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oH
PROCEED ING BLACK SEA FROM BOSPORUS 1S A MATTER OF U.S. =0
o
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From: U3 Military Mission, Moscow Russia
To: War Department
Nr: M 22063 18 Dec 1944

To AGWAR for Joint Chiefs of Btaff and for York
Presidents Protocol Committee from Deans NN 22063.

I had & meeting with Erutikov, Vice Commissar of
SBoviet Fu'uign Trade, vho gave me the following information
velative to the Black Sea,

l. The Soviet Government is prepared to accept
Aperican Ships at Odessa,

2. Odessa can receive 9 cargo ships simltansously
vith & draft up to 28 feet. At the same time it oc&n recelve
aimiltanously 5 tankers.

3. If in the future the number of ships belng sent
exceed the capacity of Odessa the Soviets &re preparsd to
r::aé:: dry cargo shipe and tankers in the ports of HRovorossisk
a pse.

4., Soviets state that in socordance with the
suggestion submitted by Ceneral Spa some time ago, it
is Bgreeable to them to have the firat 5 ships arrive in the
Blagk Sea toward the end of Jamuary and they will be accepted
at Odessa,

5. Boviet Government is agresable in having part
of the ships loaded for Persia a-nlﬂivnm to the Black
Sea

6. Boviets state that it is particularly important
and desirable that all cranes for the Black Sea be loaded -
on the firat shi to arrive and that in addition thera be
provided 10 to knook-down metal warehouses.
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From: US Military Mission Moscow Russia
Nr: M 22063 18 Dec 194l

7. Menganese will be available At the port of Foti
for return cargoes in the amount of 15000 to 20000 tons per

wonth.

8. Bunker fuel will be provided at Odessa for
returning American ships in sufficient quantity to epable
them to proceed to neArest Mediterranean Bases,

9. 3Soviet desire 2 to 3 tugs for use in port of
Jdessa .

10, Radlo contact with American ships will be
saint8lned through Soviet redio communications with Soviet
cparators at Odessa.

11, Living and office space will be mede aveilable
for W3iA representatives in Odessa. In this connection I
informed EKrutikov that Admirsl Olsen would send 2 Naval
officers and 2 enlisted men to Odessa from Moscow on Jamary
15, This was agreeagle to Krutikov.

Erutikov informed me that the necessary technical
details would be arranged between the Naval divieion of
this mlsalon and the Soviet Baval authorities. This is in
el erence to routing, navigation aides, use of Soviet pllots,
™adio communications, danger point, suﬁurgcd wrecks and
related matters.

Request that I be informed 8s soon &s possible of your .
present progrem for Black Sea shipping, ol

End
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From: U5 Military Mission, Moscow, Russia
To: War Department

Nr: M 22063 18 December 1944

To AGWAR for Joint Chiefs of Staff and for York
Fresidents PROTOCOL Committee from Deans -u 22063,

I had & mesting with Erutikov, Vice Commissar of

Soviet Forelign Trade, who gave me the following information
relative to the Balck Sea.

1. The 3oviet Government 1s prepared to accept
American ships at Odessa.

2. 0Odessa gan recelve 9 cargo ships simultanecusly
with & draft up to 28 feet. At the same time 1t can receive
gimultansously 5 tankers.

3. If in the future the number of shipe being sant
excrad the capacity of Odessa the Soviete are prepared to
recelve dry cargo ships and tankeres in the porte of Novorossisk
and Tuapse.

4. Boviets state that in accordance with the
suggeetion submitted by General Spalding scme time ago, 1t
is agreeabls to them to have the first 5 ships arrive in the
Blagk Sea toward the end of Jasnuary and they will be acocepted
at Odessa.

5. Soviet Government le agresable in hav part
of the ships loaded for Persia Gulf diverted to the Black Sea.
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From: U3 Military Mission, Moscow, Russias
Nr: M 22063 - 18 December 1944

6. BSoviets state that it is partioularly important
and desirable that all * for the Black Sea be loaded on the
first ships to arrive and that in addition there be provided
10 teo 12 knock-down metal warechouses.

T. Manganese will be avallable at the port of Poti for
for return cargoes in the amount of 15,000 to 20,000 tones per
month.

8. * fuel will be provided at Odessa for returning
American shipes in sufficilent quantity to enasble them to pro-

ceed to nearest Mediterransan base.

9. GSoviet desire 2 to 3 tugs for use in port of
Odessa.

10. Radio contact with American ships will be main-
tnigga through Soviet radio communications with Soviet operators
at Odessa,

11. Living and office space will be made availsble
for WSA representatives in Odesse. In this oconnection I
informed Erutikov that Admiral Olsen would send 2 Haval
officers and 2 enlisted men to Odessa from Moscow on January
15. This was agreeable to Krutikov.

Krutikov informed me that the necessary technical
details would be arranged between the Naval division of this

CM-IN-18038 (19 Dec 44)
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From: US Military Mission, Moscow, Russia
HNr: M 22063 18 December 1944

mission and the Soviet Naval authorities. This is in ref-
erence to routing, navigation aildes, uese of Soviet pilots,
radic communications, danger polnt, submerged wrecks and
related matters * . Request that I be informed as soon as
posaible of your present progrem for Black Ses shipping.

End
* Being serviced.
ACTION: JC/8
INFO : ADM LEAHY
OEN ARNOLD DECLASSIFIED
GEN JC5 memo, 1-4-74
% ms . By REF, NLR, Date MAR 2 g 1974
ADM EIRG ]
OEN YORE
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OUTGOWRMGF SSAGE

Combined Chiefs o
22 Rovember 1944

Commanding General,
Allied Force Headquarters,
Caserta, Italy

Supreme Headquarters,
Allied E tionary Forces,
Main Echelon

Versailles, ﬁ‘rn.ma

Commanding General,
United Kingdom Base Section,
London, England

Headquarters, Communications Zone,
an Theater of Operations,
Paris, France

Number: WARX 66822

_ Book Message to Wilson for action, to SHAEF Versailles
or Eisenhower, and to Central District United Kingdom Base

Section sadon pass to British Chiefs of Staff for infor-
mation, m rom the Combined Chiefs of Staff.

The Combined Chiefs of Staff intend shortly to authorize
sallings direct to Black Sea ports for discharge. You
are requested to make arrangements for routing and any
protection considered necessary and to report the date on
which this traffic can be accepted,

End.

ORIGINATOR : CCsS

INFORMATION: Adm. Leahy, Gen. Arnold, JOFD, Gen, Bissell,
Gen. Somervell, Adm. King, Log

CM-0UT-66822 (22 Nov 44) 2103Z hy o, .,,E\‘g'h
crL 09
L= 1 1 )
PO 4t g 4
e R
Dies s
i 33

o na coPY No.

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
ara LRS-

_ DECLASSIFIED B
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date H'Zlaﬂfjé S5



e ————— e ——— o

a WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENT

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

—

PRIORITY

From: CG, U8 Military Misslon, Moscow
Tol War Department
Ro: M 21730 1€ November 1944
To Joint Chiefs of Staff :'.'r-aa Deane, _u 21730,

Reference WAR 63115 dated 15 November, Naval
visas have now been issued which will permit Odessa representa-
tlons. Whil® no reply has yet been received from the
Soviets to & request for authorization of U8 Naval officers
to represent W2A in Black Sea ports, at no time have they
indicated an unwillingneas tc have such representation at
the ports when they are ready to recelve cargoes. There
are many other questions concerning the npanfng of the
Hlack 3ea to which reply has not been received.

Annngnzga-a are detalled data as to berths,
permissible ta, bunkering and return cargo. I have
been informed that there are many points tc be settled in
regard to all of these detalle, and study has not yet
progreased to & point where information is avallable.

It 1s belleved that this situation 1s similar to other

cases that have arisen in the past where the Soviets desire
to make & complete roundup before they give thelr intentions
regarding any detail.

The Soviets have not disclosed the reason for their
unreadiness to recelve ships. The vislt of Captaln Frankel
to Odessa was authoriged yesterday, but it was remarked that
considerable destruction would be noted at the docks.

It is possible that the work of reconstruction has not
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From; CG, US Military Mlssion, MOscow

No: M 21730 16 November 1944

progressed as fest as anticlpated. It was polnted out
that Odessa was to be the port used by U2 vessels.

At Ambagsador Harriman's request I am seeing Mr.
Mikoyan tonight and hope to have & reply to the cutatanding

gquestlions. Request that Ambassador Harriman be informed
of the contents of this cable.

End

DECLASSIFIED

memo, 1-4-Té
ggsF.H;T fux, Date MAR 2 6 974

ACTION: Jc/8

INFO : Admiral Leahy, CGeneral Arnold, General Somervell,
' Goneral Evll, Gensral Bissell, Admiral Eing, C of 8

CH-IN=-15309 (17 Nov 44) 08382 wm/m

SpouASSITIED -

copy No. 21.
THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN
Ed=TETE4
_ DECLASSIFIED i
E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date_ 4/, 2 f‘?hé 1




-

sl WAR DEPARTMENT
. CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

~PUTCORIGF SSAGE R Ny

Joint Chiefs of 8
77500

15 November 1944

Commanding Ueneral QI'
T8 Mlitary Mission to USSR
Mosoow Rusela

Number WAR 63115
W tc Deane from the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Unlted States Chiefs of Staff ere recommepding to Combiped
Chiefs of Staff that shipments which can be handled in

Elack Sea ports should start as scom as practicable. The
coly obetacle to early inauguration of this route appears to
ba the unwillingness of the Russians to permit the entry of
.3, Raval offigers selected for duty in the Elack Sea ports.
Flease present this matter to Russlan authorities and urge

agnin early action on pending passport visas.

End
CRIGINATOR: JC/8
THFORMATION: Gen Somervell
pm Leshy oTFTED
Jen Arnold DECLAE' 1-4-Th | - 1a74
Jen Hull Jos ma=2s pate (AR 20
Gen Blseell By BHF Wl
Adm King
C of 5
CH-007-63115 (15 Hov 44) 200842 bem
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From: Chiefs of Staff
To : 30 Military Mission
Wo : 0QZ 6309 26 October 1944

o.7.7. (N IMMEDIATE 0z 6309,

Following from Chiefs of 8taff,

1. U.8, Chiefs of Staff have informed us that Soviet
Authorities consider the opening of the Black Sea routs a
matter of great importance.

2. 0.8, Chiefs of 3taff consider that use of Black Sea
route would enable, by the re-routeing of lLend-lease shipments
from the FPersian Gulf to the Black Sea, s considerable reduc-
tion to pe coffected In the number of personnel at present

employed in the Persian Gulf Command,

3. We have informed U.S. Chiefs of 3taff that we agree
to use of Black Sea ports as soon as they are capable of
asccepting and clesring shipments, and have stated that, when
port facilities become avallable in the Black Sea, we would
wish to transfer to this route part of the shipping novw using
the North Russian Route, We have also astated that we consider
the closing of the Persian route should be regulated to avoid

" too great & dislocation of Persian economy and consequent deter-

loration in the internal security situstion which might &ffect
011 supplies.

4. The Foreign Office and State Department have been
invited to take up with the Turkish Government the question of
the passage of Lend-lease material through the Dardenelles.
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From: Chiefa of Staff -
No : 02 6309 26 October 1944 r
5. You should concert with General Deane in his
negotiations with Rusasian authorities: Foreign Office are
inviting H. M. Ambassador to assist Wherever necesaary.

T.0.0. 2620502

DECLASSIFIED

J08 memo, 1-4-T4

By RHPF; NLR, Date MAR 2 £ 1974

FOOTNOTE: See M 21316 CM-IN-7020 (7 Oct 44) Jo/s |

ACTION: Jc/s
INFO: Adm Leahy, Gen Arnold, Gen Somervell, OFD, Gen Blasell

Adm King, Log
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(ACTION CNO INFO MOSCOW FROM AMCOM VLADIVOSTOK)

KHABAROVSK PRESS ANNOUNCES END NAVIGATION SEASON LOWER
AMUR 15TH. SEASON FOR UPPER RIVER WILL CLOSE 10TH.
CONVOY OFFICER STATES GREASE ICE NOW FORMING TARTARY

HOWEVER EXPECTS NO HINDERANCE TRAFFIC UNTIL END OF MONTH
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From: US Military Attache, Moscow, Russia _ |
To: wWar Department :
HNo: M 21316 7 October 1944

Joint Chiefs of Staff from nnnlsp M 21316.
Reference your WAR 42432, October Tth, »

According to present information the Soviets expect
to have the Black Sea po:-tnnluudotnmubymundar
October. They are novw engaged in making port repairs and
believe they will be able to receive convoys in December.

It 1s possible that a limited number of vessels vith selected

ca could be received earlier. A detailed survey of the i
s 18 now be completed and specific information, in

regard to the ports, be available shortly. |

Soviets are very anxious to use the Black Sea route
as soon as possible on account of the great economy in rail-
transportation, man power and time. The urgency of furn-

i information and expediting preparation has been atreased.
End

ACTION: JC/S

INFO : Adm Leahy
Gen Arnold
Gen Somervell DECLASSIFIED
OFD JOB memo, l-4-74 ET*
Gen Bissell By RHP, NLR, pate WAR 26
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Joint Chiefe of Staff
T7500

6 October 1944 |
Commanding General |
U8 Military Mission to the USSR .
Moscow, Russia
Mumber: WAR L2432

To Dgene Moscow from the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Your M 20861, 6 September is the reference.

No estimate cen now be made as to the date of opening
the Black Sea route. It is dependent upon the ability of
the Soviet ports to sccept and clear the tonnsge and upon
British agreement to furnish Allied escorts through the Aegean.

It 15 the deeire of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to open
this route at the earliest practicable date In order to re- .
duce the Persian Gulf Command so far a&s possible and make this
personnel available in the Pacific where it is urgently needed. |

We are recommending to the Combined Chiefs of Staff that |
approval be given to the use of Allied forces in the Mediter- !
ranean to escort shipping through the Aegean, and that the |
Combined Chiefs of Staff request that the British Forelgn '
Office and the State Dspartment, supported by the Soviet |
Foreign Office, present a formal request to the Turks for !
passage of Lend-Lease shipping through the Straits.

Once the above agreements have been reached, it 1s our
intention to insist on the Soviets preparing the ports and
lines of communicatlion inland to take care of the traffic now |
going to the Fersian Gulf. ;
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In the meantime you should inform the Soviets that the
problem of escorts through the Asgean is under study and 1if
the escorts tan be provided, shipments to the Persian Gulf
will be rerouted, in which cese 1t 1s essentisl that the ’
Soviets be prepared to seccept and clear them. In the event
that escorta ere not avellable, we will reroute the shipping
upon the cessation of hostilities in Europe or earlier iT
the German menace in the Aegean can be eliminated. You
should emphasize the necesslty for furnlshing the detalled
port information currently requested.

End
ORIGINATOR: J G;"E
INFORMATION: Gen Somervell
gﬂn.ﬁrnold
en Blesell
m I;a.hy f.gj@ﬂ 78
JCLAD _14 .
oPD ing D‘E‘:E:Lmamc'l;ﬁ Date MN_{ B F‘-"l
Lﬂg :‘El! 1 i
CM-OUT-42432 (6 Oot 44) 18392 aj
e ]

TN copy No.  2°

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

ara 10—akhig-t |.4-1'l'l"4
-2 glﬁusslhg o
. 0. 12356 . 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

B?HT,"AHA,D.“ ‘fi!i]j'_'é ..




WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTEK

INCOMING CLASSIFIED MESSAGE =

A

From: US Military Mission, Moscow, Russis
To: War Department
Wr: M 20861 6 September, 1944

AGWAR for The Joint Chiefe of 3taff from Deane M 20861,

In view of the changing situation in the Balkans and
the Esstern Mediterranean, it i1s possible that the Black Sea
route may soon be opened into Russla. If it is, great economy
711l be effected in Allied shipping, in American and Russian
mersonnel now in the Persisn Gulf, snd in Russian rail trans-
portation.

If any estimate can be made as to when the Black Sea
route can be opened, the Russians should be kept informad in
arder to make certain they will prepare adequate port facilities
and make sdvence plans for their inland rail shipmenta. Request
#uch instructions as may be considered necesaary.

End.

ACTION: JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
INFO : COG AAP

ASF

OFD

G-2

ADM KING
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Frasidant's Socviat
Committes Room 149 O
79672

B August 1944

Commanding Genoral
J 8 Military Miession
Moscow, U.B.B.R.

fumbar WAR 77523

To Daane for Spald from Protocol Committse (York). This
fg in reply to your K 20853 of 4th August.

Evary affort is belng meds to obtain firm commitmsnts for
Zpitish asoistance in escorting north convoya. Although War
ihipping Administracion hes recelved 8trong Indicetions from
tomdon that convoys will oparate regularly this Frotocol
perlod, no answsr has gat been given to JOS raquect for north-
2ra convoys which can ba considersd as a flrm coomitment.
Efforte to get such comaitment are continuing.

The problen of cargo ships 1s as difficult a: that of
seoorts. It had beon anticipatsd that by Saptember wa could
count upen 20 shipe to the north apd 25 ships to tha south
pach month. However, naw and sometimess unforeseer Unitad
States and British requirements continus to outrur our pe-
aources in shipe end as & result we will get 20 ghips to the
aorth but only 17 to the Persian Guilf in Septembar. The diffi-
ultles in connection with providing for October end later months
:annot nov be predicted.

Consldering both escorts and cargo shipas, War Shipping
fdministration has velustantly agresd to inoreass tra Atlantic
thipping commitment from 225,000 to 250,000 short tomz per
nonth. We hoepe this will satisfy the Soviets beceuse in ourp
pinlon it 18 ns high a3 we should 8o at this cime in making
2 flrm commitmont. Mr. Hopkins concurs. In this connection
re nust consider thae possibility of ¢loaing Pacifie route
#hieh would be followed by Soviet pressurs to wake sountor-
Jslaneing inernase in Atlantio shipments required to meet:
ur overall commitmonts.

It should be stressad that tetal performance in tomnnage
delivered im more important than tha formal shipping commit-
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ment. War 3hipping fully intends to deliver the greatest
amount of cargo possible to the U.S.8.R. but they feel
that they cannot over commit themselves in view of the re-
maining uncertainties with reference to British escorts and
the fact that shipp requiremente continus to ocutrmun the
avellable supply. 1 recognition of our intention to
achisve maximum shipments is contained in the 4th protoeol
vhiieh provides for selection of an additional list of supplies
emounting to approximately 1,000,000 short tons which wi
provide a basis for planning cargoes for ships which we hope
¥ill become available in excess of our minimum commitment.

With refersnce to expediting the United Kingdom schedules
we #ill do vhat we can from here in cooperation with Reed in
London. We are submitting certain tentative lists at this
time but do not feel that we can go too far in this direction
until the British schedules are recelived.

End

ORIGINATOR: Gen York
INFORMATION: Gen Somervell DECLASSIFIED

SPD o JCE memo, 1-4-74
Col Park 7 RiF, WR, Date g 251978
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Joint Chiefs of Stafr
71459

10 July 1944

Commanding General
U 3 Military Mission
Mosoow, Rusaia

Humber: WAR 63123
R to Docne Moscow from the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Erorynrrmnbu.tngnrhuﬂ-dtul up the loading
of ships for the Soviet Far East. U.S. Mtuq Mission
Hosoow, message number 722, dated 22 June 1944 1s the ref-
erence. The oritical shipping situation will not permit
diversion at this time of additional ships to the Northern
Paciflo. It 1s therefore recommended that ahipments of
supplies for western Russia be concentrated in the north
Russian apd Persian Gulf routes and that supplies for the
Far East be carried on the Paoific route. Protoool Committes

informed of foregoing.

End
SSIFIED
ORIGINATOR: JC/B D;?ﬂﬁn, 1-4-]}?: |
. 4]
INFORMATION : s e s dhant el ollll,
Gan Bissell
e 0 oues
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+ IMPROVED IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM,.,NIGHT IDENTIFICATION PROCEDUHE...
EOUTING IN SIBERIAN WATERS,.,.CHART OF SOVIET MERSHIP ROUTES.....es

THIS REPORT SUFERSEDES:

Op-16-FT Serial 88-.3, Soviet Mership Identification and Routes,
(khotak = Bering = Japan Seas, dated I
29 Deceaber, 1943

Op-16-FT Serial 5-i4, Soviet Mership Routeg, Bering Ses = -
Change in, dated 17 Jamuary 1944.

Dp=16=FT Sarial B-ii, 4

Chaoge in, dated Jamary 1944.

IMPROVED IDENTIFICATION SISTEM

1. Sovist agreemsnt to revised identification system, effective
16 May 1944, affords greater security te USSR merships in the transpacifie
run, MNew system is in force while vessels are traversing Japan, Okhotak, it
and Bering Sess, Betwsen Akutan and U, S, west coast ports or Canada,
Soviet ships carry such features of the system as Amsrican Coovoy and Rout-
ing authoritiss may direct.

MAFKINGS ON SIDES AND DECK

2. In order to improve visibility, standard proporticns have now

bsan sstablished for the idemtifiestion devies displayed on sides and deck,
conaisting of peinted national merchant ensign (sclid red field bearing yul=
low hasmer and sickls topped by star), bordered in white. The ratlo of en-
pign length to width is fixed at 2 to 1, White border, narrow at top and
sides, forms a base equal in depth to width of enaign. On upper half of
whits bass are painted, in black, the letters U 5 S R, tops of letters touch-
ing bottom edge of emsign, Lower half of base resains clear white, (See

mt:l'luﬂﬂmlz.-} “"“
“‘E

Diistritesdion By Oelginator
[T p—r— — o @
L1Emi=3=8 13 KSHQ Ottawa (L) Attu I0 (2
?ﬂ- Op=16<F) im (3) Alusna Moscow MED Akutan (5)
Op=16=B=5 Op=20-K Alusna Ottaws State (2)
Op=16=E-2 Cominch A=Con Vladivostok NID 18 (5)
Op-16-FA-5  Cominch F-22 (3)  Part Directors: MDD (7
Op-16-FE (2) Cominch FX=37 Huaneme WEA (3
Op=16=FF CAnCPaz (2) San Franclseco FEL
Op=16=P-2 ComSubPac (2) San Pedro FEA (Div,Soviet hppl;:u:a]
Op=16=-P=4 ComNorPac (10} Seattle g

16V comAlasSeaFron (10) ZDIO Portland, Ore, USCG
il&_-z (1) CemfastSeaFron ém; 2010 San Pedro RIOr 11, 12, 13 (3), 14,

15," 17
(0,58.8.) (2) ConawSeaFron ZDI0 Anchorage s 174
Op-16-3,1,8  Adv,Int,Ctr, Norpys WOB Duieh Harbor (5) DCOO Ketehilan
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o 3. Dimeosions of ensign have
been officially reported as 3 meters

by 1.5 meters. In practice, how-
ever, sise of marking wvaries in
aspcordance with space available on
ship, maxisum feasible sizs being
ussd and specified proportions main-
tained with exception of top and
side border, which remains constant
at 10 centimaters,

4. Flags are saometimes painted
directly co side of vessel, pome-
times on demountable boards, whish
ara not removed in waters sast of
Alutan, Flaga on deck are ususlly
paioted on canvas over hateh cover,

THO-FLAG HOIST NEW FEATURE

Se In addition to sarlisr identification features, all of which are
retained with some modificationa, USSR vessels now {1y two-letter flag holsta,
to be changed perlodically, at sero hour, sone mimus 3 time, as followsd

Fros Ie Signal
16 May 25 June 8
26 June 10 July BH
11 July 15 August oi
16 August 20 Septeamber s
21 September 30 October FD
31 October 27 Hovember EE
2B Novembor 22 Deceaber T
23 Decomber 18 Jamary BS
19 Jamuary 12 February Fa
13 February 14 March In
15 March 19 April ¥B

6. 411 Sovist shipmasters have been provided with yoarly signal
table and properly imetructed in use of flaga,

ELAG DISFLAY

Te Thmﬂmlm:ﬁ-:hmiphﬂmhmmmwmmt,
as before., When approaching U, 5. territory, the American flag is usually
flown at fore,

BIGHT IDFFTIFICATION PROCEDURE

8. At night, side and masthead lighta of normal brightness are shown,
A verticsl row of three lights, identifying mationality, in sequence of green,
red, green,visible through 360 degrees, is carrled on mainmast,

9. fpon meeting other ships at night, Soviet vessels 11luminats flag
at gaff as well as paimted devices on sides and deck; or, by flashing light,

signal the letters U 8 S B in Marse code,
. 5: Eaaﬂi_,.ﬂ
oRD
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10. Resumption of same summer routed ms in 1943 was scheduled for
20 Juns although possible delay was anticipated in use of Tartary Straitas,
which en 12 June were mot completely froe of ipe. Courses to be followed are:

s} Iartary Straite Route

Vessels proceed from Vliadivestok through Sea of Japan and Tartary
Stralts to Okhotsk Euay, thence through points 54,25 N = L41.24 E and 54,35 N -
142.44 E, to a point 2 miles off Mikoyanovaski Light (52.40 N - 156,14 E), bearing
270 degrees; thance coast wise by territorial waters through First Euril Strait
to Akhomten Bay (south of Petropavlovek), From Akhomten Bay or Petropavlovek,
ships follow regular Alutan route established 15 April 1943, wis 56,00 N - 165,00 E,
themce along S56th parallel to 180°, thence to 55 N = 166.30 W, from which polni
Akutan is approached, Eastbound vessels travel scuth of 56th parallel, westbound
vessels, north,

t) La Percuse Route

Frem Vladivostok, ships proceed through La Perouse Strait, by
sither northern or southern channel, thence through pointa 45,40 ¥ = 145,00 E and
52.40 N = 151,35 E, to Mikoyanovaki Light, thence as above.

e} Hagagvo Route
Vessels en route Nagaeve either from Mikoymnoveki Light or point
54,25 N = 141.24 E pass through point 53,00 N - 150,00 E noa' to Nagasvo Bay.
¢ pROLAES "
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1, Shipping in the Okhotak Sea
since latter part of Jamuary by severs ice condi
Perouss have been reported ranging from 50 to 120 miles wide, Parts of
thess flelds are solid ice, sl
ice., The probable sxtent of the ice area is ahown n chart above.

2e At the present time
caught in La Perouse and unable to navigata,
MIKOTAN, FAGANOVICH and DAVIDOV. The last wessal to pass through La Perouse
was the BAKU, which arrived Vladiwvostok 22 Jamuary,
this area are understood to have bean made after
cold weather has apparently made operating condi

FOUR SOVIET SHIPS FORCED INTO JAP WATERS

3. PINEOA, LOZOVSKEI, AWADIR and MANICH enrcute to Petro during
January were icebound beyond La Perouse and forced to proceed with flow of
ice. Since current in the Okhotak Sea moves counter—clockwise and toward
Facific (shown in chart), the ships wers forcsd into territorial waters of
Etorofu Island (see A and Al in chart). A Sovist icebreaker sent to assist
them was recalled. (Resson not known.

b Transiting the proscribed waters of Kunashiri Strait early
in February three of theso wvessels are understood to have sailed for Petro
east of the Xuriles via route B shown in chart. 411 arrived Petro, The

h vessel, MANICH, mimus rudder, is understood to hawe been towed to
Petro via Ckhotsk route. (See track C in chart for probable course,)

POSSTRILITY OF NEW ROUTES HIOHLIOGHTED

S Bad ice conditions in Ia Perouse and the movement of the four
Sovliet vessels through Jap waters, raised again the possibdlity of re-routing
Sovliet shipping. Several routes were understood to be under consideration,
with considerable doubt as to Jap acquimscence. Two possible tracks, both
in waters reserved for Jap-Kurile traffic are as follows:

(8) Viad to Petro via lower Kurile Straits (Funashird
Etorofu, or Bussole]: Touta, O] ald o rs
rouse, is relatively safe once outside of Furiles, Water

is warmer and islands afford protection from prevalling northwest winds,
Route is reported in use by Jap ehips to and from Paramushiro.

(b) ¥lad to Petro via Toushims Straits: While Red Navy is
understood to have considered This alternate route, indications are
that Jap permission has not been requested to date, and that Teushima
will not be used this seascn.

6. Mneertainties surrounding these routes indicate that the
Huselans will continue using present track through la Perouse whenever ice
conditions permit. SOVIETSKAYA NEFT and JAN TOMP were reported
from Vlad 1 March. Ships to "heave to" at ice edge at La Perouse until
breakers free to assist them,

?
a
!

CASUALTIES

Ts 55 MSTA (198l g.t.) was the only Soviet shipping casualty
reported during the month, was crushed in heavy ice and sank south of
KNagasvo.

* F
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8. It is balieved that there hawve been mmercus instances of
erackings cocurring to Soviet wvessels of all types. muhl:rurr'lqm
of ship plates were sent on the DJURMA to where repairs are frequantly
made in order to enable wessels to reach U ports safely.

DEPARTURES FROM STHERTA AT SEASON'S LOW
P Only fourteen ships salled from Siberla during Fe

trun-,rfnr
U. 5. and Canadian ports. 'I'H.lmﬂthhﬁ!.nm,h December
and in Fovembar, No departures from Nagasvo were The four

5'3

believed to have been caught in ice or to have twrned back,

10, As indicated in Jarmuary sumsary (Serial FT-13-LL), Petro has
becoms the Sovieta most active winter seaseon port. Of the 1l sahips which
sailed from Siberla during the month, 10 of these left from Petro, Departures
for February by ports are shown balow:

Ports Total
V1adivostok,ssessssacsssssssnssnsns 3
PetropavloveK.isinsenssssssnnansnnns 10
Hahodkl,sssasssssssssssssssanssnsss

CONGESTION AT VIAD EEING EASED

1. With only one ship arriving at Vliad during February the Sovieta
have been able to reduce backlog of cargo there to an appreciable extent. In-
crease in available rolling stock and good local weather have been of assist-
ance, Port ares is still congested with &an estimated 200,000 tons

E

EUNKER SHORTAOES PETRO AND AKUTAN DEIAY SATLINGS

12. Departure of a mmber of wveasels from Petropavlovak was delayed
in Pebruary due to lack of bunkers. Four instances were reported, but it is
believed that a greater mumber were affected by the situation. ITce conditions
in the Okhotak Sea and at La Perouse may have caused faulty distribution,

13. To alleviate the ghortages at Siberisn ports and partioularly
Petro, mastera of all Soviet veassels westbound have been instructed to bunker
to full capacity before departing Alutan. Ship movements have also been
slowed down at Alwtan by insufficient bunker stocks.

WEST COAST SATLINGS ALSO OFF

1. There were 20 departures from U. S. and Canadian ports in
February compared with 29 in January, 39 in December and 33 in November,
15. Loadings for the month were as follows (fipures approximate):
U. 8. Lend-lease goods to Russia 61,000 tons

Canadian Lend-Lease poods to Russia 29,000

1 tanker with petroleum products 10,000 =
TomL 100,000 tons
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15, Salvage operations of tanker MARIUPOL have been stopped for
the winter. (See chart for location.) Ouns, bridge squipment, stores and
all other easily moveble material as well as 180 tons of were takean
off. Balance of carpo of gasoline blending agent Gﬁumlhm
as "ponteminated by salt water®, Crew members have been removed, except
for ten men reported left to retain possession for the Russians who may re—
atterpt to salvapge the mill when weather improves.

17. It has been learmsd that TUAPSE stood by the MARIUPOL from
1y Wovesber 1543 to 23 Jamary 154k, Japanese did not permit the TUAPSE to
contact the MARTUFOL for salwapge purposes until 1l December, one month after
the vessel grounded, Om 16 Decenber tha TUAPSE, aided by the Soviet tanker
MEMNETS, proceeded to salvage all parts that could be moved. [y that time
heavy winds and seas had pushed the MARTUPOL still higher on Shimushu lsdges,
dodng great dasape to ship's bottom, Bollers were dislodged from their
foundations. -

NOTE: Various reports indicate that had Japs permitted Russians

glven to salvaps MARTUFOL.

18. TUAPSE sailed for Petro 23 Jamuary leaving the Soviet trawler
PALTUS (phonetic) to remain with MARIUPOL. During the time TUAPSE stood by
a Japanese destroyer was always present, Japanese also made periodic visi
to the MARTUFOL o observe and prevent salvage operations. Because the power
supply of MARTIUPOL was not operating, radic messapes, instructions, etc. were
forwarded by TUAFSE.

&~

SURVEY SOVIET VESSELS UNDER REPAIR AT WEST COAST PORTS

19. Fifty-aix Soviet ships are in U. 5. and Canadian west coast
shipyards. Of these, 31 are presently undergoing major repairs; includasd are
B Liberties whose hills are being strengthensd for navigation in lce. (Re-
pairs are estimated to take one month for each vessel).

20. Survey of & additional ships also badly in need of repairs is
being made by WSA. Application for repairs to an additional proup of &
vessels has been dended by WSA, as follows:

GILIAK 318, gorata
KAPTTAN POSPELOV 191 =
EAPTTAN VERONIN 91
HAJIM 1T -
SOYUZPUSHNINA 62 =
TAKUT 2604 ™
21. The remaining 13 vessels, although undergoing usual minor voynge

repairs, will be available for March loading and subsequent departure for Siberia.
TANKER EXCHANGE

22. Tt is understood that the Lend-Lease tanker DONBASS (LT67 g.t.),
teilt in 1930, is to be exchanged because of poor performance for U. 8.
DAYLIGHT (9180 gets)s Transfer is to take place 21 March with Soviets taldng
delivery of wessel in Caribbean.
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AFATC/PL/GGMIT /0l
6560
23 June 1944

gommanding General
T 5 Military Misslon o USSR
Moscow Russila M-520

Humber WAR 56044
For D:ane signed Arnold

Supplementing our WAR 52550 of 17 June in connection with
guur discusaions with Russians on routes outlined your

86 of 137 nitis sggested that best interests of all
soncerned warrant emphasis cn agreement for Forth Atlantic
»oute on zssumption that rouce may soon be available for
Alr Trancoort Command-Soviet reciprocal services, If it

is cuncluded that NWorth Atlantic route will not soon be
avallable Russians may insist upon obtaining the right to
vperate service to United States comparable to Alr Trans-
port Command service to Moscow via Middle East but Azores
route not now available +to Russlans for reasons glven

end alternate wooio for Russians from North Africa via
England and pewfoundland may be too long to be desirable.
Under such vircumstances we would have nc objecticn to
Russian servige via plaska to Washington or other appropriate
place within Unitod States provided we obtain right for Alr
Transport Command Service through Alaska to Moscow (Which on
account of distances does not at present have relative
value for US in comparison with other potential routes) or
right for Air Transport Command Service through Alaska and
Russia to China is obtained.

3017 End
CRIGINATOR: CG AAF
INFORMATION: OPD, (ol Park)LOG

CM-0UT 56044 (25 June 1944) 17417 om

Y
Al
Uy v s 25
CoPY NO.
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WAR DEPARTMENT =
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE

Joint Chiefs oi Staff, T1469

May 27, 1944
commanding Genersl
13 Military Mission to US3R
Moscow, Russia (M=337)

Number: WAR 42644
For Deane Moscow from the Joint Chlefs of Staff.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff concur in your
views that the resumption of northern convoys to
Russia at the earliest opportunity consistent with
Furopean operstions is most desirable. This 1s
12 reply to your number 457, They are presenting
their views to the Combined Chiefs of Staff and
¢111 inform you &s soon as possible as to what
vill be done regarding the resumption of thess
convoys,

ORIGINATOR: JC/3
INFORMATION: General ;.;cld
0PD

dod.a,
ark

C of
CM-QUT 420644 {27 May &%) 22042 ejv

G o co5iIED

JCE memo, l-4-T4
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faemasie S

President's Soviet FProtocol
uunitu;él Room 1¥9£1G.¢.B.

Bldg., 1 c titu ’
RE EX. '1&‘;2 47y [
May 23, 1944

U.5, Mi1l1 Mission,
Moscow, U.3.8.R.

Number: WAR %0320 - M-311
For General Deane from Protocol Committee (General York).

This pertains to the portion of your number 581 of May 21st
dealing with the repair and loading of Soviet vessels on the
Pacific coast vhich is a responeibility of the Protocol Committee.
Other matters covered by your telegram are under conslderation -
by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.’

War Shipping administration waes aware of the problems inveolved in
repair and loading of Soviet ships and was endeavoring to solve
them prior to recent protests by Soviet representatives and

prior to receipt of your cable. Pressure is now being exerted
all along the line to alleviate these situations which are
aggravated by a serious overall manpower shortage on the

West coast,

Weast coast repair faollities are inadequate for the total load,

Soviet and United States, which they must carry. Difficulties
are accentuated by the simultansous arrival of a large number
of ships whioch have suffered lce damage., OSome delay is due to
shortage of Russian personnel on West coast for processing

repair requisitions and specifications. There is some hope of
lmprov the repair situation as a result of negotiations |
now vend with Canada for repalr of Soviet ships in Canadian l
yards vhich are less busy than ours.

AV ~L“}"§lh
CM-0UT-40320 (23 May 44) 16512 mr F;:;ff‘?ﬁa W
' G‘j"ﬂ‘j ol
O I
30 ?33 3 ‘}ﬁ‘v

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT COPY OF THIS MESSAGE IS FORBIDDEN

ang 1E—aEEa- ]

__ DECLASSIFIED o
" E. O. 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4
NLR 101

By RT, NARA, Date 4Z1af-r£ 5



|
I
|
i
I:I

¢ EEEER Eiltan,

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

OUTGOING MESSAGE
(e -

Number: WAR 40320 . m.311

Due to lack of Soviet ships loading during the slack winter months
stevedore gangs dispersed to other ports and to other industries.
Fressure 1s now being exerted to get this personnel back in

load gangs and there 1z a da o day improvement in the
situation. Soviet vessels are being given preference over other
nhiEa and our information indicates that Soviet representatives
vhile not satisfied are conviced that everything possible is
‘bgui;:g done to expedite the loading of Soviet vessela. Protocol

c ttee continues to endeavor to move the eatest poesible
tonnage to the U.8.38.R. during the yresent shipping season.

ORIGINATOR: MAB
INFORMATION: General Arnold

OFD
General Bissell (State t.)
Adm, King ( i
Col., Park
Cof 8
CM-OUT-40320 (23 May %4) 16512 mr ot
s o W
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From: U. 3. NMilitary Mission Moscow, Russia’
To: War Department
Br: 581, : 21 Nay 1944

To Joint Chiefs of 8 inf'o Ambassador Harriman
and Protocol Comittee (York) from Deans.

It 1is understood that a large mmber of Soviet

wveasels which have beén held up in the Par East on acoount

of ice and Japansse interference, have nov reached cur west
coast. Considerable delay is reported as being encountered
on our veat coast due to de in essential repair and be-
cause of shortage of labor facilities for loading.

It is believed that possible shouid be
done to expedite the repair and of thess vessels or
to add new vessels in order to take advantage of the

open season this summer and early fall.

This would consitute a major contribution of hos-
tilities bestween Japan and the USSR should break ocut this
fall or wvinter, as well as helping the war effort in the
west. If we were free to with the Russians, the ideal
solution would be to establiah reserve atocks in the Far
Bast of those items which the United States is supplying to
the Red Army and of those items which the United States Alr
Foree would require in the event of their participation.

Failing this specifie plan, the most favorable sit-
uation can be brought about by sending the maximum of supplies
posaible this summer with design to keeping the pipe line of
supply full. If hoatilities should commence, this would
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From: ©U,3. Military Mission Moscow, Russia
Nr: bﬁl. 21 May iylh

provide a good initial supply in the m place or close
therato. It seems to be partlioularly tant that as much
aviation gas as can be sparewd, De supplied the (USSR sc that
they will be in a comfortable position at all times ana
possibly with storage in Siberia.

All reporta indicate that Vladivostok is in good
operat condition and is in a position to handle a large
amount of cargo. Spalding is goling out there in the next
few days to make certain that everything is being done
there to assure a prompt turn around of vessels.
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INCOMING MESSAGE

From: ©US Military Mission, Moscow, Russia
To1 War Department
Number 457, 22 April 1944

Joint Chiefs of Starf from Desne.

Ambassador and Adm Olssn report enthusiaatiecally
on operatiocns of northern ports after returning from re-
cent visit. It is urged that serious consideration be
given to resumption of northern convoys at the earliest
opportunity consistent with European operations.

During period of recent convoys, Soviets have
bullt up or ization of northern ports so that they now
handle 20,000 cargo tons daily as inst 9,000 tons last
December. This organization will disintegrate and equip~
ment be taken away if portes sre not used for a considerable
period of time. Maintenance of organization is very much
to our interest in reducing time that our shipes are in
Ruseian ports. Russians prefer this route of supply be-
cause it facilitates their war effort in more rapid delivery
and with less strain on their inland tramsport.

We hope to negotiate & buildup in preparation for
air operations in Far East. Additional ton involved
in such & bulldup will overtax the capacity of other routes
if northern routes are stopped. Continuation of northern
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Fromt US Military Mission, Moscow, Russia TFage 2
Numbe® 857, 22 April 1984

routes would increase our bargaining power op buildup in
Far Esat, 1if we could promise continuance for a percentage
of the capacity to import supplies for a Par East buildup.
flso, Boviets would be less concerned over possible stoppage
of Pacific route.

The Ambassador comours in this messsge and ve would

both lpp:-uuh any inforsation regardipg your views on
subjeot and vhat you antioipate might be dope.
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