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Fifty five thousand pounds of bombs were dropped
on enemy installations at Tobruk during the hours o
darkneas of Auguet thirtieth dash thirty first by heavy
bombers of the Firet Provisional Group Americam Alr Forces
Niddle East all of which returned to théir sirdromes,
For Arnold from Brereton. Many fires were started and
large explosions occurred. Ko enemy aircraft were
encountered but heavy inmccurate and ipeffective antil
aireraft fire and searchlight i{llumination received.
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% The Italian 20th Corps is composed of the
following units:
Trieste =---- motorized unit
l Arlette =---- armored unit
Pavia -—===-—- infantry unit
Sabratte ---- infantry unit

Strength mid-August 13,000
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Further detailms preceeding Axis attack morning
thirty first as follows: 1last light thirteith

b three thousand and four
tour Fhoteaad™ of *hoter &

occurad in
Hquares eight five two five and eight five two Bix,
Stationary and well distributed along track from
Gebel Ehirag ®ight five one two five four to Deir
El Qattara eight six three two six nipe. First
light thirty firame all German tani Btrength, i‘.u'tnn,
iwenty firm¢ armored divisiong and nipetieth light
were concentrated between Deir El Munsssihb eight

As of fourteen bundred hourg thirty firge:
oinetieth light held gt eight eight naught two gix E
8ix, fifteenth armored divimion attacking am column ¥
of one bundred forty tanks at elght nine two two g g
Tive mix, twenty first armored diviaion A8 column -
of seventy tanks at oight nine two two fiye naught , [
tali Enty corps following behind armored E ;E'
0 of enemy tank and plane

losses but too early for confirmed results, d"'::-" ¥ _{
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.

Medium and heavy bombers of the UBAAFME
successfully attacked the Harbour and dock
facilities of Tobruk and snemy landing grounds
eanst of Merse Matruh dr ing sixty six thousand
pounds of bombs during the hours of darkness
August twenty nine. For Arnold and Searles from
Brereton. BSeveral large fires and gxplosions
were caused at Tobruk and one large explosion
and several fires started on enemy landing grounds.
Other resulte unobserved. Anti aircraft fire and
search lights mctivity moderate with no enemy
night fighters engaged. All dur aireraft returned to
their bases.
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or attack launched by Axis twenty three hundred hours
August thirtieth, local time. Twenty first and fifteenth
Arpored Divisions joined ninetieth Light between twenty
five and twenty ‘six nax_tug”pm-. At mero one thirty
hours thirty first August had reached minefield and
British positionm at grid eight seventy meven. Latest
indication twenty first Armsored is on the porth and making
holding attack while other two divisions make main attack.
Movenent supporied by Italian twentieth Corps troops in
rear. timated strength of attacking unite twenty
firast fifteenth Armored each seventy five hundred
mon, ninetieth Light seven thousand. Total twenty two
thousarid, British estimate each enemy armored division
bas fuel for three hundred kilometer travel,
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No. 3319 August 31, 1942

Brit land patrols continmue activity along whole
Egyptian front and have inflicted casualtles in sev-
eral epcounters with enemy patrols and working par-
ties.

Increased enemy activity Southern Bector ob-
sarved.

Brit bombers damaged train on coastal railway
¥West of Matruh on twentyeighth and that night attack-
ed MT in battle zome also Toburk and El Daba Rail-
way station and landing ground., BSame night RAF coop-
erated with Naval Force bombarding E1 Dara area.

Enemy fighters unusually active during twenty

ointh attacked Brit bombers over forward area.
Easmy ra over Alexandris area night twenty
ninth but no report of any damage.
MoClure
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Following changes in enemy positions: Brescis
Divimion South to point eight six five two five seven,
Littorio located at eight six rero two five seven.
Folgore Division, new identification composed of two
regiments of Italian parachutists from Fourth Cacclatore
and alao former elements of Eighty Fifth and Eighty
Gixzth regiments of Sabrata renumbered one hundred eighty
fifth and one hundred eighty sixth, stationed area eight
aix nine two six five. Pavia has ;.'I removed to area
thout sixty five miles west of froat line Bir Khalda
seven two five two nine two. One Hundred Sixty Fourth
German Division headquarters now at eight six seven
three zero six. British positions remain as reported
except Tenth Armored Divieion moved forward to four five
soven eight eight nine and Eighth Armored Brigade now
at four five seven eight eight five,.
placed at two hundred forty G ]

U8 light and British try
LTI e et Iv It coatianes
except for oumerous patrol encounters. Scuth African
patrols made penstration of enemy minefield gap at eight
seven six two eight one following meveral enemy smoke
screens about half hour duration at Deir E1 Bhein, with
no apparent changes. Enemy patrol attempting minefield
reconnalssance engaged August twenty eighth at eight
feven five two six three. Allied air activity contioues
againat forward areas as well as coastal regions at
Daba, Matruh, and Tobruk. Axis alr activity during week
ending August twenty fifth has been on a grostly redoced
scale, From the twenty second to the twenty fifth in-
clusive there were neither day or night bombings of
Malts, por were any attacks reported during later part
of week againat forces in battle area. Btriking example
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of curtalled enemy alr attacks shown by unloading and :
return of five merchant ships from recent Malta convoy,

escort, and two additional merchant ships Malta to

Gibraltar without enemy attack. On August twenty seventh

Halta resumed air offensive by raiding Sicily airdromes,

destroyed ten alrcraft. Enemy alr confined to recom-

oalssance Port Said, Alexapndria, Cairo and Delta areas.

Also bombings of alrdromes between frootand delta. Nights

of twenty firast through twenty fourth from five to twelve

JU eighty eight planes attacked mirdromes in Arniriya aod

Wadi Natruh areas., Right twenty eight dash twenty nine

Axis bombed mirdromes rear battle and Cairo vicinities.

Local resulte include excellent examples of benefits of

positive camouflage. Destructiof involved one fake mir-

drome and dummy planes followed by gasoline fires ignited

by ground crews. Only reported change in Axis aircraft

strength or locations covered by movement of thirty

German bombers from Sicily to Crete for purpose of

action in Egypt instead of against Malta. Supply problem

6till remains a vital point in enemy ealculations.

Although substantial improvesent has been made by re-

suméd coaatal raill operations, sir attacks at Tobruk

and along supply line plus submarine nction against ships

have effected Axis plans. Eapecially in aviation fuel

im the shortmge felt, as indicated by curtailment of air

netivity and also use of bombers for transport of fuel

from Oreece and Crete. Estimates are that enemy has

only three days aviation fuel on hand for air attack.

Ertimate of situation still maintains possible attack

by enemy in near future. Massing of strength im southern

asctor, stress of air reconnaissance and attacks on

British landing grounds, consolidation of fuel, Italian

tank strength, with two hundred in Arietea and balance in P
Littorio Divisions, adjacent to ninetieth light, coupled !
with elear evidence from prisoners of war and enemy

deserters, point to exzpected attack. Despite restrictions

of airplane fuel Axis is undoubtedly mlsc husbanding ¥
serviceable aircraft for air support. However pre-

poaderence of indications =till point to = southern close

in envelopment .
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More tham usual activity Brit Infantry patrols against
enemy working parties forward of Axis main positions and
several work parties dispersed with casunlties. Enemy
now screening work parties with smoke.

On twenty eighth Brit bombers attacked Southbound
convoy North of Derns obtaining two torpedo and one
bomb hit., Tobruk Harbor and Mt in battle area mlso
bombed.

Same day Malta aircraft sunk Southbound ship seven
thousand tons and damaged escorting destroyer Northwest
of . Poaasible sunk ship contained elements

f* Germ twenty second Divieion.
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KFight tweaty sixth Brit patrols engaged enemy
working parties with artillery fire in Horthern and
Central Ssctors Egyptian Front and inflicted casualties,

Last twenty four hours very little ground activity
either side.

Brit torpedo a tank
ngmt Coant Bl"i‘%t gr F&Etr seventh. RAF Eu_i'li!lnua

acks trans n battle area and aireraft on enemy
landing grounds.

MIS Control: opinion here that only shortage
certain supplies neceamsary sustained attmck now holding
Rommel and if received will start. Also that when
Brit Commander considers attack imminent will try beat
him to punch with limited operation, otherwise Brit

111 wait arrival expected hesvy equipment .

MeClure
Action Copy: G- E p
Info. Copies: OPD EO, 11862, Bee. 5(E) and 5) or 090 !
Log OSD better, May 5, 1672

p JSH, samspesadeefn3

CM-IN-11475 (8/30/43) 1356z
W.1.8, JOURNAL NO. 66 AUG30 1942

27 |
T COPY No.

8 Abery ,dff-"f‘ THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 2]ed



L I

WAR DEPARTMENT 1 (
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER ENA

INCOMING MESSAGE  ~

PARAPHERAGBE
Telegram mo. 1370 Dated: Aug 28, 68 pm
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Beinforcemsnt of 2 German snd 5 Itslian divisions of
infantry have gone to Rommel it is estimated by a relisble
|| source. There are in Italy ready to move 3 other Germsn
divisions, In the light of these preparatioms, which are
{ not yet complete, mources here believe that thers will be
a8 delay until late September im the launching of the
German-1talian offensive in Egypt.

Foregoing for Military Intelligence.

TUCKE
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From: Cairo

To: AgWar
Ho. AMEME 981 Aug 28 1942

Ho activity desert front except patrol
contacts by Sourth Africean and New Zealand units
in Central and Northern Bectors. USAAF and RAF
contioue bombing and straffing operations on enemy
ground forces in central ares and on enemy aircraft
on ground at Sidi Haneish. Presence of enemy air-
craft on forward sirdromes but little or no sir
notivity indicates confirmation of shor {3 |
uLll'.l,l_t__ﬂl_Ill.ll. now considered ¥y tang
for delay of Axis attack expected August twenty uh:l:h.l
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Over fifty percent Axis shipping te North
” Afries during past month has been sunk by Brit.

but may be delayed until sarly September by
forward supply conditicom. Brit also hope will

Brit believe Axim offensive to be expected
/ bl_#luyﬂl which to their advantage.
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Hothing important on land Egypt.

RAF inflicted heavy camualties on trucked
Garmar troops in back areas on twentyfifth and
bombrd Mt Forward areas same bight mleso Tobruk and
Chrioth Cannl.

German mircraft dropped subversive pamphleats
// Irj.:t-n in Indian dislect on British and New Zealand
units,

¥ar office reports show following: larger
concentrations than usual of Mt in Forward areas
| and evidence more mupplies and equipgent being
| received Forward than previously. However
Axis 8ti1l lacks motor fuel and certain classes
iLntitank ameunition forward.

| Little Germ air activity Egypt lately and
* 0o repeat no dive bombers used past several weeks
due Rommels desire corserve mireraft and bring
i to highest combat efficiency.

Axis showing increased ipterest Brit southern

flank.
i |
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Reliable information indicates stremucvs efforts
mode in French West Africa to form two regiments of
motor drawn artillery. Based on Dakar. t Bobodoulassa
in Ivory Coast s motorized brigade is being formed with
equipment coming from France, BSeversal groups of this
brigade are already at Xinder and others destined for
Apades. Some evidence that these units are planned for
future action in Libys; also constitute potential threst
cloge to alr reinforcing route, L
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August twenty sixth South African and New
Zealand Patrols mctive in Northern and Central
Sectors. Enemy troop itions remain same,
Very little activity. idence pointes to detailed
plan for Axis attack twenty sixth and
preparations for same were suddently curtail
All factoras for mttack by Rommel still continue
and there is every possibility it will materislize
moon., MAxis Alr activity on a very reduced scale
aE inst sccelerated attacks by United States
and British Alr Forces. These are having appre-
clable effect on enemys supply positiom and
doubtless influence him plans.
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Few Zealand Battalion made raid one WOP position El
Mireir night twenty fifth with success. Reported WOPS

abandoned forward positions under attack.

Otherwvise active patrolling and artillery fire against

enemy NT movements.

Enemy patrols especially mctive northern mector.

Brit Air attack all movements enemy tramnsport land

and sea constantly.

Reference Gee two bulletin dated twentyfourth saying

two new WOP divisions had arrived Egypt also that Axim using

Coastal Railway: only recent arrivals WOP units are number of

Parachute Battalionsequivilent very weak division which are

being used ms ipfantry and sixteenth, Pistoin, Motorized

Divieion which we previously reported. Therefore your mtate- |
" meot mrrival two divisions agreed to. Air photographs confirm

coastal railway now used and comstruction to Tobruk under wAY.

Mo Clure
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8 dash twenty four D airplanes of Ninety lighth Group
during the hours of darkneas morning twenty sixth August

bombed Corinth Cansl and Budas Bay. For Marshal and Arnold

from Brereton. Very near misses cbserved motor vessel in

Suds Bay. Object of attack on canal to cause delay im

Axis supply route to North Africa and to cause rerouting

further exposing Axis shipping to attacks from Malta.

Fifty five thousand pounds bomba dropped in target area. |
Results undetermined. B dash twenty fives twelfth

bombardment group same time attacked landing grounds in El

Dabaa Egypt area. Fires were started in target area. |
Further results unobserved. HNight fighters were seen by

both flights but no encounters resulted. Anti aircraft fire
moderate and searchlight ineffective. No casualties and all

our aircraft returned safely. B dash twenty fives dropped
sixteen thousand pounds hombs.

Maxwell !
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ko AMSEME 846 August 26, 1942

August twenty fifth following enemy position changen,
Ariete Division moved to south at new position eight
8ix naught two five seven; Third Reece Unit appeared
next to thirty third at eight six one two four five;
Fifteen hundred enomy mechanized motor transports in
general area eight five five two meven naught and strongly
suspect presence of Pistoia Division south of that area
acting as mobile remerve for Ninetisth Light. Elements
of Pavia Division being withdrawn to rear from present
Northern positionm at ore. Enemy believed planning
attack moy moment along eighty eight sasting grid and
from two seventy northing grid mouth, Strength of
attacking force estimated twenty nine thousand men,
two thirty tanks fifty size eighty eight millimeter guns,
two hundred antitank mnd one hundred medium calibre guns.
Repeated enemy night reconnaissance and flare photography
Daman our ares suggeste parachutist part in attack.
Plans fully laid by United States Army Alr Force medium
Bombardmernt and Pursuit groups to assist by one squadron
former and two squadrons latter in event of enemy break
through or withdrawal, British have prepared strong
defensive line above two seventy northing grid and invite
attack in southern area. Despite Rommels oumerical
inferiority in men, tanks
momentarily expected as consistent with his belief in the ¥
offensive, proximity to Delta, and aleo because each day
of delay brings added reinforcements and supplies to the
British, who have very substantially improved their posi-
tion duriog past month in ATES, manpower and morale.
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To: MILID
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Following received from General Bradley from his aid
based upon conversations in Teheran with American ex TWA
pllots Churckills plane believed reflection views of
Prime Minister. Gibralter unconguerable and through which
all aircraft passes enrcute middle and mccurately counted
by Axim observation from Spain. No Axis treffic through
straits. British net listening denies completely successful.
Churchilla routs 200 miles south Gibralter then east along
African cosst and inland 10 to 200 miles cbserving new
airport at least enemy 150 miles and believed intended for
use when Vichy France goes all out Axis and Germany will
attempt taking all Africa. African situation desperate,
constant flow enemy planes supplies, enemy offensive believed
will start within 6 months, all troops for defenses
insufficient, our air delivery routes will be several.

Rommel forces supplied by planes and boats 2/3 getting
through. Even chances Bristol holding Egypt with Prime
Einister help.
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No. AMSME 910 August 25, 1942

Medium and Heavy airecraft of the United States
Army Ailr Forces Middle Esst during the hours of
darkness August twenty four successfully attacked
with forty six thousand pounds of bombs the harbor
and dock facilities at Tobruk causing fires in the
dock ares and numerous explosions. For Arnold
from Brereton. Results to shipping in the harbor
unobserved due to heavy sea~chlight activity.

Heavy antli aircraft fire encountered and appeared

to be of the barrage type. Nc enemy aircraft

were encountered. In the course of these operations
one of our aircraft failled to return. It is be-
lieved it was shot down by anti aireraft fire over -
the target area. It is accepted that this sustalned
destructive bombing of the harbor and dock facilities
of Tobruk and shipping therin is interfering and
interdicting Axis supply.
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From: Amembassy London
To: Hilid

3288 August 25, 1942

Ho
-‘ﬁ.‘-"‘kf’& Land activity Egypt still patrols.

’"\ Allied aircraft in day night attacks enemy

ﬁ\ﬁ* t, Camps and supply dumps forward area and ships
Tobruk and Matruh and along Comst. Large dump
fuel blown up and merchant vessel and destroyer

hit off Tobruk.

Epemy air raided Delta twice but slight
damage .

Wop twentyfifth Divieion mentioned yesterdays
cable now in front line and Wop Sixtieth badly
used up sent rear area.
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To:
Ko Ameme 888 Auguet 24th, 1942

From: Cairo Egypt
Agwar

During the night August twenty second eighty
second equadron of the twelfth bombardment group
medium attacked Mersa Matruh with five hundred
pound GP bombs, From Brereton for Armold and
Marshall. In the face of light anti sirecraft fire
the sttack was carried out by individual shipas
and resulted in explosions and fires in the target
area. One B twanty five aircraft ecrashed in
friendly territory. Four members of the crew es-
caped by use of parachute, Details will be
furnished in separate cable when confirmed.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ro. AMSME 8/3, August 24th, 1942

August tventy third, considerable enemy motor trana-
port mactivity moticed along southern sector near Nintieth
Light. Twenty fourth August thirty third recce unit
identified at position eight mix eight two four five and
ninety light mowvi southeastward sereened by parschutists
on Taga Plateau, ninm has stressed serial reconnaimsancd
of area bounded by points eight six eight two five eight,
eight meven three two five two, four two eight eight six
eight pnd four three six eight eight five. All present
evidence confirms ostimate of enemy moving from southern
flank on an enveloping movement, probably close, with
attack expected next two days.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No Amame 906 August 24, 1942

In addition to previously announced top command
changes envolving Generals Alexander and Montgomery
following have taken place: Lumsden, Thirtieth
Corps; Horrocks, Thirteenth Corps Briggs First Armored
Division refitting in Delta; Gatehouse, Tenth Armored
Division; Robertes; Twanty Becond Armored Brigade; Carr,
Fourth Light Armored Brigade and Boaville, Beventh
Botor Brigade.
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From: Amembasay London
To: Nilid Washington DC

Ko. 3270 August 24, 1942

Land situation Egypt unchanged.

Brit air contioue attacks all enemy Mt and tankn
:!ur::.rd ares and bombing Matruh and Tobruk supply
barbors.

Epemy dispositions now entirely Wop Infantry
snd two Wop Armored Divisions in forward line with
21l German formations close support and apparently
bei rested. Germ one sixtyfourth Infantry Division

elieved complete and its Infantry assigned to
Fifteenth and twentyfirst Armored Divisions. Ome
Batalion Germ and one OB Wop Parachute troops being
used Infantry identified in fromt line. Sixteenth
Wop Infantry Division believed now enroute Libya.
Twentyfifth Wop Division formerly Benghazi area now
moved forward probably Tobruk ares.
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From; Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMBME B75 August 23, 10432

Enemy dispositions ms follows: German: Panzer
Army headquarters eight four oaught three one four,
coe mixty four division eight six five three naught
naught, Briehl group eight six meven two nine naught,
twanty first armored divieion eight six two two eight
eight, DAK headgquarters eight six eight two eight four,
fifteenth armord divieion eight six five two seven
eight, one fifteenth light infantry regiment eight seven
two two eight naught, thirty three antitank regiment
eight seven one two seven nine, mecond battalion three
elghty mecond regiment eight six eight two seven five,
parachute regiment eight meven two two meven five, force
two eighty eight sight six meven two meven nsught, ninety
light headquarterseight five one two six two,” Eiel group
eight seven uue two five three Italian: twenty first
u!ut:{ corps BY eight six five three navght nine,
Pavia division eight six three three nu;:t gix, Tremto
division (elements) eight meven three two nine three,
Brescia division eight seven four two eight six, Ariete
division eight six two two seven seven, Bologna division
eight seven three two meven eix, Littorio division eight
six three two six meven, Trieste division eight mix five
two mix two, parachutists E1 Taga Plateau. British
disposition as follows: main eighth army Hg four seven
four nine one six comm main ten corpe HY four eight
#ix nine naught three, tenth armored division four seven
five eight nine naught, thirtieth corps four four four
nine naught paught, fifth Indian BDE four four four
eight nine three, forty fourth division AQ four four three
eight eight eight, one thirty firet brigade four four
five eight eight mix, seventh armored division four four
one eight six three, ninth Australian division four
three paught nine naught two, twenty sixth Australian
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From: Chiro To: AGWAR No, AMSME B75 Aug.23 pg 2 dm

bri four three two eight nine nine, twenty first
Indian brigade four three mix eight I‘Lrit four, thir-
tesnth corps HQ four thres two eight i.fhm, twenty
second armored brigade four three one eight meven four,
first south African division four two six nine naught
two, twenty fourth Australian brigade eight ei six
tvo nine four, third Bouth African w eight eight
#seven two nine naught, first Bouth can br

eight eight six two eight six, second South African
brigade eight eight eight two eight five, one sixty
first Indian motor brigade eight sight four two sevem
nine, Ninth Indian bri eight eight seven two seven
seven, fifth Indian division eight nine naught two
seven eight, second New Zealand division eight eight
four two meven five, mixth New Fealand brigade eight
seven nine two seven one,fifth New Zealand brigade eight
eight thres two seven three, twenty third armored
brigade four two five eight eight four, one thirty
second brigade eight nine one two seven five, one
thirty third brigade four two six eight eight five,
seventh motor brirade four two seven eight seven seven,
fourth light armored brigade eight nine one two five
three, one eighteen and one twenty four royal tank
regiments at et El Buman, Mine field om Grid eight
eight seven from two six nine to two seven six.
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar
Fo. Amame BTC, August 23d, 1942,

Axis Tank strength: German mark three and mark four number
two two naught; Italian medium one eighty, light twenty. British
tank strength: US medium ninety two; U8 light one seventy three;
British medium one naught seven; British Infantry tanks one fifty
two; total four twenty four exelusive of fifty seven American
tanks now with tenth armored division supporting rear and available
to eighth army forward positionm. British have completed bulk
of fortified positionas running from Alamein box moutheastward
to point four three six eight eight four them along ridge north-
enat to point four six naught eight nine eight.

Estimate of situation asm follows: Rommel has completed
regrouping of his forces which are now arranged by Divisions and
aimilarly to the pattern which existed prior to ¥ay twenty sixth
offensive. The ninety light is concentrated on the southern
flank, screened by Italian Troopa. The Kiel group is located
at the extreme south available as a spearhead for attach. The
pnorthern wector is strengthened by the freshly arrived one sixty
fourth division and the armor is concentrated in the cenmter.
German and Italian Alr Force grouping for past ten days suggests
preparation fox Axis attack, but give indications of & fuel
shortage., From the supply point of view, mlthough Axis has
considerably improved situation by rail and road, they have
suffered from the sustained air attack of water and barge
trapsportation, culminating in loss within past three days of
four ships betwesen Crete and Tobruk, two sunk by submarine and
RAF mction, and two by US Ailr Force attack.

Rommel was probably preparing for attack by twentleth but
was delayed by interference with supplies. Each days of delay
enables British to etrengthen positions. Present Axin dispositions
suggest Rommel may inaist on resuming the offenmive, conmimtent
with his aggressive nature, his established doctrine nnd with
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Fo. Ameme B76, August 234, 1943, -
Page # 2.

goal so near. He will possibly attack within pext few days by
an enveloping movement from the south while holding in the north.
He may attempt to uvae wlgg,t- troops as surprise element.

If he doea mot mttmck within a week he will forfeit
opportunity and permit chance for British offenaive. By
September first itish preparations will be completed and
it is strongly possible they will take offensive., Heavy
reinforcements, Increased armor and greatly improved morale
among Allied Troops as a reault of command changes, rest
poriod and better rations, as well as visible signs of new
strength amopg British Troops, are important factors toward
British offensive in near future.
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From: Amembassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3263, August 234, 1942,

Beavy but ineffective enemy shelling on Brit
positions Coastal Area Egypt alemo Brit guns shot
up enemy MT and gun positions Southern Bector.
Formal patrols only other land activity.

Brit air hit two ships Tobruk and two others
convoy porth of Tobruk. Alirdromes Crete bombad.
Enemy tapnker meveorely damaged Otranto Stralts by
Nalta Alrcraft.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 873 August 23, 1942

Concerning Parachutists now identified at desert
front. Believed one Regiment in line. Prisoner infor-
mation from First Battalion show unit left Canabruck
Germany July twentieth by rail to Athens arriving
July thirtieth. Flew by way of Crete srrived Tobruk
July thirtieth.

There are indications of formation of battle
group Ramcke for actionm inm North Africa. Probably
congiete of four Parachute Battalions, one antitank
Battalion and ome Battery of Artillery. Estimated
strength about five thousand.

At present these troope wear normal African uniform
since Parachutist uniform and kit left in Athens and’
presumably on way over scon. Equipped with Infantry
weapons only and engaged in strengthening line at

El Mireir.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Fo. Amsme B46 August 22, 1543

Part one: Reference Amsme seven forty eight Axis strength
estimate: OGuns dash two naught three German, two forty Italian;
Antitank gune two nine five and two seventy; Army and Corps
troops ninety five hundred German, Italiamn strength: Ten corps,
six thousand; twenty corps thirteenm thousand, twenty first corps
pninety seven hundred; total two eighty sevem hundred. Total
Axis combat troops six eighty two dred strength eighth Army
a8 of August sixteenth in Officers and men as follows: Seven
armored division which includes four light armored brigade,
twenty two armored brigade, seventh motor brigade seven sixty
nine dash fourteenm eight seventeen; fiftleth division including
sixty nipe and one fifty first brigade four naught six dash
seventy four thirty mnine; first SA divieion six seventy four
dash eleven four eight five; ninth Australian division six forty
four dash fourteen three thirty five:; second NX division includ-
ing twenty-fitat:Indian Infantry Brigade five seven nine dash
thirteen nmught eighty eight; fifth Indian Division includes
fifth ninth and one sixty firat Brigades four ninety dash thirteen
three thirteen; tenth Indian Divimion (twenty five Brigade only)
ope thirteen dash three three twemty; first armored brigade
sixtesn dash two thirty five; eighth Army troops five twenty five
dash sixteon seven six nine; twelfth AA Brigade one eighty dash
forty four forty five; thirteenth corps troops two sixty eight
dash four seven three one; thirty corps troops two twenty three
dash five three nineteen; twenty third armored brigade one thirty
one dash two seven t seven; total of fifty eighteen dash
one twelve naught t three. Ninth Australian divislon
figures as of six August. Fourth Indian division im Cyprus part
three casualties to date: Three four nine seven dash meventy
five one eighty nine with non battle casualties estimated at
eightesn thousand of which eight thousand have returned to duty
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Pagd % From: Cairo: To: AGWAR No., Amsme BAE August 22, 1843

part four UK under BTE in officers and other ranks are
as follows: QOBHQ s forty seven sight six dash fifty seven
five nm:n BTE troopa, three twenty six dash five five
naught i Cairo arem, five forty mine dash twenty
séven; Canal area fourteenm forty one dash elevem i oinety
two; Delta force -1,“- ninety nine dash thirty six seven
paught five; forty fourth division (ome thirty !Iﬂt. one
thirty second, ome thirty third Br ) sight sixty nine dash
sightesn three t thiee; fifty first division (one fifty
second, one fifty third, one fifty fourth Brigade) eight aeventy
one dash sighteen two fifty, disembarkation f guras; tenth
armored division troops fifty three dash seven twelve; eighth
armored division troops one sixty one dash thirty five naught
pine; twenty fourth armored brigade two fifty six dash fort

six twenty nine; British on Indian establishment seven eighty
two dash tem sixty two; Indians twelve forty dash fifty two
seven fifty eight; NXEF (including sixth NX Division dash on
paper only) seven seventy nine h nine nine eighty five; AIF
forty five dash eight twenty two; UDF fifteen forty dash twenty
cne two sixteen five; S5A natives one eighty dash meven fifteen
Elx; twelfth division (Sudanese defemse force brigade) twelve
oine dash three six seventy four; FFF three thirteem dash seven
five twenty eight; Poles two thirty ninme dash seventeen ninety
two; Czecks meventy seven dash cne eighty ope; Greeks three
twenty mix dash nine thirty two; Yugo Slavs twventy dash one
twenty four; total BTE sixteen eight eighty one dash twenty mix
meventy three ninety.
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a1 SPECIAL MOORINGS AGATMST AERIAL TORPEDOES WERE BEING PREPARED
: h PORT ISLAND OF MERDS AND ON 15 AUGUST 3 LARGE DESTROYERS
F ARRIVED THERE AND 2 OF 3 CRUISERS EXPECTED. 413 AUGUST ITALIANS
= LANDED 19,¢#§ TROOP3 AT UNNA MEDDODECANESE [SLAND PROBABLY
~ | LEROB. 43 AUGUST 4 ITALIRNSUBS TOUCHED AT RHODES AND PRO-
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e

From: London
To: MILID
Ko 3257 August 22, 1942

Axis Egypt show increase movement and patrols
northern sector and heavy artillery fire southern
sector.

Brit land mctivity confined patrols,

Usual RAF bombing Tobruk.

McClure
ACTION COPY: G-2 A5 25
INFO COPIES: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
EO. 11652, Bec. 8(E) and BD) ar (B}

S0 letter, May 8, 1071

o JSH, soms e lror? —

CM-IN- B203 (8/23/42) 13152

M.1. 8, JOURNAL NO. 5 8 AUG 221942
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

bk INCOMING MESSAGE

filed 21 /31552 t 31, 1042
ol 21212

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No AMSME 836 August 21, 1842

t of situation on tain front August
tenth to mineteen inclusive: gquiet except for consider-
able patrol and artillery act lvity on August eleventh.
Foticeable motor vehicle movements behind Axis line
indicating some regrouping of forces., Continumtion of
enemy preparation of poaitlions weat of Bir Qusur El
Atash eight seven eight two nine one to ares Bab El
Quattara at eight seven one two six eight., Bologna
Divisions in central sector arrived there August thirteen.

Line runs from shore eight seven six three naught

three thru sastern m'l Tel el Elam lidzu: 8 E thra
point eight seven eight two nine five, hen msouth along

grid eight eight naught to aight seven meven two seven
naught and mloping to eastern edge El Taga Platean.

British convoy to Malta delivered forty seven
%ﬂﬂﬂmﬂt_% supplies now unloading at
res thousand tons per day. Axis railroad reported in
operation from Capuzzo to railhead at Belhamed with
construction going on into Tobruk.

Maxwell

ACTION COPY: OFD

INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG DECLASTTE
EQ. 11652, See ME) and 80) or (E)
08D letter, May 8, 1073
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

wms  INCOMING MESSAGE,,

filed 200P/21 August 21, 1042
fh 1404 2

From: London

To: Milid

FNo., 3253 August 21, 1842
All gquiet land Egypt.

\\ Brit air continue operate with success agninat
supply ports Tobruk and Matruh also against coastal
supply convoys from Tripoll to Axis forward supply har-
bors and against supply motor transport. Reaponsible
¥ar Office opinlon expressed today that while Rommel hasm
ample supplies ashore in rear areas has constantly in-
creasing shortage in present forward positions account
constant destruction and damage to his land and sea
supply transport. For that reason Rommel may soon fingd
present position untenable account supply and must either
attack in hope breaking thru or withdraw to more aasily
supplied position.Comment; OnBasis seasoned and hardeéned
forces pow avallable both sides probable British would
have very merious trouble preventing break thru and
Rommel would at least cause Brit further heavy lomses men
and new materisl if did not succeed breaking thru. One
factor in Brit favor which might decide matter la apparent
Brit present great superiorty inm air and ease of supply.
Any rate Rommel has much to gain little to lose under
existing conditions.

Action Copy: G-2 ﬁé ' friethei]
5 uu.lluazmﬂl'ﬂ"m“m
Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, Log. OBD lotier, May 3 1972
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. COPY No. 23
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filed 0130g/22 WAR DEPARTMENT August 322
s CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER 0448z

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No., AMBME B37 August 31, 1542

Two new Itallan diviseions now in North Africa. Ome
of parachutists at or near front with one battalion
South of Trieate. Pistoia Division partial strength in
Daba Area, For Marshall. Every indication there are
only six Italian Divisions in Russia and not nine.

Bources hore discount presence of Oerman troops in
Italy walting cooler weather and reaffirm Greece am ave-
nue for Qarman troops to North Africa.

As to la forces in Burope (except Russia) prepari
for Africa following are probably available: three lm:l
od divisions resting from Russiam; two Firat Cluss In-
fantry Divisirna also resting; ope mewly formed motorized
division; sevin to nine seécond category infantry divislons.
All believed needed for replacement Russian Front and
can only be spared to Africa st that expense. German
Garrisons in France are believed weak in view of poa-
aible mecond front.

Maxwell
ACTION COPY: GFD
INFO., COPY: G=-2 A-2 CG AAF LOG
[ECLASSIFED

EQ. 11862, Sec. ME) and 8D) or (X)
08D letter, May 8, 1071
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

From: London
To: MILID
No. 3245, Aug 20, 1943

Fothing bappened Egypt except usual ground pstrols and RAF
bombing Tobruk and Matruh.

Mnjor General R L MeCreesry appointed Chief General Staff
Mideast succeeding Lieut General T W Corbett. McCreery Esg
mechanired cavalry and last few months been adviser on
Arpored fighting vehicles Mideast BHeadquar‘ers, Forty four years
old.

| P
B0, 11052, Bec. (E) and 5D o {1 ]

Q8D Ietter, Muy & 1972

ne JSH, massowel2ofldo

Acgtion Copy: G-2 gf

Info. Coplea; OPFD
A=-2
CG AAF

CE-IN-T432 (B8/20/42) 1B13E 1 ;
M. 8. JOURKAL RO, ALUG 201942
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- INCOMING MESSAGE

filed 2035/19 =k 18, 1842
dv 1:::‘:

PRIORITY

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No. Amsme SVC 24 Aupust 19, 1942

Itr:ﬂth German combat troops estimated only,
one five twenty first armored division one five
zero rerozero, one nine light division five zero rero
zero, one hundred sixtyfourth light division one
naught naught naught naught. From Milattache for
Eroner eatimated Axis tank strength, two zero zrero
mark three and four, two onem Itmlian light, one five
zero Italian medium.

DECLASSED
Iinlllm' 11EEL Bee HE) asd BT o (B)
08D letter, May 3, 1973

. -3.2.
ACTION COPY: G-2 -3 & JSH, wans oue_&f20f71
INFO, COPY: OPD A-2 CG AAF  LOG

7’&.?"_#! 5,;(_. 3&:}_1 OO0 comba7 '?"f&ﬂ}ﬂﬁ :
2090 é’;frﬂlan medigpe TanKs,
S0 ITalian mediuvrme Ta, Ky

i T Tl a L
CH-IN-T185 (8/19/43) sz 1 T &nKe. Co b 91982

ToTal Tanks = 2 ‘llmm'lu

.

| WECRET? COPY No. 0
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Filed at 210P/19 |NC°M'NG MESS#GE Egu,lw

From: London
| To: NILID

No. 3335, Aug 10, 1942
r~ Patrols both #id#s active whole front Egypt. Enemy working
partids busy central sector. Brit captured some prisongrs:

forward positions Northern Bector. o

Brit bombed Tobruk and Matruh Harbors bhitting supply
lighters also attacked Germ F boate S5idi Barrani.

War Office last night made public following changes
command Mideast: General Harold Alexacder Cinc relieving
Auchinleck vhose future assignment not given. Lieut General B L
Montgomery Commander Eighth Army Egypt Vice Ritchie. Major
General H Lumsden to command Thirtieth Armored Corps Vice General
Gott recently killed. i

Alexander will ba remembered as last commander Dunkirk
also Burma, Montgomery previously cabled by us., Lumsden ex
cavalryman and among first mechanized cavalry commanders last
commanded First Armored Division Libya and Egypt.

cast  ecLuRe

ACTION COPY:
INFO COPIES: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
LOG g 1

E.0, 11062, Heo O(E) snd SD) or (8
QBD letier, My & 1972

pr JSH, sams pee [nofid

CM-IN- 7084 (8/19/42) 1849Z

M, 1, 5, JOURNAL NO. 1au AUG 191942
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DRAFTER LITENSION WUMEER ADORESSEES FRECEDINCE

ALUSNOB ADEN FRIGRITY
FROM 4 ke 8 OPNAV
RELEASED KY Sl 5 RERERRRRA

DEFERRED
2L AUG 17 1942
TOR CODERGOM A S LT K0, 11455 PRETY
o=, 2y

DEECUED BY SWAN ol b E I ﬂ:“'ﬂl,uvrl::“ﬂ ::::.
psrsen vr__ SOBEL 2 men Ll gy —
INDICATE §Y ASTERISE ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORT.

LT HATCH 181535 NCR 7437
UNLESS OTMINWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITIED WITH DEFERRED PAEGEDENCE i -
ORGINATOR FILL 1N DATE AND TIME _ bame B ]
e :

ACTION

F=00

F=01

F-015
F-0015H

F-31

LF ST

TALKED WITH REGUBAR BRITISH ARMY CAPTAIN WHO CAME FROM
EGYPTIAN FRONT MONTH AGO. HE SAID GERMANS HAVE ABOUT
THREE HUKDRED THOUSAMD TROOPS IN AFRICAN ARMY COMPOSED

OF GERMANS AUSTRIANS AMD ITALIANS, THAT THEIR SUPPLY

LINES RUH FR? SOUTHERN I;HEHEH PORTS SICILY AND ECE.
FACILITIES OF FRENCH NORTH AFRICAN POSSESSIONS ALSU BEING

USED, MUCH AJR BORME PERSOWMEL AND MATERIEL COMING VIA
GREEK ARCHIPELAGO BUT HEAVY LOSBES BEING SUSTAINEL OVER
THIS ROUTE. LATELY GERMAN RESERVES ARE 17 AND 18 YEAR OLD

BOYS WiTHOUT ENDURANCE NEEDED FOR DESERT FICHTING. MORALE
VERY BAD AMOWG THESE TAKEN PRISOMERS, THEY APPEAR WORN
OUT AND GLAD TO GIVE UP. SAID SIHCE FALL OF TUBRUK THE

MUCH MEEDED REORCANIZATION OF TOP RANKING BRITISH ARMY
OFF ICERS HAS BEEM M/.DE. EXPRESSED FULL CONFIDEHCE IN GEN
UCHINL SAID ALLIED ARMY IN EGYPT WUMBERS ABOUT

FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEN COMPRISING THE BTH,9TH AND
1fTH ARMIES COMPOSED MOSTLY OF ENGLISH SOUTH AFRICAN
LD NEW ZEALAND AND IHDIAN TROOPS. SELIEVES BASIC

STRATEGY 15 ULTIMATE ENCIRCLEMENT OF GERMAN ARMY RATH-
ER THAN LAUNCHING OF FULL FRONTAL OFFERSIVE.

ACT: 16...
RECORD COPY: ﬂﬂHchH....E..EFOF...EHD...FILE...
= . ‘ 'R
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181535
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WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER., .. _-1-@“ !
ti10a 1720z INCOMING MES%—.-. i iy

mm 107Z

it Calro
To: AGWAR
No AMEME 759 jugust 17, 1842

During the esrly afternoon of August fourtesn
twvelve B twonty four D aircraft of the Nimety Eight
Bombardpsnt Group sttacked shipping and harbor facilities
nt Toebruk remoining over the target for twenty minutes
and bombing from an altitude of twenty three thousnnd
feet, For Marshall and Arnold from Brereton. Direct
hit wos scored on & large wreck im the harbor used as
& mooring for torpedo boats., Two near mimses are
claimed on ships, and buildings were hit on the north
side of the barbor. Only medium A A wam encountered.
No pureuit oppomition. All mircoraft returnoed safely to
their base,

Brereton

ACTION: OPD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

=
E0, 11663, Bec. HE] wmd BTN €
OSD letter, May & 1972

& JSH, mans pes TS

LB 0. 65 119,00
CH-1K-8558 (B/18/42) 15232
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 24 CEWD
filed 2Z058Z/17 August 17, 1843
ib 2043 2Z

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ho. Amsme TS58 August 17, 1942

At dusk on Auvgust fifteen and from em altitude of
eighteen thousand feet B twenty four D alrcreft of the
ninety eight bombardment group attacked n convoy cone-
isting of one very large merchantman and two destroyers
in the Mediteranean. For Marshall and Arnold from
Breraton. One hit and four very near misses were clpim-
ed on merchantman crusing ship to stop. Thirty five
one thousand pound bombs were dropped ageinet light A&
opposition. Two enemy fighter observation airecraft were
sgen about three thousand feet over the ftarget but did
not attack. HReturning formation of British Liberators
reported very large vessel afire in the vicinity of the
attack. All sircraft returned safely to their base.

Brereton

[FRLASSFER
E0. 11652 Ssc. 5(E) and 5D s (B

OBD lotter, May & 1072

Action Copy: O©G AAF m J5H, s s
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::1-4 16/1311%  Wun DEDARTMENT m; 16, 1942
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: London
To: Milid

Ko. 3215, August 16, 1943

Only normal patrols and air sctivity Egypt.
NeClure

Action Copy: G-3 (it Sn.

Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF

CECLASSFIED
E0. 11068, Sec. HE) and HI) or (B)

OSD botter, May & 1872

» J5H, uul—-_"iuil-u——

CN-IN-6016  (8/16/42) um
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WAR DEPARTMENT .
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

ﬂf.‘: sANGOMING MESSAGE & Jugust 15,1043

From: Loaodon
To: Milid

No. 3209 Acoguet 15, 1043

Brit patrols active . Small scals
Brit raid in northern sector found enemy tnrmd
trenches deserted.

During thirteenth much enemy infantry
movement in area Deir El Ql‘ttl.'l'l+

RAF bombed harbor Tobruk and airdrome Isle
of Ehodes.

NeClure

Action Copy: G-2 DL .

Info. Copies: OPD
A-3
CG AAF EDAIE

EQ, 11663, Sec HE) snd KD) o 1]
S0 better, May &, 1970

= JSH, Mmﬁ.'-ql‘-—l
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_ .. INCOMING MESSAGE ...,

Filed 1045/15th August 18, 1943
afg 13062

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 736 August 14, 1942

British United States medium tank strength
is estimated at eighty to one hundred. For Eroner
/ from Milattache it is reported that Eommel has rece-
ived thirty additional eighty eight MM guns giving
Q(, a total of eighty. Ismediate enemy offenmive is ex-
pected by British.

Breareton.
AT
Action Copy: G-2 g&- EQ. 11852, Sec. 3(E) and BD) e (K)
OSD lotter, Muy 8, 1978
Info. Coples: :i_'l: T
CG AAF
Log

V.15, JOURKAL N0, 1.39 AUG 1519
CH-IN-5628 (8/15/42) 2202 Z
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- 18482

From: London
Toi Milid

¥o 3207 August 14th, 1942

This refers to your G-2 bulletin dated thirteeath:
you pey unconfirmed report two Germ and two WOP divieions
arrived Africa lsst two weeks. Brit confirmed information is
that WOF Pistoia or sixteenth and Germ one hundred siztyfourth
divisions have arrived, That part of WOF msuperge or first
has arrived with balance enroute and that Germ twentysecond
divieion ie in Crete enrouvte.

Brit have confirsstion all your item on Bussie exzcept
dorm colummoving toward Klukhor Pass hes reached Mikhoymo
Ghakhar and Brit conaider there 18 still Bums resistance
in extreme portheast corner of Don Bend.

HoClure
-
H = DECLASSFIER .
Action Coples: G-25 ST . S iR
Info, Coples: OPD, A-2, OCG AAF 08D letter, May 3 1972
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:ﬂ:: ;-I'.:FJH 'NCOMING MESSAmt 14, 1942
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From: London
To: MILID

Komber 3205, August 14, 1842

Brit Patrols nctive ageinst enemy working parties
and Hinefields Egypt. One Patrol with ermored cars
captured detachment Wop parachute troope recently
arrived Egypt and merving as Infentry who had
peretratoed into Cattars depression,

Rommel apparenily meking extra eofforts prevent
observation his forward positions and be continues
receive Germ Infantry replacements by air and all
indications are for enrly sctive operetions.

EeClure

Action Coplesm: G-2 47 £

Iafo, Copiem: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

il
B0 11862 Sec. ME) and BD) & (B)
Cli~-IN-5085  (8-14-42) 1853% DSD lotter, May 5, 1978
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INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 49 Cawn
FILED 1739/13 August 14, 19842
BYVC 1947 Z

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko. AMBME 679, August 12, 1042
In last three days for Kroner from Milattache
enemy air activity has increased considerably and

consists chiefly of roadstraffing by ME one naught
nine SW.

Mazwell
ACTION: G-2 Fa
INFO COPIES: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, LOG

ko]
m'“““'ﬁ'ﬁmu-ium.m
08D lester, May 3, 1979
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

:ﬂ:d 1856,/13 INCOMING HESSAGm.t 13, 1943

rlw 2101 =
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Number AMSME 702, August 12, 1842
At dusk on August eleven twenty four D aircraft
of the Ninety Eighth Bombardment Group -tlpmw- w
Italimn miﬂrl I.n l':lml:u Harbor 1lII.II. one t d chfu-""

ol _|__L [ FUOErAL D on O Y.
! mmn d nﬂuuﬂtuhn& rnqrtm
thmnd feat nnm--d by heavy anti aircraft fire
forty two thousand pounds were drupnd ruutt.'ln;
d direct hlt- on m eTy 1

ﬂrﬂd anr-uloulthhd crule A ;
ent l.'ﬂ‘lﬂ.tl

ere OUTRIEIT In Seather that made vieibility of

target very difficult. All aireraft returned safely
from the mission. During the same night eight B dash
twenty four D aircraft from the same group sttacked
shipping facilities and the rml.r depot at Merasa
Matrubh. The aircraft dropped forty thousand pounds
of bombs in the target area but the results were
undetermined as low scattered clouda hupg over the
target. HNo enemy aircraft or antl aireraft artillery
was encountered. All these aireraft returnod safely

to their base.
Maxwell

ACTION: QFD
INFO, COPLES: G-2, A-2, COAAF, LOG
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ED, 11662, Sec. H(E) and HD) ae (B
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105p/12 WAR DEPARTMENT 1233x
BNs CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER Aug 12

To MILID

INCOMING MESSAGE

From London

No 3189 Aug. 12, 1942

Zero
Brit

land activity Egypt.
bombers raided Tobruk and fighter bombers

attacked suspected enemy headquarters northern sector
but result not seen. Dust hindersd operations.

ACTION:

MeClure

c-a2 B€

INFO. COPIES: OPD, A-2, CGAAP

BECLASSFER

ED, 11652 Bea. H(E) and SD) er (E)
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ACTION LOCAL AGENT REPGRTS 2 GERMAN LV IS10MS TRANSFERRED
::‘ AFRICA VIA SALONIKA AND 2 ITALIAN DIVISIONS VIA SICILY
Ty AND GREECE DURING PAST 2 WEEKS.
F-o015 HE EXPECTS ROMUEL RESUME OFFENSIVE SHORTLY AFTER
— AUGUST 15,
r-1 BRITIBH NUTIFIED.
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— DISTRIBUTION
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

August 12, 1943

From: ALUSNA IBTANBUL
Yor Actiom: OFNAY
121900 NCR 3526
Local sgent reports 2 German Divisions transferred
Africa vim Balonika and 2 Italian Divisions via Fieily
and Oreece during past 3 weeks.

He expects Rommel resume offemsive shortly after
August 15. British notified.

Navy Distribution:

18 Action

Recop: Cominech 10/11 20G BADD OFPDO
File: Navaide 200P

P-8 Action 16-F 16 18-1 16-C 186-J P-1 F-3 F-4 F-5 F
8/12/43/ws/4:43pm

Action Copy: G-3 S'E
Info. Copies: OFD

A=2
o ST
Log r.u:nnsn'a.ti-u-m"‘m"m
, Bay 3 1079
. maayn
.

CH-IN-4437 (B8/12/42) 2255

.1 8 JOURMAL NO. 170 AUG 121942
- 29
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20 Hharw _..rr,f_-pﬂ-A THE WMAHING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE & FORBIDDEN

REEIT'ABBIFIEEG
. 12356 . 3.3 . 3.
NLR101 oA, 3.4

By RT, NARA, Date «/ 2/¢d



{ CINFIDENTIAL® [

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

CEWD

c13
kllnd 12/1340 Z Aug 12, 1942

r.l:l]

1411 2

From: Calro
To: Agwar Wash DC

Ko. Ameme 871 August 11, 1842

Airplanes of Nipnety Eighth Bombardment Group USAAFME
succesafully attacked shipping and harbor facilitles Beogazi
fering daylight hours August nineth with six seven thousand
pounds of bombm, Intensive and accurate antl aircraft fire
encountered. For Arnold from Brereton. Direct hits oo twe
wedium sire ships and on main central and outer moles with hite
or very near misses on one other ship. Two of our alrplanes
badly hit by anti aircraft fire but sueceeded in returning to
Iriendly territory where one crash landed with all crew safe.
Preliminary report on other airplane indicates six members
of crow made emergency parschute jump of which two had par-
achute failure and were killed the other four safe. Two mem-
bers of crew failad to bail out dissbled airplane and were
Xilled in creash. Further details this airplane htir. All
other aircraft returned.

Haxwell

ACTION: OPD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAP, LOG

RO, 1165 Ssc. () and 5D} or (E)
020 better, May 8, 1873

B J5H, HaEs De
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... INCOMING MESSAGE,

f1led 405/11 t 11, 1942
o 4 16022

From: Amembassy London
To: Nilid Yashn DC

Ho. 3182 August 11, 1943

Fothing to report land operatioms Egypt and RAF
carried out nornmal bombing raide on Tobruk, Daba
landing grounds, Bardia and Benghazi snd on enemy Et
concentrations forward Area.

Me Clure

Action Copy: G-2 d‘.";f
Info. Coples: OFD

A=-2
CG AAF

E0, 11082, Sex. S(E) and 8D} er (E)
080 letier, May 3 1972

B JSH, ﬁulnﬂuML-
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Yiled uuuznlthINCOMING MESSAGE % 11, 1942

-

From: Cairo
To: AOWAR

No. Amsme 643, Aug. 10, 1942

By lighters and harbor craft which have been
replaced on Par with rate of destruction by air (present
daily iptake at Tobruk is sufficlent to maintain all
land and 4ir Forces East of Tobruk operationally)

Derna Sollum and Bas Bilal all now megligible and by
small schooners and barges; Matruh receiving two
hundred tons daily against four hundred capaeity.

Axis unsuccessfully attempted use of ships at Matruh,
two sunk July teath by Alr and Naval action, one

sunk July twentieth by Naval action all three laden.
Shipments to Matruh mow by melf propelled landing barges.
Regarding effective neutralization of Axis North
African Ports by Allied Aircraft your two smeventy five
estimate those within range namely Benghazi Tobruk

and Matruh are now operating at sixty per cent potentiml
capacity daily total intake for these Ports is twenty
five hundred tons against forty four hundred potential.
For Marshall individual intakes per day as follows
Benghazi one thousand tons of reinforcement material
versus capacity of twenty hundred tonm latter figure
dependas op use of two jetties which are vulnerable

to air attack; Tobruk thirteen bundred tons daily with
maximum over twenty bhundred, unloading believe incressed
anti aireraft and coast defense protection at Matruh
will soon enable Axis to raise dally figure to four
hundred tops. Tripoli used as main base point for
Italian reinforcement material daily intake twelve
hundred tons, maximum estimated thirty hundred tons.

Concerning coastal raillroad. Lone from Bel
Hamed (near Tobruk at four three naught four one
naught) to El Alamein is almost intact. Normal lipe
capacity t wnty hundred tons daily. Enemy captured four
derelict locomotives of which possibly one now in mervica
DRSS
ED. 11062, Hee. HE) and HI) of (B)

DS letter, May 8, 1078

w J5H, mnn-.#lﬂ#.].—
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

o INEOMING +“MESSAGE " Fue 2

Axis also took three fifty freight cars believe about
three bundred now serviceable., Each car fourteen

tons maximom load, average tem tons., All water given
points for enginesn from Bel Hamed to Capuxxo were
dostroyed result mteam operation impoesible for
several weeks more. Reports, substantiated by arrival
August fifth st Tobruk of German ship Ankara capable
of one thirty ton lift, indicate importing of Diesel
locomotives, Best estimate is that by August tenth
railroad capable of one daily train of twenty cars;

by September firat possible two dally trains from Bel
Hamed to Daba totalling mbout seven fifty tons to front.
Further railroad incremse improbable without importing
more rolling stock.

Concerning motor trapsport Axis have sufficient
pooled vehicles (total ninty five hundred) to deliver
all land and air operational supplies to forward srea
providing Tobruk is most westerly base port.

Alr reconpmissance shows enemy uses sixty to seventy
self propelled landing barges named F damh lighters from

Benghaz! Eastward. Designed as tank landing craft
length one fifty mix feet beam twenty one feet laden

draft eight fest npeed eight knots deadweight load one
ten tons.

Indications are that substantial destruction of
enemy supply facilities is posmible if more medium and
heavy Allied bombers available.

Sumarize;: Now indicated daily intake Matruh by
ser two hupdred tons by road seven hundred tons total
nine hundred tona or abbut four hundred tons shy of
operational requirements based on thirteen hundred
daily tonm.

Sapmarize ns of August fiftesn: estimate daily
tonpages s follows Matruh by sea two fifty Dabe by rail
two hundred Daba by road tem hundred totanl fourteen
fifty. This is over top of requirements for operations.

AR
EC. 11652, Sec 3(E) and KD) or ()

OS0 letier, May 1, 1971

B JEH, mu:-th._}il'lr]} -
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMMNG = MESSAGE™ o ‘o Mee

Summarize ss of September one: estimate Matruh by
sea daily four hundred tons Daba by rall seven

fifty via road ten bhundred total twenty one fifty
tons which represents ability to build up substantial
reserve during quiet periods and have safe margin
over operaticmal reguirements during mctive periods.

Eaxwell

Footnote: WNo. 275 (CM-OUT-1159 l-ﬁ-i!]'-ﬂ-l

Action Copy: G-2 f

Info. Coplies: OFD
A-32
CG AAF
LOG

R
E.0. 11862, Sec HE) and D) o (E)
08D letter, May 4, 1072
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Caliro
To:  AGWAR

Fo. AMSME 641, August 10, 1042

Fo activity or changes Desert Froat A t six to
eight inclusive limited patrol contactas. Night seven
dash eight Australians reoccupled Tel E1 Makhad Ridge
at eight seven eight two nine five without incident.
British artillery concentrations on points eight seven
four three naught four and eight meven one three naught
two. Epsmy minefleld line eight meven eight two nine
nerught, eight seven eight two sight six, eight seven
five two eight three, eight seven five two seven six
and eight seven naught two meven nmught. British patrol
line along eight seven meven two meven eight, eight
saven meven two seven two, eight meven two two meven
naught, -L:ht seven two two five seven and eight seven
eight two four four to south. Enemy strength has bean
improving at a steady rate. Believe all one six four
German division now inm Africa lesm considerable transport
and heavy material coming by sea. Italian reinforcements
also arriving chiefly personpel from various units and
battalions of Bouogns Division absorbed into Front Line
Divisions. Posaible that Sabrata Division has been dis-
banded and remaining psrsonnel absorbed. British rein-
forcements primarily forty fourth division now located
Western Delta near Alexandria and fifty first Divisien
expected about August fifteen. Mﬂﬁ!

[ inelud aixty Grants. o doubt
enomy is prepar or o ve At earlles sible
opportunity with object to capture Delta by lightening
atroke. Estimate Rommel will probably resume offenmive
within a week or ten days. For Marshall.

ACTION: OPD Naxwell
IRFO COPIES: -2, A-2, CG AAF, LOG ‘
CH-1N-3923 (B/11/43) 1758Z
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INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 23 CSWD
FILED 1045/11 August 11, 1942
BYC . 1620
FProm: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMBME 642, August 10, 1842

Total nine American tank crews six men each located
in Forward Area operating with thirteenth Corps Twenty
Second Brigade Third and Fifth Tank Regiments. For
Marshall. Three crews stationed point four three nine
eight seven, six crews four three two eight seva four.
August sixth crews operated on practice problems. Plan
for Front Line corbat service as replacement crews not
before August tenth probably later that week. Morale

excellent.
Maxwall

Action Copy: OFD
Info. Coplem: G-2

A-2

CG AAF

Log

PERLATHED
B, 11662, Sec. HE) and HD) o B

OSD letter, May 3, 1973
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

RC 10 CS¥D
FILED 1083/11 Auguat 11, 1842
BYC 1304

‘l‘n 1 E&u

Fo. AMSME 840, August 10, 1942

August eight General Gott and fifteen unidentified
pErsons were lled when Bombay plane was shot down by
ME one naught nines near Cairo Alexandria road while
proceeding to forward landing ground. For Kroner from

._Milattache increassd onemy motor transport activity may
signify regrouping of forces preparatory to offensive.

Maxwell
Action Copy: 0-3 &
Info. Copies: OFD
A-2
O3 AAF
Log
pre s

EO. 11668 Beo. H(E) and KDY or (8
B0 letter, May & 1872

gy JSH, Nul.-tu---.l]&—'bl—‘
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INCOMING MESSAGE

AMWAH 4 CEWD
Filed 134F/10 Aug. 10, 1942
ACH 13:02 Z

From; London
To; Milid

Ko. 3175, August 10th, 1042,

Fight seventh dotachment Brit reoccecupled formerly
held forward positions on Tel E1 Makh llbad Ridge Egypt
and there wao exchange artillery fire, Otherwise no
rhange land positions known here to six AM,

HAF did more hsrbor damage Tobruk and Matrub and
hit two enemy F ypt Fox bomts near Bardia. Brit air
recantly heve dentroyed sbout fifteen Germ semi pro-
pelled berges used transport pupplies and tanks from
Tripol! to Tobruk apnd Matruh ‘aleng coant.

Enewy alr riid near Alexandria night eighth no
damage .

EeClure

Action Copy: 0-3 B &

Info, Copiss: OFD

A=2

CO AAY ) DERAITED

Le: .0, 11682, Bee. S(E) xnd S or (B}
4 050 letter, May 3 197a
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From: London
To: Milid

Fo. 3170, August 9th, 18432,

Mideast Front Land msctivity remains quiet
except for patrols and exchanges artillery fire.

Continued operations against Tobruk by RAF.
Enemy fighter and fighter bomber against Brit fromt
lines increased since seventh.

Indications are that Axis expects Brit attack
scon. Looks from here that at rate Axis receiving
reinforcements Brit will be forced to make move
soon or Axis will obtain superiorty before Brit
reinforcements men and tanks will be aveilable for
hard front line desert fighting.

MeClure
Actiom Copy: G-2 r‘@ {
lofo. Copies: OFD
A-2
CG AAF
Log
R
EfL 11052, Bec. NE) and KT ox (E)
QS0 letter, May 8, 1972
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filed 1P/8 8, 1842
b 1397 2’

From: London
To: Milid
Fo. 3162 August B, 1842

Ro tactical situation Egypt . Greater activity
obaserved of enemy MNT.

Tobruk apnd Matruh bombing by RAF and enemy bombers at-
tacked British landing ground Burg EL Arab night sixth

causing fires.
McClure
ACTION: a2 BE -
INFO. COPIES: OFD, A-2, CGAAF, LOG
[EDLASSITED
E0. 116858, Bea. BH(E) and Y or (K]
CSD letter, May 8 1872
» JSH, mp..._a.]'jgbj_. ‘
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WAR DEPARTMENT 1613
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER Aug 7

INCOMING MESSAGE

From London
To Milid

No 3151 Aug 7, 1942

d or air ll.tntlou excapt
that lrlt pa ruE have encountered more t pnormal machine
gun fire in Northern sector and exchanges artillery fire in
Central and southern sectors have imcreased.

RAF bombing Tobruk and Matrubh Harbors and light bomber
and fighter bomber attacks on enmemy gun positions and mt
continue.

HeClure
Action Copy: G-2 - e
Info. Copies: OPFD
A-2
CG AAF
LIS
K0, 11664 Sec. $02) and §D) f ()

08D latter, May 8, 1678
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thed INCOMING MESSAGE Suly 7,100

From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washington

No. AMSME 584 August 6, 1942

Positions of ninetieth light elements as
reported in our five naught nine with concentration
of armored divisions with Army and Corps Artillery
::tuntﬂ.l sector correct. HNo changes reported to

e. - 2

Maxwell to Marshall estimate of situation
relative this concentration does not presage
immediate Axis attack. There is every indication
Rommel im improving defensive positions with
strength grouped centrally while awaiting reinforcements
of tanks and men. Some new tanks also forty new motors
and replacement parts have reached front., Todays
German tanks strength estimated at one fifty mark
three and four, with no light tanks, and Italian strengtl
one hundred medium and twenty light tanks. Estimated
about five hundred troop arrivalas daily from Crete by
air trapnsport. Axis motor transport probably four
five naught naught German five hundred Ifalimn all types.
These figures including about fifty per cent captured
British wehicles.

At present Auchinleck training and conditioning
important troop reinforcemente freshly arrived including
forty fourth division from Britainm.

Best estimate here no attack by either side
indicated until after August fifteenth at earliest
and probably sometime later.

Fo sctivity or change August fifth reference
your two sixty eight. BEL LESFIED
B, 1186% Sec HE) and KD) o ()
(S0 Intter, May 3, 1873

Maxwell . JsH, susowflaelis

No. 268 was CM-OUT-0827 (8/4/42) G-2 509 (CM-IN-0809 8/3/42) Opd

] —-m. £ /
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From: Cairo
To 1 AGWAR

AMSME 577, August 6, 1942

During the day of August four B dash twenty four D air-
craft of the Firat Provisional Group attacked convoy consisting
three large traosports and eight destroyers in the Mediterranean
Two direct hite and numerous near misses are claimed e a result
of dropping forty elght one thousand pound bombs. From Brereton
to Marshall and Arpnold. During hours of darkness on the smame
night aireraft from the Ninety Eighth Bombardment group attacked
the harbor of Tobrouk. Ko definite results from this attack
are available. Enemy eircraft seen and light anti mircraft fire
encountered. All of our aircraft returned safely from both

missions .
Maxwell
DECLASIER
Action Copy: OFD EQ, 1165, Bec. S(E) and &) or B

Info, Coples: -2 OAD lester, May &, 1872

A=2 - 3 o o e L
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LOG
CN-IN-2558 (8/7/42) 22387
27

W.L8JOURMAL ND. 131 AUG? 1942
WEERETT COPY No.

oo Aente A EEiCAHE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 18 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 3¢



—

¥

= m L A
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

AMWAR 2

rlw

Filed 1439/6 INCOM'NG MESSAGE ;:-E.; 6, 1942

From: London
To: MILID
Number 3143, August 8, 10432
Nothing to report from Egypt on land oxcept
active patrolling by Brit forward troops and alightly
increased enemy shelling in northern and central sectors.
Believed increase enemy shelling indicates belief Brit
may sgain attack. Attack also considered probable here.
Brit air bombed Tobruk and Matruh Harbors and
Brit light and fighter bombers attacked targets in battle area.

Axis dispositions now forward line all Germans
with Wops bahind. F

Reliably reported short petrol forward areas also
that Germ armored divisions short of MT.

Estimated Axis received during July by air twenty
thousand Germans eight thousand Wops mnd by mea two
thousand Germs and eighteen hundred Wops P8 Wops sent
by sea were part of first Buperga Inf Division. BHelieved
entire Germ one hundred sixty fourth Division from Crete
and Greece now reached North Africa and this Division
replaced in Crete and Creece by twentysecond Air Landing
Division and that one regiment latter Division or possibly
whole Division may also go Africa.

Captured order issued by Wop GOC refers to Wops
practice of easy surrender as having become almoat a tactical
rule and will immediately cease.

MeClure

Action Copy: G-2

Info. Coples: OPD, A-2, CO AAF, Log.

EO. 11653, See. 3(E) and HD) or (E)
08D letter, May 8, 1072
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ecn ; 1 z

From: Scde USBGvt Cairo
To: Agwar Weshington D C |

No. Amsme 5/1 August 5, 1942

Twelve aircraft from two squadrons of the Ninety
Eighth Bombardment Group attmcked the harbors and re-
pair depots of Mersa Matruh and Tobrouk during the hours
of darkness of the night of August second. For Marshall
and Arpold from Brereton. Forty seven one thousand pound
bombs were dropped in the target areas starting large
fires at both objectives. No enemy aircraft were encount-
ered and anti alreraft artillery light and ineffective.
All of our aircraft returned eafely to thelr base. No

casualties.
Maxwell
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ro. Amsme 536 August 5, 1942

August second, no activity on desert except for
Shelling in area -i:ht seven six two seven six. Definite
feeling that Iu;h sides are consolidation positione and
minimize possibility of Axis contemplating immediate forward
movement on southern mector.

Dispositions of enemy forces twelve hours August second,
Eiel group eight six eight three nm.'ht naught; three esighty two
group eight seven two three t dash eight seven mix
three naught four; one fifty fi h regiment less one
battalion eight seven three two nine two dash eight meven
one two nine seven; three sixty firset regiment eight seven
four two nine one area; one battalion of one fifty fifth
regiment eight seven five two nine naught; two hundred
light regiment and Trento Division eight smeven eight two nine
neught dash eight seven five two eight five; Pavia Division
at elght seven two two eight three; twenty first armored
Deir E1 Abyad to Deir El Shein; Flfteenth Armored Division
El Mireir to Grid two seven five; one bettalion three eighty
second regiment eight seven two two seven three; force
two elghty eight Quavet El Abd with Arietewestward; Trikute
square eight six dash twenty six; Littorio, north half
aquare eighty eix dash twenty five; also indicated elements

\ Italian.

Troop Divieion equipped ms Infantry located E1 Taga to
Quattara depression sccompanied by thirty third and five
eightieth reconnaiesance unite.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Fo. Amsme 536 August 5, 1942

Disposition of British troops no change from July
thirtieth except following; second armored Brigade area
four three five eight eight one; twenty second armored Brigade
at eight eight seven two seven four; fourth light armored
brigade Grid twenty six to Quattara depression; seventh
motor brigade from New Zealand Division to Grid twenty mix.

Eetimates on German tl.nt atrength tend to increase and
run from hundred to hundred thirty mark three and four;
Italian tank strength as previously reported.

British tank strength estimated twenty third arpored
brigade seventy eight Valentines and eleven Matildas,
cosbined second and twenty second armored brigades one twer
tventy six cruisers with forty five Grants and forty light.
Hew Zealand Division eighteen light.

Alr metivity night of July thirty first desh August
first, heavy bombers attacked Tobruck Harbor ome large
ship claimed hit, second set on fire. Also raid by
heavy bombers Matruh, Medium and light bombing attecks
on landing ground Fuke and Coast Rodd Sidi Heneish, and
Ghazal. ugust first, fighter bombers made attack in
central and gouthern sectors of front destroyed one
amsunition dump and more than twenty vehicles, also two
fires started.

Naxwell
i pe
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From: London
To: milid

Fo. 3140, August 5th, 1943.

Operations on land Bgypt still confined patrols.
Especinlly mctive Northern Sector both sides.

RAF again raided Tobruk Harbor also attacked
Bardis, Sollum and Matruth.

Comment: merely am opinion is believed Brit
mut so0on end present lull by again attacking as con-
tinved lack active operations suits Axis plans.
This for reason that with contipued development German
succius toward Caucasus Axis would prefer sit tight in
Egypt for time being, force Brit to maintain bulk their
Mideast forces facing Rommel instead of Iraq and Perain
whers they moon may be needed, meanwhile building up
Rommel for later use againat Canal mnd south end of
Pincer on entire Mideast.

MoClure
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Fraper Order
(¥ say
(z) %26
(v 527
W) S+18
From: Cairo () £%o
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMEME B27, August 4, 1943

For cryptographic security this message is
divided into five parts serial pumbers five two six to
five three zero inclusive rearrange as follows five
two seven dash five two six dash five two nine daash
five two elght dash five three rero. Nessage begins
the following message is in three parte. It contains
my strateglc satimate of t};gltut:lu- in Middle East.
For Arnold from Brereton it inc & my plan of
employment for United Btates Alr Forces operating in
this theatre. I am convioced that if means are furnished
for prosecuting the war in this theatre in accordance
with the requiresents outlined herein that maximum
results will be obtained. This entire communication
has been coordinated with RAF and Maxwall. The strategic
estimate indicates three major objectives for Allied
Alr Forcea in this theatre. These objectives discussed
in three parts as follows: firat objective to assist
Auchinleck in his mission to destroy Rommals forces
with direct and indirect air support. BSecond objective
to secure the smea and air cosmunications on and over the
Bediterranean Sea. Third objective a sustained ailr
offensive against the Axis by direct action agalnst
Italy and other vital strategic objectives such as
Roumanisn 0il Production and if pecessary oil production
in Causasus Area. Successful accomplishment of first
objective leads progressively to success in the second
and third objectives provided pecessary implementation
iz avalilable.

Part one first objective follows. Part one. Flrst
objective. USAMEAF heavy bombers cooperating with RAF
beavy and mw-.nt bhave supported E_ghth Army

E.0. 11664, Bec. () nnd 50 er (8
OBD lotter, May 8 1972
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMSME 527, August 4, 18542

by sustaiped attack agalpet epemy ports of embarkation
and debarkation and sea communications. Duri the
period Jupe twentyelighth to July twentysecond

heavy boob effort outside the battle araa has been
onehundred eightyseven individual airplane sorties
dropped ninehundred twentythousand pounda of hombe.
Effort USAMEAF to date has been eight hundred sixty

two thousand pounds bomba in two hundred aod seven
individual sorties. Our effort mainly against objectives
out of rapge RAF. For mame period RAF medium and light
bombardment has made sighthundred sixty nine smorties
dropped two million nine hundred thousand pounds

bomb: missions include Alrcraft Mining, Torpedoes,

Motor Transport, Alrdromes, Ports and shipping. During
=ame period RAF Battle Sorties in direct support of
Eighth Army was nineteen hundred forty nine medium and
Light Bomber Sortles dropped tiree million eighthundred
thousand pounds. Fourteen hundred eighteen fighter
bomber sorties dropped one million one hundred and sixty.

Hazwall

Hote: This is firat part of CM-IN-1578 (8/5/42). |
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From: GCairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSHE 536 Aogust 4, 1942

Thousand pounds bombs: three hundred
fortysix bomber (part two of message five two seven)
sortiea against forward airdromes dropped seven-
hundred fortyfive thousand pounds of bombe: aixthousand
onehundred eighty fighter sorties on machine gun
attack against ground installations, motor transport,
t..:;i troop concentrations, sweeps interceptions and
anac 8.

Conservative ostimate of alr results follows:
eighthundred to onethousand wvehicles per week have
been destroyed or seriously damaged. ONe hundred fifty
aix enemy aircraft have been destroyed fiftyseven
additonal probably destroyed and one hundred eightyfive
aircraft damaged for major overhaul. Destructier and
extensive damage of port facilities to include the three
major ports of Bengazi Tobruk and Matruh. Destruction
and severe damage to shipping in ports and along sea lines
of communications to include ports in Crete and Italy.
This action has been carried out unceasingly day and
night. It is certain that interference with eneny
communications, destruction of his transport. danage
and destruction to tanks, port facilities and shipping
| and morale affect of continuous operations contributed

+o a major degree in assisting the orderly withdrawal

of the eighth army. The alr effort of the RAF has been
withonut parallel except Dunkirk. The allied air effort
is mainly responsible for checking Rommels offopsive
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From: Ciiro No. AMSME 526 August 4, 1942 page 2 dm

on the El Alamein line and for denying him the means to
contipue his offensive.

Had there been available more supporting
artillery mand larger air forces to afford more direct
support in this theatre during recent effort of
BEritish to take offepsive it is possible that neutral-
ization of epemy tanks, artillery and defenasive works
would have been such to effect impetus and success to
the attack. One June first eighth army estimated
favorable ertillery ratio of eight to five and had
alr superiority, pBritish losses in artillery during
vithdrowal probably has created mdre favorahle position
for Rommel in thie respect. Additonal air support sust
be furnished eilghth army concurrently with heavy
bombardment for sustained operations against ports
of embarkation, dobarkation and ses lanes. Additiomal
air support is necessary to augment artillery superiority
necessary for sustained offensive. To effect the firat
objective it is essential that additional light, medium
and heavy bombardment and fighter units be made available
immediately. Sustained heavy bombardment action agalnst
Mediterranean ports and sea lanes will prevent Rommels
alr force from being increased materially above present
strength estimated to be three hundred fifty to four
hundred aircraft of all types.

oUr air units.
Maxwell

Continuation of CM-TN-1585, 1578, & 1606, (8/5/43).
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No. AMSME 528, Auguat 4, 18942

Can be committed to action almost immedintely after arrival
due to continued allied air superiority im this theatre. (part three
of measage five two meven) it is a momt effective weapon for desert
warfare and the only weans of peutraliring enemy land and sea
lanes of communication.

The time element is of vital importance. Heavy enemy air and
ground reinforcement may be expected in this theatres after Russisn
campaign stabilired no matter what the result of that battle is.

Alr movement of equipment, l:ipl.l-l and essential persocnnel
e¢liminates demands upon shipping. F permonnel available to support
initial combat elements until ground Echelons arrive.

For the first objective I recommend first that the threehundred
twentyfirst bombardment group medium scheduled for this theatre in
October be sent at earliest possible date., That it be equipped with
long range tanks and torpedo carrying equipment. Second that the
additional five pursuilt groups scheduled for arrival in this theatre-
from September to February be sent at the earliest posasible date
and that the first of these urita be sent by the most rapid means
possible as demonstrated successfully with the fiftyseventh group
pow hera. Third in addition to reinforcing units now Echeduled
that two additional heavy bombardment groupas preferably B twentyfours
be sent to this theatre immsdiately. Fourth that two medium or light
bombardment groups preferably dive bombers be sent to this theatre
immedintely. Fifth that the Halpro Detachment and Ninth Bombardsent
Squadron of the Tenth Alr Force now operating in this theatre as a
proviasional group be given a heavy bombardeent group status, Sixth
that plans be instituted lemediately for timely supply and replacement
of equipment and personnel to maintain all units at effective combat
strength.End of part one part two followa part two. BSecond objesctive..

Jiiisllon s 2 |
Ein 11652, Bee. NE) and 1) er (F)
08D letter, Moy 8, 1072
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR 1

Fo. ANSME 528, Auvgust 4, 1942

Concurrently with the accomplishment of the first objective,

hoavy bomberdment will furnish indirect support to Auchinleck by
attack of enemy ports and sea communications, This leads directly to
second objective.

Within range of heavy bombardment oparating from North Africa
Palestine apd Cyprus are many vital strategic targets, which it
successfully attacked would improve greatly the allied position in
Middle East and materially impede Axis war effort. MNiddle Esst
provides excellent weather practically all year yound, well adapted
for high altitude bombardment with ample terrain for large airdropes
easily constructed. Defense agalnst air attack relatively much
weaker than in northwest Europe. Concentrated air attack may well
affect Italian morale to a degree necersitating large diversion of
German.

Maxwell
Hote: No. 527 not yet received im WDCMC,
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMSHE 528, August 4, 1942

Effort from other fronts.

In past aireraft operating from Malta (part four
of message five two seven) has o best means of
interfering with enemy convoys. Sustaiped air attachks
on Malta bave practically destroyed its effectivenesa
28 & bume for RAF and naval attack against enemy sea
comsunications to Morth Africa. This permits enamy
convoys free access to North African Ports and materimilly
redeces chances of auccesaful Lybilan offensive. In
addition Axis may route convoys out of raoge of allied
alrforces based im Worth Africa except heavy bombardment.
Consequently only savailable mesne of interdicting encmy
| communications ia heavy bombardment operating from

Aorth Africa and Palestine sgainst enemy ports in South
Ttaly, Sicily and Crete, debarkstion ports in North
Africa sapd convoys enrcute. Strengthening alr defenses
Ealtan not sufficient to reduce enemy effort against
the island, but unless this effort reduced, great
danger exists of losipng this vital base which ls essent ial
to final objective. Enemy nir effort against Malta
bast reduced by aumtained mir action against enemy
tirbases in Sicily, Greece, Crete and the Dodecansse
saking this major strategicel objective for heavy bombard-
ment .

FE—

Current eneny superlority in Mediterrapean with
major portion of British Hediterranean Fleet withdrawn
therefrom leaves heavy bombardment principal weapon to
attack enemy naval forces and bnses in afore mentioned

DL
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From: Cairo
Tao: AGWAR

Ko. AMEME 528, August 4, 1943

localities. BSuccess of German drive to southeast

glves access to Cavcasus Oil. This is vital to Axis

dus to critical oil situation in German occupled

Eurcpe. If German successful in getting control of
Coucasus Allies must attack Caucasian 011 Industry
which becomes most vital target. Effective bombardment
of Roumanian oil facilities which provides onethird
total oil supplies to German Europe and two thirds crude
o0il products, could have decisive effect on onemy
etrategy. .

Should Eighth Army force Rommel to withdraw most
excellent chance for recapture Cyrenaica exists., If
heavy bombers available this will allow greatly incressed
scale of attack on targets above indicated and additional
strategic objectives to north, ioeluding Italy. Success-
ful mction should regain Maltas air and sea offensive
capacity.

. I recommend that for sccomplishment of this
objective, partially initiated during first objectiva,
first, two additionsal heavy bombardeent groups be
furnished this theatre as soon as practicable, Second,
that two additional torpedo carrying groups preferably
dive bomber type be furnished this theatre as soon as
possible. End of part two. Part three follows part
three. Third objective. If British recapture Cyrenalca
and second air objective is successful not only.

Maxwall

Note: Continuation of CM-IN-1505, 1576, 1606, and 1622
(8/5/42)
iciEbaiy
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From: Cairo
To:  Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 530 August 4, 1042

May Adr Forces increase their scale of attacks on
targets previously mentioned but new areas will be brought
within heavy bombardment range, the most important probably
(part five of message five two seven) being Italy itself
and the many industrial and military establishments therein.
Combined with air offensive from England against Germany
such attack may well have critical effect on already low
Italian morale even to extent of koocking Italy out of war.
Using Cyprus and Malta for. 0ff there come within range
the whole of the Italian nation and an area south of the
approximate line Badapest Bucharest.

It is recognized that supply of personnel and equipment
for these objectives present a majorproblem but I believe such
n vital ltl‘ltl‘;lc opportunity exists with large remunerative
results that if necessary deversion from other theatres
should be made to effect this action. This effort aided by
BAF most likely to lead to earlier favorable decision on the
war. Attacks mentloned on any or all targets must be sustained
with ample reserves and maintensnce, KNibbling at such major
targets merely loses chance of surprise and furnishes enemy
an opportunity to strengthen hie defenses, Successful air
action slong above lines should further result in large
reduction in lines of communications from United States and
England to this theatre, Basra and India. For this final
objective 1 recommend that two additional heavy bombardment
group be prepared and dispatched this theatre.

Best estimate of RAF outlook for heavy bomers this
theatre consiste of total thirtytwo halifaxes and thirtysix

Jidebloss ;|
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CSD lettar, May 8, 1979
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 530 August 4, 1042

liberators with no replacement. Upkeep of liberators to
be by cannibalization. RAF have now assigoed to squadroos
all types ninehundred fifty airplanes of whichk sixztyfive
percent maintained in commission am AD AVErage. Back of
these in various steges of repair and overhaul an additionsal
one thousand three hundred twentyfive airplaces. medium and
light bombardment and fighter reinforcements with mome :
cannibalization should maintain and possibly somewhat incremsse
RAF effort but at present time no major reinforcement in the
picture except few fighter squadrons and cannibalization and
attrition airplanes barely keeping pace with combat losses
currently. Howeveruponthe arrival of ground Echelons shortly
in Africa of the airforce units now in this theatre, RAF
unsrmed servicing units now serving these combat elements muy
be relessed or others made available to serve initially the
asdditional combat elements requested pending prrival their
own ground Echelon.

Susmmarizing, total Americen effort to effect this plan
would be eight heavy bombardment, four light bombardment (Dive)
two medium bombardment, siz pursuit groups and two photo = | -
gquadrons with associated gervices. Thim force assisted by
RAF effort is, I believe, mpproach to eventusl defeat Germany
and from defenmive view would be effective obatacle to
contiouing German success towards southeast. Further
strategic location this area of strong air force gives
Strong support to air and sea communications to India and
China and allied op erations in those theaters.

Eaxwell
Note: Continuation of CM-IN-1585 (8-5-42) and CM-IK-1578
(8-5-42). v
[ECRECIAER
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From: USG Amembassy Ldn
To: Milid

No. 3133, August 4, 1942

All Egypt reports received here to six AM date show only
ground activity was patrolling and small amount artillery
belling both mides.

RAF continue bombing Tobruk, Bardia and Fuka and fighters
raided onemy reconn unit Western Edge Qattara Depression also
attacked suspected enemy beadquarters central and mouthern
Areas.

Enemy air made intruder #aids night second against landing
grounds west of Alerandris but no damage reported.

NeClure
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No.  AMSME 522, August 3, 1942

Night July twenty ninth, thirtieth, enemy aircraft raided
& il Bell 8 Adirport using spproximately twelve medium bombers
NE opCaiv, evel attack. Destroyed engine repair and Armory
E-*"?shed, also eix planes damaged. Reported five people killed.
Airport closed one half day by delay action bombs. HNo snemy
planes brought down. Night of July thirty first, August
first enemy made similar raid inat same using same low
sltitude attack with two fifty kilogram bombs. Damage to
one squadron building and eight planes including three
Yellingtons. Three persons killed and four injured died in
bhospital. Ne wital installations damaged and airport oot
closed to operations. Four enemy planes brought down by
interceptors and anti aircraft fire.

Haxzwall .
ACTION COFPY: OFD
INFO COPIES: G-3, A-2, CG AAF, LOG
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From: Cairo
To: Agwer

Ho. Amsme 521, August 3d, 1942,

British Military Intelligence have no confirmation
of your advices but they have good evidence that
practieally all German reinforcements now reaching
Africa are through Greece. New Infantry Division is
already on way ncross and two Regiments of same have
been idectified near Alamein., Past experience hereo
with reports of troup movements through Erenner into
Italy havé been generally found correct as to movement
but lack accuracy as to quantity and types of material.
¥iddle East Headquarters agree that important reinforce-
ments will reach Axis Army in Africa and these AT
primarily tanks and men. They sre very much interested
in any further reports from your sources. Reference

your Amsme one gight two.

Haxwell

FOOT NOTE: 182 is CM-OUT- 7167 (7/25/42) OPD

E@, 11051, Bec. W(E) and 6D ar ()
OBD loties, May 8 1072

ACTIOR COPT: oFD
By JSH, paus pess >[ts]73
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2
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From: Amembassy London
To: Milid Washn DC

No. 3127 August 3, 1942

Only Erit land activity reported Egypt for mnight
thirtyfirst and days firat and second wes constant bharassing
and dispersion enemy working partiea by patrols.

Brit Alr bombed harbors Tobruk and Hatruh and
wirdrome Fuka and fighters attacked enemy camps and conyoya
of NT.

¥c Clure
o8
he .
ACTION COPY: G-2 P
IEFO. COPIES:
-2
CG AAF
el AR

E0. 11868, Bec, HE) and KT o (T
08D letter, May 3, 1972
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From: Calroe
To: AGNAR Washington DC

No. AMSME 509 August 2, 1942

Reported as of July thirtieth, following enemy
dispositions: Coast at eight seven six three naught
four to Tel El Eisa three eighty second Infantry and
supporting Artillery; to Meteiriya, bulk of ninety light,
Trento Diviaion, and Eiel group supported by a square
M thirteen tanks: To point sixty four at elght seven
8ix two seven nine, Brescis and Pavia Divisions,
two bundred light Infantry Regiment and one Battalion
one naught four light Infantry, also Corps and Army
Artillery: To Qaret E1 Abd, fifteenth and twenty
first Arsored Divisions also second Eattalion three
eight second light Infantry Regiment, and two elghty
oight group. To Taqa Plateau, Ariete, Littoris, and
Trieste Divisions. FEnemy tank atrength estimated as
German mark. three and four, ninety; Italian, eighty to
hundred. By August third, German tank strength expected
to reach one hundred. British dispositions as follows:
Australian twenty sixth Brigade from coamst to elight
#seven alx two nine two, twenty fourth Brigade to point
elght seven nine two nine one; South African second
Brigade eight seven nine two eight two dash eight eight
oaught two nine naught, First Brigade Alamein box. Fifth
Indian with first Punjab Brigade in line eight seven
oight BVF seven eight dash eight seven nine two eight ooe .
Few Zealand fifth Brigade eight seven eight two seven
naught dash eight meven eight two seven smeven. Armored
dispositions twenty third Brigade four two eight eight
nipe eight area. Twenty second Brigade, four three five

DELKSFR

EO. 11862, Bac, HE) and KD or (8
O&ED better, May 8 1972

By JSH, umnm.ihﬂl?—-
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Page 2
From: Cairo
To: AGFAR No. AMSME 5080 August 2, 1542

eight elght two, alsoc second Brigade of first Division.
Seventh motor Brigade covering area from point eight meven
eight two seven naught, south to eastern tip of Taga
Plateau at eight naught seven two five two. Concerning
twenty third Armored Brigade attack on July twenty third,
where nine six (I tanks) mostly Valentines were used and
in which all but eighteen were lost, it is reported on
same avening a total of seventeer had been recovered and

additional ones also recoverabhle.

Maxwell
ACTION: OFD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, BOS-TAG, LOG
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From: London
To: MILID

No., 3122, August 2, 1942

Land activity reported from Egypt to six AN
date cmsisted of exchange artillery fire Northern
Ssctor and an engagement between Brit patrols and
lh:tt working payty im South Sector near Bab El1
Qattara,

Brit also recovered two their own tanks during
same night.

Day thirty first quiet with bad dust atorms and

from reports so far received day August first also
quiet. -

Brit alr continued bombing Tobruk and camps and
Mt between Matruh and Fuka.

En r bombed ea causing civilian
L] a eliopolis air ou
serious damage.
McClure
Action Copy: 6-3 F&
[ECLLSIAE
Info. Copies: OPD EO. 11652 Sec. 5(E) and 5T or (B
A-2 . 5 1873 i
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMSME 504, August 1, 1942

firmt i t
al 1l ac 5 th African and
eland patrols report at vicinities of

Seoyet E1 Miteriya and Dar E1 Abyad, Digging in by by Italians
reported in general mrea eighty six dash twenty five. Sixty
ninth brigade suffered heavy losses in withdraw action
around Dar El on July twenty ninth, Also two Aus ian
Brigades lost one Battalion each during early stages of same
engagement. Reports also indicate heavy casualties smong Axis
troops. Heliably reported total Eritish casulties Western
Dgmert Campaign up to night of July twenty seven dash twenty
eight are seven two, six thres eight killed, wounded, prisoner
of war, . » Averaged daily
sirength of eightharmy was one twenty eight thousand; on July
twenty seventh, figure one twenty two thousand. HReinforcements
primarily received from ninth and tenth armies since only
other reinforcements known were two brigades representin
eighth armored division received from England. In addition,
fifteen thousand sick have been evacuated of which meventy
five percent are dysentery cases, Estimated that thirty
percent of these have returned to duty. Today reported that
ninety eight moved to Southern Flank, covering general area
from Qaret El ABD to E1 TAQa plateau, Positions also cecupled
by Ariete, Littorio, and Trieste Divisions, This shift of
ninety light from Northern sector may indicate Axis plan for
sweeping movement eastward along southern slope of Ruweisat
Eidge using ninety light in conjunction with fifteenth and
twenty first armored divisions,

Mazxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko, ANEME 498, August 1, 1942

'"]‘I’s Y '

Seven B dash nty four D aircraft of the ninety edghth
group participated in the first combat mission of their group
during the hours of darkpess July thirty dash thirty one by
successfully attacking the harbor facilities and motor repair
depot at Mersa Matruh, For Larshall and Arnold from Brereton.
Over thirty thousand pounds of bombs were dropped causing large
fires in target area., Royal Air Force cooperated by precedl

the B dash twenty four attack with Wellingtons which illuminated
the target and started fires.

Maxwell

ACTION: OFD
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From: London
To: NILID

Number 3117, August 1, 1942

During night twentyninth Brit patrols very
active whole Egypt fromt. Day thirtieth nothing
to report. Reports covering thirtyfirst not yet
roeceived London.

During above period RAF bombed Navarino and
Tobruk Harbors,

HeClure
Action Copy: G-2 54'—:-. el s |
Info. Copies: OFD ED. 11852, Sec. 8(E) and B} a¥ (2)
A-2 OBD latter, May 3, 1872
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ACTION
=E U5 EEXICO PASEEL THRU ADEN JULY 5457 WITH 900 ITALIAR
F-01 PHIGOHERE FAUU EGYPT FOR DURCAN. TALKED W!TH S0UTH
——{  AFRICAN AliMY OFFICERS ABOARD FRESH FiOM DESERT BATTLES.

e THEY DECLARED FOSITIVELY THAT PRESEAT ALLIEL FURCES 1IN
PoT EGYPT WILL HOLD GERMAN ARKY 15 CMECK BUT THAT ADLITICNAL
= REIKFORCELENTS OF MEN AKD UATERIAL WILL BE NEEDED TO SWEEP

F=11

F2 CERUANS OUT UF EGYFT ANL LIBIA. THEY PRAISED PERFORMANCE
= OF ALMERICAN TANKS. SAIL THAT UNDER MO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL
F—Z0

= EGYPT BE ALLOVED TC FALL INTC CERMAN MANDS. ITALIAN

F-a2 PRRISONERS PASSING THRU ADEN ON AMERICAN SHIPS HAVE GIVEN

e ND TROUBLE, ARE DOCILE, IN GOOD SPIRITS AND ANXIOUS TO

F-34

F-33 KORK. HAD BEEN DELUDED BY FANTASTIC AX1S PROPAGANDA

B ABOUT ALLIED LOSSEE AT SEA AMND HAD EXPECTED MUSSOLINI TO

o  LEAD VICTORIOUS ITALIAK ARMY INTO ALEXAKDRIA.
16... .. ACTION
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311499

Make ariglasl omly eammuriralion walch cl-:u- ll persan.  (See Arl 76 (@) NAVREGSE,)
IGO0 xen urtA %r&; i D S Wby

RECCAD COPY: 27G....COMIKCH,.




CONFBENT I —

FROMy  ALUENA ANSCAT
O OQFNAY

Oermans have informed Turks recent offensive Xgypt was not sxpested Lo
M“‘m“h““ﬂ“““ﬁ
Allise. hﬂl—mm_—r“iﬁdm
reinforcements tud that drive will ® resumed wnless refmforoemenis stopped
or unless Sommals presssi army is besten in near future,
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar .
Ho, Ameme 423, July 31st, 1842, #‘f J?J ?{’;;3

On July twenty eight B dash twenty four D airplanes
of the United States Army Air Force Middle East attacked
ships and shipping facilities in Suda Bay on the Island
of Crete at dusk. For Marshall and Arnold from Breraton.
Twenty five tons of bombs were dropped. Several hits
cleimed on ships in harbor. Light anti aircraft fire was
encountered all of our aircraft returned safely to their

bege .
Haxwell
Action Copy: OPD
Info. Coples: G-2 LA
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washn DC

Fo. Amsme 489 July 31, 1942

On July thirty B dash twenty four D Aircraft of the
First Provisional Group of the United States Army AirForces
Middle east attacked large transport surrounded by seven
deatroyers and one cruiser in Navarino Bay in southern
Greece during daylight hours. Thirty five one thousand
pound bombs ere dropped at the large transport which was
the primary target, It is reported that at least one bomber
scored bit but this has not been confirmed by photographie
reconaimeance. Anti Aircraft fire heavy but inmccurate.
From Brereton for Marshall and Arpold, During darkness on
the seme date four B dash seventeen Alrcraft successfully
attacked Tobrouk, All aircraft from both missions
returned safely to their base.

Maxwell
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Freom: London
To: Hilid

Ko. 3110, July 31, 1942

Land situation Egypt remains quiet although
British offensive patrols active.

Both sides minelaying and digging in. Enemy
specially engaged in strengthening defences his Southern
Sector aud relaying mines in Sanyet E1 Miteir Iya Area which
ware r:-mr-d by British duriog their attack om the twenty

eventh .

Revised reports from Mideast now mhow that British
Armored Brigade was involved in fighting on twentyseveath mnd
that it lost at least thirteen tanks against enemy antitank
guns and tanks before being forced to withdraw. Previous
Mid east report that srmored brigade- was not cosmitted in
that attack as shown in our thirtyone zero cne therefore
incorrect.

British air operations continue attack enemy Mt
wlthough bampered by dust. Also continue bombing harbora
Matruh and Benghazi.

Enemy air made several recent attacks airdromes
and workshops Cairo and Alexandria areas causing considerable
damage .

MoClure 5. ;455 Gee O(E) and 60) or (B}
050 letter, May 8, 1973

by JSH, mans
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From: CINC BWPA
To: Chief of Btaff War Dept
No. C 173 July 30, 1842

Sowespac area ocperations report for
period fourteen hundred Zed slant two eight to
fourteen hundred Zed slant two line.

Part one. Ambon: One small destroyer one
merchant vessmel ( sixteen hundred tons )} Ambon
Bay. New Guinem: Ambasi: Two enemy convoys pro-

L] totalling possibly four
destroyers four transports one -possible military
landing eraft carrisr. Port Moresby: Incendiary
bombe apparently keroseme filled and easily ex-
tinguished used in enemy raid. New Ireland:

Bteffex Btralt: four deastroyers and one gunboat
morning July twentynine. Kavieng: Indications
recent work on mirdrome, New Britain: Aabaul:
Reconnaissance worning July twentynine four war-

shipa (posmibly two cruisers two destroyera)

fifteen merchant vessels, five flyi boats in
Harbour; twelve to fifteen aircraft mainly fightera)
Lakunai airdrome. Gasmata: enemy fighter patrol

In evidence. BSolomons: Quadalcanal: six zero fighters
reported Kukum. Malaita: enemy party from ship
escorted by destroyer landed Coleridge Bay

(North West Cnruz July twenty seven: Reconnmissance
shows no Japaness Maramasike. Buka: Alirdrome
repcrted completed. Schana: fifty Japanese,

stores, guns and radio northeast corper of Island,
Eieta: Heavy fortifications.
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From: CINC BWPA
To: Chief of Staff War Dept
Ho. C 173 July 30, 1942

Part two: New Guinea: Kokoda: Village recap-
tured by enemy morning July twentynine; allied
forward positions two miles mouthesst Kokodn. Gona:
Night raid by two catalinas; no result. Bakumbari
(five miles north Gona): Divebomberas escorted by fight-
ors attacked enemy convoy scoring direct hit on destroyer
or merchant vessel and four pear mimses other veasels;
cne enemy aircraft probably destroyed. FPort Moresby:
Two or three flights of heavy bombers dropped HE
and incendiaries vicinity three mile and seven mile
sirdromes; po damage or casualties, Mainland: BSouth
oast Coast: Allied aircraft muccessfully attacked
enemy submarine off Cape Howe.

Part three. Gona mrea: Two RAAF PBYS dropped
twelve five hundred 1lb GP pixty twenty lb fragmenta-
tion two clusters ‘ncendiaries on mreas near stores
and barges from two thousand five hundred fest; two
RAAF PBYS to attack shipping Gonauat night: one
aireraft dropped eight two hundred and fifty 1b GP
bombs on vemsel, twentyfive twenty 1lb fragmentatlion
over Gona; no results observed; other aircraft re-
a.urud engine trouble; wisibility bad. One RAAF

asufort on convoy duty attacked mubmerging sub- '
m two hundred one -] delay;

rat Juat forward Conning Tower two hundred
feet, large patoh oil seen. One RAAF Hudson on Recco
Ambon, two near misses small vessel; interception one
eero evaded. BSeven A twentyfours escort seven P
thirtynines to attack shipping Ambami: Bix five
hundred 1b demo bombs on target ome to two thousand
feet; one direct hit om destoyer or merchant vessel

three near misses; one mircraft attacked by two meros,
one posmibly shot down; report from one A twentyfour
only to date; one A twentyfour shot down, one damaged
at Fall River, four missing; cloud base nine thousand
feet, scattered gumulus,

MacArthur.
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Amcn Embassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3101, July 30, 1942

General situation Egypt unchanged past twentyfour
hours to six AM date. Enemy has been consolidating his
position and laying minefields in Central Sector. Brit
land activity confined patrols.

Germ reinforcements continue arrive by air rate
five hundred plus daily. Bmall pumber tanks alsoc arrive
forward area at intervals on self propelled barges from
Tripoli. Latest count Axis tanks active in forward area
one hundred eighty with forty to fifty other undergoing
front line repairs.

Preas reports that Brit lost tanks in attack on twenty
aoventh not repeat not true as Brit Armored Force intended
for attack was never committed due Germ immediate counter
sttack which included very heavy concentration anti tank

funs.
NeClure
Action Copy: 62 BE
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Cairo
To: AGYAE Washington

No Amame 447, July 29th, 1842 |

Further report oo action which started early |
July twenty seventh. For Marshall., Australians [
reached limited objectives about point thirty three
at eight seven six two eight nine. Attack was supported
by First South African Division and by Artillery and |
Fifth Indian Division. Also support given by Sixty
Kinth Brigade which had been moved from E1 Taga pos-
ition st extreme Southern Flank. Motorired Infantry
and Light Armored succeeded in affecting small breach
of enemy mine field insufficient to permit passage
of Heavy Armor. GStrong German counterattack supported
by Strom Artillery fire forced withdrawal of Australians
to original positions extending from Tel El1 Eiga,
Southeast through point twenty two, at Bir El1 Makh
Ehad Toholr Qusur El Atash then South mlong eighty
eight Grid., 8Sixty Ninth Brigade was isolated temp-
orarily near Deir E1l Dhib was able to withdraw with
unspecified losses. HReports indicate twenty tanks
were left behind., Two Regiments of German one six
four Division definitely identified at fromt. German
tank strength estimated by MEF at ninety mark three
and four, with estimated daily reclamation at tem,
Ho pnew German tanks ideptified. Situation aleong entire
front quiet onm July twenty eighth after asction described.

DECLASSFIER
Maxwell EO. 11652 Sec 5(E) aad D) ar (H)
OSD lester, May 8, 1872
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filgd 130P/29 July 20, 1942
dv 1146 Z

From: AMNCN Embassy London
To: Nilid Washn DC

Fo. 3097 July 29, 1942

In Egypt the Infantry attamck Launched morning
tventyseventh referred to our three zero eightyfive
got thru enemy minefields and to its objectives. How-
over immediate enemy counter attacks forced BErit forces
to later withdraw to former positions with considerable
casualties and no further operations have been reported.

He Clure
3085 (CM-IN-9703  7/28/42)
Action Copy: G-2 29 & (RS
Info. Coples: OPD E(, 11652, See. 5(E) aed BT or (0
A-2 DED letter, May 5 1872
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From: Cairo
To : Agwar

AMSME 410, July 28, 1942

Flying fortresses and consolidated aircraft of this
command attacked the harbour and dock facilities of Tobrouk
during the hours of darkness July twenty five. Many medium
eized fires started in the main dock area and one extremely
large fire which instantly spread to a very wide area believed
to be gamoline and oil storage Tobrouk. From Brereton to Armold.
Anti aircraft fire encountered but no enemy aireraft. All of
our airplanes returned to their bases safely.

Maxwell
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From: CINC SWPA
To: AGWAR Washington D C

Fo. C-166 July 28, 1942

Estimated enemy strength New Gulinea dash Bismarck
Archipelago dash Solomons as follows: Dutch Hew Gulnen:
Bix to eight hundred, maximum one hundred at following
polnts: Fak Fak, Hollandia, Babo, Habire, Soromg, Sarmi,
and Mapokwari. Australian New Guinea: Lno twenty five
hundred; Salamsur five hundred; Buna dash Gona twelve hun-
drad to two thousand. New Britmin: Rabaul twelve thousand;

other occupled points Pondo, Ulamonm, Gasmatn, no estimate.

Following in reply to your number sixty four of twenty
second New Ireland: Eavieng two hundred, patrols at Namai
Fii, Bimberi Island (Rabar Group), Cape George. Enang
Beland: eleven hundred. Manus Island: three hundred. Sol-

omons: Bougainville: Sopana dash Buka F sasage ®six hun-

dred, Eieta five hundred, Faisi dash Buin one hun-
dred; Tulagi sixteen hundred, partly dispersed to Gawvutu,
Halavo, twleve man cutposta at Gole (NE Florida Island)
and Sandfly Passage: Guadalcanal: Lunga dash Tenaru Dash
Tetere three thousand, (Infantry, Air Ground Staff, no
mochanized units), thirty man outposts at Taivu, Cape
Experance, Cape Hunter; Yeanbel Island patrols at Tanabuli
and Retata Bay no eetimate; Malaita: large camp reported
on mll igpland Maramasike Passage, no estimate.

% .-Zé 000, MacArthur

ﬁ.l’.:".l'lﬂ |

INFD, COPIES: G-2, A-2, CGAAF, TAG, r:umm
ED. 11601 Sec. 3(E) sad 8D or (B

080 lotter, May 8, 1672

wy JSH, uquilllﬂ-}—-

CM-IN-10281 (T7-30-42) 0110Z

By AT, NARA, Date «/,z/¢d

51942

; 28
SE—_— COPY No.
C. esr “Eyp OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101



WAR DEPARTMENT |
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

July 29,1943

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF ACTION
MESSAGE: From: MacArthur, CINC BWPA
Tot AGWAR
Ko: Cc-188 7/28/42
Classification: Becret |
¥.D.C.M.C., No.: CM-IF-10381 7/30
Action originally assigned to: OPD [
Action reassigned to: G-2 |

ACTION COPY: G-2 FE |
INFO. COPY: OPD
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMEME 430 July 25, 1842

Firat light twenty seventh the Twentieth Australian |
Brigade la ed attack from Sanyet =1 Mitelriya southwest
along track leading to Deir el Abyad eight seven naught two
eight two. Infantry attack preceded by artillery prepara-
tion sgainst Axim artillery and arsor concentratlions
around Deir el Abyad and el Mireir. First Bouth African
Divisicn mand Fifth Indian Division moved westward converging
toward same objectives am Australimn Brigade. Attacks
described as of a limited objective nature with statement
that objectives have been reached but no further details
now available, No changes on northern and southern

sactors. |
Haxwall
ACTION OFD
INFO. COPIES: G=-2, A-2, CGAAF, TAG, LOG, FILE
BELLAZEHRED
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A3 2§ 1942

From: Lopdon

To: Milid
Ho. 30B6 July 28, 1942

In Russia Germs have reached Don Dus Weat Stalingrad.

Germs have four Bridgebesds on River Don over a
distance about one hundred twenty five miles.

Germs still have one Bridgehead Voronesh but ituss have
made gaine in Voronezh Area.

A

. Btrong probability of Germ operation Eastward from
Eerch Peninsula when this our fit in with progreas of
drive on Caucasus from North.

Russ forces Voronegh area and East of Don North of

Stalingrad remalin threat to Korthern Flank Germ force s ad-
vancing South op lower Don.

Russ withdrawals to the East have been successfully
carried out but feared Russ withdrawals Southward toward and
acrozs lower Don mot repeat not so successful sod have re-
sulted heavy losses personnel and heavy sgquipment.

Above substance reports just received by War Office
from Brit Misslion Koscow.

E0. 11652 Sec. ) and &) er (H)

08D lotter, May 3, 197
b JBH, nunmm-—
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ANWAR 1 C5¥D
filed 130PM/28 July 28, 1842
fb 1232 z
, 1
|
From: London
To: Hilid
Ho, 3085 July 28, 1942
Forward positions both sides remained un-
changed Egypt during twenty eixth,

During night twenty mixth Prit intensified
offensive patrol metivity preliminary to an Infantry
attack on two division front from cxtreme Northern end
Brit line. This attack started daylight twenty seventh
and latest reports recelved date sny all objectives at-
tained by Infantry and Armored force was atarting next
phase by passing thru Infantry to take up attack but
nothing further received.

HeClure

ACTION COPY: G-2 A& y
IFFO. COPY: OPD A-2 CG AAF TAG LOG FILE ]
[Panley
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Filed 1500Z/28th July 268, 1042
VEW 2004 7

From: Fort Lamy
To: Milid War Dept Washington

No. 32, July 27, 1942

French reinforcing Libyan Border one Company
Infantry enroute from Fort Lamy to Zouarin other
soroute from Atioofaya latter Post sometimes called
Largeau. Colonel Ingold excellent Colonial Offlicer
took command of Chad July twenty sixty.

Miller
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. Amame 415, July 27, 1842,

Fifth Indian Division most disappointing,.
failed to gain objective point mixty four,

Maxwell

Note: This is mimsing part of Message No. Amsmo 415, -
July 27, 1943, from Cairo

FOOTHOTE: Origioal is CH-IN-8810 (7-28-42) OPFD.
Operaticoal report from Middle Eawmt,
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From: Cairo

To: AgWar
e /

Ko, AMESME 415 July 27 1842 |

Based on ohservation of Moore who has just returned
from the front. General offensive planned on twenty second
July was a €omplete failure. British suffered heayy losses
among tanks, New Eealanders, Australians, Attack called
for Australisn effort from North to Bouth, ll‘t{hllnﬂl
brigade of fiftieth division attacking from sou to north |
from Taga Plabeau, with main effort in center by New
Zealanders Indians, armor., New % nda; 1 ; *
cbjective, pre third armorec de,
sonly e - -

i

overrun tapks and German 1n!ut;';r. z ;
advanced without suitable anti tank guns, since armor

support has been definitely assured, l:_ﬂiunt HIE H
o fron 1

[ brijgade of New Zealmnd division is i
i ¥ [} 1
riesn- division most disappoin

£a1188 t6 galn objective point sixty four. Aumtraliams
succesded in driving Axis from high ground around point
thirty three, also occupied all but extreme western end of Tal

EL Ess Hill. Sixty ninth brigade, all that remains of fiftieth

LSRR
E.Q. 11652, Sex. 5(F) nnd WD) ae (B)
QS0 better, May 8, 1072
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INCOMING MESSAGE ¢
o

division, occupied most of El h!;. cut later driven off by
Germans. Seventh motor brigade divided into four Mobile
coluans operating between New Zealanders and southérn flank,
South Africans moved up between Indians and South Africans
weeting little resistance. Tanka losmes of twenty third
armored brigade fifty tanks, of Australian tank battalion
seventeen, New Zealand losses reported by medical mervice as
three thousand, Australian at least one thousand five
hundred. morale of the units suff vely as result of

1 all arms. New Zealanders moat bitter at lack of armor |
attacks, Now Zealand attitude resembles that of
South Africans after fall of Tobruck, but thim morae Justified
us they are most definitely been let down, suffered unnecessary
casualties due to failure of armor mupport to arrive when
promigsed. All indications poipt to lack of initiative
necessary to carry out all out attack. Above report by Hoore
is concurred in by Mazwell as to facts of battle however the
dpinion expressed are Moorem own as Maxwell has no bases
for confirmation,

Maxwell

*This mection missing being serviced. Correction to follow,
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filed 1538/28 July 28, 1942
b 1441 z
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. Amsme 3989 July 27, 1042

Middle Emst state lull in Western Desert continued
twenty fourth July. Most reliamble mource has rovealed
that German has landed forty tank engines in Lybia.
Supplies continue to arrive despite efforts by alr and ses
to disrupt flow. Over ninety four JU fifty two were known
to be in Crete on twenty fourth July, mnd two hundred ten
believed to be in Mediterranean Arem, Air planes are used
to transport supplies, men, equipment.

From Abeesn

BELLASTRED -
EAL 11602 Sec HE) and BD) or
Actiom Copy: G-2 "5"'{:. QD lutter, May 4, 1972
w J5H, mamspaeiiisliy
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From: London
Tog Milid
No. 3081 July 37 1942

Tactical situation Egypt unchanged twenty fifth.
Axis intrenching.

Reur Etousa two five eight two and two six one
zero W O regards reported movement armored units egual
to armored divisiion into Italy enroute North Africa simply
as replacements and not complete tactical units. Request
additional details should G two think othervise.

MeClure
FOOTNOTE: 2582 is CM-OUT-7414 (7/25/42) G-2 }.&ﬁ.x..-..,
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!El:d 1510/26 'NCOMING MESSA@;E:H, 1942

From: Accra
To: Eilid

Fo. 3, July 26, 19432,

| E bombing raids on Takoradi and Acera pomsible and

| logical from Southern Libia will hecome more probable

| am ‘morican sir strength is felt in Morthern Libis and
Egypt can be done without Vichy aid,

NcCone

[EASEEY

EQ. 11862 Bec. &) and 5D) ar ()
S0 letter, May 3, 1073
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filed 230PM/26 July 36, 1942
1b 1344 z

From: London
To: Milid
Ho. 3077 July 26, 1942

During twentyfourth Julv enemy engaged digging in and
mine laying all along Egypticm Fromt. Little enemy air
Bctivity and no chenge in situstion forward ares, Heavy
bombers attacked Benghazi and Tobruk night twenty third Hitting
two mhips. In ESouth bound enemy convoy North Northweat
Tobruk one merchant ship hit by terpedo bombers nighkt twenwy
third. Further sorties failed locate this convoy. Twenty
one grounded enemy aircraft damsged in machine gun sttsck
forward landing grounds,

During might twenty fifth twenty & %
three bere deapatched Duisberg. Results not yet
.‘nrf-jﬁ: :

EcClure
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar
Ho. Amsme 388, July 25, 1942

On July two three B dash twenty four D airplanes
of United States Army Alr Forces riddle samt successfully
attacked the harbor and dock facilities at Bengazi dur-
ing daylite hours. For Arnold from Brereton. One large
merchant vessel received direct hita setting same on fire
and several direct hits ca dock basss resulted in large
firea, Our flying fortresses attacked Tobrouk during dark-
ness of same date causing several large firea and explos-
ions in dock area. A A fire extremely heavy both localit-
ies but inmccurate at Tobrouk, No E A encountered. From
these operations all our aireraft relurned safely except
one B dash twenty four which was abandoned p2ar its base
result Hydraulie failure and pariial lending gear failure
result of AA fire over Bengazi. In course of bailing out
one gunner Sergeant killed and «ne Corporal gunner injur-
ed, Further details in separats signmal.

MAXWELL
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PRIORITY

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ko. AMSME 378 July 24, 1942

Goerman dispositions as of last night July
twenty mecond: Two hundred twentieth Cyecle
Battalion point seventeen mquare eighty six dash
thirty, one Battalioam four hundred thirty third
Garman Regiment along railroad near BIR ABU BIFAI
square eighty seven dash thirty with Keil Group
in between, one Battalion of three hundred eighty
second Regiment at point eight meven five two
nine six, Pavia and Remnents of Brescia with battle
group of nintieth light at point thirty three
BQuAarse ughtg seven damh twenty eight, twent
firat Panzer Vicinity Deir El Ab fifteent
Panzer with one Battalion of three hundred eighty
second Regiment at EL Mireir, two hundred eighty
elghth group at Delr UMM Ehawabir, Breil Group
at point eight seven xeroc two six five with one
Battalion of three hundred sixty firat Regiment
from ninetieth light in between two groups, one
bhundred fifty fifth Regiment South of Gebel
Ealakh and Littorio and elements of Ariete in
reserve vicinity Delr EL Qattarra. British
disposition not definitely revealed. Generally
the Australians are still on Hill of Crist, battle
group of Australians creating diversion along
trail from Banyit EL Miteiriya near point thirty
three in mguare eighty seven dash twenty eight,
South Africans southwestern thmszi from Alamein
Box to point mixty four, fifth Indian and New Zealand
Divisions along A!u EL Dihmaniya Ridge advancing
towards EL Mireir, First Armored at Deir E1 Munassib
with Seventh Motor Brigade with one squadrom light
American Tanks north of EL TAGA square eighty = dash
twenty five. Germans have been reinforced by two

bundred twentieth Cycle Battalios, one Battalion four
hundred thirty third German Regimen . 25
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From: Cairo Page
To: Agwar

Ho. AMSME 378 July 24, 1943

from one bundred sixty fourth Division Crete. Rest of
Regiment possibly rest of Division expected to arrive
by air from Crete.shortly. Australian thrust from
EKilo one hundred to SBanyet EL Miteiriys stopped near
point thirty three. South African advance met little
opposition until arriving vicinity point sixty four.
Kew Zealand Division and fifth Indians given EL Mireir
as ocbjective, New Zealanders advancing faster than
Indians ware cut off, roughly handledby both Panrers
aand German one hundred fourth Infantry Regiment. New
Zealanders suffered heavy losmes, extent concealed by
 Middle Emst Bpurce. Valentines committed but not first
| Armored Division during fighting twenty second July.
| || Infantry Tanks mostly Valentines suffered heavily at
|| bands of German anti Tank Guns. British refuse to
| reveal pumber of tanks knocked out but mdmit they
/| lost more than German during firet days fighting.
/| Point out however that _being
| saved for critical battle. Advance of Seventh Motor
|| Brigade Balted by one bundred fifty fifth German
Infantry Regiment North of EL Taga Plateau, British
plan aitack on Dawn July twenty third., Details not
revealed. All units both sides have gained contact
but no decimive battle yet fought. British Tank
| losses up to midnight and losses of New Zealanders
| main allied reverses. Extent of losmes not revealed but
| Af losses by New Zealanders large, offensive may fail.
| British outnumber Germans in men, guns, tanks, planes,
[ | But New Zealanders only first class Infantry Division at
| 1] Auchinlecks disposal. Germans may concentrate forces in

[ e |
E
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No. AMSME 378 July 24, 1942

fight

ffor of New Zealanders.
h ail in missi if German im successful
ﬁ% comment %- that AHEE opinions

&Te not new and have been expressed in the 1
series of Mllers reports. ¥ e

Maxwell
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From: Amembassy London
To: MILID

Ko. 3074, July 24, 1842,

Egypt late on twenty mecond Brit Infmmtry with
tnok support made local advapce is morth to a point
about three miles from comt line and on desert track
running southwest from Alamein. This only operaticn
twenty second.

During twenty third general situation remeined
practicnlly unchanged with following sxceptions: In
cutrame north Brit slightly withdrow from west eond
Tel 51 Eisa ridge under pressure atrong enemy counter
attack, In center Brit also forced to gi ound

o

nctive and capt

05D letter, May 4, 1972

B JEH, Mh-n.ﬁfﬂiz?_-

All Brit armsored 7 rces have boea withdrawn
‘ror previous poaitiona :o behind center Brit line.

B

EQ. 110282, Bee. AE) and D) ar (B

Commet: Nommel is till saving and undoubtedly
bullding up his armored orce. Now known that Brit
tenk casulaties reported ln ocur three zers aixty six

were inflicted by apd his tenks pot in

i gh w

Local disaprointment sver Brit fallure to defant
| Gerenn armor continues. | fess last night carried atpta-
| uent that loarned authoritl itively Auchinleck only in-
| tendud reach limited objie: :ives when Llaunchad attack.

McClure .,
FOOTROTE: HRondio 3066 (CM-IR-B388 7-24-42) G-3.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Washington DC

No. AMSME 388 July 24, 1842

British Offensive Western Desert slackened off
twenty third July. Eighth Army reports positions
taken twenty second dash twenty third July being
consclidated. However, Tank losses suffered by British
L'{.’-’_:-E_il + placed at seventy, ; elai
only twenty. Majority of British tanks casualties
entines of fortieth Royal Tank Regiment, In operations

against German pr Zoaland Infantry
opened Gap 1%%%&@:
“ABd tWERtY @ gades o rat vimsion

|

o 6rt, Valentines went through alone,
sUffored heavily. do not have i
Armored Divisional C . Lumaden wounded

go, may roturn to actlon In three or four
daya. Gatehouse in pomwgnd vhen battle started, ' wounded
on firat day, cperated on yesterday, out for six weeks.
Brigadier Fisher, former Commander Firat Armored Brigade,
now commanding Firset Armored Division. Reluctance of
Auchipleck to commit armor may be due to loss of ex-
Mh%!mr loss of majority of his
tanks by fanlfy Jeadership., German still has at leasat
forty olghty elght MM Anti tank gune. RAF now using
fighter bombers with one five hundred pound or two two
bundred and fifty pound bombs to knmock out dug in tanks,

B0, 11868 Bec. AE) and BD) er (2
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

| Fo. AMBME 388 July 24, 1942

or Hull down tanks used as mobile armored pill boxes
and anti tank guos. Planes gllde to fifteen hundred
| feet with machine guns firing, drop bombs. Method
| ineffective as direct hit must be mcored to disable
| tapk. RAF claimed only one tank knocked out during
fighting yesterdsy. From AHEE. Maxwell has no comments,

{ destt MB-Carry

Maxwall
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From: Cairo
To: AgWar

Fo. A.MSME 370 July 24 1942

From relisble source during period sixth June three
German divisions from Serbis moved through Greece vim Athens
for Crete. Report states these are definitely reinforcements
for Hommel. Unite composed of young eighteen to twenty year old
soldiers, well trained and hard looking. Onm June sixzth in
Liossia, suburb of Athens, wave of sabotage in effort to delay
transit of these divimions resulted in slaying of eight Greek
Officers of Marine and Air Force and fifteen workers. Names of
officers killed without trial available. In Crete during middle
of June maneuver by German parachutists resulted in Creteans
believing British attack in progress. Wave of sabotsge swept
Island resulting in Germans imn‘ one hundred seventeen civilians
Source believes Germans still plenning parachute attack in Delta
ATpa. If Auchinleck attacks and is successful he may expect sudden
air borpe sttack in rear TQ disorganize and Jlsrupt his rear
installations and lines of communicationa. Ses borne invasion
by three divisions either towards Alexandrias or to Syrian Coast
would be most successful expecially if timed to offmet success-
ful British attack from Alamein position. Buch German attack
would probably not be launched unless Auchinle ¢k  successful in
driving Rommel beyond wire. Successful limited attack by

EDLASFED
E0, 1166, Sec. 8(E) nnd 1) o (E]

08D lotter, May 3, 1973
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Auchinleck at thie time does not ipnsure safoety of Middle
Easgt in view of these recent developments. From Ahee with-
out change by Maxwell who accepts the possibilities outlined
but Maxwell does not believe that preparations for a three
division ses borne or anir borne expedition can be completed
:ithout discovery and effective interference by HAF and U8
viation.

Eaxwell
Action Copy: G-2 ﬁ E'
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From: Amembassy Londen
To: Milid Washington DC

Ho. 3886 July 24, 1942

Latest Egypt news received here cover twenty-
sacond,

In morth Autralian Infantry with tank wsupport
made important gaoin at Tel El Eia and to south of
Tel E1 Makh Eh :

In central sector Brit Infantry reached all their
objectives but their casualties high and in case of
one Brigade mevere., In this mector the Brit armored
force which we yesterday reported as attacking was
completely stopped by enemy and latu- forced to with-
draw. Iite tm losses twenty [ Y e

or l.ml h]r anniu; was advancing.

In south Brit Infantry pressure has been main-
tained and some gains made.

Comment : War Office saye frankly that progress
this operation as a whole im disappointing.

For MI8 control: The Above report of failure
Brit e ormations to advance against Germ
Armor and heavy Brit tank casuamlties im 2 repetetion
of what has ocurred so often in similinr engngements

[ECLAITER
EOQ. 11662, Bee. 3(E) and D) a2 (8
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From: London To Nilid
No. J066 July 24, 18432

in North Africa that they can no longer be re-
garded as isolated cases due to normal fortunes
of bettle. There must still remain something
radically wrong io Brit Tank fighting tactice and
technique. Our observers there should by now
know what it im.

EcClure,
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Fo. ANBNE 371, July 23, 1642.

British offensive Western Desert began late afterncon
twenty first July. Up to midnight Seventh Motor Brigade
captured E1 Taga square eight six five two five one, then
atarted movement dus north. KNew Zealand Division in central
sector captured high ground vicipity point sixty four square
eighty seven dash twenty meven. Attack preceded by intensive
aerial mctivity aimed at German landing grounds. Battle orders
of both sides as reported in previous cables. From Abee.

Maxwell.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No. AMSME 355, July 22, 1942.

Flying Fortress and consolidated type airplanes of
United States Army Air Forces Middle East sucessfully
attacked the horbour port and dock facilities of Tobrouk
during daylight hours on July nineteenth starting numerous
fires and causing several explosions, For Arncld from
Brereton. BSeveral merchant vessels of medium size were
in the harbour and in addition to several observed very
pear misses it is believed direct hits were obtained.
Results unobserved. Medium antiaircraft fire was eno-
countered after bomb releases. No enemy aircraft eo-
ecountered and all of our airplanes returned safely to
their bases.

Maxwell.
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From: London
To: Milid Washington

No. 30568 July 23, 1942

July 22, 1942

1231 £

On land twentieth Egypt comparatively quiet

with enemy on defensive.

Only change in general line of whole front
was just south of Alamein where Brit made slight

local advance,

Enemy heavily dive bombed Brit troope western
slope El Ruweisat Ridge but reports show no Brit

casualties.

Night nineteenth Brit patrols took mome prisoners

and destroyed several onemy guns.
Late nineteenth RAF attacked Tobruk and

Matruh

Harbore and that night bombed same harbors and laid
mines. RAF aleo attacked enemy landing grounds near

Fuka night nineteenth and again on twentieth
considerable damage to airplanes on ground.

doing

Motorized Indian Infantry Brigade of the Indian

Armored Division now in forward area.

HeClure
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Fo. Amsme 381, July 31, 1842

From Fellers. Returned from front nipeteenth.
After taking command from Ritchle twenty sixth June
Auchinleck wisely decided mot to defend Matruh, However,
Rommel pressed pursuit so rapidly that fiftieth British
and Tenth Indian Divisions were caoght in Matruh
forced to cut their way out night twenty eight dash
twenty nine suffered heavily. Had masa of British forces
defended Matruh Rommel would have emveloped position with
Panzers and Ninety Light Divisions detached Italian
Divisions to contain garrison and with his German units
moved on Cairo. Wisely Auchinleck moved Fast and by
thirty June held strong areas about El Alemein, point mixty
four square eight seven two seven point one hundred square
eight eix two six, Firset July without becoming seriously
engaged Rommel probed El Alamein and point one hundred
positions while he attacked heavily point sixty four which
was key Terrain feature of entire British position.
Point eixty four was shelled all day, attacked at noon,
engaged heavily at fourteen fifteen hours, overrunm by
both Panzer Divimions at nineteen thirty hours. German
poasesalon of point sixty four morning of Becond July left
an wtwdm‘gw some fifteen miles wide between British
positions at Alamein and point one hundred. Newly
arrived Ninth Australian Division was in Amiriya Aranm
SBguare fifty dash ninety ome covering Alexandria. For
Rommel way to the Alexandria Cairo Road was wide open.
Neither General Dorman Smith Auchinlecks Chief of Staff,
por any of the other Officers with whom I talked can u!pllln
why Rommel failed to move through the Gap he created.
Gepneral Lumsden Commander British First Armored Division
who planned to cover retreat on Cairo told me he drew
Axis of withdrawal on his map from point sixty four to
Alexandria Road thence to Pyramids, Cairo, Ismalia. BSecond
July with every reason to move East rapidly Eommel remained
quiet. BSince Second July British position has slowly

~a
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

No. Amsme 351, July 21, 1842

improved, Auchinleck has eliminated some of the
easunlness which characterized senlor officers of Eighth

. New methods and facem are evident; bulk of RAF
is providing effective direct support to Eighth Army
heavy bombers are endeavorinog to interrupt Axis comsun-
ieations; Artillery fire is more concentrated; daily
thrusts are increasingly effective agrinst Italian Divisioms ;
British Armored strength is being fostered, In minor
operations British hold initiative. With Infantry and
Artillery they are concentrating effectively on Italian
Uoits firat om Bouth, them on North of line,occcasionally
in the center. B5Since line was stabilized Second July
some five to mix thousand prisoners nearly all Italimn
have been taken. These cracks agaimst Italians who
sxpected to take Alexandria two weeks ago have lowered
their morale., Operations have alsc aggravated German
Armored and Infantry Units kept them on constant alert to
rush Forth and South from one engagement to amother to
stiffen Itslian resistance. Although Britisk have
initiative locally, fear of the German Eight Eight MM
anti tank gun continues to deny them initistive for
major operations. British will not likely IEIJ.H find Axis
as wenk as on July seventeen when including three eight
two German Hegiment from Crete the entire German strength
in Egypt was estimated at twenty four thousand with ome
six seven field pleces one fifty five anti tank gun
sixty mix tanks fifty serviceable fighters some seventy Ju
oighty sovens, JItalian strength was nineteen thousand
men one fifty two field guns one fifty antitank guns ninety
medium tanks, Italisn air is of little consequence in
forward aress, With numerical superiority in men tanks
aireraft guns, with Rommels forces depleted low Italian
morale, = coordinated full scale attack along entire fronmt
i clearly indicated. Many Brithish officers including
Lumsden favor an immediate attack. At all costs it should
be launched before Axis reinforcements arrive for Rommel
is extromely dangerous until dead. British have hesitated
to mttack because: they now occupy their last stromg position

EQ. 11602 See. 5(E) and KD) o (B ; -+, B
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vest of the Delta Auchinleck dare not lose many more
| tanks to Eighty Eight MM guns lest Rommel even with
depleted forres strike., The fate of the Delta, probably
the Middle Fast certainly that of Auchinleck depend
npon British retention of armored superiority. TYet every
day Auchinleck delays, Rommels reinforcements are that much
cliaer to realization. That Axis will reinforce is a
certainty. After fall of Matruh but before El Alamein
1liie stabilized, through radioc intercept British learned that
bei'ore end of July reinforcements of eleven thousand troops
eighty two tanks will be made. These figuroes include three
thousand troops from Crete meventeen tanks which have
alroady reached front; eight thousand trained recruits for
replacenents are enroute via Athens thence by air to
Africn; Germen gasoline supply by end of July will have
reachod highest level since Axis operations in Africa began;
one hundred Qerman planes are to be sent from Russian
front., Attention is invited to fact that decision to send
German reinforcements came after Hatruh but before British
establishod El Alamein line, before Rommels position
weak, After line held and British initisted local attacks it
is ressopnable to assume allotment of reinforcements would
be increased, British disclosed no knowledge of Italian plans
for reinforcemants.

General observations: one after two long talks with
Auchinlock at front my impression is he feels situation
romains critical but that he iz determined to win. He
expreased deep gratitude that War Department plans
prompt much neaded air reinforcements some of which has
arrived he admitted he was desperate for more help listed
future needs in following priority: air especially
long range bombers tanks, self propelled artillery, transport
expecially ten ton trucks. He is delighted with Jeep uses
one himeself says we cannot send too many.

o (D) ox ()
a7

oS letker, My & 187
/2

HANE Da

2, Bec. H(E) ®

Two General Durman Smith complained bitterly over
axtreme care necessary in haandling and limitations placed
upon imperial forcea, Australians and New Zealanders
cannot be ordered into battle without approval from Home
Government, Due to home political situation, Indisms and
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South Africans sust be handled most carefully. Only British
troops can be sent forward without gueatiom t unfortunately
most of these had been captured. He urged that if American
troops are aver placed under British command they be so placed
without restrietion.

Three during pericd thirteen June second July morale of
Axis men taken prisoner was high. BSince Becond July morale of
Italians has dropped rapidly. In gqulet sector eighteen July
fourteen Italians marched ipto British lines surrendered.

ured letters and dia~les revealed very low morale among
Italiaps. Morale among Allied soldiers and Junior Officers
at front is better than fair, considerably higher than during
period tenth June second July., Resasons probably are: At
£l Alamein fighting men had backs to wall, RAF gave excellent
direct support, Eighth Army position was stabilized, Axis
suffered heavy losses, is now known to be weak,

Copclusions: First on firet July way to Cairo was open
to Rommel. Becond with infantry and artillery British have
local initiative. Third principally bacause British dare not
lome more tanks to German Eighty Eight MM gun they have
roefrained from general offensive. Fourth Axis forces today
are weak, Axis Army has steecl heand wooden heart. Rommel and
his German Divisions provide steesl Italians conatitute wooden
heart, Fifth in comparison to those of Axis Britiah frrces
are strong enough to justify attack at once. Sixth if lasunched
today before Axis reinforces chances for succesaful British
attack are good, Seventh reinforcements for Rommel are
a certainty, Eighth British morale is better than during
period tenth June and second July., Nioth based on past
performance once Rommel is saterially reinforced British
cannot defeat him, Tenth amother British defeat means
destruction of Eighth Army loss of Middle East. Eleventh
Alr Forces im ever increasing gquantity are only reinforcements
which can arrive in time to insure securtiy of Niddle East.

10l ]
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theatre be heavy continuous immediate. Foregoing by
Fal? contact mothi d -
mr:'d.ln 44 11.“ new and recommendation im con

Becommendation: that flow of American aircraft to this
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Little change general situation Egypt
nineteenth, Brit made slight gains in Tel El
Eisa Arem. TFurther mouth colum Brit had indeciaive
engagement with enemy on western edge of El . Taga
Plateau., Elsewhere Brit activity confined to

patrolling.

Brit air effort night eighteenth again
mainly on Tobruk. Day nineteenth RAF severaly
damaged forty enemy ACFT on forward landing ground
and destroyed five in alr over same ground. RAF
nleso attacked enemy MT snd tanks securing hits on

six tanks.

Ho repeat no fresh enemy unites have been

identified since the Germ Infantry Regiment
proviously reported which joined Germ ninetiath
ent no avidence that Germ

light division and no "f
tanks believed landed Tripoli have reached forward

Ares.

Mideast reports continue zlaim evidence lowered
Top morale anlnow say that the Germ Armored Divisions
fail to exhibit their previous punch whiech Brit
interpret as due fatigue and posaibly alsc to lessening
of morale, Comment: it is wmore likely that Germ
lack of previcus punch due more to Rommels desire to

cobgerve tanks than to lessening of mormle. Is a
fact that Eommel recently has used much smallar pumberg

of tanks ipeeparate misslons tham ever used formerly for
missions equal importance and mgainst similiar Brit forces,
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No, 3044 July 20, 1942

Hothing important Egypt during eighteenth.
Indian troops sdvanced along Ruweisat Ridge and
repulsed counter attack which included tanks.
Further north Australians had local successes.

Patrols both sides very mctive,

Main Brit Air effort night seventeenth against
Tobruk with one ship hit and fires started dock,
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From: London
To: Hilid

Ho 3030 July 18th, 10432,

Beventeenth in Egypt follows: Hothern mector: eneny
attacks with infantry and tanks forced Brit withdrawal frows
positions previcusly gained at Banyet El Miteiriya to former
positions Tel El Makhkhad, In ovening enemy heavily but
ipnaccurately bombed Alamein,

Central sector! enemy infantry reattacked Ruweisat
Ridge early morming and again in afterncon but both times
repulsed by Brit wrtillery fire mand no change in Brit position
here,

Southern mector: Brit advanced westward snd by evening
woere in contact with enemy on line ipproximately from E1
Taga platenu in south to Deir E1 Qattara on north.

Night sixteenth allied heavy bcmbers sttacked Tobruk
shipping and harbor setting one ship afire and large fiream
ashore. Heventesnth RAF attacked stipping Bomba, Tobrulk,
Bardia snd Sollum., Five enemy nircraft destroyed in sir
during day.

Brit reperts say WOP infantry morale increasingly bad
snd in latest {nstances where WOPS vamed for attack have fail-
ed to carry thru and Germ troops hac be put in to mave
situation,
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BRITISH EAST VEDITERAMMEAN FLEET H0u BASED PORT
EAID AKD HAIFA. HMB HEDNAY SUNK. CINC MEU HEADQUARTERS

18 MAILIA WITH STAFF, PART STAFF PORT SAID AND ALEX.
OPERATICHS LURI MG PAST WEEK. NO CHANGE LOCATION UAJOR

ITALIAN UNITS. SUPPLIES DEL IVERED YsLTA. UPOM
ABANDONMENT MERSA UATRUH HWARKBOR FACILITIES THOROUGHLY

WRECKED. AXIS KON USING LIUITED AVA)LABLE FACILITIES
MERSA VATRUH AND TOBRUCH FOR OFF LOADING. THESE HARBORS

BEING BY AIRCRAFT. 4 AMMUNITION VESSEL
DESTRO A UATRUH, @ TANKER AkD SUPPLY VESSEL DES-

TROYED TOBRUCH IN LAST_FEW DAYS, BRITISH INTELL |GENCE
BELIEVE AXI5 CONCERTRATING ALL AVAILABLE EJUIPMENT TO

NORTH AFRICA AND THiT RUMORS INVASiON CYPRUS AL SYRJIA
NOT BUBSTANTIATED EY FACT. COINCIDEAT WITH THEIR ADVANCE

IN THE WESTERN DESERT, AXIS U-00ATS AL8SO MOVED EASTWARD
AHD IN THE MAIN OPERATE EASTSARD OF ALEXAMDRIA. 1N THE

FIRST WEER OF THE LONTH 9 OR BOATS COULD E IL‘ENTIF&EL
AT 8BEA AND WORKING A3 FAR NORTH A8 CYPRUS ACCOUNTED FO 3

SMALL WEARCHANT BHIP3 4 BCHOONER. ALLIED SURFACE CRAFT 1IN

CONJUNCTION WITH AIRCRAFT HAVE CARRIED OUT OFFENSIVE
Lot
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From: Cairo
To; AEwar ¥ashington

No. AMBME 310 Jyly 18, 1942

Newly arrived eighth armored division
composed of twenty third and twenty fourth
brigades. Twenty third armored brigade
equipped with Valentines and few Matildas.

Twenty fourth has no tznks, plan to equip it

with American mediums and crusaders. Division

will have twenty five pounders on self propelled mounts,
but gune have not yet arrived in Egypt. Division

left Epgland destined for another theatre,

probably India, but Middle Esst situation resulted

in assignment this from Ahee theatre.

MHaxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

#AMEME 309, July 18, 1942

Seventeen July little fighting along Alamein line.
German armor made feeble attack on point sixty four but
failed to gain foothold. Australisns on hill of Christ
attempt thrust to south, repelled by artillery concentration
from point thirty three. German dispositions, three hundred
eighty second Infantry regiment western sector of Alamein box.
Ninetieth 1ight at point eighty eight dash twenty nine with
third and thirty third reconnsissance unite. Trieste and
Trente divisions are southwest of the Alemein box . Fifteenth
armored and twenty first armored divisions are in the general
arem about point sixty four. Elements of Triete and the
Littorio divisions sre protecting the southern flank. The
Alamein box western flank is st Me Sa El Hamra, running between
the rosd and railrosd to & point two degrees west of north
south grid :ighty eight, mouth to Bir E1 Maqtum, eamt along
the rallroad past the north south grid eighty nine, then
northeast ‘o cosst. Box garrisoned by twanty sixth Australiasn
brigade on west, first South African brigade on east. BSecond
South African brigade south of Box, with third South African
brigade ir reserve. Fifty Indian and New Zealand divisions
in central sector with seventh motor brigsde on mouthern flank.
Nineth Avstralian Division, less one brigede in army reserve,
Twenty oie of twenty five German tanks claimed destroyed by
British were demolished by engineer demolition crews yesterday.
German rank strength now placed at fifty Italian and elghty
Germen. Britiah continue to have superiority in all arms, 4
continus to launch localized attacke to destroy Italimns.
Indications point to main effort being launched today or to-
worrow, Auchinleck mBy try to penetrate with first arsored
division slong east west grid twenty seven with seventh motor
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brigade creating diversion in south, German armor to be
occupied by New Zealanders and Indians., German positions
point to repewed attacks on Alamein box by ninetieth light,
three hundred eighty second German infantry regiment from
Ahee. Maxwell has seen for Milid and concure in this
nessage.

Maxwell
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Events sixteenth Egypt: Northern sector: as previously
reported British counter attack in morning was successful
end occupied whole of Tel E1 Eisa however in afterncon
eneny bombing and shelling rendered position untenable
and British withdrew from southern end high ground. Late
evening British again attacked south from E1l Eisa and
secured ridge Tel E1l Makhkhad about eight miles west of
Alamein then captured E1 Miteiriya four miles further
south. About five hundred enemy captured during day.

Central and Southern sectors: in morning British armored
force engaged mbout fifty enemy tanks near west end Ruweisat
Ridge and destroyed several when enemy withdrew. In evening
enemy counter attacked with same pumber tanks plus motorized
infantry. British cogaged with armor and artillery and at
dark enemy withdrew west. Twenty five enemy tanks destroyed
during day.

In extreme south British mobile colums attacked several
small groups enemy Mt and sent patrols west.

Nig rlkad Sengh [ w kb H DOT'A -
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ish loss no
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 300, July 17, 1542

British attack sixteen July made by New Zealanders
and Fifty Indimn Division. One Bri of New Zen-
landers on each flank of Indimns, ttack reached point
sixty four in square eighty meven dash twenty meven.

This high ground commands surrounding territory. German
counter attacking with two panzer units. Littorio and
nineteenth 1ligh being held in reserve on southern flank
of penettation. HNalel group composed of mix hundred aixth
AA Battalion, mixth company of two hundredth ligh infantry
regimant, eighth troop twenty fifth AA regiment and one
antitank battalion being used am flank guard at

trail junction point eight eight one two mix Bix., Group
on eleven July gl'll two eighty eight MM gunm, seven twanty
MM guns, three fifty MM guns, three six pounders, seven-
toen light machine guns and about thres bundred men. Ger-
ma&n now in possession of western half of Hill of Christ

ineluding rail road station, & con-
centration at po hi three sg l_desh
[ I [ iritish should imms :
- a1l out a {ron] Ta

o alop v o ron ah A

: de should reinforce Seventh Motor Brigade for attack

| on southern flank which German holds lightly. Attmck

| hore would relieve pressure on British penetration. JIf
British allow German armor to whittle down strength of

New Zeanland Divislon groat damage will be done to strength
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From: Cairo

To: Agwar
Noo. AMSME 300, July 17, 1842

of Eighth Army. British Armor must be permitted to force
German to relieve panzer pressure on New Zealand position.
Axis penetration at this point will divide eighth Army

and epable Rommel to deal with each saparately as he did

in Cauldron Ares for MILID FROM Ahee. Maxwell comment is
that information of sctusl battle conditions is too meagre to
suggeat any definite plan for British sction.

Maxwell
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B Egyrt followe: Northern Sector: Foemy

attmck this sectar on fifteanth was partially Fucoosk-
ful and ecemy beld Tel E1 Eisa high ground all day

while Hritish held high ground to morth sod enst of

rallway. British counter attack morning sixteenth re-
gelnod eptire Tel E1 Fiss high ground sod took c
two hundred prisoners ipeluding 1
Baln if Eﬂﬂ.

Certral Bector: Morcing fiftcenth Seitish Infantry
tith terks supporting consolidated along the Ruweisat
iidge cestward from polat due wouth of Deir El Shein
agsiact beavy encmy oppositionp. Evenipg fiftesoth anemy
beavily sttacked this position with Infantry mod tanks
and drove back British sost forward troopa. Early
porolop mixtesnth enemy renows:d attmck samn position bui
oo deteils fighting yet reccived,

Since morping fifteecth to last weports dated
mornlng sixtecoth British have captured over ninetesn
hundred priscaners ineludicog TH " T
Li L] S E] Y = vanraan ap iy I8 ded ' Jd
‘A sixtesn ind BIght enszmr guns ipcluding four un-
dnmaged pightyeipht ¥ dual purpose guns captured.
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Wops to carry thru attacks and being forced used
German formations for important attacks.

British tank strength as of fifteenth three
bundred twentynine including about one hundred
twentyfive Valentines and Cruisers. Estimated
Axis tanks runners on fourteenth about two hundred
with unknown number under repalr and relisble re
Lhat one hundred twenty Germ tanks due arrive Libya
before end July of which believed forty already
reached Tripoli but not yet forwar” area.

British Cinc reports Rommel no longer trusts },

Three bhundred eightysecond Germ Infantry Regiment
of one hundred mixtyfourth Infantry Division last
reported Crete has been identified forward area but
no repest no indication division moving.

Is believed Hommel will receive five thousand
replacements by end July and Wops elso making every
effort send reinforcements Libys which may reduce
nusber troops they expected smend Russian Front,
Now reported Rommels request for complete Germ
divisions has been refused but he will get large
replacements.

MeClure,
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are War Office commants on Middle
Epat items an Agwar messages twentyoms fortvnine
July fourteenth and twentyone eighty dated
fifteenth' ' |° Movement of what amounts totml your
WOP divisions less artillery to Libya hardly feasible
owing to shipping lowever replacements to maxdidmyu-
available shipping are being ment.

Reports that 'hu-ll are moving two divisions to
Black Sea Coast confirmed.

ri have re t unidentified
WOP divleion has arr ipoldi]’.

Report that WOP parachute troops have been
moved to Crete but not repeat not to Dodeeanose- is
confirmed but no confirmation strength.

BCCLURE

2180 is CM-QUT-3803 (7/14/42) G-2 Deily intelligence
BRESEAL® AnNnex 2149 is CHN-OUT-3881 (7/14/42) G-2
Dpily intelligence book message .
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

FHo, Amame 200, July 16, 18942,

German attack on fiftesn July ipat Australian
Brigade held up. Twenty first Armored lieved toc have
vithdrawn from attack, British have lsunched attsck
below Alamein Box mgaiost Italian Brelsca Division. For
Milid extent and scope of British attack unknown,
Auchinleck plan revealed to be offensive action mgalnst
Italian troops, avolding action against Germnns., From
Fellers. Auchinleck believes dostruction of Italians will
force Gérmans to fall back, result in easy destractiecn )IJ
of German Armor. German advance along Southern Flank
continues at slow pace. Strength of attack unknown,
but may cause diversich of British Forces im North and

Contral Bpctor,

nxwell
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PRIORITTY

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 281 July 16, 1842

British attack reported our twelve zero nine fifteen
July mave by New Zealanders from square eighty seven dash
twenty seven westward. Attack completely surprised Ital-
isn Breisca Divieion, continued to night camp of eight
tank regiment of Fifteenth Panzer Division, Between
three thousand and four thousand Itmlimns captured, four
eighty sight MM guns. German tanks escaped, also Ger-
man Infantry. OGerman attack on Australians on Hill of
Christ partially successeful but Twenty first Armored has
broken off attack to North moving south east to counter
New Zealand attack, OGerman Fifteenth and Ninetieth Light
Italian Littorio moving north amlong eight eight Grid.
German effort on Southern Flank disengaged from Fellers
completely for MILID,

Maxwell

FOOTNOTE: WDCMC believes reference is 280 (CM-IN-5750
T/17/42) G-2., Operations report in Egyptian Campaign.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ro. AMBME 202 July 16, 1942

Eelil group composed mguadron tanks, four eighty
eight MM anti tank y two to four twenty five pound-
ers, two eight wheeled armored cars, four four wheoled
armored cars, and some motorized infantry. For Eroner
this group is personsl guard of Rommela headquarters
and is used for swift striking power. From Aheg re-
sponeible only to Rommel personnally. Present compo-
aition of Meney group uncertain, HNormally composed of
two Infantry Regiments, Present strength believed to
be one Infantry Regiment reinforced. Lt Col Menton
and Capt Eiel are commanders,

Maxwell
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From: London
To: Milid

Ho. 3015, July 16, 1942

Evening feurtesnth enemy heavily attacked forwnrd
frit troops Nerthern Sector Egypt using arscred forastion.
£rit held grovnd and destroyed meveral enemy tanks.

liight fourteenth in Central 3getor Brit attacked euemy
positions Western end nl&:nmn-. Ridge end mpite £, o - ) e
ptrong opponition gained objective. ~ fp R meinafd - ,P-"'_ i

(1 o A

Tn Southern sector enemy made small geip in his Contmr §ecln
sttack of thirteenth »' ich we reported fifteenth but during
fourtecnth mmde no repeat no attempt to advance and
1ittle metivity Southern Bector.

Turing fourteenth Brit Light and Fighter bombers
repestedly nttmcked encmy forces in battle nrea Azi claiw
conpidereble damnge to enemy armor aod MT. Benghazi
Harbor bombed thirteenth and two ships set fire. Hight
fourteenth Tobruk Dock area bombed.

MeClure
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To AGWAR

Ho AMSME 261  July 15, 1942

Fifteen July Axis has shifted sattack from Alnmein
Rox to Australiasn brigade holding hill of Christ nesr
railroad station in square eighty seven dash twenty
nine., Weakened Sabaratha divieion attecking from
¥eat with three eighty two German Infantry Regiment
on Bouth., Trieste and twenty first Armored Divisions
reinforced by two Englneer Battaliooe and eighty elght
ME anti tank guna attacking north esast from point
elghty seven deash twenty nine. Trento and Paviay
Divisions helding front agaipst Alameln jox with Breisca
along track square eighty eight dash twenty eight.
German two eighty eight group now at E1 Mireir., Littorrio
nnd fifteenth Armored Divislon moved from area Quaret
El Abd mouth esst to Doir E1 Munamssib in square eighty
eight dash twenty six. Ninety light responsible for

. Bouthern flank from east west grid twenty seven. One

fifty five Infantry Regiment hss reached point Qmuret Et
Fimeimat., British armor resched point Qaret Et ipat
British armor moved northward yesterday to counteratteck
Gerwana in Alamein Box Arem. Movement of German armor
southeast and advance of elements of ninety light to
Qaret Et Himeimat forces British armor to Return
vicinity Deir E1 Agram in Central SEctor.

Maxwell
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From: Amssbassy London
To: ¥ilid VWashington DC

Ho 3004 July 15, 1042

In Egypt General aituation and order battle
reaains unchanged. F

On morning and afternocon thirteenth enemy made
three Infantry attacks supported by tanks on Tel E1
Eisa apnd El Alamein all of which were repulsed before -
reaching Brit minefields. In central sector local
tank engagements afternocn thirteenth but final dis-
positions both sides unchanged. In the mouth an enamy
motorized Infantry and tank colum attacked and mecured
® footing on Garet El Himeiman high ground at nightfall
although heavily engaged by Brit.

Night twelfth BAF heavily raided Tobruk by over
Bixty alreraft causing explosions on ooe enemy ship
in Harbor and damage to docks. During thirteenth
Main Brit Air effort in support own troops in northern
sector and record number fighter bomber Borties
made sgainst enemy landing grounds and Mt., Also
offensive fighter patrols all day. Five enemy aircraft
deatroyed, two probably and thres damaged. No Brit Loss.

HeClure.
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From: Cairo Egypt
To: ABYAR

No. Ameme 250, July 14, 1942,

Thirteen July in afterncon German twenty
first Panzer launched attack upon Alamein
Box. Attack preceeded by intenmse bombing and
artillery preparation, Axis failed to pemetrate
South African defenses and three subsequent
attempts later in evening also failed. Twenty
first Panzer broke off engagement at three AN
after losing six tanks and suffering heavy
infantry casualties. Position and role of fifteenth
I'snzer Division is umcertain but balieved to be
8till behind anti tank gun screen. German reported
to have ninety tanks, Italian over one hundred.
Estimates by Eighth Army Intelligence. Indications
are that British have launched counter attack this
afternoon. Extent and scope unknown,

Naxwall
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1942

Twelve July French Fleet in Alexandria consisted of
cne battleship, four heavy cruisers, three destroyers, one
submarine. British fleet consisted of three destroyers four

motor torpedo boats.

There were very few cargo vessels

in the Harbor. The British Fleet reported to be operating

out of Haiffa,
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. ANMSWE 245, July 14, 1842

Axis order of battle afternocon twelve July:
|Trento eighty seven dash twenty nine ,tBavia sighty
seven dash twenty eight dAriete South West areca of
eighty eight dash eight ieate Northweat
area of eighty eight h twenty sevengLittorio
eighty six dash twenty me Breaica eighty seven
dash twenty -tght,‘?nlnptltth light eighty seven dash
twenty six Stwenty first u—.u.i eighty seven dash
twenty seven dfifteenth armored south of east weat
Grid twenty slx and oast of porth south Grid eighty
eightpthree hundred eighty second Infantry Regiment
eighty seven dash thirty, British order of battle
afterncon twelve July: | Australian twenty sixth
Brigade eighty eight dash t-nt_! #n,’uhlrd South
African Brigade in Alamein box, ond and First South
African Brigade eighty nine dash twenty elght, Fifth
Indian Brigade at Triangulation Polnt ninety seven,
[ LFifth Few Zealand Brigade eighty nine dash twenty seven,
‘;{:u‘th New Zealand Brigade eighty eight dash twenty six,
vanth Motor Brigade on southern flank and 'First
Armored Divieion eighty nine dash twenty meven. Evenling
twalve July Axis attack twenty sixth Australian Brigade
six hundred Oerman and five hundred Australian casualties
reported, British reported thirteen July sixty eight
German tanks seventy Italian. Afterpoon thirteenm July
German air force bombed El Alamein Box at will, Captured
German Intelligence document concerning fighting qualities
of troops rated British troops in following order: New
Zealand, Free French, Guards, British line, Australians,

*
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No. AMSWE 245, July 14, 1943

Sputh Africans, mand Indians. PBased om personal observation
I concur in this order of effectiveness, Thirteen June
British had two hundred tanks including fifty two
Amorican mediom and two squadrons American I{;ht tanks.
dustralian and South African were deficient ip mnti tank
guos most assigned them were two pounders. The bulk of
g2od anti tank guns mostly six pounders were in the area
eighty eight dash twenty six facing south east behind
Hew Zealand Brigades. Fift dian DMvision held a box
weat of point nipety three, e im little indication
[British intend to launch major coordinated attack, HRather
they appear to be specialising in local minor Infantry
engagements, Only obvions reason for resorting to minor
engagements is British fear 1nll n:l th-l'r r_ ing tanks
by elghty eight MM n_ G ] 4 G B8O
meADSs tn ellenc

agh Ro i numeric 11y
e British tlu delay is dangercus. German

will mlt:uu on each British mistake, reduce h-itilh

strength until a major attack is justifi F

uichanged report by Fellers whose low option of Bri illl

leadership ii ﬁ concurred in by Maxwell who believes

thet Auchin ate contact with the

Lbn*:th is taking full advantage of his meagre opportunities

for offensive action.
Haxwell
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/ ,/, eight opesrational tanks all types in battle area,
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From: Asembassy London
To: Nilid

No. 2004, July l4th, 1942,

Bince last report little change general situation
Egypt except regrouping forcem both aidea.

On twelfth in north enemy attacked British Troops
holding high ground at Tel E1 Eira. Germ motorized
infantry supported by tanks and artillery gained tem-
porary footing but later drivem back to preavious
positionn, BSame day in central sector Brit made amall
advance and occupled ground west of Deir E1l Hima.
Furthar south British aleoc active ngailpet enemy but no
ground gained.

RAF sunk enemy ship in Matruh Earbor eleventh and
that night enemy MT was bombed, three thousand ton
enemy merchant ship was sunk end a echooper and barge
hit between Sidi Barran! and Matruh.

MIS ﬂnﬁralt British now have two bundred seventy

NeClure
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From: Lonodon
To: MILID

No. 2984, July 13, 1942

¥inor engagnments with enemy armor along central
Egyptian' Bector eleventh and Axis dive bombed
British forward area. Bepufighters intercepted
twantyfive JU fiftytwo loanded trcop carriers destroying
three, probably destroying three additional, demaging
ten., Alrtorne Axie troops fired on Beaufighters with
automatic wenpons. EBritish captured total two thounsand
seventy nine moatly Itanlimns tenth eleventh.

HeClure

Criginal is CM-IN-4468 (7/13/42) G-2 Operations report
op Middle East Theatre
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{f'\_ No. AMSME 222, July 13th, 1943

rﬁf/

}\ hundred. OGersan troops are being flown into Egypt

Axis Forces are depleted. on

.
Continuous RAF bombing

Atance
Rion appears doubtful.

Naxwell to Marshall but Romsal is resourceful, {
\ capable of gquick recovery. Axis cannot -.um to -

C pumber of tanks are koown to have been unloaded at

ably has been effective; prisoners are tired P LU_-“
}

“ 3 allow the British to drive them back. A small 7
W

% Bangharl recently. Given time to recover disabled
™ tanks German can increase his tank strength by one

from Crete.
but materiml

now at Gepeifa on Canal tas two Br of Infantry

1¥" .4 Tapks. Division also has thirty Infantry tank con-

K

B

_I'H

A verted into carriers for [he twenty five pounder.

(i # ’ For two reasons the Eight: Armored Division may prove
Y m disappointment: In desart Warfare Infantry Tanks

have proven next to useleus. They are unreliable
mechanically, are undergurned, their tactlical mobility
_ |+ is unsatisfactory. GSince January nineteen forty one
= when Oconnor captured Tobruck there have been no
Infantry Tank successes in |bhe Western Desert. Easily

""" xnocked out by German Anti Tank Guns, the Infantry
i tank is regarded by soldier: as a death trap. If the

Eighth Armored im no better trained than was the First
Armored Division which arrived from England the late

f .,r fall of forty ons thorough iraining will be necessary
before it will be fit for combat. The oaly other
British Troop reinforcement: known to be enroute is

.;w-.
,'f! one British Infantry Division. BSinee the British al-
reaady have ample Infantry at EL Alamein and mince the
M Infantry Tank im of less value than the American and

iz
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Page 2 From Cairo to AGWAR No AMEME 233

im not favorable as it appsars. The only hope for

material improvement in British strength lies in

air reinforcesents, tank and melf propelled mounts

from the United States. Of these reinforcements

only the mir can be mades avallable quickly. British

Admit their Ground Forces weres not heavily engaged at

| El Alamein first dash second July when Rommels pursuit

| |
|

V British Medium Tanks, the British position setuslly

ended. It appears thersfore that Rommel was never
stopped in battle by British resistance rather he halted
for supplies, rest, reinforcesents. ts since
wscond July have been of minor character which each
of the opposing forces maneuvered for favorable
positions., The fimal battle which is certain to be
decimive will begin the moment either of the opposing
forces is ready. In weapons armor, sguipsent, persomnel
British have numerical superiority. They have three
will soon have four fresh divisions. They should be
ready to attack long before the Axis is ready. Time
after time however effective use of the eighty eight
millimeter anti tank gun has demied the British the
ipitiative. In view of past performance British
Junior Officers exismts grave doubt in the ability of
their commanders to launch a coordimated attack at

this time which would decisively defeat Rommel, Their
best hope is to hold, wear Rommel down drive him back -~
ioto Libya. Foregoing is unedited report by Fellers
which is consistent with his long series of such re- ]
ports but Maxwell culls attention to fact that effective
support given by RA) has enabled British to regain and
keep the initiative for past five days and from Maxwel ls
knowledge of planes he is confident that Auchinleck is
aaking full use of his available resmcurces which are
as yot not sufficiently superior to permit more than
limited attacks. Oreater alr reinforcemsnts than
those known to be projected will be required to justify
hope for decisive action against Rommels Force.

[ Maxwall
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From: Cairo ; FEB 20
'I"ntrll'l'l-rl'l.lhnllc B i
Fo. AMSME 233 July 13, 1842

Rommel has concentrated all Axis armor in area

sbout polnt eighty seven dash twenty eight where it im

d TV0, 4im position to attack twenty sixth Austrslisn lrl:nl-
3:;; p Vicinity railroad station square aelghty seven das
tmt{ nine. Axis Infantry holds front lines with
S ninetieth light on mouthern flank digging in and

%\, “2V' laying mines. Axis northern sector along Mediterrean
strengthened by newly errived thres elghty second

German Infantry, two eighty eighth group, Kiel group,

and Mangy group. Italian Sabretha and Trento Divisions
continue to oppose Alamein lm'gﬁ%wh
long front lines has been rell ¥ odian

Division. Armor moved to rear in sguare forty three
dash eighty eight, This movement of British Armor

:I rear may place it ip position from which it
eannot counterattack OGerman armor in sufficient time
to prevent successful ixis attack on Australisp -
Brigade, Sinece British have numerical supertority
of troops tanks and aireraft a coordinated attack
along entire front to forestall German success is
indicated foregoing prepared by Fellers and concurred
\ in by Maxwell except he doea not believe Auchinleck
" mhould or will attack "alomg entire front",
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From: Amembassy London
To: MILID
Fo. 2084, July 13, 1942,

Minor engagements with enemy (*) along central
Egyptian sector eleventh and Axis dive bombed British
forward area. Beamufighters intercepted twenty five
JU fifty two loaded troop carriers destroying three,
probably destroying three additional, damaging ten.
Airborne Axis troops fired on Besufighters with auto-
matic weapons, British eaptured total two thousand
seventy nine mostly Italians tenth eleventh.
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EEIORITY
From: Calro
To: - Agwar

Fo, Amsse 210, July 12, 1943

German disposition twelve bundred hours eleven
July: Units of .l.l.utx_nft %’-ﬂm
unit eight seven two two Iive three, L)
1ight Infantry Begiment eight seven three two six ome;

] AA Battalion eight seven naught two

six six, orce eight eight has moved to Western
Sector opposite E1 Alamein box. Units of tyapty first
Panger Division Headquarters eight six sevenm two seven

naught; one naught %%‘Tl-nt eight
six seven two seven 3 Engineers
Battalion elght six seven two soven , Tifth

t t eight eight two two seven tyo; other
units at eight seven five two seven threg. Fifth
W“ less tanks at eight eight threes two
el naught, tanks at el eight two two eight =ix;
eight seven six fwo el three. Three
h opd German Infantry Regiment
arrived e by air now stationed mlong Coastal
front. Identified by prisoners captured. Italian
dispositions: Li ion aream elight eight thres
two eight naught.. eight five five two
sight two. seven five two nine three.

T

fon ten im

iean light tanks eigh -u;lrt

i i i
nnnw. o !;qu Divieion two
aix g nd L)
seven two, twenty Second Armored iﬂg O (]
' h ht, Fifth Indian Brigade four three

@ight nipe cne, Second Bouth African Brigmde
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar
|
Fo. Amsme 310, July 12, 18942
eight ! 0 South
Thi T c 1+ 'il".'.. . tmt,r
!mt% .-.5 Twentieth Austrial rigadea from
Tour three two t one to four four nine nine
naught two, twen ralian Brigade at eight

L]
wi
to Alexandrim ares. Tank strength of British two
bundred twent omnl i ican

Armo Brigade issu reliable
tanks capable of cruising range of eighty miles. Am
additionsl meventy five British cruilsers are held in
Teserve at tank delivery iment. Morning éleven
Jily-s Australians made advance capturing
twvo hondred to six bundred prisoners from Trieste
Divimion. Forty Fourth Tank Regiment in support of
/ustralisans failed to ssmist us tanks stuck in
snlt Flats. Third Bouth Africanm Erigade laanchesd
attack at fifteen hours to take high ground in Sguare
eight eight two eight but attack failed to gnin objective.
Gocond armored Brigade was ordered to attack tanks of

twenty first Panser but attack failed to materialize
m;lr dae to shifting Littorlo from Bouthern

flank to center of line. African Officer r ]
that F Bouth Afri ow [
ooe Brigade. Yery weary,

Aeven six t wight, Forty Fourth Tank Regiment

at & ‘_m nine seven. Tenth Indian

Diviam thdrawn Cairo area, Fiftieth Division
1
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From: Cairo
To: AgWar

No.  AMSME 201 July 12 1942

Fatrol report yesterday from Alamein box composed
of Australian and Bouth Africans. S8izeable mixed force moved
et in square eighty seven dash twenty nine to point twenty
two then northwest to point marked astation, Eleven hundred and
fifty prisoners captured from Trento mnd Sabarato ninety from
German units. Fifteenth armored then moved north counter
nttacked was driven back. British claim eight German thirtesen
Italian tanks disabled, On southern flank German twenty
first armored Italimn Littorio division and elements of ninety
light drove due east. Attnck reached geperal line east of north
south grid eight eight,
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From: London
To: Milid Washingtom ©DC

No. 2079 July 12, 1942
Following British mecuring objective

bigh ground at Tel E1 Eisa on tenth and
partially successful Axis counterattack,

nic 3 noounterad T

[ ipg fif and
BOn . summary to six houras 1fth

is incresded pressure British southern

Lmtnr hoe foreced British withdrawal six miles.
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From: Amembassy Londou
Te: ¥ilid Washington DC |

Ho, 2874 July 11, 1843

All reports received from Egypt tc noom dite
show Roenewal activity by Gommel., Whether this
praliminerey to further offensive easiward or is
diversion to involve Brit land and sir forces while

urme other purpose carrisd out oot yet tlw 4 {?\Mk

On ninth ecaemy attacked Deir El QIttlrl localily
with Stuke dive bombers followed by occupation with
forea about twentyfive tasks svd twe hoondred Et of
troops vhile other Nt were vaported west of Delr El
Qaitarn Eoring afternooa Orit ettecked the Deir
El Q@attura foree and drove them sbort Jimtance north-
ward. Four epemy touks #u'trn:rn.'.

—— e =

not istend hold d. Eame Iﬁrlil[ thirty
grty tun-y tanks moved iato ares west of Deir

El Hima, flidenat says sncmyn intentfor in wakiog
thia move not repeat not yet clear.

tor op t-uth Brltlnuquhndln :ttut in nurthm

rrporEl ahew tl:iu Brit tttlek_ I PTM@E )
"T. 4 connolidation 1o progroms, RIOKY EppA=ently sur-

ter lrunched colib
n eXx W hicsh

wis ¥IT by Brit armoroed forcse but no fortbher detmlla,
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Filed D143 , 1642
efg 10312
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Washingtonm DC

No. AMSME 180 July 10, 1942

Twenty seven May Rommel attecked with Tolruck
#s his objective. When Tobruck fell, ke hnd inflicted
such devastoting lorses en the eighth A thut en
lemecdiate follew up wee indieated, ¥arxwell to
Marshall, Throughout entire operation, so far asm
the Fritish are concerned, Rommel proved he in the
magter of the desert. 8Since the finol battle of El
Alpmein will be desert warfare it is legical to
assune Rommel is agein capable of successful offen-—
sive metion. After Alemein there may be one more
desert bettle, possibly a battle of the Fyranide,
Following these battles will be the battle for the
Deltu. In this type warfare tanks play s lessor
role than Infantry, artillery, engineers, aod Air,
For & decision both sides will require reinforce-
mentr. PBritish air reinforcemonts are enroute from U8
and Frogland. One infaniry and ons armcred division
are enroute from England. Allied needr are graat.
The eighth and ninth Armdes, one cf the three div-
ieioue of the tenth Army are now cemmitted. .o the
Aegerne nnd Greece ere st leas: one German and four-
toun Iteliap divimlons. The Britieh have insufficiest
Havel and army forces to prevent tkere troops from
reiching eastern Hediterranean sheres. Gar Lhest
bhope of etopping anm Axie over sens expeodition is by
RAY end US Air Forces. Ceographieslly AXNis f0 in a
far pore favorable position to reinforce than sare
the Allieas. Italy can afford to be levish in
ellocsting reinforcemonts. Italy until now was
defented. Romwel successes have transfused Italy.
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From: Cairo To: AGWAR Washipgton DC
Ho. AMENE 180 July 10, 1842

Souddenly she finds herself almost saved. To win in
t she can afford to risk all. The whole future
Itely is at stake; there is hope; the people are
bursting with pride, Italy will bend every sffort
to exploit her present advant « German going
aguinst the Eed Army has been and costly. BShe
has had no decisive victory since Crete. Germany
cannot afford to mllow Hommels present brilliant
successes to die unexploited. Only relatively samall
forces are needed to exploit her present advantage,
Our allied plans must be based on amsumption Germany
wil} make necessary sacrifices to reinforce Rommel.
Wer: Germany to take the Middle East, imterrupt the

Basre dash ian Sea ply line, so great would
be the victory she would ;In-tuitd in spending
auother winter in Russia. The effect of another winter
at War on Buseis is likely to he tragic, The slavic
temperment will pot stand as much sustained pressure

as vill that of the Teutonic. If in ninetesn forty
three the Red Army quits, ® clean cut Allied victory
will take yesrs, and is next to impossible. The

faty of the Hiddle Esst marks the turning point of the
war. Once lost Middle East can scarcely be regained.
Fiticut Middle East we must fight sgainset odds for

a f:othold on which to create a new front. Drastic
rem:dial measures must be taken: American and

Brilish flow of suitable aircraft must be heavy,
cor:inuous, immediate. Allied Forces in Middle East,
thn equivalent of six divisions must be armed and
egiipped. One American armored corp dispatched to

lend in Basra if other ports are not available urgent-
ly recommended. l'nrl:o.ln; prepared by Fellers and not
ctanged in any respect by Maxwell who agrees that Middle
Eist is very seriously short of combat troops and
recommends dispatch of maximum heavy bombardment
fviation asaistance without delay and movement of
nrmored corp to South Afries in ltrttrql.n reserve.
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¥rom: Cairo
o AGWAR

fo. AMBME 185, July 10, 1942

Fine July German launched attack in squere eighty

#ix dash twenty six. Maxwell to Marmhall strong Stuka
atteck on Deir El Qattara followsad by tanks of Littoric
forced Indians to fall back. Infantry of Twenty First
Armored Division nssipted Ninmety Light Divisien in frootal
attacks from Gebet Ehirag No Quarst E1 Abd. German line
vow extends from El Diraziye on Mediterreanesn along North
fdouth Grid eighty eight to East West Grid twenty seven

then South East to Nagb Abu Dweis. Sabarta end Trento
ifivimions are along Alamein Box braced by enemy group.
Fifteonik nod Twenty First Armored protected by anti t

o pereen in area centered at eighty eight dash twenty
eight. Om Southern flank of armecr im infantry of Twenty
Firet Armored and Ninety Light Division. Littorle on
ertreme Southorn flank with Germar Reconnaissance Units.
British bheve First South African Civimion in Alamein box.
ifty Division on Ridge Gebet Be!no Gabir | io square forty
forty three dash tweaty eight. First Armored Division on
high ground in square forty three dash twenty seven. New
Zealind Division in area elghty eight dash twenty mix with
#ifth Ipdian %o South Weamt. Elements of the Seventh Armored
Tivision with 2 Seventh Eotor Brigade on extreme Southern
Grit .| Since opposing forces nrrived on Alamein
ne some ten days ago ench has endeavored to improve his
yosition, rest, and reinforce. Fresent positions of oppos-
ing forces is similar te the situatiom in the Cauldron mrea
during period one to tem June. Then British allowed their
lanks to be lured into German Eighty Eight kM anti tank gun
fire, lost them by the hundreds. This resulted In the gquick
retraat inte Tgyot. Todsy Toont appears atibillzed each
side again awaits the opporiunity to capitalize on a mistake
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMBME 185, July 10, 1942 Page 2,

of the other, Eritish tank reinforcements are coming but
suchinleck will neesd some three weeks before he is ready
to attack. Because of hie superior anti tank gum which
Aritish bave not yet learned to silence initiative is with

German. Axis is moving its repaired tanks forward, Ao
attack be in ten days. Foregoing prepared
era con n by except eatimate of

¥
time for Auchinleck to get ready to attack am there are too
many variables to parmit sound estimate today.
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From: Amen Esbassy London B0 11602 Sec 3E) and 5T or (B)
To: Hilid Q8D lotier, May 3, 1072

Wo. 2967, July 10, 1942, I e e e e L

[ Hight seventh British motorized colum wita
field gune raided and shelled Fuks Egypt landi
ground and forty aireraft op ground ghot up. Colum
returned safely.

Ground mnctivity dey elghth confined armored car
patrols both sides.

¥aile no repeat no official reports yet received
| sovering day ninth unofficial reports smhow that no
repeat no major fighting occurred mnd both sides
apent day consolidating snd manesuvering for position.

light seventh Tobruk Harbor med shipping boabed
also enomy mt in Battle Area, In this operation Firset
Boston lost in Hideast was destroyed.

On eighth RAF raided Dabe landing ground stsrting
fires among ten ME one =ero nines belag refueled and
destroyed five probably desiroyed three snd damaged two
vut of ten enemy fighters in air over Dobn Fleld withomt

British loes.
Ko reperl no changes order battle either side.

British hld_%_g%tm in
Battle Area on seventh an n en route.
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Flled 1315/10th July 10, 1942
VEV 1417 Z

From: Eisboa
To: Milid Washn DC

Fo. 427, July 10, 1942

] RBommel i aweiting supplies snd munitions
befcre resuming offensive Russia cannot hold
out unless second front is soon opened Crech
source bDelieved Japan is preprring to attack
Fareastern BEed Army.

B i
Shipp
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FULTON #92115 NCR 48 (PAGE 1 OF 2)
UNLEEE OTHERWIEL INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANIWITTED WiTH DIFEREED PRICIDENCE
ORGIHATOR FILL IW DATE AKD TIME _ DATE o1l __GeT

TEXT

RELIABLE INFORMATION ACTION BATTLE EGYPT DIFFICULT OBTAIN.
OPINICN INFORMED ARMY NAVY OFFICERS CONFUSIBG. COMMANDER
IN CHIEF MED AND STAFF HAVE EVACUATED ALEXANDRIA NOW LOCATED
IBMAIL1A PRACTICALLY ENTIRE STAFF ALL BRISISH HA?AL OFF ICES
EVACUATED ALEXANDRIA MOVED PORT _SAID, IBHAIL?A BHEZ. ALL
FEMALE SERVIDES PRESERTLY EMBARKED SHIPS BI.IEZ PEHI)I!G
IMMEDIATE OQUTCOME. SUEZ BAY CONGESTED 8HIP3, LARGE
CONTYNGENTS BRITISH TROOPS WMOTORIZED EQUIPMENT LANDED
ENROUTE FRONT NO UNUSUAL INFLUX TANKS NOTED. EYE ESTIH&TE
APPRORIMATELY 4 DIVISION TROOPE LANDED BSUEZ PAST WEEK.
COMMANDER IN CHIEF MED !NFORMED ME BRITISH POSITION FIRM
AND ALEXAWDRIA WOULD HOT FALL. BRITIEH NAVAL UNITS NOW
BASE MAIFA. AM RELIABLY INFORMED ONLY 2 CRUISERS 8
nESTRE?EEEIhPPHGXIHATELY 2¢ SUBMARINES KOW MED, BUEZ BAY
EELITER
EQ. 11652, Bec. ME) snd D) e ()
OB letter, by & 1972

o5 s ERBR :
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CRIGIMATOR FILL 1N DATE AMD TIME DATE TIME
e =

TEXT

s |

SUEZ END CANAL MIMED BY ENEMY AIRCRAFT EXCEPT PABT 2 NIGHTS.
CANAL TEMPORARILY CLOSED REOPENED TODAY STILL DANGEROUS TRAFFIC.
2 HUNT CLA88 DESTROYERS ENTERED TODAY RETURNING MED.

BRITISH DEFINITELY REALIZE SERIOUSNESS SITUATION NOW AND

CLAIM FIGHTING HARD.

il
EO. 11052, Sec. 3E) and 5DY wr (B

OHD Jotter, May 3, 1872
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From: Ceiro
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMSME 16, July 8, 1842,

Eight July &mm_mmuﬁzgm
German has moved t Reconnaiessnce roios to

Southern Flank where Eeil group and Littorio
Divieicn remain ip an attack position. There im
evidence to indicate ard mov i

tl.nk.l poesibly tru- 'I'nln'u ght eight dash
1:l.‘ld: two hundred round

u forty ltstionlrr plun Fuka Lending Ground,
detaile of damnge unknown. Britieh loat three
guns, Four men. PForegoing prepared by Fellers and
ll.null CONnCUrs .
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ho. AMBNME 17, July 9, 1843.

Rommal llﬂ.n: mipes to cover his right flank in
sguare for Marshall eighty six dash twenty six. His
. tank strength estimated sixty five locreases ten per
~day., Italian tank strength ie Detwoen nipety and hun-
dred M thirteen and thirty light six ton tanka. Twon-
ty one armored has withdrewn from front line pnclitinn.
. Onless aight a attecks it appears Rommel
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red 070 INCOMING MESSAGE ‘.:ﬁzm, 1042

From: Cairo
To AGWAR
Fo. AMEME 181, July 9, 1042,

Your AMSNE twenty Gooler and I di:cusssd Tobruch
topathor number of times. 1 held it w.ould be untenable
if Gorman took El Adem. For Eroner from Fellerr. Gooler
wan skeptical this sttitude had great Tsith im south
Africans ability to hold. Uenior sout: African officers
Tobruch garrison have been {lown to Berlin. Colonel
Gooler may have been in Berlln group. Junior officers
wers moved by motor to Bopghasi and Deona for shipment
by submarins or bost to Italy. For five daym ceptured
snlisted men were moved to Denghasi by truck for trans-
portation to Italy. Shall sdvime if sdditional data
becowss avallable.

Maxwell.

LHEME 20 is CM-OUT-1685 (7/7/42) G-2 Requestiing Fellors
o report sstimate of strength and order of battle.
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From: American Embassy London
To: Hilid Washington DC

No. 2957 July 9, 1942
—

In Egypt late on seventh small force anemy
tanks moved against British left flank and British
advanced battle groupe that area withdrawn but
British main line running approximately south
scuthwest from El Alamein inclusive to oorthern
edge Quattnra depression remains intmct. Only other
ground activity during seventh was heavy artillery
fire both sides while British Air continued operate
mrximum intensity against enemy armored units and
Ht,

During night seveath British partol raided
Central ssctor enemy poaition killing fourteen
Germs cortain and probably forty others, destroyed
four fifty MM guns, one tweatyfive pounder , four
{ gun trucks and two troop carriera snd took nine
Germ prisoners,

| Genersl information mideset just recerived follows:
Both Wope and Goerms very short persopnel, Cermsns
nor receiviog raplacements by zir rate shout five
hubdred daily while Wops recelviag unknowo number
by both air and sea, Information considersd re-

| liable that Rommel has asked for another Germ
armored division aod more Germ infantry and mny get
armored division but mny additions] infantry must
come from Italy. Eritish bhave revised their estimate

| Azis tanks and now may Germs had one hundraod fifty
and Wops two hundred on July first and estimste
Axis tank losses since at miniwum of fifty. All
Axis tepks except thirty of nioe tons sre sither
eighteen or twentytwo tomners. Iaformation also re-

[ECALT
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Pege 2
From; London
To: Hilid

Ko, 2857 July 9, 1842

ceived that shipment one hundred tanks expeciod
reach Rommol this month and one Axis eanvoy of

three ships recently arrived Banghagi probably

had about forty theme tanks as first installmont.
This convoy also carried estimsted mix thoumand

Wop replacements. Almo indications early heavy ahip-
ping movemants from Italy to Libys. Ope comvoy
tventyfive mhips reported now ready leave Bunn Eay,

On June first Hommel koown thea have fortyeix
days requirements ammunition mnd petrol and

belived shipping arrived Libye since suffieisunt to
arintain same reserve.

Present WO estimate situstion im that if
either eide makes mistake and other nide slezem it
whole situntion will then changa, Also that Rommel
munt very noon eitbar try break thru or retire
and avait reinforcement.

MeClure,
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ko. AMEME 156, July 8, 1842

Fart two pote: Eiel group is not repoat not two
eighty eight group as stated in part one. Kiel group
consists of al] srms including twenty five tanks directly
under Rommel.

From Maxwell to Marshall eighth July Littorio
Division moved into square eight four two six with Kiel

group in support.

British disposition wighth July, First South African
im E1 Alamein Eox, Firat nrmored Division general area
eight nine naught two seven nsught, Fifth Indian nbout
point eight five two six, New Zealanders in sreas about
point eight wix two six, with Fiftieth Division southeast
of E1 Alamein Eox, Seventh ¥-tor Bde behind ¥ew Zealand
Divieion, Twenty Fourth Australian Bde st E1 Imayid and
reat of divisicn at Amariva, Tenth Indiam near Cailro
refitting.

Estimated strength, "enth Indian eight thousand
South Africans twelve thousand, Fifth Indiar mix thousand
Hew Zealand fourteen thousand, Fiftieth Division mix
thousand Firet Armored including seventh Motor Bda twelwve
thousand sand one sixty tanks, eighty of which sre American
mediums Ninth Australisn nixteen thousand. Sritish heve
fourteen regimente of artillery, more anti tank, antiair-
craft, aircraft than does Axie.

Fairly imsctive Axis air possibly indicated preparation
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Ko, AMBME 156, July 8, 1842 FAGE 2.

5[’1‘ blitz. RAF has put forth maximum effort for soms
ays. .

Axis dispositions are favorable for close envelopment
of British left npow held by Fifth Indian and New Zealand
Divisiona. It would be difficult for Britiah First
Armored Division to interfere with this operation.
Foregoing prepared by Fellers and noted by Maxwall who
concurs in Fellers cbaservations.

HWAXWELL

FOOTNOTE: Original is CM-IN-306T (7/9/42) OPD
Operations and M. I. report from Egypt.
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it s INCOMING MESSAGE 4!

From: Ceirc
To: fhigwar  Washingtoon

Fo. ANGEE 156 July B, 1542

Part two pote: EKiel group ie not repeat not
two eighty eight group as ctated in part ooe. Hiel
conmintd of all arms incloding twenty five tanks

ETOYP
directly under Rommel.

From Maxvell to Marsbail eighth July ldttorio
Division moved into square eight foor two six with Hisl

group ia support.

British dispositicon eighth July, first South
African im Bl Alpmein box, firet armored division
general nrean aight nine nsught two peven naught,
*ifth Indian (*) divialop mix thousind first armored
including eoventh motor BDE Lwelve thoussnd pod one
sixty tanks, =ighty of walck are Americen mediums
nipth Australisn sixteen thoussnd. British have fourteen
regisents of artillery, more fpti tonk, snti sircrafi,
aircraft than docs Axis,

Feirly ipactive Axls sir pomsibly indicataes
preparation for Blit=z. AAF hes put forth maximum effcrt

for some dayve,

OSD latter, May 3, 1872

B JSH, wass o FEB 20 19/3

Azis dispositions are favorable for clome covelopment
of British left now held by fifth Indien acd Few Zesland
divisions. It womld be difficolt for British firet
argored divieion to ipterfere with thie operstion.
Ffaregolng prepared by Fellers and noted by Merwell who
cgpeurs in Fellers observalions.

Ezicrm
EQ. 11862, Bee, HE) snd BT ar (E)

Naxvell

(*) Pazt mirs:ng being merviced will be forwarded upon
roceint.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Washington DC

No. AMSME 152 July 8, 1842

Based on British plans which genarally include
withdrawal on the Levant with bulk of forces, there . fins
appears to be one line of action open to DBAAFME - | } oata
in event Cairo and Delta area become untemable. fis T 00
For Marshall from Brereton. This assumes the eighth fack
Army as now reinforced is not defeated but morely
forced to withdraw, Necessarily I must remain with
Auchinleck and continue my assigned mission falling
back on bases in Palestine Syria Iran, Cite ny
ANSME for Marshall July four, -

Assume eighth Army destroyed either im Delta
or Levant area several lines of mciion remsin to me.
To attempt contimue Air Force operations against
victorious RBommel would result in futile campaign
of enormous attrition with no objective., To conserve
my force must retire on line where my air force
expected to be most useful. Consideration must
bs given to withdrawal of USAAFME on Basra for support |
of Basra area or southward to maintain integrity of
trans African Ferry route. Defeat of eighth Army
now reinforced with sll best equipped unita of '
ninth and tenth Armies probably result in strong |
pro Axis uprisings Syria Iran Egypt., Ino withdrawal
oo Basra must keep this in mind as similar futile |
attrition situation on smaller seale would pro-
bably occur im Syria Iran Basra ACCRA with attendant ;
supply and communication difficulties. Withdrawal
southward to support and maintain intergity of
southern trans African Ferry route offers considerable
warit s only enemy effort of any magnitude ngainat
sams should be enemy air attack, Uprisings in
Africa should only be im northern Egypt and only
other opposition im possibly ¥ichy French ground
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From: Cairo
Ta: AGWAR Washington DC

Fo. AMBME 182 July 8, 1042

action, If Vichy French ground and enemy air
action succevd im interrupting Ferry route with-
drawal on Basra or India vis southern coast Arabias
is seen. This assumes Madsgascar and East Africa
otill British controlled.

In all plans comsideration is given to possibil-
ity of force rithdrawal of undefeated Eighth Army
to south im which case tactical situation would
neceasitate sliifting plans forcing withdrawal
southward, Tlerefore as long as eighth Army not
destroyed I rocommend United States Army Air Forces
Middle East continue mt,nu mimsion "To
Auchinleck” ra less direction of withdrawal
or evacuation Cairo. 1In event eighth Army destroyed

trans dash African Ferry route. This httmr,r-
commsndation based on fact that my Air Force from
blr:-i.n Entﬂl ludi:wth:':. Africa can operate :o
maintain s integrity or required for suppor
Bamra area can proceed wia south Arabian coast to
Bharjah Basra for support that area or if forced to
withdraw for other reasons this air force can fall
back ou India. Thim in reply your ANBME fifteen
Joly five Maxwoll supports these recommendations.
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From: Cairo
To'; Agwar

Fo. ANSKE 127 July 8, 1942

British and BAF have no repest no
anitl aireraft artillery large or small
available for ection of bases. HNo
revetments built which will take B twenty
four airplanes except one field im Canal
Area. Action taken to build revetments but
scarcity of labourers makes process slow,

For Arnold from Brereton. All bases and
operating airdromes in range enemy attack.
Only about ten minutes mirwarning
in Levant Area. Both understand here that
ection agreed to be furnished by British

t no weapons or trained units available.
All passive means possible being taken to protect
aireraft on ground but consist mostly of
dispersion and man made camouflage our bambers.
They very wvulnersble for air and paratroop etc
attack. Early arrival anti aircraft units
aven to diversion some those for India is
recommended inm LIEDU of Ability British to
furnish agreed protection. Maxwell concurs
and requests advice of prospects,

Maxwell
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From: American Embessy London
To: Hilid Washingion DC

Fo. 2954 July 8, 1842

canD
y B, 1942
12052

Eldopst roporte roceived London to nix AN
date show noomys foresn last night were disporsd
roughly in the form of capital letter L repeat L.
Short leg of the L faciog Brit and lenp leg ruvaning

anat ot vert., Along whort leg wore

Tifteesth end twentyfirst armored d:

dimnpozed Garm
vipions with

ilpetioth light division behind then. Alcng long

leg wero tvo WOP armorod and one mot

orized divie-

iona This long leg nhout thirtyfive miles lomg
and very keavily stiffeoed with antitank snd field
guna. Balrnce WOP infantry were considerebly
Jorthweat from Angle in the L. There wam nlmo

heavy movenent enewy WT from center
to porth srd porthvest

kis position

Arit Infantry mod srmored colume were active
fros south and dispersed several small encmy
colums but made no repcat no approcisble sdvance.
Twanty onemy gune wers sileaced during morning

asvanth about twelve wiles southwes’ of Alpmein,

Alac sone WOP tanks moving east toward Brit left

tlank were engaged and stopped,

Brit Adr destroyed onemy ship in Berphaz:
Barbor and econtinued attacks enemy lendlrg grounds

Zim artored foreces nnd Bt concentra:
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SIGNAL OOF ., UNITED STATES AkMY —
AMIAR 4 USO  AMEMBASSY LONDON 398  @/elal -

WILIDWASHN

S888 EIONT ON EIGHTH IN COMMONS PRIME MIMISTEH Wis ASKED
QUESTION WHETHER AIRCHAFT ALLOCATED MIDDLY HAST [OR CAMPATON
WOW BETHO FOUGHT THENE WERYE UNDEH DINHCT COMMAND AUCHINLECK
FOR OFSHATI N8 ETOP PRIME MINSTENS WEFLY POLLONE DOLON QUOTE
B0 STOPF ON OOTODER 5 VEN 194l BEFOHE THE WINTEH BATTLE IN LIFIA
I OAVE A RULING ON T IS SUBJECT A5 POLLONE COLON UPON THE
MILITARY C IN C (N THE MIDDLE RAST ANNOUNCING THAT A BATTLE
I8 IN PROSPECT THE AIN O:FICEW C IN C W=LL OIVE MIN ALL
POBSIELE AID IRAESPRCTIVE OF OTH R TARGETH HOWHVER ATTRACTI E
BTOP THE AMMY C IN C WILL GPRCIFY TD THE AIR @FFICER C IN C
THE TARTETS AND TASKE WHICH HE REQUINES TO AR PREFORMID BOTH
IN THE FHIPAHA OHT ATTACK ON NEQFMAND INSTALLATIONS OF THE
ENEMY AND FOR ALK «CTIUN DURING THE PROGHSSH OF THE BATTLE
STOP IT WILL BE POR THE AIK POSCE C IN CTO Ui HIS MAXIMNUM
FORCE FOH THS: OBJECTE IN THE MANN-H MOST HFIECTIVE STOP
THIE APPLIES WOT ON Y TO ANY BQUADRENS A SI0MUD TO ARMY
COOFERATION  HMANENTLY BUT ALSO TH THE WIOLE AIR FORCE
AVATLAHLE TN THE THEATER ARAGHAIH THIS DIR'CTION HAS DEEN
AGH:FABLE TO BOTH 5 EAVICES AND HAS BEEN IN POuCE OVER SINCE
STOP UNJUOTE PRIME WINISTER WA THENSKED COLUNW OULD IT

¥OT BE DESIRABLE FOR THESE TWO SENVECRS IVEN HEFOR. THE BATTLE
I+ WOINHD TO ACT IM CLOSER COUPLRATI N AND IN THAINING THAN
THEY ; HE DOING AT PRESENT STOP PRIME MINISTHR HEFLIED QUOTE
1 HAVE VERY CAREFULLY CONSTDE-ED THIS MATTIH AMD TAXEN A
Git.AT DEAL OF DIFFERENT OPP NIONS ON THG SUBJECT AND THE
HESULT AB I BELIEVE HAS SEEN STAISFACTORY UNMUOTE PAHAGHRARPH
WOLIEENY EDITOR NEAVEKBROOKS DATLY EXPRESE IN SPECIAL
ARTICLE TODAY HEF:HENCE ABOVE STATEMENT HY PRIME MINIST R
BAYE 1' PAHT QUOTE AUDED IMPORTANCE OF MR CIUNCHILLS DRCISION
I8 THAT THIS PROCEDURE WOULD SEEM LIKELY T0 NE ADOPTED IF A
SECOND FAONWERE CPENED IN W STERN EURPOR PARAGHAML A §ROOND
FRAON CAMPATON WITH AMERICAN AND BRITISH FPORUES WOULD NEED
ALBO & BTILL CLOSER COCKDINATION BHCAUSL TIDi UBA ALWEADY HAS
PﬂWWH”WWlmm_
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TO BE TO HAVE OWE COMMANDER OF AN EXPEDITIONAKY POMOE
CONTHOLLING ALL ATR ACTIVITIES IN SUPPONT OF THE GROUND
OFERATIONS PoRAGRAPH BECAUSE OF THE AMEHICAM HYBTEN IT MIGHT
BE THAT AN AMERICAN WOULD BE SELECTED POR TUR COMMAND UNQUOTE-
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THIS DOCUMENT 15 THE BEST

L] AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO
INSURE LEGIBILITY.

AMNAN B USO AMCN  SASSY LoNDON 862 7/mIsPu

MILID WASHN

EMT  TTH FOLLOWING AME PRRTINENT KXTRACTS FROM CAHLYE ANDRE
GLARNER EXCHANCE TELEORASH WA COMAES UNDENT MID KAYT UATED
FOURTH COLON QUOTE AT JUST ABOUT TIVE WHEN GEMMAN WIHELESS
WAS ANKOUNCING CAPTURE EL ALAME IN AMD WITMDRAWAL OF DRITISH
ABMY TOWARDS DELTA GEN GAL AUCHINLECK GAS GIVING IN VR.SON
FIRAL ORDE 5 AND WATCHING PROOKESS OUN THOOPS AN TUEY & THUCK
FINST BLOW FERIOD PARAGRAFH THRUST WAS MADE FROM OUTSIDE KL
ALAMEIN FROM B.ITISH CENTEE ABOUT FIFTEEN /ILES FROM EEEKEEEIEE COAST
PERIOD TANKS AND WOTORISED INFANTHY WITH ANTI TAMK GUNS AND
RAFL LY MOVING FIELD GUNS WENKE EM/LOYED THIS SURPRISE BLOW
PERICD PARAGHAFH GERMAN PRESSURL TEWORDS OUR VAIN FOSTTIONS
WAS TEMPORARILY CHECKED PERIOD FUKRT ER TO BOUTI 0N (UR LEFT
ANOTHER COMUMN COMPOSED OF ANTI TANK OUMS MOBILE ARTTLLERY

A5

Pt
ey
el

TAMES ASD LONATED  ANTRY WHOSE MAIN DUTY WS TO ¥ ey
ENEMY INPILTAATION MET THRITY TANKS MANGEUVAING AMIAD PERICD
A SHARP ENCOUNTIN TOOK PLACK AND T EME WAS FOR A PDO5 JUAVEY
SHELLING BEFURS: OSMMANG WITHDRIN AT SPSED PRKIOD PANAGHALM
COOPERATT ¥ OF WAF AND ANMT MA MIVER MEEN NOKE |@WBCTIVE
FREAIOD FORMATION KFTER FORMATION OF BOUBERS MERCTLESSLY
HAMMERED GERMAN TANK COMCENTRATI WS SCATTERING AND CROPFLING
EEEMY VEMICLER D TAKING £ GE OFF WAL OF (Rt TROGPS
FERIOD PARAGRAF WIEN Rmmmmnmnmm

ATTACK COMMA A WAVE OF ENTUSIASM AND COMFIDONCE MAN
THROUGHOUT SEITIBH LINES PERIOD PARAGRASH AUCHINLECES BOLD
MoK ELECTRIFIED WHOLL ARMY AMD IT WA DONE AT RIGHT TD'E
PERIOD OUR COMMAND KNMN EXACTLY WUMEN R OMVELE ATTACK WA: TO O
LAUNCHED FERICD THEY SXPECTED IT AND KNSN 18 DISPOSITI NS
AND FLACE WHEMD ME WOULD STRINE PERTOD PARAGRAFL BOTI § OUTH

L \Lﬂllul TO BE MOARLY AWATTING ATTACK BUT WolE T REELVIS TO

ED.‘IMME.ENSIG 3.4
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AFRICANE AND N'M ZihudNDERS COMA WHO STIPED AND PUY .
FLIGHT FORTY TAMES LATE ON THUWALAY NIOHT HAD TERRIFIO
ARILLEWY BATTLIS WITH JERMANE FiR100 PAKAGRAPH Wil DMALANDIRS
WHO WEAL DUPORTING TIO SPLARH AL SUDUGENLY #ELL (Prw THE
FOMTT AXZS TAMIS MHO WKHK KOAMING THK DSSERT WATTINO TMEIR
CHANCE TO STRIT. COMMA ALLONED THEM TO APPROCCH AND THEN
OFENLD CEVABTATING ¥10k AT (LOSE RANGE MHICH WAS CLOANLY YOO
MUCH FOH KNEMY V40 WITHDGI® AFPER THRYING IN VAIN 0O OUTFLAND
OUN AJMURE D FORCES PIRIOD SHELLION WENT ON FOR A 50T TIME
BUT JLEMAN: MAD DEFINITELY STOFPAD PEKIOD PAMAGHAIH IONE THAN
EVER COMMA THIS 15 A WAK OF OUNS CUMMA DU TANES AN BO LONGSR
HEQAKDED AL CAVALIY O AS BATTREING I SUT PRIMARILY A
HOBILE OUNE WITH ARMOUR-D PHOT CTION FOR THE GUNHAE PRLIOD
PARAJAAPE TUEIR JOB 18 TO FIGMT AN O@5N BATTLE WHILY 1OSTLE
UNAKHGURED OUNS ARL MORK SUITAALS FOR LAFENCE WASPARE CoMML
WHER: THEY CAN DE DUO IN AND HIDOKN (AMIOD OR'AT LESSONE

HAVE ALREADY BUEN TAUGHT AND LeARNED IN T9I8 CAMPATON COMMA
ESFROLALLY RAY IN WHICK TANKS CAN U MANOUEVARST AND AS WAS
CASE ON JUNE THIKTLENTH COMUA CAN RETIHE ANU LUK: HNIMY INTO
B WOE ANTI TAMK OUMS PENIOU PARAGRAPH ANOTICR HETIOD IN
SKILFULLY T0 CONCHEAL ANTI TANK W APINS AMONG DENILIUT

V UICLYS AND TION MANOEUVHE 50 AS TU TUMPT TH: [W0MY WITUIN
RANGE OF THR: BMEIOD PAFACHAPH OLKMANS NOW USE 1IAVY TANKS
ALMOET FACLUSIVILY AS MOBIL: ANTILLENY GIVING CLOSK SUPPORT
TO A LIGETSR WODEL WEICH QOS5 IN AR A STRINING VUMD PENIOD
THEY ALSQ USL WHAT IS8 CALL [ 37040 ARTILLENY CONSINTING OF 4

uumwmmum:nmmmummaerﬂm *
SIB [OURNAL
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July 7, 1942
PARAPHRASE
Telegram No. 241 Dated: July 7, 2 pm
From: Beirut Rec'd: July 7, 3:02 pm

The renking British and French Naval Officers here
tell me that Beirut is to be the Allied submerine base
in the Mediterranean, In the near future 10 to 12
submarines and approximately 100 Naval Officers are
expected here and it is anticipated that the port will
be bombed. The destroyer base is to be at Haifa.

Buch battleships as were in the Eastern part of the
Mediterranean have transited the Canal. Concerning
cruisere I have nothing definite but have received
the impression that these likewise have left the area.
There are only insignificant British Naval Forces at
Alexandria but the French Fleet remains there. The
officers referred to appear to believe that Beirut and Haifa
could be of proper usefulness for only a short time and
that in the event of the fall of Alexandria, ships would
have to attempt to break for Gibraltar, unless Alexandrias
were recaptured within a short period.
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CORRECTED COPY

From: Cairo
To: Agwar Washn DC

Ro, Amsme 131 July 7, 1942
\ Y
ﬁ]\ Ve Axis tank etrength improving ss German workshops
_,,/MJ'“ complete repairs on one hundred tanks in Tobruk from

Maxwell to Marshall.

Axis radio intercept discloses one Panzrer Division
’ has strength of only fifteen hundred men .

5
ﬂw Sixth July in effort to force Germans tospread ocut
defense British Mobile columns moved west along east
weat COrid two eighty to eighty three morth south Grid.

JI'!- (i ,ﬂ.w":/' Frement dispositions: E1 Alamein Box held by First
W south Africans opposed on west By Sabratha on south
waat by Trento. German anti tank gun screen some five
nﬁ" miles long extends moutheamt through point eight eight
' '{a!" oaught two eight naught with German Panzer Divisions
S behind it. British Armor fa ces snti tank gum screen
J ¥ twenty four Australian BDE is im rear as army reserve,.
;J-Jﬁ/ Gorman ninety light is between north sputh Grids eight
sixty and eight seventy with main position on east west
Grid two eighty. British seventh motor brigade with ome
aquadron American light tanks moving up to oppose it.

Fifth Indian and New Zealand Divisions extend
from north south Grids eight thirty to eight sixty,
the units divided into small colusns scuth of two
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To:  Agwar Washn DC
Wo. Amsme 131 July 7, 1942

eighty Grid line. Opposing this line are Brelsca and
Pravin Divimions with the Littorioc on the western
fland, BSeven eighty eight MN gune are pear Arwa
eight four naught two eight naught.

British forces are axtended over forty two
mile front. Rommel has kept his ninety light and
arsor concentrated within twelve mile area on ridge
which is key to control of El Alamein Box, With aid
of antl tank gun mcreen German might move nimety
light southeast block British armored units while
Panzer Divisions attack either New Zealanders or
seventh motor brigade.

Foregoing im unedited report from Fellers on which
Maxwell comments thut he questions the outlined possible
use of Axis sromored units as such a criss cross
maneuver would be most difficult to sxecute but mgreea
that from available information British overextesnsion
is a possibility. ]

Mpxwall

FOOTNOTE: Original ie CM-IN-2614 (7/8/42) oOPD, M. I.
and operations report from Egypt.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No. AMSME 138 July 7, 1042

German troop strength estimeted nineteen
thousand includes Combat Troops of three divisions
| and corp but not service troopam. Italian troop
| strength estimated twenty eight thousand. German
| has forty tank Italian seventy to one hundred,
|||There are thirty four eight eight MM anti Tank
| guns. German has one hundred forty pieces of
artillery total of two hundred anti tank gune,
Italian has two five zero field plecea twn two

el g0 o ]‘\.-..C-..] il five anti tank guns. Axis suddenly consintrated
T hism forces between north south Grid eight six zero
oo il Yad and eight nine zero and north of twe eight zero

P P east wost Grid. Two eight eight group called
[30 lambs phoite  gogy group protects Axis right flank. Ninety
lndadds & o 8 light is moving southeast from Grid eight six
At 5 Yals paught. Bebind ninety light is Litterio with
Breisca and Pavia divisions in reserve. German
Armor is protected by Anti Tank Gun mcreen
Maxwells one three one your AMEME from Fellers.
British report Few Zealand Division moving
Rorth apparently west of elght six naught Grid
but meetin no opposition,

Maxwall
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 132, July 7, 1942

Middle East American Air Force units attacked
the shipping Harbor and dock facilities Banghazi and
Similar installations Tobruk during might July six
and seven. For Armold from Brereton direct hits wers
obtained on one enemy transport loaded with ammunition
which exploded and sunk, with one other believed severely
damaged and probably sunk. Many large fires and explo-
8ions were seem but due restricted visibility oceasioned
by smoke both places other results were unohserved,
Heavy antisireraft fire encountered and enemy night
fighters observed. All our airplanes from these opera-
tions returned safely to their bases.

Maxwell
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Axie tenk strength !mproving as German workshops
coeplete repairs on one bundred tsnka in Tobrulk from
Maxwell to Yorshall,

Axis redio Intercept discloses one Panzer divimion
has strength of only fifteen hundred men.

-
Hixth July In effort to force Germans to spread out
dufecse BEritish Mobile Coclumns moved West nlong Eest
¥est Grid two eighty to eighty three North Bouth Grid,

Fresent dispositions: E1 Alsmein box held by first
Boutk Africeps opposed on West by Sabraths on Scuth West
by Trente. German apti tank gun screen some five miles
long eoxteade Boutheast threugh point cight eight naught
two eight neught with Germen Panzer Divislons behimd it.
British armer faces ant! tank gun screen twenty four
Australian Bde is in rear gm army reserve. Gertan ninety
light is between North South Grids eight sixty 'nd eight
seventy with main poeition on Bast West Grid two elighty.
British saventh Motor Brigede with one Squodron Ameriesn
ligkt tarks moviag up to oppose 1t, g

Fiith Indisn and Nevw Zsaland Divieions extend from
North Scuth Grids eight thirty to elght sixty, the units
divided intc small columns South of two oighty Grid lipe,
Oppeging this line sre Breisce and Pravia Divisions with
the Littoric on thes Westere flaok. Seven elghtr eipht
MM guns are near Arws eight four naught two eight caught,

British Forces are ext nded over forty two mile
froot. Rommel has kept hif nimety light =od sremor con-
centroted within twelve mils sres on ridge whick is key to
control of E1 Alamein box, With aid of antl tank gun
screen Germen might move n' nety light Southesst blook
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No, AMSME 131, July 7, 1842 Page 2

British armored units while Paazer Divislons attsck
either New Zenlanders or seventh Motor Brigade.

Present situation indicates British units sre
over extended that German im in position to block
British armor with anti tank (*) he strikes infantry
with armor,

Foregoing is unedited report from Fellers on which
Haxwell comwents that he questlons the ountlined posaible
use of Axis armored units em such & eriss cross mspeuver
would be most difficult to execute but agregs that
from available information British cverextensior is &
possibliity.

Maxwell

* Word missipg. Beilng serviecd.
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From: Am Embassy London
To: Eilid

Ko, 2848, July 7, 1942,

In Egypt by dark fifty enemy had formed anti-
tank screen consisting of infantry and eightyeight
EM at dash AA guns from a point southwest of Almein
to point spproximately six miles south and this
screen had effectively held up Brit armored units
although screen was engaged by Brit Artillery.

.

Kight of fifth was comparatively quiet
during which enemy extended his right flank westward
as far as a point thirtyfive miles west dash mouth
dash west of Alamein.

At eleven hours sixth thirtyfive Germ tanks were
stationary in area ten miles south of Alamein with three
thousand enemy mt to northwest of the tanks. Brit
infantry min{ north reached a general line east and
weat just scuth of Deir E1 Harra by eleven hours.

Very 1little ground activity during balance
day sixth except constant exchanges artillery fire.

Brit Airforce very active fifth and sixth. Dur-
ipg fifth sixth enemy planes certainly and four others
probably destroyed and eleven others damsged in combat
vhile twentyfour damaged on ground. Brit lost six.

No air report for sixth.
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From: Cairo
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N,. ASBME, 116, July 7, 1942

8ixth July fighting in progress but details not yet
available. From Maxwell to Marshall Air photographe
disclose Axis using British railway which leads cast
from Tobruch. Rolling mtock seen in Fuka,

"Previous report of six hundred German soldiers
walking towards British lines with hands up and surrendering
are false. Group did walk towards British Ilines with
bands up mnd four British tanks went out to round them up.
Gersans immediately dropped to ground and from their rear
eighty eight MM and machine guns opened up on British tanks.
One British tank, Major commanding and a number of moldiers
ware killed. Approximately half the six hundred Germons
were killed on British attack."

Haxwell
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hllﬂ'lllf additional on Mideast for mis comtrol:
ninth Australian Division now arrived Egypt front and
oné Brigade im in line with Division JQ and two other
Brigades Reserve East Alamein,

Latesat official informatiom Brit tank ltrnﬂ:!
hntt:--munfnqht fourth was one hundred t yone
all types. ;

Available tanks from Brit Tenth Division have
forward to be used by crews available from wrecked

Eighth Brit Armored Division now unloading Sues
and its tanks also going forward to battle area for use
by crews availabls theres,

To replace Australian Division brought from Syris
twm-!mﬂhipdufmm and an Indian Brigade all
which had bard fighting Libya being moved Byris.

Rommel also has been receiving reinforcements but
in small increments but of what type and totals unknown.
Opinion here Rommel must quickly decide whether risk all
in one final attempt break thru to Nile, try stand and
fight while further reinforcements reach him or retire
nearest good positionm and prepare another attempt. MNean-
while offensive definitely lies with Brit and treand all
fighting and maneuver is westward.

|
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Fresh British armored division is arriving Tﬂt
hp that ine tanks from it wil
turned ‘to trained seasoned tank crews already
available but without tanks while personnel new
division be hardened and then receive new American
tanks expected.
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TEXT

EXPERIEHCED BRITISH ARMY OFF ICERS WERE EXPRESS FULL CONFIDENCE
IH GENERAL AUCHINLECKXS ABILITY TO CHECK GERMAN ADVALCE IN EGYPT.
CONSIDER MIM WELL QUALIFIED FOR TROFICAL WARFARE. VENTURE THE
OPINIOM THAT SURRENDER OF TOBRUK VAY HAYE BEEN PREVEDITATED
GOTH TD DRAW RODIMELS FORCES INTD THE DESERT THEREBY RENDERING
THE WAINTERANCE OF THEIR SUPPLY LINES VORE DIFFICULT AMD GECAUSE
THE ROYAL WAWY DID NOT CONSIDER THE DEFENSE OF TOUBRUK LAST YCAR
[IORTH THE NAWAL LOSSES SUSTAINED,

DFFICERS SAY THAT HUGE ALLIED RESERVES OF FRESH SUPPLIES AND
VEN ARE NOW COMCENTRATED IN EGYPT AND THAT IF ROMVELS FORCES
CANMOT REGAIN THEIR MOMENTUM BY JULY 15TH THEY ARE DEFINITELY
STOPPED AND WILL BE FORCED TD FALL BACE CLOSER TO THEIR BASES.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ho Amsme 107, July 6, 1842

Desert RAF Beadquarters reports situation on desert
going nicely! For Arnold from Brereton. For your information.
British south flank has advanced to point right ;
gouth El Daba with battle and its confusion to north and north
east. Current action belleved hy GHQ Intelligence not a with-
drawal by Rommel and GBQ operations ddsires it not be, but
prefer he stands and fight because of overextended comsunlca-
tions, with British lines relatively short Maxwell requeats
this information be furnished General Marshall.

Haxwell
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| From: Cairo
I To: Agwar
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For Devers “rom Scott battle here has besn sce
sawing for two doys. On July second in afteracon
British attacked weat from Grid elght nine dash tvo
elght, running into & German sdvance. British were
cuch superior but declded not to get seriously committed
to acting. Trcope used wore firs® armored division
and New Zenland Ddvirion with fiftieth divielon in
aray resorve, At dusk British withdrew to Laaguer
in vicinity of Jump off position. No effort was made
“o oocupy ground guimed in this acvance by a follow
up of the Army weserve. On third July an attack was
launched over almost identiecally the some ground and
reached Gricd eighty edght. Plan of attack wee to go
wesl as far as Orid elghty sevea and strike north to
celieve pressurs of enemy attack on Alamein. Troops
used were part of Pirst south African Divigion, which
wag the Alemsdn Box reserve, first armo-ed divisioa nnd
Jdow Gealund division with fiftieth divisiom in resscve.
Pighting comtinued all day, principaily srtillery
uel= nod several tank aciions. Kew Zealandern made
beet advance and early captured tventy tvo tenks, forty
four guns, including twelve one neught five E¥ and
cleven eighty elght MM and forr bundrad priscnere.
Fiftieth division to follow uw. advance and dig in te
hold toe ridge muoning west o point sevanty nirce to
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ninety seven. This ridge in my opinion is the key to

Alamein deYense position. Have seen twenty aix

American R three mediums and eigieen British Cruisers

come into battle erea in last two days. American

mediuss are of tremendous help as estimstes of German'

tunk strength ie rot more than forty mark four and one

Lundred Italian tenks. British heve cootinuous Adr

superiority but there is marked opressiveness still

evident on German side. He is feeling cut British

| position with packets of all erms including tanks. His
disposition were from north to south Brescia and Pavia

| generaily west of Alamein, nintieth light west of Grid

| vighty eight, Panzer divisions due west of Grid eight alght
and north of Grid two seven. British are getting nhart
of compestent tank crews particularly gueners for Gonmeral

| trant. They are unquestiomably petiing stronger each

| dey, but German hes tamk recovery point at eight six

|

three three one tvoe. On fourth July nttack of yesterday
proven successful. British are now working as a toam.
Romuel seems to be pausing to get his forces in hen
nod bring up supplies. Believe with growing strength
of British Air reinforcements of considerable size from
‘ the United States may immediately reveree decision.
General Scott has just confered with me and offers the
followiag sdditioral statement with which I concur.
"Thinlt Rosmel advence definately stopped until he =an
| b#ing up suppliea and refit. C:cunter attack now with
strong Air supporti offers oppor unity for decieive

| results, "
! Naxwall
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PRIORITY

From: Cairo /
¢ AGWAR
No. ' Amsme 100 July 6, 1942
New Zealand attack launched morning fifth July

e

progresses as far east west Grid two eight naught.
Indian m':m to transfer nintieth light and
Littorio from Alamein line to meet threat attack
from South from Maxwell to Marshall situation
believed to be favorable with decisive battle in near
in reserve work
ng from To

British first
wediums. American light now ng

| motor brigade
with transport to

i
-
]
:
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URGENT

MELSTER
EO. 11662, Bec. 3(E) and D) o (D)
: OBD letter, Muy 8, 1973
rros: Cairo o 38t o FEB 201973

To: Agwar
No.© AMSME 94, July 6, 1942

On the sfternoon of July first accurate counter battery
fire put out of action most of the guns of the eighteenth
Indian Brigade. This Brigade was then overrun by Axis tanks and
R pumber of its personnel were ed. The advance
was stopped by the first armored division & . ing
eight eight five. The enemy armored units attacked again
on July second third and fourth but did not make any appreci-
able progress. Their tank casualties on the last hum
were reported as follows: ') _-_,_L- lwe) .

t L Wa ] 2 . Foux [

two otal Ju f
land Division made

iy ¢ WL L4

minst the Bavia and Ariete Divisions on the night of July
fourth fifth taking several hundred priscners and
field guns including eighty eight MM, seventy five _
twenty five pounders. enemy situation as of A N July
fifth was as follows: Twentyfirst Corps, Trento Northern
half eight seven naught dash two nine naught, Sabratha,
Southern half eight seven naught dash two nine naught,
ninetieth light division, eight seven eight dash two nine
three dash eight eight three dash two seven six, Trieste

vis e n e t

division contored AEoRnd) il teontn and twenty tirat bidier
division between eight eight four dash two m ﬂngt and
eight seven seven dash two seven four. Est) by British
that they have only thirty tank runners. Tenth Corps:

Pavia division, area el seven six dash two seven nine
about two thirds of division intact after battle with New
Zealanders on the fourth. Brescia West of Pavia division.

/ 49/?1:' g _ Mis JOUMNAL MO -
che Aprfe Aapor 091 JUL-6%2
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From: Cairo To: Agwar No. 94, July 6, 1942

Littorio area eight seven naught dash two e naught .
Probably has all of the Italian tanks. Brit estimate
eighty runners, up to fifty of which are ¥ dash thirteen.
Ariete, British state this division practically liquidated
with all tanks probably out of action. The New Zealander
m‘tnﬂl some of its guns. From Maxwell to Marshall

imate enemy forces occupying area Ghazal STA eight fifty
three dash three one lll? ; Rahman eight six eight dash three
naught eight, eight e naught dash two nine seven, eight
eight three dash two eight six, eight eight three dash two
liﬁt llupt, d.g: seven IIII lllll two seven five, eight

seven dash two
;ht-i.tﬂnnnn m-il‘mo

Mnﬂn line reported between eight -;lit #ix dni two eight
asught and eight ﬂﬁt naught dash two seven five with infantry
in, guns and about seventeen tanks on ridge in rear.
tish situation on A M July fifth: Twenty second Armored
Brigade eight nine one dash two seven nine; fourth armored
brigade eight nine one dash two seven mix; twenty fourth
Australian Brigade nine naught eight dash two eight two;
fifth Indian division eight eight one. Five dash five six
five; other units as previously shown. The British have one
three naught tank runners of which apparently fifty five are
Grants. At twelve naught naught hours July fifty the New
Zealand division was to attack to the North with Sidi ABD
El Rahman as its objective. At the same time the fifth
Indian division was to move on & wider envelopment with Gha=zal
8TA as its objective. The seventh motorised brigade was to
glve ection on the east flank of the units making this
atta It was not planned to use any Grant tanks or any
of the Au.ltrlltn troope in this attack as these are being
kept to defend Egypt if the attack faile.

Maxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR-

Number AMSME 91, July 5, 1942

Heavy bombers of United States Middle East Air
Forces attacked the port and harbour facilities of
Bengazi during the hours of darkness July fourth.
From Brereton. Large fires were ohserved followed by

explosions but poor visibility observations
of results. Heavy but e anti aircraft fire
received and Illlt fighters nh-ﬂul From this
raid all of our planes returned safely to their bases.
MAXWELL
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INCOMING MESSAGE 09352

From: Calro
To: AGWAR

AMEME # B89, July 5, 1942

For Devers from Scott as a whole the British with-
drawal has been conducted in a most orderly fashion over one
road with continuous two way traffic from Maxwell to Marshall
bowever, the amount of Class B transport as compared to fight-
ing elements was astounding. Much of the Class B tramsport
also moved ms individual vehicles instead of convops. This
resulted in much bumper to bumper movement which would have
been disastrous had the enemy besen able to attack by air.
Gapoline points are always congested and this is caused by
dumping large quantities at onme point inetead of spreading
sut in depth along roadside. Discipline and efficiemcy of
individual British driver im all movement was of high order
and the movement of combat units was much superior to that
of B Echelons in assembly areas and on the battle field.
Combat units were highly efficient in maintaining proper dis-
persion of vehicles. B8ince British have numerous fields and
considerable fighter superiority all air units being well
forward frequently less than ten minutes flying time from
the target. Consequemtly air is able to perform many daily
alssions running as high as nime. All air unitse are intenmely
interested in rendering the best possible support to ground
units and development of better technique., On June twenty
gixth German broke through British mine field unobmerved.
They utilized and negotiated extensive mine field am 1f they
wure rivers, consequently such obstacles should be defended
accordingly. Contact is maintained constantly with British
mithdrawal and at each new defensive position Germans search
for weak spots in hostile line with packets of all arms
grouped about medium tanks. When soft spot im found packete
push into 1t and keep it open until main attack can be
lmunched, Tank attacks are alway supported by artillery,
infantry and anti tank guns and then pr tly followed up by
all available infantry unitam. Eighty eight MM anti tank gun
is plaving major role both inm supporting tank sdvances and in

DL
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From: Cairo To:
No. AMSME B9 July 5, 1842

blocking hostile tank attacks directed at their armored
units. Believe prompt supply of large self propelled
anti tank guns three inch or larger is of great import-
ance to our Army, the armored division should normally
have two anti tank battalions attached. British armored
unit: :.:llu;hort forty to ﬂftr‘m.:zt of tank u:rr::

an & tent gunners for um tank gnt
reduces their :fntlmul in battle, All British A
armored cperations ere built around Gensral Grant tank
and Juhior Officers and crews consider it equal if not
superior to German mark four., Item for item I believe
our egquipment im better than German equipment and we omly
need to promptly mupply projected new items such as
assault guns and melf propelled mounta. Chief of Staff
of C in C hers believes one hundred self propelled
mounts three inch or larger would not “6113 stop but de-
cisively defeat Germans at this time. table observa-
tion points for Artillery very limited consequently
Artillery of both sides is not effective except at very
short ranges, Germans are using for Liaison and for
limited Artillery obmervation airplane similiar to our
cubs. British have three of these planes for Liaison
and messenger work with Army and they are proving in-
valuable. Air Marshall Tedder is requesting immediate
supply of additional planes of this type. Believe

cubs essentinl to operation of an armored unit. British
have over two hundred trailers for transporting tanks

in this theatre. Howover these trailers are doing work
normally effected by rail and absence of company and
adequate regimental maintenance results im transporting
many many tanks to rear which should be repaired on road
side and in forward area. British maintenance set up
in too emall, poorly organized and egquipped, inadequataly
trained and spare parts are lacking. Maintenance units
in field do not do any night work as they have neither
the personnel nor the facilities therefore. German is
directing fire at General Grants suspension and tracks
because of its effective body armor and replacements of
side plate of bogie suspension and idlers are necessary.
It is estimated at this time replacement requirements of

it Liny |
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Fo. AMSYE 89 July 8, 1042

these items because of battles casualties ia aboul five
percent, Coordination of armored units and other Army
elements now being greatly improved. Several tank attacts
at Allemein progressed favorably from ten to fifteen

miles on July firaet and second are mot followed up by
available infantry so armored units withdrew to " enguer
for the night and had to regnin some Terrecin oext day
because it had been oeccupied by Germans. Two squadrons
Boston bombers rendering majority of alr support to
groundtroops. and are assisted by three fighter squudronn
with plane caorrying one two five naught pounds bozxb, ono
Iighter squadron known as tank Bumters haa eack plene
equippod with two forty MM Bofors under wings and orrey-
ing sixteen rounds. They nre much more effasctive
agninat tenkse than bombars. Tanks are not coasidered
suitable targets for either Lombing or indirect artillery
fire, Tuhreo transporter planes capncity forty fiwve
hundrod pounds have delivered in past ten days Hinty
percent of tank spare parts ment forwarded from Buie.
Twenty tone tenk parts were delivered im one week by
these three planes whose principal duty wans alr supply

aad not tsnk supply. HRommels advance stopped yemtorday
by first exceedingly well coordinated infantry, arsored,
artillery nnd air elements Iin & counter attack I lhave asen.
Formation used three divisions mnbrenst attacking generelly
west with south African first division on north, firami
erporaed in center, New Zealand division oa msouth.

Fiftieth division in reserve followed up arsored div-
ision nnd consolidated om ground taken duriog day by firat
arzorad division, Results of attack was ten mile advance
and capture of forty four artillery pleces with pructically
no British losses.
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From: Embrssy London
] Milid Washiagtom DC
No. 2988 July 5, 1048

close support days fighting. Destroying dur
day thirtytwo enemy ACFT, probably destr h:-n-
and damaged twenty. RAF losses twelve fighters
wvith three pilots safe.

mly official information received to noon
date veri fourth is that during morning an
enemy tank attack in direction El Alamein was

being engaged.
War office still without information present
DECLASSIFIED tank strength enemy - or selves but believed Brit
E0. 11662, Sec. 8(F) und 50) o¢ () must by mow have at least numerical equality
g \ 3, 1973 thru tanks Cairo base workshops and fresh
SR " armored unit FYear however that most

b JSH, sassowfEB 201073 these tanks are 1ight type inferior to Axis tanks.
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From: Amembassy London
Toi A Milid Wwashingtom DC

No. 2037 July 5, 1942

Add. following to our twentynine thirty-
five date covering fourth inm Egypt: Fighting
continued all day fourth with Brit attacking.
Enemy armored force finally forced to with-
drav from high ground of E1 Alamein

i
;
!
:
:
g
]

small damage.
Suggest despatch from Andre
exchange telegraph sent from Cairo

11663 g If not already done suggest Harold Denny

“ﬁﬂh@,m “400D) o ;yy NWew York Times be interviewed on Mideast.
By JSE & 1p7g

Napg
“~EEB 20 1973 _
e i McClure.

Footnote: 2035 (CM-IN-1626 7-5-43) Report on
operations mln front.
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INCOMING MESSAGE ™"
URGENT

From: Cairo
Tor - AGWAR Washington
Fo. AMSME B4, July 4, 1942

jut m mﬂ sir reconnaissance

headquarter indicates l__l has h-l IM'.I.II
is withdrawing to north west. Auchinlect has ordered
;unit. In reference to your one two three fovr July
irst for Marshall ‘wﬁ‘ Currently I am
employing Halpro from Palestine with forward
t.iz airdromes in eastern Egypt for bombs and
fuel, have made gimilar plsos’for reinforcing units
from the states. The line of action open to me 1s -
clarified result ground amction, It is not clear in firet
paragraph your message whether the words "eveacustion
of Cairo area" intends the defeat or only withdrawal of
ritish, British plans included withdrawal on

if Delta and Cairo area untenable.
— Cite AMSME li:l'h' two July second. In lieu of defeat
Eighth ess vhether Rommel is held in
desert or ﬂ.hl s been forced to withdraw on

Hlutm United Btttu air forces middle east lﬂlt‘

carry on with its assigned mission to assist Auchinleck
and remain in support thereof., Overall strategic plan

of operation unknown but to defeat Germany it is

apparent for purpose of regaining control Mediterranean
Ses lanes that defeat of Rommel should result in regaining
control of North Africa to Tripoli. On recrganization
after outcome of current battle, if British can unﬂlu-
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Fronm: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No, AMBME H July 4, 1“! PAGE 2

off éneive !ﬂ! above purpose, unrelenting air attack

and pursuit by air to help in his destruction is
required, Defeat of Rommel immedistely threatens

Italy and forces Germany to place reserves against this
 threat thus detracting from Russian front. Success

in this theatre along these lines with continued and

n:-l-uhl'--m eir action from direction of England
- fore ;n: urlr decision on Germany.
ﬁpﬂtt-ﬂ this ’H t{ requires strategic

ence in India strong air pressure
from Australia. My rmduuu for United States
Middle East Air Forces is continued support of

Auchinleck by air and more air with view of destruction
of enemy forces in FNorth Africa.

MAXWELL _
Footnote: 1234 (CM-OUT-0162 7-1-42) 8GS Requests
© disposition bf U. 8. Forces. 62 (CM-IN-
1!5! 7-4-42) OPD MNiddle East outlook.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No. Amsme 78 July 4th, 1943,

_ third Italian Column including
tanks strock south in west of Alamein, moved
south to a point ten miles south of Alamein, It
was strick by first armored and New Zealand Divisions
and movad morth west. Up to twelve bundred
three /ive naught prisoners of War, five twenty f
pounders with much amsunition, four e

, seven one naught five MM
ive MM, four five seven MM
Maxwill to Marshall afternoon third
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From: Cairo
To: AgWar

Ro. AMBME 83 July 4 1942

Tobrouk was succeasfully attacked by our bombers during
night of July second and third causing many large fires.
Moderate antiaircraft fire was received but no enemy aircraft
were encountered, From Brereton. All of our aireraft returned
safely to their bases. Both consclidated and fortress type
airplanes participated in this raid.

Naxwell
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Egypt fronmt cover second. That

ml:ll forces te
ted day
mmiu-n ﬂﬂﬂ ing. However
““ntlﬂﬂiﬂtmmumind

in afternoom Brit sttacked from east and south.
El Alamein and late inm evening enemy withdrew his

Press l-l_lipl_- rlu-lud m this AN say
battle was resumed early morming third in approximately
same area but do not t do not say whether Axis
or Brit initiated ion and war office hss nothing

_ official on events third.

Brit attack om second apparently was well
supported by RAF fighters, fighter bombers and light

xxm Axis forces southwest of El Alamein
during fij n‘lnlhtuMimmW
concentrations west of battle area. Air atry

claim still have definite mir superiorty this theater.

Comment: War office clearly much relieved

artened by fact Brit positions not yet broken
hr#h and by belief will soon obtain thr

orcement numeriusl equality in tanks, It is
p 1:|r true Brit have now or soom will have numerical
ity poseibly puperiority but should be remembered

tanks will still be inferior in armor and gum power.

McClure
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MAUGARS YEO FIRST AND MYBELF ARRIVED KHARTOUM 4 JULY WITH
GOVERNMENT FUNDS ACCOUNTS AND THIS CODE ONLY ALL OTHER COLES
AND CONFIDENTIAL MATTER BURNED. REQUEST ORDERS BOTH OF US
RETURM STATES VIA AIR.BRITISH DOCTORS PRONOUNCED ME UNFIT

S8EA DUTY UNTIL 4 SEPTEMBER. MAUGANS NECESSARY FOR ME TO CLOSE
OUT SPECIAL DISBURSING ACCOUNT. REPLY CARE ARNY FERRY
COMMAND WADI S8EIDNA. ROCKWELL.
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MUST HOLD KIDDLE EAST AT ALL COSTS. MOST URGEKT IMMEDIATE
NEED 18 HEAVY AIR SUPPCRT. ROMMEL'S SUCCESS DUE MORE TO
INEPTNESS ERITISH GENERALSHIP THAN HIS SUPERIORITY IN EQUIP-
MENT. LOSS MIDDLE EAST WOULD CAUSE TERRIFIC REPERCUSSIONS
RUSSIA TURKEY INDIA AND GREATLY PRCLOHG WAR. UNCUNFIREMD
BRITISH FLEET HAS ABANDONED EASTERN MED. EXCEPT SUBMARINES.
GEMERAL BITUATION DESPERATE. ROCKWELL.
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Telegram no, 83 m: July 3, 5 p.m,

From: Tumis Rec'd: July 4, 3:38 a.m,

_n“mnuudm:;

demm aviation, and
vouks in Juke. Thers ire Ourman troops VA(h (he Italiams
at Rho '-'iﬁ'muﬁllﬁm-h.
hllr#wmhhmmmlumt.
ﬁ-qnmumlr.n-m
from 1 to 300 lire a day.

Doolittle

EO. 11662, Bec, 3E) sad 5(D) e (B
OSD letier, May 3 1972

.Hﬂ;mmn—_&wn

Action Copy: G-2 W&
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§ 4 EQ 11854, Bae
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No. 2027 Jume 3rd, 1942, nmm,, FEB 20 19/3

lﬂltuhv

art support at t Indiam

mmuw mmm-tu-:t'u

El Al . Mn::ﬁm'lﬂhﬂ Defences

Boberer T2 It Troslag oy setarmed i abieel TR

“ Infantry, :'thnﬁm“ tanks mmmt

beld Gap thus formed im Brit Defemce Line.

mmm-hutm-m

Adr SBpokesman this AN stated RAF had
ﬂ.tl:ﬂllmluu and were successfully
concentrations, Nt and Air Filelds. Comment:

having mny clded effect on Ground Combat.
| have full text statemeat to commons

June thirteenth 1
.-;.-g e previously
scriom: ¢-2 32 '
INFO COPIES: OFP, A-3, CO-AAY, TAG, 10G, PILE MAK, JOURNAL WO
CH-1N-0040 (7/3743) 17088 1885%} L=3,
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NLR 101
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. ANSME 62, July 3, 1942
Officially reported that British Eastera Mediterranean

808 me going with British S08 and my ASC proceeding Juns
Isofmc for security reasons while on

antiaireraft artillery and ground defemse forces. Plans

made for receptiom of reinforc aircraft and for their
flight to ination Middle . Plans include locati
Garahaifa Area except for fighter and medium bomber which will
be in Buez Arish area. :

150
Enemy air st North Africa estimated one eight naught
fighters and one t bomber type aircraft to Em—-

ME one hundred nine, ome hundred ten and JU eighty seven and
eighty el . ulitlaul eneny aircraft available im Crete:
saventy eighty eights, ten one hundred nines; in Greece
fifteen JU eighty eights and twenty five HE eighty eights plus
fifty ass sea p and flying boats and in SBicily one
hundred thirty JU eighty eights and thirty ME one bundred
nines. British have available seventy three medium, forty
twe torpedo, one hundred seventy two light bombers; two
hundred ninety seven fighters, eight twin engine fighters
thirty night fighters SE, eighty eight recon, and forty five
miscellaneous. All figures are servicable aircraft. Im
addition I have fourteen B dash twenty fours and four B dash
seventeens with others enroute from India. Currently all not
serviceable, but due terrifie communication facilities exact

leAssingp
EO. 11883, 8p, 3) and '5p)
ar (E)
o letter, May 8, 1972 25
% JSH, s ., FEB 201973
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' From: Cairo : - 11062, Bac (B aa
To:  AGWAR m‘-h-nu:;'m

No. AMSME 63, July 3, 1943 % JSH; das in FEB 2 0 1973
figures serviceability unknown this time.

In event Rommell successful in destroying -tﬂm
air t ort line to easy h Cairo will be :
Alr to bases in Palestine necessarily via Khartoum

Aden Basra thence westward to Palestine. Bases in

Palestine within twenty miles coast line and very vulnerable

to air flank attack from enemy. Lack of bases in depth Palestine

- and necessity of comserving fuel require us to use coastal
rculn operating conditions in desert make

operational training for fighter pilots prior to combat:

British advised top flight aces from coming desmert
are no good -hn.'prn:::-l for desert fighter warfare.

Lack of ground defense®,anti aircraft artillery, west-
ward air warning facilites and passive measures (revetments
NTC) make mircraft and airdromes extremely vulnerable to air,
parachute, and air borne troop attack from Crete. All measures
possible being taken and time may permit comstruction passive
facilities before any attack.

My air forces now organized with two major divisions of
combat troops and air service e:ld Complete concurrence
and cooperation being given by British and Maxwell, and Asec
functioning aided by nimety percent British help. Currently
plans include maintenance and supply by units in forward area
supported by attachment of number of unarmed RAF squadroms all
housekeeping by British. Bebind Palestine in direction of
Basra an advance depot to be imstalled for supply and

maintenance manned ily by American manufactueres
representatives, Gura and Cedar 1. Behind depot, in
Basta area Sof formes of tion. Entire plan contem-

plates additional avai l-lmhuolrndlﬂu it
northern Red Sea ports become untentable all supplies and per-
sonnel will have to be diverted to Basra making it possible
to distribute between India and Mjddle East if necessary.

29
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"= INCOMING MESSAGE

TO; AGWAR
No. AMSME 62, July 3, 1942

All here agree essence of success for Allies is quick and
timely arrival of air and more air plus tanks. Fast departure
and arrival battle area of reinforcements to thie airforce
moet desired. For Marshall and Armold from Brereton.
Ehartoum is final ' point where units receive final
instructions for destination. Indicatioms are future of this
theatre will be decided mext forty eight hours. There is
little information from desert battle at this moment.

Maxwell

(9

ACTION: OPD
INFO COPIES: A-2, G-2, TAG, LOG, FILE

[1:4]
m.nammm“dm‘

o s,y 8388, § 973

by JSH, xax
CM-IN-1253 (7/4/42) 13352 ML JOURNAL mo
' 107 JuL-4'2
29
COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/ 2 /¢



-
<
3
)
2
i
.m
:
o
i

—
o
-
[+ o
. |
=z

DECLASSIFIED

oy e e I 2 i e il %




. e
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER G
Jul

ries 100 NCOMING MESSAGE

-

LIRGEKRT

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

FNo. Amsme 75, July Srd, 1942.

British Counter Attack from South late July
second successful and reestablished British Line.
From Maxwell to Marshall. Axis reforming and
indications are now that he will attack North
end of British Line with his Armor soon.
Australian Division now up and avai e in
mhmmmmmt end of British
Line, Axis report water ration cut
to half litre | day.

Maxwell

ACTION: oPD
INFO COPIES: G-2, A-2, CG AAF, TAG, LOG, FILE
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Filed 2350/2 Juty
Rac o054

First .‘ug German penetrated British Defenses along
flank Alamein Line. Attack merely to
L cruised 2= line area
_ t . Om the north all outpost
wore driven in. Maxwell to Marshall. On July second
main battle was joined but full ::uh not disclosed.
However it is known that Indian Unit im centre of British :
Line was pushed back and Auchinleck on ground ir directing®
counter attack by New Zealand Division which is well
in good conditiom for this task.

if
4]
£;§
]
£
:
i

Naxvell
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From: Cairo.
To: AGWAR Page 2
No. 50, AMSME, July 2, 1942

British command doubtful of ability of Scuth Africans to
put up strong resistance. Fiftieth British division has
been placed in rear of South Africans with orders to
fight :::1':{1-. action when Bouth Afiicans pull out.
Ninth ian division in army reserve,. ‘tank
regiment has been sent up without tanks, to serve as reserve
crews, Germans first July feeling out British
Alamein line, Small feeler attacks lsunched throughout
day _entire line with no concerted effort at any
single place. German attack did force back British strong
_points to main line of resistance in Alamein area, German
air activity absent due to sand storme over area of
landing fields. RAF claims each of its planes made eight
sorties yesterday. Reliable source indicated British
artillery ltrmZh thirtieth June was: two two five
twenty five pounders eighty six pounders fifteen one five
five MM guns one three zero two pounders. Thirtieth corp
intercept, evidence from German prisoners, air intelligence
has led intelligence officers to wonder if the German may
not have two repeat two divisions each called nintieth light.
Desert aircraft warning net is being set up mbout Cairo.
Traffic on desert road from Alexandria to Cairo is very
heavily congested. First forty miles South of Mediterranean
is solid with double and triple colummns preponderance of
traffic is south consists largely of work shops, recovery
vehicles, RAF squadrone. Aftermoon first July two Axis

- supply columns with total of between one and two thousand
trucks reported by RAF. Ome column east of El Daba another

DECLASSIAED
EO. 11662, Bee. §(E) and KD) ar (E)
OSD letter, May 8, 1972

By JSH, nanspee FER 20 1973
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Page 3
No. 59, AMBME, July 2, 1842

on Hurmt 1- e eighty four dash twenty seven,
mur B: feel t fifty dash ﬂrt _

. J . ars mluimumﬂl 1: hr
Iunn: h ﬁtt l:u- bas launched no main attack. Axis
activities have been limited to attempt to determine contour

of British positions locate their st h and dispceitions,
British tank and infaptry at th ieg improved. s main
attack may be expected without delay. »

e sl MAXWELL
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LOG | |
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From: AM London
Tor Mi11d Washis

Fo. 2021 July 2, 1942

on thirtieth and BRIT contimued tion
and redistri on their forces in EL
position. BRIT armored Onits were with
Gimiliar units west of main t and

t day
Geruen Ninethieth Light Ilriﬂt:l tacked EL
ALEMEIN Town.

To noon date wo had received zero official
reports of events on first July.

For MIB control: w0 puttin statement
this AM that til[ have no official figures om
;:ﬁﬁ ' a&dﬂ -anfiiﬁiiﬂku 7

nor canm m
correspondent that BRIT had received reinforcements
Grant tanks,

ulu mnumber captured Grant tanks.
Best information now available here onm BRIT
forword area is vealent four infantry
d:l.':l.l plus two free Brigade Groups on

uthmnnmmmmuﬁu«m
Cars and Beventh Armored Division with three Bri

_Intnrl.nd Infantry operating in advance defence line.
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INDICATE WY, ASTERIEK ADORESIEES FON WHIH MAIL DELIVERY A9: JISFACTORY. | 5
INDIZATED THIS 4 WITH DIFIRAED MRECEDEWCE.
SHGINATON FiLL W DATE A0 Tiue L7 e _ eer
o
CODPER EMBARKEDN EDWIM CHRISTENSON TODAY DEPARTING “0OANING
SECOND FOR UASSAWA. BOWIE AND SPROUL ALSD EMBARKING CHRISTENSDM.
ALL EVACUEES NOT YET AARIVED SUE? BUT EXPECT COMPLETE ARRIVALS
2ND EMBARKING SAME ABDARD LOUISE LVYKES AND LEMA LUCKENBACH
KHO PROBABLY DEPART SUEZ 3RD FOR UASSAWA.
I AYM EDDARKING LAST US SHIP PROCCEDING VASSAWA. TEST VADAKET
EFBARKING Y5 TRDOPS ISUAILTA PROBABLY DEPARATING 2D FOR HMASSAWA.
FLUDASPAR DISCHARGING ISUAILIA ON RESPONSIBILITY YASTER. SUSAN
LUCKINBACH CREW™ WILL EY“BARK LENA.
REPOATS AILD RUMODRS IMDICATE SITUATION APPARENTLY MDPELESS BUT
SUEZ PRESEMTLY QUIET.
WILL MAKE EFFORT KEEP ADVISED BUT THIS UAY BE LAST IESSAGE.
10s000sa ACTION /’
i s .W:HHBH.....F:!?.....Eﬂu'-.-...!Bl‘.‘..l\.\:hriﬂﬁ.”-.ﬂﬁﬂﬁ'....
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From: Cairo
. To: Agwar

Fo Amsme 58, July 1, 1942

Dust storm covered greater portion of Axis Ares
July firét which probab 1: accounts for little German
ﬂr activity. Heavy battle is reported along Alsmein

ne but details pot yet disclosed from Maxwell to

Marshall. British tank position is slowly improving.
As of June thirtieth in operating armored units British
had sixty American Mediums thirty nine Britsh Cruisers
one hundred seventeen Americen Lights twenty meven Infantry
Canks. In transit and to be sent forward fpom base and

forward.
Haxwell
Action Copy: OPD
Info. Copies: G-2 A-2 CG AAF TAG File Log
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UORGENT
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Nusber 57 ANSNE July 1, 1942 .,
i
Hlth‘l believe main A attack is be made first
From Mexwell to 11 Ger tank
-n, ited at two ten Italisn possibly ome fifty. At dark
thirtieth June s dispositions ated possible atack
on north. Some ArmOT Was ‘middle of Alamein
El Taqa line but neither nor Panzer divisions
have been positively located. well lp-nl all
along. British African troops are on north New

Zealanders u'ﬂ..:.ln.‘ul.h in middle of Brit
line. Remainder thirtieth corp is first reserve. Ninth
Australian divisiom (*#1). '

MAXWELL

*#l--Nessage goes out at this point--being serviced.
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Filed 0735/2 July 2, 1942
RMC 0645 2
UDEGEMNMNT.
From: Cairo

To: Urgent Agwar
No 57 Amsme, July 1, 1942

m&m units in middle of British Line.
Remainder Thirtieth Corp is firet reserve. Ninth Australian
Division from Byria moving into reserve positions. Syria

l[ and Palestine now practically defenseless. This is a repeat
of part two fifty seven Amsme firet in mus to ‘your ome two
three two Urgent Signals.

Maxwell

Continuation of CM-IN-0278 7/1/42

Action Copy: G-2 P&

Info. Copies: OPD, A-2, CG AAF, CGGN, TAG, LOG
FILE
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From: London
To: Milid

Fo. 2016 July 1 1942

Esrly morning thirtieth Germ Africa Corps reached
point twenty miles East of Daba Egypt and until that night
armored battle was in progress in srea extending to twenty
miles South of sbove point.

Other British Forcee comsisting of motorized mm:-{_t
of first and seventh armored divisions were npmtuun
enemys southern flank wiile all British forces pot t
engaged were withdrawing to the El Alamein position.

Now known about sixty percent of Brit Matruh garrision
excaped and now in reserve behind El Alamein.

All tanks British first and seventh armored divisions
now in two brigades and under command first armored
division while all infantry two above divieions now under
seventh division. %

All possible British Niddle East troops moving to Alexand-
ria-Cairo area and Australian division now on El Alamein line.

0. 11663, Bec. 3(E) and D) o¢ ()
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from London to Milid Fo. 2916 July 1 1842 Page 2

WO unsble make relisble estimate Brit remaining
tank stremgih hut estimate Axis still have about three
b L g i g g et g8 g i S

' ince las e was o
.l - been balanced by tanks recovered

hundred seventy
before present battle started.
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UMLESE OTHERWILE IMDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMIMITTID WiTh DEFERRED PRICEDENCE
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OEIGIRATO® FILL IM DATE AND TIWE DATE TINE RCT
= = —er

o
REL |ABLE REPORTS INDICATE SITUATION EXTREMELY
UNFAVOR.BLE AND ADVANCE AXIS FORCES ON SUEZ CANAL UNCHECKED.

AM DESTHOYIMG ALL CO FIIEHTML TTER AND COLES
WITH EXCEPTION C8P'S 12()9 AND 1{, 1395 AND 6.

EVACUATION PLANB FOR U.3. CIT]ZEKS CAIR
AND SURROUMDING TERRITORY HAVE BEEN COMPLETED IW ﬂﬂﬂ'FEHﬂTlﬂH

CONSUL, MARITIME REPRESENTATIVE. FOLLOWING U.3, HERCHANT
BHIPB TO BE USED: LOUISE LYKES, EDNIM CHRISTENSON, LERA

LUCKENBACH, WEST MADAKT.

FLUOR SPARE HELD SUEZ ﬂISPGBIT!DH HOT PRESENTLY
CERTAIN. EVACUEES WILL BE LAMDED MASBANWA.

EVERYTH!NG WOMENTARILY QUIET SUEZ BUT AM PHEPARING
FOR AHT EVENTUALITY. IN EVENT PERSOMNMEL THIS OFFICE

EVACUATED ®ILL PROBABLY PROCEEL SEA TO MASSAWA.
WILL REMAIN POST LONG AS POS3IBLE AND ADVISE.
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UNITED NATIONS FORCES IN THE MIDULE EAST.

-
-

1, BGIPT:
United States:
VINOLE EAST THEATER - Ceneral Maxwell in command of
imerican troops. Headguarters in Caire.
Horth African Service Command
Iran-Irag Serviee Command
&, HNorth African Service Command

Eritrea irea. franklin D. Roosevell RADERES

DECLASSIFIED

Faracnneli

34 Army Officers

1 Navy Offi
g e pate. DEC 271971
12 Enlisted Men
456 American 8ivilians £l goatare- W
3,190 Italians
3,120 Hatives

Frojectsi

Asmara & headquarters - L0 K.W. radic station
to be cperating by Septesber,

Gura - sirbase to be operated by Douglas, re-
palr, overhaul and assembly of 200
planes per month, 38% complete, it
present time refueling planes only [air
forry route).

Camp Delmar East Park (Chinda) - rest camp for
Yasnaus navel base, 357 complete.

Messaua Maval Hase = 30¥ complete. Salvaping,
dociting and ship éperations under way.

Embatealla = munitions dusp, no construction

Cairo Area - Heliopolis.
Peraonnel

37 smerican Civilians
1,309 Local Civiliane

Projecta:

Hailroads = B3X complete.
fipads = B0% complete
Wiater lines = 33% complete
Sewer lines = Of complete
Wells = 100 complete

b'.r.i.l.dj.nga, 50% complete
2 Groups & sach uartermaster housing

bulldings, L&6% complete
10 Small werehouses, 100% complete
2 Urdnance Shop bulldings, 15% complete
7 Engineer Shop buildings, 133 complete

.,
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b. Iran=-Irag Se

Fersonnel:

Frojecta:

srackiin D. Roosevelt LIEFas)

DECLASSIFIED

pes 279N

Date-

“.-ﬂ."wlm

British:
Eighth Army - 140,000

Yajor Unit
lst jirmd Div
Tth Armd Div

10th Armd Diw

Armd Brig Gp
irmd Brig Gp

22nd
1st’

9th Armd Brig Gp

lst jrmy Tank Brig
33rd Army Tank Brig
York D. Armd Regt.

ird Ind, Motor Erig

lélst Ind Wotor Brig Gp

11th Ind. Brig Gp

m;

Hesdquarters at Basra,

(2)
rvice Command.

L5 Officers

3 Warrant Officers
Bl Enlisted Men
860 Civilians
917 Native Laborers

Ehorrasshahr = enlarging of desp water port,
Port in operation, 5% of new
work completed.

Hoad preject (Andimeshk-phwaz-Khorramshahr—

Tanuma ).

A road parralleling railroad,
(railroad alreaby built by

British)

HRoad can be used but is not all
weather - hew construstion to
make it 2 lane all weather,

Abadan plane assembly plant - plant now in
operation with personnel bor—
rowed from Eritish. A supple-
mentary assesbly plant is oper—
ated by Eritish at Shaiba.

Andiseshk truck assembly plant = now asse=bling
idmt:Tﬁl‘:l“ per day to be increas-

per day. Supplementary
plant to be installed at Ehor-
ramshahr.

Tabriz - present point of delivery of trucks to
Russians.,

Bandar-Shahpur = & port under construction and
being enlarged by British,

Musaiyib - main British Crdnance Depot and
tank repalr plant. Tank school
located here,

Reported Status June 25
Endly depleted

Reported 35% effective lay 15
Badly depleted

Used as replacements. Frobably

badly deplatad,

En route to Delta, Equipment and
efficienty unknown.

Badly depleted

Badly depleted

Efficlancy not known
Reported 75% effective May 15
Heported S0 effective May 15
Reportad 0% lﬂlc:f;ivl May 15

Gp
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Malor Unt Bsported Status June 25

J “rerer
50th Div One BErig reported destroyed.
Others probably budly depleted,
5th Ind Div Badly depleted
lst S,A. Div th Brig not effective. Other

Brigades probably badly depleted

franklin 0. Hoosevelt Library 2nd S.4. Div Captursd at TCHRUE

DECLASSIFIED 1st Fres French Brig Badly depleted
2nd Free French Brig Reported 65T effective May 15
tate.  UEL 2T 10T New Zealand Div Reparted 90% effective May 15,
En route to 8th Army.
umm-w 10th Ind Div Moved from Iraq. Reported BOE

effective., Losses not known,

mwrmswmm-an, < 122

feinforcements schedule:

TBth hrmd Uiy due Suesz, July 3.

Mith Inf Div " " , Jly 24
Slat Inf, Div " @ ) dug 12

IED,DGD mixed reinforcements dus in Suez, Sept. 20,

il Inf, Div, plus 20,000 mixed reinforcements dus in Suez,
Cotober 20 \
prepacr {r.r A alce mual
ROTE: 30 days required after arrival to'!ii—fer—balile.

2, Syria and Palestine

Eritish Ninth Arey.
Headquarters at Beirut, approximately 23,000 troopa as
follows:

1 Infantry Div. (Australdian)
1 Armd Car Regt
1

Other troops:

15,000 (approximate) specisl trocps (Mative
Syrian Army)

8,000 (approximate) Free Greeks (Two Brigades)

5,000 (approxizmate) Free Foles (One brigade)

Approximately 40,000 Poles have been issued
British uniforms but have little equip-
ment. Estimated they will be resdy

August lst,

iy

3, Iran and Irag

British Tenth Army.
Headquarters at Baghdad, approximately 50,000 troops as

followa:
~——— 2 Indian Inf, Dive. (less 1 brig)
1l Ind Armd Div
In addition, Irag levies. (Irag army
m_ fluctuating from 25,000 to 50,000
Ty T
i . or Sec. 3.
NLR 101

RT, NARA, Date «/,2]¢d ety
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considered unreliablas)

Armd Car Regt
Anti-aireraft Regta,

0. Roosevelt LivEeT?

DECLASSIFIED
nate- peb 87 8N

21 ﬂw‘* W
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