
.L . 1.-10 WD 'IAR PC'73:t';J'J.L Uopar~ re) r 

a . er.an's 'la.r ?otentlal: J.n'J.a.17, 19U. 

b . t-.&r.&.ry of k..~ ... ~\a: l.~ut. 20. l9LJ . 

c . Su.a:-;~ o!' Far !'.a3~ Doc~r.t.a wt t.h T&ble o!' Content.3 ot Far 

Eut-m Coc=ent.o; ..U. 1-H: 19)6 - 1141 . 

J . Corretponde!'\ee re above . 
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CC:WIW& 01 .. m. ~· JIIB*""lD 10tH£ pa.&Jii:LII 
p. RW"f I rrog. up PtW 1.1. 

!Ilia lloa -\aiu ~I.T-tCNr (24) bollD4 ""'~• u 
tollowl 

A lilrkt ot u.o rt~poM<I a\&lal.twe! b)- •=100111 
laftl U~ .... U..t.ee ot Pot.eot.l&l. 
llll1\ar7 lu.&UI" -.1 1.b1r1.ee (13) bouad 
~ ot 8IIR»J'tiDc doO' I t.. 

A llriot ot U.O nopon. .,.lai.\WC! bJ' ~ 
laftl U_.,_ .. "ProlabUJ.\7 ot.., OUUII'tlek 
ot ._. - IliA• (9) bouad YOl.,... ot ... pport.iq 
dl p ta. 

A\ U.. l'ne14c\'a clinocUoo, t.be !ollowiA& in&tncUou 
baYO ....., priat.ad oo t.1>a out.1cle ot \bilo boal 

"lOr TO IE OPYID UIITI.I. AITE:R tn W.t.a. 
011 1111'U. 1") •• 

!IIIU nua cc.uiJI ucau .... rna .UD ll'ECI.AL cau 
AI liiG.C' Jle !liD BAIII.liiG AID ltOUIO& IIJ8r liE rAUl 
TO -U !IIU& unrt AT AU. ! lUI AID 1'IU1 !lila 
IIGIUTl Ill 10! JICI.ATJD. 

1111800 aro.., 
a.... Adaiftl, u .a ... , 

laYAl .Ude to t.ba I'Neidaot. 

. I 
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Dece~ber )01 194). 

Ac~itlll on tho Prooidon t ' • irultruct.iooo, 
I buo bold a maabtor o f hie penoa.&l war ru .. boxed, ohicb 
I ob&ll bo.n forwarded to 7"" •u tho Dext n&Ular • ...,.. 
ot t.raluoport&Uao, tor a&!eltoop!Jl& at the IJ.br&rT• For 
utter ot ..- I bo.Ye bold U>a boa Duabo.recl ••AP-1" and 
a -u .. t ot tho oool.ellt& u..r.o! will b• f'umioh~ you 
llll4er oe,uat& ooYer. At tho PreaidODt0o diroctiOil, tho 
M&t&ido ot tbo. boa bo.o beoD f'urt.har urked. OJiot t.o be 
..,.....t uotil attar tbo ..-, or unW 195). • 

I oboLild Ulto t.o i.DY1 to your perccmal. 
attoniJ.on t.o tho f~<ct t.bc.t thoao flleo contain oecrot 
M tt.er end tbo.t opecJ.&l care a.o re&ardo their lulndli.Di 
- •toea&• ... r. be taba to enouro thoir nfety and that 
t.bo1r oewri t7 1a oot rlola ted • 

l1ll 7011 ploue Gdvi.J;e •• • boD tbio box 
baa beetl r.coiYed bt you at tho IJ.bn"ryf 

lith all .:00<1 .W.heo for tho )1 .. r u r , 

I U.On Brown, g.,.,. AdairaJ., u.s.a., 
Nanl Udo to tho Preoi d .. t . 

liao lla.Jocarot 1.. Slteltl.o7, 
.n.. l'rmklla D. -..nu IJ.brary, 

ll;rM r.n, ·- ~-

' ' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 23, 1943 

t.IB!OruJIUU:.I FOR 

A!JliiiUJ. bKO'IiN : 

If you want to get rio- of 

some of these files, they could be 

specially boxed , not to be opened 

until aft~r the war or until 1953 

and sent to tho Libr&ry. 

F. u . R. 

( 

,, 

I 

I 1 
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T~£ W~IT£ ~OUS£ 

WAS~INGTON 
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THl S[CRETARY OF' THE NIWY 

WAaMINOTON 

Serial 02)67616 

,.r_p~~ c-T 
J - '-" I \ -

IT .s..r .,. . Pret1dnt• 

On .I.UCW~t 14, :1.11 aoaardanoe with 70ur latter 
daW Jul7 14, there wre fanrardecl ocap1lat1ooa ooorerillg 
~uv ot .., Outbreak ot war• and •~eu.ate ot 
Pot.Dt1al 11llt.al7 Str~•, baaed oo reporte receind 
trca nriou. .. ftl A.ttecbea . Subeequentl:f, :I.Detructiooe 
..,.... reoeind iDdicat.i.D« that the uterial aubrltted ehould 
haft i.Doludacl pl>otoatetic cop1.. ot the ori&iDal reporte 
trca U.. 1.-nl A.tt..cbea, and that U.. brief digeoto of euob 
report~ ohould be annotated to artord ... ,. rateronea to the 
reporte U...alYel • 

.l.ooorc11J>sl,., I u uncliDg you herowith, hT .eeaenser , 
the renaed ocapllatiooa. Thie aaterial conoioto ot twenty­
tour 1'01.._., (a) a brief ot the reporte eubrltted on 
"llltaateo ot Potential 11Uit.al7 Strenst.h" and thirteen bound 
YOllael ot 1UJ>pOJ"t1.ng doc..ante1 (b) a brief ot t he report• 
eubrltted OD "Prob.h1UV ot .., Outhreak ot war• aDd n:I.De 
boomd YOl - ot oupporting doc-to. 

Youre e:I.Dcerel,., 

The Preo1dont 

The llhite Houae 

I 

Regraded Unclassified



.. _ ... 
TheN clll =w are oo• 1A a:r o! Uce - • 

.u.. ·-- c!ino\.ed • 1U be -... poort o! 

--- Pneu-~·· ea..t14 .. 1.1&1 l ar ru .. . 
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., ...... OE~AATNIIHT 

THC CHII:f' 01" aTAI'I' 

W ..... MIMG'TON, D. C . 

• 
S.pt .. ber 2, 194) 

II!IIOIW!OOII ~'OR THE PRESIDZ:.Tz 

SubJoctz AxU liar Potential. 

In accordance with your aomorandua c! July 14, 194) , thoro 
ar e oncloaed copiea or Military Attache diapatcbea dealing with the 
pl"oparationo for war by Germany, I taly and Japan, and their aggroo­
oin int-entions on tho continents of luropa and Asia fro= January 1 , 
1937. Si.a1lar docuuots bearing oo Bulgaria, Austria, Occupied France, 
Bolgia, England ancl Rwooia ars aJ.so included. 

for •••1 roforonce the docu:eots, which coJOpriae 56 'OOlUMs, 
han been a..-riaod in two folders attacbed at Tab J. and Tab B. .Uoo 
a t t.ashtd ia a portion ot 1 repor t subaittod by Colonel Trnnan Saitb on 
IIO"Oember 1 , 19)7, which io believed to be particularly aigl:iticant. 
Colonel Sa1 tb' o Cull l"Oport 1s included in tho bouod voluces . 

In addition, there are thousands of ~iscollaneoua dispa t ches 
and other documonto wbicb touch incidentally on Corman, Italian and 
J apanese war praparotiona, but oince they are not particularly perti­
nent to an b.iatorical anel,yaia, I hevo not forwordod tb.em . During tho 
ouamer and fall of 1941, 0..2 aacured ho• highly oocret sources coneid­
orobla 1ntoraotion indicating Japan'• dotor.inotion to r~sort to arced 
force in tb.o ovont that tho negotiations betweon Secretory Hull and t.­
bossador Hoaura, then being conducted, diC: not roault in "" agroe .. ot 
aatisfactory to Japon. In tbe int.ereota ot ucurity they will oot be 
forwarded uoleeo eopooiallr desired. In the ease of the docuaont col­
lacticn port.einina to Cormany, • t ow very a;oortant dispatcboo have been 
included dealini with tbo period 19J5 to 19)6, 1naomucb • • tbaao ware 
~he years of the laraeet and ~•t rapid mUit.ary OXJ"'naion . 

SBlCRBT 
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II.I.D. Report 

Report of lla!or ~·a~ Saith 
Genera1 Eet1• u ot 

Nov. 1. 1937• 

Germany is once moro " "orld po11er in the dr. Her air force 
and her air industry bave emorgod 1'ro11 the kl.rtOergarten stage . Full .,,.,_ 
hood rll.l etlll not be reached for three years . 

The astounding growth of Cerun air po"er !rom a zero level to 
ite present statue in a brief tour yeera """t be accounted one or the aoat 
iaportant world events of our tiaa. llb&t it portends for Europe 1a aom .. 
thing no-one today can foretell an4 IIIWit be left as a problu for fUture 
biatoriana. 

The re&Sons which have per11 ttecl this lliraculou.s outburst of 
national uergy in the air field are lll&ll3'· A.>ng the:a are certain which 
deund special e:ilpbaaia. 

Tbeee erea 

1. The military aptitude of the German people. 

2. The technical ond scientific skill of the race. 

3. The vision of General Goering " ho from the start planned A 
fantesti collx large Air Foree and Air Industry and wbo at 
the sue tillle poeuoaod the energy to convert hie plana 
in to real1 ty. 

4. The unified direction ana oxoeution D:ada possible by the 
dictatorial n:tture or the Ceraan Covo,..,..,nt. 

5. The wise realization or the Cen:ar. air autboritiea at the 
start of their raarauent thet other nstions, especially 
tl:e United States, were far in advance of tbea, both 1n 
aciantiric knowledge and technical skill . This huableneea 
of spirit has been one or the chief strength& of Cenaany. 
The old adage that aelf-diooatiefaction is true strength 
bas never been better exer.1pliried than in the Geman air 
development from 1933 to 1937. 

It is difficult to expreea in a few word• the literally amazing 
abe of tho German air i.rtOWltry . The t"enty-tbree known airplane concorna, 
with their forty-six identified plants , have a potential annual plene pro­
duction of probably 6 , 000 planes. There is every reason to believe that 
tho plants ident ified only a ive a part of the pictur e and that the truth, 
could it be l'.no11n, would obow a otlll higher potential production . The 
seale or the Gerr.an airplane aotor ind"etry 11 no len illlpresaive . It ia 
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enr &Del again the a he of thia iuduatry, which !o!"Ces the foreigner, -

aDd nan the Aaerie&n who i a aceuatoaed to tbinlt in big ta""' - to pauaa, 

pender ar>d wonder •• to the tuture. 

Behind thia induotry atencls a for11idoble group or air aciantiott, 

with large end well equipped laborotor ie• and test fields, conatently puah­

ina !orword the Gel"lll&ll scientific adve.Dce. Thia advance ia re~::&rkablo. 
The tact that the United Statea atlll leada in its air science er.cl canutao­

turing akill 1111st not be aJ.lowed to overshadow the Go"""' achieveunts be­

t ween 1933 and 1937 ar.d above aJ.l, not to lead to an underestl.&ata of' whet 

Clert:a.ny wUl achieve in the fUture . 

In tour briet yea.ro, Germ.~ny could not accooplish everything. 

The extraordinary technical excellence of J.Jtorican aviation bas been built 

U;> aa a result Of 19 years' uninterrupted pT0£T88S since tho J.naiotice. 
To aqua! this acco~tplisbl;ent 1n 40 80ntbl> would be mraculowo. In trutb, 

it Jo.as not bean achieved . Iat, because on Nonmber 1, 1937 tba J.Jterican 

technical laval, which is but one phose of air power , hEs not been reached, 
1a no ground !or tba United States to adopt the British policy or emugnaea. 

It so, we ehaJ.l be as doomed to the oan:e position or air interiority with 

respect to Clel'lllany a a Fran.,. now !inda her•elf in and which Croat Brito in 

ju.at as certainly wlll find horaelt in tocorrow - unless abo realizes 

proaptly her own ahortcOJOinga . 

The Clercan air power ot today has attained tbe following level 

or aehievements l 

Science: 

wrge and wall equipped laboratoriaa ar.U test t'ielda, ;;ennod by 

Lbe boat aen in their tielda the nation poseasaea , who scrutinize eve~ 

aevalopaant in foreign countries, tor possible utUi<ation by t.l:eir own 

air force and air iudustry. 

Industry: 

Twenty-three airplane concerns with at least f orty-eix factories, 

all operating under atete <>irectiona and required to or.anu!acture whatever 

plane is aaopted b7 the Air ILniatry . These factories are .aclernly coi>­

atructed and operated with .edam manutacturin~ Letboda . 

Tbirtoon airplane motor concerns with ot least eighteen ! actor­

lea ope.rating like the airplane factories under state direction. Thane 

factories are • • IIOdern es tho-.e tor aircrar·t . 

A large nuabcr o! tiraa engaged in the production of inatrullenta , 

These firms, hitherto heckword, My troJa r.ow on be counted on to rapidl7 

cut down the lead , which silrl.lar Alltericen firma still pcseeaa today . 

Tho German llr industry has been strategically located and each 

factory hno bean designed on tactical pr incipho. l'actoriea are located 

- 2 -
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as !ar back !roa the tront1er aa poaaihle and the now factories, while 

IIMly, are relatively small , The principle of foctocy design 1a that 

tbere may be ~~~&ny separat e and ea:all buildings, each with separate power 
plant and bo&b an(. &a&-proo.f' cbu:bero . F.ech 1n designed to operate ea a 

CO<Iploto airplane factccy 1n tiM of emargenc)'. Thia lqout of industry, 

which giv .. it great defensive atrongtb egair.at bcstilo air a t tacks, o:uat 
be reckoned an importe.ot ele~tent of ao,.,..., air industcy and air power . 

Airplanu and Airplane l!otors . 

Tho =.ajar !irst line planes of the Gerun air toreo which aro 

now being produced 1n series are 1 

Heavy Bo,.beroo The two-CJotorcd P.einkel ill with a speed of 250 ciles par 

hour and a diapouble load of 5, 000 lbs . 

Light Boaberfl The -..otcred Dornior 17 will- a speed of 2"0 ..Ues per 

bcur and s disposabl e load of 2000 lbs . 

j>ur:suUo Tho single engined BF 109 L:esserschllidt with a speed of 325 miles 

par hour at critical altitude . 

Out.oded plaoes are declared obsolete with astoUDcling pro~ptness , 

Thus, the two year old JU 86, a l:eavy bomber, hae been declared obsoleocont 

and military IIIIUlufecturo has ccaaed , 

Tho t wo ~tors now roaching o production sta~e include the : 

Da111!lor Bon& 601 , a liqaicl-cooled ~;asoline ~tor of 1100 HP . 

Junkera 211 , a liqaid-cooled eaaolino c:otor of 1100 HP . 

Throe of the four 1937 scientific pri~es of the Lilientbol Society 

•oro awarded t o tlw ensineora of thaso two ootora . 

All air-cooled 110tor a of aiaUer power appear tc be still 1n vari­

ous s tegea of teat , CerltOny hoe un:r motors of lesser bor~.,powor, which 

appear to be of overage quality . 

Strength of Air Foreo. 

The ac;ual Novolllber 1st atrongtb of tho Ceru& Air Force 1a prol>­

ably trora 175 to 225 aquadrons . If •• ta_.e a mean betwoor these fl.gurea 

of 200 aquaclrone, •• find Ge=acy to at present possess 

1800 firat line planes in un1 I.e, 
600 firat line planea 1n reserve units 

or a total of 2400 planoa , 

No estiltate eon be ,-.ado on the number of first line planes in 

depots . 

I 
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Tha peroonnol of tho Corm&n Air Force , includinG its integral 

antiaircraft and ground signal units, 11sy ba estimated ot between 80, 000 
and 100 1000 . The strsngth of the fl~g corps propsr is probllbl-y between 
35,000 and 50,000 . 

The Cercan Air Force of ~ovember l , 1937, posoosoeo at leest 174 
nine-plane squadrons , eech with J additional planes in resern within th<> 
squadrons. These sqU8drons have actually bnon identified. 

FroQ JO to ~ of these squadrons are now equipped with moder n 
airplanes of the type listed above . 

The level of fl~g ability reached by ths Carman air power still 
l eaves much t o be desired, both by our standards and their• also . While 
good potential pilots , the Ge,.,ans must s till bo rated os unrefined . How­
ever, they have .ado great progress since 19JJ . The present fl~g of 
units would he s till bett er were it no t for tha air foreo oxpansion . Uni to 
have given up about half of their trained men every six months to form new 
units . There is also a marked shortage of efficient oquadron and group 
commanders, which has adversely e..f'focted training stendarde . Those mocon­
tary Gercan difficultieo 02Ust not be allowed to obscure the certainty that 
these deficiencies will gradually coaso to exist . If any foreign country 
feels self- satisfied in the matter of the superiority of its training, it 
will receive a rudo awakening in the not too diotant future . 

In general , tho Ger~An air power has now roached c stage where 
it must be given serious consideration as a powerful opponent by any single 
nation. Qualif ied officers who have had the opportunity to inspect recent­
ly the British, German end French air for ces believe that : 

l. Technically Gemany has outdistanced Fr ance in practically 
ell f i elds . 

2. Genr.any is, on the whole, superior to Great Britain in tho 
quality of her planes, but is still slightly inferior to 
Groat Britain in motors, but rapidly clooing the gap . 

J . Both Croat Britain and France aro otill superior to Ger 1teny 
in tho training levels of their reepective Air Forces , but 
GeriDODy has cut down greatly the gap separat ing her free 
these rivals , during ths pest 12 conths . 

A highl-y competent observer , well acquainted with both ~erican 
and Ger man air developmento, estLoatas that if the present prosress curves 
of these two notions should continue as they have in the pest two yesrs , 
Gernany obould obtain technical parity with the USA by 1941 or 1942. If, 
however , Americs <Akeo a eingle blunder, or if so~e important incident, 
whether political or a conflict of views within the nr~ed forces, obould 
slow down har p~eaent dovelopmcnt, German air superiority will be realized 
atUl sooner. 

- 4 -
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In November l9J7 it app<~ara Ulat tbe denlopmont of Genoan air 

power 1• a European phenomenon or tbe !irat d1plOII$t1C iJCportanee . Tba 
upward movement io &till ea1ning momentum. 

- 5 -

/s/ Truzan Smith 
Truzan Smith, 
llajor , G.s . , 
llllituy Attaeba . 
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THE SECRETARY OF' THE NAVY 

(so).u-2/lr 
ler 11.1 02&8001. 

mh 

~ doar Mr. Preoldentl 

WA a "4tNOTON 

.&>.~pot 15, 1943 

On Jul.)' 14 :rou H])roued a deaire for copleo of 
t htl dlopatcl>.eo o! our !laT.U Utachu vhlch eotl.aate or 
expr••• e;ny opinion re,ca.nUnc the out'b::-eak of var, or reference 
ln anr va'1 to eotl.aateo of alllt~rr otrengtb of tl:e countr1eo 
lnvol•ed.. 'Iheae d:ispatcbee are to co••r a perto6 from Jan'\l.A.l"7 1, 
1937 untU the tlJIIe the :lo,Yal ).tt,.chu left 0e'""'eJlY, Japan, 
lt&l)', Bulcarla, .luatrla, Occl.1Pled l'ranee and llelglut>. Tho 
ola!llar dlopatcbeo froa Ent;1and are &lao requeeted. 

I am send i n(. you , hftrtwith, by messenger 411 the 
report• requested. 

Tho Preoldent 

The White Houoe 

Youra atncerely, 

• 
·' 

,, 
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0 F T R A ·' ci ~ I T T A L 

The to llowint pasen contain the report of the Commi ttoe 

of lliatorians wh ich was assomblod at the direction of tho Com­

canding l.1>noral of the !roy Ai r Forces !'or the purpose ot fore ­

parin~, on tho ba lia or "all &v&llable infor .. .ati on fro.:~ opera­

tion reports, State Department reports and Intelligence reports 

• • • • as objective an analyaia aa possible of tho effect of 

Allied bombi ngs , military r everses, war casualties, reduced 

standard• of livine , etc ., on Cormany and Gorman morale , and of 

attempting to appraise futuro developments under continuation 

of Alliod military and economic pressure. " 

"hen tho Committoo wna assembled I.Uld before it had begun 

ita work the purpose and the details of tho regulations concern­

int; oeourity Kero oare!'ully ex;>lained and durin~ all • u) u.ctivl ­

ties or the Con.nittoe scr upul ous so.feguards \lOre tak~n to t;uaran­

tee tllia socuri ty problem. 

Durint their iuvestibations the Lelllbers of ..,he Co.mi ttee 

exwnined t hol.ls&nds of pa ges oi' secret and confidential l1Ultorial. 

oro than thir ty exports r,u.vo tho, , in per aonal conferences , 

the benefit of thuir Yaluable apecialized knowledge . Various 

a~enoios and aorvioea graciol.laly and &euarously cooperated with 

the Cor.uoitteo so that its members had ready aooess to all the 

int'or.oation to the object of ita inql.liry . 

~ ii.tportiUlt fact is uuwhen S!JOCifically atated or em­

phaahed in tho body of the rltjiOrt and it wo .. ld be unfair to the 
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Co.....Jttee it it did not oeco .o a part oC' the record . •he Cor.t-

'llitteo wished &O state thot their conolulio11s r.ere based pri ­

~rily upon the information and opiniona to which they hod ao -

oua , rhe Co,'1111itteo we.s acutely aware o1' various inadequacioa 

und r;o.ps in the infor•nation the ,,ombora would g r ea t ly like to 

have had . Tho memb<>rs r ooognhe Lha t ther e ~<re inta.ngiblea and 

imponde rables in war >.nich eiUUlOt be nueased but which may be 

uore ue&rly decis ive tha.n any of' the pw-elt Jdlhar.r, econcmio 

or paycilological fnc1;ors nOlf ayJ.&ront . ..ot all _.., truoh can 

be discerned in even 1;he bea1; iut1Hl1tenoe reports , since .. e al-

W&JI operate throut;h the "fog of' · .. nr." In .. uch and at:.Rin in 

Juno 1918, for exampl e , the beat jucJe;metlt of' Allied political 

iltld military l eaders was that Gt~ r.nnny was pe r ilously close to 

winning the war and that , accordit•t. to the moat opt:U;Ustic ea-

ti • ..ate of' tho situation, the war would coutinue well into 191!) , 

"" know now, however, that L<>rmauy waa putting forth her last 

effort and •;as , in fa ct, close to a atate of eollo.pse after the 

Allied offensive a1; Soisson• in July 1918. By anJ logical analy-

ais , tne situations of 1918 and 19t.4 are net o.nalogeus , out we 

oan by no 1.ooo.na be certain. 

The pot.•ible eff'oot3 or the uew nnd duvnsttlting weapon 

or air powor oarwot bo ovaluatod en the baGis ol: historical ax-

,)urienoe . u.ae \.ennan blitz ovur ~., la.;,d ·••~ wr ... :linatod too ocrly 

oc! ••• too li.alited in hs L1to:~dt.J to ~rovide an afrectlve 

hlatorical ll.lllllOiJ ;;ho.t .. iljlt uo" a PP lY to Gerill&ny. The preaent. 

All ied bomb in& of l.iei"IIIAn,Y wi 11 oith•r force ua to relocate tlw 

., 
• 
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lu ~ ra -~ed ed.;e of nu._..,..,, for t1 tude or prepare us for the sud-

den aud start lint; colla pse or t1.e ~oat po•6rl'ul or tne aggroa-

aor nations . 

J 

FRAriK .iiONAGF!A:I , 
!.!ajar , AUS 
orrlcor- ln- Charge 
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C 0 ., ~ L U s I 0 J~ S 

l. Thoro h 110 conclusiv(l ~;vidence that the defea t of 

Cer..auy is im.niaent or that the German will or abilit-; to resiat 

present Allied milito.r;.t pressures aaa been fatally impaired . 

2 . Althou1 h the blockade and t.o01bin~; !.ave deranged 

~rmany ' s eoono01io ~truoture , V8rman mi l itary oconoay ha s not 

yet been crippl ed at n ny vita l point . 

3 . Corm&Ql was mobilized for total war for several 

years prior to 1939 . Tnia is a so'.U'ce of atrength in the aenae 

that all .;err.mn efl'ort hu been directed w1 th a sint:le-::>inded 

p>r ~ose &lid v:ith ruthless erricienoy . lt is a source of ,,oak­

no sa in the sense thu t all fat has lone d nee disappeared from 

.e rman economy Mel that the .erman peopl!l 1U1d tho verman in­

~Jstrial and co:n..~unicattons s;steJII nc.ve su.l'forod lon~or .:.ru. 
a>.J other fr""' tho woar &nd tear or war. 

4 . Althou ·h C.O ru:ll.n econo;ny is declining or , at (>eSt , 

barely holdiue; its own, tho Allied "ar potential , espocinlly tnat 

of the United i;t&tos , is increasinb and oan outst r ip any cono&iv­

,.ole et'fort which the Axls can put forth . 

,; , !he •.erman military uchine 11as been stoaJ<en by 

defe&t~ . but it ia atill a formid&ble fi~htinr force , it ca11not 

hopo , hO'.vever , to koep p&ce with the growth ol' Allied oilitary 

po .·or . 

5 
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6 . ~rmany•s moat serious actua l military ~eakneao ia 

her relt.the declining •ir atren&th . Troia .,et.Jmess """"'• it I.Ja. 

poaalbh for ·on:lAny -eo rea"""' the ofreusivo with 8!D.J lilcolihood 

or sucoeaa and it will , unleaa speedily remedied, make her pe· 

ouliarly vulnarabl o to land •ttt.oks and to the fur 1;her des t ruction 

ol' iler vital war econOJll:l . 

7 . Germany' a .nest serioua potential weakness lie a in 

her ~power deficiencies . ny the lar&e-acale use of conscript 

and roreir;n labor uer=any hac co ft.r been able to s o l ve teoporar· 

ily her l:".ost preasin, ~Unpower problo:u , pt.rl;iculo.rly in tho fielda 

oi agriculture and industry, out it io 1•robablo tll!lt s~.e has now 

exhauated her rosorves . Intensified aeria l bombardment and in· 

oroued mil1tar1 casualties nro oompellint. hor to exploit illfer· 

lor •£np~or for both military and production purposes . 

8 . Thera is no evidence that tho German will to resist 

was seriously weakened by the bo:nbinr ,.rior to the su=er of 1943. 

·"" aerial offensive of t1.e autumn of 1943 and W.e threat of still 

more intensified bolllbing in 1944, have ot.•>•"d n deterioration in 

t••.er&l oivilifUl morale, Tlhilo the H•u.aian ot'fensive and tho sig· 

nl\l a tocoaa of the Army Air Forcu aud tl•e Ho:~al Air Force in aorial 

co"obat huve had a demor&lizint; efrect upon tho Connan Arrrry and Air 

Force . 

9 . The complete and ilit;hlJ orgt.niled cont;rol of the Lui 

farty civea no enoouraee-eut to j., •• hope thal; aDJ political Jp· 

heaval can t.e anticipated in Ce r<oaOJ in thu r.e'>r !'utc:ro. 

10. Altnou:;h bombb(, haa :ado n vital coutrib·Jtion to 
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the ultL:late defeat of r.eru.any and o.lthouwli CO!!tplete det'eat ct.n­

nct ue achlaved wituout an ~coeleration mad intensification of 

bo.nbillb, 11:0 is improbt.ble th .. t boobin& alono can bri nt; about a 

ver~n collapse bJ spring or 19~4 . 

ll. British at.d k:;erican aerial warfare has prepared 

tno way for and will be an essenlOial and intelral par t ol' the in­

vAaion 'of •. estern t:u.r ope to which the AHloe are oanmi tted and 

wnioh is essential l'or tho defeat ol' lior many at an early da~e . 

12. Superficially, ~~e situation in the closin~ da ys or 

1943 see~ to reseMble that of 1918, but basically, the analoty 

1e unoound . 

7 
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P n R T I 

t.COIO\lJlC SITUATlUN 

The inevitable wear Md tear of four years of war , 

military reverses in Russi a and the ~editerrunean eno Allied 

aeri al bombing have sbnken llazi econocy , but. they have not yet 

shattered it to the point where ita collapse can be considered 

imminent . 

CIV!LJ.Al> ECONUI.!Y 

Regarding FOoD, Germans ere still fer from being on 

starva t ion rations end ~e certaiLly not. in a condition co~ 

pert~bla dth 1918 . In 1943 Axis Europe had good harvest• of 

which a significant portion went to the Reicn . German au,gar 

ra tiona are abou t equal to those currently prevtU.ling in the 

United States. Special alloca tio,ns of high calor ic vo.lue c.re 

made for night t:orkers and workers in heavy industries . Drastic 

contr ols over agr iculture re~uiring delivery of foodstuffs to 

the Nazi author iti es have insured u generally satis factory flow 

of supplies to the consutoer . Gerawn rati ons are monotonous , b.J.t 

only in meat s and fat s is there any serious r eduction from pre-

war levels . Vi tamin defi ciencies wllich "ould ordinarily r esult 
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from such suortabea have been lue;clt oottpouaatcd !'or bJ syn­

thetic preparations. 

Althoul)l ~!I conditions in ~rru>.ny have Wldoubtodly 

deteriorated e.s a result of !'our ye-ars ol' war , they do not yet 

preset1t &. threat to tho Nati war effort . tiith tho excepti on 

of thtf influenta currently 8\.e&ping, ConlliUly ~ no serious opi ­

daoics h~ve developed in the Reich proper; tho incidence of 

ordinary diseases is not signil'ioantly high . 

Tho Ge rman HO"JSI IIG SITUA?IO;I, under tho impact ot Allied 

aerial bombar dment, has become acute . The livint quarters of 

over 10, 000 , 000 people in more then rorty cities DOve been dam­

aged; 2, 500, 000 of these persons have a.ctually been rendered 

ho:noleeo . In those German ci -cieo attacked b~' the Royal Air 

••oroe one -quarter of tbe total built- up area he.s been devastated . 

On the other haud .. mass production or' Gir.lfJlc pro.-.'abric.o.ted housoa~ 

extensive 11eVO.\CU8.tion O&aps , n tenera.l "doublittg:- up" .in living 

accomodations, and the absence in the ~d forceG of Goveral 

million Gennnns aro factors wirlcll have t..ade available a consid­

erablo quantity of housing space with which to moet thB or~er ­

genoy . A~empts to overcome the bouain& shor tage put a severe 

strttin on Citirman manpower and require DULterials ba.dly needed 

elsewhere in the war effort. . It is estimo.ted that 6¢,\ of the 

ontiro t.rerCAn labor force 11 ntr"' engaged in rehabilitation work 

nooessitated by bombinr; . !lotwithoto.nding this substantial 
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aubtraotion from the war orrort . however , there is rto oouvino­

iuo proor that t.t.e nouain., anortar.• to date naa eeriO\I&lJ our­

tailed ~onnan war pr oduction. 

:o .. SUIII.. ~;OODS , ohhfl:y because or aerial atto.c~, are 

inadequate in qu•ntit;r 1uad 4uo.l1 t,/' . Thr ou huoat Gomllny, ns 

ol-.~e•:hertt la /..xi a ~urope , atriet ratiotli ~ ta tlle ru.le . n.ec•u't 

.{oyal Air i""orce attaCJCfl n.avo oauaeci widoapraad dest ruction or 

otoroa and ohopo oo that Uatt nor.a&l distriiNtion of clothlot; 

tor aadult cirlliana hAs boou curti\Ued for an indefinite period . 

Uio:onao, •'li~dow-tla3s, build~ ~r.atorialo, oiaces , ooap and many 

other co .. .~on iteaa have beoo .... e al.JDost impoaaible to obtain . Tho1o 

ahortnG•• will increase aa tho bombin& campai&n pr orrooaos. 

~riefly : Gor .an oirll1o.n -Ho at ti.o ond of 1943 hao , 

IU\der enemy proa11ur es , become d r"o.b, monotououa and increaaincly 

unpleasant . Civilian shortages, however , are critical only 1r 

tt.oy really interfere witla prosooution of tho war . This con-

Ji tiou h not :;ott present ln Gen:aarl)' . 

ILll'AI:Y 0 "{ 

.;otwi tJlstandinc; :severe loaaus j n t<uGaia , rovr.rsee in 

the •:edi t.erra.nean ~rea a.ad thd bo&v-J poW1dinc, fro:1 the •ir. the 

c.verall i10sitiot2 1n .RA.; ~7r.il.h.L.S hal uot .:t"'t bec0l.ol8 atriu~ent , 

COt~iJ&r a:~d rerr"o-•lloy 1...etala aro certainly- ehort . but , othorriso 

4-J or the ofteo~o or Allied blookade, unll<o thooe or 1914-18, 

10 
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}bvo boen OQ1t•,teJ"• ~ r,'/ &Jnthetic illdur.• ri•e ., •xr,eoially J"Ubbc.r Dnd 

oil , <mto'l tho ~emsno !.avo tlevoloped dup1to thu hlzh ~oot in 

Mf'IJ'Owor . Lotuses l'l&tained by the ,,,.ioh prov6r ae: ,. cc,naequenoe 

o1' etrLto~io ba .binc a.ro p"rtlt ~oapeneatod !'or bj' cc.'1ttnot~+.d 

roe•,..,,, avallable to the Car: &zll &I a ree·.alt or ~ rerloua cor -

1ueata . or.:J&ny oan 't:o~y count upon •n~ reaou:roes ?f !',ranee, 

tn. Balkan area., a part or tt.e . :-; . ~ .• ., - toh or Italy, the 

Baltio Sttltee , Po!&nd., C%eoh.oalovU1a ., A•JI .ria, P.-~ar1 .. . r.e 

Law Countr~ea ., •~d halt or Sc•nd1~~~1a , 1 ad~iti~~ to 

ai~lfioant ·oato r ial aid l'ror the r.outrole Sr•i~, Portu<;al , 

T•trkey, Swotl~n, "nd Swit•erlo.nd. !'l<lapite ~r" l·~avy athck of 

,\ .\11~nat 1~43 on the Ploosti oil rot!Mriu , wnioh dastroyod o 

rortion or ourpluo Axis rofi •illi. OOfftOity , Garmany ia at present 

obtllinin!: &- c.r,At a quantit.;t ot 'lil prod·l(!tl i'ro l~Jr..a.ni&. &I ah-11! 

ever did . A hall' of thP C.nr.a'1 ~ickol oupplf, tnree-!'o·.~.rtha or 

ita iron ore., aevor:.- -:.-.,utha or its DOlybdon'• • d ore tr.ar._ 50: 

or ita baux• 

outaid.e ~T!'1&ny rrol r . 

Lur '"''Y' • T'lA 'SI'I.JlCA~1011 ayattr.'l JAJ woll !•rove ~o be ~ 

aorloua threat to thtt 4&z1 "'o.r e1'1'ort . Sone oonulda rablo ro ­

ri'totton in the fP..tpply of truoka and tiro• has boen effooted 

by Allied ~lr att&OAS upou ar~ aynthetlc rubber footorioa 

a:1d tire plan'Ca . Tho OOGlrle+.ior\ •1"' th• C&r:..llli~atlon o!' & 

conat c!erable atr1tcn of the Ur'per EU • ~"' •·~Dt."'d t} ~ in­

l&Dd wa•4trwaya l,!&tSS w i® 01\Triel AD i.Jipcrtant rart Of 
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Oormany'• internal ~r&ffio . But it la alao a n indication of 

tho Lruodequao3 of railroad transportation , The Germ&n rail way 

ayatem m&J •&•in beoa.e one or the chief element• or diaaater . 

The l,uia aohed laq,e quantities or rollil'b atoo~ &Ad looo­

~tivoa from tho conquered eoun~rleo and have Yirtually inte­

.,rated the ro.i lwo.ys or ,,eatern Eu.ropo into o. ein&l& oyatom. In 

1943 Germany still h&d a n apparently adoqua~o number or l ooomo• 

tivea a nd surplue quantitiea or roiling etook . Seemingly the 

rdlroado have, in geMrd, been able to uet the eOGential de ­

..anda of the !lad aHi tary and oconoclo r~quire""nta . Sut , in 

opite of tho faot that all civilian traffic haa been drastically 

curta1led1 tnere aro many indications tuat , a.a in 1917-1918 , lack 

or t ranaporta.tlon hal prevented materials froo;t •·oo.ohin., ..• a.r plants 

and nas interrupted ~reduction scnodul•• · 

Eoro., aa in lotl81 tho apps.rent a1tu.at1oo :~&y be far rrca 

tt.o rt~al aitu.ation. In lo1.0, on pa,?or, tJle rai lway aya~e:n aeeaed 

to be in bohor condition tnan it had beeu in 1914; tne Germano 

had, in nwnbote., c.nor• locomotives Q.nd rollin& etocJC th.a..tl they 

had in 1914 . Yot Ludendorff himselr atbai c.t .. ~ tha~ the sorioua 

brtta,lcdown of tra.napor ta tt on was a major oau•• of th• oollapae or 
the l~>porial IIlli t&rf uohi"" . Toda v the Gerun rall- y syotea 

•.ae re-wor &dv&nt&~el than -i:1arir1,& uorld o&.r I . t.'hen the Naz1a 

plun6ed into war in 1939, the railroada , which had for oeveral 

tears been operatint_. under the: atree a ot what wa1 equivale nt to 

a wt.r schedule , wore no~ , &I they h.Cld bet~n in liil4 , io tirat-
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olaea 0011d1t1ou . Har proeunt f ar'-flun•, f r onts , Actua l and po­

'te.nti•l~ dovrive her Of lllllch of the &JY&atll£8 th.ut CO .t.fiao&ted 

o~oipmout rr~ oooup1od oountrieo ai ht otherwioo haYo given 

nor . ~d. unlike tho aituation of 191( - 1~18 , aaboto e in occupied 

cowttrioa hAs damat;od o.nd destroyed r.ouoh ba.a1c o.juip.,.ont , Aerial 

boclbi:as; d.Lr lag o.orlu n&r l did ao Olltntlal das..ate to the .er-

aan rail••-' s;rate.:a# bu.t d·...ri.ntra the preaerlt war .. rJU.u loooao­

tivoo tU>d rai l way contors navo provided choice w>d ou; tar&otl 

for deatruotion frcu t.t.a Air . A ncr.v l"Aol.vr novor • resent duriut; 

••orld ••r ~ 1-.aa bttea t:r.e a.~.ditional. l.oacl ?laced upon Corman rall­

"o.yo b; tho r;eneral d1a rupticn of the .ur=n oconocoic oyotem -

especially the ""'" mi~;ratiou oJ' industrial ,;opulation and tho 

relocation of ~~ iaduatry - rea~ltin rrOQ aerikl attack# 

'rile intense aeria l bombarchleu~ of .... rcauy dl11"in.; 1943 

ll.nd tho proapeota for ita increase during the co.ninc w.onthe has 

apeoded tienae.n efl'ort• !'or " str.ter1c relocation ol' thoir in­

duotry ><h1oh betan ill 1941 and 110.0 ra1•ldly accelerated in 1943. 

•inile an Luportant industrial area Jn the ..... ast# comvriling parte 

of Siluia, Sl ovakia , c;al1o1e. and lluntary has not .)'(1 t been 

reachod by ~oyal ~1 r ·orce and ~rloan ~ir rorco attaox . Al­

lied explo1tetion or air bases in J•.al;l will brir. this region 

within rooclt of oci'octivo borubiug. 

~eoau.;e of t111a vulnfi!J"&t)il1l.7 . .:"rQ.:..l 1 .aly. anotil.:lr 

Car=.an effort at atratet.,le relooat.lon or war iu~.~ aa .rioa alone 

13 

Regraded Unclassified



t:l,o 1"'"'t Danube ar>cl In tt• ·alkLto 1o alreadJ a f ailure . S"""' 

of tho important induotrial devolo~nta ruahod to coopletlon in 

tbio re&Ion <l•rin;, 191. 2-43 ru.., .. been attacl<ed or ahort1y will 

be . Mong ouch t o.rr,eta arc Lile la.rcoet aircro.ft eu !no pl~>nta 

in tturope a.t. uiener .,eudor tt" &.ad t.lae uocoud l•r r:eat asae:nbly 

plllllt for olui>1o -•nsine fighte r a at .. loner .. ouato.dt . Simi11lrly 

iaportant induat:r ial c.uvolopawnt:a 1.nolu.do IAA:t:J small aircraft 

plant• and ooao~1y aystema aoattero~ throu&h nuntary , 1utoo1av­

ia , !w..ania a;,c! Hal aria; the oil field• 01' Pol&no, Austria and 

HuntarJ ; and chomioal wo rks and synthetic in~ustrieo of I . C­

F'arbeu in tho lower De..nube Y&lley . 

(...erm.a,oy 1 I ~ potential &f"to r I'O•Jr ~MrS Of'" W&.!'" hal 

boon a t rained to r.no :u.toraoo t , and it is cort.ain th~tt ... oct ot 

the e1 .. tic1t, in nor nilitarJ econC~~Y h .... o ... diaap~eared , 

Overall indaotrio.l prod•lction in 1943, primarily &I a result or 
Allied bombir~• · deolioed from 10 to 15 peroont . Yet in aol!.a 

lino1 ,f ai.lltar j eaeentiAla , such aa N ghtor airorart, tan.lu , 

a.nll anti -airora.t·t and •nti - ta..d ,!UfU , production eiU r or&alled 

OJ" actuallf IIJrpassod thb.t ot• 19 ... 2 . vutstaudln..., 11 th& exa.n1le 

of aincle- oncina fl&r•tor airor..tt production. In lq42 , the .or ­

man l icn ~~oc~nd decided on a hoa..y oln1 le -ongino and twin­

ent,ino t~i~hter e xpanalon tor 1943 and 19~4 .-.nd l.ave auoh outp11t 

~he roitheat priority ratinr . ·rho ro oult hOI that in 194:S ,,o r ­

nan rl(nter •lrcra.tt t~rodu.ot.1on r oae noticeably. .hll aecca­

pl1ehirwtu1; , 1o"over 1 lhOuld be wei&htd •&ainat tlt lea at three 
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otr•r facta • (1) it was aooiond unly bt a aacrlfice or prodto ­

tion i t~t.t'wr t.,raea of edrore.rt •nd in ••••ut.i•l oonbwnur gooda ; 

(2) it ~aa otill insut'fioient to ,.uot tuo uoodo of tno t;eri!IAJl Air 

t'oroe Q specially 111.!3 contrasted ...-1 th tho e re a tor r &te ot o.iroraft 

produotiuu in tho United !.ationo 1 (3) because or tho A.'l>Or ie>atl Air 

Faroe attacks on aaae:bly plaota &nd othor t artota in ~~ air­

craft 11\duatry, durint ~.a latt4r part of 15M3. it .._, p.rocrea-

o1 .. ly l01 or than tno ocnod•>le pla.nnocl by tlw .,,._, flir;h Cc=.and . 

Tho draotlc effor ts re~,lred to ~>ild up fi&hter pro­

duction ror tho tlfllnrAn Air roroe are an excellent il lustration of 

the problem of .. t!Jw<tin& the G<tnu.n '!tar potoutial for 1944 . 

Oo r l11111ly o.t tho ond of 1943 is otill nblo to produce o.doq tate sup­

pliu ot' hie;h- grade war &ter lal !'or u lar~;o t.n o.rm,y o.a Ge nno.n 

r:umpowor can furnish . But an lno ro&ee in ono line oust honoe­

t'orth be paid tor by a correatJO:ldin lo1a !n anothor . H~r robbinc 

Pet.er t.lte Lasla can t.ti_l , for a 11m.lted t.b•, &iJ!J4tU to pay Faa.! . 

The overall lil:dts of VC1"111Ul war prod'..lGtion haYe already been 

roaot.ecl and paaaod, &nd under tue impact or aooel•rated Allied 

bo:nbln,. evou limit~~ incrouea in oorto.in fhldo M;< be oxpeoted 

to beoor.• ino reu Lu&l Y dil'fio Jlt . ol hetllur ltrat•tlc bo.abing 

oau totally de1troj Genna.ny • s ecouMio ayetel'l is not the point 

o.t ioouo . Certainl y inore..aod aerial lH> •bius will 10ul tiply 

the dlt'J•tc:.al Uea rae in~ v.rm.a.n la bot" ana oa•aae a decline in pro­

duction . doth or tn· se acoompllen..nta will ~k• markedly eaater 
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tlie m.ilit&rJ tet.a~a Involved in def•a t.iu,, the l•&&ia . 

II A NPOWt.:R 

J.'he moat se rious ef1"'eet ot' tho ~a_r upon the ,ez-ma.n 

OOOOoaiC IJitem to dato has boon the deltruotion of &n impor -

e:a. t part or .. rcany ' s canpower . Thia naa occurred 1u two waya -

direot and indi rect. DJ "direct M.ftJ•OWter lose"' ia ...oant that 

red lotion of labor which co~• fr~ ~e death, diaabilitt or 

Glilltary conscr iption o! ,;orkora. .ly "indirect wanpoi'lltr loss" 

ia .. -..ant thut reduction whic.~ eo•u frum ~:npori\TJ nne!'1!)loy­

munt or inel'ficiont ueo ot' labor . 

•h• i ndirect l o>O hots boea e•tt•~~&tud at 11, 500 , 000 

-•- montba for .La pe r iod JlWUAr - •ovolllbor 1943. lt results 

ohieflt f r oiij. ·'oyal Air :·orce and .A.:...urioau Air r~orce raide , which 

r~ve dea~royed factories , ~ohinor~. too1a , draft a~l· and 

houaea ; d1¥rupted ad2inistration and ~at ... nt; •cattered rec­

orda ; taro-n traneportation and c~untoatlona into confusion; cre­

ated e•nera1 alarm and oa~od tno evacuation of whole popul ations . 

Thue , "oll- oq;ani<ud SJllte:no havo beoom8 d11or gon1zod , In addi­

tion , individuals huve beoo~e the viotima or alee pleaanesa , worry, 

l.rld t'atit,:ue . tiholestlle absentoeie• artd low- grade perforJ!.ol.llce have 

1"ollcn4ed. This aubtr action of labor fr(.lal Ara:1y'1 war effort 

i• reflected uot ..Arel;r in a proport.iou•t.• d.ilainution of produc­

tion, but alao ia &QQ~ulatin tuerfioiency . 
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lndl reot t.oanpower lo:1a is , howeTer, amall compared to 

tho reduction of "'*DP<Mor br tho actual death of laborers . Air 

raids o.re lcnown to ht<vo killed """'>'• th)ugh eotimatea varr 

t roatlr . Tno ,,erman preu last su-er adiiUtted 4, 000 deatho in 

tho .;olor;ne ra ido or J,.,,. and Julr, and Z8,000 deaths in liamburr; 

a rew weeks later . iho$0 adz:a1asion3 have boon eatL...ated bJ aomo 

observers to be onl; b(),, or tne t r ue total. how tho.t the oaoual­

tioa of the autumn and w1ntor raids must be addod to those fig­

•~•• · it is likolr thkt tho numbe r of deaths directlr att ribut­

able to Allied air raido l"WUI into the hundredo of thousando , 

l1ot all theso w-ere able - bodied wor-er a ; b\lt •••o it allowa.cce 11 

u:ade for cuualtieo &IOOUf. the .Joung , the ol d and tho decrepit, 

enotho r significant looa of manpower has occur red . 

Tho Jn.nnpowur anorta.ge in Germany, however sorioua 1 t 

ma; bo 1n industry, to otil l more acute at it affec ts military 

re~•iroxents . It hao been estimated, at the present level of 

war c asual'Ciea , that oonalder ably mora c.en are peraane·ntly lost 

to tno ""'""'"" Ar"''f each month than are replacod from the inoom­

int r:Ulito.ry cla01 . 1hie ineooopable gap between ~oor!Nltl military 

loaaes and reoruitmcntu luu co:npel l ed tho 1Hui nl.,:h \..om."M.nd to 

"ocmb outu industr~; for extra roerulta ao4 t.o ret&.lu olde r and 

less efficient ... en ln the armed rorcea . ,.·urther proor of the 

aerlo:.aane .. a of t.ho al l!tary man:>ower ahortae,e 1a Ger=any' s dr&!'t 

or aoldie rs f r ca oe r t&iu or t.he satelli te nat1ona &nd the use of 

11vo l u..ctee rs" from acrHe ot' t.ho occupied oountrie1 und f rom Spain. 

17 
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In tM fitth JO&r or tM _,. t hio &r""'i~ inadoqu.acy or t.e,_,. 

manpO' .. r t o aoet •he eoaential daa&nda or tl.e al.Utar;r 1e the 

orux of a moat serious probleg for the Roioh. When the tempo or 

military opurationa ia stepped up, ao it Will be in 1944, the 

shortCir.o or military tl&.npowor Will threaten tho oapaoity of the 

Cercan A~ to continue offaotive rooiatanoo. 

<:-rery .,..n 'Idle ontoro tho o.rll,)' .. o.no one leu Gel"llUlll 

worker to r !lui industry. .'l"he adult ~~&lo labor wpply Ulong 

Corman oiti&eno nas proTed ino.dequate . In an otrort to oompon­

ao.to tor thia ahorto.go , laborers hA .. beon ond are being requi­

litiooed trom tne conquered oountrie1 . Yor exanple, about 

250, 000 Yrenoh workers are oonaoriptad oaoh year; and Italy, Po­

l and o.nd othe r conquered areaa provide additional labor . Tho 

moat reliable aatimAto or alion workoro currently employed by 

~ermkn induotry llea sooawhere between olx million and aoven ail ­

lion inoludlng one and one-haU" a1111on prilonera or war. SOGO 

Reich 1nduatr 1os now •~ploy more tor•ibnera than German•• 

Deapl~• reg~nt&tion and atriot auperY1a1on, hawever, 

theee dratted workers are not ao product!•• •• an equal number 

of ' •O ro.a.no would bo. !"no ver .f proooao of regimenting tho a­

ported laborers requires suparvisora. guorda and j ailers who 

mi&ht otherw1ao bo uaod alaewhero. Underground aouroo o indicate 

thHt the toreignera s ,tatematioally resort to elow-down, evasi on 

oabotago . In fact , Corman fe llo-w-worker• •ro reported 
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ao-t"-1 to Join with chea LD alowill& U;> produoUon beoauao 

tloey tear that a rapid t11Unc or ordera wl.ll r eauh; ill tboir 

own oonaor1pti<ll1 . lloroo-rer . the dread or thla nuce alien ole­

cant ae a potential "Trojan Horae• baa had a diatrubing offaot 

upon IU.A,Y C.nna.na. 

Tho uee of old and handioappod oen and of women and 

children in Cenaan induetry also offaeta 1001 of the loaa of 

able- bodied manpower . So likewiae, at laaat tor ahort perioda, 

do draet1o "apeecl-upa" in the faotorie a. How aany man- houre 

are thua ,uned cannot be guoeaod. That it 1a leu thell Cer=any 

Meda 1a illuatrated by a rooent prcpa,anda oupaign urpnr; Cer­

nao womeo. to imita~ ana~ woman by workin.e; in tho factories . 

Tho advantacee to be derived fr0111 tno eu,.loymont of ti•O old, the 

t•eeblo, and womon and children, however, are ~ounter-bala.need by 

the faot that theoe oatogorios of laborere are not only tho loaot 

hardy but are alao tno first to be •••ouated after air raida. 

In euob oaaea, they re3&in ce~orarily unemployed tor loll& per­

lode at a ti•. Bxpan.aion of too Cora&ll labor potential would 

tberetora appear co be poooiblo only throU&~> the dneloP""'nt of 

do-riooa and aoro effioient industrial organioa-

COJICLUSIONS 

1. C.rman oi'ri lian ooon~ ia auttorinr from critical 
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ahortate• and qualitative deterioration of oonaumer goode -- the 

result both of a rigid war eoon~ and of devastating air attaoka. 

2. Suoh shortacea and deterioration do not, how~ver, 

extend to essential war materiala1 at no point baa direct war 

production suffered a crippling blow, 

3 . German manpowdr loaeeo in industry and agriculture 

have boen largely offset by forei£11 l11bor which i3 l.owever leas 

et'fioiont and loss loyal. 

4. Ge~ mili tar 1 ..anpower presents the Ger.an Gen­

eral Staff with an insoluble proble~. 

5. Corman military a.nd civilian econo~ has reached 

and pAused its peak. Expanded production of high-priority JU&­

toriala can be effected only at tho lose of production of other 

essential typas . 

6. German econo~ ie ba.rely holding its own while the 

Allied war potential, especially that of the United Sta tes, ie 

inoreuing. lnaSJIIUch as .Ulitart power 1a a relatiYe thing, Ger­

man etrength may be said to have undergone a serious decline, 

which ie being rapidly a ccelerated. 

7 . Nevertheless, tho Gorman people are totally mobil­

ized for total war and therefore poa aoes an elenent of strength 

which hao not yet been achieved in the United States . Had it not 

been for the all-out 'lusaian and Britieh efforts , the discrep­

ancy between the intensity of tho Carman and of tne Aoerioan ef­

forts would be core strikingly apparent. 
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PART II 

P 0 L I T I C A L S 1 T U A T 1 0 H 

lfhataver the raaourca& at. lho o011118lld of the Nazis the 

tfftct1veneee with which they can be uo&d depends upon the ability 

o! the Genw~ Governaent to IIIIJ.At41n f1r111 poliUeal eonwol of 

GeMWIY and of the Mtellite and conquered countriea. To all in­

tanh and purposes the Gel'11Wl GoYtrna~nt conalota of the llatiaoal 

SocW1at Par~ o! which HiUer 11 tht oupre.., and Wlliispuud 

leader. On what solid or fraplo foundal.10111 does the power of 

Hi t l er and the National Sociolia~ Part.y rtat.? Are these founda­

t.ions boing, or are thoy likely in th• ia-.diate fu1.ure to be, 

otriouoly underained? 

Gonoruly speaking, tho power of tho GeMD40 Government 

in tho aat•llit• and conquered countries reeta upon sheer 

llilit.ary force . In Ger""":;, it roots partly on sheer force and 

pertly on active or peasi ve popular support. 

1. GEIIII.U COITJIOL OF S.lTEIJ.lTE AID COII~UXRZD COUII'rRlES: 

In the aa~ellite countries the govern.enta are naw1na11y iode­

pendtnt, and are oupported by .... 11ctiono of the people; but 

their support of Ce"""'Y ia the result. ti thor of German lllili tary 

occupation and preeeure or o! tho or1e104l conviction that Cer­

M.IIY would win the war. Now thnt GeriiW\Y soema certain to lose 

tho war, the satellite govcrn~~~nta aro l eas dioposad to coope.r<lte. 

The aattlliw otateo are, politically apaaldng, potentlu liab1l1-

t1ta rather than aa$ets; they sro 111 ready, at the first 
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Genuir· 
lD U>e emq....-.d cOUDtriea there are •!diad ow" gO't'or,..Dte, 

-• 'b)' •Qu11Uace• aDd • collebaratar•l" but the <morwhelaiqr 

•Jcrlt7 ot the people are bH.terlJ oppoeecl to Ge~ oeoupat.iOD 

...S coDI.rol aul a conalderabla •Jorlt)' are e~~p~ed l .D aou .. or 

pe11he raelau-. Suoll reelate,_ h .. &laa,.. oade it dlttloult 

tor Oerwu,J to e-...l tull.7 the ec...-le au! elllteey reaoureea 

ot u.. .. COUDtri" aul the d1tt1oult7 bee.,_• cr-ter -): b)' -"'· 

la all c:mq......S COClllt.rlea, e..D 1D U1Q' Lux..t.ourg, aaboteae le 

ooMteDt aDd 11 t-a1ac, ollll t.he IIDderll'O"'Jd 11 beooaine ...,.. 

acU•e and better orpDl&ed. ~~~ c:ont.rol ot corq"'red cOUD.­

tzolea b eUll ettectin, but a rreater atfort 1o heine required 

to a1Dtaln it. As aooa aa &117 ooDCe!'ted aotlCD 1o poeolble, thue 

OCIIlfttz'iea will be tranafoned 1Dto eablttored aDd dangerow1 eD&Ideo. 

2. STRZIC'!'I! Of TRJ: II.Ul PART! GOV!JUIII!:IIf lJ GERIWI!o In 

0~ proper, the ait•tioD le """b laoa aiJople. '!'be poorU of 

the co+6JW4t (that 1a, Bitler au! the i.uCD&l Sooi.o.Uat Part7) 

reate to a ...ob craater exteat OD aDU" or paael" pop>lar eup­

pan. lA 19))-)9, tha Bitler reel• w.a accepted bJ a M.jorit)' 

or tbe a...-.. people, laaa because or ita 1deologr tbaD beoauae 

ot ita aaldeftMDta. A Gera.n, 0 &JI OI'CIJ.nar7 buaiDea.-n, • reoent-

17 aald that 111 1933 be "went aloac• rlth BlUer • u1 the Matloa..l 

Sooiallet Part7 for tao reuou ohlarl)' - beoauae tbe ..., regbe 

ebollebed UD8aplOJMDt aDd iaprO't'ed buel .... proepe.r1t7 aDd be­

O&IIM it reetored Ger.JV to a poaltloa or preatip aD<! poorer in 

~~rope. a. had oot. b<lll890r, o P!'O'O"ed or the per .. cuUOil ot the 
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J ••• ' the clraa t.lo aterference in prl ft te bualneaa enterprise 

.,.. t.re pollc;y of acgreaalon in J!uroope, lie aa14 t.bat Sh1!!go l!ld 

not turned <Nt aa he •-tee! &Dd thot he ... no lcager 1B a;ya-

peth;y rlth Rltlor 01' hio pollcieaJ bat he aDd hia bualneaa bad be-

.... oo lntegnted rlth tho econOOlle o.nd politleel 11711tea that no 

oppoeltiao na poeolble fO!' hla. It io eo.fe to aay that tbla rep-

roaante the o.ttitwle of a great ..,,. Ge..-na, partulpa the •Jorit;r, 

duri"& tho pr-o-war period. 

In S.pteabor 1939 there • •• no arlted popular onthuaiau 

for tho war . !nthuaiaall for tbe war and for Ritler aDd the lie-

t10D&l Soe1al1ot Party, naturally a<Nntecl duri~ tho rapid and 

apecteculo.r rlctoriea of 1939--421 bat it declined in a rather not­

able n:r after the loea of StallQCJ'&d and lorth .u'rica. Tbooe 

rnerMa, together with the d1Aotroua bootblng of Geran c1tiu 

and the growing conwlctlon tho t Gera11,1 would not rln the eaay or 

coaplete rtctcry praol.oed by !litler, Goeri"i a a! Goebblea , haTe 

clearl7 given rlae to a widespread feellng of dlacourageaent, •war-
• Ml'ineso• and longing for peace. Tbo enth••d.aaa for !lltler and. 

the Puty whieb pre'nliled during the yaera of .. ay Tictory ia 1>011 

turnit11 to apathy and indifferenco. 

Bitler a a! the Ileal Pe.rty are well aware of thio growing 

diecaotent and dlacourago..,nt . Tboj buo atteapted to couoteroct 

1 t b)' propaganda; and Hi-.J.er, since hio eppointant ao IIi Dieter 

of tho Interior, baa adopted 1110re a:rote-tic and ruthleao aethndo 

of aupproooi111 oll monife atetiona of opposition. But 1t would ba 

• lliatal<e to ouppoee tb~;t the growl~ indifference to polltlca or 

the orlticiaa of Hitler and the Party haTo ao ;yet seriously iapaired 
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tbe PG"J' of tbe COYerllMn~ or ootabl;y oloored up tbe war effort. 

Tbe question which now ariaea 1o whether UDder continue<! aDd ac­

celerated AWed preUW'e, the desire of' the o.,...n paople to end 

tbe war will be autticient to unde.-.ine or deetro;y t.be pollUcol 

PG"J' o! Hitler aDd tbe National Socialist Part;y. 

). IS Til! NAZI GOVEIUIIEIIT LiltELI TO COIJ.\PS! FROII 

UITl>RIIAL ll!llllESSf Two general facta are relOYanto (1) there 1a 

at present no wide&pread desire in O.rllllny to get rid of t.he 

Nazi Gonr...,ntl (2) ouppoainc oueb a desire to e.rlet , tllere 1a 

no organi~ed power except tile Aray that could get rid of it. 

1.5 t.he war becaoes pW'ely clefellllha ~· great •Jority 

o! the Gei'llllD paople feel tbet tbe;y are worldllg aDd figbti.og to 

pre .. r<re tile mtional unity aDd the pollticd il>dependenee of' Gor­

-ny; and tbolt, bOOIOYer much tbey 110.y dislii<e tile Nazi regi110, the 

only way they can defend Cerll8ny and tbellSelvee at the preoent t ille 

is by support1q;: tbe existing goYe,.,_nt. They o.re pareueded that 

the defeat of Gerllflll;y aDd the acceptance of •uueooditionc.l surreDd­

er• would ean the destruction of Geru..D.T as e pollt.ioe-1 power .. 

But tbe7 have an additional fear of tbe Russians. J. Rusoi011 vic­

tory would not onl;y destroy the power of GeT118n,y as a state but 

would personally destroy vaat m.a_bers. or Gera._ne. Threatecad Rus­

sian repris<llo and degrading political subJection would clearly 

be far worse then 01lY continued su!.ission to HiUer and the Nazi 

Party. 

There is no conclusi•e evidence tbolt British and American 

boabings of Ge,...o cities nne ef'feeUvely weokeood t he genera~ 
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hold ot the -:ad l.ioverDJM:nt oo tho Gor"»>.,n people . The effeot or 

tlla -bin& bao \Jooa to 1Ateno1ty tho hatrod ot tiA b .. bed- out 

people L'or t ne Br itiah t.nd the Amoricane rather than to wetJcec. 

their ouj>.-ort or litlor IL'ld the ~&tioao.l Sooi&liot P&rty. 

But OYe.n it .. ,reat ll\a'ber or Germane clo11red to O'I'Of-

throw tho Hitler Government and t he ~•&1 Par~. it would be al -

aos~ 1Jepoa1lblo for thea to do 10 t.mle aa 1u.pported 'b.Y the A.rw:/• 

The Jational Sooialht Pe.rty (the oaly politioa.l party in ~r-

sany) ia •• ayatematlo. ingonio~• and oftioient art ortani&ation 

tor r8Gimentinr tne epeeoh and cond~et or a nation aa has eYer 

boon dov1•od . This or eanization is e ffootlvclJ control led by cwm-

bers ot tho J'&rty t.ll4 peroODI loyal tO it) and il 111pp0rted DOt 

only by tho ro~ar polioo, but bj t he Elite bU&rdo , and otpe oially 

by the O.otapo , a thorou.&hly armod and oquipped &f111Y ot nearly t. 

IIJ.llion MD• whoa• bu.a1noaa i't 11 to f e rret out a.nd ruthlea•ly 

aupprooa those ·.·mo by opoooh or conduc t exhibit &ny oppoeition to 

iitler or tM !lad Party, Tho rooult h that, h""ovor .,.oh any 

considonbl• ~;roupo of Genuno alE)lt wioh to get rid o!' tho ~lad 

rag~e, there is at proaent no po-s ibility of or8atinc an orean-

i&od pol1t1oal oppooition to t hat ond. 

The only or,t.Di&od ~owor in Germany that oould poooibly 

ovortllrow tba .lad fOYorlll!IOnt 1o tho Arrot• But the attitude of 

the bulk ot tne llrlV to tho load Pe.rty 11 d.U'fioult to dotoraino . 

T~o majority of tho ooldiors Are probably neithe r otronzly pro• 

Jta11 nor at.ronuly antl-!i~ui . txat .ore or 1• •• ne\ltra l or inditter-

eat . I t i.i a arc to aay , however • that :t~ro are thrO'J.thout the 
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~ ~ fautical lad aoldiera Uld Geatepo agelltl to detect 

Uld Cl1"ldll &IV' aeriou dia&!tectioa. 111 aey cue, the r&llk o.nd 

rue ot U.e ~ Ololl aoooapUIII nothiac unlell the otricere IJid 

U.e lip C-...1 take U.e 11litiet1ve. There b&Ye be8JI """3' stor-

iee ot dieJIOlt .. &Dd r1ft1 betwee tba liOI C!;<-IJndl(l Uld the laoi 

lMdere . Tbeoe baYe b .... hopet'ull,y eebed Upoll aQd exaccerated 

b7 aectiou 'Of the Allied public wbo dab to belie.,. that the Hish 

~? nc1, to aa•e itl own neolt, aisht sell Hitler out nnd take over 

political control or C<!rto!lllJ'". Ulldoubtedl7 111111 otrioere of U.e 

lip Cl>_ ...... ., baYe re&&rded Bitler as &JI WIOouth illt.erloper wboae 

deep ritt 1a to iDdulce in &II idle dreu which ie:nores the facta 

or the past aDd or the present. llan,y of tho hijlh Gerlll&ll o1'ficero 

are per80Da who eitAer aeaiated Hitler ill hie rioe to power or 

lorld lar I the Ceran 81£1> CCEW>d llban.1oa<ld ita tr...U.Uono.l 

alaotMae rna pol1t1c>e uc1, ill de'l"iou.ol.J' ettec>t1Ye n,re, becue 

&JI aoti..., political poeer. lb.Ue 1te political illtluence bee 

bee wperMded b7 that of the llasi Pert7, the Gerall generala 

Uld U.e laai leader• ahare a c~t7 o! Yiewa Uld tlll ident1t7 

ot belie iatereeto. Both gronpa f&ce the eeriOIIJI tbrea t of wu­

pilt Uld atrocit7 t.riala at U.e baDda of the Wioa. lui ot-

Uld 11P8terte, .,.t realiae that they ara all fOQII<!erillg ill the 

- b .... t . The Al.Uu are eqnall.J' deterainad to extora1nate the 

Regraded Unclassified



- - ----~ -- -. ------ --~---

• 

• 

• 

r:ad !'arty arul l'O deotroy the C..rsan J.ra¥ • So, by t heir own aot1 

..,d by t aotoro beyond their o011tro l, both a.roupo tind their tatoo 

llnl<od toeothor . 

Only in tho coot improba ble oiroumatanooo would tho High 

COIIEI&nd be likely to atton:>t to onrthrow tho !lad Gonrnment . 

/t.rJ.;t IUCh a tUmpt would in'9"Qltra the <ieetruotton ot the Geetapo, 

which 11 ~ot merely a police toroe with reYolYera in their hol-

atora, but an Army fully • '!uippod with tho iaplo-nto of 'f:I.T o ro 

OYerthrcnr d\e ~•ti CiOYen:u.ent at the pre1ent tiae would -.an oiril 

war and dMorali&ation of th& war ottort on the military t r ont. 

It Ia oxtre,..ly unlikely tlwt tho C..n:uu> Ar!O.y •oald co•.sid•r ao 

da1perate •n underta.Jd.nt under any o1roumatanoe' - ztuoh l ess when 

tho only thing it oould l ool" rorword to would bo unoonditiooal our-

render to the Allied armiDs . 

!U tlor haa &lao tichtonod tho bonda botwoon tho Party and 

th• Jttnlcerl and the big lnduetriallata . l:Ut'lftl~tr, ... Minister or 

tho Inter! or, ancl Speer, ._, Dirootor ot uar P.oono.y, ltA'9"0 'bo•n pur-

aui n& a poUoy or ohar inr. tne opoih by turnin' our to illfluan-

tial Junken lo.r&o ootatoo in Poland, OOCIO:>iod !!uuia, and tho Sal-

01111, and by f&Yor inc s~ &n::i&mOot an4 au.n1t1onl contract• only 

tho1o indu1tr ialiste who aro aombor1 ot tho ho~~n Goering oombino . 

Thi s policy is dooicnod to into&rato tho Junkoro t.nd t he bit: in­

duotrtal1•t• with tho Government ~nd to implicate them in tho goo-

or• l reoponstbility • 
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C 0 II C L U S I 0 II S 

1. K1Uer ud tllo ktloaal Sociallat Part1 huo 1011t a 

piOCI cS.&l ot tile poplll.o.r1 t:r &Dd preot.ige whicb tho)' 011j ore<! un­

til late 19.42, but there b 110 wideopre&d <liWfectioo or deeire 

to Oftrtbr.,. tllo ka1 GoYe,.,..11t. 

2. There 11, f'urthe..-ro, 110 organized oppooiti011 up-

ablo or OYerthrowing the go•orume11t and there is no goc<l reason 

to ouppooo that tile l.nq will att1111pt to overthroe it. 

), It io, therefore, extreael:r unliltel;r tho.t tbe politi­

cal CODtrol or Genoan)' b)' Hi Uer and tile llational Soc1&11st Po.rt:r 

will onllApao, or be ooriouol;r iJipa1rod., untll tile GerliM J.:nq is 

<laciaivel;r defeated or until an:r further attempt to defend Fortress 

Europe boo ... s hopeleeo • 
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PAIT III 

Ia 4boua11oc O.ra~~ --.a, it 1a ~~ac••toarT to 41-

aUIII'dolo loetor .. a the .-.1 MDM 1D IOidcb tbe •....S 1a uecl 

..S U.. • .,..me - 1D IOidcb lt 1a applicable to Ge....a lll.lJ. 

tarT pooo.r. llorUa, la tbe epee11'1o MD&e, 1a the 1r1ll t.o tlpt 

..S "aiat.. ID the..,... ,...raJ. MDH- aa- a an'e IIOr&l.e 

1a l"" or blclt, -"'• tberet>J that t.be et.ate ot ble t .. ll.Dc• 

ta ._,...SM4 or elated- --.le 1a ot llttla elp1t1...,.,. 1D 

1 lwrar7 Of t.be 4-..raeiea • 1 Jet, U!a t•o t7P&1 U"& DOt UD­

!'&lated. It teaz aD4 a M.ae or trut,..tion contlGDe to .o1111tl 

rl .. jMOpcw\1 ... , procluatloD of_,. •terlala 1r1ll. lag aJI4 t.ba 

fltla\1111 aplrlt ot t.ba &nle4 torcaa rlll be &e~n.-.•.1.7 attectecl 

IIII.I TARI IIORALI 

Ia the a...... &nle4 forou 4v1ar U.• laet elx -th• 

U.orre bu bMa a -.n.4 4ecllae 1D oootid•- of rlotar7. nw. 

•J.., epecitlc caue ot tbla 11 tha ... palgn 1D l!u.lala. A apirlt 

of defeatia .... -.mteetecl b7 ofticare captured 1D Urlca, but 
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Wlw•"" .J 

Ntbllcl<a 1A tbe lledi~ U...t.re ban DOt baeD u 1m­

parable bl .. to a.r.... aorala. DUo1Dlohe4 cCIIIt14ence 1A rlotorJ 

bae bllea oh 1 o..t el.oewbere, 110t.obq ....ac co.pt......S ...-rt .. 

-e no ..... ccaaciowo or t.be fall\11"1 or t.be ll~t Olllp'tp, 

and.-. capt.......S arlet.aro no were ....... or t.be ... uun weak­

.... or tile Ger'aall .lir .......... P'-.ra of a HCoad f'rcmt ban la­

C ..... Iecl dooabt.e of rlotorJ. Ultbataq fact.oro ncb u t.beN are 

oert.aia t.o ban oorrod1ilc atfecte "" the Go..., ll'1Q", eopeolallJ 

1A new or contimaecl r.t...ot and det .. t "" the lbiaoian troot. 

The lfllr'!'eDder ot wbol.o aralea at Sta.l.l.Dgl'ld and ~oia 

8D8\ ba 1otai'J)f'lted 1D the l.lght of the biatorle tact that be­

WilD z .... 1A 1806, and Stal.lDgl'ld DO Go ...... uait • • large ••• 

eorpe Wftl' IOIIr'!'eDdel'ecl ill the c_.ae of bll tUe. 1lba ta.,.r baa baeD 

tile decl.lna 1D ael.t-cDIItldeoc. OJ>d tlght1..: aplrlt of the Gorw.D 

aoldlera, bowenr, there lo "" erlde110e that the bllalc dloclpU.. 

ot the Geralll ll'1Q" baa heoo lapa1red. lD new of the obortage ot 

a1ll ta1'7 -...power t.Dd i.DereaeiJ>c . .lll.led a1ll tU'J pr.u111'1, 1101'0-

onr, th..,. will ll»rltabq bll a detarloratlon 1D the qWlllt;r of 

the 0....... ar...t toreea. 

Reporta of air attaelco OD Gor..D cltlea ba.,. ""'lllelltlOD­

ablJ disturbed sol.dlero at the troot OJ>d will do eo 1.-aiJ>cq. 

During the •-r of 194), bow..,.r, the fl&bU..: lieD retal..d 

cCilfldeiiCe 1D the oOOllldneoo of the b- fl'ollt • 
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Ia u.. O..a l1r raree u..... b .. liMa • aoti-llle 

«eteri .... tioo la pol'8o-l, oopool&ll:r oo U.. ... terti ODd 

Wlt.orNMoa t'rsto, oad o 4MllJIO 1a ooll-oonf'idonco ODd 

oaroaaiftDOaa. Tbia b ......nr..cs b;r roporle ot or«on ~iDe 

u lapr-Dt la tlptiJtc apirlt o.ad tbN&t.i.Dc Nd.U- 1D 

"'* o.ad tM MII4111C ot pUoU to U.. llanl.u tro-t. !lie aor-a 

Ur ,._ 1a UblJ' to enek w-...r lt ia torood 1ato aJor 

bat. tlo 11C&iDat. CJ'M t. od4Jo, aa 1 t woal4 be b;r I.DnelOG fr(a U.. 

... t. 

C I V I L I A I I 0 R A L I 

Aaoac chil.lam, &lao, a alpitl- declil» la faith 

la dct.ar;r wu poroeptlble durlJic the •- ot l'M3J oDd, u 

with t.11o ...-..cl tore••• the -t. bportaat •lacl• cauae wao U.. 

,.... 1.a Ru111ia. Tbe Geran people b&Ye aot be ... ...... ot U.. 

-tiatactar;r renlta ot U.. 0--t. cupaipJ aDd propqondiat.e 

haft a...,c .. atull:r diecouat.od t.be eerl-•• ot the Ita.lian d._..cle . 

How ... ar, the Oeran ~·· aDd radio haft bala -bl• to deloi7 or 

dlapbe t.be tact. that ~ 1a beiiiC 1llcraalllacl7 loolat.od 

aDd beeiepd. IDdood, 4eop1 to oporadJ.c pr<)Gooo ot eecret 

-pou aDd re}ll'loala, the Jl&a1 leadore, lz>clQ<llac 81 Uar, haft 

f'rukl:r adait.t.od that the ort .... ift ora 1o at u aad &ad that 

rl t.bdron.le fr(a terri t.Griea IIDIIer Go ran coot.rol are t.o be 

upoct.od. 
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-.JU~•. 11l~~~a1nec1 air at~olt, oopeo1all7-

boolb1Dc b7 U.. IIDJallir Force, .,..,. HrftCI u a nopeatecl alld 

terrlf;riDc .-J.Ddu UJ.t UJ. ~D llOMlaDd itHlt DO 1oapr 

1e aafo. Of the cliaorpnidD( noaul~ Df -·· attaou frca tho 

air aDd their effect 1ll accentaotillc o1YU1an Ula, U..no 1a 

at..Mnt ~at~7. UntU tho at~r part of the •-r of 

1943, U.. pe,-cboloc1oa1 roapoDH 1ll boolbe4 aroaa appears to 

ba'n boon- the - ae that obaerrod earlier 1D ErlglaDd -

_1,., a at1tfOD1D( of the rlll alld aD 111CJ"00ae 1ll batn4 or 

tho .... ~. !be pa,-cbolocical efrocte or the unpenollelecl attacka 

OD BaaburCt lloor~t liai>D'nrt aDd other citi .. duriDC the ate 

.,_r and earl,. fall oaDDOt ,...t be ~ .. INl"OCl, but boolbl.D« 

ot t.lde scope and 1DteDe1t7 1e alJoud;r procluciac a aitD&tiOD 1ll 

which fear &f the CODBOQIIODCeB or CODt11luiac the war 1o beOoaiDC 

greater tb&D tear of the COilSOQIIOIICOI of dof ... t. And the quoeticm 

roai.Da ae to tba ab1ll1.z of the c;.,....,. people to oarr,. OD the 

oar noprdleoa of their ;am to do eo. 

!be duc•re inherODt 1D the baabiDC of a..--.. c1t1aa aDd 

0....... 1Ddutr,. ba ... been parceind 1>7 the lao1 ~are. !bo1 ban 

BOUf;ht, b,- propapt>da, b7 tho atrootiYO orpnisation or noll&f alld 

b7 the iDOU tutiCD of 1ncr...•iacl7 rigid controa to •iDteiD the 

WaU org&JlisatiOD ragardloea or the state or the poblic IliAd. 

Tb07, theuol. ... a , ba" said, " Tho 17stea or WatioD&l Sooi&liaa 

baa been dnieecl for the nry purpose of -.ldng a repetiUon of 

1918 aposo1ble - that 11, to -b ..,nle MspeD&&ble.• 

32 
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Oa tile ot.ber bull, tllere .... lbite \0 h-- ...s-.. 
!lie• 'baft DOt ,.., ~n r.~, but the O.ran wUl \0 Nlht, 

'""lrMdT INIIJeoted t.c ~· ..-~au .... ettH\ or ,_... ot 1\r&lD, 

h ~\ oer1a1a \0 'ba broken u the roenU ot in\enaified ... 

k-M ... Uld t'aM.IIor def•te .. laat, at -· Uld 1a the air. lli 

a\taeb 1a pu\looalar wUl ban ...,... -.....uu. etteote 11paa 

ei't'ili&m Ulan a!Q' ou..r fora of .ui\u7 preenra beept l&Dd 

tipU,. within the Oeran lu-laat 1teelt. !beNtON, the 

conu.w.d Uld &Ooalerate<l aerill boeb&rdeent Of Ga.-..ll;r 1e ... 

oential to &n ear ll.r rlctory. 

rr- the toM of •st propep.Dd& &nd or 81 tl.ar' o 

1&\eet. epeeobee, ~ c&n be DO dCGbt. tllat. t.be c:oot1deuce of 

t.be •c1 l~ra 1n rlotory hu aha.rplJ' decllM<I. the expre .. 1.,.. 

"•beD .. rln" bee ~n npl&c:ed b)' 01t" lo .. ,• &nd there uoe 

tr.q..nt. roferanc .. t.c the blZI'IlifiC of brldcae &nd •ot....~ 

tbroacl> f..r.0 Hiih l.lllad pollc;y, hownar, 1M'N8 thU DO 

loophole of ucepa. !bU'e h to be DO npaUUon or the war 

cria1Dal " t.ri.aJ.e0 t.Nn1t7 of the r .. t.b&\ followed World Wu I . 

lie- their obrloua pol1c;y ia t.c LS.nut';y othera rlth thaaaalne 

&nd t.c -.b their own rate ·- 1noe~bla !'rca th&t. ot the 

Qeran people. tbe cb1af ks1e wUl ficht. to 'tb• eDd lilt• 

cOi nat.S NUJ the;y will c:.,.pd the nppart or the lMd.r1 ot 

t.1oe ....., aDd 1Ddutr;y ... t.u the •DIIJ &nd t.he:r •111 b)' propap­

aDd terror aint&in coo\rol ot the •uea of t.be paopl& • 
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ALLIID PROPAGAIDA 

8J brca<loaata , l .. n.ta, oDd tho proooom-nta ot Ullod 

leedora wo ban att.eaptod to lllldoraino tho Gorao will to reailt. 

TeatilloDJ ot prieoaera ot war ob.,.a that Ullod brca<lcut.e ..... 

beeri b)' an;t in GoraDJ ud ill tha oceupiod torr1 t.oriea , ,.S.epi t.e 

o..,.re ponol.tJ.oa tor "blaclt-llet.en1DC•" Sonnt:r aUlion lo&rleta 

droppocl b)' o11r plt.Dooa appee.r to ban bad .... orrect in the <le­

ollllinc raith ill wiotor;r. 

On the other bud, the t.era 1 aDCODdit10Ml ...,....ado~-• 

baa boon a"'-<<l;r •lllpulatod b7 Propap.nda llilliat.er Goabbela. 

He baa aOQgbt, with apparent a\ICeeu , to tri&:bt.en the Go~ 

people toto bellnilll the t the all1ea ..... pl• nn! 111 t.o -It 11p 

tbe1r .,..uon ud ut.erainat.e thea u a people. Bllt a11J .~.111M 

atot.e .. nt of & pollo;r or l .. aer ..... rity WO\Ild liM l t &elt to 

a aiaUar diatortion. ADd aa h de.onst.ratod in tho Appendl..lt, 

the Go~ ba,... eo protitobl;r <liet ortod tha record of 1918 •• 

t.o •ke tbaaaelYea leaa Ylllnarablo now than thon to pa;rcholacical 

w&rtare. 

C 0 I C L U S I 0 I S 

{1) COII1'1donce lD nctor:r baa .S.r1111t.el:r decl.iDod 111 

the Gor.an araod rorooa , bllt t'lmcSuieDtal dioolpllne baa booll M.iD­

toinecl . Sarioua det.erioratJ.on 1D the .lno;:r' a will to tl.&bt 11 

eont.lncent on t\lrtber a1l1 tor:r de tao t ud tbe . .. ltenln& ettecte 

or interior replaee .. nta • 
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• (2) J.-c oh1Uau, ooo!idenoe in rtotor7 bao de­

oUDtd - -.. than 1n tha UMCI !orcea aDd a-ral .....ale baa 

det.rion.ted, bot DO\ en<JIIIh u ;ret to cripplA the war effort. 

()) ao.binc bao alrea4 ••keDtd tha will to reeiet, 

but it la t.prob&ble that the o.r.n h._ h-ont will oollopM 

prior to tba •pri"C of 1944, uo..tD& that JJ.lled preooure ..-1 ... 

onl7 at it. preHllt 1 ... e1. 

(4) Howner, 1ut.no1t1ed -•• -bt.,., ca.b1Dtd w1 th 

aQCOIIIful l&Jid illv&oiOil durt.,. the COIIrM of llhich a -Jar pol'-

CIJIOII of tbi ltolaolallO OD the .. ot.rll f'roDt, will l'IOuJ.t in till 

diarupti011 ot the lui reci- aDd the colla pee of the Ce~ IWich. 

:so 

~==~~~~~~~-&~----~~==~-
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PART I'f 

T R I M I L I T A R t S I t 0 A T I o I 

Durinc t.M pa1t rU"teen -tb• Gera.o;r bee loot t.M 

iAitiatift ca laDd, at aea aDd ill t.M air. Her aerioua rnerae1 

at StallJIC!"Id IJid in lortb Atria& haft w..Uoecl her war potential 

a Dd dasrb..S bar or strategic poeitione or priaey illportulce. 

h air-sea teea baa ra110ftd tba threat t.Mt t.M •w-riDa llicht 

decide tba war h7 diarDptin& Ulled c-'.C&tiODIJ •• ill 1917, 

the IJ-bolt bll rau..s to atl.rft Britlill ar ~nt the lbi~t 

~r•-• ot .taeria&D el<peditioDIJ:'Y rarcea IIIII J.Mrle~n auppllea. 

the led1 taJ'J'e.liMJl baa bean r.-opeoecl to Ulled abippiDg IJid, 

daapi te a"-1 tted ditricul ties , tba IIUl'anlk route to Russ ia ie 

still in ,... IIIII 1e bee~ lese a.11d lees bszardOWI. Tbe 

prlleurtl or "'&1<>-J.MriCID air poeer baa COilpellO<l tbe diftraion 

traa Ru""ia to the West or I!Ubetantid mabera or planee which 

were deeperat.el7 ,.eded to eupport grolllld opera tiona apiDat. t.be 

Red J.n7 aDd apiDIIt Allied rarcae 1D tbe lledi terranean. 

Tbe threat or rieillg Ulled air_,. haa t1Jl"t.ber in­

hibited GeraD etrategyr Clera.o;r ClllllOt shorten bar Unee 1a 

&"17 tbaatra l eet b7 eo doing eh• ;rield to ua air baeee trOll which 

" can intenaif7 the att.eek agaiDIIt her l.aduatz7 aDd ber citieo • 

• 
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She 1a tberefare ccapelled t.o defend the whole of • rortnee 

Jarope,• with the illberellt llilltuy U.bUltiee of cmora:tended 

f'JooDta ud or pollel .. lloetla peoplee . 

OD the other lleDd , GerMD.7 hu thua fer -ted the 

eetabUelwent of a •Jor hoot ill Weaterll lurope. B7 COiltrol of 

thoa entire Atlalltle --r« h-oe the Worth Cape t.o the J7renaea, 

GerMJ~T doodaa to the AUlae a oae..,.. laoe et operatloaa 8\ICb aa 

the Ullited Stataa alld Br1.ta1n had 1D Franca in 1917-lll. Daapita 

ba' affCII'ta at .. uoa&l. rnift.l, Prance 1a uot at preaallt a fa-ctor 

And the letbarlande, DaDaJ't alld llorwa7 wbicb in 1918, ae 

lliUt.nJ.a f aernd t.o protect 0011' - nanta IU'I - ill the h&Dda 

of tba eDIIIJ. 

Ill opl te of di....,trouo renraea on the lluaaian ud 

llac!i terro.llean f'JooDte, there baa ae 71t beall DO breach 1D the 

Garan dafenaa 11• in Europe. 1'be nightara of the Geran 

eimiltanaoael.T oo II&T8l"l.l. •Jor fronta - will bee_. a reallt:r 

onl:r b7 larp-acal.o 1Dftll1011 et Weaterll luropa. Sueh ,.,, in­

noiOD will imolYe coopllcatecl and oootl7 "triphihtows• 

operetlODI &pillet etro,. mtva1 poeitiODa , -rll:r 1'crt11'iad 

1n depth. Tbare 1o tbarefara reaaon to halllft that Anglo­

AMrtoen ca.ultlao in 1944 will aeeu. the propart1o1111 of the 

laot wer, wball, t.o cita a atncla IXUiple, the Br1.tioh loat 

-
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• 1ixty thouaanc! CleO on tho i"irst day o! tho Bat t le of tho Sonne 

(1 Ju1J 1916) , 

In oslo sonae , hO'>O'ovor . an invaeion of Ti'oatern Euro~ 

alro~dy hAG t~~n place -- iu the air . Indeed , for trA fi r s t 

tin:.o in a oont;;ury fUld f\. quCl..rter (if •flo oxcl•1do unimpor tant ox-

oeptiono) tho war has boon oarriod to tho Go~ honoland itself. 

~ero•n soil has b•~n dovnat~tcd and ~rm.n oivilians killed and 

maln.,d, eo that tho Gort:La.n people now undorata.o.d., as they have 

oot underatood since tho da!IS of Nll.polooo .. that war ia not a 

one - wo.y atreat . Although tho eon blockade tuu boon l e as o t.'-

reotive than \twas in 1914- 18 (because Garmany nas accosa to 

the roa:our c e a of all Europe ) tho air bl oclo.de zsook:s to achie ve 

• much the .samo end : to ~.,privo tH,rrna.ny of tho power to continuo 

res istance at tho f r onts . -~~ric&n str ategical bombine has 

wro•.Jght very s evers - - a.lthou~h by no moa.na c r itical or d &ciai'lfe 

dMl.O(;O to key Germru> ind.,etrial inatallt.tiono. The Royal Ai r 

Force ~ by night Area bombinc, has dovaatated or destroyed tho 

" ereat tndua~rial citioa of BAmburg, Dusseldorf , Col ogne , Han• 

over , ~orlin, and other&. Royal Air ?oroe nttacks have killed 

or wounded hundr ods of thuuaands of .itJrruut oivllian.a (includiO.C 

worker s ~oso.lttal to tht.1 war effort) ; diarupt.,d conrt•.mioat ionG, 

public aervioes, k'ld ad.Diniatrat.ion; r oode rod lililliona of peraona 

hooele aa aod compelled otnor ntllions to live in ooneoat$d quarters ; 

r~duoed the produotton aud productive oapaoity of Yit~l induatri~l 

ateas like tho R-lhr ; spread roar, ; rief and despsir thrO'Itghout 

r.ermsny. 
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a-n... , I ...... -- - a _, ,.,. ..a tban tlla 

lr.lt.ta ,_ Ia .,...u""" nab u t11a tooo attaea • ball ud 

....U.. .....UC plaaW at SebftbtWrt _,. baft ..........., .. ..,... ...., 

81pltiean.....,. to u.. a........., potaaUal, lltlloaP u.. 

.._. .1.11' r-,.. bad a ..t iDIIreaM ill f1cbt.... ot.rtiQCtll 

~ 1943, oponu- ot t11a Jl!&tltll a.S Fitteeat.ll.....,... c­...,.. .,..,. p•-- O..D111111aotl7 n:.. -u"" ~oel .... tao~ 

jS'G1111ot.1oD .......W.a or t11a ~ ud tn-"111• 

ud to t11a euppcr\ ot a.-.. uwtea. Wi t.boiJt ad.oquato flcht.R' 

at.rqtll Cleraii,J -t. •-aat'lol4 reotat i.m:ftaiCD, 8hl 11 

tllR'wt..,.. - 1 t 1 DC bar t11ht.R' a-..gth, principally by ot­

terlal _.,_ J'¥11ota- Gilly wbell t.c.bil>c atta..U o.re 4ireot.ocl 

at tarpta .S..p witllia O..ll _,..,., 

eo.b1aecl opontiOill ..,uaat tile PloeoU oll illetalla­

u .... , tbe SebftiAIWrt u4 otller ball bMr1J1c plaata, a.S t11a 

Oe.-. ai•~ tllht.u' plaata bus couUtutod U.. ...areat 

toc.bl."'': ~ the7 llhift¥4 by oarl,y ..,_ber a Hl'iOU 

\brat. to tlla Yltala ot \be Oolnall airpla• 1..sa.tl7: llt.... 

u .. _Vol, dayUatot beeN"' _ .. u.,.. ~~a ... 1JIOJ;ada4 uonc 

tWJ' tarpto oaq- (.lalabur&) ot tile t.pcrtallt 1utaU.UOftll 

t.llat. l'lqldft "'-P pnat.r.U• at.~. .lo a l'tlnl.t, til...., baa 
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.._ o•U_. roo: Ulj ot a-a eil"ol'&tt aad o\ber ... ochooUoo, 

wiU. - ..a!Uoaal. -tp!R lo7 - p1allta 1D eutera aad -u..no 

&Jr:S.e aorop.. ~. •• • renlt ot leNo,. larDed !rca 

.... u.r ettaol<a, aal lo7 u.. tint etreet1w .,.. ot roeteta, u.. 

Gua •• 11aw • a o01d t11a erreeuwno•• ot t.bo1r tlcbtor .set-. 

._ .. o~ooift taat ot t11a lllU.Ota atteeta ot etreta(1c 

~bt.JIC baa )'rl 'bMG ..... • 

The .._lean ~ ottnaiw apiut Clel"MJJj aboul4 

pia -- dwiJic 1944 boo•- ot eert&1ll ,.. openUoeal 

tae\Grat 

1. Tlob.Doloeical. dnelos-onte baw reduced tbe basarcla 

ot fl71nc aad u.. t-cc'lll'aoi .. or bo.bhlc UDder w -\her 001>­

d.it.\-• 

2. l -aed l.oac-ra ... fichtor ..... teeU011 ~MI 

to red,.. tbe etteou ... -aa ot o.r-.. fichtar 1ntercepUoa. 

). A nllotaAUal s...cr-nt ot t--.\Gr -·· 

a.lreo4J allotted to tba licbtb IIJid fittaeut.h Ur ,_ •• w1ll 

puet ..,t oolj • -h -tel' .. 1cbt. or attaok INt. rreatu 

tlesibt.llt7 1A operaUoaa. 

4. A cr-Ui 1Doreued- ot ....U•• rr. 

It&lloa ..... w1ll ~1 ~a....., Ur Force to apnad ita 

tleh- det-• &1111 ahoGld lead to U.. deet.Not1on of Tital 

t.arcwt.o (eepeeiallj 1A tba Geran airnntt 1al111tr)) wbicb ,..,. 

Mt w1Uo1Jl aUetao\Grj operational ....,.. ot U.. Br1Ua Ialea. 
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bewtbod Ollt or t}~ W&r witn.ln. ~ho nex t t n.reo IIOntha. It t ha 

t,vrma.a at':fled f'o r oa a ar-e to bo oruahed in t he Ofta r futu re, a. 

IUO 'OO IIf'-..d trwo.a\on of the continent i t 110 0 0111..1"}' • ln &.1\Y 

oaae , tho Al11oe ara oOtulli tted to 1uoh a n of f enai ve for po-

litioal , a a well &a mili tary, r~aaone. Taotioal ~bin& ~nd 

aor1 a l tro~d aapport, pra liadnary and 1no1dental to 1uwas1on# 

Air l'oroo to --~aist t.he coabin.d at r 'or co a or the Oni ted 

St.•t•• ud GroAt Britain. tt i• a lno.t corWo tn.t in euoh a 

t:e~t Ul~ t.nne.n Air For oo wi ll bo d r i .-oo fraa t.ho 11de a . I n 

th.a t ovont CortllAil iudust'r y anti (ienu.n oi tie a Ylill bo oxposed 

to oompl• t• doatruotion by Alliod bombint • 

CONCLUSlO~S 

1 . ver&aJJJ h•• loet t.ho atratet:10 initiative . Becaus e 

drawale to a~3rter linea or defo~o . Sho avst atand or r all on 

hor ability euccaaaf"ully to rea1at. IIUl l~Yaaloa or ·•eatern 3\&ropo . 

z. ~nuny Ma t4.0t yet, hc.-eYor , aot &D.¥ i rrop"r•ble 

dofoat on tno lOJ>d or in tr>O air by tho ond or 1943 • 

• ..... 
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S...U. .,..u_ ....,_.., U.. -u.at ot Jwoope. 

'· o. ot u.. tln\ oo.eq•-• ot .-11 ope ... u­

rill. .. \0 ,....lplto\o a .S..blw '-Ule tor aoatrol ot tile air 

- ... '-- ......... , wlt.ll U.. Nnlt.l .. clee-U. ot all ar 

.. peat. pan., u.. Oenaa .u.r , __ 
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.f.PPIIDII I 

I 8 ! I I I I .f. f .f. L I D .f. I .f. L 0 0 I 

BITIIII 1918 AID 1944f 

b ll1ci..Jul7 1918 the a....... of!oa.aift operatiou ill 

rr..- ......, atoppecl o.Dd the Allied umoo t.oo1t the 1r>it1atift. 

Ibn the "lllallebarc I.i.De0 wu breached lote ill S.ptnlher it 

no rricleat to the lllied l-er• tb&t tho nr bed tuned cle-

•• a aurpriao. lq..J.lr aarprial.Jic waa the auheeq1>0ot c_.eo 

of ......,te wldclo oulii1Datecl in a c;......, ...-.o1ut1011 (IOftaher 9) 

aDII the ........ DIIor or the Ge.--.o arll1oa OD lo ... aher ll. 

1'bo -r ot thh aaexpeotecl O.....D collopoo 1o oo 

a harp in the II1DIIo of both tho Ge.--.na o.Dd tho lll1oo the. t, 

with CleJoaq faol.Dc tho prospect of o-..n cr-ter lliliterr prea­

""" thaD 1D 1918, the queatioo 1a conatently hei.Dc &okecla will 

1918 ...,.at 1\ael! 1D 1944! 1'b1o poeaihlo &Dal"'J' baa aopged 

.... or the heat. ottart.a ot 1ntell1c•oe• off1cora of the ara.cl 

!oro .. ot the IIBi\ecl l&tiou. GeraD puhllc op1D1on hu been 

eo pert.mohecl Oil t.hia -tt.er that Geran o!!1c1&1 propo.plllla baa 

apeat & coocS part. of ito effort in pi"'rlDc thet. tbaro ie DO 

po .. thlo ~ he-n 1918 &IIIII the pro .. nt eltuo.ttoo. Hoe 

aOIID<I, tbn, h t.hio &llopcl &Dalogy'? 
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ECO!IOMI C ALLY 

Eaonoaico.lly, Geraany in tho autUIID of 1918 W&S in uori-

oua, non desperate, pllt;bt. The b1ookade maint.ained by Allied 

soa power for tour year• had depri vod Geraany of o.ll imports 

fro. ovAre&as . Aa long a& German 4rmies occupied the areas de-

tacbod fr0111 Ruooia by the Tnaty of Brest-Litovsk (llru:ch 1918) , 

• 

that 11, thO Baltic States, Poland, and the Ukraine, 001110 food 

supplies could be obt.ained; but the omounta r ecei ved fell far 

short of expectations, and by tho autum of 1918 , tho German 

people were getting along on v&I"/ slim rat i on& of food, clothing 

and fusl . Tho ration in Berlin was only two-thirds of noraal 

require•onte, and the average weight of the Genoan population 

had doclinod 2~. 

Cerma.n;y bad usod up her re serves of textiles , was abort 

of rubber and even aborter of oil. In the production of ateol 

and tho aanutacturo of JI!Ullitions of all kinde she was far be-

hind the total effort of Brito in, France and the (fni ted St ates . 

In l at e 191.3 the economic position of Geraany io, by an 

absolute stonderd, better than in 1918 . Tho effects of the Al-

lied blockade have been to a conaidor&ble extent neutralized 

by Germany' o conquest of the larger pert of the European con­

tinent whose industrial and agricultural output are now in the 

service of Hitl!tr ' a wsr machine. The foOO f'ituntic.n i,~. not 

aerious - the general r ation being &bout tlalf as large again as 

twenty-eix yesra ago . The Gerllllll diet is "onotonous, but it 

-
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appear• to lie ~-te &lid .-t u ettaot.iw 111 ~ariao •• tao 

Jboit.loll. I\ 'a7 alao lie DOted tllat. tao • ......,. hl&lt.ll ot t.lle 

Genua ~ 11 lletter t.llall in 1918, eo tllat. t.lla pbJaioal pow­

oro ot roalot.uoe are Cl'llte!'• Bot.ll tuol ODd text..Ueo, wllUe 

DOt e'baadallt, preoe11t leoo ot a problla t.llall in 1918. 1D rubller 

ODd oil, tbanko to 1711t.ll•t.ic proceoMo, tao a.ra.. reoou:rc .. ap-

ln raw •terial• ao a whole. OD17 ill coppo,. ODd certaill otee1 

allo71 1a tlla poai tiCD reall7 •ttcht. • The go ural product.! on 

or a...-.. hal- ·-t reduced ln 1943 •• t.lll rooult ot 

lM*>!oga, &lid ot.ill greater reduction can lie axpocte4 •• tlla 

ren1t of our otepped-np -iog prograa. In opita, boorenr, 

ot t.lle appareatl7 ~uato pooitioo or tlla t.ranoportation o70tea 

t.llia •7 nll lie, aa it. reall7 n o ill 1918, tho aoat. YUlDerable 

factor ill the Ge...an •c-c-4ilit.arJ otructure . !Nt, •• ot 

late Dec:ahlr 1943, tbore baa not been • sutf1c1ent 1apoU..nt 

or a......• ..... prodQCtiOil to -1<1 the c:e ..... GOY ...... Dt ODd 

0.. tbe other bend, tba total prod'b.ction ot the United 

lationo todo7 1o tree two end oDe-halt to t- tiaeo greeter thaD 

that ot the llllee in 1918. At the -nt the eoo~c analOCJ 

•-• 1944 111d 1918 1a aot oowod1 bu.t. tha 1oocar boetilltleo 

latlou &lid Ge.-.aD1 be - 1a terao or 1918. 

P01.ITICAL1.I 

Polltoall7, tbe oltuatloo in 1918 wao relot1 ... 17 staple 

-
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~ wae a cooeUtuti.-1 ~~ tbe eucutin co••• nt 

... a&rried on '117 tbe 1aperial obanceUor, no eaa a ppoillted '117 

the laperor a!ld r .. pondb1e to b1e. tbe ~iehotac , tbwcl> elactcd 

'117 lminraal anbood nrh'ace and poeeeoeinc CODtrol of tbe pab­

lie parae, -.de little ettect1n .,.. of ito power. Thoucb not a 

dictatorobip 1n the CIIM'ent aenee ot the word, tbe G..--n Clonro­

..nt -• t-ntaUy autocratic . Bolt there al8o exietcd .. u-

•taco and in 1917 Mftral or tbe parti .. coetdned to pue a Reicb­

etag reao1nt1oo d•Jlnc rlth peace terlll! which waa at nriaoce 

rlth the rlewa or the iaperial gOftl"IUI:ent . In addition, the Ger­

•n pre a a waa coepara tinly tree a!ld did , 1;; raet, often eri tiohe 

the cOYer,..nt. The ordinary eirll ricbto ot peraOM.l ~""'• 

.U tboagb the appoint.ent of Hi !ldenbnrc and Lnde!ldortr to tbe 

ll1cb c-oo ot the Cleran arliT 1n 1916 bad led to the ee-

tablbhMnt of a quo.a1- llilltary dietatorahip, thio lade little 

iapreoeion on the Cleran people a!ld did not l .. d to a onapenaion 

t'aTOr of tbe ddiOCr&Ue way ot lito bad lade a oertein iapl'oeaion 

1n 0.~, where 10010 peopl• wore able to undoora ta!ld why tho rest 

ot the world teared am d41110Wleed Cleran 11111 tariem. 1n t.ba ..... 

t,.., ot 191.8 o.r-n polit.l.oal life poeaeaaed anttidont ntalU7 

to bo abla to obtain fro. tbo lllperor llillia.a II a deer" io­

oti tu.ting • parliu,.ntar:r ron or gonr ... nt and tho aetuo.l ··-
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tahlliii>Mat or • ll1a1a1.rJ (Wider Pl-110Ce Mu ot Baden) .... poaaible 

to the Re1osbatq. Tb1ll &Ota -Dt bald o!tioe IIDtU .,.,..rt.brom b7 

the reYOlut.loa ot 9 l.,.,..llber 191.8. Tbe laporto.Dce of tll11 abart.­

U...S ncae la7 1A the !act that 1t. prepared tba war tor tba 

alaolt bloodlallo reYOlutiOD which onrthroor the Ger-.n 11011Uch7. 

lD De-bar 1943 the polltical ai-tlon in Go~ 1o 

ca.pletalJ dittarent. P'or tan ~· the COIIDtz'7 hal ll'fed \lllller 

a d1ctatorah1p ot ..... r-l.Jienali"C eenrit7 wbl.ch •intaina • tight 

criP ""Ger-.n lite. lll parties (except the lui) bne been 

dlaeol...S and the Raicb•tac lteelt Meta onl7 to rubber-atup a 

Bitlar dlreotift. In ge111ral, oppoaitiOD to the reglM hao been 

driTR uadergrowd and poaa .. Ha ,.ither large uuabere nor ef­

fectift orge.niaation. Freedoa of aeeeabl7 aDd treed.oa of apeeeb 

haft lone ai.Doe dlaappeared. B7 ....,.. of a atrictl7 controlled 

P"•• and radio Dr. Goebbale tells the Gera.ne What the7 ahould 

tbilllc, and Uatani"C to foreign broadaaeta 1a a crl.JI1nal oftenae. 

Tbe JOOltb ot Ger-.D7 baa baeD c .. plotalr lazltied and re..,ina ee­

Hntlall7 lo)'al to nu.... Polltiaal Cha"Ce• ... parable to thOH 

ot 191.8 an not eaar to 1agiDe 1A ~944. 

loreonr, the laai reel• 11 ob'fioualy deterllined to de­

fend itoel!. llaboreta P"p&retioDI h&TO baeD •de to d-1 with 

dlaatteetioa aDd poeeible uprlal.Jice. Hitler, \llllilto WUllaa II, 

doea aot l.JitaDd to alloor his pooer to collapae by do!ault. The 

GeraA pepulatioa •:r 100101 da7 rnolt, but, at the IIOMnt, al>Ch 

a molt ..... 11Dllkel7. 
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lor 11 it 11Dl7 - • • 11 llhon in Part 1I - that the 

GeraD Ge---.1. Sta1't will ... It an anoiati.,. WltU 11111 t&r7 d1e-

1Dwcrat1oo 11 ""n turtber adYancad tllaD 111 1918. n.e .u.u..s 
Go+er~Wtnte h..,• am>O'IDOad theil' daw1'111Dat1oo to daetroJ tba 

l'nl8eian 11111 t&r7 ceaw aa coooplaw1:r a.e the:r propoea to daatr07 

the kai 171W.. 81gb r&Didng a.ran orncere ar. uoonc thoee 

llated tor pmiehloent •• war ar1111nala, eo that tha ArliT aaJU>Ot 

hope to d1- itaalt trOll the ras!-, •• it did 1D 1918, WMD 

it lll'gad the laiaer to abdicate. 

A IICODd factor iD the political eituation 11 tbet, iD 

1943, there ia IIOt.hin& ca.po.rab1e to the Folll'tlen PoiDta ot 

lroodrow lrUaon t.Dd hie progruo for a deiiOCl'atic world whieh bald 

out to the Gera.JIII the pr<M~pecte of au acceptable peace. The Ger­

-.A people , t.Dd what na ..,... iaport&nt, the a...-n High Ca.--

-.ud, 'O'el'l \llldoubtedlJ ltfectecl bJ the pl"ODOUDC8MDtl or the 

'-eriC&D preaident, IDd the decision nf tha J.r.:T to appeal for 

an anoiatica w1 th a rtw to alt1Dc peace on the taeia or the 

Fourteen Pointa ... ahoet Wlinreall;r appro'Nd. 

war ••- J"DOte. In tba til' at pl&oe, tba .IJ..liee eo far frO/Ill 

ahowinc 1117 diapoeition to ot ter a • s ort• pil&oa, inabt upon 

· -ood1t1onal alll'l'IDder.' Pre..-bl:r, in the !linda or the Al­

lied leadera, Uda llilltar:r pbraaeclOCT, l'11peat!.Dg GeJlOOl'al Grent'a 

de....S at Fort Done1eon, iapllea thet Gel'IIIIQ' m>at aUI"l'IDd.r with­

out recai Tine 1117 lt1nd or poll tical prOIIIlia .. coaparabl a to thoaa 
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luUoe of her CGDq~a~trora. The GeraJ>a 1Dterpret. "UDCoadiUoaal 

a ......... Dd ... , • booreftr, t.o ·~ the int.enUoc of the .UUea t.o 

deat.rO)" ~ ut.terl;r and ec.plet.el,y. Dr. Goebbela lo"e no 

opport.U111t.7 t.o drift thie idea b-.. ~. the GeraDa 

bne ooct.eDded ...,... einoa 1919 that. the7 ...,... bet.ra,..S bT the .U­

llea who 1 accor41nc t.o the eoer-111, 41araprda4 the Fourteen 

Poillta 1D 41ct.at.i"' the ~t7 of Veraalllae, and therefore, llll7 

prOIIia .. bT t.ba United lat.ione t.o crant ... ,. t.eraa of peace to 

lle~ in retlll'll for an Oftl"tbrow or the lasi regiM would be 

raeeiftd with dariolon in Ge~. Tbua, eTen if the Ge:r-.n 

people were now tree t.o oppooe the Masi regiM ( wbiab the7 are 

not) the7 would tear thet an lllie<l peeoe lligbt. be e.,.n war" 

then oant.l-- of the war • 

~OIIJ.LI 

It Y1ct.or7 io belnc won or appeare 1D aigbt, a people 

will aDd..,.. ell kinde of bardobipo and <leprhationa. The re&l 

teet of .arsle - nth actal daf•t or the proepect of de­

feat. So lcmg u the Geran araieo were wiDDi"' Y1ctar1ea 1D 

Franca 1D 1918, the IIOI'ale of the c1Y1Uan populatioo ot.ood up 

'"1"7 well 1D apl t.e of ell ldnde of bardabipe . "The laiawr' a 

Battle• _,., 1D fact, ~111817 poJ)Ql.ar. ODl;r after Jul.J' 1918, 

when the Ge....., araiea bapn t.o be driftll back, did Geran opin1on 

bee-. raetift and ODl;r after the Bindenburg l1De bad been pierced 

di<l the laiMr IM the neaeoai t.7 of chaagi"' the conaU tut.ion ot 

tho eapira in the direction of craeter popW.ar eoct.rol ot g0911"D­

.. nt. It -• not until the 81gb c~ dean<le<l an araist.iae, 

49 
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tau. aaUUac U.. 1o .. of tM w.r, \.bat. pa.ral IIOnla, u 411-

t.iDct. trc. U.. 411o011t.ent of illdl<rld•la• bepA to orael<. 

MILif.liiLt 

la Dooo-'>er 1943 t.be .S.l.lt•r-7 poaiUoa of Gera:a;r h 1a .. 

ta~b1e to U.. Iaale tbaA tM eooJ>Caio aDd tba iat.el"Dil. political 

altoaU.... n.. GeraA arw:le1 1A 1943 ba'N eertaiAlJ' DOt­

Yiotori .. o .. pareble to t:le 11100 ..... aebi.-..4 1>7 L,ccellde>rft 1D 

Ilardi - ~~. 1918, aDd ore, 1a tact, oa tba dat ..... lft. !be 

aituau.., oo tba a...11&n fr<>Dt 11 perllCNI aDd, IIJIUite 1918, t.be 

Gerana are faced •1 tb the opellil>c of ot.har aJ or fronts aDd 

acealereted aar1.a1 bolabarcDeat. 

117 1918 Ge~· • all.leo - .l1&8trla-Buagaq, Turl<ey, oDd 

JW.caria - bad becOM Hahllltlea to GeraD7, wbo bad to eelld t.bu 

MD aDd atarlala tbat. abe oCNld b&.,. 1&8ed with u-t. efteou..­

oaao oa tba .. et.en front.. Tbe •Jori ty of the INlpriaa peop18 

bad -r ben eaU.U8iaeUe tor tba w.r aod ettar tM United S t.atea 

entered tba coofllot., tbay cono11111ed tbat the procru of Woodrow 

WUeoa wCNld in &DJ' n•nt aacurt~ tor thea •bat they deeired in 

the way of t.arrit.Gr7. .lrw;r IIOn1a we 10 eff ected that -.ben 1n 

S.pteaber 19ll! tbe .llliea atrucl< fr .. Salon11<a, the BW.gariane 

~- -led to reaiet aDd an aralat1ce with U.. .llliea ,.... alcoe<! 

OD S.ptellbu t ... at.y...W.U.. Thia bad t.ba effect of aepareUac 

GeraD7 tr. Turl<ey wbich eiiM'elldered a liOIIth let.er. llben t.he 

.&uetro-BUIIprlan U'D1 &lao 11D'ftlldered eerl7 1n lo ... her, Ge~ 

waa left aloae. She had loot control of t.be hal:' laet, wbioh to 

her bad bactCM a prleery objMt. or the war. Sbe faced tba pr ... pect 

J 
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- adaitU.C u.e 1o .. or u.. ..... tb&t ,.....u _.a, •• clio­

UDct ~ U.. cliiiOODWilt or 1acl19ld•le, Mpo to ore.ok. 

IIILI'f.liiLt 

la Deo•ber 194) U.. od.lHo.ry poo1Uon of GeraJQ' 1o lAee 

to.....,..blA to u.e •u• u.ea u.. aoo-s.o IIIII U.. iat.orlloll. poll Uoal 

eitaUoa. !be 0...... o.raioe 1a 1943 boft oorto..1al7- ._ 

notar1oo o..,....blA to tho ....,... .... oebilftd by Ladolldcrtt 1a 

llarcb - 11&17, 1918, oad U'l, ill toot, oD U.. dofoDOin. !be 

oit.\l&t1oo ... t.llo au .. io.n troot 111 por1loua oDd, Ullliko 1918, the 

) .,...... ore focod with t.11o opolli.Dc ot other aJor f'roote IIIII 

oooolora t.od DDr1&l boabordloont. 

llJ 1918 Ge.-.uz'• a.llloo - .luat.rio-auagory, Tartey, oDd 

~ia - bod bloOM liabWUoa to a..-.uz, who bad to ODDd U.Oa 

11111 IIIII • terialo that aho oolll.d ban uaod with cr-t oftectJ..,._ 

Dill OD tbt WOitU'D f'ront. Tbo -Jority of tho Bul&arian pooplo 

bad -r bOla ••U.,..iuUe tar U.. w.r o.nd otter U.. lhdtod S t.otea 

••Wrod tbe oOGtllot, U..7 e01>eladod tbo.t t.llo procr- or Woodr"" 

111•- wolll.d 1D aQ7 lftllt eoeure tor tboll wbot they doeirod 1a 

tho •1 or torrUory. ~--a _., oo effoot.od U..t wllon 1a 

S.ptoabor 1918 U.. llll .. otruok rr- SelODl.ko., tho 8tllge.rio.11a 

110011 -Hd to roeht and on o.rahtico witb t.11o Ulloa woe llifDid 

011 S.ptnber t.ftnty-aiath. 'fhJ.e bod tbe effect or aopo.n.tillc 

~ ~ Tartey whicb a.,......aderod • -th lAt.or. Wboll tho 

.luab-o-11~ o.no:r o.lAo nr.-.aderod oo.rly 1a lo.,..bor, Gera117 

wae left &10111. Sho bod loet control ot tho loo.r kat., wbioh to 

her bod baooaa 0. priao.ry objllt or t.ba wo.r. Sbo focod Uw p!'OOpoot 

-
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ot 1nvao1oo froa t.he eaut.heut as tbe Allied aral.ea began to oc­

cupy betri&n and Hungll.l'ian territor,-. Tb.e realization of tb.ia 

aitunt1on contributed to the decision of the Qer.an High COIB<lild 

to ask f'or an arm.lt:ti<:e un-1 t!nd tJla war . 

In tb.e present WAr, Itel)<, Rung&.r)', -..1 .. aM Bulgaria 

Joined 0et'1UliT becauae tho prospect of QerliAJ\ rlot017 aeeMd to 

.aka possi ble the realization of their roapeotive territoriol a.­

bitione. ~capt in the caae of Hungar,-, there ... little popu­

lar enthue1Ua behind tb.o deoiRiono of thq t:OWl::'Dlll<nl! . in Jul)< 

1943 llltasoUn1 fell and the Iteli an GoveM1118nt surrendered . SOIWI 

ardent fascists IIAT continue to fight with the Ger......, llniT in 

Italy, but in face of t.he general hostility of tb.@ Italirul people 

tb.eir assistance to G<>,._n,y cannot b~ or lll\ll>." vttlue . Since the 

Allies can now bOlllb Cel'lii..'Ul territor,- froa Foggia , t.he aituetion 

is not unlike tbo.t of 1918, when the collapse of A"stria opened 

the rottd for an invasion of GerlllUly fr011 t.h.a south. 

In the Bal.ka.ns the situation is raore eo:~~pllcated no.,.. Uum 

in 1918. llo.n,y rublinge of discontent are being beard in Hungary, 

RUlllll.lliB aDd Bulgo.ris, where fear i s growing that Ce.-.an.r will lose 

t he war 1 and there i a reason to believe that tbe several govem­

aenta would like to w1 thdraw froa the WAr. In H=go.ry the outward 

toras or ooneti tutional goverlliU!nt are still preserved , but the 

pruence of Qeraan agents restrains t.he action of the gOV$TDI08Dt. 

In -..is tbe gover1111ent. i s a dietetorsbip under absolute Ger-

.., doainati on . In Bulgaria t.hore are few Ceraan ground troops 

or agents and the Bulgarian llniT, unlike tbat of Hungar,- aDd Ru-
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aania , 11 still intact, oo ttat in & sense the govoMIIII6Jlt hu aa.e-

what 110r0 freed011 of action. 

A t\lrthor eoapl1cat1on is provided b:r the feet that 1n 

berth Bunpr:y and Jb•unl• there ia intense fe&r of Ruasie. If the 

0..--n oODtrol 1s broken, both Hungar:y and Rwlania rlll be e&ger 

to baYo Jns1o-Aaorie&n troops taka over before the Russ16Jla ar-

rive ~ difficult aa thio .ay bo to &rrange. Tbe Bulg&ri&Da, on 

tho other band, are diatinctl:y B)'llpathetia to Russia and have 

eare!ull:r refr&ined from declaring war on the Soviet GoveMIIIIOntJ 

therefore Bulg&rie will probabl:r be the first of the Balk&n ooun-

trios to tr:r to brallk ua:r frooo the Axis. 

If the Balk&n otatea abandon Gel'II4Jl:y, the wo:y would be 

opened tor an 1nva.e1on of Germany fr011 the southeast. But, where-

•• the collapse of the !lear East in l9lB wos by voluntar:y action 

of Ge%'11&D7'8 o.lliea, they are not now free agents &nd will not be 

perwdtted to withdraw from the war eo long as Germany posses ses 

the llilltar:y ~~eans to conoe them. There fore the ano.log:r of 19lB 

does not bold. 

Two factors mllke the situation of 1944 entirel,v differ­

ent from that of 1918. Tbe first i e the effect of air bOIIbard-

aeot , •b!cb is beaoming st eadi1y c ore intenEc and more dev~£tat-

ing. The:ro is no doubt that bollbi ng has rude t hr· Germo.n people 

daaire an aarl:y end of the war. The available evidence leave• no 

doubt that Geru.n aorale ha.e boon impaired by the terrific bom-

bardments. Soae Germans aro resolved to show thst, ll.ke the English, 
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tbey •can taka i t ," but there are others whose ree.ction to ba.b-

inc ia bopeleaODese and d""pair . 

The aocond factor which distinguiohes the present situ.-

t.ion frOil that or twenty-aile years ago is that obortl7 Ge.-.any 

will beYO to face a ronddeble second front and perhaps a third 

and fourtb front. In 1918 GeruJ>J' was fighting on a larce 

aoale Ollly 011 the weet<~rn front. In 1941-3 obe fought chie!l7 on 

the Ruuian front. How , 1n 1944, for tbo first tt.e, she will 

haYe to tace t•o or three fronts on n large scale. To be sure, 

in 1914-16, tile German andes etood up against two fronts, but 

they faced nothing c011parable to what lies ahead of thea wbon 

both the British-American ILrlllies 1n the west end south and the 

Ruoeian andes in the east strike ainultaneouely against the Ger-

aan position. Tbua, 1918 affords no real o.nal.OB7 with the pros-

ent ailitsry situation. 

C 0 N C L 0 S I 0 N S 

l. Economic ahortsgcb were not pr!oluril.y responsible 

for Ge.naany 1s surrender in 1918 o.nd are of even less iarportance in 

1944 becauEO by and large, nor economic position 1a at the m011ent 

etroa.ger than 1 t was twenty-six years ago. 

2. It wa.a not political discontent which undid the Hnhen-

sollerns 1n 1918, although there was IIUoh dissatisfaction with 

their rogille, and the Hohenzollerna made no effort to defenci them-

aelvesJ the Nasis are dete..-inod to defand theese1ves and have the 
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3. Tbe tundueot al co.uso or tho GeMWI collapse in 1918 

• •• aillta'7 defeat &od 11bat appeared to bo iapen>iinc dieaat-or. 

In 1944, C..~• o IIlli to.,. fortw:toa are lOifor t.b&n at lillY tl... 

oinco this war boPJI, but not .ret bopoleeo. 

I.. Tho baoic intoreata o r tho o......, 111gb C.-...nd are 

10 intorwOYOO with t.booo or tbo llazi Party that , .... , it tbo;y 00 

wiob, they cannot, &I in 1918, divorce tboaeo1voo froa the roglao 

to aova alone iD t.ht dir·esction of tLn e.raJ.otica or a surrender. 

s. It 1918 bao lillY aeaning for tbo prooent eonfllc~, it 

1a that it iaplieo tb&t Oe~ will cCI1ti.nuo ~o bold out w>tll 

bor araiee are o .... rt&kon b:y aill~ defeat or until ber induotr;y 

11 1aaob1li•ed b:y aori&l bomb&rd<lent • 
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nR I'01'ENI'UL J.ND Ilm2iTidlS Ol' 
WROPE4N ms IIA'I'IO!-B 

ixpl&n&tory Notos. 

The yearly aWillllllriU which follow are baaed on intorution contaiaed in Intelligence reports, -.arm<!&, estillatea, an<! otMr doe~men~ . The abbreviation& and llWII>era in U!e lett. r.ucin or the ,_..iu refer to the 1rdi vidual documents in U!a Y&rioue f'1lee or the branches or the Eur-.Al'rican Unit, llil1tary Intelligence Service, which accOIIJ)&l'IY theaa 
SUJC:~&riea. 

The abbreviations ue<~d are ae tollowa• 

CE 
liE 
BI 
SE 
WE 
G-2 
Ill. 

Central European Branch. 
!astern Eurol"Jan llr&nch. 
9r1 tioh Iale s Branch. 
Southern European Branch. 
Western £uropean Drench. 
The Anistant Chief ot Start, 0-2. 
IIlli tory Attache or Aeaietant .ll1l1 tory Attach a. 

For eX&l!IJ)le, CE 20 retere to t.he 2oth tloCUJnent in the file of the Central European documente, whia 'IE 5 retere to U!a 5th docu.ent in the liB tile. 1'hua, ceoaplete detail• on a wbject diaeuaaed in a report u;y be obtai.ned by referring to t.he or181nal docu.eent 111 th the aid ot t.he nurber in the lett. mr11J!. 

The 0-2 documents consist at aemorand~, studies, eetiatee and eiaiar uterial prepared for the into.-tion ot appropriate War Depart­mont and other go•e~eotal agenoiee . 

Jntroc!uction. 

The riae of B1 tler to power in Oer•rv in 19)3 -rked 
the def'1n1 te break between the poat.- and pre-war eras . It il neceaa&ry, therefore , because ot the illlportanco ot tho Gerun role in Europa, to include earlier reporte troa t.he .111lita.Jo7 
Att.ache in OerNrv than was or1Cinall7 cont.-plated in t.he CE 1 directive on thia otudy. 4e early as llq 19)5, tha 11/4 in Berlin reported that Ge~ wu placing all her ecooomc CE 2 lite on a war t ooting. A WMk later, he fUrther cl11rif'1ed thie pictnre by st.ati~ that aaoat 50 p<trcent ot Geman 1~ duatrial pro®ction • aa d;ncted to re-..-nt. In August, the 11/4 CE 3 added that the ..Uitary poei tion ot Gormaror no being further 

- l -
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SECRET 
improved by tho oonotruotion of a not notwor1c or 111111 tory 
roada . !litlor'o apoooh or September 16 wu oet111atod by 
tho JJ/A to be a dlroot throat o.gainot tho oontlnuiUloo of tho 
otatuo or Ceool in Lithuanla, aithouQI he oddod thllt l t waa 
it:!poaaible to prediot when Ver:t.any would make a move againat 
i ta olall Bo.ltlo nol r;J>bor. By Ootober tho JJ/A oo ti<Ultod that 
only S p-oupa atill had aubatantiu poU t lolll ln!l uenoa 1n 
tho !lui &<>••mmont, tho llui Party; tho Aray; Finanoo and 
Induatry. In a olu h bet-oeon tho party and tho &n:l}', he ad<1o4, 
the army would bo t orood to give ln. 

On No-rubor 21 tho li/A reported that Gonoany, although 
ohe sought a teeporary peace with FrMoo, oxpootad to l'i&ht 
tho French nation when tho time finally oamo t'o r a oluh with 
tho Sovi et Union. Franoe , however, would be placed in the 
role of the •ccre110r. In the Ea1t, Finland waa re&arded aa 
a auro Gorman ally in any ::Oviet-!1&11 o1uh. A fUrther do.~~on­
otratlon ot how Goraan lifo -• <1ol01.natod by 01il1tary oonai d­
eratlona -• noted by tho !!/A in report!~~.& tho relocation ot 
Get"m&n 1nchlatry an.d the ••te.blie.h&ent or new 1N.I" ioduat:riel 
in Cantril! Goraany in preparation tor poaaiblo aillt&ry undor­
taldngo. 

'lho llfA 01t1010tod thllt t he rOOOOilpOtiOn Of tho Rhinolond 
by Bitler aeant far oore thm a more re-entry or liati garri1ona 
into a raw Gorman oi tioo. By a ainglo dorln£ mo•• lli tler had 
out the baaoe troll under the whol~ structure ot Fronch post­
war alliance•~ he etatod . 'l'he E'u.ropeM or111a which resulted 
fro10 tho roocoupat!on of tho llhinohnd wu ouoh that the 1.1/A 
felt that all otra to,io factors 1no1dont to an outbrea1c of-. 
between ?ranee and Gtr-.ny m:\llt be oonal~red. Ee added,. how­
enr, that he did not b4tl1evo suoh a olalh would come. A 
110nth later tha 1:/A ,._d up tho Gonu.n po ol tion ao beint 
otri ctly a dotenoho one . Gor::sny will play tor ti.&o , he 
said, •llPport !lun,arlo.o r81Lnu.a:ent, ond attoqt to place in 
power in Auetr1a a I O"f'OriUIIellt more friendly to Cer:::an.y thau 
tho one t!ton i n oontrol. l>urilJ8 t he a\lliiC>8r or 1936, tha U/A 
repo rted that Ge,.any - •• co~plotely diaaatlaflod with tho 
status quo and t hat S.1o sought territory in Eaatorn Europe . 
Uo added that Oomany would refroin froc war only if hor do­
mMds oould bo attained w! thout war. In a furthor report in 
the fall of 1936, tho II/A warnecl t hat tho Gennan- Itlllio.n 
ooopera tion woe booo:ainc atea<L.ly 010ro oo:oplete and that tho 
reocoupati011 ot the Rhineland had oau..od. a aharp decline in 
Trench preotl&• in kotorn ilurope . 

- 2 -
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1937 

!he y.r.r 1937 -.rked the openin& ot tbe l'inal deoperat. 
r&oe ot all COT•~'• ill &\arope ~ plaoe tho .. ooUiltri•• 
oa a...,. bulo. Cle~• rioi.JII cl.i.\u'y aicllt .. , reported 
b)' tM 11/.t. 1a Berl1A ....., otated tll&t til& oiae ot tile lui 
11o11q bad orpproz1aatel;r doubled a1AOe UM. 2111• o.r.;t bad a 
.tAJI&th ot 38 dh1a1ou .,d ~taled at leaot 1001000 .. .,, 
al\Aoup the allorta&e ot ottioeu oontin,.d ~ be a l.i.a1 tilll 
tutor ill ito expt.AaiOil. lA a turther report elated tt.. -
d&;y, - Jlil.i. tarT Attaa!M oaid 1hat.1n ad4J. tion ~ the 38 tint 
l.i.M dhilioU0 1he 00111plete reorc..UaatiOil ot 0.,_., re .. M'II 
..,uld pronde lJ or 8Dre Lanclwellr dinoiollo . Cle~' • air 
tor-oe ot.reJI&th -• ~~~ted b)' the II/A ~ oonoiot ot bet-en 
TIO and !ISO tirot line ooabat pliUllo wl.t.ll a total peuo=el 
in ezoe11 ot 100,000. In a letter dated llt.y 25, 1937, 1he 
11/.t. pointed out \bat '111>111 Cle~' • a1l1 \u'y and eoonoeo 
potelltial wao riliD& ot.adil:y, II• did not upeot war in -
U..diate tl&ture. !Ia reported 1n S.pt4aber tllat tile motori­
aation ot ' Cleraan dinlioDI -uld belin 11'1 thin a -uta. 
Cle~ -. ~ rapid proge11 1n the .S.nlo.-nt ot '-
.. ~red pl&DOio, ll;y tM elld ot Oo~ber, tM 11/.t. ••ti-ted 
that 1hl lie,_., Air Foroe had alread;r reaollad a point wbere 
it auat be PYIIl oerio ... ooneid.ratioA .... po-rtul OPPQMDt 
and that 1 to ot.NJI&tll ,..., inonu i.JII rapidl:y. lie added tllat 
tile Cle.._.,l -re produoi"' appro.z:t.-&tel:y 8,000 pl&DOII a ;year, 
Cle"-J' • tort1t1oat1oAI o;yotea aloDg the llhiA• •• iJlprbon-
1"1 tbe Fnnoh IJaT 'lr11h11l Fra..oe. lhe 11/.t. reported that 
aa eaoll 8Dntll palled, France ..,uld be 1111 al>le to aid 1 to 
lllropean .t.ll:y, OaeolloelOTald.a. By the oprinc ot 1g39, hi 
u~ted tllat Go~ ..,uld be 1A a pooitioll ~ otnnd ott 
tbe i'rllloh .t.nq uU& Olll;r OM llalt ot ito thld tor-ou. 

1D 1.-.-Mr-, \lie 11/.t. adnoed that tha O.N&n O....ral 
8tl.tt ncar.S.d the Bri \1 all poll t1on ao -alt., •d 1hat 
0.~· • prioe tor- u \lll.S.uhncHac 'lritll ~land 110Uld be 
tbe N~~~mo1at1oll b;y tt.. Brithb ot 1bo1r pol.i.o;y ot lllpport-
1ng Frmoe'• tar tliiDg •:r•- ot alliuoo. llt.llD'IIUlo, the 
CJ'O'Irl.JI& Clel'laD otrencth retleoted ill till report• ot tbe 
i,l.t. troa Berl1n ,.., llaYiAc a oonaiderabll ettoot on O.N&n;r'• 
Mipbore, to tile 8o111h, the II/A in llo- nported that Ital;r 
,..., ooekiac to inoure ito pooit1on 1A the llt.d1t.rranoan and 
aleo, it pooai blo, briJI& '1\ort.:y 1Ato an a..ti-lololll'fik \>look. 
Ital;r •• aloo lllldorte.lt1JI& a •riu ot .,.,., to pl'lp&re it11lt 
tor either m ~ate or an nutlal arMd oontUo1:. !he 
11/.t. 1a .a- po1Ated o"t 1bat tho It& i &lll ,..,.. oonotr""tl.n& 
a,.. ooutel road ill Llb;ya wbioll,... ot priM cl1tar;y ia­
portanoe aDd that Italian a\llll. tiono taotori•• Wire beiJI& operat.d 
at~ oapoo1t;r. Conai.S.rable q~~ant1t111 ot tood "'"' 
aleo beiJI& otorod ali'IY, hi added. On llr.roll 5, tile 11/.t. in 
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lo• un .. d - • .,. O.p&n.D~ tha~ - Gr&Dd raal.at Co~mo11 
Mol •t OD llarola l &Dd cleal.dood -~ 0 &11 poalll.b1U t;r ot 
lUll ~tiOD Of ......... to -· DOW eft Of - 'l ... l tiOD, 

0 

It&liu pl&De procluotioD wao utiaatad b)' the JV'.L 1D a-
at 1100 to ZOOO per ,-u, while tot&l It&liu &ir • tro~ 
,., o&id to be rroa !000 to toOO pl&Deo. 1D a .. r1 .. or 
reportl, ho ditOUIIId tho procluotiOD of TU'io\18 IIJ.roraft 
pl&Dto md the otopo whiah It&l7 bad t&ba to prop&re tor 
&ir .....,., Ill " oo-Dt on 1he 110b1l1lat1on of rooorno iD 
Jo,..aber lUT, ho ot&tod thot tho order atraoted about 
100,000 ruomoto and thot It..lr DOW had " tot&l or approx­
iaatelr 100,000 ., UDder ,.,.., 

~ UDeaaiUII with Whioh 1fle ll&tif,QI or Jwoopo recardtd 
the ........ nt and tho .,\IDtiDC 1Dternation&l tenoion wao re­
fiootod ia a letter trca the 11/.L in Blllt;&ri a. 1U JV'.L 
qW>ted l1nc Ioria aa t elli"' tho ...,. AIMrioan lii.Dioter to 
llotia tho~ Blllc&ria wiahed poaoe aad thot thar wre tryurc 
to u oid &ll ent.,.l-nta. 

!he •••tern -ro, P'r&lloe and a.e1m<1, o.loo wro be­
ocahc gr&d>allJ aware ot the growinc threat to their •-1tr 
rr- lui o........,. llowwTor, both the Britioh md rr-oh 
wro tar tro• b •111& prepared aili ter1l7, lD t. report on 
ll&rob 10, the 11/4 1D London cl1o0118aacl at llncth tho o:.puld.OD 
ot the Bri tiah ~ to a ,.,. too tine ancl -dio olaar the 
,_, •• taok thet lO.J o.heacl or ~Deland betoro the oollld 
oreaw a .,dora anoy. .A. turtbor report a woll: later 41o­
o\18oed n .. Bri tiah w&pono md outliaad a tiTo•y.ar plu 
to be OOIIplotod. 111 the apr1J11 or l&tz. !haao pllllll oo.llad 
tor a ..-11 but attiai.ODt otrikiac toroa clepoaclent ill the 
oaae or ooatilloatal tightiac on &D Ulianoe w1 th a otrOD c 
ailitarr powr. Ill " report aoooapanyinc thio progro.a tho 
Jlllitarr .\ttaohe otawd that bo -• ooeptioal beoau.aa tbo 
procr- olrrloqod ottoulll. n aotion whioh wu ilion to the 
tradition&l Br1 tiah d.otonoho op1r1 t. In a report or 
Ootober lt$7 , he ••t1-tod. tbot tho O.J"'I&&l ozw:t wao ouporb 
aDcl the Prenoh 11.n17 illproTiJ11, while tho Br1 tiah ~ ,.. 
intorior 4118 to a ohortaco ot eqllipuat &Jid. old-t&ahionod 
icleu. Ia a lllrthlr dioou.alll.on ot the llllfuorabla taotora, 
he ttl ted that hit illpreooiODI ot the Bri ti oh ar.;J Wrt 
U..ot \lllitoraly peaoia1ot1o. 

'lho l"ronoh &lao wre ....,.. ot the .Rhine O.noan pe.ril 
on tllair autern t rontior. 1'be 11/.1. in Pari a reported. that 
tba l"ranoll illd.llltrio.l oi tlletion waa ext,.....ly dittioult and 
that thoro waa oonoiderabla oontlllion and l&olt ot re&l pror;ro .. , 
Be oi ted. opoo itio&lly - oppooi tion ot t.b& aUDi tiona aanu­
taoturaro to the •'*-pta to nat1ono.l111 FrenGh W&r illd111tr7• 
Fro.noa'• taalillc ot hllplaaaoau 1D Tiaw ot the provaalll.n 
O.r.OD reanouant waa ratlaotod. ia a report dated 11-.y 7, lUT 
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1a 'ldd.olo tJoo II/A otated ib&t tJoo ,.....,. felt Autria -• 
almot Nad: to tall lllto o.,_,. ball41, cd tb&t Groat 
llritalll wulcl c1o Yery Uttle about u. l'r&lloe poueuod 
oaly 1000 t1rot liae alroratt ill Ua7. 'lbe II/A otated 1a 

111 U tlal.o roport that the Alr llillhter P1ern Cot •• oa.rry11lc 
out ll&tiollal1aatloll o t l'nllolo arlatioll 1aduotry. 

In lkoter.. Jw-ope, the role 'ldd.olo the lorlet IID.1oll wao 
to play 1A it>& oo011"' olaob waa DOt yet oloar, 1M II/A 

II 5 ill lloooow reported that the purp ot 'l'llohaolwYolc:y ... d other 
leacl1ac lorlet ott1ooro bad beJllll to tlptoll ito p1.p Oil tha 
poll tloal rollabl.l1ty ot lorlet o--...adero cd to ralM tho 
ett1olqoy ot U. IO'riet ~~rrq, Uthoup our II/A to U. 
llorlot IID.1oll •de olear that it wo nr:r d1tt1oult to obtau. 
reliable md ott1o1al illtorwatlor> 0010aorll1"' the lorlet 
llll1oll' o alr otro"'tb, be reported 1a Aupt le57 that the 
lonot llll1oll had a total ot appron.&tely 4000 airoratt. 
ll1oouao111J lorlet llll1oll'o lllcluatrial 110bll1aat10D ill later 

U 1<&,15 reporto, bo pouted oil\ that tba outralhatloll of •~outiYe 
... tbority -• 0001pleto mel UDliJoited. tbo d1tt1oultieo with 
11h1oh tba Stallll ro&t.e b&d to oope lllolwt.d l aolo: ot te-oal 
olcill &110111 110rC.ro, low ot&lldar41 ot UY111J, oabotoco md 

II T wnobro, !bo b\ldcet t or tho yoar ltsT obowcl tba llloroaa111J 
-llllt appropriated by tM Sorlot tlll10D t or nat101lal detollle 

u a 'ldd.lo tllllclo tor otber aotin tloo oloooly allied to tho 
01111 tary wro &lao illoNao1Jl&. 

Cl M 

Cl aT 

Cl 41 

Cl 41 

1M year llla8 opeud with O.ra..y 1ll Ill 11loNu11lP7 
otro"' aUUary pool tioD. 1M II/A 1ll llorlill a.trloocl that 
0.1'11&A)' had lllldortalcoll a oo .. loto &bitt to war OOOIIGII,Y, 
cd, •oh1lo Wo ill ltMlt d1cl DOt proo._ a tuturo war, it 
-ant that 0.ra&D7 illtolldacl to bo U. O tro~~J~Ot 01111 tory 
power ill luropo. GenuA)'' o tortit1oat1o10 pol1oy '"'" a oloar 
11ld1oat1oll or bor llltolltiono ill oaoo ot war, tbo II/A otatod, 
cd auolo troAt1oro ao wro Ulla.-cl 11ld1oated poillto at lohiob 
O.raDJ alpt be oxpootocl to attoolo:. S...,b troDt1oro, ho 
po1ated oil\, illoludod tbo Caooh border. 

Bitlor' o -•-t ot l'ebru&r)' ZO thot iM O.ra&D 
aray would be 1aoroaMd waa olarit1ed b:y the II/A ..mo oxplallllcl 
tb&t tM llloroaoo 'IIOalcl bri"' O.ra&D.:t' 1 otroiiJth tr- M 
to 48 l.ataA1:!17 d1rloiODI &Del fraa $ to 6 l'aAior d1rloiono, 
Oil Marob ~. to<> da)'l before tho O.ra&D troopo oroooecl tho 
J.utrim trolltier, tho II/A warnocl that tba lull 011pt Mok 
Ill 1-dlato ooll&tioll ill Autrta 10 that tboy 011cbt DOt looo 
tha p.iDI lohioh hac! belll aado at tho JlorohtoacadeJl CollforollOOe 
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Poll<nllq U.. prool-Uoll ot tile Au_-o..._.. UlliOil, 

U.. If/A 1a 8or11A aclnucl that Itallu deteDM or J.utria 
wu bpoo&lblo. Ill tho •- reporl, he poiatecl o..t that 
Great lrlkla &Del h&Doe laacl liMa creatly walt.Mcl &Del tat 
the .all otateo ot C...tnl lluope wolllcl DOW probably oo• 
to toi'IU with Goo~. Caool1<uloT&kia, ha acldecl, oithar 
would - witllill tllo 0..-a orbit, 111 ito utlollal elltitl., 
l1q\114atod, or 'H 41Yi4ocl ill to tho nrio111 u tloll&ll 1:111 'lliliob 
oon.Ututod tha otato. !\oo -Ito 1ator tho lf/1, ill reportiac 
tho crowlllc toDiiOD ill Caoal-Ooi'IMD rolatlono, ototod that 
tho ollly q ... otiOD 1Jo tha dloputo WU wh ... , DOt 'llilotha:!', 
llitlor woW.d .., ,..., Oora&D,)' intonclo to 1iq\d.dato tha boclco­
poclco otato ot Cae obooloT&ki& &Dd hoorporato o.,._,. illhabl tod 
areu illto t ha 2bird Reioh, bo ftrllld. 

11>0 C&ooh ariolo ot Mq 21- 22, 1938 ll&l'ad tho OpcUDC 
ot tha Oaoob ctn.a. tho If/A reportod, Be acl4od that it mcht 
1ut tor a oouiclor ahlo tiM. llo <114 not, howTor, bollrro 
thoro would 'H aq ~clia to aotlon booauoo O.MW>T ..,uld be 
20 per-t 110ro oolt•ouftioiiDt OOOMaloally t or W'llr ill U$t 
thaD at tho preMDt u... Mo&mobl l o, troa Prac- •- word 
ot Caeoll -•ure• to - t aay pou lble o....., threa t . a.. 
Mq U tbo lf/.a. ill Pracuo reported that 11M Caeaho wore taJdAc 
mlltar;y ..... ,..,.. whloh thoy toraocl •enrohoo" rathar thaD 
IIObillaatlOAo 

.a.ltlloQCb the Oaoah oriolo clid not •- to u t-cliato 
head, O.raaq oolltiDUOd to preoo tha oonotrllotlo11 ot the 
Woot Wall. Dll II/A ill Berlin reported that tbo Ulltilllahod 
ototo ot tho torlltioationo on Ooraaq' 1 trontlor would 
do tor IIi tlor tro• .......... , ~&lllot tho Ooooloo wbloh mp.t 
reoul t ill a olaah w1 th Fruoo, Durinc tho ,,_ .. tbo Ofoah 
orldo oolltilluod to 1o011 1arco ill l11to,.....t1011al poUtloa. 
By .lupot 1 tloo 11/.l ototod tlaat wb11o tha Oonano alpt otlll 
- t a tocloratocl CaoahooloT&kia , they woW.d UDcloubtocll;r, ill 
tha 111d, &llJia% tbo SwiotoD area outrlcbt. .l wok lat&r he 
ototod that..,,.. th&D 150,000 peroono n ro •ncacod ill the 
oonotruot1o11 ot the Woot Wall &Del tlaat the Gera&Do pl&DDod 
to reaolo at leaot partial OOllfl•ti= ot thooo torlltioatlou 
by Soptoebor 16, a.. .lupot a tho If/A actn ood t1» W&J" Depart­
..,.t that llitlor wu clotoralllocl to brlJIC tbo Caoah •-•tioJl 
to a boac! betw• Sopto.ber 1& ucl lo'I'IOibor 1. r ... ~· 
lator, while tbo Br1Uoh I\IDoi-n 111oolon wao 1D C&ocho­
alo'l'ald. a ooeld.Jl& a oo1uti o11 ot tho SudotoD cliopute, the If/A 
ill Sorlill acl'l'iood that 110 aotloD would 'H oxpootocl until 
11M 111111011 hod OOJ1f1oto4 1 to 'IIOrk, At the oau tlao, he 
adclocl, Oonaany wao otroDt;tho111111 1 to a1l1 tory po oi U011. B:r 
Soptoabor, 1 ho t o1t that anaocl Oorlll&ll l11torvontion 111 
Oloohoolo'l'ald.a clid DOt Uo witbiD tha ooopo ot llitlor• o p1&Do, 
£ t tha •- tiM bo o&ld tlaat o.,..... ailitar;y Maoureo ..,uld 
DOt bo ftlaxod UDt11 a aolut1o11 ot tho Caoolo orloio had booJI 
re&olood, !\oo woko htor tllo 11/.l roportocl that llitlor ' o 
illto11tio111 ...... UDDorto!A, but that h. bollrrod 110 clo oiol= 
u to mU tar)' 111to,..,.o11tl<m had booJI roaahod. 
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l7 hpWW..r 18, tile II/A reported that tho O.II'WoU 
.. ,.. oall"AA r o M,..,ieto to tho oolora O!ld •re t&ki"C 
alae~~ lllU tar)' •uu.re• u pluiJo& tile .L1J' J'o ... 1a a ot&t& 
ot tl&ll re&dlaeao. 1-. •xt d&7 1M telo~d ta&t turtiMr o....,.ml1tary pNparathu .. ,. ~ plaoo. Oa U.. 27th, 
1M ad'l'i ood 1ho War Departaollt tb& t tiYo or oix cl1 rt oiollo were 
beinc ~~&aood &lone tllo C•ooh t'rollttor. lo coDOral .,ldliu\l.Oil 
had ,.., beon ordorecl b7 tha zeta. 

Oil hp-ber It, tiM INrzl.oh PaoL no oipd &lld tho tate 
ot CMohoolonld.a ftl oo&lo4. Oil Ootober 6, tbe II/A re­
portecl troa Borl1a that c;,......,y fto ...tiJlc to hep Slonld.a 
troa tt.llillc lllto tho hO!Ido ot tho B-carhu do opt too 
BllllC&riO!I ol&iao &llcl tho ou.ppoz-t 'llbioh BllllCal')' ftl z-oooi'l'iD.C 
troa Pol&llcl md Italy. 0.. Ootober %8 tho II/A ot ated. that 
0."""'7 wu.lcl ohortly d-d tile ~~Mel Dl.otrtot ot L1thu.&llla 
md that tbo L1thu.&lll&n &QY01'11Milt ill loYilO h ad a llal.ted. 
tiM 1a wbtoh to aooodo to O.raan d&ll&lldo ot 1hio otap. Ill 
O.oeabor ho reportecl that Brltloh-O.rDD rolationo appeared 
to han roaobod a p oyoholor;ioal atol-ate, 

11h1h O.noany u.tilllocl tho year 1968 to -t ito hol4 
oa Central &\&rope, Italy ... tu.rthaz- otrenctllellinc 1 te IIlli tar)' 
pooi\l.OD., Ill J'obru.ary 1968, tho If/A 1a .ao.. reported that 
tiM It&lim &lr o tz-oacta -d. a oonoiduable llloroaoo ill 
tho put J'O&r. c-tlll& Oil tho rtoit ot Bttlor to Ital7 
ill lila¥, tbo If/A ropoz-ted a oonoicloroblo lack ot onthu.oiaa 
oa tho part ot tbo Italian peoplo, ohowinr; antl•OoiWIIl 
tooliac in Italy, lho roou.lto o t tho <li oouaoion betnon 
lfuaolilli &ncl tile J'thror wro aot lalo'lm, he addocl, but 1 t 
•-d llllli.bly that they 110u.lcl roou.l t ill a Ill U t&ry alU ... oo 
be- tile two aatlono, 

In July tho II/A a tat&d 1hat Italy dld aot at proaont 
han a roao,..,o ot IIlli t&ry atroratt and. dopota and, thoro· 
tore, ... not in a poaltion to oupply toohaiool IIIli to tor 
repla-ta tor looo abou.ld war a tart ill tho t.aodlate 
tu.turo . lluriJlr; tho Claooh orlah, tiM If/A ill a-. roported 
that Italy cll.d. aot oxpoot a coJMral hropooa wv to cS.nlop 
trca tho uiattnc rl tuatloll. Ia r otoronoo to tao inoroutac o.,. ... -caoah tendon, bo otated that althour;h Italy oou.ld 
ottoot a rapid .. biliaatlon, thoro appeared to be oonoidorablo 
oont1Mnt ill Italy ar;atnot a war aa 011 ally ot llonany. On 
Ootober 12, bo reported that Italy had a plaa. prod110tloll of 
trca 180 to ZOO oabat atroratt per .,nth. 'lbo otreJl&th ot 
tile It&liO!! .Lray, aooordlJl& to tbo Coabat lotlll&te, l.....,or 2, 
1868, fto aro•d 768,000. 

1-. oYOnto ot 1868 and. tho war aoaro llhtob roau.lted troa 
tho Caoob oriaia oorYad partially to abo£. tho tw woatarn 
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povaro, Jbcla.:d IUid franco, fro• the1r !eol1Dfl of enpacont 
.. eurlt)'. Ia llar<:h 19:58, tile l!rithh bte&:l to realtce tho 
vcalc110oo of thoir pool t1oa aDd tho Military A\tacbo to Londoa 
roportod that tho War Mlniotor Boro-Beloloba uadortook a 
driu for roorcMhe>tlon of tho !ritiah J.Z"IO'. On Morch 14, 
tho Military Attache otat od that t ho Britlob 1ntou4o4 to roduco 
their ~verteae «&rrieon• and otr~n&then their ~•1t1oo at homo 
for act1oa ocalnot tho Ooraaao. Bov..,er, ho reported that tho 
rtorcanhatlon of tho ~ planned b;r !!or,...:Beleloba vae sctl.l&ll7 
luetfeotual &Dd therP verf no ai~raid precaution• to apeak of. 

Actual aircraft nroduct1on ill ht;lud 1D 1938 -o about 
200 per •o11.th. The auee••• ot the Zrittab atr ilro~aa auat 
depend upon a a&,lor ch&D,o In tho a ttl tudo of tho Whole Bri thh 
nation, Dooplto tho warnlllll• which they hQd 4ur111C tho """"or, 
the Cteob orioio cc~t the :Brltloh co~plott17 un~repared. 
Tho Military J.ttacho ot&tod tut ..,oeythliiC ha4 to bo iaproY1oo4 
ond thoro!oro all ~ilit&17 pro,.rntlono wore tro,loell7 botched. 
Do opt to t !lit lack of re&l.lt7, ho addod, tho Brit lob &"PP'J"entl.T 
oank back lllto apatt;y looo.diaUJ.T after tho crhh ~.ad bun 
oottlod at Munich. A tortbor rO]>Ort on tbo 1n•ff1c1enCT of 
anti aircraft d~inc tho crlolo ' ' " reYoalod b7 the Mlltt...,. 
Attach e In a roport on Octobtr U. 

Tho 7oar 1938, and tho Ctoch crl oio aloo, o&U£ht tho 
French cation entirely unproparod and ah&kon by internal 
political otrlto. In March 19:58 t ho Killtary .lttaoho to Parh 
roportod that the con!ldenco o~ the l"ronch public had been 
ohakon a o to the ua o of tho 193? Katio&&l »oteooo Loan. Vbon 
tho friction botvna tho Oeraano and C•o<:ho bo::an tn take Ito 
acute !ora in Mq, h.o r eported that llhile tho l"ronelt vero 11uch 
1Dhrootod 1D tho fa to of tholr c ontrel .iw-opoan aliT, tharo 
waa little rrldenee of a conatruet1Ye thought ~ the Fre~ch 
General Stat! on how to moot tho oituat1on. A fUrther roport 
on Proneb voaklloao """ &l•tn by tho Mil1t&17 J.ttacbo who quotod 
Colonel Lindbert on the veakne•• of the 7re-ocb air a.na, Which 
tho M111t&l7 attache a&ld vao oubotantiato4 by a otateaent of 
the 7ronch .lir MlDJ.otor. folloVlnc t!lo Munich acreount and 
tho dloaODboraent of the Caocboo1oYak Ro~bllc , tho llillt&17 
At ta<:ho reported thAt tho froncb vera cc•plotol.T 41oillua1ono4. 
'l'bo 7nnah Oonorel Staff bolion4 tut acothor crilh wuld 
eo=• 1>7 J.pr11 1939. Tho otoa411T 1ncroao1D« oer1ouono<o of 
the 1apl1cat1ono of the Gor=AII 1ntornat1onal oltuatlon and th o 
thrtat of a Jll.l.rop ean W'41" -were noted i.a. & report ln DecMaber. 
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'!ho roport1DC !rom Noocov tor 1938, IUld In tact tor tho 
whole pertod of the Jurop..n Cr!olo unlil the outbreak 
of var in Seut .. ber, 1939, ia aarked b.1 ~ &l&oet co•pl ete 
lack of lutonoation from the N/A In tho Soviet Union, 
'l'h!o ~ In oome aeuure bo ~lained b;y tho di!tlcultioo 
ot obtalnlnc lntor.o~tlon concern!~ •llltar,y and polltle&l 
eTent• in the face of the Soviet oenaorahip and the exiating 
lack ot truat ot foreigner•. However, the picture ot 
what wu tUI~ pl&eo In tho So,.let Union ruaino tb.o 
we&l<oot point In tho overall rellOrti~ b;y .&morlonn 
a111tar,y att&ehee during the prc-~ar period. 

In tho Soviet Union tho oYOnto of 1938 marked tho Md 
o! their intention to create a united front aga1nat the Germane 
by ao&no of the League ot !Ill tin oa e.nd b;y all4!'11'ont w! th tho 
'!l.'eatern povera. The So.,iet Ontoa du.ri~ the )'e&r continued 
to puoh Ito lnduotrlnl mobilisation In preparation !or nnT 
conflict, !'be Gtrengtb ot the So-viet .A.ir Force wa• eatl.mat•d 
at 49 lud and 5 DAYal brlgadeo, Dur!~ tho Ooecb cr!Oh 
tho N!lltar,r ~ttacho to Noocow reported, on September 15, that 
the Soviet t.r=T would I\OIIot the Czoeho t! they wore attacktd 
by the Germane provided the French aleo came to their aaaiatance. 
The Soviet Mi-litary lea.dera, however, wer e opehl7 critie.al of 
th o Britioh :polley and bel10T'd that the llw!c!man Mtoo1oo would 
reault in diameabermut of the Ccecho1lovAk atate. J'ollovin& 
tho Munich agre•ment, the M!l1tar.r Attache r eported that the 
Soviet leader• appear to be undetermined whether to contlnue 
their poLrtleipatlon in tho League of llat!ono, to dovolop 
additional bl-lnteral troatleo with neighboring •tatoo 
or to \,tthdr•w fro• ef!oree a.t collecti ve CLCtion and 
concentrate on etr~ngthenlng the internal etructure ot the 
Soviet Union. In December tho Mllitory ~ttacho eotlaatod 
production of aircraft tor the caltnd&r year of 1938 
to be 2Hi0 pla.nel , The II&.XiiiiUII &ircraft encine production 
of ell typao would be 6500. 
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.. ,..,... ltlt opned witil o.a o.laoot oo~~plot. l.Ul 1a 
,..uttoal aotl'l'it)<, 11wo l.Ul no eo 0011plot. tilat 011 
Job,._..,. 10, tile 111.11 tary .t.ttaobe ill lorU.a report.d 
tllat tilero appeared llo 'be o.laoot.., Gbo.aoo ot o.,..... 
OC&NiaiOII tor lho 'be.laDOo ot lho 7'"&r lllllooo •­
oaprodiotablo ...,..lo-at ahould ooour, O.I'MII;y' • ottOII• 
tloa tor tbe -t, tile 11111 tary .t.ttaw adclocl ia a 
ropol't a -k lat.r, -• toowoo4 oa till lllmcario.a oiwa­
tloll ucl tilo otnrglo tor powr .... _., tile 'fariouo croup• 
wHill.a til at oo•try, OD ll&rob U, u ropor t.cl til& t tU o.,...., Pnoo lwl 'beoa bodlclill& up tU Cooob ol'ioh tor 
"'"oral dqo aacl it Ofpearod tllat 0.1'11UQ' •.Ucl ill tor­
..... witll toreo i.a tllo pro-t ol'ioio . 1D a tolocraa 
tile aut dq, u acl'fiaod tbe •v Depar-t that witill.a 
tile ..rt - cla;(o o.,..... troopo wro expeot.cl to OOO"Pf 
Caooboolo'f&kia uti till tollonac daJf u tolovapbocl tilat 
tllo oooupatioa Ucl ..,..,. ao0011pl1lllod t11o pro'l'ioua lllcllt. 
1D oott.attac till 111pUoat1ou ot tilo oooupatloa ot 
C&ooboolonld.a, till 111Utar;y .t.ttaou la 8or11n otatod 
that 1 t Ud clotialtol;y ronalod tlla o...., procnm tor 
u:puoloa llo lho eaot cbai'1Ac ltat, 11.b1lo Wo prograa 
lll.pt 'be oontU..cl to t11a l'oliob. Corridor, O...dc, 11-1 
and to .... r o.,.... torr1 tor;y in l'olancl, u aclclocl til& t 
it aicllt iaoluclo lbaania aacl parto ot tho Bonet Oa1oD. 
OD lfarah 27, u reported tllat t11a 1oouo ot Dulle .,d 
tbe l'ollob. Corridor wao tor..,ot 1a lho aiaclo ot Bor11a 
oi>Mrnro, Be acldoocl tilat ho cllcl =t bollon tilat tho 
toall prooouro ot jolat ItaU...O. ...... a ottoa acaluot 
tile •••tor~~ ~oruloo would - ill 1089. 

Durtac tbe oprtac ot ltU o. ..... o.acl l'olloh rolatloao 
tou .... .a ---..t tile •- patter~~ u had Caooh.O.,._., 
rolatlou ~ till pro'l'iouo 7'"&r• OD .&pr11 ll, till 
111.11 tar;y .t.ttoobo reported tllat rolatloao Ucl ..,._ 
•r• or lou ort tloal witll 1DoicloDto aloac tile border, 
altlloup M cl14 •t MliiTI tllat 11111 t&rJ a otlon by lho 
o.r-a apiuot l'ol&Dd would talco plaoe 1-cllatol:r. 
A. wok lator M tur1ilu olarit1ocl tlla olW...tloD b;y 
ot atlac tllat, ,.,_ro to tllo oontrar;y, b.e cllcl Dot l>ellno 
lllluow.l troop mT-..to ot aD)' -pi tuclo had ooourrocl 
wltllln tho 'lldrd S.ioh, A.ltboup1-cl1ato ailituy 
propU&tiOill Wrl not COiac Oil, b.o aciY1ood that alrpl .... o 
wro l>eiac deli 'fired to tlJiac thldo w1 th a rt ... to 
polli'lllo tut:uro llilltar;y operatiou, o.,.&ll:Y' • llotol 
alroratt otreactll waa oet at .. go tirot u,.. alroratt 
w1 til """"" 'br1Jlc111C thi• 11.p to uarl;y H,OOO. Be 
otat.d tllat 0.1'11UQ' -• ablo to put illllo tho tiold 11!0 
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41n81 .... M1tiJ1c ller ene •r• tonoldalllo thaD elM wu 1a 
Ul,, Be addecl 11lat propo.ratloa.o tor a aon opian J'l>lmd 
load lleea &Oiac Oil .U.... lep-'ber 1811, &ad 1M 'beliencl 
tllat 1M c-raateo ot 1M ••tara PDwra to I'Olaacl Ad 
-tarllf .U.ltocl Gor.m proporatlou but that 1M Oor-
- lutol'll prop-• b&cl .... t 'beoa abaacloud. c-ttac oa 
II.Uer'o a.1outac opaoeh ot .t.pril U, tho JV.t. te,_cl it 
"-n a.iao111.• lie o&ld it lott tho 101pn111oa ot a doo­
poratlo dotend.utloa to ooatiA.,. Oo..-r• o lutora oxpaa­
oloa. lie &loo ..,....d ot a cracN&l ooaoo11tratl.oa ot troopa 
1D Jaotlora 0orMDJ'• ()Q lla:y 8 1 tile JV.l 111 llerlin roportocl 
~at all Oo..- la1 to ..... at tllll _,. .V.J1&th &Del that 
aoo,ooo rooorno wro ... .s.rco111& acl41 tlonal tr&llllll&o ... 
-11: later 1M roportocl a tllrtlter 1aclhat1oc ot tha doopolllac 
01'1811 'llllieh wu th& otto>rt to tr&la rooorn aacl -ral&l 
tUoro 111 ooabat 81roratt dlarill& tho proo•t -r. !lloo 
JV.L otatocl th&t 'llhllo a. ... ..,. wu do 111& all 111 1 to powr to 
llroot I'Olhb aorno bJ -r troop .,.._.to, 1M clld ut 
llellon w -ulcl riot a c-oral war at tbe proMilt t~. 
llownr, tile Jliaor •n• -ulcl .. rn to oaroOD ..,. oario111 
-t, ho odded. '!» tirot aral.Jl& ot tha pollilli1UJ' 
ot aa t..pondlllc Gonun-aonot acro-t wu cha bJ' tiM 
JV.l oa J(q Z&. lie ........ ct U.at it Br1 t&1n clicl aot roaol> 
loCI' liE I' t wi1b lllooia, 0......,. mpt roaeh .... R ..... ,._ 
atoD<Ilac &lid that tho t&lluro ot Bri tleh-iulli&ll aocottatioao 
atpt wll bo tile 81pal tor a a. ...... attaot 011 J'l>l&lld, Be 
ootia&tocl that Qo,....:y ooulcl plaoo in tho tiolcl 1,000,000 
•• &lld he achhocl ot tho clio pool tioa ot a.,_., to>rooo in 
..,. po .. i"tlo 1'<>11 all ouq>&lp. A taporar:r lull in tile 
or1o1o ooourrod 1a Julf eel tho 11/.t. aotlocl tllet a a.lal>or ot 
loa"oo b&cl 'beon p-anted to bicb-r&llll:1n& ottl •r• iaclioatla.c 
that "" 1-cliato aotion -uld t&lc:o p1aoo. .t.t tho •-
tiao, bo .... or, he oo~tocl that tho Gonaaa.a hac! n&lla'blo 
a,uo,ooo - 1lho oould 'be oalled to tbe oolora in .... ot 
war. Dvill& th& oourao ot tile -th tho 11/.t. &pin roportod 
that tbo I'OUah 11 tl>atioJl b&cl 'beOD OOIOpU'atbolJ qlliot aiaoo 
,.... ao, but be -...rued that my idea that B1 tlor• 0 lutera 
procr- hac! 'beOD otoppod.,... aot bora• out 'bJ' tile mlit&rf 
o1-t1- u """- to h1a. OQ .t.upat 7, tho JV.l otlotod that 
Oonaan troop .,......,to -rd tho laot &ad OODOOiltrotlolll 
ot troop• &loac tho I'OUeb frontier Cl.ob 'becaa July 30, 
oouplocl with other -rc-01 aouuroa, 'beliocl tho apparOJl\ 
poll tioal oa.1a. 'fllo ... to l ater, ho r•portod that ......,. 
ottiooro _,.. 'beiac o&llod 'baot a...SdealJ to ciiRJ'. 'l!w Oor­
...,. ...... aow thraom ott tho ... k, ho e&ld, aa.d are .s.-~ 
ill& JlOt oaly il&llaiC 'b\1\ tho wbolo l'l:>liah Corridor aa.d l'eeehea, 
OQ tho clr.J tollowiJl& tho ou\broot ot tile 1'1:1 11 eh-Oo....., oon­
tl1ot, tho JV.l ill Berlin actrtMd tile War Dopartaont that tho 
1101t that ooulcl 'bo ozpootod trOll R1111ia wao a atroacthOJlinc 
ot tho Sonot 1&rr1ooa - tho Poliah frontier. !bl.o -1114 
-.o1 Po1uad to O&Dd troope to tho laot. .t.t tho •- ~. 
1M eharaotorieocl tile loft•t-Oor..., Paot ot .t.111111t 23 &I a 
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0.. S.pt..a.er 1, t1w lui aral.oo a ttaond Pl>lud, uul 
throe clqa later -.ctud u4 hiDOI <leolared war Oil tlw 
!lllrd loiob. 111111• tM Clol"liU war aaolll• wao 'becJ.ADiae to 
roll 1a hi&ll caar aad t.bo tlaal pbao•ot tlw PI>Uall oapalp 
.,. 'beiJt.& oo.aol""-4. t.bo II/A ia Loaclon "ported tbat tho 
lri'ial> lla4 told hiA tllat Go ...... )' lla. &&oolil11 tor Onl)' -
or tlrA"II 111>Dtlw ot llillt&r)' oporatioao, Jollowiq till ool­
lapoo ot Pl>lud, till lf/.t. In Jorl!D otated tllat Ooraaa)" 1 
tirot ..,,. wv.ld probabl)' 'be an aorial or 'llll<leroou oapaip 
acalnot -.eland ..,d lritilll oll1pp1Jt.&. It oiiOh a -paip 
tallocl to brine ..,.laad to llor I<Deoo, tllan Oor....,)' IW.It 
a ttaolr: till hoaoll aa.d Bri t1 ab aral.••• hclh .., a ttaolr: would 
onl)' bo &OOOIIplial>ecl throll&ll lolcJ.• u4 lollaad or t.llrcnrcll 
I\&17, aad t1w Jol&I-Dinab ro\lto ottorod till cr-aMot 
abaaoo ot ouooe11. In Italy ao ia 0.!'1UIXI¥ t.bo opeDiq ot 
t1w ;r.ar Uatl wu aarlcod b)' a tall. .t.t t.bo oJld ot February 
tlw tVA to ..._ 1D a peport oa alroratt pro ... otion poiated 
out tbot 'lli>ilo tlwro wu oonal<leral>lo war tall< tlloro lla4 
"- ao opeod up 1D pro<iuotloa wllioll Oll.pt iAdioate '-diato 
llootU1 tioo, A ,..port troa t.bo 11/.t. 1a Pario quoted F.-.AOil 
allit&r)' oouroeo u aub-ntiotinc tlli o tlloor)'. ._...r, 
till 11/.l lliaooll' did not boli.n that t.bo Itallaa _, prepara­
tion wao a blurt. Be took a mro pe11IJII.otio rlow ot tile 
oltuatioa, ~ 11,1.1. In Ro• roportod that u ot lllarab till 
probable auia• poaoo otroacth ot tlw ...-.q would be 800,000 
••• ... lt ot wboa wuld. DOt bo r114)' tor oollbat 1111t1l tilly 
t1a1 abed thoi r roorul. t wa1a1q ill July or Aucwot. b 
boliot 1D Italy tllat 1939 110v.ld co b)' wlt.llout war 1D t.bo 
oo:DO at.Dller u 19~ wao further oubotaatioted Ia a report 
by till 11/.t. 1D J'lllll . 4t tlla t t1•, Ill quo ted aa I tallaa 
ottioor eo oaid there ""uld bo DO war. At tile end ot tile 
-.>ntis t.bo 11/.t. "ported tllat Italiaa pro<hootion ot airora.tt 
load roaohod 150-180 lmito per aont.ll. 

'lbon war t1nall;y - on tho l'lrot ot S.ptooobor, Italy 
did DOt take part 1D 1 t . BonTOr, ltal7 OODtinlled ito 
11111 tory J'reparatio111 aDd by Ootobor ito ..-.y wao u t ioooted 
by the 11/.l to hno roacbod a total ot 1,100,000. .t.t t bo ond 
ot lo,..bor, he • •ti-tecl tlw~ Itoliaa war 1nduotry 110v.ld 
bo eablo to oqll1p t.bo Italian &ra)' tor a -Jor wv aad 
tlla' tlli o would pronnt ltal)' troa •nca&ID& 1D an)' oontl1crt 
ot lone duration. In ooatlloutern Europe tbo lut bar to 
tlw reU"lO&IIIIInt ot INlpria wao ruond b7 tile 8aloD1k:a hcrt 
ot ollaly U, l9J9 aad tile llv.lcarian -bat eetiaata ot April U 
plaood tile total araod •tr•n&'h ot l!v.l~arla at 80 ,000 -· 
Jllat before tbe outbrook: ot war, the II/A In ll\IGharut reported 
that wllilo tho ottioial polio)' ot Bulcoria wu noutralit)', 
it -• probable tllat Bulcaria -v.lcl bo dro11'11 iato aa;y coaoral 
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conflict . la ko•.obor t h o M/A in So! la aokod a m' mbor o! 
t ho l'rencb Location whether b.o bel1..,od Bulg"-rta would 
ponoit Go1'1DAIIT to have dr baooo on her terri tof')'. iho 
J'ronoh diploaat replied t hat be thousht it walikol)' bee.,. .. 
tho Bu.le;Ariano did n.ot wioh to tight on the aide of tho 
Axit power a, 

While Gol'll&lJ7 va.o 11t1lhi~~g tho earl7 part o! 1939 to 
a&ko tho f1l11oh1ag to11choo on her proparntiono tor poooible 
war, tho Britioh wore finall7 botianiag to raali=• tho tuD­
d#sent&l dangoro ot their poottion. On January 4, 1939, 
t h o 11./A in London otahd that tho proparodnuo effort had 
otartod too late and that tho initial conception• and pro­
grwu were not on a au!:t'1e1ent11 lo.r&• tcale. Be reporie.d 
that tho British boli...,.od that lihilo they vou.ld undergo •& 

aevere ordeal a t the outbreak of a war, a t the end of fro• 
2 to 6 monthe t hei r individll&l, milit&f')', end air initiative 
would na•• to t he lloetorn Povoro, iho M/A adviood tho llu 
Dop&rt•ont t hat thoro appeared to bo conaidorablo con!111ion 
and rumora aa to Ge~~·· next •ove during the first months 
ot 1939, On April 19, ho otntod thnt Xagland wno in a ••TT 
aerioue aituation t~deed aod that a general var vna ~inent . 
He eaid that i n ~ auah etrusglo, tho Royal Air J'orco 
would be quantitat1vo}T out-claeeod b7 tho Luttwatto. Be toraed 
t h o I!ri t11\h lU'1117 Al:lateurioh . In ~ and again in July, the 
M/ A reported t hat un.1 to of the llrithh W1217 which he in•l'ected 
had made a ver,y favorable 1mpraa91on and 1n view of the change 
from earlier inapeetiona , this waa a marked improvec~nt. ~nia 
was subotant iated bT other more optimistic reports on the 
&onoral aitll&t1on . 

The other major weateru power, France, alao attempt•d 
to utili•e 1939 to eateh un with tho Gormnn war machine but 
tho M/A to Pario took a peia1m1ot1c view of the oo attempts. 
In April 1939, he dioeuosod tho attempts boiD« m&do to 
remei!T th e wealcneose• of tho French poettion. However, 
he "ado 1 t clear that l'ronch mobilization of 1ndllotTT for 
war wao not effici ent ond t hat French production had not 
reached the organisation neceaeary for the aucceaAful 
prooecution of a var. Ho renorted that while tho French 
wore o.he.kon b)' Hitler'• ""'rch i nto Prt.g~.>e, they onr 
eetLoatod the reoiotance which the Fol1eh Br~ wollld be 
able to off er to 8l1T f11rthor German "ov ement to the ~•t. 
In a aerie• of reports, ~ a diaeuaaed 7reneh viewa on the 
general oituati on, The French, bo oaid, believed tha t the 
Genoan &rilly >me 100 percent behind Bitler but t~t Gonot\.n 
f uel reeerY<S were limi ted to 6 montho and that t he otreneth 
of the Germe.n &rilly wao 1,000,000 to 1, 200,000. iho Polioh 
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~ eonaieted of about 500,000 aen vitb £Ood o~fieere and 
aoldie.r-a bu.t an 1uadequate nuaber of non-cou1111oned officer• 
and 1nautf1ciont ~tor1ol, 

henoh we&kn.eee in the &ir be-came 1tead1l;r ll~ent and 
tho M/A 1D Pario reported tllat tbis weaknell waa tull;!' d1o­
ouaaod in the proaa &nd the Chamber of Deputtea. Plana nnd 
appro»riot1on• vere .. de in 1937 !or an tncr•••• to 1,500 
ao dorn combat air.,ra!t b7 Anril 1940. The Frenoh air otrenr.th, 
how.,er, waa atoadi~ dim1niah1a& and, although tho Franch Atr 
Miniatr,r deo1arod oar~ in 1939 t hP-t tho aircraft induatrr 
would aoon produc e 250 8-ircra.tt •oothl,y, the french ara:or re­
c eived o~ 15 ailitaT;!' aircr~ft in Janunry 1940. 

In iaatern »~ope, the Sovtet Onion, thoroughly aware 
of the c!Anc•ro of ita 1oolated poaaeaa1ona athr the l!unioh 
Agreem ent, pUllbacl. 1 to rearmament prog.r""• In 1939 the 
Soviet gov~rn:umt eu·ried tbroue...h & reor«ani•atton of the 
People 1a Co~laeariat of Mun1tiona and also th~ Comm1e~ar1at 
ot l"ood Indu•try. The aountinc 11.111 tary eX!)eneea were al1o 
ohown in the staady increaae in the bud&ot for natiooal dofenae. 
Durtoc tho apriQ& a.nd ear~ &\l.IIIJ!ler the Soviet govertll>ent. C$r­
r1ed on 1te negotiations vitb both tbe wea tero ~wera and 
Germ~ but no troop mo•emente ~ere apparent ether than thos e 
•hown by locCLl. aaneUYere . However. duri ng th~ month ot 
A~st Juat be!ore the concluaion of tho SoTiet-Ge~an agree­
~ent1 cona1dernble moveQeDta of troops to the Far ~at ~ere 
reported 'b;y the M/J.. in Moacow, A later report by theM/A 
amphalized the aerioulneaa vitb which the Soviet• eoneidered 
tho Buuo-Japaneae aituation and tho milt to.ry at epa loh1oh 
theY were taking to meet any OTentuality on that frontier , 
Following tho out'breelc of hoat1l1t1ea between Pole..'\<!. and 
Germaey, the Ru.1siane, on SeptM!ber 16. invaded Poland nnd 
Joined with flerm~ in a 4th po.rtition of that nation. 
Doop1te their t~eaty with Germ~, the M/A r eported appra­
hena1on in Moscow concernin& poaeible movcent of :=~111t.o.ry 
nenta 1:a the Waet . Ke alao reported the mov~,.nt of 
Soviet di .. taiona to tl>e J'tunhh frontier in the north Bl 

~•11 n1 to the Turk1th border tn ·the aouth. The order of 
battle o! the Soviet air forc e oubmi~tod 'b;y theM/£ 
ecphaaitod the grovins "oneern which tho Soviet leaders 
~~lt to~ their vaatern !ronti!r. On HOv~ber 3~, the 
Red 1>.1'1117 invaded !'inlan~. 
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1940 

llurillg the willtor oncl early oprillg or 1940, mU 1to.ry 
aot1Gil 'ftl at a oa&phto otonclotlll . Tho oampa1gn for Poland 
had bolD o001pl otod and tho ollly fightillr; to.lcillg plaoo -• t ho 
Soviet attoolc on Pillloncl. lJ1 Fohrua'ry, tho Uilitary At too he 
in Borlill ootimotod Gorman plano product ion at approximatel y 
1800 to 2000 per aonth, though ho warned that thio figure 
might be olightly high. Tho French wore aloo aware of tho 
grawillg Gor111&11 otrongtb, '!'he l.!ilitorl' AttMhe in Parle re­
ported that the Fronob "ar Doportlaent ootil:lated Gol"ll>any had 
mobillted between 1 50 and 170 diviolono and that thio number 
aight be oTontually inoroaoed to SOO d1v1o1ono . -OD February 21 , 
tho llilito.ry Attache 1D Paris reported further that Gor<ll&Jcy 
had 101 to 106 divisions concentrated on the Weetern Front . 
Thia ocmpared with a report from Berl1D by tho l!111to.ry Attache 
whioh placed th.e tir;ure of divieiona in the lfeet at 111 . 'l'he 
Mil i tary Att~ehe in Berl in eat 1m&ted, however , that the f i gure 
of 214 divioiono ~nioh he •tated would be mobi lized by Juno 1 
might, in fact, be called to colore by May 1 . 

In the aurprise attack, the Gerxane moved north on 
April 9 overrunning Donm.rk .nd No~, but two dayo later, 
approxi:"'ately a month beror e the a.tta.ck 1n the Weet, the 
Uilitary Attache in Berlin ad.,laed t.lt& War Depertr.llent th.at 
tho Ger11UU\a believed thot the !taginot LiD• could be 
broken. Following the a~oGeeetul Worwegian camp~ign, 
tho l.!llitary Attacne in Berlin roportod that tho military 
aituntion -.a auepicioualy quic~ and he felt thAt further 
action would tollow soon . In c6neider1ne wh.e.t tom thie 
action would take, be added, one must alw&ys be •~• of 
the pot6ntialit1ea of the gre•t GerffiAD concentrations 
in the West. A week leter , on April 29, he ~tatod 
categoricelly that io view of the preparAtions of tbe German 
military forcea, a general ottoneivo on the Northarn part 
of the Weatern Front would be undertaken in an attempt to 
broak throuf!)t and defeat tho Allied o.rmioa , At the atart of 
tho otfonai~• 1D tho Woot , tho l:ilitary Attaoho in BerliD 
ootimated that tho Goraan Amy poaaossod 240 divioiono o! ell 
typee . ()1 1!ay 131 he &dded that the G·er-me.n offens ive launched 
on the nor-thern part of' the French front we.a designed to 
d•atrD'J all the Allied Militer; foroea . 

0D JUDO ZO, the firc t hint Of Gorman dissatisfaction with 
tho Rusaiano woo given by the ~ilitary Attache in Borl1n who 
reported that econOQic oooper~t1on with the Soviet government 
MU proTinC UDIDt1ef•ctory . .~t that time, boweve.r, he be-
11o•o4 that ~or~ would undGrtalco An attack on Engl and, lt 
thio proved ouocoooful, ho added, it woul d be followed by 
operations againot tho Sovie t Union and 1D Africa. On July 24, 
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bo agal.JI Motioned W18atisfactoty Soviet-German relatio,.., 
atating that 60 diTioioDa had been concentrated in Poland 
and Eaotorn Geruey ao a precautioDal')' meaoure. Doopi te 
bis eurmtoe or possible action ~gel.Jiot t he Soviet Union, 
tho llilitaty Attache belie'fOd that t he ohio! German objective 
waS in E:ftc1and , and that t he IIIOVOIOODt of troops to the Eaat 
wu de!onai.,. in Datura. On A~~~~Uot 16, he advised t hat 
Ge1'11W11 would bo"b England he&Yi~ and per haps send invasion 
Ulliee 1! obo gained air suprtlllac:y. A week later, bo cabled 
that Garuey bad 8000 first line planes f or use against the 
Bri tioh in ad eli tioo to .)000 for int erMl defense. 

On September 25, the llilltor;y Attache 1D Berlin reported 
for tbo first tiM that German unite were be1Dg sent to !lortb 
Africa to bolster the Italiano 1D their tight against the 
Britiah. B;y October 11, he advised that the probabilit;y of 
a land at tack on the British Iolea duriog tho present year wao 
decreaol.JI8 rapidly although it could not be entire~ discounted. 
Troop move~ento in the East and Southeast were continuing, be 
added. 

On November 22, the Uilitary Attache in Berlin r eported 
that concentrations of t roops in nertbern Norway served notice 
on tho SoTiet tlnion of great interest in Finland • s llineral 
deposito. Followl.JI8 the victorious campaign 1D Franco and the 
low countries, the Uilitar;y Attache advised t hat men had been 
called to colors in small nwobers but steadll:r and GeJ"tD&t17 
would baYo approxinobte~ 22.) division• available by the and 
of the year. In a report o! Dece11ber 6, t he Uili tor:r Attache 
and hio assistants agreed that t he Un.tted States must not under­
eatbate GaJ"tD&t17 and t hat as a nation, t he !'bird Reich wa.a 
tremendous~ powerfUl. 

A f"" days later, ho noted t hat new divisions were bo1Dg 
forlled 1D Gernaany and by t he spring of 1941 the German ~ 
would have at least 250 divisions. Despite t he lack of anti­
Soviet comment, the Militar;y Attache suspected that the ground­
work waa bei ng prepared for a strategic surprise attack against 
Ruaoia and warned tbet the possibil ity of ouch an attack should 
~;a carefUlly weighed. On Dece11ber 11, be reported that tho 
.abilization of GermaQ;r was continul.JI8 at an accelerated rota 
and that 65 per cent or the GeTlM.!l •I'lliY waa stationed in Gei'IIIAJlY, 
Poland and Southeaot Europe. r.!eanwhlle, unite poasib~ destined 
tor the invaoion of England bad been withdrawn from Belgium and 
Holland, he added in a report a week later. 'l'hia report alao 
stated that the Garman strength of Panzer divisiooo woo being 
increased to 20. 
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During the winter or 19>9•40 and the ear4' spring, 
Ge~1 a southern Ax1e partner continued to remain outside 
the c onflict, llow,ver, the Italian govenuoeot epant &II ~ 
oreaoing uount tor military preparations, The M/A in Roaoe 
advised the 1lar Depa.rtaent that Ita4' had av&ilable a total 
or near4' 4 , 500,000 men, but that it was not in a position 
to &1'11 and equip thi& nwaber, In !Jaroh he estimated that the 
.... tropolitan &1'11\Y or I ta4' condated of 11 300,000, At the 
end of the same 110ntb he ateted that wllile Italian military 
leaders knew they would not be able to m.o.intain a total war 
effort !or long they were doing all in their power to prepare 
for poaeible involvement in the conflict. In August 1940, 
following the fall of Franca, the 11./A in Belgrade reported 
that the Italian propaganda waa being directed at Yugoslavia 
and that it was reported Albania bed been pro10iaed part a or 
the aouthern Sln kingdom, The !!/A in Rome reported on 
December lJ, thet leaders of the F'aciat l'art;r were making 
attacks on high rank1ng officers and on the General Staff 
and t hat in view of the Italian debacle in North Africa, 
German aid to Ita~ • s Af'rican arm:r was increasing~ probable. 
Three dayo later however, the U/A reported that the presence 
of German troop• might 10ean mere4' Germane on their way to 
Lib7& to study colonial peace policies and t hat it was not 
expected t hat Germanr would give It~ &n¥ direct military aid, 

leanwhile, the Bulgarian.e continued to re:nain aloof from 
the conflict throughout 1940, The ~ilitary Attach e reported 
from Belgrade on !larch '2:7 that a !Joscow-Sofia collllllercial air­
line had been inaugerated but t b l s was believed to be a Soviet 
propaganda measure and not an indication that the Soviete had 
obtained any material conceeaions in Bulgaria. Three months 
later, t he Military Atteche in Athens eetimated that the 
BulgariKR Air Force consisted of 541 good planes but that 
heavy shipment& of war materials continued to arrive in 
Bulgaria, 

In addition to ite regular !!ilitary Attache• in the major 
capitals in Europe, the United States government also decided 
to place l.lilitary Attaches in Belgium and t he !letberl.anda. An 
attache wae aasigned to Bel gium during the sumoer of 1938 and 
one wae assigned to t he Net horlands ef'ter tbe fall of Poland 
in the fall of 1939. These attaches continued their work until 
tbe G<lrman invasion in the apring of 1940. Their reports 

particular~ during the apring of 1940, gave an accurate picture 
of the strength of t he Low Gountries and t heir possible contri· 
but i on to any defense of neatern Europe against a German in­
vasion. nhtle German preparations for a posoible attack on 
the Soviet Union gradually beca111e clear to our military observers 
in Berlin during the latter half of 1940, the !lilitary Attache in 
Moscow reported that the Soviet Union waa stead14' strengthening 
i t e position duri ng t he year. The war with Finland caused a 
food shortage in the I:Oscow area, but the IJ1.l.itary Attache reported 
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that tho oituation hac! not beeoM criticel. In .lprll, be 

reported that llolito•'• lpftcb otiNit&ed triODdabip with 
C.:t'MD;T aDd rl&ilaDco apinat PINincb actirtti .. in tho !lear 
E&at . The Nilituy Attache atotoc! that Stelin did not 'I&Dt 
a complota Soviet -c.,.,.., llilitory alli ance which •igbt toroo 
h~ into a oar with major powero. HowoTer, tbe Soviet Union 
contillue<l to profit by Ge,.,...., preoccupation 111 the \7oot aDd 
tho Ullitary .lttocha r tported tLo anDeuti on of oectioDI of 
Boooarabia in t ho llo1darW Sortot SocialiJtt Republic in 
.lueuat 1940. 

In the fall or 191.0, it beoue apparent 111 loloacow t hat 
the Soviet-Cel'lii&D relatione had become at rainoc!. 

191.1 

Tho year 1941 opened with Go~ preparin8 for a tre­
,..ndoua ..Uitary atfort. The U/Aa in Berlin were aware or 
tbe net incroaao pleMed 111 tbe Gen>&~~ e.nq &lid Hported 
th .. continuelly during the apr111e of 191.1. On J&DUUY 17, 
the 14/A advised that the """t probeb1e Qeman atrort ""uld 
be either an attack on England or on the Soviot Union. He 
addod thot then 11igbt be a minor campaisn 111 tho Balkan area 
to relieve preaouro on the Ital1&11e ADd to consolidate Cerm&JV 'a 
poaition in eoutheoatern Europe. In t hie report bo paid parti­
cular ottention to the factors indicating pooo1b1e action 
opinat the Sorlet Union, such aa tronp concentrations, in­
creaaod aov~nta of ootorized unite, continued Coraan aoblli­
sation, and rel'Ort• or coolne80 in Sortet•Ceraan relatione. 
On January Z7, bo advised tbe l'lar Department that a Gerll&ll 
PtJIU r brigade oaa already in Tripoli but thoro wu no ind1-
cat1Qn that Get'111&J17 pleMed a major operat ion 1n the 86.ll<ane . 
PoweTar, Qersan concantratione in SoutheaatPrn Europe continued 
to 11'0" · .ln eat~te ot Gerll&ll otrongth Ia Rwu.Dia on February 
l3 prepared tor the Cl:ief o! Stat!, placed t ho nwober of liui 
tt'Oopl at t'ro• 500,000 to 600,000. These troope, it W&a oteted, 
wore intended tor a poeeible thruet aouthward to the .legean. 
Suob a .. ve would place all Soatb ... '-n Europe under complete 
Oenan Control. A mont h later tho M/A 111 Berlin reported 
that Qermar(l' had .)2,300 planao in action aervioo or 1n reserve. 
SeTorel dqo later &DOthe:r ca-.tn•cation troa the M/A in 
Berlin ateted that it wao diN'ioult to Judge whether the Gersana 
rMll.T •eant to attack the Britieb Ioloe or not, elthougb ha 
tho111bt they probebly did not . The publicity which they gATe 

to ouch an &ttack ho felt ••• intended ao a part of a war or 
norvoa. On U.roh 17, the ~A adviood Waohlnston that further 
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prepanUana .. N goiJI& an for a 1IU ap1Aet Ruad.a. a.nun f....,.. 1A the !ut hod bMn AMdi~ increued 1A t_.,e lut. 
t.o -ka, b. aaid , Tllree new ~ crouP• hod bMn reported Ulll ~ hod cc:.plet.ed a t~VrTq ot t.he lm81i&n border, 
Tile• and ot.ber factors, tb. 11./A atat.ed, led hia to beliew tbet an attack an Rulia..., beiAc prepared. 

A flartbar 1Ad1cat1cn of Sone~er.aD tension waa given by the M/A an IJ.areh 2e : bo reported that the Soviet Union 
was u.oin& b.r 1Atl11<111U in tile Balltana to encouraca anU-Oar..n et.eote, By AFUlS, the 11./A in Berlin hod bacOIM ccnY!Aced that 1Ad1caticna pointed toward .., attack againat tb. Soviet Union •h1l• a fllrther report an the •- dq l't.ated tb.t OerMD;:r Mod ClllJ' 48 ccabat dirtsianl an tbe Channel coa.st. Ulll could nat laiiiiCb an attack en tb. Br1t1ah Ialea until theM had been reinforced. ()! IJ.ay 13, ha reported that the R\1.11ian lituation had now reachad a critical stage and Oanu.n troop concentratiana on the Sorlet frontier had been 1ncrea.aed to 
~prca:iaate~ 100 dirt.aiona. Tha first 1ndicaU011 that the a.nuna aight cantln\18 South into the Aegean after overrunninc YU£oalaY1a and Clreace in their Ballcan Ullp&ign cue in ~. On llay 15, be WVIIed tbet the Genu.na intancled to attack Crete by aid of paratroopa, In a -andiD !or the Ch1at ot Stat! 011 llay 20 just after the bas1nnin& o! tbe Crete operation, it waa l't.ated that a Geraan aucceea would cloee the llediterranean to tb. British, 

On the eve of the Soviat-Ge..-n connict, JWJe 16, the 11./A reported b-0111 Berlin t.hat he had the iapreaai011 that a p-eat crisis waa at hand. In an eataate !or the Chief of Stat! en the situation 011 the Rllaaian !rant 011 JWIS 25, three da711 after the Oei'IIM attack an the Soviet Un1011 the lll&1n object o! tha Oel'll&lla was cona1dered to be the deotrw:ti011 o! 
the nortbarn V011p o! Soviet andes , During the •-
e.p&ip the M/A reported that. Oenoany had aade considerable progreea but that there wu not evidence that the Soviet Union ..u bre&lc:ing up internall,y. By the end o! August be stated 
tbat the OeDIUI8 •ould be forced to accept a l1a1t.ed objective in Ruaia in 1941 bacauee of Ru1ian ruiatance and that they •ere -1<1 ng plana !or t. .tnter campaign in North .Urica, On October 3, be reported that Clenlaey would han 300 dirtliana bir the end of the year Ulll that the 11./A 'a office knew o! the 
aiat.ance of 24 panaer d1v1aicna, In October be eataatad that the Genoana ware planning a grand 1cale o!!enaive in the Sortet Un1on to break tba SoYiet Union bator. tba wicter eet in, If tlzie C&ltp&ign ahould fall, be added, ~ would face dafeat , 
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During 1941, t be i11portance or the role plA,yed by 0.1'11oaD1' a eouthern partQet' eo...mat, &1 though the brwlt or tbo tiabttne ill tbe Sorlet 
O!Uon end &leo in tb• borne by the Cera&~~ .u..y. On Jenuery ;a:J1 \lie Attache in Ro"" otated that theN were peraiate11\ ~ta tb&t tbe O.rman Air Force 
in SioilJ' would att-t an airborne imaaion ot IU.lta but that DO actual preparetiona tor such an atteck could be con­tinled. Sarly in Uarch , he eetim8t ed that the Italiane had only eoee 6 or 800 c ,nb& t 9lanoe ot all type a in continental Italy, Sicily and Sardinia. By April .3, the Italiana bed concentrated ao~~e 450,000 troops in Albania . On Lley 1), the l.lilitary Attache in Rome advised the lfar Depert11ent or tbe rua>r ot future Ge""" and Italian plana to take the Sues Canal aDd ettack the British tleet in the Eaet l:edit.err...,.an and a 80nth later, he predicted that the Italian A.ir Force would becOM more acti'ro in the Mediterranean, In a lett er in .t.uguat, tho l!llitary Attache in Roae atated that it waa 

doubtful whet her the O.rlllllUI would continue to turnieh eutticient equipment and raw ~~eterial tor the potential 120 division• in Italy einco the Germane wiabed the Italian .u..y to be atrong enough to be helpful, but not atr ong aoough to hue deluaiona or ind&pet>deDee. In Decellber , he advioed that Italy bad an Air Force with a total per sonnel ot approrl­utely 200,000. 

l.:eenwbile clurine 1941, the epread or the :Quoopean !Tar 
to Southoootern Europe finally brought t he Bulgarians into the conflict . By April 4, the lo!l.litary At tache in Sotio r eported t hat the Bulgariane were three-quarter• oobilised and tbat olll;f lack or equipaent prevented tbe calling or oore Mn to the colore. The U1l1t&I7 Attache added that an agreoment had b~an reached between Bulgaria and Oercanr and that Bulgarian troopa would be concentrat ed along the Turkish front, relieving Genoan diYidona dgain&t Yugo&lavie and 
Gr~e. On April 9, the llil1tary Attache warned the 1Tar Depart11ent that an attack on Yugoslavia seemed likely at any time in view or Geraan troop diapoaitione. Oo April 14, the l.l111tuy Attache re;x>rted the .,.,.,.ent ot Bulgarian troopa throusb Soria end appartn~ ~tionr !or reoccupc.ti:>n ot Thraoe and L!acedonia. CotftllliL tion or the Bulgarian intentions to ocouw terri torieo of 'tillite• a.nd l:acedonie wae aeon in a co.-unique ioeued b7 the Bulgarian~ on April 19. 

~though the Soviet Union maintained apparent outward 
triendehip with G<>rllAllY during the earl.J' part or 1941, the govn-DMnt took otopa to bloek Ger.n expenaion in Soutb­
eaatern Furope. The WJ.1t.ary Attache in Uoocow on Janu&1'7 6 quoted a Soviet ofti cer aa •!lYi ng that !h!!! tho Camano croseed t ba Soviet trontior, they would be ""t and defeated. The uae or the word !h!!! rat her than !! 1nd1eated the current reeling 
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a.oq Sortot oltit:en that a club betwo.., the two natiou 
waa l..Dnitablo. Fllrthar l..Dd1eaticn that tho Sorteto wen> 
taJdDa utaubo allitary proparot1one to - t OI>:f pouibla c;..,..., tbreat • •• g1von 1.D a report by tho tl1litar)' Attaeho 
1.D lloacow or January V in • hlob he reported that a gn>at 
- claaMa were be1.Dg celled to the colora. The Sortat 
Onion contl..Dued to l..Dcroaao ita military oppropriat1ona 
during the earl.)' pert or 1941, tho Military Attache reported. 

On April 8 , tbo Yilitary Attache adviaod tho ~ar Do­
port•ont that there were indloationa of o break between tho 
Sodot Union and llorlaaey. Three • ooko later, the Uillt&r7 
Attache in Uoacow advised that tho danger ol a Gor..a 1D­
nl1cn appeared to be growl..Dg. Ro added that troop• and 
Mtar1ol bad been tranotan-od woatward. In Uq, be oga1n 
into.-...! tho lfor Doport.ont thot ho bad boon adviaod by 1 
Slonl< diplo:ut that Gon>an unite had been pual..Dg throUih 
8rat1alan, da.r aDd nicht, 110vl..Dg in tho direction of tho 
Sodot Union . On Juno 19, tho I.Ulltary Attache atated that 
tho GoJ'1111le han adviaod the State Doportloent to ovacuata 
Aller1can """""' and cblldreD fro• tho Soviet UnioD indicat­
l..Dg tho poaaibllity or aD invasion b)' Goru.n J.rrq. Follo•-
1ng tho Goman attaek on Jllno 22, bo sent a aeries of tole­
grue to tho llo.r Departaent advioing tho11 of tho dovolDp­
IMDta in tho war. The r.tili tllr)' A ttoohe also advised tno 
1Tar Deportn:ent that tho Soviot Union had approxilletel)' 22 
d1v1eiona in t he For Eaat. 
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