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o<1 1 21 JAN 1944 ~: 1-C-IJO-------
lOR COO!NOOM 2-~: !5/.2e_ 

O!COOIO II s.::: tt:E I I:ER 

- REE:GM! 

til ''· I ,, ..... 

i 
~ 

~ 

--

CO:,! 1: TH FLEET <!uR 

<IS.\ .!ASH I UGT:.>tl 

il· 0 (I " I \ .... ' • 

NCfl 3483 

OAI~ li t.".[ 

( ~OMNAVEU SEti;)S C 0 I; :=o COI.l i!PTH FLEET C&R, 
>~SS TO DOUGLA. SA) 

C )t!VOY J\1 56t. . AH ACi''::.iJ BY EST IIAATED AT LEAST 

6 8US:,lAR I NES ;\T A:-' PRO liM TEL Y 2337Z JANUARY 

2:) POS I Tl ON 73 ·2~ NOP.1 4 24·- 50 EAST. ;3 ~Ell-

S HP3 SUN!< . US A~ • .DRE,; GECI~GE CURT II. 66 SUR· 

V! \.'ORS. PENELO: E 8.\R{ :R 51 SURV I VORS. 

s:: IT I SH FOP.T AELLI NGH4!. c c;.Jr,IODO RE 8H I P. COM­

·,1 Jj) QP.E REPORTeD fJi\ VEI- L1UT IJ O I NFORIAAT I Oi·1 OTI-£R 

S' IR VI VORS. 

C·J;.! I IWH ••• • ACT 

1 ) . o oFX37 (~!S f ) ... ~~R ••• 13ADO • •• 23 •• • 39 . o. 

• 

s 
u r '" • .. ,t.· u .. ,.m \\ ·••• I• '•11 ,, • , 

lJECLASSIFIED 
E. 0 . 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4 
NLR 101 
By AT, NARA, Date ¥/1 3/ q..f. 

p 1 

, 

,tiU.lUl"- .( 

ROUIIH[ 

rwur t tE 
0[1 [IIR£0 11 

7 

' 
PIU0Jtll't HI 

1r l')flffi&IIOHI.I 
(HI Co. [I[ tO"'' 

•• 
I'• 

ccr 211 
ACTION :!1 

f' ~ 1::. 
21 

r-ot :!'I 

r-o2 :!~ 

:!. 
r-o~ 27 , 

?•! 

:Ill 
:II 

:t~ 

.11 

1 1 
.l~. 

3o· 
37 
3' 
3' 
40 

" •z 
.. :. 
II 

• •• 
4fo 

11 ,, 
• •• -, .. 

Regraded Unclassified



FRA.:KEL 

3(! JM.t 1944 

\. 70~ 

S/\CIIS 

BAKER 

11/\R f-11 NG TON 

crw 

AS RESULT 8UB~.IAR IIJE A TT ACI<S PP.EL t:.! I NARY INFO 2 AMER 

SHIP PENELOPE [lt\flKER AND MmREW CURT~~~ PLUS Dfl l Tl SH 

SHIP FORT JELLI NGiff\1.1 SUtiK . 51 SURV I VORS FROi.: FIRST 

AIW 66 FRO?.: SECOll.D Af\R I VI !JG THI S DATE. IUTEND PLACE 

Al.L FlT FOR TRII.)!EL Ofl SH I PS SA ILI NG 29TH . i'IILL INF~ 

DETAILS 1\i!Ll RAUES IIIIE!J K!IOI'irl . 

CO I:.UICH ••• • ACT. 

16 ••• • FX37· ··· f.CR •• •• 23·· ·•2\G ••• • CNO •• • NAVA IDE •• •• 

39 •• •• 0ADO • •• • 

bECLASSIFIED . 
E. 0 . 12356, Sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4 
NLR 101 
By AT, NARA, Date 'l/1 3/ ~.j. 

RRRR 

Regraded Unclassified



................. 
...._,EO BY THE INTU..UQ.ItHCI! 'OrV .. ION 
OPPIC& OP CHID' OP NAVA.LOPER.ATION8 

,.AVV DEPAJt't'Mitrt'r 

INTEWGENCE REPORT 

.. 
SOVID' SHIP TRACK (OKHC1l'SX) MOYC:O ruRI'I!ER SOIT?K DUE to ICE CONDITIONS • AJIEIIDS 
llOI/riNG CIVE!l IN OP- 16-F'l' SERIAL 88-43, SOVIET lll'J>,SHIP IDE.'li'IPicyfiON Ab'D M!lfES 
I~ OK!tO'I:SK. BESINC Aim JAPAN SUS, OArED 29 DEC . 1943. 

1 . Ice conditione in Okhotsk Sec. have made torm.cr Soviet moral:dp traelt 
between 52 .40 N - 151. 35 E and 45 ,40 N - 145•00 E dongerouo . lap poraisldon 
hae been given to a chango in routina allowi.ng Soviet !.\hips to operate close 
ineido Kurile Ielande . 

2. This M'W rou.to (effective 20 Jao. 194C) 18 as follows: Yir;-st Kur11e 
Strait to 51.30 ll • 155 .00 E the:u:e t o ;.6.)0 II - 1.\8 ,00 Z. Beyond this po:lnt 
t'4sters of ve!!:sela will follow orders of i cebr eaker &83i iined to conduct ships 
through L\ Pcr ouso • 

.3 . The altorat.ion i ,n thio tl"''lck Cf.l.t-ries toll~g aigni.tic:e.nce: 

(tt.) Japan' e pennlesion bad to be obto.ined . 

(b) lee conditions wor:se than anticipated by 
Rusei&n :shi p IM.ster e earlier in the year . 
See Op- 16-FT Serial 86-4)1 S~viet Icp-
breAkern in Siberi&n \?ater a . d.:J.tod 27 Dee . 
1943. 

(c) Ice c onditions !ttl)' boeome more difficult a a: 
winter progrea.aea requiring the Rua.siano to 
obtai n ot her cutlets to t he Pacific , or 
tempc'lrsr Uy to 8\lapend t ra ffic . 

4 . Holders c.f Op- 16-.Fr Sorittl 88-43 of 29 Dee . 19/..) are requested to 
a:c:eod Gerial to show new r oute , a s above . 

5. Attenti~ b f.l so invited to the change in tbe Berins Sea t rack re -
ported in Op- lf>.PT Serial S-44, dated 17 J$11 . 1941., SOViet Merohi p Rcut·ea . 
Bqrlng Sea I CMngo . 

CON£'IDWIAL 

.....,._ .......... _ .. o.. ...... 

0;?- 16-A- 3-e CorUn~lrl Aluo.l'\& Moscow Nav. $lpply Depot 
(Vie Op- 16-F) Ccoaineh P-22 (3) A01con V1adi vo•tok Akut&n 

Op.-16- 9- 5 CO!:d.neh FX·3? Pprt Dir'9tors ??.A, C&pt. Pules~ 
Op-16-FA- 5 CinCPae (2) Cara1 Zone (2) 
0~-16-FE (2) Coillffor Pacl'or (200 copies Hueneme G-2, Capt I Render aon 
('lp- 16-.FP (2} t ·o be distributed to Sa.n FrAncisco .::.N~V!l Aide 
f·p- 16-P-2 .l'l.eet a nd potl'<l1 c,...t't) 9lr. Pedro DSOC 
\·p-16- P-4 ComNorlleetsoaFron (100) S.O.tt1e DI01 e: ) , 4, 5(3) , 8 ,11 , 
'p-16-Z (MS) (2) ComSubl'ac (50) ADIO Portland, Ore , U , l)(J) , 1411S, 
•Jp ·16-J . I.S. C<DWeetSeaFr on (25) NOB Dutch HArbor(2)NA Unit , IllS l 50) 
:.>p .05 Cou.Ha..Sea.Pron stt\h (2) Ccedg. General, 
vp-U ComHSec (2) NID 18 (5) Alaal<an Dept. (250) 
(ip-1) Mv. lot , Ctr. ll~l./ll.IISWQ Ot~5) Air -ber, C....di.oo 
)p.,2Q _ A1uolo V•ncouvor OW (2) Join\ St&1'C 
•lp-~0..0 lf<Jv C<OiMh F-20 (2) \lS4 (3) (~ C<lr.Aolill)(~ 
~)]J.?J.D 
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22 JAN 1944 

a124 

STEVENSON/KOHOUTEk 

SIIITH 

UI IJI.IAN 

I I 

CNO 

IUIERIOAII CONS UL VLADI-
YOSTOI( HRR 

HA VY COUUISSARIAT ADVISES FOllOWING CHAIG£ IN 

COURSE FO R I£RC»AIITU£N 0 \11 NO TO ICE CONDI TI OIIS 

OKHOTSK S~A EFFECTIVE JAN 20. FROU FIRST KURILE 

STf!/1.1 T TO 51- 3{!tl 15!kf\l E TfiEIICf: TO 46-3\!11 14&-\11'[. 

8E YOND Tfl l 8 PO l NT MASTERS OF VESSELS \'olll FOLLOW 

ORDERS OF ICE BREAKER ASS IGNED TO COIIDUCT THEU 

TliROUGit ~ ROUSEN. 

lfi 1. ~ 

FX37 .... . . ACT 

16 ..... COUIIICH .... 2~ ... CNO,, .. ~ATD~ ... 

-;: ;.. 0 7:.-J- .. l'f 'v 
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hAVY O[fARW 1 

(JI£111'1.!! '• NU~Il. -.oOII£\S£fS t ! II ~ 

lt!ON 

AIJER I CAll CONJUL VLADIVOSTOK (ALUStiA VL.ADI VOSTOK) 
U1UlU. ( • , .,a.ILGU't 10G~\l( 

CNO 
COM 10TH FLT C & R 21 JAil 1?44 OU( I 

aOiflkl 

OlJ(IIlO 

• 
' 

21;~251 
101 COOUHlOIA 

JENK I HS 

1 ~ 1 
MOSCOW ~R I AA,l1J1Y 

I •o~mtt 
, .. orcooto n 

" ' """s£o CROIAPTOH •• -0 

It ,, 
" HILL 

NCR 88(1? 

~--·· " oruutoMAJ. •• 
tlttt f ~!tO"' 17 

OAI!. TIM( ORICIN.UOH mL IH Doll r AHO 1 IJol l 
- p _..MOo.& Mflr.U ,u.•11 Wtl UIOIT 01111 ..._ UW n .. tOIIIll tl.....__ 101 

ACTI OI! CNO CO~I 1 .'TII FLT C & R I NFO l l0$COW FRO~! AllER I CAN CONSUL VLADIVOSTOK Al US I~ A :;Erms , 

COiiVOY OFFICER HATES GOVIETS IJECOT IATIN(; rtiTH JAPS 
FOR PERlii SSI C.. t: U.:lE KlJNAdH I R<foR FREZZ STRA I T AND 
K ITAURUPptOR BUSOL STR AI T. ICE COM itlG OOf.N EARLY THIS 
YEPR hHD FORMER ROUTE BCTIIEEN 45~4CN 145• E AND 
52·4¢N ANn 151· 35E I S BECOMI NG DANGEROUS . THERE I S 
ALSO POSS I BILI TY OF USE 4TH STRAIT. NIPS HAVE ALREADY 

,:GRAIITED PERMI SS I ON SOVI ET SH I PP I NG PROCEED CLOSE IN­
SIDE KUR!LE GROUP THENCE VIA F I RST STRA I T BUT 
PROSPECTS HEAVY ICE. KHOTSK SI DE l.OPATKA ~ Ill SOOH 
NECESS ITATE OTHER OUTLET TO PACIF IC. SHIPS 11011 
ENCOllNTER ING HEAVY ICE LAPEROUSE AREA , 

16 • • , ACT G:v~ ~~ FX3? ••• 13 ••• cs NE ~~i~ z---r-. 
~ ..... ~"'' eniJ . llf'"'"' 1• f'ctdt> ICII'Oi~•''' fttlt o!f I• ~~-. (See Alt. 7C (4) NA \ NICS..) ut•'''·"'• U · l & 

::.. cc{:oo 
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, ............ 
la8UU) BY TH& IH'TE&.LIO&NCE <OIV ... OH 
OWIC£ OP CHlEPOfl NAVALOP&ItATIONa 

NAVY DU.utrTME.H'T 

usct..t.~.L 
oa:o t.ett 

INTEWGENCE REPORT 

llm.tJ Ft-$-14 
,...,. ............. y-., .. ........ -, 

1 . \t t.he request of Soviet.s, new medifln for Soviet. monh!p routing in 
Ber ing Sa.- wu f'pprovod by U. S . KPVl'-1 PUthorit.iet on f.; JI'II\UPT)' l9LL . Thia CM­
cele pl"eTJi¢us routing tlong 56° llorth tr11ck . 

2 . Runii'Il t:-,!1'1c i n Bering S;c11: will ncr.v follO'If medi,.n lino from r.kut..-n 
to " pOint 55 .00 N 166 .)0 w

6 
then due ~Yost. t<1 S5.00 n 180.00 ':IJ vessel& thence 

proceeding on rhumb nne to l"inl Point light Pnd r.Pdlo bel!'con, north .side 
Mtonce r..o 1 vechl' SPy . ··;4stb-ound ships 'Will proceed north or mod1tm while eest­
bound vessels will proceed south ot medi~n P"seing not l~ss th"n 60 miles north 
~-~. . 

) . Following three fpvoreble r~ct.or3 ero 2nticip~ted in tur..uro operation 
ot shipe foll~King nuN Ber~e~ rout1ngr 

("') SO'Viot tihips P:void hoavy WCPthOr north or Kom-"'ndortski 
Is~nd!:, occflsicmed b"J winter stores . 

(b) vessels procc.eding souttlYI'•rd o! Kor:,r.dor'ki Isl.rnd~ itrc 
thus ~!forded shelter tro~ northern winde ,nd storms . 

(c) ru:w r out e l\"ill t&duco by one-helt do'ly, so>iling timo or 
~>voragc ten knot. ship voyrse from r kutM"! to Pet:ropt~vlovsk or full 
d-1\)' on round trip. 

L. Holders of O}rl6-rT Scr1"1 88-ll3 ot 29 December 19L.l PrO requested to 
Pmen4 scri~l to sh~ no~ route . 

a-...-\Moo'- - kO,It. l. 

Op-16- t - )-e COQ.i.nch •tusnn ~~cow ~pv. Supply Depot 
('11• Op-16-r) C-r>::h P- 22 ()) !J>Con Vledivost.ok lkutan 

Op-16-8- 5' Cominch fXooJ7 Port Direct..ors FE' ,C~>pt .Puleston 
Op-16-r · -s CintP•t (2) C•noi zone 'f2) 
Op-l.6- FE (2) ComllorPI'oFor (2'00 copies rtuenace G-2 ,Cttpt. .!Ud"1'.!1Q'\ 
Op-16-FP (i?) t.o bo dlat.ributcd to Stn FrPneisco N11v,1 ·ide 
Op-16- P-2 fleet. ~>nd p~>trol crPft) San Pedro USCG 
Op-16-P-4 Comz:or i .. t.scm·on (100) SoPttlo DIO•s : J,4,~(J), 
Op-16-Z (CISSX2)COIIISubP•c ($0) "DIO Portl•nd, Ore . D,!I,l2,1J0), 
Cp-16-J . I.S . Ccor:'lost.SorFron (25) ~OB Duteh H>rbor(2 ) lll , lS. 
Ct.-<>$' Ooo!W,fSePFton St,.t.e (2) flA Unit., lo'IS ($0)" 
Op-12 ComllSoc (2) Nm 16 (S) Conxl£ . Oenertl 
(1;>-l) : dv. Int. C<r. J~~,.CJ.QJ~l;51Q !2!..\l:lri' (lS) : l.l'•k•n Dept .(<SO) 
lt--20 1 ludo VrnCO!,lVer ow (2-y-- /ir Uembor, c,.nii-
Op•'-o-o '-f <f\1 Comineb P-20 (2) •."S." ()) diM Joint StPfl 
Op-$0-D (\Tina Cclr. ·"•Un)(l2S) 

DECLASSIFIED 
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•.•... ..._.._ 

? •·hn• 17 • l t-4(. 

Re!erenee 0p-'b-!T S..r1•' ' - 4' (Jl• e•ber su- ey 
CDI,..,...., .,..._. ...... ,....._-.. II ~.-..wo) 

Sowu O CN c1al Reca!'d• Evaluation -:=::t'.':t':::=::-:=:::-:::::-: c.u .a.w. --'~.:C..'=. '::t---.... ....._ c.u ............ ......,.., ... _...,.._, 
Subject $0/"M MPQUlft SH;I PPitt:; • PACttiC • UHlfABX 194' ,,...... "-""" -· , .................. , .........., ·~ _,_ '-' ... -- ... , 

IIIllll UliiD 1.1'.\S& SH!l'S ON IIIJUll& CASUAtn LISt, ICI COII)IIIO!IS AT 
U. PmlUS&. l/) SIB!IIIAN DEPARrURES ARB Fat ll!l'AIR. I'IAG.lEVO Oi'!ll, 
TANK!:!! .lCTIVniiS. 

2 l.E!!!? !EASE VES5EU! Qlf CASJJALTX LIST ' 

l . OpezatioMl dittioul.t ieo on Soviet merah1p r outoo in Berina and 
Okho·t-ak Sees "ere in turther evidence.. Durin, Je.nua%7 6 Lend Lease veaaol• were 
nportod eraekod, brinaiJlc tho totd OUIIlbor or 1114h .,.aeo to 9 tor winter 1943-44 
Ships involved e" •• follows : 

1!!.!11 l!W £nroute cz..4t 

A!EltJ CHKALOV U/1.4/43 Sorlotab,. ca .. n - SrokA in t wo. Both bolvu 
.\kuton toooc! .. Ad&k . 

'0\IOROSSISK U/2- U/2S Vla.d . - Vancouver Jltpe.ired at. Vancouver, 

U/~J-1/S Petro . - VlJld . P&rti&l.l.y broke in h&lt. Re-
poirod VlJldivoatok . !1 

A !JlXA NO !l\ ll!NSKX U/23-U/)0 Petro , - Akutan Portiall,y brolaoin hal£ . Ro-
po1rod Petr opovlovak. !/ 

U/Jl-l/8 EMELIAII PIJGACilEV /1Apevo - Akutan Parti&l.l.y br oke in blllt. Now 

1/?/IJ. 
in Petropov lovak . !I 

SlVA5rOI'OL At Vladivostok Craokod. i/ 
JAN JO!mi l/9/IJ. Vancou.er - Akut&n Ropairocl n Akutan. 

D!IW!RISf l/29/44 Akutan - Petro . Craokod ...S.dobip both aidoo . 
Arrivod Adak 2/1, 

U'G!OIIl l/31/IJ. VlJld. - Akutan Out or control. Leokin8 badl7. 

• EC-2 Ves:Jel. !I 
Arrivod Attu 2/l. 

Lott U. S. porta overloaded . 

~-- ....... - - .. O.M.I. ~o-t.-)..... Op-20...() ()) 
(Via qp-~6-P) qp-SO-c 

qp-16-!!-S C<>Qineh 
o;>-16-<:-2 • P-22 (2) 
Qp-1G-PA- S • FX-) 7 
Qp-1Cj..F£ (2) CinCP&c (2) 
ap-1Cj..f'P (2) Cor.SIIbl'&c (2) 
Qp-16-P-4 COlt!:OrP&cFor ( S) 
Qp-lG-Z (2) Comllol'ileotlloaFron (2) 

(O.S.S . ) Coi!\\Teet$e&Fron (2) 
01>-16-J . r.s . Coll1Haw504FI'on 
Qp-12 Adv. Int . Ctr . llorl'&e 

Aluolo Vancouver ~~ Supply Depot, 
Alu:sna U>•- AINU~\ 
A<;Con Vladi """tok lliD ( 7) 
Port Di reetor• • liSA (3) san PearO FPA <z> 
San Praneioco o-2 {capt . llood.oreon) 
Seattle naval Aide 

ADIO Portland, Ore . OsCO 
NOB Dutch llarbor (2) DJQ, 
! tate (2) "!!, 12, 1)0) 
!liD 18 !Sl 

(2) !:Sit:) Ottol!l. 
Ol!J. (2) Op-1) ···-- ... -- -~ 
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-2- 7 I'Obr,_ry 19(.[. 

2 . In addition to tht above ehtpe tho TIMLAT (2699 ,.t. ) tound4recl .ad 
eank tn eton~ 11 Jln.uary 19tl4 DHt Ko.adonki bland• while e:n r oute to Portlaa.d 
wJ,th 1,00 tone chro• ora • • 'l'he n .. ot we e u .. d in orab-oatoht.nc t'leet • • a t:ra.nt­
r.r eh1p tr'Olll orab-oetohor to porte of unloe.din&• 

3. the " plac--ont tor tho V.U..DY CBXA.J.1)V. the a::-.2 wMoh 'Droll» apart 
1.2 l>t"aber 1~. »• beo.n nu.td v.uar CHKUDI DYA. (s .. Op-16-rr Serial 1~, 
., J a.n-..r,. tc;;U., O.co&!ber s,...ry.) 

ICJ COWI>IfiOQ IQlA DIJ'?ICtn.! 

U. Only merchant nuda aoooJ~paDitd by ioobna~n ..,.,., ablo to ont.r or 

leave the harbor or 'f/ladhottok by 1 J -.nu.ry lS'Lh due t o lot ton.tio.u. lee 
oondittona han also b.oo .. ,,.,. .. , ln Lt. Perouao Strait xs.oouitetinc use of 

ioebreakere. 

5• the icobtoaker ~~NOVIOH 11 reported workinS in t. Porouaa, t he too• 
'breaker !CRASS IN a t Napev-o and the OOBRllU. JUXITICR It Vla41TOttok. (Kit\S.SIN 

auhtecl PSKOV a nd INGUL rroa NapeYo to open wator 13 Jt.nutry to 16 J&nuaJ"Y.) 
The .-oported presence of' tht let cutter L-l'J'KB t t llAQl0¥0 he.• not b-o.n Yortriod . 
D\VlJ)()V arrived P.·tropav lo•alr: 27 J&n\l.a1")' h-o:t1 !:squtalt; will work Vladhostok 
t..re.a 4urln« na&lnder ot winter. tht tuKO'tU t.rrind Pot.ropadO't'tk: }1 Ja.nuary 
trOD Port 1'ownse1:1d; area ill wtllch s he w-tll opcra.to h not ~mown. 

6 . Becau.so ot lc• oondl UOt'l.l an4 !wa'V7 weatheY lA a-,. ~ottt a.o4 Bori~ 
s .. , lt baa boon nocouary to 110"0 tho So•tot. ship tnck 1ft both aou tu:rthor 
t outh. as in " r!ah Op- 16-IT 8-UU or 26 Jtnutry 19L4, SoY!et Mtrshh 

on d Op-16-l'T 5-1.4 or 17 J&n""ry i91iL, Sovlot 

F~Hfu;,l<l;;";;• oon41 tiona 1n tho Olctlotlll: Sea •Y 
!!lilY be torood to obtai.D other out-

lett to o~ t6mporari~y to tuapond traffic . 

C~ont 1 Strait s ot Tau1h~ wero used foro aho.-t timo 4ur1n& las t wintor; 
howovor Vl• divostok roportl that Sovloh -will not uao tho Strtlta tbh 
wl..Dt. r. It 'Will M ,.o•Uoc1 that tho KO~ woro aunJr: ln ~bruary 
19l.3 attor tra.l2dt\Dc 'l'tutht.. . Pin other aMps on route • • ,... roealled 
and la tor db~ tehe4 •i• lA Porouao .. 

SIUIIW DXP~ - llORB Tl!l.lf 1/} Pal RIPUI!S 

7o Forty-aU "UOlt (1000 &• t .. a.nd OTor) c!epartod trM 11bor1a.n port. 
dur tcc January (co.mpt.red wttn 1..7 ln O.otabor. 4l tn lllo•er.bor. an4 hl 1-0 Oet.ober-) . 

By port•. d..opartu.rot woro •• tollows • 

For Lot.cl1n~ ror 
~ at Woat C06at Porto ReeD1ra ~ 

Vlf.dtvottok 12 8 20 
Potropo. ... lcr•u .k 10 8 18 
Nabo4ka ) 1 4 

W.pO"''' 2 0 2 

Totyulcl». I 0 I 

La p-orouae ..!. 0 ..!. 

• total 29 17 1.6 

Note1 OU:twor4 aoYODOnt ctvr in., s-•t tiro month• 1n41cat., ottort to C"·t 

'inC'rouod ahlp toMAf)O out ot Slborlan wa ters botore leo oond1t1ons .U:e 
tr~nt1 t iapot tiblo. tnoludot 17 tblpt cGZin& to weat ootat tor rep&irt 
•nd 29 tor lo~dl»&• 

8 . Ot th.o 29 ahlpa • hloh d.optf'tod $1bor1an 'fttora durin& JDnuary tor 
loac11n& a t woat aout porta 4 were o.ll o-catod tor VSllOO\l'Hr. Tl\ote ocaill& to u.s. 
por'tt lrloludo 6 that ,. .... b .. n ~ .. rei or tor h t t th.r•• -.tA•· Pro.-blJ' 
tohot o han boeD on.&*ct4 1-D ua1t&l trt..rtto. ta &415\tlon. 6 ot tho '"ueh en r o\.lUI 
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r 
Op- 16-11' 
hrlal IT 1}-lob 
COIIP'lDJDI!'lAL 

to U.s. tor repeh·a haft alto bt.-n v.nhea.rd ct tor laat thr•t 110atha, •nd pro• 
at.M.bly hATe been oPoraUnc ooutwho . 

DIPA.RTURIS RIO!.! PITROPAV!.OVSX 

9• Tho 18 dopo_rtwoa fi• Potrop&•lo•l.k: in January tClU&l Ulo Doocaabor 
totAl. "tl1le o.ll 18 YOa,.h did nob d.hoharse their o•rco att that port, thoro 
h 1norouod ov-tclonoa that P"otropa•lo"nk b beia' uaod to a creator extect •• U1 
ott-loe.din& point. Thh d.o"los-tnt la Moeultat:.d to · - oxt.nt by too oon· 
dltlona at 14 Poroueo . It M • alto M., lMJ"Mod that: tM> A.LIX4..Jrol:l auvcmov 
(iC-2) lott J.atorla 18 Ja.nuory wtth INDltiona -- a oar~ wlt.J\ too hlcn a rlak tor 
t.ron.elt throuc,n J a pa.noao-oootrollod wa.ton. ConMq,utntly the ahtp waa dh-,.tohod 
t or Pot:ropevlonk and Xa~••• • 

10. Continued uto or No.sno-.o, ovon thou~ on a lWtod eoalo , • • • or lntor­
oat . On 7 Jo.nuary KRkSSI.H ~• roportod broClk.1.n15 too 50 11lil01 1outh of' Ho.povo 
ln a.n o ttolllpt to t'I"OO tho VTORAV. PYAtll.ETKA. (Arrha l Napovo unreported . ) 
In mid-Jo nua.ry two SoYiot vouoh 1 tho PSKOV a nd UiGUL, oro known to havo do­
po.rtod. trom No&novo with tho oi d ot tho 1oeb'1"0Glcor KRASSIK. Both o rt~ of ox-U. S . 
t O£llt.ry, ono boinc o Liborty ahip. Unoottttr=od rop.ort N.1 boon rooo h'od. that 
PAVLIK V[t'OO&t..OOV alao l ott. lato in tho ccnU:t . Tho AJ...IXAJ,DJ:R SUVOROY u.1lod 
h-oe Altor1A tor PotropGYlonlc oD4 NapOYo 18 Januo..ry . a a notod. cboYO . 

lfli:IT CQUT DBPAlmlliBS DliCLID 

11 . Thoro woro 2'9 4oparturo• tr011 u .s. a.nd <:•na41t.n poru in JJ.nucry ror 
SJ.boria, co:.-.:p4rod wtth 39 1n I>oocbor, 29 in No•o=bo r Md 28 1n Ootobor . 
Loodlns,• totalle d 175.000 tont of Lon.d-Locso eorco, OOICJ>Orod with 260,000 ton• 
\.n Dooom.bor. Oil thipGIOnt• to S1bor1a totalled 65,000 toot t o r o now high . 

TAliXER Rl!PORTS 

1.2. l/AR!UPOL (7021. ~. t. ) !I otlll unsclvu~d. Md tho TUAFSB (7162 5 . t . ), 
1"h1oh h4d boon stand t nt by •i.noo aid- Novoe.bor. finnlly eo.llod. troo Po~rope.vlonic 
25 J 4n\14ry t or Po.rtlo.nd. 

1,. Two !lC-2 'fOUola, !ILOOR(I) a ftd HlllOP, which woro OOil"I'Ortod to corry 
potro louc -product& in bulk cro now to bo usod aololy to carry dl.rty co.r&O. l.o. 
?O«<tablo oll . lforot.otoro, tho ?Otaoh carl"lod potrolota produott 1e holdt 1 • U 
~nd -..ocobblo o11 1D. Yo . 5 holcl booa.u•o ot low t'"lo•h pointed proxi.l:t1ty to drho 
t hlltt o r wsnl . 

BliNKER STOCKS AT AXlltAll SUPPL&l!!NT!:D. 

u.. . Wa r Sh.ippint; Admlnhtrn.tion o llocoto4 tho Al.!ERICAN STAR to procood 
t'r011 Po r tlAnd to ;.kuto.n 1n Jc.nuary with 6 , 000 tons of ooal to 'bo utod by Ru~­
aton vo11oh touchinc ot that point. 8Wlkora woro talcon t'rOJD Lond-Looao etook 
pllo at Por-tlD.nd. end acnt o.t ro(luoat o t Soviota . 

15. Pr~so~t 1nd1oat1ona o ro that woat cooat l ood.ln'' l.a hbruory will bo u.,.v.. ""mt"J-ols}lt ot t.ho 16 doporwroa t'roa SlborlCLD :portl oro a'llll.l4bl o tor 
load~.n(, h : t 4 or thoto wlll CO t o Vc.n.covoror to.r p-ole Whloh pi'OIODtly pOU .. I H I 
A•l pcd tl cn on Ruulo'• Ht'tln&.•• Shlpa co::Un' tor ropOlrl wtll not 'bo &'t"tl ileblo 
unttl ~rch or April. 

16. Optiolstlo oatlmtoe t'or l'obruory lndlooto thOt 31 oo.r,o •o• toh o.nd 
7 Uln.ko ra wlll l ood o.t U,S . porta a.nd 4opcLrt ror Siborio. , 1b ad41tion to 9 oC.rt;o 
lhlp• fro~ c~a.dinn port • • 
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THE. Wt1 1 T~ HOUS~ 

WASHI N GTON 

7 J 3!1.1Ar'J 1944 

SUBJ ECT: Merchant Ship,>iOJ via the Soviet Arctic. 

l. The Navy Department has no 1nforuat1on whatsoever concemii"\J plans 

for use of the Soviet Arctic route for merchant ship;>in,: dur i ng the 

2. The decisi on as to i nst ituting this t raffic r ests solely with the 

Russiarus . They have vol unteer ed nQ intonnation on t he subject and 

casual inquiries have been unans•fiter ed. The Navy Depart ment ! eeLs 

that 1t will know tho plans as SQOn as they are r evealed to any U. S. 

Agency. 

3. I n connection wit h the above, the followiOJ ;>aints are of possible 

interest: 

a. Last year 32 ships e)\llaged i .n trade from our Weot Coast to 

Soviet Arctic ports . There were no loeses. 

b. Our peopl e feel that there i s much to be gained by increasil\11 

traCtie on this route. However they reeogr~ze the fact that 

to derive zr:AX:im~J~:~ bcnefi t, a l a rge am carefully planned pro-

grom is n.cessnry. It io hig!U.y doubtful that the Russians 

Ju.ve accomplished much alo)\ll this line despi t e t he obvious 

advantaee of feeding sup?l i es to tho inter ior of Siberia along 

tho rivers enterin.J i nto the Arctic, r ather than by rail 

transportat ion rrcm either East or West. 

el ements of the ~ plan were c. The folloWi)\ll s eoi Uc 
~ _,II .... . J:,. 

.... ..,;-• . ...., 
w•' 

~,...~,..'i1£D 
. ~\?/I:~0~T .. .p;-v 

- 1-
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(1) An incr~aaed ~r of lee Breakere. 

(2) Uee of 110re Kerct.&nt Shipe, aoae of which could 

undoub~«<ly ~ t.alcen !!'Oil t.lle Sll>erhn Cout.el 

Trade. 

(3) .Ur Bun ..-! 'lfut.ll•r St.&Uono •ell plaeo<l alol\l; 

tht cout. o! the Sovirt. Arctic . 

(4) Propor unloadir\1; tacillt1u •~ ~he river 11011t.11o 

ancl 8\dt..&l:J.e shallow- draft rivfr cr&.tt . 

( 5) Runnino of Lhe ~r<~de from both ~he ~ .. ~ •nd ~he 

VJeet in o~er to oake tii4Xi.Diu:D uee ot the racll-

ities during the co:paratively ahort period of 

open m.virat.ion. 

3· A ve.ry C:Oq'lllet.c at.uO:y ha.s been ude ann det.a11a on all facilities 

Chr.~~ 
CAptain, U. S.N. 

- 2 -

REGRi.OSiJ 
UNCI..."' {-1-.ll..-1 ~ •1 
... . 
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INTEWGENCE REPORT 

MonoJTaph Index Guide No. ~"'100~;:::::,:;::;:-•T• -·-~M~M•1 ... tri.I&CT at-.W.. . ... o:·if. t.l..lokt cw... 
J&U.--~,_ ........ u.lohl 

From _ OR:l6-IT at Iuh1ngt.po, D....,.C . Date 29 Decf!Mher 19.1U._ 
tar.. ...... -11 ................. NUa.... .......... . 

Ro!tr<noe ..DP=l 6::n..S.ed&l ~L6...seJtt.al>eO"r~l~9~13~-=-;;-:==------•DI,...,.. ..,. • ,........, --,..... '-'--., IJ . ,-.,e.w.J 

CHART Of SOVIET J.:!!RSKI:P ROUTES . mENTD'ICATION liARIIS CIJIRI!III If! SOVIET 
VESSElS IN U. S . -st llDIIA TRADE. nACS SHOll!!. LIOflriNG AllD RECOO~'ITION 
AT IIIGHT. 

1 . SOVll:T mENTIFICATI ON IWU(S 

Sorlot ships were required, 
etteet1ve l Septe=ber 19U) , 
to carry identU'ieation 
marking$ while in Okhotsk, 
Japan oncl BorinlJ Seos "" 
follan ' t lv) USSR o t.<lte 
n.e, p:dnt.ed on whit.c 
rectangle not l ess than 2 
l:".eter~ by 1 S m.et.er 5 1 on 
both side• to.-rd o r al.d­
ahip f'ral:'le . Sar..e ~king on 
f o rward and stem hateheo, 
al.sc> on Ulld.ship ho.td l. 

Boarcis bearing nag shmrint; yellow har:ler and s ickle on eoUd r ed backcround, 
below _,..ich are blo.ck letUrs "USSR" p.ain t.cd on wh1 t.e background . Doard.e 
are normall,y recoved while vessel io 1n tlorth Pad.! i c u en .ut o! Akutan 
control station . 

2 . ~ 

vess,els alwaY$ tly SOV"oet tla.e: on 4 tern tor 
M.l 2L hours . In additi on, Amer i can noll£ 
u.sua.l.l)' n own 11hen approaching United Stateo 
territory. I . '.JI • 

Oiot.-..-llr OrUW.•., ----····-··- ·- ·---- ------------------- --·----"" "''"· '"'-~G-~.1. 

vy-16 -A- 3- e Cominch ?- 20 (2) 
••• Op- 16- P) co .. !coh r -22 (}) 

Op- 16 -3 -5 co .. laoh fX•}7 
Op- 16 - FA- 5 ClaCPao (2) 
Op-16-~ (2) Co..SorPaofor (200 
Op- 16 ·FP cop1e a to be dh .. 
Op- 16 - P- 3 t r 1buted to f l eet 
Op- 11.- P- l& and oe;trol craft ) 
Op- lG- Z (OS$) Co~r.Sor~ee tSoaf'ron (100) 
Op- 16- J . I .S . ComSubPao (50) 
Cp-02 Conitloatsea Fron (25) 
Op-05 Co.zcP .. A:wSeA Pron 
Oo- 12 Co=>HSoo (2) 

I Op-1} Adv . In t . Ct r . Kor P--.c (10} 
Cp-20 . /l.lualo Vt~~noou.ver 
C"p- 20- G A lusr\ll Y.oecow 
0?-SO-D Arr.con Vl adhoatok 
C<>mtrtch 

1lECLASSIFIED-

Port Director s 
S&n Poc.Sro 
San Frt.cc hco 
Bueno:o 
Seattt. 
C•na l Zone 

G-2 (Capt.1n 
!ionCienon ) 

n.,.,.l Aide 
USCG 
DlO' a 

ZDIO Por t lsnd, Or o. 
llob Dutch Harbor (2) 
State (2) 

3.11. 5 (}) , 
8 , 11 . 12 , 1~ 
(3 ) . IL, 15. 

NlD 16 (2) 
~:s1~ ot ta ... 
OL!A (2) 
w" ..,. l ~ tipply Deoot. 
Ak\lt.:~ 

l!. I.s . CS) 
WSA. (}) 
f&\ (Caota in 
Pul oeton ) (2) 

DSCLASBIJISI 
L;ot ter , &-8•72 
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SOV IET MERSH I P ROU T ES 
0 KHOTSK-BERING-JAPAN 

S EAS 

OP -16-FT SERIAL 88-43 

.... ... 

KE Y 
------u ~ .. .,.._., .. ,_ .. , .. 

1-1---1 ··· 

1--+-+--+-+---+--1--1----l "' .... ... 
'"' ... 
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Op-16-I'T 
Soria.! 17...88-U) 

29 DoCMibor 19hJ •""iS'~ii!A1u 
,_l!l!~Uu, _,. 

- h -

) , IllENTlYICA TIOII LIGitl'S 

'111<on travoro1ng Okb:>t.ok, Japan ard 9er1ng s ... , 1n addit.ion to to USUAl. r'WU\1nc 
llgh~s, opocial 1dont1!'1catlon signa-l cona1s~1n; or U\rot col ored Hsh~• in 
vor~iw Uno on mA1nt:laa~ or aft.ermas~ ano uaod 1natoad or ranso llsht . 
Sequence creen1 red1 green, visible through 36o doerte8 . 

N01'!1 1 . lhunerous complaints have been r •ceived thAt 
certain Soviet ve5aels h&ve not odhored to 
required marking~ . 

NO'l'll• 2 . Above mar kinc and lightinG requ.ln=cnto 1\Avo 
been given to J'a.pa."lc~e COVCTn:!:'llent by :ioviet:. . 

t.. NIOtn' RECOG.'!IT!ON PRXEOORE 

So'ri.et. vosoob encountering other vessels at. rd.r.ht 1n t b.,• a.r.u will illu:d­
n.at.e 1d.enc.it1cat.1on llloal"ks and stem nag with renect.ore or ee&rchllc,ht. t'ra.?la­
c1t~ o! lott.ors "USSR" in Uo:st code by searcbllsht. or by hand tlasbllcl>t is 
reqllinod . 

l:ortt Botwoen Akutan and U. s . •on. cout. porta, vesseU 
are f"\L1.ded by 1nstruet.ion.s re-eo1 ved. t'rou U. S. Convoy 
and Routine officer s ~th recard to carryL\c or 
1dent1!'1ca~1on marks and lishto. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E. 0 . 12356, sec. 3.3 or Sec. 3.4 
NLR 101 
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IS8UZD IIY TH& IHT'ELLJC&NC& DrvtaJON 
OI'PICE OF CHlU' OP NAVAL OP&IU.TIONa 

NAVY DltPAitTM&NT 
w 
r INTELIJGENCE REPORT 

&rial Ft=8Q...43 Monoanpb lnde.x Guide No. _so<-~~1~00"!-:==::-
, ...,.. ........... _.._,,.,., .... ...,., l1"t_......-ttJoiVIllmoT,.._~, ... -o_", l.l*-o.k. ..... __ ~,_ ........ ....., 

From -DR-:16:;'t at l&aM n '14n D . c. Date 29 Dte-Mr 19JU_ 
« ........................... ...... .--J ' 

Reference ~l&.rr Srzr1•l &H, 1 ot 6 Sept,eebv 19.41 
t DI.....U .... W ' - J;"""""" T ...... """""'-. U ~.,U.W.t 

Sou:roe _ottici&l. Recorda Evaluation -:!'"".:-:c--::=,...,-=== 
............ ......,~~!;!!:; ·:.-----....... c.u....u......,.,.., u.wriW, _ , 

SobJeet~r ... nnM AKD Botm:s OJQil!SK - moo - . lApAN ws 
(N od. ,.,_w WI) ( lUI& tiU. u ,_ lalla ...... ) I~UO.t ( MW ~ ._ aw _.. Ullo) 

CHART OF SOVIET liERSI!IP ROUT!:S. ID!!NTIFICI.TION MARKS CARRIED Br SOVIET 
=.5 IN U.S • ..SIBERU TRI.D!l. PUGS SIIOIIN. • LIGH!'OO A!ID RECOONITION 
AT lliGI!f. 

l. SOVIET IDI!:NTIPICI.TION WARKS 

Soviet ehip.s wen required, 
effecti~ 1 September 19h3, 
to earry identitieo~on 
markings while in Okhotsk, 
Japan one! Berinll Sea• &a 
foll.OWB t the USSR etate 
n-e, painted on white 
rectanGle not l~ss thAn 2 
meters by l .S met.ers , on 
both oideo torward ot mid­
ship Crane. Sal:.e ro.arkin(t on 
tonrard and at.ern hatchn 1 
&l.oo on m1d4h1p h&teh. 

Boarc18 bearing tlag s OOwing yellow hemmer a.m eickl.e on eoUd r ed t.ekcround, 
below which are Ol..ack l e tters "USSR• paint.ed on 'Whtte background. Boards 
.are normally removed • hUe ,..aael 1a in North Pt.eific aru ... t ot Akutan 
cont.rol station. 

2 . ~ 

Vessela 1.1~ f ly SOvie t flag on ate.rn tor 
tull 2lJ bour.s . In t.ddit.ion, ADerieatl nag 
114uall¥ nO'II> when opproaehl.ng United Stotoo 
terri tory. 
~Jr0<1cu...., 

"-loof-looi.· I,._ .. O. I'C.L 

&e- 16-A-3... Com1noh F-20 (2) 
(v i a Op- 16- P) Co:>inoh F-22 (3) 

Op- 16-B- 5 Co:oinoh FX-37 
Op-16-fl.-5 CinCPao (2) 
Op-16- FE (2) ComNorPaoFor (200 
Op- 16- f? oopie• to be dh-
Op-16-P .. , t rib\Jted to fleet 
Op-16- P-4 a.nd ottr o l o ra rt ) 
Op- 16-L (OSS) co,.Vor .. utS.af'ron (100) 
Op-16-J . I . S. C-ubPao (50) 
Op-o2 Collifeatsoaf'roo (25) 
Op...()5 Co&Ha.SeaFroD 
Op-12 Co:.\lSeo (2) 
Op-13 Adv . Int. Ctr . l\or Pao (10) 
Op-20 Alue1o Vant~ounr 
Op-20-G AluenA l'.ot oow 
Op-50-D Amoon Vladivo•t ok 
Com111cl'l 

Port Direoton o-2 (Ca.pta.1.o 
San Pedro HeDdereon) 
San hanoiaoo !i'&'ftl Aide 
lhtene:oe USCG 
Seattle DIO'a 
Caul Zooe ....,-:-t", 5 {}), 

zn10 Pol""tl&'r'ld, Ore . 8 , 11, 12, 13 
llob Dutoh F.orbor (2) (3) U.. 15. 
State (2) • 
NID 18 (2) 
~'S)Jl Otto .... 
OIJA (2) 
""''"1 Supply Depot, 
Alcuto.D 

11.r.s. (5) 
wu (3) 
PIA (Captain 
Puluton) (2 ) 
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SOV IET MERS H I P ROU TES 
OKHOTSK·BERING·~APAN 

SEAS 

OP-16· FT SERIAL 88-43 
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). IDEliTMCATION LIOIIrS 

.. 

When tra~raln& Okhot.ok, Jo;>an and Btrll\& Se&a, 1n oddition to to UIU&l. I"W11>1Dc 
llctM, special idonti1'1cation alil)\ll oonoia•lll& o! 1/uft oolored UttM 1n .,..rtical Una on oaimaot or t.tt.uMo• are UHd lna\Md o! ranp U&t>t. 
$equence green, red, c:reeo, rl.aible tJuoouch )60 d•crH•· 

N0111 1 . f,\oeroua oocplUnta hne been rtc.t1Ted that 
certain Soviet vessel.s have not adhered to 
r•qllired aarkinca • 

NOi!:1 2. Al>on ""'"k\n& and lJ.&h'l.nc .-.quiraoonb have 
been pnn to Japanese Gowauaxn~ ~SOviets. 

4. IIIOI!r RECOOICITIO/I PlllC1'DURE 

SOrlet ~sela encoW\tering other veooela at nit;ht 1n theae area.. will Ul\11111-
nate 1dent1tieat.i.on urks and a t.ern !lag 'trlth roneot.ortJ or searchlight. Trans-
1111 t.t.&l of let tort 11USSll" 1n Uor.st code by .searchlight or by hind nuWcht 1.s required . 

:;ana Between A.kut.Nl and 0'. S. WW13t cout po·rta, ves•W 
ora tuJ.ded b)- lnatNCUono ""oeh..t IT<D u . S. Corm>T 
and Rou'ln& o!tloan Wit.b regard to O&fTY\n& of 
1dent1!'1cat1on ...,.ka and Ught.o. 
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Iee Con::tit.1ona in Y..A i1hitA Jea . 

1 . The l'ihite Sea anO tw approaehe1 aa .. ord.inarll,y 
cloud t.o na.,1gat.1on from Deceaber untJ.l llarch, inoluain • 

..._; 
2. ~e mtit.e Sea and it.e approachota tt.re ordinaril,y 

t'lavirable wit-h the #1d of icebreak~Y<I durin; •~ay and Juno , and 
during October and ffovombcr • 

.). 'n• \'ihi te Sea and itl apnrOII(hOI are ordir..arily 
cc.nplo t.el.y ice rree during July 1 Aut:\lst. and .;.op~Wr. 

L. . Tho a.erage navipblft: ff'taon tor .'\roha~l h 
"'rca ~ 1) t.o ':Ovarl'-er 2"'. .,le eArl1eat. J.at.e o!" t.he OJ•n:.n.n 
ot t.he port. was l!ay 9, and the lat.eat. d4 tA -'lon h . wu cloa~ 
to m•jraU"'" ....a -·~ .. !'!'u~ry 6 . 
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