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\ twsary of Characterigtics

42,300 tons (standard)

i - 3

Uraft = 29'10" (meun)

B - 1542 cal. Uk, I E

16 = 5".25/50 cal, L¥ (twin hrﬂh

68 = 2-pdr pomposs (nine B-barrel and one
l=barrel mounts)®

Armament

1,"-13" Balt
6"=5"  Ueck
Tur ratats
Underwater protection deaignod to withstand
a 1000¢ charge.

Goared turbine drivej 4 screws;
130,000 HP = 30.0 kts, (deaiyned),
Puol oll, 4,850 tons (max. capaeity).

The chapactoristics summariged above aro subject to revision.

* Yay be replaced, in whole or in part, by LO ma Bofora in
& now b-barrel type mount.
4 oes gection 4, Armasant,

Protectlion:

Propulelong

2, Gensral Homarks

VANGUAWD will be the firot Uritish battleship to be ccopletad since the

[ive units of the AING CullGe V Class passod into service, 194042, In fact,

ashe is the only other capital ship of the Unitéd Matlons nuvies——asiue froc
the LING GeOHGE's and asericen battleshipe——on which construction has beun

)_ .

continued between 1939 and 1944.

suthorissd undar ‘shu british 1540 Kaval Pro-

grom, VAMGUAKD waw ordered from John drown & GG.E ! Clydabunk, scotland, on

1i karen 1941, laid domn on £ Uetober 1941, and

launched on W -n“lhnr

1944, She is scheduled fur completion by Christmas 1945, though it iv under-
steed that this date might not be met. Her sponsor was Princess slisaleth.

+hile the lsunching was alluded to in the press, no reference identifying
VANGUARD, oither by name or opecific design, was released at the tise, Coa~
pentators hove apparently inferred that she belongs to the previously announced
LION Cluss, on which work wWas actuslly suspended im 1939, GSince then her nase

hes been officially made publie.

3. Design

In kesping with traditional british practioe in naval type—design devel-

opzent , VANGUARD is o lineal descendant of her

s the KING GeQiGh ¥

Class. oasentially, she is an enlarged, slightly faster, L=twin-turret version
of the KING GeOA0E V, and in no way roflects the contrast found between the
armsrican 104 Class on the one hand, and the S0UTH DAKOTA's and BORTH CAHCLIHA'm

er. the other. Her principal reported inmncvations are:
(a) Beam of 108'0"

(b) Sharply rising shear F  pEoLASSIFIER
(c) squared=off stern T h“.gfru..i-'rl
MAY 231974
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The [igure reported for VAMGUARD's beaa
pital ship yet built, and should endow her
stability superior to that of the KING GEORGE's with their 103' beas. The
sharply rising sheer, though unsubstantiated to date

praphic information, is interesting in view of of
Lho KINO CeQUGE ¥ Clase units, whose bows are characterised by coaparatively
1little sheer and and low freeboard. In VANGUARD

nakes ite debut in Bri battleship construction. It
fitted in the FIJI and UGANDA Classes of British light cruisers, and included

i
:
4
¥
]
%

g
i
1
:

All main strength mesbers are rivelod, including the shell, inner botloa,
[rasos, the sain deck, and the under course of the second deck, 1I there are
any Hidld connectlons Lo thess members, they are wery local. The platforms,
third deck, and moot bulkheads are welded., VANGUARD's structures is reported
toc be well regulsted and to pive indicaticns ef excellent shipbuilding prac-
Lice Lor rivetod gonstruction. Mo aluminum is bedng used.

In general arrangement of the design, shape, and distribution of the muper—
alrueture, and the flush-deck hull, VAMOUAHD is apparently very similar to the
KING GoOdli ¥, She has a single rudder, all three anchors have recessed
hawsapipes, which were adopted in this ship to reduce difficulties experisnced
with spray in previous vessels, Though coripinally provided for, it was re—
cantly decided not to fit alrerwft or alrcraft equipment. Alrcraft handling
space and hangars amidships are to be utilized for other purposes, Fitted as
& fleat [lagship, VANGUARD's aduirsl'e and Captain's countries will be pluced
in the after supsrstructure.

L. Armament

Official returns list VANGUARD's main battery as B = 15" guns. Supple=
mentary information is to the effect that:

(a) The 15" guns are to be disposed in twin turrets;
(b) These juns and mounts were originally [itted in the
large crulsers GLORIOUS and COURAGEOUS (1515-17)

priocr to their eccnversion into alrcraflt-carriers;
(c) Thess guns snd mounts are the same as those mounted
in the existing older 15"-gun capital ships.

Should this ba the case, VANGUARD will be unigue in being the only modern
capital ship armed with & 30=year old main battery. Hor offenaive power would
be less Lhan thet of tho smaller KING OXDRGE V Class. In the absence of an of-
[ieial explanation, it must be assused that war emergency demands cn Hritish
haavy industry prevenlesd the mamufacture of modern heavy guns and counts for
this ship. It is poosible Lhat the ship's design provides for an oventual
replacemsnt of these old puns by a nedern sain batlery. i

Four kk. 37 (azorican) directors will be provided lour the cuntrol of the
54 25 poccndary dual-purpose battery. Anvther innovation Ls the Hg:hd adop=-
tion of six-barrel Dofors mounts in the close—defense AA battery,. musber

of 20 pm woapons is, as yeb, unspecitisd.

5. Protsctlon

As in tho KING GEOHOS's and Lhe sodernized units of the yUeel all aHKTH
Class, the wrmored conning tower has been dlspensed with, In its stead, &
lightly armored ship control station has been fitted in the upper forward part
of the tomer bridge, just below the enoloeed [lag bridge. ln VANGUAHD, the
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From: amm Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary Forces,

Forward, Veraailles, France
Tot War Department 2
CG, United Eingdom Bame Bection, London, England
Rr: 8 61229 T October 1944

8 61229 to for action (1) AGWAR for Combined Chiefs
of Btaff to for information (2) Cen Dist UE Base Bection London
B :: mlh ggilfl of Staff signed Elsenhowsr cite 3HGDS.

B no "

Vesaels rl!'lrnd to In your WX 19, 30 W
PAC3-B6, were taken in hand by British Nzﬁu'upm capture
of Caen. Present umum is:

The one “lﬁl afloat the Gravdal about ready
to sail gﬁ UR for :l:'ﬁ‘ﬂ'.

B) Three repairs proceding slowly dook-
muhi;rvimﬁ{mmug; :

(C) Seven incompleted ships-now work proceeding.

lunml opinion is that thare is a pnnihi:ll.t.x
soutt mfrinuntl: to tow them to the
mgrp’ufii-um“i not be possible to complete the

ships on -mnmwmmmvmurm
shortage of alkilled labor and of essential material.

Procedure applied in this and similar cases arising
in the future will be in accordance with your directive.

ACTION: CC/8 3

INFO 1 num, Gen Arnold, Gen Somervell, OFD, Gen Bissell
CM-IN-T036 " (7 ot h4) 22432 ejuw

¢o/
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From: Supreme Headquarters Allied Expediticnary Forces,
Forvard, Versallles, France

To: War
War Office,

vor office; Tonton, mgrena

Fr: FWD 16671 2 October 1944

mmm.mu-mmmm

Army Group, FAAA, AEAF
%dﬂ SHGOT for info’AGHAR, Admiralty,
Bombar

ers,
Command, Du-lltl.l Bm, M EETl
It.udulmmtn effort be made to presarve
] from destruction by Allied rormu Fassenger :l.inu: obasrved
in enemy and not kmown to be employed in
German tary operations.
End
ACTION: OPD rranxiin . Roossvelt Livenfd
INPORMATION: 0C/S DE
e 000 DIB. sae0.9 (9/27/68)
g-2
bl 2
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From: Buprems H ters, Allisd Expeditionary Forces,
Forward, Versailles, France

To: Hu mﬂ'mt
ted Kingdom Base Section, London, England
hllud Force nuaqunur- Caserta, Italy

No: FWD 16535 1 October 1044
Forvard from Eisephover signed SCAEF clte

SHAEF
SHODS 011530 A to for action {1; AGWAR for Combined Chiefs
of Staff t for Mnmtton UE Base Secticon fnr British

Chiefs of Staff FWh 16535. his 1s BCAF 06.
This acknovledges your WX 55215 subject eleven
€00 ton tankers in dockyard near (Casn. istry of

War Transport has this llt.tl!' in hand.

further I.d‘l'ill from the ministry r-prdi.ng
the nu!.lnh ity of French labor and material to complete
the ‘:a:::ﬂ unlaunched and three scuttled tankers you will
be v .

Acknovledge .
ACTION: CC/Ss End. ‘
INPORMATION: Eiﬂm
o Ky mm 3‘}—’7[
Iﬂl W
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AM CONSIDERING STOPPING THE CONSTRUCTION OF DESTROYER
ESCORT VESSELS. HAVE READY ON MY RETURN THE NUMBER OF
VESSELS WHICH ARE 9¢ OR MORE PERCENT COMPLETE,
NUMBER OF VESSELS FROM 8¢ TO 90 PERCENT EDL1PLETE_; AND

30 ON.

EXPECT TO ARRIVE WASHINGTON ABOUT 173@ SUNDAY

17TH AFTER THE LAUNCHING OF THE FRANK KANOX AT BATH MAINE.

ETA LATER.
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