BOX 163. NAVAL ATDE's FILES A7-1 to AL4

1. A7-1 PUBLICITY, PROPAGANDA, PRESS RELEASES, CORRESPONDENTS, eto.:
May 11, 1942 - October 24, 1944. |

2. A8-2 INTELLIGENCE - MILITARY INFORMATION OTHER THAN OWN: December 16,
1941 - March 6, 1945.

3. Second Report of Commander in Chief United States Fleet and Gyief of

Naval Operations on the Progress of the War: March 19, 1945.
4. Al4 INTERNATTIONAL AGREEMENTS: November 19, 1942 - April 25, 1945.

Regraded Unclassified
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MEMORANDUM POR MR. AUPEING:

I bave mot yet thought of aay setion reports that might be
inaluded im a spesch other than what George Elsey can eontribute
from the Borsandy beschhead; but I suggest the following &s of
possible values

(a) The German war lords made the same decluive strategie
mistake in the late 30's thet they made in 1914 by completaly
undersstiseting the war-making pewer of the United Btates.

{b) I think the record will show that ditler repeatedly
gaid thers sSsenot enough shipe in the world to carry sn effective
army from Gersany to the iAmsricas or vice versaj that he jesored
at our first air and shipbuilding program as fantsstic propaganda

not evem bother to reply to notes from the Preai-
demt wrging him to maintain the peace.

(e) In faet we have scoomplished infinitely more in three
years than any othber mstion in the world by not omly expsnding
gur oma air, army and navy many times but providing our allies
with the necessities of war. Many ressons may be savanced as
to the causes that bave eoabled us to carry out this tremendous
accomplishment but we must recogaiser (1) that our system of
gemeral education makes it possible for the mass of cur people
to leara the arts of war sad of production more quickly than the
people of any other countryj (2) that the stromg religious in-
flussbs throughout our history has gives our fighters and our
rﬂ‘llnlm-r‘-:ulin}muhiuuuurmhlrm.}ud
3), that the influence of our trodition desands individual
gourage, a strong o vé B t and a couragecus i tive
.fmhmmmuaudpduumﬂimmmw
Our erities do mot fail to try to atiach blame for anything that goes

I think Stalin bas gone oo record &s describiog our productive
capssity as the decisive eleaeni of the war. According to Major
Bosttiger, Marshal Stalin commented as follows lsst yesr at Teheran:
*] want to tell yow, from the Bussian point of wiew, what the Presi-
deat and the United Gtates have done to win the wer. The most

in this war are machines. The United Stutes has
proved turn out [roa 8,000 to 10,000 airplanes a month.
Eagland turns out 3,000 to 3,500, which are principally bombers.
Fussis cam omly turn out, at most, 3,000 airplanes & month. The
tes, therefors, is a country of machines. Without the
use of those machines, through Lend-Lesse, we would lose this var.”
This latter guotation should not, of course, be used without the

President's sathority.
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RILEOE BROWE,

They surely should not be too stingy to

glve gredit where oredit is duse.

wroag.
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ASSached, & msmorandwm approved by the Sesretary
relating te a proposed statement by you on freedem of
infermation. Mr. Full has approved 1%, and suggeats
that 1% be send over to you immodiately.

The timing is of some imporsances 1t might appro-
priately be timed with the announcement of the draft
of any agreement reashed at Dumbarten Oaks.

Alsernatively, & join$ deslaration by yourself
and Churehill might be svem bather:

Adeolf A. Berle, Jr.

Enslosure)

Nemorsndum % the Ssarstary
athashing preposed statement.



Beptember 8, 1944

8 ~ Nr. Sesvetarys

The PMoliey Committes this moraing had before 1t
the question of mstion loecking towards internatiomal
errangamaut s Il;illlll fresdom of informmtion whiesh
was raised, as you will resall, by the American Sesisty
#mlﬂhﬁ,ﬂnuﬂilhd Presa, and a son~
siderable mmber of other interestesd partics. In this
conneetion, 1% further emmsidered the situation raised
by She intredustion, by Congressmsn Falbright, of a
reselutisn alsmg this line reported in this momming's
New York Timss snd in respest of which ve are advised
a sonsiderable publicity sampaign may fellow,

The Peliey Cemmittes considered the report of am
informal group whish had beem constituted in the Depart-
memt to study the matter, and wnanimously voted to reeom-
mead to you that the Departmsnt ask the President to make
the attashed statememt.

A. A. B., JIr,
t1

Freposed Statemsmt om
fresdom cf Infermatiom.

A-BiAABaLIL
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Te achieve this end, I believe:

That all nations should admit to the terri-
tories under thelr eontrol, on an equal and
unrestricted basis, bona fide representatives

of the zod press and informatirm agencies
of other nationa in disseminating informa-
tidem to the e their own countries, and
should permi information gathered by them as to

events, metivities, and conditions, to be trans-
mitted to points outaide sush territories withe
out hindrence or diserimination; gng

That each nation should permit the reception :
in and transmission through territoriss undsr L
its eentrel of information so gathered in other
countries. ?

¥

=

1

1 This matter has been actively under consideratioen
beth zn- and in the Department of State. I earnestly
hope tinthﬂﬂnurfnhnthu.ﬂhlpﬁnupln
:11" pressnted to the United Nations for appropriate

en,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

September 8, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESILENT

oposed Statement on Free o p 1

Attached, & memorandum approved by the Secretary
relating to & proposed statement by you on freedom of
information. Mr. Hull has approved it, and suggests
that it be sent over to you lmmediately.

The timing 18 of some lmportance: 1t might appro-
priately be timed with the announcement of the draft
of any agreement reached at Dumbarton Oaks,.

Alternatively, & joint declaration by yourself
and Churchill might be even better.

Qe
Adelf A. Perls, Jr,

Enclosuret

Memorandum to the Secretary
attaching proposed statement.

n— e e — S ——Regraﬂedxl_}_ngl_‘asslﬂed
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

September 8, 1944

8 - Mr. Secretarys

The Policy Committee this morning had before it
the question of action loocking towards international
arrangements assisting freedom of information which
was ralsed, as you will recall, by the American Soclety
of Newspaper Editora, the Assoclated Press, and a con-
aiderable nmumber of other interested parties. In this
connection, 1t further considered the situation ralsed
by the introduction, by Congressman Fulbright, of a
resolution along this line reported in this morning's
New York Times and in respect of which we are advised
& conslderable publicity ceampalzn may follows

The Folicy Committee considered the report of an
informal group which had been constituted in the Depart-
ment to study the matter, and unanimously voted to recom=
mend to you that the Department ask the Preslident to make
the attached statement.

A s By P

Accompaniment

Proposed Statement on
Freedom of Information.

o & -
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hm!!d gggtmt on Freedom of Tnformation

I have always been convinced that an enlightened
public opinion based om full and free information 1s
indispensable to the maintenance of peace and to
friendly understanding among the pecples of the world.

To achleve this end, I believe:

That all nations should admit to the terri-
torles under thelr econtrol, on an equal and
unrestricted basis, bona fide representatives
of the recognized press and information agencles
of other nations engaged in disseminating informa-
tion to the publle in their omn countrles, and
should permit Informetion gathered by them as to
events, activities, and condltions, to be trans-
mitted to points outside such territorles with-
out hindrance or discrimination; and

That each nation should permit the reception
in and transmission through territories under
its control of information so gathered iIn other
countries.

This matter has been actively under consideration
both me and in the Department of State. I earnestly
hope t in the very near future these vital principles

may be presented to the United Natlons for aporopriate
actlion,

Regraded Unclassified
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WILEON BROWN .

Regraded Unclassified
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THE WHITE HOUSE,
WASHINGTON

June 5, 1944.

NEMCRANDUM POR4
THE GECRETARY OF WAR
THE SECRETARY OF Tilk MavY

Bubjects News Heleases Affeoting all of the jrmed Zorviees,.

Fo L ke
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ﬁ‘ﬁgy 4 THE WHITE HOUSE | .

WASHINGTON

;m 13" 1-'3“-

MFEORASDUM PORs
THY PRESIDENT.

It ocourred to me thet you might
poseibiy Like to pive to Lhe pross ohe
following eosments Crom Marsiel Stelin
to Aslassador Harrimins

*The history of wir has never

witnessed such & grurddépse oporatica. Am
wﬁﬂm Hupluun himpels had never even

attenpted.”
Very respectiully,

WILEOK bRowM.

s T— e i

Regraded Unclassified
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/ THE WHITE HOUSE ES i

ﬁq WASHINGTON

Feoruary 18, 194k.

MEMORANDUM FORa

Director of Public Relaticas,
Navy Department.

Bubjecti Proposed Release 0L U.5.8. LAFAYETTE.

1. The subject proposed relsasse, & copy
of which is attached, bas besn subtmitted to
the President and he dirscts that "No statement

of kind® be made on this subject until
m-ﬁ% advice {rom the White House.

2. Acknowledgment of this directive is
requested.

Respectfully,

Chestear Ce 'ml
Captain, U.B.Havy,
Apsistant Navel Alde to the President.

Regraded Unclassified



NAVY DEPARTMENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS -ﬂwﬂﬂ z_ln ﬂmﬁ
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. J
17 Pebruary 1944

MEMORANDUM for Captain C, C. Wood, U,S.N,

forwarded for consideration, Unless the White ouss
has objection, the Navy Department would like t.g

m'QZ D

G. W. CAMPBELL
Commander, U, 3. Navy

Regradedidaclassified
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P'?-ESS SECTION . #

Written By ‘_“ 0. K. for Release
Date o Date of Release
Source &

Cleared By

Decision has been reached as a result of surveys made since the

ship was raised, not to convert the USS LAFAYETIE (formerly the French

Liner 55 NORMANDIE) for War service.

It has been concluded that the length of time, the manpower,

and the financial outlay required to refit the LAFAYETTE for Naval service

do not justify the project. The same elements devoted to other construcilon

will produce tommage that can be brought into more affective use in the war.

The LAFAYETTE, now docked at the Todd Shipyard Corporation, Brooklyn plant,

consequently will remain in her present status until final disposition is

made of her after the war,

The 79,280-ton vessel burned in the North River, New York City,

on February 9, 1942, and capsized early the next morning. It was necessary

to refloat and remove the huge wvessel, & job requiring many months in

order to reclaim the use of valuable pier space needed for war shipping

purposes., In connection with these operations a Salvage School was

organized by the Navy at the New York pier where the big ship lay.

A

large number of salvage engineers and divers, both in and out of the Naval

service, have received truining there which enabled them subsequently to

perform invaluable services in the clearing of occupled enemy harbors in

North Africa, Sicily and Italy,

Regraded Unclassified




NAVY DEPARTMENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. DOH (41002)

18 FEB 1944

MEMORANDUM for Captain Chester C. Wood, U.3.K.
Assistant Maval Aide to the President

I, Your memorandum concerning the USS LaFAYEITE
has been received. This office will comply with the
directive that no statement on this subject be made
without further advice from yope office.

T -
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WASHINGTON

hbnur u, J,m,
MEMORANDUM FOR:
Director of Public Relations
Navy Departaent. .

The attached proposed releases are
returned, inviting attention A
I' to kr. Early's

Respectfully,

Chester C. .M.
Captain, U.8.Navy,
Assistant Nawal Aide to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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THE WHITE HOUSE -
WASHINGTON
F‘u‘m l-?’ 19‘41

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN CHESTER C. WOOD,
Haval Adde's Office.

Dear Captain:

I return herewith the proposed releases
for Wednesday and Thursday of next week.

I have only one suggestion to make in
connection with these releases. And that is that
the releases be given to the Office of War
Information. My purpose in meking this suggest-
ion is to get the stories to the Negro newspapers
of the country. They will be particularly inter-
ested.

The O0ffice of War Information has &
section specifically charged with the duty of
caring for news anncuncemesnts of & special
interest to the Megro Press.

STEPHEN EARLY,
Secretary to the President.

Regraded Unclassified “
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PEESS AND RADIO FEBRUAHY . 1944,
HEGRD CHEWS TO MAM TWO ANTI-SUBMAEINE VESSELS.

T™wo nev U. 5. Naval anti-submarine vessels will ba manned predominantly
by Hegro crews.

The USS MASON, a destroyer escort under construction at the U. 5. Navy
Tard, Boston, Massachussetts, initially will have an enlisted crew of 160 Negroes
and 44 whites. The white ratings will be limited to billets recuiring special-
ized traiming or experisnce mnot yet had by Negroes. It ls anticipated that as
soon as Negroes gualify, they will replace the white enlisted members so that
the entire crew eventually will be Negroes. The USS. MASON will be commis-ioned
within the next few weeks.

The USS PO 1264, bullding at the Consolidated Shipbuilding Corporatiom,
Morris Helghte, New Tork, will have an initial crew of 52 Negroes and nine
whites. I% is anticipated that this vessel, which 1a scheduled for
commissioning late in March, also will be manned eventually by an all Negro
orew.

As 18 customary for all U. S. Naval personnel assigned %o this type of
duty, all members of the orews assigned to these two vessels will receive
spscinlized tralming. The crew of the USS MASON already has reported to the
Destroyer Escort Bchool at the Navel Operating Base, Norfolk, Virglnia, sad the
graw of the USS PO 1264 soon will be assigned to the Submarine Chaser Training
Center, Miami, Florida.




FAVY DEPARTMENT

INVEDIATR EELRASE

PRESS AND RADIO FEBRUARY  , 1944
SELECTION OF NEGRO CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONING IN NAVAL RESERVE

A% a result of plans which have bren under development bty the Nary
Department for several months, selectionm of Negro candidates for commissioning
as officers in the U, 5. Naval Heserve is mow belng made to £1ll approximately
22 avallable btillets.

Twelve qualified enlisted men will be selscted ags line officers, with
the rank of Ensign.

Ten professionally qualified Negroes will be comsissioned as staff
officers, with the rank of Ensign or Lisutemant (junior grade), depending wpem
the ages nnd professional qualifications of the men commiseioned. It im antici-
pvated that these staff officers will be appointed from civilien life. Two of ficers
will be selected for sach of the following Naval staff duties: Chaplainm Corps,
Dental Corps, Medical Corps, Civil Engineering Corpe, and Suooly Corps.

The Negro enlisted men commissloned as line officers will be glven a
special training course of from three to six months duration at the U. 5. Navsl

Training Station, Great Lakes, Illimoin. Upon completion of this course, the
officers will be assigned to duty initially at the U. 5. Naval Training School,
Hsmpton Institute, Hmnton, Virginia, and the U. 3. Naval Tredning Stationm,
Great Lakes, Illinois,.

The staff officers aleso will be &lven a short indoctrination course at the
U. 8. Naval Tralning Station, Ore-t Lekes, Illinois, and afterwards annigned
initially to the U. 5. Naval Training School, Hmpton, Virginia, or the U, §.
Faval Training Station, Oreat Lakes, Illinois,

Ll Ll 1]}
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 16, 1944.

MEMORANDUM FORy
Hr. ml’t

Fnclosed harowith sre two proposed
releages for Wednesdwy snd Thursday of next
waalk,

Thay were given to me 1o be transuitted
to you for information snd such cosaeut, prior
to release, sa you may care Lo make.

Hespectfully,

Cde8T:R C. WOOD,

Regraded Unclassified




NAVY DEPARTMENT

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY = -
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

MEMOHANDUM for Captain C. C. Wood, U.S.N.

It is proposed to distribute advanoce
coples of the attached releases to the Negro press,
for inclusion in their weekly editions which are
circulated on Wednesday and Thursday of next week,
Oeneral relsase of the stories then will be made
at Noon on Wednesday, 23 !-bruug-

fLa N3
ﬂ. ‘l.
Commander, U.5.X.

Regraded Unclassified
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Fabruary 17, l944.

MINOFANDUM FOR:
The President.

The following suggestied topie for a prese conflereance is respectlully
submitteds

As the official reports of the recent Marshell Ielends
operations come in, several pertinent conclusions become
obvious to us and, 1 trust, painful to the Jupenese.

First, the personnel of the Aray, the Havy end the
Marine Corps have learned to work io the closest harsony
and with the greatest coopsrsiiom, mot oaly im the higher
comzand but in all echelons.

Geeond, the same spirit of harsmony preveils s&¢ rejsrds
the various types of weapons used. The operatiocns of the
ghore based airoraft mesh closely with those of the csrrier
planes; bombardment by surfsce creft is coordinsted closely
with that of airoraftj the destroyers fulfill their tisk in
soreening the larger surface forces sod yet contribute their

to shore bombardmentj the trensports, the amphiblous
eraft and the troops they carry sove forward as the finmal
and deveastating spearhead of the attack.

Third, the nstion's output of aircraft sprears to be
puch that in #t least certain sectioms of the enemy's territory
we may be able to expect not only superiority but complets
mastery of the air.

Fourth, that because of cereful plenning end sound execution
we were able to move the largest armsds of ell hictory into the
very heart of the Harshall l:slands group sad cepture our objeetives

sithout the loss of & ainile ablps

This operstion is but ome of a line thet stretches fer into
the future and scross many milss of soemy-held territory. The
going will not alweys be &5 essy or as cheap in lives, chipe
and planes, but the going will eventuslly take us to Tokyo itself.

Very respectfully,

CHESTER C. WOODe

—— ——



Y
Fobruary 17, 1944. HF:‘

HESORANDUN FORe

The following suggested topie for & press conference is respectiully
submitteds

Fe are all beginning to realise under whst serious dissdventeges
the Japanese ars now lsboring because of the continulag heavy
losses in their merchant msrine. These losses have been imposed
moptly by our submsarines, but in eddition the eir forces of both
the lroy and the Nevy heve eloo teken an cxtresely heavy toll.

It has become evident for sone time that the Jupacese ere

attempting to fill their acute shortage lo shipplog by building
& lerge nunber of wotor barges which are used to dictribute

" supplies :nd men in the more sdvenced battle fronts, particularly
in the South Fagcific. The bettle ageinst these burges hes become
one of the most spectaculsar and exciting pheses of the war, '
Figures indlcste thet well over a thoussnd Lerges hsve been
destroyed since the beginning of the war sad seversl hundred
more have been probably destroyed and damsged, With crews of
from 10 to 20 end with troop loads es bigh es 200 to 300, it
can be seen that the persconel losses heve been severs, even
by Japanese etandards.

In these operations our sircraft and PT bouts have played
the major role on our side. The PT bosts are becoming more
and more effective as their numbers inercese and ss their daring
and ingenious tactice are developed.

As we go further into Jepsnese territory, snc the hurried
portetion of Jepenese troope and supplies behind and close
our lines becoues more necessary, this phase of the war will
inereasingly important {rom our asgle and sore demaging to
enesy.

441

Very respectfully,

CHESTER C. W0OD.



CoMiNcH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

NAYY DEPARTMENT. WASHINGTON, D. C
February 16, 1944

Memorandum for the Fresideat.
Tia: Eaval Alde.
Subject: Fadie and Press Predictions of Paclific Operations.

Refersmce: (a) Presideat's Memorandum re subject dated February 15th.
(1) Memorsadum frem the Joint Chiefs of Staff to Fresidest.

1. Refersnce (b) comeeras itself with gecurity matters vhich
will be presented te you by Admiral Leahy. It includes measures
(which the Joimt Chiefs of Staff proposs for your consideration)
which are pertimsant to the situation dsalt with in your memorandus
(referenes (a)).

[
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Commander in Chief, U, 8. Fleet,

Bubject: Radio and Press Predictions of
Pacifio Operations,

1, It has been brought to my attentiom
that the Columbia Broadcasting Company at
2400 a,m, this morning announced the heavy
bombing of ENINETOE and prediocted an early
landing and cocupation thers,

2, I would be intarested to kmow how
you and Admiral Nimits view such conjecturs
by radio announcers who have grester opportunity
to form an opinion by observation and conver-
sation than has the enemy.

B, Do you think any action ahould be
taken by me or by Mimitz to govern for the
future? '

,-““.fr| D' l"l

F. D. R.

SECRET
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

ECRET
16 February 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT:
Subject: Safeguarding Military Information

The British Chiefs of Staff have brought to ouwr atten-
tion their serious concern and that of the Commander of the
European Theater of Operations cover comment in the press
and on the radio by prominent persons with respect to pro-
jected military operations. This concern is shared by us.

From & study of such material, it i1s apparent that
there 1s serious danger of compromising the security of
mrojected military operations which concelvably could re-
sult in unnecessary loss of lives and jeopardy to the oper-
ations themselves, We have already discussed this matter
from the viewpolnt of censorship with Mr. Byron Price of
the Office of Censorship who is taldng such action as lies
within his power to prevent disclosures of classified in-
formetion.

Therefore, it 1s requested that you ilssue to all heads
of govermment departments a request for them and their sub-
ordinates to refrain from any speculation or discussion,
elther privately or for publication regarding secret weapons
or equipment, current operations or plans, movement of
troops and ships, prior to anncuncement by the proper mili-
tary or naval or higher asuthority, and high level inter-
lﬁ.a.tinnnl conferences prior to announcement by the White

ouse,

For the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff:

W Jidu KTt
AM D. LEAHY,
Admiral, U.S, Navy,

Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.




9

18 February 1944

RESTRICTED

My dear H

The Joint Chiefs of Staff and our military ccmmanders in the
field have expressed their serious concern over ccmment in the
press and on the radio by prominent persons in this ocountry with
respect to projected military operations. This concern is shared

by me.

From a study of such material, it is apparemt that there ia
serious danger of compromising the security of projected military
operations which conceivably could result in unnecessary loss of
lives and jeopardy to the operations themsslves. The Office of
Censorship is taking such action as lies within ite power to pre-
vent disclosures of olassified information inm the press and on
the radio. 4

Will you please see that your particular department and its
various buresus and divisions issue instructions to their personnel
to refrain from any speculation or discussion, either priwvately
or for publiocatiom, regarding secret weapons or equipment, current
end future militery operaticms or plans snd the movements of trocps
and ships, prior to announcement by the proper military or nawval
or higher euthority; end, in cases of high level internatiomal
gonferences, prior to suthoriszation being secured from the Executive
0ffice of the President.

1 am sending an identical letter to the responsible head of

each Department and Agency of the Federal Government which may be
concerned in this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

/8/ FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

W‘m“m_m — g — :—'\m:ac:c_.:nr‘!aSSIHed




DISTRIBUTION
The I-I'm.. Honereble Eﬂb.ﬁ E. "‘h;
The Beeretary of GState. doting Chairman,
Board of Investigation and Research =
The Homorable, Trapsportation,
The Beeretary of the Treasmry. Washington, D. C.
The Homorable, Honorable Marriner 5. Eeoclesm,
the Searetary of War. Chairman,
Board of Governors of the Federal
The Homorable, Reserve Eystem,
The Attorney General. Washington, D. C.
The Homoreble, Honorable L. Welch Pogue,
The Portmaster General. Chairman,
Civil Asronautics Board,
The Honorable, Washington, De C.

The Becretary of the Navy.
Honorsble Lindsay C. Werrem,

The Homorable, Comptroller General of the
The Beoretary of the Interier. United States,
\ Washingtem, D. C.
The Homorable,
The Bseretary of Agriculturs, Brigadier Geperal Willlem J. Donovan,
; Director of the Office of Strategic
The Honorable, Services,
The Secretary of Commerce. Nashington, D. C.
The Hemorable, Henorable Byron Price,
The Secretary of Laber. Mrector of Censorship,

Washlpgton, D. C.
Honeorable Paul ¥. MeRutt,

Admini strator, Honorable James L. Fly,
Federal Beourity Agenecy, Chairman,
Washingten, D. Co Federal Comsunicaticons Commission,

'l..h’.-“m. Dy Cs
Major Gemersl Philip B. Fleming,

Administrater, Homorable Robert E, Freer
Federal Works Agenoy, Chairman,
Washington, D. C. Federal Trade Commission,

Washington, Ds C.
Honorable Marvin Jomes, i

War Food Administrater, 14/ 44/ PRERS S A o
Washingtan, D. C.

/Rt A 1
Hotiorsbls Norman H. Davis, W
Chairman,
Ameriomn National Red Cross, Vice Admiral Alfred W. Johmsonm,
Washimgten, Ds C. Chairmen, United States Members,

Joint Mexican=United States Delenme
Commission,

Washington, D. C.
.

Kearaaeqa unclass
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Honorable Frank B, Jewett,
Prealident,

Fational Academy of Sciences,
mw. D.' C.

I:r. Jtr— C.+ Hunsaker,
Chairman,
hﬁ-.d Advisory Commlittee for

Henorable Harry A. Millis,
Chairman

»
National Labor Relationa Board,
Wash mgton, D. C.

Honorable Chester Bowles,
Administratir,

Offiece of Price Administration,
Washington, D. C.

Honmomble Florello H. LaGuardia,
Chairman, United States Section,
Permanent Joint Board on Defense -
y United States and Canada,
o/o Mr. John Hicksrsen,

State Department,

Washington, D. C,

Homorable Joseph E. Davies,
Chairman, The President's

War Relief Control Eocard,
Washingten, D. C.

Brigadier General Frank T, Hines,
Admini strator of Veterans' Affairs,
Washington, D. C.

Major General Lewis B, Hershey,
Director of Seleotive Service,
Washingtan, D. C.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dr. Richard R. Browm,

Directer,

DMvislon of Central Administrative
Services,

Office for Emergency Management,

Washinghon, D. C.

s

Honorable James Lawrence Fly,
Chairman,

Board of War Communicaticns,
'll.ihlnghn. D. C.

Honorable Nelson A. Rookefeller,

I:w:linlttl'.

Offiece of the Coordinator of
Inter=American Affairs,

Washington, D. C.

Honoreble Willism H. Davis,
Chairman,

National War Labor Eoard,
“Ilhil!m. D- c-

Homorable Doneld M. Helson,
Chairman,

War Production Board,
Washington, D. C.

Ir. Vannevar h'h;

Director,

Office of Soientific Fesearch and
Development,

Weashington, D. C.

Honorable Joseph B. Emstman,
Directer,

0ffice of Defense Transportation
Washdngton, D. C.

Hear Admiral Emory 8. Land,
Administratoer,

War Shipping Administratiom,
Washingpton, D. C.

Honorable Lec T. Crowley,

Adlien Property Custodian,

Office of Alien Property Custodiam,
Washington, D. C.

Honoreble Paul V. MoNutt,
Cheirman,

War Manpower Commiesion,
Washington, D. C.
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Honorable Elmer Duvis,
Director,

Office of War Information,
Washingtam , D. C.

Honoreble Fred M. Vinsom,
Director,

Office of Eooncmio Stabilizetion,
Washington, D. C.

Honoreble Jesmes F. Byrnes,
Director,

Office of War Mobilizatien,
Washingtan, D. Ce

Honorsble Harold D. Smith,
Direotor,

Bureau of the Budget,
Washington, D. C.

Homorable John B. Martin,
Aoting Direestor,

office of Civilian Defense,
'lllhlttm. D. C.
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THE COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

10 September 1943

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER:

Subject: Propaganda Committees to Handle
Emergency Situations.

Reference: C.C.23., 310/3 (copy attached).

We have made & further examlnation of the question
raised by us with you in our memorandum of 8th September 1943,
and would like to meke clear two points in connection with it.

In the first place, our proposal was in no way
intended to cover the arrangements that will be necessary for
the general direction of propaganda. This must, of course, be
a matter for the two Governments. We were merely trying to
set up & machinery for giving decisions in emergency, machinery
which recent experience has shown to be most necessary.

Secondly, the inclusion of representatives of
0.W.I, and the British P.W.E. has already been arranged.

We would be grateful, therefore, if approval could

be given for thls emergency procedure to be set up, at least
provisionally. It would meet & real military need.

For the Combined Chiefs of Staff:

U
Jd. . WILLIAM D, LEAHY,
d Marshal, Admiral, U.S. Navy,
Head the British Joint Staff Chiaf of Staff to the

Mission in Washington. Commander in Chief of
the Army and Navy.

SECRET
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2) ccs 3101

3) ccs 310/2

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

FROPAGANDA COMMITTEE
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U, S, SECRET coPY No. 53I
BRITISH MOST SECRET ———

C.C.8. 310{3
8 September 1943

(LIMITED DISTRIBUTION)

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

FROFAGANDA COMMITTEE

Note by the Secretaries

The following note was received from the President by
Admiral Leahy:

""HE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 7, 1943
MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY:
In regard to the Combined Staff proposals concerning

need of closer coordination of propaganda policy as between
Washington, lLondon and the various theatres of war, I have

talked this over with the Prime Minlster.

Both of us would like to have further examination of
this plen.

It creates three new authorities. It creates a

central suthority of only four, omitting OWI and the British
PWE.

Personally, I wonder if it is necessary or whether
it could be handled for avwhile under less machinery, using

preferebly a more informal method.

/s8/ P.D.R."

H. REIMAN,
J. R. DEANE, Regraded Unclassified

Combined Secretariat.
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MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT
FROM ROBERT E. SHERWOOD.

There has been considerable discussion of the confusion
and inconsistencies which have existed lately as a result of
inadequate policy control over propaganda emanating from Algiers,
Lendon and the United States since the fall of Mussolini.

The danger is that our enemies do not fail to notlce these
differences. They conclude that the threatening talk broaccast by
North African stations under General Eisenhower's control is mere
bluff, unsupported by Washington.

As other theatres of war become opened and further propa-
ganda antivities develop this confusion can become worse confounded.

As a remedy, it is suggested that a six man policy board be
formed, either in Washington or Lendon, to consist of two representa-
tives of the Combined chiefs of 'staff, (onme British and one American),
a representative of the State Department, a representative of the
Forelgn 0ffice, & representative of the 0ffice of War Information
Overseas Qperations and & representative of the British Political
Warfare Executive.

I have discussed this with Elmer Davis and with David
Bowes-Lyon, head of the Eritish Political Warfare lission in

Washington. Both concur.

¥
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 16, 1943.
HEMORANDUM FOR

ALMINAL BHOWN:

I want to take this up with
the Prime dinister. It is a new

subject.

F.D.R.

Regraded Unclassified



August 11, 1943.

MEMORANDUM TO: Elmer Davis
FROM: Hobert Sherwood.

There has lately been much confusion and some
complaint (particularly in London) because of the
lack of coordination of propaganda policy as between
Alglers, London and Washington.

This has reached such a state of disorganization
that, at one time, OWI, Washington, was following an
Alglers directive on policy toward the Badoglio Govern-
ment, PWE, London, wag deliberately disregarding this
directive, and Algiers itself was attaching Badoglio
(by name) as a Ybetrayer" inm violation of its own

directive.

The enemy, listening to this confusion and con-
tradiection, could only cpnclude that there was dissen-
sion between Allles and even between General Eisenhower
and the U. 8. high command in Washington.

When other tlnﬂ;fnf war are opened, this con-
fusion may well be werse confounded.

The solution, as I see it, is a central propa-
51:1-““ policy cmittu, attached to the Comblned

fs of Staff. This could contaln representatives
of the Combined Chiefs, the State Departmeat, the
Forelign Office, OWI mé PWE. It could have power to
enforce the pnhny, as approved by the President and
Prime Minister, in all “-bﬂ.m.a

I have discussed this with David Bowes-Lyon,
head of the PWE Mission in Washington, and he concurs.

-
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Ar' AvusTraLianw LEcaTionN,
/ '*. WaswHinegToN, D. C.

17¢h September, 1942.

Dear Captain McCrea,

You will recall that at the meeting of the Pacific War Council
held on 2nd September, the President referred to reports aseribed to
the London Star's correspondent in Australia about the number of Japanese
ships sunk in the Soclomons area. I have enguired about the transmission
of this news frem Australia and I am now informed that the records in
Australia show that there is no outgoing cable message which could be
responeible for the press report. The Government slso informed me that
there is no London Star correspondent accredited to General Headguarters
in Australia and that there is no correspondent who acts as a contributor
to the London Star. Accordingly, it was thought that the report did not
come from Australia.

The suggestion is made in the message to me from Australia that
perhaps the story originated from New Zealand, or some other Pacific
base ocutside Australia. There was a reference in a report from NHew
Zealand to fifteen damaged Japanese ships and the pessibility is sugpested
of & mutilation of this message glving rise to the report to whieh the
President referred.

It is not a matter about which it is worth troubling the
Fresident personally but I should be glad if you would bring this infor-
mation to the notice of whatever authority is appropriate;for I assume
that the matter was brought to the President's attention offieially.

I may add that I referred in my commmication to Australls to tightening
up the ecensorship. ﬂ

Yours sincerely,

% S ?

Captain J.L. McCrea,
Haval Aide to the President,

White House, .

. B B

Washington, D.C.
Regraded Unclassified ”
|
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

May 15, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The attached radiogram relative to the release
of publicity im Australis has just been received from Gen-
eral MacArthur. Our Bumber 31 to which he refers in his
last sentence is the radiogram which you sent to him on
May 6th and specifieally I believe he refers to the fol-
lowing paragraph of that radiogram:

"The only difficulty I am having here is a
good deal of loose newspaper talk coming out of
Australia and I suggest you do &ll possible to
get a censorship on all outgoing messages from
Australie and possibly New Zealand."

e

X This message 13 1 Tacker
A & =f {ﬂr:xd’.'_-nz -ﬂflq’ﬁ ﬁfﬁur"

rsen®/ Yesss .:,‘c_-.-_j)
s

Inel.
Redio - AG #745
May 15, 1942,
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WAR DEPARTMENT C3wD
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER May 15, 1042

INCOMING MESSAGE ****

Priority
From: UBAFIA
Tor Chief of Btaff
Ko. AQ 745 May 15, 1942

Chief of Btaf?. I have had a series of conferences
wi%th the Prime Minister in which I represented to him
the advisability of limiting the Freedom of Pablicity
in thig country. In advocating thie point of view 1
stressed that I was antimated solely by a desire to
protect the military situation and did not in any way
intend even by inference to suggest a control of this
matter by the American Govermmant. On the contrary 1
assured him that if corrective measures were to be
taken they must be taken by the Australian Goveroment
itself. He has agreed in general principle to ny
suggestion and hac directed the members of his cabinet
and all other goverament officials to be completaly
restrained in public utterances. He has privately assembled
the editors of the country and has obtained their promises
of restraint in publication and has given me partial
control over the Australisn censorship. This has been
done in such a way that our own goverament is not in any
wAy involved and no allegation can be made that it is
attempting to impose its will in any why upon that of the

THE MAKING OF AN EXACT
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SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT
CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER

INCOMING MESSAGE

Page 3

From: UBAFIA
Tos Chief of Btaff

So. 0 745 May 15, 1942

Australisas, I am hopeful that real results will be
obtained. In view of President Roosevalts comments to
:.h T, your Ad 31 of May 6th will you pleass inform

MasArthur

Note! Reply to secret message No. 31 (CM-0UT-1131,
5/8/432) OPD,

Action Copy: OFD

Info. Copies: B8GB
File

CM-IN-4041 (5/15/42) AM 10:20

THE MAKING OF AN I
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PHESIDENT:

The attached rediogram relative to the releases
of pablleity im Austrslls has Just been received [rom Gen—
eral MecArthur. Our Nusber 31 to which he refers in 4is
last sentonce im the radiogrus which you sent to him on
Moy 6th and specifieslly I believe he refers to the fol-
lowing parsgraph of that rediogram:

"The only difficulty I ea heving here is a
good denl of loose mewspuper talk coming out of
haastralie snd I suggest you do all possible to
got a cemsorshiy om all outgsing messages froa
Australia snd posslbly New Zesland."

I g O e

Chief of Staff. L

Incl.
Radio - AG #745
n.r 15, 1942,

e, ORI g S S g N nee——
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WaAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTOMN

May 11, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I have drafted the enclosed telegram to
MecArthur as a stion for & mes £ u a8
Bugge or & sage from yo
Commander-in-Chisf to him, in relation to the matter of
publicity regarding Havel operaticns.

5& & YA e —
Secretary of War.

T inl




SECRET

WaAR DEPARTMEMNT
WASHINGTON

w 1—1, 1942 .

Commender in Chief,
Southwest Paolfic Area,
Melbourne, Australis.

Your 179 of May 10 has surprised and disappointed me,
Units constituting any neval forces are always comparetively very
limited in number, wvulnersble, and diffiecult to replace,

The task units of the Americsn fleet now operating

in the South Pacific Gre particulsrly, more vuliierable then normal
naval unite by virtue of thelr extended lines of communicetion and
their distance from naval bages. As & result of these wnescapabls
conditions, the Commander in Chief of the Pacific fleet now labors
under & responsibility whieh ie unigue in contrast with the
reaponsibdlity of the Commanders of other Ameriean Milltery Forces
operating in any Paclific theatrs.

Not only does the safety of the Australisn people
to which you refer depend upon the successful operation of thut
American Naval Force, but the security of the United Stotes, itaelf, i

also depands upon 1it.

In the light of these conditions, we have all here
recognlzed thet the decision of the Commender in Chief of the
Pacific fleet must control all informetion released for publicity
in respect to any of the fleet's operstions in any portlon of the
Prcific Ocean. It is impossible for anyone not personally sequalnted
with a1l features of such operstion and personally responsille for
the entire fleets securlty to determine what {ragment of publicity
may jeopardize some portlon of the sefety of the fleet.

In no other way than such concentration of responeibllity
can the security of the whole be achieved. This is the thoroughly
consldered and imperative declsion of our govermment based upon ita
soverdlgn plghts end safety which it will not depart from at the
behest of any of other government even of trusted allies.

You will plesse make this elear, not only to the steff
and your public relatioms, but to the heed of the Australion Government
himself.

SECRHT
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