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From: Chiefs of Btaff.
Datad: 3lst December, 1942,

Following from Chiefs of Staff No. C.0.5.(M.E.) 344,

J.I.0, Appreciation of Rommel's plans in
Tripolitania in pear future in relation to enemy strategy
orth Africa is as follows,

2. Ever since the battle at El Alamein Rommel has
haod the tendency to look over his shoulder. This tendency
has been g:rtiaulul]r merked at times when his meintenance
ositicn has been bad, a.!. near Benghozl and at El Agheila.
ommel 1s again showing signs of nervousness at the danger
of a British outflanking movement, and appears to over-
estimate the British readiness to attack,

3. Recent evidence indicates that Rommel 15 moking
grupuutima in enticipaticn of a further withdrawal Westward
rom his present position at Buerat. These include
preperctions for the evacuntion of certaln non-gssentisl
equipment ond personnel from Tripoli.

. Now thot Tripoll is neo longer an effective supp
ort Rommel 18 largely dependent upon supplies overland a

lighter from Tunisia, If an Allied gat to the
8fox-Gabes Aren were to develop, cnd if the Axis forces in
Tunisia require help to counter it, he migt feal compalled
to despateh a protective force to assist the defence of
that area which is wvital to his supplies. His known
intention to render mobile the 164th Diwision ond Wikolaei
(lste Ramke) Bfigade may be to heve such a forca ready, onp
it may be to have a moblle force ready to opercte offensive
on the Bouthern flank of the Buerat position,

e There is no evidence that the enemy have strategic
plans for withdrawing Rommel's Force for operations in
conjunction with Von Arnim's forees in Tunisia. Moreover,
there are certain factors which moke such a wholesale
withdrawal at present unlikely, nomely -

(a) Bhurtnfa of M/T in Tripolitania and the fact that

Rommel is living on day to da; supplies ofy
petrol would compel Nim to SOrTy out any
withdrawal by stages.

(b} If Rommel abandoned the airfields sround Tripoli
ond the Port of Tripoli to the Allies, the ports
end communicetions in Tunisia on which the Axis
would then be dependent for supplies would be
subject to short range bombing from yet ancther
area in soddition to Maltn and Algeria,

(e) & wholesale and hurried withdrawal would
inevitably mean that once zgoin the bulk of the
Italien forces in tho forward aren would have to
be abandoned.

4

Ffﬂﬂam

DECLASSIFIED
E. u.;m Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

By AT, NARA, Date_/uale

i,



d) The Axis snd tieularly the Itolions would, for
v g 11::“; uﬂrm ba H}m:hnt to abandon '

ipolitanis completely,

6. Present Axis policy in North Africa is probably
therefore to build up, ond so far as they can to extend
Yestwards, thtlrhrﬂ:chwa in Tunisia, %o keep open the
supply link with Rommel's forces in !‘ripﬂ.i and to
hold off the th Army for as 1 as sible in order
to deny the Allies the use of the a lelds ond ports of
Tripoll. At present the orders to Rommel are to hold the
Buerat position, ond he is cecordingly prepor to do so.
He 13 1 in fact, to hold the rat pesition unloss
maintenance difficultles and until pressure by the Bighth
Army compel him to withdraw, As yet, the pressure and
g:rticulur the threat of being outflanked have not yot
come sufficlently serious to have compelled him to
toke the dec'ision ¥ withdraw,

7s If Rommel is compelled to abanden the Busrat
position, there is no good defensive position east of Gabes
until the Mareth Lins is reached, Accordingly, Rommel's
tactics would be to withdraw fighting to succesaive
delaying position, possibly

(1) Wadi Soffegin (South of Misurata},
(11) The hills Bast and South Bast of Tripoli, and
(111) The Tunisian Frontier,

T.0.0, 1600Z/31.
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From: Cairo /
Ta: AQWAR Washington DC !

Fo, AMSNE 2600 Fov 18, 12
Observations obtained fromColonsl Gard who was

attached to main body of British at Forces in
El Abamlin break through follew: MNain at was

smployed in snocirclemsnt amd pursuit. Above named
Ddvisions made psmstration of fixed h

ighly
ansan tarra sl
ﬁlr lug-lj mrm-m-:? 'Ihl.ml:fi;

all main attacks were delivered at night to allow afantry
minimum four hours after .—umﬂuﬂﬂ in order dig

in to bostile counter at which were unassail-
imgly iversd both with armored and motorimed infantry.
M:ttuhmmtwﬂd I.Il‘l'—l'lpﬂll:!mmh‘

Other Infantry REegiment at
two thousand yards with their advance closely coordinated

with advanoe Fifty First Division o south,
Australian Division smpl on its freat of three thous-
and yards three thres six guns of which thirteen iments

Earo Eero rounds per gum until 1 » Attacks generally
started at two zerc one five E, tillery preparations
began twenty mimutes before attack hour with all artillery
guns smployed om countar battery program, This program

- 2
3 WVW Cu-18-7910  SECRET — COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

b0 15300 B

.0, . 3.3 or s 3
NLR 101 T
By AT, NARA, Date +/ 2/ed



-

" SEeREF— ¢
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Page 2

From: Cairo
Tot AOWAR

Ko, ANBME 2800 Nov 18, 1842

was fired for fiftesn minutes., For Marshall from Andrews
ratio nﬂun-m battery program was

m‘lh _..12 result Garman Artillery was silent

for approximately two Fours after attack started and were

unable for Il!-lt" ﬂn tn- ﬁ-i.r
Infantry. slusions * tan)
beaten

1 £
‘six pounders will disable
any tapk on battlefield today, lllitukud-lﬂ
personnel mimes are dominate defensive °_ -
mmmuﬂ. lllumulmﬂn

mo longer make contaot with delaying or withdrawing

fores, It is emphasized t this operation took place
on forty mile front under conditioms approximating
stabilieation, It was by akiliful Wae of fige
M.itlﬂﬂhhdtulm“ln“* e i
Bo strateglc surprise as captured documen e
examined show that Oersans sxpescted lttul time after
October fiftesnth™, Not if desire m.rr

technical or tactical gquestions answered cable will obtain
from Gard all data given here,
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FRIORITY

From: Gibraltar
To: AGWAR

Fo. JAN 147, November 17, 1043

From:
Tog Btate Lepartment '

Necessity for complete study and affecting a
definite program of economic supply for North
African Area has become very urgent, A vast re-
duction of the presently scant consumers supplies
will be noticed due not only to presence our mil-
itary forces there, but to fact Forth Africs now
cut off from Fraoce, ite main source of supply,
presenting an immediate and quite grave mltuation.
Gnutdu-lng that through decisions of the Combined
Chiefs of Staff, the Commander in Chief will be
congerned in the ecomomic policies only ineofar
as they will effect thims oparation, ocivil authoritiaes
of UK and US are urgently requested to take some
immediate sction in this raspect,

In reference to some type of skelaton orgsniza-
tion to handle these matters, a foreign mervice
officer of senlor rank and experience in financiaml
dealings would be most useful, FPipsmcial questions
are st present, temporarily being handled by Tailor
and Bernstein of Treasury and as matters of Etate,
Considered well to sseign and send not more than
two parsons, to be selected by Board of Economic
Warfare, also recommend prompt sesigoment of a Lend
Lease representative. Urgently needed and of higher
importance than persconel is information as to if,
when, and what goods (if any mow im tramsit) may be
expected to arrive here, also nesad information from®
Btate Department, for regulating our progr
economic supply.
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From: Gibraltar
Tot SOWAR

No. JAN 147, November 17, 1943 PAGE 2

The department is awake and fully informed
as to the oeed of woar apparel, coal, cotton
goods, food etuff, ; naws print, medical
supplies and other materials urgently needed in
this ares. The department ia informed that indus-
try in this sarea is partislly dependent ca France
as its source of supply. This lengthens the list
of tly nesded products. Comment desired in
naar future,

No Big
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'BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE

MEMORANDUM '
Lieutenant W. C. Mott% UBKR DATE: Hoverber 17, 1942

T
FROM Ceaptein W. D, Poleston, USN
SUBJIECT: four Heguest (or Information

Enclomure: Eeonomic Value to the Axis of Sieily and Sardipte - Report prepered
by kr. Fowler Hamilton of the Bemrd of Feonomle Warifnrs

1. Enclosure gives o brief resume of the econondc value to the
fxle of Sieily end Sordinism.

2. If you would like & dotailed report, I will be very

gled to pupply it.
Mﬂ-
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COMPIDENE sorer 6, 102

DECLASSIFIED
Tos Captain Puleston

From: Fowler Hamiltonm
Subject: Economls Value to the Axis of S8icily and Sardinis

L. _The Economde Velue of Sioily

The cecupation of Sieily would be a serious loss to Italian

SCONONY,

With an area of 25,709 square kilometers, the island of
Sleily supports & population of over four millien, or more than 150
persons per sguare kilometer, This population mscounts for 9 percemt
of the Italisn total population,

Sieily's sontributions to Italian sconomy are chiefly agri-
cultural, About 95 percent of the lsland's area is classed ms produc-
tive while about 55 percent is arable land, Forests cover only 3,5
percent.

Sieily is more than self-supporting in food stuffs and has in
fact & large exportable surplus, The total Italian wheat srea is five
~million heetares of which 800,000 hectares are in Sicily, The Sicilian

" wheat area produces betwsen 1/7 and 1/8 of the total Italian wheat har-

vest and this amount is large enough to permit the expert of about
400,000 metric tons to the mainland after providing the requiresents
of the island's population,

Italy produces annuslly about 250,000 metris tons of- barley
of which one-fourth is 84cilian, Sicily produces sbout one-fourth of
the total Italisn cotton preduction which this year was planned to reach
about 50,000 setric tons or sbout one-third of Italy's moeds, About
30 percent of the Italian bean production of 650,000 metris tons is of
Gleilian origin and the islasd makes & vital contribution to the Axis
food supply through ite production of citrus fruits which somstitute
80 perceat of the Italian total of 800,000 metric tons, and through the
production of 150,000 tons of alsonds most of which have gone to Germany
in recent yewrs, Approximately 15 or 20 percent of the total Ttallan
produstion of tomatoes and vegetablos are ralsed in Sieily, while the
islend contributes about 10 percent of the total olive oil yield, The
olive oll produstion satisfies the island population's reguirements with
but & small asount for export. Similarly, Sicily's wines, which have the
higheat aleoholic content of all Italian wines, meet the local require-
ments and are exported to some extent,
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8icily, on the other hand, is not well suited to animal
busbandry and the latest Italian figpures (1938) indicate that the island
supports only 430,000 equines, 200,000 bowines, 67,000 poroines, 800,000
ovines and 338,000 ines. About seven or eight percent of the total
musber of Italisn shes m:llrgutum in Sicily,
iy

Aside from foodstuffs and agricultural rew materials, Sicily
contributes only sulphur and asphalt, Of the total Ttalisn sulphur out-
put smounting to 350,000 tons in 1939, &5 percent was produced in 8icily, 1
As an industrisl area Sicily has little or no importanse dus chiefly to
the paucity of coal and hydroslestric power. Froduction of electris
power from all sources in 1938 was only ambout two hundred million kils-
watt hours while coal comsusption was estimated for the same yeer at
about 600,000 metric tons, ineluding mll coal used for railrcads and
elestris power plants, Sicilian industry esploys about 300,000 persons
who are engaged mostly in the processing of sgricultural produsts nnd
in the refining of sulphur., There is sose local industry servicing the
laland's pepulation, and at Palerso are located shipyards capable of
building submerines and destroyers as well as amall merchant shipa,

Connecticn between Sicily and Itely proper is for the mest part
maintained by railroed ferriss plying the Straita of Messins between
Villa San Glovanni on the Italian Peninsula and Mesaine on the island,
In prewar days there wes a daily ship between Palermo and Napoli but
this service has been discontinued,

The railroad from Vills San Glovanni to the Brenner Fass is
electrified, On the island of Sieily the main railroad lines comneet
Hessins with Syracuse and Messioa with Palersmo, while a second line
crogses the island from Falermo to Catania, The wostern pert of the
islend is not well serviced with transport facilities, Hesently a project
was undertaken to conmsct Palerms and Trapand directly but the work has
probably not been completed, Sisilian rallroads for the most part cannot
carry heavy traffic since about 40 percent of the island's 2,182 kilo-
matera of rond is narrow gauge, There ars 2,051 kilometers of highway
saintained by the government of which 1,800 kilometers wore macadamized
in 1939. DBefore the war there wers less than 20,000 automobiles and
fewer than 4,000 trucks in Sicily,

Good port facilities are availahle at Palermo, Mesaina, Catania,
Syracuse, Trapanl and Marsala, The bulk of the sulphur of the island
is exported through the ports of Porto Empedocle and Licata, on the
southern comst, In January 1939, 10,000 fishing boats with u GRT of
more than 25,000 tons were registered in Sicilian ports, Thess ships
constitute about 25 percent of the Italian fishing fleet,

g In 1939, only 216 towns cut of 351 had telsphone service. The
oity of Palermo with a population of more than 400,000 persons hed only
£,000 telephones,

.,
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population,
outside of the city of Cagliari, lives at & fairly low standerd, Re-
cantly, lasd reclamation projfscts were started with a view to ralsing
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Home the less, Sardinis makes a substastisl contribution to
Ttellan economy, Unlike Sicily where the mejor contribution is sgricul-
tural, Serdinia produses =inersls in important quantitiss,

In the region of the Igleslsnte, at the southernmost tip of
the island, sbout 150 miles from North Afriem, are scme of the richest
Italian mineral deposits, Italy is deficlent in most minerals and from
the Sardiniar deposits it cbteins its full supply of lead and antimony,
50 percent of its szins and amall amounts of barium, mangsnese, iron and
silver, The largest ses selt producing plants of Italy are located near
Cagliard. Italy's total production of brown scel amounts to about
4,000,000 motric tons, of which one-third is mined in the newly developed
cocal reglon of the Suleis Basin which has sccess to the port of
Jant'Anticco, recently lmproved, Some minerals are refined on the island
and some are sent to the mainland in sn unrefined state, All pass through
the ports of Sent'Anticeo and Carloforts,

Electris power is supplisd on the lsland by two hydroelsatric
plants on the Hivers Tirso and Coghinss respectively and by several
thermcelectric planta, of which the most important are at Sants Gillas
and Santa Caterina, The total annual production is less than 180 millien
kilowatt hours, most of which is used in the metal refineriss,

Sardinia has & surplus of wheat which 1s sext to the mainlend but
the chief agricultural cestribution of the island is about 15 percent of
the Italinn wool supply. Since the standard of living is low, tha ialand
is pelf-gufficient agrisulturally,

Conneotions are maintained between the ports of Civitavecchia
and Napoll on the mainlend, and Ceglisri and Terranove on the island.
These ports along with Carloforte and Sunt'Antioco mre the cnly ones
providisg good facilities on Sardinis, In Jamuary, 1939, there were
reglatered 2,000 fishing boats with a GAT of 3,700 tons, repressnting 4
percent of the Italian total, The southern tip of Sardinis has the most
izportant tuna fisheries and canning plants in Italy,

—,
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There are about 1,400 kilometers of railrosds on Sardinia,

The =ain line, oriented north-south connects the ispertant ports with

the ehief towns and mining reglona, About 400 kiloreters of it are
standard gauge. The secondary lines of narrow gauge extend into the
reglon of the Gennargentu on the enst pide of the ismland and are privately
operated, There ure about 1,500 kilometers of state highways of which
two-thirds are macadamized, However, the island had only 4,000 cars and
1,500 trucks in January 1939, Sixty-two Sardinian towns or 22 persent

hnd telephons service,
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From: Cairo
To: MILID AGWAR

No, AMSME 2485, November 12, 10432

Following observations made by More whils
attached Ninth Armored Brigade of Hew Ze i .
Outetanding features noted are: ] and complete-
ness ;:i plml:; :.Iﬂ—'mﬂ"ltll- of uo:;ntntiu m:-n
ment or to battle; superb morale troops especially

| in comparison with June campaign; :hq_my of fighting
by sll comeerned including mome It an units; great
concentration British Artillery; effectivensss of
artillery fire and air sttack om forward transport
believed to be one of chief reasons for break tml
effectiveness of Field Artillery against tank

|/ and British six der sgainst tank attaok; airground
ccordination; effectiveness of Axis antitank fire
attributed to camouflage of guns, with withholding fire
until close range, cooloese and confidence of antitank
gunners. Concensus of n?iniu Armored Force personnel
is that United States M four medium is suparb fighting
tank outclassing anything on Western Desert: three seven
NN gun of M three medium proved valuable in close combat.
Medical care and evacuation completely satiafactory cases
urgently needing surgery arrived clearing stations
where life and limb saving surgery performed within six
hours in nine mero percent cases; whole blood transfusions
used extensively as far forward collecting stations with
life saving results; Hed Cross emblem did not provide
protection advanced areas. Forward as far Bagush only
small proportion useable enemy transport and equipment
captured seven five percent of which Italian, Large
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From: Cairo
Toi MILID AGWAR

Ho. ANSEME 24858, Fovember 13, 1642

mumbers damaged Axia sircraft seen at Fuka Bagush

| sirdromes capable servioe if repaired, estimated at

feven zero ME one zero nines and bimotor bombers.
Majority of priscners appear in fair condition; few
deserters noted though sll prisoners glad be out from
under fire and bombing. Recent rains prevented vehicle
movement across desert; movement restricted to Coast
road which temporarily blocked low places by floods.
Rommel ran away with nine zero light estimated six
Eerc percent effective and sbout two mero parcent of
Panzers; believed he will leave Postois with German
stiffening Helfsya also garriscm Tobruk with Italisns
stiffened; remaining elements Afriecs Xorps will prob-
ably retire Birte. British success due careful diligent
and detailed planning and training; better than two to
one superiority in fire power and persomnel provided by
Infantry Tanks Artillery and Air; determined leadership
coordinated action security precaustions completely
enforced and elsborate deceptionm plan.
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From: Cairo 05D Jatier, blay 3, 1073 A,

b BHF, pant e FFR 2( 1 p
To: Agwar 973
No, Amsme 2413, Hovesher 8, 19542
Following observations are stressed desert

batile to November meventh, Axim forces showed
Fln lrrill-u lﬂﬂi reut 1 X[

i 4 08 -
vd 10 Hommi bnence followed tmctical methods of
Buseian campaign and ] arated, with

battle groups spread . of
British attack hit fifteenth Panzer and Litteric
who suffered heavy losses, Stumme killed in action
twanty sixth and command fell to Vom Thoma panding
Rommels arrivel, Thism early phase represents a re-
versal of previcus British and QGerman desert tacticas
#ince the former maintained a compact armor force
while the latter departed from previous doctrime by
sepirating their tank stremgth, For Marshall from
Andrews by the twenty meventh the Axis armor has heen
united and there followed four days of vigorous
counterattacks against British positions with special
regard to the morthern salient where further British
pressure was expected. During these operations the
Africa korps operated om previous form but was un-
successful becaure of earlier losses and strong
British resistance. This resistance is enpecially
attributed to effective artillery fire,

tank and anti tank gun range and fire, and constant
close ground support by superior Allied Adr Forcea,
Example of lamt, in two and half houra Allied light
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From: Cairo
To: Agwar

¥o. Amsme 2413, November 9, 1942

bosbers dropped eighty tons bombs on area six
square miles. Oct thirtieth enemy moved twenty
first Panzer north to join minetieth light and
committed Trieste, only reserve, still fearing
Northern coastal attack. Nov first British had
completed regrooping of Tenth Corps Armour and
that might attacked due West throwing a strong
Armored wedge between the Panzer Divisions.
Btrong enemy counterattacks ensued marked by de-
cisive Srmor engagements in which the eneay lost
besvily in tanks and anti tank gune, Axis with-
drswal began moonm thersafter and British Armour
and armored oars completed their penetration_into
the rear areas. Doserted Italian Forces in the
South ceased resistance and in the abssnce of
available transportation were oleared by the
British Thirteenth Corps, Emphasize British
battle tactics consistently demonstrated the les-
sons learced from past experience and suggested
during the brief enemy attack of early Septembor.
These include heavy and effective use of Artillery

inst tanke and anti tmanks guns, concentration
of armor for mass streagth lu'l!uilr utilized,
coordination of infantry and tank movements,
deliberate choice of limited objectives and clear-
ing of rear minefield haxards to permit mctiom
freedom to tanks coming forward, strong and close
air support of forward OGround Operations.
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