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U. 5, Strength Landed or 1n Port 153,724

Britiah M

1700 Decesbor 26 to 0700 Decesher 57
[All mesenses naroobrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFTRICA

as
Estimated Strongth
of 39,000

TR R 140,000

AIR STRENGTH

U. 3, i British 634 Unkmewn
STRENGTH IN TIMISIA
Estinnted Total Strenc~th 87,200 Eptimated Strength

onbars

niters

of 32,000
26,000

41,530

Modium Bombers 58
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Situntion Report Ho. 57, December 24, gives the following: informationi
EASTERN T, FORC

Patrols on the south flank of the Gth Armored Divielon were
hasmered dus to weather and mads no contact.

The 2nd Coldetreanm Guards end 1 Battallion 18th Regimental Com-
bat Tecm occcupled Diebel E1l Ahmera, located & miles north northeast
of Hedjoz ¥ Bab, The top of the hill iz still hald b the snesy.

Patrols falled to locate the Sth Northamptons in the arca of
Heldous, 12 miles ecast of Tebourba,

Damrme wns done to 38 tons of smoke gemerator fusl during the
fire on the north guay of Bone.

CATIOHS

38th Infantry Brignde, lees 1 Baitallon, south of
Teboursouk,

18th Regimentnl Conbtat Team, lese 1 Battalion, east
of Teboursoul.

26th Armored Brigade 8 miles southwest of Goubellat.

Advance Headquarters &6tk Armored Divielon at Aln
Tounpgn, 15 piles southwest of Hedjez E1l Bab.

Rear Hepdquerter- Sth Armored Divislon at Thibar,
13 milea socutlh of Jeja.

Oth Inniacillinge Fusiliers at Jouballat.

1lst Battnllen lith Arsored Regiment, and 2nd Battalion
6th Armored Infantry south of Medjez E1 Bab.

184 Guards Brigade, lees 1 Battnlion, and 1 battalion
of the 18th Repimental Combat Tean at Medjez EL Bab.

Northa=ptons 3 milea northeast of Heldous.

Benr Hoadquarters V Corme at Ohemtou, 40 miles west

sonthwest of Heja. o )
DECLASSTFIED
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Advance Hepdquarters V Qorps at Souk El Xhemis, 15
ciles southwest of Beja.

Combat Command "B", less 2 battallons, let and 2nd
Farpchkute Battalions, 2nd Hampshires, Bth Field
Artlillery Battalion, in the area between Souk El
Khemie mnd Heja.

1st Surrey at Cued Zarga, 15 miles enst southenst
of Hejn.

Hondquarters 78th Division at Beja.

Hepdouarters 11lth Brigade, 8th Argrll and Sutherland
Highlanders, 175th Fleld Artillery Battallon east

of Beja.

B6th Reconnalssance Hoglzent at Alne Sellam, 16 miles
west of Tebouroa.

lat Parachute Brigade, less 2 battalions, and lst
Commando, B miles northeast of BeJdam.

Zrd Lancashire Fusiliers at Sidl Neir, 15 miles
weet of Tebourhba,

36th Brigade, less 1 battalisn, and 6th Commando at
El Aoumnp, 33 zlles northwest of Tebourba,

CENTER TASK FOHCE

One battery of 432nd, Coast Artillery, Antiaireraft, Auto-
matlc Weapons, 1s enroute from Oran to Biskra by motor.
ALR

There were no alr operaticne over the forwerd arsa dus to
wenther. In the Oran mres there were routine patrols. Transport
adreraft flew courler missions, ZEnemy plane dropped 3 bombs on
Biekra, 120 miles southeast of Bougle, December 23, Slight damage
to 3 alreraft, Twelve (12) nipht fighter sorties, 3 reconnaissance

sortlies ond 73 fighter sorties were flown b the HAF,

ey DEC
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omaIAL
deneral Glreud hne been selsctoed to muccesd Dorlan as High

Commisaioner.
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, (11 mensnges paraphrased)

STREVGTH IN WORTH AFRICA
ALLIES AEE
U. 8. Btrength Landed or in Port 153,724 Estimated Strength
of 39,000
British * " BN 140,000
ALR STTNETY
U. 8. and British 800 Tricnown
SIERNGTH IN TUNISIA
Bstimated Total Btrength 49, 300 Estinated Strength
of 33,000
u. 8. g 7, 300
British £3, 300
French 19,700
49,300
Allied Planes 287 Unkmown
{within 200 =iles of Tunis)
Fghters 143
Hight Fighters 10

Light & Medlum Bombers &9

Heavy Boobers fH D‘ECJ__’ EQTFIR

—— L W LN

267

f

—
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0-2 Report, Decester 24. Wet weather contizued to restrict
notivities, Two (2) enemy companies with machine guns are holding
part of the hill mass Djebel El Ahners (9 miles north of Medjez El
Bab).

The 1nt Battalion 92nd Infantry Regiment (Italian) has been
ldentified at Djebel Feirine (11 miles scuthesst of Font Du Fahs)
ond the Znd Battalion at Djebel Chakeur (20 miles northwest of
Eairowan).

The 5th nnd Gth Companies 754th Infantry Hegiment hme been
identifled ms being in Tunisia. A prisoner repsrts that all infantry
battalions of the 10th Fanzer Division are in Tunisia,

In southern Tunisia, the eneny has left Babira [southwest of
Gabes) .

LAVAL

Cne motor vessel sscorted by 3 E-Boats alghted sast of Sardinia,

Bubzarines in north Africa area 27 to 31.

ALR *

Docember 23, Twenty (20) JU-88's based on Siclly were over
Zunlsia. The sem area between the Spanish const snd Sicily waon
recomnoltered by JU-B8's from Sicily., Forty-three (43) JIL521g

arrived at Tunis and left within an hour,

DECLASSIFIED
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SIRRIGTE IN MORTH AFRICH

ALLIES ATd

U. 8. Btrength landed or in Port 153,724 Estinated Strength
of 39,000

British ® s il " 140,000

AR STHRIGTH
U. 5, and British 80O Unlcnown
STRENGTH I TUNISIA

Estizated Total Strength 44, 300 Estimated stremgth

of 39,000
U. 8, 2,300

British 22,300

French 19,700
4,300
Allied Flpnes 267 Unlmown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)
Fighters 1485
Hight Fighters 10

Light & Hedium Bozsbers &8

Hapvy Bozobaras &4

DECT. ASSTFIED
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SRoam
Hothing reported.
ALR
Hothing reported.
HAVAL
A suprlezmental report entimates thnt in sddition to the
Italinn submarines mentioned in the roport ending 1900 December

26, thore mre 10 Italisn submarines patrolling the African coast
from Algiers to Bizerte.
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TORCH

0700 December 25 te 1900 December 25

(All messnges paraphrased)

GTFENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

AlLIES

Us 8+ Btrongth Landed or in Pert

British " .

Us 8« nnd British

155, T24
" ow A 140,000
AlR STRENGTH
500

STEENGTH IN TUMISIA

Estimated Totel Strength 44,300
Ue Ba 2,500
British 22,300
French 19, T00
Total 44, 300
Lllied Planes 26T
(within 200 miles of Tunia)
Fightars 143
Hight Fighters 10
Light and Medium
Bozbers ]
Heavy Bombers 44
Total 26T

DECLASSI

AXIS

Estimnted strength
of 38,000

Unicnown

Estimated strength
af 58,000

Unknown
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Heavy intermittent rainfall began in the afterndson of December
22 pnd continuing has slowed up operations. It ie reported that the
enemy lost ground at Djebel el Ahmera and was clearsd from Orich el
Cued by the 3rd Orenndlier Duards with 1little opposition in lecal pctions.

The situntion ip confused st Djebel Fiirine, the French reporting
strong resistance to thelr attack. The French also report having checked
s southward movement of enemy columns in the area Djebel Chirich and
having ropulesed attacks by mixed German and Italian forces cm Djebal
Chakeur and Djebel Eannikat and Pichon from the Bast,

The read junctions to the northeast and east of Plchon and 5144
Haer Alleh are held by ths enesy.

The 6th Ennlakillen Fusiliers report patrols without contact with
the enssy to 6 miles southemst of Ooubellat but made contact at a dis-
tance of 4 m=iles to the east of Goubellat at Djemal.

Djebel el Ammer, & miles northeast of Hedjex el Bab has been taken
by the Z2nd Gnldltr-}u fuprds,

Babotase may have been the cause of a rallway accident between Adr
Fakxroun and Aroandy Ouricle resulting in the explosion of 12 gesoline and
ammunition cars.

The jetty at Fhilippeville and tie alrdrome at Djidjelli were
bombed without damsge.

Add

There have been & nusber of reccnnalssance flights by JU-38'a

along the Algerian coast and in the Blakra area, and one attack on

Biskra reported. S
T DE(:L!-.L._':..'
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The JU-38's appear to bave come from Sicilian bnses,

CQur air astivities have been somewhat haspered due to conditions
of airfields at Oanrobert, Djidelll and Philirpeville. Aa attack by
17 B-17's on Tunis and Bizerte was unsuccessful dus to heavy cloud
covering over the target. Varlous sorties and patrols have been made
during which 4 enesmy alrcraft were destroyed and 2 dampged, Ons Beau-
fighter crew was killed, 3 Spitfires were dasaced and 1 B-17 and 3 P-28's
are mlesing as & result of these various operatiocns.

BATAL

One German submarine has beon sighted in the Wentern Mediterrmnenn
ot opproximately 38 degrees north, 5 degrees east. One west of Cape Tenex.
Extimated 4 submnrines between Cnpe Tenex and 5 derrees east.

It is estizated that the following Italian submarines are cperating
in the Western Mediterranean: 2 west of Alglers, 1 in the western approaches
to the Straite, and 1 off Oasablanca,

It im estizatod that there are 4 or 5 patrolling or moving to the
southwest between 38 degress and 40 degrees north and 14 degrees to 16
degrees west; that there are 3 or 4 from 40 degrees north, 20 degrees -u.-nt
of tha Azores.

SITHEF 86 CH-IN-10863 (12-25-42)

G-2 Reparts M-IN-10851 (12-25-42)
OM-IN-10910 (12-25-42)

g DECLASSIFIED
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!j.u nenasges pumhund!
STRENGTH IN NORTE AFRICA
ALLIZES AXLS
U. B. Strength Landed or in Port 163,724 Estimated strength
of 38,000
British ® . i Ta | 140,000
AIR STHENGTH
U. 5, and British 500 Unlecnown
STREWOTH 1IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength 44,300 Estinated strength
of 33,000
U. B, 2,300
British 23, 300
French 18,700
Total 4, 300
Allied Flanes 267 Unlnown
(within 200 miles of Tunia)
Fighters 145
Hight Fighters 10
Iight and Medium
Bombers &9 "
Heanvy Bombers &
Total 267
DECL: 5o
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SRCLD
In vicinity Esar Tyr (11 miles scutheast of Medjer E1 Bab)

and aren eant and southenst of Medjex X1 Bab, there i much
enomy activity. Hedjes El Eab wan ngnin shelled during the morn-
ing.

Unconfirmed tut very probable identification reported Znd
Company E3%th Panser Regiment north of Medjer Bl Bab.

An unsucceseful enemy raid was made east of Goubellat,

There are some indications of a southward movement of enay
columne from Djebel Chirich (30 miles scuthwest of Pont Du Faha)
and Djebibine (23 miles southeast of Pont Du Fahs) areas, with
much activity near Djebel Chirigh. ;

French apparently still hold Pichon with much fighting
golng on, and report contact continues on general lims Cusseltia
(15 miles northwest of Pichon) - Plehon - 8144 Nasr Allak (21
miles southenst of Pichon),

Prisoners taken in Djebel Chirich aream night of Decezber
21=22 are reported probably from 104th Lorried Infantry Regiment.
AlE

Siedilian based JU-88's followed eastbound Allied convoy
during early moraing and made a reconnalssance of southern basin.
Horthern basin also covered.

Reconnalssance was made over Bone by enemy planes.

Allied motor transports in Plchon snd Pont Tu Fahe area

attacked,

g DLCLASSIFIED
———



line (8) JU-52's departed Hegglo and 5 dsparted Trapani
enroute to Tunis.
LAVAL

Vieual reconnaissance on December 20 indicates presence of
7 F-Boate and 4 E-Boats in Fantellaria.

Enemy alrcraft torpedoed 55 Cameroninn northeast of Bougie.

Fourteon (14) Italian submarines are eperating in Oran -
Bougle - Eizerte ares,

There im g elight decremse in Gersan submarine activity,

- DLC .- 1-.-1.1_.....1.}
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TORCH

0700 December 2L to 1900 Decesbar 24
(A1l messages parsphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AXIS

U. 5. Strength landed or in Port 153,72L Estimated Strength of
39,000

Britigh » L " LA 10,000

U. 5. and British &00 Unkmnown

STRENOTH IN TUNISIA

Estimated Total Strength Ly, 300 Estisated Strength of
39,000
U. 8. 2,300
British 22,300

French 19,700

Ly, 300

Allied Planes 267 TUnkmown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)

]

Fighters 15
Night Fighters 10

Iight & Mediug
Bombers &9

Heavy Bombers Ll

267
DECLASSIFIEZED
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Situation Heport #55
NAVAL

Seven mines nplﬂdud_.by mine sweeping trawler in sweep at Bone December 21,
Torpedo aireraft attacked convoy XMF 5 enroude to Bone December 21-22, Person-
nel ahip Camercnia torpedoed 30 mides northeast Bougle, now arrived Bougle.
Liner, Duchess of Bedford; enroute to Algiers transferred troops from
Strathallan.

ROMD
Eastern Task Foroe.

The Sixth Inndskillings Fusiliers are located in the area Goubellat with
the 2nd battalion, 6th Armored Infantry, on the high ground L miles north of
Goubellat, There was considerable memy activity near Ksar Tyr during the
night of December 21-22 which continued during the next day. Medjesz El Bab
wis shelled for ten minutes. The enemy ococupy the area Dj El Asoud and the
high prownd'nesr Dj Ex Zarculine § miles southeast of Mateur. Our patrols
were ashushed near D) El Ang and the station De Mettarhenri with one officer
and seven enlisted men captured at the latter. French forces are still in

contact with the enemy at Pichon..

ATR

Due to bad weather B=1T7 aircraft returned to bases without dropping bomba
and medium bomber missions were cancelled. Six P-U4U sorties; in which two
enemy fireraft attacking allied motor conwvoy, were destroyed; a train between
Sousse and Kairouan was shot up and | trucks between Sfax and Faid were
destroyed. FHeconnaissanoa flight over Biserte and Tunis met antiairoraft
fire at 25,000 feet. RAF in sorties on December Z1 destroyed 3 enemy planes

and probably 2 others; one spit fire misaing.

S—
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SIRENGTE TH NORTH AFRICA
ALLIZS Axs
U, 8. Strength I.andad or in Port 153,724 [Eetlaated Strength
Britieh ¥ LA R 140,000 of 33,000

AIR STHENGTH

U. 5. and Britigh 600 Unlmown

STREOTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength 44,300 Estimated Strength

of 38,000
0. 8. 2,300

British 22,300
French 18,500
44,300
Allied Planes 267 Unlenown
(within 200 =iles of Tunia)
Fighters 145
Night Fighters 140

Light & Medium
Boshers 69

Heavy Borbers s

267

L
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LAVEL

Purther information on the sinking of the liner Strathellan
in Convoy EM-B indicates 1t was talen in tow by & destroyer, but
later abandoned due to fire; that there were 1167 persons landsd
Yty destroyer at Oran with 300 women kmown to be eafe; that all
U. 5, personnel were safe and unhnrt, including 31 purses snd 5
WAAC officers.

Landing eraft tanke are traneporting from Bone to Lo Calla
and the landing craft transport carry is in oparation from Bons to
Tabaris,

Gruinm

Ground situation has changed very little. Our forces mads
extonelve patrols along the entire line end sose casualtiss werp
miffered on both sides. On the 2let, the Coldstreas (uards
gecupled the high pround 5 miles morth of Hedjez El. Bab. Thare
wao fome enemy artillery actiwvity the ovening and morning of 20-
21 Decexbor in the area southwest of Mateur,

The 601st Tank Destroyer Battalion and Company "OU of the
13tk Armored, srrived Souk Bl Asbe from the Osster Sask Force.

The French, in operations agalnst high ground southesst of
Pont Du Fahe, @aptured 30 Italimns and found the ares well defendad
by armored cars,

AL
Twelve (12) B-17'm to bomb Oabes-8fax, abandoned mission due

to eloud cover gver target., Two (2) onewy alrcraft were destroyed

a2 DECLASSIFIED
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and one probably destroyed over Tebessa mnd Youks Les Bains, by
P-35's., About 13 truclke with traillers, and one tank were destroyed
by P-40's twenty miles southwest of Kairouan, Two (2) enemy
aireraft were alec destroyed in Souk Bl Arbe - Medles El Bab area;
one Spitfire crash-landed with pilot safe.

The 12th Mr Force, during thoe week ending December 18, flaw
225 misslcns for total of 1,150 sorties. Hoobers dropped 550 tona
of high explosives. ' Twenty-three (23) epesy alroraft were des—
troyed and 4 probables; our losses - 1 B-17, 3-D-26'a, 5§ P-381y
and 1 P-40; 1 B-25 and 1 F-4 are missing.

During pericd November 8 to Decesmber 18, 93 enemy aircraft
were destroyed, 22 probably destroyed and 38 dansged; alsc 55-80
destroyed on the ground. Our losses for the sane pariod are 53,
with an additional 2 missing.

Wellingtons Malte attacited Tunis and La Goulette, dropnlng
two 4,000 pound, 22 500 pound and 50 250 pound bowbs. Dirsct hdte
on one or two ships in the main basin caused large secondary
oxplosions. One 4,000 pounder turet among tuildings in Tunis
marshalling yards and the other on the edge of tha cansl., A fire
started In the oll storage depct at Ln Ooulette. Albacores attacked
an eaemy convoy off west tip of Slelly, searing torpedo kit on
serchant vessel followdd by large mishroom of amoke and steam, and
a torpedo hit on an escort vessel which produced a large volume of
white smoke. The fire was noted in the position one our later.

Malta Beaufighters dropped metml spilces on Cosinmo and Gela alrdrozes

wie
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in south Sieily, and shot up a goods traln enet of Oela.

DECLA
B

DECLASSIFIED

E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

MLR 101

lwwnunnatuu_ﬁhah¢

SIFIED



- “‘ .

I0RCE

0700 December 23 to December 23 1900
(A1l messages paraphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AXIB
U. 8. Strength Landed or in Port 153,721 Estimated Strength
British * # e = 110,000 of 35,000
AR sTENOTH
U. 5, and British 600 Unlmown

STERGTE IN TUNISIA
L, 3500

Estimated Total Strempgth

Vs Ba 2,300
British £2,300

19,500

Total L, 300

Allied Planes 267
(within 200 miles of Tunis)

Flghtars 15
Hight Fighters 1o
Light & Medium
Bombers
Beawy Bombers

Estimated Strength
of 39,000

Fronch

8| £s

Total
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Enemy Alr reconnsissance.

Eight JU-88's based on Sieily carrisd out reconnaissance over
southern half of the Western Basin on December Zlet.

On morning of 2lst December an Allisd convoy was shedowed by

one ensmy sireraft northwest of Oran. East bound convey shadowed from
0525 L Mwoamber 21 to 0200 I December Z2 northwest of Alglers.

Enemy Fighter motivity.

Iuring December 21lat in the Souk El Arba region at least fiwe
ME=-109"a wore aotive.

(ne enemy fighter attempted to engepe Allied rescconaissance
alroraft over Sfax.

Enemy Bomber sctivity.

Evening of the Elst December five bambers besed cn Sicily were
aotive. At 1L30 Z, Docember Zlet, at lamst thres JU-88's sttecked
Tebeasse and Youks les Bains.

Enemy Air Transport.
Twolve JU=G2's probably landed in Tunie, December 21st.

KAVY

e change in condition of nawml units &t Toulon on December 21st
scoording to photo reconnaissance.

Mersellles stlll conpgested with merchant tomnmaps but total has
decreased by fiw M/NV's since Lecember 12th.

From Etang de Borre twe tankers and 12 M/VW'e have departed
since November 30th.

An intercepting destroyer foroe sank m 2,000 tom M/W off Disrba
Island December 2lat,

U/8 sighted 340 521 ¥, 0% 3L+ W at 0031 2 December 22ud.

&
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Sighted bty airoraft in Siecilian Charnel - 2 enemy destroyers,
1 %%, 1 unkmown, on westerly courss at 20L5 I December Elst.

Attaoke on Shipping.

Stratbatten torpedeed TO' north of Oren at 0131 I, December Zlst,
sank at 03002 December Zlst 20' north of Oran,

EIL"E Dl IEIS. tlone.

Eo new dispositions.

LA
Yothing new to report.

“3a DECLASST! 11D
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SIFRIGTH IN NORTH APRICA
ALLIZES ARLS
U. 5, Streogth Landed or in Port 153,724 Estimated Strength
British L L LA " 140,000 af 39,000
ALE STRENGTH
U, 8. and British 800 Unicnown
SUREOTH 1N ZUNISTA
Estimated Total Strength 44,300 Estisated Strangth
of 32,000
U, 8. 2,300
British 22,300 i
French 18,500
44, 300
Planes (Allied) 287 Unlmown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)
Fighters 148
Hight Fighters 10
Light & Modivm
Bozgbers B9
Honvy Bombers 44
287
DECLAS b
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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The December 19 report conmcerning the report on Sousse, is
corrected as follows:

Fifteon (15) aireraft of the 98th Bombardment Oroup reached
the target area and dropped 74 American bosbe of 1,000 pounds each.
Hite were obeerved on commercial and phosphate moles, and other
bosh bursts were seen in and around the harbor ares.

Two (2) airoraft returned early due to mechanical troubls.

Six {6) Liberators of the 160th Squadron followed with a
nlght rald on Sousse and dropped -35 Br!itish 1,000 pound bomba, with
hits on the commercial quay end north of the quay.

Cne aireraft saw a szoking vessel at the smoldng quay, but no
‘dlihl; fire was obaarved.

Cur Consel at Tangler has bteen reliably informed that members
of the Itelian Armistices Oommission have been assured by the
Spaniards thnt they will be permittesd to proceed to Italy via
Spain. Two mezbers of the German Armistice Comnission are reported
to be at literty and are establishing a propaganda organisation
in Tangler. ; ﬁ

On the night of December 20-21, Wellingtons bombed Tunls and
La Goullet docks, dropping one bomb of 4,000 pounds, 28 of BOO
pounda, and 41 250 pound bombs. Large fires were started in mar-
shalling yards at Tunias suli naar She Nareatks ab e Denlied fipend.

other hite were made in the area of the docks, tut clouds obscured

the resulis.
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TOROH

0700 Decesber 22 to 1900 Decesber 22
(A1l messages paraphrased)

STHENOTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AXIS
U. 5. Strength Landed or in Port 153,724 Estimated Strength
British = i "W om, 10,000 of 39,000

j ATR STRENITY
U. 5. and British E00 Unknown

STHENGTH IN TUNISIA

Estimated Total Strength Lk, 300 Estimated Strength
of 39,000
. 8. 2,300
British 22,300
French 13,500
Total  Lh,300
Allied Flanes 267 Undenown
(withdn 200 miles of Tunie)
Fighters 15

Nipght Fighters 10
Iight & Medium

Bombers -]
Heavy Bombera Ly
Total 267
DECI TFIED
DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
MLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ </ 2| ¢



LAND
Slight enemy artillary activity area wost Mateur afternoon,
Third Compamy B6th German Infantry Regt. identified at Qued Keber
Dam by patrol ¢ B152. Eight wheeled armored cars contacted area oum Fl
Abouab O TBG2. Adr reconnaissance reports 30 tanks vieinity point 0 939k.
Following estimate enemy strengtha have boen reported: 1 cospany
Oermans area J7017, J7317 and two companies ares 0-579L. Cne or two
companies Italian $2nd Infantry Hegt area n,j.uharl Fkirine 0-%2868, 0-B0B1.
Enemy counter-attack Pichon after French recccupation repulsed nine-
teenth December, Fifth Company Ttalian 92nd Infantry Bogt ldentified
from priscners captured heights 25 kilometers north of Pichon, Estimated
two battalions P2nd Infantry Regt ocoupy forward positions of the Superga
Division Secter - Pont Du Fahs, Djebibina-Kairouan. Estimated strength

Ttalians remaining Maknassy one hundred,

AR
Normal Cerman patrol astivity, One JU-E5 shot down by fighters.
Tebessa bombed by at least one aircraft.
Eleven JU-52's from Naples and cne from Palermo landed Tunis 10052,
Three FW20O left Sieily for Castel Benito between 1800% and 1900Z. During

afternoon eleven JU-88 returned to Sicily from Castel Benito,

HAVY

Hudson aircraft attack U/B 3%° L5' north 5% 13! sast 1256%. Nom
enamy submarine patrols west basin with decrease west of Oibraltar, Several

/8 patrolling north of Azores, \

DECLASSIFIED
E'L?I 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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SOUTH FLANK

6th Armored Division patrols located 100 Ttalians 92nd Infantry Regt
15 miles southwest Pont Du Fahs, Enemy Infantry 10% miles southwest Pent
Du Fahs, Raid by about two platoons & miles southeast Goubellat December
20th.
CENTER

76th Division contacted enemy ten miles north northwest Medjez El Bab
and nine miles southwest Mateur December 1%th. Slight enemy artillery and
air activity 36th Brigade area December 20th.
TROOP LOCATIONS

Parachute Brigade & miles northeast Beja.

In the center, guards brigade at Medjez EL Bab, TEth Division with
11 Brigade sast and northeast of Beja. 36th Brigade along Mateure-Djebel
Abiod road with leading elembnts 12 miles west of -Mateur.

Co. A (Iight) 70 tank battalion is enroute from EAF by road and rail
to Tebessa for smployment with French. 107 CA (AA) Bn arrived by motor
from CTH.

ATH

Three alerts Tebessa - no damage.

Anti-submarine patrols resulted one sighting and one attack.

Night December 17-10 - Malta Wellingtons attacked Tunis with 3 tons
bombs and La Grulette with 2% tons. large fires and explosions resulted.

December 16th. Bisleys attacked Bizerta docks with 12 tons bombs.
320,000 leaflets over Qabes, . 5fax, Tunis and Bizerta,

Night, December 18-=1% = 15 Wellingtons dropped 15 tons of bombs on
Tenis., Damage to railroad yards, phosphate quays, fusl depots and electrie

railroad depot.

Albacore bosbed Sousse with hits on north side of harbor.
=80

0 1m”5."¢.‘u Sec. 3.4
A ar .
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)
STRRNOTH IN YORTH AVRIOA |\
0
ALLILS AT
U. §. Btrength I-mdm.‘. nr in Port 163,724 Estimated Strength
British ® u ® 140,000 of 39,000
ALl STRINGTE
U. 5. snd British 600 Unlcnown
STHENGTH IN TITISIA
Eatingted Total Streangth 44,300 Betimated Btrength
of 39,000
o 8. 2, 500
British 22,300
French 19,600
Totnl 44,300
Allied Flanes 267 Unlenown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)
Fighters 145
Night Fighters 10
Light & Hediun Bonbers [-1:]
Heavy Bombera Sl
Total 267

pF{“"_" ooT 1"1;1-.1.[-}

DECLASSIFIED
%L?! 1‘I y Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4



Shortly after noon of December 20, 1942, 21 B-24'w and 80
B-17's weore dispatched o attack the Alreraft Depot at Romdlly
Bur Marne (88 miled mouthesst of Paris), 12 B-24's and 55 B-17's
attacked target from 20,000 to 24,000 feet altitude with sxcollent
rasults.

Forty-five (45) ememy fighters destroved, 28 probably des-
troyed and & dasaged. Six (6) B-17's failed to return, and 2

crashed on landing,

HORTH AFRICA
© Naval - Malta Subsarine Flotilla reports:
& merchant vesssls torpedoed 12-14-42
1 merchant vessel torpedoed 12-15-42
1 mercheant vessel probably torpedoed 12-17-42
1 destroyer torpedoed 13-17-42,
Our Flest sustained losses as follows:

d merchant vessels damsged by humen or
limpet torpedoes 15-11-42,

1 destroyer sunk, date unimown,

1 French Naval Trawler torpedosd off
Casablanca on unknown date.

Alz - On December 19, nir sctivity waa groatly limited due
te bad wenther. Twelve (12) DB-7's successfully mttacked the rail-
road yards at Sfax, and normal patrol and reconnalesanca sorties

were flowm.

DECLASSIFIED
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m = East Front
Normal patrolling continued on Deceaber 19, with a

slight incremse to the north on the front of the 36th Brigade.

An enemy concentration was reported at 5t. De Pavillier,
on the railroad 20 miles southwest of Xairousn,

On Decosber 18, the French were driven from FMchon,

Cn December 19, they retock ths town.

Counternttack, Pichon, by Germans cn Decenbar 20, wan

repuleed,

e o T

IFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101
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TORCH

0700 December 21 to 1900 Decesher 21
(11 messages paraphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICL

ALLTES AXTs
©. 5. Strength landed or in Port 153,72k Estimated Strength of
British » . "o 140,000 W
AR sTRENOTH
U. 8. and Eritish &00 Uniows
STRENGTH IN TUNISIA

Estimated Total Streagth  LlL,300 Bstimated Strengbh of

U. 8. 2,500 g

British 22,300
French 19,500
L, 300

Allied Planes 267 Unimnown
{within 200 miles Tunis)

Fighters 5
Night Fightersl0
Light & Medimm&8
Bombers

Heary Hombers Ll

Total 267

DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By AT, NARA, Date_ «/,2/9d



From Tangler (Edwards) unconfirmed rumors reported of extensive
German silitary activities and massing of troops French Spanish Pyranses
Irontier.

Strong force B=17's and B-24's attacsked aircraft depot Romilly Sur
Seine. Many hits on target. Strong fighter opposition with many enemy
fighter losses. Six B-1T7's failed to return and two crash landed in
England,

D}!.L LfiSS1T Luu

DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
MLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/,3]¢d



Fiie & vy

btk

w

Ln mensases paraphrns .45

SIRENGTH 1N JORTH AFRICA

ALLIES ADS

U. & OStresgth Lenfed or in Port 153,724 Estizmated Strength of
British n L) LA " 140,000 39,000

AIR STRRNOTH

U. 8. and British 800 Unimown

STREDIOTH [N TUUISIA

Estimatod Total Strength 44,300 Estizated Strength of
39,000
u. g, 2,500
British 22,300
French 18,800
Total 44,300

Allied Planes 267 Unkmown
(within 200 milos Tunis)

Fightera 145

Right Fighters 10

Light and Medius 1]

Bombers

Hoavy Bombers a4
Total 267

DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
MLRA 101

By AT, NARA, Date_ «/,2]¢4
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Inmsa

In First Army sector, enemy astride road 6 miles scutheast of
Goubellat, ZEnemy infantry and tenks reported on rond 5 miles east
of Goubellat, '

Hnewy patrol ambushed approximately 8 miles east of Madjez El
Bab.

The crossroad 8 miles southenst of Hedjesz E1 Bab reported
clear of enemyi mortar fire from point to southeast.

Twenty-one (21) enemy vehicles seen in ares road junction 9
miles northeast of Msdjez El Bab.

Enemy patrol contacted 10 miles west of Mateur.

Hedjex E1 Bpb shelled without damsge.

Bpanish Nnval =obilisation will double present strength of
12,000, including Marines. Heserve and retired officers nnd non-
comniseloned personnel up to mge of 60 ecalled up. A1l motor
voahlcles repieterasd,

Bumor that Cermans use emall submarins supply base nt Rios
mear Vigo. Rellable source informs that 10th Fanger observed

Morseilles heading south.

DECLASSIFIED
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E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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STHENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA
ALLIES AXS
U.8. Strength Landed or in Port 153,724 Eotimated Strength
British ® "W R W 340,000 of 35,000
ALR STHENGTH
U.5., and British 630 Unimowm
SIRBNGTH IN TUNISIA
Estivated Total Strength a4, 300 Botizated Strength
- of39,000

U.' 8, 2,500

British 22,300°

Frenchk _18,500

Total 44,300
Allied Flanes 261
{within 200 miles of Tunin) Unlnown

Flghters 123

Night Fighters 4
Light and Mediusm

Bonmbers ar
Heavy Bosbers 47
261

D e




Nothing reported,

DENTER ZASK FORCE
HOTHING REPORTED,
EASTERY TASK PORCOE
Land - Firet Army Sactori Durlng the night of Decesber 17-18 all was

quiet in front of the Sixth Armored Division, The enmmyr was reported to be
astride the road southeast of Goubellat, during the .day and five miles sant
of Boubellet there were enemy tanks and infantry on the road.

The Seventy-elighth Division reported that in tha canter ths cross
roads eight miles to the southepst of Hedjex ol Bab were clear of the BDADY .
At o rond junction nine miles mortheasst of Hedjez ol Bab twenty-one enemy
vehicles were reported, The bridge at Medjez el Bab wns bombed and shalled
without damage,

The Sixth Brigade reported that there was activity by enemy patrols
during the alght of December 17-18, ten miles southeast of Mateur.

It was Teported that the Fremch in Pichon are withdraving and that
thirty Gerosns and Italians in five armored cars have arrived from Ealrouan,
BAVY

Nething reported,

ALR
An attack was sade on Sousse by five B-26's and 8lx B-25's.. Direct

hite on the reilremd station, 2000 feet of railroad track and freight train

-2 - DECL."—.:..H;:-U



tildinge wore reported. Four ships in the harbor and land batteries put
up quarter mile box barrpge, causing loms of two B-26's,
Shipping mnd harbor at Bicerte were attacked by thirty—six B-17's with

forty-four tons of bombs at altituds of 23,000 feet. Hits were reported

on light cruleer and on target: Two or three fighters out of fifteen attack-

ing planes were destroyed and four were damsged. Our planes suffered minor
dazage from antiaircraft fire. At Testour one B-17 was shot down by enemy
sireraft and one crash landing near Le Kef without casualty.

At Mateur an attack was made by twelve DB-7's and twelve tons of bombe
were dropped on rallroad yards and planes on ground, meny belng destroyed.
Cur planss suffered no lossse,

P.38 sorties were made south of Tunis damaging four trucks, shootlng
down one enesy alreraft over Oobes and north of Sfax counsing damage to &
locomotive. During the night of Decesber 17-18;, thirty-two trocp carrier
sorties were mads, Eight Blaleys wers dispatched the same night, one
belng lost on take-off and five by enamy actlon.

Ona P-490 was destroyed at Thalepte by enemy bomba.

Fiftoen sortles were made by Beaufighters over BSurcouf, Bone, and
Djedjelll, one enesy aircraft being destroyed.

Three FET Spitfires were intercepted, one being damaged and two belng
destroyred.

Tunis was succossfully bombed by twenty—seven Wellingtons from Malta,

DECLASSITIED
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DECLASSIFIED
E. 0. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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TORCEH

0700 Decexmber 1% to 1500 Decezber 19
(11 mesnages paraphrased]

STHRENGTH IN KORTH AFRIOA

ALLTES AXT8
UaBa Etrau{th I.-,nr:lgd m— in Port 153,724 Estimated Strength
British L " 140,000 of 39,000
ATR STEENGTH
U.5., and British 550 Unknown

STRENGTE IN TUNISIA

Estimated Total Btremgth 44,500 Estimated Strength
of 38,000
Uaba 2,500
British 22,300
Franch 19, 60O
Total 44,
Allipd Planes withirn range of Unknown
Tunis area
Fighters 123
NHight Fighters 4
Light and BT
Uadium Hombers
Heavy Hombers 47
Total TET

DECLASSIFIED
l.n 1&.;3&5 Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
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EASTERN TASE FORCE
1, Bixth Armored Division reports increased snsmy activity oo

ites south flank on all ronds from Pont du Fahe tending to confirm
previcus French report that 0 tanks and 800 men arriwved in that
aren during 15-16 December.

£. On road 4-1/2 miles NE of Goubsllat, an unreported number
of pnemy Armored cars were reported.

3. Dressed as Americans, two ger=mans appreached J 73l5. Thay
were fired on and one was hit. Infantry with mortar approsched sa=e
positicn.

4, Ome hundred infantrymen and two soout cars were snpaged
vioinity of read jumation thres miles MW Ksar Tyr (J 73), withdrew.

9. BSvanding putrols and reserve of 6th Armorsd Division now
called N I C force,

6. First Quard Brigade patrelled line E and KE of Medjez el
Bab, 6 to 7 miles from the town night 18-17 December. No conteot.

T+ Oms truck and cms half track of combat command B recoversd.

8. Ome enemy mortar position 78th Division front 3 miles E of
Grich sl Oyed (J 63) eliminated,

. CP'sy

6th Corps, 1-1/2 miles N of Souk ol Khemis.
T8th Division, 1 mile SE Baja.
10. Thirty Italians saptured by Amsrican patrel at Maknassy,
night of December 18-=17.

PECLASS L D
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CENTRAL TASK FORCE
l. Company C, 13th light Armored Regiment enroute by rail and
motor Oran to Souk sl Arba.
2. B0let Tank Destroyer Bn emroute by moter.
AIR
1. Twslve DE-T's mnd 12 P-38's bombed Gebes. Antisiroraft
moderates. Attacked by six enemy fighters. No results reported
or olaimed,
2+ Eipghtesn B-1T's 'boub.-d. Tunis. Docks and shipping hit.
AllL planes returned. Throe enamy aireraft destroyed, three damaged,
5. Eightesn E-1T's bombed Biserte. Doscks mnd shipping hit,
All planes returned,
4. Twelve DD=-T's bombed nn enemy sirdroms 8 miles NE of

- i
Djedsidf. A1l planes returned. b

5. B-17"s destroysd B enesy airoraft and damaged 2 over

i
6. Degembar 1Eth, B=-26's attacked El Aouine airdroms and

Tunis ond Bizerte, Decesber 15th.

destroyed 6 to 10 enemy planes on the ground and demaged mn
undstermined number.
Te Four P=38's shot down one out of six attacking ene=y planes

with no lesses to thamselves. Also sighted large vessel ssmcorted by

destroyers,

DECT.ASSITLED
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ALLIES

U. 5, Strangth I.u.n.daﬂ. afr in Port 153,724
British n " n 140,000

ALL STHENGTH

U. 8, and British B30

SIREGTH IN TUNISTA

Estimnted Total Strength 44,300

U. 8. 2,500
British 22,300
French 19,8500

TOTAL 44, 300

Allied Planes within
range of Tunis area

Flghters 123
Night Fighters 4
Light and a7

Hedium Basbers
Honvy Bombers 47

TOTAL 261

A3

Estimatod Strength
of 39,000

Unicnown

Eetimated Strength
of 39,000

Unlenown

Tﬂ":"“T A SETFIRD

se—
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ZASTERN TASE FORCE

A reserve consisting of one sgusdren of tanks, an in-
fantry cospany, a platoon of artillery and an armorsd car
detnchment are statlioned at De Djelida (west of Bou Arnda),
and armored patrols are cperating from this foree (Darby
Teomanry) about 12 =iles scuthwest of Font Du Fahs and about
& miles southeast of Goubellat.

An enesy armorsd ear patrol from Pont Du Fahe ogcupled
Bou Arads afterncon of 12-15-42, One enesy car was deetroyed,

A standing patrol from the Gth Armorsd Division, con-
sleting of half a sgupdron of tanks, one infantry company,
two 25-pounder guns and two antialroraft guns, 1s estab-
lished at crossroads 6 miles south of Bou Aradm and thres (3)
2lles east of Gouballat.

An enemy mine fleld mear crossrosd § miles porthwest
of Pont Du Fahs wns destroyed,

An enemy strongpoint 4 miles north of Orich E1 Cusd
conslats of two companies and eight tanks, The high ground
enst of Haldous is clear of enesy.

The 36th Brigade on the North Flank dfspatched two
patrols to B Bhata and two to the Mateur area. A detachment .
of the 6th Commandos hold a road function at Xet S1liam (About

40 niles froa Blzerte and 3 miles from the Beach).

, e
DECLAS SIFIED
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P,
The BG6th Heconnalesance BHegiment ie at a road junction

6 miles northwest of Baja.

—ALR MALTA Docesber 17.

SBevonteen (17) Beaufighters and Spitfires destroyed
2 torpedo-carrying JU-88's east of Malta, Tour (4) Bpit-
fires met & southbound JU-62's, dsstroyed 3 and probably
destroyed ome. Lampedusa was bombed and strafed. Two (2)

enany planes were destroyed and 4 seversly dmmaged.

Seven (7) B-17's and 7 B-26's boched El Acuina alrdrome.
One B-26 was shot down by antlaireraft fire. Twelve (12)
B-17's bozbed Blzerte, and eacountered intense antisiréraft
fire. DNine Bemufighter sorties were made over the Bone mrea
and 50 sorties, December 14, over Bizerte-Tunis-Pont Du Fahs-
Tebourba aren.

The HAF destroyed 2 enesy aircraft. One Bisley crashed
on take-off and killed the crew. Two (2) others crash-landed
tut crews are safe. Three (3) P-38's sighted five (5) eoeny
ships off Tunisian coast escorted by 7 planes. One snemy
plane wap destroyed and bombs were dropped on one ship.
Results unobaerved.

DBE-7'n bombed railrosd junction east of Mateur. An air-
groft rald was made on Massicault with hits obtained on town
and armored dispersal area.

o

fiol 3
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NAVAL

HY Submarine P-48 sani two medium siged MIV's south-

bound from Tunisla.

British mabmarine fired 4 torpedoes at two merchant
veesels sacorted by three destroyers south of Naples. Mer-
chant vessels belleved to have been sunk, (12-5-48)

British submarine sant an Italian submarine south of
Sardinim. (12-6-43)

The merchant ship BEdencral, in a comvoy, blew up 30

ailes northwest of Oran.

DECLASSIFIED
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Decamber 18 to 1900 December
A1l sesasges paraphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH APRICA
ALLIES A

Us 3. Strength Landed or in Port 153,724 Estimated
British ® & LR 140,000 Strength of

39,000
ALR STHENOTH
U. 8. and British 530 Urnikniown
STRENGTH IN TUNISIA f
Estimated Total Strength  4k,300 Estimated
- Strength of
U. 8. 2,500 39,000
British 22,300
French 19,500
¢ Lk, 300
Allied Planes within Unkoryowmn
range of Tunla Area
Fighters 133
Night Fighers &
Light and led,
Boobers a7
Heavy Bombers L7
Total:- 261 DECT.ASSTFIED
DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
MLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ +/,3/¢4 :



LD - First Arwy

1. No enamy ground offensive action reported, except patrolling.
Defensive works continus,

2. New strong point in area J6240 garrisoned by two companies
and eight tanks (estimated).

3. fxis mine field destroyed by cur ground troops in the
vicinity of J78LL.

SCOUTHERN SECTOR

1. Ho change in ground situaticn.

2, The rest of the Italian §lst Infantry Regiment (from which
part of Kaironan garriscn was taken) is believed to be in the Sousse-
S5fax area.

3. At Malmassy thirty Italians, captured by Aserican patrol
night of 16-17 Dec., identified as frem Bth Bersaglieri Hegiment.

L4+ French repert that Gabes further reinforced.

ALR

1. Five JU 88's reconnoitered sea area between Sicily and 2°E
between 0700 and L430Z, Dec. 16,

" 2y~ Long range bosbers (JU B&'a) were active from Sieily.
Eight atticked targets in Bone area between 1800 - 1900, 16 Dee.;
soven bombed targets in Libya between 0500 - 0500, 16 Dec.; six
active over Libys 1800 = 1500,

3. Fighter activity principally in convoy escort; several

DECLASSTFIED
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ME 110"s and one JU 88 sighted about 20 miles E. of Cani Island at
1200Z. : Ay

L, Transports, 7 JU 52's landed st Tunis at 1300Z. 35 JU 52'a
departed from Castel Vetrano for Tripoli at 1630Z.

SEA
Submarines.

1. Five vicinity Algiers - Gibraltar ares.
2, Four Alglers - Bone area,
3. Four Bone - Sardinis - Bizerte area.
L. Two betwsen Gibraltar and 9°W.
5. One sighted by air 50 miles SW Cape Palos,
Photo Reconnaissance, Dec, 15,
. 1. Sousse - 10 E-boats, 1 torpedo boat (probably 1 small
tanker).
2, Sfax - 7 landing boats or barges self-propelled, and two
a=il]l merchant vessals.

(Cu-IN-7695, 12-18-42)

DL éssiiEp
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E.u]. DoBBAREE pa.rnph.unﬂ:il

SIRENGTR TN NORTH AVRICA
ALLIES ALS
U.8, Strength Landed on in Port 178,800 Eetimnted
Strength of
British * " ¥ n: u 140,000 36,500
ALRL STHUNGTH
U.5. and British 576 Unienown
SIEENGTHE 1N TUNISIA
Esticated Total Strength 44,300 Eotimated
Strength of
U.8. 2,800 46 , 8O0
British 22,300
French 19,500
44,300
Allied Flanes 1681 Unlmown

'{within 200 miles of Tunia
DECLASSIFIED
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Hine B-24-Ds destroyed round house mad repalr depot at SFAX,

Decesber 15th. ILight anti-aireraft spcountersd,

AIR - Maltp Intelligence Sugsary

Fhotos December 15th Tunis show severe damage to warships ot
electric rallway depot mnhnuu;. bulldings on morth and south queys
and west of main basin, warehouses cn phosphates quay and other minor
peints throughout dock area.

La Goulette: One M/V 23,000 Tons capeized and burning besids
destroyed olling Jetty. Onme M/V 45,000 Tons damaged and low in water.
Gevere damage Shell 011 Depot, barracke morth of harber, ship repairing
yards and rallway gool® etrntlon and other bulldings in dock area.

Hights 15th and 16th December Wellingtons borbed Tunis and La
Goulette contimuously from 1730 to 0258. At La Oculstts many amnll
fires with secondary explosives. Tunis fires and explosions started
in buildings and rallway carshalling goods. Tunie and of canal appenred
partielly blocked by sand and debris from large explosion. Hodsrate
henvy and light flac encountarsd.

Decesber 16th Beaufishters dostroy one lorge Oerman airoraft

Southeast of Malta and one SHB2 east of Tripeld,

DECLASSIFIED 2
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TORCH

0700 Decesher 17 to 1900 Decembar 17
(A11 messages paraphrased)

STRENGH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLTER AXIS
U. 8. STRENGTH LANDED OR IN PORT 178,000 Estimated Strength of
36,500
BRITISH ™ " L 140,000 ’
ATR. STRENOTH
U 5. and British 576 rlnown

STRENGTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength Lk, 300 Estimated Streagth of
8. 2,50 :
British 22,300
French 19,500

Lk, 300

Allied Flanss 18 Unknown
within 200 miles of Tunis
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Situation Report No. L dated December 15, 1912
EASTEHRN TASK FORCE

1. 0On the south flank 6th Armored Division patrols on the night of
December =15 reported small enesy detachments 0 miles sast of Medjes E1
Bab. An enemy armed patrol was cbeerved in the same gepsral area d.u.ri.ngl
vigorous daylight plt.rol_ung. Ho othar ccmtlr.t. reported.

2. The first Ouard Brigade in the center reported L0 vehicles 1;& miles
northeast of Medjes E1 Bab. This target was bombed at 12152 and the pilots
reported locating only 8 wehicles.

3. The Toth Division reported enemy positions and motor transport at
the read junction 12 miles north of Uedjez El Bab, There was no other con-
tact.

L. On the north flank there is no change in the situstion of the 36th
Bripade.

5. The following units are enroute to the Eastern Task Force:

&, 16th regimental combat team by motor fros Algiers,
b. 1st battalion, 36th FA by rail and motor from Cran.
ATR

1. Geven B-17's bosbed ¥l Rouina airdroms, encountering heavy anti-
airgraft fire. All air craft returned,

2. Seven B-26'a also bombed El Aouina with 10 tons of bombs. ALl hit
on the airdroms and dispersal areas, One plane was shot down by antiaircraft
fire.

3. Twelve B-17's bombed the docks and shipping at Biserts, encomtering
intense antiaireraft fire. Smoke pots wore used along the target area,

L. Nine Beaufighter sorties were made over the ares on the night of

< P~ DECLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
l.ﬂ.‘lmsao.ﬂanrs.c 3.4

NLR 101
By R .HAHA,Dm of 2] gy



Decesbar 13=1l.
5. Fifty Beaufighter sorties were made on December 1l over Biserte—

(rest of message being serviced).

0~2 Report for the 2L howr periocd ending midnight December 15, 15L2.
Lann
First Army Sector.

1. Enemy sctivity limited to patroling and construction of defensive
works. [dttle movement was seen. Defensive work continues in areas pre-
viously reported and also immediately east and scuthesast of Mateur.

2. Enemy detachment and motor transport were reported at J5555; also
L0 enemy vehicles were in the area near J 6042 during the day.

1. Infantry also reported near Goubellat.

L. An air reconnaissance reported many tank tracks and | tanks wouth-
east of Djedeida at J 8358 in the southern ssctor.

5. At Bobengry offensive action was reported,

6. Part of the Kaircuan garrison from the $lst Italian infantry
regiment &nd some medium tanks were reported at El Aouina which is reported
being used as a detraining and transhipment point.

T. An unconfirmed report indicated the enemy are attempting to change
the construction of 3 former French G0 defensive lines at Mareth-Medenine
and one near the border to provent ingress inte Tripolitania from the morth
and west,

8, Esti=ated enemy strength:

. Combat troops in the Tunis-Biserte area - 17,000 Germana
4,500 Italians.
DECLASSIFLED
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b. Remainder in Tunisia: 2,500 Germans
7,000 Italians

2,500 German Air Force
5,500 Service Troops

—_

39,000 Total
AR

1. About six JU-86's wore on security patrol of the northern half of
the western Mediterranean throughout the day.

2. f#bout nine JU-B8's bombed targets in the Bome area. Eight ME-103's
and four FW 150's fighters were seen in the Bizerte-Tunis area during the
day.

3. Two JU-52 transports started for Sebala.

L. ¥ine JU-52 transports landed in Tunis from Regglo while 28 of the
s&me craft landed thers from Haplea,.

5. Seventeen JU-52 transports left Sicily for Castel Benito.

SEA
1. Nething to report on the French flest,
2. U Boats
. No sightings in the western Mediterranean. Probable
dispositions inelude 2 off Algeria, 2 between Algeria and Bone,
ard 3 at the western ‘approaches to the Straits of Gibraltar.

Summary of air activity follows:
1. During the week ending December 11, allied air forces flew 1584
misaions, totalling 5S40 serties. Activity throughout were seriously

§ PEVTYY T.‘D

KR
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hampered by heavy rains which turned ocur forward airfields into veritabls
seas of mud. 5
2. Nine bombing missions were flown and & total of 11,200 1bs of
HE were dropped.
3. Enemy losses;
8. Seven alreraft were destroyed (2 were destroyed in air activity).
B. Four aircraft probably destroyed and 8 aircraft damaged,
L. Ouwr losses for the same period as a result of enezy action were;
a. 5 aircraft destroyed (2 pilots saved).
b. B aircraft missing.
5.8 December Sth - Sixteen B-17's ssoorted by sixteen P-38's, bombed
the docks and shipping at Tunie with excellent results. 37% tons of HE
were dropped and hits were chserved on docks, sheds, railway yards and
on & cargo ship. Clouds of smoke resulting from this raid were seen £0
miles away.

b. On the same day eight B-25's escorted by six P-3d's dropped
B tons of HE on the Sidi Ahmed airdrome. Ome B-25 was lost from the
intense, ascourate light and heavy flak about the airport as & result of
this operation,

8. Later in the day ¥ Bostons, sccompanies by twenty P-38's,
dropped &% tons of HE on the same airdrome. On this mission ouwr fighter
escort destroyed 2 aireraft.

d. BSix Dostons attacked & tank concentrition near Akorma, dropping
ck tons of HE.

6. &. Decesber 6th - Seven Bostons, accompanied by eleven P-30's,
bombed an important bridge near El Bathan,

b. Thirteen B-17's, accompanied by eleven P=38's were dispatched
DECLASSIFIED
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against the docks and shipping at Eiserte.

2. A total of 12 Bostons on 3 separate missions and aceompanied
by fighter escort wis dispatched against Tebourba, & railread bridge near
La Hencha and & railroad station at Sousae,

d. Despite bad weuther the missions to EL Bathan were completed
with fair results believed chtained,

T+ Decesber 11th - An additional bembing mission was flown in poor
weather against a bridge north of Ia Hencha., Six B-25's with an emcort of
P-38's dropped %% tons of HE and hits were observed on the railroad near
the north end of the bridge.

8. Results of our encomters with enemy by our fighters on reconnaissance
and patroling missions were:

Frobably destroyed: L ME 109's

Dazmaged L ME 109's

3 ME 110's or 210's
1 Ju-B8

Our losses: L P-38'e
1 P=Lo

Wasings 1 B=25
T P=38's

T\'F‘i""l' ASSTFIED
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SIRENGTH 1) NORTH AVRIGA

ALLIES AXIS

U, 8, Strength Landed or im Port 178,000 Estimated Strength

of 35,500
British ¥ Ll LI L 140,000 A
7
N B
ALR STHIENGTH v
T. 8. and British E76E Uninown
STHENGTH I TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength 44,300 Batimated Strength
of 36,500
V. 8. 2, 500
Britiah 22,300
French 19,600
&4, 300
i
Allied Planes 181 Unlenown

within 300 miles of Tunie
! ! ! I l ! 1 DECLASEITIED
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-2 Hovort for December 14 reports the following:
LaT
Ho enemy offensive mctivity the night of Decesber 13-14,

with the sxception of active patrolling near Bou Arnds,
Goubellat and points J-T283, J-7234 and J-6243.

It ie reported the enemy has received reinforcesents,
ineluding artillery, in area J-407B,

Photographic :--c:mmnsunn-_ indicates enesy strong points
at points J-751667, J-746577, J-72OS79, J-T42561 and J-T22544.
Weapon pits are numercus in the areas near the strong polnts,
and there is an almost contimous line betwesn J-B73527 and
J-905463., Frobable strong points aleo the points J-E79508,
J-899480 and J-895866. A1l defensive positions indicate etrome
dafense to the approachss to Tunis.

Ho offeneive action reportsd from Krichem garrison, al-
though considerable transport ineluding some horse-drawn is
reported on the Sfax - Fald road.

French report an esti=ated strength of 2 companies of
enoxy at Manasey, with Germane moving in on the morning
Decesber 14.

ATE

Usual reconnalssance of the sea ares was made by G

alroraft.

Long-range boubers bombed Bone at dawn.

e
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Bomber estimated efforted in this theater - 35 sorties
for the period with 4 JU-88's operating between ? a.m. and
3 pems,; and 10 JU-BE's bosbing unknown target during first
half of night.

On defensive patrol 5 ME-109's and 4 FW-120"g in the
Tanis area, and 12 ME-109's in Bizerte area wore reported as
of 10:30 a.m,

Amprican Fighters attancked snemy alrcraft believed to be
109%'a on Gabes pirdroms.

HAvY

Yo reported important changes in ‘the Fremch or Italian
Fleots.

Pha Fleet Alr Arm torpedoed 2 motor vessels nt Ferry-
ville during the early morning.

Thres (3) submarines sighted by aircraft; ome northwest
of Oran, one northwest of Tenmez and one east of Cape Palos =
2 of them attacked by alroraft.

BMS Argonmut torpedoed 40' northeast of Bone. One ship
in a convey btetween Nemours and Oran torpedoed by submarine.
Estimate 10 submarines are operating betwesn the west coast
of Sardinia and Gibraltar, and & between Cape Do Oata =
Cape Trekx Forcas - Oape Fanlos = Oape Tene:.

T O
557th Gruppo (mech) AntiTank Artillery of Centaure

Divislon wae in Mateur area November 26. Battalion had 3

=B
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batteries ench of & 760 antitank guns mounted in light
S-man tenke. Prisoner believod that a 1ight tank battalion
from thie division arrived with him in Biszerte on Novesber
17, end possibly an infantry battelion.

Prisonsrs from 4th Flak Ersate Abtailung 52 in area

J-5664 on December 11,

A report from Cairo etotes that the British confirm
that Rommel is receiving aviation gasoline over land, using

Sousse, S5fax and Onbes nn ports of debatkation.

DECLASSIFIED
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TORCH

0700 Decesber 16 to 1900 Decesber 16
(All messapes paraphrased)

STHENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLTES AXTS
U. S, Strength Landed or in Fort 178,000 36,500 Estimated Strength
British ® Il g T 140,000
AIR STHENGTH
U, S, and British 576 Unknown

STHENOTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength by, 300 36,500 Estimated Streagth
U. 8. 2,500
British 22,300

French 19,500

Ly, 300

dllied Flanes 181 Unkonown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)

DECLASSIFIED
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

NLR 101
By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ i|!1£



Situation Report No. L7 - December 15, 1942,
ATHR ACTION
1. Seventeen B-17's attacked Tunis doeke and shipping; direct hit was
reported on one vessel and all aircraft returned.
2. Beaufighters destroyed 5 enemy planes over Bone on the night of
December 13ith.
3. Six enesmy planes made an ineffective dawn attack on Bone on December
13th,
L. Fourteen anti-submarine sorties were flown over the area Philippe-
ville = Bone = Alpiers on December 13th, however no subzarines were sighted.
5. BGixteen P-36's bombing, straffing and reconnaissance sorties, with
411 aireraft returning, were flown with the following results:
4. One locomotive shot up near the station at De Kerker,
b. Another locomotive shot up near La Hencha.

Seven Italian trucks were destroved near Chasba,

(=]

6. Mir sweeps of sixteen P-L0 sorties destroyed one enemy plane on
Gabes air field while one plane is missing fros antiaireraft fire,

T« Twelve B-2li's attacked Biserts havbor and shipping with 30 ton AF
bombs from 22,000 feet. Hits were cbserved on the docks and the planes were
attacked by 12 enesy craft of which L were asstroyed and several were
damaged. All of our planes returned.

8. Photo sorties made over Hizarte report 2l smoke pots giving off
white smoke cloud. .

?. Iwenty-eight fighter sortlies were made from Souk EL Arga on December
15th. No enemy aircraft were encountered,

10. Nine DB-T's attacked the Sfax railway yards with &% tons of bombe
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from 6,000 feet, with 1 bursts in the yard. Ddrect hits were scored on
two gasoline tank cars and two [fires were visible for LO miles. Anti-
aireraft fire was ineffective and no enexy aireraft were encountered.

A second attack by nine DE's with 8% tons of bosmbs hit building along
the track. ALl planss returned.

Situation Report No. L6 - Decesber 14, 1she.

NAVAL ACTION

1. Six swordfish attacked with torpedoss two ex—French =erchant shipe
in Nagzi hands at Bizerte, scoring 2 hits on one ship which blew up., A1l air-
cralt returned.

2. Bone harbor was raided on the night of December 12-13 without sericus
damage,

3. Force Q from Hone made & swoep over the Bizerte-Marittimo channel
on the night of December 13-1L; ome cruiser was torpedoed off Bone and is
now procesding to Alglers. Ko other results,

L. A sloop overhavled and rammed a subsmarins which made 2 wnsuccessful
attacks on a convoy off Bougle. Depth bosbe were dropped over the bubbles.

5. A eloop grounded in the Alperian harbor, as a result of a recent
storm, has been refloated,

EASTERN TASK FORCE

1. There was no enemy activity on the night of December 13-1l.

2. During the day patrols were in contact with enemy 3,000 yards east
of Bou-Arada - east of Goubellat - at road junction 7% miles sast of ledjes

El Bab - and at the roed junction 6 miles northeast of Medjes El Bab,
3. Headguarters of the 35th Brigade was shelled during the morning by

e ﬂ‘nﬁrnnm--m!
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L. The éth Commando burned an Arab village as reprisal for shooting

a French forestry official.

5. Aerial reconnaissance reports no enemy movement in the area Tebourba-
Djedeida-5t. Oryprien-Massicaukt.

6. The follewing troop locaticns are reported:

&. Thu&bhhw:-dhiﬁaionmthclmthﬂuﬂhpwm
around Teboursouk. The 38th Brigede and the advance headquarters
of the 6th Armored Division are 2 miles southeast of Teboursouk.

b. The Guards Brigade is at Medjes El Bab,

2. The 11th Brigade is east of Beja.

d. The parachute brigade is 9 miles northeast of Beja on
& lateral road between the Mateur-Beja road and the Djebel Abiod-
Beja road,

&, The 36th Brigade is along the Mateur-Djebel Abiod road.

£. The éth Commandos are 22 miles west of Mateur,

E- Combat Command B is assesbled Just east of Socuk El Khemis.



ZORCH

Ej.',tl RETTTYT mrnph.ra.u!!

BTHENGTH IN JORTH AFRICA
\4
ALLIES AXS
U. 5. Btrength Landed or in Port 178,000 36,800 Estlmated
Btrength
Eritish " L o " 140,000
ALR STRENGTH
U. 5. and British B76 Unknown
STHENOTH I3 TUTISIA
Estimated Total Strength &4, 300 35,500 Eetimated
Btrength
U. 8. 2,500

British 22,300

Fremch 19,500

44,300

Allied Flanes 181 Unlcrown
(within 200 =miles of Tunis)

Allied Tanis 204 Unlenown
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HAVAL
Cnly minor change in Italian and Tunisian ports shown
ty photo reconnalssance. Submarine rasmed and probably sunk
of f Bougle by EMS Enchantress. Merchant vessel, southwest
Trapani, torpedoed by fleet nir arm. Merchant vesssl, North
Sousee, torpedoed and left mground by British submarine, No

major changes in submarine dlsposition in Western Mediter—
Tanean nor western approaches to Gibraltar,
GRUInD
Epstern Tpue Force
6%h Armored Divielon: Vigorous patrolling - no
contact. Hoad junetion 6 miles south of Bou Arada - cross-
roads 3 miles east of Goubellat and crossromds 7% miles east
of Hedjez E1 Bab clear,
28%h Divisiog: Patrols report area west of Orich
El Cued (4 miles northeast of Medjez El Bab) clear. Twenty
(20) enemy vehicles in convey north of Hedjez E1 3ab shalled
and dispersed. MHedjezs E1 Bab lightly shelled.
Dombat Command *3":i Deficiencies in major equipment
dup to combat and bogging down during withdrawal nigit 10-11
December as follows!
50 medium tanks
B4 1light tanks
98 half tracks (M-2)
146 half tracks (H-3)

.-
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66 2% ton trucks [
78 ¢ ton trucks f
72 l-ton trallers
12 108MM gunes (8P)
22 76MM pans (5F)
18 37MH guns (5P)
35 Il Iﬂ].nl {towad)
ALl

Sur scticn: One hundred elghty-five (188) HAF Fighter
sorties on patrel and bomber escort mimsion - no camalties
claimed or suffered.

Twelve (12) anti-submarine sorties - 1 sighting, 1 attack.

Bridge north of Sfax bozbed by 6 B-28's., ALl returned,
Direct hite reported.

Sousss harbor attacked by & B-28's dropping 6% tons of
bombe. Harbor mnd docks attacied by 15 B-17's with 37% tons
of bombe. One ship hit. %o encounters., Heavy insccurate
anti-airoraft fire, ALl returned.

Bizerte docie and harbor mttacied by 11 B-17'as dropring
224 tons of bosbs, Four (4) planes danaged by anti-pireraft
fire. COne plane miseing. PElgerte also attacked by 18 B-2d's
dropping 57 tons of bombe. Hits oboerved on docke, Homvy

anti-pireraft fire encountered, Enemy attacked with planes,

=3
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severely damaging 1 B-20,

Thirteen (13) reconnaissance sortios in area Ferisna,
Sheitln, 5441 Bou Z14, Sousse nnd Gabes. Schooner near
Sounse strafed, 5 vehicles destroyed. All returned.

Baventy—slx (756) sorties by transpert airoraft ferry—
ing frelight.

anemy potlon: Heconnalssance over harbors and
shipping lene Alglers = Bone. Security patrol in Oulf of
Lyons. No aireraft in battle arem. Three (8) air forces in
Steitla aves during day. Four (4) ME-110's and severnl
ME-109"s in Gabes wicinity esrly afterncon.

Four (4) ME-109's in defensive patrol against attacking
Amerlcen hombers at Biszerte.

About 30 JU-63"s landed in Tripoll late afterncon. About
£ ME-110's landed after convey escort.

Bone bombed night 12-13 December.

peme T
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TORGCH

0700 December 15 to 1900 December 15
(All meseages paraphrased)

STHENOTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AXIS
T. 8. Strength Landed on in Port 178,000 36,500 Estimated Strength
British = " L 140,000
ATR STRENOTH !
U, 8. and British 576 Unknown

STRENGTH IN TUNISTIA

Estimated Total Strength Ly, 300 36,500 Bstimated Strength
U. 8. 2,900
British 22,300

Franch 19,500
Lk, 300

ALLTED PLANES 15 Unknown
(within 200 miles of Tunis) I

Allied Tanks 20l Unjgmown
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NAVAL
IN-bound motor vessel loaded with wehicles torpedoed off Sousse.
Vesacl was beached. Two F boats are present in Sfax. French ccaster with
carge of cosl from Algiers was sunk off Cape Carbog.December Hth, Kight of
December 11 and 12, ships in Algiers Bay were subjected to torpedo attacks
with one ship sunk and three damaged. A destroyer was torpedoed and sunk

&0 miles west of Oran Decesber 1lth. Survivors wars pleked up,

AIR

Tunds and La Goulstte docks were bombed with L% tons of HE by Wellingtons
and a4 very successful attack on night of December 13-1i. Explosions followed
with large fire observed en &,000 ton motor wessel in entrance to canal at
la Goulette. Other fires on large ship in la Goulette basin and on small
vessel south of canal entrance, Fires in ares south of Tunis main docka,

In patrol of Sousse Sfax railway 2 Beaufighters shot up a stationary train
north of Mahdia and dropped 250 1b, bozbe on railway betwesn Sfax and 1 Ades,
Twe Junkers 88 were destroyed by fighter planes southeast of Lampedusa,

No enemy sighted in fighter sweeps and patrols by HAF over ports and
airdromes on December 1lth., Beaufighters on night of December 11-12 destroyed
two of twelve enemy aireraft attacking Bene, Enroute to Sousse on December
12th nine B-26 aircraft encountered severe icing before reaching target
causing 2 planes to ecrash killing crew of one. Seventean 5-17 dropped L2 tons
of bombs on Tunis docks. A1l aireraft returned. In eight P-38 reconnaissance
sorties, T enemy vehicles and 1 enesy plane were destroyed.

1o .
First Ar=y Sector:

Little movement or enemy activity.
ohe
Eﬁ.ase’unsn . ‘
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Southern Sector;
Reported but unconfirmed report of German infiltration into Hadjeb E1

7

Adoun, Only enemy aerial offensive action reported in Djebel Krechem area.
Vaklansy reported occupied night of Decesber 13-1) by unestimated anemy
forces, Enemy half-tracks contacted 5 miles southwest of Furna, Our armored
units contacted enesy armored cars 12 mlles southwest of Font Du Fahs. Bou
Areda and Medjes were shelled and enemy motor convoy broken up by shelling
north of Medjes E1 Bab. Prisoners state last attack had limitsd objective,
capture Medjes. No offensive action Kebili Garrison reported. Enemy aerial
reconndissance of Aouggourt reported by French indicatas possible enesy
apprehension of security of southern flank. El Hamma is said to be occupied
by an Italian Metorized Squadron. Chott Djerid still impasaible. Continvation
of enemy traffic from Sousse to Sfax and Oabes. HNo new enemy Lldentification.,
Two main groupa apparently form advance enemy elements. One north of ¥ed jez-
Tebourba road consisting of approximately & company of the 150th Panzer with
possible addition of 15 tanks, infantry battalion, L gun field artillery
battery, and some armored cars. Second group south of and on road Wedjaz-
lassicault consists approximately of & battalion 86 Lorried Infantry Regimant,
12 gun Field Artillery battalion, and a recannaissance company. No enesy

reported to be west of Krubine Crich El Oued.

b Lial)
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1800 F“m“ 14 %o 0700 EH:I?II 15 LY
all messnges paranhrosed \!

STREN0TH IN WORTH AFRIOA
ALLIES HEIE
U, 8. Btrength Landed or in Port 178,000 36,500 Estimated
Btrength
British " L LI N 140,000
ALE STRINOTE
U. 5, and British 578 Unlnown
STRRDTE TN TNISIA
Estimpted Total Strength 44,300 86,500 Estimnted
Btrength
U. B, 2,500
British 22,300
Fremch 19,500
44,300
Allied Flanes 181 Unimown
(within 200 miles of Tunis)
Allied Tanke 204 Unicnown
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HEVIEW NO, 25 reports that a decisfion wns made on December

2 %o cease offensive action on the ground in order to nocusm—
ulate the means necessary to moke any decisive advance. The
minimum objective that seems desirable for a concerted all-
out push with what we have ls the capture of Turde snd the
crowding back of the hostile force into the fortress at
Bizarte. : During the interis, reinforcements and lopietical
Preprations were to go forward and then calculated at a wWeal,
two things were contemplated.

1. The ground forces were muthorized to contract their
lines in order to eave troops snd te refit units that wers so
badly depleted in personnel and equipment thet thelr offensive
value WAE ZOne.

2. At ﬂw sane tioe, the greatest possible scale of
bonbing wos to go forward in an affgrt to cut the hostile
Fupply lines and to weaken the enemy both in supplies and mornle.

It wns aloo hoped thet new alr fiolds could be found in
forwnrd areas which could be -1=p-1'nnd. o far as possible, and
where there could be placed sufficient supplies to sustain an
ell-out effort for a period of a few days. It wms then felt
that the target date could be obtained unless enemy action be—
came too powerful or the weather became impossible., In fact,

both sltuntions developed.
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On Deceaber 1 our forward troops becase engaged in
bitter defensive fighting, particularly in the ares of
Tabourba pnd to the west. Anderson's plan was to withdraw
farther than was originally intended. His purpose wms to hold
posltions that would insure our use of the road running north
from Beja and protect the comsunications center at Medjex E1
Bab. While the enemy attacks continued on m somewhat reduced
scale, they were in genornl beaten off, mnd cnmgy losees wera
apparently equal to ours,

Ca the evening of December 10, the withdrawal finally
tooic place with only a minimm of interference by the enaxy.
It was during thls movement and dus to causes not yet deter-
mined that the equipment of at least one battalicn of United
States troops in Combat Oommand ¥BY becams mired and had to be
abeandoned. The detalls ms to the extent of the materisl losses
in that Oomuand are mot yet evailable, tut all reporta indicate
tont they are serious. Losses in other positions of Anderson's
forces were ne;ligible, and his original plan is belng carried
out, -

Heplncoments are now arriving at the front. It Ls expected
thot both the 78tk Division and the Sth Arsored Division will
be at nearly full strength by Decesber 19,

The comditlon of Coxbat Oormmand "B® is aprarently eo

-
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sorious that the Commanders have recommended that it be
removed from the battle and replaced by the 19th Infantry
Combat Team which has alrendy been brought forwerd as far
ne Alglers. This tesm oan actually start forward on the
sorning of the 15h, but until that time all sotors will be
in use tramsporting supplies to n new nirfield for heavy
tembers that is being opensd at Biskra., In the meantize, 1t
is intended to reorganize and regroup Combat Command "RBI
and send up nome tank replacements to go with & anti-tank
gans by robbing the Cran Force still further. The latest
report indieates that there are availlable for Combat Command
"B in tank runners Z1 Germans, 22 ﬂn.u&s and an unknown
number of light (runners). Allowing several dsys for refit-
ting, resting and reorganization, Combat Command "BY ghould
bave sufficlent power to give satisfactory support to the
United States 18th Infantry.

Some reinforcements of French Infantry are also going
inte the srea, which will give us some additional security
in the rough country to the south of the main battle ares.

Une battalion of French troope ls also scheduled to po o

the left of the Hritish Force.

The weather has provented effscting bombing operations

due to an almost complete cloud cover over every profitable

YECT A )
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torget and aleo because of the bogeging down of our borbers

W

at the airdromes. A group of United States Liberators which
were brought from Englend several days age, has thus far been
unable to operate.

Eightesn B-17's took off today to bomb elther Tunis or
Bizerte, dspending upon the wenther; while a small number of-
mediun bocbers took off to operste ngninst Sousse, the results
of that operction have not yet been reported.

Testerdsy 6 medium bosbers attempted to destroy the bridge
about 18 miles north of Oabes, and initial reports indicate
that one spen of the bridge may have been destroyed. This in-
formetion has not been confirmed. An arrangement has been
mads with Tedder to keen a maximue pumber of henvy boabers
cpereting against the Bigerte-Tunis ares. This mrrangenment
includes o temporary exchanpe of our Liberator Group and
some of Brereton's B-17's which can operate froz Biskra, and
the Liberstors from just eart of Henghnsi. Zhis arrengement
Places the prismary target within the range of all the planes.

The Commenders' ostizate of the enemy strength is that
his groupd forces, except for tanics, have not been materially
increnssd lately. It was reported by Anderson that the snemy
explayed at least 80 Mark III and IV tanke on Decesber 10,

These tanks are opricedly superior to anything we have except

ey DECLAGSIVIED
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the Oermans or possibly the Grants, It has been stated that
our Orusader tanks, while earrying a good gun, are helpless
pgninnt German tanks in country whers cover and concealment Ls
imposaible,

Except for anti-tank and anti-aireraft weapons, the enemy
has shown no artillery mnd it 10 hoped that the artillery being
collected will take care of the enerxy tanks,

4n effort is being made to form a United Statos Battalion
of 156MM gune which we desire to bring in ms a surprise for the
big push.

The infantry brought here by the enemy Ls not his best
according to all reports. In several instances, small groups
have surrendered voluntarily snd generally the men sppesr to
have been thrown together without tos such training. Their
morale is rather low, while on the cther hand the morale of the
Fangers and air units seems of the highest.

Decexber 20 has been met ns the target date. In opite of
all difficulties, some improvement has been effected in the
logistical situation. However, dus to the precaricus nature
of the supply lines we cannot possibly undertaie an offenaive
of several daye without sufficlent reserve supplies being
accumulated at the railheads, Instructions have been ilmsusd
to asmure perfection of signal communications in the Alr Force
and in lisiscn between ground and air comsanders. It is

hoped that such coordination will be possible as will insure

==
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the saxismm tactunl effort with the means available.

Everything poseible 1o being dene to ralge the morale and
efficliency of the French contingents which are completely lack-
ing in any equipment that permits them to operate in territery
where they are exposed to armor, While there is not much we
cen do along tide line becnuse of our own u:'g_mt needs, it would
be n trosendous mornle nnd materinl advantage if we had immed-
intely available anti-toanik nod light flak squipment to supply
oven one reglment. It would be helpful if it could be reported
to Biraud that this equipsent and a minimum of motor tranepert
is beilng shipmed at once.

Twelve of the best Franch Pllots have already been absorbsd
to fly P-40's #o as to crente an Boprit de Corps ond increpse
their determination to fight.

Sttuptiop Report Mo, 43, dated Decegber 12, 1542,
EASTRERN TASE FORCE

In the engagement reported in Situntion Heport No. 41,
the Blade Force destroyed an enemy infantry detachment move
ing south frem Heteur, killing 100-and taking 53 prisoners.

(ur losses were 26 killed and 3 wounded,

In the Blade withirawnl, 3 cerrliers ~nd one E-pounder were
lost, Corponents of tha Blade Force have now roverted to normal
formations.

Combnt Command "B® has been withdrawnm to Corpe Reserve from

the mpin position where 1t wae relieved b the 11th Brigede.

S oS
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The Parachute Brignde hes completed cccupation of the
nev positicn.

The 2nd Battalion of the Lancastershire Fasiliers is
now part of the 5141 Nelr (approximately 20 miles southwest of
Mnteur) garrison,

On the night of 11-12-December, the Sth Armored Division
bad potrols in the area east of the line Bou Arsdn (25 miles
southenst of Beja) - Goubellat (10 miles south southeast of
Medjer E1 Bah).

At 1130 2 the 78th Division made contact with three columms,
each of mabout 25 vellcles consisting of tanke and infantry,
advancing on Medjex El Hab from the direction of Tunis. No
assault was mnde on the town, but attempts were made to Infilérate
north and south of the towmn. The 78th Division reported all
quiet at 1700 I,

"~ " Mank Destroyer unite in the area of the 35th Brignde,
Gth Commawdos, captursd two machines gun posts during the might
Decezber 11-13,

OQur Ar Force successfully strafed eneay I.n'ur vehicles
on the road Tanls - Hedjex El Babh and the romd 8t. Oyprien
(10 silen woutheast of Djedeidn) - Massicault (9 =miles south
of Djedeidn) despite anti-piroraft fire of sccompanying tanks.
MEITE CASE FUROE

Company "C" of the 4lst Armored Infantry moved on December
§ tv road from Sale to the vieinlty of Souk E1l Arba Iu HherB

=B



north of the Sebou Eiver,

. ww. shows the following information in

nddition to that covered By the Situation Raport.
Lz

A8t Armr Sscgor: Pont Du Fohe was reported oceupled on
Decezber 12 by an enemy force of 10 tanks, some artillery amd
ermored cars.

Additionnl Italimn reinforcements are reported to have
lnnded at Ooulette on Dececber 12, wearing a blue btadee with &
silver siripe. They may be from the B5th or S56th Infantry
Hegizents of the 32nd Infantry Ddvislon.

derinl reconnnissnnce during the moralng revealed no move-
ment on the roads east and southemst of Kebili (50 miles west
of Gabes) where thore wne reported nn ostimstad enemy strangth
of B0O.

Hoports continue to come in concerning the disesbarication
of reinforcesente at Sounse, with movement south toward S5fax,

Documents end other identifications found on December 11
in the ares neer Dfotel Ablod (35 miles west of Mateur)
suggeets the presence of the lst Italiah Parachute Sattalion
oestinated at 15 offfcers snd 237 men. There s no iaddecation
of thelir present whersabouts.

AIR
Oerman air operations included a recarnnispance of the

Fhillippeville harbor, light bombing of Sbeitla (100 south southoast
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of Sousse) nnd Gafoa (120 miles southwest of Sfax) and an
attack by night bombera on Hone.
La%al

Mreraft sighted two merchont vessels apiroaching Sousse
froo the north. Two merchant vessels, two destroyers and f{rlu.r
escort vessels were observed north of Capri, steering south.

Anti-submarine defenee included the following: one 40
miles south of Cape Da Oata:; one north of Alboran Islend and
ono noear the woestern approaches to Gibraltar.

Two were attacied by alreraft without resulte in one case,

and not estimated in the other.
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TORCH
0700 December 1l to 1500 December 1
DessAEes DATA) B
STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA
ALLTES AxIs
U. 5. Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 36,500 Estimated Strength
British " " "= = on 140,000
ATH STRENOTH
U. 5. and British 578 Unknown
STRENGTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength 11300 36,500 Estimated Strength
U. 8a 2,500
British 22,300
Franch 19,500
300
Allies Planes . 15 Unlenown
(within 200 miles
of Tunis)
Tanks 20k Inknown
. DECT """".'.'IJ
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Situation Report No. L2 dated Decesber 11, 15L2.

1. A French Tunisian Division mumbering about 7,000 is in the sone
of the First Army in vicinity of Medjez El Bab — Souk El Kheamis — Socuk
El Arba — Le Kef.

2. Part of the Tunisian Division, consisting of mechanized cavalry
and infantry, is on the south flank of the First Ammy.

3. An Mpgerian Division is south of the Tunisian Division. It consists
of the following:

Infantry - L,000
Cavalry = 1,000
Enginesrs, signals and services
Total = 6,000 combat troops

L. The Constantine Division is south of the Algerian Division and
sonsists of approximately 5,000 combatant troops located in the gensral area
of Sbeitlas — Kasserine — Tebessa.

5. South of the Constantine Division is the zone Aures —— Nementchka
with headquarters at Khenchela. 1500 cavalry are in this sone.

1&. USA forces in central Tunisias Fald - 3rd Battalion, 26th Infantry;
Company B, 7Ol TD Battalionj Platoon of Company G, 105th CA Battaliom AAj
Company E of the S03rd Parachute Infantry.

A tolegram was received by the high commissioner from Jovernor Jeneral
Boisson at Dakar which states that he has given instructions for the immediate
release and return to British Colonies of all English and United Nations
interness. It is requested that competent allied authority be advised so
that this inforsation can be sent to Great Britain to permit application of

the reciprocal measures agreed on. It is that information be
= DECL! LD

l.a.gsu Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4

By RT, NARA, Date_ «/ 294 .



furnished regarding the measure taken for the relsass of French internees
contemplated upon on the agreement of Governor Oeneral Boissen.
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STRENOTH IN NURTH AVRICA
ALLIES A3
U. §. Btrength Landsd or in Port 178,000 36,600 Estimated Strength

Britisk " KW E W 140,000
AR STRINOTE
U. 8. and British ET8 Unleriown
STRINOTE 1N TUNISIA s

Eatimnted Total Strength 34,500 36,500 Estimnted Strength

U, 8 3, 300

British 23, 300

Fraach 9,200

3, 800 llr(

Allisd Flanes 181 Unimown
{within 200 ailes
of Tunie)
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Feriana

Youks Les Bains

Souk E1 Arba

Bone

Carbobert
Frillippeville

Diidje1ld

AIRTRATT LOCATION

18 Fighters Aglers (including
Hida rnd Malson

18 Mghters Blancha)

7 Bombers (L)

37 Fighters

4 Night Fightars

9 Bombers (Ren) Oran (including
La Senia,

30 Fighters Tafaroui, Nouvien,

& Bombera [Ren)
32 Bombers (L)
10 Fighters

10 FPighters

let Battalion Armored Reginzent

lst Battalion Armored 13th Heglmant

(-)Conpany mt Oran,

2nd Battalion 13th Armored Begsiment

Doetachment Znd Battalion 67th Armored

Beglment

Gth Armored DHvision 165th Lancers

Gth Armored Divisicn 721et Lancers

Helixane)

Cud e
Casablanca

2 (1)
23 (L)

22 (M)

o (M)

80 Fighters

12 Fight Fighters

20 Bombera (M)
18Bacbers (H)

13 Reconnnissnnce
7 Zroop Carrlers

65 Fighters

10 Bombars (M)

29 Boobers (E)

42 Troop Carriers

20 Heconnalssance

58 Fighters

20 Bocbers (1)

1 Bomber (M)

22 Troop Carriers

4 Beplacement (L) at Beja

B0

45

I‘JE"

FIED
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NATAL

Shipping attacks by bosbers at dawn 11 Decesber off Bone,
Fhillippeville and Bougle, with no kmown damege, About 12 sub-
marines operating between 8°2 and Oltraliar, and about § betwesn
11°W and Gibraltar.
ALR

8ix (B) of our B-25's attamcked bridge north of Sfax with 7
tone of bombo, scoring direct hits cn & railwey and near-misses on
bridge. For alreraft strength and location, see pages 1 and 2.

Enesy alr reports not yet received, tut it appears there was
some sotivity by torpedo bombers from Sardinis, and long-ronge
bosbers from Sieily.
GEEVLD

Cur forces withédrew during ths night 10-11 December and the
day of the 1lth. They were covered by the Blade Force which was
dus to withdraw the night of 11-12, The new line is reported to
run from the vieinity of Testour north and slightly west, to a point
pomp 20 miles northeast of Beja; with a strong patrol nt.r. road
Junction halfway between Mateur and Hedjez El Bab. The 356th and the
Hlade Force evidently remalined in poesition, and the Juards Brigade
and 2 Prench Battalions are holding Medjes El Bab. Combat Command
"R had some difficulty withdrawing trucks and half-tracks doe %0
mistoke in order by one unit, The Blade Force repelled an enex:y
attack soutk of Mateur and the Ouards Brigade repelled an attack

of infantry and armor from the emst toward Medjez E1 Bab, with the

SRy
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enesy losing 2 tanks destroyed and 2 damaged,

The enesy reinforced Endrouan during the night 10-11 with
S00 Italisns and some 1light or medium taniks, Kebili Enrrison pre-
viously estimnted betwsen two nnd three hundred, is now reparted
reinforeed by an enemy motorized batialion. The following eneay
unite have been reported: 1lst to 4th Cozpanies of Lorried Infantry
Hegiment 86§ olements of the German 358th Infantry Heglzent in the
8fpx-Fald prea; 4th Panger Brigade; 7th Panzer Eegiment with lot
and Znd Battalions. At least one Oerman battalion reported esquipped
with machine gan Model 42, Statesent frosm prisoner indicates
prosence of limited numbers of BBMM anti-tank guns oa self-propelled
mounting, arsored frent and sldes and open renr.

S0 b

There nre izproving weather conditions in the area, with

Chott Djerid still reporied impassable due to ralns, Thig shallow

salt marsh lake is east of Eebild.

-4
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STRENOTH IN NORTH AFRIOA |

ALLIES AXS
U.8, Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 36,500 Batimated Strength

British © ' AR R 340,000
%18, 00
AIR STRENGIE

U.8. and British Tnimown  Unimown

BTHRNGTH IN TUNISIA

Eetizated Total Strength 34,800 36,500 Dstimated Strength
7.8, 8,300
British 22,300

French glam
34,800

Allisd Planes 181 TUnimown
(Within 200 Hiles of Tunis)

00 CHANOR IN THE SITUATION T0 HEEPORT
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TORCH
0700 December 12 to 1700 Decesber 12
(A1l messages paraphrassd)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES ; AXIS

U. 5. Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 38,500 Estimated Streagth

British ® "= wow = 19,000
ATR STRENGTH —
U. 8. and British Unkmown Unkmonn

STRENGTH IN TUNISTA

Estimated Total Strength 34,800 36,500 Estimated Strength
7. 8. 3,300
British 22,300
French 7,200
3L, 800
illied Planes 161 Unknown

(within 200 miles of Tunis)

KO CHANGE IN THE SITUATICH TO REPCHT.

DROT Ancrrr=n
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ICECH

{..I.:Ll meBsAReR paraptu'uid.i

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA
ALLIES AXIS
U. 5. Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 15,000 Eetimnted Strength
Britigh * L] L RO 140,000
AR STHINGTH
U. 5. and British Unkmown Tnlmown

SERENOTH IN TUNISIA

Estioated Total Strength
U. 8. 3,500
British 18,300
French 9,200
30,800
Allied Flanes 181

(within 200 miles of Tunis)

15,000 Eotizated Strength

Unlcnown

DECL: 1ED
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AD sraawars .
U. 5. aml British [Ty Unkcrmrmn
STRENOTH [N TUNISIA
Estimated Total Stremghh 3,800
U. 8. 3,00
British 28,00 36,500 Estimated Strenghh
e 200
3k, 800
Allied Flases imn Dnberomn

(Within 200 miles of Twmis)
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STREENGTH 1) FORTH AFRICA
ALLIES ALE
U. 8. Stremgth Landed or iz Fort 178,000 167860 Estimated Strength
British " L Ll ks " 140,000 j&"’?p
ALR STRENGTR
U. 5. and British Unkerowm Unienawn
STRENOTH 1N TUNISIA
Eptimated Total Strength 30,800
U. 8. 3,300 7000 Eotinated Strength
Britisk 18,300 3¢yoo
French 9,200
30,800
Allied Flanes 18 Unlmawn

(Within 200 miles of Tunis)
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Situation Revort JNo, 39, December 10
ALGIERS
Naval

HBape: Two motor torpeds boats arrived December £, Swoep
northward executed by Forece @, returning daylight Decemher 9. No
resulte.

Alglers: Sloop aground in bad weather Decesber 9. Asrisl
torpedo sunic Corvette December 9, in daylight raid on shipping in bay.

Enstorn Task Force:; Patrolling potivity only by both
sides. Hea¥y rains make ground off roads and trails wnfit for wheels
or tracks.

r = r

Cperation forward areas, and ssrvicea®ility forwnrd air-
dromes limited due to ndverse weathar.

Bong: Eighteen sorties flown — nine for skipping pro-
tection and nine antisubmarines. No evidsnces.

Alglers - Decesber 91 Oenvey escorted and ten sorties
for shipping protection flown. Spitfires attacked three enemy air-

eraft which sank Corvette in bay. Olouds made posaible ene=y escape.
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TORCH

L.

0700 December 10 to 1900 December 10
(A1l messages paraphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AxIS
U. 5, Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 15,000 Estimated Strength
Eritish ® . L 10,000
AT STHENOTH
U. 5. and British  tnimown Unimown

STHENOTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Strength 30,800 15,000 Estimated Strength
U. 8 = 3,30
British 18,300

French 9,200
30, 800

Allied Flanes 161 Unknown
(Within 200 milea of Tunis

DECL.ASSTITIN,
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A report from Lisbod on Decesber $th states that an excellent
source has indicated that orders have been issusd in Spain to com—
plete the mobilization of the classes of 1935 to 1541 inclusive by
Decesber Z3th. The class of L3 is already in barracks. Only re-
Uable subjecte will be activated as Reds and doubtful elesments
remain immobilized. Ressrve officers have received the usual
warndng instructions. The air force contingent of the above classes
has alrveady been incorporated making the effectives thus called up
about 450,000 in additien to the 250,000 and 200,000 in Morocco for
& total strength of $00,000 by the end of the year. This force
will lack equipment, clothing and artillery. The above figuras
have been checked with the British who have estimated the figura
to be B00,000. Those industries capable of producing war material
have been told to be ready by December 29th. In this connection my
attention has been called to a new factory at fipollgerona which is
producing chemicals and a:lplnuliu ef a secret nature. A Turkish
diplomat here from Ankara reliably reperts & Bulgarian Army of
700,000 i receiving equipment and instructions from the Germans
in antiaircraft and antitank fire, parachutes and land mine laying.

The Germans are said to have five divisions in southern Greece.
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iﬂl messages paraphrase ﬂ!

-’
STHENGTH IN NORTE AFRICA
ALLIES . ALS "
U. 8, Strength Landed or in Port 176,000 15,000 Estimated Strength
British * L . 5w 140,000
ALR STRENGTH
U. 5. and British Uninown Unimown
SIEENGTH IN TUNISIA
Estimated Total Stremgth 30,800 15,000 Estimated Strength
U. 8. 3, 300
British 18,300
Franch 8,200 '
50,800
Allied Flanes 181 Uninown
(Within 200 miles of Tanis) |1

T \coTrTED
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READY CTHER L03SES BY| LOSSES
COMBAT OOMEAT OAINS ENEIY IUE 20
1IN I WEEK WEEE BALY.E2C|ACTION | ACCIDENT
P-30e B4 51 1 14 5
Spitfire | 88 74 8 ] 4 2 1
F-40 g0 ol 13 10 1 1
4 19 12 7 12
m-7 12 6 3 3
4208 B2 For 25 42
B-250 20 18 2 10 1
B-25 15 12 2 1 1
B-7 & 47 2 1
JanP 1 12
B-24d 23 22 1 24 1
Mosguito 2 a : 1
047 4
b 143 11 20 ]
DoTALE (609 | 450 | 108 45 &0 24 ] 5

* There i an error here for Pu38's, The sum of columns FHCED ehould equal A
In this case 1t does not. Figures given are taken from Cable 248 of

Deceamber 9.

- -
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TUNISIA: No serious activity during period midnight December Tth to Bth.

Positlion of ocur forces ms followst

(1)

(2)
(2)
(4)
(s)
(8)

(7}

Combat Command B holding a 1line covering Medjesz el Bab
and El Ouessa,

11tk Brigade holding a 1line North of Medjez el Bab.

Blade Force at B Malah.

1ot Guard Brigade at Oued Zarga.

36tk Brignde 15 miles sast of Mateur.

Gth Armored Divielon (less detachments) 4 mile southwest
of Beja. t

18th BEOT arrived at Alglers from Oran.

Enemy has withdrawn behind the line Pont Du Fahs - Massicault., Enesy

troopes located as follows:

(1)

(2)
(=)
(4)
(5]
(&)

Tanks and armored cars covering a line of ccoupled pill boxes
south of Lake Sedjouml. Tanks marksd with "10" and "Africa
Eorps."

Detachnents at Chouigl, Maseicanlt and Pont Du Fahs,

400 Italiane at Ealrounn,

15th Italian Motorized Cavalry reported at Gabes,

91let Italian Infantry Regiment reported at Sousse,
BEsinforcesent contirmues to arrive at 5fax from north and

at Oabes from south,

Little nir activity dus to poor weathar.

Un December 7th 55 ground support sorties were flown from
Souk El Arba, 50 patrols over Done, 23 antl-submarine

patrols from Alglers. Hsports state maln street of Blzerte

used as fighter runvay. PL .- LHIED
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NAVAL: Navy fleet of 3 battleships which left Naples on Deceaber 7th

st1ll not located. No change in remnants of Freach fleet at

Tonlon.
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0700 December § to 1900 December 9§
(M1 messuges paraphrased)

ALIIES A5

U. &, Strength Landed er in Port 178,000 15,000 sstimated strangth

BEritiah n " " " " 140,000
AIE STRENOTH
U, 8. and British &1L Planes Unknown

STRENCTH IN TINISIA
Estimated Total Strength 29,000 15,000 satimated strangth
u. &, 3,300
British 18,300

Pranch 9,200
30, 800

Allied Flanes i Unlenosm
(within 200 miles of Tunis)
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=2 F t, Decamber 7.
ALGITRS
a, Ground.

In the nerthern sector although there was intense patrol
activity, the situation is guiet. After counterattack of December &th
El Guessa was abandoned by the enemy without a fight, As a result of
posalble heavy infantry losses, the enesy appears to have withdrawn
within a defensive perimster. On the afterncon of Decamber Tth, contact
was remorted at Hir leherga. Twelve miles southeast of Mateur a strong
antdtank post was reported. Adn El Asker 1s clear. Only slipgnt activity
around Tebourba, and roads south and scutheast from Mateur or Djesdeida
are without mowessnt sccording to report from air observers. French
patrols on December 6th in areas Ousseltis and Pont [u Falis report them
unoccupied by enemy. Indications are enemy intends to collect armersd
and motorized units in vicinity south of Medjerd River. A semicircular
line of resistance Onela-<lornaghia=Eapheuan is reported being established
by ensmy. Also one to cover northwest approaches to Goussse., Southsrn
sector is also guiet, A reconnaissance was made on Decembar Tth by 30
German cyclists from El Hamman towards Keblli, Patrols of French re—
ported on Decembsr Gth that Fondouk El Okbi and Flchon are unocoupded by
the enemy. The garriscn of Djebel Kreche=m was reported to contain LOO
man with enemy dotachment reported at Bord] ¥l Aouim of two hundred men,

Pressnce of Tth Pangar Hegiment in Northern sector is indicated by

e DECLASSIFIED
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documents found. Prisoner captursd at Poat Du Fahs Decesber 3rd
identified 4th German Motorcycls Battalion, Italian 10lst Antitank

Battalion in Mateur area. San lMarco Bactagpon Itelian Marines are at

La Jouletts.
b. Mr.
At Gabes it is reported that an unlnown number of planes are
landing daily from the south,
g Naval,
No change®in French Fleet. A visual reconnsissance of the
Italiagn Fleet in Naples arsa on Decezmber Tth shows the tihree Littorioe.
battleships have left. Thres destroyers course north sighted 40 miles
northeast of Pentellaris. Four merchant ships in harber of Tunis.

About 10 (/B's six degress sast of Gibraltar,

-
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All nesapres paraniirnsed

STRENGTH I NORTH AVRICA

ALLIES

U. 5. Strencth Landed or in Fort 178,000

Britiah *# o g L

U. §. and British 614 Planes

STRENGT

Eetimated Total Strenpgth 285,000
t. 8. 3,300
British 18,300
Fronch 7 400
29,000

Allied Flones 181

(vithin 200 miles of Tanie)

DECLASSIFIED

140,000

AXTS

18,000 entimntod strongth

Urilenawn

15,000 eatimnted strength

Unicnowm

T
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c Glnana 1

Situntion Revort Wo. 3, 7 Decesber
ITTSIA

Combat Command "BY in possession of Xl Ouessa (apuroximately 10
ailes southwest of Tebourba), 11=1; Brigade eotablished in vicinity
of Hedjex E1 Bab, west of Medjerda River. Patrol activity during
dayr,  Enery apparently has withdrawn within hie defonses. On the
south flaniz, conteot was nade with the enemy at Bir Hoherge
{approximately 25 siles due wouth of Diedeida), Tha town of El Asker
(6 miles north of Bir Mchergs) is clear. On the north flank, a strons
nntitank post reported on Mateur-—Bels rond, located approximately 10
elles scuthwest of Mateur., No smovement on roads south and scuthepst
from Mateur and from Djedeidn reported by mircraft returning from
attack on Djedeida, In the Tebourba ares, only slight activity reported.
Two atiacks by supporting fighters and bombers on Dijedeids rallway
station, Tebourba and El Bathan, with apparent success.
ALCTERS

18th Infantry Replment with 431st Comst Artillery Battalion (AA)
to arrive Alglers by motor from Oran, 8 Dececber.
(=2 REPORY (Part 3 Ap) DECEMEFR §

In mddition to usual sen reconnaissance, 10 JU-B8's from
SBardinia carried out armed reconnalssancs of sea ares ss far wost
oo Bougie. 10 more mireraft identified overating from Sicilly to
vestward furing afternccn, mand 5 more after dusk, In Blzerte ares,

U. 5, aireraft zet no enemy fizhters.

]'\'F.‘f"’ A S ---—-D
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Hlads Force, reported 15 miles north of Medjes E1 3ab, has
recovered 5§ tanks. 78th Divielon confirme 20 enemy tanks lmociced
out December 8. Iipissn report from Fremch GHQ states 2 more French
Infantry Battalions to support 78th Divislon., One battallon there;
all are from the Tunis divieion. PFrench troops have occupled Pichon
(40 miles due north of Faid),

AIR Dece=zber 6.

Continuous patrols over shirping in Alglers and Bone arsa. 1
ensmy destroyed. In & ewesps over battle area, 2 enomy dectrayred,

3 probably, and 4 dampsed, P. B, losses — § nlanes. On night
Dacanber £6-7, Beaufipghters destroyed 5 onery plenes over Bone. On

7 December 7, low-flying DB-7's bombed target in Tebourte - El Bathan
areg; tonics were aleo machine-gunned. Four (4) bombing miselons
over Blizerta forced to return dus to weather. I"—d{.:l'n were in actiom
for the first time in Tunieis aren. One P-40 missing. Adreraft on
roconnninsnnce over Sfax destroyed two (2) enmemy planss. One B-17,
on photo reconnplsspnce, attecked by 3 enesmy planes, One enesy

nlene nrobably destroyed, and one damnged, No dncape to B-17.
Ansther nhote reconnalssance unit plane attacked by FW-190. Cne

enpine dannged.
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0700 December 8 to 1900 December 8
\All messages paraphrased)

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA

ALLIES AXIS
. 8. Strength Landed or in Port 176,000 15,000 estimated strength
British = " LR " 100,000
AIR STRENOTH
U. 5. and British &1l Planss Unimewn

STRENGTH IN TUNISIA

Estimated Total Stremgth 29,000
U. 8. 3,300 15,000 estimated strength
British 18,300

French 7,400

29,000

Allied Flanes
(within 200 piles of Tunis) 18 Unkniown

T" AT 4
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Situation Heport No. 35.

ALGIERS
Counterattack and regaining of high ground, El Quessa, reported by
Eastern Task Force liaisen officer. Location of Cosbat Command B forward

patrols is unimown. 6&th Armored Division is relisving Hlade Force. 5th
Corpa reports situation in hand with enemy withdrawing from battle area.
Some Germans are still south of El Guessa.Due to good air support of
Combat Command B, no serious bombing attacks have been encountersd for
two days,
FATD

Humercus enemy bombings in morning. Eighteen vehicular casualtisa
to date.
AR

Docks at Bizerte were attacked on the night of Decesber L-5 by 13
Bisleys. North of Quay & large fire was cbserved. Antiaiveraft [ires
encountered were moderately accurate; one aircraft is missing. Djedeida
airdrome experienced two low flying attacks; ome enemy plane destroyed in
combat, one probable, L dasaged; our losses, &. Three B-T's attacked
bridge over Medjerda Hiver at El Bathan. West of Faid two enemy planes
were destroyed and two damaged by P-38 aircraft. Four enemy aircraft
were destroyed on ndght of December 5-6 over Hone by 16 Beaufighters.
Forward area covered by four fighter sweeps. In engagement over Medjex
ElL Bab by six fighters, two of ouwr planes were destroyed; enemy losses
are unknown. Sfax, Oabes and Jafsa covered by two P=18 aircraft patrol
sorties over Faid and Sousse. Ia Goulette docks in Tunis were attacked
night of December L=5 by Malta Wellingtons with 30 tons of bosba. Direct
hits were made on two medium sized vessels and railway siding.

SECRES oo
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G2 Air Report
Decesber &th Air Operations.

Two alrveraft operating as far west as Hougle again made reconnaissances
of southern half of Mediterranean. Daylight cperations by 12 long range
bosbers over Tunisia. Night operations by about 20 aiveraft with Bone as
main target; L night raiders claimed destroyed; other evidence indicates
several aircraft were in distress. Movements of large traneports reported
between North Africa and mainland with estimate of some L0 aircraft in

operation..
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0700 Decat
All messnges maranhrased

STRENGTH IN NORTH AFRICA
ALLIES AXIS
U. 8. Strength Landed or in Port 178,000 15,000 estimnted atrength —

British * u R x B 140,000
ALR STHENGTH
U. 5. and British Bl4 Planes Unlenown

) e T g
Estiarted Total Strangth 29,000 -
U.. 5. 2,300 15,000 estinated strength :
British 18,300
Franch 7,400

28,000

Allied Flanas
(vithin 200 miles of Tunis) 181 Unicnown
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SITUATION L]

HAVAL
o change

WESTERN TASE FORCE

Ho change

CENTER TASK FORCE

Ha change

EASTERN TASE POROR (TUNISIA)

Decesber 6, Sth Argrll and Scuthern Highlanders moved from north
to Oued Zarga, Ninety (90) personnel of 2nd Bottalion Hampshire
Eeginent returned during the night Decesber I,

A Jomaando unit mads successful sea landing nnd held rosd June-
tion north of Mateur for 3 daye, inflieting heavy lonses on lorried
infantry for 3 dnye; then returned to 35th Brigade becaunse of surmly
shortage.

5ix (B) alrcraft attespted to use Mediez Bl Bab ndvanced landing
field. Zwe (2) dsstroyed landing.

11tk Brignds received hoavr dive bosbing pttacks December 6. No
report on lossaes,

Germen tanc and infantrr attack let Battalion Bth Infantry at
0800 December & from E1 Bathen, and turings heavy confused fishting,
panetroted Allled positions on Bl Ousnea.

About 1000, pnother Oec=an column headed br tonke advanced on
road Tunis - Mamsfnsult; turned northwest at Purnn, and attacked lot

Onttelion 6th Infantry from southanst,

DEcr o0
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The 2nd Battalion of 18th Arsored Repiment wns ordered to
attack from the south of the &th Infantry, They were late -t;.rtiru-.
fnd wore stopped by enemy SEMM funs installed along the southern
end of the El Oussso featura, Pive (8) tanks were lost, 4 runs
destroyed by enemy tanks, Confused fighting followed, with E1
Guassn half enemy snd half Allied. Infantry loshen wers heavy. 2nd
Battalion of. Gth Infantry them crossed river and attacked El Qusssa
ferture from northwest with backs to the river, mupported b tanks
end artillery. TDuring the nipht, enecy dlsahled tenisa wers dentroyed
and Allled tanks worth saving were recovered. Also during the night,
the 1lth Brigede withdrew extending to the sothwent.

12 cnemy planes were dentroyed, 3 probably dostroyed, pnd 10
damared. Allles lost 5 planes,

Enemy dlve boobing less sovers, Enemy used 500-pound bosba
at Fald, ™t damage was light.

Frisoners reported Allied bosbing st S5fax waa heavy, tut Wid
little damage except to vehicles,

Allled patrols found following pointe urcceupled on Decosbar (-
2oq, Aredadn, Xasar, Lemsa, Pichon, Foondou's; Bl Okbdi,

Enemy reinforcements reported to steadi 1y &riv:nr by sen snd alr,

T, @
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LOIDON EEPORT

Borbing of locomotive ond earringe works st Lille, Decasber
6 reported successful, S5light accurate heavy antieireraft fire
encountared. Mumerous encounters with snemy aircraft, Thres (3)
bomb groups claimed to have destroyed 9 enemy plrnes, 1 nrobably
destroyed and 7 denaged. One B-17 downed by antiairorafty fire, 3
men of 2 crews injured. Six (6) B-24's hombed Abbeville Ducet Air-

droma, attacied by 30 F¥-190's, Twe (2) wore destroyed, 6 probables

ond one B=24 last seen soing down half across channel,

g
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TORCH

0700 December 7 to 1900 December 7
(A1l messages paraphrased)

Sitvation Report Neo. 32.
HAVAL

Bone. Heavy bombing of port before dawn December Lth and night of
December L-5 without damage to shipping or Maval casualties,

Mlglers., Return of Force § from night sweep with promising attack
made on submirines but no other results,

Oran, Operations of Force H to northeast and proceding to Gibraltar.

Oibraltar, Delay of 3 ships in KMP-L; two on account of collision
and one with mechanical trouble. Transfer of passengers to Llanstephan
Gastla.

Eastern Task Force. No reports due to wire faillure.

Central Task Force. Frotection of key points of railroad and highway

Stefbarbg Du Tlelat to border of French Morccco by First Battalion 1%th

Enginesers.
Western Task Force. 30th Infantry, less 2 Battalions, proceeding by

railroad to Guarcif. Ilst Battalion 30th Infantry proceeding by railroad

to oujdia.
AR

17 Bisleys attacked Biserte docks and shipping and Sidi Ahsed air-
drome the night of Decesber 3-l. One plane missing and three damaged by
antisireraft. @ B-25's attacked S5idi Ahsmed airdrome wity bombs falling
on airdromes, hangars and aircraft. Flanes were attacked by L anesy

aireraft but enemy losses were unknown. One B-25 missing. In an attack

i
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on 5idi Almed by nine [B-27's bosbe balieved short of target and ssveral
DE17's were damaged by antiaircraft. Sixteen B-17's attacked Tunis docks
and shipping with hits on docks, sheds, merchant vessel and railway yards
but all planes returned. Ten Bisleys on support bosbing in vicinity of
Souk El Arbg met sbout 45 enemy fighters and L Bisleys were forced down.
Crewa are safe., There is no news of tha resaining Risleys. In ths for-
ward area 5 fighter sweeps were sade with destruction of & enesy planes,
2 probabile and 6 damaged. Our losa, § planes. 13 recomnassaince sorties
over Faid, Feriana, Gabes, Sfax, Sbeitla, Kairouan, Sousse, Pont Du Fahs;
no enemy aircraft sncountered. 3 PUR over Sousse, Sfax, (dbes, Sardinia
and Sicdly. Leocation of air units: Souk EL Arba, LS fighters; Youks Les
Bains, 37 fighters, % DB 7 light bombers; Bome, 76 fighters, & heavy
bombers; Canrcbert, 7 light bombers; Djedjelli, 12 fighters; Alglers,
including Maisson Blanche and Blida, 30 fighters, 7 night fighters, 26
night bombers, 7 1l7-medium bosbers, & heavy bosbers, 2l reconnassaince
planes, 33 troep carriers, ‘11 bomber reconnassaince planesj (ran, includ-
ing La Senis, Tafaraoui, Nouwion and Heliszane, 82 fighters, L3 heawy
boabers, 58 troop carriers; Casablanca and viecinity, 68 P-L0's and 16

troop carriers.

At Aumara airport antiaireraft gma are now manned. Nine thousand
yards ‘west of Alcazaivir defensive positions now occcupied. Several
battalions going wouth on foot from Tangler were personnally chsarved.
On the nights of November 1Tth and 1l8th fifteen thousand white troops
were moved by truck from Ceuta to International Bridge 30 kilometera

south of Tangier according to relisble contact. DECLAS
2. SR
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Activity of Flandin carefully surveyed. He is residing tesporarily
in Phillippeville, His dealings with German induntrials is imown to
yurphy whe understand that Flandin handles certain business transactions
for them in North Africa, Murphy's opinion however, is that Flandin is
at present in as much disreyute in Germany s he is in the United States
and is now trying to re-establish himself in our good graces. Derlan sus-
peets him of attespting to undermine the latter in order to set up soma sort

of parlismentary regime in North Africa.

LONDON 0-2 Heport.
Ground

German priscners of 18th Marsch Battalion cqptured at Faid, This is
an independent infantry battalion intended originally for Afriks Korps
10th Bersaglie E in vicinity of Sfax—~Faid. Frisoners state this unit
replacing ¥lst Italia Infantry Hegiment, Superba Division. In northemn
Tunisis local &ttacks are continued by enemy to improve and enlarge
bridgeheads while continuing to {mprove defensive line Mateur Daih =-—
Djebel Sakkak —— Djedeids — Saint Cyprien —- Mohammedin, Secale of enamy
activity vigorous. Enemy concentrations, armored cars and infantry re-
ported scuthwast of Cheylus. In southern Tunisia enemy reported concentrated
north and scuth of Sfax-——Faid hoad, Continuation by air and water of enesy
reinforcement although reduced by losses. Although enesy casualtles are
considerable; combat efficiency is still high.

Mz

Two long range reconnalssance aireraft in operation in southern half

of Western Basin., Weather flight carried out by one to Greenwich :H;uri.d.il.n
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One sea reconnassiince off-shore to Alglers, security patrols by aircraft
from Southern France made in area north Balearics to French coast, Six
JU Bi's landed at Sardinia after morning operations. Eleven more JU 581s
operating in late afternoon probably against shipping targets. Heavy
scale transport between Sicily Tunde Tripoli continued; one formation
20 JU 52 landed in Africa by 1430. Done attacked by L fighter bombers
during the morning by 20 ME 105 and L JU 88's in afterncon.
Havy

Ko change in French flest. In Italdian fleet visual report of Naples

December Sth states ene eruiser lying on sidej; No other change. About

five U/B's thought to be in western Mediterransan.

oy T
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There is no change in enemy dispositions Djebel Abiod sren. It
is reported that enemy dive bozbers are widely demloyed in flslds
outelde of Dfedeida. The enemy continues to maintain pressurs with
aschenized troops and {nfantry sround Tebourba, and dive bomber
atiacks contlinue to take place. Enemy patrols wers active in the
arsa Pont D Fahe, Massicault, Goubellat on December 4,

In the Fald ~ 51 Bou Zi4 mrea, enemy columms are reported approsch-
ing from Sfax and Enirousn. An snemy relnforoing colusm nesr Faid
wes Torced to withiraw beceuse of antitenk fire. The importance of
Foid is indicated by the strafing and dive bosmbing of our position
by the enamy.

Hotorized infantry nnd tanks from Sfax are reported concentrat-
ing in Fatnaoea nrea. Enemy road blocks have been ssteblished 10
llszetera vest of Heslma (northwest of Fatnassa) and defensive
warks are belng constructed pt Bou Thadi.

Seventy-elght Germens and forty-five Italinns wers taien prison-
or Dacezber 5§, at Fald, Some nrisoners escaped becaise Franch
would not evncuate thesm due to lack of transportation. Total number
of nrisoners now reported is one hundred seven., The Gth Battallon
Artillery Hepiment, Superga Divislon, has been identified, nnd the
10th Persaslier! Eegiment possibly 1dentifisd, The Germans wers

forned in a sixed unit from the Afrika Corps. The Germans apneared

S ot
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to be determined but discontented and criticel.
Adr Operations

Enosy bombing derailed a train nt Souk Ahrms the Zrd of
Decesber. Enecy bombers were nctive in forward aress snd Tebourbe
was heavily cttacked 3-4 of Decezber. The enemy strafed troape
nnd motor transports in the Fald area. Alr trensports operated
between Maples, Palerno, Hepglo, Trapani, Tunis, and Opetel Benito,

8 B=26'g and 18 B-17's drooped bombe on Blzerte. Ones B-28 1w
niesing. One of the escorting planes wno damaged. One enemy air-
eraft was destroyed and one danaged. Good results wers obtained,
Wellingtons from Malta dropped hosbe on Bizerts and Tunls.

7 B-38's made flights over Triangy, Djedeids, Sfpx, Gabes mnd
Fnld. ALl plenes returned safely after destroying two enemy nireraft.
FAT sorties were made over Tunis, Blzerte, OGabes, S5fax and Sousse.
Thirty-thres sortles were made by Spitfires from Diidfelll %o wro-
tect shioping. Fourteen antisubmarine sorties wers made with
no sacCoBs,

Beaufighters destroyed three enesy aireraft attocking Bone, and
one of the two attacicing Alglers the night of the 2-3 of Decesber.
HEROCCO - WESTER TASK FOROE

One company of light tonics, nlus one nlatoon of mrmored infantry
bng been plerted to move to Soul El Arba Du Rharh whieh is north of
the Sebeu Hiver. A company of proored infantry less one nlatoon
nans been nlarted to move ta OueEzane.

HAVAL

Force Q sniled to swoep the 1ine Bizerte - Cngeefor (Oaslianil),
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There are probably ten enemy submarines between A% and O4braltar.

AIR CASUATZIES FOR CHE DAY
6 = BSplifires
10 = Bislers
5 - P-3a's
1l - IB-7
Tank Oamaltiss - 40
Antitank puns - 20 "
Enemy tanks knocked out - 33
EEOPE
Fifty-four B-17's attacked locomotive and carriase works at Elle
(L111e?), Eremy fighters and elsht flak wme encountersd. One 3-17
is miseing, Five FW 190's were destroyed. Seven B-24's attacked
Abbeville Alrdrome and were attacked by 30 to 35 FW 1890. One B-24
ie dowm in the Channel; ths othars returned to thelir btnse. Eighteen
B-17's were over tha French coast on n proctice mission and as &
diverslon. There were no ensounters.
Bambers were coversd by 23 squedrons of fighters including 3
T. 8. A. Soltfires spuadrons. Fighters suffered no lossss and

taansed one FW 190,
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SITUATION REPORT §O, J]

Greund
11tk Brigade suffered haavy camalties in the

fighting December 3, nenr Tebourta, In the withirawal
to position established as reported in Situation Report
Ha. 30, the Bear Ounrd muffered heavy camiplties, ths 2pd
Bnmpehires were cut off as a result of falling to get the
withirawal order, and 20 G-poundor antitank pune were lost
becanse of Afficulties with the route of withdrawal through
& defile. ZEnemy attack wan estimated ns belng made by at
least 3 battalions with 35 Mark 2 and Mark 6 tenke, mip-
ported by dive bombers. The 11th Brigads claime they
inflicted severe casuslties on the enemy Decesber 3, Cone
tact has been estoblished with Commando landed om North
Coant (1). Estimated enemy tank losses December 1-3 - az,
Adr

Attempting to operate fighters from Medjes E1
Bab on Decesber § to protect tired troops from contimual
dive boemblng, Alr score of Decenmber 4 - 6 dsstroyed, 2
probable, and 7 damarsed.

ddainietrative

All reserves are now small. Should improve on

m DECILASSIFIED
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stocks of all ikcinds to reach the railhead within 2 dagre.
As more trucks have arrived, a nev romd mupply route south
from Lo Celle (60 miles east of Bone) should be opaned #aon,
Le Oalle will be stocked from Bone. Delays still caunsed
by loefficient rallway staff at Souk 1 Arbe, Yut Genernl
Jduin is furnishing transportation expert to assist in molv-
ing thie probles. Excsllent work by the Royal Enginsars
nnd French employess clenred the line nt Souk Ahras for the
first train at 1600 Z, nlthough the electric power will not
e installed for 2 daye, thus ivpeding shunting and other
wori, Constantine, Aln Heida snd Tebeses are to te vislted
by the Oommanding General, First Army, on Decembar 5,
OEAN
Gensral Eisenhower reporte that the hnrbor defense

installptions are maaned by unite of the Franch Havy.
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0700 December 5 to 1500 December 5
(A1l messages paraphresed)

The Spaniards are maintaining two coastwise steamer ferriss between
Malilla and Villa Alhucemas to Ceuta then by road wia Tetuan to Arcila,
Larache and Alcazarquivir te aveld using overland highways in poor condi-
tion between Melilla, Villa Albucemas and Tetuan., This may heve been the
basis for the report of the arrival of divisicnal reinforcements by ‘Il-tﬁ'll?

from Spaim,.

Situation Heport No. 30. -
NAVAL
U35 2 is being berthed at Cassblanca., Conditions ars reported as
being crowded,
Growmnd Action.

In the Area of the Eastern Task Force:

4, An enemy force consisting of infantry and tanks attacked
the 11th Erigade at Tebourba from the north and sast, This bosb-
ing was severe; our positions were penetrated in several places.

b. The Sth Armored Infantry of Yosbat Command B cleared the
east bank of the river,

£. The commander and 150 personnel of the End Paratroop
Battalion reported to the T8th Division,

d. Our tank losses for December lst-2nd were:

U. 8. 10
British 30

#8. The First Army approved withdrawal to a new line which

DECL/ 2217
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will reduce the salient and which dominates the area Choulgul —
Tebourba.

£+ The Sixth Commando and one Field Artillery Battary is
beding withdrawn from the 36th Erigade to a central location,

£+ Units from KM 3 are reaching the front satisfactorily.

h- The bosbing of an ammunition train in the Souk Ahras
station may cause delay as it affected the slectric railway
power. The line to Duvivier may be blocked.

i. Enemy dive bombers were reported widely deployed in
figlds sast of Djedeida cutsdde of artillery range. Ths 503rd
Faratroops, assisted by French troops, captured Fald. The enesmy
fought well, It was essentially a French victory as they attacked
vigorously under artillery cover and played & major part. One
bundred prisoners; mostly Cormans, were taken.

The Western Task Forcei

An anti-aireraft battalien moved by air from Port Lyautey

to Cudjde November 30th.
Adr Action.

&. EL Acuina. The airdrome was bombed on the night of
December 2nd and 3rd by 16 Bisleys who dropped 73 tons of bomba.
The airdrome was also bombed by nine DBE<7's and on the night
of Decesber 3rd and Lth by 15 Bisleys.

b. Biserta, Docks and shipping were bombed from 20,000
feet by eightesn B=17's dropping LS tons of bosba. Hite were
chserved on two vessels, canals and docks. Heavier anti-air-

eraft fira was encountered. Enesmy fighters were engapged by the

escort. Two P=38's Gabes , ih_fnﬁ .
el
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Sfax and Sousse. Over northeast Tunisis sixteen P-36'e engaged
eight enemy aircraft in a twenty minute battle. Enemy losses
unknewn. One P-38 4s missing from the action and one cresh
landing.

g+ TIunis. Twelve F-30's were intercepted b;l; 15 enesy
aircraft. One enemy plane was destroyed while cne P-38 is
missing,

d. At Faid P-38's straffed enemy tanks. Fighters from
Souk El Arba destroyed L ememy aircraft. On Decesber 2nd fighters
were dispatched to defend a Haval force from attack by Italian

aireraft. Three enesy planes were destroyed while we lost one.

A report from Lisboa states that information secured from the aide
to the Portugal Chief of Staff confirms that according to secret orders
from Franco two new infantry divisions will be formed in Morocco composed

of elements from Spain, arriving at intervals in small groups.

A Baval Attache at Calro reports that Moresu, the French Admiral
in Alglers, is being sent as ﬁwy to confer with Admiral Godfroy about

the status of the fleet.

The increase of Spanish troops in Morccco to 200,000 first reported
by the Portuguese military sourcelms now been checked as correct by
Britain and Foles. An unverified report relating to & meeting in Barcelona
af Franco, Chief of S5taff and Commanders of military reglons is to the
effect that from 13 votes assembled 7 are said to be in favor of Spains
entry inte the war on the Axis side, Franco was sald to have voted against

SECREE "
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entry on the Axis side. A report from Lisboa further states that on the
basis of evaluation of the situation that the element of surprise whould
not be ruled out but our extreme vigilance of the French, Spanish and

Moroccan borders is highly advisable,
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Yorthern Ssoter

Enery still in possession Mateur and Djedeldn. Front of ths

11th Brigade ot Tebourba (& miles southwest of Djedeidn) penstrated
by enemy infantry and tanik attack, supperted by severs dive bombing,
Decamber 3. Enemy froat 1line now belioved to be Choulgni (10 =milss
southeast of Tunie) to m point enst of Tebourba, Supply train, pre-
viously feralled at Souk Ahras, bombed by enamy. Oerman armored caras
and tenks reported Bou Areda (V)(on railread 15 miles west of Fent Du
Faha).
Scuthern Ssctor

¥o contact with enemy at Hadjeb E1 Adoun (37 miles south-
west of Knirousn)., Enemy driven from position at Paid with loss of
50 dend, B0 wounded; with 100 prisoners takcen, mostly German., Germans
iilled German wounded and French Ariver when firing on Red Oross
arbulance. Counterattaci expeoted from colusm 500 Motorized infantrr-

oon east of Faid.

I TICNE

Znd Coumony 101et Antitank Batimlion mmmeeeeee—Vicinity Medjes
101et Italian Hotorized Division El Bab

Ersats Battalion 487 3 =000 Vicinity Djedaidn
Italinng belleved to be

Goruans lotesied flon Abras Bopr™™® ST Miatatty s
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Ttalien crulser sighted, wicinity Kerkenna lalends {just off
§fnx) cpperently escorting m convoy to Tripeli. No other major
changes. Mroraft sighted subrarine north of Oape Caszins, This
submarine may have been Fremch, Enesy ¢¢nt1'm1n.g reinforcensnts by
sea, Evidence of losses by Naval mction.

AIR
Decesher 2

15 German bomber and torpede bomber alreraft, directed
againgt Allled Noval unlts, active during early morning. Successful
interception of short-range bombers, escorted by HE-109"s, in Soulk
El Arba area. Destroyed--4 ME-109's, mnd probably destroyed 2 ME-1001s
pnd 2 JI-87's, "Hone area attacked by fighters and fishter-bombers.
Activity in Sfex area by about 4 long-range bombers, and 3 sare long-
range bombers from Sieily, probably against targets In Tanisie battle
arec. Incressed long-range bosber potivity at night. About 10 air-
eraft imown to have operated agminet targets in Algerin. Defensive
patroles carried cut by B fighters from Sicily and probably Tunie.

December 3

Recornninsnnce, nrobebly by aircraft based at Southern
Fronce, covered northern wnters of Western Mediterrmnesn. 2 American
alreraft snot down ot Bizerte by defensive natrol of ME-1007g. JU-B8
atincied troops in Fald eprea. B bombers operated from Sicily Iate
afterncon; up to 20 bombers cperated during night, some of which were

probably escerting convoys.
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0700 Decarber 4 to J.;‘EE Dacembar i
All mesanges med,

On Decesber 2, Maval Force J engaged 4 south bound convey between

Eigerte and Slelly. Tith no casualties or damage to Force Q, the convoy
scatiered and made smoke. Four merchant vessels, two of which appeared to

be transports, and thres destroyers wers laft burning wrecks. The

Destroyer

Quentin was hit by airoraft terpede off Galita lsland and balisved sunk,

Minety parcent of the survivers were picked up, At Bone thers were inter—

mittent air raids on the morning of December 1 which resulted in slight

damage to a merchant vessel., Four landing ships of Infantry wers un-

succeasfully atiacked oy bomoers and tropede bomber aircraft. The Manxman

wes torppdosd by a sub 85 miles to the northeast of COran whils being towed

there by a destroyer.

location of units of the Eastern Task Force

Th: 36th Brigade is in the vicinity of Jefna.

B

b, Tne llth Hrigade is in ths vicinity of Tebourba.

s Combat Command B is in the visinity of Choulgui.

d, The Hlade Forece has probacly withdrawn from the forwnrd area to

the vieinity of Medjex E1 Bab,

an route from Alglers to the area Baja-Testour-Souk E1 Mhemis:

The follewing part of the &th Armored Division on K Thres is

Armd “ept,

twe Inf Bns, Motor Bn (less CF), two FA Regta ([less btry), Anti tank Regt

{less btry) Cuards Brig (lesss bn with 11th Brig).
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The 2nd Blgtllion, 503rd Prrachute Inf (He od) attacked Pnid,
silencin: enemy rrtllisry with tank destroyer fire, but fuiling to dislodgs
the Carmans from thelr defemsive poaition.

In the Testern Task Foree jraa, the 4Tth Infantry Reglnantal Combat
Team (less a battalion) &n en route from Snfi to Port Iyeutey by marehing.
& coneentration of strength in the Rabat=Pert i,ﬂut.-::r aresa contdnues,

The marsh nerth of EL jlouins has boen camuflaged to look like ths

airpert, At El Aouins the airdrome was bombed successfully as follows:

8, 18 Bisleys, in ndverse weathar on tha night of Dec. 1-2,
b. 9 DB 7= at OHIDZ,
g, 12 B 26a dropped 17 tons of bombs a't.. 10592, )
d,' 6 00 Ta dropped 54Tons of bembas,
awdliary sirdromes with well defanded hemvy flak ware cbserved near
Jriana, SRR ' =
Cther successful alr attacls wers ss follows:
4, ©On the night of December 1-2, 19 Disleys dropped 9! tope of
bpmta on the Sidi Ahesd ripdrose; this wos followed oy an attack on
December 2, 'of 18 B-17's which crepped 40 tons of bomon en tha airdross,
b, B B-25's attocked the Gobss airdroae. 4 i
& FPatrols oparcted owr 31‘.9:.:, Gebes, Meteur and Djedeids ’
destroying 7 emsmy planss, . i
Other air setion: \

2: The Bone alrdrome was attacked durdng the landing of re= |

plogenent aireraft. CSeven Fighters wara destroyed, one demaged and one

eroshed.
by AMreraft from Malta laid 3 moemetic mines at Bigerts end 3

nt Tunls on the might of November -Decasber 1,
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Eowaprds raporta from Tangier that there is no confirmation of

the srrival in Spanish Morocco of one or more divisiocns of reinforcements
in reduced amounts.

Considerrble shifting of existing effectives contimies from
Ceuta and Yelldls areas by way of Tetuan to Areila nnd Larache  centered

for distribution from Alcagarquivir along the southern border.

A raliable source pas reported that 3 Vesserschmidts 109 and

2 110s have arrived in Moroceo. =
S DECLASSIFIED
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All Deseages paraphrased

ALGIERS
Sumnry on two-day battle.

Ground
On the morning December 1, emall snasy tans and in-
fontry nttack wae arsily repulsed. Seven (7) anemy tanks attacked,
4 of them were destroyed. Thirty (30) enemy tanis attacked Blads
Force neer Choulpi (10 niler southwest of Tunis) mud 5 more enesy ;
tonks were lost. Our tenk losses totaled 15 Decesber 1. Elaven of
tiem were underpoing reppir. Combat Command "E" pdvancaed rnd restorad
resitions north of Debourba snd at Chouipl on night Decesber 1-2.
Prisoners were triken. Enemy attacked acein on Decesiber 2, using
tancs. Estionted tank losses - enecy 14, ours 8. 36th Brigads
reperted heavy camnltles., One Commands was reparted lnnded but
location fp unknown. 6th Armored Division concentrating in Hela
ATes,
AMr
Erosy mede O dfve-bomber atteoke on December 1, on
Blede Force nenr Ohouigl. Bostons and Bisleye successfully attaciked
El Aouina pirfield, JU-88's were forced to jettison bonbs by our

alr attacics,

PRCLASSTIITD
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0700 December 3 to 1500 Decamber 3
(A1l messages paraphrosed)

Situation Report Mo. 27

Bone. No neval damage was reported from enemy air raids of Noverber
29th and 30th,

Aygfers. Vonitor Hoberte enroute to (dbraltar in a convoy with six
French shipe. Four landing nhi;ia with 3200 Infantry troops aboard sailed
on the fourth trip to Phillipevills and Bona,

Oran, A mediuvm sized dry dook in operation is being tested by the
salvaged ship Epervier, A damaped French submarine arrived nn Yavemher
30th from Toulaon.

ATH

Gobes, Nine B-2f medium bombers attacked the air field, barracks
£nd railread yerds encountering intenss 1icht flak, Four P-38's stroffed
the airdrome,

Djedeida. An attack by nine DB-T's resulted in hits on a bridge
end railroad. Twelve P-30's sttacked and fired several enemy tanks.
Eizht FW-190's were sncountered and ona P-38 1r mlesing. Six DR-Tin
atteciced the snewyr in town; hits on the town were chserved,

watour. Ton ME-10§'a were emoountered by twelve P=30ts whila on

reconnalsszance, One enomy was destroyed and one P=3f 4ig mdesine,

Bone. Spitfires destroved two ME-105's.

El Aouird. On Decesher lst, thirteen B-17's, from a hedight of
20,000 feet, soored hits on & transport plane. Met with 1ight
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flak but no eir opposition.

Situntion Report Yo. 26.

Un December 1ot & strong counter attack war made by Infentry troops,
tenks and dive bombers by the snemy townrds Tebourba from the srth., Whils
in an azsembly area near Choulged the Hlade Force becams involved 4in cone
Tused fighting cansing 1t to withdraw tomurds Tebourba und later tc the
ared southwest of lfedjex El Bab. The Hlade Forcs =uffered cisualties to
tanls which were undergoing repairs in the assembly area. Coshat Commund
5 was employed to clear up the sitwstion and by ewening e11 enemy tonlks
hed withdrawn to the north, les¥ing only snipers in the Tebourba area.

ozbat Comwmand B is remaining in the Tormird zrea 4in place of the Flade

Force,

ngive operations egsinet Tenie planned for
Docember 2nd ere postboned. An enemy attack on the 36th Hrigade was
beatan off. Tha &6th Armored DMvision was ordersd to concentrate centrally
in the Beja area to cloae the gap. The persistent dive bosbing of our
forward s=ess by the enemy continues, Bislcys, Dostons ond fortresses

in turn bosbed Tunde mir fields

1t not on sufficient scale to redoce
tha enemy affert, Pighter sweeps from three existing fields are ineffective
arrinst enemy alr tacties, An advance fleld at ‘ladjex B B2b will he in
uee beinning December 3rd. WFichter reinforcemsnts have been received 4in

v

tha farward

rirdromos.
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The G=-2 Beport of the 24 hours ending sldnipght, December

+ places the enemy forward positions on the linst hill south

=

of Station Jefna--Mateur--Djedeida--Hohamedia (8 miles scuth
of Tunis)}—Djebal Oust (20 miles south of Tanis). A dstach-
ment, with armored cars and 1ight tanks, recccupled Deplenns,
(25 =iles mouth, southwest of Tunis) and Port Du Fahs (35 miles
south, scuthwest of Tunis), The enemy attacked in the viginlty
of Tebourba (& miles southwest of Djedeida) srd Chouigt (21
miles west of Tunis) on December 1, using tarks, but were re-
paleed. Gorman dive-bombing contimues effactively. Decuments
taicen from prisoners at Medjex E1l Bab identify the Sth Joager
Roglment Herman Ooring. At Epirousn, the Sth Cozpany, 92nd
Italinn Infantry Beglment, and the 2nd Company of the Anti-
tank Battalion Superga Division, wers identified frou nrisoners
taken at Sbefitla (63 miles southweet of Knirousn) on Fovember
26. There is sn indicntion that Corman medium tanks are nresent.
Thers s a continuation of emesy tuild-up,
AR

The urmial ees reconnnissance in the Western Hediterranean
wos carried out. There wers throe waves of bosbers active;
one in the early worning, one at dusk, and one about 19002

(3 P. M. Washington tinme).
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Through French interrosation of nrisoners, the follow-

IDENTIF 5

ing identifications have besn =ads,
Italinn lat Superge Division, commanded b General
Lorenzelll, composition 91st and 92n4 Infantry
Reglzents, 5th Artillery Reglment, Engineer Eattalion.
Tole division is believed to be fully motorised nmd aspecinlly
reined for operations requiring rapld disesbarkation. It was
formerly stationed at Naples.
The Gth Farachute Jumper Regiment
Informetion obteined from ceptured parachutiste. Commsnded
by Colonel Koch, part of the Parachute Divielon, which on May
18, 1942, comprised & parachute regiments plus an nessult regli-
noat. It operated in Crote nnd plaged a pround role at Orel,
1942. SBtrength, 2,800. The resiment is composed of n regl-

sental hesdgquarters company, 4 bettnlions esch headouarters

compenlesn,

S e B T
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0700 Decembar 2 to 1900 December 2

messAges paraphras

O-2 report indicates that on the ground thers has bees no important
change in the general line held by enemy troops. An Italian patrol of
30 trucks with 500 soldiers from Kairousn bivouaced at Pichon the nipht
of Hovesher 30th. The enesy force in the vieinity of Faid appears to be
an passive defense, An enesy reconnaissance party was reported on Novesher
30th to be on the road from Kebili to Tozeur. In the air, the usual zea
ind weather reconnoissance was mads by nireraft bosed in 8icily paying
particular attention to the shipping in the Bougle-FPhilippeville-Bane
area. One of these probably did not retwrn. There was creatly reduced
activity in the air and enly scattered bombing raide are 4n avidence. The
identity of the following units has besn made: the 5th Artillery Hecimant
of the lst Italisn Supergs Division supporting the $2nd Italisn Infantry
Aepiment neat Sbeitla, Other units identified dJaperraziment Ooring and

‘tarchirarerinment Sturm.

Hlitary httache from Tangler reports a ragrouping of foroes in the
dpanish zone with the Llst Nivision halding the coast from Ceutn 4o the
north neer Tsahadarts :m-: the 52nd Division holdine the line fro= Teahadsrts
ta the border, The 91st and 92nd Divisions sre in reserve., So far thers

hoo heen no additional reinforsements from Spain,
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1500 Degezber 1 to OTO0 December 2
(ALl mesgagss parephrased;

Another sonference between Admirals Harwood and Godfroy was held
on Jlevember 25th. The Capteins of the French vessels are definitely
anti-@ritish and do not favor turning their wesssls ower to the Eritish.
Az opinicn has been expressed by the Hritish Haval Commend that Godfroy
=ay fellew the sction at Toulem end scuttle his ships.

The British report that a rn;:lunt air reconnaissence of Temlon
showsd the follewing,

1. Vessels intaot:
1 Cruiser of Socufren A-Inch class
2 Crulsers of Galissonniers E-Inch clnes
% Destroyers, 2 of Tigre olass and 1 af
the Lopgador oclass.
2. Eurning Heavily,
2 Cralsers of Soufren oloas
1 Cruisner of Galissonnisrs cleas

3. Condition of other s=hipss

8. The Battleship Strurturg is sground oo an
aven keesl,

be The Sattleship Dunkerque ir still ir floating
dogl, demage %3 LL s upknown.

¢« The AMroraft Carrier Commandance Teste ls
1isting very bedly.

ds The old Batileship Provencs is wery hadly

down by the stern.
Franklin 0. Roossvelt Libeary
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8: Various other units sesn wers obvicuely scuttlad,

4: Toulon is very badly mined.

Situation Report §f24 for Novamber 20th, covers operations of the
Bastern Task Foroe.

Ground eperations on a redused scale dus to snomy air effort.

ihe Eleventh Brigade in contact with the enemy west of cateldrts
of Djedeids mnd ie at present resting and recrganizing. Ths Thirty-
Sixth Brigade failed to capture the hill north of Stom De Jofna which
commandn  the routs to Mateur. 4% the present time this force is also
resting and recrganising, The Blade force remaing i cantral reserve and ia
providing offensive patrols. (Combat Cosmand B is concentrating in the
remeral ares routh on the line Madjex E1 Beb=Beja. [he Fifty-Sixth
Roconnatesance Regisent mnd the First Paratroop Dattalicn ere operating
effensively ia & wida ares north of the general line Oudna-Vaseionult,
both of which are occupied by the Lt

Ar - Oround support activity 15 on & reduced scale. Hostons from
Tebasor made & succesaful raid cn the ensmy At Djedelds. Fighter
squadrons are scmewhat reinforsed. A rlan to reduce ensmy air effort
has been egresd upon by Anderson and Walsh, and imsludes the destrustisn
of enomy niroralt on ke ground and demying use of certain fields, Enemy
communication from the forward units to Tusis alrdromes is sxoellant for
support against our sssaulte oo Diedeida, Thelr calls are anmwered in 5

to 10 minutes by intense dive bombing and ground strafing,

Franklin D. Roossvelt Library
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In view of the poseibility that the Spanish in Korooeo mey hove
torritorial intenticns south to the Sebou River, Jsneral Eissahewer
considers it deslratle tc move at lenst token Americsn detachments of
the Western Imsl: Force ncrth to key positiorns in that ares, espocially
t¢ El Arbe Du Rharbh and vieinity of Maybdu Ehen (Maybeou Ohta), bath
points belng the same znumber of =iles south of the Internaiional Boundary,.
With the contiruley arrival of Americen troops st Casablanca allewing
us to move gteadily o the east mlong Ogne toward Jran, it will cbwiously
be necessary soomer or labor to move some coverlng troeps to the north
of the Sebou River im order to cover our cormmunicatisns. It arpears that
thiz would be & good time 4o bagin the -rocess which would ba a gradusl
en2. It is believed wmwiss *u give the Spaniards any advauce notdse of
suck movezent, and Seperal Elsenhowsr reporic that he doss not havs By
lutention of doing so, olthough he doss bellsve thet appropricte diplomatio
perecnnel should be informed of a secondary purpose of the move to quote

&8 & romson in the event smy questions ors agked.

In Situetion Roport 325, of November 30th, it is r= orted that Umlita
tireraft lald & magnetic mices on night of liovember 28-25 outslds La Gorlette
end § or the night of Neveaber 29-30 in 4he sxtrices Palermo. A mine field b
w#ag alsc laid oft Cani Resks (Algisrs). Twos Irench submarines arrived |
at Algiers. The Dems force mrrived prepured for sn of fomsive gwasp in the
Lizerte ares oo the ulght of Decembar 1-2,
Iweanty-at;ht Fortresses wase dingaiched ia an attock ngainst Dizerts,
rlthough ozly 4 wore balioved to gomplete their miselon dus to mechaniesl
failuros. Despite weather over the target, hits weras reported an the docks

and one ship vas sees turning. Loderately heavy flak wns szoountered and
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Yhw esocort sngaged enemy alroralt ower the trrget. An attnck en Lovembor
28th by fourtesn Fortresses on Blzerte failed to resch their cbjoctive dus
to the weather. Bone was attecked by the sneay on the rfterncon »ff
howebher 30th.

Scetern Task Force Linison Officers with ths First Arny report that
Eritish Parstrospers wers dropped at Pont Du Eaha (Pont Du Fahe) on
Novamber 20%h snd have captursd Judne, and that fighting 1s in progress
ot Djedeida whera sboub half the town hes been captured.

The Center Teak Forecs balance of the Third Dettalion Twenty-£ixth

Infantry is soroute to Touks Les Dafnes.

Franklin D, Rocsevelt Library
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