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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PICIFIC (CONT'D.}
The following air cperations have besn reported;
1l jprils

A Marine Mitchell damaged a mmall freighter transpert scuth of
HONSHU

7 Belleats, 37 Corsalrs bombed targets on PALAU, while L other
Corsairs bombed YAF, One of our planes was

11 Helldivers, & Corsairs struck JALUIT. 2 of ocur planes were damaged,
17 Corsairs and one Privatear bosbed PONAFE,
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During the cperaticns against TSUGEN ISLAND, 18T=-557 was damaged by
& large mortar shell, resulting in 2 killed and 1 wounded.

The A0-667 im sground on a reef portheast of EUTANA SHIUA wlth
both screws damaged. 1 Fii0 B on 10 April, the HAELETON (ms-20) wnd
T8-56 collided. The HAMEIETON suffered no dsmage, but the TWS-96's engine
room was flocded and she was towed to EERAMA.

on the svening of 10 April, 5 of our ships snchored the first tise
in WAKACUSUED WAN. Mlnesweeping cperations are continuing, Protective meamires
have besn established at the NAXD WAN anchorage. A high sur{ prohibited um=
loading at HAGUSHI, but the MAGO basches mre in use.

petwsan 10;00 and 10:40 M on 11 April, 5 enemy planss approached
OETHAWA from the north, but no attack resulted,

At 620 P on the sams day, two radds approached the ialamd fro= the
sout hwest but turned back sgain,. Fosaibly one or tee planse landed at HAHA
after dark, Two enemy planes, howsver, did sttack the MANLOVE (DE-35) which
was on patrol, She shot domn one. Winer damage wes received topside from
m-:m,mdm-nnmhﬂl-d-ndmﬂuﬂd.

Our escort earrier planes attacked MINAMI DATTO SHIMA on 9 April, and
SAKTSHIMA GUNTD on 10 and 11 April. A fighter, while taking off from YONTAN,
crashed into 3 parked planes, burning one, Thers were no personnal casualtles,
A transport erash-landed at YONTAN on the aftarncon, ramlting in one killed
and 7 wounded. ;mlnrﬂnmiiimp-r-hhmutamnrrm. 0m 11
mﬂ,mw-rlult#plﬂdlinthlmm!bfﬂmih and we lost oma by
AL fire.

mmmﬁummmmnm.mzipm-um;nw-
wnmurmthlwth. Seven wers shot down by adr patrols and AL
fire, Ko damage was suffersd by cur ships. Two planes attacked YONTAN airfield.
¥o damage report has bean recelived.

The HOPPING (APD-51) r;-m.i.u_ﬂumuduurﬂ}n.ﬂtmmm
and 19 weundsd aboard.

- On 10 April, the 2nd Marine Division departed the OKINAWA ares for '

///’/QAII' u i
mumu,mmnrmmmmmmuﬂ-um
rmum.mmmunmnnrmm Thers was no enesy oppositicn,
uﬂ-ﬂui-mmiﬂuhﬂ;. At 10137 M on § April, the
Mmum-nmdnﬂdmﬂm.

[
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SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACTFIC (CONT'D,)
Atﬁrﬂiﬂmlﬂmﬂ,mjﬂlhttlum, mm,mmmm
(incorrectly reported as 77th Division in yesterdsy's despatches) completed the
capturs of TSUGEN SHIMA. Incomplete casualty reports are 8 killed, 34 wounded
and 3 miseing. Enemy casualties were 150 killed and no POW's wers taken, With
the eliminaticn of the enemy on TSUGEN SHIMA, it is believed that all the sastern
islands are cleared of ermmy troopa.

Patrols of the bth Marine Division have reached SHANA WAN on the
northwestern coast, sd TATRA and ATTSUBARU, on the sastern coast, Other
elemants of the 6th Marines continued their opsrations on the MOTOBU PENINSULA
and have met with arganized resistance in the center of the front, The lst
Marine Ddvision centimss to patrol its assigned areas and captured 5 ensay
sulelde boats,

In the eouth, the 2ith Corps contimued to consclifate its positions
and to obtaln dominating terrain prior to resuming its offensive. The Tth Divi-
sion has cleared minefields up to OUKI, on the sastern cosast, There la an axtreme—
1y strong snesy position at H:IJJ.In.i y one mile northwest of the TONABARU air=
fleld, which is cbstructing further advances, The JAPANESE defanse syotem,
which is organised arourd SHURI, consists of a serles of concentric positions
and is described as more elsborately organized than anything previoualy met,

On 10 April, 10 sore emsmy wers killed by garrimn trocps on ZAMAMT
SHIMA, Mt poon en 12 April, trocps in the KERAMA RETTO w1l pass to the command
of the island commander of OXKINAWA.

As of 09/2400, casualties were as follows:

fa?! TR 71 AL DEFFECTIVES
Marines 1z 35 3 &77 396
Army 2 1009 15 2196 _ &0
TOTAL L32 £103 160 2695 1036

The 96th Division has sustained approxisately 45% of tha total combined casual-
ties reportdd.

On the night of & and § dpril, 12 to 15 enemy suicide surfsce boats

wers destroyed. About- 15 swismers wers alse
killed, Supporting naval gunfire is neutralizing and destroying mulecide boat
pana and bases on the southwest coast of the lsland,
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¥ SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (CONT'.D)
On 9 April, there were approximately 73,000 OKINAWAN civilians under

our control, About 1,500 males, between 15 and L5, are belng employed as labor-
ers, and crops are being harvested by organized parties under our supervision,

The STERETT (DD-407) reports that on 9 April she was hit by one of 5
sulcide planes (morning summary 10 April). She shot down 3, and a fourth hit
1CS-346, The fifth plane hit the STERETT on the starboard side, main deck, be-
neath the bridge, and caused considerable damage to that part of the ship, Only

2 men were wounded,

The TIRANTE (55-420) has reported that she sank one cargo ship and
an escorting frigate while on patrol in the PACIFIC,.

A summarized report of casualties to ships of our amphiblous task
forces, up to the 11th of April, has been received from CTF 51. Together with
reports from ships of Task Force 58, these produce the revised total as follows:
KIA and MTA - 1,660, WIA - 1,494. (See afterncon summary 10 April).
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uﬂﬂﬂpa-hmnuurwtamﬂuurmw-m"bﬂn
sunk, This report probably includes the B ships roported in thess summaries
(300, 1 S, 1 A, 1 APD, 1 1CI, 1 PG), plus the HOBES VICTORY and LOGAN
.~ VIOTORY, IST-347 and the WS-103. On § April it was further reported that the
TS-103 was beached and salvageabls, The HOBRS VICTORY and LOGAN VICTORT,
loaded with ammunitiom, were hit by suleide planes during the late afternoon
attack on & April. The HOERS VICTORY has sunk and the LOGAN VICTORY was last
ssen on 7 April burning intensely and exploding, and is assumed lost,

on 2 April, the USSFRANES (DD-554) was in collision with the NEW
JERSEY (EB=$2). Considerable damage was received on the pertaide of the FRANKS,
betwsan the No. 2 mount and the No. 2 stack. The port wing of the bridge was
completely desolished.

A corrected report has besn received concerning the patrol results of
the BATA (55-318), reported as having sunk 19,300 tons of enemy shipping
{morning summary § Agril). The fellwwing are the revised figures:

Srdp Tonnage

1 a0 5,000 tons
1 AK 7,500 ®
1m 1,000 =
Total tonnage 13,500 =

The USS ELERNT (85-324) reporta that on hber second war patral she
the

nohieved following resaltst

Bonk Tonnage
10 10,000 tons
1 A Tu500 *
2 MK L0000 tona ea. 8,000 "

-

¥

Damaged
2 A0 10,000 tons ea. 20,000 *°
GERAND TOTAL §5,500 =
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SOUTH AND CEITRAL PACIFIC (CONT'.D)

Cosmander Tth Flest reports that on 9 April our forces landed on JOLO
ISLAND, In the afterncon summary of 10 April, thess were erronscusly reported
as slmmarts of the 163rd Division.. The landing was made by the 1léird RCT,
less one battalion of the 4lst [dvision. The latest report is that JOLOD TOWN
has besn captursd, and that WT, PATINUL, in the northern part of the lslandhas
been resched by our forces.

[ anu-mw,nwmmmm-b:rnhrtlmmho:tm
//ilet Mvision on BUSUANGA ISLAND, in the CALAMIAN CROUP, scuthwest of MINDORD.
|/ pur troops have reached CORON BAY, cne of the finest snchorages in the PHILIPFINES.

On 10 April, Marines of the &th Division contimed their advances up
the MOTOH! PENINSULA, and captured the gubmarine base at UNTEN., On the western
flank, our forces hold a line along the MANMA RIVER, To the north, patrols
resched the village of TSUWA on the west coast.

nnnmthumthnzuthwnwp* front remained unchanged on the
10th, while positions were consolidated and enemy counter sttecks wers repulssd.
1mmmwamnfm-mm.ﬁummmmmum, of f the sast
| poast, and reporte, as of 2:30 Pi, indicated that considerable resistance was
baing met. The mgurﬂmhﬂpmimlrhmunm to conslst of 75
to 100 troopa.

As of midnight on the 8th, our troops had killed 5,009 JAPS and had
taken 220 priscners, Thars were then 43, g eivilians under our administra-
tlon.

During the day, heavy fire support was glven by surface ships, including
2 0BB, 2 CA, 1 CL and ¥ DD, which supperted the lendings on TSUGEN. Jamunition
replenishment was interferred with by heavy sea conditlons.

1mmnpmmmmm{mﬂ} (reported damaged mormning
pusmary 10 April) mhm-m—;mau-.hyu..?-mhmmrm
mmdmtmmm-nummmmpumn.

Bad westher interferred with alr cperaticns, {neluding hunter-kikler

oparationa in progress. Hesvy rains have slowsd down supplies te our forward
l]'mlm, Mmmummpﬂmw-mmum.mum.u

high seas.

Underwater demolition work was sontinusd on the eastern beachee,
under our gontrol, mmnmmm.ﬂnnnm-m-numuu.

msmu,mma.mm-émmm-um,d
both her enginesm are out. The STARR (AKA-57) also received minor damage.
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Naval personnel casualiies as of 9 April are:
ACE ATR
ﬁ Wi Hi&NIA WA
2175 928 70 2 ¥

As of 07/2400, landing force casualties are;

WIA  MI 01 e
3rd Phib Corps % I8 2 "‘E& %ﬂ
2Uth Corps 17 L,018 2 1,2% E]
GRAND TOTAL 01 1,366 23 1,690 697
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On 9 April, one RCT, less cne battalion of the 163rd Division,
landed 4-1/2 miles northeast of JOLO TOWN, dn the island of JOLO in the
SULU ARCHIPELAGD .

The BEENMETT (DD-473) (morning summary 8 April) reports that as
a result of a sulcide plane attack, she suffered considerable damage
amidships. Personnel casualties were 3 dead and 19 wounded,

The submarine SEA LION (58-315), back from her fifth war patrol,
reports that she sank one medium-sigze tanker, estimated 7,500 tons.

The rollﬁ is a recapitulaticon of ship and personnel casualties
received to da r the OKINAWA operaticn:

Naval ship casualties as 1:
Sk DAUAGED
“DD 3 FB i
NS 1 CA :
1,5_-‘ 1 —-j';rﬂ 6 = g.-ﬁ-ﬁ—
viAFD 1 «CVL 1
—10I 1 L-CVE 1
»PEU 1 ~CL 1
TOTAL & =D 22-.—
58 1
e ' 2
LAMS 3
LB 5
APD L (=)
T 5 )
L-AKA 3
—APA [
1au(R) 1
LsT 5
1cI(a) 2
&
wer 1
TOTAL TT
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POM-18 also hit a mine and sank, Her casualties are 15 wounded
are kb mrvivors,

MS-477 was hit by a coast defmase gun. S-32] was dasaged

Wﬂll plans .
LST_698 sustained operational damage during beaching operatlons

from 5 to 7 April.

A povised total of damage to snemy aircraft by Task Force 58
for the petiod 23 March through 7 April show a total of 52§ planen destroyed,
176 planes were shot down by the target Combat Ar Patrol st OKINAWA,
80 ahot down near the task force by plamss, 19 by Ak fire and 2 self-
destroyed. The rest are ascounted for on strikes, and searches, in—
elueding 99 destroyed on the ground.
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Enesy reaction also consists of daily and nightly attempts by
sulcicde boats and swimmers against our forces. A small boat manned by
eneny troops with dynamite charges attacked behind cur lines at ANASHT,
on the east ccast, and was repulsed., Some of our patrolling vessals have
kdlled JAPMESE swismers, A possible site of a terpedo-launching battery
or a midget subsarine base, one-half mile sast southeast of YONABARLU,
was bombed with good results on & and 9 Arpil, A radar station on the north
end of the lsland was bosbed by our aireraft,

AL B A on 9 April, the island commander began the sssumption
of all logistic and administrative functlons on the island, including
all shore party operations, with the axception of the northern beaches
still under the 3rd Phib Corps control,

27th Ddvision, less one RCT, scheduled to land on the sastern
islands on 10 April, were put ashore on the HAGISHI beaches ard assigned
to the 2ith Army Corps.

During the day, fire sipport, delivered by i OBB, 5 CA, 2 CL and
19 0D theroughly coversd sarthern OKINAWA. Defanss positions ashore were
destroyed and many small boats were also damaged or destroyed. The HOFPING
(AFD-51) was hit by shore battery fire.

About 10 enemy o8 attacked our forces, commencing at 6340
Al STERRETT (DD-LOT shot doen 4 and was then hit by a Sth. She
— propulsicn and is being taken under tow, Two cther planes were
domn,

Marked improvesent has been shown in the road met along the
beaches, and unloading cordtions are apparethly good.

6 fighters and 15 ndght fighters from Marine Alr group 33
arrived at KADENA sdrfield en the afterncon of 9 April., The tactical
alr foree la now established ashors.

The following additional ship casualtisns have been reported:

On 6 Rpril, the CARLSON (DE-9) was hit by AL fire from our own

ships, G
On 8 April, TMS-92 wtruck & mine in NAKAGUSUED BAY but is still
+ TMS-A03 aleo hit a mine and ia beached. Casualtiss were L killed
and 12 wounded,

=1700=
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On 8 April, the 3rd Phib Corpe continued its advance on northern
CKINANA, and the 6th Marine Division reached a line about one-third of the
way up the MOTOBD PENINSULA. In the south, 2ith Army Corps was meeting
stiff resistance, and only minor local gains were registered, The 76th
Infastry Division was within 2,500 yurds of the WACHINATO sirfield on the
west coast, while the Tth Infantry Dlvisicn had probed within ops =ile
of the YOMABARU alrfisld on the sast coast. Heavy mortar and artillery
fire was received, including fire identified as that of ZL0MM mortar.
The casualty reports as of midnight 7/8 aApril ares

URIT KA HIA MIA IoTAL LMEFFECTIVES
Ird Phib Corps 10 13 2 25 10
m Mermiv i1 153 0 154 lﬁ:
MarDiv 182 [+] 5 12
TOTAL Iﬁ 1 ] EF T
2Usth Corpe 5 33 b 42 96
Tth Div 58 338 5 401 TR
T7th Div L9 173 3 225 L
-t % —3%
TOTAL o 1,20k
GRAMD TOTAL WL 1,366 =3 1,650 &7

rring the day, general fire support was delivered by L OBE,
i CA 3 CLand 16 D0, CVE planes continued providing direst alr support
to the ground troops.

Under-water demolition work was conducted on besches in NAGOD
WAN and those on the sast coast under our controls.

Between & and 7 PM, on 8 April, cur forces were sttacked by
L/é;umn. & wers shot down by AL md our planes and & seventh hit
forward on the CHEOORY (DD-802), ceusing considerabls damsge.

On the $th, our advance continued on the MOTOHU FENINSULA,
with patrols reaching three-guarters of the way to the northern and.

In the south, the 2ith Corpa’ front has been falrly well
stapiliged during the past Zi-hours, Heavy artillery and mortar fire,

and increased machine gun and small arms fire have been ancountered,
The enemy has adopted his ususl infiltration tactice.

=1695=
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On 7 April, Navy search planes sank a small cargo ship and a

sea truck off HATNAN ISLAND, and a lugger, off PORMOSA. Small craft off
BORNEO were strafed and a train wrecked in INDO-CHINA.

The submarine BESUGO (SS-321) and the HMS SPARK also cooperated
with the GAEILAN and CHARR in attackbng the ememy surface fore in the
FLORES SEA (reported 9 AM 9 April summary). The EESUGO accounted for an

V/ escorting minelayer,

The SEA ROBIN (S5-407) reports that she sank ? sea trucks
laden with troops and took 3 prisoners from the survivors,

The HAWKBILL (3S-366), on her third war patrol, sank one

large, one medium, two small cargo ships, one patrel craft, and two
‘/ landing craft, totalling 12,500 tons.
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v At 5132 PM, 6 Mpril, the COLHOUN (DD-801) was hit by & eneamy
crasi-divers, while patrolling 80 miles north of KERAMA RETTO, 2 planes
bit the starboard side of the ship and 2 hit the portside, At 9 P, the
ahdp was sbandoned and sank in 300 fathoms of water two hours lster,

The last item (morning summary 9 Mril, page 1695) should read
the WOERTS (OD-417) instead of the COLHCOUN,

v On 2 April, off OKINAWA, the HENRIOD (APA=L5) was seriously
demaged in the wicinity of the bridge when she was hit by a JAPANESE
sulside plane (morning sumary 4 April). It is expected the ship will
be able to sall under her own power by 11 April,

' At 6118 Al on 3 April, the LST-599 was struck by s suicids
plane, while at anchor in the KERAMA HETT0 (mormning summary 5 April).
Structural dasage to the main deck forward was suffered, and LCT-876, which
was carried aboard, also sustained considerable damage,

On the ndght of 4 April, LST-34received 5 hits from an B-inch JAF ANESE
coastal defense gun (sorning susmary 7 April). Only one shell did serious
I[/' dmmage. The ship is sea-worthy and capabls of fighting efficiently,

The RODMAN (DM3-21) was struck by 3 sulelde planes off OXKINAWA
between 3130 and 6:30 PM, & April J« Two bomba
detonated in the ship and the aide, puncturing the hull. The

supsr-structure ls gutted by fire, and the bow badly damaged and cpen to

the ses. Casualties were 9 idlled, 15 wounded and 7 missing. The ROMMAN
shot down i planes, snd i others also crashed near the ship, as well as the
three which actuslly hit, She returned to port under her own powsr after
extinguishing fires.

A dasmage report has now been received fres the HANOOCK (CV-19),
which was hit at 12¢11 AL 7 April by a sulcide plans carrying a besb,
{ B_ﬁ. Serdcus damage resulted to the 5-inch and
m oa, catapults and elsvatora, flight deck fualing
stations, hangar deck elsctrical equipment, beams and stanchions. The

casualties are 29 killed, 52 wounded and 35 missing, Other ships in the
force have recovered &7.

The COMFORT (AH=6), reported morning sussary 9 April as having

bean attacked by enemy alreraft, was actually attacked by one of our osn
\/ planes returning from a night slssion.
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The HAYNESWORTH (DD=TOO) was severely damaged cn & April by a L
sulcide attack, which struck her forward on the starboard slde, Damage
is confined to the forward part of the from the main deck teo the bridge
level, HNo casualties have been repe

number of enemy planes near OKINAWA., Six JAF plmes were shot down, four
crash-dive attempts missed and fivl/planes crashed into the EMMONS., Large L/

fires were started, magazines exploded and there was flooding in the forward
and affer—compartments. The EMMONS was abandoned at 7 PM and was later sunk

by gunfire from the EILYSON (DMS-19).

There were six officers and 121 enlisted survivors. The casualty
list shows 17 killed, 71 wounded and 39 missing.

The HOWORTH (morning and afternoon summaries 7 April) (DD-592) ‘L//
was attacked on & April by 5 ensmy planes, one of which erashed the HOWORTH,
while 2 others crashed close aboard. The HOWORTH is sea-worthy but has only

local control of her guns.

PT boata in the PHILIPPINE AREA boambarded the enemy on CARABAD
ISLAND, in MANILA BAY, and on the beaches of morthwestern LEYTE on & April,

On 6 April, MARCUS ISLAND was bombed by 11 Liberators. 3 lLiberators
received minor damage from enemy AA fire,

PHILIFFINE~based patrol planes sank a tug near HONG EONG and a small
AK off HATNAN on 7 April, 3 small AK's were left burning.

The submarine BAYA (83-318) has returned from war patral and
reports the sinking of 19,300 tons of enemy shipping. The shipe sunk were:

Ship Tornage

10 10,000 tons
1 7,500 ®
1 DD 1,000 "
1 DE 800 "
Total 19,300 =
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Ancther group sttacked SAKTSHIMA GUNTO and shot down the only snemy
aireraft over the target, destroyed 5 planes on the ground and destroyed or
dasaged 7 more., 7 small cargo vesssls ware alpo damaged.

Cur slreraft, on 7 April, shot down 50 J&F planes (sorning susmary
ﬂmu].ﬁm&ihmhﬂmlmwmlﬂlmmh
iplmlmhlmpdmthlyni:dl.ﬂImmnﬂﬁbtmb;rnhipul
AL fire, & of our fighter pllots are missing,

A fighter-bomber strike attempted to locate the remnsnts of the JAP
surface force (morning sumsary 7 April) without success, A8 a result, TOKUMD
and KIEAT JIMA alrfields were sttacked, O(nly a few eneay planes were shot
h‘l?irllmﬂwdwﬂlnﬂuupruulﬂmdmlnrm sot
on a8,

As the result of a J& air attack on our fast carrier force on &
Agril, the HANOOCK (CV-19) (morning sumsary 8 April) and the HATHESWORTH (DD-700) [
wore damaged by suiciders. The CHAALES 8, SPEAAY ([D-697), the HARRISON (DD-573),
bhe TAUSSIG (DD-74b) and the SAN JACINTO (CVL-30) were dasaged and are also
returning to a rear area for repairs. The HARRTSON and the SPEFRY were dazaged
by sulcider mear-sisses. The SAN JACINTD and the TAUSSIG were dasaged by bosb
near-miases,

r At Lol5 MM, 9 April, the hospital ship USS COMFORT (AH-6), while
| fully 411luminated, was attacked twica by enmy alreraft about 100 mides east
of MITAKD. 3 bombs were dropped, landing near the ship. Fortumately, neither
the ship was damaged nor any perscnnel injured,

The DANIEL T, GRIFFIN (APD-38) recelved structural dasage while | _

the afterncon of & April. The (RIFFIN was damaged beyond the scops of the
ship's repair fmmtﬁl,‘ W et

The LEUTZE (DD-4L21) was hit by a JAP mcide plane st 6:15 P on
& April (morning sumsary 7 April). The bomb carried by the sauicider (500=

main deck to the keal, Extensive [looding resulted, Both shalfts were bernt,
but speeds up to B knots are possible, One man was killsd, 7 are missing and
30 were wounded.

sast of OKINAWA, was hit by & J&F crash-diver on the portside of the main deck
betwsen guns Mo, 1 amd Ho, 2, The attack took place at 6117 FM on & April,
The ship sustained heavy dsmage, but Ls able to procesd to port at 7 kmots.
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The submarines GABILAN (55-252) and the CHARE (83-328), in a cosbined
utuk,nnthﬂuucdfmﬂ,lmklmi-chuuu.iur{njinﬂ—
FLORES SEA. The OAEILAN scored ons hit on the JAP crulser, which alowed her
down, ‘The CHARR followed this attack with 3 solid hita.

On QEINAWA, the 2ith Army Corps continued to register omall gains
agninst heavy and stubbern oppositicn in the south, The snemy are
heavy artillery. Fleld artillery, naval gunfire and carrier aircraft are
mpporting the troops.

In the north, on & April, Marines had advanced between one and two
miles on MOTOHS PENINSULA.

Major General F, P. Muleahy, USMC, is st present commanding alr-
forces based on OKINANA (momning summary & April).

On 7 April, thers wore about 30,000 OXINAWANS belng cared for by
s Military Government organizaticn. Local housdng, food stocks and farm
mm-mhm;uudwrmmhm-muuu-. There is only a s=all
amourt. of live stock available, Medicsl facilities of the military government
ars being taxed, even though the number of medical cases 4is lase than anticipated.

jpproximately 350 natives are belng cared for on KERAMA RETTO. It
is sstimated that there are 200 more civilians in caves with JAP poldisrs who
will not permit them to surrmdesr, As the result of & pre-invasion sulclde
sgremant, about 20 civilisns are desd and 40 more suffering from throat wunds,

The following additional information concerning strike repults of our

fast carrier force have been reported; Om 1, 2 and 3 April, 2 fast carriar
ot down 5 JAP planes and destroyed 10 on the graind. 15 additional

phun-m:ithrd-m:dnrd-q-ﬁnttmrmmmmmsm
GUNTOS. cmmnlm-lu\km-mﬂnml,lzlwl,mlllndé—u
eraft, mnd probsbly sank 3 luggers and damaged 13 luggers, 15 small craft snd
sn APD.

mnmu,mmm-mmmmamms,thﬂm
mmdnm,jd-ﬂﬁpdmthn;mmmr?mbm: destroyed or dmmaged.
mmall craft wers slso damaged.

was hit by a fast carrler group on 5 April, which caused
heavy damage to fuel dumps and bulldings. 20 small craft were also dasagsd.

Regraded Unclassified
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- Fire support was agaln furnished to beth corps from both
ides of the ialand by 5 OBS, § CA-CL and 18 DD,

& Marine Corsairs and 7 Marine Helloats arrived at TOMTAN
airfield on the afterncon of 7 April,

Two JAP planes wers shob down over the area on the afterncon
of 7 April, We loat 3 planes in the afterncon, two as the remilt of a mid-air
erash. Only one pilot was loat.

Ships received damage from our own AA fire during the JAP
sir attack on 6 April.

Tha AUDRAIN (APA=59) received hits on the bridge, and &
parsonnel wers wounded. The FC5-370 was damaged arl ope was killed and 5 wounded
in the ship's personnel., One man was wounded on the HITTE (APA-68). The
BASKET (APA-5) had a forward boom shot mway and the rigging ssvered. Five
af the ship's persconel ware wounded.

The HARRY F, BAUER (MM=26) was hit by sn serial torpedo at |
6145 P on 5§ April, south of IE SHIMA. The torpedo passsd through the |
bow of the ship without expleding. The torpeds entersd above the waterline
on the port side. Repairs are being made at & repalr ship, Ko personnel
ware injured

\ The MARYLAND (BB-46) received a bomb hit on Ho. 3 turret.
The bosh did not penetrate, but caused hesvy dasage to the turret. It ia
'hlinﬂwnmmr_mﬂiﬁmth-mwﬂduﬂﬂdmnuw L~
hours' work. lpﬂiﬂmncmlwwtimnm-thdmnfﬂmmd

19 men are wounded and 15 men are missing. & unidentified bodies have been
recovered.

The subtmarine HARDHEAD (85-365) reports sinking a large
tanker, The SPADEFISH (S85-ill) and the TIAANTE {85~420) report additicnal
sinkings of one JAP schoonar and one enemy lugger respoctively.

Regraded Unclassified




CiMIMCH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEET
MEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANEER (M CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT

o WASHINGTON &5, B, ©. -
IW 9 B8 April 19&5
)
<

SQUTH ASD CENTRAL PACIFIC (CONT'D.)

ar forces at OKINAWA were under heavy attack by enesy aireraft on
6 and 7 April. In sdditien to the ships reported damaged or sunk (meming
summary of 7 April), the following additional ships were hit: The LOGAN
VICTORY, the HOBSS VICTORY (smmunition ships), and LST-347 are all a probable
total loss. The loss of the asmunition ships limits the reserve smsunition on
hand, although the situation in the fire support ships currently is good,

JAP planes attacked the transport ares batween 3p25 M and 10:15
MM on 7 April. About 20 ensmy planss made the attacks, of which & were ahot
down by CAF and & by ships! gunfire.

The WESSON (DE-184) snd the EENNETT (DD-473) were damaged by ermay -~
adr action on the morning of 7 April, Both ships were hit by suiciders,

Meanwhile, on OKINAWA, the Marines continued thelr advance with only
minor reslstance, and at & Pl oo 7 April, had extended their front line about
3-1/2 miles porth on ISHIKAWA FENINSULA, Patrols had advanced an additional
4 miles and wers pow exploring the base of the MOTOHD FENINSULA, At 8 MM on 7
april, units of the &th Marine Division landed on the southwest coast of MOTOBEC
FENINSULA, near its base, to reconnolter the ares. Mditional elements of the
&th MarDiv reconnoitered the islands of IKE, TAKA and HEANZA EAMARE, all in
the MAKACUSUKED WAN. Mo enemy activity was reperted.

The 2ith Army Corpe advanced slowly, averaging about LOD yurds in the
past 2k hours, They are emcountering very rough and cliff-1ike terrain, which
the enemy has fortified by an elaborate system of strong-points, pillbocxes, block
housss and trenches., The JAPS sabjected the troops on the southern front to
spersdic mortar, artillery and machine gun fire, Some attmmpts at infiltration
wers mads, The F6th Division captured UCHI TOAMARI, on the west coast, north of
FAHA. Marins srtillery and 2ith Corpa' artillery have now reinforced division-
al artillery in the south.

Casuaities for the landing foree are as followat

I LA HI4 MLk I INEFFECTIVES
3rd Phib Corpa pls} 13 2 25 10
::: Marmy k0 iﬂ? - i;z Dm

MarDdv -

TOTAL 'ﬁ" -] s B 1&'
24th Corpa - 2 4 & &l
Tth My s 24,8 5 27 98
TTth Div &9 173 - 222 13:
G6th Div ; ﬁ
GRAND TOTAL - 1,21 D 1,523 602

=1692=
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Fatrol planes operating west of KYUSHU on 7 April, after the carrier
planes attacked the JWF surface foree (morning summary 7 April), reported sight-
ing an enemy battleship listing heavily, down by the stern amd dead in the
water, a light crulser underway but ssoking and leaving a trail of oll and an-
other light crulser and thres destroyera stopped and apparently undesaged.
There was much debris and numercus JAP survivers in the water. During twilight
of the night of 7/8 April, only the light cruiser and four destroysrs ware
cbserved, The cruiser was still smoking and the four DD's showed no apparsnt
damage. A1l five ships were daad in the water. There was burning oil on the
water throughout the area. Throughout the might, there was no change in the
group, although it was moving slowly or drifting northward, The foregoing
sightings were made about &0 miles west of the scuthern end of KYUSHU,

In addition to the damage inflicted on the enemy surface force (morn-
ing summary 7 April) complete reports indicate that about 30 JAP planes were
shot down by the fast carrier foree planes or guafire., The HANCOCK (CV-19) was | _-
dazaged when she was hit by a sulcide diver. Large topslde fires resuilted, but
wore quiclkdy extinguished. The flight deck will be ready for full operation
after an sstissted l0-hours repalr during daylight.

| A more complete report of damage inflicted on the enesy cn & April

| by planes of the fast carrier force (afterncon sussary 7 April) has been

I:Hui.rld. 24,5 JAP planes were shot down in the OKINAWA AREA on & April, 101 of these
were shot down over the fast carrier force, while 132 were destroyed by the

CAF over OEINAWA. OGunfire from ships destroyed sn additional 12, 2 JAF planes

were destroyed on the ground, and L ssall carge veasels were sunk. Many eneay

amall eraft were damaged. Several of cur ships were damaged on & April, but

The BRITISH er force attacked airfialds on ISHIGAKT ard MITAKD
in the SAKISHIMA GUNTO The MITAKD runways are bellaved to
unserviceabls after the bombing. Low clouds prevented heavy straf-

th
On & April, & sulciders at d the BHITISH force. Ome near-alssed |
mm#m {oV), causing no damage or casualties, although the wing tip

Five JAP planes were shot down and 3 destroyed on the ground. The
BRITIS force lost 2 planes in combat and 12 operationally.

-1691~-
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The HALLIGAH (DD=584) hit what was believed to be a mine on 26
ch, about 4 miles west of MAHA, The HALLICAN's forwird magasine explod- Pl
ed and the ship is a total loss and beached in the [ERAMA RETTO,. 165 men
and 2 officers ore the only survivors.

n & April, the WITTER (DE=-636) (moming sumsary 7 Aprll) sustain-
od extensive damage when a suicide diver struck her forward side. The bomb L~
carried by the JAP plane exploded inaide the ship., The WITTER can atdll
ceed at 10 knots on her port engine. & men were killed end 1 officer and
mon wounded,

The HOTORTH (0DD-5%92) (morning suspary 7 April) wsms struck by

a sulcide plane on the bridge at 5 PN & April, near IE SHIMA, northwest

OEINATIA. The entire superstructure is warped. Decks and frasmes are

twisted, but there is no damage below the main deck. Casuslties ore
idlled, 5 missing and 1 wounded.

Cn 5 and 6 April, the dock ares at CFEU sms undsr enemy artillery
fire,

FT'a bombarded newly prepsred JAF positions on CARABAD ISLAND in
MANILA BAY on 5 April,

On 5 April, patrol planes sank a small frelghter and a large trans-
port near BONG KONG. On 6 April, a sea truck wma sunk near HOHG EORG and an
enemy plane shot down near ANCY, Enemy installations in INDO CHINA were attack=-
od,

On 5 April, 18 Liberators bombed TRUK,

The submarine SEL ROBIN (55-407) has returned from her second war
patrel and reports alnking 12,000 tons enemy shipping. 2 amall cargo vessels
and 2 medium freighters were sunk,

The mubmarine BESUGO (83-321) reports sinking an enemy escart
vossel.

Regraded Unclassified
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furing the afternoon of & April, our fast carrier force was
attacked by o larpe mumber of enemy planes, In this attack, 150 JAP
planes wers destroyed. The report of our loases and damage in this
action has pnot been received,

On & April, Haval casualties sustained ameng the personnel of
28 ghina and ons UDT since the bepinning of the operstions nt ORTHANA
are: Killed = 125, wounded 2567, missing 71. This doss not include personnel
camultion sustined by the fast carrier fores,

Total JAP casusltiss on EERAMA HETTO up to & April are: 539
illsd and 166 taken prisoner,

On & April, the lst Uarine Division made & reconnaiassance of
YABUCHT ISLAND, off KATSURE] PENINSULA on OKINATA (morning summary 5
April). Ho JAFS were found nor were any defenses lncetad,

The murf at OKIHATA was decreasing om 6 April and beach comditions
had improved.

During the had weather on the nisht of 4-5 aprdl, LST-55L was
damaged, LCI-1059 received damage above the waterline when the LEON (APA-LE) g
dragesd down on her, LST=TEl received heavy structural damage, but the
details are not available.

The MEVADA (ED-36) was hit 3 times by OXTHAWA shore batteries on L
5 April. The NEVADA 4s still operational. Two men were killed and 10 wounded
as the result of enemy gunfire.

The BORTE (DD=704), while alongeide the B33EC (CV-9) on 2 April,
rocoived topeide damage to equipment and the bridge when the shipa rolled
together in the heavy sea.

The ASHTABULY (AC-51) was mot seriously damaged in the collision |
with the THORNTON (AVD-11) (morning sumsary 7 April).

The BILALI (CL-80) (merning summary 29 March) shot down a JAF
ane on the night of 26-27 March. The snemy plans crashed into the port- g
side of the BILEI ot the waterline, tearing a hole 22 x 26 feet, There
wns scme flooding. Emergency repairs have been completed by the ship's
foroe.

L

=1b8%=
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On & April, the THORNTON (AVD-11) was demaged in & gpllision

with the ASHTABULA (AD=51) and has been towed to EERMMA RETTO. The
THORNTON ia heavily desaged and all peracnnal were resoved,
April

&

On & 5 PALAU was heavily hit by & Hellcats and 36 QGorsairs,
which destroyed 2 barges and a supply and smssunition dump. One of our
planes was dsmaged by AL fire,
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Progress on ONINAWA is still being made, and in the north the
3rd Amphiblous Corps had established a line on ISHIKAWA PENINSULA fre=
CHUDA, on the west coast to KISOT Wi, on the east.

The 2kth Corps were sncountering inereasingly stubborn reals-
tance from the snemy, particularly on the right flenk, Advances ware made
on the left flank and TIUWA TOWN on NAXAGUSUKD WAN was occupled, The Afmy
line, st & PMl on & April, extended from UCHITOMARI on the right flank to
TSUAA on the left flank.

Mr reconnaissance falled to disclose any ensmy to the north of
ISHIKAWA ISTHMUS, Patrols report that movement to the morth will be diffi-
cult, dus to & lack of roads and trails,

Casualties to the lamding force, as of midnight on 5 April, are
as followst

KA AL
Ird Fiib Corps 1 i 2 i 9
1lst MarDdy 33 1z - 145 104
6th MarDdv 37 19 - 156 68
2ith Corpe - 1 i 1 o
Tth Divislon bk 248 5 57 98
ﬁ Division JE.:]- 161 - 20y i
Division
) = % © i

Winesweoping on HAXAGUSUKD WAN and CHIMU WAN is contimuing.

The reconnsissance of TSUDEN JIMA, off KATSUREN PENINSULA,
reveals that thers is a garrison force of betwsen 75 and 100 JAPS equipped
with machine guns and mortars.

on & April, direct alr support was atill baing provided by air-
s and the fast carrier force, Ounfire support was furnish-
OEB, & CA-CL and 16 DD cn & April.
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0n the morning of 7 April, owr fast carrler force struck an

enemy surface force about 250 miles north of OKINAWA and about 75 miles
aouthwest of KYUSHU, The snemy force consisted of 1 Yamato-class battle—
ship, 1 o-class light crulser, ancther light cruiser or large destroyer
and 7 or 8 destroyers, As a result of our attack, the following JAP shipa
were sunk: 1 BE, 1 Agano-CL, 1 CL or 0D and 3 DD's. Two other destroyers

{ nﬂhhwmmmlr-MEMWlmmmm—
damaged, although all dpstroyers have been strafed and rocksted., The
battleship received at least 2 torpedoes and 8 hits frea 1,000=pound boxbia,
AL fire over the snemy force was heavy, There was no enesy alr epposition,
We lost about 7 planes,

At last report, the remnant of the JAF force was retiring to
the north,

On the afterncon and evening of & April, & heavy enemy alr attack
was aade againest our force in the ONINAWA ASEA, The enesmy attacked in about
20 groups, end scored a total of 22 sulcide crashes. Two sulcide planes
scored misses. A total of 116 enemy planes wers destroyed, of which our
planes over the area shot down 55,

The following ships were hit by sulciders:

8 (00-529) -
COLHOUN {DD=£01) Sunk
BA0NS (DMS-22 Sunk
-~ im-u? Sinking
# 1EUTIE (DD-481 Sinking
HOMAN (DD=732) Hoavily damaged
RODMAN Heavily damaged
MILLANT (DD-528) Two hits
) ¢ 2 hitas
) 2 hits
#DEV ASTATOR Hu}lﬂ; Uinor damage
Minor damage
EECEUIT (AN-285 Ho repart
DEFENSE (M-317 No report
m DD=592 Ho report
(DO-476) Ko report.
The ships damaged were all radar pickets, transport screen, firs
support ships or minecraft.
=16868
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ra The SFRONSTON (DD=577) susteined minor damage as the result '
of A near-miss,

is some posaible underwater damage.

The hulk of the DICKERSON (APD-21) has been sunk., (Morning
summary i April). L~

Minsswesplng at the entrance to NAKAGUSUKU WAN comtinues.

Q‘/ ;mumrh.-nnn-mnumtmummutmj There

Thare was no enamy alr attacks reported during the pericd from
6 P, 4 April to noon 5 April.

About 9,000 OKINAWANS have surrendsred to our forces and are
under the control of the military govermment in the occupled area.

On & April, an snemy plcket boat was sunk northeast of CHICHI

Cn 5 gpril, 11 Marine Helldivers heavily boembed MALOELAF, One
plane sustained minor damage.

- 1685 -
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Troops on OKINAWA contimed to min:tunj T!BlHl.\"i.hl

nto ISHIKANA PENINSULA, Marine patrols had Mma-d umddlrlhh
distances be th-i.r own lines on both the east and west coast of théS
‘A. ptuuap ore report of crganized enemy resistance oa-thin—
Elsmants First Marine Division landed on YUBICHI SHIMA,
nf! KATSUREN PENINSULA, st—fdii- on 5 April,

;ﬁi" Consrel B, .00 lger) LAC, saoimpt-Soumand ‘wabiote V3 P s s,

The 24th Army Corps comtinued thair mﬂﬁmﬁzm no
informatiSn as to Getusl progrews iv avallssle, tanks were lost
due to enemy actlon. Enemy artillery fire was received in the vicinity

i ,Iofﬁm.mrthutnf Towne encountered thus far in the advance

hm not been !W%m gl i, /mu-?' it ag g Tl

“I

Beach conditions are sach thet 15 LS5T may beach at one time,
This Ls largely the result of excellent work by demolition tesms in
breaching the reafs off the north beaches.

lhmmfunbhlﬂmtof#mﬂlmumuurrhum
“ stained due to the he
oy qf- —w-.l sung damsge due VY

Lsu~12 1s brosched and in bad condition, Some of the damage
was caused when LST-E15 broached and forced LA-12 against LST-570. LsT-
675 has some flooding, her engines and generators are inoperative, and she
1s badly broached.

19556 is flooting in the sagise room and ballast tanks from
holes punctured in the bottom by a reef.

151CA89 1s broached. LST-736 has been beached due to a flooded
engine room.,

Regraded Unclassified
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Qur alrcraft over IE SHIMA on 4 April received some Al flire
from the westarn part of the 1aland,

The FENSACOLA (CA=24) damaged her starboard propeller on 31
March while re-arming from an L3T.

On 3 Aprdil, YMS 71 sank after hitting a sine in the vicinity
of SANGA SANGA. 2 of the crew were ldlled and T injured.

Reinforcements were landed on CEBU on 3 April without inter-
ference. Supply convoys to NEGROS ISLAND from PANAY are operating without
difficulty,

On 3 and & April, FT's landed Havy scouts on SANGA SANGA,
destroyed 7 JAP bargea under conatruction on NEGROS, sank 3 barges off
MINDANAD, landed Army scouts on JOLO ISLAND, strafed JAP positions on
CAHABAO ISLAND inm MANILA BAY and in a jodnt attack with Arsy aireraft
assaulted the ensmy on western MINDANAOD,

Navy patrol planss sank 3 amall freighters off the CHIMA COAST,
strafed 3 locomotives mnd freight cars in INDD CHINA and shot down one
JAP plane and damaged 3 others, over INDO CHINA.

The submarine SEA LIOM (55-315) reports that she sank & JAP
gasaline tanker,

-1683-
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3rd Marine casuslties for the IWD JIMA operation, up to & April,

ware as follews;
Qfficers  Men
EIA &L 851
WIA 151 3,147
MIA -
nr

CHAND TOTAL (Officers and Mem) = 4,200

During the ssas pericd, the 3rd Marfdy killed 7,839 JAPS amd
captured 247,

Regraded Unclassified
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SR Minemweeping at IE SHIMA and sast of OXINAWA was golng forward
v The WANE ISLAND (CVE-65) (morning swmary & April) was damaged s [~

the result of 2 sulcide near-aisses.

The CHILTON (APA-38) sustadned sircr damsge in the attacks by | -
suicdde aireraft on 2 to 3 April, b

On 1 April, the USS ALPTRE (APA-92) was damaged by a sudeider,;
|~  Thers is a hole 30 x 30 fest in the hull on the starboard side and 2 [
s=all holes on the maln deck,
= In the ssme attacks, LST=599 was badly damaged and is incperative,

LCI-82 was sunk on & April off NAKAGUSUKU WAN, in an engagesent with [
v an enesy NTH. The enemy PT was destroyed.

The strike of our fast carrier force of 30 and 31 March (morning
summary 4 April) has besn finally reported upon, and the score shows 22

At
and defense of the entire island,
3

0 2, 3 and 4 Agril, 54 JAPS were killed and 19 captured on ImD

During the same peried, no loading was accomplished due to rough

=1681-
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mrz =43 HIA MI4 ITAL INEFTECTIVES
£th MarDiv b} BS - 17 50
1ot MarDdv 13 [¥il - 53 35
Tth Inf. Ddv. 32 155 3 130 5l
9éth Inf, Div. 20 us 5 Lid 1L
TTth Inf. Div. L3 140 - 00 L8
2th Corpa - 1 - 1 k
&=3rd Fhib Corps - -
TOTAL ot o =
_.? i T 2 r W gl W N i
JAP comcentrations previcusaly reported northeast of NAHA have

£_1. not been substantisted through ssrial reconnaissance. Enmy concentra~
tions received heavy naval gunfire and air bosbardment.

mhmﬂ.lnﬂmﬂnwmwudwsm!,icm
and 18 DD,

The fast carriers and CVE's furnished direct air support, md
reconnal ssance by the m-:m“mmwmmm“m
siza. cnumﬂ,munn:th-rm:mtmnmmmumﬂ
mmmuumn-utar;nmm-.nmpmmw
ﬂ#ﬂiﬂimtmth-nﬂjluwm-. Our alroraft
ﬁmm—llmnnrum.Iuﬂu-dMufml
mmummmmﬁmmmum

mhnzwmmmuammwmm
YONTAN FIELD, Only 2 personnel wers lost.

Milﬂ-ﬂ“ﬁl‘ﬂhﬂhwtﬂlmo The sea in
% moderate with s slight surf,
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ous Corps mnd the 24th Army Corps were advancing
The Marines sre bayond NAKADOUWAAT on the wast
afforts to reach the east coast north of KATCHIN
PENINSULA. The lst Marine Division reached the peninsula and isclated it.
The units of the Z4th Army Corps are on the east coast snd control the morthern
half of the coast on NAKAGUSUED WAN, The $6th Infantry Division is advancing
pouth along the west coast in the direction of the snemy concentration near
SHIRU, northeast of MAHA.

Beaistance is so light that the resulting rapid movement of the troops
makes it difficult to report any fized lires of advance.

The 96th Divisien reported that & small group, 5 men and 1l wosen,
dressed in JAP Army unlforams, sttempted an attack. When the sttack failed,
the women committed suicide.

The FOREMAN (DE=£33) was damaged st 1:20 M, 3 April, when a bomb
hit and sxploded in the engineering plant, LST=-539 is reported inoperative ]_/
and the cargo ruined as the result of a firae,

1pmn¢wrmmu-nwmuuwmmmm
JREA on 1 April, covering the retirement of the FRITISH fast garrier force,

on the afterncon of 3 April, JAP planes in six groups attacked the
transport ares but caused no damage. The CAP and antisireraft fired from
the ships kmocked down 11 JAF planes. One of our torpsdo planss was damaged
in a crash-lsnding at YONTAN FIELD during the attack.

On the night of 1 Agril, a JAP fighter plane made s routine spproach
and landing on TONTAN airfield, The pllct, after taxking the plane into line,
was shot by a Marine wpon leaving the plane.

Peach conditions are excellent and the unloading is progreseing well.
Beach roads are being bullt. hmi-ﬂ#nﬂtﬁ-uhmmﬂ.

htmlplun,m}mﬂ.hnihdmﬂn;ﬂtﬂﬂ-wm
HONG . 1hriilﬂh#ﬂuﬂrmwlhrpm-lmkmﬂdhlm
sast of FRMOSA. The tug was left completely on firs. 2 mall cargo vesssls
wers sunk in KIRUN HABOE on northern FUHMOSA.
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The troons larinpen on CHINSTA have gl Food progres
and are esplorylng sve agns to eapltalize th sak reslstance,

,..'..a—u--u-—!-!'-n—-#—-nprﬂ .ﬂ'c e u-lit"-lif' of tl h Infentry fHeploent

e [ F-1.1 3 L ol OKIMNATL s hattallon sosslad TOOAR on

EATSUREN TR, _h.u_l bay at the northern end of EANAGUSU The
96th Division wos moving acuth on the right [lank and had reached the tow
of FUTEMA. ALl divisional COF's are operating ashers,

amm-q:
e

Py

- Az lote as snamy Tosistance was atill eharasteriz-

od By small arms and mortar

i i 4
scattered units,

ir reconnaissance reports en ctivity and troop conoentro=
tions southeast of EAHA alrfiel: It in satimated the JAFS b '4" with=
irawn the groater portion of thelr lorces to the southern part of
Native CITNALES are surrendering in sonsiderable nmurbers as the

propaganda leaflets dropped among th

pavel cunfiss spe serpeslias—Lhe—pars—eperaiions,

e n 2 4;1-1_1, 19 of cur cbssrvatlion planss wers using TOUTA
and EADENA sirfields. EADENA airfield is serviceatls u".l;-' for margemy
landings. Some construction work is pecessary before it becomes aval 1able
for full eperatlon.

Llver gy Seemelie
bt ructural damageg

Regraded Unclassified
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Throughout 1 April, naval gunfire suppert was furs 1
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EI2IC (ConTeD.)
the 10th U, 8

sachaes of JOUTHI
cally no [ire

YONTAE nnd ]
tanks ond artillery,
landed at that hour.

dymanelng Ar

r0AE (APA=121) o
april, The \.J;b 8 roos

farred Lo ot

(=2T) was

ri

fire and the cosbai alr
1 1 April.

f Ir. sipport of the QKINANA operatlion, the carrisr
POIFIC FIE randed by Tice Adedral Sir Pernard Za«ld
| LTYAND 5 NASET SHIOT0S, on 31
ht antisfrgralt fire,

the 20
i only al

8 in th

tion ia reporbed

The DNEITISH onrrier force was attacked by 10 end

1 aprll, Four enemy aircraft were shot

. L e 4

The DDEFATICARLE wns dasoged by a JAF suleide plene, The INDEFATIO

s opsrational, but will require some repairs ot = rear base, The ULITER (1D
yived dasagze when hit by a bomb and is now beling towed L

IAEIA (CL)e g -

=1bbE=
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s RET 9 a.m. 1 April 1945.
> SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd

Patral planes sank a small enemy AE off the coast of CHIMNA, om 29
Yarch. On 31 March, search planes shot down 4 eneny planea and destroyed
o train, several trucks and 5 buildings in INDO-CHIHA.

The destroyer MURRAY (DD-576), afterncon sumary 30 March, was hit
by & Jap merial torpeds, which penstroted the ship on the starboard aide
and after passing through, fust above the waterline, exploded near the ship
on the port side, Congiderable damage and minor flooding was sustained, but
the MIRRAY can proceed st 25 knots. The enesy torpede plane was shot demn
by the MAMRAY. The casualtles are one killed and several wounded,

PRATAS ISLAND, 200 sdles southeast of HOMG KONG, was bombarded by
the BIACKFISH (38-221).

1665~
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6@ SCOUTH AND PACIFIC 'd

On the night of 27-28 March, crulsers and destroyers (2 CB and 4 CL,
commanded by Rear Adairals F. 5. Lew and J. C. Jones, Jr.), bombarded
EINAMT DATTO, causing fires and explosiens. On 28 March, carrier air-
eraft atruck the same target, destroying an ammunition dump, run positions,
the radio station, three warehouses, barracks and several mmall buildings,
Dther bulldings were damaged. WINAYT DAITO is located about 200 miles east
of OEINAMA.

A revised report of the damage inflicted by ocur fast carrler force
in the attacks against KYUSHU and the NANSEI SHOTOS, en 28 and 29 Merch,
are as follows:

SUNK FROY T SINE DALAGED
1TIE 11 =mall AKS 1DE

I, med. AK 1 mad. AK
10 small AEs 13 small AKs
L luggera

Damare inflicted on enesy aircraft has not changed since the tabula-
tion subzitted in the afterncon summary of 31 March.

In the two day strike, we lost 12 planes in gombat and § opsrationally.
12 pilots and B cremmen are alsc missing as & result of the aircraft losses,

On 28 lareh, bulldings were wammaﬂm. AMAMT O SHIMA and
YAKU SHIMA, in the northern RYUEYUS and s hangar and shops were damaged at
KANOYA. The following day, carrier aireraft concentrated their attacks on
neutheen KYUSHT and burned and damaged hangars, barracks and ships at KADO-
SHTMA, XAMOYA, KUSHIRA, CHIRAN and IBUSUKI, ell located in southern KYUSHU.
The MINAMATA chemical plant, in southern KYUSHU, was hit and fires wore
started at the reilrosd depot in IBUSUKI.

mjlmﬂh.!xhnprmmtauﬂumpmucmmbmw
plm,mdtmtm-d.unh.wbmlmhd. Merchant ships are now unload-
ing at CEBU CITY. thmehmnhmmmer'umrwm,
on the night of 29=30 March.

On 1 April, amphibious forces comsanded by Captain H. F. MeCae, U.5.N.,
landed R.0.T. 158 of the 6th U.S, Aray, near LBCASFI on southeastern LUZON{1L ey (ui[
{ LEGASPT is in ALBAY PROVINCE. An air and rawnl bombardment preceded the land-
{ ing. Initially, the trocps wers reslsted by heavy enemy artillery fire.

\""_"Hrursﬂ during the perlod 17 to 27 March, mined enemy waters in the
PESCADORES, st TAKAQ, AMOY, SWATOW, HONG KONG, YULINEAN BAY on HAINAN and
HATHAN STRAIT.

=168d=
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1 4 ol 1 [
SOUTH AD CENTRAL PACIFIC - (CCITYD.
¥ - 1 T " ¥
LallakCl 1 L i at
| the ip. Thare was demaps te o s aft . th £ tice
| of Turretl 3, no igmage to grognent LS iatained, —uooof the ghislse
s T ket ped—tr—m T TeTrI wtk 1a
| - iy & e F o a . reral s tom
waporalors are { 1 * VEra rt by

£ 4 11 T

LD 4n MANTYLL BAY was banbard-

¢n the night of 29 Yarch, one of our bombers
sunfire in an sitack on a J&F convoy south of HATD
Wil aged, Cn the previcus pdght, patrol planss sank 3
m=nll A off the CHINA coast and flred 3 other Junis,

On 30 Eardh, FALAU was sttacked by 24 Corsairs, which sank o
notor boat, destroyed a bullding and damaged a pler. & Corssirs danaged
i s

barges ot SONSCROL, scutheast of FALAU. 4 bosbers attacked CHICHI JIVa,
HAHA JIUA and AE JIKA in the BCHINI.

- 1662 =
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§ & 31 Lareh 1945

v ey
Vet 1.

ships ars refueling and taking on ammunition
group. Flanes [rom the poaplone base in NERELL RETTO were o

anti=subserine operations on 29 Uarech. The reduction of K HETTC resulted
in the following landing foroe sasuslities: 24 killed, 61 vounded, The

aneery dead totad 300 and an additional 140 are estismated to be moaled

in esven. Thers are 99 priscrers,

ineswesping, beach reconnalssance, o8 well as air and gunfircs
support of f CHINAJA, la procedding mccording teo achedule.

Thus far 2500 s=puare nilos have been awept ami the beuch
reconnad nasmos peports no enemy aines or wire on the beashes, & number
| of cbatacle posts were found on the beaches opposite KAIENA airflisld,
Deaches are all clear as the remlt of demolition operatlens &y UDT
teans, The demolition worl and reconnaissance was gonduwoted with only

emall srme oppesition. COne man iz reported wounded.

Alr and qunfive support has been sxcellent, Bocbardment of
boach defenses hos remilted in the breactiing of all s=a walla, Eu:xa_" £
) oy " o asttacked midget s at UNTESN KD,

Firg_Two motor Lorpad Goal:

Erigres werc nlso Aotacked, Je lost 2 ale-

posdtions, ai
eraft wnd pllots.

On 2E and 29 Earch; planes of our fast sarrier force opepating
aff the NAUSEI 3008 destroyed 1T JAP planes in the slr and 15 on the
Eround .

AL CEINATA and in the JERALL RETIU, we have destroged 230
muinides craft, The JAP reacticn thus far has been limited to sporadic
attacks by planes snd small eraft, At lsast j, of the erash-divers wepe
shot down.

A delayed report stutes that on 25 Uarch, the AYININ (00-355)
and the THORN (DD=647) probably sank a J&F sub in a joint attack, The
sttack teok place about 200 =ilea southsast of SAKISHIUA GUNTO,

JAF ¥THYs, in two groups on the night of 39-30 Larch, attacked
our night patrols off WZSTERYN CIINANA. Our ships regeived no damage and
the JAP craft were driven off with mlaﬂluﬂ-: and one possibly sunk.

G'I. 31 March, they INDIANAPCLIS (Ga=348) was crashed

b=
by o JAP fightor armed with a bomb, s plane hit cn the portalde for-
# ward, teaping a hole in the oain and second deeis, It 1s believed thet

-1661=
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ot from the IT

had spant

e in & cave near LD

s he JAPS are fir + thelr omn wrtillery from it
the burst will hit the ground and confuse our mpotters,

The SEYLAE (A&==03) kit

todiy DIFEE KW . 1

of tha afficers

s The Znd Zc

alon of the 3nd Larins U
\ eondueting the mopping up operatl
slon, to date, have kllled 7 510 JAF

Ts JAPS and taken 152
ing are the casualtlen sustained by tha Ird Haorlne It

d Marine Divi-
nera. The follow
slon up to 20 Larahy

Qificers Yen
IdA ) B3
LA b 3,129
MIA 1

Total casualtlen 187 3,989

fn 28 March, 12 Marine Helldivers attacked JAUIT,
planes on the ssoe date, attascked and dmaged a purber of small boats
at UILIE snd JAUTT. A patrol plane attasked machine gun and delense
pun emplacesents on KUSALZ.

Patrol

The submarine TIR
JAP iIts, The SPADEFISH (55-411) sank on= AKX
destromd 2 atean trawlers with munfire,

Regraded Unclassified
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SOUTH AND CEMTRA PASIFID (OO0

In the ESQIL RETID ARSA of the MANSET
Wan explured on the morning of 27 Enreh, &f
is uninhabited. On AKL =t iy the only enemy resaining sre micers,
ing the morning of 28 Unreh, only intermitient fightine eontlnued on

ST

Landing foroe cammlties frem
only 24 killed ard &5 wourded, 297 degd J
prisonars have been tuken,

conplete rejorts totalled
S have been counted, L9

Cn 36 Mareh, the Seapluns Bose Oroup, commanded by
Uclean, est ished a seaplane bose in the [ Slath HETD, Seanlanes for
the basvere asheduled to arrive on 26 0 arch,

although scheduled
ko 11,000 3 ardn,

111

Knesweeping and boshsardeent still eent
naval punfire s sti11 anepst ng at ranges from
becmise al unsw areas, IF 18 expectod thet the
progronsed sy fently on 2% Yarch to perm! gunfire support
to close ife, but nlso to enable demolition tesas to connaiter
othiar beaches, Demolition teams have alrend barun a malssance st
REEEE JINK between JZRALA HSTTO and OKIN

ave

b

Enesyy sulelde sotor boats are still belng cantured. Soewe
of then lave been found to be booby-trapped,

AH (D-28), while
Lor torpede

The TCOLLAI

Durlng the nlght of 27-22 Mareh, the TOIL
of f NAGD (R, on northwestesn CET dny Waa sbtacked by £ enemy m
boats, The TOLMAN sani 2 of thess cpaft and ponsibly & others,
sustalned no damape Mrom the tarpedo attachs,

L"The H. A. TMEY (DE-29) and the ADRS (D27}, on the might of
A7=28 larch were attacked by Z sulelds planes, Hoth miteiders wers shot
dovn.  The ADRS sustained slizht danage rhen wreckase of a plane and ths
Ir_i}m_ landed aboard,

The anemy i launshing floating mines of P —sTem) CEINGEA, in
an attenpt to demage our forces,

Cur support alveraft wers active over ONTIATA on 27 sl 24
Uarch, =nd destroyed 2 enamy UTE's and heavily dssaped thelr base at
TOGUDHT on FESTERN OKINATA. § lending barges vere strafed and flred,
Flanos on YONTAN FIZLD wers strafed. Eneey zun positions on CETLIA
ware attacked,

- 1557 =
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? 50
Tl At CEUELAL PAGIFIC (O P
t M bsraa b g
$ reli,
I, COre 1 L LAt
5o, eI U alis. I
T 0 v 3 PR .
™ l Fra
r k rt 1 & FIAELIN (CV=13) ( Tl mmaria
O, 2l <2 Larch) stats t all elevctors, ' sek,
lay deci i hangar deck equlf
falas st ure T . _
" 16 i
Larah, na . Ay 1 L
L ¥ I (5 Landir k| 1 r
A A S = ¥ o -
or Lar I ITY .
0 9 Uarch, lar spar o el
lan in t 1 k f DA, on t rorthrest 1 03
197 2D,
It 11 r iy reparteds
a Nav AT lans sank 2 small o piy
FHI 'S, v dowh ) JEFSES plan
26 Marche
3 Liberzto attocked SUZAKI alirfield, CHICHI JILA; <uri the
fzhta
7 Larchi
Soar pank § cargo I T paged 2 along 8 ZAST
CHIMA AST. OCne = pargo ship was also sunk In % PECADHEE,: A
troop Lralr a il on POEEO3A.
Liberators sttacked HAROUES JTELAC).
B Hustangs hit bulldings and ammunltl A TCOK,
on HAHA JIUA; and £ others attacked the SUSAKI J 1L e

Regraded Unclassified
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g i 29 March 19,5

IFIC (Cent'd,)

In the EZRANA RETIO, OEINA QUHIC, the lelend of YALADT was
captured by owr trrops st 4 FX oon 26 Merch, [JUGA SIL.A and 2100 JHTUA
have also been captursd and successful lendings made on TOR
lizht cppoaition is belng axperienced. There lave been enegy
attacks and mortar Cire on ZLALT SHILA snd AKA SHDGA, and an
inflltrstlon attespt on the night of 26 Larch was repulsed on [I
4. Satisfastory progress bs reported on thess lslanda and all
paraonnel of the garrlson battalion hove been landed on ZRiAl. In
coves, on Al and ZARLAT SHTHAS, many light siiclde boats havae boen
captired, These ars 20 feet long amd B feet in width, comtaining a
besb or & mine and plleted by a one-man craw,

Heeonnalssance on the night of 26 Larch disclosed po perscrnel
or cbatacles on EEISE SIIMA.

o/ The MAILIGAN (DD=584), reported torpedoed in the morping. mumnary

2] yarch, is now reported as blewing up st E:71 P, 26 Karch, 14 miles
southwest of BOLO FOINT, CKINAWA, probshly dus to a mins, There sre only
75 gurvivors, 1 of whom are wounded. & revised casunlty report for the
KDEEMY (D0=521), also peported moming summary 27 Uarch, pives L men
killed, 1 officer, 16 men mizaing and 1 officor, 32 men wounded.

puring the night and early morning of 26-27 Karch, about 15
anesy suicids planes sttacked our forees, and the [ollewing ships were
hit but are operable: ISVADA (EB-36), BILOXT (C1-80), PCRTERFTAD
(DD=682), DORTEY (:5-1), PRI (DE-533) and SKTEVIZN (AU-303). The
porpares (00-725) was also hit apd has extensive miper=structural damage
and one firercon inopershis, Aggrogate personnel casuslties reported
were KO EI&, 3 UTA and 19 4. During the early part of thess attacks,
there was E’f"?ﬂﬂ.ﬁ #ir patrgl on station, 12 enemy planes are account-
ed as dest¥oyed — 3 By aitlaircraft, § by our own plames, snd & self-
doatroyed.,

Supporting operations are costlinulng arsl mines are still belng
pwept off the preferred and demonstration besaches, Our bombardzsnts
are on schedule, excapt in the vieinity of HiHA, vhere [ire support
ships have not been able to penetrate oulng to unswepl waters. Thare
is mo evidsecs disclosed in photographs of coastal defenslve guns In
the vicinity of TOOUSHI, in the western landing area. 4 or § subrmarine
pens are clulmed destroyed st UNTZH KD, on the northwest coast, ond 2
or 3 midget subs are reported sunk or dausged thers. The CALLATIAN
(0D=792) probably sank one midget submarine.

e L

Regraded Unclassified
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SUACH D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

At 2320 &, b Larch, our m
Cartaln 4, T. Sprague, alfter naval
Infantry Division of the Bth army south o
oppo on &l mortar fire was engountersd,
the beaches,

s .
sz well as lmnd mines nasr

on the nisg

i Uareh, FT boats destroyed 2 frelght cars
on Lhe docks at C

corsairs attseked targetsa in the

oy, and starting 3 flres.

£

asitackea by L Corsairs.

Lanes sirafec & group of sea tru
md fired a third,

south of

laras from tha shdppd:
carge Ireighter, 2 of our plenes were das

FIFTH Fleet search planes attacked a carpe frelshiter sast of
HACHIJD JINA and inflicted considerables damoge. COthers attacked tarrets
st TRUN, causing perscnnel casuasities and alniclng 2 large saspans.

=1651=
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SOUTH A0 0EiTRG PACTIFIO (Contids)

at EERAA SETIO,

At down on 20 Lareh, our &
d g vare shot cown

L70, wers sttac

CEIiRIA O

by the cosbat air patrol end ships' guollre, dar
slased their targota and orashed. Cna plont

with aiderable strustural
battery. Casualties were J i
jliled and 2 wounded aboard the OILWER (AFD-11).

wge and dmtage to

d spd U wounded.

%ell supported by shipa' g - sutcans=
18 Tele A0co ] I :

Opposition was ref
secured by noon. |
and 200 civilians £

our mineswespers svept 18 mines during the s operatlions.
Bosbarding ships on {negwespers cerried out their wlssions without Intur—
ference from shore battories.

Support aircraft also attacked installations on O
probably damaged the base at UNT ID; north t eoast.
were baachad and destroyed and eresy plane was shot down,

upperting ships aff the west coast of OEINANL warTe I
attosked by submaripes, The HALLIGAN (DD-584) was torpedoed and
damaged, HNo further detad 1a are available.

Landings on TORASEIEA, FUEA and AMUAO SEIMAS ure schaduled for 27
Larch.

Yice admiral Litscher has reported that photographs disclozed
the sntire of OIINATA to be honsycombed with tunnels, cavea, and fun
positions, and that pechanized units were ssen entering the caves.

The ENTERPRISS (0V-6) reports the extent of har dmage of 18 and
20 varch (morning sussary 23 Yarch). Lost of the danage mas mustained on
the flizht deck and in the laland structure, as & rosult of firsas, B
pishtiighters wers destroyed and pergonnel casunlties wers 11 ket1led, 1

sieaing, 22 injured,
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UNITED STATES FLEET

A DR oF T 1 CHIE
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON I8, O, C.

F A 26 larch 1945,

SOUTH AND CETTRAL PACIFIC (Contitd,,

In the HARSED
contimied its attask against OETMANA end IKERALL RITIC. There are no
indigations of enesy attack apainst our surface forces. Linesweoping
operations off MENAYA RETTO are prooeeding sotlsfactorily. On 24
Yaroh, only two mines had been located,

SHOTDS, the fast—carrier force, on 2k Yarch,

Carriar aireraflt on 2 March Intercepted a JAP convoy about
150 mlles morthuest of OF 4 ‘The entire convoy was destroyed, Je
sank 3 large AE, 2 destroyers and 3 othear escarts. Te lest 3 alreral
in the attaok,

Fhoto reconnalssanos on 19 Karch of JURE, KOES and other J&
inatallations in the INLAMD 354 show the following ships dmmaped;

J oV
2 oF -: :'_‘:
1evn 183

Cn the night of 23-2i March, FT'a retrieved Afmy patrals from
JOLO and TAYITANI in the SULD ARCHIFELAT, as well as 11 eivilians from
208 ISLAD. JAF barracks on JOLO were s'.rafed. Til PT'=2 boembard-
ed JiF positions on HALMUERA en the night of 23 Lareh.

Cn 23 snd 2L Mareh, patrol planes, operating scuth of STAIOW,
pank 2 enemy mea trucks e damaged snother. A medium-sized relghter
was munk in the EAST CHEIFA 38i4., Other patrol planes rockeled barracka

on IEGR0S ISLAND, and shot down an enemy plane north of FCLLDSA.

On 24 March, LALCELAP was attacked by 10 Marine Corsalrs,

~168=
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TOP, 9 a.m. 25 March 1945.
)
~

é‘{x SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont.'d. )

CARABAD ISLAND, in MANILA DAY, wms atrefed by PT's an the night of
22 and I3 March.

During the sase night, petrol planes from the PHILIFPINES damaged
three sea trucks near HOND KONG, and probably sank a medius freighter and
damaged a DE north of FORMOIA.

On 2 March, patrol planes sank a larpe AK about 200 miles northwest
of OKINATA,

=164 T=
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e

&2 SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd.)

=]
On 24 March, the 5th Marine DMvision was still reembarking st ITD
JIMA, and the 3rd Division continued cperations to clean out the remaln-
ing Japs.

The ZUNI (ATP-55) (morning susmary 24 lYarch) was successfully sal-
vaped. 3Salvaro operations on the LST=-727 (morning susmary 23 larch)
hove boon remmed,

932 Hystangs attacked the Japa in the BONINS on 24 March.

It is ecpocted that at 8100 a.m., on 26 March, the capture and cccu-
pation phase on IND J Hhﬂil. Bhﬁ% eted, ; F 5

Vics Admiral Mitscher, struck
the Jap inst tons in the NANSEI SHOT0S, particularly at CHINATRA and
KERAMA RETTO.” The weather for the attack wos not fivorable. <hejekinmeb.
three enesy siroraft sre-repertod—bo—towe—sssn ohot down. Adrfislds on
SOUTHERN OKINATA wers attacked

One small AK was munk and two
amall AK's aed a DE, many small eraft were damaged, i small
convay was located about 250 miles west of OKINAWA. One large AK and one
madiim AX were left burning.

Uilitary installations and towns on OKINAWA, FERAMA RETTO and IE SHIMW,
were rocketed, bombed and strafed. MINAMI DAITO JHDG, 200 milea East of
OKINATIA, was also attacked, but the results were not observed dus to heavy
overcast.,

Dur losses were two aireraft.

Prior to the attack on the RYUKTU3, the fast carrier force waa under
attack by enemy aircraft. Complete reports on the damage inflicted om the
enemy are not availahle, but in one encounter, on 21 March, about 50 enemy
aireraft were shot down by our planes, In this encounter we lost three air-
eraft.

On 22 March, the LINGAYEN AREA was attacked by Japanese aircraft. Ho
damage was gsustained by shipping in the area.

On 23 March, & Jap-controlled mine fisld was discovered in GUDMARAS
STRAIT, between PANAY and HEGROS. The control station was destroyed In a
ecordinated attack of PT's and troops, and the cables to the mine field were

| eut.
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HEAD oe THE M o
NAVY DEPARTMEMNT
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

& 2 Uareh 1945,

DITIAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

On IO JOIA tha JAP pocket at the northern end of the lsland
has been reduced to sn area spproximately 200 yards sguare, In this
pocket, and elsewhere on the islend, sopping up continues. He=
apbarkation of the 5th larine Division still continues alowly, due,
in part, to combat requirements zs well as the very unfeverable surfl
conditiona.

The ZINI (ATP=95), on 23 larch, whils attempting the sslvare
of L37=727 (morning summary 23 Varch) fro= the beach at I, began to
drag anchor, The lines from the ZINI to the LST were cut, and, sub=
setuently, fouled the ZNI's screws, The ZIUNT broached and prounded,
Efforts are now being made to aalvage the NI, but the operation is
seriously hampeped by surf conditions. The Z has hull da=aze as the
result of striking wreckage on the beach. It la anticipated that addi-
ticonal demage will be recelved bafore she can be salvaped. The LST=727
is riding easily with sooe hull damage.

n X Eareh, 22 JAP mines were destrojyed near CORAESTIICH, Hine-
sweaping 1s montimidng in the newly discoversd mine arsa,

on 21 ) March, FI's stiacked and domaged 2 enemy barpges off
northern EEGRCS and 3 large salling cr.:fl. of I GUIMARAS ISLRD,

On the night of 21=-22 Harch, FT's returned to CERY and heavily
strafed the resaining barpes in the group that had been sttosked the
previous night (morning sumsary 23 March).

On 23 Mareh, JALUIT was attacked by 12 Larine Corsalrs. Two
Privatears bosbed TAKE,

\

V' Cn 24 Karch; & patrol plane sank one =medium AK in & cenvey of
5 JAP freighters sscorted by threes destroyer escorts. The slniing
cconrred about 200 miles southeast of SHANGHAI,

————————
Uarakis, it is reported that 1 of the carrler's aircraflt were destroyed
and 12 wers donaged beyond the capasity of the ship's repalr facilitles.
The attacking crash-diver is identified ms a Francis (two—snpined bomber),
The Francis was armed with a besh at the time of the attank.

%‘( In the attack on the AANDOLPH (;

- 1565 =
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o UMITED STATES FLEET
MEADGUARTERE CF THE EOMUANTEN 1N CHIEF
HAYY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 28, 0. C.

g Al 23 Karch 1945

£ JiH A UTHL AND CENTRAL BACIFIC (Combtd.)
\M
The JAFS wers still actlve on the northwes

‘ JIA on 22 Varch. An a remilt, the turnover of IND JIIA to the jrmg

serrison and the pe-ssbarkation of the 5th Harins Division anc Corps
Troops la belng delayed.

Beach conditlons on the east coast are bad dus to the heavy
surf, L3=207 and L5T-727 were both broached due to surl conditions.
15:-207 has been successfully salvaged., The possibilities of sslvag-
ing LST-T727 appear [avorable,

16 Vustengza sttacked the CHIDHI JIMA weathar statlon and
fuel stowsge, Only meager AA fire was encourtered. B1 addl tional
Lustanzs arrived at T0 to Join the garriscn alrforee.

Gasuplties at & P 21 March were 70,530, The total dncluded

bylfh ¥i1led, The latest estimate of enesy dead i 21,236,
Tha carrisr steiies of 18=19 Larch apainst | and thae
TNLAND SE4 destroyed or domaged a total of 731 JAF sircraft, o261

JAF planes were shol down in the alr and 275 others destroysd oh the
ground and 175 probably destroyed or lamaged.

Fhoto reconnalssance of EYUSHU revedls heavy cmcsage, inolud-
ing the followingt

Lecation Tarpet
ETUSHU Destroyed hall large factory bulld-

ing, 36 barracks, 2 hangars and large
shop east of factory. Damaped &

KOOI, 30

Hangars.
LITALAKT, EASTEAN KYUSHU Destroyed 5 hangars, 1L shopa,
HITTAGAHARA, EASTEAN KYUSHU Destroyed 1 hanger, dasaged T Langara.
SAENT, BAST CERNTRAL EYUSHU Dassged hangars amd shopa.

At TANAY, minesweeping is comtinuing, but no mines have been
gwept, Alraraft attacked 20 barges and destroyed a loccmotive in the
vieinity of BAOCDLOD, on northwestern HEGRCS ISLAD., In the swns ores,
PTis destroyed one JAF lugger near the docka.

=16d0=
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R AT

CETRAL |

SOUTH AKD

information

soma mdditional

as been recalve

22 Kareh 19.5.

12 (Conttd.)

reporta of the carrler strike of 1E end 19 Varch, The dasare stod
ed by the DOVILFISH (58-292) (morning mumary 22 March) wis cauged
& JAP erash=dlver. The steering casualty of the HALSEY POVELL (DOt
1t of enamy action, The abortive

(morning swsmary 22 March) wao i resul

JAP torpedo plane attacks occurred on the night of 20 March, rather than
19 Yarch, as reported in the morning swmay of 22 Karch.

Puring 21 March; patrel pls from CLARK
ed conalderable dauage on the ar of f the C

Yentura, in cooperation with
AICT; AE Ehe rea

of TAIW A Havy
madium [relght ar burning near
ing attack, Near WRNOHCU, a small AK was sunk
patrol planes. 4 saall AK ard & lugger wers
coast of FORI0SA by strafing attacus, 4o Jai
launch were damaged by straflng in the wleinity

sast coast of FPORIC3A. A JAP locosotive wis destrojyed noar |
on the night of 21-d2 March, Harinars :
on LUDN, sttacked a mediun freighter and 50 jJuniis mear SHAIU0.

destroyed.

ware sunk and the AE was probab

~16§1-

coastal

ol A
mnothar damaged
ared off
fral

ult

of

L2k,

10 Junis
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} Al 22 Marah 1945

(Cont 1d, )

20 Marah:

Bear GIONAIA patrol BAN
landing ecraft and lelt anot

a sea~truck and badly damapged
dead in the water,

two LOL

Twe JAF barges weres sunk near

two anemy clreraft were destroyed on the
nns sunk off LUTCHOW,

Nine enany alrcraft were strafed and dassaped on the pround at
. alrfield near STATOU.

Al (reiphter waa 1 £
of 2084, a lusger 19

JIGHAT. Off northearn
two lugrera and twe sea-t

J&f flighter on the rroun
near 1
zmaged several sxall

craft at

TR

On 20 Lareh, THORKTON (AVD=11) sustaimed dzma
after-part of the dien In collision with the JILLIS (X
b turned to port for renairs. There 1a no ra of the

ILI3; and no personnel cosualties to elther ship are
. The collision took place while the GILLIS was attespting to
pass madl to the THORNTON.

=10
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LUTH &0 CSNTHAL PASIFIC (Comttd,]

The 1LTth Infantry Regiment began unloading at IN0 JIMA on 31
Karch, [Dus to combat rejuirements, in conpection with the mopping up
operations, the pe-ssbarkation of the resaining Uerines has been sl owed
down. Corps troops, however, begon to re-smbark on 21 Uarch,

Barracks snd radio lnstallations on CHICHI JILA were attacked
by 16 Lustangs.

Vineswesplng st PANAY has produced no resalis to date. ILOTIO
was caplured on 19 Yareh. On 20 '..'ﬂ.{'lﬂ'.,. the harbor area wes reported
clear and the decks in good conditicn, The navel gunfire support forces
at PRIAY were released at & FX on 20 March. Heconnalssance parties ware
landsd from FT'e and LOM's st varlous poinis on the west coast of FANAY.

On 19 and 20 Uarch, PT boats lorded scouts on OUTMARAS ISLAND,
nppu:J.'..e ]'_[.l;::["_-._.l:lJ on the southeast comst of FRIAE. FT's destroyed 2 JWF
barges off CEEU.

The four other carriera demaped in the carrisr strikes of
18=19 Eerch (morning swmmary 21 March) are the ENTERPAISE (CV=£),
INTREFID (CV-11), WASP (CV-18) snd YORKTCUM (C¥-10). The INTREFID
recelved only minor damage from & near-miss, and the YORKICIH damage is
not serious, The ENTERFAISE and JASF will require repairs st an advanced
base. The FRAMELIN (OV=13) (morning susmary 20 and 21 March) will require
more extensive repairs and is being sent to a rear area with the SANTA FE
{CL=60}, The ENTEEPRISE wan hit twice, the firat attack cccurring on 18
Larch and the second on the afterncon of 20 Karch.

The HALSSY POGELL (DD-685) sustained a steering casunlty.

JAP airevaft torpedo attacks, on the night of 19 Earch, caused
no damage to ocur foree. AA fire and nipght ighters destroyed several
enesy planes,

During the fast-carrier strikes of 18 and 19 March, the sub-
marine DEVIIFISH (538-292) was bombed by o JAP carrier-based fighter. The

UEVILFISH recelved damage and 1s able to mibmerpe to only 70 feet. She
is now proceeding to SAIFAN with alr cover provided by ome Liberator,

The following alr strikes In the 30UTH and CENTRAL FAQIFIC are
reported:

-1639-
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FACIFIC (Cont'd.)

The Lth Marine Division departed IND on 20 March, and the 5th
Harine Division is still re-smbarking. High winds made it recessary
to shift the re-loading to the western beaches on 20 March,

Cur total casualties at 5 Fif 20 March were 20,454, The fore-
polng gasualties consist of;

KIA - 4,421
WIA - 15,657
UIA - 386

Enemy dead total 21,184, 202 prisoners have been taken, of
which 68 are forsans and 134 are JAPS.

lustang strikes [roem IUD were cancelled 20 Uarch, becouse of
bod weather,

In the PHILTFFINE ARZA, operations at FANAY were procesding
satisfactorily on 19 March, and all unloading had been completed. At
3:30 A, 19 March, support olreraft control was assumed oshore.

On 18-19 March, off CEBU, PT's destroyed a sub—chaser and mank
four JAF barges with 20 to 30 personnel aboard. FI'as, cooperating with
& Corsairs, set fire to warehousss on JOLO ISLAD in the SULU ARCHIFELARD
on 18 March,

The following nir strikes are reported:

19 March:

Fatrol planes from the FHILIFFINES attacked 2 enemy frelghters
of f FOURI0SA. Cme was laft dead in the water and the other dasaged,

5 Libarators attecked CHICHI JIMA, bombing SUSANT sirfisld.
20 March:

11 Libarstors bombed JUSAKT FIELD on OHIOHI JIMA.

17 Hellcats and Corsairs bombed the FALAUS.

WAXE was hit by & Privatesra, causing exploaions and fires
in the bomb and fuel storage areas.

=1638=-
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9 Al Z1 Enren 1945

PACIFIC (Conttd,)

Task Foroe 5B, under the command of Viece Admiral Ditscher, has
completed a two-day fast carrler strike agalnet the ememy alr strangth
on KYUSHU apd the JAP bases in the JHLAND StA. On 18 Mareh, EYUSHU
waa the target, and on 19 March the carrier alraraft attacked JAP' [laet
units in the IDIAD BN,

Only incomplets reports cre avallable at this tise, but they
indioate that substantial doamage was Inflleted on the enamy, [uring
the twmo dgys, 200 JAP planes wape shobt down and 275 destrojyed on the
grournd, On 18 March, owr forces probably destroyed or demaged at least
100 eramy plamse, The count in this category for the second day is not
svailable, but it is reported that larpe numbers were damaged or probabe—
1y destroyed on 19 Yarch. The prelimipary peport reveals that we lost
only 5 areraft.

A the JAP alirflelds, a large nusber of shops, installations
and hangars were destroyed or demaged, At the LANOYA and FIRE odr-
basas, similar damage was inflicted. Ol storage teonks were damaged
or destroyed at the FINE naval arsenal,

Carrier planes sank & small frelghters and damaged T others,
Approxcimntely 18 JAF combastant ships were damaged, including the follow—

ing:
1 =g CV 2o 3CY 2 CVE 1cL 1DE
lor2 BB 2ZC0VLor CVE 1 GA L DD i 55

Cne of our carriers, the FRANILIN (CV-13) (morming summary 20
March) received damage but is now proceeding at 15 kmots. In additlios,
L carrisrs received damage but 1l are fully operational, =nd nore are
seriously demmaged.

The snemy resistance consisted mainly of Lirdividusl plene
sttacks, Thore were a large number of such attacks, The majority of
thez wers suicide attempts, Low, broken overcast mided the suicide
divers in their attacks. No JAP attacks wore nade after sid-afterncon
on 19 Larch,

On 4O JO, the night of 19 March was quist and throughout 20
Uarch, Marine activitles were largely concerned with patrolling and

reducing the remairing pocketa. The 14Tth Infantry has arrived st INU
and was expected to begin debarkaticn on 21 Karch,

= 1637 -
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PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

Two luggors, o sea truck, two barges snd two scows wars
destroyed by FT's off OEE/, on the might of 17-18 March.

et g A
Two JAF midget submarines were destroyed by Mu y

n the GUL® of DAVAD on 18 Karch.

The following air opsrations are reported:

18 Marchi

p B L]

9 Uarine Corsairs attacked J&F food supplisa ond gardsng
on JOTIE, Mo enmmy AA was encountersd. Four Corsairs bombed
personnel areas on VIIIE, MIILZ was also hit by one Helldiver.

# Privateers bosbed the industrial area on PCHAFE.

19 March:

4 Privatesr, on patrel, sank a lugger and & small eraft
at THUE.

Yenturas, patrolling fros I0D JIMNA attacked an snemy carge
ng ¥

wvegsel and inflicted moderate damage.

The submsrine GUITARRD (55-363) has completed her fourth war

patrol end reports dmaging one large JAF AK (7500 tons).

-1 636~
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9 & 20 March 1945,

S0UTH AND CEHTRAL PACIFIC (Contt'd,)

)
\ THie, FRLANELIIN } was hit by a sulcide diver, srmed with &
bamb, at 7 A on 19 March, The enemy aitack csused bad fires, The FRAKELIN
iz now being towed to the south by t TTTS(RGH (w8, The attack
oocurred during our carrier-strikes nat the FOHS-MHE HEA, on 19
Uarch, ,Results of alrcraft strizes I'.E--:--lf.r Yarch were pood,
f
i & Fl, on 19 Mareh, oonditicns on T JIMA wers reported as
quiet with mopping up poing ahead satisfactorily. The re—smbarkation of ths
hth ond 5th Yarine Ddvisions is procesding in spite of the unfaverable
weather sonditions,

Qur total casvalties on IMD JIMA, as of 5 Pl 19 March, are
20,329, A bregldomn of the caminlties revealed that 4,374 wers killed,
15,558 wounded, ond 397 missing. ODuring the night of 18-19 March, 53
sdditional JAPS were killed, bringing the total estimated enemy dead to
21,077. 'l have captured 17, priscners.

Fighter planes from the IN0 garrison force besbed and strafed
the CHICHI JIMA airfield ard radio station on 19 March.

Usjor General Brush, USA, assumed command ashore at FAlAY, on
18 Karch, at 7 Fii. The opsration is procesding shtisfactorily. The
ensmy resistance is reported as slight, No enexy surface or alr reacticn
to our landing has been reported.

By 2 Fl, on 18 Karch, & battalions of infastry and all the
landing force armor has besn put ashore. Unsstisfactory weather and beach
corditions hampered the unloading, snd it was [inally neceassary Lo abandon
one of our basches, Casualties reported thus far are I men wounded.

On ZAMBOANGA, enemy opposition is classed as moderate and we
are miking progress, Uine sweeping and demslition work on the west coast

of ZAEOANGA contimnues, and ZRIBOANGA HAREOR has been cleered of the larger
WresKs.

The ZAHOMNGA PT base, which was under enemy artillery [ire, has
besn moved to MALAMAUT ISLAD, off northwest BASTLAN ISLAND.

The town of ISASILA, on BASTLAM ISLAND, was occupied as the
result of o joint overland and amphitdous attack.
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FACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The submarlne HASHAS (55=241) has cospleted her Fifth war
patrol and reports slniding ons larpe tanker snd two escort vessels and
shares with the FLASIER (52-249) ocne mmall freighter and two miscellaneaus
amnll vessels, The total tonnage sunk was 10,700, In addition, a tots
of LOO tons of enany shippdng was dmmaped, The tanier and one escort
vossel ware torpedosd. The remalnder of the tonnage sunk and damaged
was the result of attacks by munlire.

On 17 Marsh, 5 Iiberatora bombed the airfield on CHICHI JN

On 1P March, 1, liberators struck SUSAKI airfield on CHMIZHI
JILA, and one Liberator bombed southern HAMA JIMA. One Liborator waa
aamagad,

Fatrol planes from CLARK FIZLD on LUZCH sank a snall AE and
damaged o sedius AK in the CANTCN AREA and burmed and left a small AR
beashed In the HANSEIL 3HCT0S, on the eastern coast of LT GUNTO.
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FACTFIC (Cont'd.)

18 Marchi

Liberators on patrol sank o mmall passenger ship (250 tons)
south of JUINION, in FAEXCH INDD-CHI and strafed =nd danaped 5
snewy aireraft on the groumdin FRENCH INDO-CHIKA.

Mratrips on TAP and GAGTL TOMIL ISLAIDS, as well as YAF
T, were struck by 4 Helldivers, & Avenzers and 14, Helloats.

The FALAUS were sttacked by 39 Corsalrs and 3 Helleats., &4 of
our planss were dansmed,

Instead of domaging one amd alnxing ancther, as previously reported

The submarine SFCT (35-413) now reports sinking 2 JAF .'.J.;'n,/
(morning sunmary 18 March). /

The submarine SPRING:H (35-414) sank an chemy destroyer, and
the TRIGOER (55-237) sank an enesy fraigzhter snd dasaged anothar,

.._1_&}3-.
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f During 18 March, the Marinss on W0 JIUA contlinusd mopplng up
Gperations, CHICHI JILA was bombed and strafed by 16 Lustanza, Mo
resistance wus encountersd over the target and all planes returned
safely,

On the same day, the re-smbarkstion of the 5th Larine Division
bagan,

On 18 liarch, enemy aireraft bases snd {nstallations on EYUSU lf
wors attacked by our carrler-based sireralt. lo reports of the results
are as yot available, e

A—S405—ton 18 Yarch, the L0th Infantry Ddvision was landed
at TIGHAUAN on SOUTHERN PANAY. TIGBAUAN is west of the mineipal ity
of the island, ILOILG. A covering force, coomandsd by Hear Mdmiral Riggs,
furnished prellsinary bombarduent, The anphibious attack fopces were
commanded by Rear Adeiral struble. -—a4-lOedé—gr cur troops f'ﬁ'f%?rl
TIGEAUAN, There has been mo report of any enemy reslstance,

JAF artillery fire from the hills on ZAMBOANDA has forced us
ko abandon our FT base at CALDERA BOINT.

Qn 15 March, ZAMBOSNGA PT's destroyed a JAP berge and 8 snall
eralt pear JOLO ISLAND, in the SULL ALCHIPELAGD, FT's on the nisht of
156 and 17 March sank 3 barges off CEPU and on 17 March bombarded tie ennsy
en SIAST and LAPAC ISLAKDS, south of JOLD,

LINGAYEN FT's rescusd 13 survivors from s Mariners bomber, which
was downed off NOATHES LUN,

The following are air strikes:

16 March:
SUSAET sirfield on OHICHI JIMA was bombed by 5 Liberators,

17 March:

11 Libveratora struck the same target on CHICHI JIMA, One
Ldberator strafed a sall J&F frelghter at HAHA JINA,

Patrol planes probably sank o medium A%, heavily dsmnsed a
Biver boat and shot down an enemy plane off the CHINA COAST,

Liberators shot down an snesy plane, strafed a refinery and
bombed o rail-line in northern BCRUED,
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£

L eh

&ﬁﬂﬂw airfield was bombed and n bridge and building destroyed
by 56 Corsairs. One plane and one pilot are misaing. YAP was attacked
by L Corsairs.

& Jap refinery at MIRT, PRENCH-INDO-CHINA was strafed by & patrol
plane, Over FRENCH-INDO-CHINA, one enemy fighter was shot down and
another damaged. One of the patrol planes sustained minor dnmage .

The submarine SEACAT (33-399) reports sinking & small Jap freighter
on & March.

The submarine SFOT (S5-413) returning from patrol, reports asinking
a medius freighter and damaging another.
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& H_AND FACIFIC d
hetivitios on IWD JIMA, on 17 March, consisted solely of mopping
up operations in rear areas and the elisination of the remaining enesy
in the northwest tip of the island. The 3rd Division has taken over
the areas previously controlled by the 4th Division, and on 18 March,
the 5th Marine Division will begin reembariation.

Total casualties as of 5:00 p.m., 17 March, were EIA = 4,268, WIA -
15,451 and MIA - 426, for & totel of 20,145. Estisated Jap dead are
20,703, and we have captured 156 priscners.

During 17 March, 16 Superforts landed on ITD JIMA. Because of bad
woeather, the Mustang strike against CHICHI JIMA was cancelled. One Mustang
is misaing while on mpatrol over the area,

The L5T-442 was damaped on 2 March while retracting from the beach
at TWD JIMA, The ship is unable to proceed under its own power,

One company of R.C.T. 162 landed on BASILAN ISIAND, 16 March,
BASILAN ISLAND is about 15 miles south of ZAMBOANOA and is the northern
most ialand of the SULU ARCHIFELAGC.

Tha landing was preceded by a bombardment by 3 destroyers and at
last report, no opposition to our landing was encowntered. The enemy
has retired to the hills.

On ZAMBOARGA, our troops are receiving Jap mortar and artillery
fire, and the enemy still contimmas infiltration tactics. 3 Jap mines
were located off ZAMBOANGA on 16 March. One of the mines destroyed an
hrmy landing craft. Our PT base, near ZAMBOANGA, at CALDERA FOINT, was
under Jap fire, The extent of damage inflicted is not known.

On 15 March, PT's pperating with Mitchells, destroyed a barge and
thros motor launches in the ZABOANGA area,

The following air activitiss are reported:

%ﬁ_glms destroyed two luggers and damaged ancther of f CELEBES
and damaged a Jap schooner off BONNED.

L Liberators bombed SUSAKT FIELD on CHICHI JIMA, during the night.

&
iﬂ'ﬁ%ﬂtﬂ'- attacked the airfisld on CHIGHI JIMA. 12 Marine Cor-
saira bombed and strafed MILIE and sank one enemy ssall boat.
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The night of 16 and 17 March mas quiet on Ing, The JAP3
.| attempted minor cperations to infiltrate cur lines, JAFS were dis-
covered boohy-trapping the rear areas. On 17 Mareh, the 3rd and 5th
Divisieons ontimsed their mopping-up activities, The Lth Marine Divi-
sion was still re—embarking.

Emergency landings wera made on W0 on 17 March by 15 Super-
Fartresses. A poasible JAP submarine contact near IND JIMA was the
object of hunter-iiller activities.

Patrol planes from CLARK FIELD an LUZON, oo 16 March, sank
a small cargo wvessel and heavily dasaged s lugger in PORMOSA STRAIT

and destroyed 2 other small carge vessals near HONG HONG, A medium
freighter wes damaged near OKINAWA.
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SABOMGA FT's destroyed a barpge noar UTHDWNAD snd PT's from
BROTAT bombarded Nip camps on northern HALMAHERA.

On 16 March, the alrstrip and ammunition dumps at YaF wepe
attacked by & Helldivers, 12 Helleats and 19 Avengers. Ome plane was
loat and 2 damaged, A pllot and 2 gunners are missing.

50 Helleats and 3 jvengers hit the PALAUS, destroying a barge
and starting fires,

The HETHERLANDS submarine, KIS ZTAARDVISCH has returmad fros
her &th war patrel and reports dasaging a JAP frelghter (5,400 tons).
The ZTAMDVISCH was heavily damaged by an ssrizl bomb.
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At & P, on 16 March, organized JAP resistance ceased on T

JIKAL Previcualy, at 1:50 P, the 3rd Karine Division had reached
KITANO FOIRT at the extreme northern end of the 1aland,

The 3rd and 5th Divisions are still advanelng to olean out

small pockets of JAPS, The Lth Marine Division continued to re-smbark

ad depart

l anTume 200

Irom the assault area.

It ia estimated that the garrison forces will ba able to
trol on IN0 JIMA about 22 Uapeh,

16 Mustangs boasbed and strafed CHICHI JTVA on 16 Yarah,

Uorine casunltion as of 5 P on 16 Mareh were: Hlled -
4,189, wounded = 15,308 and mlsaing =441, The totel casualtica are

19,538,

Cn 1& March, our forces o COLIEGIIOR received gunfirs

support [rom the destroyer TAYIOR (DD-L68),

Units of RCT 158 were landed on CALIVEAY PENINSILA in BATANGAS

FROVINCE on 156 Mareh and captured the town of DAGATAN.

TINIAR and
13 JaF pri

I
¥
N

marchant w

During the period L to 10 Larch, LB Japs were killed on SAIPAN,
GURL, During the sme perdod, on FELEITH, GUA! and SATF &N,
sonars were taken,

The AETHYST (PYC-3) was in collision on 1 Mareh with the
sssel 55 FLATTE FARK. The collision cccurred about 150 miles

northwest of SAN FRANCISCO., The AMETHYST was hit aft on the port side
ard lost her pert and starboard depth charge racks and 12 depth charges.
The stern plates wers stove in snd the after dock sprung, Bulwarks and

ralls ware

damaged. Ho personnel casualtios sre reported, Damage to

the serchant vesssl is not indicated,

On 12 March, patrol plenes bombed and strafed a JAP radar

station on

northern BORNED, and on 13 Uarch shot down an snexy plane

over STATCR and sank a masll AK and fired another near HOMNG ECMG, On
Humh,lmJlJAPMm-mkmnrlmmme;mgmlmwn-
ing and aground east of HOMG JOND. On the same day, a JAP plane was
destroyed over FORMOSA,
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On the night of 1, March, it was reported that the ensmy's
defense in the 5th Division's sector had been broken. Early on the
morming of 15 March, the 5th Division remuned the attack while the
Jrd and 4th Divisions continued to clean out the remaining groups of
JiF3 in their sectors.

The JAF reslstance particularly in the 5th Division sector
was described as fenatical. Sasll gains wers bedng mads by the S5th
Unrine Division, These gains are apparently due to our eaployment
of flame throwing tanke, which is spparently the only weapon that the
JAPS are unable to withstand, The JAP defenses conaist zainly of scoe
plllboxes and innumerable caves, all of which have been comverted to
individunl strong polnts. The enemy isusing small arns weacons and
knes portars.

In the other two sectoras, the ensay is continuing to fight
from tunnels and deep crevices, and many JAF snipers are in evidence.
Some large rockets have fallen on our positions in the Lth Division
Area,

Fatrol planes from the FHILIPPINES MEA, on 15 and 16 Larch,
covered wide areas and destroyed several eneay amall craft in the vicinity
of WOTJE and JALUIT,

The following air strikes are reported:

1L VYarchs

48 Hellcats and Corsairs dasaged piers;, destroyed a bridge and
sot fire to two fuel dumps in the FALAUS, One Corsair was demsged.

The airstrip on YAF ISLAND was bombed by 9 Avengers,.
15 Marcht

40 Helleoats and Corsailrs and 3 Avengers bosbed the PALAUS and
destrogyed two bridges and damaged two plers. One plane was dssaged.

HOTJE was hit by 12 Marine Corsairs. lo enemy AA was engount-
ared.

On 15 Mareh; a survey of the entrances and the lagoon at l

LA ISLAND was begun by 2 WS, MAUG ISLAND is located mbout 120
gdles north of PAGAN ISLAND 4n the HAAIANAS.
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Cn 15 Larch, whils the 3rd and Lth Diviaions were carrring
out mopping up operations, the 5th Warine Ddvision was continuing
its advance and had reduced considerably the aren resaining in the
possession of the JAPS,

Naval gunfire was restricted to the extrems northern and
of N0 JIMA, SUSAKI FIELD, CHICHI JIMa, and OKIMURA TOWM on HAHA
JIMA; were boobed by linstangs.

Search planes from the FHILTPPINES, on 1, March, struck
JAF installations on BORNEQ, destroying a cement factory, burning
2 warehouses and sinking & schooner. The HONG KONG AEA, on the
night of 13=14 KEnrch, was ndned by 4 Catalinas,

Patrol planes sank one ensay smuall craft at JALUIT amd
destrared 2 others at WTIE.

On L March, 16 Marine Corsairs bombed MAIOELAF. 3 planes
received minor dssage, On the same date, 4 Privateers struck "WAKS,
ke dznage to our planes.
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17 Larch

10 Liberators again attacked SUSAT adrfield and FUTALT K0, CHIDHI
JOIA,

1k March;
3 Mariners bombed YAP sirfigld with negative reaults,

Liberators, Venturas and Privatesrs left a amall freighter transport
nd two diesel trawlers burning and sank four diesel tranlers at HACHLJO JIMA,
slightly damaged two escort veasels west of the IZUS, and sank tve plcket
boata near DAGART SHTL Ay RYUKYUS, & of our planes were damaged wid one zan
LoL=g1t i

Search planes from the FHILIFPINES sank two luggers and left two
more burning near Y, damaged 2 mzall freighters in PORIDSA STRAIT, strafed
and loft burning 5 1 shlps, 2 possible PT's and deatroyed 2 larpe lugpers
ardl 2 possible PT'= off OKINATA. One of ow plines was danaged and one man
alightly wounded,

£ suall ecarpo shdpa were alse sunk on the west coast of DORNEQ,
date not glven,

The OO (85-398) reports slnidng 1 medium carge ship while on
patrol 1ln the PACIFIC,
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Cn 1k March, the 5th Divislon continued the attack against the
enazy forces in the north of the island, and it appears that the backbone
of the JAPANESE defense has now besn broken in this sector, Galns were
made up to LL0 yards on the right flank and nll other units of the 5th
Division also moved forward, Heavy resistance was still encountered,
however, and the JAPANESE were reported using hand charges against our
tanks, At 2:00 Fu, the enesy destroyed five of thelr own caves on the 5th
pivision front., The 3rd and 4th Divisions continuesd mepping up anall
pockets of resistance, The snesy was conducting o desperate defense from
pillboxes, tunnels, and caves. OCur forces wers subjected to mortar and
grecade fire, sniper fire and cocasional large rockets, The 3rd Divlslon
destroyed 8 pillboxes. The enesy was still "beoby-trapping” our dead mnd
wearing ¥arine uniforms.

puring the day, close support was glven by two destroyers and 5
p—51ts, 16 other P-5l1s struck CHICHI JIMA airfield defense installations
ard the weather statlon.

The casualties as of 5:00 P, 14 Yarch, are as follows:
Nat-

LA LA LI& TOTAL Effectives
. CI,_:E!EI:I.E EII,E'.

B Tg
3rd MerDiv e
(Less 3rd Marines) 35 637 128 2634 2 129 165 360 18 974
kth MarDiv By 151, 272 5720 1 B8 357 Ti22 18 11490
5th Wardiv 79 lukO 233 538 kb 200 316 7oL 15 472
Corps Troopa 1 7 1o B, o 4 1 95 1 n
Corps artillery g 5 ¢ Mm = - 0 2% 1 5
Garrison Troops - 39 _9_15% O

b 12 204 _ 3 9
8

GRAND 0TAL X2 % g%ﬁg _?_:f._?z % _Lmﬁﬂ

On 12 Mareh, ZAUBOANGA PT's, cooperating with Uitchells, destroyed
3 laounclies, n whaleboat and a PT boat near ISAEZLA, BASILAN ISLAND. That
night, our boats strafed a lighthouse and fired a supply dump on SIBACO ISLAND,
eastorn part of BASILAN STRAIT.

Thne following alr strikes have been reported:

12 Marcht

6 planes bombed SUSAKI airfield, CHICHI JIMA, and one bosbed OXTMURA
TOMY, HAHA JIMA, during the night.
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r the ndght of 13 larch, the snemy force,

et in the 4th Karine Ddvislon gone, made z
B tac resumsd on g B ef the Litl 1 the
worth of the laland., The 5th Marlne tiff
reaistance. Further roports have not 5"

r—
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The following air operations have been reported:
12 Marchi

Search planes from the PHILIFPINES damaged a mediam cargo
ship east of HONG KOMG and five mmall craft in PCRMOSA STRAIT. Two
snall freighters were sunk off CEINAWA and Lwo others wore serloualy
dnzoged, The plane also bombed and strafed 2 truck loads of troops on
OKINATA. An enemy plane was shot down north of WENCHOT,

Supply dumps and installatlons at DAVAD were attscked by
Iiberators.

2 Hellcats ard 45 Corsalrs attacked the FALADS, sank two

fepry craft and L barges and destroyed & bridges and a house. 2
Corsalrs wers damaged, YA adrfield was bombed by 0 Avengers.

13 Marchy

11 Helleats, 3 avengers and ok Corsalra destroyed 2 samuni-
tion dumps, 1 fusl dump and 8 buildings on DASELTHUAF, PALAS, & Corsaira
and 12 Avengers agaln hit the alrfield at YAP.
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During the night of 12 Karch, 106 enemy were killed by our
forces. &t T:30 AL, on 13 Uarch, the attack was resumed by two regi-
mental combat tesms of the Sth Marine Division, while the 3rd and Lth
Mvisions continued mopplng up systematically., Cnly small zains were
=ade by the 5th Marine Division, owing to resistance involving saall
arms; machine gun and kmes mortar fire from bunkers wel pillboxes. lo
enemy artillery was employed, The Lth Marine Division contirued to
liquidate the small enemy pocket in its zomm, It was reported that
on the 12th, 115 caves were sealed up. Fire support was provided by
three destroyers, but there wers no close support missions flown by
mreraft during the day. Landings were made on EARGDEL and EACA rockn,
of f the western shore, Jo enamy were prasent on sither.

4 B=29 pnd a FB4Y sade emergency landings on the No. 1 adr-
field, (me of our artillery obeervaticn planes erashed,

16 Mustangs attacked CHICHI JIMA and scored hits on & radar
ststion, southenst of SUSAEI runway, and on wharf el dock areas,

The following casunlties are glven for 12 and 13 Narch,
reapectively:

12 Yerch Landing Force B40 Off. 17,34, B 16,204 total 3,553 KIA
;}Iﬂ"ri:l'.ln L] & L] mL " :ll " M "
Total 851 off. 17,568 B 18,419 total 3,697 KIA

13 parch Landing Foree 250 Off. 17,736 B 18,586 total 3,758 KIA

Incomplete tabulation of snemy dead, burled or sealed in caves
gives a total of 19,995. 121 POW hawe been taken.

On 12 March, our destroyers continued teo provide fire support
for the ZA'EOANGA beachhead, Sporadic enemy artillery and mortar fire
from positions in nearby hills fell on our beachas and near the ZABORGA
pler. Uineswseplng contirusd with negative results, It was reported
that both mirfields are ready for use in dry weather,

During the night of 11 March, PT's at ZAIDANGA destroyed a
barge, & motor whaleboat and a large cance near BASILAN IZLAMD.

Another report has been received on the damage to the
RANDOLFY (CV-15). The casunlties are 27 dead or aissing and 52 injured.
14 aireraft were destroyed and 12 were damaged. Throe JAFMNESE dead wers
recoversd {rom the plane, The bomb exploded in the after-hangar space
and aviation englne shop.
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On 13 Wareh, & 5th Flest search plane sank a plcket boat and
a suall freighter, east of OKINANA, The plane was badly damaged [roa
A\ fire and the explosions from the freighter. The co=pllot was slight-
1y wounded.

A Tth Fleet search plans, on the sme date, damaged & small
anchored lugger in the OULF OF TOMINI, CELEHES.

The USS GUAVINA (85-342), back from her fifth war patrol,
raports that she sank 2 large tankers, for a total of 20,000 tona,
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on 11 March, the Jrd and Lth Karine Divislons overcane organi-
god resistance on thelr fronta sxcspt for mall isclated pockets, Oo Lhe
saze date, the 5th Larlne Division estimated there were 1,000 remain—
ing JAPS opposing it. As of 1800, casualties to dote wWare E17 officers,
16,6046 enlisted men, totalling 17,463 of which 3,449 were killed in
action. Total non-elfectives ware 3,094,

on 12 March, mopping up was continued in noth the 3rd and 4th
Myvision zones. On the Lth Division front, only & mall pocket of real-
gtance 200 yards square remsined. However, the 5th Karine Divislon eontinued
to encourter stiff resistance. The situatlon was more favorable in
terma of ensmy defensive installatiors destroyed than in terma of space
gelned, 23 plllhoxes wers destroyed in one area cn the Sth Division
froat, and the enemy strong-point on the extrese laft [lank of the Jrd
pivision was also eliminated, MNo snemy artillery fire was reported.

On 12 March, an eneny submarine wuas alse gighted 40 miles
poutheast of the island at 11:45 A

Cn 11 Earch, P-511s supported the ground Lroops and also attack-
od CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JINA during the mornlng. sUSAKY airfield was
hit ard four plenes wersa damaged. Hits and near misses ware also rogister—
ed on an estimated 16 to 18 ssall ships in the harbor. KITAMRA and
OETMURA TOTHS, on HAHA JIMA, wers strafed, and & radle westher station
wan sot afire at OFILURA.

During the morning of 12 Uarch, 16 P=51's hit OXINURA TOH,
HAHA JIMA. Intense AA fire was enrourtersd and one plane was hit, but
it returned salely.

A tentative report of dmage fros the attack on the RANDOLFH
(CV-15) reported in the morning swmary of 12 March, has been recelved.
Cne twin-engined plane hit the RANIOLPH on the starboard quarter ared
caused a hols 60 feet long and 40 feet wide on the flight deck, and
the sections underneath were wrecked. 11 planes wers destroyed and &
badly damaged. Perscanel casualtisa are 18 dead and 47 injured. It
1n estimated that {leet service forces can make repairs in 3 ar &
wesks, The mecond plane hit the boat repalr basin on SOFLEN ISLRD,
ULITHI, ¢ausing soas i tarial damage and killing 2 men and injuring 6.
A third plane was Found wrecked in shallow water near TAP ISLAND, on
12 March, A strike on YAP alrstrips, together with a dusk combat air
patrol, is baing conducted to eliminate the possibllity of staging
through Y&F.
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During the night of 11 March; the enemy made minor infiltration
attempis and delivered mortar fire along the 4th and 5th MarDiv fronts,
The 3rd and 4th Marine Divisions continue mopping up, A PO estimates that
there are 300 JAPS In the remaining pocket of resistance on the right flank
of the 4th MarDiv, The Sth Marine Division, on the morning of the 12th,
has made advances of 75 to 100 yards.

-

Seven B-29's made smergency landings on the IND JIMA Mo, 1 airfisld,
whose northeast and scuthwest runway is also operational now, It is sxpected
that the No, 2 airfisld will be oparationanl about 1i Mareh,

Patrol planes from MTNDORO attacked refineries at MIRI, FRENCH INDO-
CHINA, rather than at MIRT, northwest BORNEC, as reported in the morning
summary 12 March,

On 11 March, search planes damaged a medium cargo ship in HAINAN
STRAIT, probably sank another, sank a landing barge and damaped a tug off
HOBG KONG, dasaged 2 small cargo ships in FORMOSA STHAIT, sank one barge
and damaged another east of FORMOSA.

On 10 March, ZAMBOANGA FT's, cooperating with a Mitchell, damaged
two boats off BASILAN ISLAND and destroyed a steas—driven pumping barge.
That night, FT's sank two lugperas near TALISAY, northern CEBU, and destroyed
two "0 boats and ammunition and fuel dumps st BATANGAS, LUZCH.

additional strikes hawe been reported for 11 Maveh as follows:
20 Marine Corsairs bombed gas dumps, the boat basin and personnal area at
MILIE, MARSHALL ISLANDS, Two Corsairs received minor damage.
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The following adr cperations are reported:
10 Marchs

YAP ISLAND was struck by & Corgairs, hitting the causeways and
sotting fire to bulldings.

Six Avengers, 52 Corsairs ard 10 Hellcats sttacked PALAL with
bosbs, rockets and depth-charges. 2 of our planes were lost, but one pllot
was prescusd by ouwr surface craft.

The HERING STRAIT (AVP=34) rescued cne passenger and nine
crav maxbers of a crsshed Super Fort, and the antire crew of tem of another
8-29 also dewn in the sase wlsinity, Two other survivers were rescued
about 200 miles east of LINDANAD.

At smbeut 11 & on 17 March, one of our plones sighted the fuse-
lage and toil assembly of a plane floating under the surfece, Thers was
mush debris in the area, The wrockage was sighted about 30 miles
southwest of JORMSTCH ISLAND, Flanes and surface craft have besn sant
to the area to investigate the wreckage,
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ML

3 The 3rd and Lth Harine Divisions on 11 March had captured

“large sections of the beach on the sast coast st W0 JIVA. The snemy
® pow divided into two lsolated groups.

D-uatrn:.'ara and a heavy crulser continued to furnlsh [ire support;
and Mustangs (P=51's) bombed and strafed designated targets on IND JIUA.
During the nipght of 10 and 11 March, sur troops received some JAP rocket
{ire.

15 Eustangs attacked CHICHI JIMA on the sorning of 11 Yareh.

Unleading conditicns are favorable on the sastarn beachss, 58
prisopers, chich included 34 Koreans, were removed to GUAL on the DICKER-
50K (APD-21).

Uarine casualties totalled 16,714, of which 791 were officers
arnd 15,923 were enlisted man, it 6 P, on 10 March, 3,304 Marines had
bean killed in action.

By noon, on 1l March, our forces at ZAMBORIGA, had experienced no
enany oir or paval reaction to cur landinga, JAP artillery amd sortar
fire was still falling on the beaches, and on the nignt of 10=11 March,
two destroyers fMurnished 11lwinstion snd night bombardwent .,

Uajor Genaral Doe, of the [lst Infantry [ivision, assumed command
at ZAROANGA at 12355 FU, 10 Karch,

ZABEQANGA FT's, on the night of 9=10 March, destroyed a JAF barge
and motor boat and demaged o fuel barge on the ooast of BASILAN ISLAMD.

At 9110 Pu on 11 March, ths RANDOLPH (GV-15) was crashed by
& JAF suicider while at ULITHI, Fires were started, but are now under
control, Enown casualties are 1 dead and about 25 injured, Ancther
Ja&P crash-diver, at about the sase tims, struck and demaged buildings
on S0RLEN ISLAND at ULITHI.

Patrol planes, on 10 March, shot down an enemy bomber and sank
a medium AK off HONG KONG.

Five patrol planes from MIKDORC attacked refineries at MIRT
on porthwest BORMED, The planes fired five large and aix small odl storage

tanks. One enesmy bomber was destroyed on the ground and two JAP trucks
ware destroyed on a near-by highway.

Four Catalinas, on the night of § March, mined the HING HOND Area.
On the next night, single Cats mined AUDY and STATOW,

=1615=

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FELE
UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADSUAMTERE GF THE COMAHDER (M4 CHIEF
HAYY DEPARTMENT
# WASHINGTOMN 23, D. C.

£ 9 a.m, 11 Mareh 1945,
>
o SOUTH AND CENTHAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The Marine casualties on IWO JIMA at 5:00 p.m., 9 March, totalled
15,011, The total was made up of 760 officers and 15,251 enlisted men.
There have been 3098 officers and men killed in action.

Some enemy rocket fire is reported, coming from either KAMA or
FEANGEOKU rocks, off the northwest coast of IWD JIMA.

fumished by carrier aireraft. On the afternoon of % March, a B-29

F=511s are now providing close support in addition to that being
j succesafully made & forced landing on MOTOYAMA Afrfield No. 1.

The landings at ZAMBOANGA, on KINDANAD, are proceeding as scheduled,
No snemy resistance 1ls reported.
Fi FHILIPFIIE patrol planes sank & Jap AK, a lugger and a tug, and
) damaged three other AKs off HONG KNG, on B March. On 10 March, a patrol
plane shot domn & Jap flying boat in the WANSEI SHOTOS.

TWAXE mas bombed by five planes on 9 March., On the same date, 5b
Halleats and Corsairs bombed PALAU and sank two barges.

‘ The submarine KETE (55-369), reports sinking three mediuvm size
Jap ships.
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2
& A communiove from Flest Admiral Nimitgi bhendquartera states
that during the night of & March, the aneny attenpted large scale infil-
tration on the Lth Mvision front ard was repulsed, The Lth Division
kllled 564 JAPANESE during these attacks, On 5 March, the 3rd Uarine
Divislon broke throush to the northesst beaches of the island in the
early afterncon.

That night only minor infiltraticn attempls were carried out
by the enemy,

On 10 March, our attack centinued and cur holdings on the north-
oast beaches were enlarged. Sniper [ire held up the Lth Division, and the
jth Division received opposition from dafense installations on the lanks,

Both the 3rd and 4th Uarine Divisions indicated that no large sroups of
Snesy Ltroops were encountered on their fronts.

5 Libesrators dropped bombs on SUSAKT alrfield, CHIOHI J 1A,
during the night of 8 Mareh, The next day, 13 Liberators again bombed
the airfield,
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At 6 P on 8 Karch, the Warines had made alow but steady pro-
gress in reducing the area in the hends of the JWFS on IH0. The great-
est galns were sade by the 5th Marine Division on the left flank. The
4th Divielon was still encountering difficulty and making very slow
progress, The eecy reslstance conslsted mainly of heavy mortar, machine
gun and amall arms fire.

The JAPS were resarting to booby trapping dead Karines and dress-
ing JAP snipers in Uarine uniforms,

LOT=1029 wan heavily damaged after troaching on one of the
esastern beaches. Salvage was out of the cussilon, and the LOT was towed
to sea and sunk. There is no report of sny personnel casualties.

Carrier-based planes furndshed support mlssions on B February.
A Varine bomber sjuadron and 2 Ammy fighter squadrons landed at TN0 JIMA
on the afterncon of £ March.

AL ZRECANGA, on the southwest tip of ITHDARAD, twe crulsers
and six destroyers of the SEVENTH Fleet, under the command of Rear Admiral
Darkey, coversed cur minesweeping operations snd bombarded the shore area,
on & and 9 March, No enemy mines were swept and thersa was no reaction on
the part of the enemy to our sctivitliea.

Cn 10 March, the first four assault waves landed at ZAUBOANGA,
as scheduled and encountersd only light machine gun fire from the beaches.
By 7:40 A, two battalions had besn landed and no opposition was reported,

A barge was destroyed by FT'a off CE9U on the night of 7 and B
March, and st 10B0, in BATAHGAS PROVINCE on LUZON, PT's probably destroy-
ed & barge and a JAP radio station.

On the night of 7 March, 2 Catalinas laid mines in the FECADLUILLS.

Search planes on & March dasaged 2 luggers and & sea truck off
HATHAN ISLAT, and in FOIMOSA STHAIT a medius AK was strafed and another
lugger left sinking. A camp site sand buildinge on KUSAIE, 300 miles southeast
of FOMAPE, were strafed and bombed by patrol planes.

On 9 March, off CAPE SIRIK, on the west cosst of BOANED, a
medium AE, & small coastal AK, & barge and a tug were sunk by patrol
pleres, In sddition, a large schoorer and snother tug were damaged by
strafing.
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Qf the total casualties previously reported (morning susmary
9 March; 2,BLT were killed in action on IND JIMA.

The submarine RAZCRBACK (55-394) reports sinking 2 JAP sea-
F trucks and one schooner with punfire, 3 prisoners were captured at the

time of the sinking.,

[ The suboarine STEELET (53-392) reports the sinking of a large
l tanker and a medius~sized [reighter off TOEYD.
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(n the morning of 5 Larch, LCS5-127 groundsd on the rochy shore
of Si CLAGNTE ISLAND, off SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA. It is not consider-
od possible to salvage the shlp and she is now being stripped.
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There was very little mstivity on the night of ¥ and 6 March and
during daylight on £ Larch only ssall advances were made on the divislon
fronts. Salients between the 5th amd 3rd Divislons and the 3rd and 4th
Myvisons were extonded an additional 200 yards, There was & cain of
about LU yards on the 5th Mardiv Fromt,

polson all water on IW0 JINA with hydro-cyanie acid £0 it was not possibls to

{ A captured JAF document lndicates that orders were given to
mova tihe water to the rear.

Casualties at 5 P, 7 March, totalled 14,810, of which 720 were
officers and 1L,090 enlisted men. In additdion, LT officers and 2,265 en-
lilz;d men are sither sick or suffering from injuries of a non-combat
origin,

On € March, the 3R (A53~5) was hit by a snall-calibar JAF
shaell, The SUMNER was not dasaged, but one man was killsd and 2 wounded.

The enemy is apparently attenpting to parachute muppliass to the re-
maining forces on IND JIMA.

Flanes from the ENTERFRISE (CV=6) attacked enemy installations
at CHICHI JIMA oo 2 March.

Bad surf conditions required the closing of the western basches,
\ A moderate surf on eastern beach permits unloading.,

On 7 March, the sweeping of BALER BAY was completed. A total of
98 JAF =ines were swept.

On the sme date, Navy patrol seaplases began to cperate [rom
MAKILA BAY.

On & and 7 Uareh, PT boats destroyed 2 anemy barges on CERU,
FT's aloo asaisted the imy in clearing JAFS from wrecks in MANILA HAREOR,

Navy patrol planes from CLARK FIZLD on LUZON bombed and strafed
a small freighter and a lugger off SWATOY and left both ships in a sink-
ing condition,

On 7 March, WAKE was bombed and strafed by L planes,

on & March, & Avengers, 62 Qorsairs and 8 Hellcats bosbed and

rocketed the JAPS on FALAU, 6 Avengers and 8 Corsalrs attacked JAF shore
installations on YAP.
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On 7 Uarch, patrol planss shot down an emssyy Cighter west of CANTON
and damaged twe landing barges near ISHIGAKT JIMA in SAKISHIMA QUNID. Two
large LST's were attacked south of SHANGHAT and a patrol plane was damaged by
ansay AL fire.

The sweeping of BAIER BAY is still continuing and en & Uarch, 4 addi-
tional mines were cut.

The fellewing alr strikes are reportadi
& Marchi

LE Hellcats and Corsairs and 3 Avengoers bogbed and rocketed tha
PALAIS, destroying a bridge and setting fire te housea.

TAF TOW, on YAF, and GACTIL-TCMIL ISIAMD, in the TAF GDUF; were
struck by & Avengers and B Corsairs.

FUNAFE runways were attacked by 20 Uarine Corsairs.
7 Marehi
Puildings and cultivated areas on FALAL were attacked by 10 Helloats

and 40 Corsairs & of our planes were damaged.

L5L-169 struck a mine in MARIVELES HAREDH on BATARN on the morning
of 15 February. Usmage was heavy snd part of the landing ship was flooded and other
portions burned out.
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&

1s battallons sipported by 11 massed battallons of Larine artillery
ware muployed in the assault against the JAPS on & Mareh at the mrtbern end of
I JINA

At & P on 7 March, it was reported that the largest galns during &
and ¥ Marah had been made on the laft and center, while on the right flank, the
4th Larine Diviafon made only lindted gains,

The enemy resistance is beavy, comaisting zainly of mall arms snd machine
gun fire on 7 March, It is reported that on the laft flank JAPS are vdthdrawing
frow some of the caves. In this area, the NIPS blew up one of their own ammuni-
tion dumps. Sesldes the usual infiltratien tactice, a group of JAPS made & sulicide
charge agalnst tanks of the 3rd Larine Battalion and were wiped out.

The seaplane base was decommissioned on & March and the patrol seaplanes
roturned to SATPAN at 9 A, Liberators are pow using W0 JIUA as & base at which
to refusl on thelr return flights to TINIAN, 28 hrmy Lustangs arrived at noon on
& March to form part of the garrison alrforce,

A damaged bomber from a CVE made an ezergency landing on IWC JIKA, One
crow masber was killed.

Poor weather conditions prevented planes from CVE's from flying any
suppart missions on 7 March.

Unloading conditions on both beaches wers od on & and T March,

A revised report of cur casuslties, as of & FU, 5 March, has been
received. The total of 13,837 casualties is lower than that previously reported,
becsuse sick persennel had been carriesd in the wounded total. The casualtios
ere now 2,584 killed, 10,664 wounded and 589 ndsaing,

In the PHILIFFINES, 3 enmy motor craft were destroyed by PT boats on
3 Maren, A lugger and a barge wers destroyed off NZGROS ISLAND by PT's frea
(RADC on 5 Harch.

Patrol bombers mined HATNAN STRAIT, nerth of HAINAN, and YULINEAN DAY
on southern HAINAN on the nighte of 3, 4 and 5 Uarch,

On & March, patrol planes dmaged 3 enemy planes on a landing atrip
en northern BORNEC. On the some date, off HONG HOWG, they sank a large tanker,
two mall carge vessels and a lugger, In addition, they left two small freight-
ors and a lugger in a siniing condition and danaged ancther large tanker off
HORG KOKG. A sediun-size freighter was damaged in FUNIOSA STRATT.
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o
Three squadrons of Liberators struck SUSKKT PISLD on CHICHI JIMA on

4 March, and on 5 Uarch, 11 Liberators attacked the sams area. One plane
recelved minor damage from A4 [ire.

It is reported that the submarine SEA ROBIN (55=407) wiped out an
\ snény comvoy, and that the subsarine BASHAN (S3-241) sank a large Nip eller,
=1L
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On & March, the Marimes made only small local galns in spits of
heavy naval gunfire snd carrier-based air strikes in support of a long end
hesvy Uarine artillery bombardment of the JAF positions, Troops of the 3
Marine divisions were pinned down by intense mortar and small amms fire and
by stiff enemy resistance.

At 6 P, 5 March, 14,456 dead JAPS had been counted on INO JINA.

Two bombers from the ENTERFRISE (CV-=5) rocketed the enemy seaplane
base at CHICHI JIMA at 4330 A, 6 March,

At 3 Al en the ssms day, one cbservation plane from the SALT LAKE
CITY (CA=25) was shot down over IND JIMA. There were no survivors,

12 pight fighters for the INU garriscn landed at 1:;00 FM.

The DOYEN (APA-1) recelved damage to & forward boom when she was
hit by a light artillery projectile. There were no parsonnsl camialtles.

On 5 March, the swesping of SAN BERNARDING STRAIT was completed,
Ho mines were swept, In BALER BAY, 45 mines have been swept and aweeping
still continues,

Patrol planes from the PHILIFPINES sank a destroyer, 3 barges and
a lugger off the CHINA COAST. Cne enemy plane was shot down. A medium
cargo vessal was set on fire in CAMRANH BAY.

T™wo mediun freighters were bombed and strafed by a patrol plane
on & March, 20 miles southwest of KYUSHU. The patrel plame recedved
minor damage and ome of the crew was slightly injured by light, accurate
enemy Ak fire. A JAP fishing boat was destroyed by strafing on THUE.

A patrol plane attacked and damaged an enemy [E weat of the IZUS
md attacked planes on the grourd and a radio station in the same island

ETOUp.

Searches from the GILAERTS report no results on & Karch in thelr
\ efforts to locate survivers from the party of Lt, Ceneral L, F. Harson, U3A.

& Libarators bombed SUSAKI FIELD on CHICHI JIMA on J Karch. On
4 Mareh CHICHI JIMA was hit by 16 Liberators. One plane was damaged and
one crewsan wounded,
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Our casualties during the sams perlod were 1 man killed in action.

On 5 March, 37 Hellecats and Corsairs and 3 Avengers attacked the
PALAUS and set fire to an oil and supply dump and destroyed 2 trucks.

The submaripe BLACKFIN (55-322) has returned from her second war
patrol and reports sinking one enemy destroyer (1,200 tona] and shares the
damaging of & large enemy tanker with the BESUGD, Credited tonnage on
damage - 5,000 tons.

The third war patrel of the subsarine BERGALL (55-320) has been
completed, 2 enemy patrol vessels were sunk for a tonnage of 300 tona, 2
large tankers and 1 battleship of the Ise-class were damaged. Total dasaged
bonnage 52,000,

The submarine PAPANITO (55-383) has returned from her fifth patrol
and reparts sinkinz 1 large AK and 1 large tanker for a total tonnage of 17,500,
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230 guerrillas were landed near DIMASALANG, on the southesst coast

of MASBATE ISLAND, during the sorning of 3 March. A preliminary bombardmant
blew up an assunition dump, started geveral fires and killsd several JAFS.

The 3 March landing on BURIAS ISLAMD (morning sumary 5 March) was
made by units of the 13Znd Infantry without oppositiens

On the same day, 3 Karch, a reinforced company was landed on TICAD
1SLAND and met no cpposition.

On 3 March, troops on PALATAN repulsed & small counter-attack at
night, OCtherwiss, oo opposition is being met and patrols are operating 15
ailes north of FUERATD PRIFCESA.

PT boats on 3 Uarch sank a sallboat in SUBIC BAY, killing 15 JAFS
and capturing 7. MINDORD FT'a destroyed a JAP barge and strafed CORON TOWN
on BUSUAMGA ISLAND, north of PALAWMAN. FI's from MOROTAI and one ICI start-
od fires on enemy installations on HALMAHSHA.

Patrol planes, on 4 March, sank a lugger and shot down one enamy
plane off the CHINA COAST. On 5 March, a coastal fredghter wis strafed and
laft burning in the HANSEI SHOTOS.

The 10GAN [AFA=-196) collided with the NAPA { AP&-157) due to a
stesring casualty while in convoy (morning sumsary 22 ard 24 February) .
Thers were no LOGAN persennal casuaities and the LOGAN rescued 6 of the
NAFA personnel, Temporary repairs to the LOGAN were completed by the ship's
force and the ship is seaworthy.

During the period 21 te 2B February, the TANCEY (AKA-93) sustained
underwater dasage, which it is believed has caused structural weakness. The
damage was received when the YRICEY had & crulser and an L3T alongside during

rough weather.

Mopping up operations still comtinue st SATPAN, TINIAM, GUAL and
PEELIU. The results for the period 18 to 2, Pebruary are a3 follewsa:

S s s

TINLAR 7
(Hir 35 n
FELELIU - 2
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There were po substantial changes ln our lines on 5 March., The
3 divisions were engaged in reorganization preparatory to a concerted assault
on the JAFS on & March.

The emeay continued to attempt to infiltrate our lines and these
attempts during the night were repulsed by artillsry [ire. The Uarines were
subjected to JAF mortar and small arms fire throughout the day.

In the rear areas, the troops continued to mop up isclated JAPS.

At 5 FM on & Mareh, our casualtiesa were ma follows: KIA - 2,419;
total casualties 14,355 (671 officers, 13,684 enlisted men).

Heather conditions wers improving and the unlosading on both east
and west beaches was being expedited.

Carrier alreraft and surface ships continued to glve mipport to the
troops.

Search planes opsrated from the seaplane base at 10 JINA. The
base will be decommissioned on & March, and land-based Catalinas will taxe
over patrol and search activitlies from IMO JIMA. One patrol plane sank a
amall enemy ship sbout 300 miles northwest of IVD JIMA.

Two of our boabers dazaged by enemy AA landed safely at IND JILA.

A carrier-based fighter shot down an enemy bomber over IN0 JILA on
3 Uarch,

22 mires have been swept &t BALER BEAY up to 4 March. BALER BAY
has not jet been coapleotely swept.

Sweaping of SAN BEANARDIND STRAIT is continuing, No mlnes have
bean swept.

Winegweeping in MANILA HARBCR has been completed, exsept for creas
in which zineswsepers cannot operate due to underwater cbstructions. On &
Ynrch, Commodore Sullivan began clearing WANILA HAREOR of sunken wrecks.

On 1 March, 2 ICT and 2 108 delivered supplles to guerrillas cn

CEBU, near TOLEDD, on the west central coast, and then bombarded SAN CARLOS
on the east coast of NEGROS ISLAND.
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The RINGOOLD (DD=500) was in ccllision with the YARNAIL (DD-541)
(merning summary 4 March). There were no personnel casualties, but the
ship sustained heavy damage. The bow to Frame 25 was cut off, one magazine
flooded and the starboard side badly buckled. The RINGOOLD is proceeding

under har own power to ULITHI.

The VERRTMACK (A0=37) was damaged cn the morning of 27 February
when she collided with the SAN JACINTO (CV1I~30) during fueling operaticna,

On 8 January, LST 912 was severely damaged by a JAP crash-diver
| in the LUZN AREA.
\
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Total casialties are 13,292, composed of 636 officers and 12,0656
enlisted men.

0n 4 March, a B=29 succesafully aade sn emergency landing on IO
JIMA on its return from & otrike against JAPAN. The Flying Fort was refueled
and laft for TINIMN.

Minegwesping in SAN BERNARUING STHAIT is hampered by strong currents
and the loas of sweep gear, No mines have been found in either this area
or in CASIGURAN SOUKD,

Sweeping conmtinues in MANTLA HARBOR, whera 3 more mines of a new
type have been found. However; on 1 March, MANILA HAREOR was opened to
shipping and a large number of ships of all types entered and began unload-
ing in the narth harbor.

At midnight, on 3 March, Viece Adm, Barbey assumed command of the
CORABEGIIOR and WMARIVELES coperations.

Landings were made on BURIAS ISLAND, west of SOUTHERN LUZDH, in
the SIBUYAN 324 on J March. 2 destroyers bombarded the ialand prior to

the landing,

Cn PALAGAN, our troops have encountered no enamy oppesition. FT
boats landed puerrillas north of PUZATC FRINCESA and secured JAP papers
from small craft which a small group of JAPS had used to effect a landing
on the previcus might.

Patrol planes on 2 and 3 March shot down 2 enemy alrcralt over
INDO CHINA and FORMDSA, and sank two muall coastal freightera and a barge
north of WENCHOW, and a lugger in KURUN HARBCR, FORMOSA. Two AK's and
a patrol wessel were damaged heavily off WENCHI. Anlneswesper and two
fraighters were damaged in the NANSEI SHOTOS, while another freighter was
left burping scuthwest of SHANGHAI.

On 4 March, the PALAUS were attacked by Corsalrs, Avengers and
Helloats strikirg at msunition dumps, AA positions, supply areas and &
pler, We lost two planes and five planes were damaged, Orme pdlot was
rescued.

On 3 March, the BOLIVAR (APA-34) was hit by a TSmm shell from Marime
artillery. One man was killed and two were wounded, The ship was not

daanged.
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on & Yarch, only slight gains were made by the 5th Asphibdous
Corps on I0 JIMA, The 4th Divislon has wiped out the enamy pocket near
UINAT, which previously had besn holding up their sdvance, Progress on
the pight flenk is still slow because of the difficult terrain. On the
left and in the center smamy resistanse is becoming stronger despite
the fact that the defensive positicns are not pearly so well constructed
as those encountersd sarlier in the assault on IWD JIMA. The terraln
i aiding the snemy defensive positions materially.

One battalion of BOT 27 is being esployed in sealing JAF caves
on MT. SIRIBACHI.

RCT 28 pepulsed an enemy counter-attack en the afternmcon of &
Marchki11ing in the process many JA"S.

#ie have captured a large underwater distilling plant and storage
tanks, A Mip launching site for rockets has also bean captured.

During the might of 3 March and throughout 4 March, erulsers,
destroyers and small support units provided gunfire suppert for the
troope.

Mr support astivities were severely curtailed due to unfavor=
able weather conditions, altheough CHICHI JIMA was hit by carrier planas
from the ENTEAFHISE,

The gea and the surl has moderated, but unloading on eastern
beaches is restricted to L3T's and L3d's. ICT's have been able to
1ss the western bssaches asd that beach area show possibilitiss for future
developzent o

On 4 kareh, 4 sesplanes engaged in search missions from ITD JIMA.

It is reported that the JAP naval forces on IWD JIAme commanded
by Hear imiral Ichimaru,

i & PU on 3 March, our forces had counted 12,86l dead J&S and
had taken £1 priscners, composed of 36 JAPS and 45 EOREARS,

At 5 P on 3 March, ocur casualties were as follows:

ETLLED T w&lﬂ i ACTION

cara ] cars Lan
= 4 10,0 3
TOTAL 2,175 10,568 549
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%ﬁiﬂ and Helleata and 3 Avengera attacksd Japs in the PALAUS.
Wa loat one plane dus to enemy antiaireraft fire. Four Corsairs bombed
YAP TOWM .

SUSAKI field on CHICHI JIMA was hit by 10 Liberators.

At TWO JIMA, 2 March, LCS-52 sustained heavy structural damage when
15T-22) struck her port side when coming alongeide, and L5T-534 hit her
starboard side while retracting from the beach.

On 19 and 20 February, the STAR (AKA-67) sustained major damage to
her hull and lost one 5-ton boom while transferring ammumnition to a heavy
crulser at INC JIMA.

The BFRIEN (APA-52) sustained damage to her hull on 1 and 2 March
while transferring carge to LST's and LSW's at IW0 JIMA. There is no
apparent damage below the waterline, but the BERAIEN will require navy yard
repair

The EENNETT (DD-473) damaged the plating on the port side near Frame
15 from a probable dud bosb or torpedo, dropped by & Jap plane on 1 March.
There is some flooding, but bulkheads are holding and there is no machinery
casualty, There were no personnel casualties, Docking will be required for
repairs,

The YARNELL (DD-541) was heavily damaged in & collision with the
RINGOOLD (DOD-500), The YABNELL is being towed to ULITHI, stern first.
One man was killed and six were injured in the collision which cccurred
during night torpeds exercises.

On 28 February, the CLINTON (AM-328) received minor damage to the
outer hull and heavy damage to interior bulkheads and doors, when an elec—
trical water heater; in the forward crew's head exploded. One man was
killed and 11 injured from steam and flying debris.

The SAUNTER (AM-295) requires extensive repairs after hitting a Jap
mine on 26 February, while sweeping in MANILA BAY (morning sumsary 1 UMarch),
Twe enlisted men were killed and one officer and seventeen men wounded.
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Adr strips of nusber 1 sirfield on IND JIMA are now being used to
evacuate casualties by plane.

A Eorean priscner of war believes that only five or six thousand
active Japs of the original garrison of 18,000, remain in combat on the
ialand.

MANILA BAY is not considered safe for shipping and ainesweoping
still continuss. On 2 March, seven mines ware swept.

A preliminary sweep of CASIGURAN BAY, on the east coast of LUZOM,
did not produce any eneny mines, and scouts landed in the same area, re-
part no snemy activity.

On FALATUN, our troops have encountered only one group of about 50
Japa, On LUBANG ISLAND, extensive patrols developed only minor contacts
with the eneay.

On 1 March, PT boats landed soouts on HALMAHERA.

Two LCS, oo 2 March, sank & barge and destroyed a sugar plant and
bulldings on eastern MEGROS ISLAND.

Fatrol planes from the FHILIPFINES ahot down an enemy plane off the
CHINA COAST, and sank three cargo vessels and one barge and damaged and
laft burning & DE, a schooner and a medium freighter,

The following air strikes are reported:

i
ﬁﬂ.ﬂd on CHICHI JIMA waa bombed by & Liberators and one Liber—
ator attacked OUMIORA TOWN.

March
mﬂwn, at night, hit SUSAXI field on CHICHI and one Libera-
tor bombed OMURA TOW.

9 Liberators attacked SUSAKI field on CHICHI JIMA.

16 Marine Corsairs struck the airfield on WOTJE, and 12 Corsairs bombed
the runways at MALOELAP. 15 Marine Corsairs hit MILLE runways with 30 half
tonmers.

9 medium bombers attacked WAKE, and heavily damaged the rumways.
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Carrier based planes of the 5th Fleet, under Vice Admiral Mitscher,
on 1 March, struck the Japs in the NANSEI SHOTOS. One objective of the
gttack waa to cbtain a photo reconnaissance of the island chain, but due
to low hage, photo conditiona were poor.

The results of the attack show that four ensmy planes were shot down
in combat and thirty-ssven were destroyed on the ground. Approximately
fifty additional planes were either destroyed or dasaged on the ground.

A destroyer, six small carge ahips and two medium cargo ships, an ccean-
golng tug and three other small vessels wore sunk, and at least thirteen
othera, including one medium and six ssall cargo ships were probably sunk.
Qur plames damaged four DE's or patrol eraft, four medium cargo vessels,
one medivm transport, nine mmall coastal vessels, ten luggers and one small
cargo ship. Several other amall craft were sunk or damaged. Radio and
radar installations, airfields, barracks and wurehouses were damaged or
destroyed on the islands of TOKUNO, EWME, OXTHAWA, WTNAMA, AMAMT and OKIN-
OYERABU

In combat, we lost thirteen planes, four pilots and three crowsen.
Cur coperational losses were eight planes with no persomel lost.

During the retirement fros the attack area, our surface forces bom-
barded OKIND DAITO at night, 250 miles southeast of OXINAWA, starting
large fires,

On TWD JRMA; reports at 6:00 p.m., 3 March, reveal that the advance
contimes steadily on the left flank and in the center. The 4th Marine
Divisdon on the right flank, is being held up and making very alow progress
due to very heavy enemy resistance. A strong enemy pocket, near the tosm
of MINANT, southeast of airfisld Mo, 2, is mainly responsible for the alow
progress on the right flank.

Only limited closs support can be furnished by carrier aireraft dus to
the small ares still remaining in the hands of the snemy.

At 6100 p.m., 3 March, on the loft and in the center, the Marine 1ines
were about 700 yards beyond the northern boundary of airfield No. 3, and
were 1500 yards from KITAND POINT, which is the extrems northern tip of IMD
JINA

Both eastern end western beaches are being esployed for unloading. &
five foot surf hampers unloading activities on the castern beaches.

Carrier aireraft bombed and rocketed OMURA TOWN, on CHICHI JIMA, and
sank & 15,000 ton cargo vessel at HAHA JIMA,
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Nawal casunlties up to 2 March are Li% killed, 527 wounded mnd
452 misaing,

Carriar-aireraft bombed CHICHI JIMA on 1 March. Approximately
mme-half of thelr bombs were delayed-action type,

without opposition,

e i biteE e

m-m;wﬁrm
@\amwmmmmm ISLAND, northwest of MINDCRO, on 1 March

On PALAWAN the troops continued to adwance without opposition

and have found evidence of a hasty withdrawal by the eneny from wall-
@ constructed positions,

Wineswoeping continues in MANILA BAY in the vicinity of the
west breakmter,

Winesweeping operations are being conducted inm BATER BAY and in
CASIGUHAN BAY, on the east coast of LUZON in northern TABATAS FROVINCE.
At BALER BAY, 14 mines were swept,

PT boats on the night of 28 February to 1 March strafed JAP
positions on CEBU, starting large fires, On 28 February, FPT's and air-
eraft in & Joint operation destroyed 7 JAF sulcide boats in BATANGAS
BAY on SOUTHERN LUZON,

Une enemy aireraft sucoeeded in bombing TACLOBAN, on LEYTE,
tut without causing any damage,

ﬁ:zﬁm&z’rﬁhrun'npltrulphmaunktmmmip
in the MANSEI SHOTOS and sank six other coastal freighters in FORMOSA
STRAIT. They alse shot down three enemy planes and damaged at least
three others along the CHINA COAST.

On 2 March, patrol planes from LUZON sank ane enesy freighter
and damaged and left burning a DE and ancther freighter north of SAKISHIMA
FNTO, They sank a Jap cargo vessel and damaged another, 180 miles scuth-
west of SHANGHAI,

On 25 Pebruary, & Liberators hit SUSAKT FIELD, on CHICHI JIMA,

The submarine HUS TANTALUS has returned from patrol and reports

sinking by gunfire six wnarsed miscellanecus vessels for a total of 500
tons.
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The Marines sa=PECCSE are continuing to advance on the left
flank and in the center, t noon on 2 March our lines extended to
the northern limits of IJ.rrh Nay 3, —AirfiebdHay—w—do—erhiretr—n
war—hands —and skeQccupation of high ground near Alrfield Mo, 3 places
the Marines in a position to split the snemy as well as opening more
maneuverable ground to them.

Raval gunfire and CVE air strikes are continuing to furnish
wvaluable support and bosbardsent for the troopa.

The supply situstion is generally good, except that artillery
ammmnition is low, due to unloading difficulties and enemy action,
@ On the night of 1 March and during 2 March, a five-foot swell interferred

with the unlaading. im—d—mmd west coast beach
will probably be used on 3 March.

Destroyera, support and gunboat units have been bosbarding
ccastal caves at close range. 2 March was the first day that the
mortar support units, on LCI's, did not recive fire (rom enesy batteries,

The garrison group for IND JIMA has arrived in the area and
unloading has begun,

DT
'D Flanes sprayed fssicieih over areas in our possession and
the results are reported as excellent, TOORY
The north to south runway of Airfield No, 1 mew dout i, 000
™ fest in operation, and transport planes can now use the « The [iald
will probably be clear of all enemy artillery fire by and fighter
squadrons will be able to land and have been alerted for that purpose.

total Marine casualties at 5 Pl on 1 March are 11,255,
compemtey? (10,663 enlisted mon and 592 ofﬁmu} Of this total, 1,7T7h
have been killed in action. o/

The enemy dead total 7,127. 15 Japs and 17 Koreans are
@ prisoners of war, Propaganda leaflests are reported by the Koreans to
have induced them to surrender.
A Korean POW reports that there were 18,000 Japs on IWD JIMA
on "D" day.
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FT's, on the night of 28 February - 1 March, landed an Arey
radar team st ICHG PCINT, on the west coast of PALATAN.

Patrol planes from the PHILIFPINES, on the ndght of 28 Pebruary -
1 March; started fires on FRATAS REEF (180 miles moutheast of POND ECMT) 5
attacked a mediua AK near the FESCAICRES, bombed bulldings at MAKD on
FORIDSA and destroyed a large enemy fraighter south of the FEICADORDS.

PT's on the night of 27-28 February, started fires on the
beach south of CEZBJ CITY and sank 2 schooners in the same area, On
the same night, PT's landed suppliss for guerrillas on northern LASEATE
ISLAD,

HANILA HARECR, with the exception of the area along the break-
water, is now clear of mines,

The following alr strikea ars reported:
28 February:

16 Yarine Corsaire bombed the runways on MALOELAP, L3 Corsairs
hit two alrfields on PONAPE. 1l Corsairs bosbed the runwaye on MILLE,

1 Mareh:

52 Corsaira, 3 Avengers and 3 Hellcats bombed and rocksted
the enemy on BASELTHUAP.
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On IND JIMA, the Marines on 1 Usarch had advanced on the conter
and left flank with considerabls gains and had occupled the west and of
airfisld Mo, 3. Troops on the right flank slso advanced but with smaller
gains, Morine artillery snd Maval gunfire furnished support for the advance,

The Karines on MT. SUATBACHI continued their mopping up cpera-
tiona.

Cur casualties as reported at 6:00 P on 28 Pebruary are:
Killed = 1635, wounded = B20k and missing - 406, Casualtiss sre now
being evacuated directly to hoapital ships from the beach,

Marine patrpl bombers are now cperating froa the as
bans at IWO JIMA, ard 17 gpotting planes are using alrfield Np, 1. The
| north-south rumway at MOTOYAMA airfield No. 1 is now available for use
/_'il as an emergency landing field by carrisr plenes, .

Mall i3 beinz delivered to the troops by parachute and the
efficisncy and morale of the troops is reported as sxcellent.

The besches recaived scae enemy punfire during the day, but
unlosding continues, Beach conditions were reported as fair on 1 March.

Botween 2:30 and 4130 MM on 1 March, & JAP planes attempted
an attack on IND JIMA. One enemy plane was shot down.

The troops wers furnished close alr support on 1 March,
Enemy installations on CHICHI JIM)A were attacked during the night of
28 Pebruary, On CHICHT JIMA only meager AL was sncountered. One of
our THI's was shot down on 1 March bshind cur lines. There were no
survivers,

On 1 March, at 4115 MM, the TERRY (DD-513) was hit by a six-
inech shell, from snemy batterles. A= a result of the hit, the forwerd
engine room was flooded, On the TERRY, 9 were killed and 18 wounded,

A 10508 &, on the same day, the COLHOUM (DD-801) was hit by
enesy shellfire near the after-torpado mount and Nos 3 gun. There were
7 mounded and 1 killed on the COLHCUN.

The 126th Infantry saptured both airstrips and FIZRTD FRINCESA
on PALATAN by 1:00 PN, 28 February, The entire PIERTD FRINCESA FENINIULA
has heen ocoupled and no contact with the enesy has been reported., On
28 Pebruary, fire suport units, mineswesperas and AFD's were released and
departed the area. The landings are procesding as scheduled,
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In conjunction with sesuring the =ea route through 3AN HERMARDINO
STRAITS and VEADS ISLAMD FASSAGE, it ia reported that mopping up opera-
tiona ars continuing on VERLE ISLAND and that BALICAUTRED and NARANJO
ISLANDS in SAN BERMARDINO 3THAIT have bean taken,

During the peried 11 to 17 February, the following casualties,
ovm and enemy, have besn reported:

Location Enemy Killed Enemy POW Qﬁ Camalties
K :

SATFAN LA T - 1
TIKLAR 9 2 2 -
TUR 33 6 5 2
FELELIU [ - - &

It was cleo reported that on 15, 15, 17 February, 131
JAPANESE were killed or captured in the mountainous central srea
on SATPAN.

On 14 Pebruvary, ? JAPS on a raft withademolition charge
attacked one of our ICITs pear EZIL MALE, PALAU. They ware destroyed.

The following ailr operations have besn reportad;

26 and 27 February:

Six srall cergo ships were sunk in PORMOSA STRAIT and 2
athers nesr JAKISHIMA GUNTC by Navy search planes.

27 February:

36 Corsalrs, 13 Helleats and 3 Avengera attacked BABELTHUAP
and EORCH in the FPALAUS, Ome plane was damaged by anti-aireraft,
& Avengera hit YiP TOMN, YiP ISLANDS.

Search planes from LEYTE damaged a lugger northeast of
FOMMOSA, sank two and dasmaged cne mall coastal fredizhters in the

ZAKTSHIMA GUNTO vicinity, sank another saall freiphter near QEINATA
and damaged o small coastal vessel between HOND KONG and SNATOW,
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On 28 February, amphibious foreee, vrder the sommand of Hear
Adm, Fechteler, landed the 186th RCT, Llst Mvison, at PUERTD
FRINCESA, PALRVAN. The londing was coversd by 1 btomberdment fores of thres
v lght erulsers and five destroyers, under the coomand of Rear Adm, Rggs,
There wae no opposition up to 12:00 P, at which tise Brig. Gen, Haney
assumed command ashors,

At IO JIMA, during the night of 26 Pebruary, enemy activity
was on & limited scale, There was some anamy tank moversnt and rear
areas were subjected to some large caliber fire, Two heave crulsers,
nine destroyers, one gunboat support unlt and one mortor mipport
unit furpished fire support during the misht, The martar support unit
recaived sporadic snemy fire from the northern tip of the lsland.
This unit wes believed to have fired twe enemy srmunition dumpa,
Advances on the 27th were reported in the aftsrnoon summary, 28 Pebruary.

Improved westher conditions allowed greater direct air support
by our escort carrisr nlanes. Besch caviitions wers alsc improving,
d slthough the ELUE besches were only operating at 25% capacity. Lost
of the wrecked craft has besn clsared from the heaches.

0n 28 February, considerable sdvances were made all mlong the
front, On the left, the 5th Marine Division secured the 0=2 lins,
In the center, the 3rd larine Divislon sdvenced through the main ensmy
defenss line beyond the village of MOTOYAUA. On the right, the Lth
Division made galns of several hundred yards st various points, and
broke up & local counter attack with artillery at L:25 P, Enemy
mortar fire fall on ELUE beach.

At 2:15 AM, 27 February, the LST-28L, was hit at the watarline,
starboard side, by a medium caliber shell, rendering her starboard
propeller inopsrative. There were no parsontel casvaltiss, O the
28th, the PRESIDENT ADAMS (APA-19) received operationsl dasage during
urloading and requires emergency repairs upon her return to the WARTANAS,

As of 6200 P, 26 February, 4,78, enemy dead had besn counted
and 10 POW taken,

Mineswssping operations continued in MANILA BAY, One of our
destroyers sank & 150-foot tug, drifting in the bay. The SANTER (M-

295) was dazaped by a mine, All onesy organized resistance was re-
ported to have ceased on CORRESIOOR,
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On 27 February, the 3rd Marine Division advanced to a
point within 200 yerds of the 0=2 1ine, north of Alrfisld Ko, 2. The
ith Marine division made mn advance of 200 yards on ita right flank and
in the center. At 11110 &, the 5th Maripe Divislon broke up a local
countar-gttack with artillery fire. & POW reports that the 145th JA2
Infantry defends extensive fortified sreas near WISHI, morth of the O=2
1ire on the 5th Division front. This report end the recent astion has
sonfirmed the belisf that our troopa are now enzaged against the main
defensive positions, 800 pillboxes wers found mounted in the Jrd Marine
pivislon front slone.

The enery has been using anti-tank and anti=personnal oines
extensively. 11 tanks of the Jrd Tank Battalion were destroyed yester-
day, leavirg a total of &7 operational for the entire corps. Alter
seversl dors anti-aireraft fire has been sncountered again. It is be-
lieved that this comes from sutomatic snti=tank wsapons.

The 180 [AKA-£0) was reported hit, apparently fros a LR
shall fiped from the direction of the beach. No details are available.

Routine dawn swesps of CHICHI JIKA were made and o CVE's
provided ground troops with closs air sipport. 9 Liberators glso made
strikes on IEC JIMA during the alterncon. Unloading was restricted to
15T1s, LESI's end ICT's becouse of surf conditions.

On 25 February, 3 destroyers contimued to give fire support
to our trocps on CORTEGIDOR. Our minesweepars and PT's have fourd many
JAPANESE swimmors in MANTLA HAY. Thay wers only sble to take a few of
than priscoers.

Search planes, on the night of 2% February, damaged a barracks
in the PESCADORES and a small cargo ship and four ssa trucks near FOFMO3ZA.
2 landing eraft west of HALMAHERA wers ulro domaged.

On 27 February, LEYTE search planea attacked an =mall cerpgo
ship in the FORMOSA STRAITS, shot down two enemy planes and probably
destm yed apother south of CANTON. Thres men wers wounded in ons of our
planes,.
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Commander FIFTH Fleel reporte that sxtresely wnfavorable weather
prevented an attempted strike on the NAGOYA - MOBE AREA on 26 February by
o/ Task Foroe 58 and that HACHIJO JIMA was the only other target Lthat could
be attacked. Operational losses for the two day's strikes are given as
4 planes and no personnsl, (Ses afterncen mimmary 27 February),

During the night of 25 February, 5 s=all enemy vessals, one of

which was a picket boat, caused minor damage to the FORTERFIZID (DD-642)

| and to the FASADENA (CL-65). One officer was killed and 13 men wounded on
the PORTERFIZELD, and 2 men ware wounded on the PASADENA, Operaticnal
damage, incurred mostly frem the heavr sess, was rerorted to the JOHN
M, SEEES (DD-701), STERHEN POTTER (DD-532) and the MOALE (D0-693)., The
enemy reaction to the strikes was definitely passive, and most of the 100
airborne oireraft appeared to awold cosbat.

At 3135 A, on 22 February, the THOUAS F. NICKEL (DE-587) collided
with the 35 HENRY LEI0CS, suffering slight damage to her bow, The position
waa not glven,

The following alr strikes have been reported:

26 February:

Scarch planes strefed and destroyed o 15-foot whaleboat at WOTVE,
MAASHALL ISLANDS.

62 Corsairs, 11 Helleats end 3 Avengers bombed and strafed
targots in the PALAU and YAP TSLAMDS, A houss and a bridge were destroyed
on EABELTHUAP and seversl warehouses destroyed at YAP,

Might patrol planes from LINGAYEN dmmaged a mmall freighter trana-
port near CANTCH and a 4,000-ton transport near HONG XDKG,

Febru

HINDCAD search planes shot down one enemy plane and damaged an-
othar near QAPE SAINT JACCUES,

Another plane sank one moall cosstal wessel loaded with oil and
damaged another between BONO KOMG and ZWATCH.

{ Commander Submarines’ PACIFIC reports that the LASMTO (33-371)
has mifik an enesmy submarine while on patrol in the PACIFIC,
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A comunique from Admiral Kimits reports the results of T.F.
58 strikes on the TOKYD Area, 7F Dabruary, and on HACHIJO JIMA, 26
February. Preliminary reports indicate AT enssy planes shot down, 111
destroyed on the ground and 75 demaged on the ground, 5 =mall eneny
vessels, including 1 picket boat, were sunk; 5 constal vessels and 7
snall craft were probebly sunkj 9 cosstal vessals and 5 mall craft
wars demaged, 2 trains near TOEYD were destroyed. Radar insta)lations
and hangars were hit. The (TA and XOIZIMT aireraft plants were heavily
damaged st CTA, north of TOKXD, TWeather conditiona were extramely adverse,

Cur loasss were 9 planes and 4 pilote in combat.

Strong emeny reslstance was sncountered on IVD JIKA during
the afterncon of 26 February and very littls change in the lines tock
place. The heaviest oppoaition was in the right center, to the northeast
of the Yo, 2 airfisld, 200 enemy dead and a mmber of documents were
found in the entrance to & deep cave on the Jrd Division fromt. Fillboxes
in the smme ares wers believed to be asmunition storages, A prisoner of
war states that the enemy's only source of water mupply is roin water,
stored in drums at each defense installation,

The supply situation is reported as penerally satisfactory,
and there are now 15 water distillation units opsrating akhore,
an adeguate water supply to our forces.

On the night of 25 February, PT's,cooperating with airoraft,
destreyed one berge, 3 lugpgers, 3 sallboats and exploded an ammunition
dunp at ROMEION ISLAMD, north of PAMAY, in the SIBUYAN SEA. 2 more
barges were destroyed of f GUINTACAN ISLAD, north of CEBU, in the VISAYAN
SEA, and an attacking adrcraft was set alire.

On 26 Pebruary, slx Avengers bombed shore installations on
GACII-TOMTL, YAP ISLAMD. A4f Corsairs, 3 Avengers and 2 Helleats attack-
ed the enemy-held PALAUS,

The destroyer FANDNG (DD-385) rescued 11 survivers of a
downed B=-29, Position was not given,
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The follewing alr strikes are reported;

25 February:

B liberators dropped bombs on SUSAKI airfield at CHICHI JIMA.

Search planes from LEYTE sank one amall cargo ship between
HCRG FONG and SWATOW, attacked another carpo ship west of FORMOSA,
sank a third frefighter and also destroyed e radio station snd strafed
thres amall freighters in the SAETSHIUA OUNTO.

Marine sircraft fired a supply dump and a fuel storage at
URUETHAFEL, PALAU ISLAND, and also attacked targets at YAP,

26 Pebruary:
Search planes froa VINDOAD strafed and damaged a small trans-
port at CARANH BAY.

Carrier planes strafed targeta in the CHICHI JIMA AREL, burn=
ing one plane; twc medium merchant men and sinking & sasll merchant ship,
0il storage facilities were also destroyed.
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During the right of 25 Pebruary, the enesy sttempted his ueual
infiltration tactics on a minor scale, Two heavy crulssars, nine destroy-
ers, one mortar support unit and one gunhoat support unit provided 1lluaina-
tion and close supporting fires for our troops.

funter-killar operaticns were conducted againat subaarine contocts,
one &7 miles to the westward of D JIMA and the other 140 miles to the
south.

The attack wra resumed the morning of 2% February after 45
sinutes of preparation fire by Marine artillery, supported by one HE, cne
CA and one CL. The main effort is being made in the center along the 3rd
DMvision front. Sy 10:52 A.., important gains wers nade on the laft
flank by the 5th Karine Ddvision and in the center by the 3rd Larine
pivisisn, The front lines at that time ran along the northernmost adge
of the Yo, 2 airfield. At 9:00 MM, the Lth Yarine Division reported the
capture of Hill Mo, 382, an important snemy dafsnse point to the eastward
of Fo, 2 Arfield, The 28th HCT is still engaged in mopping up SETHACHL
whers a considershle number of enemy troops are sealed in caves,

At 10:05 &M, two planes of the Lth Marine Diviaion landed on
the Mo, 1 Arfield at I#0 JIMA, the first planes to commence operations
on the island, The remsinder of the Lth Division observation squadron
expects to land today. The Mo, 1 Alrfield is now tleared for 1,500
feat.

Daspite a light rain, poor visibility, and & moderate mwall
off shore, unloading opsrations continue at an increasing pace, and beach
conditions are improved. Nearly all shore party sguipment is in opera-
tion and dumps ashore are well stocked, To date, 10 transports and 3&
L5T's have been unloaded, 8 watsr distillation units are oparating
nshora.

Indicstions are that a shortage of water may soon cause &
arisis amongst the enemy. It is reported that enemy snipers are con-
cealing themselves under their own dead during daylight hours and then
coming out at night to fire.

As of 6100 P, 25 Pebruary, cur casualties were 1,113 ELA;
530 MIA and 5,698 WIA. The enesy counted dead at that time was 3,568
and 9 prisoneras of war have been taken.
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A preliminary swesp of MANILA DAY was completed on 2i, February
mnd no mines are reported.

ﬁ On 2L February, reinforcements were landsd on COPRECIDOR. 3

destroyers still continue to furnish punfire support for the attack on
the island, & prisoners have baen captursd, and 3,170 encamy dead have

bean counted to date on CORREJILCR.
An eneny lugger was sunk north of MECROS ISLAMD by & destroyer.

On 2i Pebruary, in & coordinated attack with aircraft, FT's
in CORON DAY in the CALAMIAN CROUP, northeast of FALAWAN, sank T enemy
small craft, damaged 3 cthers and fired an emmy fuel dump, On the same
right, PT's sank & barges and strafed MASBATE ISLAND, northwest of LEYTE,

A troop=filled barge was sunk by PT's off HALMAMERA on 23 February,

On the night of 23-24 Fsbruary, patrol planes from the
FHILIFFIMES sank a small cargo ship and a lugger off HONG FDNG. The
following night, JAP barracks on FESCAICAES ISLAND wers sttacked and
damaged, Patrol planes strafed enemy positlons on UILIE and MATOELAF,
and sank a lugger st TRUK.

Cr 23 Pebruary, P Libarators attacked SUSAXI airfield oo
CHICHI JIMA, and aingle Libarators sach attacked (MIRAA TOWN, on
CHICHI, srd OETMRA TOWN on HaHA JIMA.

Liberators also bombed the eirfield at LARCUS.
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The Uarines on TNO JIMA continued thelir slow advance against
stubborn JAP resistance, The enemy must be blasted fros caves and pill-
boxes which axist throughout the entire island. The defenses are construct-
od of reinforced concrete and located so as to be mutually supporting, In
a single area in the center of the island near Alrfield NHe., 2, mors than
& hundred constructed coves, 30 to 40 feat deep, eguipped with stalrways,
have been found,

On UT, SRIBACHI, 115 JAF esplacessnta have been destroyed thus
far,

2,827 dead JAPS have been counted asnd we have taken & prisoners
by noon of 25 February,

During the 2i=hour pericd from & p.m. 24 February to & p.m, 25
February, very mall gains were made on the right and laft flanks, In the
center, the Marines have advanced and csptured two=thirds of Airfield No.

2.

Gunfire support is still bedng furnished by ouwr surface units,
and pinpoint bombing and rocketing is belng carrisd out by carrier sir-
craft.

Beach conditions are steadily leproving, snd the unloading is
proceeding satisfectorily. The weather has improved and transports can
now anchor closs to the beash,

The commanding gemeral of the landing force, Kajor General
Hs Sohmidt, USMC, assumed command ashore at IWD JIMA at 9:55 a.m., on
2l February.

krmy Liberators continued to strike the ensmy on IMD JIMA.
Carrier sircraft conducted a sweep against CHICHI JIMA apd HaHA JIVA on

2l Pebruary and damaged one enemy plane and destroyed three othera.
Tharves and huildings were also attacked.

On 23 February, enemy aircraft attespted attacks but without
any reported resultas,

The SARATOOA (CV=3) reports, os the result of the muicide
attack on &1 February, that 25 of the ship's company are dead and 57
wounded, The SARATOGA shot down 3 enemy nlsnes in the attack, ralding
the total for the night of 21 Pebruary to 15 J&P planes,
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During the night of 24-25 Februnry, the enemy attempted minor infiltratiocn
into our lines. A ssall gounter-sttack was delivered in the center by tne
enexy and was repulsed at 12:30 AM.

Two heavy cruisers, ten destroyers, one sortar support unit and one Funboat
support unit furnished gunfire support during the night. One of our destroyers
provided searctlight i{lluminstion on enesy cave positions in the SURIBACHI area,
The mortar support unit wans under heavy enemy [ire but recelved no damage.

Prom 2:20 P to 10:25 P 24, Pebruary our amphibious forces were nttacked
by ten enesy aireralt in three groups. Some bombs were dropped in the transport
area. The AUBUEM (AGC 10), flagship of Rear Admiral Hi11, CTF 53, was straddled
but apparently was not gd. During the air raid the HEYWOCD L. EDWARDS
(DD 663) and the BREYANT (DD&GS) collided, resulting in extensive damage to the
EDMARDS.

fne eneay plane was shot down over CHICHI JIMA by a night fighter from the
ENTERFRISE,

At 9:30 AM 25 February our forces resumed their attack against the enemy on
INO JIMA. The main effort is being made in the center mone on the Third Marine
Division frent. Only minor gains were indicated as of 11:30 AL, ACT 28 1s still
engaged in mopping up the SURTBACHI area.

Hench conditlons are much ismproved but a strong esst wind is still hampering
operations.

To date our casulaties are reported as B34 killed in actlion and 5428 wounded
in action, The wounded include Lt. Colonel A. A. Vanderprift, Jr. Enemy counted

dead were 2827 but at least 3,000 enemy killed is estimated, Seven priscners of war
have been taken,
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On 10 January, LST-1028 was heavily damaged by snemy actlom while in
LINGAYEN CULF.

The FULLER (APA-T7) sustained two large holes in the plating en the
starboard side, above the waterline, as a result of & ccllision. No under-
wmater damsge is reported, HNo details as to the time and place of the
gollision are avallable.

The submarine H.M,5. SPARK has retwrned from patrol and reports de-
stroying, by gunfire, 1,300 tons consisting of two mmall coasters, & tug
and a barge.
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It is reported that on 25 February, aircraft from the fast carrier
force of the 5th Fleet, under command of Vice Admiral Mitscher, was attack-
| ing ensmy naval, military and air installations in the TOKYD AREA.

On 2, February, the Marines had made substantial adwvances all along
the northern front on IM0 JIMA, By 5:00 p.m., 2, Pebruary, Marine clements
ware at the center of airfisld nusher 2, and had advanced on the westemn
flank of INO ISLAND, extending our beachhead an additional 600 yards to the
northward,

On MOUNT SURIBACHI, Marines were clsaning up the remaining poasitiona.
Enemy reaistance is still fierce and is being conducted froam strongly pre-
pared smplacements. On 24 February, 2799 snemy dead had been counted.

Beach conditions are improving and the unloading of equipment and
muppliss has Increased.

FT boats sank throe barges loaded with troops and supplies northwest
of CEBU, on 22 February. Another barge wes destroyed on the beach at (ZBU.

On 22 February, Marine Corsairs attacked and probably sank an aneay
submarine and damaged ancther off CEBU CITY.

Mopping up operations against remnants of the Jap garrison on CORREGI-
DOR, are continuing, and destroyers are furnishing gunfire support in the
reduction of enemy positions.

Patrol planes from the PHILIPPINES, 22 February, sank two enesy landing
craft laden with troops, in the SAKISHIMA GUNTO, and on 21 February, a patrol
plane destroyed an enesy bomber off northern FORMDSA,

The following air strikes are reported:

i
ators attacked SUSAKI FIELD and one Liberator boshed OMIEA
TOMN, CHICHI JIMA. An additional Liberator attacked OKIMUEA TOWH, HAHA

J MR,

%MEI and Thundsrbolts attacked enemy positions in the PALAUS and
on PAGAN, in the MARIANAS.

%n attacked fusl dumps and transport equipment in the
PALATS, Venturas bosbed the air strip on PULUMAT, in the CAROLINES.
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fouled her propeller with wire, 8C-1027 snapped her starbosrd shaft but
is operational ., PC=877 dmmaged her starboard propeller but is operational,

4 preliminary check of the complement of the BISMARCE SEA (CVE-95)
shows that out of a total of 124 officers and 236 men on board, 100
officers arnd 513 men survived. The saplosion of the crash and the
subsequent fire was mugmented by the explosion of her torpedoes, Aneng

the firat operational casualties was partial damags to the fire eaina,
followed by damage to the steanlines,

The NAPA (APA=157) ( guzmary 22 February) was damaged
in collislon with the LOCAN (APA-196). The collision was caused by a
stesring casualty on the IOGAN. The LOJAN sustained damage to the
plating on both sidea of the bow, and has a nole 3-feet deep and 17-Teat
long, on both sides; in that area,

During the period 4 to 10 February, during mopplng up opera-
tions the following camualtiss were inflicted on the eneny:

Loeation Znemy Killed Enemy POW Lon Casualties
SATFAN 33 2 -

TIRIAN -] - 1 kf1)ed

Gl 3 13 1 killed
PELELTIU - 1 -

The HYDROORARMER (AG3-2) was attacked on 9 February by JaFS
on 3 rafts, while anchored in SCHONTAN HARBCR, PALAYU., The saesy carried
4 mine on one of the rafts. The HYDAOCRAPHER destroysd the mine and
naval small craft destroyed the rafts and killed the sdx JAP3,

Cur patrol planes, on 22 Febroary, destroged 2 mmall spemy
eraft of NTIIE,

Four Corasirs snd one Mitchell attacked PONAPE on 22 PFebrusary,
PAROAN was hit by Thunderbolts on 23 February,
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On IN0 JIMA stubborn enssy resistance comtinusd to alow our
advance on 23 February, OCains were made, however, in spite of enemy
opposition from caves, entrenchments and concrete pillboxes.

The scuthern tip of Alrfield Mo, 2 was captured by ROT-Z1.
Advances were made on the right flank and the ground lost previcusly was
retaken,

RCT=28 continums sopping up operations on MT, SIRIBACHI and
are using flame throwers extensively. Within the crater of the mountain
enemy pillboxes and blonkhouses are reported, At 6 p.m, on 23 February,
717 enemy dead had been counted on MT, SURIBACHI.

The snemy continued their efforts to infiltrate our lines.
A group of JAF swismers landed on the west coast of I JIMA &n the rear
of ACT-26, but owr ropping up operations elisinated all of them,

Naval gmunfire from a destroyer destroyed enemy landing craft
and #ilsnced JiF mortars on EANGOKU ROCE, located about one nile north-
west of IiD JIMA.

Cruisers ard destroyers continued to provide schedulsd and call
fire for the troops ashore,

Only larger landing ships and craft could be used on the beaches,
becauss of the f-foot breskers and the choppy sea, Beach conditions are
improving, but BLUE snd YELLOW beaches are still under snemy mortar and
sniper fire, HED and GREEN beaches now have exits for whealed and track-

od vehicles,

The stesp besches and heavy surf would not permit the use of
causeways and pontoon barges on 23 February,

ir strikes were continued throughout 23 February in suppert
of the troops and one strike against CHICHI JIMA destroyed 3 enesy
planss and damaged 3 on the gmund, Two of ocur planes were damaged.

The SUEARER (IE-1R5) was not responsible for the firing on
our planes (morning susmary 23 February), but the damage was caused by
ona of our surface unitas.

The following sustained sperational damage off the beaches:

157-390 and LST=-807 wers in collisdon and L5T=390 was extensively
damaged in the forward part of the ship, L3T-T16 lost her rasp. LIU-52
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In the LUZCN AREA on 23 February, PT boats are active, patrolling
EANILA DRY. On 21 and 22 February, SUBIC PT's moved troops from CAVITE to
PARANAJE, south of MANILA.

On the night of X-2]1 February, PT boata from MINDORO torpedosd
a JAF cargo ship pear AYOFI on scutheastern LUZDY,

FPatrel planes on 21 and 22 February destroyed a small vessel off
IKDO CHINA, sank a svall carge ship near HONOG XONG and probably sank four
barges off PORMD3A. In sddition, a destroyer was dasagsd of f INDO CHINA
and & sotor lugger demaged near CEKINAWA in the MANSET SHOTOS.

The submarine DARE (35~220) has completed a war patral in whieh
B snemy ships were sunk, 1 probably sunk and at least & damaged, (Morn=
ing sumsary 24 January).
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Two of our planss were hit by AL fire from the SUEARER (DE-184),
One was shot down and the other dasaged.

8ix additional enemy planes were shot down in the attack of
4 February.

At 2159 a.m:.; on 21 Pebruary, the RENSHAY (DD=L99) was torpedoed,
whiles parforming escort duty southeast of FREGROS ISLAND, Engine rocms
and one [irercom were flooded. She is bedng towed to LI¥TE.

The LINGAYEN Area, on the night of 20-21 February, was attscked
twice by enemy adreraft. No damage was sustained.

On 20 and 21 PFebruary, PT boats covered the occupation of BIRI
|.1 ISLAND, and ALLEN on northern SAMAR.
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At 10135 a.m., on 23 February, RCT 28, of the Fifth isphibious
Corps, captured the summit of MOUNT SURIBACHI on the scuthem tip of IND.

Elaswhere on IND JIMA, progress was alow against increasingly
hesvy snmmy resistante, Bad weather, with low visibdlity and heavy
rain and the heavy sens, limited naval gunfire suppart and adr missicns,
Might naval gunfire was smployed only te reply to snesy counter-battery
fire and to break up enemy groupings and counter-attacks. Alr spotting
for the gunfire support was limited by bad westher.

Ak lsast 2 battalions of [ield artillery are now ashore and
taking part in the attask,

Preliminary reports indisate that Airfield No. 1 will require
a lisited ssount of preparstion before haing placed in operation,

Conditisns on the beaches are improving, although only LCT's,
15M's and L3T s are capable of landing suppliss ond equipment. One
pontoon couneway is now in operation on RED besch and 11 pontocn barges
are baing employed, Beaches on the west coast of IND JIMA appear to be
unsuitable for landing until all enemy resistance in the ares has been
wiped cut and then only if weather conditions are excellent,

it & p.m. on 21 Pebruary, our casualties in the ground forces
wera 6,444, OFf these casusities, o totel of 1,002 are for ACT 25 and
the remaining 5,372 ere broken dosn as follows: Killed - bLt, wounded -
5,168 and misaing - 560,

We have taken tws prisoners and have counted 1,222 ensmy dead .,

The VELVIN 8, NAMA (DE-416) dasaged her port propeller,
putting port engine out of operation, when she hit & submerged chject,

L3:-145 was dasaged by shifting cargo in the hesvy socs,

Casuslties on the BISMARCE SCA (CVE-95) are heavy. The
known survivors are 32 officers, including the captain, and 622 men, of
which X0 are streteher cases, Casualtiss on the KEDKUE (AlN-L) are 12

killed, 31 wounded and 51 missing. LST=-477 reports 7 killed and 1
wounded, (Afterncon sumsary 21 February).

Eneny planes attempted further attocks on 22 February, but
wore unsuccesaful due to weather conditions,

= 1575 -

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FILE

UNITED STATES FLEET

HELADCHIANTEME OF THE COMUASDER W CHilF
NAVY DEFPARTMENT
WASHINGTOM 23, D, C.

L pem, 22 February 1945.

o SOUTH 4D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cent'd.)

At 5¢h5 pem., on 21 February, the casualtles to our forces on IO
MJIMA were reported s 385 killed and 4,168 wounded,

A MINDORD patrol plane sank a small enemy coastsl vessel off the coast
of FRENCH INDO-CHIMA.

Tha following additional strikes have been reported

20 February:

ssAKT airfield on CHICHI JIMA was bombed by & Liberators, OXIUIRA
TOWM, on HBHA JIMA, was attacked by one Liberator,

&1 Fabruary:

The adrfisld on MARCUS ISLARD was bombed by 3 Liberators.

18 Lightnings and 4 Liberators struck MOEN airfield on TRUK.

BABELTHUUF was attacked by 3 aivengers, 8 Corsairs and 10 Hellcats.

& Avengers bombed TAF.

- PAGAN was hit by 2 Thunderbolta,

The CHESTER (CA-27), as the result of her collision on 19 February
with the ESTES (AGC-12) (morning sumsary Z1 February) lest No, 1 shaft
and propeller from a point 3-feet outside the stern tube, There was
other minor damage to hull, No damage to the armasent, and she ls able

Y to steam at 21 knots,

The INCRAHAL (DD-65L) was demaged in collision with the BARTON

(DD-T22) on 16 February (see morning suwmary 19 February). Sustained

damage to the L0me battery and some hull damage. There was no f{lood-
ing, There was only sinor engineering damage.
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One destroyer supported the Amy advance near SAN JOSE on the
sast shore of LINCAYEN GULP,

PT's on 19 February covered our landings on CAPUL ISLAMND, at
the western entrance of SAN BERNARDIND STRAIT. LINGAYSN PT'S, in a
coordinated attack with alreraft, strafed and bombarded SOLVEC, on the
west comst of LUZON, south of VIGAN, FPT'S also silenced shore batteries
on CORREGIDOR, and CRMOC MTB's destroyed a lugger loaded with suppliss
in BOHOL STRAIT, on 19 February.

On 20 February, & search plane in the OEINANA AREA of the
NANSET SHOTO shot down 2 enemy planes snd sank & small A, L sea trucks
and damaged one other. On Il February, patrol planes sank one mmall
fredghter and dsmaged i others east of FORMOSA.

The SARATOGA (CV=3) wes hit by 3 sulcide planss, 2 on the
starboard side smidships and aft and one on the forecastle, Thare
in & §-foot hole at the waterline, and all planes on the bow were
burned. The ship has a S-degree list to starboard, snd there were
saall fires in the hangar and in one firercom. The situstion is
under comtrol and there is no report on casualtisas,

The LUNGA POINT (CVE-94L) was sttacked by 2 ergsh—divers. One
was shot down at 6ihb p.m.; 21 Pebruary, and the other, although hit
by gunfire amd burning, crashsd the ship on the after-end of the island,
skidding across the deck and expleding in the water, The damage ia
balng repaired and the ship will be ready for flight operation &t 6 a.m.,
22 Pabruary, One officer and 9 men were injured. There are no dead or

mieaing.
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Enexy resistance on INO JIVA became increasingly heavy during
71 February, The Marines were forced to advance over minefielda cover-
od by enesy artillery and mortar fire, snd, in additien, booby trope and
terracotta mines were beling found,

By 3 p.=, on Z1 February, RCT 28 had reached the base of LOUNT
SURIDACHT and were using flame throwers against JAF defensive positicns.
Troops from the FLftN Engineer Battalion were supporting ACT 28 in demoli-
tion oparations against the enmy. Four of our tanks, operating with RCT
28, have besn knocked out of action by snemy mines,

Thare have besn minor advances but no substantial change in our
lines from the previcus report. In the area south of Alrfield No. 2, the
enesy was putting up & very stubborn defense.

Estimates now imdicate that there were at least 20,000 soshatant
Japs on T JIUA at the time of our asssult, and the Third Morine Division
is being landed to support our attack, ROT 21 of the Heserve completed
landing at & p.ms on 21 Februsry,

Battle ships and cruissrs furnished deep, aa well as close
support, bosbardment.

Nearly all the beaches are congested and strencous efforts are
being made to clear the beaches of wreckage. Although the surf i= not
heavy, the soft wolcanie soil and the atsep bensh slope doss not parmit
the passage of any type of whealed vehlcle, until mich tise as mat roads
have been complsted. Troops are being supplied inland by LUT's, and at
present only L3T's, Lai's, 1CT's ard I¥T's are able to unload over the
beach. At the time of the repcrf, transports wers only 30% unloaded,

%o further inforzation on our casuslties is available, snd, at
& psme on 21 Februery, the enesy dead wes sstisated at B52. One priscner had
bean taken.

The MiPA (APA=157) was demaged, and, although temporary repairs
have besn completed, will require docking, 5 men af the ship's company
are missing, LSk-43 was damaged dus to the rough sea while unloading
transports,

In the MANILA BAY AREA, mineswesping was done only in the area
sast of 5T, NICHOLAS SHOAL, snd the area from the shoal to LANTLA HARROR

will be swept in a few days. 2 D0'a {1 umuniated CORREGIDOR on the night
of 19=20 February with star shells.
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On 21 Fabruary betwsen 5:30 and 8:00 p.m. the Carrier Support Group
(70 52.2) was under air sttack off IWO JIMA. The BISMARCK SEA (CVE-95)
was hit at 6:50 p.2. by & sulcide diver on the after part of the ship.
The BISUARCY ZEA burned furiocusly and thers were many explosions. The
CVE turmed over and ls believed to have sunk,

During the sase attack the SAFATOGA (CV-3) was hit by four sulcide
planes at about 5:45 p.s. The damage is under control and the SARATUGA
was last reported procesding at 23 kmots in a scutherly direction leaving
tne INO JIMA Area, Another CVE, the LUNGA POINT (CVE-%4), was also
erashed by & suiclder, The damage caused by the attack is under control.
The KECEUE (AXN=-4) and LST-477 were both damaged by suicide divera, The
BAGINAK BAY (CVE=-£2) wan also attacked but the results are not available.

Snips of the Task Group shot down four Mip planeas

On IW0 JIMA the Marines are continuing to advance against strong
resistance and have begun the asssult on SURTHACHI MOUNTAIN, tie enemy
stronghold on the scuthern tip of the island,

The enemy has attespted to infiltrate the Marine positions and it is
reported that at 11:15 p.m. on 19 February the Japs attespted to land
pehind our lines on the west coast of the island by means of a landing
barges The attempt was repuloed.

fn 17 February the east coast of NEGROS ISLAND was bombarded in
support of puerrilla activities.

LCT(G)}=340 was damaged by enesy gunfire on 16 February in the
MANILA BAY hrea.
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A number of LVT's, tanks and landing craft were destroyed or broached
during the landings on 1% February,

At 6100 a.m., 19 February, the CHESTER (CA-27) and the ESTES (AGC-12),
ware in collimion, The ESTES' damage was repaired and the ahip ia cpera-
tional, but the CHESTER sustained heavy damage to the starboard propellor
and was sent to SAIFPAN for repairs,

As & remilt of the bombing of the ELESSMAN (APD-48) (morning sumsary
19 February), 18 are dead, 6 wounded and 8 missing in the ship's company,
and in UDT-15, which was embarked on her, 17 are dead and 22 wounded.

La"s, A1 and 323 received severs damage as a result of enemy gunfire,

In the bombardment, prior to the landing, it is now reported that 10
of 12 LCI{G's) (morning sumary 18 Pebruary), supporting UDT activities were
damaged by -um « Those severely damaged are LCI(G's)- 438, L4,
L43, 450, L57, L&b, 469, and LTL.

To date, three of our planes have been reported leoat and one damaged.
The sweeping of MANILA BAY continued through 19 February and the chan-

nel north of CORREGIDOR had not been completely swept at that time. A total
of 383 mines had been swept by 20 February. FPT's, destroyers and carriers

are supporting the sweeping operations.

On 18 and 19 Februsry, PT's, while searching for enemy "0" boats in
the vicinity of CORREGIDCR, destroyed several barges.

MIMDOED PTVa, during the seme perdied, pum:q:m-m-fruum

ISLAND and bombarded the enemy on northern NEGROS ISLAND,
Fatrol planes rocketed and strafed Jap supply dumps at BANAGD, on
HNEGROS ISLAND,

Patrol planes from LETTE sank a small freighter and three sea trucks
in the NANSEI SHOTOS.
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More complete roeports are now available from Commander Tanak Force
51. By L1100 pem.,; 19 February, four regimental combat teams and two
tank battalions had been landed, and by &:00 p.s., four artillery bat-
talicns and two battalions of R.C,T. 26, were ashore. The early land-
ing waves encountered light oppositicn, but heavy fire from artillery
and mortars soon developed on the beaches, particularly HLUE snd YELLOW,
which form our right flank.

The 5th Marine Division crossed the island at the southern end and
captured the south portien of No. 1 airfield. Opposition was light and
lcasea moderate. The Lth Marine Division on the right of the 5th, ad-
vancing acrosa open terrain toward the airfield, mst severs cppositiom
and mistained heavy casualties. The beach party, at YELLOW beach No. 2,
suffered 50 casualtios.

At about 2:30 a.m., 20 February, approximately 1,000 Japa counter-
attacked thea 5th Marine Division positions on airfield No. 1. The attack
wan broken up at 3:45 a.m., by R.C.T. 27. During the night, two crulsers
and 11 destroyers delivered bombardment and illumination [ire.

At 8:45 a.m., 20 February, after a heawy bombardment by surface and
sir forcea, the Marines began thelr attack against enemy popitions, At
noon, ouwr forces held the major portion of airfield Ne. 1, and about one-
third of the scuthern end of the island. The enemy still held SURTHACHT
voloano and owr forces had beach frontage of about 4,500 yards on the east
coast and 3,000 yards on the west coast.

Despites poor beach conditions, particularly on beaches TELLOW and
ELUE, which had to bo clossd because of gunfire and soft sand, the supply
situation ashore is improving.

Very little enemy airoraft sctivity was encountered. Several groups
of two to four planes approached the island but retired when confronted

by our night fighters.

EF8 %SRS BREFEREBEREERESEERD

It is reported that by "H" hour, 19 February, the majority of heawvy
antisireraft batteries and coast defense guns had been destroyed by the
bombardsent .

1230 wounded had been removed to hospital LSTta by 5:30 pum., 19
February.
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At 8100 p.m., on 20 February, the followlng was the situation
on IW0 JIUAs

UNITED STATES FLEET

HE OF THE o N CHIEE
i

HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON £3, D, €.

& pems 20 February 1945,

Late on 19 February, the Marines had driven across the lsland
to the western beaches; lsolating the enemy forces ssplaced on the
SIRTRACHI VOLCAMO at the southern tip of IN0 JIMA. Only moderate
realstance was sncountered in the southern portion of the beachhead,
and sbout 1,000 yarda of the west beach 1s now occupled by our forces,

L The unloading of supplies mnd squipment was begun over the southern
peanhen,

YELLOW and EIIE beachesy-located at whe northern end of our
baachhead, receiwved heavy mortar and ertillery fire. Despite resistance,
the beachhead had been pushed inland sbout 250 yards, Heaviest resis-
teance was being met on the eastern slopes of H_ui 1 adrfield and our

casualtios were most rusercus in this ares, 7" L

Ensmy strong points were still under bombardment from our
surface forces end alreraft, and enemy positions were strafed and rocket-
ed throughout the day.

On 14 February, while supporting the CORREGIDOR landings, LCI(G)-=
338 and 341 were both damaged by hits [rom enmy shore batteries. The
dezags to LCI{G)=338 was substantial,

LCT=115) was sbandoned on 26 January about 150 miles north of
KEW GUINEA ard subsequent searches have falled to locate her, The IOT
is presumed to be sunk. Her loss was not dus to enemy action.

In the morning summary of 20 February, the reported bombing
of SUSAKT airfisld, on southern SHIKOKU, is in error. The SUSAKT air-
field, which was attecked by Liberators, is located on CHICHI JIMA, in
the BONINS.

k -1568~
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it 3230 a.m,, 16 February, LOI(G)-340 was damaged hy enmmy
shellfire during the bonbardmsnt of L0 JIMA,

The Novy tanker PATUXENT (A0-44) was dasaged by an internal
exploaion when gas fures in the boatswains'! storercom wers ignited by
a spark from an smmunition holist motor, The damage in the foreward
part of the ship was extenaive. The FATUKENT has returned to SAIPAN,
One man was killed and [ slightly injured.

The PENSACOLA (Cha=24) was hit by & shells and one near-aias,
Two of the hits were with B-inch end the others & snd 3.5 inch. The
PENSACOLA was hit ct about 9:36 a.m., 17 February, There is no further
report on personnel casunlties,

The subsarine BOMAFISH (55-327) has returned {rom patrol in
the WZISTERN PACIFIC, The BOARFIS sank one large AX (6,500 tons) and
shared the destruction of another with the lith Alrforce, Total credit-
ed tonnage = 9,800 tons,

The BESUGY (55-321) has returned from the third war patrol,
having sunk one tanker (10,000 tons) and one DD (1,000 tons) for a

total tonnege of 11,000 tons(afterncon susmaries 10 January snd 5 February
1945} In addition, one medium tanker was damaged (5,000 tons.
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In a report relesased at £:30 p.m., 19 February, the landingas
on IND JIMA were procesding satisfactorily, and the 5th Amphibious Corps
had & beachhead on the southeast shore axtending from the soubhern tip
4,500 yards northward.

Cperations in the WANILA BAY AREA are continuing, and the
channal south of CORREGIDOR was completely swept by 18 Pebruary, On
19 February, the minssweepars enlarged the swept area, The eastern
shore of BATAAN has been ocoupled by our troops.

LUZON PT's sank 3 Jap bharges off the aast coast of BATAAN.

Patrel planes, on 17 February, attacked a medium freighter
of f the IMDO-CHINA COAST. It was beached and buming when last sight-
ed, A barge-load of emsmy troops was destroyed off the west coast of
BORKEC.

On 19 February, our search planes destroyed a small frelghter
(300-700 tons) off the CHINA QDAST, near CANTCN, and strafed 4 enemy
coastal craft off the west coast of FORMOSA.

Tha following strikes are reported:

19 February:

14 Liberators beshed INO JIMA with unobserved results, 30
other Iibarstors did not bemb targets dus to instructions from surface
coptrol and due to late arrival over the target.

9 Liberastors bombed SUSAKI airfield on southern SHIKDEU on
the night of 1§=19 February. HNearly half of the bombs were delzysd
action.

TAP was hit by & Avengera,

MRAKARESAN and KOROR, in the PALAUS, wers attacked by & Helloats
and 3 Avengera.

4 landing will be made on ANATAHAN in the CENTRAL MARIANAS on
) February by an Infantry Platoon to imvestigate the wreckage of a B-2%
sighted on the island,
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0o the night of 1l6=17 February, FT's from QRIOC destroyed a

barge off the east coast of CE®, and MINDORO PT's landsd scouts on LUBANG

ISLAND, northwent of MINDORO.
The following air strikes are reported:

17 February:

42 Liberators bombed IWD JIMA with a majority of the bomba
landing in the target. WARCUS ISLAND was hit by 3 Liberators,

3 Liberators hit TRUE,
BABELTHUAF was strafed by 4 Cordairs.

18 February:

6 Helleats, 3 Avengers mnd 16 Corsairs attacked BABELTHUA
.‘Enbth- FALAUS, hitting at the lighthouse, bturning & houses and destroying
Argas,

B Corsairs demaged the pler at TOMIL HAREOR, YAP.

At CHICHI JTMA, 7 small boats and 1% small ships and barges
were damaged,
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Northwest of TOKYD, the Ota nlreraft plant was hit by one
carrier strike. Musashino-Tama and Tachikawa engine plants were also
affestively hit by our carrler plmmes.

At YORDHAMA, one Jap carrier [CVL or CVE) was set on fire and
was last seen down at the bow and over on its aslde, apparently resting on
the bottom,

At TOXYD, nine ccastal vessels were sunk as well as ope destroy-
ar, two destroyer escorts and one carge ship, 22 coastal vesseal are reported

as damaged,

Many picket boats were destroyed by aireraft and destromras
of the task force, including ome which was rammed by the WALDRON (DD-669),
causing minor damage to the bow of the WALDRON.

None of our surface ships were attacked by the enemy, MNo
damage was sustained by our surface force dus to enemy action because of the
air patrol and picket line stationed batween Task Forece 52 and TOKYOD,

The BARTON (DD=772) and the INCRAHAM ([D-6%4) were damaged as
the result of a collision, The DORTOH (DD=670) also received slight damage
from causes not reported.

Increasingly poor weather resulted in a decision to retire on
the 17th instead of comtinuing the strikes on 18 February.

Qur losses are 49 planes, 40 pilots and & cremmen in combat,
and 21 planes, 5 pilots and L cremsen operationally,

Froz 7 a:2, to 6:30 p.m., 128 February, heavy bosbardsent of
IE0 JIMA was continued at ranges froam 1,800 to 3,000 yards in preparation
for the sephiblous landings reported above, The supporting aircraft also
contirued heavy attacks on the target; encountering only light but intense
AA fire, which damaged a rumber of planes but only one seriously, Thare
ware no parsonnel lossas,

Commander Task Force T7 reports on 18 February that the opening
of the entrance to MANILA BAY continues satisfactorily and that additional
troops wers landed 17 February on CORREGIDOR with little opposition.

On 17 February, the HIDATSA (ATF=102) was damaged by o mine

ard was towsd to SUBIC BAY. CARABAD ISLAND was bombarded by the TAYLOR
(OD=468) without my return fire,

=156d=
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On the sorning of 19 February, the 4TH and 5TH Karine Divisions
of the 5TH imphibious Corps landed as scheduled on the eastern beaches of
I JIMA in the VOLCAND ISLANDS. 9 a.zm. of 19 February was the hour scheduled
for landing.

By 10:20 a.m.; 8 Maripe battallons, with thelr supporting tanks
had besn landed, At first there was little opposition, althoupgh 1ST's and
|, landing craft ware subjedted to scme artillery and mortar fire. Later, all
\ basches wers undsr fire and especially the two northern besches, ELUE and
YELLOW .

By 10330 a,m., some units of the 27T Marines had reached the
southern esdge of the adrfiald,

Personnel casualties are not heavy and the situatlen is reported
as favorable. At the time of ths report, 11:50 a.u., on 19 February, the
Angimental Hesarves wers being landed.

L8l Th and LW 212 wers hit by enemy fire and damaged. The
GABLE (M=15) and the BIESSMAN (APD=42) were hit by bomba and sustained heavy
casualtiesn. They will be towsd to SAPAN.

Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC, is in command of the 5TH

= Amphiblous Corps.

The first report of the strike against TOKTO by our fast carrier
force, under the command of Viee Adam, Mitscher, has been received,

¥l Task Force 58 spprosched the target without detection, and TOKID
f I|L received no alerta until our planes were near the target,

Weather donditions on both 16 and 17 February were bad, with
low clouds and squalls over cur carrisr force and with mseh of the target
closed in,

As the remlt of a two-day strike, 332 enemy planes were shot
down and 177 planes destroyed on the ground,

At least 150 planes wers dsmaged and probably destroyed on the
ground .

Shops, hangars, ete,, were destroyed at meny of the TOKYD air-
fields and air installations.
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On 17 February, the MANILE BAY operaticns were reported as proceeding
satisfactorily. On CORREGIDOR, at 3:15 p.m., 16 Pebruary, Colonel Jones of
! 503 Paratroop Regiment assused comsmand ashore. Heavy enesy reaistance
devaloping on CORAEDIDOR, both on the north coast and on the west flank
of our beachhead., MALINTA HILL was captured on the afternoon of 16 February.
Haval gunfire is still being employed agninst enemy streng points in support
of the troops.

PT boats rescued 70 survivors of the LC3' which were sunk on the night
of 1515 Pabruary.

It is reported that an enemy submarine was probably sunk west of PANAT
QKm 16 February by the HAAS (DE-424).

Patrol planes on 16 and 17 Pebruary bombed and strafed an enemy freighter
off the west coast of FORMOSA, and bosbed a factory at KARENKD, on the east
coast of FORMOSA. Two small freighters and a lugger were damaged and one
 coastal freighter sunk off the east coast of FORMOSA. An enemy radio station
‘on the northeast coast of FORMI3A was strafed,

The following air strikes are reported:

imﬁ uﬂtwu bambed an airfisld on CHICHI JIMA, and five Liberators
struck Airfield No. 2 on ITD JIMA.

14 Fe
e El‘h[ﬁ?wum-mtmwmﬂnldmmcus ISLAND. Four Cor—
sairs hit BARELTHUAP.

F

ve snemy alreraft at CHICHI JIMA were damaged on the ground and 18
small craft strafed, three of which burned, and & barge lead of ammmnition
was deatroyed by our aircraft. On HAHA JIMA; one medium and 15 small craft
wore strafed. & Helleats and & Carsairs sttacked the enemy in the PALAUS,
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Bo reports have been received in conmection with the bombing of TOKYD
on 16 and 17 February by the fast carrier foree of the 5th Fleet under com-
mand of Viee Adairal Witscher,

but apparently a majority of the enemy installations are still in operation.

The aireraft supporting the tombardment, hit & tank park area and many
other targets., The Liberator strikes are reported as excellent. Enemy anti-
aircraft fire was intense and as the strikes progresaed, increased in mocuracy.
Ho Liberators wore shet down.

The Underwater Demolitien Group, Task Group 52.4, under Captain Hanlon,
reports that no undorwmter obatacles were located and no demolition was re-
quired on either the east or wost baaches. Only one swimmer is aissing from
the underwater desclition Leasms,

LCI{G'a) of the Gunboat Support Group (Task Group 52.5), under the com-
mand of Captain Aylward, gave closs suppert to the underwater demolition teams
on the east beachws and roceived very heavy fire frem enemy positions when
about 1,000 yards off shore. Of the 12 LCI(G's) engaged, B are known to have
baan hit mdmn;mlth-rrmumdthumjlm,nmm, one
misaing and 11 shock cases, Casunlties from the five remaining gunboats have
not been reported. LOI-(G'a) were not used om the west beaches of IWD JIMA,
LCI{G)=47h was ordered mumk after it had capaized. All personnel were removed.

TUS's of the Mine Group (Task Group 52.3), under Rear Admiral Sharp, pre-
ceded underwater demolition teams te their respective beaches,

The destroyer LEUTZE (DD-48l) was hit by enemy mortar fire. The Captain
was serioualy wounded. Hﬂm-ﬂm,mﬂm;m'wim. The
ship is fully able to contimue operations.

The FENSACOLA (CA=-24), was hit by enemy gunfire and one after S'-inch gun,
one catapult, the C.I.C. and centrol aft are out of commission, Thers were
many casunltles. The Executive Officer is desd and the First Lisutenant woundad,

During the support of the demoliticn tesms, destroyers shot down two anesy
airoraft,
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The LAVALLETTE (DD-Li48) (mo summary 16 February) is now
8t SUBIC BAY alongeide the GRIFFIN (A5-13) for preliminary repairs,
The LAVALLETTE hit a mine forward on the portside and the forward [ire
room is flooded and wrecked. Heavy [loading cccurred in ths forward
part of the ship, and it is now down 8 feet by the head. Two men were
killed, four misaing and 19 wounded.

The HOPEWELL (0D-681) (moming summary 16 February] recedved
4 hits from shore batteries off COREEGIDOR and sustained substsntial
domage. & men and 1 officer are dead and 8 wounded. The ship is still
abls to proceed at IO knota.

On 15 Pebruary, at about 10340 p.m., the HALFORD (DD-480)
rmmed the serchant ship MaRY 5, STEPHENSON while she was at anchor
at SAIFAN. The HELFORD sustained extenaive damage in the forward
compartments and will reguire dry-docking,

On 16 February, off CAPE SaN JACQUES, a Liberstor attacked and
sank one enemy ship (5,500 to 8,500 tona).

Cur patrol planes probably destroyed a medium frelighter 150
miles northeast of CAMRANH BAY and sank 2 barges northwest of BORNED,

Three Fenmmy freighters (70 to 150 tons) were strafed while
at ancher im MUKD JIMA, in the nerthern BONINS, COne eneny ship was
badly damaged.

On 16 February, enesy installations in the PALAUS were hit
by 10 Hellcats and 12 Corsairs. A resarvolr was hit, a house burned
and a boat sunk,

On the sams date, 5 Avengers bombed CACTL TOMIL ISLAND, in
the TAF GAOUF.

The submarine HARDHEAD (33-365) reports the sinking of one
snemy tanker (2,500 tons) as the result of ber third war patrol.

=1 56
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On 16 Pebruary, it was reported that our fast carrier force,
under the command of Viece Admiral Witscher, was continuing to attack
tha TOKYD AREA. Mo reports of the damage inflicted hawe beon recelved
to date,

A pralisinary report of the combined surface and air assault
on IND JIMA indlcates that substantial demage was inflicted on the
enemy end that enemy shore battery fire against our surface force
was quickly silenced. Both the light and heavy AL fire froa IND JIMA
waas not effective, Omne enmy gasoline barge was sunk by gunfire and two
luggers (500 tona) were destroyed by aireraft. (ne sneay Mghtor was
shot down and three snemy bombers destroyed on the ground,

The coordinated air attack by irmy Liberators was curtailsd
dus to weather conditions. One of owr fighters was shot down, cne plane
lost operationally ard one fighter is missing dus to the thick weather,
Cnly one pilot is misaing.

On 16 February, at Be30 a.n., elements of the 503 Parachute
Battalion dropped on CORREGIDR and were followsd ashore at 10:28 a.m.
by the 3AD Battalion of ROT 4. There was no snamy opposition in the
vicinity of the landing beaches, Cur landings for the re-cccupation
of CORREGIDMH are proceseding as scheduled.

At 2¢00 p.ms on 15 February, Brigodier General Chase assumed
command at MARIVELES BAY.

Mineswesping of the area continues, and a totgl of 272 Mip
mines have bean =wept,

L3¢ 1469 hit a mine in the srea on 15 Pebruary and was burned
and beached,

Enemy sulcide craft destroyed three IC3 during the night of
1516 Pebruary in MARIVELES BAY, Anotier LC3 was beached as a result
of the attack.

PT boats in SUBIC BAY on 14 to 15 February, destroyed ons MHip
sulcide boat, Two other suicide craft escaped. 3Saveral barges werse
sunk by the FT's.

LEYTE PT's, on 14 February, operating with Corsairs, attacked

enany positions snd smaell craft on northwestern SAUAR and attacked CAFUL
ISLAND in SAN EERNARDING STRAIT.
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Cn 15 February, 31 Corsairs, 3 Helloats and 2 Avengers altacked

EABEI.!I'J-J‘I.I.IP in the PALAUS, causing large explosions and fires and sinking
mi-i

(n the same date, 8 Corsairs bombed PEKEL ISLAND, east of
TAP ISLAND, and TOMIL HAREOR, on GAGIL TOMIL TSLAND, in the YAP GROUP.
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%ﬂ ¥ a.m. 16 Februery 1945,
& SOUTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

A carrler task force (Task Force 58) on 16 February, under
comuand of Vice Admiral Mitscher, is attacking J&F air bases, cilitary
installations and enemy aireraft in the TOKYD AHEA.

On 16 February, a surface task force (Task Force 54) under
Aear jimiral Rodgers, commenced the bombardment of the enemy base at
W0 JIMA. Land-based aircraft wers, at the same time, attscking VO
JIMA and other snemy bases in the BONINS.

The asssult againet COREEGIDOR and MARIVELES on BATAAN
continuen. Commander Task Force 77 reports that the boshardment on
1 February did not silence all the JAP gun positions., Gunfire from
enamy shore batteries delayed the minesweeping of the entrance to
MANTLA BAY, However, the sweeping continues and about 115 enemy mines
have besn swept at the time of the report, MiS-48 was severely damaged
and get afire by enemy gunfire and was later sunk by our own forces, 3
men are sissing and L wounded,

In addition to damage to the FLETCHER (DD-ik5), (=orning
summary 15 February), the RADFORD (DD-446) and the LAVALIETTE (D0-448) hit mines
and have returned to SUBIC BAY under their own power, The HOPEWELL
(D-681) sustained some damage when she was hit twice by enemy shellfire,
3 mon are missing and 3 are wounded,

At 10:00 a.m,; on 15 February, the firat troops landed at
UARIVELES HARECR on BATAAN against very light opposition, The troops
ashore are now advancing inland, Bad conditions on the beach delayed
the unloading.

PT boats from MINDORO and LINGAYEN are landing scouts on
BATAAN in order that guerillas may ba contacted.

Patrols have investigated CASIGURAN SOUND and BALER BAY in
the northern part of TABAYAS FROVINCE, on the east coast of LUZON, and
report no enamy at BALER BAY and beliewe the JAP forcen in the CASIGIRAN
AREA do not total more than 100,

Cn L and 15 February, patrol planes from LEYTE again coversd
wide arens and dmmaged a lighthouse on western FORMOSA by bombing and
strafing, On TONANUNI JIMA, in western SAKTSHIMA GUNTO, a radar tower
wan bosbed and stroafed, In the SAKISHTMA GUNTO CGROUF, 10 small coastal
fredghter (70=150 tons) wers attacked, ome was sunk, cne left burning
and dead in the water, and the remainder were demaged., On MIYAID SHIMA
in the SAKISHIMA GUNTO GROUP, a radar station was bombed and strafed.
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A HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN I8, D. C.

9 a.n. 15 February 1945,

& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

Cperations st the entrances to MANILA BAY are continuing ascord-
ing to plan. Our forces which commenced preliminary bombardment on the
] morning of 13 February, received no return fire until 9ei5 a.m., L
L February, at which time shore batteries on CORREGIDOR, CABALLD, CARABAD
and CALUNGPANG POINT opaned fire on the mineswespsra. The bosbardsent
group immedi ately concentrated heavy fire on the emmy batteries.

During the bombardment of MARIVELES, the USS FIETCHER (DD=LL5)
was hit starboard side forward by a six-inch projectils frem shore batteries
on CORRECIDOR. The shell started fires in the forward magazines. Report
of casualties has not been recelved.

Our mineswespera thus far have swept 7 Japaness snd 22 of our
own mines,

The following air strikes have besn reported:

12 February:

4 Liberators bombed SUSAKT adrfield at CHICHI JIMA during the
alght.

i3 February:

g 13 Libaratora dropped 23 tons on radar installations and AA
T—defenses at IWD) JDMA. 12 more Liberators bombed air installations on
the ialand.

10 Liberators bombed building areas at OEIMURA TOWN, HAHA JIMA.
5 [iberators bombed airfield installations at IWD JIMA that night.

L Pobruary:

2 buildings were destroyed and a causeway hit at YAP by 8
Corsairs.

i Corsairs set barges afire off BABELTHUAP and that night 9
Helleats harasssd positions in the CENTRAL PALAUS.

Cosmander Submarines PACIFIC reports that during the last 5
d.mrmmm-uwmminmrrmc.jwm
BATFISH (55-310) and the fourth by the ARCHER FISH (3s-311).
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HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 23, D, C.

9 B.ms 1L February 1945

& SOUTH MND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cent'd.)
13 February:

Search planes from LEYTE shot down two enemy planes south of
the PESCAICHES TSLANDS, sank one [ishing boat, strafed s radic station,
& converted yacht and 3 amall cargo ships in the SAXISHIMA GUNTO.

The U353 ELOWER (55-325) reports that at 1:00 pums, 13 February,
she attacked and probably desmaged one enemy battleship and one crulser
southwest of the FARACEL ISLANDS. The enemy force has been reported to
conslst of two Ise-clams battleships, one Tone-class heavy crulser, and

three destroyers,
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HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 29, D, . -
ﬂ;ﬁﬂ 9 8um. 14 Februsry 1945.

& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

At 11415 @.m., 12 February, the bombardment group of cruisers
] and destroyers, commanded by Rear Admiral Berkey, delivered a preliminary
\ bombardment against objsctivea at the entrances of HANTLA BAY. No return
fire was received, and the cperation is reported proceeding sccording to
plan.

PT operationa are reported as follows:

On the night of 10 February, MOROTAI FT's captured ons heavily
armored barge, sank a second and probably sank a third.

LINGAYEN PT's, operating off S& FERNANDD, destroyed 5 bargea,
& suicide boats, one ses truck, and strafed shore targeta.

CAMOC PT'a destroyed several small craft.
The following air operations have been reported:

5 Liberators received minor dazage cn 10 February and L
Liberators on 11 February on strike missions against TWD JIMA.

11 Februery:

10 Liberstors bombed TWQ airfield No. 2 and AA defenses on
a night strike., A searchlight was destroyed and [ires were atarted.,
One of & Marine Mitchells, on & night search in the BONINS, failed to
returm.

12 February:

19 Liberators struck INQ JIMA sirfield Mo, 2, gir installa-
ticns and AA defenses. Thare was no antiaireraft fire or fighter inmter-
3 caption,
£ Liberators bombed naval instellations snd housing areas at
CHICHI JIMA. One Liberator dropped bosbs on MET JIMA, southeast of HAHA
JTMA, Libarators dropped 17} tons of bambs en alr installaticns st IWD
JIMA that night,

Pulldings on DABELTHUAF were hit by £ Corsalrs, and that night
10 Helleats continued operations against the lsland,

& Corsairs and 5 Avengers bosbed dock and shore installations
at TAP,
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MEADGUANTERNS 0F THI COMMANDEN 1M CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
' WASHINGTON 13, D. C.

9 a.m. 13 February 1945
& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On 12 February, the LST-5T7 was torpedoed about 100 miles west
of PALA! and was subsequently sunk by one of our destroyers. Preliminary
1 reporta indicate the casunlties were 68 MNavy and 102 Army personnel miss-
ing.

Again there have been no enemy alr attacks on owr naval forcea
during the last 24 houras,

The following alr strikes have bean reported for 11 February:

Nayy search planes bombed TRUE while Marine [ighters destroyed
one barge and set § others afire off BARELTHUAP, & trucks were also
destroyed on BABELTHUAF. Marine aireraft also tombed installations on

YAP in the CARCLINES and ROTA in the MARTANAS, Army bombers attacked
airfields and cthar targets at INC JIMA and also raided MARCUS ISLAND.

=1553=

Regraded Unclassified




UNITED STATES FLEET
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MAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 13, D, C.

L ps2. 12 February 194L5.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cor'd.)
The following strikes have been reported for 10 February:

10 Idberators dropped 10 tons of bambs on buildings in ONIMUERA
TOWN at HAHA JIMA. one Liberator was lost and two othere damaged by
intense Ak fire. A PHI rescusd one survivor from the downed plansj 10
crewnen are still misalng,

& Lightnings accompanied a photo plane to 1D JIMA and destroy-
ed § pireraft, damaged one alreraft and strafed & destroyer.

20 Liberators end 10 Lightnings attacked TWQ JIMA and destroyed
2 more planes, One of cur fighters failed to retum.

& Yarins Mitchalls attacked shipping in the BONIRS and KAZANS
that might, A medius tanker west of KITA I0 SHIMA (XAZANS) was attacked
and two or thres oxplosions wers cbasrved. Another Uitchell attacked a
cargo transport west of HANA JIMA and chbaerved 8 axplosions. The planes
encountersd intense AA fire and were intercepted by enemy night fighters.
lo damage was recelved.
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¥ a.m. L2 Pebruary 1945

& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd.)

The following adr strikes are reported in the CENTRAL PACIFIC:

10 Pebruary;

Marine Mitchells attacked a medium-sized tanker and a large
freighter with rockets north of IW0 JIMA, Hits were mads on both shipas
and explosions were cbasrved. The Witchells were intercepted by snesmy
night fighters snd encountered very heavy mnti-aireraft fire.

In the BONINS, HAHA JIMA was bombed by Liberators, Aguin
intenss AL fire was sncountered and the results of the bombing were not
observed. One Liberator was shot down,

Marine fighters attacked BABELTHUAF in the PALAUS, and strafed
ROTA in the MARIANAS.

1551~

Regraded Unclassified




COMINGH FILE
UNITED STATES FLEET

EADGUARTERE SF THE COMWANDER (W CHIER
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9 8.2, 11 February 1945.
ANT PACIFIC (Cont'd

Prhoaumthuuight.u:?hhnmuukmmhrpud dasmged
another at the entronce to MANTIA BAY, On 9 February, PT's froo LINGATEN,
in cocperstion with alreraft, sank 11 barges, seven sulcide boats, one
motor boat and one logger, as well as starting oil fires in the SAN FERNANDO
ares of westermn LUZON.

The following are air strikes in the CENTHAL PACIFIC:

i hﬁl an BAHELTHUAF was destroyed by 2 Corsairs.

8 Fel
and FALAD wore attacked by Corsairs and Helleats. Corsairs de—
stroyed a bridge on GAGIL TOMIL, on YAP,

ﬁ%ﬁu hit during the day by 22 Liberators, striking at qmun
installations, radio and radar stations and bivouse areas., On the night
of 9 February, 10 mcre Liberators bombed Airfield No. 2 and the AA defenses
of the airfield.

0
ﬁ&ﬁamm?wmmmmmwmm
JOdk. One enemy destroyer was strafed. One of our planes was lost.
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9 n.m. 10 February 1945.
SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

Thare is still no report of sny enmmy aireraft activity against
naval forces in the PHILIFPINES Area,

F On 9 February, PT boats from MINDORD landed scouts near FUERTD
' FRIMCESSA on the east central coast of PALAWAN, in the PHILIFFINES. PT's
also suscessfully evacusted L1 natives from POELI BAY on eastern HALLAMERA,

i Hightcata operated from LINGAYEN during the night of 8-9
February. One patrol plane dropped incendlaries on GARAN HI radlo statlon
on the southern tip of FORMOSA.

The following are aircraft strikes in the CENTRAL PACIFIC:
B February:

Liberators dropped bombs on DD JIMA, striking at di spersal
areas, airfield MNo. 2 and gun poaitions,

One ensmy fighter was destroyed
and one Libarstor lost when the Jap plane rammed the Liberator.

Two barges were sunk on BABELTHUAP when attacked by L Corsairs.

Uarine Corsairs destroyed a bridge on YAP.

Enemy installations on ROTA in the MARTANAS wers atrafed and
hombed by Marine Helloats and Corsalra.

§ Fabruary:

12 Corsalra and 8 Helleats dmaged warshouses snd bulldings
on BABELTHUAF.

On TAF n pler was hit snd & house set on fire by Corsalrs,

Tive—oubmardne BONGUIL (85=394F reports the sinking of a Jap
tanker off PORT MITHUR,
fubimt L2

The SPADEFISH (38=-411) sank sn AK in the sase area.

"
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HEADGUANTERS OF THE DO ANDER 5 CHIDP
NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN 3, D, C.

9 a.z, ¥ February 1945
SOUTH 4D CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cont'd.)

The movement of suppliss and reinforcements in the LUZON, LEYTE
MINOORD AREAS contimued on E February. There was still no air sttacks
by the enemy on naval shipping during the preceding 24 hours,

On the night of i February, PT boats from LEYTE bombarded
nemy positions on morthern CEBU with rockets, and MOROTAI PT'as attack-
sd an enmmy coastal hidecut,

On the night of 5 February, PT's, opersting at the entrance
to MANTIA BAY, probably sank one of two memy craft. MINIORD based
PT's pank one troop—carrying barge and destroyed one other on the
beach in VERDE ISLAND FASSAOZ, north of WINDCRO, and CRMOC PT's, off
CERy, sank & lugger transporting troopa.

A night patrol plane on & February sank a large JAP sea bruck
in the NAN3SEI SHOTOS. Patrol planes continued to search over wide areas
from the PHILIPPINES,

The follewing strikes in the CENTRAL FACIFIC are reported:

& February:

An odl dusp was set on fire, a pler dasmaged and a 30-foot
boat sunk by B Corsalrs at BABELTHUAP,

7 February:

1t Corsairs dropped bomba on BABELTHUAF.

MAF ISLAND, YAP, was hit by B Avengers attacking the shore
installationa,

ROTA was strafed and bombed by Helleats and Corsairs,

& February:
Mrfields on FONAFE, in the CAROLINES, were attacied by 17
Ccorsairs and ons Mitchell, Both the old and new airfields wers hit,

The old fleld is reported to be completely out of cperation. Bulld-
ings snd installations wers strafed and a barge and 2 small boats ware

sunk. Moderate but inacourate antisireraft fire was encountered owar
the target.
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§ a.m, B February 1945,
SDUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd,)
I Pebruary:

Search planes from LEYTE sank an anchored picket bost off
SWATOW and attacked 2 sasll cargo vessels in the same aren. 2 sea
trucks wers strafed and left sinking southwest of SWATOW. Ancther
small cargo vesscl was attacked and dorced to beach mear LAM YIT ISLAND,
south of FOOCHOW,

The Netherlands submaripe HMMS 0=1%, under United States'
operational control, has returned from patrol and reports the sinking of
one marchant ship (3,000 tons),

The HMS SPIRIT has retumed from patrol amd reports the sinking
of A 200-ton constal carge ship and a 600-ton sen truck,
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9 a.m. B Pebruary 1945.
i g ] 1

on 7 February, reinforcesent and re-supply schelons continued to
arrive at LINGAYEN and NASUGBU beachheads. Thare has been no alr attack on
paval shipping in the last 3, hours.

on the night of 5 P , (RMDC PT's sank o TO-foot lugger, off
gast TINIAM anchorage, CERI. 31 Japs were killed and 4 were captured,

The following slr cperations have been reported:

2 February:
8 Corsairs and 3 Helleats destroyed a warehcuse, houses, & bridge
and a supply dusp at BASELTHUAF.

That night patrol planes from LINGATEN sank a cargs ship off
ISHIGAKT, SAKISHIMA GUNTO.

£ Pebewsry:

20 Warine Corsairs destroyed a bridge and 2 trucks and hit coastal
dafense positions at BABELTHUAP, while & Warine Avengers and E Corsairs
bombed & bridge and & pler at GASIL-TOMIL, YAF.

2 Uarine Helloats bombed ROTA.

Patrol planes from LEYTE strafed a ssall salvage vessel off
SWATOW, 2 coastal carge ships off southesst FORMOSA, one of which blew
up and damaged the attacking plane, and strafed the air station on the
southern tip of MIYAKO SHIMA, inflicting slight damage.

10 Liberators attacked naval barracks and installaticns at
FUTAMT KD, CHICHI JIMA, and OTOTO JIMA, porth of CHICHI JIMA.

& Marine Mitchalls sesk 2 convoys in the BONINS and EAZANS
that evening.

hmpnmlmmtmthﬁipnmnrmﬂhdmlm
SHTMA (KAZANS) and another large ship was hit in a S-ahlp comvoy, nerth-
woat of MURD JIMA, Hesults were uncbserved.

b Marine Mitchells bombed PCHAFE airfield, strafed air installa-

tions, and destroyed one large bullding, One Witchell was shot down at
the target and another received a direct hit, killing the navigator.
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9 a.m. 7 Pebruary 1945.
AP SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cent'd.)

On & Pebruary it was reported that no enemy alr attacks had
on our Naval forces in the PHILIPPINES Area during the preced-
I'A

3
it

Fatrol planes from LINGAYEN contimued to search areas as far
the west coast of PORMOSA, One plane reported slnking a large freighter
4,000 tons) on the night of 5-& February, northwest of SANTSHIMA GUNTD.
JAP ahip ia sunk in 20 feot of water with the stern blown off.

#et

IfD JIMA targets wers bombed on 5 February by Strategle Adr-
force Llbarators.

Marine bombers, on & February, struck airfields and destroysd

& bullding on PONAFE, in the CAROLINES, The alreraft encountered heavy
antiaireraft fire snd one plane was lost,
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H'lﬂlnd?'?ﬂhuuﬂ:bnthcnd;htdl—ihhrﬂrrmthc
PHILIFPINES Ares. umu:ﬂ:u--ﬂmuﬂuhdumtmun-db;gm—
ﬁﬂmzmmdnin.gnunﬂnlt of this snemy sctlon.

The following are additional alr strikes:

& Pabrusry:

§ Liberators bosbed IND JOMA through eclouds. HAHA JIMA was
nit by 10 Liberatcrs. Tha results were not chaerved.

i ¥avy photo Liberatora, over THD JDMA, ensountered pedium to
heavy antiaireraft fire.

2 tdberators hit MARCUS.

The BONINS were attacked by 3 Mitchells.

L Corsairs set fire to barges on BABELTHUAF .
5 February:

Houses on BABELTHUAP were destroyed by L Corsairs. lellcats,
during the night, attacked other targets in the PALAUS.

The buildings and pler on MAP ISLAKD, in the TAP GROUP, weore
destroyed by B Avengers.
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L pem. 5 February 1945,
& SOUTH AYD CRTRAL PACIFIC (Coat 'ds)

The CAVALIER (APA-37) was torpedosd at 1331 Pem, on 30 January
. i.nglmqleumq]month-pnrtlh-. The CAVALIER was in a
| oy returning from the ZABILES beachhead, -:Jdltt.h-ttmnrtnrpm-
| Aog w ut 0 mlles wost of the assault ares. She was damaged to the
|'.':v that it was mecessary to tow her to LEYTE, There is no apparent
demage to the anginescing installetion or awdliaries, No lives
wers lost as & result of the torpedoding but 23 men were injured,

. Patrol planes continued their coverage of wide areas and cne
/plane over PONAPE, in the CARDLINES, destroyed a bridge, & warshouse and
| ome armed power boat. 4 fishing boats were also strafesd,

fippwt !
¢ Ecwmth-hﬂtﬂmj!m,mﬂhhhnwvﬂm-u

v
hit TaP.
On 3 February, 10 Helleats struck at the PALAIS,

T Gubaarine SPADRFISH ($3-411), operating in the PACIFEE, reports
the sinking of &4 JAP ships (3 AX and 1 FC),

The HESUGO (55-321), operating in the SOUTHNEST FACIFIC AREA,
reporta the sinking of a JAP destroyer,

Poride

) y 2. # F -..*'-'5"
L) L
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9 a.ms 5 Pobruary 1945
S
& SOUTH_ MND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd),

on the night of 3-4 February, enemy sircraft started fires on tha
airstrip at TACLOBAX, in northeastern LEYTE. Thers ware no enemy slr attacks
on Maval forces at either MINDORD or LINGAYEN during the preceding 24 hours,
according to nrupwth;udnnnhhrml.tm&p.:.

On Z1 December, LSB4L0 sank as the result of battle damage, which
caused [ires and flooding, LST=bL0 sank near the CUYD ISLANDS, west of
PANAT,

The following are additional air strikes in the CENTRAL PACIFIC:
2 Februaryi
ROTA was bombed and strafed by Hellecata.

Shore installations and the jetty at GAGIL-TOMTL, YAF, wers
bombed by 7 Avengers. B8 Corsaira also bombed TAP TOWK.

On BABSLTHUAF, 16 Corsairs ssnk a barge and dmaged a causewsy,
a dock, n bridge and a building, as well as sstting fire to warshouses.

2 Jebruseys

ROTA, in the MARTANAS, was attacked by Hellcats.

AP and BAEELTHUAP, in the CAROLINES, wers also attacked: &
Avengera struck at shore installations and jetties on TAP; and & Avengers,

9 Helleats and 60 Corsalrs destroyed a bridge, sarik & barge, damaged a ware-
house and started fires on BAHELTHUAP.
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& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)
)
& From the beach heads on LUZON it is reported that comvoys continued

te suppert our forces and that mo air attacks oo naval forces occurred
during the twenty-four howr peried of 2 February. Om 2 February, PT boats
um-dutmmmmmmmmmnr duty.

PT boats from the LINGAYEN base attacked 7 enemy barges at SALCMAGIE,
on the northwest coast of LIUEOH, on 1 February.

Fatrol planss operating cut of LEYTE, on 3 Pebruary, attacked two
szall Jep freighters (70-150 tons) near AMOY, on the CHINA coast. Both
ships were sunk. Ancther patrol plane sank & lugger carrying oll southweat
of TATWAN (FOEMOSA). The air strip at SWATOW was bombed by patrol planes
and two adjscent buildings were also hit. One enemy plane was shot down
and snother probably destroyed on the air strip.

At 436 a.m., 10 January, LST-610 was damaged by & Jap suicide boat
in the LINGAYEN area., Thers were apparently no personnel casualties. L35T-
547 broached near LST-610 and caused considerable additional dasage to the
L5T=-610,

On 21 January, the LANGLET (CVL-27) was damaged by enemy bombing
{mesning sumary, 22 January). The damage was not sufficiemt to place the
ship out of sction, but extensive repairs will be required, As a result of
the basbing, 3 men are dead and 11 wounded.

The following strikes are reported:
o ey
i and dispersal areas O IWD JIMA were bambed by 10 Liberstors.

%u attacked by 11 Liberators and the resilts were not ob-
sarved because of clouds, 3 enemy planss attempted to intercept.

10 Liberators bombed naval installations on CHICHI JIMA.

20 Lightnings escorting photo planes strafed enemy positions on IND
JIMA, The AA fire was heavy and accurate and one Lightning and one photo
plane wore lost and two Lightnings dasaged, Adrfield number 2 on IMD JIMA
wan later bombed by 9 Liberators and fires were started.

Four Liberators were later over IND JIMA and intercepted by 7 enemy
fighters, 3 of the enemy fighters ware probably damaged.

~1541~
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WASHINGTOMN 28, D. C.

9 a.m, 3 February 1945.

& SUTH_AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd.)

On 1 and 2 February, patrol plmes bosbed and strafed a small
snmy freighter (70 to 150 tons) carrying oil drums. The attack took place
off CAPE SAN JACQUES, FRENCH INDO-CHINA, The freighter was left burning.

In the MOLUCCA FASSAGE, weat of HALMAHERA, & patrol plane
strafed & ses truck, On the west coast of HALMAHERA, another patrol
bomber rocketed a large camouflaged whaleboat.

On PATA ISLAND, south of JOHOL, in the SULU ARCHIFELAX, a
Ventura bosber reckmted and bosbed an enemy radar station. One hut was
destreyed and the tower and two huts damaged.

The following air strikes are reported:

E JAnuary:
Army Liberators bombed JAP sirfields on IWD JIMA.

Marine fighnters attacked the harbor at YAP.

The PALAUS were attacked by Marine aircraft and an explosion
and & large fire were obeerved on ARAXABESAN,

On 1 February, the above strikes were repsated.

The following additicnal informatien concerning casualties and
damage remlting from the sinking of the SERFENS (AK~97) (afterncon sussary
30 January) is reported: Survivors of the SERPENS, 2 officers, & men, plus
2 mon injured; 13 officers and 193 men balieved to be lost., The ¢
officer is a survivor, In addition, cme krmy officer amd 56 snlisted men
are missing; ome enlisted man is kmown to have been killed ashors by &
fragment, The YP-51k received heavy dsa to the super-structure and &
enlisted men were injured, FC-588, X0 s 33-1039 snd MUS-22]1 recelved
minor dasage mnd sustained no personnel casualties. The blast from the
explosion caused minor dassage to warehouses, etc., at LUNGA.
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On 31 Jumary, ssphiblous assault forces, under the command
of Rear Adairal W. U, Fechtelsr, landed the 1lth Alrborne Division Re-
inforced in the vicinity of NASUGHU in BATANGAS. Strong reconnalssance
elements were first put ashere, Encountering only light machine gun
opposition, they reached objectives at 10:00 a.m., and the balance of
the troops wers landed later in the day, Supporting Naval bombardment

~was not required., Naval opposition consisted of an attack upon the outer
scresn by 25 to 30 mall high-speed eraft in which FC-1129 was sunk,

On the night of 30 Jenuary, OHMOC PT's sank two sea trucks
and ome barges with sn estimated 200 enemy troops in BOHOL STRAIT.

LINOATEN FT's strafed bulldings south of VIGAN, whils other FT'a,
cperating in the LUBANG-BALATAN BAY Area, destroyed one lugger.

=1539=
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S0UTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont.'d.)

At 103122 m.m., 29 January the USS AMYOUS (MRL-2) received

superficial damage, resulting from a boab jettlsoned by one of our
planes in the LINGAYEN GULF. The LAM-135 also recelved minor damage.

Casualtiss were 3 killed and 12 wounded.

On 31 Jamuary, 8 ivengers bombed YAF HAABOR, destroying a
bullding, and 12 Corssirs bombed BABELTHUAP, sinking 2 barges,

1538
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& SOUTH ND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

In coordination with the BATANGAS landings on 31 January,
diversiopary operations in eastern TAYABAS Area were completed sccord-
ing to plan. Bo reports have been received of further activities
concerning the new landings,.

0n 27 January, H—jjspuud-dmlum'-lbtm north of
SRUTRARA TSLAND (south of MINIORD), and at 11:00 a.m. the next day
the boat broke up and sank.

Additional strike was reported as follows for night 27
WAy

LIMGAYEN patrol planes bombed and destroyed a medium-sized
ship off TAKAD, and strafed two amall craft near TAINAN, PORMODSA.

The submarine SEA ROHIN (35-407) has returned from patrol

and reports damaging one unidentified ship (i,000 tems). One man
was lost overboard during the patral,

: - 1557 =
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SOUTH AN CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont'd,)

The same night, 3 Marine Mitchells attacked shipping in the
BONINS and KAZANS with the following results: One sedium fraighter
transport was hit and two explosiona were observed. Another plane scorsd
hits on a large freighter transport and cbserved & explosions, the ship
on fire astern and amidships, Both ships were in a convoy morth of MNUKD
JIMA. A third Mitchell possibly hit a destroyer sscort near IND JIUA,

§ Avengers snd & Corsairs bosbed shore installaticns and TOMTL
RAREQR at TAF. 12 more Corsadrs hit buildings on BABELTHUAP.

28 January:

3 kvengera and L Corsalrs strafed and bombed TAP TOWN, while B
hvengers bosbed shore installations on the Laland,

18 Liborators bombed airfields at IMD JIMA. One of 3 inter—
cepting fighters was damaged. 5 of eur planes received sinor dasage from
Ad fire.

3 Liberators dropped & tons of bombes on WOLEAT.

10 Iiberators bombed airfield Mo, 2 and dispersal areas st IHO
JIMA that night,

CoodiB, £ = 1536 -
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3

On the morning of 29 January, smphiblous assault forces under
the command of Rear Admirsl A, D. Struble, landed the 38th Infantry
fdvision and the th R.C,.T. of the 2ith Infantry DMvislon on the southern
coast of TADALES PROVINGE in the SAN ANTONIO=CASTILIEJOS-SAN FELIPE reglon,
The first wave landed on the besches at 8130 a.m. and, encountering oo
opposition, moved rapldly inlsnd, and seised all initial cbjectives. The
towms of SAN RARCISO, MARCELLING and CATILLEJOS were captured. Ko mines
wers found off the landing beaches and the scheduled bosbardment of the
objective was not carrled out, Supporting Naval alreraft sank one amall
vessel in FBIC BAY, No ensmy sir opposition was encountersd,

At 2100 a.m,., 30 Jamuary, the CAVALIER (&PA=37), returning in
a convoy from the ZAMBALES beachhead, was hit by o mine or a torpedo amd
taken in tow,

At 11150 a.m, 900 troops landed on (RANDE ISLAND in SUBIC BAY.
No cpposition was sncountered. No mines have besn found as yet in SUBIC
BAY by our mlpesweepers,

FT boats from MINDORD, supported by sircraft, destroyed 29 ssall
eraft of f BATANGAS BAY at dawn, 29 January. Other PT's from LINCAYEN,
eooperating with Army fighters, destreyed 10 barges, 10 sulcide speed
boats, 2 luggers snd fired 3 fuel dumps and sn sssunition dump in the
SAN FERNANDD Area.

No enemy air attacks on MINIORO have ccourred in the last 24

houra,

The following alr strikes are reported:

2 Januargs

10 Iiberators dropped quarter-ton bosbs on Mo, 2 adrfield at
INO JIMA.

£3 January:

Two Liberators dropped 3 tons of bosbs on air installations at
MARCU'S ISLAKD,

7l Liberators dropped 424 tons of bomba on THD JIMA sirfields,
and one es=all explosion was cbasrved, Minor dsssge from AA fire to §
planes resulted, and one enlisted man was sericusly wounded,

7 more Liberators attacked IND JIMA that night, and 3 Tires
were observed in the alrfleld area,
=1535=
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-"‘:}H ' At 11323 pem., 29 January, the USS SERPENS (AK-97) exploded

while loading depth bosbs at LUNMGA, OUADALCAMAL, and sank immediately.
A possible submarine contact was made at the time of the egplosion.

Three survivors, incleding the commanding officer, have bean accounted
for thus far.

The YP-5li, which was anchored nearby, also sustained damage
&l :ulﬂ.t of the sxplosion. Casualties on her are one desd and four
Erad,
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¥ SOUTH A CENTRAL PACIFIC
The following air strikes have been reported:

26 January:

4 Liberators bombed the south airfield at IWD JIMA during the
ight. 3 fires wers cbserved.

2] lsmarys

20 Iiberators dropped 37 tona of bombs on IWD JIMA adrfield,
one plane was hit by & 75m= shell, and 3 cther planes recelved dasage.
3 efficers wers injured. One of 2 intercepting fighters was destroyed.
10 Liberators dropped fragmentation bosbs on airfield Ke. 1 and the dis-
persal area that night.

One Marine Mitchell attacked a medium AX of f MUND JIMA (HONIN
ISLANDS) during the night with unchserved results,

& Avengers strafed TOMIL PIER at Y&F with rockets.

E Janusry:

9 Avengers and 3 Corsaira bombed shors installations at TAP,
0 Corsairs and i Hellcats bombed and strafed targets at BABELTHUAP.

2 Navy Liberators dssaged a s=all vessal off the MUKA RIVER and
an wlrfield and 15 bulldings at ATARINTULA, near KIDURONG FOINT, in
northwest BORKED .

- 1533 =
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FI''s attacked and dsmaged an snemy concentration of mixteen
sailboats in VERDE ISLAND PASSAGE, north of MIKIORD on 26 January.

o JIMA airfields were bombed on 28 January by 10 Liberators,
causing some fires,

Marine Mitchells, on the night of B Jamary, searched the
BONINS: One Mitchell sttacked an elght-ship comvoy morth of the BONINS
and dassged cne DD; ancther Mitchell attacked a destroyer 200 miles
northeast of MARCUS ISLAND and saw two explosicns as the result of the
rociet flre; still ancther Mitchell attacked a Jup destroyer, southwest
of the BONINS, with rockets and cmused twoe underwater explosions, The
destroyer was last sean stopped dead in the water.
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5
o
On the night of 23 Jamary, PT boats from LIMGAYEN destroyed
2 enamy barges in DASOL BAY; on the west coast of LUXN. On the sawe
night, CHMOC PT'a destroyed one barge east of CEBU, and on the night of
25 ery du:t:’oﬂd 4 barges in the same area.

iD CF L FACIFIC {Comt'd

Patrol planes, oparating from LEYTE, searched thelr sectors
extensively and shot down one enemy plane and strafed 3 luggers sast
of CANTON.

=151~
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~F
& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)
! L5T-219 and L3T-T10 are reported beached at LINGAYEN, on 18 January.
Both landing ships sustained damage as a result of the beaching.
i On 25 January, YAP was attacked by & Corsairs and B Avengers.

On 26 January, YAP was again bombed by 12 Avengere and 8 Carsairs.
+12 Corsairs destroyed a bridge and attacked mm positions on URUKTHAPEL,
while 4 Hallcats sank a barge at BAEELTHUAF, in the PALAUS. SOHSOROL,

southwest of PALAU, was bombed by & Coraairs.

The PINTADD (85-387) has returned from patrol and reports sinking
one enemy destroyer (2300 tons), two large AK's and one medium AK for &

total tomage of 21,300 tons. The PINTADD damaged one enasy carrier
(28,000 tons).

=1530-
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The damaged OVE referred to in the sorning susmary of 11
January has been identifled as the EADASHAN DAY {CVE~-T6). At TiEl
a,m.; on & Jamary, the EADASHAM BAY was hit by a suleide diver and
received dmmage beyord the cepacity of the shdp's force, The
casualtirs were sllght; one officer and twe men being injured,

The hogbardrert of TWD JILA {morning summary 26 January)
by Task Qroup 94,9 was curtailed because of bad weather conditinnm
in the area, Targst installations were well covered bafore with=
draral, Or® snemy plane was shot down and one probably damaged in
tha glr and 2 on the runway.

The TEA LION (S5-315) has returned from patrol and repcria
the sinking of one large enesmy AP (15,800 tona) .
. 3

T ""\ The CORLA (3%-245%), upon return rl'nn:lpl.l.rol, rencrts the
} sinking of cne snemy mine layer (70Ctons). :

= The HHUS 0-19 has returned from her third war patrol and
. | reports the sainking of a small snemy AK (2,000 tona).

= 1529 =
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1A Thera have bean no snemy air attacks in the LINCAYEZN AREA
| ..-'\lld.-urim the precading 2h hours.

Four patrol Catalinas, operating from LUZON, on the night
of 25-26 January, report the following results of their search: a4
direct hit was made on a Jap destroyer anchored in ACY HAREOH: a
snall enemy freighter was damaged scuth of FORMOSA; small fires wers
r started at GIRA ond in the barracks at KARENKD on the sast coast of
X FORIOSA, and incendiaries caused fires on KABHO TSLAND, off the south-
scat coast of POHMOSA.

/ The ¥ UERIUT (DD-677) received the following damage 2s the

\result of grounding: Tadl shafts bent snd propellers badly damaged,
The propellars must be replaced, Yo demage was reportsd to the hull.

= 1528 =
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-]

Hangars, shops

mﬂhrnnhntmrﬂdr!hldlmmud
as destroyed, Docks, ﬂdﬂiﬂlmdphﬂnmErmmmﬂﬂ
and oll storage at TOSHIER was burmed. Rallroad yards and shops at
MATSTTAMA and at TAEAD were heavily dasaged. The radis and radar station
at GARAMET, pouthern tip of FOEMOSA, waa hit once more.

During the strike of ZL January, 7 Jap planes wera shot down,
including 3 crash-divers,

while 102 planes were destroyed and 162
wdmm&wmd.

Dur total losses of aireraft during the two days reported
above amcunted to 15 planes lost in

coshat and 1k lost operationally.
16 pilote and 12 cremsen are missing,
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1op Sgrer 7 4 pame 26 Jamuary 2945,

The final results of the NANSEI SHOTO strike, 22 January, reveal
thtHleplmammleWmthpmdjhshipum
Zs—dlmuh-mk;-ﬂSlMp-md-}E—un-nhd-q-d. Hangars,
buildings, shops, 4 trucks and 2 buildings on southern CEINAWA and at IE
SHIMA (northwest of CKINAWA) were destroyed. Harber installations at
OETHATA were damaged,

A preliminary sstimateof the FORMOSA - SAKISHIMA GUNTD attack
of Z1 January shows the following:

Location Ships Sunk Shipo Damaged
TAEAD, southwestern POFMOSA 6 AD 1 large AP
2 modium AK 1 large AD
TOSHIEN, southwestern PORMOGA 1 medium AK 20D
1 lugger
EOVUNSHI, west coast of FORMOSA 2 mall AK
EYUKU 3HD, southwest of FORMOGA 3 luggers 3 luggers
MIYARD (SAKTSHTMA GUNTO) 1 medium AK 1 medium AK
4 small AK
KEELING, northern FORMOSA 2 large AD
1 large AX
TOTOHARA, western FORMOSA 1 large AD
MAKD, FESCADORES ISLANDS 1m0
1 medium AK
nw.mmm,mﬂmngmuﬂpwm
mmk at TAKAQ have been previously reported s a8,
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SOUTH CEM F (Cont d, )
On 24 January, T80 JIMA was hit by Task Oroup 4.9 (Rear

craft. The alrcraft bmmbed airfields snd antiaireralt positlons.

w{“ Amiral A, E. Smith) (1 BB, 3 CA, 7 DD) and by Army end Mavy air-

/Li.‘mrlt.ar- ware desaged and 1 was lost pear SAIFAN., @8 of the 11
o

rew membera wara rescusd. There was no Interceptlon by enemy air-

L eraft. The surface forces bomharded the crater area and cmised
7 heavy danage. Three Jap AK'a were destroyed.

.

Comsander Task Force 77, on 35 Jamuary, reported still no
enamy adreraft astivity in the LINCAYEN ASEA.

On 9 January, a erash=diver hit the foremast of the HODIED
(DE=231), cousing heavy damage to communication facilities,

At T334 pem., 24 Jamuary, the SHADWELL (L5D=15), while in the
ANAD SEA, was torpedoed forwerd on her starboard slde, causing heavy
ctural damage. The torpedo was released from a Kip plane,

Patrol planes from LINGAYEN, on the night of 24-25 January,
bombed builldings on scuthwestern FORMOSA and strafed two small enesy
ighters at TAINAN, ona of which was completaly burned out. An enemy
A (7,000 to 8,500 tons) was bombed in the sams area. Uest of SAKISHIMA
GUNTD, two amall freighters, six luggers and o large schoonsr were bomb—
od and strafed whils at anchor, A1l ships were dasaged,

The follewing alr activities are reported:

22 January:

19 Corsairs attacked BABELTHUAP, sinring 2 boats end cne barge
and damaging a warehouse. One plane was lost but the pilot was rescued.

Y&F was hit by Corsairs and Avengers, striking at a posasible
JAP submarines hideout.

2 Jamary:

Marine aircoraft attacked BABELTHUAP and demolished 2 warehouses.
On the same date, harbor facilities at YAP were damaged.

=1525=
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& SOUTH AKD CEVTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

At 12710 p.m. and again at 12:59 p.m,, on 21 Jan s & Nip
suieide diver, carrying homba, orashed the TICOMDEROGA (CV=14). The
first plane went through the flight deck well forward and the other
plane hit the forward director on the starboard aide, The TICONDERDGA,
as a result of the two attacks, sustained heavy damage, including the

| forward part of the hangar gutted by fire and a portion of the gallery

| . deck destroyed., Both the flight deck and the starboard catapult are in-
. oprrative, Radio and radar are out of commission and internal cormunic-
b etions amd electrical circuits extensively damaged due to fire and [lood-

Y ing. 37 plars wers destroyed on the flight and hangar decks. Casualties

ars as follows: 7 officers and 50 men killed, L officers and 69 men

missing and 118 personnel injured, ineluding the captain and the sxecutive

of ficer.
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SUTH 4D CINTRIL PACTFIC (Cont'd.)

- il BOSARTD was bombarded on 24 January by the PORTLAID (CA=33)
i k and SANTC TCMAS by MUSTIN (DD-413), in support of the ground opera-

tions on the east shore of LINCAYEN QULF,

e At 93130 pms on 23 Jenuary, 2 Jap planes attacked the trans-
(V' 'poit area, but caussd no demage. One enemy plane wos shot dowr.

feconnaissance planes, operating out of LINGAYEN, on the
night of 2223 January, btombed supply areas in the PESCADCSIES, wast
# of FORMOSA, causing mplosions and large fires. On the sase night,
they also bombed the town of TAITD in southwest FORMOSA and dock
areas in SAKISHTMA GUNTD, in the KANSET SHCTO GROUF, The results
of this bombing were not obaserved,

e

i Two LEYTE PT'a, in a coordimated attack with Marine alreraft,
“|duptroyed 10 enemy barges.
At 1328 p.m., on 21 Jemary, one of her torpedo bombers,
with a 500-pound bomk shoard, landed on the flight deck of the HAMCOCK
. (Ov=19). The bomb exploded when the plane was at the center of the
flight=-deck ahreast the island end severe o soderats dsnage was sus=
telned by the flight snd gallery decks, The casualtles are T officers

1 ll'll. and 43 men dead, and 5 officers and 75 men wounded, of which 2 officars

Vi &nd 5 men are critically wounded, Temporary repairs wers made by the
okl ship's foree on 21 January, and the HANCOCE was able to continue opera-
f tiors but on a alightly reduced scale.

\ On 23 January, & hunter-killer cosbination reports a probable
.t a4y KL1L of an enemy "5S¢ of f ULITHI &s the result of heavy explosiona
/‘ '5“’1'_ MhdGrproduced dlamesbered bodies and wreckage.

The following air strikes in the CENTRAL PACIFID are reported:

23 Junuarys
L Corsairs bombed amsunition dumps at ARASASESAN, in the
'I.-frmrs, and L othar Corsairs struck at BABELTHUAP, in the same group,
L

16 Palsu Corsairs and & Avengers hit YAP with 10 tons of
[bomba and sterted one large fire. One of our planes was damaged.

ML L

\ The TAUTOG (38-199) reporta the sinking of a loaded transport
and a small freighter, in the FORAOSA AREA.

{

W "",1

AR
" -1523-

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FILE
UMITED STATES FLEET

g HEADDUANTERE OF THE COMMANDER (W CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN &8, DG,

9 m.m. 24 Jamuary 1745.
Ao SCUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)
¢ 10 liberators again bombed IM0 JIMA dispersal areas that night.
t{r'- 3 Liberators bombed runways at WOENDI.

The BARB (55-220) reports that she sank 3 ships of & convoy
anchored of f HAUKYAN HARROR, north of FOOCHOW, on 23 January.
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g

_E?g.g 9 a.m. 24 January 1945,

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'ds)

The PORTLAND (CA=33) continued bombardment support of ground
oparations in the ROSARIOQ sector on 23 January.

| fgain no enemy alr activity was noted for the past 24 hours
|l in the LINGAYEN MREA.

Commander THIRD Fleet reporta the results of the 22 Jamuary
photo strike zzainst the NANSEI SHOTO ISLANDS. 27 plenes wers destroyed
on the prournd and 41 damaged. Lain snesy alreraft comcentretions wers
chaerved at fields in southern CKIKANA, IE SHTUA (northwest of OFINANWA),
and at MITAKD and ISHIOAKI, in the SAKISHIMA GROUF. There was no enemy

{ wir opposition, but A4 fire &t ell fields was intense. In additiom, one
moedium AX and 31 snall wvesssals were munk, 1 large AK probably sunk amd
27 saall vessels damaged. Bulldings at IE SHIMA and 3 trucka, 2 small
oil dumps and a hangar at NAHA (southwest ONINAYA] were destroyed.

The following alr activities were reported:

21 January:

3 night patrol planes from LINGAYEN dropped 250-pound hombs on
TORD seaplane base (southwest FORMOSA), csusing large fires and explosions,

42 January:
Hight patrol planes from LINGAYEN carried out the following
operationss

two medium ships bombed off SWATOW with unobserved results,
storage aren at MAKD (PESCADORES) bombed causing explosions
and fires,

TAITO (southeast FOFMOSA) bombed, and

casp and dock area in the SAKISHIMA GROUP bombed with un—
chaerved results.

20 Libsrstors dropped l00-pound bosba on IWD JIMA airfield
areas and installations, causing demage to one plane on the ground., One

of 4 intercepting planes was probably destroyed. & more Liberators sgain
bosbed IMD JIMA that night with uncbserved results.

! 23 January:
Libarators bombed rurways and dispersal areas st INO JIMA =nd
dsmaged ome intercepting plane, Some of our planes received dsmnge from
intense AA fire but returred to base.
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SOUTH AMD CENTHAL PACIFIC (Cont.*d. ]

5 9 Witchells of the FOURTH LAATHRE AIR WING bombed and strafed
enti-gireraft positions at WOTJE. AA flre was lights

&
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9 mems 23 January 1945.

& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'ds)

i The WEST VIRGINIA (B3-48) continued to glve firs support to
| ground cperationa in the ROSARID sector at LUZON, 22 Jamuary.

Comzander Task Force T7, Vice Adniral Kinkald, reported thers
| has been no enemy air sotivity during the past 24 hours.

On the night of 20 January, PT boats from WINDORD attacked and
damaged 3 luggers and 3 sailing vessals at anchor off AGCAVAYAN, eastarn
ghore of LUBANG ISLAND, and set fire to assunition dumps.

Darge hideouts in northeastern HALMAHERA wers attacked by FI's
from MORDTAI, cooperating with 12 Eittyhawks. Ne rasults were reported.

Commander THIRD Flest raports that a photo strike was condugt-
ed against OKINATA on 22 January. Yo other reporta of operations againat
the enemy bty Task Force 38 were recelived.

jdditional strikes reported are as follows:

L Janusry:

10 Iibarators harassed TND JIMA during the night, dropplng
freguentation bombs on airfield areas, One large [ire was seen.

21 January:

16 Lightnings accompanied a B-2F strike against TAUE, No enemy
elr oppoaition was encountered and AA was raported ns DeAZET.

12 Liberatora dropped 100-pound benbs on sirfield inatallationa
ardl areas at IWD JIMA with uncbeerved results, & eneay lighters inter-
cepted, 2 Liberators received minor dasage from AA fire,

8 more Libsrators harassed ID JIMA alrfisld the sa=e night,
with unobsarved results, One enemy alroreft intercepted,

3 Marine search Mitchells attacked shipping in the BONINS. meet
Ex=gms, At CHIOHI JIMA an snemy ship waa st afire. 6 exploaiocns were

obssrved, About 15 miles southwest of HAHA JIMA, & second Uitchell attack-
od an unidentified ship with unobssrved resilts.

22 Januaryy
A PBY search plane pleked up a F.0.W. at AUR ATOLL, in the MARSHAILS.
Othar search plenes strafed VTLIE ard JALUIT, sinking 3 =mall boats,
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9 a,a, 22 January 1945.

‘.ﬁ.,;“ SUTH ND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

o

On 21 January, the THIRD FLEET attacked FORMOSA and SAKISHIMA
GUXTO in the NANSET SHOTO GROOF. Preliminary reports from the THIRD FLEET
reveal the following: &3 Jap planes shot down, 97 destroyed on the
ground snd 101 damaged, The majority of the damage to aircraft apparent=-
ly ocourred over FORMCSA. Damage to shipping is not complete at this
tims, but 7 large ships woere reported burning at TAKAD in SOUTHWEST
FORMDSA. At TOSHIEM, KEELIDG and NANWAN, on FORMOSA, and at SAKISHIMA
GUNTD, in the MANSEI SHOTOS, substantial damage to shipping is reported.
Heavy and accurate AL fire was axperienced at TAKAD, in southern FORLOSA,
where docks and the industrial area ware left burning,

Apparently as a result of this strike, it is reported that the
TICONDEROGA (CV=14) was bombed by enemy alrcraft and damaged to the
extent that it is unable to operate its planes, but is capable of steam-
irg at 25 kmots, The captain and the exscutive officer are reported as
being wounded. The LANGIEY (CVL-27) was hit by 2 bombd phich falled to
explods, The damage was repaired and the ship is able te function
normally. & sulclde crash-diver considersbly damaged the MADDOX {0D-T31).
Tha MADDOX is able to procesd under her own power.

The commander of Task Foree 77, in the LINGAYEN AREA, reportas
as follows: On 1 January the WEST VIRGINIA(BB-48) bembarded the ROSARIO
Aresa on our left flank in suppert of the ground forces; there wers no
enexy alr cttacks durdlng the preceding 24 houra,

On the night of 15-20 January, PT's from LINGAYEN strafed an
snemy medium freighter beached near POINT SaN ESTAEAN, 60 miles north
of LINGAYEN, snd started large fires on the beach.

Mt 11 m.m., on 18 Jamuary, LCI(0)=396, while patrolling west
of the PALAD GROUF, hit a mine and was ssverely damaged.

71 of the enemy whish landed on PEIELIU on 18 Jarusry (morning
surmary 21 January) wers iilled, 2 prisonsrs were taken and imterroga-
tien indicates that the landing was part of a program to destroy planes
and supply dusps in an effort to relieve the pressure on the military
ritustion in the FHILIFFIMES. As o result of the landings, our casualties
are 1 killed and & wounded,

On 21 January, 7 kvengera hit docks and buildings on YAF. 12
Corsalra. hit BABELTHUAP,
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Tﬂ:& % 9 a.m. 21 Jamary 195,

\J;P\? AD L F '

The submarine HAWNBILL (33-366) has returned from & war patrol, con-
ducted west of the PHILIFFINES, The HAWKBILL sank ope Matsu class deatroyer
(1,000 tena) mnd one small vessel (300 toms), and dasaged one Matsu class
dostroyer.

The submarine SPOT (53-413) reports sinking o small passenger freighter
and a mediun tanker off the CHIMA COAST. " = b
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SOUTH AND CEMTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'd.)

f The 3rd FLEET, under Admiral Halsey, reported that they wers hitting
L/ FORMOSA and SAKISHIMA GUNTO, in the MANSEI SHOTO GROUF, on 21 Jarmuary.

On 20 January, the 3rd FLEET cbserved numercus enemy planss enroute
between FORMOSA and LUZON, and shot down at lsast 16 enemy aircraft between
T:00 pem., and T:30 p.m.

The ccmmander of the Tth FLEET, on 20 Jarnuary, reports that the troops
in the ROSARIO AREA, on the east flank of cur LUZON line, are still being
mupparted by intersittent bosbardment from crulsers and destroyers. There
was no enemy alr activity over either MINDORC or LINGATEN during the preced-
ing twenty-four hours.

The ZETLIN (APA=3) was damaged at #:21 a.m., 13 Jamuary, by a Jap
crash=diver. The casualtiss are 7 dead, 3 missing and 31 injured. It is
estimated that it will take 20 days to complete the necessary yard repmirs.

LST=T00 reported, 20 January, that she was holed on the starboard due
to enemy action. The main and swcillary engine rooms were flooded,

On 12 Jamuary, in LINGAYEN GULF, LST-270 was damaged by snemy shell
fire.

On 11 January, the LATIMER (APA-152) was in collision with the CLEUIDN
(APD-31), hitting the CLEMSON at Frame 136, on the port aide and penetrating
the main deck to a depth of fiwe fest. No camwlties are reported and it
is not indicated that the damage was severs,

On 18 January, during the night; a small enasy force totalling about
& men landed from two barges on PELELIU. 49 of the enemy were killed, two
captured and the remaining have been surrcunded. No damage has been reported
to our Installations.

The following air strikes are reported:

18 Japuaryi

Corsirs scored direct hits on coast defense gun positions at UMUE-
s in the FALAD GROUF, and L Corsairs attacked SONSCROL and MERTR,

bwest of PALAU.

19 January:

8 Corsairs sank a barge and damaged a launch and a bridge on BABELTHUAP,
in the PALAUS, & Avengers struck at & bridge on YAP.

L.
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SOUTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

The Commander of the SEVENTH FLEET on the sverdng of 19 January
roported that there had been no enemy mir sctivity over LIMGAYEX during
tha past LB hours.

FT boats froa CRMOC on LEYTE, on 17 January, destroyed 3 enemy
barges at PORO ISLAMD (West of LEYTE) and, on 18 Jenuary, escorted and
supported Army larmdings on PORO ISLAND.

ICI(L) =600 sank in ULITHI, 1:13 p.m. on 12 January (morning
semery 19 January). An underwaler explosien from an undstermined source
caused the sinking, However, ULITHI HAREOR was alerted at the ti=e of
the einking againat an enemy submarine attack, The casualtles are 2
dead, 1 =issing and 35 injured, of which 26, including the commanding officer,
are periously injured.

Mdditions]l air strikes in the CENTRAL PACIFIC are reported below:
18 January:

Liberators, under our operstional control, attacked targets
on CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JIMA in the BONIMS GROUF. Fires were started
emong the installations on both islanda,

e JIMA alrstrip facilities were struck by Amy Liberators.

Marine fighters and torpedo planes hit targets abt ARANAHESAN,
in the CENTRAL PALAUS.

Torpedo planes attacked installations on TAP.

19 January:

Yarine Mitchells attacked 2 ssall convoys north of the BONINS
and scored rocket hits on & medium cargo ship and one other vessel,
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4 pems 19 January 1945,

hﬁ SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC {Cont'da)
The strikes against INDO=CHINA on 12 January have besn verified
further and a Eatori-class light cruiser is krown to have sunk in desp water

and & reconnalssance of the mrea further shows one large AX buming and ]
tankers beached, confirming that a whole convoy was sither sunk or beached.

The submarins HAMERHEAD (55-364) has returned from her third
1‘_ war patrol and reports sinking 1 large anemy tanker (10,000 tons).
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& pems 19 Jamary 1945,
“Pg" S0UTH AMD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

The HCNC MONG-HAIRAN otrikes by the THIRD FLEET, of 16 January
(moming summary 17 January) are the subject of revised reports, which
indicats that 10 Jep planes were shot down, 3 destroyed an the ground
and 1 demaged. Shipping was destroyed or dasaged as follows:

|

|

ation Destroyed or Sunk Lz aged
TULIN, scuthern HAINAN 2 lorge AK
TAIEDO docks, CANTOM 1 large AK
CARTON 2 tugs
CAITON 1 motor launch
HONGHORG 1m
5 [E or FC
k large A0
1 large AK
1l mediun K
1l enull AK
2 constal AE
CANTON 3 coastal AE
2 tugs
3 el ]
TULIN, southern HAINAN 1 large AP
1 largs AE
1 small AK
HOIHOW, northern HATNAN 1 medium AK
SIFA POINT, eastern HATINAN 2 coastal A
1 lugger

4

The above tabulation repressnts an estimated totsl tonnage, sunk
or damaged, of 88,000 tona,

Due to heavy and accurate AA fire over HOND KONG, the rough ssas

and overcast weather, cur plane losses for 16 Jamuary were heavy,

We loat

22 planes in combat and 27 cperaticnally. There are 24 pilots and 19 crew-

men missing.

On 15 Jarmuary, we lost & planes in combat with 5 pilots snd 2
creween misaing, in the strikes agalnst BONGEONG and FORMOSA.
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SUTH AN SENTRAL PACTFIC (Comti'd,)

Cn 9 January, in the LUZON AREA, the USS MISSISSIFPI (BB-41)
sustainad heavy damage as the result of & Jap sulcide attask, Personnal
casualties sre reported as 23 killed, 75 injured and 3 missing.

On 12 Jaruary, at ULITHI, LCI(L)}~600 sank in 19 fathoms of
water, The cause of the sinking 1s not available at this time,

FT-boats from QRMOC on LEYTE destroyed 3 enesy barges of f CANOTES
ISLAND, west of LEYTE,

The following are additional strikes by mireraft in the SOUTH
&nd CENTRAL PACIFIC:

16 January:

EAEELTHUAF was struck by & Corsairs, which destroyed a sawmill and
hit the lighthouse. Two Corsairs ware dmmaged.

ROTA was bombed and strafed by 3 planes.

17 Januaryn

TAF HARHDR was depth-charged by 11 Corsairs. & Avengers hosbed
the causswxy in the harbor area.

BABELTHUAP was hit by 8 Corsairs, destroying a truck and 3 barges,

The sutmarine BLENNY (35-324) reports ainking 11,100 tons as the
result of her first war patrol, Three enemy surface craft were sunk as
follows: 1 large &F (10,000 tons), 1 small escort wessel (800 tops) and 1
carge barge (300 tons), The BLENNT also reported dmmaging 1 unidentified
ship (4,000 tons),
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L p.m. 18 Januvary 1945
g SOV AD CEVTRAL PASTFIC (Cont'd.)
One of our submarines, the CAVALLA (58-2i4) has returned from her
third war patrol and reports the siniking of thres ships totalling 5,300
tons. The enemy ships were one large DD, cne srall AD and ome small AK.

HUS STHDAR, a British sibmarine under owr operational control,
has returmed and reports sinxing, by gunfire; one enemy coaster loaded
with odl,
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9 a.ms 18 Jamaary 1945,

SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Cont’dl)

On 16 January, in the LUPON AREA, the HOGGATT BAY (CVE-75)
received damage to the flight deck when an Avenger, in landing, detcnated
& boab in her bomb bay. The damage to the HOOGATT BAY is beyond the
facilities of the ship's force to repalr, The crew of the Avenger wers
all killed; the total casualties were B killed;, 10 wounded, of whom 5
were serioualy injured.

Vice Admiral Cldendorf, Comsander Task Force 77, reports that
at 6320 p.a., on 17 Jesnuary, the Naval alr forces in the LINGAYEN Area
wors relioved by the Allied Air Force, The Allied Adr Force, at that
time, began active operations in the protection of convoys and Nawval
forces in LINGAYEN @JLF and enroute to aml froam that area as well as in
support of ground operaticna. Two of our task groups, camposed largely
of CVE's, have departed the LINGAYEN Area,

The enemy alr oppomition is still reported as being on a minor
scale over LINGAYEN, LEYTE and MINDORO.
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SOUTH AND CENTHAL FACIFIC (Cont'd.)

Cn 15 Jamuary, the Comsander in Chief, BRITISH PACIFIC FLIET, re=
ported for duty to the Coomander in Chief, United States Floet,

The 3rd FLEET reports that om 15 Jonuary the alr strikes sank 9
eneny ships and dasaped 9 other ships and § small wessels, At TalAQ,
in FORMDSA, ¥ locomotives and warchouses snd docks were destroyed.
drd FLEET planes shot dewn 16 Nips, destroyed 18 en the pround and
damaped 38 others.

The strikes of 16 January, by the 3rd FIEET, have not besn com-
pletely reported upen, but early en 17 January, the following prelis-
inary information was available: 7 enesy planes shot down, one plane
destroyed on the ground and T damaged. Shipping to the smount of 82,000
tons was either sunk or dasaged, while damnpge was infiicted upen the
BOYAL MAVAL and TAIKOO dock fuel stormse, aa well as other facilities
in the harbors of HOMG KNG and CANTON. During 16 January, the rd
FLEET was not attacked by smemy forses or aireraft.

Carrier-based planes, 16 January, operating in the LINGAYEN AREL,
strafed two ensmy AK's and two small coastal wvessels on the west coast
of LUZON, north of LINGAYEN.

Cn the night of 1 to 15 January, FT's operating out of LINOAYEN,
sank L enemy awxiliaries off the west coast of LUZCH,

it about 4210 a.m., 10 January, the transport UAR HAWE (AP-158)
(morning susmary, 11 January), was heavily damaped by an exploaive
charge which was detonated againat the port side of No. 3 hold by &
small enemy ocraft.

A Jap reconnaissance plane was shot down st noem, 15 January, 10
ailes west of TINIAN ISLAND.

Additional air strikes in the CENTRAL FACIFIC are reported as fol-
lowa:

L Jurary:
B Corsaira destrayed a bridge and houses at BAEZLTHUAP,

13 Jamusry

7 Corsadrs and & Aveny ers depth-charged the harbor at YAP in an
attock ngalnst n possible enesy subcarine.

=1509=
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o 4 pemy 16 January 1945.

& SOUTH 4D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)
areraft of the THIRD FLEET on 16 January contirued their
attacks on the CHINA COAST by striking at the HONGEONG Area and HATNAN
ISLAND, The Commander of the THIRD FLEET reports no slr opposition

over HONGEOND and CANTON -num:.l;rl:nwdrcrm over HATHNAN.
Ho reports hove as yet been recoived concerning the results of the strikes.

-

¥

on li &nd 15 Jamuary, destroyers of Task Force 77 bombarded
ROSARID, north of SAN FAEIAN on LINGAYEN OULF with excellent results,
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§ a.m, 16 Jenuary 1945
| (el (] g

THIRD FIEET alreraft om 15 January struck the CHINA DOAST in
the vieinity of HONG KONG and hit PORMOSA, A prelisinary survey reveals
16 enemy planes shot down and 1i destroyed on the ground, The poor wisi-
bility over the area curtalled the strikes; however, cne tanker, one
destroyer and one destroyer escort are known to have besn sunk, During
the afterncon of 15 January, the planes struck PRATAS REEF, 270 miles
southeast of CANTON, where they destroyed assunition storage and the
weather and radic station, with the exception of the radle towers.

PT=73, while on combat patrel on 15 Jenuary, was grourded on
& resf on LUBAMG ISLAMD (northwest of MIKDORD),. Salvage was impossible,
and the PT was destroyed by her crew. The crow escaped,

The destroyer sscort LeRAY WILSON ([E-ili) was severely damaged
on 10 Japuary at about 700 a.m. in LINGAYEN OQULF by a Jap crash-—diver,
The psrsonnel casualties are 3 desd, 3 missing and 7 critically injured.

Yice Admiral Oldendorf, Commander Task Force 77, reports for
15 Jamary that beach conditions were less favorahble than on the previocus
reporting. Unloading continues and support aircraft were still giving
ground troops effective support by the destructlon of store houses,
bridges, trucks wd amsunition and fuel supply dumps, Enemy alr activity
was again reported as negligible,

On 13 January, a PT boat sank an enemy barges northwest of
PALOMPON on LEYTE.

Tha following additicnal air strikea for 13 January in the
CENTRAL PACIFIC are reported:

1k Libarators struck the dispersal area at IO JIMA. Results
wers not cbaerved, 2 night reconnalsssnce planes dropped bombas on IWO
JTuA dispersal area and started large fires,

In OXTMURA HARBOR on HAHA JIMA, 2 Mitchells attacked o small
vessal with rockets.

On 15 Jeruary, THIRD FLEET planes shot down betwesn SWATOW
and HONGECNG & west-bound enemy transport escorted by 4 fighters,
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& pems 15 January 1945,

)
& SOUTH D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

One high altitude Nip reconnalssance plane was shot down at
noon on L Jamuary off GUAM.

Additional alr strikes for 1 January in the CENTRAL PACIFIC
ere reported below:

On BABELTHUAP, 12 Corsalrs hit the lighthouse amd sank &
barge, One plane was lost but the pilot was rescued. 9 Marine
Corsairs bombed MALOELAP gun positions and encountered light Ak
fire. On the same night two Mitchells strafed amd bombed KAVEN
ISLAND in MALOELAP ATOLL, One Mitchell bosbed and atrafed a radio

station on OLLOT ISLAND in MALOELAF ATOLL. No AA Tire was encounter-

ad,
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& SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On L January, Commander Task Force 77 statss that unloading
in the LINGAYEN AREA cortinues on a 2i~hour basls and that no alr attacks
have otcurred in the transport area on 1i Jamary,

At T:00 m.m., 15 Jaruary, the USS BRAXTON (APA=-L38) was in
eollislon with & merchant tanker off the entrance to LOS ANGELES Harbor,
The collision took place in a dense fog. There were no personnel
casualties ond the damage to both ships 1s reperted as minor.
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9 Rz 15 January 1945

SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

The final report of the THIRD FLEET strikes agalnst IMDO-
CHINA on 12 Jaruary reveals that a total of Ll enemy ships were murie
and 28 damaged, One snemy cOmMVoy Was complately destroyed, while another
convey lost better than half its tonnage by asinking, and the resainder
wan beached and desmaged. & tabulation of the larger units sunk or damag-
ed iz as follows:

Zunk od
FCL (1 French, LAMDTTE-FICQUET) E ﬁﬁ_

‘10 0B 11 medium AK
5 A0 3 large AK
1 large AF T small AK
4 largs AK 1mEs
10 medium AK 1 1su
L small AK 3P
4 FC

15 enemy planes wers shot down by our own aireraft while 77
were destroyed on the ground and 20 on the water. About 50 enemy planes
ware damaged on the ground.

The following installations ware destroyed:

Loe 0 Inatallation

C BAY ng

SAION 5 Shall storage tanks
SAIOCN RIVER 0il storage

SATOON dock area Bulldings & warshouses
CAT LAT (SAIGON) Seaplane hanger
SATGON AREA 2 locomotives

Texas Company and Stardard Yacumn Company plants were haavily
hit nnd fires ware started at the ZATON Navy Yard, Shipping ard faci-
1ities at SATGON were heavily damaged.

mmmunmplusmmnm7wumnmn
l.t.pu,numllun-nmmhling. No dansge was pustaimed by the
ships of the THIRD FLEET.

On the lith, search planes of the THIED FLEET sank 1 mediua
umnrummwmrmuu,lm“utumm-
tugs
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L pests 1 Jenuary L45.

|"f~ (!l 1-;.9 SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont. o, )

e
e ) 0o 19 Janusry Commander “Tnall Foree 77 reportzd that unloading

#ly
over the beaches continues wnd that surl canditisns were mars Tavorables

e Comsanding Ceneral of the 6th .-:-n.;,'l,u:aumr', command on LUZE w2030 T
13 Jarms /
F..} | 13 Jamaryey ¥y 0 GrEiel
'ﬂ fur peturning conveys were attacked by Jap erash divers on
f ? 12 January. hb 2:h0-Plan A% sns dasaged by o arash diver and at—&3l5 P
r in another convoy suicide planes hit twn msrchant ghips. Two attacking planes

\ were shot down by our alr cover.
g fn 12 Jammas

ight deck of the

& Calk-—44 8 sulcide diver crashed through the
A (CVE 98). The after engine room @ [looded

and mejor reralrs to the [light deck are necassary tut the ship is capable
| af proceeding at ive nots. During the attack one Hip plane wac ahot downe
ourins the nisit of 11-12 Janusry FT bosks opersbing out of
ORUDG  sank two enesy lurrars off CAFIT.NCILO 1SLAND located off the narth-

east coamt of CEEll,

Hogonnaisssnce planes opernting in the WIS Group attacked &
k000 ton snesy freipghter by booba and strafing snd started a number ol [ires.

The following nir strikes by our aircrall for 12 January in the
Central Facifie are reported:

imrls ISLAND woa struck by 3 Liberatorsa. flesults were unobserved.

28 Libepstors hit If JIG airfields and installstions, Hesulta
were unobsorved. 3 Liberstors sustalned =inor dasage froa anti-gireraft [ire.

3 Uitchells sttacked a G~ship convoy 100 miles northmst of
CHIGHT JIMA with rockets. FAesults wers not cboerved due to poor visibility.
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o

SOUTH AMD CEMTRAL PACTIFIC (Comt'd.)

At BiCO 8.7., 12 January, L5T-225 destroyed an enemy submarine,
by punfire, at KOSSOL, in the PALAU proup.

The following air strikes ir the S0UTH and CHITIAL FACIFIC are
reporteds

H ..'Il.l'lu].'.!.'! H

12 Dauntless bosbed VALCHEAP, striking at looss steres., Toey en-
pountered no AL fire. 19 Corssirs hit JALUIT, dropping one thousand
pound bonbs on the plers and building areas. o antisireraft fire was
snoountered. 15 Corsairs otincked the boat basin and boat yards at
HAURK, weot of the C 3 Ledive to hedvy antlalreraft fire
wos recaived,

12 Januars:
BABELTHUAF and URUGTHAFEL were attacked by 16 Corsairs, destroylng

a large tuilding supply dump and saking a direct hit on & coast defense
o=t

<1502~
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L pems 13 January L945.

& SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Cont'd.)
-
12 January, Comsander Task Force 77, Vice
jdmiral Kinksid, reported that unloading was contimuing in the LINGAYEN

';#TIJ MREA and that surf conditions wers more favorable, The advance of troops
- atill continues, and the right half of our forces have resched the beach=-
head line.
(/‘ it dmwn, 12 January, the transport BELENAP { AFD=3L) was heavily
z demaged by a sulcide diver. During the same attack, the GILLIGAN (DE-

50f) and RICHARD W, SUESENS (0E=342) were alsc hit by suicide planes.
The DE's sustained only superficisl damage.

: Iw On 12 January, fifteen enemy planes wers destroyed,

S = During the morning of 12 January, ROSARIO, north of SAN FABLAN,
on LINGATEM GULF, was bombarded by destroyers of Task Group 77.7. lLarge
fires and heavy explosions resulted [rom the bombardsent .

ey On the seme day, reinforcemsnts were sent from SAN JOSE,
WIFDCRO, to several pointa on the sast coast of MINDORO by LCI's,
sacorted by PT'a.

The destroyer MEWCOME 400eS85) was dasaged on & January by
I(‘Q“ﬁ\ fragmerta from a JAP suicide plane whish crashed astern. As a rosult
__ﬁ_," of the near—aiss, two men were killed and ten wounded,

.-1g:|1-.
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p 20UT D CRTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The THIRD FLEET attacks of 12 January on SAIGON and the coast
of INID=CHINA indicate that in the bombing of SAIOON, aix enemy trans-
ports were sunk, and at TAN S0N NHUT and PORT NAHAEE muserous fires were
ocbeerved, Thus far, thres THIRD FIEET planes wers reported ashot dowm
over SATOON. The FRENCH crulser LAMOTTE-FICOIET at anchor off CAT LAI
was slightly damaged,

The THIRD FLEET's PORMOSA strike of 9 Jamuary has besn final-
1y reported upon and two additional DE's or D0's were sunk (afterncon
summary 12 January)., An additional five planes were deatroyed on the
ground. The total shipping sunk is thirty-three, with cne-bundred and
four dsmaged, Ensmy planes shot down total thirty-seven, destroyed on
the ground = five and damaged - aixty-ome.

Four THIAD FLEET planes were lost in combat and six operational-
ly. Five pilots and eight cremmen are reported lost,

On 11 January, one of ouwr recennailsssnce planes, operating
waet of the BONIKS, attacked a 150-foot ensmy tanker. The ship was set
on fire and abandoned by the crew, When last seen, the tanker was still
afleat snd burning,

The submarine SFEARFISH (55-190), on 11 January, sank an eneay
saspan near the BONINS by gpunfire and remming.

Three of our sulmarines, operating in the FORMOSA AREA, attack-
od an eight-ship convoy with the following results (morning sussary 11
January)s Submarine BARE (53-220) sank one large transport, one large
freighter; two large ammunition ships; ssbmarine FICUDA (35-382)
sk two freighters; and the submarine QUEENFISH (58-393) sank one
tanker. The remaining freighter sscaped under heavy wacort.

= 1500 -
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s SQUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

o
Aftar the strikes, and while departing the area, the THIRD

FLEET planes on 10 and 11 Jarmuary shot down seven planes, which includ-
od one dive bosber, two medium bombars, one fighter and thres reconnaissance

float planes.
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b pem, 12 January 1945,

| (7 SOUTH N CENTRAL PACTFIC (Cont'd.)
At—about B4l0 peme, 12 January, the THIRD FLEZT, under the
Comean

d of AMmiral Halsey, reported that attacks on ﬂ.ﬂIlI‘l'i' CRMANH BAY
; and the INDO-CHINA COAST were still sostinuing, Partial ﬂpnrr.n revaal
[ at least four snemy convoys were under attack, as well as individusl
units in the area. Twenty-five ships are reported surk, including one
EKatorl class OL, and several DD's and [E's. Thirtesn emmsy ships were
._______‘_t-ri.nu-ly damaged ., - o P P

Cver SATN, ensmy alr opposition consisted of eighteen planes,
of which ten were shot down., In saddition to the fighters, one medim
bambar was shot down,

Fifty sircraft were sighted at TAN SON MIUT (SAIGON AREA), and
r-t least eight ware destroyed.

At CRRMNH BAY and CUINHON; twenty seaplanes and flying boats
wore destroyed,

-
S Incomplete reports of the THIRD FLEET strikes on FORMOSA on 9
January indicate that a total of thirty-seven anemy planes were shot down
and alxty-one dmmaged. The-following shipplng was sunk or demsged;

=;'”_ : - Suink - Lamaged

1 large A0 3K

1 largs AK 5 large AX

2 sadium AK 3 medium AK

% small shipa 1 oo

1E small oraft 5 DE

a1 45 small ships
42 mmall eraft
104 demsged

Cur THIRD FLEET planea destroyed an sssunition dump at KEZLUNG
(northeast FORMOSA), two hangars st HEITO (south central FORMOSA) and
five locomotives, three tank cars and four freight cars loaded with trucks
in the FORMOSA strike, The following installations were damaged;

300 BAY, northeast coast FORMOSA Radar station
KEELUNG, northeast FORMOSA Chemical plant
EKARENED, west central coast PORMOSA Aluminus & nickel ssalter
TAIHAN, scuthwest FORMOSA Hangars and shops
HETTO0, south central PORMOSA Hangars and shops
E0BI, west central FORMOSA Hangars and shops
=1498=
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11 January;
10 Avengera hit YAP sirstrip with four tons of bomba,.

Corsairs struck enemy installations in the FALAU ISLANDS as
follows: & Corsaire sank 2 barges at HDRQH; & struck gun positions on
URUKTHAPEL with four tons; and 12 expleded an ssmunition dusp at BABEL-
THUAF. Cne plane and one pilot were lost, Two planes were damaged.

The submarips EECUNA (35-31%) has returned from a war patrol
and reports sinking two small enemy vessals for a total of 1,100 tons,

Regraded Unclassified
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Cospander Task Force 77 (Vige Admirel T. C. Kinkald) reported
on 11 Jaruary, that at dawn of that day tha Heinforcement Group arrived
in the LINGAYEN asssult ares. On 11 Jamaary, the group landed all units
of the 25th Infantry Division and RCT 158. Unfavorable surf sonditions
ptill continued to haspsrT the unloading., The advance by troopa ashors Waa
sti1l without opposition, except in ome or two localities whers only 1ight
oppesition was encountered,

During the day, snemy &ir sctivity was negligible.

Soveral convoys departed the LINGAYEN Area during the pight of
10 Jasuary and the day of 11 Jamuary. The fast convoy leaving on the
night of 10 January inaluded the dsmaged EITKUE BAY (CVE-T1)«

on the afterncon of 1l Jamuary, destroyers of Task Group 77.7
destroyed thres enemy amsunition dusps snd gtartad several large fires
m.runmamrﬁmum. located north of the LINGAYEN AREA. M
the same time, the destropers attacked betwesn 20 and 25 enemy barges and
one medium frelghter unloading at SAN FERNANID, and reported the barges
and ship either sunk oF damaged.

The Commander of the THIAD FLEET (Admiral Halsey) reported at
about 11100 Aame 12 January, that the INDO-CHINA area from SAIGON to
CAPE SAHOL (160 milea north of CAGAE BAY) was under sttack, and that
the attack was accomplished with mmplete surprise and eneny air opposi-
tion was negligible.

12 January, the ammandtion ship USS MAZAMA (E==7)
edo while at ancher in ULITHI. The torpedo ia believed

a midget sutmarins. There were no explosiona in
ﬂnuﬂtdhﬂﬂlw.huth.lmﬂl
flooded. The MAZAMA is not in danger. Ons man is

nnthln.i.lhtufi.lmr,?l'buh, operating out of LEYTE,
muwwwmmufcm.

The [ollowing air strikes in the SOUTH ard CENTRAL PACIFIC are
raported:

10 Japuary:

20 Marine Corsairs pombed NAURU, sttacking gan enplacements and
the power statdon.

19 Corsaira dropped ona=thousend pound bembs on tha bilvouas ares
st MILLE.

- 1496 =
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o ; tid

The submarine BARBERO (85-317) has returned from her sscand
mar patrol in the SOUTH CHINA SEA and reports as follows:

%ﬂun 2,700 tons ﬁﬁﬁ.m 5,000 toms

0 15,000 *
1 mediue AX oog "
Total " L]

=- 95 =
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Or the evening of 10 Jepvary, Comzander Task Force 77 {Vice Admiral
T. 0. Kinkaid) reported as follows: Landing operations in the LINGAYIEN
AREA were proceeding on schedule; troops were continuing to advance with —
very little opposition, except in one or two points where moderate enemy —
resistance was belng encountered. On the afternoon of 10 January, the
unloading of ships was being hampered by unfavorsble conditions in the
Gulf.

The LIKDAYEH afr strip wes used 10 January by a dosaped carrier
airgraft for & landing. During the day thore was almost no enemy adr
opposition.

On 10 Janusry, in the aftermoon, the transport DU FAGE (APi=-(1) was
dizared by o crash=diver. The deteils of the damage are not imomn but
it 1s suggested that they were not extensive and the ship was reported
ready to depart from the ares with a convoy the same night.

On 10 January, the transport Waft HUM (AP-168) sustained moderate
damage from & possible torpede. In addition, the destroyer ROETHSON
(DD=562) is reported to have suffered suparficial damage and the L3T's
925 and 1025, minor dommge.

During the night of 9 January, a large comvoy consisting ef LD
transport-type ships, & dameged CVE and the dampged eruisers AUSTRLIA,
COLIMEIA and LOUISVILIE, departed for rear areas. The convoy mas e8—
gorted by 12 DD's and DE'a.

On the night of 8-9 January, PT's eparsting in CORON BAY, sank cne
small snemy transport. CORCH BAY is on the southern coast BUSUANGA
ISLAND, sbout 50 miles southwest of WINDORO.

Fh.,'_ Jugwin s =5

Our submarines, operating in the FOMMOSR AMEA, report that 7 ships
in an 8-ship convoy have been sunk. The remaining enemy freighter managed
to escape with & heavy screen of a destroyer ond 8 amall escortas.

[EARBEND su R I ﬁ.u,. o SR 2 +<-‘-r_?—1.rf e Tty

Bty LA T T, _-? .-c.-.,...-.l_dr 'ﬂ-‘-—-jﬁw:_'
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L pem. 10 January 1945.

B’ SOUTH D CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'ds)

T Supplesenting the report of the attask on the USS COLORADO

| (BB=45), 1t is stated that the attack ocourred § Jenuary st T:00 p.m.

| Considerabls dazsage was done to the ship's AA fire contrel and personnel
connscted thersto. 8ix officers mnd twelve mnlisted men have been kill-
od with four officers and thirty men seriously wounded,

tn B January, 26 Liberators dropped bombs on TAD JIMA adr-
fislds. The results are reported as poor, The enemy's meager to moderate,
but accurate, A4 fire slightly wounded ome officer snd two plenes received

r damage.
61 : mwp

On 6 J , Bt 9130 p.m., At the mouth of the GULF OF SIAM,
'1“" U3\ BESUG0 (55-321) sank a large fully-laden enemy tanker.

- 1491 -
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- ont!

Before desm, 9 January, U, 8, troops landed from ships of the
TTH FLEET in the LINGAYEN and SAN FAILIAN Akreas of LUZON, the first wave
lending at 0937. Due to prelisinary surface and alr bombardment, little
opposition was offered by the enemy. By dusk of the gth, 68,500 trocps
wera ashore.

Ensmy air opposition on the 9th was comparatively light; how-
ever, the following ahips sustained dasago as follows: The COLOAADD
(BB=45), FMAS AUSTRALIA (CA), and COLUMEIA (C1~56) were hit by suicide
plames, (HMAS MISTRALIA has been atruck four times and the COLIMEIA
twice during the present operation.) Damsge to these ships was repori-
ed as extensive but not critieal,

During the evening of 8 January, & sulclde plana struck the
KITEUN BAT (CVE=T1). The ship was holed balow the waterline, has lost
power and is under tow for LINGAYEN.

The submarine PUFFER (585.268), opsrating in the EAST CHINA 3EA,
reports sinking five ships of & toan-ship comvoy.

on the night of 7=8 Jarmuary, USS LCI(G) 404 was attacked during
4 rain storm by enemy swismers in the FELELTU SEA. The ship was badly

damaged by & demolition charge sxploded under the starn by one of the
swimmera.

- W92 =
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o sa B 0 '

Final results of Task Force 38 strikes against LUZON 6 to 7
Jamuary have been reported as followa:

SARPACE CRAFT

ghot %ﬂ

Down on Oround Dasaged  Sunk/Destroyed — Damaged LOCATION
18 93 7 3 medium AK 1 large AK ( Morth snd
(Includes all previously 4 small coastal 3 medius AK northwast
reported in 9 a.m, susmary @ AK 9 amall coastal( coast of
7 January), 5 luggers : tu LirEN

g
15 small craft (

Ona locomotivae, fifteen freight cars, forty-six trucks, a
fuel dump and barracks ware destroyed mear ANGELES. Installations were
damaged in the CENTRAL LIZON Area.

Omn losses were reported as 15 combat and 30 operational.
25 pilots and & crewmen are missing.

Partial reports on the 9 January FORMOSA strikes have been
roceived from Cosmander THIRD Fleet, About 100 planes and much enemy
shipping was seen, 17 snemy alrcraft were destroyed and 17 were damag-
ed, Cur planes sank 14 ships and dasmaged 17 small ships, In addition,
cne large tanker was attacked and left burning of f TOSHIEM. Our combat
slr patrol shot down one snoopar,

No alr opposition was sncountered cver FOEMOSA. Weather prevent-
ad scheduled strikes against OKINAWA and MITAKD.

The USS COLIMEIA (CL-56) now reports that extensive damage waa
done by o suleids plane on & January, (See & p.m. sumaary 7 January).
An BOO kilogram bomb exploded in the magasine of WO, & turret. The ship
has six holes in her hull below the waterlirs, On 9 January, the
COLIMBIA was again struck by a suleids plane, resulting in sxtensive
damage forward, Personnel casunlties are "heavy®.

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADCHAANTERS OF THE CwMamoEm 1N Ciir
HAVY DEPARTMENT

# @ WASHINGTON 1, D, &
L
% 1_1-"'"
RRGRET

o
cﬁ" SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Cont'd,)

¥ denunry: (Contid,)

9 iwvengers dropped 8 tons of bombs on SOROL ISLAND,

The LA LEVIS L. DYCHE (7176 tona) has been reported sunk at

MTNDCRO on & January,

=14 50
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:ﬁﬁm 9 n.me 9 Jamaary 1945.

Comsnnder Task Group 77.2 (Vice Adsiral Oldender[) reports that
operstiona on 8 January procesded according to plan. Surface forces
besbarded objective areas sugscessfully. Ho damage to our forces was
reported.

atr and surfsce bombardsent was particulorly concentrated on
enamy stroag points on the ssstern coast of LINGATE GULF. Shore de-
fenses, warchouses, store homes, brldges, and railroad installatlons
were hit., Ammunition supply and fuel dunpe were destroyed Bt H0SARIO,
SAN FERNANDD, BAGUIC and LINGAYEN by =uy ing cireraft, Headquarters
at tha airfield st CAMP JOHH HAY (BAGUIO) were reported damaged, Har-
racka were dazaged at BAGUID and BIMALCIAN. A bridge at BAYAMHANG ws
glso damaged. Troops were noted mowing in the wicinity of LINGATEN
VILLAGE, but air reconnaissances located no signa of enemy troops moving
between SAll FERNANDC and RABON. Heawy eivilian traffic was noted froo

LINGAYS! toward MALASIGUI.

411 scheduled aress were swept by mineawespers with meager results.
Several [losting mines wers found, Undsrwater desmolition teams in the
20N FABLA! sector reported all beaches to have fira sand bottoms and to
ba sultable for landing. No mines or undervater chstacles wera ohperved.
Gome g=all ealiber punfire and mortar fire waa received,

Compander Task Force 78 (Vice idmiral Barbey) reporta that at
5155 p.o., 7 January, one enemy bosber dropped two bonks betwean some
15T1s without damage. The plane wes shot down during its retirement.
it 9:39 pom., 7 January, the right flank destroyers CHAILES AUSBURIE (DD-
70), BRADE (DD-630), SHAW (DD-373) and RUSSELL (DD-41h), ComDesiton 23
in command, intercepted and sank a HATSUHARU class (1400 tons) destroyer,
about 50 miles west southwest of MANILA BAY. llo damape was suffered by
our destroyers. o prisoners were taken.

Commander 3rd FLEET reports at 7155 8.ma, 7 January, that his
forces wore attacking FOIMCSA, ISUHIGART, LUIYANO snd DX IHATA .
Additionn]l air strikes have boen reported:
E ng;;
s fired & supply dump on BAESLTHUAF.

A 1
ﬁ%u strofed BABSLTHUAP and [RUXTHAFEL. 8 barges wers sunk
and a gos dusp hit,

Regraded Unclassified
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Comsander Tusk Foree T8 reports that at 6130 pum,, T Jaruary,
an epemy plans crashed LAr-912. Casualties were four dead snd four in-
Jured, At 8:00 a.m,, B January, the CALLOW &Y (APA=35) was hit on the
starboard aide asidships by mother suleide plane , resulting in minar
demage. Casualties were =ix desd and tem eritically injured,

It was further reported by CTF 78 that two enemy reconnadssance
planes were shot down at 5i40 a.m., B Jamary, by the night combat air
patrol,

Regraded Unclassified
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SOUTH AND_CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comtida)

The commander of Task Group T7.2, Rear Mmiral Oldendorf, has
reported the following additiomnal informaticn in conmection with operations
in the LINGAYEN AREA, Direct alr support from ow forces in the area show-
od increasingly good results over those obtained on & Jaruary. On 7
Jarmary, our planes sttasked the target area with bombs, rockets and
strafing, The aireraft struck at dusps, heavy guns, mobor convoys,
barracks, railrosd facilitiss, enemy surfage craft and troop movements,

We lost only one torpsdo plane during the day.

Rear Amiral T, E. Chandler died on 7 Jamuary as the result
of burma &nd injuries sustained when his flagship, the LOUISVIILE (CA-
28), was hit by a crash—diver on & January,

13T 749 and LST 450 are repcrted as being damaged by a suicide
bombar attack on 3 January,

FMAS AUSTRALIA was attacked twice on 8 January by Jap suicide
planes, ooe of which hit her on the portaide, The ship is boled near
the waterlines, her antisireraft battery only ome—third effectlive, and it
is necessary to steer from aft, The AUSTRALIA is able to carry out her
bombardment missions. This crulser was also damaged on & Jamary by &
sulzide bomber,

The destroyer DAVID W, TAYIOR (DD-551), reports mine damage
(afterncon sumary & January) as fellows: Explosion center on portaide
forward two to fowr fest above kesl; starboard side blown out in sase
vicinity; ship flooded between [rames 14 to 42 to second platform,
Sonar gear, pitometer log and fathometer ars incperative., The forward
five-inch guns are out of aligmment,

MmmmﬂﬂJm,H‘lﬁﬂliﬂnJm
freighter and two luggers nor theast of CEBU.

Additional sireraft strikes in the NORTH and CENTHAL PACIFIC
are reported:

5 Jamary:
Marine fighters destroyed a supply dump on BABELTHUAF .
£ Jamarys

Eight Corsairs strafed BABELTHUAF and destroyed a supply truck
arnd two boata.

Fiftesn Liberators dropped twenty-five tons of 100=pound bambe
on IWD JIMA., Results wers unob garved,

“1487=
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v Pafisy T Jonuary 1905,

SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Cantid)

follewing Infermetion has been recelved froa Task Group 77.2,
ir Admiral Oldendarf, covering the oparetions in the
for 6 Jonunry. The bostardrent has boen completed of both
LD and PCRO POINT. In addition the J L= 1G Area
vas 4lso bonbarded for half an hour. The bonbardeent covered deslmated
targets and storage areap. antlairoroft installctions snd 155 mm pun
posltiona were hit Ly our bombardoent force. Troop movements In the
IR Y=DAOLNG Area were [ired upan by cur forces,

During the bombardsent and upon retirecent [rom the bmbarduent area,
the eneny directed a hesvy and prolenpged attack apninst our force with
sulelde bazbers,

Ag Lhe pesildlt of the sulelde sttacks Lhe [ollowine additional shine
heve Leen dasmped or smmk:

ahi Sarape sustained

EMSEAPOLTS {Ch=34) Superficial ducage due to
suleids Loober noar miss,
Jome Enbtenmn oul.
Aoavlly dannged,
Suparlficfal dawmnrs,
avily damaqed,

o details,

Sunk,

APATHE [ATI=5T) Minor dasapes

Tre LOMG (GHS5=12) (Morning sussary 7 Jamuary) hos since bewmn peported
to have msunk as the repult of the dasage sustained from a cresh diver.

Thare 1o no additlonal Informatlon on personnel casunltles.

On 7 Jenuary at about 9300 p.m,, Took Group 77.2 peports Lhat very
slight air opposltlon was cncountered durlng the day. There were no
sttacks on the force until 6345 pem. when the PALMER ([M5=5) was bosbed
and punk by Japanose nireralt.

25 apldps have been damaged or sunk during tie omrrent LINGAYEN
operations up to Ti0l p.m., 7 Jopuarys

Regraded Unclassified




4 comincn rue
UNITED STATES FLEET
l\\\-l HEADTLAMTEME 037 THL CORMBMANDLR 1M CHIEF c-:,‘-
NAVY DEPARTMENT \B;)-

WASHINGTON LS. D, C-

CHET 9 a.m. T Jamuary 1945.
# SCUTH AND CEXTRAL FACIFIC (Cont'd

i carrler group under command of Rear Admiral Stump in the PRILIFFIIES
area, reports as followsi

At 5348 p.m., 5 Jamuary, the MANTLA BAY (CVE-61) wma struck bty 2 crash-
divers. Radio and radar equipsent was destroyed and damaps was mstsined to
sterring and electrical equipment. Ship is peported as possibly capable of
limited operation., 10 men were killed, 5 =issing, 25 are sariously woundsd
and 60 have odnor wounds, The SAVD ISLAND (CVE-7E) sustained dasage to her
antenna from ancther erash=diver. MNo personnel were injured.

A partinl report of 3rd FLEET alr strikes of & January, on LUZ0ON; in-
dicate that B eneny planes were shot down, 19 destroyed on the ground and

14 daraged,

One of our tesk units, on 1 January, at 9:30 a.m., landed on FAIS, LD
alles southeast of ULITHI. By 11:00 a.=.; 3 January, all enemy resistance
was ended. Our casualties ineluded 3 men dead, & slightly wounded, one
of ficer serioualy wounded and one officer slipghtly wounded.

On § Jammary, at 12:18 p.m., a SiIFAN-based plane sighted and attaclked
an eneamy aldget submarine two ailes southeast of CHMICHI JIMA. One of three
250 lb. bombe exploded close to the comning tower. The submerine was chasrved
to sink stern first and before shor batteries drove the attacking plane amy,
a large oil alick was semm on the water. The submarine was positively lden-
tified as Japanese and was estimated to be between 70 and B0 feet in length.

The submarine ASFD (55-309), reports sinking a crippled enemy tanker
south of FORIOSA,

=1485-
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Task Group T7.2, under the comuand of Hear Admiral Oldendorf, in the
LINGAYE! QULF AREA, has been under heavy attack by sulelds planes since
5130 pas,; 5 January.

At sbout 9300 p.mn., & January, Admirsl Oldendorf reported that 17
ships of his foree had been hit by crash-divers. 4t least 9 of the shipa
were severaly damaged and one sunk. 12 of the 17 ships were hit on 6 Jamuary.

The pressnt estimate of damage reported so far is as follows:
SHIP DAMAGE SUST: DIED FERSOMNEL CASUALTIES
MET MELTCO (BB=40) Bridge destroyed, all & officera, 26 men
communications out. dead, 130 injured,
16 eritical, 20

sarious. Captain R.

W. Fleming, dead.
Adedral Yeyler safe,

[ s

CALTFORNIA (HB-ii)
H.M.A.5, AUSTRALIA
LOVISVILLE (CA-28)

WALYE (DD=723)

A, ¥, SINBER (DD-492)

LOWRY (DD-T70)
O'BRIEN (DD-720)
R. P, LEARY (DD-56L)

LOG (DMS-12)
BEROCES (AFD-10)
ORCA [AVP=49)

Yo details.
Hit twice, no details,.

Hit twice, no details.

Damage after part of
bridge and CIC hit.
All guns on local con-—
trol.

Hit aft, after magasine
Il ooded,

No details.
Ho details.

Slight damage to both
forward guns.

Ho details. ;’-'."i", ik

No details.
No details.

=1iBL=

Rear Admiral T. E.
Chandler, pa
and seriously burned.

10 killed, 25 burned,

Captain eritleally
injured.

2 killed, 3 injured.

One man superficial
injuriea,
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& Pome 6 January 1945,

SOUTH AN CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd.)

On 5 January, CHICHI JIMA and HAMA JIMA, in the BONINS, and
g WO JIMA in the VOLCANOES, were bombarded by Pesk—Seewp-Sami—{fk*a O “ra.y
(Cnereis, CHESTER, PENSACOLA and SALT LASE CITY, plus 5 DD), under Rear Admiral
A. E. Smith, The task group, pricr to arrival in the bosbardsent area,
mot and sank one ensmy AK (length 260 feet), about forty miles wast
of HAHA JINA, The boambardment of CHICHI JIMA commenced aa schedulsd,
but poor visibllity rendered spotting impossible and the anchorage
at FUTAMI KD could mot be seen clesrly at sunrise, ST mwg; oar
gurface forces ceassdfirlng. At 7i49 a.m., the destroyer DAVID W.
TAYLOR (DD-551) probably hit a mine four miles west of FUTAII KD, Some
of the forward compartments of the ship wers flooded and four men wers
reported trapped. The TAYIOR left the area at 15 knote with the
destroyer FANNING (DD-385) ns an escort. Tha FANNING received one
10=inch hole forward about eix feet sbove the water line,

&0

L

Task Group 94.9 next conducted a bombardeent of HAHA JIMA as
follows: SALT LAKE CITY (CA-25) and two destroyers attacking HIGASHI
HARBOR on the northeast side of the island, while tho resainder of the
group bombarded OEKIMURA KD on the southwest side, During this bombard-
mant, firas were started. Vielbdlity was low and becass increasingly
worse, and at the end of one-half-hour was seroc.

At both CHICHI JIMA and HAHA JIMA, enly meager enamy shors
battery fire was encountered, i,

At 3100 p.me, oo 5 Jamuary, Task Group 9hs9 commenced firing
on TMO JIMA snd cessed firing at 4:40 pa. Viedbility was vnlisdted.
The orulsers concentrated main batteriss on coast defense and AA battery
positions, with the exception of ome crulser which fired cn the east
boat bamin for 20 minutes. The boat basin was left burning. During
the last half hour, the secondary batteries (5 inch/25) fired on air
ptrips and installations and started many small but good fires. The
dastroyers angaged foreshors targets and started an oll fire on the
porthwsst shore. No enesy shors battery fire encountered, except for
ona instance of light automatic fire.

Regraded Unclassified
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9 a.m, & January 1945

o '

@ SOUTH AD CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'ds)

& Location Installations
HEITO, TARSUI, scuthwest FORMOSA Ammunitlion dumpas
SHINSHOSHI Fusl dumps

/

The following installstions were dasaged:

Logation Installaticns

KEELUNG, north coast of FORMOSA Sub bass and dry dock
CEASEXT TAICHU Hangars and bulldings
ECBI, in western FORMOSA Alebhel plant
EDRYU, morthwestern FORMOSA Ammunition dusp
GARANGI POINT, southern tip of FORMOSA Radar station
CEAYAME, scuthwest FORMOSA Mreraft factory
TAITC, southeast coast of FORMOSA Factory and stores

porthern FORMOSA, near EEELUNG Sugar refinery & railroad
TATHOKU, socuthwest of KEELUNG Large warshouss (station

In addition, a forty-car oll train and ll-car passsnger train,
thres locomotives, five strest cars and seweral trucks were demaged in
the target sres. Rocket dmmage and strafing was directed at many installa-
ticns and bulldingas,

THIRD FLEET plane losses - 34, of which 17 were lost in combat,
17 pllots amd 2 crewsen are missing.

On 1 January, & reinforoed company of the 503rd Infantry was landed
at MAAIRAD on the northwest coast of MINIORO.

Mreraft strikes in the CENTHAL PACIFIC are reported as follows;

2 Jmusry

19 Corsairs bosbed and strafed snemy installstions on MALOELAF.

At about &:00 a.m., & Lightninge and 3 Liberators were over
INO JIMA and destroyed one snemy plane in the air. Ome of our pilots
was lost when a Lightning crashed during the approsch, The plane strafed
oil druss on the beach,

Betwesn 8136 m.m, end 1115 p.m., 43 Liberstors dropped 79 tona
of bosbe on I JIMA., Elsven snemy planss were damaged on the ground,

The submarine FLASHER has returned from her fifth war patral
aff the SOUTH CHINA COAST and reports the following slnkings:

= LBl




UNITED STATES FLEET
- HEADQUARTERS OF THE GOMULNDER 1N CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WABHINGTOMN I8, D. G

9 a.m. b January 1345.

[+ 'd

Cn 3 end & Jamaary, FORMDSA and OKINAWA JIMA wers struck by
carrisr=based planes of the THIRD Fleet, commanded by Adsiral Halsey.
Although adverss weather was sxperienced on both days, the following
dasage was inflicted:

ATRCRAFY SURFACE CRAFT

Shot = Dastroyed
Dow  on Growd Dmaged Suk/Destroyed Dazaged Location

30 Bl 220 1 large AK West of TANAD
2 West of TAKAD
1 medium AK KEELING
1 mmall AK FEELING
1PC Db
10 coastal AK "
11 small craft
1 Destroyer L
L OR n
é FC n
1 large land-
ing eraft (V) »
2 landing craft ®
2 large AK L
1l mediua AK Ll
Li small AK "
7 mmall eraft *
At OEAYAMA, in southwestern FORMOSA, ground allations ware

attacked and the following was destroyed;

11 loocomotives
4 tank cars
Several fredight cars and gas trucks
1 rallwey bridge over TANSUI RIVER railwsy staticn.

In sddition, the following installations were attacked and
destroyed elsewhere:

Lecation Installations
TANSUL TAIEN, northwestern FORMOSA Hangars
KARENKD docks at NDBEI, in western FORMOSA
15 miles anrth-m'nt KAGT Warehouses
Ly
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& & pols 5 January 1745,

SUTH A CRNIRAL PACIFIC (Cont'da)

0n 5 Jenuary, 1945, Task Growp 77,3, under commsnd of Hear
Adniral Berkey, was sttacked by sn enemy midget submarine seven miles
south of APQ ISLAND, AFO ISLAND is off the southesst tip of NEGRDS
ISLAKD, PHILIFPINES, HNo ships wera hit by the two torpedoes which
passed through the formation.

The destroyer TAYLOR (DD-458) sighted the sidget submarine,
remsed md depth charged it, The snemy submarine was reported probabe -
Ly destroyed, The TATLOR sustained miner dessge to her fairwater and
sound gear. The midget submarine was reparted to be spproximately &0
feet in llﬂcu!t

=179~
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MAVY DEPARTMENT
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TOP-SEGREY”
&
4 %

&
&
4 January:

16 Corsairs and & Avengers bombed and strafed BABELTHUAP bivouac areas
and power plant. One barge was destroyed and 2 Corsairs were damaged.
it e
The submarine KINGFISH reports sinking a Jap tanker and freighter in
the CENTRAL PFACIFIC, lo report of the exact tomnage has bea received.

9 a.n. 5 January 194L5.

SOUTH AND CENTRAL FACIFIC (Coent'd.)

=

=11478~

Regraded Unclassified



COMINGH FILE

UMNITED STATES FLEET
HEADGUAMTERS OF THE COMMANDER (N CHIEF
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# WABHINGTON 28, DL C.

P

$ n.ne 5 January 1905.

8
L/ @r{'“ o, SSUTH AD CHTUL PACIPIC (Cont'd,)

Task Group 77.2, under command of Reat Admiral CLEENDORF, vus atiacked
by Japfianes at 5120 p.m., 4 January, 2%}_:: southwest of ‘.:f.:.'lql'I:! ISLAND.
SaHTA L L8 Loeated mot of PAHAY.! The AR0AIZY DAY [Si5wilF) wao ‘seriously
hit. Larpe [ires resulted and she wang torpedosd and sunk by the destroyer
pad EURNS (llwedew), To-dste the survivors are 722 men and G8 officers, inglud-
ing the captain and the executive officer., | . i [

Carrier-baged planss of the Ird FLEZT, cooranded by Admiral Halsey,
apatin struch FOOMCSA and CHINATA on & January. Searches and small atrikes
mere cancelled at nosn because of bad weather. Hes:lts of the striies are
not yot available. Al .

g :

! : A—5130-pams ) L January; in th PTIES AREA, an ammunition ship
was erash-dived by a Nip plang aw up. / The name of the ammnitien ship
ip ot imowet this time. ThEAONADIOCE (GhePd located near the asmunitlion

:§ ship had one man k111ed and § wounded os a result of the exploslon and sus—

tained two lenks in ber hull, The leaks are under contral. The FEC0S (debede)
and the HALFMDON {hii=pd), both had near-misses due to dive bocbgrs and dhe
mAn the HALFMDOH was wounded. 3

- 2 Tt C:”;' L‘

Staflt" Early on 3 January, single ensdy plenes mre ovar SAIFAN,. Might fighters
shot down an ensmy medius bomber and a fighter before elther had reached the
bane,

On 3 January, enery planes destroyed one Ventura ab TACLOBAM, LEYTE.

At dawn, & January, 10 enemy planes struck the TACLOBAN air strip and
4’ destroyed § Venturas and 1 Iiberator and damaged 3 Venturas and 2 Liberators.

on the night of 2-3 January, UWINDCRC FT's covered a guccessful Aray land-
ing on MARINDUUE ISLAND, locmted northesst of MINDOROD, between MINDORC and
LUZCH.

VOROTAI FT's, on the night of 1-2 Jenuary, strafed enemy concentratlons
on HALMAMERA, northwest of NEVW GUINEA.

Adreraft strikes in the CENTRAL and SO0UTH FACIFIC are reperted as ) o

JAnUATY:

28 Corsairs and 9 Aveng era struclk BABELTHUAF with 11 tens of borhs.,
Erwpmunwhlmumntmﬂnminbutlmﬂngdutmm.

Reconnaissance planes strafed SONHSCROL and MERIR ISLANDS, southweat of
the PALAUS and damaged 7 barges.

14T
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9 a.ms L January 1945.

‘3\’ SOUTH AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Comt'ds)

o

The westher station at EAST MAUG ISLARD, in the merthern

MARTAMAS, was strusk by ope Mitchell, HResults of the rocket attack
wors nat obperved,

& Jamuary
Rota was strafed by four Corsalirs.

Forty Corsairs bombed and strafed BASELTHUAP supply dumpa
and sank a barge., One Corsalr was damaged.
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UNITED STATES FLEET
- HEADGUARTERS 0F THE COMMANEER (M CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON i3, B, G-

9 a.m, L January 1545.
| SUTH AKD CENTEAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The Commander of the SEVENTH Fleet reports that a U, 3, Haval
afficer escaped from the JAPS at CLONGAPO and is now with friendly forces.
The sscaped officer states that on 13 Decesbar 1,300 priscners of war
wore ezbarked on an enemy ship at MANILA, 350 of the prisoners died as
the result of over-crowding, While at OLONGAFD, the ship wan attacked
by our planes, the priscners were left con board and {ifty more were
killed as the result of the bembing, It was during the boshing that
the Naval officer escapad.

On the night of 31 December; PT boats from LEYTE attacked
and destroyed five enemy luggers and one motor launch anchored off
northern CERU,

On 1 January, a rifls company was landed without opposition
at BONGABONG, on the west coast of MINDORD.

On the night of 1 to 2 Jamuary, MINDORC sustained heavy soemy
air attacks, and one Liberty ship was hit and beached on BANIAGA HEEF.

At down on 3 January, & sineswesper group was attacked by
seven enemy dive bombers and two sesplanes ten miles southsast of
AIQUIJCR ISLAND, about twenty-five miles porth of MINDANAD. The enesy
planes caused minor damage, and two of the planes were shot down.

Mroraft strikes in the CENTRAL and SOUTH PACIFIC are repart-
od as followay

1 Jamarys

Two reconnalssancs Iibsrators dropped boshs on IRD JIMA adr
installatlons.

2 Jdanuaryy

HAHA JIMA was hit by 500-=pounders from twelve Liberators,
The results of the attack wers not obesrved.

WO JTMA was attacked by fourteen Liberators, which dropped
twenty-sight tons of bombs with good results, The Liberators ancoanter-
| od soderate, ascurnte AL fire; ome plane mustained sajor dasage snd five
| planes minor dasage.

=- 475 =
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WASHINGTON B2, D, €.

9 aaa, 3 Jamuary 1945,
r ~
D B g P '
39

| carrisr-based plenes of the THIRD FLEET, under Admiral Halsey,
strusk FORMOSA on the morning of 3 January. The operaticns were cancelled
| at 2900 peme, 3 January, because of unfavorable weather, which becsse
increasingly bad. At the sme time, fighters of the ssme force attacked
OKINANA JIMA In the NANSEI SHOTO ISLANDS. Results of the strikes are
| | mot yot avallable. o asit o plfelo eos 2o foiita

On the morrdng of 1 January, owr search planss destroyed s 50-
foot cabin boat at MIIIE and dropped ten depth charges on a building at
WOT.JE.

On 2 January, a reccnnalssance plane from SAIPAN strafed a
mediva freighter northeast of CHICHI JIMA. The AK was left burning and
belisved to be sinking. Enemy antismircraft fire killed the co-pllot
and wounded two other membera of the crew, The plane returned salely
to ite base.

At 12455 p.m., 2 January, a Jap reconnaisssnce plane was shot
dewm by our sireraft five miles northwest of MARPI POINT, SAIFMH,

The following strikes by our alreraft are reported:

1 January:

Twenty Corsairs dropped fifty-four 500=pound bombs on emesy
installations at WOTJE with four posaible direct hits. O(me plane recedv-
od minor damags.

2 Jamuary

Four Corsairs strafed installstions at ROTA. Eight Corsalrs
strafed a barge and two buildings at BABELTHUAF. Ten Avengers dropped
bombs on antisireraft positicns in T#P,

& Cote 44,
% P The submarine BASHAW (85-241) has returned from her feurth
H war patrol and reports damaging one sedium tanker (5,000 tons).

The submarine PAMPANITC (85-383) has returned froa her fourth

|  war patrel, having sunk one large fradghter (7,500 tons) and damaged
\ l one medium freighter (4,000 tons) and one large tanker (10,000 tons).

\

=i Ti-




A . UNITED STATES FLEET

TEME OF Tial % CHImr

k MAVY DEPARTMENT
2 WASHINGTON 13, D, C.

Cn 30 Decesber, a relnforced platoon equipped with a raday installa-
tion, landed near BULALACAD on the southeast corner of WINDMO.

On 1 Jdammry, 2 of our convoys wers under alr attack. One convoy
wes enproite from LEYTT to HOLLANDIA, and the other froa MINDCRD to LEYTE,
lio damape is reported to either conwoy.

The 11,3.5, FGRCUFDE (IX=-126), which was reported damaged at KINDCRO,
is now considered to be a total loss due to fire.

Cn thes night of 30 Deceaber, PT boats, operating frem (AMOC, destroyed
L sneny barpes on the northeast shore of CEBY and destroyed eneng supply
dumpas on PORO JSLAND, located in the CAUOTES SHA betwesn LEYTE and CEEU.

WROTAT PT's on 31 Decesber, attacked LABUHA on HALMAUERA, northwest
af HET GUIIEA.

Reconnalssance planes from LEYTE on 30 Docesber, destroyed four enecy
planes and left 5 small AK's burning east of FOENOSA, The planes alaso
strafed 25 amall ships in the sase nrea.

The MINDCED PT base was attacked cn 31 December by enemy alrcralt
and 8 of our perscnnel were killed and 156 wounded.

Additional strikes by aireraft are reported:
20 Decenbor:
2 Jap planes at LEDASFI airfisld were destroyed by Marine fighters

and an ammunition train was blown up and railroad yards were hit at [AGE,
in southeastern LIUZOH,

1 Jaruary:
AOTA and BABSLTHUAF were each hit by & Corsairs.

The submarine H.M.5. SPITEFUL, under our operational eontrol, returned
from a war pstral and peported the sinking of & 200-tem enemy coaster by
gunfire.

The submarine MINGO returned from her sixth wer patrol and reported
the sinking of a large Jap tanker (10,000 ton) and the damaping of o amall
escart wessel (1500 tom).

=Ly 73=
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mﬁlmtsy,_,_. 9 a.m, 1 January 1945,

? U"'" AND CENTRAL PACIFIC (Cont'd,)

The submarine RAZORBACK, o TEETol in Lhe PACARER, reports sink-

ing an enemy destroyer and one unidentified type; probably sinking a
tanker and damaging an unidentified ship.oi | Toruiwwa ;

The submarine GUAVIHA returned from her fourth war patrol in the
PACTIFIC, reports sinkings as follows:

One enemy transport (3800 tons) with assistance of Army air force.
One tanker (9500 tons).

Cne large cargo ship (7500 tons),.

One medium cargo ship (LOOO tons).

The total shipping destroyed waa 24,800 tons.

=172~
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9 a.m. 1 January 1945.

{ [SEVOORT '{-W-ﬁ now reports that sulcide plones wrieSebmpag,, Ll
camber, totally damolshed after firercom and after enginercom is
flooded. 22 men are ndssing and all other personnel have been trans-

ferred ashore. The ship is now anchored off SOUTHERN MINDORG,

(n the night of 28 December, our FT boats sank L loaded luggers off
MEGROS ISLAND,

The following air strikes are reported:
Decanber:
arine Corsairs strafed dockdng facilitiss at BABELTHUAP.

29 December:

9 Liberators dropped fragmentation bosbs on IO JIMA during the night.

28 Docesbar:

1 Liberstors dropped 28 tons of bomba on Mo. 1 and 2 Adirfislds at
I JIMA. Results were unobserved. 8 more Liberators hourly harsssed 1IN0
JILIA airfields froam 7300 p.=., 30 December, to 1:00 a.n., 31 Decanher,
Cloud cover mevented choervation of results.

Single Liberator borbed dispersal area at IU JDA. Results also wers
unchsaryed,

Search planes straled and bosbed seall boata ot MALEIAF, TOTJE and
JALUTT.

31 December:

19 Liberators hit airfield installations at I'D JIDA. Clowd cover
prevented cbservation of results. 3 rocket-carrying Witchells attacked
the BONINS and the EAZANS at night. A pousibll light cruiser ot CKTMRA XC
(HAHA JDUA) mas hit with 8 rockets, and & m=all cargo ship (1500-2500 tons)
was left smoking and dead in the water,

& Corsairs strafed AOTA. L more sank four launches at WOLEAIL.

6 ivengers dropped 3 tons on & bridge at TAP.

16 Corsairs strafed and bombed supply dumpe at BABELTHUAP. One Corsair
recelived damage.

-Un-
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