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UNITED STATES FLEET BUY
HEADOUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER |N CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT ) 4=
WASHINGTOM 25, D. C. f
; o s
““ i P-Ht, 31 mﬂm“r,lm.

v '

On the morning of 31 Dacember enemy planes attacked shipping
t anchor off our beachhead at Mindoro resulting in the following

'd

sualties:
USS GANSEVOURT (DD-608) Seriously damaged.
USS PRINGLE (DD-477) Minor damage.
USS PORCUPINE (IX-126) Probable total loss from fire,

1SS OHESTES (AGP-10)(ex-1ST-135) Badly damaged by explosion and
fire. 30 were killed or miselng
and 32 pericusly wounded in this
ghip.

US Merchant Vessel HUBART BAKER  Sunk.
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UMITED STATES FLEET |
HEADDUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN 1M CHIEF .

MHAVY DEPARTMENT

f WABMIMGTON I3, D. C. —
| - =
5 2 Ay § a.z. 31 Decesber 19%4.
\F
& SOUTH J}D CENTHAL PAC

One of our MDMDORD supply convoys (reported in momning swumary
of 30 Decesber]), was under Crequent attack while enroute UINDORO.
L3T-205 is now reported alightly dasaged by & floating mine. OSnhips
of the convoy shot down 10 enemy planes and our own planes shot desn
10 Jap planes over the convoy.

=1465=
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COMIMCH FLE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADCUARTERE GF THE COMMANDERN (M CHIEF
HAYVY DEFARTMENT
WABHINGTON B9, D. G-

9 8.2 30 Decomber 1044,

e
\.ﬁ
M,Q_M SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Conttd,)

On 28 December, at duak, one of our MUIDORO supply convoys was
under enesy air ;l.tm:«: for mu and A& hall hours. L3T-T50 was tor-
pedoed end badly dassged and wns gsunk later by our omn gunfire.

v

~aL about B:30 p.m., 29 Decesbor, the same convoy was again under
\\ heavy air attack west of PAMAY, AA fire fron the ships destroyed 8
enesy plapes, including me erash-diver. —

The merchant ship WILLIAM SHARCN (7176-ton), damaged by a crash-
diver (reported in moming sumuary, 20 D&:u:bcri was under tow for LETTE.

FT boats, operating out of LEYTE en the nisht of 27-28 Decesber, sank
i ensay barges.

LETTE x-runlinﬂ-u shot. down two Jap planes on the night of 27-28
Decesber; over CENTRAL PHILIPPINES,

On the night of 27-28 December, our WINDOMO rositions wers bambed
and strafed six times by groups of 12 to 13 alrcraft. No damage Lo our
installations has been reported.

Additional air strikes are reported:

28 Docesber:

Ii0 JIMA was hit by 13 Liberators,concentrating on Adrfield No, 1.
Two of our ailreraft received minor damage.

=1hkE=
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COMINCH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGLUARTERS CF THE SOMMANDER 4 CHIDF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25, B, C.

waéfsr 9 8.m. 29 December 190,

& SOUTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comttd.)

Commander Task Force 77 now reports that on 26=27 Decesber, one
destroyer of the enemy bosbardment force was sunk off MINDORO. Appar-
ently no enexy landings were made during the bosbardsent of MINDORO.
Cne Liberty ship was destroyed by enemy gunfire and one Liberty ship
grounded as a result of the bombardment.

On 28 December, at 10:30 a.m., one of owr MINDCAO convoys was
attacked by L enemy crash divers south of BOHOL. One enesy plane was
shet down by AL fire. Three enemy planes crash-—dived the convoy and
hit three ships. The American merchant freighter JOHN BURKE (7174 tona)
blew up. The merchant ship WILLTAM SHAROH (7176 tons) was heavily dam-
aged and was abandoned and the U.5.5, PORCUPINE (D=126 storage tanker)
was damnped,

A further report covering the 27 Decesber attack on IND JIUA
indicates the island was boubed by & Liberators. Une enemy adreraft
was destroyed on the ground, while one of our Liberators sustained majer
damape and 12 Liberators minor dasapge, 15 Lightnings, escorting the
Liberatora to ID JIEA, destroyed one enezy plane in the air and one
on the ground. Two Jap planes were damaged on the ground,

The following additlonal strikea are reported:

2] Decesbar:

B Corsairs dropped bombs on a BABELTHUAP radar site.

2 Liberators struck at CHICHI JDMA and hit a s=all enemy freighter.

28 Docembar:

Rscomnalssance planes over WOTJE, MITLE and JALUIT, destroyed and

strafed several small craft. Four Corsairs strafed and sank a motor boat
at BABELTHUAP.

=1b7-
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COMINCH FILE

UMITED STATES FLEET
HEAGSLAMTERS OF THE e M AsainEm i CHOEF
A HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 23, D. .

9 a.m. 28 Decembar 194k
& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIPIC (Cont'dy)

0n 27 December, DF0 JIMA was bombarded sgein by Task Group
8.5, under Hear Admirsl A, E, Smith, consisting of the crulsers
CHESTER, PENSACOLA and SALT LAKE CITY, plus five destroyers. The
bombardment began at 1100 p.a., and ouwr units ceased firlng at 2136

ps; Enamy shore battery fire was ept for intense muteo-
matic fire. One of our destroyera, the {Dp=38k ) received alignt
damage; otherwise no damage was sustained by ships or persconel, Our

destroyers destroyed one enemy [E and left ome large landing ship bumm-
ing. Mfw'fﬁhi’é-,&.?

£

During 1%2[ ember bosbardsent of I) JIMA, the command-
ing officer of the, and three men wers injursd by shrapnel
from an enemy DE which the ROE later sank,

The snemy task force which bosbarded MINDCRD, 26-27 Decesber,
received the following damage fros alreraft; The BB sustained two
500-pound hits snd was last seen trailing oil. Qur Mitchells were
seen to sink ons destroyer and dazage ancther, The bosbing took place
about 80 miles west of MINDORO, at 9:00 p.m., 26 Decembar.

On 25 December, the ROEERT J, WALKER, an Mmerican serchant
freighter of 7,180 gross tons, was dsaged by an enesy subsarine about
120 miles south of SYDNEY, AJSTRALIA. The ROBERT J. WALKER was later
sunk by our own forces, Several of cur Armed Guard perscanel were in—
Jured.




TR HGH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET BRr

) o HEADGUARTERS OF THE GOMMANDER W CHIEF AR
e HAVY DEPARTMENT =
WASHINGTON 25, O, C.,

9 a.m, 27 December 194k,

MinBeg SOUTH AND CEBITRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

At about 4100 p.m,, 26 December, our alreraft sighted an enemy
task force, composed of one BB, one OA and aix 0D, 90 miles west of
UINMED on a ®msterly course.

At 6330 pom., Task Group Fedd, composed of two CA, two CL and
ten 00, departed from LEYTE at high speed toward MINDORD in order to
intercept the enesy force.

Throughout the rest of the day, the Jap unite stood toward
MINDORO, and at about midnight shelled the beach in the wieinity of SAN
JOSE

*

There are indications that some damage was sustained by the
JAP force. Further details are not available at this tims,

sﬁ_,.,-,q.ﬁi‘l‘? mz&mm,;;;purm-ﬂmummmu.mm
sarchant ship anchored mear our bass at SAMAR, FHILIFPINE I3LANDS,
_and cmused extensive damage in the area as the result of the explosion,

IEYTE FT's on 26 December mcreensd ouwr Army's landing opera-
tions at PALOMPON, LEYTE.

The following air strikes are reported:

Z3 December:

20 Corsairs hit AL installations at WOTJE.

22 Corsalra dropped bombe on JALUIT, strildng at boat yard
installations and small oraft. 19 Dauntless bombed the bivouse area
at JALUIT,

MALOELAF was struck by 23 Corsairas.

26 December:

18 Marine Corsairs bombed enemy dumps at MALOELAP,

--""_'-_'_
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COMINGH FILE

UMITED STATES FLEET
'\‘ HEADGUANTERNE OF THE CO0MANDEN BN CHIDF
F HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN 235, D. C.

9 a.m, 26 December 194k,

i SOUTH A0 CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

(n X Decesber, ons of our coavoys, snrcute MINDORD, reported
the destruction of & small saspan and & medium-=ize lugger.

On 2 December, the same convoy destroyed a landing barge.
The smemy craft were all destroyed in the vicinity of CAMIGUIN ISLAND,
morth of MINDANA .

A firal report of our surface bombardsent of IND JIMA en 24
December, shows that we sank an enemy destroyer sscori, a patrol eraft
and & medlus-size landing ship.

fn 25 December, s MINIORD PT shot down one epemy plane north=-
west of MIND(RO.

A patrol Marinsr was shot down by an enemy plane &0 miles
northenst of MINDMiAD. ALl persomnel were recoversd.

From 8:10 p.s. until 11:00 pe=., 25 December, SAIFAN was
attacked by eneay bombers, Ome B-29 was destroyed oa the ground, while
our night fighters shot down 2 epesy medium bosbers.

Tha follewing strikea are reported:

23 Deceabari

16 Corsairs struck BAEELTHUAP, sank 3 barges, dsmaged 2 barges
and 2 boats and demaged & radar station,

£ Corsairs bombed mupply storage at ASAD VILLAGE on BABELTHUAF .
2, December:
£ Corssirs strafed and burned & buildings on BAHELTHUAP.

23 Decambery

1umﬂwammwmmnm,ummm,
mwzm.m;lmud.mdmmlw.

The submarine EERGALL (53-320), in a summary of sscond war
patrol, is credited with damaging sn snemy crulssr, in additicn to the
muwm--n&uum-ﬁwmw-wmamn
mn{mhnﬂun—qumﬂ-rlﬂk}.
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COMINCH FULE .

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADIGUANTINE OF THl CildsANEEN 5 CHILS
HAYY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 24, D, €.

S

7 A.m, 25 December 1944,

SUTH &0 CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cent'd.)

The subsmarine PARDD (85-244), returning from
patrol, reported minking ore large tanker (20,000 tona ),
sast coast of X

alxth war

ths north-

=1y 3
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE EEMMANDER W EHIER
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTON 22, D, C.

9 n.m. 25 December 194l .

o SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd,)

hs the result of statesents from the six sirvivors who have
been recovared, the destroyer UONOGHR! (DD-354) is reported lost in the
typhoon northeast of SAIAR.

TH0 JIMA was bombarded by ore of our task groups under Hear
Adniral A E, Smith, consisting of the CHESTER, FENSACOLA, and SALT LAEE
CITY, plua six destroyers., The bogbardment coversd the pariod from 1:00
pems to 2:12 pum., 24 December. Fo damage was sustalned by owr forces from
the light enexy opposition. Our dastroyers sank one patrol vessel and 15
small eraft.

The following additionsl strikes have been reported:

21 Dmcember:

Navy recce planes strafed OROLUK in the CARCLIINZS and buried
one enemy plana on the ground.

dASEILTHUANF ammunition snd supply dumps wers attacked by
larips Cighters.

42 Deceabart

Marips fighters strafed snd bombed supply snd ammunition
dusps ot BARELTHUAP,

Shipping in the VOLZAND and BONIN Groupa was rocket-bombed
by Karins Nitchells,

Yarins torpedo plones ombed JAF installstions on LIILE.
Navy recce planes bombed and strafed ami sank three small beats at HTIIE,

23 Decembarg

Marine Mitchells struck INO JIMA sirfields. Two recce
Liberators struck at dispersal areas in Ti0 JIMA,

2l December:

MILIZ was strack by 18 Corsairas. The majority of the bombs
were seen to hit In the target area.

21 Corsaira attacked pun positions at MALOZLAP, with one
possible direct hit on o coast defense mun.
18 Corsalrs struck at SOTJE.

=1lhba=
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COMINCH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

TERS OF THE 14 eHiEr X i i
ol NAVY DEPARTMENT hf:-. '
m . WASHINGTON B, B, 6. —
9 a8, 24 Decambar 190L.
&

SOUTH AD CEITRAL PACTFIC (Comt'd,)}

An additional report from SEVENTH Fleet indicates LST-640
{previcusly reported as IST-L50) as unlocated, LST-T49 appears salvage-
able, Action was in vicindty of MARACRIAD ISLAUD, TC miles south of
LINIORG .

PT's, operating from LEYTE, dmaged one barge northwest of CERU.,

Tha subsarine TILEFISH reports sinking a Furutala class cruiser
(7,500 tons) five miles southwest of CMAT SAKI (HONSHU),

=146]=
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COM IHCH FLE

UNITED STATES FLEET
¢ HEADDUARTERE OF THE COMMANDER W CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 28, D. C.

9 n.m. 23 December 1544,

i,
SOUTH 40 CINTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)}
e i

On 22 Decesber, LST's 749 and 460, in a comoy enroute MINIORO,
were bombed and dasmaged. & large nusber of survivors were ploked up by
escorting destrojers, No final report-of dassage has been recaived, but
it ia reported that ome of the LST's may have sunk.

FT'a, operating out of LEYTE, probably sank one small Briemy
freighter in the VISLYAN 524,

The following additional strikes have been reported:
20 December:

Twanty-three Liberators struck II0 JIVA. Results were not
cbserved, Three recce Liberators also bombed IND JTUA, Hemilts uncbserved,

21 Decembar:

Two Liberator recce planes bonbed I JINA, Hesults were un-
chgarved,

22 Dacember:

Twx recce Mitchells bonbed and set on fire an enemy freighter
(5,500 to 7,500 tona) in the DONTHS Area.

Two recce Liberators dropped bombs on 100 JIMA,

The submarine SEA CAT reported sinking 2 tankers, totalling
18,000 tons.

The subsarine PIPE FISH reported sinking ome enemy freighter,

Regraded Unclassified




COMINGH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER (W CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT

L p.m. 22 December 1%4.

W
o

SOUTH AND CEHTHAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The destroyer 1 W (DD 354) was apparsntly lost in the
typhoon northeast of ZAl Slx survivors have been recovered, [Ho
further detalla are available at this time,

A total of 54 survivors froa the destroyer HULL (DD 350) and
FEMCE \DD 512) have besn recoverod,

24 survivers from the destroyer =

=14 5%=

Regraded Unclassified



UMNITED STATES FLEET
HEACCAIAMTERE OF THE DOMMANDER 1M CHIEF
HAYY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOM 25, O, C.

o HET 9 8.2, 22 December 194,
& SOUTH AND CENTSRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

i preliminary report indicates the following vessels sustained
damage in the typhoon northeast of SAMAR:

CoiLis CVE!a pots
CABOT (25) MEMENTA BAY (74) ALnT  (355)
CUWTERS {232 CAPE ESPERANCE (£8) BUCHANAN (L2, )
MONTEREY (25) ALTAMAHA (18) DEEY (3L5)
BAN JACINTO (30) oYso (572
HICEOX (673)
A Dets ATE
RATAHALA (60) MELVIN R. MATALN (416) JICARIIIA (1CkL)
TABEERER (418)

Kany planes were lost from CVl'e and CVE's., Damage to other ships
net reported is repairable by ship's fores,

The asubmarine REDFISH reported sinking a Jap carrier, 270 miles north-
east of FORVDSA at he5l pems, 19 Decembar.

The sibmarine H.H.5. STURDY under our operational comtrol, returned
frem patrol off the scutheast eoast of BORMED and reported sinking, by
gunfire and desclition charges, efight miscellansous craft, totalling
1,400 tons,

Regraded Unclassified




COMIFCH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERE OF THE SOMMANDER 4 CHILF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON I8, D, .

Lid23 9 8.m, 21 Decacber 1944,

'@‘ SCUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The British submarine SZAROVER; under cur operaticnal control,
returned fros= pateol and reported sinking a 200-ton enesy coaster by
mun=-fire in LACASSAR STHAIT.

=14 57=
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UNITED STATES FLEET
FEADGUARTERE 0F THE COMWAMDER 5 CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN 88, D, C.

9 a.ms 21 Decenbar 194k,
SCUTH LD CENTAAL PACIFIC (Conttd,)
A total of 2 survivors [rom the destroyer SPEICE (DD-512) have

been recoversd. The SFENCE foundered in the typhoon northeast of SAad,
which has previously besn reported,

The following strikes by CinCPac mireraft have been reported:
Strike 18 December:

Twe Liberator recce planes dropped boabs on IND JIMA, starting
fires,

Strikes 17 December:

Three Liberators bonbed airfield installations on MARCUS ISLIND.
Damage was uncbserved. Agcurate AL fire dasaged one Liberator.

Ti0 JIKA alrflield areas were bombed by 52 Liberators, Dus to
solid overcast, results wers unobserved,

Une Liberator borbed No, 2 airfield at I0 JIVA.

16 Lightnings attacked the airfield areas st II0 JINA. One
Jap sesplane was shot down, another seapline and a medium bomber wers
damaged on the ground,

Striles 20 December:

YA installations were attacked by & Avengers,

Fnu:t* Corsalrs strafed RCTA install sticns.

BABELTHUAP installations were bombed and strafed by 16 Corsalra.

3ix boats at SONIORAL ISLAMD (southwest of FALAU) were destroy-
od by four Corsairs.

One FOY bombed and strafed a Jap destroysr and a freighter
(5,500 to 7,50 tons) northeast of KINXRO, The freighter was left
-
{n 13 Decesber, the submarine BSRGALL (S55-320) was damaged by g

slx-inch shell while attacking an epnemy heavy crulssr off the south coast
of FRENCH INDO=-CHINA.

~1156m

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

Eme 0F THE i Crier
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON I8, O, C.

RET 9 n.n, 20 December 174k,

IC (Cont'd,

Statecsnts obtalmed from sirvivers indicate that the destroyer
SPFENCE (D0=512) capsized suddenly in the typhoon northeast of SR,
proviously reported. Purther details are not available at this time,

Conaiderable damage was reported by the ALTRIAHA (CVE=18), damaged in
the same typhoon. About L planes wers lost overbosard, incluiing the
h ship's radio equipsent, Ordnasice inatallations and other sgquipment
avoard the vessal were considerably damaged.

On 16 December, mobtor torpedo boats shot down cne Japanese
dive bombsr in the wicinity of MINDORD, On the 1Tth, three {loat planss
were shot down by FT's.

On 19 December, PT-300 was destroyed by a Jap sulelde orash,

During 19 December, night=-{lying Catalinas damaged a barge in
DAVAD GULF, UTHNDAMAD, mrd & FEY probably sank a small AN north of LUZGH.
On the same day, reccnnaissance planes attacked, sat on fire and possibly
destroyed an enemy freighter (5,500 to 7,500 tons] off the sast coast of
LUZON.

127 Corsaira and 34 Dauntless, followed by 6 Venturas, bombed
and strafsd QLLOT ISLAND in MALOELA® ATOLL., Thres of the Corsairs were

lost when pilots balled out; due to Lnability to drop thelr Hapalm besba,
All pilots were subsequently recovered.

155

Regraded Unclassified




COMIMCH FiLE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADCUANTENS OF THE COMMANGEN (N CHILF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 28, D, C.

R

#ﬂ:

4 Poiiie 19 Decesbor 1944,

SCUTH AND CENTE

........ HAL PACIFTC (Cont'd,)

The destroyers SPENCE (DD-512), MoMans (DD-354), the destrover
sacorts WATSTMAN (DE~T40) and MSLVIN B, HiCnis: ~416) are unsceounted
for as yet. Those veassls wara in the typhoon ilas northeast of 0
=SFIRITU SANTO, 52 My Fo I, mentloned in this morring's mimmary,

Regraded Unclassified




COMIMNCH FLE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGRUANTIRS DF THE COMMAMDER i Exmrr
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 18, D, C.

9 a.m,. 12 December 17.L.

.‘\

- SUTH AD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

B‘E
On g December, Avengers boched gun positions at S0TA amd
Corsairs bombed snd strafed targets on HABELTHUAF. Two enemy float
planea on the water in the vicinity of BABELTHUAP wers burned. In
sddition; a barge, notor launch and four trucks were destroyed.

=14 53=

Regraded Unclassified




CoMIMCH FILE

UMNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUARTERS OF THE CIMdMANDER S CHILF
L HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHIMNGTON 5, D, C.

9 a.m. 19 December 134k,

SOUTH AND CENTHAL PACIFIC (Comt'd.)

The following tabulstion represents a flnal sumsry of daaage
inflicted by our carrier planes over LUZDN on Ly and 15 December and
prelininary results of the strike on 16 Decmber:

AIRCHAFT SIRFACS UNITS
Deatroyed
Shot Down on Ground D Lt iﬁ_ml_k Dannged
TUEL s %Ei arge AP L DD
1 large AK 2 D8
1 sediun AK 1 coast defense vessal
T s=all A 1 large AP
1 large AQ 7 AE
3 pedius AD 1l gedius AD
10K 1l saall AD
5 small cargo vessels 17 smnll cargo vesssls
7 small ceraft 25 landing barges

Eight railroad trains and locomotives ware strafed and burned,
ard at least 25 silitary wruaks asd other wehiclesa. An undetersined
nuzber of vehicles in a A0=truck troop convoy, northbound mear SAN JOSE,
northeast of VANILA, were destroyed or demaged, Dxtenaive damage was
wrought upon silitery mildings, bridges, piers, warehouses, gas and oll
storage instollations, slrcraft and avistion facilities.

puring these three days, we lost 27 planes in cosbat, 38 opera-
ticnally, Twenty-nine pilots and one crewman were lost,

During the period 13-17 December, carrier-planes, based on CVE's
covaring the MINCRD landing operation, shet down 51 Japansse planes,
destroyed 20 on the ground and damaged 1L, at a loas to themselves of
one fighter plane and pilot, Seven planes were lost operationally.

The submarine FINBACK, operating in the FACIFIC, reported siniing
& freighter or tanker on 16 December.

At 10:30 a.m., 18 Decamber, the destroyer HULL (D0-350) capsized
with 1ittle warming in a storm reported to be of typhoon intensity, about
180 miles northeast of CAPE ESPIRITU SANTO, SAMAR, FHILIFFIKE ISLANDS.
Only 10 snlisted survivers have bean recovered, The following vagsals
sustained varisd damege in this sterm: MONTSREY (CVL) (hangar—deck fire
aboard which breke eut during heavy rolling), COVFENS (CVL), SM JACINTO
{CVL), JICARTLLA (ATF), DysoN (DD-572), LANS (DD-558), HEMHAM (DD-796),
HICHOK (DD-673), AYLWIN (DD=355), TABBSHER (DE-i18),

=Li52=
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COMIRCH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET
HEACMPIAMTERE GF THE COMMANDERN (84 CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 84, DL C.

9 n.m. 18 December 1944,

OJUTH AND OENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

During the night of 16-17 December, night flying Catalinas over
HORNED damaged one freighter (2,000 = 4,500 tons) and another sall
freighter of unreported tonnage.
The submarine FLOUKDEA returned from patrol of the JAVA 324 after
sinking one Cerman U-boat (700 tons) and damaging & 5,000 ton freichter.
The submarine FADDLE returned from patrol of the northwest coast
of BOANED and reported as follows:
SUNE
+1 Freighter = 4,000 tons
1 Freighter = 5,400 tons
Total 9,400 tona

= 1451 -
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oM I NGH FRLE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADCUANTERE CF THE G006 WASTER T CHEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTOM I8, D, €.

9 Bem, 17 December 1944,

SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACTFIC (Cont'd,)

On 16 December, 18 Marine Corsairs boabed HILIE, 20 Corsalrs
sttacked TOTVE, One plane received major damage from AL [ire, the
pllst alightly woundsd.

Regraded Unclassified



COMINGH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

ELADGAI AN TEME OF THE COMBEANDEN (M CHIEF
P MAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHIHOTON 15, B, C.

k pee 1b December 174k,

& UM AND CEITRAL PICIFEC (CONT'D.)

Flames of the THIRD FLEET carrier forces operated over LUZY on the
night of 15-16 December. During the forencon of the lbth, elght enemy
planes attempted to attask units of the carrier foree and were shot down.
Flanes of this force wers over the LUZON airfields on the 16th, but no
report s yot available es bto thelr activities.

On 1 December, sirfisld installations at IO JIMA wers attacked by
s B=24, Cn 15 December, 31 Liberators attacked the same target, releas-
ing @ tons of bombs, Soven planes recelved minor damage from Ad.  Four
Zaros intercepted, of which one was shot down, On the night of 15 Decembar,
one liberator bombed by radar with unobserved results.

=144 9=
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16 December 1944
o PACIFIC THEATER

o A revised report from Adniral Halsey of damage inflicted by the air steike
agalnst LUCN of 14 December, has bean received and is tabylated as

follows:
Flanes Destroyed Flenes Shot Sat
On_Ground Down Sunk Afire
139 kT T aediun tanker T Large AP
1 small AK 1 modium AK
1 medium AD
B or ¥ amall AK
Strafed in
%%."E_EE‘M
or IE Arge AX
1 Db
1 mmall AK
10E

Grourd dssage included U locomotives and six cars destroyed at JAN FERNANDO
three buildings, asmunition snd fuel dusps at ANDSLES and CLARE FIZLDS,

& truck convoy, sugar mill, fastory and AA pesitions in meishboring areas,
During the night of l4=15 December, runways and AA positions at all LUZON
Flelds were bombed and atrafed,

“Wﬁ' December, USS HOYOATH (DD-592) in MANGARIN
BAY, MINDCMO, was ed by 2 sulclde Zeros, one of which struck the
radar antennas, glanced of { the forecastle and swxxgmd crashed into the
water, ko peraonnel casualties are reported, but thers mas minor hull and

radar danage.

Cm the nichts of 12-13 Oecember, FT boats operated alonp the wast coast
of LEYTE, inflicting damage on 2 mmall vessels and sneny coastal installa-
tions.

Un 1i December, neutralisstion strikes were made by Marine Alrcraft against
eneny positions on JALUIT, WOTJE, MALOELAP and MIILE. One pilot was serious-
1y wounded by AA flre,

~1hd 8-
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A landing by Southwest Pacific forces was made shortly after sun-
rise, 15 Decesbar, at SAN AUGUSTIN, southwest MINDORO ISLAND, PHILIFPINES.
Freliminary reports indicate no eneny opposition was met at the three
landing beaches and that everything is going according to plan. Ho
casualtiss wore received by ouwr forces on the initial landing. Later
in the morning, our heavy covering naval support forces and carrier groups
came under continuous air attack. The latest reports frem this group in-
dicate that thore was no lmown damage as yet though there were sooe casual-
ties., In thess attacks, the onemy lost eight planes to the combat air
patrol, four to ship's gunfire, and three spicide planss crashed. So far
in the operation we have leat two L3T'a.

An amplifying , covering the damage sustained by the HASIVILLE
(UINDORD attack group) as & result of being crash-dived by a Japanese
sulcide plane, indicates that she has received extensive dasage. Appar-
ently the plane erashed broad on the NASHVILIZ's starboard quarter and
skldded across her stern to the port side, where one of the two bomba
that the plane wes carrying exploded. Ancther bomb exnloded en the star—
board side and an intense fire was started in the five-inch ready aomini-
tion which was brought under control after [ive ainutes, Considerable
topside damage has been Incurred but no casualties resulted in her en-
ginsering plant. Officers killed in action included two ship officera,
five of the staff of Amphibious Group 9, making a total of seven. Three
ship's of ficers were wounded and four officers of Asphibious Group He. 9,
wera wounded = & total of seven. 125 enlisted personnel of the NASHVILIE
wore killed in sction and 175 injured.

On 1, Decesber, the mupply dumps at BABELTHUAP were fired by 12 Cor-
}Mfmm

*

The U.5.5. BEERGALL (55-320), reports sinking on 13 December at §:40
Pefa, & heavy crulser off the coast of FRENCH-TNDOCHIHA.

or torpedo boats from MOROTAI, cooperating with aircraft, bombed
and shelltd.eney huts in NORTHREST HALMAHERA during the night of 10-11

Mstor torpedo boats from IETTE sank an enesy destroyer or destroyer
epscort off PALOMPON, "ESTERN LEYIE.

On 10 Decesber, cne of owr swmciliary freighters and the LCT-1079,
Mm TARAGUNA AREA by ensmy suicide planes,

=LL47=
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On 1y Degesber, carrler-borne aireraft from Task Force 38
struck airfields in CENTHAL LUZDN.

i Incomplete reports, covering the [irst thres of six scheduled
flights, state that 1i enemy planes were destroved in the wdr, 77 on
the ground and 37 were damaged by strafing.

HES TANTALUS, returning from a war patrol in the S0UTHNEST
FACIFIC, espozte-as—Tfollower
T Mew, - Sank a small emay fredphter of 2,000 tone
enat of STNGAPORE 3TRAIT.

11 Keov. = Destroyed by gunfirs cne motor ship of 200
tons, off the enst coast of MALAY FENINSULA.

Cnntiiniy ﬂzwa%gﬁl?é& |
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UTH AHD

Recormnissance planes, aparating on 13 December over the MINDORO AREA,
destroyed three amall freighters (300 to 700 tons), set on fire two others,
and probably sank a patrol vessel.

On 12 December, Corsairs bombed fnstallations at YAP and BARELTHUAF.

On 13 December, ROTA gun positions wers beabed by Corsairs,
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The following additional information has been received in comnection
with the damage sustained by the NASHVILLE:

The MIND(RO assault force was heavily attacked at 3:00 p.m., 13
December, by enesy aircraflt about 20 alles southeast of NEGH(S ISLAND.
A Japanese sulclide plane carryling a basb crashed into the port side of the
HASHVILIE. Fires started aboard the vessel but they were brought under
contrel and the cruiser, escorted by the destroyer STALY, was ordered
to return to LEYTE, Rear Adsiral Struble, the attack fie command:’ trans-
ferred fron the NASHVILLE to the destroyer DASHIELL,

At 56130 p.m.; 13 December, the destroyer HARADEN (DD-585) wes damaged
during an air attack about 32 mlles south southwest of NEGROS ISAND. The
detalls of this attack are unknown.

The CALDVILL (DD-650), previously reported badly desaged at the north
entrance of SURICAC STRAIT, sulfered 32 enlisted dead or missing, 8 officers
and 33 enlisted wounded, LSL-L42, a straggler froa the covey which the
CALDWELL was escorting, wms damaged by an anemy bomb amd beachsd on the
west coast of LEYTE, The extent of damage and personnel casualties are un—
known st this time.

The Liberty ship bombed and set on fire in LEYTE RULF on 11 December
and reported in the morning susmary of 12 Decesher, subsequently sank and
is now identified as the 55 WILLIAM LADD. LCT-1075 waa sunk during the
same attack.

PT-323 struck and damaged by a suicide plane on 11 Decesber, is now
considered a total losa,

The unidentified vessel sunk by PT-492, on the early morning of 12
Decenber, nortlmest of LEYTE, and reported in yesterdsay morming summary, is
now estimated as an AFD or DE.

A report from GHJ, SOUTHREST FACIFIC AREA, to the WAR DEFPARTMENT, in-
dicatea that fighter bombers attacked a convoy northwest of LEYTE on 11
Decesber, sank three freighter transports, two destroyers and demaged
ancther vessel. The next day, air attacks possibly sank one destroyer;
left another burning and set on fire a freighter transport.

The 12 Decenber attack is probably the same as that cmenticned in
yesterday morning's summary, which stated that Corsairs and Lightnings
attacked an enesy convoy nortiwest of LEYTE and sank one large deatroyer,
damaged one transport, cne freighter transport and one destroyer. The 11
Decesber attack was not previously reported.
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Q@ SCUTH A0 CENTRAL FACIFIC
At 3113 pom,, 13 Decanber, the light crulser HASHVILLE, operat-
ing in the uIy

UMD SEA, sustalned dasage when hit by mn anesy plane .

Further information is not availsble st this time,
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o
Mo—sboub—Grio—tvty, 12 Decezber, the C/LDVELL (DD-505) wos badly

damaged ot the north entrance teo SURLAGD STRAIT by a sulcide crash
G} when escort a re-supply echelon enrcute to SAN FEDRO HARBOR (north

af LEYTE GUTF). Tha vesasl returnsd unescorted to SAN FEDRO HARBOR.

The CALDVELL wns reported yesterday as sustaining negligible decape In

an aly atteck et—sbout—Ss0-pwm., 1l Decenber, when & sulcide plane

crashed 20 feet [rom her bow.

At 1125 8.3., 12 Decesber, FT-492 sank an enemy ship (type uni-
dentifisd) 10 miles west of LEYTE.

A frageentary report indieates that at about Lif0 p.m., 12 Decesber,
in a position L0 miles northwest of LEYTE, Corsairs and Lightninga
attacked an enssy convey composed of one transport (9 te 12,000 tons),
one freighter transport (2 to 4,000 tons), one large OO and cne smaller
00. The large destroyer was reported sunk and the other vessels damaged
and dead in the water.

On 11 December, & recommaissance plane over SANDAKAN EHARECGR, north
coast of BOENED, sank two luggers, bosbed and strafed the dock area.
Another reconnaissance plane attacked and destroyed a small freighter
(700 to 1300 tons) west of MINDCRO.

On 12 December, 20 Corsairs attacked installastions st JALUIT.
Light, meager and sccurate AL fire damaged one Corsalir,

13 Dauntless, on 12 Decesber, attacked JULOELAF. Accurste AA fire
da=aged one Dauntless.

Regraded Unclassified
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A about 5:00 p.gm., 11 Deceaber, s re-supply echelon bound for
ORMOC BAY was attacked by mbout 10 single-engined Japanese planes, approxi-
L mately 10 miles off the southern coast of LEYTE. The deatroyer RIID
& (DD-359) was struck by a suleide plane and sank in two minutes. 152
survivors, ircluding the captain and the executive of ficar, have been
recovered.

The CALDWEIL (DD-605), apparently in the same formation, sus=-
—— tolmed neglipible dmage shen o muicide plane crashed &0 [est from har
lbow,

@ The HUGHES +8e=hd®), on plcket duty in SURIAGD STRAIT, waa

struck arddships by a suleide crash dive and by a bozh. Her englne-

. reom and firercoms wera flooded and she was towed to an anchorage in

D 3K PEORO HARTOR (morth of LEYTE IF). 7 of her peraonnel were re-
ported killed, one mlssing and 15 injured.

AL SECUl et Peoesseny L of our PT boats Ln SURIAC
~—. STHAIT were attacked by 4 Zercs. Two of the sneay planes made sulclde
—— dives mnd PT =323 was struck by a crash dive. (me officer was idlled,
one officer is missing and 11 zen were wourkled. The other suiclide plane
erash=dived cloge to PT-528, but the boat ssceped damage.

@ Th—was—alss-papartas thot, a Liberty ship in the ISYTE GULF
- was struck by an enemy borh and set on fire. Further details are not
=" available at this tims,

On 11 December, reconnuissance planes dropped boshs on the ROTA
afrstrip, Mo AL fire was encountered.

On 11 Decembsr, reconnaissance planes shot down an enemy fighter,
strafed three small freighters and two barges in the SIBUYAN SEA.

T
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During 7 December, reconnaissance planes cperating from LEYTE sank
thres amall frelghters, set 7 on fire, and damaged two by strafing.

On 9 December, 20 Corsairs strafed enemy installations on BABELTHUAP,
and § Avengers and L Corsairs bombed the same area,

On 10 Degember, 2 of our light cruisers and a number of destroyers,
wore attacked by 8 enemy medium bombers at the antrance of ILEYTE GULF. One
enany plane was shot down by AL fire. Our ships sustained no damage.
V' The submarine SUNFISH reported ainking one transport and three freighters.
The submarine FLAICE probably sank two destroyers.

The submarine REDFISH scored two hits on a ecarrier of a task force
i previously attacked by the submarine SEA DEVIL.

The submarine HARDHEAD returned from patrol of the PHILIFFINE's AREA

and reported sinking one tanker, 9,200 tons and one escort veasel of 500
v tons. & 7,500 ton freighter mas damaged,
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On 9 Decesber, Marine fighters bombed enesy installations on ROTA
ISLAND.

On the same day, & B-29 unable to reach its EUFIHE target area,
dropped borba on PAGAN ISLAMD, and started a number of fires.

PLAI£
One of our subsarines, opersting west of KYUSHU, probably sank two

enamy destroyers on 8 December.

At 10:00 puz., 7 Decesber, the tanker GULF STIR rasmed the GILLIS
(AVD=12), in & position bearing 76 degress true and L0 miles distant fro=
MAXAPUN POINT, HAWAII. The extent of the damapge has not been sscertained,

1439~
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Cn 7 December, destroyers bombarded the western coast of OHMOC
BAY, LEYTE.

On the same day, & FBUM strafed and exploded a 5,000 ton
freightoer off the sowthern coast of MINIOROD, PHILIPFINE ISLANDS,

0n E Decamber, a reconnalsssnce plans set on fire and sank
two a=all freighters (70=150 tons) off the southwest coast of MINDORO,
PHILIPFINE ISLANDS.

The submarine BLACKFIN returned from patrol of the PHILIFPINE
waters after sinking a medium freighter (4,000 tons) ard demaging a
large tanker (10,000 tons).

= 1438 -
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On 8 December, BY B=29's of the Zlst Bomber Coumpsand at
SAIFAN radar-bosbed IWD JIMA through overcast. Hesults wers un-
obsarved, No AL nor enemy fighter opposition was encourtered,

Freceding this attack, the ares was swept by 28 Lightningsa,
Cf five alrborne enemy fighter planes, one wuar destroyed and one
damaged,

Later that day, IM0 JIMA was bombed by 102 Liberstors.
Hesults af this attack have not been recelved,

A ClnCPee communicue indicates that IND JIMA was bombard-

ed by surface units on & December. Heports of the bosbardment have
not been recelved.

=1437-
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The submarine SECUNDO sank a large freighter, one ammnition ship
and damaged & large transport. This transport was later sunk by the
submarine RAZORBACK.

On 5 December; one of our submarines scored three hits on an eneey
destroyer north of LUZON.

The submarine EESUGO returned from patrol west of PALATAN and reported
as fallows:

SANE PROBABLY SUNK
1 madium AD 5,000 tons 1 AK 7,500 tons

1 barge S‘DW tons
TOTAL - - 4,

'li" AP 23k (AT paepe BaRG
°  In? A&
D A PP

~14,36~
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On 7 Decenber, landing operations by units of the southwest Pacific
canuand were carried out in OIMOC BAY according to plan, Eneny oppoai-
tion ashore was light.

Preliminary reports indicate the follewing damages were sustained
by our surface units during many enamy sir attacks throughout the day,

The destroyer MAHAN (DD-34)) was badly dasaged.

The destroyer transport WARD (AFD-14) sustained serious damage and
was abandoned. The MAHAN and the TARD were subsequently sunk by ouwr pun-
fire after their persomnel were removed.

The destroyer transport LITTIE (AFD-50) was damaged by a suicide
erash, The LITTLE waa able to proceed under her own powsr.

Fires ware reported aboard the destroyers WALEE (DD-723) and O'ERIEN
(0D=725). Further details or extent of damages aboard these ships are
not available at this time.

LST-737 was slightly dasaged by a sulcide dive and bombing attaci.

The destroyer LAMSON (DD-357) was set on fire when hit near the bridge,
The fire was apparently brought under control and the vessel is under tow
for return to LEYTE.

The hespital ship HOFE (AH-7) was sttacked by enesy aircraft at T:00
Psls, & Docomber, southeast of LEYTE GULF. The vessel was {lluminated and
obsarving full hospital procedure. Ko damage was sustalned,

During the night of 5-& December, MTB's cperating in the CAMOTES SEA,
sank & enemy barges near PACIJAN ISAND. Three of these barges were loaded
with personnel oand the others with supplies.

Recomalissance planes cperating north and northwest of MINDANAO, dur-
ing 6 Decesber, strafed and set on fire two small freighters and one sub-
chager.

During the night of & Decesber, the following successes wore achisved
by our subsarines when they attacked and destroyed a heavy ship PHILIPPINE
bound enemy convoy north of LUZON.

The submarine TREFAND sank one large tanker, one largs transpert and
two large freightera.
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Between L:O0 a.m., and 5:40 a.m., 7 Decesber, about ten
enemy madius bosbors attacked SAIFAN, One B-29 was destroyed and
two more badly dasaged. e suffered ope killed, one sericusly
injured and & musber slizhtly injured.

5ix enemy plane wers shot down by AR fire,
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During the early morming of/5 December, enemy aireraft comtinually
units in SURIAGO STRAIT. The destroyer
od and had two men killed by & near=-
miss, Later, sustained additional damnge when an
enesy plane crash-dived into her Ne. 1 gun.

In addition to the 55 ANTODE SAUGHAINE being damaged In the 5
Decembar attack by enemy ASC against our convoy 70 miles northwest of
CAUTT SoRee— UTHDANAD, LS=20 was sunk and 157-23 extensively damaged.

}d{cﬁ & Decegbar, 18 Coraplre—bonbéed TOTHS,—etertIfy w-Lire gnd sogy-
plesion. =

-

T e e
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At about 12545 p.n.; 5 December one of owr convoys was attack-
od by three enemy torpedo bombers 70 miles northeast of CAUIT FOINT,
UINDARAD, The 53 ANTOINE SAUGRAINE was struck by two torpedoes and
subsecusntly sbandoned. Another vessel in the conwoy was hit, but its
type ia not known.

At shout 5120 p.m., Task Group 77.3, composed of 2 CL's and
3 Db's, was attacked by enesmy sircraft at the entrance to LEYTS GULF.
Two of the snemy planes were shot dewm by AA fire and two by our cosbat
air patrol. Cur ships sustained no damage.

it 5th0 p.m. 5 December, the DD MUOFORD (DD-389) was saicids
crashed by one of two attecking enemy planes. The vessel sustained
conaiderable damage, but was able to proceed under ner own power.
This attack ocourred in LEYTE GULF,

- 1532 =
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During the night of 28-29 November, & PT boat scored one torpedo
hit on an enesy freighter transport in ORMOC BAY.

On 3 December; a reconnalssance plane sank a small enemy freighter
(300=-T0C-tons), anchored in BALIKFAPAN, Another reconnaissance plane
sank a freighter (1500-2500-tons) in the saae area. A third reconnaiss-
ance plane strafed and damaged & gunboat 90 miles northeast of BALTEPARAM.

On 3 December, the U.5.5. HOPE (AH-T) was attacked by an enemy tor-
pedo plane about 125 miles sast of NORTHEAST MINDAMAQ. A torpedo passed
300 hundred yards astern and exploded at the end of its run. No damage
vas reported.

Strikes, i December:

Installations on PONAFE were bombed by 20 Corsalrs and % Dauntless.
AL fire was inmcaurate.

2 Corsairs attacked WOTJE, encountering mo AA fire,

On 3 December, the submarine SEARAVEN, opersting south of HATHAN
ISLAND, sank a large AP, one large AD and dasaged a large AQ.

The subsarine SEACAT sank a large tanker.

The submarine PIBEFISH dasapged a large freighter with one torpedo
hit.

The submarine BLUEGILL, operating west of LUZON, returned from patrol
and reported as follows:

S LAlLAGEED
1murruigh!.a' = 1500 tana Enﬂlfﬂiﬂﬂulh}rmﬂm
2 large AE = 7500 tons each 1000=tons.

1 small AP = LOOO tona
=1531~
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Additional strikes 2 Decenber:
Two search Liberators dropped bosbs an installations at I0 JIUA.

Corsairs strafed and exploded an ammunition dusp st BABSLTHUAP,
Intense AL fire was encountered. Onme plane failed to return due to

engine fallure,
ROTA gun positions were attacked by Marine Corsairs,

On 2 Decesber, & reconnalssance plans over BALIEPARAN was attacked
by 10 Japanese fighters and of these shot down three, probably another,
and damaged two. Cur plane was badly shot up, and two of its personnel
were alightly wounded.

=1430=
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4
During the nicht of 2=3 December, three of our destroyers, ln a sweep
of the CAIOTES SEA, engaged an eemy force of undetermined composition in the
vieinity of (RMOC TOUN, LEYTE. Two, possibly three, eneny ships, including ons
DE or AFD type, were taken under fire. One unidentified ship was believed sunk
ard another damased,

0D CENTRIL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

During thia enpagemsent, the destroyer COOFER was damaged by a large
undarwater sxplosion, probably caused by o torpedo or floating mire, The
stricken wessel was last seen broken in two with the bridge swash, the bow and
stern in the cir, No survivors were sighted.

Cur ships were under constant alr attzek by many types of aneay
planes, and reported shooting down six plenes, plus teo probables,

Cn 1 December, Marine Corsairs strafed PAGAN sirfield installstions,
bozhed the ROTA barracks ares and the BABSLTHUAP airstrip. One Corsair was
shot down by AA fire,

Armr Liberators, on 1 December, attacked the IGOJIMA airfield and

disparsal aren, Five unaggressive Jopmess fighter planes intercepted. Nine
Liberators ware danaged by accurate Ak fire,

- 1429 -
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At 1100 a.m,, 29 November, about eight eremy modius hosbers
attacked SAIPLN mnd TINIAN for two hours, Of these, one was destroy-
ed, one probably destroyed and one poasibly destrowed, Te sustainsd
no danage.

On 2 December, =lx Venturas bombed inatallstions on TAKE

ISLAD and scored hits on a gun esplacessnt and fuel tanl, WVaricus
caliber, but inaccurate, Al fire was encountersd.

The submarise SEA DEVIL, opsrsting in the MSSTSRN PACIFIC,
‘ reported ainking one large tanker and probably sinking snether on 2

Dacembar,

= 1428 =
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Between Il October and 27 Novmaber, the H1IST DIVISION kdlled
1,300 Jepanese, captured 142, snd eliminated the prineipsl enemy resi-
stance in caves on FEELTU, During the afore-mentiored pericd, we
suffered %2 Eilled, 622 wounded mmd § missing.

At 12:25 pe.m,, 30 November, cne Japanese medium borber attack-
od EDSS0L, PALAD OROUP. One bomb sliphtly dsmsped a floating dry dock

(ARD 17).

Army LEYTE-based planes probably sank one S, deaged ons AP
between LEYTE and CEEU st 11:00 a.m., 29 Novenher. Another AP was
reported beached and buming in OSMOD DAY,
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During the night of 29-30 November; 4 of our destroyers, in &
sweep of CAMOTES SEA, engaged a number of enemy barges with undster-
mined results off CABGAN ISLAND, weot coast of LEYTE ISLAMD, P.I.

In addition, they fired a number of salvos on possible shore-based
radar installations in SILAD BAY, west comst of LEYTE. Cur ships
were unsuccesafully attacked three times by single enemy boobers.

The submarine SPADEFISH, operating in BMPIRE waters; reported
sinking cne escort carrier, two freighters, one destroyer and damag-
ing one tanker.

The submarine SUNFISH reported sinking three freighters in the
EAST CHINA SEA,

The submarine FAMPANITO, operating in the SOUTH CHIMA SEA, sank
one freighter and damaged ancther on the night of 18 November,

Regraded Unclassified
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At 1:00 a.m., on 29 Novenber, SATPAN and TINIAN were attacked by
8 enemy bombers. Mo damage was reported. It i1a statoed ome eneny bonber
wmus destroyed, one probable and one possible,

Viith refcrence to the enesy fighter strike sade on ISLEY FIO D,
SiIFAN, shortly after midday 27 Hovesber, it is now stated that 11 Zercs
wore destroyed by AA flre and five by our fighters. There mar be sooe
further clarifientiom of those claims, Our losses consisted of 3 B-29ig
and 1 Thunderbolt. 3 B-29%a, 1 Thunderbolt and 1 Liberator were damaged,
Thres mean wore lilled,

The U.5.5, SCAERAADFISH (35-397), on o war patrel off the BIFTE
reports sinking en I-class ensmy mubsarine on 29 Novesber, at 1100 &,z
Apparently one priscner has been taken.

The U.5.5. ARGIER FISH (53-311), on & war patrol in waters off the
EFIRE reports sinking on 29 Hovember, n large enemy aireraft carrier
of the Hayataka clasa,

The U,3.3, SPADEFISH (55-411), on a war patrol in the CEHTHAL
FACIFIC reports ainking one destroysr and domapging a tanker. This is
in additien to the previously reported sinking of an escort carrier and
two freighters.

The U.Z,5, SUNFISH (33-281), on & war patrol in the CENTHAL FACIFIC,
reports ainking 3 freighters.

The U.5.5. FETO (55-265], on o war patrel in the CENTRAL FACIFIC,
has sunk thres frelghters, a tanker and damged ane freighter,

Regraded Unclassified
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Comunnder Task Oroup 77.2 reports that at dusk on 29 Novesber,
in LEYTE GULF, his surface ships were attacked by dive bosbors and
suigide crash divers. One suicide plane erashed betwesn the forward
turrets of the battleship MARYIARD, The darape created has intors
ferred with the training of her Neo. 1 turret and the second deck area
ia wrocked. 20 of her personnel are dead and over 30 injured,

The destroyers AULICE (DD-569) and the U.5.5, SAUFLEY (DD-L65)
wre also heavily attacked - apparently by dive bombers, The lstter
suffered ainor damage. A bomb struck bthe AULICE in the bridee ares and
her topside structure is seriously damaged. It is stated that she has
many cagunlties. It is reported that a minimum of 5 eneay planes wers
ahot down or erashed inte our ships.

On 28 Novesber, the airfisld st I'D JIUA was bombed by 21 Libera=-
tors causing fires and explosions. An unoggressive enesy fighter at-
tempted an interception. One Liberator was damaped by the enesy?s moderate
Al fire,

During the night of 28 November, fragmentation boshs wers dropped
by a Liberator on INC JINA.

The dispersal and storage arcas as alse the sir strip at YAP were
hit by 22 Marine Avengers and 21 Corsairs on 28 Hovember, 3 Coraairs.
were dosaged by the modarate to light A4 fire.

Helleats and other planes dropped incerdiaries and fragmentstion
boshs ower NORTHERN PALAUS on 27 liowecber,

EABELTHUAF on 28 Novesbor was strafed and bulldings were fired Ly
Corsairs, An underground shelter mas burned out. The intense but light
Ak fire damaged one Corsair,

The following strikes were made for 26 Novesber:

A Mitehell bomber during the night fired rockets inte
CEAMRA TOWR, HAHA JIMA ISLAND, BONINS OROUF.

The qun positions on ROTA were attacked by Avengers and
Corsaira.

The airfield area on FAGUN was blasted by 19 Corsairs. A
Thunderbolt strafed the same ares and set on fire a plane in a
hangar,
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The U.5.5. POMFHET (55-391) reports sinking in the CENTRAI PACIFIC,
two destroyers of & five-ship hunter killer group. One destroyer dis-
integrated in a 2500=-foot colusn of flame,

The U.5.5. ATULE (55-403) on & war patrol in the CENTUAL PACIFIC
kas gunk two large transports, two destroyers and one freighter.

Regraded Unclassified
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A further report by Coomandsr Fesk—irewp-—TTii covering the
attack by ensmy suicide planes on his force in LEYTE QULF on 27 Novembar
indicates that two planes crash-dived closs to mnd snother hit the lipght
cruiser UONTPELIER. The battleship LARYLAND dodged an enemy aerlal
torpeds but shot down the plane dropping it.

The MONTPELIER suffersd no serious structural dasage, but twa
of her men are seriously injured.

It was orlginally stated that an sstinated foree of 15 - 25
suieide plansa had attacked this group of surface vesssls, In & late
despatch, it is reported that seven eneny ploanes crash-dived on or rear
the CCLORADO, 3T, LOUIS and MONTPELIZR, oand that approximately 12 planes
wore shot down by surface ships' AA Firs and one was destroysd in the
alr by the group's combat slr patrol.

= YR -
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Kovember. However, the constructlon on FELELIU was bock to normal
the bomber rurvay is reported completed. The

R was atil]l &t less than the normal rate

en 12 Hovesber, nnd
rosaing satisfactorily on L Hovesber,

pate of progress on
on 13 Hovember, but p
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The following additional air strikes were made for 26 November:

The enemy's sarth covered shelters on MALOELAF were hit by 1B
Marine Corsairs. One Corsair received minor damsge from the anemyls
light to meaper, but accurate AA fire.

On MILLE, AA positions were bombed by 18 Marine Dauntless dive
bombars. The ad fire wms light to ssager, but inaccurste.

WOTJE wam attacked by Marine Corsairs and Venturas. There woa
no AL fire.

JALUIT was struck by 18 larine Corsalrs. The AL fire was mesger
but lnaccurate.

Shortly after =idday on 27 Noweaber, 15 enemy fichters nade a
surprise low-level strafing attack on ISIEY FIED, SATFAN. One Zero
fighter in & suicide crash dive destroyed 3 B-29's. in unlmown nusber
of B=29'g are damaged. One Army Thunderbolt was shot down by cur omn
Ak fire. One man was reported killed. Our AL fire destroyed about 7
of the enegy fightera while six of them were shot down by our own
fighters. This includes two Zeros which were chased up to FAGAN ISLAND
and knoclked out Lheare.

On 27 November, destroyura of DESRON 22 made a foray inte CAMOTES
SEA and shelled CRIOC on the western alde of LEYTE ISLARD. It is also
stated that they sank an enemy submarine,

MOROTAT waa hit on 26 lNovesber by enasy baunbing planes and sever—
gl Havy pearch planss were destroyed or damaged.

During the night of 2-25 Hovember, the UTB-363 wme destroyed
by eneny gunfire off UITI ISIAND. A1l of her personnel except one were
rescusd by LTB-362. The UTB-363 had 13 of her crew wounded.

The H.N.M.5. 019, operating under our control, reports sinking
sn eneny coaster by gunfire on 16 November in the vicinity of LOVBOK
STRALT.

On PEIELIU, during the peried § November through 1i Nowesber, the
Japs gontinued their afforts to penetrete our lires at night despite con-
stant losses to them., Enemy pockets of resistance were further compressed
and additional caves have been cleaned out or sealed with approximately
40 resaining in snemy hands, e hawve sade slipht advances from the south
arvl west, Our construction progress has been slowed by the storm of 7-§

1420~
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Cosmander Task Group 77.2 reports that on 27 Newamber, at
11:00 a.m., his group was hit, whils conducting fueling operations in
the IEYTE AHEA, by an estimated force of 15 to 25 enemy suicide planes,

The battleship COLOAADD and light orulser 3T. LOUTS wers
crash=dived, A praliminary report indicates the COLORADD lost cne
five-inch director, two five-inch guna, a forty quad, She has 19 dead
and 26 wounded.

Two planes hit the 5T, LOUIS, destroying her catapults and
planes and putting cut of commisaion her hangar space. One of her
gix=inch turrets aft has been damaged, as was structural damage aft,

Her magarines were partially flooded by sprinkling. Ferscnnel casualtlies
are 10 killed snd 25 wounded. It is stated that 11 = 15 plenes alther

PE u@-ﬂim or wers shot down by Task Group 77.2.

: itional information covering the attack by enemy air on
25 November against carrisrs from Tank Oroup 38,2 indloates thet the
INDEFENDENCE (CV1~22) had her radar and top-sids radie phone apparatus
mnd visual signalling set-up put out of commisslon..<In addition to the
previously reported damage suffered by the CTABOT #), she has the
following personnel casusltiesr 5 dead, 3£ wounded, of which 16 ore
ssricusly wounded., Personnel casuslties on the ESSEX (OV-9) are 1L
dead and missing, 39 wounded, including 5 seriously. The HANCOCK
{ov=19) reports that three of her perscnnel received minor injuries,

=1l1%=

Regraded Unclassified




CoM i NCH FILE

UMITED STATES FLEET
o MAVY DEPARTMENT
WARBHIMNGTOM 3, D, O,

RET 9 a.m. 27 Hovember 194L4.
& SOUTH A FACIFIC (Copt'd

The U.5.5. BEEAN (55-243) returning fros & war patrol In the waters
\ of the PHILIPFIMES reports:

| 23 Qotober = Damaged the crulser AUBA.
30 Qcteober = Damaped a larpe transport.

L Koverber - Dnsaged a large transpert which ship 11 minutea later
wns sunk by the U.5.5. GUITARD (35-363).

& Hovenbor - Damaged a heavy crulser.

The UTB-363 on 25 Nowvembor was destroyed by enesy ghore fire off CARE
GURANGD, HALMAHERA ISLAND. One of her personnel died ms & result of wounds
received in action and one other is missing.

Shortly after mldnight on 27 Novenber, ISLEY FIELD, SAIPAN, wns
| sttacked by two or more low-level flying ensmy bombers. Thelr gtrafing and
| bombing destroyed cne B-29, damaging two seriously and Inflicting alight
| damope on § others. Three trucks and two Quonset huts were burned, The
| enemy escaped after achiewing & tactical l"-'l!'L-‘I‘_i_!'_'l

Regraded Unclassified
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Hight flying Helleats started fires in northern PALAU bases,.

Headousrters and storage areas at LTZURD VILLAGE were set on fire
by Corsnirs during & night reid.

The following strikes were made on 26 Hovember:
Hrect hits were scered on the radio station on ROTA by 16 Corsairs.

Four pocketing Marine Mitchells struck st harbor instellations in
CHICHT JIMA and sniped shipping anchored in FUTAMI KO,

The U.5.5. CAVALLA (35-20%) on a war patrel in the SOUTH CIHIMA SEA
reports that in the early morning of 25 Novenber, she made a surface /
attack on & large heavy enemy cruiser which was treveling with & light
cruiser, 3She blew up the heavy crulser believed to be one of the NACHI

[ clasa,
The U.5.3, HARDHEAD (35-365) om o war patrol in the Pacific, dassged
i a large AK on 25 November, e
The U.5.5. HAE (33-256) on & war patrel in the Pacific reports that
’ she damaged an enemy light crulser of the Natori class on 19 Novesber,
The U.5.5. FICUDA (35-382) on a war patral off the EMFIRE maters, re-
) ports as follows: 'l-f
) 17 Hovember - sank one large freighter, damaged one tanker.
22 Novenber = sank a lerge tanker, damaped one tanker and one
frefghter.
The U.3.5, QEENFISH (55-393) in & war patrol off the EMFIRE reportas
{ as follows:

B Noverber - sank one mﬁmﬂﬁ.giﬁur,dlﬂgtdmmiamur,mv
4 large tanker and a sedium tranapori.

| 11 Movember - damaged a freighter,
The QUEDIFISH states that the carrier she previcusly reported sunk

1 wia loaded with planes, Mo survivors were plcked up fres the sinking
| ship.

=Li17=
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CUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.}

A revised estimate of results for the strile conducted against
CENTRAL LUZE! on 25 Hoveober by planss of Task Oroups J6.2 and 38.3,

indicates;
BNRO SURFACE SHIFS
K Believed nk Danared
1 Ch (Kumanc)* 2 freighters (med.) 3 cargo ships
100 3 landing eraft 1 efler (emall)
2 DD 2 oD
- 3 landing ship, med.) 7 (previcusly damaped,
108 hit again, AK)
1l AK 9 lugpers
1 small AK
1 AC (e=nll)
L 3C
2 lugrers
I7
BELY PLANES
SHOT DO OVER
DESTROVED IN AIR BY CAP Ad DESTROYED Ol GROLND THRIET
| 13 29 25
PROBARLY DAMAGE ! GROU
32

u (MBAT LOSSES
OVER TARGET
5 planes
The follewing air strikes were made for 25 Hovember:

7 krey Liberstors struck the BONINS, scoring a direct hit on the
radio steticon st CHIGII JIMA.

The airfisld installations at N0 JIUA were hit by a nipht patral
Liberator.

The TAP air strips were bosbed by Corsairs and Avengers.
Strafing Corsairs fired an assunition dump and hit L large transfor-

mers, & warohouse, a lusber mill, and a cocoanut oil factory at REEL-
THUAP, PALAU ISLAND.
=1i16=
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A preliminary report has been received on the strike agalnst CENTHAL
LUZM by plenes of Task Grougs 38.2; 38.3. Reports to—date indicate 29
eneny planss destroyed in the alr, B knocked deown by AL} destroyed on the
ground, 35. A Fusano class heavy cruiser wns torpedoed and sunk. Also
sunk were 1 DD, 9 AK, 1 small AQ and 2 luggers. At Harindugue, & old de-
stroyers probablyoqerating as trensports were sunk. L AK and 1 AC were
damaged. Southeast of NICOLS FIELD, T tank caras wore strafed and burned.
A 50 truck convey South of UANTLA was strafed.

At about noon of tha Z2%th an enemy air attack developed against our
carriers,

Their strike was pushed with determination, bresching our fighter de-
fense, The INTHEFID (CV=-11) received considerable damage from 2 suicide
planes which crashed aboard with bombs. The ship reports at least 54 dead,
35 sarlously and 15 slightly injured, posaibly 15 are misaing. One plans
struck the ESSEX {OV-9) csusing slight damage. The CABOT (CVL-28) had a
muiokly controlled fire wideh caused conmsiderable damage by a sulcide plane
wiich bounced off the ship. A second plane crashed close aboard, The
HANCOCK (CV=15) was hit by burning fraguents of a plane shot down over the
ship, resulting in no loss in battle efficiency.

No report has been mads of our plane losses. Above report of enamy
lossea presumably includes those shot down ower the TF formation.

115~
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On 24 Movenber, LEYTE based fighters dive bosked and strafed an
enesy convoy off MASHATE ISLAMD, F.I. Two transports were reported sunk
ard one destroyer sscort and o third transport was lalft burning and
beached.

On 25 Novembor, planea of the Tth Fleet attacked and sank two
destroyers in BALANACAH BAY, MARTNDUTUE ISLAND.

Byring the night of 24-25 Neverber, reconnaissance planes operatlng
over the UTNDORD AREL, domaged & s=all freighter in VEADE ISLAND PASSAGE.
Another small frelighter was dacaped by reconnelssance planes off the
north coast of PANAY.

During an edesy air attack on 25 lovesber, about 80 zlles East of
LUZOH, approxizacely 30 men from the alreraft carrisr CABOT (CV-16) were
@ blewn overbosrd. A search of the ares made by a destroyer was reported
as negative, Fyrther details are not avallable at thils tice.

On 25 Novesber, L Marine Mitchells attacked enesy shipping and
installstions at CHICHI and HAMA JIUL with undetermined results,

The subsarine GUITARD returned from patrol of the western PHILLIFINES:

f 1 ax 8200 tons Credit § CA (Mopami Class
1 AE 7500 tons 7,00 t.mng
1 AK 500 tona

Credit for & AF 2500 tons

=Li1lh=
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| On 22 November, sbout § anemy planen raided our installations
| At MOAOTAL asd Anflisted the following dazage:

|| Destroyed  Damaged

| J Uitchells 15 Witehells
“:1 & Liberators 8 Liberators
'| 1 Ventura 2 Tenturas
T Havocs & Havocs

Runways and taodways on PITCE sirstrip were cratered. e
‘.. suffered thrae killed and alght wounded,

Durlng the night of 22-23 November; a PEY sanx a DE off BALABAC
ISLAND, FHILIFFINSS, and a night flying Cataline shot down one ensmy plane.

During 23 Novesher, snemy planes attasked our shipping in LEYTE.
In cne attack o bomb struck and soriously desaged PC=1134 and ICT-976,
both slongside of & water tanker. A total of six were reported killed and
forty-six wounded. Throughout the day, our fighter patrols shot down up-
wards of four sneny planes,

On 24 November, c reconnalspance plane probably sank & mall
oiler (JO0-TCC tons) off the wast comst of FALAVAN and shot down an escort-
ing enemy float plane.

On the seme day, three Venturas destroyed with rockets and bomba
8 transport freighter (5500 and 7500 tons) grovnded on TALAUD TSLAND, PT's
sank two luggers and one sea truck off CRACC,

Motor torpedo boats hawe besn relieved of patrol duty in the

¢ | MORTHsRN SOLOMONS AREA on 24 November. Ths patrols are being continued
: by ICI end PG punboats,

= 1413 =
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The barracks area and power plants on AKE was attacked by &6 NHawy
Venturas. A large explosion north of the power plant was obaerved.
the SuBS
| The submarine BANG returning [rom patrol reported sinking four
¥ Marus and damaging one,

The submarine CODREESH sank two Marus plus two saompans by gunfire.

<1412
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J,-" On 21 Novesber, 3 twin-engine ememy bombers unsuccessfully sttacked
v CARDIV 29 (4 CVE). Our ships sustained no damage. Cne of the enemy
planes was shot down. L& 7] o TP, PR

During the night of 19 and 20 Hovember, FT's sank three mare enesay
targes in CIMOC BAY, making o total of 7.

On 22 Noverbsr, a reconnaissance plane set on fire a saall enemy
conster south of LUZDN, Ancther reconmaissance plane attacked and probe
ably sank an eacort wessel on the west coast of HALAHAC ISLAND, PHILIFFTNES.

Strikes 22 November:

FOMAPE installstions were hit by 23 Corsairs. Yedium, moderate buk
{naccurate AL fire waa encountered,

9 Corsairs struck WALOELAP. Light, meager and accurate AL flre caused
minor damage to one Corsair.

L1 Corsairs struck JALUIT. Accurate AA fire slightly damaged ons
Corpalr.

UILIE gun positions were hit by 20 Corsaira. AA filve encountered
was meaper and inaccurate.

12 Corsaira attacked the airfield area at YAP through moderate and
pocurate A4 fire. COne plane falled to retum.

158 Hellests struck at northern PALAU bases with reported good results.
YAP and ARAKABESAN were bombed by 17 Liberators with uncbeerved results.
PAGAN rumwny was bombed by 2 PeL7'a.

Strikes Z3 Novesber:

Marine Corsaira attacking Srgets in the northern PALAUS destreyed many
barges ond dwellings.

Corsairs pounded TAF air strip with unreported results.

Shipping and installatiens at CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JIUA were sttacked
by 17 Liberatora.

21 Corsalrs struck WOTJE enesuntering no AA fire.

=Li11=-
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On 22 November, planes of Task Oroup 32.4 rocheted and eurlbed
installations on YAF ISLAND. & nusber of fires were cbeerved.

Hesconnaissance planes over LUZ(N destroyed a small stack alt RE
on 21 November.

~1410-
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The following corrected report has besn received in copnection with
the LUZDE strilkes on 19 November by Task Force 38:

A total of 28 eneny planes were ahot down. 110 were destroyed on
the ground. In addition; 1 coastal AK, 1 lupger end 1 small craft wore
sunk, & AK'as, 3 A0, 1 PC and 5 luggers were damaped or left burning.

Considerable damnpe was wrought upon shore and airfield installs—
tions.

On 19 Hovember, the destroyer escorta COMELIM (DE-439) and MeQUY
RENOLDS (DE-LLD), probebly sank a Jupanese subsarine near Dest entrance
KCES0L, PALAU area,

It has now been reported that the MAPIA ISLANDS have been completely
ocoupled, During this operation 17 men were killad.

Dyring the night of 19 and 20 Hovember, FT's sank four personnel-laden
barges south of CEMOC CITY, LEYTE,

The submarine SEALION reported that she scored three hits on o battle-
ship and one hit on ancthor battleship. Then the SEALION saneuvered to
execute a sscond attack on the first BB, the target blew up. The rodsy
plp disappeared as the target sank. This 18 an seplification of the re=
port conteined in the morning summery of 21 Hovember.

The subsarine GURNARD returned from patral of the BOFNEC JAREA after
ainiding one large tanker (10,000 tons) and damaging ancther of the same
tomage.

The submarine POWFRET reported dasaging two medium Marus, Purther
detafils are not available.
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At 5:38 a.m.; 20 November, the destroyer CASE res=ed and sank a
midget enemy submarine at the sntrance channsl to ULITHI.

On 19 Yovember, eneay planes raided LEYTE sipght times, The trans-
port ALPINE (APA2) was damaged. A motor vesssl was hit by a sulcide dive
and damaged, ICI was sunk. Five of tho eneay planes were shot down.

During 19 November, FT's sank & barge and destroyed a medium enesy
bomber in the viecinity of LEYTE., Other PT's destroyed a bargs in RABAML BAY,

Bombers operatlng over HHUNET DAY on 19 November, reported scop-
ing Four hits and probably sinking a light eruiser.

The fellowing additional strikes for 19 Hovesber have been reported:

Liberators and Mitchwlls attacked snemy shipping in the BONINS and
ponsibly damaged & destrojyer.

Liberatora; Corsairs, Helleats and one Catalina attacked enemy in=
stellations in the PALAUS, A number of fires were started.

YAF alrstrip was boshed by Larins Corsaire.

At 3100 a.m., Z1 November, the sibmarine SEALION attacked what was
possibly an enemy task force composed of 2 BB, 2 CA and 3 DD, forty miles
north of FUETEAED, FORMOSA. Thres hits were scored on & battleship, followed
by explosions and fires.

The gpubmarins RONJUIL ard HRRFISH sank by cosbined gunfire an
\)mn:r patrol vessel. The locality of the attack has not been established.

Regraded Unclassified
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An incomplete report indicates that THIRD Fleet carrisr planes
struck LN on 19 November, Vedium opposition over the targetl area was
encountered, and tean snemy planes were shot down, About 100 grounded JAP
plares were destroyed. Two large enesy AK's and one large AD in MANILA
HARBE: wers sat on fire.

Approxiantely twenty enemy planes attempted to attack ouwr
surface units, The attock was broken up without dmage to our ships,
and edght of the JAP planes wore shol down,

The 133 MISSTISINEWA (AD-59) was sunk by a sabmarine torpedo
on 20 Movember in ULITHI, opposite MUGAT CHAIMEL entrance. A larpe
nusher of mrvivors wers reperted, The number of casualties is pot
known at this tise,

During the night of 15-14 lovesber, motor torpede boats sank
& Japanese FT in HABAUL BRY, N=U BRITAIN.

1S 5TOIC, operating under ouwr contrel, retumed from patrol
of the TOUTH JAVA SEA Area, after alnking 900 tons of small and
miscell onecus enemy shipping and damaging one &,0C0-ton frelghter.

- 1407 =
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MVarine Avengers and Corsairs struck ROTA Inatallations.
13 Corsairs attacked TWOTUE installations. Ko AA fire was encoun-
tared.

1% Corsaira hit JALUIT, encountering light and sedium AL [ire.

The submarine BARE returning from patrol reported as followst

SANE FROBAELY SUMK DAMAGED

1 large AF 1 mediua AK 1 large CV
1 large AK 1 large AK
2 modium AE

1 amall AK

3 schooners (by gunfire)

It was alse reported that the submarine CREENFISH scored two hits
on an aacort carrisr on 15 November.

The subzarine SPADEFISH operating in the EAST CHINA 5EA, sank an
OTAKA olass escort carrier on 17 Novesber, scored four more hits in the
rezainder of the conwoy, and on 13 Novesber, sank three large AE3.

H,1,5, STOMM, operating under our control returned from patrol and
roported destroying, by gunfire, 11 miscellanecus craft totalling LO0-tons.

Regraded Unclassified
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In a three day drive, ending on 17 Hovember, 9,000 troops of the |.
2nd Marine Division lilled 248 and captured L7 Jaranese on SATPAN
ISLAND. Ve sulfered 9 men killed, L0 wounded.

On 17 Hovesber, 39 Liberators attacking HERUNEI BAY, northwest
BORNED, claimed five hits on an enemy battleship and four on a heavy
crulser. Fires started on both wessels, One of five enemy intercep—
tors wes probobly destroyed. Intense A4 fire shot down three Libera-
tars.

During the morning of 17 Hovember, one of our planes attacked two
small freighters and set one on fire in ORMOC BAY, LEYTE.

During 17 Novesber, reconnaissance Venturas operating west of CEBU,
reported atrafing and possibly sinking a musll Maru (300-700-tons), and
damaging an AK (1,500-2,500-tons),.

Lotar torpeds boats operating in the widnity of ORMOC BAY, during
the night of 17 Hovember, sank two Japanese FTis, one lugger and upwards
of 9 barges. During the same period, a Navy search plane destroyed a
gesoline loaded lugger and damaged two Jap PT'a,

Strikes 17 Hovember:

Targeta in the BONINS and enemy shipping in the area wers attacked
by 16 Liberators with uncbserved results.

Corsairs and Hellecats swept over the Northern PALAUS and set on Cire
fuel dumps and warehouses.

Merine aireraft attacked air strips at YAP,
BOTA pun positions were attacked by Corsairs.
Strikes 18 Hovembar:

Two Army Liberators attacked enemy shipping in the BONIN ISLANDS with
uncbaserved resulta.

Enemy shipping at CHICHI JIMA was attacked by 9 Liberators with un-
observed results,

10 Army Libarators attacked two swll freighters and a sedium freighter
st HAHA JTUA. One small freighter was sunk and the other was set on fire.

~1405-
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A reconnalssance Liberator attacked a four-ship comvoy southwest
of HAHA JIMA with uncbserved resultas.

Karine Corsairs attaocksd tarpete in the northern FALAUS and ROTA
ISLAND.

kvangers bombed YAP,

Halleats bombed BABFLTHUAF.

Cn 17 Rovember, a Uitchell bomber attacked thres cargo vessals and
& poasibles crulser east of CHICHI JIMA, Three hits were scored on on of the
cargoe vessals,

The submarine RONQUIL sustained demage after a surfate gun engage—

mant, The vessel has two holes in har pressure hole but can atill dive in an
SOATEENCY

=140 =
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The following report of Task Force 38 strikes against CEIITHAL LUZOM
on 13 and 1, ¥ovember has been recelved:

Spemy Tlanes

Dastroyed on
Shot Down G 1] d
L5 (34 over targeta) g 75 iﬂruf-d but not burned)
Surface Units
EEESEE———
funs D
CL (Suma clasa) Large number AK & AQ,
L DD scme possibly sunk,
3 D Several msmall craft &
9 K barges
1 lugger
2 barges

In addition, an ammunition train, oil cara and oll tanks were destroyed,
Harehouses and docks in the MANILA ARSA were heavily hit,

Wie lost 34 planes, including at least X0, by AL fire, Elsven
were considered operaticonal losses.

At T155 a.m.; 17 November, our aircraft attacked and set an fire
2 ene=y cargo vessels moving into ORMOC BAY,

: During the night of 15-156 Hovember, & night flying Mariner report-
ed probably sinking 2 schooners and damapging three more south of the CELZHES,

Strikes 15 November:
15 Liberators bosbed enesy shipping at HAHA JIMA without results,
A reconnalssonce Liberstor bombed ITODJTMA,

The northern PALAU GROUP was attacked by Corsairs, Hellcats and
Liberators, A musber of barges were destroyed, vehlcles amd smmunition
dumpa set on [ire.

Larine fighters eratersd YAP alrstrip.

Strikes 16 Hovembar:

Enemy shipping at HAHA and CHICHI JIMA was attacked by Liberstors.
One hit was scored on & tanker,

~140%-
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By 5100 p.m., 15 NHovember, all of our troops and stores were
landad on FEGIN ISIAND, MAPIA GROUP, It is stated that 15 Japaness
comnitted sulcide and about 200 of the enemy shifted over to HEHRAS
IZAND, where they were brought under bosbardsent by air and sur-
face on 16 Hovesber, Our casunlties in the landing to-date, are 2
Army personnel. Thres LCI'a were strafed during the landings.

Durdng the might of W-15 Hovesber, motor torpedo boats from
MOROTAT destroyed two barges east of that place. Three more enemy
barges were destroyed off lNerthern LEYTE by motor torpedo boats opera-
ting from our bases in LEYTE.

Details on the bonbing of the U.3.5, COUFORT (AH-6) indieste that
at 2:00 a.n., 24 Octobar, sha wes steaming at alow speed about 250
miles southeast of LEYTE ISTAND when she was straddled by three bomba,
two of which were fairly close aboard. OCme of her lookouts on watch
saw the plans but was unsble to identify it. The COFIRT, at the time
of the attack was fully illuminated in accordance with the provisions
of the Ceneva Convention. The ship, on being atbtacked, was immedistely
darkened and amaneuvered radically until the danger of attack was con~
sildered past. The COMFOART did not sustain any damage. An investigation
does not reveal that the attack on her was made Ly friendly planes.

=1L08=
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& pems 16 Novembar 1944,
& AND CENTRAL PACIF

a
An amplifying report, covering Task Force 38.3 (Rear Adniral Sherman)
carrier-based air attack on snemy shipping, 13 Rovember, in UANILA BAY and
contiguous territory, indicates its plans combat losses were 12 by flak and
5 uninown, for o total of 17 instead of 6 planes as originally reported,
Photographs or definlte sightings now confirm that the following enexy ships
were destroyed in that strikes one light cruiser, four destroyers, 11 large to
medius size freighters and oll tankers. Originally it was reported that 2
destroyers exploded, 11 large to sedius AK's and A0's were sunk or burning
beyond control and & light cruiser was badly dasared,

<Lyl
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The following additional strikms were reported for 14 Movesber:

Several barges and ssall craft wore sunk by strafing Marine
Corsadrs in the Northerm PALAUS and in the vieinity of ¥YAP.

The air strip at YAF was attacied by Corsairs.

The radic and dock areas st ARAKABESAN ISLAND, PALAU CROUP,
were hit by Liberators.

Enemy bases at FALAD were struck by Helleats during the nlght.

Fragmentation clusters were dropped en the airfield ares at
TWOLEAT by 3 Liberators.

A snsll ensmy freighter northesst of INMD JIMA probably received
direct hits with bombs dropped by a patrolling Liberator.

On 2, October, at 6:40 pum., the U.5.3. ASHTABULA (AD-51), was hit
&n encny aerial torpedo in LEXTE GULF. Considerable damage wes done
no fire broke cut and there were no personnel casualties, The ship
sble to steam amay to an advanced base,

by
but
wAS

The U.5.5. ROCK (35-274) damaged a large and heavy-laden oil tanker
in PALATAN PASZAGE on the morning of 26 Octcber,

On 16 Hovesber, at 4:30 a.m., the U,5.5. SCABBARDFISH (35-397), sank
& mall escorted enemy freighter off the BONIN ISLANDS group.

The U.5.5. TAMBOR (55-198), an 15 Novesber, at 7:00 a.m., sank an
enemy patral vessel by gunfire, 10 miles off the TORI SHIMA ISLANDS, east
of PARMUSHIRD., Twe prisoners were captured.

(n 15 Mewenber, at 6:30 a.m., & landing was made on the southern tip
of FEGUN ISLAND, MAPIA OROUF, off the coast of NEV GUINEA, by & naval land-
ing force under command of Aear Admiral Barbey. No eneny opposition was
encountered.

Regraded Unclassified
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it 11 p.z=. on 1k Novesber, the U.5.5, HALTBUT (35-233) was
saversly depth-charged 12 mdles north of YT'AT ISLAND, northermmost
island of the PHILIFFING ISLUD Group,

In spite of the fact that she has recelved heavy materiel
damage, she can atill diwve, 5he is proceeding to SAIPAN in company
with the U.5.5. PINTADD (58-387) ot 15 knots.
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The following strikes were reported for 1L Hovembaer:

A Marine Hitchell scored two rocket hits on an enemy submarine
near HAHA JIMA and it is belisved the submarine was sunk. The same
Flane also bombed IND JDIA,

The sirflelds and installstions at WOLEAI were bombed by 22
Liberators. No ensmy aireraft were present and the air strip does
not appear to ba in operation.

The town area at ROTA was struck by Avengers and Corsairs.

On FAGAN ISLAND, the building area was attacked by Thunderbolts.

On 12 Novesber, Jap sulcide atteck planes dasaped in LEYTE GULF seven
merchant ships and two oruisersy plus an undeterminate nusber of landing
eraft. 1 =

It sppears that on 28 October, the U.5.5. SN0 (awciliary ccean tug
ATO=1Z) wns sunk ss a result of enemy action in SAN PEDRD BAY, LEYTE, P.I.
She Lis besched in 18-foot of water,

~1398~
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Carrier based planes from Task Force 38 on i Novesber, made a
repeat otrike on enemy targets in CENTRAL and SOUTHERN LUZON. At the
moment of writing, the complote results of their last strike in this
territory have not been reported. It is stated that buildings and
mrehouses in the MANILA dock ares have been damaged extensively and
when last seen this sector was ablase. At CAVITE IAVY YARD, its fac-
ilities, an oll tenk and seaplane hangars were hit with many bomba.
Enagy aircraft was destroyed on the ground at LIFA, HASUGEU, BATANOAS,
and CLARK FIELDS, Flanes at NICHOLS and NIEISFY fislds were strafed,

An incomplete report indicates the following damape was done:

EHEMY E3 DESTROTED
N AR GROUND OVER SIRFACE FORCE
20 30 2

EIENY SHIP CASUALTIES

SUmE FOSSIRLY SUNK DAAGED
1ax 1 ammun, ship 2 A (left on fire)
L escort craft (strafed - stern of
1 blown eff)
15 AK
1 AD
1 AP

The following additional air strikes en 13 Novesbor were reported by
aireraft under CINCFAC:

In Northern PALAU, Liberators, Corsairs and Hellcats destroyed
enemy wehicles and warehouses.

The YAF air strip and the phosphate plant at ROTA were bombed by
¥arine Corsairs,

off GHICHI JIMA, Liberators scored near-misses on an enamy freighter.
A reconnaissance Liberator bosbed I'C JIMA.

<1397=
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RET & p.m. 14 Novembar 1744,

& SCUTH AD CENTRAL FACIFIC

The U,5.5. HERGALL (55-320), returning froc her first war patrol
in the S50UTH CHINA SEAS, reports na follows:

Lecaged Sung
30 Oet, 1 AK 100 tons § Oot. 1 A mwy
13 * 14K 4,000
27 " 1A {[Kyokuyo el.) 16,800 *
MTAL 50 =
=135
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On 13 Novembar, carrier based planes of Task Force 38 attacked
enesy shipping in MANITA BAY, Two destroyers exyloded, eleven large
to medium AK and AQD were sunk or burning boyond cemtrol, A light
eruiser mms badly damaged,

About 20 enemy planes wore airborne in the target area and of
these 18 were shot down, and an additional 10 were destroyed in the
wleinity of our task force.

lumercus hits were scored and large fires started at MANTLA docks
&nd CAVITE MAVY YARD. Approcisstely 140 grounded planes at LANILA,
CLARE and LEGASPT fields were strafed.

Ve lost six planes dus to enemy AL fire. Our surface units sus—
tained no damage,
H.M.8, TANTIVI (submarine), operating inder our contrcl, returned

from patrol of the H.E.I., after sinking a total of 2,800 tons of min-
cellanecus craft and damaging one BOO-ton vessel.

The submarine AHGLIR returned [rom patrel of the SOUTH CHINA SEA
after sinking one medium freighter of L,000 tons.

The submarine DACE returned from patrol of waters to the northwest
of BORNED and reported as follows:

by

140 10,000 tons
1 AK 75500 tons
1 ck

258 tons
TUTAL 3 tons

A 10332 a.m., 13 Hovember, a comvoy sscort attacked a Japanese sub-
carine 1,100 miles west southwest of 103 AGELES, TALIFORNIA, During a two-
hour attack, explosions were heard, and, subsequently, the submarine surfaced
upside down and then sank, Additional sinding evidence in the form of
Japanese articles was picked up.

=139
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Cont'd.)}
hrmgy Liberators heavlly bombed both alrflields at IWD JIVA and
started a nusber of large fires in the dispersal areas. Of six air-
borne enesyr fighters; one was damaged, AA fire damapged 8 of our
bombers.

YAP air installations were bozbed by & mumber of our planes (type
unidentified).

Strikes, 12 November:

The airfisld areas at IWD JIUA were bombed by 29 Liberators. Our
baebers were Intercepted by 3 unaggressive [ightera. AL fire was oeager,
moderate and Ilnaccurate.

The PAGAN runway and storage areas were strafed by Army Thunderbolts.

Marine Corsairs strafed ROTA TOWE and runways.

The submarine OIELL reported sinking a Chidori class destroyer
west of LUZOW,

Regraded Unclassified
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On the moming of 12 November, a fighter petrol of 12 planes aver
the LEYTE AREA, intercepted a group of enemy planes and shot down ive
medium boaobers.

From 11130 a.=., to 6:30 p.s., enemy planes attacked our shipping
in the LEYTE AREA and damaged a mumber of merchant ships. Several LCI's
were alse damaged. PFurther detalls are not available at this tizs,

Alr strikes, 10 November:

45 Corsalrs bombed NGERGONG ISLAND, FALAU ISLANDS, set on fire a
tank and sank & barge. Light and moderate AL fire was encountered.

The area wos again attacked by & Marine Corasirs. One plane failed
to retum.

12 Corsairs bombed YAF air strip.

Targets on BARELTHUAF ISLAND were attacked by 12 Corsairs. A direct
hit was scored on & radic station.

KRCE and BABELTHUAF were harassed during the nisht by Helleats.
Corsairs strafed and sank & barpe at BABELTHUAP,

S5ix Army Liberators bombed EDHOR.

Four Aray Thunderbolts strafed FAGAN.

Strikes, 11 Hovebar:

The PAGAN storage area and beach defenses were strafed and rocketed
by 12 Thunderbolta.

ROTA gun positions were strafed by 17 Corsairs. No AA fire was en-
countered.

13 Liberators started large fires on EDAOR ISLAND and other enemy
held {slands in the NORTHERN PALAUS., This area was later attacked by §
Catalinas, Corsairs and Avengers.

Eight B-29's attacked subsarine pens on DUHLON ISLAND, TRUK ATOLL. AL
and fighter opposition meager. One enemy plane probably damaged.

=1393-
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Dyring & storm on 8-% Hovesher, about 200 Japanese landsd on
BGEREGONG ISLAND, FALAD group, arsed with machine guns and lmee
mortars. Our patrol was evacusated mithout loss under cower of an
LCI gunboat.

The daland was subsequently shelled and, on 10 Nowvember, 13 tons
of bombs were dropped. Alr attacks against the island are to be con-
tinued until it is reccoupied by our forces.

On 11 November, Task Group 30.2 (3 CA, 6 00), successfully bom-
barded IH0 JII& airfield. Our ships sustained no damage. Further de-
tails are not avallable at this tize,

The submarine PADOLE returped from patrol of the CELEBES after
giniding, by gunfire, one miscellanscus vessel (100 tons), and two mis-
cellaneous veassels, 500 tona each, total sunk, 1,100 toms,

The following additional information has been received in connec—
tion with the MOUNT HOOD (AE-11), which exploded and sank fras an unlmown
cause st B:47 8.0, 10 Novembor, while at anchor in SSEADLER HARBOH,
Adniralties.

A prelininary esti=ate indicates that 22 officers and 290 enlisted
meén aboard the vessel wore lost. Ome officer and 14 men, ashore at the
time of the explosion, apparsntly eacaped.

Casmmltles on nearby ships asounted to 109 killed, 593 injured.
The blast and flying debris caused minor damage to approcimately 2§
ships anchored in the area. Eight YMS and the MDMDANAD (ABO-3) sus-
tained severe damage.

~1392-
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M—dtdd—arm., 10 Novesber, 2 PT boats attacked three destroy-
ers with torpedoes in m::c BAY. At least ome hit was scored and a
large mxplosion followsd, The target disappeared from the radsr screan,

-.-‘I'\— -
T other FT's attacked two unidentified ships in CRMOC uaﬁ
&t 312l a.m, Hemilts were not observed dus to-hesvy return fire and
t by enemy ships, Cur PT's sustained no casuslties, ~

Cn 11 November, carrier planes of Task Force 38 attacked and

destroyed an enemy convoy consiasting of three large, one mediva trans—
ports, five destroyers and one escort vesssl about to enter CRMDC BAY.

One transport exploded and all four were seen to sink. Two
destroyers and the escort vessel were definitely sunk. One destroyer
was left awash and ancther had its bow blown off, Both are balieved to
have sunit., The remaining damaged destroysr possibly sscaped.

The enemy convoy was cove by-about 20 Jap Il‘;i.Ehtqru and of

trese our planes shot down. us five probables. Two additionnl
“near our task force, were shot dowm. We lost

nﬂr planas
-Ftlfl' All but & few of these are considered possible resuc
ll forces.

_/’ The destroysr escort OSERASNIER (D5 334% mistalned sensidersele
dazage when the ammunition ship MOUNFP-#000 TAE-I1) blew up in SEEADIER
Fm (reported in 10 November morning sumsary),

The mubsarine LAFON retumed from patrol of the waters to the
Iil‘t of LUZN amd r-pm'hd s follows:

il
f% 10,000 tons ﬁmmm

1 AE 9,500 tons vessel —4, 000 tone
1 AK 5,600 tona 1 AK _5.B00 tons
1 sacort vessel B_% tons Total 9,800 n
Total
=1391~-
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At Bih7 muo., 10 Novesber, the ammmniticn ship UOUNT HOGD (AE-11),
at a berth in SEEADIER HARBOR, exploded and sank. The personnel of the
vessel ware loat with the exception of several men and one offlcer,

The internal cosbustion engine tender MINDANAC (ARG-3) and six or
soven Y5, plus & musber of small boats, were seversly damaged. The
superstructures of the ARGONNE (AG-31), UINDANAO (ARG=3) and TALBOT
(AFD=7), sustained considerable damage. [lumerous parsornel casualties
were suffered aboard vepsels anchored nearby.

Strikes, 9 November:

PAGAN personnel and storage aress hit by 12 Thunderbolts.

Six Avengers, escorted by Corsairs, bozbed and destroyed a sugar
mill on ROTA. Moderate AL fire damaged four Avengers.

A reconnalssance Liberator bombed IND JDMA.
Three Army Liberators dropped basmba on MARCUS.

Two reconnalssance planes attacked four luggers off IND JIMA, set
one on fire and damaged another.

A Havy search plane sank & small (100-ton fredighter) and ocme barge,
off northemn BORNEO.

Regraded Unclassified
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

The submarine CABILAN, cperating in the waters of the HANPO EHOTO,
on 31 Cectober, sank a medium freighter.

Regraded Unclassified
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The following additional strikes by CinCPac aireraft on & Novembar
have besn reportasd:

A reconnaissance Libsrater dropped bosbe on the dispersal areas
TCJIMA.

Corgnirs attscked amall enesy shipping in the northern PALAUS.
Strikes = 7 November:
Thunderbolts attacked PAGAN installations twice.

14 Ammy Liberators bosbed alrfield Ho. 1 at INOJIMA and the dis-
parsal areas. A large fire was started amd two medium bombers on the ground
were probably destrojed.

Three Liberators attacked AA pun positions snd radlo installations
on MARCUS ISLWND,

it 1347 a.m, and st 4:30 @.m,., T November, shout 11 snemy planas
sttacked SATFAM and TINIAN. AA batteries clalmed the destruction of four
planes. Our forces reported no damage or casualties.

It is reported that the heavy crulser set on fire and left in a
sinking condition from several bomb and torpedo hits on 5 Novesmber in
MANILA BAY, and reported in the morning sussary of & November, was seen to
break in two and sink.

At 4110 m.m., 28 October, FCE~BLE, operating in the SOUTHWEST
FACIFIC AREA, was damaged by three near-miss enemy bombs. Emergency repairs
were being accomplished,

Tha submarine PADOLE returned from patrol of the SULU SEA and

npﬂudlmm‘mmﬁmﬂ-s,nmmﬂde-umﬂ-
I, 000 tons,
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

Cn & Hovember, a recornalssance plane dropped bomba on the air
gtrip and gun positions at YAP.

At 1:40 a.m., b Hovember, the submarine RATON soored three hits
on & Mogami class CA, off the wost goast of LUZON, PHILIPFDIE ISLAN
The :iruim was benched at RENA POINT (peninsuls weat side of LINGAYEN
GULF ).

jnother submarine scored three hits on an ATAGO clmsa CA in the
snme vicinity at about the same time.

~1387=
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éf&p‘.r SECRET 9 m.m. 7 Novesber 1964,

SOUTH A CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,

4 recormalssance Venturn dropped bombs on YAP with uncbserved re-
sulta,

The submarine RATOY scored three hits on an enemy heavy crulser west
of LUZON, FHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

Regraded Unclassified




UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUANTERS OF THE COMMANTER (M CHIER
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTGN 23, O, €.

9 Bum. T Hovember 13kk.

PACIFIC 'd

atrixes “EI0N during 5 and 6 Novesber by ‘carrier planes
of Task Force 38, preliminary reports indicate o total of 113 enemy planes
shot down and 327 destroyed on the Uany others were—reported

damaged or destroyed by strafing. In addition, the following damape was
inflicted to enesy shipping:

EIlEY FRORARLY SUNE DAL
1M 1CA 1 CL
3 AK 100 £ oD
1 8¢ 2 0B
1, AK
1 trowler

Heavy dasage was caused to airfields and other shore mnbmnt!mn:j

*
The following additicnal strikes by CINCFAC aireraft on L November

have been reported:

Corsairs attacked targets in the northern FALAU's. AL fire damaged
ene Corsair.

Liberatora attacked installations on MARCUS ISLAND with uncbaserved
rogulta.

Catalinas bombed installations on KOROR, FALAU ISLANDS.
The following strikes for 5 Novesber have been reporteds

Three Liberators sttacked air defenses and enemy shipping at MARCUS
ISLAND with uncbsarved results.

43 Arsy Liberators bosbed HAHA JDMA, One of two intercepting enemy
fighters was damaged, Seven [iberatora attacked installations at CHICHI
JIUL with uncbserved results,

Marine Corsairs attacked runways at YAP and BABELTHUAP and set on fire
equipment at enemy bases in the northem PFALAU's.

Two pecormaissance planes over IVD JIMA engaged six enemy fighter
planes and of these possibly damaged one.

=1385%
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AET 9 2.3, & Hovember 1544,

- H AND CEX PACIFIC (Cont'd,

KCROR ISLAND, in the northern PALAUS was heavily bombed by jirmy
Liberators. Several fires and explosions were chasrved,

YAF was hit by an unreported number of Libarators.

Twonty Thunderbolts damaged the airfield on PAGAN ISIAND in the
MARIANAS,

A Llisinary report indicates that the ﬁatrn}mr eacort EVERSOLE
[ was sunk by & torpeds froz an enemy subearine, at—sbect 2129

Swmry, 29 October, 110 miles sast of A ]
men Are reported missing., 139 survivers haVp been recoversd, including
the vessells commanding officer.] L -
|
~138=
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The followlng details have been obtained from(freliminary reports
on the atr, against LUZON by three task groups of Task Force 38, on
5 Novembergleflo-

A sutmarine was contacted East of LUZON, but it kept dewn and
apparently had no chance to alert the Japanese, and &E:ﬂpllﬂ-l surprise
was achieved by cur planes over MANILA BAY.

Eighty enemy airborne planes were encountered over the CLARE area
and of these 50 were shot down. Over MANILA, slipht airborne opposition
was encountered throughout the day and over CLARK FIELD, opposition dim-
inished during the day. H total of B} enesy planes was shot down over
the targets and 5 in the vicinity of our task foree. In additien, 100
planies were destroyed on the ground.]

[in wnma BaY, & heavy cruiser wos set on fire and left in & sinke
ing condition from several bomb and torpedo hits. A light crulser and
at least three destroyers, plus several froighters, were dasagedy) A
submarine chaser was sunk off LUBANG. Damape was inflisted to shore in-
stallations.

B gassne il B
At 1:12 p.n.; 5 November, Task Group 38.3 was atfacked by & mumber
of enemy planes. Two suicide planes dove ot the r LEXTNGTON and

of these one was shot down by AL fire and the other on the
LEXINGTON's signal bridgs, causing minor damage.] A third Jap sufcids
plans missed the TIOONDEROGA.

On 5 Wovenber, enesy plenes raided TACLOBAN air strip ten timss withe
out damage.

FT-320 was destroyed by a direct boamb hit from an enesy plane on §
Hovember, in SAN FEDR0 BAY, LEYTE. Only ome enlisted man survived.

The follewing additionnl strikes by CINOPAC air-craft on 3 November
have been reported:

12 Liberators attacked two destroyers, one large transport, four med-
ium transports and four small transperts in CHICHI JIMA HARBOR, BONIN
ISLANDS, Results of the attack were uncbserved,

Three Liberators bembed HAHA JIMA, and & recomnalssance plane dropped
bomba on IND JIMA.

Regraded Unclassified
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SECTET 9 a.m. 5 Hovesber 194kL.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACTPIC (Contid,])

The Commander in Chief, of the Southwest Facific Area, reported
that our reinforcement movements to LEYTE are contimuing.

On 2 Novesher, a Navy FBLY reported damaging an AK off the South

coast of MASBATE, Another plans destroyed an enemy float plane eff
PALATIAN .

: e« S
%ﬁ#ﬁﬁmﬁf HAGTHEAD returned from patrol of the waters to the

wostward of BENED and reported as follows:

g SANE DAMACED
5
i 5 large freighters 75500 tona each 1 med. tanker 5,000 tona
1 1 mediun freighter I, 000 tons
TOTAL 11,500 tona
=1382-
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At 11:34 a.m., 2 November, 17 B-29's bembed TRUK. Heavy,
modearate snd accurate AA fire was encount ered.

The following strikes by CinCPac asiveraft, on 3 November,
have besan reported:

Thirtesn Marine Corsairs banbed JALUIT, and esncountered
light, meager but inascurate AL fire.

A PEY harassed NAURU during the night, Light and inaccurate
A Tire was encountersd,

=138 -
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) b pette 3 November 1944,

& DC E

Watermy Lokan

‘ On 3 Notember, the light crulser RENO (CL-96) was torpedoed 355

miles sost of-SAPASEANES-SSEMD, PHILIPFINE ISLANDS. Ne other informs-
ticn is available at this time,

Tha following additionsl information has besn received with respect
to the U.5.5, ABNER REMD (DD-526) which sank at 2:15 p.m., 1 November, in
the LEYTE GULF, as a result of & suicide dive by an enesmy plane into her

after stack:
Initisl fires wers followed by explosions of after magazines and

ready service smmunition. Feur of her perncrnal are dead, four critical-
1y infured, & sericusly injured and 15 missing.

- 1380 -

Regraded Unclassified




UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADSIANTENE OF THE COMMANDIN IM CHIEF
ToP.gebat! i e
! 5 WASHINGTON 15, O, C
| m 9 mm, & November 194k,
A “r

D CE (o

On 3 Movember, the commander of the Tth Flest reported that

heavy Japanese slr attacks were continuing agalnst our ferces in LEYIE
GULF .

the night of 31 October and 1 Novesber, a Catalina
reported sinking s 7,000 ton tanker in the WESTERN SULD SEi,

During 2 November, a recce plane dropped bosbs on YAP gun amplaca—
mants and airstrip.

On 7 Movember, the submarine PINTADC sank a 0D from a Task Force,

composed of one large carrier, 1 light crulser md three [0's, about 190
miles west of LUZDN.

- 1380 =
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The 1.5.5, AMDERScH (DD=411) was dasaged when struck by a sulcide
Japaness float pflane at 6130 p.m., 1 Nowvember, in the LEYTE AREL. The

vesgel sustained minor structural damage which did not affect her ses-

worthiness and ia capable of making 22 knots. One ofllcer, four men,
are missing, twelve men have been killed, and one officer and sixteen

man wounded.

A reconnaissance plane borbed and strafed installations on IND JIMA.
A mumber of enesy fighters attempted interception and of thess cne was

dasaged.

=137E=
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L F.M. 2 November 17LL.
SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)
At 9150 a.m.; 1 Hovember, the destroyers AL, CLAXTON
snd ETLIEN were hit by Japanese suicide dives. The CLAXTON was holed
forward, but flooding was brought under control. The KILLEN was heavily

flooded, but flooding was finally brought under control. The NLEN sun=
taiped dasage to her director and searchlignt equipment.

=1377=
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SOUT:! AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Comt'd.)
In a later report, Commandar Task Force 77, indicates that the
ship that was sunk in LEYTE GULF heavy enemy air attacks on

1 November, was the U.5.5. AHNER READ (DD=526). She was hit by an
anaxy torpedo plane while screening the damaged 1.5.5, CLAXTON (DD-571).
The READ blew up and sank. As yet there is no report of her casunlties.

During 1 November, enemy shore targets on NEYT IRELAND and CHOISEIL
wera bonbardsd and strafed by motor torpedc boats from the Narthern
SOLOMOKS .

<1376~
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& SOUTH AiD CENTRAL PACIFIC
The following strikes are reported by CinCPac adrcraft for 30

Ootober:

| Explosions ard fires were started on the old adrfield at YAF
| 15L00, when Liverators from Tth Alr Force dropped fragmentation bombs.

The rurway and & fuel dusp on GASIL-TOMIL ISLAKD, YAP ISLRDS,
hum hit and fired respectively, by eleven Corsairs. Two enemy barges at
BABELTHUAF were sirk when strafed by four Corsairs, while four other Corsadrs
set on [ire two warshouses at GARUMISUKAN, BARELTHUAP ISLAKD, The enemy's AA
fire ranged from medium to light.

Thile affording support to ground troops, sixteen Corsaira scored
15 hits on targets on FELELIU,

The airfield installations at DWOJIMA wers bosbed by a lone
Liberator. There was no AA fire.

On 31 Ootober, Marine Corsairs strafed the willage area of ROTA
ISLAND, The smemy's machine pun fire was meager,

Regraded Unclassified
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q*? SCUTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC Eﬂmt'dd

The U.5.5. BESUGO (55-321) on o war patrol in the waters off the
;”MIHE, reparts sinking & new-type destroyer escort in comvoy.

The U.5.5. FHILIP (DD-498) has arrived on the scens of the torpedo-
ing of the American steaser JOHN A, JOHNSOH, which was torpedoed and sunk
by a large eneny submarine, approximstely 930 miles northesst of FEARL
HARECR, on 29 Octcber, at 9:05 p.m, The PHILIP reports that the U.5.5,
ARGUS [PY-1i) has rescued sixty of the crew of the JOMMSON, out of a total
complement of 71. The missing eleven were occupants of a life boat which
the submarine strafed and rammed and they are beliewed to be killed. The
ARGUS is proceeding to SAN FRANCISCO with the survivors.

During the night of 27-28 October, motor torpeds boats 523 and 526
were attacked by four enemy dive bombers in the SAN JWWICC CHANEL, ba-
tween LEYTE and SAMAR, and eight people were killed and nine wounded in
the 523. DBoth boats were seriously damaged. The motor torpedo boat 132,
during the night of 26~27 October, received s near-miss from an enesy plane
of f northern MINDARAD, and #1 were kdlled and 5 wounded on the ship. Dur-
ing the nights of 26-27 and 27-28 October, motor torpedo boats have been
performing various rescus missions in the LEYTE AREA. They also sank two
luggers loaded with persconel in OHMOC HAY and also sank two fuel barges
off LINDANAD.

Commander Task Force 77 reports that during 1 November his cozbatant

in IEYTE QULF were under two heavy ensmy air attacks, Ome destroyer
(| wme sunk and three damsged.

=137k~
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9 a.=. 1 Hovesber 194L.

ENTFAL FACIFIC (Cont!

ﬁ".ﬁ report. from Admirgl Nimits, covering a recapitulation of enemy
airoraft loases destroyed by Pacific Flest carrier aircraft from 3o
August - 31 October, as reported by the Ird and Tth Fleets, indicates:

Flanes shot down in air = 1462
Flanes destroyed on ground - ﬁ
Flanes probably destroyed or damaged ~

CQur loases during thias peried were approximately 300 carrisr planes,
with pilet and air crew losses considerably less, because of rescus opera-
tions. &

The enemy suffered its groatest air losses during the following
perioda:

=24 Septesber - In FHILIPFINES by 3rd Fleet:

Flanes shot down = 352
Flanes destroyed on ground = 58l
10=16 Qetoboer = in MANSEY SHOTO ISLANDS - PHILIPFINES and FORMOSA
by 3rd Fleet:
Flanes shot desn = 52
Flanes destroyed on ground = 304
Flanes damaged - 59
17=18 October - i1in PHILIFFINES by 3rd Fleot:
Flanea shot down = 35
Flanes destroyed on ground -3
Flanes damaged - 55
2-27 October - in Ssoond Battle PHILIPFINES SEA by 3rd and Tth Flests:
"Flml ahot down = 392
Flanes destroyed on ground = 31
Planes damaged - 20

“f
It is reported that the U.5.5. SALMON (55-182) cannot dive because of
damage inflicted by enemy gunfire, however she is able to procesd on the
surface. PFriendly ships are standing by to assist her.

<1373
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-]

: SOUTH 4D CENTHAAL PACIFIC

around noon, Arey sireraft bosbed DUELOH ISLAND, TRUX
were sesn in the target area, smitting thick

st of the officers' gquarters,
tisnal tursts in other parts of
flight for sbout 30 mimutes at
was balow the formatlion.

L 0n 30 October,
\ AmilL, Two large explomions
amoke, UOther hits were made on two plars we
other hits in the officera' guarters, and addd’
the target area, An enemy plans followed the
3,000 yards, but did not attack. The kA fire

Regraded Unclassified
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9 a.m. 31 Ootober 1944,

£ SOUTH AMD P ' JE. ¥
5 The U.5,5, FUNKLIN (CV-13 and the U.5.5, DELLEAT T00D (CVL-24),
have boen damaged in battle, The FRAMKLIN has a forty foot hole in her

flight deck and much wreckage in her hangar., The BELLEAU WOOD has &
12 foot hole in her flight deck aft. Both ships are being repaired,

The U.3.5. TRIGGER (55-237), on & war patrol of the SOUTHWESTERH
I5LADS, JAPANESE EMPIRE, reports that on the aftermocon of 30 Detober,
she blew the stern off a very large tanker. It is indicated that the
U.5.5, STEALET (55-392), also hit the same target with four torpedoes,
but no memtion 1s made as to the eventual disposition of the tanker.

@ It is now indicated that the survivors seen in the water, some 930

alles northeast of FEAFL HARBOR by & cosmercial plane on 30 Cetober, wers
from the 535 JOHN A JOHNSCH of the Amerdcan Lines. This ship had & com-
plement of 71 officers and men and 58 of thes have been picked up. The
ship was torpedeed on 29 October about 9:05 p.m. The torpedo hit forward,
creating o fire which caused ammunition to explode., The submarine shelled
the ship and her life boats. The captein of the JOIMSON states that 13
man in one 1ife boat were killed by the submarine's machine gunfire. It
is stated that among the 58 rescued some are wounded. The U.3.5. PHILIP
(DD-498) is alongaide the U.5.2. AROUS (PY-14), which ship was first on
the acene of the dissster. A search is being conducted for further sur-
wvivers.

PT boats-strafed gnd shellsd shore targets along Northern mm:}
Northesstern MEW IFELAID and CAZELIE PEWINSULA, night of 28 Octcber.

The H.N.K.5, ZNAARDVISCH returning from hor first war patrol in the
SOUTHREST PACIFIC reports as faollows:

@ Kﬂﬁ:ﬁl:‘-ﬁﬂtlﬂﬂtm oil=laden sea truck by gunfire.
6 Dctober = Sank & German U-beat of the KEEUNER type of 1200
» @nd pleked up 27 survivors, including the
three other officers.
ssa truck by gunfire,
2,000 ton armed enemy freighter with tor-
minelayer of the IPGUELISHTLL olaae-
Damaged ancther CM of the same

1

10 Ootober
= 15 Dato!

b?@%l
FFEEL
AT
B8
]

17 Oct

o2
i

g
{3

total tona sunk for the patrol wms 7500 tons.
Damaged infliocted, total 3500 tona.

7
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Q‘; From an sdditional report, it is learmed that T.0. 38.2 shot down
a total of 65 planes durlng operations on 29 October. 12 ememy planes ware
destroyed on the ground at the various flelds, plus peveral more at NICHOLS
FTELD, The heavy erulser previously reported damaged near CAVITE was probab—
ly sunk, Another cruiser was dasaged near MANILA BAY, OConsiderable damage
was inflicted upon shore installaticns.

The correct casualtics on the INTHEPID caused by a Jap sulcide dive
are 10 killed, & wounded.

Due to bad weather, many of T.G. 38,2's planss were forced to return
after dark and several made water landings becmuise of gas shortage, Operational-
1y, we lost Z7 plames.

On 28 and 29 October, T.G. 38.4 shet down 15 enesy [ighters and destroy-
od 3 coastal AK's near CEBU CITY. The task group lost four fighters in cosbat
and six operationelly.

The destroyer HUTCHINS (DD-476) sustained demage when aho collided
with an unchartered wreck off TACLOBAN,LEYTE, on 25 Dctobar. The damage waa
satisfactorily repaired by the ship's force.

The subearine HARDER returned from patrol after sinking ome 1200-ton
destroysr and assisting in the sinking of a small transport for which she was
eredited 1,000 tons; total sunk - 3,200 tons.

on 29 October, 10 enesy Naval vessels, one of which was possibly &
Mtnrﬂmdumdmdlurmmmdmtmmrntﬂm
by 17 Army Liberators. No dirsct hits were made and no amplifying report of
the damage inflicted has been mentioned, The enexy's {lak damaged three of our
planss.

Ten onesy barges in the barbor of HAHAJIMA wers bombed by m Liberator,
but no hits were made.

mm-unwmn-upndmmumm.twmmLM;m
on 28 and 29 October. m-n-q’lsuﬂniu-wmdinuwmc.

On 30 October, at 3:00 f.m., an jsarican commercianl plane reports that
ghe cbssrved a surfaced submarine about 930 miles northeast of FEAAL HARBOR.
The plame further states that survivora, one of whoa was wounded, from two ships
wore in a bullet-ridden lifebost in the vieinity, A destroyer has been ordared
to t

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FILE I I
UNITED STATES FLEET

TERS OF THE 1M CHiEr
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 23, D, C,

% m.m. 30 Detober 1G94LL.,

SUUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Contid,)

The hospital ship COUFOET was slghted undamaped after undergoing an
anexy air attack on 24 Oetober, 220 miles southeast of LEYTE. (Heported
in morning summary, 26 Ent.:-'buri,

Yotor torpede boats sank 10 troop-laden barpes and two coastal ves-
sele in CFMOC BAY, western LEYTE ISLAND, during the nisht of 27 October.
Ummards of 26 enesy planes were shob down during rafds on TACLODAN, 27-28
Oetobear,

=1369=
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' UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADIGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDEN IN CHIEF
MHAYY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON | N

é,ﬂ SECHET 9 a.m. 30 October 1.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

A cospunique released by CinCPac informs that the following damage
was inflicted upon the Japanese [leet during the perled 22-28 October,
It should be poted that these results are atill subjact to revision as
more infeormation is recelved:

1]
'ﬁ 7 % Eﬂﬂ posalbly sunk)
carrisrs T CA

jc

&
-]
3 17 0D
3
&

p2ag

pur oo

From a preliminary report, it is learned that Task Force 38.2, on an
early morning sweep and two strikes against MANILA and the SCUTHERN LUZCH
AREA, on 29 October, shot down 33 Jap interceptors, mainly over CLARK FIELD
and started a nusber of fires in the disperssl aresa. In addition, two hits
wore pcored on a heavy crulser near CAVITE and one hit on & tanker.

Twolve snemy planes were destroyed in the vicinity of Task Force 38.2's [
operating area. Two of the snesy dive bombers made suicide dives against ]
the force, one striicing a 20 mm gallery on the INTREFID. Six of the ship's
personnel were killed and 10 others serdously injured. Minor dasage wes
sustained by the vessel,

At 121430 p.m., 28 October, the HEIM (DD-388) sank a Jepanese submarine
145 miles northeast of CAFE ESPIRITU SANTO, SMUAR.

Strikes 26 October:
Venturas babed WOTJE.
Strikes Z7 October:

15 Mitchells dropped bombs on NAURU airfield installstions. A nusber
of large fires were started. AA fire enecuntered was meager and inaccurate.

Strikes 28 Qetober:

23 Dauntless bombed MILLE bivousc area, started a small fire. No AA
firs was ancountered.

14 Dauntless and 35 Corssirs hit JALUIT. Light, medium and accurate
A4 fire caused minor dmmage to two Corsairs.

- 1368 -
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SOUT

0 CEHTRAL FACIFIC (Comtid,)

The Dritish submarine SEAROVER, under cur operational commind, re-
turned from patrol of the 30UTH CHINA 3EL and reported :I.I:t!".'_l'l.!: Lwd
miscellansous vessels totalling 200 tona.

A revised list of survivers from the FIINCETUH, shows 123 offlcers
gnd 1189 enlisted sen wars rescusd,

Infornntion recelved indlestas that the light crulser BIFMTNGHAK,
damaped by tho FRINCETH explosion on 2 October, suffered 236 dend, &
missing and about AOO wounded.

=1367-
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At 5100 puma, 28 October, CTF 77, reported that enesy alr activity
sti1l eontinuss over the LEY¥TE GILF area. Upwards of 50 Jap planes were
eyer the aresa during the day.

Commencing at dusk, 27 October, enamy liers cade suleide attacks
againgt cur battleship and erulser force. Dive Lombers made two sulcide
dives agninst the cruifser LOUISVILIE. By ecvasive action tha LOUISVIILIE
avolded both dives, although near-misses killed coe and injured eleven
of the perscrnel.

A enemy float plane wea shot down while attempting a erash dive on
the CALTFONEIAYs bridpe., The plane caused damape to & radar guide pole
end craahed 50 yards oy .

At dawn, 28 Oetober, an enemy plane ernshed alongside the DENVER ,
causing damage to a compartmant.

At dusk, 28 Cetober, onesy planes directed their attacks against
CVE!s with unreported results. Throughout the day, 17 enemy planes wore
shot down by our fighters. In addition, 20 ememy barges wore strafed and
many of tham set on [ire.

A report recelved from CTF 38, based on the best estluste avallable,
relstive to the composition of the Japanese foroe attociked by Task Force
¥ o 25 October, off Northern LUZDN, Indicates as follows:

I, enemy carriers, 2 BB'a, 1 Ch, ACL, & DD, were identified. Tuak
Force 38 definitely senk pll four cerriers, one crulser or destroyer and
one destroyer. One light cruiser was reported as probably sunk, two B8/
XICV, one CA, two CL, two DO, na domaged. Dwenty-one enesy planes ware
ghot down. e lost ten planes, eight pliots and 10 air crewsen by Japancse
antiaireraft fire.

On 27 Octsbar, 4 Venturas dropped bosba on TUTVE, through meager AL
fire.

fn 27 October, 17 Corssirs bombed JALUIT. Later, the area was attacked
by 2 Corsairs, dropping napalm. Two large fires were chaerved, A4 [ire g
alightly dasszed four Corsairs. e
i
The submarine HALTBUT scored five hits and possibly spak 8 ‘Im:hirﬁj::";‘!"ﬂ

class battleship, 115 miles Soubhwant of TAEAC m,i,..,si__
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The submarine HOE returned from patrol of the PHILIFPINES and

reparted as follows:

Auri

2 AK, 7,500 tons each = total 15,000 tons
Damaged

3 AK; 4,000 tons each 12,000 tona
1 escort vessel tons

total 13, tonas

The submarine BAYA returned from patrol of the S0UTH CHINA
SEA after sinking ome AX of 7,500 tons,
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The following report was recelved from the Commander of the
Third Flest of action on 26 and 27 October. The first sighting on
26 October of the enemy main bedy off sast MINDORO consisted of 4 BB,
3 ca 301, 10 DO, One daszaged CA and 1 DD wers sighted near MASEATE
and two destroyers off north CEBU, A dimaged crudser was sighted south—
wast of MARINDUGUE ISLAND, SIBUYAN SEA.

I T.0. 3.1 and T.0, 38,2, in strikes against those units, sank

| one CL, probably sank one CA and damaged 3 BB, one OA, 2 OL and § DD,
In addition, s lerge OV was sunk east of FANAY, It was belisved that

| this carrier was provicusly reported as an Ise class BE. In addition,

! 15 enemy mircraft were shot down ard 15 destroyed on the ground, We
lost 10 planss in combat and seven operationally.

A preliminary report indicates that T.G. 8.3 and T.G. 38.4,
on 27 Coctober, damaged and posaibly sank a CA south of UINIORD, Damaged
two O0's, ome of which was beached, In addition, an unknown nusber of
enemy planea wers destroyed,

During 26 October, a CVE covering group, despite battle losses,
suffered on the preceding day, continued to cover the LETTE AREA, launched
strikes against snemy units in the CAMOTES 5EA; sank one DD and damaged
one COL.

At about 11 s.m., 26 October, our sscort carriers were attacked
by enemy planes, Four of about eight snemy planss were shot down and
three more by shipa' gunfire, The SUWAKEE (CVE) was struck by & suleide
dive, which caused savere damage to the ship and planes. Personnel
casualtiss have not been determined.

Th-Co-mdﬂdmmﬂutrwmthltnfmmfmu
which attempted to enter into LEYTE GULF and SURIGAD STHAIT (2 BB, 2 QA
2 CL and 10 00}, only one CA, one CL and i DD got out the way they came
y in, Two EHB, 1 CA, 1 CL and 00 were definitely sunk by the combdned
torpsdo attack of our PT's and destroyers, plus the gunfire of our battle-
ships and crulsers. The resaining snemy CA, OL and [D's were subjected
uhn:rdrntnk-th-humdumﬂumdrmhpuﬁdum
badly damaged and probably sank,

On 27 October, a recte plane dropped bosbs on YAP with uncbsarved
roasults,

During 27 Ccteber, 15 Mitchells bombed NAURU alrfield and other
installations. A mumbar of large fires were started,
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The Cosmander of the THIRD FLEET reports that light forees of Task
Group b5 sank one enemy cruiser or larpe destroyer, 30 omlles north=
west ol CAFE ESFINTU SU0T0, SAMAR, st 1:A5 a.e., 25 October,

Ko word has been received of intended strikes an 26 Cetober by
Tnsk Group 38,1 and 38.2 agsinst the onemy force retiving through the
SIBUYAR 3Z4 and towards PALATAN.

On 25 Cctober, 29 Army Liberators struek I'D JIUA airfield and in-
stallatlions through mesper AL fire. On the sane day, 2 Libersters dropped
bonbs on TiF airfield and shoreline instelloticns,

The PAGAN personnel area was attacked by o Ammy Thunderbolts on 25
Cotobar.

The ERITLIGE submarine STIRDY, operating under ous control, returned
from patrol of the LOLUCCA SEA, after sinking 1800 tons of miscellanecus
enosy shippdng.

The submarine BURIFISH rrobably sank an enexy fredishter in the EAST
QDA 324 on 26 October,

The subsarine SEAFOX sank & mediws freighter an 25 Ogtober in the BoNIN
ISIAND area.

The submarine BiYA retumed frem patrol of the SOUTH CHINA 524 after
sinking one large freighter of 7,500 tons.

The submarine FLASHER returned from patrol west of the PHILIFFOES
and reported as follows:

SINE DALLAGED
1 large AE 7,500 tons 1 vnidentified ves, 4,000 tons
1 med, AP T4 500 tons
2 mod. AK's aach
23, tona
=1363=
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damaged but able to procesd, Numercus PT's damaged and one sunk,

Throughout 24 October, CVE's, covering the LEYTE AREA, were under
heavy shore-based enemy air attacks. During the sid-morning, an enemy force,
estimated &s four BB, 7 CA, 2 CL, and 12 0D, joined in the attack against our
OV's but was turned back by repeated strikes from our escort carriers, and
supported during the afterncon by Task Group 38.1. By late aftemocon,
the enemy was in full retreat.

The following estimated damage has been inflicted upon the ensmy:
Ome CA sunk, one D probably sunk, 3 BB, 3 CA, and ore 0D damaged., Our
damage reports are not complete, but considerable domage was sustalned by
2 epcort carrier groups.

On 22 October, 2% Japanese planes wers shot dowm by escort carrier-
based planes over the VISATAS, Another six were destroyed on the following
day.

The subsarine HALIHIT reported scoring 5 torpedo hits on an snemy
BE, which posaibly sank 280 miles northeast of CAPE ENGANO, LUZON.

The hospital ship COMPOET was attacked by enmy alreraft at 2:15
,m., 2l October, 220 miles scutheast of LEYTE. No report has been receiv-
ed from the wessel since her first urgent message.

At LEYTE, snemy dusk and dawn harassing sir sttacks continued.

A two-heur adr sttack, during the morming of 24 October, elightly damaged
the salvaged vessel PRESERVER (ARS-8).
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At 3140 p.m., & search plane from Task Group 38,3 sighted an

ast of CAPE ENGANO, northeast LUZON, conaisting of 2 Ime

A, oms CL, 6 DD, At LeiD p.m, ancther snemy group was sighted
about 200 miles east of CAPE ENGAND, partheast LUZON, consisting of 2 ¢V, 1
CVL, 3 CL; 3 DD, Three of our task groups were concentrated for an early
morning sttack against the enmmy carrier force, east of LUNDN.

When our carriar planes struck the targets, enemy alr opposition
was negligible, Our surface units were not attacked., As o result of cur
strike, one carrier of undetermined type exploded and sank, one CV a&nd one
CVL were struck by torpedoss and three bosba sach, and ope CL was badly
damaged,

Aftar the second strike, Task Force 34 and Task Group 38.2 depart-
ed for LEYTE yn response to a request for assistance from Task Foree 77.
Task Group 38,3 and 38.4 remained in the area to continue afternoon alr
strikes snd night surfase sttacks againmst the enesmy cripples. They succeed-
od in adnking 1 CVL and 1 large DD or CL of the enemy cripples.

On 25 Ootober, Task Group 38,1 scored at least one bomb hit on
each of 2 HBE's, 2 CA, 1 CL o DD, 40 miles east of CAFE ESPIRITU SANTO,
SMMAR. One heavy crulser was seen to sink,

At 2:00 a.m., 26 (ctober, ComThird Fleet reported sinking a light
or heavy crulssar at an unrecovered position.

At 11103 pem, 25 October, the submarine JALLAD sank a Natori
type Lght crulser 340 ailes notheast of CAPE ENGANO, LUZON.

The following action was reported by Task Force TTi

At 11110 pem,; 24 October, a FT boat sighted 2 large unidenti-
fied enemy ships and 3 DD's, ten miles southeast of BOHOL ISLAMD, head-
ing towards SURICAD STRAITS.

Although complete details of subsequant action are mobt avellable,
it was reported that the enemy advanced in Lwo groups. The first group
reported as 2 EB's, one or two CA's and one DD, The second group, two large
and about 5 saaller ships,

Our light forces attacked the enemy and senk at least sight
various type ships. At dawn, eight enemy mitln“mlwll-n hn'n.i.qf t.lu' ALl
of these wers sunk by gunfire sand tor pedoes. ar o STy
vessals which ur.i.w{ retrasted westward and wers subjected to alr attacks,
Our forces sustaiped the following dsmage: The destroyer ALBERT W. GRANT
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At 11157 a.m,; 26 October, Adniral Halssy reported that the pursuit
phase of the battls of the WESTERN FACIFIC was now in progreas. The
nemy SIBUYAN SEA force is under attack by carrier based planes, and
Task Group 34.5 is patrolling the ares east of SAMAR for enemy cripples.
sULY

-

It is intended to strike the retreating Japanese units in the
SEA and WESTERN VISAYAS. In addition, ow submarines have bean alert-
ed to intercept sny escaping enemy vessels.

Mthough a chronology of svants of the WESTERN PACIFIC battle
has besn forwarded, the following resums 1s submitted:

At dawn, 24 October, the Comsander of the Third Fleet launahed
& search by three task groups across LUZON and the VISAYAS.

At 7145 a.m., & search plans contscted an enemy force composed
of & BB, & CA, 2 CL and 13 DD, 15 miles south of MINICAD., Upon the receipt
of this information, Task Group 38,2 immediately launched a strike which
was repested during the day. Task Group 32.3 and 38,4 struck this same
epsmy force after initial strikes cn other targeta.

Aftar the first strike, Task Group 38.3 was heavily sttacked by
shore-based enemy plares, 150 of the snemy planes were shot down, but the
light sircraft carrier FRINCETON sustained heavy dmmsge. Subsequently,
because of heavy damage caused by a magasine axplosion, and becsuse of the
tactical situstion, the FRINCETON was scuttled. The BIRMINGHAM, alongside
of the FRINCETON, suffered perscnnel casuslties and damage.

Task Oroup 38.4 first struck the spemy force scutheast of NEGROS,
consisting of two Fuso class BB, one CA, 4 DD; scored twe bomb hits on the
battleships, rocket hits on the CA and 2 00's. The remaining two DDY s were
heavily strafed. However, nons of the vessels attacked were seen to sink.

At sbout 2 p.m., the main enemy body, while under attack, reversed
eourse to the westwhen 30 milss sast of TABLAS ISLAND. The following results
of the feregoing attacks are based on incomplete reporta:

Ons Yamato class BE bombed, torpedoed, left afire and down &t
bow, One Congo class BB - 2 bosb hits, left smcking and spparently badly
damaged, Bosb hits on ome or both remalning EB's. Two torpedo hits on
one of thess bosbed battleships., Ome CL torpedosd and capsized, Torpedo
hits en 2 CA and bomb hit on ancther Ch.
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Sufficient reports have not been received to clearly picture the
engagement and its results of the Eastern PHILIPPIIES. However, from
preliminary reports, the following is the general situation:

On 24 October, searches from carrier planes of THIRD FLEET located
two enemy forces headed eastward through the PHILIPPINE ARCHIPELAGC. The
first force, concisting of three or four battleships, ten crulsers and
gbout thirteen destroyers, was sighted south of MINDCORO, and later moved
eastward through the SIBUYAN S2A. It was attached repeatedly by corrier
aircraft and incomplete reports indicate that all battleships were damaged
by bombs, at least one was hit by a torpedo and one cruiser was torpedoed.

The second enemy force sighted in the SULU SEA, southwest of the HEGACS
ISLAND, consisted of two battleships, one crulser and four destroyers. Both
battleships were damaged by bombs and the light units were strafed.

At sbout 2:00 a.m., 25 October, PT's sighted an enemy force of two
battleships, three cruisers and destroyers at the entrance to the GULF of
LEYTE, apparently these units were engaged by our light surface forces, and
at 5:00 a.m., 25 October, it was reported that the enemy vessels in SURIGAQ
STRAITS were retiring, pursued by our light forces.

It may be that the enemy force attacked by our light units was one
of those or a combination of both forces attacked by our carrier planes in
the SIBUYAN SEA and in the SULU SEA, southwest of NEGROS ISIAND. Later, it
was reported that about eight or ten of the enemy units were sunk,

At sbout this time, a number of our CVE's, reported being under sttack
by Japanese battleships and cruisers, 80 miles northeast of HCMONHON ISLAND.
The Commander of the THIRD FLEET, located to the northward and attempting to
intercept a Jap carrier force, despatched Task Force 38.1, which ineluded
five carriers to the assistance of the CVE's under attack. A number of our
fast heavy units were also despatched. The results of this engagement are
not available at this time.

During this time, a third battle was in progress about 210 miles east
of LUZON, where the THIRD FLEET, with four carrier task forces engaged an
enesiy carrier force in two groups, consisting of 2 ISE class BEB's, 2 Cals,
10L, 6DDand 2 CV, 1 CVL, 3 CL, 3 DD. It wes reported that one enemy CV
was sunk and two were dead in the water,
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During an action on 2, Octcber, a strong force of enemy shore based
aireraft attacked Task Force 38.3 and succeeded in seriously damaging the
U,5.5, PRINCETON (CVL-23).

lLater, the light cruiser BIRMINGHAL came alongside to assist the
PROICETON when a magazine explosion ccourred aboard the carrier, causing
her to sink and damaged the BIRMINCHAM. There are 134 officers, including
the Captain, and 1,227 survivors of the FRINCETON. The BIRMINGHAM lost
15C dead, ACO wounded, including the commanding officer.

The destroyer MORRISON alsc sustained damage, lost her foremast and
had her port side smashed. The destroyer IRWIN had her starboard side smashed
and her forward pun mounts damapged.

Although it has not been definitely ascertained, apparently the INNTI
and the MORRISCN were alongside, assisting the FRINCETOMN.

=1357-
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The following additional inforsation has been recelved with respect
to the enosmy strilte against ocor shippdng at Ti50 a.m., 2 Cotcber, in
LEYTE GULF.

An estimated L0 enemy planes, apparently all shore based, attacked
our shipping, Ouwr patrolling aircraft shot dowm between 15 to 25 of the
enamy planes, In addition, a number of the eneny planes were shot dowm
by shipts gunfire, One of our Liberty ships sustained dasage, one LCI
wis set on fire and one DD sustained minor damsge from a strafing atbeck,

The following additional strikes by CINCPAC aireraft on 22 Octobar
have been reported:

B Yarine Corsairs bombed YAP runway and revetzent area, destroying
four prounded epemy aircraft.

B Army Liberators started fires on YAP alrfield and town area.
Corsairs cperated in support of Arsy ground forces on FELELIU.

fhe following strikes were reported by CINCPAC aireraft an 23 COctobers
Three Liberstors bombed YAF.

The submarine SHOOK sank thres AX's and probably sank another in the
LUZ(H STRAITS on 2 Cetober.

The submarine VECUMA returned from mtrol of the area southwest of
FORMOSA and reported as follows:

SUNE Lileizl
2 A 000 tons each Wo 5,000 tona
tE:wa tons 14p 4,500 tons
1 AE Lons
B tona
=1356=
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Carrier Task (roups, supporting the LETTE landings on 20
October, attacked land targets on PANAY and CEHI, shot down six enemy
planss, destroyed four barracks, ome warehouss, seven luggers. On
LEYTE, buildings, fuel dumps, gun esplacesents and trucks were sttack-
od and destroyed.

An air attack on Il October against our transports leaving
the PANAON AAEA was driven off by carrier-bassd planes.

w“

f\.-

1!:: submarine GUAVINA returned from patrol of the PHILIFPINES
sinking, by gunfire, two amall coastal freighters of 500 tons each
uﬂﬂlﬂMMBﬂlﬂaﬂzmt«ondﬂm

The battleship TENMESSEE and the troop transport WAR HAVE (AP-
M},mrdmhmmmﬂFMnﬂhUﬂmm“mmm
Mdm.mdbuthlhipsmulmnimrdl-al.
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i3] B
B ﬁ e SOUTH A0 CEHTRAL PACIFIC (Contld.]

b =T
L‘—""-Hr'-:-?lcﬁ 8.m,., 2 October, 2 BB, 1 CA, &4 00, were re orted siphted

gbout 70 miles Southwest of IEGRCS. Two bozb hits were reported on each
of the BD'a, Focket hits were scored on the crulser and two of the de=

stroyera.

in enemy force astlzsted to be 2 BB, A CA, & CL, 10 0D, was roported
under sttack by our carrier planes in the EASTIOU SILU 3EL at G110 Bama,
21, Qetober, Other Jaransss units have bean aiphted in the peneral area
Seuth of MINDORO &nd the enesy may be attespting to relnforce his garrisens
or strike our shipping at LEYTE. flo forther Information is available at
thia time.

Tt has been reported that eur advasce on LEYTE is continuing apainat
snotty resistance from eneny strong points at TACLOBAN and DULAG. TACLOBAE
and DULAC air strips have besn captured by our troops and unloading and
raturning of schelons is progeeding on achedule.

AL T350 BeRa, 24 October, & large mumber of enemy planes, including
fighters, boshers and chaervation alreraft, sttacked our shipping in LEYTE
GULF, causing minor dazsge.

Our fighters effectively intercepted. Hesults of the engagement are

\nat. availatle at this time,

7 The following strikes by CINCPAC alreraft on 23 Qetober hove been re=
parted:

1, Mitchells bombed HAURU A4 positions. Mesger and inaccurats AA fire
was encounkered,

48 Dguntleas and 17 Corsairs bombed Ai positions at JALUIT. Two Daunt-
leas sustained damage from light and meager A fire.

WOLE inatallstlons were bombed by 15 Marine Dauntless,

During tie evaning of 17 Cetober, YHS-70, wiille engaged in sweepdng
LETTE GILF was sbandoned by her crew after heavy seas and near typhoon
woather coused uncontrolled flooding. All of the crew ras roscued the
following morning. The vessel has not been sighted since and is presused
to hawe sunk.

e The submarine WUMBILL, returned from patrol of the PORLDZA AREL, with
the following resulta:

5 DA
w 11.:5.7.!% 7,500 tons u.m%. - 4,000 tons
Fil o 1

= 1 med, AK ]i_:%m large AK 1}:%%
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At 5330 a.m., 23 Octobar, the U, 5. submarine DARTEH sank one
Atago-glass crulser (9,850 tons) end scored four hits on another of
the same class about 75 miles west of FPALEWAN.

In approximately the same position; at 6:00 a.m., 23 Cctober,
the submarine DACE scored four torpedo hits on a Eongo-class battle—
ship. The battleship was belisved to have sunk.
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Operatlons at LEYTE are procecding on schedule with extremely light
losses. Heavy mortar fire has been encountered but no heavy shore guna
have been lossted,

The northern area at 1EYTE wns bombarded by 3 088, 2 C4, 2 CL and 19
00. The southern area was hit by 3 OBB, 2 CL, 3 CA and 13 DD.

Cerrler planes, supporting the operuticn, sank a 5000 ton oller, a
small destrojer tender, 3 FT's, & barges and damaged other enemy shipping.
In addition; 13 grounded enesy planes at CEBU and LEYTE were dostroyed,

The destroyer transport GOLDSBOROUGH (APD=32) sustained slight damage
when a shell struck one of her stacks.

The lollowing strikes by CINCPAC alreraft on 20 Qetober, have been re—
dz

A Liberator dropped bosbhbs on IND JIUA with pegative results.
karine Coraaira bombed installations on RABELTHUAP ISLAND.

The following strikes by CINCPAC aireraft en Z1 Oetober; have been
reported:

Airfield and other installations at IU0 JIVA were bombed by 28 Lib-
erators. Our bombers destroyed 2 of 8 intercepting enemy fightera, prob-
ably shot down one and damaged another. Sixtesn escarting Thunderbolts
shot down one enesy plans. We lost one Liberator, AA fire encountered was
moderate with varded accuracy.

Twelve Corsalrs, supporting ground operations, bosbed enemy positions
on FELELIU. Two Army Liberators dropped bombs on YAFP ISLAKD.
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The following additional strikes by CINCPAC alraraft on 16 Oetober,
have boen reported:

Marine Corsairs besbod and strafed the nirfleld st TAP and set on fire
two prounded enemy aircraft,

The runway and other installations on ROTA were strafed by 2 night-
flring Helleats,

Orn 19 Cetober; & Army Liberators boanbed Installations on YAP ISLAMND.

A reconraissance plane on 21 Cotober, dropped bonbs en gun emplacesents,
south of YAF TOUN, YAP ISLAND, with uncbserved results,

The subsarine SEADRAGON, operating in the Westers Faclfle, reported
scorlng two torpeds hits on an eneay carrier. Further infersation is not
avallable at this time,

The escort carrisr SANGANOH (CVE-25), operating in the LEYTS GILF area,
sustalned slight damace from & amall bonb hit.
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Regraded Unclassified




COMINGH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

LA AMTIENE DF T CORMMAMDER M CHIEF
HAYY DEPARTMENT
WARHINGTON 23, D. &,

4 pams 21 Ootobar 1944,

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC

Further information received relative to the U, 5, destroyer
RO8S (DD-563), which struck twoe mines on 19 Ootober, indicates that both l
have besn flooded to the waterline, Her stability is reported
good with the list corrected to five dagress. The ROSS was later attack-

ed by a plane and & near-miss caused several holes. Twenty-thres of the
parscnnel are killed or missing and mime injured,

The heavy Australian cruiser, MISTRALIA, opsrating in the LZYTE

fmm,mtdmlhitnnhrmmiqldﬂnlttukmu

| OQutobar, Ome officer was killed, Commodors Collins, the commanding
officer, the mavigating officer, plus four othars were sarlously injured,

| The bridge is out of commission and the vessal is using emergency steer—

| 4ing. PFurther details aro not avallable at this time,

During dawn sweeps snd first strikes, on 21 October, by Task
Groups 38,2 and 38.3, against the VISATAS, the followlng results weras
achieved: One previously dasaged A, one coamstal AK, one 100-foot escort
vessel, four PT wers sunk and an unreported mmber of amsunition barges
destroyed., Two medium AK, 2 luggers were damaged., Thirteen anemy air-
craft were shot down and 37 destroyed on the ground., A mumber of the
grounded planes had been previously dsmsged, We lost thres Plmes,
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On LEYTE cur troops wers reported generally 1,000 to 1,400 yards
inland, with resistance fairly light.

At 9:30 &.m., 20 Cetober, U. 5. Amy troops landed at the north
end of PANAON ISLAND, PHILIFPINE ISLANDS., Enemy oppositicon wan reported
light.

During the LEYTE landing operations, enemy mortar fire damaged
& mumbar of our 13T's and landing craft. One IOVP was sunk, Further
information is not available at this time,

oeT
M k103 poma, 20 Bephember, the light cruiser HONOLULU (CL-LE),
operating in LEYTE QLF, was struck and damaged on the port side andd-
ships by & Japanose serisl torpeds. The vessel was reported down four feet
by the bow, but on an even keel. It i estisated that the HONOLULU wlll be
able to procesd to the pearest repalr port on 21 October.

On 20 October, plares of Task Group 38.L swept over LETTE and
the NMECRCS ISLANDS. One eneny plane was shot down and five grounded
planes strafed at ELBU FIELD, Installations at SAN FABIOD snd DULAG were
bombed. T lost one fighter plarme in combat.

Regraded Unclassified
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'
The following strikes on 18 Ootober by CinlPac areraft have
been reported:

13 Mitohells hit NAUED AA positions and Tunways. Uodarate and
aceurate AA fire was encountered.

12 Corsalrs sttacked PONAFE runways, storage areas and AL poai-
tions, 2 small fires were cboerved in the storsge areas.

14 Corsairs bombed and strafed WOTJE, Ko AA fire mas sncountered.

12 Corasirs attacked targets at JALUIT, starting & amall explosion
mnd a large firs, Two Corssiras sustained minor damage from intense and
sccurate AA fire.

Thunderbolts bozbed and strafed the stores area at FAGAN,

19 Liberstors struck enemy shipping in the vieinity of HAHAJIMA,

soored 2 direct hits on an oiler and cne on & large freighter. AA fire
de=aged 3 Liberators.

Regraded Unclassified
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A later and findl report of the 19 Octobar strike on the MANILA
BAY Area by Task Group 38.4 indicates the following results:

Enesy Surface Units Mrtom

|

& Destroyed Destroyed Dasaged
ﬁ 6 medium AE ] - =
1 Large AX
2 large AP
1 pedium AP
1 medium AD
18
Gro - Flangs Own Alrcraft Losses
4
stroyed  Destro Dmmaged Combst Cperationsl
E'_}‘_{Iht-h_pn‘rt% {Wot reported)

The feregoing tabulation supersedes the 19 October Task Group 38.4
report mantiomed in this morning's summary.

on 18 Detober, miroraft of Task Group 38.2 (2 ¢V, 2 CVL; 2 BB,
5 CL, 17 DD) attacked MORTHERN LUZDN ARZA with the fellowing results:

Eneny Surface ;!rg,u _%EM—
o WP ?ﬁm MEFF 5'1“—“"5 n: r.p«nﬁ"flﬂ

2 medium AF 1 cocastal & 1 DE

1 PC 2 luggers 2 medium AKX
3 small AK
17 coastal AK
1 landing ship
28 small craft
1l small K

Grounded 1] Own Adrcraft Losses

stroyed E%WM N“W}M

The following additional strikes by CinCPas gircraft on 17 Ootober
have bean reported:

Eight Avengers scored nits and demaged plers at MILLE,
A Liberator dropped bombs on the grfield area at IN0JIMA.

=1347=
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On 18 October, alrcraft of Task Group 38.1 (2 CV, 2 CVL, 3 CA,
11 M) attacked the MANILA AREA, LUZDN ISLAND, with the following resulte:

DI SRPACE UNITS Col R T —
i jeew Eed hgant e

_— OWN o AfOLOSSES
¥
De d Destroyed Damaged ﬁﬂgug
of 15 Nona L WF

Installaticons at MASALACAT and CLARX airfisld wers dazaged.

The following day, the same task group again swept owver the
MANTLA AREA with the following results:

Barracks, hangars and other installations at CLARE and NICHOLS
girfields were destroyed or damaged. .

On 19 October, alrcraft of Task Group 38.4 (2 CV, 2 CVL, 1 CA
1 CL, 12 DO) struck the LANTLA AREA, LUZON ISLAND, with the following results:

. BNRNY SURFACE UMITS ATRBRNE ENRMY A
Frobably
z 6 medium AX : i =
4 mmall JK
2 large AP
1 medium AP
2K

=1345
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On 18 October, sireraft of Task Group 38.4 (Rear Admiral Davisen),
marﬁ-w'-ﬂmudmﬂ, CVL's BELLEAD WOOD and SAN

JACINTO, the CA NEW ORLEANS, CL BIIOXT and 12 DD's, struck the MANILA AREA,
LUZE, with the following results:

—BEcsmsoge o amewgmecmowr
Plociirg ary o PToies o Doy PP Jmme

L medium AX sediua AK englne planes engine engine plane
1 1 large &0 1 t-'ll.nl-ﬂ’;gi.m. planes 5
plane

In sddition, a large fusl tank &t CLARK FIZLD was destroyed
and a musber of hangars and small buildinge damaged,

it wbout 1:35 a.a., 19 October, the U, 5. destroyer ROSS (DD-563)
struck two mines in the GULF of LEYTE, FHILIFFINES, The vensssl sustadnsd
extenslve damage, took a 14 degree list and ls unable to operate under her
own power. The prospects for salvage are reported as good,

————— On 15 October, & reconnaissance plane dropped bombs with unchserv-
od results on gun emplacesants south of TAP TOWN, TAF ISLAND. Meager and
insccurats AL fire wan encountered,

During 18 October, NORTHERN SOLOMONS air snd surface units mads
regular strikes on targets of cpportunity.

On 17 October, a FBAY probably dasaged one of two enemy PT boats
in TOLI TOLI BAY, northwest CELEEES,
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It is stated that an cir striie on 13 Octobar by Task Group 38.1
(Vice Admirnl MeCain) destroyed an BO-foot patrol boat off the Horthern tip
of SAETANG ISLAND, as also five single-engine planes on BASCO FIZLD, BATN
ISLAND, Southeast LUZCH, FHILIPFINES.

On 14 Ootober, 15 Army Liberstors bosbed the NORTH MOEN alrfield on
TRIK. An intercepticn was attempted by three unaggressive single—engine

enemy fighters.

On 15 October, just before down, an Army Liberator struck the dis-
porgal area and south sirfield on IND JIMA. Thers was no Ad fire.

Lator in the day, IO JILA was hit by 27 Arsmy Liberstors whose tar-
gots wore the airfield instalistions, storage areas and gun positions.
The AA fire was moderate. Seven single-engine and one twin-engine snemy
fighters speressively pressed home an interception with phosphorous bombas,
It is reported that one of these fightera wns probably destroyed with three
damaged,

The submarine U.5.5. TIIEFISH (55-307), returning from & war patrol
iy the NETH FACIFIC area, reports the sinking of thres enemy fighters, one
patrol oraft and ons tradler.

During the period 16-17 October, enemy targeto on HORTIDEN CHOLSEUL
and EASTERN DOUGATIVILLE were shelled by mobteor torpedo boats.

=L342=
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After further evakation but still an incomplete report, Cosmander,
Third Fleet reports the following damage inflicted upon the enemy during
the perded 10 October through 16 October:

Eneny plones shot down - 255
(By aireraft in vicinity of surface forces)

Enemy planes shot down by ships A4 fire - LD
Eneny planes shot down over targets = 269
Estlnated enemy planes destroyed on ground - ;%

A rovision of the results of Third Fleet's carrler air strikes of
12 October against PORMCSA indicates the fellowing total damaps to enesy
shipping as reported to this date:

Surfnce ts
Sunk

?ﬁmu AE 2 o 1 ﬁe AK
T aedium AK & madium AK & medium AK
9 mall AK 6 small AK 22 s=all AK
27 saall eraft 5 coastal AK 1 largs AF
8 subchagers 2 KO 11 subchasers
2 constal AK 5 subchasers L9 small craft

1 mineswseper 1 large AD

4 sall sscorts 11 coastal AX

1A

Cur total losses for the air strikes of 12 October as of this date are:

AR LOSSES FILOT A PENSONWEL 1OSTES
SRy OFERTIONAL ELLOTS EERSONNEL
&3 H o | a

Further evaluation indicates that additional damage has been inflicted
on railwnys, airfields, storage facilities, factories and barracks areas.

Regraded Unclassified




COMiNCH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEI'I'

¢ NS OF THE

HAVY DIF.I\!"I‘HINT
WASHINGTON I8, D, C,

mlf T 9 a.me 17 Cetober 1544,

9 SOUTH AMD CENTHRAL PACTFIC {Cmt'd-:'

On 16 Oectober, at 2245, the U.5.5, BESUGO (55-321) intercepted two
heavy Jap eruisers sortiing from BIWOO SUIDO, in the EFIRE. She re-
ports damaging one cruiser and when last nh:nmd both eruisers wore re=

turning to port.

On 15 October, in the afternoon, the airfield at PAGIYN wes bombed
by an Army Liberator.

During the night of 15 October, 2 Liberators attacked TAME.

On 16 Cetober, Army Thunderbolts strafed and bosobed the storape and
runway areas on RGAN ISLAUMD. & Liberator also bosbed the airfisld on PAGAN

tida day.

Earine Corsairs strafed enemy antiaireraft positions and personnsl at
ROTA, on 16 October.

NGULU ATCLL, 180 miles mortheast of PELELIU was eaptured without enesy
realstance on 16 October.

The U.3.3. MINGO (53-261), returning from a war patrol in the CELIBES,
reports ainking by gunfire on 2 Oetober, I armed enemy trawlers totalling
900 tons.

During the night of Li=15 October, motor torpedo boats destroyed enesy
barges northeast of MOROTAI. Motor :.urpﬂdp boats from WOENDI strafed the
beaches at CAFE 30RI and WAREM.

=1339-
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During 16 October, idmiral Malsey, commander of the Third Fleet, re—
ports that Japanese fleet units were sighted approaching the ares in whieh
Task Oroup 30.3 (comprised of surface units assigned to escort the crippled
U.5.5, HOUSTOW (CL-81) and the U.5.5. CANBERRA (CA=70) were steaming, but
on discovering that our Iighting strength was unimpaired the Jap flest avolded
action and withdrew toward thelr bases,

Task Group 38.4 (Rear idmiral Davis), while operating near Task Group
30.3, shot down during 1i=15 October, 95 out of 151 ensmy planes which cure
ing day and night had maintained & continuous attack. Our losses during this
engagement were five fightera in combat and two fighters cperationally,

n 16 October, the U.5.5. CABOT (CVL-28) and U.5.5. COVPENS (CVI-25)
which ships were also providing air cover for Task Group 30.3, destroyed
in the air, 50 out of &0 enemy planes of nll classes in their attempts to
Linally destroy the "HOUSTON® and SCANBERHAR.

On 16 Coctober, patrol planss and the cosbat air patrcls of Task Group
38.2 (Hear Admiral Bogan) and Task Group 38.3 (Rear Adnirsl Shersan) de-
stroyed 15 enemy plones of different classes.

Further details are now avallsble concerning the results of some of the
Third Fleet carrier sireraft attacks on POAMOSA on 12-13-1L October. At
TADNAM, the nirfield was hard hit snd seven hangars were completely destroyed
and five heavily damaged. Several buildings in ths barracks area were also
destroyed.

At TAKAOQ, the harbor area received severe dasage, Thirty large ware-
houses along the dock area were completely destroyed; ships were sunk in the
harbor; heavy damage was inflicted in the industrial area. The airfield at
TAKAD was heavily hit and several adjacent bulldings were damaged.

The ORAYAMA airfield and assembly plants, many shops, administrative
buildings and hangars were destroyed or damaged.

At HEITC, approcimately 15 miles inland from TAEAD, fourteen bulldings
near the airfield were conpletely destroyed and elght were heavily damaged.
At another airfield near HEITD, [ive barracks wore destroyed.

-1338-
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Late reports to cover the afterncon of 16 Ootober (B.L.T.)
indicate that the USR5 HOUSTON (CL-81) is still baing towsd despite scme
dificulty becmse of a starboard list, which has increased approximate-
1y to 10 degrees. At the ti=s of the report, she was making good threugh
the water three knots, with the expectaticn that that speed might be
upped to 34 knots. ALl but 200 of her crew have been rescved to other
ships in the task group, It is stated that no additicnal attacks by
sneny aireraft have been made sinse the HOUSTON was hit by sn enomy
bomber whose torpede hit forward of her starbosrd catapult. It would
appear that the CVL CABCT is in the task group sscorting the damaged
"HOUSTON®, and her combat slr patrol is reported to have shot down 9
enemy bombars during the afterncon of 16 Ootober.

On 1l October, fighter alreraft from Task Oroup 38.4 (Rear
Admiral Davison, composed of the CV'e FRANKLIN and ENTERFRISE, CVL's
BELIEAD WOOD and SAN JACINTD, the CA NEW ORLEANS, CL BILOLT and 12
DD's) struck APARRI, north LUZON, and destroyed cn the ground 3 sisgle
and 2 twin-engined planes, represerting the total operaticnsl aireraft
cbserved. The snemy of fared no airborns epposition,

This task group, on the merning of 15 Oetober, launched a
heavy attack against the airfields in the vicinity of WANTLA BAY,
Aggressive attacks were made on ouwr aireralt by an estimated total of
50 enemy fighters, With a loss to us of only 2 fighters, it is estimat-
ed thet 30 to 40 enemy planes wers kmocked out in the air and 15 to 20
planas destroyed on the ground,

Adreraft from this group also delivered attacks on concentra-
tions of enemy shipping in MANTLA HAREOR and SUBIC BAY. The results of
these shipping sttacks have not besn reported,

In the vicinity of the surface ships of this Task Group, 310
enamy planes were shot deown, Our ships mufferesd only supsrficial
damage.
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The following ajir strikes were made by CIMCPAC airecraft on 13 October:

A Navy seeplane, during the night, bombed NAURU, and possibly damaged
a searchlight.

Corsairs from the 4th Marine Aireraft Wing, bombed heavy antiaircraft
positions and the power plant at JALUIT, The enemy's accurate flak was light
and inflicted minor damge on one of our planes. A fuel dump was set on fire
on the island.

MILIE was hit by 12 Marine Corsairs whose targets were coastal defense
guns. There was no opposition from the enemy.

On 13 October, motor torpeds boats from the NCRTH SCLOMONS group, struck
at enemy targets on BOUGAINVILIE and NEV IRELAND, Motor torpedo bosts from

TREASURY ISLAND bombarded CHOISEUL. Other motor torpedo boats strafed the
GAZEILE PENINSULA on 12 October,

-1336~
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During the night of 13-14 October, strong enemy alr counter-attscks
ware deliversd againat task force #38 (Vice idniral Mitscher) of the Third
Fleet, oparating in the area off FORIDSA. It wam during these attecks that
the U.5.5. CANZERRA (CA=T0), wos torpedoed and taken in tow. During these
attacks, 13 enemy alreraft were ahot out of the adr by our own fiphters
and seven by antiaireraft fire.

Conmencing at dawn, on 14 Oetober, carrier aiveraft of the Third Flaet
struck againot enemy installstions on FOMUOSA and LUZOH. Little alr opposi-
tionm mes encountered over the target. Preliminary peports indicate, eleven
eneny alreraft were shot down and thirly were destroyed on the ground.

In mid-afterncen of 1i October, our forves were atiacked by numerous
aingle and twin-engined enemy planes. The cozbat alr patrel of Task Group
38.2 (Rear Admiral Bogan), shot down 28 of these afrcreft and two wore de—
stroyed by antialrcraft fire. It is stated that othar tosk groups were also
under deylight attacks snd that many Jap planes were imocked dovn, but the
total is not kmown as yet. Our plane lcsses so far have been 1ight.

Dyring the afternoon attack, 1 Octcber, the U.5.5, REND (CL=95) was
set on fire by an enemy plane which had been shot domn by her antiaircraft
fire and which ricocheted onto her fantail, The fire ws quicidly brought
under control. In the dusk attack of 14 Cetober, the U.5.5. HOUSTON (CL-d1)
which was oporat with Task Oroup 38.1, was torpedoed end taken in tow by
the U,3.3, BOSTON (CA-£9). The "HOUSTON® received o second torpede in her

stern on + Task Groups 32,2 (Rear Adoiral and 33.2 (Rear
Adairal y drove off their attacks on 14 Cetcber|without damape to
themaelves, SHEErM8L)

During 1i October, the lst Marine Division continued operations against
the enemy pocket holding out on PELELIU. Several more caves were sealed off,

The assault and ocoupation phase of PEIELIU and ANGAUR terminated 1L
Ootober, at noon.

a8 of 1800, 1 October, casualties of the lot Uarine Divisien en FEIELIU
were: EIA, 842, WIA, 4963, MIA, 126, A total of 29, prissners have been
captured and elvilians interned nusher 13, Enemy killed to-date, 10,L47. The
casunlties of the Slet Infantry Ddvision on ANGAUR were: KIA, 233, TIA, 1664,
UIi, 1h. FPrisoners of war total 11 and eivilians interned musber 182, Enemy
killed to-date on ANOAUR is 11%2.

-1335
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During the night of 11 October, northwest of MOROTAI, two beached
barges wore dastroyed by motor torpedo boats., The fellowing night, oneay
defensive positions in the same vicinity were strafed.

The followlng strikes were reported for 1l October by alreraft of
Adrdral Ni=ite'! command:

The caves and storage areas on PAGLN ISLAND were bocbed ond strafed
by 24 Army Thunderbolts,

The airfisld on MAROUS ISLAND wns struck by 3 Libarators. The enemy
flak was moderate.

During the night, 2 Liberators attacked [IAKE ISLAND.

=133~
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Task Groups of Task Force 38 wers reported under oontimsous alr
attack about 145 miles sast of FORMOSA. The light crulser HOUSTON (cL~81)
and the heavy ¥rulser CANEERRA (CA=70) were torpedoed. The torpedoing

of the CANEERRA was reported in this corning's sussary,

H
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During 13 Qctober, slaments of the lst Marine Mviglon, supported
by sireraft, continued eperations against the remaining snesy posket of
resistance on PELELIU with some progress in the north snd an advance of
about 150 yurds in the scuthwest ssctor of the perimetsr,

Elssenta of the 8lst Mvision continued to reduce the remaining
mmall pocket of enmmy reslstance on the northwest of ANGAUR ISLAMND,

The attack and occcupation phase of PALAU and ANGAUR ISLANDS ias
mow terminsted. Casualties reported as of 13 October: lst MarDiv -
KIA B39, WIA 4,538, MIA 126, Slst Division - KTA 230, WIA 1,647, MIA
1i. Enesy idlled on PEIELIV = 10,411 and 290 ceptured. On ANGAR,
1,175 have been kdlled snd 11 captured.

Corsairs, in addition to bombing and strafing targets on BABELTHUAP
ISLAND, demaged or sank 28 barges, 8 motor lmunches, Z small boats and
& boathouse

The U35 CAMEERRA (CA=TC), operating with Task Force 38, was
torpedoad about 130 miles sast by south of TAITO, FORMOSA, The vessel
has been taken in tow, Purther detalls ars not avallable at this tisas,

0n 11 October, o PELY destroyed a small freighter in SAN PEDRD
EAY, PHILIPFINES. Another dmaged s small vesssl in the vicindty of
BASTLAN ISLAND, MINDANAD.

During 11 October, two Libarators dropped bosbs on WAKE ISLAND,
The following strikes on 12 Cotober by CinCPac alreraft have besn
repartedy

BOTA gun positions were attacked by 50 Marine Corsairs. Light AA
fire damaged one Corsalr,

Twenty-four Army Thunderbolts attacked the building area on PAGAN
ISLAND. AA fire was meager. The lsland was later bombed by Army Libera-
tors.

Three Army Liberators bombed MARCUS ISLAMND, encountering meager AL
Iire,

Six Army Liberators over HAHAJIMA sank a small fredghter 20 mdles
south of the laland,

Ninsteen irsy Liberstors bombed CHICHIJIMA shore installations and
amall shipping in the srea, Moderate Ak fire slightly dmaged 1 Liberator.
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ﬁ The following tabulation, based on incomplete reports, represents
rosults of Task Foros 38's strile against FORMOSA on 12 and 13 Ootober:
Enemy A/C

m A Destroyed o AT
Beprm B e
Hany othars

strafed but
did pot burn.

1 mine sweapar 25
2 mall sscorts

FORMCSA and the PESCAINRES wers thoroughly bombed, our attacks concen—
trating on sircraft installsticns, wtilities, ship fecilities, warshouses and

oil dusps.
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28 Corssirs sttacked JALUIT Ak gan positicns and power plank, Varied
4h fire shot down oos Corsslr, but the pilot was rescusd.

20 Corsairs sttasked WOTJE through light, meagsr snd inaccurate AA
fire,
el T riaR NE S
PACI F e SUB N o rine TREPANG damaged o battleship with one torpedo hit
ard sank & destroyer about 137 miles southwest of TORDEALA. The previcus day,
the THEPANG had sunk & tanker.

The submarice FAOD returned from patrol of the FLORES SEA and
reported as follows:

ﬁ = 4,000 tons W}.m tons

, tons total

The submarine DARTER, operating in BALABAC STRAIT, scored three
torpedo hits in two tankers.
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and ope crewsan were lost oparationally.

During 12 Octobar, slaments of the First Marine Division comtimisd
wdnw-n-;mw-m-ummmmmmnmwm.
Acmmmmﬂm.mumwﬂ.

On ANGAR, th-!J.-t-mu-iunmmh-:puudm'hum
repnants confined to an ares 1507 yards square, An enemy plane dropped 4 bosbe
on ANGAUR without damage, Our PALAU casualtiss: 1st MarDiv - KIA B&4, WIA
5991, MIa 227. Hlst Div - KIA 224, WIA 1632, MTA 14, On PELELIU, 10,391
of the enemy have been killed and 25 captured. Om ANGATH, 1,174 have baen
kllled and 11 captured.

Corsairs, operating in the FELELIU JEEA and over the north and
wastern coast of BABELTHUAF, park seven barges, ten motor driven bosts and
one 7T5=foot boat.

0n 11 October, & reconnalssance plane shot down & medium snesy
bomber about 570 miles northmwest of SATPAN. Another recce plane shot down &
medium bomber 110 miles northeast of CHICHLJIMA. Another recce plane failed
to return, after being attacked by sosmy plmes.

m:uummtmmu.mmmmmmn.n
aﬁwmm-m.muummumanna-ﬂ
other installations in TRUK ATOLL., The first sectios of this flight encounter-

od meager AL fire, The sscond sncountersd no AL fire. Thres to four anasy
fightars unsuccessfully intercepbed,

The following strikes for 11 October have besn reporteds

mmmu-mmmmrmmmmw
and started a mumber of fires,

umwmmmmtu night . Later, 12 Mitchells
lttﬁtdtth and AA positions through heavy, moderats, but lnaccurate
AL L

m-umm;ﬂ-wmum“nﬂmxdww
Daurtlegs through soderate and inacourats AL fire.
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7 m.m, 13 October 1944,

FelRmos & ZUTH R CRNTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd,)

A prelisinary report frem the Cossander 3D FIEET indicates the
Iulll;r.lm results wors achleved by Task Force 33 in its strike against FORMOSA
on Ootober:

Adroraft Mreraft Dastroyed
Shot Down OnOroued
o o,
2 um A 7 sedium AK 1, 97
12 small AKX 10 small AX

In addition, hits were scored on oil dumps, warshousss snd other
port installations, At HEILD, the adrfield buildings were largely destroyed,

Throughout the evening and night of 12 October, surface units of
Tu?mﬂmmﬂnhmﬂmu-mwphus,mh?:jﬂ
pem, until 2;00 a.m,, contimiously but unsucoesafully attacked by groups of
frem 2 to & enesy planes, A musber of torpedo wakes were observed. Our
night fighters shot dewn three snoopers, and Ak guns of Task Group 38,2
shot down edpht. Ho dazage to any of our surface units frem enesy sction
has been reported. Ome of cur destroyers was damsged by AA fire from another
ululbm was able to continue in opsration with the task forcs,

LuES

-

preliminary report indicates that the fighter swesp by planes of
Task Foree 38 over AFPARRI, north coast of LUZDN, encountered no alrborme
oppesition. From 10-15 speay planes on the ground wers destroyed, Fires wers
started among bulldings snd other installstions.
O AR
The following repressnts & revissd report of the OEINANA strike on
10 Qetober by Task Force 38;

1lDE 10 small ships 1 L

& =idget 33 9 small craft B8 AK

L AE 10 small shipas

1l s=all &0 Many luggers, barges,

25 small ships shnpans

41 mmall oraft & barges

Twanty-three snemy planes were shot down, and inccmplete photographs

show 57 grounded planes destroyed and 37 dasaged,

In addition, thres hangars, three fuel dusps, coe assunition dusp,
many barracks, warehouses and cther tulldings were destroyed, The north-
wowt snd of CNO YAMA ISLAND and the north shore of NAHA inner harbor wore
devastated by fires and explosions, Much dmage was cmsed to other installa-
tions, We lost B planes, 5 pilots and } crewman in cosbat. Six planes
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é?;“' i AND L F IC (Conttd

A
& 0n 11 October, slements of the Slst Infantry Division, landed on
BATRAKASERU ISLAND, in the PALAU ISLANDS. No opposition was encountered,

The lst Marine Division continued to make alow but steady progreas
againet the remaining pocket of enemy resistance on Hloody Nose Fidge.
A mmber of hills end caves have boen selzed and & large munitions dump
exploded,

The £lst Division on ANDAUR ISLAND continued to clean up eneny
resnants,

Our casunlties, lsk MARDIV: KIA, 858, WIA, 4533, MTA, 228, £lst
DMvision: KIA, 220, WIA, 1530, MIA, 14, 28, Japanese have boen captured
on PELELTU and 11 on ANGAWR. On FELELIU, 10,305 af the enemy have been
killed and 1155 on ANGAUR.

During 11 Cetober, Corsairs scored hita on BABELTHUAP ISLAND air
strip and taxiimays. In addition, 11 barges, & motor driven boats, two
whaleboats in GAMLLANGEL and NGATPANG BAYS, west and scuthwest BaBELTHUAP
ISLAND, were strafed.

=1327=
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4 pem,s 11 October 19GkL.

SOUTH AND CLNT PACTFIC d

During 10 October the First Mardne [Mvislon on PELELIU ISLAND
pooupied a lill and a number af caves near (REVRBHOGOL HOUNTAIN in &n
effort to reduce the remaining enemy pocket of realstance.

The 3¥lat Infantry Battalien of the 2lst Ddwislon completely
cleared the enesy from GARAEAYD ISLAND in the SOUTHEEN PALAU IHLANDS.
The island is now beins ergenized as an cutpost.

Flementa of the #lst Division continued to reduce remaining
remnants of JAPAMESE Troops on ANGAUR.

Qur casualtiss as of 10 October: First Mardiv, MIL B30, WIA L34,
NTA 227, Hlst Div, XTA 221, WIA 160, ¥IA 13, On PELELIU 234 of Lhe
enemy hove been captured and 11 on ANGAUR, 1256 of the enemy have been
killed on FELELIU and 11565 on ANGAUR.

On 10 October Corsairs strafed § barges and L snall boats off the
enst and northeast coasts of BABELTHUAP.

faring the nicht of 7 Cctober a Liberator dropped bembs on TAKE
ISLAND with unobserved results.

During the sase night five Liberstors dropped bomba on M0 JIMA.
Yo anti-sireraft {ire was encountered.

Regraded Unclassified
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" SOUTH AND CENTRAL FAC Contid,
¥

During § October, Corsairs bombed UMURBROGOL MWIUNTAIN, FELELIV I.S'_:'\III.
damaged four oil dumps, ten trucks, two warchousea in the GAMLTYNGEL ARER,

and strafed aix barges and three motor boats in NGATPANG BAY, BABELTHUAF
ISLAND,
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I p.m. 10 Octobar 196L.

S0UTH AMND CENTRAL PACIFIC

A preliminary report indicetes thw following results wore achieved by Task
Foree 38 in ite strike against OKINANMA, NANSEI SHOTO on 10 October.

SUNE FROBAHLY SUNE DAMAGED

1 sub tender 2 modium freighters 3 medluz freighters
1 destroyer 1 medium tanker 6 small freighters
1 mineswoeper 4 soall freighters Z nmall tankers

2 padium freightors 7 small coastal freightera Many amall eraft

2 mall frelghters 9 ==all eraft

5 azall coastal freighters 1 destroyer (beached)

9 luggers

A number of small craft

In addition, fourteen enesy planes were shot down and at least seventy-Iive
burned on the ground. Buifldings all over OEINAMA and sdjodning islands were set on
fire, . ur eircraft losses wore light.

Due to weather and alert anti-snoopsr patrols, the approach was undetected and
& tactical surprise was achieved. A reconnaissance [ighter sweep ant four strikes
mere ompleted.

At 5:45 P.M. 9 October the auxiliary store ship ANTIGUA collided with the 35
Z. he CHRISTENSON about 115 miles northeast of Honolulu. The ANTIOUA was reported
badly damaged and assisting vessels are standing by.

- L3R =
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Later reports recelved Indicate that the bombardment of MANCUS IAxD
by Task Group 30.2 (3 CA, & OD), on 9 Cctcber, was completed with no damage
to our personnel or to owr shipa.

During 8 October, the lst Larine Division on FELELIU, launched a co-
ardinated attack againgt WASHROGOL MOUNTAIM, supported by Corsairs. It
vas reparted that some progress was made, Mopoing up of ANGIUR TSLAND by
the Blst Mvision econtimues.

On 9 Cctober, one company from the 3Zlst Infantry, Slst Division, landed
on GATAKAYO ISLAND, dn the SOUTHERN PALAU I1SLANDS. A beachhead was secured
againat 1ittle opposition and patrols are advancing inland.

Cammlties reported as of § October, lat KARDIV: KIA Bh4, WIA LELS,
MIA 232, total, 5521, 6lst Division: KIA 221, WIA 1564, MIA 13, total,
128, A total of 10,222 of the enesy have bees killed on FELELIU and 1158
on ANGAIE. 217 Japanese have been captured on FELELTU and 11 om AIGAUR «

The following additional strikes on & Celober have been reported:

2 Army Liberators bonbed MARCUS ISIAKD with uncbserved reaults. No Ak
fire was encountered.

The following strikes on 9 October have been reported:

WAKE ISLAND was bombed by 3 Army Liberators which encountered meager il
fira.

TIOJD airfield and AAL positions were hit by 18 Army Liberators through
soderste Ak fire. About 6-8 enesy fighters were sncountered and of these two
were ahot down and two damaged.

m--mmmmdmmmdthmwm::nmdw
ported as follows:

2K DALAGED

1A 7,500 tons 1 00 Komiese class 1,300 tona
1 AK 4,000 tons
1 DD 1,200 tons
1 OD (Kamikaze class)l,300 tons
1 large patrol ves. 1,000 tons
1 misc. vessel 100 tons
1P

s Y00 vone
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UNITED STATES FLEET
R ADSUANTING OF THE ol ANTHER 18 CHILP
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 88, 0. €.

9 a.m. 9 October 194k.

ITH CENTRAL FACTFIC 'd

The suboarine SAWFISH on 8 Coctobar, sank & large unescorted tanker about
A0 miles northwest of LUZCH.

The submarine ASFRD, cperating west of LUZOM, sank a medium tonker and
a medium freighter on 2=3 October. On & Detober, the ASFRO possibly sank
a large tanker and on 7 Cctober, sank a large freighter.

On 6 October, the submarine WHALE attacked a large convoy and sank a large
tanker about 150 miles northwest of LUZCH.

The submarine SEAHORSE, asslsting the THALE, sank a Hibilki eclass destroyer
engaged in rescuing survivors.

=1322-
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& 9 a.m, 9 October 1944.
# SOUTH AND CENTH t'd

A& CIICFAC pross comsunique indicates that the scheduled bombardment
of MARCUS ISLAMD, by Task Group 30.2 (3 CA, & DD) was completed on 9 October.
It was reported that conslderable damage was inflicted upon enemy installs-
tiona and that the greater part of the coast defense batteries were silenced.

The following additional strike for & October has besn reported:

8 Mitchalls bosbed the runways and AA Installstions at NAURD,

The following strikes for 7 October have been reported:

11 Coraairs bombed MILIE, No AL [ire was sncountered.

JALUIT inatallations were hit by 34 Corsairs. No AA fire was encountered,

14 Corsairs attacked heavy AL instaliations on JALUIT through light, medius
but inaccurates AL fire.

HReconnaissance Liberators bombed MARCUS ISIAND through heavy AL fire.
In addition, near missss were scored on two mmall freighters north of MARCUS
I3,

Two Liberators dropped bombas on TAKE ISIAND with unreported resulta.
The following strikes for 8 October were reported:

Three Liberators bombed the airfield and radic station areas on PAGAN
ISLAD, Later, the area was again attacked by Army Thunderbolts.

One of elght Marine Corsaira on a reconnaissance mission over ROTA ISLAND
was ahot down by moderate and scourate 20 millimeter AA fire,

The headjuarters and magazine areas on TARCA, were bombed by 12 Corsairs.
Light,-inaccurste and meager AA fire was encountered,

The submarine REDFIN returned from patrol of the DUTCH EAST INDIES after
sinking one tanker (5,000 tons) and two miscellanecus wessels (100 tons). In
addition; one 5,000 ton tanker and a miscellansous vessel of 200 tons were

damaged.

The sulmarine BASHAW returned from patrol of the SULU SEA after sinking
& large freighter of about 7500 tons and destroying a 200 ton supply vessel
by gunfire.

=1321-
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On FELELIU ISLAND, the lst Marine Division supported by artillery and
tanks made some progress in their attack against enemy positions on [RAF-
EROGOL MOUNTAIN. On ANOAUR, the Blst Division eontinues mopping up opera-
tiona.

Our casualties as of 7 October: lst MARDIV: KIA 779, WIA 4685, MIA
255, total 5729. Blst Divisdon: KIA 262, WIA 1518, MIA 13, total 1793,
POIMs on PELELIU 214, ANCAUR 10. On FELELIU a total of 10,083 of the enemy
have boen killed and 1128 on ANGALR.

COn T October, Corsairs attacked willages on SOUTHIEST BABELTHUAP, damaged
28 trucks, two ammunition dunps, five supply dumpe, nine fuel dumps and two
build-‘lngi Seven barges and three boats in the vieinity of KOMEBATL LAGOOH
wares st wd,

On & October, 14 Liberators bombed MOEN airfield installationa in TRUK
ATOLL. AA fire was meager and three or four enemy fighters risdng to inter-
cept, were ineffective,

The following strikes on & October by CINCPAC aireraft have been re—
ported:

& Witehells hit NAURU runways and AL positions, encountering heavy,
moderate and inaceurate Aa fire.

17 Corsairs bombed gun positions at WOTJE through light, meager and in-
acourate AL fire.

4 Corsairs hit the radar station on JALUIT and strafed other installa-
tions. No AA fire was encountered.

17 Dauntless hit the magazine and headquartiers areas on TAROA. Light,
meager and inaccurate AA fire was encountered.

Landbased aireraft contimued heavy strikes against RABALIL, during 5
Ootober, resulting in considerable destruction to installations.

During the night of L-5 October, PT's shellsd CHOISEUL BAY and NEW
INELIND targets, and strafed enesy positlons in Northern HALMAHERA.

Regraded Unclassified
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On 3 October, & reconnaissance plane attacked an enemy picket boat
840 miles northweat of SATFAN with unobaerved results.

On 5 October, a reconnaissance plene dropped bocbs en YAP gun
enplacements and air strips with unchbserved results. Meager and in-
accurate AL fire was encountered,
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&

.
& SOUTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)
|

During 5 October, slow progress was made in the reduction of the |
remaining pockets of enesy resistance on FELELIU ISLAND, A number of
prepared positions and caves were knocked out. |

mﬂm ANGAUR ISLAND, liquidation of the resaining enemy groups con-
t .

Our total casualties, as of 5 Octobery KIA 1022, WIA 6115, MIA 280,
A total of 11,043 of the enemy have been kdlled and 221 taken prisoner.

Twenty Corsairs bombed BABELTHUAF airfleld. Later, a concentration
of motor wehicles and warehouses were bosbed by 15 Corsairs,

Supply dumps in the KOR(R area were bombed by Corsairs with unreported
results.

During 4 October, a FBLY sank a amall freighter, a tug and fusl barge
southwest of MINDANAD.

The follewing missicns were completed on § Cetober, by CINCPAC air—
oraft:

Corsairs bombed PONAPE through light, medium and inaccurate AA fire.

38 Coreairs and 3 Venturas hit JALUIT. Accurate, light AL fire
caused minor damage to one Corsair,

The submsrine POMFRET, operating south of PORMOSA, sank a medium

freighter and scored two hits on & large freighter, during the night of
2 Dctober,

Regraded Unclassified
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SOUTH AND CENTHAL PACIFIC {Cont'd.}

The casualty list in the sinking of U.3.5, YUS-385, an 1 Oetobar,
unnmmrtadujmhmdud,hmhﬂym‘d.

The U.5.5. SHELTON (DE-407), torpedoed on 3 Octcber, off MOROTAL,
is now reported to have sunk. Eleven persons are dead or sissing.

&

Adr strikes reported for 2 October, are as follows:

30 miles west of CHICHIJIMA, 9 Army Liberators scored a direct hit
and many near-sisses on an AK and OE. Another comvoy of & to B small and
medium AE's in the same ares were bombed by & Army Liberators, results
nagative,

MARCUS was bombed by 2 Army Liberstors,

23} Army Thunderbolts bombed and rocketed PAGAN,

NUMA NUMA and the SHORTLAND's aren were attacked by 29 Dauntless
and 50 Corsaira, 17 Corsairs basbed RABAUL and 4l Corsairs with 10 Daunt-
lesa attacked enemy installations in NEV TRELAND.

On the night of 2-3 October, night Catalinas destroyed a 2700 ton
AE in the NORTHERN CELERES AREL,

Mr strikes reported for & Octobar were:

L9 Marine Corsairs and 3 Havy Venturas attacked JALUIT. Flak caused
minor demage to one Corsair and one Ventura.

15 Navy Dsuntless attacked MILLE, encountering no flak.

23 Ammy Thunderbolts attacked AGULJAN, 3 Army Liberators bombed
WROUS, and 3 Army Liberaters hit PAGAN,

Mﬂﬂdmm,ulhlmnuw-dmmnm.mlhrg‘
AE and DD with undetermined results,
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SOUTH AND CENTHRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On October 3, 35 miles east of CAFE SOPI, LOROTAI, USS SHELTON

(DE~407) was torpedoed by an enemy submarine, It is reported that
the ship was “abandoned". No report of casualties has been received.

On September 29, night Catalinas silenced a gun position on
AMBON, sank a lugger at AMOERANG BAY and strafed a sea truck at

BASTLAN ISLAND,

On the night of October 1-2 targets in CHOISEUL BAY,
Southeast BOUGAINVILLE, were shelled by PTs.

USS TANGIER (AV-B) was under air attack at MOROTAI on the
night of Cctober 1. One small bomb was dropped which was a near
miss. One enemy medium bomber was probably shot domm,

~1316-
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‘@‘*’ PACIFIC (Cont'd

On 2 October, 13 Army Liberators bembed TRUK, two planes being
ed by moderate AL fire, Two enemy fighters discharged asrial

damag
bonba, causing damage to one Liberator.

A single Army Liberstor, on the night of 2 October, bombed TAKE,
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] SOUTH AND CENTRA. FACIFIC (Comt'd, )
On PELELIU, commencing at Ti56 pefia, 1 Dctober, local time there
wis & two hour air alert, An ensay floatplane dropped two bosba which
caused no dasage. The U.5.5. BATILEY waas dasaged by strafing, as previously
reperted. Actlon against lsolated enemy groupa, hiding in caves, con-

tinues on FELELIU and ANGAUR, During the night 1-2 October, enemy troopa
attempting to infiltrate our lines were repulsed with heavy casualties.
Casunlties as of 1800, 2 Outober; lst MARDIV: KIA 716, WIA §3L5, MIA 270,
total, 5331; Elst DIV: KIA 228, WIA 1378, MIA 13, total, 1619, FPOWYa, 200,
Enemy kdlled to-date, 10,438. A1l Tigures for FEIELIU and ANGALR.

Sudden severe sgualls and winds caused cossstion of unloading, and
damsge to four landing craft.

On the night of 30 September - 1 Ootober, night Catalinas continmued
sweaps against enemy shipping in the ZAMBOAMGA-NCRTHERN CELEEES area,
Four small AX's were damaged and two small AK's, two barges and one
schooner sunk.

Regraded Unclassified
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(n 1 October, JALUIT mas struck by Corsairs through heavy AL fire.
One plane received minor damage.

Targets along the South and East ccasts of BOUGATEVILLE were shelled
by PT'a on 30 Septesber and 1 Cctober.

During the last two days of Septesber, night Catalinas operating in
the CELEBES-30UTH PHILIFPINES area, damaged a large tanker and two cargo
shipa.

Marine aireraft struck enemy installstions in the WIDE BAY, NEW
BRITAIN,

=1313~
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L

CENTRAL PACIFIC

¥
Tindle engnged in sweeping operstions at ULITHI, USS YMS-385

wes mined and sunk on 1 October. Casualties were described as
"sadium®,
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Slight progress was made in dislodging resmanta of the enemy hiding
out in caves on FELELIU and ANGAUR ISLAND, Our casualties repated as of
1 October: lst MARDIV: KIA 692, WIA 4151, MIA 358, @lst Division: KIA
210, WIA 1357, MIA 13, POW's 187. 9076 of the enemy have been illed on
PELELIU and 1075 on ANGAUR ISLAND,

Although the weather has moderated, surf conditions are gstill hinder-
ing unloading. It is estimated that the runways and teociiwsys on ANGAUR
airfisld will be coapleted on 20 October, Military government on ANGAUR
has been established.

On 1 Octcber, 8 Copsairs scored & hite on BAELTHUAP airstrip.

Fiftesn Liberators bombed MOEN and ETEN ISLAND, TRUE ATOLL, on 30
September, Dun to overcast results were uncbaerved. AL fire encountered
WAS MOAZOTs

om 1 October, § Amy Liberators bosbed IMCJIMA sirfield and encounterad
moderate Ak fire., Prior to reaching the target area our bosbers were inter-
copted by 2 enemy fighters and one Liberator wis destroyed. The remaining
Liberators retwmned sliphtly dasaged.

The U.5.5. BATLEY, (ENSET, operating with the 3rd Fleet, was heavily
strafed by enemy aireraft on 1 October. Three officers, six men were killed,
e officer, 19 men wounded, Extensive damage to electrical equipment was
sustained.
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The following additional strikes by CINCPAC aireraft, on 29 September,
have been reported:

o Uarine Corsairs hit MTIIE gun posdtions through meager and light AA

A night reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on TNWIMA airfield.

'I'h:: following strikes en 30 Septesber by CINCPAC aireraft have been
reported:

A aingle Liberator dropped bombs on PAGAN ISIAND. Later, Army Thunder-
balts again bosbed the area. Meager AL fire was mmmeﬂd.J

JALUIT ingtallations were basbed by Marine Corsairs. AA fire was
MERZOT .

Marine Corsairs attacked WOTJE gun positions through light AA fire.
Dauntless attacked MILLE gun positions through meager AL fire,

UWLEQLAP blockhouse area was bombed by Dauntless. No AA fire was
encountered.

Regraded Unclassified
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The following additional strikes on 28 Septesber, by CINCPAC aireraft,
have been reported;

Marine Dauntless bosbed TAROA gun positions through mesager AL fire.

A recomnalssance Catalina dropped basbs on MAURD ISLAND.

Fourteen Liberators struck airfield installations st PARAN, TRUK ATCLL.
About four aggressive enesy fighters intercepted. Uoderate but accurate
Ad fire damaged one boober.

The following missions by CINCFAC aircraft, on 29 September, have been
roported:

WOTJE gun positions were bosbed by 29 Marine Corsairs.
Twenty-threeo Thunderbdlts hit PAGAN ISLAND installations,
A Liberator bombed PAGAN ISLAND.

MARCUS ISLAND was bombed by 3 Liberators. AA fire was moderats. It
was reported that the majority of bombs missed the target.

The followling results achleved by night flying Catalinas, during the
night of 28-29 Septesber, have been reported:

One Catalina strafed a groundsd fredighter near BIO SALCEE ISLAND,
BANGGAT ARCHIFELAGD.

A Catalina destroyed a three-masted schooner near SURIGAC, MINDANAO.

One Catalina destroyed two medium freighters and six loaded barges in
DARVEL BAY, northwest BORNED, In additicn, ammmition stores ashore were
set on fire.

The submarine HARDHEAD, returned from patrol from waters east of the
PHILIFFINES, after sinking a light cruiser of the NATORI Class (5,200 tons).

Regraded Unclassified
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During the night of 27=28 September; a Catalina sank one barge, sat
on fire a T0O-ton freighter and strafed four sailboats in DOSTOENG STRAIT,
southesst CZLEBES. On the same nipght, a Catalina damaged s small freighter
at BALTKPAPAN, BORNED. Another Catalina sank a small freighter, two lugpers,
two barges and damaged & amall freighter at FOLLOC HARB(R, MINDANAD.

Cn the night of 27-28 September, FT's shellsd targets along the north-
weat coast of CHOISEUL ISLAND and the northeast coast of MEW INELAND, COther
FT'a destroyed two beached barges on the northwest tip of HALMAHERA,

The commander of expeditionary troops in the FALA cperation,on 30
September, reported that all planned objectives, except the following, have been
captured and cccupied. Isolated enamy groups continue stubborn resistance from
caves at IMURBROGOL HILL on FELELIU and in a small area pear the lake region on
northwestern ANGAUR. BHade development operations have besn initiated and can
proceed without local snemy interference.

Regraded Unclassified
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NGESERUS TSLAND, EONGAIRED ISLAND,; north snd northeast of PEIELID
ISLAND, and an unnased island east of FONGAURU have now been sscured.

During the night of 28 Septamber, o nusber of the enemy, carrying
grenades, infiltrated our lines in the Tth Marine sector on FELZLIU ISLAD
and caused some casualties. Wopplng up operatlons sre in progress sgainst some
of the epemy hiding out in caves in northern PELELIU, Little progress was
made agalrat Japanese poaltions on DMIRBROGOL HILL, whers they continue to
reslst stubbornly. E,717 have been killed and 158 captured. Our casualties
as of 1800, 29 September: lst MarDiv - KIA 656, WIA 4,035, MIA 364,

Cn ANGAIR, owr troops continued to clean up caves and pillboxes in
the pnorthwest lake regleon of the lsland., A total of 1,055 Japs have baen

killed and 5 prisoners teken. &lst Division casualtiss as of 29 September:
KIA = 165, WIA 1,176, MIA 10,

On 29 September, 16 Corsairs scored 11 hits on BABELTHURF ISLAMND
adratrip.

The submarine SKATE, operating in the waters of MANSEI SHOTO,
dazaged an unidentified ahlp on 29 Saptember,

=1307=
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At 9 am, 28 September, following a preliminary bombardsent by
artillery, Naval surface units and adrcraft, the 5th Marines, preceded by
smphibious tanks and supported by Ganeral Sherman tanks, landed on NOESERUS
ISLAD, This operation was a shore-to-shors movement,

The attack procseded against light opposition and all of the
island of KCGESEBUS, except for a mmall portion of the northern tip, was
captured, EONOARU ISIAKD, northeast of ROZSERUS, was also captured.

During 28 September, operations by other slements of the Sth
Uarinea on FELELIU ISLAND continued and by nightfall all of PELELIU was
secured but for three pockets of resistance, cne at INUREROGOL HILL, one
in the central portion of the western arm and an area at the porthoastern
end of the wm, Cur casualties on PELELTU, reported as of 28 September:
KIA 633, WIA 3,035, MIA 369, 8,450 Japsnese have boen killad and 124 taken
priscner,

On ANGAUR; elements of the Blst Division continued to reduce a
pociet of resistance st Lhe northwsst tip of the island where the enemy,
armed with sotomstic wespons, still holds out in caves ard pillboxes. Our
casualtios as of 28 September; KIA 143, WIA 1061, MIA 10. 1,030 of the
Japanese have been killed and 5 captured,

During the night of 26-27 September, a twin-sngined enesy bocber
ineffectively bombed the USS TANGIER (AVE), anchored at MOSOTAI. On the
same night, an ICI gunboat in the HALMAMERA AREA engaged and damaged two
heavily armed enemy barges.

On 27 September, a Navy Liberstor damaged a small freighter and
scored & hit on a smsll minecraft in LEWEHEH STRAIT, northeast CELZEES.

Regraded Unclassified
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On 27 Septenber, a reconnalssance plane bombed sun eaplace=
mants on YAF ISLAND with unchssrved results,

The submarine DACE, returned (rom patrol of the LUZON WATERS
1 after sinking one Asashic class DD (1,500 tons).

The submarine FLAICE sank a large transport and an escort
| |\“'"1 in the waters surrounding NANSEI SHOTO.

| |I. The submarine GUARDFISH sank a small oiler in the YELLOW SEA.

During the night of 27 September, two Amy Liberators dropped
bombs on WAKE ISLAND,

The following strilkes by CinCFac aircraft on 2B September have
been reparted:

PAGAN ISLAND installations were bosbed and strafed by 22 Army
Thurderbolt s,

18 army Liberators hit installations at CHICHIJIMA. Two
oxplosions and a fire were cbssrved. AL lire was moderste to intense.

A reconnaisssnce plene shot down a medium enemy bomber 960
ailes nortiwest of SAIPAN.

A reconnaissance plere sttacked and domged a mediun enesy
basber about 10 miles northeast of TWOJIMA.

Regraded Unclassified
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The following missions were completed by CinlPac aircraft during
the night 2L-25 September;

A Liberstor dropped bomba on WAKE ISLAND.
Aray Mitchells sttacked airfialds and gun installstions at PONAFE.

Yarirne Corsairs boabsd the ROTA runway and a radio statlion at
JALUIT.

26 jrmy Liberators attacked ETERN airfield and shipping in TRUE
lagoon. A number of near nisses on the shipping was observed. About
slx enamy fighters intercepted, but remilts of this engagement ware
not reported, Enemy AL [ire was meager.

During the night of 24-25 September, a Catalina reported destroy-
ing a medium AX off the morthern CELIEES coast. On the same night,
FT's, operating in the MOROTAI ISLAND ARZA, sank two ll0=foot barges,
a collepsible type barge and strafed & number of shoreline targets on
southeast BOUGAINVILIE ISLAMD ard on NEW IRELAND,

Catalinas, operating during the night of 24-25 Ssptember, over
/'r HCRTHERN CELEBES and SCUTHERN MINDANAD, reported the following results:

5 mediam AP 1 medium AF

le 1 small AP
iF, the night of 25-26 Saptembar, motor torpedo boats shelled
argets aleng the southsast coast of BOUGATIRVILLE ISLAND and northeast
IEW IRELAND md, in additien, tws barges wers destroyed in the MOROTAI
MEA. |

_.‘_.‘vi'-‘-“"
ﬁ The submarine 'nn:m, southwest of KYUSHU, sank a submarine tender,
mmﬂwu, o medium AD end dasaged a medium AO.

/
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1 Vg Further zains on PELELIU during 27 September pave owr troops complete
control of the island with the exception of UMURERCCOL HILL, a small
pockat on the northeastern tip and lowland east and northeast on the
western arm,/ Rapld progress was made during the day by the First Marine

~ Division, attacking in the northern sector and by Amy troops in the
center of the westerm arm, Our casualties on FELELIU: KIA 599, 'TA
3,793, UIA 369. Enemy killed: 7,517, POW's - 103,

| ————————

During the night of 26-27 September, two enemy planes dropped four
bombs in the water off the east cosst of ANGAUR ISLAND, Cur casualties
on ANGAUR, whers mopping up continues: KIA 130, WIA 912, YOIA 7. Enemy

' ad: 1,020, POT"'s - 5.

- —
on At bt~y

o3 Condnaniad T L

“¥Towing results were achieved by Task Force 38 in a heavy
strike on 24 September against the VISAYA! GROUP of islands in the
PHILIPFINES:

%%_k Damaged (includes 12 ships probably sunk or deatroyed)
arge AP small AF

a " x 2 large AD

2 " AK 1 medium AC
o~ & medium AE 1 large AE

5 mall AK 15 medium AKX

1 DD 21 small AK

3 DE 10 smell ships (100 tons each)

11 small craft 2 DE
Yeany amall craft

Throughout the day, only three enemy planes were encount ered over
the islands. These were shot down, plus four snoopers, well clear of
the task force. In addition, 29 planes were destroyed on the ground at
the NECROS-CESU-LEYTE airfields. A number of partly concealed planes
at LEGASPI were strafed with unobserved results.

Vuch destruction and damage was caused to installstions at ILOIIC,
CEBU, TANZA, SARAVIA and MACTAN airfields, BACCLOD and SHELL ISLAND.

Throughout this operation, no warship larger than a 0D was sighted.
e lost in combat nine planes, five pilots and three crewmen.

=1303-
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The follewing strikes by CinCPac siroraft on 25 Septamber have
besn roported:

INOJIMA's No. 1 adrfield was hit by 13 Amy Liberators. Of
four aggressive enemy {ighters, one was destroyed, Intense AA fire
damaged three Liberstors,

The following strikes by CinCPac aireraft on 26 September
have been reportedi:

PAZAN gun positions and o possible radar installation were
bosbed and strafed by 21 Amy [iberators,

Fifteen Marine Corsalrs strafed ROTA inatallations through
meager AA fire,

UARCTS ISLAND rurway was bosbed by twe Amy Liberators
through moderate A& fire,

Marine Corsalrs and Navy Venturas bombed amd strafed WOTUE
installations. Meager and light AA fire was encountered.

During the night, Marine Corsairs bosbed MIILE installations
and encountered seager AL firs,

Regraded Unclassified
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On the morning of 25 Septesber, & Catalina sank a medium freighter
and laft & small fredghter in a ainkdng condition in GARVEL BAY,
east BORNEOD.

During the night of Z3-2i Septesber, PT's sank a barge and & whale-
boat near WEVAK, ran two barges agrownd in GEELVINK BAY, ard shelled a target
on the coast of NEW IRELAND.

The submerine MUSKALLINGE returned from patrol of the waters in the

vieinity of the MALAY BAFRIER after sinking & Takatald Clasa DD and damag-
ing one large AX (7500 tons) and one AP (10,000tcnsa) .

Regraded Unclassified
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During the night of 25 September, the 5th Marine perimeter on the
western arm of PELELIU I was subjected to heavy caliber mortar
fire from NGESEBUS ISLAND. number of casualties resulted. The fol-
lowing morning, the 5th Marines launched an attack to the north and cap-
tured AMIANGAI. HILL against heavy resistance,-ineluding ertiitery amd

many-automatioweapons.

At the same time, the 321st Infantry attacked to the eastward and
secured a mass of hills in the center of the western arm of FELELIU
ISLAND, after reducing a number of enemy pillboxes. o QENTER
s of 15-AND
The Tth Marines are continuing efforts to encircle UMURBROGOL ,/
which remained a strong point of enemy resistance. Communicetion betwéen
UMURBROGCL HILL and the north has been cut with our capture of a radio
station on the northwest end of the western arm.

Our casualties as of 26 September, KIA 580, WIA 3639, MIA 401,
Casualties on ANGAUR, KIA 106, WIA 769, MIA 5. On FELELIU, 7313 Japs
have been killed and on ANGAUR 979.

It has been reported that a site on ANGAUR ISLAND is suitable for a
6200-foot runway which may be completed in about 15 days.

The destroyer escort REYNCLDS (DE-440), reported sinking an ensmy
submarine about 90 miles southwest of YAF.

An air strike on MALAKAL HARBOR inflicted major damage on 3 ocean-going
wvessels which are reported capsized and resting on the bottom, In addition,
about 8 barges were destroyed on the northwest coast of URUKTHAFEL, and a
direct hit scored on BABELTHUAF airstrip. Heavy and accurate AA fire was
encountered in this area,

The following results were achieved during the night of 23-2L Sept ember,
by night flying Catalinas:

One Catalina sank two DE, 1 CVS, in DAVAO GULF.

A Catalina sank a tanker at KENDARAI, east coast of CELEBES, and damaged
an AKX off the northeast tip of the CELEBES.

A Catalina fired a lugger off northern ZAMBOANGA and ancther damaged
a small AK in the CELEBES SEA.

Regraded Unclassified
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3 Sixteen Liberators hit harbor facilities and amall shipoing
at CHICHIJIMA, Due to weather, remults were unchasrved, WUeager AL
fire damaged cre Iiberator,

A Liberator bosbed amall shipping at HAHAJTMA,

The shelter areas at JAUIT and the coastal defense poai-
tions at MILLE wers bombed by Dountless dive boashers,

During the night of 22-33 September, motor torpedo boatas,
opsrating of f HALMAMERA, attacked a lugger and shoreline targets. One
boat was damaged by shore guns, Othor PT'a shalled shoreline targets
on HEW IRELAMND .

During the same night, & Catalina roported scoring hits on
two destroyer sscorts and a Chitose class seaplane tendsr in an un~
disclosed locality. The following night another Catalina sttacked
two amall freighters and four small craft with unreported results.

The submarine SHAD, operating south of HONSHU, sank o medium
transport, one Chidori-type destroyer aml one Saga-type punboat. In
addition, & mmall freighter, a medium freighter and an unidentified

ship were damaged.

During the night of 23-2i, September, the submarine BARBESRO
bombarded a radar station on BATAG ISLAND, north SRLAR, FHILIFFINE
ISLANDS.

A later despatch indicates that it was the Ti5-19 that sank
after striking a mine off ANGAUR ISILAND, lnstead of TMS-29, as report-
ed in yesterday morning's sumsary.

=1299=
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During 25 September, ground activity on PELZLIU was light.
The lst Marine Division resused its attack at 7:00 a.m, and made prograss
northward along the western arm of the island., At one point, on the
westomn shore, our troops ars lsss than a mile from the northern tip
of the island. The 321st Infantry attacked to sastward against light
raalstance. Patrols reconnoitering the west coast found few of the
snemy, Casualties reported as of 25 3eptember: KEIL - 562, WIA - 3,558,
MIA = 398. Enemy killed - 7,313, FON's - &,

Yopplng up of ANGATR ISLAD by the Blst Division continued,
The following cesualties as of 25 Septesber have been reportsd: KIA -
98, WIA = 737, KIA - 3. Enamy killed - 975, FOT'a = 5,

A south=bound enemy barge, attempting to run the blockade
northeast of FILEITU, was destroyed by Naval punfire,

The PELELIV fighter strip has besn completed and the bomber
strip is reported 121 complete, with parking snd scramble areas for 4O
Planes,

The follewing sdditicnal missions on 23 September by CinCPac
aircraft have besn reported:

EAURU ISLUD was harassed during the night by a Navy Catalina,

Two Army Liberators bombed WARCUS with unchbasrved results
through moderate AL fire.

The following missions on 24 Septesber by CinCPac slrcraft
have besn reportsd:

Machine gun positions on ROTA ISLRD were strafed by Marine
Corsairs, Eneay return fire was meager.

Two reconnaissance Liberators bosbed MARCHS ISLAND.

WOTJE coastal defonse arcas were sttacked by Corsairs through
maager AL fire,
The barracks area on JALUIT was bombed by Corsairs.

=1298-
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Gun positions at WOTJE were bombed by Marine Corsairs,

Marine Corsairs hit JALUIT zun positions through moderate

A4 fire,

An Army Liberator basbed FAGAN ISLAND.

Marine Dauntless hit MIILE gun positions through light and
medger AL fire,

Ten Army Libsrators bomoed CHICHIJIMA, INOJIMA and HAHAJIMA.

The submarine APOGON sank & trawler typs patrol vessel on
23 September A40 miles north of MARCUS ISLAND.

=1207=
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At 2345 a.m., 24 September, a comvoy of 13 barges and one motor
sampan, transporting suppliess and about TOO Jepsness, was sighted north=
east of FELELIU, The comn was immediately taken under fire by the
destroyer EDWARDS, four LCI(G)'s and & mumber of LVT(A)'s. Eight barges
ware seen to explode and later ten wers cbaserved wrecked on reefs north-
sast of FELELIU, It ia believed that all of the barges wers destroyed
but that soms Jap stragglers reached shore.

There waa little ground sctivity on FELELTU during the night
of 23 September. Our troops continued their pressurs upon the smesy
and forged ohead somewhat on the left flank. Camualtles reported as of
2L, Saptember: KLA-544, WIA=3,497, MIA-397, total 4,438, Eneay killed-
T,148; POT"a=i.

On RIGAUR ISLAND, remaining pockets of enemy realstance are
belng eliminated and operations are underway to initiate the planned
base development. Casualties reported as of 23 September: EIA-82,
WIA=699, WIA=-2, total TE3, Japaness killed-865, POW'e=5.

On 24 September, the heavy crulser INDIANAFCLIS bombarded two
camouflaged ocean-going vessals, located in MALAFKAL HAABOR, and previous-
ly damaged by air strikes. One direct hit was scored, plus a mmber of

. straddles;, but general results of the bombardment wers undetarmined,

529, while engaged in sweeping the oast coast of ANGAIR,
struck a mine and sank., Casualties reported: 9 missing, including one
officer and four wounded,

The following additional misalons on 22 September by CinCFac
aireraft have been reported:

Marine Corsairs bombed MILLE gun positions, encountering no
AA fire,

Dauntless dive bombers hit MALOELAF, Meager and accurate
AA fire was encountered.

The following misslons on 23 September by CinCPec adreraft
have besn reported:

An Army reconnaissance plane dropped bombs on INOJIMA, BONIN
ISLANDS, against no opposition,
Army Mitchells bombed WAURU ISLAND through moderate Ai fire,

=125¢~-
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Attached is & report in tabular o { results achiev 1
Task Foarce 38 in a two day strike (21 & t ar) on LUZCH

The submarine

[ ona FUSO elass *_ I -. ..';n'.- L of Th _ I -'.I.-:
w YUKV, '
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L TABULATED SIRGUARY

Alreralt Surince Unita
On Ground In aidr
Sunk Probably Sunk Damn-ed
Destroyed Dasa-ed Cestroyed Damased
KO Classified § 11 Classifisd §F 35 Classlfied
188 # L5 159 -— . Ships Skipe Shipa
o 3 6 Small Craft 1l Seall Craft
#¥ 2 Floating
Dryr Docks
O LOSSES
Adreraft Surface Units
Combint Operational Sunk Dmnared
2 | g8 (10 pilets 5 crewman in combat Hene
{ 2 pllots operationally

* %dﬁm.—;ud.
# [ iy shipa punfire.
Includes one submarine,

Includes one submarine,
One 465 foot noval awciliary in dry docks

1, Buildings, bex ears, alreraft parte, Iuel dumps in alrfield arcas destroyed,
2y Fuel tanks, warchouses, ahips pepair shops on waber front and many hangnrs, buildings

shopa, fusl dumps ond railrond jmrde in Qlark Flald and Hicholas Flalidl areas damaged.
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During
iff the nort

e plane bombed

wd atraled

129,

y regulta '-I'. this atteck wers

r f A=-22 Septesber, ootor torpedo boats, opsrating
ot coast of NEV GUIEA and HALRAHERA, senlk five snesy t
one 200-foot minesweeper and strefed & number of shoreline tarpeta,
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The following corrected totals of our casualties on FELELIU
and ANGAIE, as of 22 Soptesber, have been recelved:

s W o
On 23 September, U. 3. Army troocps oecupled FALALOF, ASOR,
SORLEN, MOGIOG and POTANGERAS ISLANDS, ULITHI ATOIL. The Jupansas

W{n" wmﬂmmmmﬂt

During Z1-22 September, under support of Noval gunfire, the
ULITHI AHEA was swept for mines, the beaches roconnoitered and patrols
landed on FASSARAL, LANGEJ/NG and SCRIEN ISLAND. The LUGAT entrance
ghennel and the northern anchorage was seept and buoyed ard is ready
to receive our ships,

The submarine FLUNGER returped fros patrol and reportad the
destruction of & Sanko Maru type freighter (5,000 tona) aground on

?‘-""“ LINTO REEF, mortheast of TRUK.

During 23 September, troops of Lhe 1st Maripe Division continusd
thelr advance on FELELTU ISLAND and by late afterncon occupled GAREXCAD
YILLAGE and &n unnamed island about 1800 yards south of AXARAKIRO POINT.
The re—grouping of our forces continusd and the 321st Infantry relliewved
the lst Marines on the laft.

it dawn, 23 September, 7 Japsnese barges were sighted in the
boat channel north of PELELIU, heading scuth under cover of raln aguslls.
The barges dispersed tolGESESUS and FELELIU when our patrol vessels fired
them. One barge was sunk and six were later destroyed on PELELIU
beaches by ships, gunfire and alreraft bombing. A small supply dusp on
PELELIU was set on [ire.

Our casunltiss on PELELTU as of 1800, 23 September, KLA=54T,
WIA 3170, MIA 34k, total LO6L, Epsmy killed 7,020,

up of enesy remnants on ANGAUR ISLAND by the &lst
Division comtinued, 950 of the enemy wers killed.

=1293=
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Two reconnaissance Liberators dropped bombs on MARCUS ISLAND.

P

Four Thunderbolts strafed PACAN ISLAD, while 20 other Thunder-
bolts, diverted by bad weathar, attasked ACULJAN ISLAND.

The storage area and phosphate plant on ROTA were strafed by
Larine Corsalrs.

Both alrfield areas and pun peaitlons at FONAFE were hosbed by
Army Mitchells,

Marine Corsairs hit JALUIT defense positiona through soderate AL
fire.
ut 20 September, escort carrisr planes continued thelr
attacks against GALELA installations, BORTH HALMAHERA.
| During the night of 20-21 September, Catalinas over NORTHEAST BCRNED
probably sank a small freighter. A catalina sank a small cller and a small

freighter off 0UTHERN MINDANAD, while ancther Catalina bombed and strafed
| & medium freighter south of LEYTE, PHILIFFINE ISLANDS.

FT=371, which grounded on a reef off the northwest coast of

HALMAHERA ISLAND, was destroyed by her crew. All personnal wers removed
without casualties,

Regraded Unclassified
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During 22 September, troops of the lst Marine Division on PELELIU
wors unable to sake any spprecisble progress. The enemy continued to
resist bitterly from heavily fortified dafenss positions on UMURBROGOL MOUNTATN.

| Pive five=inch enamy guns were captured during the day, Our fromt line

rezains virtually unchanged except for slight northward progress along

the west coast. The follewing casualties have been reported: KIA-598,
WIA-3841, MIA-341, total L[580, Two priscpers have been captured. lo report
of enemy casunltisa hos been recelved.

On AMGAIR, the Blst Infantry Divislon continues to dig out remnants
of the snemy from caves in thes northwestern section of the lsland,

ECROR ISLAND hangar area was shelled by a heavy cruiser (probably
the LOUISVILIE), All four hangars were reported destroyed.

A liberator bombed MARCUS ISLAMND on 20 September with uncbserved
resulta.

The followdng strikes by CinlFac sireraft, on 21 September, have
baen repartsd:

30 liberators bombed MARCUS ISLAND AR positions through meager
Ak fire,

NAURD ISLAND runway and AA positiona were attacked by Army
Libarators, AA fire was moderate,

Army Liberators hit RMIDJ through meager AL [ire,

BOTA gun positions were attacked by 15 Marine Corsaira. Ko AA
fire was ancountared.

Two Army Liberators hit PAGAN installations. No AA fire was
encount ered.

A reconnalssance plans dropped bomba on YAP with unobserved remilts.

The following strikes by CinCPac aireraft; on 22 September, have
been reported:

15 liberators strock CHICHIJIMA, sank ore barge and scored near
misses on & freighter. A mmber of explosicns wers obssrved in the hangar
arsa, Meager AA fire was encountered.

-1291-
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FPAGAN ISLAND gun positions were strafed and bombed by Army Thunder-
bolta,

On A September, the submarine BANG (58385), operating in the waters
to the west of the SOUTHVESTERH ISLANDS, EMFIRE, sank a large tanker and
a freipghter, damaging another ship. This was a surface attack on & six-
ship convoy with three escorts.

On 21 September, the submarine PICUDA (35382) sank a mediun size enemy
freighter and damaged & medium size transport, about 75 miles northwest of
CAPE BOJEADCR, LUZON, PHILIPFINES.

Az a part of & coordinated attacl:, the mibmarine REDFISH (33395), sank
the other two transports of this convoy, damnged another tanker and cne of
the twe remaining freighters.

On 19 Septenmber, aireraft from the naval escort carriers assisting in
the MOROTAL operation, struck at planes on the HALMAHERA airfields, destroy-
ing and damaging them.

Regraded Unclassified
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On FELELIU, during the night af 20-21 Septesber, sporadie artillery
and mortar fire was directed on our front, and an enemy floatplane was over
our lines but falled to attack.

On 21 Septesber, at 7:00 8.m., our attack was resumed after a prepara-
tory air and mval gunfire barrage. The lat and Tth Uarins Regiments attacked
abreast along the western side of the lsland, while the 5th Marine Regiment
certered thelr attack on the sastern arm and contipguous islands. The attack
on the laft wes halted after a brisfaivance by heavy enemy resistance froz his
positions on the precipitous slopes and deep ravines. This terrain hindered
succesaful counter moves by the Uarines.

The 5th Uarine Regiment successfully occupled the remainder of the east
coast, including HOABAD ISLARD. 6-15 centimeter trench motore and 31 machine
guns were captured. It is now reported that an additional ten destroyed enemy
planss wers found on FEIELIU airfislds.

As of A Septezber, 1800, the lst Marine Division casunlties are: KIA 505,
WIA 2975, MIA 30, totalling 3820, Enemy killed to-date on PELELIU, 679%2.

During 21 September, the Elst Infantry Division on ANGUAR, contlnued its
mopping up operations despite sniper fire, Total enemy killed to—date on
ANQUAR is ES50.

The following air strikes were made by CIIDPAC aireraft on 19 Septemberi

The airfield and installations on MORTH LOEN ISLAND, TRUK ATCIL, were hit
by 20 Army Liberators. Four to five enesy fighters made an unaggressive attespt
to intercept dropping phosphorous bombs. The moager and heavy AL fire slightly
damapged three of our planes.

A patrol plane bombed IWCOJIMA. The enemy did not fire on it,

The storage ares on ROTA received incendiaries from Marine Helleats. There
was no A fire.

On 20 September; the following strikes were made by aireraft under the
command of CDICPAC:

The bivouac area, food dumps and the radic station at WOTJE, were bombed
by Marine Corsairs and Daurtless dive bombers. The AL fire was light and meager.

When Corealrs otrafed a probable oil dump on ROTA, large fires amd ex-
plosions resulted.

Regraded Unclassified
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& superlatively successful carrisr borne alr attack wes sade by groups
of fast carrier Task Force 38 (Vise idefral Mitscher) whan thay awept the

§ a3, 22 September 154.

island of LUZON, in the heart of the PHILIPFIIES, on Z1 Septesber, Complets

surprise was attained in the approach despite the fact that In the plane
lawnching area, the weather was foul and the attack launched only bocouse
of the highest operational akill and determinatlon.

Our aireraft struck in great force ot shipping in MANTLA BRY, SUBIC
EAY, and enemy installstions at CLARK and NICHGIS airfields, near MANTIA,
and at the CAVITE MAVAL BASE.

In addition to the following damage reported by the carrier borme groupa,
the submarine HADDO, which was doing lifemuard duty for the strlke, torpedoed

and sunk an eremy destroyer:

BY CARATER BOAHE AIR
Enemy Flanes shot domn 110

Eneny Flanes destroyed on ground 95
TOTAL = = 205

SHIPS SUNK BY ATR

:
¥

B R
EREEBE
G

Luggers TOTAL = = 29

1 oo TOTAL = = i &

15 planes {[some pllota recovered) TOTAL - - 15

=12688-
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At CHICHIJIMA, 29 Army Liberators struck at enemy shipping,
partioularly in the harbor of FUTALI-KO. One froelghter recelwed
a direct hit and two near-misses and sas left burmning. Eight to
tan lighters were destroyed. Additlonal bombs wore dropped on
szall shipping, shore installations and bivouse areas, with unob-
served results. The eneny's AL fire was meager.

The subsarine SCARBARDFISH (35397), oserating in the waters

of f the SCUTHER EMFIHE island chaln, probably sunk on 20 Jeptember,
& southbound 5100 ton submarine tender,

~1987=
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f During the night of 19-20 Septesber, the lat Marine Division on
FELELIU hed o guiet night except for sporadiec but ineffective machine
gun and morter fire on Its left fromt, The 5th Reglment of Marines
remmed its attack on the right flank on the morning of 20 Septesber
and cleansd up remaining enecy resistance on the eastern coast, in-
cluding & ouall unnamed island below NGABAD ISLAND. Cn the left of
our 1line, progress s a alow and relentless struggle seeking to dis-
lodge the Japs from the hill mass in which they are buried. The enecy
has honeycosbed this terrain with reinforced caves, pillboxes and dug-
cuts from which he is resisting bitterly. o, DO Toroes
Mwu!iuldm,me,mﬂmn. The
enmyls artdllery fire in being reduced u{q ssveral of ity mng de-
stroped-by-ef fective comter=battory fire. |

Cagunlties of the lat Marine Divieion up to 1800, 20 September,
are: KTA 445, WIA 2728, MIA 323, totalling 3496, Enemy killed to-date
on PEIELIU, totals &L45,

Troops of the 8lst Infantry are mopping up ANGIGR LILAND, It is
interesting to note that before all organised resistance had ceassd on
0 September, our troops found that the boaches on the scuthern part
of the island contained many defensive positions, bt most of them wers
unmanned, Casultles to-date in the flst Infantry Division are! KIA L6
6% b1, MIA O, totalling 537. Enesmy kdlled to-date on ANOUAR, totals

ﬁi (n 18 Septesber, the personnel areas on WONJE were fired by bombs
from Marine Corsairs and Dauntless planes,

Afrcraft, under command of CINCPAC, reports the following missicns
completed for 19 Sentember:

? a.me 2 Septesber 1944,

The personnel arsas en WOTJE were hit by Marine Corsairs and Daunt-

leas dive bozbers.

Malrfluldlndgtmmﬂtimmm“hmhmbyﬂw
Uitchells through meager Ad fire.

Gmall fires were started when 2 Army Thunderbolts bonbed and strafed

A4 positions and dorage areas on FAGAN ISLAND.

In spite of an Intense AL fire, irmy Liborators dropped bombs on
MARCUS ISLAND,

Regraded Unclassified
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bormne alreraft continues to lend close alr suppart to the landings on
UOROTAI. UOn 17 September, planes froa this group destroyed fiwve build-
inga. The whole MOROTAT operation is proceeding satisfactorily.

During the night of 16~17 Seplember, motor torpesdc boats from the
Horthern SOLOMMIS area, sank 3 barges, probably a fourth out of five en-
countered, During the night of 17-18 September, motor torpedo boats of
tha same group, strafd enemy targets on BOUCATNVILIE and Horthesst IEN
TRELAND .

=1 285-
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On 20 September, &t 10:34 a.m., all arganized resistance ceased on
ANGUAR, The casunities suffered by the Blst Infantry Dlvision in this
operution to-date are: KIA 22, WIA 147, MIA 0. Enesy killed: 173; two
FOila.

On FELELIU, during the night of 18-19 Sepiesber, the enemy confined
{tself to sporadic mortar and small aras fire on our positions. On the
morning of 19 Jeptesber, our advence on the left wasn rosused along ruzged
terrain with the ensmy stubbornly resisting from entrenched plllbexes and
afded by supporting artillery and mortar fire. Our aasualt, however, mada
steady progress to the north and east, and the east coast has been captured,
except for an isolated sectlon in the northeast, From 6:55 pems to Ti2h
Pos, an enemy air raid was pttempted on our positions but ne dasage was
raportod.

Upon capturing the airfield ot FELELIU, the following enemy planes
there were found: 28 twin-engine enemy bombers, B twin-engine light bombara,
77 aingle engine fighters and four transports. All of these planss were
bedly dasaged with the exception of five fighters. Four erated enginea and
four bladed propellors wore also captured,

In the operstions up to 1800, 19 September, the lst Uarine Divislon
have suffered casuslties on PELELIU as follows: KIA L23, TIA 2622, MIA
302, totalling 3347,

Tmﬂhubunnunhmgcinthttuhlormkmdmm, Lhe
last reported total being 5455, however one POV has besn taken.

While furnishing close rocket fire support, the LCI{G)=L5%, otruck a
mine off the reef on the west aide of FELELTU and sank twenty minutes later
in about 30 fathoms of water. The only casualties reported in this mishap
ware two woundsd.

WWMMMWMMMFM. Yosterday, 64
additional mines were gwept up, making a total to-date of 245,

The submarine BiNG (55385), on a war patrol northeast of TATWMN, re-
parts attacking an enesy comvoy of eight freighters with five eacorts, sink-
ing one freighter amd probably sinking anothar.

zlrlxmthnlnmmantlaw,th-tnw.hpdmdrﬂﬂm
th.ulmdingbuuhnmdt.mmhrwnmu. (ne man was wounded on
the mwcdilisry motor torpeds bost tender MOBJACK (AGP=7). Oneo enemy plane
wag shot down, Other than noted the rald caused no casualties. Carrier

Regraded Unclassified
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JILUIT, in spite of heavy AA [ire, was bombed by Ariy Liberators.
Upmclested by the enemy, & patrol plane dropped bosbe on LIOJIMA.

On 18 Septesber, CINCFAC reports the followlng alr strikes by sireraft
af its commands

In spite of heawy Ak fire, armed reconnaissance Liberators, bombed LARCUS
Ihw ni

The storage srea at TOTUE was bombed by Marine Dauntless plonsa.

At HAEU, runways, AL positlons and the bivouac area were struck by
irmy Kltchells, The AA fire was from meager to moderate.

,—-""/ The subsarine JUEEIFISH (35-393), operuting in the SOUTH CHINA 5EA,
sank on 9 Septesber, a destroyer and a largs transport, and probably sank a
+ | tanker, On 16 Septesber, in the northarn part of the SOUTH CHIHL 5EA, she
'1.{!'-.5"3} Ldumd a larpe unidentified enesy vessel,

The submarine DURB (55-220) on 16 Septarber, damaged o hesvily laden
| ensmy freighter and got three torpedo hits in a ship resembling the OTAEA
m.r -‘:I epcort carrior clsss, The BARB also rescued 31 British and Australisn sur-
%#*| vivors froo an enemy transport that had been during the night of 12-13
" | _saptember by the submarine SEALION (33-315). [The survivors state that o
torpeds boat of the ememy CHIDORI claass rescusd the Japanese crew and left
the white people to their fate, The rescus by the BARB was made in a 30-imot
1,‘&0’ wind, with high seas running.

On 16 September, in the BASHI CHANNEL, south of PORMOSA, the sutmarine
. PICUDA (55-382), sunk three medium enemy freighters cut of an B-ship convey.

o+
i",-F'
In the same vieinity, the submarine EEDFISH (33-395), dasaged an enesy
ot o
On 17 Septesber, in the waters off the EFINE, the submarine FIXEFISH
i, (55-388), damaged sn enesy freighter.
#._.: Hiis Majesty's Submarine TANTIVY (P-319), operating in the waters of the
SUTILEST PACIFIC, under operaticmal control of the Nawal Commonder, U.3.
1 Hawval Forces, SOUTHTEST FACIFIC, reports upon returning from a war patrol
bj.‘.- o4t that she an enemy {reighter of 4,000 tons in the vicinity of SUNDA
%" STRAITS, during the night of 4 September,

Regraded Unclassified
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It is reported that the submarines FAMPANITO mnd SEALICN have
on board 113 British and Australisn survivers of two Japanese troop ships
torpedoed and sunk by the submarines on 17-16 September; respectively,
approximatel y 300 miles west of CAPFE BOJEADOR, LUZON ISLAND, FHILIFPINES.
Those rescusd had been Japanese prisoners of war, A search by other sub-
marines is belng conducted fer additional survivors.

During the night of 15-16 September, motor torpedo boats froa
BITRA] shelled enemy targets on KEN IRELAND,

=13]1-

Regraded Unclassified




COMINGH FILE l 1

UNITED STATES FLEET

o HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER [N CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25, D. C,

)
qﬁﬁl’ SECRET 9 a.m, 18 September 1944.
SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

32 Corsairs bombed and strafed ROTA gun positions and rumvay installa-
tiona.

Corsairs bombed food storage dumps at TOTJE.

Marine Dauntless dive bombed the motor pool area at VOTJE. Accurate
but meager AA fire brought down one of our planes, The crew was rescued.

The following strikes were reported for 17 September:

The command post area at TOTJE was bombed by 37 Marine Corsairs.

During the night, NAURU ISLAND was harassed by a Catalina,

On MWCROTAI ISLAND, 21 Japanese have been killed and 11 ceptured.
Natives reported that about 200 Japanese took to the hills when our land-
ing task force approached. Our casualties, 3 wounded. ‘e lost one plane,
shot down by AL fire and another was brought down by an enemy fighter plane.

The submarine FINBACK sank aamall Maru on 11 September in the BONI
ISLAND's area,

=1280-
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At B:00 @.m,, 17 September, following an hour's preparation by
air and maval gpunfire, the lot Marine Division resused itaattack on
FELELIU ISLAND and moved ahead in a northerly direction, approcimately
one third of a mile, capturing NOAREFEUNL and (RACK. Enemy reslstance
was heavy on all fromts and was supported by mortar and artillery fire,
Huoh of the oneny artillery has been destroyed by our aircraft and
eounter=battery fire, Our camnlties as of 1800, 17 Septesber, KIA 225,
WIA 1650, LIA LL.

On ANGUAR ISLAND, the Blet Division have joined the beachheads
astablished on the north northeast sectora of the ialand and pushed
inland about a 1000 yards againat light resistance. The northeast
third of ANGUAR is now in our hands.

The U.5.5. UADLEIGH (DD859), operating in the PALAU ISLAND area
struck a mine near the east entrance of HOS3OL PASSAGE and sustained
extensive damage, The vessel wmas badly holed amidships, but the damage
is reported under control., Further information 1s not svailable at this
tima.

The following strikes on 15 Septesber by CINCFAC alrcraft have been
reported:

A roconnnissance Libsrator dropped bomba on DIGJIDMA.

Oun positions om ROTA were hit by larine Copsairs and two Hellcats
strafed the airstrip during the night.

Ar=y Mitchalls bombed POUATE airfisld and a heavy A4 battery,

The following strikes were reported for 16 Septesber:

The airfield ares on TIDJDL was bombed by 15 Liberators, starting
a fire end large explosions. Uoderate AL fire was mncountered and feur
unagrressive enemy fighter planes were alrborme. All our planes returned
without damage.

A reconnaissance Liberator dropped bombs on MARCUS ISLAID.

wo Liberators dropped bomba on PAGAN alrfield.

Army Thunderbolts strafed mnd rocketed Installatlions on PAGAH I1SLAND
through meager AL [lre,

Regraded Unclassified
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[—#% B130 B.m., 17 September, troops of the Elst Infantry Division,
0.5, irny, landed against light oppositicn on tho portheast and sast
coants of ANGUAR ISLAND, PALAU ISLANDS, and advanced sbout 40O yurds
{rland. Prior to the landing, the lsland was heavily barbed and bome
barded by carrier-based alreraft, crulsera and destroyers.

FEELIU ISLAND, additional paina have been made and progress lis
roported as satlafactery.

On 13 September, carrler-based planes of Task Group 38.1 {2 cv, 2 CVL,
4 04), attacked enemy installatlions at CEBU, PHILIFFINE ISLANDS. Con-
siderable dasagre was reported at the CEHU towmn dock area and potroleum
storapes and installations In the wieinity.

In the course of these strikes our alrcraft shot down 18 enemy planss
and damaped three, In addition, 50 enesy planes were dastroyed on the
ground, Although complete datails are not available, ships of this task
group shot down 25 Japanese planss, We lost 5 planes in combat.

L—0n 1, Septesber, the submarine SUNPISH in the YELLOW SEA, sank ons
tanker, one freighter, and probably sank another tanker and freighter. In
additicn, o tanker was damnged.

LThe submarine FPAMFANITD sank a large transport, one medivm freighter
and damapged o medium freighter northwest of LUZH .

wAhe submarine GROVIER sank two destroyers and damaged two freighters.
{Prwrlmu%j' reparted in afterncon sumary 1 Septesber ag 2 [0 sunk, 2
AEts mumk).

\Whe mubmarine SEATEVIL, northeast of the BONIN ISLANDS, 16 Septecber,
sank an enemy subsarine.

=178~
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0On 15 Septembar, the submarine GUAVINA torpedoed and dastroy=
od & NATORI class crulser (5,570 tons) anchored at PAGUBAS, SOUTH
MINDANAD,
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ROTA sirfield installations and gun posltions were bombed by
Yarine fighters. Meager AL fire was enmuntered.

PAGAN ISLAD personnel shalters and warshouss Areas were rocket-
ed and strafed by Thunderbolts. AL fire encountersd was moderate.

ETILE installations were struck by Dsuntless and Corsairs through
maager AL fire,

28 Liberators started seweral large sxplosions on IMOJIMA. A
fire of varied accuracy dasmaged two Liberators.

The following strikes on 15 Septesber have been reporteds

29 Liberstora bosbed DUELON and MCEN, TRUE ATOLL. Five enmy
fighters attespted interception and slightly demaged cne Liberator, Cme
enemy plane was probably damaged. Enemy Ak Tire was meager and inaccurate.

Mitchells bosbed FONAFE.

Thunderbolts strafed snd rocketed FAGAN ISLAXD Ad positicna,
Light A& fire slightly desaged ome plane.

Marine Corsairs struck WOTJE gun positiona,

A recoonaissance plane strafed 2 large enemy landing craft and
shot down an escorting Zeroc 55 miles northwest of IMDJIMA.

The submarine SEA LION, reported sinking cne large AD and one
AP in the PHILIPPINE ISLANDS Area.

Regraded Unclassified
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At 8130 a.m,, 15 September, troops of the lat Division, U.5. Unrines,
landed against otiff opposition on the west shore of FELELIU ISLAND. The
landings were supported by carrier alreraft and surface bombardnent.

Tanks have besn brought ashore and our troops are reported to be from
two hundred to four hmdred yards in shore. Enesmy mortsr fire contimues to
harass the beaches. A number of LWI's were lost after landing. Our casual-
ties have not been reported.

Although complete Information has not been received, Intercepted des-
patehes indicate that landing operations against MOROTAT ISLAND, Horth of
HALMAMERA, by Southwest Facifie Forces are proceeding as scheduled.

On the night of 12-13 Saptember, a FBLY, operating Nertiwest of MNET
GUINEA, aank three supply laden enecmy sall boats.

During the same night, moter torpedo boats strafed targets along the
NHorthwest coast of NEW OUINEA and NEV IHELAND. Other FT's eXxchonged fire
with enesy batterles in the KIETA area, NE TRELAND,

The submarine RATOH returned from patrel of the FHILIFFINE area, after
damaging a large tanker.

The submarine BATFISH returned from patrol west of the MARIANAS after
sinking one FUBUEI DD and one MINEXAZE DD, totalling 2,900 tons.

=127~
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Attached is a report in tabular formof results achieved by
Task Force 38 in a three—day strike (12-13-1L September) against the
VISAYAS, PHILIFPINE ISLANDS.

The minesweeper PERRY (IMS 17), operating southeast of ANGUAR
ISLAND, struck a mine and sank at 4:08 p.m., 13 September. Eleven of
the personnel were injured.

The destroyer LEUTZE(DD 481), operating in the PALAU ISLAND Area,
sustained minor dsmage when struck by a richochet.

A carrier-based plane heavily strafed and rocketed a 1,000 ton
fre er in the FALAU AHEA.

= G-
The submarine GROWLER, on 11 September, sank two large AK's,
one Fubuki destroyer, one unidentified destroyer about 240 miles east
of HAINAN ISLAND,

On 13 September, the submarine PIKEFISH, in the EMPIRE WATERS,
probably sank a medium freighter and damaged a survey ship.

=1273~




Sept. 12 123 T 2 large A% § Ax
1 mediom AP 1 medium AD
20 30 smnll vessels
22 small ships 2 uTR
Hany sampans
Sept. 13 139 #l 13 small ships & small ships
Septs 14 10 (approx.) o i e
Tk al 2 e
hoten:
* Some of thess probably sunk,
#  No sirbarme opposition encountersd.
#= No shipping left to sink
1. nubl;!.ummm#m--mumpunﬂu-m-mn,mmumn
total to 175
2 m-zwmi;wummumm:mm
3. FPreliminary estimate of our losses ralatively very light.
L. Fow sarvicesbls planes in this area laft to Jups.

5

o~
=

Most of the bulk oll supplies destroyed.
mm.wmmmmmsmmmwmmmnumm
At MACTAN ISLMND, 3 large oil tasks destroyed. At TACLOBAN ISLAND, fusl storags st several
airfislds destroyed.

Regraded Unclassified
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COpe Liberator dropped bombs on PAGAN gun positions. The area was
again attacked by Army Thunderbolta.

HARD TSLAND runways and gun positions were bosbed by Army Mitchells.

Marine Corsairs struck TOTJE coast defense positions.

(n 13 Septesber, carrier based planes of Task Oroup 38,4 bombed, strafed
and rocketed installations in the PALAU ISLANDS. Hits wers scored at
MGESEBUS, ANGUAR and FELELIU., Extensive dasage was reported.

During the night of 10-11 Saptember, FT's strafed an eneny cbservatlon
post on the Northwest coast of HEW IRELAND.

fn the same night, two Catalinas over the FESTHMN CIDAM area, destroyed
& large barge, probatly destroyed o ssall freighter and drove a medium
freighter on a reef. Ancther fredghter wis set on fire while one was strafed
with unobserved resylts, A third Catalina, over tiw Northeastern CELEHES,
damaged a suall freighter and a medium freighter.

The sutmarine ALBACCHE, in the BMPIRE waters on 11 Septesber, sank an
unidentified Maru.

1272~
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As mo other information has been recelved, the following extract
from CINCPAC Communique No. 115, is quoted:

“Am releasing comrnigue No. 115 at 2030 GCT today:

"One: Carrier based aireraft of the Paciflie Fleet shot down more
than fifty enesy alreraft and destroyed more than 150 on the ground
in a day long attack against CEBU, MEGROS, and PAMAY ISLANDS in the
FRILIFFINES om 11 Septesbor (west longitude date)., Preliminary re-
perts are fragmentary, but 1t is indicated that air operstlons are
continuing egainst strong enesy oppositisn. Several cargo shire and
nunerous amaller craft were sunk in the initial attacls,®

On 11 Septesber, DOJIMA airfislds were hit by 15 Arey Liberators.
A number of large fires were started. About one to four anemy fighters
were reported destroyed. Accurate AL fire damaped two Liberators,

The following strikes by CINCPAC aireraft on 12 September have boen
reported:

A Navy Cetaline bombed an ammmition dump at HAUBL ISLAND,
JALUIT stores and sagazine arcas were hit by Mnrine Corsairs,

Army Thunderbolts rocketed and bosbed FAGAN ISLAND gun positions and
other installations, AA fire encountered was meager.

WUTJE gun positions and radio statiom were bosbed by Uarine Coreairs,

Bivouac areas at MILLE were dive bombed by Dauntless planes. Meager
M fire was encountered,

An Army Liberator dropped bosbs on MARCUS ISLAND. Accurate A4 fire
damapged the banber.,

The following strikes on 13 September by CIHCPAC aircraft have been
reparteds

Two Liberators bombed MARCUS IGLAND. But due to weather results were
um *
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On 11 Septembar, carrier planes of Task Group 38.4, attached in-
stallstions at PELELIU, BABELTHUAF and AMOUAR. In addition, to des-
truction of buildings st PELELIU and damage to & radio statlion at
BABELTHUAF, n small cargo vessel in the vicinity was sunk and another
damaged,

The following day, the area was again attacked by the same task
group with additional damage and destruction of buildings and gun posi-
tions st PELELIU and AMGUAR. In these operations no combat lopses were
sustained,

Mthough no report has been recelved, a CINCPAC Communique reporta
that the defenses in the PALAU ISLAID were shelled by battleships and
eruisers on 12 September,

The submarine SEAL, in the OKHOTSK SEA, om 10 September, sank one
destroyer, one freighter and probably sank another frelghter. Une cargo
vessel and one transport was damaged.

The gpubmarine GUITARRD returned from patrol of the FHILIFIINE area
and reported as follows:

SANE DAMAGED
1 imagiri (DD) 1,700 tons 1 CL Katord Class 6,000 tona
1 Hibild (DO} 1,700 tons 1 AK g,c-:-o tons
' TOTAL = = R tona
14K 1,000 tena
1 AK 2,000 tons

1 Vessel Tog
TOTAL - m&
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16 Army Liberators attacked airfields and other installations on
IoJDiA. Hesults were not observed. About 10 enamy flghters intercepted
and of these & were destroyed, one probably destroyed and another dazaged,
Throe Liberators sustained damage and two crewmen were killed and fiwve
woundad,

Three Liberators unsuccessfully attacked two freighters and one de-
stroyer west of CHICHIJIMA.

The ROTA air strip was bombed by Marine Corsairs. No AA firo waa
encount ored.

A reconnaissance plane attacked a emall tanker 130 miles southsast of
CHICHIJIUA. The vessel was laft on fire In a sinking condition.

On 10 September, planes of Tesk Group 38.L attacked the PALAU ISLANDS.
i emplacemsnts and defense Installations on ANCGAUR, FELELTEU and HOROR
ISLANDS, were hit. A mmber of fires storted on E0R(R. We lost two fightera,
one fighter bomber and torpedo bomber. Seven of the [light personnel were
lost.

The following strikes by CIHCPAC aireraft en 11 Septembar, have been
roeporteds

29 jrmy Liberators hit the seaplane base on ETEN, TRUE ATOLL. Abeut
& aggressive enemy fighters using phosphorous bombs were encountered and
of these one was destroyed, one damaged. Three Liberators sustained light

damage.
Uarine Corsairs attacked installaticns st JALUIT and MALOELAF, Intense
and light AL fire wes encountered at JALUIT, None at MALOELAP,

MILLE installations were attacked by Marine Corsairs and Deuntless
through moderate AA fire.

Avmy Thunderbolts rocketed FAGAN installations and AA positions. In-
tense to meaper AA fire was encountered.

At 4351 @.ms 12 September, the U. 5, Destroyor FULLAM (474) collided
with the destrayer transport HOAN (AFD2L) while maneuvering at an u.n»d.tnu.‘lnn-:
ed locality in the VWESTERN PACIFIC, The MOAH sank ot 10130 pem. The FULLAM
sustained considerable dasage, and can make about 12 knots, Ne persornel
casunlties were suffered.

=1ah5-
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As no other information has been recelved rolstive to the strike
against oblectives on MINDAMAD ISLAID by Task Force 38, the following
exterpt from CINCPAC Cesmundque 114 is guoted:

"Carrier based alreraft of the Pacifiec Fleet struck at enemy Wt
airfielde and other military objectives at Mindanao Island in the
Fhilippines on Septamber B (west longitude dote), The alrfislds
at Del Monte, Valencla, Cagayan, Buayan, and Davao were besbed and
strafed. In these sttacks two enesy aircraft were encountered near
our carriera, five were encountered over Cagayan, and one over Davas,
Al were shot down. Apprexisately 60 enomy alreraft were destroyed
on the ground. Barracks, sarehouses, and hangars were hit at the
saveral airdromes attacked. Epemy waterfront installatisns at Matina,
Cagayan, and Surigas were alpo bombed.

.I

B 3

"h convoy was discovered off Hinatuan Bay consisting of 32 loaded
coastal cargo ships and X0 sampans. This convoy was brought under
attack by Pacific Fleet crulsers, destroyers, and carrier aircraft,
and all of the enesy ships wore destroyed. In addition, enemy ship-
ping found in Sarsngsni Bay and Davao Gulf, and near Capgoyan and
Surigno was attacked, resulting in the sinking or probable s
of 16 mall cargo ships, one medium cargo ship, ome patrol eraft, and
many sampans, and setting fire to two small cargo ship, and at lsast "

17 sampans. Cur aireraft losses in the operatlions were very light. pf
Thers was no damage to our surface ships.” .,,J {
y L
During the night of 9-10 September, over the CELERZS AREA, a { B

Catalina attacked a 6,000 ton freighter, scored a bamb hit and set the
veasel on fire. Ancthor Catalina attacked a 2,000 ton wesssl northwest
of AMBON with unreported results,

On the night of @ September, a reconnaissance Liberateor bombed the
runways on INGJIMA, Results were not reported.

The folleowing strikes by CINCPAC aircraft, on 10 Ssptember, have
been re H

HAURU AA positions and sir strips were bombed by 7 Witehells through
meager Al fire,

35 Corsairs attacked gun emplacemants on WOTJE. Results were not re-
parted,

Regraded Unclassified




COMINGH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEET
HEACUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER (M CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 89, 0. €,

9 mum. 11 September L%L4.

n@\" SOUTH AND CENTPAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

Duing the night of 7=8 Septenber, FT's strafed targets along the
southeast coast of GEELVINK BAY, northwest HEW CUINEA.

On the night of 8-9 September, a Catalina set on fire amd destroyed oY
& 10,000 ton fleet tanker in MALUSU BAY, southwest MINTWHAD. PT's A H?
damaged a beached barge on the northeast coast of BODAINVILIE ISLAND ! -
while other FT's otrafed the northeast coast of NET IRELAND.

The following additional missions, on B September, by CINCPAC alreraft
have bean reported:

HIITE pun poaitisna were hit by larine Corsalra and Dauntless. Light
and moderate AL fire damiged one Dauntless.

The following strikes, on 9 Septesber, by CINCFAC alreraft hawve baen
reparted:

MILLE gun positions were attacked through meager ii fire by Harine
Corsairs and Dauntless,

TOTJE gun positions were struck by 3 Army Liberaters, HNo Ai fire was
encountered,

JALUIT magazing and parsonnel areas wore attacked through light but
intense Ai fire by Marine Dapuntless and Corsairs,

POHAFE airfields and pun positions were banbed by 12 Arsy Witchells,
Hepger AL fire was encountored.

=" A reconnaissance Liberator dropped bosbs on PAGAH ISLAND. Results
ware not reported.

The submaring SPADEF1SH, operating northeast of FOUIOSK, sank [ AK's c-(.ﬂ
damaged one. — o

The subsarine BANG, operating northwest of the BONIN ISLUMDS, sank one
padiun AE and 1 mediuwm AD.

The sutesarine FIAICE, in the EAST CHINA SEi, reported scoring one torpedo
hit on a KOHGO MARU corverted mwdliary crulser.

Regraded Unclassified
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On 7 September, a Catalina attocked two small wessels and set
one on fire south of SARANGANI BAY (southeast MINDANAC).

During the night of 7-8 September, Catalinas over northeast and
east CELEHES damaged a small freighter and stafed five sail boata. [ITis
shalled targets along the southwest coast of BOUGADVILLE ISLAND.

During the night of &-9 September, a Catalina set on fire a medium
freighter in BASLAN STRAIT (Southwest MINDANAD).

The submarine 3EAL, in the CKHOTSK SEA, on & September, sank a small
vessel,
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On 7 September, three CL and 4 DD (CruDiv 14 and DesDiv
100) bombarded targets and started fires in the PALAU ISLANDS, particu-
larly on ANGUAR ISLAND. In addition, planes of Task Force 38 scored
numerous hits on supply bases and the radio station at FELELIU., Large
fires were observed at KCROR and ARAKABESAN, FALAU ISLANDS, COur planes
encountered meager AA fire.

I The following additional strikes on 7 September by CinCPac
aireraft have been reported:

A reconnaissance Liberator dropped bombs on TWOJIMA airfields
through very meager AA fire.

MOEN airfield, in TRUK ATOLL, was attacked by 26 Army Liberators,
Two of the bombers were damaged by moderate AA fire, About & enemy
fighters dropped phosphorous bombs, but otherwise did not attack.

The following missions on & September by CinCFac aircraft
have been reported:

Firea were started in the airfield area and among installa-
tions on IRMOJIMA by 9 Liberators., Of 4 enemy fighters airborne, one
was probably destroyed. Our bombers encountered moderate but sccurate
AA fire.

Six Army Liberators, in an attack on enemy shipping in CHICHI-
JIUMA HARBOR, damaged one freighter. AA fire was moderate.

PAGAN ISLAND gun positions were rocketed and strafed by Army
Thunderbolts through moderate machine gun fire.

A Navy Catalina dropped bombs on NAURU ISLAND rumway.

Marine Corsairs scored bomb hits on a powerhouse and magazines
at WOTJE and JALUIT. One Corsair was shot down over JALUIT,
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On & and 7 Saptembar, planes of Task Group 38.4 (2 CV, 2 OVL, one
CA, one CL, 12 DD) bombed, strafed mnd rocketed installations on TdP ISLAND.
Considerable demage from previous besbing and shelling was cbserved, and the
shsange of sultable targets was reported. Our planes encountered meager A
fire and no enemy plmnes.

The following day, TAF was agaln attacked by the same Task Group,
but only two striking runs were completed cue to lagk of targets. In the
three-dey operation, four planes wers lost.

The following strikes on 7 September by CinCPac aircraft have been
reparted;

MILIE radic station ad gun positions were bombed by 12 Warine
Corsairs and 20 dive bosbers. MNo AL fire was sncountered.

Forty Marine Corsairs struck WOTJE and started a number of fires.
Ho AA fire was ancountered.

AGUTJAN TSLAND, in the MARIANAS, was strafed by 8 Army Thunderbolts,.

Sixtesn Ammy P47's strafed and rocketed gun positions and tuildings on
PAGAN ISLAND. AL fire was moderate.

Thres Arsy reconnaissance [iberators dropped bombs through moderate
AA fire on MABCUS TSLAND airfield installations, starting explosions and &
fire,

A reconnaissance plane strafed and set on fire a small freighter L0
miles southwest of CHICHIJIMA, BONIN ISLANDS.

During the morning of 7 September, 2 Ir a8 supported the landing
of Army troops on the west shore of GEEPIORI ISLAND, SCHOUTEN ISLAMD GROUF.
No enamy cpposltion was encountered.

During the night of é=7 September, Catslinas over SARANGANT BAY,
MINDAKA and the AMFON, CERAM AREA sank one small AK, ome barge, probably
sank two medium AK's, one maall AX snd damaged J small AK's, four barges.
PT's strafed 2 villages on the north central coast of VOGELEOP.

The sibmarine GUANARD returned fros patrol after desaging a 4,000
ton freighter off the east coast of FELANG ISLAND, northeast CELEEES,

The submarine ALBADORE, on 8 Ssptember, sank ore ciler and one
patrol eraft in the EMFIRE waters.

=126k~
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The U585 FLUSHER (DD 368), while cperating off the southsrn
tip of WOTJE ISLAND, was hit by coastal defense batteries from the
island on & September at 9:50 s.m, The accident resulted in five minor
casualties in personnel, The materiel casualties are such that they can
be repaired by tender avellability.

On 5 Septesbar, Army Mitchells bombed the sirfields and Ak
positions at MAURU snd POMAFE. AA fire st the former place was moderats,
while at the latter it was meager.

The following nirstrikes were reported by alrcraft from CinCPac
on & September:

Shortly after noon, 17 Ammy Liberators attacked IMOJIMA's
alrfislds., The AA fire was moderate to intense, but varying in accuracy.

Thres patrol Liberators deposited bosbs on MARCUS ISLAND.
The enemy's AA fire was moderate but it's tracking was accurate snough
to damage ons of the planes,

PAGIN ISLAND was agein visited by rocket firding, strafing
Thunderbolt s that hit the AA positions there.

puring the night of 5-6 September, motor torpede boats from
AITAPE rocked and strafed the plantation on XKAIRURU ISLAND, northwest
of WENAK.

=1263=
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A ter swesp condusted {rom task groups of fast carrier
Task Force 38 (Vice Admiral Mitscher) against PALAD on & Septesber
falled to encounter any enemy alrborne aircraft or shipping, and the
AL fire was found to be meager. The few operational aireraft seen were
destroyed on the ground by burning. Surface craft totaling & sampans,
3 motor lasunches and & barges were burned by strafing. On BABELTHUAP
ISLAND, an mmunition or fuel dump was burnt.

PALAU was again struck by these units on 7 September. Early
reports from these strikes indicate that the enemy's AL {ire was atill
meager and inaccurate. AA positions, personmel and mipply areas were
bombed,
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The following CinCPac press comsunigque is released for inforamation:

"The airfield at IMOJIMA, in the VDLOAND ISLAKDS, was bombed by 19
Liberators of the Tth Arsy Alr Force on 5 Septesber. Two enemy fighters were
in the air but made no attempt at Lnterception. AA fire was moderate. A
single Liberator bombed INGJIMA during the right of 45 Septesbar,

"The airstrip at ROTA ISLAND was bembed on 4 Ssptember by Marine
Corsairs.

"MARCUS ISLAND was attacked by Tth AAF Liberstors on 4 and § Seplembaer,
On &4 Septesber, a bullding apparently used for mmunition storage was hit and
destroyed, AL fire was intenss, On 5 September, a single Liberator bombed
the island again.

nj Liberator search plans of Group One, Fleet Air Wing 2, intercepted
and shot down an enemy transport plane nsar IWOJIMA on 5 September. A medium
bomber, escorting the transport, managed to escape.

"Purther neutralization ralds against eremy positions in the MAASHALLS
wers conducted on 5 September by Tth AAF Liberators, Corsair [ighters and Dmunt-
leas dive bombera of the Lth Marips Alreraflt Wing."

The following sdditional strikes on 4=5 Septesber by CinCPac air-
craft have been reported:

Thunderbolts rocketed and strafed AL positions on PAGAN ISLAND. Thare
was meager Ah fire.

Corsairs and Davntless of the Lth Marine AMr Wing hit gun positions
on MILIE, blockhouses and bivouas aress on WOTJE and TARDA.

WOTJE airfield amd storage areas were bombed by Army Liberators.
AL fire meager to nil,

A Iiberator, on a reconnalsssnce flight over YAP and WOLEAL, dropped
bombs on TAP alr installstions, snocuntering moderats AA fire,

During the might of 3-4 September, HMIRAI ISLAND PT's shelled north-
gast NEW IRELAND, Two FT's from WENIT were damaged by shore fire off the west
coast of OEELVINE BAY.

The submarine BOWFIN (58287), operating in the central PACIFIC,
reparts sinking a small armed gasclime freighter.

The submarine BARE (53220}, on a war patrol off the northwest cosst
of LUZON, sunk & saspan,
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On 3 September, an Jrmy Liberator bombed YAP and on L September,
additional ldberators hit the personnel and alr installation areas
there. The AA fire was moderate and accurate,

During the night of 3=4 Septenber, & Navy patrol plane attacied
HAlWEY, The enemy defenses offered no resistance.

As & result of rocketing and strafing gun positions, 16 Thunder-
bolta of the Tth Army Air Porce started fires in the building area on
WGAH ISLAND. The enemy defensive [ire vms neager,
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The gun positions and bivouac area on ROTA ISLAND were bombed
by Marine Corsairs on 1 September,

The following air strikes were reported by CinCPac for 2
Sept ember

Liberators bombed FAGAN ISLAND but no observation of the
damage was made, There was no enemy AA fire,

Launching rockets and strafing AA positions on PAGAN ISLAND,
16 Thunderbolts of the Tth Amy Alr Farce met only meager AA fire,

During 5 September, motor torpedo boats from EMIRAU shelled
the northeast coast of NEW IRELAND.

CAPE DJERUAN, west of DAGUR, northeast NEW GUINEA, was shelled
by motor torpedo boats.
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The rurways at NAURU and AA positions there were hit by Mitchells,
Three of uu-plmurmdl.-.pdhrj:hﬂn.

Rockets were employed by Thunderbelts in an attack on MAUG and
FAGAN ISLANDS.

ROTA was bombed by Marine Corsairs.

Operating on a war patrol in the waters south of KOREA, the sub-
_ marine PINTADO (55387) reports sinking two large oil tankers and a large
LA floating whale factory.

Returning from a patrol in the waters of the SOUTH CHINA SEA,
the submarine RASHER (55269) reports sinking 5 ships for a tonnage of
45,000 and damaging 4 ships for a total of 22,000 tona,.

During the nightes of 3-i September, motor torpedo boats, from
WOENDI, destroyed en enemy barge in GEEVLINK EBAY.

The radar station and cther targets in the JEFMAN AREA, DAMPIER
STRAIT, were blasted by motor torpedo boats from AMSTERDAM ISLAND.

Mines were sunk by motor torpede boats from TREASURY ISLAND
in the BOUGAINVILLE STRAITS.
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AMreraft destrojed or damaged; A fighter sweep on 31 August
destroyed all airborne enemy planes mnd during the balance of the engage—
ment none were encountered airborme, 10 ememy aircraft ehot down near
IRCJINA, 1 twin engine bomber shot down over our task force, 33 enesy
alreraft destroyed on the ground, 25 probably destroyed, and 10 dasaged at
IWOJIMA, Two peaplanes destroyed at CHICHIJIMA,

Damage to ground installations:; Extenslve damage was dope to
hmgars, shops, warshouses;, fuel dumps, and AA positions by bombing and
shelling during these attacks, Several AA positicns were dastroyed at
IFCJIMA, a large warshouse was destroyed at HAHAJTMA, and at CHICHIJIMA

the seaplans base was demolished,

Own damsge; In these cperations we lost 5 aireraft in cosbat,
Qur perscrnel casualties wers 1 pllot and 3 flight perscanel. There
was no damage to our ships.

The fellowing air strikes were reported by CinCPac aireraft on
2 Septesber:

The radio stetion snd AL guns on MTLLE were hit by Marine
Corsairs and Dauntless dive bombers. The enemy's AL was light and meager,
The smmunition dusmps on MOTJE and AL guns and the magasines mnd personnel
; areas on MALOELAP wers bombed by Corsalrs. The enemy's AA fire was light
3 and insccurste at WOTJE and at MALOELAP was moderats and accurate.

Y TRUK received bombs from 27 Army Liberators from Lill p.m. to
Likh p.m, (ne aggressive Zero attempted to intercept, but did no damage.
The defensive fire was heavy but inaccurate.

The airfields at FONAPE were bombed by Mitchella, The AL fire
was hesvy but Lnaccurste.

The following strikes were reported by CinCPac aircraft om 3
Septembar;

it 9135 nm, h:qr:.ibwﬂar- hit the air installations on
IWOJIMA. An enemy [igh uwnm“mmwmmm-puwm
bﬂ-mwplm-mtnnd.-umdnm. This fighter did neot choose
engage our aircraft. Thres of ocur plmnes were dasaged by the heavy and
intense AA fire, One of our Liberstors, upon reaching the target area,
was forced to turn bask, Its arew bailed ocut, and it is balieved they
were pleked up by a frisndly task force.
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On 4 September WAME ISLAND was hit by cruisers and destroyers
and earrier sireraft comprising Task Growp 12,5, Rear Admiral illen E.
Smith (CA's CHESTER, SALT LAXE CITY, FENSACOLA, the CVL MONTEREY and 3
O0'a), It is stated that the following demage was done:

Two B-inch coastal defense guns on TOKI POINT, FEALE ISLAD
one B-inch gun on FEACOCE POINT, WAKE ISLAND, and two S-inch dusl purpose
installations on HEEL FOINT, WAKE ISLAMD, were put out of commission. In
addition, four water tanke and one distilling plant on FEALE ISLAND werse
destroyed, It is reported the followlng were probably damaged: one 5=
inch AA gun on FEACOCKE FOINT, two S-inch dual purpose guns in the centar
of the eastern side of WAKE ISLAND snd thres maall wessels in the lagoon,

A1 AA positionswers hoavily strafed, There were no airborne
anemy planes, The enemy's AL fire was from padium to heavy and varied
from imaccurate to sccursts, snd of the barrage varlesty.

Mo operational nor combat losses were suffered in the alr and
no surface ships ware damaged, Two planes recelved minor dazage from Ad
fire, The sneay’s fire from shore batteriss was ineffective.

CHICHIJTMA end HAHAJIMA, in the BONIN ISLANDS, end TWOJIMA,
in the VOLCAND ISLANDS, were bosbed snd strafed by adreraft of Carrier
Task Force 38,4, Rear Adairal Ralph Davison (CV's FRAMKLIN and ENTERFRISE,
CVL's SAN JACINTC end LANGIEY, the CA KEN CRLEANS the CL BILOXT sand 12
DO's) en 30 and 31 August and on 1 September (NLD). On 0 August and 1
September, CHICHIJIMA and TWOJIMA wers bosbarded by crulsers md destroy-
ors of this task group.

The following desage was inflicted on the enemy:

Ships sunk: jﬂlumm-ﬂtlﬂiumltMJmL
lmuwuipmmataxﬂmmwwmmhm-m
by & destroyer. 1 s=all tanker and § barges st CHICHIJIMA. 1 small carge
ship northwest of CHICHIJIMA.

Ships probably sunk: lm:l.lnrpﬂdpnélnhuhmm
wast of THOJIMA, 1 sub chassr southwest of CHICHIJIMA. 1 sub chaser at
HAHAJTMA,

Ships dssaged: 2 sub chassrs st INOJIMA, 1 sub chaser and a sam-
pan near CHICHIJIMA.
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a
The following additional strikes on 31 August by CinCPac air-
craft have bean reported;

Two Amy Liberators, Marine Corssirs and Desuntless bombed the
bullding ares and gun positions at MILLE., AA fire was meager.

Army Liberators, encountering ne AA fire, bosbed PAGAN ISLAND,

An Army reconnalssance Liberator dropped bomba on YAF and
WOLEAT ISLANDS, Heavy and moderate AL fire was encountered at TP,
meager fire at WOLEAI.

The following strikes by CinCPac aireraft on 1 September have
been reported:

Thunderbolts rocketed md strafed AA installations at PAGAN
ISLAND. AL fire sncountered was light and meager.

A liberstor, on & reconnalssance flight, dropped bosbe on YAP
and WOLEAT ISLANDS, encountering meager AA fire at both places,

During the night of 31 August, PT's strafed an emay biwcusc
area at KARIENSCRI, west MEW GUINEA.

On 1 September, a FBLY reconnalssance plane set on fire mm
oil barge north of PALAU. A Liberator forced a seall freighter trans-
port ashore north of CENTHAL CELEEES.

During 2 September, a Liberater dmmaged a s=all frelighter scuth-
sast of the SULU ARCHIPELAGO, and a FPBAY attacked about 12 small freighters
off CAPE 3AN AUGUSTIN, MINDANAD, foreing a mmber of them ashore,

During the night of 2<3 s-pt-h-u- a Catalina strafed a 3,000
ton freighter northeast of the CELESES with unobserved results,
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On 1 September, a reconnaissance plane over JALUIT sank an 18
foot boat.

During the night of 31 August = 1 September, Catalinas sank a
smll AK off westorn CIFAM, bocbed and strafed four yessels in the
L2SEH area. In addition, 7 barges in the wicinity wore bosbed,

During the same night, PT's strafed enemy positions on Northern
KEW IRELAND, destroyed a barge in the WMNONVART area and strafed an
ensmy village on the west coast of GEELVINE BAY.

The submarine BATFISH destroyed a beached FUBUED class destroper
at Northwest PALAU.

The submarine RAY returnsd from patrol northwest of BORNED and
reported the following results:

SUNE DALAGED
1 Ao 10,000 tons 1 KK 74500 tons
1 AP 6,400 tons 1 AP 6,900 tona
1 kD 10,000 tons 14K g,cm tons
1l A0 %,DII tons TOTAL 400 tons
TOTAL P ons
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The following missions on 31 August, by CinCPac aircraft, have
been reported:

Marine Corsalrs and Dauntless attacked MILLE gun positions,
NAIRU ISLAND was bombed by one Navy Catalina,

EBight Army Thunderbolts, employing rockets, attacked gun poai-
tions on PAGAN ISLAND. It is believed that five guns were destroyed.
PAGAN installations were strafed by other Thunderbolts. Meager AA fire
damaged one Thunderbolt.

A Liberator attacked the PAGAN ISLAND radic station and AA gun
installations, No AA fire wes encountered.

During the night of 30-31 August, night flylng Catalinas, operasing
over the northeast CELEBES Area and over AMBON, probably sank a small freight-
er, damaged two freighters, sank one schooner and damaged another,

Allied frigates shelled enemy positions on the north coast of
BIAK ISLAND.

On 1 September, a patrol plane of Task Farce 57 attacked a convoy
of small vessels 90 miles south southeast of CHICHIJIMA, with the following
results: Omne AK sunk, one AK on fire and dead in the water.

The submarine GROWLER, operating northwest of LUZON, sank one
fleet destroyer, one AD and damaged two AK's,

The sutmarine BATFISH, operating northwest of PALAU, sank ome
Minekaze destroyer.

The submarine DACE returned from patrol of the area southwest of
MINDANAD and reported as follows:

%.u vessel 1,200 tons Hmm,um tons

2 small 2,000 tona

AK
- Total T-200 tons
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The following strikes on 29 August by CinCPac aircraft have been
reported:

A reconnaissance Liberator dropped bombas on WOLEAL and YAP ISLANDS.
AA fire encountered was meager,

During the night two Army Liberators attacked IWOJIMA, Dus to
weather, results were unobserved.

PAGAN ISLAND was attacked by 7 Liberators. Bombs fell on airfleld
installstions. No AA fire was encountered.

The following missions on 30 August by CinCPac aircraft have been
reported:

Storage areas and gun positions on PAGAN ISLAND were strafed by
P4T7's. A mumber of fires started.

Sixty-five Marine Corsairs and L3 Deuntless bombed MILLE gun posi-
tions.

NAURU gun positions and airstrips were attacked by 36 Mitchells,
A mumber of fires started. During the night, the island was harassed by
Catalinas,

A reconnalssance Liberator bombed YAP and WOLEAI ISLANDS, drawing
moderate A4 fire at YAF and meager fire at WOLEAI. Due to weather, results
were unobsarved.

Night flying Catalinas, operating over the northeast CELEBES AREA,
damaged an escort ship, probably sank a small tanker and destroyed two of
five emall freighters,

The submarine BARB, operating south of FORMOSA, sank one 6,500
ton freighter and one 2,500 ton frelghter.

+ The submarine QUEENFISH, operating south of FORMOSA, sank an oiler
and damaged a freighter.

-~ The submarine SEA LION, operating north of LUZON, sank one transport,
one unidentified destroyer and probably sank a tanker,

* The submarine BOWFIN, operating in the RYUKYU-CHINA COAST Area, sank
two Minekaze destroyers, two large freighters, destroyed a trawler by gun-
fire and damaged a large transport or frelghter.
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