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O QUTGOIRG DISPATCHES PLEASE LEAYE a®0uT OME INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORL BLGINNING TEXT e

BECEIVED BY HAND FRCM BAD -

y 21
1. FURTHER TO MY 131841,% NC DIFFICULTY ANTICIPATED IN l:
DBTAINING TURKISH AGHEEIIEH.T TO PROPOSED PLAN IN PRINCIPLE

PARA 1| AND 111 OF CINCMED'S 291343, EXPECT ANSWERS  *7
TO THESE SHOATLY. :

2. CHARTING TuB WOTOR BOAT CAN BE POSTPONED UNTIL i
JHEY ARE ACTUALL GQUIRED., OFFICE ACCOMMODATION FOR i

N.C.5.0. ISTANBUL TOKEN RENT OF POUNDS TURKISH 53 PER
MCNTH WILL BE TAKEN MORE OR LESS CN HIS ARRIVAL.

3. WITH LIEUT TAYLOR AT CANNAKALE, CONCUR THAT NO qu.THER
ASSISTANCE 15 REQUIRED FOR 2 SHIPS ARRIVING 23RD JAN 18945,

4, AS REGARDS PCAT DUES, FURTHER ACTICN WILL BE TAKEN \'TITH
ABERICAN EMBASSY WHEN THEY RECEIVE INSTRUCTICNS TO TAKE =

ACTION. ADMY 140335 REFERS. ADMIRALTY PLEASE PASS TO :-r
ADMIRAL ARCHER AND BAD WASHINOTOM. FOLEM PLEASE PASS TO i

BLACK SEA GREECE AND CDR BTH FLEET AND SAC MEDITERRANEAN. !
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REQUEST YOUR COMMENTS ON FOLEM'S 292120 TO CINCMED AND =
ADMIRALTY OMLY, AND ON CINCMED'S 091343, i
2. CONVOYS PROCEEDING TO BLACK SEA WILL IN FIRST INSTANCE =

SREL o
COMPRISE ONLY US SHIPS AND. MIT ARE INFORMING US AUTHORITIES 07 4
FOLEM'S PROPOSAL THAT TURKS SHOULD BE ASKED TO REDUCE PORT DI'ES o
AT ISTANBUL FOR SHIFS IN CONVOY. IT IS POSSIBLE, HOMEVER, THAT >
SOME BRITISH SHIPS MAY BE INCLUDED LATER ON. bl
3. RUSSIANS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO COMPLETE PREPARATIONS FOR .
FOR RECEPTION OF COMVOYS BY 15TH JANUARY. ADMIRAL ARCHER 091021 !
NOT TO ALL REFERS. FIRST SAILING IS LIKELY TO BE 2 US SUGAR SHIPS 1)
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IS PROSPECT OF CONTINUOUS MOVEMENTS. IT IS NOT CONSIDERED WORTH 2
WHILE SENDING NCSO FOR THE 2 SHIPS MENTIONED IN PRECEDING PARA- &
GRAPH, ROUTEING OF WHICH CAN BE HAMDLED BY PRESENT ORGAMIZATION,
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THIS 18 TOP SECRET.
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TO THOSE PREVICUSLY LADE AVAILABLE OF WHICH 52 WiRE LCT. OF
THESE 2B AYE BLEN RETURNED WITH LST LEAVING 24, ADDITIONAL
15 MAKES 30 STILL AVAILABLE FOR ACLEASE., ASSUME THEREFCRE woU

WILL DESIRE ALL RETLANING LST T0 TARAY LCT YOUR

LET 506 STILL AGROUND LEGHORN WITH SALVAGE DOUBTFUL, WITH
20 U,5, LST TO REVAIN IN THEATER 18 T BE TRANSFERRED TO
BAITISH 18 OULY WILL T LREFORE REMAIN TO BE RETUPNED U, S,

PLEASE CONFIRM,
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- WAR DEPARTMENT -
~CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENYER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE
mnm—
URGENT

EYES ORLY FOR GENERAL MARSHALL

From: Allied Force Headgquarters, Caserta, Italy

To: War Depsrtmant
Tr: F 65814 9 Decembar 1G44

P 65814 W TOPSECRET, Cite HACG,
parascoal for Conera rshall for hia eyes only.

A message 1is being dispatched teday to Combined ‘ﬂ&Li
Chisfa of Staff prq;oqtingnggﬂﬂlﬁcz directive prohibiting 45—
furtber endlings American 2 _to Greek ports, This
masasge sent ol my suggeaticn in hope of cleering up unsat-
isfmctory altuntion nore. I poinmted out that while it im
undoratood that British were given free hand in Grescs,
unilateral dlpactives for military operations there have
slready deprived us of one parachute brigade urgently
requirad for Inmediste operation this theater, plus one
brigsde 46th Brifish Division. General Wilson ia nov
ra;juirad to furnlsh such additional reinforcements as oy
he naoesonTy.

Greece haes slready requested remainder of Y6th
Divisnicn. Remalnder this Division now being pulled out for
oot Lubt sbowld be avallable for latter stages of cowing
oparetlon, To pravant loass of this Divislon deeision just
takon to divert Yth Indisn Divieion to Greece in 1lisu of
rolisving S5th Dritish Division in Pelestine. This obviates
any immadiate affect on battle but mesrs 5th Division will
y ot elose this theater asply January as contemplated, If

highest lovel deecisiops ere not involved, recommend msssage
reverence L3TS be used an & vohicle to prevent furthesr
wveakening thila thenter at the moment we are about to

CH-IN-GLTT (3 Dec 4a) SamyiraeritD
L A
CorY No. / b 4
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
Bi-TATERE
B'G. 12356, Sov. 3.
HLH'HH .33 or Sec. 3.4

By RT, NARA, Date_«/, 3¢ P



WAR DEPARTMENT ..
!LAESEFIED MESSAGE CEMNvER

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

P v

URLENT

Paga 2,

From: Allied Force Headquarters, Caserta, Italy
Rr: F 55014 9 Deacember 1044

regume the battle, unleas concurred in by the Combined
Chiefs of Staff,

Hew aubject. Bﬂd veather ha delayed initisticn
coordinated attack vhich w \planna when British
bave bridgehosds over anu ar t to front I
satimates et upt at date Dﬂcemher “Fear British
unite will have 11 punch left by that time and in
effect, wa will h&v twp uncosrdinated efforts. Have
boaen gusu“ad Brit bave equivalent of five and ono
balf divisions & partlc te and that my feers are
un{oundsad, Hupd to see Alexander tomorrow,

End,
ACTION: Oen Bull
DECL 4,
INFO:  Gen Armold Joa e o0
Cofs -
N N
CH-IN-9177 {3 Dac 44) 21227 pa
CoPY No f:?
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
E.Ecusmngfc
12356, 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date :_.rg ifﬁ



NAVAL MESSAGE KAYY DEPART “TNT

URUFTER  P=OL EITINRON MM ADDRESLLS PRECEDINCE
- AETEMEK (*) MAILGPAM LODRETSEE !
ssou  COMINCH & CNO e lop op op oF .
FRIDRITE
BILEASED BY | E :
E BOUTINE :
g 1
pare 9 DEC 1944 ‘§| COMEIGHTHFLT | poreesen f
T
TOR EODERDOM | L e ! | = L
L]
DECODED Y E | | FRIDRITY 10
PARAFHRASED 3| / ROUTIE |,
H 2
- #
| & 4 DEFERATD 1
ROUTED BY
FNLL DISUAWISL DSIATID Tesh SRSPEN WILL 0S TRANIMITTEE WOTW GIVENMAD PRCCUDEMEL 44D A1 ADMISCSTRATIVE — 1.
IF DFERATIONAL
rafda =z EHECK BELO .
= 1| - | A
- — e ; =L
3 ; 1%
DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AMO TIME ATE TIME ﬂET.,ﬂ

«Lrﬂ" SHTGOME QIEREDCNEE FuRASD LINPD RBDST S0 IMEH LN (PATT BEPORT Rigmning l.-u| 1]

Hh
Hﬁh@ﬁmm?mmmmwmu.s,mﬂslﬁm n

a

MEDITERRANEAN TO TEE BRITISH X THIS TRANSFER CAN BE EFFECTED 2
g a5

IMUEDIATELY X sl 24
IN YOUR 091430 e

WITH REFERENCE T0O XOUR STATEMENT QUOTE POSITION OF CINCMED =

%

AND SACMED IS THAT WITHDRAWAL OF RESOURCES THOUGHT TO BE AVAILABLE an
a

DURING PROGRESS OF WAR OPERATION IS UNFORTUNATE UNQUOTE, THE QUOTE n

23

WAR UNQUOTE REFERRED TO DCES NOT APPEAR TO BE A WAR IN WHICH THE ]
s

URITED STATES IS PARTICIPATING X an
ar

UNLOADING OF U.S. LST'S NOW IN PROGRESS CAN DE COMPLETED X b ]

"

LEST'S LOADING ARE NOT TO MOVE FORWARD TO GHEEXK PORTS UNDER 4
= — 4

U.5. FLAG X 41
; . - i
i e 191 “

. EOD. 1 4

COPY TOi= ) A s SN and B8 wr OO P
ADMIRAL LEAFY OSD letter, May 8, 1872 a7

5 RHF, suss o MAY 281973 §
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MOST IMMEDIATE

From: FREEDOM sgd Wilson. Wi
To: British Chiefs of Staflf

Hptd: J3M Washington for U.S5, Chiefs of Staff.
Hr: FX 65767 %:ubar 1944
FX 65767. MEDCOS 216. TOP SEGRET

1. The situation in Greece has compelled me to
despatch additional British troopa to General Scoble to
snable him to carry out his tazk of maintaining lav and order.

2. I am therefore diverting to the Firasus 4th British
Divislion now Iin process nf embarkation for Middle East for
a nericd of rest, retralnlng and internal sscurity duties in
rellsf of Sth British Division whichon relief, was to be
moved to [tely in December/January completing 4th January.

3. This courss will involve the minioum interference
with the battle in Italy and reinforcement by a British
division will afford the best chance of withdrawing from
Greece 2nd Ferachute Brigade and 1 Br of 46th British
Division at the ecrliest moment. Of these formations, 2nd
Parachute Brigade was urgently wanted for operaticms in
connection with the forthcoming battle.46th Divislon is now
being pulled out of the line in Italy for a perliod of reat
and training. The absence of one of its brigades in Greece
will therafore have no immediate effect on the battle.

k. Should the situation develop still more favourably

CM-IN-11245 (11 Dec 44) . }.‘)ﬁ
o
s o 3
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From: FREEDOM sgd Wilson
Kre: FX 6576T. 9 Descember 1944

it will be possible to send on th British Division to Middls
Zast in due course and bring back Sth British Divielon to
Italy as presently planned. This would leave in Gresce the
original force conslisting of 4th Indian Division and 23rd
Armoured Brigade dismounted.

End.
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MOST IMMEDIATE

From: A. F. H. Q.
To: War Department
Nr: FX 56325 22 Fovember 1944

To Chisfs of 3taff, repeated: J. 5, M. Washington
for U. 8. Chiefs of Staff from A F.H.Q. signed Wilson.
Msg srl nbr 56326. This is MEDCOS 210

.-——l—d

1. Since the dispatch of MEDOOS 205 there have been
certain developments which radically effect the proposed gourse
of sction aset forth in paragraph 3 of that telegram. Thesa

are;

(A) The main weight of the Russian effort in
southeast Eurcpe has gone in even further morth than expected
and the Partisans having received little support from the
Russians have made but slow progreans westwards.

s (B) Largely as a result of {A) it now eppears
that the Germans may be able to extricate from Yugoslavia the
equivalont in personnel of some 12 Divisions. While these
troops will initially be -ﬂunrﬁnued and largely without
ma jor e;;uipmunt it se-ms certain that the enemy's line jolning
his Italian and Hungarian fronts will, by the time we should be
in a position to attack it, be substantially stronger than
had formerly been appreciated. In particular, he will un-
doubtedly be able materially to reinforce the Istrisn Penin-
sula and the projected operation against Fiume ia likely to
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prove more formidable undertaking than I originally expested.

(C) The decision to continue intensive oper-

ations by SHAEF throughout the winter calls for the exeraise
alsc of continuocus pressure on Keaselring if this theater is
to do 1ts utmost to contain the maximum enemy forces away

from

(D
vhich I ro)‘wru in Para 1 (C) of

the Westesrn Front at this decisive time.

The eritical lrtillurawgnniﬂt?t%n? to
03 W as or

& longer perlod than had previously besn expected and this
comblned with +he consideration under (C) above will mater-
1elly restrict offensive potentislities in this thestesr next

apr

2. I am convinced therefore that the proper courae

under my present directive ia to concentrate mYy Tressurces
primarily on the Battle in Italy. The following considera-
tions support this conelusion:-

(A) From the administrative point of view

it 1s possible to develop a weightier thrust more rapidly in
Italy than across the Adriatic, since the L of C is now well
developed behind AAl, but would require to be developed al-

most from scrateh on the Dalmetion ccast.
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(B) The grouping of the Germsn foress in this
theater, dlsposed as they are on interiocr lines, o led with
the llufr of sufficient ammunition to undertake & pro onged
offensive at intense rates of fire, rules out the E“lmn“
of simultanecus major operations on both sides of the Adriatic
vith any good prospect of success. These are also precluded
by the time factor and the necessity for sustained pressure
on Kesselring in conformity with SHAEF's operaticns,

3. Accordingly, I propose to direct General Alexander,
after the capture of Bologna, to exploit to the limit of his 2
resources with the object of destroying or containing the
maxirum enewy forces in Italy. I would point out, however,
that initiel failure to capture Bologna will necessitate a
pause. If during this pause the enemy starts to withdraw T
will of course resume the offensive to the maximum extsnt
posaible to prevent the dispatch of Divisicns to other theaters,
At the seme time I propose to rontaln the maximum number of
Oerman formations in northwest Yugoslavia by creating threat
agross the Adriatic:

A) By providing supporting arms to bufld up
the strength o£ z.h- Partisane in that area.

(B) By affording the Partisans the maximum
air support, and
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(C) By deception methods. To effest these
objects I propose to establish across the Adriatic an eir
base for the operation of Fighter Bomber Z2quadrons, together
vith such 1light forces, artillery, armor and administrative
resources as can be spared without serious predudice to the
continuance of the ulfnign in Italy. This will have the
added advantage of facilitating the transfer of forces across
the Adristic, should this course later commend iteelf.

5. The sbandonment of the flnnur movement suggeated
in Para. 2 of MEDOOS 205 will, in view of the terrain con-
aiderstions referred to in that paragraph, render the effective
destruction of Kesselring's force diffipult, particularly if
he atarte his withdrawal in good time. To confine ma jor
operations to Italy does, however, make it posaible to attack
Eeespelring in the greatest atr h at the most suitable
moment in gconformity with opersticns in other theaters.

This appears to me the only course vhich offers ressoneble
prospects of preventing Kesselring from withdrawing formaticns
to roinforce other fromts.

S On the other hand, by the end of this year the
enemy will be faced with the necessity of holding & very
long fromt, from the high Tatra to the Fo or the Adige, which
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he will in any event be severely stretched to hold in the

face of the grestly superior strangth of the Russisn and Allied
forces opposing him, The posaibility that Trans-Adriatio
operaticns may later be desirable to explolt a veakness 1o this
line cannot therefore be ruled out. The rapid transfer of
Diviesions scrose the Adristis will require the provision of

the assault shipping indicated in Para 6 of MEDCOS 205, 1
recognize, hovever, that there may be other urgent demands

on the United States mssault shi ing at present in this theater.
If 1t 1s considered undesirable that T should retain my present
assault resources against what at this stage can only be ra-
garded &s a contingenoy, I would urge:

; (A) That equivalent British amphibious rescurces
may be made availlable to me in good time if trans-Adriatic
operstions later become desirable,

(B) That I be permitted in any svent to retain
in the theater suffiolent mmphibious 11ft to enable me to
continue landing forces to support the Yugoslav Partisans,
to enable LFA to undertake harrassing operations in the
northern Adriatic, end to launch minor operations in the
fegean. In addition, 1t may well be desirable to make an
end run on & brigade group scele in support of AAIs operations.
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While I should much prefer to retain my present
&spault resources whigh Bive me an important degree of
flexibllity, i1f mwy allocation is to be restricted to the
requirements stated in Para (B) above, I estimate that I
could release landing ships and eraft to the order of 20
12T, 40 1CI and 15 LOT. These numbers are in addition to
the landing ships and oraft already offered for release in
MEDCO2 205, some of which have already been withdrawn.

6. I therefore suggest:

(A) That the proposals outlined in Para 3 above
be approved as @ basis for action subsequent to the December
offensive.

(B) That the amphibious rescurpes asked for
in Para 6 of MEDCO2 205 be allowed to remain under my control
until it becomes clear that trans-Adriatic operationa will
in no circumstances be called for.

T.0.0. 221927
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