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From: Alglers “ "*F,;; 1
To! AGEAR - UBFOR (mction)
Fo 3878 December 31, 1943

g8lightly paraphrased is the message following X

Para one land G two report for twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred Z thirty Dec X
No enemy offensive activity reported area Oued
Kebir nor southern Tunigia X AGWAR USFOR reptd
Troopare informatiomn ADV ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth
AF from G two Preedom signed Eimpenhower X Identi-
fications X San Marco Marine Battslion identified
from priscoers captured Djsbel Fkirine area northern
Tunisias X In north ground poor for troop movementa
alseshere still sticky but improving X Weather
continues clear cold snemy forward elements appar-
ently now disposed general line Heidous (J five six
four four) Lmidia (J six four three aight) Bach
Hambs (J meven one three three) X Toward Bou Arada
and road porth east some ememy shelling reported X
NHo davelopment offensive sction reported froam con-
siderable enemy sctivity east Djebel Axmg (J three
seven) night two nine-thirty Dec during which also
intrenching activity cbserved vicinity J three
oight meven aix X
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43/51 INCOMING MESSAGE &&=,

Dec 31

Urgent

From: Algiers
Tot AGWAR=-UBFOR

No: 3618 Dec 31, 1942

Report just received from Patton states Casablanca
under intermittent (to AGWAR and USFOR from Freedom
Algiers) attack since mero two mero zero Z. (To
AGWAR from combined Chiefs of Staff and to USFOR for
British Chiefs of Staff signed Eisenhower) damage not
known but believed slight, (This is NAF geventy one)
our G two estimate is that this is token raid from
Southern France by planes with auxiliary tanks and
small bombs. ;
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Toroh Air Force is oecsssary. HNAF number seven two.
To AGEAR for Combined Chiefs of Btaff and to DEFOR
for British Chiefs of Bteff sl Eisenhower. Thia
decision doss not mesn that tial orgsnizatiocn was
mecessarily faulty, in view of missions and oper-
Bowever

1 hava discussed this matter thoroughly with
officers hers and with Air Chief Marshal Teddar, and
1 have been most spprecistive of the consideration
given to this subject by the British Chiefs of Staff,
whose views I have obtained through Admiral Cunning-
bham snd Alr Chief Marshal Teddar, While all of uas
here agreed that reorgsnization during the early
utmlmmt“u! lulhd mrmn was not feasible,
0 have at, with ths ATy suspension
of 1and offensives, the time has come to straightem
out this matter without delay. After sarnest consider-
ation and long reflection, I have decided further that

Cli=IN=10 (1/1/43)
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE
Tos AGWAR-UBFOR (Action)
No. 3850, Decesmber 31, 1942
General Spaatm should take over this task.

Bubject, therefore, to the approval of the
Combined Chiefs of Staff, I intend immedistely to
8ot up, directly under me, sn Allied Commander in
Chief for Air, and name General Bpaa tz to thst

I realize that this solution does not in itself
insure full coordination of mmw mctivity
in the Mediterrsnean. However, the iate task
of coordinating long range bomber effort in the
Tunisian srea-is much easier to accomplish by cooper-
ation than is the more intricate one of assuring =
complete unification of Air effort withinm this new
and sprawling theater. Obviously the most pressing
matter is the solution of this local problem, while
we continue to arrange the strategic ing effort
by cooperation, until a better solution can be devel-
oped by the Combined Chiefs of Staff. BSince Bpaate
has now become thoroughly familiar with our many
problems here, and is otherwise well qualified I
:ulli.l‘l to put this responsibility on him without

ay.

I earnestly request that I be notified asm
quickly as possible as to the reactions of the
Combined Chiefs of Staff to this plan,

Page 3
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Fo. 3844 Dec 31 1842

French have issued the Ordinance as indicated
(to AGWAR and USFOR From Freedom Algiers) im our
numbar two eight zero one and document im being pub-
lished in official jourpals for Algeria Morocco and
West Africa and will also be included in officiaml
Journal for High Commissioner when such journal is
issued in near future X To AGWAR for Combined Chisfs
of Btaff and to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff
NAF meven three signed Eisenhower from Murphy and
Bernstein X For Fiscal Division Btate and Treasury
X Administrative circular designating Germany and
hr Allies apd countries occcupied by them as snemy -
or enemy occupied countries was -l;nd by Giraud
twenty ninth and will by diltﬂhhd lllu!-tuti.u
agencies banks etcetera but is not be ﬁﬂm
for time being X Metropolitan France is d-ﬂnl
h‘umuuﬂrmld!wmummm-
X we have discussed in a prelimioary way. gquestion
applying exchange control betweeam Africa and
and we will consider this matter further X the
question does not now appear to bhave am imporfant
practical bearing im view of the trading with enemy
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INCOMING MESSAGE ...,

from Algiers to AGWAR USFOR no., 3644 Dec 31 1542

ordinance X as indicated im our two eight zero one
¥e are working with French on control of and
firms in Africa X present inteation is to publish
& blacklist of persons and firms in the area but to
control along lines employed in United States X we
agree precipitate action in this connection ought

not be taken but program should be allowed to proceed
in view of -developing circumstances with continuous
suggestion or stimulation from Allied side X would
appreciate comments on this and number two eight zero
one from Washington authorities, .
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INCOMING MESSAGE

-';l 7
PARAPERASE f 11/

No. of telegram: 915

Dated: 12-31-42, 3 p.m.
From: Casablanca

Rec'd: 1-1-43, 11:54 a.m.

Starting at 3:15 a.m. on December 31, between 6 and 12
German planes

dropped bombs on Casablanca, They all fell on
the Arab quarter in

which 25 houses were destroyed and 70
people were killed. French and American military, naval and
civilian properties suffered no

damage. General Nogues and
General poisson who were here at the t

ime were greatly im-
pressed by efficacy of American defense.

Algiers and Tangier have been informed of foregoing.
; Russell
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No. 3708, December 31, 1842,
Thirty Dec Sitrep sixty three,

Para one, MNaval X No reports.

Para two. On mouth flamk night twenty nine/
thirty six Armd Div patrol contacted enemy area statlon
De Bou Arada J sixty X Enemy shelled road seven uiles
ENE, During day enewmy armored cars shelled statlon
De Bou Arada, In the center Fremch supported by
Squadron Tifty sixth Rem Bgt captured poimnt six six

gLE eight HW HBeidous J five four., On north fl patro
i H% fed deep between Dj Ebel Ajred and Djebel Azag

v ra
-”"".' J three seven X Report digging between main road and
. e, Djebel Azag snd activity to the east. Interaittent
| Bt epemy artillery activity. Ten seater German glider

abandoned five milem mouth 5t Arnaud L one five X
Contained 1light machine gun X explosives and incen-
diary leaves. Another glider crash landed six miles
north Moraott ¥ two one thirty Dec: rallway bridge
to porth blown X mow repaired X no interruption to
traffic. Combat patrols from number two L of C sub
area operated area sawt Morsott night thirty one

Para three, Central Tunisia X officer X three
USA and two French parachutists of El Djem party
arrived Fondouk O eight one thirty Dec I HRaport
landing three miles from objective X surrounded
by Germans without reaching bridge. 8Slx Germans
of partv that blew bridge 5¥ Ferlana twenty nine
Dec nre onptured.

Para four. Movements completed. Beventy
eighth Bmoke Gemerator Co arrivod Algisrs frow
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Casablascs coming Under commend ALF. Secead Ba two six &
eight Ret arrived Tebessa from Algiers coming under
command of l‘r_unh.l

Para five. WIF Casablanca intermittently
attacked by individual aircraft Dec thirty one zero
two msero zero £ X BSigned CINC,

Para aix. Air X Twelve P thirty aight air-
craft om ren sortie to Tripoli X ome hit by anti-
aircraft flte X crashed in sea., Twelve DB geven
aireraft attacked group e nt near Gabes with
thirteen tons of bombe from .I;: thousand feet X
results believed good X enemy aircraft encountered
after leaving target X two of escort missing and
one crashed between Gafsa and Periana., Twelve DB meven
aireraft attacked same troop encampment with six tons
of bombs from twelve thousand feet X hits on target
and in twon X two of five enemy aircraft engaged
destroyed three DB seven damaged one of which crash
landed at base. Eight A twenty aircraft attacked
Oabes Afirdrome X bomba fell in wood at corner of
field where stores had been reported X on return
six tanks observed thirteen miles from EFl Guettar
Y seventeen X two of escort refueled and returned to
attack X tanks damaged. Nine A twenty aircraft
attacked fuel dump station De Aouinet nine miles NW
Gabes X heavy black smoke resulted X four of escort
attacked tanks near El Guettar X hay stacks also
attacked and burned as if concealing fuel. Thirteen
B meventeen aircraft attacked railroad yards at Sfax
with thirty nine tons of bombs from twenty three
thousand feet X burst and fires reported in yards X
large fire and explosion on north quay X second attack
same target by twelve B twenty five aireraft with
fourteen tons of bombs from eight thousand feet X
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INCOMING MESSAGE

No. 3708, Dec 31/42 From: Alglers Fage Three

hits om roundhouse X yards X several fires. Night
twenty eight mlant twenty nine twelve Bisleys
patrolled roade Tunis dash Massicault dash Pent Pu
Fahs in brilliant moonlight vehicles at numerous
points bombed and machine gunned from low altitudes X
ohs Bisley hit by friendly antiaireraft fire at
Bouk K1 Khemis X orashed X one of crew killed X
remainder wounded, Bombers attacked Bigzerta docks X
hite on dockaside buildings X fires started, Twenty
nine Dec Bpitfire patrol Bone area destroyed ome and
damaged two enemy aireraft X one Bpitfire damaged,
Twenty nine Dec RAF flew fifty fighter sorties X six
night fighter sorties X ninsteen bomber sorties X
eight general rcn sorties X action USFOR information
AGWAR and Trooper from Freedom.
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From: Alglers % REGR P‘?E?ED
To: -WAR UNGLf.b:t

No. 3627 December 31, 1943

Transport from Sicily for Tripoli thirty
five JU Five Twos departed between zero six
fifteen and merc seven bhundred Z, Fourteen hundred 2
at Tripoli (to AGWAR USFOR advanced Eastern Task
Force Center Task Force Western Task Force Eastern
Air Command and Twelfth Air Force from Freedom
Algiers) six additional JU Five Twos landed.
Between thirteen hundred and fourteen hundred Z
nine JU Eight Eights landed Sicily from Tripoll.
For Tunisia three JU Five Twos departed Sicily
at fourteen hundred Z and nine at twvelve hundred Z,

Part Two. Air G two report for tweaty four
hours ending two four hundred Z thirty Dec. Bomber
Recce coastal area between Bone and Oran recced
during morning by two Sardinisn based JU eight
eights which apparently landed by fourteen thirty 2
after reporting mo lhlppl.n:. During morn Metero
racce by one JU -Eight Eight westwards from 8icily.
Between dawn and fourteenth thirty Z coast and
interior Tunisia covered by three Sicilian based JU eight
Eights one of which recced Biskra area eleven thirty Z.

CM-IN-89 (1/1/43)
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Fo. 3627 December 31, 1842

Northern half weatern basin recced as ususl during
afterncon from Bouthern France by one JU t Eight .
Part One follows. Bombers, Between midnight zero
three fiftesn £ two Bicilian based JU E - Eights
sctive, During day appsremtly engaged convoy
escort one additionsl Sicilian based JU Eight

Eight active. During evening possibly some
activity by JU Eight Eights or by Ome One Onee
based Italy. Agwar USFOR reptd Troopers informstion
ADY ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom
signed Eisenhower.

Part three,Naval., Report negative, i
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31/1386Z Dec 31
apl 1440 Z
From: London
To: WAR

Ko 8075 Decembar 31,1042

French fighting. Felrut, H.M, Miplster, reports -
first reaction of Catroux and other ﬂmulﬁh fighting
French officials to sgeassination of Darlan war apparsntly
sincere concern, feoling due to fact that neither Nogues
nor Giraud had sufficient follow ;, and to fear lest
Darlan should come to be regarded {(signed Hartle) as
martyr, (This 1a a paraphrase of our cable reference
ousber nine zero zero to Alglers) Jubilant was the less
reaponsible opinion. Reference sumsary nusber two six.
Hilitary and civilian members of Axis Armistice Commissien
who fled to Spainsh territory we comsider should be in-
terned. Belng instructed accordiogly is H.M, Ambassador
Madrid.
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WAR 138 | CCwD
Filed 1219//30 Dec, 30, 1642
ACM 1641 Z

UTRGENT

From: Alglers
To: USFOR - AGWAR

No. 3528, December 30, 1943,

I have just had a visit from Governor General
Boisson who informs me that at the time of his
departure from Dakar on twenty five December no
word had been received with respect to French pri-
soners being held in British West Africa. (To USFOR
AGWAR from Freedom Alglers) (to AGNAR from Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff and to USFOR for British
Chiefs of Staff l.l.p-d Eisenhower) he also pointed
out that as late as twenty two December propaganda
attacking him and French West Africa was still be-
ing broadcast by the British controlled station at
Accrs. (This is NAF six six) within forty eight
hours of his return to FISncH West Africa after
coming to sgreement with me here all British pri-
soners and internees were returned to British terri-
tory with exception of five who were being cared for
in hoapital. The Governor (General pointed out that
it will be difficult for him properly to receive
British Military representatives in French West
Africa and to work with them as long as this state
of affairs continues. 1 feel that I must insist
that the commitments that I was instructed to make
in the name of the British Government be carried
out promptly. If the present situstion is allowed

i (12-30-42)  pRANKLIN D. FP'-?.I‘.‘;E!.TYLIBRHR‘I'
LASSIF %]
o, Ijég uaaalsamcamn BRANCH
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INCOMING MESSAGE

Fo, 3528, from Alglers to USFOR-AGWAR, Dec. 30, 1942
Page two

to continue it will seriously hamper our efforts
to employ French West African resourcee in the
wer and will retasrd the employment of wvaluable
facilities here,

No Big
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PRIORITY
From: Algiers REGRADED
USFOR - AGWAR (action) UNCLASSIFIED

To:

Ho 3530 December 30, 1843

Attacks on epemy nnits. Part three Hawal, (to AGWAR

mmmmmmmmuth.uummﬁurmm

furﬂ in Sicilian channel zorxoy o Z position
hirty seven degrees elighteesn a8 eleven degrees

fﬁrtr minutes east fleet air arm attacked one merchant

vussel wi destroyer blowing and = the

oo four TuBIFed o e
two four € two nine Dec. Air, enemy mctivity,

bomber recee, sea area between dawn and fourtesn hundred

£ recced from Sicily westwards by three Sicilian based JU

eight eights one of which failed to complete recce duoe
veather conditions. Tebessa flown over twelwe thirty Z

by one JU eight elght. Northern half western basin covered
by one JU eight eight based southern France during after-

noon. Bombers, poasibly assisted by few HE one one ones
or Ju eight eights bmsed Italian mainland eight COMISO
(Sicily) based JU eight eights searched Sicilian channel

for Allied Naval units between zero three hundred and one

thousand Z. Probably convoy escort duties four Catania

baged JU eight eights active from early morning to seven-
teon thirty Z, During early evening four either JU eight
eights or HE one one ones operated, DPart one will follow.
Fighters, Allied fighters engaged three ME one Tero nines
Pont du Fahs area about midday. AGWAR USFOR REPYD Troopers

information ADVY ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth Air Poarce from G
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twvo Freedom signed Eisenhower. Tramsport, zero seven hun- i
dred Z for Tunisia three FW two hundreds departed Bicily.

Fourteen hundred Z fourteen JU eight eights landed Bicily

from Tunisia apparently,
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| bltre ixty two Dec twenty nine Nawal,
‘ Force @ mlE:!i?iEF“uurth Bizerte night twenty

T g

e2ight twenty nine. Mo surfece craft sighted.
Enemy nireraft clesed snd fired recognition e
Bignels on two occesions. Did not ettack.
Londimg crait tank ferry service Bone to
[ Tabsrka interrupied by ewell since twenty five
Dee puw resuned. M sweeping trewlers continue
euccessful mine awespicg Bone, Dritish
. Bubmic¢ine reports eattack on two onemy merchant
vessc;a of{ Bizerts fourtesn Dec, Signed
CINC, Ooe certain hit., Two possible hits,
Another submarins known to have attacked at
sume ©ime. Both ships sank.' British submarine
reporid four torpedoss firad at enany merchant
vesse)l ascorted 2y desiroyer off Bizerts seven-
teen Dec. On hit probably on destroyer which |
whi D0l neen or heard ngein, Another submarine ;
wide Ettack on thie convoy one hour earlier.

ETF On south flenk combat patrols six i
armd Oiv including uix tanks dispatched to Bton 1
De Bou Ardda J silxty, First Bn Foyal Irish
Fuatliers and HQ twenty six ormd Brig now locat- x
ad five miles Bw and scven milem WSW Gouballat
respectively. Patrols esmst Goubellat night
twenty eight tweaty niva. HNo contaet. In |

CM=-TN-13328 (12-51-43)

a:ﬂmuumu

RT, NARA, Date_ «/,ajed =




WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Page 2
REGRADED
Rt Bl Ll

Ho. 3674 Docember 30, 1942

conter two slant six ermd Inf relieved five
miles BE Medjexz E1 Bab by one slant elighteen
RCT. One slant thirteen armd Regt DMT six
seven armd Hegt snd tventy seven FA Bn
relisved Medjem El Bab by Co of two slant
thirteen AR and thirty oecond FA Bn. Units
relisved reverted to CO0 B. One slant
thirteen to Teboursouk Reuainder SW Bejn,
Hadj:x El Bab bombéd by ten enemy aireraft

Wo dimage. Eight Avgyle snd Sutherland
Highlonders engnged abtout forty five ~nauy
five niles esst Medjez El BEab, Inflicted
about £ifty percent cesunlties, Prisoners
ceptured. Enemy cccupled lipe road junction
thre: miles ¥WW Esor Tyr J seven three dash .
Heidzua J five four night twenty eight twenty
Aime, Center this line clesr of enemy twenty
nine Pec. Our arty fire on Heldous ares ona
two :ne five Z. HQ fifty mix Hen Rgt located
one @#tle NN Oued Zargs. Patrols located
angmy Cu Spltene J four two seven zero. On
¥orth flsok two patrols fifth Buffs dus bsck
twen!y cone Dec from Aarea WEW Mateur presumed
killed or captured

Centrsl Tunisis. Two German glidara
lapd:d ten miles mouth Ferians night twanty
eight twenty nine Iwc, Bridge on Feriann dash
Gefes rollway blown up by about twelve men who
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From: Alglers . ¥
To: Agwar

Ko, 3674 Decembar 30, 1942

escapad from USA patrol towards Gafaa. No
news parachute party north El Djem @ seven
nine. French reaport one German and two

Ital lan Bns Pichon area. Lisison Officer
reporis counter amttack by Gersans and

Itnl leps supported by tanks South from Pont
Du Fihe twenty cight Dec made considerable
progress east of resevoir Cued Eebir O seven
eight nine one. French report attack on Da
Fkirine O nine eight progressing satisfactor-
ily but state enemy reenforced.

Hovements completed. Editery A four four
threa Ca (AA) Bn arrived Algliers from
Cesellance coming under command ETF.

Air. Eightden B sevenoteen airerzft attack-
@d Sousse Docks and harbor with two and halfl
tons of boabs from twenty three thousand feet.
Results unobserved. Alil plapes returned.
Ligh® boambers attacked bridges La Hencha D
saven seven with flve tons of bomba., No hits
clasised, Gtreffed concentration flat care and
destroyed locovotive morth Sfax. All plenes
returned, Light bombers anttacked tank depot
oine miles SE Pont Du Fahs with seven tone of
bomba, Target buildiogs where tracks indicated
teukn. All planes returned. Twelve P thircy
elgh: alrcraft dispatched to attack tank depot

ax' ' IINN
d3ad7sandd

CN-1V-13328 (12-31-42)

COPY MNo. g3

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

- = ke
0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

R 101
RT, NARA, Date_:/12]¢4




WAR DEPARTMENT
MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Page 4

From:. Algiers
To: dgwar

Ko. 3574 December 30, 1842

SE Pont Du Fehe falled locate target. Three
engmy aircraft encountered one of which
damoged. Two P thirty eight damaged by
antinireraft fire, All planes re!urnnd:
Twenty eight Dec spitfires from Bone engaged
twelve enemy plenes 5W Pont Du Fahs, Four
enomr planes destroyed. Two damaged, One
apitfire missing, Twenty sight Dec two
spitfiros on patrol shot dowr by fifteen enemy
aireraf* ovar Souk E1 Arba, Twenty eight Dec
Souk E1 Xhemis dive bombed. One anemy
aireraft over Tebesss at low mltitude. No
bombs. Three crew members onsmy plane shot
down tweniy eight Dec sast Biskra captured,
Thirty five trocp carrier and two RACN sortles
flown. Tweaty eight Dac RAF flow one two
three fighter sorties., Seven Beauf ighter
sorties. Four light bomber sortics and nine
RCN sorties. Action USFOR information ACWAR

Trooper
Ha 3ig
Action Copy: aFD
Info. Copies: BPFR General Deane (CC/8)
G=2 G=-1
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From: Alglers
To: AGWAR
Ho. 3582, December 30, 1042

French suthorities have reguested that if at
8ll posaible there should be made available to
Government of French West Africa as emergency
measure from American Mllitary Stocke which they
saild were thought to be held in Moorovia the
following commodities. To AGWAR for Marshall signed
Eisenhower from Murphy. One five zero zeroc tons of
motor fuel, three sero mero tomns of motor lubricant,
agsortment of spare parts for trucks of American
make principally Chevrolet Dodge Ford and International,
They state that transportation from Monrovia to Dakar
can be arranged by French Coastal vessels (To AGWAR
Washington from Freedom Algiers) delivery to be
taken at Monrovia. 1 recommend that if poesible this
| suggestion be followed.

Ko Big
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l’rlull Algiers
Tot vs - AGWAR

Number: 3583, December 30, 1042

General Giraud informed (to AGWAR USFOR from
l'nnlu- Algiers) me today that General Mast will
shortly receive his promotion to Major Geperal,

To ldl for Combined Chiefs of Staff to USFOR for
British Chiefs of Staff for Secretary Hull from
Murphy signed Elsenhower HAF Sixty Eight. I laquired
whether he possibly bhad Mast in mind for the
position of Govermor General of Algeria and he

said mot for the moment and that be has not yet
taken any decisiom regarding a command for Mast
who he believes is performing a valuable function
as Liaison at Allied Headquarters, OGiraud again
talsed the question of the rate of dollar e

Bee our three three five one. BHe that pralpt
conaideration be given to this question in view of
the more favorable rate in Madagascar anmd French
Equatorial Africa.

Ro 8ig
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From: Algiers
To: AGWAR-USFOR (Action)

Ro. 3508, December 30, 1943

Holmes and I called on Giraud and Bergeret
this evening for further discussion of the arrest
of persons described in my cable today to AGWAR
for Combined Chiefs of Staff snd to USFOR for
British Chiefs of Btaff signed Eisenhower from
Murphy for BSecretary Hull. We invited Giraud‘'s
urgent attention to the possibility of political
repercussion abroad and to the necessity of avoid-
&:f an appearance of concesling from the public
ice petion which if mecrecy were maintained
might be distorted either propaganda or other-
wise as directed againat Allied sympathisers merely
because some of the persons srrested have been friend-
ly to us in the past. @Girand indignantly demied that
the arrests or the mobilizatiom of several minor off-
icials today related in any semse to persecution of
our friends, He made the issue a parsonal one saying
effeot I am responsible. Do you consider me
friend. How can it be said that friends of the Allies
are be singled out for persecution whem approx-
imately fifty thousand French Troops under my command
are actively engaged with the enemy on the mide of
the Allies on the Tunisian freat. My life has been
threatened as well as Murphys. I cannot condone
murder nor can I permit irresponsible persoms in
Algiers the liberty of conspiring to commit murder.
We must havelaw and order here if 1 am to conduct
military operations. I am satisfied he added that
the evidence adduced justifies the administrative
arrests made and I promise you that the regular forms
" of justice will be scrupulously cbserved, We urged
FRANKLIN D. ROOIVILT LIBRARY
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that Oiraud receive the American snd British corrs-
spondents and make to them a frank statement of the
facts. Thim he readily agreed to do st sevem P
today. We are convinoed of Oiraud's simoerity and
we do not balieve that mnti Ally motives are involved.
Mack has been comsulted and agress that further inter—
mﬁ-hnﬂtﬂ-hnm taken does not

who are alleged to emtertain Axis :Lqumn. Bergerst
immedi names of any
officials thus classified stating that if there im
evidence that any official is so guilty he will not
cnly be removed but arrested and prosscuted. This im
confirmed by Oiraud. We discussed Governor General
3;.: who does not uj:z aither Oirsud's or Bergeret’s
ere is any suspieion that he
is pro Axis but merely weak. They maid Chatel will
be removed shortly (to AGNWAR m:::m. USFOR London
from Freedom Algiers) remembering t wo have bean
requested previously to suggest s sucocesssor.
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From: Alglers
To: IJAI. BFOR

FHo 3884 December 30,1942

] Establishment enemy defensive line reported
southeast to northwest from Sldi Medien (J seven
zero three two) through Dar Halfaoui (J mix nine
four four)} to Djebel Bou Touil (J three smix six
two). BSome enemy infiltration southwest from
Heidous also reported., Italian forward units in
Djebel Fkirine and Djebel Chirich areas Appsar to
be supported by emall German patrols includi

light armored cars. Along main escarpment Kebir
to Djebel Ousselat (0 seven three) enemy infantry’
elements (to AOWAR USFOR Advanced Eastern Task
Force Center Task Force Western Task Force Eastern
Alr Command Twelfth Air Force from Freedom Alglers)
reported several points with tapnks east of Harachoum
(0 eight four six eight) and Lebousn (O alght three
five zerc). Continued fine weather though cold inm
Northern Tunisia roads sticky but drying.

Part one land G two report for twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred % twenty nine Dec.
Enemy now reported in occupation Beidous area (J
five six four four) after attacks of two seven Dec
during which enemy suffered heavy casualtiss and
two eight Dec forced withdrawal our covering forces.
Construction enemy defensive line north Kebir reser—
voir (J seven nine), Though reportedly reinforced
line my attack to south of reservoir tvc-eight Dec
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LrRARY
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From: Alglers No 3864
To: AGWAR USFOR December 30,1042

does not appear to have made further pr B,
Eneay a ntly succesaful in withstanding loca
attack French Pichon area with otherwise only
patrol activity reported. Southern Tunisia, AGWAR
USFOR reptd Troopers information Adv ETF CTF WIF
EAC Twelfth AF from G twe Freedom signed Eisonhower.
Epemy reported reinforced Djebel Krechem position.
Eebili garrison now estimated three hundred Italians
with small mobile elements including five light
tanks, Activity Gabes area belleved mainly connected
passage supplies rather than recent reced t rein-
forcements in men. Identifications. Nine zero Ger-
man Artillery Regt identified northern sector by
captured prisoner. .In Oued Kebir area detachments
one Battalion five parachute regiment identified
from prisoners patrols operating to southwest believed
sttempting contact patrols from Maknassy. Maknassy
reinforced and nov estimated comprises six hundred
Italians some mechanised elements including eighteen
light tanks, Possibly companie=s one and fourteen
German five para Regt operating forces this area.
Active patrolling, sabotage by glider .landed troops
of railway bridge Sidi Bou B (8 seven four mero six)
and air activity over Gafsa suggesta possible enemy
intention disrupt communications from north as pre-
liminary attempt occupy Gafsa. Roman two battery
same regt indicated Medjez El1 Bab area by captured
document s, French again report battalion three one
Italian tank regiment and elements three three Italian
tank regiment Djebel Fkirine area, At present latter
accepted with considerable reserve. The above im 5
araphrased message from Freedom Alglers to AGWAR USFOR
1fth AF EAC WTF CTF and Advanced ETF,
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; Establishment enemy defensive line reported
southeast to northwest from Sidi Medien (J seven

zero three two) through Dar Halfaoui (J six nine

four four) to Djebel Bou Touil (J three six six

two). BSome enemy infiltration southwest from

Heidous also reported. Italian forward units in _
Djebel Fkirine and Djebel Chirich sreas appear to |
be supported by small Gersan patrols imclud ,
light armored cars. Along main escarpment Esbir |
to Djebel Ousselat (0 seven three) ememy infantry' -
elements (to AGWAR USFOR Advanced. Eastern Task

Force Center Task Porce Western Task Force Eastern

Air Command Twelfth Air Force from Freedom Algiers)

reported several points with tanks east of Harachoum

(0 eight, four six eight) and Loboua (O eight three

five zero), Continued fine weather though cold in

Northern Tunisia roads sticky but drying.

Part one land 0 two report for twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred & twenty nine Dec.
Epemy now reported in oceupation HBeidous area (J
five six four four) after attacks of two seven Dec
during which enemy suffered heavy casualties and
two eight Dec forced withdrawal our covering forces.
Construction enemy defensive line north Kebir reser-
voir (J seven nine). Though reportedly reinforced
line my attack to south of reservoir two-eight Dec
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deas pot appear to have made further progreas,
Enemy apparently successful in withstand loecal
attack by French Pichopn area with otherwise only
patrol activity reported., Southern Tunisia, AGWAR
BFOR reptd Troopers information Adv ETF CTF WIF
EAC Twelftk AF from G two Freedom signed Elsenhower.
Epemy reported reinforced Djebel Krechem position.
Eebili garrison now estimated three hundred Italians
with emall moblile elements including five light
tanks, Activity CGabes area believed malnly connected
passage supplies rather than recent reced t rein-
forcements in men, Identifications. Nine zero Ger-
man Artillery Regt identified northern sector by
captured prisoner. In Oued Eebir area detachments
one Battalion five parachuote regiment identified
from prisoners patrols operating to southwest believed
attempting contact patrols from Eaknasesy. Maknasay
reinforced and now estimated comprises six hundred
Italians pome mechanised elements including eighteen
light tanks, Possibly companies one and fourteen
Garman five para Regt operating forces this area.
lunti.u patrolling, sabotage by glider .landed troops

of railway bridge 84idi Bou B (8 seven four zero six)
and air activity over Gafsa suggests possible enemy
iptention disrupt communications from north as pre-
liminary attempt occupy Gafsa. Roman two battery
mape regt indicated Medjex E1 Bab area by captured
document &, French again report battalion three one
Italian tank regiment and elements three three Italian
tank regiment Djebel Fkirine area, At present latter
accepted with considerable reserve. The above im 5
paraphraned msessage from Freedom .l‘.l.‘hr- to AGWAR USFOR
Twelfth AF EAC WTF CTF and Advanced ETF.
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°  Heavy rains, muddy fields and severs icing
conditions urim‘g‘u-pud all air oparatioms in
the Morth Africam atre during the week ending

twvonty five December. (For Morshall from Eisenhower

Twelfth AF nor thirteen forty sevem) a total of one

bundred four missions comprising three hundred forty
sorties wers flown. Bombers were sble to fly only

four missions during the week. Because of weather
conditions, they were forced to return without bombing

on three of these. Victories for the week wera:

four JU eight eights destroyed and one JU eight eight
probably destroyed. Losses for the same perind wera:

one P dash forty destroyed. On nineteen December nine

D B dash sevens and three A dash twanties bombed the marshalling.
yards at Bfax. Hits were observed oa & roundhouss

and many hite were reported im the yards. Saveral

large fires wore started, Eleven tons HE were dropped.

P daeh forties on m sweep destroyed four tanks and

four Armored carse, Four P dash thirty eights dispatched

to bomb shipping off North Tumnisia were forced back on
anccount of weather. On twenty December weather prevented
bombers from flying., One P dash thirty eight on patrol

of the Gmbes area reported all roads to north appeared
impassable due to mud, This F dash thirty aight destroyed
one truck. On twenty one December, twelve B dash Seven-
teens were dispstched against Sfax and Gabes. Weasther ten
slant tenths over both targets snd no bomba dropped.

P dash Thirty Eights successfully intercepted four JU

dash eighty eights on bombing rald against Tebessa.

Two of the E slant A were destroyed and ones probably
dostroyed. P dash Forties on sweep destroyed an estimated
sixty trucks out of an estimated one hundred truck Axims
convoy thirty six milesa WKW of Sfax. Pohar P dash Forties
during the deay sccounted for the destruction of twenty
dash four sdditiomal motor vehicles includiog = tank amd an
Armored car., One P dash Forty lost to ground fire.
Elghtoon B dash Saventgens were dispatched on twenty two
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December, sgainst Bizerte docks, Wesather at target was

ten slsnt tonths clouds and bombers were forced to returs.
P dash Forties om patrol intercepted to JU dash eighty
aighta bombing Allled truck convoy, Both E slant ware
shot down. Another P dash Forty patrols shot up = train
and destroyed two trucks. On twventy third December seventeen
T dash Beventeens dispatched mgainst Tunis and Bigerte.

¥o bowbs dropped ae weather over targets forced their
raturn., Four P dash Forties bombed a bridge, on twenty.
fourth December, over the Oued E1l Akarit, sixteen miles
north ot Gabes. Results unobserved, Four P dash Thirty
Eights took off to bomb shipping north of Tunisia. Weather
forced their return. All other missions cancelled. On
twenty five December four P dash Forties bombed a small
troop concentration at Bfax, Weather forced the capcellat-
fon of mll other mimsicos.
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Attacks on enemy units, Part Three Naval, (to
AGWAR UBFOR ADV ETF CTS WTF EAC Twelfth Air Force
from Freedom Algiers) in Sicilian Channel zero one fortyZ
position thirty seven degrees eighteen minutes north
eleven degrees forty minutes east fleet air arm
attacked one merchant vessel with escorting destroyer
blowing up end sinking the merchant vessel, G two report
for twenty four hours ending two four hundred Z two nine

Dec,

Part Two Air. Enemy activity, bomber recce, sea ares
between dawn and fourteen hundred Z recced from Sicily
westwards by three Bicilian based JU eight eights one of
which falled to complete recce due weather conditions,
Tebessa flown over twelve thirty Z by one JU eight eight,
northern half western basin covered by one JU eight eight,
southernFrance during sfternoon, bombers, possibly
assisted by few HE one one ones or JU eight eights

bansed Italian mainland eight Comiso (S8icily) based JU
eight eights searched Sicilian Channel for Allied Naval
units between zero three hundred and one thousand Z,
probably convoy escort duties four Cataniz based JU

eight eights active from early morning to seventeen thirty
Z, during early evening four either JU eight eights or

HE one one ones operated.

Part Ope will follow, Fighters, Allied fighters engaged
three ME one zero nines Pont Du Fahs Ares bout miduuy. AGWAR

CH~IN-13250 (12-31-42)
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From: Alglers
Tot mﬁu
No, 3530 Dec 30, 1942

USFOR reptd Troopers informatiom ADV ETF CTF WIF EAC
Twalfth Air Force from G two Preoedom @ d Eisenhower.
Trapeport, zero seven hundred £ for Tunisis three FW two
bundreds departed Bicily, fourteen hundred £ fourteen JU
eight eights landed Siclly from Tunisis apparently.

No EBig

Yootnote: No. 3630 is CU-IN-13150 (12-31-42) G-2
Action Copy: -3 Zev
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FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT LIBRARY
- DECLASSIFIED BY:
~ JCS DECLASSIFICATION BRANCH

EETN

From: Algiers SEP 19 1972
To: AGWAR USBFOER (Action )
ln: 3499, December 29, 1942

1 have had several conversations with Nogues
remaining here until twenty ninth who evinces
eAgerness to convince us of his desire to cooperate
wholeheartedly. To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of
Staff to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff to WIT
pass to Consulates Rabat and Legation Tangier for
Secretary Hull from Murphy signed Illlnhﬂ'lr_!#_n
8ixty five. He complained bitterly of our lac
uﬂhﬁ‘ﬂunu the litany of charges emanating
principally from Tangier which picture Nogues as
steadily giving us 1lip service while maintaining
secret lisison with Paris and Vichy. In reply to

((¢# @ sSeries of guestions covering the principal points

made against him he: one, denies emphatically that

he hes been in secret correspondence with Petain,
M /—‘ﬁﬂf)utrt and the like. This evening he deplored

f J-""#
&

.
ey

1

Ca)

{

o~
&

what he described as Lavals perfidy and characterized
Pietri as untrustworthy and wrongminded. Two, affirms
that frontier control between French and Bpanish zones
bas been much improved and will be further strengthened
Asserting that he is- acting in harmony with Pattonm,
Childs and Mayer. No exit visas will be granted nor
border traffic permitted without prior consulation with
our military and civil establishments. He will refer
a1l doubtful matters of interest to us to our consulate
in Rabat immedistely. He reviewed difficulties
inherent in controlof this long frontier and delicate
questions of maintenance of troops on it saying that
initiative in Placing troops there would only result

in similar Spanish measures leading to possible confliat,

(CH-IN-13062 12-31-43)
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From: Alglers
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY
e — DECLASSIFIED BY:

No. 3499, December 29, 1943 Jcs SUSER e RN

W
Three, states that the Sol, Service Dordre De Le ?*’l
L-gl.u Des Anciens Combattants, which has figured ss - *5 4
@ hostile agency in so many reports W?MMW
and Tangier is actually dissolved, vities E;,L.F
should be and are being suppressed. Four, offers n-W
complete cooperation in censorship affairs and hopes [ V"
¥e Are more satisfied with this phase. Five, insists
that relations between French authorities and our
military are most cordial and happy . He said that
there had not been a singly unpleasant incident. 8ix,
repeats over and over again that the resistance
ordered by him to American forces on arrival waE a
tatter of honor to which he was bound by bhis oath.
Beven, urrl early reconcilistion between North African
and DeGaulle forces starting with inclusion of one of
DeGaulles subordinates in Algiers High Commissariat. :
Eight, defends his conciliatory policy toward SRALRAA < P Qs
the only safe line to follow now., He ridiculed stories
of connivance with Spanish officers enahling later to
conduct espionage on our military operation. He
invites attention to fact that personnel of Spanish
Consulsr offices in North Africa imcludes Army officers
dressed up as civilisns. That Spanish consuls report
to Madrid anything and everything they can there is
oo doubt. They enjoy cipher and diplomatic pouch
privileges. He imagines that we for present do not
wvish to insist these privileges be denied Bpaniards 7
~ Nine, -+ promises loyal support to Giraud adding
ithat should it ever become apparent (To AGWAR Washington,
USFOR London, WTL Rabat from Freedom Alglers) that it
i® hie duty to his country to retire he will do so
gladly,

No Big
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NAVAL MESSAGE (™ £ " NAVY DEPARTN J
= e 1 )
DRAFTER 38 EXTENSION NIUMBER ADORESSEES  PRECEDENCE
.- | Al
“"( NCXF g R
RELEASED BY ; ADUIRALTY | ROUTINE
i - "DEFERRED
3¢ DECEMBER 1942 —— B i
T0R CODERDOM 1946 E El HE" E%]&] FLT PRIGRITY
E HOUTINE
DECODED BY ﬂ.fPT{m A : ;i:nbéggﬂlifﬁﬂ
PARAPHRASED BY “|AFHQ LONDON DEFERRED
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 1S SATISFACTORY MinCH
184¢A/29 NCR 16231
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECIT! (!
ORIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE [ME el

TEXT

ACTION SITUATION REPORT NUMBER 4/

F-00 i, FORCE Q CARRIED OUT SWEEP TO NORTHWARD OF BIZERTA

—- NICHT 28/29. NO SURFACE CRAFT SIGHTED. ENEMY A IR-

F-0015 CRAFT CLOSED AND FIRED RECOGMITION SIGNALS ON TwO

— OCCASIONS BUT DID KOT ATTACK.

— 2. P.212 REPORTS AT 435(0/44 IN POSITION 37-37 MORTH 1¢-41

P11 JEAST ATTACKED TWO MERCHANT VESSELS ABOUT 6,77 TONS

;z EACH WIT! TORPEDOES. ONE CCATAIN HIT, TWO “ORE

= POSSIBLE. pPegf 1S KMOWN TO HAVE ATTACKED AT SAME

= TIME. BOTH SHIPS SANK, |

— 3. P-247 AT 1213/17 OFF BIZERTA FIRED 4 TORPEDOES AT

| 5,9 +RAMB CLASS LERCHANT SHIPA ESCORTED BY DESTROYER.

{fj ONE HIT PROBABLY ON DESTROYER WHICH WAS NOT SEEN @R

= HEARD AGAIN, P-228 HAD ATTACKED THIS CONVOY ONE

Voo HOUR PREVIOUSLY. I AN
MEMD, 1-17-73

| Muke original enly [}l'.“'l'l'l' to communication watch officer in person.  (See Art, 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
= ' ; 14—canis-a
- & f"’ -;__.' j :;’f;"s. e -z\,.f
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f_'_ 3 i EXTENSION HUMBER ADDRESSEES PRECEDEMCE :
i RS A PRIORITY
E ROUTINE
AT = DEFERRED
TOR CODERDOM i | l-E'__- PRIDRITY
E ROUTINE
DECODED BY 3 e =
£ DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY AR ER N
INDICATE BY ASTERISE ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY 15 SATISFACTORY.
PAGE TVO OF 1849/29
URLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS [IISIFITEI'I 'Iﬁl_.l. BE TRlHiHﬂEP_*I.TH ﬂEfElREﬂ_ F_H“E'I:EFIEHEI_E._
ORIGINATOR FILL 1M DIITE {EEE DATE Sl “.E L G{j.'l_
= L)
"“:":: 4, BONE. MTB'S 265, 266, 3(7 AND 315 DUE FROM MALTA.
o LCT FERRY SERVICES TO TABORBA INTERRUPTED BY SWELL
i SINCE 25/12 NOW RESUMED. OROPESA TRAWLERS CONTINUE
— ; SUCCESSFUL MINESWEEPING.
o b Zﬁq eAvE ONIA AT BOUGIE SAILS FOR ALGIERS UNDER OWN POWER
s TOMORROW WEDMESDAY. DAMAGED STARBOARD SIDE NUMBER 7
F=11
== HOLD. HOLE SIZE EI®HTEEN FEET BY FOURTEEN UPPER EDGE
F-3 AT WATER LEVEL.
F_:; 6. P=219 DAMAGED BOWS AND TORPEDO TUBES ORIFICES REQUIRES
P32 2 TO 3 WEEKS IN DOCK.
F=33
F-34
F=35
F=37
IG-00 DECLASSIFIED
JCB MEMD, 1-17-78
VCNO sy pBs, DATE w0y 0 5 1373

it Make original enly. Deliver to communication wateh officer in person, (See Arl. 76 (4) NAYREGS.)
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No, 3471 December 29, 1843

Agtivity enemy JCR part two G two report for
preceding twenty four hours ng twenty four
hundred £ twenty eight Dec, (to AGWAR l&tl
Freedom Algiers) Bomber Recce, Normal recce northera
half western basin by one JU eight eight based
southern France, Recce sea area Oran to Bicily
snd to south of Sadily by four JU eight eights between
dawn pand fourteen thirty Z, Bombers, Between
zero four hundred Z and mero nine thirty Z tem
Bicilian based JU eight eights setive two of which
engaged Armed Recce sea ares between Tunisia-Sicily.
Late afternoon at least one additiomal JU eight eight
opersted from Sicily. AGWAR ABFOR reptd troopers
inforsation AOV ETF CTF WIT EAC Twelfth AF from @ -
two Freedom signed Eisenhower., Fighters. 8ix SE
and TE encountered early morning Pontwhtwfahas
area, P thirty eighta intercepted about ten ME
one mero nineg in a sweep during afternocon.
l'unrtmﬂﬂu:.?ﬂu.“ 'llh-lmnn:-mnum
shot down. Tramsport. .Fourteen JU eight eights at
dawn departed Biclly for Tripoli also during wmoraing .
twenty JU fifty twos flew Tunis from Sicily all twenty
seven Doc. On Wwsnty eight Dec in early morning employed
transport Bicily to.Tripoli were about twenty JU eight
eights though further detsils lacking. Part one will
follow, Rithing to report:in part three Naval,

©  Fo Sig
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PRIORITY

From: Algiers REGHADED
To:  AGWAR-USFOR UNCL+ S FIED

No. 3483 December 29, 1542

(To AGWAR USFOR from Freedom Algiers). Naval. No
reports.

Para 2. ETF. On South flank two COS enemy Inf
three miles SE Goubellat. Enemy post estimated strength
two platoons six miles S5E Esar Tyr J seven three. Enemy
working and guns observed nine miles east of station
Da B8t Neir J four five. Patrol reached Dj Hassane
twélve miles SW Mateur without contact. On north flank
enemy mortars fired on forward poaitions Three Six Brig
at dusk twenty seven Dec, Enemy patrols contacted
tvo miles NE Goubellat. Enemy withdrew east from
positions on road Djemal J seven one two three-Sidi
Medien J seven one three three. In center enemy digging
in NE Grich El1 Oued J mix three. Enemy mortars located-
three miles NE Grich El Oued. Enemy attacked French in
area Beidous J five four, situation in hand. About one
BN enemy with Inf guns located five miles ENE Heidous.
Enemy arty sctive evening twenty eight Dec, operational
tank status: six Armd Div eight three Valentines,
sixty six Crusaders, eighteen close support, seven eight
Div seventeen M three light sixteen M four medium, CC B
thirty six M three light twenty six M three medium ten M
four medium, Under repair: fourteen Valentines,
thirteen Crusaders, two close support, five M three
medium two M four medium, signed CINC.

Para 3. Central Tunisia enemy activity south
of Feriana increasing. Patrols from Gafsa contacted
enemy after dark twenty eight Dec sixty first SITREP
twenty eight Dec,

R (1330 T~ copy No. 31
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o, 3493 December 29, 1642

Para 4. Movements completed Btry of Four Hundred
and Thirty Second CA (AA) (AW) N from Oranm to Biskra
coming under command Twelfth Air Force.

Para 5. Air,.P thirty eight aircraft destroyed eight
trucks seven miles NE Birmcherga J nine two, ten enemy
planes encountered NE Pont Du Fahs, ome anemy plane
probably deatroyed and one damaged, ome P-thirty eight
shot down in enemy territory, pilot safe. Two of ee

enemy planes spproaching Youks Les Bains destroyed by

two P thirty eight ‘n standing patrol. P forty aircraft
on RCH Pichon-Kaircaan-Sousse-Oabes area, no enemy
aircraft sighted, ten yehicles destroyed near Eairouan.
Twenty seven Dec RAF flew one three eight fighter, rpt
sorties, eight Beaufighter sorties, fourteen light bomber
sorties, twenty one reconnaissance sorties two P thirty
eight on RCN encountered six enemy aircraft Ponmt Du Fahs,
one P-thirty eight damaged., P thirty eight destroyed

one enemy plane in Biskra area: crew members walked

awvay among Arabs. Six P thirty eight aircraft on RCN to
Tripoli destroyed twenty one trucks carrying troops and
supplies west between Xarxis and Medinine E-seven seven TD
sixteen B seventeen aircraft attacked Sousse dock with
thirty three tons of bombs, other bombing missions cancell ed,.
Twenty two antisubmarine sorties, three Hudsons missing,
one Hudson shot down by friendly antiaircraft near Feriam
and one Hudson reported shot down by submarine crew,
action USFOR information AGWAR and Trooper.

Ko Big
Action Copy: OPD LA A
Info. Copies: General Persons, BPR, G-2, CG AAF, CGGN,
;—?ﬂuﬂ' General Deane (CC/8), Admiral King,

: COPY No. 31
G- IN-12790., (A2 2%0ABhcr X880 & +udWssace 1s rorsivoen

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

_'_F RT, EHA_;, Date_ 4/, 2 f f_-é



e SECRET &)

e
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

é INCOMING MESSAGE_

RC 11
28/1718Z
bl nm
PRIORITY
From: Algiers REGRADED

To: AGWAR USFOR
No 3487 December 28,6 1842

UNCLASSIFE

Daily report.

Port ome land of G two report for twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred Z December twenty'
eight. Northern Tunisia. (To AGWAR from Freedom
Alglers) AGWAR USFOR reptd troopers information Advw
ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom signed
Eisenhower, 8Southern Tunisia. Captured documents
indicate prulimn twenty seven Dec in area J six two
four three of further elements seven five four Infantry
Regiment and First Company three three four Engineer
Battalion. Though ground reported still soft tracks
ipproving with fine weather. Construction defensive
works including antitank ditch by enemy reported
#roond Pont Du Fahs. French report capture of over
one hundred prisoners mostly Italian in area between
Oued Eebir reservoir (0 seven eight nine gzero) and
Djebel Fkirine (0 nine three eight eight) twenty seven
Dec but enemy counterattack on twenty eight Dec Bouth-
#ard from area south of Pont Du Fahs made by mixed
fores of Gerwans and Italians supported by German tanks
is reported to have made considuorable progress in area
east of Oued Eebir reservoir., Action continues. No
further reporte enemy offensive action in Pichon area.
Though unconfirmed report of reinforcement of Maknassy
with from four to five hundred ememy troops including
t#elve tanks was received air Recce of area proved
negative, Enemy patrol activity continues to Eastward
of Gafsu, No report received of Eeblli garrison. No
offonsive activity reported from estimated five enemy

Cl~IN-12793 BB, COPY No.
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Froe: Alglers -No 3487
To: AGWAR USFOR December 29,1942

Companies with infantry guns in area Djebel El Ahmera
(J six three four five). Enemy reported digging in
aiong general line Hennchir Rhourbal (J six eight
turee five) Gueria El1 Atach (J six eight three six)
81di Louafi (J six three three seven) with enemy
strong point believed just east of Goubellat (J six
four two three) sBmseenemy mortar and artillery
activity in area Djebel Ainehouna (J three eight)
during period. In Heldous area (J five seven four
four) situation reported in hand after attack by
oatimnted enemy infantry battaliom supported by artillery
on twenty seven Dec and dawn attack on twenty eight

Dec.

No Sig. Uﬁc,\,.hb
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To 1 VIFOR-AGWAR
No. 3487, December 29, 1943

Par

hours ending

t one land of G two report for twenty four
twenty four hundred Z December twenty eight.

Northern Tunisia. (to AGWAR USFOR from Freedom Algiers)
AGWAR USFOR reptd troopers informatiom ADV ETF CDF WTF
EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom signed Elsenhower.

Southern Tunisia. Captursd dic
twenty seven Dec in(ares J six two four three

elemants B

Company Thrae Three Four E

documents 1 ] sence

even Five Four 1

ineer Battalion, though

ground reported still soft tracks oving with fine

weather.
tank ditch

Construction defensive works including anti-
by enemy reported around Pont Du Fahs.

French report capture of over cne hundred primoners
mostly Itslism in area between Oued Eebir Reservoir
(0 seven eight nine zero) and Djebel Fkirime (O nine
three eight eight) on twenty seven Dec but ememy
counterattack on twenty eight Dec southward from area
sputh of Pont Du Fahs made by mixed force of Germans
and 1talians supported by German tanks is reported to

have made

considerable progress in area east of Oued

febir Reservolr. Action continues._ No further reports
enemy offensive action in Pichon area. Though uncon-
firmed report of reinforcement of Maknassy with from
four to five hundred enemy troops including twelve tanks
was recelved air BECCE of sres proved negative. Enemy
patrol sctivity continues to eastward of Gafsu. No
report received of Kebili Garrison., No offensive activity
reported from estimated five enemy companies with in-
fantry guns in area Djebel E1 Abhmera (J six three four
five). Enemy reported digging in along general line
Henochir Bhourbal (J six eight three five) Gueria El
Atach (J six eight three sixz) Bidi Louafi (J six three

-

NME #
ey - &=
i ¥

cU-GRERETS 3042 COPY No. .,

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE I8 FORBIDDEN

e ...
- . . 3.3 or Sec. 3.
LR101 ey

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 3 /¢4 _



8 |
0
)
O

i

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

No. 3487, December 29, 1942 (Page 2) PFrom: Alglers

three seven) with enemy strong point believed Just
east of Goubellat (J six four two three. BSome enemy
mortar and artillery activity in area Djebel Ainehouna
(J three eight) during period. In Heidous Ares

(J five seven fourfour) situation reported in hand
after attack by estimsted enemy infantry battalion
supported by artillery on twenty seven Dec and dawn
attack on twenty eight Dec.
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Ko. 3493 December 29, 1942

£

{To AGNAR USBFOR from Freedom Algiers). Naval. Ko
“mt-l -

.Para 2. ETF. On South flank two CO3 enemy Inf
three miles SE Goubellat. Enemy posat estimated strength
two platoons six miles SE Ksar Tyr J seven three., Enemy
working and guns observed nine miles east of station
De 8t Nair J four five. Patrol reached Dj Hassane
twelve miles SW Mateur without contact. On north flank
enemy mortars fired on forward positions Three Six Brig
at dusk twenty seven Dec. Enemy patrols contacted
two miles NE Goubellat. Enemy withdrew east from
positions on road Djemal J seven one two three-3idi
MHedien J seven one three three. In center enemy digging
in NE Grich El Oued J six three, Enemy mortars located.
three miles NE Grich El Oued, Enemy attacked French in
area Heldous J five four, situation in hand. About ome
BN enemy with Inf gunms located five miles ENE Heidous,
Enemy arty active evening twenty eight Dec, operational
tank status: six Armd Div eight three Valentines,
sixty six Crusaders, eighteen close support, seven eight
Div seventeen N three light sixteen M four medium, CC B
thirty six M three light twenty six M three medium ten M
four medium. Under repair: fourteen Valentines,
thirteen Crusaders, two close support, five M three
medium two M four medium, signed CINC.

Para 3. Central Tunisia enemy activity south
of Feriana increasing. Patrols from Gafsa contacted
enemy after dark twenty eight Dec sixty first BITREP
twenty eight Dec.
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No, 3493 December 20, 1042

Para 4. MNovements ho.l-tcd Btry of Four Hundred
and Thirty Second CA (AA) (AW) N from Oran to Biskra
coming under commend Twelfth Air Force,

Para 5. Air, P thirty eight aircraft destroyed eight
trucks seven miles NE Birmcherga J nine two, ten enemy
planes encouniered NE Pont Du Fahs, one enemy plane
probably destroyed and one damaged, one P-thirty eight
shot down in enemy territory, pilot safe. Two of three

enemy planes spproaching Youks Les Baing deatroyed by

two P thirty eight in standing patrol. P forty aircraft
on RCN Pichon-Eaircuan-Sousse-Gabes AreR, no enemy
aircraft sighted, ten vehicles destroyed near Eairouan,
Twenty seven Dec RAF flew one three eight fighter, rpt
sorties, eight Beaufighter sorties, fourteem light bomber
sorties, twenty one reconnsissance sorties two P thirty
eight on RCN encountered six enemy aircraft Pont Du Fahs,
none P-thirty eight damaged. P thirty eight destroyed

one enemy planc in Biskra area: crew members walked

away among Arabs. Six P thirty eight aircraft on RCN to
Tripoli destroyed twenty one trucks carrying troopa and
supplies west between Xarxzis and Medinine E-seven seven TD
sixteen B seventeen aircraft attacked Sousse dock with
thirty three tnns of bombs, other bombing missions cancelled,
Twenty two antisubmarine sorties, three Hudsons migsing,
one Hudson shot down by friendly antisircraft near Feriama
and one Hudson reported shot down by submarine crew,
action USFOR information AGWAR and Trooper,

Ko Big
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¥o 3487  December 39,1942 REGRADED
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Daily report.

Part one land of G two report for twenty four
hours end twenty four hundred Z December twenty'
eight. HNorthern Tunisia, (To AGWAR from Freedom
Alglers) AGWAR USFOR reptd troopers information Ady
ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom signed
Eisenhower, Southern Tunisia, Captured documents
indicate presmence twenty seven Dec in ares J maix two
four three of further elements seven five four Infantry
Regiment andFirst Company three three four Engineer
Battalion, Though ground reported still soft tracks
ieproving with fine weather, Construction defensive
worke including antitank ditch by enemy reported
irgand Pont Du Fahs. French report capture of over
ooe hundred prisoners mostly Italian in ares betwsan
Oued Kebir reservoir (O seven eight nine zero) and
Djebel Fkirine (0 nine three eight alight) twenty seven 3
Dec but enemy counterattack om twenty eight Dec Bouthk-
#ard from area south of Pont Du Fahs made by mized
Tores of Gerwans and Italians supported by German tanks
is reported to have made considerable pr in area
oaat of Ouved Eebir reservoir. Action continuves, No
further reports enemy offensive action in Pichon area,
Thoogh unconfirmed report of rainforcement of Maknassy
with from four to five hundred enemy troops including
tecvlve tanks was received air Recce of area
negative. Enemy patrol activity continues to Eastward
of Gafeu. No report received of Esblli garrison. No
offonsive activity reported from sstimated five eneny

CM-1N-12792 [ = =Tas=T~k S, COPY No.

mmwnummwmumumu

_"f{r.l \.=F:';|"I - L

DECLASSIFIED .
=.L g {Ingtasa. Sec. 3.3«or Sec. 3.4
= By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 2 /¢4



% (SECRET. 4

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: 'Alglers 3 No 3487
To: AGWAR USFOR Decesber 20,1842

Companies with infantry guns in area Djebel El Abmera
(J six three four five). Enemy reported ﬂut:z in
aiong ral line Hennchir Rhourbal (J six eight
three five) Gueria El1 Atach (J six eight three =ix)
S81d1 Louafi (J six three three seven) with enemy
strong point believed just east of Goubellat (J six
four two three) sBmmeenemy mortar and artillery
activity in area Djebel Ainehouna (J three eight)
during period. In Heldous area (J five seven four
four) situation reported in hand after attack by
estimmnted enemy infantry battalion supported by artillery
on twenty seven Dec and dawn attack on twenty eight

Dec. .
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OPD 336 France {13—39-42)

Operations Division, WDGS
European Section WDOPD

December 28, 1942
TO: FREEDOM ALGIERS

NUMBER 582

In the course of his conversations here Lemaigre
Dubreuil informs us that General Giraud has a written
agreement signed by you (For Murphy from SBecretary Hull
signed Marshall) containing the sssurance that in re-
turn for his cooperation with the United States this
government would recognize him as the head of a Provisional
Government of France. Since Dubreuil is pressing this
matter please reply urgently and should such document ex-
ist telegraph immediately the exact terms of any agrea=
ment you may have reached with Giraud.
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From: Algiers
To: AQWAR-DEFOR Londom (metiom)

Ko. 3414 December 28, 10432

Twenty seven December litl'q#_[ (to AQWAR,
OEFOR, Troopers from Fresdom Algi

Fars one. Naval. No reports.

Para two. ETF. Bigned CINC. On south flank
onemy contscted and Minefield removed meven miles
3E Goubellat. Enemy patrola cperating thres miles
NE Goubellat, BEnemy vehicles shelled east Nsdjex E1
Bab, Withdrew, FEnemy om hill five milea ESE of Eedjee
El Bab. Our pairols report no movement ares three
miles FW Esar Tyr J meven three. in the center
patrol of three Gremsdier Quards sttacked ememy patrol
on road Medjes X1 Bab-Tebourba, Three enemy killed,
eight wounded, fifteen prisoners takem. Two and three thres
Algerisn Inf patrolled ares Heldous J five four and
to SE. Patrol eight Argyll and Sutherlsnd Highlanders
drove off enemy four milos NNW Heidous, No loases, .
Btanding patrol firat Bo Burray NE Heldous withdrew
on béing attacked. On Commando, three/nine Algerian
Infantry, tvo Hampshires and some Arty now ten miles
NE Bejs, one Commando patrolling to east, Detachments
two parachute Ba area ten miles NNW Beja patrolling,
Baja-Djebel Abiod. Hg one parschute Brig and one
Parachute Bn ten miles NE Bsja patrolling to Bidi
Esir J four five. Two/nime Algerisn Inf ten miles
NNE Baja patrolling mortbwsrd, Three parachute BN
resting st Souk El Khemis. Two BN Lapcashire Fusiliers
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From: Alglers
To: AOWAR-USFOR London (action)

report enemy ten miles S5EW mateur. On north flank
digging in south of station De Jefna, High
five miles NW statlion De Jefna occupiled by enemy.

Para three. Five Bn Northamptons, Bn laft
Toukabeur J five three on foot midnight tweaty two
slant twenty three Dec advancing for fifteen miles
acrosa country. Enemy up at point five alx three,

J six four five three, captured fwénty four‘Dec.

Bn attacked at Dj Lanserine J silx five by enemy Infantry
late twenty four Dec, poaition held until Dec two five
dero one zero zero Z. Withdrawl made at night, arrived
Toukabeur twenty mix Dec. Now at Minchar J three three
four two. Casualties: officers wounded two, missing
a::i EM killed eleven, wounded fourteen, missing

B "N,

Para four Central Tumisia, sbout thiriy paratroops
of Second Bn five zero nine Parachute Inf sccompanied
by two French paratroopers dropped successfully Dec
twenty @ix two two mero zero £ with mission of
destroying railroad bridge six milea north El Djqm
Q seven ning , 8ir reconnaissance morning twenty seven
Dec reports bridge intact. French operstions on Dj
Fkirine O dash nine eight progressing in North and center,
about one hundred Italism prisonsrs taken. At Pichon
enemy driven back, prisoners and materiml captured.
Enemy sctivity increasing Gafsa area, four enemy tanks
preceded by motor cycleas turned back by fire night
twenty slx slant twenty seven Dec, German Patrol Officer
and four men‘ captured.

Para five, Movemsnts, Seven eight Chemical
Smoke Generator Company with equipment dispatched from
Casablanca for Alglers. -
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Para six Air, ssventesn aircraft
4 attacked Sousse Harbor and docks with forty tons
of bosha from thoussnd five hundred
fest, hits claimed on four ships, one seem to
up, docks and warehouses y A
Eighteen P thirty Alreraft flew offensive
sweeps in Poat Du ~Emirousn ares, Twent

8o damage or casualties. Tweaty two nircraft
operated ders ares night twenty five slant twanty
aix Dec, believed 1111:’ mines., A fow bombs m:d.
contacts by eleven Bm g.‘-f“" sorties but no te.
Twenty four transport sorties, Twenty mix Dec RAF
flew one hundred snd twenmty fighter sorties on port
and shpping protection sweepe and bomber escorts,

one enemy sircraft probably destroyed, two Spitfires

damaged.
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No 3382 December 28, 1942

Mostly fine weather with cold KW winds., (to
AGWAR USFOR from Freedom Algiers) Ground conditions
improving, activity throughout period limited pat-
rolling with no reports received sny ground offensive
actions. French report cmiw:n-r casualties
inflicted recent fighting near Ack Ack
defense Kariousn reported being stremgthened. Enemy
patrol activity vicinity Maknassy.toward Gafsa reported
incressing. Identifications, interrogation prisonmers
captured twenty seven Dec J @ix five four three in-
dicates presence first Company PX Engineer Bn number
four ninety in same area presence six nine PX Gren
Hegt confirmed by captured prisoners that umit,
Prisoners ¢aptured Pichon area by French state belong
to two four Bn five Bersaglieri Regt which consists
Bne number fourteem, two two, and two four. Prisoners
have no knowledge whereabouts other bns. Foregoing
part ome Land G two report for two four hours ending
tventy four hundred £ twenty seven Dec.

Part two Air: bomber recce, northern half vestern
basin recce in afternocon by one JU eight eight based
Bouthern France. Between dawneone five four five
Z shipping recce made over area Bone-Oran by three
Sicilian based Ju eight eights. During PM patrol
Tunisian coast by one JU eight eight, Bombers of
unit which moved twenty six Dec Sicily to Montpellier
at least five JU eight eights landed Comiso (Sicily)
about one thousand Z from Southern France during early
PM to south of Sicily at least two JU eight eights
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were @ctive. Fighters: two on patrol near 8fax,
AQWAR UBFOR repted Troopers information adv ETF
CIF WIF EAC twelfth AF from G 2 Freedom s
Eisenhower. Transport: twenty six Dec thirty JU
eight eights landed Catanis Bicily from Gresce.

Part three Navy: Enemy U/B dispositions D slight
increase western basin snd western approaches GRB,
Jerman western basin, between GIB-Greenwich meridian
five or six with six to east of Greenwich meridiam,
Italisn western basin, possibly three between Alglers-
Formentirahz between Bougle-Algiers two area Bonme
twvo, Between Bizerta-Cagliari thres, East of six
degrees east additional three, Atlantic, within ome
five zero miles twenty eight degrees north l:hi.rtgl
two degrees west three or four opersting. FPossibly
six in area Lisbon-Casablanca and fourteen degrees
west. Betwveen Caparles and Azores five east., Of
Azores three or four., Between Madiera and Azores
balieved one Italimn.

Ho Big
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From: Cairo
To: AGWAR

No. AMBME 3508 Deoc 28, 1942

¥ith each plane carrying five American bombe
cone thousand pounds each six aircraft of Ninety
Third Group departed anight December twenty =ix
seven to attack Tunis Sousse and Bfax. Three
aireraft bombed Tunis Harbor one aircraft bombed
Sousse Harbor one bombed Bfax one previously un-
reported now reported back but interrogation
not available, Hita observed on mouthwest of
docks in Bfax one fire seen in barracks area.
Besultas unobserved at Tunis and Ilu-—. For
Arnold fron Mr-tu. On Decenb an

do ) quay. B8Several bursts ob-
uﬂﬂ in uurm yard wvest of commerical quay.
No enemy aircraft encountered. Moderate to

heavy accuarate antiaircraft over target one
aireraft holed by shrapnel, All aircraft returned

safely.
Andrews
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Twenty meven Decembar W (to AGWAR,
CEFOR, Troopera from Freedom iers)
Para ooe, HNawval, BNo reports,

Fara two, ETF, Bigned CINC, On south flank
eneay contacted spd Minefisld remcoved seven milea -
9E Goubellst, Epnemy patrols operating three milea
NE Goubellat. Ensmy vehicles shelled east Nedjer El
Dab. Withdrew. Enemy on hill five miles ESE of Medjex .
El Bab., Our patrols report no movement arsa three
milem KW Ksar Tyr J seven thres. in the center
patrol of three Gremadier Ouards attacked anemy patrol
on road Bedjes E1 Bab-Tebourba, Three snemy killed,
eight wounded, fifteen prisopers taken, Two and three/three
Algerisn Inf patrolled area Heldous J five four and
to SE. Patrol eight lrml and Batherland Highlanders
drove off four mi NAW Heidous, No lomses,
Btanding patrol first Ba Surrey NE Heidous withdrew
on béing attacked. On Commando, t /aine Algerian
Infantr'y, two Hampshires and some Arty now tem miles
NE Bajs, one Commando patrolling to ssst, Detachments
two parschute Ba area tenm milem NNY Bejs patrolling.
Beja-Djebel Ablod., Bg one parachute Brig and one
Parschute Bn ten miles NE Beje patrolling to Bidi
Neir J four five. Two/nine Algerian Inf ten miles
NNE Bajs patrolling morthward, Three parschute BN
resting at Souk El Xhemisu. Two BN Lancashire Fusiliers

(CH-IN-13300 128-20-4%)

: 65 .
| COPY No. |
|' B 4 mnmorummﬂrmlmurmm
| 371 e tr

DECLASSIFIED
0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
LR 101



O SECRET ( ).

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE™**

From: Alglers .
To: AGWAR-USFOR London (action)

report énemy tem miles SSW mateur. On north flank
digging in south of station De Jefna, High' ground
five miles NW station De Jefns occupied by enamy.

Para three, Five Bn Northamptons, Bn left
Touksbeur J five three on foot midnight twenty two
slant twenty three Dec sdvanc for fifteen miles
fcross country, Enemy up at point five six three,

J six four five three, captured’ twanty four'Dec,

Bn attacked at Dj Lanserine J six five by enemy Infantry
late twenty four Dec, pomition held until Dec two five
2ero oné zero mero Z., Withdrawl made st night, arrived
Toukabeur twenty six Dec. Now at Minchar J three three
four two. Casuslties: officers wounded two, missing
one, EM killed eleven, wounded fourteen, missing
esixteen.

Para four Central Tunisis, about thirty paratroops
of Second Bn five zero nine Parachute Inf accompanied
by two French parstroopers dropped successfully Dec
twenty eix two two zero zero Z with mission of
destroying rallroad bridge six miles north El Diqm
Q seven ning , air reconnsiseance morning twemty seven
Dec reports bridge intact. French operations on Dj
Fkirine O dash nine eight progressing in North and center,
about one hundred Italisn prisoners taken. At Pichon
enemy driven back, prisoners and msterisl captured.
Enemy activity incressing Gafsa asrea, four enemy tanks
preceded by motor cycles turned back by fire night
twenty six slaat twenty seven Dec, German Patrol Officer
and four men“captured.

Para five. Movements, Seven eight Chemiecal
Smoke Generator Company with egquipment dispatched from
Casablanca for Algiers,
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Para 8ix Alr. TFourteen seventeem aircraft
sttacked Sousse Harbor and docks with forty tons
of bombe from twenty three thoussnd five hundred
feet, hite claimed on four ships, one seen to
blow up, docks and warehouses severely damaged.
Bighteen P thirty eight Aircraft flew offensive
sweeps in Pont Du Pahs-Eairousan area. Twenty
four P forty reconnsissance sorties flown in Pichon~
Eairousn ares, no enemy aircraft emcountered, Biskra
attacked twenty sevem Dec by three enemy aireraft,
no damage or cesualties, Twentv two airoraft
oparated iers area night twenty five slant twenty
8ix Dec, believed laying mines. A few bombs dropped,
contacts by eleven Besufighter sorties but no combats,
Twenty four transport s ies, Twenty six Dec RAF
flew one hundred and tweaty fighter sorties on port
and shpping protection sweeps and bomber escorts
one enemy aircraft probably destroyed, two Spitfires
damaged.
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Girand paid to the Commsander in Chief this
moroing his first official visit in his new capacity.
In addition to the discussion of military qguestions
be said that he would llke to touch oo some of the
{ﬂlltlﬂll and ecdénomic questions which will affect
‘i sctivity, Prom Eisenhower for Marghsll for
Secretary Hull from Murphy and to USFOR for British
Chiefs of Staff, Throughout his participation in
the North African operatiom Girsud sald that it
bhad slways been his understandipg that the United States
apd Great Britain fully intemded to recognize French
sovereigonty in this area, that he reslizes that in
the sarly days of the arrival of Allled Forces this
atti might not have been clear in everyomes
mind B that in the complicated sltustionm then
pravailing thers were reasons for doubt and misgiving.
Now he ieves those doubts must have been dispelled,
Everyons knows his position and understands his deter-
aination to work for the liberation of France from
the German yoke by forca of arms im slliance with the
Alliea, He needs our support and he confidently
expects it. We have svery reason to give it to him in
our own interest as well as that of Framce., He has
no political ambitions and d4id hise best to avold the
assumption of any clvil suthority but having been
saddled with it he intends loyally to cooperate with
us and expects reciprocal treatment. He regards him-
self em our slly eager to work with us woluntarily
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Fromi lﬂlm
To: WAR-USFOR London (action)
Ka, 3361 Deceasber 28, 1942 Page 2

not an #n inhabitant of sn oecupied territory.
He therefore hopes that there will be @ clear cut
sttitude of respect for Frenmeh soversignty on our
part, He knows we have po territorisl ambitionms in
this sres. In the economic field Giraud inmsists
that we should give him immediate support in @
study and reconsideration of the rate of dollar
and pound exchenge am sgainst North snd Weat African
frape currency, He waid thot the business world
here is in en uproar over the news today that
the British suthorities have granted to the Degulle
sdninistration in Medegamcar officisl rate of one
seven six frapcs for the snd four three for
the dollar. No justification ho amserts cap be found
for auch discriminatory treatment peither in the
political nor economic field, Girand recalls that
Similar discriminstinn exists in favor of French
Equatorisl Africa, His advent to ecivil authority he
maintains should be coupled with some sction on our
glrt which will inmpire confidence in him administration,
e then saild that he has never agreed that the rate
of three mero zero francas for the pound nor seven
five fer the dollar wam Juatified in North or Weat
Africa. I urge that immediote atudy be given to this
feature in the hope that we may give him some
encouragesent and support. Bernstein im belng
reguested to moke a reviow of this problem
from this end but I would like s clear statomont of
the ressons smctusting *he dicislon to insist on
the rate of francs throe mero sero for the pound
and seven five for the doller in this ares. It is
remsmbared that this question was the subjeet of
long discussion in the weeks preceding Torch, It is
bacoming an issue hore which we must be prepared to
meet an I feol that it should bo ressmbared thet
North African economy relieved of the Eoropean drain
which has existed since the armistice Justifies
& more favorable rate from the Fremch point of view
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than frapes three zero zerc to the pound and
seven five to the dollar. Girsud expresses

great appreciation of the Presidonts courtesy

in sending to him the message transmitted by the
Btate Department on December two four. He
rociproostes fully the Presidents good wishes and
expresses fervent desire to prosecute the war to

8 victorious conclusion. During the conrme of

the interview the Commander in ef handed him a cqp
copy of a telegram addressed to Giraud by General
Degaulle the essence of which is a suggeation

that the French people cannot be left ipndefinitely
without a governmest. That mow is the time to
establish the nucleus of such a government and
proposing that Dg-nui meet Girsud either inm

North Africa or praferred by Giraud in some other
French territory, Girsuds immediste reaction was
favorable in thet he said he was gratified to

note ulles desire for a reconciliatiom which

he has hlwayb shared. He said that he felt however
that precipitate action would be unwise stating

that "some things should beat be eaten conu”,

He plans to reply but desires time for reflectionm.
He alao said that his first reaction wss that it
might be best to arrange a meoting between
subordinsates on the theory ., that there hasm been B0
mich scrimonious personsl attack between the
opposing French camps that some ground work should
be sccomplished before his meeting Degaulls ss a
promature meeting might be embarrassing. There

is still hostility to Degaulle on the part of

many Army Officers which Girsud is sure a little
time and proper direction will slleviate., Girsud
also brought up the subject of telecommunications
expressing the hopes that expect we would not interfera
with the French administration of this service which
would of course be subject to our censorship., The
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No, 3851 December 28, 1843 Fage 4

discussion of this subject related to the same
principle of recognition of Frenck sovereignty
and of the desire of the Fremch to accord us
every facility. He said that we have such more
to galn by = ting the French administrotion of
telecommunication services as well as every other
gervice if we supported it and cooperated with it
employing our right to censorship but avoiding
direct methoda., Where service is onsatisfactory
or there is evidence of objectionable features we
could rely on his wholehearted support to rectify
such conditions, The Commander in Chief assured
Girand of his desire to treat with him on = basis
of perfect frankness reciprocating the confidence
which Giraud has in us and sssuring him of a firm
determination (To AGWAR Washington mnd USFOR from
Freedom Algiers) to allow no incidents to
militate against = successful prosecution of the

war affort.

No Big
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From: London
To: AGWAR

No. 5909, Dec 2B, 1942

Following paraphrase of crble received from
Eisenhower and forwarded for your information,
This cable has not been shown General De Gaulle,
(For Marshall signed Bartle) message from
General De Gaulle delivered Genmeral Giraud who
read message in my presence. He stated that he
would take message under advisement but did not
indicate when he would answer, General Eisenhower
believes that Giraud earnestly desires a rapprochement
though Giraud thinks meeting suggested would be
premature at this time. General Eisenhower feels
that Giraud will reply to telegram in this sense
although for foture progress he may poasibly add
some concrete suggestions.

No Big
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: London
To: AGWAR

No. 5809, Dec 28, 1942

Following paraphrase of crble received from
Eigenhower and forwarded for your information,
This cable has not been shown Gemeral De Gaulle.
{For Marshell signed Hartle) message from
General De Gaulle delivered Geperal Giraud who
read message in my presence. He stated that he
would take message under advisement but did not
ipdicate whan he would answer, Goneral Eigenhower
believes that Giraud earnestly desires a rapprochemant
though Giraud thinks meeting suggested would be
premature at this time., OCGeneral Eisenhower feeals
that Giraud will reply to telegram in this sense
although for future progress he may possibly add
some concrete suggestions.
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I From: Alglers
' To: USFOR-WAR (Action)

No. 3291, December 27, 1943
Twenty six Dec Sitrep fifty nine.

PRIODRITY

1. Naval. Ko reports.

2. ETF. Onm south flapk patrols SE Goubellat
failed to make contact. Slight enemy activity
about six miles ESE of Goubellat. One/eiphteen
RCT now at Teboursouk, Locations Thirty Eight Inf
Brig. Six Inniskilling Fusiliers ten miles SW of
Goubellat, First Royal Irish Fusiliers two miles
north of Goubellat. Two London Irish Rifles Goub-
ellat, In the center enemy active SY of ststion
De (*) Toukabeu J five three. Casualties believed
light. L of C road twenty eight miles east of
Bougie now passable for twelve ton vehicles with
care,

3. Reinforcement moves of combat unite. A,
dispatched from Casablanca Btry A four four three
CA (AA) (AW) for Algiers. From Orsn four three two
CA (AA) (AW) Bn for Biskra. :

4. Alr. Eighteen B seventeen aircraft attacked
Sfax shipping with forty two tons of bombs c¢laiming
two large and one small ship sunk. One medium ship
demaged. All planes returned. Four P forty aircraft
sorties strafed several self propelled ocean going
barges north of Sousse, destroying one carrying gas-
oline. All planes returned. Twelve P thirty eight
aircraft destroyed locomotive at statiom De Kerker
P sixty one, two trucks at Sidi Bou Ali P forty eix,
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From: Algiers Fage 2
To: =WAR (ACTION)
No. 3391, December 27, 18942 e

water tank, five trucks and three motorcycles at
Enfidaville P thirty eight, one locomotive morth of
Hssmametkfing fifty one, ail planes returned, Eight-
ean B seventesn aircraft attacked Bizerta with forty
two tons of bombe starting fires among shi ng and

in dock area, Heavy sccurate sntisireraft fire
sncountered. Two B ssventeen aircraft shot down and

two on escort missing. Two ensmy aircraft destroyed.
Biskra airfield bombed by three enemy sircraft. HNo
damage. Twenty five December USA Bpitfires claim two
Italian planes destroyed over Bone, Ten fighter morties
in Orsn ares. Thirty six trlug:rt sorties. Twenty
five December RAF flew thirty three fighter sorties,
fifteen reconnaissance sorties, no casuplties. Air
distribution: Thelepte 8 eighty four, twenty three
fighters, Youks Les Bains, eighteen fighters, eighteen
light bombers, Bouk El Arba, fifty seven fighters, six
light bombers, Bone sixty fighters, twelve light bombers,
thres reconnuissaoce, Canrobert M thirty two, seventeen
light bombers, Philippeville, fourteen fighters, Con-
stantine, three fighters, Telergma L seventy five,
thirtesn fighters, twenty nine medium bombers, Djidjelli,
fourteen fighters, Biskra, nineteen fighters, forty five
heavy bombers, Setif, two fighters, Algierm imeclud ng
Maison Blanche and Blida, fifty seven fighters, twenty
five light bombers, meventeen medium bombers, thirty
8ix troop carriers, eighteen reconnaissance, Oran
ipcluding La Senia, Tafaroui, Nouvion Q eightesn and
Relizane Q@ fifty nine, one hundred eight fighters,

fifty three troop carriers, Oudjda, six fighteras, twelva
reconnaismance, Casablanca, thirteen fighters, six light
bombere, tvo medium bombers, nineteen troop carriers,
sction USFOR information AGWAR and Trooper,
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L aae .\REGRADED

No., 3254 , December 27, 1942 UNCLASSIFIED

Ground still wet boggy though weather fine,
Northern Tunisia, G two report for twenty four
hour period ending twenty four hundred % twenty
8ix Dec. BSome enemy movement arem east and
northeast Nedjez El1 Bab. As result French attacks
enemy reported slightly withdrawn from Pichon,
German armored vehicles reported Kairouan area.
Otherwise mo offensive activities reported. French
report identification from prisoners war of battalion
Three One Italian Tapk Regiment and one three
Italian Antitank Battalion in Osseltia Pichon area,
AGWAR USFOR repted Troopers information ADV ETF
CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom signed
Elsenhower, Southern Tunisia. Ko enemy offensive
Ectivity reported,

Part two. Air. Bomber recce. Northern half
western basin patrolled by one JU elght eight based
Southern France during afternmoon., Southern half
ineluding Tunisian coast and soa area north of Bicily
covered during day by four Sicilian based Ju eight
eight eights one of which during morning shadowed
eastbound Allied convoyed bombers, At zero zero thirty
Z twenty JU eight eights left Bieily covered North
African coast probably to area Algiers turned
northwards towards Balerics finally landing about
dawn Monpelier France. At zero zero thirty Z at least
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No. 3284 December 28, 1042 ot

three additlional JU eight eights left Bicily to which
they roturned after dropping bosbs in Alglers area
batween rero four thirty dash merc four fifty I
Offensnive in Bougie area carried oot by seven Ju

eight eights leaving Bardinia fifteen fifty £ returning
ninsteen hundred Z. HNo fighter information awvailable.
Transport. JU five two activity apparently on

seall scale between Sicily and rica,

Part three. HNawal. HNothing to report.

Ho Sig
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FRIORITY
From: Alglers
To: WAR
No 3457 December 27, 1042
This messsge in four parts.

Part ome ing: The following covers the
essentinles of our plans for the next several weeks.
Review number two eight. HNAF pumber six ome, to .
AGWAR for Combined Chiefs 3¥ NYEYY Wid €5 USPER for
Sritish Chiefs of Staff signed Eisenhower. We belleve
that with the postponement of the attack in the north
ind unlesas we take positive measures to interfere with
ind upeet the enemy, opportunity will be afforded him
to st hen his bridgebhead there soc materially that
a frontal attack, even after westher becomes sufficiently
favorable, would be very difficult to axecute success-
fully. 'l"t- is especially true becanse of the continued
{nterference in our bombing operatiomm by bad weather.
Idleness by our ground forces during this period would
conatitute a fai ® to take advantage of the enemy
bofore he ecan molidify himself in the corridor leading
towards Tripoli, which he is spparently sttespting to
develop as & firat objective, A mere settling down to
developing cur utuost in atremgth om the northerm front
would igmore the potential threat to our right and wonld
leave to the ememy the initiative in developing any
plans that may moem to him most applicable, Finally,

s period of almoat complete mtagnation n«;t for
logistic sctivity, would be bad psychologically for
t army.
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Part two begins: Our aim im, therefore, to
undertake movements that will provide = essive
protection to our right, keep the enemy doubt as
to our resl intentions, deal him damaging blows, pro-
vided we succeed in geaining a reasomable degree of
surprise, and so place us in the best possible posi-
tion for the final conquest of Tunisia,

_ Bpecifically, we plan to pass to the aggres-
sive defensive in the north and to concentrate as
rapidly a= posasible the Pirst U 8 Armored Division in
the 8. area for offensive action to the east this
division will be supported by a US regimental combat
team and some antitank and antiaircraft eguipment and
by light French units. While this particulcr part of
Tunisia is subject to spells of bad weather, our reports
ere that, except in the extreme south, the ground will
support cross country travel by track vehicles within
tventy four hours of cessation of rain., Available
sirfields in that arem are somewhat dryer thanm further
to the north, :

be

%:_i_.nd our chief problem will be maintenance,

y routes are long and our svailable motor transport
i® not entirely equal to the task of supplying such a
force in continuous operations. We had hoped to obtain
some sea supply from the Mid-Esst in the event we should
succeed in capturing Sfax, but we have received infor-
mation from the Commanders in Chief Mid-East that this
will be impossible. Because of the distance to Efax,
we may later find it impossible to hold the place per-
manently, even if our attack is a success, but I feel
that this is something that must be left to the future.
In any event, if we gain sufficient surprise to achieve
Success in this region, we should be sble to push a
light flank guard down to the Gabes area, while wy¢n the
bulk of the mobile force we begin operatioms in the
direction of Bousse. This should have the effect of
thlul.ng out the defenses on the northern fromt and
making the task there easier, when conditions permit anm
all out thrust,
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From Algiers to W 27, 143
Page 3

Part three begine: Mapifestly, all operations

covering the Tunisiapn front form part of a ote
whole, although they will be conducted by the British
on the north, the Americans on the south, with the
French holding the rough and wooded eountry im between,

Frooch are scme forty or fifty thousand strong
sumerically but due to lack of equipment and other
things have little value except as s screen and are
eful only in this type of country.

The cusation of cosmand of the battle area
was & difficult one to settle with the French, Dnder
initial Torch conceptions, the First British Army wase
intended, after landings hy the Americans were completed,
to take over the eastern battlefront, while the Americmm
Army consolidsted bases and rapidly prepared to meet
:nrlthr-t through Bpain, : i
refusal of th och to serve, st THIE TIRA_hnd
i co . usal not based om pers
g-olida DUT om entagonisms, which they aay have their
roots in Syris, Oran, Dekar, smd similsr incidents.
Giraud says that any .umi to place him forces at this
iime under British command would create s very bad re-
sction in the French Army and would have repercussions
throoghout the entire region, He cheerfully admits thast
the British forces have been most cooperative and that
their actions here sre gradually eliminating old ani-
acalties apnd that the t will come soon when the
French Army will not distinguish so definitely between
British snd * patlonalities. Nevertheless, it i=
definitely impossibla, at this time, to place the
Trench Tunisisn Army under oversll British control.

On the other hand, the French are willing to
subordinzte their tr to the American commander on the
southern fromt, and will serve, for the coming campaign,
under the direction of this headgquarters,

Wote:* Word omitted, possibly French. &ervice on
request.
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From Algiers to WAR N ‘ln 3457 December 37, 1942
Ee

Fart four ipn; For the above reasons, 1
im lmmedistely establishing » Forwsrd Allied Command
Post, which will be only a small operstionsl head-
quarters snd from which I will take 1 charge
of the Tumisian fromt., #Since Juin, Field Com-
mander of the French, is a lisutenant general, the
French hope to have as the Amsrican commander on
-~ 7 - the southern front an officer of that rank, To avold
<onstant pressure on their part to place a French
officer in charge of the southern fromt, 1
that I will order O

rh A i ; cAn
H helon Fifth Army
q¥s w jdf developing backbone.
General Anderson will continue to command the British
front, Thus my lmmediate ground subordinates will be
Anderson and Clark, The British Force will be charged
with prepari for am all out sttack as soon as the
weather permits and will, in the meantime, coaduct
local operations which will support the thrust to be
made by the mobile units further in the mouth.

The planners insist that due to shortage of
sotor transport the contemplated operatiom om the south
cannot begin before Jaouary three maro. However, I
have directed the moat intensive effort to speed up
praparstions snd believe that we cam cut this time
materially.

I sm informed by General Devers that the
British now have in the U 8, ready for shipment, »
number of Bhermsn tanks with spare psrts and sccessories .
I am of the earnest conviction that if sbout one hundred
twenty five of these could be delivered to the British
8ixth Armored Divismion by the first wesk in February,
our chances of s real success will be tremendously
improved., If thim can be accomplished, I 1y
recommend it (to AGWAR Washinmgton, USFOR Lon from
Freedom Algiers) be done at ohee., End part four,

Action Copy: CCS No 8ig
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

Combined Chiefs of Staff
December 27, 1842

FREEDOM ALGIERS:

# 502

I am referring to your mmber 3187 and your 3210 (NAF 52)
both December 26. Have just heard broadcast announcing results
(for Eisenhower Freedom Algiers Fan 50

of council meeting.
from Deane ) am certain this will have full approval of Combined
Chiefs of S5.aff and therafore am not informing them individually

of your messages until office hours this morning.

ORIGINATOR: GEN DEANE
INFO. COPIES: OFD, ADM KING, GEN ARNOLD, LOG
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URGENT
From: ders |
To1 AR~ USFOR

No, 3326, December 27, 1943,

It will have a most beneficent effect if both the

British and American Goveraments issue some expression
of satisfaction on the selection of Girsud as
Commissioner (to AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and
to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff signed Eisenhower)
apd I strongly recommend thet this be done. (This

is NA¥ number five four), Later today I will submit
for considerstion our suggestions as to future policy
4a seen from here.

No Big
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Addressed; hdmirelty

Repenteds C. in C, Med.
Vehe Molta
Vehe Gibroltar
B.&,D, ¥eshington
A,F,H.Q, London

Froms R.C.X.F,

T.0,0, 18374/25
Receiveds 27/ 12/42,
Timey 0610

S8ituation report number 39,

14 Swordfish £13 sgquadron made contact with

-

Yen

anami convoy 20 miles north of Bizerta at 2140/24th,
ther unfavoureble and ne torpedo atteck mede.

2. P.22E reports 5,000 ton merchsnt vessel hit
with 1 torpedo snd almost certainly blew up st 1114/14th
in pesition 379 45" north 100 39' esst, At 111/17th in
position %?ﬂ 53' north 10° 05' esst obtalned two hits

sn €,000

on- merchent vessel and 2-hits on Orecale class

destroyer. B8light counter sttsck from a second destroyer,
Nothing in sight one hour leter probebly both sunk,

3. F 212 6t 2052/23 sighted U-boet in pesition
037% 17* north 00BY 27t east dived cnd rammed at 50 fegt.
ht 1952/24 sighted and attecked U-bost in position Qj?ﬂ

25! north OOE

4

01" enst, Result not vet known,.

. Beone, 7 more moored mines exploded in sweep

by Jropese trawler., Ferrying of troops ex KMF 5 from

hlglers end Bougle complsted,

S Force H at sar since L,M.24 in Belearlc area

to arrive Gibraltar 2€.

F.M,

Admiral

air Mershall

Gen. Mecready

ﬁdm. Russell Willson (2)
o - -

Plens

i:r%ﬂ' Dykes (8)—"

Lt, Col, Cook
§,0,0. Personal

N,M.C.8,
IH

30 ‘-c?:‘*i"

By

ED.‘IM.M!.EHM.HJ
LR 101

1E37a/25
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From: London UBFOR
To: WAR I

Fo. 5979, December 37, 1943. i

Following message (for Marshall from Bartle)
sent Freedom two six December: L attemtat D Alger
est un indice et un avertissement. (From General
De Gaulle through General Eisenhower for Gemeral
Giraud signed Hartle) leplus absolu.

Un indice de L'exasperation dans laguelle la
trmd:. Francaise A jote L esprit el L ame des
Francais.

Un avertissement quant aux oonsequences de toute
nature qu eatraine neclssairement L'absence D'une
#utorite Natiomale au milieu de 1la plus grande crise
natioclale de notre histoire.

Ilsest plus que jamais necessaire que cette
autorite nationale S8 establisse.

: Je vous propose, mon General, de me remcontrer
au plus tot en terriroire Francias, soit em Algerie,
soit au tchad, kfin D'etudier les moyens qui
permetiraient de grouper sous un pouvoir ceatral
provisoire toutes les forces Francaises A L '
interieur et A L exterieur du pays etymous les
territories Francais quo sont susceptibles de lutter
pour la liberation et pour le salut e laufrance.

¥No 8ig
ACTION: OPD :
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INCOMING MESSAGE™*
TBANZLATION
sl Sas i~

No, 5878, December 27, 1842

"The attack (on Darlen) at iers is an indica-
tion and & warning of the most serious nature. It is an
* indication of the tribulstion in which the French
t

ragedy has thrown the spirit and the goul of Frenchmen.
(From General DeGaulle to Gemeral Giraud

Ganeral Eisenhower. GSigned Hartle. Sent from Freedom
December 26.) It is a warning of the consequences

which will inevitably result from the absence of a national
eutkordity in the

midst of the greatest crisis in our
aational history.

"It is imperative that this national authority
should be reestablished.

"1 propose, my dear Genaral, to meet you me soon
o3 possible on French soil either at Algiers on in the
Tchad, in order to study the means that would permit
ihe group under & central power of all the French
forces, both within and without the country and in
French colonies, which are able to fight for the
liberation and the salwvation of France. "

Bo 8ig.
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From: Alglers
Tos UEFOR Lopndon-War

No. 3227, December 27, 1842,

Doctor Milorad Mihailovie, brother of the
Yugoslav general and illa leader, has lived
for many years im Alglers, For Foreign Office
from Mack repeated AR signed Elsenhower. He
has lately been engaged in raising a force of
spme hundred and twanty volunteers, mostly Yugo-
elav, which is to be attached to the Corps Franmc,
the British Epecial Bervice Troops, mainly com-
prised of members of the Chantiers de Jeunesse,
who are being treined by General de Mommabert
under General Girauds orders. He wishes to visit
London imn order to make contact with the Yugo-
slav government there and inform them fully of
wvhat he is dnlnﬁ Johnaton thinks he might (to
USFOR repeated AGWAR from Freedom Alglers) usa-
fully be consulted aleo on prnpl!tl.dl to
slavia. What reply should be returned to is
request?

Yo Big.
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From: Alglers
Tot AGWAR UBFOR (Action)

No. 3310 Dec 26, 1942

We have had further conversations with
officials today regarding their desire to
establish a local authority at the earliest
possible moment for reasons of public security
and in the interest of the common war effort.
The general concensus of opinion favored the
appointment of General Henri Girfud to assume
both civil and military suthority in French
North and West Africa. There was a meeting
at four PN this afternoon of the council
created at the beginning of this month which
is now composed of Giraud, Governor General
Boisson, Ueneral Bergeret, Governor General
Yws Chatel and Resident General Nogues. They
unanimously decided to appoint Giraud as High
Commissioner in French Africa and Commander in
Chief of all the Armed Forces, this decision
takes effect immediately ot our request they
agreed to withhold publication until tomorrow
morning but desire to make a communique to
the press before midnight tomight which will
be for release by the morning papers of Dec-
ember two seven, they also propose to broadcast
this news at six AM local time on the date.

NAF fifty two from Eisenhower Freedom Algiers
for Marshall for Becretary Hull and Combined
Chiefs of Staff from Murphy. This solution for
the reasons described in my three one two four
appears from here to be the only practicable one.
I recommend that we be authorized to lend our
practical support to General Giraud in this task.

No Big
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-

I have just besn informed that Fremch Council
mat and selected Eingpin as High Commissionsr
and Commander of all Armasd nru- t from
Eisenhower to General Narshall.
axtremely anxious to give this tu
later than midnight and to radio at six ﬂ tnﬁrﬂl.
and I doubt that I ean postpone announcement by
them beyond that time. May I have immediste
answer?

Fo Big
Note; Delay due to service, D. ROOSEVELT 1IBRARY
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From: Algiers

To: . USFOR-AGWAR REGRADED

e J
No. 3162 Dec 26 1842 UNCLrtour

Rain continued Xmas morning. Ground very boggy.

Part one, Land of G two report for twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred Z two five December.
Northern Tunisia. After loss high ground Djebel El
Ahmers (J six two four three) and unsuccessful counter-
attack evening two four Dec strong enmemy counterattack
dawn two five Dec regained crest only.to be drivem back
again by our countersttack later in day. Some enemy tank
and vehicle sctivity reported area J seven ope three
three east of Mejez El Bab. Enemy outposts reported (to
AGWAR Washington and USFOR London - from Freedom Algiers)
confirmed area northwest Sebkret Eldnourzip (J seven
one). Attacks by about two enemy companies supported by
artillery hrlnf morning and afternoon in area Djebel
Chakeur (0 eight six four five) repulsed, Fo report ident-
ification of units. Also repulsed was attack by German
infantry supported by light tanks between Masison Desesus
(0O seven three two seven) and Pichon. About ten prisoners
reported from three company German Four Seven Infantry
Regt. Prisoners state one battalion this regiment reached
Esirousn twenty Dec from Tunis and that another battalion
is expected from north. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers info-
rmation ADV ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelfth AF from G two Freedom
signed Eisenhower. Southern Tunisis, reported Italian
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REGRADED
UNCLéb:‘IFiED

Iafantry at pass fifteen EMS South Fald and Germsn
motorcyclista ocoupied road Junc at El Ysar six
EMS north Maknasey Garrison of which reinforced two

- four Dec by Italisn Infantry, Italian motorized patrol

"I -with six light tanks encountered two five Dec between

=~ Mafpassy and Gafsa ususl Recce between dawn early
afternoon of sea ares between two degrees east Sicily
by two Sicilian based JU o.ght eights onme of which
shadowed convoy off Alglers beginning zero sevem fifty
Z. Biskra (1Q two one) and Touggourt (YA six one ) area
recced by one or two JU eight eights during morning.

Foregoing bomber Recce.

Part two. Air G 2 report for twenmty four bours
ending twenty four hundred Z two five Dec. Part one
land will follow. Bombers during day three Siocilian
hased JU eight eights sctive area Tunisia. About
two five Grosseto (Italy) based HE one one ones carry-

1n¥ torpedoea with few JU eight eights probably, operated
off Alglers late uv-nlnf returning Elmas shortly after
midnight. Fighters. At least one off north Tunisian

coast convoy escort duiies. Transport. Apparently scale
mich reduced Xmas day. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers info-
rmation ADV ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelfth AF from G 2 Freedom

signed Eisenhower,

Part three. Naval. Alrcraft southwest Carthagena
sttacked U/B zero nine five five Z, U/B dispositions,
Slight decrease German no change Italian wostern basin.
Atlantic. Between GIB ten degrees west one, Four within
one eighty minutes of three seven degs north fourteen
degs west,

Fo si
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First Para Naval., Twenty five Dec BITREP fift
o Ewordfish planes detected northbound nﬁ‘c’?nwr
ty miles north Biserta twenty four Dec. No attack
dus to weather. Bone: Mine sweeping trawler exploded
seven moored minea, Ferrying troops of EMF five from
Algiers and Bougie completed., Force H at sea since morning
twenty four Dec in Balearic area, British submarine
reports: Merchant vessel hit by one torpedo off Bizerta
fourteen Dec. Seventeen Dec same general area two hite
on merchant vessel and two hits on destroyer, Ome hour
later nothing in sight, Another submarine reports: Enemy
submarine rammed off Bone twenty three Dec. German sub-
marine sighted and and attacked same general area twenty
four Dec. Results unknown. Submarine of Malta flotilla
oine miles KW Ischia hit northbound merchant wessmel with

one torpedo,

Para two. ETF, SBigned Cinc. On south flank enemy
posts in area NW of Bebkret El Klurxis J seven nne. New
dispositions six Armd Div: Ten rifle brig less two Cos
Arsa station QE Bou Arada J six zero, One Royal Irish
Fuseliers nine miles S¥W Goubellat. Sixteen slant five
lancers Blougui A J five two. Two London Irish rifles
four miles south of Goubellat, Bq thirty eight Inf Brig
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URGENT
From: Alglers
To: USFOR-AGWAR
/ No. 3309, December 28th, 1943
\\ This message in three ports. Part one begins.
\\ On un emergency call I returned last night from
J a visit to Tunisia, where I contacted the Army

Commander, Corps Commander, Division Commanders,
General Oliver and many Junior Commanders and
Staff officers. Review number twenty "!En' NAF

SR B fre
and to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff

signed Eisenhower. The continued rains have made
impossible any decisive attack in the near future.
By actual test, we have discovered that we cannot
maneuver any type of vehicle off the roads and,
since our real hope of wictory lay in the skillful
waneuver and use of our artillery to provide the
punch necesaary to blast the enemys armor, the
original plan has met an impasse. For the past
ten days the likelihood of this result has been
increasingly apparent and we have been studying
plans for resuming the initiative in another quarter,
while we go about the slow business of building up
our attack to overcome the strength we must expect
by the time decent weather will arrive, probably
in not less than two months. The region obviously
indicated is that southeast of Tebessa, where it
will not only provide protection against the threat
onrour right flank but, unless our force is stroogly
opposed, it may be able to damage the enemy very
considerably by attacking his coastal line of
communications. End of part ome.

Part two follows. Two begins. We are attempt-

ing to establish logistic arr nts that will
| allow us to place the US First d Division with
| some supporting infantry in that region. A limit-
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ing factor is the total capacity of our lines of
communication tc eastern Tunisia. Manifestly,
we must not build up a strategic flank guard and
secondary force to such a strength that it
eliminates the possibity of producing & northern
striking force capable of doing the job. Within
a few days I should be able to communicate to
¥ou our definite plans.

One hopeful point is that I am informed the
weather south of Tebessa is generally much more
favorable than it is in the north. I do not
recite here all the advantages that may result
from this plan, as I think they are fairly obvious.
It should be feasible provided we can improve the
line of communications and produce the units and
motor transport to supply forces that will necéessarily
be far away from main bases. In any eveunt we will
continue air attack against the hostile line of
communication at the maxiwum intensity permitted
by the weather and our resources. In this matter
we are well coordinated with Middle East and Malta.

—

During the initial opportunistic phase of
our operations, I supported Anderson with every
bit of American strength that could be gathered
together and gotten to him, and which he was able
to maintain., Necessarily, this resulted in the
plecemeal use of American troops, in the desperate
effort to win a quick victory. End of part two part
three follows.

Part three begins. Reorgenization will begin
immediately. For the moment I will leave the U B
Eighteenth Regimental Combat Team with General
Anderson, because until some of his Forty Sixth
Divieion arrives he is too weak in infantry to
bold his lines. 1In addition, he will retain one
U B Battalion of one five five mm guns since there
i#s no other place on the front where they cam be
profitable used and maintained at this time.
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Allfrey will thus have the British Seventy
Ii.!hth Division, a U 8 Infantry Regiment, the
British Bixth Armored Division, and a sizeable
amount of artillery. I bave alresdy instructed
Anderson that Allfreys occupation of position is
to be ive, He must constantly patrol and
rald = seck opportunities for local attacks, esoc
a8 to pin the enemy to the ground amd to keep our
further intentions concealed ns long as possible.
Moreovar, I believe that nothing could be am bad
for our troope a8t present as stagnation and idle-
DpRs .

~ Inescapable loyment of small American
units intermiogled in British formstions ham
ocoasioned considerable 1:1!.“:10 and other types
of difficulty, but this will be corrected at ooce.
There are iphersnt differences in organization,
equipment, training ahd doctrine, It was realized
from the beginning that these difficulties would
ogour, but this was sccepted as a lesser of two
ovile mince the alternative was to give up the one
chapce we had for a quick victory.

1n eartain ppssew of our higher organisation, woak-

nesses have Desn uncovered and I am Immediately addressing

mysel? to the correctinm of thess, mo that future operations

will be charscterized by complete coordimation of
effort. GBignal comsunications and every other
feature of our command arrangement will be thoroughly
studied and, where necessary, suitsble recommendations
will be made to higher suthority.

The abandoonment for the time being of our

| plan for m full-dash out gffort has besn the sever-
est disappolntment have suffered to date. However,
the evidence is complete, in my opinion, that apy
attempt to make a major attack under current con-
ditions in northern Tunisis would be merely to
court disaster. To give you a specific example of

| the conditions: I saw four men in s flat grass
field trying to extricate m motorcycle that had
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become mired. Duri the few minutes I watched
them, they made absolutely no progress at the job.
This incident is typical also of our airfields.
End of part three. Message ends.

Fo Big
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From: Algiers
To: = War

Number: 3220, December 28, 1942

Your lllllg four eight six was a great
relief after the implications contained in your
four eight five. NAF fifty three for Combined
Chiefs of Btaff and British Chiefs of Stafft
from Eisenhower., The French communique (to
AGWAR, USFOR from Freedom) has now been issued
here for release in morning newspapers in North
Africa and for broadcast over radio Alglers
and radio Maroc at five hundred hours Z on
December twenty seventh. Quote The Imperial
Council met today at four oclock to designate
the successor to Admiral Darlan.

In sccordance with ordinance number thirty of
the second December nineteen forty two, in case
of the inability to function, or of the absence
of the High Commissioner for Frenmch Africa,
his functions are to be taken over by Genmeral
Nogues Resident Genmeral of French Moroceco, If
the inability to function is over a long durationm,
vithin a month the Imperisl Counmcil is to choose
who will exercise definitively the functions of
High Commissioner for French Africa,

It was by virtue of this last provision that the
Imperial Council was called together., It was
hecessary in the present circumstances that the

CM-IN-11531 (12-27-42) 0742 as SosEVELT LIBRARY
D. ROV oy
FRANKLIY, s IED DEATION BRANCH
- J =
sep 19 1972
20
COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/, ¢4




9 «amomEP )

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

o TINCOMING “MESSAGE” ™

succession to Admiral Darlan should be fixed
without delay.

After deliberation the council has taken the
following decision: GE, members of the Imperial
Council, unanimously decide: General Henri
Giraud is designated to exercise the functions
of High Commissioner in French Africa and the
Commander in Chief of the French Army Navy
and Air Force unguote.

It is essential that release of this com-
munique be deferred in United States and United
Eingdom until after naught five zero mero hours
Z on December twenty seventh,

No Sig

FOOTNOTE: 485 was CM-OUT-8754 (12-28-42) 8GS
486 was CM-OUT-8760 (12-26-42) B8GS
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FPirst Paras Naval, Twenty five Dec BITREP fifty
%ﬁ“ Bwordfish planes detected northbound enemy coavoy
ty miles north Bizerta twenty four Dec. No attack
due to weather. Bone: Mine sweeping trawler exploded
saven moored mines, Ferrying troops of EMF five from

Algiers and Bougie completed. Force H at sea since morning

twenty four Dec in Balearic area. British submarine
reports: NMerchant vessel hit by one o off Bizerta
fourteen Dec, Seventeen Dec same general area two hits
on merchant vessel and two hits on destroyer. Ome hour
later nothing in sight. Another submarine reports: Enemy
submarine rammed off Bone twenty three Dec. German sub-
marine sighted and and attacked same general area twenty
four Dec, Eesults unknown. Submarine of Malta flotills
nine miles NW Ischis hit northbound merchant wessel with

one torpedo.

Para two, ETF. Eigned Cinc. On south flank enemy
posts in area NW of Sebkret El Elurxis J seven nne., New
digpositione six Armd Div: Ten rifle brig less two Cos
aresa station QE Bou Arada J six zero. One Royal Irish
Fuseliers nine miles SW Goubellat, Bixteen slant five
lancers Blougui A J five two. Two London Irish rifles
four miles south of Goubellat, Hq thirty eight Inf Brig
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thres miles BY of Goubsllat, One Derby Yeomanry four miles
east of Blouguia. Ensmy tanks and wehicles activity re-
ported three miles NW of Esar Tyr J seven three. In the
center two Coldetream Guards strongly supported by arty
attacked summit of Dj E1 Ahmera J six two four thres. Held
by estimated two and half snsmy companiss, Crest captured
sxcept in few places. reinforced and counter attacked,
¥e regained powition except for highest ridges in .morth
and sast. Ensmy counter attacked agiin at dawn twenty five
Dec and gained the crest, Casualties to key personnsl of
two Coldstream Guards, Three OGrenadier Guards counter
attacked and restored situstion, Battalion bf sightean rec
relieved by thrse Orepadier Quards. Five Northhamption
reached defile four miles west of Tebourba twenty four Dec
dus to non receipt of orders cancelling advance, withdrew
by night over hills in thick mist. Party of about fifty
all tanks o far returned after meeting only slight
opposition, Landslide twenty eight miles east of Bougile
tweaty three twenty four Dec renderesd road impassable for
several days.

Para three. French Forces. Liaison officer reports
Attack on Fichon replused with lossen to snemy.

Para four. Air. Four P forty aircraft bombed enemy
congentration at S8fax with one ton of bomba. Other
missions cancelled dus to weather over target area and condition
landing fields. Twenty four Dec four P forty aircraft
attacked bridge north of Gabes. Four P thirty eight
aireraft dismpatched for attack om shipping off north .
copst Tunisia twenty four Dec failed to locate target.
Twenty four Dec RAF flew five night fighter sorties,
five BCN Bortiea, twenty six fighter ties, one
enemy aireraft (to USFDR, AGWAR, trooper from Freedom
Algiers) destroyed, one float plane damaged. Our
casualties nil. Action USFOR informationm AGWAR and trooper.

HEGRADED
Action Copy: _.UNCLHblelba 8ig
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WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

Office Chief of Btelf
December 26, 1842

To LT, GENERAL D, D, EISENHOWER
COMMANDING GENERAL, USFOR
FREEDOM, ALGIERS

Humber 486

Answering your number 3155 and 3145, there is
no objection to the amnouncement of Giraud if be is
solected by the French Committee. Furthermore and
in explanation of our number 485, that messags was
intended by the President to authorize you to appoint
General Giraud as High Commissioner in charge of both
alvil and French miiitary atthorities in your area in
case the French Committee nttempted to do othorwise.

HARSHALL

ORIGINATOR: BGE

INFO. COPIES: White House
OPD
General Denne (CCS)
General Surles

Admiral Eing
General Strong
LOG
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From: Algiers
To: War-USFOR

No #, December 26, 18412

Foreign Office summary NVIS YIPVPD. French Embassy
(this is para three Foreign Office summary number two
eight) Madrid continue to serve Vichy and maintain con-
tact with Nogues. As regards Frenchmen in the poeition
of Malaise, H. M. Embassy have been instructed to treat
individusle on their merits and to maintain contact with
N. bimself without recognizing his position officially.
As regards Spanish at Titwye, while we will not discourage
Spaniards from reaching AD roC errangements with French
Rorth African Authorities we shall discourage any attempt
on part of latter to use phosphates as bargaining counter
for Spanish or Portuguese recognitionm in such a way as
to oullify our assurances of November eighth. Fighting
French: General De Gaulle (this is para four Foreign
Office summary number two eight) in accordance with
arrangements approved by the President plans to leave
for United States about twenty seventh December. He
will fly via Accra, where he will pick up Catroux. BSpain:
reference summary number two three (this is para one For-
eign Office summary number two eight) Spanish Government
have apparently not yet decided to appoint General Munox
Grande to Morocco. H. M. Ambasssador has, however, been
authorized to point out to Spanish Govermment that such
an appointment, following on that of General Yague to
Melilla, would be regarded by F8 as inconsistent with
their professed desire to avoid trouble in Morocco and
might also undo in the eyes of public opinion here whatever

FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT LIERARY

Ci-IN-11408 (12/27/42) REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
i ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG PER 722)034

NOV 151972 *mnve” ~

21
e e —ua COPY N&.
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

e
SR B

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/,3 ] ¢4



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Alglers
To: War-USFOR

Ho #, December 26, 1942

good effect may result from Minister for Foreign
Affairs visit to Lisbon. . German source reports (this
is para two of Foreign Office summary number two eight)
that German Ambassador Von Stohrer has been replaced by

Von Moltke, ;
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OUTGOING MESSAGE

Office Chief of Btaff
December 28, 1042

CG U3FOR
LT GEN D D EISENHOWER
FREEDOM ALGIERS

# 485

With the approval of the President you are authorized
to appoint General Giraud provisionally in charge of both
Civil and French Military Authorities in your area.

MARSHALL

ORIGINATOR: 3G8

INFO. COPIES: WHITE HOUSE
OPD
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GEN STRONG
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From: Alglers
Toy USFOR = WAR

No 3145 December 26, 1942,

Please deliver (to ::u- from Freedom Alglers)
following to General Mar 11 imstantly. "Murphy
sayes it seems highly probable that this afternpon
French will name Kingpin as High Commissioner.

My owno impressions, ined from personal conversa-
tions, support this belief. I understand French
expect to make mmnouncement to above effect at .
four fifteen this aftermoom, Im accordance with
‘Apstructions from Weshington, I will make no
announcement of any kind unless directed to do so.

The Eingpin may make some objections to this
arrangement, even to the extent of refusing the
designation unless allies are prepared to glive
him command of battlefront im Tunisia, I will
neceasarily reject this proposal. He has most
difficult temperament but it appears that he is
only man who has chance to compose all slements
bere in esupport of Allied effort. I believe that
he will finally accept designation.” I am repeat-
iog this message to British Chiefs of Staff.
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URGENT

From: Algleras
To: m’-c-.- AQWAR

No. 3124, December 28, 1942,

Imnediately after Darlan's death last evening
General Bergeret Deputy High Commissioner asked me
to call for a discussion the situation resulting
from Darlan's paseing. Bergeret informed me that
he had tIllﬂ'l{hld General Nogues to proceed to
Algiers urgently for the purpose of consultation,
From Eisenhower for Secretary Hull and Combined
Chiefs of Staff from lmhr repeat UBFOR for British
Chiefs of Staff. I inquired whether Boisson had
been invited to come also. He said not but after
discussion of this point he dispatched a telegram
to Boisson asking him to come to Algiers at once.
Bergaret was in a state of indecision as to the
procedure to be followed but he thought that it
would be necessary to follow that established in a
secret ordinance number thirty said to have been
signed by Darlan on December two, one nine four
two. 1 had never heard of this so ceslled ordinance
and asked to see the file copy. Admiral Femard who
participated in our conversation said he also had
not semit. This document in essence provides that
in case of inability or absence of the High Com-
missioner his functions would be assumed by General
Nogues Resident General im Fremch Morocco but if
the inability vas of long duration within a period
of one month the Imperial Council would choose s
person who would definitely exercise the fumctions
of High Commissioner. Bergeret said that the
Imperial Committee consisting of General Giraud,

(CM-IN-11073 12-36-42)
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No. 3124, from Algiers to AGWAR, December 26, 1942,
Page 2,

Bergeret, Bolsson, N es and Chatel constitutes

the legal instrument for the composition of what

ever regime may be established here insisting that

it be clothed with legality and mot have the appear-
ance of a coup d'etat, He asked my personal opinion
and I told him unequivocally that I felt that General
Giraud is the only possible choice, that I felt that
General Nogues would be unacceptable and that further-
more I felt that now is the time of definitely braak-
ing with the notion that legality as provided by Vichy
legislation is necessary to assure the functioning of
2 regime established in North Africa for the proae-
cution of the common war effort. Subsequently I had
uther conversations with a number of French officals
who proposed various solutions including the coanven-
ing of the Conuseils Generaux which existed prior to
the Franco German armistice of ome nine four gero
under suthority of the constitutional laws of one
oight seven flve. The argument here is that they
vould form a Jemocratic base for the selection of a

provisional Fremch government. 'lul_s_m].._xn:
cluded the su tion also that the

@ form which would
nt of a Council of which

-

the Council and Ger COmmAanc
the srmod forves, ; C d 18 returning to
ers at o thirty this morning. General Nogues
arriving shorily afterwards and Governor General Bois-
3on is arriving this evening. It seems to me essential
that the Commander in Chief be suthorized to adopt a
definite line with the assurance that he has the sup-
port of the American and British Governments. It
would be exceadingly unfortunate and poasibly dangerous
to permit a situstion of doubt and uncertainty regard-
ing our desires to continue over even a period of days.
I feel thot we should insist with Genmeral Giraud that
he sssume at least provisionally the responsibility
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No. 3134, from Alglier to AGWAR, December 26, 1042
Page 3

of both civil and military government in this ares

to be apsisted by a committee of possibly six persons
who would be selected in consultation with us. As
aoon as possible sfter Giraud's arrival and our con-
versation with him you will be informed of his views.
The police investigation of Darlan’s assassin continues,
It appears that the uﬂfinl information supplied by '
hin regarding his identity is false. A few minutes
ago according to the latest police report available he
has supplied the name of Bonny Chappelier and admited
that he had not come here from France but is a native
Llgerian French nationality. He insists that he was
soting on his own account inspired by hatred of Marshal
Petain and Admiral Darlan's policies, There is no
visible agitation on the part of the North African
population and I do not expect disorder. Appropriate
condolences have been extended to Mi's Darlan. Funeral
service will be held December two aix. I met General
Nogues on his arrival this afternoon and had an in-
formal discussion with him. He approsched the problem
bluntly saying the only solution he saw was that pro-
vided by the leadership of Girsud, He said in his
opinion this should be followed as soon as possible by
& reconciliation between North African French authori-
ties and the French National Committee in iLondon sug-
gesting that General Catroux whom he esteems would be
an excellent cholce as Giraud's assistant. Nogues
stated that he had no ambition or desire to assume
North Africen leadership but that in his capacity as
Resident General Morocco he would give wholehearted
support to Allied war effort.
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Action Copy: OPD

Info. Copies: BGS, Gen. Deans (CCS), Adm. King, Log.

CM-IN-11073 (12-26-42) 0556z ens
12

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date 4/, 3 fgi



WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING l\gg_ggﬁqg:““

FREEDOM ALGIERS
# 48B3

Your letter of 18th received. For Murphy Freedom
Algiers from Admiral Leahy.

Please express to Madam Darlan my unda:rutuding
sympathy in the less of her gallent husband and in her
orushing sorrow.

ORIGINATOR: GEN DEANE (JCB)
INFO. COPIES: OPD
ADM KING
LOG
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SITUATION REPORT NUMBER 39.
%4 SWORDFISH 843 SQUADRON MADE CONTACT WITH ENEMY
CONVOY 20 MILES NORTH OF BIZERTA AT 2140/24TH. WEATHER
UNFAVOURABLE AND NO TORPEDO ATTACK MADE,
2. /%28 REPORTS 5,009 TON MERCHANT VESSEL HIT KITH 1
TORPBDO AND ALMOST CERTAINLY BLEW UP AT 1114/14TH IN
POSITION 37 DEGREES 45’ NORTH 1§ DEGREES 39' EAST. AT 111/17
IN POSITION 37 DEGREES 53" NORTH 1)) DEGREES ¢5' EAST
OBTAINED THO HITS ON &,3(0 TON MERCHANT VESSEL AND 2 HITS ON
GRECALE CLASS DESTROYER. SLIGHT COUNTER ATTACK FROM A
SECOND DESTROYER. NOTHING IN SIGHT 1 HUUR LATER PROBABLY
BOTH SUNK. 1 2 famgeronslozTies
3. P.213 AT 2¢52/23 SICHTED U~BOAT IN POSITION (37 DEG
17" NORTH (g8 DEG 27' EAST DIVED AND RAMMED AT 5¢ FEET. AT
1752/24 SIGHTED AND ATTACKED U-BOAT IN POSITION §#37 DEG 25'
NORTH )8 DEG @41' EAST. RESULT NOT YET KNOWN. pyecy g corrien,
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Fromi Alglers
Tos USFOR - AGWAR

No. 3083, December 25th, 1942,

I believe the final intelligence summary figures
are reasonably accurate, re your query for my view on
claimed enemy planes destroyed. To Arnold from Spaate
eigned Eisenhower. Have personally noted attitude of
conservatism im crew representations of victories.

There 1s no possibility fighters and bombers are claim-
ing same victories as they seldom if over shoot ai same
planes. Reference our fighter command view our fighters
have had 1ittle or no opportunity to observe results to
date., Reference British view following facts of in-
terest: some British semior commanders and staff at first
expressed skepticism But have changed with later evi-
dence. Bome British fighters which came too close to
our bombers in a fight and were mistaken as enemy planes
were hit by our bomber :gunners at ranges of onme thousand
yards or more., British fighter pilots have repeatedly
confirmed seeing enemy planes destroyed as they attacked
our bombers. B8ir Henry Tizard investigated the Lille
fight and expressed belief in accuracy our report after
studying report of encounters, The British in all
echelons now point to our success in showing the great
power of and need for fifty calibre guns and most
skeptics have altered view when they learned number of
rounds fired by our bombers in encounters. In effort

to satisfy all our claims were accurate we proposed to
have experienced RAF Fighter Bomber and Air Ministry
Officers acoompany our bombers, This was first agreed
to and later thought unnecessary. lor officers who
have accompained our bombers, Eaker, illips, Lyon,

(CM-IN-11208 12-26-42)
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No. 3083, from Algiers to usr:.u-ldru. Decembexr 35th, 19432
Page

Hansel, Lomgfellow, all believe our claims reasomable
accurate. Occasionally there is duplication of claim
but these are generally discounted and throwa out (to
AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) in final susmary, It will
be noted first ﬂll:.::gat of claims are invariabl
eorrected in final ligence of esach raid,
Rscommend you take these final claims as scourate and
base staff studies thereon,

No 3ig
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No. 3048 Dec 25, 1942

immediate attack on Tunis (to AGWAR UBFOR from Freedom
Algiers) may be possible later by methodical Inf Adv.

This is NAF number fifty to AGWAR for combined Chiefs

of Btaff and to UBFOR for British Chiefs of Staff from
Eisenhower. Am attempting to organize and maintain a force
to operate aggreasively on southern flank.

” Due to continual rain there will be no hope of

No '!1'.
Corrected copy of 3050 CM-IN-10862 (12/285/42) CCE
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REGRADED
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From: Algilers

To:  AGWAR-UBFOR (Action)

No. 30856 December 28, 1942
Sitrep fifty seven Dec twenty four. £ Hfﬂ;(
Naval. No reporta, & Jnjiminrﬂlilgﬂﬁ

ETF. On south flank 3ix Armd Div patrols hamper-
ed due to weather. No contact, In the center Second
Cold Stream Guards and one Bn eighteen occupy DJ
El Ahmera six miles NNE Nedjex E1 Bab enemy still hplds
top of hill. Patrols failed to locate five Northhamp-
tons iam area Beidous J fifty four. Fire one north quay
Bone, now extinguished, only damaged about thirty
-.I.._h{' tons smoke generator fuel destroyed. Locationst
Area south of Teboursouk Thirty Eight Ing Brig less one
Bn, Area east of Teboursouk eighteen RCT less one Bn.
Area eight miles B¥ of Goubellat Twenty Six Armd Brig.
Aln Tounga J thirty one adv BQ Six Armd Div. Thibar J
eleven rear HQ Bix Armd Div. Goubellat six Inniskill-
ings Fusiliers. Area south of Medjezx El1 Bab one slant
one three AR. Two slant six arsd Inf. Area Nedjez El
Bab one Quards brig less one Bn. One Bn eighteen RCR.
‘Three miles NE of Heidous J fifty four five Northamp-
tona, . Chemton BH sixty Rear Hq Five Corps. Bouk El
Ehemis Adv Hq Five Corps. Souk El Khemis dash Beja
Combat Command B less two Bos, Ome and two Parachute
Bns. Two Hampshires. Five FA Bn. Oued Zarga one
gurrey. Beja Hq Beven Eight Div., Area east of Beja

Bq Eleven Brig. Fight Argyll

CM-IN-11351  (13/26/43)
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From: Algiers
To: AR - USFOR (Action)

Ho 30858 Decembar 25, 1943

and Sutherland Highlanders. One Seven Five FA
BH. Aipe Sellam J twenty four five mix RCN & 4
Arean eight miles KE of Beja first parachute brig
less two BNS. One (to USFOR, AGWAR and Trooper
from FREEDOM Alglers) commando, Station de Bidi
Yulr J four six second Lancashire Fusiliers. Amen
Atation Del Aouans J three seven thirty six brig
less ono BN. Bix commando. Bigoned CINC. x

CTF. Ome four three two CA (AA) (AW)
enroute to Biskra motor from Oran.

Alr. Ho operations over Forward area due to
woather. Routine patrols in Oran erea. Courler
miseions flown by tramsport aireraft. Three bombs
dropped by enemy plsne on Biskra twenty threas Dec,
Three aircraft slightly damaged, Twenty three
Dac RAF flew twelve night fighter sorties. Three
reconnaissance sorties, Seventy eight fighter
sorties. No victories no casualtiem, Beveral
alrdromes unserviceable due to mud. Action USFOR
information AGWAR and Trooper. i
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From: Algilers
To: Immadiate AGWAR

No. 3050, December 35, 1043

The following message was received sarly today
from Eisenhowsr sent by him from the front (to AGWAR
for combined Chiefs of Staff snd to USFOR for British

Chiefs of Staff signed Eisenhower NAF fifty )

to cont

I adv,

"

¥ ater by methodical
Am attempting to organize and maintsin =

force to operate aggressively on southern flank."
Eisenhower is {to AR and USFOR from FREEDON Algiers)
now oo way back to Alglers and le expected here today,

No Big.
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From Algiers . ; '
To: Agwar- USFOR

No. 3082, December 25th, 1042, ’

Land part one. Activity still restricted (to
AQWAR, UEFOR, ADV ETF, WI¥, CTF, EAC nd twelfth
Air Force from Freedom Algiers) by continued wet
veather. G two report for twenty four honrs .
ending twenty four hundred Z two four December.
In Northern isia estimated two companies-enemy
infantry with machine holding part of Featudq
Djebel El Ahmera area J six two four three. Ko more
information available areas Djetel Fkirind J nine two
eight nine and Pichom., A USFOR reptd troopers in-
formation ADV ETF WIF CTF twelfth AF¥ from G two
¥ signed Eisephower. In Bouthern Tunisia enemy left
Babria (D one six) two three Dec. FPrisonera war
reported yesterday as belonging Ssven Fiv Beven Inf
Regt mow known to be members of Bix Company Seven Five
Four Inf Regt. Apparently formed in November from
older men and some wounded from eastern fromt with
low scale weapons and transport. Regt said to contain two
battalions of which only fifth and sixth companies in
Tunisia. Reported from prisoner from sixty ninth Panzer
Grenadier Regt that all infantry battalions of Tenth
Panzer Div in Tunisia, French report Italian elements
noted earlier to be in Btights Djebel Fkirine Area are first
Battalion Ninety Second Regt. Interrogation of priscmers
reportedly reveals presence second battalion area Djebel
Chakour O eight four naval. Ome M/¥ approx position three
nine degs north eleven degs fifty mins east escorted by
three E boats sighted zmero two five mero Z. AGWAR USFOR
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From London
To: AGWAR ,,?-?H_-'_f'
No. 3092, December 25th, 1842, V' Page 2

reptd troopers information ADV ETF CTF WIT,/EAC twelfth AF
from G two Freedom signed Eisenhower, U dispositiona.
German Western basin, ona or two Alboran vicimnity.

Between Algiers and Alboran six or seven, Between Bizerta-
Algiers three or four, Part three G two report twenty four
hours ending twenty four hundred Z twenty four Dec, Italian
Western Basin, Four or five weat of six degs east, of
these two vicinity Algiers and one near Baleearics, Also
six east of six degs sast. Western approaches Gibraltar.
One believed approaches straits. Between thirty five degs
north and thirty eight degs north and ten to fifteen degs
west three, nutw degs north eighteen degs thirty
mins west two sout » Part one will follow. Part

two air, air activity, Bombers. Midday-fifteen
thirty Z probably over Tunisia about twenty Bicilian

based JU eight eighte active, No information available
fighters. Bomber RECCE, GSea Area between Spanish

coast and Sicily reconnoitered between dawn and thirteen
thirty five Z by six JU eight eights Sicilian based.
Transport. Between zZeroc nine fifty and ten hundred Z
twenty three Dec forty three JU five twos arrived Tumia
all leaving withim an hour. Two four Dec-no information yet.

No 8ig
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Dec 25

om: MAlglers
Et Var--USFOR

Noi 3042 Dec 24, 1942

Cosmander inm Chief comcurs im action proposed for
foreign office from Mack signed Eisenhower
foreign office (to USFOR from Freedom Algler) telegram

_nwbﬂ“-ﬁ two to Alglers. 'Ha ”cﬁg o Ths Telegram

aT .
Fo 8ig

Note: This message relayed to War Dept by London.
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From; Algiers
To: War

No, 3014 December 24, 1942

Darlan desd. We have imposed rigid censorship,
For Braid for his eyes only from Chirp, see our
two nine nine five, Washington for you to repeat
USFOR for Ismay. Request all possible restrictions
to prevent leak fros London or Washington, We are
commuhicating with Aorta and Kingpin who are now at
the front and asking them to return Algiers
immediately, All alerted here and in task forces
but no immediate trouble expected, Will keep you
advised,

No Big

Rote: This msg has not been relayed by WDCC.
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From: Aﬂiar- :
To: AGW. UsSFOR

NHo 2076 December 24, 1042

Part Three Naval: U/B dispositions, German
in weatern Mediterrsnean, one approx position thirty
eight degrees north five degrees east, one west Cape
Tenex six minutes, between Cape Tenex and five degs
east probably four, Italian western Mediterranean, west
of Algiers two, Algiers to Bizerte patrollimg tem,
west of Gibraltar, in weatern approaches to
straits ome, off Casablance one, between thirty eight
and forty degs north and fourteen to sixteen degs
west patrolling moving southwest four or five, from
forty two degs north twenty degs west to Azores three
to five, G two report twenty four hour period ending
two four zeroc zero I twenty three Dlecember, part two
enemy air activity, Bomber recce, Midday two two Dec
one Sicilian based JU eight eight made recce Biskra
gerea,. Remainder all two thr+e December.
Seas ares between Sicily and INYQO two degs east
covered by three JU eight eights from dawn dash four-
teen bhundred Z. After passing Maison Blanche eleven
fifty Z one of those alreraft shadowed until twelve
thirty Z westbound Algiers convoy. Biskra recced again
by one Sicilian based JU eight eight about midday.
AGWAR USOFR reppd TROOPERS information adv ETF CT® WIF
EAC Twelfth AF, bombers. Until zero four hundred Z
eight HE one one ones operating off Algerian coast.
Biskra anttacked mero four three zero Z by at least
cne aircraft., Part onf will follow: Probably from
bombing operation five JU eight eights at diwn returned
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From: Alglers To: AGWAR USFOR
No 2876 Dacember 24, 10642

Sicily possibly escorting convoy four additionsl
Sicilisn based Ju eight eights sctive at midday.
From G two FREEDOM signed Eisenhower, Tranmsport.
German aircraft during day more active than usual,
exact serodrome information not availsble.
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From: Alglarm
To: l'.l.f

Ko 30158 Decembar 34,1943

En route his office wvhere assassination occurred
to Maillot Hospital Darlan died ms a result of the
sttack described in my two nine hine five at approxi-
mately four PM today from Eipenhower for Horshall
for Becretary Hull sand combined Chiefs of “'ﬂﬂl
Mur . In the abmsence of Genaral Eisenhower f
3 neral Clark snd I sccompanied by Genearal
Bargeret called at hospital to pay our respects to
the deceased. Apparently one of the four revolver
bullets pierced thorax and lung probably causing
death other bullets struck head and jaw I inguired of
Darlsns assistant Ceneral Bergeret what immediate
steps would be taken regerding maintnesnce of locsl
suthority he is cslling & council of local officials
and requesting Gemeral Giraud to return from the
Tunisisn froot for this purpose. Department will be
kept informed of developments. Assassin is young man
two two years of age who in preliminary interview
gives the name of and stated to be colle instructor.
He is now under interrogation. Hesults will be

telegraphed.

Ho Big.
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Ko, ZRE 2085, December 24, 1842,

1 wes called urgently to Darlane office = half
bour ago snd learned Darlan attacked et one five four
five hours by young man of French nationnlity whose
identity not determinsd. For Marshall for Becretary
Bull from Murphy signed Eisenhower, Asssilsnt
sugeesded ip firing sevenm revolver ahots, four of

which struck Darlen whose condition as r-t ie uncertsin,
Further deteils will follow as mcon as poasible.

Ho Big
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No. B 3009 Dec 24 1942

Twenty three Dec BITREP fifty six.

Para one Naval, No reports.

Para two ETF, On south flank night twenty two twenty
three Doc sixth jond Killings Fusiliers patrolled to six
miles SE Goubellat without contact; encountersd enemy
Djemal four miles east of Goubellat. Twenty Sixth Armd
Brig concentrated area eight miles 38W of Medjez E1 Bab.
In the center second Ba Bix Armd Inf located five mjiles
S8E Medjez El1 Bab, Eighteen Ret lesa ome Bn in area BW
Medjer El Bab, Night twenty two twenty three Dec three
Grenadier CGuards cleared Orich El Oued J six three against
slight opposition. Two Coldsteam Guards took hill Dj El1
Ahmer six miles NNE Medjez El Bab, Enemy estimated as one
Co with many mines counter attacked but ground later re-
covered by us. Estimated casualties one Guards Brig one
hundred 3l1led or wounded, One Bn eighteen Rct relieved
two Coldstream Ouards twenty three Dec. Hew locatlons:
First Bn SBurrey Regt Oued Zarga J four three, fifth Bn
Northemptons area two miles Neidj El Anmg J !i" four.
Railway aecident between Air Fakroun M one three and
gtation Armandy Ourkis M two three night twenty:one twanty
two Dec, twelve petrol and ammunition ears exploded
cratering line two hundred meters. Reestablished one
@even zero zero T. Babotage suspected. Inveatigations
proceed. Four bombs Phillippevile jetty twenty one Dec.
FNo damage, Six bombs Djidjelli airdrome twenty two Dec,
No damage roported.

Para three WIF. Forty Beventh Rct less Second Bn
CH-IN-10883 (12/25/42) 12322 ms
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from Algiers to War no B 3009 Dec 24 1942 page 2

arrived Port Lyautey twenty Dec. Becond Bn at Bafi.

Para four, Alr, Seventeen B seventeen aircraft dis-
patched to attack Tunis and Bizerta returned -due to heavy
eloud cover over target area and severe wind, one B
seventeen and three P thirty eight aircraft of escort
missing. Five fighter sorties on patrol in Oran area,
Five tramsport aircraft sorties. Twenty two DSC RAF flew
foarteen Beaufighter sorties, Nineteen reconnaissance
sorties., One PRU and ninety one fighter sorties. four

Wt destroyed and two damaged, one submarine
(to . AGWAR, Trooper from Freedom Alglers) sighting,

no attack, one Beaufighter crew killed and three Spitfires
damaged. Airfields Cmanrobert, Djidjelli, Philippeville
unservicable due to weather,

Fo 8ig.

ACTION COPY: OFD

1%F0, COPY: G-3 BPR G=2 CG AAF CGGN SGS8 SO0S-TAG G-l
mn:ﬂl(mm}mnmmmutmmﬂ

LOG

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

CM-IN-10863 (12/25/42) 12322 ms

gL 0, nL 08 108DEC2 519N

COPY No. 31
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,2/¢d



BT )
-
WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

w10 INCOMING MESSAGE ‘nm

1840Z /24th Dec 25, 1942
efg 085652

PRIORIZIY

REGRADED

From: Algiers UNCL“‘-deI" e
To: AGWAR - USFOR el

No. 3024 Dec 24, 1942

Heavy intermittent rainfall beginning PN two two Dec
continued throughout period. HNorthern Tunisia. Patrol
activity and shelling by enemy of srea J six one four two
generally confirm enemy forward positions previously
reported except that enemy lost growamd at Djebel E1l Ahmers
J six one four three sand was cleared from Grich E1 Oued J
aix four three eipht in locsl actionas, G two report twenty
four hours ending twenty four hundred Z two three Dec.

Part one land., Situation Djebel Fkirine area J nine
two eight nine obscure after Fremnch report of attack by
them encountering strong resistance., MNovement enemy columns
southward from area Djebel Chirich O eight seven apparently
checked two two Dec by Frechh twenty EMB North Ousseltis O
six four and attacks by mixed German and Italian forces ssue
day from east on Djebel Chakeur, Djebel Hannikat (both 0O eight
four) and Pichon repulsed. Activity two three Dec reported
reduced by bad waather with enemy holding road junctions
north east and east Pichon and 5idi Nasr Allsh T nine nine,
AGWAR USFOR reptd TROOPERS adv ETF CTF WIF EBAC Twelfth AC
from G two Freedom signed Eisenhower, BSouthern Tunisia. Ko
enemy offensive activity reported. Heavy rains continue,
Identifications. Confirmstion reported in identification
second COY six nine PEZ Oren Regt area Medjez El Bab two
two Dec, Unconfirmed identification seven five meven Inf

CM-IN-108981 (12-25-42) 1516Z  mfs
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From: Algiers
To: AGVAR - USFOR
No. 3024 Dec 24, 1942

Regt reported from prisoners captured Djebel El1 Ahmera two
two Dec. Prisoners state Regt newly formed srrived Africs
nineteen Dec under command Ten PZ Div. Prisoners captured
area Djebel Chirich two two Dec reported from ome zero four
Lorried Infantry Regt subsequently corrected to one zero four
Pz Gren Ausbildungs Battalion, These now considered part of
two three Marsch Bn (T dash five) whose composition apparently
similar to other Marsch Bns, and reportedly arrived Tunisia
last three days Nov., Prisoners taken by French on Eairouan
dash Ousseltis road two two DYS reported from second Bn nine
one Italisn Infantry Regt elements of which also reported at
SBouasee .

No 8ig
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From Alglers
To: AGWAR

Fo., 2902, December 24th, 1942,

Intensive enemy patrol aectivity continmues. (To AGWSL
USFOR ADV ETF CTF WIF Eastern Air Command, twelfth AF
from Freedom Algiers) Northern Tunisia. Much eneuy activity
particularly in vicinity Esartyr J seven five three zero
and area east and souteast of Medjez E1 Bab which was agaln
lightly shelled during early morning. Part one land G
two report twenty four hours ending twenty four hundred Z
December two two. Enemy rald east of Goubellat uasuccess-
ful, Much activity also reported srea Djebel Cherich
O eight seven. Some indication aloo Southward movement
enemy columns from this and Djebibina areas. French repc't
contact continues on geonersl line Gusseltia O =ix four-
Sidi Nasr Allah T nine nine with much fighting st Pichon
which apparemtly French still hold. Part two and
three will follow. Southern Tunisia, with exception
occupation Sagria D one six, forty five EMS SSW Kebili no
enemy offensive action. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers
information ADV ETF CTF WIF EAC twelfth AF from G twc
Freedom signed Eisephower, identifications, unconfirmed
but very probable idemtification reported second company
PX Gren Regt number sixty nine by prisoners captured
north Medjez Kl Bab J five seven four two night two one-
two two Dec, Prisoners taken night two one-two two Dec
Area Djybel Chirich are reported probably from one zero
four lorried Infantry Regt. Though identification
unconfirmed may possibly have formed replacement draft
originally intended twenty one PX Div Libya, bomber recce,
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t¥o Sicilian bamed JU eight eights continued shodow
. eastbhournd convoy during earl ) >
basin made by four Sicilian based JU eight eights,
northern half western basin covered during after-
noon by at least one JU eight eight, enemy air ac-
tivity part two G two report for twenty four hours
ending twemty four hundred Z December two two, bom-
bers, probably between Algiers and Boneiat at least
eight JU eight eights based Sicil engaged anti ship-
ping operations early morning, llLﬂ'l onumber HE one
one omnes operating west central Nediterranean same
mission during evening, during early morning over
Bone at least ome Pugg!n one zero eight active,
Allied motor transport between Fichon and Kairouan
attacked by two JU eight eight and possibly same

JU eight eighta active over Pont Du Fais area, Fight-
érs. One FW one nine sero operated over Bome while
three arrive Pont Du Pont Fahs ares, Tranaport,
Further to twenty one Dec fifteen zero five Z Tra-
pani JU five twos landed, two two Dec sero three
hundred Z seven JU five two landed Castel Vetrano
from Castel Benito, zeroc seven hundred Z nine JU
five two departed Reggio, five departed Trapani
eleven fifty Z, both groups en route Tunis. AGWAR
USFOR reptd Troopers informatiom Adv ETF CTF WTF

EAC twelve AF, Part three FKaval, From G two Free-
dom signed Eisenhower S PRU La Maddalenk ten fifteen
Z shows two eight inch cruisers still present but
absence two destroyers, visual recce reporta presence
seven F boats four E boats Pantellaris twenty Dec,
attacks sightings, one escort vessel torpedoed sunk
and one M slant V hit by fleet zero five 2, attacks
on ships, enemy sircraft torpedoed 88 Cameronian
twenty five minutes NNE Gougie zerc five three zero
Z, U slant B dispositions, Italian activity weatern
basin estimated two opersting Oranm to Algiers two

or three Algiers to Bougie, approx ten between seven
degrees east and Sicily of which four in Bone Cag-
liari Bizerts area, slight decrease noted German
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To:
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MING MESSAGE

activity western basin, ususl two near Alborsn Island
and five or six in Cape De Gata Oran Cape Teneo Cape
Palos area, one Germsn west Gibraltar in spproaches
thereto and three between tenm and fifteen degrees west,
Italian patrol appears to be operating between Azores
and Madeira air arm in Sicilisn chapnel during attack
on two merchant and two escort vessels at zero one hun-
dred Z, aircraft sighted U slant B position thirty six
degrees six minutes north one degree thirteen minutes
west sero seven four mero Z, aircraft sighted U slant

B position thirty seven degrees five minutes north one
degree four two minutes east fourteem zero five 2, air-
craft sighted U slant B position thirty six degrees thir-
ty four minutes north meroc degrees twenty minutes east

two zaro,
Ho Big. .,
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Twenty three Dec BITREP fifty six.
Para ope Naval, Ko reports.

Para two ETF. On south flank night twenty two twenty
three Dec sixth inni Killings Fusiliers patrolled to six
miles SE Goubellat without contact encountered enemy
Djemal four miles east of mmln{. Twenty Bixth Armd
Brig concentrated area eight miles SSW of Medjez E1 Bab.
in the center second Ba Six Armd Inf located five miles
SE Medjez E1 Bab. Eighteen Rct less one Bn in area BW
Medjez E1 Bab, Night twenty two twenty thréee Dec three
Grenadier Guards cleared Grich E1 Oued J pix three against
slight opposition, Two Coldsteam Guards took hill Dj El1
Ahmer six miles NNE Medjez El Bab. Enemy estimated as one
Co with many mines counter attacked but ground later re-
covered by us, Estimated casualties one Guards Brig one
hundred ¥llled or wounded, One Bn eighteen Rct relleved
two Coldstream Guards twenty three Dec. New locations:
First Bn Burrey Regt Oued Zarga J four three, fifth Bn
Northamptons area two miles Neidj E1l Ang J five four.
Railway accident between Air Fakroun M one three and
station Armandy Ourkis M two three night twenty:one twenty
two Dec, twelve petrol and ammunition cars exp oded
cratering line two hundred meters. Reestablished one
seven gero zero Z. Sabotage suspected. Investigations
proceed., Four bombs Phillippevile jetty twenty one Deac.
¥o damage, Six bombs Djidjelli airdrome twenty two Dec.
No damage reported.

Para three WIF, Forty Seventh Rct less Second Bn
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arrived Port Lyautey twenty Dec. Becond Bn at Bafi.

PFara four, Air, Seventeen B seventeen aircraft dis-
patched to attmck Tunis and Bigerta retorned dus to heavy
cloud cover over target area and severs wind, one B
seventesn and three P thirty eight aireraft of escort
missing. Five fighter morties on patrol in Oran arem.
Five tramsport aircraft sorties. Twenty two DEC RAF flew
fourteen Beaonfighter morties., Nineteen reconnaissance
sorties., One PHU and ninety one fighter sorties. four
'] . aireraft destroyed and two damaged, one submarins -
{to , AGWAR, Trooper from Freedom li[.l.cﬂ] sighting,
no attack, one Beaufighter crew killed and three Bpitfires
damaged. Airfields Canrobert, Djidjelli, Philippeville
opaervicable dus to weather,
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Part three. Naval, U/B dispositions, German in
Fastorn Mediterrenean. One Approx position thirty
vight degrees north five degrees east, one west (*)
or noving southrest four or five, From forty two degs
north twenty degs weat to Arores three to five. G two
report twenty four hour period ending two four sero
zero £ twenty three December,

Part two, Dnemy Air Activity, Bomber reece.
Midday two two Doc one Bicilian based Ju oight eight made
recce Biskra area. Remainder all two thres December,
Set area between Bicily and zero two degs eamt covered by
three Ju oight eights from dawn dash fourteen hundred
. After passing Maison Blanche sleven fifty % one
of these aircraft shadowed until twelve thirty 2
wentbound Alglers convoy. Biskra recced again by one
Oicilian based Ju eight aight about midday, Agwar
ODEFOR reptd tro inforsation ADY ETF CTF WTF EAC
Twelfth AF, lcx:" Until mero four hundred Z eight
HE one one ones operating off Algerian coast. Biskra
itttecked vero four three zero 2 by at least one aireraft.
Part one be p follow, Probably from bombing operation
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five Ju eight eighte at dawn returned Bicily. Possibly
escorting convoy four additional Bicilian based Ju
oight eights active at midday. IFrom G two Freedom signed
Eisenhower. Transport, Qerman aircraft during day more
active than usual, Exact aerodrome information not

available.
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(*) Portion of message being serviced.
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Heavy intermittent rainfall beginning PM two two Dec
continued throughout period. Northern Tunisia. Patrol
activity snd shelling by enemy of area J six one four two
generally confirm enemy forward positions previously
reported except that enemy lost grouad at Djebel E1 Ahmers
J six one four three and was cleared from Grich El Oued J
six four three eight in locel actioms. G two report twenty
four hours ending twenty four hundred Z two three Dec.

Part one land, Situation Djebel Fkirine area J nine
two eight nine obscure after French report of attack by
them encountering strong resistance. Movement enemy columns
southward from area Djebel Chirich O eight seven apparently
checked two two Dec by Frechh twenty EMS Forth Ousseltia O
six four and attacks by mixed German sand Italian forces same
day from east on Djebel Chakeur, Djebel Hannikat (both O eight
four) and Pichon repulsed. Activity two three Dec reported
reduced by bad weather with enemy holding road Jjunctions
north east and east Pichon and 5idi Nasr Allah T nine nine.
AGWAR USFOR reptd TROOPERS adv ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AC
from G two Freedom signed Eisenhower. BSouthern Tunisia. Ko
enemy offensive activity reported. Heavy rains continue,
Identifications, Confirmation reported in idemtification
second COY six nine PZ Gren Regt area Medjez El Bab two
two Dec. Unconfirmed identification seven five seven Inf
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Regt reported from prisoners captured Djebel El1 Ahmera two
two Dec. Prisoners state Regt newly formed arrived Africa
nineteen Dec under command Ten PZ Div, Prisoners captured
area Pjebel Chirich two two Dec reported from one zero four

Lorried Infantry Regt subsequently corrected to one gero four
Pz Gren lﬂ-lhilhlg Battalion, These now considered part of

two three Marsch
similar to other Marach Bns, snd reportedly arrived Tunisia
last three days Nov., Frisoners taken by French on Eairouan

dash Ousseltia road two two DYS reported from second Bn nine
one Italian Infantry Regt elements of which slso reported at

Soussee =
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COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
e 24, 1042

VREEDOM ALGIERS No. 448
USFOR LONDON FCR THE BRITISH CHIEFS

GF STAFF No. R4616

Thie message i8 not a directive from the Combined
Chiefs of Staff but is a comment by committee of Combined

Hoarde.,

Reference paragraph 4 our FAN 44 of Dec 21st. You
viwuld understand that 40,000 tons mentioned is intended
tio apply to Militery ms well as to civilian requirements
menticned your 21 27. For Eisenhower Freedom Alglers for
durphy, FAN 46 from Combined Chiefs of Staff. Are
filitary requirements French? ’
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Part one Naval. U/ B dispositions. German in Western
Mediterranean, Onme approx position thirty eight degrees
North five degreoes East, One West Cape Tenex six minutes.
Between Cape Tenex and five degs East probably four,
Italian western Mediterranesn. West of Algiers two.
Algiers to Bizerta patrolling Tenex West of Gibrnltar,

In western approaches to straits one. O0Off Cagablanca one
Between thirty eight and forty degs North and fourtean
te sixteen degs West patrolling or moving Southwest four
or five. From forty two dege north twenty degs West to
Azores three to five. G two report twenty four hour
period ending two four zero zero 7 twenty three December.

Part two enemy air activity. Boamber Recce. Midday
two two Taac one Sicilian based Ju elght eight made Rucce
Bisckra area. Remainder all two three December. Sen aren
betwean Sicily and zero two Deio East covered by three JU
eight eights from dawn dash fourteen hundred Z. After
paasing Maison Blanche eleven fifty Z one of these alrciaft
ehrdosed until twelve thirty Z westbound Alglers Coavoy.
Bisk 1 recced agsin by one Sicilian btsed JU sight eight .
about Midday. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers information Adv
ETF CTF WTF EAC twelfth AF, Bomberas. Until zero four
hundrad Z eight HE one one onen operating off Algerian
coast. Biskra attacked zero four three zaro Z by at le=st
cpe alreraft. Part one will follow, Probably from
bombing operation five JU eight elshts et dawn returned
Sicily. Possibly escorting convoy four additionml Biecilian
bused JU aight eights wctive at midday. From G two Freedom
signed Eisenhower. Trensport. German aircraft during
day wore active than usual. Exact aerodrome information

not available. SD
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From: Algiers
To: Agwar

No. 2976 December 24, 1942

Part three. Naval. U/B dispositions, German in
Wartorn Mediterranean. One approx position thirty
wvight degrees north five degrees east, one west (»)
or moving mouthasest four or five. From forty two degs
north twenty degs west to Azores three to five. G two
report twenty four hour period ending two four gero
Zero Z twenty three December,

Part two. ZEpemy Air Aetivity. Bomber reece,
Midday two two Doc one Bicilian based Ju eight eight made
recce Biskra area, Remainder all two three December,
Set area between Bicily and zero two degs east covered by
three Ju eight eights from dawn dash fourteen hundred
Z. After passing Maison Blanche eleven fifty Z one
of these aircraft shadowed until twelve thirty 2Z
westbound Algiers convoy. Biskra recced again by one
Sicilian based Ju elght eight about mldday. Agwar
UBFOR reptd troopers information ADV ETF CTF WTF EAC
Twelfth AF. Bombers. Until zero four hundred 2 eight
HE one one ones opersting off Algerian coast, Biskra
sttecked :evo four three zero Z by at least one aircraft.
Part one be g follow. Probably from bombing operation
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five Ju eight eights at dawn returned Sicily. Possibly
esporting convoy four additional Sicilian based Ju
e¢ight eights active at midday. From G two Freedom signed
Eisenhower., Transport, German aircraft during day more
active than usual. Exact aerodrome information not

avallable.
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i During the course of a conversation this
morning Darlan made the following points from
Eisenhower for Marshall for Secretary Hull
from Nurphy

1. Arab question. Yesterday he held con-
ference with Algerian Arab Leaders for prelimi-
nary disoussion of eral question of politiecal
status of Arab ation. Arab leaders were
given full opportunity to state their views and
it was agreed that future conferences would be
held and a conscientious effort made to ameliorate
the Arabs situation and to effect whatever ad-
Justments might be possible,

2, Jewish question. Under Darlans direction
a commission is actively studying ways and me
of finding a solution of the complicated ques
resulting from the sequestration of Jewish pro=-
perty effected under Vichy laws. The reinstate<
ment of Jews in the practice of the libersl o»
fessions, return of Jewish children to schools .
and so forth. Darlan said he hoped that depart-
ment would realize the delicesey of finding an
equilibrium which would arouse neither animosity
on the part of the Arabs nor of the Jews. He
vishes the department to know that a serious pro-
gram of adjustment is being attempted under condi-
tions which are not easy.

3. Darlan also stated that because of the
long delay in effecting and arrivals of Peyrouton
he wondered whether I had any suggestions regarding
the sappointment of a new Governor Gemeral for
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Algeria. He said that it had been obvious to
him for some time as it has to us that the pre-
sent Governor General lacked in firmmess and
determinilation to improve the Algerian Adwini-
stration. We discussed the possibility of the
appointment of Chevreux who has been well known
to our Embassy in Paris he is father in law of
August Heckscher now with Office of Strategic
Services Washington and for a number of years.
He is residing temporarily in Morocco and has
to his credit long years of honorable service
as Prefect in France, Director of Public Se-
curity in Morocco, and Secretary General in
Algiers. During past months he placed himmelf
at our disposition and has been helpful in keep-
ing us informed regarding North African affairs.
He is being invited to come to Algiers and if
Darlan finds after consultation with us that
he will be acceptable he is to be appointed
Governor General of Algeria., I hope this will
be a happy solution of a troublesome problem.
As the department is away, there has been criti-
cism over failure to change certain public offi-
cianls, A considerable portion of this criticism
is not justified because it is based in many in-
stances on statements of persons who have personal
awbitions for public office to say nothing of others
who because of prejudice are delighted to give cir-
culation 'to esfe rumers. In any event a change of
Governor General in Algeria together with further
changes in the rank and file of the administration
which will follow it is believed would have a fa-
vorable psychological effect.

4, Darlan continued with a lengthy review
of French personalities who might in the event
of his retirement be available to succeed him,
The 1ist of names which included most Frenchmen
of prominence living outside occupied France demon-
strated better than any argument the small amount
of talent and ability which seems to be available.
Darlans discussion of the question demonstrated that
he is not unconscious of the attacks and abuse which
have been heaped upon him abroad at a time when he
is making s wholehearted effort to prosecute by
the side of the Allies the common war effort. Our
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conversation conecluded with a referemce by Darlan
to a moderate asount of political agitation which
is being indulged in by a small group headed by
Plerre Etienne Flandin., He said that if they
continued their attacks against the presemt local
authority it might be necessary to place several
of them in forced residemce. I urged that he
avoid such a step as it might be interpreted
abroad as reactionary since some of them like
Flandin are former members of the Chamber of

Deputies.
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OF 18 ENEMY A/C WHICH S8ET OUT TO ATTACK

BONE 5 LEADERS CAME [N AKL WERE ALL SHOT DONN REMAINDER

RETURKLD HOME.

2/ QRAN. TROOPS EX STRATHALLAW TRANSFERED T0O

DUCHESS OF BEDFORD NOW ENROUTE ALGIERS.
SANK IN TOW @4@f 22ND.

STRATHALLAN

3. KWF 5§ TO BOME ATTACKED 8Y TORPEDO A/C 2215

To 235¢ 248T FROM @é@i' TO DAYLIGHT 22WD,

EAMERONIA
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No. 5921 Dec 23 1942

Susmmary nuxber two three reference, one nine
December HM Minister of Foreign Affairs note to the
effect that HM Eabassy, while not wishing to make
too much of an 111 mannered demonstration by youths,
must point out that many of latter were in uniform
and presumably acting on instruciions of their org-
anization, also that the armed police did nothing to
prevent British flag being torn off embassy car or to
protect ite chauffeur when attacked. Note trew attention

to comment incidentally made by two members of the Blue
Division that they had not gone to Russia to fight for
this rabble. Fote regquested that matter be brought urgently
to personal attention of General Franco, Signed Hartle,
Bpeaking at Ban Sebastian, General Munoz extolled virtues
of Blue Divieion againat Bolshevik barbarism, but speech
was otherwise not political and contained no mention of
Germany. His return has become overshadowed, at least

in the press, by other topics, particularly viseit of
Bpanish Minieter of Foreign Affairs to Lisbon, Latter

is receiving full publicity and Arriba has «mphasized that
Bpanish Portugese relations and policy are at peace.
Reference summary number two one. We &re urgi-g US
Government to instruect their ambassador at Macrid to
proteat to Spanish Government against repatriation of
armistice commission. We have already taken up matter
with Spenish Embassy here, Without wishing unduly to
embarrass Spanish Government, we feel it is bad tactics
to permit them to set in contravention of principles of
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international laws without stromg protest, unless

we have obtained adequate quid pro quo, Pi ting
French. General de Gaulle has been info that
President Roosevelt will receive him on January

tenth or eleventh by his US Liaison Officer. De

Gsulle i® anxious to leave as moon as possible after
January first and wishes to take Catroux with Bim,
Forth Africa. H M Consul dash General Tangier suspects
that Prench Consul General there is playing with United
Nations and also keeping in with Laval, and that he,

or his consulate general, forms link between Nogues

and Pietri and Laval, Brazil, Minister of Foreign
Affairs recently told member of HM. Embassy that he
suspected Brazilian Ambassador at Vichy was not making
serious attempt to leave France, MA proposed to tell
French Ambassador at Rio that his present missior must
be regarded as at an end, but he would be allowed to
remain as honored guest. For the time being, there
would be no French representative, but ms soon as there
was an administration in French North Africa recognized
by the US Government and ourselves, Brazilian Government
would presumably enter into relations with that administration.

No aig
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Twenty two Dec BITREP fifty five.

Paragraph one Naval, Mine sweeping trawler
in sweep (to USFOR AGWAR TROOPER from Freedom)
at Bone twenty one Dec. exploded seven mines.
Convoy EMF five en route to Bone attacked by
torpedo aireraft two one one five Z to two two
five zero I twenty one Dec, and from mero five
one gero Z to daylight twenty two Dec, Personnel
ship Cameronis torpedoed thirty miles NE Bougie.
Now arrived Bougie, Troops from Btrathsllan
transferred to liner Duchess of Bedford em route
to Algiers. Strathallan sank in tow zero three
zoro zero Z twenty two Dec.

FParagraph two ETF. 8igned CINC. On the south
flank Sixth Inniskillings Fusiliers in area Gou-
bellat., Becond Bn 8ix Arms Inf occupy high ground
four miles north of Goubellat and in the center
Considerable enemy activity night twenty one twenty
two Dec. near ksaoptyr J seven three which was
continued during the day. Medjez El Bab shelled
for ten minutes. Area Dj El Asoud J seven zero
fo_r four occupied by enemy. Ome of our patrols
ambushed Dj El Ang J fifty four enemy holds high
ground area Dj Ez Zarouline nine miles SW of
Hateur. Ope of our patrols ambushed station De
Hettarhen J forty six, Lost one officer and seven
enlisted men captured, .

Paragraph three French., French Forces in
Oontact with enemy at P Choi,

(CM-IN-10415 12-24-42)
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Paragraph four Air, B seventeen aircraft
returned to base without dropping bombs and med-
ium bomber mission cancelled due to weather, Six
P forty sorties, BShot up train between Sousse
and Kairousn. Destroyed two enemy aircraft
attacking Allied motor comvoy. Destroyed four
trucks between Sfax and Faid. PRU sortie over
Bizerta and Tunis reports sccurate antisircraft
fire sbove clouds at two eight zero sero zero
fest, Twenty onme Dec. RAF flew nine Beaufighter
sorties, Nineteen homber recomnaissance sorties.
One PRU and one three eight fighter sorties,
Destroyed three enemy planes probably destroyed
twa. One Bpitfire missing.
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Twenty two Dec SITREP fifty five.

Parsgraph one Haval. MNine sweeping trawler
ia sweep (to USFOR AGWAR TROOPER from Freedom)
at Bone twenty one Dec. exploded seven mines.
Convoy EMF five en route to Bone attacked by
torpedo aircraft two one one five Z to two two
five zero Z twenty one Dec, and from zero five
one zgero Z to daylight twenty two Dec., Personnel
Bhip Cameronim torpedoed thirty miles NE Bougie.
Now arrived Bougle, Troops from Strathallan
trln;:lurrcd to 1
to Algiers.
zéro mero Z twenty .

Faragraph two ETF. GESigned CINC. On the south
flank Sixth Inniskillings Fusiliers in area Gou-
bellat. BSecond Bn Six Arma Inf occupy high ground
four miles north of Goubellat and in the center
considerable enemy activity night twenty one twenty
two Dec. near kmaoptyr J seven three which was
continued during the day. MNedjes El Bab shelled
for ten minutes, Area Dj El Asoud J seven zero
fo .r four occupied by enemy. Ome of our patrols
ambushed DJ El Ang J fifty four enemy holds high
ground area Dj Ezx Zarouline nine miles SW of
flateur. One of our patrols ambushed station De
Hettarhen J forty six. Lost one officer and seven
tnlisted men captured, A

Faragraph three French. French Forces in
Contact with enemy at P Choi,

(CH-IN-10415 12-24-42)
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Paragraph four Air., B seventeen aircraft
returned to base without dropping bombs snd med-
ium bomber mission cancelled due to weather, 3ix
P forty sorties, Shot up train between Sousse
and Ksirouan. Destroyed two enemy aircraft
attacking Allied motor convoy. Destroyed four
trucks between Sfax and Faid, PRU sortie over
Bimerta and Tunis reports sccurate antisircraft
fire sbove clouds at two eight zero mero gzero
feet., Twenty one Dec, RAF flew nine Beaufighter
sorties. Nineteen bomber reconnaissance sorties.
One PRU and one three eight fighter sorties,
Destroyed three enemy planes probably destroyed
twn., One Spitfire missing.
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Joint Chiefs of Staf?
December 23, 1842

To - FREEDOM
ALGIERS
Number 408

Subject transportation priorities to be determined
by you Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved despatch of
émall survey party from Office of Strategic Bervices

to proceed Algiers reporting to Commanding General
(For Eisenhower Freedom Algiers from

Allied Forces.
the Joint Chiefs of Btaff) All details of proposed

future mission for theater to be collaborated by
Bupplies

Burvey party with your officers and agencies.
gand equipment over those suppliable from theater
stocks to be requisitioned by Office of Strategic
Servicea theater representative through you. Plans

and operations proposed subject your approval and
direct control. Upon theater commander approval en-
tire plans including equipment and material needed from

United Btates will be submitted Joint Chiefs of Btaff.
Copy papers covering project sent airmail,

ORIGINATOR: General Deane (JCS)
{Copy to Admiral Leahy)

INFO. COP1ES: OPD
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: LOG
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From: Alglers
To: AGWAR Wash DC

Ko 2880 December 23, 1542

Generals Bethouart and Mast (toAGWAR from Fresdom
Algiers) were both reinstasted without prejudice in their
respective ranks hy an order signed by Darlan on December
cne zero, Bethousrt immedistely prior to his departure ’
from Algiers for Washington wss promoted from Brigadier
Genersl to Msjor Gencral, Mast has not yet been promoted
but we are sssured by Giraud that his promotion is under
consideration st an early dste and st the asppropriate
mosent, Signed Eisenhower for Marshall your December
two one zero zero five nineZ. At present he is acting
&5 Lisison Officer in Allied Forces Headquarters Giraud
is considering for Mnst sn appropriate command. Both
officers have excellent military records., Bethousrt
distinguished himself in the Harvik Expedition during
the present war, ho ¢ame to Worth Africa after the ome
nine four zero Armistice in the hope of resuming
hostilities first commanding the subdivision at
Rabat, then subsequently the Casablanca Division.

He never concealed his sympathiea for the Allied cause
end his determinmstion that France viam North Africa would
one day fight its way out of its tragie predicament.

in the delicate issue of patriotic duty and his high
standard of discipline he took the decision immedictely
to aid the American Forces arriving in Morocco.
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From: Alglers
To: AGWAR

Fo. 2818 December 23, 1942

return in about four days. {To AGWAR from Freedom
Alglers) for General Marshall's eyes only from

Smith eigned Eisenhower. innp- from you which require
his personal attention will be held for his return un-
less immediate mction is required in which case we will
reach him by plane and courier. :

)} / General Eisenhower is at the front and will
no sig
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From; Iceland
To: CG AAF
Feo. 129, December 23, 18542,

¥Winds south three to two nine MPH visibility
five miles to unlimited temperature three four to
four zero degrees ceiling one zero zero zero feet
to unlimited air alert patrols four zero minutes
total flying time one one hours and sero minutes
two two December bombing and enemy activity nil,

Bonesteel.
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From: lers
To: :i:

No 2831 December 23,1942

Beori Dastier celled on Mack this afterncon and
expressed hie (to AGWAR USFOR from Freedom Alglors)
satimfaction at his brothers vieit, He comeldered it
most important that thie first contect hud been schieved
apd that General Dastier had been able to trapquillise
the loeal Gaullist who were, he conmiderad, grester
in rumber than people thought and hrd incressed since
the eighth of November. (This is mot intenced to convay
the notion that there !s o DeGaulle movement of large !
magritude io thim area’ To AGWAR for combined Chilefe i
of Etaff and to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff slgn=d
Elsenhower reference our two sixz eight eight. HAF
forty nine. Dastler eald that his brother bad laft
sritten instructions ms follows: "With a view to avolding
any internal difficulty capable of horming the nllied
war effort and until the enemy mensce has been dafinitely
remcved from French North Africe you will sea thet your
campeigos, while remalning firm on the doctrioal plan,
suspend strictly personsl sttacks againat thke parsonalities
who Bre for the present in power." Dastier is having
this eirculated to the local Geulliets and is sure thet
it will have the effect of tranquilising impetuous spirits
iik! Copitant whom it had been very difficult to hold
owe .

No Big.
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| From t H+CuXsFa

Situstion Report Ne. 38,

o 15 + Orepesa trawlers exﬂlnded (77) mines in
sweep W.M, 21st, Of 18 enemy a/c which set out to attack
Bene § leaders came in and were sll shot down remalnder
returned homea.

é. ans Troops ax STHATHALLAN transfered to |
DUCHESS OF BEDFORD now anroute Algiars. SITRATHALLAN sank
in tow 0400 22nd,

dn

te 2350 2lst and from 9600 to daylight 22nd. CAMEROHNIA
torpedoad by &fc 9607 22nd 30 miles north ¢ast Bougie now
arrived Roscua.

| K«M.F. 5 to Bone attecked by torpede afec 2715

17224720

Fall,

Admiral

"ir darshall

Gueny Macready
Adm. Russell Willsen (2)
Calale

Plans

Brig. Dykes (8) ~
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' Lts Cols Cookx
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N D ROGEPYEIT 1
From: Alglers " REGRADED E;-?iz_-ai-.,}'ﬂ-.'i;rﬂmr&
BEC ARMY BY -
i i BY TAG ..

S O .
No 2801 December 23, 1943 il

The French after consultation with us ars
issuing an ordinance prohibiting trade and communi-
cation with ememy by persons under jurisdiction of
French High Commissioner North Afrioa, Reference
B three nine two six. The ordinance thus limited
in application (to AGWAR UBFOE from Freedom Algiers)
is generally similar to decree issued by France
September first one nine three nine except for
changes made mt our suggestion. For political
reassons French prefer ilssuing an administrative
circular listing the enemy countries., French also
considering having its enemy list conform substan-
tially to American British blacklists. Copy of
ordinance and administrative circular will be airmailed.
French also discussing decree sequestering enemy
propsrty similar to Fremch decree of Beptember first
ons nine three nine. We have talked about such a
decree being more flexible in power and covering non
enemy property and perhaps sven including material
contained in instructioms to banks of November asix-
teenth. Have been describing our own system of con-
trol to French authorities and including system of
AD HOC blocking we are unsure as to desirability of
such a decree at this time and are somevhat concerned
about sequestration of all enemy property inm view
of the amount of Italian owned property in Tunisia.
You will be advised of further developments in this
regard and let us have any suggestions that Treasury
or 8tate wishes to make. On basis investigation

CH-IN-10126 (12-23-43)
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made in Algiers Casablanca luhlnr Control based

on French laws and decrees as well as November six-
teenth instructions seem to be effectively enforced
s0 as to prevent transactions of bemefit to enemy.
French on their own initiative amended November
sixzxteenth instructions so as to block accounts of
persons living in North Afries who are nationals of
Germany Italy Japan Hungeary Roumania Bulgaria Finland.
Italian Nationals ones principally affected but do
not present serious problem administratively or
otherwise in Algeria or Norocco more serious problems
will arise in Tunisia., French also setting up
Economic Warfare Section with whom we been discussing
on AD HOC blocking, blacklists, censorship. We
expect to continue work in lisison with this group
and with Allied and French censorship authorities.
Both in Algeria and Morocco informal liaisom is
being maintained with French Treasury and Exchange
Control officials., FYor Algeria not more than a
dozen unfreezing applications involving less than
five hundred thousand francs had been received up to
s few days ago. Licenses granted were for living

or medical expenses. In Morocco more licenses have
been granted but amounts involved not large and for
living expenses salaries. Are informed by number
sources that Tangliers Bpanish Merocco and Oran re-
present biggeat threats to effectiveness of system
of control, French authorities have suggested that
we have American representatives in Tanglers who
could work in liaison with French on fiscal exchange
problems, We recommend Treasury send mometary expert
to Tangiers at earliest opportunity to investigate
financial and exchange problems and furnish reports
here as well as to Washington., Have been told that
November sixteenth instructions as well as rate of
seven five francs to dollar and three zero zero to
pound have been made applicable to French West
Africa. French continue to discuss with us problem
of rate of exchange particularly with regard to

CM~I1N-10126 (12-23-42)  pp \NKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY
REGRADED UI CLASSIFIED
ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG
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alleged increase of imports and great purchasing
power of American troops this area. Are airmsiling
memorandum received from Freanch on

problem. What has happened om problem of revising
British DeGanlle rate of exchange? Arr ts
concerning noa yellow seal currency ted from

the following! Ynderstanding in Washington last
October to make all United States ocurrency legal
tender in North African area with control on imports
and exports of currency and effort to single out
large holdings non yellow seal ourrency for freezing
action (Signed Eisenhower from Murphy and Bernstein
for Fiscal Division) information given to us that
non yellow seal had been paid by Allies in small
amounts prior our arrival for information that it
Wis necessary to protect the holders of such curreacy,
belief that our troops would inevitably bring with
them some non yellow seal currency, 4in fact in
Noroccan area our troops used non yellow meal Americsm
currency exclusively rifling matters and to concen-
rath on cases of significance, preliminary reports

of six leading banks Algeris show total holding of
less than four five zero zero dollars non yellow
seal of which three five zero mero dollars beem held
by Barclays Bank for long time. As of December
eight about four hundred eighty thousand dollars

non yellow seal types been turned into banks of Morooco
As everybody including other banks, Civil Affairs
Officer that area believes all this currency brought
in by our troops. When definite overall figures

are given at end of month we will advise further.
Have nothing to indicate flow of ocurrency into French
North Africa from Tengiers and Spanish Morocco, Have
heen informed that fifteen counterfeit fifty dollar
bills been presented to banks in Moroceco. French
officials investigating and will furnish us report.
They believe bills brought from Europe in ome nine
four zero or four one and that amount involved mot
important. Are airmailing ome these bills to AGWAR
for delivery to Treasury. Will forward copy of any
report we receive., No evidence so far counterfeit

CHM-IN-10126 (12-23-42) FRANKLIN D. RCOSEVELT TTF':RAEY
REGRADLD Ul : A IFIED
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currency Algeria. For number reasons including
shortage local currency particularly in Morocco
believe that local curremcy should be provided
Finence Officers in North Africa to exchange for
Onited States curremcy carried by our local

into Africa rather than send such local curremcy
to Finance Officers by United States, Dollar
currency which shall have been collected by Unit
Commanders prior to embarkation of troops will be
exchanged by Finance Officers in Africa. Yellow
seal in Bank of Algeria and Bgnk of Morocco will of
course be available to us for use in other areas
if needed may also be Decessary to coantinue using
yellow seal beyond December three one because of
shortage curremcy. We will not agree to extension
relative to non yellow seal currency. Advise
Treasury and State of foregoing.

No sBig
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No. 37568, December 22, 10542

Epnemy air activity. Bomber recce.

Second part G two report. Between dawn
twenty first and zero two hundred Z twenty second
Dec. eight Sicilian based JU eight eights active
over Southern half Western Basin. During morning
Northwest Oran Allied convoy shadowed by one air-
craft but eastbound convoy first sighted zero nine
two five Z northwest Alglers shadowed until end
period. Early Em.u armed firet sighted zero
oine two five Z northwest Algiers shadowed until
end period. Early EMepning armed recce between Cap
de Fer and Alger carried out by four SBardinian
based Savola seven nines. AGWAE USFOR reptd
Troopera information adv ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelve
AF. Bombers. PFourteen thirty £ Tebessa and Youks
les Bains attacked by at least three JU eight
elghts, During evening at least five Sicilian
based aircraft operated. From (G two Freedom signed
Eisenhower. Fighters. During day at least five
ME one zero nines active Bouk E1 Arba area. Over
Sfax attempt made by cne SE fighter to engage
Allied recce airecraft. Tramsport. Zero six four
five Z probable destination Tunis twelve JU five

two departed rahkss,

Third part Navy. Pru no change Toulon twenty
one Dec condition Naval other units. Merchant tonnape

(CHN-IN-9931 12-23-42)
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from Algiers to AGWAR no. 2758 Dec 22 1942 page 2

B8till congests Marseilles but since twelve Dec
decrease five M slant Vs noted., Two tankers twelve

M glant Vs departed from de Berre Bince thirty
Hovember. Attacks sightings. Intercepti destroyer
force sank twp thousand ton M slant V off Djerbs
Island zero zero four five Z, U slant B sighted three
ix degrees five two minutes north zero degrees three
four minutes west zero ocme three one Z. Aircraft
8icilian channel sighted two enemy destroyers one M
slant V one unknown on westerly course two zero four
five Z, Attacks on ships. U slant B seventy minutes
north Oran torpedoed Btratballen /Eero one three one

Z which sank twenty minutes off Oran zero three hundred
Z two two Dec. No new dispositions U slant B known,

Fo sig
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From: Lw- (33/11132)
To: AR
Ko, 3793 Dec 33, 1942

1. Faval Bitrep fifty four Dec twenty one, Liner
Strathallan in (to AOWAR Trooper from Freedom
Alglers) EMF five torpadoed eight five miles NA Oran
at gero one three ome E, taken in tow by destroyer
until one three three sero Z when ship abandoned due
to fire, one one six seven persons landed by destroyer
et Oran. Two zerc zero women known to be safe.
Miljitary personnel disembarked to escorting destroyers.
Landing craft MCX transport Kerry in operation Bome to
Tabarka, landing craft tanks transporting to La Calle.

2. ETF, on the south flank six Armd Div occupled
farm five miles south resmervoir Eebir O saven
nine night twenty twenty one Dec. trols reschesd
road junction five miles BE GQoubellat during day, no
contagt, enemy reported four miles to north. In the
ceoter extensive patrolling night twenty twenty one
Dec report enemy ectivity eight miles ENE Medjez E1 Bab,
contact nine Milesm BEW Mateuruz some cesualties both
sides. Twenty one Dec Coldstream Guards occupied hi
ground five miles north Medjez E1 Bab. Patrols reached
line: road junction four miles east Medjem E1 Bab dash
Djebel Asoud J six nine four three dash Dar El1 Gabai
J ®mix seven four weven dash Lanserige J six four five
four dash Yamsel Bou Kradma J five six five eight dash
point three milem NE 8id1 Neir J four six. Enemy
occupies ridge five miles cast Medje® E1 Bab thence
north to river Med Jerda. Om morth flsnk thirty six
Brig patrolled deep into enemy lines on both flanks
night tventy tventy one Dec. Blight ememy Arty motivity
evening and morning. Oix mero one TD Ba WD Co C
thirteenth AR arrived Bouk E1 Arba from CTF.

3, French. twenty Dec Franch Forces ating agajinst
high ground BE Pont Du Fahs found it well dafended by

CM-IN-10101 (12-23-43) €0

S EE———— COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN CXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 394



:‘".‘

@ SECRET )

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Loadon 13/1113%)
To: AJWAR

No, 3T93 Dec 32, 1943
osneny Armd Cars. Thirty Italiss priscosrs captured.

| Fronch in contsct with enemy esst of Pichom O seven
| tvo.

4.CIF, ninetesenth T Rgt (Combat) and one Bn five
three one Bhore Regt sttached to Mediterransan Bass
Bection Oram for work on airfialds.

5.,WIF, fourteen Dec Co C Forty First Armd Inf less
| first Platoon moved from Bouk E1 Arbs Du Rharb to
Petijesn., First Bn one seven five Engr Hgt attached
to Atlantic Base Bection Casablancs.

6. Alr, twelve B Beventsen aircraft abandoned mission
to Gabes and 8fax due to cloud cover over target. P
Thirty ;nrt airoraft destroyed two émemy sircraft snd
one probably over Tebessa and Youk Les Balns. P
Forty aircraft destroyed mbout thirteen trucks with
trallers and ome tank twenty miles WEW Esirouan,

Fifty five mortles by tramsport aircraft, Twenty Dec
RAF flevw one two nine fighter sorties mnd nineteen
Sntisubmarine sorties leading to ome sighting and one
attack, destroyed two ememy aircraft over Madjexz El
Bab dash Bouk E1 Arba, one Bpitfire crash landaed,
pilot safe,
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Genersl location enemy forward elements pre-
viously reported confirmed as result our patrol
activity. Ko reports received of sany enemy
offensive activity im southern Tunisia, Except
for light shelling of thirty aix brigade front,
much activity reported within enemy lines east
of Nedjez El Bab and active patrolling through-
out northern Tunisian sector (part one land G
two report for twenty four hours ending twenty
four bundred Z twenty one December (parts two and three
will follow) enemy situationm spparently remains
static. AGWAR UEFOR td Troopers information
adv ETF CTF WIF EAC twelve AF from G two
Freedom signed Eisenhower.

Fo S8ig
Action Copy: G=2EA
Info. Copies: OFD

OO AAF
LOG

Ci-IN-10154 (12-24-43) 0058 £ mve

Anmm—_—tl 0ec24 R
2
SEOTTE Ty, COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED :
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/, 2 Ei:é



SECRET

~ WAR DEPARTMENT ;
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

- INCOMING MESSAGE &=, .,

alt 13552

PRIOERITY

REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED

“ o
excellent and our bombers and :lt[htlrr muﬂd
in destroying in combat twenty three enemy/AC;
probably destroy four E/C destr conalat-
ing of one B-aeventeen; three ! B - ty aixea;
five P-thirty eights and one P-forty; and two A/AC
mission totalli mn B-twenty five and one F-
four. Tota :

f Th | i
an plr.'l.nll IH ﬂﬂ:r thr&l ASC I.n-t lnd tﬂ A/C
missing. On twelve December meventeen B-seven-
teens attacked Tunis Harbor, docks and shipping.
Forty two and one half tons "ot high explosives were
dropped with mumerous hits obaerved on docks,
shipping and shore installations. Later in thn
day nine B-twenty sixes were dispatched against
SBousse Harpor. Weather forced their return. Om
thirteen December, fifteen B-weventeen attacked
Tunis docks and shipping dropping thirty seven
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Ko, 811, December 33, 1943

one helf tons high explosives, Results good, with
direct hites on docks and shipping sinking cargo
vessal. At the same time elovon P-seventeens
bombed the Bizerte docks, Twenty two and one
half tons of high exploaives were dropped with
numercus burste observed directly on the target.
Later in the day nineoteen B-twenty fours attmck-
od the Bimerte docks dropping thirty seven tons
of high explosives on the docks snd quays, Six
B-twanty fives attacked Bousse Harbor dropping
Eix and one half tons of high explosives report-
ing direct hits on one large ship in harbor and
anothar at the docks., Five B-twenty sixzea sttnck-
od an importent railrosd bridge morth of Sfax
with ten and one half tons high explosives scor-
ing many hits, Ageain on fourteenth December,
twalve B-twenty fours attecked Bizerte harbor
dropping thirty tons of high explosives, BSeven-
teen B-sevonteens stiancked the Tunis docks,
Forty two sand one half tons HE were dropped.
Results reported as excellent, Two missions

of nine DB-sevens each dispatched againmt the
Railroad Marshalling Tards st Sfax. Seven tons
of high explosives were dropped in the first
attack and nine tons were dropped on the

second. Large firea were started and more than
fourteen bursts were obsorved directly om the
target. BSix B-twenty mizes sttacked shipping

at Sousse from nine hundred to twelve hundred
fest, At least threes vessels reported hit.

Om fifteen December, twelve B-seventeons sttanck-
od the Bizerie Naval Base dropping thirty tons
high explomives. Seven B-saventeans nt tacked

. ﬁ-l'-lﬂl aa {““IH]
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From; London
To: WAR

No. 911, December 32, 1943

the Tunis Docks dropping twelve toms of high
explosives with excellent results, Seven B-
twenty sixes and six B-twenty fives attacked
Tunis Airdrome with hits on hangar and A/C-

on field, Four DB-sevens attacked railpsad - -
vards at Sfax., Three A twenties sttacked two
strategic bridgea, one at La Hencha and one
southesst of Eerker dropping ® total of three
tons of high explosives on the two bridges.
8ix DB-sevens attacked Pont Du Fahs dropping
six tons of high explosives. On sixteem Dec-
ember, twelve DB-aevens attacked a railroad
Juctinn at Mateur dropping a totsl of eleven
and one half tons of high explosives and
twelve DB-sevens attscked Massicault dropping
ten tons of high explosiveas, Om seventeen
December, eighteen B-seventeens attacked Tunia
Docks as a primesry target with La Sousette as 2
secondary target. Another eighteen B-seventeens
bombed Bizerte Docks. Twenty seven and one half
tons high explosives were dropped on Tunis and
fifteen tons high explosives on the secondary
target La Goulette, Forty tons high exploasives
dropped on Bizerte, BResults good in each

case with many hits reported. BSix B-twenty
five and five B-twenty sixes dispatched to
bomb shipping north of Gulf of Tunis., FNo shipping
located and planes returned with bombs., HNine
DB-sevens and three A-twenties attacked Gabes.
Nime DB-msevens and three A-twenties sttacked
Djedeifa landing ground., At least fifteem A/C
were observed on ground snd many believed de-

pgﬂ"’lONﬁ

QRIS

CH-IN-10160 (12-24-42)

e e ., COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

2q

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ /.2 ¢4

pad

aaavd



SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Page 1V

From: London
To: War

Fo. 911, December 22, 19432

stroyed. Omn eighteen December, thirty six B-
seventeens attacked Bimerte Harbor dropping
elghty nine and ome half tons of high explosives,
Large majority of bombs directly om target.
Bomba were also dropped on two Naval Vessels
off Bizerte, a direct hit being scored om a
light cruiser setting it afire. Five B-twenty
sixes and six B-twenty fives sttacked Sousse
marshalling yards, Direct hits were reported
on reailroad station, s roundhouse, s freight
train and many bursts in the yards. Twelve
DB-sevens sttacked Bt Cyprien and Mateur.

Bix dropped five toms high explosives on
landing northeast of Mateur. Many E/AC
seen on field, many of which were destroyed.
The remaining six dropped six tons of high ex-
plosives on the railroad yards at Mateur dam-
aging the yards,

Fo gig
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From: Algiers
To! Most Immediate AGWAR
No 3742 December 33, 1943

Follow from Consul Doolittle at Constamtine
"Information (to AGWAR from Freedom) from Tunisia
shows that an alarming economic situation will face
the Allies on-entry into Tunis., Axis forcea are
distributing to Arabs (from Eisenhower for Marshall
for Becretary Hull from Murphy) all rema
stocks in Tunis and Bizerta of clothing edible oils
and wheat which they are unable to ship to Europe.
The olive oil crop will apparently be lost due to
requisitioning lack of fuel and effects of bombard-
ment, If general unrest is to be avoided throughout
the country stocks of supplies both food and textiles
must accompany Allied forces or arrive immediately

fter them."
No Big
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From: Alglers
To: AGWAR

No. 2726, December 32, 1042,

I have noted personnel of the Civilian Missiomn
| to be attached to the Civil Affairs (to AGWAR from
Freedom Algliers) Staff and suggestions as to the

| general procedure for handling non military opera-

[ | tions in North Africa for the time being (for Marshall
for Becretary Hull from Murphy signed Eisenhower).

_Beference your one one nine. Before making any recom-
mendations as to formal organization of staff I shall
avait the arrival of persommel and further information
as to the view of the 0f' "~~~ of Foreign Territories
and the details of the Combined United States dash
British organization referred to in your cable.

The Board which has been constituted aa the North
African Economic Board is intended to serve Es a means
of coordinating the civiliam supply requirements with
the supply and transportation requirements of military
operations. General outlines of a plan for such =
board were discussed in a preliminary manner at a:com-
ference at Gibraltar several weeks ago between Generals
Gale, Smith Sawbridge, Hamblin, Brigadier Lewis, Mr,
Murphy and others. It seemed at that time and it still
seemns that some coordinating board is necessary under
present circumstances and so long as military comtrol
continues in the area, the Board has been constituted
agcordingly with a dusl civil military chairmanship.
Murphy and General Gale, and a permanent executive vice
chairman whom Qeneral Gale and Murphy will decide upon,.
The Board also includes the G dash one and G dash four
Allied Farce Headquarters and certain of the officers
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and civilians who have comprised the Civil Affairs
Section thus far. This group hag met twice in an
effort to make as much progresss as possible toward
an early solution of the moat immediate economic
problems. I am of course carefully keeping in mind
your R three four four one of November two three re-
garding the faot that the SBecretary of State has
been empowered by the Presidemt to conduct civil
affairs in North Africa. There will go forward to
you by wire during the next few days certain further
requests as to the shipments to be made forthwith
which represent the recommendations of the Board
mentioned mbove. I will forward by mail the order
constituting the Board and the terms of reference.

Fo Big
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From: Algiers
To: AGWAR
No. 2812 Dec 22, 1943

CINC promised General Dastier and Admiral Femsrd that no
publicity would be given to visit and necessary stepa were
taken here, From Mack signed CINC (to Foreign Office rptd AGWAR
Washington) reference Poreign Office fifty one of twenty
first to Algiera. Locsl French are opposed to publicity st
present. General Eisenhower a with this view and could
not in any case assent to publicity without consulting
Genersl Dastier himself should have reached Gibraltar this
afternoon, CINC feeals that press discussion of visit and
ita results would only have effect of complicating situstion

Fo S8ig.
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SOPPLEMENTARY CORRECTION

From: Loadon
Tor AQGWAR

Fo 2888 December 71,1042

They have been a great burden but I under-
stand that nessures are underway wheraeby am
f quickly ms civil and militery matters may be
4 “:," Sven reasonably well separated 1 can be reliesved
’ of direct responsibility for nost of these things,
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Sitrep fifty three Dec twenty,
One Naval, No reports,

Two ETF. On south flank nineteen Dec (to
USFOR, AGWAR, Trooper from Freedon Algiers) six
Armd Div patrole located one mero mero Italians
on nine two Inf Rgt fifteen miles SW Pont Du
Fahs. Enemy Inf tem and half miles B¥ Pont Du
Fahe. Two German cos seven nd half miles mouth
Pont Du Fahs. Night nineteen twenty rec six
Inf Iskillings Fusvliers six miles BE Goubellad
raided by about two plats which were drivem off,
Twanty Dec one enemy Inf Co six miles BE
joubellad one four two zero Z. In the center
2ineteen Dec meven eight Div contacted enemy ten
uiles KN¥ Medjez El Bab and nine miles B¥ Mateur.
On the north slight ememy Arty and Air activity
thres mix Brig area afterncop twanty Dec. Troop
lenations: Third Parachute Bn nine miles NE
Beaja. Parachute Brig six miles FE Beja. First
and Second Parachute Bns three miles east Souk
El Khemis, Bixth Commando nine miles NE Djebel
fbiod. First Commando nine miles morth of Beja,
Other locations remain about the same with Six
Arad Div on south flank vieinity Teboursouk.

KIC force from Bix Armd Div operating standing
patrols. In the center guards brig at Medjesz E1
Bab, BSeven eight Div with eleven Brig east and
NE of Beja. Three six Brig along Mateur dash

Qi-IN-9860 (12-22-42)
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To: Agwar UN £ 851F g

No. ngm December 21, 1942

Djebel iAbiod road with leading elements twelve
mile~ west of Mateur.

Three Algiers. Co A (Light) seven zero
Tank Bn is enroute from EAF by road and rail to
Tebessa for employment with Freanch. One zero
Seven Ca (AA) Bn arrived by motor from CTF.

Four Air (signed CINC) thres alerts a*
Tebessa. No damage. Thirty transport sorites
were flown. Anti submarine patrols resulted
one sighting and one attnck., Night seventeen
sighteen Dec Malta Wellingtons attacked Tunis
docks with three toms of bombs. La Grulette
Cotks with two and balf tons bombs. Resulting
in large fires and explosions in fuel storage.
Eighteen Dec Bisleys attacked Bizetta docks
with twelve tons of bombs and dropped three two
Zero zero gero gero leaflets over Gabesji Sfax,
Tunis and Bigerta, Night eighteen nimeteen Dec
fifteen Wellingtons sorties on Tunis with sixteen
tons of bombs, Damage caused to railroad yards,
Phosphate quays. Fuel depots and electriec
railroad depot. . Bame ni Albacore bombed BSousse
barbor with hits on side of harbor, Action
USFOR imformation AGVAE end Troopera,

. No Big.
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o

It appears that Rabat residemcy are still facilitating
Jourpeys of Frenchmen to and from Metropolitan France
and rely on cooperation of German Embasey Madrid in case
of difficulites. Reference Tangler telegrams repeated
to Alglere numbers four, five and six. Signed Hartle,
Lysutey made worse impression than usual. H M Consnl
Geperal Tangier considers that he is untrustworthy and has
little real influence in Morogco, but believes he would
like post as En of French Worth African Administration
either to Englend or United Btates.

Ho Big.

Note: WDCEC unable to identify references.
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From Algiers
To: AGWAR

No. 2537, December 21st, 1842,
Fifty second SITREP nineteen Dec.

One naval X submarines of Malta Foltilla (to USFOR
AGFAR Trooper from Freedom Algiers) report: Fourteen
Dec leading- of two SE bound escorted merchant
vesssle off Bizerta observed to be torpedoed probably
by another of our submarines X enemy burning X second
ship aleso torpedoed and sunk X after some hours leading
ghip seen to blow up X same position fifteen Dec two
bhits obtained on eacorted Merchant Vessel X results
uncbserved X fourteen Dec probable hit on merchant
vessel of Cagliarl X seventeen Dec, saw~ positionm X
two probable hits on merchant vesseland two on destroyer.
Four motor torpedo boate carried out offensive sweeps

rom Bone sixteen Dec X minor enemy alr activity
ncountered X no other results. Agreement on French
shipping signed Alglers elghteen Dec X two six zero
Zero zero zero tons on charter to Allied Cine X two

one Zer0D Zero ¥ero zero tons economic needs North and
West Africa as approved by allied CINC. Three merchant
vessels damaged night eleven twelve Dec by Limpet or
human torpedo attack salvaged®nd berthed. Destroyer

on antisubmarire sweep off Oran Torpedoedand sunk.X
six officersénd one six seven ratings plcked up. French
Naval trawler torpedoed off Casablanca. Two survivors
of creaw of twenty two.

Two EYF X on south flany gix irmd Div holds cross
roads 0-8096 X cross roads eight miles east north easst
of Medjez El Babfnd road junction five miles NE Medjez

CM-iN-9283 {1 2/21/42)
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No. 2337, December 21st, 1542, Page 2

E1 BAB, carrison at two latter places each approxi-
mately one Co with Mgs, Enemy armd carand Inf patrols
observed night eighteen uineteen Dec ares cross roads
O-aight zero nine sixand at oross roads four miles

east Goubeclat. Cross roads seven and half miles

east south east Medjex E1 BAB gtrongly held by estimmted
enemy battalion. In the center wvigorous patrolling
seven eight Div day nineteen Dec without contact.

SBigned CINC X three half tracksand one mssault gun

of Co B recavered night sixteen seventeen Dec. On the
porth flank three six Brig reports enemy patrol activity
increasing. BSlight artillery activity at dusk eighteen
Dec. Deep patrols report no contact night eighteen
nineteen Dec., Second Lothians passed through Souk
Ahras sight eighteen nineteen Dec.

Three RAAF force X French report: They occupy
Pichon X enemy light tanks three miles from Pichon
at one five zero zero Z X Fald shelled by artillery
one two zero zero %L X Enemy concentrated at station
De Pavillier O-nine zero.

Four air X operations easterm Algeria limited
dus to rain. 7Twelve DB seven aircraft with escort
attacked railroad yards at SFAX with eleven tons of
bombs X ope hit on roundbhouse X many hitas in yards
starting fires X heavy accurate antiaircraft tire
encountered X on return escort made reconnalssance
BFAX dash FAID road X report no activity X all planes
returped. Ten routine patrol sorties by fighters
in Oran area. Eighteen Dec RAF flew one three one
fighter sorties X nineteen Beaufighter sorties X
twenty three fighter bomber sorties X thirty four
reconnaissance sorties X and two PRU sorties X
action USFOR information AGWAREnd Trooper.
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No. 23678 December 31, 1943
Bitrep fifty three Dec twemty.

One Naval, No reports,

Tvo ET¥. On south flank nineteen Dec (to
USFOR, AGWAR, Troopar from Freedon Algiers) six
Armd Div patrols located one mero merc Italians
on pine two Inf Rgt fifteen miles BW Pont Du
Fahs. Enemy Inf ten and half miles S¥ Poat Du
Fahs. Two German cos seven nd half miles south
Pont Du Fahs. Night nineteen twenty rec six
Inf Iskillings Fusvliers six miles SE Goubellad
raided by about two plats which wers drivem off,
Twanty Dec one ensmy Inf Co eix miles SE
Goubellad one four two eero £, In the center
aineteen Dec meven eight Div contacted enemy ten
uiles NEW. Medjez E1 Bab amd nine miles BW Mateur.
On the north slight enemy Arty and Air sctivity
three six Brig area afterncon tweanty Dec., Troop
lorations: Third Parachute Bn nine miles NE
Beja. Parachute Brig six milem NE Beja. First
and Second Parschute Bns three miles east Souk
El Ehemis, Bixth Commando nine miles ME Djebel
fblod, First Commando nine milem north of Beja,
Other locations remain about the same with Bix
frmd Div on south flank vieinity Teboursouk,
NIC force from Six Armd Div operating etanding
patrols. In the center guards brig at Nedjes El
Bab. BSeven eight Div with eleven Brig east and
HE of Beja. Three six Brig along Mateur dash

aaidissviong
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Djsbel Ablod road with leading elements twelve
mile= west of Mateur.

Three Alglers. Co A (Light) seven zero
Tank Pn is enroute from EAF by road and rail to
Tebessa for employment with Fremch. One mero
Beven Ca {AA) Bn arrived by motor from CTF.

Four Alr (sigmed CINC) threes alerts a*
Tebessa, No damage. Thirty transport sorites
were flown. Antl submarine patrols resulted
one sighting and one mttack. Night seventeen
sightesn Dec Malta Wellingtomm attacked Tunis
docks with three tons of bombs, La Grulette
c¢ocks with two and balf tons bombs. Resulting
in large fires and explosioams in fusl storage,
Eighteen Dec Bisleys sttacked Bigerta docks
with twelve tons of bombs snd dropped three two
ZeTO Eerc Eero sero leaflets over Gabesji Sfax,
Tunis and Bimerta, WNight eighteen niteteen Dec
fiftesn Wellingtons sorties on Tunis with sixteen
tons of bombs, Damage caused to railroad yards,
Phosphate quays, PFuel depots and electric
railroad depot. . Game Albacore bombed Scusme
barbar wvith hits om side of harbor., Actica
USFORE information AGWAE and Troopers,

No Big.
Actiom Copy: OFD
Info. Conilear fi-d BPMR. 0=0. OO AAF, COGN,
808, BOS~TAG, G=1, Gen. Deane {mﬂg
Adm, King, Gen. Persons (L & L Div.
LOG, 0-3 1
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PRIORITY

From: Alglers
Tot AGWAR

Number: 2671, December 21, 19432

Air part two G two report ending twenty four
bundred Z twenty Dec for preceeding twenty four
hours. German air mctivity. Bomber recce. Normal
patrol morthern half western basin between dawn and
fifteen fifteen Z made by two JU eight eighte.
Southern half{ recce between dawn and early evening
by same number. Bombers, During morning two
Sicilian based JU eight eights active off Tunisia
gﬁl:ihlg convoy escort. Landed Gabes midday returned

ase late afternoon. Ome JU eight eight shot dowm
by fighters battle sarea. Twenty fifteem Z Tebeses
bombed by at least ome aircraft. Transport. Eleven
JU five twos from Naples and one from Palermo

landed Tunis one zero zero five Z. Between geighteen
hundred and nineteen hundred Z three F¥ two hundreds
left Sicily for Castel Benito. During afterncon

from Castel Benito elevem JU eight eights returned
Bicily. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers information

ady ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AF from G Two eigned
Eisenhower. Part three Navy. Gudson aircraft
attacked U slant B thirty nine degrees forty five
minutes north five degrees thirteen minutes east at
twelve fifty six Z. Normal gsubmarine patrols by
Germans and Italisns west basin with decrease west of
Gibraltar. Several U slant B patrolling north of Azares.

Ko 8ig
Continuation of CM-IN-0512 (12/23/42)

ACTION: G-2
INFO, COPIES: OPD, CG AAF, GEN, DEANE(CC/S8), ADM, KING

CN-IN-0541 (13/32/42) 1033Z bjm

RO T copy No. 41

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

f
BN ~ m.fjf

BESLASEIED. 55 rsme 00
. D, -
NLR 101 s 3 or Sec. 3.4

By RT, NARA, Date_ +//,3] ¢4



e masi=s s

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

YAED 83 ¥DCC
n/1Tipe Dec 33
spl 0734 T

ARl

BUPPLENENTARY CORRECTION

From: Loadon
Tot AOWAR

Fo 3888 December 71,1942

They have been a grest burden but I under-
ttand that pemsures are underway whareby as
quickly am civil and military matters may be
Gven reasonably well separated I can be reliesved
of direct responsibility for nost of these things,

FOOTROTE: Attention invited to CM-IN-8542 (13,/22/42)
Gen Deans (CCSB)

ACTION COPY: QEN DEANE (CCB)

INFO, COPIES: OPD, 5GS, ADM KING. .
CM~IN-9573 (12/22/42) 16212  mew
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CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER
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PRIORITY

_ REGRADED
From: Algiers UNCLASSIFiE »

To: Ax
No. 8872 December 21, 1842

Enemy activity limited to patrolling and
one unsuccessful raid.

Part one land Northern Tunisia G two report
ending twenty four hundred Z twventy December for
preceeding twenty four hour. Slight enemy artillery
activity sarea west Mateur afternoon. Third Company
eight sixth German Infantry Regiment identified
from dead German after patrol contact Oued Eebir
Dam (0 eight one nine two). Eight wheeled armored
cars contacted area Oum E1 Abouab (O seven
eight eight two). Air Hecce reported thirty tanks
vicinity point O nine three nine four. Following
estimate enemy strengths have been reported: QOae
Company Germans area J seven zero one seven dash J
seven three one seven and two companies area O eight
seven nine four. Also one to two companies Italian
nine twvo Infantry Regiment area Djebel Fkirine
(O nine two eight eight) dash O eight zero eight onme,
Aerial recce reports no movements seen roads Pont
Du Fahe to Ain E1 Askar to Tunie to Pont Du Fahs to
Cheylus to Tunis to Marsiccult to Medjex E1 Bab.
Eneny counter attack Pichon after French reoccupation
repulsed nineteen Dec. Fifth company Italian nine
two Infantry Begiment identified from prisoners

(CN-IN-9512 13-32-432)

S
sEREii—— COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

DECLASSIFIED |
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/ 2/¢d



» SECRET

-
WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

From: Algiers
To: AGWAR

No. 2872 December 21, 1942

captured heighte twenty five kilometers north of
Pichon. AEWAR USFOR reptd troopers information

adv ETF CTF WIF eac Twelfth AF from G two Freedom
eigned Eisenhower. This report and identification
vicinity Djebel Fkirine suggest that probably two
battalions this regiment occupy the forward positions
of the Buperga Division sector covering line Pont

Du Fahe Djebibina Esirouan,. Bouthern Tunisia.

No enemy offensive action reported. Parts two and three
follow. Eestimated strength Italisns remairing
Maknassy one hundred,

No Big
dction Copy: G=2
Info. Copilea: OFD
CG AAF
General Deane (CCS8)
Admiral Eing
log y
REGRADED
UNCL: £3:FIED
CM-IN-0612 (12-22-42) 07032 ensg
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REGRADED
From: Alglers UNCLﬁ.SﬁlFlED

To: AGWAR
Number: 2671, December 21, 1842

Air part two G tvo report ending twenty four
bundred Z twenty Dec for preceeding twenty four
hours. German air sctivity. Bomber recce. Normal
patrol northern half western basin between dawn and
fifteen fifteen Z made by two JU eight eights,
Southern half recce between dawn and early evening
by same pumber. Bombere, During morning two
8icilian based JU eight eights active off Tunisia
possibly convoy escort. Landed Gabes midday returned
base late afterncon. One JU eight eight shot down
by fighters battle arem. Twenty fifteen Z Tebessa
bombed by at least one aircraft. Transport. Eleven
JU five twos from Naples and one from Palermo
landed Tunis one zero zero five Z. Between eighteen
hundred and nineteen hundred Z three FW two hundreds
left Sicily for Caetel Benito. During afterncon
from Castel Benito eleven JU eight eights returned
Bicily. AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopere information
adv ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelfth AF from G Two signed
Eisenhower. Part three Navy. Gudson aircraft
attacked U slant B thirty nine degrees forty five
minutes north five degrees thirteen minutes east at
twelve fifty six Z. HNormal submarine patrols by
Germans and Italians weat basin with decrease west of
Gibraltar. Several U slant B patrolling north of Azares.
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Continuation of CM-IN-D512 (12/22/42)

ACTION: G-3 ~ G/
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_ NAVAL MBSSAGE 7,0,0, 15164721

1IN Recevieds 22/Dec/d42 |
L1
Timet 0141
iddressed; Admiralty
hepeateds C. in C. Med B =irigD
" Vi, Melta, & ;ﬁ’,:;*'mum

V.h, Gib, BTy

B.i.D. Washington 25 1973

AF.H,Q, London —— »EETTIED
Froms N.C.X.F.

Situation report number 37,
- L KF 5, BTRA gdoed in
position 16”7 52' Horth 00° 34" west at 0231/21/12
and was taken In tow by LAFOREY until 1430 when ship
was abandoned on mecount of fire. Large number of
boats were lowered initially. YERITY hes lended 1167
persons from these at Oran. 200 women known to be safe,
Military personnel disembarked to escorting destroyers,
Two personnel ships ere to go forwerd to Bone with escort
eugmented by LURORA end SCYLLA. Remalning troops
for Bone will be ferried in LCI's from Alglers.
2a Bene, L C M trenzport ferry in operation

to Teberka. L C T's transporting to La Calle,
15164721

F.M,
sdmiral

iir Marshall
Gen, Macrendy

Adm, Russell Willson (=2 }
C.0,8,

Plans

Brig. Dykes ()"

N.I,

Lt. Col, Cook

E.D.G. Parsonal

5.0.

N.M.C,5
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In Recevieds 22/Dec/s/d2
Timet 0141

iddresseds Admiralty

DECLASSIFIED
hepeateds ¢, in €, Med JCB MEMS, 1117-78
: Yo Meitk; w obe, BATE MAY 55 1973
Vadia q‘ltl..
B.hu.D. Washington W
AF.HoQ. London 7" 7
Froms B.CiX.F, 2

V.4

Situation repopl number 37,
1. KMF 5, OSTRATHALLAN torpedosd in
position 316% 52' Worth 00° 34' west at 0231/21/12
and was taken in tow by LAFOREY until 1430 when ship

was pbandoned on esccount of fire. Large number of

boats were lowered initislly. VEBRITY has landed 1167
persons from these at Oran. 200 women known to be safe,
Military personnel disembarked to escorting destrovers,
Two persorrel ships are to go forward to Bone with escort
augmented by &URORALA end SCYLLA. Remaining troops

for Bone will be ferried in LCI's froz Alglers,

2% Bone, L C ¥ trsnsport ferry in operation

to Tabarka. L C T's transporting to La Celle,
15164/21

F.M,

admiral

Hir Marshall

Gen, Maoreasdy

Adm, Russell Willsen (2)
C.0.8,

Plans

Brig. Dykes (B)y—"
N.I,

Lt, Col, Cook
£.0.0. Personal

8,0,

h.M C,8
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= DEFERRED
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= CINC MED.
TOR CODERDOM 1323[94_41;‘ |2 |VA MALTA PRIDRITY

= VA GIB £
DECOOED BY _WALL ACE/ — 15 gﬁﬂ HASH Rﬁm

g AFHQ LOKLON DEFERRED
PARAPHRASED BY RN L : Al s A e e TV
INDIGATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.

1516A/21 NCR 14935
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DORIGINATOR FILL IN DI.TE I.HIJ T”‘E Lo PR : D_I.TE o T Tlf_l_[_ Lt .EET

TEXT

(FROM BAD BY HAND)

F=00

= SITUATION REPORT NUMBER 37

Foo1s 1e KMF 5. STRATHALLAN TORPEDOED IN POSITION 36-52 NORTH

Foo | fg=34 WEST AT @l231/21/12 AND WAS TAKEN IN TOW BY LAFOREY

" | PERSONS FROM THESE AT ORAN. 2¢f WOMEN KNOWN TO BE SAFE.

—— WILITARY PERSONNEL DISEMBARKED TO ESCORTING DESTROYERS.

F-31 | Tw0 PERGONKEL SHIPS ARE TO GO FORWARD TO BONE wWITH ESCORT

— | AUCMENTED BY AURORA AND SCYLLA. REMAINING TROOPS FOR BONE

— WILL BE FERRIED IK LCI'S FROM ALGIERS.

izl (- I BONE LCM TRANSPORT FERRY IN OPERATION TO TABARKA.

LCT'S TRANSPORTING TO LACALLE.

DECLASSIFIED
JC8 MEMO, 1-17-78

BY DBS, DATE MAY 05 1973

Make original only, Tlullﬂ'r to communieation waich officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

A B0 seveammewi ewiwtied SFFSCE 16— EIALA-1
/o Ny ;’_‘a

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date %zfﬂ

LV ]

va

| UNTIL 43¢ WHEN SHIP WAS ABANDONED ON ACCOUNT OF FIRE. LARGE
7] NUMBER OF BOATS WERELOWERED INITIALLY. VERITY HAS LANDED 1167



AXWAR 2
gmc

ACTION COPY: G-2

s
} SRR
o -

WAR DEPARTMENT

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER
riled 22/0030 z [NCOMING MES%@E:. 1942

From: London
To: AGWAR Wash DC

No 5875 December 21, 1942

Forelgn office summary number trnti ﬂ":
twenty one December one nine four two, panis

Morocco.

H M Consul General, Tangier, has been reliably
informed that Italian Armistice Commimsion have
been assured by Spaniards that they will be
permitted to proceed to Itmnly vis Spain.

Tvo members of German Armistice Commission
are reported to be at liberty and to be
;-t:blilhlng propaganda orgenization in Tangler.

pain

Munoz Grandes arrival was marked by
boisterous behaviour of Falangists and he is
said to be indignant at being received like
2 popular footballer. Incident may make him
realize that conditions in Spain are not what
Germans had led him to believe
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 11BRARY

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
¥o Big ORDER BEC ARMY BY TAG PEEM

Wl | 5 ?9?2 I‘n ﬂ_" .

INFO COPIES: OPD, CG AAF, GEN DEANE(CC/S), LOG

CH-IN-8579
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FILED 1730/21 December 33, 1943
BYC 0TM 2
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From: Algiers . ! 2%
To: AOWAR \J 'h\x_ . &y
No. 2688, December 21, 1942 : \\'

The very difficult situatioo that has resulted
from the character of the internal sdmipistration
necessarily set up here may have poesibly been
elightly improved by visit of the Degaullist General
Dastier. To AGWAR for Combined Chiefs of Staff and
to USFOR for British Chiefs of Staff signed Eimsen-
hower, KFAF pumber forty eight., In approving the
suggestion of my civil affairs mection that General
Dastier be allowed to make m visit here, it was
felt that friendly and personal LPA mote between
him and bis brother, who is on Darlen's ataff, would
throw some light on m complicated situation. It
was hoped this might make for greater tranquillity
and control in this area where subversive activity,
f#ifth columns and untrustworthy officials are for-
ever making it impossible for us to dismise these
things from military calculations.

Actuslly Genersl Dastier srrived here day be-
fore yesterday on what he described as an "official
mission"”, wheress he was invited only for persomal
conversations, Unfortunately also his arrival was
upsonounced and temporary difficulty was encountered
im soothing his wounded feelinge and in sssuring
locsl people he did not mesn to sttempt a coup detat.
His apparent intention was to make sn extensive sur-
vey of the country, its political sentiment and its
present comdition. In addition he talked about the
trensfer here of Free French Forces, now in the
Middle East, and desired to dimcuss future strategy

FRANKLIN D. n-::np;erLJY}!BHAW
=IN= - CLASSIFIE 5
(CM-IN-9542 12-22-43) E{ESLEILE».&SJ'--'“;"”'“" BRANCH

SEp 19 1972
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No. 2688 from Algiers, 12/21 PAGE 2

for invasion of Burope. These last two reasons
appear o academic at the moment that only the first
eeems to represent to Giraud and others here his
real purpose. In spite of bad atmosphere so created
I feel that some small start may have been made in
the task of promoting mutusl understanding. 1
arranged with great difficulty for conversations
between him and others here as suggested by foreign
coffice in ABFOR three six six but I am now urgently
adviesed by General Giraud to avoid allowing Dastier
visit to be unduly prolonged because both General
Giraud and I have important forces engaged in a
critical venture and everything that might tend to
veaken and disturb the rear ie of vital concern to
us,

It is as true as ever that complete military
occupation of this territory by the Allied force
shonuld be undertaken only ss a final and inescapable
measure. We are trying to make a system work here

hich is admittedly full of defects from every stand-
oint, both at home and here. We know that many

etty and even some prominent officials all over

orth Africa are either straddling the fence or

re actually antagonistic. In this diverse popula-
ion there is no general enthusisem in support of

he war and there is no question that various re-
erses to us would be intenmified in effect becaume
f trouble in the rear and in the interior, which

e civil administration might not be “r“t enough
to control completely. This factor merely incresses
the tasks normally involved in a military operation,
0 you can understand how earnestly we are seeking
to prevent internal frictiom, at least until the
difficult problem in Tunisia can be solved.

41335004 0 NITHNYUL

A8 03121351030

26l 61 d3S auvuen

Because of these thinge I have decided that
since the basic purposes of his mission have been
accomplished General Dastier will return to London
promptly. He cannot fall to have information om
which his group there can determine whether or not
there is immediate prospect of Frenchmen in the
two camps getting any clomer together. While he
states that he has orders to "appease” local Degaul-

HONYYE NOLLYDIdISSY102a sar
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No. 26888 from Alglers, 13/21 PAGE 3

lists so that they will not repeat nor hinder present
military operations the local French insist that this
intention is not consistent with the continued prop-
agenda attacks made through the Bragzaville radio.
The attitude of Giraud is that before unanimity of
positive effort can be mccomplished between opposing
French camps there must be achieved neutrality,

which would be represented by cessation of propaganda
attacks and by liberation of prisoners. Dastier
spolte very enthusiasstically of his talk with Giraud
and he definitely sensed the unfortunate hostility
caused here by propaganda and priconer questions.

1 have carefully kept my relationships with
Darlan on & military basis, and he clearly understands
this. But our military situation has continued to
be such as to make all of these civil matters an
essential part of active operations. They have been
# great burden but I understand that measures are
under way whareby as quickly as civil and military
mattere may be even reasonably well separated I can
be (*) direct responsibility for most of these things.
I y1i

11 !Iglr ﬂli’-%tld-

This revi is submitted because I anticipate
that Dastier might poesibly allege, upon his return
to London, that he was not givem full opportunity
for carrying out all the things in North Africa he
Was directed by Degaulle to do. The fact is that his
intentions during this trip far exceeded anything
that anyone here considered wise as a first atep in
the intricate but highly desirable business of com-
posing differences between the Fremch camps. He has
been given full opportunity to talk to his brother,
Giraud, Darlan, myself and, according to my informa-
tion, any other individuals in this city he desired

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY

DECLASSIFIED BY:
JCS DECLASSIFICATION BRANCH
SEP 19 1972
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to see QPREX expressed profound gratitude for the
efforta we made to facilitate his mission,

No Big

(*) Omission being merviced.

Action Copy: Gemeral Deane (CCS)

Info. Copies: OPD
8G8
Admiral King
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“ NAVAL MESSAGE 7.0.0, 11024720

I Receivedy 21,12,.42
Time & 0640

Addressed: ADIIRALTY
Repeated ¢ Cs in C, Med,

Velo.falta mu“ﬂ,‘n
V.4, Glbraltar JEB MEMO.
AFUH.Q. London wv ons, patepAY 25 973
BalioDy Woshington
From t NaCoX.F.
SITUATION REPORT NO, 36,

Agravment on French shipping signed
18 12. Ships on list 4 on charter to hllied C. in C.
EEG,DQG tons; on list B opurated by French for
ueonomle nueds of HWorth and Bast hfrice es epproved
by Allied C, in C. 210,000 tons.

24 Reports of submarines of !Maltas Flotills
opurating in Western Med. es follows -

A) F 46 on 14/12 off Bizaerts obsarved
leaving shio of two B.E. bound
ascorted 9V to be torpedoed and
burning. Attack probsbly by H 212,
Loter seccnd ship of £,000 tons hit
by one torpede from P 4E subsaquently
ancther torpedo fired and enemy =amnk.
Some hours leter leading ship scen
to blow um. On 15712 insame position
obteined two hits on e socorted 4,000
ton M/V result unobsérved on account
of exceptionally efficient counter
sttack,

(B) P 228 patrolling off Caglisri ruports
one probable hit on M/V on 14/12. Also
two probable hits on M/V and two on
destroyer A..ls on 17/12.

3e Bonée, 4 M.T.B.'s carried out offensive
gweep PoM. 16/12, only sncountered minor enemy sir
activity.

+a Alglers, E{PIRE CENTAUR HARI"ATTAN and
OCEAN VANQJISHER all salvaged snd berthed. Fermer
two rrqulr: uvuntunl d:ciiggfgsr repeirs, Letter

Toured “Tonsy

,-m-fpn :
v 1 PAR GE on A/5 sween was' torpedoed and
sunk in position 35 S0 M. 0l 35 W, at 0817/18/12. J

PEHH. racovered six offievrs and 167 ratings.

Lo French nuvel trawler PEITOU torpedoed by
German U=boat at 2085 17/12 in nosition 33 23 N.
08 22 W. Two survivors of orew of 22.

Full ~Brig. Dykes (8) ; )
Admirsl Nre Ligegz0
alr Marshsell Lty Col,s Cock

dun. Macread 8,0.(0) Personal

hdms Hussel Willson {2}

Calaba Su04

Plans NaMsCuls
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ﬂPIﬂIHlTDﬂ m:. Il IJITE IHD TIME ’ DATE TIML EE'I

b TION REPORY
1. AGREEMENT ON FJ.FJGH SHIPP I KG Bl\giﬁgaiﬂ.ﬂ!- BHIPS ON

ACTION

20| LIST A ON CHARTER TO ALLIED C IN C. 26,#§9 TONS, ON LIST

——{ B OPERATED BY FRENCH FOR ECONOMIC NEEDS OF NORTH AND EAST

7| AFRICA AS APPROVED BY ALLIED C IN C 214,649 TONS,

% | 2, REPORTS OF SUBMARINES OF MALTA FLOTILLA u?r-:nnnuu IN-

——  WESTERN MED. AS FOLLOWS-

F-11 (A) P 46 ON 14/12 OFF BIZERTA OBSERVED LEAVING SHIP

2 OF TWO 8.E. BOUND ESCORTED M/¥ TO BE TORPEDOED

o AND BURNING, ATTACK PROBABLY BY W 212. LATER

ey S8ECOND SHIP OF 6,@¢¢ TONS HIT BY ONE TORPEDO

— FROM P 46 SUBSEQUENTLY ANOTHER TORPEDO FIRED ANDI L™

7 ENEMY SANK, SOME HOURS LATER LEADING SHIP SBEEN -

i TO BLOW UP. ON 15/12 IN SBAME POSITION OBTAIMED

::; THO HITS ON ESCORTED 4,8¢¢ TON M/V RESULT UN-

o OBSERVED O ACCOUNT OF EXCEPTIONALLY EFFICIENT
COUNTER lT'ﬂBK. DECLASSIFIED

JCH MEMD, 1:17-78

oGl

Make original u1§. Deliyer o communlestion walch officer In person, (Ses Arl 78 (6 NAVREGS.)
.'F//_:-' e _,'."-'-"’l:: —rirr e BB ETESSERT Feinies dee  B—ZENLE-|
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UH'IEF[M.TI:II FILL IN EI_iTEﬂ'_l'l"E_ DATE -l _'Il.l_l_[ acT
TEXT
— (B) P 228 PATROLLING OFF CAGLIARI REPORTS ONE
= PROBABLE HIT ON M/V ON 14/12. AL8O TWO
PROBABLE HITS ON M/V AKD THO ON DESTROYER A.M.
F=0015 BH 1?;12.

#=7 | 3. BONE. 4 MTB'S CARRIED 'OUT OFFENSIVE SRMEEP P.M. 16/12,
ONLY ENCOUNTERED MINOR ENEMY AIR ACTIVITY,

4, ALGIERS. EMPIRE CENTAUR HARMATTAN AND OCEAN VANQUISHER
ALL SALVAGED @@ AMD BERTHED. FORMER TWO REQUIRE EVENTUAL
— DOCKING FOR REPAIRS. " LATTER FEARED CONSTRUCTIVE TOTAL LOSS,
~== | 5. PARTRIDGE ON A/8 SWEEP WAS TORPEDOED AND SUNK IN

"7 | POSITION 35-5¢N @§1~35W AT $817/18/12. PENN. RECOVERED SIX
| OFFICERS AND 167 RATINCS.

~=7 | 6. FRENCH NAVAL TRAWLER PEITOU TORPEDOED BY GERMAN U-BOAT
) AT 2985 17/12 IN POSITION 33-23N @#8-22W, THO BURVIVORS OF

VCND

CREW OF 22.
RECeIVED BY COM/NCH THREE COPIES DELIVERED TO 2¢-G
ERom -
BY DES, DATE K A = [
BY Make origlnsl only. Dellver to commusication I-n:l l.ﬂﬁ! In persas. ; (Ben Ari. T8 () N.I.TIEG:B.?”-” i
DECLASSIFIED
=4L0H1123H.M33nr31¢ 34
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From: Algieras
To: Agwar

No, 3600 December 230, 1843

Have discussed situstion with Anderson
(to Agwar and USFOR from Freedom Algiers)
review number twenty mix reference review
number twenty five. Thers has been some
tuprovement in the supply situatiom in
forward area. (To Agwar for Combined Chiefs
of 8taff and to USFOR for British Chiefs of
3taff migned Eimenhower) this is sufficient
to justify an offensmive about Christmas
which sho"ld affard us a fair chance of
success, Weather will be s big factor.

No Big

Note: Review #25 was CM-IN-85886 (12-14-42) Gen. Damne.

Action Gpy: OPFD

Info. Coplem: EEH e .
nara ane : MH‘I
Adniral King o.ngimN D. ROOSEVELT U0

LE

- nED UN -
¢ oEDEl;E EESL;'LJ:.:-'LY BY TAG «m
e e
CM-IN-8128 (12-71-42) 11178 e
COPY No, &°
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From: Algiers
To: AGWAR

No, 2587, December 20, 1942

Following from High Commissionsr in
French Africa for transmission to addressees in-
dieated (to AGWAR from Freedom Alglers) from
Eisenhowar for Marshall for Secretary Hull
from Murphy. "Haussaire A Georges Picot one seven
one three Tyenty Becond Btreet Washington, Three,
Une Mission Militsire Francaise AIX ETATS UNIS
VIENT DETRE CONSTITUEE. ZXELLE SERA COMMANDEE PAR
LE OENERAL BETHOUART ET COMPRENDRA INITIALEMENT
CINQ OFFICERS. ELLE SERA CONDUITE AUX ETATS UNIS
PAR LEMAIGRE DUBREUIL CHEF DU BUREAU D' ETUDES DU
GENERAL COMMANDANT EN CHEF. QUI RESTERA LUI MBuE
QUELQUES JOURE A WaSHINGTON POUR LA PRESENTATION
ET L INSTALLATION DE CETTE MISSION QUI BE METTRA
EN ROUTE INCEBSAMMENT, JE VOUS BERAIS OBLIGE DE
BIEN VOULOIR. EN ACCARD AVEC LUS AUTHORITIES
AMERICAINES slg BONT PREVENUEE DE CE VOYAGE PRE-
PARER L'ARRI DE CETTE MIBSION QUI D'APRES LES .
INSTRUCTIONS QUI LUI ONT ETE DONNEES DEVRA AGIR
EN LIAIBON ETROITE AVEC VOUS. VEUILLEZ PAR LA
mmnumnmxmwmm:
GRAMME FIN. Four to same, EN VUE DEPART IM-
MINENT MISSION ANNONCEE PAR PRECEDENT TELEGRAMME
DESIRERAIS CONNAITRE D' URGENCE POSITION A SEKEE
PAR ATTACHE COMMERCIAL ET NOB PRINCIPAUX CONSULS
AUK ETATS UNIS FIN. To American Embass enos
Aires for Hoopenot. JE VOUR RENMERCTR TRL.E-
GRAME, BITOT OCCABION S% PREBENTERA JE COMPTE
VOUS UTILISER.. VEUILLEZ RATTENDRE MES INSTRUCT_
IONS QUE VOUS FERAI PARVENIR PAR MEME VOIE FIN,
To Capitaine Daru Assistant Military Attache French

Cu=-1IN-0412 (12/22/43) 0230Z ms

AV WM 30 017 2

e coPY K.
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Page 11

Fromt Alglers
To: l}l{ll

No. 2587, December 20, 19842

Embassy Washington. VOMDNIRA WFB EST REPLIE A
ALGER, VOUS OFFRE PENJFE PLACE DANS NOUVEAU
BERVICE ET VENIR ICI, FAITES CONNAITRE VOTRE

DECISION,

High Commissioner also inquires regard-
ing status of French Consuls in United SBtateas
and whether if they are functioning the Depart-
ment would approve his communicating with them,
I should be grateful for Departments comment
on the general question of communicstion by High
Commiassioner with French Representatives outside
this area especially those in the United States,
With current insdequate transmission facilities
and delays of censorship messages from High
Commissariat Algiers take up to two weeks to
arrive st destination and some apparently are
never delivered It is reported that some French
Represéntatives abroad due to fallure to receive
any assurance of support from local suthorities
are realignipg themselves with Vichy. Accord<
ing to a BBC broadcast French Consulate in Lon-
don continues to funetion. Is this confirmed?
Following is a list of French Representatives

abroad who have signified their support of Darlan,

One legations having jointed Darlan and notified
governments to which accredited of this fact,

Legations at La Paz, Bogota, Havena, Santo Do-
mingo, Commercial Attaches Madrid and Lima, Con-

sulate and Charge D'Affaires Costa Rica, two Legat-

ion at Lisbon requested support of British and

COPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
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Page 111

From: Alglers
Ton AGWAR

¥o. 2587, December 20, 1843

American Legations to their notification of adher-
ence to Dgrlan so it may continue to function,

Three consulates at Tangier, Tetusm, Larache

Lims 8nd Rio de Janeiro, four individual diplomats
outeide of Prench Africa Ambassador Peyrouton now
at Buenos Aires, Hoppenot Minister at Montevideo
now at Cordoba, Georges Picot Comselor of Embassy
Washington and greater part diplomstic and comsular
personnel Esbassy Washington, Naval and Aily Attaches
at Madrid who continue occupy respective posts.

Five diplomats who informed Darlam of rupture with
Vichy without clearly specifying they were placing
themselves under his orders De Lafourcade Minister
at Dublin, De La Tournelle ﬂlll‘;l D'Affaires

Buenos Alres replaced there by Vichy appointed man,
Press agencies adhering to Darlan all Havas Agencles
South Amerieca,

No Big
ACTION COPY: OPD FRANKLIN D. ROQSEVELT LIERARY
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED

INFO. COPY: G-2 for S8.D. 8GS8 ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG PER
MﬂT 24 1.3{31 LB A o)

ll.l.“.l.sz DEC 22 1942
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From: Alglers
To: Important AGWAR

Ho. 32575, December 20, 19432.

Incremsed snemy patrol activity west of
dateur. Part one, Land first Army (to AGWAR
USBFOR adv ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth Air Force from
Freedom Algiers) sector of G two report for
twenty four hours ending twenty four hundred Z
mineteen December. Esatimated one enemy company
with machine gune each reported ares J six two
four three and farm J seven one three nine, Area
& seven one three three reported strongly held by
speny estimated one battalion. Epeny armored car
and infantry patrols reported east of crose roads
at 0 eight zero mine six. Alr recce reports no
movement seen twelve thirty & Medjez Tebourba
on area each eide of roade from Tebourba to
Djedeidn to E1 Bathan to Magsicault to Dnedeida to
8t Cyprien to Medjez, nor was any movemeni secen
in areas Pont Du Fahs snd Mohammedia. Enemy activ-
Lties this sector last woak believed dirécted
strengthening defenses regrouping defensive forces
along mpproaches to bridgehead. At same time con-
tinued build up of enemys armored and mobile forces
east and southeast of Medjez E1 Bab, which hame
been covered by considerable patrolliog activity,
probably indicates the enemys intention of also
anking s local offensive thrust on our southern
flank with Medjez primary objective. It is antici-
pated enemy will employ same tactice as et Tebourba.
Bouthern Sector (AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers infor-
aation Adv ETF CTF WTF EAC Twelfth AF from G two
Freedom signed Eisenhower). French report reoccu-
pation Pichon by them and incressed enemy asctivity

CM-IN-8181 (12-21-42) ‘)
23
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Wo. 3573, Dec 20/42 From: Algiers Page TWO

wvest of Ksirousn including movement light tanks
toward Pichon. Ton enemy srmored cars reported
destroyed emst of Pichon by sur fighter planes.
Freoch also report strong enemy detachment at
Pavillier (0 nine mero)., Faid shelled twelve
bundred £. In Sousse Sfax Gabes area the tendency
2f enemy has been further to gafeguard his lines
of communication by extending and enlarging his
outpost positions, Parts two and three will
follow. It is belleved the Bousse Kasirouan
position i® mow merged into Maiu Bizerts Tunis
bridgehend positiom.

Ho Big

Action Copy: G-2 £~/

info. Copiesm: OPD
CG AAF
Gensral Deane (CC/E) .
Admiral Eing el 1
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No. 3575, December 30, 1942,

locreased enemy patrol activity west of
dateur. Part one., Land first Army (to AGWAR
USFOR mdv ETF CTF WIFT EAC Twelfth Air Force from
Freedom Algiers) sector of G two report for
twenty four hours ending twenty four hundred Z
nineteen December., Eatimated one enemy company
vith machine guns each reported arem J six two
four three and farm J seven one three nine. Area
J ®seven one three three reported etrongly held by
ynemy estimated one battalion. Enemy armored car
&nd infantry patrols reported east of cross roads
8t O eight zero nloe six. Alr recce reports mo
movemant seen twelve thirty £ Medjex Tebourba
on arem each side of roads from Tebourba to
Djedelida to E1 Bathan to Massicault to Dnedeida to
5t Cyprien to Medjez, nor was any movemont seen
in arsas Pont Du Fahs and Mohammedia. Enemy mctiv-
ltiea this sector last week belleved directed
strengthening defenses regrouping defensive forces
along spproaches to bridgehead. -At same time con-
tinued build up of enemys armored and moblle forces
esgt and southeast of Medjez E1 Bab, which has
been covered by considerable patrolling activity,
probably indicates ths enemys intention of also
asking @ local offensive thrust on our southern
flank with Modjez primary ohjective. It is antlci-
pated enemy will employ same tactice me at Tebourba.
Bouthern Sector (AGWAR USFOR reptd Troopers infor-
astion Adv ETF CTF WIF EAC Twelfth AF from G two
Freedom signed Eisenhower). French report reoccu-
pation Pichon by them and increased enemy mctivity

CM-IN-8161 (12-21-42) ’}
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No. 2573, Dec 20/42 From: Alglers Page TWO

west of Kairouan including movement light tanks
toward Pichon. Ten ehemy armored cars reported
destroyed east of Pichon by our fighter planes.
French also report strong enemy detachment at
Pavillier (0O nine zero)., Faid shelled twelve
bundred Z. In Bousse Sfax Gabes area the tendency
of enemy has been further to safeguard bis lines
of communication by extending and enlarging his
outpost positions. Parte two and three will
follow. It is believed the Bousse Eairouan
position i# nmow merged into Majiu Bigzerta Tunis
bridgehead position.

Fo Big

Action Copy: G-2

Info. Copies: OFD
CG AAF
Genaral Deane (CC/8)
Admiral King
LOG
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Priority

From: Algieras
Toi Important AGWAR

No, 2572 Dec 20 1942

Delighted to lesrn of Murphys appointment (to

AGWAR frow: Freedom Algiers) to ministerial rank.

Fromn Eisenhower to General Marshall, He is doing

splendid work daily and his promotion, in view of

his intimate participstion in all past negotiations,

is hﬂl.nku immediate effect in galvanizaing cooperative

action. is morning on my representations and without

proof of sny overt, Darlan ig removing from office the

MayOor of Constantine whose influence we feel sure is used

egainst us. MM

Ve sy

It is important slso to get rid of Chiatel W

delay but I have not been able, so far, to name to

Darlan & qualified and acceptable replacement,

Fo =mig

¥VDCMC invites attentioa to CM-OUT-6349 (12-18-42) OPD

detion copy: OPD

Info. copies: Adm. King

Gan. Deane (Adm. Leahy)
log

M IN-B9BS (12-21-42) 0314 2 Jrp
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PRICEITY
From; Alglers
Tot AGWAR
No 2537 December 20, 1942

The following is a translation of a communi-
cition dated December fifteen from Admirsl Darlanm.
From Eisenhower to Marshall for Becretary Hull from
Murphy. "High Commissioner for French Africs ad-
vises that in application of article twelwve of
declaration signed December seven by Admiral Darlan
Governor General Boisson sand Jensral Eissnhower
necessary instructions bave been given for immediate
release and transfer to British territory of all
interned subjects of United Nations in French West
Africa High Commissioner would be very apprecistive
if by way of reciprocity the French citizens detained
mentioned in letter December o from General
Eisenhower to Governor General Bolssom cou 2ty
released at enrliest possible date™ I would thank .
you to have (to AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) fore-
going conveyed to attention competent Allied suthori-
ties and should mppreciate your sarly advice regarding
action taken by the latter.

No Sig

.'.ct:nn Copy: OPD —-11#';5!5{ ‘ﬁ'-t- f

Info. Copies: G-2 (BEtate Dept) -
TR General Deane (CCH) . 1N 3??1

Log
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From:  London T d

To: AGWAR _ & ;’7/%1#‘*“‘“’"
A

No. 5830 Dec 20, 1042 7 5 ;

Bouthern Sectqr:; Much activity on roads towards
Kairousn snd Pichoh Lroe northeast and east reported
by air recce at mero mine three zero Z. From G two
Freedom signed Eisenhower, AGWAR USFOR reptd
troopers information ADV ETF CTF EAC Twelfth Air
Force. French report active enemy patrolling to
northeast west and southwest" and south from Pichon
(0 seven five two three) and southwest id mountains.
Numerous tenks also SFAX dash Fand ROPQ) (question).
New identifications nome, This is paraphrase of
NR two four nine eight from Algiers dated Dec one
nine one seven three sevem §. Following first Army
Sector of part one and of @ two report for twenty
four hours ending eighteen December twenty four
hundred Z enemy astride road J seven two one six,
Enemy infentry and tamks reported J seven three two
two. Enemy patrol ambushed J seven one three two,
Cyoss roads J seven one three three reported clesr
of enemy but mortor fire from point to southeast
and twenty one enemy vehicles seen area J seven
three three geven, Enemy patrols contacted area
J four thizce seven three. Medjex shelled without
damsge. No further ememy ground activity reported.

No Big

Action copy: G-2
Info. Coples: OFD

CG AAF
Gen. Deane (CC/B)
Adm. Eing Log
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Fromi: London
Toz AQGWAR

Fo., 2487 December 18, 1942

One of the seemingly obvious lessons of (to AGWAR
UBFOR from Freedom Algiers) this campaign to date is
that, in general practice, we are far behind the enemy
in the samounta of light flak made available to ground
troops and forward aerodromes, HAF number m'l!' seven
to AGWAR for combined Chiefs of to
British Chiefs of 8taff signed Eisenhower. This
relative deficiency shows up with particular effect
because of the comparative greenness of our troops.
Our experience to date shows that the dive bomber,
unless through our own carelessness it happens to
encounter a most vulnerable target, has much greater
moral than material effect. Actual personnel losses
resulting from this form of attack are quite moderatej
but as a preliminary to tank and infantry advances
egainst comparatively raw troops, it is quite devastating.
Our own airplanes, attempting to operate at low altitudes f
over enemy ground forces and serodromes, invariably
encounter severe flak and = high rate of casualty, On
the other hand we have been far less successful in this
regard and this fact creates among ground forces an
ineistent demand for & ‘so-called air umbrella, Normally
the air force cannot provide this and still execute |
essential tasks in defeating the enemy fighters and
long range bombers and in escorting our own bombers.

I recommend that these matters be given the most
earnest attention, net only in all training programs
but in the matter of devising appropriate equipment and

CH-1N-9153 (12-21-42)
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From: London To: AGWAR No. 2487 Dec. 19 Pg 2 dm

including it in strong percentage in all combat formations.
For static defense of serodromes and other fixed install-
ations the effort should be to provide a maximum of
weapons with a minimum of personnel and with mounts so des-
igned that some protection to operating personnel can be
quickly provided through digging of pits or throwing up

of revetnents. In this connection the anti aircraft
weapon on fixed mount in half track is so exposed
particularly in barren country, that operating persomnel
apparently has to become seasoned before it will stick

by the weapon and operate it effectively. All personnel
must be indoctrinated with the comviction that the best
defense against a low flying plane is a well directed and
intense volume of fire from every available weapon,
According to experienced airwen it appears that when

the enemys losses begin to mount he will be reluctant

to undertake this particular type of attack,

No Big
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Para one. (To UBFOR AGWAR Trooper from Freedom
Algiers) Naval, no reports.

Para two. ETF, on south flank all quiet fromt of
gix Armd Div night seventeen eighteen Dec. During
day enemy astride road six miles BE Goubellat.

tanks and Inf reported emroad five miles eaast
Goubellat one eight-zero mero Z. In cdenter seven
eight Div reports cross roads eight miles east south
east Medjew E1 Bab clear of enemy one three one five I
but mortar firing from this vicinity to south east.
Twenty one snemy vehicles reported area of road
junction nine miles east nmorth east Medjex El 3ab .
Enemy shelledind bombed Medjen E1 Bab bridge, no damage.
On north flank iavee six Brig reports inf patrols
ten miles west south west Mateur during night seventeen
eighteen Dec. No other enemy activity. :

Para three. RAF- force, five armored cars with
thirty Germans and Italians from Eairouan entered
Pichon during the afternoon, French im Pichom
withdrawing.

Para four, Air, five B twenty six and six
B twenty five aircraft attacked Sousse Railroad)
yards, direct hits on railroad station, two mero zero
Zero feet of track, freight train buildings, and
roundhouse, quarter mile box barrage mm&md, two
B twenty six shot down, four ships in harbor all
firing. Thirty six B seventeen aircraft attacked
Bizerte Hesrbor and shipping with four four toms
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bombs from two three zero zero zero feet, hits

made squarely on t, hit on light cruiser
resulting in fire, attacked by fifteen enemy
fighters, destroyed three, probably two,

four, minor damage our planes by antiaircraft

fire, one B seventeen shot down by enemy aircraft
near Testour and one crash landed near Le Kef,
crow safe. Twelve DB seven attacked Mateur and
dispersal area to NE with twelve tons of bombs ,
railroad yard dasaged and many planes destroyed on
ground, all aircraft returned., P thirty eight
Sorties destroyed four trucks thirty miles Tunis,
destroyed one enemy aircraft over Gabes, damaged
locomotive north of BEfax, Thirty two troop carrier
sorties night seventeen eighteen Dec. ~ Of eight
Bisleys dispatched same night, five lost by enemy
action and ona on takeoff. Four alerts at Tebessa,
no military casuslties., Le Eef bombed three times,
no casualties. Thelepte 5 eight four bombed, one
P forty destroyed. Fifteen Beaufighter sorties
over Surcouf H nine one, Bone, and Djedjelli night
Eixteen seventeen Dec, one enemy aircraft destroyed.
Three PRU Spitfires intercepted seventeen Dec,

two destroyed and one damaged. Thirteen antisub-
marine sorties seventeen Dec, one sighting, one
attack. One three four RAF sorties seven Dec,
no claims, no losses. Twenty seven Wellingtons
from Balta successfully bosbed Tunis seventeen Dec.
Air distribution: Thelepte (8 eight four) thirty
fighters, Youks Le Bains fifteen fighters, fourteen
light bombers, Sojksew Brba sixty one fighters,
three night fighters Dome:thirty eightifighters; weven
fight fighters, sixteen light bombers, Canrobert
(six four seven three) twenty light bombers,
Phillippeville one fighter, Telergma (L seven five)
six fighters, eighteen medium bombers ¥ Djedjelli
one fighter, Bi (Q two serc) eighteen fighters,
forty four heavy bombers, Algiers including Maison
Blanche and Blida twenty six fighters, nine night
fighters, eleven Rcn, thirty five troop carriers,
twenty eight bomber Ren, Oran including la Senis,
Tafaroui, Nouvion O one six eight and Relizane O
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page three from Algiers to AGWAR No 2488

five six nine sixty one fighters, forty four troop
carriers, Oudjds eight Ren, Casablanca thirty two
fighters, twenty ome light bombers, thirty (1]

troop carriers, actiom information AGWAR and

Trooper,

No Big
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From; London
To: AGWAR Wash DC

Fo 5820 December 19, 1842

rorelgn Office summary fo_ixo txg Nowth
Africa in response to engquiry from M Molotovw

we are informing Soviet Government fully about
political arrangements in North Africs as defined
by US Government, and of our owa policy and
position there, As regards future we are
azplaining that we consider situation should

be closely watched and plans lald for emergency,
when militery situation is clear, of s regime in
North Africs round which whole French Empire and
forces of resietance in Franmce could gather inm
common effort. We are making it clear that,
while we will, s0 far ss we ourselves ares con-
cerned, do our best to keep Boviet Jovernment
informed, latter should continue to discuss
North African affairs primarily with US
Government

¢l gl

ﬂ!’?%ﬁ% HA
JIALASSVIONN JIavaoad

AEVHEIT ITIATS00U 0 NITENVEL

O LR

0L, w31 ovi, 29 &

We are suggesting to US Government that
they should give Soviet Government full and
prompt information of developments in North Africa,
and whenever possible of US imtentions.

Brazil H M Embassy have been told by
official at Ministry of Foreign Affairs that
French Embassy have been denied permission to
send or recelve telegrams even in the clear,
Individual messages from members of the staff,
conveying allegiance to Darlan have aleso been

stopped.
Na Big G%Qﬁ'
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From: Alglers
Toi AQWAR
No 2485 December 19, 1942

1. Iron ore stocks at Algerian mines (to
AQWAR-repeat for USFOR from Freedom Alglers)
negligible., Corrected quantities at ports eight
eight four three zero zerc tons of which two zero
five three zero gero tons with phosphorus comtent
below point zero two zero percent specially desired
for making low phosphorus hematite iron in United
Eiogdom.

2. Low phosphorus stocks at ports are,
Port of Bona Ouenza iron ore sixty thousand tons.
Bouglie ores Bou Amrane sixty thousand and Timezrit
twelve thousand, Les Faleaises ore Falaises two one
gero sero gero, Algiers ores Rouina A-three five
gero sero, Zaccar three five zero zero zero, Port
Romain ore Gouraya four eight zero zero, Port Breira
ore Breira nine thousend, United Eingdom Foreign
Ore Department have all details analysis. To AGWAR
for Combined Chiefs of Btaff and to USFOR for British
Chiefs of SBtaff signed Eisenhower. For the Btate
Department from Murphy, NAF four five, with further
reference to your R-three six eight four and to our
one four nine six. Bome time must elapse 3
shipments resumed from Bona as C sm reports
1oa: . M_i!ﬂbuf!hla. maged. Bougie
congested only dccasional despatches can be axpected
157 some weeks. Le# Faluises not a very suitable
port at present twenty one feet draft and open.
Port Romain also unfavorable for shipments.
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3. Balance stocks six seven nine sero zero
sero tons of ade ore bigher in phosphorus or
containing undesirable elements, Bonm ore Ouenza
lime one four sero sero gero gero iron dry four
tvo point two three silica eight point seven eight
lime eight point nine eight phos point zero one six
EAnganese one point seven five. Lime content too
high for use in United Kingdom. Bougie ore Gueldaman
eleven thousand. Phillippeville ore E1 Halia
eleven thoussnd. Djidjelli ore Bidi Marouf two
three mero gero zero. Benisaf ore Keloucha two
hundred thousand. These will be despatched United
Kingdom as tonnage available. Off grade ores
vhich have previously been shipped to United States
are:

A. Benisaf ore Benisaf smalls one hundred
percent below half inch. United Kingdom have
insufficient sinter plant:.to treat this grade
but it may suit Alan Wood or Bethlehem.
Analysis Benisaf smalls iron B Y five seven
point two five silica five point four, phos
point zero four seven nmanganese one point
one five moisture about eleven percent.

B. Port Kelah ore SBebabns menganiferous irom
dry four four point suven three silica six
point nine zero phos point smero six eight
manganese seven point zero five. This has
normally been shipped United Btates onm sccount
high manganese content

4. Npst irom ore minea are operating in gmall
way but unable increase oulput and rail tramsport
to porta owing lack fuel. Neantime existing port
stocks being husbanded for hallmst purposes.

S5, If necessary analysis all ores can be glven
but this would be long story and probably foregoing
sufficiently explsnatory practical purpose.

No Big
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From: Alglers
To: AGVAR Washington

Ko 3393 December 18,1942

For past two weeks there has been no air traffic
from United Kingdom and numbers of individuals expected
here to f£111 essential positions have mot arrived
(to AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) signed Eisenhower
to Marshall. This especially applies to activities
that have caused much trouble, including cemsorship,
press relations, counter intelligence, and political
and economic matter, 8 gradua
to 1ight much clandestine pro Axis activity im all
these matters but, due to shortage of field personnel,
it is difficult to ferret ocut and prove case on individ-
uals or to combat effect of much improvement will
occur as personnel from Btate Department, OWI and
other organizations resches here,

Darlsn stands ready to displace any official
to whom for cause we object, but requests 1 name
at same time some person scoeptable to Allies and
to local population if big emough for job. PFor example,
he would remove Chatel now if suitable replacement
were availsble. In this connection, you may have
seen Murphys message to State Department regarding
Peyrouton. 1f Peyrouton acceptsble to State Department,
I should like to have air transport arra d for him
at once and radio notice sent here. 1 believe good
effect would follow replacement of Chatel as quickly
s possible. Darlan has told me he has im mind
similar action in case of Nogues, and though this will
be somevhat more difficult, I am sure he will go

thr with it as soon as necessary conditions, be
satistied. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIB
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Do you think it poseible to get from State
Department names of Frenchmen anywhere who might
be willing to be inducted in to this setup and who
not only scceptable to allies but mem of ability
that could command general local respect in
prominent positions and would not merely stir up
animosities, which we are trying to eliminate?

Darlan continues to sssert his instant read-
iness to assist us in every possible way, but
obviously he can not be completely effective when
local and petty officials over this great territory
secretly or openly sabotage his efforts. 1 believe
he is bonestly anxious to get rid of all pro Axis
officials, but proceed on such a line he needs
satisfactory replacements. MNoreover, he must retain
his local strength that depends markedly on s
general knowledge here that the allies intend to
observe the existing arrangement with him during the
war for the liberation of France, so long as Darlan
cooperates effectively with the allied C in C for
the defeat of the Axis. He is a creature of
militeary necessity but to retain his walue as such,
he must be strong with the local populatinm,
Otherwise, it could easily happen that an order of
his for removal of a prominent but unfriendly official
might result in open defisnce, which would require
an unfortunate use of troops.

No Big
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1. Naval BITREP fifty 17th Dec mo reports (to
USFOR, AGWAR, TROOPERS from Freedom Algiers).

2, ETF., On south flank six armd div reports
increased enemy activity night sixteen seventeen Dec
on all roads from Pont Du Fahs tending to confirm report
from French of arrival thirty tanks and eight zero zero
men that area fifteen sixteen Dec, Eneamy armd cars on
road four and half miles northeast Goubellat J sixzty two

one one mero zero E. hn@wmm
approached J seven three one five, fired on, ome hit.
Infantry detachment with mortar approached same position.
Two enemy armd cars and one zero zero Inf engaged vicinity
road junction three miles HW Esar Tyr J seventy three one
four zero zero Z, withdrew apparently unhit, B8ix armd

div forward body consisting standing patrols and reserve
reported BITREP forty nine now called NIC force. In center
first guards brigade patrolled line east and NE of Medjex
El Bab six to seven miles from the town night sixteen seven-
teen Dec. No contact. Recovered one half track and ome
truck belonging to combat command B. Enemy mortar pos-
ition on front seventy eight Div three miles east Grich

El Oyed J sixty three eliminated zero nine three zerc Z,

On the north no change situation thirty six brigade loc-
ations: advance Bq five Corps one and half miles morth
Bouk El Khemis. BSeven eight div one more SE Beja.

3. RAFF Force. BStrong Amerioal patrol captured
thirty Italians night sixteen seventeen Dec at Maknassywtare

saven zaro.
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4. CIF. Co C (light) thirteen AR enroute Oran
to Bouk El Arba by motor and rail and =ix zero one TD

Bn earoute by motor,

S5, Air., Twelve DB seven and twelve F thirty
eight mireraft bombed Gabes, HNoderate antiaircraft
fire encountered. Attacked by six enemy !"h.n- no
claiss no losses. Eighteen B seventeen a nﬁ
bombed Tunis docks and shipping, intonse antiaireraft
fire encountered., Three enemy Aireraft destroyed and
three damaged. All plaones returned. Fighteen B seven-
teen aircraft bombed Bimerta docks and shipping, numer-
ous fires started including barge base, intense anti-
aireraft fire encountered, all planes returned. Twelve
DB seven aircraft bombed enemy airdrome eight miles NE
Disdaidf, all bomba inside perimester of field, firea
among planes visible twenty miles, all aircraft returned.
S8ix B twenty five and six B twenty six aircraft raided
ehipping off Tunis, failed to locate, one enemy plane
destroyed. Four P thirty eight aireraft raided shipping
off Tunis, sighting large vessel escorted by destroyers,
attacksed by six enemy planes, one epemy plane shot down,
no losa to our planes, Sixteen Dec RAF flew one nine:
eight general ren, fighter and fighter bosber soartles,
ammunition depot SW Furna hit, one enemy plane destroyed
in air, three destroyed and one damaged on ground, one
Spitfire destroyed, one Hurricane and one Bisley damaged
on ground, Fifteen Dec B seventeen aircraft destroyed
eight enemy aircraft and damaged two in raids over Tunis
and Bizerta, On fifteen Dec B twenty six airoraft attack-
ing El1 Aouina airdrome destroyed six to ten enemy planes
on ground and damaged undetermined numher, action USFOR
information AGVAR and Trooper,
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December 18, 1942

FREEDOM ALGIERS
# 260

Governor Lehman has been placed in charge of
relief and rehabilitation in all occupied territories.
Wﬁgﬂ!ﬂ}% thru WDGBI. The Governor
would like To Be representatives to North Africa
ng spon ag possible to survey as members of your stafi
needs for outright relief, am distinguished from the
roagular requirements of civilian economy which are the
responsibility of the miseion already dispatched from
Fashington. The Department believes that Governor
Lehmans representatives should be sent if there i= no
objection at your ond. The advice of General Eisonhower
and yourself is regquired.

ULIO
REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED
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No 5T98 Decesber 18,1942

How E/five eight eight four dated December one
oight cne nine one five Z from Malta to General
Eisenhowar repeated Command Post First Army. Bigot
Alibi para Malta Intelligsnce Summary two zero zero
zero A/one seven to two zero zero rerv A B Int one

aly e large and several ssall unidentified
ajrcrayt. Harbours. #essina no change., Shipping
at sea, Zero seven four zero hours three aix zero
degrees five miles one serchant vessel seven zero
serc rero tons flying a balloon two destroyers colrse
two seven zero degrees speed one five ilive krots para
two. Enemy alr activity resiricted to reconnaissance
para three, BStrikes on night December one seven/one
eight. Wellingtons dropped three tons bowbs on Tunis
docks scoring hits north of maim basin and tw one tons
bomsbs on La Goulett docks large explosion and fires
started in dockside area and fusl storage depot. OUme
Wellington unable to locate Tunis bombed landing ground
At Memzel Tomimi np Tesults observed. Beauilghter om
intruder padro over Castelvetrano Aerodrome Sicily
destroyed two J U five twos as they were taking off.
Attackad Marsala seaplane base with cannon causing fires
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¥rom Lopdon to WAR Mo 5768 December 1H,61043

and losions. Day December one eight., Beaufighters
on ngnl patrol encountered four GBM eight twos north-
bound ome four five degrees Malta and destrojyed one
dapaged remainder. Para military. MNil para civil.
Nil,

Wo Sig.
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Filed 204B8Z/18
08582

Prom: Alglers
To: War

No. 1597, December 18, 1942

Seventeenth December nineteen forty two Foreign
of number twent . Bpain, srence

SUmBATY B + HHM charge D'affaires
reports US Embassy reluctant to complain about repat-
ristion of Armistice Commission on grounds that latter
may be considered officials and Minister for Foreign
Affairs should not at present be embarrapgsed. HN
charge D'affaires nevertheless considers proteat should
b2 made so that this fait accompli may be used as

bargaining counter,

US Counsellor says that Spanish Ministry for
Foreign Affairs contemplate arrangements whereby all
forced landing aircraft and all submarines entering
Spanish Ports of both sides shall be sold to Spanish
Government and crews repatriated. US Embassy favour
this plan., HMG have not yet considered the proposal.

North Africa. Daber of French Consulate Tetuan
has given following account of recent conversations
with French Redencys Staff at Rabat:

? (A) Hogues had adopted attitude of restraint and
1

'neutrality” because he and his staff considered it im-
possible for Alliesm to maintain their position in North
Africa in face of future German reaction,

{B) Messieurs Oliver De rdan and Beillencourt
ware proceeding to Vichy on mission of Nogues. This
confirms previous report that mission was to establish

ogues attitude to Petain.
No Big

lisson between Nogues, Pletri and Petain and to explain
R
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. AR

To: Joint Staff Mission
From: Chiefs of Starr
Dated: 18th Lecember, 1942,

R ————
JLMPORTANT

£.0.8, W 397.

Your telegram No. 565 of Decembar l4th,
Bubstance of Boissan's orders regarding release
of British and Allied internees was telegraphed to
Resident Minister at Aecers on Lecember 1ith with i
instructions to release and repatriaste Vichy prisoners
83 5000 a8 he learnt that all British and Allied internees
in French wWest Africa had been released, U.5. Consul
at Dakar has now been asked to furnish Resident Mindster
numbers, nationalities and names of British and Allied
internees who have been Teleased to enable nim to fulfil
these instructions. AS socn as numbers are known in
London of British and Allied internees released in French
West Africa and of French prisoners released in British
West Afriea necessary number of French prisoners will

be relsased from U.K. to meke the exchange egual,

T.0.0. 18302/18

Bistribution

Restricted A
H.E.
U.E. Chiefs of Staff

* This telegram drew attention to
General Eisenhewer's No, 1897,

o
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From: Alglars ¥ I L

To: AGWAR

No 2375 December 18, 1042

Still limited to patrolling with minor contacts only
is enemy activity forward area,

Part one land First Army Sector. AGWAR USPOR reptd
troopers adv ETF CTF WIT EAC twelfth AF from G two Freedom
signed Eisenhower. Aerial recce reported Tero nine hundred
Z no movement seen area Medjez-Tebourba-Massicault-

_Boubeliat but moch movement area La Mornaghia J nine four-
La Nobammediz K zero four+Pont Du Fahs, no heavy trans-
port southwards. Two armd cars one hundred Infantry
engaged eleven hundred £ J seven two three two withdrew.
Increased activity reported all roads from Pont Du Fahs
tending confirm French report arrival “ME tanks a%t
hundred Infantry that area fifteen-sixteen .
report twenty four hour period ending midnight seventeen
December. In raid Msknassy night sirxteen-seventeen now
reported twenty one Italian prisoners captured estimated
one hundred killed or wounded, Prisoners all come from
eighth Coy of eighth Bersaglierk. B8tate they fought with
Ariete Division at El Alamein where they suffered severely
#ere withdrawn and reformed at S8irte into fifty Brigade.
Other elements this formation unknown. Prisoners left
Tripoli by truck comvoy two December arrived Gabes ten
Docember., Also stated small elements five Bersaglierk
in Gabes. Identification, prisomer captured J seven one
one eight from ten German Motor Cycle Battalion said to
consist of one armd car coy two motor cycle coys one
carrier coy. BSouthern sector: no enemy activity except
Pechon 0 seven two reported occupied by small enemy ele-
ments inecl two or three 1t tanks.
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Part two Navy. Part three will follow. No inter-
ceapts for some days in westera approaches to Btraite
of Gibraltar. PFive or less om patrol betwsen Gib and three
eight degrees north fifteen degrees west PRU La Maddalena
sixteen Dec showa two eight imch cruilsers and two des-
troyers these are the cruisers that left Nessina on ten
Dec, U/B escorted by aeroplans sighted and attacked by
Hudson aircraft thirty eight degrees foriy minutes north
six degrees twelve minutes east mero nine twenty Z both
deatroyed. Nine emill M/Va attacked by aircraft SE of
S8fax fourteen twenty five Z. TU/B sighted by aircraft
twelve hundred Z Gulf of Bougie. U/B dispositiona two
near Alboran laland ten between zero meridian and ten
degreea east two of which* and four more between Capes

Paloa De Gata and Tenem.

Part three air bomber recce. G two report enemy
air activity. Four JU eight eights on convoy escort in
Sicilian Channel during day, AGWAR USFOR reptd TROOPERE =~ -
from G two Freedom signed Eisenhower., Fighters, consider-
able number active over Tunis and Bizerte during morning,
Three ME one gero nines active north of Tunis about six-
teen hundred Z. BSix ME one mero nines om patrol Gabes
area zero nine three zero 5. Trafisport, thirty seven JU
five twos landed Tunis ten fifteen Z sixteen Dec leaving
an hour later for Naples and Regglo making 2 total of
forty four on sixteen Dec. Seventeen Dec. Three six
JU five twos from ‘:ﬁplu and Regglio landed Tunis between
zaro nine thirty ten hundred Z eight ME three two
threes from Pomigliano landed Tunis ten hundred-ten
trenty Z. All these aircraft had taken off again by
eleven handred £ information adv ETF CTF WTF EAC twelfth
Air Force. Two ME one one xeros two ME one zero nines
and two JU eight eights were om convoy escort duties off
north coast Tunisia. Weather and shipping recce flightse
over sea area between Sicily and zero four degrees east
carried out by three JU eight eights from Sicily between -
zero six thirty and esixteen th Z£. Long range bombers,
sbout ten JU eight eights from Bicily operated early
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From: Alglers
Tot War

No, 230d, December 17, 1042

I have been coafroated by Oirand with a demand for
single oommand of the battlefront in Tonisia with him
[T} Commander - pumbar forty threa to AGWAR for
Combined Chiefs L British
Chiefs of Btaff signed Eisenhower) in the area between
Mejes El Bab and extending south (*) 85 total of forty
thousand men organized into three or four small div-
isionm, Their employment, as covering forces is-
absolutely eswentlalto us and the sggressive use, in
the coming battle, of that portion of these forces that
will be immedistely on Anderson's right is likewise man-
datory. Consequently, Oiraod brings up the ohyious
military argusent that single command over the battle-
field is desirable for proper coordinmation., He asserts
that because he is A& very senlor and expsrienced general
of reputation and prestige, thoroughly familiar with the
terrain of the reglom and with a stroog persooal following
among the rank and fils of the french Army, be im the only
man that can possibly be designated for the job. Foliowing
my meeting with Giraud in Gibraltar, I showed him thas
impossibllity of accepting such an arrangesent and
reported folly on the matter to the CCB, Be, of courss,
roalizes that the US and the UK are furnishing the sup-
plies and mir and mechanized strength for the attack, and
that they must bear the brunt of any real offensive.
He is also smart spough to kmow that we need his forces
operating comstantly on our flank, I think he is also
nonestly concerned with winning the battle and unguestion-
ably belisves himself best qualified for the job. 1 shall
oot agree to his preposals but say have to make some
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arrangement which, while awkward, could be accepted
by me without interfering too greatly with my discharge
of easential duties,

This is just another complication arising out of
our need for French sasistance and, therefore, of dealing
with them on the basis of Allies, but we will solve it
in some way that will preserve our present clear lines
of responsibility and auvthority. This report ism aub-
mitted merely (to USFOR, AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) as
information and so you will understand that frequently
our actions and arrangements, sven with respect to the
battle, are influenced by factors which can meareely
be classed as purely military in character.

No Big
* (umission being serviced.
ACTION COPY: CCS (GEN DEANE)
INFO. COPY: OPD ADM EING LOG
CM-IN-7897 (12/18/42) 18432\ ms
A . coPY No. ©
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/, 2 I ﬁ



| g o) EEESRESe— | )|

WAR :
Filed 17/1856z2 WAR DEPARTMENT December 18, 1942
EVA CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CE

INCOMING MESSAGE
} [Batall fﬁ_g:vw & DDE” s ZEZ]‘

|
|
[ ]

PRIORITY

From: Algiers
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Our number one eight one three was submitted to
determine your immediate reactions before taking th
matter up seriously with the Freamch (From Eisenhower
to General Marshall reference your otme nine three)

Our original thought was that some Latin American
Country, possibly Brazil, might have already prepared
for service abroad small units and that the US War
Depariment might be seeking a e for immediate

and profitable employment of a ‘force., In such
event it was felt that pending the arrival of substantial
American reinforcement the presence near the Spanish
border of such a uait would be beneficial but it was
realized that the presence of anything larger than a
battalion of troops of any particular mationality would
cause t in command organisation - and
possibly in comnduct. Bince there is cbviocusly some
doubt as to the certainty of bemeficial political
result I much prefer to drop the whole matter and thus
avoid the certain complicationa, My cable of today

to CCB concera Giracd clearly (To AGWAR Washington
from Freedom Algiers) shows that I already have a

great sufficiency of this particular type of difficulty.
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From: Algiers
To: War

No. 2365, December 17th, 1042

Land, Part one. (To AGWAR, USFOR, Western
Task Force, Twelfth Air Force from Freedom Alglers)
No enemy offensive ground action reported except
patrolling. First Army Sector. G 2 report
twenty four hours ending midnight sixteen Dec.
Enemy continues defensive works with new strong
point garrisoned by estimated two companies eight
tanks ares J six two four four., To AGWAR USFOR
reptd Troopers Information ADV ETF CTF WIF EAC
Twelfth Air Force from G 2 Freedom signed Eisenhower.
Enemy mine field destroyed by our troops vicinity
J seven eight ome four. Southern Sector. No
reported ange ground situation. Remainder ninety
First 1talian Infantry Regt from which part of
Ksirousn Garrison drawn believed Bousse Sfax Area.
Thirty Italians captured night sixteen seventeen
Dec at Maknassy by American patrol identified
from eight Bersaglieri Regt. French report Gabes
ageain reinforced. Part two Air. Bomber Recce
was carried out by five JU eight eights over ses
area between SBicily and two degrees east zero
seven hundred dash fourteen thirty Z. Long range
bombers (JU eight eights) from Bicily were active.
Eight bombed targets in Bone ares mainly between
eighteen hundred and nineteen hundred £ E seven
attacked targets in Libya zero five hundred dash
gero six hundred Z. B8ix sctive over Libya eight-
een hundred dash nineteen fifteen Z. Fighter
activity mainly limited to convoy escort im which
several ME one ome zeros and one JU eight eight
were seen about twenty miles east of Cani Island
st noon, Transport. BSeven JU five two landed
Tunis twelve hundred Z, Three five JU five two t;T*
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left Castel Vetranmo for Tripoli sixteen thirty E.
Part:three Navy. U/B dispositions Western
NMediterranean five Algiers dash Gibraltar four
Algiers dash Bone four Bone dash Sardinia dash
Bixerta two between Gibraltsr and nine degrees
west one sighted by aircraft fifty minutes south-
east Cape Palos. WU over Tunisian Ports fifteen
December shows Sousse ten E/R's one probable torpedo
boat one small probable tanker st Sfsx seven land-
ing craft or self propelled barges and two small
M/V's off port:
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From: Alglers
To: AGWAR

No. 2288, Dacember 17, 1042
Eixteen Dec SITREP forty nine.
Rl
1. MNaval. British submarine reports firing four

torpedoes at ound sscorted
by three deatroyers mo es 11 » thres
hite, cireling.
S8igned CINC. Br 8 sinki Italian

sobmarine south of Bardinia six Dec,
} 4 (to AGWAR

o « Bwee

Washington and USFOR London from Froedom l{.hn} by
two wotor torpedo boats from Bone night fourteen fifteen
Dec upeventful, MNerc 4 oy IR
nine blew up thirty miles NW Oran.

2, ETF. On South flank patrol from Derby ¥
holding crossroads at O seven four nine five and O eight
gero nine five T no contact night fifteen mixteen Dec.

Boy Arada J six zero occupied b
t Dec. One car damaged.

Enemy mine fisld vicinity crossroads J seven eight ome
four destroyed one five zero zero Z. In the center Guards
Brig reports good air support. Eneamy stromg point four
miles north Grich El Gued J six three, estimated two
compani®*a and eight tanks. High ground srea Heidous J
five six four four clear of ememy, All quiet two zero
zero zero &, On north flank Thirty Six Brig dispatched
two patrols to B Rhata J four four eight two and two to
Mateur area. All quiet night fifteen mixteen Dec. New
troop locations: etanding patrols from Bixth Armd Div
consisting of Inf Co, half Bqdn tanks, two twenty five
PDR guns and two AA guns established cross rds O gix one
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nine one and J seven mero two twe, Armd car patrols from
Derby Teomanry at Bou Arada J six three xero two and cross’
rds J seven two one five, reserve consisting of Sqdn tanks,
Inf Co, Plat Arty and Det armd cars at statior De Djelida
J five mero, fifty six Rcn Regt at road junction J one
gmfnr-it. On the north a Det =iz Commandos at road
Junotion J two three eight nine,

3. Air, BRAF flew twenty ni/ne bomber and al
Ren Borties and one nine four fighter Sorties ;ﬂtnn
Dec. Destroyed two enemy aircraft, one Bisley crashed

on take off killing crew and two crash landed, crews .

safe. Forty three P thirty eight rcn and escort Sorties
fifteen Dec. Three P thirty eight aireraft on bombing
sweep of shipping, sighted five shipe escorted by several
snemy planes off Tunisian coast. One enemy plane destroyed,
bombs dropped on one ship, results uncbserved, all planes
returped. DB seven aircraft bombed railroad Junction east
of Maneur with ten toms of bombs, eight bursts reported in
railroad yards. All planes returned, second mission same.
Aircraft raid on Massicault, Hits claimed in town and
armored vehicle dispersal area. All planes returned.

Forty transport alrciart Sorties in forward area. No

ensmy encountered. Action DSFOR information AGWAR and

Troopers.
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From: Algiers
To: War

No. 2210, December 16th, 1343

Telegram as follows to the American Legatiomn
Lisbon is (to AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) quoted
for your information, From Eisenhower for
Marshall for Hull from Murphy. "The following
telegram of December six to Gibraltar and London
for British Embassy Madrid is repeated for your
information, Telephone conversation with General
Fredendalls Chief of Staff December six reveals
there is no truth in nor plightest foundation for
rumor of massscre of falangists at Oran. Persoan-
ally request you deny truth of report. BSpanish
Consul Oran being requested to telegraph a denial
to Madrid and to make a public denial today. I
am nov informed that the story of these alleged
dpanish Republican Excesses has spread to Lisben.
It would be appreciated if you would take appropriate
action to deny this unfounded story.

It is believed that similar rumors may start
in Mexico and Central and South Americs. and the
matter is called to the Departments attention for
such action ap may be deemed appropriate.
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Bitrep forty eight Dec fifteen,
Para ome Naval no reports.

Para two ETF on south flank Sixth Armd Div
Patrols night fourteen fifteen Dec report small
enemy detachments eight miles East Medjez El1 Bab.
Enemy Armd Patrol observed same general area during
vigorous day patrolling. No other contact. In cen-
ter Firat Quard Brig reported forty vehicles four
and half miles NE Medjez El Bab. Target bombed
at one two one five Z. Pilots located only eight
vehicles. BSeventy Eighth Div reports enemy post
and motor transport at road junction twelve miles
¥orth Medjez El Bab. No other contact by Seventy
Eighth Div. On north flank no change situatiom
Thirty Six Brig. Following enroute to ETF: eighteen
RCT by motnr from Algiers. First Battalion Thirty
Bixth FA by rail and motor from Oran. Two Eero
Zero replacements for Six Armd Inf by rail from
Orsn.

Para three Air. Seven B seventeen aircraft
bombed E1 Aocuina Airdrome. Heavy antisircraft
fire encountered. All sircraft returned., BSeven
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B twenty six airoraft also bombed El Aouina air-
drome with ten tons of bombs, All hit on airdrome
and dispersal areas, One plane shot down by anti-
aircraft fire. Twelve B seventeen aircraft bombed
Bigerta docks and shipping. Intense antiaireraft
fire sncountered. Bmoke pots used along target
area. Nine beaufighter sorties over Bone area
night thirteen fourteen Dec. Fifty Beanfighter
sortiea fourteen Dec over Bimerta-Tunis-Pont Du
Fahs-Tebourba, Eleven fighter sorties on patrol
of Westerm Algeria. No snemy sctivity reported.
Bixty fopur Fighter sorties fourteem Dec on escort
and patrol duty. HNine aamtispubmarine sortiem over
Algiers Bay fourteen Dec. To USFOR and AQWAR
from Freedom Algiers signed CINC. No sightings.
Fifty .one sorties by troop carrier aireraft with

freight and persoanel.
Mo Big
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F=00

—— | 1. FRENCH AUTHORITIES HAVE AGREED HAND OVER ALL ALLIED

SHIPS CASABLANCA AREA. RECUEST YOU NOKN TAKE PCSSBESSION

F-05 0¥ SEHALF OF ALLIED GOVERNMENT CONCERNED OF ALL SUCH

| 8HIPS AFLOAT AND HOIST ORIGINAL FLAG. SIMILAR ACTION

F-11 TG 5B TAKEM OVER CTHER ALLIED SHIPS WHEN SALVED.

= 2. FAENCH CREKS IF ON BOARD MAY BE REPLACED BY CREW OF

| KATIOMALITY CONCERNED IF AVAILABLE OTHERWISE ANY OTHER

ALLIEL CREW., REPORT IF SKCRT OF SUITABLE CREWSE. GSHIPS

= | sHOULD THEN BE SAILED GISBRALTAR AT NEXT OPPORTUNITY,

" | 3. FOLLOXING ARE ALLIED SHIPS IN YOUR AREA. BRITISH

"1 YoUSSIKA RENAKED ST HUGUES PENGREEP RENALED ST JAGUELINE

VRO SALIC RENAMED ST EYILE HILDE BELGIEN CYRIL HEBE STORAAX.

NOTE THAT LABT FIVE ARE EX DANES AND DANISH CREWS SHOULD

7 i
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UNLESS OTHERAWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE.

DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME DATE TIME GET
TEXT
ACTION (FROM NCXF.)
F=00
F PART 2 FINAL OF MY 2§ 3pA/16.
F=015

Sveos BUT THEY ARE BRITISH PRIZES AND SHOULL FLY BRITISH

F-05 FLAG. HORWEGIAW NYHORN BATAVIA BELGIAN CARLIER LUTCH

——{ EXWUORT ALREADY DEALT WITH. INSTRUCTIONS ON DANISH

F-11 EL8E WILL FOLLOW IF 8HE 1S SALVEL.

F-2 (4) RELUEST YJU REPORT ATTITUDE OF BELGIAK CREW
——{  OF CARLIER.
Fa1 (5) ACTION TAKEN SHUULD BE REPORTED T2 €COIIHCH

— FOR CSAS ALD T3 ADMIRALTY FOR MAT AS WELL AS T KCXF.
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From: Algiers
To: VAR

Fo. 2309 ©Dec 16, 1942

Beferring my two one two seven. Ome, Consider here that
all (to AGWAR repeat UBFOR and Troopers from Freedom
Algiers) consumers goods mentioned can be fitted into
existing convoy set up if distributed among all ships
sailing., If necessary London and Washington should agree
as to distribution between United Btates and Mt:lh:.l":d_
with early replacement of guantities from United )
Buch gquantity of wheat sbove mentioned ss can not be
supplied by flatting to mske up forty thoussands tons im
for arrangement by you with reference to one six five
four of ten December, From Eisenhower to Marshall for
Secretary Hull from Murphy. Two. Distribution of con-
sumers goods and wheat betweem three primcipal importing
aress should be as near as possible im following proportion,
Algiers four seroc percent. Casablanca feur five perceat.
Oran one five percemt. Except wheat which should be dis-
tributed Algiers five mero percent. Casablanca three Eero
percent. Orsn two mero percent, Three. Your reply num-
ber one seven eight of one five December to my one =ix
five four is under separate examination but accompanying
cable mentioned therein not yet traced here,
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 1IBRARY
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
No 8ig. ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG

LN W
Note: 2127 is CM-IN-7005 (12-18-42) OPD.
178 is CM-OUT-4892 (12-15-42) B08-Int. Div.
1654 is CM-IN-4688 (12-11-42) BOB-TAG.

Action copy: OFD
Info. copies: G-2 (8tate Dept), BOS-TAG, Gen. Deane (CCB), Log
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From: Fresdom Alglers
To: WAR

No 2181 December 16, 1843

fitrep forty eight Dec fifteen pars one naval
no reports, Pars two ETT on south flank sixth

Armd Div patrols night fourtesm fifteen Dec report
small enemy detschments eight miles east Nedjex

El Bab. Enemy arsd patrol cbserved same general
ares during vigorous day patrollimg. HNo other
contact, In center first Guard Brig reported

forty vehicles four and half miles NE Medjex El

Bab. Target bombed at one two ocne five T. Pilots
located only eight wvehicles. BSaventy sighth div
reports enemy post and motor transport at road
Junctiom twelve miles north Medjer E1l Bab. No other
contact by seventy eighth Div., Om north flank no
change ll.tul.ttnl thirty aix Brig. : enroute
to ETF: 1

Baven

Heavy antisircraft fire emcountered. All l.:l.rqu!t
returned, BSeven B tweaty six airoraft also bombed
El Aouina sirdroms with ten tons of bombs. All

hit on mirdrome and dispersal areas. One plane shot
down by antimircraft fire. Twelve B seventesn air-
oraft bombed Bimerta docks and shipping. Intense

¢
U-IN-7203 (13/17/43) 14352 ma 8o

ARG COPY No.
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT W“ OF THIS M E I8 FORMIDDEN
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From: Fresdom Algiers
To: WAR

Ho 2181 Decamber 16, 1943

antisircraft fire encountered. Smoke pota used
along target area, Nine Beaufighter sorties over
Bone area night thirteen fourteem Dec, Fifty
lnﬂlntu sorties fourtesn Dec over Bizerta dash

No 8ig
* Last portiom of Nesssge being Svod.

ACTION COPY: OFD

INFO. COPY: G-3 CO AAF CGGN BO05-TAG ADM. KING.
GEN. mﬂ (CC/8) GEN, PEREONE G-1 G-3

CM-IN-7203 (12/17/42) 14337 ms REGRADED
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No 2178 December 16,1842

Part Ope, Land. First Army Bector. Enemy activity
limited to patrolling and construction defemsive works.
G dash two report twenty four hour period éading midnight
fifteen December., Little movement seen, defensive work
continues in areas previously reported also immediately
east and southeast Mateur. Enemy detachment and Motor
Transport reported point J five five five five also forty
enemy vehicles during day area J six zero four two. In-
fantry reported near Goubellat. Air recce reports many
tank tracks four tanks S8¥ Djedeldh at point J eight three
five eight, southern sector. Bobengry offensive action
reported. Part of Eairouan garrison reported from ninety
one Italian Infantry Regt with gige medium tanks J El
Aouines (Z two two four three) reported in use detraining
transhipment point. AGWAR UBFOR reptd troopers informa-
tion ADV ETF CTF WTF EAC twelfth AF from G two Freedom

eigned Eisenhower. Unconfirmed indications enemy attempting

change construction three former French GQC defensive
lines Medenine and one nearer border to prevent in-
gress into Tripolitania from north and west., Estimate
enemy strength: combatant troops Tunis dash Bixerta area
seventeen thousand Germans, four thousand five hundred
Italiana; Remainder Quvisia two thougand five hundred
Germans, seven thousand Italians; also GAF two thousand
five hundred and services five thousand five hundred;
total thlrtg nine thousand bomber reconnaissance,part two
alir G dash iwo report: six JU eight eights carried out
recce of sea drea as far as one degree sast méro eight
hupdred two sixteen hundred Z. About six

CM-IN-7230 (12/17/42)

WS ES Ry COPY No.
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Page 2

From: Algiers
To: War

No 3178 December 16, 1943

more JU eight eights on security patml northern
half of west Mediterranean day. Long
range bombers. Bons targets night fourteen dash
fifteen. No information day sctivity fifteen.
About nine JU eight eights from Bicily bombed
target Bore area two one mero gero to two two
moro gerof. Fighters. Eight ME one mero nines
four FH VCE nine zeros seen during day Bexerta
dash Tunie srea. Trapsport. Two JU five twos
atarted for Sebals zero elght three =ero ¥. "ine
JU five twos landed Tunis from Begglio thirteen
fifty £ two eight JU five twos landed Tunis from
Haplea ten fifteen to ten fifty Z. Beventeen JU
five twos left Sicily seventeen ten to seventeen
four five Z for Castel Benito.

Part Thres, 8ea. French fleet nothing to
report. Iteslisan fleet. PRU fifteen December showa
four destroyers lying off Coulette. No attacks on
enemy shipping to report. U slant B's. No
sighti in wveatern Mediterranean. Probable
dispositions. PFive or six area Cape de Gata dash
Cape Tres Forcas dssh Cape Tenex dash Cape Palos,
Two off Algliers. Two between Algiers and Bone.
Three western approaches straits of Gibraltar. B8ix
patrolling between thirty five to thirty nine
degrees north and eleven to eighteen degrees west.

No 8ig
Action Copy: G-2

Info. Copies: OPD, CG AAF, Gen. Deane (CCB), LOG

CM-IN-7230 tufuﬂl}. 0943 law BEGRAbED

SECRET coPY No. 47
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From: Alglers
To: Important AGWAR

Fo. 2146, December 16, 1942

In mccordance with urgent recommendation from USFOR
London have agreed (to AGWAR from Freedom Algiers) that
all A 8 V equipped B twenty fours will continue to operate
from U K bases unless there is mome changes in submarine
situation (from Eisenhower to Marshall). This message °
supersedes our npumber one seven zero three dated December
one one one four five seven Z,. :

No Sig.

Note: 1703 is CM-IN-4851 (13-13-42) CG AAPF.

Actlion Copy: CG AAF

Info. Coples: OFD
General Deane (CC8)

Log
CM-IN-7367 (12-17-43) 1931 Z o
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From: Algiesra
To: &g.
Not 2143 Dec 16, 1942

During the wesk ending eleven December our
A/C flew one hundred fifty four missinns totaling
five hundred forty sorties. (For Marwhall from
Eissnhower) activities t vere seriously
hampered by heavy rains whi turned our forward
airfields into veritable seas of mud, However,

‘nine mu‘ missions wversa flown and a total of one
orty

bundred f one thousand two hundred 1bs of HE
were dropped. Beven enemy A/C were destroyed
(two A/C were destroyed in air combat, four A/C
probably destroyed and t A/C . Our
losses for the same period as a result of enemy
action were five A/C destroyed) two pilots ssfe
.and eight A/C missing). Om,: five December mixteen
S-seventeens escorted by sixzteen P-thirty eights
bombed Tunis docks and shipping with excellent
results. Thirty seven and one balf toos of HE
dropped with hits observed on docks, sheds, HR
yards and a cargo ship, Clouds of smoke resulting
from this raid seen fifty miles away. The same
day eight B dash twenty fives escorted by six P
dash thirty eights bombed Bidi Ahmed airdrome
placing eight and one half tons of HE on . the
target. One B dash twenty five was lost as &
result of this operation from intense accurate
light and heavy flak about airport. Later in the
day nine Bostons sccompanied by twenty P dash thirty
aights dropped six and one half tons of HE on: the
same airdrome, On this mission fighter escort
deatroyed two A/C. Bix Bostons also attacked a
tank concentration near Akerma dropping five and
one balf tons of HE. During the day of six December
seven Bostons moccompaniad by eleven P dash thirty
ﬂﬂtl bombed an important bridge mear I1 Bathas,
::“tg: B dagh seventeens accompanied by -:m P T
rty eighta were dispatched inst o
7 SHERE ST BANKLIN D, ROCCEVET [YSRARY

=IN= REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
bl s ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG
1" M
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INCOMING MESSAGE

Page two to AGWAR from Algiers No 2142

shipping and a total of twelve Bostons on three
m missions with fighter escort agsinst

& raillroad bridge near La Hancha, and
the BR lhttm at SBousse. Despite bad m&hr the
missions to El Bathan and Tebourba were completed
with fair results believed obtained, With continued
poor weather ope other bosbing mission was flown
dﬂl“m“ﬂimwulhiﬂn
B B8ix B dash ty five with

P dash thirty eights dropped nine
and one half tons of HE explosive; hits ocbssrved on
north end

of hfl.‘:l. Other enemy
fireraft were destroyed by our fighters om reconn-
aissance, and patrolling mission. Break down as
follows: two ME ooe hundred ninem, one ME one hundred
ten, three JU fifty twos, and one JU eighty eight
destroyed, Four ME one hundred nines probably
destroyed. Four ME one hundred nines, thres ME one
hundred tens or two hundred tems and ons JU eighty
eight damaged. Losses: four P dash thirty eights
and one P dash forty.--Nissing ome B dash twenty fi.",
seven P dash thirty eights.

Mo Big

FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT LIERARY
Aotion Copy: oPD REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
ORDER SEC ARMY BY TAG .
Info. Coples: -2
CG AAF SN R P
General Deane (CCS)
Log
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URGENT !

From: Algiers
To: AGWAR

FNo, 2138, December 16th, 1042,

General Giraud is (to AGWAR Washington from
Freedom Algiers) planning to bring approximately
fifty thousand French negro troops from Dakar to

anroute or proposed for Dakar for dry docking,
For General Marshall signed Eisenhower. Under
current conditions these troops would be nothing

but an additional burden on the already overtaxed
maintenance and transportation facilities inm North
Africa, since French troops already present camnot
be properly equipped for combat, It may be neces-
sary for me to come out in flat cppomition to
Giraud's plan, but vastly prefer a more amicable
solution because of our hope that Giraud will even-
toally develop an army here of some one hundred
fifty thousand that will operate in firm support

of Allied troops. If I could show the French that
a reasonthle quantity of badly needed equipment ,
such as light antiaircraft, antitank weapons, aachine
guns, light mortars and similar weapons, couii be
shipped at an early date as s quid pro quo for the
immediate release of these vessels for Allied shipp-
ing, I believe that they can be dissuaded from their
present intent without the necessity of arbitrary
action on my part. The inclusion of any appreciable

CN-IN-T03%9 (13/16/43)
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Fo. 2138, from Algiers to AGWAR, December 185, 1942
Page 2

amount of weapons, squipment and amsunition in the
present convoy limitation s impracticabls,
and we cannot afford to displace supplies and equip-'
ment met up for our own forces. Im the preseat
situantion, if the addition of two or three ships to
the present mize of UG convoys can be sccepted by
the Havy, I believe that these Freach vessels could
be ment to the United Btates, ibly direct from
Dakar, and could be loaded with personnel ace=-
ments for our forces, with military equipment for the
French and with commodities nesaded so badly by the
civil tion here. Such an would
narkedly ease the situation here, and I would appre-
e e N T a . arn
posmible. portcapac ] uate now to
handle this additonal load, as the condition referred
to in Homgrvell's oumber one seven eight was due to
the military necesaity of clearing coavoys to pre-
vent destruction of shipping. Please inform me what
can be done in this connection, as the first French
passenger ships are arriving Dakar today and their
initial use sust be determined promptly.

Fo 8ig

ACTION COPY: OPD
INFO. COPIES: OEN, DEANE (CC/B)
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From: Loadon (16/3230)
To: AGWAR

Fo B748 December 16,1042

Horth Africa, Netherlands Government have pro-
tested to U K Government against arrangement with
Darlan. H M Ambassador accredited to him believes
their object may be to safeguard themselves against
Foasible accusatioms of acquiescing inm @ situation
7hich might eventually be used as precedent for re-
hubilitstion of Dutch traitors such as Mussert etc,
We have received similar protests.

Para two, H M Consul Gemeral Tangier reports
that French vice consul, Rihes, at Melilla, has de-
clared for Viechy but appears to be msintaining contact
with Rabat, thus comstituting veluable limk for Noguaes.
FAe i# also likely to issue visas and passporte to un=
degirable persons wishing to resch French North Africa.
Mh,o

Para three., H M Charge D Affaires reported seven
Uecomber thet most French colonies were supporting
Tarlan, but French ambsesador was still om the fence.
Amhbassador is regarded as clever, unscrupulous and
opportunist, H M Charge D Affaires has been suthorized
to keep clear and, if approsched, to give him no help.

FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT. LI RARY
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
No Big.  ORDER szcﬁw BY TAG PER 7;,;;,_1.*
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From: Alglers
To: WAR

Ho. 698 Dec 16, 1042

In our messages nine gero seven twelve December
and nine three zero thirteen December bomber operatlons
for week ending fourteen December were covered. Seventy
five fighter sorties were flown by foorth UBA
Fighter Group during (for Arnold and Eisenhower and
Spantz from Chauncey nine nine eight) week with thirtw
five of these am escort for bombera were
convey patrols, shipping recon ﬂitﬂtn and defensive
patrols with no claims or losses.

Ko Big.

FOOTNOTE: ©07 CM-IN-5892 (12/14/42) OFD
830 CM-IN-5675 (12/13/42) OPD
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DRAFTER EXTENSION NUMBER ADORESSEES. PRECEDENCE
FROM N.C.X.F. : = 6P PRIORITY opP
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INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDRESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY !S SHISFIETURT

MOST SECRET 2132A/46 NCR 13873 PAGE 1 OF 2
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE. CHIRECAT,
ORIGINATOR FILLINOATEANDTME _ owre o e
TEXT
“—— (1) SITUATION REPORT NO. 35 P 217 REPORTS WITNESSING
701 | NIGHT ACTION ON 2/12 AND FOUND NO STRAGGLERS, AT 4515 ON
:_-:::ﬂ 5/12 I POSITION 4# DEG 23 MIN NORTH 14 DEG (4 MIN EAST
vos | FIRED 4 TORPEDOES AT 2 NORTHBOUND MERCHANT VESSELS 440d-
r-o7 | 53¢ TONS ESCORTED BY THREE DESTROYERS. 73 HITS. COUNTER
—{ ATT ACK INACCURATE. AT __ 1545 DESTROYERS ONLY OBSERVED
v= | CIRCLING.
'S | (2) TIGRIS REPORTS SINKING U-BOAT IN POSITICN 38 DEG 416 MIN
1 NORTH #8 DEG 35 MIN EAST AT 044§ 6/12 ITALIAN PERLA CLASS.
r32 | 4 ITALIAN OFFICER AND 3 RATINGS PRISONERS,
—1 (3) LA CALLE. N.0.1.C. INSTALLED 15/12.
rss | (4) SWEEP BY T#0 M.T.B'S FROM BONE NIGHT 44/45 UNEVENTFUL.
77| (5) A.B. 1836/13 EMPIRE CENTAUR HAS KOT BEEN REPORTED AS
::“ SINKING SUT WAS DAMAGED AND BEACHED. NOW BEING SALVAGED.
(6) ALGIERS. ARGCNAUT ARRIVED 15/12. ke
JCE MEMO, 117-73
BY nﬂﬂ.m-[m-r g ]9?3
Make orlginal nnl,r Dlllr" la mmunnlrltilu::tl:r::urml::c::u. (Sea Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)
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2132A/16  NCR 13873 PAGE 2 OF 2

UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRAMSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDENCE

DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME

DATE _TIME GLT

TEXT

ACTION '
ro0 | (7) EDENCRAG BLEW UP ON 45/42 WHILE IK CONVOY T E 9 360 DEG

P01 | ORAN 38 WILES.
F-015

F-0015

P07

P-11
P2

=1 3 COPIES DELIVERED TO 2¢ G

F-31
F-32
F-33

F-35
DECLASSIFIED
F=3T JCB MEMOD, 1-17.73
BY DBS, DATE
IG-00

Make original enly, Deliver to communication walch officer in person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGS.)

W 8 SOVENSMENT PRINFISE BRRCE  |B—EIR1A-1

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/, 2 Hf




- NAVAL UESSAGE 7.0.0. 21324/16

In Receiveds 16/12/42
Times 2334
Addressed: Admirslty
Repaatad; Ce in C. Uad

VA Gib,

YA lalta DECLASSIFIED

Bsh.D. Washington AT MEMO, 11778
A.F.H.Q. London WY OBS. DATE MaY 25 1973

Fromi NeCiXoFa

L ELIATE

Gituation Report Ho.3}5 P 217 Ha{nrts witnassing
night setion on 2/12 agd found no stragglers. At 1515
on 3/12 in position 40° 23' Horth 14 01! Bast fired 4
torpedoes at 2 northbound nerchant vassels 4000 = 5000
tons edcorted by three destroyers. Three hits. Counter
atteck inaccurate, At 1545 destroyers only cbserved

eireling,

24 TIERIB reports sinking U-Esat in position 318°
10' North n8° 35! East at 0140 6/12 Itallan PERLA Class.
One Italian Officer and 3 ratings priscners.

3. LA CALLE. N.0.I,C. installed :5/12.
4, Sweap by two M.T.B's from Bone Night 14/15
uneventful.
L ;
Je A.Me 1836/13 EMPIRE CENTAUR has .-not bean reported

a8 sinking but vas dapaged end besched, HNow being
salvaged,

6, Alglers, AHGONAUT arrived 15712,

7 EDENCRAG blew up on 15/12 while in convey T E 9
309° oran 30 miles.

21324/16

Fails

Aadmiral

Alr Marshall

Gan. facready '
Adm, Russell Willison (2)
Cel.Ee

Plans

Brig, Dykes (8)

Hela

Lt. Col. Cook

8.0.,0, Parsonal

5.0,

HallsCaBa

LBEB
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