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Fifty five thousand pounds of bombs were dropped
on enemy installations at Tobruk during the hours o
darkneas of Auguet thirtieth dash thirty first by heavy
bombers of the Firet Provisional Group Americam Alr Forces
Niddle East all of which returned to théir sirdromes,
For Arnold from Brereton. Many fires were started and
large explosions occurred. Ko enemy aircraft were
encountered but heavy inmccurate and ipeffective antil
aireraft fire and searchlight i{llumination received.
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% The Italian 20th Corps is composed of the
following units:
Trieste =---- motorized unit
l Arlette =---- armored unit
Pavia -—===-—- infantry unit
Sabratte ---- infantry unit

Strength mid-August 13,000
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Further detailms preceeding Axis attack morning
thirty first as follows: 1last light thirteith

b three thousand and four
tour Fhoteaad™ of *hoter &

occurad in
Hquares eight five two five and eight five two Bix,
Stationary and well distributed along track from
Gebel Ehirag ®ight five one two five four to Deir
El Qattara eight six three two six nipe. First
light thirty firame all German tani Btrength, i‘.u'tnn,
iwenty firm¢ armored divisiong and nipetieth light
were concentrated between Deir El Munsssihb eight

As of fourteen bundred hourg thirty firge:
oinetieth light held gt eight eight naught two gix E
8ix, fifteenth armored divimion attacking am column ¥
of one bundred forty tanks at elght nine two two g g
Tive mix, twenty first armored diviaion A8 column -
of seventy tanks at oight nine two two fiye naught , [
tali Enty corps following behind armored E ;E'
0 of enemy tank and plane

losses but too early for confirmed results, d"'::-" ¥ _{
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.

Medium and heavy bombers of the UBAAFME
successfully attacked the Harbour and dock
facilities of Tobruk and snemy landing grounds
eanst of Merse Matruh dr ing sixty six thousand
pounds of bombs during the hours of darkness
August twenty nine. For Arnold and Searles from
Brereton. BSeveral large fires and gxplosions
were caused at Tobruk and one large explosion
and several fires started on enemy landing grounds.
Other resulte unobserved. Anti aircraft fire and
search lights mctivity moderate with no enemy
night fighters engaged. All dur aireraft returned to
their bases.
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or attack launched by Axis twenty three hundred hours
August thirtieth, local time. Twenty first and fifteenth
Arpored Divisions joined ninetieth Light between twenty
five and twenty ‘six nax_tug”pm-. At mero one thirty
hours thirty first August had reached minefield and
British positionm at grid eight seventy meven. Latest
indication twenty first Armsored is on the porth and making
holding attack while other two divisions make main attack.
Movenent supporied by Italian twentieth Corps troops in
rear. timated strength of attacking unite twenty
firast fifteenth Armored each seventy five hundred
mon, ninetieth Light seven thousand. Total twenty two
thousarid, British estimate each enemy armored division
bas fuel for three hundred kilometer travel,
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No. 3319 August 31, 1942

Brit land patrols continmue activity along whole
Egyptian front and have inflicted casualtles in sev-
eral epcounters with enemy patrols and working par-
ties.

Increased enemy activity Southern Bector ob-
sarved.

Brit bombers damaged train on coastal railway
¥West of Matruh on twentyeighth and that night attack-
ed MT in battle zome also Toburk and El Daba Rail-
way station and landing ground., BSame night RAF coop-
erated with Naval Force bombarding E1 Dara area.

Enemy fighters unusually active during twenty

ointh attacked Brit bombers over forward area.
Easmy ra over Alexandris area night twenty
ninth but no report of any damage.
MoClure
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Following changes in enemy positions: Brescis
Divimion South to point eight six five two five seven,
Littorio located at eight six rero two five seven.
Folgore Division, new identification composed of two
regiments of Italian parachutists from Fourth Cacclatore
and alao former elements of Eighty Fifth and Eighty
Gixzth regiments of Sabrata renumbered one hundred eighty
fifth and one hundred eighty sixth, stationed area eight
aix nine two six five. Pavia has ;.'I removed to area
thout sixty five miles west of froat line Bir Khalda
seven two five two nine two. One Hundred Sixty Fourth
German Division headquarters now at eight six seven
three zero six. British positions remain as reported
except Tenth Armored Divieion moved forward to four five
soven eight eight nine and Eighth Armored Brigade now
at four five seven eight eight five,.
placed at two hundred forty G ]

U8 light and British try
LTI e et Iv It coatianes
except for oumerous patrol encounters. Scuth African
patrols made penstration of enemy minefield gap at eight
seven six two eight one following meveral enemy smoke
screens about half hour duration at Deir E1 Bhein, with
no apparent changes. Enemy patrol attempting minefield
reconnalssance engaged August twenty eighth at eight
feven five two six three. Allied air activity contioues
againat forward areas as well as coastal regions at
Daba, Matruh, and Tobruk. Axis alr activity during week
ending August twenty fifth has been on a grostly redoced
scale, From the twenty second to the twenty fifth in-
clusive there were neither day or night bombings of
Malts, por were any attacks reported during later part
of week againat forces in battle area. Btriking example
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of curtalled enemy alr attacks shown by unloading and :
return of five merchant ships from recent Malta convoy,

escort, and two additional merchant ships Malta to

Gibraltar without enemy attack. On August twenty seventh

Halta resumed air offensive by raiding Sicily airdromes,

destroyed ten alrcraft. Enemy alr confined to recom-

oalssance Port Said, Alexapndria, Cairo and Delta areas.

Also bombings of alrdromes between frootand delta. Nights

of twenty firast through twenty fourth from five to twelve

JU eighty eight planes attacked mirdromes in Arniriya aod

Wadi Natruh areas., Right twenty eight dash twenty nine

Axis bombed mirdromes rear battle and Cairo vicinities.

Local resulte include excellent examples of benefits of

positive camouflage. Destructiof involved one fake mir-

drome and dummy planes followed by gasoline fires ignited

by ground crews. Only reported change in Axis aircraft

strength or locations covered by movement of thirty

German bombers from Sicily to Crete for purpose of

action in Egypt instead of against Malta. Supply problem

6till remains a vital point in enemy ealculations.

Although substantial improvesent has been made by re-

suméd coaatal raill operations, sir attacks at Tobruk

and along supply line plus submarine nction against ships

have effected Axis plans. Eapecially in aviation fuel

im the shortmge felt, as indicated by curtailment of air

netivity and also use of bombers for transport of fuel

from Oreece and Crete. Estimates are that enemy has

only three days aviation fuel on hand for air attack.

Ertimate of situation still maintains possible attack

by enemy in near future. Massing of strength im southern

asctor, stress of air reconnaissance and attacks on

British landing grounds, consolidation of fuel, Italian

tank strength, with two hundred in Arietea and balance in P
Littorio Divisions, adjacent to ninetieth light, coupled !
with elear evidence from prisoners of war and enemy

deserters, point to exzpected attack. Despite restrictions

of airplane fuel Axis is undoubtedly mlsc husbanding ¥
serviceable aircraft for air support. However pre-

poaderence of indications =till point to = southern close

in envelopment .
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More tham usual activity Brit Infantry patrols against
enemy working parties forward of Axis main positions and
several work parties dispersed with casunlties. Enemy
now screening work parties with smoke.

On twenty eighth Brit bombers attacked Southbound
convoy North of Derns obtaining two torpedo and one
bomb hit., Tobruk Harbor and Mt in battle area mlso
bombed.

Same day Malta aircraft sunk Southbound ship seven
thousand tons and damaged escorting destroyer Northwest
of . Poaasible sunk ship contained elements

f* Germ twenty second Divieion.
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KFight tweaty sixth Brit patrols engaged enemy
working parties with artillery fire in Horthern and
Central Ssctors Egyptian Front and inflicted casualties,

Last twenty four hours very little ground activity
either side.

Brit torpedo a tank
ngmt Coant Bl"i‘%t gr F&Etr seventh. RAF Eu_i'li!lnua

acks trans n battle area and aireraft on enemy
landing grounds.

MIS Control: opinion here that only shortage
certain supplies neceamsary sustained attmck now holding
Rommel and if received will start. Also that when
Brit Commander considers attack imminent will try beat
him to punch with limited operation, otherwise Brit

111 wait arrival expected hesvy equipment .
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From: Vichy Rec'd: Aug 28, 3:45 pm

-,

Beinforcemsnt of 2 German snd 5 Itslian divisions of
infantry have gone to Rommel it is estimated by a relisble
|| source. There are in Italy ready to move 3 other Germsn
divisions, In the light of these preparatioms, which are
{ not yet complete, mources here believe that thers will be
a8 delay until late September im the launching of the
German-1talian offensive in Egypt.

Foregoing for Military Intelligence.

TUCKE
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From: Cairo

To: AgWar
Ho. AMEME 981 Aug 28 1942

Ho activity desert front except patrol
contacts by Sourth Africean and New Zealand units
in Central and Northern Bectors. USAAF and RAF
contioue bombing and straffing operations on enemy
ground forces in central ares and on enemy aircraft
on ground at Sidi Haneish. Presence of enemy air-
craft on forward sirdromes but little or no sir
notivity indicates confirmation of shor {3 |
uLll'.l,l_t__ﬂl_Ill.ll. now considered ¥y tang
for delay of Axis attack expected August twenty uh:l:h.l
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Over fifty percent Axis shipping te North
” Afries during past month has been sunk by Brit.

but may be delayed until sarly September by
forward supply conditicom. Brit also hope will

Brit believe Axim offensive to be expected
/ bl_#luyﬂl which to their advantage.

Me Clure

BELAcFE
B4 11088, Bee. B(E) and BD) w (B)
OSD letter, May 3, 1673

JEH, mans rv-lq_l;.f_'.m-

Action Copy: G-2 - 17 - £,

Info. Copies: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
LOG

CH-IN-107683 (8/38/43) 2201Z

M.1.B.JOURNAL NO. 137 AUG 25 1942

mreReT= COPY No. 29

=re  AMiery Heeira THE MAKING OF AN EMACT COPY OF THIE MESSAGE 1S FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_«/,3]94



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

1. INCOMING MESSAGE

ANWAR 1 CCwD
filed 127p/28 August 28, 1942
dv 1813 Z

From: Amembamsy London '.I [r/
To: Milid Washn '

Fo. 3208 August 28, 1942

Hothing important on land Egypt.

RAF inflicted heavy camualties on trucked
Garmar troops in back areas on twentyfifth and
bombrd Mt Forward areas same bight mleso Tobruk and
Chrioth Cannl.

German mircraft dropped subversive pamphleats
// Irj.:t-n in Indian dislect on British and New Zealand
units,

¥ar office reports show following: larger
concentrations than usual of Mt in Forward areas
| and evidence more mupplies and equipgent being
| received Forward than previously. However
Axis 8ti1l lacks motor fuel and certain classes
iLntitank ameunition forward.

| Little Germ air activity Egypt lately and
* 0o repeat no dive bombers used past several weeks
due Rommels desire corserve mireraft and bring
i to highest combat efficiency.

Axis showing increased ipterest Brit southern

flank.
i |
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Reliable information indicates stremucvs efforts
mode in French West Africa to form two regiments of
motor drawn artillery. Based on Dakar. t Bobodoulassa
in Ivory Coast s motorized brigade is being formed with
equipment coming from France, BSeversal groups of this
brigade are already at Xinder and others destined for
Apades. Some evidence that these units are planned for
future action in Libys; also constitute potential threst
cloge to alr reinforcing route, L
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August twenty sixth South African and New
Zealand Patrols mctive in Northern and Central
Sectors. Enemy troop itions remain same,
Very little activity. idence pointes to detailed
plan for Axis attack twenty sixth and
preparations for same were suddently curtail
All factoras for mttack by Rommel still continue
and there is every possibility it will materislize
moon., MAxis Alr activity on a very reduced scale
aE inst sccelerated attacks by United States
and British Alr Forces. These are having appre-
clable effect on enemys supply positiom and
doubtless influence him plans.
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Few Zealand Battalion made raid one WOP position El
Mireir night twenty fifth with success. Reported WOPS

abandoned forward positions under attack.

Otherwvise active patrolling and artillery fire against

enemy NT movements.

Enemy patrols especially mctive northern mector.

Brit Air attack all movements enemy tramnsport land

and sea constantly.

Reference Gee two bulletin dated twentyfourth saying

two new WOP divisions had arrived Egypt also that Axim using

Coastal Railway: only recent arrivals WOP units are number of

Parachute Battalionsequivilent very weak division which are

being used ms ipfantry and sixteenth, Pistoin, Motorized

Divieion which we previously reported. Therefore your mtate- |
" meot mrrival two divisions agreed to. Air photographs confirm

coastal railway now used and comstruction to Tobruk under wAY.
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8 dash twenty four D airplanes of Ninety lighth Group
during the hours of darkneas morning twenty sixth August

bombed Corinth Cansl and Budas Bay. For Marshal and Arnold

from Brereton. Very near misses cbserved motor vessel in

Suds Bay. Object of attack on canal to cause delay im

Axis supply route to North Africa and to cause rerouting

further exposing Axis shipping to attacks from Malta.

Fifty five thousand pounds bomba dropped in target area. |
Results undetermined. B dash twenty fives twelfth

bombardment group same time attacked landing grounds in El

Dabaa Egypt area. Fires were started in target area. |
Further results unobserved. HNight fighters were seen by

both flights but no encounters resulted. Anti aircraft fire
moderate and searchlight ineffective. No casualties and all

our aircraft returned safely. B dash twenty fives dropped
sixteen thousand pounds hombs.

Maxwell !
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ko AMSEME 846 August 26, 1942

August twenty fifth following enemy position changen,
Ariete Division moved to south at new position eight
8ix naught two five seven; Third Reece Unit appeared
next to thirty third at eight six one two four five;
Fifteen hundred enomy mechanized motor transports in
general area eight five five two meven naught and strongly
suspect presence of Pistoia Division south of that area
acting as mobile remerve for Ninetisth Light. Elements
of Pavia Division being withdrawn to rear from present
Northern positionm at ore. Enemy believed planning
attack moy moment along eighty eight sasting grid and
from two seventy northing grid mouth, Strength of
attacking force estimated twenty nine thousand men,
two thirty tanks fifty size eighty eight millimeter guns,
two hundred antitank mnd one hundred medium calibre guns.
Repeated enemy night reconnaissance and flare photography
Daman our ares suggeste parachutist part in attack.
Plans fully laid by United States Army Alr Force medium
Bombardmernt and Pursuit groups to assist by one squadron
former and two squadrons latter in event of enemy break
through or withdrawal, British have prepared strong
defensive line above two seventy northing grid and invite
attack in southern area. Despite Rommels oumerical
inferiority in men, tanks
momentarily expected as consistent with his belief in the ¥
offensive, proximity to Delta, and aleo because each day
of delay brings added reinforcements and supplies to the
British, who have very substantially improved their posi-
tion duriog past month in ATES, manpower and morale.
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From: Moscow
To: MILID
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Following received from General Bradley from his aid
based upon conversations in Teheran with American ex TWA
pllots Churckills plane believed reflection views of
Prime Minister. Gibralter unconguerable and through which
all aircraft passes enrcute middle and mccurately counted
by Axim observation from Spain. No Axis treffic through
straits. British net listening denies completely successful.
Churchilla routs 200 miles south Gibralter then east along
African cosst and inland 10 to 200 miles cbserving new
airport at least enemy 150 miles and believed intended for
use when Vichy France goes all out Axis and Germany will
attempt taking all Africa. African situation desperate,
constant flow enemy planes supplies, enemy offensive believed
will start within 6 months, all troops for defenses
insufficient, our air delivery routes will be several.

Rommel forces supplied by planes and boats 2/3 getting
through. Even chances Bristol holding Egypt with Prime
Einister help.
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No. AMSME 910 August 25, 1942

Medium and Heavy airecraft of the United States
Army Ailr Forces Middle Esst during the hours of
darkness August twenty four successfully attacked
with forty six thousand pounds of bombs the harbor
and dock facilities at Tobruk causing fires in the
dock ares and numerous explosions. For Arnold
from Brereton. Results to shipping in the harbor
unobserved due to heavy sea~chlight activity.

Heavy antli aircraft fire encountered and appeared

to be of the barrage type. Nc enemy aircraft

were encountered. In the course of these operations
one of our aircraft failled to return. It is be-
lieved it was shot down by anti aireraft fire over -
the target area. It is accepted that this sustalned
destructive bombing of the harbor and dock facilities
of Tobruk and shipping therin is interfering and
interdicting Axis supply.
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From: Amembassy London
To: Hilid

3288 August 25, 1942

Ho
-‘ﬁ.‘-"‘kf’& Land activity Egypt still patrols.

’"\ Allied aircraft in day night attacks enemy

ﬁ\ﬁ* t, Camps and supply dumps forward area and ships
Tobruk and Matruh and along Comst. Large dump
fuel blown up and merchant vessel and destroyer

hit off Tobruk.

Epemy air raided Delta twice but slight
damage .

Wop twentyfifth Divieion mentioned yesterdays
cable now in front line and Wop Sixtieth badly
used up sent rear area.
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To:
Ko Ameme 888 Auguet 24th, 1942

From: Cairo Egypt
Agwar

During the night August twenty second eighty
second equadron of the twelfth bombardment group
medium attacked Mersa Matruh with five hundred
pound GP bombs, From Brereton for Armold and
Marshall. In the face of light anti sirecraft fire
the sttack was carried out by individual shipas
and resulted in explosions and fires in the target
area. One B twanty five aircraft ecrashed in
friendly territory. Four members of the crew es-
caped by use of parachute, Details will be
furnished in separate cable when confirmed.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ro. AMSME 8/3, August 24th, 1942

August tventy third, considerable enemy motor trana-
port mactivity moticed along southern sector near Nintieth
Light. Twenty fourth August thirty third recce unit
identified at position eight mix eight two four five and
ninety light mowvi southeastward sereened by parschutists
on Taga Plateau, ninm has stressed serial reconnaimsancd
of area bounded by points eight six eight two five eight,
eight meven three two five two, four two eight eight six
eight pnd four three six eight eight five. All present
evidence confirms ostimate of enemy moving from southern
flank on an enveloping movement, probably close, with
attack expected next two days.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No Amame 906 August 24, 1942

In addition to previously announced top command
changes envolving Generals Alexander and Montgomery
following have taken place: Lumsden, Thirtieth
Corps; Horrocks, Thirteenth Corps Briggs First Armored
Division refitting in Delta; Gatehouse, Tenth Armored
Division; Robertes; Twanty Becond Armored Brigade; Carr,
Fourth Light Armored Brigade and Boaville, Beventh
Botor Brigade.
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From: Amembasay London
To: Nilid Washington DC

Ko. 3270 August 24, 1942

Land situation Egypt unchanged.

Brit air contioue attacks all enemy Mt and tankn
:!ur::.rd ares and bombing Matruh and Tobruk supply
barbors.

Epemy dispositions now entirely Wop Infantry
snd two Wop Armored Divisions in forward line with
21l German formations close support and apparently
bei rested. Germ one sixtyfourth Infantry Division

elieved complete and its Infantry assigned to
Fifteenth and twentyfirst Armored Divisions. Ome
Batalion Germ and one OB Wop Parachute troops being
used Infantry identified in fromt line. Sixteenth
Wop Infantry Division believed now enroute Libya.
Twentyfifth Wop Division formerly Benghazi area now
moved forward probably Tobruk ares.
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From; Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMBME B75 August 23, 10432

Enemy dispositions ms follows: German: Panzer
Army headquarters eight four oaught three one four,
coe mixty four division eight six five three naught
naught, Briehl group eight six meven two nine naught,
twanty first armored divieion eight six two two eight
eight, DAK headgquarters eight six eight two eight four,
fifteenth armord divieion eight six five two seven
eight, one fifteenth light infantry regiment eight seven
two two eight naught, thirty three antitank regiment
eight seven one two seven nine, mecond battalion three
elghty mecond regiment eight six eight two seven five,
parachute regiment eight meven two two meven five, force
two eighty eight sight six meven two meven nsught, ninety
light headquarterseight five one two six two,” Eiel group
eight seven uue two five three Italian: twenty first
u!ut:{ corps BY eight six five three navght nine,
Pavia division eight six three three nu;:t gix, Tremto
division (elements) eight meven three two nine three,
Brescia division eight seven four two eight six, Ariete
division eight six two two seven seven, Bologna division
eight seven three two meven eix, Littorio division eight
six three two six meven, Trieste division eight mix five
two mix two, parachutists E1 Taga Plateau. British
disposition as follows: main eighth army Hg four seven
four nine one six comm main ten corpe HY four eight
#ix nine naught three, tenth armored division four seven
five eight nine naught, thirtieth corps four four four
nine naught paught, fifth Indian BDE four four four
eight nine three, forty fourth division AQ four four three
eight eight eight, one thirty firet brigade four four
five eight eight mix, seventh armored division four four
one eight six three, ninth Australian division four
three paught nine naught two, twenty sixth Australian
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From: Chiro To: AGWAR No, AMSME B75 Aug.23 pg 2 dm

bri four three two eight nine nine, twenty first
Indian brigade four three mix eight I‘Lrit four, thir-
tesnth corps HQ four thres two eight i.fhm, twenty
second armored brigade four three one eight meven four,
first south African division four two six nine naught
two, twenty fourth Australian brigade eight ei six
tvo nine four, third Bouth African w eight eight
#seven two nine naught, first Bouth can br

eight eight six two eight six, second South African
brigade eight eight eight two eight five, one sixty
first Indian motor brigade eight sight four two sevem
nine, Ninth Indian bri eight eight seven two seven
seven, fifth Indian division eight nine naught two
seven eight, second New Zealand division eight eight
four two meven five, mixth New Fealand brigade eight
seven nine two seven one,fifth New Zealand brigade eight
eight thres two seven three, twenty third armored
brigade four two five eight eight four, one thirty
second brigade eight nine one two seven five, one
thirty third brigade four two six eight eight five,
seventh motor brirade four two seven eight seven seven,
fourth light armored brigade eight nine one two five
three, one eighteen and one twenty four royal tank
regiments at et El Buman, Mine field om Grid eight
eight seven from two six nine to two seven six.
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar
Fo. Amame BTC, August 23d, 1942,

Axis Tank strength: German mark three and mark four number
two two naught; Italian medium one eighty, light twenty. British
tank strength: US medium ninety two; U8 light one seventy three;
British medium one naught seven; British Infantry tanks one fifty
two; total four twenty four exelusive of fifty seven American
tanks now with tenth armored division supporting rear and available
to eighth army forward positionm. British have completed bulk
of fortified positionas running from Alamein box moutheastward
to point four three six eight eight four them along ridge north-
enat to point four six naught eight nine eight.

Estimate of situation asm follows: Rommel has completed
regrouping of his forces which are now arranged by Divisions and
aimilarly to the pattern which existed prior to ¥ay twenty sixth
offensive. The ninety light is concentrated on the southern
flank, screened by Italian Troopa. The Kiel group is located
at the extreme south available as a spearhead for attach. The
pnorthern wector is strengthened by the freshly arrived one sixty
fourth division and the armor is concentrated in the cenmter.
German and Italian Alr Force grouping for past ten days suggests
preparation fox Axis attack, but give indications of & fuel
shortage., From the supply point of view, mlthough Axis has
considerably improved situation by rail and road, they have
suffered from the sustained air attack of water and barge
trapsportation, culminating in loss within past three days of
four ships betwesen Crete and Tobruk, two sunk by submarine and
RAF mction, and two by US Ailr Force attack.

Rommel was probably preparing for attack by twentleth but
was delayed by interference with supplies. Each days of delay
enables British to etrengthen positions. Present Axin dispositions
suggest Rommel may inaist on resuming the offenmive, conmimtent
with his aggressive nature, his established doctrine nnd with

DS
EQ, 11662 Bee. (E) and 1) er (E)

050 letter, May 3, 1973

. n JSH, m“.._*&_

27
_ COPY No.
| £ boare lrras  THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 2|44



e -_—— =
- ———————y

) SEeRET ™

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Fo. Ameme B76, August 234, 1943, -
Page # 2.

goal so near. He will possibly attack within pext few days by
an enveloping movement from the south while holding in the north.
He may attempt to uvae wlgg,t- troops as surprise element.

If he doea mot mttmck within a week he will forfeit
opportunity and permit chance for British offenaive. By
September first itish preparations will be completed and
it is strongly possible they will take offensive., Heavy
reinforcements, Increased armor and greatly improved morale
among Allied Troops as a reault of command changes, rest
poriod and better rations, as well as visible signs of new
strength amopg British Troops, are important factors toward
British offensive in near future.
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From: Amembassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3263, August 234, 1942,

Beavy but ineffective enemy shelling on Brit
positions Coastal Area Egypt alemo Brit guns shot
up enemy MT and gun positions Southern Bector.
Formal patrols only other land activity.

Brit air hit two ships Tobruk and two others
convoy porth of Tobruk. Alirdromes Crete bombad.
Enemy tapnker meveorely damaged Otranto Stralts by
Nalta Alrcraft.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 873 August 23, 1942

Concerning Parachutists now identified at desert
front. Believed one Regiment in line. Prisoner infor-
mation from First Battalion show unit left Canabruck
Germany July twentieth by rail to Athens arriving
July thirtieth. Flew by way of Crete srrived Tobruk
July thirtieth.

There are indications of formation of battle
group Ramcke for actionm inm North Africa. Probably
congiete of four Parachute Battalions, one antitank
Battalion and ome Battery of Artillery. Estimated
strength about five thousand.

At present these troope wear normal African uniform
since Parachutist uniform and kit left in Athens and’
presumably on way over scon. Equipped with Infantry
weapons only and engaged in strengthening line at

El Mireir.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Fo. Amsme B46 August 22, 1543

Part one: Reference Amsme seven forty eight Axis strength
estimate: OGuns dash two naught three German, two forty Italian;
Antitank gune two nine five and two seventy; Army and Corps
troops ninety five hundred German, Italiamn strength: Ten corps,
six thousand; twenty corps thirteenm thousand, twenty first corps
pninety seven hundred; total two eighty sevem hundred. Total
Axis combat troops six eighty two dred strength eighth Army
a8 of August sixteenth in Officers and men as follows: Seven
armored division which includes four light armored brigade,
twenty two armored brigade, seventh motor brigade seven sixty
nine dash fourteenm eight seventeen; fiftleth division including
sixty nipe and one fifty first brigade four naught six dash
seventy four thirty mnine; first SA divieion six seventy four
dash eleven four eight five; ninth Australian division six forty
four dash fourteen three thirty five:; second NX division includ-
ing twenty-fitat:Indian Infantry Brigade five seven nine dash
thirteen nmught eighty eight; fifth Indian Division includes
fifth ninth and one sixty firat Brigades four ninety dash thirteen
three thirteen; tenth Indian Divimion (twenty five Brigade only)
ope thirteen dash three three twemty; first armored brigade
sixtesn dash two thirty five; eighth Army troops five twenty five
dash sixteon seven six nine; twelfth AA Brigade one eighty dash
forty four forty five; thirteenth corps troops two sixty eight
dash four seven three one; thirty corps troops two twenty three
dash five three nineteen; twenty third armored brigade one thirty
one dash two seven t seven; total of fifty eighteen dash
one twelve naught t three. Ninth Australian divislon
figures as of six August. Fourth Indian division im Cyprus part
three casualties to date: Three four nine seven dash meventy
five one eighty nine with non battle casualties estimated at
eightesn thousand of which eight thousand have returned to duty

q
COPY No. 23

Xpp Mesru AFRicd THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E.O.1 Sec. 3.3 . 3.
NLR 1m2355\ or Sec. 3.4

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 3¢l



BECRET™

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Pagd % From: Cairo: To: AGWAR No., Amsme BAE August 22, 1843

part four UK under BTE in officers and other ranks are
as follows: QOBHQ s forty seven sight six dash fifty seven
five nm:n BTE troopa, three twenty six dash five five
naught i Cairo arem, five forty mine dash twenty
séven; Canal area fourteenm forty one dash elevem i oinety
two; Delta force -1,“- ninety nine dash thirty six seven
paught five; forty fourth division (ome thirty !Iﬂt. one
thirty second, ome thirty third Br ) sight sixty nine dash
sightesn three t thiee; fifty first division (one fifty
second, one fifty third, one fifty fourth Brigade) eight aeventy
one dash sighteen two fifty, disembarkation f guras; tenth
armored division troops fifty three dash seven twelve; eighth
armored division troops one sixty one dash thirty five naught
pine; twenty fourth armored brigade two fifty six dash fort

six twenty nine; British on Indian establishment seven eighty
two dash tem sixty two; Indians twelve forty dash fifty two
seven fifty eight; NXEF (including sixth NX Division dash on
paper only) seven seventy nine h nine nine eighty five; AIF
forty five dash eight twenty two; UDF fifteen forty dash twenty
cne two sixteen five; S5A natives one eighty dash meven fifteen
Elx; twelfth division (Sudanese defemse force brigade) twelve
oine dash three six seventy four; FFF three thirteem dash seven
five twenty eight; Poles two thirty ninme dash seventeen ninety
two; Czecks meventy seven dash cne eighty ope; Greeks three
twenty mix dash nine thirty two; Yugo Slavs twventy dash one
twenty four; total BTE sixteen eight eighty one dash twenty mix
meventy three ninety.
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a1 SPECIAL MOORINGS AGATMST AERIAL TORPEDOES WERE BEING PREPARED
: h PORT ISLAND OF MERDS AND ON 15 AUGUST 3 LARGE DESTROYERS
F ARRIVED THERE AND 2 OF 3 CRUISERS EXPECTED. 413 AUGUST ITALIANS
= LANDED 19,¢#§ TROOP3 AT UNNA MEDDODECANESE [SLAND PROBABLY
~ | LEROB. 43 AUGUST 4 ITALIRNSUBS TOUCHED AT RHODES AND PRO-
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e

From: London
To: MILID
Ko 3257 August 22, 1942

Axis Egypt show increase movement and patrols
northern sector and heavy artillery fire southern
sector.

Brit land mctivity confined patrols,

Usual RAF bombing Tobruk.

McClure
ACTION COPY: G-2 A5 25
INFO COPIES: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
EO. 11652, Bec. 8(E) and BD) ar (B}

S0 letter, May 8, 1071

o JSH, soms e lror? —

CM-IN- B203 (8/23/42) 13152

M.1. 8, JOURNAL NO. 5 8 AUG 221942
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

bk INCOMING MESSAGE

filed 21 /31552 t 31, 1042
ol 21212

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No AMSME 836 August 21, 1842

t of situation on tain front August
tenth to mineteen inclusive: gquiet except for consider-
able patrol and artillery act lvity on August eleventh.
Foticeable motor vehicle movements behind Axis line
indicating some regrouping of forces., Continumtion of
enemy preparation of poaitlions weat of Bir Qusur El
Atash eight seven eight two nine one to ares Bab El
Quattara at eight seven one two six eight., Bologna
Divisions in central sector arrived there August thirteen.

Line runs from shore eight seven six three naught

three thru sastern m'l Tel el Elam lidzu: 8 E thra
point eight seven eight two nine five, hen msouth along

grid eight eight naught to aight seven meven two seven
naught and mloping to eastern edge El Taga Platean.

British convoy to Malta delivered forty seven
%ﬂﬂﬂmﬂt_% supplies now unloading at
res thousand tons per day. Axis railroad reported in
operation from Capuzzo to railhead at Belhamed with
construction going on into Tobruk.

Maxwell

ACTION COPY: OFD

INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG DECLASTTE
EQ. 11652, See ME) and 80) or (E)
08D letter, May 8, 1073
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

wms  INCOMING MESSAGE,,

filed 200P/21 August 21, 1042
fh 1404 2

From: London

To: Milid

FNo., 3253 August 21, 1842
All gquiet land Egypt.

\\ Brit air continue operate with success agninat
supply ports Tobruk and Matruh also against coastal
supply convoys from Tripoll to Axis forward supply har-
bors and against supply motor transport. Reaponsible
¥ar Office opinlon expressed today that while Rommel hasm
ample supplies ashore in rear areas has constantly in-
creasing shortage in present forward positions account
constant destruction and damage to his land and sea
supply transport. For that reason Rommel may soon fingd
present position untenable account supply and must either
attack in hope breaking thru or withdraw to more aasily
supplied position.Comment; OnBasis seasoned and hardeéned
forces pow avallable both sides probable British would
have very merious trouble preventing break thru and
Rommel would at least cause Brit further heavy lomses men
and new materisl if did not succeed breaking thru. One
factor in Brit favor which might decide matter la apparent
Brit present great superiorty inm air and ease of supply.
Any rate Rommel has much to gain little to lose under
existing conditions.

Action Copy: G-2 ﬁé ' friethei]
5 uu.lluazmﬂl'ﬂ"m“m
Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, Log. OBD lotier, May 3 1972
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. COPY No. 23
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filed 0130g/22 WAR DEPARTMENT August 322
s CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 0448z

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No., AMBME B37 August 31, 1542

Two new Itallan diviseions now in North Africa. Ome
of parachutists at or near front with one battalion
South of Trieate. Pistoia Division partial strength in
Daba Area, For Marshall. Every indication there are
only six Italian Divisions in Russia and not nine.

Bources hore discount presence of Oerman troops in
Italy walting cooler weather and reaffirm Greece am ave-
nue for Qarman troops to North Africa.

As to la forces in Burope (except Russia) prepari
for Africa following are probably available: three lm:l
od divisions resting from Russiam; two Firat Cluss In-
fantry Divisirna also resting; ope mewly formed motorized
division; sevin to nine seécond category infantry divislons.
All believed needed for replacement Russian Front and
can only be spared to Africa st that expense. German
Garrisons in France are believed weak in view of poa-
aible mecond front.

Maxwell
ACTION COPY: GFD
INFO., COPY: G=-2 A-2 CG AAF LOG
[ECLASSIFED

EQ. 11862, Sec. ME) and 8D) or (X)
08D letter, May 8, 1071
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| 28
COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

| = Meerw AERICA

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,aj¢d



| 3e0 Mo Heeica

fhed s w0 INCOMING MESSAGE 4

= = — )

' f 'j}]

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

From: London
To: MILID
No. 3245, Aug 20, 1943

Fothing bappened Egypt except usual ground pstrols and RAF
bombing Tobruk and Matruh.

Mnjor General R L MeCreesry appointed Chief General Staff
Mideast succeeding Lieut General T W Corbett. McCreery Esg
mechanired cavalry and last few months been adviser on
Arpored fighting vehicles Mideast BHeadquar‘ers, Forty four years
old.

| P
B0, 11052, Bec. (E) and 5D o {1 ]

Q8D Ietter, Muy & 1972

ne JSH, massowel2ofldo

Acgtion Copy: G-2 gf

Info. Coplea; OPFD
A=-2
CG AAF

CE-IN-T432 (B8/20/42) 1B13E 1 ;
M. 8. JOURKAL RO, ALUG 201942
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- INCOMING MESSAGE

filed 2035/19 =k 18, 1842
dv 1:::‘:

PRIORITY

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No. Amsme SVC 24 Aupust 19, 1942

Itr:ﬂth German combat troops estimated only,
one five twenty first armored division one five
zero rerozero, one nine light division five zero rero
zero, one hundred sixtyfourth light division one
naught naught naught naught. From Milattache for
Eroner eatimated Axis tank strength, two zero zrero
mark three and four, two onem Itmlian light, one five
zero Italian medium.

DECLASSED
Iinlllm' 11EEL Bee HE) asd BT o (B)
08D letter, May 3, 1973

. -3.2.
ACTION COPY: G-2 -3 & JSH, wans oue_&f20f71
INFO, COPY: OPD A-2 CG AAF  LOG

7’&.?"_#! 5,;(_. 3&:}_1 OO0 comba7 '?"f&ﬂ}ﬂﬁ :
2090 é’;frﬂlan medigpe TanKs,
S0 ITalian mediuvrme Ta, Ky

i T Tl a L
CH-IN-T185 (8/19/43) sz 1 T &nKe. Co b 91982

ToTal Tanks = 2 ‘llmm'lu

.

| WECRET? COPY No. 0
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Filed at 210P/19 |NC°M'NG MESS#GE Egu,lw

From: London
| To: NILID

No. 3335, Aug 10, 1942
r~ Patrols both #id#s active whole front Egypt. Enemy working
partids busy central sector. Brit captured some prisongrs:

forward positions Northern Bector. o

Brit bombed Tobruk and Matruh Harbors bhitting supply
lighters also attacked Germ F boate S5idi Barrani.

War Office last night made public following changes
command Mideast: General Harold Alexacder Cinc relieving
Auchinleck vhose future assignment not given. Lieut General B L
Montgomery Commander Eighth Army Egypt Vice Ritchie. Major
General H Lumsden to command Thirtieth Armored Corps Vice General
Gott recently killed. i

Alexander will ba remembered as last commander Dunkirk
also Burma, Montgomery previously cabled by us., Lumsden ex
cavalryman and among first mechanized cavalry commanders last
commanded First Armored Division Libya and Egypt.

cast  ecLuRe

ACTION COPY:
INFO COPIES: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
LOG g 1

E.0, 11062, Heo O(E) snd SD) or (8
QBD letier, My & 1972

pr JSH, sams pee [nofid

CM-IN- 7084 (8/19/42) 1849Z
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DRAFTER LITENSION WUMEER ADORESSEES FRECEDINCE

ALUSNOB ADEN FRIGRITY
FROM 4 ke 8 OPNAV
RELEASED KY Sl 5 RERERRRRA

DEFERRED
2L AUG 17 1942
TOR CODERGOM A S LT K0, 11455 PRETY
o=, 2y

DEECUED BY SWAN ol b E I ﬂ:“'ﬂl,uvrl::“ﬂ ::::.
psrsen vr__ SOBEL 2 men Ll gy —
INDICATE §Y ASTERISE ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORT.

LT HATCH 181535 NCR 7437
UNLESS OTMINWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITIED WITH DEFERRED PAEGEDENCE i -
ORGINATOR FILL 1N DATE AND TIME _ bame B ]
e :

ACTION

F=00

F=01

F-015
F-0015H

F-31

LF ST

TALKED WITH REGUBAR BRITISH ARMY CAPTAIN WHO CAME FROM
EGYPTIAN FRONT MONTH AGO. HE SAID GERMANS HAVE ABOUT
THREE HUKDRED THOUSAMD TROOPS IN AFRICAN ARMY COMPOSED

OF GERMANS AUSTRIANS AMD ITALIANS, THAT THEIR SUPPLY

LINES RUH FR? SOUTHERN I;HEHEH PORTS SICILY AND ECE.
FACILITIES OF FRENCH NORTH AFRICAN POSSESSIONS ALSU BEING

USED, MUCH AJR BORME PERSOWMEL AND MATERIEL COMING VIA
GREEK ARCHIPELAGO BUT HEAVY LOSBES BEING SUSTAINEL OVER
THIS ROUTE. LATELY GERMAN RESERVES ARE 17 AND 18 YEAR OLD

BOYS WiTHOUT ENDURANCE NEEDED FOR DESERT FICHTING. MORALE
VERY BAD AMOWG THESE TAKEN PRISOMERS, THEY APPEAR WORN
OUT AND GLAD TO GIVE UP. SAID SIHCE FALL OF TUBRUK THE

MUCH MEEDED REORCANIZATION OF TOP RANKING BRITISH ARMY
OFF ICERS HAS BEEM M/.DE. EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDEHCE IN GEN
UCHINL SAID ALLIED ARMY IN EGYPT WUMBERS ABOUT

FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN COMPRISING THE BTH,9TH AND
1fTH ARMIES COMPOSED MOSTLY OF ENGLISH SOUTH AFRICAN
LD NEW ZEALAND AND IHDIAN TROOPS. SELIEVES BASIC

STRATEGY 15 ULTIMATE ENCIRCLEMENT OF GERMAN ARMY RATH-
ER THAN LAUNCHING OF FULL FRONTAL OFFERSIVE.

ACT: 16...
RECORD COPY: ﬂﬂHchH....E..EFOF...EHD...FILE...
= . ‘ 'R
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181535
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WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER., .. _-1-@“ !
ti10a 1720z INCOMING MES%—.-. i iy

mm 107Z

it Calro
To: AGWAR
No AMEME 759 jugust 17, 1842

During the esrly afternoon of August fourtesn
twvelve B twonty four D aircraft of the Nimety Eight
Bombardpsnt Group sttacked shipping and harbor facilities
nt Toebruk remoining over the target for twenty minutes
and bombing from an altitude of twenty three thousnnd
feet, For Marshall and Arnold from Brereton. Direct
hit wos scored on & large wreck im the harbor used as
& mooring for torpedo boats., Two near mimses are
claimed on ships, and buildings were hit on the north
side of the barbor. Only medium A A wam encountered.
No pureuit oppomition. All mircoraft returnoed safely to
their base,

Brereton

ACTION: OPD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

=
E0, 11663, Bec. HE] wmd BTN €
OSD letter, May & 1972

& JSH, mans pes TS

LB 0. 65 119,00
CH-1K-8558 (B/18/42) 15232
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 24 CEWD
filed 2Z058Z/17 August 17, 1843
ib 2043 2Z

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ho. Amsme TS58 August 17, 1942

At dusk on Auvgust fifteen and from em altitude of
eighteen thousand feet B twenty four D alrcreft of the
ninety eight bombardment group attacked n convoy cone-
isting of one very large merchantman and two destroyers
in the Mediteranean. For Marshall and Arnold from
Breraton. One hit and four very near misses were clpim-
ed on merchantman crusing ship to stop. Thirty five
one thousand pound bombs were dropped ageinet light A&
opposition. Two enemy fighter observation airecraft were
sgen about three thousand feet over the ftarget but did
not attack. HReturning formation of British Liberators
reported very large vessel afire in the vicinity of the
attack. All sircraft returned safely to their base.

Brereton

[FRLASSFER
E0. 11652 Ssc. 5(E) and 5D s (B

OBD lotter, May & 1072

Action Copy: O©G AAF m J5H, s s
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::1-4 16/1311%  Wun DEDARTMENT m; 16, 1942
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: London
To: Milid

Ko. 3215, August 16, 1943

Only normal patrols and air sctivity Egypt.
NeClure

Action Copy: G-3 (it Sn.

Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF

CECLASSFIED
E0. 11068, Sec. HE) and HI) or (B)

OSD botter, May & 1872

» J5H, uul—-_"iuil-u——

CN-IN-6016  (8/16/42) um
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WAR DEPARTMENT .
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

ﬂf.‘: sANGOMING MESSAGE & Jugust 15,1043

From: Loaodon
To: Milid

No. 3209 Acoguet 15, 1043

Brit patrols active . Small scals
Brit raid in northern sector found enemy tnrmd
trenches deserted.

During thirteenth much enemy infantry
movement in area Deir El Ql‘ttl.'l'l+

RAF bombed harbor Tobruk and airdrome Isle
of Ehodes.

NeClure

Action Copy: G-2 DL .

Info. Copies: OPD
A-3
CG AAF EDAIE

EQ, 11663, Sec HE) snd KD) o 1]
S0 better, May &, 1970

= JSH, Mmﬁ.'-ql‘-—l
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_ .. INCOMING MESSAGE ...,

Filed 1045/15th August 18, 1943
afg 13062

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 736 August 14, 1942

British United States medium tank strength
is estimated at eighty to one hundred. For Eroner
/ from Milattache it is reported that Eommel has rece-
ived thirty additional eighty eight MM guns giving
Q(, a total of eighty. Ismediate enemy offenmive is ex-
pected by British.

Breareton.
AT
Action Copy: G-2 g&- EQ. 11852, Sec. 3(E) and BD) e (K)
OSD lotter, Muy 8, 1978
Info. Coples: :i_'l: T
CG AAF
Log

V.15, JOURKAL N0, 1.39 AUG 1519
CH-IN-5628 (8/15/42) 2202 Z
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- 18482

From: London
Toi Milid

¥o 3207 August 14th, 1942

This refers to your G-2 bulletin dated thirteeath:
you pey unconfirmed report two Germ and two WOP divieions
arrived Africa lsst two weeks. Brit confirmed information is
that WOF Pistoia or sixteenth and Germ one hundred siztyfourth
divisions have arrived, That part of WOF msuperge or first
has arrived with balance enroute and that Germ twentysecond
divieion ie in Crete enrouvte.

Brit have confirsstion all your item on Bussie exzcept
dorm colummoving toward Klukhor Pass hes reached Mikhoymo
Ghakhar and Brit conaider there 18 still Bums resistance
in extreme portheast corner of Don Bend.

HoClure
-
H = DECLASSFIER .
Action Coples: G-25 ST . S iR
Info, Coples: OPD, A-2, OCG AAF 08D letter, May 3 1972
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:ﬂ:: ;-I'.:FJH 'NCOMING MESSAmt 14, 1942
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From: London
To: MILID

Komber 3205, August 14, 1842

Brit Patrols nctive ageinst enemy working parties
and Hinefields Egypt. One Patrol with ermored cars
captured detachment Wop parachute troope recently
arrived Egypt and merving as Infentry who had
peretratoed into Cattars depression,

Rommel apparenily meking extra eofforts prevent
observation his forward positions and be continues
receive Germ Infantry replacements by air and all
indications are for enrly sctive operetions.

EeClure

Action Coplesm: G-2 47 £

Iafo, Copiem: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

il
B0 11862 Sec. ME) and BD) & (B)
Cli~-IN-5085  (8-14-42) 1853% DSD lotter, May 5, 1978
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INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 49 Cawn
FILED 1739/13 August 14, 19842
BYVC 1947 Z

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko. AMBME 679, August 12, 1042
In last three days for Kroner from Milattache
enemy air activity has increased considerably and

consists chiefly of roadstraffing by ME one naught
nine SW.

Mazwell
ACTION: G-2 Fa
INFO COPIES: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

ko]
m'“““'ﬁ'ﬁmu-ium.m
08D lester, May 3, 1979
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EESECRET ™  corv .

| z2a A@MH A;{h"‘:ﬂ MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, m_"ﬂfiillf'g



D , 0
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

:ﬂ:d 1856,/13 INCOMING HESSAGm.t 13, 1943

rlw 2101 =
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Number AMSME 702, August 12, 1842
At dusk on August eleven twenty four D aircraft
of the Ninety Eighth Bombardment Group -tlpmw- w
Italimn miﬂrl I.n l':lml:u Harbor 1lII.II. one t d chfu-""

ol _|__L [ FUOErAL D on O Y.
! mmn d nﬂuuﬂtuhn& rnqrtm
thmnd feat nnm--d by heavy anti aircraft fire
forty two thousand pounds were drupnd ruutt.'ln;
d direct hlt- on m eTy 1

ﬂrﬂd anr-uloulthhd crule A ;
ent l.'ﬂ‘lﬂ.tl

ere OUTRIEIT In Seather that made vieibility of

target very difficult. All aireraft returned safely
from the mission. During the same night eight B dash
twenty four D aircraft from the same group sttacked
shipping facilities and the rml.r depot at Merasa
Matrubh. The aircraft dropped forty thousand pounds
of bombs in the target area but the results were
undetermined as low scattered clouda hupg over the
target. HNo enemy aircraft or antl aireraft artillery
was encountered. All these aireraft returnod safely

to their base.
Maxwell

ACTION: QFD
INFO, COPLES: G-2, A-2, COAAF, LOG
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ED, 11662, Sec. H(E) and HD) ae (B
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105p/12 WAR DEPARTMENT 1233x
BNs CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER Aug 12

To MILID

INCOMING MESSAGE

From London

No 3189 Aug. 12, 1942

Zero
Brit

land activity Egypt.
bombers raided Tobruk and fighter bombers

attacked suspected enemy headquarters northern sector
but result not seen. Dust hindersd operations.

ACTION:

MeClure

c-a2 B€

INFO. COPIES: OPD, A-2, CGAAP

BECLASSFER

ED, 11652 Bea. H(E) and SD) er (E)
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ACTION LOCAL AGENT REPGRTS 2 GERMAN LV IS10MS TRANSFERRED
::‘ AFRICA VIA SALONIKA AND 2 ITALIAN DIVISIONS VIA SICILY
Ty AND GREECE DURING PAST 2 WEEKS.
F-o015 HE EXPECTS ROMUEL RESUME OFFENSIVE SHORTLY AFTER
— AUGUST 15,
r-1 BRITIBH NUTIFIED.
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— DISTRIBUTION
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

August 12, 1943

From: ALUSNA IBTANBUL
Yor Actiom: OFNAY
121900 NCR 3526
Local sgent reports 2 German Divisions transferred
Africa vim Balonika and 2 Italian Divisions via Fieily
and Oreece during past 3 weeks.

He expects Rommel resume offemsive shortly after
August 15. British notified.

Navy Distribution:

18 Action

Recop: Cominech 10/11 20G BADD OFPDO
File: Navaide 200P

P-8 Action 16-F 16 18-1 16-C 186-J P-1 F-3 F-4 F-5 F
8/12/43/ws/4:43pm

Action Copy: G-3 S'E
Info. Copies: OFD

A=2
o ST
Log r.u:nnsn'a.ti-u-m"‘m"m
, Bay 3 1079
. maayn
.

CH-IN-4437 (B8/12/42) 2255

.1 8 JOURMAL NO. 170 AUG 121942
- 29
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CEWD

c13
kllnd 12/1340 Z Aug 12, 1942

r.l:l]

1411 2

From: Calro
To: Agwar Wash DC

Ko. Ameme 871 August 11, 1842

Airplanes of Nipnety Eighth Bombardment Group USAAFME
succesafully attacked shipping and harbor facilitles Beogazi
fering daylight hours August nineth with six seven thousand
pounds of bombm, Intensive and accurate antl aircraft fire
encountered. For Arnold from Brereton. Direct hits oo twe
wedium sire ships and on main central and outer moles with hite
or very near misses on one other ship. Two of our alrplanes
badly hit by anti aircraft fire but sueceeded in returning to
Iriendly territory where one crash landed with all crew safe.
Preliminary report on other airplane indicates six members
of crow made emergency parschute jump of which two had par-
achute failure and were killed the other four safe. Two mem-
bers of crew failad to bail out dissbled airplane and were
Xilled in creash. Further details this airplane htir. All
other aircraft returned.

Haxwell

ACTION: OPD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAP, LOG

RO, 1165 Ssc. () and 5D} or (E)
020 better, May 8, 1873

B J5H, HaEs De
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... INCOMING MESSAGE,

f1led 405/11 t 11, 1942
o 4 16022

From: Amembassy London
To: Nilid Yashn DC

Ho. 3182 August 11, 1943

Fothing to report land operatioms Egypt and RAF
carried out nornmal bombing raide on Tobruk, Daba
landing grounds, Bardia and Benghazi snd on enemy Et
concentrations forward Area.

Me Clure

Action Copy: G-2 d‘.";f
Info. Coples: OFD

A=-2
CG AAF

E0, 11082, Sex. S(E) and 8D} er (E)
080 letier, May 3 1972

B JSH, ﬁulnﬂuML-
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Yiled uuuznlthINCOMING MESSAGE % 11, 1942

-

From: Cairo
To: AOWAR

No. Amsme 643, Aug. 10, 1942

By lighters and harbor craft which have been
replaced on Par with rate of destruction by air (present
daily iptake at Tobruk is sufficlent to maintain all
land and 4ir Forces East of Tobruk operationally)

Derna Sollum and Bas Bilal all now megligible and by
small schooners and barges; Matruh receiving two
hundred tons daily against four hundred capaeity.

Axis unsuccessfully attempted use of ships at Matruh,
two sunk July teath by Alr and Naval action, one

sunk July twentieth by Naval action all three laden.
Shipments to Matruh mow by melf propelled landing barges.
Regarding effective neutralization of Axis North
African Ports by Allied Aircraft your two smeventy five
estimate those within range namely Benghazi Tobruk

and Matruh are now operating at sixty per cent potentiml
capacity daily total intake for these Ports is twenty
five hundred tons against forty four hundred potential.
For Marshall individual intakes per day as follows
Benghazi one thousand tons of reinforcement material
versus capacity of twenty hundred tonm latter figure
dependas op use of two jetties which are vulnerable

to air attack; Tobruk thirteen bundred tons daily with
maximum over twenty bhundred, unloading believe incressed
anti aireraft and coast defense protection at Matruh
will soon enable Axis to raise dally figure to four
hundred tops. Tripoli used as main base point for
Italian reinforcement material daily intake twelve
hundred tons, maximum estimated thirty hundred tons.

Concerning coastal raillroad. Lone from Bel
Hamed (near Tobruk at four three naught four one
naught) to El Alamein is almost intact. Normal lipe
capacity t wnty hundred tons daily. Enemy captured four
derelict locomotives of which possibly one now in mervica
DRSS
ED. 11062, Hee. HE) and HI) of (B)

DS letter, May 8, 1078

w J5H, mnn-.#lﬂ#.].—
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

o INEOMING +“MESSAGE " Fue 2

Axis also took three fifty freight cars believe about
three bundred now serviceable., Each car fourteen

tons maximom load, average tem tons., All water given
points for enginesn from Bel Hamed to Capuxxo were
dostroyed result mteam operation impoesible for
several weeks more. Reports, substantiated by arrival
August fifth st Tobruk of German ship Ankara capable
of one thirty ton lift, indicate importing of Diesel
locomotives, Best estimate is that by August tenth
railroad capable of one daily train of twenty cars;

by September firat possible two dally trains from Bel
Hamed to Daba totalling mbout seven fifty tons to front.
Further railroad incremse improbable without importing
more rolling stock.

Concerning motor trapsport Axis have sufficient
pooled vehicles (total ninty five hundred) to deliver
all land and air operational supplies to forward srea
providing Tobruk is most westerly base port.

Alr reconpmissance shows enemy uses sixty to seventy
self propelled landing barges named F damh lighters from

Benghaz! Eastward. Designed as tank landing craft
length one fifty mix feet beam twenty one feet laden

draft eight fest npeed eight knots deadweight load one
ten tons.

Indications are that substantial destruction of
enemy supply facilities is posmible if more medium and
heavy Allied bombers available.

Sumarize;: Now indicated daily intake Matruh by
ser two hupdred tons by road seven hundred tons total
nine hundred tona or abbut four hundred tons shy of
operational requirements based on thirteen hundred
daily tonm.

Sapmarize ns of August fiftesn: estimate daily
tonpages s follows Matruh by sea two fifty Dabe by rail
two hundred Daba by road tem hundred totanl fourteen
fifty. This is over top of requirements for operations.

AR
EC. 11652, Sec 3(E) and KD) or ()

OS0 letier, May 1, 1971

B JEH, mu:-th._}il'lr]} -
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMMNG = MESSAGE™ o ‘o Mee

Summarize ss of September one: estimate Matruh by
sea daily four hundred tons Daba by rall seven

fifty via road ten bhundred total twenty one fifty
tons which represents ability to build up substantial
reserve during quiet periods and have safe margin
over operaticmal reguirements during mctive periods.

Eaxwell

Footnote: WNo. 275 (CM-OUT-1159 l-ﬁ-i!]'-ﬂ-l

Action Copy: G-2 f

Info. Coplies: OFD
A-32
CG AAF
LOG

R
E.0. 11862, Sec HE) and D) o (E)
08D letter, May 4, 1072
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Caliro
To:  AGWAR

Fo. AMSME 641, August 10, 1042

Fo activity or changes Desert Froat A t six to
eight inclusive limited patrol contactas. Night seven
dash eight Australians reoccupled Tel E1 Makhad Ridge
at eight seven eight two nine five without incident.
British artillery concentrations on points eight seven
four three naught four and eight meven one three naught
two. Epsmy minefleld line eight meven eight two nine
nerught, eight seven eight two sight six, eight seven
five two eight three, eight seven five two seven six
and eight seven naught two meven nmught. British patrol
line along eight seven meven two meven eight, eight
saven meven two seven two, eight meven two two meven
naught, -L:ht seven two two five seven and eight seven
eight two four four to south. Enemy strength has bean
improving at a steady rate. Believe all one six four
German division now inm Africa lesm considerable transport
and heavy material coming by sea. Italian reinforcements
also arriving chiefly personpel from various units and
battalions of Bouogns Division absorbed into Front Line
Divisions. Posaible that Sabrata Division has been dis-
banded and remaining psrsonnel absorbed. British rein-
forcements primarily forty fourth division now located
Western Delta near Alexandria and fifty first Divisien
expected about August fifteen. Mﬂﬁ!

[ inelud aixty Grants. o doubt
enomy is prepar or o ve At earlles sible
opportunity with object to capture Delta by lightening
atroke. Estimate Rommel will probably resume offenmive
within a week or ten days. For Marshall.

ACTION: OPD Naxwell
IRFO COPIES: -2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG ‘
CH-1N-3923 (B/11/43) 1758Z
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INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 23 CSWD
FILED 1045/11 August 11, 1942
BYC . 1620
FProm: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMBME 642, August 10, 1842

Total nine American tank crews six men each located
in Forward Area operating with thirteenth Corps Twenty
Second Brigade Third and Fifth Tank Regiments. For
Marshall. Three crews stationed point four three nine
eight seven, six crews four three two eight seva four.
August sixth crews operated on practice problems. Plan
for Front Line corbat service as replacement crews not
before August tenth probably later that week. Morale

excellent.
Maxwall

Action Copy: OFD
Info. Coplem: G-2

A-2

CG AAF

Log

PERLATHED
B, 11662, Sec. HE) and HD) o B

OSD letter, May 3, 1973
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 10 CS¥D
FILED 1083/11 Auguat 11, 1842
BYC 1304

‘l‘n 1 E&u

Fo. AMSME 840, August 10, 1942

August eight General Gott and fifteen unidentified
pErsons were lled when Bombay plane was shot down by
ME one naught nines near Cairo Alexandria road while
proceeding to forward landing ground. For Kroner from

._Milattache increassd onemy motor transport activity may
signify regrouping of forces preparatory to offensive.

Maxwell
Action Copy: 0-3 &
Info. Copies: OFD
A-2
O3 AAF
Log
pre s

EO. 11668 Beo. H(E) and KDY or (8
B0 letter, May & 1872

gy JSH, Nul.-tu---.l]&—'bl—‘
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INCOMING MESSAGE

AMWAH 4 CEWD
Filed 134F/10 Aug. 10, 1942
ACH 13:02 Z

From; London
To; Milid

Ko. 3175, August 10th, 1042,

Fight seventh dotachment Brit reoccecupled formerly
held forward positions on Tel E1 Makh llbad Ridge Egypt
and there wao exchange artillery fire, Otherwise no
rhange land positions known here to six AM,

HAF did more hsrbor damage Tobruk and Matrub and
hit two enemy F ypt Fox bomts near Bardia. Brit air
recantly heve dentroyed sbout fifteen Germ semi pro-
pelled berges used transport pupplies and tanks from
Tripol! to Tobruk apnd Matruh ‘aleng coant.

Enewy alr riid near Alexandria night eighth no
damage .

EeClure

Action Copy: 0-3 B &

Info, Copiss: OFD

A=2

CO AAY ) DERAITED

Le: .0, 11682, Bee. S(E) xnd S or (B}
4 050 letter, May 3 197a
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From: London
To: Milid

Fo. 3170, August 9th, 18432,

Mideast Front Land msctivity remains quiet
except for patrols and exchanges artillery fire.

Continued operations against Tobruk by RAF.
Enemy fighter and fighter bomber against Brit fromt
lines increased since seventh.

Indications are that Axis expects Brit attack
scon. Looks from here that at rate Axis receiving
reinforcements Brit will be forced to make move
soon or Axis will obtain superiorty before Brit
reinforcements men and tanks will be aveilable for
hard front line desert fighting.

MeClure
Actiom Copy: G-2 r‘@ {
lofo. Copies: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
Log
R
EfL 11052, Bec. NE) and KT ox (E)
QS0 letter, May 8, 1972
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filed 1P/8 8, 1842
b 1397 2’

From: London
To: Milid
Fo. 3162 August B, 1842

Ro tactical situation Egypt . Greater activity
obaserved of enemy MNT.

Tobruk apnd Matruh bombing by RAF and enemy bombers at-
tacked British landing ground Burg EL Arab night sixth

causing fires.
McClure
ACTION: a2 BE -
INFO. COPIES: OFD, A-2, CGAAF, LOG
[EDLASSITED
E0. 116858, Bea. BH(E) and Y or (K]
CSD letter, May 8 1872
» JSH, mp..._a.]'jgbj_. ‘
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WAR DEPARTMENT 1613
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER Aug 7

INCOMING MESSAGE

From London
To Milid

No 3151 Aug 7, 1942

d or air ll.tntlou excapt
that lrlt pa ruE have encountered more t pnormal machine
gun fire in Northern sector and exchanges artillery fire in
Central and southern sectors have imcreased.

RAF bombing Tobruk and Matrubh Harbors and light bomber
and fighter bomber attacks on enmemy gun positions and mt
continue.

HeClure
Action Copy: G-2 - e
Info. Copies: OPFD
A-2
CG AAF
LIS
K0, 11664 Sec. $02) and §D) f ()

08D latter, May 8, 1678
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thed INCOMING MESSAGE Suly 7,100

From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washington

No. AMSME 584 August 6, 1942

Positions of ninetieth light elements as
reported in our five naught nine with concentration
of armored divisions with Army and Corps Artillery
::tuntﬂ.l sector correct. HNo changes reported to

e. - 2

Maxwell to Marshall estimate of situation
relative this concentration does not presage
immediate Axis attack. There is every indication
Rommel im improving defensive positions with
strength grouped centrally while awaiting reinforcements
of tanks and men. Some new tanks also forty new motors
and replacement parts have reached front., Todays
German tanks strength estimated at one fifty mark
three and four, with no light tanks, and Italian strengtl
one hundred medium and twenty light tanks. Estimated
about five hundred troop arrivalas daily from Crete by
air trapnsport. Axis motor transport probably four
five naught naught German five hundred Ifalimn all types.
These figures including about fifty per cent captured
British wehicles.

At present Auchinleck training and conditioning
important troop reinforcemente freshly arrived including
forty fourth division from Britainm.

Best estimate here no attack by either side
indicated until after August fifteenth at earliest
and probably sometime later.

Fo sctivity or change August fifth reference
your two sixty eight. BEL LESFIED
B, 1186% Sec HE) and KD) o ()
(S0 Intter, May 3, 1873

Maxwell . JsH, susowflaelis

No. 268 was CM-OUT-0827 (8/4/42) G-2 509 (CM-IN-0809 8/3/42) Opd

] —-m. £ /
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From: Cairo
To 1 AGWAR

AMSME 577, August 6, 1942

During the day of August four B dash twenty four D air-
craft of the Firat Provisional Group attacked convoy consisting
three large traosports and eight destroyers in the Mediterranean
Two direct hite and numerous near misses are claimed e a result
of dropping forty elght one thousand pound bombs. From Brereton
to Marshall and Arpnold. During hours of darkness on the smame
night aireraft from the Ninety Eighth Bombardment group attacked
the harbor of Tobrouk. Ko definite results from this attack
are available. Enemy eircraft seen and light anti mircraft fire
encountered. All of our aircraft returned safely from both

missions .
Maxwell
DECLASIER
Action Copy: OFD EQ, 1165, Bec. S(E) and &) or B

Info, Coples: -2 OAD lester, May &, 1872

A=2 - 3 o o e L
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LOG
CN-IN-2558 (8/7/42) 22387
27

W.L8JOURMAL ND. 131 AUG? 1942
WEERETT COPY No.

oo Aente A EEiCAHE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 18 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 3¢



—

¥

= m L A
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

AMWAR 2

rlw

Filed 1439/6 INCOM'NG MESSAGE ;:-E.; 6, 1942

From: London
To: MILID
Number 3143, August 8, 10432
Nothing to report from Egypt on land oxcept
active patrolling by Brit forward troops and alightly
increased enemy shelling in northern and central sectors.
Believed increase enemy shelling indicates belief Brit
may sgain attack. Attack also considered probable here.
Brit air bombed Tobruk and Matruh Harbors and
Brit light and fighter bombers attacked targets in battle area.

Axis dispositions now forward line all Germans
with Wops bahind. F

Reliably reported short petrol forward areas also
that Germ armored divisions short of MT.

Estimated Axis received during July by air twenty
thousand Germans eight thousand Wops mnd by mea two
thousand Germs and eighteen hundred Wops P8 Wops sent
by sea were part of first Buperga Inf Division. BHelieved
entire Germ one hundred sixty fourth Division from Crete
and Greece now reached North Africa and this Division
replaced in Crete and Creece by twentysecond Air Landing
Division and that one regiment latter Division or possibly
whole Division may also go Africa.

Captured order issued by Wop GOC refers to Wops
practice of easy surrender as having become almoat a tactical
rule and will immediately cease.

MeClure

Action Copy: G-2

Info. Coples: OPD, A-2, CO AAF, Log.

EO. 11653, See. 3(E) and HD) or (E)
08D letter, May 8, 1072
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From: Scde USBGvt Cairo
To: Agwar Weshington D C |

No. Amsme 5/1 August 5, 1942

Twelve aircraft from two squadrons of the Ninety
Eighth Bombardment Group attmcked the harbors and re-
pair depots of Mersa Matruh and Tobrouk during the hours
of darkness of the night of August second. For Marshall
and Arpold from Brereton. Forty seven one thousand pound
bombs were dropped in the target areas starting large
fires at both objectives. No enemy aircraft were encount-
ered and anti alreraft artillery light and ineffective.
All of our aircraft returned eafely to thelr base. No

casualties.
Maxwell
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ro. Amsme 536 August 5, 1942

August second, no activity on desert except for
Shelling in area -i:ht seven six two seven six. Definite
feeling that Iu;h sides are consolidation positione and
minimize possibility of Axis contemplating immediate forward
movement on southern mector.

Dispositions of enemy forces twelve hours August second,
Eiel group eight six eight three nm.'ht naught; three esighty two
group eight seven two three t dash eight seven mix
three naught four; one fifty fi h regiment less one
battalion eight seven three two nine two dash eight meven
one two nine seven; three sixty firset regiment eight seven
four two nine one area; one battalion of one fifty fifth
regiment eight seven five two nine naught; two hundred
light regiment and Trento Division eight smeven eight two nine
neught dash eight seven five two eight five; Pavia Division
at elght seven two two eight three; twenty first armored
Deir E1 Abyad to Deir El Shein; Flfteenth Armored Division
El Mireir to Grid two seven five; one bettalion three eighty
second regiment eight seven two two seven three; force
two elghty eight Quavet El Abd with Arietewestward; Trikute
square eight six dash twenty six; Littorio, north half
aquare eighty eix dash twenty five; also indicated elements

\ Italian.

Troop Divieion equipped ms Infantry located E1 Taga to
Quattara depression sccompanied by thirty third and five
eightieth reconnaiesance unite.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Fo. Amsme 536 August 5, 1942

Disposition of British troops no change from July
thirtieth except following; second armored Brigade area
four three five eight eight one; twenty second armored Brigade
at eight eight seven two seven four; fourth light armored
brigade Grid twenty six to Quattara depression; seventh
motor brigade from New Zealand Division to Grid twenty mix.

Eetimates on German tl.nt atrength tend to increase and
run from hundred to hundred thirty mark three and four;
Italian tank strength as previously reported.

British tank strength estimated twenty third arpored
brigade seventy eight Valentines and eleven Matildas,
cosbined second and twenty second armored brigades one twer
tventy six cruisers with forty five Grants and forty light.
Hew Zealand Division eighteen light.

Alr metivity night of July thirty first desh August
first, heavy bombers attacked Tobruck Harbor ome large
ship claimed hit, second set on fire. Also raid by
heavy bombers Matruh, Medium and light bombing attecks
on landing ground Fuke and Coast Rodd Sidi Heneish, and
Ghazal. ugust first, fighter bombers made attack in
central and gouthern sectors of front destroyed one
amsunition dump and more than twenty vehicles, also two
fires started.

Naxwell
i pe
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From: London
To: milid

Fo. 3140, August 5th, 1943.

Operations on land Bgypt still confined patrols.
Especinlly mctive Northern Sector both sides.

RAF again raided Tobruk Harbor also attacked
Bardis, Sollum and Matruth.

Comment: merely am opinion is believed Brit
mut so0on end present lull by again attacking as con-
tinved lack active operations suits Axis plans.
This for reason that with contipued development German
succius toward Caucasus Axis would prefer sit tight in
Egypt for time being, force Brit to maintain bulk their
Mideast forces facing Rommel instead of Iraq and Perain
whers they moon may be needed, meanwhile building up
Rommel for later use againat Canal mnd south end of
Pincer on entire Mideast.

MoClure
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Fraper Order
(¥ say
(z) %26
(v 527
W) S+18
From: Cairo () £%o
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMEME B27, August 4, 1943

For cryptographic security this message is
divided into five parts serial pumbers five two six to
five three zero inclusive rearrange as follows five
two seven dash five two six dash five two nine daash
five two elght dash five three rero. Nessage begins
the following message is in three parte. It contains
my strateglc satimate of t};gltut:lu- in Middle East.
For Arnold from Brereton it inc & my plan of
employment for United Btates Alr Forces operating in
this theatre. I am convioced that if means are furnished
for prosecuting the war in this theatre in accordance
with the requiresents outlined herein that maximum
results will be obtained. This entire communication
has been coordinated with RAF and Maxwall. The strategic
estimate indicates three major objectives for Allied
Alr Forcea in this theatre. These objectives discussed
in three parts as follows: firat objective to assist
Auchinleck in his mission to destroy Rommals forces
with direct and indirect air support. BSecond objective
to secure the smea and air cosmunications on and over the
Bediterranean Sea. Third objective a sustained ailr
offensive against the Axis by direct action agalnst
Italy and other vital strategic objectives such as
Roumanisn 0il Production and if pecessary oil production
in Causasus Area. Successful accomplishment of first
objective leads progressively to success in the second
and third objectives provided pecessary implementation
iz avalilable.

Part one first objective follows. Part one. Flrst
objective. USAMEAF heavy bombers cooperating with RAF
beavy and mw-.nt bhave supported E_ghth Army

E.0. 11664, Bec. () nnd 50 er (8
OBD lotter, May 8 1972
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMSME 527, August 4, 18542

by sustaiped attack agalpet epemy ports of embarkation
and debarkation and sea communications. Duri the
period Jupe twentyelighth to July twentysecond

heavy boob effort outside the battle araa has been
onehundred eightyseven individual airplane sorties
dropped ninehundred twentythousand pounda of hombe.
Effort USAMEAF to date has been eight hundred sixty

two thousand pounds bomba in two hundred aod seven
individual sorties. Our effort mainly against objectives
out of rapge RAF. For mame period RAF medium and light
bombardment has made sighthundred sixty nine smorties
dropped two million nine hundred thousand pounds

bomb: missions include Alrcraft Mining, Torpedoes,

Motor Transport, Alrdromes, Ports and shipping. During
=ame period RAF Battle Sorties in direct support of
Eighth Army was nineteen hundred forty nine medium and
Light Bomber Sortles dropped tiree million eighthundred
thousand pounds. Fourteen hundred eighteen fighter
bomber sorties dropped one million one hundred and sixty.

Hazwall

Hote: This is firat part of CM-IN-1578 (8/5/42). |
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From: GCairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSHE 536 Aogust 4, 1942

Thousand pounds bombs: three hundred
fortysix bomber (part two of message five two seven)
sortiea against forward airdromes dropped seven-
hundred fortyfive thousand pounds of bombe: aixthousand
onehundred eighty fighter sorties on machine gun
attack against ground installations, motor transport,
t..:;i troop concentrations, sweeps interceptions and
anac 8.

Conservative ostimate of alr results follows:
eighthundred to onethousand wvehicles per week have
been destroyed or seriously damaged. ONe hundred fifty
aix enemy aircraft have been destroyed fiftyseven
additonal probably destroyed and one hundred eightyfive
aircraft damaged for major overhaul. Destructier and
extensive damage of port facilities to include the three
major ports of Bengazi Tobruk and Matruh. Destruction
and severe damage to shipping in ports and along sea lines
of communications to include ports in Crete and Italy.
This action has been carried out unceasingly day and
night. It is certain that interference with eneny
communications, destruction of his transport. danage
and destruction to tanks, port facilities and shipping
| and morale affect of continuous operations contributed

+o a major degree in assisting the orderly withdrawal

of the eighth army. The alr effort of the RAF has been
withonut parallel except Dunkirk. The allied air effort
is mainly responsible for checking Rommels offopsive
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From: Ciiro No. AMSME 526 August 4, 1942 page 2 dm

on the El Alamein line and for denying him the means to
contipue his offensive.

Had there been available more supporting
artillery mand larger air forces to afford more direct
support in this theatre during recent effort of
BEritish to take offepsive it is possible that neutral-
ization of epemy tanks, artillery and defenasive works
would have been such to effect impetus and success to
the attack. One June first eighth army estimated
favorable ertillery ratio of eight to five and had
alr superiority, pBritish losses in artillery during
vithdrowal probably has created mdre favorahle position
for Rommel in thie respect. Additonal air support sust
be furnished eilghth army concurrently with heavy
bombardment for sustained operations against ports
of embarkation, dobarkation and ses lanes. Additiomal
air support is necessary to augment artillery superiority
necessary for sustained offensive. To effect the firat
objective it is essential that additional light, medium
and heavy bombardment and fighter units be made available
immediately. Sustained heavy bombardment action agalnst
Mediterranean ports and sea lanes will prevent Rommels
alr force from being increased materially above present
strength estimated to be three hundred fifty to four
hundred aircraft of all types.

oUr air units.
Maxwell

Continuation of CM-TN-1585, 1578, & 1606, (8/5/43).
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No. AMSME 528, Auguat 4, 18942

Can be committed to action almost immedintely after arrival
due to continued allied air superiority im this theatre. (part three
of measage five two meven) it is a momt effective weapon for desert
warfare and the only weans of peutraliring enemy land and sea
lanes of communication.

The time element is of vital importance. Heavy enemy air and
ground reinforcement may be expected in this theatres after Russisn
campaign stabilired no matter what the result of that battle is.

Alr movement of equipment, l:ipl.l-l and essential persocnnel
e¢liminates demands upon shipping. F permonnel available to support
initial combat elements until ground Echelons arrive.

For the first objective I recommend first that the threehundred
twentyfirst bombardment group medium scheduled for this theatre in
October be sent at earliest possible date., That it be equipped with
long range tanks and torpedo carrying equipment. Second that the
additional five pursuilt groups scheduled for arrival in this theatre-
from September to February be sent at the earliest posasible date
and that the first of these urita be sent by the most rapid means
possible as demonstrated successfully with the fiftyseventh group
pow hera. Third in addition to reinforcing units now Echeduled
that two additional heavy bombardment groupas preferably B twentyfours
be sent to this theatre immsdiately. Fourth that two medium or light
bombardment groups preferably dive bombers be sent to this theatre
immedintely. Fifth that the Halpro Detachment and Ninth Bombardsent
Squadron of the Tenth Alr Force now operating in this theatre as a
proviasional group be given a heavy bombardeent group status, Sixth
that plans be instituted lemediately for timely supply and replacement
of equipment and personnel to maintain all units at effective combat
strength.End of part one part two followa part two. BSecond objesctive..

Jiiisllon s 2 |
Ein 11652, Bee. NE) and 1) er (F)
08D letter, Moy 8, 1072
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR 1

Fo. ANSME 528, Auvgust 4, 1942

Concurrently with the accomplishment of the first objective,

hoavy bomberdment will furnish indirect support to Auchinleck by
attack of enemy ports and sea communications, This leads directly to
second objective.

Within range of heavy bombardment oparating from North Africa
Palestine apd Cyprus are many vital strategic targets, which it
successfully attacked would improve greatly the allied position in
Middle East and materially impede Axis war effort. MNiddle Esst
provides excellent weather practically all year yound, well adapted
for high altitude bombardment with ample terrain for large airdropes
easily constructed. Defense agalnst air attack relatively much
weaker than in northwest Europe. Concentrated air attack may well
affect Italian morale to a degree necersitating large diversion of
German.

Maxwell
Hote: No. 527 not yet received im WDCMC,
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMSHE 528, August 4, 1942

Effort from other fronts.

In past aireraft operating from Malta (part four
of message five two seven) has o best means of
interfering with enemy convoys. Sustaiped air attachks
on Malta bave practically destroyed its effectivenesa
28 & bume for RAF and naval attack against enemy sea
comsunications to Morth Africa. This permits enamy
convoys free access to North African Ports and materimilly
redeces chances of auccesaful Lybilan offensive. In
addition Axis may route convoys out of raoge of allied
alrforces based im Worth Africa except heavy bombardment.
Consequently only savailable mesne of interdicting encmy
| communications ia heavy bombardment operating from

Aorth Africa and Palestine sgainst enemy ports in South
Ttaly, Sicily and Crete, debarkstion ports in North
Africa sapd convoys enrcute. Strengthening alr defenses
Ealtan not sufficient to reduce enemy effort against
the island, but unless this effort reduced, great
danger exists of losipng this vital base which ls essent ial
to final objective. Enemy nir effort against Malta
bast reduced by aumtained mir action against enemy
tirbases in Sicily, Greece, Crete and the Dodecansse
saking this major strategicel objective for heavy bombard-
ment .

FE—

Current eneny superlority in Mediterrapean with
major portion of British Hediterranean Fleet withdrawn
therefrom leaves heavy bombardment principal weapon to
attack enemy naval forces and bnses in afore mentioned

DL
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From: Cairo
Tao: AGWAR

Ko. AMEME 528, August 4, 1943

localities. BSuccess of German drive to southeast

glves access to Cavcasus Oil. This is vital to Axis

dus to critical oil situation in German occupled

Eurcpe. If German successful in getting control of
Coucasus Allies must attack Caucasian 011 Industry
which becomes most vital target. Effective bombardment
of Roumanian oil facilities which provides onethird
total oil supplies to German Europe and two thirds crude
o0il products, could have decisive effect on onemy
etrategy. .

Should Eighth Army force Rommel to withdraw most
excellent chance for recapture Cyrenaica exists., If
heavy bombers available this will allow greatly incressed
scale of attack on targets above indicated and additional
strategic objectives to north, ioeluding Italy. Success-
ful mction should regain Maltas air and sea offensive
capacity.

. I recommend that for sccomplishment of this
objective, partially initiated during first objectiva,
first, two additionsal heavy bombardeent groups be
furnished this theatre as soon as practicable, Second,
that two additional torpedo carrying groups preferably
dive bomber type be furnished this theatre as soon as
possible. End of part two. Part three follows part
three. Third objective. If British recapture Cyrenalca
and second air objective is successful not only.

Maxwall

Note: Continuation of CM-IN-1505, 1576, 1606, and 1622
(8/5/42)
iciEbaiy
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From: Cairo
To:  Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 530 August 4, 1042

May Adr Forces increase their scale of attacks on
targets previously mentioned but new areas will be brought
within heavy bombardment range, the most important probably
(part five of message five two seven) being Italy itself
and the many industrial and military establishments therein.
Combined with air offensive from England against Germany
such attack may well have critical effect on already low
Italian morale even to extent of koocking Italy out of war.
Using Cyprus and Malta for. 0ff there come within range
the whole of the Italian nation and an area south of the
approximate line Badapest Bucharest.

It is recognized that supply of personnel and equipment
for these objectives present a majorproblem but I believe such
n vital ltl‘ltl‘;lc opportunity exists with large remunerative
results that if necessary deversion from other theatres
should be made to effect this action. This effort aided by
BAF most likely to lead to earlier favorable decision on the
war. Attacks mentloned on any or all targets must be sustained
with ample reserves and maintensnce, KNibbling at such major
targets merely loses chance of surprise and furnishes enemy
an opportunity to strengthen hie defenses, Successful air
action slong above lines should further result in large
reduction in lines of communications from United States and
England to this theatre, Basra and India. For this final
objective 1 recommend that two additional heavy bombardment
group be prepared and dispatched this theatre.

Best estimate of RAF outlook for heavy bomers this
theatre consiste of total thirtytwo halifaxes and thirtysix

Jidebloss ;|
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CSD lettar, May 8, 1979
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 530 August 4, 1042

liberators with no replacement. Upkeep of liberators to
be by cannibalization. RAF have now assigoed to squadroos
all types ninehundred fifty airplanes of whichk sixztyfive
percent maintained in commission am AD AVErage. Back of
these in various steges of repair and overhaul an additionsal
one thousand three hundred twentyfive airplaces. medium and
light bombardment and fighter reinforcements with mome :
cannibalization should maintain and possibly somewhat incremsse
RAF effort but at present time no major reinforcement in the
picture except few fighter squadrons and cannibalization and
attrition airplanes barely keeping pace with combat losses
currently. Howeveruponthe arrival of ground Echelons shortly
in Africa of the airforce units now in this theatre, RAF
unsrmed servicing units now serving these combat elements muy
be relessed or others made available to serve initially the
asdditional combat elements requested pending prrival their
own ground Echelon.

Susmmarizing, total Americen effort to effect this plan
would be eight heavy bombardment, four light bombardment (Dive)
two medium bombardment, siz pursuit groups and two photo = | -
gquadrons with associated gervices. Thim force assisted by
RAF effort is, I believe, mpproach to eventusl defeat Germany
and from defenmive view would be effective obatacle to
contiouing German success towards southeast. Further
strategic location this area of strong air force gives
Strong support to air and sea communications to India and
China and allied op erations in those theaters.

Eaxwell
Note: Continuation of CM-IN-1585 (8-5-42) and CM-IK-1578
(8-5-42). v
[ECRECIAER
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From: USG Amembassy Ldn
To: Milid

No. 3133, August 4, 1942

All Egypt reports received here to six AM date show only
ground activity was patrolling and small amount artillery
belling both mides.

RAF continue bombing Tobruk, Bardia and Fuka and fighters
raided onemy reconn unit Western Edge Qattara Depression also
attacked suspected enemy beadquarters central and mouthern
Areas.

Enemy air made intruder #aids night second against landing
grounds west of Alerandris but no damage reported.

NeClure
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No.  AMSME 522, August 3, 1942

Night July twenty ninth, thirtieth, enemy aircraft raided
& il Bell 8 Adirport using spproximately twelve medium bombers
NE opCaiv, evel attack. Destroyed engine repair and Armory
E-*"?shed, also eix planes damaged. Reported five people killed.
Airport closed one half day by delay action bombs. HNo snemy
planes brought down. Night of July thirty first, August
first enemy made similar raid inat same using same low
sltitude attack with two fifty kilogram bombs. Damage to
one squadron building and eight planes including three
Yellingtons. Three persons killed and four injured died in
bhospital. Ne wital installations damaged and airport oot
closed to operations. Four enemy planes brought down by
interceptors and anti aircraft fire.

Haxzwall .
ACTION COFPY: OFD
INFO COPIES: G-3, A-2, CG AAF, LOG
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From: Cairo
To: Agwer

Ho. Amsme 521, August 3d, 1942,

British Military Intelligence have no confirmation
of your advices but they have good evidence that
practieally all German reinforcements now reaching
Africa are through Greece. New Infantry Division is
already on way ncross and two Regiments of same have
been idectified near Alamein., Past experience hereo
with reports of troup movements through Erenner into
Italy havé been generally found correct as to movement
but lack accuracy as to quantity and types of material.
¥iddle East Headquarters agree that important reinforce-
ments will reach Axis Army in Africa and these AT
primarily tanks and men. They sre very much interested
in any further reports from your sources. Reference

your Amsme one gight two.

Haxwell

FOOT NOTE: 182 is CM-OUT- 7167 (7/25/42) OPD

E@, 11051, Bec. W(E) and 6D ar ()
OBD loties, May 8 1072

ACTIOR COPT: oFD
By JSH, paus pess >[ts]73
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2
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From: Amembassy London
To: Milid Washn DC

No. 3127 August 3, 1942

Only Erit land activity reported Egypt for mnight
thirtyfirst and days firat and second wes constant bharassing
and dispersion enemy working partiea by patrols.

Brit Alr bombed harbors Tobruk and Hatruh and
wirdrome Fuka and fighters attacked enemy camps and conyoya
of NT.

¥c Clure
o8
he .
ACTION COPY: G-2 P
IEFO. COPIES:
-2
CG AAF
el AR

E0. 11868, Bec, HE) and KT o (T
08D letter, May 3, 1972
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From: Calroe
To: AGNAR Washington DC

No. AMSME 509 August 2, 1942

Reported as of July thirtieth, following enemy
dispositions: Coast at eight seven six three naught
four to Tel El Eisa three eighty second Infantry and
supporting Artillery; to Meteiriya, bulk of ninety light,
Trento Diviaion, and Eiel group supported by a square
M thirteen tanks: To point sixty four at elght seven
8ix two seven nine, Brescis and Pavia Divisions,
two bundred light Infantry Regiment and one Battalion
one naught four light Infantry, also Corps and Army
Artillery: To Qaret E1 Abd, fifteenth and twenty
first Arsored Divisions also second Eattalion three
eight second light Infantry Regiment, and two elghty
oight group. To Taqa Plateau, Ariete, Littoris, and
Trieste Divisions. FEnemy tank atrength estimated as
German mark. three and four, ninety; Italian, eighty to
hundred. By August third, German tank strength expected
to reach one hundred. British dispositions as follows:
Australian twenty sixth Brigade from coamst to elight
#seven alx two nine two, twenty fourth Brigade to point
elght seven nine two nine one; South African second
Brigade eight seven nine two eight two dash eight eight
oaught two nine naught, First Brigade Alamein box. Fifth
Indian with first Punjab Brigade in line eight seven
oight BVF seven eight dash eight seven nine two eight ooe .
Few Zealand fifth Brigade eight seven eight two seven
naught dash eight meven eight two seven smeven. Armored
dispositions twenty third Brigade four two eight eight
nipe eight area. Twenty second Brigade, four three five

DELKSFR

EO. 11862, Bac, HE) and KD or (8
O&ED better, May 8 1972

By JSH, umnm.ihﬂl?—-
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Page 2
From: Cairo
To: AGFAR No. AMSME 5080 August 2, 1542

eight elght two, alsoc second Brigade of first Division.
Seventh motor Brigade covering area from point eight meven
eight two seven naught, south to eastern tip of Taga
Plateau at eight naught seven two five two. Concerning
twenty third Armored Brigade attack on July twenty third,
where nine six (I tanks) mostly Valentines were used and
in which all but eighteen were lost, it is reported on
same avening a total of seventeer had been recovered and

additional ones also recoverabhle.

Maxwell
ACTION: OFD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, BOS-TAG, LOG
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From: London
To: MILID

No., 3122, August 2, 1942

Land activity reported from Egypt to six AN
date cmsisted of exchange artillery fire Northern
Ssctor and an engagement between Brit patrols and
lh:tt working payty im South Sector near Bab El1
Qattara,

Brit also recovered two their own tanks during
same night.

Day thirty first quiet with bad dust atorms and

from reports so far received day August first also
quiet. -

Brit alr continued bombing Tobruk and camps and
Mt between Matruh and Fuka.

En r bombed ea causing civilian
L] a eliopolis air ou
serious damage.
McClure
Action Copy: 6-3 F&
[ECLLSIAE
Info. Copies: OPD EO. 11652 Sec. 5(E) and 5T or (B
A-2 . 5 1873 i
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMSME 504, August 1, 1942

firmt i t
al 1l ac 5 th African and
eland patrols report at vicinities of

Seoyet E1 Miteriya and Dar E1 Abyad, Digging in by by Italians
reported in general mrea eighty six dash twenty five. Sixty
ninth brigade suffered heavy losses in withdraw action
around Dar El on July twenty ninth, Also two Aus ian
Brigades lost one Battalion each during early stages of same
engagement. Reports also indicate heavy casualties smong Axis
troops. Heliably reported total Eritish casulties Western
Dgmert Campaign up to night of July twenty seven dash twenty
eight are seven two, six thres eight killed, wounded, prisoner
of war, . » Averaged daily
sirength of eightharmy was one twenty eight thousand; on July
twenty seventh, figure one twenty two thousand. HReinforcements
primarily received from ninth and tenth armies since only
other reinforcements known were two brigades representin
eighth armored division received from England. In addition,
fifteen thousand sick have been evacuated of which meventy
five percent are dysentery cases, Estimated that thirty
percent of these have returned to duty. Today reported that
ninety eight moved to Southern Flank, covering general area
from Qaret El ABD to E1 TAQa plateau, Positions also cecupled
by Ariete, Littorio, and Trieste Divisions, This shift of
ninety light from Northern sector may indicate Axis plan for
sweeping movement eastward along southern slope of Ruweisat
Eidge using ninety light in conjunction with fifteenth and
twenty first armored divisions,

Mazxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko, ANEME 498, August 1, 1942

'"]‘I’s Y '

Seven B dash nty four D aircraft of the ninety edghth
group participated in the first combat mission of their group
during the hours of darkpess July thirty dash thirty one by
successfully attacking the harbor facilities and motor repair
depot at Mersa Matruh, For Larshall and Arnold from Brereton.
Over thirty thousand pounds of bombs were dropped causing large
fires in target area., Royal Air Force cooperated by precedl

the B dash twenty four attack with Wellingtons which illuminated
the target and started fires.

Maxwell

ACTION: OFD
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From: London
To: NILID

Number 3117, August 1, 1942

During night twentyninth Brit patrols very
active whole Egypt fromt. Day thirtieth nothing
to report. Reports covering thirtyfirst not yet
roeceived London.

During above period RAF bombed Navarino and
Tobruk Harbors,

HeClure
Action Copy: G-2 54'—:-. el s |
Info. Copies: OFD ED. 11852, Sec. 8(E) and B} a¥ (2)
A-2 OBD latter, May 3, 1872
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ACTION
=E U5 EEXICO PASEEL THRU ADEN JULY 5457 WITH 900 ITALIAR
F-01 PHIGOHERE FAUU EGYPT FOR DURCAN. TALKED W!TH S0UTH
——{  AFRICAN AliMY OFFICERS ABOARD FRESH FiOM DESERT BATTLES.

e THEY DECLARED FOSITIVELY THAT PRESEAT ALLIEL FURCES 1IN
PoT EGYPT WILL HOLD GERMAN ARKY 15 CMECK BUT THAT ADLITICNAL
= REIKFORCELENTS OF MEN AKD UATERIAL WILL BE NEEDED TO SWEEP

F=11

F2 CERUANS OUT UF EGYFT ANL LIBIA. THEY PRAISED PERFORMANCE
= OF ALMERICAN TANKS. SAIL THAT UNDER MO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL
F—Z0

= EGYPT BE ALLOVED TC FALL INTC CERMAN MANDS. ITALIAN

F-a2 PRRISONERS PASSING THRU ADEN ON AMERICAN SHIPS HAVE GIVEN

e ND TROUBLE, ARE DOCILE, IN GOOD SPIRITS AND ANXIOUS TO

F-34

F-33 KORK. HAD BEEN DELUDED BY FANTASTIC AX1S PROPAGANDA

B ABOUT ALLIED LOSSEE AT SEA AMND HAD EXPECTED MUSSOLINI TO

o  LEAD VICTORIOUS ITALIAK ARMY INTO ALEXAKDRIA.
16... .. ACTION
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CONFBENT I —

FROMy  ALUENA ANSCAT
O OQFNAY

Oermans have informed Turks recent offensive Xgypt was not sxpested Lo
M“‘m“h““ﬂ“““ﬁ
Allise. hﬂl—mm_—r“iﬁdm
reinforcements tud that drive will ® resumed wnless refmforoemenis stopped
or unless Sommals presssi army is besten in near future,
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar .
Ho, Ameme 423, July 31st, 1842, #‘f J?J ?{’;;3

On July twenty eight B dash twenty four D airplanes
of the United States Army Air Force Middle East attacked
ships and shipping facilities in Suda Bay on the Island
of Crete at dusk. For Marshall and Arnold from Breraton.
Twenty five tons of bombs were dropped. Several hits
cleimed on ships in harbor. Light anti aircraft fire was
encountered all of our aircraft returned safely to their

bege .
Haxwell
Action Copy: OPD
Info. Coples: G-2 LA
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 489 July 31, 1942

On July thirty B dash twenty four D Aircraft of the
First Provisional Group of the United States Army AirForces
Middle east attacked large transport surrounded by seven
deatroyers and one cruiser in Navarino Bay in southern
Greece during daylight hours. Thirty five one thousand
pound bombs ere dropped at the large transport which was
the primary target, It is reported that at least one bomber
scored bit but this has not been confirmed by photographie
reconaimeance. Anti Aircraft fire heavy but inmccurate.
From Brereton for Marshall and Arpold, During darkness on
the seme date four B dash seventeen Alrcraft successfully
attacked Tobrouk, All aircraft from both missions
returned safely to their base.

Maxwell
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Freom: London
To: Hilid

Ko. 3110, July 31, 1942

Land situation Egypt remains quiet although
British offensive patrols active.

Both sides minelaying and digging in. Enemy
specially engaged in strengthening defences his Southern
Sector aud relaying mines in Sanyet E1 Miteir Iya Area which
ware r:-mr-d by British duriog their attack om the twenty

eventh .

Revised reports from Mideast now mhow that British
Armored Brigade was involved in fighting on twentyseveath mnd
that it lost at least thirteen tanks against enemy antitank
guns and tanks before being forced to withdraw. Previous
Mid east report that srmored brigade- was not cosmitted in
that attack as shown in our thirtyone zero cne therefore
incorrect.

British air operations continue attack enemy Mt
wlthough bampered by dust. Also continue bombing harbora
Matruh and Benghazi.

Enemy air made several recent attacks airdromes
and workshops Cairo and Alexandria areas causing considerable
damage .

MoClure 5. ;455 Gee O(E) and 60) or (B}
050 letter, May 8, 1973

by JSH, mans
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From: CINC BWPA
To: Chief of Btaff War Dept
No. C 173 July 30, 1842

Sowespac area ocperations report for
period fourteen hundred Zed slant two eight to
fourteen hundred Zed slant two line.

Part one. Ambon: One small destroyer one
merchant vessmel ( sixteen hundred tons )} Ambon
Bay. New Guinem: Ambasi: Two enemy convoys pro-

L] totalling possibly four
destroyers four transports one -possible military
landing eraft carrisr. Port Moresby: Incendiary
bombe apparently keroseme filled and easily ex-
tinguished used in enemy raid. New Ireland:

Bteffex Btralt: four deastroyers and one gunboat
morning July twentynine. Kavieng: Indications
recent work on mirdrome, New Britain: Aabaul:
Reconnaissance worning July twentynine four war-

shipa (posmibly two cruisers two destroyera)

fifteen merchant vessels, five flyi boats in
Harbour; twelve to fifteen aircraft mainly fightera)
Lakunai airdrome. Gasmata: enemy fighter patrol

In evidence. BSolomons: Quadalcanal: six zero fighters
reported Kukum. Malaita: enemy party from ship
escorted by destroyer landed Coleridge Bay

(North West Cnruz July twenty seven: Reconnmissance
shows no Japaness Maramasike. Buka: Alirdrome
repcrted completed. Schana: fifty Japanese,

stores, guns and radio northeast corper of Island,
Eieta: Heavy fortifications.
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From: CINC BWPA
To: Chief of Staff War Dept
Ho. C 173 July 30, 1942

Part two: New Guinea: Kokoda: Village recap-
tured by enemy morning July twentynine; allied
forward positions two miles mouthesst Kokodn. Gona:
Night raid by two catalinas; no result. Bakumbari
(five miles north Gona): Divebomberas escorted by fight-
ors attacked enemy convoy scoring direct hit on destroyer
or merchant vessel and four pear mimses other veasels;
cne enemy aircraft probably destroyed. FPort Moresby:
Two or three flights of heavy bombers dropped HE
and incendiaries vicinity three mile and seven mile
sirdromes; po damage or casualties, Mainland: BSouth
oast Coast: Allied aircraft muccessfully attacked
enemy submarine off Cape Howe.

Part three. Gona mrea: Two RAAF PBYS dropped
twelve five hundred 1lb GP pixty twenty lb fragmenta-
tion two clusters ‘ncendiaries on mreas near stores
and barges from two thousand five hundred fest; two
RAAF PBYS to attack shipping Gonauat night: one
aireraft dropped eight two hundred and fifty 1b GP
bombs on vemsel, twentyfive twenty 1lb fragmentatlion
over Gona; no results observed; other aircraft re-
a.urud engine trouble; wisibility bad. One RAAF

asufort on convoy duty attacked mubmerging sub- '
m two hundred one -] delay;

rat Juat forward Conning Tower two hundred
feet, large patoh oil seen. One RAAF Hudson on Recco
Ambon, two near misses small vessel; interception one
eero evaded. BSeven A twentyfours escort seven P
thirtynines to attack shipping Ambami: Bix five
hundred 1b demo bombs on target ome to two thousand
feet; one direct hit om destoyer or merchant vessel

three near misses; one mircraft attacked by two meros,
one posmibly shot down; report from one A twentyfour
only to date; one A twentyfour shot down, one damaged
at Fall River, four missing; cloud base nine thousand
feet, scattered gumulus,

MacArthur.
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Amcn Embassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3101, July 30, 1942

General situation Egypt unchanged past twentyfour
hours to six AM date. Enemy has been consolidating his
position and laying minefields in Central Sector. Brit
land activity confined patrols.

Germ reinforcements continue arrive by air rate
five hundred plus daily. Bmall pumber tanks alsoc arrive
forward area at intervals on self propelled barges from
Tripoli. Latest count Axis tanks active in forward area
one hundred eighty with forty to fifty other undergoing
front line repairs.

Preas reports that Brit lost tanks in attack on twenty
aoventh not repeat not true as Brit Armored Force intended
for attack was never committed due Germ immediate counter
sttack which included very heavy concentration anti tank

funs.
NeClure
Action Copy: 62 BE
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Cairo
To: AGYAE Washington

No Amame 447, July 29th, 1842 |

Further report oo action which started early |
July twenty seventh. For Marshall., Australians [
reached limited objectives about point thirty three
at eight seven six two eight nine. Attack was supported
by First South African Division and by Artillery and |
Fifth Indian Division. Also support given by Sixty
Kinth Brigade which had been moved from E1 Taga pos-
ition st extreme Southern Flank. Motorired Infantry
and Light Armored succeeded in affecting small breach
of enemy mine field insufficient to permit passage
of Heavy Armor. GStrong German counterattack supported
by Strom Artillery fire forced withdrawal of Australians
to original positions extending from Tel El1 Eiga,
Southeast through point twenty two, at Bir El1 Makh
Ehad Toholr Qusur El Atash then South mlong eighty
eight Grid., 8Sixty Ninth Brigade was isolated temp-
orarily near Deir E1l Dhib was able to withdraw with
unspecified losses. HReports indicate twenty tanks
were left behind., Two Regiments of German one six
four Division definitely identified at fromt. German
tank strength estimated by MEF at ninety mark three
and four, with estimated daily reclamation at tem,
Ho pnew German tanks ideptified. Situation aleong entire
front quiet onm July twenty eighth after asction described.

DECLASSFIER
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filgd 130P/29 July 20, 1942
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From: AMNCN Embassy London
To: Nilid Washn DC

Fo. 3097 July 29, 1942

In Egypt the Infantry attamck Launched morning
tventyseventh referred to our three zero eightyfive
got thru enemy minefields and to its objectives. How-
over immediate enemy counter attacks forced BErit forces
to later withdraw to former positions with considerable
casualties and no further operations have been reported.

He Clure
3085 (CM-IN-9703  7/28/42)
Action Copy: G-2 29 & (RS
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From: Cairo
To : Agwar

AMSME 410, July 28, 1942

Flying fortresses and consolidated aircraft of this
command attacked the harbour and dock facilities of Tobrouk
during the hours of darkness July twenty five. Many medium
eized fires started in the main dock area and one extremely
large fire which instantly spread to a very wide area believed
to be gamoline and oil storage Tobrouk. From Brereton to Armold.
Anti aircraft fire encountered but no enemy aireraft. All of
our airplanes returned to their bases safely.

Maxwell
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From: CINC SWPA
To: AGWAR Washington D C

Fo. C-166 July 28, 1942

Estimated enemy strength New Gulinea dash Bismarck
Archipelago dash Solomons as follows: Dutch Hew Gulnen:
Bix to eight hundred, maximum one hundred at following
polnts: Fak Fak, Hollandia, Babo, Habire, Soromg, Sarmi,
and Mapokwari. Australian New Guinea: Lno twenty five
hundred; Salamsur five hundred; Buna dash Gona twelve hun-
drad to two thousand. New Britmin: Rabaul twelve thousand;

other occupled points Pondo, Ulamonm, Gasmatn, no estimate.

Following in reply to your number sixty four of twenty
second New Ireland: Eavieng two hundred, patrols at Namai
Fii, Bimberi Island (Rabar Group), Cape George. Enang
Beland: eleven hundred. Manus Island: three hundred. Sol-

omons: Bougainville: Sopana dash Buka F sasage ®six hun-

dred, Eieta five hundred, Faisi dash Buin one hun-
dred; Tulagi sixteen hundred, partly dispersed to Gawvutu,
Halavo, twleve man cutposta at Gole (NE Florida Island)
and Sandfly Passage: Guadalcanal: Lunga dash Tenaru Dash
Tetere three thousand, (Infantry, Air Ground Staff, no
mochanized units), thirty man outposts at Taivu, Cape
Experance, Cape Hunter; Yeanbel Island patrols at Tanabuli
and Retata Bay no eetimate; Malaita: large camp reported
on mll igpland Maramasike Passage, no estimate.

% .-Zé 000, MacArthur
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NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ACTION
MESSAGE: From: MacArthur, CINC BWPA
Tot AGWAR
Ko: Cc-188 7/28/42
Classification: Becret |
¥.D.C.M.C., No.: CM-IF-10381 7/30
Action originally assigned to: OPD [
Action reassigned to: G-2 |
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMEME 430 July 25, 1842

Firat light twenty seventh the Twentieth Australian |
Brigade la ed attack from Sanyet =1 Mitelriya southwest
along track leading to Deir el Abyad eight seven naught two
eight two. Infantry attack preceded by artillery prepara-
tion sgainst Axim artillery and arsor concentratlions
around Deir el Abyad and el Mireir. First Bouth African
Divisicn mand Fifth Indian Division moved westward converging
toward same objectives am Australimn Brigade. Attacks
described as of a limited objective nature with statement
that objectives have been reached but no further details
now available, No changes on northern and southern

sactors. |
Haxwall
ACTION OFD
INFO. COPIES: G=-2, A-2, CGAAF, TAG, LOG, FILE
BELLAZEHRED
EO0, 11682 Besc. 3(E) and KD} or o2
08D letter, May 3, 1971 p

B JSH, mmulﬁim-—

CM-IN-10181 (7-20-42) 20232

[ s e copY Mo ! |

O /1"&" A Afl!zg MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEM

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 3/¢d



y W 2

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

3 oz INCOMING MESSAGE

fb

A3 2§ 1942

From: Lopdon

To: Milid
Ho. 30B6 July 28, 1942

In Russia Germs have reached Don Dus Weat Stalingrad.

Germs have four Bridgebesds on River Don over a
distance about one hundred twenty five miles.

Germs still have one Bridgehead Voronesh but ituss have
made gaine in Voronezh Area.

A

. Btrong probability of Germ operation Eastward from
Eerch Peninsula when this our fit in with progreas of
drive on Caucasus from North.

Russ forces Voronegh area and East of Don North of

Stalingrad remalin threat to Korthern Flank Germ force s ad-
vancing South op lower Don.

Russ withdrawals to the East have been successfully
carried out but feared Russ withdrawals Southward toward and
acrozs lower Don mot repeat not so successful sod have re-
sulted heavy losses personnel and heavy sgquipment.

Above substance reports ju