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Algiers Harbour attacked on 26th \larch by 8 J . U. 88 ' s &t~UOk ln poor vloiblllty . Alrcr•ft approached very 
lo~ ond~detected by R. O.F. Fl•• over harbour ot about 200 
reot fro. 1lortn 1/ost..ord ln tlfO llnos and drcpO<td circl ing 
torpedat!S and bQ!lbs in lnner and o.lter harbour . A.lrorert 
apparently corrled two e1rclinr torpedoes end two bQ,bs each 

2 . Sotlsr~ctorlly ht vy fire ••• opened by light h/A and ahlps C R wea pons . Three aircr&ft conrt~ed shot 
down und one probable. One or these ~ay hovv rouled ~ercbant 
('!hip balloon w1r1:1 . P/fi stu te unaware or prusenoe or balloons. 

3 · Flve torped oes dropped outside thl' bre•kwatt!:rs . 
Of those t•o were blown up by rifle fire ono exoloded 
spontanvo~tly, one r~ n on to the detached ,olo ond has since 
be~n ra,ov~d and onu exploded catnst outer aid~ of £astern 
breaE.watvr . Four torrd~• lended 1n port ~r•• :wo struc~ baildln·a ond explode ~c others la&ded ashore but failed 
to ex lode. 

• · B~bs struc. unloaded EJ PIR& S1ANYanD previou&y 
torpedoed in K.•! . s. ten and broke her bacH . 

5. !!nor dnogo Include• destruction of chert 
depot bJLlding. D·~•&• to Frunch Port Dlr~ctors Building 
tJaval Cunt(•dn th~ slniotln,g or se voral french herbour or .. ~t and superficial daaege to trawler HULL . Naval caeueltt s two 
rettncs K1ll•d one ,1ss1nv atx wounded . 

~. this.. a_ttac..t ~pbaiJ,ses the vt tal t.,portance for tne protoctlon of shipnln& of on 11 :ll:'f. sH Cfl!Obl-e (ff' ~-..
tlng very low flying aircraft . It Is u der stood thut type 
~73 !ark V la now avoilobl• und will ,aet the requirement& . 
Request ,axt~u, atloc~tion as soon as praottcable . Effor ts era ulao being ~ode t o obtain suoply of u.s. tY~ s.c.R. 
582. 
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~~-24 \lEST AT 1115/24 . All AVAILABLE DESTROYERS FROt.l FOR
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F-1 

r-11 
r-2 
F-3 

F-.30 

F-31 

F-32 

P'-33 

P'-34 

F-38 ,_ 
JG-40 

VCNO 

- - RECEIVED FROM B.t.D BY HAND-· 

ALGIERS HARBOUR ATTACKED Oli 26Ttt MARCH BY 8 .N 88 16 AT .!JUSIC IN POOR VISIBILI TY. AIRCRAFT APPROACHED VERY l OW AND DE· 
TECTED OY Rl1". FLEW OVCR !-!ARBOUR AT f.BOUT 2isl~. FEET ~'""RO~ NORTH IIESTWARD I H 2 U NES A'4D .000°PED CIRCLikG TORPEDOES 
A~D BOWBS IN INNER AND OUTEr. HARBO~R . AIRCRAFT APPARE~ TLY CARR IED 2 CI RCL I NG TORPEDO£~ AND 2 BC~BS EACH. 
2 . SATI SFACTI»! I LY HEAVY F IRE riAS OPENED B'f LI GHT A/ A MID SHIPS CR l'lEAP·:>US, 3 A I RCRAFT CONr I P.liED SHOT D!h'IN AND ONE 
PROBABlE' OIIE OF THESE :.lAY tiAYE FOULED liERCHI'INT 81-' 1 f' BA:..LOOil Ill RE, P W STATE UI~AW.\RE OF PR!:SEt:CE OF !JAlLOO.~S. 

g. FIVE TORPEDOES DROPPED OUTS IDI: THE BREAKWATERS. OF THEBE TltO •"ERE 13 l.CIVN U8 f3Y fiJFLE F I RE ONE EXPLODED SI'ONTANEOUSL Y, 
CAll: frr.t, 1/11 TO TI' E DET.\CHED :.IDLE AND HAS SI NCE BEEN HEIJOVED AllD OIIE EXPLODED AGA I t;sT OUTER SIDE OF EASTERN BREA K:nATER . 
4 TORPEDOES LANDED I II PORT AREA 2 STRUCK BUILDINGS AND EXPLODED 2 OTHERS LAHDED ASHORE BUT FA I LED TO EXPLODE. 
4. BOMBS STRUCK UNLOADED EI.IP IRE STAN YARD PRE VI OU8L Y TOR• PEDOED IN KMS 1¢ AND BROKE KER 81\CK. D • CLASSIFIE O 

.JC8 M EMO. 1·1~·73 

u _s(. . o;.r"F£8 7 1974 
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took to wblcb uoit bell•••d baYe 
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aa-rr of openttoaa aa t < M •rcll. Ltuep u. 
1. &tclltll 111'87. Ia tile .. retia Ar•. I atr-a ooaatar 

attack clurtq tile aftera- aa .. rcll . 1"11e attacka coattaued 
tbroucJaout tlle atcllt . llln tt beoaM appareat tbat -t of 
our bri qeb•d poaltioaa bad bNa peaetnted the •j01'1tr of 
our troopa wore witlldrawa &aat of Wadi Zicsaou. Pichttq coa
tined throqllout 13 .. rcll. 011 the atcht of 13/14 .. reb tile 
r -tDder of our troopa were wUIIdnwa acroaa tlle Wadi . 14 
llarda ••• a 1111tet dar ta thta aector, Oa tile "- Z.laDd froat Soutb w .. t af 11 ..... f ierce fi&httac coatiaaed tllrousb
out za a ad 13 Jlarcb . 011 M llarcll our ai'IIOI'ed rorcn adnaced 
about 2 .u... Patrol• line r •cllecl the foothill• of tile Djebal Tebaca nqe . 

a. 1'wo Corps. 0a a2 .. rcll v a Illfaatrr rorcn couo
Udated tlletr poeitt- &aat alld loutla Jaat of D Gaettar 
aad 'Ill Ar-ed Troopa attackecl aad oocuptecl the latch croaad 
e an .. Saet of .. kuaaer. 011 23 Drcla the eanr huacbecl a 
attacta with Araor aad Jllfaatrr froa tile loutb &aat apiaat 
CM: r Pore• laet af E1 Gvattar. 1"11• Unt attack ••• bald 
dvrtq t ba _.aiac after •- allcbt paaetrat1011 af our Uaw and l C an..., taaka were d•trorecl . 1"11e aecoDd attack chartae 
the a.eatac ... alao atoppad uat ••• preceded br tataaatYa 
~he boabi .. wbtcll caaaed coutdanbla •terial .. ..,. to our 
f or cw . J'lcllttq coattaaH ta tile area a-at af .. tuaaar . 
J)artac a.eaiq J4 •rcll tbe aaa.J apia attacked our poatttona I outh Eaat of Zlpettar, · 

3. ...alta of oparaUona ta lloutb l'llaiata . The c~ 

~~
biDed pr-..-a of the attacka Oil Uclatll An17 aad tile ••tward 
( tbraat?) llec Oil tile .t.Mrtcaa Foro• troa Gatu II••• forced 
tba • ...., to coett • cr•t part of Ilia rwDrY• · 1"11a aaa.J'a 
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)( 

Weetern tlau now (?) oa tile laat pa.aible dateuhe line 
on wbicb be can blocJt our approach to hie c-nicationa 
t roa the Korth to the .. reth line. 

4 , lla·,.l . TWo ot our nb .. riaee II••• returned troa 
nce•atul patrola . One 8ub•riae uu s,onn toa ea-., 
.. rcbaat ... eel and probablJ bit 2 aora abipa with torpedoea . 
Another aub .. rine aau an en .. J eaaed petrol abip ott Palerao, 
Durin& the aiabt 21/22 .. reb a lfa .... l pnboat ba.barded Gab", 
Tbe .... liabt .ator launch" et•1• a taint landiaa ~ortb 

li1, 
ot Gab• and dr .. aa.e tire. In addition a ••11 teiat coa't'OJ 
waa .. ned towarda Gab• but waa not eiahted bJ the ea.-, . 
Duriaa niabt 22/23 -.reb -tor torpedo boat• operating troa 
Boae located t ea-J •eaeela . Bali"ed Siebel Perri ... ,, 

· ~ 
r;; 
rv 

) J 

II 

.~ 

Eati .. tecll abip bit bJ torpedo aad 1 probablJ da-aed bJ 
patire. Peraooael cOD't'OJ arri't'ed Al&iera with the loaa ot 
one eblp. 

Air. Tbe air ottenai•e of both the Tuniatan Air Forcee 
and the ••tern Deaert Air Pore" ia aupport ot our land 
Pore" baa b .. a .. iata1aed in atreaath both daJ and night 
tbrouabout the period tau buater squadrona ot the w .. tern 
Deaert Air Pore• ha't'e had coaa1derable auce .. a. EDnJ land
ina around• near Gab" were attac:ltad oa ... , occaaiona, 
Palerao, Biaerta and PerrJvilla were beavilJ boabed and en&aJ 
ahippiaa between Tuaiaia and SicilJ baa alao attac:lted with 
aucceea. 8ubaequent photoarapha allow that the raide on 
Palerao and PerrJ't'ille cauaed •erJ ezteaai't'e aaterial daaage. 

8, Political. Jul .. Abadie appointed aecratarJ ot 
Interior to replace Riaault . Cou't'e Da 1Ur•1lle baa replaced 
Beraeret • • SecretarJ General , Both .. a capable and troa 
our point ot •i .. d"irable. The abortage ot top Jrade lo1al 
peraoaael, eo apparent ia weeka tollowina landing, ie gradually 
beiaa aupplied bJ arri•ala, laraelJ troa Prance, altbouch not 
adequate to till tbe d-ade. General Giraud h iiiPrO't'ing the 
character and ett1ciencJ ot t he GO't'eraaent and further con
structive cbaogea are ezpectecl. 
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Deted~ •r~ U, INI 
aec'cts llarcll 1e, 1:41p.a. 

. Pollowtq ••••,. llaa beea aeat to botll Al1tera lllld 
C•••bl•aca •lid tor •tteattoa ot Ollaer•l Cl•rk. 

Oa .. reb 14 tile Pr•llcb Coual nned tllllt tile Prellcb 
llllYel aatt• ta C•••bl•aca carreatlJ .. tatataect rectto 
c-tcaUoa wttll nca,. .. appareau, referred to Actairel 
MtcbeUer. .. •d• tllte •tat-at ta ., pr .. eace •lid tllet ot 
tile fttllerhllcl8 c-al . 'l'lle ft'ellcb C:O..al cttct .ot 1t•• otller 
detlltb bat .. .s. llu •tat-at -t MrantlJ aa41 r-rli:.ed 
tbet •• elloald li:.aow eboat tllte . 
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Pro.: Alaiwn 
To: war - uaroa 

lo BeplJ' CUe: Nlt, IIU'ch 28, 1N3 

'heatJ two to ll .... rch. (AotioD Troopera iDioruUoo 
rptd UUQa, .idMat, BritMe Waalli._too, Aralodla Dellll , 
Pale, l.allcltor- ••lboar-. Dechieta Pretoria , Dedi leta 
Capetowo . Porew Jlalrabi fro. G-3 aectloo APBQ Nlt Htb 
!larch XU . 1-rJ' of operatlooa)<!?larep 32. 

1 . Btb AraJ. ID tbe .. retb Ar .. thgrsd• fy •'p•ltd 
a atrooa eouatwr attack durioa tbw aftwraooa 22 .. reb but 
tbw attaclla eoatlaued tbrouabout tbw alJbt ad wbwa lt 
bwcaaw apparwot tbat aoat of our brldaebwad poaitlooa bad 
b .. o pwowtrated tbw ujorltJ pf our troop• ••r• witbdrawo 
••t of Wadl Zlaaaou. PiabtlDJ eootlDuwcl throqbout 23 
March od oo olJbt of 2312" .. rch the r-iodw ot our 
troopw ••• wltbdrawo acroea tbw Wadi . 24 !larch was a 
quiet daJ' io tbia aeetor. Oa tbw x .. z .. laod froat aoutb 
w .. t of Bl aa- fierce flpttoa eootlnoed tbroapout 22 
a od 23 March. OD 2• March oar araored forewa adYaoeed 
about 2 allaa. Patrol• ba•• r .. clled the foot billa of 
the Djpw Ywbaaa raoa• (llaaed Bhwobower cite PIIGCT. 
Actloo Troopera Paaa to D Allbaaaador .. drld for U1l 
Aabaaaador Madrid, Realdaot • talatar Aablaota , Brltallat 
Aokara QI.JII.MJ L Cball:aak Dwhadwr Welll._too for 
YutUck. 

2 . llod Corpa. 22 llarcb U8 IDiaatrJ Pore" eou oll 
dated tbalr poaltiou waat aad a outb .. at of Bl Gawttar 
aDd Ill Araored P-•• attaclled aad occupied tbw blab 
JI'OGDd e allH ... t of llakllaaaJ. 011 23 IIU'cb tbw ••-J' 
laU11ched 2 athelia wltb a...or aad lofaotrJ fr011 tbw 
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the aoatb •at aplaat ov ror- ••t ol •1 O.Dttar. 
The fll'ato atta• •• llald dtll'1 .. tile -•1-. an.- •
allpt p .. Dtntloa of oar ua .. aad 10 -~ taalla wwa 
dntroJDd . Tile aacoad attack d•lq tlla aYn1DI waa 
alao atopped but ••• preceded bp 1ataaa1Ya d1Ya boaiDI 
wlllcll oallDM ooaald ...... la •tarla\ ~1• to 0111' foro ... 
F11bt1ac ooatiDUDD ia tba ar .. aaat of .. kDaDDJ. (Part 
two followia1.) . Dlll'iDI DYDII1DI 14 .... ell tlla ... , a1a1a 
attaCked our poaitioaa aoatb aaat of 11 Oaattar. 

t , " .,. f ,!'l: 

3 . Raaulta of operationa l D aoutb Tuaiaia. Tbe 
collb1Ded prHaure of the attaclla of 8tll .lraJ aad tile 
•atward edYaao" of tba -'-rloaa Pore" f:roa Gdaa llaYe 
f or ced tile • ._, t o c oeatt a .., .. t part of lila raa ... •••· 
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Tweat:r tbne Marcb of wblcb deetro:red b:r 
Sappen 8 . (81M udated all aoet MOnt . ) 
Poeltlou Djebel Boll Jerra Y 111 aDd Djebel B1 Aear 
Y 14 et111 Soatbera Tuaiela . 
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DiY P81f etated let Ba et Pea wllicll &leo llad beea 
located eaM ana ae lad Ba TN llta le~ &Ad 2lld 
Ia 7114 Ia (G I nport 130 •rota 11). Perllapa trau
ternd u nlaforce•ats otlaer aectore all 3 aa.. 
Belated to euoll diepo.itioa parllapa traffic FODdoak 
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T&llk lha •no- ana a1nacl:r opant1q
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ls let 
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