, were
as follows: 8 fighters, 11 bombers and 8 torpedo planes, msking a total of 27.
It would appear that %ﬂmﬂtﬂ to our surface units, during the night
previous te the init attacks and during the attack days.

Incamplets reports point to the destroyal of many enemy aircraft, and
apparently all enemy ships that were present in anchorages of the designated
targets, were sunk or damaged. Near PALAU, one small ship was sunk at sea and
two near WOLEAI.
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On 1 April at 5:38 a.m., & lone Liberator dropped incendiaries on
DUBLON, TRUK ATOLL. A large fire resulted and was visible for 50 miles.
\ Smoke and flames arose to 3,000 feet from a spectacular explosion.

On 1 April, from 7:05 a.m., to 8:00 a.m., DUHLON TOWN, TRUK ATOLL,
was bombed by 14 Liberators. Large fires were started, The intensity
of the antiaircraft fire varied in volume, but was inaccurate. GQuite a
number of searchlights attempted to spot our planes,

During a reconnoitering of BIKINI ATOLL, east of ENIWETOK ATCLL, in
the MARSHALL ISLAMD group, 5 Japs were killed.

On the night of 31 March, cne of our destroyers bombarded an enemy
barge hangout at the mouth of the MARIRIEI RIVER, southeast EMPRESS AUGUSTA
BAY. Llater, the same night, one of our patrol planes bombed the same &rea.

During the night of 36-31 March, our patrol planes hit POPORANG and
BALLALE, in the SHORTLAND Area.

Six Mitchells harassed RABAUL, causing many fires in the VUNAPOFE and
RATAVAL Areas. In the latter place, much smoke arcse from the numerous
fires started in the supply area. Antiaircraft fire slightly damaged one
Mitchell,

At noon, on 31 March, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers hit antiair-
craft positions and buildings in the vicinity of the LAKUNAI air strip,
HABAUL., Three houses were demolished. Two Avengers were damaged by anti-
aircraft fire and one of them was forced to make a water landing in ST.
GECRGE CHANNEL. However, her crew was rescued.

Lightnings and Airaccbras started fires in the northeast section of
RABAUL.

Warhawks bombed VUNAPOFE, in the RABAUL Area.

On 31 Merch, at 12:45 p.m., Dauntless dive boubers and Avengers got four
hits on & small enemy freighter in KERAVIA BAY, RABAUL, and left it down
by the stern.

CAPE 5T. GEORGE Lighthouse was attacked by 3 Avengers.

During the afterncon of 31 March, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers
started fires in three warehouses on the shores of TAIILI BAY, in nerthern

NEW BRITAIN.
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On 31 March, from 11:03 a.m., to 3:09 p.m., 12 Mitchells attacked
JALUIT, and started fires on EMIDJ, TINIET, and the first three islands
north of TINIET., Rearming at MAJURO, they blasted TAROA from 11:16 a.m.,
to 2:00 p.me At the north tip end of the northeast runway, & large ex-
plosion took place. The antlaireraft fire was meager and inaccurate.

At noon, on 1 April, WOTJE ATOLL was bombed by 10 Marine Dauhtless dive
bombera. The antiaircraft fire was meager. This strike was followed by
a strafing attack from 17 Marine Corsairs.

On 1 April, at 12:15 p.m., PONAFE was hit with uncbserved results, by
12 Mitchells and 14 Marine Corsairs. Weak antiaircraft fire inflicted

minor damsge on 1 Corsair.

From 11:00 a.m., to 1:15 pem., 1 April, TAROA was bombed by 15 Mitchells.
One hit exploded a large gasocline stowage unit. The antiaircraft f{ire was
mixed, but all told its aim was inaccurate. This flight rearmed at MAJURO
ATCLL and bombed EMIDJ, JALUIT ATOLL, from 12:01 p.m., to 4:45 p.m. Largs
firas were started, The antiaircreft fire varied from medium to meager and
dltogether was inaccurate.

- G45 =

Regraded Unclassified



b
L]

commnci rie 4P, UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

NAVY DEPARTMENT. WASHINGTON, D. C
)

m 9‘-“1 21Pl‘ﬂ 1%!

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On 30 March, early in the morming, 2 Liberators from the south Paeific
area bombed MOEN ISLAND, at TRUK.

Later in the day, at 12:35 p.m,, 1l more Liberators struck at the run-
ways and revetments on MOEN ISLAND, TRUK ATOLL and caused & lerge fire
south of the strip. Thirty to forty Zeros and other types of enemy fighters
engaged our planes in a forty-five minute running battle. One Liberator was
forced down about 176 miles northeast of GREEN ISLAND, but eight of her crew
were recovered by one of our rescue planes, Another B-24 landed on GREEN
ISIAND with one killed and one wounded. Five other Liberators were damaged.
However, 11 enemy fighters were destroyed, with two probables,

With reference to the TRUK strike, on 29 March, by 20 Liberators, operating
from EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, more complete interrogation of the planes crews
indicates a total of 31 Jap fighters were destroyed, 12 probable and 10 damaged,
Fifteen of our Liberators were hit by enemy fighters and one was downed. Cur
casualties were 20 killed and 10 wounded,

At noon, 30 March, Mitchell planes bombed VUNAPOPE, RABAUL, causing
numercus fires, It is believed that one of the fires was from an exploded
ammunition dump. Two Mitchells were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

Lightnings hit southwest of RABAUL and started many fires.

Early in the morning of 30 March, Dauntless planes and Avengers made a
strike over KERAVIA BAY, RABAUL, and made direct hits on a small enemy
freighter and the hulk of a destroyer. In another sweep in the afternocon,
they again hit the hulk.

During the afternoon of 30 March, 2 Venturas bombed and wrecked buildings
and sawmills at PONDO, PORIT and MASSAVA BAY, in northern NEV BRITAIN.

The river mouths along the eastern side of EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAIN-
VILLE, where possible barge concentrations and supply areas of the enemy were
believed to be located, were attacked by fighters and light bombers.

From 3:00 pem., 30 March, to 3100 p.ms, 31 March, BLUE air patrols con-
tinue to be active around the TCROKINA perimeter. In the north side of the
perimeter, FIJI forces pocketed an unestimated number of Japs, near the NI
NUMA TRAIL. Hostile resistance was encountersd further east on the trail.
During 30 March, seven of our troops were killed in action, while five were
wounded in action.
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During 30 March, WOTJE was attacked three times. At 12:56 a.m., by

10 dive bombers; at 1:30 p.m., by 16 Corsairs; at 2:00 p.m., by 10 dive
bombers and four fighters. Two Corsairs were damaged by antiaireraft fire.

At 93125 a.m., 30 March, MILLE was attacked by 3 Venturas. Prior to
that, 6 Corsairs had attacked antiaircraft batteries and an ammunition
dump on the atoll,

TAROA was bombed by 11 Mitchells at B:55 a.m., 30 March. Results were
unobserved.

During the night of 30 March, a Liberator apparently unable to reach
its THUK target, bombed PONAFE. Results were not reported.

On 30 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed KUSAIE. Results were not
reported,
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On 28 March, Lightnings attacked the MIBO RIVER Area, south BOUGAIN-
VILLE ISLAND, and other fightersswept the RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, Area. In
KERAVIA BAY, a destroyer was strafed. An explosion was observed buf the
extent of damage to the destroyer was not reported. Four Lightnings strafed
the NUMA NUMA THAIL and plantation on BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, while torpedo
bombers bombed the MAVASSA supply area and enemy pillboxes near the mouth
of the JABA RIVER. A large fire was started at RATAVAL by Warhawks and
MAWARAKA, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, was bombed by these planea.

During the night of 28-29 March, night flying Catalinas bombed installa-
tions on the coastline of BUKA ISLAND, TARO AND SIPOSAI ISLANDS, in CHOISEUL
BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND,

On the morning of 29 March, the VUNAPOPE, MEW BRITAIN, runway and supply
area was bombed by dive and torpedo bombers. Hits were scored on a number
of gun positions and fires started. Two dive and four torpedo bombers were
damaged by antiaircraft fire. Later, that morning, the area was again
attacked by Mitchells with unreported results. One Mitchell was damaged by
antiaireraft fire.

At B:l5 p.ms., 29 March, five Liberators bombed TRUK. Four of these
bombers attacked ETEN. HResults were unobserved. All our planes returned
without damage.

At 8:00 p.m., 30 March, 19 Liberators bombed DUELON, MOEN, FEFAN, PARAN
and UMAN, in the TRUK ATOLL. Explosions and fires were seen on DUBLON. Large
fires were observed at MOEN and UMAN. Moderate inaccurate antiaireraft fire

was encountered.

Between 8tidy p.m., and 11:33 p.m., 31 March, 21 Liberators bombed TRUK
targets, including the MOEN ar strip and barracks. Bombs were dropped on
ETEN and DUBLON. Large fires were observed on MOEN, DUBLON and ETEN. Two
enemy planes ineffectively intercepted. All our planes returned but two sus-
tained slight damage.

From 5:30 a.m., 30 March to 11:30 a.m., 30 March, 14 Dauntless and 19
Hellcats, bombed EMIDJ. One Dauntless was damaged by moderate antiaircraft
fire. Later, 11 Mitchells bombed the area. Results were not reported.

At 8:30 a.m., 30 March, 3 Mitchells and 16 Corsairs bombed PONAPE and
started large fires in the warehouse area. Antiaircraft fire encountered was
moderate. All our planes returned without damage.
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During the night of 29-30 March, & number of our destroyers bembarded

enemy concentrations south of TEHESSI, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. At the same time, an ICI gunboat shelled MOSIGA, central west coast

of BOUGATNVILIE ISLAND,
On 30 March, the submarine STINGRAY sank a Jinyo Maru type vessel north-
west of PAGEN ISLAND in the MARIANAS Group.
The submarinePICUDA, operating in the Marianas Area, sank a 7,000 ton f
freighter on 29 March, !
|

[ 1
On 31 March, the submarine FLYING FISH, operatirg in the FORMOSA-NAHA Area, | |
sank a 2,000 ton freighter, probably sank a 5,000 ton freighter and damaged a |

7,000 ton cargo vessel,

|
i

- 941 =



& o
UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
9 a.m. 31 March 194LL.

> SOUTH 4D CEVTRAL PACIFIC

At 12:59 p.m, 29 March, 20 Liberators, operating from EMFRESS AUGUSTA
BAY, bombed ETEN ISLAND, TRUK Atoll. About 200 direct hits were scored in the
shop and hangar area ad other airdrome installations. A large explosion
and a mumber of fires were cbserved. Thirty-five grounded enemy fighters,
L, medium bombers and 10 dive bombers are beliaved to have been destroyed.
Fhotographs showed 15 of these planes exploding. Heavy moderate antiaircraft
fire was encountered,

About 90 enemy fighters intercepted and pursued our bomber, Preliminary
reports indicate that in a 45-minute engagement, 5 to 20 enemy fighters were
shot down. We lost one Liberator, Another Liberator, apparently damaged,

ecrash landed on GREEN ISLAND.

Although complete reports have not been recelved, it is indicated that
about 17 Liberstors, operating from a base in the MARSHALLS, again attacked
TRUE st spproximately 7:15 p.m. end 7:30 p.m. 2§ March, A nusber of fires
wers started. All of owr planes returned without damage.

UJELANG was attacked by 3 Dauntless at 10:45 a.m. 29 March, Antiair-
eraft fire was weak,

Between 8:30 a,m, and 11:2) a.m, 29 March, 15 Mitchells bombed JALUIT.
Results were uncbserved, Antiaircraft fire was meager.

fleven ¥itchells bombed TARCA at 11:20 a.m, 29 March, A number of large
gil fires were started, Antiaireraft fire was moderate.

EMTDJ was bombed by 3 Mitchells st 4:05 p.m. 29 March, No antiaircraft
fire was encountered.

At 9115 a.m. 29 March, 13 Dauntless and 16 Corsairs bombed and strafed
WOTJE antiaireraft gun positions and radar installations. Results were not
reported, Moderate antiaircraft fire demaged one Corsair, Later, 7 Dauntless
and 4 Helleats again attacked the area with unreported results. One Dauntless
was damaged by antiaircraft fire.

On 29 March, 6 Mitchells and 5 Corsairs struck MILLE installations. Hesults

were unobserved, No antiaireraft fire was encountered,
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The following communicque, released by CinCFac, is quoted for information:
"Strong FACIFIC FLEET forces at dawn Wednesday 29 March (west longitude date)
initiated heavy attacks on the Jaspanese-held FPALAU ISLANDS. After discovery
of approach of our forces by enemy planes searching from their bases in the
CAROLINES and NEW GUINEA, thelr ships were observed fleeingz the area before
our units could reach attack positions. Our attacks continue, No further
details are as yet available."

At 7 a.m. 26 March, carrier-based planes attacked with rockets a 1,500
ton enemy vessel, damaged and forced the vessel ashore 65 miles east of KAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND.

During the night of 27-28 March, reconnaissance planes bombed NAMATANAI
and KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. Night flying Catalinas bombed huts at NANALAR, NEW
ERITAIN, and Mitchells started a number of fires in the RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN.

On the morning of 28 March, LAKUNAI gun positions were attacked by dive
and torpedo bombers. Two planes were damaged by antiairecraft fire. On the
same day, Mitchells bombed TOBERA and Lightnings, Alracobras and Warhawks start-
ed fires in the RATAVAL supply area, NEW ERITAIN. A Mitchell bombed and strafed
barges and warehouses in ATALIKILIKUN BAY, MEW BRITAIN.

During the afternocon of 28 March, one of our destroyers bombarded enemy
positions in the TOROKINA perimeter area. A possible fuel dump was set on fire,

Japanese were counted in the area east of the TOROKINA perimeter. Fatrol

During the period 3 p.m, 28 March to 3 p.m, 29 March, 202 more dead
activity continues, Our casualties - 1 killed, 23 wounded, H

On the afterncom of 28 March, TALILI, NEW BRITAIN, was bombed by torpedo
bombers, and fighters strafed 3 barges and a gunboat in KERAVIA BAY. One
fighter plans was domned over the DUKE OF YORK ISLANDS. The pilot was recover-
ed, under fire, by an escorted rescue plane, 2 Corsairs failed to return from
this rescue mission,

During 28 March, dive and torpedo bombers struck enemy supply and personnel
areas in the EAST EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area and damaged bridges over the FURIATA
RIVER. A liberator attacked and started a fire at MONOITU MISSION, southwest
interior BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, while 4 Warhawkse bombed the supply area near NUKA
NUMA, northeast BCUGAINVILIE ISLAND.
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On 27 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the supply area near
the mouth of the REINI RIVER, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
while Warhawks started fires in what appeared to be a gascline dump, near
the TEKESSI RIVER, central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

From 3:00 p.m., 27 March to 3:00 p.m., 28 March, our troops cleared the
enemy from an area east of the TOROKINA perimeter. Many dead Japanese were
found. Contact was maintained with the enemy, 1,500 yards north of the
perimeter. Our reconnaissance patrols found many dead Japanese. There are
indications that the enemy has broken close contact and may be withdrawing
to KIETA, east central BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Our casualties, 27 March, B
killed, L& wounded.

During the afterncon of 28 March, our gunboats (LCI), bombarded the
TCROKINA area, started fires and destroyed a beached enemy barge near the
HREINI RIVER.

Cn 28 March, a reconnaissance plane was attacked by ten enemy fighters,
over SATAWAN ISLAND. One fighter was set on fire. One of the reconnaissance
plane crew was wounded.

The submarine RAY, in addition to damaging a large tanker, (previously
reported), scored one or possibly two torpede hits in a CHIDCRI type destroyer.
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Five Catalinas and 2 Mitchells attacked WOLEAL, CAROLINE ISLANDS,

dlm the night of 29-30 March. Large fires and explosions were ob-
aa .

On 28 March, an unreported number of our destroyers bombarded
KAPINGAMARANGI ATOLL with 572 rounds of 5" and 430 rounds of 4O milli-

meter projectilea. Many bulldings were destroyed or damaged. No shore
battery fire waa encountered and no antiaireraft positions were obsarved.

The submarine TUNNY attacked and probably scored two hits on a KONOD
elass battleship, departing FALAU, at T:40 p.m., 30 March.

\ The submarine RAY attacked a convey in the SOUTH CHINA SEA and damaged

a large tanker with one torpede hit. (AM '-:_‘2) 3’"“65"5'1—

PVTIPET Mt;'r?)

\

b

b ?qu Podbacsle - Corvkrnts
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Reconnalssance planes bombed the KAVIENG airfield and NAIATANATI,
NEW IRELAND, during the night of 26-27 March, and on 27 March, a
Liberator again bombed KAVIENG. Hesults were not reported.

A supply and ammunition dump, at TALILI, near RABAUL, NEW IRELAND,
was attacked on the morning of 27 March, by dive and torpedo bombers.
A number of fires and explosions were started. Fhotographs indicated
considerable damage in the area.

On 27 March, Mitchells attacked VUNAFOFE, NEW BRITAIN, and started
a large fire. This attack was followed by 34 fighter bombers, which
again bombed the area., Fhotographs indicated 22 buildings destroyed,
plus others still burning. Eight Mitchells were damaged by antiairecraft
fire.

During 27 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked an ammunition dump
area at TAWUI POINT, NEW BRITAIN, with unreported results, while 2 Mitchells
strafed shore installations between CAPE LAMBHERT and MASSAVE, NEW BRITAIN.

On 27 March, a destroyer bombarded and started fires in a possible
ammunition dump and supply area, at the mouth of the TAVENA RIVER, east
EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

During the night of 27-28 March, & gunboat (ICI), shelled MOSIGA, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. On the same night, five Mitchells attacked and
started fires in TALILI BAY, VUNAFOFE and north RABAUL TOWN installaticns,
One Mitchell was damaged by antiaireraft fire.

The barracks and runways on TAROA were attacked at 9:30 a.m., 282 March,
by 9 Mitchells. Results were not reported. Meager antiaircraft fire slightly

damaged one plane.

At 9:35 a.m., 28 March, 6 Corsairs attacked MILLE. Hesults were not
reported., No antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Ten Dauntless attacked WOTJE at 10:35 a.m., 28 March. Frior to this
attack, 32 Corsairs had bombed and strafed the area starting a number of
fires. Later, at 12:10 p.m., 10 Dauntless and 8 Hellcats attacked WOTJE.

Meager antiaireraft fire slightly damaged two planes.

At 12:15 p.m., 28 March, 6 Vaenturas, bombed islands in JALUIT ATOLL.
Later, 3 Venturas and 8 Mitchells again attacked the atoll. Results were
not reported. Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered,
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During the night of 25-26 March, night flying Catalinas set on fire a
barge or a amall tanker near DUNUNG ISLAND, northwest of NEW HANOVER. Re-
connaissance planes attacked the NAMANATAI, NEW IRELAND, runway and started
a fire northwest of the KAVIENG, air strip. On the same night, a number of
fires were started at RABAUL by 7 Mitchells.

On the morning of 26 March, Mitchells attacked VUNAKANAU airdrome in-
stallations. Nine Mitchells were damaged by antiaireraft fire, Fighter
bombers started fires in the KIHILI supply area, south NEW IRELAND, while
dive and torpedo bombers attacked installations at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

Cn the afterncon of 26 March, the supply area at VUNAPOPE, NEW BRITAIN,
was attacked by dive bambers. During the afterncon, 2 Mitchells probably
destroyed the enemy radar installation in ADIER BAY, MEW BRITAIN, and damaged
a barge west of RABAUL.

During the night of 26-27 March, gunboats (ICI) bombarded PURIATA, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and the mouth of the SAUA RIVER. OUn the same night,
motor torpedo boats sank a gasoline barge off the northeast coast of BOUGAIN-
VILIE ISLAND. Two of the boats were slightly damaged by enemy shore fire.

Supply and perscnnel areas in the vicinity of the MARIRICI RIVER, south-
east EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, were attacked on 26 March by dive and torpedo bambers,
while fighter planes destroyed 3 pillboxes on islands at the mouth of the
TEKESSI RIVER, EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY Area.

Between 3:00 p.m., 26 March and 3;00 p.m., 27 March, our patrols contacted

the enemy in all sectors of the TOROKINA perimeter. Bombers patrolled the area,
and attacked snemy positions. Our casualties for 26 March, 8 killed, 43 wounded.

PAKIN ISLANDS, in the CAROLINE ISLAND GROUF, were bombed by a reconnaissance
plane on 27 March. Results were not reported.

Due to bad weather, Liberators, unable to reach TRUK, bombed PULUSUK ISLAND,
120 miles southwast of TAUK. Results were not reported. No enemy planes were
encountered.

The submarine HERRING, operating in EMPIRE waters, damaged an enemy destroyer.
= 935 =
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At B:15 a.,m, 27 March, 12 Mitchells, escorted by 18 Corsairs, bombed
and strafed, with good results, PONAFE town and airdrome installations,

Our planes were intercepted by 15 enemy fighters, and of these shot down
nine, plus three probables. Enemy antiaircraft fire was intense but in-
accurate, One Mitchell failed to return and another was damaged.

WOTJE and other islands in the atoll were bombed and strafed with fair
results by 20 dive bombers, escorted by 23 fighters, at 8:35 a.m., 27 March,
One bomber was lost, but the pilot was recovered,

At 9 a.m, 27 March,12 Mitchells bombed JALUIT. Results were unobserved
due to clouds.

TAROA and other islands in the MALOELAP Atoll were bombed and strafed by
aix Venturas at 11:10 a.m. 27 March. Good results were reported,
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’ During the periocd, 3:00 p.m., 24 March to 3:00 p.m., 26 March,

much ensmy sniper fire and a considerable concentration of Japs were

| located by our troops in the north sector of the TOROKINA perimeter.
| Three hundred and sevemty-six Japanese dead were counted in this area.
A Fiji patrol, operating near the NUMA NUMA trail, killed 15 Japaness.

Qur troops, in mopping up east of the perimeter, killed many Japa-
nese, Since 9 March, 2,38, dead Japs have been counted in the TOROKINA
area. OQur casualtlies for 24-25 March, 35 killed and 151 wounded.

On 26 Mareh, a reconnaissance plane bombed LEIE ISLAND, KUSAIE GROUP,
and another reconnaissance plane attacked FINGELAP. HResults were not re-

pnrrt.nd.-
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During the night of 24-25 March, reconnalssance planes bombed air-
field installations at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND.

On the early morning of 25 March, 7 Mitchells harassed RABAUL TOWN
and started fires at RAFOPO, NEW BRITAIN. On the same morning, dive and
torpedo bombers attacked gun positions, northwest of RABAUL, started fires
and destroyed buildings., One torpedo bomber was shot down by antiaireraft
fire and two bombers plus an escorting fighter sustained damage.

Prior to noon, 25 March, 34 fighter bombers attacked and started fires
in the enemy fuel stores at KERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN.

On the afterncon of 25 March, dive baombers attacked an ammunition dump
at TAWUI POINT, NEW BRITAIN, and struck at the KAVIENG runway, NEW IRELAND.
One bomber failed to return.

The bivouac area, in the viecinity of the MIBC RIVEH, southwest coast
of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMD, and installations west of the CAMAT RIVER, south

BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, were bombed and strafed by Lightnings and Airacobras,
on 25 Mareh., On the same day, a radar installation in ADLER BAY, east NEW

BRITAIN, was destroyed by Mitchell bombers.

On 25 March, the RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, supply area was bombed by
Witchells and & number of fires started. Three Mitchells were damaged by
antiaireraft fire.

On 25 March, 2 Venturas destroyed the MASSAVA BAY dam, NEW BRITAIN, and
2 enemy barges west of RABAUL, MEW BRITAIN. Other aircraft in a sweep over
RABAUL and south NEW IRELAND, destroyed two truck loads of Japanese at MATLIK,
south NEW IRELAND.

During the night of 25-26 March, gunboats (ICI), bombarded the JABA
RIVER mouth area central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, attacked five
enemy barges, sank one and probably ancther and drove the remainder ashore,
where they were ahdled by one of our destroyers.

Tt is believed that our heavy artillery fire, during the night of 24-25
March, prevented a Japanese attack against the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND. Throughout 25 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked enemy gun
positions outside of the TOROKINA perimster, and during the afterncon of the
same day, a destroyer bombarded enemy positicns in the area,
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On 25 March, a reconnaissance plane sank two small freighters, near
PONAFE, and strafed airfield installations on the island,

The new field barracks on PONAFE were bombed by 3 Mitchells at 9ik5
8.m., 26 March. Our bombers were attacked by 15 Zeros and of these shot
down four, plus one probable. One Mitchell was damaged. Later, at 10:05
8.n., 10 Mitechells bombed buildings on the old airfield and started a number

of fires, The entire area was strafed by accompanying Corsaira. Heavy but
inaccurate antiaireraft fire was encountered. The escorting Corsairs on their
return flight strafed UJELANG ATOLL.

Three Mitchells attacked CLLOT ISLAND, MALOELAP ATCLL, with bombs and
75 millimeter cannon, at 10:27 a.m., 26 March. Later, at 11:05 a.m., 10
Mitchells bombed the runway area on TAROA. Heavy but inaccurate antiaireraft

fire was encountered.

At 11:24, a.m,, 26 March, EMIDJ, ENYBOR and JABOR, in JALUIT ATOLL, were
attacked by 6 Venturas. Heavy explesions on EMIDJ and ENYEOR were observed.

At 12:28 p.m., 26 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed the radioc in-
stallation area on PINGELAP. No hits were scored. Light antiaircraft fire
was encountered.

At 2:00 p.m., 26 March, 13 Dauntless and 12 Corsairs bombed and strafed
WOTJE. A number of fires were started. Antiaircraft fire encountered was

meager and inaccurate.

On 26 Mareh, 1 Mitchell bombed MILIE with uncbserved results. The bomber
was slightly damaged by antiaireraft fire.
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The submarines POLLOCK and WHALE attacked a twelve-ship convoy, under
strong escort, about 90 miles north by west of CHICHIJIMA. The POLLOCK

sank one destroyer, one medium freighter, probably sank two large freighters
and damaged one unidentified vessel,
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At 11:33 a.m., 25 March, 13 Mitchells bombed and strafed the FONAFE air
strip and other installations, in addition to destroying a building on ANT
ISLAND. Enemy antisireraft fire was moderate.

At 12:45 p.m., 25 March, 13 Dauntless and 12 Corsairs bombed and strafed
WOTJE installations. A direct hit was scoered on a water distillaticn plant.

Twelve Mitchells, at 1:00 p.m., 25 March, bombed JALUIT, Enemy antiair-
eraft fire damaged one plane,

Various islands inMALECLAP ATOLL were bombed by 4 Venturas at 2:30 p.m.,
25 hﬁhi

During the night of 23-24 March, reconnaissance planes bombed the KAVIENG
runway and NAMATANAT, NEW IARELAND. Installations in CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL
ISLAND, were also attacked,

During the afterncon of 24 March, 74 dive and torpedo bombers attacked the

VUNAKANAU, NEW IRELAND, runway and surrounding gun positions. Antiaireraft
fire damaged five planes. Later, 3 Mitchells again attacked this area. One

Mitchell was damaged by antisireraft fire.

On 24 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the supply area in east
EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and enemy positions around the TORO-
KINA perimeter. Installations in the MATCHIN BAY area were attacked by Aira-
cobras,

During the afternoon of 24 March, 37 of our fighter planes bombed VUNAPCPE,
NEW BRITAIN, and started a number of fires. Other fighter planes strafed in-
stallations at RABAUL and south MEW IRELAND. An enemy barge was attacked off
the east coast of NEN IRELAND and left in a sinking condition., Installations at
RAPCPC and TOBERA, MEW BRITAIN, were strafed from low level. Antiaireraft fire
damaged cne plane. On the same day, Mitchells attacked the TOBERA runway and
probably started fires in the revetmants,

During the night of 25-26 March, a gunboat (ILCI) and a Catalina shelled and
bombed MOSIGA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
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During the night of 22-23 March, reconnaissance planes bombed the KAVIENG
runway and NAMATANAI, NEW IRELAND. & Mitchelle started fires at RABAUL, NEW
IRELAND,

On 23 March, Liberators attacked, started fires and hit buildings in the
supply area at RATAVAL, NEW BERITAIN. 4 of the bombera were demaged by anti-
aircraft fire. Other Liberators attacked KIHILI, BUKA, Results were not
reported, Antlaircraft fire brought down a Corssir near KIHILI and damaged
another, 24 Mitchells attacked the CHINATOWN runway on BUKA ISLAND with un-
reported results,.

During 23 March, Warhawks attacked s fuel dump in KERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN,
and other fighter planes strafed barges and small craft in the bay. Lightnings
bombed KQUILAYT POINT, north SHORTLAND ISLAND. On the same day, enemy gun posi-
tions at the mouth of the TEEESSI RIVER, east EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY, were attack-
ed by dive and torpedo bombers, HResults were not reported,

During the period 6:10 a.m. and 7130 a.m. 23 March, about 70 shells landed
in the vicinity of the PIVA airstrips without damage, but 16 men were injured.

Between 3 pums 23 March snd 3 pams 24 March, a battalion of Japanese
infantry sttacked in the north sector of the TIROKINA perimeter and effected a
slight pemetration of our lines. A counter-atteck restored our positions, About
300 dead Japanese were found inside our lines, Our casualties for 23 March = §
killed, 47 wounded, 1 missing,
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TARODA was attacked by 12 Mitchells with & tons of bombs at §:00 8.0,
24 March., Later, these planes dropped 8 tons on JALUIT,

A 9:15 a.m., 24 March, 1 Liberator, 12 Marine Corsairs and Dauntless
released 9 tons of bombs and strafed installaticns on WOTJE,

At 10:00 a.m,, 2 March, 18 Army Liberators dropped 454 tons of bomba
on the barracks and oll storage area on WAKE ISLAND. Intense antisircraft
fire damaged 5 planes, killed one of the crew.

The barracks area on FONAFE was attacked by 7 Mitchells with 7 tons of
bombs at 11:31 a.m., 24 March., At about the same time, 3 Mitehells dropped
3 tons on ANT ISLAND.

Seventeen tons of bombs were dropped by 12 Venturas on JALUIT at 11:Lé
a.m,, 24 March.

Nine Mitchells released 84 tons of bemba on PONAFE installations at 4130
p.m,, 23 March.
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At 9:55 a.m, 23 March and later at 2:10 p.m. 23 March, 12 Mitchells dropped
7 tons of bombs on EMIIN,., A large explosion was observed., Antiaircraft fire was
meager,

MILIE was attacked at 8:14 a.m, 23 March and at 12:30 p.m. 23 March with 11}
tons of bombs dropped by & Corsairs and 2 Mitchells, No antiaircraft fire was
encountered,

At 9:05 a.m, 23 March, 12 Navy Hellcats and 13 Marine Dauntless hit WOTJE
with 6 tons of bombs, No damage was observed, One dive bomber returned alightly
damaged by light antisircraft fire.

B tons of bombs and incendiaries were released by 7 Venturas on TAROA
barracks,gun pesiticns and radio station at 2:10 p.m. 23 March., A rumber of fires
started. Enemy antisireraft fire was moderate.

The submarine TUNNY scored 2 torpedc hits and probably sank an I-class

Japanese submaripe west of the PALAUS. Prior to this attack, 2 large ships,
probably oilers,and a destroyer were damaged.
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During the night of 21-22 March, & reconnaissance plene harassed HAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND, and 5 Mitchells attacked LAKUNAI, VUNAKANAU and RABAUL, NEW
ERITAIN. A number of fires were started,

On 21 March and 22 March, bombers and fighters attacked the enemy supply
ares near the LARUKA RIVER, north of the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
A large fire and explosion were cbserved, Oun positions and supply dumps near
the REINI RIVER MISSION were alsc ettacked,

On the morning of 22 March, dive and torpedo bombers, attacked VUNAKANAU
gun positlons and the runway. A large fire was started, & dive bombers and 5
torpede bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

During 22 March, Mitchells attacked the LAKUNAI, NEW BRITAIN, airstrip and
alrdrome installations, A number of grounded enemy planes may have burmed. L
of our bombers were damaged by antiaireraft fire. TOBERA and RABAUL on NEW
ERITAIN, EARA and EIHILI on BOUGAINVILLE were attacked by Liberators. A small
freighter and ground installations in KERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, were strafed.

During the night of 22-23 March, cne of our destroyers bombarded a shore
battery which was ineffectively shelling a number of our motor torpedo boats
near the mouth of the TEKESSI HIVEE, central west coast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,
Shore batteries near the FURIATA RIVER, central west coast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
shelled, without damage, & number of our motor torpede boats engaged in straf-
ing ememy shore inetallations,

At noon 23 March, & number of our destroyers bombarded a supply dump on
ELOAUE ISLAND, eouth of MUSSAU ISLAND. They also destroyed about 150 gasoline
drums on NEI FLANTATION, scutheast MUSSAU ISLAND.

A reconnaissance plane shot down one medium enemy bomber 15 miles west of
GREENWICH ISLAND on the early aftermcon of 23 March.

Since the moming of 19 March, no ensmy shells have fallen inside of the
TROKINA defense perimeter. From 3 p.m. 22 March to 3 p.w. 23 March, our
patrols encountered many Japs north of the perimeter. HResults of these
encounters have not been reporteds Our casualties for 22 March = 1 kdlled, 22
wounded.
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On the morning of 20 March, Mitchells bombed the dispersal area at
LAKUNAT, MEW BRITAIN, and antiaireraft positions, near SULFHUR CREEK,
Seven planes were damaged by antiaireraft fire.

During the morning of 20 March, Lightnings bombed the supply area at
RATAVAL, NEW BRITAIN, and started a large fire. Fighters strafed small
enemy craft in KERAVIA BAY, during the afterncon of the same day.

During 20 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked VUNAKANAU, antiair-
craft positions. Enemy antiaircraft fire damaged three torpedo bembers.
On the same day, 23 Liberators struck at the VUNAKANAU airfield, rendered
the coral air strip unserviceable and damaged the concrete strip.

Throughout 20 March, dive bombers patrolled and bombed enemy positions
around the TOROKINA perimeter. Warhawks and Airacobras attacked enemy posi-
tions on the scuthwest ccast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,

During the night of 20-21 March, Japanese positions in east DMFRESS
AUGUSTA BAY, were effectively bombarded by one of our destroyera. On the
same night, reconnaissance planes bombed NAMATANAT, KAVIENG and CAFE ST.
GEORGE, MNEW IRELAND,

During the morning of 21 March, medium and light bombers attacked the
LAEUNAT runway and revetments, Four Mitchells and one Adracobra were damaged
by enemy antiaireraft fire. Later, Liberators attacked the VUNAKANAU runway
&nd revetments. Ten Liberators were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

On 21 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked enemy positions around
the TOROKINA perimeter and east of the SAUA RIVER and north of the Laruua
RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the afterncon, 21 March, dive and torpedo bombers attacked the
VUNAKANAU air strips, revetments and antiaircraft gun positicns. Three dive
bombers and four torpedo bombers were damaged by antiaireraft fire. On the
same day, twe Venturas scored hits on the MASSAVA BAY dam, WEST RABAUL, NEW
BAITAIN. Other planes swept the NEW BRITAIN area for enemy barges and strafed
a small freighter in SIMPSON HARBOR. Strafing planes kdilled a number of Japa-
nese at VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITAIN,

At 8:02 p.m., 21 March, our troops completed the occupation of EMIRAU

From 3:00 p.m., 20 March, to 3:00 p.m., 22 March, minor patrol contacts
took place in the TORCKINA area. The enemy is apparently still gathering

“&eroF his forces, north of the perimeter. Our casualties on 20 March, were 8 killed,

% ua W
aly

| 45 wounded and 2 missing. On 21 March, 7 killed and 46 wounded.
T
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Incendiaries and other bombs were dropped by 5 Venturas on TAROA,
at 11:30 a.m., 21 March, Fires and explosions were started, The an-
tiaircraft fire was moderate,

At 9:30 a.m., 21 March, 13 Marine Dauntless dive bombers and 12
Hellcats, strafed and bombed WOTJE. One large explosion cccurred,
Minor damage was received by two of the Dauntless planes from the enemy's
weak antiaireraft fire,

EMIDJ, JALUIT ATCLL, was bombed by 12 Mitchells at 11:20 a.m,, 21
March. The antiaireraft fire was meager. The results of our bombing were

poor.

On 21 March, at 8:40 a.m., & Corsairs bembed MILLIE with uncbserved re-
sults, No antiaircraft fire was received,

The submarine FICUDA, operating on a war patrol in the central Pacifie,
reports that on 18 March she obtained four torpede hits in an empty 7,500
ton tanker. The results of the attack were unobserved., A 6,500 ton troop
transport was sunk on 20 March, with two torpedo hits,
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From the morning of 19 March to ncon of 20 March, there were no enemy
planes or shelling inside the TOROKINA perimeter. Hill 280, on the east
perimeter, continues to be object of cleaning up operations. It is reported
that on 20 March, 98 Japs were ikilled in that area. Our casusltiss on 19

At 10:16 a.m., on 20 March, 13 Liberators attacked WAKE ISLAND. Be-
cause of the heavy overcast it is believed that most of the Wmbs fell in
the water. However, a fire was observed in the fuel oil stowage space, The
antisircraft fire was slight.

One of the Liberators of the WAKE flight, bombed WOTJE at 9:26 a.m,, 20
March.

At 10:25 a.m., on 20 March, 7 Marine Dauntless dive bombers, 2 Hellecats
and 3 Avengers, hit WOTJE. The antiaircraft fire was heavy.

At 11:15 a.m., on 20 March, 9 Mitchell bombers hit TAROA and exploded
an ammunition dump, The antiaireraft fire was medium.

Between 9:00 a.m., and 1:50 p.m., 20 March, among the planes bombing
MILIE, were 2 Liberators and 2 Mitchells,

Three Mitchells and & Venturas toock turns at dropping bembs on JALUIT
on 20 March, between 8:00 a.m., and 10:50 a.m. As a result of these bombings,
éxplosions and fires were seen on EMIDJ. Meager antiaireraft fire was received
from the enemy,

, The submarine BONEFISH, returning from a war patrol, in the scuthwest
Facific, reporta as follows:

42 January =~ In the morning, in MAKASSAR STRAIT, sunk a large enemy
sail boat with machine gun fire,

& February - In the forencon, south of CAPE PADARAN, FRENCH INDO-
CHINA, damaged a very large tanker and sank a medium
size fl"li.ght-ul‘i

9 February =- In the afterncon, to the east of CAFE PADARAN, sank
a large auxiliary oiler.

Summarizing the damage inflicted on the enemy; it is indicated that a total
ef 21,272 tons wers sunk, which tonnage covered ona auwdliary oller, 17,500 tons,
a freighter for 3,712 tons and a sail boat for 60 tons. One oil tanker was
damaged for a total of 19,425 tons,

|
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On 21 March, at 8:30 a.m., our amphibious forces landed without
opposition on the scutheastern tip of EMIRA, 5T. MATTHIAS GROUF, NEW
IRELAND, The various task forces effecting this operation were under
the command of Task Force 31 - Rear Admiral Wilkinson, U. S. Navy.

Slight opposition was encountered by units seiszing ELOMUSAD ISLAND, off the
gastern tip of EMIRA ISLAND, Otherwise, in the operation, the landing was
conducted without opposition., MAs yet no BLUE casualties have been reported.
By midnight, 20 March, the unloading has been reported 7% completed, this,
despite the difficult beaches on the island. It is stated there have been
no Japs at EMIRA for two monthe.

Early on the morning of 19 March, a Liberator bombed RABAUL.

During the same morning, 24 Liberators bombed PANAPAT, RABAUL, hit-
ting runways and revetments and causing fires, Apparently cne Liberator
was slighly damaged by antiaireraft fire.

Mitchell bombers, Dauntless dive bombers and Avengers blasted antiair-
craft positions and the stores area, at VUNAPOFE, RABAUL, and caused fires.
Some of the Dauntless dive bombers of this flight attacked CAPE ST. (2CRGE,
NENW IRELAND. Eleven planes of these flights were damaged by entiaireraft
fire,

Miracobras, lightnings and Warhawks attacked an ammunition dump at
TAWI POINT, mear RABAUL, and started a fire. Two of our Lightnings were

slightly damaged by antiaircraft fire.
The south tip of SHORTLAND ISLAND was bombed by a Lightning.

Corsairs strafed three barges, off FENI ISLAND, WEW IRELAND, and also
started a possible gas dump fire in KERAVIA BAY, RABAUL.

Dauntless dive bombers and Avenger planes bombed bulldings northeast
of Hill 150, northeast of TCROKINA perimeter, causing many explosicns. One
of our Avengers was damaged by antiaircraft fire.

At SEOTOLMN MISSION, southwest BUKA, two Adraccbras strafed a house,
as also a barge northwest of BOUGAINVILLE,

During 20 March, a patrol plane from the south Pacific area, bombed the
radio station at SATAWAN ISLAND, of the NAMOI ISLAND GROUF, and also silenced
an antiaireraft position. It is reported that the runway on the island is

sarviceable,
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The submarine LAFON, on a war patrol scuth of HONG KONG, reports sink-
ing a loaded cil tanker and getting three hits on a loaded enemy freighter,
Both of these attacks occurred on 17 March.
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During 18 March, Corsairs hit a barge northwest of AMBITIE ISLAND,
NEW IRELAND, as also two launches off the northeast coast., Forty to
fifty barges, in KERAVIA BAY, were also strafed by them.

Our fighter patrol, off BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, during 18 March, strafed
barges at the mouth of the JABA RIVER.

Dauntless dive bembers and Venturas bombed CHOISEUL BAY targets, on 18
March.

During the night of 18-19 March, three Jap shells landed in the TOROKINA
area, A dozen more hit in the PIVA area and caused a fire in a bomb dump
which was extinguished after slight damage. During the morning of 19 March,
the enemy continued firing and made a hit on our air strip, Indications of
increased enemy activity on the north TOROKINA perimeter was found by our
ground patrol. It is reported that since 8 March, air and surface bombardment
in the TORCKINA area have destroyed 11 Jap guns.

On 20 March, between 11:25 a.m., and 11:33 a.m., 24 Army Mitchells bombed
LAKUNAT airdrome, RABAUL. Antiaircraft fire damaged two planes seriously and
four slightly.

At 11:35 a.m., 20 March, 9 Marine Mitchells hit the SULFHUR CREEK area,
concentrating on antiaireraft and control positions,

At 11:15 a.m., 20 March, 24 Dauntless dive bombers, escorted by 17 Avengers,
sought out antiaireraft defenses at VUNAKANAU, RABAUL. Three confirmed hits
were made on one position and several other direct hits were reported. Photo-
graphs show that one 105 millimeter gun, southwest of the runway was destroyed
by a direct hit. Three of our Avengers were damaged by intense and accurate
antiaireraft fire,

On 20 March, at 11:53 a.m., 23 Liberators blasted VUNAKANAU field, RABAUL.
Cur bombing pattern bracketed five antiaircraft positions. Seven Liberators
were heavily damaged by enemy antiaircraft fire,

On 20 March, at 9:50 a.m., and 11:35 a.m., respectively, 12 Lightnings
and 12 Adracobras hit the RATAVAL supply area.

During the afterncon of 20 March, 28 fighters made barge sweeps in the
vieinity of RABAUL.

Between 3:00 a.,m., and 5:50 p.m., 20 March, Dauntless and Avengers on
a bombing patrol, blasted enemy artillery on the TORCKINA perimeter.
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MILIE, on 18 March, was bombarded by the battleships IOWA and NEW
|| JERSEY, and the CV LEXINGTCN made two carrier group air strikes on the
|| atoll. These three units were part of a task group, escorted by various
destroyers. It is reported that the results were satisfactory. The battle-
ship IOWA received two six-inch caliber hits from the enemy shore batteries
at about 15,000 yards range, The damage was reported as moderate. Three
men were wounded but none seriously.

During the night of 17-18 March, bombing and strafing by our night
patrel planes took place on enemy barges, northeast of BUKA, and off the
southeast coast of NEVW IRELAND.”

During the early morning of 18 March, 1 Liberator bombed the VUNAKANAU
and RAPCFO airdromes at RABAUL.

The enemy's positions on the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND,
were, subjected to bombing, during 18 March, by Avengers.

On the morning of 18 March, our fighter planes started fires in fuel
stores in KERAVIA BAY. They also exploded an ammunition dump at CAFE TAWI,
Just north of RABAUL.

Dauntless dive bombers also hit RABAUL, during the morning of 18 March,
and made ten confirmed hits on antiaireraft positions north and east of the

town.

RABAUL was also bombed by Liberators and Avengers during the morning of
18 March, and many fires were started in RABAUL TOWN. They also exploded
one barge and damaged piers and buildings. The enemy's antiaireraft fire
damaged six Avenger and five Liberators. Only one Zerc made any attempt to
intercept over RABAUL, Ancther Zero was seen over TAWUI POINT, but offered

no resistance,

Later, on 18 March, Mitchell bombers hit the eastern side of RABAUL TOWN,
where the enemy antiaireraft fire hit two of our planes and third was damaged
by a premature bomb explosion. Corsairs, which covered this flight, drove off

one enemy fighter.

During the afterncon of 18 March, two Venturas completely destroyed the
MASSAVA BAY dock, in western RABAUL. They also started a fire in the supply
area,

At 2:10 p.m., 18 March, 8 Hellcats destroyed a barge off CAFE LAMBERT,
northern NEN IRELAND, and also attacked four other barges in ATALIKLIKUN BAY.
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On the morning of 20 March, TASK FORCE 37 (IDAHO, MISSISSIPPI, NEW
MEXICO, TENNESSEE, PENNSYLVANIA and 9 destroyers) completed a successful
34 hour bombardment of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. One thousand eighty-four
rounds of 14" high capacity projectiles and 12,275 five-inch were fired
into the target area, causing large fires and explosicns, Fliers re-
ported CHINA TOWN leveled and few buildings remain in KAVIENG. Ineffective
fire from enemy shore batteries was guickly silenced.

Qur ships suffered no material casualties but two men aboard the
MISSISSIPPI sustained serious injuries and two suffered light wounds from
a premature burst of a five-inch fifty-one projectile. A similar accident
slightly injured two men on the NEW MEXICO.

On 19 March, a reconnaissance plane dropped a half ton of bombs on
PINGELAP.
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At 12:07 p.m., 18 March, 11 Mitchells and 1 Liberator dropped 7 tons
on JALUIT ATOLL. Results were not reported,

At 2:07 p.m., 18 March, 5% tons of bombs were dropped by 5 Venturas on
TAROA. Results were not reported. Earlier that day, 4 Hellcats and 10
dive bombers dropped 4* tons. Antiaircraft fire was meager. One dive bomber
failed to return.

During the night of 18-19 March, ILCM gunboats bombarded MOSIGA, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, and a Catalina bombed enemy installations on BALLALE
ISLAND, south of BOUGAI NVILIE ISLAND.

At T:45 a.m., 19 March, enemy installations in CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL
ISLAND, were strafed by a Catalina, Machine gun fire slightly damaged our
plane.

At 9:05 a.m., 19 March, 8 Dauntless and 2 Hellcats hit WOTJE with 3 tons
of bombs, Results were not reported.

At 6:00 p.m., 19 March, 2 Mitchells struck PONAFE with 2 tons of bombs and
sank a small freighter in the area. A number of large fires were started among
shore installations.

At 8:40 p.m., 19 March, gun emplacements on MILIE were attacked by 8
Corsairs. Antiaircraft fire was meager. Prior to this attack a Liberator
dropped cne ton of bambs.

At 1:07 a.m., 20 March, & Venturas released 9 tons of bombs on TARCA
barracks and gun positions. Results were not reported. No antiaireraft fire
was encountered.
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During the night of 16-17 March, torpede bombers attacked with bombs
and rockets enemy gun positions east of the TURCKINA perimeter., Dive and
torpedo bombers attacked enemy gun pesitions throughout 17 March, near the
SAUA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Warhawks bombed the MATCHIN BAY bivouac area.
A supply area in the vicinity of the NUMA NUMA trail, was also attacked. Re-
sults were not reported,

On 17 March, a supply area near VUNAFOFE, NEW BRITAIN, was attacked by
medium and light bombers. A number of fires started. COn the same day, Cor-
sairs attacked and sank an enemy barge in WIDE BAY, southeast NEW BRITAIN.
Another barge was set on fire near KABATRA FPLANTATION, west of RABAUL, NEW
BRITAIN. Liberators later again attacked the VUNAFOPE supply area and started
a number of fires. Antiaircraft fire damaged four of our planes.

At 12:50 p.m., 17 March, 23 Liberators attacked the NAMATANAI runway,
NEW IRELAND. A number of fires started. MNo antiaireraft fire or intercep-
tion were encountered. The east coast of NEW IRELAND was strafed by 16 es-
corting Corsairs, in the NAMATANAT strike. Results were not reported.

During the night of 17-18 March, a number of our motor torpedo boats,
cooperating with a Catalina, attacked four heavily laden enemy barges east
of BUKA passage, north of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Two of the barges were de-
stroyed, two escaped,

Between 3:00 a.m., and 4:31 a.m., 18 March, enemy planes bombed our
positions at TOROKINA, west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, killed one man and wounded
seven. Un the same day, a small bomb dump east of the FIVA air strip was

partially destroyed by enemy artillery.

Intensive patrolling, counter-battery and surface bombardment of Japanese
positions continue in the TOROKINA sector. There are indications that the
enemy is reorganizing for additional attacks north of the TORCKINA perimeter.
Our casualties for 17 March, amounted to 5 killed and 117 wounded.

Five tons were released on KUSAIE by 6 Liberators, at 7:19 a.m., 18 March.
Fires and explosions were cbserved,

At 9:25 a.m., 18 March, 11 Liberators released 8 tons of bombs plus in-
cendiaries on PONAPE. A number of fires started. Moderate antiaireraft fire

damaged one plane,

JALUIT ATOLL was bombed by 18 Mitchells, between 9:07 a.m., and 12:05 p.m.
19 March. 13} tons of bombs were dropped. Antiaireraft fire was meager.
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the bombarding destroyer, was hit by the destroyer's fire, set on fire
and sank. One man was killed, eight injured and three are missing.

COMINCH FILE

The beach area at the mouth of the ATSINIMA RIVER, northwest of TCROKINA,
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was bombarded by motor torpedo boats during the night

During the night of 16-17 March, reconnaissance planes bombed the enemy
camp area, north of KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, the KAVIENG strip and NAMATANAI
runway. Reconnalssance planes also attacked MCSIGA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE

ISLAND.

The submarine SILVERSIDES reported sinking one enemy ship of a four-ship
convoy on 15 March. Further details are not available.

The submarine TAUTOG reported that she sank one freighter on 13 March,
set on fire and probably sank ancther. On the night of 16 March, the TAUTOG
attacked a seven-ship convoy and believes that of these she sank three and

damaged one.
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Enemy gun positions along the SAUA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were
attacked by dive and torpedc bombers, during the afternoon of 15 March.
Forty-seven other dive bombers attacked enemy gun positions in the north
TOROKINA perimeter area, while Corsairs strafed enemy barges in the vi-
cinity of KIHILI and TONOLEI, SHORTLAND Area., Three planes were damaged
by antiaircraft fire.

During the night of 15-16 March, a Ventura and Liberator bombed RABAUL,
NEW IRELAND. Results were not reported.

On the morning of 16 March, 60 dive and torpedo bombers attacked gun
positions at KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND. A number of hits were scored. Two dive
bombers and three torpedc bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire. One
enemy fighter ineffectively attacked our bombers. At about the same time,
10 Lightnings bombed and started ammunition fires in the west RABAUL Area,
NEW BRITAIN. One plane returned damaged.

During the morning of 16 March, Mitchells, Airaccbras and Warhawks,
attacked the VUNAPOFE supply area, NEW BRITAIN, and started a number of
fires. Liberators and Lightnings struck at VUNAKANAU and TOBERA buildings
and revetments., Antiaireraft fire damaged six Liberators and eight Mitchells,
Mitchell bombers attacked the north shore of SIMPSON HARBOHR, NEW BRITAIN, and
DUKE OF YCRK ISLAND, with unreported results.

On the afternoon of 16 March, Lightnings shot down an enemy reconnaissanc
plane over RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, and strafed barges west of RALUANA POINT, and
a gunboat south of KERAVIA, NEW BRITAIN.

Between 8:00 a.m., 16 March and 8:00 a.m., 17 March, enemy artillery
sporadically shelled the TOROKINA air strips. One man was killed, a plane
damaged and the PIVA strips holed. The damage was quickly repaired.

At 3:00 a.m., 17 March, the Japanese attacked our positions in the north
perimeter and effected a slight penetration of our lines, which were subse-
quently reestablished by counter-attack. 195 enemy dead were counted inside
our wire, with 52 in the vicinity of one pillbox. Many more Japanese were
killed outside of our defense line. Our casualties, 16 March, amounted to 15
killed, 76 wounded.

During the night of 17-18 March, motor torpedo boats forced two enemy
barges ashore, near the mouth of the JABA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. These
barges were then taken under fire by a destroyer. One barge was destroyed and
the other damaged. A gunboat, type unknown, which was engaged in spotting for
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At Bil5 a.m. 17 March, 11 Mitchells dropped 7% tons of bombs on
WOTJE. Large fires were started,

At 7:35 a.me 17 March, 10 Dauntless end 5 Hellcats released 3 tons
on TAROA. Results were not reported, Antiairecraft fire was nezgar,

Eight tons of bombs were dropped on EMIDJ by 7 Venturas at 2:50 a.m,
17 Karch. A large explosion was observed, Moderate antiairecraft fire

demaged one plane,

Between 7:27 a.n. and 5:40 pems 17 March, 12 Mitchells, shuttling
from WAJURO, released li tons on MILIE. Good results were reported,
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The submarine COD returned from patrol of the CELEEES SIA Area
after scoring the following successes:

Sank 1 tanker 7,350 tons
Sank 1 freighter 2,473 tone
Sank 1 Sampan 30 tons (gunfire)
Total 9,853 tons

The submarine JACK retumed from patrol of the SOUTH CHINA SEa and
PHILIFPINE waters after scoring the following successes:

Sank L unidentified new large gasoline tankers 10,000 tons each

Sank 2 large unidentified freighters 7,500 tons each
Sank 1 small unidentified vessel 2,500 tons
Total 57,500 tons
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During the aftemecon of 1, March, dive bombers silenced two eneny guns in
the east sector of the TOROKINA perimeter, One plane was shot down by antiair-
craft fire,

During the night of li4=15 karch, torpedo bombers hit an enemy gun position
near the east sector of the TORUKINA perimeter, Throughout 15 lerch, dive
bambers struck at the enemy bivouac area near the RENI RIVER, west BOUGAINVILLE,
while Lightnings and Airacobras attacked MAWARAI and PIANO MISSICN, west and
southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND,

During the night of 1li-15 karch, reconnalssance planes bombed PANAPAI,
NAMATANAI, NEW IRELAND and BUKA ISLAND revetments. Installations on the north
coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND were also attacked,

During the morning of 15 March, Kitchells destroyed a number of bulldings,
demaged revetments and runweys at LAKUNAIL, MEVW BRITAIN. On the same morning,
the VUNAPOPE supply area was attacked by Mitchells, Lightnings, Airaccbras and
Warhawks, A number of fires started. Liberators bombed the RAFOFQ revetments,
while dive and torpedc bombers rendered the TOBERA runway unserviceable, Hits
were also scored on the VUNAKANAU runway. Four Mitchells, eleven Liberators
end four torpedo bombers were damaged by antlalrcraft fire.

At about noon 15 March, a light Japenese attack was repulsed in the north
sector of the TCROKINA perimeter. 125 enemy dead were counted. Since & March,
it is reported that 1,325 Japanese have been killed in the TOROKINA Area. Our
casualties for 15 March amourted to 15 killed, 179 wounded,

At 4:00 pem. 15 March, Hellcats, in a sweep over the RABAUL Area, NEW
BRITAIN, and south NEW IRELAND, destroyed one enemy barge, damaged another and
damaged a small craft in the KERAVIA BAY Area, These planes then destroyed the
enemy radar installation at CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND. That evening, Corsairs
destroyed a float plane taking off in KERAVIA BAY.

On 16 March, the TCRCKINA strip, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, was intermittently
shelled by enemy artillery, Three shells burst over the PIVA air strip during
the night of 15 March, but no damage resulted,
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At 12:20 p.m., 16 March, TAROA was attacked by 12 Mitchells with & tons
of bombs and cannon fire. The enemy radar installation was damaged and an
ammunition dump exploded. Two planes sustained minor damage from moderate
antiaireraft fire,

Six Venturas started fires and explosions on WOTJE with 12 tons of bombs
at 12:15 p.m., 16 March.

On 16 March, 10 Dauntless and 4 Hellcats released 4% tons of bombs on
MIIIE. Moderate antiaireraft fire damaged two dive bombers.

During the night of 15-16 March, a cooperating destroyer, motor torpedo
boat and plane, probably destroyed two enemy barges near the JABA RIVER,
southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.
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During the night of 13-14 March, reccnnaissance planes bombed PANAPAT-
NAIATANAT, NEW IRELAND. Other reconnaissance planes (Catalinas), attacked
BALLALE-AITARA MISSICN, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and strafed MOTUFENA
POINT. A Catalina set on fire a small vessel in CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL IS-
LAND, and started a fire along the shoreline.

Between 1:55 p.m., 13 March and 11:55 a.m., 14 March, 118 dive bombers
and 54 torpedo bombers struck at enemy artillery positions and supply dumps
in the TOROKINA sector, BOUGAINVIIIE ISLAND,

During the morning of 14 March, Airaccbras and Warhawks bombed VUNAPCFE,
NEW BRITAIN. ILiberators and Mitchells attacked east RABAUL TOWN and the
waterfront in north SIMPSCN HARBOR. Photographs showed many fires and num-
erous hits on the wharf, warehouse and other buildings. Four Mitchells and
one Liberator were damaged by antiaireraft fire. No enemy planes were en-
countered.

On 14 March, our fighter planes damaged three barges on the west coast
of NEW IRELAND, and four in TALILI BAY, NEW BRITAIN. In KERAVIA BAY, 12
small enemy craft and a coaster were strafed.

On the same day, dive and torpedo bombers struck the KERAVIA shecre in-
stallations, scored hits on gun positions and shoreline supply areas. Three
dive bombers and four torpedo planes were damaged by antiaireraft fire.
Barges on the east coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND were strafed by Alracobras
and Warhawks and a bridge over the MIBO RIVER, south BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, was

destroyed.

During the morning of 15 March, enemy artillery scored a number of hits
on the PIVA air strip. The damage was quickly repaired.

Qur patrols were active in the TOROKINA area throughout 15 March. The
enemy attacked the east section of the perimeter on 15 March, and succeeded
in effecting a slight penetration. A tank supported counter-attack restored
our positions. On 14 March, our casualties amounted to 14 killed, 83 wounded.

At 9:05 a.m., 15 March, 10 dive bombers started two fires on JALUIT, with
L% tons of bombs. Meager but accurate antiaircraft fire damaged one plane,

At 9:40 a.m., 15 March, 12 Mitchells released 10 tons of bombs on WOTJE.
Hits were scored on the barracks and radic station. Antiaircraft fire was
moderate.

At 9:57 a,m., 16 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed PINGELAP with 13
tons of bombs. Results were not reported.
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On 14 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed a beached enemy
freighter on LELE ISLAND, KUSAIE. Another reconnaissance plane bombed in-
stallations on CROLUK and strafed a beached wooden vessel,

WOTJE was hit with 4% tons of bombs, released by L Hellcats, at 10:30
a.m,, 14 March.

At 12:15 a.m., 14 March, 7 Venturas hit MILLE with 12 tons. Later, that
afterncon, 18 Mitchells dropped 124 tons.

Cn 14 March, 15 Liberators attacked PONAPE with 22 tons of bembs., Anti-
aireraft fire encountered was meager. On the same day, 2 Liberators bombed
KUSAIE with 3 tons and encountered meager antiaircraft fire.

At 2:19 p.m., 14 March, a reconnaissance plane shot down an enemy medium
bomber, 270 miles northeast of TRUK. Five survivors were observed and two
of these were killed by strafing.

On 14 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed the airfield area
on FONAFE. A number of fires started.

During the night of 14=15 March, motor torpedoc boats strafed FORCPORO,
CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

Betwesn 1:30 a.m., and 2:30 a.m., 16 March, 11 Liberators, operating
from KWAJALEIN, bombed TRUK. Many fires were started. Intense antiaireraflt
fire from ships and ashore was encountered.

Eleven other Liberators, operating from KWAJALEIN, unable to reach TRUK,
due to weather, bombed PONAPE and OROLUK.
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During the afternoon of 12 March and the morning of 13 March, 131 dive
bombers and 95 torpedo bombers attacked enemy gun positions northeast and
east of the TOROKINA perimeter,

During the night of 12-13 March, reconnaissance planes attacked KAVIENG
and NAMATANAI, NEW IRELAND. Catalinas attacked AITARA, southwest BOUGAIN-
VILIE ISLAND, and hit a bridge at north LULUAI POINT, southeast BOUGAINVILIE
ISLAND. Enemy radar installations, at CAFE 5T. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND, were alsoc
bombed and a sall boat sunk at STPOSAI, CHOILSEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND.

On the morning of 13 March, Corsairs strafed the TOBERA, NEW BRITAIN,
revetments, Idberators and Mitchells attacked RABAUL and started a number
of fires, One Liberator attacked KIHILI, another bombed BONIS, north BOUG-
GAINVILIE ISLAND. Antiaircraft fire slightly damaged 4 Liberators and 3
Mitchells. In these operations no enemy aircraft were encountered.

On 13 March, fires were started by 2 Liberators among buildings at north
MONOITU RIDGE, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Four Airacobras attacked the

MAMAGETA Area,

During 13 March, Lightnings, Adracobras and Warhawks tombed the supply
area at VUNAFOFE, NEW BRITAIN, destroyed three buildings and started fires.
Four Lightnings attacked SHORTLAND ISLAND. Results were not reported,

In the TOROKINA sector, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, Japanese shelling decreased
considerably on 13 March. A patrol of the 132nd Infantry, engaged an enemy
patrol and killed three Japanese, Six hundred and fifteen dead Japanese
have been f ound northeast of the perimeter. Prisoners revealed that the 2nd
and 3rd Battalions of the Japanese infantry have been wiped out.

Our lines have been completely reestablished. Three hundred Japanese dead
were counted on the wire surrounding our perimeter and inside of our posi-
tions. An estimated total of 1173 enemy dead does not include Japanese killed
beyond visual range. On 13 March, our casualties amounted to 37 killed, 146

wounded .

On the early morning of 14 March, a night flying Ventura shot down one
enemy float plane over the TOROKINA air strip, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND.

.:‘].f.ﬂ‘.:a(}-( 'Pf"f f‘f.-c_if ¢~

At 5:00 a.m., 14 March, 4 Venturas and 1 Liberator dropped six tons of
bombs on JALUIT, Moderate antiaireraft fire was encountered.
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planes engaged 6 enemy fighters over TOBERA, shot down three, plus one
probable. One Corsair received light damage from antiaireraft fire.

About noon of the same day, Lightnings, Airacobras and Warhawks
heavily bombed RABAUL TOWN. A number of fires were started. One Aira-
cobra is missing and one other plane returned damaged.

On 12 March, in an afternocon sweep of the RABAUL Area, Corsairs de-
stroyed one of five grounded enemy fighters at LAKUNAI, NEW BRITAIN.
Une Corsair was forced down by antiaircraft fire, southeast of CAFE ST.
CGECHGE.

Throughout 12 March, Corsairs strafed plantations in the vicinity of
TINPUTS, northeast BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, enemy barges near BONIS and gun
positions on SHORTLAND ISLAND. Dive and torpedc bombers struck at gun
positions west of the SAUA RIVER, and northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter,
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. BALLALE ISLAND installations were attacked by 3 Ven-
turas.

f'/ From 3:00 p.m., 12 March to 3:00 p.m., 13 March, our ground forces
repulsed an attack north of the TCROKINA perimeter, west BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND. The enemy left 109 dead. Our casualties amounted to three men

slightly wounded.

Our original lines were restored in the northeast sector of the
perimeter, after three counter-attacks with tanks. One hundred Japanese
were killed, Many of the enemy were killed during mopping up operaticns
in the east sector of the perimeter,

The intermittent shelling of the PIVA air strip on 12 March, caused
some damage to our installations. However, the Japanese artillery fire
decreased as a result of air and surface bombardment. OCur casualties for
12 March, 35 killed, 213 wounded and 20 missing in action,
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On 13 March, a reconnalssance plane started a number of fires on
CROLUK, CAROLINE ISLANDS. Another reconnaissance plane encountered two
enemy fighters, 30 miles northwest of FPONAFE, and probably shot down one
and damaged the other. A reconnaissance plane started fires on PINGELAF,
CAROLINE ISLANDS.

D. C

At 10:32 a.m., 13 March, 10 dive bombers dropped four and a half
tons on TAROA. Later, 3 Liberators added six more tons. An ammunition
dump was exploded and hits were scored on antiaireraft positions. Two
planes returned damaged,

The WUTJE barracks area, radic station and a blockhouse were bombed
with 6 tons by 3 Liberators at 11 a.m., 13 March. Antiaircraft fire was
meager,

At 11:0L a.m., 13 March, a Liberator dropped two tons of bombs on
MILIE. Results were not reported.

At 2:50 p.m., 13 March, 3 Mitchells released 3 tons of bombs on KUSAIE.
A number of fires started.

JAIUIT antiaireraft positions were hit with 12 tons, released by 12
Mitchells, during the afterncon of 13 March. Antiaireraft fire was intense.

During the night of 11-12 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed KAVIENG
and NAMATANAT, NEW IRELAND. Catalinas attacked beached barges on the south-
west coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, and other barges north of ADLER BAY, NEW
BRITAIN, Gun positions at CAPE NARUM, scutheast NEW IRELAND, were also at-
tacked. A Liberator harassed RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN.

During the morning of 12 March, Liberators and Mitchells started fires
and explosions in north SIMPSON HARBOR, NEW BRITAIN. One Mitchell and
six Liberators were damaged by antiaireraft fire. At about the same time,
two Mitchells struck enemy installations on BUKA ISLAND. No enemy planes
intercepted any of these attacks, although ten fighters were observed taking
to the air at TOBERA, NEW BRITAIN.

On 12 March, 8 Corsairs encountered seven enemy fighters over ATLIKLIKUN
BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and shot down one. Later, 8 other Corsairs attacked and
set on fire two small eneny vessels (about 100-feet), and a small tug. These
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On 11 March, our troope reconncitered LIB ISLAND, south of KIWAJALEIN.
No Japanese were fourd. Our flag was raised over the area. On UJE ISLAND,
gix armed Japanese were cornered by Marines. Five of the enemy committed
suicide, one was wounded and captured.

On 11 March, a reconnalssance plane bombed PINGELAP, CAROLINE ISLAMNDS,
and destroyed an unidentified tower.

According to a communique released by CINCPAC, Liberator bombers and
search Liberators of Fleet Alr Wing TWO, attacked JAKE ISLAND on the after-—
noon of 11 March, (west longitude date). About 50 tons of bombs were dropped.

NAURU ISLAND was alsc attacked by a small force of Army Liberators on
11 March (west longitude date).

No fighter interception on any of these attacks was encountered. All
our planes returned.
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A reconnaissance plane bombed KAVIENG, NEW IRELAND, during the night
of 10-11 March. This plane was ineffectively attacked by one medium enemy
bomber. Ancther reconnalssance plane attacked NAMATANAI, NEW IRELAND, while
Catalinas bombed MOTUFENA FOINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND and HAMPAN VILLAGE,
northeast BUKA ISLAND.

During 11 March, fighter planes strafed small enemy craft, south of
KERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and attacked the radar installation at ADLER BAY,
NEW BRITAIN. An unreported number of Warhawks attacked VUNAPOPE, NEW BRI-
TAIN. During the evening of 11 March, 6 torpedc planes attacked barges socuth
of KERAVIA BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and scored hits on four. Antiaircraft fire
damaged one plane.

On 11 March, an unreported number of Mitchells bombed RABAUL TOWN, MNEW
BRITAIN, scored hits on the pier and damaged two barges. Antiaircraft fire
damaged five of the Mitchells. Liberators attacked the east side of RABAIL
TOM, started fires and explosions. Two of the Liberators were damaged by
antiaircraft fire. On the same day, the KIETA supply area was bombed by a
Liberator and another bombed KIHILI, BOUGATNVILILE ISLAND.

On 11 March, 160 dive and torpedo bombers attacked enemy gun positions
north and northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter, west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMND.
A number of explosions were cbserved. On the same day, four Liberators
started a fire north of MONOITU MISSION and Warhawks bombed MOSIGETTA.

During the night 11-12 March, motor torpedoc boats shot down one enemy
observation type plane, east of CAPE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND. Other motor
torpedo boats, while strafing beachedenemy barges, north of FURIATA, south-
west BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were ineffectively attacked by an enemy cbservation
plane., Enemy shore batteries shelled our motor torpedo beats without damage
in the vieinity of the RENI RIVER, BHOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

1- Enemy artillery scored a number of hits on the PIVA air strips, west
BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, during 11 March, and slightly damaged one Catalina.
Between 3:00 p.m., 11 March, and 3:00 p.m., 12 March, our troops at TOROKINA,
destroyed enemy pillboxes within our lines and killed 349 Japanese., Three
major attacks, which developed east of the perimeter, were repelled but the

' enemy succeeded in effecting a slight penetration. It is estimated that over
1,000 Japanese have been killed within the last three days. Our casualties
for 11 March, amount to 22 killed and 187 wounded.
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Catalina destroyed 5 enemy barges and one unidentified eraft east of CAPE
ST. (EQRGE, NEW IRELAND, The torpedo boats encountered ineffectual machine
gun fire from the barges and the beach. OUne motor torpedo boat sustained

slight damage due to strafing by an enemy float plane.

| During the peried 3:00 p.m., 10 March and 3:00 p.m., 11 March, a con-
| centration of about 250 Japanese were contacted by the 182nd Infantry, east
! of the TOROKINA perimeter. Intensive fighting ensued with action still con-

tinuing.
I Early on the morning of 11 March, the 1l45th Infantry repulsed an attack
| in force and restored our lines by counterattack. Many Japanese were killed
| in this action. Our casualties, on 10 March, amounted to 14 killed and 118
|. wounded. Our counter-battery fire is contimuing with reported good effects.

Enemy positions, east of the TCRAOKINA perimeter, were bombed by Mit-
chells dive and torpedo bombers. Antiaireraft positicns along the SAUA RIVER

were silenced.

On the early morning of 12 March, enemy barges unloading at MOLI POINT,
ten miles southeast of CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, were shelled by two of

our destroyers.
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| A detachment of the 22nd Marines occupied WOTHU ATULL. No enemy
resistance was encountered. A Japanese crew from a crashed medium bomber
committed suicide when the Marines closed in. The natives welcomed the
government of the United States.

At 6:46 a.m., 11 March, a Mitchell dropped one ton on MILIE, No
antiaircraft fire was encountered. Later, at 12:40 p.m., 1. March, 7
Dauntless and 8 Warhawks dropped eight tons of bombs on MILLE, Antiair-
eraft fire was intense,

Four and a half tons were dropped on EMIDJ by ten Dauntless at 11:15
a.m., 1l March, Antiaircraft fire was meager.

WTJE runway and pier were hit with asix tons, released by 9 Mitchells,
during the morning of 11 March,

At 7:30 p.m., 11 March, 6 Venturas dropped seven tons on TAROA. A
number of explosions were observed. Antiaireraft fire encountered was mod-

erate.

Lightnings and Warhawks attacked the wharf area in SIMPSON HARECR,
NEW BRITAIN, during the afternoon of 9 March, During the night, reconnais-
sance planes bombed KAVIENG and NAIATANAI, NEW IRELAND. Reccnnaissance
planes also attacked BORFOP and CAPE NARUM, southeast NEW IRELAND. A number
of barges, south of CAFE GAZELLE, NEW BRITAIN, were attacked and damaged.
On the same night a number of fires were started at RAPOPO, KERAVIAT, RABAUL,

NEW BRITAIN, by a Liberator.

During the morning of 10 March, 2 Warhawks attacked the VUNAPOFE supply
area, NEW BRITAIN, and apparently started a number of fires. Later, Alrace-
bras attacked the area and observed six fires, OUn the same day, a Liberator
started a number of fires in RABAUL TOWN and scored a hit on the seaplane
base on the east side of the harbor. Five planes returned slightly damaged
by antisireraft fire.

On 10 March, two of our bombers were attacked and damaged by two enemy
fighters, south of RAPOPO, NEW BRITAIN. Corsairs strafed enemy installations
along the northeast coast of BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND and KEPIA FLANTATION, SHCRT-

LAND ISLAND.

l At T:45 pum., 10 March, a submarine was apparently successfully attackec
S off CHOISEUL BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, by one of our destroyers. Debris was brough
to the surface.

During the night of 10-11 March, motor torpedo boats assisted by a
- 900 -
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At 11:20 a.m., 10 March, 15 Liberators dropped 224 tons of bombs on
PONAPE, Three fires and two explosions were cbserved., The antiaircraft
battery was silenced. All our planes returned without damage.

COMINCH FILE o & UNITED STATES FLEET
4:'»

9 a,m, 12 March 1944.

Three Liberators dropped 4} tons on KUSAIE at 11:00 a.m., 10 March.
Hits were scored on the wharf area and a number of small ships.

At 11:55 a.m., 10 March, 5 Mitchells dropped § tons on TARCA. Results
were not reported., Two of the bombers were damaged by antiaircraft fire.

WOTJE was hit by 5% tons, released by 5 Venturas, at 6:50 p.m., 10 March.
Antiaireraft fire was meagre and all of the planes returned without damage.

At 9:10 a.m., 10 March, 10 Dauntless with 5 tons of bombs started two
large fires on JALUIT. All ocur planes returned without damage.
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! In eliminating the enemy penetrations of our positions at the TOROKINA
]I.' perimeter on 9 March, our casualties amounted to 20 killed end 136 wounded.
f Enemy casualties were considerable.
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A Liberator harassed the RABAUL AREA, NEW BRITAIN, during the night of
8-9 March. On the same night, reconnaissance planes attacked the KAVIENG,
NEW IRELAND, runway and taxi strip.

During the afternoon of 9 March, an unreported number of Liberators
and Mitchells, without escort, attacked the north dock area in SIMPSON HARECR,
NEW BRITAIN. Numerous fires were started in the fuel and storage areas and
many buildings sustained damage. Hits were also scored on the VUNAKANAU and
RAPOPO airstrips, and on revetments at TOBERA. Antiaireraft fire damaged
one Mitchell, During the day, other Liberators bombed the enemy radar installa-
tion on CAPE ST, GEORGE, NEW IRELAND,

On 9 March, Japanese gun positions around the T(ROKINA perimeter, west
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, were attacked by 117 dive and torpedo bombers. One dive
bomber was destroyed over the SAUA RIVER Area.

During the night of 9-1C March, moctor torpedo boata destroyed an enemy
barge off FENI ISLAND, east of NEW IRELAND. During the seme night, an enemy
shore battery at MOTUFENA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, shelling our motor torpedo
boats, was silenced by a destroyer.

At 5 p.m. 9 March, 4 torpedo bombers attacked 15 enemy barges or schooners
near KERAVIA, NEW BRITAIN, and of these sank 3 and damaged 2.

At 2:25 pem. 10 March, a submarine chaser (SC 700) caught fire at VELLA
LAVELLA and was destroyed. A fuel oil barge (YO 44) also caught fire, but
the damage has not been determined. One dead, 7 missing and 10 injured have
been reported.

On 10 March, a reconnaissance plane bombed and strafed the seaplane area
on GREENWICH ISLAND.

During the afternoon of 10 March, 2 destroyers bombarded Japanese positions
east of the TORCKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

At T:40 a.m, 11 March, 2 surfaced enemy submarines, north of TAIOF ISLAND,
west MATCHIN BAY, were strafed by 4 fighters with undetermined results,

Throughout § March and the night of 9-10 March, enemy artillery continued t
sporadically shell the PIVA AREA, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND., Two hits were scored
on the runways and two torpedo bombers slightly damaged. One enlisted man was
wounded, Ten additional hits were scored on the runways during the morning of

10 March, The runways have been repaired,
- 897 -
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fire, was forced down off CAPE ST. GEORGE, NEW IRELAND, but the crew was
recovered,

At 2:30 pum. 9 March, a reconnaissance plane strafed and exploded a
emall enemy swdlliary 35 miles south of GREENWICH ISLAND. Later, this
plane attacked and set on fire a small freighter at GREENWICH ISLAND.

On 8 March, Japanese artillery shelled the PIVA airfield, BOUGAIN-
VILLE ; destroyed 1 Liberator, 3 Corealrs and damaged 11 Corsairs,
which are repairable, The enemy continued shelling during the night of
B8=9 March, destroyed 1 torpedo bomber and damapged 2 more, During these
bombardments, 1 enlisted man was killed and 25 wounded, The enemy artille
positions have been located and attacked by aircraft with good effects.
Destroyers bombarded enemy positions with good results.

——
e e —

EXCER?

Minor patrol contacts were reported around the perimeter on the
night of 8-9 March., The Japanese launched an attack to the right sector
of the 37th Division, and effected a slight penetration, which was sub-
sequently reduced and our linees re-established. During the peried from
3 pem, 8 March to 3 p.m. 9 Marech, over 100 of the enemy were killed with
a loss to our troops of 5 killed and 93 wounded.

The submarine ROBALO returned from patrol and reported damaging 1
freighter of 6,182 toms.
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The following additional details have been received in connectiom
with the ENIWETOK ATOLL bombing on § March: About £ enemy medium bombers
dropped approximately 24 500~-pound 8, which killed 1 officer, sericus-
ly wounded 2 and 6 enlisted men. 13 enlisted men were moderately wounded,
A considerable amount of stores and small caliber ammunition were destroy-
ed in addition to 600 drums of oll products and 4 distillation units.
Although some grounded aircraft susteined demage, the airfield was not

damaged.

At 12:16 peme 9 March, the dock area and installations near the air-
field on PONAFE were hit with 10 tons of bombs dropped by 7 Liberators,
Moderate antiaircraft fire demaged 1 bomber.

At 1320 pem. § March, 10 Dauntless dropped 4} tons on JALUIT installa-
tiona. Antiaireraft fire was weak., On the same day, 9 Mitchells released

8 tons on WOTJE runways and installations., Feo antiaircraft fire was encounter

ad.

On 9 March, 4 Liberators dropped 6 tons on KUSAIE. Results were not
reported., No antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 6125 pems 9 March, 4 Venturas dropped 5 tons on TAROA. No antiair-
ecraft fire was encountered, During the day, MILLE was hit by 9 Dauntless
and 6 Warhawks with 8} tons. Moderate antiaircraft fire damaged 1 dive
boambear .

the night of 7-2 March, Catalinas strafed enemy barges north
of the PURIATA RIVER and attacked pillboxes and gun positions on the south-
weet coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. Heconnaissance planes also attacked the
radar installation on CAPE ST. GEORGE and a gun position on POPCRANG ISLAND.

On 8 March, dive bombers and torpedo bombers attacked ensmy artillery
positions northeast of the TOROKINA perimeter, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND. The
bivouac area east of the SAUA RIVER and positions near TOROKINA, REINI and
JABA RIVERS were attacked by light bombers. The BUKA runway and revetments

were bombed by 9 Lightnings.

During the morning of 8 March, 23 Liberatars, without escort, bombed
the wharf area in SIMPSON HARBCR, NEW BRITAIN., A nusber of fires started.
6 of the Liberators were damaged by antisircraft fire. Later that day,

Lb Warhawks and &n unreported number of Airacobras again attacked this area
and started additional fires, 1 plane returned slightly damaged by anti-
airoraft fire. Later that afternocon, 2 Liberators again attacked and caused
a large sxplosion, 1 of the Liberators,possibly damaged by antiaircraft
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Several groups of enemy planss attacked ENIVETOK ATOLL, beginning
3:10 a.m., 9 March. No damage was sustained on ENIWETOK ISLAND. Many
explosions and a large fire were started on ENGEBI ISLAND. Further
details are not available at this time.

At 3:15 p.m., 8 March, a reconnaissance plane shot down a medium
enemy bomber 215 miles northeast of PONAFE ISLAND. Another reconnaissance
plane dropped a half ton of bombs on enemy installations at RONGELAP.
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During the night of 6~7 March, a Liberator harassed RABAUL, NEW
BRITAIN, and a Catalina bombed and strafed buildings near NALATANATL,
NEYT IRELAND, and LEMAMMANU MISSION, northwest BUKA ISLAND.

During the morning of 7 March, dive bombers and torpedc bombers
attacked RALUANA, NEW BRITAIN, Hits were scored on antiaireraft gun
positions and a freighter possibly sunk south of MATUFI. A number of
buildings in the vicinity of the air strip were damaged and four planes
set on fire in the northwest revetments, A medium bomber was damaged
and a float plane destroyed. COne dive bomber and four torpedo bombers
were damaged by antiaircraft fire,

The dispersal area at TOBERA, NEW BRITAIN, was bombed by an unre-
ported number of Mitchells on 7 March., A number of fires started. Two
Mitchells were damaged by antiaireraft fire,

During the afternoon of 7 March, an unidentified location, apparently
in the vicinity of RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, was attacked by Liberators. A
number of fires started. Airacobras bombed RABAUL TCWN, NEW BRITAIN, and
Corsairs strafed enemy barges off north NEW BRITAIN.

At 5:07 p.m., 7 March, three torpedc bombers attacked five amall enemy
vessels in the vicinity of MALANGUNAN, SIMFSON HARBOR, NEW BRITAIN. One
vessel was sunk and another left in a sinking condition.

During 7 March, Alraccbras bombed enemy supply area south of the JABA
RIVER and started a number of fires. During the same day, two Liberators

attacked MONOITU MISSICON. Enemy concentrations at MAWAREKA, along the
SAUA RIVER and REINI RIVER, were attacked by an unreported number of planes.
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On 7 Mareh, at 7:48 a.m,, a Liberator bombed MILIE and started a
small fire in the installations. This attack was followed at 9:30 a.m.,
by 8 Army Dauntless planes and 8 Warhawks. This flight hit the runway
and stores area. Small craft was also strafed. The antiaireraft fire
was meager and inaccurate.

Between 8:33 a.m., and 12:33 p.m., on the morning of 7 March, the
runway at WOTJE was bombed by 9 Mitchells, No antiaircraft fire was re-
cedived.

During 7 March, 18 Dauntless planes and 11 Hellcats started several
fires at JALUIT. One Helleat and 5 Dauntless planes were slightly damaged
by the moderate but accurate antiaircraft fire.

On 7 March, at 6:20 p.m., L Venturas deposited bombs on TARCA. The
antiaireraft fire was moderate but inaccurate.

From 7:20 a.m., to 1:00 p.m., & March, 16 litchells bombed the TAROA
runways and antiaircraft installations, starting two fires. They also
shelled small nearby islands. The antiaircraft fire was moderate. Three

of our planes were damaged.

Again, at 7:00 p.m., 8 March, our attack on TARCA was renewed, this time
by 2 Venturas. No antiaircraft fire was received.

A 11:30 a.m., & March, 10 Liberators hit EMIDJ, JALUIT ATCLL. The
flight was greeted by intense antiairecraft fire. One plane was damaged.

During & March, 1 Liberator hit KUSAIE.

At 9:30 a.,m., 8 March, 10 Dauntless dive bombers blasted EMIDJ, JALUIT
ATOLL. The antiaireraft fire was weak.

MILLE was bombed by 16 Warhawks at 6:50 a.m., 8 March. The antiaircraft
fire was intense.

In the afternocon of & March, at 4:00 p.m., 4 Hellecats strafed 5 wooden
launches in MILLE ATOLL. The antiaireraft fire was moderate. One of our
pilots was killed when his plane crashed over the target area.

Early in the evening of 8 March, at 7:00 p.m., 6 Venturas blasted the
runvways and barracks at WOTJE. The antiaireraft fire was meager.
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During the night of 5-6 March, a lone Liberator, while bombing RABAUL,
was attacked by enemy night [ighters but incurred no damage.

During the same night, patrol planes bombed the perimeter at TORUKINA,
and other targets of opportunity. They also bombed WAL AHUNA POINT, in the
northwest SHORTL AID Area.

Adracobras, during the morning of & March, damaged six barges in ATA-
LIKLIKUM BAY, northern NEW BRITAIN. They also smoked out & barge south of
WATOM ISLAND, NEW ERITAIN.

During the afterncon of 6 March, Dauntless dive bombers snd Avengers
bombed the airdrome at LAKUNAT, RABAUL. Although the overcast was heavy over
the target, scme hits created a large amount of smoke northeast of MATUPI.

Cne Avenger was holed by antiaireraft fire. The fighter coverage for this
flight encountered no alr opposition. However, they strafed and sunk a loaded
barge south of WATCK ISLAND and set on fire a small boat off FUT FUT.

The TOBERA airfield at RABAUL was hit during & March by 24 Mitchell
medium bombers, Six fires were started, of which, thres were believed to be
burning planes in the revetments. Above the RAPCPC revetments, 10 to 12 enemy
fighter planes were seen. One Corsair took on seven single-seated enemy fighter:
above the RAPOFO landing field and successfully outran three pursuing fighters.
Barges in KERAVIA BAY were attacked by the other Corsairs.

On 6 March, at 1:11 p.m., 21 Liberators hit the dispersal area and revet-
menta at HAVIENG, MNEW IRELAND. A 200-foot pler was set on fire, two buildings
were destroyed and the runway left unserviceable.

During & March, light bombers and fighters bombed and strafed KONCITU
KISSICY and the MIBD RIVER Area. Targets east of the SAUA RIVER MOUTH and
others near REDI RIVER and SORAKEN FLANTATION, in northwest BCUGATHVILLE, were
also attacked,

During 6 larch, patrol planes bombed barges at ATALIKLIEUM HARECR, MNEV
BRITAIN, and the ADLER BAY radar.

During the morning of 7 Karch, Jap positions east of TURCEINA RIVER,
BOUGATNVILLE, were bombed by BLUE destroyers.

BOUGAINVILLE GROUND STTUATICN

A preliminary report indicates that the Jap's artillery commenced to shell
the PIVA Area, BCUGAINVILIE, on & March, at CL45 a.m. Sixteen of our planes
were damaged and six men injured., Cur artillery returned the fire and silenced
some of the enemy's positions. It would appear that a general ground attack is

developing.
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On 5 March, a patrol plane bombed a small ship in PONAFE HARBCH.

Reconnaissance planes dropped bombs on WAHE ISLAND, on 5 March,

The submarine HOE, returning from a war patrol in the scuthwest Pacifie,
reports the following:

16 January = during the night sunk 3 enemy freighters of a
seven-ship escorted convey, seuth of DAVAD CULF,
FHILIPPINE ISLAMDS.

25 February = south of DAVAD GUIF, sank an enemy tanker and damaged
another one,

| 4 summary of her cruise indicates that she sank 3 enemy freighters, one
| enemy tanker, for a total of 29,377 tons and damaged one enemy tanker of

| 10,052 tons.

1 The submarine FICUDA reports sinking an enemy transport of 10,000 tons
|| to the northwest of TRUK, on 2 March.

Regraded Unclassified
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On & Mareh at 7:20 a.m., 18 Dauntless dive bombers and 11 Hellcats
bombed EMIDJ, JALUIT Atoll, The antiaireraft fire is reported as being
light, but, never-the-less, two Hellcats are missing with 1 pilot report-
ed on & nearby island.

At 7:40 a.m. on 6 March, 15 Warhawks hit UTLIE Atoll. The antiair-
craft fire was moderate.

At 10 a.m, & March, 8 Mitchell medium bombérs dropped bombs on islands
of the MALOELAP Atoll near TAROA. The runways at MILLE were bombed by four
of the Mitchells. None of the planes on this flight were subjected to anti=-
aireraft fire.

At 11:30 a.m. 6 March, WOTJE Atcll was bombed by 5 Venturas. The
rlanes encountered light to meager antisireraft fire,

The airfield, shops and docks at PONAPE were bombed by 13 Liberators
at 11:35 a.m, on & March, The ares around the airfield was shaken by a
huge explosion. The antlaircraft fire was moderate. On alternate strikes,
two Liberators sach bombed MILLE and KUSAIE.
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HARBOR, NEW IRELAND,

During the night of 6-7 March, motar torpedo boats from TREASURY

ISLAND were bombed by an enemy plme scuthwest of BOUGAINVILLE. The
boats also were subjected to gunfire from MOSIGA. In neither case was

any damage received. A night patrol plane, which was operating with the
PT's, made a direct hit on a floating crane or dredge on the PURIATA
RIVER.

While bombarding shore batteries to the entrance af SEEADLER HARBOR,
MANUS ISLAMD, the destroyer NIGHOLSON was hit by an eneay shell, Dmmage
was sustained in the Number 2 Handling Room, where 3 of her personnel were
killsd and 2 wounded.

It is also reported that Navy Seabees, ashore on LOS NEGRCS ISLAND,
MANUS ISLAND, have sustained the following casualties: 13 killed, 95

wounded.
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During the night of 4-5 March, a Liberator bombed RABAUL,

During the same night, night patrol planes bombed and strafed 5
to 6 barges off the northwestern coast of BUKA, On their return flight,
they bombed POPCRANG ISLAND, SHORTLAND Area.

At B:45 a.m, 5 March, Avengers bombed the two remaining small
enexy freighters in MANDRES BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and forced the ships to
beach themselves.

At 10:58 a.m. on 5 March, a flight of Mitchell medium bombers started
fireas to the north of SIMPSON HARB(R and in the SIMPSON HARBCR whar{ area.
In the latter place, a direct hit damaged the customs wharf. Two of our
Mitchells were slightly damaged by antiaircraft fire.

RABAUL TOWMN and the TOBERA airfield revetments were bombed by
Liberators and several fires were started. Photographs indicate that
5 planes were burned in the revetments. Three of our Liberators were
damaged by antiasircraft fire and one was shot down. From the latter,
3 of its crew of 5, which parachuted, were picked up by a rescue plane.

EORPOP HARBCR, NEW IRELAND, was bombed by a Liberator and 11
Lightnings. Hits were made on the runway and revetments, and a large
fire was started.

During 5 March, 118 Dauntless dive bombers and 72 Avengers bombed
eneny positions north of KURAIO MISSION, northwest TOROKINA, the bivouac
at the west fork of the TOROKINA RIVER and the supply section north of
the TCROKINA forks.

Other ELUE planes bombed and strafed concentrations on the REINE
RIVER, SIAR PLANTATION in northern BOUGAINVILLE, and MONOITU BRIDGE.
At the latter place, one of our Airacobras was downed by antiaircraft fire

Four Venturas, on patrol, bombed and strafed 3 camouflaged barges,
which were alongside a supply-laden dock at LIKLIKUN BAY. One of the
barges was sunk and another one left listing.

On the morning of 6 March, motor torpedo boats from GREEN ISLAND dis-

govered and destroyed L barges hidden under the trees at KMIR HARBOR, on
the northeastern end of AMBITLE ISLAND, NEW IRELAND.
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During the night of 3=4 March, one Liberator harassed RABAUL, NEW
BRITAIN., On 4 March, two Venturas bombed huts north of EAST CAPE, NEW
IREIAND. Intense antisircraft fire wae encountered in the viclnity of
NAMATANAI, NEW IRELAND.

At 11 a.m, 4 March, an unreported mumber of dive and torpedo bombers
attacked and scored hits on antiaireraft positions east of RABAUL. One
torpedo bomber was damaged by antisircraft fire. RABAUL was hit again by
an unreported number of Liberators, Mitchells and Lightnings., Fires were
started, At about the same time a Liberator bombed BORPOP, NEW IHELAND,
and two Lightnings attacked installations on DUXE OF YORK ISLANDS with un-

reparted results.

On i March, an enemy launch and barge were set on fire after belng
strafed by 28 Corsairs in MASSAWA BAY, NEW BRITAIN. These planes also
attacked with unreported resulta, /i amall ememy freighters in MANDRES BAY,
NEW BRITAIN, A smuall freighter north of VULCAN, NE{ BRITAIN, was attacked

by torpedo bombers with unimown results.

At 4 pem. i March, torpedo bombers sank 2 of 4 small enemy freighters
in MANDRES BAY, NEW BRITAIN, and then bombed the supply area in north RABAUL.
A light tower on CAPE GAZELLE was destroyed. One torpedo bomber was damag-
ed by antiairoraft fire.

Cn 4 March, an unreported mumber of destroyers bombarded the TEXESSI-
JABA RIVER AREAS, EAST EMPRESS AUGUSTA BAY. Results were not reported.

During the night L=5 March, Catalinas strafed 3 beached enemy barges
2 miles south of CAPE HANFAN, northeast BUKA ISLAND,

Throughout & March, torpedo and dive tombers attacked enemy concentra-
tions, pillboxes and bivouac areas east of the SAUA RIVER, BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, and in the general area of EAST EMFRESS AUGUSTA BAY.
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During the morning of 3 March, an unreported number of heavy, light
and medium bombers, bombed RABAUL, NE{ BRITALN, Due to overcast results
were generally uncbserved, No enemy antiaireraft fire or planes were en=
countered,

Cn 3 March, 10 Lightnings bombed the EUKA runway and revetments,
another group of 5 Lightnings attacked the enemy readar installation nn CAFE
5T. GECHGE, NEY IRELAND.

During 3 March, 30 dive bombers and torpedo planes attacked enemy posi-
tions east of the SAUA RIVER and the TORCKINA SECTOR, BOUZAINVILIE ISLAND.
Four Lightnings strafed an enemy float plane southeast of SHORTLAND ISLAND.

Cn 3 March, an unreported number of Corsairs and other planes attacked
emall eraft off the GAZEIIE PENINSULA, NEW BRITAIN, and the south central
coast of NEW IRELAND, Results were not reported.

At 5:45 pem., 3 March, 8 of our fighter planes encountered 2 enemy
fighters over the area betwsen TOBERA and VUNAKANAU, NEW BRITATH. One enemy
plane was shot down, plus one probable. All our planes returned,

On 4 March, a reconnaissance plane strafed £ sail boats in the vieinity
of NUKUCRC ISLAND, CARCLINE ISLANDS. Enemy installations on the island were
bombed and gun positions silenced,

During the night of 3-4 March, Catalinas, Liberators and dive bombers
bombed and strafed the CHOISEUL BAY Area. Four Catalinas and one dive bomber
ware damaged by amall caliber antiaireraft fire,

At 9:10 a.m., 5 March, 13 Dauntless and 12 Helleats, attacked EMIDJ with
four tons of bombs and machine gun fire, Antiaircraft fire was moderats, Six
dive bombers and one fighter were damaged,

At 10:35 a.m., 5 March, 9 Mitchells dropped nine tons on UTJE. No an-
tiaireraft fire was encountered,

Six and a half tons of bombs were released by & Venturas on TAROA, at
10:55 awm., 5 March., Cne fire started. Antiaireraft fire was moderate. All
our planes returned,
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At 6130 a.m., 4 Mareh, installations on PONAPE were bombed and a
wooden coastal vessel damaged by 3 Nevy Liberators. Two fires were started.
An enemy patrol plane on the water was strafed, Although antiaircraft fire
was intense our planes sustained no damage. Later, at 11:5C a.m., 4 March,
12 Liberators dropped 21 tons of bombs on the warehouse area on FONAFE.
Fires were started. Intense antiaircraft fire damaged two planes.

On 4 Merch, five tons of bombs were dropped by 3 Liberators on the
KUSAIE warehouse ares, Two near misses were scored on a 200=foot freighter,
Yo antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Twelve Mitchells raleased 12 tons of bombs on TAICA runwaya and installa-
tions at 1:10 p.m., 4 March. Large fires were started. Enemy antiaircraft

fire was weak,

On 4 March, 2 Liberators released 3} tons of bembs on RMIDJ. One fire
was started. Antiaireraft encountered was meager. Another Liberator bombed
MILLE, without receiving antiaireraft fire.

At 12130 p.m., 5 March, 6 Venturas dropped six tons of bombs on WOTJE
runways, magazines and barracks. Meager antiaireraft fire was encountered.

Regraded Unclassified
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During the night of 2-3 March, motor torpedo beats, assisted by a
Ventura, damaged and drove ashore three enemy barges in the vieinity of
AITARA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE ISLAD.

The submarine FLASHER, returned from patrol, and reported the following

successes:
SANK DAMAGED

1 freighter 6,000 tons 1 Sampan (by gunfire) 4O tons

1 freighter 7,000 tons

1 freighter La.lh2 tons

1 auxiliary tanker 7,269 tons

1 sampan (by gunfire) TESJ. ::mu
: ons

The submarine ASPRC scored a hit on a large tender enroute to TRUK.
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Between 9:50 a.m., and 11:00 a.m., 3 March, 6 Venturas dropped 6} tons
of bombs on the WOTJE runway area. Slight antiaireraft fire was encountered.
At noon, of the same day, 11 Mitchells dropped 11 tons on the TARCA runway
and gun positions. Large fires were started. Intense antiaircraft fire was
encountered,

At 83136 a,m., 3 March, 2 Liberators bombed a medium enemy freighter and
amall craft in 1Z1E HARBECR, KUSAIE. No damoge was reported. lo entiaireraft
fire was encountered.

At 7:10 a.m., 3 March, 74 tons of bombs were dropped on the PONAFE air-
field, town and bawcite plant. Yoderate antiaireraft fire was encountered.

A reconnaissance plane, during the night of 1-2 March, bombed enemy shore
installations and barges, near PURIATA and AITARA, southwest BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAMD, Results were not reported. DANFU VILLAGE, near EAST CAFE, NEW IRELAND,
was bombed by 2 Venturas.

Early, on the morning of 2 March, a Liberator borbed LAKUNAL, TOEERA,
RABAUL TOWN, and started a fire.

On 2 March, Liberators, Mitchells and Lightnings attacked RABAUL TOWN
and RAFOPO, NEW BRITAIN, sterting numerous fires and explosions. Lightnings
attacked the enemy radar installation on CAFE ST. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND.

During the morning of 2 March, dive bombers and torpedo bombera struck
at enemy shipping and installations in KERAVIA BAY, RABAUL Area, NEV BRITAIN.
Three hits were scored on two small freighters and rocket hits on a small de-
stroyer., Hits were also scored on gun positions and a number of buildings were
gset on fire by strafing, Two torpedo bombers and one Corsair were damaged by
antiaireraft fire. On the same day, Corsairs attacked 12 enemy barges along=-
side the RABAUL DOCHS Hesulta were not reported.

On 2 March, Alracobras destroyed huts near FIANO and MONOITU MISSION,
southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Dive bombers and torpedo bombers attacked in-
stallations near the upper SAUA RIVER, central west coast of BCUGAINVILIE
ISLAND. Corsairs attacked small enemy craft north of NEW BRITAIN. Results
were not reported.

During the afterncon of 2 March, dive bombers and terpedo bombers attacked
the enemy radar installetions in ADLER BAY, east NEW BRITAIN. Hits were scored
on huts in the area, but the radar was not destroyed.

Regraded Unclassified
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On 1 March, a reconnaissance plane ineffectively strafed an enemy
tanker escorted by 3 surface units and a float plane 50 miles west narth-
west of PONAFE.

At 10:16 a.m, 2 March, 6 Venturas and 12 Mitchells, releasad 20
tons of bombs on TAROA runways and buildings. Antiaircraft fire encounter-
ed was moderate, Later, at 2:10 p.m., 8 Warhawks dropped 3 tons on the
MIILE runway area, with good results. On the same day, JALUIT was hit with
4% tons by 9 Dauntless and 11 Warhawks, which also strafed the area.
Intense antiaircraft fire was encountered at JALUIT.

The submarine SANDLANCE sank 3 enemy freighters in the KUIRLE ISLAND
waters.
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A late report, relating to motor torpedo boat operations off
RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, during the night of 29 February - 1 March, indicates
that a totzl of three enemy barges were badly damaged and probably sunk.

On the morning of 1 March, an unreported number of Liberators
bombed KIHILI, southwest BOUGAI NVILLE ISLAND. Hits were scored on
the runway, entiaireraft positions and a large fire started. HNo
enemy plenes were encountered, One Liberator was damaged by antialr-
creft fire.

On 1 March, enemy positions on southwest BALAILE ISLAND end the
BUKA runway were attaecked by an unreported number of Lightnings.

During the afternocon of the same day, 110 dive bombers and 71
torpedo bombers attacked enemy troop supply concentrations outside of
the northeast TOROXINA perimeter and north TOROKINA RIVER farks,
BOUGATNVILLE ISLAND. A number of small fires were started.

During the evening of 1 March, Airacobras bombed and strafed MONOITU
MISSION and silenced antiaircraft gun positions. A number of fires and
explosions were cbserved,

During the night of 1-2 March, en unreported number of cur motor
torpedo boats, apparently assisted by a gunboat (type unknown), attack-
ed 3 barges in the vicinity of the PURIATA RIVER, SOUTHWEST BOUGAINVILLE
ISLAND, One barge was destroyed; the other two were sst on fire,

On the same night, other torpedo boats and gunboats shelled enemy
activity at the REINI RIVER, EAST TOROKINA, DOUGAINVIILE ISLAND, Our
boats received heavy gunfire from the shoreline, but no damage was
reported,

On 2 March, two destroyers bombarded enemy positions on the south-
west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.
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The submarine CREVALLE, in a patrel of the SCUTH CHINA SEA, scored the
following successes:

SANK PROBARLY SUNK
1 freighter TAIBUN MARU TYPE 6,581 tons 2 large freighters 6,000 tons eac
1 freighter TATUTAKE MARU type 7,065 tons 2 medium freighters 4,000 tons ea

1 unidentified freighter 6,000 tons 20,000 tons
1 =ail boat (by gunfire) 5 tons

1 patrol tug (by gunfire) 1%13 tons
19,801 tons

-879-
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Two enemy barges were bombed on 29 February, with unreported results by a
Ventura in the vicinity of KALILI, west NEW IRELAND, OCther Venturas attacked
enemy installations on BUKA ISLAND, BONIS, CHABAI, northwest BOUGAINVIILE ISLAND,
and installations near ADLER BAY, NEW BRITAIN, Huts and other native buildings
near BCORPOP BAY, NEY IRELAND, were bombed by a NEW ZEALAND Ventura. At 2:20 p.m.,
29 February, f{ighters attacked and probably set on fire 3 barges in the vicinity
of FENI ISLAND, east of NEW IRELAND.

A large enemy barge was strafed off the northeast central ccast of MNEU
IRELAND, and it is reported that about thirty of the eighty enemy trocps embarked
were killed. Four other barges and two sail boats were damaged off the northeast
and southwest central coasts of NEW IRELAND. A 100-foot vessel was damaged by
strafing, plus two barges, off the coast of northeast NEW ERITAIN. One Hellcat
was shot down by antiaircraft fire near NAMATANAT, NEW IRELAND.

ing 29 February, other fighter planes destroyed cne and damaged two
enemy barges in TONCIEI HARBCH, south BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. A number of enemy
troops, along the scuthwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND were killed by straf-
ing. During the day, dive bombers and torpedo bombers attacked enemy ground
positions on the central west coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of 29 February - 1 March, a destroyer bombarded enemy
installations on CAFE ST, CGEORGE and BORPOP, NEW IRELAND.

Motor torpedo boats operating off RABAUL, NEW BRITAIN, badly damaged and
possibly sunk an enemy barge during the night of 29 February - 1 March. Cne
of the torpedo boats entered KERAVIA BAY, but found no shipping. MNets or other
obstructions were not encountered.

At daylight, 1 March, NAMATANAT, ~NEW IRELAND, was bombarded by a number of
destroyera. Two enemy shore batteries replied but were subsequently silenced.
The bombardment results were reported successful,

it about noon, 1 March, 2 destroyers reconnoitered the southwest coast of
BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND, shelled a number of wrecked and beached barges, together
with pillboxes and observation stations. A shore battery returned fire and
slightly damaged the superstructure of the RINGLE and CONWAY. One officer sus-

tained minor injuries.

On the morning of 1 March, reconnaissance planes scored a direct hit on
the enemy CAPE ST. GEORGE radar installation, attacked installations on CAFE
CAZELLE and possible pun positions scuth of MOTUFENA FOINT, BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND.

- 878 -
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f Additional information received in connection with the 29th of February
raid on WAKE ISLAND, indicates thut & grounded planes which appeared to be
fighters and dive bombers, plus one medium bomber, were strafed and pessibly
destroyed. The attack was apparently a complete surprise.

In an attempt to neutralize air strips, ten Liberaters released 30 tons
of heavy bombs on WOTJE at 11:33 a.m., 1 March, Throughout the day seven
Liberators dropped 21 tons on TARCA. MILIE runways were hit with 17 tons of
bombs by 5 Liberators and 2 Mitchells, MNo antiaireraft fire was encountered
at TAROA or "OTJE. Meager antiaircraft fire at LMIILE. On the same day, 11
tons of bombs were dropped on JALUIT ISLAMD by 11 Mitechells. Antiaireraft fire
was weak, All our planes returned without damage or casuslties,

During the morning of 28 February, a fighter damaged one of four enemy
barges in the vicinity of FENIS ISLAND, east of NEW IRELAND. Throughout the
day, Airacobras strafed MONOITU MISSICN, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Two
of our planes were damaged by antiaircraft fire. Uther enemy positions in this
area were attacked by torpedc bombers, armed with bombs and rockets,

On 28 February, heavy medium and light bombers, together with fighters
attacked targets in the vicinity of RABAUL, NEW BERITAIN. UNo enemy planes were
encountered. Four fighters strafed FONDJ FOINT, northwest NEW BRITAIN, Hesults
were not reported.

At 10:55 a.m., 28 February, an unreported number of dive bombers and tor-
pedo bombers struck VUNAPOPE, MEW BRITAIN, scored hits on the warehouse area
and damaged a number of buildings. Two fires were started. One plans was
damaged by antiaircraft fire. On the same day, Liberators attacked RAFOPO,
scoring hits on the runway later reported unserviceable, A grounded fighter-
bomber in the west dispersal area was destroyed.

At 2:00 p.m., 28 February, NEW ZEALAND planes bombed the enemy radar
installation at ADLER BAY, east NEW BRITAIN, and scored a number of hits, Two
Venturas were attacked by two of six enemy fighters over ADLER BAY-CAFE GAZELILE,

NEW BRITAIN.

On 28 February, a reconnaissance plane bombed and silenced enemy antiair-
eraft positions on KAPINGAMARANGI ISLAND.

During the morning 29 February, Mitchells and Lightnings attacked RABAUL
TOWN, scored hits on shore installations and started a number of fires and ex-

plosions.
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On 28 February, a reconnaissance plane dropped one ton of bombs on
antiaireraft positions on NAURU ISLAND,.

At 1:30 p.m., 29 February, 7 Liberators, on an armed reconnaissance
flight, hit WAKE ISLAND with 5 tons of bombs. A number of fires were started.

Al our planes returned,

WOTJE runways were bombed by 5 Venturas with 5} tons of bombs at 10:00 a.m.
29 February, Later, at 1:30 p.m., the same area was again attacked by 9 Kitchell
with 9 tons of bombs. Neo antiaircraft fire was encountered.

At 6:30 a.m., 29 February, 12 Warhawks released & tons on MILLE runways.
Results were not reported.

The submarine SARG0 sank one 7,000 ton freighter and damaged two freighters
for 21,000 tons off the west coast of PALAL.
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D'luring the night of 28-29 February, the MOSIGA and SIPOSAI Area, CHOISEUL
BAY, CHOISEUL ISLAND, was strafed. HResults were not reported. It is believed
that enemy float planes base on BALLALE ISLAND,

9 a.m, 1 March 1944.

The submarine CERQ, while patrolling the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGD waters,
damaged one enamy freighter of 2,600 tons.
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Regraded Unclassified



COMINCH FILE 49 a» UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

SLET 9 a.m, 1 March 1944.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

On 26 February, a reconnaissance plane strafed with unreported results
enemy installations on KUSAIE and a 4LOO-ton vessel in the harbor,

—

During the night, 26-27 February, the BUKA runway was bombed by a
Ventura and installations on TECP ISLAND, northeast BCUGATHVILLIE ISLAND, were
attacked by a Catalina. A Liberator harassed RAPCPO, RABAUL Area, NEW BRITAIN.

During the morning of 27 February, torpedo planes and dive bonbers attacked
enemy pun positions at LAKUNAI, RABAUL Area, NEW ERITAIN. Two guns of 4.7
caliber were probably destroyed and others damaged. Two buildings, socutheast
of the air strip, were destroyed together with a light house at CAFE WANATA.
Antiaireraft fire damaged three dive bombers., No enemy planes were encountered
over the area., The fighter cover destroyed one enemy fleat plane, 15 miles east
of BORFOP, MNE'T IRELAND.

At noon, 27 February, 13 Corsairs, in a sweep over the RABAUL Area, sank
a small steam launch, seriously damaged a barge and strafed a radar installa-
tion at CAFE 5T. GECRGE, NEW IRELAND.

During the afternoon, 27 February, Liberators and Mitchells bombed VUNAFOPE
warehouses, started two explosions and a number of fires. Antiaireraft fire
damaged two Liberators and one Mitchell. The fighter cover destroyed one enemy
float plane. Later, that afterncon, Lightnings started more fires at VUNAFOFE.
Antiaireraft fire damaged two Lightnings, one of which crash-landed. The other
plane failed to return. The radar installation at CAFE ST. GECRGE was agein
attacked.

Cn 27 February, two torpedo planes damaged with rockets an enemy barge in
the vicinity of MOTUFENA, BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND, Five enemy barges were destroyed
by an Airacobra on the southwest coast of BOUGAINVILLE ISLAMD. A number of our
planes destroyed an enemy barge near FENI ISLAND, east of NEW IRELAND, and started

several fires at BORPOP, NEW IRELAND.

Prior to noon, 28 February, an unreported number of Liberators, bambed
RABAUL TO#WN, NEW BRITAIN, and the runway and revetments at RAFOPO, NEW BRITAIN.
No enemy planes were encountered. No further details are available at this time,

During the night of 28-29 February, a Catalina bombed and strafed three
enemy barges in the vicinity of AITARA, southwest BOUGAINVILIE ISLAND. Motor
torpedo boats then engaged the barges and forced them ashore., The shoreline was
then bombarded by & gunboat (LCM). About 11-16 northbound enemy barges were ob-
served in addition to seven on the beach. These were shelled by a gunbost, (ICX).
Our motor torpedo boats were ineffectively bombed by an enemy float plane.,
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