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/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 8, 1945.

MEMOHANDUM FOR FLLES)

Oo 8 March I called Mr. Jonathan
Daniels to msk if he knew anything about
the rumor that I have heard in the Navy
Uspartment thet Mr. clmer Davia ia
understood to bave informed the Navy
LUepartment that the President wishes
thres French correcponaents sent to
the South Peciilo as fer as the
Philippines for the alleged puryose
of working up sentiment in Frence in
fevor of giving us & free hand in
the Pacific.

Mr. Dagiels soid he would take

the matter up with Elmer Duvis before
tomorrow's press conference.

WLILEON EHOWN ,
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Jamuary 10, 194k .

President Hoosevelt,
The White House,
'.dlimﬂ‘ﬂ. D.C.

Dear Mr., Fresident:

I em taking the liberty of writing
this while returning to base through still dangerous
waters because I have been #o lmpreased by the sctlion of
this ahip.

We wers consistently attacked by Jap
planes &1l the way to Luzon. Desplite & hid, which knocked
out one of our three turrets and foread the flooding of
another, we bombarded in Lingayen Gulf. Un the way out, we
wers hit a seoond time. In my opinion only the bravery and
sxtraordinary ability of the erew , oparating under a atraln
I myself have never known hefore despite n feirly long
axperiences of war, cérriesd us through. I say thia , having
been in sotlion on other warships , ineluding a crulaer.

I waz tha guest of Raar Admiral Ted

Ohendler, whom I had lmown in the Eﬁuﬂlh elvil war and whose
grandfather was a 3ecgretery of the Havy and whose gramdfather
was an Admirsel. Although sulfering from shook and burns , which
lad to his death a few houra later, Ted helped anlisted men
mann & hose to put out a serious blase, had to be Toreibly
sjeoted from ths bridge and then insisted on welking helow

thout assistance. I talked to him juast bafore he loat
gsonzelousness and he satd, "We have to pay prices for big gains.”

I wanted you to know about this, although
I presums you are already in possession of the offlolal reports,
and hope you won't mind my passing thils on.

This evening, I have no hesitatlonf in
saying, I would much rather be on the train to Hyda Park than
where I am. But aots llie Admiral Chandler's are an inspiration
to ms as they were to every man on this ship and pust be to the

sntire Navy.
With best regards,
/8/ Frank L. EKluskhohn

Frank L. Kluokhohn N
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WASHINGTON

SECRET January 11, 1945.

MEMOFUARDUM FOR THE PRESLULENTY

The secret report by the Uomsending vificer
of the WASP deted 7 Hovember containg the follow-
ing commenti-

",. HNo 'well done' however strong ls sdejuate
to express the feeling of edmiration and to convey
the congratulations of AP perscnnel to the
officers sund men of air Group FUURIEEN who were
regponsible for its outstending performance of
duty and the conspicuous success achieved by it
in inflicting oajor damsge on the enemy in &
susteined series of intense sctions. Heving served
since comnissioning on beard WLEP, air Group
FOUKTEEN hae been responsible for the following
destruction in enemy planes sand ships: A total
of 151§ plenes shot down plus 10 probables snd
4B damaged in the eir. In sodition pllots of Adr
Group FOURTEEN destroyed 248 plenes on the ground
and damaged 254 others co the ground. They sank
70 ships of various types and damaged 144, othars
ineluding mejor units of the Jepanese fleet. With
pride in having served with them &nd real admiretion
for their many sccomplishments snd sacrifices we
wish them continved good huntiing."

Very respeactiully,

O

Wi DEOWN -

simm T
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QW i.{.""" WASHINGTON
P:':k\ £z Hovember 1944

EEMORANDUM FOH ADIOHAL IEAHY:

I have read the estimate which the Joint Staff
Flannera prepared for you on an Indo-China operation.
The enclosed study concerning an operation against
Hainan alone was prepared by my etaff and is of
interest as an operation which would assist the
Chinese and throttle completely the movement of Jap
shipping between Japan, Ualaysia and the NEI. The
chief obstacle in the way of launching the operation
is the shortage of resources, particularly service
troops; if we m to meet the reguirements of the _&1

Regraded Unclassified



‘&
® TOP SEGRET ® - Srh

|
Wil

(g L l-;

1. Problsm. To consider the seiszure of Hainan prior to the
Fyushu operation.

2. Hainan is gbout 200 miles long by 100 miles wide and approximately
the area of Formosa. It contains 3 major and 4 minor air fields at the
present time and is suiteble for extensive air field development. Tha pre-
ssnt road net on the island is probably adequate with Improvements for any
of our requiremsnts. The Japanese have a naval base at Samah at the south
tip of the island. The total capacity of the 3 ports should be adeguate
for the needs of the forces we might wish to install. Thare are adequate
beaches for landing operations. From the weather standpoint, operations
are feasible any month except probably September. The best weather may e
axpacted from October to May.

3. jccording to Intellipence estimates there are 15,000 Japanesa on

the island now. These nay increase to 35,000 by 1 April. In case we attack
Hpinan the Japanese may further reinforce the island by at least an addi-
tionzl division in driblets mostly at night. We need not expast to :mat.- more
than 150 Japanese air planesa. The Jap naval reaction to an sssault on Hainan,
after the Luson and Okinawa operations, would be minor on the !_.331;5 a’ the
present assumptions that practically all Jap naval units will bhe withdrawn

from the NEI and lalaysis by that time,
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& ta" claim to have 5,000 guerrilla troops on

Bainan operating from threg¢ guerrilla bases, Thelr military capablility
is believed to be extremsly limited.

5. Forces fisquired. The Japansse will retain the capability of
reinforeing Hainan until our foreces control the entire island. Tha main-
tenance of & limited lodgement in the face of this Japaness capability is
impractical, since our forces would be continmously engaged in a battle
which might require the diversion of additional foreces and would be a
constant drain on resources of all kinds. Forces allotted to the operation
should, therefore, be sufficient to gain control of and subsequently occupy
the sntirs island.

It is estimated that four infantry divisions, with the supporting
and service troops required for a land campaign of this size, and forty
land based air squadrons, will be needed. An accurate determination of
naval forces cammot be made without a joint study, but probably the Tth
Fleet will be sufficient, providing the Japanese have withdrawn
their naval forces to home waters. Tt may be necessary to cdd some i
carriers to the 7th Fleet in view of the fact that the initial air support {
for the assault will have to be primarily from carrier based alr, Details

of the movement and employmont of the British [leet in the Pacific are

still uncertain, but it might develop that any nesded reinforcement of the |

Yo IHiH Regraded Unclassifid
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“th Floet could be with British units. Assault shipping must be provided
by the U.S. and would be available any time betwsen 1 March and mid-July.
garrison requirements will probably equal the assault ground and air forces
plus naval forces necessary to interdict completely Jap sea lanes in the
vieinity.

f. Valus and Use of Hainan. Air forces based on Hainan could
interdict any overland route which the Japs are able to open to Inde—Chine,
give affective support to Chinese armies and supply Chinese guerrilla
forees in the sress of sast China. In combination with our forces in the
Philippines, air and naval forces in Hainan could completely cut the throat
of Japanese sea traffic to the NEI and Malaysia. Thers is a limited number
of t.;:.-gcts within range of Hainan suitable for strategie air forces. From
the standpoint of potential facilities, the island is suitable for a base
for British Lancaster bombers. Howaver, it is out of reach of Japan and
most of the suitable stratogic targets. The island could be developed as
an ATC base, eventually replscing Assam as the outer terminal on ths route
to China. Development would require several months after the seizure of I
the island and probably would not increase the tonnage delivered to
China since the available bases in China will soon be satupated with
planned air traffic from Assam.

.l : i |
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7. Availability of Resources. CINCSOLESPAC should be able to

use the Australisn corps of two divisions which was set up for Aparri.
One or two U,3, divisions would be required depending upon whether
MacArthur could use the Australian division now at Altape, It would
have to be replaced at Adtape by & U.3, division. FPresent British plans
indicate 1ittle likelihood that any other British ground forces could
be made available before late 1945 at the earliest. The Australians
might be able to provide supporting and service troops on & corps basis
for their own forces, Other supporting and service troops, including
811 troops for port and base development, would have to come from U.S,
sources, Unless the European war ends in the near future they could be
provided only &t the direct expense of base development on Luzen and
Okinawa and the extension of our holdings in the Byulkyus in preparation
for Kyushu.

On the basis of limited available information, the Australians
could provide about three quarters of the combsat air units for the
operaticn. Moat of the alr service units would have to be U.5. and aome
U.3. air units might have to replace Australian alr units withdreawn from
New Guinea and the 3olomons,

As to equipment and supplies, a loglstical study is required in

order to determine availability. On the critical matter of cargo shipping,

. there is not now sufficient in giai;t;‘for% rr'#' Oktinawa operation d%i?
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development. An operation sgainst Hainen before mid=1945 would develop
an added cargo shipping requirement which the shipping planners see 1o '
way of filling at the present time unless Germany is defeated by
January 1945.
8., Target date, From the assault shipping standpoint, mid—July
{5 sbdut the latest date the operation could be launched without affect—
ing the Kyushu operation now planned for 1 October. It appears possible
to lsunch the operation any time between 1 April and mid-July, assuming
it can be executed without waiting for the release of naval forces
from Olkdnawa.
9. Effect on cther operations. From the present outlook, certain
eritical resources, such as service and supporting trocps and eargo
shipping which are essential to the Hainan operation, can be provided
only at direct expense to the main effort sgainst Japan. Provision of
these resources would be reflected in: base development in Loazon and
clearing of the Philippines to release U.3, forces for Kyushu; base
Mﬂmﬂthmw“;m"hﬂr&ofad&iuuﬂlbﬁuﬂm
either the Ryukyus or China Coast, or both, to give direct support to
the Kyushu operation. The cxact effect of the Hainan operation on

the foregoing, all of which are essential to the Eyushu operation,
is not yet caleulsble but would be severe. Ome yardstick for esti- I
d
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mating the effect is to consider that every airfield built on
Heinan will cost us at least ocne airfield, elther in the Ryukyus
within fighter range of Japan or in Luzon.

10. Conclusions.

8. Seizure of Hainan is feasible with & target date any
time between 1 April 1945 and 15 July 1945.

b. The provision of resources for the operation would affect
the main effort in the Pacific to a degree not yet caleculable, It
would definitely result in a reduction in the totel air effort against
Japan proper prior to invasion and in the direct support of the Eyushu
assault.

c. The operation could be essentially Australian, in so
far as combat troops are concerned, providing such use of these forces
is acceptable to the australisn government. The U.S. would have to
provide an apprecisole increment of combat support, service troops,
and base development forces.

d. Although the operatlon oflers many advantages, its
execution will detract from ocur mein operstions against Jspan., Ib now
appears that the cost to the main effort can be Justified only if no
other objectives which assist directly the main effort can be seiszed

between the Okinawe and Kyushu target dates,
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i MEMORANDUM POR THE PRESIDENT FROM ADMIRAL LEAHY

The establishment of communications with China through
Indo-China would require: 8. seizure and defense of air bases
on Hainan and seizure and defense of the Tongking Plain;

b. expansion of the port areas of Haiphong; 2. improvement of
existing, and conatruction of additional communication 1!1_!“
within Tongking; d. rehabilitation of the demolished rail line
to Kunming end development of road, pipeline and air tranaport
facilities.

The Japanesa are nov strengthening their position in
Esst Chine and Indo-China in anticipation of & landing on the
Asiatiec Mainland and weuld welcome the opportunity to engage
large Allied forees diverted from & potential inwvasion of the
Japanese homeland. They would initlally have deployed in the area
of operaticns 2-3 divisiona, which they could reinforce to 9-10
divisions within 3 montha. We could reascnably expect our
forces to be engeged in practically a continuous battle resisting
the enemy's attempt to drive us from our lodgment.

Except for support from air forces in China, India-Burme
and Luzon, no direct support could be afforded these operations
from adjecent aress, Neither the Chinese nor the Tndo-Chinese
could rrovide effective assistance for the operations; however,
after a period of equipping and training they might give some

aid in defense of the supply corridor. /

Tongking, becauss of its lack of beaches with suiltalile exit
inland, its low central plain subject to inundation, and its
rainy weather, is an undesirable area for either amphibious or
overland meneuvers. The only suitahle beaches for a landing
in force are about 100 miles socuth of Haiphong.

T
Regraded Unclassified
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Security of the attack forces and our lines of communicaticn
make air and naval bases in the Fhilippines and air bases in
Hainan mqﬂli‘til to a successful assault on the Haiphong-
Hanol arsa. For this reason, projected operations against
Luzon must be completed and bases established thers prior to
initiation of the Hainan-Indo-Chins operations. Because of the
necessity for completing the Luzon campaign first, operations
sgainst Hainan-Indo-China could not be initiated until at
least March 1945 at vhich time there remain only six weeks
of favorable weather bafore the rainy season. It is doubtful,
hovever, that sufficient forces and resources could be found to
initiate the operation succesafully in 1945 except at the expense
of other operations leading more directly to the defeat of Japan.

Operations, shown on the attached map, invelve the selzure
of southern Hainan Island by 2 divisions on ﬁ-m:r. Twenty days
later 2 assault divisions with a 5 division follov-up commence
the invasion of Tongklng. Hanol would be captured an estimated
25 days later by overland advance; and subsequently Haiphong and the
remainder of the corridor would be secured by overland advance
with amphibious support. The initial phases of these operations
could be logistlcally supported only by the rapid development of
additional lines of communication in Tongking. Nine reinforced
divisions with adequate air and navel support would be required,
totaling approximstely 400,000 men ashore. Thereafter, 7 !
divisions plus air forces, line of communicatlion and air transport
troops would be required indefinitely for defense and operation
of the supply corridor.

Even though these operations could be launched successfully
in March 1945, only & trickle of supplies could reach China over
this route by 1 January 1946. This trickle would increase to &
maximum capacity of approximately 90,000 dead weight tons
per month (nearly half of which would be by air) over the roed,

rail, pipeline and air transport routes, This maximum capacity,

A T e Regraded Unclassified
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ver, would not be reached until September 1946, or 12 months
_ . the presently planned date for the invasion of Japan ‘
P oper. Because of the long turn around, the urr:l.u: of over 5-
*gpoa Liberty ships will be required at that time to deliver i
j-nu 375,000 dead weight tons per month mu:.rea for the Indo
gmuur of war. arm;mtuuaﬁmmnt would reach
!ﬁh&u, thtrﬂinmmmwmﬁmnrwumm .
‘::th- 1ines of communication. 4

thﬁiﬂ-lkins the operations in March would require the
._.ﬂimﬂ-.d-li..fw that purpose of the entire forces and resocurces &
l;rut up for the Ryukyus (directed for 1 March 1945), together
R with a considerable augmentation. Because of weather nondit:.m,
Em regardless of additional forces that might be released n-u-
Europe, the Ryukyus campaign could not then be undertaken until

- I

at least & months later. 3ince positions in those 1islands are

necessary for the pre-invasion softening of Japan, it is conclude
that operations in Indo-China would mean a cost of at least 6
months delay in the invasion of Japan proper. Thess oparations
are, therefore, not in consonance with our agreed strategy for

the proaecution of the war against Japan.
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ENCLOSURE

DO-CHINA AS A FOR THE .
BJRMA SUPPLY ROUTE

Report by the Joint Staff Planners

THE PROELEM
1. To determine the {easibility of operaticns to open French
Indo-Chine as a means of providing supplies to China, and the
effect of such operatlons on the cver-all strategy for the defeat

of Japan.

DISCUSSION
2. situstdon in Asia. Our lodgment in the Fhilippines will

ascelerate Japanese preparations and dispositions to resist &
landing on the continent. By February it 1s estimated the Jap-
anese will have completed strengthening their positions along
the coast of Indo-China and south and east China. They will have
most probably overcome the Chinese in the Kwellin-Liuchow-Nanning
aresn and established a continuous line of communicaticns between
the Yangtee Valley and Indo-Chins. Allied operations in Upper
Burma to feopen land communications with China should be nearing
suscessful completion with a resultant deterlioration to the enemy
position in south Burma, Enemy air strength in south China and
southeast Asise will be reduced to limited defensive capabilities,
while his navy will be lurking in home vaters. His ground
strength in Chins, Manchuria and the Homeland will still retain
gonslderable offensive power, and he would welcome &n opportunity
to engage us on the Asiatic mainland where he could tle down large
Allied forces thus diverting ue from & potentisl invasion of
anan proper.

While our initial operations in Indo-China and Hainan Island
w11l encounter only 2-3 enemy divisiona, these could be reinforced
to & total of 5 divisions within 30 days. Subseguently the snamy
could bring againat us 2 additional divisions from the south and
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3 from the north. He would eventuslly oppose us with 9-10 divi-
sions with which he would continue sustained action to eject us
from the mainlend.

During the initial cperations we could expect little pa-
sistance from either the Chinese or the natives of Indo-Chins,
The military strength of the Chinese, except for those forces in
Burma, would probably be at an all-time low. The unorganized
Indo-Chinese would be copable of little more than guerrilla act-
ion. Eventuslly when our supplies commence to flov into the aresa
we could begin equipping and organizing both the Chinese and
French Indo-Chinese to assist in defense of the supply corridor.
It is doubtful, however, if this responsibility could be assumed
by them before the invasion and defeat of Japan, under the present

congept of operations.

3. Physiography and conditions affecting the operations. (Ses

attached map). .

a. GQeneral., The shortest supply route through Indo-China
from the sea toward Kunming, extends slong the Halphong-Honoi-
LacKay axis in Tongking. Haiphong, on the Gull of Tongking,
is the port serving Hanoi, 63 miles inland. Read communica-
tions fen out to the north and south from Hunol; one coastal
rallroad leads to the south, end enother meter-gauge rail-
rond senneots Hanol, LocKay and Eunming. The Chinese have re-
moved & considerable portion of that section of the rallvay
within China and scme of the tunnels cpd installations are re-
ported destroyed, The distance by rail from Heiphong to Kun-
ming is roughly 524 miles.

Hoiphong is the only port for deep draft vessels in northern
Indo-China. Its peacetime capacity 1s 4000 measurement tons
per day but preliminary logistic estimates indicate that con-
aiderable incresse 1s posslble. Vessels with droft up to 26

feet can reach this eity. The Song Ka (Red) Réver ot high wabe

Regraded Unclassified
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gan take drefts up to 9 feet ws for as Hunol,
Haiphong and Hunoi sre situested on s broed deltu of the
Song Ko (Red) and the Thal Binh Rivers with their tributarles.
This area is flat and praotically level, except for the high
dikes olong the rivers. It contains a network of natural water:
courses ond cunals, bars and rice fields, end is pertielly unde.
vater most of the time.
The 265 mile cogcat line of the Thai Binh and Song Ea
deltas, with the exception of the Do Son Penlnsuls, is gener-
glly of soft mud vith swamps &nd rice fields inland making
landings impossible except up the rivers at docks und wharves.
The only femsible landing erea in this general vicinity is &
= one-to-two mile stretch of sandy becch in the vieinity of Thang-
Hon, cleared to the interior by en sll-weather road and s meter
gauge rallrood to Hanoi, 100 mliles distant.
Heinan Tsland guards the entrance to the Gulf of Tongklng,
With an arec of 14,000 square milea, it is slightly larger than
Formosa and has been extensively developed by the Jupanese into e
& naval and air bose. There are extensive airfield and naval
bese facilities ot Sumnh in the southern part of the island, =
from which the use of the remaining island installations could
be denied the enemy, cnd the entrances to Tongklng Gulf could
be controlled. A number of sultable beaches would give acceas . . -1
to a perimeter of hills encompussing this area. The enemy
could be prevented from reinforcing Huinan by way of Hainan o
Strait te the north.
Tongking Gulf is approximately 240 miles long and 140
miles wide, its longer axis extending in s NE-3W direction.
The southern end more navigable entrance to this gulf 1is 140 —
. miles wide extending between Heinan Island and the mainland of _.
Indo-Chins. With regard to direction of prevailing wind and 4
: depth of water, Tongking Gulf is favorable for carrier opera=- r

tions. i

o
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b. Weather. Mid-October to mid-April, the period of north-
esst monsocns, presents acceptable conditions for amphiblous
operations against the south coast of Halnan Island and in
the Tongking Gulf area. The period mid-April to mid-October is
that of the southweat monsoon and i rainy and generally un-
favorable for military operations. Typhoons occur most fre-
guently between July und November, inclusive, and are rare
during the period January to April. Mid-October until the end
of January presents optimum flying conditions, whereas the
least desirable flylng weather occurs during February, March
and April. Since rains would seriously interfere with an over-
land asdvance in the Tongking Plein area after mid-April, cpera-
tions should preferably be initiated in that area in such time

a8 not to extend into the ralny season.

4, Possible support from other Allied areas. Except for air

support es described below, no other substantiel direct support
could be expected from other theaters for the initisl operations.

Luzon based eir forces (heavy bombers - fighter escorted)
can operate against shipping to and from the Qull of Tongking via
pasenges north and south of Hainan, meinteln contlnuous reconnais-
sance of the South Chins Sea, mnd soften the defenses of Hainan.
However, Tongking Gulf and polnts on the Indo-China coast inside
the gulf ore beyond bombing renge of these aircraft (Clerk Field,
luzon - Helphong, 865 neuticnl miles).

India-Burma bosed air foroes could be wssigned the task of
softening up the defenses of the Halphong area, and interdicting
the overlond communicetion lines north and sputh from Hunol.
Hano! is within heavy bomber range and long ran;a fighter escort
is posaible (570 nautlicel miles).

China based air forcea from the Kunming area, while provid-
ing limited direct support of the operations, will be able to

furnish valuable indirect support in their normal role of support-

=8 =

Regraded Unclassified




TOF SECRET

ing the Chinese Army agsainst the Japanese forces in China, inter-
dicting enemy lines of communicatlons through Eust China, attack-
ing ports and inatallations on the south end east coasts of China,
and attecking comstsl shipping. B-29's from Chengtu should not be
diverted from their strategic bombing effort except in emergency.

(Eunming to Heiphong, 325 nasutical miles).

5. Operctions,

4. The opening of Indo-China to reestablish overland com-
muniant%unn ¥ith China would necessitate seizure of the Hunoi-
Haiphong area and establishment of & defensive corridor to
seoure the sea approaches and land routes to Chine. Opera-
tions for this purpose would initielly require amphibious
essoult end overland operations to seize the Tongking Plain.
Amphibious landings would be restricted to the coastal wrea
north of Vinh where overland advance would not be bottlenecked
in the nerrovw corridor between mountalns and the sea, and south
of the Red Fiver delta, as the seacoest to the north thersof
is broken and interspersed with numerous streams, cansls, and
swamps. Prior landings should be made on the south coast of
Hainan Island to neutralize thet threat to our east flank end
to establish land-based alr support for the ground campalgn
and for the protection of carriers in Tongklng Gulf.

b. Timingz. Buse facilities, both air and neval, will be re-
quired in Luton to support these operationa. COperations in
the Philippines, to which we are nowv commltted, will culminate
with the asssult of Luzon on 20 December 1945, It is estimated
central Luzon will be in our comtrol by early February, and an
Indo-Chine operation could be supported from thers during March.
Mid-October through mid-April are the only ecceptable months .
as regords weather for amphibloum operations in thils area.
Hence, it would be necessary to ‘nitiate operations as early

as practicable in March in order to estsblish o firm lodgment

Regraded Unclassified
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ashore before the rainy senson. In this connection it is

1ikely thet the exploitation phase would extend into the rainy
seuson, and thus probably delay the expeditious completion of
the operations. A March target date for Indo-Chine could be
met only by diverting, for that purpose, the forces and re-
sources eset up for the Ryukyus, wit: some mugmentation.

2. Concept of the operstions. (See attached map).
I Preparetory Phase. Softening of Halnan by Luzon based
alr. Softening of Indo-Chira by Burma-Indin based air. In-

terdiction of South Chinan communications by China based air.
Intensified submarine, surface, and serial patrol of the South
China S8ea. Preparatory carrier strikes.

Phose I (Preliminary) D-Day to DFP0. Amphibious esssult
by 2 divisions to seize the Samsh Paninsuls on southern Haiomn

for the estoblishment of alr forces to permit the safe intro-
duction of carrier task forces into Tongking Gulf, to support
the ground operations, end to interdict enemy lines of com-
muniestion within the area. Assault divisions remsin for
initial defense of installatlons until situntion stebilizea
sufficiently to pass to garrison forces.

i Fhase IT (Assault) DF20 to DA4S. Initial amphibious

assault by 2 divisions in the Thanh-Hoe ares, with o S-divi-
slon follow-up from DF22 to D#E5. Secure the south flank mnd
asdvance overland to copture Hanoi. (It is estimated the
principal engsgement will be fought prior to D40, when 5 of
u our divisions will probably be opposed by 3 enemy divisions).
Phase III (Exploitation) DFU6 to DAT70. Advances to
eapture the port of Haiphong, end to secure land routes to

Chinn, as follows:

Helphong - 2 divisions assisted by minar
amphibious forces.

Lang Son - 1 division.

Thal Kguyen - 1 division.

¥inh Yen - 1 division.

South flank - 1 division.

Reserve - 1 division.

[4
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Fhese IV (Active Defense) D470 to 7. The enemy will be
able to bring to bear mgainst us during this period about
9-10 divisicns. However, our dafensive position, our aip

strength, and the nature of the terrain will preclude his con-
centrating in force at any one point. Since we would gain no
advantage, nor wish to deploy additicnal forces to push the
ensmy on beyond the corridor neceasary to protect communica-
tions with China, we must meintsin an asctive defense of that
sorridor by occupying key pointe on the perimeter backed by
o central reserve, This would reguire seven divisions as fol-
lows:

1 division - Dinhlap-Tien area

1 division - Lang S8on-Dong Khe arss

1 division - Bac Kan-Cno Bing aran

1 division - South flank -

1 divislon - Along Red River Valley

2 divisions - Ceneral Reserve
Moreover, we would be forced to meintain these def'ense lorces
until elither Japan surrenders, or reconstituted French Indo-
Chinese forces, or possibly Chinese forces, were willing and
able to mssume this responsibility.

d. Aveilability of forces and resources, Regardless of

the terminotion of the European war, forces and resources

are prospectively avellable in the Pacific Ocean Areas to
underteke these operations, but only at the expense of pre-
sently directed operations cs indicoted in paragraph 7 below.
The Hainan-Indo-Chins operstions will require, exclusive of
service troops for development of communications with Chinm,
9 reinforced Army or Marine divisions (360,000 men), 5 of
which must be amphibiously trained snd combat londed, with
eupporting naval and air forces.

Regraded Unclassified
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&. Logistic support of the operation. FPreliminary esti-

mates based on meximum development of existing lines of com=-
munication, indicate that the initial operations cannot be
edequately supported. However, by the comstruction of addi-
tional roads, and the utiligation of all available means in-
eluding inland water transport, it is believed practicable
to get the necessary supplies to the advancing troops., The
ereation of these additional communication fucilities is

likely to delay the operations. Subsequently additional
logistical sup-ort would be furnished by expanding the faci-
1ities of Haiphong. Maintenence of an active defense of T
divisions plus gerrison air forces will require epproximately

300,000 measurement tons of supplies per month.

6. Logistic feasibility of the supply for China project.

o] Assuming thot the mssault 1s successful, the first reguirement
would be the development of the north Indo-Chins ports to their
moximum estimated capacity of 420,000 memsurement tons per month.
Reguired additionally would be the improvement of interior com-
munications in Tongking to meet the needs of the defense forces,
the conatruction of air fields, the rehabllitation of the meter
gouge rallvay to Kunming, the development of the motor roads and
Pipe lines to China, the construction of housing, storage and
hospltalizotion facilities, and expansion of exlsting port fmei-
= lities to clear an additional 196,000 messurement tons per month.
In order to obtain commensuprate return for the alzeble

military expenditure required, all possible routes to Chine should

be developed to maximum capasity.

Regraded Unclassified




The routes of supply to China could be developed to carry
a maximum combined capacity of 153,000 M/tons per month (80,000
by air, 20,000 by rall, 20,000 by motor rosd, 33,000 by pipe-
line). 1In order to deliver this tonnage to China, 616,000 M/tons
would have to be laid down each month at the north Indo-Chins '
ports, Thus only approximately 25§ of the supplies shipped to
Indo-China would actually reach China, 50% of the total being
consumed by the defense forces, and the remaining 25% for the
maintenance of facllities and lines of communication. The
equivalent of 2156 Liberty ships would be required to deliver this
tonnage to Indo-China.

It would reguire approximately 10 months after the initi-
ation of the assault to commence the first trickle of supplies
to China and it would require 18 months before the ultimate mexi-
mum eapacity of 153,000 M/tons could be realized. Assuming that
the assault is launched on 1 March 1945, supplies would not com-
mence to flow into China by this route until 1 Janusry 1946 and
the ultimate capacity of all supply routes would not be attained
until 1 September of that year, which is 12 months later than
the presently planned invaslon of Japan praoper.

The foregoing estimates are optimistie since they do not
take into account the development and improvement of means for
reception and distributicon of the supplies at the already con-
gested Chine terminals, and their transfer to the polnts where
they will be used in China; nor do they consider the provision of
equipment and supplies for the reconstitution of French Indo-

China forces.

7. Effect of these operations on the over-all strategy for

the defest of Japan. Since the pecurity of our lines of
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communication to this ares, and the provision of base facilities
to support these cperations, would require the completion of
projooted operations against Luzon and the establishment of bases
there, before the assault ageinat Hainan-Haiphong could be suc-
cessfully launched, the earliest practicable target date for the
Halnan-Indo-China essault is concluded to be 1 March 1945,

The asseult on the Ryukyus is, however, scheduled for that
date, and even though conditions permit their recrientation to
the Pacific early in 1945, sufficlent rescurces will not be
avallable to implement simultaneously the ocperations envisaged
in this study and those against the Ryukyus. The initisticn of
these operations would necessitate the postponement of Ryulcyus
until the next favorable westher period beginning late in the
summer of 1945, for which time the preparatory phase of the
invesion of southern Xjyushu is being planned.

Our present campalgn in the Pacific 1s designed at once to
utllize most effectively all avallable resources and to explolt
the most favorable weather conditlions, with a viev to maintain-
ing and extending unremitting pressurs against the enemy and at-
taining positions from which to force his ultimate surrender,

The project to open north Indo-China has no prospect of
duplicating the capacity of the existing Burma supply routes be-
fore early 194€. It 1s therefore out of phase with our accepted
Facific strategy. Furthermore these cperations will involve a
reorientation of our effort away from Tokyo, are likely to delay
the sssault on the Japanese homeland by 6 to 9 months, and are
not in consonance with the mgreement reached at OCTAGON, "To
continue operations leading to the earliest practicable invasion
of Japan."

8. Fossible air transport 1ine to China from Hainan Island.

Consideration has alse been given to the seizure of only Hainan

o
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Island to eatsblish a base for aip supply to China, eithsr as a
substitute for, or in addition to, that now funetioning from

Indla-Burma, Such & project would require operations to capture
all of Heinan Island, using for this purpose b reinforced divi--

slons. Due to interference from enemy air forces in Indo-China

and China, fighter escort would be required for all air transport

movements. Extensive air base development would be necessary.

A large ground and air defense force would be required to pre-

vent continuous hostile interference and counter-attack. Main-

tenance of the garrison, support of construction, and transit of

China bound freight would requive the handling of large quanti-
ties of supplies through Hainan ports. Preliminary satimates
indicate that the present capacity of the India-China alr route

could not be duplicated from Hainan in less than nine months, and

even then only at the cost of extensive port and communications

developmentsa. For these reasons this course of setion has been

rejected as being both militarily unsound and logistically
lmpracticable,

CONCLUSIONS
9. The Atteched Appendix, & proposed memorandum for the
President, summarizes the conclusions developed from this study.
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WASHINGTON

Jenuary 1, 1942

Dear Mr, President:

I enclose copy of & despatch which
was sent to Admiral Hart last night.

This despateh - identically worded - was sent
to General MeArthur by General Marshall, and to the
senior British commanders in the Far East by their
respective British Chiefs of Staff (now in Washington).
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VAL MESSAGE
DRAFTER

FROW COMINCH

RELEASED WY

TOR CODEROOM CINCPAC
OPRAV (MATIL)

PARAPHRASED BY
INDICATE BY ASTERISK ADDKESSEES FOR WHICH MAIL DELIVERY IS SATISFACTORY.

312300
UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED THIS DISPATCH WILL BE TRANSMITTED WITH DEFERRED PRECEDEMCE

ORIGINATOR FILL IM DATE AMD TIME DATE TIME
TEXT

]

Cini CITHER

THE GENERAL STRATEGIC POLICY FOR OPERATICONS IN THE FAR EASTFHN THEATER
WHICH HAS BEEN AGREED UPON BY THE US AND BRITISH CHIEFS OF STAVF IS

= s . |

AS FOLLOWS AFIRM TO HOLD THE MALAY BARRIER FAREN DEFINED AS THE LINE
MALAY FENINSULA SUMATRA JAVA AND MORTH AUSTRALIA PAREN AS THE BASIC

. DEFERSIVE POSITION IN THAT THEATER AND TO CPFERATE SEA LAND AND AIR
-4 FORCES IN AS GHEAT DEPTH AS PUSSIBLE FOHWARD (¥ THE BARRIER IN CHDER

i TO OPPOSE THE JAPANESE SOUTHWAHD ADVANCE BAKER TO HULD BURMA AMD
AUSTHALLA AS ESSENTIAL SUFPOHTING POSITIONS ¥FOH THE THEATER AND

BUFMA AS ESSERTIAL TO THE SUPPORT OF CHIFA AND TO THE DEVERSE OF
INDIA CAST TO REESTAELISH COMMUNICATIORS THR(UCH THE DUTCH EAST TIT1ES

WITH LUZON AID TO SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINES GARMIS( DOG TO MAINTAIN
ESSENTIAL COMMUNICATIUNS “ITHIN THE THEATER PARA IN DISPUSING OF THE

HEIYFORCEMNTS ARAIVING IN THAT THEATER YOU SHOULD EE GUIDED BY THE
ABOVE POLICY AND COMNSIDEH THE KEEDS OF THE THEATEH AS A V"HILE X TO

THIS END CLOSE COOFEHATION AMONG THE BRIT1SH DUTCH AMD UNITED STATES
COMMANDERS IS ESSENTIAL AND ¥YOU SuOULD CONTINUE TO CCERT " 7. MEASUHES

ACCORLINGLY FAFA BRITISH COMMAMDEN IN CHIEF FAR BAST WILL INFORM THE
DUTCH AND REQUEST THEIR CUQFEHATION

WAROPS SECRET

A Make original caly. Deliver to communication wateh officer [n person. (See Art. 76 (4) NAVREGSR.)
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MEMORANTUM POR WHITE HODSE LIAISON OFFICER 2 U NOV

i

Subject - Possible Pacific Island Airdrome Sites with Underground Dis-
persal Facllitiss,

1, 0Oilbert Islands: All of the islands in this group with the excep-
tion of Neuru and Dcean are atolls and have not sufficlent elevation for hori-
sontal excavation, Ocean and Nauru are small islands with some slevation, ut
do not possess airdrome sites or harbor facilities suitabls for supporting e=
tensive air installations,

2, Marcus Island: This island is an atoll and does not offer any pos-
sibility for construction of underground dispersal,

3. Marshall Islands: These islands are atolls and offer no possibili-
tiss for underground consfruction,

k., Bonins: The Bonins and Volecano Group form a chain of small islands
of voleanic origin, They are extremely precipitous and rugged and offer only
limited sites for airfield comstruction, Iw Jima presents the most feasible
location for alrfields and possesses a small but good harbor. High ground
riging from the existing and potentiel airfield sites topographically indicates
a possibility for some underground dispersal construction, However, enginesr-
ing sarveys sugpest that such construction would be extremely difficult if not
wholly impractical, The limited harbor facilities and airdrome sites would
preclude the possibility of any large-scale air installation,

5. Caroline Islands: These islands present the best possibilities for
large-scale alrdrome consfruction coupled with first-class harbor facilities
and the capability of some underground dispersal construction, Several is-
lands in the group, possessing airfleld sites with possible underground dis-
persal construction, are disqualified from supporting any larpe air installa-
tion by the inadequacy of harbar facilities, The only island in the group to
offer the combination of first-class harbor facilities and adequate existing
and potential airdrome sites for large air installations, together with the
posaibility for some underground dispersal, is Truk. On Moen Island, in the
Truk group, exists a large Japanese airdrome; there is an additional site near-
by where construction may be underway and where & large airdrome could proba-
bly be built, Terrain adjecent %o these airdromes 1s topopraphically suited
to underground dispersal, There exist caves in this area which might be ex-
panded to provide aireraft dispersal underground,

6. Palams: The islands of Peleliu and Babelthaup in this group com-

SECRET
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Nemo for White House Llalson Officer

bine first-class harbor facilities with major existing sirdromes capable of
being enlarged, topether with a possibility of limited underground disper-
sal construction, On Babelthaup the present airdrome on the south end of
the island adjoins hizsh ground to the north which 1s topographically sulted
to horisontal excavation, The exlsting airdrome on Peleliu has some adja-
eent high ground and there is a slight possibility that minor underground
dispersal could be constructed here,

7. Marianasy Of these islonds, Tinlan and Ouam offer the only possi-
bilities for underground dispersal plus extensive existing airdrome and air-
drome sites, coupled with good harbor facilities, While the harbor at Tin-
ian is of moderate capaclity, there exist at least two large airdrome and air-
drome sites with adjacent high land topographically suitable for underground
dispersal, At Ouam an excellent harbor and at least six to eight existing
airdromes and airdrome sites provide the capability for large-scale alr in-
stallations, However, the terrain adjacent to these airdrome sites is such
that underground dispersal construction would be extremely diffimult if not
wholly impractical, Limited harbor facilities at Saipan, together with only
a vary few terrain features offering possibilities for underground construc-
tion adjacent to existing mirfields or airfield sites, render this island in-
adequate for the type of installation under discussion,

8. Oeneral: The above information is based on terrain studies and can-
not be consldered conclusive, It is the opinion of this office and the Air
Engineers that a definitive study of underground dispersal capabllitles in
the islands under discussion would require exhsustive field surveys. It is
further the opinion of the Alr Engineers that any such construction, even
where indicated above as possible, would be extremely difficult and every=-
wheres limited. It should be peinted out that underground dispersal for larpe
airoraft would require & vertical depth of some 50 feet for B-29 aireraft,
and that in view of the very large wing span of all types of heavy bombers,
the dispersal of any mumbers of such aircraft would demand lateral space not
to be found in the terrain of the relatively small land masses under consid-
eration,

For the Commanding Oeneral, Army Alir Forces:

SFCRET
Regraded Unclassified
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2 0CT 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR TTE PRESTDENT:

Subject: Condition of By-Passed Japanese in
Pasifie Area from November 1042 to

Heptembar 1044,

The operatioms im the Pacifie Area {rom NHovember 1043 o
September 1944 have resulted in by-passing en estimated 32E,300
Japanese who have now been redused by minor operations, bombardmant,
starvation, sulolde and other means, to mn estimated 218,300, These
hostile elements are out off from thelr lines of communications by
air, sea and land blookade. This bloekads has forced the Japansse
to subsist off of the country. Their imability to replenish sunition,
food and medioal supplies results in starvation, 11l heslth, low
morals and deteriormtion of fighting units.

The breakdown of the several operations are listed below
shronologioally by datea:

Hovember 1043
BOUGAIRVILLE s
Initial Estimated Japanese Uarrisom - - - - 40,000
Current Estimeted Japanese Uerrisen - - - - 13,000

Priscner of fiar report of mid=July 1944 indicates that
the ration is about four ounces per man per day. The troops are
disgouraged and have low morale. However, evidense indicates that
‘thege troops probably oan exist ea losally grown produce unless driven
from gardens. Allied Alr, recognising this, have improvised means for
spraying oil on these gardens. The ollowing gquotation from a captured
diary illustrates conditions im this srea: "The bombardment keeps up
without change; walking or sleeping I think only of eating) in dreams
mu:u.- of good thinga float before me but I cannot get them into my
=suth,

Fea 1544

MARSHALL GROUP (inmeluding WARE, UCRAN and WAURU ISLAKDS in the GILHERT
: Group )1

FY FoiRegradedibnelassified
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Yaroh 1944
O BRITAIN - ER LGELAD
Initial Estimated Japauess Garrisonm - - - = 70,000
Current Estimated Japanose Garrison - - - - 47,000

A 1944
ESX (Northoast Now Ouines):
Initial Fetimated Japanese uarrisenm - - - ~ 64,000
Current Estimated Japansse - = = = 55,000

Troops have deteriorated materially, lost most of
m“ﬂmmhlm-ﬂmumlm
ratiens, Half of the treepr are sisk with ths sorisusly wounded sxly
being hespitalised. Zatimated medisnl supplies on hand are suffisient
o the end of September. It iz probable that soms supplies also have
this area by submarine. The desperate status of
cause the suleidal attempts %o break sut of the

I
i
i

Moy 1944

|

Initial Cstimated Japaness Garrisen - - - = §,5600
Current Estimated Japanese Garrisem - - - - 1,000

W OGRET
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Menorandus for The President (Continued)
Subjeets Comdition of Dy-Fassed Japansse
in Paoifio Area from November 1043

to September 1844.

A serious shortage of clothing and equipment is
indieated in this area by salvage from the dead. Seriously wounded
are belag evacuated caly upon order and the slightly wounded ars
being retained in the front linos. To supplement the ration in this
arsa, sago trees are belnog felled to produce sago flour by native
mothod. Flalf of the labor troops omployed im this projest are sisk.
Therefore, produstion is nil.

June 1644

WOTA ISLAMD (Marisnas Oroup):

Initial Hstimatod Jepeasse Jerrison - = - = 2,000
Current Estimated Jupanese Jarrison = = = = 3,800

Continuad air strikes have [loroed thess Japanese %o
live under groumd. Foud stuffs and sedical supplies are chort.

J&M
UBELVINE BAY (Nerthwest New Gulnow ):

Initial Estimated Japanese Uarrison - - - = E0,000
Current Fatimeted Jopanese Garrison - = - = 12,000

Natives report troops in this area disorganfized and
starving) they are breaking into small groups to raid native gardons.
This condition has resulted in =many suiocides, and attempts to use
inland trails to the Uest in wn attempt to be ploked up on Mestern
flew Guinea bamolies by swall bout or barge Lor evacuation to Ceram,
Halmshera or other looslities. The inland trails are reported covered
with Japanese acd Formesans who are ssesping. Probobly the larger part
of the 6,000 shown as lost in this awrea have oade good their escape. A
report of the Noemfoor Upsration (25 Jume 1044 to 51 August 1944)
indioates that oamnibalisw was practised; priscners of war report that
Formosans have been taken out om patrel, killed, and thelr rlesh
returned to bivousmo areas to be eaten.

September 1044
CARCLINE GROUP !lﬂlg TAP and PALAU)

Initial Hetimmted Japanese Uarrison = = - = §6,000
Curreut Estiseted Jupuasse Gwrrison - - - = 5d, 500

- . - I':I':-_nl-'r
Regraded Unclassified
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Meporandum for The ‘resident (Continued)
Subjest: Comdition of By-Fassed Japansse
in Paolfie Area from November 1043

-wm-

mwumm‘mhlhﬂdhhhn—u
nermel conditiom begause of home gardeaning, supplemented by food and
nedioal supplies landed by subsarines. Contlinuous alr strikes on
these lslands are ocausing sonsidersble decline in thelr present
sonditions sinoe they are now living almest entirely under ground.
Oround operations are now im progreas au Frlau.
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Subjectt Report from Ambassador Hirk regarding the views
of British neval authoritles on Paclflc war.

h-"---—'-——--Hﬂ---ﬂ---—ﬂ-‘--ﬂ--

put the transfers to China of ggggﬁgg%g_gﬂd any \
other British holdings in the Far Eaat s uld not

be insisted upon, since never, under any clrcum-
stances, would Britain agree to return Hong Kong

to China and elso Britain planned to hold on to L
anything else she had in the Far East. Attentlon .
was called to the fact that the prestige of the

white man in the Par Bast, both that of the BEritish
and the Americans, had suffered a great deal since

the begimning of the war and a display of over-
whelming force is the only way to restore 1t, since
this is the only thing the oriental, with his special
philosophy, would respect. Such a polley is just as
mach of interest to the U.S. as it is to Great Britain
snd hope was expressed the U.S5. would be reallstlc in
1ts attitude toward the current situatlion in the Far
Bast, but, regardleas, the British would never, under
any circumstances, cede eny part of lew Guinea, of

the Streit Settlemsnts, or anything else. Thls matter
has been gone into thoroughly with the Portuguese and
the Dutch, by the British Govermnment, and 1t was found
that the Dutch and Portuguese Governments shared these
game views.

Ssrial: 002?82

TOP SECHET AWND PERSONAL

The ldea was expressed in regard toc Italy that
after the war the Italian fleet should be divided
among the victorious powers, lnasmuch as Italy gould
not afford & ¥evy. It was suggested the Russlans \
should be glven cne battleship, the Yugoslavs another
and the Greeks snother, which, alone, wouldn't be & |
generous act, inasmuch as one battleshlp without its
gncillisries was absolutely impracticable and of very
l1ittle use. The British, on the other hand, would
rather take their share of the Italian Navy in de-
stroyers and crulsers.
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TOP SECHET AND PERSONAL

2 6 SEP 1944

KEMORANDUM FOR3$ ADMIRAL LEAHY
R R N GENERAL MARSHALL
GENERAL ARNOLD

Subject: Report from Ambassador Kirk regarding the
views of British naval authorities on Pacifle

WaAra.

S8et forth below is & parephrase of a despatch from
Caserta (Ambassador Kirk) reporting on interesting comments
by high British neval authorities in the Caserta area. I
am sending this information to you personally as the wide
distribution of & J.C.3, memorandum appears undesirable.

Considerable concern exists In the Britlsh
Navy in regard to the war in the Paciflic and 1t
should be clearly pointed out that, after Germany
is defeated, the British pertlcipation with the
UeS8. in the Far Eastern war will be confined
principally to the British Navy, inasmuch as it
would be absolutely essentiel for any government
in Great Erlitain to bring ebout some demobiligzation
end to return certain troops to England, when
Germany 1a defeated, It was pointed out that many
British soldiers had, at the present time, been in
the Army for over five yeers, and thers 1a, of
course; a limit to humen endurance.

It was held that the British Navy, of coursa,
would teke i1ts place alongside of the U.S5. Navy
in the war in the Far Essat, but there was quite a
bit of apprehension among some of the Erlitish
naval officers and naval ratlinzs concerning the
views of the U.8. on the Far East. The protesta-
tions by the U.8. concerning the freeing of the
Fhilippines and liberating China from the present
Japanese yoke were accepted at their face value,

i \UHI auCu . JilividooliicUu
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The Prime Minister mentioned to the President today
ﬁlt-lﬂulﬂ.ngmllhpdhiﬂﬁuidthntm
were “"political" reasone against employing Mew Zealend
troops in the Pacifie.

mmmmmmmuuamammtm
attitude of the U.5. Government. There was a lack of
New “ealend manpower, rendering their metive eco-operation
dirficult, but they could at least be used for policing.

The Prime Minister explained to the Frocident that
ihllmhﬂmminmﬂmﬂihmamlmtuf
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given a place in the 1ine of netfle, The President
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/ WWHE WHITE HOUSE, _
l"‘ WASHINGTON —ﬁl’g’.
h 6 September 194l
MFMORANDUM FOR:
Admiral Brown

_ The attached report summarizes the very
brief correspondence of the President and the
Prime Minister on British participation in
.the Pacific War. The Prime Minister has made
no committments on this subject other than to
approve a SEXTANT agreement for a British
Task Force in the Pacific in 1944, an agree-
ment from which he was subsequently released,

! ALl other statements of his have been of

& general nature.
Very respectfully,
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The Prime Minister has written several times to the President
since the Cairo Conference in December 1943 that Eritish forces will play
& significant role in the war against Japan but he has never been specific
as to the strength, time, or place that nis forces will be committed in
Pacific operations.

The final report of the Combined Chiefs of Staff to the President
and the Prime Minister, sybmitted at SEXTANT and approved by them, stated
that the C.C.E., had "approved in principle as a basis for further investi-

i’
gation and preparation" an overall Flan for the Defeat of Japan. This

Plan called for the sending of a British Task Force to the Pacific Ocean
by June, 1944 consisting of one old battleship, two carriers, six light
cruisers, seven or eight escort carriers and mumerous escortsand auxil-
i
iaries. The Prime Minister referred to the SFXTANT Heport and its
accompanying plans when he first made overtures to the President in March,
1944 sbout British participation in the Pacific War. It was not an
auspicicus beginning; Mr. Churchill asked to be released from the Calro
agreement. The message is his fullest statement on the British position
and is therefore worth guoting at length:
"Although you and I both initialled the final report,

neither of us had had the opportunity of going into these

matters perscnally as we were concerned with affairs of more

immediate urgency. Since then the War Cabinet and Chiefs of

Staff have been "investigsting® and we have not so far

reached united conclusions. Mearmwhile the Japanese Fleet has

arrived at Singapore which constitutes in my mind a new major

fact.

"After the surrender of the Italian Fleet in September,
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1943 1 was very keen on sending a detachment of our Fleet as
nuiekly ns possible to the Pacific, but when I opened this to
Admiral King he explained to me how very strong the United
States Navy was already in those waters compared to the Japan-
ese, and I formed the impression that he did not need us very
much. I have also seen several telegrams from our Naval Hepre-
sentatives in Washinston which tend to confirm the above
impression. On the other hand, I am told that Admiral King has
informed the First Sea Lord that he would like to have our de-
tachment, provided it did not arrive until August or September,
when its logistic requirements could more easily be met. 1 am,
in the upshot, left in doubt about whether we are really needed
this year.

"I am personally still of the opinion that amphibious action
across the Bay of Bengal will enable all our forces and establish-
ments in India to play their highest part in the next 18 months
in the war against Japan. We are examining now the logistics
in detail and prima facie it seems that we could attack with
two or three times the strength the islands across the Bay of
Bengal and thereafter the Malay Peninsula than we could by pro-
longing our communications about 9,000 miles round the south
of Mistralia and operating from the Pacific side and on your
southern flank. There is also the objection of dividing our
fleet and our effort between the Pacific and Indian Oceans and
throwing out of gear so many of our existing establishments
from Calcutta to Ceylen and way back in the Suez Canal zone."

The Prime Minister concluded his messagze with a direct request — "I should
like to know...../if/ your Pacific Operations would be hindered if, far the

present at any rate and while the Japanese Fleet is at Singapore, we kept

our centre of gravity in the Indian Ocean and the Bay of BHengal and planned
3

amphibious operations there as resources come to hand."

The President's reply, prepared by the Joint Chiefs of Staff at
his direction, released the British from the SEXTANT agreement. "There
will be no specific operation in the Pacific during 1944 that would be
adversely affectea by the absence of a British Fleet Detachment," he wrote,
nor would it "now appear that such a reinforcement will be needed before the
Sommer of 1945." The President agreed with the Prime Minister that in view

of current conditions, Hoyal Naval forces would be of more value by remain-
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ing in the Indian ﬂcﬂn-{ As a matter of fact, the strategle situation had
altered considerably since Lecember with the advent of strong Japanese Naval
forces at Singapore in Pebruary and instead of British forces entering the
Pagific, & U.f. alreraft carrier with destroyer escort were zent to bolster
the British Fastern Fleet at Ceylon in early Yarch.

In early April the Prime Minister broached the guestion of the Far
Fastern War avain by asking the President to keep up the U.5. building rate
of LST's to meet an estimated shortage in shipping the British would heve
for operstions against Japen in the spring of 1945. Mr. Churchill did not
specify the operation nor establish definite need for additional LST's and
he spoke in general temms, "It is my earnest wish to operate against the
Japanese as soon as our amphibious resources are released from the Furopean
Theater and T very muchlope you will find it possible to meet this raquut-."r

The President's reply commented that British plans were not mature
and he declined to change the building program for the sake of indefinite
future operations. "In view of a better knowledge as to U.5. requirements
in the Pacific,” he explained, "the United States Chiefs of Staff believe
that the Combined needs for prosecuting the war against Japan can be met
under present programs and that allocations should not be made until operstions
have been definitely decided upon.” ’

Since April the Prime Minister's references to the Pacific War have
been few and couched in general terms. In regretting the American refusal to
build additional LST's, Mr. Churchill said, "Our only wish is to help you as
much a5 possible in the war against Japan in accordance with our pledge....

We are working very hard to prepare plans for amphibious operations destined




hmmnmrltﬁmﬂmime,andImmnmhaudnﬂﬂu

nmpuaulstaukthynurchhr!,ofﬁhﬂ. Perhaps you will allow me to

recur to the above topic then." On two occasions he has used the war asainst
Japan as an inducement to the President for an early meeting between them.

In May he wrote, "This meeting is also becomins & practical necessity in
respect of the Chiefs of Staff. We have the whole Far Fastern Campalsn to
discuse and our execution of our promise to help in it to the very utmost

of our atungth." In August he raised the issue again. "There are several
serious matters in the military sphere which must be adjusted between our
staffs. 1, too, would greatly welcome & few frank talks with you on matters
it is difficult to put on paper. We have to settle the part the British
Empire shuul: take in the war against Japan after Germany's unconditional

surrender.”

Althoush the United States Chiefs of Staff and the British Chiefs
of Staff have examined in detail future plans for the defeat of Japan, their
work has not yet won a place in the correspondence of the President and the
Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has made no eommittments to the President
on British partieipation in the Pacific War other than to approve a SEXTANT
arreement for a British Task Force in the Pacific in 1944, an agreement from
which he was subseguently released. All other statements of his have been of

a penersl nature,.
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HEADQUARTERS
NORTHERN TROOPS AND LANDING FORCE
E:§{ﬁghbﬂ IN THE FIELD

14 July 1944
SONFIDENTIAL
From: AC of 3, G-2,
To All ua.l.h oconoerned,
Subjeet: Lisutenant General BAITO': lapt nessage

to J se officers and men defending
mﬁ, transmittal of.

1. A reproduction of Lisutenant Genersl SAITO'g
last nessage to Japanese officers and men defending
SAIPAN ie transmitted herewith. _

2+ A translated uoﬂr of the mes was issued by
this H“.dg::rtern on Hemorandum No, lA-44, dated

12 July 1
T. R. YANCEY,
Lt.Col,, GSC,
AC or 8, G-2,

Digtribution:-

JICPOA- 1 Garrigon Forces- 1

ComBthFlt- 1 Gﬂl"fl Arty.- 1

CTF B2- 1 0G 27¢h Inf.Div.- 1

CTF 58- 1

ﬂ!ﬁ EE-Z— 1

CG 2dMarDiv- 1

CG 4thMarDiv- 1
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1290-5~30 HEADJUARTERS,
0€9 /247 NORTHERN TROOPS AND LaNDING FORCE,

IN THE FIELD.

12 July 1944,
CONFIDENTIAL

NORTHERN TROOPS 4ND LANDING FORCE)
: Lieutenant General 5sIT0's last

VEMORANDUM NUMBER.......... .15-44) message to Japanese officers
and men defending SAIPaN.

1, The following message 1s a translation by the D-2 Section
4th Marine Division., The intelligence Officer of the Japanese 43d
Divieion, ceptured 9 July, 1944, ststed that this message wss
delivered by SBAITO at soproximately 0800 the morning of 6 July, Just
prior to the Genersl's death at 1000 that day.

"MESSAGE TO OFFICERS AND MEN DEFENDING SaIPaN"

"I am addressing the officers and men of the Imperial
Army on SAIPAN,

For more than twenty daye since the americen Devils
attacked, the officers, men, and civilian employees of the
Imperisl Army and Navy on this ieland have fought well and
brevely. Everywhere they have demonstreted the honor and glory
of the Imperisl Forces. I expected that every man would do his
duty.

Heaven has not given us an opportunity. We have
not been able to utilize fully the terrain. We have fought
in unlieon up to the preesent time, but now we have no materials
with which to fight end our artillery for attack has bean com-
ﬁiataly destroyed. Our comradec heve fallen one after sanother.
solte the bitternees of defeat, we pledge "Seven lives to
repay our country",**

The barbarous atteck of the enemy is being contin-
ued, Even though the enemy has occupled only a cornar of SAIPAl
we ere dying without aveil under the violent shelling and
bombing. Whether we attack or whether we stay where we are,
there is only death. However, in death there 1s life, We must
utilize this opportunity to exalt true Japanese manhood. I will
advence with those who remain to deliver still another blow to
the americaen Devile, and leave my bones on SaIPall as & bulwark
of the Pacific, ;

a8 it seye in the "SENJINKUN" (Battls Ethics), "I
will never suffer the disgrece of being teken alive," and "I
will offer up the coursge of my soul and calmly roajoice in

ey
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living by the eternsel principle.®
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1290-6~30 HEADJUARTERS,
069 /247 NORTHERN TROOPS AND LANDING FORCE,
IN THE FIELD,

12 July 1944.
CONFIDENTIAL

NORTHERN TROOFPS AND LANDING FORCE)
: Lieutenant General SaITO's last

VEMOHRANDUK NUMBEH.......... .lﬁﬁiii message to Japanese officers
and men defending SaIPaN,

1, The following masuaga is & translation by the D-2 Section
4th Nerine Division, The intelligence Officer of the Japanese 43d
Divieion, ceptured 9 July, 1944, ststed that this message was
delivered by SAITO at spprroximately 0800 the morning of & July, just
prior to the Genersl's death at 1000 that day.

"MES5AGE TO OFFICERS AND ¥EN DEFEINDING SaIPAN"

"I am eddressing the officers and men of the Imperisl
Army on BAIPAN,

For more than twenty deye since the american Devils
attacked, the officers, men, and civilian employees of the
Imperial Army and Navy on this island have fought well and
brevely. Everywhere they have demonstreted the honor and glory
of the Imperisl Forces. I expected that every man would do his
duty.

Hesven has not given us &an opportunity. We have
not been able to utilize fully the terrsin. We have fought
in unison up to the present time, but now we have no materials
with which to fight &nd our artillery for attack has besn com-
pletely destroyed. Our comrades hsve fellen one aftar asnother.
Desolite the bitterness of defeat, we pledge "Seven lives to
repay our country",

The barbarous etteck of the enemy is being contin-
ued, Even though the enemy has occupled only & corner of SAIPA!
we ere dying without avell under the violent shelling and
bombing. Whether we attack or whether we stay where we are,
there ie only death. However, in death thers is life. We must
utilize this ovportunity to exalt true Jspanese manhood. I will
advence with those who remain to deliver Btill another blow to
the americean Devils, and leave my bones on SalPall as & bulwark
of the Pacific. :

a8 1t eeye in the "SENJINKUN" (Battls Ethics), "I
will never suffer the disgrece of being teken elive," and "I
will offer up the courege of my soul and ocalmly rajoice in
livin: by the eternsl principle.®
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NORTHERN TROOFS AND LANDING FORCE MEMORANDUM NUMBER 15-44. (Cont'a).
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Here I pray with you for the eternsl life of the
ror and the welfare of the country and I advance to sesk
the enemy.

Follow mel"

## wSaven lives to revey our country." wes July, 1944
the vassword deeigneted by the Bn, Order
(26 June) satting the attack thet re- .0, NORTHERN MaRIANaB
sulted in e breakthru from NaFUTAN Point. DEFENSE FOACE

C.0. DISTRICT FLEET
BY COMMAND OF LIEBUTEHANT GENERaL HOLLAND M. SMITH:

G. B. ERSKINE,
BrigGen., U. B8, Merine Corps,
Chief of Btaff.

DISTRIBUTION: CONSTHFLT (1) Garriaon Forces Elﬁ
CTF 52 (1) }D:E 8 artillery (10
CTF 58 1; 27th Inr 1v(T8a) (20)
cT6 52.2 (1) Wer Diery (4)

06, 2dierDiv (20) asll Generel & Spccisl 8tf Seot (1)
€6, 4thMarDiv (20) F I L E.
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LD s 14 7
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Ma jor, USMC,, ~
ad jutent, NTLF,
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| NORTHERN TRoOPS ; =
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-2~ CONFIDENTIIAl
- HEADQUARTERE
Ser,00216-3 NORTHERN TROOPS & LANDING FORCE,
IN THE FIELD,
SECRET
14 July, 1944,

From: AC of B, 0-2,
To: Distribution List,
Subject: Captured Japanesc officer's personal account of "The

Last Days of Lieutonant Gencral SAITO",

e 5 The following 1s a translation from a captured Japaneae
officer's personal account of the last days of Licutenant General
SAITO, the Commanding General of all Army forces on SAIPAN. The
personal story of this officer who participated in the counter-
attack against our forcos the morning of 7 July, 1944, reveals a
vivid ploture of events leading up To the attack that occurred on
the above date.

"I don't remember the exact date too well, because of the
-dintense bombardment and the naval shelling, but about the time
that the Ficld Headquarters movod stealthlly in the middle of the
night from among the mountains in.CHACHA to the fourth position
(4 kilometers into the mountains due EAST of the NORTHEASTERN
1limit of GARAPAN Town), the 135th Infantry, by now robbed of the
summit of TAPOTCHAU, was chased far into the gmrn area by the
enemy forces along the eastern sea coast.

"At the new Field Headquarters a conference was quickly
:IH. t-ntdanide how to extricate themselves quickly from this pre-
cament.

"Some officers proposed that 'we should die gloriously in
battle with a final charge now, in this place!,

"However, General SAITO ordered 'Because there are many
military units which were left scattercd on the field of battle,
gather theee all together and construct poeltions from here
toward the NORTH in the narrowest portion of SAIPAN Island, You
must chew the AMERICAN forces to picces ) ;

"At this point the staff determined those positions on
8. They fell in a line running from NORTH of TANAPAG through
205.2 to TALAFOFO,

"However, in order to carry out the construction of that
E;ﬂmni;e line, they had to gather picks and shovels. They were
1 in .

"I did not think that the plan, as General SAITO conceived
1t, would work under these conditions,

"However, before the positions wore completed, the enemy
Wa8 upcn our front lince amgl we couldn't spare even one man as &
runner during vhat day. This was 2 July., Because our lines of

-1« BECRET
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Bubject:

communication were broken all control had to be carricd out at
night. Morcover, under thesc conditions of retreat, it ie impos-
8ible to control the situation except at night.
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"Herc 18 an cxample of that.

"The 136th Infantry drew back to rear positions a day
before they were supposed to. Whon the Divigion Headquarters
learned of this it was already too late to stop it. Bocauso of
this, the strategic plan of the Division was ruined. That is to
say, the Navel forces and the portion of tho Army Torces which
had becn fighting bravely and stubbornly around GARAPAN Town were
cut off from a pateh of withdrawal. Thc 136th Infantry and other
Army units which were on the EAST glope of TAPOTCHAU were isolated.
And what aggraveted the condition most and was most bothorsome,
was that we could not transport back to tho now positions the
provielons to halt the enemy advances.

"We did not stay long in this fourth headquarters. Caught
in the concentration of Naval gunfire the wounded and dced con-
tinued to inercase.

"We stayed at the fifth headquarters only 2 daye. On about
3 July (I'm not sure of exact date) we moved to the sixth and
final headgquarters. L

"This arca is gencrally called THE VALIEY OF HELL and we fel
;hnt this was an unploasant hint and suggostion concerning our
uture,

"The intelligence which managed to reach me at this last -
place was all depreasing.

"On 4 July, an enemy unit appeared on the other gide of
the valley and fired at us with hoavy automatic Weaponse., At
;:at time I felt we were entirely surrounded and had lost all

PO

"General BAITO was foeling very poorly beecause, for several
dayes he had neilther eaten nor elept well and was overatralned. He
was wearing a long beard and was n pltiful sight,

"That morning that very valley reccived intense bombardment
(I don't know whether it was Naval gunfire or pursuing fire from
artillery, but it was thc second most intense bombardment I hed
been in.) It was so flerce that I thought maybe the cnve where
the headquartors was would be burled. At this time the Staff and
Lt.Gen. S5AITO received shrapnel wounds.

"I felt that the final hour was draving noar,

"Lt.Oen. SAITO called his Chief of Staff and held a secret
conference of his unit commanders. The contents of that conference

-2- SECRET
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woere never rovealed to us but noverthelosa 1t wns undoubtedly
aimed at ing a Tfinal aotion in realiring the ond in true
Japancse fashion. This final dcolsivo action had to bo
gimply one of two cocursgs. First, to romaln as we weroy and starve
to death or secondly, to make & lmet attack and fight to the
finish, Of courso, the Division Commanding Gencral and Chief of
Btaff chose the latter. Howovor, in ordor to carry out the
latter therc were many difficultiss to be enccuntergd. First of
all, to what extent could the eoldicrs be assembled?: Even if

they could be assembled, only a fow could be evpplicd with weapons.
Furthermore, 1t would take two days and two nights to assemble
them and Lesue the orders. Vhercupon, the evening of 6 July or

7 July was declded upon. Having lost the freedom of mancuverabil-
ity there was only one rosd left opon, a last nll out desperate
attack. There was no hope for successe. The final order and
instructions were written up and undoubtedly resultod in the
order to carry out tho forementionsd ceremonial action. The opin-
ion of Vipe Admiral NAGUMO was probmbly reoceived but even though
he was in the vicinity there wese no communicrtion betwecn the two
headquarters. Under these conditions the finnl plan was drawn

up. However, since the fighting on BAIPAN Island was under the
command of SAITO, combining both Army and Navy forces, thle was
quite proper.

"Officer messcngers took a perdod of four days and nights
to disseminatc orders te thoe unit commandcre in various places.

T P ST R

"pftcr issuing the orders, it seemed that the work of head-
quarters was finishod. Everybody put his personal belonglngs in
order. By the kindnees of the headquartere cook a farewell feast
for General SAITO wne prepared for the evening of the bth. How-
over this oonsisted of only sake and canned crab moat.

"Why did they have this last farewell feast? Since Gencral
8AITO, beocauso of his agc and tho oxhausted condition of his body,
would not participate in the attack of the 7th snd had declded to
commit suicide in the cave, it was feted., 10 A.M. 6 July!!l This
time was 8e% by the General himself as the final hour. had to
be up at the front that morning in a linison capacity so I was
unable to witness the final hour.

"I think that it happened in the following manner.

"Cleaning of a spot on the rock himsclf, SAITO sat down.
Faeing the misty EAST saying 'TENNO HEIKA! BANZAI ' (Hurrah for
the Emperor!), he drew his own blood first with his own eword
and then his adjutant shot him in the head with a plstol.

"When I returned to the headquarters from m¥ duties, (10
P.K. 6 July) they had already cremated the General's body. He
had probably eaid 'It makes little differcnce {in this battle)
whether T dle today or tomorrow, so I will die Tirst} T will meoet
my staff in YASUEUNI Shrine!' 3 AJM. 7 July! ;
P, SECRET




"Because the units were confused and mixed as described
previeu from the middle of the night of 7 July, we set out

for MATAN to gather the troops. However, as usual, wWe wore
shelled onroute.

"At 0330, the troops who werc able to gather at MATANSHA,
tho non-ocombatant troops of the headquarters, all togother totalod
barely 600. Many hnd no weapons. Tho total partieipanta I would
estimate at about 1500, mixed Army and Navy !

“The Battle commences !

"Wo hnd only one machine gun but it kept firing bravely,
making night into day ! About the time tho gun was sllcneccd the
whole attack came to an untimely end, fading like the dew on tho
dawn of the 7th.

“? July! This 18 a eignificant day in the war. This wae
the day marking the end of the fighting on SAIPAN; the day when
the brave officers and mcn of the Jepanesc Army followod General
MTﬂ to hiﬂ m,

"I will attack the enomy alone agaln spon and Jjoin my
brave comrades " o ey

I e H
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. R. YANCEY
Et.gal., 6sC,
AC of S, G-2.

27thInfDiv - 5§

Com5thFlt - 1 Army Gerrison Forces - 5§

CTF 56 - 5 24th Corps Arty - 2

CTF 61.- 1 ce - 1

CTF 62 - 1 C8 -1

AdmComFMFPac - 1 Each General and Special Steff
2ndMnrDiv - § S8cetion - 1

4thMnrDiv - & File - 1
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JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
FUTURE OFERATIONS IN THE PACIFIC

liote by the Secretaries

1. At their 152d Meeting, 12 March 1944, the Joint Chiefs
of Staff emended the message to the Commander in Chief,
Foeific Ocean Areas, and the Commander in Chief, Southwest
Facific Area, contained in J.C.S5. 713/2, and directed that it
be dispatched.

2. The message as amended and approved by the Joint Chiefa
of Staff and dispatched to the Commanders indicated ia
circulated herewith.

A. J. McFARLAND,
E. D. GRAVE3, JR.,
Joint Secretardist.



BECRET

FROM: Joint Chiefs of 3taff.

T0: CINCPOA
CINCSOWESPAC

INFO: COMSOPAC

1. With reference to our dispatch of 2 March (4785 to
CINCSWPAC, T29 to COMGENCENPAC) the Joint Chiefs of Staff have
further ;miﬁad that the most feasible appreach to. the FORMOBA-
LUZON-CHINA Area 1s by way of MARIANAS-CAROLINES-FPALAU-MINDARAQ
area, and that the control of the MARIANAS-CAROLINES-FALAU area
ia easential to the projection of our forces into the former
area, and their subsequent effective employment therefrom.
Examination leads us to the declsion that effective lodgment
in the former area will be attained by the following main
courses of action;

8. Cancellation of FOREARM. Complete the isclation of
the RABAUL-KAVIENG area with the minimwem commitment of ferces.
E. Early completion of Manus occupation and development as
an air and fleet base.
&, Occupation of Hollandia by CinC SOWESPAC, target date

15 April 1944, The objective is the establishment of heavy

bombardment aircraft for preliminary air bombardment of the

Palauas end neutralization of wvestern Nev Guinea-Halmahera

ared. =

d. Establish control of Msrianas-Carolines-Palau Ares by

POA forces -

(1) By neutralization of TRUK.

(2) By occupation of the southern Merianas, target
date 15 June., The aobjective is to secure control of sea
communications through the Central Pacific by lsolating and
neutralizing the Carclines and by the establishment of sea
and air bases for operations against Japanese sea routea

and long range air asttacks ageinst the Jeapanese homeland.

.
Regraded Unclas&.%‘fi
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(3) Occupation of the Fnlaus by POA forces, target date
15 September. The objective 1= to extend the control of
the sastern approaches to the Fhilippines and Formoss, and
to establish s fleet and sir base and forward staging area
for the support of operations sgalnst Mindanao, Formoss end

China.
&, Occupation of Mindsnso by SOWESPAC forces, supported by

the Pacific Fleet, target date 15 November. The objective

{s sstnblishment of air forces to reduce end contaln Japanese
forces in the Philippines preparatory to a further advance

to Formosa either directly or vis Luzon, and to conduct ailr
strikes mgeinst enemy instsllstions in the N.E.I.

f. Occupation of Formeoss, terget date 15 February 1945, or
oceeupsation of Luzon should such operntions prove necessary
prior to the move on Formosa, target date 15 Februnry 1945,
Plenning responsibllities ss follows: Formosa - CINCPOA;

Luzon - CINCSOWESPAC.

2. Action sddressess submit to Jolnt Chiefs of Staff and to
aach other at earliest practicable date outline operation plans

to support the foregolng concept.

3. We direct that CINCSWPA:

‘s, Cancel FOREARM operstiom and complete the isolation of
the Robeul-Kavieng ares with the minimum commltment of forcesa.
b. Expedite pecupation snd development of the Admiralties

as r base for -

(1) SWPA air forces to complete the neutrslization of
Rebaul and Kavieng, end assist in the neutrslizatlon of
Truk and Palsu.

(2) POA eir forces to nssist in the neutralization of
Truk and Palau,

(3) Units of the United States Fleet as reguired by the

Joint Chiefs of Staff.

@. Should additional mir base fmellities be requlrﬂd

Emirsu and Muasau should be occupled =nd developod PradggﬂgndaSSMed

purpose. :



(3) Occupation of the Fnlaus by FOA forces, target date
15 September. The objective is to extend the eontrol of
the sestern approaches to the Philippines snd Formoss, and
to establish s fleet and air bese and forvard staging ares
for the support of operations sgainst Mindanao, Formoss end

China.

8. Ogcupation of Mindenac by SOWESFAC forces, supported by
the Pacific Fleet, target date 15 November. The objective
i{s establishment of air forces to reduce snd contaln Japanese
forces in the Philippines preparatory to a further advence
to Formosa either directly or vis Luzon, and to conduct alr
strikes sgeinst enemy installations in the N.E.I.

f. Occupation of Formoss, terget date 15 February 1945, or
pecupation of Lugon should such operatlons prove necessery
prior to the move on Formosa, target date 15 February 1945,
Flenning responaibilities as follows: Formosa - CINCPOA;

Luzon - CINCSCWESFAC.

2. Action sddressees submit to Joint Chiefs of Staff and to

esch other at esrliest practicable date outline operation plans

to support the foregolng concept.

3, We direct that CINCEWPA:
“a. Cancel FOREARM operatlion end completé the isolation of

the Rrbaul-¥Kavieng aree with the minimum commitment of forces.
b. Expedite occupatlon snd development of the Admiralties
as r basg for -
(1) SWPA air forces to complete the neutrslization of
Februl and Kavieng, ond assist in the neutralizatlon of

Truk snd Palau.
{(2) POA eir forces to mssist in the neutralization of

Truk and Palnu.
(3) Units of the United States Fleet ss required by the

Jolnt Chiefs of Staff.
©. Should additional ailr base facllitles bo required,

Emirau snd Musssu should be occupied rnd developed for this

purpose. Regraded Unclassifie f
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d. Ococupy Hollandisa, target date 15 April. Forces avail-
able are those Bsaigned your area plus Pacific Ocean Area
forces allocated for FOREARM-MERCANTILE, excluding those
Marine units assigned for these operations, fast carrier
groups and old battleships. All Pacifiec Fleet APA, AKA, AGC,
allocated for FOREARM-MERCANTILE-ABSTRACT will be returned to
Guadalcanal or other designated S30FAC ports and released to
CINCPOA not later than 5 May.

Papific Fleet combatant vessels including Cardivs 22
and 24 with screens will be released by you and returned to
CINCPOA control not later than 5 May.

€. Follovwing Hollandia, with available forces conduct
operations along New Guinea cosst apnd such other operations
as may be feasible in preparation for support of the Palau
operation and the assault on Mindansao.

4. We direct that CINCFOA:

2. Institute and intensify to greatest practicable degree
aerial bombardment of the Carolines from bases in Marshalls i
and Admiralties in order to hasten the neutralization of
'I‘:*and the other islanda of this group. Conduct carrier
strikes against Marianes, Palaus, Carolines, and other
profitable targets.

b. Provide cover for the occupation of Hollandia and other
operations in the Southwest Pacific Area.

c. ODccupy the Southern Marianas target date 15 June, and
eatablish land-based aircraft, VIR bases end secondary naval
facilities.

d. Oceupy the Marianas-Palau line,

5. We direct that CINCPOA and CINCSWPA or their representatives

confer and prepare plans for the coordinated and mutual support

of the cperations ordered in paragraphs 3 and 4.

€. With reference to the forces of the Southwest Pacific and
Pacific Ocean Areas, & redeployment is now under way and com-

pletion will be expedited. .
Regraded Unclassifie
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ComiscH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET

SEGRLT

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 1IN CHIEF
HAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C

February 16, 1944

Mamorandun for ths Freesident.
Vims Sevel Alls. &
Subject: Eadlo and Press Fredietions of Faclfie Uperations.

Reference: a) Fresident's Hemorendum re subject dated February 1G6th.
b) Memorendum from the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff to Presidesmt.

1.  Reference (b) concerns itself with geouriiy mstters vhich
will be presented to you by Admiral Leahy. It includes measures
(whieh the Joint Chiefe of Staff propose for your consideration)
which are pertinent to the situation deslt with in your memerandus
(referancs (a)).

&. J. KING.

Regraded Unclassified
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THE WHITE HOUSE
"~ WASHINGTON
SECRET Fabruary 15, 1944«
BLMORANDUM FOIix
Coazander in Chief, U.E. Fleeot.

Subjects Hudio end Press Predictions of
Pacific Operations.

l. It bas been brought to my attantlica
that the Columbia Lroadeasting Company at
8100 s.m. this morning snnousoed the heavy
bombing of ENIWETOK aud precicted an early
lending and scoupation theres

Z2¢ I would be Lluteresisd Lo know how
you end Admiral Nimits vies such conjecture
by redio snnouwicers who have grester opportunity
to forn an opiricn by obpervation and conver=
sation then has the eneny,

3. Do you tadnk eny ection should be

taken by me or by Nimitz te govern for the
futurs?

Fo Do Re

Regraded Unclassified
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THE PRESIDENT.

The early and unexpected success in the Marshall Iglends
has made it poseible to epeed up the tempo of the whole Centrsl
Pagific campaipgn.

Numerous exchenges of messages end formulation of plens
are at present in progress with the highlights as followss

() It is proposed to carry out a carrier strike
on THUK as poon as possible. Three of the
four Carrler Groups as organised for the
MARSHALLE will approach TRUE from the North—
eastward with the fourth group covering from
the Westward of ENIWNETOK. Admiral Helsey is
furnishing photo reconnaispance as scon es
possible. Fuel and ammunition sre appareatly
available at KWAJOLEIN.

(b) It is further proposed to proceed immediately
with the capture end occupation of ENINETOK
utilising the’ forces which have been sllocated

for the capture of MAJURD plus the Corps
reserve which was not used &t all. FRear
Admiral Hill would be in command of this
Attack Group.

(e) It may be necessary to interchenge the order
in which the two operations mentioned above
will be undertaken but the strike on TRUEK 1is
desired prior to the capture of ENIWETOK in
the fear that the latter operstion may ceuse
surface units to evacuats from THUK.

(d) It appears that carrying out these two operations
at the present time may delay the scheduled
Operations in the NEN GUINEA-SEW IRELAND AREA,
the target date for which is April lst. The
Joint Chiefs of Staff have granted permission

for this slight delay if it Proves necessary.

It appesars more than ever that the MARSHALLS operation is
most gratifying to all concerned.

Very respectfully,
CHESTER C. WOOD,
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m.mm4rﬁ'3(') UNITED STATES FLEET
00732

SECRET

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
KAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

Augnst 13, 1942

MEMORAYDUY FOR THE PEESIDENT - Vie Admiral Leahy.

Reinforcements to the Paclfic.

The reported loss of 3 of our CA's in the TULAGI area

plus indicetione that the enemy are massing forces for strong action
in the general ares of EABAUL, with the probable intemtlon of driving
us out of the TULAGI ares, have impelled the following changes in
disposition of U.5. Naval forcesi

SOUTHE DAXOTA plus 3 DD's to transit Cenal about Aug. 20th.

WASHINGTON, when ready (after test firing of main turrets
following repaire thereto) plus 3 DD's to transit Cansl
gbout Aug. J0th.

JUMEAT to join SOUTH DAKOTA detachment 1f time allows,
otherwise to join WASHINGTCN detachment.

WICHEITA gnd 2 ID'e to sail for U.K. to U.S5. us soon as may
be, TUSCALOOSA and 2 DD's to come home upon completion of
British-mssigned task invelving trip to KOLA INLET, These
two ships will be made ready for possible transfer to Poecific.

¥.B. - The arrangement was that the above ships (Task Force
§9) were to continue at disposel of British CinC Home
Tleet until August Convoy to MALTA had Dbeen run,
i. a8, - until about the middle of August.

MASSACHUSETTS reported for duty July 28th - is now

phalking down - estimated ready for service end of September. INDIANA
reports for duty Sept. lst - estimated date of completi
repdy for service - November lst.

of shalcedown -

Adm, Leahy
Yice OHO —
Staff Oire. Mo | Ay
Desk Copy
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AUG 8 1942

r in Chief, United States Pucific Fleet.
in Bh.‘l‘.lrf TUnited States Fleet.

} of MIDWAY, Second Supplementary Report.

_M?uv rr12-1u;316-3 Ser.0B67
¥ _ 1 July 1942

of Comsubpac ?Flz-lﬂf Al6«3 Ser.0737
-;hm 28 June 1942,

_mm (A) completes the reports of Task Force
, Battle of Midway. Enclosure (B) contuins
C Submerines, Pacific Fleet, on extracts
r pertaining to the lildway action. The Diaries
e been submitted separately.

m forces should have destroyed many enemy ships

£ gause for their not dolng so was TAHRCR's
of ocontuct along with her overcautious maneuvers
! h_ﬂn‘l she was in sight of Japenese vessels west of
inning 0215 5 June (Plus 12). The T.JHCK passed up &an
-ww to torpedo enemy wer slilps. Far wider in
. was her failure to report course and speed of
liahm and to give amplifying reports of imﬂn;,* move-
the contact report was received of "many unidentified
ﬁ ‘9!11!! from MIDWAY, the assumption by Task Force
ars and this Commend was that the landing wae belng attempted.
ult, submarines were retired toward LLIDiAY and Task Force
i mlﬂ the Island to oppose the landing. Soth of these d
L ruum chances for attack on fleeing enemy shlps durlng .

Tl 8 Sl 1\ e 0 ey U

o i e

3. ™o nthur submapines had opportunities that wmight 4
mﬂtlﬁ in damage to enemy ships had they been pursued as )

' ly as the NAUTILUS did her contact. Above everything else, ;
i t mm is an offensive weapon thut must be employed nggressively

e

/
Regraded Unclassified
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REFER TO NO.

FF12-10/A16-3
Serial 0867

o The Oommndes-in-OMer, Dios BN
Subject: Battle of Midway - Subuarines M
Refarence: (a) U.S, Nevy Regulations, 192
Enclosures: Position of sulmsrines at |

B Fosition of submarines at ¢
, Position of submarines
D rc-sitiun of submarines 4;

Mdway at daylicht, Juo

il‘ I'naitinn of suimarines _

F) Position of submarines in iu
of Midway at daylight, Ju

) Subriarines were organized
the Battle of Midway as follows: .

(«) Task Group G
.1.1 CAGRALOT 7

7
7.1.2 FLYDIG FISH

;;1.3 TAIE0R - -
7

7

-f-

1l
HAUTILUS T;l-li‘.
(b) Tesk Group G 7.2:

(o) T [} -

R

Regraded ncfase




Care of Fleet FPost Office,
8an Franclisco, California,

8E-C-R-E1 31 UL 1942

Subjeot: Battle of F.idn}r = Bubmerines report of.

In addition to the above, the GREENLING, DRUM, POLLACK, TUMA,
POMPANO and PCRPOISE, enrcute Pearl fromn ]:..at.rc-l stutions, were
ied informetlion on the estlimated locatlon of Jupuhne units
ordered to attempt to intercejt these units cs they re-
treated. Patrol stations ordered for Task Groups G 7.1, G 7.2
and G 7.3 at daylight, June L, are shown on snclosure (.i).

2. The subnarines assizned to Task Groups G 7.1,
G 7.2 and @ 7.3 departed from Pearl Harbor snd stations they
hafl been patrelling at verious times. All submorines were on
atation by the morning of Junme 3.

3. Task Group G- 7.1 was ordered to patrol a line
parpendicular to the median of thelr assiined sesctors, except
for ths OCACHALOT, FLYING FISH end CUTTLEFISH which were to
coniuct atation patrol. Tesk CGoup 6 7.1 was ordersd to con-
dust periscope patrol during daylight and be ready to surface
and chase the enemy upon receipt of contact report. Task Group
G 7.2 was ordered to conduet sulmerged station petrol and nove
the line or chase the enemy when ordered. Task Group G 7.3
was ordered to comduot station sutperged petrol and to wove the
line or chase the enemy when ordered. All sréups were ordered
to dlsregard stetion bounderies when in contect with the eneny.
Tesk Group G 7.1 was inforued that no U.S. surface forces, ex-
cept PT boets, would operate west of Mldway priocr to enewny
contect.

[ On June 1, notified Tusk Groun G 7.1 that our
own forces, ineluding carriers, might operate westward of
maridian of Midwey. Previous orders were modified ss follows
on verbal request of the Commander-in-Chief, 7.2, Pacific Floet:
subnarines of Task Group G 7.1, less CACHALCT end ¥1LYLG FISH,
weare dlrected to operate within circle of 20 milss of nid-point ‘
of thelr sector chord; also, subtmarines were informisd they would
be notified by the ﬂmmdar-in—c‘ﬁef U.3. Pacifie Fleet, if
1t was desired for them to leawve their mssirn-d stetlons and
43 ISE was ordered to cortlnue submerged patrel on uwl_nad
statlion. i

5. On the night of June 3, sernt information bulle=-
tin to all submerines reporting Japanese attack on D- tch Harbor
anrd the sighting of a large Jepanese force 700 miles west of
Midway.

T Regraded UncIaSS|f|ed
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REFER TO HO. ]
FF12-10/416-3 Te

Serial 0867 SUBMARINES, PACIFIC FLEET
Care of Fleet Poast Office,
San Francisco, California,

8Z-C-3-21 31 JUL1942
Sub Jeot s Battle of !dway - Subnarines report of,
G At 0700 WW,. June 4, recelved messace from

CUTTLEFISH statls; that she wes tralliug a tanker bearing
2609T, distance 650 miles from Midwmy. At 0715 ordered
OTTLEFISH to contiiue trailing. At 0750 inforned ™A, en=
route Pearl from patrol Stutlon off the Empire, thut sunamy

subuerlne tender was reportsd serviein: sulmarinss 700 miles
west of lMidvay. ;

7 At 0940 V7, June 4, notifisd all sucuerines
of the sighting of the eneny nain body northwest of lidway and
gave them the position, course and speed of the enemy. Direoted
all submarin:s of Task Group G 7.1, less*CACHALCT, FLYLG FISH
and CUTTLNFISH to close the enemy,

8, at 1900 VI, June 4, recelved a report from the
IAUTILUS thet she had msde three torpedo hits on a SORYU type
oarrisr at 0200 GOT, June 5§, which was left sinking, and that
she had been depth charged 0y erulsers, hut not damaged., At
2100 ordered .UTILUS to investigate  burnih; ship reported
bearing 320°T, distunce 170 miles from lidway .

9. alftsr consultation with the Comnander-in-Chierl,
U.3. Papific Fleet, and believiig that a landing attewpt by
the forges prauaadinc; toward Nidway frow the west was still
possille, subnuarinés were ordered to fors op the 100 mile circle
irom Midway by dawn, June 5. DPositions are shown as snoclosure
(B). In addition, Task Group G 7.2 was ordered o procesd west
at best speed uutil furthor orders.

10. During the evening of June 4, the FULTON was
ordered to proceed to the rescue of survivors of demaged surface
;;gsa%l;. The I'ULTCH departsd Subiariue Base, Fearl Harbor, at

7 .

i 6 At 0630 VW, June 5, received a report from the
TAYBOR of wany unidentified surfece ships si:hted at 1417 GCT
in position Latituie 28-23 I, Longitude 179-05 W. A4after con=-
sultation with the Comnander-in-Chief, U.3. Faeific Fleet, end
believing tlhet sowe of the enemy forces were still attempting
to get in position to meke a landing om Midway, at 0845 directed
Tesk Group G 7.1 to a rudius of 5 miles from Mldway, remaining
in present assigned sectors. .t ﬁ?‘ou another dlspatch from'

-3 -

-
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rial OEGT SUBMARINES, PACIFIC FLEET
Care of Fleet Tost Orflice,
San Fraucisco, California,
§-E-0-D-E~ 111 1049
8 of X ilvay = BSubmarines report of.

SJE0R reportsd two MCGW T orulsers, da.sged, proceeding west °
at 17 kuots froz position 27207., 115 nilss from Mdwey. Later,
at 1153, ordered Task Group 7.2 to proceed to stations on 12
mile circle from Mldway vias points 100 wmiles north of Midway in
assigned sectors. At 1159 ordered Task Sroup G 7.1 to toke
station on 12 wile olrele from Midway.

12. At 1320 notified Tesk Group G 7.1 that Task
Force 8ixteen wizht eross subuarine arees pursuing Orange Units.
at 1412 notiried both Task Group G 7.1 =nd G 7.2 to be ocareful
a0t to attack units of Task Porce 3ixteen and Seventeen.

13. Haviiug received raport of a dauaged eneny BB
clreling in position 264°T., distance 125 niles from Midway,
at 1L54 ordered T.)E(R, TROUT and GRAYLING to procesed to that
position and sink it - TAISB0R rive wuiles south and GRAYLING

five miles north of position in2icated.

14, Since the locations and Intentions of the enemy
were not yet clear and the possibility existed of a raiding
force proceeding toward Oshu, at 1517 ordered Task Group G 7.3
to teke station on 250 nile circle northwest of Oahu in loca~-

tions shown on enclosure (C).
15, At 2031 GROUPER, FLYING FISH and GUDGCECN were
0°T., distence 200 miles from ]
i

ordered to positims heu‘irxi
Midway, shown on enclosure (C), to search for two BB, 3 CA,
about 10 DD and 2 burning CV reported in thet positiom, At

the sane time, ordered reamainder of Task Group G 7.1 and Task
Group G 7.2 to teke stetion on 12 mile circle from Midway in
positions shown on enclosure (D). CUTTLEFISH ordered to search

for stragglers in present position.

16. At 0715 W, July 6, ordered TALEOR, TROUT and
GRAYLING to continue west in search of the enemy. At 0755
informed all submerines thet fuel was avallable at Midway.

At 0756 TRIGGER reported being asground in Bastern reef, Midway.
At 0925 TRIGGER reported belng afloat with no apparent damage and
roceeding to assigned station. At 10L4 ordered FLYING FISH,

g:ctm and NUDGECN to keep polng on prescribed route another
300 miles. At 1125 directed Task Group G 7.3 to return Pearl.

SRR Y
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Serial 0867 SUBMARINES, P. FLEET

Care of Tleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Califcrnia,

8-%-0-R-2-1 21 JUL1942
Subject: Battle of Midway - Subuarines report of.

S me W G W A W S A o R W = .

At 1135 ordered GATO, GR®ILDIER and Y R"TL to return Pearl,

At 1343 cancelled previous instructicns direoting Task Group

G 7.3 to return Pearl. 4t 1400 inforuwed CUTTLYFISH thet two
enemy CA snd cne DD were in position Lat. 28-55 N., Loug

175-11 B., course 215, speed 15. At 1427 dlrected T.2T0OR,
TROUT and GRAYLING to intercept scme unit and iuforred tlew
that CUPTLEFISH was attempting to intercept them. At 1525
directed CUTTLEFISH to proceed Pcarl if no contact made prior
to derk. At 1550 directed FLYIL'C FISH, GIOUPER und CUDGEOI to
retire toward Midway if no contect .zde before derk. .t 2115
inforried PORPOISE and COEZNLING thet two encizy DD and two CA
were in Latitude 28-55 N., Longitude 175-11 B., speed 15, course
215T. and directed them to intercept the cnemy. at 2130 direc-
ted TAMBOR, #uUUT and GR.YLIC to.continue search; directsd
FLYDNG FISH, CLOUFER and OUDGTON to continue on courses 310°T.,
30097, and 321:“1'., respectively, and as a precaution s alust a
landing attempt by a 3well unlocated unit, direet-d rewalnder of
Task Group G 7.1 to forw on'25 uile cirele frow Midway in posi-

tions shown on enclosure (F).

17 at 0130 VW, June 7, directed CUTILEFISH to pro-
oeed end sink epparsntly abandoned 33 in Letijude 28-55 I.,
Longitude 173-08 B, At 0155 received report frow GRAYLIIG
that she hud been bombed by three fortresses out of a group of
twelve in Latitude 27-35 ll., Longitude 174-3E8 E. at 0440 GCT,
June 7; no dansge received from neer misses. About this same
tise received report that Jrmy lortresses had Loibed an snemy
eruiser whiech senk in fifteen seconds. A later check of times
and positions indicated the two reports concerned the seme in-
cident, At 0300 GIOUFER reported closins burnin- carrisrs on
June 4, but not able to attuck; bombed Dy planes and IIIXT
class destroyer for 12 howurs; one eir bank leaklng; fired two
circular torpedoes, one explosion, nmo more depth charges; on
June 5 lost depth contrel and went to 600 feet, no gpparent
dama e on later dive to 200 feet; Tired torpedo at perliscope
at 2035 20T, June 6, no hit, Approximate positiocns of sub-
merines at deylight, June 7, are shown on snclosure (%). at
1200 ordered TIA to return Pearl, seerahing for 3B that CUTTLE-
FISH was also attenpting to locate. At 1430 directed TROUT to

,'Erouud east throu:h Latitude 29-00 N,, Longitude 168-E.,
PTATOR on track 20 miles north and GRAYLING cn track 30 uiles

-

south. At 1435 directed DIUN to proceed Pearl. At 1440
- § -
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g:.;'tl;r !'i.uut ?gatiﬁfrit;:,
A ancisco, California,
S-E-C-R-E-T 31 JUL1942
Sub Jeot s

Battle of Midway - Submarines report of,
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m&-!nﬁ Group G 7.3 to proceed Pearl. At 1555 ordered
ad o Yo proceed Pearl. At 1649 notified FLYDNG FISH, GROUPER,
sy GEON that Commander-insChief, Japanese First Air Fleet,
1520 unknown ship, Latitude 35 N., Longltude 172-25 BE. At
lid ordered CACHALOT, NAUTILUS, DOLFHIN end PLUNGER to enter
¢ Way and prepare for patrol. At 2125 TAIBOR reported: green
lares 263°T,, 4,60 miles from Midway between 1300 and 1430 GOT,
June 7; sighted unidentified flyboat (not Catalina) at 1735 GCT,
262°T., 530 miles from Midway; alghted orulser scout plane 264L°T.,
245 miles from Midway at 1830 GCT; attacked by aireraft at 1920
GOT, 14 miles further west. At 2130 CUTTLEFISH reported bein
bombed by plane with Jepenese markings, 0100 GCT, June 8, 270°T.,
miles from Midway. At 2131 ordered CUTTLEFISH to continue
Search in morning for abandoned B3 and if not located to return
Pearl. At 2330 ordered FLYI'G TFISH and GROUPER to return Midway
end prepere for patrol; ordered GUDCWON to return to Pearl.

18. At 1532 VW, June 8, FULTON moored at Berth 8<12,
Subnarine Base, Psarl Harbor, brincing to port 2025 survivors
of surface ships engaged in battle of Midway. At 2345 VW, June
8, directed TROUT und TUNa to pass through larze arees covered
with wreckage reported at Latitude 28-52 N., Longitude 173-1€ RE.,
and to pick up and bring to Pearl any material that would iden-
tify aship or furnish other informationm.

19. At 0200 VW, June 9, received report from TUNA
of large amount of oil four miles wide from 16 miles west to &
miles east of point she was directed to pass through. At 0820
Vi, June 9, informed GR.YLING of an enemy unit in Latitude
28-00 N., Longlitude 170-40 E, on June 6, southerly course,
speed four knots and directed her to investigate. At O0SLE VW,
June 9, directed GRENLING end PORPOISE to proceed Pearl. At
1100 received messace of pralse and arpreciation of sub arine
services during Midway engagensnt from the Commander-in-Chief,
U.8., Pacific Fleet. Ab 2246 directed TAXTOR, TROUT and GRAYLING
to proceed Pearl. At 2330 TROUT reported ssarch of area resulted
in two Japanese prisoners suffering frouw four days exposure,
pleces of ship'e boat, one swab and sample of oll sludge.

20, At 0030 VW, June 10, TUNA reported three red
flares in Latitude 28-55 N., Lougitude 175-06 E.
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erm and orders to submarines werse
f, U.8. Paciric Fleet, for infor-

The success of the submarines in this engage-
r T on adeguate and relisble comrmunicatlons.
 Bul s were directed to stend continuous watch on 26.1 kes.
from NPM, using the submerged loop when conducting periscope
., The Aistances involved nade reception by this means
~ most unreliable. Nearly all submarines used thelr periscope
. antennae whem possible end were thus able to recelve nesrly
-3 all messages immediately. All importent messages were rerun
. = on the night schedulss of NPM. To control such a lerge number
T of submerines, many of which require speciel orders, a separcte
transmitter under the exclusive control of this comuiend would
ey be invaluable. One ¢ommunication difficulty experiecuced was
¥, ~ ocaused by the fact thal some subnarines were eguipped with C3P
' 889 while others had only strip ciphers, requiring the para-
ing and separate enciphering of neny messaces. General
ormation messages were usually long and had to be encliphered
using a strip cipher available to ell submerines;

23. The subnarine is primarily an offensive weapon
and should usually be employed omnly on offensive nissicns. This
particuler engagement, where the known objectlve covered a very
suall area, represents a perticular cese where subuerinos pay
be employed efficlently es a defensive wespon. It is belleved
that the subncrines would heve glven a very good account of
themselves if a lending hed been attempted. Subrarines are
under a greet handicap when chasing demaged cnemy units within
the range of our own alrcraft since 1t 1s often neceasary for -
them to submerge to avoid atteck, thus greatly reducing their

mobllity.

24 . There were no personnel casueltics in the sub-
marine force durlng ths ensagement.

25. ¥aterizl cesuslties were very uinor, LOSLLY i
from bomb end depth attack, except ror suwll soount of unler- '
water damage received by T.ICGER on groundlng.
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Battle of Midway = Sum.erines report of.

The Oorsending Officer of the NAUTILUS haas

been recommended for the award of' the Navy Cross.

All Zewbers of my staff under wy personal
observation carried out' their duties in & most creditable
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To 3 Submarines, Pacific Fleet. .
Sublect: Battle'of Midway - Sxtracts frou iar Diaries.
Xe The following extracts from verious war dlartes— —

covering the period of the Battle of Midway, with cowients by
the Type Commender, are forwarded for inforuation «ud guidence:

(a) "Sighted large lieavy tops of two vessels bearing 020° 7.
On course 2500 T., turned to norwal approach course and
atudied them. Appesrance indicated two Japanase BB'a
similar to HARUNA with heavy forward tower, one stack
c¢lose behind and stick mast aft. Dove to attack at

full speed. = - = - - -

Under the circumstances i

uissed ouwt on an attack
in the wmoonlight before

= = Closed on nogial approach

course for L5 minutes, did not sight targets again."

m;ga by Type Commander:

it is considered that this

‘sutmarine should have developed the contact further
while still on the surface, .

(b) Having conducted a chase on a heavily laden tani:r and

because the subrarine was sighted
obtaining an attack position, sub-

‘marine reported "Startod chase all over again but was
forced to dive by approaching daylizht before we could

attack. Sent contact ro

merged, changing course
and main body."

port and coumsnced trailing sub-
to.north to remain between tanker

Comuents by Type Commender:

Trailing submerged a shi
this tanker is considere

P with the probable speed of
d to be futile, especially since

there was no enemy activity indicated at this point. A

valueble vessel such as

this, upon which thg future opora=

tions of the wain body must depend so much, should have

besn kept in sight Well as possible by truiling on the
surface, if no oppﬂ'ﬂﬁrf?_m—mm—a‘bcurred, and further
contact reports should have becn sent in order thet planeca

could be directed to the

; \ cur) : [knip

tanker for her destruction.
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(e) "Encounter With Je se CAs and DDs.

A n position . uilcs from }ID'AY on course
185 T speed 18.5 knots, weathor clear, sea calm, sighted
the loom of fow large ships on the horizon distributed

across our bow. Estiuated renge 3 miles. Estinated angle
on tiw bow L5 port,

“Ignorant of the location and axuct camposition of our own
surface forces and farewarncd toet they misht cross the
Subotrine area during the night, we turned to starboard
(at 0217) to shadow those ships from the westward (it
being Jjust after moonrise) end try to idontify’them by
silhouette. ‘'hile turning three other ships were sighted
to the southwestward with suall ungle on the bow. Ve put
these asturn of us, steadying on course 030 T. We main-
taincd spocd 18 knots. THey drew slowly to starboard.

At 0229, having lost contact, we changed course to the
ieft to 270 T, and at 0234 again to the left to 180 T. Re-
gained contact at U238, the ships bearing southwestward
end heeding northwaerd. Chznged course to 000 T to parallel
them. At 0251 thoy altered course to the left end we came
left with them to 310 T., and secwen minutes later to 270 T.,
trying to gct them in the moonstresam, At 0306 lost con-
tect end coue loft to 250 T. Regaincd contect at 0311,
with the ships in south cdge of the moonstream, to the
castward on a northwesterly course. 'lo paralled them on
course 310 T. then but lost contact shortly afterward. At
0319 began sltoring coursc to the southward to regain con-
toact end at 0325 stoadicd on course 200° T, At 0342 re-
gained contact with two ships, apparently maneuvering on
southerly coursus, bearing still to the castward. Changed

course to 235 T., trying to gain bearing to the southward
before daybroak,

"We were still uneccrt.in es to whothor or not the ships
were cneny. We Judpod that those in sizht were destroyers
and that those first contacted wers lergor siaips, probably

heavy cruisers. e estimmted that these latter were beyond
the destroyers to the castward now.

*

1 - .
h—n—_-—-—. e cCgIAdEd UniClasst

P
Ll




- o -
- R E B W O B S W B O B o S S @ S @ W o

T ey

FF12-10/A16-3 SUBMARINES, PACII'IC FLIET Ee
a1 0 ;  Care of Fleet Post Office

2 San Prencisco, California,

COLFLD NTIaL \ June 28, 1942.

Subject: Battle of Midway - Extrects from War Diuriu::

(e) (continued)

"o had tranamitted a radio report of the contact with
'meny unidentified ships', giving thoir position, and
received a receipt from [IDVAY for it at 0306 but if
anyone knew from thet ropart that the ships could not
be units of our own surface forces ho did not give us
inforuation,

"At 0412, with visibility recge incrcasing es dawn a
proached, ihe enemy churacter of the ships was definite-
ly estzblished when the neoer one turnsd to head dirsctly
for us, challenging 'XJ' by flashing light. Vi submerged
imediately eand risged for depth charge atteck. Estima-
ted range at tiue of civing was 4LOOO yards.

"At O4L37 having been unable to detoct propeller nolses
by sound, uade a periscopc cxposure and sighted two
MO0CGALI cruisers. The necr one bore 109 T. distant 9000
yards and the far cne 105 T, distant 13,000 yards. The
far cruiser was on course about 265 T,, the near ono on
about 235 T. Each ship was doing a grect dcal of sig~-
nalling with e brilliant all-dircctional blinker light
at the forouast- .

"This latter fect indiceted (a) that the contact at 0342
wes not with destroyers but with two of the 'large ships!
sighted at 0215, (b) that their largzer silhouettos had
causod us to undcrestimete their distonce when 'challonged!,
(e) that wo had not boen challenged at all, nor sighted, !
but that (d) inatead the two ships had begun using the
wll-directionel light for maneuvecring signals shortly
before daybreak end (o) thdt they had beoon mencuvering

at considersble distance to the castward of us while wo
wero awaiting dopth charge attack.

"Even so, wo were in fair initial position for an attack
on the far crulser provided he held his course, as we
were less than 6000 yards from his track. He apparently
followed the other cruiser on a Jog to the southwestward,
howsvor, for at .O45B, after we hud bocn running at full
speed for twenty minutes on course 200 T., the distonce
to his trock had opened to B00O yards und his angle on

- ;?
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(e) (eontinucd)

the bow incrcascd to 60 sterboard. Both cruisers then
were on course about 270 T. During the next twenty min-
utes more signalling cnd wancuvering cnsucd and at 0504,
Just after a periscopc obsurvation, we heard the sound of
a distant explosion. 1/ith rencwcd hope wo again Lado a
long run at full speed but at 0516 thcre woas no lmprove=-
ment in the situation,

"It was notud beforoc the explosion that the trailing
cruiser h.d about forty fect of her bow uissing. Her
speed by plot was 17 knots,

"At last observation, 0602, both ships were heading west,
distent adout 20,000 yards. At 0617 obtained receipt
from both 1IDAY and HCIOLULU for our contact report of
*Iwo MOGA!I Cruisers' giving their course, speed, end
position.™

Comment s by Type Comncndsr:

This submarine was in contect with a consideraple sized
enemy force for a total of about four hours, two hours

of vhich the subuerine was attsupting to identify the
Torces by silhouctte inesuweh as our own forces wore be-
licved to bas opereting to tho wostward of kidway znd the
position of our own forces was not known to the sub.aiinoc.
tATter failing to recognizo the vesscls by silhoustte in
the early stages, the force should hove becn closcd and
attack position obtained and reocognition sigmuls cuployed.
The contact report "meny unidentificd sihips™ was rccoived
h{ Tesk Force Commmnder. This contact report of unidenti-
Tied ships gave no coursc cnd conclusion was roached that
a landing on Midway was being attempted. Submarines wore
therefaro ordercd to close in on Midway. As a matter of
faet, ecnemy hcading was northerly and the faliure to
report it most unfortunate. It was assumcd that overy
mecans of identifying the ships whilc in contaect had beeon
employed and thet the submarinc was no longer in contact
with thege ships. at this time, the Task Forece Commnder
was also uncertein of the pusit.fon of our surface foroes,
and, therefore, could not aid the submarine, which was in
contact with the ships, to identify them. At 0412, when

_k_ -
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(e) (eontinued)
‘ cncmy character was finally csteblished and when cne of

tho ships had turncd towards submarine, an excellent

' opportunity was prescnted to inflict damge on the wnemy
by remaining at periscope depth and .aneuvering for ettack,
but instead the submarine went to dee sulmorgence and
"riggsd for depth cherge attuck™. Subuirinc should have
attacked on surface or should have made every effort to
Pick up terget throufh periscope end sound after subucr-
goncoc. The opportunity was too groat for loss than posi-
tive and eggrcssive action. It wust be iupressed on all
subuarine personnel that the chance %o inflict damage on
énemy combatant ships comes very infrequently to a sub-
marine and thet the summarine must take a calculeated risk
in proportion to the damage which might bo inflicted on
the enemy. In passing, the Type Commander wishcs to point
out that even if the sumiarine's main objective is ovading
an atteck, which it should secldom bo, coming to periscope

depth to observe the cnemy may well bc the best mothod of

dutns this. a.s it turned out in this case, no attack was

:liﬁa :n the submerine amd the chance of a lifetime was

‘missed.

e H|
@ | *®
- FF12-10/416-3 SUBWARINES, PACIFI0 FLIDT Ee

(d) (1) Subuerine reportcd haeving received contact report from
Coumandcr Tesk Forece Scven of two cerrlers -nd main body
in which it was dircetod that sll vessels of Task Group
7.1 go after them. Suoncring was suomerged at this time

" end reported "Changed course to 240, speed six knots".

Commecnts by Type Commender:

Submerine was in a position to closec on the surface, but
apparently elected to rewain subuerged.

(2) "Sighted a number of planes on the horizon bearing
310° T. The distance was too great to tell much about
them, out they appeared to be taking off from a carrier.”

Comments by Type Comrander:

In view of the previous contact report, subuarine should
have immediately surfaced and proceeded towards the susg-
pected carrier.
-5- ,l‘lr:'
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(3) "Sighted a type "O" figiter diving into the periscope
window. Pulled down the periscope and ordered 140 feet.
This order was followed by a long burst of wachine gun

and cannon fire thet seered to be hitting the bridge
structure,"

Cowents by Type Coummander:

It is doubted that .achine gun and cannon fire can hit
the bridge structure even at high periscope depth. -

(4) "Increased depth to 200 feet as it seeued the planes
were able to ses us at 140 feet."

Comuents by T'EE Comnpnder:

Ixhaustive tests in the Hawalian Area under ideal con=-
ditions, with a subrniarine painted the color of this sub-
merine, bave indicated thet a subsarine completely fades
out below 120 feet. ¥

{5) "Nothing heard all morning on listening equipment.
Came to periscope depth end sichted two large clouds of
suoke that appeared to be burning ships bearing 311° T.,
distance acout 10 to 12 miles. Changed course to 3119 T.
to close and sink burning ships." An hour and a helfl
later, "Changed course to 2909 T, thinking we might have
underestimatod the ranse to the Wuming ships a

g " ipight sink on top of us. Did not come to perificope depth
\ as we aid not desire to attract any more aireraft bombs."
Comrants by Type Commender:

A statement such as this, in the midst of an all out en=
gAgeuent, clearly shows the mental attitude of the com-
«and ing; officer. The abandonment of an attack through
fear the target would sink on top of him is inconceivable.
During the worning end early afternoon, he reported a tot-
al of over 100 "heavy explosions", many of them "close
aboard” and during the course of the entire day, approxi-
mately 200 such explosions were reported, subnarine being
at deep subieraence practically the whole tiie, yet at the

- -
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(a) (5) (continued)

end of the day, even after a depth charge attack, he re-

ported "No glass was broken end no apparcnt internal or

externel damage resulted from the attack". It is incon=-

ceivable that so many bor.os would have been expcnded on

a subnarine at deep subiprgencc end it ig felt thit most

of the explosions heard were boubs being dropped upon

the burning carriers by own forcos. Periscope observa-

tions were necessary to develop the important contacts

end would have done much towards glarifying the whole
i

situation.

(6) "Lookout sighted periscope on port beam distance
.apout 2 miles. 0.0.D. turned nard right to place the
periscope astern. One torpedo in the after room-was
uade ready. Depth setting 45 feet and slow spoed set-
ting for a long ranice run. The propellers were stopped
as rango was rapidly increasing and the C.0. and 0.0.D.
had not yot sighted the periscope.”

"C,0, and 0.0.D. sighted the periscope.”

"Fired onc torpedo, leced 6 degrees, rance 600C yards.
Hot, straight and norzal. Increased speed to 17 knots.
Periscope dropped.”

"No explosion notliced."

Comments by Type Commander:

No attoupt was made at recosnition bofore firing, al-
though the commanding officer was well aware that a
great number of his own friendly subi.erines hed becn
chasing sbout in that area and might have been forced
down by some plane. It is considered that this was a
gerious error in judgrent to have fired at the submerged

submarine.

(e) "0755. Tops of masts appeared dead ahead. ' hile uaking
this observetion, was strafed by aircraft. Changed depth
to 100 fcet. Icho ranging was first hcard at this tiwe.

"0800, Sighted a formetion of four ships. One battle-
ship of ISE class end onc cruiser drow toward the star-
board bow, two other cruisers toward the port bow. De-
cided to attack the battlebhip ani changed course to draw

/7
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{e) (continued)

ahead., Sighted cnd bombed by plane. A cruiser of the
JilT5U class approuched to attack with depth charges.
«t lecast two ships worc ocho ranzging on the .

"0810, JINTSU class eruiser dropped pattern of 5 depth
charges followed seven minutes later by a pattern of 6
depth chargzes.

"0B19, 'leat to 90 foet to aveid scouting planes. Nine
depth charges dropred at distance of about 1000 yards.

'men attack ceascd, planed up to periscope depth to ob-
Serva,

"0824. The pleture presented on reising the pesriscope
was one never experisnced in, peaceti..e practices. Ships
were on all sides woving across the field at high specd
ard circling eway to avoid tle sumuarine's position.
Ranges were above 3000 yards. The JINTSU class cruiser
hed passed over and was now astern. The battleship was
on our port bow &nd fliing her whole starboard broadslide
battery et the periscope. Flaug holsts were being made;
searchlights were trained at the perisccpe. The exact
position of the ay have bucn known by the crnemy
at this tice becaudse ;9 deck torpedo was running hot in

. the tube as & result of the shauaring of the torpedo
retailaing pin during vthe depth charging. Periscope os-
timate was wade on the battieship and put on the Torpedo
Data Computer. -Range vstimated as 4,500 yards, angle on
the bow B0® starboard, speed 25 Lnots.

"0825. Fired /1 tube at battlcship followed by 2 tube
with a 19 right offset. after firing 2 it was found
that ‘1 had not fired. Battleship chunged course to the
lcft and headed directly away. Range to battleship had
now increased to 5,000 yards end track was 1809, Held
furthor fire, During this time echo renging by surface
ships was continuous and aocurate. Imwediately after
our firing et the battleship, the JINISU type cruiser
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(e) (continued)

"0830. ‘/ent to 150 feet. Depth chaerge attack ocgen. No
damage. During depth chuginaptthin day a sihort shrill
@ was heard the supersonic recciver an instant
distant depth cherses exploded. Closc cherges
sounded like a sovere heammer olow on the hull and were
not preceded by the wiistle.

"0846. Ordered periscope deyth., Battleship and other
accompanying ships, excejt JILTSU type cruiscr, wore well
out of ran.e. Echo ranging by cruiser wes still accurate.

"0900. Raiged periscope and sightied aireraft carrier

bearing 013° relative., Carrier was distant 16,000 yards

and was chan.ing course continuously. - She did not appear

to be danaged, but wes overhun; by enti-aircraft bursts.

— W05 O 8 cOnVer:zing cowrse. " hile waking this ob-

servation the JINTSU type cruiscr began to close azain et
speed, - _

"0910. ‘When eruiser recached 2,500 yards fircd 2 torpedo
tube. Cruiser was obscrved to chan.s course.

"0918. A cruiser attacked with & depth charges. These
Were wore accurately placed than previous charges. Went
to 200 feet, used evesive tactics at slow speed, Lut con-
tinued advence tb close the carricr. Cruiser concinued
ﬂihﬂ ranging end at 0933 two of hor devth chargss l-caded
close,

"0955. Icho renging cuased. Ordered peyiscope depth
to estinete the situction., On looking found that the
entire for.~tion first scen, including thc attacking
crulsers hod departed. The carricr proviously scen was
-0 longer in sight.

"1029. Sew 3 wests on the jiorizon bearing 0050 T, dis-
tancte 10 miles. Chanzed coursc to 005°T, Raised the
vortical antenna and intercepted a redio messago stating
that a CV was damaged. Lerze clouds of grey smoke wero
seen at four places over the horizon. The noarest cloud
of smoke had not proviously bsen sighted, so continued to
elose it at tho best spoed that the condition of the bate
“F and probeble future ope~utions for the day would
allow,




..’_ g . | . _ .

FF¥2-10/A16-3 SU3 .RIFC3, PACIFIC FLEET Be

| Serial 0737 ; Care of Flest Post Office;
San Francisco, California,

"COLFIDE: TIAL June 28, 1942

Subject: Battle of Midway - Dxtracts from War Diaries.

- s s a = s - s o

| {e) (continued) . s s
"1047. Sizhted three planes apvroaching. Lowered peris~
cope tnd vertical antenna and continued approach at peris-
cope depth.

"1145. Identified the source of smoke as a burning carrier.
The carrier wes still apout B miles away and was in lati-
tude 30° - 13' I longitude 1792 - 17" W. Decided to over=
take if possible =né t¢ attack. ; : :

"122L. Range not having decreased appreciably, changed
speed to 2/3 ahead on both notors after estimating that
sufficient opattery capacity just remained for operations
until night fall.

"1253. Range decreased, Si.hted two cruisers escorting
the carrier. Tentatively identified CV as a carrier of
the S0RYU cless, The carrier was on even keel and the
hull sppeared to be undemaged. There were no flaues and

the fire seewed to be under control. .accoupanying

crulsers were about two miles ahead of the carrier.

"1300. The CV, which had been making 2-3 kmots vhen the
approsch began, was now stopped. At closer range it was
seen that efforts were being uade by boats under her bow
to pass a towing hawser and many wen were seen working
on the forecastle., .
The decision hed to be wade in whioch order to
attack the targets presented. Attack on the ocruisers
and later on the carrier was considersd, but the remain-
ing capacity of the battery would not ellow a further
chese of several miles to catch the moving eruisers, even
if it were possiuvle to overtake them. The decision was
thereloie wade to complete the destruction of the CV ba=
fore she could be repaired or taken in tow. Approach
continued at periscope depth. An approach course was
chosen to give torpedo hits on the starboard or island
side of the carrier. During the next hour a repeated
check was uade of the silhouettes of imerican and Japan=- ¥
@@ carrisys in order to be certain of the identity of
the target., The terget was a carrier of the SORYU class, i

~10-
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(e) (continued)

"1359. Fired three torpedoes at the carrier from peris=-
cope depth. Attempts to fire {4 torpedo tube were une
successful. Immediately prior to firing each torpedo,
the Torpedo Data Computer generated bearing was checked
by a periscope bearing. Mesan run of torpedoes was 2700
yards. The wakes of the torpedoes were observed through
the periscope until the torpedoes struck the target. Red
Tflames appeared along the length of the ship from the bow
to amidshirs. The fire which had first attracted us to

the attack had been underncath the demolished after flight

deck and was noarly extinguished by the time the

reached ihe firing point. This fire again broke out.
Boets drew away from the bow and waay nen were seen toing
over the sids. All 5 officers in the conning tower ob-
served the results ol the torpedoing.

"1,05. Fired last of three torpedoes at the carrier.
Cruisers bezan reversing course at high speed and started
to echo range. o

"l410. Cruiser passed directly over the top of the
Changed course to 190° T and went to 300 fest. A pro-
longed depth charge attack now begen, eleven charges
being dropred on the 1irst attack. This entire BAFrage
was close and well placad except that charges were set
Loo shallow and explodad above the ship. A few saall
leaks wore sprung. 4t this time a sound was heard like

that which would be ceuscd by a chain boing dragged across

the ship. It nay be intcresting to note that a sinmilar
nolse was hoard by a British submarine under depth charge
attack about one year ago.

"1431. " Depth charge attack continued. A sound similar
to heavy objcets leuding on the dock was heard twice.
The socund operator reported the nolsc of propellars all
around the dial. :

"l445. Changed depth to 200 feet. Ton minutes later
the last two depth char es wore dropped sous distance
awny.

%
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‘(@) (continucd)

"1510. Care to periscope depth. Saw carrier, but the
escorting crulsers were no longer in sizht. They had
abandoned the carrier end she was afire along thée entire

length.

#1800. Heavy bleck smoke enveloped the carricr and fcormed
8 cloud over the ship to a hel ht of a thousand fcot. The
officer making this obsgrvation compared thc cloud to the
oll smoke which arose from the U.3.3. ARIZOLKA when that
ship turncd at Pearl Harbor, T.H., December 7-9. Nothing
could be seen of the carrier's hull,

"1B8L0, Heerd heavy subsurface explosions and went to
depth charge stations. A search by periscope falled to
ravoal any object in the vicinity except the stlll great-
er cloud of black smoke from ourning oil. If the carrier
was not found by patrol planes whi¢h searched thoe vicinity
the following morning, the Comuending Officer belicves
thit .she wes dostroyed at this tiie by fire und internal
explosions, He did not however ectuelly sec her sink.

"194)l, Surfaced with exhaustced battery and returncd to
patrol area. Four torpcdoos expoended, forty=-

- TWo dcpth charges roecived.” #

: w by Type Couuander:
R ,
S is an exccllent ‘exauple of a subuerine doggedly

: “his ob&:ﬂ,w in the face of severe encmy
P on end commanding officer‘has becn ecrudited
‘M8 with sinking the carrior of the SORYU class,

- JTRBEE \
R. H. EIGLISH.

Mgl g ——
o B L ,i,_:_,____r,l
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UNITED STATES FLEET
OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D.C.

July 18, 1942,

sechr:
SECRET

HOTE:-

Attention is invited te the fact that

information concerning the loss of the YCRKTOWH

has not been released,

Full SECEET classification shall be

given to this information until it is released.

D oamh

25

1MQ*DB‘TW
GEORGE C. DYER,

NOTE:- TO BE RETURNED TO COMINCH SECRET MAIL ROOM -
ROOM 3053A.
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SECHAT
From: Commander-in-Chief, United states FPacific Fleet,
To: Coumander-in=-Coief, United states I'leet.
Subject: Battle of lidway,
Heference: () CincPac Al6/(90) Ser. 01693 of 6/15/L2.

" ; '

Znclosures: (1) Track of the Sattle of iiidway - Composite of ~
~ll Reports. [ T

(5) Copy of Cincpac A8/(37)/3.7/(26.2)(no date)

“and Cincpac A8/(37)JaP/(26) Ser. 01753 deated

\f }\/ 21 June 1942, /
)\ s (C)¥ComCru,Task rorce SEVENTEEN 4l6-3/(013) dated
A ,“l' 12 June 1942, _ A
o (D) Copy of Comtasikforce S VallueN Alo=3/49(002917)

~ dated June 26, 1942, :
(%) Copy of N.s liidway Na38/.l6-3 serial 075 dated

(F) Summry of aArmy .ircrart .ttacks at l.idway,
ComGen.law,. (8672).

1. In numerous und widespread engagenents lesting from
the 3rd to 6th of June, with carrier based .lunes es the spearhead
of the attack, combined rorces of the Navy, xarine Corps and Army
in the Hawziian .rea defeated & large part of the Jupunese fleet
and rrustrated the enemy's powerful move against Liidway that was
undoubtedly the keystone of larger plans. All participating per=-
sonnel, without exception, displayed unhesitating devotion to duty,
loyelty end courage. Tuls superb spirit in all taree services made
possible the application of the destructive power that routed tue
enemy and inllicted these losses:

(a) 4 CV sunk - AKAGY, KAGA, SORYU, HIRYU - with
the loss of all their planes and many of their
personnel, Estinuted 2?5 planes, 2400 men.

Eb; 2 probably 3 BE damaged, 1 severely.

¢) 2 CA sunk - }OGUII, . IKUIA - 3 or more others
damaged, some severely.

d) 1 CL damaged,

e 3 DD sunk, 1 other possibly sunk.

f) L AP end AK hit, 1 or more possibly sunk,

8] HZstimuted total number of personnel lost LB200,

oy These results were achieved at the cost of the
YORITOWN end ILJZANN sunk and sbout 150 planes lost in sction or

beyond repair. Our total personnel losses were about
ninety-two(92) officers and two hundred and fifteen (215) men,

*12?3 =1 = ' 2l
ded U

9777
COMMANDER -IN-CHIEF ((/

-
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18 June 1942 with ComiawSea®ron, lst End. thereon../
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PRELIGNARY OZERATICHS

3 After the Battle of the Coral Sea it becuue evident
thit Jepan was concentrating her Tleet Iur movements of wajor iw-
portance against the Aleutians and llidway. Luter indicati.ns were
that the .idway expedition was & pouerful fleet cowposed of a
i‘;_%%_’ﬁﬂ_m? Suppnort Force, end Uccupation Force. an estiuate
o1 € composition of thls Tleet, s.unce larcely verified by re-

ports of the Lattle, was:

=) ; SUP2CRT FORCE cwun‘ngxf rc&g&
; leet (F) orualv 1 TAEEC A58 LA
_&,&r_r ‘ T (F) l-2 YUKO Class CA(?)
aal (Fj LIKULA Alron
Gih'u;-? . SUZUYA mrvzﬁuﬁ
eraiv KULIANO CLIYUD
“BURTU | F)
HIRYU Cardiy === RON 11(%?
Desron 10 ] 10V or v %méﬁl- WA Class XAV
&
1z DD Batdiv 2nd Secot. Transdivas 7
taiv —mf—‘ “B8=12"AF
m:sux:tf [+ u%mm t ai
W A Par ansdivs
ruiiv & e Tagacore
CHIIONA Desron 2 Part aron |
R it |
10 DD

In addicicn, the plan was believed te provide for approximately
16 S5 to be on reconnaissance and scouting mission in the llid-
Pucific - Hawalian Islands area.

b The status of the important Pacific Fleet 1arces
@t the time the afore-mentloged threats developed was as follows:
(a) Task Force 17 had fought the battle of the Coral Sea

from 4 to 8 May and was still in the South Pacifiec. The
LEXINGTUN had been sunk and the YORKTOWN damaged to an

-2- % 146
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extent which ml:cht reguire a consideraile -eriod oo re sl
possibly even a trip to & .Jest Const l'avy Yard,
of the air groups ol these two carriers nere nn

tiis Tnm;J;;
urgently requirin- reorcenization and rest, This Toroe had
been continuously at ses since Fegbruary 16,
{b) Task Force 16 (Z/TERFRISE and UL T with sumwnortin
oruisers and destroyers) was in the South Peeific, havin

arrived just too late for the Corsl Ses agtion, Tt 43
slghted recently, however, by &n enewy reconneissansce
and thus probably preventsd an enemy occunation
Nauru Islands.

beean
lane
of Cgean ond

(¢) Task Force 1 {(containin-~ battleships and a s=mll lestroyer
soreen) was on the Jest Cosst,

o It was evident, if estimates of t
and intentions were true, that the situation wes 08t serious,
Midway itself could suvport an air Torce only about the size of a
carrier group; our carriers were far away; and rorhars only two
would be fit to fisht. Task Torce 17 had slready been recalled
for repair and renlenishment. Task Force 16 was imedintely ordered

north. At the sane time a new force, EBight, was Tformed out of all
oruisers within reach

e eneay's stren-th

(rive) and 211 destroyers evailable, (four),
and sent to Alaskan waters to assist the 3ea Frontier rorces witieh
were being assembled in that Area.

6. Midway was meanwhile glven all the atrencthe-
ening that it could take. Long ranpe Nevy and Army aireraft,
though necessarily difficult to protect on the, around and
water, were moved in. It was considered most Luportant that
the enemy be discoverecd at a distance and promptly attacked,

To provide essential close in air striking power, the llarine Aip
Group was increased to approximately 30 firhters and 30 dive
bombers supported by six Navy new TEF torvedo plenes and Tour

B
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extent which =i ht require = considernile erio " penslir aw
possibly even a trip to s .Jest Coust ‘avy ¥Yard, he resniniers
of the alr groups of these two cerriers vwere on the TOAKIV.
urgently requirins reorpmnizetion and rest. Uhle Ioree hod

been continuously at sea since Felruary l1l6.
(b) Task Force 16 (Z.TIRVRISE and LURIL wlth snartis
orulsers and destroyers) was in the Jouth Fecirie, navin
arrived just too late for the Corel Ses pcilon i I
sighted recently, however, by &n eneuy reconnelssange rlene
and thus probably prevented an enemy occupation of COgean sud
Nauru Islands.

(o) Task Force 1 (containins battleships and = suall destroyer
screen) was on the Jest Conat.

5. It was evident, 1f estimates of the eneuy's stren- th
and intentions were true, that the situation wes nost serious,
Midway itself could support an alr force only about the size of
oarrier group; our carrlers were far away; &nd perhaps only two
would be fit to fight. Task Force 17 had ulready Leen recalled
for repair and replenishment. Task Force 16 was Ll medistely ordered
north. At the same time a new rorce, Eizht, was foraed out of sll
orulsers within reach (five) and o1l destroyers eveiloble, (four)
and sent to Alasken waters to assist the 3ea Trontier forces w*icﬂ
were beinz assembled in that Area. .

a

6. Midway was meanwhile given all the stren-th-
) ening that it could take. Lonz ranpe Navy and Army eircraft
. ' though necessarily difficult to protect on the, sround end :
water, were moved in. It was considered most important that
the enemy be discovered at a distance and promptly ettacked.
To provide essentiel close in air strikins power, the llarine Alr
Group was inocreased to approximately 30 fichters and 30 dive
bombers supported by six Navy new [EF torpedo vlenes and four
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Army B-26's ritted for dropping torpedoes. Many of these planes
arrived just before the engagement. Despite a heavy inflow of
planes from the mainland to Oahu and from there to Lildway, the
avallable numbers were never large enough to give a comfortable
margin for losses. &So coritical, in faot, was tiuls conditlon that
after the first morning attacks at and off lildway the dive bombers,
fighters and torpedo planes stationed there were nearly wipec out.
Replacements of these types on Oshu were scanty and could not be
got to Midway for the remainder of the batile.

T Midway's ground defenses were strengthened by the
emplacement of new batteries, completlion of underwater obstacles,
laying of mines, eto. Additional karine Torces were woved in,
including a part of the 2nd Ralder Battalion with special egulpment
for meeting a mechanized landing assault. OUther reenforcewent
inecluded motor torpedo boats and YP's,

5. Thirteen submarines were stationed on the 200 and
150 mile eirecles covering the western and northern approaches to
iidway. 4 iew submarines were placed In support on the 800 mile
cirele northwest of Oahu, and the last ones to become avallable on
the 100 mile circle from that place. All submarines which could
reach the Ushu=ilidway area were employed and the consequent cessation
of thelr oftensive patrols accepted.

9. Full consideration was given to employment of Task
Force ONE in the defense of Midway. It was not moved out because
of the undesirabllity of diverting to 1ts screen any units which
could add to our long range striking power agalnst the enemy carrlers.
Svents proved that every air unit which was ewployed could have 11l
been spared from the purpose for which it was used, even though the
results were far beyond the expectations of most.
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A our air forces lnerease in strength relatlive to the enewy, 2nd

' surfece screening forces hecone uvalluble to jperalt a bulanced
foroe, the application of battlesilps' strlking power willl becune
practicable,

10. Tha Commander=-in-Chief, Tmited States Fleet estimated
that the enemy's plans included an attempt to trap o large purt of
our Fleet, ile directed that strong attrition tactles, only, be
employed and that our carriers aznd cruisers not be unduly risked.

* The whole s itustion was a most d4ifficult one requiring the most
delicate timing on the part of our carriers -- ! they cculd reach
supporting stations in time. It so happened thot they ¢ld., Task
Force 16 arrived at Pearl flsrbor on 26 lay and departed on the 2Bth
under command of Rear aidmiral R, A, Sprusnce, 17.5.!. as Task Farce
Commander, with Rear Admiral T.C. Kinksld in Command of Crulser
Group, and Captain A.R. Early in Command of the Destroyers. Task

. foros 17 reached here om the 27th and sailed on the 30th, under

| Command of Rear Admiral F. J. Fletcher as Task Force Commuander with

k "Rear Admiral W, W, Smith in Commund of the Cruiser Group, and Captain
{0, C. Hoover in command of the Destroyers. It wus found, most

.~ fortunately, that the YCRKTOWN and her aireraft could be pluced in

- reasona flghﬂng condition in three days. Excellent work by the
m"a.thl Service Farce and all supporting services ut Pearl

ma

possible these prompt sailings.

11. Task Forces 16 and 17 Joined at usslgned rendezvous

, of Midway on 2 June, mving previously refueled at Sesa.

~ 4in compl se with my direective, Rear admiral Fletcher, Comuander

v Task .p;ﬂ;l.‘?. then moved the combined forces to &n area of operations
1 b w.

g

show composition of our own forces, wihlch

© 'W here. Broad tactical c¢irection of ull the
b ldway Area wus retained by the Commander-in-Chler,

=

The Battle - J June
tion FParoce and perhaps part of the
1) was picked up in several contacts

“ams shown on plot of battle, enclosure (A).
bout 0900 when a large number of ships

i) v £
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(later geported as 11) were sighted by a Navy patrol plane, bear-
ing 261° distant 700 miles from Midway, reported ocourse 090, speed
10. (All times in this report are Zonme plus 12. In studying

Task Foree 15 and 17 reports it must be kept in mind that times
glven by them are Zone plus 10.) There were several smaller groups
of ships, indicating that the escort group for the oocupation force
and the warious ships of this force were converging on a rendezvous
for the final advance on Midway.

1k About 1623, striking unit of 9 B-17's with four 600#
demolition bombs each, ocntacted and attacked the large group. They
reported the force now consisted of 5 BB or CA and about 4O other
ships - DD, AP, AK, etc. The course made good sinos the morning
eontact was about 531“ the bearing of Midway. Distance was then
about 570 miles tmﬂd.-lr. Two ships, a CA or BB and an AP or AK
were hit and injured severely so that they fell out of column and
sent *huge clouds of black smoke whioh mushroomed above them™.
One ogll‘ CA and one other AP or AK were possibly damaged.

15. This was the only attack of the day, though at its
alose & FPEY's armed with torpedoes were enroute to attack.
Estimated results are:

o b PEY's found and 3 attacked
the mme the B-17's had hit} 10 or more big shi
m with 6 DD were observed. There were indications
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another large group nearby. Bearing was still about 261° from
}idway, distance reported about 500 miles, though part of the
enemy force was closer. Two of the planes were able to press
home attmcks unobserved and euch nit an AP or AK. This night
attuck by Cutalinas was a daring and historical feat. Est
results are 1 AK or AP sunk, 1 AK or AP damaged severely.

17 The Japanese Main Striking Force assumed to have
L carriers was not sighted on the third. These ships were apparent-
ly riding a weather front bearing down on Midway from the northwest.
Cne carrier had been reported among the ships west of Midway, but
this contact was not verified, It is possible that the Ja 80 e
nad five carriers off Midway and thet the Tfifth one moved from the
west to the northwest for the engagements of the fourth of June,
but there is no clear evidence yet to bear this out.

18, Before dewn on L June, PBY's took off from Midway
continuing their invaluable scouting that gontributed so greatly
to the success of the action. 16 B-17's were despatched by
Communding Officer, Midway, to attack the enemy transpart force
to the westward. At 0545 the most important contact of the l-mﬂn
was made. 4 PBY reported many planes heading for Midway 150
distant on bearing 320; 7 minutes later another PBY sighted 2 of
the enemy carrlers and many other ahips on the same bearing, ¢
180 miles, coming in at 25 knots on course 135.

19, All serviceable planes at Midway were in the ai
before 0600 (except for 3 SB2U spares); 6 Navy TEF and 4 Army
B-26 armed with torpedoes, and 27 Mar dive bombers were d
patched to strike the enemy carriers. The B-17's proceeding
westward were also d iverted to the carrlers. Midway
up the enemy planes and,at 0615, 1k of the 27 fighter ple
able made contact 30 miles distant with 60 to 80 dive be
(possibly u few of these were twin engined horizontal bomb
about 50 flghters, Severe fighting continued as 1:‘5
fighters were ln the air, which was not long for ] h

L
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these odds, accentuated by the poor maneuversbility of these planes.
Of the 27 fighters available, 15 were lost and 7 severely demaged.
Statements from 9 of the 11 surviving pilots show that they shot down
a totel of 3 Japanese mero fighters and 8 Alchl Type 99 dive

bombers., Survivors believe the total number destroyed by all

the fighter planes was probably 8 zero fighters and 25 dive bombers.

20, The first bomb hit Midway at about 0633 from
horizontal bombers. Dive bombing and strafing continued for about
17 minutes. Oonsiderable demege was done to pearly all struoctures
above ground, the most serious at the time being the destruction of
the power plant on Eastern Iseland. Little damage was done to the
runways, the Japaneses apparently leaving these intact for their
own lntlciplt-d use. The antiaireraft batteries shot well, downing
10 plenes and, with the fighters, damaging many more, 8¢ that our
returning airplanes reported "large numbers of enemy planes down
on the water and falling out of formation."

2l1. The B-26's found their targets, 2 CV, about 0710
and made a most gallant attack. This is likewise another historieal
event, and, it is hoped, one soom to be repeated under better ocon-
ditions - our Army's first attack with torpedo planes. Heavy
fighter concentrations were encountered; 2 of the & planes did not
return; one was shot down before launeching his torpedo, and possibly
the other, though it is said to have attacked end in pulling out
touched the flight deck of the target before crashing into the sea.
Both of the 2 planes that did return were so badly shot up by the
terrific fighter and AA fire encountered that they were unservioe-
eble. Survivors had nc time to observe results, but approaches
were such that it is believed probably one torpedo hit.

22. The TEF's made a similarly gallant attack almost
simultansously with the B-26's and against an equally determined
end overwhelming mumber of fighters. At least 2 of them were
shot down before they could launch torpedces. Only one badly shot
up plane returned. The pilot ocould not tell what happened to the
remainder of his unit or how the attack fared. A B-17, on
reconnalissance, reports seeing one of the planes make a hit.
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although the TBF is a well urmed plane, It is obvicus that 1t caunot
go through flighter opposition without rlghter protection.

23. at 0755 a group of 16 Murlne dive bomburs, under
Major L. it. Hendersecn, US!C made s gallant glide bowbing attuck on
one of the carriers in the Striking foree, <The  lmnes iad been received
too recently for training in dive bombing, s0 the Comuinder cliosd
this less effective and more hazurdous method of attuck becuuse it
permitted lower pull ocuts. Hls und 7 other plunes were shot cown
by overwhelming f'ighter opposition. The B planes thnt cld return
were badly shot up, one having 210 holes. The target, probably
the SORYU, was hit J times and left uflire.

2. Soon afterward, at about C820, the 11 382U karine
bombers from Midway made & gllde bombing attock on a battleshly,
likewise against heavy fizhter attack. Two hits are reported.

When last seen the battleshlp was smoking and listed.

25. The B-17 unit of 16 planes, under the Comnanding
Ofricer of the 43lst Bombardment 3Squadron, lt.Col., W.C. Sweeney,
U.S.i. who led euch flight he made in an outstanding meanner, wus
directed to change its objective from the transport force to the
carriers, Promptly and with skillful nugigatian the planes procceeded,
picked up the enemy fleet on bearing 320~ sbout 145 miles from Midway,
and at 0814 began attacking from 20,000 feet, each plane carrying 8
500-pound demolition bomba, Result: Total of 3 hits on ecarrlers,
possibly 2 carriers hit with heavy smoke from one; carriers still
maneuvering and operating normally. 3ince only one carrier was
reported smoking, this was probably the same one, SCRU, the Marine
dive bombers had set afire a few minutes earlier with 3 hits.

26. The Midway Forces had struck with full strength,
but the Japanese were not as yet checked. About 10 ships had been
damaged, of which 1 or 2 AP or AK may have sunk. DBut this was |
har an impression on the great force of about 80 ships converging
on . Most of Midway's fighters, torpedo glanua and dive- ‘
bombers -- the only types capable of making a nigh percentage of ‘

-n-g- d
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hits on ships -- were gone, and 3 of the Japanese carriers were
still either undamaged or insufficiently so to hamper operations.

27 This was the situation when our carrier attaock
began. Tesk Force 16 and 17, ready about 200 miles to the north=-
east of tne Japanese carriers, had intercepted the first contact
reports by the lidway scouts., .t about 0700 launching commenced
of the following attack groups, YORKTOWN's being temporarily held
in reserve untlil her scouts returned (majority of fighters retained

for combut patrol):

HORMET - 35 VSB, 15 VTB, 10 VF
ENTERPRISE - 35 V3B, 14 VTB, 10 VF

(Bombers carrying 1-1000 1b, or 1-500 1b, or 1-500 and 2-100 1b bombs)

These two groups proceeded independently to attack.

28, Dive bombers procceded at & high altitude with the
torpedo planes at about 1500 feet below the cloud base. TFighters
railed to accompany the torpedo planes. HCRNET's accompanied
dive bombers expecting to provide protection for bombers and
torpedo planes over enemy Tleet. Torpsdo planes proceeded separately
anéd contact was lost with them., ENTERFRISE's fighters likewise
operated at a high altitude expecting fighters there and were not able
to reach torpedoc planes in time to assist. Lack of fighter A
visibility conditions, distance of attack, delay in locating the |
Japenese force, and Japanese tactics of concentrating fighters om
torpede planes all combined to prevent coordination of bombing
and torpedo attacks, with resultant heavy loss of torpedo planes.

29. Sometime after 0830, when the last attack that ;
morn ng by iildway planes was completed, the Japanese striking foroce b '

coumenced retirement to the north or nortihwest. m.w i
w.s not found in the estimated position by our ecarrier at S E
groups. HURNET Group Commander made ths decision to turn L By St

search along the enemy's reported track, and falled to make L aAll

#3230
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10 of the fighters were forced down for lack of gas and lost at
gsea, though 8 of the pilots have becn recovered, All but 2 of
the dive bombers eventually got back to the HORNET (11 via Midway)
without attacking.

30. The ENT-RFRISE Group Coumander, proceeding separately
declded to turn north to search, estimating that enemy must have
reversed course. This was one of the most important decisiocns of
the battle and one that had decisive resulss. Soon after 1000 he

made contact and prepared to attack.

31. yeanwhile the HORNMSET's torpedo squadron led by Lt.Comdr.
J. ¢. Waldron had found the enemy and without hesitation at about
0920 conducted a most gallant and neroic attack entirely unsupported,
They were met DY overwhelming fighter opposition about 8 miles fram
the 3 carriers they attacked, and followed all the way in, being shot
down one by one. The remnant darove in their attack to close TANZe.
Voice intereepts indicate that they shot down scme Japanese Tfighters

and made some hits.

3z, Not a plane survived this magnificent devotion to
purpose, One pllot, after attacking and probably hitting the KAGA
at olose range, with his gunner already killed, crashed near the
AKAGI, ducked under his seat cushion to prevent being meachine

d, and from this reserved position observed the fierce attacks

gunne
that followed.

33. YORKTOWN and ENTERPRISE torpedo squadrons led respectively

by Lt.Comdr. L. E. Massey, U.5.8. and Lt.Comdr. Z.E. Lindsey, U.3.N.
attacked later with equal courage and determination, and s ar
erushing losses. Doth are pelieved to have made hits, but both were
almost completely destroyed, ENTFRPRISE losing 10 out of 14 Planes
and YORKTOWN 10 out of 12. Despite the many dirfioculties, exact
coordination with dive bombers was almost achieved, the torpedo
planes launching their attack only a few minutes befare the bombers.
Even had they attacked later, in perfect ecoordination, without

. mdequate fighter protection their losses would have been probably

/
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as great, Recognlzing the torpedo plune for the menuce it is, the
Japanese concentrated moat of their fighters und antlaireraft fire
on it, The result was that the VT squadrons were a sacrifice that
enabled the dive bombers to make thelir attack almost unopposed,
with disastrous results for the enémy,

3. at OB30 YOUETOWN commenced lsunching the following
attack group, dive bomhers belng armed with 1000 lb. bLombs:

17 V3B 12 VT & VF

These proceeded with VT's ut 1500 feet, 2 V¥ at 2500 reet, 4L VF

at 5=6,000 feet and bombers ut 16,000 feet. Contact wus made at
about the same time &s by the LNTAHPRISE planes und attack delivered
almost simultaneocusly.

5. When the TIORNET torpedo squudron attacked, thare were
4L carriera dispersed in a wide roughly circular formstion. AKAGI,
AGa and SCHYU were in the same general viecinity, probably huving
Just landed planea. SORYU was suoking, showing signs of heavy
damage, as was also a4 ship some distaunce away that resenbled a
bettleship. The surviving HOKNET VT pilot, Ensign Gay, USNR, had
bean in the water only a few minutes when the ENTERPRISE and YORKTOWN
dive bombers strueck hard and most effectively. Both KAGA and AKAGT,
between wnich he lay, were hit repeatedly, the planes on deck that
they sought to launch belng ignited until the two ships burned florcely
from stem to stern. SORYU was alsc-hit again sand continued to burn.

a6. The dive bombing attacks by both ENTEHRFRISE und
YORKTC"N squadrons began at about the same time, between 1020 and
1C25. Many hits were made on esch carrier., Some pllots consider-
inglfhmﬂﬂestrarad attacked other ships, The following damage wag
nflicted:

3 carriers - AKAGI, KiGi, SORYU set afire and ultimately destroyed,

2 Battleships - 1 1,000 1b, hit e.ch, one a mass of flames,

1CLor DD -1 1,000 1b, hit, belleved LD sunk.

a7. All submarines were ordered to close on the enemy
Striking Foroce but the only submarine attack of the day was by

e - 10

Regraded Unclassified

e e e e e T T e T e




1000 the ships had disappeared, At 1029 4 large columns of grey
smoke (probably from dive bombing attack) showed over the horizon;
NAUTILUS closed the nearest of the 4 and at 1359 fired the first
of 3 torpedoes into the smoking carrier 30RYU., The GROUPER in =
similar situation was uneble to get in to attack because of the
enemy's intensive anti-submarine measures.

38. At the time SORYU was on even keel, hull apparently
undamaged, fires under control, towing errangements In process. The
three hits caused fires to break out again and perscnnel to abandon
ship. Cruisers escorting the carrier depth cherged LAUTILUS which
went to deep submergence. When the periscope was raised at 1610,
the SORYU was observed burning flercely and escorting vessels had
departed. At 1840 heavy underwater explosions cccurred sccompanied
by & billowing cloud of black smoke. At 19L1 NAUTILUS surfaced.

No ship, smoke, or flame wus in sight.

39. At 0815 Task Force SIXTuiN radar had plcked up a
twin float seaplane, 36 miles to the scuth, whieh probably reported
our formation's position. During YORKTOWY and ENTERPHISE Group
dive bombing attacks on the Japanese carriers, the KaG.i and AKAGI
tried to launch planes. They were probably at the time preparing
to attack our oarriers, The carrier HIRYU, according to survivors
ploked up on 18 June (4 officers and 31 men), at thls time drew off
to the northwerd undamaged. Soon efterwards a Japanese Nessage
was intercepted "inform us position enemy carriers®.

L. Lacking complete information on the nunmber and loca-
tion of enemy cerriers, at 1150 YORKTOWN launched scouts to search
seotor 280-030 to 200 miles, Immediately thereafter at 1152 YORK-
TOWN's radar plcked up many planes approaching Irom Westward, distant
32 miles. These were later determined to be 18 dive bombers and 18
fighters. As one fire precaution YORKETOWN drained the gas system

introduced CO5.

-l -
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HAUTIIOS whiech at 0710 sighted smoke from torpedo plane hits and
antiairoraft fire on bearing 331° True. After closing, she sighted
a formation including a carrier and battleship which she attacked
unsuccessfully at long range, and was herself depth charged. ..bout

|
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Ll. The Combut «ir Patrol of 12 fighters loocated the

enemy planes st about 6,000 feet altitude and attacked, shooting

down 11 of the bowbers, Out of the melee from time to time seven
planes broke out and dived through heavy antiaircraft fire, 0f the
fir.t 3, one was caught by a 5" burst and disintegrated; the second
dropped its b wb, which was a miss and plunged into the sea; the third
wes eut into fragments by automatic gun fire, but the bomdb tumbling
down exploded on the flight deck aft of the 1sland and wiped out

two 1.1 mount erews. .t 121k & hit in the uptake forced the YORKTOWN
to stop, largely because boller gases were drawn into firerooms making
them uninhabitable. & third hit landed in the forward elevator well
starting rires adjacent to the forward tanks of gasoline without

igniting 1t.

L2. At 1L02 with all fires extinguished and temporary re-
pairs to the uptake completed, YCURKTOWN was able to go ahead,
position then was Latitude 33-51 N, Longitude 176 W, course 090",
3peed was gredually increased to 19 knots by the time of the next
attack. PENSACOLA, VINCENNES, BALCH, and BENHAM had meanwhile llﬂ.lﬂ

from Task Force SIXTEEN.

L3. Approaching alreraft were aglin pleked up on verious
bearings, the largest group being on 340°, distemt 25 miles at 1433.
The total aitacking farce was 12 to 15 torpedo planes and 10 to 18
rfighters, The fighter combat patrol shot down L to 7 of the planes.
.bout eight of the torpedo planes ceme on into the fire of YORETOWN 's
screen which was so he.vy that observers thought it ineredible that
any 2ot through. Three were shot down. Fighters Just launched :i
YCHETOWY went into the heavy antiaireraft fire to attack the -
ing five, whieh succeeded nevertheless in launching torpedoes. The
last two, released at about 800 yards, at li45 hit YORKTOWN
on the port side. All the torpedo planes were shot down three by
fighter and ship fire before or as they passed the m. two
as they attempted to pass through the heavy fire of the saereen.

L. Within ten minutes after being hit, YORKTOWN was listed
20 to 259 to port. In another ten minutes persomnnel bm abandoning
ship., It seemed that the YORKTOWN might capsixze, and &
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o



Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
Al6 FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
& | 5= TR
sEcRET % |
okt !
Sabject:_ _ _Battle of Midway (Comt'd)_ _ _ _ _ oo mm-— ===~

tainly would should she be hit again. Another attack seemed
imminent throughout the af'terncon. Radar contacts of unidentified
planes were frequent, three of which at different times turned
out to be Japanese seaplanes, The ship, however, continued to
float through the night, list remeining about constant.

L5. Both attacks on YORKTOWN were made by the HIRYU
planes. At 1430, just as the HIRYU torpedo planes were camning
in radar range of YORKTOWMN, one of the YORKTOWN s scouts cop-
tacted the HIRYU with 2 BB, 3 CA and 4 DD in 31 =15 N, 179°=05' W,
course north, speed 20, Task Force 16 launched an attack group
of 16 dive bombers from HORMNET and 24 from ENTERPRISE (1L of these
being YORKTOWN planes) which beginning at 1705 for half an hour
dived on the Japanese formation. Only 6-12 fighters were encountered,
good evidence that Jepanese plane losses had been very heavy in
the day's fighting. Results of attack were:

cY HRYU ...... Hit many ti.es and aflame from bow
to stern.
1 BB veseesssee 2 500 ar 1000 1lb, bomb hits,

1l BB sessncanns 2 1000 and 1 500 1lb. bomb hits.
1 CA sesesssssse 2 500 1b. hits.

With the destruction of the HIRYU cur forces had won mastery
of the air, although at the time it was not clear whether all
carriers had been mccounted for and whether or not more than
four carriers were in the area,

L6 . Between 1810 and 1830 twelve (12) B-17's in several
flights struck the last blow of L June. Of these, 6 planes, attacking
directly out of Oahu, in order to conserve gas did not e¢limb
to the usual attack level but made runs at 3600 feet, Esch group
was attacked by zero fighters. Theze may have come from the HIRYU.
Scme of the flights report a large CV burning and 1 or 2 small CV;
but the unit most experienced in operations over the sea reported
only one cerrier which was burning, and a burning BB or CA accompanied
by & number of other ships. Three 500 1lb. bomb hits are reported
on the damaged CV, one on a BB (probably CA), one on a CA (smoking
badly), and one on a DD (probably sunk). A patrol plane, in this
vicinity until about 1800, from a distance reported that a ship sank
when hit by a salvo of bombs,
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47. Summary of losses inflicted on the enemy on L June.

MIDVAY FORCES
Time Attacking Type Ship Sunk Ship Damaged
oI350 T%}'— !3;—3% T AP or Ak(estimate) T AP or AK I HIt
0710 4 B26 & Torpedo ~=======c=ce-----ee= 2 CV(estimate 2 hits)
6 THF
0755 16 MiB Glide Bombing =-=-=--=-=- -—=====- SORYU(CV) 3 hits
0820 11 VMB Glide Bombing ----=-========= ==== BB 2 hits
0814 16 B17 Horizontal  =-c-ceccccecsommm--= 1Ccv 1l hit
High Altitude SORYU(CV) 2 hits

Only 1 Carrier, SORYU, dameged enough to limit operations at this ti.e.

CARR IER FORCE3

0920 15 VTB Torpedo =  ===scececccccscce- == KAGA(CY) 1 hit
(HORNET) 1 CV 1 hit (estimated)

1020 26 VTB Tarpedo =  ===-—-==sscceccecc= 1 CV 2 hits (estimated
ENT:ZRPR ISE) 1 cV 1 hit (estimated
YORETOWN )

1022 50 VSB Dive bombing AKAGI - Hit meny times, burning flercely.
ENTERPRISE) EAGA = Hit many tiues, burning fisrcely.
YORKTOWN) SORYU - several hits,

1 BB 1000 lb. hit,
severe damage, mass
of flames,

1l BB - 1-1000 1lb. hit,.

1 CL or DD - 1-1000 1b.
hit bellieved sunk.

After these attacks 3 carriers out of action and later sank.

Sy
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47 Jumary of losses inflicted on thle enewy on L June (Cont'd).

Tine Attacking Type Ship Sunk ship Damuged
Unit Attack

SUBL A TIE

1359 NAUTILUS  Torpedo 30RYU - 3 hits; this ship sunk by .lreraft
and Subnarine.

Calil R FCRCHES

1705 LO VB Dive Bombing HIRYU - llany hits, sank next morning.
HORNET) l BB = 2 hits
ENT=RFHISE & YORKTOWNM) 1 8B = 3 hits

1l CA - 2 hits
After this attack 4 Japanese carriers were out of action.

MID.AY FORCES

1810 12 B17 Horizontal 1 DD ARAGI(CY) 3 hits

Bombing 1 CA -1 hit
1l CA - 1 hit,smoking.

2 JUNE

LB, After attacking the HIRYU, Task Force 16 stood to

the eastward and back to the westward during the night. Fighter
attacks on B-17's before sunset Indicuted possibly a fifth

Japanese carrier northwest of !lidway and there was every indie.ticn
that the eneny was continuing to close. The first informeticn on
the 5th waa TAIBOR's report of many ships 90 miles west of llidway,
This looked like a landing attempt, so Task Force 16 changed course
%0 a point north of Midway and increased speed to 25 !mots.,  hen
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fegorts woter cayllicoht made 1t eleur thut the Japanese had reversed
course, the Tasi Perce headed weat and then northweat in pursuit

54 4 burning CV lasgging behind 2 LB (1 damaged), 3 CA and 4L DD,

+t 1500=153C a striking group of planes from eachearrier set off

in a 250 mile zearch to the northwest, unsuccessiully; the

quarry Tound were 2 DD (possibly only 1) which were bombed but not
alt.

L9, Becuuss of the night contact indicating that the

snemy wus persisting in his plans for a landing attack, all sub=-
arlinss were directed to close lMidway in order to take advantage
of the opportunity to attack transports and supporting ships when
Lusy were rnost vulnerable. Af'ter the retirement of the enemy be-
S48 4 arent, the Tustest submarines were sent in chase and others
réturning from western _utrols were directed to the expeoted linas
of retireusnt of the eneumy.

e i i A

50. Thore were several countacts on the 5th by scouting
Planes, the two a8 jor ones bein :

. .. - s .t.i-;hllill‘-lllﬂ‘._ll_—.l“ﬂhl
ol o A ol

{(a) a transport group west of lidway trailed by
2 duusged Ci(reported as BB);

(b) the ulready wentioned retiring strking foroe
of 2 LGB (1 damaged), 3 CA, &4 DD trailed by a
burning carrier to the northwest.

P

about UL30 12 B-17's departed in search of the westernm group but

v@csuse ol uniavorable weather could not locate them. Later, as

wore patrel plane reports came in, they found the t.u'rﬁ and
eaving

Just alter a group of 12 marine dive bombers, These [
4t 0700 had struck a wide oll slick about 4O miles from the CA's
unc followed it in to attack position. Dives began at 0808, -
Hesults were:

1l CA (alrecady damaged) 1 hit forward
1 close miss astern.

Jiaen the planes left between 0820 and 0830 the CA was listed
"badly"™ to starboard and turning in sharp oiroles to starboard,

-13-
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51. Zight B-17's attacked both the damaged Ci's about CB30
with 4 to 8-500 pound bombs per plane, altitude 19,000 - 20,000
feet, They report one certuin hit on stern of 1 Ci.

52, at 1320 in the aft-rncon, 7 B=-17's araed with 8-5C0
bombs each set cut to the northwe:st to attack the remmants of the
Jepanese striking force; and &t 1545 ancther group of 5 devarted. -
snroute, the first group sighted 1 Ca but fou d nothing beyund, '
Cn the return journey, banbing from 9,000 to 16,000 feet, they
report making 3 hits on the C., bearing 3009, distant 300 niles
from Midway. The second group likewlse found and att cked only
1 CiA, bearing 320°, 425 miles from !iiéway, no hits. On this attack
one pilot dropped his bowb-bay gacollne tank with the bombs and
did not return. One other plane ran out of gas and landed in the
sea 15 miles from liidway, plare and 1 of the crew lost, These were
the only losses of 217's attack on the Jupanese Ileet,

53. Swmary ::-1" losses inflicted on the enemy 5 June:
1 ¢4 (mlready cdamacged) 1 hit {3Soth hits may have
1 CA (already damsged) 1 hit been on same Ca)
1 CA 3 hits

6 JUNE 1942

Sha Task Force 1l6's searclh to tihe northwest cn 5 June |
had been unsuccessful ené weather condit ions there were deteriorat-
ing. The best opportunity for couteeting any of the fleeling enemy
units appeared to be to the ‘je.t. Tnerefcre, on the evening of
5 June the force wus turnec to a westerly cource, end gpeed reduced
to 15 knots because of a growing shortage of fuel in the destroyers.

I
I
55 At 0510, 6 June, 18 V33 were launcined for & 200 mile

search in the western semicircle. "wo contacts were .ade almost

sirmultaneously. The fir .t at 06LO was of 2 C. and 2 DD on course

SW, speed 15 bearing about 275, déata.nau 400 miles [rom lMidway. The

second at 0645, beuring about 230%, distunce L35 niles from lidway,

though variously identified, appecrs to have been the I.DanW and

103.0:1 with 3 or 4 DD on course west, speed 10, '

1
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56. The HORNET's planes launched the first attack,
striking the 10GAMI group between 0930 and 1000. Positions plotted
on ohart of battle are estimated from all data avallable and do
not accord with HORMET's plot. Results appeur to be:

1 CA = 2=1000 1b.,} - 500 pound bomb hits.
1 CA=- 2~ 1000 1b, bamb hits

10D =1 = 500 1b., bamb hit. A crulser 3S0C pllot saw
this ship sink.

57. ENTERPRISE Group now attacked most effectively. After
sighting 2 CA with 2 or 3 DD, oart of the group searched ahead for
the reported BB. One of the VB Squadrons, however, quitting the
gearch began attacking the two CA at about 1140, The other squadrons
ﬂﬂin“iﬂw“hlnuauthMlutnmﬂwunMIMHMd
until after 1300. From the stories of survivers of MIKUMA it
appears that the first planes at 1140 hit and disabled the MIKUMA
and the last ones about 1300 finished her off when a bomb amidshipa
detonated her torpedoes. The ENTERPRISE Group reported 1l CA as "dead
in the water burning furiously with heavy explosions™ shattered
and abandoned, If they had waited a few minutes their account would
hl::. been different. sShe heeled over and sank very soon after the

+ hit.

58. The other CA, apparently the MOGAMI, was also hit but
oseded westward making an oll slick and smoking heavily. Two
estroyers accompanisd her.

59. Two hours later the HORNET launched the final attack
of the four day battle with 1000 pound bombs, leaving the MOGAMI
gutted and abandoned, and reporting hits on another CA or CL and
one hit on a destroyer. A photographie plane, which obtalned the

{iotures accompanying enclosure, while over the MOGAMTI hulk about
730 saw a CL and a destroyer Tleeing to the westward.

60. The only other attack on 6 June was by a flignt of
11 B-17's sent out to attack the transport foree on 1ts eatimated
retirement course, This force wus not found. On the return by
separate routes one section of & of these at 1640, bearing about
262, 400 miles from Midway, dro,ped & pattern of 20-1000 and 1100
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pound bombs and reported two hits on & cruiser wnich "sank in 15
seconds™., This w.s the U.S5.5. CGRAYLING hustily submerging.
Fortunately she received no damuge.

61, Results of attacks on © June were:
2 CA, MOGAMI and IKUMA, sunk,
1 CL or DL damaged.
1l DD sumk.
l DD damaged by strafling.

62. After YCRKTOWN was abandoned on 4 June, HUGHES was
left to guard her during the night., Task Force 16 ecruisers re-
Joined their force. PFPaert of Task Force 17 proceeded to tanker
rendezvous for fueling; remainder of Force proceeded to eastward
clear of YORKTOWN with plans for salvage next day. VIREQ, SZIINOLE,
HNAVAJO, and FULTON, had meanwhlle been dispatched to zssist. The
following morning the HUGHES rescued from YORKTOWN 2 wounded en-
listed men, who had not been found in the darkened damaged ship
when she was abandoned, and a YORKTOWN fighter pilot, shot down in
action, who rowed up in his boat. VIREO Joined about noon 5 June
and at 1436 be towing at about 2 knots on course 090. GWIMN
joined about 1600 and put salvage party aboard. lON.CHAYM joilned
ascon afterwards., Salvage party was removed at dusk,

63. At 0220 on 6 June HAMMLODI, BAICH end BENHAM joined
under commanding officer YORKT(W!. Destroyer screen circled at
12-14 knots. 3Salvege party went aboard (later HALUN secured ulong-
side to assist) and hed reduced list several degrees when ut 1335
torpedo wakes were observed. At 1336 YORKTOWN received 2 hits, and
HAMANN 2 hits, one under her bridge und the second just ubaft the
mainmast. HAMMANN sank at 1339 with meny heavy explosions, probably
depth charges or warheads, which killed a number of personnel in
the water. Questioning of HAIMAIM persconnel has brought out thet
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not only were safety forks in place, but they were inspected after
HAILANN was hit., There is a possibility that another torpedo struck
as she sank, detonoting war heads or depth charges.

64. Remaining salvage party was removed from YORKTOWN
and surviving personnel rescued from the sea. Search for the
submarine continued with intermittent contacts (many false) and
depth charge attacks all afternoon, one bringing up heavy oil.

At 1845 heavy black smoke was sighted on the horizon 19,000 yards
from the destroyers and was soon identified as coming from an

eneamy submarine (smoke probably from Diesels) proceeding away from
YORKTOWN at high speed. Destroyers gave chase and opened fire.
Submarine submergsed at about 2127 with last splashes on in deflection
and apparently str=ddling. Search was continued until about 0300,

7 June with no results except location of a large oll slick, diesel
odor. It is believed the submarine was damaged but not sunk.

65. After slowly capsizing to port, at 0501, 7 Jume, in
about 30-36 N, 176-34 W, YORKTOWN sank.

LESSONS AND CONCLUSIONS FROM THE ACTION

66, This action brings out some new lessous and drives
home other definite ones previously learned, For convenient
reference, at the expense of some repetition, these are discussed

in this section.

67. The Ggggag% aE a !gh;é! 9;: IQEE! is not acoceptable
for the Mid-Pac ¢ area with present planes present facilities.
For a long coastal district it may be possible to maintain large air
forces at major dispersing centers and to move them effeotively from
point to point as the situation requires. This is not true of the
area in which Oahu is the central base. Most points are too
held and do not yet have adequate service units and fasilities. lots
in our rapidly expanding air forces are not and will not for some
time be sufficiently trained to operate effeoctively in a number of
remote and unfamiliar localitlies. Distances over water between
landing fields are too great - we could not fighter reinforoe-
ments to Midway on 4 June after virtually the fighters there had
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been put out of action combating the one short Japanese rald. The
lesson is simply that we must provide more and more planes permanent-
ly based at those advanced stations wiich are subjeect to enemy
attack. '

68, Plﬁﬂ!‘ for gggf E?d Navy. One of the primary
weaknesses whic owed up qulickly in action was the Navy's lack
of certain plane types already in use by the Army, and equally
the unsuitability of certain Army types for the type of job
required of them in these island areas. Eaeh service must
obviously have the types of planes it requires, regardless of any

earller agreements of Joint Boards whiech 11.it types or functions.

(a) The Navy PBY's, while excellent for long range search,
do not have the performance or defensive charmoteristics required
to stand up against strong enemy air opposition. The vital re-
quirement of eontinuous tracking, therefore, fails when enemy air
enters the pleture. On the other hand, the Army has its B-17's
and B-24's, types which are very well adapted to this service.
Sufficient numbers of these types should be immediately made avail-
able to the Navy for long range search and tracking purposes.

(b) High altitude horizontal bombing has proven itself
relatively ineffeotive against maneuvering surface vessels, As
Commander Cruiser Division SIX states, "Our own sea forces, and
appareatly enemy sea forces, have little reapect for higch altitude
bombing, the results of which are mostly 'near misses'," and not near
enough. Even in peacetime, high altitude hori-ontal tombing from
about 10,000 feet results in only a small percentage of aits on a

| maneuvering target of battlesni; size, and as the altitude increases
the percentage goes furtner down. Sueh results will not stop a
determined fleet. On the other hand, the aireraft torpedo and
dive bomber have proven themselves, in this action as well as in
all prior experience of cther belligerents, to be the cnly truly
effective weapon for such attack. Island and coastal based planes
should consist of a large percentage of these types, whether they
are manned by the Army or the Navy.

(¢) It has been our practice to complement Marine fighter
squadrons on shore with planes of carrier type. This results in
8 distinot and unwarranted reduction in performance and ability to
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combat the enemy. Having adequate ground faecilities, the Marine

r Ii:ldrﬂnl ought to be furnished with the very best fighting planes
available to the country. PBecauss of the limitations which carrier
operation imposes on Naval planes, suitable fighters will naturally

be Army types.

69. More Plfg-n are Rufglg!g in Oahu. We must speedily
inerease the flow of planes o types, th service units,
facilities and personnel, to the Mid-Pacifie area, Strong airoraft
relnforoements in the Hawaiian-Midway area were received in flights
of B~17's from the west coast and in the highly waluable HAMMONDSPORT
and KITTYHAWK during the last half of May. Even 80, the shorebased
airoraft strength in this area was not adequate in numbers or in
types and could not alone have sto-ped or even checked the Japanese
advance, Had we lacked early information of the Japanese movement,
and had we been caught with Carrier Task Foreces dispersed, possibly
as far away as the Coral Sea, the Battle of Midway would have ended

far diffsrently.

70. A Gria %fltlh ngiblu %E Easy Annlégugign to extensive
Joint over water operations avy, or by elther or both
in conjunction with Allied air or neval forces, is a necessity.
Neither the Navy basiec grid, mor the Air Warning Service grid, is
universally adaptable. Each possesses particular advantages for
particular uses. Both were available during the Battle of Midway.
Neither was used. Instead, recourse was had to designating
positions either by bearing and distance from a prearranged reference
point or in latitude - longitude coordinates, the only two methods
quickly applicable by an air pilot or navigator without extensive
advance preparation. The present British lettered coordinate
system, S.P 02274, provides for designating positions by elther
bearing and distance from any even degree latitude-longitude inter-
section or in encoded latitude-longltude coordinates, This aystem
has worldwide application, distribution to amllied naval forces is
already complete, and security is good. We should adopt 1it.

71. The excellent io Dive b
» B8O Buocess n the Coral Sea, was Balng
e ttle o way. Chlef among the faoctors Preventing co-

ordination were the Japanese tactics in concentrating fighters on
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our torpedo planes. This let the dive bombers in so that we sank
their ocarriers just the same, but at the very high cost of most
of our torpedo planes.

72. uate for toeir purpose.
The loss of the brave men wio uvnhez!{titlirlT™ went to thelr death

in them is grievous. The TEF is much improved, but still cannot
attack lhizl defended by fighters without fighter support. Long

range © er fighters must be develeped.
73. The Japanese apparently had fighter protection over
a 0 to the torpedo plane
a evel. [] ve to establish at leest 2 levels of
fighter combat patrol.
4. he Japeanese Zero

fighter in spe ty, and elimb. These charscteristics
must be improved, but not at the cost of reducing the present overall

!!E!ié§5i1¥ that in the Battle of Midway enabled our carrier fighter
(11 o shoot down about 3 zero fighters for each of our awn

leet. However much this superlority may exist in our splendid

pilntu,tpnrt ;} least rests in the armor, armement and lesk proof
tanks of our planes.

75. mo ements our fighters were outnumbered.
For this campaign e n er o ters in esci carrier was

inoreased from 18 to 27. It may be necessary to increase even
further the percentage of VF types carried.

i t ¢ er r must be ready ashore

so that after battle a depleted carrier group can be brought to

a shore station for refreshment and replacements. ZEach replacement

g::up should be kept as a complete unit and should be highly trained
ore goilng to sea.

createst d o : ons, b for antiairecraft
gunners and or personnel. Task Force commanders are taking
every opportunity possible underway to Tire practices and train
pilots in attack procedures. At best, this treining can only
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prevent deteriorution ol skill. 3aslie and tuorougi refresher

training st be given at sliore sciuools., The gsroriciency of our
personnel, boti silp und aircraft, will not reacli tae level desired
until snore scaools snd tralning Cevices under developmnent ure
fully In servioa.

78, idreraft should be lsuncheé and =tisck completed
witn the absolute mInlmo: 10s: o1 tlie. C(nce vie attack was
joined, our pilots jraessed it Lome witl resolution and matenhless
audacity; but it is belleve! ticir successes would have been
creater and thelr losses susller had there been closer coordinctlon
of attecking types.

79 alreraft tracking of eneuy formations hus been

unaatiafuutor¥ Bonus @ ol Llnuceguate types &nd numbera 0T Llanos.
harly, securate, and ccntinucus information of the enemy is
essentinl for successful attack by carrler groups. Contact once
wade rust be aeld =nd trecking inform:tion broadecast. Tracking
should be conducted by 3 .ore b.seé .lanes, wien ln range of sult-
able buses. 'The Japanese employment as scouts of seaplanes carried
by tenders warrants study. No ratter Low erricient this search and
traeking, carriers snoulc =till maintain an alert search with their
own planes, accepting reduction lin cffenszive power for greater
gecurity. The Japanese have been very successful with non-carrier
searching, but in the Coral Jes &nd at Midway they were caught with

planes con deca.

BO. Fighter direction wes much better than in the Coral
3ea, Over hall %Ea bombers and toOr peao planes that attacked
the YORKTU./M, elong with a number of asccompanying fighters, were
shot down. Development of tactics in stationing fighteras at
various altitudes and distances from the carrier, along with the
Fighter Direction School now belnz established in Oahu, should

produce further improveuent.

El. Superfrequency volce sets are needed for Tighter
direction and aéEo: IiEIEai Tange volce communication.

-
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a2. Communications were swift end efficilent. By

plecing all YIGway plenes,whether .rmy or navy, and all
submerines operating there on a common radic frequency with
provision thet surface craft intercept these repcrts, many
relays of enemy informetion were eliminated with conseguent
earlier receipt by interested commanders.

B3, All carriers must have two search Radars ore (if not
both) of which 1s at least equal in performance to CXAM. The
3C does not meet this requirement.

Bl Gasoline fires in carriers are a serious menace.
YORKTOWN, thou ¥ ee bombs and set aflre, had no
gasoline fires, possibly because of the effective use of CCs
in the gasoline system,

as., Gunnery still improves on those ships thut have been
in mction & number of tl.es. ome crews hsve teen In enough
battles to consider themselves seascned vetcrans., °Part of the
improvement is in bett r fire discipline that comes with battle
experience. A very important part comes from the greater number
of automatic weapons now on our ships, Most ships need more of
these., The createst need, at present, is for the directors and
lesad computing sights now under manufscture for automatic weapons.

86, Lffectiveneas of airecraft torpedoes end bombs
muat be increased.

(a) .. larger torpedo warhead is urgently required.
The present strengthened torpedo is a favorable step in the
right direction, but the torpedo must be designed for much
higher speed drops. In the llidway zction the B=26 and TBF
planes received thelr most serious losses from Jaupanese fighters
when they slowed down to llmiting torpedo dropping speed.

(b) Had the 1000 1b, armor plercing bomb under development

been available for dive bombers, fewer of the many ships that were
hit wou.d have esceped; and fewer hits would have been needed to

destroy the carriers.
-2 =
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87. IThe value of a close screen in protecting ocarrier

' agalnst torpedo planes was demonstrate during the attacks on the
YORKTOWN. Not over L plames got through to launch torpedoes.
Unfortunately she wus slowed down by previous damage or she might
have avolded these. A strong screen of 4 crulsers and a squadron
ol destroyers is the present minimum requirement for task forces
containing a carrier. FPresent reorganization of foroces places them
at approximately this strength.

as, Combined training is needed by land based alreraft and
Fleet units To provIide for better exchange of Informatlon and coordin-
ation of attack. The superior operations of the unit of B-17's under
lieut., Colonel #W. C. Sweeney, U.3.A. of 431st Bombardment Squadron
sncow the benefit of prolonged experience with naval forces which
this squadron had obtained during ocoordinated patrol operations. All
units require more tralning in sending cleesr, complete and accurate
regorts that will glve a commander all the information he meeds to know,
completely correct, without repeated questioning.

—— O e e S S S e W

ga, Correct information 1s still one of the hardest things
for 4 comuander to get Ilo actlom. It is especimlly difficult in
sueh & battle of many battles as this one was, spread over a vast
sea area, Tralning, sultable tracking aircraft, and some of the
other steps nentioned in ihe foregoing paragraphs should alleviate
thias difficulty. It 1s considered that Commesnders of Task Foroe
SINTLEN and SLVENTEEN and Havael Llr Station Midway showed sound
Judgerisnt und deolsion In correctly interpreting the many eonfused
situaticns thut came up during the action.

90. The performence of officers and ren was of the
hlghest order not only at Midway and afloat but equally so among
those at Oanlu not privileged to be in the front line of battle, I
am proud to report that the cooperative devotion to duty of all
those involved was so marked that, despite the necessarily decisive
part played by our three carriers, this defeat of the Japanesa Arms
land wbitions wag truly a vietory of the United 3tatesa' armed forces
end not of the l'avy alone,

U

C. W, NDIITZ
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Subject: Pacific Operations.

There is no completed detailed plan for major offemsive operatiocns
in the Paeific. Such plans are in process of being developed. Our current
strategy contemplates the strategic defemsive in the Pacific and offensive
in the Atlantie. A change therein would require a great deal of detailed
planning which will take considerable time.

Operations now underway with a target date of August 1 contemplate
an advance to the northwestward from the South Pacific area initially to
eapture and cecupy the Solomon Islands. For these we have been limited in planes,
landing boats, parachute troops, etc. In case conditions are favorable this
advance will be extended to include the occupation of hostile positiems in New
Guinea and the Bismarck Archipelago.

A major factor affecting plans for an offensive against Japan is
whether or not war breaks out between Russia and Japan. In any event the
plan would include an adwance from the South and Southwest Pacifie areas to
the northward along the TRUK - GUAM - SATPAN line, and/or to the northwestward
through the Malay barrier and Borneo to the Philippines. This might be accom-
panied by action from Siberisn Russia, in case Russia 1s at war. Planning
for any action in the Siberian area will have to be based on informetion as to
facilities now in the area or which can be established there. At present we
do not have this information. Eventually our plans might well include operations
based in China.

AIR FORCES

We would immediately augment alr forces in the Cemtral, South and
Southwest Pacific to the extent practicable with the facilities now awvailable
or which can be quickly established. In addition we would build up in the
continental United States an air force in readiness for use in eastern Siberia
or China. BService troops would be rerouted to Australia and the South Pacific
in order to prepare facilities for use of the augmented alr forces. It is
estimated that about two-thirds of the 52 groups now set up for Bolero could
be used in the Pacific area, including the Alaskan area. That part of the
34 groups for which facilities can be provided in the South and Scuthwest
Pacific would be used in those areas. The remainder would be held in the
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United States and Alaska in readiness for use in Siberia. The date at

which these additional air forces could be effectively used would approximate
the dates these units would be available for Bolero, as modified by the
greater distance involved. The increased air strength made available under
this plan should give us control of the air in the Pacific theatre.

The remainder of the Bolero air forces (approximately 18 groups)
would be available for use in the United Kingdom. Present commitments of
air forces for the Middle East (9 groups) and for the India-China area
(4 groups) would be carried out, with a possibility of increase for the latter.
The Russian protocol would be maintained.

HAVAL FORCES

A direction of our major effort to the Pacific would result in
no major change in the present naval forces in the Atlantie. It would,
however, allow some strengthening of anti-submarine measures in the Atlantic.

GROUND FORCES

Wie should complete the relief of the British troops in Iceland
and ecarry out our previous commitments under MAGNET for ground forces in
the British Isles. These measures would require a strengthening of the
Iceland garrison by about 15,000 and the movement of two additiomal
divigions to the British Isles. A very large reduction of service troops
now planned for Boleroc would be made and these troops would be turned to
the Pacific. The airborne and parachute troops now planned for Bolero and
three Army amphibious divisions would be dispatched to the Pacific theater
where they are urgently required. Additional troops would be required to
garrisen the islands wrested from the Japanese. No estimate can be made at
this time as to the number which might eventually be required.

The great bulk of the landing craft now set up for BOLERD would be
diverted to the Pacific operations where a large number of these craft would

be necessary.

SHIFFIG

Bolero shipping for August and September approximates 100,000
men with equipment per month. About one-half of this is British shipping.
Approximately three—fourths of the Bolero shipping might be diverted to the
Pacific. If British Bolero shipping remains availsble, it would provide e
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troop and cargo capacity of 40,000 men per month in the Pacifie. The reduced

capacity is due to the longer turn around.

M1 of the foregoing figures are based on a hurried survey of the
pituation. More exact data will be developed in the course of planning for

a2 majfor offensive in the Pacific.

Bussien. Turning to the Pacific would adversely affect the United
Nations' effort on the Russian-Furopean front. If the Japanese attack the
Fussians, strong offenpive action on our part in the Pacific would have &
favorable effect on the Fussian-Asiatic front.

Middle Fast. The Pacific operation would have little direct or
ismediate effect on the Middle East situation. Stromg action on our part
against Japan would serve to eliminate the danger of a Japanese move against

India.

H. H. ARNOLD,
Chief of Air Corps,
U.5. Army.

Regraded Unclassified
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CONFIDENTIAL June 30, 1
For Month of June For War
(n) Total number of submarines '
returned from patrol 11 41
2. Galnmbatant ships included in paragraph 1 above

are as follows:

(a ) Total Tonnage sunk 12,035 19,595_'\
(b) Total tonnage damaged (i} 1,500
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SUBMARINES, PACIFIC FLEET

Care of Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,
June 10, 1942

FF12-10/A16-3
Serial: 0750

CONREIDENIIAL

From: The Commander Submarines, Pacific Fleet,
To. '3 The Commander in Chief, U, 5. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Summary of Information on Submarine Attacks,

summary of information on war operations of

i
o
b

to this command,

1. A
Submarines, Pacific Fleet, is furnished herewith,
compiled from reports submitted by submarines which have returned
from war patrols or from despatch reports of submarines not returning |
This summation includes, therefore, all reports >
submitted to date, but does not include data for submarines of this
command which are now absent on patrol missions; a lag in reporting
results of sinkings by patrolling submarines is inevitable in this
report due to necesslty of maintaining radic security.

The data is

{a) Total tomnage sunk 130,940 152,804
(b) Total ships sunk 29 61
(¢) Submarines accounting for

above tonnage 11 29
(d) Tonnage damaged 16,100 56,800
(e) Ships damaged 2 10
(f) Submarines accounting for

above tonnage 2 ¥
(g) Torpedoes fired 105 312
(h) Percentage of hits 23.8% 26.3%
(1) Percentage of successful attacks 44 2% 40,9%
(j) Average number miles enroute to and

from area 74742 6,909 :
(k) Average number days enroute to and

from patrol area 28 29
(1) 1vura§F rumber days in assigned

patrol area 28 22
{m) Length of patrol in days 55 51

Regraded Unclassified
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1st Memorandum Erdorsement on
CinCpae conf, 1ltr,, File No, AB/(37)/JAP/
(26.2), Serial 01848, of JUNE 28, 1942,
LONFIDNETIAT
From: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet,
To The Vice Chief of Kaval Operations

(The Director of Naval Intelligence).

Subject: Interrogation of Japanese Prisoners rescue
at sea off Midway on 19 June, 1942,

& 5 Forwarded.

@. L. RUSSELL,
By direction.
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CONFIDENTIAL June 28 1942.

From: Commander-in-Chief, United States Pacific Fleet.

To: The Chief of Naval Operaticns (Director of Naval
Intelligence).

Via : Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: Interrogation of Japanese Prisoners rescued at sea off
Midway on 19 June, 1942.

l. The following 1s a report of the preliminary interroga-
tion of thirty four Japanese priscners, who were picked up 19
June, 1942, to the westward of Midway by the U.S.S, BALLARD. These
prisoners were taken to Midway, where they were interrogated on 20
and 21 June by two Japanese language officers from this cammand,
who were flown there from Pearl Harbor. This interrogation cover-
ed only points which were of immedlate tactical value and it is be-
lieved much additional information may be forthcoming upon arrival
of these prisoners at Pearl Harbor.

2. The prisoners were all on the carrier HIRYU and consis-
ted of Engineering Commander Elso, who was Chief Engineer, Fngineer-
ing Lieutenant Kajishima, Engineering Ensign Mandal, Engineering
Warrant Officer Suruda and thirty (30) men of the engineering force.
The majority of these men were from the engineroom force of the
HIRYU, although a few were from the boiler room force and one was
an electrician., Most of the prisoners, ineluding the officers,
were willing to talk about any subject of which they had knowledge.
Thelr stories concerning the Battle of Midway were rather sketchy
because all their battle stations were below decks.

S The HIRYU, in company with one or two destroyers, left
Sasebo on 20 May and proceeded by way of the Bungo Channel to Hash-
irajima, an island in the Ingland Sea near Kure. Here the HTIRYU
Joined up with some of the units, ineluding part of Batdiv 3, which
were to constitute the Midway Striking Force. Batdlv One was also
reported to be present at this time. The HIRYU's planes were de-
livered to her here. She had taken aboard all her amunition at
Sasebo. While at Hashirajima the HIRYU exerclsed at carrierlandings,
carried out an engineering overhaul and received fuel from the TOYD
MARU, a 9000 ton tanker. This part of the Striking Force left Hash-
irajima on about 27 May and proceeded directly to Midway by way of
the Bungo Channel. The HIRYU received fuel two or three days before
the attack on Midway from a tanker similar to the TYOY MARU,

4, The composition of the Striking Force at Midway was as
follows:

ol
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Carrliers HO&EI Cruisers
CarDiv One Cruliv Eight
AKAGI TONE
EAGA (Flag) CHIKUMA
CarDiv Two Destroyers
SORYU DesRon Ten
HIRYU (Flag) .
NAGARA (CL) -Flag.
BatDiv Three 8 to 12 destroyers
HARUNA

KIRISHIMA (or KONGO)

B. The following 1s a narrative of the Battle of Midway re-
constructed from the stories of the prisoners. All times are Midway
(plus 12), although mimis nine time was used by the Jepanese aboard

ship.

(1) Between 0430 and 0500 on 4 June, the HIRYU lannched
planes for the attack upon Midway.

(2) At 0900 the Striking Force was attacked by our planes.
In this attack the AKAGI, KAGA and SORYU were hit and
caught fire. The HIRYU received one near miss btut no
hits. None of this attack nor the damage to any of the
other shlps was observed by any of the priscners, all
of them remaining at their battle stations. The damage
to the other three carrlers was announced by loudspeaker
which sald that the SORYU, in particular, was burning
very badly and that it was "now up to the HIRYU to carry
on the fight for the glory of greater Japan."

(3) Shortly after the above attack the HIRYU recovered her
own planes and left the Striking Forece in company with
two destroyers and proceeded to the North (direction
not ecertain) to search for and attack e nemy carriers
balieved to be In the wvieinity.
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(4) Planes were launched agaln and recovered prior to the
second attack upon the HIRYU. The times of launching
and recovery of thils flight was not known. It was rum-
ored that they had set fire to one enemy carrier (stated
by Commander Eisc to be the YORKTOWN) and perhaps to
two carriers.

(6) At about 1700 the HIRYU received a terrific attack at
which time she received an indefinite number of dive
bomb hits, four at least. sShe was further attacked by
planes during the night, The HIRYU received no torpedo
hits. She caught fire forward and aft and burned through-
out the night. Evidently the whole upper portion of
the ship with the exception of the engineering spaces
was on fire at cne time or another during the night.

(6) The HIRYU sank at abavt 0900, June 5. The fact that
three wrist watches, obtained from survivors who had
Jumped over the side just previous to the sinking, had
stopped at between 0807 and 0615 (=% time) lends ecre-
dence to the fact that this was the time that the HIRYU

sank.

(7) There were no planes on deck when the HIRYU sank. The pri-
aoners stated definitely that the planes did not take off
after their return from the attack upon our carriers.

B. The prisoners had remained In the engineering spaces for
some time after all engineering equipment had ceased running and
until the smolte there had become intolerable. They had to break
through a deck to get clear. When they got topside they found that
they were the only ones left aboard ship, the rest of the officers
and crew having transferred earllier to the two destroyers, which
had sccompanied the HIRYU. The prisoners and particularly Lieuten-
ant Kajlshima seemed very surprised and disgusted that the Command-
ing Officer had left the ship, while they were still aboard. The
prisoners dove over the side and swam to & lifeboat. There were
thirty nine of them at the beginning. Four died at sea and one
aboard the BALLARD. The lifeboat was equipped with hardtack, tallow,
water and beer. It appears that the Chief Engineer disposed of a
little more than his share of this, for which reason, it was rumc-ed,
the men were consldering throwing him overboard.

B
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Serlal 01848
CONFIDENTIAL
act: Interrogation of Japanese Prisoners rescued at sea
off Midway on 19 June, 1942,

Ta One prisoner stated that he thought the cauae of
_alnking of the HIRYU was an explosion in a powder magazine. Another
stated that at about 0600, 5 June, he heard s wery loud explosion
aboard.

8. In additlion to the statements of every prilsoner that
they had been attached to the HIRYU, letters addressed to the HIRYU
were talkten from the prisoners and a 1life preserver and an oar of the
lifebont from which these men were recovered were marked "HIRYU".
This lifeboat 1s being brought to Pearl Harbor by the BAILARD.

9. None of the prisoners wish to return to Japan, nor
de they wish that the Japansse Govermment be informed of their cap-
ture, preferring to have it believed that they sank with the ship.

10. The tonnage of the HIRYU was stated by several to be
10,050 tons and had s maximum speed of about 30 knots. The Chief
Engineer sald that it was 20,000 tons and could make 33 lmots, which
he sald was also the top speed of the KAGA and AKAGI.

11. The HIRYU had 4 propellors, 4 englnercoms and sight
boilers.
1z, The island of the IHIRYU was on the port side amidships,

whereas that of the S0RYU was on the starboard side, Some stated that
they bellieved the lslands of the AKAGI and KAGA were likewise on
opposite sides.

© 13. The HIRYU had two stacks on the starboard aide amid-
ships and two signal masts on each side aft. These masts could be
raised and lowered through an arc of 80 degrees. Behind the bridge
was a tripod mast.

14. The ship had three elevators - forward, smidships and
aft. 8ix alreraft arresting wires were placed athwartships from
midship aft. The deck had three longitudinal white lines running
fore and aft with a large red circle surrounded by a border of white
painted forward. The fantall was painted with red and white longi-
tudinal stripes and projecting out from each side of the stern like
esars ware nets.

15. No definite information ecould be galned of the in=-
tended future movements of the Striking Force. Commander Elso said
that they were to go South after the attack on Midway. A petty offi-
cer stated that he thought they were going North.

il
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Serlal 01848

CONFIDENTIAL

Sub ject: Interrogation of Japanese Prlsoners rescued at sea off

Midway on 19 June, 1942,

16, The December 7th attack on Hawall was carried out by the
forces meviously determined, including six aireraft carriers.

17. The HIRYU did not take part in the Battle of the Java
Sea. It did take part in the Battle of Ceylon, however. Through fur-
ther interrogation 1t 1s believed an almost exact schedule of at least
CarDiv 2 since the beginning of the war may be obtalned.

18. Ensign Mandal stated that there is no CarDiv 3. A seeming-
ly most alert and intelligent petty officer stated that CarDiv 3 con-
slsted of the RYUJCU and HOSHO and that CerDiv 4 consisted of the ZUIHO
and SHOHO. Conmmander Elso sald that he did not know what ships were
in CarDiv 3, but that he thought that the RYUJO and JUNYO made up Car-
Diwv 4. This point may be cleared up through further interrogation. The
composition of CarDivs One, Two and Five are as we previcusly estimated.

19. There had been no carrlier "RYUKAKU". The carrier that we
have been calling "RYUHAKU" which was sunk in the Coral Sea was the
"SHOHO", formerly the submarine tender TSURUGIZAKI. The ZUIHO was the
alster of the SHOHO and was converted from the submarine tender TAKASAKI.
These two ships were sald to be less than 10,000 tons, probably about
8,000 tons.

20. No one kmew much concerning the carrier HIYO., It may be
that this ship, which 1s possibly a sister ship of the JUNYO, has not
been completed as yet. It 1s belleved that the JUNY0 and HIY0O are con-
verted carrlers.

21. The tonnage of the ZUIKAKU was said by all to be between
20 and 30,000 tons. It was admitted that the SHUKAKU had been damaged
in the Battle of the Coral Sea and 1s now in Kure undergoing repairs.

22. The information regarding converted merchantmen was rather
confusing, but it appears definite that there 1s a converted carrier
called the "KASUGA MARU". It is probable from various statements made
that several other large passenger liners have been or are being con-
verted into alrecraft carriers.

23. The intelligent petty offlcer mentioned above also stated
that & sister ship to the battleship YAMATO called the "MUSASHI" was
being bullt In the Mltsublshi Yards in Nagasakl. He was quite definite
about this and further stated that he thought the YAMATO had been tuilt
=t the Eura Navy Yard. Ensign Mandal mentioned a carrier called the

AOTAKA".

i

Regraded Unclassified



/ UNITED STATES PACIFIC FL-ET

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF ARV
A8/(37)/IAP /(26.2)
Serial 01848
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SubjJeet: Interrogation of Jepanese Prisoners rescued at sea off
Midway on 19 June, 1942,
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24. The battleship division organization is as has been estimated,
except that the YAMATO may not be asslgned to any division.

25. Vice Admirel Chuichi Nagumo was stated to be the Commander of
the First Air Fleet and ComCarDiv One. Viece Admiral Nobutaka Kondo
Commander-in-Chief Second Fleet., Vice Admiral Inouye Commander-in-Chief
Fourth Fleet and Rear Admiral Tamon Yamaguch!l ComCarDiv Two. Note that
Yamaguchi was Naval Attache in Washington at the time of the Farnsworth
case.

26. The destroyers KIKUZUKI and MIYATSUKI were sald to be in
DesDiv 23. One prisoner had served in the NOJIMA a ship of about 600
tons which 1s on patrol duty in the Yangste River. Another had had
duty in the tanker HOTORO, about 8,000 tons, which he says 1s no longer
in use. Another had served ih the destroyer TADE which he says is now
a training ship. The destroyer HAITAI was sald to be in the 29th Div-
islon., A destroyer "HAYATE" has been carried in this division.

27. The Commander-in-Chief of the Combined Fleet in the YAMATO,
along with battleship divisions, are thought to have spent a great amount
of time at Hashirajima since the beginning of the war, Hiroshima Bay at
this place 1s a small island-locked bay, ideal for the protection of
shipa from submarine attack and the entrances to this bay are reported
to be mined. There are no navy yard facilities here.

28. These prisoners are being transferred to Pearl Harbor. It
is believed that much more valusble information can be obtained from

them.,
C. W. NIMITZ
Copy to:
Comsowespac (2 coples - 1 copy for BELLCONEN).
Comsopac (1 copy)
Combat Intell., 14ND (1 copy)
CaT'Fa 11 tl Q'DPFJ
C.T.F. 18 (1 copy)
C.TeFs 17 (1 copy)
C.T.F. 18 (1 copy)
CO0PY
-
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| 20 11 53
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SO

Froas The Comuander-in-Chief, United states Freific Fleet.
- 3 - “he Louaander-in—Chief, United Ltates Fleet,
Subject: ~attle of .ddway - advance ideport of,

Lnclosures: Eng CO _GTLEFHISL Serial 0133 with Track Chart.
d) CO LNTAPAISE Serdal 0137 with Track Chart of alp
attack Group.
(C) Statemsnts from various _irine Corps air Personnel
Irom lddway,
éu; extracts from Commnication Logs,
&) Hemorandun from Hesr acmiral Sprusnce with several
memoranda attached,
(F) Patrol Report of U,..5. [ AUTILUS.
(G) CO HUNT Serisl O0l& with Track Chart, ete.
(H) Comcrupae Ltr of 1L June 1942,

L, A3 on advance report on the attle of Adwsy unclosures
are lforwmarded herewith,

2. The report is being transsitted to the Gommmndant, Twelith
Haval Ddetriet, in the custody of Commwnder Jeter, with the request that
the Cocaandant, Dielfth linval Listrict dispateh it imedintely via officer
messenger Lo the Coawnder-in-Chinf, United Stites Fleet,

3. “hie enclorures hiave just arrived and nre Lelng forwarded,
without delay for amnslysis, in order that the Comsanc ar=-in-Chief, United
States Fleet, a0 have fixwediate wetails concernin; toe battle, These
reports give only # partisl picture of events in the Lottle of ddwnuy.
when 411 cecounts are available it oy e possiole to deterndine whether
&4 Or 5 Japonese corriers were involved and how “any ships of the eneay's
navy were sunk in this decisive victory,

L. 4 complete report piving o couprensnsive account of the
oetion with coumente by the Con umnter-in-Chiel, Facific Fleet, will be
forwarded ms soon as Lhorou;h study can be mnde of the engupeuent.,
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w?/nﬂcl-:ﬂ?o-hl U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE

Lt ol '_T'r'f_nL At Jea,
- June 8, 1942

Fromi The Coumanding Officer. :
Tot The Oommander-in-Chief, U,3, Paeifio Fleot.
Viat Corriander Task Foree Sixteen.

(Rear .dmiral R.i. Spruance, U,3, Navy).
Sub jeott Battle of ldway Island, June 4 = 0 -

lteport of. g S
Referonoet (a) irticles 712 and 874, U,3, Nevy

fegulations, 1920,

Lnolosurest !gt Trxk Chart, .
Fhotographs of en ‘CA, damaged in
the aotion of erg. 15“-
(C) Lxoeutive Officer's ieport,

L. PRELDIDIARY,

1. On the afternoon and evenin: of Jure 3, 1942
L o poneral situction prior to thc battle wus as follovs (tiues
tirougiout are sone plus 10): Task Foroce Joverteor and Task
forze Jixztcen had previously rendezvoused in the rencral violnity
of “*Peint luek®, approxinately 350 ulles northecst of sddvey
Zeland and were operatin: in thut area closing . idway during
darimiesa und opening; during the day, renaining cast of t'e
longitude of . idway, Uoth Task Foroes had eorinletad fuells;:
to capaelity und the ollers despatched to thelr rendezvous. e
donlor Officer Iresent ..float and Officer in Tuotical Co .uend
was in YORKTOWI. The two tusk forces were separated but wers
wit in visual contact, They were operutins independently but
penerally oconforming in their ovemonts. ..t 1150 cource waas |

¢ anged to 210°T, toward a 0630, June 4, rendezvous (31* 30' I
176° 30" W) designatod by Cormunder Task Foroe 17. .t 1812

a radio nessage from Flight 312 to iadio  ddway was intercepted
"g eneny destroyers Z cargo veassels course 020 apeed 137,

F at 2000, June 3, 1942, AITERI'RIJE, Tlagship of
Cov.ander Task Force 16 wus in poaltion 33" 16% II, 175° 44! 1
in the center as gulde of Crulsing Disposition 11-V, axis 270 N
course l1l00°7T, apved 15 imots und zigzasin: acocordins to ilan
iimaber 7. oind south 9, olouds owauwlus 7, vilalbillivy 30,

pea 8 100th,

e == = Regraded Unelassified




WWIV-III U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE _
At Sea,;

June &, 1942,
Sub jeot: Battle of lidway Island, June 4 - 6, 1942,-
Report of,
3. The following significant messages were received

during the night of June 3 - 4:

M: from Flight 44 to Radio .ldway "large .Mni
oroes bearing 281°T, distance 500 oourse 080 speed 13 x
ten ships®.
0734 - from Flight 58 to Radio ddway "eneny ocarrliers®,
= from Flight 58 to Radio !Udway "uany planes
Uidway bearing 320 distance 1507,
= from Flight 92 to Radio !ddway “2 carriers and
ps bearing 320° distance 180 course 135 speed 25",
m = from Commiander Task Foroe 17 to Coumander Task
oe 16 ﬁmm southwesterly and attack enemy carriers
when def

tely looated”,
I, T LOTIGN.

June 4, 1942, Wind SE 5, oclouds oumulus 4, visibility 50,
sea amnocoth,

Iine
0906

Co.yuenced launohing attack group of 33 V3B, 14 VT, 10 VF.
15 V3B armed with one 1000 1b, bomb eoaoh.,

12 V3B armed with one 500 1lb, bomb and two
100 1b, baabs aach.
6 VSB armed with one S00 1b, boub each,
14 VI'B armmed with torpedoes,.

1015 - Type 97 enemy twin-float seaplane sighted bearing 180°T,,
distance 72,000 yards. Oambat latrol falled to find
tiis plane although radar and lookouts confirmed its
position.

1129 - 1132 - Launched 8 VF for second Canbat Jatrol,

1145 = 1152 - Landed first Combat latrol & VF,

1202 -~ Cousander NTLRI'RISE .Ap Group sigited Japanese Foroe
gouposed of 4 CV, 2 5B, 4 CA, ¢ DD,

1220 = VT oo ..enced attack; rrobably one hit on CV,.

1222 - V3B cowienced dive bobing attack; two (2) CV badly
danaged with uany direct bomb hits, left in flanes,
josition of enemy force, Lat. 30° 05' 1/, Lons, 176° 50 .

1244 - 1247 - Launchod € VF for third Combat .atrol.

1855 - Couwuenced landing VF esocort,

-u-l-
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:v?;..m-:sfl?u-nﬂ U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE

0133
PR TIneT T At 3ea,
[Ty Im E. 1‘“'
Jub jeot: Battle of idway Island, June 4 - 6, 1942 =-
Heport of.

13168 = 1329 = Landed seocond Combat Tatrol 8 VP,

1337 - 1340 - Launched 8 VF, fourth Combat Patrol.

1405 = 320 enemy planes reported bearing 310° ooming in.

(Attack on YORKTOWN followed).

1410 - Completed landing attack Upe

1433 - 1438 - Launched & VF, fi Combat Fatrol.

1437 - 1438 - Landed 5~D-3 and 5-B-16 (YORKTOWN planes).
YORITOWN pllot reported YURKTOWN in bad shape. Heavy
snoke seen f{rom YORKTOWN,

1442 - 1448 - Landed 5-B-7, B-B-8, 5-B-9, 5-B-10, E—B—}.l. 5-B-=14,
5-D-15 (YORKTOWN planes). . 3

1451 - 1459 - Landed 5-F-2, 5-F-3, 5-F-8, §-F-Bl, 6-B-4, 6=B=8,
5-B-8, 5-B-1l, 5-B-13, 5-B=17 (YORKTOWN planes).

1504 - 1805 - Landed 5-F-10, 5-F-15 (YORKTOWN Planes).

1539 - 1541 - Launched 6 VF, sixth Caombat Patrel., -

1547 - 1559 - Landed third and fourth Combat Patrol, 16 VF.

1610 = VF shot down seaplane® tracker 80 miles south of our foree.

1648 - Received message from YORKTOWN soout, "1 OV, 2 BB, 3 COA,
4 DD, 31" 15' N, 179° 05' W, oourse , Speed 15,"

1730 - Coiwenced 1|unul'11n.g ssoond attack group ocomposed of

24 V3B.
11 V3B armed with ome 1080 1lb, bomb sach.

13 V38 armed with one 500 1b, bomb each,

1742 - 1752 = lLanded fifth and sixth Combat Patrols 10 VF.
6=F=12 lMaoh., Warden missing and reported to have landsd
in water out of gas, Ailso landed 3 VF and 3 V3B from
YORKTOWN, Landed 6-3-16 from Attack Group.

1835 - Combat ratrol (6-F-1 shoet dowm 4-engine u:::i seaplane,).

1542 - 1846 - Launched 12 VF for ninth % Fa . !

1660 - 18568 = Landed § VF of seventh Combat Patrol. Also landed
mﬁw‘“‘m 34 of 1 OV, 2 BB, § OA, 4 DD,

1908-it ase o0 oompose ’ » "
position Lat. S1° = 40' N, Long. 179° - 10' W, Lef%

1 CY and 1 BB severely and masa of flames.

19026 - 1930 - Landed 2 V¥ of eighth Combat Patrol and 1 VF from
YORKTOWN .

1668 - 2005 - Launched 20 VF for tenth Ocmbat Patyol,

2008 - 2034 - Landed 20 VSB of Attack Owoup, (3 4id not retumm).
Landed 9 VF of ninth Combat FPatrol, Landed 2 VF of
Combat Fatrol,

2034 - Completed landing attack group.
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HMAHIIN-M U. S. S. ENTERPRISE
s A By
June U, 194i,
ey
rubjees: Battle of Midway Ioland, June 4 = 0, 1945 =
Repart of

L]
- O . O O e e W e . e - e o o e e s o s W e

4l = 2058 = Londed 17 VP of tenth Combat iatrol.
£150 = Landed 1 VF of tenth Combat ratrel, L8t plane nnded,

During the night June 4 = O discvance from | 1l may of
approximately 160 milem ae maintained by steanin: e.st and
north and them retracin: .he traok,

b 0, L9
ind SE 9, elowds ounulus 9, visibllity 20, nea em oth,

1028 = 1029 = Launchad 1:V" for rirst Combut . utrel,
of patrol.
13 § = 130! = Launchsed & VI for second Combat  atirol
1315 = 1318 = Lapnded @ VI" of first Combat /'utrol.
1416 - 1619 - L.unded Second Combat Putrol ¢ VF,
17C0 = Oommemsed lauueching attaek group posed of 3L V.D
lm. m. ﬁ‘-ﬁ. ‘lr1*41| Ghjlﬁti" hmm: 'J"i'.
4 BB, 3 CA, 4 DD, \o0ltlon of objective given us at
Lat, 32° = 00" N, Long. 1799 = 32 ', course 310,
[ 12 knots. ( pproximate distance ectim:ted to be
miles),
32 V8B with one BOO 1lb, bomb eagh,
4030 - Objeotive not found, ./ ttecked 1 CL position lLut,
- 00 N, Jﬁt;du’?“ 00* B, Damage undedermined,
5088 = 2100 = Landed Jombat ratreol.
8308 -« Oompleted lunding roupj 30 VSB plus 5 VUi {rom HOANET,

Dur the June b - 0, the cocurse was ZB0PT, the
speed 18 r and 3 Vlaa Nunber 6 was follom! dur

duRe G. L%
/ind SW 16, clouwds eumulus 2, vlsibility 50, sea amooth,

0798 « Launched sgarah of 1B VLB to searsch ~clutive
ssstor .'l.-‘ - ﬂdoﬁi distance 200 milss,

18 V5B with one BOO 1b. bomb sach,

Four of these landed on IIOINET.

Fourtesn roturmed with bLomba,
Launshad firot Jombat fTutrel 6 VF,

=i=
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0V6/AL6=3/(60=Br) U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE
( o138 )

at Jea,
Jllﬂl E' 1'4“.
g
3ub jeot: Battle of !ldway Island, June 4 - 0, 1943 -

Report of .

0759 - Landed 6-B=17 = Deferred foroed landing. ;

0845 - B-B-2 (operating from EINTERFRISE) contaoted enemy,
1 ¢v, 5 Do, position Lat, 29° - 33% Ii, Long. 174" ~
course 270%. !

0930 (about) - Contact report on enemy - 2 GA, 2 DD, Lat,

m' l..

2a® - 55' N, Lomg. 173° - 10' £, course 215°, speed 15.
Qontact by E-B-B and reported l':]r messago Arope
0952 - 0954 - Launched 6 VF second Combat ratrols
0959 - 1009 - Landed first Combat I'atreol 8 VF,
1015 - 1039 - Landed 14 VJB fram morning searol,
12351 - Launched 8 VF third Combat l'atrol. ;
1245 - Coomenoed launching attack group gompoged of 31 V3B,

S Ve, 12 V¥ )Eo-.ltinn of objective given as of 1350,
Tat, 29° - 53' 1, Long. 175° - 35' E, course 270°,
speed 15 knots, armed as follows:

%] VsB with one 1000 1lb, bomb eagh.
3 VI'B with torpedoes. :

13513 - 1316 - Landed second Combat latrol, 6 V¥.

1350 - Commenced attack, dive bombing and VF strafing. VT aid
not attack, Damage: left 1 Ci (MOGAMI) severely
damaged and aflame, 1 CL damaged, 1 DD damaged with
minor exnlosions. (lote: There was no in tids group.)

1527 = 1615 - Landed tuird Caombat Patrol, & V¥, (HORIET took
over Combat iatrol). Landed 10 of Attack Group.
Landed 28 V3B of .ttack Group. Two HORNET planes and
6=-B-1 landed on HORIMET, -

Landed 3 VIB of Attack Group with torpedoes, attack
not completed.

1753 - Launched 2 VJB for photographie flight of above damaged
ships. Ihotographs are Enclosure (B)s

1829 - 1833 - Launched 12 VP for fourth Combat iatrol.

1844 - Landed 6-F-7, Could not retract wheels.

1950 - Landed §=-I'-26, Deferred forced landing.

2100 - Landed fourth Combat ratrol.

2107 - Reeovered photographie group.
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JAshe Lot 2u.per
eTl LEodr, bese Lindsey, A, CILSIAT, C.Te, 272 43 11,
O, Ui,
6Ta 28s sele iombach,i=V(I'), URR, mmgﬁ...r.&m 15 33,
JRiBo, Ude
280 90 80, U,
o9 inse Helie ‘older, .=V(7), UIR, URLNA, Gede, 300 32 99,
e, U 5 N,
6TA0 Lt, « Ve Zy, Ui, LIJ-‘.J'}'.Q?‘!.L“-.R.. 223 43 09,
! JM o
6TAE  ins, T.0. 0dges, A=V(M), URIR, n-.rt-_hn:'r. .y 360 45 44,
¥ ’ 'L| -
BTLS Lt, i'sde Rllay, il LUSIDILIT, Lede, 268 B0 T4,
ARiBe, UM,
6TA4 ane. J. s Jrock, U, NBLIMDELL, J.lle, 410 41 6,
ARIBe, Ui,
ﬁ'ﬂ Lt‘iﬁ] Ll mm' .!J:O Lmrdl-ﬂ. .-.F|| 3313 =g m'
-h’-'lml !Jl-z:‘
ﬁm iy Lot -‘lm'ﬂh-'u- u::- duﬁm' :t:—--‘ m “ “. -~
-6 = Rde, UXR. 7

e/ 16=3/(c0=57)
(' o138 ) U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE

4 ‘am,
COUFIDERTIAL e e
sub jeots Dattle of = idway Islaad, June 4 = 6, 1942 =
‘leport of,.
1. The attack delivered up n eneuy carriers b

the torpedo O&ml of our forees is bellieved to be without
mn.u.:i for determined wnd courageous action in the face of
overwielning odds, 1hese crews vere observed to oo ieice t eir
attack agalnet leavy anti-aireraft fire fronm the enemy carriers
and supporting vessels while nfpoud -y zero flghters

{n large numbers. 1he caneuy righter opposition was 80

and effective that ten torpedo planes out of fourteen of
Torpedo Jgquadron LIX 414 not return, It ls recocended that
the llavy Cross be awardsd to easch pillot and guuner of Torpedo
dquadron SIX who partliolpeted in ti.is bold and heroic attack,

. separate letter containing detalils of all alrorult attaocks
and speeifio recmi.endations for awards will be pub.itted.

jersonnel losses in tha Ailr Croup were lunv{.
Jeot to

de
particularly Torpedo 6. .. susary %o date wilch is sub
final check is as follows:=

|
|
|
|
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:.uf.uu-a lﬁ?-ari U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE

L 00,

s me,. Jells Vanmen, A=¥{N) JUDR, 1_;-;‘
- ' -

Cﬂ‘f;"m cieiiak June ©, 1942,
sub Jeets Jattle of idway Island, June 4 = 6, 1942 -
Aeport of,
' '--ﬁ----l.-bh--—---—--------i‘ﬁ'--
| SUBL0 ol
~hsne llok Juaner
60 Lt(Jg) ek, Roberts,i-V(l),Udii Mf. u';:" 376 01 oo,
a .
m m.- J-.j. m. h""[ail.wﬂ. I.t:rfﬂ-;";fﬂi' ml 1’ W’
MiSe, U,
616 s, T.Y¥, Solnelder, .~V(li),UdiR, ° jLEE'. u'%f'}ﬁ 300 09 o8,
L
cHo ne. Seie Creens,a-V(lN), UZIR, URITLAN, Gele, 401 42 22,
Ri30, UMR, .
6311 ine, TeWe Rmmsay, i=V(N),UdiR, DUFC. ?.iohh a7é 06 BO,
Al
em3 isl(jg) 7+7s Vaniuren, U, Imld .Ifr-ji 3&2 o2 8o, I
Qy .
6314 EnsJdiWTe Vendivier,a=V(11), &R, JHITEY L.:g.. 263 21 96, ]
J‘.i' *
6M15 s, Oeile Goldsuith,i-V(H),UMR, ! -.mn_.rz' ufﬁ:" 376 83 15,
¢nl8 =ns. BeJ, Varias, A=V(N), UDNR, ‘;.a[l a, ﬂ-R.&TSH 65 07,
ml
633 #ns, FeT. Weber, i=V(l), UAE, %.Mazﬁ: s02 18 69, l
SSOURING Slh
6.3 in8e Joie Hoborts,s=V(l]),UliRe ..m:g'ﬁ.: E'a..i' 202 20 14,
6A5 ins. JeRe doSarthy,A~V(K) Uark. z:mqﬁ.t.:; iﬁ;l':' gez 11 71,
68 ines Sedy reirfer, P'{chus-‘:li JE3K, r;u.ﬁ;:“ 18 “l
6.4 Lt. Caile ware, Ui 4 m » Wellsy 207 o22 ﬁ'.
6.5 anse Folle 0 Flaherty, A=V (1), VAR ml ul :: 20 08,
Do
630 inee Faie shelton, m-TIIIhUJ!l- I - ﬂj ll.
6idé Inse Je0, Lough, «~T(X), USRe o ‘!.":'l -
T
- -
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sub jeatt jattle of ldway Island, June 4 - 0, 1042 -
eport of.

- Areraft losces us the rosult of 3 days action:
Iorpede ois Dureon Mo, (Ten (10))
6T1 = ThD=1 Cause
éT8 - TGD=1 1312
876 = THO-1 0566
8T7 - TiD=1 c294
oT8 - TiD=l 03e7
6T - TOD=1 0378
§T10- D=1 0342
6T1R- TUD=1 03€8
6T13- TuD-1 1508
6T14~ iuD-1 o3a7 :

Loubing ol Buresy o, (even (11))

6533 - LHD-3 4602

GBS - 3DD-3 4501

8BG = 1002 2153

487 - LBD=3 46328

0DE - LBD=3 2106

6L = LB3D=-8 2123

6011~ BD=3 4620

0013~ LND=2 2100

CDl4- 3D=8 2128

CB15= S3D=3 4542

6D18- ;3D-2 2145

soouting Gk Dmemilies (iine (9))

631 = SHD=3 03207

6iS = LDD-3 5524

634 = SBD-3 03206

636 = SBO-O 05234

636 = 3BD-3 03225

GulB-~ LDD=3 4800

cild- SHD=8 4012

6315 -uHD-8 4618

Iighsing Jix  Bugegy jios, (Ome (1))

6F18 - V4F-4 soes o
-B - G

Regraded Unclassified
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PLEprngam gug gusn :L‘i“al 1042
CHlI"-'I‘L.J;-Q ' HI-L g

sub jeets sattle of ldway laland, Juie 4 = 6, 1948 -
laport of,

-----—'--.--‘ ------ - e e o o as wm e - e - -

de Amunition expended) |
~Xpouded
g7 1l00t=1b, bomba
o7 B0U=1b, bombs
EE 100=1b, bamba
n
b

45,000 +50 oaliber
iﬂ.ﬂﬂb «+30 pallber

B. Jteps have been taken to rovlenish iir Group
losses of persomnel and material,

G, e ship, altiiough subjected to threat of alr
attack on several mmim- experienced no =motual attao: and
suffered no damage during actions on June 4 = 5 = 6,

7 it 1s ex dirrioult to detemulue the
extont of tho danage infll upon the enexy by .ITEURIIE, as
the air groups of all earriers, s well «s land bused aireraft
at didway, participated in continuous attacks on eneay units
th Emmm-«um Gased upen reports avallable
to @ RIS, 1t is ostinmated the following damage was inflleted
tpon the enemy!

3 oV's sunk.

1 CV on fire and badly drmaged (probebly
sank night of June 5).

1 G wreocled and abandoned.

e e efficlency of the sulp for war operations
is considered outatandlin all -mnitions of wur are oausldered

satlsfuotory.

Ou s [URRAY.

Regraded Unclassified



out tids support our attagck groups ure ocompleta at the meray
of Japunoas “U" fishters as demonstrated in the tiel @

wnt of Juns 4. .dequate support implies not only righters
guifleiont nuuusers out rlshtors at least tus egual to the enamy.

4. CULCLI STIUNISE Alr Group, both pilots and
cw.nars, displaysd e !,,-irl‘ of uttur fearlessusss, resclution and
usternination throuchout all sir aotions, This spirit, though
suarsd by pilots mau gunnors aliks, founc its highest expression
in tha wrscn of the Air Oroup Commander, LtComdr O.VW. leClusky, 7T.,
Le 'aive oo Juns 4, psrior to intereepting the main enemy foroes, it
wan hilus deeisica, and 4ls deolslon alone, that made the atteck
poasible wilen lead ic the Jdestructiecn of a major part of the snemy
forees. .t 13 tLo considearsd opinlon of the Commanding Orfioer
List thy sucoess ol ocur Tocroes ninged upon this attagk. Aany other
actlon o Lhe part of LtComdr MoClusky would inevitably have laad
to irreparebls loss to our foroes.

ha eutire 'R HISE Lir Group merits the highest
pralee oud commundation for & Lezardous Job well done. In separate

correapondaence, recor.sndations for awards and oltations will be
subizitted.

G.0. MURRAY

=18=

U. S. S. ENTERPRISE
v ﬂfilll"i“l 1\-"‘1—1‘]
mrial 0137
(4) ©ichter < : ‘e noed for adeguate righter
wsoort on -ﬂrr uLqu ﬁuim ounnct be overemphasised. ith-
i

Regraded Unclassified
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SORFIRRITLAL

JUBJIECT Alr Battle of the ruoirfio, June 4-8, 1942, Twport of.

- O O O R O G O O o W S B M o o o a o s e S ae O m e

E

1:.

57 - 1luu0 lb, bomba
22 - 10U lb. bLowbs

48,280 rds .30 oal. a:owunition
40,000 rds .5U oal, mmuunitlan

3. Wﬂ_ The following observations ianclient Lo the
foregoing operatlons are sulmitted:

(a) C i.e i lumerous contaot rogortas
initiated from the fouroces ut wey Lod & nogntive evaluatlon,
The sbsence of amplifyln: reports after the initlal countuot
roport was mede at OBlU, June 4, migbt Lave been disvstrous to
our foroes. Lack of amplificstion of oontucts snd ralluro of
“idway based planea to provide continuous tugtleul sgoutling on
June 4 and Juna 5 probably prevented complote destruetion of
speny furooad.

(b} Frou tho initlal contact with the wajor Jeupaneas
Foroa about 1E00 Thursdey, June 4 and durins subssquent alr ut-
taokas on thair diaparsed fcrees, no siroraft of our own [oroes
ware ocbserved at any tims in tle Limedinte wloinity ol L.ouse
Japansse Foroes, exoept own ocarrier vased sirersft, 1t l1s thare-
fore the coansldersd oplalon of the Comeanding (iTicer that all
damage %o anumy I'oroesd reported nereln was inposed by tua ir
Groups of Task Vorces 18 and 17.

(o) w: <ho dlsestrous loas i our
TBD's needs no further coument; 1t 1s earnestly hopsu LLet stape
will be taken to provide TH¥F's for all carrler .lr uroups

immediately. The SHD 1s oow obsclesgent aua %o 1%s al « apoed.
Vur fighters, FaF-4's, are camplsetely cutolas.ed by Jupanese
"0" riglhtars in speed, olimb, sani caseuverability. 1t la
reco:manded thet lmmadiaete cotion be taxen tu resedy tuls ia-

feriority.

=11
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SUSJECT: air SJattle of tue Jeoiflo, June 4-8, lvd2, raport of.

- oam e o O s W s e e s

wEe 4 i'arpoanel ..o
Vr=6 -m:ﬂ:rl‘_l_
Vi=8 7 7
V=8 i 21
VIi=-8 %%_ 10
i ZE

BNOTZ: In mddition, tha followline YOUnKTOWH
parsonnel were lost after Joining ihls vossel
June 4 and 5

- Es E S o o o o EE o e e e

LB9E.

Pllot -Jm#:l
June 4 VB=3 _; 'J:
June O V.i=86
i< §
"0* Swrmary of Y JUWISE iy Group ilune Logses.

V¥ i Fa4F=4 fout of fuel, landed ia water,

ilot recovarad).

iBU & pliota, 5 gunners recovered).

ep o=

NOTZ: In acditlon, 2 YUR:TCWN SHD's (VD=3 were
lost in the second attack lsunchbed June 4 and another

3BD (V3=0) June 5, Total 3.
"H* Damage Jaflioted on Japenege Floet.
damaged and burning, all of whish may
have sunk later.
Dadly damaged.
Damaged.
Badly damaged.
aireraft destroyed in air combat as follows

(KAGA, AXAGI, and HIRYU Class) severely

oV
BB
CA (MOCALT Class) severely demaged and aflame.
CcL
oD

1l Nekajima dive b—hr‘ 1l swin-Tfloat 97 seaplana
a9

fighter, 2 single-floa
.'1 Kessorsehmitt type fighter and 16
ﬂnl r

eplanes, 4 torpede

5 ov BiEE Betesely Gamged by TCRKTON (VB-3) is

addition to the 3 CV's soumerated above.
ported by YORKTO.N pllots operating from
BT R/RISE efter firet attack).

=) O

(Re=




U. S. S. ENTERPRISE
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JUBJ CTs Air Dattle of tua issifie, .une 4=0, 1242, report of.

(1) ~urinz the entire dayli;Lt poriol of tLle on=

gagenent , 4=0 Juns, combut potrols were con Ltad by Vit ub
migh and iatermediete altituies. (n June 4, the 2oy of lntsnse
alr operatious, & total of 9§ patrols were Tlcwi. t 1400, June &,
one liakanjime 97 &lve bo-ber sacoper was shot lowtl.e % 1830 a
gombinsd Jdive bomblng mad torpedc stbace with the Y.'.Te 1. a8
objesotive wap intaroepted by cur rireu petrol with tue followiog
resulta: one enemy VT plane, apyroacuing sl oue reat, s.ot Jdowa
on seoond rua; cne twin float liakajine 97 aen,lsns ti ktar, on an
opposite oouras abova, oxploded; (filsuter piles rejporta snaloy B
1 bundle attagisl Lo .arneas of oLuts of pilot who Lad bnilad
mﬁl; two 0" fighters {n seetloa for=mstlodn, raar plune woaving
beck and forth gttagkad by onm of our fL-hters and oo Lreocurs
were sesn by tlo wine ea ha wentb {ntc e wertioal olinb louving
tha seotion leader 2 mltting shot rodns down ln Ilaros; our
fightar pilet, continulng Lis dive, sightoad an sneay Vi plano at
Sghfut and shot 1t down {n one short burst; two saditional V7

snas wers shct down by anothar gorbet patrol pllot; three oobat

trol pllots in 1nitial attack on two "U- righters fallud to nooount
or ths J and in ensulng dog=right were Lo mntoh for tha pePe
fornange the =0's®, <They were savad fro, enbarrassuent by
frisndly planes wiil &o altitude advactege who alot both '0'a”

downl.
(g) sbout 1800, WO gegtiona of ponbat patrols ware

yeotored to intaroalt ‘bories® in the vioinity cf ¥ 1270 L. LIS
single float seaplane reooanaissange vad intores;tod and ashol lown

after ropesated runs. ncther gonbat patrol pllot, altsr ean aa-

tended ohase and aftor expedding a large gmount of wmunitlon,

ghot down o paaond alagle-{lcat seaplens. [ha cORpara ively fust

speed enl sxtremo sanouvarability of tlielr seuplane to LD
offers a difficult turgst fur the witwneuvereble , over=

od Y4F=4 Surins this day's oporations, "1=0 phot J4own &
e cf 9 -l:ln;r plunes avelunted as rullnu;: 1 loke)lmas dlive

bomber, 1 twin-rloat 07 seaplane righter, 2 single float moaplunes,
1 "o" Mﬂl. and 4 torpedo planes.

-9=
U
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S BIECT Kir Dattle of the Fmeoifle, June 4=8, 1942, report of.
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LT 150 at 13156 and olimbed slowly to about 22,500 fees,
mansuvering to lose time to permit the VT planes to effeot
renuszvous., adio or sight contact between VT pid WEB sas never
attained. 7Les sttaok gsroup passed the enemy formation, 2 heavy
oruisers, 2 destroyers, up sun at saximus altitude, and searched
ahiead for sbout 30 miles. The wisibility was exeelleat bDut no
vessels ware sighted alwad., At this time the acocmpanying VF
planes identifiad the larger ships of the formation as battle-
sLige and tlus attack group returned and started a 1-:!.:pnlllll
from about 21,000 feet from out of the sun and down « A%
ubout tiis tins, the UIC ordersd the group %o expedite attask,
la the weantima, ones of the VB squadrons had dsparted from the
sonreh ahead and sbout 1350 attacked tha rear heavy li\;.im.
Until tldls time the ensmy formetion was on course £40°T, speed
about 26 knots. As the las: ship was attacked she made a right
turn; the leading vessel followed her movemsnts and headed dowa
wind. Uy this time the squadron was in about a 709 dive at about
14,U0u feet cu t.9 leadlng neavy crulser. The vessel put up a
neuvy strea. of automatio gun flre, but thils was considerably
reduced aftar %he first bomd hit. Five direot hits were seored
and two olose misses. TuLe target (KOGAMI Class CA) was dead in
tha water, burning, and smitting heavy black smoke when last
sichted., CLe seoun. orulser (CL) was also smoking heavily but con-
tinued underway leaving en oil slick. 3he was esoorted by the
two destroyers, oourse 270%, speed 10 knots.

(4} six VF strafed eson destroyer %o polant blank
range knooking off huge pleces of metal, csusing s small sxplesica
and o fire on each ship. About 4,000 rounds of .50 caliber were

expanded on eamch shlp.
() Our Oroup sustalned no losses or danage.

(86) At 1753 a photographlie group of 2 V3B was
launoied for photo misselom ovar burning Leavy crulser (MOGAMI).
Thin group landed sboard at 2107 after a sucocessful flight. A
gloss serutiay of the axeellent photographs, tis observatiocas ef
an axperienced photographer, and a direet comparisos with eur
& iuoh oruisers, leads to the firm belief that this MOQAMI Class
hsavy orulser ls in reality & battle oruiser of at lesast 20,000
tons, sounting 11 or 1d lneh guns.

¢
W
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sigzagged to avold attack prosect an elusive target and
firin; a large volume of anall eall and anti-airerart rire.
I'o direet basd hita ere observed with one posaible and

* ®
orsiis-s(10-110) U. S. S. ENTERPRISE
0137
COFIDITIAL .

(2) cur loss sustained durlns this attaek wvas ono
mmmwwﬂn.mummmﬂd

(3) see "Soarch (Third) Attagk” on tramox ghart
of imelosure (A).

" » A Atte of =

launohing ")

200 miles. At 0048, plane DR, operating froo the 27 MrRINE,
sontacted ad reported an onel foroc of 1 carrier, W.
poaition latitude 09=33 17, Jongitude 174-30 1, ooursq .

roturn from gsearch this plane resoaces on deel: ver
provious , then landed abo ‘omTT,. later interrogation
of the pllot dlsclosed that hwo toant a battloahip anf © dostroyors
instead of 1 ocar-ier, § destroyerad.

- {8) At 12345 an attaok gnu.) was launehed conslstling
1

of 31 1D's, armod with 1000 1b. asoond fuse bads, 9 TAD'a |

vith torpodoes and 13 V¥ for > .-unumﬁ:a%gohn at |

1360, Latitude RG=33 T, longitude 1 u, course 2709 T, |

10 mots. |
(3) Soon ufter launehln:, orders were trargnitted

to attaek 1 voloe radlo %o searon for snd attask bhattle- ‘

ghip bellieved about 40 nlles ahoad of forve ot

asgicned as targets and that 3 tor odo plases - be Lomohad

to joln attaol Zroup. The attack gro.p departed fron

(1) At 0710 m searo’ Croud of V3B 1-ted |
to soaroh A relative sector of mf.ran- uaﬁ'p distanso \
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separated by sever = rdlos. Deyond, and to the south, the attack
group sighted three larce colums of amoke near the soene of the
first enfasonent. At 1005, from an up-sun poaltlion, 19,000 feet
altitude, the uttao: started. At this time enemy =O" ters
appearsd, estinated betw.en 6 %o 1B, and attaocked 4 the push-
over, fnllowed down and attacked after pull-out. The at i
(24 'BD's) split the attack between the earrier (30WYU Olass .
an unldentlified bat*leshilp. 5ix direot hits were observed on the carrier
and 2 on the batileship. An accurate count of hits ir again impossible
due to the flascs and resulting: wwke, The carrier was aflames from bow
to stern. One 0D was shot dowm by "0" fighters prior to dive and 3
SHED's were shot down after pull-out. anti-alreraft fire was
enaountersd durins dive and after pull-out. Three planes returned with
holes fr~- 20 ym and snall caliber machine-—gun fire from the =0*
fighteru, sakin: them inoporative for further operation., At 2034 the
attack group oonpleted landing operations aboard EFTRERPRISE, Losses
were as follows:

8 SEHD's FB-! planes from YORKTOWN)
1l 3BD ?Il—ﬂp‘hnilrﬂ-!ﬂm:ﬂ]

(3) cee "JSecond Attack" track on trasck ehart of
Lnelosure (A).

"0* Seareh (Third) Attack, June 5, 1942

(1) On the basl Mammmtnm, ’H!,
an attaokx consinting of 38 SHD's (VS-6, VB=8, 0
completed launehins at 1738, Objective was a danaged oarrier,
battleships, ¥ heavy orulsers, and 4 dntruﬂrll l,;l'.\li.’l;.i.ml:l of
sbjcative at 1930, Latitude 33-12 X Loneit -48 T, The
attaclk [roup rﬂmln-d at low ultitmiu with 18 ngutl forsing a :
seoutins line. The group continued on oourse 324° T for 265 milass,
no contagt was nade, The oeiling was 13,000 feet, heavy overcast
above and general hazy visipility., Course was then u-%h 230°
T for 33 , then to 180" T, Shortly thereafter, at hgl
enemy light erulser (LATORI Class) was contacted on course

T, speed B0 lmots. Glimb to 11,000 feet was effeocted and attask
sormenoeds The light orulser Lmediately inereased speed and
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SUBTEOT: Alr Battle of the Faolflo, June 4=C, 1042, roport of.
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hgl“:!annmn by enery ships were so timed that 1t was
saible to o an advanta-eous point fron whieh to drep., Indl-
ocation of shipi' position 1s only approximate and incarplete na e

To o Squadron ooncentrated on the ocarrler ludleated. locurate

r%ﬂ shipe' positliona was salble due to thelr wide
separa and the 4lastreoction of pillots onused by fighters and untie-

aireraft fire., lletirenent and return to the carrler wera nade by
single plane units.

(9) The weather at the scene of this initlal attaok
was olear and visibllity excellent, with soattered ounulus olouds
from 1500 feet to 2600 feet, oeillng unlinited, The surface wind
wes B - 8 knots fron southeast wit!i sea rather caln,

(10) The number of enerny planes shot down by our attook

gu' is undetermined due to the heavy lossen suatained by our planed.
gsez in this initlial phase were ans Tollows:

1 PiF-4 (water landlng, out of pas; pllot
recoverad ).

18 5BD's (6 pilots and § punners recovered).

10 THD'a.

(11) See "First Attack" traock und "Torpedo Jlane"
track on track chart of Lnolosure (A).

“B* Segond Attuolk, June 4, 1042

(1) About 1630 a YORETON! uUlD (S-8<l5) on searel
nission made contast and reported an enerny force conaistli- of 1
ocarrier, 2 battleships, 3 heavy crulsers, and 4 destroyers poaitlon
Latitude 51-15 X, [tude 179-06 i, oourse 0007, spoed 20 ‘mots.,
This contaot was received about 1646. Upon campleilon of seareh, t'udas
plane and 7 additional sooute from YORXTOWN landed aboard LITIIITISE.

(2) At 1730 an attaek of 24 JHD's, (these
in reenforoements by YORKTOWN planes), 11 ammed with 1000
1b. ssoond fuse and 13 with 500 1b. boubs, was
la for attack on the foree reported ibove. rositlon of ener

was given, as of 1900, as Latitude 31-40 N, lonsitude 179=10 .ta A
1880 this foroe was sighted about 30 miles ahead on course 280°, apeed
20 knots., The heavy ships, each accompanied by a destroyer, were

T T e L e e e 1 e 8 i o i L i ] e s i il A S A A S —
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apply to all types of ahlps ln the tas< Ioree but appliesn
purtioulerly to ths carrisrs. (thsar shlpe of the task roroee
sansuversd independently anl Leoaze widely soparated.

(6) rorpedo syuadron ix attacsed nbout 1220, and
was subjeoted to Lle congsentrated Iire of ull types of surface
ships and pumarcus fightars of the "0" typa. (he torpedo atteock
nad bsan ocmpleted and the remelning planes were glear of all
soreaning vessels when the first boab from Lie diva bombers Llit
tis oarriers of ths task foroe, Jue loss of suoh a large aunbear of
torpedo planss (10) is attributed Lo Lue lsok of oovordinstion and
suyport by fighter escort, whion waknowingly, hed Jjoined up with
A0ATET VT squadron, leunched at about saws time, as well aa
attacks by numerous snemy fighters, approximately 25 in all. It
is believad few, if any, planes ware lost dua o untli-airoraft
fire. Fiighters attacked repeatsdly but would not press home an
sttock in ths fage of coourate rire [rom the frews Junaers who were
using the twin mount, .30 ouliber gun. Um tiis whole, uoti-airoraft
fire from surfece suips es elose but nut effective end it 1is
believed tLet anti-siroraft bursts were Lsed as a ‘fighter direator”
in that they appesred tc "polnt out” Lie approximate positlon of
attaoking planss to thelr [lghter putrol ino this manner.

(7) sprroaeh %o dropplag poalitions and retirement
after dropping wers suoh timt no eoourate sumuery oan be nads
of the individual direotions of ep rosel and vithdrawal. [he
initial part of ths approaci fron time of sighting %o the ti=e
when fighters attecked und anti-alreraft fire beoame intanse 1s
shown below:

NOTE ‘e fourtl carrisr was not seen by say
of the 4 Lorpedo plune pllots wio returnad fros the attuok,

T A
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(3) oerriers ware left severely damaged wish raging rires and
mountalnous elouds of amoke fillin. the porizon. 1% wes latar
loarned that Vi=3 fras YUUTOL arrived at aryroximately the
same time and sltaoksd ome of ths two remalning garriers.

(8) surin tie approsch and dlve LLoere was no
fighter opposition and cozmparatively light antl-elreraft rire,
due to torpedo plune situoks cormenolng prior to and sndlng
during ¢ive bonbing attmck. After pull out frum diveas, several
planes were attaczed by 'C" and Magsarsohaitt type [i-Lbters.
it is %o be noted that Japenves I[ighter plliots soan loatl to
press howe mA attaok when Two or more of our planes are Jjolned
up in formatior for autual srotagtion. sati-alroraft fire from
soreening vessels wens alsc caonoantrated on dilwvs bumbers while
retiring.

(&) “ichteen (l&) I0's felled to raturn rrom thia
rirst attask. (iJTC; Two pilots and two gunnurs ware reagovered
later tae sams daj snd four saditlonal pllots nnd Llires guw hoers
nave besn reeowared since). The exaot nunber shot down is
waknown. .t leanst 4 siditional pilots rejported by vociee redlo
they were about to lsad ln water and may eveatually be rescuad
by asearcl.in  patrel plenes. several ;lanes were badly dusagad
by surapnel and moeilne gun fire makin. taos unavallabls for sub-
aequent attecks.

; (5, W b U949 v.e torpsde atteok
group of 14 [BO"s and phter eseort of 1V 4k =-4"'s was luunched.

i Togusding indejandently, contact waa first node with aoemy
foroes about 120U, zcne # 10 time at an aliitude of 1000 feet
and & distance of ap, roximetely 30 miles, Learing 3209 froa the
asteoking groups % Lths time of initiel contaot tie esneny
appeared Lo bs cn s gouLrae 2700 and in tha aubasejuent ap,roassh
thelr course cLanged from 2709 to QUUY and bafors dropping point
was resohed, course hed been roversed to 160€, hos® Q.LaNgOR
course tnnhi-d the earriers to keep the siltecking torpedo plenes
eontinuousl, on tuolr quurter negessitating a loag pericd

wilel attacking planes were under antl-alroralt fron surfece
ahips sad attaok by rfighters. Thls maneuver Joes not strietly

!
i
i
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oTt Ar "at le of the iaoifle, Juno 4=0, 1943, roport ofs

---....-.-u----q-----t—--—------ﬂ

pxpooted Lnterceptlon no edntaot wag rade. /ith few broten olouds
o axoellent viaibillity, a thorough searah of the area was nade

1% nesative resilts. “he iir Jroup Jorsander naado the deolision

to fly a reverse course of Lia eney faree, sepuring that

'nd retired, (1. "3t This was the nost Lrpgpant gﬁnl.m of

antire aotinn.) fter flyin: 50 niles on oourse sontagt was

ade ‘rith & lone destrover or light erulser om a heasterly

sourse, e dlve Lomblos sroup then ghmnted to that sourse,

eant, asd 10 rdrutes later, at 1203, sontaot wan rade with a

Japanese strlking foree conslatlne of & carriers (definite), 2

battles ips, 4 orulsers, (or € erulsers), and @ destroyers,

osition ialitude 30-00'7, Loncitude 170=45 ', J1th broken

alouds and fron an altitude of 19,000 feet, positive identifisation

Al bat:tlesipa a:4l erulsera was imponeible. The Japaness fores

apreared to 1 a vildely & ggrated olreular disposition with

cagh carrler and saoxpanying vansels naneuvering radisally.

(2) At Mﬂmuﬂmmnﬁmmmi
41 altitide, the Oroup © sootion and VSe{ atteoking the
sarrier in ti@ nortsrest seetor and Y=t the ocarrier to the
Lredinte r:i.;:‘.*ut.:‘r ~ng00 are bolleved to have boan LAGA and AZAGL,
tpaon i htlns

. reaul’ fires

~acine an soouwmte oount irnosalble, Donhl-llﬁ six (oaoh armed with

11000 1%, bade, 1/100 second fuse) first ivision eamenoling

atianok on right hand oarrier wiloh me to be

lanos. Tils dlvision obtained at least shroe (3) dlreot hits and

is oarrier booare a nous of flanes and maolke, The second

atlviolon leader, delaying attael ntarily, observed mioses neay

on t.h.‘! gveral

left hand oarrier and dgolded tn dlve
‘ta with 1000 1lb. boabs were obhnerved with violent exploalions

resulting, The third division divided bdetwesn both
under attaok. its eanot be scoounted for, as only one pilot of
the third divieion returned. 'hen this a‘taek 'me , Whres
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U. 8. 8. ENTERPRISE

CVe/Ado=3(10=11%)
seriel CL37
June 135, 194.

Fromi The vormmnding vfficer.
Tet The Compumuder=in=Cl. ef, U, « Jaclfio Floet,
Via: Commsunder lask .orces .ixteeu.

(fAeoar .dnirnl heose Prunnos, L. e ovyje
VT ICT Alr Dattle of the ispifio, Juns 4=6, 1w, rapurt of.

Aaference: a) artielss 712 and 074, U. » liavy Logulotions 1l330.
h] Ges ZITHHIFT 1Y Conf. arlal Uldd of June &, l84c.

Tnelosure: (&) Treek chart of .4ir Attuoxs, June 4=8, lwds,

ds 1n reference (b)) a ohronologloal oarrative of tie mitle
of Lidway, based upon informatlon avallable at that tine, was sub-

mitted.,

B. in emplirieation of and supplsiwntary to tas rueport
coatained in referenes b, the followin. report of alr aitaeks,
condusted by T ULLISE Air Or during thw perlod June =38, 1wz,
against the Japanese "leet off way Island is subnmitted:

NOTS: Some dlsorepanoies will be nouved between [l ures
appearing herein esnd those oontained ln reference (b) with respeot
%o personnsl losses snd estimate of dansge inflietsd upon the
soemy. 1n the oase of psrsonnel, the [lgures glwen hersin are
esorrest for ths reason that sose personnsl were regoveresd after
submlission of referencge (b). ith regard to setimste of dawge
iarlieted upon eneay :.hl.p-' the figuree given in reference (b)
are the Comanding .ITioer's estimate of snemy damage, bLased upon
all infermation avellable to him, wherees the satianmtes of dasage

to o gontained ia this report are based upon cbeservatlons of
dauage oted on enemy by our own pilots.
"A* ZArsh ssnesk Juge 4. A%43
(3) i At 0908, June 4, 1942
the firet 0 8 (Croup coumander hﬂiﬂl.
V38, VB8) wes lasunched. about 0948, the Alr Or was oriered

%o progoeed on asaigned missieam. At 0930, the position of the
based on the 081U contagt report, was lLatitude 30-00 I,
fude 179-03 W, course 1380 speed &5 knots. At the time of
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Frea)
™ The Jeamanding Offieer.
L1 17 Condust of Bhip's daring Baills of Midway
- mn—m’ mr:liuhﬂlr,luli
1942, (Esme Plus 'l'nl
l..l Artiels m. v.8, ."r Beags. ig20,

June &, 1942, ENTERFRISE, esperating as a
miy o é Forve ' its u.r'uuu ia effeasive ﬁ:-.-uuul

The Exseutive Offieer,

nurl.-r Faree which launched am air
- m Island,

2., Oa Friday, June 5, 1942, the retreating enemy was
parsusd without making eemtaet with major umits.

. (a Baturday Juns, 1942, scout ratlioas
resul vad {l sontast wish l.lpcrtu{ -nlq'r mni:'u:r were repeatedly

attackhed.

b: The ship 1%self neither engaged nor was it attasied
Sy aaemy TeFess.

5e The eperations conducted were of a most advanoced mture,
including night eperatiems and the landiug on board and later
employment of alroraft from a damaged ocarrier,

6. The lessss of alroraft and personnel of the Alr Greup

ware heavy wut 2o serious injuries to psrsonnel coourred on board
the ship.

7. The ocondust of the offiocers and men of the Ship's

Cempany was sxsaplary. The eperations as a whole were oharacterised
by routine preeision and efficieney.

8. Fed welng Tesed with aly awergensy situation on beard
there were mo ipcidents requiring speeisl mention or coe=mendstion
of individuwals,




SIATEENT OF GAPTALN JOHN ¥, CANEY, US'C, VMF-221:

We had been on the alert before daylight. Then, the alarm came
sbout 6130 a.m, We all got into the air and there was a little mix-up
the Orummans as the places took to the alr. Fron the Radar we were
direated up to 310,...Msny bandits at 12,000 feet altitude. We went out
there and sontacted the. and there were about nineteen carrier dive-bombers
escorted by approximataly tem "Zero®™ [ighters. The dive-bombers were in
four and five plans "V"a and the "Zero" fighters were about 2,000 feet above
them. Thare were only thres of us.

!5

I went ghesd after the leadsr of the division of bombers and while
making the first run, an overhead approach on the divislon leader of the
dive-bouber formation, I got a bullet through the wind shield but continued
my attack and shot dosm the division lesder, Then I made an above side
approach on the center planes of the formation, hit the leader and think I
got one of them. Just then I gt shot through the right mee and left leg,
1 kept golng right down, got out of my dive and returned to Midway. I re-
turned with great difficulty and attempted to rmie s landing which ended
in a ground loop as I had & flat tire and could not control the plane bhecause
of the wound in my leg.

In

talking it over with the other pllots who returned they invar-
isbly had tangled with two to five "Zero™ fizhters and were unable to shake
them, The only meaneuver which would evade them would be a vertical dive

and then a pull=out at high spead just over the water,

The "Zero" fighters out-maneuvered, out-performed and out-eclimbed
the Brewsters and Orumans in sver respect, The only advantage the Hreaw-
sters and Orummans has was 1n arnor.

Whils the fighters wore attesmpting to stop the dive-bumbers and
intercept the onooning fighters, the Scouts and 3-17's had gone on out
farther to attempt to intercept the surface craft,

JO! F. CAREY,
Captain, U, 5, Larine Corps.
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STELAT OF CAPTAL: R. L. BLAIH, DENG, . ma-m;

Alars scundel st 0630, June 4th, ¥e took off and rendsgvoused at point
afirr, (Uewrls: Jero 90°, Dist nee--20 silas from Gestorn Island.) I was
‘iyan the sisnal to stteck (Seering 320", Distance 180 miles; we departed for
L & ene . flout,) Cur flisht couposed of sbout 17 SBD's under Major HENDERSON

and 12 S82U3"s under lajor NUK1S when we departed to complste our nission,

Upon wrrivin, at e ey position about ome hour and ten minutes later, we
si hted & lurge teak force, Jusl how sany we oould not maks out beocause of
tie Lewvy eloud foromtions, Thereupon Ve jor !ENUERSON gave the signal for the
First Divielon to attec. the First carrler, Captelsn TYLSH to attask the second
gurrier, The Second Divielon mede a direet hit and one (1) hit right alpng the
plates., ALl jlenes were equipped with 500 lb. bombe, Thirty fighters cams at
us, & were out numbered at least two (2) to one (1) end the antiairoraft was
var, dengs at 6,000 foet, /Iter the atteok evaryone soremabled, It was sstima-
ted that wo had a direct hit and cne elose aboard -it along the side. The ship
was of a tood size, one of the wore heavier type,

i@ headed for our rendezvous but it turned out to be an unsafe place dus
to the Jap fightera on our tell so everyons seemed to take to his own gt swmy.
sveryone flew elose to the water to avert the tactleos of the A.A. guns on the
shipe, After a short time, noting that the fighters were drilling holes in my
win-s and fuseluoge, 1 thought 1 would try for the olouds, This proved very
sucgossful in that I lost the enemy after the first sloud, To add to my troublss
gbout four minutes after I Lit the garrier my fuel pump went out of actiom and
I tad Lo use the wobble pump from then on until I was foroed dowm from shortage
of fual, sbout 35 minutes later., I took over the wobble pump until we lost
fi-"ters and then Mofeely took over after that, At one time the engine
gonplotely and I had given my roar seat man orders to brace himself, but whem
we wore sbout 200 feal frum the wmater tha sngine eaught mand I was again abla
fly for a few pmore minutes, I was very fortunate that the enzine did eatah
1 had not put my landing flaps down. This luck did not last long as I made
final approsch for a water landing a few minutes later,

‘i:lii

i

e ship steved afloat from two (2) to three (3) minutes during whish
we wore able to oot s.ume float lighta out, a flars pistol and ocartridges,
t.a Cirst aid kit. I slso took one parsehute to use as a sea anchor, Upon pulle
i t.w valve of the COp bottle we fuund, to our disgust, that they had left the
ansrcangy Inflation valves cpen, Thie meant that the hand pump came in very
wandy, after we had tie boat inflated wo found a hole about level with the water
line whiel, wo tried to patoh; and succeeded in stopping the leak to a ocertain
sxtant. lothin: to do but bsll the water out, which was dome with the use of a

holnet.

e Firat day we dld not make gontmet with any mirplanes but sighted a
sreat many, at 0000 on the morning of ihe 5th, after a "Helluwa' night due to the
faot thet we wero siipping water all the time, we heerd the sound of an engine.
.6 looked up to see s patrol bost heading direetly toward us., We succeeded inm '’
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. . (Continued) .

Ui, i

attraoting his attentlon, which he verified when he e¢ireled us flashing the
Aldis light oo us thet he was sending help, and then he went on his mission.
Ihltum;mm;thnn-m!udiimludmdmtnlm.lhnkofm.
This turned out to be eorredt, About three hours luter our supposed help
came within ten (10) alles of us and ren s course parallel to us for about one
hour and a-half, Sut all this time too fer away for us to attraot his atten-
tion, S0 we just settled down and walted some more,

mt;mnmnth.uumshmulum”uiﬂulmmul
little or mothing. Llate in the evening we could see the patrol boats and the
flying fortresses conins beek frum their aissions but all of them were out of
rangs, That oight proved tc be & little batter than the first night in that we
did not ship water st all, but by this tims our legs had become rather cramped
due tu the small space in the boat,

Sometime during the course of the night I lishted & float light with the
hope that I would sttrect au airplane tist wes pessing overhead; but no lusk,
About 0545, on the morning of the 6th, I heard the engines and then saw a patrol
boat sbout eight (3] miles eway. S0 with our lest float light snd probably the
isst chance for help for that day we suoccesded in attrecting their attemtion
after they had gone some five (5) to eight (2) miles pest us, I am thankfuk for
the keen sight of the gunner and for the blister of the patrol. The patrol plane
came baek, looked over the situation, ghecked up the wind and ther landed (after
several unsuccessful passes dus Lo the ground swells whieh made his landing very
hazardous. Also, he had a full tunk of gas aboard,

Words cannct express how gled 1 was to see him land sucoessfully.

The pilot twrned out to be Lt, OGIIN of VP 23, whom I had Enown in Pensacola,
After olimbing aboard we found our legs rather wobbly but we managed to get in a
poeition so Lt. OGLEN gcould take off and complete his Secouting Mission.

We arrived baok at Midway st 1715 on the evening of the Oth,

NUTE: 1 was informed, on the evening of June &6th, by Captein DELALIO, that the
following officers and pilots of VMSB-2.1 had not retwrned from engaging the

eneny.

Major HENDERSGN, L. R. 24Lt TWEEDY, A. W. 241+ EX, B. H, |
¥a jor NORRIS, B. S. 24Lt HAGEDORN, B, P. 24Lt CAMPION, K, ©

Gaptain FLENING, R. E. 24L% GRATZEE, T. J. g

RICHARD L. DLAIN,

Captain, U.5. Marine Corps. ?
f‘nl""" RE N
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What tize did you start?
Took off at 0600,

Where was the enemy floet?
150 milea due north.

pid you meet any sireraft on your way to the snemy fleet?
Ko,

How many eneny planes did you see?
There were about three (3) to one (1). A total of at least 50 or 60.

fiow many snemy ships were on the surface?
I saw four (L) sarriers, ome (1) battleship and about tem {10) erusiers

and destroyers.

0id you run into any alrcraft oppesition?
Yes. They came at us sbout Lhree to our omne,

What type of plane?
Zaro Tighters.

Any other types?
Unly one seajlane -- single float biplane,

pid you separate in the attack?
Yes. .

tow far apart were the shlpa mu'r.ha surface?
About ) mile aud turned st a 90 angle into the wind,

pid you see any hits?
Lo,

After the attack, how far away wers you attacked?
Ten miles at least.

liow olose did they attmck?
m;rnﬂdmlmrnﬂ.ﬂhluﬂmujmwmmnlm
afrumu-rmd,

liow many; planes with you?
In two (2) flights there were 17 SED's and 11 SBIU3's.

Did you see eny of Lhe ships put out of metion?
Ho,

Do you know who was lost?

o
No. [j\lnprtnruna[
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Did you see sny damage donme to carriers?
No.

What sltitude did you release bombs?
We pulled out at sbout 300 fest.

Did you get amy hits?
Yes. I never saw results but I think we hit the forward part of the ship.

Were you hit?
Yes. Three (3) times with shrapnel; in both legs and the right wrist,

Whom were you riding with?
Captain Fleaming. He was shot in the arm, but I don't know how bad.

Did the spemy fighters have much edvantage in flying?
Yes. Very mush in speed and mansuvering. We made 180 kmots and they made
at least 250 kmots.

Did they dive much?
No. They were just too many of them at all altitudes.

Were they in formatiom?
4id pot notice.

-

After the sttask did you go beek to the Island?
met Captain Glidden and came back with him at sbout an altitude
of

How high were you when you attscked?
About 7,000 feet. I had twin guns and they did not work so well.

How many eracked up landing?
Two, Lt. Bear ran out of gas, landed in water, Lt. Iverson meds a one (1)

Do you Temember how ships were damaged?

No. I @o know seven (7) or eight (8) SEHD's were still flying that evening.
mmmuunum'r
I_“m'lhnm-ﬂmmnrmmumk. g dove

down & smokesteek om one of the sarriers. In my opinion it was a deliberato

-
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What did you think of the enemy planss?
The Jape have very good fighters in the "Zaro™ plane.

Were there many snamy planes?
About four (4) to ome (1),

Did you get mny hits?
Yes. I shot one (1) Jap plane down.

Whom were you riding with?
Captain Delalio,

How many snemy ships on the surface?
About ten (10) or fiftesn (15).

Did our planes split snd attack all four (i) carriers?

I did not motige. I was in the next to last ssotion mnd it was so elemdy

I eouldn't mee.

Did you relsass bombas?
Yes., At five hundred (500) fest,

Any hits?

I & not know as there was too mush smoke snd flames to see clearly,

Wers the enamy ships well armsd?
The ships were well armed with antiaireraft guns.

What & wvou think of the Jap "Zero™ planes?

The Jep planes woere very fest and eould ocut fly any planes we had,

How was your armor plate?

Armor plate worked fine. The gunner for Lisutenant Iverson was hit but the

shots d4id not penetrate. They just glanced off,

Were you four (4) the only gunners shot?
Ko,

Where were the injuries?
All injuries were in the arns and legs,

Do you know how many pecple oo the gromd were shot?
1 do not kmow but dom't think there were many,

;
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(Continued)

mﬂlﬂ by LtCol, L. B. 3“. Ir-. TSl .,

% Did they attmoi anyone in the messhall?
A. No. All men were removed from the messhall,

4. Do you ¥mow of sny hite on the lsland?
A. 1Tss, Thsy dropped bombs op Tunway thres (3) but very few casualties, if
eny, wers rendered,

4. Did you return to the Island aloce?
A, lio, Teohniocal Sergeant Stemps' plane came back with us,

4. 1@ there anything you would like to add?
A, Yeon. The SHD's seemed to loss their life rafts but I don't know how.

LUTSt Loore was shot in left leg, sbove the knee; bul.let still there.

7
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‘holes in the soekpit., It was too damaged to fly asaln,

!
g
{

About 1B0 miles, It took about one hour and a-half to get Lhere.

What altituds were you when you started attaaok?
About 14,000, but went down to a oloud about 7,000, then dove to attmek a

heavy oruiser,

When 4id you meet snamy fighters?

One Zaro fighter hit me (I was on the port side forward) ten (10) miles
bafores we reached the eneny fleet, Zero fighter was shot down by fres sun-
fire, I was usicg a single plane gun,

How many times was the plane hit?
1 do not know but it was hit u number of times with ,20 caliber M.X. fire,

Un the oll tank, radic and tall surface,

Who was the pilot¥
Lisutenant limmlo.

How many times wer: you hit¥
Two, I was woundsd in the right wrist and right leg, below mand above the knea.

How d4id the mrmor plate stand up?
The armor plate worked fiue, It aud the scarf frame were both hit but not

damaged.

At what mltitude did you relsase bombs?

At about 600 feet. Made a hit on orusier, All four planes in dive made hits,
Returned at low altitude, under 100 feet, Was unable %o olimb dus to zunfire
ruining econtrols.

How meny planes oracked up?

I don't kmow, but a number of planes landed in the water on return to Island
dus to demaged landing gear. We landed and ground looped but did not hurt the

plane anymore than it was,

How many Tighters did you see?

Three attacked us and hit the engine several times. Je were the last plene
to make attack and were attacked by three Laro fiz“ters, They had us ir &
oross fire and we eculd not pull up. The plane was bedly shot up with many
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What altitude did you come baok at?
We cams baok at mbout 200 feet,

pid you see any people bail out?
I saw one pilot beil out and he was shot at. Jap righter planes followed
him and they were shooting at him,

Did you separate for the attack?
Yes. The last division attacked s carrier and the oiher divisions stlacked

other ships.

How were the Jap planes in comparision with your own?
They were very fast and could out-=fly and cut-maneuver us.

Prom how far 4id tney attack?

They would start firing st very distant rangea but would quit as scon es

they saw our tracer bullets coming at theam., 1 was able to shoot et the plene
on ay tail but my gun jemmed and I was unseble to flre any =more.

i
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What time was the alarm soundsd?
fbout 0600 they told us to stand by.
The fighters took off firat then the

Who was your pilot?
1 was with Lisutenant LofTe.

How far out was the [lest?

They were sbout 130 miles out, coming in at about 25 kmota.

Dllmmtwplﬂ-lﬂmwMT

Na.

How many ships were in the attacking fleet?
1 sounted ten (10) shijys but there probably wers more,

Could you tell what types they were?

1 recognized four (L) earriers, two
1t was impossible to tell what the cthers were.

dersa there many eneny airplanes?
Yos, e were cutnumberesd at least four (4) to ome (1),

(2) troop ships snd oms (1) bdattleship.

At what sltitude did you dive on the ships?
At about 7,600 feet, We dove and attacked individuslly.

How many of the ships did you cee hit?
Jan't sav. e were in the last divielion snd did not see the bombs hit,

Do you know at whei oll.itu
I do not know, J.li

Did you soe Llu nr bomba?
Yas, We sttacked a oerrier esnd hit 1%,

Wwere you hitd

Yes, I was hit two times, in the leg and arm.
was hit or not. FProbably not, because he was

land ing.

lave you any idea of who was hit?

Yom, Major Hendarscn was hit.

Imunn;pmnhﬁmm-_mﬂ

Only eight (B8) or ten {10).

-1=

» yuu released bomba¥
na hit Cleat.

1
0.E.

g
-y
|
=
5
E
3



i
E

long rangea, eontinuing fire until
obsarved they broke up the attask,

“hat speed do you think they had?
I do pot kmow.

e
ha

ws Do you know of eny lossea?
In the Socout Sguadron very few were lost at the poens of the at
gunfire, but a number wers wrecked in landing on return to

A

q
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1004: 2104:Plane B of Flt. 55
: :
1122: 2122:Flane 7 of Flt., 55
Eive ¥
: :
: :
1184: 2124:Plane 8 of Flt. 55
1209: 2209:Midway
1 2
' 1240: 2240:Tlane 8 of Flt. 55
1249: 2Z49:Midway
1322: 233207 1dway
1812: 0412:Cdr.Tlt. 312
2003: 0603:Flane & of Flt. 92
4 June (zome plus 10
3 :Plane of Flt. 44
0407: 1407:Plane 4 of Flt. 44
0416: 1416:Flane 4 of Flt. 44
044%7: l447:71lane 13 of Flt. 44
0455: 1455:Flane 2 of Flt. 44
0512: 1512:Plsne 4 of Flt. 210
0514: 1514:Plune 1 of Flt. 44
0823 1827:71t, 44 7
0c42: 1042:00F1t 02
Q723: 1723:Mlnne 4 of Flt.

Midway

Vidway

e e R B8

"1dway
1Plane B of Flt. 55
;Pidnly
tPlaenes B of Flt, 55

;Plan- B of Flt. 55
MMidway

ridway

Cdr.Flt. 92
Midway
Midway

ldvay
Midway

Midway

Vidway
Hldway

1t,

[*=9

lt. 9f
i dway

- ]l

B E@ @ 8@ 5% KB AR Am B8 sw S8 BF B8 B8 BB PR B8 B S8 S8 86 S8 S8 S8 BF B8 S8 B0 B0 B8 as S8 &8

S BB S8 B8 SE EE Ge me 88 S5 SR e w8 e BB S Ea BE B8 S8 S8 S8 S8 e B8 i S8 S8 S8 05 S8 W S8 B s sa o8 snles

4 @@ @8 =@

8 =4 me wd S84 &8 &B BB

2 Jrpanese cargo ves-
sels bearing 247 470
I request instructions
Fired on strange cargo
vessel bearing 258
distance 625 ships
course 50 x T request
instructions .
YVein body.
Amplify report of main
body.
6 ships in oolumn,
Whet type curse and
speed
Return to base.
Investigate suapi-
cious vessels. Contmot
bearing 261 distance
700
2 enemy destroyers 2
cargo vessels course
20 apeed 13
Attacked clone bombs
1 troop trensvort afire
Am belgn éttacked by
eireraft.
Attacked = - enemy
bearing 60 distance
500.
Hesume senrch.
Large enemy ‘orce "BaEr=
ing 261 distance 50O
course 050 attacked
with t rpedoes sttacked
by aireraft I am re=-
turning to baswe.
attack comnleted
body ®
ATTirm.
Attack com
large tr
260 dist:
gneed 17
10 ahipa,
Tdentify eneay plone
disnnaltion report
result.
Attack 1
‘lreraft

\in

leted hit
nsport baering
icg 500 enemy
oourse 080

mediutely.
airhted.
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ICT : CCT: FROM N 10 i
) 1 ] ]
0728: 1728: Plane 4 of Flt, 58 j OinC Flt, 58 ]
0734t 1734t Plane L of Flt. 58 t OinC Flt. 58 ]
O740: 1740: Plane L of Flt. 58 t 0inC Flt. 58 1
0753: 1753: Plane 3 of Flt, 58 : Midway ]
H H H ]
=———{ ====: Plane & of Flt, 58 t OinC Flt, 58 t
£ H H H
0803: 1807% OinC Flt, 92 t OinC Flt. 58 ]
1 : 1 1
$ ' 1 H
0807: 1807: CTF 17 i CTF 16 H]
H i H 1
H : (] ]

i i i 1 £
: 1 | ]
0815: 1815: CTF 16 1 TF 16 t
0816: 1816: CTF 16 : TF 16 "
0808: 1818: 0inC F1t. L& : Cdr. Flt. LL 1
0822; 1822: CTF 17 t’ CTP 16 1
: 3 i 3
! t
! ] t ]
0834: 183LF CTF 16 t TF 16 ]
1 : : ]
: F i 1
0838: 1838: Midway ! All Adreraft 8
OBL1: 1BL1: Plane L of Flt, 58 1 0inC Flt, 58 1
: : 1 H
0843: 1843: Plane 11 of Flt. 55 Midway t
0845: 1845: CTF 16 : Hornet and Enterprise:
08L6: 1846: CTF 16 : All ships this type :
0O8L8: 18L8: CTF 16 t Hornet ]
t ] H H
0850: 1850: Plane 1 of Flt. 55 : Midway t
0859: 1859: OinC Flt. 55 ¢+ Plane 5 of Flt, 55
0905: 1905: Plane 5 of Flt. 55 : OioC Flt. 55 1
0909: 1909: Plane B of Flt. 55 1 Midway H
H H H
: ! s $
0920: 1920: OinC Flt, 55 t All stations this !
t : : ecircuit. 1

=8 a

b E

|
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o i

B
o
W5 B8 Be B8 s @e B8 B8 B8 B0

-
[3V]
b

1

1223

e mE B8 a8 B BE B8 44 &8 BE R

1....- ¥,

m: qmmoinc Flt. 23
' ’I~H$’?lﬂl‘ Flt, 92

2130; Plane 3 of Flt. 4

2138:Plene 3 of Flt. 23
2143:Plane &4 of Flt.L5E

2147:04inc Flt. 92

2154:04nC F1t. 23

2201:Ent attack group
:

2209:Ent.

221L:CTF 16

2215: EAGC

w8 ms sw ws w8

2221:CVB 6

2223

w2

dr. VB &

wE me BE &8 B8

: T

-

3 of Flt. 55:0inC Fit. 55

:TF 16

o “
lane 19 of !lt.ﬁﬁtﬂinc Fit. 55

an we

Gdr. Flt. 23
0inC Flt. 92

as ms &8 =8

+
m:nme 9 of Flt. 55rmnc Fit. 55

CTF 16

me @4 sS4 8 @8

%

B
(="
=
&

Hdway
dr. Flt. 23

Q%

@ me B4 #5 8@ EF ma

T
FPlane 16
CoOFlt. 23
"”F 16

ni‘!
v
HB
¥
-
-3

WE BB B8 @8 @ B We s 88

VE &

#a mE ®6 @e BE BE @8 B 88 we PR s @8 W9

I om .procescisnz to Hisisnskl
unlese otherwisze directed.
Ireimaa to repel attuok,

:l, CA enemy JDs, 2 tanker:
E 'll..b.'l'aﬂ{ zL'} ulﬂtunct L[-L
tgourse C29

:Direct 3 patrol ga b
svielnity Hermes 1500 rapnrt.
= Attark completed on earrler
:one deamaced 15 it clear to
i1land.
1B enemy rr.‘:u"u course GEC
:pearing true snd i{istance fror
tships previous repsrt 32(

H
H
H
H

:.*;-5 {plsne previcus report ;
twas bearing 265) :
:&ua;c;r! thrae fourtias of
iEprour il TE A AT H- 3 |.""II g
1 526 eirel i" “i-‘; Uy fron
swheel 13 not dAown ball out
iovar lag ".:I Ia -
:Xo gas.

:Rudio compass out regquest

i .earing IFP.

:Baaring 357 distance <£1lU.
:Proceed to 1idwny lmzmediatel
:Proceed to idway lmuedlatell
Wa lisve 18Il VEI i

sfor the last .alf oour Z & IO
i2 BB 2 CV.

sattoack in ! Lol «

:Report received from entser
tedr 2t obout 1200 quote X .
saoighat SatTol over tarfet X
+B DDg 2 BEAa 2 CVs coul Lo
:north quote iy eosur B5 .
: (Name could t identifly |dow
tnhnut you ta ti ne t
:laft 1'11 1 g ne t
trigut x I'a golng Lo mex
tattnck x u te 1 noodles
sover tis left sl e e
itiie othear ol n t rigit.
My div stay with me x I
tgoing to over Gullaoligr 1
itnke noxt tar L

Izt div i div st it

2 11l foule " v L __.-1
$Lhi wercier BoE,



T, P T

oy
— H 10
2234 Plane 3 of Ft, 53 Cdr. Pit. 58
2300 Flane L of Flt 458 Odine Flt. 458
2304, 17 CTF 16
2306 CIF 16
208 CTF 16
210 CTF 17
1315 2315 Flane 3 of Flt. L4 M dway
1320 2320 Flane 7 of Ft. 58 Oinc Flt, 58
1339 2339 77 77
1341 2341 oTC Uaury
T T CTF 16 CTF 17
1355 2355 CTF 16 Ent and Homet .
02 0ou2 77 77
1LO4 000, CIF 16 TF 16
SYNA L 0041 CIF 17 CTF 16, Cincpac
1457 0oe7 Hornet CIF 16
1510 o110 Hornet CTF 16
av &7 CIF 17
1543 0LL3 i imay Flt., 237 - #8
15618 0218 Plane 4 OinC Fat 55
167 0237 Flane 10 Oinc Flt. 58
mﬂ

Sector €overed to 320 miles
heavy front penetrated 100
miles I am proceeding to base
34k distence 360 from iHisianski
island 950 fuel.

Attacked by aireraft,

Wihey your planes return give me
enery position course speed x I hg
have one sguadron bombers ready,
Propose Yorktown search northwest
quadrant x advise,

Our planes apparently returning x
Desire recover .soon as possible |00
after arrdival,

at 1215 estimated enemy position
lat 30-38N Long 178-304 x
circling speed 25,

Down at sea,

Ko info 475 miles bearing 344 :

I am proceeding to base hislanski
Island,

I am landing in water 10 miles
away oearing 140,

Proceed to posit bearing 140
from OTC distance 10 miles rescue
flight perscnnel x if not found
rejoin promptly.

Your QL2357 sugpest Yorktown
locate track carriers already
attacked x in addition search
northwest quadrant for posaible
third carrier x we will strike
again,
aaport nuaber of missing
planes by types.

Yog bank northeast of Hisianaki,
Prepare to repel attack.

Have been sttacked b alr 150
milos north of Lidway.

Areraft accounted for as
follows 1 VT 1LVSE 10VF

e have 20 SED roady.

Lost=using search and attack
fracuency,

Scaplanes return to Pearl Harvor
ie three Pearl Hartor unleas
otherwise directed,

I am returning to ship ti e

of arrival 1517 & I recusst
inatructions.

Regraded Unclassified




i Fﬁbg ) ¢ .
1642: Q2Z4Z: Flane 11 : 0inC Flt, 58 : Proceedl to French Frigate
5 : 3 + Shoals,
1645: 0245: Flane 7 : OinC Flt, 57 : 1 CV 2 BB 3 Ca 4 ObL 199-05W
: : : : 31-15K courae Q000 spend lE
1710; 0310: CIF 16 ¢t Hornet : Frepare to lsunch sttack groug
: : : : lmmediately informetion later,
1710: 0310: CinC Flt, 97 : Cdr, F1tv 97 : attack enemy carrier beariig
e el : t ooB 178 nmilez from Midwa .,
17283: 0323: Plane 11 : OlnC Flt, 55 ¢ Fueled Huysan lsland shall I
: : : ¢ return Midway cr Fearl Harbor
L. 3 t hull dazaged,
1730: 0330: COFlt 58 : Flt 58 t PFPatrol plunes report position
: : “ ¢ ofr lcecation =néd destinution.
1740: 0340: FPlane 3 : Midway ¢ Down at see need help,
1745: 0345: Flane 3 : Midway : Is help coming.
174%: 0347: Lidway t Plane 3 : AS 30cn 88 we [ind where you
H H H 2 are,
1800: 1400: Plape 1 : 0inC Flt, 58 : 3 burning ships bearineg 320
s £ : : istance 1%0.m
1B03: 0403: Flane & { CinC Flt, 58 : Bearing 063 distunce 122
3 H : : from hidway,
1807: 0407: o0inC Flt, 92 : COFlt, s8 :  Atteck carrier bearing 338
F H % : diastance 170 from Midway
1809: 040%: Plane 1 : OinC Flt, 58 : 3 burning ships are cnexy CVs
: : = 1 domage ship 2 enemy crulsers
H s : : 4 DD bearing 320 distunce 170
: : : : 1 am trailing enemy,
1945: 0545 : : Heve been orposed by Ah gln=-
| - H : Iire 2 crulsers beering
H - : :+ 320 distance 170.
1950: 0550: CEAG : Entac : Luat 30=30 long 175-50
: - : ¢ Gourse 280,
1%55: 0555: Midway :Ftiw=30 ¢t Ft 29-30 proceed mission
: H : + assigned,
2000: 0600: Flane 1 : CoFlt 58 : Forces enguged in battle beariny
% 1 . <05 distunce 150
: s . I az returning toc base
2011: 0611: CIF 18 i CTF 17 : Hornet and Enterprise groups
t : : ., how attacking fourth carrier
H . . . Treported by one of your search
: : . : - Planes x Hornet atout 30 miles
H : . . east of me x intend stand west
-y . : . until recovery air grop x
H t . , have you any suggestions for
$ : . , Turther cperaticns,
20281% 0621: Plane 1 : 0inC : Am btelng attacked by Zero
H : $ + Jap Tighters.
2024: 0824: CTF 186 : CTF 17 : 4hat measures can_I take
: : . : towards salvage ol Yorktown
£2027: 0627: Hornet : CTF 18 : 16 SBD lsunched st 1PC4 to
H H - ¢ @attack enemy carrier,
=5= 5"

e T e ——— T ——

Regfaded Unclassified




CREY

all Tone.,

16 297 launche et 1204 to s.Ltacs eneny
Carrier.

Yhat measures can I tale toward malwvapc
of TORITOW .

Am beings attaciad by “earo fap Tigo tars,

Your D62L thunk vou no asslatance required.

landiing at sea 17S or 34,2 distant from
idwar

Forces encacod in Tattle Penriag 355
distance 150, I am returrning to basa.

0704 oF 97 COFLY 7 Attres Curier Teuring 338 distance 170
from lidway.

O5L5 Flare 1 QC LY 58 2 burring shirs are Tapaneae (Znemy C7(s)
Camaze shirs 2 enemy crulsers L enemy .DNs
tearins 320 diatance 170 I am trailin-

:}—,;‘-': enemny.

1647 oC g2 20 92 Attzc!: immediately eneny crulssr LO to 90
bearing true 276,

1814 Flane 2 Vidway sarge o0il slick bearing 287 diatance 95. :

1855 oc 92 Co 92 Attacik 2 dammged battleships bearing 264
distant 125 course 268 speed 15,

1857 Plmne 7 0OC 55 Bearing 325 164 miles men boat,

191¢ Plone 7 oG 55 5 ships bearing 325 200 miles.

1906 Plane 5 0OC 55 3 submarines (surfaced) bearing 105

diatance 19%0.

1515 Plane L ©OC 55 2 enemy light crulsers bearin 286
dlstance 174 miles course 310 speed ==~

1900 Plane 3 vidway 3 Pattleships now ln clear area (force
is part of one previously reported).

1858 Flane 2 oC 55 Continuing search. u

a

1902 HORNET CTF 16 f strance aircraft sichted tearing 330
ow.

COPY : -6 - cory &
e ————————— - — —
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1ddwuay

LA Tl 0.

aring <ol dietmice

liasm assistance been sent estinte position
hearine 173 from idway cistence approx.
13 visibilit;® rood can send
Tarpet bearing 7V distance 150,
Casrier believed Irlendly has eruicor escort.
1 Carrier (friendly) invectigating vusapleious vessels.
Howve you Sedh .
Tarpet bearing <7

Flane Fatrol undanaped sed fuel @my posit is
bearing 050 distance 0.

' destroyers bearing 120 source 00
I an trailing enemy battleships bearing 265
distance 138.
Friendly force bearing O1B true distance 80 miles,

Sight contact L torpedo patrol Docts and friendly
force bearing 37 distance 25.

I suspicious subnarine (submerged) bvearing
134 T. Listance 52.

Large friendly Trsk Force Bearing 322 distance
105 course 322,

1 Carrier, 2 13, 2 CA, 5 DD, course 280 speed
10 vearing 335.

12 5 bearin- 313 distance 350,

Unable locate target dropred 1 Hoab linmq‘,r
same posit request MD's 555.

=T =




TDE :

FROM

TO

0652
0700
2053
0705
0754
0805
1716
0847

1904

G910

1913

1920
0933

1950

Flane 2

Flane 2

COURSREFRS

OCFLT 236

OCFLT 236

OCFLT 56
CTF 16

CTF 16

ocT

CCD 6

CTF 16
ocT

CTG 16.2

Lat 29-33 Long 174.

OCFLT 56

OCFLT 55

COFLT 236

COFLT 236

Flanes 2
HHORNET

CIR 1

CCD &

CTF 16

CCD 6
HORNET

FREDJACK

Large Carrler retiriog into front 9 VF
"¥" formation 10,000 feet approximate
course CV 315 distance 425.

Belng attacked by fighters.

Do ;ou see the carrier? No but I will
pretty soon.

Landing fleld clear use identification
approach.

Investigate susplelious vessels perar ant
and Hermes reef,

Amplify report of 20 ships.

Report when ready to launch attack
group. What strength/ Enterprise will
search Western semioirele 200 miles.

Sighted enemy 1 CV 5 DD lat 29-38 Long
174=00 Course 270

Eneny located. Will proceed toward him
at 25 knots to attaok. Send destroyers
whiech are short of fuel to rendezvous
with CIMARRON. Her 2130 Z & June Posit
Lat 32 Long 172 West. She will reach
that Posit. from Lat 32 Long 169 West,

Searoh reported 1 enemy CV 5 DD. Enemy
Posit 0900 Lat 29-33 Long 174 Course
West Speed 10 distance 150 bearing 239
n-gn our 0900 Posit, Search 1-:1“-11
60% Sector Median 239 to 150 miles loo-
ate enemy maintain ocontact track and
report No bombs on planes maximum fuel.
Rcl:nn 85 necessary. e will close on
contaot.

Did you receive contact report on App~
rox. 6290 KCS at 18407.

Your 1900. Negative.

As soon as you are ready launch attack
Group attack enemy CV 5 DD 0815 Posit
i.;t 29=33 Long 174=30 Course 270 Speed

Launch two planes each ]z.dll . '
S_aroh seotor 209-269 didstance 1 mi-
18s. Single plane. Locate ememy. Main-
;ain oon -Et rack and report
ation wily igio::'um-;m




o ® &

A2 : Fuel. £ B0 :

1038 HOEET CTC Pllot'in Seurch Sector Leuring 230=240
Stutee 110 CV sishted 1 EB, Reguest you
inforn group.

2050 ZiTCk oTi. ORF “Target EL instead of OV Repeat Elue Attack
group from LNSRIRISE target may bte EB
Instead of Carrier sane Posit.

2105 CIF 16 IF 16 2 Ships previously reported are eneny.

2117 lcRimT GIFf 10 GSearch was discontinued by pllots sighting
eneny BEE this morning in Sectors 220-250,
This leaves an area from shead and to Port

. Beanm of Zneny EE not searched where Jarrier
ay ba.

1136 Plane 2 IC Contact’ (tacke btearing on le).

1135 NRORTH CTF 16 4t 1135 Hornet .attack Group Bearing 215
distance 123 miles.

1150 OTC AlLL Wa. have jfust intercepted a lessagg from
Cing COrange Fleet that he 1s being attacked
‘/e belleve he 1s in the Eattleship being
bonbed. X

12@5' ATHORT CTC io &V sighted attack Q4 supported by 31D
course 270 speed 25 no air opposition.

2300 Carrier sunk, 2 Ca 2 DD course 275 Spd 22,

2300 °"NEW CR CIF 16 Cur plane reports eneny lat 29-182 Long
172-52 Courses 25E Speed 15 trype not atated

2312 NEWARL oTeC 2 LD changed to course 270 positive CV

. has sunk,

2312 Flane 2 0TC Lest Ca reversed course.

2254 CIC Flane 1l Heport type course speed position and
duiiaf@ Lo target use plaln lancuage.

2306 ©C FLT57 Flene5i] === LE Search sector limitine bearing
205 and TPF diatant 500 ._'.ilﬂﬂ-

2318 COORUIE 3TF 16 Carrier Sunk,

23,8 I Shipe 2 CL 2 UD course 2L5 eneed 20,

reviously reported slow now

¥ . - e
o PEnd, ie Loy lelt cene




All 4 ships trailing 011.

Two CA MOGAMI CLASS course 245 speed 20,
One cruiser one destroyer leaking oil.

4 unidentified ships are being attacked
by aircraft bearing true 277 distance 525
course 200 speed 30 have been opposed by
AA Tire as we approached proceeding on
mission assigned.

Tracking reports made so far have been
made on same foroe.

There is 1 CA Light CA and 2 DD.

Target is BB, target is EB Negat at
present,

Following received from PBY Plane "i
unidentified ships bearing 277 from
Midway distance 550 miles.

Objective previously reported apparently
enemy BB enemy CA (s) opposed by friend-
ly cruisers destroyers bearing 277 (T)
dist, 550, My position is bearing 280 T.
Dist. 425. I request instructions send-
ing message by light to our forces,

Correct Posit BB lat 29-28 Long,. 173-11
Did you receive my last message,

There 18 =--------- on my starboard bow,
Posit of BB i1s Lat 28-55 Long 173-00E.
Turn right 30 degrees - follow me.

The ship is to our left everybody to the
right of me oclose in,

CA hit on course 240 speed 15 kts. Larger
ship 1s still stationary at Lat and Long

Submarine bearing 263 true dist 320 coursel]
180 submerged on sight. ; '

Attack completed - BB afloat afire other
BB on fire 1 DD had heavy explosion 1
ship no damage from this attack.
Submarine bearing 254 dist.LO00 submer ged

o,

IIME :  FROM _T0
2348 Plane 17 oTC
3095 Plane 2 oTe
2342 Plane 6 OCFLT 57
0004 Plane 17 oTC
1404  ENTATKGRP TORFGRP
1L0B Vs 5
0100 cch 6 CTF 16
0100 Plane 7 OC FLT 57
1524 Eace oTC
1516 ENTATEKGRP
1516 ~ENTERGRCD ENTER
1517 NOYLE GRAY
1527 ENTGRCDE
giv.
0232 Plane 1 . Midway
1650 HOR B=-10 HORNET
0313 Flane 1 Midway
on ﬂ-ishtt
I-!I ,
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Time : FROM ] TO: .

0303 Plene 5 OCFLT 56 Survivors found landing made.

0335 JAcK Planes picked up enemy main body at 1115
in posit Lat 29-30 lomg 173-25. Both
Pilots positively ldentiriea ships as 1
Mogami crulser and 1 Nachl eruliser 2 LD
totel &4 ships. Identification wade Irom
5 miles pilots circleu formation st 25
miles and no other ships observed. Only
apparent damage to enemy was slight leeks
from 1 CA and 1 0D, At 1415 enemy bore
265 distance 90 miles on course225 speed 20
25. Planes arrived after 1st attack and
departed prior to 2nd attack.

O443 HORNET CTF 16 BB Magazine exploded., A fire from bridge
to after turret and personnel abendoning
ship. CA at least 2 mdditional hits.
Afire, DD 1 bomb hit on fantail. 1 DD
left to rescue survivors. strafed by
Machine gun fire.

0523 HORNET CTF 16 Our pilots report enemy HB has white
eross forward eimilar to those on our
Carriers.

0515 HINIE CTF 16 Your OLOB8 mean enemy posit at 1430 was 29-00
173=20 average course I125. Enemy force
contacted 3 DD 1 Mogaml CA one other pos-
sibllity Judgling by large wake. Mogeml
determined by twon-mount AL fire. Speed
15-20., DD's ana BE trailing oll. L Pilot
reports slghting Carrier under attack at
firat contact. MNo carrier sighted on
closing. "Definitely no carrier within 20
miles at 1430. All VCS reports were on
same force. 1 LU seen to sink alter first
attack.

2127 Plane 3 OCFLT 55 Enewy plane positively ldentified aid not

attewpt Co engage. notifiea 180/115 srm
May be lntarcapgad that vielnity. i

2101 OCFLT 55 Plane 3 Anpllify are you definite was enemy L B-24
returning from Wake.

/1

T T T S m—— — =
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER « VRRIERS

June 13, 1942,

MNENORANDUN FOR: The Commander-in-Chiefr, U. S. Pacifie Fleet.

The following points were emphasized in the

Bastle of Midway, 4-8 June, 1042

1.

2.

e

4.

Y.

Losses in attacking planes are due primarily to
enemy VF and mot to AA fire.

Ships unsupported Ly VF are easy prey for CV
alr attack,

it duel between Uve sisi= whieh 1s able to strike
first blov without being itself hit wins.

O¥s are most vulnerable to damage from fire. Thia
is especially true when they are caught with nlanss

on dsak,

Carrier air groups should be complete units whioh
have been highly trained while cperating from a
shore base before they go om board carrier.

A QAFFieF alrF group whioch has been im aotion and
hag suffered heavy losses should go ashore to
reoelve its replacements and to traim these until
the squadrons and the mg‘u- again ready for
ocombat duty. This means % replacement air
greups =ust bs ready.

A.P. bombs suitable for our present dive bombers
ars required. With preseat bombs attack against
arsored ships does not disable until ship has been
knoeked to pileees by many more hits than should
be necessary.

Straffing attask againet DDs by VPs temporarily
:.hpl Sheir AA fire by driving exposed personnsl
sover.




m“' Mi

MENORANDUN FOR: Oinepas (Comt'd). ‘

Dive bomb attacks on DDs are mot profitable
because of the diffioulty of obtai hiss on
such a small and highly maneuverable %.
Such attagks should mot be made if a larger
and more valuable target 1s avallable.

Early and agourate information of movements of
an enemy force to be attacked 1s easential for

sugesseful carrier operations. This should be
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UNITED STATES PAUIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIF OF COMMANDER CARRIERS

June 13, 1948,

Memorandum for Rear Admiral Spruance.

The following additiomal features occour to me as

h.l.ving been high-lighted in the actions 4-6 June, 1948:

(a)

(v)

(o)

(a)

(o)

(f)

W. Performance greatly inferior te Jap "sero®
rire power of our fighter Eppears s rior.

'rii.u.;l.gu and endurance totally lnadequate, (Bee (b) below).

A t T « TBD perforsance fatally
quate. mugt Accompany if eme=my VP sppoaiiionm
;resent (hence range and endurance essential ia owr VP),
Jur present aireraft torpedoes $oo slow and not emough
punsh. (Three VT rons attacked snemy OV's) 1% s =
pragtioalld certainty that some hits were made; bomb-
ing and other planés observed no evidense of =
or other damsge from such hits] more gpeed will get
more hits; more war head will make them more effestive.)

Hop ta aifiask is relatively
neffective ns pe retaln speed and comtrel.

%_g!ﬁ* onoe made must be held and infermation
TO st. NO's are sonstantly vely used by
Jap trackers.

Jap W are effectively wsed; we do not
have .

Japs do not gpeareh using their OV planes - these are
held ocococked and primed. Exgallen$ when proper m
by other means (they depend onm shore alr whesn 2 -
on seanlans parriers when former is BO0%) is avallabls.
Sericus weakness if no% fatal %o them at NMidway and
nearly so in Coral Sea. We should always sxpleit this
feature of cheir use of alr afloat.
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June 13, 19428.

Memorandum for Rear Admiral Spruance (Cont'd).

(g)

(n)
(1)

Marking our CV's shouldn't be done - 1%! (1) makeg
them & bulls-eye for enemy; (2) leads our people
%o expeot an esasy solutlion of a problem whioch gan-
not be easily solved. (Marks may be covered,
obliterated, enemy may see and oopy, ete.)

Great advantage of £ OV Task Foree.

Training of our oarrier air groups in sttacking
procedures has suffered badly sinoe the cutbreak
of war. It is subsitted that it s ilmperative
that greater opportunity for sueh traiming be
made availlable for groups which are negessarily
h-m,u the ecombat zone (ineluding the Hawsiian
Ereaj).

Respeotfully,

N. R. BROWNING.




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER CARRIERS

Subject: Report of Damage to Znenmy Junn‘#,ﬁ.ﬁ. 1942,
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3. June 6, 1942, .

. (2) Attack on enemy force, approximate position at
1300 1CT., Lat 29-33N., Long 175-35W.
{b) Composition of emery force: 4 ships, 1 3B, 1 CA,
1CL, 1 DD or 2 CAs and 2 DDs. .
(e) Dauege:
' 1l CA or BC -« deed in the water, helpless and
belng abandoned.

1l CA or CL - two direct hits and afire. Laking
10 knots on westerly course,

1 DD = suUni,

L The above assesament of danage is teken primarily
Trom reports of ENTIRFRISE pllots and YORITTOWL and HORIET pilots
who have been aboard ZITIHPRISE at one time or another. lore
complete reports from the HORIET and YORETOWN may reveal additional
damage, particularly the Tirst HORINET attacis on June 6th which may
have been executed axgainst a reported enemy group to the southwest
of the group attaciked by the INTIRFRISE.

B Without exceptioh all reports indicate that the four
enemy Carriers as well as the four Battlesllps and Heavy Crulsers
rfirst attacied by the Carrler Air Groups at noon on June Lth, show=
od lo sign of any previous damege., All ships were naneuvering at
high apeed and No smoike or fire was visible, All Carrier decks
were intact - one with wany planes aboard, the second, with four-
tean to twenty planes on atern and launshing alreruft, and the third,
one plane taxlog off but with few others o:a deck, The forth
Carrier et 1900 wes liutact, and had a short time bofore launched
its plancs for the second attack on YORITOWN.

e | e Wi e
Vhilsaos s deibiplda

Lisutenant Colonel, URL.

2
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER CARRIERS _

. June 12, 1942

FLLVRAIDU fR: Commander Tasik Force SIXTEEN.

Report of Damage to Enemy June 4,5, i
Fron u careful study and check of pilot's reports
lowing damage to eaeny surface vessels by Alr G
Jorces SIITLEN and SZVENTEZN Gppear to be reason

l..June 4, 1942
(1) Pirst ittack.

SubJeot:

(a) Tiue of attack: 1225 - 1250
(b} Composition of eneny force: 3 C
(e) Danage: '
3 CVs hit several tlmes by
bombs., All were burning
' plosion observed in one,
ly ldentifled as KAGA - A G
clasg, . >

1 CA - one or two di.mt - _' fle
underway when last seen. o454 iy

_ 1 CL - buraing lightly,
(2) Second Attack, T s

L
(a) Tiue of attack: 1§ 05
(b} Composition of

(e) Dnmn;n:

2. June 5, 1942. TG
(1) Search and attack er

a} Time of attack: ﬁ@a 0
H Couposition of foroe: 1 GLe
) Dam&ie; ﬂi-‘ I - o i,

Regraded Unclassified
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i -
| : First Attuck H Second Attock £ Third Attack :
| l s aunche 2 at 1088 : Launched : 31 Laur T F 086
i H = I i H 1
l o E : g "é . @ 'é ' : e 4t a d
B pprPiBppl ifpke fEEe BpnliBiepd
I BITTIENISE: 33 14 10 57 : $18 10 O 26 : 2b002, :3300 3' :320032: 72001
07 ! 3k 151059 3152028 $1360016:000 0 333002338 16014
'. z Fourth Attack H Fifth:Attack :
3 Laungne . oba 1088 - .n.u:.u::__ 1 L0omba 058
ik o 34 o : :
DEgel iRE R & e L Fd ;L
EITERM 235313121.6 EDGGD E;E;B:gﬁgg
WORMCT : 260 834 :41 0 0 1 S 2,002,:0000 3

| % About 9 of these ran out of fuel due to increused econsumption or bullet holes in t anks;

| 6 pilots snd 5 gunners have been recoverad,
| # 1 ¥? unde vater 1anding out of fuel, pilot recoverad, ,
| $ 2 were YCIETCWH planes. i

9 YORITUWN plune.
4 TNTERPAISE plme. . F . 4
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Serlal ( 027 ) Care of Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, California,
June 7, 1942,

COIFIDENTIAL

From: The Commanding Oificer.

To Commander Submarine Division Forty-twc.

Sub ject: Patrol Report of U.S.S. NAUTILUS.

Eneclosure: (A} Extract from %ar Patrol Report,

1 Enclosure (4) is & record of the activities

of this ship on June k4, 1942, Tt fn eore Of ¢ &t this time
bectuse of its possible current interest. Enclosure (4)

wlll also be included in the Tegular patrcl report submitted
8t the ¢nd of the cruise.

Wm. H. Brockman, Jr.

_—_—'“me‘-

.

BReélassified
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0755

0800

0E10
0819

0824

[ YA T IOYY
. U.Eﬂ-u- el a

Harrative of & JH&H LQ&E

e 2 ok

Submerged,

Kessage recelived that many plenes wero hesded for Lidve

& point bearing 32097 distance about 150 miles from the

island, This point was on the boundary of the [LAUTILUS

gl.t.rnl aresa,

ighted a fomatlion of six planes,

Sighted smoke of bombing nnd snti-elrereft fire beyund the

horizon bearing 331°T, Chuuged course to close the action

&nd went to battle statlons sulverged,

Tops of masts appeared dead ehead, Lhile ws;ing this

observation, was strafed by airersft. Cheanged depth to 100

feet, Echo reucing wes rirst heard st tlis tipe,

Sighted a rformation or four skips. Cne battleship of ISE

class aud one crulser urew tovard the stertcard bow, two

Otlier crulsers towsrd the bort bow. Declided to sttsck tle

bettleship end chunged course to drew ehead. Sighted and.

bombed by plane, A c:ulser of the JILTSU cluss epproached to

8ttack with depth cherpes. it lesst two ships were echo

ranging on the NAUTILUS.

JINTSU class crulser dropped pattern of 5 depth clerges

Tollowed seven minutes loter by & paltern of © depth clLarges.

lient to 90 feet to avoid Sscouting plenes. ine deyth

charges dropped at distance of sbout 1000 yards, uhen

Attack cessed, plened up to periscope depth to observe,

The picture presented on ralsin: the periscupe was one

never experienced in pescetime pruectices. Ships were on all

sides mov across the field &t nigh speed and clreling

away to evold the submarines position. Henges were sbove
yaris. The JINTSU cluss crulser had pissed over snd

wes now sstern., The builtleshl, was on our port bow and Tiring

her whole sterbosrd broadside battery «t the periscope.

Flag holsts were being nade; searohlights were tralned vt the

periscope. The exact position of the HAUTILUS may have

been known by the eneny at this time becruse e deci torpedo

was running hot in the tube ss & result o' the sheuring of

the torpedo retaining pln cduring the desth ol urgling.

Periscope estimate was mude on the ba tleship and put on the

anp&riﬂ Deta Computer. Range estimeted as I, 500 yurds,

angle on the bow £0° starboard, speed 25 pots.

Fired #l1 tube at battleship followed by #2 tubc with a 10

Tight offset. After riring #2 it wus found ther #1 hed not

fired. Battleship changed course to the lel't and Leadad

directly awey. Range to bntt%esl.i‘- had now lnervesed to

5,000 yards and track was 180°, Held rfurther fir.. During

Y I'rom
t
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0646

0900

0910
0%1e

0955

1029

1o47
1145

1224

1253

U.8,.3. HAUTILUS

this time echo ranging by surface ships wes continuous and
accurate, Immedistely ufte= our firing at the batt leship,
the JINTSU type crulser headed for NaUTILUS,

Went to 150 fet, Depth charge attack began. o dumage,
Juring depth churglng this day a short shrill whistle was
heard in the supersonlc recelver an instant before distunt
depth charges exploued, Close charges sounded lilke & Severe

hammer blow on the lhull and were not preceded by the whistle.

Ordered periscope depth., Battleship and other accompanying
ships, except JINTSU type erulser, were weil cut of rungse.
Boho ranging by crulser was still uccurate. o
Raised periscope and slghted aircraft carrier bearing O13

relative, Carrler was Jdlstant 16,000 yards and was ch.ung.ing

course continuously. She did not appear to be dumaged,

but was overhung by anti-aircraft bursts, RaUTILUS was on
u converging course, while making thls observation the
JINTSU tyjpe cruiser began to close sagauln at high speed,
Wihen erulser reusched 2,500 yards rfired #2 torpedo tube,
Crulser was observed to change course,

4 cruilser attacked with 6 deyth churges. These were nore
accurately placed than previous charges, Vent to 200 feetl,
used evaaive tactics at slow speed, btut continued advance
elose the carrier. Crulser ceontiuued echo ranging und a%
0933 two of her depth charges landed close,

Beho ranging ceased, OUrdered periscope depth to esticute the

situation. On looking found that the entire formation first
seen, including the attacking eruisers had departed. The
garrier previocusly séen was no longer in sight.

Saw 3 masts on the horlzon bearing 00597, distance 10 mllcs.
Changed course to 005°T, Ralsed the vertlcal anteima and
intercented & radic messsge stating thut m CV was damaged.
Large clouds of grey SmokKe were seen ut fow places over the
horizon. The nearest cloud of sooke hnd not previously been
sighted, so comtinued to close it utf the best speed thet the

condition of the battery and probuble future cperations for the

day would allow.

Sighted three planes approaching.  Lowered periscope and
verticel antenna and continuad a_prosch st perlscope depth.
Tdeptiried the scuce of amoke a8 s burning carrler, The
carrier was still ubout o milus eaway end was ln latitude
30° - 13' K longitude 179" - 17' W, Decided to overtake If
poasible and to attack.

iangs not having decrensed appreelably, cheanged speed to -
2/3 mhuad on both motors uftar estiuating that sufficlent
buttery capecity Just ramained for operations until night
fall.

Rango decreased, Slghted Lwo eruisars escorting the carrler.

Tentatively ldentified CV =8 u cerrler of the SURYU class,.

The carrler was on oven keel uni the hull appearcd 1o be
undamaged. There were no flanes snd the rire seemed to be
S

4
3
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1359

1405

1410

1431

U.s5.5. HAUTILUS

under control. acecompanying crulsers were about two niles
ahead of the carrler. y

The CV, which had been muking 7=3 knots when the approach
began, was now stopped. At closer range it was seen that
efforts were belng mode by borts under her Low to puss a
tﬂ::,?b‘ hawser und muny men were seen working on the fore=-
o a,

The decision hud to be made in which order to attuek the
targets presented. attuck on the erulsers snd leter on the
carrier was considered, but the remaining capuacity of the
bauttery would not allow a further chase of several niles
to catch the moving crulsers, even if it were possible to over-
take them. The decision was the refore nmade to complete the
destruction of the CV before she could be repaired or taken
in tow, Approach contlinued ¢t periscope depth, an approach
course was chosen to pive tor;edc hits on the staruvosrd or
island side of the carrier. Juring the next hour a repeated
checik was made of the Silhouettcs of american and Japunese
curriers in order to be certain of the ldentity of the
target. The target wes s carrier of the SUHYU class.

FPlred three torpedous ut the carrler from periscope depth.
attempts to fire /4 torpedo tube were unsuccessful,

Imnmedle tely prior to ririlng ecch torpedo, the Torpedo uata
Computer genersted bearing was checked by a periscope bearing.
Ilsan run of torpedoes waus 2700 yards. The wakes of the tor-
pedoes were observed through the periscope until the torpedoes
struck the target., Hed flumes appeared wslong the length of
the ship from the bow to amidships. The fire which had first
attracted us to the attack had been undernesth the demolished
after rflight deck und wes n.erly extinguished by the time the
HAUTILUS reuached the firing point. This flre again broke

out. Boats drew away from the bow and many men were seen golng
over the side, all 5 officers in the conning tovwer cbserved
the results of the torpedoling.

Fired last of three torpedoes at the ca.rier. Crulsers

began reversing course at nigh speed and started to echo
range.

Crulser passed directly over the top of the NaAUTILUS,

Changed course to 190°T and went to 300 feet., a prolonged
depth charge attuck now began, eleven cherges being dropped on
the first attack. This entive burrage was close und well
pleced except thut charges were set tooc shallow amd exploded
above the ship. A few small leaks were sprung, 4t this

time s sound was heerd like that which would be caused by

a chain being dragged across the ship. It may be interesiing
to note thuet & siniler nolse was heard by a Britlish submarine
under depth charge attuck about one year ago.

Depth charge sttock continued. A soumd simllar to heavy
obJects landl ng on the deck was heard twice. The sound
operator reported the nolse of propellers all arcund the dial.

qwactone "}



% %

U.5.8. NaUTILUS

Changed depth to 200 feet, Ten mlnutes later the last two
depth charges were dropped some clstance away.

Came to periscope depth. Saw carrier, but the escorting
cruisers were no longer in sight. They hud ebandoned the
carrier and she was afire elonpg the entire length.

Heavy black smoke enveloped the carrier and formed a cloud
over the ship to & height of a thousand feet. The offlicer
meking this observation cowpared the cloud to the oll smoke
which arose from the U,3.3. ARIZONA when that ship burned at
Pearl Harbor, T.E., December 7-9. Nothing cculd be seen of
the carriers hull.

Heard heavy subsurface explosions and went to depth cherge
stations. A search by periscope failed to reveal any object
in the vicinity except the still greater cloud of black
smoke from burning oil. If the carrier was not found by
patrol planes which searched the vicinity the following
morning, the Commanding Officer belleves that she was
destroyed at this time by fire and internal explosions.

He d4id not however actually see her slnk.

sSurfaced with exheusted battery and returned to NAUTILUS
patrol area. Four torpedoes eipended, forty-two depth
charges recelved.

Upon surfacing no swoke or flame of any sort was scen.

The note below might be of somwe value iu deterwlnlug 1if
the Japs do have & new unuelwster sound apparatus. Cbservat-
ions were uade by I. E. Wetmore, C.R.M. (Aa), U.3. Nevy.

"In connection with the depth charge attacks made
on us this morning and this afternocon, the following
facts were noted spéocifically:

1., Just before the start of the attacks, or at
least before the enemy closed on us, & pecullar
erackling noise was heard approximetely on the bear-
ing where the enemy was seen by periscope. Thise
occurred in each instence before hils propellers
were heard and continued untll sbcut the time the
first of the charges were dropped.

2. The bearing of this sound was quite sharp
(ebout 2 or 3 degrees) although it could be
heard from quarter to quarter astern.

3, The best description I could give of the
character of the sound was that it sounded like
someone drezging a stick rapidly and at a steedy
rate along & picket fence, and there was @ hollow=

-‘a.-
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4. The possibility of the

of underwater-sound "RADAR" is

m t:nrt our approximate :
our exact location this

noon, very quickly - even before ulos,ln: to iﬂuﬁ{!

performance of duty of the officers and men of this

du'l.':l.ng this strenuous day was in eccordance iith the m#
tions of the Navy. The work of the diving

Li-utmnt Hogen, needs special mention for hi- upﬂ h
of the ship. Lﬁ. officers perforued tieir duty in an uum-m
manner.

Regraded Unclassified
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U.8.8. HORNET
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Berial 0018
San Franeisee, Cal!6ir,.
June 13, 1942, 4
From; Oommanding Officer
T Commander-in-Ghief, U.5. Fesific Fleet.
Yie : Comuander Task Foroe SIXTHEN,
Subjeat: Hepors of jetion = 4L=6 Juns 1942.
Heferensce! l-i UsBs Kuvy Regulations, .rt. Tla.
b) OlnePAQ despaten of 6 Juns 1942,
Loelosure ) i) Yhotegraph of burning Japenese Orulsar.
B) Ast of sasualties.
€) lisconmsudations for awards.
D) Report of Comsanding Uffiocer, Vi=3.
E) Copy of refareunce (b) (parsphrased).
¥) Squadron truok elarts,
e analysis of events of June
gLt
1. In sseordanse ui.t.ll Olng: AC Uperetlon lsu 29=42,

the IWINET g0t underway from .earl jwrbor at 1130, .ay 28, 1942,
recovering tue ALr Group at sea, at 1630 the same afterncon. Une
SHD would not start at K.. Fi s Bud tue pllot was flown Lo Lhe
il in the rear seat of & TED. This pertieular pilot, Lieut-
saant oJe ddbelm, Usliele, was later oredited witi twu direot
1000=1b. bomb hits oo & Illﬂllh-hi. or Leavy eruiser, on Juns b.
An sdditional SuD, Enslgn ReD. dilliman, Usdeiieiie, pllot, was
lost wie rollewing moraing when it eresied avout 15 miles from
Ghe ahl, wiuile on intersedlate «ir jatrol, ,scbebiy due ¢ -ngine
fallure., o personusl were recovered., 7The ..ir uroup thea evnslst-
od of 27 VF, )5 V8B, snd 15 VI8, whieh airereft stren th was saeln-
tained until contaet was :ade with the enamy, oxeept for tempor-
ary decomnisslionings for minor repairs,

. Aftar passing bhrough ..Ual Che.uel, sourse 29697,
wes maintained until the afterncon of uYay 31, wien course wae
shenged to 290°7T,, sud seiutalned until arrivel et olut "Luok"
on 1 June. Un the nloht of Jay U a Qind A0 intellligesce
rejort, . lving an scecurate euilsste of Lie Japauese Jidway
foree orgsnization, was reos.ved. Durlu, ey 3L two re cris
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gerlal 0018
June 13, 1942
dubjeot: Keport of .etlom - 4-6 June 1942.
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were received that Jaupanese bombers had been sighted northwest
of ildway., at 1630, June 2, Task Foree 17 was sighted. The two
forees remained seperated, but usually within visual contast.
Tesk roroe 16 remsined in the vieinity of Feint "Luek" until
June: 3, “ord haviu; been received that the enemy main body had
been sighted bearin; 261° T,, 700 miles from lldway, course was
get to the mouthwest,

3. It was at about this time that several despatehes
were sent to the Task Foros Cormender in high command oiphers.
It is strongly recommended that earriers be lssued a olass 5 orypto-
graphie allowaneej these ships way well bucome separated durling
ocntinuous air operations and the oarrier conmanding officers
require all available information., The reselipt of this informa-
tion will obviate the necessity for a large part of the visual
traffis so 4ifficult to dellver by semaphors from the Task Foree
Commander to the sarriers.

ke The rfirst indicution of the poesible loocation of
another suiemy force wap recelved at 0810, June L, in CinCrAC
041807 whioh reported tihe sighting of a seaplane bearing 320° T,.,
100 miles from kidway, Two minutes leter ocame a report of many
planes in the same violuity, and 14 minutes later amother of 2
enemy CV on the same bearing, distance 180 miles, 1[he shlp was
oslled to General . uarters, and remaiued iu that condition until

after dark.

5a At 0900 (mll times given hereafter are zone plus 10)
comsensed launshing the ..ir Group for sttack] VUB loaded with
500=1b, bombs, VIB with torpedoes and VP with x,0. asmunition only.
Ine objective, enemy carriers, wus caloulated tc be 155 miles
distant, bearing 239° T, from this Task ¥oreej ome division of 10
V¥, —quadron Commander (Lisutenant Commander 5,0, kitohell, U.S.N.)
iu charge, was sent with 35 Vub and 15 VIB, to afford fighter pro-
tection, Ueferred departure wus used, A combat alr patrol had
been maintained sinee one half hour before sunrise. .n unfortum=-
ate asrolozicel feanture of the day's sotion was the faot that the
wind was light (about & knots) and directly away from the snemyj
every time the ocoubet patrol was relieved, or a forced landing
was recovered, our attaek planes had & longer run back to the ship,
and lnoreased the distanoe butween this foree and the enemy. WHe-

Between 130 wnd 2100, launehing
ng were belng uﬂnﬁu;tﬂ -mn ;;nt?i.::nu-lr
renerally easterly heading pnd at high speed, e VEB return-
g: ;m;hnm. ltnl"ﬂll in pgroups, Seouting & and Commander HOWNAT Adr
Jroup together, Une section of Bombing 8 retummed alone. Thirteea
plunes of sombing € landed at Midway due to lack of gasj two of 11#{

pnd resovery operatic
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these ran out of gas and landed in the Lagoon at lidway, The
resmalning sleven were gassed, ordered 1o attack the enemy, and
return to HUNNLT if posalble, They were unable to loeate the

eneny und landed on board at 1727,

6. None of Seouting € or bombing 6 wade contact with
the enemy on the above flight. .Jter searohiung the pruseribed
besaring the iSquadrons turned south to seareh in the direction of
enemy advanee, 8 it turned out, had they turued north, countsect
would probebly have been made, This was due to the fact that
when planes took off, they took course to lotercept the enemy,
at that time reported headed on course 140° T,, speed 25 sucts.
About one hour after the planes had departed the eneny reversed
hie scurse und started Lis retiresent. Ve did not break radic
silenee to report this to the planes. None of Fighting 8 whieh
weat with the attssk group returned to the ship, They remained
with the V8B until forced to head for Midway due to laok of gas,
Five pilots have been rescued] without inforuation es to point
of resous, They are assumed to have landed in the water oo a

line running 320° T, from kidway.

7. Torpedo 8, led by Lieutenant Commander John C, waldrem,
V.8.N,, was lost in its entirety. This squadvon flew at 100 knots
below the clouds while the remainder of the group flew at 110 knots,
olimbing to 19,000 feet., Lleutenant Commander Waldron, a highly
aggressive -rtiur leading a well trained squadron, found his
target and at « Abtention is invited %o Lnolosures (C) and
(D) and %0 reference (b). This Squadron is deserving of the highe
@8t honors for flnding the enemy, pressing home 1ts attack, with-
out fighter protection and without diverting dive bomber atiacks
to draw the emsmy fire. Easigm G.H., Oay, A=V(N), U.,B.N.k., is
worthy of additiomal &8 foF making a terpedo hit and oy the

resence of mind he showed in hiding under his seat cushion,after
ahot dowm, for several hours, thereby probably saving his
own life and giving us an exesllsat sye-witness pleture of the
damage saused by the attask on the ensmy earriers.

[ Very little was sesn by this saip of the saesy attasks
on the YORKTOWN, AS 1410, ensay torpedo planes were rejorted te
be attasking Task Foree 17, whieh was almost hull down on the
horison So the morthwestward. Many anti-aireraft bursts were olear-
planss were seen to fall in flames.
acen

mmmn:m-unmmu shortly
shereafter. During the attask VF-8 fighters dowa three sunemy
and two dive bombersj eme




e/ 6= 0¥10/14
uerial OOLE
o e ljl LHLE

Sub jeot: Report of actlon = k=6 June 1942,

-.—.------—-#-—l-—p—--d------—-—--——-H—H—

of VoBs waus, for a short wnlle, thought Lo be enemy V1B, OUne
YOKKTOWN fighter plane, whose pllot was wounded in the foot, orash-
landed aboard, He had not eut Lis jun switoh, Upon oreshing, all
six of hie machine guns commsnoed (iring in the direection of the
{sland and continued riring for aovout 2 seconds, 50 oallber
bullets sprayed the after end of the islend, killing the after
s5-inoh gun eontrcl officer, Lisutensnt H, k., Ingersoll, Usiraling
{son of Vice admiral Ingersell), and L enlisted men, and woundling
20 others, the majority of whoa were in bBattle II behind one-inoh,
especially hardened armor plate, The bullets penetrated not only
this armer plate but also penetrated a i" steel I~-beanm,

9 Adreraft operatiocns on easterly oourses shortly omused
this ship to lose sight of the YUILKTU'@i. The YiBs were belng re-
armed., When the 1l planes of VBE returned from kidway they had only
to be gassed, Had they located the snemy and made thelir attaek prior
%o their return, they probably would not have been ready to send on
ths next flight.

10, At 1644 the NTLWwiIbs was apparsatly attagked by
aireraft, no damage being done,. At this time the INTLKWIKISE
was about 12 -IJ.-- to westward, This ship was not attacked.

1. At 1803 eommenoed launehing the second attack m:x.
consisti of 16 VoBa, The target wes then assuned to bear 2789 T.,
distant 162 miles and was supposed to conslist of two or threse burn-
ing CVs, 1 or 2 BEs, Cis and DDs. At 1930 the atteok was ccmmenoed |
thres ts were made on one HBE (2 1000-1b. bombs and 1 500=1b.bomb)}
2 500-1b, bomb hits were made on a heavy eruiser, All planes
returned from this attack, the last plane landing aboard at 2059.
The ons snemy CV sighted was Dot attacked, as it was bumling through=
out its entire length and was assuned to ’:n of mo further value as

a target,

12, During the night of i=5 June the task foree retired to
the sastward until 0200, 5 June, when course was ochanged tc 000° T,,
and at 038 to 2709 T, AL 0110, 3 Juns the casualties, resulting
from the aseldental firing of the V¥ maehine guns, wese burled at
sea, During the night, {information received indlsated that an
wnﬂ-mmuw-wt.. 170 = 200 miles from Midway,
o sourse Vest to Northwest, and that thers was a probability that
a sarrier was still shle to operate planes,

At 09 speed was ohanged to 25 knots sad the fores
-mﬂm M.I.c'nlulu eourses throughout the « A% 1T,

launshing the attesk group, eonsisting of 26 « The
'h' |
U |
j i
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*hény foroe at this time was thought to bear 3250 Tey distant 240
miles from Midway, end to consist of 2 Biis, & CAm, 1 CV und so~e
DDs. At 2004, having failed to Bight any me jor enemy foroe after
condusting a h}-u- seareh, the attaock Eroup sttucked an enemy
CGL or DU in & position 278 -iJ.u bearing 315° T, from the MU, .

tioen at time of launohing, lNo direet hites were observed; it
8 estinated that 5 500-1b, bombe landed within 100 feet ol the
tu:t. All planes returmed with the exeeption of one whlch land=
od the water near the ENTEIUR Lk due toc fusl sihaustion;
personnsl were reeovered in s fine menner in the darkness by the
AYLWIN, Most of the landings were made after complete derkness
had set in, Few of the pillots had previous ni.nt oarrier landing
sxperiense. .ll planes returned with very little ges; one plane
landed, ocut of fusl, in our arresting gear,

1k, Course 280° 7., speed 15 was maintained during the
aight, the enemy heving been reported to be heading slightly
south of west, probably to Join the Southern Toroes. J_hortly
before sunrise NT./UHIL launched recoonalsauce flizht to
Search the ares from 120° throuzh lest te 360° for a distance
of miles. Conteot was made by the Pilot in the section 2300 -

T., the ensmy bearing 239° T., distent 150 miles from tiims

+«+ The conteaot report mace by radio and due to voloe error
the sxpression "BB" was heard as "QV", Aoordingly, 1 OV wus
reported to Commander Tamk Foree 16, The pllot lmuedlately re-
turned to bese and reported oorruetly 1 BB, 1 Ca, 3 L, by nessuge
drop and verbally., Crulsers were then erdered to galsi and main-
tain sontaet with their S0Cs, treck the eneny snd keup the UIC
informed. It is coneeivable that, Lad tuls procedure been fol-
lowed on the previous day, some Susmy units whioh escaped wicht
not have been able to do so,

15. At 0957, commenced launohiag eir Broup of 26 vup
and 8 V¥, The latter were ordered aloug in oamsa of previously
undetested air opposition, They aided in the attack by offective-
1y straffing destroyers., .t 1150 the .ir Toup courenoed lts
attack on the enemy foree which consisted of 1 BB, 1 CiA, end
3 DDs, 142 miles bearing 235° . frow WRILT 1015 position,
Tesulting in the following: 2 1000-1b, bombs wng ) 5U0=1b, bemb
on the BB plus two 1000-1b, near misses within 50 feet or up;
two 1000-1b. hits on a Cij ome 500-1b, hit on the stern of a L1,
Four YF straffed ome DU whieh Pﬂhhlr sustalned heavy personnel
Gasualties on the bridge and upper works, Une of UL.T VB was
a reutly hit and shot down by AA Tire in this atteck, .41

8 of this attack insist that the prineipal tarpet was
:Ifmillr a BB (probably KIKIS!IMA olass) anc not & Ci., All
Planes except the one shot down were recovered st 1245 and roesrmed.

«§e
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16, & 1239 T ULkl . launched her only attaek of this
day, 31 V. o belleved launched, Interceptions on the voloe attask
frequency indicated s large ueasure of suocess, after a long
delay whiie waltiug Tor 3 VIL to reach the target,

17, fhe wind was light but favorsble throughout the day,
blowin: stral ht from the enemy; launehing was conducted cesasion=
wlly withcout deviation from lleet ecurse or apeed.

i8, Upon the return of the JTUR (JILL Oroup, 24 VHE were
lusnoned st 153 for whet préved to be the Tinal attack of the
tlree=-day notlon, Une deferred foreed landing returned at 1602,
‘'t 1045, the attack wus begun on the enemy foree consisting of
1l CA [gmbuhly KINUGA A #1."’. 1l Ci or BL& and 2 Dbs, The
loroe wus at this ticme sbout 110 miles 264° T, from HOWNET -
woultes of thie attuek ‘are as Tollows: One 1000=1b, bomb hit on
Lay 8ix 1000=1lb, boadb hite on Ca or CL, 1 1000-1b, bomdb hit em DD,
Vory hesvy exploslons were seen in the Ci, and it was left complete-
ly wutted by fire, personasl abandoning ship, At 1728 the attask
sroup returned, without losses, and was recovered, Hetirement was
com enoed oo » northessterly eourse, Uruiser seaplanes assumed
the lnuer uir patrol.

19, 4t 1544y, the Tollowlng TH. message was reeeived f=om
Livr "Have you painted white cross on topeide as previously
direeted¥” [iis was answered in the affirmative, At about 1700
vue pllot saw & white crose on the forecastle of the CA which he
attogked, It ls considered nighly probable that the foregoirg IBS
tronsnissions were intercepted, for although this equijment is Jmowm
to be PLJ'M for culy mheort distances, it is also known that
8u or=iTequendy transn.splouns Have Leen heard for at least 300 miles.

20, {ue Commmnding Ufficer desires to commend the entire
erew ol Lhe JU iy to the Commnder-in-Ohief as deserving of high
pralse for thelr periormancs of duty during the subjeet motion.
Al bands conduoted Lhempolves in a manner fitting the Navy's best
traditlions, Jhere were no outstandin: individuals, as the sction
wae purely an slr actlon, and there is no esuse for ocemsurs,
veor. mncations for awerds to the Alr Groupy are contalned in
.noloeure (G},

21, deospltulstion of own and enemy losses follows
(porsonsel casusltlies by neswe are ineluded in Enelosure (B))i

o il
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Bubjeot: Report of .otlon = L=6 June 1942,
23 _lesses:
15 TED on 4 June (1 g.u.nt rescued ),
A¥=h on 4 June (6 pilots rescued).

SHDs 4=6 June (4 pilots und 4 Rk rescued).
psive sotloni

torpede hit om OV (knsign Oay)(irobably more by VTE),
mere Tighters shot down.
dive bombers shot down.
1000=1b. bomb hits on HB.
« bomb hit on HB,
b, bomb hit on CA or CL.
b, near misses (under 50') on b,
straffed Wy L VF.
B. bomb hits on CA,
« bomb hit on DD,
1 1000-1b. bembd hit on Ci.
6 1000=1bh, bomk hits on CL or Ca.
1 1000=1b. bomb hit om LD,

"WOTE ) Made by YORKTOWN pilots flylug with Vi-8,

'§

HJPHHF-HHF
13

4

are sonslusiocns drawn from the aotion

aa. Fellowing
whish are partisularly applicable to alrerarft:
(a) A righter eapable of eoping with the Lero ri hter
required

{(®») YF whieh asccompany the sttack group should have the
same eruising range as the aireraft they ascompany.

(e) Combad patrols should cousist of elements at iuter-
mediate and high altitudes. Vectoring a fighter from 20,000
fool to 1000 feet and beask to 20,000 feet consumes an in-

erdisate smeount of Muel.

d4d) Insreased emphasis on the simplification and worke
Ay of alreraft madiocs is needed. Throat mierophones

are gemarelly unsatisfastery.

) Whem sarriers
B8 LSS oma
sddition te ohe whish
IT# mmbar, VWype
s a soatinual soures of this infer-
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ENOLOSURE (E) to Hornet Serial 0018 dated June 13, 1942.

SECRET= P69625 SECRET-
RESCUED AND NOW AT WIDWAY ENSIGN GAY oF TORPRON EICMT SCORED
HIT ON CARRIER BUT WAS SHOT DowN o DEPARTURE BY ZERO
FIGHTERS X SAW FOLLOWING WHILE WIDING yipEn CUSHION AND NOT
INFLATING WIS LIFE RAFT UNTIL DARK x WUOTE X CARRIER SLIGHTLY
SMALLER THAN TW0 GIANTS BURN I NG AND A SHIP THOUGHT A
BATTLESHIP ON FIRE X SAW SEVERAL Mi7s DIVE BOMBERS FROM H|s
GROUP AN1) BOTM BIGGEST SIZE CARRIERS STARTED BURNING F |ERCELY
X CRUISER TRIED TO RESCUE PERSONNEL NEAREST HIM LATER BEGAN
FIRING TO SINK IT X IDENTIF)ES THIS SHIP AS KAGI OR AKAG X
CARRIER HE HIT WITH TORPELO AND,LATER BY DIVE BOMBERS NEARLY
DEAD iN WATER ALL AFTERNOON X DESTROYER LATER CAME ALONGS|DE
NEAREST CARRIER AND TOOK OFF PERSONNEL X NEAR MORN ING ME
HEARD A NUMBER OF TREMENDOUS EXPLOSIONS x ALL THREE CAR% |ERS
WERE SEEN BURNING FIERCELY X JAP PLANES CIRCLED OVERHEAD A
LONG TIME X UNQUOTE X NoW THAT ENEMY IS %1THOUT AIR CONs|DER
IT A FAVORABLE OPPORTUNITY ATTACK LiGHT FORCES

nome  SEGRET

JUNE 6 1942 PARAPHRASE NO 237 RTC~~8ECRE T--




In Reply Refer to

No U. S. S. HORNET

T

ERCLOOULE (4) to Lornet _erlal 0018 duted June 13, 1942,




gnolosure (B) to Hornet Serial 0018 dated June 13, 1942

List of Casualties

Killed in jetion (Ship's Company )

Lieutenant Hoyal Rodney Ingersoll Sigunal Number 471k USN.

Platoon Sargeant William Burt Ignatius Serial 222784 UsSMG.
Private First Class Fred Wilfred O s Jr. Serial 1871 USNMO.
irivate Lowell Edward Humfleet Serial 316213 USMOR Olass )B.

ﬁllud in getion

Elmer arthur Weyer 283 A9 50 Seale USN.

‘1 asing in ,etion.

Lieutenant-Commander John Charles Waldron Signal No. 1927 UsN.
Lieutenant Raymond Austin Moore Signal Number 5620 USN.
Lisutenant James Charles Owens Jr. Signal Number 5515 UaN.
Lieutenant EJ:} T) Jeff ‘Davis Woodson USN.

Lieutenant (Jg) (T) George Marvin Ommpbell USN.

Ensign William Robinson Evans Jr. A-V(N) USHNR.

Eneign iarold Johm Ellison A*V(N) USNR.

Ensign william wilson Creamer A-V(N) USNR.

Ensign John Forter Gray A-V(N) USHRe

Ensign Ulvert Mathew Moore A-V(N) USNR.

Ensign Henry Russell Keanyon Jr. A-V(N) Usum,

Ensign William warner Aberoroamble A=Y(N) USHR.

Ensign Grant "W® Teats A-V(N) USMR.

Tom Hartsel Pettry 265 84 38 ARMle USN.

Ross Eugene Bibb Jr. A&07 85 Arm3e V-3 USHR.

George Arthur Field 403 73 26 iRM}e USN.

Otway David Oreasy Jr. 405 75 Ol ARM2c V-) USHR.
Francis Samuel Polston k5 77 Seale UsN.

Max arthur Calkins 316 65 55 ARM3e USN.

william Pranklin "“m‘::{ 43 86 ARM)e USN.

Amelio Marfel 375 79 10 e V=) USHR.

Darwin lawrence Olark 321 A2 11 ARM2e UsN.

Ronald Joseph Fisher 372 1k )2 ARM2e UBN.

iswell Lovelace Picou 664 Ol 61 Seale V-2 USHR.

Bernerd Phillip Phelps 337 27 89 ARM2e USl.

Horaee Franklin Dobbs 05 20 ORM(FPA) UsSH.

Hollis Martin 385 85 69 ARM2o USN.

Robert Kingsbury Huntington 382 kk &8 ARM3e USN.

Robert Bruee Miles 368 33 64 APle UsN.



List of Casualties (Con't)

W.hm

X Lisutenant Commander Samuel Gavid Mitehell Sigons]l Number 2872 USN.
% Lisutenant Stanley Erdman Rushlow Signal Number 5193 USN.
% Lisutenant (Jjg) Rishard & Signal Number 5500 USN.

Ensign Charles Markland Ke Jre A=V(N) USNR.

Ensiga Geerge Russell Hill Jr. A-V(N) UGNR.

Ensign Stephan William Groves A-V(N) USNR.

Easign Doa "T* Griswold A-V(N) USHR.
Kennsth Oeeil Buneh 321 34 35 iRMle USN.

K Rescuved

‘F-.'l
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Ar Growp Vistingulshed rlyin: Cross, with the follewin.

cltation:

"For &lstinqulsied mervice end extroondinary hevolss i
seriel flight oa June Oth, 1942, when, with he utnost eoolness
and thoreuch metlculousnes the fleein: enesy forces were mibjected
to marclless destructl n by banbing « cod straffing, ia the fuce
of antialrcraft fire“,
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-uselntly, the clroumstanees mupyortin tis reconmsnded

award are;

Task Foree 16, Laviag received deflnlte infesmation of
mm#-_-{ aarr ordered a ntiagk on
those A8 prisary o A able
of beln sirborne vere loumsled at 0900 LOT on lhe of
hth, 1943, Included in tils croup was Torpedp 5q ’

2 vohn Ce aldrom, Ulli, Jwt prisr to
launciln , Le Les reported to tus : final
instrue and las stressed Lis Wat Lls seusdron was well

rerardless of usnoes, ..ls ,ris determina
en abtack "i"‘"‘ oba bis hmm“lh-.- LT ]
e poselinllity tiat Lis sgued ws do.oed te with

0 ¢ ance vi.tever of returnin ssfely %o t.e oarrier

all pressmtewl'l tle remarimile devol Lo duty and {uq pearascnal
intesrliy of o of1 lowr wiose  llote a-ked enly ..t Wey e allored
t.:mm:l.nm-dm.;ﬂn and disastrous fate sure to rollow suek an
[ Hﬂ.

‘orpedo uadron LLcht, f1r1ln 0 low, benestl e trokea
ol uds, Lecase sepurvied Trow t.e resalnder of Lle group, w leb
Ilaw -:.! (L er levels, (ay found :.e eneay earriers r.ﬁo-l nt
i h eltitude 414 not, eset on .1l sides Ly 'le ly ero
Liters, w.lel vwere do..00d atteeklin: © ez in foroe, and faged
wlti, ax nm.ln:,l{ metmble serean of orulsars o '« & o Toyers,
Lo squalion vallolly drove In Lo slort ran 9,  lune wIter slune
we Lot down In flosas by fliters, antl lrereft bursts were
#euri. ruoed sud tearin: olunks of fusel:e, and #till the suuadron
tored la, Tiose whio were left dropped u..b- torpedoes at  olint
Mlank rampe, saw .oan ~an true s explode - ith liindine rlasies
woalnet Lo eldes of s ensay oarriers. e .ad de oart . in
for Tesi forcey aod for the 'mwy, Ltlab Joponeee owip JOoUEr won
eri, L het e storte

trwined and reaqy and Lict @ wg mma:um“ !
£
&
i
4
okt
g
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2

tnly one curvivor, froc we fifteer lines el tiirty
on w0 wnned Ls toroedo slanes, Lls left ‘o tell tie etory, The
"o sl poaief gtotlon spencs for ltaelf, Lo Ll . ar sewlcs nor

/b

T R R TR e ST L - . L=H Regraded Uneélassified

tmalilons of tie sarvive oculd rossitle Ye cite® w & wllant
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(Reports of setion have not been received from eight pllets)
Eneny Shot jrobably shot Dowa
Down-Oertefn OF Damaged

HAME
H-Mr. l-lt Thach (VF=) I". vt VT
'-.0 ‘H " ivr
HeG. Cromsslin (VF-42) ivr
;.:. Brassfield (Vr-42) H"I ave
=-:- Lastson ['F-ur], o -
u:n: ‘ n-ll.::; i“ 2vs, vy
'lﬁ.rl Hlll ',-‘: -
-.- Iirl 1“ ive
Ens. J.B. Bain IH] ivr -
Eas. D.C. Sheedy tﬂh 1l vVF ]
EnS.: li«i« Bass
Mash. D.C. Barnes (YF=3) avT avr
Total Certsain Bag: m g - 9
e -._L.
Orand Total 25
Total ‘robable ag (Damaged or Sict Down)t
Enamy VF - &
- YB-T7
= Yre-2
Grand Tota' 15
hl.hun uli /f

Regraded onclassified



« Ring, LsN
I.hlh-nm ReRe. Johasen, Ul
idsutenant (Jo) Fele Ba ush
uaslgn . De Qarter, .=V(N m
inslgn '« F. Grant, A‘TI']
Lisutecant J.E. Vos®, Ui
Lisutsannt J.J. LyuoL, w
Lieute ant A-#“M ".‘
Enmlgn ie Je a2l A=
Kusign J. Re Rioer, A V(N) Jukm
inelgn s«Cs 'lﬂ. A=V(H) ULNK

ﬂllm He .‘l.. m‘:?: j;-'rmm
ias ™ . L ]
snalgn ;- Ee ¥ 3-"‘4 Ju"{']m

nelgn X, K. numr--. A=V (M) VLR
msign De Do adams, A=V(N)ULNR

Enslgn Jeo e kimg, A=V(N, visB

SLOLER Je se Barrevs, .=V(N)usaRr
roslgn Ge G. Bebas, uﬂl} iR

M o,

mutﬁuu CoBe ﬂtlll
NOGHE, Ole ARRS
RADKK, foMe —
AXHCHLGION T o AlMDS
WUODU, ssle Alddle
STULAT, O.T. .Jmuu
KILZY, Gu0s Ak
.mnﬁ Pore s idBe
nm..& " :D'

@il
um.n.i Debe Jule
FENOU Ry Gu X
PUORMAN , " BV,
.ﬂ'.ma r'lul'n::'u-
L ]
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U.5,8. HCLNET

FIGHTING THRES = ACCUUNT F AIKCHAFT

Flans Disposision Total
Landing erasa 29 Jh.‘r-] 2
jﬁu L] L] » -
Iir-é Shot up while on Torpedo esoors to
Jap.Cv),
=24 . - = ™ - " - - j
3r-9 shot dowm while on Torpedo ergort Lo
;IP-“- 1
r-2 Bhot down durilo; Torpede attack on
Yorktown.
’r—? " L] " " " "
J'-“ - = - - " "

Ir-8
r-lié Shot up & erash on YKTH.after Torpedo

Eseort.
3r=23 Left on YKTH. besause very low on gas.
3r-17 Crash on Lateryrise by VF=o0 pilot.
3r-3 ieft on 4Loter rise for minor repairs.

! Thrown cver
i side
TCTALS: available lor lHornet
i i

-
]
1-

Final Disp.
Left on YK'"™
- L] -

Hornet pushed
over side.

Lost

lost
Loss

Lost

Laft oo YK'"TH,
- L] -

eIt on ENT.

Jd« 9. THACH,
uml”i. H-I.I..
OCommanding, VF-3.

Enslosure (D)

2o



U,8,.8, HORNET

RAME RELARES
L8(Jg) B.T. dmcomber (VF=42) Laft ea Yorktowa
LS Jg) E.5. doCuskey (VFr-42) Left on Enterprise

Lt(Jg) 1+B. Woollea (VF=b2) Missing ila ietion
EnS. B.Re. Bassett(VF=42) " » -

malosure (D)

KE CURT QN VIP=) PILOTS NUT ABCAKD U.Se8. HURNET

AOTION
V" eseort for attsck
on enamy ourriers.
VB & VI attacks on

YT & VB attaok ou Jork'wm
VT essort for attask
on

iTobubly suot dowh.
Ens. R.Le Hllht!wg Left on Enter rise VH attask on York'ta.
Eas. HeBes Glbba (VF=h2 Kissing in ,etion m ¥T attasks on

Lowh.
Ens. “.F. H-;g Vi=42) Kissing im .eticn YT attasx oo Yorktown.
Ens. Heds ED r=3) Laft on Torktowm pid not Tly.
Ens. R«C. Evans t""'j - - - pld oot Tlye
Eas. V.H. werris (Vr-3) . = " pid not fly.
Ias. M. Tootls (VF=3) Landed iz water after selleved ,loked up
VT attask & Yorktown by DD.

Mash, T.F. OQheak (vr=3) Laft oo Yorktown VT esocrt for attask

en susmy carriers.

21
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1. Jttaslied 18 & sl ned stutusent by UL,
leroy, luide, Usle Navy, of ombla, Ujusdron 1ILIT.
Ie L Lluserviewed jusl. fi .« e AT wpd e volls

e UL M re ole wnd would lmt. 1Y Hl atLrully laurd
[ TESY Y T F T LP were Lrue sond ni.ur{"- lame 17 sdzself

‘o8B 80 busy st l.u- Liwe be Lad Lls voluwse vuroed way dowm
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Lo mil at tie tine, (e OuanoL amplify Ul_ . L' stutecsat
in any waye
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snelosure (N) te nermet Serial OOMS dated Juae 13, 19h2.

STATRRUT F  Jlolak ,nu- e NAVY, BOMSBUD
B UADSCH EIUIT, wrh. ! By * LEARGH
nmmlmnmr;&n »

Ihull-muuunm-ir‘:: lﬂﬂl’l‘r

frem uWis Torpedo Squsdroa =ILUT planss. t hww sxat

what tise 1t was, but we had besn guoe qulte & mmm
heeded 1at0 uidwaye .oat I aesrd was “Johmny CRe

BB U Llsutenant

the alr a lu-hlrnl'

also henid fin say ™ ateh thess Tlghters”; wlso

jow s I dolnog”,

I.L-:-J.u-thu l.—d.hu.l.r'l ulso "I'd give a

million to mnow who dons wiat™, | also heard someune S0

*There's two flghters lu bie water®, ! slso Necrd soecns

say "ij two wing wem sre . Olig i tie wuter”. I t..ink it

wus Kre "mldron who ssid Luose last two thing.n LOO.

1
l
B
]
E_
F
E
i

‘® @0t iu to -idway = =.lle iatesr sud leuded salelye. 1
was Talking L0 & @8 Leil Tlere Wi were il s OFew of & bL=i7
(8 ¥ijing Fortress) wio had Just coue lus. L(he of thes twold
e L® Buw u gFeuy oI Wrpedo  lei@u wjbuos « Jap joree nad
L8 Licu it BLere were Lits made ou w0 o8, SarTiers sad one
hit oo o Jap Uutilesal « '@ was » medlus size fellow with
duri Lalr. Somscoe tovld ne Le (the ‘ewllow | talked LO) wea
8 deubsasnt and v Gonber. Ton ciab Jde Lold ne, he aust
oave beem upy  rebtty Llgh wien 48 Baw L. is beosuse e T ld we
Lot ot mbout Liaat tiee wlev [.sue  ob osders W 0 duwi WO
10,000 feet 80 uiey 0Culd b s Loy sll_e OO, or saybe
At wap Lis lene =a8 walilh, uwntll tie Lor,ed0 abledi wWus
Tlulsled Lbefore Lis | ilene vonoed Lokile

vide W Wale b LAdvey w8 BeW VL8 AL alB BLd W gRE-
elive tenks vurnligs 180 Lhe Cuiiteed oid been Lits “Ley
told we LYiwt soven MUs <1t Lor wedoen ded lefe ildwey lud |
tiw corula;, sid Gpi, cue Lad ousc Deos and Laat lsne waa
all o0t U, wid e ,0lot Lad » Dullet wwukd Lo Wie LuQks .0
{va sounded T pllot) weld oecie thak Lie Jaoe BLOt |
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Wm U. 5. 8, HORNET OF29-4A8
SECRET
June 12, 1942
o e

Fromi The Alr Ofricer,

To 1 The Commanding Offloer,

Via The Exsoutive Officer,

Subjeet: Defects Observed During the ‘otion off !'idway

on June 4, 1942,

1. Forwarded, conourring in the recoumendations
of the basis letter,

A. SOUCEK,
ﬂ_ﬂ“. Ues s h"rl
- . O . . O = O e o O O e e e e e e o e = = e s
ove/alb U.5.5. HORNET JF11=CuH

1 June 12, 1942,
ar

1s
letter dased 6/12/42.

Frem: The Exeoutive 0ffloer.
T | The Commanding Officer.
1. Forwarded conourring in the hasie recommendations,

0. R. HENDERSON,
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® 3
CV8/ALb 0F29-A3
Juns 12, 1942
Subjeot: Defects Observed During the Aiotion off Midway

on June 4, 1942,

---—-—-—“——-—-ﬁ——-—-—._q_

frequencies, codes and authentiocations and a common call
systen

(b) All alreraft engaged in a common mission should
b supplied with standard I.¥.F. equi t, thus eliminating
early and unnecessary breaking of radio ai

(e) A sufficient number of strongly protected ailrerart;
such as, the Army B-17, lhmldhlnplomnnlmtmm

enemy's eomposition, ition and movement. ksyed and
voioe transmissions be made us eocde and/or authentie
cated plain language. e ”

() Experienced Naval observers are recommended for
ass tumuwm“mdmnwt and trailing
l.l.l:f:-“hmmmmm hrnmthndl‘l:f.na
-surface and air foroe cocumanders.

(o) Carriers should search the most ba area
enemy foroees in oonjunetion with land g oy e

until
experiense proves that Sooperation between e Marine
Corps and Coast Guard foroes has reashed the L. -
.mnuulmﬂmhmmunmm-muu.

5e As the tactical situation was in our faver, it was
ﬂ“muu“lﬂtnﬂlmrﬂlm
impressive vi . n-mmmt_mmn
are made with a to to the sum of feets and reccamenda-
mﬂlﬂuﬂtm battls of Midway. Itu“‘:m

mmmﬂm

mummmu—thm. mihm-
mm-mummm however, we can not
sush advantages on ceeasion in the future. It is with
in mind that ghiy is submitted for what valus it may be
hﬂummmumm

de O, m,".h
t-Oendr,, U, S5, Bavy.

¥ )é‘ i€
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ove/aré _ ar29-48
SEORET eis ..
Bub jeet! Defests Observed During the Aotion off Midway

on June 4, 1942,

e S S e e

by water landings from lack of fuel can be ly attached
to this unfortumate lack of information on enemy's move-
mants,

(d) It appears that the snemy was most certa

of the pressnce of Task Foroes 16 and 17 until radio
] was broken, It is likely that he did not realise
the of our carriers until he had been attacked by our
carrisr alreraft at 2225, even though radio silence had been
broksn by our foroes at 2016, This tion is supported
by the fast that the enemy was first to ask for our
position at 2259, Little time was wasted by the enemy in :
attaocking our foroes with airoraft after asking for our position,
as the Yorktown was sub jected to its first attack at about 0014
or 1 hour and 15 minutes thereafter,

(e) The hl‘ukintr:f radio silence some 3 hours and A2
ninutes prior to the first definite contaot with enemy airoraft
was unfortunate in as muoh as the unidentified airoraft, as
far as ouwr records show, were found to be friendly. a
indicates the immediate necesmsity for standard
«F,F. squipment in all planes of all the services - Army,Navy,
Marine Corps and Coast Guard.

(f) From the information eavailable, it appears that the
first definite information of the enemy oarrier whiol was
attacking our forces was obtalned by Yorktown soouting planes.
This fallure to receive adequate informmtion from our land
based foroes raises the question as to whether or not full
dependence can be placed in units other than our own.

(g) It appears that further attucks against this foroe,
after the seo attack against the Yorktown, would have taken
plaoe had it not have been for the attack made by the Enter-
ﬂ:.- and liornst groups -.Enln.lt the enemy carrier and acoompany-

ships as a result of information gained by Yorktown soouts.

be The following recommendations are rade for improve-
ment of ocoperation and elimination of serious faults:

(a) 411 searcheattack aireraft, both shore based and
ship based, enganged in a common np-nrnhun should use the same

- b o

INCyiauoUu Jlilvidooll

i e ] T i i i e
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CV8/Al6 ‘ ar29-A8
June 12, 1942
Subjeot Defeots Observed During the Aotion off Midway

on June L, 1942.

R ———

previously sighted and ocontacted were found to be friendly.

(1) About 2 hours and 30 minutes elapsed between
first and second attacks on Yorktown.

(m) Three hours and twenty minutes e between
time enemy planes first deteoted approaching formation
and the receipt of definite iaformation by this vesssl of
the loostion of the carrler attacking our foroes.

(n) One hour and twenty three minutes after second -
attack on Yorktown, Enterprise and Hornet launched an attask
against au enemy carrier and acoompanying ships. No further
attack was launched against our foroes after completion of

our attack against one oarrier, one battleship and one heavy
crulser.

e The following comment is made in regard to the
faots presented in paragraphs 1 and 2!

(a) The 2 hour and 19 minute delay on the Fox soheduls
of the original contact of enemy planes reported
Midway ls entirely too great a time lag and indlcates that
only direct communloation is sufficlent, This 1is especially
80 where alrcraft are involved.

(b) The period of 2 houre and 33 minutes batween the ,
slghting of enemy planes approaching Midway and the re of fy
eneny surface foroe position, course and speed was ent
too long and inadqquate under the conditions o

especially so in as much as the enemy's taotios conformed to
prior estimates.

st e s o T S O

(0) The lack of information cn the enemy's surface
foroes bhetween 1823 and 2200 was serious and jeopardised the
tactical advantage we enjoyed over the enemy., The delay of
the Enterprise's .lr Group attack aplut.g. enemy carriers
and the fallure of the Hornet's VsSB 8 to make gontact
with the enemy can be attributed to this lack of informatiom.
Further, the loss of planes from the Hornet and Eanterprise

el e
e

-5--
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CVe/al6 ar29-aAs

June 12, 1942

Jub Jeot : Defects Observed During the Action off Midway

on June 4, 1942.

Ll B S — -—.———--—-——--——--—_--

(a) Orizinal oontaect rsport of 8 heading for
kldway was received on Fox seheduls 2 s and 19 ninutes
after receipt of original report.,

(b) First report of enemy's poaition, course and g
was received 2 hours -Muﬁ minutes after enemy planes
been sighted Leaded for Ly .

(] Orders to launch and attaok received JO minutes
after receipt of contact re « No point ion given but
in lileu thereaf closing of ensay was ted,

(d) Due to deferred de ure, group 4id not
toward destlinpstion until a 45 mlnutes after of
hmhingarlhmmunimtulrurm-utprm-
report.

(e) No infarmation on enemy's course and speed from
1823 until 2200, a period of 3 hours and 37 minutes after
original contast report or 3 hours after unching of attask
Hroup.

(f) About 3 hours and 25 minutes elapsed betwesen
launchiug end indication of starting Itll.?k. <

(2) Some 2 hours and A0 minutes I-'xl“ batween departure
and attack, a

Enemy ked 1 hours '
i L s 8 and &3 =isutes

(1) Enexy s
tion 59 minutea ‘P‘::. .m‘:.:::::’ _—-

-

(J) Znemy planes attacked Yorktowm abous 1 hour
minutes arter enenmy had asked for bearing :: this :-u:" »

{t’“m“mhum were not
oontacted in the yigqn¢ this Soroe until hours and A2
minutes after u'“;“ ,.".,:: silenece, -u“w aireraft

-k =-

neyiadcdy ulitids

) 74 e e L
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Subjeot!: Defeots Observed During the Aotion off Midway
on June L, 1542,

(r) At 050225 received information that three Orange
units were located on 295 keos bearing 331 fram Midway.

‘ ~ (®) At 050221 Yorktown heard dlireoting fighters to
interoept unidentlified alreraft bdbelleved to be high., Direot-
ing inued until 050243. At 050241 Yorktown announced a
torpedo attack was in progress against her, ZXnterprise took
over all Tighter directing about 050245,

(t) At 050315 0,T.C. stated that he had no idea of
position of enemy carriers attaoking Yorktown.

(u) At 050317 received report that an e unit re
ed poms unit bearing 090, distance 4O on course at 050235,

(v) At 050318 received visual fram U.l.C. reporting
one oarrier, two buttleslips, threse heavy orulsers, four
g;l'lrﬂrII'l lat 31 = 13 N Long 179 - 05 west on course 000 speed

(w) At 050339 received orders to luunch attack group
less fighters, Joint optlon 280 speed 20.

(x) At 050404 launched 16 &BD to attack enemy carrier,

(y) At 050516 received information that three burn
ehips were carriers and not damaged ships. Two crulsers
four destroyers vearing 320 distanoce 179 from kidway. Patrol
plane truilin: avove shlps. Task Force 1C ordered to attack
carrier bearing 338 distence 170 miles from uldway,

(z) At 050658 llarnet planes returned from attaeck.
Reparted attacking one battleahip and one heavy eruiser as
carrier was burning flercely from stem to stern and appeared
to be being mbardoned,

(a=1) Task Foree 1t received no further attacks.

- e From the information listed in parsgraph 1, the
followling is deduced:

‘.J -
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VLEUliL g June 12, 1942
Sub Jeot: Defects Observed During the Action ofl XKidway

on June 4, 1942,

S S S S S e e e ——————

and stated that unidentified airerart was rriendly. Fighter
direoting continued intermittently throuchout remainder of

day.

(1) At 042152 heard a trensmission from unknown plane
stating he was over target, running short of fuel and would
have to return tc base soon.

(J) At 042200 volcs referred to in (1) identified as
(squadron and base unknown) and stating that he had been
3 over the enemy fleet of elght destroyers, two Lattle-
tunl two carriers., Course of eneuy north. lio enemy
patrol,

(k) At 042225 - 042230 on 6330 kes transnissions
indicated that enemy carriers were being attucked. OSquudrons
and base could not be identified, however, nuzes used and
voices indicated thaet po Hornet personnel were involved.

(1) Received report that unknown Jap origlnator asked
where enamy oarriers were at 0L2259,

(m} Between hours 042312 and 042345 twenty VSBE planes
returned from first attack mission after not contaoted
« Eleven V3B planes landed at Midway., 10 VF, 3 V3B
and 15 VT missing. At 050256 the eleven VSB which landed at

Midway returned to ship.

(n) At 042352 Yorktown deteched enemy planes on radar
this foroe at altituds 10,000 feet; dlstance 50
, bearing 255,

(o) At 050005 - 050020 air battles and attack upon
Yorktown in progress.

(p) At 050145 received report that informetion on
dead Jap indicated enexy itlon as 31 - 11 wnd 178 = 9,
Same I:.llplhh indloated Midway pat ols had seen but two enemy
carriers.

(q) At 050233 received report that eneuy was dete
oen 255 kos bearing 335 to 341 from kidway at 050150, o

o o e o

306
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Te 1 The Commanding Offlcer.
Via @ The Alr Ofrloer,

Sub Jeot: Defeots Observed During the ..ctlon ofl Uldway

1s The followlng is a chronology of Informatlion and
events whioh were avallabtle to alr plot durlnr the wction on
June 4, 1942:

- . : i S _-_"1_-..‘_--__‘-'-_‘___"—
Cv8/ALb U, S. 5, HONET OF29-45
| \ LT June 12, 1942
| SLULIL ]
| —
| From) The Alr Operations Officer,
(a) At 041550 intercepted u nessare iro. & trol
to Midway glving Information thut ene-y plunes were
toward kidwuy with bearlos of 320 deirees und dist-
anoe 150 miles.
(b) At 041809 received the inrforu:tion llsted irn (u)
on the Fox scheduls.

(o) at 0415823 reocelved Infortatlon oo Jox schedule
ﬂﬂg position of enemy, 2 CV's and Llaln "odr, bearlig 320,
180, ocourse 135, spesd 5.
{(d) At 04185) received crders Iron ..i.Ss via visual
E

‘4o launch attack group, employ seu.rcih=-uttuich procedure and
saoh group attack ous ourrler., Leferred Jeo urture was

(e) At 041500 started launechliy allack zroup and elcnt
plane combat patrol.

(£) At 041942 completed launohlns «ttuok sroup 10 V¥,
34 VSB and 15 VIS plus 8 V¥ far oombat pulrol,

(g) At 042016 Enterprise broke rodlo silence on £290
kos. (oombat patrol frequency) to direct ri-lters for lnter-
eepting unidentiried alreraft.

h) At 042048 after numerous trans.isslons on 62
Enterprise directed righters to return to coubat -uuﬁ -

-1-.

I =
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Regraded Unclassified
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CRUIGERS, FACINIC FL &T

T FPearl Harbor, T, H.,
el 14 June 1942,

<rows Communder Cruisers, Facific Fleet,
Vo3 vOuuander-in=Chief, United States imcific Fleet,
Subject: hattle of kidway.

1 iho folicwl iy wuwueral mccount of the Dattle of

sideny 1s gubaitted pending recelpt of reports from subordinate
Qoouanders iud the preparstlion of a detailed report,

24 all tlaes are loecul, plus ten zone,

. 18 lask Force JSILT..1 was sighted in Latitude

32 - 04 L., Longitude 172 = 45 ., at 1750, June 2, 1942, and

wis dlreoted to operuie ton wilia to Jouthward of Task lorce
daiiiendie soth forees proceeded Lo the .eat duriog the nizht,
Jid on,Lhe (hird to tue Lorth. Jearcues of sector 240°- ouQo,
dlstunce two hundred mili.s were conducted oy YONUIOWN alr sroup
but poor wisibllity and roin s uslls reduced their eifectiveness,
ERTERFRIGN and HUIAT maintained their alp groups in readiness
ag a striking force, .Jurlig the night of June J=4 Loth forces
proceeded toward & point tus hundred miles liorth of Kldway,
Heporta of enemy forces to the estward or ildiwny were recelved
fro. widway nnd Com ander=in=CLlel, Faclfle Plect. Thoas reports

indicated the locutlon of the enamy vecupation Force but not the
Jtriking Porce,

&, At 0820, June 4, TORETOWN launched security
searoh of Northern anmi-circle distance one hundred miles and
conbat alr patrol. ZIZiT_. .«IJL aesumed functions af fichter

director. The two forces were directed to operate five to ten
miles apart, Task ¥orce LIATEIAN to Southwsstward, Course Wus
initially to Castward., .t OBOE recelv.d centaot report I'rom
ildway plane of enemy force Qousisting of two oarrlers and other
types ircluding battluahips beering 3209, distunce 160 from
didway on course 135°, speed 25 knots. LUirected Task Force
JIATERL to proceed to .estward and lounch a teck groups ag;ainast
eneay Iorce. At 0645 landed YURETO.N scouts and relieved cowmbat
ir patrol. Chaaycd course to 2259 and speed to 25 kpots. At
0510 Taak force JLLJ. ~at Oommanoed 1‘u¢]cnir.:_-_ atiaok 'I"JI.I,;}# and
gave as thelr roint Cption cource 2409, spoud 25 Lnots, TURETO N
ALLUcK group wes held 1 reserve pendlug receijt of informaticn
on additional enemy ocarriers whioh it was Loped would sown be
locited by our shore bused alreralt, Lo such report having been
received by 10386 and fearlng thet we nd:ht be cauizht with all
planes on board it was deoided to launch half the bombers and
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do planes with slx flghters as escort to attack the 3

'ﬂu:-‘g ective as Tasi Force aﬂ!‘m. Launching vas completed ==

" at 1106 and coubat patrol was relieved at 1118, Resainln: half g

of bombers were trousht up froam lwncer deo: nnd wndg rYeady tor -

a5 &itagk un wie still unlocated additlonal carriers. Duriig 'E?;

this period Task Forees LIATLEN aad SEVILITLLN drew out of sisht

of each other due to forner proceedin: to the Jestiurd and the I

latter havia; to head Southeastward for launchlig. .fter launghe
ing Task Torce L.V UTLLl took course » Bpoed 25 Imots, = ..

-—

Ve, i

5e iony radar contacts commenced to dovelo: about o awrs
noon but there was uo vertélaby as to toeir Triendly or enesny
charaoter owln; Lo their mltiplieity cad the fact that the
airorait of Task Forces "IXTLE. and JIVLNILL! werc returnins -
aid the exaol locallion oi the former was not nowo. [kdlo {ntel=
1izence ilndicated that Lue enery had clizhted our ocarriers.” at :
4527 voubers returaed Irua the ubttae: ang reported heviog boibed
and posaibly destroyed one eneuy carrier, .. radar ecogtagt a
4335 beariag 320°, distance twenty Iive udlee was belicved to be
sueny but fighter incverceptica tulled, 1t vae decidced tc launch
& search group as we stlll had o Te-0lt of eaey carrievs other
than She one group si-shted 1 Vil wiullyge ab lsjf; vonpleted
leunching searsh ~rous to scarch sector 20090300, distance 200
dles and twelve [ighbers for combat patrol. Cearch ;roup was
arsed with boubu to allack cieuy if locabed. :

6. 4t 1352 redar contact besrin: 2759, dlstesce 3z

~mlles elosing. I.cresved B86d Lo 3U kuotse §liters Lnoters
ceptec and shot dowa any eneny planes. ot 1407 oubing and
torpedo attack couwsnced on YO.. P07 and contiaued until 1415 at
mideh tloe radesr  ap out o codssion and YORKTINNW had recelved
tiree boub hits causlas YO..70.H to ctap, The ire froa the
islund structwe wileh resulted frou bo b hits nnde the eo uni-
satlos ofilcs wuu ilay plob ustenable and the Toree Cancander and
ditafl serponuel assedbled on the Tli: it teci., Doomuze of tgw
rorary loss of jadal aoa wiidloulbly of eonnaunication Tron bhe
CLiTOWT wad goatral o the “ask Foroos, aid hocause 1 the
dmaoliility of the YG..40wi, the Porco Coizzander deelded to shire
hig flas to the “OTRIL, Tuils s dohe Gk LHGU, 1T covern e was
requested from lusit Jorce SIATELY and 1y Je  SULLLLD was clruoted
to prepure to take ML LUWT Lin tow. : r&

Ts iy, T danakiuilen '1.-...Hl.'_+-.+..‘.J.| ..,'.l..'\, ond TLGLU joined
froa Tasc Forod CIilii. at 1530. The 1600 posicis: af Yoniwunm
vag latitude 33 = 51 ,, Lon;itude 176 « OU ., & ortly erter
1600 YORAIOKN was able to lfanerecse soced and by 1625 wag un tn
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pearch group had sighted previously 'nlocated esnciy carrier
which was later attacked by Task Force SIAThiW, lLadar contacts
indipated enemy ;lanes approaching, Those fi hters whieh had
been refueled were launched., About two fishters renincd on
board. At 1635 fizhters intercepted and enjaed eneny torpedo

s and fighter escorts, destroying many. At lo4l enemy

attack was directed at YOR«£[0.H scoria; two hite. The

heavy explosion was followed by loss of 1i:t, power and mobility.
The ship comaenced listing to port and list increased to about
twenty seven degrees. At 1714 started abandonlag ship in
anticipation of her capsizing and Turtler coeiy unttacie. sbout
twenty three hundred survivors were plcked up by destroysrs. it
1827 enemy single float seaplane slghted uad destroyed by fighters.
Other seaplanes were sighted during the rollowins hour, some of
whiech were probably destroyed by rignters. .bout 1830 coapleted
recovery of survivors and due to reduced fi:hting efficlency as
a result of overcrowded conditions and lacwx of alr coveraze, the
Yoroe proceeded to the Lastward, MUXRLS was left o puard

17 knots. A visual nessage from YOUNTOWN 1ndicated that her
&r

. YORKTOuWN, FENSACOLA and VINCLINES were detnched to rajoin Task

Foroe SIXTEEN whioh was sighted shortly before dark. It was
intended to transfer survivors from destroyers to FORTLA D during
the night and have her return with them to rearl. ASTORIA and
destroyers were to return to YUL.LTUWN at dayli it to attempt her
salvage., A descatch vas subseguently recelved fran Comnander-in-
Chief, ragific Fleet, directing the transfer of survivors to
NI-“I‘Gi whioh he was sending out fron: rearl farbor. Xey personiel
were to be returned to YUR-TC.! for salvaze operations. Ceptain
Buckmaster and about 180 of his key offlcers and enlisted rea
were placed aboard HAIGANN as a salvase party. WAUANTH BALCH
and BENH{AM were detached and returned %o Y0.:T0WN,. Okther ships

ceeded to Eastward to fuel =nd join SimaToch (Tas't Group 11.1)
n aceordance with orders fron the Commander-in-Chlef, . aeclflc

Fleet,

m'l. of 'IIJI.'GI; }Llﬂ‘:+m1i
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(0027)
June 15, 1942
Bubject: Alr Operetions of idwny Lefenss F roes during Battie
of ni my 30 %o June O, Lok2.
in. ﬁ-fmwnfthiulmrnmmlmn
astlion: -
Hpau=3's § out of 12 engnsed
apJ's 7 out of L} engnged
Fli=3 1) out of 2L engeged
FiF=) 2 gut of 6 angaged
b 20 2 out of & engnged
THF 5 it of 06 engnged
Bel7'a 0 out of 26 engegoed
nres L out of 31 eagnged

atditionnl pienes were cusaged by metian with t'w enemy, Une B=17 was
lust veoouse of frulty navim.tion and e is mlss'ng. 'O J2F was
destr yod on the ground.
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situntion was Lnt Le was Tollowing the origlnsl plen w ereate a di-
versio. to cover ihe attaer of u landing party. lowever, in view of
Lhe Loases susinlnsd Ly the Jaganese, 1t was felt that, whan
further devsloped, that & cetreat had beea ordered, mnd uumt the
Japanest suomarine sommander was the proverilal one "who didn't get the
word", "l ususl routine wms rollowed: search planes in the air at 045,
Bal7's Lawdietely thoreariar, with a target to be given after take-off,
By 0430 thoy were ell La e aic, Msamwdille, s submarine had ruported
& lar.e wieny foroe at 28 =23 north 179 = 09 west. This was passed to
the =i7%, .t Ould the =17's reported unfevorable wemther and thelr
ioabiliity to locute m tarpes, At 0625 this proup was ordered %o return
$0 jure and awalt orders, At 0630 2 7 55, & trel plane, reparted
two betiloanlps Lesrln, 2059, Jdistence 12; I‘l.f:l, course s Dpead
15 "rds confirmed ocur eotimmte tLhat m retrest had been ordered, At
0832 the same pavrol :laneo Feposted Luat these ships werse demmged and
were stresaln, oll., .t 0700 & V 58 reported two wnouny crulsers

» Uiswnaoe 174, course 310, speed 20. At 0719 7 V 55 re
five wiips, course 3389, speec 25, latitude 31 = 15, lomgitude 179 - 55.
At G830 o V 55 reported two batiieships, one ocarrier on fire, thres
heavy c.ulaess bearln, 3250, distunee 21..0. oourse 110, speed 12;
followe. by an saplifying repors that Lie Mt ‘l’l_i.l ware -3-11
the bwmliy escrler sua that ths battleships were well shead, At 085
8 V 55 roported ane carrier bearins 3359, dlestance 250, course 245. AS
0821 10 Vv 55 reported nterprise oo fire mm sinking., (7hds was

o

i

Yorktown). .t G350 a suvwriue reported a land-plane 2794°, distanse
570. it 1000 V 92 (1=i7%8) reported meking hits om & e
battloatil; (lavar reported as s ciulser), At 1220 the of the
Marine .Ar Group mscared s dive bonodng hit om & dnmag od erulser
to the westward, “le plene scoria; the hit was abot down AL Tire
At 1320 u second trip for Lhe =17's loumnched to0 sttack erippled
oarriers 0 the northwest. .t 1430 this flicht (whieh m-
observe: oi Lourd) reported Tmek Foree I Tl ben ring
105, course 322, speed 25. AL 1545 despatohed wnouhes g of B=17's
0 attaos Lhie eneay Lo the nurt.h;-n. nlluﬂ 1V 56 raported ons

ler, two batileehips, three ¥y erulsersa, five destruyers, sourse

» Bposd 10, bearing 325, dimtence 110 ships, At 1800
V 72 (i=~A7's) reported they voula find a sing gulser. Thay
seored nenr miasses, 4t L84L5 2 V 56 ;:fnrt-d belng attaciced by 12
fishters vearin, 3Jlj, distnioe 350 (This was later sorrected to
planes nutrhhurl!. une =17, 2 V 3}, was naver Lheard on the radle
nlfnfhu Lo return. Another 3 V 93 never appeared on the radar seress
(within 9) miles of Midway) mnd efforts Lo use lost slane procedure
with mmulo dlreetion finder bearings were nvt suscessrul due %o the prier
exhaustion of his Cusi supply,.
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Jubjeeti Mr O tlons of Vidway Defense 'orces uclng, sebule
of May M to June 6, 19L2,

- R S R S W T S W W O e  E O W m e s S o o om m m E om
denn, @ uh#l:rl- sarriers ure noted ss bein 'mde ealie:, those
frem the ne Al: Group were made Ly volee Lo ‘msatem Isinnd nod
had not been received st the Gammend Usnter, Jur esti'eite at tls
tlee wus aa follows: Une Jajanees carrie: 'wd been wiayod LY Lhe

« The losses of the itmrine .ir Giroup were oo hanv: “het 1t ap eared

attask had been brokeu up belfoure seachls, (w sneny., Lhe Yorntown

had boan hit. The battlesiips to Lhe norshwest, the four crulsecs on
265°, the possible wnmay oarrier on 2629, and the lerre sroup Lo the wess
wase all boring in, Three eney ourrlers sjp eured to Le loft to deal
with Task Foree 16, Conse uently, 1t was declded ‘o eveouaie nll Task
Yoree Ll al not essential to the Tunevionin, ' the jlimval ‘Ar

« Comsandar hyhes wama orderod to demrt snd ocolisot all
at the two rendegvous and 60t nt his discration alfter that
aspesred that it wes “ulte posalile we v, be under heavy
from surfeee vessaels befurs wunsebt, .le /" roup was ymined
to deliver nlyht mttacks, Thirty aliutes Leter, 'owever, Lhe
od with startiin: rapidity, W“oir combat inCoration was
M the Marine -1 Group, indleatin wwat rires Lhsd Leen
started on Lwo Japaness cnrriers and oune batilesnip, “tis dutn wans
recsslved Jjust Lefure 1 V 58, a patrol Llane, mede the Tollewlng reportt
"Jearelad ssst@ asslinad o MO0 miles larormetlon neoative beuring 2769
distunoe J00 from Midway Tuel 600, T recuest Inst uctlons®, e was
ordered %W search the sestor with a medlrn bewrdng o 3359 fram ldway,
AS 1558 he reported threv burning sidps benring 3200, (in unoe 17U,

Mus two gorulsers, it 10l0 wo ordared ¥V U7 (n 11l Ln of J=17's ¢wming
out from Jeurl, w attas: borore lending st 'dawmys (s mescnge was

repon Led Lan dlﬂ befure a regel;t was obtalnwd), t L7445 1 v 58
the three Lwmin, wilps were Japuness carrlecs el that two
eruisers wnl four destroyers wors wid Lhas, Leaw ln, 3200, distence
1T8: «t 1800 1 ¥V 58 reported Torces wi s; od in o wurtrce battle dlstenoe
480, snd that he was he nttucxed Ly sero fighvers. % L300 « fllght
of i=l7'a frou Midway (sescond trlp) reportad Laving altweoied & cruiser
wnod it ﬂ L.l’..ﬂ angd that thay had not lognited uWie cnrciepn. HLEN

ts ware uf:puwuud Lo the nasthweat Lo dollver :
&h“n.i at m]ﬂ e :li;_ht at ‘.'-J.?'E Fra . oftd l'UWﬂﬂd liim
made two hits on a burmlng curcler uwkl near -lases ou o deatroyer,

i

i
i
i

:

i3, Un June 5 tie dally ssarel wes nodliled w cover seetar
250 vo U20 to a dlotunoe of <30 milea, ihe covers, @ on Whis wenrch e
exsallent throwhout, it ebout mlani ht, & ril v of vwo pmbtiol planes
was ordered to deliver an attwa. on the trwisport roupn W the vestward
with torpedoes, At Ol30 » ovabanscline sheiled Jldwmy, .00ul etieries
retsned the fire, olalmin, (ae nlt, b Lile Linw Sur esiliatse of the
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garriers were located earlier. They wers Lhen Lo renfezvous at u.:
and idsienski Islends and await orders. It was Telt that kee
on the soene would merely result in thel: bein, shot dowm., A
KM sadvised us we wars obsesvin, roper sireuit discipline, At 0715
H-ll.-mmn—,wug-tmuawm“
es. (This plane woes shot down in Tlames and o mon killed).

At about 0720 the seoond wave of Lhe allaek emwme in nnd st 0725 all
power was off, Auwdliacy power was sritched on, tut ecrsuniostion
with msseran JTulund was lost, exscepl oy radle Lu %o a direst hit om
the /sstern Tslwnd Commmand Uenter., A\t avout 5’750 the rmmants of the
Marine iir Oroup returned, and we received a roport thed only )
fishters abie to Tly were rewmining. A% 0843 w patrul plane r::ﬂd
& GA, 2 AX, 2 AO, maay DD bearing 2635, dlatence LOO, At 0900
Bel? ¢roup, led by Lieutenant Celomel Oweeny, i 0poited attagk com=
wl L enemy oarrlesr dnmaped. b 0910 9=V=55 reported B
srulsers course 085, distanee 320, bearing 265, +t 0915 h=V=58 was
attacked by a sinle angdns seaplane fighter (many other such sttackse
were probmbly mede, of wideh I have at prosmit no informtion). A%
0930 received reports that only L THF and 2 B=26's bad retumed.
They drupped at ecarrlers, Lut no resuits wess observed due %o the
necensity ror defonse myninst sero rihters, ~% 0945 the B=17's were
back el weirw ordered 10 cefMul wid cearm. #% 09351 a=Ve55, a patrol
pians, repo-ted a large veasal, possinuly an alreral’t encriar, and &
destrover veacing 262, distunce 330. This inoarplete report is W
undecstmdniule, as the plone wvas, st Lhe "1, beln, ettacked by enemy
alre;nft. At 0958 the Pmoine aive Lomber (roup reported two hits on am
%z__nrrup ml ane on a battleshls and thut flres were started om

At 1100 5=Ve58, a patral plans, reported helng witacked by saemy
afroreft,. At 1125 we found e position 1m auilsh nmmesrls on & dead
Japaness aviatar besclng 3299, 129 rdles fron Miaway (It wms in
lacitude s longitude). ot L1500 ceoutin «uedron TUUT fram the
Bosnet isnded Tor fuel, At 1200 received & report Lhat liornet was
bearing 3109, distance 212 Tram Midway., At 1252 Yorctowm Fe reed
bein: attacied 150 miles noyth of 14 e A% 1253 V92 (0 1=lT's) re=
ported povgesdliy to umhu 'mlesc otharvine dlrectad, (Thls message
was, 'or ade resson, overlookod in Lhe tymoll and no directions were
glven)e 4t tils time Whln s looked ver, clacke While tie reports of
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Subjest:  Alr Operations of Midwey derense rOMEs‘fu-f4f%attre
of Midway May 30, 1942, to June 6, 1942.

this plans reported 2 transports and 2 destroyers bearing 264,
distance 700, It made no other conteets, At 1640 the attack greup
made its attack. 7This group, led by Liesutenant Celonal wmeeny, re
mum’mlnmmrutm-klnu-hitun-htdomﬁr“
gnd one on a transport, ((ne men's dombs hung and he later made an
individual attack whiech scocunts for the transport hit). as 2115
we lumohed an attack group of 4 JHT=5A planes led by Lisuteansnt
%e Le Hishards, U.Sl, exsoutivs officer of iatrol ’'muadrom FUATY=FOUR,
to daliver a moonlight torpedo attack on the “maln body~, These pliots
were volunteers. At 2145 the last Army tomber returned. (Lisutenant
Sweeny's group was the most experienced of B=17's and
its effestivensss, resolution, and cormunication efficiemey and
were outstanding). IV now appears that rlﬁht bh (the night
attask by L patrol planes ) made two torpedo hits on trens-

e Apparently this attack was u couplete surprise to the Japa=
nese as one pliot approached the formation sinily, mensuvered %o
maks an up=mocon aypromech, dropped his %0rpedo and esonped = all
without being fired wpon, The other ) planes, attasking in a growy,
were not fired upon until they had ;0tten clear. ISt appoars likely
that %wo separaie formatlions were atiscked. 7he dlstanece rom Mide
way at the time of these alilacis was 550 mlles.

E

ia. On June L4, 19432, it wes esxpected that the snemy would

attack Midwny. e ha pﬁr‘{m estimated that the atteck would

commanoe at about 0600 yoke, The search group was dispatehed

as asual at O4LLS and the =17's launched ‘i-..uamy ervafter.

The Marine Alr Croup, plus the 4 B=26's and the 0 [HF's, wese maned

and thelr engines warmed., /s we 0could not afford to lsnd the =17's

watil their lomd had been lightened, they were ordered to attack

the snamy grou) to the westward whieh we estinmated would be mbmub

480 miles out, lowever, they were eanutioned to be on Lhe elert for

t0 change thelr attmno ww & earrier group which we sipected

ind to ths northwest, I tha serriers had not Leen located in time

this ohange of objeotive it was hoped that this rroup would be able

land ., rearm, s and Saie off again between inids. There were

3-17'- in the group, lowever, at 0545 a putrol pleanes rted in

I SNOLIGH (the first use of english thet was made) "Many

planes heading Midway bearing 320, dlstense 150", At 0550 the L.uAll om

Midway yloked up many plunes, distance 93, altitude 10,000, A% 0332

ansther patrol plase reportad 2 oarriers and wain body sidps, earriers

in fromt, course 135, = 25. At 0555 the nir reld alarm wvas sounded
to 0600 the fleld was clearj all planes alle to take the ailr

being off with the eweption of one J2F, Meanwhils, the =17 smséhl
rod %0 chamye 1ts ohjeetive and attaock Lhe ocasriers. At 22
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fubjeot; Alry Lparsul aus o Mldway efense Ww mttle
ol ¥iawny Mav IO, LI, %0 June O, Lokl

exoel.aut sgoept, Wal bevoind a llne runolng sasl snd west and I

o the narihward, 4o seurel. was posalile dus to oy, Thers were
M suThoe convan.ee Nie nlr coniaot wan mde Ly our puirol .
alanet an whe dlreel line %0 see nnd » ilttie furuher fros U duwsy

Shan ol She previous duy. (@ hwd varled the time of wabe aff af our
wup for two ressousy (L), o (et an esrliler sturt, wnd (2),

Ny wie wlie of gonimese which =4 hi be mede we aould et &
cheok on e Lime of tuke off of e 'mke searah arup LF they
obsesvin, & routine. 4s m rewdt of thuls we wers nbLle to eonflimm
vious estlate 97 s wie Lukw OFF sud it also appeared that
‘Giiwd SuLy ob slbteiunce duye)s ywaln, We werrners of Lhe FOY
and unly the Two'. that & second /47 iz the sdjscent ssetor
f1u wle odr contmot poovented Liw probsiie loss of a patral plane.
¢Xoup was aealn diapetehed 1o tle exjetted snemy randezvous

3

BEERRe
dinit!

700 milos to tle westwa.odj senin with nejative resiite as ey Called
to remc’. the desired point due Lo unfuvormole weather,
a8, dn Jene 2, LU4E, Lhe anne getrell whe il wWith RO can=

:

@y "ihaer alic v suwrlfnoe, JOvEra; e wng osoallant e.o that
betweany 292 and U5 vayond LU0 miles caveirn, ® wes pwmatl iy mil.
A S ad lang cange "=i7 with ac boed load was dispsicied %0 searech
wa rdiss o the westwird, remilis aemtive, Thls mlasion was
dispetelsd Decause of tho stron, representations of (enarwl iale.

Ale Un June J, 12, v umuel mecrch iy tade. Coverags
s sctailent exeept beyond LKUU alles %W the nestheporidnest, 4t
0430 yuicm nll seurch planas vare in the alre AL O9A Lie 7147 | lUle
FADE CUTCACT waa mde vhiar m | mtiol piane reported “'wo JIn
Sargd vesswis sl hted bea i 247 dasgresa, distance L7C nlles,
Fired upon by AL*, Thim wna followsd Ly A report [rum another plans
at 0925 of "Maln o4y bencing 261, Aletanees P00, nlx lacye ships in
ooluam,.” Thiw wes maplitiod o 1l shijpe, scowrse 090, speed 19,
As the meporting plene diqa Lot Lave surrioisnt fusl tu rewmin long om
station, and as It would wrobebly Leve Deant ALOt down vl AL atbenpted
0 tmok, 1t wna orderes L return Lo the base. A8 LA mm-’gnu-.l.

roaported two eorpo veseals ond e awm bl veasals, course 050,

gﬂq g;l-. distanee IT0, (Vlds Jlstende wns obviousl s ln error
&8 the plans was nt Lhls Lime wbout 500 miles out)s '‘meunwhile, the
leng ~siace =l7's (half 'l Jowd and one Senme ey gan wank) were
ondeared Lo LAke oFf and stise. the “waln body” beearlig 204, distanoe
700, AC 1200 thay toow off (refusling afiesr the ssriy ceralng saf
fALiht take of I took Lira)s 8 1240 e seclal long raye =37, with
& Jav- oLlserver mompd, was ilapatched Lo Lrug. anemy 'Ortes, As wa
falt LUwt a Yel? hed u c'enoe Lo [Lght of I sneny slrorwft. A% Lokl
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Bunjeesi Alr uper:siane of uidway Jefense Fo.ves durlng Batile
af Yidway May M, L2, W June b, LYikd.

I-----------.---ﬁ--.--'--ﬁ---i-------

However, Lhe hamard of Laving the B=li7's ssuglt un Lhe ground wes 8o
crest, Wis 417fieulty had to be aseepted.

During the opening phases Oour greatest 0 G6XT Vs &8
L ar oy not we :1.;“ be L1l during e ntcu by plinea nn:::::"n-
Ve, srtioularly, we reared & nlght gas sttask on astern I « The
dirfiouisies f night navigetiam over Lie dstnnoe Lavulved are mot Llo-
l |

superable, jartieulariy if i uttasking ;lanss nre equlpped with LaDAR.

[N The Cowenderein-Ghief, Inited tates acifie Fless, orf-
dared twani, 1f prwmetloabies, L. ted enemy reandesvous, 7U0 o %o
the westwurd be lnvestigated by B=17's on lay Ast snd Juns lst at sboul
1500 yolte sagh day.

Te Ch May B, L9, she erea betwesn LLs bewrlis 200 %o 030
fras Viiwey vos ssarehcd to 700 miles with zo surfeoe euitasts. Quver-
A8 i a4 searel was cxsel.ent exee L Lo Lie nortward of bearing 3235
and boyund & distamte i ol out )3 alles, where .Low vialblilty proventsd
8 Worsgl searshi. Two alr LRGeS warv mmie At Lie two lnis wiare
the 500 alie elreis fram Vidwy lntersected Lie o0 mile alrele fram ‘nke,
Prou wis, and Lue estiravsed s eed of L@ Jngansse Losbsrs aped, 1t was

ihle 0 murs 8 goud estinate . [ the &' me Lhe yetrul frum Veke was

@, This Seduetiomn 1. louted elessrly that 17 ‘oke wns Lo be attasied,
thet the pcopur tine for sueh sn atiem;t was just ot sunset, as aly twhen
eudd W.osw pleoes be ceught o tie ground. Tre quastln ué puts LT
B=i7"8 L e searel was eccsidered wad dlsecarded for two ressans i 1
redusti m Ln L striking foroe would be Llawived; (2), it was desl
0 cunoees ‘Ton Lim osedy that Uidway hed se=engined innd iene bom bors al
isng es ,ossible, Ia tisse two eortacts Lhe wealieas of Ltue | HY as &
searol pLene was A purent., .“irp- f Jupenewe plane could, =md aid,
ssaww e offeasive sgalust tie - HY, levernl nen ware wo riod e

A¥%'s ub ous of eomdsalon ns u reasults 9F the sontaels on this amve.

Be On dmy )i, Likd, the swee pearel was un 8. duvera @ was
azgei.ant szoept Lo L@ nur-J-d af 285 legrees barond )00 alles,
where Lrusilionily Serc-=serv westher ;reventsd wll seareh. There were RO
sonLatle. The R=l7 strikin; rorce was dispeatghed L0 %ie @ ooted enewy
rendasvoud besring sbout J75, distance 700 fros \idway, wlis :ﬁﬂ“
resulta. These yiwnes, Ln =eturnlag, Lelans loes el weiw ' I ameed
by a e bination of i . wad redlo diretiom finder beariage. Auot
jhane .oofed at sabout 0330 youke, "By 30, L9062, Laluy ‘s wbodt bi hours
O S4TdMD .

Ve ug Juae 1, L9672, the sans geare’ wus mads, Oovemge was
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Fram: Oomme ndar Logsa O, npey, Uiy Bavy.
Ta Vie Cowendere!ln-guler, 'ndted Stutes wellfie Viees,
Via 1+ (1) The Gosemudl g urrim. Heile Mmval Alr Sustien,

sdhdway Yaland,
(2) Tue Cwemnder Tusi Foree NINHE,

Sul juet) MMr Uperations of iddway Jefense Yyraes during Dattle
aof HHW -r 1. *m. W June fhy Lm.

de The rollow feport coneeming the air ope-wtions by
Midwey Jefense Fors-s nul:fu ks pericd Xay Ju % June 6, 193,

- Te geueral pdan ur,mnmhﬂmmrﬂ-
lowiang sssungtiions :

(u) Tims Opd’uarily sn sren of reduced vielblilty ocould
be expootad sboat 300 to 40U miles to Lhe narthnest,

surfece mmvigation Lo jerait « night leunet ‘ng, Sonse wantiy, we as-
Baned et She semy would sman Ut of whe Lind weaLier drea Sn the wee
smll bours but wadd not isungh antll he 'ad sbta ned navigation

iR nt noralng telliight,. Froe t ds jrenine we doalded tiet the ey
would Lsaeh mbout 0L w 0500 yoke fem sbout i34 %o 200 nlles wut

e wald Liareiore strice ldwey abe. ot 0600 yoke. (Yhe Cirst bood |
dro) pad wt G6)35), |

Je Based uwyon Lio Toregoing we aecided to launeh our ssureh
Eroup emal day as sarly as ;coetlewble mnd Lo leve the 'savy planes in
the wir Lmedistely thw wafter, The Usual Lises were: searen W roup
O4h5 ke B=i7's 0L)U yoke. .« her shnces st idwey, whieb, In ade
Qliiam oo b 27V sud 277N of Lhe Marine Adr Group, enmisted of Bu2f 'y
and ¢ CiF's Loaded wimk Lurpsioss, were asegh an vie Arowund in cthe fally

alasrt atatue untll e searel group peseed bevund 40 miles an
teelr >itward legs,
ivs Tile dally pivn der! il aly neressed the dogisvie problem

98 uatert Islead ve Lt wes ot Jossible Lo na.e Liw L=i?% lana egain
Waill Lie) 'ed been 8 Lie wir for at least four Loure i orrer te o=
Guee L ely Jomiiog Lo & Lulnt wiers sare deond Ing wan sintlicnbie,

e ]l = 1 ' ’
1 Recraded-helacsifia
] - L e —




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
FLAGSHIP OF COMMANDER CARRIERS

June E. 1542,

Dear Admiral:

In view of the proepective movement of Task Force 16 to the
Aleutian area and the ccneequent delay in riy Leing able to see
you and to submit my official report, it eeems advisadle to give
you a general outline of whet neppened durlng the three days of
the Battle of Midway,

Commander Jeter, now Executive Officer of the EHTEHPRISE.
and under ordere to Waehington, will go in in the CIMARRON, FHe
can give you and Cominch m personal account of the acticn and
answer your guestions.

There 1s encloeed & treck chart of the rovements of Tesk
Force l¢ for the three daye, Thursday, Iriday and Saturday.
This shows the wind conditlons prevalling. The wind ned a
great effect on where the carriers were able to yet to during
daylight houres,.

There is eleoc encloged & file of mesgsagee esent by the planes
during the attecks on Saturday. OCne or two of these would not
pass the censor, but I think you will enjoy them nearly as much
a8 we did at the time. They will give you the genersal atmosphere
of the attacks that dey. Wwith no VF epposition and increseingly
ineffective AA fire, the pilote epoerently were having a thoroughly
enjoyable time,

The following 1s & general outline of what happened during
the three days.

Thursday. we received cur firet contact report at 2740
(plue” 10) Taex Force 17 was about 10 miles to the N.E. of ue

with rearch in the alr. Task Force l¢ nended toward the contact
at 25 kte. VWhen we got within stricking dietance, about 03900,
we turned eouth into the wind and lnunched attack groupse. The
order of lesunching was: (1) VF for fighter natrol, (2) dive
pombers armed some with 500, remainder with 1000 lb. bombs,

(3) Torpedc planes, (<) VF to accompany TEDe. Leuncining time
was about one hour. Cerriers then hesded for contact at 25 kta.




Our estimate of enemy CV movements was that he would continue
into wind to close Midway, so as to recover, reservice and launch
new attack. We felt that we had to hit him before he ocould launch
his second attack, both to prevent further damage to Midway and

to ensure our own safety.

Unfortunately, our presence wasg discovered by an enemy sea-
plane scout while we were launching. 4s thle plane was to the
southward of us, I assume he may have come from & seaplane tender
southeast of Midway, near Pearl and Hermes Heef in all probability.
Whatever the cause, enemy CV turned back to the northward instead
of continuing toward Midway, as we have figured he would. Our
dive bombers who were conducting a modified search enroute to the
target, falled to make contact at firet and did not arrive until
after the TBDe and thelr accompanylng VF.

By this time enemy CVe, two and perhaps the third, had
recovered their planes end were preparing to launch thelr second
attack, which would undoubtedly have been on our CVe and not on
Midway. The presence of the third carrler was not known when we
launched our attack: and the nresence of a fourth was not reallized
until much later, as she appears to have been separated from and
to the northward of the first three.

Very unfortunately for themselves but very fortunately for
the fate of the action, our TEDs gallantly attacked without
waiting for the arrival and support of our dive pombers. The
torpedo plane attack, while not 1in i1tself very effecilve, caused
the enemy to maneuver radically and prevented him from launching.
Our dive bombers arrived in the nick ¢f time, ceught one enemy
OV (Akagl) with most, if not 2ll, of his planes on deck. The
other carriers had some planes on deck. This reesulted in the
burning and subsequent destruction of the first three carrlers.es
The wiping out of our torpedo plane equndrons wae, I belleve,
done largely by enemy VFe., This seems to have pulled enemy
VFe down and left the alr clear for our dive bombers. The heavy
losses in dive bombers &ppear to have occurred through forced
landinge, out of gas. We rescued the crew of one guch INTLRPRISE
plane Friday afterncon., 1 hope many of the others heve been
sighted and rescued from Midway.

The YORKTOWN alr group played an lmpertant rart in thie firest
attack. Their search gave us that afterncon the information of
the location of the fourth carrier. Thls enabled ue to launch
the late afterncon attack which erippled the fourth carrier and
gave us incontestible mastery of the alr. Arter the first atteck
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on the YORKTOWN her planes then in the air landed on the ENTERFRISE
and HCHNET. They took part in all subsequent attacks and were of
the greatest value in making up for planee lost in the first attack.

Wnen the first attack was made on the YORKTOWN, she was nearly
out of eilght of us to the northwestward. From the heavy smoke
that appeared, I Judged that she had been hit. Our airoraft
cperations and the relatlve direction of the light wind prevailing
prevented us from ever even ;etting a good look at her untll ghe
had been abandoned after the second attack., I sent two CAs and
2 DDa to her asgslstance after the first attack and continued to
furnish VF protection. Qur late afternoon attack on the fourth
carrier was, except for thile, the beet mction we could take for
the protection of all hands.

After recovering our air groupe following thelr second attack,
Task Force 16 gtood to the eastward, southwerd and back to the
westward durln;; the night. I did not feel Justified in risking
a night encounter with possibly superior enemy forces, but on the
other hand, I did not want to oe too far away from Midway the next
morning. I wished to have a poslition from which either to follaw
up retreating enemy forces or to break up a landing attack on
¥ldway. AT this time the poesibllity of the enemy having a fifth
CV somewhere in the area, possibly with his Occupation Force or
elge to the northwestward, still existed.

Frida%. At dayoreek Fridey Task Force lé was headed to the
westward st 15 kts, in an area of bad flying weather, Our firset
contact was the one mede by the TAMEOR reporting the enemy B0
miles west of Midway. This looked like n landing, sc we took a
course gomewhat to the northward of Midway at 25 kte. As the
forenoon drew on, reporte vegan to come in which indicated a
retreat and not an sttack. Wnlle I hmd not believed that the
enemy, after losing four carriers and all thelr planes, would
repain in an offensive frame of mind, stlll that -oesibillty
oould not be overlooked, especlally with the uncertesinty about

a fifth carrier in the area. The TAMEOR'e report might mean only
that the retirement order had been slow in being lssued or had
failed to reach the ships she sighted.

About 1100 (plus 10) we sighted a VP on the water., I sent
the YOHAGHAN to take off the crew, but told her not to destroy
the nlane. About 1300 the MOHAGHAN eipnalled that the bombslght
had been overlooked and was still in the nlane, I sent her back
to get the bombeight and crdered her to report to the YORKTOWH,




Ags the general situation (and the weather) cleared, it
became evident that a cholce of objectives for chase and attack
wae the next matter for declsion., We had recorts of Ttwo groups
either of which contained good targets. One wes to the west of
Midway, the other to the northweet. I chose the one to the
northweegt, It wes farther away, but it contalned the crippled
CV and E BBa, one of them damaged.

We stood to the northweetward at 25 kte., using the poeltion
reported during the forenoon by & VP. There were nc trailing
reporte, and, ag the day wore on, thie position began to grow
rather cold, but it was the best we had. About 1600 a flight
of B=-17's overtoock us. Our challenge was unanswered, but I
aignalled them that we would launch &n attack about 1700. We
heard them report our noeltion, so we knew you were informed of
our movemente. Later we recelved the disquieting information
that they were returning without having located thelr target.

Qur attack groups were launched after 1700, went out 250
miles, but only sighted and bombed two emall veesels, reported
ags CLe or DDa. I believe they were DDs and I doubt if any hites
wirt made, although one was olalmed, Cur alrereft got back in

f:nwing darknese, which required lights and searchlighta.
111 ded sefely, except cne V8B of the HORHET which erashed
agtern of the EHTLRPRIBE perscnnel esaved by DD.

The situaticn which presgented iteelf that night waes that no
targets had been sighted for 250 miles ahead cn the laest reported
course of the enemy, and the planes reported the weather ahead ag
not so favorable, I figured that the enemy DDs would report our
attack end that he might either get the -rotection of bad weather
ahead or else change couree to the westward to head for Japan
and to throw us off. In elither event a change in our course to
the westward seemed desirsble, Accordingly we took course 2809,
gpeed 15 kte., for the rest of tna night, and at daylight launnhnd
a 200 mile search, covering 180° ®. That night the undesir-
ability of running down any enemy BEs in the dark presented itgelf
ag a reason for slowing, as dld the growlng shortage of fuel in

DDs.

g;jggg%l. Our search wae fortunate in finding two groups of
enemy vesseéls to the southwestward about 40 miles apart, The
more southerly group wae repcrted es £ CAs &nd 2 DDs; the other
ag 1 CV and 5 DDs, later changed to 1 BB and 3 DDa.
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_ The HORNZT air group, VsBs and VFs, was luunched to attack

the BB and DDs. Half of them found the A group first and attacked
these shipe, while the other half went on to the BB group. By the
time the HORNET »lanes had returned, the ZITZIAPRISE was ready and
ner air group wus sent in to attack the BB group again. This was
followed by a egecond attack by the HORIET on the same oblective,

A8 & re:ult of these attecks, the followlng damage was
reported: (1) One or two hilte on CAs rlrst attacked, (2) at least
ten hits on B3, one DD esunk, two DDa strafed by VFa, and two or
taree hits on what woe reported as a A which wae with the BB,

All hite were 1000 1b, bombs in these attacks. The BS was reported
&8 wracked snd belng abanconed.

After the laet attack group had returned to ENTERPRISE we
launched two photograside plenes, one with etlll, the other with
@ovlie camera. The stills &re enclosed. Thne movie film is also
being sent in for development.

All throuh the dmy there nad been no question in our minds
that a BB wae involved., That evenlng, wien queetioning the pilote
of the two photograrnic vlanes, I found one of them quite certain
that & CA of the liogami clase, and not & 23, was involved., The
photographa bore nim out. The ship 1s the esme =s the one appear-
ing in the 1940 Jane. Everyone who saw this ship cays she
eppeared to be much larget than a CA. From this feect and from
her toughness I sussect that her displacement may be conslderably
in exceegs of 10,000 tons. She wae definitely larger than the
otoer cruleser accompanyin. her, which may have been & 7000 ton
CA. The emaller cruleer with & DD wae last eeen leaving a neavy
oll streak cbout 15 miles away. These ships left many survivors
on board the big CA and in tie water, 1 belleve the larger ship
sank during the night.

The hlgh speed eteaming on esch of the three days had reduced
our DD fuel on hand to & coint where vesegels were approaching the
lower limit. I sent the MAURY and WORDEH back to the rendezvous
with tie olkaliliis Thls 1cft us wWith + DDe, below vwhich number it
seemed lnadvigsable to Jo on account of Jap S3s reported in the area,

The operatlions during this period have been moet interesting
and ilnetructive, Le muast, I think, imorove our identification of
types Irom toe alr. At oreeent, thie 1s very uancertaln, except
for CVa. It secems difrlcult to distinjuish accurately, BBs, CAs,
CLa, and DDs. Zecause of enemy actlion cbeerving planes will
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nearly nlu;{a be kept at such & dietance that accurate observation

is difficu However, etudy of enemy rhip mcdels and character-
leties should imrrove matters.

Another point ig that emphasis shoulé be placed cn continued
tracking of enemy forces by shore based planes whenever ccnditions
permit. It would have been of sreat aseistence if the damaged CV
had been trecked on Friday. As it is, we do not know whether she
escaped to the northwestwerd, or was finally sunk and her eurvivors
taken on board the two DDe our planes encountered, She wag astern
of the two 5Be and gtill burning that forencon, sc I am inclined
to think she may have sunk,

For use againet CVe, particularly those caught with planes on
deck, our rregent bombe are perfect., For use against tough ships
with armored decks we must have an armor piercing 1000 1lb. bomb.
Agningt such taryets I would use about hslf of each. The present
type worke terrible destruction on the unarmored vortion of the
ship, Lut 1t Goes not disable except arter many more hite than
should be necesssry. We have a 1600 lb., AP tomb now, but to use
1t our pregent dive bombers have to reduce their gae carried,
wihich 1s not a satlisfactory sclution,

Thig letter hasg been much longer than I hed expected 1t to
be, but I cannot clcee it without expreseing my edmiraticn for the
part that Fletcher in the YORKTOWN played in this campalgn. Ve
hed & fine and smoothly working co-crdination between the two
Tagk Forces before the fighting commenced. Vhen the battle started,
the YORKTOWN's attack snd the informetion her plenes furnished
were of vital importance tc our succeee, which for some time wae
hanging in the balance. The YORKTOWN happened to be between the
HORNET and ENTERFRISE and the enemy's fourth and still functioning
carrier, =o she took hie blows. .

Halsey's splendid staff have made my Job emsy. I apprelcete
more than I can tell you the fect that you had sufficlent confldence
in me to let me take this fine Tegk Force to sea during thie
oritical period., It has been & pleasure to heve such & well trained

fighting force to throw agalnst the enemy.
Sincerely,

X.QS

R. A. UAKRCE.

Admiral Cheeter W. llimitz, U.S5.H.
Commander-in-Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet,
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FROM 8 SAIL 23 6 JUNE 1942
™ orC
SIGITD WTEMY 1 CV 5 DD LAT 174 LONG 29 COURSE 270
TOR (GCT) 1845 6330 KCS

FROM ENTERPRISE & JUNE 1942
TO ATTACK GROUP
TARGFT MAY BE BATTLESII? INMFTRAD OF CARRITR, ATTACK!
' TOR (GCT) 2050 6330 KCS

FROM FNTERPRISE 6 JUNE 1942
THIS IS RED BRASE, HLUE ATTACK GROUP REPORT POSITION AND
RESULTS YOUR ATTACK, GO AHEAD,

TOR(GCT) 2155 6330 KC=

FROM ENTERPRISE 6 JUNE 1942
WHAT IS BEARING AYD DISTA'CE OF TARGET AND RESULTT OF YOUR
ATTACK? GO AHEAD,

TOR (CCT) 2207 6330 KCS

FROM TWMTERPRISE AIR GROU2 COM 6 .J"U!"IE L2
TO OTC
NO OV SIGHTED. ATTACYED CA SUPPORTEL BY 3 DD, ONE HIT.
ETRSY COURSE 270 SPEED 25 !0 AIR OPPOSITION.
TOR (GCT) 2206 6330 Ko

FROM TRNTERPRISE 6 JUNE 1942
TO ALL FIGHTER PATROLS
TAKE STATIOM 24,0 § LILE" FROM TIIIS DISPOTITION,
TOR (GCT) 2225 6330 KCS

A
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FROM OTC 6 JUNE 1942
TO  ENTERPRISE AIR GROUP COMMANDER
BB IS YOUR TAROET., MAY BE M/RTHER ALONG ON COURSE.
TOR (GCT) 2257 6330 KCS

FROM OTC 6 JUNE 42
TO ENTERPRISE ATTACK GROUP
3 VIB ARE COMI'G UP BWHIND YOU, ACX™OWLEDGE,
TOR (GCT) 2310 6330 KCS

6 JUNE 1942
~ARCADCAST TO PATROL AIRCRAFT-

HORNET PATROL ARROY 230 L0/ § MILE® IMVESTIGATE B00GIE,
STEP ON IT!
TOR (GCT 2316 6330 KCS

FROM YO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO MO CALL
I MAVE THE PNEMY IN SIGHT. 1 AM COIND TO ATTACK. I AM
GOIG DOWN,
TOR (GCT) 2350 6330 KCS

FROM ('WALLY) 6 JUNE 42
TO ATTACK GROUP
DO YOU YAVE THEM IN “IGHT.
TOR (GCT) 2349 6330 KCS

FROM N0 CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO MO CALL
MO, I DON'T IIAVE T:™ IN CSITHT,

TOR (GCT) 2350 6330 xcs /7
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FROM “O CALL 6 JUNE L2
TO "0 CALL
THEY ARE OVER HERE,

TOR (GCT) 2351 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO WO CALL

I

1 CA1CL2DDIVTHE CAME POSITION WE THOUGHT HE WAS,
AM GOING OVER AND TAYE THR ~OUTH OME. YOU EASE OVER

AND GET THE CIOSE ONE, “AKE OME ATTACK: THAT IS ALL YOU
TO

TAVE

DO, WE “ILL REVDEXVOUS AOUT 20 “ILES ASTERN.

TOR (GCT) 0005 6330 KCS

FROM WALLY 6 JUNE 1942

0009
TOR (GCT) meag KCS

FROM (WALLY) 6 JUNE 42
TO NO CALL

THIS IS "ALLY. TARC®ET I™ 3B NROAT AT PRESEMT,

AROUT LO VILES,

BB AUEAD

TOR (GCT) 0010 6330 KCS

FROM MO CALL 6 JUNE 42
TO NO CALL

JACK, THE B8 IS SUPPOSED T) BE ABOUT 4O MILES AHRAD,
TOR (CGCT) 0011 6330 KCS

FROM (GRAY) 6 JUNE 1942
TO LEADER
LEADER FROM GRAY

THER™ ARE 3 VTB'S., DO YOU HAVE UF IN SIGHT OR DID TOJO A.‘.‘.SGIMY?IF-
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FROM RNTFERPRIOE 6 JUNE 1942

ARROW 000 15 ''ILET LOW. ACK'IOWLEIDGE,
TOR(GCT) 0022 6330 KCS

FROM ENTERPRISE 6 JUIE L2

TO 6-F-1 6-F-11

CANCEL MY LAST TRANS'MIOSION, HOGIE IS PHY, RETURN TO
COMBAT S®RATION,

TOR(GCT) 0025 6330 KCS

FROM MNO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO MO CALL
THYRE IS AR OVER THERE!
TOR(GCT) 0025 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JURE 1942

TO MO CALL

LET'S GO! THE 3B I IM TIF REAR OF THE FORMATION,
TOR(GCT) 0028 6330 KCS

FROM  (WALLY) 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
THIS IS WALLY. WATCH IT ON THIS ATTACK.
TOR(GCT) 0033 6330 KCS

FROM TNTERPRISE 6 JUNE 1942
TO EMTERPRICE ATTACK GROUP
EXPEDITE ATTACK AND RETURN, ACFOWLEDGE,
TOR(GCT) 9935 6330 KCS

.
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FROM (GRAY) 6 JUNE 1942
TO (=e1TH)
SMITH FROM CRAY,
LAST CHI? I A A3 I STLIEVE,
TOR(GCT) 0040 (330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUME 1942
TO MO CALL
WHERE 1S TH® REMAINDER OF OUR ATTACK GROUP?
TOR(GCT) 00L1 6330 KCS

FROM WO CALL €& JUNE 1942
TO RO CALL
WE ARE RIGHT [ENINVD YOU, GET GOING!

TOR(GCT) 0041 6330 Kcs

FROM (WALLY) 6 JUNE 1942
TO SMITH
SMITH FROM WATLLY, WHAT THE HTLL ARE YOU DOING OVER HERE?
TOR (GCT) oo42 6330 KCS

FROM (WALLY) 6 JUNE 1942
TO N0 CALL
PUSHING “VER ON REAR “TIP "low,

TOR (G2T) 0044 6330 KCS

FROM WALLY 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL

ENTERI'G DIVE. OUR ORTECTIVE IX THF KEAR SitIP,
STREP ON IT! ARE W% GOING TO ATTACY On MOTY

TOR (GCT) OOWL4 6330 KCS
10
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FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL

TE¥'RE ALL SURNINGY
TOR (GCT) 0049 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
LOOK AT THAT SON-OF-A=NITCI BURN!

TOR (GCT) 004L9 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
HIT THE SON-OF-A-RITCH AGAING

TOR (GCT) 0050 6330 KCS

FROM WO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL

THAT SCARED 'TELL OUT OF Y, I THOUGHT WE WERENTT
foIm To PULL OUT,

TOR ( GCT) 0050 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO MO CALL
LET'S HIT TIEM AGAIN, LET'S IIIT THEM ALL,
TOL (GCT) 0050 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
YOU ARE GOI'IG TO HIT THRM RIGHT ON THT FANTAIL,
TOR (GCT) 0051 6330 KCS

2
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FROM WO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO WO CALL
YOUR BOMB REALLY HIT TIEM ON THE PANTAIL, 70Y, TIHAT'S

SWELLI

TOR ( GCT) 0052 6330 KCS
FROM MO CALL . & JUNE 1942
TO WO CALL

LET'S GET A C UPLE OF THOSE DESTROYERS.
TOR (GCT) 0053 6330 KCS

FROM MO CALL 6 JUN® 1942
TO  NO CALL
THESR TAPS ARE RASY AT SHOOTING DUCKS IN A RATNRARREL
TOR (GCT) 0057 6330 XCS

FROM WO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO  NO CAIL
GEE, I “'ISH I HAD JUST OMR WORE BOMBY
TOR (GCT) 0058 £330 XCS

FROM 0 CALL 6 JUME 1942

TO  NO CALL :
THRSE JAPS COULDN'T HIT YOU #ITH A TLING CHOT,
TOR (GCT) 0058 6330 KCS |

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL

TOJO, YOU=S0N-OF=1<8ITCH, ©EMD OUT TIUE REOT AMD WE'LL GFT
T 0SE ™00,

TOR ( GCT ) 0100 6330 KCS .
-2
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TOR (GCT) 0101 6330 KC3

FROM NO CALL ' 6 JUNE 1942
TO  NO CALL
T WONDER WHER® WE RENDRZVOUS AFTER “F #ET THAT "HIP,
TOR (GCT) 0102 6330 KCS

FROM WO CALL 6 NIME 1942

™ NO CALL

I AM GOING HOME, I DO NOT 'IAVE AMY CATOLINE TO SPARE
AROUND HERE,

TOR (GCT) 0103 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL

LOOKE LIKE A 873 GOIM™ MORTH ON FIRE,
TOR (GCT) 0108 (330 KCS

FROM NO CALL - 6 JUNT 19L2
TO N0 CALL
REPORT 2OSITON OF 838 IAT AND LONG GO AHEAD,
TOR (GCT) 0110 6330 KCS

™ WO CALL
WEY MONK T DON'T ¥MOT VAT THR HELL THIT IS,
TOR (GCT) 0111 6330 KC=

=
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FROM NO CALL 6 JUNT 1942

TO Yo G'LL

ONE “HIP OF TH® FOUR IT MOVING NORTHYARD., ONE CA IS BURNING
AND ONE 9B I™ BRNING FIERCELY. A PARENTLY THE 873 I~ ASKING
TOR HELP FOR MRR TIMPIRT PEROOWWL.

TOR (6GC7T) 0114 6330 KCS

FROM FNTERTRISRE 6 JUNE 1942
TO ENTENPRISE ATR GROYUP COMMANDER

VERIFY AND RETEAT THE COURCE OF TARGTT. THI” IS I/PORTANT,
G0 ATEAD,

TOR (GCT) 0115 6330 KC3

FROM SENTERPRICE ATRGRUP COM ' 6 JUNE 1942
TO ENT®RPRICE
POSITIGN OF AR IT LAT 28 55 ORTL LOG 173 00 EAST,
TOR (GCT) 0117 6330 k&S

FROM FNTERPRISE AIRGROUP COM 6 JUNZ 1942
TO EMTERPRICE
CORRFCT BB 28 29 173 11. ACK'O LEDGT,
TOR (GCT) 0123 6330 KCS

FROM ORAY 6 N 1942
T MO CALL

THE SHI™ I® TD OUR LEPT., EVIRYODY TO THE RIOHT OF ME
CLOSE IN,

TOR (GCT) 0125 6330 KCS

FROM 6=T=l 6 JUNE 1942
TO ENTERPRICE
CRUISER I DAAGFD O Co'RAR 24,0 "PEED 15, OTHYR IP 1S X g
STILL CTATIOMED AT LAT-IOMG GIVE, 'I'-:J:J.I:;'r:ﬂRmag 63310 709
< egraded Bnclasy
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FROM MO CALL 6 JUNRE 1942
TO  NO CALL
ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIR® I- VERY NEAVY,

TOR (GCT) 0230 6330 KCS

I

I

F

| FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO  NO CALL

VERY GOOD, MY GOD, WHAT A SNMOKE,

TOR (GCT) 0230 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO YO CALL
LOOK AT TIIAT CMOKE FLAME OF THAT BATTLECHIP.
TOR (GCT) 0230 6330 XCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
GOT AYNOTHER HIT ON THE CRUISER,
TOR (GCT) 0240 6330 KCS

FROM Y0 CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO  NO CALL
LOOK AT TUAT SRTTLESVI™ SURN,

TOR (GCT) 0241 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL 6 JUNE 1942
TO NO CALL
THIS IT WALTER ONE, RENDE”VOUS YITH MT ON TI® RIGIIT,
TOR (GCT) 0243 6330 KCS

/.
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FROM NO CALL
TO NO CALL
ATTACK COMPLETED.

TOR (GCT) 0244 6330 KCS

FROM NO CALL
TO MO CALL
WALTER ONE FTOM EATY ONE
DID YOU SEE THE RESULT" OF MY ATTACK?

TOR (GCT) 0244 6330 KCS

6 JUNE 1942

6 JUNE 1942
~SROADCAST PROM ATTACKI'G GROUP=

ATTACK COMPLETED 38 'FLOAT AFIRE OTHER B8 ON FIRE DD HAD
HEAVY EXVLOSION OME SHID MO DAMAGE WROM THIC ATTACK,

WELL DONE, WELL DONE!! (FROM SHIP)
TOR (GCT) 0250 6330 KCS

\ il
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Cincpae File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
U, 8. 8. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship

e SECRET s v

ERIEF OF TIE DATTLE OF MIDWAY
ZITRODUCTION

of this rt is to sent a broad descrip-

BT o MR Livaned S oL ehay soperen,

s made up from despatches and other information made avalle
me by the Commander-in-Chief, U.3. Facific Fleet,

to

"hile times, positions, and numbers and types of vessels
shown, are be reascnably correct, date must be
used with caution a&s 1t has not been checked against the reports
of the commanders who were in the battle., Thias brief re-

g:rl cannot, therefore, be considered completely accurate for
u

torlecal purposes,
LACKOROUND

It will be recalled that the battle of the Coral Sea
place Just about a month ago. The Japanese therefore inew that
we had forces in the South Pacific and that 1t be
diffioult for us to refit those forces for action in the Hawailan
Area in time to oppose them the first week in June, About May
10th, as a r-nl:n:t & .tuhigi.:l estimate in i:;l.nhhﬂdio direction
finder bearings general played a part, there
was ostablished the probability that Orange lanned o strong at-
“umMI-m1mrurmmarmmr
and sibly ralding OANU, Steps were tely talren to effect
the oyment of our forces to oppose the enemy both the
Cen and North Paclific Areas,

ZHE DEPLONMENT

§ huh:r a7, hﬂl the Wﬂ, ui:i h:}_r;n Fleet
ssued his Operation Plan outlining g on orces
and thelr tasks., Its provisions were bmrf;'u Tollowsa:

(a) Carrier Striking Forces under the senlor force Come
in the area were:

Task Force 10, under Rear Admiral Spruance composed
of 8 CV, 5 CA, 1 cf, 2 DL, 10 DD, ’

I
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Task Foree 17, under Fear Admiral Fletcher, composed
of 1 CV, 2 CA, G Db,

Force 11 wmmntm composed of
1#!.1&,10:.,8 (This force did not arrive in
time’to partioipate).

(b) Submarines, under Captain (now Rear Admiral) Fnglish,
composed of 16 fleet submarines.

(¢) Hawailan Sea Frontier, under Fesr idmiral Begley and
composed oft

(1) Mdway local defenses, Captain Simard:
Gth Marine Defense Battallon reinforced;
Marine Alr OGroup plus aircraft reinforcement
ﬂrhm1'1ug--tmmmmm

(2) Johnston Island patrol planes who assisted in
searches

(3) Island patrols of YPs stationed slong the island
chain with fuel, food and water.

at MIDWAY consisted of 8 37mm AA
4!".4 l.‘rroopl-n-urﬂunlu.mla
&-Inyunnw 27 VF, 36 VSB,

(d) The v.s. Mum Department, was instructed to
1 mﬂ and torpedo plaunes to cpera'e under
cer MIDWAY, and to hold speciasl long range

nmn-t OAHU = KAUAI area té attack cnemy forces

(e) The submarines were dis in the following manner:
4 sulmarines a gone from hw,lmtgam 4
miles distant from Y, each of the ¢ submarines taking 20°
-rm lmwurﬂui (X) for a distance

stipula that thn- vn be no bombing submarines
2159 to in an arc of 200 miles distant from MIDWAY,

Regraded Unclassiff
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ORPERS TO TASK FORCES

Osneral instructions for the forces were given as follows:
1. Hold MIDWAY,

2., Use strong attrition tactics, under the principle
of calculated risk, i.e. never clos with the enemy where
there is any quntf.uu of his nmumerical superiority or in such
manner as to unduly risk our carriers. Commencing Iﬂl{om-
tiate intm-in mm northesstward _g II;FL“'{ (this “n.ﬁ-
plement regular stance searching planes
on MIDWAY), Su ne priority of targets be in the follow-
ing order: CVs, DBa, Trans s CAs, Auxiliaries. Instructions
were given to carrier s forces to operate initially teo
the eastward of the Meridian of MIDWAY. This to prevent being
surprised and to keep them out of the submarine area,.

In Admiral Fimitz's Operation Plan he s tated that: the
enerry 1s expected to attempt the capture of MIDWAY in the near
future, and for that purpose it 1s believed that the enemy will

approximately the following = 2-4 fast BRj 4-5 CVj; 69
16-24 DD; 0-12 SS; a landing f-ree with tenders.
attack on MIDWAY may be preceded or followed by an attack eon
OAU, In the order also the nmature of probible enemy operations
wore listed, stressing probable persistence.

ENEMY MOVES

As the result of air search reports and other !nf-rmation
t:‘ll now .ﬂi&nmt the ml:.;nm ::i‘ort wis divided into
st, approac ene from a position west
¥ i 4 i tw:l{o Sees s 2 B

end was composed of two Cis,
Hnm.ﬁm auxiliaries and tnmpor‘h, total twenty to twent
three ps. Behind this force came auxiliaries such as nn.{;
ships total number undisclosed and unsighted. ;
The second main force approached on a approximatel
320° from MIDWAY and consisted of about 4 CVs, 2 s & CAs, '

with DD soreen, The latter force waus approximately one h{m
closer to MIDWAY, the strate lmﬂ.ng to call for an in
sive Nlilblyhﬂdlrlmll{om«hm of MIDWAY by the CVs
to be followed by an expected easy landing to be accomplished
in approximately one day.

=3~
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range =lr search developed & report on 3 June list-

ing two Ja se cargo vessels bea 270°, distance 470 miles
from MIDWAY, This was almost immediately followed by & report
liitd.ng 8 maln body (nomenclature not clear) bearing 261°, dis-
tance 700 miles from MIDWAY, O D-17s were sent to attack this
min body which was then cbserved as eleven ships bearing 261°
distant 700 miles from MIDVAY, speed 19 knots. Two AKs and two
smaller soon were reported 251°, distant 500 miles., Alr search
to the northwestward and north of MIDWAY was serlously impaired

low cellinz, poor vi.l!.‘bﬂit?l and bad weather and no enemy
sightings were reported frrm this ares during daylizht 3 June.
The B=17s reported they had attacked 3 BBs (at least one of
these 1s belleved to have been & @rulser), leaving one afire,
ac close misses on the second and no observation on the 3rd.
They alao reported setting a troop ship afire and that the main
body of eleven ships consisted of 2 BB, 1 CV, 2 to 8 CA, and
eleven shipe in all, Four Navy Catalinas with torpedces were
gent to attack by moonlight and 1t soon developed that this main
body cocnalsted of 23 ships in three columms. The results were
hite on two traps « The POY torpedo attack was completed
on bearing 260° distant 500 miles from MIDWAY,

June 4th to end of battle.

In the early morning 15 B=173 took off to attack the force
sighted the day before. Soon after, however, the report of an
Urange seaplane bearing 320° diztm% 100 miles, was received,
This report was followed 25 minutes later by a PBY who had
i!is):\tnd many planes toward MIDVAY bearing 320° distant

miles. Very shortly afterwards a PFY sighted the enemy CV
striking forces bearing 320° distant 180 miles, MIDWAY thed
its attacking B=17s to shoot the works against this main body.
Larly the morning of the 4th of June MIDWAY reported an air
rald lasting approximately one hour, FEASTERN ISLAND suffered
some damage to bulldings Including the power plant, resulting
;:,_gnnr fallure, but runways, posaibly deliberate I not damaged.

ISLAND suffered some unimportant damage to buildings but
casuslties to ground personncl were very small., HIDWAY sent his
full fighters to intercept and his dive bombérs to Northwestward
to attack the enemy. They disrupted the attack on HIDWAY to
a considerable extent and ot two bomb hits or torpedoes on

first BB, one hit on second Bl?i two hits on CV, which was reported

nnkl.ng: B=178 reported two ts on a second 5? and heavy smok-
ing. ring the attack on NIDWAY the position of enemy CV was

ole
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Brier of the Battle of MIDWAY,
Jap Pllot shot down on MIDWAY and this was furnlshed
r

groups, MIDWAY suffered severe casualtles in tor-
fighter planes as they flew right in to thelr targets.

The Jap main force to the northwest discovered the

sence of our Task Forces 16 and 17 and switched their im-

te target from the huuhiﬁ of MIDWAY to the destruction of
Carriers. The e stri H force by this time had
ched on a bearing 3 and distant 135 miles from MIDWAY,
Foroe 17 attacked 2 CVs and reported that it was being
50 miles North of MIDWAY, Task Force 17 asked Task
to join as soon as possible. Thelr Jjoint air groups
CVs of an foroe consisting of possibly 4 CVe,
2 BBs, | CAs, and the soreen, All four enmemy CVe were be-
lieved to have been badly demaged and two other ships hit.
Our carriers suffered heavy plane loses, The YO wN (TF 17)
received three bomb hits, in & second attack, two torpedo
hits, She listed badly, but did not settle although temporarily
abandonsd. ©She npnrhﬁ first that two enemy CVe had been
destroyed. Arrangements were made for the towing of the YORE-
TOWN. The two carriers of TF 16 were not attacked, In the
meantime the force {rom the westward seemingly composed of 8 Cis,
two hrg‘llu, 2 AOs, and other auxiliaries continued to ap-
proach £ bnrlni!n:r 2659 from MIDWAY, These were attacked
by 6 B-17s from MIDWAY, Both Task Foroes and MIDWAY, however,
were concentrated on the enemy main body to the Nerthwest. The
submarine MAUTILUS put three torpedoes into an enemy CV of the
S0RYU eclass, B-17s flying from Pearl with half bomb loads
ceeded to the attack securing two hits on a smoking CV, distance
170 miles from MIDWAY, and saw four other ships burning in the
{cn-nl area, before returning to fuel at MIDWAY, Task Force

6 reported that they had attacked an ORANGE force of one CV
2 or more CA and several DD, scoring hits on the ememy CV which
was burning fiercely. Four hits on a BB also burning, one hit
on a burning CA, in a position Latitude 30-41 N., Longitude 177-
L1l E. Task Foroce 16 also ed three ships believed to be
oarriers burning fiercely after an attack, thus indlcating &
CVs possibly accounted for, A acazary would indicete a conserva-
tive elaim to this time, of damage to the main enemy bodles as
follows: To the Western btody one BE and one or two large CAs
a-.lm also at least three transports., In the main hody to
the h Westward three CVs burning, plus one burning and hit
by three torpedoes, One or two Bis ﬁmpd plus other ships.
Our air losses on Task Force 16 and 17 heavy. YORKTOWN out of
aotion and the following alr losses at MIDWAY: L out of 12 SB2U,
7 out of 17 SBDs, 13 out of 21 F2A, 2 out of 6 Fi4F3s, 2 out of
5 B-26s, 5 out of 6 T3Ps, possibly 1 out of 22 B-17s,

i
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It was thousht that the enemy would close to the landi
attack in spite of losses, Iiis transports had approached to
miles at 2:20 a.m, local on the 5th., But he must have begun his
withdrawal about 3 a.m. (local) on the 5th, There wus a very
short submarine bombardment from the Couth on the Islands of
MIDNAY., MIDWAY sent all available Bl7s and 13 dive bombers after
the retreating units which were becoming more distant and scat-
tering somewhat. DBomb hits were reported on these units. Our
Task 16 was unable to olose in time on a force containing
two &smo oarriers on 5 June, On 6 June TF 16 reported attack-
ing 1 BB, DDs in latitude 29-30, longitude 174-30 E, headed
Westward, at a slow speed, Task oe 16 cont to attack,

ed 1 hit on 2 CAs and seperate amttacks on a CA of the Mag-

olass, which was left gutted and abendoned., All searches
and Task i‘om observers reported no trace of the two burning
enemy CVs sighted the day ous, As the battle dwindled, an
enemy DD was sunk and by the 7th the enemy fleet retreated beyond
air reach and reasoneble advence westward by our Task Foroe.
Unhappily, in the meentime, the YORKTOWN, which was being towed
back to Pearl, was hit by en putmarine torpedoes as well &s
one of our DDs that was alongside her and ships finally sank.

The following planes were left on our CVs on June 7.
ENTERPRISE - 26 VF, 1, VSB, 3 VIB, HORNET - 13 VF, 31 VSB, O VTBs.
Divided between the above CVs from the YORKTOWN, were 16 VFs
19 VSBs, and no VIBs. The battle was now virtually at an ond ex-
cept for pursuing submarines. Because of need for fuel Task Forve
16 proceeded Eastward to & tanker rendezvous,

OENERAL COMMENT

(a) The enemy was greatly surprised by the presence of
our CVs and Task Forces and was Toreed to shift his objsctive to
th:r:::imr. disrupting his whole plan, with evidence of resulting
ao on.

(b) The presence on MIDWAY not only of a strong AA defense
but more important of & strong striking air force land based,
enabled our forces to attack at a oonsiderable distance before
the enemy plan could be devel . Together with the carrier Task
Force alreraft, this resulted in a 2 way attack inst all units
of the enemy main body which was more than he could handle, It
emphasizes the vulnerability of battleships as well as other ships
once away from the protection of an air umbrella,

(e) Coordination of MIDWAY forees, Task Foroes, submarines,
and Alr Foroes on HAWAII was excellsnt and with relatively minor
exceptions care used in identification of enemy forces seems to
have resulted in very few cases of mistaken identities, in spite
of great air and sutmarine activity.
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(d) It should be noted that our air search was hampered
by the relative ineffectiveness of PEY type plane and the super-
iority of Japanese fighters. It was evident that the Navy needs
%:nd plane types for scouting, striking, and amphiblous opera-

ons,

(e) A ealoulated risk was most certainly assumed by the
Commander-in-Chief, U. =. Pacific Fleet, concentrating such a
hrf. portion of his forces against this one attack, the

sion based on mcourate intelligenmce forecasting an all out
Japanese effort, seems to have been most fully Justified by th-
results. All the eggs were in one basket, but It was the r
basket, Under different ciroumstances as "to intelligence, n
would not be time to either land based aireraft or fleet
task foroes to the po of attaock, Each base must be st
enough within itself to punish the enemy severely and glve t
to move against him. Aireraft and more airoraft are needed for
thlru far flung and widely separated bases.

s, Ufrrzenth
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June -r. 1
Promt The Commanding Offieer
Tot Commander Submarine m&m Forty=tro.

Sub jeaty Patrel Repert of U.5.3. FAUTILUS,
Inclosure: (A) Extract from War Patrol Heport.

because of )

hmﬁﬁhmﬁm. osure (A

W, lls Broekman, Jr.
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UsS.8, RAUTILUS

Ez

g & 3 !E

Submerged,
Message recelved that many planes were headed for MHidway from

int bearing 320° T distance about 150 mlles from that
!.-g:nd. This point was on the boundary of the RAUTILUS
patrol area,
Sighted a lormation of six planes.
Sizghted amoke of bombing and anticsireraflt fire beyond (he
herizon bearing 33197, Changed course to close the metlon
and went to battle stat!ons submerged.
Tops of masts appeared dead ahead, While malkelng this
observation, was strafed by alreraft. Changed depth to 100
feet. Foho rancing was first heard at this tise,
Sishted s formation of four ships. One battleship of ISE
elass arkd one arulser drew tovard the starboard bow, two
other crulsers toward the port bow. Decided to attack the
battleship and changed course to draw ahesd, Sighted and
bombed by lane. 4 erulser of the JINTEU class approsshed to
attacked with charcos, At least TWO ahips were echn-
on the HATTILUS,
U elasa crulser dreopped pattern of & depth
followed seven minutes later a pattern of € depth chargea.
Went to S0 feet tr aveld scouting planes. Iine depth
charges dropped at distance of sbout 1000 yards. "hen
attack eeansd, pluned up to periscope depth to observe.
The plecture presented on ralsing the periscope was one
never sxperienced in peacetime prectices. Sh were on all
meving accoss the fleld at hilgh apeed and sireling
l;g to avold the submacrines posltion, Hanges were above
1 yards, The JINTSU elass erulser had passed over and
waps now astern, The battleship was on our port bow and riring
her ﬂﬂl starboard broadside bat at the periscope.
t.l were being madej searchlights wore trained at the
. The exact poslt un of the NAUTILUS may have
the enemy at this .lmes because §9 deck torpedo
'llihnn.tn; t in the tube as & result of the shearin: of
the torpede retaln!: g pin during the depth charging.
Peralcope eatimate wea mde on the battleship and put on the
ma Dzta Goqm re Mange sstimated ams 4,500 yards,
on starboard, speed 25 kﬂl‘l.
FI7et & b o8 Merslety falieved \y BB s with s 39
right offgset, After firing #2 it was found that #1 hed not
fired. Dattleship changed course to the left and headed
directly avay. FBRange to battleshlpy had now Ilnoreased to
5,000 yards and tract was 180, lisld further fire. During

=l=
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this timo echo ranging surface ships was continuous and
sogurate, Immediately our 1 at the battleahlp,
The JINTSU cerulser hoaded for NA U,

went to 150 feet., Depth eharge attack began. No damage.
During depth charging this dt{ a short shrill whistle was
oS havges iptededs’ Ghoas charges seemded 1ke & seves
depth charges . ose L] a severe
hammer blow on the hull and were preceded by the whistle.
Ordered perisec depth, TFattleshlp and other ascompanying
ships, exocept U type crulser, were well out of range.
Egho ranging by crulser was still accurate,.

Ralsed periscope and airhted alreraft carrier bearing 013°
relative, Carrier was distant 16,000 yards and was changing

gourse contimuously. 35he did not appear to be dammyzed,

but was overhung by unti-aireraft ts. HAUTILUS was on
a eonverging course, "hile making this obacrvatlon the
JINTSU ¢ eruiser besan to e¢lase aain at high speed.
Then ¢ r reached 2,500 yards fired #2 torpedo tube.
Cruser waa chserved te chanse course.

A oruiser attacked w!ih § depth chargea. These wore more
agcurately planned than previous chargea. Went to 200 fest,
uged evasive tactice at slow speed, but contimued adwanoe to
close the currier, Crulser continued etcho rancing and at

Beho ranging osased. Ordered periscopes depth Lo estisate the

sitmation. On looking found that the entire forme'lon first

m.:mlu‘nng the attackins erulsers had departed. The
previcusly seen was no lmqr in slzht.

Saw O mamsta on huﬂlaar earing OO0°T, dlstance 10 milss.

Changed oourse to 00E"T, falsed the verticalantenna and

clouds of grey smoke wore seen at four places over

/1

sighted, so continued to close it at the best speed that
sondition of the bLattery and probable luture operations for
the day would allow,
Sighted three planes approschling. Lowored periscope and
vertical antenna and contlnued approach st perlscope depth.
Identified the souree of amoke as & burning carrier, The
earrier was still about 0 =miles away and was 'n latitude
30%=13"=N longltude 179° - 17' w, 1ded to overtake if
possible and to atiack,
not having developed appreclably, changed apeed to
ahead on both motors after estimat that sufflelent

bat capaclty just remained for operations until night fall.

nu: reaged. 3lglhited two carulsers escortl the oarrler,
Tentatively ldentified CV as a carrler of the 30RYU g¢lass.
The carrlier was on even keel and the hull appeared o be
undamaged, There were no flames and the fire seemed to be

- -

horison, The nearest cloud of smolte had not previocusly been
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under contrel, Accompanying crulgers were about two miles

ahead of the carrler,
mﬂ,mmmmmﬁzd-nmumm-w
was now stopped, At cloaser range it was seen that
-nhim-hwmuuﬂlrmbuupul
hummmmnnmmﬂngmmrnu-
-'h L]

The dscision had to be rmade in whigh order to attuck the
targots presented, Atisck on the crulsers and later on the
carrier wan considered, but the remalning capacity of the
battery would not allow a further chase of several miles
to oatoh the meving crulsers, oven Iif it were posaible to
gvertaken them, The declialon was therelore sade to complete
the destruction of the UV before she could be repaired or taken
in tow. Appreach contirmmed at perlscope depth, An a
course was chosen to glve torpedo hits on the starboard or
1sland side of the carrier, During the next hours & repeated
check was made of tie silhouettes of Amerlcan and J ne
carriera ln order to be certaln [ the 1dentity of
target. The target was & carrier of the SCRYU elass.

Fired three torpedoes &t the carrler from periscepe depth,
Attempts to fire #4 torpedo tube were unsucde »
Imwdiately prior to firing each terpedo, the Tarpedo Data
Computer gencrated bearin: was checked by a periscope bearing.
lean run of torpedoes was 2700 yards. wakes of the tore
pedoea wore observed throuch the periscope until the tlorpedoes
strusk the target, Ned flames appesred along the length of
the ship from the bow to smidships. The Iire whieh had first
sttracted us to the sttack had been undernesath the demoliahed
after flisht deck and was nearly extinguished by the time the

HAUTTILUS the riring point. Thia fire again broke

mt-

14005

1410
depth

1431

Boats drev away from the bow and many men were seen going
over the sides. All & officers In the gonninr tower observed
the results of the torpedoing.

Fired last of three torpedoes at the carrler. Crulsers
besan reversains course at high speed and atarted to echo

m passed ﬂﬂﬂta; over the top of the NAUTILUS,
Changed course to 1 and went to 300 feet, A prolonged
charge atisck now Legan, eleven charges be dropped on

the first attack, This entire Larrage was close snd well
placed except that charges were set togbhallow and oded
above the Pe & fow mmall lesks were -p-un.g. At

time & sound was leard llke that which would caused by

a ohain beins dragged seross the ship. It may be Intereatlng
to note that a similsr nolse was heard by & Pritish submarine
under depth charge attack about one year &go.

Depth charge attack continued. A sound similar to hesvy
obiects landing on the deck was heard twioe, The sound
mi'ltor reported the nolse of srepellers ell around the

3=
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entire length,

oped the earrler and formed a cloud

to & helcht of a thousand feet, The offloesr

rrvation compared the cloud to the oll amoke

the U.0,.0. ARIZONA when that ahilp burned at

slle, Docember 7-0, Nothing could be seen of

the oarrier's hull,

lienrd heavy subsurfece explosions and -ont to depth o

statlions, A search by periscope falled to ﬁmg sny objeot

in the vioinity cxoe the atill greater cloud of black

from burning oll, If the oarrier was not found Ly

patrol planes which searched the vicinity the following morning,

the Commanding Officer believes that she was dostroyed at this
fire and internsl exploslons. !e did not howover

agtually aee her sink.

Surfaced with exhausted battery and returned to HAUTILUS

patrol area, Four torpedoes expended, forty=two depth

charges recelved,

1l
jef
Ea&g!

3,

b

i

Upon surfacing no smoke or flame of any sort was seen.

The note below might be of some wvealue in determining 1irf
the Japs do have & new undervaler sound a tus. Obnerva=
tions were made by I. T. Tetmore, C.l.M. (AA,) US Ravy.

"In eonnection with Lhe depth charce atiacks made
on us this mormning and thils afterncon, the following
facts were noted specifleally:

l, Just before the start of the attacks, or at
loast before the enermy closed con ua, a pom.tlinr
erackling noise was heard upprn:L-r:alx on the bearing
where the enemy was seen by periscope. This nocurred
in esch instanoe before his propellers were heard nnd
contimued until about the time the rirst of the charges
were dropped.

2+, The bearing of this sound was quite sharp
(about two or three de. rees) although it could be heard
from quarter to quarter astern.

S« About the best description I could give of the
charaoter of the sound was that 1t sounded like someone

a stick rapidly and at a steady rate clong a
m ence and there was s hollow sounding background
to the nolse,

—-
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EXTRACTS
PRON PEPORT OF THE FOTRTH WAR FA
TFE 138 SEAWOTF (88 197)

Februsry 15, 1942
1450 Got under way from STRARAYA ROADSTEAD [Jmu.] and stood out of WEST GATE

at various courszes and speeda.

[T'hu SEAWOLF procesded through the JAVA SEA and LOMBOK BTRAIT to
intersept the Japanese occcupation force moving towards BALI to the
east of JAVA, Shortly after making contact with this forca, the
SEAWOIF ran into trouble,)

February 19, 1942
0642 Hit bottom vielently, starboard side, entire length of ship. All stop,

surface, blowins SAFETY only.
All back emerpemey. All stop. I went on bridge and found myself well
fenced in with corel patches and diseclored weter. Raining heavily,
visibility 500-1000 yards. Picked myself a hols and went shead, starboard
ahead standard, lsft full., Them port shead standard, right full.
A1l shoal water now clearsd.
[the SRAWOIF then bepan maneuvering for an atteck on the Jap
force, consisting of sbout 4 transports, 2 crulsers, and 4 or §
destroyers.)
Ohserved D7 range 1800 yards, lying to with "AA" MG batteries manned,
and all his people looking vn, or to shoreward. He looked too good so
I turned laft st full speed to rive him straight bow attack.
Observed DD for firing but he hed kicked mhead, sc continued for AP's.
Commenced firing and at
compleated attacks. OCbserved smoke from first two lired pass to left,

i.8,, ahead, of southernmost freighter. Could not see wakes themselves.

finter 18 much riled up, considerable debris fleoating.

Slowed to 1/3 and at 1543 two strings of three [ﬂa'!:rth ch.a.rf_aa] each were

dropped just forward of sterboard beam fairly cleose. If I had made full

spoed from the firing point they would heve had us. The conning tower




was doing & dance by the tire I got out of it. There followed 18 minutes
of heavy depth charging., Ther: is no securate eourt of number, but I
think theare were about 45, The charges were dropped 8o elose torather
that counting was impossible. 1 went to 110 feet es soon as depth range
showad us we had thet much weter snd some to spare (Pottom iz herd in this
vieinity). Wy face was stung with flying cork and paint chivs, my ears
were deafened end my eves wers kept busy watching the gauges end menifolds
dsnce. 0n one blast the overhead apreared to come in € inches. This
ghin is stronr. =Sehavior of officers snd men uniformly exenllent. Em-
ployed hirh speed evasion tectlics and periods of silent running.
Ordered 63 feot [periscope depth)] [This was to observe results,] 1843.
One AP missings, remmining cne, which is standing out, appears to be downm
by stern and listing to staerboard. Wo possibility further approach work
pecount excessive range. Stood out STRAIT tc southward.

[After this successful attack, the SEANOLF patrolled the southern

aporoaches of the LCVECK and EADUNG STRAITS ettampting te inter-

eept Japansse forces reinforeing PATT. While petrolling in BADURG

STRAIT, she had her second cpportunity for attack,]

February 25, 1942

0528 Observed AP similer to SINSYU MAWD.

0530 Observed ship similar to one which I first spproached, but on seme sweep
at 0540 found much larger ship similer to SADC MARU, and decided to shoot
him. At 0543 attscked with tubes 6, 6, and 7 aimed et bow, stern, and
forward goal post. Wetched one torpedo hit just forward of bridge,
throwine up s sheet of water to top of bridge. Felt a distinot thud
with the deck moving out from under me. Motor Room and After Torpedo
Room personnel reported 2 explesions. Theras is not enough of & bang out
of these fish to suit me.

Obgerved CL or DD, Study of pletures efterwards leads me to belliave

that ship was SIGUEE [T.‘untro:mr.]




0568 Cormenced firing tubes 1, 2, and 3. Saw none of thoss torpedoes rurning
but believe this due to insufficient periscope sxposure. Sound reported
"Mwo of those hit something."” At about this time a series of explosions
to starboard which I teck for depth cherges so abandoned conning tower
and wint to depth cherge quarters, Uy last impression of DD was that
his stern wes coming out of water, I was very sharp on his guarter by
this time. I also heard and felt one good bang on the port bow about 2
mimites after firing, as I was leaving the conning tower., I am of the
opinion that one of this salve struck e ship of the convoy which waa
strung along to the right end left of the destroysr at which the asalvo
was direected. (I noticed in the redio brosdemsts of the following even-
ing that an allied plane observing had given us credit for sinking 4 shipa
ineluding 1 warship). I think we most probebly sanB two; possibly three,

and that a bare posaibility exists of there being four ships sunk by the

six torpedoes fired, Thers followed a pretty bad four and one half hours.
Everytime we would stert a pump to get dowm the bilpe weter, or run up

8 periscops to take a look, or start the hydraulic plent to hold out the
sound head, n DD would start for us. They were more spering of depth
echarges than were the rang on the 1%th but the charges appesred to be
heavier and deeper and more accurately dropped. No serious dumage was
done. 1 had intended to po in after them but they left two DD's out in

the eastern spproaches with us snd the sea was flat calm. I watched one

of them sight my feather [weke of the pﬂrimapu] cnee at 4 milss and turn

and head for me. (This DD had about 10 lookouts standing on top of the
connirg tower). Three times they passed right overhead without cans
dropping. The record shows only 21 charges were dropped but I think
there wore at lesst 30.

[After these sttacks, the SEAWOLF patrolled the ares south of
BALY And JAVA, and the SOENDA STRATT west of JAVA. The few




contects with enemy ships provided no opportunitiese for attack
until the SEAWOLF preoceeded to CTHRISTHAS ISLAND, whiol the J
were sxpected to seize shortly . After three days of reconnals-
gence to determine the most likely landinp spots, the commanding
officer proceeded to FLYING FISH COVE.)]

March 30, 1942
1960 Surfaeed in mocnlight and proceeded at 12 knots, towards FLYING FISH COVE;
giving land an 8 mile berth. I have now decided that cove is only practic-
able place for lending attempt. Other possibilities are impractical due
to deep water close to shore, cliffs end rocks, wooded banks, heavy swells,
and small lendinpg ereas.
[The commanding officer's decision to patrol the mouth of this
cove was justified when ten hours later his sound reported the
approach of the Jap landing forece., This was later determined to
consist of 11 transports, 3 eruisers, end 4 destroyers. After

2 hours of attempting to breek into the formation, depth charre
attacks by Jan destroyers and evasion tactics, the SEANOLF drew

plose to & light eruiser]

March 31, 1942

0726 JINTSU type CL, which appears to be flagship (searchlight flicking in all
directiomsend first to breek fleg hoists) and which has been "lcme wolf-
ing" it around among the others, bore 228°, 460C yards. Clipper bow with
striking CHRYSANTHEMUM or FISING SUN figure head.

0847 Final observation prier to firing, 1400 yards, speed 15,

0848 Commenced firing. Fired 4 fish.

08489 Completed firing. Chief of Boat watching cloek im Control Room said
first explosion was 1™ 10® after first fish. It seemed like a year to
me., Observed men to be rumning and shouting on cruiser grarterdeck and
measured reange as 700 yards. I am still forward of CL beam and he is
turning towerds me, ] can see gmoke from torpedo tracks drifting acroas
field of wision.

0B53 A series of explosions sounding like about 8 depth cherges with much

water swishinr nolee, close shoard. We're poing to have one helluva time,.
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0859 Seven depth charges astern, There follows 7-1/2 hours of pinging,

listening, hirh speed serews and depth charpes to a total of 25 charges.
Every time a pump runs they come in on us., This was the worst pounding
the shic has had but there wasn't much of it. Two gyro repeaters went
out; radio transmitter went haywire; velve wheels flew arcund the
engine rooms. The engine blower easings did the "Tokio Trot", the depth
rauge needles whipped 16 feet., Ship retired to north and west.

2326 Received Com Subs Asistic Fleet's conrratuletory messare, It helped a
lot., We were feeling pretty well beaten down, so we put it on the
Bulletin Board.

April 1, 1842

0300 Sirhted ship, silhonetts is sufficiently larpe to be cruiser.

04352 Vade out terret as WATORT eruiser.

0448 Comrenced firine tubes 5, 6, and 7.

0447 One viclent avplosion. Wetched the target. ¥o flames. Moon is obscured
and observation becoming more difficult,

0483 Target smoking heavily. 0454 Target Msappearing from sight; feel
positive he is sinking.

- 0634 locnset. There followed s day full of contscts and ettempted aporomches,
the crew being st Pettle Stations from 0825 until attack on JINTSU was

completed at 1703; after which we were on depth charge alert until mid-

night. HATORI, JINTSU, and 4 DD's worked our side of the island in
early forencon. As we would close one of them for atteck, they would
move somewhere else. It was most maddening, As sea freshened the ras-
cals worked over to the northwest into the lee of the island.

1634 JINTSU gigred away and put me on his rort bow,

1654 He has girred back., This is whare he made Ris misteke.
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1702 Fired tubes 7 and 8.

1703 One viclent explosion followed by 3 depth charges and & seriss of
minor explosions as we stood out to westward, Sound did not hear this
fellow's propellers arain, and 1 feel sure we got him. Judging by
rapidity with which NATORI senk this morning I do not think these CL's
ean take much,

[Followine these attacks, the SEAWCLF set her course for
FREEMANTLE, AUSTRALIAJ

April 5, 1842
A peaceful Easter Sunday. Steaks for dinner which have been aboard
since early December (fpom Fhilippine Cold Storage).

April 7, 1942

0519 Anchored in GAGE ROADS, AUSTRALIA.

GENERAI. REMARKS

Morale is extremely hirh and is inspiring to me. If the cheerfulness,

loyelty, agrressivensss, devotion to performance of duty of this shin's

company is indicative of that of the Navy as a whole (and T fesl sure it is)
cmpany

there can be no doubt as to the eventual outcome of the conflict. The

ship was in a mamber of "tight spots" and suffered a mmber of casualties.

Always obedience was prompt, duties were performed smartly without

indication of panic, and labor was performed without thought of rest.

F. B. WARDER
Lisutenent Commander, U. 3. Navy,
Commanding
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