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Results of Aust attack advanced line which now
spproximates to coast st eight seven ome three zero
Beven, eight seven two three zero zero, eight seven
#ix three mero three. ttalion of on B
fifth German Ragi; '
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B twenty four United States bombers mttacked Maleme
airport. Target location difficult because of heavy
brokea clouds, fifty fives bombs one thousand da
sach dropped in target area. Observation results limited
but five in dispersal area seen. Encountsred heavy

anti aireraft fire, ome ship damaged, sll retufned to
bases without casualty,
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No ANENE 2250 ©Det 71, 1942

Ensmy air operations over Malta and Delta area from
Cctober sixteenth to thirtieth: Oct meventesnmth enamy
<hanged tactics by sending in several farmations
simultaneously from different directions. Changed
tactics again Oct nineteenth sbandoned use of bombera
during daylight over Malts. Eaids now being conducted
by fighter bombers with fighter esmcort, Om vary few
ocasions were medium bombers ortdd land.

ations although mome boMbs landed oo Serese ds, During
period enemy sorties diminished and on m thirtieth

FOY e - WEn

On Oct twentyninth twenty mine Bpltfires were carrier
borne ta within flying distance of Malts, arrived mafe.
Durir st nine month subm
to 'ypplies to Malta bulk bedng white pe

rdnance, armament, food includ
and one half tons powdered milk,

For Marshall from Maxwell during this period there
vas very little enemy air activity over the Delta: arss. In
21l only gecce migpmions were flown by single ships. oOct
twenty meventh several bombs were by an unidentified

aireraft ﬁh the mes of Alexapndria. One or twenty
four shot same day by Bemufighter.
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Artillery fire dispersed Axis sttack
concentration tanks and Infantry twenty minth
Egypt. 4| {1: both flanks of B I
wad 1

§ wls

[ alled To provoke
Z Axim resction, Night patrols very amctive,
4 ;Ope two eix four Germans one eight seven three
ﬁa"lrlltn prisoners evacuated to six hours thirty
/ firet,

Madagascar British occupled Alaksmisy two
hours twenty ninth and Fiansrasmtsos sixteen hours,

indifferent welcome accorded troops. Road
clesred eiz miles Bouth Filanarantsoa by even-
ing twenty ninth, L]

h

British
es light,
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At twenty two hundred hours October thirtieth
the Ninth Australian Div attacked northeast toward
the coast, No report yet of progress.

For Marshall from Maxwell Tenth Armd Div has
reverted to Command of Tenth Corps. BSecond New Zaaland
My with One Fifty Second BDE moving into forward
positions with AUST and Fifty First Divs.

tl'nllm:; & foint attack againat :l.;u:.-t ﬂuut
bﬂn‘h 00 enemy reaction there appears be movemen
of Seventh Armd Div tmrd Central Sector.

Night twenty ninth thirty RAF attacked cnemy
formations in northern sector with good resulta. The '
first mission of the air has been to help Ground Forces
while at the mame time keeping :li.r on the defensive,
Humeroos fires, mhﬂu enamy f and motor
transport by hite have resulted. Despite am't conditiona
developing afterncon thirtieth a forty minunte bombing
ntunn--uumm“lttmwlwtn
ADBT night attack, Enem b
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMSME 2246, October 31, 1943
@}’;L( Further in rear Beau fighters attacked E1 Adem

Aiﬂuumm.l!g JU fifty twos and dama
t_l:__-r-i.l‘uu . -

Uoited Btates medium bombers participated in
forward area attacks on enemy landing « Ten
Onited States heavy bombers attacked Airfield
wherse h:l:u t planes are m:ﬂ:dmm::-ﬂ
transport up throe bundred tons fuel nightly
becomes major . Results thirtieth moderatsly
successful, difficulty due to clouds, Attack repeated
night, results pending.

Eeil Group eight six two two nine nine, fifteenth
Panzer eight eix four two nine five, thirty third Becce
eight six nine three mero five, thirty third anti tank
eight 8ix six three zero two new German locations.
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Medium B dash twenty f1ve bombers of twelve
meu!mnﬂtuw-uu
two

each of two fifty pounds on enomy tanks,
motor vehicles, eneay

positions,

o, bﬂh pl.ttu'n- L1
ve, P dash forty F l‘i

in wgpurt of
n;ni .Il'll ltud Mn‘bir twenty i :
. : ﬂu zcraft oppos!

ters of Fifiy Seven

group flev one serc four sortlea im fighter bomber,

bomber escort, fighter sweep mimmions.
att

pted to close with en
Reported four Tigh
One our aireraft alightly dllllld
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Malta day two nine: fifty four ME nines st
eat height patrolled west of ismland attempti
ﬁtﬂﬂ!‘t delivary mircraft, twenty eight spitf
sorties drove off OAF all delivery aircraft landed
safely: one thirty Axis sorties attacked island
during day sixty four spitfires airborne, no
losses reported.
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w#h pinth twen
Aust Idt lttukld iot e
#ix eight three zero four, parrow salient h-ut

held. A coordinated attack by twenty
Aust was lnunched westward pashllel to coast
but was not successful. From Maxwell for Marshall,

with supplies indicate Bommel probl
becoming more critical, e - I[

British claim one fifty enewmy tanks out
Illo:t action, thirty destroyed.

Axis has shown little disposition to stromgly
counter attack. Afternoon tweaty ninth formaticns
of infantry and tanke in ares eight six six two
nine nins wers dispersed by artillery fire and
made no further attempt to advance by dark.

Allied air attmck totalled six twenty seven
Bortiea for day, Formstions attacked northern
sector ground targets, enemy and
communication lines hnl. of Matruh, s air hag
shown a more offensive trend, two escorted Stuka
Mm!mwmmaw:mmuﬂ
little damage, logsses four destroyed one
probable two ﬁ.-.gﬂl British fighter mimsing.

Bpecirlly heavy concentrations of enemy aircraft

P
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on Crete airfislds targets of USAAF heavy bomber
stack twenty four hundred hours twenty ninth,
preliminary reports indicate success, no

confirsation,
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w to twelve bundred hours thirtieth only minor
!nudnﬂu- desert front. From Maxwell for

Through twen b elaim total twelve i,H
hundred sixty four German prisoners eighteen hundred
seven three Italians.
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As of twelve hundred M-m ninth the
following looations are reported twenty first Panzer
eight six three two nine zero, Eiel Group eight six
tvo tvo eight sevenm unconfirmed, one sixty fourth
area aight six four three mero four, Ariete
eight six three two seven two; British ninth Aust Div
Tagt eight seven eight two nine nine, twentieth Aust
eight six eight two. X nine, twemty fourth Aust
eight seven five three one, twenty sixth Aust
thres zero zero, eighth Armd eight
nine six, one Thirty Third BDE eight
nine six, Becond New Zsaland Main Div
@ two nine five, Fifth and Sixth New

two five. nine zero mero, Ninth Armd
e two pine mero, First South African
cne two nime two, First South African
six two sight six Second South African
e¢ two nine mero, Third South African
ive two eight eight, First Armd Div
two nine five, Second Armd eight
ne two nine five, seven Mot eight six nime
two niné five, twenty fourth Armd eight six edght two
oime four, fifty firset Div Tact eight seven six two
nine five, Cme Fifty Second BDE eight six nine three
mero one, Ome Fifty Third BDE eight mseven ocoe two
nine two, Ome Fifty Fourth BDE eight six nine two nine
three, Thirtieth Maim eight eight eight two nine six,
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Twenty Third Armd eight seven eight two nine seven,
Fourth Lt Armd eight eight five two five sevem for
NMarshall from Maxwell, British,

Maxwell,
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To: Milid

No. 3879 0ot 30, 1942

Limited partially successful British Infantry
and Tank attsck night twentyeighth dash twentyninth
drove thres mile wedge in Axis northern Bector
Egypt. Ground held despite counterottack.

. Considerable regrouping British Forces affected and
mass Axi@ armor believed shifted northward, War
Office states mir arms completely responsible emashing
two recent Axis counterattacks.

Madagascar British now twenty miles morth
Flanarantsoa.
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From Cairo » 98  aussoufEER 201973

To: AOWAR
No. Amsme 3300, October 29th, 1942,

Hew enemy locations are as follows minetisth LT
eight five nine three merc six, fifteemth Panwer
eight five five three zero zero, ome sixty fourth

eight six four two nine six, Littorio eight five two two
pine zero, tweaty first Panser eight six three two nine !

These occurred during the twsnty seventh and
twenty eighth. For Narshall from Maxwell they conelude

the firet phase of the Battle. The British strategy played
largely on the elsment of surprise and the balk of their
power was thrown onto the front line attacking in the

Horth, 11y anticipated that this [
| B0 1 1 Thim trus [ gurea
are stil 3 on of the enemy defenses a

¥as made and the forward positions are now held by
thirtieth corps plus tenth Armd Div. The temth corps is
withdrawing into reserve to provide the necessary depth
to meet the heavy counter sttack threatened by the Axis
regrouping of Armor. [he _an 1inh :

1)

ghth uﬁnn = u -u—r
or formed in area eight six four two nine five, heavily
attacked from air, enemy attack did mot materialize.
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In the South the forty fourth and fiftieth Dive
are sctively patrolling with the seventh Armd Div remain-
ing in ressrve,

Total seven bundred forty two Allied Air Sorties
twenty eighth. Coantioued close support of Northern
Oector Ground Operations, also attacks on Axis forward
Ares. Air continved in m defensive role, Total
lxis days casualtips nine destroyed, three
probable, mix damaged. British two fighters missing.

USAAT heavy bombers attacked Navarino Bay in
search of t-l-.- reported southbound. Not located,
attacked threes Italian Cruisers, one H_.t claimed,

Closes for twanty four hundred hours twenty eighth
Dotober .
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From: Loodon |
Tot Nilid

No. 3673, October 29, 1943,

Forward British Egypt easily repelled
Axis tank and infantry at ares three miles
west Tel El Eisa late twenty seventh. Despite
British bombing, Axis armor formed in area eight
miles WEW Tel El1 Eisa counterattacking British
armor late twentyseventh; Axis losses hea

m%m later Axis a cap oae
orward position. Night twentyseventh dash
forward antry position. Reorganizatiom British
forces whole front conducted per plan.

Evening twentyseventh British forward
troops Madagascar reached point aix miles north
Alakamisy, Demolitions bad, weather good.

Signed Hughes
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Day two seven Maltn: GAF made three raids
on merodromes no serious dumage one Wellingtom
one Spitfire damaged on ground, fifty five BSpitfire
one twenty four Axis fightor sorties, three NE nine
damaged one probably destroyed AA one Spitfire
damaged .
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Ho. 36868 oOct 28, 1p42

British bombing Axie concentrations twanty=
sixth prevented counterattacks Northern Sector

Egypt. fire checked forward Axis ens
during nigheinive fire checked forvard Axts progr

Night twentysixth dash tvontyseventh British
farther south uri Eidney Ri five
miles west Tel Bl Makh Ehad, e exploit
further west account heavy antitank fire. fmall
advance made Deir El Dhib mrea to edge Axis Mine-
ﬂ-:d with four Platoon positions one thousnnd yards
weat .

| Southern Bector captured Axis maps supplied
|||| defense works information. Clearsnce second
minefield continues.

Madagascar British advancing three roads account
extensive obstruction on direct Alakamisy road,

Leadi t twelve miles north Alpkamiey twenty
Sours trentysixth, oo corth Alakeaiey

Hughas
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No, Ameme I1632 October 28, 1842

htm-lmnh-mmu“ﬂln!.um

vicinity of Tobruk twemty six October eighteen B dash

twenty four D planes of nine eight Bombardment Group,

esight 'B dash twenty four D planes of First

Bombardeent Group, five B dash seventeen E planes First

Hwhlmlhml:m‘mm-lltﬂ

and totel poundage . For

Aircraft of nine eight group sttacked first from mlti-

tude ten to twelve foot, tem bombing primary

target five thousand tom tanker on which two dirsct

hits four near misses observed, Eight attacked barges

scor opne direct hit. Twelve to fifteen enemy fighters

formation over target one ME one mero nine, two

tified enemy fighters hit snd believed des

% dash twenty fours First Provisionsl Qroup sttacked

&

vext from altitude fourteen thoussnd no hits no near
aisses clsimed. No fighter itiom Wﬂ. B
daash seventeens attacked next alti fourtean

thousand feet no hits or nesr mismes claimed, One
Macchi Pighter sesn, probably destroyed. From these
missions one B dash twenty four and one B dash seventeen
returned early @ud eogine troubls., All our sircraft
roturnsd., B dagh twenty fives of Twelve Medium Bom-
bardeent Group made eighteen sorties, dropped thirty
four thousand totsl poundage of two fifty pound BP

All1éd Fightor sscort shot down two enemy fighters.
Fifty weven Fighter Group made seventy two sorties am
bomber escort fighter bomber smcort snd fighter patrol
missions, PFllots of Sixty fifth mme
¥acchi two mero two, shot down all of them.

Faxwell
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Desert battle to twelve hundred hours October
twenty seventh: Kidney Ridge taken by second
armd Bde and seven motor brigade. High ground
at Munassib, elght eight three two six mero,
captured, B8light sdvance southwest by sscond
new sea And first pouth African Divs. BStrong
counter attack om twenty sixth Australians
repulsed by own defensive fire, For Marshall
from Maxwell moderate t.ni m-lt- 1.- the
northarn mtu- and indio

¥
Panzer Divs nd pinetieth Lt mov closer
to line, Axis Avn restricted twanty meven

| mnd allied air pressed attacks, Large merchant shi
! W@m—[
iﬁ' thres five rero prisoners

cages, about thirty percent vl‘.im'1-.l.lr
| Naxwell

b s fyv-_mf(—&"\L
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- i
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PRIORITTY ™ OED latter, Msz FE'E‘ ¢ (1ha73
201
f':;-i Cairo = Js, TR

Fo. Amsme 2174, Ootober 28, 1543,

At seventeem thirty hours twenty seveath
nuhti.:::. ‘f::tt-. l::d infantry attack om P
Northern British Units, New Zealscd By eith dash

to ressrve.

From NMaxwell for Marshall, armored
counter attacks agninst First Armd Div late
afterncon in area eight wix six two nime five,
Becond attack during evening, Ome British

ttalion ‘:outiu over run, heavy soemy tank
losses with light losses to British armor.
Armd and Fifty First Divs engaged in night dem-
olition of tanks and recovery of own in
area west of Kidney Ridge where heaviest fight-
ing has occurred.
Alr forces effort primarily givem to

close support of Army movements in Northern . Sector
hlw-ﬁunlnpumtmummml.

lines, For air cagualties eighteenm
" ght probable, five damaged against six
British missing, tes
net x. No heavy at on

Action Copy: OFD
Info. Coples: g3 CG AAF Log

CM-1N-11943 (10-28-42) 1553 2 mjc - 162 um‘i&?ﬁ

SONORE o

. THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN
1 LR -

DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 3 /¢4



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

RC 33 |l‘<:c>.'|"‘; 'lﬂlz!;ﬁ;ﬁi‘itifﬂa.zwu

Filed 2230/28
amr

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko. AMBME 2175, October 28, 1542

Eedium B-twenty five bombers flew forty Sorties
on October twenty seven, dropped three hundred pad
twelve bombs each of two hundred fifty pounds on enemy
motor transport, landing grounds, troop comcentrations
fand tapk concentrations. direct
Elsses bhim. For Arno i ey &

orea at Matruh, On direct hits certsin
but one possible on builldings snd meveral ible onos
on supply dumpe top one B-twemty five landed due
direct hit on one engine rasults unknown. Four air-
craft boled Staff Sergeant LL Achay suffered wounds
scalp and srm, Oral report of fighters revealed
destruction three ME one sero nines four CR forty twosm
with four other enemy fighters probably destroved
three damaped,

No Slg
[F""_"r,',rp
Action Copy: OFD Bo. 13

Kl nod grm

e or (H)
Info. Coplem: G-2 ¢ Slay 0, 1599
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CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING.-MESSAGE

Telegram no. 1589 Dated: 10-28-42, 6 p.m.
From: YVichy Bec'd: 10-80-42, 9:28 a.m.

EABAPHRASE (CORRECTION)

M,ﬂ-—-
“wl:l;; r:: g :’mnnnu of this telegram Gr'-/ .

"E8" elemsnts have arrived at Nalhouse and Stras-
bourg and a mountain division, unidentified, has arrived

near Dole. Now tanks from Germany have been received by
the 10th armored divisiom.

Action Copy: G-8 & &~
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aE‘|}

N

WO 5 NOV4

CONFIDENTIAL COPY No. 29
sem A4t AFMA THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date +/ 2]/



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

12t 10102 INCOMING  MESSAGE &1, 100

From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
No. AMSME 2138, Ootober 27, 1842
th Army attack on
tﬂﬁr five l-hﬁ fiven of Twelfth
“ made t morties, dropped
sixty thousand Ndl
on motor arens,
many fires started. For Arnold fros Brereton.
Fo casualtiss to our parsonnel al two planes
l.nhd by antiaircraft.
antisiroraft heavy, fairly
te. cth Fighter Om;d- moventy
two mortles on fighter bomber and escort
l.l—l.nll.
sttacked our formation, our
laxwell
Originator: OFD tonis
i E0. 11040, Bee BE) and KD or (B
Info. M“' G-3 08D Jut '.1_,,-F|E|.i-1
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From: Cairo S
To: Agwar

Fo, AMBNE 2145 oOct 27, 1942

B ] { 1 mnrt attacked
nh-r Iup eight mix a-ul gero two nine five
five nlgkt twenty sixth dash twenty seventh no
report yet of results. First armored Div attespting
break through westward had nd succeeded by evening.
First Bouth Africsn and Becond New Zealand Divs
moved slightly southwest, Bixty Ninth BDE had
not succesded in diskbdging enomy on mouth elevation
of Munassib. One bondred thirty first BDE contiouing teo
clear New Enemy Minefield located n eight seven

two five ﬂ.:- sero. :

T 11 night

¥ fth dash t'ldtr iltti Allied air attacks
concentrated on enemy fo>rward positions in cloae
support to Oround Forces, Axis forward landing grounds
targets of medium and fighter bomber attacks., Lonmg
range fighters during diy hit motor transport and
dentroysd two fuel trucke near Haneish., Enemy air

-

E0. 11662, See, X7) and KD) er (1)
UEL Lae 1972

w J5, “_”FEB 2 1

IH_.___H-

TR ~ copyY No. 29
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WAR DEPARTMENT 1
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER '

ruINCGOMING MESSAGE 1l
To: r \
No, AMBNE 2145 Oct 37, 1943 '.

i-trrm aight le, thirtsesn againat
four p ] missing, DHAAF sctivity took part
in fighter bosber sttacks over 1le

and forward areas with total ninsty sorties,
Bixty fifth dron : d four NC two

N hires xiaiaity ar
chetrvel ih. ve t en fighter s

on over target four hit ABRD probably
destroyed. All aireraft returnsd safely no damage or
casualties reported,

Total one nine mix eight snemy prisomers in
cages at eightesn hundred hours twenty sixth.

Maxwell
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WAR DEPARTMENT
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INCOMING MESSAGE
LCR 2 CCWD
filed 27/10823% October 237, 1942
] 11482

From: Loudoo
To: HILID
Ko 3858 October 27, 13242

Fifty five Spitfire sorties flown against
ong two zero Axis fighter and fighter bombers
Malta day two aix, Takali cratered slight damage
military storeas, thres ME nine destroyed ooe
probable.

GAF activity ipcresased scale Egypt two
Bix, fifteen QGAF aircraft destroyed tem probable
eight damaged. GAF uning q_'l_m hundrads to
ferry suppliea Afriea.
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4 LoR INCOMING MESSAGEN”“,CE:? 1842

tilod 27/1L64E
nd 1233

frre—,

w J5, mmu_.m;d 1973 \ iy J

From: Loodon
To: Bilia

¥o. 5680, Octeber 27th, 1943 e

4 Australinn Fertkero Sector Egypt night

twoptyfifth twentymizth ouccensfully attacked
Anis capturing importaut position west edge Tel
El Eira inflicting nuwsrous casumlties, thanks
to capture marked mep by British patrol. Auie
ivoigtunce silx milen west Tol E1 Makh Khad noi
yetl overcome morning cwontysixth but British
in gontrol other Joenlities that ares mnnd
pirirols active., One hundred Axis tanks attacknd
British Armor afternoon tweatyfifth., Engagemsnt
widecisive and Axis vwithdrew leaving some tankn,
Suceansful British atiack Southern Bector made
on Doir El Muansgib. Reorganization mnd mop-
ping up continua,

indagascar Eritish advanced troops thirty
flve wiles Forth Fianarantson evening twenty
Tifth meeting little opposition except frequent
voad blocks and occanional sniplng. Large scnle
demolition located five miles further mouth,
probably regulring several daye clearing.

e Egypt War Qflice estimatos crust brokrn
ia parth ond all origioal cbjectives captuwred
though additional wine fiolda exist requiring
lafantry sction befors armored forces can ereruts
break through, Associsted antions air activity

having tonie aff Arit

Aughas
Aztion Copy: G=2 EA‘
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER }/

INCOMING MESSAGE

Paraphrase Department of ftate

Telegram no. 1589 Dated: 10-26-432, 6 p.m.
From: Vichy Rec'd: 10-28-432, 9:38 a.m.

Following for Military Intelligence Bervice:

Axis forces on the Desert Front are estimated by offi-
cinl cirbles as followa: < German divisions of which there
are 2 infantry, 1 parachute, 3 armored, 2 motoriged; 17 Italian
divismions as follows: 2 mrmored 11 infantry, 1 air borme in-
fantry, 3 motorized; 1500 mireraft, 700 of which are German mnd
ara in Africa,Crete and Greete; 1000 tanks.

Following from an excellent source:
"§8" slements have arrived at Mulbhouse and Strasbourg

and m mountain division, unidentified, has arrived near Dolx.
Hew tanks from Germany have bean received by ths (*) armorad

divimion.
TUCKE
{*) Omission being serviced.
Action Copy: G-2 EA
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AMBME 3133, October 28, 1943 (Page 3) From: Cuiro

14T Drsentre
to eight eight nine two aslx -h Total one £ ﬂn

ﬂn is prisocoers taken,
character of fighting mmm hava
Axis positions marked by absemce of any mew group

or efforts toward recoscentratiosm as yet.

Maxwell
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WIvAL ELEAGE MAVY DEPARTH
rlrfh1':|.1!uulfl s, [Biled [ RAE N FRITITIRED
TANGIER = | opHav L R
-4 ! | HOUYINE
|-- | ALUSNA LUNDON | BIFERRTD
26 UCT 1942 - —

- 0 wusm moNTY
1658 |5 | EO. 1168 Bee B(E) umd KT o (5} BOUTINI
KRUEGER k| . omeemin e
" MANBON | e 30
IRilE LNCRFISENT FO8 WHIDH MLIL DELIVINT I3 SATISFAETONY.

ROUTED BY LT. SHALL 26151 NCR 5514
will FHDIEATED THIE DEISPATEH WILL BE TRAMIMITTED WYTH DEFENNID FRECIDERCE
W DATE AND TIME DATE TIRE (14}

(OPNAY AND ALUGSNA LUNDON)

RE MY 231?ﬁ§TJ;:ntnus IN TUNIS REPORTS FRUM REL1ABLE
LOCAL DEUXIEME BUREAU SCURCE THAT BUREAU IN FRAMNCE
ESTIMATES GERMANSG ARE INCREASING THEIR AFRICA CORPS
= BY 4 OR 5 DIVISIONS OF WHICH 1 1S ARMURED TU A TOTAL
OF 8 OR 9. INCREASED AFRICA CUORPS WILL COMPRIBE 1
AOTCRIZED 2 UR 3 ARMORED AND 5 INFANTRY DIVIGIONS,
BUREAY IN FRAKCE CSTIMATES THAT ITALIANS S!HCE AUGUST
’ 4 HAYE TRANSPURTED & MEW LIVISTONS TO LIBYA, TUTAL
{NCLUDING 1 OURGANIZED LOCALLY 18 17 CUGPRIBING 3
MUTURIZED 2 ARMURED 5 AUTO TRANSPURTABLE i RaPIDE
AND & INFANTRY. ACCUGHDING TO SGURCES AND OTHER
PREVIOUS INFURMAT ION THESE ESTIMATES OF BUREAU IN
FRAHNCE SEEM HIGH. BOURCE STATES THAT THERE ARE STILL
IATION GR THOUF COUNCENTRATICNS ON TUHIHI&HEU

PAGE 2

labhe original snly. Deliver is communication watch sficer In person.  [See Are 78 (1) NAVREGA)
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261319 NCR 5511

AR MTT

FRONTIER 1F THIS UCCURS WE SHALL RECE!VE IMMEDIATE
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filed 1618,/26 Oot 28, 1042
LB 16378

deaied

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

PRIORITY - !

f;,
5
i
&
1
§
i

sngagements with imconc ¥# Tesults centering
general area eight six eight two nine five.

For Marshall from Maxwell thirteenth corps:
lmnltlmm“ﬂmﬂmmtdﬂt
eight merc two five nins, Devel ts point to
attack Mupassib area while forty fourth div holding
positions over minefields north of Himsimat,

Allied air attacks contimuwed on recent mcale
over enomy forward and battle areas. air
attacks increased particularly over cen Area
ocgupied by fourth Indian div. Eneamy losses seven
destroyed four probable eight damaged., British

losses one missing. #_ﬂy&_’,mhtﬂ:
u-=ﬂntiﬂ-i‘m -mu%
. ]

29
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

No, Amsme 21125, October 28, 1943 From: Cairo Page TWO
hundred msixty.

Escorted shipp off Tobruk attacked
by RAF: one serchant ship hit, exploded; ome

destroyar on fire; four axis sscort t
den . KN also mads on JU f two trans-
sncorted me one hundred . One JU
fifty two F same dumnged, one British
fighter missing. Indications are that motor

will be exhausted by Octobar
-ﬁn and aviation fusl twenty nimth., Axis air
transport has besn given first priority rating
on motor fuel and second on aviation fuel., Enemy
tanker now southward bound and designated as
prime target for allied air attack. Concludes
report to twenty four hundred hours twenty fifth.

Maxwell

Action Copy: OFD
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filed 1830%/26 Oct. ﬂ, 1942
fb 1888

ED. 1100 Eer. 8(E] pnd g T ar (E)
OSD letter, Moy 8, 1072

& 35 smawFEB 201973

observed on tanks, motor vehicies and gun lem-—
ment. For Arpold from Brereton. Epemy f1 m
position light; antimircraft heavy; severa m -
craft holed, Pilot wounded when antisireraft burst ;
holed sircraft knocked ome emgine out forced down
behind cur linea. As bomber escort fightera and
ﬂ:ltu- bombers Fifty SBeventh Group made one zero

t morties. Hits on tenke and wmotor wvehicles.

¥ tvo minor engegencuts with enemy fighters with-
out m rosults except one our airorsaft slight-

ly damaged.
Maxwall
Action Copy: OPD
Infe. Copies: G-2
CG AAF
LOG
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INCOMING MESSAGE Shos

LCR 2
Filed 28/1115 et 33
e 1t 113a =

From: London
To: HILID

Kumber 3651, October 26, 1942

During day. two five GAF made five attacks
Eelta: most hombe Jettisoned some om Luga and
Hal far mo serious damege, one mix zero Axig
fighter and fighter bombers eix five Spitfire
vorties, one ME nine destroyed one probsbl e
two destroyed AA, one Spitfire lost ome Beaufighter

destroyed on ground,

Hughes
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

1 e INCOMING MESSAGE cm
ofg ﬂ-ﬂi

From: London
To: Nilid Washiogtom DC

Ro. 3852 ‘0ot 28, 19432

Axis counter attack extreme north repalled
twentyfifth and British mopped up final sctive,
Axis Air and Artillery delayesd passage British Armor
thru w eventually completed. (me
British Brigade engaged German tanks five miles
Yest Tal El Marh Khad, No Armored battle to ;
sero six mero mero hours tweatysizth., In BSouth British
Armored formation megotiated gaps im Axis mimefield
but anti tank gunfire, thirty Oerman tanks bull down mnd
Artillery hald up further advance,

Madagascar British forward troops reached forty
ons miles North Fianarastsoa night tweatyfourth,
Road blocks frequent.

Hughes.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMSME 2098, October 25, 1842

Delay Iln starting the battle at El Alemein
wan due to delay in gainming all out mir supsriority.
Tims of attack was left to The General and
Air Chief Marahal Tedder. Intensified mir operations
have continued for three days longer than expected,
Attack started at twenty two hundred hours twenty
three October. (Te Arnold from Brereton) enemy aircraft
to relnforce this theatre are imsediately available
in Bicily and Greece and can oparate against it from
Crete, RAT will make all out attempt to saintain alr
supsriority during course of actlion.

Marwell
|
FEB 2 |
Action Copy: OFD 3 FEB 201973
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filed 285/15152 October 25, 1942
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E0. 11653, Soe. B aed 2TH e [T

DED Jedier, May & 1072

w 98 uaFEB 2 jo59
PRIORITY
From: Cairo
To: AGWAR
Fo AMSME 3118 October 25, 1942

At sixteen twenty five hours October twanty
fourth tenth Armd Div operat on Mitelriya Ridge.
Beventsen fifty five hours ninth Australian Div
was counter at on its left, repulsed by de-
fensive fire while fifty first Div completed mopping
up and advanced to f objective,

(From Maxwell for Marshall) Central Sector
one fifty first Brigade reported considerable motor
movemsut at dusk sast to west along
Alinda track from point eight seven six two six
four,

In the Bouth thirteenth Corps continued
clsaring operations in enemy mines fislds area eight
eight two two five mix., Allied mir operations
concentrated on close ground support of attacking
forces with targets gun emplacements motor transport
tanks, particularly those near mine fisld gaps while
British armor penetrating these, ltrnwtulmut
::r; encountered esarly in the ﬁjrt::: ‘1 I‘M‘};:ﬁ

ile tendency of enemy to concen 8 improved ad
Rir targets, Near Himeimat fighter bomber support of
Freach attack hit eighteen enemy tanks, three on fire,
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m sgtivity was sntirely defensive and of a

+ Axim nircraft losses one destroyed
coe against own losses eleven aircraft but
four pilots and two crews safe, Total nine hundred
fifty three sorties, Allied losses chiefly result of
antiairoraft fire. USAAF participated in all opera-
tions, Five missions with fifty four sorties by
the twelfth Bombardment Group, Fifty sevey pursuit

spor
and tanks, GSoms damage to planes by antiaireraft
fire, no casualties one B twenty five plame force
landed behind own lines,
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Susmary of British Desert offensive up to fifteen
bundred hours October twenty fourth. An intensive ar-
tillery bombardment for twenty minutes by eight hundred
fn.ﬂr.t-‘fmm each precesdsd the at-

ack st twenty two bundred- n'hrnfontnhrtm-
ty third. The Pirst Armored Div on the right and Tenth
Armored Div on the left moved westward from their po-
sitions Socuth of Alemein Station, The mine fields were
successfully cleared and by zero three three zero hours
hl::Ltmur first objectives were reached. [nfantry
att were made due westward by Ninth Australiasn Fif-
ty first Highland Second New and and First South
African Divs., By =zero five three zero hours the objec-
tives of these attacks were rasached except for the first
Bouth Africam and l':l.!t:tﬂm mﬂtiﬂﬂh were hl: up by
at nte. The Fifty LT r itieon
Tromfne tna six Tour b1y, earked by DIti BARd.to band
fighting and heavy casualties onm both sidea, At zero
#ix threes zerd hours Second New Zealand Div reported through
nu:z positions and deployed beyond. By ten bundred hours
thirtieth Corps line approximately eight six seven two
oine nine, eight six eight two nine mixz, eight six nine
twe nine three, eight seven two two nine one, eight seven
six two eight -*E:;I:Int seven six two eight five. The
First and Tenth d Divislons penetrated beyond anemy
defenmes and reported mt mreas eight six three two nine
soeven and eight six five two eight eight respectively"

2 In the Central Bector pressurs was exerted at "
all poipts with Fourth Indian Division penstrating first
enemy mine field along Ruweisat R1 to point eight
seven #ix two seven nine and encountering heavy defen-
sive fire, At mzero thres three meroc hours ia the south-
ern Bsctor the First Fighting French Brigade penetrated
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mine field south of Himeimat and reeched eight seven
six two four nine by zero five twenty five hours.
Seventh Armored Division delayed by machine gun and
anti tank tions met strong resistance from enemy
protected by mine fields u-uug: aight zero two
ﬂn four dash ml.lht elght zero five sight.
llh". h was st ¥ counterattacked
lu ares el eight six two™
!m aight whﬂ actionncontinues. No changes in
eneny positions are reported and his armor remuins
in two principle groups with fifteenth Panzer and
Littorio DMMvisions at eight six zero three zero zero,
threatened by first and th Armored Divisions while
twventy first Panser and Ariete Divisions are grouped
west of Gebelkalakh, Light British naval forces made
a diversionary shore raid near mm. m -l.th hlﬂ
m- nl:r attack ﬂthﬂr m“ ik o
61 L [ " ]

tr nm pﬂ-um tlhtn mrmttﬂ.-tu :ttttm
sullen and depressed. Main observations of early phase:

' 'th_ﬂ%t_ﬂ_m fully reilized by the
the elaborate methods use to achlieve this .
Axim ha ected the attack in the msouth and w able

to anticipate the Northerm thrustdue to extensive camou-

flage methods and virtual denial of enemy air reconnais-

sance during the last five days; s the « liti
L] tration of enemy by the tml

p:r.nhlb_:r_m to the use of npew tank mm_,m;__!_n_ur

loyed by wall trained crews and supported by heavy
Rl due Gt B e
wel o attac ong ne;
the m“n A is well locsted to keep the L‘

Axis srmor separated; f{ifth, ixrrovement was ‘shown
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For Marshall from Maxwell because of unfavorable weathsr
conditions over Benghawri, Tobruk, and Crete .duy '

Rt

JL.T : 1 & hundred seventy five
- Italisn two hundred ninety medium and fifteen light,
Enemy motor transport an’. fuel situation appears oritical
¥ith despsrate efforts to replemish supply of 30th.
Estimated he now had three days supplies at normal op-
“ltiﬂlﬁr!“! of consumption.
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Day two four Malta: Ope two four Axis Fighter
Sorties some with boabs, no serious damage to Aerodromes,
one Axis Fighter destroyed one destroyed ons
ME nine destroyed A A, one Bpitfire destroyed two
Spitfire one Beaufighter damaged on ground, helght
and cloud cover umed by GAF,. -

Egypt two three GAF activity defensive ooly.
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a British foroes ﬂtnm‘lﬂtm Bsctor supported

anks captured first ob
hours twenty fourth, final objective zero five thres
Zaro Other

thres and one half miles west of Tel

t four and ome half miles mouthwest of

dash ive miles west southwest of Tel

1 Makh Khad dash thence ¥ southonst pass south
1 Miteiriys to one mile southeast Dadr

= .ltmm-mnmulmpu-t armored forces

engaged with forty five Axis tanks in sres west south west

Central Bector: British on Ruweisat Bidge raided
West Wards to point six two { one mile south sast Deir

Bouthern Bector: British advanced penetrating Axis
minefialds meveral places, armored slemsnts pessing through
Eips. Advanced elements resched three miles West Qaret
#l Himeimat by xzero five two five hours twenty fourth,
Axis machine guns and AT positions located in foremost mine
fields delayed other British this sector, and second Axim
minefield presented difficulties. British who had advanc-
od West Qaret ol Hinmeimat heavily counter sttacked by Axis
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tanks early twemty fourth and forced to withdraw.
British continwed mopping up between first and sec-
ond Axis minefields during morning.

¥ar Office reports no apparent regrouping Axis
forcea to meet sttack, One sixty fourth Oerman and Tremto
Divisions im area main British effort,

Madagascar British forward troops reached thirty
five miles Scuth Ambositra evening twemty third en-
countering some French resistance.there. Eoad blogks
delaying advance.
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From: EDDY (ALUSNA TANGIERS)
For Action: OPNAV, ALUBMA, London
Number 231705 NCR 3836

(To OPHAV and ALUSNA London)

Following summary deted Ootober 12 of Axis forces under Rom-
mel comes from both and doubtful sources Doolittle and
in general agrees with ideas of French Steff Tumis. Afrika
Corps comprises 18th Armored Division under Nehriug, and 00th
Motorized Divimion and since June-July 99th Motorized and

104 or 164 Infantry Divieion Itslians pravisoualy had the
20th Armored Corps which was 113 Armored Oraricts Division,
Motorized 101 Tremting, 102 Trieste, 17th Orpavia Infantry
Division and 25th or Bologna Infantry Division there have
been reinforced by new Armored Littorio Division. 2let Motor-
ired, Parman, Pistoia, and Sabratha Infantry Divisions.

Estimated total of 1000 tacks of which 700 are rein-
forced mark 4.

It is said that new American B7 MM anti tank gun
pisrces best armor at 1800 to 2000 meters.
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Malts day two three: seventy five -pl.tﬂ.r- Tareli —

sorties flown against one seven one Axis f AGLRaLE
ors, bombs dropped near Taksl -
m, one spitfire lost, one ME-pine. destroyed-three /
damaged two destroyed t-; AL par im BAT
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Eighth Army concentratioms for attack were
completed by dawn October tweaty third. An armored
concentration was made on the road from E1 Alemein
station mouthward to two eight mero North grid, For
Marshall from Maxwell New Zealand Division moved
forvard to same area. Main armor concentration was
made east of Himeimat, PFirst attack at two two sero
zmerc hours October wnhmmmvzw
preceeded by twenty intense artillery fire
and second attack now procesding against Himeimat.
During the day tweatythird air attacks on enemy for-
ward areas were intensified. Total four hundred
thirty nime fighter Borties made by Allied mircraft.
Clear cut allied air superiority over forward eneamy
area, with Axis aircraft pinned to a defensive role,
precesded the attack., Pressnt aim of attack is to
keep Axie armor separated, with Aimeimat an immediate
objective. British dispositions for attack being
sent,
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The intensive air attacks against forward
positions and supply lines continued on Oo r twenty
second, During the night twenty first dash twenty mecond
British medium bombers concentrated on landing grounds
and tent aress around Daba and Fuka, MNumarous bomb
burets among disparsed airoraft and ground {netallations.
At the same time combined United States and British
havy bombers attscked Mavems Alrport im Crete.

Gaven fires started and much black smoke resulted.

For Marshall from Maxwell during the day combined
medium bombers with fighter escorts sttacksd Axis
forward landi grounds Covda Motor Transport and camp
locations. Thirty ME one hundred nines attscked for-
mation, one shot down by escort. Two direct hits, near
misses on grounded siroraft seen, observation duhcult
on sccount of elouds.

Further in the reoar RAF straffed road communications
between Matruh and Sollum, fuel and transport trucks
blown up and other vehicles laft burning.

Enemy air operations continued on = puraly defensive
basis. Days results; enamy sircraft six destroyed, six
probable, three damaged; British losses six 'l.tll-i%.

One United States fighter forced down behind own 1 nes,
u:l}!lhnt, five missing, one Btwenty five damaged, landed
] v.

Above completes fourth u{ of ilntensive air attacks
oo epemy forward and rear positions. 3
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(To OPNAY and ALUSNA London) i

Follow Bummary dated Oct. 12 of Axis Forces under
Rommel comes om both and doubtful sources Doolittle*
and in genersl agrees with ideas of ¥French Staff Tunims.
Afrika Corps comprises 15th Armored Divieion, 21st Armored
Division under Fehring, and 90th Motorized Division and since
June-July 89th Motorized and 104 or 164 Infantry Divieion.
Italisne previously bad the 20th Armored Corpe which was
113 Armored Orariste Division, Motorired 101 Trentino,

102 Trieete, 17th Orpavia Infantry Division and 25th or
Bologna infantry Division therg have been reinforced by

new Armored Littorio Divieion, Z2lst muut:w Pistoin,
and Sabratha Infantry Divieions. Estimated of 1000
tanks of which 700 are reinforced Mark 4. W
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Enemy grounds attacked at eleven
twenty five hm: m :r six' g
dash tr J. each of eight two, eight

nuutiu,m;lm!mdlmmumluu
nt {Ilﬂ safe, From Ramat David and m

B twen : 4 ]
SoEbey Bomo “Shipbing Benghast Berber.
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From: London
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No. 36835, Ootober 23, 1842
Axis Egypt contimding fortification Northerm

Soctor and showing no indieations offensive intentions
panr future,
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Fo. 3634, October 23, 1943

Axis continued use of high flying formationm in
attacls on Malta Day two two, German and Italian fighters
sscorted fighter bombers adwvantage taken of cloud cover in
attacks on Takali Hal Far Arebdromes. In five raids
bt B ﬂ:::trqod m‘mﬁh s iroyed” elant

. arm one hﬂd
ulpﬂﬂﬂlm,mllniuhtrﬂrll , Lugm
1 temporarily unserviceable.

GA¥ offensive Egypt day two one: isolated attacks
on EAF forward landing grounds and some attacks on British
pouthern sector.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. ANSME 20768, October 23, 1942

British offensive mtarted two two mero Eero
houra for Marshall from Maxwell October twenty
third Western Desert.
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From: Cairo

To: AGWAR, Washingtom, D. C.

for 1=mmmm:m

uu-:m mmm{tﬂﬂtw::hl
m:‘mﬁln ﬁ-‘hmm:ﬂl
umt“lmum:nmm
on landing tventy ome at twelve -tnnhlﬂ.,
ono large fire and smoke observed mo direct hits ob-
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filed 1585z/322 Oet 22, 1942
LB 18062

To: Hilid Wi/

No. 3631, October 33, 1942. /
g Egypt: Trieste Ddvision has withdrawn to E1 Daba

Ares and seventeenth Pavia m“tr;rmﬂnu replaces
Trieste Division in ienth Corpa ipolin Bpenxzim Alr
Landing Unit now in Ia:: but lacks equipment, its eight
thousand flown mcross Nediterranean

ml
and equipment coming by trmpnrt Axis 1y
tion ﬂill trans-
port, - nl.

Russian Marines rud-d in Notouski Gulf might
October seventeen dash eighteen, results unkmown.
Believed Germans may attack Leningrad when :rmd
frozen emocugh to support tank operatioms.

0ffice source,

From: A London : /W‘P) o‘%ﬂl Vi
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From: Cairo W\
To: AQGWAR /

Fo. ANBNE 2048 Oct 33 1942

Prisoner of war information indicates that on
ocoasions between Bidi Barrani and Matruh JU eighty seven
planes are seen towing gliders. This ties im with aircraft
cbservation reported our mmber two thousand four south of
Crete. This of warfare may well appear in any im-
pendi on,

Maxwall for Marshall Trieste Division moved

From
to Dabe Aria at point eight four three three ons two.

Following ememy locatiom changes relisbly reported:
Italian, seventh Lupi De Toscana Division moved from
Catanmaro to Bavons about end of August. Possibly for
training before overseas departure but no conformatiom of
this) Italisn Division thirty six Forli from Thessaly Oreece
to Northern Attica. Some indications that Forli and
Eleventh Brennero Divisiom, now Sovthemst of Attica, may
be preparing for overseas departure.
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From; Cairo to AGWAR mo ANSME 2048 Oct 23 1943 page 2

At Molai Airport im Crete thers is reported
heavier tr aotivity than since invasion of

|M.l-t run to five hundred German troops
per day arriving . in that area from the morth.

Naxwell
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2303722 Oct 232 1942
22372

mid sctivity desex
¥  rolling and . A 1 " " KT}
ohae: mu“uﬂtm WE 5.

Night of tieth twenty first EAF bombed dock installitions
Tobruk. Alsc continued air attacks on enemy forward

landing grounds., This continued during the with

moderate success due to over cast. fighter opposition
was stroog. Enemy aireraft one ; two probable ,
oight damaged. Against two British fighter missing,

one fighter
bomber attmck on our lam m H scattered Sorties

over Southern Bector where British armored cars hit.
Result of straffing roads near Matruh eight ememy trucks
destroyed some with fuel cargoes.

D8AAF attempted raid Bénghazi with eighteen B

twventy four aircraft, unable locate target due to complete
overcost. From Maxwell to Marshall bombed forward encmy
landing grounds large fire observed, no direct hita. Also
bombed enemy tent area along coast many hits among tents |,
Heavy enemy anti aircraft encountered., Three ME one hundred
nttacked. One wounded by anti aircraft fire, no to
pPlanes. U8 fighters made thirty nine operatiomal Sor oN, no
damage observed or damage to our aircraft,

Maxwell
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From: Cairo
Te: AGWAR

Ho.  ANSME 2036, October 33, 1942

ltmmtmmmmmm
-h!hﬂtm'munﬂtr!nm-hlml

twenty fives anu Bquadron of Twelve Bombardment
Group attacked enemy ground eighteen from nine
twont

“ ; 1lightTy damag or AFASlO T¥o
irereton. Uperitlon carried o ointly with two three tw
wing and two three nine wing. At twelve twenty five hours
lulﬂnhntrﬂmtr-nﬂtrtwlmﬁum-u
B dash twenty fives from four thros four Bquadron attescked

saventeen and eighteen from t thousand
m-n ﬁl’gz tventy two tho-.::ﬂmd
l.n.h-t:.::— fuse P on T E

- ot _hite destro n1pT pear mi

mero nines ovar
lapding ground eighteen our gunners shot down two, 8Six
our aircraft slightly damaged, mo casunlties, Ovorcast
provented location ts for five B damh seventean E
vlanes which sought attack shipping Tobruk. One returned
with bombs engine troubla, one jettisoned returned oxygen
trouble, three bombed Bardis Boad result not cbaerved,

saxwell
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From: m
To: Hilid

No. 3827, Octobar 23nd, 1942,

Day twenty ome Malta: GAF carried out six
attacks involving One Ninety F r sorties
some with bomba oms fighter one pro-
bably destroyed, fifty six Spitfire sorties mo
loss: cloud cover used by large nusber ME
nines forced to jettison bomsbs, mo serious
damage to Takall and Luqa mirdromes.

e
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From: Loodon
Toy | FRET.]

No: 3621 Oot 31, 1942

British patrol metivity night e th ninetesnth
discibdsed one Horthern arem ﬂlurlmllll-.
hern ares penetrated several mileam., Ninetesnth

quist,

British moving south Asbositra tured several
positions includimg Ivatoe ninsteenth plus one hundred
thirtyfour Europeans three hundred fiftythree Malagache
consifarsble:ma

toriel,
Bughbes
e (E)
3 FER o nid
Action Copy: G-2 E"/q" be 95, mabe Li__,;j.
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From: Caire
To: AGWAR
No. ANSME 2011, October 21, 19432
Quiet ground continues on the Western Desert

through October twemtieth, @8light ensmy motor

movement noted in Northern Bsctor, Btuka dive bombing
attack repulsed by Bouth African antimircraft firs. For
Marshall from Maxwell Allied air pressurs over forward

Axis areas continues, ummmlmtg‘mﬁ
sapscially, For the second consecutive day 8 activity
bas been on an increased scale, The snemy air has been
confined to a defemsive role m-gt for one mmall fighter
bomber BSortie on British forward anding ground. Dispersed
Axis mircraft, supply points, rail and road transportation
ars particnlar targets. Enemy fighter resistance is sharpar .
Axis losses in aircraft sizteen destroyed, ome probable, five
hnz::t British loss sleven fighters, one medium bomber.
Brit medium bombers attacked Tobruk report able hit
and near misses. U B aireraft attempted att on Tobruk,
waather prevented location of target, thres aircraft bombed
Bardia Road without cbserved results.

Maxwell
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From: London
To ¢ Nilid

Ho, 3620, October 21, 1943

GAF pctivity Malta day twenty: High flying
formations of fighters used, three attacks made
by seventy ME nines some carrying bombe cloud cover
used in attacks on Tekali and Luga aesrodromes, Luga
{emporarily unserviceable from bombs on ruoway no
sarious damage, twenty six Spitfire Sorties flown
one Spit damaged interceptions difficult due cloud
cover and height of Awim fighters,

Hughen
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From: Cair a73
Tor  AGWAR b

Numbar AMBME 3004, October 20, 1042

There is no report om ground activity
desert froat October nimetesnth other than
customary patrolling.

For Marshall from NMaxwell in the l.l.r“thn
was a stepped up attack on enemy forward positions
in the Dmba mnd Fuks areas, This started during the

October eighteenth dash nineteenth and
included as targets supply train, blown up, and
five cars burning, also enemy landing and
alr force facilitiss. Fires were started and bombs
seen to fall among aircraft and tents., There warse
also fighter bomber attacks on Axis gun positions,
motor transport and tents im the Northern and Central
Bagctors. FYurther im the Tear British air attacks
wore directed I.r].-‘t rail and road transportation
around Matruh with damage to locomotiwe, freight
cars, fuel truck apnd troops in trucks. Five snamy
planes probably destroyed two damaged: ome British
plane missing enemy air operations defensive.

Commsunications schoomer set om fire south of

Crete and in the same area thirty two of fifty two
planes, few tow gliders, were encountered. Ons enemy
1lane aﬂtrmd one damaged one British plans damaged.

Five B twenty four American bombers attaciked

Harbor, Two merchant ships, one over six i
thousand tons received direct hits. Very light mpti
aircraft fore was encountered and & single attack by
ME ome hundred nine was unsuccessful.

All planes returned safely. There wore no
casualtios nooe damaged.

Haxwell
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Filed 2348/20 Oct. 91, 1943
ACM 00:32 2

From: Cairo
To; AGWAR

No, AMBME 1984, October 30th, 1942,

Attack on enemy landing ground made by five B
twenty fives of Eighty Thres adron and six B
twventy fives of Four Four Squadron Twelfth
Bombardment Group October nineteen in combined
operation with twelve Baltimore bombers of Two
Three Two Wing RAF. Our mircraft dropped twenty
one seven hundrad and fifty pound gp bombs from
sltitude eight thoussnd five bundred feet. BSeveral
Bunll fires ona very large fire observed as result
three direct hits on aircraft seversl near mismes
in tent area. All mircraft returned safaely no
casualties, For Arnold from Brereton. Shipping
Tobruk Herbor sttacked by five B twenty D mircraft
Ninety Eight Bombardment Group. Direct hits ob-
ssrved oo at least two merchant vessels one of which
believed over six thousand tons. Very light anti-
mireraft ition encountered one ME ome =zerc nine
approached formation fired cannon shots but put
of range., All aircraft returned safely no casusltiss,

Maxwell
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Filed 20/11152 October 20, 1542
acn : 12247
From: London J
To: NILID | Y

Fo. 3815 October 20, 1942

NHight oighteen: twenty bombers attacked Mal-
ta from great Iulft little damage one JU elghty
ui:t demaged. te day nimeteen: axie mircraft

uine attucks copsisting of two twenty six
fighter morties mostly ME nines some with bombs
and forty bomber sorties, ome twenty four Spit-
fire sorties flown, two JU @ ny:.gitr eights damaged
one fighter probably destr threa damaged
one Bpit domaged, attecks made from mlt Iul.:lt
little domnged resulted.

Air Chief Marshal Freeoman to be axecutive for
Map, Medhurst replaces Preeman, Inglis replaces Med-
hurst.

Hughes

.-' D letier :|'.._:.:. .1 L'J'..li
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From: Cairo P & - it /(
To : AGWAR I

ANMSMEI 1981, October 19, 1942

There are no operations by Ameriocan or
Sritish Adr Forcen, or ground activity to report
on desert front October eighteenth. For Marahall
from Maxwell reference your AWSME one three throe
five following summary enemy sir activities Malta
und Egypt: eix days ending October sixteenth has
s@gen very heavy aod continuous mir attacks on Halta.
The enemy have carried out between two hundred and
three hundred sorties daily ccosieting of eight to
twolve JU eighty eights escorted by fifty to one
tundred fighters ME one hundred nine and ¥C two
hundred two. Results as follows: eonemy casunltios:
ninety two destroyed, thirty five probable, one
bundred nine damaged, British: Pifteen demtroyed,

forty damsged. To carry out thim air “it‘ the
an have moved a seven reraft th

[ ] plue
rendered their forward
alrdromes useless, enemy air sctivity om western
desert has been oo a reducad scnle consisting
chiefly of small fightoer patrols, fighter bomber
raids and regular recce of the Delta area. Our
Mr Porces have taken advantage of the situationm
and bombed and strafed forward ares continuously
ioflicting severe damage on pirdromes, airzraft,
dispersed motor transport, camps, gun emplacements
and supply troiom. HReguler reports enemy alr
activity will be furnished as requested.

Haxwell
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From: Loadom
To: Milid

Bo. 3807, October 19th, 1843
Is five attacks on Malta day eighteen

Axis flew two six four sorties, two

#pltfire sorties attempted interception, two

ms nime destroyed one le three damaged,

two spits destroyed., All attacks made from

!ﬁ altitude which made im ioms difficult,
le dasages from bomba, In ta raids Axis

Bughes
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filed 1446Z/18 Oct 18, 1943
LB 19212

From: Cairo

Tot AGWAR
Fo. Amsme 1084, October 18, 1843,

Activity on the ian Froomt October
seventeenth was limited to,from Maxwell for Marshall,
normal British patrols in the Korthern Bector and
l:::- Air Reconnaissance over Battle Area by both
L] ‘

Maxwell
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filed 1020Z/18 mnu e
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From: London B 11654, Bae 9 nnd B[O} or (B

To: Milid 08D Joer Moz B0 0 aho73
No. 3604 October 18, 1942 gl

Land Egypt nothing but patrols.

Air activities restricted by weather but Tobruk
and Daba land ground and enemy motor transport
bombed night fifteenth and day sixtesnth,

Attacks on Maltm contimued day sixtesnth but on-
1y slight military damage, Enemy lost seven probably
eix more and fourteen damaged, Brit lomst saven fight-
ers,

Eadagascar cperations continue., Hoads repaired
fod @ome progreas Southward, Brit took over thres
hundred priscners at Antsirabe,

Hughes
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM

No. 1543 Dated: October 17, 1942, € p. m.
From: Vichy Bec'd: October 17, 1942, 6:20 p. m.

¥e bave learped from s Source, considered reliable,
that the Germans are being urged to move into North Africa
prior to such sction by the Anglo-Baxons by some French
Collaborationist politicians in Paris.

The Germans expscted to effect the removal of oil
refineries equipment remaining in the occupied area. It
has been stated by the Germans that this eguipment i=
eamential for they are building a large refinery in the
Ckraine. HRather than deliver the nt to the Germans
the French directors of the oil compan would prefer its
destruction by bombing

Tuck
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From: Cai
To: dgua FEE 2 0973

No. Amsme 1038 oOct 17, 1842 e

A st of the preseant situstion on the Alemein Front
brings out fol considerstions, which will affect
the type and length of the ed battle: Both sides
have had three months in which to prepare their present
positions, snd to consolidate them in depth. Twoe or pro-
bably three dafenmive 'ﬁutim axist on both sides., Be-
cause of the Terrain Axis position is the stronger,
defensively, of the two. Both positions are dominsted by
the central ridge rumning nesrly east spd west, The normal
type of demert action im not to be sxpected here, as a war
of movement is impossible until one or the other is driven
out of his entrenchments., Wire and mine fields are extens-
ively used by both sides. ATtillery snd sntitank guns are
more numerous that would be expected from the units engaged.
For Marshall from Maxwell both sidesa have mecure flanks,
which further restricts the war of movemeat. Tha &
have made landings from the sea, sand this bhas the
dxis sware of their porth flank. Certsin troops are dis-
posed to the resr becsuse of this threat. The Axis has
sttempted s mes borne sttack on a small mcale, but this
threat is not serious emought to be s concern of Elghth
irmy: other units in resr would meet it. The south flank
is not mo secure to eithér side; the Allies have driven
frmored Cars in the Quatara depresaion, and have sent desert
Botorized Forces completely sround it. These facts have
contributed to the mﬂ; of Axis Forces, mostly Italism,
in the rear, which d be used to advantage st the fromt,
The presence of Allled Force in the Kufra Omsis slso im-
mobilizes small Axis forces in Jalo snd Benghszi spnd Biws,
The amount of amsunition needed for am attack or defense im
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Page 2
From: Cairo To: Agwar No. Amsme 1938 Oct 17, 1842

much grester than for m war of movement, and here the Allies
are expected to have an sdvantage. The Axis Forces show
algns of shortages, end may be very short If the initial phase
lasts for serveral days. The Allles have short lines of

¥; those of the Axls are much longer, include a water

made costly by submarine snd sir sttscks, and depend
upon motor transport, which is probably not availsble in
sufficlent guantity. It ie likely that the Axls Porce will
be very short of many essentisl items of supply, even in-
oluding food and water, if the battle last s long time, because
of their transportation problems. Weather may well be a
factor. Dur Octobsér there is a ibility of short but
heavy raln fall slong & cosstal strip of the demert forty
miles desp. After the first of November the probability of
rainfall is increased. [}esaert mmd and pools formed from
large shedding aress have proven complete obatscles to wheel
or tracked equipment snd may repressat major tactical pro-
blems. The initisl phase of the expected battle will make
hesvy demands on the Alr Forces svailable to each mide.
Here again the Allies have sn sadvantage, both in numbers
of sircraft, and in supplles needed to make them effective,
Shertage of avistion fuel may be a decimive factor in keeping
the Axis planes on the ground, and here the Axis can be
relnforced gquickly from other fromts by aireraft, but not by
aviastion supplies. But planes of certsim typem can operate
over the battle front fron Crete, snd may do so if needed and
available. In pusbers tha Allied Forces have s decided sd-
vantage, but thelr troops are not of egual value. They vary
from the wall trained Austrslisn and New Zealsnders, with
high morale, to,  the expirienced South Africans, whose mormle
spproaches demorslimation. In between are the troopa from the
Tnited Eingdom, who have s good morsle but are not generally
experienced in desert warfere. The Axis Forces sre slso not
composed of troops of equal wvalue., The Gearmans are expected
to bear the brunt of the ¥ighting, and the Allied Forces
seem to expect the Italisns to surrender st the first opportunity.
However, im the recent enjsgement batween the forty fourth
Division snd the Itslisns, with some German troops present,
the Folgore Division fought well. It i=s probable that the
amount of srmor present, ind the skill with which it is usad,
will have considerable eflect on the resulta of the coming
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battle. The same may be said of artillery. In both, the
Allies have sn m':t: ' ‘::E 1:t is this l:;'lmﬂ i:nt
#ill probably . wﬂ [
recent meetings of the two forcea, the Allies have learned
how to use these weapoma, or, at i-ll:. how pot to use
them, and maybe expected to make the most of thelr super-
iority. Changes in lﬂ.tu::-.tit Commsnd snd well down the
line are sxpected to mhow ts profiting from past
experience. From the above it may be cted t the
coming battle will be hard fought at t -hflu : that
there will be considarsble losses on both sides: that sn
initial phase of tremch warfare may last for ss much as two

veoks: that san Allied break
That the retreat of the Zxis Force will be disastrous for

the Italisps, snd only partismlly succeasful for the
Jermapns: That the Allied Forces will secure Benghami in
#bout one month after the start of the battle: And that
destruction of the Axis Forcea will depend upon the skill
with which the phasea of the battle are handled by the

unit commanders of the forwsrd elements, snd the sbility of
these unite to keep the supply problems, incident to raplid
wovement , under reasonsble coatrol.
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From: New Delhi
To: AGWAR

No Aquilm 6041 E Ammimca Aquila 5 843 E Oct 17, 1042

Operations from Dinjan October fourteenth (tp
AGWAR from Bissell information copy Ammisca) two P
forties on reconnaissance wission over Bhamo nine seven
degrees one four minutes: two four degrees one mix
minutes Myltkyina two five degrees two three minutes
Ciloy nine seven degrees two four minutes mrea expended
6ix rero gero rounds fifty caliber amsunition on aneny
barracks at Lonkin nine six degrees two two minutes!
twa five degrees three seven minutes reasults unobgerved.
Heavy AA fire encountered over Myitkyina,

Fo sig
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Axzis tank strength now estimated German two
hundred fifty, Italian two hundred eighty five,
plus fifteen light., Effectiveness of heavy
bomber attacks on Ihl.p:pl.:g shown by results now
known that out of three shipments of ten tanks
each one ship beached off Corfu, one ship sunk,
one ship partly nmunk Benghari Harbor., For
Marshall from Maxwell rumors and prisoner of war
‘ ntories persist concerning Hommals sahssoce and

possible relief from North African Command. Also
evidence that Ceneral Bastick in Rome since Oot-
oher first, Enemy intentions slong these lines
thought to be for confusion. Speculation as to
saving either Commander from Onus of withdrawal
or unsuccessiul mction though attractive, im not
now supported by facts,
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Due to violent dust storm over entire

isn frent Cairo snd Delta areas, October
sixzteen, there was no Ground or air sctivity,
For Marshall from Mszwell combined American and
itish heavy bomber attack was attempted againet

hant ahi i i
L] [ [] + All ailrera axcep
eight from ovisional Group forced to turn
back by westher. Planes dropped bombs over target
area but observation of results imposmible.
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On lamd ‘tﬂt enemy hﬂﬁu! defensive works northern
ssctor and mctive patrols who ront .,

Brit air continues attacks from Malta anmd t on
enemy sh ,» Tobruk, camps and motor trs and
raillway at 85141 X1 Rahman,

Enemy air sctivity Egypt moderats sonle.

Agaipst Malta snemy made five attacks day fifteenth
totaling two bundred fifty sorties. MNalta fighters mads
one bundred ten sorties same day destroying fourtsen pro-
bably destroyed four and damaged thirteen, Brit lost
four destroyed nine damaged, Night fifteenth and morning
sixtesnth two enemy siroraft destroyed thres probably and
:::‘r damaged for loss of three spitfires destroyed and two

ged.

As result racent operstions againat Malta enemy using
greatly inoreased fighter protection for bombers also
using bomb carrying ME one merc nines,

Bigned Hughes
END GHES
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O - R TT T T
Brit aircraft from Egypt attacked enemy shipping

mthqtluﬁ:l and Tobruk harbor night thirteenth

sod day four th with estimated success, Same time

eneay motor tramsport Sollum area also heavily bombed,

Enemy fighter bombers active over Southern Sec-
tor battle area and Eufra landing ground also bombed,

Axis air attacks om Malta continue despite me-
vere losses and in latest attacks fighter protection
AVerAges tin.nr bombor, Evident 8 have largs
accumnlation pping probably with reinforcemsnts
for Rommel ready move North Africa and feel must
neoutralize Malta air base before can move.

Belioved here Rommsl back Egypt.

—_-Z-—:—_—_..__"__-.-._

No land activity Egypt.

In ll.d:,n-ou Brit overcame Fremch resistance
Just north Ambositra night thirteesth and have
entered town vhere situation reported guiet,

On Rusa fromt moth to repert north
ingrad, At Btalingrad '_ pperently thro

ry .

No, 3887 Ootober 18, 1942

Tk gizd ol Apture. Ay
ftalingrad G not Delieved making progress they
alaim and these claims belisved purpose of diverting
public attention from lack complets success Etalingrad.
Now freesing in Fioland mnd nor

_ssctors Busoia deep in mud.
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From: Cairo
Tot AGWAR

No. AMENE 1919, October 16, 1843,
There was no particular er mir sctiom

on Desert Front om October fiftesnth, For Marshall
from Maxwell American air action nothing to report,
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Fo. AMSME 1806, oct 15, 1943

October fourteenth six B sevent bombers from

U= Lir Porce wtarted for Tobruk, Mnmm
becanse of mechanical trouble, two planes forced to
:::v'- attack slong shore road at lower altitude becsuse

ure oxygen equipment, claim direct hit on enemy
tank on way to fromt. Three aircraft over Tobruk Harbor
em:-ntu-uiutlu;pndlﬂnllulrli-ﬂ.
Fo Axis air interceptiom and ineffective anti air craft
fire. ¥o dsmage or casuslties. For Marshall from
Maxwell British and Axis tar Patrols continued
orer battle ares. Axis tar Bombers sttacked
southern Bector and rear ground, Thirteen
cisualties, one British car » Two
sircraft destroyed, Lull in Ground sctivity continues.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMBNE 1801, October 16, 1042

8hipping Tobruk Harbor attacked at thirteen forty
houra October thirteen thres B-seventesn E aireraft
of Firat Provisiooal Group. Altitude of attack twenty
four thousand feet weathsr clear used twelva GP one
thousand bomba setting point one two, For Arpold from
Brerston. Observed two direct hits large merchant
ventel one direct hit demolished lighter moored mlong-
side merchant vessel, Antiaireraft fire sncountersd
light ineffective, Ome Macchi fighter intercepted:
was probably destroyed. One of our aireraft slightly
damaged. Enpine trouble forced one aircraft return
oxygen trouble forced two. Of returning aircraft one
bombed motor convoy ten milem east of Bollum with one
direct hit one salvoed bombm one returned with bombs.
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:P'pt land patroll continues. During aight
twelfth Brit Ilozﬁ M:: Barbor and day thirtsenth
fightars shot down four enemy for loss ome.

Recent renewal air attacks on Malta probably due
fact Brit sircraft from Malta causing heavy damage Axim
shipping to North Africa and also Raiding Wop coastal
objectives and Axis trying neutralize as air base
Fot much luck doing so and Axis losses heavy, Axis
:In; using three fighters protsct sach bomber sant

ta,

In all indications Axis land forces going
mOT® OO ensive and adding depth to Minsfields and
wire, Axis also building railway south and southeast
from Dmba toward Qattara depression also indication
defensive plan.

Balieved Axis organizing new Wop Division wvicinity
Tripoli which may indicate must expsct reinforcemsats
if any from Wops.

In Madagascar Brit air again attacked airdrome

at Ihomy,
In Coswia Germs have moved some heavy artillery

to Len front but Brit Believe nowv too late for sus-

tained a k there. Ko information Btalingrad other

than in Preys. Ca which may

eliminate Germ actiy has made some

progress agaiast both Groznl and Tuapse.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. Amsme 1871 October 14, 1842

Four plines of mixty five Fighter Bguadron and
eight planes of sirty four Fighter Bguadron motlong as
top cover for light aav twelve Btukss sacorted
by twenty ME one zerc nines. For Arnold from Brerston,
They forced Stukas to turn back ten miles south of
El Alamein and Jettimon bombe enemy fighters were
then attacked, Fight lasted twenty minutes at eighteen
thousand feet. First Lisutennnt G D Mobs mhot down
ope ME one Eero nine and Second Lisutenant A D Jakqua
shot down one and damaged manother. Both enemy losses
confirmed, First Lisutenant R N Nichols falled to
return, missing in sction.
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From: Cairo w05 uum__._—j??

To: AGWAR
No AMBNE 1881 Octobar 14, 1942

October thirteenth mctive clearing of mines Area
eight seven six two nine one dash eight seven meven two
oine two by South African patrpls. For Marshall from
Maxwell comsidsrabls BT movement behind epamy northern
lines noted by first South Africanm Div. Also reported
iz south in sguares eight seven seven two five one and
eight seaven three two five one behind Himeimat. Heavily
epcorted Btuks raid int ted by combined UBAF and

British lost ome aircraft, two damaged but laadad st

at base, Afternoom American fighter patrol #mgd one
ME one hoodred nipe. The increased enemy motor nsport
activity has not been sufficient to justify a firm con-
clusion, It is probably some reshuffling of units and
8 further indication of the snemies state of alert, am
recently indicated by an ipcrease of his air patrolling
of the battle area and his use of scattered f1i tlr
bomber attacks Tral sector. This nu: atti

further evidenced by clear efforts im part tn BAYe
ammunition whils st the same tims responding with some
Artillery fire to any cbserved movements in British
lines in the Central and Northern sectors.
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From: Calro
To: Agwar

Ho. Amsme 1884 Oct 14, 1042
This is in reply to Amsms oms two two five reference

cur Amsme one seven two six the pumber of American manu-
factured medium tanks in hands of British Nideast Forceas

an of October mix is two two ti
tanks in ocperation,
zero irsble medium tanks in workshops, one zero
gero EBTE five M M on 8 P mount M seven,
From OGruber to SPLLN on hand are four six six extra tracks
single. No medium tanks in hands of American troops.
All medium tanks are American manufscture.

Maxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko,  AMSHE 1864, October 14, 1042

For Arnold from Brereton, Twenty four &P ome thousand
pound bomba setting point one two used from mltitnds
twenty three thousand feet, One probable hit numsarous
BeAr misses on modium merchant vessel. Bsavy fairly
lm: 'f“:{;"" fire encountered with two our

mirer sligh damaged no injuries perscnnel. Ome

ME one one zero one JU eight sight observed did not attack,

Maxwell
KO, 11802 Be 0} or (B
Action Copy: CG AAF T leiter, My 4 1878
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From: Londom ‘/
To: MILID
Ko 3572 October 14, 1043

Brit Alr Egypt continues sctivity agalnst snemy
convoys southbound and got hit on Wop destroyer night
eleventh. Also mined Tobruk Harbor.

Day twelfth bombed Tobruk hitting large merchant
ship. Same date fightors sttacked and da eneny
rallway train Capuzzo also destroyed number freight
cars, four petrol trucks and two enemy alreraft,

Nothing to report om lapnd.

Brit troops Madagascar cleared epemy posmition
elght milea north of Ambositrs and bombed aireraf
bhangars at Thoay,

Bughe
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tll.ittn“mlmmbﬁdhr

Day sleventh Brit fighters patrolled forward arsa
!ﬂt without oppositios, lﬂt intercepted snemy

ter bombers in l-trnr one. -u

bombed Axis ﬂ:lp m IH -l'l'l.l:l. tﬂ.mt

ar last report Brit Force then twelve
miles of Ambomitra.
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Ko . AMBME 1861 Oct 13, 1942

O a
uh to pnut uﬂt -l.l.l eight
m :u: eight, TYoung Famcist Div now identified
at Biwa Oamim, For Marshell from Maxwell British
air attacks continue on enemy forward areas and
concentrate on scattered units of motor tramsport
and foel trucks. BSeven Amorican B seventeen
bombers attamcked Tobruk Harbor., HReport probable
hit and several pear misses on ship. Noderate
volume but sceurate anti mireraft fire, two
alreraft slightly damasged, no casuslties, all
planes returned.
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Four enemy a'rcraft destroyed and fires started
Fuks lsnding grounds Egypt by Brit sir raid night ninth,
Dany tenth Benghaxzi bombed but weather stopped other
pir activity.

From: London
To: NILID
Ho 3562 October 12, 7942

On land only patrols.

In Madagascar Brit troops arrived thirty seven
miles mouth of Aatsirabe enroute Ambositra.

- Brit mak. following chaliges Jap order battle:
Mapchuris decreise from twenty six to twenty four.
Eorsa increase [rom two depot divisions to two
divisions snd iwo depot divieions, North China
increase from cight to nine divisiona, Central Chioa
ipcresse from ‘en to eleven divisions,
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From: Cairo \~ ' g
To:  AGWAR \

No. AMSME 1843, October 12th, 1943,

There ia no material change on the desert
front. On the ground usual patrolling continues
iod enswy responds with artillery fire to any
movement northern and central mector. For Mar-
®hall from Mazwell air nctivity on normal lewel.
Enemy made fighter bomber attack on Amiriya, uo
damage reported, and returning was intercepted for
probable loms of one ME one hundred nine ageinst
a0 loes own aircraft, Customary fighter sweeps
over battle area and moderate boubing effort by
enemy on central and southern sectors. British
continge alr attacks on forward enemy areas,
supply siding at Sollum hit, ome truck and one
tank truck hit. Also set fire to schoomer of Bugbug.
U 8 Air Force made successful mttack with eeventeen
B twenty four bombers on two shipa thirty miles:
south of western end Crete, One ship hit twice,
observed on fire and sinking, Fear misses on
second ship. Shot down two ME one bundred ten
and one JU eighty eight. All returned safely,
Gome demage to planes, no casualties.
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FILED 33368/12 Ooctober 13, 1943

BYC Bo 1
From: Cairo
To: AGEAR

No. AMSME 1840, October 12, 1042

nlpg.u' in Beaghasxi Harbor attacked on tenth
October at twelve thirty two hours from altitude
twenty mix thousand feet by five B dash twenty four
nmluu!rmﬂmutmtmmﬂd!m
B twenty four D sirplanes from three four three
Squadron departed Baint Jeam at mero six four zero
hours., For Arnold from Brereton, Four five one
thousand pound GF bombs setting point one two used.
One near miss observed on motor veassl moored next
to "George”, Fifteem bombs dﬂg: on buildings
and inpatallations in center of area, Weather
over target overcast with scattersd cusulus clouds
tventy thousand feet. Antiaircraft fire heavy
Accurate; damage roceived negligible. Two ME ome
sero nine attacked but drivem off without inflicting
damage, One our aircraft returned Heliopolis one
roturned Fayld sevenm to Saint Jean,
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From: Cairo GED letter, May 4, 1073 \

To: AGWAR o ... FEB 204973

Ho. AMEME 1839 Oct 12 1942

Convoy two large merchant vessels three
destroyers thirty miles south of Western end Crete
attacked by sight B dash twenty four D airplaner
of Hinety Eight Borbardment Group and nine B dnsh
twenty four sirplanes First Provisional Bombardment
Group at eighteen twenty three hours eleven Ootober
from rltitude twelve thousand feet, For Arnold from
Breraton, Fight five one thousand pound gp bombe
satti point one two used. Finety Eight Group element
led nitack observed expolaion on stern of one merchant
veogel, While on bombing run formation attacked by
thres VE one one merc fightera shot down cne damnged
ansther., Beveral ME cne Zero nines observed below
formation feiled to attnck. Element First Provimiomal
Grous attacked five minutes later scored cme direct
hit op large merchant vessel numberous harr Missos
second merchent vessel, Attacked by slx evemy airereft:
shot down one ¥Z one one mero one JU sight ¢ight.
Heavy but inmccurate AA fire encountered. Blipht
desmge one our aireraft mone to permonnal,
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From: Cairo AT
To: Agwar v
Fo AMBME 1828 oOotober 11, 1943,

Quiet continues tian front October tenth.
Patrols active at night clear mines in genaral area
south of t twenty two at eight seven seven two nine
!:::;1 :I. t of ninth dash tenth., oOther sectors no ground
[ ¥.

fire at Daba,

Azis moderately pressing eir sttacks by fighter
againat Central Sector. Also using fighter
patrols over Daba partieularly,

Return to normal air agtivity, after sharp increase
on ninth, establishes latter as & strong effort to take
full advantage of adverse enemy forward landing ground
conditions, result of weather, and not as early phase
of sustained air attack.

United States Air Force again attacked Benghasi
Harbor using nine B twenty four aircraft. Forty five
274k ene thousand pound bombs were dropped at twelve
thirty hours, tenthk. Near misses oo vessel and fifteen
hits obmerved on dock area. Again encountered strong and
accurate anti aircraft fire, negligible damage, all planes
returned, no casualties.
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Am E"bassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3580 Oct 11, 1942
All quiet om land Egypt.

During Winth Ajr Operstions constant and tlﬂupru!.
Enemy niroraft on ground Daba Area attacked six times
and enemy reil train with amsunition sand guns destroyed.
Motor trapnsport and Bemghazi also attacked, In sbove
operations Brit lost one bomber and thirteen fighters.
Enemy lowses twenty destroyed twentynine damaged or
destroyed.

From Madagascar and Russias nothing to report,
Rughes
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I 1 B nnd BD) or (20
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w J5,

From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No, Amsme 1811 Oct 10, 1843

October ninth desert fromt no ground activity, Following
changes in British posttions: Ei tLlnd Div five two
four eight seven four, one thirty third BDE five om
oine eight five three, first rifle BDE eight nine mero twe
six seven, one hundred eighteenth and one hundred twenty
fourthloyal Tank Regiments four three five oight nine zero,
Axiw dispostionms uncha . Marshall from Maxwell air
setion involvaed joint ond UBAF attacks attacks on forward
enemy areas. Bharp increase in our sir sattacks totalling
four hundred one fighter and one hundred sixty bomber smorties,
Low level attacks on Dybn Landing Ground with Axis loss eight
destroyed eighteen damaged on Ground. Alr cover snd fighter
sacort acocounted for ten deatroyed, fiveprobable and six
damaged in air. Eleven fighters missing for days operstion,
Air Reconnaisance also loeated twenty truck ammunitiom train
near Mischiefs, bombed, one truck blown up, resulting in
probable destruction of complets train. Af noon October ninth
UBAF sttacked Be @81 Harbor with twelve B tventyfour planes,
liu-mruunnitndmrﬂﬂummh. 1ts
largely uncbaorved because of very heavy and sccurste anti-
sircraft fire. Totsl one gunner killed and three wounded,
'l::tl:r“inllt damaged, all returned, One me one hundred nine
5 .
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' OPRAY o RRRRR
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1257/149 _ F -
HAMPTOM 2 [P\~ < e
GEARHART : /
ROUTED BY LT. SHALL 1i1i1i NCR 44f4

QUOTING LOCAL AGENT EGYPT HAS BEEN SAVED. DURING PAST

2 MONTH8 ALLIES HAVE BEEN SINKING 7§ PERCENT OF AXIS
SHIPPING CARRYING SUPPLIES TO AFRICA. PROBABLY REASON
FOR ROMMELS BEING IN GERMANY 18 THAT THEY F SERIQUS
REVERBES IN AFRICA AND ROMMELS REPUTATION MUST BE GUARDED
FOR SAKE WATIONAL PRESTIGE. TUAPSE IS NOW THREATENED.
UNQUOTE. IN OTHER CIRCLES IT 18 RUMORED ROMMEL WILL BE
GIVEN IMPORTANT POST IN GOVERNMENT.

BECLKESHID
EO 11605 See SE) and S0 o (5

OAD better, May 4, 1873 3
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OCot 10 1943
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From: London
Toi Milid

No. 3588 Oct 10 1842

Alr mctivity only Egypt.
t weventh heavy bombers twice ratded
Buds -,'E!.".u. Tobruk 11?'“ merchant ship also
sttacked but results unobserved.
Air operations day eighth confined to machine
§utning enemy motor trapsport southern sector accoMnt
bad weather,
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From: Am Embassy London
To: milid
Fo. 36560 oOet 8, 1943
Active patrols along whole fromt Egypt.
Enemy @& pﬂl captured Brit pight sixth 1
Ruweisat Ridge Area -' was reoccupled '{r enemy. ol 2
Brit bombers attacked Maleme Alr Drome Crete t
.nm.“:hlﬂtnn?‘mr npu:twtrw
Baven ars active
and motor transport and troops.
Hughes
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAG%E::a. 1943

Cairo
AOWAR

Fo. AMSME 1775, October 9, 1943

Aside from continued patrol and moderate

air activity over forward enemy areas no activity
report. d to

ineny air still gg - roas
reabls Torsard field co n o
om Maxwell following changes of British

) 1
positions: fifty Div to four two six eight eight
one, Beventh iz

Armd Div to four three eight eight

seven five, ome hundred fifty fourth BDE to four
six seven -11::1: five, tenth Armd Div to five

eight five, Tenth Corpa Maen to

four six two nioe one one, Becond NZ Div to four
saven five eight six two, Sixty Ninth BDE to elght
eight six two seven two.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fumber AMSME 1773, October 8, 1942

Night patrolling continues sctively on
desert front especislly on Northern and Central
Sectors. Australian and Greek might parties have
had several small but sharp encounters with enomy,
October seventh Axis forward landing fields had
not improved from bad weather conditions, British
contipued air attecks, fﬂ.-rr targets being
motor transport and fuel locations. Omly one of
elevon attacks found ememy fighter opposition but
met substantial anti sireraft fire. British loss:
one fighter missing, two damaged, From Maxwell
for Marzhall seventh October st dusk U 8 Air Force
heavy bombers sttscked Suds Bay. Tanker, believed
loaded with fuel to relieve Crete shortage, was
target. Five hits and seven near misses o.{ll.-td.
tanker believed destroyed. Same time USB tventy four
bombers stiempted raid on Benghasi Harbor but
failed to locate port om account of weather. Searched

for two hours snd returned after dark, ed
along coast where targets suspected by lights showing,
Maxwell
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INCOMING MESSAGE

LCR1 cowp
11302 /8 Oct 8 1942
4 1238Z

| 0 and 509 o (B}
Tor Milid g
i ~ 15 Wuuﬂ,ﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂ

o, 3545 Cct B 1942

Fight fifth Egypt Brit pestrols very active whole
front, Ome patrol killed entire garrison thirty of
enemy strong point Ruweisat Ridge Ares,

Day sixth quiet on land,

Tobruk bombed night fifth, Sixth enemy Nt,
patrol apnd supply dumpe im battle ares and seaplane
base at Bombe slso Bepghazi Harbor successfully attacked.

i Reports mhow enemy still disposing troops and
Il p-rlnlrinl defencea in depth. Evidence gecond defensive
ll line being prepared about tem miles west present line.

Believed Axis supply situation has improved in
apite Brit efforts. Reported now has one months petrol.

lrlt‘-f' recently captured several poles serving with

-
g | =)

H onding sixth only three Axis merchant ahips
reached Tobruk tln‘.lll thirteen thoussnd tons. Same week
Brit sunk twenty one thousand tons shipping enroute,
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O&D lettes, May 3, 1078 ; ."'.‘-. o
From: Caire w98 o lER 200973
To: Agwar
No, AMBNE 1758 Ootober 7,1943
Foll sumsarizes recent United Btates

Ailr Force motions at Navarino Bay: duosk October
. first, oine B twenty four D aireraft from nimety
eighth bombardment attacked a large merchant
p from an altit of eeighteen thousand feet.
T¥o direct hits and l-'tmu migses claimed
by crews. Gersan and It fighters vigorously
the attack. One enemy air d.l.:t d_nd
1 of cur planes returned to base.
reconnaissnce showed that from dlllnl ship
was being transferred to another merchantman
alongeide. October fourth a lunl.d attack was mmde
on both ﬂl:l Beventeen B twenty four sircraft from
lnt

sams group part. Bi fiva bombs of ome
thousand pounds each m% Forty five near
misses but no dl.:--ct hite ed. Four NE one

bundred nine and one Muoochi hundred two enemy
planes attacked our formation, damage to ome of our

planes and slight ies to three gunners. Axim
anti sircraft fire o te intensity d
rudder of one plane, tmg 1

our airoraft shot down one nine and

one Macchi two hundred two, seen to strike the
water., Due to unfavorable westher returning cae of
our sairoraft became lost and crashed in wmountains
near own base. All of this crew were lomt.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar
Ko. ° AMSME 17851 Oct 7, 1p42

B dash twenty four D aireraft of the
First Provisional Group followed a convoy into
Benghazl Harbor and attacked with thirty one
thousand pound bombs at dusk October Bix. or
Arnold and Surles from Brereton. Bombing from
twen " THOUENRS TEET BEAF misses were
claimed on the merchant vessel and hits im
barbor facilities. Two additicnal alreraft did
not reach target as they were forced to return on
account engine trouble and one of these bombed
Bardia with unobserved results, The aircraft over
the target were attacked by three one zero nines.
One eircraft forced to land on dirdrome in friendly
territory due to damage, The ailrcraft landed safely
but one soldier meriously wounded two otheras not mo
seriously wounded. One combat crew abandoned aireraft
due to bad weather and parachuted safely, To recapitulate
total losses one aircraft three crev members casualties.
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From: Ankars
To: Milid

Ko, 276 Oct 7 1842

Rumanisn sources states the increased
reconnalssance over Cyprus due to Germans fesr of
British attack on Crete from Cyprus,

Jadwin
/;f""
Lction Copy: ﬁ-&{% g
Info. Coples: OPD
CG AAF
mﬂl a(E) and B0 e ()

QED leiloe |"‘-"III’-

: 38, s pttD 201973
By

CH-IN-3176 (10/B/42) 13242 law

0.0 B.JOURMAL ND, 124 OCT 5 1942
WP L. coev o 23

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
=.L:H:.1aua Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

By RT, NARA, Date +/ 2]ed



TR

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

BC T CCWD
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BY¥C 0711 &

To: AGWAR

Fo, AMSME 1752, October 7, 1943

The aircraft that was reported migsing from the
operation referred to in AMSME one seven zero thres
crashed into a mountain in bad weather. For Arnold
and Surlea from Brereton, This means four out of
five enemy pursuit were shot down with no lomses by
enemy action,

Maxwell
Hote: 1703 was CM-IN-2329 (10/6 /42)C0 AAF.
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COMING MESSAG::- + %

Cairo
AGWAR

AMSME 1754, October 7, 1942

Hight October five dawh six raid on point

Hixty two at eight seven saven two meven nine, killed

twonty

five dash thirty anamy garrimon, No

prisoners taken. Own loss fifteen mlesing, some
wounded. No other ground sctivity., Enemy air
inmctive because of waet landing grounds forward

Area.

British capitalized opportunity by low

level attacks on motor transport, railroad and small
fuel dumps mear front. One direct hit on railroad
near Galal, twenty dash thirty motor transport
deatroyed, fire at fuel dusp near Dmba. Three
Baltimores hit by antimireraft fire near Daba, two
lost and one crash landed behind own lines. Faor
Marshall from Maxwell US Alr Forcs attacked Benghasi
shipping October mixth., Formation met strong enemy
fighter opposition and heavy, accurate antiaircraft

fire,

—
—

ACTION

Two airoraft forced down, back of own lines

one plane unaccounted for, Iuinlﬂo— Axis bmo-iu
moat mensitive to attacks on rear communications and
concentrating fighter cover in those Areas .,
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ANWAR 3 cowD
FILED 1185/7 October 7, 1942
BVC 1155 2

From: London
To: MILID

No. 3540, October 7, 1942 - a

Land Egypt patrols only and bad waather +
night fourth day fifth interfered air opara-
tions.

Madagascar nothing to report,

Hughen
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From: Cairo
Tog AGWAR

No. AMSNE 1730, October 6, 1942

Enemy positions on desert front bave changed
is follows: Littorio at eight six zero two nine seven
next to fifteen Panzer, Ariete at eight five eight two
five seven close to twenty ome Panrer, t¥0 hundred
eighty eight Beece unit eight four nine three zero
noine and comcentration of one three mere mero motor
transport immediately south, main body Ramcke group
st eight sevem six two seven mero with balance at
eight eV on sevem tvo aix zero, Kiel Geoup at eight
seven zero two four four, concentration of ome thous-
and motor transport area alght five gero two mix five.

Thess chm g0 e L [ whw 0 [l on of &
poEltion in depth. Combined concentratiar

o armor, German and Italian, offers nlu.:umtrnl.
In comjunction with poor showing of ninety 1t

Ttalian armor early part of September, mnd recent Axis radic
declarations abrut Eommels U8 ag well ns German
Italian brotherhood in arms in Libya, also clome inter-
mingling of Axis Infantry units onm front line, these
changes represent the ultimate attempt to establish
full German command im the dssert and hope for most
offective use of available Axis forces. For Marshall
from Maxwell no ground activity October 5 and onlimited
air sction on account of rain and wet ground. Gemeral
lull continuss, also Britiah proparatioms. imat
marked increase increaseein activities in near future ,
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From: Am Embassy Ldn
To: Milid

No, 3535 Oct 6, 1942

Egypt morthern sector night third patrols active,
Day fourth goiet cntire front.

Malta aireraft made Torfedo attack southbound
Moerchant Ship seven thousand tons west of Corfu
night third without success, All air oporstions
fourth restricted by bad wanther.

Presont situstion along Wumassib Depression
following Brit nttack oo thirtieth is that Brit
have held on to sbout throe miles of northern end
of sastern rim but have failed to secure balance eastern

rim, 1
Ho changes dispositions Axis Troops since ocur leet
report, :
Hughes
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From: Caire
To: Agwar

Ko,  Amame 1718 Oot 5, 1943

British casualties Munamaib engagement Septembe
thirty reportsd as Bixty killed, two hundred mr
and missing, Al1l virtually from two Infantry Companies
which came under hoavy snemy fire while attempting

passage of Minefield., For 1

b ; <% - . Marshall from Maxwell ODotober
“IE % “r mﬁﬂe [:‘: mzﬁm
weather small scale fTighter ut:nl-:‘nlur battle l-::l..
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No. AMBME 1585, October Sth, 1943,

L[
Up to twenty four: mero zero local time Sep- FED 20 1073
tmnm,mnuﬁumrm-uimu

on enemy iostallstions and ses comsunications threo f
million one bundred snd sixty one thousand five

bundred pounds of bombs of which nine hundred and
mixty nine thousand wers dropped during September,

vy
missions to imalude five hundred amd ninety one
individual airplane sorties while medium bombard-
ment ated on thirteen missions to include ome
hlirz and forty three individual sorties. For
Estimated thirty seven ves-
sels WAr vessels tankers troop carriers
and fraighters sunk destroyed or badly
from direct hite or very near misses with ssveral
more probably damaged from near misses, Exclusive
of warships toamage of vessels attscked varied from
two five zero mero to ten thousand toms. Attacks
mide with unobserved results probably have sccounted
for others. In sdditiom lighters and other small
bharbor vessels have been destroyed or damaged:
harbor and dock facilities hawe repeatedly been
attacked with many fires and explomions and terrific
snd destruction to port facilities. Esti-
mated that Tobruk tonnage capacity alone has been
reduced some ninety per cent. Continuing attacks
by heavy bombardment not only are sgainst the North
African Ports of Tobruk and Bengazi and enemy ses-
lanes of the Mediterranian but repeatedly extend to
ports and harbors in Crete and Greece such as BSuds
S8ad Navarino Bay, MNedium bombardment and fighter
aircraft have been used in direct support operations
on the Western Desert destroying and damaging mumerous
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From: Cailro To Agwar No, Amsme 1585 Oct 5, 1942 Page 2

alreraft on the ground motor transport tanks workshops and
other enemy installations. These units have opearated inm

conjunction with RAF with our fighter aircraft making three
hundred and twenty three individual airplane sorties. Our
boabardeent during these npuﬂlm bave destroyed six snamy

The number destroyed or dnll.pld in attacks on snemy hldlnt
grounds is onknown but fires explosions and direct hits in-
dicate that it is a considerable gquantity. The maximum
nusber of missions that any one combat crew has participated
in is twenty one for a total of two hundred and twenty four
boura of operatiopal flylpog tise. During these operations our
1 have been as follows. By ememy airplane attack two
twanty four two P dash forty F. By anfhiroraft one B dash

twenty four two B dash twenty five. Mlssing in action ooe B
dash twenty four and four B dash twenty five with the four
B dash twenty five probably shot down by might fighters.
Interned four B dash twenty four. Damaged and crashed in
friendly terriotory result of enemy action two B dash

twenty four. Nine combat losses five B dash twenty four
six B dash twenty five and eight P dash forty F. In
addition one B dash twenty five ahot down by RAF night
fighter. Buch of the above data as desired im available
for release except the number of mortiem. This sumsary
covers ope hundred and ten days of operations.

Bl 0.5 e (10™ e Po) Maxwell
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Seventeen B twenty four aircraft of the
Hinetyeight Bombardment Group for the second time
within forty eight hours sttacked Axis shipping
in Navarrino Bay during daylight hours, From
Brereton to Arnold and Surles.

Eighty five one
thousa d bomba were at two merchant
T =8 Antil mireraft

re w LI T] um intensity and insccurate

damaged rudder surface of one sircraft, Formation
sttacked by four Messmerschmitt one mero nines and ome
Macchi two zero two which damsged one alrcraft, It
has been confirsed that three Messerschmitt one zero
oines and one Macchi two zeroc two were dlltrn;ld by
our arieraft, PFrom the above operation one of our
pireraft failed to return.
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No 3526 Oot. 5, 19432

Since last report enemy artillery has been
Aggressive northern ssctor Egypt. Night second
onemy platoon occupied ssall ground elevation west
edge E1 Ruwelsat.

In southern sector enemy raided Brit forward
position north edge Deir E1 Munassib capturing one
priscner. Enemy working parties busy southwest
of Deir El Daayis and epemy %150 ocoupled two small
elevations same mrea.

Right second Brit fighters attacked motor
transport in south. On third UBA liberators attacked
ehipping Greek harbor Navarino but no hits claimed.
Liberators intercepted and one lost. Four enemy
demtroyed. .

Ope epemy reconn plane damaged over Delta.
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No,  AMBME 1698, October 4, 1942

Patrolling continwes mctivity im northern mector
desert front. In central position Munassib area Axims
extremely sensitive to movement in British lines, shelling
at slightest provecation. Air activity limited &tmr
third by dust conditions. Ooe hundred fifty second BDE took
over from twenty fourth Australisn BDE. From Maxwell for
Harzhall Gersan tank strength now estimated two hundred
terenty five medium, Itslian two hundred fifty five medium

and fiftesn light, total four hundred ninty five.
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From: An Embassy London
To: Milid

Fo. 3534 oOct 4, 1942

FNorthern sector Egypt enemy working parties busy be-
tween Teusl Eisa and north west Banyet El1 Miteiriya.,
Brit Patrol recaptured Breds Gin t locality.

In southern mector Brit patrols found meveral eneny
platoons in positions four miles northemst of Deir Alinds
and several infantry companiss on south edge of Deir El1
Munassie.

Evident enemy expects attack or more heavy raids.
Night first Brit bombers attacked convoy of five thou-
escorted

sand merchant ship and three thousand ton tanker
by three dest re moving south toward Derna. Got hit

on tankerand 'aing Near miss marchant ship,
Brit light bombers attacked 5idi Hanelish landing
ground,

Day second Brit fighteras destroyed five Oerm fighters
over battle zone and one recomn plane off Alsrandris.

Enemy made five fighter bomber attacks and one dive
bombing attack on troope forward area. This is consider-
ably more enemy offensive alr action than recently mormal.
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From: Cairo b
To: Agwar [

Ho. Ammme 1602 Oct 3, 1942

No special activity on desert front. Patrols continue
activity oo morthern snd central mectors. Enemy air patroll-
ing of Battle Area on increased scale. From Maxwell for
Harshall October second in thres ﬂ;’l’m‘t- total of mix
ht: aircraft demtroyed, one probable; British one plane
destroyed,
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From: Londom
To: MILID

No. 3518, October 3, 1942

Lateat official reports received from

mﬁ only cover day first October and show

t in Northern Bector operations confined
patrol mnd artillery sactivity and that in
Bouthern Sector Brit Brigade which attacked
on thirtieth was able to consolidate positions
Munnasib ares nu- Brit artillery continued
harass enemy. An enemy counter attack was
repulsed and Iltuttu now is that Brit ocoupy
Eastern part and enemy Western t of Munnasib
Depression which means that Brit made gain
about two miles also straightemed their line
and have better obserwvation.

Tobruk Harbor bombed night thirtieth and
torpedo airoraft attacked six thousand ton
enemy merchant ship southbound but result not
reported. On first Brit fighters intercepted
large Germ dive bomber formation near Emlakh
and forced enemy Jettison bombs over own troop
positions. Bix enemy destroyed plus five
probables without Brit loss. On first three

| Germ dive bombers made unsuccessful attmck
Alexandria Harbor,
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Desprt front October first ur!z_g con- .
nund:iho_. dﬂ %lﬂw by one hun irty .
gnde, roporta of a8 Eoment ot lﬂn—.
show that German troops from thirty thid G‘M 4 R :
Recce Unit were minglod with tor winads 1o Qf‘“
tiffening effect which mow Tharscteriatic

f entire front, One hundred thirty First Bde

attack was considerably delayed by clearing of
minefield and booby treps which had been heavily
located by enemy, Primary lesson from engagement is necems ity of
woll organized methods of minefield clesrance

which have slways msrked Axis Operations whenm
attacking. American Officer Cbasrver directly

{n rear reports large number British wounded,
cegualties will be reported soon as available.
Northern Bsctor, artillery exchanges with diresct

hit on enemy amall smsunition dump, exploded.

Armored car patrols sctive to points eight seven
aight two eight two and eight seven nine two eight
8aven. Position cheoges: ome hundred sixty first
Indinn eight nfnf. one® two meven five, flfth Indisn
four two nime eight nine zero, one hundred thirty
second Bde eight nine mero two six eight. For
Marshall from Mexwell by Air RAF continnad sttacks
on Tobruk, night September thirtieth dssh Cctober
first, on harbor ships one hit two near misses,

two fires dock sren. Late afterncon first, fighters p
intercepted eighteen JU eight sevens with twonty
ME one hundred nines covering over Central Sector
Battle Area. Forced enemy to Jattison bombs on

omn troopa, Kalakh Ares elght six eight two five
sight, =iz JU eighty sevonn destroyed, four JU eighty
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No. AMSME 1881, October 3, 1543,

aevens snd one ME one hundred nine probable, one

JU eighty seven and one ME one
Own losses () D October first

Alr Force heavy bombor attack Nava

two direct hits with one thouss
medium supply ship.

nine damaged.
United States

Harbor,
ound bombs on

Maxwall

{*) Groups missing-- being serviced,
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Desert front October first marked by consolidation
of pomition by ome hundred thirty first brigade. Further
reports of engagement show that German troops from Thirty
Third Hecce Unit were mingled with Trieste unite for
stiffening effect which now seems characteristic of
entire front. One hundred thirty first BDE attack was
considerably delayed by clearing of minefield and booby
trape which has been heavily located by enemy. Primary
lesson from engagement well organized methods of mipnefisld
elearance which have always marked Axim operations when
attacking. American officer observer directly in rear
reports large nusber British wounded, casualties will be
raported soom am available. HNorthern Bector, artillery
exchanges with direct hit on enemy small ammunition
dump, exploded. Armored car patrols active to points
eight seven eight two eight two and eight seven nine
two eight seven, Position changem: one hundred sixty
firat Indian eight eight one two seven five, fifth Indian
four two nine eight nine zero, one hundred thirty second
BDE eight nine zero two six eight. For Marshall from
Maxwell by Air RAF continusd attscks on Tobruk, night
Bpptember thirtisth dash October first, on harbor ships
one hit two near mismesm, two fires dock area. Late
afternoon first, fighters intercepted eightesn JU eight
sevens with twenty ME opne hundred nines covering over
Central Sector battle area. Forced enemy to jettisca
bomba on own troops, Ealakh mrea sight mix eight two
five eight, eix JU eighty sevens destroyed, four JU
eighty sevens and one ME one hundred nime probable,
one JU eighty seven and one ME one hundred nine damaged.
Own losses nomne, Octobsr first United States Alr Force
heavy bomber attack Navarino Harbor, two direct hits
with one thousand pound bombs on medium supply ship.
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Budas and Canes Bay Harbor and dock facilities were
again lt'l“h::r heavy hﬂ-u 6! the United Btates

our Bombers but nthutl-lunttma-
ssarch light Mtlﬂtr Mtuun. Cooperating with the
RAF our fighter airoraft carried out operations over the
battle area. Two of our fighter mircraft were wslightly
damaged but from these operations all returned to their
bases safely. All sbove operations on twentynine

Beptember .
Maxwell
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FNormsl patrols comtinued Bgypt wmtil light
thirtieth w BErit Iofantry Bri with =
urtillery #&t lsunched att on two Battalion
front enemy powitions in Munassib area
with ob straightening Brit line and secur
high « B Battalion gained and consolidated
itm objective Bat left Battalion failed gain objective.
Latest report dated ni thirtieth maid attack continues.
Axis tion was stif{ and comsiderable Brit casualties
reported, Axis claims two hundred Brit prisomers taken.
Not reported whether Brit tanks used in attack but War
Ooffice thinks mot,

Brit bombers attacked Tobruk and landing ground
fidi Haneish night twentyninth and ememy transport and
gun positions day thirtieth,

Bigned Bughes
2 ' .
Action G-
e FEG 2 01973
Info. Coples: OPD B U5, HARS Dele__
CG AAF
LOG
28

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 344

L 13
CM-1x-0806 mwm § R o BL 0CT2- 1942
MAKING OF AN THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN §

THE
Fro AMmeTH AFMM



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

riea ana  INCOMING MESSAGES: 100

From: Cairo ’/

To: AGWAR
No, ANSNE 1647, October 1, 1843

Night Septembar twent nlnth-thirt: the
one three ons Brigade moved to polnt sight eight
-:ﬂ: two six eight and st zero five one five hours
t ioth attacked enemy locations Munsssib sres.
Two te, five and seven Q's, attacked with
six Regiment in reserve. BSeven Regiments of

Artil supported sttacks. APEA eight eight two.
two mix captured, Axis counterattsck repulsad,
action contiouing toward conmolidation of poimt om.
Air attack involved support of Ground Forces at
Bunassib snd battle ares patrols. Tobruk bombed
with bursts observed in harbor ares, Axis agsin
made day dive bomb attack on central sector using
estimated ten Btukam. Eneay fighter patrols more
sctive over battle area from Naxwell for Marshall
Beptember twenty ninth United Statea heavy bombers
attacked harbor mnd docks at Buda Bay and Canea.
Firea and explosions obaerved especlally heavy at
Buds Bay.
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From: London 4
To:  Milid RV

No. 3508 Oct 1 1942

Brit patrols unusaully active Egypt. Fight
twenty el recoversd Brit antitank guns and.
earrier from enemy Northern BSector.

Mol ta sircraft made near Niss large merchant
ship andscored torpedo hit on WOF destroyer off Cape
lplrth-h Italy twenty ninth. Harbor Tobruk and

ground DABA bombed also fighters attacked
w West of Matruk and shot down ome
ftorch Command plane.

Dur past weak Axis troops remainsd disposed
zdnﬂu‘gdlmmmlmhmtu

Reported that Brit land raids om Tobruk and
Jalo have made WOPS very mervous.

Axis tank strength now reported as two hundred
twenty each WOP and Gers all runners.

Mideast entimate Ayis supply follows: transport
fuel eighteen da¥® present rate use fourteen days

DED latimr, May th 1
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from London to Milid mo. 3508 pet 1 1942 Page 2

f oparations rate. Germ Air Force ight
hﬂmtmtluhnuwm 'm't
very short aviation petrol. Ammunition supply
improved. Hations eighteen dayw.

acements persomnel by air reduced
to m.magmu total, Informatiom that Axis
wish replace persomnnel who have been too long

in Egypt.
Press reports Hitlers speech thirtieth
Aommel present. » .
signed Hughes
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From:  Caire s
To! AGWAR Vi

No. AMENE 1834 October 1, 1843

September twenty ninth British t Oround
Patrols continued motivity along entirs t.
(ne small patrol remained thirty six hours aresa
eight eight three two six three, saw no enemy
sctivity on northern edge of depression, Ome hun-
dred motor transport seen moOv west g'.,pnlnt
eight eight sero two six two, For all from
Maxwell air activity normal, Central Bector four
small enemy Fighter Bomber sttacks and one attack
by mine Stukas with fighter cover, No damage

reaported,
Maxwall
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From: Loandon
To: milid
Bo. 35032, Beptember 30, 1943
Land patrols contioue Egypt.

i tventyseventh Brit torpedo air-
oraft ff_kﬁ —dl‘-’{: attacked two five thous-

and tons merchant coavoy southbound West
of Crete but results unobserved.
miced and bombed same night when exploaion

Bughs

[T s
RO, 1160 _-_.

S, Bl end

" C5D latigy Ala
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From: Cairo |
To: Agwar =4

No. Amams 180T Bept 39, 1943

Beview of enemy supply position in North
Africa follows: estimsted that a minimum of fifty
thousand carge tons of supplies, fuel, ssmunition and
replacement agu nt is curremtly ired per
month. Nor month of t eatimat one hundred
thousand gross roglst tons of shipping, including
mut:l. antared North Afriean .l:!.: Porte, Of thl.;
seventy thousand gross registered tons were probabl y
from Southern European Ports, and the balance cosstsl.
The net “rﬁgtm of Axis supplies are t t not

ngh . cl Wln ]
has been somewhat relieved, mo thst: the shortage
of last month is not mo scute, Axis contipues to
use bombers for transporting fuel from Crete to
Africa, which confirss pressure for fuel, motor
‘Iﬂ aviation, This : g he ¥ +ls
or th: s AeERY Do

or month of Auguet total ol elgh hio T T
registered tons enemy shipping sunk and fourteen
thousand tons damaged. By air forty percent munk,
forty two cent damaged, balance by submarine and
| surfsce sction. Of the total tonnage sunk meventy
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From: Cairo To: Agwar Fo. Amame 1607, Bept 20

three thousand four hundred tons were scuthbound

:.:du -:.I.pl. For Ll.:-t h%t of Beptember eighteen
ousend groas registered tons en shipp

sunk, oix thousand toas da ...:g air i::*,

five percent sunk and all of ged .

Por Marshall from Maxwell normsl patrol activity

continues on desesrt froat, Following change in

locations: Axis, Trioste e seven meven two

Six three; British, twenty armored BDE four .

threo oight eight mine eight,

Maxwall
[ETLALT
EO 11608 e 2 emd KT or (X}
OED ledier, May 4, 1872
JS, = L
hction Copy: G-8 - /2. £+ ta s vl D0 osny
Info, Copies: OPD
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From: London f’f?/

To: NILID
Fumber 3481, BSeptember 28, 1942 J
Egypt patrols comtinue,

Brit bombed and mined Tobruk Harbor also sttaoked
anemy lud!wul night twentyfifth, Day
twentysixth attacked snemy troops and
and destroyed two, probably one other and damaged
one Germ aircraft im air. One JU eightyeight shot
down over Gulf of Suex. Brit lost ome,

Night twentysixth enemy bombed airdrome near
Cairo causing damage by blast.

Axis now have both Wop armored divisions and
one motorized in forward positions south flank
with Qerm Twentyfirst Panzer in support. Other
Wop motorized division forward on north flank with

Fifteenth Germ Panzer in support.

Greek brigade has joined British on Egypt
front.

Bughes
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To: Agwar
No. Amsmse 1588, Bsptember 28, 1942

As of Beptember t-nt{.tin following
estimate of Axis strengths North Africa:

men, German forty five thousand, Italian forty
thousand; field gunm, up to apd including one
hundred five MM, German sighty, Italian two
hundred forty; medium guns German sixty, Ital-
ian fifty; anti tank guos, imcluding eighty
efight MM, German and Italian each four bundred
fifty; tenks, Gersan medium two hundred, Ital-
ian mediom two hundred tem also twenty light.
Balieved that enemy d.l..'l.l; reinforcement from
European ports averages four hundred of which
three hundred twenty five are German troops.
These are fairly evenly distributed among for-
ward units. Overall Axis strength estimated
from seventy five to elghty percent of normal

in men and about fifty percent in tanks; artill-
ery and anti tank gune about normal. There is
no further indication of the location of German
twonty second Infantry Division last reported
to be in Greece and considered ential rein-
forcoments for Crete or North Africa, No evid-
ence of arrivals of unite from this division in
Africa. MNorale of Axis troope im front lime unite
appoars low. Allowing for inclusiom of Polish
conscripts in number of German deserters there
is 6til]l evidence that demert hardehips, limited
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

Ko. Ameme 1880, September 28, 1843

rations and water as well as thwarted effortes
toward quick advances into Delta, last July or
after recent abortive offensive, has lowered
German poldiers spirits and further effectsd
Italian morale. Evidence of this is in captured
enany docusents discussing means of reduc -
sertion, use of separate passwords for Italian
and German troops, and appearance as well as
statements of priscpners. No smphasis of eneny
morale factor intended beyond a conservative
analysmis of front line evidence. 8Sickness has
been a real factor, especially dysentery, and
recent captured docusents state dysentery casen
must be treated by forward units aud not evacu-
ated to rear, under present conditions of motor
tranaport shortage. Septesber twenty seven, norm-
el patrol activity at front. Air attack at Hanush
landing ground and Tobruk fusl storage., Explosions
apd soderate fire obeoerved. For Marshall from
Maxwell five Axis planes attacked Burg El Arab,

no effect, one plana force landed.

Haxwell
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Correction
From: Calro
TO: AQWAR
Fo Amame 1568

Night September twenty five dash twenty six snemy
air raid on Eufra Oasis by total eight J U eighty eight
and H E 111 planes. Thres Bombays, one Hudson destroyed)
two Blenheiss dasaged. Also destroyed spares squipment,
technical stores, armory, some amsunition, hangar and
living quarters . No casualties. Night of September
twenty aix dash saven Beliopolis airport bombed by
eight or nine J U eighty eight aircraft.

This is correction of message previocusly sent rnh.

cCcwo

Makes correction inm CM-IN-12151 (9/28/42) OPD
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From: Cairo p ;
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMSME 1885, September 27, 1942,

Fight Beptesber twenty five dash tvanty six
snemy air raid om Eufra Ossis by total eight J U
eighty eight and H E III planes, Bombayw,
eDare sqvipent, Fecknieal steeen: srancy roT"
somo

LT
fire, crashed near Embabah Bridge. Desert Froat
no special ground sctivity. Continued air attacks
on Fuka and Eaneish laading grounds. Air engage-
mant over Battle Aroa ME one hundred nine planes
two dewiroyed, one probable, one damaged. British
losa two, dameged one, pilots safe. For Marshall
from Maxwell, Enemy fighter patrols more active
over Battle Area, Contral Bector twelve J U eighty
Seven mads dive bomb attack under fighter protection,

ons gun damaged, four men wounded,
Maxwell
|
(*} Group missing being serviced
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From: London {: LS

To: Milid .
No. 3400 September 27, 1943

NHormal patrols only sctivity land Egypt.

BAF bombed emomy landipg around S5idi Han-
:1-31‘:-1 transport coastal sector night twenty
ourth.

Unconfirmed reports again received that Rom-
wel in Germany.

Bughes
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attack on B i Beptember twenty mecond., How-
ﬂumunldr-nlhdttmutm-u
communication far in the enemy rear has been sub-
lIII.‘tlll. Axis radio H-‘mﬁlr '=u—d
cion through exaggeration orcea in aa
vicetoriocus results of defending forces. Physically
this is also shown by Axis contimuing to hold forces
in the rear imcluding the pPistois Division and twe
batallions of San Marco Marines at Tobruk while
Favia Divielon rumsine near Matruh. At the fromt
the same disposition in depth is shown by present
Josition of ninety LT and by the first separation
of Axis armour strength in desert operations mo as
:wmd- well distributed defemsive protectiom

of entire front. Further confirmation of
sneay sensitivencuss to activity in rear is provided
Uy movement on Boptember tventy five of three
¢sconnaissance unit from eight five five two nine
sight to Biwa Oamis. Little activity on fromt.
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From; Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. AMSNE 1857, September 248, 1942 PAGE 2

Customary patrolling, shelling and cbservatiom of
ensmy working ties in Central Bector. Air
operations ude third successive night bombing
ﬂlu:lumut;lﬂllu:ﬁhuarulmlr

ne at Bagush, Battle area fighter patrols om
very limited scale,
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From: Am Embassy London
To: Milid

No. 3484 Bept 328, 1942
Fothing reported land Egypt.

RAF destroyed two aircraft onm Matrub night
twentythird, Hit enamy tanker Iﬂm hutni'::ﬂ-h
mmwmmmuumnnttm.

Rughes
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Froa; Caire
To: Agwar

Ho. Amsme 1539 Bepkusber 25, 1942

l-:mun.-:; ;!.thwiliuhisim
Sernton Deptembes e30nd reported in oer oe

ternoon twenty second reported inm our one
four eight mix, Cne on
" + Apparsntly with
ition and fuel, 80 one small merchant ship
hit, partially sunken vesmsal used am & loading pler
bit and saveral hits on Mole, For Marshall from Max-
well. Present estimated Morth African
in fighters German one hundred -.ut;, Italian
bundred eighty, total five hundred forty against
allied five hundred ninety; medium, light, torpedo,
and five bombers combined German one hundred twenty
five, Italian twenty five, total one hundred fifty
Agiinst three hundred twenty allied; hesvy bomber
German one bundred nimety two, Italisn eight, total
two hundred .:gum allied ninety three. Belisved
\ 8 serviceability fifty percent compared to allied
percent. More comprehensive estimats of affec-
ive results of recent air, land and mea attacks om
Axis supply routs being prepared and forwarded scon
ag completed.

Haxwell
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From: London
To: Milid

No. 3470 Beptember 35, 1042

Blight exchanges artillery fire Egypt and
patrols contioue.

Photos show one eight thousand tom ship
deatroyed and snother badly damaged ms result
raid DBA aireraft Tobruk twenty second.

Halta aircraft attacked mix thousand ton
tanker escorted by three destroyera west of An-
tipaxos Island twenty mecond sxplosion followed
hit on tapker.

Tobruk harbor and Matruk airfield bombed
night twenty mecond also transport near Fuka.

Bingle enemy mRircraft bombed Amiriya and
Burg E1 Arab areas night twenty third without

damage,
Hughes
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Fromi Caire

To: Agwar

#fimeme 1498, September 34, 1942
Hﬂ-mtr!iﬂthmmotbﬂ- B dash

twenty foor airplanes of the United Btates Middle East

air forces attacked the purt and shipping facilities

in Bengami dur daylight hours of twenty mecond.

Fires and sxplosions were seen on the and moles

with coe wery large fire, Direct hits elaimed on

are
large mserchant vessel followed by fire and large ax-
;“hlln cansing “.v,r{ large volume of black smoks.
Bavaral nasar misses on
othr_hnﬁvmn-rﬂunuu- Anti a
eraft firs was heavy But insccurate with minor spemy
airoraft activity which did not close with our bombers.
All airoraft at their bases landed safely.

¥
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar WosBington, DC

No, Amawme 1313, Septomber 24th, 1843

There are several changes in British dis-
poaitions as follows: Two New Zealand Division
four nine two eight seven one; five New Zoaland
BDE four eight eight eight nine two; wix New
Zealand BDE four seven one sight eight eight;
saeven Mot BDE five one three eight five one;
twenty six and twenty Australian BDES exchanged
positions; also exchanged are Oreek and ome
three two Brigades. No mﬁ in Axis locatiom.
Few Zealand and seven Motor shifts part of
present sctive tralning program.

Eaxwall
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Land activity mormal Egypt.

mi twvonty first landi ground Daba
fighter patrols met no oppositiom. Night
Harbor bombed two

Enemy information Egypt follows:
tanks Germ tvo bundred Wop same all runners.

Notor fuel supply estimated tmt-ub
days present rate use, m:lu .::rtm
days except some types an . onm
twventy two days.

Rainforcements consist replacements
only rate sbout four hundred by air both
Germ and Wop. No evidence new formatioas.

The Brit lomg raiding party men-

tioned our thirty four t een has returned to
base after havng guccessfully raided airfields
Bonghazi and Barce night thirtesnth destroyinog
over thirty airoraft on ground, inflicted oumber
casualties on personnel and transport at above
laces also raided Jalo Oasis which was occcupied
¥y Wop Becomn Unit and drove out and inflicted
many casualties on garrison.
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From: OCalro
To: AGWAR
AMENME #1485, Bapteamber 23, 19432

Axim methods of clearing minefields during
advance night of August thirty-thirtyone obser-
vad am follows: At night party of three or four
men worked with spades picking up mines to form
i narrow gap, Immediately back of ench man wa~
& tank or arsored car covering him with ite guns.
No attempt to clear mimes until after moon rose.’
After dawn, apd following artillery preparation
a: esstern odge of minefield at areas selected
for break through, armored cars or tanks spaced
at fifty yards advanced on four hundred yard froat.
In froat of each vehicle were men picking up
minen. Between the vehicles infantry advanced
in lipns acrross minefield at about three yard
interval with bayonet fixed. Enemy advance
was on a wide front, selecting routes where op-
position was weakest.
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From: Cairo
To: AGEAR

ANENE #1488, Beptember 23, 1043

No further ground developments on desert
front. At dusk twenty second DS Air Force
heavy bomber attack on Benghasi Harbor
caused large firem. 011 storage or tanker
balieved hit, indicated heavy smcke cover
which remained for thres and was so
dense it interfered with later RATF beary
bomber attack on same objective,

Maxwell

* ()
Action Copy: oPD iy J5

Info. Coples: G-2
CG AAF

HARy o ..iLEH _‘:r

0 1973

CH-IN-10300 (9/24/42)  OTSLE  mew g i gﬁ)ﬂ%{#

]
R COPY Mo,

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE |5 FORBIDDEN
Yurad Ledrcd

DECLASSIFIED

E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date «/ 2|44



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

e s INCOMING MESSAGE= -

o
ED. 11802, See. ME) nnd BT or ()
05D letter, May 4, 1971 i /
aai: . auERE W V5 wusodlH 201973 /
Tor  Milid \

Ko, 3480, Beptember 23, 1048,
Egyptian land patrols active,

RAF nttacked Tobruk Harbor might twentieth
and esnemy aircraft on ground and transport near Daba
twentyfirst but results not cbserved. Two Germ sir-
oeraft destroyed in air without Brit losm,

Axis troops redistributed as follows: HRorth
flank forward positions Gorm onme sixty fourth Division
less Infantry and WOP Motorized Division. Central
poditions WOP Infantry and Germ rrlnhﬂ:t troopas used
as infantry. BSouth flank other Wop Motorized Divia-
ion, Reconnaissapnce Unit Germ ninetieth and Wop para-
chute Troops. Antl tank dash sircraft guns along
entire lime.

In support North flank are Garm fifteenth
Armored and Wop one thirtysecond Armored Divisions.
Bupport Bouth flank Germ twentyfirst Armored and
Wop ome thirtythird Armored Divisions.

In reserve Jjust Bouth of Daba Oerm nine-
tieth Division less Recomn Unit. Further west nesr
Coast is Wop seventeenth Division.

Above redimtribution and fact that Rommel
has been digging, emplacing and mining forward pos-
itions probably additional evidence Axis expectis attack
and is combining defence in depth with mobility his
armored forces also protecting sgeinst landings on
coast in his rear.
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From: Cairo
TO; Agwar

No. Amsme 1469, September 22, 10942

Thera have been no changes in the dessrt
front positilons and ground mctivity is confined
to porsal patrols and artillery exchanges, By
air Tobruk was attacked night Beptember twenty-
iventy one with several fires started: day twenty
one Septeomber installaticons mt E1 Daba were attack-
#d and road traffic straffed, Enesy and own fight-
er sweeps over battle area limited and umeventful.

! demsp aarlis . 1
ar h movemer bout thi press indiciations,
md eoAtinued presence of un raining in xi
54 nen di Fatrun, previcusly reported,
o LT o alolng preient positions for sc
[ 8 have b : 0 somewhat

O F " h
improve their supply position, oo recent si

of new enemy air or ground uitt in North iea.
Balancing the chance of Rommel securing air rein-
forcements from Russian front in pear future it
appears the British are elect to further train
& powerful ground force and fully develop the
effective use of all squipment om hand for an all
out offensive at a later date,

Maxwell

Actiom Copy: OFD

Info. Coples: G-3
CG AAF
LOG

CM-IN-9894 (9/23/42) 08562 law W.1.8.JOURNLND. 65 SEP23 1942

COPY No. 27

s ,ﬂ_} Sy ...I'.ﬂ‘f-_f,-.f THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date «/ 2 /¢4



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

fied bwm INCOMING MESSAGES 51, 100

308 Mgz dervs

From: Embassy London
To: Nilid

Ko, 3448 Bept 31, 1942

Egypt only patrolm,

Tobruk bombed night sightesnth and fires started
tn plers. Air activity generally on reduced scals.
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From: Cairo m J5 AR et
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMSME 1440, September 21, 1942

Further dotails of combined oporations on Tobruk =
Jenghasi night September thirteen-fourteer now
available, For Marmhall. Bmall land foree, ipcluding
anti aircraft and coast defense gunners, Hoyal engi-
neers and long range dssert patrol groups basad on
Eufra, captured enemy gun positiona at entrance to
Marsa Usmm Es Scimusc om southern shore of Tobruk
Harbor entrance, This ares controlled from nught
aoght one five to sught eix aught t hours Bept-
ember fourteen. U 8 Air Force and had previounly
carried ocut heavy bombing of targets oo north shore
of harbor wisre several firesn wers started.
The Sesborre forces coopris ona company of Infantry
with Artil ery and Engineer detschments were timed to
support the land foroes but were not on schedule due
to misundurstood recognition eignal and dimpersion of
motor tropeda boat convoy in darkness. Const defenme
batteries attacked NT boats which did not land pertios,
returned to Alexandria in emall groups, four out of
eighteen lost. Two WT boats did land sbout twenty men
who joiped the land force which was able to do somo
damage before presumed overvhelmed by ensmy, At
| sught one four five hours fourteen Septembar landing
parties from destroyers Sikh snd Zulu landed on north
shore of Tobruk Harbor at Meysa Mreira, followed ai
aught four mught aught by main force comprising one
Battalion of royal Marines with attached troops.
Strong enemy opposition mnd no further news of this
operation but some success aseumed by definite reporte
of loud explosicons from mcattered demolitioms. Sikh
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMEEM 1440, September 21, 1943

heavily shelled by coant defense and digabled.
Zulu attomptad towing which was dmtinuld at

daybrenk: Sikh sunk off Tobruk and Zulu sunk by

J U el seven attack while returnil to Alesandria.
Casualties thirty eight officers and four hundred and
pinetecn men missing plus personosa’l froa Sikh believed
prisoners of war according epemy claims, Oams pight
etreng redding party by land attacked Banghasl end wae
repulped. Eaptember fifteer thim forcs was nitocked
heavily from air and lost much motor transport, Small
raldieg party attacked barge landingground and claim
twanty evemy alroraft destroyed twalve damaged.

Banghasl party now balieved pear Glale but no lats
contsct, Axia reports claim perachutists used; espential
oo pubtlicity so that possible escaps pnd roturn of

parties frow land foreos shell not be jeopardised.
Operations generally conmidered not succosatul. Extremal
quiet conditiona continue on desert froat,
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From: Londom
To:t MILID W

Fo. 3439, Beptember 20, 1943

On land patrolling only Egypt.

Malts bombars set fire enemy merchant
vessel off Tunimian coast seventsenth,

Tobruk harbor bombed night seventeenth,

Day eighteenth Brit bombers hit two mer-
;h.:t‘m s in ﬁ“ of 'I'nhg: and
1 ] damaged Snemy
aircraft over battle area and lost one hurricane.
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From: Calro
To: Agwar

No. ANSNE 1245 BSeptember 20, 1943

Complete lull on Egyptian frout. For Marshall
no changes 1: -:ﬁr or own dispositions.
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From: Cairo
To: AOGWAR

No. AMENE 1413 HSept 19, 1942

Desart front mo motivity or changes in
tions. . For Marshall -a indicationn
still point to consolidating snsive position
German Unite well distributed amcng Italian
with strong likelihood that Italian morals has
been weakensd considerably by unsuocessful
result of recent Axis attack,
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Action Copy: OPD [ i
Info. Coples: G=-2 i) . B} and KD} er (B
“@m Q6D betier, Iag 874
by iy Hakg u.-...EE_i:_;__J ?3

on-1n-8765 (9/20/43) 1oopz  "Ju3 MURMALNG. 140 SEPg0TAR

COPY No. 27

/ MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORDIDDEN
300 Marw Legca ™

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date «/, 2|44



AMNAR WAR DEPARTMENT L
riled 1v/1202p CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER Sopt 19

bd INCOMING MESSAGE _—

From: Loandon

To: Nilid
Ho 3433 Sept 19th, 19432

Bituation t unchanged activity limited patrols
land and usual operations,

Enemy lay mine Field front their positions
southern sector A,
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From: Madrid
To: Milid wWe DC

No. 282, Sept. 18, 1942

In Horth Africa 15th and 21st German Armored
Divisions 1 Motorized Divisionm 1 Infantry Division
probably 164th. Reference your No, 72, 2 Italian
Armored Divisions 5 Infantry Divisions total effective
strength 120 to 140 thousand, 500 to 600 tanks
source m-;-__-m Correspondents reliability fair.

Dusenbury
72 is CM-OUT-0487 (9/2/42) G-2

P
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From: Amembassy, London
To: MILID
Ho, 3427, September 18, 1842,

Both mides continue patrols Egypt. Enemy armored
cars reconnoitering on southern flank sixteenth.

Brit air hit st least one ship in Suda Baycrete
fourtesnth, Tobruk bombed night fifteenth. Two
ships hit Benghazi sixteenth. Over battle area
enemy loat one probably one more and seven damaged
and Brit lost one fighter during sizteenth.

War Office still without details Tobuk raid.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Number AMSME 1383, BSeptember 17, 1842

No special activity Desert Front for
Marshall above normal motor transport movement
to the rear of enemy lines but no special
significance attached now, Epemy air
reconnaissance increased. Air action sixteenth
enemy two destroyed seven damaged British loss
cne. British position changes Twenty Three
Armored Division four four one eight meven eight,
Ten Armored Division moved to rear at five nmamught
eight eight five seven with Eighth Armored Brigade
nearby at five naught naught eight five nsught.
Eighth Armored Division with One Three Three
Infantry Brigade aend Twenty Four Armored Brigade
in area ten miles southwest of Wadi Natrum for
training and receiving new equipment.
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mwu l?‘t one to sleven definitely
oconfirsed af fifty four Qerman Tanks destroyed'
seven anti tank eighty eight guns destroyed or
captured. For Marshall concerning effective German
aystem of tank recovery which has constituted a or
part of their desert operations following information
from Priscaer of war: The squadron has a repair

Maxwell
Action Copy: OPD
Info. Copies: G-2 CG AAF LOG
CM-IN-7920  (9/18/42) 32038  cen 1.6, OURWL N0 161 SEP;SBHR
iR, COPY No.

: THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE 1S FORBIDDEN
acy Myarh Aersicd

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/,2]/¢d



L

:)ML )

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

: INCOMING MESSAGE

RCS CCYD
H15/18 Bapt 18 1842
EW 13302

From: Cairo
Tog AGWAR

A mn
Ko. 1378 Sept 17 1842

Seventeen airplanes of Firet Provisiooal
Group sand Ninety Eight Bombardment Group success-
fully attacked shipping in Benghazi Harbor at
fourteen hundred hours Beptember mixteen. For
Arnold and Burles from Brereton. Opposed by only one
EE one gero nine snd very light anti sireraft fire
our bombers cluim hits on & medium vessel and a
large vessel the latter just sterting to unload its
cargo. In addition hits were scored on two wrecks
that are used as piers for unloading Both vessels
were ocbeerved afire as the formation left wvicinity.
Aircraft bombed from twenty three thousand feet
altitude snd evidently caught Italians during their
Chianti hour. All aircraft returned safely.
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No. 3420, Sept 17, 1943

corp
Sept 17
1410

Brit patrols remain active Egyptian fromt. Durlag
firtesnth enomy transport concentrated in north were
sghalled,

Brit of’epmive fighter petrols over battle zona

continue. Ou fifteenth oue coeny fighter destroyed

five probably end two damaged, Brii lost six fightera.

betwesn WOPS extended to in=lude battelions.

WoPg

Germ ninetieth light diviaion las withdrawn to ares
immedistely souih of Daba on coamt. Posailbly thie may
for rest but aleo possible Germs exject further Brit
commando lendiogs on coaat.

Leerned from cpptured document that agreemint ronched
between Axis that policy of oendwicting German unita

would only agree to Gernm brigrdes being inmerted

between their brigades ia front linr snd in mttick.
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Considerable evidence that Axis now developing
snd readjusting their defenss in depth which they .
bave not previously bad. This may be due experience
gained Rommels recent move when he found Brit defonse
bhad great depth alsc some opinion War Office that
Hommel expects British attack soon.

Fo evidence further reinforcements in sight for
Rommel. Twenty Second Germ Division reported still
Greece,

Axis supply situstion forward zone recently
improved and Hommel believed to have now twentycoe
days operational supplies.

Crain
Action Copy: I:I-—E'/ﬁ'g
Info. Copies: OPD
CG AAF
Log
I
ED W

& FER 201973

CM-IF-7245 (9/17/42) 18032 law

W1, B JOURNAL N0 142 SEP1 71942

31
T— copY No.

THE MAKING OF AN [EXACT COPY OF THIS MISSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By AT, NARA, Date «/ a/¢d



RC 7
| Filed at 0330/17
ge

® Gl o

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE oom
0637
ﬁ T e
From: Cairo '.&u_ ‘f‘d““h z".-- ok B0 oo m)
To: Agwar & JS, hu.:n,:‘_rl-d-l 201973

Ko, Amsme 1360, Sept 16, 19p42

Although the activity at the desert front
continues on a limited basis of patrol, harassing
artillery fire and air mction there are sigps of
preparation for greater movement in the near future,
The Axis forces have regrouped slightly with the
fifteenth Armored Division porthward at eight five
oine threge zerc one and Trieste moved to eight eight
two two six four where the bulk of enemy |
remaine collected generally about the ninetieth |
light and twenty first Armored. The mntitank [
battalion of thirty third Recce unit has taken
position to the rear at eight four nine two
seven two., On the British side a mine field
bas been laid from point eight eight six two mix three
to eight eight two two four zero behind which there
are reconnaissance units of forty Fourth Division
at four two four eight mseven zero, E R E C, at
four two four eight six five with a composite
force of Free French Brigade strength with a
squadron of tanks at four two four eight six =zero,

The fourth South African Armored Car Brigade just
sourth holding the flank at eight mix eight two four
three., The northward movement of the enemy fifteenth
Papzer indicated further defensive attitude to shorter
line of desert track communication, coverage to supply
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From: Cairo
Ta: Agwar
Ko, Amsme 13680, Sept 16, 1942

route at Sidi El Eahman and sensitiveness to
artillery fire from Australians during past few
days. It also coincides with group of about
ooe thousand motor transport moving morthwest
yesterday in rear of enemy lines. HNo further
details concerning recent Tobruk and Benghansi

i raids,
i
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ho. AMENE 1324, September 18, 1943

GSI now attempting to evaluate rumor refarence
| AMSME meven nine eight. HNewppapers seems to be its
| source for Eroner from Milattache.
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From: Ankara
To: MILID

Ho., 360, Septesber 15, 19432

British Military Attache has no confirmation
reference Hommel's illness but in receipt of
guidance telegram from London suggesting he go
slowly on rumor as it might be an Axis plant to
cover up failure of Rommel's last attack, Request
reply to my mo. 255.

Judwin
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To: Agwar
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! Kight of Beptember thirteen dash fourteen combined
operations raids were launched mgainst Benghasi and
Tobruk. In both cases mission was to harbor
facilities, shipping and vital supplies and to cripple
bases. Actions plaoned as raids, forces to hold for
twsnty four hours and withdraw, Ground, Navy and Air
Forces l:roh::. No reports received from

From: Cairo WS
Ill'-.:""\\

attacked mouth of harbor. Coordinated sir and
Havy attack was attempted on north shore, with plan to
destroy all facilities while converging tp meet Ground
Force at end of harbor. Oos cruiser, two destroyers,
ons submarine and eighteen torpedo E boats participated.
SBubmarine landed its raiding ¥ bot Axim l.:r attacks
which was om

waYy Tas -tﬁt to assistance of des-
troyers and sunk by air attack. A pumber of E boats
arews

and fate of participants mot knmown. Four B dash twanty
five United States bombers failed to return. Pistois
Division located on shore west of Tobruk, Enemy defense
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#hAmame 1339, Sept 18, 1042 From: Cairo To: Agwar Page 2

forece, anti sireraft fire and coast artillery considerably
heavier than anticipated. British ground force attacking
Beanghasi such larger than that at Tobruk but all details
of motion lacking. This action susmarized as s bold le
by British to prevent REommel from recelving supplies

a pariod of two weeks, Results kmown so far indicate
failure at Tobruk and most doubtful at Benghasi. No
urusual altivity om desert fromt.
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Fromi Caire
To: Agwar
o, Amsmae 1318, September 15, 1043
and dock facilities ip Buda
Bay ware attsoked during daylight hours

Sept fourtean with direct hits glaimed om
n--ﬂmmuiﬂ wae later obaerved

:
?@
;E

craft fire was received. All of our sircraft
ratursed safely to theair bases.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR Wn DC

No. Amame 1209, Bept. 14, 1843

During the hours of darkness on Sept thirteem
dash fourteen heavy and medium bombers of the United
States Middle Eaat Air Forces conducted sxtensive
bombardment attacks on Bengazi Tobruk and vital enemy
lapding grounds dropping hundred fifty eight thousand
pounds of bombm. For Arnold and Burles from Brereton.
Shipping and dock facilities were attacked in Bengurxi
while at Tobruk efforts were concentrated om Port
and enemy installations. Several fires and explosicns
were caused at both places with oms viclent explosion
and large fire at Tobruk. Seversl fires were started
by our mediuvm bombers on enemy landing grounds and hits
were observed among dispersed enemy mircraft, No night
fighters were engaged but heavy anti aircruft and search
1lite activity was encountered during all attacks. From
these operations four of our medium bombers are missing.

o
ED, ]

Maxwell ; .. 1 5T o (23
S wseonBER 94 1072
Action Copy: OCG AAF
fo. ies: OF it
Info. Copies G-!u 1.1, B, JOURNAL Mg 136 SEP1SIR
BPR
LOG

CN-1IN-8377 (8/15/43, HI ﬁ 91
COPY MNo.

g
200 :?'.r:f;l’ll Y oy THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date «/ 2 |ad



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

;ﬂ::niﬂlf‘fll lNCOMING MESSAGE:% 14, 1942

dv 17533 Z

; i )

N
From: London ek
To: Milid

Ko, 3403 Bept 14, 1942

Report Bommel illpess referred to your
elghtaen ninetyseven received here from
Ankara soveral days ago but not confirmod.
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From: Caire
To: Agwar

Mo, Améme 1393 BSept 14, 1943

Patrol and enemy working parties continue desert ]
fm\t. | tntn‘l. from fort P mthﬂtll!ﬂl__ndl

'l'

t ; . ":lu- Sahs aluht 2eve S0
ars um L] el e

three msro. emy two destroyed, seven probable,

oins . British loss none, Axis position

changes: Bol eight seven two two seven two, Trisate

eight six ei two meven mero, Folgore o seven mero

two aix two, British recent changes: two Zealand
Division resting st four six four nine oms two; Beventh
Armored Division to four four eight eight meven maro,
Tenth Armored Division four four mero esight eight seven,
Eighth Armored Brigade four thres two eight e '
Twenty Becond Armored four two seven eight el one
with twenty third at four two four eight sight five,
Forty Pﬂtr{h Division im line mt Urea eight eight four
two meven five and including following brigades one
thirty first at four two seven elght eight thres, ocne
thirty second to eight seven nine two seven one, one
thirty third at four five one eight nine six also one
fifty first at sight sight two two six nine. Oresk
brigade at eight eight five two meven one. Fifty First
Divieion imn ares four four three eight eight -u‘t
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From: Cairo Page 2
Tot Agwar

Fo. Ameme 1383 Sept 14, 1943

One fifty Becond Brigade four threa five eight eight
four, ons fifty third at four four two eight nioe
sero, one fifty fourth brigads to four four five
eight eight seven, Fifth Indian Division replaced
by Fourth Indisn Division in srea elght nine one two
sight mero, Ipdian Brigades are five at eight sight
ones two seven five, seven to eight eight seven two
seven nine, one mixty first at eight eight four two
maven nine, Eleventh Hussars moved to four four
eight eight six nine, one eighteenth and one twenty
fourth Eoyal Tank Regiments four five mero eight six
one,
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: Esbhassy LDN ik, MgpARd9TA o 5
B fhia PEE"Z0 1814
i L 11928 et

No. 3896 BSept 14, 1943

To pight twelfth Egypt only patrols porthern and
southern sectors and soms exchangs artillery fire central.

Hight eleventh Tobruk bombed and Matruh Harbor mined,

During twelfth Brit fighters intercepted Germ Dive Bomber
formation destroyed one probably six more snd damaged mix,
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From: Cairo
To: AOGWARE

No. AMSME 1385 BSeptember 13, 1947
Lull continues on desert froxt. Patrol

work and some shelling of enemy working parties
continoes. For llnhu Axis supplr position

believed somewhat i.mm-d with recunt arrival
M tlﬂi ships, fourth lost hter
: id fied rd B !
o ". ™k o ,‘ o T
hﬂttuknm:wlt-ﬁ-tm £ u,..c._.,_
this includes (9 s |
: in about two wecks FoShotatas
#i11 advise further. S e
Haxwell
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From: Loadon
Toi Eilid

Fo, 3393 Beptember 13, 10432

Land activity Egypt patrols omly.

Tobruk bombed night temth starting fires.
Puring eleventh three snemy two Brit fighters
destroyed in meotion.
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From London
To Milid

No 3387 Bept 13, 1942
Beveral claghes between patrols along Egyptian
front and Brit artillery in south” fired on enemy

infantry and working parties otherwise quiet tonight
eleventh .

Brit reaided Tobruk and Axis merchant ship torpedoed
fifty miles from Derna.

2
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From London
To Milid

No 3384 Bept 11, 1942

Only land sctivity Egypt tenth except usual
patrols was gmall engagement betwenn few roving Axis
tanks and Brit artillery im extreme south.

Brit air made attacks various groups enemy
transport and bombed Tobruk.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. ANSME 1241 September 10, 1842

Jetties and dock area Tobruk Harbor were
bombed nineteen thirty hours local time September
nine by B dash twenty fours of first Provisional
Group. Bursts cbserved but damaged difficult to
egtimate because of hare and slight amount of cloud
(For Arpold from Brereton) forty five thousand pounds
of bombs dropped from twenty three thousand feet.
Anti aircraft fire was extremely heavy. Enemy plane
observed but no action resulted. All sirplanes re-
turned to bases.
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From: Ascn Embassy London
To: Nilid

Fo. 3380 Bept 10, 1942

Only patrol activity both sides Egypt night seventh
eighth and ninth. . e i

Considerable amount enemy transport behind their forward
lines southern sector.

Eneny have sstablished strong points along their forward
Positions fromt of origimal Brit Hinefields southern sector.

Night seventh Brit aircraft from Malts and Egypt attacked
southbound coavoy north of Dernsand jit twe marchant ships and one
destroyer. Tobruk also bombed, Day eighth Brit fighters inter-
cepted large formation Germ Dive Bombers with Fighter Escort.
Destroyed three plusfour probable mnd damaged five for loss one
fighter. Enemy transport moving Matruh to Sollum bombed and

bheavily damaged.

;!  Lateat estimate Axis Tank Strength German one hundred
elghty WOp one hundrad thirty all rusners with total one hundred
|

more under rapair.

Now definitely known German achutist used as Infantry
in attack om Ruwelsat Ridge on riyfirst August.
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From: Amca ﬁu-ru-h Page 3
TO: Nilid

No. 3380 pgept 10, 1942
senth, Plstcia, division known to be in Libys

morsixt
htltulﬂmtﬂnunhﬂh ar nev of Germ twentysecond
Alr Landing Division last reported Gresce smroute Join Rommel.
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo, AMSNE 1208, Feptember 9, 189432,

At twenty three hundred hours t eighth
no change in enemy or British dispositions on
Alamein Front. Twenty two tanks of twenty one
Panzer Division have been counted along moreen
in Bouthern Bector with twenty six wore in 3
reserve at eight meven five two five five. Fifty 7;-3&
First Highland Division, recently arrived, moving '
up from Delta and will replace Second New Zeal
Division, to be placed in reserve for rest vicinity e &
Burg El Arab. Fourth Indian Division which has — {7
been resting on moving up to replace Fifth
Indisn Division, also due for rest. Alr sctivity
confined principially to Fighter Sweeps.
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From London
To Hilid

Ko 3374 Bept 9, 1942

Fight sixth in Egypt venemy transport movement im
southern sector increased. In northern and central
sectors only Brit activity wes patrolling.

Up to night fight in southeast sector cperations
confined to sartillery fire and patrolling.

Brit-aild continues attacks enemy troops and tranmsport
and during seventh shot down five enemy fighters and
damaged three for loss of one fighter. Tobruk Harbor
and landing ground Dabs bombed and aircraft from Malta
torpedoed enemy merchant ship mven thousand tome im * -
southbound convoy day sixth. k

Be sure read Churchills statement to Bouse of
Commons etght. i
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Ho. AMSNE 1199, September B, 1942,

At dusk on Eeptember seven B dash twenty four
sircraft of the First PFrovisional Group bombed m convoy
of three medium Merchant Vemsels and ten Escort Yessals
enroute to Tobrouk. One direct hit and two near misses
claimed on cne mediom vessel. For Arnold and Surles
grom Brereton. The formation was attacked by two JU {
eighty eight and four men suffered slight face wounds \
from glass. There was no damsge to our aircraft. |
Twenty B dash twenty four aircraft of the Himety Eighth
Bombardment Group given mimsion of destroylang the same
convoy. Darkness forced embloyment imto search formation
and only two aireraft attacked the convoy claiming one |
possible hit and one nesr mise on & tanker, Other air-
gaft proceeded to secondary target and ghipping and
facilities in Suda Bay were attacked resulting im large
fires sand explosions. A large ship was observed burning
along jetty and it has not been determined whether this
was the effect of RAF or American Air Force bombs.
Aircraft which sttacked Airdrome in vicinity of Suda Bay
reported starting s fire believed to be fuel storage that
could be seen from sixty miles. This formation encountered
only insccurate anti aircraft fire during the attack and
2l1l aireraft returned to their Bases safely.

]
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From: Cairo " a.a‘..l H:m e 201973
To:  AGWAR W N s -
No.  AMSME 1109, September B, 1842

At dusk on September smeven B dash twenty four
aireraft of the First Provisional Group bombed a convoy
¢l three medium merchant vessels and ten escort vesssls
enroute to Tobruk. One direct hit and two pear misses
claimed on one medium vessel. For Arnold and Burles from
Brereton. The formatlon was attacked by two JU eighty
elight and four men suffersd slight face wounds from
glass. There was no damage to our aircraft. Twenty B
dash twenty four sircraft of the Ninety Elghth Bombardment
Group given mission of destroying the same convoy. Darkneas
forced embloyment noyo search formation mnd only two
aireraft attacked the convoy clalming one poasible hit
und one pear miss on the tanker. Other aireraft proceeded
io secondary target and shipping and facilities in Suda
Bay were attacked resulting in large fires and exploalons.
A large ship was observed burniog along Jetty and it has
not been determined whether this wam the sffect of HAF or
Lmerican Air Force bomba. Alrcraft wvhich o tacked airdromes
in vicinity of Buda Bay reported starting a fire believed
to be fusl storage that could be seen from sixty miles.
This formation encountered only ipaccurate anti mireraft
fires during the attack and all aireraft returned to their
bases safely.
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From: Cairo »
To: Agwar
Fo. Amsme 1194 BSeptember 8, 1942

During day of Bept meventh one mix one Indimn
Brigade took over fromt of fifth Division ':il: ninth
Indian Brigade in reserve. For Marshall, Zealand
Division engaged im patrol and light artillery action with-
out change in positions, BSeventh armored Divismion continoed
patrol activity on southern flank. Alr sctivity limited to
fighter sweeps with no light bombers in action. At nineteen
hundred hours enemy disposition remain unchanged with tanks
from twenty first Panzer Division along eight hundred eighty
four grid and anti tank guns slightly withdrawn. Line runs
generally between sirong pointe at Beir EL Mufassi and
Qarer EL Himeimat, ) No major offensive el e

r destroyed or

abandoned remain at eighty German mediums with no con-
firmation until completion of physical count by Chaseis
nusbers .
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar
Ho. Amsme 1183, Sept B, 1942

In the fece of heavy anti sircraft fire an sttack
by B dash twenty four D mirplapes ninety eight group
wvas pressed home on Candia Crete Harbor installstlions
during daylight Sept six. For Arnold from Hrereton
direct hit on power statlon reported togethur with
meveral firesm on docks and warehcusen. No opnemy
aireraft, Fifty one thousand pound bombs dropped in
target srea. All airplanes relurned.

HAXWELL
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No. 3360 Bept 8, 10432

Reports received from Egypt up to night
seventh show German Africa Corps then back in
positions held prior to recent battle. However
epemy 8till holde about twelve miles of British Mine-
fields thru which Eommel made him advance slso holds
tris ar area extending sbout six miles sast of
mipsfields. Brit attacking this triangle from
north, esst and south with light armored forces
and encountering considerable opposition from
artillery and antitank guns and NOP tanks and
MEotorized Infantry.

8ti1l1 no inpdication next move from
either mide.

Brit now report eighty enesmy tanks definitely
dastroyed to night seventh plus twenty more possibles.
Brit had total fiftytwo put out mction but claim
majority can be restored.

Kight sixth Tobruk snd Heraklion bombed.
Day mixth enemy air sctivity moderate scele but included
tvo dive bombing and two fighter bomber attacke.

Brit air sctivity battle area conmimted -
interception and bombing enemy tanks and trapsport.

Enemy lost five aircraft Brit twelve fighters
with five pilots safe.
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L1
OSD letter, May 3, 1972 LR

To: AGFAR
Ho. AMSNME 1161, Sept 7, 1942

Four United States tank crews just returned from
‘esert front where they took part in heavy fighting
on EKonday afterncon and Tupeday morning while opersting
Crant tunke with twenty Second Armored Brigade. Actlion
a8 in sres sround four three three eight meven four.

One officer snd nine men (*) crews.

CcCwDn
Bep
1525

At beginning of

atteck orders to P-'tiah tanks were to hold fire snd let
anemy tanks go by,.. while uttutln: aoft (*)

#a8 oxcellent. Believe Stukss bomhod

13 demage. Complain thet sights on both thirty seven

¥M snd seventy five MM will not take 1t in t

and are jsrred out of adjustment by recoill shock and
skella striking srmour. Complein that seventy five
MM turret cen not swing three six nsught degrees amo

tank has s blind side.

co high and did

Would give up the thirty seven

TM gun to get complete swing for bigger gun. All have
uighk regard for equipment otherwisme, and speak well of
German M dash three special,

HAXVELL

(*) Omismions being serviced.
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No, Amsme 1161 BSeptember 7, 1842

From desert front where they took part in heavy
fighting on Monday afterncon and Tuesday morning while
operating Grant tanks with twenty second Arsored Brigade
four Upited Btates tank crews just returned. Nine men
and one Officer of US crews wounded, the Officer and two
men hospitalized. Action was WB area around four three

three eight seven four, lnm.d_j_;mumm-
German medium t fo rews claim, five of total
t orde o hold fire and

let enemy taoks go by, while attacking soft smkinned supply
and troop vehicles but epemy turned toward British tanks and
opened fire, Battle became general and Germans were driven
back but British tankié did not follow and avoided sighty
aight MM and other antl tank gun traps. ==

t i
eve excellent alr support given to tanks by British. Stukas
did no damage h-lln-“tuhod too high. Complain that sights
on both meventy five MM and thirty seven MM are jarred out of
adjustment by shells striking arsor and recoll shock and will
not take it in combat. Complain tank has blind side because

E— coPY g
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Page 2 From: Cairo To: Agwar Ho. Amsme 11681 Sept, T, 1842

seventy five MM Turret cannot swing three hundred sixty
dogrees. To get complete swing for bigger gun would give
up the thirty seven MM gun, Otherwise all have bigh
regard for equipment and speak well of German M-three
special,

Maxwell

Note: Corrected copy of CE-IN-2027 (9/8/42)0PD,
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From: Calro
To: AGWAR

Fo. /MBME 1180 GSeptember 7, 1942

As of eight hundred hours Beptember seventh
theare had been po change in enemy or British
dispositions since mineteen hundred hours Bgptember
sixth. Patrol and artillery activity against enemy
anti-tani: seraea continued but observation wam
difficul: due to mirage. Two reports believed
roliable fror prisoners indicate General Von Bimmarck,
Commande~ 1w nty First Panzer, was killed in
rocent actlioa.

Maxwall
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. Amsme 11789, September 7th, 1842,

Axis Forces have practically completed an
orderly withdrawal to its former position,
Losses in equipment and motor transport have

been as heavy as expected. Tank losses
estimated at not more than seventy German and
Italisan left on the battlefield. British Patrol
followed closely upon withdrawing Axis Forces.
i“ i® not believed that a counter attack im
I plenied. General Officer Comsranding eighth
Army han stated belief that Axis 'M::l I{.kll
withdraw to Matruh Line in order to shorten his line
of communications,
L from Milattache for Eroner this report is
rom Moore who has just returned from desert.

Eazwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

Ko, AMSME 1165, September 7, 1942

(—'nr, l1ittle change in situation western desert

September sixth. Elements of ninety light Dug in at Deir
El Munassi eight eight two two six two, Anti tank screen
runs from there south te Daret Elhimemat eight eight naught
two five naught, lightly held by elements of twenty cne
Panzer and atrongly covered by anti tank guns, Elements of
British four Light Armored Brigade approached Deret El
Himemat ot sizteen hundred thirty hours and were turned back

by anti tank B, “0One five two brigade has moved up from
and occupies fortified area at nine naught three four
five four.

Haxwell
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From: Am Embpssy LDN
To: Eilid

Ho. 3362 Sept 6, 1942

Duripng fifth ensmy contipued withdrawsl smouthern sector
Egypt beiog continually followed and harassed day and night
by Erit Light Armored formations, Artillery and Air. Brit
sdvence this mector about 7 miles which places Brit forward
troops sbout 3 miles east of m line drawn from Deir El Munassib
south to Qeret El Hemeimat between which original Axis advance
was made. Ko change in situstion nmorth of Deir EL Munasail .

Fortytvo eovmy tanks known completely destroyed first 2
daf® Rommels advance but exsct figures since then not yet
reported.

Brit up to last night hed fiftytwo taoks of which thirty
were grants knocked out but eay that grester part these will be
restored to service. o

TWOP sabotsge partyof thirty landed on coast behind Brit
lines in sttempt destroy cosstal reilway and acteally placed
exploaives on track but although 1 trein ren over them did not
explode whereupon WOPS surrendered.

BAF have maintained grest aesimtonce in battle sone although
enexy has increased his air efforts against them,

HeClure
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From: Cairo

To: AGWAR |

No. AMSME 1158, Septeaber 6, 1042 |

At dark September 5th enemy was continuing withdrawal |
of southern forces. British Light frmor contipued pressure
from east and south. Twenty First Panrer had Jjoined Fiftecuth
Panzer at BBB258 with Finoty Light npear B78263. Axis anti
tank screen with about forty medium tanks along BEZ northing
end 253easting gride. 3 squadrons of British Eleventh Hussnrs
engnged in patrol action ic vicinity of B50250, Estimate
continuetion of pressure by British in south with no major -
offonsive until force has been strengthened by additionmal tanks
oo Haxwall has talked with Montgomery commanding
ghth Army within past twenty four hours and it im agreed
that immediate threat to Delta Ares im removed.

Mexwell |
|
B, 11
Action Copy: OPD l‘ DD datter, Juy 3 1
Info. Coples: G-3, CG AP, 106 M 8 s FEB 201075

.18, JOURNAL NO. 125 SEP 61942
CM-IN-2387 (9/6/42) 1848z

WA corv . 3l
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE |85 FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED

E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date «/ 3 /e

Aot Mere Areica



0 ‘wE—_

= WAR DEPARTMENT
RC 13 CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER com

s INCOMING MESSAGE::: **

4
PRIORITY . 4y wod 500 0e B

Lol fubage, My ?'_ll‘ri I
From: Cairo 2 EB 20181 |
To: AGWAR [ ﬂ‘.‘.ﬂu”——'-.J

No. AMEME 1137, September 5, 1843,

Part one: Night Septesmber third dash fourth New
“ealand Division launched attack due Bouth against flank
of withdrswing Axis Forces. By morning they had advanced
about four miles to two sixty five North Grid. At least
one hundred fifty priscners taken from Rescis and Trieste
Divimion. Enemy Forceas reacted strongly and formed to
meat this threat. The Fifteenth Armored Division took
over rear guard position amlong eight ninety Easting Grid |
vhile the Nipetieth Light, elements and armor of Twanty |
Firat Division, two Eighty Eighth Foree and Ramcke Group,
supported by Ariete on left and Littorio on right, formed
for sttack, Two worning attacks wore made Northward Against
New Zealanders in area eight eight three two mix eight .

Both attacks ropulsed. At fifteen hundred hours aame

snemy Force launched a more vigorous counterattack which

was slso repulsed by ninetesn hundred hours. Latest re- |

ports New Zealanders holding ground and Axis Forces

being crowded toward gaps in mineflelds by Tenth Armored

Division snd Seventh Motor Brigade moving in from East.

Deir El Ragil cleared mnd enemy forces now west of line

aight ninety two. Part Two: The enemy Motor Transport

have cleared the minefield, snd are out of the battle

area. OUndetermined quantity of derelict vehicles on

variocus parts of battle field. Humber expectad to be

large and Rommel cannot mow put his army om wheels in

case further withdrawal is necessary. A minimum of

el ta has besn 1 itish hands,

[ o : ank lossss comparatively

light and now knownthat eighteen mediums were put out of

\ action first snd second day of battle, during enemy attack
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Fo. AMSNE 1127, Sep 5, From: Cairo Page TWO

on Twenty Becond Brigade, vhen American crews participated.
This t wan severe and believed represents ul:
rpprecisble committment of our medium armcured strength.
Part Three: Alr and artillery sttacks being continuousl
pressed agalost enemy armor and tramsport. For the firs
time im several weeks, no cargo vessels are known to be
moving South from Italy or Greece with supplies. A

convoy is being asmembled at Tarento and Brindisi, probably
because the sending of single vessels with escorts has

not paid. It is expected this convoy will be heavily
escorted, as it is now vital for Rommsel to receive gasoline,
transport and other supplies. American heavy bombers have
taken over this mission and are waiting. All RAF planes

in Middle East are assisting in desert battle. Malta has
aasumed the offensive mince arrival of ite lamt cargo, and
will take part. It now makes daily fighter mweeps over
Bielly and has torpedo planes for attacks on shipping along
Ureak Coast,

Haxwell
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. ANSME 1131  September 5, 1042

Desert front eveing of 4th positions of
engaged units as follows: enemy Trieste ond
Littorio BB8265, Twenty First Armored Division
and Ninetieth Light 265, Brescia snd Ariete
878265, Fifteenth Armored Division BET257.
British, Twenty Third Armored Brigade 890270,
Twenty Second Armored Brigade 424877, Tenth
Armored Division 42BB7B, Seventh Armored Brigade
425875, Seventh Motor Brigade 423870, 2 Rifle
Brigade 425868, Fourth Light Armored 425863,
Twelfth Light 885246, Eleventh Hussars 880280,
One Thirty Second and One Fifty First Regiments
moved in with Fifth New Zealand to reinforce

their position. ng of 5th the Ninetieth
Light began woving out o awing
vieion

oUt to Area BB7257 and im estimated to have fifty
threes runners. Probably strength of Twenty First
Armored Divieion fourty seven rumners. Twenty
Second Armored Brigade, Tenth Armored Divieion,
Seventh Armored Division and Seventh Motor Bfigade

continue pushing enemy wemtward over minefield gaps.

Now estimat loss in tank strength
to‘:_i! iﬁii;. including twenty four gricts.
Attack by air and artillery still continuwes against
Axis tenks and transports.

Haxzwell
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From: Cairo
Tot Agwar

Ho. Amsme 1739 Sept 5, 1942

As of twelve hundred hours September fifth Panzer had
moved to polnt 868258 and Italian twentieth Corps just
onorth at 280. Marshall from Maxwell. Ninetieth Light
at BB0263 with twenty first Panzer on itsright at BBS260. Anti
tank screen slong two hundred sixty sasting Grid. British
Seventh and Tenth Armored Divisions cont inuing pressure from
north and Esst with patrola from Eleventh Hussars and Twelfth
Lancers roughly along two hundred forty meventh easting Grid.
Fifth New Zealand and One Hundred Thirty Becond Brigades hold
line facing south along two hundred sixty fifth easting Grid
from eight hundred eighty to eight hundred eighty eight northing
Grids. No evidence of Italimn Armor in south sector esst of
eight hundred seventy northing Grid.
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From: AmEmbassy London England
To: MILID

Fo, 3358, Bept 5, 1842

German Africa Corps continued move gradually west
during third in Egypt. Their patrols wors sctive and
Brit and Germ Artillery exchanged fire ir Southern
Bector.

Brit Forces in South oppoming Romrels advance made
slight advance during night third,

During fourth enemy contimued hism withdrawal which
was continuously attscked by Brit light armored troops,
Enemy counter rttacked twice both of which ropulsed.

Night Becond Brit light bombers bembed enezy con-
centrations in Central Sector while American Mitchells |
bombed landing grounds Eldaba and our heavies bombed Tobruk, [
During day Third American and Brit light bombera sscorted ;
by Fighters made eloven attacks on ensmy concentrationm
central sactor with successm. Sorties for the day two hun-
dred two light bombera five hundred saventy four Fightere,
Alrcraft casualtiss: German three destroyed ten probables
and eight damaged. Brit lost five fighters.

Enemy Fighter Bombers attacked Brit forward Troops
but enemy fighters chiefly employed sgainst allied bombers,

» JS, FER o n 1073
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From: London
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Ho. 3366, Bept 5, 1042 Page 2

Also on Third enemy mouthbound convoy of three
Eerchant veamselas and four destroyers attacked mouth
of Crete by American Liberators but effect bombing
not observed. That night Brit torpedo Wellingtons attmcked
fime convoy. Ono merchant vemeel wam sunk mnother sat
fire. Following morning only one ghip sscorted by das-
troyeras could be located mnd one Destroynr was hit three
timos and set fire. Ono tanker also located but already
on fire,

Commant: Apparent from all information received here
that Rommel hoped to again lure Brit Main Tank Foreces irto
pitehed battle am previously when he could operate on tham
with superior Germ Tanks and antitank guns. Brit not yet
fallen for thism and their tactica conmist whittling down
his flaoke and motor tramsport with light fast armored
units, shooting up his tanks with tventy five pounder Field
guns and seventy five millimeter tank guum from safe
dietance and alemo using light bombar and fighter bomber
aircraft as woblle Artillery.

Unofficinl sstimate Gorman Tank losses to date

thirtynine.
HeClure
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Americen Adr Forces in Middle East contilnued
their intensive support of the Eighth Army on
Septembesr 4 with one hundred four thousand pounds
of bombs, An enémy convoy of three merchantman
¥ith accompanyling destroyers was attacked in the
lediterranesn by cur heavy bombors cooperating
with the RAF and the Royml Kavy. For Arpold snd
Burles from Broreton. Our crews carried thelr
bombardment on in the face of enemy mirplanes and
inti mirernft attacka. It is reported that two
of the merchantmsn were sunk with a third left
blaziog and near Misses on one destroyer. Our
sedive-bomber airplenes operating over the battle
ares attacked enemy motor transpoet eight Amorican
crews and fighter nirplanes in conjunction with
AAF furnishing protective cover. Direct hits and
many near Misoes were obtained destroying and
dameging numerous vehicles. Enemy landing (1-%)
grounds were attacked by four B dash twenty five
with many hits in the target srem. GSeveral near
Jisses observed amongst parked alrplanes and several
Tires were started. During the course of these operationa
1 ME 109 and 1 ME 110 are reported as having been shot
down. One of our {ighter alrcraft was destroyed but
the p:lnt is roported as having been recovered and
19 mafe. '
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From: Cairo o I8, “M—@—L—'
To: Agwar
No, Ameme 1107 Eept 4, 1042

Amorican Air Forces in Middle Esst continued
their intenaive support of the eighth aArmy on
September fourth with ome hundred four thousand
pounds of bombs. An enemy convoy of three
mérchentmon with sccompanying destroyers was
attacked in the Mediterranesn by our hemvy bombars
cooperating with the RAF and the Royal Navy. For
Arnold and Surles from Brereton. Our crews carried
their bombardment on in the face of enemy alrplanes
and antl mircraft attacks, It is reported that two
of the Merchantman were sunk with a third left
blazing and nesr Mieses on one destroyer, Our
medium bomber alrplanes cperating over the
battle area attacked ensmy motor transport with
Amorican crews snd fighter airplanes In conjuction
with RAF furnishing protective cover. Diract hits
and many near Mismes wdre obtained deatroying nnd
damaging numerous vehicles, Enemy landing (*-1)
The target area. Several near Mimses obaerved
amonget parked alrplanes nnd several fTires wero
started, During the course of these operations
one ME one zerc nine and one ME one ons zero
are reported ms having been shot down., Ome of
our fighter ailrecraft was dostroyed but the pilot ia
seported as having been recovered and is mafe.

(*-1) Group omitted correction to Maxwell
follow
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Enemy withdrawal westward to starting line
continuing. Constant harassing of movement by British
Artillery and light armor aleo joint mir mctiom on
heavy scale with ideal tll"_‘:: . No engagement or
commitment of British heavy armor reported.
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From: London
To: MILID

Ho, 3347, September 4, 1942

During second maln body of Germ Armored Forces
which mdvanced in Egypt remained in the area south-
weat of Alem El1 Halfa with ite flanks protected by
armored car ecreen, Brit Forces facing enemy on
north, east and south also remained in their battle
positions without being attacked. Howaver enemy

trm{nrt was coatinuously e by Brit artillery
and light srmored forces and air and sixty motor
— B

E‘_ruch d"tilm'

/ On third Germ Forces withdrew from above aren
to one about nine miles further south and mlightly
westwerd, There was still no armored angagemsnt but

Brit continued harassing tectics of previous day.

Commont on above: Rommel's comparative inactivity
and his withdrawal on third puzzle War Office but
enother maneuver expected immediately although impossmible
to forecaest.

During sbove two day period Brit and Allisd Alr
activity intense day and night on every possible
target but Axim counter air also incremsed., Thers is
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no doubt that Brit present tactics of using fighter
bombers and light bombers as highly mobiles long range

artillery against enemy troops, tanks and transport
ie paying higher dividends than previcus Brit air

tactice.
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Desert front September third. About twelve
hundred hours Axis tank concentration began withdrawl
southward and by close of dsy were in area four two six
eight seven naught, four three two eight six Tive,
and four two six eight six five. Enemy patrol line
four two three aight seven seven, four three one
eight seven five, four thrae one eight six five then
touthwest slong ridge to HEIMEMA. Ground mctivity
comparstively guiet except for harassing of enemy tanks
and motor transport empeclally by seventh motor brigade
northeant of Deit El Ragil. Present British Strategy
is to withhold main Armor and use light tanks, artillery
and air against enemy groups described as perfect air
targets. British claim ninety German tanks out of
action including thirty three dynamited, Itallsn
medium tank strength down to one hundred twenty. All
claims however are preliminary and subject to further
check. No let up in combined mir attmck on battle
targets, enemy forward sarea and supply line During

31
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day two hundred medium bomber sorties made

mouthern sector alone. Total combined sortles for
day eight ninety meven Against Axis two twenty

eight. U3 aircraft made ninety eight sorties,
dropped one hundred and four thousand pounds of bombs.
Results excellent both by observation and from ncute
senEitiveness demonstrated by Axis vehliclea at approach
of bombers. Enemy alr setivity has been confined to
fighter attemps to prevent air bombing amttacks and
failed to include attacks by J U eighty seven aireraft.

seéa results include two ships sunk, one on fire by
hmm. —_—
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Haxwell
Action Copy: OPD B
B0, 11882, Bee, 5B 5 A
Info. Coples: G-2 OFTY fetter My
CG AAF E FEB 201
LOG - 93

CM-IN-1586 (9-4-42) . 2245 Z

.08, J0URNAL NG, 144 SEP 4 q9

WP 0 oo 3L

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,2]ed




NAVAL MESSABE J) NAVY DEPARTME. ) |

DRAFTER EXTEWSION MUMATR ADDRISIEES PRECEDINEL
ALUSHOB A
FROM B IH . g upmv FRIDEITY
RELEASED Y 5 seTRRR
S 9 SEPT 1942 2 e i)
TOR CODEROOM _E9_33_ E FRIQRITT
S ! umugﬁmu_anfﬂfﬂaﬁg sounne
DIFERRED
PARAPHRASED §¥ 3 3 e St oo Pl
THDICATE BV ASTLCRIZK ADOAESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY Ii_ SATISFACTORY. WA
| ROONEY (#2085 NCR 9138 W ‘\!
UNLEES OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATEH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEOENCE. :
CRIGIMATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME BATE TIME 2 Sl 13
TEXT «
ACTION BRITISH INTELLIGENCE HAS LEARMED THAT SINCE AUG 19 FRENCH
' ;'“ GOVERNOR AT DJIBOUT) AND ASST GOV QUOTE HAVE SICHED NO
=l
S ORDENS UNQUOTE, A STATUS SIMILAR TO RESICNATION. BRITISH
F-0013 INTELL IGENCE HERE BELIEVES PRESSURE HAD BEEN PUT ON GOVER-
“m NOR TO ALLOW EMEMY SUBS TO USE DJIBOUTI AS BASE BUT THAT
Fal GOVERNDR RESIGHNED RATHER THAN EXPOSE LJIBOUT! To DEF“'IE..
i ALLIED REPRISALS. THIS TIMES IN WITH INFO IN MY LIS 2#1#35
F=2
i AND @112@:”” 18 EXPECTED THAT WITH CLOSE OF MONSOON
F-30 SEASON ABOUT MID SEPT EHEMY SUB ACTIVITY IN GULF OF ADEN
o AND RED SEA WILL 1NCREASE,
F=33 EO. 11662, See. NE) wad MDY o (B
F-34 USD lotter, May 3
o DISTRIBUTION ol e 20 1973
F=3T 16..ACTION
= m:cnp:cmmun..aﬂczuup..cuu..rlLE

PRl

Make original ealy. Deliver o communbeatlon watch oficer In person.  (Ses Art, T8 (1) NAVREGS.)
S.}'é‘-"ffa Se0 Newrw " LT l-n-m-c:-r-m-u -:_u.q "

DECLASSIFIED
- =. Lg.mm. Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
h RT, HRM m_’*'il_i J 1"!{




G ) (YT o Y

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

rivee s ANCOMING MESSAGE. &,

efg 14142

From: Amembassy London
To: Milid Wasbingtom DC

Ho. 3344 Beptember 3, 1842

General situstion in Egypt on land mot repeat not
materinlly changed on second. Main encmy armored forces
withdrew slightly to south of Alam E1 Bueib. Largea enemy
Mt concedtration is in same aream and both being continuslly
harassed by Brit light armored forces and by air. Ko
repeat no close ranger tank conflicts had taken plece to
last night and Brit apparently have decided to spar with
Rommel and wait for an opening rather than attempt to slug
with him as in past.

Alam El Bueib now occupied by Brit fortyfourth Division
plus Brit twentythird Tank Brigade but have not been in
action yet. A

Germ Ninetieth Division las made no repeat no further
attempt advance. There are some indications two Wop
armored and one Wop motorized divisionn may follow two
Germ armored divielons same route.

Since night thirty firat Brit air bas heavily almost
continucusly attecked enemy Mt, landing grounds, tanks and
harbors snd traffic on coasmt road. During thie period
ten enemy aircraft were destroyed eight probably destroyed
;mt eizteen damaged. Brit lost eleven fighters and three

ombers ,
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Brit now estimate total Germ tanks in present advance
two hundred ten and motor transport five hundred. Alse
estimate Axis total strength as follows: Personnel
ninety thousand. Field and medium guos five forty. Germ
tanks two thirty Italian two twenty total (FAAEF §65) four
fifty. Of the tanks twentyfive are mark two balance
about equally mark three and four mnd of latter two types
about half armed with long barrelled fiftyfive or sevanty-
five millimeter guns.

Wop morale still believed low mnd raplacements received
are second rate troops. However Wops armored and motorized
divieions now better equipped with artillery and antitank
guns than previously. The four Wop Parachute Battslions
nor being used am infantry in front line bear name of
Cacoiatori D'Africa.

Sixtieth Wop divieion believed wiped out and remainder
personnel used replacements.
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar
fAusme 1098, September 3, 1942

Noon Beptember three no enemy forces sesn north of
eight meven naught northing grid and east of four two five.
Axin had withdrawn fifteen und twenty one sarmorsd divisions
to general area four two nine eight eix ssven at twelve
hundred hourm. For Marshall three columna totaling three

thousand enemy vehiclem moving wesiward at eight saven
naught sasting betwean two five nmught and two mix maught

grida. ry indieation epemy now withdrawing to nr.t;innl”
Jump off pi .

S S L
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Demert Front Septesbor two no armored or
mnjor engagesent, For Marshall continuous
harasming of enemy tenk concentrations and
motor tramsport by artillery and air. Night
Saptenber one dash twe continuous mir attacke
around El Daba. Septesher two air straffing of |
barges at Sidi Barrani, transport on road, and i
motor transport concentratlons general area |
four three eight eight seven two three one
thousand enemy wvohicles reported grouped at last
light., Total mir sorties United States Air
Force and Hoyal Alr Force eight naught four,
Axis morties three eight meven. Claimed losmes
Axis nineteen desiroyed, five probable, one
dasaged, againet ten British Plases missing. .
Four Humsars attacked three hundred enemy moior
transport at eight eight nine two five three,
eixty destroved.
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To: Agwar

Ko. Amame 1088 Bept 3, 1943

Unite of the Middlas Eamt United Staten Aray Alr
Forces using Medium Bombers and Fighter Aircraft and in
conjunction with the RAF successfully attacked concentrated
enomy transport destroying damaging and firing many vehicles
during the houra of daylight Beptember second. For Aranold
and Burles from Brereton. Our heavy bombers carrying on theilr
offensive ngainst wvital harbor inatallation attacked the dock
facilitiex at Tobruk cauning fires and explomions., Moderata
antisircraft fire and enemy mircraft were encountered, All
of our aircraft returned to their bass nirdromens.
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Enemy armored columns which attacked Egypt thirty first |
turned northward on first and latest reports received London
aix AM date showed hesd mein enemy arpored column had reached
Alem El Bueib but had made progress only by avolding Brit
strongpointe and concentretions and had been held wherever
they had made direct attacks.

Judging from all reports received Brit had not repeat
not yet committed any thoir ersored forces except Fourth |
Light Armored Brigade and Twenty Becond Armored Brigade
in opposition also enemy had pot repeat not increased his
original sttacking force.

Germ Rinetieth Divipion which sttacked further north
on thirty firet hss not repest not resumed advance.

Brit troops mre attacking tall of enemy srmored force
from south and enemy concentrations by Brit air.

In northern Sector no enamy meotivity but Brit made
raid cepturing one hundred Germs.

All air operations remtricted thirty firet by dumt.
On first eight enemy sircraft destroyed by AA fire and
daven in combat for loss three British. |

Brit reporit they have eight hundred tmaoke now for-
ward area of which one hundred sixty Graats. Ko reports |
tank casuslties yet received.
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From Cairo
To: AGWAR

Fo. Amsme 1053, September 2Znd, 1942,

During the hours of daylight and darkness Apgust

thirty firet American aireraft of United Gtates Army
Air Force Middle East were gquite active inm direct
support of the eighth army and in attscki barbor

and dock fmcilities at Tobruk. MNedinm of the
twelfth bombardment group with one squadron operating

fgainst enemy motor transport inm daylite and three
squadrons operating sgainst enemy landing

and in cooperstion with the RAF successful ¥ attacked

destroying and damaging meveral motor transport

setting some on fire and starting numerous fires on enemy

landing grounds with observed hits amongat parked

aircraft. For Arnold and Searles from Brereton. Fighter
aircraft of the seventh fighter group participated success-

fully in fighter sweeps and escort missions over the
battle ares in conjunction with RAF. The harbor and
dock facilities at Tobruk were attacked by heavy
bombardment aireraft of two squadroms of the ninety
eighth bombardment group (*) were unohmerved however
bombs were seen to bit in the targets area. Anti
sircraft and searchlight activity moderately active
but relatively insccurate during the hours of
darkness. American fighter and medium hombarduent
aireraft are now giving direct suppart to the eighth

army with our heavy bombers contipuing their repaated

successful attacks against the enemy North African

Ports Hediterranean shipping and Ports of Debarkation.
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From; Cairo
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No. AMSME 1079 September 2, 18942

Egyptian front action September first follows:
During morning Axis made two attacks by twenty first
and fifteenth armor against twenty second Armored
Division area four two eight eight scven nine. Attacks
repulsed and a group of thirty to fifty enemy tanks
established themselves in covered poeitions mouth of four
three three eight eight three. Eighth Armored Divieion
moved west with right flank in contact with forty fourth
Division. Above group of enemy tanks pockatod between
twanty second Armored Division, forty fourth Division and
eighth Armored Division. Artillery and air attacks made
against pocketed tanks and against motor trensport concen-
tration further south. At thirteen hundred hours enemy
motor transport concentration, estimated fifteen bundred
vehicles, fnecing southwest with head at four three naught
elght aix five engeged by fourth light armored brigade and
rear at four three seven eight seven two attacked by seventh
motor brigade. Forty Axis wehicles destroved. Main con-
centration of about one hundred fifty Axis tanks on area
four three naught eight seven five appeared to form for |
attack about seventeen hundred hours but attack did not
materiplize, Dust atorms sobsided yesterday morning and
Joint United States and Royal Air Force action was effective
againet supply transport and Axis aircraft. Two enemy
two ton fuel trucks destroyed. Enemy aircraft lomses ten
deatroyed, sixteen probable, three damaged. British losses
eleven sirplanes, four parachuted. United Stantes lost one B
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twanty five, some parachuted, and one P forty
misming. Air attacks continued on large scale
ngainst supply lines, front line areas and leagured
Axis tank concentration, night Beptember first to
second, Positions at twenty four hundred hours
September one follow for Marshall from Maxwell Axis
forcea; one sixty four division eight six two nine three,
ninety eight eight smeven nine two six seven to eight
eight four two six meven, Ariete and Trieste -1:1:1 eight
four two six two, Dak eight eight two two five four
Littorio four two eix eight five nine, three three and
three Hecoe units eight nine naught two four aix, one
five and twenty one Armoured Divisions concentrated
area four three two eight seven gix, British postions:
four light Armoured Brigade four‘ihree three eight six
t¥o, seven Motor Brigade four four naught eight seven
one, ten Armored Division four four naught eight seven
—"/-nt;ht. eight Armored Brigade four three sesven eight
seven olght, twenty two Armored Brigade four two eight
elght seven nine, twenty three Armored Brigade sight
nine two two seven naught, seven Armored Division four
eix five eight six seven. No change of other pomitiona.
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Estimate of present desert situation must include
following essential differences as compared to Axis
offensive at Caxzalla last May for Marshall from Maxwell
a restricted zone of movement exists on the southern
flank, not over fifteen miles wide. //Axie forces have
felt the shortage of supplies, especiilly in fuel and
lubricating oil, Enemy has been much slower in
concentrating forces and moving forward, thereby losing
element of surprise. German and Italian units estimated
at overall strength not to exceed seventy per cent of May
strength. British were able to make a clear diagnosis of
enemy plan of attack and have profited by past experience,
particularly in temdency to rush into trap of eighty
eight MM gun fire. Interpretation of eonemy movementn so far
indicates primary plan was to proceed g aclosein envelopment
and attract the British Armor into an attack, destruction of
tanks by anti-tank gun fire and then destruction of British
Infantry by armor. British have not accomodated. /

Maxwell
Action Copy: o-2 P E
Info. Copies: OPD, CG AAF, Log. MM“
£ 11603, Bec. S0H) and KD) ve O
CH-IN-1135 (9/3/42) 23502 OED letter, May 3, 1979
w J5, mmﬁﬂ_{imn
" M) B, JOURNAL MO 1469838 1942
P SORY: Ne.
st A ,J.FIF-':’I THE MAKING OF AN COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date «/ 3 /¢



RC28
l680/2
EW

(> Al
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSQ% 2 1948

From: Cairo [ 1/
Tot AGWAR

Ko. AMSME 1067 Bept 2 1842

United States Army Air Force heavy
moadium bombers and fighter sircraft were 'l'il"]' utlﬁ
ll l'lﬂlﬂ‘t of tlﬂﬂ hth Army sod attacked enemy

ﬁ.‘l‘il! d-l;’l‘ll'l bours SBeptember first. For

d Burles from Brereton. Beveral sotpr trans-
p-u-t nr- destroyed and damaged and fighter sweeps
and escorts conducted over the battle area, An enewy
convoy in the Nediterrapean was infercepted and a
direct hit is -¢lasimed on one merchantman with near
Hisses on other vessels. Shipping in Candia~ Harbour
and dock facilities were likewise bombed with hits
claimed oo four surface veassels with a probable hit
on s fifth. Anti airoraft fire was heayy and accurate
and snemy aircraft were encountered. From all these
operations one mediux’ bomber and one fighter are
mimsing.
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No AMSME 1072 Sept 2, 1942

Axis attack bhas followed our own estimates of

developments end also along lines fully expected by
British staff., They believe main thrusts will be againat
high ground held by forty fourth divieion at point one
two two located four three three sight eight four and
point one one two at four four jox sight elght gix, Btill
too early to drnw this conclusion eince enomy has glven
no clear indicntion of his intentions., Germon fifteenth
and twenty first srsored divisions paused thres hours
afternoon thirty first walting for attack by British !
armor, Profiltinp by past experiences Britieh were not ﬂ
prematursly pulled into range of eighty eight HE FUna
believed located within forward elements. On morning
of first local but effective attacks launched by Australimns
westward at eight seven naught three paught naught, fifth
Indians at eight eight four two eight five, mad southward
by New Zealanders at eight eight two two mix nine, Bixty
fourth and mixty aixth US Fighter Squadrons, and selectad
aiferaft from medium bomber group have participated in
front line mction, They include fighter eweaps over lines ,
and bomber attacks on' Southern Sector mnd concentratlion
of enemy motor trapsport with excellent results. Alr [
activity ham besn restricted by sand storms. Britieh
claim thirty first morning thirty enemy tanks destroyed
and damaged, afternoon fortynipe destroyed and damaged .

n loss fifteen tenks damaged most recoverable, |
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From: Cairo
To: AGFAR

No AMSME 1053 Septomber 1, 1042
During the hours of daylight and darkness Auguet

thirty first fwerican Aircraft of United States Army Adr
Force Middle East were quite active in direct support of
the Eighth Army and in stteacking harbor snd dock facilities
at Tobruk. Medium bombers of the Twelfth Bombardmont Group .
with one squadron oporating ageinst efemy motor transport
in daylite and throe squadrons operating sgminst enemy
landing grounds and in cooperation with the RAF successfully
attacked destroying 2od damaging several motor transport
setting some on fire apnd starting numérous fires on enemy
lapding grounds with observed hits amonget parked aireraft.
For Arpold snd Saarles from Brereton. Fighter airersft of
the Seventh Fighter Group participated succesufully in
fighter sweeps and escort missions over the bnttle ares in
conjunction with RAF. The harbor and dock facilitiem at
Tobruk were attacked by heavy bombardment sireraft of two

+ squadrons of the Ninety Eighth Bombardment Group. Due to
broken low overcast results were uncbeerved however bomba
were seen to hit in the targete arem, Anti aireraft and
searchlight sctivity moderately active but relstively in-
sccurate during the hours of derkness, American fighter
and medlum bombardment aircraft are now giving support to
the Eighth Army with our heavy bomberes continouing their
repeated successful attacks against the epemy North Africesn
perts Mediterranezn shippiog and ports of debarkation,
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

No. Amsme 1062 Bept 1, 1842

Positions of en attacking forces twenty four hundred
hours thirty first follows: Ninmetieth light, Ariete and
Trieate grouped and stationary in general area eight eight
naught two ours thirty first follows: Ninetieth light, Ariete
and Triente grouped and stationary in general area eight
eight naught two eix five. Fifteenth Armored Division four
two eight eight seven eight; twenty first Armored Division four
three two eight six nine and four three five eight six six;
force two eighty eight area four three two eight six naught;
Littorio advancing along track vicinity of Qaret Zughailin
eight eight five two four eight. One eighty fifth Regiment of
Folgore on Taga Plateau., Late thirty firset fifteenth Armored
Divieion was in contact with British twenty second hwrd
Brigade. Axis attacked tnh wc hnadr-d tanks ana tu b
.Abl:rut :I!urtr Axia tanp L

enemy has attack and ultiml lru iprocoad
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From: American Embassy Londom /

To: HILID
No. 3328, September 1, 19432,

Rommel started present cperation Egypt about two
AM thirty first by move of estimated one hundred eighty
tanks of fifteenth and twentyfirst Germ armored divisiona
from their then pomitions near Deir El Harra to positions
facing Brit left flank and attecked with two colums, cne
colum with one hundred tanks about halfway between Deir
El Qattara and Nagb Abu Dweis and second colum with
eighty tanks about half way between first colum and
Abu Dweis. Same time Germ Ninetieth Division attacked
due east along north edge Deir El Qattara. Simultaneous
weak infantry attack also made agaimst Brit El Alamein
Bector which was repulsed with enemy losses.

Enemy attacks in south penetrated Brit minefields
and northern column then engaged by Brit Twenty Second
Armored Brigade and southern colum by Fourth Light Armored
Brigade. At seventeen hours thirty first foremost onemy
tanks had halted few miles east of Qaret El EKhadin and
Fipetiuth Germ Division had reached Bab El Qattars and
this is last information reaching War Office,

Comment; War Office says not yetcertain whether
this offensive on major scale but coneider Hommel's
immediate objective is El Ruweisat ridge now held by
Brit Forty Fourth Infantry Divisionm.

Present estimate tank strength is German two
hundred thirty two WOPE two hundred forty three all
over six tons. Brit have in Egypt last report nins

hundred thirty foor serviceable most ¢f which are light

type.
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From Amembassy Ldn to MILID no. 3326, Sept. 1, Page #2

Present Axis order battle front line with exception
One

Germans now attacking following from north to south:
hundred second WOP motorized: One German parachute
battalion, twenty fifth WOP Infantry, one Germ chute
battalion, twenty seventh Infantry, WOP one thirty
second Armored, WOP one hundred first motorired,

WOP ome hundred thirty third Armored, four battalions
WOP parachute troops used as infantry. Somewhers

in rear areas but unlocated are WOP seventeenth,
sixtieth and sixteenth Infantry Divisions mnd one
Germ parachute brigade less two battalions.
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