The summaries which follow are besed solely on information relating
to Japan's war potentisl snd intentions included in reports from U.S,
Military Atteches end Militery Observers during the period begimnming
1 Jemuary 1937 and ending 7 December 1541. Thess intelligence documents,
& descriptive catelogue of which follows the yearly summeries, are
reproduced in Far Esstern Documents, Volumes I = XV. In most cases
marginal lines have been added to the documents to indicate sections
pertinent to the subject.

Marginal references in the yearly summaries indicate the documents
from which the information is extracted. For instance, "FE 1" refers to
the first Far Esstern document, Where several sources contain
egsentially the seme informstion, they are indicsted in the mergins but
not always referred to specificslly in the text of the summaries. When
the source of any statement is desired, the merginsl references should
be compared with the snnexed table of contents of the documentary file.

The following abbreviations heve been used:

ML Military Attoche or Assistant Military Attache
MO Military Cbeerver

Expreassions such as "Tokyo reported" or "Singapore reported"
refer to reports from War Department intelligence personnel stationsd at
those places, BHReports are included from Military Atteches or Assistant
Military Attaches on duty at embassies or legations in Japen, Chins,
Thailand, Australia, Portugal, Great Britain, and Mexieco, and from
Military Observers in Indis, Malaye, and Netherlands Indies, where no
diplomatic representation was maintained.
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During the first half of 1937, the military leaders of Japen
were building up & war peychology. Ome of the most formidable
instruments used ss sn army propsgends sgency was the Imperial
Reservists Associstion, with & large and well disciplined membership
scattered throughout Japan. The Army was engaged in a alx-year
expansion progrsm providing for (a) increess of the iir Corpe and
antiaircraft defenses; (b) increese of the military force in
Manchoukuo; (¢) improvement of military treining facilities;

(d) replenishment of wur materisls; and (e) orgenization of
industry in the interest of natiénal defense.

In the budget debate in the Diet during the eerly months of
the year, references were made to the so-called "Continental Poliey"
and "Southwerd Expension", While most of the prenouncements on
expansion came from army lesders, there wes indicetion of concur-
rence by the Navy when Rear Admirsl Sekine, sddressing a private
gathering, seid: "Even with no nevael tresty, we need not worry.
Our duty is clearly to go shead with our preparations for over-
seas development."

In early Tuly the so-called Chines Incident began, and what at
first eppeared to be a locel incident in North China developed into
a major conflict engulfing a large portion of the Chinese Republic.
Following the cutbreak of hostilities, Japan began mobilizing the
Army, and the movement eventuslly toock on the proportions of a
genersl mobilization. Four divisions were added to the sctive
army by reconstituting similar units disbanded in 1925.

The Japanese War O0ffice extended the terms of service for
membars of mobilized units end units in China until ordered trans-
ferred to the reserves, except such privetes ss might be ordered
dischsrged. Specisl voluntesr officers snd reservista of all ranks
and gredes called into sctive saervice were to serve until
relieved from sctive servica, For members of non-mobilized unita
ot home statlions, ineluding conseript reserve privates, whera the
term would normally expire in 1938, the term was extended to 1939.

The Japenese War Office, aa of 30 September, estimated that
there were available 4,750,00C trsined and partly trained ressrvists
meeting physicel requirements., The MA in Tokyo estimsted Japan
had 950,000 troops under arms ss of 29 October., The Imperial
Headquarters was established in the Imperial Pslasce on 20 November,
Only on two previous occesions had this headquerters been
established: 4in 1894, Just prior to the Sino-Jepanese Wer; and
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1937
in 1904, following the ocutbreak of the Russo=-Japanese War.

FE 23 Appropriations for the Army during 1937-38 totalled
Yen 2,464,078,117, including supplementary appropristions of
Yen 1,422,712,777, or 45 per cent of the expenditures voted for the
Ml ‘hj-uh lll:l'lm"l-lﬂ. ".‘-G !'n 5,&33,36#,279-

FE 20 Few thoroughly modern srmy sirplenes were in use in 1937,
but prospects of improvement were excellent with an ambitious
building program for 1937-38. The new 97 (1937) type planes
compered favorably with service models of foreign natlons.
Contracts were let for 500 new 97 (1937) type planes for delivery
by 1 July 1938. Compared with the previous year, squadron strength
incressed from 53 to 59, Trained pilots numbered about 1400, with
288 trained during the yesr, The number of obsclete planes
decressed, so thet the mumber of aveilable plsnes on 1 July (1223
of ell types) represented en incresse of only 34 plenes, Seversl

FE 13 new airplsne compsnies were formed, and plens were made for
incressing production facilities.

FE 17 legislation of a mertime chsrscter enacted £t specisl
sessions of the Diet included the "Military Secrets FProtection
o FE 25 Law," pesssed on 7 August, and the "Munitions Industry

Mobilization Law," paessed on 9 September. The Cabinet Flanning

FE 38 GBoard was recrganized to plan for complete control of industry,
finance snd labor, in accordance with the need of the national
defense program.

FE 22 An unfriendly attitude toward forelgn powers was manifested on
several occssions during military operations in China., It was

FE 26 clearly stated on 17 September by the Seplor Aide to the Navy

Minister that pesceful commerce with China would not be interfered

with, but if & situation like thet in Spein should develop, Japan

change her policy. Nevertheleas, there were several

incidents involving British and Americsn nationals. The attitude

toward Great Britain was decidedly unfriendly, slthough Russia

wes constently referred to ss the immediste end potential enemy.

o

The resction to President Rocsevelt's "Qusrsntine" speech of
5 October was one of shocked dissppointment without any
demomstration of enmity. Likewise, the sinking of the Americen
gunboat "Panay" brought an officiel expression of regret with
offer of restitution, The public end the press expressed hope
that the United States would be megnenimeus in its judgment of
the incident.

=
t 85 ¥R

o




W Eddd
B I32T830

i
&

e — ——

SECRET

The MA in Tokyo reported on & Janusry thst the amicable
settlement of the Pansy Cese should nmot obscure the fact that
nationalistic groups in Japan harbor "considersble irritation
and 111-feeling® toward the United States becsuse of our "inter-
ference in the affairs of the Far Esst,®

The Japanese often reiterated that tha mited States “does
not underetend Japen" or "fully recognize the justice of Japan's
lﬁmﬂ" and in so doing they made it evident that "underatanding
Japan" really meant giving her a free hsnd in East Acias,

The Japanese Foreign Minister steted in Msrch that "Japen
desires stabilizetion in the Far Eest, with herself ass the
central figure," and that "there will be no conflict betwesn
Japan snd the United States ss long ss they understsnd each other,"

Tokyo reported on 18 March thut the Shiunso Soclety, a
Japenese nationalist group, stated in newspaper advertizementa
addressed to the Americsn people that the way for the United
States to get "peace in the Orient" was to stop oppressing
Japan; "respect the position ofr Japan, the greatest power
in the Orlent;...mske sbsclutely no politicel activity or
economic operations having politicel significsnce without the
understanding of Japanj...guide other Powers to take the same
attitude."

The ensctment of the General Mobilization Law on 24 March
laid the foundation for totalitarlan control end for complete
wartime mobilization of Japen's economy and menpower. This law,
which wes originally passed with the specific sssurance that it
would not be invoked for the "China Incident,® virtuslly suspended
the constitution end enabled the Govermment, through the issusnce
of Imperisl Ordinsnces, to mobilisze and regulste the humsn and
materisl reesources of the Empire exclusively for war, The
Minister of War told the Japanese Army Division Commenders in
April that there must be s mobilization of the entire Japanese
strength "because the end of the China incident wes remote end
the changes in the internationel situstion were difficult to
predict,” Tokyo reported on 12 Mey that the Jepanese War
Ministry planned to issue & pemphlet which emphasized that
PJapan is facing & erisis in which the fortune of the nation is
at staks" and that "enly by strengthening this general mobilization
aystem can the ambitions of & third power be restrained.,” Om
15 November the MA in Tolgro outlined the procese by which tha
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Genersl Mobiliszation Law wee graduslly being put into full

effect through the pilsecemeal spplicetion of the wardous provisions
at times when propsgenda or military successes made conditions
favorable,

With the extension of military operations in Chins during
1938 the mobilized strenmgth of the Japanese Army steadily
inoressed, On 26 March the MA in Chins reported thet a total of
1,200,000 Japanese troops were under arms. Various measurea to
strengthen the military conseription system, to incresse the
efficiency of military training, end to begin to utilize the
manpower of Japsn's colonies for militery purposes were reported
during 1938. The MA in Tokyo reported on 18 Jamuary that
the new law to require two years of military service by all
conseripts in the Japanese Infantry, regardless of preconscription
training, was necessary because of the need for "further training
of soldiers in the waried weapons now in use." An Imperial
Ordinance, effective 3 April, provided that all Japanese subjects,
ineluding Korsans, Formosans, Ainu, end South Sea Islanders,
above tha age of 17, might voluntear for the Army, subject
to selectlon and physlecel examination. Under thls new program
400 Eoreans were selected for training in 1938, Under the
leadership of Gensral Arski, Minister of Eduestion, the Japanese
aducational aystem put increased emphasis on Japanese nationalism

In commenting on the eontinued strengthening of Japanese
home air defenses, the MA in Tolkyo reported on 11 April that the
Japanose wera not greatly worried over the prospects of air ralds
by Chinese but that they were "drawing plans to combst potentisl
danger from any source™ and were “taking edventage of the present
emergency to organize snd trein personnel on & netion-wide basis
for coordinetion with militery preperations.,"™ On 1, May the MA
in Tokye reported Japanese plans for the construction of 28 new
airdromes near large cities end of double purpose parks-smergency
landing fields in Japasnese villages.

Tolgyo reported on 19 April that eppropriations for the Army
during 1938-39 totelled Yem 3,823,594,189 (compared with Yen
2,464,078,117 for the fiscal year 1937-38) of which Yen
2,259,000,000 represented sppropristions for the "China Incident®
(lp.inl';- supplemental appropriations of Yen 1,422,712,777 during
193?'38 "

In the spring of 1938 the Japenese Government lsunched a
vigorous "spiritusl mobilization" vrogram to secure on the homae
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front the fullest possible support of the war in China. The MA
in on 14 May: "The response of the people appears
to be all that could be desired....With stoic determination the

have set to fight & serious wer." Tokyo reported "as
significant™ that Genmeral Araki, Minister of Education, stated in
a apeech on 2 July that Japan possessed the perfect soclal system
aend therefore had beccme the center of the world., Gemeral Arski
amphasized Japan's "mission" to unite the cultures of the Orient
and the Oeceldent in accordance with the "Imperial Prineipls,®

Tokyo reported on 1 July that the Japanese Army Alir Corps was
undergoing a "most widespresd modernization program.® On 1 July
the number of Army planes was estimsted to be 1,455 with 305
additional planes ordered but not delivered. The increase in
firat-line srmy planes from 782 to 1,093 and the decreasa in
obsolescent planes from 435 to 359 during the preceding 12 months
wae "due largely to the tremendous Army production program which
commenced during the spring of 1937 and continues st present.”
Japsnese siroraft production fmeilities were unsble to meet the
inereased demends of the Army end Navy, however, and the Army
bought B0 Fiat bombers abroad. During the preceding yesr Japsnese
army squedron strength increased from 59 to 80, and on 1 July
;zm ptﬂa.:tn numbered 1,600, with 350 trained during the preceding

mon’ -

Increasing Japanese irritation over the foreign aid rendered
the Chinese Govermment by forelgn powers was reflected in
numercus reports from the Fer East during 1938, France was
especlslly singled out for allowing the use of French Indo-
Chine reilways in transporting materisl to the Chinese end for
objecting to Japen's appsrent intentlon of oceecupying Hainen
Island.

The MA in China on 15 July quoted Prince Konoe as saying
that "forelgn aid slome 1s prolonging the 1ife of the Chiang Kei-
shek regime™ and that "Japan would teke both economic and
diplomatic measures to dlssusde the foreign powers from siding
Chiang Kai-shek,"

While the Japsnese were using discriminatory messures and other
pressure against French, English, snd American intereasts in
Japanese-occupled territories in the hope of stopplng foreign
aid to China, Germany tried to atrengthen its ties with Japen
by such acts &8 the rocognition of Manchoukuo on 12 May,
the ban on German exports of arms to Chine in June, end the
withdrawal of German military advisers from China in July.
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Russo-Japenese relations remained strained as a result of
continued delay in renewasl of the fishing sgreement and of recurrent
border inecidents, especislly the fighting at Changkufeng during
July and August.

During the Eurcpesn crisis over Czechoslovakls in September,
the MA in Chine reported by radio thst s Japanese-controlled
newspeper in Tientsin snd a Japanese military spokesman in
Shanghal indicated that Jepen wes prepared to support Germany and
Italy even to the point of war,

After the League of Nations suthorized the imposition of
economic sanctions upon Japan, but left it up to the individusl
nations to teke sctlon as they saw fit, the MA in China commented
on 12 Oetober that such decisions mesn nothing unless strong
nations "are willing to go to war to bsck them up." Japan
answered this action of the League of Nations by severing sll
relations with that orgenization on 2 November, but the Japanese
retained their Mandated Islands,

Tokyo reported that the United States note of & October
relating to the Nine Power Tresty brought Japsnese newapaper
comments, probably government-inspired, to the effect that this
treaty was "out-moded" and cculd not "be made m cloak for
political interfarence with Japan's aims,"

The Japsnese Army continued its advence in China, having
overrun over 500,000 square miles of territory in China by the
end of 1938, Japan began to consolidate her military
and economic gains in North end Central China. In order to
etrengthen the Japanese military machine, the semi-official
North China Development Company and Centrsl Chins Development
Company placed their main emphasis upon the expansion of
communication and trensportation fecilities and the production
of iron, steel, coal, and synthetic oil,
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The cccupation of Heinsn Island early in 1939, Tolgro raported
on 13 February, gave Japan the following adventages: (1) it
provided sn eir base close to Durma and French Indo-Chins; (2) 1t
made possible a naval blockade of South China; (3) it brought
French and British holdings in Scuth China under Japanese guna;

(4) it threatened Msnils with encirclement; and (5) it added e
second "Formosa" to Japan's island possessions. On 28 February
Tokyo interpreted the significance of recent Japanese pressure
upon French Indo-China and related to this aggression the
etrategical implications involved: "The occcupstion of Heinen is so
obvious & form of pressure on the French that it is universally
aseigned & political motive of retalistion, in spite of officiel
denisls. Occupation of the island not only gives Japan & potential
naval base right in the front-yard of Indo-China, but 1t also
provides & close-in base for immediste air operations to cut the
supply routes lsading into Chins from French territory."”
Concurrently, the MA evalusted the resction of the Japsnese presa

to %t manifestations of U.S. foreign poliey": "These develop-
ments fi.e., United States sales of war planes to France and
proposed fortification of , along with the parallel diplomatic

sctlon by the United States, England and France concerning Hainan
and previous issues, are widely interpreted as indications of
sbandonment by the U.S5. edministration of the isolationist traditiom
of U.8, forelgn policy, and of an slignment of the demceratic powers
against the suthoritarian states including Japan.® Subsequently,
on 7 March, the MA in China reported the Japsnese oceccupation of
Hainan es s strategic move directed toward Fremch Inde-China,
Hongkong, Singapore, and the FPhilippines rather than s militery
expedient for current operations in China,

On 8 March Tolgro forwarded further evidence of Japanese
legislative messures designed to bring the nation closer to & war
footing. Of particular significance was the proposal of a new
®Law for the Protectlon of Secrets Concerning Military Resources,”
supplementing the provisions of the Military Secrets Protection
Law of October 1937.

On 23 March the MA in Tokyo reported thst Japsn was preparing
& three-year plan for expansion of production of strategic materials
and products in Japan, China and Manchoukuo in order to attain
self-sufficlency. The MA stated that the government intended to
spand 13 billion yen on the project and thst in his opinion the
degree of dependence on forelgn sources in wertime would ss & result
be considerably reduced.
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On 1 April the MA in Tokyo commented on snd forwarded to the
War Department a tactical study made by an Army officer under
his commsnd, The study reviewed tactical doctrines of the Japanese
Army, as modified by the new combat regulations of 1939 and by
cbservetion of current military operations in Chins. The report
gtated that the Japeneses were making great efforts to modernise
the Army, were spending large sums on aviation, motorization, and
mechanization, end were increasing the strength of the division
artillery, They were st the same time endeavoring tc increase the
afficiency of their militery organization and tasctical operstiom.

In the light of these improvements, the report coneluded:

"The divieion which started the China Incident will not be the
division of & future war. Incressed material means will facilitate
the task of Japenese tactlca. Tactics are without meaning unlesa
studied in relstion to the human agent who will apply them in
battla, This study has avoided excursions inte the fleld of
Jopanese military peychology and natlonal charscteristics; however,
it should be read with a constant eye to the matwrs of the Japanese
army for which these tactics ere designed. It is an army essily
misjudged by the foreign officer who seea first of all ite
straggling columns, slovenly dress and unmilitary beasring. Just
as there is no glitter to its accoutrements, there is little
theoretical excellence to recommend its tactica, But it is an
army which excels in durability and performance, In the same
way that its infantry "straggles" thirty miles a dey and arrivea
at the destination on time and with surprisingly few casuslties,
its command end staff can be counted on to evolve plans and
orders which, without being brilliant tactlical combinations, are
practicel and workable achemes for getting a maximum performance
from the Japanese soldier. Furthermore, the Japansse Army which
fought with bows and arrows seventy years ago is thoroughly
capable of learning from its mistskes and advencing with the new
developments of warfare. While its swaggering self-confidence
may recelve some rude Jolts in & major war, it is & rugged army
fired with a devotion to duty and a narrow patriotism which make
it a dangercus fce on & field of its own choocaing."”

Tha rapid expansion of Jopaness srmaments was reflectad in
the 1939-40 budget passed by the Diet., On 10 April Tokyo reported
that the sum for defense amounted to Yem 6,432,155,345, which was
68,35 per cent of the total budget. Both the Army and the Nevy
were being improved and modernized, end lsrge sums were allocated
to artillery, aviation, motorizmation, and new ships.

reported on 12 April further legislstion enacted to
establish the nstlon upon & more secure war footing. Articles 2
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end 6 of the Nationsl General Mobilization Law were invoked to
provide (1) governmental limitation of dividends, end (2)
governmental regulstion of & meximum working day of 12 hours end
of weges in fsctories employing more than 50 workers.

In April, the MA in Jspan, reviewing the trend of military
aviation towerd expension, stated that since the beginning of the
war in China, the persomnel and aircraft strength of the Army dir
Corps had incressed 60 per cent, production had inereased 125 per
cent, snd new construction of plents hsd enlerged production
facilities by 40 per cent.

Tokyo on 7 June reported & revision of the Military Service
Law which extended the term of service in the Conscript Reserve
from 12 yeers 4 months 4o 17 years 4 months and the training
pariod of reservists to include the Second Consecript Reserve,

On 9 June the MA in Tokyo reported on the series of disputes
occurring towerd the end of May and early in June between the
Japanase and British over control of the British and French
Concesslons at Tlentsin and the International Settlement at
Shanghsi, Ill feeling between the Japanese and the British was
described ae acute, particularly in Tientsin.

On 1 July, Tokyo reported that the Army Air Corpe, during the
preceding year, had incressed to 106 sguadrons from B0; planes to
1961 from 1093; and pilot strength to 2900 from 1600.

The A in Chins, reporting on 13 July with reference to the
anti-British campaign of the Jepensse, pointed ocut that "the
Japanese credo is to drive out all western influence from China";
that the time for an snti-American campaign would come; and that
Japenese extremists and conservetives wers agreed on the necessity
for Japasnese dominance in Asic,

The MA in China, in & report dated 1i July, estimated the
strength of the Japenese Army in Chins to be 840,000 men, and
240,000 sdditionsl men in Menchoukuo,

The kA in Tokyo reported on 15 August thet as a result of
changes in conseription regulstions, the estimated strength of the
standing army will be 800,000 men, with an annual enrollment of
400,000 men.

Tokyo reported on 12 September that the Japanese were taken
sback by the snnouncement on 26 July of the Americen sbrogation
of the Treaty of Commerce snd Navigetion. The press cleimed that the
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United States Government was sbandoning the lsclationist tradition
of foreign policy and was entering the alignment of demcerstic
powers against the suthoritarian states, including Japan. The
government had adopted s "wait-and-see" courss, being deterred,
according to the MA, from exploiting en opportunity to push the
hardpressed British only because of apprehension of Russia.

On the same date the MA in Jepan estimated the future course of
Japanese foreign polioy, perticularly with reference to the outbreak
of hostilities in Eurcpe, ss follows: "Under present conditioms,
it can safely be said that Japasnese foreign policy will be directed
toward a settlement of the Chins incident as rapldly as possible,
and an evoldance, if possible, of any entanglements of any sort
until a settlement of the China war shall have been realized.®

FE 124 Tokyo reported on 20 September that the Japanese government was
concerned cver posseible lose of exporte as & result of ths China
war and was taking steps toward reducing electric consumption on
non-essential lines. The MA stated that the power shortage touched
many points in the nstionsl economy and wes a vital matter, although
Japan, in his opinion, could f111 the military need of manpower
through the use of femsls labor or other devices to maintain
elactric power st & necessary level,

FE 129 The MA in Shanghal dispatehed on 1 October to the War
Department & memorandum containing estimetes of Japenese
imperialistic designs in relstion to the European war: "In the
realm of foreign effairs Japan's immediste policy will be directed
toward placating the United States and toward taking advantsge of
the present Europesn embroglio to secure as many plume 68 poSsible....
Japan 1s reported to be watching carafully...the Dutch Easat Indiea.
It is rumored that Japrn is waiting for the propitious moment to
take advantage of British and French precccupation to meke a swoop
in thet direction....leap frogging Hongkong, French Indo-China and
Singapore, the Japanese Navy could bring en irresistible force
to bear and essily lop off this rich prisze.”

FE 132 On 1 Novembar the same source defined the probebility of an
impending Japanese-American conflist end reported: ™ Japanase
realize that the United States 1s the grestest potential threat to
the sttainment of their 'Manifest Destiny',..Regerdless of the final
outcome, we may expect early retalintion for any decisive sction
we may take against Japen."

FE 133 Tokyo reported on 6 November, subsequent to the spesch of
Ambassador Grew of 19 October expressing unfavorsble American
opinion towerd Japenese sspirations snd activities in China, thet
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attempts on the part of the United States to apply economic
pressure upon Japan would result in "a refusal to mccept such
pressure supinely and a turning toward such more sympathetic
nations as may be available." The imminence of Japanese
realignment incidental to such economic jressure was thus estimatedi
"Should the Eurcpean struggle develop into a world war
participation by the United States, the grouping of Germany,

Japan, and possibly Russia and Italy is a combination which under
soms circumstances could be very embarrassing to the United

States as a belligerent in a world war.”

FE 134 An impending erisis in Japanese-imerican relations was
reported on 20 November by the MA in Japan. Included among
eitations of threatening Japanese policy were the Japanese War
Minister's mssertions that the Army intended to press the China
Incident to a successful conclusion "without over-much regard for
publie opinion®” and that, although abrogation of the Japanese-
Americen commercial treaty would undeniably affect Japan'a
material mobilization plans, "this situation can be met and our
poliey toward the United States should be a strong one."”

FE 138 Ihmulmodﬂthmhmopmingthlmr!u;bn
River. With reference to this move, the MA in Japen, in his report
U of 22 December, estimated that such conciliatory policies might
temporarily ease relations but had little long=run significance
in view of the ambitious continental policy of the Japanese, from

which they were "not likely to be diverted except by force of arms
or eircumstance."
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Reporting on 11 Jamusry ihet the imminent fall of the Abe
Cebinet wae due in part to Japsnese concern over the approaching
non-treaty status with the United States, the MA in Chins steted
that Japenese politicsl and military leaders "sre anxious to
appesse us only until their '"immutable poliey'! of & Far Eastern
hegemony is well on the road to sccomplishment, Thereafter they
feel they can disregerd American opinion and pressure with impunity."

'Following the expiration of the Japanese-Americen trade treaty
on 26 Jenuary, the Japsnese felt that relations with the United -
States were in a "state of delicate balance." Tolyo reported
that Japanese abrogation of the trade treaty with the Dutch
might be the first step toward an eventusl sttempt at economic
domination of the Netherlsnds Indies.

The Japenese Interpreted the new twenty-million-doller
American loan made to the Chinese Govermment in March as further
evidence of Americen determination to try to thwart Japen's
China progrem. The Japanese were pushing plans for setting up the
Weng Ching-wel regime in Occupied China,

The American non-recognltlon policy towsrd the Wang Ching-wei
regime was Interpreted by the Japenese ss sdditionsl proof of our
determination to try to check the Japemese in Chins, but Tokyo
reported on 10 April that the Jspanese wers hopeful of making a
deel with England and Frence whereby those nstions would not
oppose Japen's China poliey in return for mssurances of Japan's
neutrelity in the European war,

Tokyo reported on 24 April that rumors of an imminent
German stteck on Holland were current in Japen, and that the
Japenese demand for the meintenance of the gtatus gug of the
Netherlends Indies "was so preserted as to invite thes conclusion
that it was intended to pave the way for intervention by the
Japanese themselves,"

The ineresse in the Japenese Army budget for 1940-41 wes
accounted for by plans to reorganize the Army Air Corps and to
replenish and improve srmsments, Tokys reported on 16 May.

A chart of continuing expenditures for the years fo

1940 indlested efforts to bring the equipment of the Japanese
Army up-to-date as quickly ss possible, but the decresse in the
"Chins Incident" budget showed that new large-scale campsigns
ware not expected in China,
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FE 1.8 After the German invesion of Holland, Tokyo reported
increasing Japanese comcern over the status of the Netherlends
Indies. Concentrations of Japensse troops on the islands of

FE 150 Formosa and Hainan were reported on 7 June from Tokyo, while

FE 151 & report dated 10 June stated that the impending ‘merican
embargo on the export of machinu tools had created "quite a
furore® in Japan and that agitstion for "positive metion™ sgainst
the Netherlands Indies was incressing.

FE 152 The MA in China reported large Japenese military, naval, and
air force concentrations on Heinan Island, The present goal 1s
apparently French Indo-Chins, this report of 12 June added, but
the "ultimate objective is of course complete domination of the
East Aslan seaboard."

FE 153 The ML in Tokyo estimated that Japan had on 1 July a
minimum of 4040 drmy end Navy eirplenes of sll types, with 1510
edditionsl plenes contracted for snd not delivered; a total of
4565 officeras, 1350 cadets, and 63,045 enlisted men in the Army
Adr Corps and Naval Air Service, including 5950 pilots; and &
total of 238 air combat squadrons, composed of 114 in the Army
Air Corps and 12/ in the Nawval Air Service, Further improvement

O FE 156 in militery aviation was expected with the establishment of the
Hokota Army Air School for training in light bombing, ss this
would relesse the facilities at the Hamemetsu Army Alr School for
more extensive training in heavy bombardment snd would be
conducive to more efficlent treining in both light and heavy
bombardment.

FE 154 On 11 July Tokyo reported that within Japan "the situstion
is at present sherply drawn between those who favor s closer
tie-up with Germeny and prompt sction egsinst Allied possessions
in the Far Esst, end those who, distrusting Germany or feeling
that immediate sction is not necessary or desirable, would continue
to concentrate on accomplishment of the China venture.” Pending
a decision, the Japanese Army concentrated troops, ready for actionm,
opposite both Hongkong and the French Indo-China berder,

FE 155 Tokyo reported that Army Districts in Japan were being
recrgenized, effective 1 August, to incresse the efficlency of the
Japenese Army for nationsl defense, treining, end sdministration,

FE 158 In the opinion of the MA in Tokyo the shakeup in the
Japanese forelgn service probebly indicated an effort to remove
man who were pro-American or pro-Allied, He reported on 4
September thet the number of Japenese edvocating en alignment
with the Rome-Berlin Axis waes incrsasing end thet from & military
standpoint the Japsnese Jrmy would not find it difficult "to taks
. cver the northern part of Indo-China,"
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FE 159 On 19 September Tokyo reported that the Japanese Army
contimed to avold further commitments in China in order to
be ready for action if and when & favorable opportunity
rresented ltself for s new venture elsewhere., If the Buropean
war seemed to point to a long-drawn-out struggle, the Japansse
would eventually decide to seize the desired territories, counting
on having time to orgenize their conquests for defense against
the final Europesn victor. The Japanese felt that the United
States was certein to object to this expanelon, wae likely to
retaliste by economic means, snd might possibly oppose
sggresslon with armed force. The Japanese belleved that time
would be on their side, however, ams they felt it would be years
before Lmerica's noval snd militsry strength could be bullt up
sufficiently for msjor operations in the Far East as long as the
Gerran menses still existed, The most radical immediate mction,
however, would probably be a move scross French Indo-Chins,
with or without scqulescence, to hesten the conclusion of the
China War.

FE 160 Tokyo reported on 5 October that the Tripartite Pact had
been signed after Japan reslized thet the United Stetes wes
irreconcilably opposed to Jepanese expension in Asia, Jepan had
decided to change her traditional policy of "at least quiet

U relations™ with the United States end to pursus s course to
satisfy her nationsl smbitions. The stetement of Prince Konce,
in which he flatly declared that the quention of peace or war in
the Pacific "will be decided by whether Japan and the Unitaed
States respect and understand ths stand of emch other" expressed
the determination of the Japansse not to be dissunded from their
present ambltions by any half-way measures. Other reports from

FE 161 Japan and China during October emphasized the tense state of

FE 162 Japsnese-imerican relstions and the probebility of continued

FE

163 Japanese sggression.

FE 164 On 31 October the MA in China reported that if a non-
aggression pact could be signed with Ruseia, Japsu would
probably continue her southern expansilon regardless of its
effect on Jepanese-imerican relations.

FE 165 Details of a new "Ten-Year-Plan" to weld Japen, China, and
Manchoukuo into & close-knit economic unit were transmitted by
the MA in Tokyo on 18 November, with comment on the great potentisl
strength of Japan's economic position if such plans were to succeed,

FE 166 The MA in London forwarded on 20 November a report on the
Japansse Army which stated, samong other things, that the Japanese
were probably ahead of most Western naetions in lsnding and
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combined operations. Special mentlon was made of the emphasis
which the Japanese put on cutflanking and enveloping movements
in attacking and on morale and endurance in training army
personnel, Japan was sstimated to have had 1,350,000 men under
arms, of whom 1,000,000 had hed sctive pervice experience, as of
December, 1939. This report concluded that "the Japanese army
is a formidable fighting machine but has not yet reached the
standard of efficiency of Western armies. It is, however,
trained for amiwill probably only be required to fight in
Eastern Asia where it will have inherent advanteges over an

opponent.”

FE 167 HReports from both China and Japan discussed the Japanese

FE 168 Aruy's evacuation of Ewangsi Province in November, and indicated
that Japan's next move might be into southern Fremch Indo-China.

FE 168 The MA in China, in commenting on Japan's plans with regard to
the troops being assembled on the islands of Formosa and Hainan,
obgerved that "some even presume an attack on the Philippines

via Lingayen Gulf."”

FE 169 Tokyo reported on 12 December that Ambassador Nomura's
{-’ mission to try to improve Japanese-American relations was
probebly "doomed from the start" because the Japanese Government
was "eompletely in the hands of the more chauvinistic elemenmts"
and was mot prepared to make concessions in the Japaness program
for East Asia which would be acceptable to American opinion.
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In forwsrding the English text of the Jspan-Theiland Treaty
of Amity, the Tokyo MA on 11 Januery called atentlon to the
progress of Japenese designe on French Indo-Chins end on bases
for cperetions sgeinst Malays snd Singepore.

In Februsry Tokyo reported on ths extreme charscter of the
Kational Defense Security Act and seid that ite immediste effect
would be closure of many sources of informetion, The MA in China
reported that Japan wes promoting border trouble im order to
profit as & mediater "preserving the peace™ between Thailand end
French Indo-China. He also commented on Japen's wernings to the
United States that she would tolerste no interference in dewelop-
ing the Esst Asis economic bloe, on her inclusion of the
Netherlands Indies in this bloc, and on tha reporte that meny
Japanese divisions were being trained on Formose end Hainan,
all of which indiested plana to move soutimard, He believed
that under certain conditiens Japen would move directly on the
Netherlands Indies.

On 1 Merch Chungking reported that foreigners generally
believed Japen's move on Singapore snd the Netherlands Indies
depended upon the outcoms of Germeny's offensive agsinst England.
The Militery Observer at Singapore on 22 Merch reviewed the
disposition of British forces in Malaye with spprovel, but
predicted difficulties in meeting flank sttacks and in main-
taining signel communicetions. He also reported that the
Japanese were reconnoitering the northern border of Malaya.

On 18 April Tokyo pointed out that although the newly-
concluded Jepan-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact obviously freed
Japan on one front snd ensbled her to prepere for issues elsewhere,
it removed none of the besic differences of opinion between the
two countries,

Tokyo reported the establishment of an Army Mechanization
Headquarters charged with research into, snd supervisiom of,
training in the use of mechanized equipment.

Meanwhile on 2 May Tokyoc cebled a werning thet the reported
incresses of Japenese strength in Fermosa, Hednan, and French Indo-
China were grester than pormal for the Chine Incident and that
these forces “mey be there in readiness for s move against
Singnpore or Bast Indies.," A report on fleld operetions from
Tokyo, 21 May, warned that the Japanese would probably attempt
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an all-gut drive to conclude the China Incident in order to have
a free hand for southward expansion if the United States should
become involved in the war in Burope. In transmitting the
Japanese Army Budget for the fiscal year 1941-42, the Tokyo WA
contrasted it with the budget for the preceding year and pointed
out that the Chine Incident expenditures alone could not explain

its expansion,

On 29 Mey Chungking forwsrded Chinese estimates that Japan
had 2000 Navy planes asnd 2500 Army planea.

On 3 June Tokyo wrote: "...two new Inepectorates have
been established, the Chemical Warfare Inspectorate snd the
Communications Inspectorate, thus considerably ralsing these
two forma of military sctivity above the places which they
have heretofore occcupled in the Japenese services." Tokyo
alao reported on the yellow fever incculaticne given in May to
certain officers attached to northern units, on the training for
trensport of troops end supplies by air, and on parachute troop
treining. The Japanese Govermment st this time was said to be
facing great difficulty in preserving restreint vis-s-vis
internal publie pressure for strong, direct sction toward the
Netherlands Indies after the failure of the trade negotiations
at Batavia,

The Singapore MO believed that the Japanese would not move
without a 50-50 chance for success. He expressed the opinion
on 5 June that the Japenese were foreing economie penstretion of
Thailand snd Indo-Chins, to be followed by military occupation
in readiness for any advantage to be had from weakened British
or American positions in that srea, "With regards to defense of
Malaya," he continued, "it is believed that the present forces
of approximately 60,000 Army snd 5,000 Roysl Air Force personnel
can contain for six months or more the force of six divisions
and 1£om planes which it is eatimsted Japan can now send against
tham,

Hongkong reported that on 14 June 27 Japanese transporta
convoyed by 21 destroyers were off the Chine cosst travelling
southward, and were expected to be off Hongkong on 17 June,

On 25 June Hongkong further reported that three conveye,
totalling about 50 transports, had been peen during the preceding
fortnight and were believed to have gome to the Pescadores or
Formosa. The MA in Mexico forwarded a report that the Japanese
were constructing specisl small submarines for sttacking the
American fleet in Pearl Harbor, end that a treining program

then under way included towing them from Jepsn to positions off
the Hawaiian Islands, where they precticed surfacing end sub-

merging.
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Chungking believed that the sudden German offensive sgeinst
BRussia had ceused s temporsry lull in the threatening attitude
toward the United States, and on 27 June cebled the opinion
that the Japenese would be reluctant te maske a msjor move until
results of border incidents reveasled the potentisl strength of
the Russiana.

On 12 July Tokyo cabled: "Considersble scale of
mobilization and unususl secrecy sttending it now beyond question.®
Tokyo believed the Government, however, wes still seeking to
avoid positive commitments, Two days later Tokyo cabled that it
wes "now evident that lerge scale mobilizetion under way covered
by unusual secrecy. Some newly mobilized men being sert to
Manchoukuo but unasble determine number or whethar any being sent
south.® Hongkong reported that 19 Japenese transports were moving
soutimard from Formosa on 12 July.

Chinese Military Intelligence wse reported on 15 July to
anticipsete an early inveslon of Frenmch Indo-Chine and to beliave
that aress newly ceded to Thailand were to be used as sir bases.

On 21 July Singapore reported that the Japsnese had delivered
a virtual vltimetum, with & 20 July deadline, in which they
demanded the use of navel bases in southern French Indo-China,
"If the French refuse, regerdless of British or United States
interference, the beses will be taken forcibly.®

London on 22 July reported belief that the Japanese had
completed ell preparations for tsking over French Indo-China
bases.

On 26 July Tokyo cabled: "Largest single draft since initial
mobilizetion for China War now under way under conditions extreme
secrecy involving restrictions on movements foreigners in all
directions." Some Japanese in Tokyo interpreted the 26 July
freszing of Japanese credits by the United States as the firat
step btoward & final bresk with America.

Singapore on 29 July eatimated that Japanese strength in
French Indo-China was approsching 40,000 men and believed there
would ba forciblea seisure of edditional basesa,

Japan demanded the right to cccupy Thal naval and air bases,
and on 31 July Bangkok commented: "An immediste Nipponese move
is snticipeted due to Thal indecision."

-
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FE 211 Estimates were forwerded from London on 3 August that more
than 500,000 Japenese wers mobilized during June end July, end

FE 220 further British estimstes, forwarded from Chungking, 20 August,
placed Japansse strength et 49 divisions, with 54 avellsble by
the end of August when mobilizetion would be complete,

FE 212 The ML in Tokyo estimated that Japan had on 1 July 3200

(FE 153) Army airplsnes (1940 eatimate was 2010); a total of 3600
officers, 1600 cadets and 34,800 enlisted men (1940 estimste
was 2900 officers, 1350 cadets snd 28,700 enlisted men) in the
Army Air Corps, ineluding 3900 pilots (1940 - 3100 pilots); and
136 air combat squadrons in the Army Air Corps (1940 - 114
combat air squadrons),

FE 213 Tokyo estimasted on 5 August that the sireraft industry,
working at meximum wertime cepacity, could produce ennuslly the
equivelent of 4,500 two-place, single-engine military sirplanes.
hetuel production for the peried 1 July 1940 to 30 June 1941 waa
estimated to be 2,730 combat sireraft, It was concluded that
since the end of 1939 the aircraft industry had incressed production
by about one-half and cepecity by sbout two-thirds, while

/ completion of construction then in aight would give & capeeity

./ double that of 1939, The number of employees engaged in the
mamifacture of sirplanes had incressed 55 per cent, and
employees in engine manufecturing plsnts had incressed in
mmber 57 per cent from 1938-39 to 1940-41,.

FE 218 Chungking reported 15 August Jepenese plans to teke vver
international concessions and to capture American marines in

Shanghal by surprise.

FE 219 Chungking on 19 August forwarded British estimates that
Japanese tank strength, exclusive of baby tanks end armored
machine gun cars, was ten regiments, each consisting of 150
tanke, with an equel number in reserve.

FE 224 In addition the MA et Chungking on 27 August forwerded a
Russien estimste that the sctual strength of the Japsnese Army
was 48 divisions and 20 independent brigedes (approximately
58 divisions), with 300,000 men in training, poseibly ready in
three months. Uncslled reserves were believed to number 210,000,
Eleven divisions could be orgsnized from reserves alresdy
treined and 16 from those then in treining., These figures
include corps, ermy, end service troops. Artillery wae believed
to be insufficient. The totel potentisl strength wes estimeted
by the Russisns to be 76 divisions,
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On 21 August Tokyo reported that drastic shipping contrel
measures were sbout to be instituted by the Japensse Cabinet,
Tokyo also ra five main forces, composed of ten armies
(54 divisions), located overseas.

On 1 September the Tolyo MA reported on the organizatlon
end high quality of the Jepanese military signal communicstions
system, snd commented that Japanese radioc equipment was ™comparable
to our own in every respect."

On 11 September Tokyo made a full report om the National
mobilizetion which had begun 3 June, In his opinion "in round
numbers sbout 700,000 were called up during this mobilization."
This mumber did not include the home defense "National Army,"
which was called up for five days' training omly. "The number
of men mobilized wes far too grest for mere replacement purposes
in existing divisions now in Japen or on the Continent....While
estimates of other foreign cbeervers place the total number of
men mohili as high as 1,250,000, it is balieved that these
estimates,, Jare too high/," About 90 per cemt of the total of
18,000 horses alsc mobilized st this time were lmown to have
gone south rather than direct to Manchoukuo or Korea.

Japan set up & Netional Defense General Headquarters
(reported by Tokyo on 16 September) in a move to improve
arrengements for the defense of Japan Proper.

Invocation of the last drastic measures of the 1938 Netional
Mobiligation Lew (revised) and & tense politicel atmosphere
indicated, sccording to Tokgyo, thet the day for s final decision
on "immutable® policies was drewing nesr. Intermslly the nation
was mobilizing for total wer.

On 14 October Hongkong reported the presence of 22 transports
on the Pearl River.

The China Mi cabled on 17 October: "Increased Nazi setivity
in Japen plus the csbinet crisis and attacks on U.S5. by spokesmen
and press considered strong evidence of drasstic action in the
near future.”

Commenting on heavy troop movements into French Indo-Chins,
Tokyo concluded on 20 October: "If the rumored increase goes
above the number originally agreed upon there cannot remain
much doubt as to the intention behind it,®
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Tokyo reported on 20 October that General Tojo, on becoming
Premiar, retained his status as an officer on the active list, an
unususl procedure, snd comcluded that the third Konce cabinet
fell because of inability to meet army criticism of its policy
toward French Indo-China, the conversations in Weshington, and
its policy vis-a-vis & weakensd Russia.

London cabled on 21 October: "Japanese troops in Indo-
China will be strengthened se follows: 36,000 there now; an
estimated 20,000 enroute, snd an additional 20,000 included in
Japenese plans." Chungking on 23 October reported the officisl
French Indo-Chinese view to be thet the Japsnese would sttack
Thailand about 15 November,

A general southwsrd movement of Japanese shipping in the
Western Pecific wes reported on 27 October from Singspore,
together with intelligence that two airereft carriers end €0
flying bosts, fighters and bombers were operating in the
Mandated Islands.

Under pretext of surveying s new commercisl sir route the
Japenese made s number of flights between Palsu (Pelew) and
Timor, violeting at the same time certsin provisions of the
agresment grenting them the privilege of flying over Dutch
territory. Unusual passenger lists, the ebzence of commercisl
Justification, the type of equipment, and the movement of guard
vessels were reported on by the MO at Bandoeng on 30 October.

On 29 October the MA in Chungking radiced that Japanese
strength in French Indo-China was then 57,000 trocrps, and that
it was stesdily increasing in mumbers. He anticipated a possible
drive through Yunnan towerd the Burma Hond. Thailand was reported
ready to capitulste in the hope thet the country would be seved
from the revages of war.

The Japenese Consul Generel st Batevis wes reported to have
recommended that on the outbresk of war all Japanese should
report rromptly to the Netherlends Indles suthorities for
intermment, thus avoiding violence. The Singepore British,
however, wars reported by the MO to belleve thet no attack
could be expected before April beceuse of the prevailing
ncrtheast monscon over Malaya.

The MA in London forwerded on 9 November a Eritish
opinion thet Japan nc longer felt that it must meke every effort
to avold war with the United States and that Jepan would find
it too difficult to attack Malays or the Burma Roed snd hence
might be expected to attsck the Netherlsnds Indies,
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FE 256 On 16 November Tokyo estimated production of aireraft at
200 planes per month for the Army. All feetories in the air-
craft industry had gone on & 3-ghift 24-hour day in mid-June,
The MA estimated that the current monthly meximm for
production was 420 military planes, ineluding trainers.

FE 258 The London MA on 21 November cabled & summary of British
Intelligence as of 18 November, in which it was steted that
fallure of agreement in the Weshington talks would require a
ma jor Jepenese decision whether to risk probeble wer; that Japan
would probebly not attack Siberis et that time; that unless
agreement was reached in Washington, the wer in China would
continue; thet Japan probably did not intend to sttsck the
Burma Road at that time; and that the cccupation of Thailand,
the best possibility for the moment, would pave the way for sub-
eequent attack upon Melaye, yet minimize the risk of a general
war,

FE 264 The Singepore MO sdvised the War Department on 2 December
that the elert in Melaya had been advenced from the third to
the seccnd degree on the previous day. Japenese reconnsisssnce

FE 260 activities over Malayas were reported,

FE 268 The MA in Melbourne radiced that on & December the
Netherlands Far Esst Commend, upon lesrning of Japanese naval
moves on Menado and/or Ambon out of Palau, had ordered the
axecution o Plan A-2,
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February 3-16, 1538

Political Issues and Problems
« T3rd Diet (Contimued
Ro. m; l'!brul.ry 3!
1938)

Comment on Current Events,
February 18 - March 2, 1938

Political Issues and Problems
[Japan7, 73rd Diet

Comment on Current Eventa,
March 3-17, 1938
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FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject
hwwtw.
1938-1939 Army Budget

Mobilization of Industry
« Osnaral Mobilization

Folitical Issues and Froblems
« The Effect of the
ted China Operations

in Japan

Commont on Current Events,
Aprdl 27 - May 13, 1338

Reply to Evaluation of Heports

Camment on Current Ewents,
Wu-wnﬁ, 1538

Cabinet Changes Relative to
China Operations; Mobilization

Volume ¥
Comment on Current Events,
May 27 - June 9, 1938

Comment on Current Events,
June 10-20, 1938

Comments on Current Eventa,
May 22 = June 25, 1938

Annual Aviation Intelligence
Report /Japan/. Anmual Aviation

T4

Intelligence Report as of July 1, 1938
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0 FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS
Source, FE Document
Date Buhmt Numbar
Tokyo M/A Comment on Current Events, 75
No, June 21 - July 7, 1938
11 July 38
China M/A Comments on Current Events 76
h-m Mﬁ-mlﬁglm
15 July 38
Tokyo M/A Comment on Current Events, 77
No. 9486 July 8-21, 1938
22 July 38
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events, 78
No. 9539 August 10-27, 1938
27 Aug 38
Pedping M/A mwuummﬂmm 79
(via Naval
Communication
W Service)
5 Sept 38
Pelping M/A Japanese Operations and Troop 80
Radiogram DMspositions in China
(via Naval
Communication
Service)
20 Sept 38
Tokyo M/A Camments on Current Events, g
No. 9574 August 28 - September 21, 1938
2] Sept 38
Pelping M/A Japanese Policies toward &2
Radiogram Foreign Powers in China
(via Naval
Commrind cation
Service)
30 Sept 38
Talcyo M/A Government Policy Pertaining &
Mo, 9583 to AMdr « Adroraft -
& Qet 38 Industry Law
& vidi

SECRET
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Tokyo M/A
No. 9709
& Feb 39

Tolgyo M/A
No. 9711
G Feb 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9713
13 Feb 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9722
27 Feb 39

Tokyo M/A
No, 9726
28 Feb 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9734
7 Mar 39

SHCRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject

Commentz on Current Events,
September 14 - October 12, 1938

Comments on Current Political
Events, October 19 - November 4,
1938

Comments on Current Political
Events, November 5-15, 1938

Mobilization of Industry /Jepap/.
Invocation of Article II of
National Mobilizetion Bill
Mobilization of Industry /Japep/.
Invocations of Portions of
Mobilization Law

Volume VI
Distribution of Major
Japanese Army Units Overseas

National and Government Incoma.
Texation to Meet 1939-1940 Budget

Field Operations in China,
Jamuary 28 - February 13, 1939

timate Hetional Wealth
f Ja

Comments on Current Events,
February 28, 1939 (No. 4)

Adherance of Manchoukuo and
Hungary t¢ Anti-Comintern Pact

ix
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85

Regraded Unclassified




Source,
Date

China /A
No. 9744
7 Mar 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9735
8 Mar 39

China M/A
No. 9745
9 Mar 39

Tokyo M/A
Hﬂ- W
14 Mar 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9744
23 Mar 39

© Tokyo M/A
No. 9748
25 Mar 39

Tolkyo M/A
No. 9749
27 Mar 39

Tokgyo M/A
No. 9755
1 4pr 39

Tokyo M/A
Ho. 9754
10 Apr 39

Tokyo M/A
No, 9764
12 Apr 39

SECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject

Situation Report, Februsry 5th -
March 6th, 1939

t Defense Policy - General
Ja . Military Hesource Secreta
Pro

tection Law
Comment on Current Eventa,
February 9 - March 9, 1939

Comments on Current Events,
March 14, 1939 (No. 5)

Plan for h?mi of
Production /Ja

Appropriat for 1939 - 1940
Budget /Ja

Aireraft Production fhpny_" .
Licensed Aireraft Msnufscturera
Volume VII
Tectical Doctrine of tha
Japanase Army
Voluma VIII
Appropriations for Figcal
Tear 1939-1940 /Japa

Comments on Current Events,

April 12, 1939 (No. 7)

SHCRET

FE Document

100

101

102

103
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Date

o ot

13 Apr 39

"-‘ulvull#
« 9768
z:.;pr:-m

Tﬂh’ﬂllfl
« 9T
zﬁlpr 39

Tokyo M/A
Memo to A.C. of
8., G-2
No. 9778
4 May 39

Tolgyo M/A
= No. 9796
24 May 39

Tolgyo M/A
No. 9803
7 June 39

Tokyo M/A
Ne. 9807
9 June 39

Tokyo M/A
No, 9858
1 July 39

Tolyo M/A
Fo. 9850
1 July 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9833
4 July 39

China M/A
> No. 9783
13 July 39

SHECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subleot

Gonaral Ldaren).  Zokyo Army
Air School

2 &uppluuntary
.H.r Force Strungth Report as of
Februery 28, 1939
Comments on Current Events,
April 26, 1939 (No. 8)

Expenditures for Netional
Defense by Japan

Comments on Current Eventa,
May 24, 1939 (No., 10)

t = Enlisted Perscnnel
hﬁnﬂ Changes in Conscription
Regulations
Comments on Current Events,

June 9, 1939 (No. 11)

l.n.mml Avistion Intelligence

Avistion
Bigunt. [Ja

Anmual t Intelligence

Report /Japep/. Aviation

Statist - ¥ID - ONI Joint Forms
Volume IX

Commenta on Current Events,

July 4, 1939 (No. 13)

Comment on Current Events,
June 15-July 13, 1939
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SECRET

107

108

113

115

N S N S st e

Regraded Unclassified

B e



China M/A
Ko. 9784
1i July 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9845
19 July 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9859
4 Aug 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9868
14 Aug 39

Tokyo M/A
No, 9873
15 Aug 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 5877
25 Aug 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9893
12 Sept 39

Tolgyo M/A
No. 9883
12 8ept 39

Tokyo M/A
No. 9899
Sept 39

Tolgyo M/A
No. 9902
21 Sept 39

Tokyo M/A

Situation Report, June 12-July
11, 1939

Comments on Current Events,
duly 19, 1939 (No. 14)

Comments on Current Events,
August 4, 1939 (No. 15)

Minor Military Operations
Cuter Mongolian Border Incident

Reply to Evelustion of Reports

Comments on Current Events,
August 25, 1939 (No. 17)

'ﬁnp-m_q? Forelgn RHelations

Minor Military Operations
Outer Mongolisn Border Incident,
August 13-September 10, 1939

Shortage of Electric Fower ﬁapun?

Comments on Current Events
September 21, 1939 (No. 18)

Minor Military Operations
Mongolian - Manchoukuo
Border Incident
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120
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Source,
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Tolgo M/A Foreign Relations -
No. 9906 Press Releases on American
22 Sept 39 Relations
Tokyo M/A Army Finance - Donations /Japan/
Ho. 9907
22 Sept 39
China M/A Comments from the Field No. 3
Memo to A.C. of
8., 0=2
1 oot 39
Tolkyo M/A Aviation School System - General
No. 9915 . Alr Cadet System
2 0ot 39
Tolkyo M/A Aviation School System -
No. 9914 Mito Army Flying School
5 oet 39 1
-
China M/A Comments on Current Events,
No. 9810 Ootober 3-November 1, 1939
1 Now 39
Tolgyo M/A Comment on Current Events,
No. 9955 November &, 1939 (No. 20)
6 Nov 39
Tolgro M/A Comments on Current Events,
No. 9964 November 20, 1939 (Neo. 21)
20 Novw 39
Tokyo M/A Recruitment - Enlisted Personnel
No. 9973 [Japan]. Military Service Law
15 Dec 39
Tokyo M/A Government Budget .
No. 9986 Appropriations for Year
16 Dec 39 1940-1941
Tokyo M/A Major Military Operations
No. 9995 Fleld Operstions in China,
21 Dec 39 November lB8-December 18, 1939
& odd
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SHCORHET
- FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS
Source FE Dooument
..E_h;_' Subject Number
Tokgyo N/A Comments on Current Events, 138
No. % Decembar 21, 1939 m- 32}
22 Dec 39
Volume X
Tokyo M/A Major Military Operations 139
No. 9998 Distribution of Major Japansse
9 Jan 40 Army Units Overseas, Jamuary 1, 1940
China M/A Comments on Current Events, 140
No. 9844 Jamuary 11, 1940 (No. 1)
11 Jan 40
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events, 11
No. 10,037 February 16, 1940 (No. 24)
17 Feb 40
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events 142
No. 10,045 February 27, 1940 (Nos 25)
- 27 Feb 40
Tolgyo M/A Recruitment - Enlisted Personnel 143
No. 10,053 [Japan7. Conscription Statistics
11 March 40
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events, 144
No. 10,060 March 14, 1940 (No. 26)
1, March 40
Volume XTI
Tolgyo M/A Reciprocity in Inspections of 145
No. 10,074 Ar Activities
4 April 40
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events, L6
No. 10,076 April 9, 1940 (No. 27)
10 April 40
Tokyo M/A Comments on Current Events, 147
No. 10,091 April 23, 1940 (No. 28)
24, April 40
v
-
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Comments on Current Events,
May 14, 1940 (No. 29)

War Department Budget
1940-1941 Army Budget

Major Military Operdtions

Field Operations in China,
Comments on Current Events,
June 9, 1940 (No. 30)

Comments on Current Events,
June 12, 1940 (No. 6)

Anmual Aviation Intelligence
Report /Japan/., July 1, 1940

Field Operations in China,

June 20 - July 10, 1940
Volume XIT

Zﬁg{h‘m Army Districts

Hokota Army Air School

Comment on Current Events

(Ho. 53)

Commants on Current Events,
September 4, 1940 (No. 34)
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157
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No. 10,257
12 Dec 40

SECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Fleld Operations in China,
September 4-18, 1940

Aligment with Rome-Berlin Axis

Field Operations in China,
EBeptember 19 - October 5, 1940

Language Officers in Japan

Commenta on Current Events
(No. 37)

Comments on Current Evants

Ten-Year<Flan for Japan, China
and Manchoukuo

The Japanese Army, Oeneral

Field Operations in China,
November 1-20, 1940

Situation Report, November 1 -
Decamber 4, 1940

Comments on Current Events
(No. 39)

xvi
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167
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China M/A
Dispatch to
ACe of 5,, O=2
1 March 41

Tokyo M/A
Radiogram No. 459
13 March 41

Singapore W/0
Special Report
dated 22 March 41

Singapore M/0
BExtracts of
latter dated
29 March 41

Tokyo M/A
No. 10,382
18 April 41

SECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Volume XIII
Subject

Japan-Thailand Treaty of

Comments on Current Events
(No. 13)

Situation Report,
December 31 - February 4, 1941

Comments on Current Events
Fo. 13

Kational Defense
ty Aot

Commenta on Current Events
No. L&
Paratroops Training in Japan

Defenses of Malaya

Comments, U.S. Military Cbserver,
Singapare

Soviet Non-Aggression Pact

xvii

SHCRET

170

in

172
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174

175

176
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178

179
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Tokyo M/A
No. 10,403
5 May 41

Tokyo M/A
No. 10,414
20 May 41

Tokyo M/A
No. 10,419
21 May 41

“Gain Wi

ogram
(No. 83)
29 May 41

Tolkgyo W/A
No. 10,423
3 June 41

Tokyo M/A
No. 10,434
5 June 41

Tolgro M/A
No, 10,435
5 June 41

Singapare M/0
hlfﬂ"‘ m. of
8., O=2, HPD

5 June 41

SHEHCORET

Subject
m‘w Machanisation

Japanese Preparations for
Mlitary Action Toward Singapore
and East Indies

Army Budget for Fiscal
Year 1941-1942

National Defense Budget

Field Operations in China,
May 7-21, 1941

Estimate of Japanese Air Strength

New Inspectorates for Communications
and Chamical Warfare

Volume XTIV
Yellow Fever Inoculations
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Data
Hongkong M/A
Cablegram

Ro. 13#
16 June 41

Mexico City W/A

No. 9699
17 June 41

Hongkong M/A

Badiogram No. 145

25 June 41
China M/A
No. 10,001
25 Juns 41

Tokyo M/A
No. 10,447
zﬁmg

Chungiking M/A -

27 June 41
Tokyo M/A

N 3 S R

SECRHT

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject
Japanesa Convoy Movemants

Activities of Foraigners in
Country

Japanese Convoy Movements

Comments on Current Eventa
No. 16

Compenta on Current Events
No. 51

Russo-Japanssa Border Incidenta

Japanese Ooverrment's Plans

Japanese Mobilization

Transport of Troops and Supplies
by Adr - Parachute Training

Mcbilization of Japanese Army

SECRHT

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199
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15 July 41
Tolyo M/A
Radiogram
(Paraphrase)
21 Jaly 41
Singapore M/0

¥o. 31
21 July 41

London M/A
2 July 41
Tokyo M/A
No. 10,472
23 July 41
Tolcyo M/A
Radiogram
No, 605

26 July 41
Tolkyo M/A

No. 10,476
28 July 41

No. 37
29 uly 4

i

SECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS
Japanese Convoy Movements

Probability of Japaness
Invasion of Indo-China

Japanese Ultimatum to
French Indo-China

Japanese Designs on French
Indo-China
Third Konoe Cabinet

Japanese Troop Movemants
Comments on Curreant Events
No. 52

Japanese Aggresaion in
Frenoch Indo-China

Japaness Demands on Thailand

SECRHT
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204
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—
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Date

China M/A
1 Aug 41
London M/A
3 Aug 41
Tolgyo M/A
No. 10,492
5 Ang 41
Tokyo M/A
No. 10,493
5 Ang 41
China M/A
6 Aug 41

Chunglcing M/A

nl.blqnn]
Sma
London M/A
Cablegram
8 Aug 41
Delhd M/0
11 Aug 41
Chunglding M/A

15 Aug 41
Chungking M/A

Cablegram
(Paraphrass)
19 Aug 41

Chungicing M/A

Cablegram
(Paraphrase)
20 Aug 41

SHECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Anmual Aviation Intelligence
Report

Bstimates of Produstion /Japan/

Situation Report, June 16 -
August 6, 1941

Japanese Troop Movements in
Indo-China
Japanese Military Movements

Defenses of Singapore

Probable Japanese Administration
of Imternaticnal Settlement,
Shanghsi in Event of War

Japansse Tank Strength

Divisional Strength of the
Japanese Army

SECRET

217
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8 Sept 41

No. 10,530
11 Sept 41

Tokyo M/A
Ko. m.m
16 Sept 41

SECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject
Fileld Operations in China,
July 28-August 20, 1941

Commenta on Current Events
No. 53

Distribution of Major

[Japanese] Units Overseas

Divisional Strength of the
Japansse Army

Distribution of Major Japanese
Army Units

[Japanese] Signal Commmication
Training in Defense Against
Adrborne Troops

Alr Dafense in the Far East

ﬂpuuu Mobilization -
= Actual
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FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS
FE Document

Subject Sumber

Volume XV
Comments on Current Events 231
Neoe. 54
Estimates, Flans and Training - 232
British Far East - for October,
Hovember, December and January
Japanese Troops in French Indo- 233
China
Japanese Troop Movements 234
Enlistment of Formosans 235
Probabdlity of War Between 236
United States and Japan
Army Arsenals and Depots 237
Increase of Japanese Strength 238
in Indo-China
Japanese Troop Concentrations, 239
Pearl River
Japanese Cabinet Crisis and 240
Press Attacks on U.S,
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Regraded Unclassified



SHCRML
FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Subject

Analysis of Japanese Aviation
Produstion

Comments on Current Events,
October 20, 1941 (No. 55)

Resignation of Third Konoe
Cabinet

Bstimate of Japan's Future
Moves

Japanase Military Flans

Japansse Flans to Attack
Thailand

Japanesse Adreraft Carriers
in Mandated Lslands

Japanese Troop Strength in
Indo=China

Japansse in Portuguess Timor

Probable Heaction of Thailand
to Japaness Attack
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SHCRHAT

FAR EASTERN DOCUMENTS

Sebject

Probable Japanese Invasion
of Thailand

Japanese Air Strength in

Japanege Troop Concentrations
in China and Indo-China

Probable Japanese Attack
in Netherlands East Indies

Japanese Proposals for
Settlament of Far Eastern
Problems via Envoy to
Washington

Adroraft Production /Japan/
Objective Material /Japan]

Probable Japaness Offensive
and Possibility of War with
ABD Powers

Japanese Intentions

British Adr Activity over
China

SHORHET
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255

256

257

258
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24 Nov 41

27 Nov 41

Chungicing M/A
Secret Message
No. 104
29 Nov 41

No. 133
2 Dec 41

Singapore N/0
Secret Message

& Dec 41

Singapore M/0
Becret Msssage
No. 97

T Dec 41
Singapore M/0
Secret Message
Ne. 103

7 Dec 41
Melbourns M/A
Secret Message
No. 24

7 Dec 41
Singapors W/0
Secret Msssage
No. 105

B Dec 41

SHECRET

FAR EASTERN DOCUKENTS

Subject
Commenta

Japanese in the N.E.I.

Frobeble Japanese Attack on Thailand

Alerting of Malayan Command

Japanese Naval Operations
Eritish Defense of Singapore

Japanese Air Operations and
Troop Movemants in Malaya

Execution of Flans (rdered
by Netherlands Far East Command

Japanese Landings at Fatani
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