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BOX 162, (Continuad)

BOX 162 (Continued) g,
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GENERAL COHR S CNDENCE

a. Memorandum General Marshall to FDR: July 3, 1942 re North

50

b, Hemerandum Admiral King to Admiral Leahy: OCctober B, 1942
re disposition of airplanes produced under naval cogni-

gance — 1942,

ce Hemorandum Captain McCrea to CIC, U.5. Fleet: December 26,
1943,
d. “emorandur Admiral King to FDOR: August 31, 1943.

e. Heports "Status of DE's" for September &, Hovember 1, and
December 13, 1943.

f. Memcrandum Admiral Brown to CIC, U.S5. Fleet:
Memorandum Admiral King to President's Naval Adde: December

October 20, 1943.

Ee
21, 1943.

Memorandum General H. H. Arnold to FDR: February §, 1944.

Hamorandum Adeiral Brown to FDR: February 24, 1944.

Memorandum Admiral King to Admiral Leahy: February 24, 1944

he.

i.

3.
re small craft.

k. Memorandum Admiral Leahy to FOR conveying above: February
24, 1944.

1. Yemorandum FOR to Admiral Leahy re above:

m. Heport William J. Flournoy (Amarican Maritime Delegation in

January 28, 1944.

Fabruary 26, 1944.

the Azores) to Secretary of State:
Upmorandum Captain Wood (USH) to Admirals Stark and Lealyy:

s
Eay 3, 1944.
0. 7 to Admiral Leahy: Mgy 2, 1944.

Mamorandum FUR to Admiral Erown; September 22, 1944.

Pe
q. Memorandum Admiral Brown to Admiral King (and reply on same
sheet): November 20, 1944.
r. Memorandum Admiral King to FDOR re merchant shipping: Hovember
28, 1944.
91

Admiral Brown to FOR re merchant shipnins:
Admiral B]‘m ta

November 30, 1944,

TS
-

FIR re merchant shipping: Degember 2, 1944,
Nemorandum Admdpal Leahy to FOR re merchant shippdng: A T

December 10, 1944,

'sslified
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

3
l}\ WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

7
TOP 8BORET

MFMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have reviewed the U.S. ship-
mwﬂmtﬂmmtrnm&lﬂmmmln-
ecount the effect of the actions directed in your menorandum

of 20 November.

A econsiderable improvement is noted in the shipp
now estimated to be avallable to meet operational 4 8,
Congestion in Atlantic theaters will be eliminated by Jan-
uary, and tive action has been taken to reduce conges-

tion in areas.

In arriving at the Jamary lhiggi:g ition allowance
ovision of ditional ships from

has been made for the R:
Atlantie services for Russian account in that month and for
successful negotiation for transfer of 40 sailings per month

from the United Kingdom stockpile account. It is noted that,
not secured

to date, the War Shipping Administration has
British concurrence such a transfer and therefore is con-

tinuing to carry 40 sallings per month as a commitment to
the British,

Serious deficits will still exist. The importance
the Russian program, however, justifies the allocation of
whﬂﬁiﬂhlﬂﬂtﬂhmmnﬂmﬂe serv-
ices, with such adjustments as are necessary being made in
other programs. M!‘tmnhhutimm‘batlkmmlym
the u-:lgpoutim that Admiral Land's negotiations with the
Bri to transfer 40 sailings per month from the United

om st e account are successful in full. Should

tions fail, the mumber of ships made available

to the sians mist be correspondingly recuced.

The War Shipping Administration therefore is being re-
quested to press vigorously with the Pritish negotiations

Copy to accompany original.

TOP BERORET
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for the transfer of 40 sailings from the United Kingdom
stockpile aceount so that the necessary additional wves-
sels can be made avallable for the Russian account.

The Navy Department will reduce the Mediterranean

u eycle from 10 to 5 days beginning Jammary 3, 1945
- no adverse change :: thﬂgsuhnarinn siigatia te

1: lnxieipntn& that this action will result in substantial
savings in ship turnaround in subsequent months.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff note that relief for the
r shortage in shigrards will tend to accelerate
deliveries and counteract in subsegquent momths the slip-
dhi. hnrutafurn experienced in the Maritime Commission
f program., In consonance with your memorandum
Joint Chiefs of Staff agencies have been
diruettd tu ltuﬁr in collaboration with the Maritime Com-
mission, the addifional ship construction that may be ac-
uﬂ-plisﬂad to provide further aid to the war effort.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

WILLIAM D, LEAHY,
Admiral, U.B5, Hav?,
Chief of Staff to the

Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 1, 1944-

With reference to Admirasl Eing's
memorandum of November Z8th about frequency
of convoys, 1 have had a talk with Lawards
and he assures me that steps are in progress
to stir up all area commanders — British
and Americans — to release ships thet have
been tied up in ports unduly. He is confident

of at least & temporary improvement.
Very respectiully,

WILSON BROWN.

Regraded Unclassified
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WASHINGTON

Hoveaber 30, 1944

MEMORASDUM FORs
Till, PRESIDENT.

Barry bopclng =4S he beliover
thal the shipplie e--ut tipn io improviog.
1 'I.Lll 1.4..10.-41.- LWl char ol H.J.-.-h whal 08
inceaus Lo ag Lo roduce L8 tielin, up
of shipe upoa for beaporiry toruge
purpossd ead to Epe ced Lp the turn—sround
10 unloeliilge

Very recpectiuliy,

WILSON BROWH.



COMINCH FILE . -
UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT

W‘L_J WASHINGTON 25, D. C,
| serial: (13455
' GEGRET
| MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT. 28 NOV 10M
1. In reply to your memorandum of 20 November on the

shipping is under constant review.

little or mo regard to security.

d
kEe
3

subjeot of merchant shipping, and with particular reference to the
second paragraph, I wish to assure you that the matter of exploring
ways and means of increasing the economy of employment of merchant

2. Those agencies whose interests lie primarily in de-
livery of goods are naturally disposed to reduce or sliminate convoys.
While we have no less interest in the delivery of goods, we have a
considerably greater interest and responsibility in getting the ship-
ping through, and I have, therefore, on numercus occasions been forced

to deny requests premised primarily on quick turn-around and with

3. To change from a 10-day to a S5-day sailing interval and
thus vide 10-12 additional sailings per month would require &
additional escort groups (total L2 ships). Such ships are not avail-
the Atlantic and could only be provided by taking them from

Pacifie, Only within the last week we have had to order from the
Atlantie 30 additional destroyer escorts and 29 smaller escort craft
to the Bouthwest Pacific theatre in support of the current and pro-

jected Philippine campaign under General MscArthur.

k. In view of the foregoing and of the imminence of renewed
U=boat aetivity in the Atlantic on what may be a large scale, I am
constrained to recommend that we do not, at this time at lsast, change
the cycle of the Mediterranean convoys from 10 to 5 days.

Regraded Unclassified
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V THE WHITE HOUSE \
WASHINGTON
November 20, 1944.

O R
WL .
CONFLIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:

-

ADMIRAL KING.

The President is very much concerned
about reports reaching him from wvarious
sources that many of our cargo ships are
geriously delayed in many theatres of the
war in unloading and in meking & turn-
around. The President asks for suggest-
ions from you as to what steps should be
taken to improve this situation. He has
in mind a survey of the Mediterranean Area
that was made about two years ago.

mei BROWN

Rear Adumiral, UGN., /




THE WHITE HOUSE (]
WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL
September 22, 1944.
MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL BROWN

I might possibly go abroad
d and France) about the

middle of November. ‘5
-
You might find out what <
would be available N

(a) In the way of a battle-
ship -- Missouri, just completed,
as & possibility, or

(b) A large cruiser --
Alaska or guam -- or

(e) A CV

Naturslly I do not want to
take any ship out of combat service
but in these classes it might be

possible to find one in the middle
of the shakedown period.

F. D. R.

Regraded Unclassified
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2 May 1944

To Admiral W. D. Leahy, personal and secret.

Dear Admiral,

As usual, Edwin behaved himself very well at the funeral
even though the thermometer was sbout 80 and we were en route
to the cemetery for nearly two hours, the woving ploture in-
dustry heving practically taken charge of proceedings. I
regret to say that the pallbearers rod@ at sass in automo-
biles Instead of xeeping up with troops, which included
Waves and femele Marlnes.

This morning I asked Ldwards whether they wAre =2till
holding a ship in the Atlantic for possible use by the
President in May. He replied that they ware hnldinf the
VINCENNES, 1 esked what use would be made of the VINCENNES _
if she were not held for our use and the reply was "Overlord.® '\
I thought perhaps you would like to know that she will be \
held unless we relesse her. \ B

1 enclose another message sbout publicity for the turm-
over of the MILWAUMEE, Edwards pointed out thet unless an
announcament is made soon the news will probably leak out
from returning merchantmen =nd might be seized upon by the
opposition for thelr political advantage by trying to meke
it appeer thut the American public is mot being informed a

o —

about the transfer of our ships; secret Teheran agreaments,
eto. Our last instruetions to Harriman, deted 15 April .44,
were, "you may make ennouncement regarding WILWAUL:E at eny
date and time acceptable to the Soviet, informing me in
advance as previously directed."

Best wishes to you all for pleasant sunshining weather i
and good fishing. ‘h ,
i

Sincerely yours,

1 Incl. 1

\
Regraded Unclassified
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MEMORANDUM FOR:

The Cormander-in-Chief, U.5. Fleet
and Chief of Naval Operations

Admiral Leahy has directed that the follow-
ing message be delivered to "OPNAV".

"By direction of the President, the
1S5 VINCENNES, now held ready for a
special mission in the month of May, is
hereby released from that assignment."

Through an error on my part, the "VIN-
CENNES" was mentioned as the ship in question
rather than the "JUINCY". It is therefore
assumed that "QUINCY" should be substituted
for "VINCENNES" in the above measage.

Hespectfully,

CHESTER C. WOOD,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Assistant Naval Aide to the President.

\\[M “SWTM Ré\ C. ot
Koanse.

I_?eé_radegu n‘classifield
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
varch 14, 1944

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT

There is attached & copy of despatch no. 5
dated January 28, 1944, from the American Maritlme
Delegate in Ponta Delgada, Azores, on the subject
of a conversation with Vice Admiral S5ir Harold
Burroughsa.

This despatch has been brought to the atten-
tion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Enclosure:
Despatch no. S

from Ponta Delpgada,
January 28, 1944.

¥
Regrade%classified
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No. 6

AMERICAN MARITIME DELEGATION
Ponta Delgada, S&io Miguel, Azores,
anuary 28, 1944.
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

Subjeect: Vieit to Ponta D-lgldl Azores, of Vice Admiral
8ir Harold Burro flag Officer in Command
of Mediterranean pprcaches.

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Waehington.
Bir:

I have the honor to report that Vice Admiral Sir
Harold Burroughe, Flag Officer in Command of the
Mediterranean Approaches, with headquartere at Gibraltar
arrived at Ponta Delgada on January 26, on a courtesy
vieit after having made an inspection of the Eritish
installations on the ieland of Fayal and Tercelra. The
vielt was carried out with full formality. Calls were
exchanged, the Commanding General of the Azores enter-
tained the Admiral with a luncheon at Furnas, the
Commanding Naval officer had a cocktall party, and the
British Maritime Delegate a dinner.

The Admiral was pleased with the reception he re-
celved here and remarked that he was struck with the
cordiality of General Paesos e Sousa. The Admiral in
turn undoubtedly made an excellent lmpresseion on the
local offielals.

During the evening I questioned the Admiral regard-
ing American participation in the Aznraa and particularly
on the island of Terceira. The Admiral's comments were
very frank and outspoken and were offered with a walver
that "I am just a sallor," "I shouldn't say thie." He
then went on to say that the British were able to obtain
concesslons in the Azores only because of their five-
hundred year old treaty with Portugal and that based on
thelr agreement with Portugal Air Vice Marshall Bromett,
Commanding Officer at Terceira, had established very gnnd
working agreement with the Portuguese officiels there,
Then, said the Admiral, American military personnel arrives;
thelr presence is not coverad by the agreement and the
Portuguese "are beginninf to wonder if Bromett ie not
double crossing them." ' 4
forth with a remarkable etatement. He aald
is puehing thie thing too hard. As far as operations in

the

ter this Admiral Burrﬂgggﬁﬁgﬂaﬁéndassmej

e
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the Azoree ie concerned the American Navy 18 not concerned
with winning this war but with poset war commercial alr line
operation. America has the air equipment to cover the

vorld and Britain feare an American reaction from isolation-
ism toward imperialiem.”

The Admiral offered the foregoing in & most pleasant
and unheated manner and I cannot bellieve that he would
have made such indiscreet remarks to an American officlal
without the full realization that I would report them.

His opinlon regarding American commercial aspirations
in the Azores is in line with the remarks that CGoodden,
the Britieh Maritime Delegate, made to me about two weeks
ago when he sald he belleved that Pan Amerlican Alrways
was pushing our Navy to take &n active part in the develop-
ment of air facilities in the Arores.

The Admiral closed his remarks by speaking very
highly of Captain Tomlinson, U.2.N., commanding American
forcee at Terceira and sald finally that as long as
President Aoosevelt and Churchill were heads of their
Government, nelither nation had anything to fear.

Admiral Burroughe also told me that he was reporting
his view of the Azorean situation to the British Admiralty.

Respectfully yours,

William E. Flournoy, Jr.
Foreign Service Officer of the United
States detalled as Maritime Delegate.

In duplicate to Dept.
CC-American Legation, Lisbon.
BOO

WEF/ca

R S e S SN .

Regraded Unclassified
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WASHINGTON
Psbruary 26, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR
ADMIRAL LEAHY

I rather expected that Admiral King
would answer as he did on February 24th
in regard to the use of small craft.

1 think nothing of the personnel !
m The sonnel required for one

ed craft ought not to exceed
rmmm;mumnwumt '
find hundred enlisted men, C.P.0."s
or Warrant Officer, scmething 1s wrong. )

In regard to the poor materlal
condition of the small boats involved,
I would say offhand that the condition
of these small craft, now in the Navy,
ought to be far better than the British
mﬂﬂ which operat4d at Dunkirk

-

The real crux is whether the
Bhi Board could take one boat on
eash merchant ship or transport with-
out displacing too much other deck load.

I should hate to be accused of
not doing all we can in case a lot of
drowning people are floating around in
the m]u

F. D. R.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN
Pebruary 24, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR
The President

The attached letter from Admiral King
regarding the possible use of American small craflt
in the OVERLORD attaclk, 1s forwarded for your in-
formation,

In conaslderation of the logistic problem
involved, the demand for additional personnel, and
the probable avallabllity of small ships in the
Channel at all times during the landing, I am in-
elined to agree with Admiral King that the probable
velue of small American boats for reascue purposes
doea not Justify the coat in perscnnel and in effort.

I will bring the matter to your attention
when we hanr from A.dmirnl Btu-k

Regraded Unclaésified .




UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
HAYY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

FF1/A4-3
s, 00827

SECRET 24 FE Lods

MEMORAIDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY,
Subject: Status of Small Craft.

14 With respect to your memorandum conveying the
suggestion that many of cur small boats, now belng decommissioned
on the East Coast, should be sent to United Kingdom for use as
rescue craft or other possible useful employment:

(a) There will be in the assault area over 500
major landing craft, over 2000 minor landing craft, and
200 British coasters, all more capable rescue craft than
any others we could send. In addition there are in United
Kingdom Waters s large number of small craft (such as were
used in the evacuation of Dunkirk) which presumably are as
good as the small craft which it is proposed to send from
the United States,

(b) The shipment of any considerables number of
boats to United Kingdom as deck carge at this time will
result in displacing tanks or other combatant material
normally shipped to the full capacity of deck cargo space,

(e) The laying up program was undertaken in part
to recover personnel for manning new shipe. Keeping the
acquired bosts in commission would defeat this purpose,

(d) Owing to the poor materiaml condition of the
small boets involved, a large maintenance force would be
required to keep them running, which would add to logistic
difficulties without commensurate return,

2. On the poesibility that Admiral Stark may see a
need for such craft over what the British can supply, I have
gueried him by despstech, Unless he advises me that there is an
urgent need for some of these craft, I recommend no further action,

Regraded Unclassified
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A }}l} a9 February 24, 1944.

l. GBSubsequeat to your departure, the following information relative to
the proposed trip South has come to light.

2. (s) As indicated in the sttached correspondence you spproved a
mmdthm-raflunlﬂmummmuhhhuﬂutmt
the POTOMAC should not proceed through weters inm which & 30° roll might be
expected without your expreseed approval.

(b) Bince 1941 there has been no apprecisble improvement in the
basic stability of the ship. Furthermore, it is possible that there may
have been some decrease along these lines. {Windiut-ﬁinlmmt
her rl.sh’ﬁumuan.'ﬂfutumu:n roll end sero righting
‘arm at 50

(e) 1Ia order to place blackout gear of latest approved design
aboard will require an additional weight above the waterline of approxi-
metely three tons. This would decrease her stability to a certain extent.

3+ In view of the above, and in view of the type of sea which csn be
expected st this time of the yeer elong the projected course, it is recom—
mended that the prospective plans for taking the POTOMAC south be csncelled.
In lisu thereof, one of the following, anc epperently sstisfactory plens,
ie recommended.

he {n]ﬂmiuwnmmm.humminmum-mdmm
occupled by the Commandent. It is understood that e very comfortable house
is occupied alone by the Csptain of the Yard (or compsrable officisl). He
could move out with no sppreciable dislocaticn of plens or arreagements. A
nearby guest house is available for other members of the party. These
quarters in the vicinity of the Commsndent's but in no way connected.
Complete privacy could resdily be arranged. Ceptain Perry, the Aide to
Secretary Knox, has sald that quarters sshore at this tize of the year would
be far cooler at night then compsrsble quarters on board ship due to the
radical overheating of steel ships during the daytime end the more sxposed
poeition, relative to breeses, of the quarters ashore.

(b) Take over the DAUNTLESS from the Commander in Chief, U.S.Fleet,
for the period in question. I have inspected the DAUNTLESS snd found her to be
well equipped for your comfort, &t leest insofar as living abosrd is concerned.

5s Pending a decision in the mstter, I have held in sbeyance the instal-
lation of approved blackout equipment in the POTOUMAC. Other work im connection
uumm'ammmum.mmumum
the trip except as to stability feature sentioned abave.

6. I will take no further steps toward detailed arrengements until word
to your decision has been received.
Very respectfully,  wILSON BROWN,

Regraded Unclassified
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February 5, 19LL
SFBRET

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESTDENT:
Sabject: Report on Alleged British Failure to Cooperate in
3 Lisbon-iAgores Alr Transpert.

€+ The British cooperation has been excellent and we
have had no troubile whatsoever in that respect.

d. This is apparently & rumor without foundation insofar
, @8 the Army AMr Forces is concerned,

H. H. ARNGLD
m’ﬂgh Ao

Commanding Oeneral, Army Alr Forces,

| i . o,

E R e T

g

Regraded Unclassified
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Regraded Unclassified



h:l; ~ THE WHITE HOUSE
.., WASHINGTON
CONFIDENT 1al

LONFIDENTIAL October 20, 1943.

hi \
United Stetea Fleet.

Bubjects Jepenese Hospltal Ships.

1. The Presiceat notes thst Lue
Japanero hive 20 ehips licted as hospital
ships. He has directed me to ask you
whether you think we elould continue to
agcept thie figure or whether we snould
take steps to limit the uumber of hospital
ships whose markinge we will respcct.

2, I think the President has in
mind the possibility ot an investigation
by Red Crosu or noutrals.

Wilson Brown,
KRear m' ﬂ.ﬁ.l..
Naval Aide to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET 13 December 1943
‘ STATUS OF DE'S
|
oA En mAtm DEoiAh oA bm
. In service 85 g8 46 49 8 8 139 145
In shakedown 27 27 19 19 0 0 46 46
Fitting out, already accepted 9 8 9 4] 0 0 18 17
Fitting Out, Not yet accepted =5t e (5 i+ =& o o -
Total commissioned 123 124 75 79 8 8 206 211
CO R /4
¥. B. HAIL,
Di:dt:ihaultim: * |t feof 3
% b 2%
e . Nmms Mo (it o Dusihnt
" De
P ey § thint e Brsaddoit, i ke Whbedhd 3
Op=-23 (Capt. Austin) -~
SecNav (LtCdr, Gardner) g {

- Regraded Unclassified




In service

In shakedown

Fitting out, already accepted

Fitting out, not yet accepted
Total commissioned

36 38 8 8 95

.‘-5’ 34 9 9 0 0 44

y I 4 5 0 ] 11

s G ke e L ISy

94 102 53 55 8 8 155
Lo (D Hagp
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CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL

6 September 1943,

ESIATUS OF DE's
A e TR AT
. In service 21 21 23 24 7 7 51 52
In shakedown 19 24 11 11 1 1 31 36
Fitting out, already accepted 11 14 2 3 0 0 13 17
Fitting out, not yet accepted _1  _1 o s o o R
Total Commissioned 52 60 37 39 8 8 97 107

o
I
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UNITED STATES FLEET |, o
HEADGUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF [ !
/AL NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. €. ?:::';5* ‘
serial: 001825
SECRET 3 1 AUG 1943
VEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
1, I have been making arrangements for the special

combined convey which you and the Prime Minister desire te despatch
about October 20,

24 So far as the U,3. Mavy is concerned the convoy presents
ne difficulties.

3. Since my return frem Quebec there hss been no British
officer in Washington whe knows amything sbout the matter and I doubt
thet the Admiralty will be able to give it consideratien until the
First Sea Lord returns te Londen, Admiral Noble will return in & few
days and implementation will be tzken up with him 2s scen as he gets
hers

k. I shall keep yeu informed of the pregress of arrangements.
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COMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

FFL/ALh-1
SECHET 814
MEMORAUN POR THE PRESIDENT:

1. I have been making for the special
“ﬂﬂ and the Prims Minister desire te despatch
abeut Octeber 20, - »

o i, Se far as the U.5. Mavy is cencerned the convey presents

3. Simee my retura frem Quebes there has beea ne British
effiser in Washingten -mmmm-uxm

E. J. KING.

fa'n
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3 Fﬁ/ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
S EC’ri E‘.": .;.":vu.bur aby Lyiide

MEMORANUM FOR
THE COMMAMNLER IK CHIEF, 0.5, FLEET,

The President has directed bthat I gel from
the Department the present location and use of all
patrol craft of the 7ollowing types which have been
delivered to the Favy since Jamuary 1, 19414

8C - 110 feet

8C ~ 173 foet

8C - 183 fest (type dellvered to
[uteh and Ho

PC - Li66 to LT

PT = 21 to 149,

Very respectfully,

John L. MeCrea,

hptdn, ui"lhﬁ"
Haval Alde to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER [N CHIEF

1047

OCT 8

HAVY DEFARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

001170

SECRET

p¥ 3 uﬂ- "
w ik i mm
m“m_ wummm~n :
:
;

i iy
th b & m
:m. m g

ol S

-hn

For:

E. J. EING

Regraded Unclassified



WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

-Tul:r 3, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: North Atlantic Adr Ferry Route.

The expansion of the present North Atlantie
Air Ferry Route to include additionsl airdromes in the
Hudson Bay, Baffin Island, and Labrador areas will
materislly contribute to the facilities slong this
generzl route for rapidly placing military aireraft in
the Furopean Theater.

By reducing the time during which asircraft
are in transit, this air route will in fact increase
the fighting strength of our plarned operations in that
theater.

I strongly recommend that this project be
pushed as wigorously as possible within the limitetions
imposed by shipping and construetlon materiel.

The Board in taking this action merely
implemented the recommendations of the War Department.

SECRET | e ¢




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

4 Februery 1944

MEMORANIUM FOR AIMIRAL BROWN:

The attached letter from General Marshall to the
President of 3 July 1942 has been returned by the War
Department to Mr. Fred Shipman by reason of the
recent White House request for the return of all docu-
ments initialled by The President.

In my conversations with you on the subject of
storing such returned papers you indicated you would
be willing to have secret papers placed with your
files provided the quantity was not too great and I
so informed Ur. Shipman.

Ur. Shipman therefore forwards the attached
paper and requests that it be kept with your files.

This is the first document of & secret classi-
fication returned by either the War or Navy Depart-
ments and Mr, Shipman does not expect many others.

Very respectfully,

oy U

Georgy M. Elsey
Lieuténant, USNE
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