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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING HESSAGE

moca1 . iy 1048

From: Cairo
To: AgWar

Fo. 52 ANSNE June 30,1942

Adreraft of United m- Middle East Air
Forces Eh successfully at -ﬂ! installations
during ‘aight of June thirtieth at m
ousberous fires. For Marshall ﬁ‘ﬁ
Beavy anti airecraft arti m ?
aircraft were encountered. ions ome LS
our airplanes is missing.

Haxwell : ",.. .
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER ’

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Teheran
To: NMilid
Fo. 75, June 30, 1942"

British 10th Army comsander Quinn and Boviet trams
h-:um“mmrﬂhgut “"ﬁ}:m
preliminary talk om laboration no spec ph-
envolved. MNeeting is first one since my arrival and
infer given me personally that -Hltu-‘l ones will take

place ummmqundﬂuriuh:mr
num defeat in Egypt.

Ondrick

* ACTION COPY: G-3 3L -
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- SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE &7, 0.

DECLASSIAED
EO. 11652, Sec. 3(F) and 5D) or (E)

To: Agwar 08D letter, Moy 8, 1072
RHP, nans 20 3?3
Fo. 50, Amsme, June 30th, 1943. o HEED

Fellers believes only thing which would save
situation is for the British to fly in one thou-
cand bombers bringing with them antitank guns.
Fellers opinion is unless air, artillery and anti
innk reinforcements arrive at once Rommels cap-
:.hill.:::- are Alexandria by July one, Cairo by

¥ .

« - From Maxwell to Marshall Rommel is not as
briiliant as his victory indicates. Hay twenty
nine he was trapped in Csuldron Area, should have
been destroyed. 8See Military Attache cable one one
five six. However throughout campaign British have
fought Axls Laaks with their infantry, have fought
Axis anti tank guns with tanks. Axis has been able
to use his tanks against British infentry, his anti
tank guns against Eritish tanks Maxwells comment is
that suggested plan for bringing in anti tank’ .
ia not practicable and that Fellers estimate

speed of advance is too high and his commenis on how
Tritish have fought are interesting but do not mean
very much in view of fact that Axis has always lgad
‘the initiative during this campafin.

§3, /1% 130,730, 1:#19’“'““11-
i :

Yote: 1156 (CM-IN-7051-7266-7158-7144-and 7184
June 1943) G-2,

From: Cairo

Action Copy: G-2 ﬁ'f.
10f6 J Copisey QPD, A-2, CG AFF, CGGN, TAG, Log, File.
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& SECRET &

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

‘“'" 214 INCOMING MESSAGE :‘.‘E w

PRIORITY

From: Cairo ' |
To: Comsanding General Army Air Forces Washington

Unoumbered June 30, 1942

tﬂ.lt wt .tm.l‘. time.
Three -&_m tlﬂﬂnl
mu- naught one three naught

tonmu-nuunmu-mmmtl
with seven British Liberators.
Ir bomb same a8 yesterday large explosions
weras fires started. muu over
Tobruk was light but on outward trip one B twenty
four D was attacked by RA- ﬂuﬂﬂu as JU eight
eight at tem thoussnd feet off Alexsndria. Crew
claims pumerous hits on EA which retired. Five i
Halpro sircraft started one returned account failure
of propellor controls mnummuﬂmﬂ
Halverson copy !u-:l‘.‘d

#

Brereton
Action Copy: OPD BECLASSITED
EO. 11664, Soc. 3(E) and 5D) or (B)
Info. Copies: t: OSD letter, May 8, 1973
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

ried "PNGOMING MESSAGE:,z:; ieee

From: Lisbor
To: Wilid Washington DC

Fo. 402 June 30, 19432

Total coll in t llr rmlt in
loss of all Middle East of Turkey to
Axig envelopment o:l.' ‘Caucasus lurttliu up of
Mediterranean Axis occupation of all North
Afriea and Iberian Peninsula and pmlhlr Japanese
attack against for eastern Red Army.

Shipp

Action Copy: G-2-&) €

Info, Coples: OFD
A-2 ;
CG AAF
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File
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MAVAL MESSAGE } NAYY DEPARTMEI |
DRAFTEN 5&" . EXTERTION MUMMER ADOREISEEY —m(
- E CPNAY s
RELEASED, EONTINE

1 7 ] PR
o 1725
Tk CODIRGOM {,n T PRIGRITY
VR N —TRTREY
JARUNRME XY
INDICATE Y ASTERSSK ADDATESEET FOM WHICH ML DELIVEWY 13 LATISFACTORY,

LT XELLY 291540 HOR AQ35

FILL /N DATE AND TieL BET

TErT Ly e =] Fi

CRITICAL AND OUTCOME DOUSTFUL. LOYALTY EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT
AND NATIVES TO BRITISH AUTHORITY REPORTED DOUBTFUL 1M
EVENT AX18 FORCES CONT!NUE ADVANCE, HIGHLY REL IABLE INFOR-
MANT (REPEAT HiGHLY RELIASLE) ADVISED THAT ON JUNE 25
EGYPTIAN ARMY LEADERS HELD SECRET MEETIHG IN CAIRO AND
DEGIDED 1% EVENT AX1S FORCES CAPTURE #MER SAMATRUH EGYPT-
TAN ARMY WOULD REVOLY AGA!NST BRITISH DOMINATION AND LINE
UP niITH AXIB IN ORDER SAYE EGYPT.

QUEEK EL1ZABETH TRANSITED CANAL THIS DATE REPORTEDLY BOUND
PORT SUDAM. FOLLOFING WM SHIPS WERE ANCHORED SUEZ BAY AND
ARE EBCORTING: PAKENNAM,HAPIER,PALADIN.

FOLLO®WING HE 3HIP3S PRESENTLY ANCHORED SUEZ: BIRMINCHAM,
COVENTRY,ROBERTS ARKD GREEK I1ERAYAMD SPETSAIL.

FOLLOWING U8 MERCHAMT SHIP3 SUEZ: LDUISBE T.YF.E.E, EDWIN
CHRISTENSON, SUSAK LUCKENBACH.  Zo.y., .

Maka original saly. Dallver to communleation waich oficer i person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS )
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MWAYAL MESSAGE MAYY DEPARTMEI
DRAFTER EXTERIION HUBBER ADDRESSEES
ROUTINE
RELEASED Y 3
DEERRLD
DATE
TON CODINOCM E PRIGAITY
SOUTINE
CECODED N
DEFERRED
PARAPKRASED Y )
INDICATE #Y ASTERIK ACORESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERT 1§ SATISFACTORY,
PAGE 2 OF 294947 NCR 43195
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDIZATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED MRECEDENCE
QRIGINATOR FILL 1N DATE AND TIME DATE TIME BLT

wn  SUSAN DWMAGED UNABLE PROCEED SEA PENDING REPAIRS, WEST
WADABETAT ISMAIL1A, LEMA LUCKENBACH ARRIVED PODAY PORT
SAID SOUND US, FLOURSPAR ARRIVED DUE TRANSIT CANAL 2f
FORD 15 CHARGE ALEXAKDRIA EYE QUESTION ADVIBABILITY THIS
UNDER PRESEMT CIRCUMSTANCES.
/|REL1ABLE INFORMATION EFFEGT KO PRCY!S10K BLOCKADE CANAL
[event sucesss axis Forces.

COMMANDER THOMAS ¥V COOPER USN
HAVAL ATTACHE AND NAVAL ATTACHE FOR AIR

1 J— ey

RECORD COPW:CCMINCH...F~ 3?” «CHO...NAVA]D...2{0P...FILE.
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WAYVAL MESSAGE
nRATER "EXTENEIGN WUMELR ADORLISENS
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CCOPER, CAIRO

Fuge g mA'
BOTENG
RELEASED BY R =
— 29 JUNE 1942 w2 1| A Kl _n:m:nn L
TOR CODERDOM _222?!2?“" F: FRIDRITT
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IWDICATE BY ASTERIEN ADOUNEIIEES FON WHICH MUL DILIVIEY |5 SATISFACTORT.

GARTH 291699 NCR 3816
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W4 00

ONLY FOA JFFICERS OF NECESEARY HIGH LEVEL:

QUEEN ELIZABETH CLEARED SUEZ ABOUT NOOM. AXIS PLANES
DROPPED WIHES HARBOR ALENANDRIA NIGHT 28TH AND 29TH. 41JTH
CORPS, JTH ARMY ATTEMPTINC FICHT WAY OUT OF ENCIRCLEMENT.
BATTLE PROCRESZING, DECISION NOT YET REACHED.

i o omuvalt LibTary
DECLes i iED
JOD ih. 52009 (9/21/68)

sate- DEC 27 9m

Bipnature= Wj

DISTRIBUTHON:
ACTIOH: CQUINCHL.eo
16&-52&.--3@.-.““-.-9;5?—

2916§@ NCR 3846
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SEGRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

3 Boza INCOMING MESSAGE.

FILED 1605/30 June 30, 1942
BVC 1218 P. M

PRIORITY
From: Cairo
To: _ungmn
Army Air

Ynnumbered June 29, 1942 From 242 Wing

Iught t naught naught twenty ninth
instant lf:ouh-lﬁurphm and six liberators

nttlﬂﬂ Tobruk installations at maught one
three naught to naught one five five local time
. Loads were nine British five
bnndred pound GP bombs each with tailfusing only.
Operation was in timed cooperation with and as unr
!ucr I'-:l.untu*- squadron laying mines.
] ppro: ely m:t mt

wults were achleved hc !h‘ﬂ ltlrt-d
in docking and m u.-u Antiaircraft
tion over this objective has notably increased h-n
heavy batteries reaching our average altitude t'rn'l::r
thousand feet with fair accurscy. A night £
attack was made on one of our air planes at this
altitude which drove it off reporting tracers meen
to bit fuse gage. A Liberator at lower altitude had
cne killed and severe damage to aircraft in fighter
attack with -5 !nh-h- nnu was ob-
nerved south lu-p
fires were m mm for Innu copy to
Groeral Maxwell.

- Braraton
Actioa Copy: OFD :
Inf ¥ I ﬂm o(E ’“’J‘B{m‘m w3
o. Coples: I-I “m St 1w-:;:‘€ﬂjp 3l
p;ﬂ\!'f
_ aniu g 39 b «s ‘j‘ﬂ”l S
42 “18. JOUHNAL MQ.
3 A 199 JUN30'42
Cii-IN-10012 (6/30/43) PN 5:38
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CONFIDENTIAL <

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

wB31 CSWD
Filed 0835/30 June 30, 1943
RMC 6:08 AN

From: Cairo

To: Agwar

No 42 Amsme, June 29, 19432

Units of American Air Forces operating from bases
in Middle East successfully attacked Tobruck during the night
of June twenty eight. For Marshall and Arnold from Brereton.
The results the attack were not seen. Ineffective
anti aireraft fire received and no enemy aireraft were encoun-
tered. All our aircraft and personnel returned safely to
our bases.

Maxwell

¥ ®
Y e 2 £.0. 1105% 8 ) wod T:::
SES ogp Jettes, MeY ¥ 1973
5 . gy BEE, RAES MIS. JOURNAL NO.
TR
CH-IN-9857  (6/30/42) 7:35 a.a. n7e
NSO
23

~SONFIDENTIA——  cOPY No.
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

wBl cswp
Filed 2315/29 June 30, 1942
RMC : 3:03 AN

From: Cairo

To: Agwar

No 44 ANSNE, Juve 2D, 1942

xmmmmmm-mtmmr

acknowledged. For Marshall from Brereton. In
this connection however British have two full squadrons of
“Ntnllulnﬁllﬂnﬁtmmﬂhn_lrfm

Budson aircraft available. British can make extremely

i:zl‘ R ‘l‘llﬂll use of Hudson aireraft and in view of litiltlu

urgently recommend that Light Bombardment Squadron twenty

i3 w _scheduled to leave June twenty six from
(D :h‘_ tﬂhﬂiﬂh‘ﬂlﬂ.‘hﬂ Ehartoum to British
Cﬁ,VH) ‘h ;;:Emhmlt-mu—-
Pl wia destination. Partic-
ularly M Bet oty th"rﬂtﬂtiilﬂl .
'-Ilﬂ'l invo are pursuititrained
personnel Mfﬂfuxt:hiﬂlutﬂtﬂtﬂﬂm

Maxwell concurs.

FOOTNOTE: # 1184 is CN-OUT-7318 (lmm: opPD W "4"’"“

ACTION: OPD FLU.G‘
DECLASSFIED x
EO. 11652, Sec. 8(Ey and §(D) or (B)
OBD letter, May 0, 1972
73 sl JOUENAL NO

w m s FERLEE 05e

mro corrif3b-£, 28,8 aar, Tac, e :
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT -
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

M uws  INCOMING MESSAGE . 1
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Cevianns : A a-r{#ab‘-
q RAF SO
Info. Copies: G-3
CG AAF

DERLASSIED

R.0. 11652, See. 3B and D) o B
08D letter, Moy 51072
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B RHP, nass
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

{14 2210/20 INCOMING MESSAGE

i

8, 1842,
. M.

g

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Fo. 38, Amsme, June 20th, 18942.
B-20 -'_;
dash tweniy series airplanes are urgently uired
this theatre for direct support. For Marshall and Arncld
¥ from Brereton. Extreme shortage exists and losses rapidly
Dw_-(_ reducing few aveilable to nil. In conference this day
dwjv‘\- with Jedder of RAF and others, between available United
%) States and British perscnnel, can easily crew and maintain
-T-' type aircraft. B8hinlel at Basra advises approximately one
;’f hundred A dash twenty now Basra for Russiane of which twenty
five are operationally fit now. Thie only available source
of A dash twenty this theate and ¥lddle East. Recoamend
immediate diversion these hundred aireraft to United States
Air Forces Middle East. Situatiom critical . for this type
airplane as well as others. Foregoing drafted by Brereton
and Mnxwell requests immediate favorable action.

Maxwall
£0. 11862, Sec. 3E) wnd 6(0) o B9
18
Action Copy: OPD 08D etter, May & 17 1973
j RS
Info. Copies: G-2 = B5
;’m
TAG ' il JOURNAL NO.
2 247
N-1N-9738 (6/29/42) 10:13 M .
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crc 08
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SECRET

73 WAR DEPARTMENT
go. 43 Amsme frbASSIFISDLMEFIAGE SRNTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

It will take three or four days to prepare final
dafensive line now proposed at Alamein for normal efense
agsinst Infantry mttack. The Terrain in front of this line
is ideal for mass employment of Armored units so no matter
what preparstions are made in next three or four days the
German armordd attack can only be stopped with air, saatitank

and armored units, If more air and tanks are not
:mmhlud in a day or so am convinced middle Bast will be
lost. :

L. A. D, Maintenance has been so comstantly on move to
keep ahead of Rommels advance that tank repair is not up

to expectation, Amount of air working om enemy ground

troops is pitifully small. Artillery and anti tank gun losses
in campaign leaves little on hand of Infantry unkts to meet
Armored attack. Air and lots of it very promto is of

vital importance, Bigned Scott " Consider this excellent
estimate at time made but situation changing rapidly and
getting worse. ;

d,,}( W | Maxwell

DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 11852, Boc. 3(F) and WD) or (E)
Actlon Copy: OPD 08D lstier, May 3, 1872

I
Info. Copies: n—: B RHP; mans /3
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CG AAF
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File
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER CSWD
June 29, 1042
A

INCOMING MESSAGE &+

From: Lomdon
To: Milid

No. 2903, Jume 29, 1042,

First news Egyptian situation received since
our cable twenty seventh covers only operations on
tventyseventh and summarized as follows: By morn-
ing twentyseventh main axis forces were in Sidi Hamsa
desgh Minguar area between fifteen and twenty miles
south of Matruh where they w all day by Brit
eighth . Brit infantry enemys -lznrd
li'unu.mh Brit armored and motorized forces op
erated further west against enemy - southern flank,

 Comment: While details still lacking there is
no repeat no doubt that Rommels general movement eastward
and southeastward remains unchecked and Brit forces from
Matruh area are withdrawing to & new position just west
of Fuka.

While present lack of detailed information prevents
any definite opinion on Brit chances stopping Rommel at Old
Wavell defence line which Brit now hold it does seem
definitely doubtful if Brit now have available either the
tanks or antitank guns either in numbers om in weight to
meet and hold much less defeat Rommels available tanks
and guns plus his freedom of maneuver,

/o627  Oreenvell

Footnote: Cable 27th No. 2896 (CM-IN-8960 6-27) G-2
Report on Egyptian Cempaign.
Action Copy: G-2 A
Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, TAG, LOG, File mmm
CM-IN-9857 (6-290-42) AM 10:35

miisbﬂ.sﬂ-m"dm'm - 078
OSD letter, May 8 1972 2
e 200 ttey
COPY No.
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

“1" *INCOMING MESSAGE e 2. 106

From: Cairo
To: Eili4 Wu

No. 1178 June 28, 1842

: Bituation in is unsatisfactory,
u::? life u very hard for ninety
tuq in mu!: wages
are low, than
normal. -hm on Delta first

Action Copy: G-2 3E
Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, TAG, LOG, FILE

m““m#m
£O. 11682, S say & 1918 'ﬂ]a
Q8D letien:
\- REF, HATS
T
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T
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

:'?.u «t 20422 INCOMING MESSAGE E':gi 1943

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Vashington
Fo. 33 AMSME, June 28, 1042

Your eleven sixty have created an armored force
detachment consisting of sll tank destroyer command personnel
and armored force personnel this theatre except General
Scott and his aide. From Maxwell to Marshall Lt Colone}

L H Ham naught one six eij four eight commanding. Chall
employ detachment and force specialists due to arrive
to instruct British personnel and assist them in maintenance
American equipment. Lt Colonel B P Purdue naught one six ome
four uucﬂlmﬂmtﬂmltn;mlmunm i
East vice -Inmmtm--uu-mmm.

FOOTNOTE: 1160 is CM-OUT-6713 (6/20/42) OFD, Armored
force personnel to be held in middle east.

POLASFED .
EO. 11652, See. 5(E) and (D) o B
OSD lottes, May § 1972

» BHP, nass

ACTION: OPp 73

INFO COPIEB: G-2, A-2, CG AAF BOS, TAG, G-4, LOG, FILE, CGGR

JOUBNAL HOQ.
CN-1N-0480 (6/26/42) 12:31 AN .
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"PRIORITY

i

Axis sent columns * _I Barrani, established Head
quarters of African Corps at Maktilla. - ’
Night twenty five-twenty six Jume fifteenth Panzer
Pivision hulm’ﬁﬂ point six seven zero dash three four
‘m;:rmtm::um ' nt"ii um 1)
Eero; six si: da®
three tvo mero; Trieste Division with one a1 ;‘E"u.
transport reached point six two sero dash three four smero;
Littoria Division with two thousand motor t
- Unit Mnlﬂlﬂt ix mero dash
ance rea six dash
five five. There was ~om the coas ﬂlm 241~
teen hundred motor tramsport opposed by sixty ninth Inc
Brigade. Between two and three thousand motor tranaport
were noted at sixty seven thirty four . Apparently
Axis carrving supplies wi it.

British fifteenth, Indian tenth Divisions hold Matruh
Fortress; Freyburgs New Zealand Division, fourth and twenty

second armored brigades both considerable under strength,
extend some ten miles South and West of Matruh.

:
:

B0, 11652, Beo. 8(F) and 6D) or (R . {
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From Cairo to Agwar 2
June 37, 1842 No. ﬂﬂ'ﬂ‘

June twenty six Rommels leading elements drove in
British covering ln-. His dispositions indicate an

-anut u htnl He may attack l.uﬁ!':itt
air h hope of ?. Brit-
m committed t make a wide

-u 'l: ncl Brit r—nh the sea, cut off their

ions, force th- fight in two directioms.
mmmmmnwlymniufumrn
days. Inference is they are preparing fof :ttul:.

' 4l.lpnl1t1 ;

tad. lhth;lupnutiu mum might
ﬂl’“thlﬂhllﬂﬂrhlulﬂl“!ﬂh_
-miles further east so mas to force an attack on Eatruh

or to force Rommel to containing forces about the
fortrees before main batt joined. British have re-
caived some ten thousand troops.

In the battle which is sure to come within few days
outcome depends almost entirely upon Freyburgs Division
and air support. New Zealand Division is by far best fight-
ing unit in Middle East. Freyburg is a very leader of
men, possessed of tremendous courage and .
My personal opinion is New Zealanders are or to Ger-
man nineteenth light. British tank support will be
inferior to that which Panser and Ariete Divisions will
gtn ninetieth Light Division; RAF close support of land
orces is likely to be inferior to that offered to ninetieth
light by German Air Force.

L
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From Cairo to Agwar No. Ansme 25
June 27, 1842 : Page 3

During campaign which began in November nineteea forty
one Axis moved rapidly !n- mm Frontier to Agheila,

in of u-lhu fort moved rapidly back to Gez-
lllm present campai me won a brilliant
victory th moved rllhll ﬂ.lt:r miles to
‘tnh nbility of Axis l -
=aint
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From: London
To: Milid EO. 11662, Soc. 3(F) and 5(D) = ':._

02D letter, May 8, 1972

No.. 2896 June 27,1942 i RHP, wass oon o1

All official reports from Egypt much delayed reaching
London and nothing received to noon date shows' that Axis
main body had then reached or attacked Brit defended pomitions
Last report dated twenty sixth received here thie A M showed
Axis forward troops then fifteen miles southwest of Matruh.

Enemy main bodies advancing in three colums on a
front stretch from coast road to Bir Kanayis and last
:!:I::: had reached general line of the Matruh-S8iwa Dusert

~ British motorized colums and armored cars had:heen
delaying enemys advance on his southern flank an rapeat
no Brit main bodies had to then been engaged.

WO information is that wops are prepared to repair and

e
on o ra ]

tvo or :{non:l-u that of wops. Bince fall Tobruk Axis has
had undisturbed opportunity to restore their tanks there-
fore present slowness Axis advance may be some degree due to
desire evey possible tank as well as to stremgthen supply
position before committing selves to sttack. Also probable
Advance air fields for close support airecraft being prepared

before attack.
Greenwell
Action Copy: G-2
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar -
Ko 39 Amsme, June 27, 1942

General Ritchie arrived in Cairo June twenty seven.
General Auchinleck is reported as now in the field and in
active command of Bighth Army. General Lumsden is now

corps
directly to Auchinleck. Matruh will mot be defended as a
fortress and Auchinleck not plan to be caught there
his troops were in Tobruk. MNiddle East Intelligence appears
very confident today. They are pinning their entire hopes
upon the performance and ability of the New Zealand Division
to defeat the Ninetieth Light. Prepared by Fellers and
concurred im by Maxwell.

Maxwell
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INFO, COPY: G-2 A-2 CG AAF TAG LOG FILE
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mﬂ 0220/28 _ June 28, 1942
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_ Priority
From:  Cairo
To: Agwar

: local time twemty seventh

. 5 alls one

to maught two three hm-lmlti-tmtfumﬂ

- —-No shipping ol in harbor but numerous large
fires were caused and warehouse area. Loading was
nine five _ pnﬂ British bombs point twelve delay
each airplane, Nine British Liberators participated in
2ame mi ﬂ.l:l'- prior to our attack.
was four tenths Enemy air raids in u-!muk
volume were m ageinst our imstallations

i-'u thh and Sidi Barrani, For Arnold from
Halverson Maxwell. Average ﬂ,lu time of mission
seven hours fifty minutes.

Maxwell
ACTION COPY: CG AAF
INFO. COPY: oFDP G-2 A-<2 TAG LOG FILE
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BECLASSIED

0. 11652, Soc. 3(E) and 5D) er (B
From: Cairo OSD lotter, May 8, 1972

FEB 201973
To: Agwar Pl m“"_-"“g"

No. 27 ANSME, June 27, 1942

Axis air force has made two concentrated operations.
June twentieth during attack and fall of Tobruk there
were an estimated one hundred fifty heavy bomber
sorties, over two hundred Stuks and ligh bomber sorties.
Night June sixteen dash seventeen seventeen Hw

attacked a convoy near Alexandria.

Except for these two large ions Axis activity
g Syl ety ":.:'f.:""s.’:......“’“m
advance to
for another heavy Bﬂﬂlltrlg’w when Axis army meets
heavy opposition. :

Air activity lphﬂ: Malts since June twenty onme
has been on an increased scale, an average of thirty five
sorties a day.

Enemy reconnaissance aireraft are flying successfully
at very great altitude. Reported many times as high as
forty thousand feet im vicinity Alexandris prepared by
fellers and concurred in.
. Bazwell
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PLAN TO EVACUATE ALEXANDRIA WITH MAMGAM YEOMAN 13T CLASS
AND 1 COPY CSP 145. WILL DESTROY ALL OTHER CODES AND CON-
FIDENTIAL PAPIERS |F AX18 BREAKS THROUGH AT MERSA WATRU.
PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO GO YIA SEA AS WOULD PREFER.

PLANS AFTER ARRIVAL CAIRO DEPENDS OK CONDITIONS.

SIGNED ROCKWELL

FRIZED
EO. 11688, Sec. 3E) end D) or (K
OED lotier, May 3, 1078
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tonights mission eight possible ten fit for combat
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: EO. 11652, See. 2(F) and 5(D) or (B
i OBD letier, Moy 8, 1072
Wo. 1170 Jume 24,1962 ., . FEB 201973
Bource completely re. and official bat not
tnhﬂlﬂq-d.hu!ﬂg ' personnel missing as of
nidnight June twenty two three are as follows:

British, twenty three thousand five hundred; 1
(combat units only) ninety seven hundred; Free French,

thousand. A ti ) forty nine thousand
bundred to fifty four ' y
Fellers
Action Copy: g #& Missuag:
Info. Coples: ﬂ: . w 3'3_,5'54
o s
CG AAF I dean 97972
m’ Free Pasamste l, 1o o
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June 24, 16432

From: ALEXANDRIA (ROCKWELL)
For Action: OPNAV
241319 NCR 9725
Reliable reports received Axis shot allied prisoners
scale after surrender Tobruk. Possibility

on vholesale
Allied evacuation Alexandria imminent. Air of confusion
smong various arme apparent. Situation becoming grave.

Navy Distributiom: 20G

.

File
War Department--Room M

Army Distributiom:
Action Copy: G-2 EB¢&

. Coples: OPD
A-2
CG AAF
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From: London
To: Eilid

No. 2860 June 24,1942

No repeat mo official report of operations Libya on
twenty third has been received by WO to noon date.

; On twenty second enemy movemeat toward frontier

continued. British infantry reinforcements arrived in Matruh
ﬂu—lﬂ‘mﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂm contined. Withdrawal
remaining British Troops forward areas continued with-

out interference by enemy.

In London vicious attacks on present governments
conduct of war and ability of military high command mideast
continue in press and parliament. Among press Beaverbrook
papers most outspoken and destructive to public confidence.

Greenwell
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Info. Copies: :ﬂ; E.O. 11652, Bec. 3(E) sad KD) or (B)

a; AAF L OED letter, May 8, 1978

:ag » RHF, mﬂn_m__gimn

File
M8, JouRIy, No,

CM-IN-7835 (6-24-42) AN 11:19 /5""’ 2

SECRET COPY No. P8

. fg{.w THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ /3¢



-

7 ASEGREYT

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

i INCOMING MESSAGE s »

s ifr
1‘1-11?": 43 ¥
1‘} - *_ L
FOOTNOTE: For 1158 mee CM-IN-TO51, 7288, T158, amnd

"N gy b
‘?:._1.,#"

i

-

: IRCLASSIFED
Action ﬂﬂl‘!- 0-2 BE mnaﬁzﬂnmﬂ‘m"m

Info. Coples: OPD OSD letter, May 3, 1972

TAG
LOG mM“

FILE 9’2 5}3

Jun24neg

: 30

| SECRET COPY No.
0 Gfacad ___ THE WAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE is FoRBIBOEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,2 /¢4

CH-IN-7887 (6/24/43) 3:02 pm




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
Shkie CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER cm

1330724 INCOMING MESSAGE =,

Action Copy: OPD
Info. Copies: G-2
A-2

TAG
File

DECLASSED

EO. 11452, Soc. 8(E) and HD) or (E)
Q8D letter, May 3, 1072

M.LS. JOUHNAL. Ny

ik

2

CH-IN-7897 (6/24/42) PN 3:37

COPY No. B v
oo Lifrees THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN "
DECLASSIFIED

E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/,3 ¢4



© MAVAL MESSAGE HAYY DEPARTME

DRAFTER EXTERSION NEMBER ADORESSERS R w
~ ALEXANDRTA (RUCKWELL;
o E OPNAV HOUTINE ¢
RS qune 1942 g RS
DATE e
T13p5/28
oK CO0MeON —CONNER : E i
3 ROUTIME

DECODED BY B

PATCLTPE El OEFERRED
FARLPHEASED BY

i FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.
UUTED "BY PULTON 241315 NeR §725

UKLESS OTHERWILE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BT TRAMIMITTED WITH AEFIRSED MRECEOEMCE
e ———— e e R e L L s

| DMIGIKATOR FILL IN DATE AND TiME DATE . T BET
1o
RELJAGLE REPORTS RECEIVED AXIS SHOT ALLIED PRISONERS
UN WHOLESALE SCALE AFTER SURRENDER TOBRUK. POSSIBILITY
ALLIED EVACUATION ALEXANDRIA [UUINENT: AIR OF CONFUSION

ANONG VARIOUS ARMS APPARENT. SITUATION BECOMING GRAVE.

16.../CTION

RECURD COPY Eﬂﬂht s o NAVAIDE. . s 2000P. . .CND. . .FILE

&0, 118 aned B[D) ae (E)

FFR 20 1077

241310  NCR ¢725

“—SECRET

Make originsl enly. Deliver to commusleation watch officer in parson.  (Ses Arl. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
il ,J'j:-l.i: Wi it

E.OIHS{.IEE:\E:! Sec. 3.4
g . 3.3 or Sec.

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,a /¢4



DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101




e

corml) @

SECRET
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INGOMING MESSAGE -

2
¥
2
[ad

igg_;mz
21vge . pdy
L
e
=Y 5'
; s
53
St
il
g

3
E

ACTION:
INFO. COPIES:  OPD, 5GS, LOG, FILE

CM-IF-7568 (8-23-4%
¢ ) Pu 6; .'mm iy
: 2.0, 11652, Boc. 551 204 o

08D Jatter, May 3 1973

I R e
e COPY No. 3]
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS E 1S FORBIDOEN y

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/,2 /¢



E. Oh‘_l- = a-c ‘33 Sec
3 - - - 3.
NLR 101 . A

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4




SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

June 23, 1942

From: ALEXANDRIA (ROCKWELL)
For Action: OPHNAV
2322010 WECR @353

ﬂu British Forces Middle East hopeless
without strong air support. Tobruk places Navy at
mercy Axis Bombers day and night in or ont of harbor.
Net gradually closing on all concerned this area unless
radical air reinforcements supplied. Urge bombers
not less than 100 In flown from U.K. Bomb Italianm
Fleet landing in Middle East. Italian embarkation
bases should be mvﬂ; bombed from U.EK. Prevent
aid to Rommel. 8 air support most urgent. All U.K.
manned planes this area should be concentrated Egypt
not Iran or Iraq.’ Situation more serious that British
admit. Rockwell

Navy Distribution: COMINCH
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From: Loandom
To: MILID
No. 2865, June 23, 1942

Little further news received on fall Tobruk although

smell mmber who sscaped by sea reached Alexandria. Enemy
vecupied town and port night twentieth with tanks and
:n_tqild inf after control of escarpmemnt overlooking

During twent

ytirst second enemy moved
"lsast night was m-ﬂﬁ’:ﬂt Sollum pos tions amd also

present in coasi e force

Brit mobile colums Ating west of fromtier were

attacked by bombing | t and art fire. Brit air is
att enemy concentrations and colums on move eastward
also Benghasi and landing ground Gaszala.

Tobruk garrisca time of capture how reported consisted
four brigades Inf and remmant one army tank brigade with about
sixty tanks. All tanks lost and also all Inf unless some of
two South African brigades which were last reported as trying
2ight their way out succeed in escaping.

WO estimate about ome hum their tanks and equivalent
cf about three regts armored cars reached frontier whil
Rommel believed have about two hundred still active end of
fighting, Comment: As Rommel will have undisturbed access
to all damaged tanks left west of frontier and Brit cam
recover none Bommels tank strength may be expected to rapidly
increase while Brit tank replacement must depend on tanks
already avail able Egypt.
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Understood Brit mission Washiagton 8 furnish
you pr Brit order battle frontier m
avai for defence Egypt therefore tted here for
sake security. - i

WO comsiders frontier situation grave but not
repeat not hopeless.

tlh-l:: . tuli-'t-ul ugutt mﬁur
accoun m E

political intrigue and pro German mlaty recently greatly
increased and mow augmented by Libyan cutcome.

London press filled with charges, recrimimations and
m!wuw_umummpudu

absence PN no member govt strong emough to restore
confidence.
Grennwell
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THIS AREA SHOULD BE CONCENTRATED EGYBPT NOT IRAM OR !RAQ.
SITUATION MORE SERICUS THAN BRITISH ADMIT. ROCKWELL.

ED, i1 o 5O} or 2
O2D lstier, Moy ; B
DISTRIBUTION  » REE, oo Frm op e
] wLLB 20 1573
16....ACT ) OH EARE e
RECORD COPY: 20G..L,COMINCH. ...

FI[.E: GHU---mziu‘P----

Make original snly. Deliver to communieation walch ofcer In persen,  (Sen Art. 76 () NAVREGS)

o J Fee T

MH
1“&&3.30!510 34

u
Ivnr,lwu.nm It T



e e = »

DEG e
- E. 0. 12356, x
NLR 109 , Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4




ANNAR ~
d3

s 00 Giforsan

SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER CswD
INCOMING MESSAGE & ™

No. 3857 June 22nd, 1942

Rommels attack Tobruk started early morning twentieth.
Heavy air bombardment followed by Infantry assault against
mmm:—nrdﬂuuﬂtutmmtm
which tankas and ired infantry passed. All afternmoon
severe fighting inside perimeter in which British lost all or
most of the one Army tank brigade there. As result defense
deteriorated rapidly and at dark remaining mobile portion of
garrison started to fight way out toward Egypt but no repeat mo
information as to their fate. Remainder garrison continued
fight but at eight hours twentyfirst all radio communicstion
ceased and at midnight London time last night fall Tobruk
confirmed. ; . 8
No repeat mo information yet here on British losses Tobruk
personnel or materiel in addition to strategic loss this strong
point and its harbor. :

Nothing received here to nmoom date indicates development '
Axis attack against British positions on Egyptian fromtier but
Axis still has considerable armored force within fifteen miles
of Sollum and Brit mobile colums which have continued to
operate far as El1 Adem report they now being met with stiffer
oppoaition.

Greenwell
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Estimation of Axis tank | : June 21st Germans
145, Italians 122; June 25th Italians 184; end
June Germans may reach at least 200 Ihi:lnﬂutllﬂ. These
figures exclude many captured ceable American M-medium.

There is no evidence indicateing scale Axis Libyan
reinforcements. 2 Italian tank battalions are expected to
arrive in the forward area soon. If available from Russian
front British estimate Germans could place 1 Panzer Division
in the forward ares by July 31st. In Mediterranean area are
200 transport planes with 60 per cent serviceabls. Troops,
spare parts, miscellancous s es are being flown into Lybya
by not more than 10 or 20 pla daily. - ;

m":—tmwnlﬂm. Bere
formerly using lighterg he unloaded 400 to tons daily; mow
he has ltmmm-mlm » 8 to
unload some 3 tons daily. During May he 100, 000
tons which is 70,000 more than during April.

mﬂnmuﬂ"ﬂ“lmmh_tlh
Tobruk in 4 days; that he anticipated r:lﬁ victory. He bas
used more amsunition and fuel, has suffered ter losmes than
he calculated. Rommel may be short certain of assunition
has sufficient aviation gasoline to - until June 30th. Based
on sorties flown Axis consume some 145 tons of aviation gasoline
daily. This fuel must come largely from Benghazi. Captured
British motor vehicles have solved Axis transport problems.

Fo ismsediate Axis threat is evident from

_ Aegeans.
British appear unconcerned over fact that there is"only 1
divigion defending Syria and Palestine.
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Page 3

From: Cairo To: Milid FNo. 1158, June 21, 1942

east of TOBRUK from Gazmla.

.wne-nmm-tmzmmm
hostile fire. Gemeral Grant's armor is most effective

fgainst 50 MM fire and this tank can out gun and reduce these
smaller anti tank guns with ease. It is comsidered at t
equal to German mark 4 in all respects.

Certainly in high mobile desert warfare German here
'hﬂrmm:m-m_ constitute higher

commanders principle of means for defeats of enemies; that
it should be used offensively and that other umits should
be used as far as necessary and not vice versa.
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From: Cairo
To: MILID

FHo. 1156 Part 6, Jume 21, 1942

Although May 27th there were 1564 tanks in Middle Rast
today Brit need a hundred per cenmt tank replacement
program. ! refer American Medium to any other tank. Due
to a probable 40 to 50 percent artillery loss British need ss
many of our Medium Howitzers as can be dispatched. Antiaircraft
pateriel is also sorely needed.

Before morale of 8th Army men can be restored they must
m\. confide in leadership provided them. Officers
- take ?lt ve measures to improve the rations of the men.
ritish soldier has been living far too long on an unbalanced
ration of cold corned beef, Army biscuits, salt water tea.

~ Today Axis has the advantage over British forces in tank
, antitank guns, in morale, leadership. British and
Axis forces are probably equal in artillery. British have
numerical advantage in troop strength, aircraft. Due to low
serviceability however RAF is unable to provide as many
support aircraft as is German Air Force.

Should he decide to attempt invasion of Egypt Rommel
will require a little time to rest, refit, re his foree.
During this perjod it is even chance Axis will attack Malts so
as to provide an uninterrupted supply line from Italy and Greece
to Tobruk harbor. v

British are vulnerable in SByris, Western Desert, Persian
fulf area.
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From: London
To: Milid

No. 2853 June 21,1942

Mideast latest reports show Axis halted advance
toward Egypt on night nineteenth about twenty miles form
frontier snd started preparing attack on Tobruk from . -
southeast. Attack launched twentieth and latest news is
Axis has penetrated Peremeiter - Mmﬂmi-n
attack continues,.

Brit Mobile forces still able operate 1.[“ about
mntr -u- Ii.d- -ut of Egypt fmﬂyr.___ :
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From: Cairo | 3 : .
To: Milid "

No. 1157 June 21,1942

of 21s
Port. 15th armored division from vicinity of E1 Duda
attacked northwest, moved on tion of coast road and
Tobruk-E1 Adem road, entered area. Trieste was !
ﬁmt !‘ll‘ltm flank near coast, with Brescia and Pavia on

Tobruk garrison composed of South Africans, ard
brigade, 1 Indian Brigade, greater portion of whi was
al Perimeter defense, was given permission by Ritchie
to attempt to fight their way out by att southwestern
Axis forces, then head south toward El-Gubi to .
to Bidotta Maddalena. British estimate 5 regiments artillery, !
NuURSroUS sntiaircraft guns, 2 months supplies have been lost, |

German 31st armored division, 388th group, 90th light
d:l:lllu are ;ﬂ oc :n. Bardia, fw;ua %imi$um now
along frintier To Libpas’onaireys eircle wi TS
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From: Cairo to Nilid No.1157 Jume 31,1942 Page 2

-

Al Rosmel's forces must be tired, their
equipment ; he can be expected to follow up to ’
absolute tdhumiu

British very tired, dased, morale low. .
Their best .tl:lllﬁ.iltlnrﬂniumm

with his Kew and divisiom.

Recommend that American air force in India be sent
this theater immediately with mission interrupt Rommel's ,
mlr‘
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#g’.:!tﬂi orthern enmy colum tw
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To num all info recd to date Brit either are

bow or so>n will be forced on defensive in old an
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_Straits
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is preeminent tllnliu- its lupp.ln. esn
be mtn!!ﬂ i&- “'l:uh

ﬁl:F-tn Horth mm ?3 2’:{
as 'l'rlm:l Rommel's ultimate defeat therefore can

hcﬂn(:ﬁr”ahﬁuﬂﬂl“:tuﬂh

by heavy

Heavy bombers tll- theater n!ﬂr mh
eafe from invasiop via Red Sea and Persian Gulf,
can reinforcements to Rommel and strike heavily

agpinat invasionm of- dﬂtt from Western desert.
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But there are more than military mtm
to be derived I-III. result of the ef

heavy bombers. In Middle East, Turkey and MADkans
already there is a favorable psychological reaction
resulting from their presence. Reports from the
Syrizns, Arsbs and Mosloms indicate feeling of
assurance because of the presence of these American
Air Force. TYugoslave claim that a single bombing of
Roumanian oil 1s source of great encouragement to
their oppressed people. Only presence of American
heavy bombers in quantities can absorb shock from
8th army reverses in Lybya.

British consider Middle East and I, dia as
interdependent theater, claiming if India falls
Middle East goes algo. While this conception is
absolutely erromeous its converse is true. 17
Middle East falls India falle also. Our war
department must consider now the possibility of our
2ir force in India being cut off due to loss of Hiddle
East. Should 1t develop that Rommel intends at this
time to sttack the Delta, air force in India should
be moved to this theater to oppose Rommel's offensive.

Becommendations: that the War Department
prepare plans immediately to use the American Air
Force mow in India for the defemse of Middle East
the moment Rommel's intent to advence into Egvpt
is indicated.

'I'hﬂ-: since Middle East is preemimently an
air theater urgently recommend immediate establisment
of an American air support command in this theater.
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From: Cairo
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; June 15th Rommel had established lines running from
Bir Hac Heim, got El1 Hamra, got E1 Ghesce UABC, Hagfetbos
SCI AA BAR, Bir Bubosscenaf, northeast to E1 Bosadem,
Acrbe, Axis roads, nortwest Erly on this road to poin
399418, thence northwest through Eluet Boset Bostamar,
twlmmnulplmnmm-trmuuemtut

Estimate of axis tanks strength varies from 115 to
164. There are at least 75 German tanks remaining.
All are concentrated along Ha Giag Bos Er Bos Rami.

British guard against brigades of which has withdrawn from
EnightediBridge box is now in Acrbe area. 1 batalion
of 20th Indian brigade occupying mine enclosures south
of El Bos Adem. Al British armored forces are now
in Acrbe area under command of General Lumsden, Commander
1st armored division which is now part of 13th corps.

All British armored unite have s total of B85
American tanks and British cruisers and 40 infantry

tanks.
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MEMORANDIM FOR ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, 0-2:
Subject: Eevolt being instigated in Liberis by Germans.

The follewing information received from Captain Winston, one of Pan-
American's Chief Pilots who has within the last 2 hours returned from liberia.

On the Lth of June, a German broadcast was sent out, directed to all
Jersans in Idberia, stating that German Nationals must make plans to get
out at once,

an?thufﬁma,thmﬂmrhiumtclmmnnportinmblm
and took off the more important of the German Naticnals,

Un the 10th of June, a German broadcast was sent out, directed to all
natives in Libedin, mmmurnﬂtmnmmua-wmu
;hymldpnmtummmumnmn:hmdnh.

H. H. ARNCLD
Lieutenant General, U. 5. A.

Commanding Oensral, Ar=y Air Forcea

Mstribution:

1. Journal ¥+ Ferry Command A-2

2. Col. Betts 10, OFD 17. Col. Cunningham L——
3+ Col. Eratton 1l. ONI

EO. 11661 .. (F) and HD) ox (B
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Evaluation Section: Paraphrased
Lt. Col. Fahnestock
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1942
MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN MCCREA:

The C.I. in the message from
Fellers, dated June 11, with refersnce
to the situatlon in Libys, refers to
Clasa I supplies. Class 1 supplies are
the basic supplies for an army in the
field, and inolude ammunition, fuel,
food, and water.
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- WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER A

INCOMING MESSAGE j3z, 042

From: Cairo
To: MILID

Ho. 11090 June 7, 1942

Operations of Middle East states that on June 8th attack
Sluvet-et-Tamarandon 200 guarding Brigades at 380-412 were
boaten off and German armored forces attacking latter position:
were themselves attacked British armored units, identities
as disclosed. Axis units withdrew to west into their
sain defensive areas. Notes: Main German areas called the
Cauldron by British forces apparently mot static position es
its boundary changes slightly with each days operations,

British state few if any Axis tank replacements have
reached forward units. Operations nst Axis lines of
communications continuing and British feel confident that
their situation is slowly improving. Notes: British tank
reserves are greater than those of the Axis and their
supply situation is easier. From Gooler.
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British claim recovery of 130 tanks of which 30 have
been returned to combat units by dark yesterday.
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tu-, the difficult problem and inability dis-

front lime unit forced withdrawal. Although main

action occurred oa 37th, replacement had mot reached
front om eveaing of 30th, lmumamu
tanks could have destroyed the bulk of Germam armor had
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ﬁwm:ulmhn- the moraing of 30th, BPBritish
ements in men and materiel and will
lttuk ., This will be successful if
go as far Benghasi. Thelir
r 'r-hln nuuldlrlily relieved by railhead vicinity

Recommendations: Essential that American troops
have means of definitely identifying ground and air
troops. Repeat bombings from the air and
action against friendly tanks was evideat during
entire battle, MNost medium tanks lost because
action at close range but indications
too easily when pierced. In spite of
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#1090, -‘l- 1, 1942

) observation and conversation with mtzn
u-.r- fields. Inart of battle Nay 27th-Nay 30t

MW 27th; H‘#lﬂ mlt: '.'ﬁ.ird
m: W*m ni

completely overrum, 3D mll.l M.uh nuﬂuﬂlr destroyed,
H.::mﬂtmnhlmrﬂhlﬂ-mt. Officers
that they had less than 30 minutes warning. All this
during first hour of attack. Free French held magnificently,
greatest single factor causing German failure as long ,
Mq_ﬂt . Remmants of 7th Armored '
, 4th Armored Brigade and Free

"#mduuﬂm-m-uum-:mm

th tank elements were scattered with heavy tank |
l_- but obviocusly hurt Germans materially.

May 28th: Reorganized British tank units struck at
German ri and he withdrew to general area centered on
N8 grid and bounded EW grid 41 and 43, ¥Free French and
miscellaneous British ts eontinued to strike hard at :
German supply lines. Was present when British 4th Armored
Bri made successful artillery dash supported attack
elt bombed by their own air, No infantry was available
and tanks finally withdrew to Leaguer for night leaving field

to Germans.
o '
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20th heavy dust storm prevented any extensive
sctivities, reduced “l supplies op hand and permitted

British m

May 30th: Germans withdrawal gaps in
mine ﬂllll 4th Armored Brigade reinforced, 1 of 30

lﬂl._. 30 cruisers, was pr:l.ulul tank units on
th_r!iﬂl hey moved nrl-t German right in square 37-40,
and in attacks without sntry or mt::m

ﬂ Royal tank, most of which
l"i arrived on field,

ey tna sodkum’tak fire.
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From Cairo
To G--2

No 1082 May 31, 1542

Situstion ms of 2 PM May 30th: German has !
gop in mine fields -t%mm a
Trig space €apuzzo Square 35-41. Heavy tank battles
‘ v - - 2 ‘.L £ = - - ' -

Free French have to the North of Bir Hacheim,
elnim to be im mtrﬁl.:ﬁu North 40 East West gridded

Rommel's headquarters reported some 10 to 15 miles
southeast of Acroma.

Captured German operation orders disclose initially
intention was to advance to line Acroma-Bir Harmat square
37-40, then swing westward against rear of British
Gazala position. At same time ion of 90th light'
was to press attack to the East against 1st South Africa
division; remainder of 90th light which accompanied Pame
Panzer units was to take N1 Adem.

In attack on E1 Adem more thanm half 80th light
abandoned efforis when Shelled by British artillery.

British of opinion that most supplies have been
prevented from reaching German. 50th division captured
German Lieutenants Gemeral Cruewell.

When Panrer Divisioms over ran 7th Armored Divisiom
headquarters, Commanding General Frank Meservey was
captured. He stripped his insignia, put om a tion
of private uniform, was disgusted to be told by German

EO. 11662, Sec. 5(E) and (D) or (1)
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he was far ‘00 old to fight. Later escaped again to take
command his division.

ine field) Be mup::tmu:: u?’mm
. or
comsunication h—-nu\l

effect Telephone
::“d l'l;lth- to battle mhn working

10 British have total 200 tanks remaining in 4th,
22d and 2d brigade, 160 tanks in other units all of
ﬂhﬂlhﬂmmm’m
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No. 1080 HNay 30, 1942

Should Libyan
victory for British should be oceupied wi
resu '

Should operations
tug-d- s mtm-nnﬂm.mmrmmu-

fense, increase strength im troops, aircraft, and tanks.

ther case future indicates sing rather than de-
creasing of demands. Moreover rising threats from
require rapid increasing defemsive requirements for lutu-n
front this theater,
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No 1081 May 30th, 1042 j’“/‘ﬂ o

correct my cable 1071 by persomal

27th Panzer unit struck armored Brigade
e | 37-38, S8th Hussars 'lh‘?iﬁhd out ecompletely,

moved north area emgaged British
lst armored tank » 3ud and 23nd armored brigade.
Ariete division north to join Panzer group, emabled
Panzer unit to disengage.
Al middle east claims omly portion of Germans
90th t is east of British position, Ahee
vision in square 40-3 Nay 28th

is enroute from, 1 battalion has reached Sollom. 3d
indian motor brigade group vhich was with free

at Bir Hacheim suffered heavily, returning to frontier
for refiting.

British tanks recovery fair. 4th armored brigade
has lost 61 tanks, 41 of which were mediums but 30
vere recovered.

Free French report German recover has mot repeat not
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> hlu:nrammeuuun-:npm
murr-u-nmtuuumtm

ﬁ: Royal Air Force off
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4th armored brigade; Fiee French omce mt hn

::!:tn uuhtthu-- w:l.-m-
in fast moving situatiom. EKitty hh;

mmﬂu as bombers.
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Irom: Cairo Egypt
To: Milid

'ﬂ‘- Iml "r “p 1-“.

motors rumning idle, comsi e operations in low
gear and wastage which probably consumes half the
Temaining mmd ammunition supply. Liberal estimate
therefore is Ax m-zp:u es for maximum of 200 miles.
If supplies can be denied his position is most precarious.

: holding of Free Fremch at Bi Hacheim
has J increased Nazi supply m-.' Pulling i
German 90th m Divieion from west of British Lire of
rnut:: tm' sing probabilities of Axis breaking through
rom .

Panzer Divisions probably capable of retiring to
the west of British line of mines. If so, British must
ot fail to push-vigorous follow up,

British itions remain favorable. If it so
continues May 31st British should send 1st Armored
Brigade with i_ntu'tnd infantry to Benghazi.
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Trd FILID
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Attacked afternoon May 28th and morming May 29th
along Gazala-Tobruk roads, drove British I:ut slightly

but not beyond prepared main positions.

1 battalion 8th Tank Regiment 15th Panszer Division
resained west of mine field probably in square 9-7,
Axis supply columns mentioned im Part 1 extended from
Bir Hacheim to squares 37-40, was discovered May 29,
attacked by mobile column of 20th Indian Brigade and
Free French Group, by all RAF fighters.

British supply of forward unit remains satisfactory.

Unofficial American medium tank is reported as
magnificent. Crews have great confidence in them,
General Ritchie believes Rommel knew these tanks were
present but not in quantity. Bo far as is reported
mediums have not been penetrated from front., By uses
of artillery, maneuvers and 75 MM guos of medium tanks
88 MM utiuﬁm have been -silenced.

4 American medium tanks were captured om trnlpurtlrl.’

Noon May 30th report: 21st and 15th Panser Divisions
being by British armored units from east and
southeas area Bir El Aslagh, Bir El Harmat square
37-40 area. 1st army tanks brigade appears to be only
unit between Panzer group and British mine fields.

Panzer group apparently attempting to break out
mine fields to south east at approzimately points where
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approximstely in area bounded by 42nd east-west d, 40th
At of dab Army gi:;tr;ht:::l MW'

ares was '

Br Infantry tanks had ordered 8idi aresa,

RO, 11663, Bec. S(E) and Ny  (B)
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From: Cairo
To: Nilid

No. 1071, May 29th, 1842

Nights of Nay 35th-26th German Air Attack
British Landisg Orounds.
1%' i p-rlmd close support mission f
or
Papzser Divisions.

Bince operations started RAF has concentrated
on Axis Transports hoping to interrupt supplies for

Divisions.

Nay 26th 12 Tanks and 12 Guns were reported
llnugl- ' road at Gr El Asbar
and 2 total 30 advanced East from

lumns totaling 60 ﬁhﬁ:mmn:nu
or
Area by darkness C Area 15 miles Southeast of Segnali.

Nay 27th Ariete Division attacked Free Fremch at
Birhacheim. Estimated Italian Tank losses 48, An

Ariete Re . Commander was captured. Radio
htmtm on 27th disclosed that Ariete was
ordered Northeast Hacheim to join Pammer Group.

Ko reported indication however that it complied with
orders. I assume that therefore it remains in Hacheim

llrl'rth-_-:?!nhdhnmmidum
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lst Armored Br group with American equip-
ment comducted a combat firing exercise
_hrmitui_tuhmntﬂln:!—zm.

on assumptiom . tank foree to right rear of ar-
tillery position. This attack in final st supported
by smoke from 25-pounder batteries on min:n--mm::

ports. Exercise y eonducted though movement

tank unit was slow. This | now completely eguipped
although training admittedly is incomplete will move to
Desert June 1st. .
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SUMMARY OF WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE. GERMAN CFFENSIVE ®ESTERN DES-
ERT LAUNCHED 178¢ MAY 27. LANDING CRAFT ®HICH HAYE BEEN USED
AT BENGHAZI HAVE MOVED TO DERNA AND BOMBS SUITABLE FOR COMBIN=-
EL OPERATIONS IN PRESENT OFFEN3IIYE AGAINST TOBRUK. FURTHER k=
CREAE OF AIR CRAFTDASH ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY OBSERVEL MAY
THEHTY THO APPROXIMATELY 72 PER CENT OF WHICH JU 38, TURKI3YH
MOTOR VESSEL SUNK NEAR INALIAM BLACK SEA. TURKS HAVE TEMPOR-
ARILY FORBIDDEN CAIQUE SAILIKG TO BOURGAS. REPORTS CONTINUE
T2 BE RECEIVED OF CONSTRUCTION DF LANDING CRAFT AT VARNA,

A NUMBER OJF EIGHT HUNDRED DASH OME BOATS AXD TOM BARGES ARE
REPORTED WHICH MAY BE DANUBE SARGES FOR USE IR ELACK SCA.
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between NMartuba and Bomba. 23d heavy escort
Bostons and Baltimores bombed i
Increased Air Force activites indicate concen-
m“ lies and in Northern
¥y preliminary expected h
lnthhnuhn mm forward.
hmvuthutl-“ es am qmglﬂh-t

British commit bulk best tank units against
of main German effort and suffer heavy losses from

Axis disposition continue to imdicate mainm
attack from Alem Hamea toward El Adem_Acroma

i

 Pellers

FOOTNOTE: 1let half of 1085 was CH-IN-7220 (5/27/42)
Arab agents report 100 German transport planes are
arriving at Dema. 2320, .»-17,::?.
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Reconn L ibys 24th showed lerge enmy camp 4
BY FI SE MI 1IN area between CHERIMA and SIDI
BREGHISBC. BRIT ART nhelled mt area 4 mi east

nth east of ROTUNDA 2RONALI and photo reconn showed
76 tanks slso that srea,
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From: Cairo
To: Milid

Fo 1064 May 25th, 19432

Yugoslave British impasse continue, Your 834, British
rather 1mmmt toward solving problem,

nplrumumu'm--rum On

i1 14th 1841 mhr ‘government ordered capitulation
:ﬁ u-nil evacuated only its members ﬁﬂ'-l for-
ton of military personnsl. On
llltt s by their own means and inst orders l'qulm
officers IMI enlisted men now in Mi Enst effected
their Yugoslavia. Interps therefore consider
gir s f oxile from Tugoslavia, ntlﬂhl to dispose

thenselves ll they consider opportune.

latllu.r for long period efter their arriwval here
July 37 1841 they willingly accepted without gualification
murm Beginning Japuary i5th 1842 however
Yugosla Fm‘llllﬂhﬂdlrlll influence of 2
Knejevitch brothers imstituted drastic whieh ineluded’
relief of General Mirkovich Yugoslave nation hero as m
Cairo detachment. i

Mirkovieh was replaced by Colonel Rakith, B6 eenar
of the Yugoslavs in Cairo refused to give up Mirkovich
leadorship on ground Mirkovieh had nommitted no hoatilities,
that no charge against him were presented; no impartial
investigation vas made, he wam a victim of politiecal intrigue.
Yugoslay government im London then branded Mirkovich and
followers as rebel, smsked British government to intern them.
British Londonm office ordered internment, Auchinleck
complied. Mirkovich and followers vecluntarily accepted

internment .’
EO. 11663, Ses. #(E) "“'3:’: = Fellera
May & 18
08D letter, Wi

ApgarBhb1§* 894 To error as 834 (CE-OUT 4804 §/23) CG AAF
pertains to arrival Allison motor reprnmhtiui a.1.5. JOURNAL MO

e e
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HE108's, 110's, JU 88's have been a traias,
Mimlr locomotives, w to

railheads mear Capusso, At ‘been deterained,
destructive. Aireraft fly at 50 feet, drop bombs,
- lll -m- :

and aft for mountings nlmh -m-,
equipnias for Chyitg e ROTR S BAFe:Daliats
Center of m.n,:.gl’ -L:..ﬂ.l S Wﬂh

on
17 cars are be mﬂﬂu m:l.“th-m
ve hll'.l.t. rﬂl-:t'lﬂuu mmm machine guns

mul!m-u-. lﬁm- .

Fallers.
Action Copy: G-2 (2o By
Info. Copies: OPD
A-2
CG AAF
-y '
a8
LIS ﬁam"m
3 9_'
CM-IN-6B78 (5/24/42) PN 8:10 9 ;
an®®
: 28

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 3¢



DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/ 3¢ _




DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101




DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/, 2




DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date /3




g
:
:

-«
i
3
o
©
i
3
:
o
i

NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/ .3




'DECLASSIFIED e

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,3




By RT, NARA, Date_ «/, 3



DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

l RT, NARA, Date_ «/,z2




—MAYAL MESSAGE

NAYVY DEPARTMEN

—

CRAITER EXTENIION HUMBER ADORESSELS PRECEDEWCE
COOPER, GAIRD
PROM i FRIOETY
oPhAY ARG

RELERSED WY_ s ws =

24 MAY 1542 » DEFERRED
BATE _

1§44/ 22ND

TOR CODERDOM ’ ! E PRIGRITY

FERMIER g FOUTINE
BELOBED BY S B!

YEAGER = IFERRDD
PARAPHRASED Y
INDICATE BY ASTERISE ADORESSELT FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVE DEY.

GERUAN pity NCR 1237
UNLESS OTMERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATEN WILL BE TRANSMITIED WITH DEFERRED MRECEDENCE
CRFCIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME [<Thig TIME BCY
TEXT
grnnbed

HUMAN TORPEDOES REFERRED TO IN OUR 244¢2¢ WERE
2-MAN TYPE.

ED. 11653, | W0 or (K

5 l:;ﬁ-'. mu e FEB 201973
DISTRIBUTION:
ACTION: 16.....
NCH. ..200. .. NAVAIDE.,.42...0PDO...
FILE: OCND...P¢...20-0P...

21163 NOR 1237

SECRET

Make original only. Deliver to communication walch oficer In perses,  (3ee Art. 78 () NAVREGS.)

:13I;"f530 T y A

DECLASSIFIED
=h§%;§?iﬁ,!Ic.!i!nrﬂcc.ad
By RT, NARA, Date /1394



MESSMIE [* MAVY DEPARTMEN

UM EXTENIION WOMBER ADORESSFES PRICIOENCE

CAIRD P ;
au  CAIRC COOPER 2| opuAy RRRRRRNRR
BELEASED By E. e
e 22 MAY 1942 = : DEFERRED
TOR CODERDOM u?fzz __ |8 il FRIDRITY

E ED, 2 :
e FERMIER E o J:Iw., Boc. ME) und gypy fp o, MOUTME
COLENAK B o0 lattor, May 3, 1073 CEFERRED

PARAPHRASED Y : & BHE ... EEs G197 Ly
PHOICATE BY ASTERISE ADDRESTECS FOR WHICH WANL DELIVERT 15 SATESFACTOEY. ;

(GERMAH) 211928 MNCR 1249
UnLFES ﬂ'l'H’EF*lIF |.|]ff||'|'!ﬂ_1't||‘ DITPATCH WILL B TRARIMITTED WITH DIFCERED PRICIDERCE
OFIGIRATOR FILL IN DATLE ANG TiML DATE 11.!_ GLT
- E—

VEEKLY REPORT OM EASTERN MED S)ITUATION:
DEVELOPMENTS PROGRESSING RAPIDLY IN BENGHAZI-31,0#¢0

TONS OF SHIPPING HANDLED LAST MONTH.

AT SALAMIS CONSTRUCTIONAL BORK ON SUBMARINE BASE HAS
CEASED. DERNA PORT HOW UBED BY SCHOONERS AND INCREASED
CAPACITY EXPEGTED. NEV SOFIA OIL REFINERY PRODUCING 2;00¢

TONS PER AMMUM NOW IN OPERATION.

ATTACK OMN ALEXAWDRIA HARBOR BY THREE HUMAN TORPEDOES
DURING NIGHT OF 14TH AND 45TH FAILED TO PENETRATE HARBOR
AND PERGONNEL HAVE BECHW ACCOUNTELFOR.

INDICATIONS OF INCREASED MILITARY ACTIVITY IN

HHODES AND IHCREASED SHIPPING ARRIVING FROM GREECE.
A REPORT OF DOUBTFUL RELIABILITY THAT ITALIANS
HAVE TAKEN CONTROL OF PIRAEU: DOUK YARD 15 POSEISLE

8T WEEKS REPURT THAT GERMAN CARRISON X
cmunﬂgmgnwu i TTALIANS ALTHOUGH
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From: Cairo
To! MILID

No. 1049, May 20, 1942.
Bscause British Armored Units in Lybya are still un-
dorgoing training Axis appears more nearly ready.

: Before operations on Soviet front overshadow
beneficial results of a possible Libyan rl.ﬂm-{

Axis is likely to attack with Tobruk and r—i 1y

ian fromtier as their limited objective.

s tttak is likely “-:::.":"‘"m": .

attempis paratroops. attack ish must

be § to meet airborne and seaborne expeditions
to supplies between Alexandris and Eatruh.

Axis dispositions indicate drive directly east

on us, 80th Light Division tﬂmflfﬂﬂ
u:%:m British positions, with Pamzer Division
in exploitation role. At same time Ariete Interpellate
Divisions might demonstrate widely om British left

flank to divert British Armore Units from main Axis
affort. However Axis d itions are flexible and
90th Light might stage ing attack while Panzer
Division joins Ariete on wide sweep around British
laeft flank to seize Eladam area escarpment which
¢ominates Tobruk Harbor. Axis drive will be accom-
panied by dive bomber support.

;lmﬂthm--plng-d believe
Tobruk renders

Regard
£xis occupation of escarpment above _
British position in Tobruk precarious. British are

B
B0, 11662, Sec. 5(E) and &(D) or (E)
OED letier, May 8, 1972
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unlikely to again allow themselves to be up in Tobruk.
mm“ : _t:llmrulﬂn tomn:'llullsrr

i to safeguard sea comsunications
for the supply of Tobruk. RECesERYy

In case of _ t im believe l-uuh
vill attempt to ﬂ =!— to ta.

Believe personally Axis will attack before June.
“ does not a believe British will attack
ﬂmmnmuﬂwmm

ive.
Fellers.
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Mo 1049 My %0, 1043

;.,.::a l’f:""‘f:i::-".‘..m

ruuncl‘t

: ight German nm o and Italian -
pivtsion S0y SEE T L B LR |
Armored Division I'H:l 1!’“ md Division directly’

i Rommel comcen-
t:::g ha’h &!‘ "w ﬂ:l"'ﬂl! same area.

Southern flank is held by the Ariete Armored
and Trieste Motorized Divisions at Retondo Begnali.
Between forces at Retondo 5 and the 2 Armored
Divisions at Breghisc are believed to be the Pavia and :

Brescia Diviei 2 German Panzer Divisions in Libya
have s total M ; Italian Ariete Division has

156. Axis is believed to have a rmall tank reserve.

In Eastern terranean within striking distance
of Libya Germany has 665 aircraft. Italy has 400 sircraft

£0. 11652, Bee. 5(E) and 5(D) ot (B)
OSD letter, Muy 3, 1973
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From: Cairo
To: Milid Washingtom DC

No. 1048 Nay 20, 1942

lst South Africa Division with 1 Infantry Tank
Battalion less 1 squadroa attached is line from GAZALA
south to Birel Geff at 9877. 5oth British Mvision
with 1lst Army Tank Brigade headquarters, 1 Battalion
plus 1 squadron attached is immediately south from
Birel to Giofel Abidi at 356414. 2d Bouth African
Divisions, with 1 Battalion of infantry tanks, is at
'l':hnt. 13th Corps Headquarters is east of Eladem
at 414403,

30th Corps: Free French Group remains at Hacheim.
Due east ias 4th armored brigade -tﬂlﬂ’:!ﬂth 7th

Division Headquarters 4 miles north.
bri is at Birel Gubi at 418375 with lst armored

division headquarters 3 miles morth. 22d Brigade

is in the Sidi Mufti Area st 365416, opposite Gapin
British Mine Fields, bdfore which the 2 German Pan
Zer Divisions are concentrated. 30th Corps Headquarters

y is at 403934.
5th India Division is in Bardia Cappuzzo Area.
' * Pellers
Action Copy: G-2 (M
Info. Copies: 2?3
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. can do po better. m mtiﬂn:ﬂp to
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From: Cairo
To: Milid

Ko, IIHMI,MII

Mm.anlm"ﬂdll-t
mmm%utm II-.I:I.
m!m'fu g se.
Benghszi handles than 800 daily. BSize of
Axis forward '-m—::;- qﬂmmm.' e

cgu-un_ m- slieved to have 30 supplies and i
15 days fuel supply. wncg:l-tm_uutm
and Asida being

-!inlli’pd m- m enough to undertake offensive.
Some radio sets intended for use in American mecium

Tanks have -ll rrived from England. Because of communi-

cation and training deficiemcy, British not yet ready

:; :_tthnt : Brit 4 tlﬂni ht:ll and egtimate
: ny report now

enroute W ton DC M.m S

Fellers

Note: First part o! 1046 is CN-IN-4848, 5/18/42.
Report from RAF Intelligence. No record of 2526.
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From
h:: %R
#1128 Auseg, Nay 18, 1042

Middle Esst supply council met May 11th Narch 14th

1 attended with .hnp L alternate hﬂ{ situat this area
fully discussed, n-ur.lu: forms tramssportation
stressed. w Middle East based upon essen-
tial war or civil mneeds. Control within terri
efficient use of imported materials. being made
to reduce standard of living civilianm tion to seige status.
part USA must l.ll.:l.ﬁhm economic position.
mm:mnmmmnmmuu

th will aid in effecting mecessary participation
in activities of Middle East -ng
Amseg numpber 709 full report to

B
low wvhen available.

Bazwell

Note: Amseg 1085 was (CM-1N-3227, 5/12/42) lﬂl
Amseg 1069 was l.'t:l-m-ﬂll ﬂniﬂl}
Amseg 709 was u-m-uu 5/9/42)
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INCOMING MESSAGE ™

From: Cairo
To: Milid

No. 1043 NMay 1Tth, 1642
Source Commander conferemce May 15th notes from memory.
Following was gist nt situations npurt-d various countries.

Germany: tired of war, fight revenge of ememies;
Italy: ,um sick atm t:.‘" Mitt now to wvictory 3
yeara hence, Ou-mnlllrhhl-l!orm;ﬂl.ll'
morale Im. people conf

RAF has been cbliged to send to far east urm!t equal
numerically to their present fromt line st : also some
American plames for theater were divert to far mt %
In case of operatioas will be forced to concentrate
mass of aircraft in active theaters.

Recent aerial rntonqh y over Bicily discloses meveral
new landing etrips 1 mile 400 yards wide, Strips are
near railroad station where formse have been enlarged, roads
repaired from station to strips. Implication is that Itripl :
are for glider take offs. While there are no other indieations
of am airborne attack 250 trlllrpnrt planes are available for
Mediterranean Aren.

In crete attacks Germans used 600 tranmsport planes; esince
Bicily is close to Malta 250 might possibly equal work of the
800 used at Crete.
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: Polish mi mtmtmm Monday to ot

Pa . Ko ion as yet but Pol l:guutl: um'
m Ratio of soldiers to c ltllnthm

lwmtlmm leted. It consisted of 16,000 ilians

mostly women and chil of whom 200 died 'I'nlh-ud 005

soldiers of whom 100 died of Typhus. Civilians are in Teheran

soldiers in Palestine. With Carpathian Br now in m-ttu

approximate total 40,000 soldiers there, equipped to date.

This corps consisting of seasoned soldiers experienced
and capable officers would be a potential force mi-t the Germans
should they reach the Caucasus,
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Southeast of El1 Cheima on 15th columm Axis tanks advanced
4 miles into Egypt then withdrew. Movement small groups ln-
tanks conti in area € miles southeast Sidi Breghisc and
increased activity behind Axis forward positions from E1 Cheima-

Believed British un-

decided whether tn”mt continued movement southward or
to conmolidate present holdings.
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To:
No. 1043 last half, May 17

British Units are not mow up to War strength,
replacements not expected before late summer.

lﬁiﬂnﬁmﬁum“t expect
hmhﬂftﬂﬁmlt:::llh Imt
HMtHqu—'nﬂﬂ.n-n
an lnﬁuu ; units nmow in inactive theater
-nhmmtn active 1 quickly.

Personal conclusion from conference discussions:
Both Axis and British rushing preparations for limited
objective oﬂ’nﬂn; British stremgth is constantly
W uninterrupted flow of supplies through
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Vashingtom

From:
To:

to Crete amnd

At point 70

Beau Fighters

by 3 Me 110's.

long range Kitty Hawks and
hﬂuu;mtﬂ

from Crete to Derma.
level escort
9 Ju's and 2 Me's.
1 Beau Fighter lost in operation,
llutllndhh-n-llu.

to intercept

m

ters 1eft
t&‘

__
itk

1
mwm_d

s Sl

BECLASSIFIED

EO. 11652, Sec. 3() snd D) ov (8)

973

% BHF, umﬂﬂ-m

OsD leiioe, May 3 1972

|

28

COPY No.

SECRET

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

A il
LAfiess
; -

e

Hfllla'l? /

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By RT, NARA, Date

DECLASSIFIED



oy

$ SECRET J

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

ree INGOM MG, MESSAGE

Buez comparatively free frem bombing to date.

in past 2 point to imminent British drive.
Personal belief is that drive will be only as far as
Benghazi to allow air coverage to NMalta coavoys.

Antisireraft officer interviewed eve that they
should come under RAF especially-in ares. -
Comsunication between air and tanks remains 1 of the
chief obstacles.

Colonel Fellers has great need of 4 assistant
air attaches who could be readily obtained if :
suggestion in his csble 1038 can possibly be arranged.

. Fellers
Fumber 1038 is CM-IN-3994.

** Short ommission of text at this point.
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order by Chief of Staff, Lt Gen Corbett
lav cers | Yugoslav
m* interpmeat e

Interns requested hearing but tli: was refused.
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Part 4
Italian #mmﬁm m“ against Malt
a
prﬂlruu- either shifting of German stremgih to
another area or preparation for scale renewal
attacks 2. Decrease total German air strength eastera
Bediterranean indicating press i-nﬁ elsevhere 3. Germany
placeing heavv reliance in anti weapons 4. British and
Axis nov assume defemsive attitude while Amsssine supplies
5, mumwm«um.mu

in certain units British attacks in Cryraaiea
is ot Iﬂ:J-l iable 6. Since forward landingfields
in Derna and Benghazi are to provide air

rage for convoys to Nalta, British must attack in
order t-_mu':{h'zliuw Since Malta must be
supplied within 3 British attack is indicated
sbout June 1st B, Ant eion British offensive Germans,
might make limited objective attacks before June.
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CARLY SULDAY WDRNING -AY 49 1% AN AIR RAID Y 4 B0.BERS
LASTING 3) MINUTES AT LLAST &) PCRSONS DIED AKD BOME 6§
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SKELTER UN TiE FIRBT FLOUR CAUSED :10ST OF THC CASUALTICS.
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LAS LAMAGED TO SGUC EATENT.
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From visit to in it u 1

s tane STt 1 U Akt L

Hﬂ a1 ‘many gai

nav mu-z pnﬂl‘fl‘u “tﬂrﬂﬂlm and ﬁl‘l,iutﬂh-

timn Ill'!':% !‘::b’-lﬂlhliﬂll to be
¥ Axis nll.1 ives

Eritish here have been greatly handicapped in rll
tactical operation mnd in preparing another offemsive
action because of lack of spare parts, expert maintemance
personnel, machine tools at bases for repairs and for
modification of new vehicles received from both United
States and England, and by inadequate battlefield vehicle
r tem. Situation brings out most forcibly the

m’ or setting up in each theater am effective
eystem before ations are undertakem in
attein tactical efficiency and prevent useless
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and costly expeaditures of vital mechamical equipment.

However situatioa is ; and Naxwell Nission
mu w m-m

not be operated ﬂuﬁr&lr -H waste will ba terrific.
Hn:l ld-uﬂuthu ul comsunications for direct

and t of some form of es,
or 1
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