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NAVY DE'PAR'TMENTr
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PRFSS AND RADIO FEERUARY 4, 1944
NAVY DEPARTMENT COMMUNIQUE NO. 502
SCUTE ATLANTIC:

1. Within the space of 48 hours early in Ianuary, three German
blockade runners, heavily laden with vital war materials, were sent
to the bottom of the South Atlantic by surface forces of the United
States Navy operating under the command of Vice Admiral Jonas
Ingram, U.3.N.

2. The enemy ships sunk were the BEURGENLAND, RIC GRANDE
and WESERLAND, en route from Far Fastern Japanese-held ports.
Their holds were filled with thousands of tons of rubber, tin, fats and

strateglc ores.

3. The blockade runners were sunk by the USS SCMERS, destroyer,
and the light cruiser CMAHA and the destroyer JOUETT. A large
number of prisoners were picked up following the sinkings. In two
of the sinkings, Navy search planes found the enemy ships and called
for the surface force to complete their destruction. The
WESERLAND {ell to the SOMERS alone while the other two were
scuttled by their crews and their sinking hastened by gunfire from
the OMAHA and the JOUETT,

4, Summoned by planes, the SOCMERS found her target in the darkness
of early morning and, on identifying the vessel as hostile, opened

fire with her main battery of five-inch guns. The first salvo hit the
WESERLAND, forcing the crew to abandon ship. The destroyer then
sank the vessel after internal explosions were set off by the crew as
they left, Survivors were picked up at daylight.

9. A scouting plane from the CMAHA and a lookout in the ship’s
foretop were the first to sight the RIO GRANDE. As the CMAHA

and the JOUETT closed to investigate the stranger she burst into
smoke and flame, the result of demolition charges placed by the crew.
The two American warships fired six-inch and five-inch shells into
the blockade runner and she soon sank.

€. On the following day the OMAHA and the JOUETT found the
BURGENLANI. As the U. 8. warships approached, a similar scene
to that enacted by the RIO GRANDE took place. However, destruction
was completed as in the former case by shell fire.

7. Hundreds of tons of baled rubber found floating amid the debris

after the sinkings were recovered and are now on their way to the
United States.
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DRIGINATOR FILL IN DATE AND TIME

EXTENSION NUMEER

FOR ACTION

INFORMATION

151955

DATE

NAVY DEPARTMP

ADDRESSEES

ASTERISK (*) MAILGRAM ADDRESSEE

CINCLANT

COM 4TH FLEET

COMINCH

NCR 9297

TIME

ON 0ETO0ING DISPATCHES FLEASE LEAVE RSCUT OWE INCH CLEAR SPACE BEFORE BLGINNMING TLIT

RUIIER SINKING POSITION ¢7-29 25-37.

Make origing] only,  Deliver (o Code Room Wateh (licer in person.

TN R

S AN NS

0-S /948

DECLASSIFIED

OBD Letter, b-3-72
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RELEASED 8Y 5| COM BTH FLEET PRYGHY TY
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