lap Room Flles.

2. PACIFIC WAR COUNCIL: April, 1942 - April, 1944.
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licboaw, Bouth Carolina,
April 25, 1944,

MEMORANDUM

The President entertained Prime Minister Curtin at lunoh
today, After luncheom the Fresident was oloseted with the
Frime Minister for neerly en hour, The President directs that
the following notation be made n part of the files of the
Paoific War Couneil:

"In the ocourse of conversatiom after lunch, Prime Minister
Curtin expressed sonsern lest the mocounts published about the
agresment between Australia and New lealand oonserning the future
eontrol of the Peoifio might be misunderstood and posesibly resented
in the United Statos mnd in the United Ningdom, e wished to
oxplain to the Frosidemt what had brought sbout the AErasment,
President Roosevelt said that he thought he had already figured
out what had cosurred. His guess is that Prime Winister Curtinm
had had very little to do with the drafting but that Bvatt had
doce most of 1t and others had merely sgreed. Curtin said that
wae exastly rights that a growp had discussed the future of the
white man in the Pacific and that they had all disapproved of
the Government's India poliey end feared that unless properly
handled China might turn against all white men, “hile pursuing
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this theme the proposal for sn agreement betwesn Australiam
and New Zealand was made and osrried in what may well prove
to be an exoess of enthusiam,

"President Roosevelt directs that the record show
‘that his present opiniom is that it will be best for us to
forget the whole inoident, He told Curtin he hoped he
would attend a Paoifis ¥War Council mesting when he returned
to the United States,”

Wilson Bromm,
Bear Admiral, U.S5.N.

ﬂ.ﬂﬂhﬁﬂalwwm“-—_u-ﬂ_w___u_u

Regraded Unclassified




SECRET,
BECRETY Junuary 12, 1944.

MEMORANDUN
mwmmormmnrwm
held in the Cabinet Foom of the Executive Offices, the White
House, Weshington, D.C., at 12130 pem., on Wednesday,
12, 1944.

Junuary

;

The President.

The Netherlands dsbessador, Dr. A. Loudon.
The Chinese isbassador, Dr. el Tao-ming,
mwm. Hon. Lelghton

his rank from Minister to Ambessudor. The President steted that he hed
mmmmwmsuummtmm.wmt
mmmmuwuwmmmuunhmm-m
miﬁmummymubum, but thet Hollsnd had
nuummﬂumu-titmumlnmmm.ﬂn
Bugges ted mtmmumnmnumua-um follow Canada's
exumpla.

hulduthoum&.qtn that although the Council had not met
hrmthrumthh-hhtht-ﬂﬂnhthhﬂﬁ;mm
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in & reasonsbly saticfactory manner and that he is pleased to note
that Dr. Hash, in an interview with the press yeeterday, had commented
favorably on the Pecific situation and had expressed his opinion about
what should be done about the future of the Paeific 151!131:},/ l;';_ui-
dent Hoosevelt informed the Council that his discussions with
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek and with Marshel Stelin were highly
satisfactory--in that both had agreed that Japan should be stripped
of her island possessions and that the civil contrel of the islands
north of the equator should be taken over by the United Nations,
while the policing of the Western Pscific and, therefore, the
necessary air and navel beses should be taken over by those powers
capable of exercising effective military control. Marshal Stalin

had specifically sgreed to the idea that Manchuria, Formoss snd the
Pepcadores should be returned to China; that the Koreams are not yet
capable of exercising and maintaining independent government and
that they should be placed under & 40-year tutelage; that Ruseda,
having no ice-Iree port in Siberis, is desirous of getting one and
that Marshal Stalin looks with favor upon meking Deirem & free port
for all the world, with the idea that Siberien exports and imports
could be sent through the port of Dairen and carried to Siberian
territory over the Manchurian Railroad in bond. He agrees that the
Manchurien Reilwsy should become the property of the Chinese Govern-
ment. He wishes all of Sakhalin to be returned to Russia and to
have the Kurile lslands turned over to fussia in order that they may
exercise control of the streits leading to Eiberis.
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President Hoosevelt stated that it was sxtremely &.ut.inr:l.n;
to him to find that the Gensralissimo and Mershal Stalin sew "eye

to eye” with him on all sajor problems of the Puclfiic and thut he
; felt that there would be no difficulty in reaching egreements sbout g
the control of the Pucific once Japan had been completely conquered.

'm

President Roosevelt stated that he thinks he Pscific War
Council is the body that should work out preliminary studies about
the final solution of the Pacific problems as ell intsrested powers
are represented in the Council except Fussis, whose sgreement might

;) et e o | [ i

be expected in view of the discussions the Fresident had already had

with Mershsl Stelin.
President Hoosevelt also recalled that Stalin is familiar with

T N

the history of thne Liuchiu Islands and thet he is in complete sgree-
ment that they belong to China sna should be returned to her, and
further that the civil administration of all islands mow controlled
by Japan should be tsken over by the United Nations with, ss stated
before, military control of specifiec etrong points mssigned as
necessary to maintain the peace. President Hoosevelt stated that

bhe belisved Lhat everyone agreed that the civil adsinistration of
the Pacific Islands is & responsibility that should be warried out
for the bemefit of the populsations and that their administration
will always be & source of expense rather than profit.

After some general discussion it was egreed that military

requirements would hsve to be studied and the ptudies reviewed from
time to time and thet the Council should mot make sny definite

-3-
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comuitments until such studles hed beem [fully comsidered.

President Roosevalt stated that he believes the United Ststes
would be willing o aeot us police agent throughout the Marshalls,
Carolines, Mariunnas sod Pondns until Chin: is resdy Lo take over
her share of policing.

There wes gensral discussion of how a comnittee could be
formed that would represent the United Matioms, and President
foosevelt reainded the Council thet at Quebec & mumber of the
sembers hed agreed in principle that all of the United Hations
would have & fusction similer to & board of directors, but that
it would be oecessury to huve &« smull exscutive committee with
nut.huriﬁr to teke lumediste sotlon when sction is necessery to
maintaln the peace.

Digcussion then shifted io the islinds south of the equator
and President loosevell slaled that it seemed to him that after
toe last war the distribution of islsnds in the neighborhood of
Hew Zealsnd wnd dustralis had been rether kit or miss aand tiat
perhaps & recssignment of these islends might be conpidered. Dr.
Hash suggested Lhet New Lesalund's interssts went as far eust as
the Scvelety and Tuamotu groups, enc President Hoosevalt leughingly
Sugpbited Uit since they were 20 very subitious perbaps New Zeeland
should extend its control to justralis.

Dr. Nesh replied that he wez quite serlous in polnting out the
very great interest thet New Zeelend hes in uilhl.uh.i.u ownership

—dy=
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of outposts to defend her northern approeches and thet she is

necessarily interested in sir routes linking her te the rest of
the world. The future ownership of Timor wes reised snd the
Netherlends Ambagsador reminded the Couneil that part of Timor
belongs to Hollend snd thet they are very much interested in
mainteining their hold there.

A general discussion of the value of New Celedonie [ollowed
during which the Freach sdministration of the islande was guite
Mrlll...r eriticiced, but lightly defended in some respects by
Bir Owen Dixon. President Hoosevelt guoted Admirel Halsey as
saying that the French sdministration hed been very bad and that
they should not be permitted to continue control of the islends.

Eir Owen Dixon stated that he thought the French were at
& disadvantage in trying to develop the resources because of their
lack of shipping and because they have no merkets to which the great
mineral wealth of the islands might be shipped. On the other hand,
he pointed out that New Caledonie is one of the natursal outposts
and barriers for the future security of Australis and New Zealand
and that the -.I.nml resources ol New Caledoniam are badly needed by
those two commonweslthe. DUr. Nesh sdded thet the New Hebrides und
the Fiji Islends are also & pert of the natural protection for
Australia and New Zesland. ™resident Roosevelt stuted that he

=5
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personally felt very sympathetic to trensferring control of those
islands to Austrelis end New Zesland and that he does not ieel that
Huptﬂ.thnh'mmm.aum-m,puunﬂulrnm
Pacifie, vatitles her to any decisive voice in tne pesce ol Lhe
Pugific.

President Roosevelt repeated what he had stated i the Council
&t & previous meeting—that sdmirel Byrd is ssking s stuay of the
Marquesas and Tuamotu groups wiih the ides ol selecting air [ield
sites.

Dr. Hash seiu that i1 the President comsidered it & proper
question he would like Lo ssk whether the United Bustes will grent
ires passage ol aircralt rrom Lurope tnrough the Penams Cansl to
the Marquesas, as on that decision restes all of New Zesland's future
commercial air plans. FPrecident hoosevelt stutea thet nis okn view
is that the aireraft of all respectable netions shoulc I:-u- peraitied
%0 refuel and reservice ut any islend or continentel air bepe Lhey
might desire to and that the only restriclions placed upon them
stould be to forbld the carrying of passsugers or ireight [rom one

point in & country to anotber point in the sams ecuntry. lIo other

words, he saw no reason why British planes shoula not use the ports

of New York and Hen Fruncisco to refusl wien flylog pascengers aod
freight from Burope to Austrslia, bLut sew every reseon why Lhey

should not carry, pussengers wad f[reight frum New Tork to San Francisco.
br. Nesh pointed out tuut some of the United States eir lines might

—t-
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well hold that carrying pessengers and freight from Homolulu to San
Frencicco is aa internsl trensportation question snd that, if so,

we might esteblish other islends in the Pacific farther west which virtually
'uuldhlnpkthudwﬁ.upmtornirlinuhywoumminth-

Pacific. President Hoosevelt sadd thet he had no doubt there would be

diffieulty in obtaining general sgrosment, but that hie own belief is
that eir lines should be msde ae free ar we are able to meke them

r except that for u good meny yeers to come the Germsns should not be

allowed sny planes or plane fuctories or even to tesch aviation with

gliders.

Ambazesdor Helurthy predicted thet American air cozpanies will
struggle to have exclusive r!ghts over & coansidersble aren of the Pacifie,
and that Caneda expscte to hendle her eir probleas by governmant centrol
of all air lines. He stated that Canads may find herself in a vary
favorable porition, in thut meny weeful sir fields will be w1thher
domain, particularly if northern routes are developasd between Russia
and Siberie. He stated that, of courss, they sxpact to continus to

allow the general use of their fields in Novs Scotis and elsewhere

o E e st ] L e | L i i i

by airlines of other nstions.

Dr. Nach esked if the President is familiar with Mangeriva in
the Tusmotu group. He seid thet he had been informed that there was
& fine lugoon there und that it might be .wr:,r volusble.

The Hetherlends imbassador relsed the question of the invest-
ment of foreiyn money in eir lines end pointed out thet thisg is
matier that requires cureful scrutiny es the Germans may use it
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to evade any restrictions placed them. He stated that he is
informed that they have already started cevelopments in Sweden
that will be of use to them when they lose their own factoriea
and facilities.

Anbassador McCurthy asked whether it could be sssumed that
Russis would exercise stste ownershidp of ell her eir lines end
there was general agreement that that mey be expected. President
loogevelt pointed out how guarded the Fuselens have been in not
allowing any of our fliers to operate in either Eiberis or Rdssis
and that slthough we are delivering e great many fighter planes
through Alesks and Siberia, the Russisns will not sllow our fliers
te go into Siberie, but uk- over the planes at Fairbenks, not-
withatanding their sdmitted shortage of pllots.

The Netherlands Asbsssador assured the Council that in future
disoussions of the redistrioution ol Pacilic islande, Holland would
offer no difficulties in matters of security based on & purely
reclprocal agreement.

President Roosevelt stated that in the matter of future world
segurity and peace, he [eels that the nstions who have borme the
brunt of the fighting have & right to exercise continued control of
beses whose loss would joopardise future sccurity snd that he hed
definitely in mind that the interests and security of the United
States are involved in mainteining military air fields in the Cape

-8~
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Verde Iglands and at Dakar, whereas the sovereignty and eivil
adzinistretion of those aress ere mot & metter of profound
concern except as they affect the sxerclise of air power in those
Areas.

In adjourning at 1120 p.m., the Presgident suggested that
all members be prepared to contlnue further clscussione of

Pecific islends et the next neeting.

Wilgcn Brown,
Hewur Aumivel, U.S.H.

ST
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Septeaber 29, 1943.

MEMORABRDUN

The thirty-fifth meeting of Lhe Pacilic Wer Council wae held in
the Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, the WhilLe House, Washington,
n'-ﬂc. el u‘m Pi‘v- 7] 'ﬂim. &thr 29- 19‘3.

Present:
The President.
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affeirs, Dr. T. V. Boong.

The Cansdien Minieter, Hon. Leighton McCarthy.

The Australisn Minister, Sir Owen Dixon.

8ir Ronald I. Campbell, E.E. and M.P., representing Viscount

Halifax, the British Ambassador.

Baron W, van Boetszelaer, E.E. and M.P., representing Ur. A. Loudon,

the Netherlands Asbassador.

Vice President Sergio Osmens,representing bon. Manuel Queson,

Presideat of the Philippine Coamonwealth.

Mr. Gs 8. Cox, First Secretary, Charge d'affalrs ¢4 interim,

representing Dr. Walter Nash, the New lesland Minister.

President Roosevelt informed th- Council that he had been delayed
because of the necessity of holding s conference with the Uovernor of
Horth Dakots on the lmportant subject of wheet production for next
yoar, He stated that, of course, the world food supply is becoming more
and more of & problem as the greater part of the world becomes depecdent
on the help they can get from the Allied netions and thatvelthough all
dllied nations are now producing more food than we ever huve before, our
own people are heving less and less Lo eat becsuse of the quantities we
are sending to others. The United Stsates, therefore, plens to greatly
inereass wheat production mext yeer and it is understood that Cansda and . .

Australia are making similar preparations. The Australisn Minister (Bir

rOCT
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Owen Dixon) stated that in Australis the grest problem is labor and that

the shortage of labor will prevent thea from doing all that they otherwise
adght.

President Roosevelt said that his only current war news of the Pacifie
is the confirmation of the news despatches conceruing our devastating air
attack on the Japenese forcer at Wewek duriag which seven shipe and nearly
60 enemy planes were destroyed. As thie is the third major loss the
Jepanese heve suffered at Wewak, 1t le hoped thet it will be an important
interruption to whetever plans they asy have had for the defense of that
area. Bir Owen Dixon said that he had purposely not enquired sbout what
the Allied plans may bej but that it is epperent even to a layman that we
must establish an air base near Cape Gloucester in weptern New Britain
unrd#tnprﬁMtthilpprmhumm“dmm that he believed
that the Jepanese strength in thet eres has been 8o weakened that this
should not be too difficult te sccomplish. He sald that the f!:;htin: around
Las and SBalamaus had beean tough end determined but that the Japanese troops
encountersd were not nearly as determined and skillful as had been expected)
s0 that,while our losses had been less than we expected, the Japanese had
been practically annihilsted, frequenily by ertillery fire slone, and that
the survivors had takem to the bush where it is expected they will starve
to death.

President lpnlﬂllt gtated that everybody is at a loss to understand
the reason for General MacArthur's receat press announcesent sbout "lsland
hopping®, as it gave the impression that Macirthur's plans of campsign

wers being ignored, whereas, as the Council krows, the President had spoicen R
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against "islend hopping" at lesst elght months ago and that our intentieon
is to strike direct blows at the heart of Jupsn &s scon &s we are in a
position to do so. The President continued that he is very disappointed at
‘our failure to live up to expectations in delivering supjlies to China by
air and that our failure 1s due to "buge" that have developed in C-46
transports in f{lying ihe Himuwlsyss. These planes, which had given a good
performance in other areas, had developed difficulties in the Far East

and it had teken soue tlme Lo overcome the wechenical troubles. Although
past performance has been diseppointing, we have actually succesded in
delivering 6,000 toms during August and hope to resch the goal of 7,000

tons next moath.
After some discussioca it was syreed bLetween President Roosevelt and

Dr. Bcong that the latest information lnalcetes Lhat Vice Admirel Mountbatten
will leave for hie new staticn early in Cetober and that he will confer with
the Ueneralissimo sometime sbout the middle of October, Regret wes expressed
that the public had been given to understand thst a conflict in authority
and interests woulc develop between Mountbatten and MacArthurj whersas, of
course, it wes well understood by evergpone in muthority thet geofraphy
itselfl required the aslantensnce of eatirely separste commands which would,
of course, help each other as circusstances might require and perait,
President Roosevelt sald that he was very grateful to ell countries
who had contributed to the reception of Mrs. Foosevelt during her recent
air journey to the Bouthwest Pacific. He sald that Mrs. Roosevelt thoroughly
enjoyed svery moment of it and was greatly touched hy the cordial reception

3=
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she had received, It will take her a loag time to detall all that she

saw and did, as all of her days were sc crowied, but one cutstanding

fact is that she actually saw over 500,000 troops in the Southwest Pecifie.
Bhe was very much interested by the colorful end fine appearance of the
native troops in Fiji and Samoa.

President Roosevelt saild that one of the outstanding events in the
Pacific since the last meeting was the occupation of Kiska. He paid that
while we can rejolce that it had nol cost ue eny lives for the ccecupation,
it will remain one of the emusing incidents of the war thet,after careful
preparation and training, fifty thousand troops succeeded in capturing only
three deserted dogs. Heference was also made to the successful, though
costly, air raid on Paramushire when ten of cur planes landed and were
interned on Kamchatka; the devastating bombardment of Marcus Islendj the
cocupation of Nanumea, and the successful campeign in the Solomons and
New Guinea. Repeated reference was made to the failing performsnce of
Japanese pilots and the constant attrition they are suffering in their
merchant marine.

President Roosevelt stated that everyone knew that he and Prime
Minister Churchill hoped tc heve & conference with Stalin in the neer
future, and that when such & meeting occurred an opportunity might offer
to sound out Mr, Stalin sbout the use of Biberian alrports for ocur attack
on Japan. President Roosevelt said that he would not embarrass Mr. Btelin
by making a direct request for such use but that he hoped an opportunity
might offer to give us some inkling about Mr. Stelin's probable attitude

as the war advances.
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In reply toc a question from the Presideat, Dr. Bocng seid thet he
had no subject to discuss with the @ouncil and all other members stated
that they had no subject to bring up. President Roosevelt sald that he
knew all members would be interested to hear how much he had enjoyed his
two visits to Cenada and the friendly welcome he had received there. Mr.

McCarthy was persusded to recount his outstanding fishing experieace of

S TR T T P e

the summer in having & muskel-lunge seise & bass just &s he was pulling it

into the boat and the President repponded with s ptory of eatehing 2 gail-
fish without a hook. The fishing stories led to completely informal
discussion of t.h«.n recenl elections in Australie, New Zeelsnd, and Canada,
The President expressed the opinion that the people of all of our
countries are tired of old faces and want to get some new blood in office.

TP i R S

President Roosevelt said that he thought it would be a good thing for
#ll members of the Council to present the war in Italy to thelr peocple as
a crusade to drive the Hun from Rome end to free the Pope. He peid that
he thought we should all try to emphasise thet it is & crusade and that
such propaganda would be helpful to the Allied cause among people of all

rellgions and of all creeds.
The Charge d'Affairs of New Zealend (Mr. Cox) ssked if we had any

information about the present Japanese rate of bullding sirplaces.
President Roosevelt said that unfortunately we have not and that he felt

we should look to China for information about that ss well &s about
Japanese shipbullding. DUr. Boong sald he thinks the Jupanese have developed
a4 very much improved pursuit plane but that they are losing in total numbers

-5-
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of planes and the quantity of their pilets is falling off rapidly, owing
to the great number of experlenced pilots who have been killed in the
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various sctions. Dr. SBoong also stated in reply to & question that the
Chinese are being foroced by the Japanese to build & great many wooden
ships for Japanese service and that englnes for such creft sre sent out
from Japan.

There being mo further subjects for discussion, the meeting was ad-
Journed at 1400 p.am.

After the meeting, Dr. Scong had & long private conversation with
the President, and 8ir Owen Dixon discussed with the President Australis'e

feeling about & rumored vieit by Mr. Willkie.

Wilson Brown,
Fear mﬂll U-E-Il.'l',rn
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MEEORANDUM

“The thirty-fourth seeting of the Pacific War Council wag held
in the Cabinet Room of the kxecutive Offices, the White House,
'luhin;tu, D.C., at 12120 p.m., on Wednesday, Bugust 11, 1943.

Eresents
The Presiden t.
The

Netherlands Ambsssador, Ur. A. Loudon.
The Chinese Ambsssader, Dr. Wel Teao-ming.
The Australien dinlster, Sir Owen Dixon.
§ir R. I. Campbell, E.E, anu H.P., representing Viscount
Halifax, the British Asbasssador.

. Mr. J. M. Elisalde, Resident Commissioner of tue Philippine
Coamonwealth, representing Hon. Manuel Queson, President
of the Philippine Cozmnonwealth.

Mr. Merchant Mahoney, Counselor, representing Hon. Leighton
y the Canadian Minister.
Hr. G. 8. En:, Firat Secretary, represeating Ur. Welter Nash,
the New Zealand Mianister.

President Roosevelt informed the Couneil thet he hed just sade
a voice record of s message to the people of the Philippines and
arranged with Resident Commissioner Elizalde that & copy should ba
sent to President Queson. The Resident Commiseloner informed the
Council that President Quemon is meking satisfactory progress snd
that his previocus recoveries from ettecks of tuberculosis give
hope that he will poon be well again. President Foosevelt informed
the Council that, as they might infer from the news of the arrival
in Canada of the Prime Minister, he, President Roosevell, looks
forward to gonversations with the Prime Minister in the next day
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mnim between the Comblined Brit.ith and American Chiefs of Staff,
!h hﬂpu that the vieit to Quebec may include some cpportunities for
fishing, Varions nembers of the Counc!l expressed the hope that he

would have successful fishing of all kinds.
President Foocevelt state! that the only war development in the

..u..._‘yniilll I‘Ii'

M!.ric ol importance since the laat meeting is the capture of Munda :
o.n New Georgla Isllnnl:l. He announced that the Japanese defense of
Munda had been stubborn and thet its capture hed resulted in
;onpnmt.iﬁlr heavy losses on both :1:1". This experience, he
mt.:l.nuad, BeIves o n:ph.tnn agalan the t."lmn.mun cost in um

and lives in en islend-to-ielend drive on Japun. He expressed the
opinion tt.l.tl it is another proof that we must flnd a more direct
ttm on Japan, since the present rate of progress would take

ﬁu m-:lnd years to bring complate victory.

The President continued that he iz glad to announce that, whereas
tt.thth.ltmtin‘hl had to edmit great disappointment in thtslh
t:_r!.ﬂllr of supplies to China, he cen now report that there hap bam.
great improvemsnt and that by Eeptember we have every reapgon to hope
*m_t.-um.tuun b-uﬂ.lﬂndh;urntt.h-numdinm-mu
we had set as our goal several months &go.

Presideat Roopevelt continued that while he bellieved it ie highly
improbable that the Uermans will collapee this fell, he, nevertheless,
believes that the recent change in government in Italy indicates that
collapse may ocour more abruptly then we expect. Olnce this is &

=2=
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possibility, it is evident that the Pacific War Council should be
oansidering plans for the energstie prosecution of the war against
Japan as soon 88 forces are rslessed from the war in the Wegt. When
Germany is subdued it iz evident that greatly incressed forces will
be immedistaly available to the United Stites, (reat Eritein, Hollamnd,
snd possibly Fremoh forces, 1o be employed ageinet Jepen, We must
have clestly in mind how thes caa be employed to the best cffect.
It seels svident that one of our wost ellective stepe is to provide
modern arss and equipsent for the Chinese Army and that plans must
be ready to sarry out that measure, Fealizing, as we do, that China
has & vaet nusber of t.rnmdw and eoldiers who lack only
the equlpment to wage lmuiful of fensive war egainst Japan, the
importance of supplying Chine with arms Lle evident. We may alse
have the hope of using Siberisn bages for alr attacks ageinet Japan.
The complete destruction of Hamburg ie an impressive demonstration
of what ean be done by long-range bombing. If we cen use Siberlisn
air fiselds, the only requirement is & sufficient number of long-range
bombers to attack the heart of Japan im & wanner that she will find
1t bhard to endure., We have no assurance that the Fuesians will
agrss to the use of their bases but we have evidence in the recent
disputes between Japan and Russia that the Russisans husve no cause

to love Japan. President Roosevelt said tiat he hoped the members
of the Council would consider ways and means of stteoking Japen

chlpuﬂrﬂﬂlmﬁﬂfmfnuuir.mhﬂﬂtmw-
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Dr. Loudon stated that he agrees emphetically that we must make
up our minds to go to Tokio direct without too wmuch struggling
around the edges.

President foosevelt saii that he believes more and more military
8ad navel sen sre reaching the conclusion thet we must out in mnorth
of the Philippines to break the Jupanese line and thersby gain control
of all of Jepun'p conqueste to the south by severing their line of
BUpply .

br. Loudon scid that be agrees fully but that he thi=ks we
sbould not lose eight of the fact thet an etteck on the Jepaniene,
!h*-ur they mey be found, is always e dirsect contribution towsrd
winning the war. He sald that the reporta they heve of the recent
boabing of Eurubnn’ most encoursging, both because of ths amount
of dusage inflicted aand becsuse of the demonptration te the conquered
people that the Allied nations are, in fect, battling to come to
their ruscuw.

President Roosevelt stated thet only that morning he hed received
relisble reports thet our bombing of the Ploesti eil fielde was a
very great success in that the Cermans had oo axpected soccurste bomb-
ing and that as & result nearly seventy percent of the focilitien
have been cestroyed. General Chemnault also reports that he has
destroyed 45,000 tons of Japanese shipping during July. The success
Hmlm-muhmgmmw"ldﬁmw
mﬁmmuhhmmtnmmhm,mhn“u
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& sulficient number of long-renge bombers can be brought into sction
against her.

President Roosevelt expressed his admirstion of the fine diplomacy
with whieh Molotov has besn twndling the Japsnese in the discussions
of the seiring of Russien phips by Japan. Molotov has brought the
Jupunese to terms by refusing tc be sidetracked to sny side lssues
or discussions of international law snd hes held to his blunt demand
thet Japen relesse without delsy the Russian ships thet they have meised,

Presicent Roosevelt said that he thought he had no other subject
to discuss end celled for comment by eny member of the Council. None
were nede. PFresident Noosevelt then wolunteered that he thought the
Couneil might be interested to know that he is planning tc have surveys
made by comserciel air lines of two areas in the Pscific - the Marquesas
and the Tusmotu group. This is being done es & preliminary to post-war
planning. The President stated ss his opinion that ufter the war
certain Pacific airports should be svajluble to all natione. In
furthersnce of this general policy, the results of our present survey
expeditions would be made avallable to other nations.

President Roosevelt explained that his opinion is that three
general routes to Australia end New Zealand should be cerefully
investigated now, These routes he described as followss

(a) New York to Acapuleo, to Clipperton, to the Marquesas,
and thence to the westward via bapes that are now

being developed,

(b) Burope and North Africa to the West Indies, to Punama,
to the Calapagos, to the Tuamotu Archipelago and west.




hoped that the French will be willing to release the bases that the
world may need.

Bir Owen Dixon said thet, of course, his country will be very
much interested. He said that he had heard that the Japanese are
making some progress in winning over the natives of lew Guinea by
telling them that their ancestors live in Japan.

There being no further subjects to discuss, the Council adjourned
at 1100 p.m. to await the call of the President.

Wilson Brown,
Rear Admiral, U.8.Mevy.
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(c) As & possible route but probably not one that need
considered now — from Chile to Easter
Island, to the Henderson lelend, and westward,
Admirel Byrd, with some ocivilisn and navel sdvisers, is expected to
commence & survey in the near future. As before stated, the recom-
mendations will be the commou property of all natlons, and it is
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Room of the Executive Offices, the White House, Washington, D.C.
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UEMOLANLLUN
The thirty-third meeting of the Pescific War Council wes held
at 12120 o'elock p.m., Wednesday, July Zl, 1943, in the Cebinet

1

The President.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Dr. T. V. Eoong).

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonweslth (lica. Sergio

m}-

The Cansdisn Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy).

The dustralien Einister (Sir Owen Lixon).

Sir Ronald Campbell, E.E, and M.P. (representing Viscount Helifex,

the BEritish Ambsssedor).

Baron W. van Boetselser, E.E, and ¥.P. (representing Lr. k. Loudon,

the Netherlends Aubses&uor).

Mr. G. 8. Cox, Pirst Secretury, New Zeslaod Le.stion (representing

Hon. Welter Nush, the New Zealsnd Minister).

_!r-i.dut. Roosevelt ptited that he wes encoursaged by recent action
in the Pecific. Thie sctlon, he pointed out, consisted of & series of
minor engsgements - sbout four in pumber - in wiieh the Jupanege had
suffered such greater losses than the United States, heving lost
pusercus light crulsers, destroyers wund cergo ships. In the alr also
they huve suffered much yrester losses, the Presicent seid, citing one
recent case in which, in one sction, & totel of G0 out of 90 Jupanese -
planes were shot down. If we had this sort of attrition of United Stutes
forces, the President pointed out, it would worry us greatly, snd it
must constitute considerasble worry to the Jupanese. lowever, Lhe

important point is thut we lack eccurate cnowledge of current Jupanese

=1-
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construotion inm aireralt. The President then asked Dr. Scong if he could
halp us in obtaining data on this subject. Dr. Soomg replied that he
would pass this request back to his people and he thought there wee some=
thing they could do s& they had various sources of inforsation. The
President suggested contacts that the Chinese must have through business-
men who went into occupied China and Korea.

Dr, Soong then mentioned the recent change io the Air Force Chiefl im
Japan, the newly appointed Chief being & prinece of roysl blood, Dr, Soong
pointed out that such an exalted perscnsge took charge of affsirs in Jepan
only when there was trouble below.

The President added thet we did mot have sny information on ship
construction either. He steted thut he felt the destructiom of merchent
shipping was almost more important then navel ships. Dr. Scong said that
ehipplng in certein key ports, like Hong Komg, had fallen off recently,
indicating a secarcity of Jupanese ships. The President stated that he
figured at the start of the war the Jspanese hed 6,000,000 tons of shipping,
including all the ships Lhey scquired from Eism, lado Chins, etc. The
President figured that we have been sinking one and one-half million
tons a year and, accordingly, the Japanese would have had four and one=half
million tons left ms of last Junuwery, but that the trouble wes we do not
know what the Japanese ship construction is and so it is diffiecult to
figure out what they uow have on hand. The Army and the Navy figure Japenese
ship consiruction to be three to four hundred thoussnd tons per yeer, The
hmtmmth!lﬂltm“.ﬂfiwhﬂrﬁmm.
which would leave the Japanese with a net losa of one and one=halfl hundred
thousand tons, but he added that this was pure guess work,
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Dr. Soong repeit.d thut they had certain sources of informstiom and
he felt they could @htain something sceurste swbout Ju snese airplane and
ship counstruction. The President sske: whit the Chinese estimate Jupanese
airplene construction te be. Dr. Soony seld that they estimete it to be
very low - sbout 600 plenecs per month. The President figures this to be
about six to seven Lhousand per yesr, about 5,000 combet planes.

Dr. Soong added thet in recent Allied raids,over Canton for instance,
the Jepsnese hacu pent up as interceptors very old types of planes, which
was & strong indleatlon of & shortege of first-line Jupanese airplanes.

The Presideat the: ctated that everything seemed to be coming along well
in the Aleutians. He sald thet he snd Admiral King frequently put Lhem=
selves in the posltion of the Japunese sad tried to figure out what they
would do Af they were in comsend of the Japaness [lest. They Tigure that
the United Stutes forces are very much extended all the way Crom the
Aleutisns to Hawaii, the one principsl strongpoint, down through the
South and Southwest Pacific. Accordingly, they feel that our one weakness
would be an sttack by the entire Japsnese battle fleet as & strong single
concentration of ses power; thet if this sttack were preceded by certain
deception so that we were csught totally unaware, we might suffer sericus
gonsequences. lie mentioned that the Jupanese had sttacked Midway with a
very large foree but thet we were not ceu ht by surprise and got thers
firet, with the result thet all of us know. He added that if the Jepanese
seat & strong concentratlon of sea power suddemly agsinet us in the Solomons
*e would, 1f lucky, be able to withiraw to Austrelis, sud, without luck, we
“lu% lose our navel forces in the Solomons Aresa.
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. Soong repest.d thet they had eertain sources of inforsstion and
be felt they could Mtein something sceurste sbout Jo snese airplane and
ship construction. The President sske: whet the Chinese estimate Jupanese
alrplene construction te be. Dr. Soong seid thet they estimste it to be
very low - sbout 600 planes per month. The President figures this to be
about six to seven thousand per year, sbout 5,000 combet planes,

Dr. Soong added thet in recent Allied ralds,over Canton for ingtance,
the Jepanese hau sent up as interceptors very old Lypes of plenes, which
¥as & strong indlestlon of & shortage of first-line Jupanese alrplanes.

The President the: stated that everything seemed to be coming slong well
in the Aleutisns. le said that he snd Admiral King frequently put them-
selves in the position of the Japunese and tried to figure out what they
would do if they were in commend of the Jupanese fleet. They figure that
the United Stutes forces are very much extended all the way [rom the
Aleutisns to Hawaii, the one principal strongpoint, down through the
Bouth and Seuthwest Pacilic. Adccordingly, Lhey feel that our one weakness
would be an sttagk by the eutire Japanese beitie fleet as & strong single
concentration of ses powerj thet if this attack were preceded by certein
deception so thet we were caught totally unaware, we mlght suffer periocus
consequences. le menbioned that the Jupsnese had sttacked Midway with &
very lerge force but thet we were not ecau ht by surprise and got there
first, »ith the result that all of us kuow. He sdded that if the Jepenese
seat & strony concentration of sea power suddemly ugsinst us in the Solomons
we would, if lucky, be able to withdraw to Austrelis, snd, without luck, we
might lose our navel foroes in the Solomons Ares,
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i h.mmumuutmmmmme-muw
themselves to the heavy losses they Lave been sustaining. The Presideat
sald nobody reslly knows, but perhaps it is their imitstive characteristics)
having suffered them once, they don't mind doing it againm.

mmm-m(m.wmmrwjmmtmm.u
mm.umuw-hmmmt-mpmm.

m!ruuntthmmumumtumﬂnmmmm
rmhnluunmmrpmmlhmtrmm-nﬂrutnmmmt.
m#W.mm&mnrMImm,Ithumm
i.lﬂﬂ.hllilm-ﬂum-pntmhthfmuu,mmum
advence ayainst the Jupanese very slow.

Dr. Boong said he had heard that recently four Jupsnese divisions
mh--tnummmrmtunm.muumm.

The President said he could not understend why they should do this
because they certainly should not be suffering a shortaye of manpower,
Dr. Bcong maid that it was undoubtedly the quality of troops in which they
were interested as these divisions brought from the Fussiaen front were
crack outfits,

The President then sald Lhal probsbly Vice President Osmens would
hhﬁrHMdinhUHntrmm.H:rmmnmpmﬂrmiuim
Jtmmn“nhim-mmmmth-ﬂmitmu
take 101 years to get to Tokio. mmum,mnmmmpramup
-uhhumﬂpthmghmmnthimhﬂdm,m-h
mmummm,mmmmnw-uﬂu
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at the heart of Jepan proper more guickly, &s well us isolate a large portion
of Japanese-held territory, sueh us the Dutch Lest Inales, lndo-China, Durma,
eto., and also thresten Truk and other mid-Preifle Japanese islands. The
President seid that he thought it was an attractive idea but that we are

not quite ready to wo it. (Note: At this point a letter wus handed to

the President, who, upon reading it, said he would like to see Vice Fresi-
dent Osmena alter the conference to discuss the Letter with him),.

The President said that the transportation of supplies from lndia
agrogs Burma into China was very slow, meny Lhings contributing to this,
such as bud weather and the difficulties of river transportstion. He said
we make plans in July to be executed in August and sc oftem when August
comss we [ind thaet we can not sxecute them until Septezmber. Things in
general are not going well slong this trensportation line, he suaid, but
we have made certain changes iu personnel, sending new people cut there
with the hope that a new broom will sweep clean. The Ueneralissimo knows
21l this and knows that we are doing, es he suld, our dammest to do what
we Cad. _

The President said to Hon. Leighton MecCurthy that he would like to
ses him after the mesting to discdss s fighing trip.

EBpeaking of tripe, he said, Dr. Soong is sbout tc leave on & secret
mission to the Eouth Pole.

The Australisn Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) ssid that he had beem wonder-
ing whether our plans in the Southwest Pscific called lor an advance of
Allied foreces along the northern coast of New Cuinea, because [rom their
standpoint New Guinea, at best, was diffloult terrain to overcowe. The
President seid that he had his doubte about the New Guines campaign because
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of the great time involved in geining & limited objective. Eir Owen
Dixon then mentioned the [act that they were certsio now, if givenm
snough ground troope, that they could do a job out there, but that it
would be wery, very slow, and this brought out the lmportunce of air
power which could do the ssme job more ecomomically and more guickly.

The President sald that, incidentally, he had gotten & letter {rom
an imerican doctor, & friend of his, in New iealand, who sinted that
after the war he wanted to settle down in lew Zsaland for life as it
wes the grandest country hs had ever asen.

Mr. Cox said that General Freyberg, who had recently passed through
here, had made remarks which substantiated Sir Owen Dixon's remarks
concerning the uee of ground troops end air powar in the Southwest
Pacific., General Freyberg had said thet Lf we heve to use one Australian
or one American for each Japanese scldier we killed, it will be like,
in chess, using & queen to take a pawn, and even with the laryge ground
force we hed sssembled in that area there were still relstively small
points of contact with the enemy. Ihe President said, however, that in
the psst year we have gained & lot, and thet when Uenerel MecArthur came
out of the Philippines he [elt that the Jupanese wis & great warrlor and
fighter and he was very pessimistic about now we were _cing to deleat

them, slthough defeat them we must. The President ssic that, however,

it now looked as though we hed learmed & little sbout Jungle warfare
ourselves.

Eir Owen Dixon sald it was interesting Lo observe what the Australian
soldiers who had recently returned from fighting the Uermans thought about
the Japanese. These Austiralisns think the Jap u very, very tough individual
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but that tactlecslly and strategleoslly they are mot great opponents,
Mr. Cox then amskel the President if he had sny informstion om our

air reid from the Aleutians over Peramushirc. The President said that

the newspapers hud played up the etory a great deal but that the other
side to it wes that the flight wes & very long onej the fog i always
treacherous up therej only & smell bomb load csn be carried; and so the

whole thlng wes only & gasble and more usserly epproached a recomnaissance
flight. He also sald thet these islends were not very important to the
Japanese and it would not be & pertiecularly big thing even if we
occupied them, but that we would then heve the same difficulty supply-
ing ourselves there as the Jupenese haed supplying thempelves in Attu
and Kiska. Ke geld lncldentally, so far se we imow, no supplies had
gone into Kiska recently, not even by subasrine,

The Cansdian Minister pointed out that mow that we have gone to
the great trouble of driving the Jupanese out of the Aleutians we
don't seem to kuow what to do with the islends. The President said

that the sost lmportant part of it was the puychological effect on
our people and the Canadiens.

;
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The President turned to Vice President Usmena and said that in
the letter which hal been handed to him & few minutes esrlier &
comment was mede with reference to Japaness promises of independesnce
Wiich were Leing mede to the Philippines, Burms snd others., Ba:on Van
Boetselaer sald thst they hed heard from broadcests that a locel

government had been set up in Java. The President seid he could not

PP, R

imagine the Jepanese giving independeace to anyome but that it called
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to his mind the question of Lndo-China. He puld Lhat he [elt Indo=China
should not be given back to the French Empire sfter the war. The French
had been there for nearly one hundred yesrs end had done absolutely
nothing with the place to improve the lot of the people. le them agked
Dr. Soong how many people tnere were in lndo-China. [r. SBoong replied
i
|

about 35,000,000 and that they were somewhst similer to the Siamese. The
President seid that he lelt 35,000,000 people snould not be exploited)

that the Freach hed teken a great deal irom them. Provaboly lor each
pound they got out of the plsce they put in only one shilling. The
President suid thet after the war we ougnt Lo help these 35,000,000
people in lodo-Chinm. HNeturally they could ooy be given ilndependence
immediately but should be taken care of until ihey are sble to govern
themselves. lie compared the situation to the Pnilippines. He said in
| 1900 the Filipinos were not resdy (or indepecdesce nor could a date be
fimed them when they would be. Many public works ned Lo be taken care
of first. The people had to be educated in locel, and [inally, national
governmental affairs. By 1933, however, we were sble Lo get together with
the Filipinos snd all agree on & date, nemely 1945, when they would be
ready [or ilndependence, O8ince this development worked in that cess, there
is no reason why it should not work inm the cese of lndo-China. In the
meantime we would hold Indo-Chine &s & trustes. This word, he said, can
not evem be transleted into some languages. lt means to hold for the
benefit of the owner.

The Cenadian Minister ssked whet the etatus of Llndo=China wes at the
present time. The President pointed out thut the French there had
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submitted to ocoupetion &t the polnt of & sword and so &0y agreements
reached were of no value. DUr. Scong seid that the French Governor was
only a shadow &t present and cospletely surrounded by Japanese sentries,
*,mmmn that if the Jupanese won the war they would han® on to
Indo=Chine as the Freach had givenm il up without a fight snd so title to
it bad already passed out of France's hands. iie added that the Atlantie
Charter should not be overlooked in this whole matter. The President
#aid thet in that coanection self—~deterainstion is an ispoertant thing
but that there are many people in the world, such ss the head-hunters
of Borneo, who sre not ready for self-deterwinstion. The President said
mtmmﬂmnmﬁummmuu.m-uthcm;-m-
views on Indo-China; that he felt the lssue tlere wie too fundsmental and
important to be altered by Freach politics in the Mediterrsnean Area,
He sald thet he had mentioned this question of Indo-China to Prize Mlolster
Churehill and thet the Prime Minister did not agree with him in the above
discussion.

The President closed by memtionlng twice Lhe very splendid speech which
Queen Wilhelmina hed made recently which pointed toward s federation for
the Dutch Esst Indies after the war., He pointed out that in & lederstion
soverelgnty goes toward the meabers of & federation.

The Counecil adjourned at 1102 p.m. to await the call of the Presideat.

Chester Hammond,
Lieutenant Colonel, Genersl Staff, U.S5.d.
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MEMORANDUM

muuwm-un;ormmuunrm-um
at 12105 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, June 9, 1943, in the Cabinet Room
of the Executive Offices, the White House, Weshington, D.C.

The Presiden t.

Australisn Minister of Stste for External Affairs (Dr. H. A. Evatt).
British Ambesssdor (Viscount Halifex).

Chinese Minister for Foreign Affsirs (Dr. T. V. Soong).

listherlands Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Dr. Weleo M. Ven Kleffins).
Netherlands ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon) «

Canadien Minister (Hon. Leighton WeCerthy).

G. 8. Cox, First Secretary, New Zeeland L.rat.im {(Representing

Hon. Walter Nash, the Hew Zeslsnd Minister).

President Roosevelt ennounced that he hed precileslly no news and,
therefore, feared mtmhptm‘mnnnmwhnldlmmn
this time as we appesred to hmnmgthrnuzhmcorth-mﬂlpu
of the war, which mey be the lull before the storm.

Dr. Bvatt presented President Foosevelt with a ring made from a
pert of one of the Japanese two-men submarines captured at Sydney Herber.
Ih-ﬂmtthqhndnukluthrunhuuumhnmumthtm
uhdmnﬂﬂuﬂh:th-mmumn-;mummthnrnm.

President Roosevelt said thet, of course, the Jepenese withdrawal
to the north bank of the Yangtse wus the important event of the past
ummthm-mmtmmmMmmm-t

lutptrfnrndhurthujmtmmchumlirrnm.
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Lord Halifax stated that one of the former resident governors
of the Solomon Islands is visiting Weshington and thet his experiences
in escaping the Japanese are very instructive. The former governor
sought refuge with natives in the hills for some time and was able to
follow in considerable detail the difficulties the Japanese had in
maintaining their supplies of food end munitions,

President Roosevelt steted that he &nd Mr. Churchill had diseussed

j the sirategy of the Pecilic many Limee and thet they are agreed that
we can expect the Jepanese to fight stubbornly wherever they have a
foothald; so that an island-to-islend struggle would, indeed, continue
for a great many years before they could be drivenm out of cecupied

.

territory, but that by striking in at the Malaya Peninsuls we could
sever their lines of communication to the south and, thereby, lessen

their ability to hold on to Timor, Java end Borneo. Even from the
present alr bases in China General Chennault expects to be able te
dntmjm,omtm:nfihtppu,;uyurﬂmgthlm"ud,u

L]
i T tu_JHddm:ﬁ,ww“ﬂ_J

addition, control of the air will enable us to destroy vast guanti-
ties of river traffic which will seriously weakem the Japenese holdings
in China.
k.hﬂg:uumtmtmhprupnmuuhﬂulhﬂu
qualities of the Japanese troops, because the American and British =
troops have, so far, come in contact only with the very best Jepsnese '
troops. Dr. Soong believes that it is only the professional soldier
;bﬂumnthrm“rm,mmtmnmr-umhm

the first troops to invede Chinaj but that in later years an entirely
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differsat grade of troops ars smployed in Chins who will surrecder
when they see conditions going against them. Ur. Soong stated that
bhe thinks we may expect & similar experience in other Jaspsnese
occupled territories.

Lord Halifex seked the Netherlancs Foreign Minieter whether he
had told the President about toe recent German effort to securs
®good behavior eertificetes" in Hollend. Dr. Van Kleffins explained
that Germen troops sre individuelly attempting to secure testimomials
from Hollanders that they, as indivicdusls, have invarisbly treated
the Hollanders with consideration and politeness. This effort is
believed to be a forsarunner of preparing the individusl defense
against the sxpected charge and trial for the barbercus treatment
of the occupied countries. The Netherlands Foreign Minister continued
that they evea have & remarkable sxample of & Jupenese oificer in
Singapore who woluntarily took charge of the three Duteh ehildren
of a former Dukh offiger in Jewa snd treated them for three weeks
with the greatest considerstion and thoughtfulness.

President Roosevelt asked Dr. Socong to inforw the Council of the
recent Japunese defeat in the vicinity of Ichang. Ur. Scong stated
that he felt sure the Japaness had misjudged the ability of the Chinese
for further resistance. The Japsnese, thereflore, comsenced an
sabitious thres—pronged drive, directed not only st the destruction of
this year's rice crop but st the actual capture of Chungking, expecting
that the peoples and armies of Chine were mo discoursged and starved

=3=
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that they would be unable to deliver effective resistance. In this they
hed besn very badly misteken, as the Chinese armies are intact and thelir
eounterblow was delivered most effectively. The counterattacks, combined
with the very effective air support, had teken the Japsnese completely
by surprise; their line of supplies vis the river was destroyed and they
had no cholce but to beat a precipiteted and costly retreat. He said
that it was quite true Lhat the puppet troops fighting with the Japan-
ese had turned ou thelr officers and had sssisted the Chinese in the
crushing defeat of the Japanese invesion. Dr. Soong says that while
some provisions had been destroyed ln slorehouses, no harm has been
done to the Chinese rice crop mbieh will not be harvested uatil July
or August.

Lord Halifax asked President Roosevelt if there was anything he
would tell the Council about the threstened Axis use of ges which had
prompted the President's decleraticn to the press on the previous day
that the Allies would retaliate in kind if the dude should use gas
against any of our allies. President Roosevelt seld that he had
nothing specific that he could repeat except persistent rumors
continued that the Germans are ssking extensive preparstions for the
use of gas and that there is a theory that they might use gas against
Russia this summer because the prevailing westerly wiods made it
sasier for them to use gas than the Russpians. A general discussion
mmwitmwhmmmwammtmm,
themselves, are so vulnerable to gas attsck by our superior air force
that it seems extremely improbable that they will use gas against the
Russians. There was some mention of the Japanese chargs that American
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troops bad used gas st Attu, which was denounced as ridiculous.

Dr. Bvatt agked whether thers is any oes information to indicate
how extensive a trade is baing carried on betweea Jepen and Ruseis -
whether Fussia continues to receive guantities of rubber [rom Japen.
No ome velunteersd any informstion on this subjeet but it was generally
conceded that Japan might be gled to exchange rubber for some of the
minerals or sorap metals thot she needs urgenily.

The Canadian ¥inigter (Hon. Leighton MeCsrthy) asked the Presideat
whether Mr. Davies hao returned with any interestluy rews {roo Russia
and whether he thinks the Rusgisns are coniideut of succees la the
threatened summer campaign. The President ssia that Mr. Devies is
entiusiastio in his report of Russia's conficence and of the Lremsndous
progress that has bsen made in Siberia in tus extension of their
agriculture, industry, and war preparstions of all kinds.

President Roosevelt expressed some doubt as to whether the
Germans will risk a full offensive against the Russisns this sumser.
In & general discussion of the pro's and con's of the lerman susser
campaign, the Netherlands representatives present expressed the opinion
that there is a stromg rising sentiment inm both Frence and Germany for
Communism. HMr. MeCarthy stated that this wes probably just snother
svidence of Axis propaganda, as was the receat campaign in the United
Btates to slandsr the morals of the RAACe in the United Etatees,

The Council discussed the recent food conference and generally
sxpressed great satisfection in its sccomplisiments. [Dr. Evatt
ﬂprti-hﬂ#-ﬁlﬂlulhﬂ.ﬂ.IMchuIMit“thnt
tremendously beneficial effect for the Allies and, comsequently, a
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wﬁ;m»tmmm.mitMium.mmm“
hmrmmmm.Mwhﬂpmmmﬁwmm
eriminals. mmmwmuMdntMtwﬂdrmu
the food conference by another Alliec conference at an early date. It

Was stated with pride thet thic was the firet tizme in the history of

the world when & greater part of ihe world Joined together in finding
out what the totel soures of food supplies are, what kind of food the
diffmtpuﬂuut,mdmuﬂnh,hnﬂmmmhm:aﬂhﬁr-
mation, of what the necessary food supplies should be for & contented
world.

Fresident Hoosevelt stated that tomorrow invitaticas will be issued
hflﬂﬂl.utduunu'ultt-dunlhrmfmmth-nmnmu.
h-mnrmrﬂinrmrm-Mhtumphmrwth-
imaediate rehabilitation of devastated countries when the progress of
the war may permit.

As & result of some questioning, President Foosevelt stated that
umn.wmmtumu-mumm
ﬂtlumhthh-ocmﬂnthmmhumaaerrin,uitmm
the last war, or in the air force. Germsny placed her hope in these
mmmmrmmmmtmmumtmﬂnthu
thmmurmnmmﬂm:-m
When our superiority is such thst an enemy submarine or aireraft
has a small prospect of returning elive, we may expect them to refuse
wnqmmm-ymmmuu-mmnuq.
However, the President again pointed out that we must mot place our
hnpummh;uuquhnt,mu:-utmm,u-utmum
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h-tmdrnﬂtoo-pl-wurmm.

It was suggested that the Vaticam is beginning to show greater
interest in pesce efforts and thet this might be influenced by the
possibility of sn air bombardment of Rome. President Roosevelt
expreased the opinion that this wes a situstion which must be hendled
Ilth;r-tuﬂuthul.:umqniu capable of bombing Rome with
mmmmtmmu_muum“mmm
hlllmlhhmﬁtbltwrﬂ.xmﬂuu-nhmudﬂnﬂh-b
the Vatican. After & further general discussion of the further
pﬂtdmugiﬂmldmmu.mdm,nmmm
pnear the River Po, with the resulting ability to bomb ell of the
mmm,mwﬂmmn;m;.-..wmum
gsll of the President.

¥Wilson Browm,
Rear Admirel, U.S.Nevy.
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The thirty-first seeting of the Pecific War Council was held
at 12105 o'elock p.m., Thursday, Hay 20, 1943, in the Cabinet Room
of the kxecutive Offices, the White liouse, Weshington, D.C.

Present:

The Presgident
Prise Minister of Grest Britain (Rt. Honm, Winston Ghurehill)
Prime Minister of Canade (Hon. Mackensie King)

The

The

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T.V. w
The

The

The President informed the Council thet he considers the Prime
Minister's address to the Congress to be the clearest sac best exposition
of global war that hac ever been given. There appeared to be general
agresment with this stutement.

President Roosevelt then, with the aid of & chart, geve a brief
explanation of the operstions now in progress for the capture of the
Island of Attu - the westernmost of the Aleuticns. He described the
physical difficulties that had to be overcome and luid special stress

uih-nn-tnmumb-dmth-rmthupnnuﬂdurmth-mth

s
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of the year when the best weather of the yeer le to be expected in the
Bering Ses area. The commencement of the attack had to be delayed several
days because of fog and geles; fog and occesional geles have kept up ever
gincej we have rarely beem able to use either serial or gun supportj the
physical éifficulty of moving through the tundre is greatj snow has im=
paired progress in the high gpots; sore man have been bospitalised with
frosen feet then from enemy bullets; but nevertheless we have progressed
and have mow squeesed the defending forces into the high lend surrounding

Chieagof Harbor where they are making & final stsnd. The President stated

that so much misinformstion has been written and expressed about the signifi-
cance of the capture of Attu Islend that he thought sembers of the Council
should have in mind thet the capture of Attu und the establishment of an
air field there will not open the way to bombing the Jupanese homeland

even though we have moved appreciably nearer our final objective. The
reason Attu will pot fecilitete bembing of Japsn ie due to the tremendous-
ly uncertain weather which is such thet, even if we lsunched sitacking
squadrons, the chances of their return would be very slim. The oceccupation
ur;tm-mmnmwmwm“mvm.ur‘nqm-u
Kiska. This should enable us, in time, to push the Japanese cut of the
Alsutisns. When, sad if, Russis should join in the war sgainst Japan,

our position in Attu will help very much to take full advantage of Siberian
bases. The Homorable Mackenzie EKing steted that the Japenese ccocupation
of the Aleutians had been & metter of grave concern to Ceanade and that
Canada welcomes and applauds every measure to eviet the Japanecse from

the Aleutian Ares,

SECRET
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President Roosevelt stated that he had mot any further informatiom
to give the Coumcil excepi thet throughout the world we are sssiducusly
continuing our pressure on our eanemies snd weakening his positiom by
daily attrition of his land, ses end air forces. Lo the cese of Japsn,
the combined submsrine and air ectionm is steadily reducing the Japanese
merchant marioe to the point where Lhe maintensace of her outlying stations
will become more sud more difficult. He wished to inform Dr. Soomg that
the Prime Minister plans to lend materisl help in revitalising the air
forces in Chins and that British air squedrons are to be added to the
American and Chinese air forces in order thet we may create in China
a united Allied force that msy learn by experisnce to work together
alffectively.

Dr, Soong stated thet this prospeet of asdditicnmal aid mould be
bighly valued by China.

Presideat Hoosevelt statec thet, of course, everyone realized the
prioeipel cifficulty of building up & powerful air force in China is in
providing sufficient petrolj but thet General Chemault, who is now here,
feels perfectly confident thst sufficient petrol can be brought is by
ﬂrmmtﬂﬂﬂllliﬂhhlurﬂ.ciﬂtMuhimlMPlilhm
very positive thingsi— (a) He cam bresk up any extensive Japanese land
offensive that aims at the demolition of Chinese air fields; (b) Within
& year he can destroy 500,000 tons of Jupanese shipping by constantly
reiding their sea lanes end their river boet supplies. Dr. Soong stated
mtthptuﬂ:ﬂﬂmmvﬂymﬁmmﬂhrmPrh:Mnur'l
spesch to Congress yesterday and that they, too, are very hopeful that
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the difficulties of maintaining & stroog air force in China will be
solved. liowever, he wishes to state with all esrnestaess that it is
the opinion of his government and of all of the Chinese that it is
essential that we must continue the offensive in Burma for the purpose
of restoring the Durma Road, as it is through the Burma Road alone that
sufficient supplies can be brought into Chins to enable that country to
drive out her invaders. UDr. Soong stuted that he felt sure everyone
would agree that air force alone can not win the war and that we must
provide & land route to equip Chinese armies. To do this we must carry ’
out the promises meade at Casablence and send & combined naval and land
expedition to recapture Burma.
The Prime Minister said that (while we will continue our offensive
in Burms when the weath.r permits) it is his understanding thst the Burms
Foad has been so damsged by the Chinese and Jupanese thet it could not
possibly be restored to & point where it would be of any walue in bringing
in supplies until the year 1945.
Dr. Scong stated that, although it had been badly demsged, the Jaupanese
are repairing their part of the road and the Chinese are repairing the
part they still contrel, so thet the roed could be restored to useful
condition very soon after we galn physical control.
Dr. Bvett, the Australisn Minister of Stete for External Affairs,
stated that be Lhought perhaps all of the sembers of the Council feiled
to realise what extremely heavy casualties are involved in tropical war-
fare, He ptated that in New Guinea the combined Austrelian and American
forces have puffered nearly 45,000 casuslties up to February and that of
I
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the 50,000 Australisns who had fought in New Guines, over 7,000 have been

lost in killed or missing, but that malaria hed run the combined casuslties
up to above 40,000, President Roosevelt agreed that in the New Guinea
campaign the capualtles had amounted to nearly fifty perceant of the forces
involved, and that this was, of course, & terribly high mortality ratej
but that, on the other haud, we must remember that the Japanese losses had
been very much greater then ours end that he thought, in gemaral, the
proportion was nearly three Lo cae. It was sgreed by the President and
Dr. Bvatt thet the bad cases of malsris should not be seat back into
melaris countries, but it was elso sgreed thet patienis who have recoversd
gould be used very effectively for garriecning lmportant non-malarial
stations snd thereby relesse other men to fight who had not been exposed
to malarie.

The President asked Prime Minister Churchill whether he hed esnything
to say to the Council. .

The Prime Minister said that he nlc—-d. the opportunity to inform
the Council of seversl problems that he had very much in mind. He then
delivered & very able brief statement of his theory of the general strategy
that should be followed by the Allies now that we have galoed the Initd-
ative snd while we ars building up an overpowering superlority in all
weapons. In brief, the Prime Minisler steted that we must recognise that
we are limited in what we can do by the mumber of ships we have avalluble
to carry men and supplies to the chosen theatres ol war and that, therefors,
mwmthmrnmmwwriﬂtmmmtmumu‘-
eous to us and disadvantageous to him. Tunisis wes selected as & [ine
example of what the Prime Minister considers sound strategy. The eneay

6% SECRET

D ad



?,i {_B"L

SECRET

BECHREZT
was compelled to lengthen his lloes of communicaticasj to overstrain

his line of supply and to eventual collapse, becauss of his inability
to maintain and reinforce his armies.

The Prime Minister expressed the opinion that an extensive campaign
in Burma, instead of putting the enemy at a dissdventage, would place all
of these burdens on our forces, because the rainy season would give us
caly six months to gein cur objective; the hest of the jungle would
decimate our forces, as had been demonsirated by our fighting in Hew
Guinea; &nd that the problems of supply for our Lroops would be tremendous.
The Prime Minister steted that he noted & comment of en American Senstor
that the British hed two million men in [ndia who were spparently unable
to drive s few thousand Japanese out of Purme. The Prime Minister
stated that such a declaration completely ignored the practicel prollems
of logistics; thut the forests and swapps of Burme ere such thet only a
limited number of men can work end fight in any given area,and that,
therefors, il becomes & Guestion of quality rather than quantity — when
we put troops into Durma they must be experienced [ighters who can over-—
come difficulties and defeat superior ausbers of the enemy; and it is
for that resson that the Prime Minister has offered British air squadrons
to fight in China as the most effective sssistsnce that Great Britain
can contribute at this time, The Prime Minister stated that this is
in support of the view thut Mlumt;-'ﬁiamtmd enforged for the past
several months. Mr. Churchill said thet he wished to go on record as
believing that President Roosevelt has & penetraiing insight into the

pound stretegy of the present world war and that his instinet for lemding
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immediate air support to China is wholly sound.

The Prime Minister also stated thet, ss & result of recent conferences,
he was pleased to be able to announce for himself and for Pregident
Roosevelt that &t least 450 planes would be added to the Australian Air
Fores for the prosecution of the war in thet area. He stated thet every-
one knows that the Australian fliers are among the beat in the world and
that the planes would be provided for the Australiens to man in order that
they might take a more active part in the defense of their homelsnd,

The Prime dinister said there wus only one other subject that he wished
to touch on and that was that & disturbing rumer had reeched him that China
is magsing troops on the borders of Tibet, aud thet he boped that it was in
error, both becauss the borders of Tibet Lad been mecure for so many years
and, also, because it would mean diverting forces away from the true enemy -
Japan - and that he would regret to see the Chinese take offensive actionm
against a neutral.

Dr. Soomg stated emphaticelly that there wes no truth whataoever to the
rumor, either that troops were being massed on the border or that China had
any present intention of attscking Tibet. He stated, however, that Tibet
is not a peparate nation; thet it is & part of Chins and that eventuslly
China may have to take necessary action to meintain her soversigaty, but
that they have no intentlons of teking such sction at the present time.

Dr. Soong went on with considersble heat to steie that he can not accept
the Prime Minister's statement sbout the impossibility of undertaking a
campaign in Burma. He steted thut his people are greatly cheered by Allied
successes in Tunisis snd that it has demonstrated to the people of China

that the Allles sre able to defend their own. He stated that in his country
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the guestion is often asked, "How can the Englishmen, who were so [eeble

in their conduct of the war in Halaya, fight such magniflicent battiles

as they have fought inm Africal™. Dr. Scong said that his answer is that

the !ritﬁ is elwaye & good goldier when properly led and that parhaps

the difficulty in Burme rested with the lesdership. The Prime Minister
interrupted to say that he hoped that no country would feel thet it was thelir
privilege to select the genersle for the armles of their allies &nd that

be believed that the leadership in Burss left little to be desired.

Dr. Soong steted with greet esrnestoess thet Chine expects and hopes
that the United Staths and Great Britsein will live up to their commit-
mente.

The Prime Minister stoted emphatically that he denied that any
comal iments had ever been made.

Bome discusslion cc-nt.inuad:. during whieh Dr. Soong held that the
militery discussions at Casablenca and later at Celecutlts enc Chungking
were definite cosmuitmentsj wheress, Mr. Churchill held that the Allied
governments hod never made any pledges to recapture Burma but that they
had lent their full support to militsry studies which necessarily had to
be modified {from time to time as conditione changed. FHe stated that he had
not seen the plans of sttack until February. Dr. Scong ssid he did not
understand how that could be so. The Prime Minister stated that it
would be of no help to sn ally to do snything foolish and that it would
be a very foolish thing to consider pushing troope into Burma at the
present tiza.

President foceevelt intervened to stete that he thought perhaps

we wers taliking at cross purposes anc about different things and that
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if Dr. Boong had gotten the impreselion that we hed abandoned all thought
of & Burms campuign that he wes entirely wrongj we do expect Lo prosecute
that campsign as soon as conditions will permit, but in the meantime

our present nesd i to provide something that will benefit Chins at

onge and that there iz & gmnnlaﬁrmmtthntmmirmdnthu
more effectively than any other way. He repeated that thare was no
Mmhmmmmtmgmmlphurr-m- Lhe same,
whereas the tactics of the situation had to be modified since the
studies were initisted at Casablance.

President Quezon stuted that whem an suthority like Nr. Churchill
informed him that an sctuel invesion end restoration of Burea was not
'L“Hull at this time, he fully mccepts thet statement. He is, there-
fore, glad to support the request for additional sireraft for the
Western Pacific as the best step that can be taken now to bring about
the eventual defsat of Japan.

Dr. Evatt ssked to be informed of the Japsness troop strength in
Chins at prsseat. He suid thst he had been glven to understand that
the Japsnese had been withdrawing troops from Chins for sometime and
that, therefore, it would appear that the threat to China is not as
great now as it has been at times in the pest. Dr. Soong stated
emphatically that he believes Jepan will try to finish China this
mrmdthttnthrtmmtmplfmchinlm:hn
merely replaced some of thelr troops that ‘heve been there for soze-

tims and are using Chins as a training ground for inexperienced troops.
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The Prime Ministoer stated that Fuseia is, of course, the real snswer
to bringing sbout the coupe de ygrace of Japen, but because of the tremend-
ous burden Russis is slready bearing, neither the Prime Uinister nor the

President haed ever requested Fussle to joln in the war sgeinst Jepan es
she is alresdy doing her full share. When Germeny is defeated, Lowsver,
it is the Prime Minister's personal opinion (he gave it only as a personal
opinion without sny suggestion thet he had received any assursnces) the

~!?:;-:5-U!Hil."ﬂ'_lﬂl!‘!‘l

Russians will be glad to joln in ihe [inal defeat ol Japan, as Russia
disapproves of Japan's treashery and hor wensce to stability apg much as
any oloer counlry.

Dr. Boong stated with considerables focling und emotion that he must
impress oa tbe Councll tlhat the sltustion of Clina is indesd desperate
and that she requires help by land as well ss by air. He stated that

PR P ST | 2 L

the recovery of the Burma Road 1s not caly a materlal necessityj that

its recovery is necessary for the p-yuw the Chinese people;
FHE" "
that they regard it a symbol of the armed supiort of their allies,

T

gl W

Dr. Bvatl stated that Australia also leels that she is seriously

threatened and that the Jepanese must be pressed on all fromts in order
to prevent them from sgain assuming the initistive.

President Roosevelt reminded the Council thet one of our most serious
problems has been the Germen submarines in the Horth Atlantic. He stated
i that mespures taken recently to increase our offensive setion against

eneay submarines, both by surface craft and by aireraft, encourage

L

us to hope that our shipping situstion will improve repidly and that

Al
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we may then develop more ambitious plans of action. However, he pointed
out that the Japaness submarin® heve hsd merked success aguinst our ship- /
ping in the Bouth Pacific during ihe past month snd that this requires i!,
more planes and more escort vessels to keep existing lines of communicat-—
ion open.

Mr. Churchill stated tost he wished to meke it perfectly clear that
the Britisn Empire would do nu—ything. humenly possible to support China
but that he is convinced that the only effective aid we can give to
China this summer is &n inereaps of her air power and that this measure
will be pressed with every possible atom of our eneryy. HI- hopes that
Dr. Soony will not send & report home that will be too discouraging to
bis people. We must all try to saintaln the morale of all of our allies.

Dr. Boong eaid that he greatly sppreclated the Prime Minister's
agpurances; that he had the highest respect for Mr. Churchill's great
ability as a strategist snd an authority on war and that he begged
the Prime Minister to devote his great taleat to the relief of the people
of *Tortured China®, to whom he had referred in his speech the day before,
Dr. Boong repeated that the people of China are indeed a tortured peopls
after four years of war and that the results of the failure to help them
in tims eould not be predicted.

Mr, Evatt stated that before the Council adjourned he wished to express
his eincere thanks to the soldiers, ssallors and alrmen of Hollend who have
continued to render outstanding services in the war ageinst Japan.

At the suggestion of Fresident Roosevelt, the Council them adjournesd

to have & photograph of the group taken by news photographers.

son Brown,
qun:ulﬁnru, UuB.Navy, SECRFY
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The note affixed below accounts f'or Lue ratoer abrupt
ending of the meeting. The note about the photographers was
handed to the President by the usher. The President passed it to
the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister, while seriously attempting
to mollify Ur. Soong, scribuled his comment, "s pleasure in which
the Prime Minisver will gladly share®,
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: The thirtieth meeting of the Peciflic War Council was held at
12115 o'elock p.o., Wednesday, Mereh 31, 1943, in the Cebinet Foom
of the Executive Uffices, the White House, Washington, D.C.

E

The Preaideanot

The British Anbagsador (Viscount Hulifex)

The Chinese dinister for Ferelgn Affaire (Dr. T. V. Soong).

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton kecCarthy)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice Presideant of the Philippine Commonwealth (Homorable
Sergio Osmena)

Baron W. wvan ﬂhﬂlhll', “I' and M.P. tmm the
Hetherlande in the absence of Ambassador Loudoa)

Mr. 0. S, Cox, First Secretary, Mew Zeuland Legation (Represent-
ing Honomable Walter dash, the Hew Zealand Minister)

President Roosevelt opened the meeting by sanouncing that every-
one about the White louse ic in & more cheerful stete of mind then they
have been for some time because they have just received some very
plessant news. The nows is thut & press correepondent, who hes been a
thorn in everybody's side for & considerable time, hus been thrown in
Jeil by General Heatgowery. This act of justice should keep us all
cheerful for soae time. The President steted thet he wished to repeat
whet he told the press yesterdey - that he felt that Mr. Edem's visit
had led to an exchunge of views on & yreet many subjects and that it
wap a grest patisfuction Lo know that not only did Great Britain and
the United States see eye to eye oo prectically all subjects thet

were discussed, but the President believea that there is at least 958
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& gresment amony all of the United Netions on slwost ell subjects having
to do with the war and post-war pericd. President Foosevelt stated that
the ccnviction grows upon him that the world of the future will benefit
greatly by frequent and continuing conferences now. This exchange of
views will help each country to understanc the problems of other countries
end psople will learn to know and to trust each other, The President con-
tinued that it would, of course, noi be pogsible to discuss sll of the
subjects that Mr. Edem covered during his vieit but that the Pacifie

Council would be particulerly interested in whet hed been said about

the Pacific Islands and whet should be done with them after the war, Mr.
Eden had suggested thut the United Stutes should teke over the Japanese
HMsndates and President Roosevelt seld eaphatically that the United Stetes
does not want them, and he suggested as un slternstive that the present
Jepsnese Mandated Islands, &5 well ss many other lslence of the Pacifie,
should, in fact, become the responsibility of ell of the United Hations
in order that a proper economy should be set up, the inhabitsnts assured
of a decent living and the maxizum use wede of all the islunds as strong-
pointe of defense for the United Nations and full benefit to the world inm
the establishment of air boses.

Sir Owen Dixon commented that he supposed, of course, the President
had in mind the necessity for assigning certain islands to speeific netions
in order that they alght be used for their own delense and suggested that
perhaps the island of Truk should be taken over by the United States as
an outpoet for the defense of the Pacific.

President Roosevelt stated thet he agreed that, quite apart from
the economic problems of the Pecific Islande, & bosrd or committee of the
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United listions must consider future defense end maintenance of peace and

the establishment of appropriste strongpoints. He suggested that for
nrothern latitudes China, Russia and the United States were purticulerly
concerned in establishing & system thet would prevent future Jepanese
sggression and thuat, on the other hend, Austrelis hed & particulsr
interest in Timor, which the Presideant and Mr. Eden hed discussed but
did not pursue becuuse of complications about Duteh and Portuguess
omnership. President Roosevelt stated that in bis opinion the boards

that may meke studies of Pocific defenses should huave civilian represent-
ation as well as the military becuuse he believes that the responsible
eivilien hae & point of view that may not be considered by the military =
for instance, Vice President Osmens certoinly hes pounder ideas ebout
the future defense of the Philippines then soue of the officers of the
Philippine Army. There was general agreement thut civilians must play a
prominent part in future discussions of the strategy of the Pacifie,
President Roosevelt repeated that he believes that for the preseat
all of our conferences should be exploratory; that we slould avoid hesty
and premature decisions or sgreements aud Lhet we must help each other
to formulate ideas that will be helpful to sll countries in the establishe
ment of pesce. He stated that he and Mr, Eden were both agreed that
Formosa should certsinly be returned to China and thet Chine must work
closely with Russia in deciding what would be best for their owm people,
President Roosevelt and Mr. Eden are &greed that the ides of the free port
-Mhmam;ndiumimpnmnrm-mmaniumluwm;
they ere also sgreed thet Korea is not yet ready for self-government and
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that she will require help for scae time to prepare herself for complete
indepenience.
4 general discusalon wae held of Peeille alr routes. It was agreed
that they fall naturally into certain definite liness
(a) Alaska to Kamchatka,
(b) San Fraancisee to Honolulu, to Canton, to Samos, to
Buva and Noumea.
{c) dew York to Mexico, to Clipperton, to the Marquesas,
to the Boclety Islands.
(d) Panamy to Galapagos, to the Society Islaands, and om
to the weat.
(e) Chile to Esster and the Tuamotu Archipelago.
The ldes was expressed that Frence might be gled to exchange her islands in
the Pagific for something that would be of greater help to her in rebuilding
her empire and thut these islunds would be of great value in ueveloping sir
routes, The Australisn Minister stuted that in previous meetings he had
urged the development of the Clipperton-Society Islands route es & substi-
tute for the lewsllen—femoun Inlund route in cose the enemy might succeed
in, even temporarily, upsetting our present air traffic. He steted that
his government leli very strongly thet this should be done even though
they sdmit it 1s not now as pressing ss it was elx months sgo. He under-
stood thet the Combined Staffs are studying possibilities. President
Rioosevelt stated that we ere working -uo the southern route problem,
The Consdian Minister, Honorable Leighton McCarthy, asked if
President Roosevelt could give them any inforustion sbout the naval

s SECRET

Regraded Unclassified




iglc BEI

agtion thet is reported by the newspspers to have taken place to the
westward of Attu. President Roosevelt stited thet we sre. all very

pleased with that sction as our forces heo been cutnumbered oearly two
to one, but that we had, neveriheless, sttecked and, after four hours
of wvery skillful maneuver, hud lmposed severe punishment on the enemy
forces end turned them back home with comparatively minor dsasge to

pur [orces. Qur damoge had consisted of two B-inch hits bDelow the watar-
line on our single heavy crulser which had slowed her to fifteen knotasj

minoradansge to the upper works of all of our ehips, very little lose

of 1life considering the length of the sctlon and & comparatively small
list of wounded. Notwithstenaing unfavorcble weether conditions, our
alreraft have meintained & patrol of the ses erea west of Attu and no
pign of the enemy has been found since they broke off the engsgement.
We feel, therefore, thot thelr elfort to reinforce their present holuings
in the Aleutisns bes, at leust, beea delayed.

A general discussion followed ea to why the Japanese persist in
attempting to establish thempelves in the Aleutians in splte of the
loss of life and ships. President Roomewvelt stated that they heve succeeded
in making us assign stronger naval, air and lund forces in Alssks than we
otherwise would have done and thet this, of itsell, prevents those defending
forces from being exerted in other theatres. Others expressed the view thet
they wished to prevent the United States {rom extending thelir air fields
nearer Japan.

Vice President Osmens asked whether the Japenese sre not sulfering
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steady losses in their shipping and sireraft and whether those losees
will pnot eventually be very emberrsssing to them. Fresident Foosevelt
agreed that our submarines are doing & yreat job end thut the averaye
of our returning submerines reported 20,000 or more tons of enemy ship-
plng sunk, He stated that, compered with our shipping losses in the
Atlentic, this might seem pmall, but he belleved thut it must ceuse

the Jepunese great concern &c the size of ocur submerine force has
improved stendily and repidly end ell of them seem t do excellent work.

Honoruble Leighton MeCarthy stated the whole world is beginning
to undergtand thet it is ell & matter of ships and thet the scele of
oversess operations must depend upon the emount of shlpping sveilsble
to carry on such operatione.

Praslident Roosewalt stated that he was very much interested to
hear thut one of our press correspondents in Hoecow hed snnounced over
the redic this morning that the Rusaian newspapers are playing up with
anthusiasm our successes in Tunisis sno the devestating effect of our
eir reids eon Berlin sne! other (Cermen cities. The Russisn press hes
heretofore appeared to be so reluctant to admit to thelr omn people
thet snybody was doing any offective fighting except themselves, that
the present sctiom of their papers might lead to the hope that eventually
they might even thank us for some of the help we had tried to give.
¥r, McCarthy reminded that Mr. Litrmvfhfw acknowledgment and
appreclation on the occasion of the dehydreted luncheon. All appesred
to sgree thot perheps Admirel Standley's blunt statement, sbout withe
holding the truth from their people, might have & beneficial effect

after all.
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The meeting adjourned at 1 o'clock peli.y in order Lo permit Ur.
Soong and 8ir Owen Dixon an opportunity to hold scheduled appolntments
with the President.

Wilson Browm,
Rear Admirel, U.S5.H.
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The Chinese Kinister for Foreign Affeirs (Dr. T. V. Soong)
The Censdisn Minister (Hon. Leighton luﬂnrth,r}

The Vice Presideat of the Philippine Comamonweelth (Hen.
Serglo

'
rrnr .
SECRET derch 17, 1943.
The tzenty-ninth meeting of the Pacific Nar Council mas hela at
12 o'clock noon, Wednesday, March 17, 1943, in the Cabinet Room of the
Exscutive Offices, the White louse, Besnington, B. C.
Presents
The Presiden t.
The British Asbsssador (Viscount Helifax)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nesh) l

The Australisn Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

Baron W. van Boetselaer, E.E. and K.P. (Representing the I

Netherlands in the absence of Ambesssdor Loudon).

President Roosevelt opensd the couference by stating thet although
he had no important news of developments in the South Pseific or Couthwest
Pacific, he had just completed a most interesting discuseion with two of
our Alr generals froam the Southwest Pecific. They had informed the Presi- I
dent that they believe we are making very setisfactory heedwsy sgainst 3
Jupen by steady attrition and continuous destruction of Japanese shipping I
and air power. They stated tist in order to continue &n offensive in the !
Southwest Pecific, ss well ue in the Bouth Pucifie, it will be absolutely I
necessary that their number of planes be incressed radicelly. The Fresi- ‘
dent stated that while he appreciates fully thet they are correct and !
sound in their demsnd for more plenes, yet the same situstion exiets in I,
all thestres of war. Notwithstanding the huge combined building program .

)
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of Great Britain, Cansda end the United Etetes, we have not enough plenes
to mset the needs of any theatre. While we recognisze thit wll theatres
are in need of incressed air powsr, the mwost coapalling neod is for more
long-range bombera to be used sgalost eneay submarianes. Adolitlonel air
coverege for our convoys gives the yrestest promise of destroylng more
submerines and providing better protection for our shipping. The Fresideat
digcusped at some lengih the difficulty of changing the essignment ol
planes from one &rea to another because no &rea now has all thet it needs
and so many planes ere not availeble for sctive use because of the number
that sust be undergoing overhsul, modification or use as trainers. He
steted, by way of illustration, thet he has been making every effort to
increase the number of transpert planes for China es he understands fully
the great importance of incressing the effectiveness of our sir force in
China st the sarlisst porsible dete. he ststed that he has been uneble to
find nearly 350 transport planes that should be svailable for sssigmment
to Chinay

The Australisn Minister st:uted that he was sure they were not in
Austrelis.

Dr. Soong stated that perhaps they had been "diverted® while enroute
to China. .

The President continued that even though we wre builaing 82,000 planes
this year (there was some discussion ss to whether sll of these were
combatant or some training), it is certain thet we will not, even then,

have enough to meet the requirements in all thestres of Lhe war; but that,
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nevertheless, sttrition ie getting in ite desdly work iu the Pacific and

in Africs.

Er. Hash ssked whether we &re succeeding in delivering supplies to
Fussis by the Soutbern, ce well is Lhe hurbhern, joules Lord Helifex
agreed with President foosevelt thet st present deliveries are going
along in good shape. In the course of the discursiocn it was sgein brought
out that the Rusgisns do nmot want our flliers but thet they are glid to
have as meny planes sg we cun give them, to be flown by their own pilots.
Thelr recent refupal to wllow & British sguedron to operate from Murssnsk
was cited, Wr. Nash said he le quite sure thet one sguecron of Hurricanee,
manned by British pilots, fought on the Russien Front for some time and
that Mr. Stelin hed personally thanked the squedron leader for their
importent services. He wondered why the Russisns sre no longer willing
to have any of our pilots work with them. It was brought out that the
Rusglans must have an excellent system [or the replacement of pilots and
-mechanice snd that their mechenles must be very efficleat since Lhey
are able to zsremble, overhaul and repair eo many differeat types of
planes with very limited Lools.

The Uinister of Hew Zealsnd asked if he might refer to & statement
that President Roosevelt had made in & recent conference concerning the
smount of venereal disesse in Britlsh Semocs., Mr. Nash said thet he hed
inguired for the facts and hud been sssured thot there was sbsolutely
mv“dhmnmwm-ymm.m thet since the
arrival of American troops there were some few coses but that the strictest
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possible regulstions are now enforged to prevent the spresd of veneresl

disease and to take lmscdiate steps to cure any who mey be afflicted,
The President stated that he agreed that venereal cisessse does not

appear to be & serious question in any part of the South Paeifie but

that it is a most serious problem in Africa, where in Liberia the extent
of inciplent contagion is ssid to be very close to one-hundred percent.

The Austrelisn Minister, 8ir Owen Dixon, esked if President hoosevelt
would inform his what the American spprecistion is of the Japanese inteation
in strengthening their forces northwest of Australis, He statea that the
hustralisns recognise thst the move might be defensive, but tist on the
other hand it might indicate a change in policy to attack Australia f{rom
& position where the United Btsates Nevy could not exert ite full strength
in resisting further moves to the southward, as the Torres Strait would
prevent any considerable nuaber of our ships from opposing any overseas
move west of the Torres Strait.

Mr. Hash pointed out that the number of Japanese planes in the attack
on Darwin a day or so ago might be interpreted ss a forerunner of & serious
threat against Northwest Australis.

Sir Owen Dixon stated that he is also informed that the serious spreed

/of malaris in a very malignant form is another source of weskness to Allied
forces in Austrelis and that atabrine is & very ineffective substitute for
guinine,

President Roosevelt stated that he had discussed possible interpretations
of Japanese moves in western New Guinea sad the Dutch Eest Indies snd that

he bhad understeod that the serlousness of malaris sight be lessened 1T we
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did not expose our troops to repssted malarial infection.

Presideat Hoosevelt stated thet it hac been suggested to him by
various people toat we should hol. some form of memorial service on the
anniversary of the fell of Betasn end ssked Vice President Osmens whether
he thinke it would be & goon thing to do or whether ke thought the Filipine
puph would not wish to commemorate o Lraglc a defeat. Vice President
CUsmena seid that he would heve to coasult President Gueson, but mt. he
Felt it would be bLetter not to coumemsorats that day in any way. President
Hoosevelt agreed that it seesed the sounder policy, ul the attack on
Peerl Herbor ana other tragecies of the war had not been recognised in
&ny way. After some general discussion, it seemed to be the consensus of
opinion that it is mot sound o commemorate ony defeat, no matter how much
bravery and heroism might have bean lavolved,

The subject of war filas was discussed, There wap genersl egreement
that sueh films constitute wvaluable records of the war, Preaident Roosevelt
stated that 1t ls important thet we should perpetuste many incidents that
might be lost sight of and cited ar an exaaple the stirring proclamstion
by the Ueneralissimo to the psople of Siam. Mr. Nash steted that he believed
that perhaps in hie part of the world asore wttention hud been peld to the

Generalissino's pronouncement than in the United Ststes. DUr. Soong agreed
that this was eo, and that the Chinese hed always had & particulerly frieadly
feeling for the people of Siam beceuse so mauy Chinese had always lived in
Siam and so much of the populsation of Sieam hac Chlnese blood. However, he

stated that we must judge them by their present sctions and not by ancient
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Fresldeat Hoosevelt agreed thut we must Judyes countries by their sctions
mmthmtmmuwmawuwmwmum“m
French Indoe-Chine to the French. This cosment led W s geoeral discussion of
what promises bave boen made Lo the French, wad Lomi delifex steted that he
thought neither President nor dr. Churchill ks ssde eny prosises other than
thu;up-urutnnrm“mnnrromr-hwarmm‘mimapmﬂm,
but that oo prosipes hed been mece slout resloriug sll the Freach Empire.
Lord Helifsx scic he thought perhepe kr. durphy hed goue & little beyond
anyoune elee with delinite promives elout defioite portioas of Nerth Africa.

Lord Helifex asked whetler icairsl Eobert of Martinigue hed changed
his sttitude towaris coopersting witls the aliies. Presideat Loosevelt steted
thet Le thoughl Lbere heu besen Do grect change but thet one sight oceur st
sny time and thot, at say rete, Mertinique mus ot worth the AeCEEBRETY naval
&ad leno forces thet would be required to seise it by force anc thet st
present it is of oo value to the Axls end is, therefore, doing us no harm,
Lord Helifex plated thet velusble sulppiog wee, of course, being held up
there snd thet hesty action might cesuse its destructicn. He bpreed that we
ehould continue to be petiemt snc io Teply to & yueslion states thet he
knew of no cuenge of heert with the Freach nevael forces at ilexenarin.

The Chinese Poreign liinister stuted wiet he thought perheps we failed
to understend what & serious sbortege of menpowsr exists in Jupine e stated
thet he is convinced it is very serious snd that the Jipunese have trang-
ported over 000,000 Chiness to Jipen to help to ill their shortage. The
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Minister elso stated thet the Korean Independence Group in the United
States is gaining in lmporteance even though he sgreed with the President
that at present the Koreans are not capable of sell-government.

Mr, Hesh ssked President Foosevelt whetlher he does nol Lelleve the
Japenese hold on Selsmsua and Lue is weekenlng and whether if General
MagArthur's forces seized those two places it woulo not eeriously threaten
the Japsnese hold on Habaul. There was generul sgreement thet the cepture
of Selamaus and Lee by Allied forces would be lmportant.

' Baron van Bostselaer asked whether there have been any developments
about the holding of an Allied conference es discussed in the lest Council
meeting. A& rather confused discussion followed [rom which the Recorder
understoods

(a) That Lord Holifax hes elresdy institluted soae
inguiries about tne willdngness of Allied nations
to attend,

(b) That ne has suggested organising an executive comuittee
of four,

{e) Thet the atiitude of fussis and Censda present compli-
cations and that hes prefers to delay uny deiinite plens
until the views ol other countries have been recelved,

(d) But that he still hopes that when all returns are in

& general meeting may be held about the 27th of April,
The mesting adjourned at 1160 p.m. to swait the call of the President.

fiilson Brown,
Hear Admiral, U.S.davy.
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February 17, 1941.

The twenty-eighth meeting of the Preific Yar Council
was held at 12 o'clock noon, Wedneaday, Fevruary 17, 1941,
in the Cadinet Poom of the Executive Offices, the “hite
House, Washinston, D.C.

Present:

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Ambeasador (Dr. Yel Tao-ming)

The President of the Philippine Comronweslth (Hon.

Manuel Gue:zon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nush)

The Australian Minister (Si= Owen Dixon).

Prasident Foosevelt atuted that he had no important
military or navel news of the Pecific except what has heen
announced in the publie press. The capture of Gusdaleenal
has been completed; the naval and air forces of both sides
have been exchanging blows which have Tesulted im much
greater losses to the Japanese than to our own rforces,
notwithstanding our loss of the U.C.5. CHICAGO: we are
continuing our war of attrition and &t the same time
naking plans for further najor offensives. The “resident
explained that we never have subseoribed to the plan of

recapturing islend by islsnd, as such & plan would keep
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defend, te the end that we may speedily atrlke atralsht
home at Toklo, the heart of the Jansnese Pmpire. He stated
that vhen the Japmnese supply linea, by ahlp and alr, have
been sufficlently interrupted, many of the Ju-enese present
holdinga will drop of theilr own welght.

The President sald there sre s~versl subjects that he
would like to discusa with the Council but that he felt he
must ask all of the members not to diseuss any of the sub-
Jeots with representatives of the press (he stated smilingly,
"looking straipht at my friend Walter Nash"). President
Roosevelt went on %o say that mlthourh he had not dlscussed
the subject with Prime liinister Churchill st any time, he
wished again to bring up for discusslon the advisabllity
of calling a meeting of representatives of the United
Nations. He thinks the Council should consider whether it
might not be helpful to eall o meetine to Alsguss the gingle
subjeot of world food supply after the wer, as the discussion
of a single subject might prevent the introduction of subjects
that would lead to eontroversy and bad feeling. A renersl
disoussion of such & United Netions conference followed
during whiech Mr. Walter Nash of New Zealand and Sir Owen

Dixon of Australia discussed at conside~sble length the
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Mls at war for the next twenty years, but thet we would seek

vulnersble noints in the whole sector that Jupan hon to
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for axport and the government acting in a national eapacity
as sales agent. The Dutch Ambassador, Dr. Louden, aupported
the idea that the world would: benefit very much by the organi-
zation of & basic food pool. He surrestad that 1t might be
tried out with wheat as nrevious efforts had been nearly
successful in pooling the world's wheat supply for the preatest
goed of those countries most urgently 1n need of importing
food. Such arrangements, he explained, would tend %o control
national competition for the food markets nnd wark for the
benefit of both producer and conmumer hy stabilizing rood
pricid. Dr. Loudon further suggested that 1 we should be
suceessful in ereating an effective pool for wheat we might
then proceed with other food staples, such ms coffee and maat;
and from that eventuslly provide nools for some of the ratals
and for wool and cotton.

The Australian Minister polnted out that the demend for
wool and cotton im a very complicaeted sublect that has al-
ready received very careful study in Australis and that the
entire national economic scheme would be influenced by eny
agreements involving the sule and exchange of any commodities,

In response to & question fror the Sritish Ambassader,

President Roosevelt stated that hie thourht ia that the purnone

)
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up rrom the individuel prodngers mll fTood pupnlies cvalleble
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of & conference should be two-Told:- Firat, to demponatrate
to the world the present solidarity of the United Netlons
and thelr intention to hold together after the war, and,

second, to attempt to create a system thet would eventuslly

improve living conditions for the pecple of all countries

He continued thet the conference should work toward such a
goal snd that by limiting the rirst meeting to the subject

of whest pooling, we should be able to avold controversisl
subjects and, &t the seme time, sccomplish sorething con-
structive. It seems avident to him thet without {interfering
with pﬂﬁte enterprise, nations rather than individuals
nust control thes sale of some basle materials. Countries
whose production is limited to food supclies should be
helped and encoureged to duild up factories and become self-
supporting. The President cited us &n example the fact that
Brazil had on hia adviee bullt up shoe factoriea which now
make shoes for all of their people, whereas only a few

years ago all footwear had to be imported., He asked Tor sn
expression of opinion ar to whether or not it would be a

good thing to call a conference to explore the subject of
pooling food resources. The consensus of opinlon apreared to
be that the whole subject should be considered and studied be-

fore any agreement is reached, There wns genersl agreement
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that 1f a conference 13 cnlled it 1a important that it must
be & complete success from the standnoint of all pertiecipating.
The British Ambassador end the Conadian ¥inlster appeared to
be rather luke warm. They atated that the subjects of taxes,
private enterprise,and finance are involved and that endless
and bitter controveray by alleged experta mipght result,
President Roosevelt stated thet he 4id not visualize a
meeting of experts but rather the meeting of 2 small number
nf‘mun of common=sense who would explore the general prinelples
thatrahould be adopted to feed the world after the war.
President Roosevelt further illustrated his thought by re-
ferring agein to his committes who are studylng the post-war
soonomlies of the West Indiesa. He exnressed the bellef that
similar studies muat be made of the smeller islands of the
Poeifie, as any 1aland people who have to spend ninety cents
out of every dollar outside their own island must of neces-
sity soon reach a atate of phyaioal dlscomfort. Clvilization
must asaist them to bulld up refrigerator plante and to
grow thelr own food suppliea, He pointed out that the people
of American Somoa are in e much happier steate than those of
British Somoa because we have invested sufficient money to
provide proper sanitation =nd proper food. A general dis-

cussion of Pacific iszlands led to the atatement thet sll
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of the diseussions must be kept "off-the-raco™d" in order to
prevent the spreading of harmful rumors.

President Noosevelt noted in peesing that the future
control of Japenese imperialism will recu're & redistri-
bution of soverelgnty of Paciric Tslanda to the end that

the Unlted Nationas muay control sufficlent strone nolnts

to control the Pacific. [e stated that we must all racognize

f a o influence of alr nower must of necasalty
£t influenc the terms of pence - that the
£l of alr will re new atraterio studiea

o preserve penge. The Jupanese must ba disarmed and kept
disarmed.

The Netherlands Ambassador, Dr, Loudon, =aid that he
would like to return again to the economie probler of Puerto
Rico as an example of the diffieulty of evoidine national
competition in the distribution of excess food supnlies. He
stated that the people of Puserto Pico do not eanra whether
their meat comes from the United Etates or from Arsentina nnd
thet thelr only comeern would be nbout the ouality and prige.
Vhereas, the merchants of both Argentina and the United Stutes
are anxious to find a market for thel= excess supplies. He
repested that by pooling ell export medt the conflicting

interests of different natlions would not Secome involved -

that by oreating a gonsumers pool the whole aubject of distri-
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bution would be greatly aimplified.

Lord Halifax stated that he wondered how the conference
could be held without becoming involved in some very technleal
discusalons thet would be necessary to cvold agreeing to
something that might prove very sllly. The ¥Finlster of Canada
supported this thousht. Lord Helifax leter stated thet 1t
might be possible to afford each conferee an onpportunity
to exnreas an orinion on the feasibility of forming world

poolas without attempting to sdopt any general coneclusions

President Quezon then launched upon a very earnest plea
in supnort of an early United Nations conference, FHe atated
that all realists pust understend that power to control world
affairs must, in the last analysis, rest W1ﬁh the moat power-
ful nations; but thet, on the other hand, sll of the smaller
nations set great store by having at least a volee in world
affalrs and ideas, even though they mirht not be able to
contribute greatly to enforgement. Freasident Quezon pointed
out that although the ?hilij?iﬁﬂ! are usually thought of es
one of the smeller nations, yet they heve a greater popu-
lation than any country in elther of the Americas except tha
United States and Brazil. He has, therefors, talked very
frankly with the representatives of Central and South America

and he has taken them to task for accepting evervthing that
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the United States is willing to glve and giving in return
the leust poasible. He stated that they adrmitted that this
iz true and that the resson for it ia thet they trust
President Roosevelt becmuse they know he h;a their interests
at heart, but they also know that there will be & change of
adninistration and a change in the a=ttitude of the people of
the United States toward the people of Central and South
/merica. President Quezon atuted thut he emphatically does not
agree with this defeatist belief; that he has confidence that
the policles of President Roosevelt for falr dealings will
be perpetuated by the people of the United States and that
he atrongly advocates an early United Nations conference in
order that we mey convince the doubting elements of all
countriea that the United Nations do in faet stend for falr
declings with the smaller countries &nd do havcj;i;arant in
the humanity of the entire world. He urged that a conference
be called to disouss the pooling of a glngle food commodity -
possibly wheat (Tt is of interest to note that rlce was never
mentioned throughout all of the discusasions); and sugpested
that a United liations committee could be zppointed to study
the subject and report to the conferees at some later date
the result of thelr atudies.

Dr. Loudon objected that this "smelt too strongly of the
past®™, as it was the formula in common use at GCeneva and The

Rague and that 1t would bLe unfortunste %o have the people of
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the world belleve that we wera returning to a prooedure that had
proved a complete fallure,

President Quezon retorted that the fallure of Geneva 414 not
prove anything; that there i», indeed, nothing new under the
sun; end thet we must not take the defeatlst sttitude that be-
cause a plan hes falled once that it oan never be made to work,

President Foosevelt sugcested that the United Netione must
consider now how to perpetuate our soliderity and that perhaps
inatead of reeting nt one rixed apot, as at Geneva, informal
meetingas should be held from time te time in various eountries
in the manner that has proved suegessful in the Pan-imerican
conferences,

¥r., Nash stuted that he believed the conferences should be
held in warious ecountries, but that erll of the conferess should
live for a time in some large rursl hotel so that they might
get to know each other, form perscnal friendships, and discuss
thelr problems continuously, rather than suffer all of the
interruptions that ocour “hen thalr habi?ut!nna are scatterasd
throughout any lasrze oity.

There was general agreement with ¥r, Nesch's sugceation and
Preslident Roosevelt pointed out that the Casablanca Conference
was a Tine example of the value of such a meeting place as the
confereea devoted all the day and much of the night to pursuing
the busineas in hand, with the result that they wers able to
accomplish a great deal more than 1f they had been subjected

to the interruptlions of treveling to and from thelr work and
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other distrections of the city. President Poosevelt closed
the mesting by stating thet he felt benefitted by the dlacussions
and asked that all should think sdbout the subject of & conference,
¥r, Nesh asked if they could not agree upon sore peneral state-
ment thet he might glve to the gentlemen of the press ss to what
business had been transacted this date and all amereed thet no
statement should be given to the press other then thet the
members of the Council had held a routine meeting and had no
statement to mnke to the press,

The meeting, then, st 1:45 p.m., adjourned to awalt the

call of the Prasident.

Wilason Brown,
Rear Admiral, U.S.Havy.

Note: JAmbassador Wal Tao-ming walted behind the conference
to state that he felt that perhaps we had falled to consider
Russia's position as one of the United Neations and the embarrass-
ment to her of & confersnce at this time, He also discusased v?th
the President the arrival of Vadame Chieng ¥al-shek this after-
noon. DBefore tha conference he had taiked quite frankly with
me about what he conaldered the weakness of the present Jeonmnese
sltuation, He says that he believes that they will have to take
some desperate chance in ®» final effort to seve themselves and
that the only thing they cen do s aupport Germsny in avary
possible way. This, he seys, may lead to an attack on Siberia

or on Tndia, Tt should be noted that the apring is & bed time
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to initiste elther camnaisn as the monsoon would be a

serious interference in India end the spring thaws will
leasen the usefulness of air and motorized egquipment in
Siberia even though Vliadivostok will be free of ice and

therefore open to attack from the sea.
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NENORANDUDE

The twenty-seventh mesting of the Pacifie War Mcuncil was held at
12415 pems, Wednesday, February 5, 184%, in the Cubinet Toom of the
Executive Offices, The White Touse, Washinrton, 7.0,

PRESENT

YEe President

The "ritish Ambessador (Viseocunt Melifax)

The NWetherlands imbassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Azbassador (Dr. Weli Teo=ming)

The President of the Fhilippine Commonwealth (ion. Menuel Queszon)

The Canadian Mnister (Won. Leighton YeCarthy)

The Wew Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter YNesh)

The Austrelian Vinister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The President informed the Council that he was gled to be able to
report a completely successful conference with the Prime “Winister of freat
Britain and the Combined Joint Staffs during his recent visit to Casablamca,
He stated that the conference was sueccessful in winning unanizous opinion
for the conduct of the war during 1943. The President slsborated that
everyone recognized, of course, that the controlling elemert in future
operations is the all-important problem of transnmortation = partienlarly
shipping transportation. e pointed out that the requirements of all of
the various theatres of war rust be considered before a decision can ba
reachad aeg to how such shipping ecan be allotted to any partioular operation =
that the requirements of Chine, Indis=Purma, and the South Peeific were all

given full econsideration before any decision wes reached as tc what will

be undertaken in Furope.
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The President discussed the whole war problem in considerable detail,
during which he brought out the following considerations;-
(2) Realising that China has sufficient manpower and that we can

help her most effentively by nroviding modern war equipment, the dscision
has been made to wend to China ag large and effective an air foree as oan

be maintained by airoraft alene, since we are not able to deliver supplies
by ehip,

(b) T™hat every sffort will he made +o reopen the Turma Tead,

(e) That ocur transport plane eupply 1# ineremsing to such an ertent
that we mey hope to sand inersasing supplies by sir te Chipa,

(4) That the rasablanca ronfarence served to impress upon the Rritish
General Staff the mapnituds of the campaign the nited States has undere
taken in the Southwest Pacific, Tt is hoped that in the future there will
be & better general understanding of the entire Pacific problem,

(e) That, as in China, the Russians do not want men or trained tech-
nieians of any kind, but continve to stress thelir needs inm munitions of
war of all kinds,

(f) The Combined Staffs, after a very thereugh analysis, are arreed
that when shipping losses approximate 50% of the convey we are no longer
Justified in persisting with eonvoys through highly dangerous waters and
that rather than lese so =uch shipping and veluable carpoes it is batter
to ddvert the shipments to ot'sr areas until the submarine menace in s

particular area is under hetter control, This may necessitate redueing
suppliss to Pusels during the summer months,
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The President atated that he and the Prime Vinister were somewhat
impatient with the Combined Staffs for the time schedules they recommended
because of loristic difficulties. They suvecesded in persusding the military
to hasten sarly and decisive action, As wll discussions rosulted in wmanimous
agresmont, it should have a far remehing influsnce on the future conduet of
the war,

The President stated, ae & very secret confidence, thet if po™@®l sneceeds
in joining the Tunisisn Axis forces we will be faced with a very seriocus

problem in Morth Afriea, as the Axis can reinforce their troops at & rate
of 750 to BOO per day. Cur problem, to build up an overwhelming force in
the air, tanks and men will present further difficulties in the fleld of
transportation, Hewever, the President continued, the French are doing an
awfully fine job snd will be of very great help to the Allied cmmse in
Afriea, Pecanse their small arms are of different caliber from either the
British or American, it will be necessary to re=squip them with American
or Fritish small arme as well as with modern tanks and aireraft; but,
neavertheless, within six months they should have a very competent and
effective fighting foree of at least 75,000,

President Queson asked whothar the Voroceans liked the Prench,
President Toosevelt replied that he thinks they doy thet Frenech Yorceeo
is as a peneral rule very well administered; that the inhabitante are
allowed to 1ive as they ses fit without undue interference and that the
Pranch have made important contributions = good roads and other material
improvements, e stuted that our press has over=emphasized the Jewish
problem as the Jews are less than one percent of the total and that almost

all political priscmers, except those sccused of commltting erimes, have
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been released, Ur. Wash asked whether it is true that DeGaulle commands
only 20,000 troops. Fresident Moosevelt sald he thought that was about
the right figure but that they, by marching from the Rquatorial Provinces
promptly in our support, would be very helpful.

President Roosevelt stated that he had had an interesting talk with
fieneral Alexander who was very much impressed by how bitterly the Arabe
hate the Ttalians for their eruslty in driving farmers from their land,
The Arabs are, therefore, sald to be elated to see the Rritish and
Americans moving in, while all Ttelian influence is svaporating rapidly.

President Quegon asked whether the Sultan of Moroceco is ecocoperating,
and was answersd in the affirmative, President Roosevelt stated in confie
denes that he thinks Yogues is an opportunist whe likes his palace and
pesition and will play ball with whoever is in power,

President Ouezon asked whether the Yeors are willing te continue
under Prench control, President Roosevelt replied that he thought net,
but he belisved that the Woors are glad to learm all they can from the
French and to benefit by thelr administration until they feel strong
enough to shift for themselves,

Anbassador Halifax asked what form of government the French have
{nstituted and whether there is a truly representative counecil in which
the Moors have s volee. President Roossvelt stated that he thinks the
Moors are represented in couneil and that their wishes are riven consideration,

¥r. Yash asked what had become of the Tunisian Admirsl Esteban, The
President replied that he did not kmow, but that continuing effort is being
made to ret all French ships to foin the Allies and that Prime Winister

Churchill®s meeting with the Turks mirht have some effect, The eonversation
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then shifted to Turkey and it was penerally agreed that it is a good sign
that Turkey is willing to hold & conference and also that the Finns are
losing faith in a German vietory.

Prasident Roosevelt explained that the A1liss have not asked Turkey
to join the war but that we do stand ready to provide har with modern
instruments of war, so that with her million able fipghting men Turkey
may bs in a position to defend herself and to have a place at the peace
table,

The discussions of Pinlend's predicament included the possibility of
ereating a neuwtral sone between Finland end Russia that =i ght saferuvard
both commtries,

¥r, Hagh of New Zealand then leunched uvpon a rathear lenrthy plea that
another mseting of all United Yetions =isht be selled in the nesr future
to make all countries = small, as well ag large = feel that they are an
important and integral part of the Allied wer effort and of the readjust-
ment that follows peece, President Roosewelt snd lord Falifax held that
such a discuseion at this time might open wp discussion of certain phases
of postewar adjustoent that would be very harmful to united effort,
President (Queszon appeared to ghare ¥Wr, Yash's opinion that a conference
eould be prevented from doing harm by arreeinz beforshand to hava free
discuseions bahind elosed doors and to arpree befsrehand on what announcement
should be made to the world ms to the Tnited Nations' aims and intentions,
A rather lengthy discussion followed = pro and com = during whiech President
Rocasvelt expressed his belief that the islands of the Pacifie must in the

future be conaldered for the rpood of the entire world rather than for the
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benefit of particular nations and that the seconomie problem must be studied

in great detall in the same manner as is now belng done for the West TniMes.
¥We pointed out thet stability and security will require esch nation to maintain
certain strong pointa for self-=defense. The Amerioas will require assurance
that the Dakar Ares shell not be used as a threat to our security; the Tnited
States mmst hold a strong point in the Wewaiian Telands, ete,

the rumored naval mnd air battle in the Bouth Fecifie. President Roosevelt
replied thaet we had no details, Pres!dent Quegon asked, "Fave you lost two
battleshipst™, President Foosevelt said, "No", President Quezon rose with
s shout and maid, "That is all T want to know®, and left the meeting,.

The Council then, at 2115 p.me, adjourned to swalt the call of the

Preai dent,
Wilson Brown,
Roar Admiral, 7.5, Nevy,

SECRET
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Jamuary 8, 1943.

EEMQEANRUX

The twenty-sixth mesting of the Pacific War Council was
held at 12 o'clock Noon, Wednesday, Jamuary 6, 1943, in the Cabinet
Boom of the Executive Offices, The White Houss, Washington, L[.C.

a President

British Ambassador (Viscount Haldfax)

Netherlands isbassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

Ambassador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming)
President of the Philippine Commorwealth (Hon. Mamuel Quezon)
Ca nadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)
Bew Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The British Mimister to the Micdle Esst (Hon. E. G. Casey)

Mr. Harry Hopkins

The Presicdent stated that Sikorski stated that the

gePERe.
?

Russians hawe been primarily striking Busaniens, etc., and not the
bteat Gersans.

The British Mimister to the Middle East (Hon. f. G. Casey)
told the Council that the attack om 23 October at El Alamein took
three months to prepare. This was essential. The command changes
were all for the good, 10,000 yards of mines - tough going at firet -
took ten days and was costly - but since then 1t hae been a chase.
Contiming, the British Minister to the Middle East (Hon. R. Ga Casey)
stated that Malts had been costly to keep alive but was Jjush kept

alive, Malta now has petrol and food - is paying dividends with itse
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submarine and air bases.

The President remarked about the importance of opening the
Mediterranean, both for the Middle East and for China and India.
Difficulties at Tumls = much mud = may take more than six weeks. Russia
wants no troops but does want supplies, The President explained various
opportunities if, and when, we win Africa.

The British Mimister to the Middle East (Hom. R. G, Casey)
commented that the Italian morale was low - they lost much good equip-
ment - wers pretty well armed., The same for the Uermans but they are
not down and out.

The Metherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon) remarked on the
raid on Sumatra. Concentration mow going om - Timor - may be directed
at Port Darwin,

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) asked about the
alr route to Australis, The President said the report was not yet in.
The islands coneerned are French and we are nmot sure they should go
back to France., The President stated that he believes a route could
be worked out.

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nush) stated that
we should later have fres ports.

The President commented on free eir routes, Bee Navy

about Clipperton for air,

NOTEt The above notes were taken by Mr. Harry Hopkins
in the sbeence of Captain MeCrea, who was ahsent on duty in New York
City.

John L. UcCrea,
Captain, l‘.l..l.ll'r{.m;.L i
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The Twenty={ifth meeting of the Paocifiec War Council was held at
12 o'elock Noon, Wednesday, Necember ©, 1942, in the Cabinet Room

‘of the Exscutive Offices, The White "ouse, Washingtom, D.C.

!

The President

The British Ambassador ["iscount ¥Yalifax)

The Yetherlands Ambassador (7r, A, Loudon)

The Chinese Awbassador (Tr, Wel Tao-ming)

The Pregident of the Thilippine Cemmerwealth (Yon, Yaruel Quezen)

The Canadian Yinister (Yen, leighton Verarthy)

The Yew Zealand “Mnister (¥on, Walter Mash)

The Australian "ntster (8ir. rwen Dixom)

The President announced that he hed juet received a despateh from
rhiang ¥ai=Shek to the effect thut in his judgment the Japanese would
sontinue to "attack and sttack" in the Sclomon Islands, The British
smbassador (Tiseount Falifax) neked if the losses which the Japanese
had suffered were not "stretching" thelr transportation system, To
this the President replied, "Of this we ars very certain, It is apparent
that the Jspanese have requisitioned from China all ths seapcing junks
they are able to get to make up for the shipping losses they have
susteined,”

The Tritish Ambassador {"scourt Halifax) remarked that yesterday
he had the pleasure of conversing with D'Argenlisu (Free Fremch) and
that he had recelved from him most encouraging news, We stated that

NtArrenlieou remarked that he had availeble to him information from a

& SECRHET

=Regraded Unclassifie




A P-4
z@ o & e
/.J = ®
Fremehman who had besen engaged in selentific work in Jepan just prior te
the start of the war and that the Jepanese total capaeity for production

of military planes {18 shbout 300 per monthe The President remarked that

this fMgure had often been quoted, and thaet while it wae in arraemant

with the figure supplied by Ge2 and 0,%,1,, nevertheleses he, personally,
was of the opinlon that the Jenanese had by now a higher rate of production,
"A year haes passed and they must have expanded thelr produstion rata, We
have expanded our production rete considerably and we must rive the Japs
eredit for being able to expand their production rate. On the other hand,
they unquestionally eould not expand to the same degroe we have dome, I

&n convinced that if we keep attrition working on our side that we will

be all right,"

Addressing the Chinese Ambassador (Pr. Tei Too=ming), the President
remarked that he was "hopeful® of getting the Furma Road open sometime
during the next yesar; that this could, no doubt, be sccomplished with
the Indian troops and the splendid Chinese troops which are now undar=
roing training in India, The Chiness Ambassador (Dr, Wei Tao-ming)
thanked the President for his remarks and stated there im now in Indis
some 30,000 of their finest Chinese troops.

The President stated that he had received vory confidential information
from an excellent source that Tndo=China is not anxious to see the return

of the French regime, The President stated that the French had been in

he had been informed that China had no desirs to annex Indo=China,

and,with that as a starting point, plans could be made with refersnce

o SECRET
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%o the postewar disposition of this territory, "Tt 1s positively refreshe
ing that none of the big powers wants Tndo=China,”

At this point, the ¥Yew Zesland “inister {Von, Walter Wash) asked
what commitments hed been made to the French with refersmce to its
smpire, To this the President replied, "No firm commitment has been
made," The President continusd that the Yorth Afriean situation
was entirely a military one and that expediency dictated that we take
atvantess of all factors that will be helpful to ths military ocampaign.

The President of the Philippine Commormwealth (Hon. Menuel Queson),
addreasing the President, sald, "What ls the truth about the situation
of the Arabe end the Jews in Vorth Africa?™ To this the Fresident replied
that the Arabs wanted more self poverrment, About 1882 the voting power,
throughout the French Worth Africa colonies was lirmited by deoree to
those of Pranch blood and the Jews, and that es n result the 17,000,000
Arabe in this area were resentful, This situation existed untll the
¥urmbury decrees, issued by the Viechy Jovernment upon pressursa from
the Germans, to the sffect that the Jews ware doprived eof thelr right
of franchise, With this, the Arabs were delighted, Since the invasion
of Worth Afrieca by the Americans, the Jews have raised the point that
they want their right of franchise restored, I this were to be done
there would be a revision of the old troubles, "Why not cut the Oordian
imot by saying that there just won't be any voting during the military
ocoupation?™ The President then stated that he had forbidden General
Eisenhower tc enter inte anmy bilateral agreement with the French North
African politicimns) that ho had advised Ceneral Eisenhower to consult
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with the !Hmh and rlve consideration to their recommendations but that
in the end he, Fisenhower, was to make an "annonncsment” only, The President

further stated that, as he had remarked at an earlier meeting of the Pacifie

War Cowneil, "Dakar has fellen intc the basket”, American ships and planes
are now using Dekar and the French are beginning to cooperate in a helpful
BANNST

The Pritish Ambassador (Viscount Felifax) msked for information about
Admiral Oodfroy's attitude, To this the President replied that nothing
definite could be said in this regard; that Oodfroy makes up his mind te
one thing in the morning and that by evening his position had been changed,
"I ean readily understand this freme of mind, The Franch just can't be
hurried, The change of positionm becauss of recent military develcpments
must have been such as to cause the Prench a considereble of ‘wrench?,

T think we all recognise that the change could mot ha sasily done,"

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Yon, “amusl Queron) then
ssked whether or not Admiral Darlan kmew what was beingz said about him inm
this eourtry. To thie the President replied that this government was taking
pains to ses that he, Darlan, was so informed, The President stressed the
point that absolutely mc agreement had been entered into with Darlan in
comnection with his contention that he, Darlan, was the legal successor
to Petain in Fremeh Worth Afrieas At this point the President of the
Philippine Commonwealth (Hon, Mamuel Queson) stated that, in his judgnent,

whatever had been done in conneotion with Darlan had served to save liveg

3 s e b i il m-i—'ﬂlﬁlu“—‘“im_“

and time. To this remark there was reneral agresment,

The Pritish Ambassedor (Viscount Palifax) remarked that "In fairness
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to Defaulle we must realize that he is looking beyond the eurrent situation

and that he is fearful of and does not trust Darlen, the traitor.,” To

this it wes penerally arreed that Darlan could be "handled™ and that 1t would

be wise for all Fremchmen to bury their differences and to realize that

ccoperation with the "nited Metions was the sole hope for the restoration

of the Frenoh Empire.

The Presldent explained to the Council how he intended that the Food
Administrator would functions. All mavailable food would be "tossed into
the pot". The armed forees of the Tnited Stetes would pet first eall.

The neads of the armsd lforces of Nresat Fritein and Chine would then be

considered, The needs of the civilian population of this country would

then he conaidered and 4f retioning was necessary with what was left,

that would be up to Yr, Henderson. The Fresident then expleined briefly

that Governor Lehman, in his official capacity, would loock out for the ;
neesda of the Tnited Nations.

The President steted that after the fall of Germany the full erffort
of the United Nations could "turn to"™ on the Japanese,

The President then stated that inoident to the collapse of the German
arms undoubtedly that country would need the services of many trained
surgeons. He stated that the Abyssinian doetors were famous for a particuler
brand of surgery and that he thought it would be "a plous idea” to send
a sizable mumber of such surreons to Germany to practice their specialty,
The general merjiment that followed this statement of the President seemed
to indicate that all meabers of the Counell wore aware of the Abyssinian
dootors' specialty,

The Mew Zealand “inister (Yon, Walter Wesh) stated that he had been

informed Chine wes in desperate need of more preventative medicine for
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malaria, The President stated that if thig were so he thought every

plane gpoing to China should earry atabrine, Captain VeCres was dirscted

to follow through on this item and if such metion appeared justified

to commuricate the President's thought to the proper euthorities.

At 1115 pems, the rouncil adjourned to swait the call of the

President,

John L. MeCrea,
“’m" T.8.Havy.
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The twenty-fourth meeting of the Pacific War Council was held
at 12105 P.M., Wednesday, Hovember 18, 1942, in the Cabinet Room of
the Exscutive Offices, The White House, Washington, [.C.

-
=

President
nnm!um&ur

nese Ambassador (Dr. Wel Tao-mi
Minister (Hon. Leighton deCartny)

Zealand Minister (Hone Walter Hash)

stralian Uinister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Comsonwealth (Hon. Sergio

Baron W. van Boetselaer, E.F. and U.P., (Representing the
Metherlands in the absence of Ambassador oudon).

gaeee
’IEE!‘

The President remarked, "We all seem to be more cheerful tocay
than we were the last time we met."™ The President contimued sub-
stantially as followst "A lot of people have gotien quite upset
about our dealings with Darlen. Luckily for me the Congress has
been interested in the Poll Tex matter, so I have had no reper-
cusaions about Darlan from that body. The Prime Minister apparently
has not been so fortunate. I noticed in last night's peper that
the Parliament is talking about investlguting the whole matter,

Of course, the "mopping up' after an imvasion of the magnitude
Just effected in North Africa is most important. Our Staffe
thought it might take from one to two monthe. The whole of North
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Afriea was strongly fortified and garrdsoned, The Staffs were probably
making & gafg estimate, I we hadn't dealt with Darlan most probably

heavy casuslties would have resulted, Then, too, there would have been
an equal delay in the offensive against Tumis and Tripeli. Yesterday,
at my press conference, I told the newspapers, off the record, of an
old Bulgarian proverb, approved by the chureh, which runs something

to walk with the devil until you are safely across the bridye,' Here
we are, walking with the devil, We dislike him very much but it is
Just one of these things. Eisenhower admittedly took many chances,
but apparently it has worked, In any event, Lisenhower's action has
hastened the hour of our attack on Tunis, Darlan has played fair
thus far but if he doesn't contimue to do so we will lock him up,

I think I can get Winston to agree to that,®

The Canadian Minister (Mr. WeCarthy) remarked, "Do you suppose,
Mr. Fresident, that Darlan might thirk he is walking with the
devil?t® (laughter),

The President contimued that, with reference to the Southwest
Pacific, things look somewhat better; that the last time the Council
met everybody was worried, While the recent naval engagements can
probably not be called decisive victories, nevertheless they are

of major importance. Since Ausust the Japanese have been making
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frontal attacks agzainst Guadalcanal snd they have never been so decisively
defeated as in the engagements just enced. It is altogether possible that
the courses of action they now have open to them arer (1) renewed attack
in the Solomons, or (Z) possibly an attack against some of the other
outlying lslands in our iine of commurdcations, such as Fiji or Samoa.

At this point the New Zealand Minister (Mr, Nash) remarked that

Fiji is now well garrisoned; that there are many milltary supplies there,

and that foodstuffls are plenmtiful, These, he explained, were on Vita -:

Levu, but that, in his opinion, Vamia Levu could probably be easily taken.

The President stated that in New Juinea we are doing very well
and that if we can take Buna, that Lae and Gasmata might wiso follows In
such case it is thought that we can make Rabaul untenable, Truk would
then be the next objective. ™0f course, that is looking far in the
future, If we can secure Eastern New UGuinea, Western New Cuinea will
undoubtedly follow, Timor deserves our attention too.®

Conversation then turned to Hauru and Ocesn Ialandss The *
Minister from New Zealand (Mr. Nash) remarked that the phosphates from
Nauru are most necessary to Asstralia and lew Zealand and that in
ordinary times they received anmually LOU,000 and 250,000 tons,respect=
ively, of this mineral.

The President remarked (addressing the Yinister from New Zealand)
that "there is complete unity of command in the Southern Pacific. The

publie just doesn't look at the map, Tne Australian comeand must also

Peiw
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embrace the New Guinea area and that, of necessity, belongs to MagArthur,
Both MacArthur and Halsey have taken Tine points of view and cooperate
to the utmost. It can, no doubt, be sald that unity of command doesn't
mean ‘one man',®

The President then stated that msny of the nowspapers in the
eountry were contimuing vigorcus campaigns about "'Throwing the Japs
out of the ileutlan lslande's This whole Pacific aArea is in Nimits'
hands, Te cortirme & vigorous offensive in the Aleutians would, of
neceseity, mean that we would have to weaken our effort in the
Southwest Facific,"

The New Zealan! Uinister (Mr, Mash) then askea the President
Af he would give to the Council his concept of the relationship of
the Caucasus to Egypt. The President replisd, "No, nor could I if
1 had the laformation. That 1s essentlally & militery matter which
I don't feel at liberty to diacuss here. I may add, in passing,
that Stalin 'has been most friendly! since the start of our North
Africen campulgn, The tone of his despatches has improved immeasurably,"

The Now Zealand Minister (Mr. Mash) at this polnt remarked that,
in his judgment, the United States, Grest Britain, hnh and China
should be "looking shead®, stating that he felt that these countries
should "get together® while the war is going on, otherwise they would
not "get togetLer® during the peace negotistions or after the peace

has been won.
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The President remarked that he was addressing a despatch to

Generalissimo Chiang Kel-Shek to the effact that the success of our
lorth African eampaign and subssqueft control of the deditarransan
was bound to mean much to China, Shipping distances, the transport
of aireraft, ete., would be greatly improved. The President aleo
stated that wnhl'ul. of the southern coast of the Eediterransan would,
of consequence, laprove the Russian position and would aleo, no doubt,
bolster Turkish neutrelity or, if mensced, Turkey migsht cast its lot
with the United Natlons. The President contimued that he wae hopeful
that Dakar would "fall into the basket®, pointing out that Dakar was
of much interest to the Ameriecas since the Dakar - Belem line was
the shortest distence between the continents of Africa end the Americas.
The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) remarked that it was
P00 bad that soldiers have to spend so much time with political
pattera.” To this the President agreed but stated that the only
involvements permitted the military with political matters were those
political matters which affected the immediate military situation,
and that current political problems in & military area must be
®"oriented in the light of military operations®, Contimuing, the
President stated, "By that I mean, Lond n and Washington will tell
the militery what o do in connection with political matters.® At
this point the Eritish Asbassador (Lord Halifax) asked if Darlan's
sffectiveness had been in any way impaired by Petaln's repudiation
of Darlan, To this the President replied in the negative, stating
that, at the moment, the North African situatiocn was quiet everywhere,
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Inmm.mmmuumm-mumm,m

mmnuummmummwu-uu.nﬂm
these in our s'ride,®

At tide polnt the Presicent presented to the Couneil Dr. Lubin's
production statistics for October, It was remarked that the production
urhuwmmmtniuror-nnrmn;uh-dhmhpd,
Lo which the President replied that the production of these planes will

pfﬂﬁﬂmﬂpldlr-h-nthmh‘ha, Fort Worth and Tulsa plants
got in operation, ¥

At 1115 P.M,, the Councll adjourned to awalt the call of the
Presicdent,

John L, McCrea,
Enpta.‘l.n, UsSa 'I"r.
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MEMORANDUM
; mmmurmhnﬂnnrmun-m

at 12110 P.d., Wednseday, October 28, 1942, in the Cabinet Room of the
Executive Offices, The White louse, Weshington, D.C.

-
-3
b

resident

tish Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

A mbagsador (Dr. Wei Tso-ming)

Minister (lon. Leighton McCarthy)

New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Australian dinister (Sir Owen Dixon)

Tice Presidest of the Philippine Commomwealth (iHon.Sergio ODsmena )
van Bostselaer, E.E, and K.P., (Representing the
Setherlands in the abbence of Ambassadap Loudom).

???’&E‘E;.

The Prasident stated that when it is available, a copy of a
pqilﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂﬂ'mmﬁr-ﬁowrtfa‘wwldhphcdnthm-
of each member of the Pacific War Council for information. He also stated
that "now® was the time to begin to think about post-war economic planning
and that in general the whole subject could be put in two broad fislds, first,
coordination of the scomomy of sach country with other countries of the world,
and,second, finance and the matter of paymeat of obligations.

The President coutinued substaatially as follows: "During his visit
hmm.mmmmmxm:muﬁummmm
to figure out & world standard sconcmic system. 0f gourse, a world standard
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of currency would be the first thing that would have to be set up. This
would be most desirable, Example, ssy a New Yori business man anters
into a contract with a business man in Hanzow. They should be able to

N ¢

.
1
SRS

refer the monetary side of this contract to a world standard monetary

“'I

0

unit rather than towards dollars and yuans. After we had gotten this

-

far, Churchill queried as to an appropriate name for such a curreney,
stating that, "As a general proposition no known word should be used!.
Botwesn us we decided that in addition to the abovs requirement, the

by
-

word should be & short one and have a universal appsal, Winston suggested

N T N N T
fl'll'-‘l-llp I

that since all the United Nations are democratic natlions, 1t might be a

T ":1:

fine ides to call this new monetary unit the 'Damo’, a contraction of
‘democracy'. I think that we should all be giving thought to this subject.

= =
LT L

In the post-war world the monetary system should not be in the Federal
Reserve Bank of the United States nor in the Bank of England, tut in a
body which would serve the world, I realise that the experts would probably
attack this proposition with enthusiasm, however, I have come to realise
that nearly all taught me in college about economics by the experts has
been proven wrong.® At this point the Canadian Minister (Mr, MeCarthy)
remarked, "Tou mean that you, yourself, have exploded the theories that
were taught you.® (Laughter). The British Ambasssdor (Lord Halifax) quest-
foned the President as followst "How would you visualise practicel progress
in this matter? Anything you aight do here would run into the other parte
of the world and not elons inm the Pacific,™ With this the President

4

y2-

SL;.'\-#I b |

Regraded Unc




agreed, The President stated that one of the annoyances that the United
States had to face from other countries of the world was the fact that
many of these countries have to borrow monsy in this eountry to finance
their public works. In consequence, many countries, especially South
American countries, bicome obligated to the United States in large amounts,
for which they have to pay high rates of interest. As a usual thing, before
the debt has finally been liguidated, the interest has reached snormous
proportions, The President stated that every affort should be made to work
towards the "reduction of interest rates for publiec and quasi-public works,"
Continuing this line of thought the President remarked that whan
it was necessary to finance Boulder Dam, which cost this government something
in the neighborhood of say, one hundred million dollarn, this monsy was
obtained at four percent interest, the principsl to ba paid in 40 years. The
net result was that the project would have cost the government roughly four
hundred million dollare, The President stated that he had proposed to the
membars of the Federal Reserve the revolutionary thought of "just printing
bills® to pay for the project. Most of the members of the Board criad
"inflationl® The President countered with the statement that the alectricity
gensrated at Boulder Dem could bs charged for at a rate which would retire
the debt in 25 years, and that as the debt matured, call in and destroy the
paper money which paid for the project originally. The President then admitted

=3
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that there was a political dangsr in the proposal which he had just out-
lined, In other words, ths scheme would fall flat 4if an unsound project
had besn originally contrmcted for. The answer to thim, of course, would
be that voters should be esducated to the polnt where they could selasct
sound projects. Ths New Zsaland Minister (Mr, Nash) remarked that some
such schame in & small way had been undertaiken and satisfactorily completsd
by his government, in the fiald of re-housing.
The Cansdian Minieter (¥r, HcCarthy) then asked the President

Af he had anything on the war situation that would be of interest to the
Council. The President replisd, "Tou know all that I know, I bsliove that
our lines of comsunication are stronger now than they were three months
ago. The attrition of Japanese material ir going on apace and 4f we can
keep it up we will make out all right. At the moment, however, geography
is working against us. We are oparating from few basen and thsy involve
long ﬂmﬁ. Tha Jupanesa are operating from a large numbar of bases
which are fed by relatively short lines of communication. Ae for Egypt, I
haven't heard anything from the Prime Hinister for s couple of days. It
sesms that the British have control of the air, Everything has to be

handled very carsfully but considerable casualties are to be expected.®

The President then touched on the problem of surplus populations

stating that there ware enormous resarvoirs of United Nations peoples
from which it =might be possible in the post-war psriod to draw in connect-

iom with populating land which iz susceptible of development. The President

b=
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stated that during the recent visit of Prasident Prado of Peru that in
donversatlon with that gentleman it was razarked that Parn would ha willine
to accept largs mumbers of surplus peoples who could occupy the farming
areas to the sastward of the Andes. President Prado remarked, however, that
bs would not take one particular ethnological group to the edclusion of
others. On tha other hand, ha would be perfectly willing to take a puabsr
sf sthnologiesl groups. The President statad that a group of sthmologists
ware now conducting s world-wide survey and that they have reached, among
other things, the gemeral conclusion that human beings, given squal oppor-

tunities, mix successfully. At this point the New Zealand Minister remarked,

"Do you suggest, Mr. President, intermixturs of racea?® to which the Presi-
dent replied that racial prejudices, as we know them of the past, will in
the post-war period, probably be subordinated and that the countries of
the world will zore or less becoms melting pots,

At 1110 P.M,, the meeting adjourned, the President remarked that
as far as he was conterned, that Thursday, the 5ih of November, would be
the best date upon which to hold the next mesting,

JOHR L. MeCREA
Captain, U,5, Navy
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S ECR E T October 21, 1942.
MEMORANDUN

The tweaty-second mesting of the Pacific War Council was held at
uml.l.,m.mn,rm.uu.ku-thuurm
Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.

a Pr
The British imbassador {Viscount El!.ru:;
The Chisess imbassador (Dr. Fei

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Mash)

The iusiralian Hinister (Sir Owen Dixon)

n-tmh-mnrmmnm.mm(h.mn-—}

Baron ¥W. van Boetselasr, E.E. and U.P, (Representing the Netherlands

llthl“nfhhndurlmhui

*shﬂhlm

mmmhuﬂmmmm“nrrmm{:nm
mxmmammm&m: of an address by Field
Barshal Jan Seuts, Prime Minister of South Africa. The epeech ended at 12128,
'hhi-“ﬂ-rnfﬂr-thhlnMMudﬁlenmhmroflu
hlhh-'fnrlllhhudmuth-lu;;uranfhum-,'ndfurhiu
®appearance before us at this time.®

The Chinese Asbassador, Dr. Wei Tac-aing, took his seat as a member of
the Pacifio War Council and was welcomed by the President on behalf of all
members of the council.

Discussion started at 12135, The President remarked with refarance to
Pleld Marshal Smuts, *He 1s & grand old man. I have known him since the last

war and think very highly of him.®

aded Unclassif



The President then remaried that the matter of most concern wae the
Bouthwest Pacific. "We are in somewhat of a hole in Guedalcanal.® The
President pointed out that many problems were involved in naval command
and Army participation, and that from what he was able to gather, cooperation
between General Macdrthur and Vice Admiral Chormley had been splendid. "The
initial effort of Guadalcenal was brillisnt in the extreme. It looks now as
though we are too far from our point of supply. Japan has apparently decided
to crack hard,® The President them pointed out that Guadalcanal was a thousand
miles from Noumea and six hundred miles from Espiritu Santo, and that with a
determined enemy the reinforcemeut of Cuadalcanal was difficult. YEven if we
lose Guadalcenal we will have held off the Jspansse for at least 2§ months and
time has been cur ally,®

The President statsd that in the Port Moresby and New Guinea areas things
seam to be going better. "Hindsight is a great thing, It now begine to look as
Af we did mot estimate originally emough aireraft for the Southwest Pacific.

On the other hand, the Japanese linss are loag and our submarines ars doing very
good work ageinst these lines. In other words, the process of attrition is
working for us. If we had it to do over again, I think we would have probably
doubled the aircraft estimates for this area. As I ses it, ths Japaness have
plenty of buman beings to expend, but not the materials.®

The Canadian Minister (Mr. McCarthy) then remarked, "I note, Mr. Prasident,
that you etate you are "hanging on' in Guadalcanal. May I ask if there i{s a back
door to that 1sland?® To this the President replied in the negative.

SECRET
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The President then read to the council ths figures om production
of important iteme for the month of September and the estimated production
figures for the month of October,

The New Dealand Minister (Mr. Nash) then asked the President if he
would comment on the New Culnea aide of the Southwest Pacific operations.
To this the President replisd that the Auguat operations in this area were
badly conducted and that it is estimated that the Jepanasa naver had a larger
force than mbout 3500 men and that the Australians and Americans had six timan
this number, and even 20 the Japs were able to put up a datermined battle,

The Preasident remarked that he had bean informed that Chiness troops
were going ints India for the purpose of training and rearming. He then
remaried that in his Judgment 4%t was very necsssary to reopsn the Burma Road
at an early date in order that China can be supplied by that route. The
President stated that Mr, Willkie concurred in this thought.

The meeting adjourned at 1115 P.d., to awalt the call of the President,

JouM L. McCREA
Captain, U. 8. Havy
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Detober 7, 1942.

MEMORANDUR

The twenty-first mesting of the Pacific War Council was held at
11830 A. M., Wodnesday, October 7, 1942, in the Cabinet Hoom af the Executive
0ffices, The White House, Wazhingtem, D. C.

The President

The Chinese Minister for Foredgn Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The Canadian Minister {Bm. McCarthy)

The New Zealand Himister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commorwealth (Hon. Sergio Osmesa)
Sir ®, 1, Campbell, K.C.M.B,, C.P., E.E. snd W.P,, {l-priilntinl

Oreat Britain in the absence of Viscoumt Halifax)

Baron W, van Boetsslasr, E.E. and M.P., (Representing the Netherlands

in the absence of Ambsssador Loudon)

The President resarked that his trip around the country had been
entirsly successful and that be was much heartened Ly what he had seen.

The President stated that the British and ourselves are making =
re-survey of our combinesd production programs. "Maybe we are making too much
of this and too little of that. Particularly, must we examine the ratio of
tank production to that of aireraft.” The Canadian Winister (Mr. McCarthy)
asked as to how the escort ship program was coming along. To this the
President replied, "We are just begloning to get them.®

The President contimued, "Ths last times we met I was much worrisd
about the whole Pacific situation. At the moment, I am not so worrled.

Of course, the black spot is Kiska. The Port Moresby situstlon and, as &
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matter of fact, the whole New Guinea situation, seems to bs much better.
fHowever, in the Cuadalcanal ares, the Japs seem to be landing small numbers
of troops almost mightly. On the whole, I feel that the situation is much

bettar.®
The President them discussed the sirplane progra®m at length. He
gtated thet he wae surprised to lesrr on his recent trip that the 1ifs of
mm-mdnmmrmimdththhdmmdthnumu

be much less than that. The President then remarked thet some of our produc-
alreraft, had 4o be smoothed out. Specif-

tion facilitiss, with reference Lo
ically, he stated thet planes might get 95 percent complete in two months and
Ha trustad

then take another two monthe to fimish the resaining five percemt.
that improved production methods would correct such things. He stated that

mhmﬂhumﬂuuuhﬁu'hnhmunm.' He then
stated that the public was pretty liable %o get the wrong impression from

the headlines, "A Bomber an Hour,® "A Ship Built in Ten Days,® etc. "These
things just area't se,® The President then stated that ones of the things om

the trip that interested him most was that sseart ships are being fabricated

in Denver, shipped by freight to the coast, and erected in Mare Island.
The Australian Minister (3ir Owen Dixon) ®wondered® whethsr or not

sverything pos=ible was being done about cutting down turmarounds om shipping,
labor and dock facilitise in the remote parts of the world. The President I
replisd that these items were recelving our most esarnest consideration., The
President then related about the Army convoy that arrived in an Auetralisn

port and found the longshoremen on a week's holiday. Thers being no other
way of unloading the ships, the Division Commander turned hie men to and
SECRET
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and acoomplished the unloading of the ships in three days. He recelved a
#tubborn protest for this from the Australian Government. To it, the
Divisicn Commander replied, *Tell me sbout it after the war.® The President
then stated we can't be in a position of depending molely om union labor im
all ports, and to that end we are taking steps to provide ourselves with
labor battalions.

The President remarked about the employment of women in industry
throughout the country, stating that in the plantas which he had visited, the
employment of womsn wvaried from 30 to 50 percent. That it sesmed to be the
consensus of shop superintendents that on machine work wowen were ®just as
efficient as men,” and that on inspection work they were "such more efficisat
than men.®

The President remaried that it was his opinion that the age of
draftess waa too high, and that we could profitably lower our draft ages to
include the 12 and 19 year olds, At this point the New Zsaland Minister
(Mr. Nash), remsrksd that experience in his country had been that married
men of like age stand up to physical exsmination better than unmarrisd mem
of thes zams age.

The Presideat noted that he had obsorvsed at Camp Shelby an edusational
unit whioh interssied him greatly - a unit for drafiees retarded plysieally
and meatally - and that splendid work L being done lo reclaiming such persoms.

Addrensing himself to ths Canadian ¥inister (¥r, MeCarthy) the Presidemt
then stated that it would be well for the Cansdian Military Attache to work
olosely with the United States as t2 the problem of spidemics, remarking that

"Canada, strange as it may seea, furnishes a very high percentage of murses
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and doctors."

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. Soong) then asked the
Preeident if it would be possible for him to bring to the next meeting of the
Pacific War Councll the new Chinese Ambessedor, who will represent the Chinese
Government at the Pacific War Council during Dr. Scong's absence from the
country.

The meating adjourned at 12145 to await the ecall of the Prasident,

JOHN L. MeCREA
Captain, U. S, Navy
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Detobar 2- 1942.

NEMORANDU# FOR ADMIRAL LEAHY

At a recent meeting of the Pmcific War Council, the
President directed that I present to your attention for such

il ok g . i |

consideration as it may be worth, ths possibility of “grouping® :
bombardment planes 50 to a group and fighters 100 to a group. :
The President remerked thst he, in common with the members of
the Pacific War Council, did mot like the present grouping
arraagements. Specifically he stated that while the curreat
grouping may bs clear to the Alr Forces and the Army, it is mot
clear to elvilians "who also have somes responsibilities in these
matters.”

Very respectfully,

JOEN L. eCREA

Elph.‘l.n. 0. 8. Ravy
Haval Alde to the President

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET Septesber 15, 1942.
' MEMORANDUM

The twentieth meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
11430 A.M,, Tuesday, September 15, 1942, in the Cabinet Rooa of the
Executive Offices, The kbhite House, Famhingtom, D. C.

-
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President

Minister for Forsign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Boong)
Ambassador {Viscount Halifax)

Mmbessador (Dr. A. Loudonm)

Minister (Hon. Leighton koCartiy)

Hinister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Minister (Sir Owen

President of the Philippine Commomwealth (Hon. Manuel Queszon)

X
Eﬁf

gedveed
I

The Presideat remarked that stopping Rommel in Libda war a great
achievemsnt; that the Prims Rialster was vesy optimdsiic and trustsd that
the offensive would be taken scom by the British in this ares. The President
remaried that he trustsd that if and when the offensive was taken, the British
would be "sure® of success. The President continued that the news from the
Soutlwest Pacific was "bad,® especlslly in the Hew Cuinea area. "Every
astimate seems to point to the fact that the Japaness have only about 3,000
soldiers in this area, whereas the Allies have 45,000. That the Japanese
have beem able to outflank the Allies on the rough Owen-Stanley terrain is
incredible.” In our own field of activity, the situation is none too good.
The Japenese are concentrating large forces to the morth of Guadalecamal, and
at the same time they are abls to filtrate into the Guadalcansl area at
night. *Frankly, I am pessimistic at the moment about the whole situwation.®
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The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) remarked
about & story that had appeared todsy in the Washington "Post," having to
do with Japaness ferccity as fighters. Ho stated that every lsader of
oocidental forces should understand thet Urientals are fatalista, and that
this mental characteristic will be a decided factor in our campaign against
the Japanese. "If 1 have cny advice to offer, it is to fight flercely to the
eod, killing all the Japanese poseible. Where possible to do so, the wounded
will strike back."

In substantiation of ihe loregoing, the President then related stories
of Japanese treachery in Tulagl and the Solomons area - ths killing of ome
of our Havy doctors Yy a wounded Japanese whom he was treating, eto., etc.
The President further remarked that both ourselves end the British seem to be
®tied to the highways,®™ and oot very good at jungle fighting., At this point
the President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queszon) imterrupted to
remark, "Tou, Mr., President, are telling the atory of Bataan."

it this point the President read a memorandum from Admiral Leahy,
attached hereto marked "A",

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) asked
what the effect would be on the American people and the American positions
Af the Japanese retook the Solomouns. The President replied, "bad.” Here
some discussion followed about "stepping stones® in the Southwast Pacifie.
Ths Chinese Minister for Foreign affairs (dr. Soong) remarked that island
®stepping stones™ are too precarious. "The best way of hitting Japan is
to hit her hard from the Aslatic continent,®

SECRET



The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) mddressing
the British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) asked if the Ambassador would mot give
the Pacifie War Coumeil his wiews on the Indian situation. The British
Ambassador replisd that in the current orisis the Indian Congresa wae on
ons side, the Moslems, munitions workers and the untouchables wers on the
other, and there was a large middles class which didn't know which way to
Jump. The imbaspador pointed out thet it wes a distinet error to think that
the Indinn Congress reprapsntad tha Indian people ae a whola,

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) then stated
that at the risk of baing out of order and admittedly being ignorant of the
Indian situation, he felt constrained to pressnt his views on India to the
Pacific War Council, He stated that foreign rule of the Philippine Islands
had existed for cemturies. During the Spanish rule, Madrid assumed that the
masses in the Philippine Islands "didn't care,” and had no interest in their
homeland, In this belief, the Spanisrds sxacuted Risal, the Filipina patriot,
in Decembar, 1896. Befors Fabruary, 1897, the whole of the Philippins Islands
was in an uproar. The Spanish Governmment, realising the mistake it hed made,
bought off Emilisno Aguinaldo for 400,000 pesos and sent him to Hong Komg.
There Aguinaldo was found by Dewey. Aftar the American conquest of the
Philippine Islands, and the Treaty of Paris, the Filipinos then turned against
the Upited States. The Filipinos were conguared v the guns of the American
soldiers, but "it was the soldiers themsalves who remained in the Philippine
Islands who won over the Filipinos."™ The President of the Philippine Common-
wealth (Mr. Queson) then pointed out that mot a single Filipino leader had
coms from the cities of the Philippine Islands where the Filipimos had little
opportunity to come into contact with the American seldisrs. The American
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soldiers who resained as school teachers and advisors in the Filipdno
muuwmmmtmmanlmnm
people. Then addressing the British Ambassador, the President of the
Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) remarked, "I think the Indian situation
muhwmwmmu-hmnummnppu-mu-mm
worked out by the United States. The only hope for India liss with the
United Nations, and with this I am sure T. V. Soong agrees. Ghandi thinks
the Axis will win. Admitting his to be right, his reasoning is absolutely
wrong. I think this thought should be gotten across to him. If I were a
young man, I would have been in India long ago. It may be out of order to
here ssy it, but in my judgment it is gquits impossible for the white man
to 'know' the Opientals for what we are. Orientals will say ome thing and
have an entirely different thought in their hearts,” Turning to Dr. Soong,
the President of the Fhilippine Comsomwealth (Mr. Queson) remaried, "Dr,
Soong, do I speak nonssnsel® The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affsirs
(Dr, Soong) replisd substantially as follows: "The Chiness have lomg
appreciatad the British probles in India, They further recognise that the
longer the situation remains unsettled, the more trouble Groat Britain and
Indis are setting up for themsolves." The President of tha Philippine
Gommonwealth (Mr., Queson) then proceeded to state that the Jupanese were doing
Mrntmaththmthmmmnuﬂnnl,mtthﬂmﬂﬂq'm
successful, they could mot win the Philippine Islande because they wers
lhﬂl;thmnfthmljthtthtardmﬂnﬂmhlhlth
Japanese for what they are doing. The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs
(Mr, Soong) remarked that no matter what temporary success Japan might have
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in India, it would mevertheless lose in the long run. He admitted, however,
that the immediste future insofar as India is concerned, is of great
importance to the United Nstions.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) replied that the British
realise the difficulties which face them in India and suggested that it
was much easier at a distance to pass on the gitustion ia India than at
close hand. The main trouble is that the Indians cannot agree amonget
themselves. 2ir Stafford Cripps proposed to the Indians two thingss (1)
To agree amongst thomselves as to the form of government they wanted (2)
'lhtﬂn'thqlin;ldto. should mot im any way burt the war effort. "That
they dida't accept the proposals caused me no surprise.” The Prime Minister
bas since stated that the Cripps' plan stands, and it will mot be added o or
subtracted from. The anxlety at the moment is for the present government
of Iadia, which keeps the country from civil war. I would emphapize "that
the authority of the present government in India must be reestablished.®
The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) remarked that he
had mothing specific to propose, btut that he still beliewed that it is most
difficult to get information about the true thoughts of the Indian masses
from the Indians themselves. He further remarked that it seemed to him that
the Cripps' proposal was very fair and that if he were a younger man hs would
in time go to India to see what he could do in straightening out the situatiom,

The President then remarked that no overnight change in governmemt
could take place in any backward country without courting troubls. "Certain
processes must be accomplished bit by bit. This i{s the thought that the
United States sntertained towards the Philippines ever since our occupation
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of thoss islands. The ideal of independence has been fostered for years.
In 1934 there was a meeting of the minds of the Philippine leaders and the
United States as to the date upon which independence should become an
accomplished fact.® The President then remarked that he was reminded of a
story about Oovernor Alfred E. Smith who was involved with a labor situatiom
in the state of New York for which there sesmed to be no apparent solution.
He remarked that GQovernor Smith had told him that he was bound to settle
this problem and that he was going to do it by locking himself and the
labor leaders in a room, getting thelr fsst om ths tabls with lomg drinks
of Sgotch and good cigars, and Pwork it out.” The President then remarked
that he thought it applicabie to quote a remark by Wllliam Jeunlngs Bryan
which went to the effect that "mothing is final between friends.®

With much apparent good spirit, the meeting adjournmed at 1130 P.U,,
to await the call of the President.

JOHN L. McCREA
U.P“J.u|. U. 2, 'l"r
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3 Seplember 194
SECRET

MEMOR/HDOM FOR
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF:

ht yesterdoy's weeting of the Pacific War Coumell,
the President seked that he be advised ne [ollowsd

(a) The progress that 1s balng made in commection
with the proposal that an assembly polnt de

eat:biished in the Tuamotu Archipelsgo whare
fighter plenes wight be asseabled and thenm
flowm "stepplng-stone™ to the operatiomnnl arsa
af the Southmost Pacific. (The Fresident
specifically usked if the possibilities of
FPakorave atoll have basn inveatigated).

{b) The ploms, if amy, for the utilisatiom of
traimed Bew Zealond air parsonmel who, bai
for the laok of eguipmant, osuld mow be of
aarvice im the cosbat areas of the Southwest
Pacifie.

The next meeting of the Pacific ¥War Coumeoil is
scheduled for 9 September 19i2.

Very respscilally,

JOHM L. HoCREA

Captaia, U.3. Nevy
Huval Adde to the Presideat

e e, iy
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SECRET September 2, 1942
MEMORANDOH

The nineteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:30 A.M,, Wednesday, Beptember 2, 1942,
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tish imbassador (Viscount Halifax)
Zealand Minister (Bon. Walter Hash)
stralisn Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)
ce President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Serglo Dsmena) I%

in the absence of Ambassador Loudon
Hon. L. B. Pearson, 0.B.E., Minister Counselor, (Representing Canada
in the absence of llon. Leighton MeCarthy).

The President remarked that he had recently received a despatch from
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the Prise Minister of mustralia in which it was suggested that both the Prime
Minister and General MacArthur felt that it mas time to make a resurvey o the
gensral strategy of the comduct of the war, the intimation being that the

Southwest Pacific was not being given the comsideration which the importance
of that area warrants. The President stated that he and the Chiefs of Staff
were not insensible to the problems that faced the Ssutbwest Pacific and that
but yesterday he had held a long confsrence with Admirals Leahy and King, and
Gsneral Marshall. The nub of the whole problem of the war is ncean transporta-
tion. If the Allied Nations possessed sufficient transportation facilities,
mors aggressive offensive activities could he carried on in many theaters. As

FHAECER
President -
Minister of New Zealand (The Right Honorable Peter Fraser) P
Mnister for Forelgn Affeirs (Dr. T. V. Soong) y
’ Baron W. van Boetzelaer, E.E. and M.P. (Representing the Netherlands

it is, the President and the Joint Chinfs of Sta’fl are confronted with the
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following problems:—

(1) Adde to Russia. ("We must help Russia all we can.”)

(2) The Near East. ("If Germany and Japan join hands, as they
mm,mmwcmlrm-inthnmtﬂlhﬂimm,
mmurwmumthGMn-rmumumt
impossible one.")

(3) The whole of the Pacific. ("That is pssentially & United States
problem.”)

(4) The establishment of a Second Fromt. (*Fe must exert every effort
to accomplish this.”)

The President contimued, "If we change the present affort, 1.0., Items
(1) to (3), inclusive, in favor of (4), we should have to neglect something in
Ieems (1) to (3). Item (4), of courss, would give aid to the whols plcture.

In my judgment, we can't abandon any of the above. We have troops on the

West Coast and planes ready to go to the Soutiwest Pacific, tut as I remarked
above, the problem is one entirely of ocean transportation, and I must ask, 'How
tha hell do we get the stuff there?' We have just about half emough troop
transports. If anyone has a substitute for any of the items listed above,
please come and tell me about it. We just eimply can't abandon any of the four
items.® It is significant to mote that mo one present had an alternative to
propoge.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (kr. Fraser) remarked that he had had
mmdmmmn&murdeuurms@emin
Republics (M. Litvinov)., "He was most pessimistic, but entirely without bitter-
ness.” The President said he wished to remark, entirely off the record, that
Ambassador Litvinov had told the Brasilian and Peruvian Ambassadors that "Russia
was entirely through.” "A completely defeatist attitude. If I hadn't been
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reasonably certain that it would have been equivalemt to sentemcing him to
death, I would have reported the incident to his home government.® At this
point the Few Zealand Minister (Mr. Mash) remarked that mo doubt the Prime
Minister (Mr. Fraser) was much affected by M. Litvinov's pessimism. "On the
other hand, having talked with M. Litvinov or many previous occasions, for
myself I was impressed yestarday with his 'very restrainsd pessimiss.' He
did not appear on this occasion nearly so pessimistic as he has been in the
past.® The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) comtinued, "After
listening to M. Litvinov I did not have the heart to open up the Pacific
problem. I was much affected Iy his rresentation of the tragedy through
which his own country is now passing. Since listening to the remaris of
Mr. Mash, I am just wondering of M. Litvinov is mot a very astute diplomat.
Specifically, M. Litvinov minimized the German forces in ths West. He stated
that there was little use of trying to make & stand in the Urals.®

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser), turning to the
President, remarked, "In your fudgment, Mr. President, im thers any significance
in Togo's resignation from the Jepanese cabinet?® The President shook his head
in the negative.

Nr. Fraser continued that, "as frr arz Australia and New Zealand are
concerned, I think I can salely say that we realize the difficulties and the
impossibilities that face the United States. The United States need have no
fear as to our attitude.®

The President remarked that the Southwest Pscific was only one-third
of the Pacific problem, and while sdmitting that it was a most important theater,

¥ SECRET

Rearaded Unclassified

G e hl‘ll‘m?



suggested that we should not lose sight of the Central and North Pacifie.
"Thers are dosens of sditorials written daily enjoining the President to
throw the Japs out of the Aleutians. To do that, is easier said than done.
In the present state of our forces in the Pacific, it would be mecessary
for us to abandon the Southwest Pacific to accomplish the foregoins. No
sane person could agres to that.®

The President informed the Council that he had received a persomal
report from Brigadier Gemeral Ira C. Zaker, U.S.A., on the daylight bombing
which 13 now proceeding apace against the cities of western Germany, OGenersl
Eaker remarked that when he had 1¢°% the United Kingdom Air Marshal Portal
told him that when the P-17's arrived and undertook their bombing of westerm

b
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Germany he, Portel, was very skeptical thet it would be successful, and that
he had been most pleasantly surprised at the effectiveness of this type of
aireraft, and that he felt that if the United States heavy bombers wers able
to contimue effectively to bomb Germeny during daylight, and the R.A.F, during
the richt, that Germany was in for ™a hot time for the rest of tha war.®

The President remarked that he had just said goodiye to Dr. Hu Shih,
the distinguished Chinese Ambassador. "I wish you would inform the Genmeralissimo
for me (addressing the Chinese Foreigm Minister, Mr. Soomg) that in my Judgment
Dr. Hu Shih has done a perfectly splendid job in the United States. [He has
put the problem of the Chinese befors the country in a thorough and unobtrusive
way and I am indesd sorry to sse him go."

The President stated that the Pussians have now accepted the Nome—Siberia
route for the delivery of aircraft and that this route should be open soon. The
Russians will not permit delivery of the planes to be made to RBussia by sur

Ferry Command pilots, but insist that Russian pillots comes to Nome to get the
SECRET
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planes. In response to a query the President stated that he felt that the
reason the Russians would not permit the United States Ferry Command pilots
to deliver aircraft to Siberia wae that in some way the Japanese might use
that fact as o "casus belli®™ and thet the Buseiens were most anxlous under the
circumstances to keep their record absclutely clear.

Generel discussion then followed ss to the attitude of the Russians
towards the remainder of the United Natione. FReference wee made to the flight
of Heps to Great Britain. The President remaried thet mo doubt the Russians
thought that all the United Nations wers perfidious emough to mske peace with
Germany at vhe expense of the Russisne snd that they were really amazed when
Mr. Churchill declined to do this. Continuing, the President stated that
both Mr. Churchill and Mr. Harriman had remarked to him that it would be well
Af all of us could go to Fussia, that the government is2 not a Commumistic one,
but it is & different form of government than anything the world has previously
known, and that they are really working out “something new®™ as compared to forms
of government as we now know them.

In response to a question as to the sigmificance of the Solomon Islands
engagement, the President remaried that no doubt Japan would maks & desperate
effort to cut our lines of comsunication to the Southwest Pacific. "History
will recall the importance of the Coral Sesa, Midway and Solomon Islands engage-
ments as having thwarted the Japansms attempt to cut our commumications to the
Southwest Pacifie. The battles were most opportune. If, say New Zealand were
occupled, our lines would surely be cut."

Addressing his remarks to the Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixom)
the President stated, "I think something should be done about the Australian

o SECRET

ed

e e

i C—



i
%
E
!

® 3

censorship. In our judgment it is simoly "God—swful.'®™ The Australian
Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) stated that he had already semt off one despatch
to his home government about the laxness of the cemsorship. Hes stated that
he would at once, mnd more vigorously too, again present the vlews of the
United States in thin regard.

The Prime Minister of New Zesland (Mr. Fraser) asked if the President
wars awars of the steps being taken to employ New Zealand aviators, who are
now trained and but for lack of equipment could be used in offensive operations
against the snemy. Tha President directed that Captain McCrea make inquiry
as to this item and make a report at the nerxt meeting of the Pacific War
Council.

The President further dirscted that Captain McCrea make inquiry as
to the progress being made in setting up etations for assembling fighter alr-
eraft in the Tuamotu irchipelago with the thought in mind of flying thea
"gtepoing-stone® to operational areas in the Southwest Pacifie.

48 the meeting was brooght to a close the President remarked that if
Russia can hold out for two or three more momths, he felt that the winter
would further save the situation and that by the spring of 1943 the full
force of the Unitad Nations could be brought to bear on the enomy.

It was decided that the next meeting of the Pacific War Couneil
would be held on Wednesday, S8eptembar 9, 1942.

JOHN L. McCHEA
ctphl.ﬂ. U- Si h‘}'
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Mgust 27, 1942,

MEMORANDUN
The sighteenih meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. C.,
at 11s30 A, M,, Thursaday, Mugust 27, 1942,
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The Vice Presidsnt of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Serglo Ossmena)
Baron W. van Bostselaer, E.E, and M.P., (Represeating the Fetherlands
1n the absesce of Ambassador Loudon)
Bon, L, B. Pearson, 0.B.E., Minister Counsslor (Representing Canada in
. the absence of Hon. Leightom MeCarthy
Br. Alan 8, Watt, Coumsslor, (Representing Australia in the abseace of
Bir Owen Diwom)
Hon. Harry L. Hopkins
The President stated that it was evident the Japaness were planning
extensive operations in the Bouthwest Pacific, but that we had no evidence
as to whare they were going to strike; that it might be Fiji or an all-ocut
attack ou the Bclomons.
hs a result of his recent visit to Australia, the Prime Minister of
Now Zealand (Mr. Praser) stated that the Australian Army was improving and
that Australia was all-out for the war. He stated that Prime Minister Curtis
and General Macldrthur were getting on well.
The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) stated that the
Australians were building two planes - a good pursuit plame and a dive

bombar. The latter they have hopes of being very successful. He sald
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be belisved that any attack which Japan could make on Australia now would
be thrown back.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) said the publie im
Justralis and Hew lsaland could not understand why thers is no second fronmt
in Burope. They feel, however, that if a second froot canmot bs lmunshed
at once that we need a viclory somewhere and should review the strategy
and determine whether we should not attempt a kmoeckout blow against the
Japanese. He stated that the defense of Australia and New Zealand did
not occupy their thoughts, but that the people of these two countries
think of them as bases for an offensive om the way to the Philippines.
Mr. Fraser stated that Japan is bholding Java with light forces and feels
thers 18 no necessity to attack Java in the firet instance. He sald that
whiis he had no informatios s= to what Jopen intended to do sbout Bussis,
that for his part he hoped the Japs attacked her becauss this would give
us landing fields {rom which to attack Japan.

The President stated that the farry route to Russia via Alaska was
well under way, but the Russians wanted to fly the planes with their own
pllots because they feared Japan would seriously objsct to the use of
American flyers, although the Russians have agreed that American observers
can acoompany the planes. The President said he beliewed that Germany wante
Japan to attack Pussia but that Japan seems unwilling. The President believes
there will be only six weeks of good weather in that part of the world from
Beptember 15th to Noveaber lst, and if Japan delays much beyond the 15th
she will never accomplish her objective. The President stated that he had
bad a long tﬂlﬂthhhudurh,whnhldhllhuthﬂ;hthmm:u

-2- SECRET

1 \Gyl aucu Jl iviao



o

FiLg,

By
-]
¥

resist to the last and the only way we would ever overcome them would be
to kill them and fight them in the streets of Tokyo. Aabassador Grew had
stated that the tortures in Hong Eong and other places wers mot overstated.
That there are still about 1,000 Americans in Japan and as many British.

The President, in sumsarising, indicated that our main over-all
problem was shipping.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) said that the New
Zealanders were guite ready tc turn their air force over to the United
States and work under United States direction. lir. Fraser szid his pilots
and ground crews could be used anywhare in the Soutlwest Pacdficj that he
has no desire to hold them in New Zealand proper. s stated that the ground
personnel and socme pilots will go to Ingland if they cannot be used in the
Southwest Pacific, tut they would prefer the latter. Mr. Fraser bslieves
they have a good many compstent men with nothing ts do because of the lack
of alrplanes.

HOTE: Captain McCrea did not attend this meeting of the Pacific War
Council dus to his absence on duty in Brooklym, N. Y., at the direction of
the President, to witness the launching of the U. &, 5. IOWA. The above

notes were taken ky Mr. Harry Hopiins.

JOHN L. MeCREA
Captain, U. &. Navy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

7 August 27, 1942

" MIWTES OF THE PACIFIC WAR COUNCIL
Present: -The President -
~Prime Minister Peter Fraser, New Zealand »
~Mp. Alan 8. Watt, Counselor of Austrelis Legation—
vir- I-'r B. Pearson, Canade--
~Mr. Osmens, Vice President cof the Philippines .
~Baron van Beetgzelaer, Counseler € Netherlends Embasey —

wir. T, V. China
+Lord Halifax, t Britain.
~Mr. Harry Hopkine .

The President stated thet it was evident the Japs were
planning extensive operations in the Southwest Pacific, but that
we hid no evidence as to where they were going to strike; that
it might be Fijl or an all-out stteck on the Sclowons.

As & result of his recent visit to Australia, Prime Minister
Fraser stated that the Australisn Army was improving and that
Mustraliea was all-out for the war. He stated that Prime Minister
Curtin and Genersl MacArthur were getting on well,

The Austrelians were building two plenes - a good pursult
plane and & dive bomber. The latter they have hopes of being
very successful. He said he believed that eny sttack which
Japen could make on Australie now would be thrown back.

Mr. Fraser saild the publie in fustralis ard New Zealand
could not understend wiy there is no second fromt in Europe.
They feel, however, thet if a second front cannoct be launched
at cnce that we need a victory somewhere and should review
the strategy and determine whether we should not attempt & knock-
cut blow against the Japenese. He stated that the defense of
Australie and New Zealend did not occupy their thoughts, but
that the people of these two countries think of them as bases
for en of fensive on the way to the Philippines., He stated
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Japan is holding Java with light forces and feels there is
no necessity to attack Jave in the first instence. He sald
that while he had no infermzticn as to what Japan intended
to do about Russie, that for his part he hoped the Japs
attecked her because this would give us landing fields from
which to attack Japan,

The President stated that the ferry route to Rusela via
Alasks wae well under way, but the Russians wanted to fly the
plenes with their own pllots because they feared Japan would
sericusly objeet to the use of American flyers, although the
Bussisns have agreed that American observers can accompany
the planes. The President sai¢ he believed that Cemany wants
Japan to attack Russia but that Japan seems unwilling. The
FPresident believes there will te only eix weeke of good weather
in that part of the world from September 15 to November 1 and
if Japan deleys much beyond the 15th she will never accomplish
her objective. The President stated that he hed had a long talk
with Ambassador Grew, who told him he theught Japan would resist
to the last and the only way we would ever over-come them would
be to kill them and fight them in the streets of Tokyo. Ambassedor
Grew had steted that the tortures in Hong-Kong and other pleces
were not over-stated. There sre still about 1000 Americens in
Japan and es many British.

The Fresident, in summarising, indicated thet our main
over-all problem was shipping.

Prime Minister Fraser said thet the New Zealanders were
quite ready te turn their eir force over to the United States
end work under United States directiom. He says his pllots
and ground crews could be used amywhere in the Southwest Pacific;
that he has no deslre to hold them In New Zealand proper. He
stated that the ground personnel and some pilote will go teo
England if they can not be used in the Southwest Pacific but
they would prefer the latter. He believes they have a good mamy
competent men with nothing to de because of the lack of airplanes,

H.L.H.
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SECRET

Mogust 14, 1942

MESORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFT

Durin: the couraa af the meeting of the
Pacific War Council held oa Auguat 12th, the President
dirsctad that I inguire of the Joint Chiefs of Staff as
to whethar or not in the Judgment of the Joint Chiefe of
Staff the time i3 now appropriate for the United Mations
to conduct a land offensive against the eneay on the
north shores of New Guinea.

Vaery reapectfully,

JOIN L. MeCREA
G‘th. U: 3. Hﬁ"
Nowval Aoe to the President
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at 11140 A. M., Wednesday, August 12th, 1942.

PRECJENT

The President

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affaire (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The Hetherlands imbassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philiprine Commonwealth (Hon. Zsrslo Osmana)

8ir R. 1. mhu, K-E.I-B-. C. B.- E.E. and H-P-' (mmt’.ﬂ‘
Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

Hon. L. B. Pearson, J.5.E., Minister Counselor, (Representing Canade
in the absence of Hon. Leighton HcCarthy)

Mr. G. 8. Cox, First Secretary of the New Zealand Legation, (Resresent-
ing New Zealand in the absence of lr. Hash)

The President informed the Councll that he hed just received a call
from Gowvernor Kielstra, the Governor of Dutch CGuiann. The President stated
that he told the Gowernor that the Tennessee Valley Authority had besn able
to produce aluminum from red clay, that, whila the process at the moment 1s
expensive, neverthsless Dutch Cuians should not fesl that their bauxite would
alvays be indispsasable to the United Btates or other large aluminua consuming
countries. The President remarked gensrally that mo country could saTaly look
ahsad for wery many ysars bacause of the unexpectad davelopments which sclence
ie sure to maks.

The Prasident statad that our oparations in the Tulagi area had, in

his judgment, made Australis relatively safe for the time belng, and that
these operations were going ahead satisfactorily. The President continued

v iw

SE{:RET dugust 12, 1942 !
MEMORANDUK : il
The seventeenth meeting of the Pacific Wur Counell took place in !

the Cabinet Hoom of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. C.,
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that he thought the press stories emanating from Australia were too "scary."
"Ne are in the Solomons, I hope, to atay, and in getting in there we have
geined a couple of moaths om our enemy."

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen [ixon) remarked that the training
program for pilots and the militia was proceeding satiefactorlly in Australla.

He remarked that as a matter of fact Australia has an excess of combat osilots.
The Indian question was raised. The President resarked that ke felt
that the Pucific War Council was no place in which to discuss India, but "we
will, anyway.® The President stated that he end Generallissimo Chiang Kui-Shek
had baen in correspondance with sach other about India, and while there was
some disagreement as to the method by which China and the United States should
sngage in this matter, nevartheless there was unity of thought a= to the end
desired. "In my judgment, India is not yet ready for home government. That
takes time. The training of thousands of persons over a number of years is
necessary Tor good government.® The Prasident thea pointad out the experience
of the United States, namely that at the end of our revolution we found thirteen
separate states which were wery loossly bound together by the Confederatiom.
We hava the same thing now, but the Confederation is now a Constitution which
was worked out after a nuaber of years of trial and error under the Confederation.
#If the Censralissimo and I could sit down together we could work this thing
out. The British Empirs should know that wa would aporoach this sublect as
tamici curise,' but they should further understand that wa would not interfare
in momething that iz essentially their buainess unless we wore asked to do so0
by both sides. Ome thing ie certain, open hostilities in India will slow up
the Upited Nations war effort.”
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At this point the President read a memorandum attached hereto marked (A).
The President directed that Captain McoCrea address a memorandum to the
Joint Chisfs o Staff making inquiry as to whether or not a land offenpive

e e e — e g

could pow be carried out against the ensemy on the north shores of Hew Guinea.
The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remarked at length about

radio propaganda. He stated that he felt that the Office of War Information |
was not approaching the matter in a realistic manner; thut s knowladge of

the mentality of the perscns towards whom the propagands was being directed
is essential. The President directed that Captain MeCrea get in touch with
Mr. Elmsr Davis and infTorm Mr. Davis of the President's wery keen interest

in this matter. Continuing, the President remarked that of course it is

wall known that types of propaganda effective in the Philippines would
produce an entirely different result in say Borneo and the Sulu Islends.

The Metherlands Ambssasdor (Dr. Louwdon) continued that whan the new radie
station is built in Australis, spare parts in quantity should be ment. The
Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) remarked that he thought that the Nether-
lands Ambassador and the British Charge and himself could very profitably get
together on the subject of radio propaganda.

The Chinese Ministor for Foreign Affairs (Dr. Soong) stated that radio
propagandn was most effective in Chins, but thut the Chinesa were particularly
appreciative of what the American planes were now doing thera. The bast
propaganda for China is "to send more bombers to operate against the enemy."

The conference closed at 12:40 P.M. BEo decision was mada as to ths
timo of the pnoxt meeting.

JOHR L. MeCRE)

Captain, U. 5. Navy
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July 29, 1942

SECRET

BRIGADIER GENEHAL W. B. SMITH
Secretary, Jolnt Chiefs of Staff

At today's meeting of the Pacific War Coumeil, the
Prosident asked that he be advised as to:

(1) The total number of United Mations' troops in
New Guinea;

(2) The propuganda efforts (radio) thet are being
directed towards the Netherlands East Indies
and Philippines, and the steps, if sny, that
are being taken to imsure propagsnda broadessts
resching these islands 1f und whem the reported

alteration of all short wave sats
to long wave sets is sccomplished.

(3) Whether or mot Umited Nations agents are being
sent into the Metherlands East Indies and
Philippine Islands for the purpose of enscour-
aging guerrilla sctivities against the eneay.

The next meeting of the Facific War Council ls sched-
uled for August 12, 1942, at 11:30 AM. It would be apprecisted if
the information rejuested could be made avalluble by th:t tize.

Very respectfully,

JOHN L. MeCREA

Ceptain, U.S. Navy
Baval ilde to the President

Regraded Unclassified
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MEMORANDUR

The sirxtesath meeting of tha Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabdnst fcom of the Exscutive Offices, The White House, Wasiington, D. C.,

st 11150 a.m., Fednesdsy, July 29, 1942.

The Prepident

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Netherlands Asmbassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Canndian Minister (Hon. MeCarthy)

The Australisn Minister (Sir Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Cerglo Oszana)

Sir R 1. mhll. I-G-H..B.. C-l-.. Ea !- and M. P« {mmllﬂt’u
Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

Wr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary of the Hew Zealand Lagation { hesresent-

ing New Zealand in the absence of Wr. Nash)

The Preaident remarked that it was a delicatas subject to discues, tut
he felt that something must be done to get India to help win the war. He
stated that he recogaiszed this was kr. Churehill's problem, but nevertheless
be was making bold emough to make certsin suggestions to kr. Churchill.

The President stated that an amusing incident had just occurred.
Hegotistions had been undartaken by the Preaiceat with Mr. Btalin to permit
an sir corps mission to proceed to Russin via Siberia. Yesterday, the State
Departmeat refused to lssue passports for thnt purpose and thin morning it
mas found that the Bussisn Embassy would not viea the pasaports for American
officers to enter Russis via Siberia. "Whother they get passparts or not,
or visse or mot, the mission in golng as scheduled,™ the President remaried

with emphasis.

e i L i, il A ;ﬂnﬂ———w
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The President remarked that he didn't think the Fussian situatiom
was as bad as the pasers set forth., Certainly lust Murch averyons thouzht
that the Germans would start their offensive no later than tha firsi of
May and that they would probably be in the Caucasus by the Tirst of August,
and that probably by the first of August Moscow and Leningrad would be
invested. This has not happened. We kmow that the Germans mus® be a good
six weeks behind their schedule. "Before we know it, snow will be covering
two-thirds of the German-Russian front, and mud the romaining one-third.
There is a tremendous amount of pessimism about Russia. I don't think

it is warranted.”

The Presidant stated that he was receiving a good deal of twitting
sbout the Aleutian Islands situation. "Thus far I am content to let the
silitary council prevail in this matter. We can't be strong in all places
at the same time, and I foeel that the militar  have Zivon the Aleutians
the proper weight to which their importance cntitles them. Don't mistake
me. I would rather have the Japanese out than in."

Turning to the southwest Pacific, the President stated that the
Jq--u-tuhhﬂﬁiuwtwrmlnmﬂnnlﬂndﬂ-t
this be didn't like. The Australian Minister (Sir gu-@ﬁnﬁixnn] stated that
he wan under the impression that Australis hed a division in New Cuinea,
but wasn't sure. is stated that he wan genmerally concernad about the air
situation in Austrslis and that we should undertake to have a higher
percantage of operative aircraft in that area. The landing of the Jupunese
troops at Buna is a direct threat to Port Moresby, and this port must be
held. The President directad that Captain MeCres make inquiry as o the
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pumbar of troops now in New Guinea.

The President stated that the United Statez is sending troops out
of this country in quantity, daily. Once the troops are out of the country,
that doesn't end the story. "Every time we send a divislon out of the
United States, we increass the supnly problsm. The shipping aituation
being as it 1a, this makes a real problem for ua to face.®

The Metherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) stated that the Japanese were
putting out much misinformntion about the Duteh East Indles. They are
principally claiming to be doing things which they can't do. As an example,
the Ambassador cited a recent newspaper story, emanating from Tokio, that
in the harbor of Surabaya alone, the Japanese had raised thirty ocean-going
ships. The Ambassador remarked that this was imposnible because only
eight ocean—golng ships were sunk in Surabayn. He stated that further
extravagant claims sbout the resuming of production of rubber, oil, ate.,
warse also being made. In ona place alons, it 15 known that oil is now belng
produced, and th.i.a in very small quantities. The Japanese are facing a great
deal of difficulty in their inter-island transport problem, and information
ll_l.l been received to the affect that they are dolng thelr utmost to build
wooden vessals to f1ll this need.

The President remarked that it would be a hapoy day for the Allied
Nations when they recover Timor. The President Turthor remarked that thare
is a great shortage of copper in Japan and that the Japs wero doing their
utmost to induce Chile to run the risk of selsurs and send copper ore ta
Japan.

The Chiaese Minister for Foraign Affalrs (Mr. Soong) remarked that

t9
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numbar of troops now in New Guinea.
The President stated that the United States is sending troops out

-fthh country in gquantity, daily. Onee the troops are out of the country,
that doesn't end the story. "Every time we send a division out of the
United States, we increase the supoly problsm. The shipping aituation
being as it is, this makes a real problem for us to face.”

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) stated that the Japanese wers
putting out much misinformation about the Dutch East Indies. They are
principally claiming to be doing things which they can't do. As an example,
the Asbassador cited a recent newspaper story, emanating from Tokio, that
in the harbor of Surabays alons, the Japanese had raised thirty ocean-golng
ships. The Ambassador remarked that this was imposnible because only
eight ocean—golng ships were sunk ia Syrabayn. He stated that Turther
extravagant claims sbout the resuming of production of rubber, oil, ate.,
wers also beinz made. In one place alons, it is known that oll 1s now baing
produced, and this in very small quantities. The Japanese are facing = graat
deal of diffieculty in their inter-island transport problem, and information
has been received to the effect that they are doing their utmost to tuild
wooden vessaels to fill this need.

The President remarked that it would be a happy day for the Allied
Nations when they recover Timor. The President further remarked that there
is s great shortage of copper in Japan and that tha Japs were doing their
utmost to induce Chile to run the risk of selsurs and send copper ore to

Japan.
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affalrs (Mr. Soong) remariced that
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he had been advised thut three Japanese ships hud recently arrived in
Bordesux with tin and rubber for Germany. The President remarked that the
problem of Fremch neutrality war rapldly aporoschine reductis ad absurdus,
"Germany is undoubtedly getting much materisl of war from France."

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Osmens) stated
that he thought it was wery possible that small boat communication could be
put into operation betwsen Australia and the Philippines, with the idea of
sending ald and comfort to the natives of the Philipnines to encourege them
to keep the guerrilla warfare going.

Cemsral discusslom was hsd aboul the charmcter of the United Nationa

propaganda now golng to the Netherlands East Indles and the Philiprine Islands.

The President directed timt Captain #cCres inguire s to what is baing dona
in this regard, and further, if anything is being done towards sending
United Nations sgents into the Netherlands East Indies and the Philippines
from Australia.

The President stated that we would socon face a renl problem with

many of our troops in tropical areas. la stated that he was under the

impression that we would shortly have to rotats thase troops with the ldea
of getting those who had served soms time in the tropics into a mere

temperate climate for purposes o recuperation.

The President stated that in view of the fuct that the Quasa of the

Hetherlands was expected to arrive inm Washington on Wednesday, 5 August,
that no meeting of the Pacific War Council would be held during that week.

JOHY L. McCREA
cﬂ.pmﬂ, U. 'F'-! '.-""I
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SECHET Joly 22, 1942,

The fifteanth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in tha
Cabinet Room of the Exscutive 0ffices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,

at 12100 o'clock mnoon, Wednesday, July 22, 1942.

President
Minister for Foreign Affuirs (ur. T. V. Soong)

' mm{h?.hmtumr}n}
Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash
U D1 x0n

Minister (Sir ixon)
e Presideat of the Philippine Commonwealtn (Hon. Sergio Jsmena)

R. I. Campbell, K.C.M.B., C.B., E. 3. and M. P. (Represeating
Great Britain in the shsence of Viscount Halifax)

Baron W. van Bostselaer, B. E. and 4. P. (Representing the detherlands
in the sbsence of Ambassador Loudon)

i

i

TITIIE
b

‘The President remarked that he had just recelved a ¢all from dYr. Litvinovw,
the Ambassador of the U. 5. 3. R. "He's a grand person but he ia a parsistent
pessiaist. He always sess the hola in the doughnut. His srincipal eomolaint
this morning had to do with the stooping of the Ruasian comvoys.® The Prasident
‘stated that he had sxplained to Mr. Litvinov that of the 35 ships of F-17, ut
least T0% had besn lost; this despite the fact that the escort was & most heavy
ons. The damage iaflieted on the convoy was accomplished Tor the most part by
shore based air, for which mo remedy at the moment was sapparent. The alternative
in this matter is to send the ships via the Cape of Good Hope to Basra. "Litvimov
was insistent. I sald to him, 'In view of the terrific losses of materisl and
shipping which we experienced in the last comvoy, does Russia still want another
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convoy seat in via the morth of Iceland. If so, I am sport emough to ssnd oms,
and I think Mr. Churchill would agres.'" The Presideat added that Mr. Litvinov
stated he would taks the matter under advissment. Mr, Litvinov also asked about
& second front, The President remarked in response to a question by a member
ﬂ_m_w.-hmwmu of Norway being used as n second fromt,
that ¥r. Molotov had stated that "Norway as a sscond front is a toy plstol.”
~The Minister from New Zealund (Mr. Nash) remarked that the objective

as he saw it was to help Russia. The questioan thit must be asked is, "Does
the loss of ships at such a high rate as experienced in PG-17 help anyone?
The answer is obviously tast it doesa’t.”

_The President remarked that he had asked Mr. Litvisov whetler or sot
the Bussians had any inforsatios about the Jspanese going into Siberia. To
this ¥r. Litvinov replied in the negative. The Presidesat continued, "I may
be wrong, but my hunch is that they »ill go ia between August 1-10."

The Presideat remarked about public opinioa in the United States,
stating that public opinion is made largely by the commentators and the
columnists who had little understanding of strateglc matters aad are Tor
the most part ratber shallow talnkers. "Forgst Egypt, ferget Chlas, forget

o N>
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everything, and get the little so-and-so's out of the Aleutlen Islands. 0Of
courss we want the Jipaness gottez out of the Aleutisns. We sust remesber
that at the momeat there are bigger things which face us.®

The Chiness Misister far Foreige Affairs (¥r. Socag) remarced that
the Russians should right mos be making all nocessary arrsagesents for
hostilitios if snd when they broks. To this 4ne President agresd, resarking

-"—-t.'-'--.lf.l- L e e

as be did so that the Russians still hops Japan won't iavade Siberia.
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The President announced that word had been recaived that tha
Japanase had denounced the Sesl Protection Treaty. This traaty, which
has been in effect for some 40 years, had saved the fur sesl from extinction.

. At this point the Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong)
@ave & map talk about conditions in China. He touched particularly om the
relationship of the Eighth Houte (Communistic) Army with the Genaralissimo,
remaricing that ever since Russia had been invaded by Germany, the relation-
ahip between this Army and the Generalissimo had been much more cordial,

It was alse pointed out that of all the airplane routss to Chungking, it
Aappears that the Sadiya-Chungking line is by far the most practicable.

This route had never been properly explorsd until recently when a represent-
ative of the Douglas Aircraft Company flew over it and found that the highest

a plane need fly was about 15,000 feet, instsad of 22,000 fest as had previous-
1y been supposed, This permits the transport plines to be loaded with 3% tons
of stores rather tham 2 tons. The principal difficultiess im the Chins situa-
tion are as follows: (1) To get small arms amsunition to China in quantity;
this is poui.hll of solution since the routes can be flown. (2) The sconomic
problemj Japan has now overrun the Chinese gramary. (3) The currency situation;
prier to Pearl Hurbor a currency war existed; the Japanese huve now Lasusd fiat
Boney throughout the occupied areas and have forbidden the use of Chungiking
money, and consequently there is no incentive for smugglers to bring in articles
needed by the Chungking government. Most of the dishonest currency tricks
were taught the world by the Germans. Rice and salt have risen in value to
about 30 times what thay were befors the war. Quinine is almost non-existent.
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No longer will a doctor's prescriotion alone assure one of getting guinine.
The user must appear in the drug store and take the quinine in the presence
of the dispenser. The bombers havs done good work in the Yankow—Canton arsas,

"Many are depressed about the Chinese situation, but I am not. I fsel that all

the problems which face China are capable of solution.®

The Australisn Minister (Sir %mﬁim] atated that consideration
should be given to the reopening of Torres Strait. The Prasident remarked
that this depends on many expert considerations.

The How Zealand Minister (ir. Nash) remarked thst s jood base should
bs had in the Solomons-Hew Hebrides area. That 41 such wers the case, Habaul
could be made untenable. ®Get scross New Guinea and we can upsst the Celebes
aituation for the Japanese.®

The meeting came to a close at 1110 p.m., and it was determined that
the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, July 29, 1942.

JOiN L. WcCREA
Gn'phin, U. .sa Ilv
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July 16, 1942.
MEMORANDOUDMN
The fourteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place im the

Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D, C,,
at 11450 a, m., Thursday, July 16, 1942.

sesldent

Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. Eslco van Kleffems)

# Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

Zsaland Minister (Hon. tor Hash)

Minister (Eir Dixon)

ce Preasldent of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio Osmena)
It w. Itcil-'-- C-B-, E. E. and M, Ps tml“‘m
Oreat Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

i

i

CERPEREY
1

P2

The President announced to the Pacific War Council that he wished to
thank the Vice President of the Philipoine Commonwealth (ir. Osmena) for
bringing to his attemtion the copy of his (Mr. Dsmena's) radic address
delivered over ths Columbia Broadcesting System at 4130 p. m., July 13, 1942,
on the program "Spotlight om Asia,® the address itself being entitled "American-
Filipino Partnership is Bataan.® Tha President resmarked that he was very
glad to mote that thie partaership was still on = going basis.
The President then resd to the Council the production figures of
sunitions of war as submitted by Mr. Isador Lubin, Chief, Statistical
Analysis Branch, Combined Chiefs of Staff, =
The President remarked that in one way, at least, the week just z
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passed had been ratber good. Rommel had been stopped and pushed back a
1ittle. Efther side, howewver, might win. The South African divisions
suffered heavy losses. A Eritish armored division has been landed and the
British tank strength in Libia is higher than 1t has sver been. TVery 1ittls
Mﬂmllirmhtabumnorinthuhlmthuwﬂth-mt.
The victory in Libia should go to the sids which ean build up its forces

the quickest. The Germans are flying meny troops imto the battls area. A=
usual, the Gersans are on the short end of the supply line while the British
are on ihe long snd. On the othsr sids of the ledger, ome matter of serious
imsort must be recorded. The current Russimn convoy (PQL17) was well bsaten
Ups Mflfﬁpﬂuntufthu:hip:rmlmt,lndi.tlr_rh-thutthlanm
will run as high as 75 percent. This represents mot alome u loss of huge

quantities of materials of war, but n tremendous loss of tomnage. This econvoy
was given a perticularly heavy escort, tut i the high latitudes through which

1t had to travel, daylight i» slmost contimuoun, this making an attractive
target for both air and surface ship operatioms. Tha guestion now seems to
bs whether or mot to comtimue this comvoy routs or to send the material iato
Russia through the Persian Gulf. ®I hope that Russia will agree that it is
better to get ninety percent in, than a mere thirty percent, even though the
route ba longer."

Land operations in Russia are not going too badly. The Garmans are
afraid that Russis will not hreak up this winter. *If the Russians hold out
this sumser, I think the United Nations will bs over the hump.”

From everything that can be learned, the Japanese ars suffaring Trom
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lack of tomnage. We get good reports from our submarines returning from
their patrols. Japaness ship production is mot high. The Office of Nawal
Intelligence estimates that the Japanese replacement capacity is about
25,000 tons per month. *I cannot agree that it is as low as that. I
think it more probable that they can produce about 50,000 toms per mooth.”
Information is reaching the United States from many sources that the
Japamese have set up trading companies all ovar the occupled Orient. It
is evidently tieir intentiom to exploit economically the countries they
bave overrun, to ithe ulsost.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) asked if anything further
had been heard from Lawal with refarence to the ultimate disposition of the
French ships now at Alexandria. To this, the President replisd that Wr.
Laval had gent him "an insulting despatch,™ the genaral temor of which
seemed to be that be could mot accept the President's proposal becauss of
the honor of France.® The President further stated that since Godfroy
had made an intimation in his despatch that Fremch ports would be acceptable
to him, that he, the President, had then sent a later despateh to both Lawal
and Godfroy, suggesting that Martinique be the safas haven for the French
ships. Godfroy replied that Martinique wasn't "the kind® of a French nort
to which he wished to repair, but rather the port of Biserte. The President
remarked that the record in these procesdings is entirely in the open, has

been given much publicity, and that in his judgment the British would be

"wholly Justified® in destroying the French ships were the British themselves
forced to ewvacuate Alexandria.

Regraded Unclassified



The President remarked in response to & cuestion from the New Zealand
Minister (Mr. Nash) that more snd mors within the country the French are
opposing the German occupation. Lawal's position is somewhat peculiar.

"He is trying to occupy a central position.® The New Zealand Minister
(Mr. Nash) then asked 1f the United States Charge d' Affaires in Vichy

was still looking out for the affairs of the occupled countries. The
President directed Captain McCres to consult with Mr, Welles, ths Undar
Secretary of State, in this regard. Hr. Welles informed Captain McCrea
that five days ago, Vichy notified this government that they regarded our
services in behalf of the occupied countrias as having terminated. PFurther,

that Vichy itself would now undertake to look after the intarests of the

occcupled countries.
The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) remarted that yosterday he had
received information from three diffsrant ssurces that food packages were

not getting through to the -risoners of war. To thin, the Foreign Minister

of the Netherlands (Dr. wan Klaffens) remarksd that Spain makes it diffieult
to get food packages through the country in view of brigandage. He stated
that it was virtually impossible to get cigarettes through Spain. In addition,
there is & bottlemeck in Portugal with refersnce to the transportation of
these packages. The President remarked that he had been informsd that
German prisom guards high-jacked prisoners of their food parcels by demanding
a portion of the food within the package in return for signing a receipt for it.
The President discussed at some length the danger of a German-controlled
Dakar, to the westarn hemisphers, sspecially Prasil,
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The meeting came to a close at 12155 p.m., and it was determined
that ths next masting would be on Wednsaday, July 22, 1942,
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SECRET July 8, 1942.

MEMORANDUM

The thirteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in

the Cabinet Room of the Bxecutive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,

at 11140 a. m., Wednesday, July 8, 1942.

L ]
e
L

FPresident
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Doong)

1

lands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)
Minister (Hon. Leightom McCarthy)
Zealand Minister (Hom. ter Nash)
dustralisn Minister (Sir 3

geeveee
i

=

Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)
Dirsctor-Oeneral of British Information Services inm the
United States (Bon. Harold B. Butler, . . and M. P.)

4

The Presideat remarked that the United Hations had passed through
difficult days since the Council last met., When Mr. Churchill arrived in
the United States on 17 June, the Lybian battle was well underway, but no

apprehension was felt. The fall of Tobwok was a decided shock 45 the

Prime linister, as it was to the rest of the United Nations. At the moment,

the Middle East appears to be holding, and it is trusted that as time passes

and relnforcemsants arrive, the British will be in & definitely better position.
The President continued his remarks by stating that he had recently

been in correspondence with Chiang Kai-Shek and that the Generalissimo

appeared to be greatly depressed. This downheartedness was no doubt due
to the fact that whea the Lyblanm situation became scute and something had

Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. Eelco van Klaffens)

ce President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio Osmens)
8ir R. 1. m. LG!'-GA. ¢IB.. E. E. and M. P, {h’p“'ﬂtiﬂ'
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to be dcne in a hurry to save Egypt, "I ordersd the Tenth Air Torce to
proceed to the Middle East and help EBgypt. Time for consultation with
the Generalissimo dimply did not exist, and something had to be done very
Quickly. I am sure if the Gensralissimo had been hers and had all the
hmm-'-hh,hm&hlﬂutnhwrw, but would hawe
urged that I take the action I did. If the Middle East falls, the problem
of the supply of China will be made immeasurably harder. The stand that
the British are now making on the El Alamein lime is a last diteh stand.
If successful, we can (1) reinforce the British, and, (2) seize the
initiative,®

Continuing his remaris, the President stated that Mr. Stalin had a
keen appreciation of the value of the Middle East to the United Nations'
cause when he (Stalin) agreed to relinquish to the Dritish some forty medium
bombers already at Basra and in condition to operata. The President further
remarked that he judged from this fact that the Russian situation may mot be
as serious as it now seems. "At any rate," the President remarked, "as soon
as the situation stabilises we will repay both China and fussla, with interest,
for the materials that had to ba diverted ®

The President stated that the submarine losses in the wantern Atlantie
continued to be bad. *The Navy told me in March that the situation would
get better and they have told me repeatedly since thea that it would get
better, but to date it hasn't. We are extending ourselvss to the utmost
to meet this situation. More aireraft and more patrol vessels are baing
assigned to the sea frontiers as they become availabls.®
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At this point the President read a memorandum from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, attached hereto marked (A).

The Forsign Mimister of the Netherlands (Dr. van Kleffens) remarked
that his govermment was intensifying the propaganda broadcasts to the
Netharlends East Indies. 0Oddly enough, 1t hae been discovered that
San Prancisco is by far the bast place from which to beam these broadcasts,
the enemy being able to "jam" affectively Melbourne and Sydney broadcasts.
Dr. van Kleffans furthar remarked that his government war most anxious to
improve this service. The President replied that Dr. van Kleffens should
sea Mr. Elmar Davis and Mr. Robert Sherwood, in this comnection. Tha
President further pointed out that it was most important to see that
propaganda matarial is used rightly, remsrking that the British Brosdessting
G;rp-ltluntthtmtnr the war made very bad arrors of judgment, in
that they falled to make a proper appreciation of the sort of material
which could best be used for propaganda purposes. Dr. van Kleffens stated
that his government has in this country a great many people who can speak
Javanese, and what is more important, have made a study of the Tavanese
peoples and know the proper approach to be taken. "Bvidently our propaganda
broadcasts are very successful, bacause the Japaness are condemning to death
those who listen to our propaganda broadcasts.” Dr. van Kleffens continued
that his government was in receipt of information from New Culnea and the
Celebes that resistance was continuing. He cited as an example that a
lieutenant in the field had recently sent a despatch to the affact that he
heard the San Francisco broadeasts nightly, but had been unable to acknowledge
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iﬂ-l until he had fortunately been able to gaizs an enemy radic station \
2
;

over which he was sending this information.
The discussion turned generally towards the Aleutlans. The Canadian

Minister (Mr. McCarthy) stated that he was somewhat concerned with the
presence of the Japanese in these waters. The President remarked that
gince the French-Canadians object to being sent owerseas, one solution
liﬂththtthqeaﬂdh-plqﬂum.

The President ventured the remark that all the United Nations should
wgive particular attention to the spy situation.® He cited the fact that
the Federal Buresu of Imvestigation svidenily had very good resasons to
suspect that some of the alleged Jewish refugees coming into our country i
mmuuthtmnfthum;mmt,m that a earaful search
was being made on the S. 5. DROTTHINGHOLM, recently arrived in this
country, because of this. "The Germans are anxious to got saboteurs into
this coumtry in any way whatscever, and it is difficult to pass judgment
as to which is the more despicable, the attempt to plant saboteurs in this
gountry by using the Jews, or the willingness af the Jews themselves to do
this. In any event, all refugees should be carefully watched.® Continuidg
in the same vein, the Dirsctor-Gemeral of Eritish Information Services in |
the United States (Mr. Butler) stated that it was a known fact that the
Germans were putting pressurs, through the Gestapo, on Jewa resident in
Germany to join the spy organisations, promising ameliorated conditions ‘

for their families in Germany.
At this point there was general discuasion about lerman police

-
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mesthods. The President, by way of personal reference, remarked that when
& young boy of about 10 years of age, he was arrested four times in Jermany
in one day, for (1) Xilling a goose with his bieyele; (2) H.d..'lnlc cherries
from a tree, the brancliss of which were hanging over a wallj (7) Wheeling
his bicycle through a railroad station, and (4) Wheeling his bicycle around
& barrier in the road. The President elaborated on the last named imecident
to the effect that he and his tutor whils cycling through Germany and enroute
to Strassburg, found thamselves suddenly confronted with a barrier in the
road. Since Strassburg was about three miles distant, the President and
his tutor dismounted and wheeled their bicycles around the barrier. Upon
mounting them to ride off in the direction of Strassburg, they were promptly
arrested by a German sentry who suddenly appesred from nowhere. They were
taken before the man's Colonel who informed the President that he was under
arrest for "trying to emter a fortified eity of the Rhine, on, with or by
& wheelad vehicle, after sundown." On being asked as to b~ ~ne could get
to Strassburg the Colonel informed the President that he should g2 back down
the road a couple of miles to s railroad station and thers take a train for
Strassburg. The Colonel did mot seem to have any answer to the statement
made by the President that the railroad carrisgs in which he would antar
Strassburg was "a wheealad wehicle arriving after sundown."

The President remarked that reports from inside Osrmany continued
to be bad. "It is my conviction that if Russia can hold out, and 1* the
Middle East can hold out, Germany cannot succasafully pass snother winter.
I am well aware that this is a very 'iffy' matter.”

-§= SECRET
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked
that China is "getting weaker.® ™®The loss of the Burma Road waz a distinet
blow to China. The thing that is burting the Chinese moet st the moment
is that the Japanese have outlawed all Chinese currency in cccupied territery
and have substituted for it Japsnese occupational currency. The whole
practice, therefore, of the Chinese buying much nesded goods in occupled
China has had to go out the window. The greatest danger which now faces
Chins is economic exhaustion. Inflation of the worst order is rife through-
out the country.” Ome encouraging thing is that the Russiane are now meeting
the Chlnese and cooperating in every particular.

The President then remarked that the Russians are cooperating with
the United States in that a survey of air routes from Alaska to Siberia i=s
now underway and that much progress is being made. It iz intended that one
af the air routee between Nome and Moszcow will break off a2t & suitable point
for Chungking.

In response to » guestion from the New Zesland Minister (Mr. Nash)
as to whether or not there wes any news from France, the President told
the Council of his offer to both Laval and Godfroy to furnish asylum to the
Freanch men—of-war now ot Alexandria, should the British find it nacessary to
abandon that port. "Laval bluntly turned down the offer, resarking as he
did so that it was an insult to France. Godfroy further turned down the
proposition, ut I expected nothing different from him. Our record in this
matter is very clear. We have made a definite offer to the Fremch and

unless something should develop, I feel that in event Alexandris is abandoned,
I should recommend to the British that they mimk the French ships before

leaving.* g SECRET
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The meeting came to a close at 1100 p. m,, and it was determined
that the next meeting would be on Wedneaday, July 15, 1942.

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. 5. Navy

SECReT

Regraded Unclassified l l
|



SECRET July 8, 1942

MEMOR:RDUM FOR
DR. T. V. SO0NG
h-uoﬂmqﬂthmm,ﬁmh
attached = copy of the memorandus which the Presideat
resd to the Pacific War Coumcil this date.
sttantion in invited to the seeret classi-

fiestion of thie papar.

I Vary raspectfully,
JOHN L. MoCREA
" U.3: hﬂ
Haval to the Presidemt
TlcCrgg g i

Attechment

"|’.'IH
The Chiness Minister for Foreign Affairs
15601 ¥ Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.

T «uu-———a--um—--rﬂ-—_—i——-d—u-ﬂ“ I
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SECRET July 8, 1942.

MDMOHANDOM FOR
THE SECRETARY, JOINT CHIEFS OF STATT

At tha meeting of the Pacific War Council
this date Dr. van Kleffens, the FPoreign Hinleter of
the Netherlands, announced that his government had
been Teliably informed that thus far, the enemy had
made no use of the many lakea in the interior of
Kew Ouinea.

The President directsd that this informs-
tion be conveyed to the Joint Chiafs of Staff for
further transmission to Gensral MacArthur in connsc-
tion with the projected operations against the enoay,

Vory respectfully,

JOMM L. McCREA
Captain, U. 5. Navy
Naval Adde to the Prasident

pe— o—— _ ¥ :
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e June 30, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAYF

Upon the oecasion of the last mesting of
the Pacific War Council, the Chinese Winister for
Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong) stated that he
was teh from his home govern-

memorandua on this subject be mads available for
the Pacific War Couneil at an sarly date.

Very respactfully,

JOHN L. WoCREAL
Captain, 0. 8. Havy
Haval Aide to tha Prealdent

' The President directed that I bring the
l above to your attention with the request that a

. |
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MEMORANDUS

The twelfth mesting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabiamst Room of the Bxecutive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. C.,
at 12130 p. m., Thursdsy, June 25, 1942.

PRESENT

]
-3
L]

President
Minister of Great Britain (The Right Honorabie Winstonm
of

]

X
!

Minister Canada (The Right Honorable W. L. Mackenszie

B

Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. Eeleo van Kleffems)
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

tish Ambassador (Viscount Haldfax)

t of the Philippine Commomwealth (Hon. Manuel Queson)
inister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

Zealand Minister (ilon. Nash)

Augtralisn Winister (Sir )

« Harry Hopikins

The President stated that, on behalf »f the regular members of the

:

FePEeve
i'EE!

Pacific War Council, he wished to extend cordial greetings to the Prime
Minilster of Great Britain (¥r. Churchill), the Prime Minister of Canada
(Mr. King), and the Foreign Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. van Kleffems),
remarking as he did so that the Council would be pleased to receive the
observations and comments of thease distinguished visitors.

In general, the President remarked that thers was "no particular

s o o O A B A v e e~ |

nows.* It now apoears that the Japanese carrier stremgth has Loen reduced
from twelve to seven. Three or four of the original twelwe were no doubt
eogverted merchant types, and not having beon tuilt as carriers they no
doubt lacked certain desirable features, but nevertheless up until now they

- 1 -
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I;; been able to carry on pretty successfully in their appointed roles.
The attrition that has gone on against the Japanese carrier strength has been
vory gratifying. In addition, with the loss of sach of the aircraft carriers
comcerned there must have beem a correspondingly heavy loss of embarked aircraft.
With reference Lo the Alsutian situation, the President stated that he
was "somewhat disturbed.? Continual fog, rain and wind malke aircralt operations
against the enemy in this area very difficult. So far as can now be determined,
the enemy forces in this area are "small, even somewhat infinitesimal as regards
ships and men.” Looking at the Pacific problem as a whola and without attempting
to svaluate the relative importance of the south and central Pacific, it would
appear nevertheless that the north Pacific is definitely in third place insofar
as priority of attention on our pa~t is comcerned. With Lhe remari that Canada
appeared to be "somewhat excited,® the Prosident asked the Prime dinistar of
Canada (Mr. King) for his comments. To this, the Prime Minister of Canada (Mr.
King) replied, "We ares mot much excited; we fesl that wa are in good company.”
The Presidemt then requested that tha Prime Minister of Great Britain
present his views on the general situation. The Prime Minister of Great Britain
(lir. Churchill) replied substantially as followa: "I have, of course, been
concerned about Lybia. We think that with reinforcements which are now enrcute
to that theater, the situation will be gotten in hand. I wish to here state
with what imexpressible relief we learmed of the results of the fighting in
the Pacific, both in the Coral Sea and Midway areas. The change in the list
of Jupanese ships as a result of ﬂhﬂl two engagements is, to say the least,
refreshing. I can now disclose that in the latter part of March and in early
April we wers much alarmed for the safety of Bengal and Ceylom. Very differemt
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18 that position now. Into India we have ut threas divisions, with mors on
the way. There are more British troops in India now than have ever bssn there
bafore. The Eastern Fleet will bs tuilt up to full strength by August. This
ﬂumdmtw.mpuiﬂmhthhrhlt,htnﬂuhMa
pﬂﬂmhﬁuimurpnutlﬂhllptuﬂhiu,ndlﬂnhtunyhm
a
2
1
i
1

and now that we will axtend ourselves t: the utmost to aid our Oriental ally.
It is our very definite hope that we will be able to take the offensive in
the Bay of Bengal area not later than November, 1943. What has happened in
Lybia will not set back this dats. The Japansse are making their first
important and decided move to wipe out Chinese resistance. Evarything
points to early action on the part of the Jepaness against Siberia. With
a war on his western fromt, Mr. S5talf. no doubt views the poasible attack
on Siberia by the Japanese without enthusiasm. The United Nations can rest
assured that Britain will spare nc means or methods to bring the aggressor
nations to their early and ultimate downfall,®

At this point the President remarked that the Japanese are in such a
position that heavy withdrawals of troops from the southwest cannot be made
since there is much resistance by guerrillas going on in the East Indies
and the Philippine Islands., To this, both the Foreign Minister of the
Netherlands (Dr. van Kleffens) and the President of the Phili-pine Common-
wealth (Mr. Quezon) added vigorous agresment. The President furthor remarked
that the Japanese were encountering such resistance in Timor on the part of
the Portuguese and that the Australian troops and New Guinea natives in the
Australian Mandates wers helping "harass the invader." The President further
stated thut authority had been given Genersl MacArthur to purchase at a good
price all rubber which could be smuggled into Australia; this will unquestionably
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belp to keep alive the resistance agaimst the Japanese.

The President of the Philippine Commonwsalth (Mr. Queson) remarked
that he had recently received information that Colonel Roxas, the one whom
the President had designated as his successor in cese he were killed or
foll into the hands of the enemy, was atill fighting bravely against the
Japansse in central Mindanao.

At this point the Prime Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churehill)
stated that he would "like to remark in conclusion®™ that he thought it wise
for the Council to adopt an offensive policy embodying (1) Operatioms
against the enemy to the northward from Austrelis; (2) Counterstrokes against
the enemy from Indiaj (3) Maintenance of guerrillas wherever they were located.

The President remarked that he felt it most essentinl that the guerrillas
be assisted in every possible way. "Every Japanese killed by the guerrillas
bastens the end of the war.® Plana for the offensive to the north from
Australis are now in a most confidential and advanced state of comnletion.
Cooperation from British seaborme forces in Trincomalee, the Prime Minister
informs me, can confidently be counted upen.

The Australian Minister (Sir trvn Dixon) suggested that sarly considera-
tion be given to opening up a channel through Torres Strait. To this remark
the President replisd that the matter was being "attended to."

The Prise Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill) told the Council
that he had & very gratifying conversation with Rear Admiral Sherman, lately
in command of the U. 5. 5. LEXINGTON, and that Rear Admiral Sherman had
particularly impressed him with the capabilities of dive bombers and torpedo
planes.

SECRET
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remariked that
he had just received a despatch from his government in which it was stated
that aircraft were being used for transportation purposes in the Indian
srea in an injudicious manner, in that this type of transportation was being
employed where other and slower transportation would do. The President
directed that Captain McCrea take up this matter with the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
The Presideat then informed the Council that information had been
received that the Germans, Italians, and Japanese wers planning a commercial
sir route botwesn their countriss vis Rengoon and the Middle East. Considera-
ﬂunlllmhmﬂmhﬂxm;mrthmmhlmuﬂibwhm
Russia, but that that route was looked upon with little favor bacauss of the
usually adverse weather comditions. The President remarked that everything
possible should be done "to make their vemture & failure.”
At this point the Prosident read a memorundum attached hereto marked (A).
The Prims Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill) at this point read
& letter which he had received from General Smuts recommending that every
effort be made to recover Rangoon and the Burma route. The import of Cenmeral
SBmuts' letter was that it was most important to support China and that the
quickest and best way to do so would be to reestablish the Burma route as a
supply line to the heart of China. In conclusion, the Prime Winister of Great
Britain (Mr. Churchill) remarked that General Smuts' proposal had his entire
approval and hearty endorsement. "I have great confidence in General Smmts'
Judgment.”
The President remarked that the immediate goal of the allied nations was

a8 SECRET
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to construct "more and more planes end arms per month.” In that mannesr we
shall bring the full force of our resources to bear at the earliest possible
moment, on the aggressor natioms.

The President then announced to the Council that invitations had been
extended ly him to General Smuts and Messrs. Fraser (Prime Minister of New
Zealand) and Curtin (Prime Minister of Australia) to wvisit the United States
at thelir esarliest convenience. General Smuts and Mr. Frassr have already
accepted, tut the dates for their visits have not been Pixed.

The next meeting of the Pacific War Council is scheduled for Wednesday,
July 1, 1942, at 11130 &, =.

The Pacific War Council then (1115 p.m.) adjourmed to lunch in the State
Dining Room, there being joined Ly the Secretary of State (Mr. Hull) and the
Under Secretary of State (ir. Welles).

L
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET June 25, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

The attached talegram frax ths
Generalissims to Mr. Soong was presented
to the President at the mesting of the
Pacific War Council this date.

The President diracted that I rafer
1t to the Joint Chiefs of Staf{f for consid-
aration.

Vary reasectfully,
JOHA L. =cCREA

cl.ptlin, 0. 8. 'Ifr
Haval Alds to the Preasident

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET

TELEGRAM FROM THE GENERALISSINO TO MR. T. V. SOOHG
DATZD CHUNGEING, JUNE 24, 1942.

Beyond what I have already telegraphed you I have no
further information about Japansse movements directad against Siberila.
There 1s however something worthy of attention. We have definite
information the Jupanese demanded that the German navy should take
common action with them, and the Germans have replied that their
naval forces have completed preparations.

What that common objective is I do not know but plsase

pass the above to the President, even as it standa,




June 22, 1942.

SECRET

MEMORANDOM TOR GENERAL ARNOLD

At the last meeting of the Pacific
War Council Mr. T. V. Boong asked Lhe President
l..fﬂmuiqhh:ﬂmwﬂu 'w
mili planes Wuu
h’!‘ﬂ" -
thdhhmildumlmﬂ.m.

Would it be possible for me to have
this information in time for the next meeting of
the Pacific War Council on Wednesday, 24 June,
at 11130 AMT

Yary respectfully,

JOHN L. MeCREA

W. U. 2. ll:q
Maval Aide to the Prasident

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET June 19, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR OENERAL ARNOLD

| At the last meeting of the Pacific War
Counoil the President directed that I inquire of
you, for Dr. Soong, as to the amount of freight
::-tnmmmpamwmumu out

m“i

In this connection the President remarked
to Dr. Soong = basing his remarks on General Breraton's
despatch CH-IN-3216 of 12 June 1942 - that he "thought
the air transportation going into China was eminently
satisfactory at the moment." Dr. Soong questiuned
this remark, and the Preasidont then directed that
I get the best information posaible,

Very respectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA

Captain, U. 8. Navy
Naval Alds to the President

Regraded Unclassified |
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S EU R :T June 17, 1941,

MEMORANDUMN

The sleventh meeting of the Pacifie War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. ©,,
at 11930 asms, Wednesday, June 17, 194Z, .

FRESENT

The President

The British imbassader (Viseocunt Halifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudem)

The President of the Philippine Commomwealth (Hon, Manuel Queson)
fne Chinese Minister for Forsign Affairs (Mr. T, V, Boomg)

The Cansdis= Minigter (Hom, Leightom MeCarthy)

The New Zealand Minigter (Hom ter Nash)

The Australisn Winister (Sir Dixon)

The Preslideat resarksd to the Coumeil that he was glad to introduce
tha President of the Philippine Commomwealth, the Hen, Manuel Queson, as &
member of the Couneil, stating that the Philippine point of view would be
most helpful in the Council's deliberations and that Philippine representa=
tien would make an additiemal peint of view avallable froem the Oriemt. The
President of the Philippine Commomwealth (Mr. Queson) remarked that it was
kiz sarmest hops that he would be able to coctribute something of wvalue teo
the Commeil,

The President remarked that a despatoh had been received recently
from OGeneral Stilwell to the effeet that the ferry plane situation.im China
was satisfastory, The Chimese Minister for Porelgn Affairs (Mr, Boomg)

questionsd this despatoh and stated that he would like further information
omn the matter, The Fresident directed Captain MoCrea to make inguiry of

Oeneral Armold im this regard,



The President atated that ¥r, Stalin now approves of flylng planes
from Aleska to Siberim, This was one item of bemefit that grew out of the
Molotor talks, The President continued that information was being requested
of Fussia as to airfield facilities in Siberia.

The President remarked that the Paocifie area, generally, was getting
on well, save for the Aleutians, He remarked that comversations were golng
on here with refersnce to the opening of new fromts im Afrioca or Eureps, or
both, Nething new is awailable on the gituation in Timer. The Hetherlands
Anbasssdor (Dr. Loudon) remarked that he had positive information that
fighting was still geing on in Tisor and in Javs and the Philippines.

The President of the Philippine Commomwealth (Mr. Quesen) advised
that he had but recemtly been informed that some 44 Fllipinos had been
exsouted by the Japamese for "helping the United Fations,”

The President stated that Midway survivers were reporting that
while they weres in parachutes snd rubber boats, they had bsen machine
gunned by the Japanese. The President of the Fhilippine Commonwealth
(¥r, Queson) reported that the Japanese consistently straffed aviaters
while the latter were descemding in their parsshutes, The British Asbassador
{Lord Malifax) remarked that he was under the impression that all this was
provided for by treaty, the gist of the treaty being that a parachutist
is fair game if he is seen to be deseending inte his own territery, but
it is not proper to machine gum him if he im descending into his enemy's
territory.

The FPresident reaarked that he had noticed eensiderabls inm the

press about the use of polson gas by the Axis nations and that he depracated



soch remarks. "] do mot think we should talk about it, The proper way
u:—n-m--muumnxm-umﬂrmmm
effectively,"”

The Prosident stated that Germany would be very streng if Fussia
oollapaed, in imoreasing mumber of despatohes srec being received from
Purope telling of dlsecntent in Germany and Ttaly., The Netherlands
M{N-lﬁll-}r-n-!ﬂtutulh—pﬂ_-idﬂudm
that eonditions im Oermany were mot good and that there was considerable
HM.MMhullmﬂnmth-wtdth-in—mh
to stiek it out in any event, The British Asbassador {Lerd Halifax) remarked
Mm““hmsmhtnthr'lﬂ-ﬂhmm-rm
in many respects. To this, the President repiied, "I am net certals of
that, BSevastopol, of courss, should have fallen, snd Gormany no doubt is
working against time. m.ummhmh-npiﬂrﬁtnmﬂ-
on the eastern front might deteriorate. The Ruseian supplios might glve out
and we might have greet difficulty in getting sarufsctured articles to them,”

The President then remarked generally about Japanese sircraft losses.
h-ummumwmmumunlutnmum
ﬂn-umuhhﬂlhrnuthtwmuhnnﬂlrwlutm
§ planss of the ememy daily destroyed in the Southwest Pacific. In other
ﬂ.ﬁ-munmu;—ummunm-mﬂuum
long run win the war. The cenadian ¥inmister (Mr. MeCarthy) remarisd that
hﬂ“hfﬁdhﬁﬂwhﬂimhﬂ“ﬁhh.ﬂwww
of their first=line military factories and move them to the vieinmity of the
Urals. Produetion from these factories 45 now ooming to a full capmelity.
The President stated that ¥r, Melotov remarked to him that if fighting

Reaaraded lInclacceifi |



contimued every day in the week, Russian supplies would mo doubt be used up
more rapidly than they eould be replanished. "This," remarked the President,

S LR T

"hehooves us to do sverything we can to get manufactured articles to Pussia
as rapidly as possible,”

The Britlsh Azbassador (Lord Halifax) them made reference to &
news story which had sppeared under a London dateline, in which it was {
gtated that the Japanese airoraft production was many times that which
1t was suppcsed to be, The British imbasssdor (Lord Walifax) remarked
that london could not trece the story and that he had asked his home
government to glve him 1ts best ectimate as to Japanese production. The
President remarked that Drigadier General Dooclittle stated that three planes
had hesn tpld off to bomb the Mitsubishi Adreraft Factory end that they had
done a good job of it,

The President remarked that at the last meeting 1t had been suggested
that feneral Armold go to Australis on an inspection trip. This proposal
eannot be carried cut in view of the fact that General Apnold's services
are required in this country. On the other hand, General Richardson has
been sent to Austrelia for the purpose of soquainting General Vaehrthur
with conditions in this country and in presenting the War Department's
point of view to Oemeral MasArthur, In comnectlon with this subject, the
President read a memorandum from Gemeral ¥arshall, affixed hereto marked (A).

The President further romarked that at the last meeting the Chinese
Foreign Wnister (¥r. Soong) had stated that consideration should be given
%o bembing the powsr plants st Shanghal. In this ecnnection the President
read & memorandum from Genmeral Armold, affixed heretc marked (B)., Im

'E X
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conolusion, the President suppested that Mr, Scone tell the Gemeralissimo
to get in touch with Oeneral Etilwell in connection with this matter, and
that 1t mirht be an excellent thing ¢ Demd the plants sz suggested, if
for mo other than econmomic reasons.

The Fritish Ambassador (Lord Falifex) queried as to where the Japaness
had retired to after the defeat at ¥idwmy, To this question the Prasident
replied that the best gusse seemed to be that those shipe that were uninjured
had retired to the Mandetes, while those that were injured had gone to the
homeland for repairs,

The ¥ew fealand Minigter (Mr. Mash) inquired as to the shipping
sitvation off the Atlantie Comst. To this, the President replied that
it was "bad," The President further remarked that hs had issued instructions
that convoys were to be instituted from Fastport, Maine to Trinidad, VNeans
while, every effort was bSeiny made to increase the mumber of patrol oraft
to operate againast the submarines,

The Australisn Minieter (Sir f—w&” Mxon) remarked that four of the
Japanese midget submarines had besn destroved in Sydney harbor. When gueried
as to the sitmmtion with refersnce to cil and pas stocks in Australis, he
remarked that, "Conditions are good so far as stowape is concerned, but the
smourts in stowape are insufficisnt for lens time operations becsuse of the
limited stowage capacity.” Fe further stated that the arrival of so many
shipe in Metralian waters necessitated a great deal of repair work being
done on them and that the ship repair facilities were being taxed to the
utmost,

The President remarked that delivery of siroraft to Australia was
now proceeding apace and that our staffs were working out an offensive in

Regraded Unclassified '
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the Australian area, The Wew Zsaland Winister (Mr., Wash) remarked that

as he understood, it had been the President's original conception to have
an officer frem New Zealand help out in connection with the combined staff
plans, remarking as he 44 so, that in his judgment General Smart should
partieipats in the discussions with referemce to Australis, The Australian
Minigter (3ir f—”ﬁ” DMixon) remarked that Australia was eager and anxious

to open an of fensive,

The Chinese Minigter for Foreipm Affairs (Mr. Sooms) remarked that
on reflection, he was ocertaln Pan=ineriomn Airways had much information om
tha Eiberian airfield facilities,

The British Asbassador (Lord Falifax) remarked that he was in receipt
of many telegrams in the past few days stating that the Germans were loading
ships snd lendingecraft, evidently with a northerly destination. The
President remarked that the destination might be Murmansk, Spitszbergen
or leeland,

The meeting was brought to a elose by the President remariking that
in general, shipping and the Russian front are the two most critical items
at the moment,

The next meeting of the Pacifie War Council was scheduled for
Wedneaday, June 24, 1942, at 11130 m.m.

JOHN L, MeCREA
I‘.I.ph.'ln. Us 8; ‘.""

-8 =



e A e s o SR Y VR 0 TN O Y RS S e (I R Y Y TR N

Ly June 10, 1942.
SECRET MEHORANDUN

The tenth mesting of the Paeific Far Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The Thite Houss, Washington, D. C.,
at 11130 a.n., Wednesday, June 10, 1942. No meeting was held on Fednesday,
June 3rd.
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Ambaspador (Viscount Halifax)

lends Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

dugiruilas At General and Minister of State for
External Affairs (Hon. H. V. Zwvatt)
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The President stated that the consequences of the nawval action off
Midway had changed our strategic plans in the Southwest Paeific and gave
ue the opportusity of taking the offemsive. It seemed likely that it would
ba possible to take the Andaman Islands, Christmss Island and, possibly,
Rabaul if our paval victory can be followed up vigorously.

The Presideat said the situation with China was little better.

The President reviewed briefly the sssignseats that hed been made
to the Pacific ares snd indicated to the Council thet American production
was improving very rapidly.

The Australisa Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Evatt)
reported upon his visit to London, indicating that he felt there was better
understanding thers of the situation in the Southwest Pacifie. He said that

-]l -
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they had air squadrons in Australis that were not equipped and indicated
that that wam a matter of great comcern to the Australian Government.

The ustralisn Minister (Strfesin Dizon) said the marals of the
American troops in Australin was excellent and that they had made o fine
lapression in Australia.

The President stated that thars was the sariocus politicsl problam in

s el T el ] e

America of having a wast army here in this country trained and ready to fight
and that our government was insisting upon our taking am appropriate part
in the war, not ouly ly sea and alr tut by our ground forces as well. He
paid the problem in the last analysis was one of shipping but that the
American Govermment had to comsider, in tho future use of ships, the urgent
problem of getting our owm ground forces om fighting fromts.

The President discusssd briefly the difficulties of a second froat
in Burope and told the confersnce that he had invited Fraser, Smuts and
Curtin to visit him at separate times some time during the summer.

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

HOTE: Captain McCrea did not attend this meeting of the Pacific War Counmeil
due to his absence on duty in Baltimore, at the direction of the President,
to meet King George of Greece. The above notes were taken by Mr. Harry

Hoplins .

JOHN L. McCREA
+ Captain, U. 52 Navy
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The President steted thet the consequences of the naval
action off Midway had changed cur strateglc plans in the
Souttwest Pacific and gave us the opportunity of taking the
offensive. It seemed likely that it would be possible to take
the Adamsn Islends, Christmes Ieland end, possitly, Rabaul if
our pavel victory can be followed wp vigorously.

The President eaid the situaticn with China was little
better.

The President reviewed briefly the aseighments that had
been made to the Pacific area and indicsted to the Cowncil

that American production was improving very rapidly.

Dr. Bvatt reported upon his visit to London, indieating
that he felt there wes better understending there of the sit-
uztion in the Southwest Pacific. He sald that they had air
squadrons in Australis that were not eguipped and indiested
that was & matter of great concermn to the Australian
P 2
Sir dewén Dixon, the Austrelian Minister, said the morale
the Americen troops in Australis was excellent and that
hey made & fine impression in Austrelis.

I
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and Curtin to visit him at separate times

Europe and
Smut.a

The President discussed brisfly the

The meeting adjourned at 12:30.
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Hay 29, 1942,
SECHET MEWORANDUNM

The ninth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Hoom of the Executive Offices, Tho White House » Mashington, D. C.,
at 11145 a. 8., Wednesday, Hay 27, 1942.

PRESTNT

-
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President

tish Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

erlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudan)

se Minister for Forelgn Affeirs (¥r. T. V. Soong)
Canadian Minister (Hou. Leighton dcCarthy)
New Zealand Minister (Hon, Walter Nash)
Harry Hopkins (after 12130 p.s.)

« A. V. Smith (In the absence of the Australisn Minister)
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The President opaned the meeting by remsriting that he had received
& letter from General Smuts which rather disturbed him. The lettar, written
from Cairo, set forth three principal items with which the Gensral was con-
cerned: (1) The safety of Egypt, Iraqg, and the Parsian Gulf, (2) the Indian
Ocean and the Bay of Bengal, and, (3) South Africa. The Presideat continued

that he had gathered the impression that Gereral Smuts might quite profitably
vigit the United States in order thit the General aight be the better aoprised
of the gemeral plan of conducting the war. The President further remaried
that he had "an idea®™ that Yr. Joha Curtin (The Prime Minister of Australia)
could very profitably visit the United States for the same purpose, this
since it is always helpful for people to lsarn about one mnother. The
President asked the British Ambessador (Lord Halifax) and the Australian
representative (Mr. Smith) what they thought of the propasal. The substance

-le
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of the repliss of both was that it would indeed be most profitable if the
proposed visits could be made. Tho British Ambassador (Lord Helifax) stated

in particular that it would be most useful if General Smuts could come to the
United States, that the General possessed a sound mind and that he had performed
invaluabls service for the Bmpire in Africa. ®Somehow or other, I feel that
General Smuts might decline to come, as he usually begs off about wisiting
London because he states he cannot spare the time." The President them
remarked that of course he would not invite Gemeral Smuts and Prime Minister
Curtin to the United States without first getting the reaction of Prime
Minister Churchill to the proposition.

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remarked that the Japanese
are working hard at the Surabays naval base endeavoring to put it in operation.
He further remarked that information was at hand to the effect that captured
crude rubber was being sold to Russia by the Japaness for gold, with which the
latter hoped to purchass war materials.

The President "wondered” as to food conditions in Siberia. The Chinese
Foreign Minister (Mr. Soong) remarked that there was no food shortage in
Siberia, in fact that there was "a great pleaty of 1t." The Hew Zealand
Minister (iir. Nash) remaried that New Zealand experienced its greatest compe-
tition from Siberia with reference to dairy products - "And good dairy products
they wersj they have modern machines and have imported Hew Zealand dairy
technicians to show them ths art of dairy manufacture.”

The President remarked that he had recently been informed that thers
was a shortage of scrap iron in Jupan, remarking that he didn't balieve such
%2 be the case. Ha stated further that he was of a mind that there was a

SECRET
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great deal of scrap in the Orient which would now frll into the hands of
the Japanese, and that they, with their well known efficlency, would proceed
to make usa of it.

At this point tha President read a memorandum, attached hareto
marked (A). The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) stated that all quoted
in the memorandum waa corrsct, but that the polnt that ha was tryimg to
mako was that the Radio Corporation of America was umable to get Tor its
station in New Zealand a tem kilowatt set which would permit trans-Pacific
telephone conversation. The President directed that Captain NeCrea ecomsmuni-
cate with the proper people in regard thereto and ses what information about
the matter could be obtained.

The President read a memorandum attached hereto marked (E). It was
remarked by the Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) that too much comfort could
not be had from the Russian shipping situation, despite the fact that Loase-
Lend materisl is being transported in thess ships. He stated that ha had been
reliably informed that the Japanese wara sarmitting the Rusaiane to im-ort
only what they, the Japanese, sanctioned, and that he thought it altogether
possible that the Russians were selling some of the materisl that they wers
importing, to the Japanese.

The President remarked that a few days ago, a rathsr despondent despateh
had basn received by Mr. Lauchlin Currie from Madame Chang Xai-Shek. The
President stated that he had to make a quick decision in the matter, so
directed that the Temth Air Force, mow in India, be placed under Genaral
Btilwell's command, to be operated as General Stilwell saw fit, in either
China, Bursa or India. At this point Captain HcCres obtainsd from the
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White House Map Room & compesition of tha Tanth Alr Force, which was
read by the President to the counecil.

Tha President then referred to a London newspaper story of recent
date that stated that simce the beglnning of the war the Japanese had
lost in tha neighborhood of 5400 planes, and that they had on hand at the
outsat of hostilities something in the neighborhood of 15,000 plmmes.

Purther, that replacements were coming along at the rate of sbout 700 a
month. GOeneral discussion about this newspaper item ensued, it being the
consensus of opinion that the figures stated in the newspaper article were
too high., The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) offersd tos hawe his govern-
ment check this story and make a report at the council's next meeting. The
British Avhsssador (Lord Halifax) further stated that if he were not mistaken,
the British Air Intelligence was of tha opinion that the Jupanese replacements
could mot be mads in excess of 400 planes of all types a month. Tha Preasident
remarked that with reference to the gemeral subject, information was being
received from cur fliers that the quality of the Jnpaness fliers now being
met in combtat was steadily deteriorating.

Tha President remarked that the State Department is in receipt of
many despatches from the meutral capitals of Europe telling of the steadily
deteriorating position of the Axis. Discussion on this statement ensued,
the President finally remarking that, while the indications were hopsful,
nevertheless "We can't, as Mr. Churchill has remarked, win this war by
hoping that Germany will lose it."

The President remsrked that the Martinique situation was wall in hand
and that our iaformation tended to show that Hitler was very much amnoysd with
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Mr. laval for not imsediately breaking relations with the United States,

Mr. Hopkins entered at this point (12:30) and took his seat with
the council.

At this polnt the President read a memorandum, attached hereto
maried (C).

The President queried Mir. Hookins as to Lease-Lend material now
belng carried in the Russian ships leaving our west coast ports. Nr.
Hopicins stated that ha had "a suspicion” that the Ruseisn shipe are suiling
largaly by permission of the Jupanagps,

The New Zoaland Minister (Mr. Nash) stated that the New Zealand
troops were now going to repain in Piji, and thet ghiles the dafenses of
New Boaland were desperately weak, nevertheless his government Talt it
botter that they go along with the recommendation of Admirel Ghormiey
in this regard.

The President remarked thst the patrol torpedo boats had evidently
proven themselves in the Philippines and that consideration was being givem
to largely incrsasing our program in this respact, with the idea of using
thes in the Southwest Pactfic and in the N. Z. I. when the offense starts. l

The next meoting of the Pacific War Council is scheduled for 11130 |

Bl y Tednesdsy, Tune Ird.
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May 25, 1942.

MESORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

The President requests that the Joint Chiefas of
Staff prepare draft of reply to the attached message, which
;nhmthmmwwh- Lauchlin Currie.

With the return of the attached despatch, it is
requested that suggested draft bs seat to me for the Pres-
ident's information and ultimnte delivery to iir. Currie.

Veary respectiully,

JOEN L. McCREA,
c‘?hlﬂ-, 0. 8. 'lﬁ,
Nawal Adde to the President.

Attachment

Washington, D. C.,
Hu;r 2'5- 1942.

Received envelope #24525-A for delivery to the Joint Chisfs of Staff
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MEMORANDIM FOR THE JOINT CRIEPS OF STAPP

The President requests that he be i{nformed as
to the progress that has been made in connection with the
survey of a Bouth Pasific Perry Routs, via the west coast
of Bouth America and the islands in the south Pacifis,

The next meeting of the Pacific War Couneil
s scheduled for Wednesday, May 27¢h,

Very respectfully,

JOMY L. WoOREA,
Captain, U, 8, Navy,
Faval Aide to the President,

Washington, D, 0.
".E.}-' ?..:':* ]F"}}Et

Recaived anvelope #24525 for deliverv to the

Joint Chiefs of Staff.

T%&n¥% and Orranization : k-
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Wy 23, 1942,

SECRET MEMORANDDN

The sighth meeting of the Pmcifie War Council took place in the

e 2] h“

Cabinet Toom of the Executive Offices, The White Wouse, Washington, D, C.,
at 11480 a.m,, Wednesday, Mmy 20, 18942,

e President

The British Ambassador (Viscoumt Halifaex)

The Chinese Winister for Poreign Affsirs (Mr, T, V., Soong)
The Camadian Minigter (Henm, Lelghten MeCarthy).

The Few Zsaland Minister (Hen, Walter Hash].

of Ambassader Louden),
Mr, A, V. Smith (In the absemoe of the Australiasn Minister),

The President cpened the meeting by mnnouncing that he had just
had a conference with Mr, Willlam Oreen, President of the American Federa=
tion of labor, Mr. Oreen informed the President that Sir Walter M, Citrine
was in this country to meet the representatives of imerican labor, Wr,
Oreesn, M, Burray and Sir Walter Citrine wished to have the President's
approval on the propesition of ssnding a delegation of working men all
over the world with the idea of (1) learning to know each other, (2)
observing labor conditions in foreign countries with the idea of inoreasing
and improving war production methods and morale, ote., and (5) galning
background for post-war relations with labor throughout the world., The
President informed W¥r, Oreen that ha had no objection to such a propositiom,
provided that the comalttee confined itself to studies and made no
recomsendations st this tie, The President contimued that it was well :
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imown that Russia and the United States are very similar in that they
are nearly "self-contained sconomically,” The reverse is true of China
and Britain, sinee China raises her food but has no mamufactures, and
Britain has many manufactures but a very limited mmount of food, The
Fresldent remarked that, for the time being, he would propose that enly
Fussia, China, the "nited Etates and Great Pritain collaborate with this
committes, The President made it elear that the cormittes would not be
an official body but merely have official samotion,.

The President remarked that thers was nothing mew in the Martinique
situation, nor in the Southwest Paoifie, Fe disclosed that there was a
eonsiderable concentration of ships in the waters of the Japanese homeland
and that while the locale of future cperations was at this time not evident,
nevertheless Japan could move declsively in one of many directions, i.0.,
the Aleutians, the Bawalian Islands, the Southwest Paeifie, or the Indian
Ocean, The Fresident, in response to a question by the British Ambassader
(Lord Falifax) as to when the nawal situation might be expeoted to olear,
remarked, "Oh, I suppose mnytime after the first of June,”

The Canadian Minister (Mr, MoCarthy) inquired ms to whether eor
not there was any change in the Fussian situaiion., The Presldent remarked
that Pussis 4id not wish us to deliver planes to her via Nome, but sugrested

that she send her own pilots to Neme to plek up the sireraft, The discussions

in regard to this proposal are still in the preliminary phase. The President
further remarked that the diffieulties of getting comvoys through to northerm
Fussia had been thoroughly explained to Mr. Stalim, who in turn cemplained
vigorously te Mr, Churehill,
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The Chinese Foreign Ministsr (¥r, Socong) ammounced that his
gountry was enxiovsly explorineg a new route to China, via Persia,

LN |
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Turkestan, Fussia, eto., and to this the President remarked that while
he was heartily in faver of the exploration of & mew route, we would
sontimie to furmish eid to China vie Sadiya as long as possible,

The Prosldent mentioned that he wanted instructions issued %o
Admiral Standley to get all the Wﬂuhmldq tha routs to
China via Porsis, Turkestan, sto. e gt de bl i

Tha Prasidsnt remarked that this rovermment had recently been informed
that there weare 104 sirports in French West Afrieca, the presat majority of
whigh are of recent construction, such constructiom having beem supervised
by Oorman enpineers, and that obvlioualy the presemce of these airports
presents a potential threat to our plene ferry route to the Par East,

The Yew Zealand Winisber (Mr, Nash) stated that should anything
happen to the cable at Farming Island, communioations to the southwest
Pacifie would be in a bad wey, It was suprested that steps be tzken to
see that the cable was paralleled with redio.

The New Zsaland Mimister (Mr, Nash) then inquired as towhether or
not the ocoupation of Wallis Island had been mccomplished. In mnswer to
this question the Prosident stated that while the cocupation had not yet
been accomplished, 1t mo doubt womld be scoomplished about 2820 May,

The President then remarked that he was not sure that we should go ms far
in the ease of Wallls Tsland as had been done in the case of Madagascar i
and Martinique, 1.,0., in guaranteeing to return to the Fremeh their terrie

tory upen the conclusion of the war, The President remarked that he felt
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that the United States should make very certain at the end of this war that

the islands of the Pacific would mot in the years to come be used against us.
It was remarked, and generally agreed to, that the Fremch did not seem to be
very rood colonisers. Indo=China was specifically cited in this resard, The

e e w2 e i i

fhinese Porsipn Mnister (¥r, Soons) remarked that the Fremch had exploited
Indo=China o the 1imit, but had never done anything sbout educating the ‘i
natives or sbecursaging thes to aspire to selfegovermment. In this respect
it was sbated that the Froneh conduct with reference to thelr colonies was at
oons!dorable variance with the gemeral practice of Great fBritain and tha
Toited States to encourars natives to partisipate in selfegovermment ¢o the
1i=dt of thelr eapabllities.

The Chinoes Poreign Minister (¥r, Soong) stated that the Japanese
forece sttacking Chungking vie Indo=China wes more 1iksly o sucoeed then
was the sttask via Turma, The Japanoge peen very anxious to break up all
air routes.

The President remaried that any swall island in the Pacific was
ocompletely vulnerable to mn attack in force.

The President amncunced that Admiral Chormley had arrived in Auckland,

The President further stated that it would be a great help if there
wars an sffective censorship from South America to Jermany and Japan. Tt was
alsc remarked that it might penerally be expected that there would be m
slowine down of air mail across the Atlamtie, A survey of tho mail sitvatiom
shows that a great deal of this mail can be put in the "ohit=chat" class,.
Mail has always been given priority over passengers, Muring the emerpeney,
the reverse of this will prewail,

The New Zealand Wimister (Mr. Wash) stated that articles from

es SECRET
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TIME and NEWSWEEK were appearing in the Oerman brosdoasts ms propazanda
against the Tmited States, and queried as to how this oould happen, He wes
informed that TIME publishes & speolal alr =aill sditiocn lor South Amerioan
subseribers and that nmo doubt this was the cutlet by whiech the articles were
obtained in Germany, The Hew Zealand Mimigter (Mr, Nash) them recounted to
the Couneil listening to station D-E-B-U-N=K, obviocusly & German proparanda
station which is broadoasting destructive propaganda against the United States.

The President told the council of his conwversation with "rigadier
General Noolittle with reference to the air rald on Jepan, General Doolittle
stated that he specifically instructed that the Tmperial palase in Tekio
not be bembed. To this the Chinese Fereign Minieter (lr, Soong) remarked
that it should have beem bombed, ss "the madder we get them (the Japaness)
the less they will thimk, I think it's about time to remove the sacred hale
with which the Japaneses have almost surrounded their emperor; in other words,
blow up Feavenl In my judgment the Japanese are now at the maximum of thelir
output, snd anything we do to them eouldn't spur them to greater effort,"

The President directed Captain WeCrea to find out if amy Fussian
ships had recently called at any British Columbla or nerthwest U, 8, ports,

The President direscted that inguiry be made ms to what progress was
being made in connection with the survey of a south Pacifie ferry route, via
the west coast of South Amerioca and the islands in the south Pasifie,

The President then remarked that he thought the eouncil sould very
well st this time, without petting into postewar problems, adopt the slogan
of "Japan for the Japanese,”

The next meeting of the Pacific War Couneil is scheduled for Wednesday,

May 2Tth, 1942,
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SECRET

MEMORANDUM

The seventh mesting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Hoom of the Executive Offices, Ths White House, Washingtom, L. Cay
st 11830 a. m., Wednosday, May 13, 1942.

PRESINT

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (DUr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Cansdian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

The New Zsaland Minister (Hon. Walter Naah)

Mr. A. V. Smith (In the absence of the Australian Minister)

The President opened the meeting by giving the Council a brief
sumaary of the trouble in Hew Caledonia. It appears that the Tras French
High Commissioner, shortly after his arrival in Mew Caledonis, arrestad
Governor Sautot and four members of his stalf, end deported them to Walpole
Island. This was sn exceedingly unpopular move, and the populace responded
by declaring a gensral sirike and the militia making High Commissioner
D'Argenlieu & virtual prisoner. The High Commissioner demanded of Genaral
Patch that he use Americsn troops to suppress this rebellion against
constituted authority. General Patch declined to do this and kept aloof
from the entire proceedings. In due time a despatch was sent to Gensral
DeGaulle by General Patch setting forth the situation and contalalng tha
statement that unless the situation clarified, he, General Patch, would
declare martinl law, reserving howesver, to D'Argemlieu, the right to
cosmunicete with General DeCaulle wia cipher. It bapplily turned out,
however, that a wery Tew hours before martiel law was dus to be declarasd,
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DYArgenlicu capitulated to the extent that he ordered ths returm of the four
msmbars of Governor Ssutot's staff to New Caledonis. This action appessed the
populace amd ordsr was quickly restored. D'Argenlieu himself stated that he
would shortly leave New Caledonia. Governor Sautot has been ordered by
General DeGaulle to repart to him in person im Londom, with & view to his
assigoment to duty elsewhere. I

The British Anbassador (Lord Halifax) remarked that he falt 1t
would be a wise move for the Free French Committes in London to anmounce to
the world that General DeGaulle i2 only the military member of the Comsittes.
The President remarked that the statement from Gemeral DeGaulle, st the same
time, that he had no desire for power and that he believed in a democratic
form of government, would have s wholesome effect on ths relations of the
Pree French people everywhere.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) remaried that it would no doubt
interest the Council to kmow that the bombers which have bsen used against
Britain in the recent bombings by the Germans have without exception come from
training units. Lord Halifax remarked that this was indicative of one of two
things - either the Germans are getting short on bombers or they ware conserv-
ing their supoly of first line bombers for duty elsswhers. In any evant,
the employment of this type is indicative of the fuct that thay did not have
sufficlent modern bombers to employ them everywhere.

The Canadian Minister (Mr. MeCarthy) announced that the Otiaws confersace

was to start on 17 Uay,
In response to an inquiry by the President as t) whether or not
aviation training operations were going om in Australia, Mr. Smith stated

-2 -
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that the Australian airmem are being trained in this country and Canada for
ths reason that all Australisn training centers have now become operational
centers.

In response to a question by tha President as to whether or not
Commandos are being trained in Australia sad New Zealand, Mesars. Nash
and Smith replisd in the negative.

The President remaried thit a despatch had recently been received
from General MacArthur in which it wap stated that in the General'’s opinion
*the best way to help Rusaia is to start an offensive against the NEIL.®
*This, said the Presidemt, "is in my judgment circuitous thinking. I am
of the opinion that the Japanese are as anxious to avoid war with Fussia
as possible, and that the Russians are equally anxious to avoid war with the
Japanese." To this observation there was general agreement,

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) them read to the Council a
despatch from his home govermmsnt in exile in which it was remarked that
during the recent conversations at Salsburg between Hitler and Mussolini,
considaration had been given to the proposition of Carmany starting a paaces
offensive against Russia. The quid pro quo would be that (1) JSermany would
agree to take all agricultural export production from Bussia lor the next
25 years, and (2), the Russian boundaries would be restorsd as of Jume, 1941.
It was further stated in the despatch that if Russia did mot secept this
offer of the Germans, Jspan would attuck Russis in the Far Bast. The
Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remaried thnt this seemed at first blush
to be a fantastic proposal, "but on the other hand," he remarked, "this
information has been received from a German anti-Hitler source that in the
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past has always served us well."

The President stated that he had been informed thut Mussolini had
demanded of Hitler something substantisnl which he could show to his people.
Mussolini demsnded a fres hand in dealing with the French, and agnin renswad
his demands for Tunisia and Corsica. Hitler's reaction to Mussolini's demands
ig not known.

The President stated that he had recently received information from at
leazt two sources that the Russian Ambassador (M. Litvinov) was in a gloomy
frame of mind about Russia's prospects. The British Ambasssdor (Lord Halifax)
remarked that it is altogether possible that the Russian Ambassador had taken
this stand in order to hasten ths opening of & second fromt. At this point
the Presidesnt read two mesmoranda, attached hereto marked (A) and (B]).

The President further discussed April production figures as Turnished
by the Chief, Statistical Anslysis Branch.

At this point the President inquired as to the food situation in
Hew Zealand and Australis, and both the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash)
and Mr. Smith stated that there was no shortags of food in elthor Dominion,
The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Yash) remaried that in his judgment, much
shipping could be saved by tuying locally much of the food necessary for our
armed forces in Australis snd New Zealand. The New Zealand Minister (Mr.
Nash) remarked that over and above current requirewments, New Zealand has
in storage as & reserve, in excess of 100,000 tons of beef, 37,000 tons of
cheese, and 40,000 tons of butter. He did admit, however, to not as wide a

variety of fresh vegetables as are found in ths United States.
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The Chinsse Minister for Foraign Affairs {¥r. Soong) remarked that
the Japansse had axtendad themselvas gomewhat in Burma and th.t the Chinese
troops wers =annoying® the Jupaness very much. "Ne are more gonfident of
Mm‘thr-tfrulndo-ﬂhiumnnmfmmm. fven no, the
Iwmltin;wn 45 go before they can enter China proper.” The
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) further remarked that the
air transport scheme 1s, in the opimnion of his government, most important,
{n that it should be put {nto operation at once.

It was decided that the next two mestings of the Pacific War Couneil
would take place on 20 and 27 May, 1942, respectively, st 11130 a. m., in the

Cabinet Eoom of the Execullve Offices.

SR
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
the Japansse had extended themselves somewhat in Burma and th:t the Chinese
troops were "annoying® the J.paness very mich. "We are more confident of
holding the threat from Indo-China than we are from Durma. Evan nso, the
Iw-hnllwm:togohfmthqmm-rﬂmmpw.' The
Chinese Mimister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) further remarked that the
air transport scheme is, in the opinion of his government, most important,

in that it should be put into operation st cnce.
It was decided that the next two mestings of the Pacific War Couneil

would take place on 20 and 27 May, 1942, respectively, st 11130 a. ma, in the

Cabinet Eoom of the Executive Offices.
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May 6, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

At tarday's mesting of the Pacific War
ﬁ-ﬂl,ﬁ-hﬂﬁtlhmﬁﬂhﬂlhdmhhfuﬂd
as to the following:
(1) What is contemplated with reference to
United Nations' sulmarine mctivity against the
enemy in the Bay of Bengall
W

(2) What progress is being made in connection
with the study of a proposed "Fighter Ferry Route®
from the Marquesas to Australia?

The next meeting of the Pacific War Council
is scheduled for 11130 a.m., May 13, 1942.

Vary respectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA

Captain, U. 3. Mavy,
Naval Aide to the President.

| Regraded Unclassified I
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Moy T, 1942,
MEMORANDUM RECEIPT
Received one envelops bearing

Registry Mo. 2475 for delivery to the

Joint Chiafs of Staff.,
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SECRET May 6, 1942.
MEHORANDU M

The sixth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet floom of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11130 a.n., Toesday, May 5, 1942,

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudom)

The Canadian Miaister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

The New lealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Mr. Harry Hopkins

lr. &. V. Saith (In the absence of the Australian Kinister)

The President remsrked that "At last the United Natioms are on the

of fensive.® This remark was made with particular reference to the Fritish
sssupstion of Madagascar Island. The President told the Coumcil the
Ssubstance of his message to Viehy, the important item being that the
dction of the British had the hearty approval amd support of the United
States Governmemt. The President further told the Council that a Maval
Sask feree had been in action in the southwsst Pacific, with gratifying
results, but that this inforsation was givem to the Coumcil members in
strictest confidence. The point was raised as to the attitsds of the
United States Covernment towards Martimique. The President replisd that
be regarded that situstion as "an easy one,® and that with the passing of

H-thrqlbduuumuho—.mt.
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The President remarked that a despatch had besn sent to Deneral
m to obtain the latter's personal views as to the next objective
of the Japansse.

e The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon) stated that some program
for the arming of Hollanders should be undertaken. He thought the best
1des would be for the British to drop arms and ammumnition from aireraft
!‘].)'.:Iln: over Holland. ™A grest deal of this would no doubt be lost, tut
I am convinced that enough arms and ammumition would reach the oroper
people to make the project well worthwhile.® The British Asbassador
(Lord Halifax) stated that General Delaulle was very willing to have the
_-mll.tiun to Germany centered around an idea rather than himself. The
Mtrmmth. thought it would be & fine thing to have

released in London something slong thoe foregoing lins, i.e., that a state-
ment be issued with the full suthority and approval of Geperal DeGaulle

Mmmthmhdhm-:th-'umtim'w'?ru
French Movement,® snd not by his (DeGeulle's) name.
_mmmmrwrmurmn (Mr. T. V. Soong) made a
iﬁ-t with reference to the restricted number of air routes now available
to China as the result of the collapse of the defense of Burma. The burden
of Mr. Scong's remarks was that a modicum of supplies must be kept moving
to Chinaj that this is necessary in ordar to keep the morale of the Chinese
bolsteresd. He remarked that China would, of course, like to get as mamy
supplies as possible, but if this was mot feasible, any small trickle would
belp. Mr. Soong stated that the Chiness troops could be depended upon to
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glve a good account of themselves. Hs stated that he was disturbed to learn
that the Japanese are now attacking Chine through Inds-China. 1In connection
with this subject Mr. Hopkins remarked that consideration was being given

by the War Department to converting a certain nuaber of f-engined bombers

to transports. At first blush it would seem that this would not be an
sconoaxical employment of 4-engined bombers, as that type of plame is not
readily adaptable for use ms a freight carrier. Mr. Hopkins stated, howaver,
that the decislion im this matter had not been made, but would be made at an
early date.

At this point the President directed & question to the Chinese
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) s to whether or mot his government
hed any idea that Japan would attack Russis thie summer. To thie, the
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affaire replicd that he rogarded such an action
on the part of Japan as highly improbabls unless it was sesn that Russia
was In great difficultiss on her {Russia's) western front. The President
then remarked to Mr. Soong that he was at liherty to tell the Generalissimo
that we were making every possible effort to assist the Chinese in their
splendid stand against the Japanese, and that the matter of air transport
is recelving serious consideration. At the same time the President remarked
that he would be pleased if Mr. Socong would gat the Gemeralissima's reaction
to the propositios that eocolie trains be established across the mountains.

*I have a shrewd guess that it would be quits feasible to carry a lot of war
material across the mountains by coolis traim. It might not be an economicnl
thing to do, but it would unquestionably get some material through,® T, thia,
Mr. Socong replied that the country which the coolie trains would have to
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traverse is very rough and inhospitable. A good deal of manpower would
have to be expended to carry their rations through this wasteland. "It can
safely be said,® resarked ¥r. Soong, "that all possible supply routes aow
open tc us ars teeming with difficulties.™ At this point the President
dirscted that Captain McCrea inquirs of the Chiafa of Staff if anything

is contsmplated in the way of sudmarine action on the part of the United
Hations in the Bay of Bangal,

The Prasident then explainad to the Council that Great Britain and
the United States have a vast quantity of material which can be supplied
Russia, but that this quantity of material is grsatly in excess of the
shipping facilitiss, The term, "shipping facilities,” in this instance,
mist include the conditions under which ships can go to ssa. The supply
of material to Ruasia 18 no longer & mere convoy job, but is a nawal
operation - this because of the ice and the opposition from German air,
surface and subsurface craft. It was remarked that all "heavy and naeded
stuff* can be gotten through, and that Mr. Stalin and Mr. Litvinov have
boen =0 advised.

At this point the President directed that Captain NcCrea inquirs as
to (1) the progress being mede by ths Chisfa of Staff in the study of the
Marquesas to Australis ferry line for pursuit planes, and (2) production
figures of war meterials for April. It is desired that these two items
be ready for the next meeting of the Council.

The Council then descided to mest next at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
May 13, 1942.
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New ZeaLanp LEsaTioN
WasHinaTon, D. C.

5th May, 1942,

Dear Captain MeCrea,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 4th May and wish
to thank you for your courtesy in sending me a copy of the letter which
Mr. Donald M. Nelson addressed to the President on the subject of
the Walthall process developed by the Tennessee Valley Authority for
making aluminium (rom clay.

1 would be very pleased if a copy of the report to be
submitted by the Committee of the National Academy of Seciences on the
investigations now proceeding, could be made available for the information
of my Government.

i
|

Yours sincerely,

Captain John L. McCrea, éj/
Naval Adde to the President,

The White House,
WASHINGTON. D.C.

Regraded Unclassified
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/ Mey 4, 1942.

dy dear Er., Minister:

At the direction of the Prosident I am sending
to you the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Donald i.
Helson.

Sincerely yours,

JOHN L. McCREA,
hphl.‘l' 0. 8, .m.
Haval Adde to the President.

Regraded Unclassified |



A THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 4, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN McCHEA

Will you be good enough
to see that Mr. Nash gets the
enclosed copy of letter from

Donald M. Nelson?

F. D. R.

Regraded Unclassified



April 29, 1942

&

The White House

in comnection with the
juthority for
A Comndittee of the
used at various times to
of the large mumber ol pro-
made a thorough
method and of the pilot plant at Musele Shoals

24,
ty

latter

by the

the

or & number of monthsa.

'm“u"

on the [
aluminum from cley,

April
war Production Boerd has bad thls pro-

aof

Ew

m:

when

Lilienthal of the TVA requested
proeess until
been mads.
the Committas
us to whether it can be considered
of aluminum and will, at
yrocedurs the WPB

have been clarified,
tion as to the

a formal report on the

and 0r,.
of the doubtful points had
process
to the WPB
large seale productlom
ts
tar.

There were certain features of the procesa which needed

aluminum paper weight
tion to your Hyde Park Library

herewith

Very truly yours,

{31gned) Domald M. Nelson

w'im

Enclosure

e = a2

Bromom
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May 1, 1942.

SECRET
HEMORANDUN

The fifth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Fashingtom, D. C.,
at 11145 a.m., Wednesday, April 29, 1942.

PRESENT

The President

The British Asbassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Australisn Attorney General and Minister of State for
External Affairs (Hon. H. V. Evatt)

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Mr. Harry Hopkins (Bntersed at 12:30)

Ths President remarked on a waristy of subjects, substantially as
followss

(a) The French were notified in the Prosident's spesch of 28 April 1942,
that the United Mations would prevent, by force if necessary, Gormany's use of
Prench territory.

{b) The Free French situation is csusing concernm to both the President
and the Prime Minister. Briefly, there is a tendency amongst the Free Fraench
to divide into two groups, i.e., the DeGaullists and thoss opposed to DeGaulle.
DeGaulle, himself, sesms to be wery difficult to handle.

(c) The President has directed the Chiefs of Stalf to make s study of
the proposal of flying pursuit planes from the Marquesas to Australia wla
the Tuamotn Archipalags and other islands to the westward. To this end it

would be necessary to establish an assembly plant in the Marquesas and servicing
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points along the ferry route. If such a plan wers possible, it would greatly
relieve the shipping situatiom.

(d) The shipping eitustion, with reference to Russian comvoys, is
disturbing. Ships are banking up in Iceland to such an extent that the
facilities of the ports of that ialand are no longsr able to accommodate
shipping in such quantity. The Admiralty has come to the conclusiom that
thmtﬂnmtuhnﬁhmlmnm-nwt]ﬂ:,htl
oaval operation. This eituation results from the presence on the Norweglan
coast of the heavy German umits and the basing of German sub-surface and
aireraft in northern Norway. This situation will be aggravatsd with the
coming of the long daylight hours. Further, ice conditions cannot be
regarded as good umtil about 15 July. The President remaried that in the
sarly stages of our "Ald to Russia,” we wer: unable to meet our comaitments.
I-r,hm,umhlhubhtumthnm-ihmhnditis-dht!.nct.
disappointment not to be able to keep our promises to the Russians. Generaliz-
ing, the President remarked that he "supposed" that the contribution which hed
h--hbthuwuh:hhn-hmwufﬂuhry-Wmnhmt
five percent of fusaia's total squipment. In response to an inquiry from
mmuhmtmmwofﬁ-;mﬂmtim,
hthmtmmmMnumwﬂ
"The general altuation is as good as can be sxpected,*

{i}hﬂhﬁmh%ﬂuﬂﬂl-r—iﬂlfwmmnm,
unchanged. hﬂhnru_ﬂdtut-imnth-unkhnhﬂhminmch
'uhmnfthbiﬂlhﬂpl-ﬁcurﬂnhhuhohudmtm-mm
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in Argentina, and that that officisl expressed himself as cortain that
Argentina would ultimately get into the war "om tha sids of ths winmer."

The Australian Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Bvatt)
asked if there was any news of Japanese intentions with reference to the
Far Esust. The President remarksd that in visw of the siseabls concemtra-
tion of combatant units now underway in the Truk area, that it was quite
poseible for the Japanese (1) to strike to the sastward at our lines of
commnication, or (2) to the southeast on the Samoa-Fiji-New Caledonis
line, or (3) to the southward in the New Britain-New Guinea area.

The President asked the Australian Minister of State for External
Affairs (Dr. Bvatt) what headway had been made in connection with “eensor-
ship at the source," so far as his country was concerned. To this Dr. Evatt
replied that he had forwarded a suggestion to his Prime ¥inister im regard
thereto, but as yet mno reply had been received. The Minister from New
Zealend (Mr. Nash) remarked that all the United States had to do was to name
the cemsor and his government would ses that he was appointed. To this
remark the President stated that the United States Minister to New Zealand
(Mr. Hurley) would be acceptabls and directed that Captain McCres undertake
to see that Mr. Burley was so appointed. (Mote: This matter was refarred
to the Secretary to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for accomplishment).

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon) remarked that many statements
were attributed to Dutch officials supporting the press items that Gesperal
Macirthur was in doubt as to the precise naturs of his directive., The
Netherlande Minister stated that ho had bsen advised by his government that
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no such remarks wers made by any Dutch officials.
At this point the Burma situation was discuased gensrally. The

President told the council that General Stilwell had recently resorted having
difficulty in getting the Chinese division commanders to carry out his orders.
He further stated that the Gemeralissimo had sent to Gemeral Stilwell's suoport
ome of his best Chinese gemerals to act as a Chief of Staff. When gueried

by the President as to the meaning of the Burma break-through, the Chinese
Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Mr. Soomg) replied that for mearly 5 yeara the
Japanese had been "breaking through our lines," and that the Chinese are in no
way discouraged when this happeas. "Only whea panlc occurs, and this has
oococurred an excesdingly smell number of times, are we at all fearful of a
Japanese break-through. As a matter of fact, it oftem works out to our
advantage,® Mr. Soong continusd that the road building was procesding very
rapddly and that he was confident that even though Lashio falls, supplies can
be flown into China very efficiently. Mr. Soong suggested that the President
give consideration to utilizing an Alasks-Siberla air route to China. The
President remariced that this had been under consideration for some time tut
as yot the Bussians had done nothing to encourage the project. ¥r. Scong
then invited attention to the fact that when his government first started
receiving aid from Russia, the Russians would mot permit the Chinese flyers
to enter Russian territory. This situsation was met by permitting the

FRussian flyers to snter Chinese territery at the last Chinese stop. WNr. Soong
suggested that some such arrangement as this might be worked out. To this
the President stated that he would bave mo objwotion.
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The conversation again turned to the discusalon of France. The President

e

remarked that he hoped that diplomatic relations could be maintained with Viehy.

fs further stated that he trusted Canads would not close her avenues of informa-
tion to that counmtry. "Laval can't be trusted around ths cormer, and while he
llll.ltlthlththnp-hkﬂpﬂﬂfrhutlﬂp,mmumhiluﬂthnh-hmt
brewing bad medicine at the same time." The Nethsrlands Minister (Dr. Loudon)
remarked that Germany foreed Vichy to break diplomatic relations with the Neth-
erlands government, tut at the samo time would not permit deposed Netherlands
officials to leave the country. Mr. Soong remarked thet his country only had
pominal relations with Viechy at the moment, and thet it was not expected that
this situation would improve. Lord Halifsx expressed himself very positively
that avermes to France should be kept opem. At this juncture the President
remarked in confidence to the meeting that ¥, Herriott was in full accord with
what the Umited Matlons are pow doing and ean ba counted upon to step im should
the moment be propitious, or the Lawval government falls. The Australian Kinister
of State for External Affairs (Dr. Evatt) remarked that the situation ia
Madagascar and Martiniqus were of much worry to his govarnment and to him.

The President stated that while the Madagascar situation might be of some
moment, the Martinigue situation was of an entirely different order and one
which would cause us very little trouble. (Note: ir. Hopicins entered and
joined the Council).

The President remarked that much progress was balng made im thin oountrr.
in comnection with the mamufacture of aluminum from ordimary clay. The Tennessee
Valley Authority has been experimenting with this, and while the process is
expensive and is not completely perfact, novartheless aluminum has been man-
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ufactured. The Miaister from New Zealand (Mr. Nash) asked that the informe-
tion available thus far, in connection with this mattar, be made available

to him in view of the fact that the New Zsaland government is conducting
experiments with ita clays. The President directed Captaisn McCres to contact
¥r. Donald Nelsom with the end in wiew that the report which ths Prosident

is expscting from Mr. Nelson on this subject, be expedited, and whem it is
recaived, a copy should be furnished Nr, Hash,

At thie point the President read a msmorandua from the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Subject: "Air Forces for Austrelis,® marked (A) mnd attached hereto,
The President directed that Cantain HcCres inform the Joint Chiefs of Staff
that he desired the mumbar of planes zllotted by ocur Army forces to Australia
be ralsed to one thousand, total all types.

The Australian Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Svatt)
remaried substantially as follows: "I am in raceipt of a mumber of despatchas
from my government in which it is stated that General MacArthur has wade
cartain recommendstions tc the ®ar Departmant and that to thess recossendations
General MacArthur had been unsble t> get a eatisfactory reply.” Dr. Pvatt
stated further that he was well awars that the political level could not
properly make the decisions in military matters and that they would have to
be mede by the military level. All thet he was concerned about was that Wthe
decisions be made.” Thes President remarked that ops thing was vary evident
with reference to the Southwest Pacific - defamsive strategy was the order of
the moment and not offensive strategy.
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At this point thes President read s memorandum, Subject: "Aliens in
the Army of the United States,” marked (B) and attached hersto. It i= to be
noted that the laws in guestion are being changed. The Preasident then asked
whether or mot it would be possible to raise a Chinese division in this
country. To this lir. Soong reslied that at the outside thers were mot ower
one hundred thousand Chinese in the United States and sccordingly e division
would be out of the question.

The Australian Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Evatt)
remarksd that the possibility of a statement to be eatitled the "Pacific
Charter,” similar to the one issued last summer under the name of the "itlantic
Charter,® would be a good idea. Ha stated that he was awars that this had been
propossd at & recent meoting, and that no final action had been takem. He
further stated that the longer he thought about the matter, the more it appealed
to him. The President remarked that this matter must bs approachsd with
eaution. That it appeared to him that the best thing that could be done at
the moment was to try to impress the overrun countries of what would happen
%o them under Jepanese domination. One of the factors that makes the problea
a difficult one is the inherent differences in the races found in the southeast
Asia, Dutch East Indies, and Philiopine areas. The Netherlands Minister
(Dr. Loudon) stated that the text of such a statement might well be, "The
Japanese are not a clvilized people.”

It was declded that the next mesting of the Pacifie War Council would

be held on Tueeday, May 5, 1942, at 11130 a.m.
Ry B,
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ﬁrl,lﬂﬂ-
MEMORANDUS FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAYF
Subject: Adreraft and Troops for Australls.

mwmnmm#mwm
War Council held on April 29, 1942, that it was his desire that the
total numbsr of plames mssignoed to the U. 8, Army in Australia be
muum,mﬂmmuhwmmu
the discretion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Purther, the Prasident directed thut I infora the
m-ndmmtnmmd-uuhmmmmm.m
tmﬂhnﬁiﬁmtuthapwmﬂufurfmnrmiﬂdh-um
mpm-mrdmdhhmphmufmlm.

Very raspectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA,

Captain, U. . Navy,
Haval Aide to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

sy 1, 1942,

Recelved envelops bearing registry No.

2415 for delivery to the Secretary to

the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
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April 23, 1942.

SECRET
MEMORANDUM

mmmafﬁnmﬂrﬂunnulmnhuinm
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, ¥ashington, D. C.,

at 11155 a. m., Tuesday, April 21, 1942.

e Preasaident

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
mmmmrwmmﬁtlr. T. V. Soong)
The Australian Attorney Gemeral and Mimister of State for

External Affairs (Hom. H. V. Evatt)

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

iir. Barry L. Hopkins

mmmmthmntuummnnthm

Council. The one item of interest was that he had been informed by the
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army (Major Geseral McHerney) that headway
mhﬂuﬂ-dﬁrﬂmhminthmnn'ﬂwrmﬂh
press despatches coming out of Australia.

The President remarked that he had been gueried about the alleged
bosbing attack on the Japanese mainland. Hie reply had been that wa were
“Mﬂphuum-h.lﬂtwmmwnmw.

The President announced that the Bay of Demgal situation appeared to
be getting easier and that there was every indication that the Japanese heavier

forces bad withdrawn to the eastward.

Regraded Unclassified
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'+ . The President asked Mr. Hopkins to tell the Council briefly of the
impressions gathered as a result of hia trip to Encland. Mr, Hopkins stated
that the British Military Intelligence wers of the opinion that Jermany's
main push will be in the direction of the Caucasus. Thera is soms thought
that they might strike through Turkey for the Middle East. The Royal Air
M_mmmlw-thﬂuumﬂm:ﬂuw,
and the British iatend to intensify these bombings. Further, the Commando
ralds havs mst with much success, and in this comnection, the problem of
supplying persons in the overrun countries with wespons and smmumition is
being given attention. Mr. Bopkins further remarked that the safe conduct
of the Russian convoys was giving the British much comcern. The President
remarked that the presence of German air, surface, and underwater craft om
the Norweglan coast committed siseable task forces of our own and of the
British to those arces, and that this was an “unbapry” situstiocsm.

The iustralian Minister of State for External Affairs (Mr. Evatt)
stated that Gemersal MacArthur had requested of the United States government
on 4 April that he be informed as to plame distribution for the Southwest
Pagific Area, and that to date no answer had been received. The President
directed Captain McGrea to make inguiry of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

Nr. Bvatt further remarked that he had just received a despatch from his

government to the offect that Cemeral MacArthur ®had mot yel received his

directive from his own (the U. 5. ) government.® Dr. Evatt stated that the

Australian government was very much worried about the matter. The Prosident

instructed Captain MeCrea to refer this matter to ths Joint Chisfs of Starr

with the request that a memorandum on the subject be givem to the Prosident.
-2 =
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mmnmmrnrmurmmmththmm
it was appropriate to ask the Joint Chiefs 2f Staff faor certaln informatica
on the Teath Pursuit Force. (Note: This information was requested of
Leutenant Gensral Armold by Captain McCrea on April 22, 1942).

The iustralian dinister of State for External Affairs (Mr. Bvatt)
suggested that the President give considerstion to making an announcement
to the world of a "Pacific Charter,” similar to the "Atlantic Charter,®
The President replied at lemgth to this suggestion, stating in substance
that while he was in agreement in principle with the mggestion, he thought
it best to do nothing sabout it st this tize, and that in any event, such a
charter would have to be stated most broadly. The kustralian Minister
of State further suggested that 1t might be appropriate for the Prasident
to refer vaguely to such a charter at an appropriste time in one of his
speeches to the country, and that it might be made in the form of an attack
on Japan. The President stated that considerstion would be given to this
suggestion.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) suggested that it would be
appropriate to have membsrs of the Chiafs of Steff apoear from time to
time befors the Pacific War Council, for the purpose of presentiag a
broad picture of the strategic problems facing the United Nations. The
President "thought" that this might be arranged.

The Australisn Minister of State wished to know whether or mnot the
Munitions issignments Board had thusfar made dafinite allocations of
munitions of war. To this, Mr. Hopkins replied that until the stratagy
of the war had definitely ®jellied,® no alloeations could be made. He
further remarked that we must remember that no hard and fast distribution

™
Regraded Unclassified
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The President directed that Mr. Hopkins get in touch with the
Chairman of the Maritime Commlssion to the end that bottoms returning

from iustralia carry as much cargo as possible. This to be aceomplished
howewar without delsying departure of the ships in any way whatsoever,

It waa declded thal the next mesting of the Pacific War Council
would be held om Tuesday, April 28th, 1942, at 11230 a.m.

4 can be made at this time, 1.e., that our plans must ressin fluid, \
|
1
j
3
l
|
i
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

April 23, 1942

MEVORANDUM FOR: Captain John L. MeCrea, 1. 5. Havy,
Haval Adde to the Preszident.

Subject: Airplanes for Defense of Burma end India

In connection with the attached, I am of the opinion
that no further answer is required on the majority of the points
taken up by Mr. Soong with regard to sirplanes available for
cperations in the Burma and China areas. As you remember, in
the President's cable to Chiang Kai-shek and in the War Depart-
ment cable to Censral Stilwell, we ocutlined the location of a
totel of 456 sirplanes which would be available for operations
in China. We also accentuated in both cablegrams that for the
time being there would be no diversion of A.V.G. airplanas for
GJeneral Brereton's operations in India.

The above takes care of paragraph one and the first
sub paragraph of two in the memorandum from Mr. Soong.

In so far as the second sub paragraph of peragraph
two is concerned, it was necessary, due to conditions in the
Indign Ocean and the Bay of Bengal, that General Frereton's
mission be changed with a view of his operating agsinst Japan-
ese ships which might be headed towards either Ceylon or the
Indian East Coast ports. 1 believe it would be most unwise
for the President to commit himself in any way that would tie
down the operations of either the 1l0th Air Force under Brereton,
or the A.V.G.'s directly under Stilwell, when the situation in
that war theatre is as fluid as it is now. As a matter of fact,
conditions may change so that it will be necessary to send all
of the Air Forces in that arsa against targets in East Chinas,
Accordingly, we should avold stating positively and definitely
where any Adir Force in that theatre should or should not ba
employed.

Suggest the attached reply be sent to Mr. Soong.

« H. ARHOLD
Lieutenant General, U.5.A.
Commanding General, Army Air For

Inclosures (4)

SECRET
F ' T 5 Regraded Unclassified




"« SECRET ,

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

April 23, 1942

or. T. V. Soong,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Republic of China,
1601 V Street, N. W.,
'“himml D. C.

Dear Dr. Soong:

In reply to your memorandum of April 2lst relative to the streangth
and employment of the 10th Air Force, I am able to advise you that the lo-
cation of a total of four hundred and fifty six (456) aireraft which would
be available for operations’in China has been outlined to the Genmeralissimo
bty cable from the President.

With reference to the diversion to India of the Pursuit Force
assigned for use in Burma and China, it is manifestly unsound to commit
irrevocably to a limited area the Air Force units assigned to either General 5til-
well or General Brereton., In a theater where the situation is so fluid, there
rust be allowed sufficient latitude to meet changing conditions. In fact, con-
ditions may be altered so that it becomes imperative that all the Air Forces
be employed in Bast China.or in any other area in that theater. The President
appreciates the great importance of the Purma and China area and there is
no intention of denying to that theater any of the Air Forces scheduled for

employment therein.

o

3

sgCRET

=4
F ' Regradea uncrassiied |
|




4

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Aoril 22, 1942,

MEMORANTUM HECEIPT

Receivad 1 sealed envelope

bearing registry number 24224 for
delivery to Lt. General H. H. Arnold,

(Rank wnd Organization)

e " B Lo

Regraded Unclassified
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April 22, 1942.

MEMORANDUM POR LIEUTENANT GEMERAL ARNOLD

Chinese Minister for Forelgn Affairs (r. T. V. Soong) ralsed
certain questions, the substances of which are contalned in the
attached papers. The President told Mr. Soong thet he would ask
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for &« memorsndus on the subject.

ﬁt‘himmt:wuuhuuthamnm,tm
referring the papers to you, rather than the Chiefs of Staff,
Hmtﬂﬂthtm;-fmhh,ﬂugwhgmﬂ enough
%o send them on to the Chiefs of Staff,
You

are femiliar with the proposed draft of a message
tnthmlﬁnlhinhn:whndq by the Chiefs of
Staff for the President ~ For your information the message, as
drafted, was sent with the exception that the Presidest eliminated
which in effect said that diversion of aireraft had
bosa planned but had now been given up. I think the matters
about which Mr. Soong is inquiring are largely coversd im that

|

May all papsrs please be returned to me?
Very respectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA,
Captain, U. 5. Havy,
NSaval Alde to the President.

Enclosures (2)

’l
At yosterday's meeting of the Pacific War Council, the ,

Regraded Unclassifiedf§ 1‘



MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFALRS
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

SECRET Aprdl 21, 1942,

Dear Captain idcCrea:

I am enclosing the memorandum that I
promised to send you covering tha guestions raised
at the Pucific War Council meeting today. Undoubtedly
General Arnold would be the best person to give you a
concrete reply.

With kind regards,

Yours sinceraly,

T. V. S00NG

Enclosure

Captain John L. McCraa
Hoom 2078

Nuvy Dapartment
Washington, D. C.

COPY




MEMORANDUM

SECRET

1. Additional Planes for the Defense of Burma. On the 13th of

this month, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek cabled the President urgently
requesting that 300 additional combat planes be made immadiately available

at the Burma front. This request involves the problem of engaging planas
already at nearby areas or enroute. General Chiang is awaiting the President's
reply therets.

2. Tenth Pursuit Force in India under General Brerston. The

Generalissimo learns that; (&) to this force will be diverted some Lesse-
Lend planes originally destined for the Chinese airforce. Tha Genaralissimo
has askad the President that the Lease-Land planes for the Chinese airforce
should not be diverted as the Chinese airforce is now entirely without planes.
" The Generalissimo also lesrns thut; (b) although the Tenth

Pursuit Force under General Brereton is placed under General Stilwell Tor
use in Borma and China, the British last week appealed that this force
should be placed under Wavall for the defense of India and the British
sastern navy. The Generalissimo, on being told by Genersnl Bissell in
Fhungking, that the War Department intends to comply with the British raquest,
has eppealed to the President agsinst this diversion. You will racall that
the President said at the meeting last week and mgain this morning that the
original airforce destined for China will not be diverted from the original
purposass, because it is most importent to protect Burma nnd China.

On these two questions concerning the Tenth Pursuit Force, the

Generalissimo is also awaiting the Presidentt!s reoly.

April 21, 1942,

B e ——— L S — -l

Regraded Unclassified




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET

Aoril 22, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARNOLD

At yesterday's meeting of the Pacific War Council, the
Chinese Minieter for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong) raised
certain guestions, the substance of which ars contained in the
attached papers. The President told Mr. Soong that he would ask
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for a memorandum on the subject.

On the chance that you will have the answers, I am
referring the papers to you, rather than the Chiefs of Staff.
If you think that procedure preferable, will you be good enough
to send them on to the Chiefs of Staff.

You are familisr with the pronosed draft of 2 message
to the Generalissimo which was opremared Sunday by the Chiefs of
Staff for the President = For your informstion the message, A8
drafted, was sent with the exception that the President eliminated
the sentence which in effect maid thnt diversion of aireraft head
been planned but had now baen given up. I think 4he matters
about which Mr. Soong is inguiring are largely coversd in that
despatch.

May all papers pleases be returned to ma?

Very respectfully,
JOHH L. McCREA,

Captain, U. S. Nawvy,
Nawel Aide to the President,

Enclosures (2)

Regraded Unclassified




MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS E

REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Acril 21, 1842

Derr Captain MeCrea:

I an enclosing the memorandum that I promised
to send you covering the guestions raisad at the Papific
War Couneil meetinr todav. itndoubtedlyr General Arncld
weuld be the best person to give you e soncorete renly.

With kind repards,

Yours sincerely,

yo

Enclosure

Captain John L. McCrea
Room 2078

Nawy Department
Washington, 0. C.
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1. Additionsl Planes for the Nefense of Burma. OCn the 13th of

this month, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek oabled the President urpently
requesting that 300 additional combat planes he made immeadistaly a;n11nh10

at the Burma front. This request involves the problem of enpaging planes
already at nearby areas or enroute. feneral Chianp is awaiting the President's
raply thereta.

2. Tenth Pursuit Foree in India under nunur!l_arurutun. The

Generalissimo learns that; (a) to this force will be diverted some Lease-
Land planes originally destined for the Chinese airforce. The Generaliszsimo
hes ssked the President thot the Lease-Lend planes for tha Chinese airforos
should not be diverted as the Chinese airforce is now entirely without
plenes.

The feneralissimo also learns that; (b) although the Tenth
Pursuit Foree under General Brereton is placed under General Stilwell for
use in Burms end China, the British last week appealed that this force
should be placed under Wavell for the defense of India and the British
eastern navy. The Generalissimo, on heinr told by feneral Bisesll in
Chungking, that the War Department intends to comply with the British request,
has appealed to the President apsinst this diversion. You will reeall that
the President said at the meeting last week and upain this morning that the
original airforce destined for China will not be diverted from the oririnal
purposes, becauss 1t is most importent to protect Purma and China.

(n these two puesticns coneerning the Tenth Pursuit Force, the

Generalissimo is slso awaiting the President's reply. |

April 21, 1942

Regraded Unclassified_
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SECRET Aoril 21, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFT

1. At today's mesting of the Pacific War Council, the
mlttmqﬂnuﬂﬁmufhnh for External
Affairs (Hon, H. V. Evatt) remarked that he had just received a
despatch from his government to the effect that General acirthur
*had mot yet received his directivs from his own (the U. S.) govern-
mant.® Dr. Zvatt stated that his goverament was very much worrisd
about the matter. The Prosident asked that he be given a mesmorandus
in the premlisea.

2. Upon being further informed by Dr. Ewvatt that ®"the aircraft
position with refarence io iustralis wss atill unesttled.® the President
lﬁdththﬂhhfﬂﬂdﬂto:hﬂhﬂurnutﬁmumlﬂuﬂﬂhﬂrhn
bean notified as to the size of the alr force which we expect %o
maintain in Australia, and if Jsosral Hepirthur has beon =n notified,
that a copy of such motification be made avallable to the Presidoent.

3. It ia requested that thas memoranda osked for above ba
deliversd to the undersigned for further delivery to ths Prssidant.

Very respectfully,

T0IN L. HeCHEA,
Captain, U. 5. Navy,
Haval Alde to the Prealdent.

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET April 19, 1942.

mwmﬂthhﬂﬁﬁ'uﬂmuh&pm-hth

el S i H_IH“

Cabinet Hoom of the Executive Offices, The ¥hits House, Washingtom, D. C.,
at 3300 p. m., Wednesday, April 15, 1942.

The President

mmwxm{mm‘htm‘nai.;
Msckensie King)

The Chinsse Winister for Foreign Affeirs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Australisn At General and Hinister of State for
External Affaire (Hon. H. V. Evatt

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon

The How Zoalend Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

H-I‘i- I. w- "E&.Iﬂ'. E-H.. E-l-lnﬂl-l’- {R.‘pl'!’—
senting Great Britain in the absence of Lord Halifax)

-

mmmmtmwu:umﬂtum"nthn
the Prims Minister of Canads, the Right Honorable W. L. Mackensis King.

The President stated that tha information from Trance was disconcerting,
it appearing from press despatches that Plerre Laval was about to be taken
into the cabimet. While these despatches lacked of ficial confirmation fro=
Admiral Lealy, mevertheless such a turm of svonts would not be at all srpris-
ing. The President "trusted" that there would be mo change in the status of
the French Fleet.

The President stated that he regretted Sir Stafford Cripps® mission to
India had mot been more successful. Further, that the tenor of the despatches
from Burma gave the impression that things wers ®pot pleassnt® in that ares.

i AEFL y + |
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China and that every effort should be made o hold it.

At this point the President read a despatch from the Americam Consul
in Noumea, copy of which is attached marked "A®, General discussion ensued.
The Australian Minister of State and the Minister from New Zsaland both
agrsod that d'Argenlisu was "a very sbls of Ticial tut a bit diff icult.®
They thowght the proposal to remove him to Tahiti was not in order.

The Australian Hinister of State remarked that he was disturbed about
ths oews despatches coulng out of Australis, stating that General MacArthur's
command status was not clsarly understood by the Gemeral. The Minigtar gtated
that there was no doubt in his government's mind &s to this matter and he was
sure that to this, his colleague tha Minilster from New Zealand, would agree.
There was general agreement that such was the case.

The Australisn Minister of State then sntersd an excuse for the news
despatches originating in his country stating that no doubt many things were
passed out by the censor in the thought that the censorship within this
country would handle any obfectional matter. It was than suggested that the
most practicable way of handling the matter would ba for censorship to ba
effective at the source.

The Australian Minister of State remarked that he suggested the
President make a press release about the MacArthur command situatiom,

The President read a memorandus submitted bty the Chinese Minister for
Foreign Affairs on the subject of Korea, and comments therscm by the Oader
Secretary of State, Mr. Summer Welles, coples of which are attached mariad

#p® and ®C*" respectively.
QFCRET
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General discussion was then had with referemce to the allocation
of mmitions of war. The fustrallan Minister of State presented rather
vigorously the thought that Canada as the senior Dominion should have
representation on the Hunitions Assignments Board. It is significant
that while Canadisn representation was urged by Dr. Zvatt, the Camadianm
Prims Winister did not contriluta to the argument. The Mimister from
New Zealand remarked that the only sound way of assigning the mmitions
production was to let the Combined Chiefs of Staff determine the relative
importance of the varlous theaters of sffort and that the mumitions assign-
ments be made accordingly.

The Canadian Prims Minister remaried that Canada was raising two
mobile divisions, one armoursd, for duty as necessary in Canada. It was
also remaried that Prince Rupert was an important port end that ita dafenses
were not adequate. To this, there was general agreement.

The President remarked that he wished to bring into the plcture againm,
the matter of a second fromt sgainst Germany - that such a front would help
the United Nations militarily snd politically. Be remarked that such a fromt
should mot bs opened up rashly tut it should be dome if it offered a "reason-
able chance of success.®

The Australian Minister of State stated that he thought diplomatie
steps should be taken, looking toward getting Russis to permit us to use
Siberia for operations against Japan. The Chinese Forelgn Minlster remarked
that Russia had given much ald to China without herselfl attacking Japanm.

The Minister from the Netherlands stated that he represented one of
the smaller of the United Hations whose homeland and colomies had been

SECRET -
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generally overrun. He made & vigorous plea that those Dutch citisens
who have taken out their first citizemship papers be required to render
military sarvice to the United States. He stated that there wers many
such persons in this country and Canada who wers mot subject to the laws
of the Netherlands, and that "We want to help you but you womn't let ue.®

The President directed thst Captain McCrea inform the Secretary of
War that the President desired a study be made along the lines indicated
by the Minister for the Netherlands, and s memorandum on such study be
preparsd.

It was decided that the Pacific War Cocozcil would pext zmeet at

11:20 a. B., OO mm?' April 21. 1942,

SECRET
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SECRE—T April 18, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR FILE (PWC)

This foremoem, Dr, ¥, V. Evatt (The Australian Vinister of
gtate for Fxternal Affairs) called to say that he wished T would
gommnicate to the President that he (Fvatt) sugrested that the
President issue a statement about the commend situation in the
Southwest Pacifie, l.0., that MacArthur's direstive had beem ipsued
and that thers waes no misunderstanding on the part of the Tnited
Wations povermments mbout MaeArthur's authority.

1 suggested to Dr. Fvatt that, since the Pacifiec War Coumeil
would meet at 5300 ps me, this date, and further since the matter was
one which was sppropriste for the Council to consider, it would be
quite im order to present the subject to tha President at that time,

During the mesting of the Paeific War Coureil, Dr. Evatt
arpued at length that = gtatement should be made and sugrested to the
Sregidsnt that he (The President) make such s statement, To this
sugrestion, the President made no reply.

Some minutes after the meeting ended, Dr, Fvatt came to me
in the Welting Room of the Fxecutive Offices and stated in effect, "I
have told the press that the President would issue a statement tonight
with reference to the command situation in the Southwest Peoific Ares,”
This, T told the President whils in the Doctor's offire sometime later,

April 16, 1942,

About 0930 this date, Dr, Evatt called me on the phone and
remarked substantially aes follows: "You don't think, do you Captain,
that T did anything wrons yesterday in making the statement 1 did to
the Press?” 1 replied that I didn't know what statement he had made.
Dr. Bvatt them said, "Wall, 1t's in oTT the papers this morning." To
this T replied that 1 had not read the papers and consequently could
not pass judgment on what he had sald,

pr. Evatt them "trusted” that the President would understend
that he (Fvatt) had meant mo harm, With that the conversation ended.

JOAN L. MeCREEA,
Captain, T. B. Navy,
Haval Alde to the President.
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April 15, 1942

MEMORANDUM POR GENERAL SMITH

Subjeot: Hequest of Commander L. H. MoDowell
for Information Desired by Captain
¥eCrea on Production and Intended
Distribution of Materisls of War.

1. Attached herewith ls a series of tables showing
tho estimated production for tha months of April, May, June
and July, 1942, of certain materials of war for the United States,
the United Eingdom, and Canads as well as the assignments of these
matorials.

2+ It will be noted that the figures on the assignments
of United States production relate to assignments to individual
countries. They also show the allocation of mesigments made to
the United Btates, to Australian, and Indis ms theaters of war.

3. It chould be further noted that the assigmments of
the United Eingdom-Canadisn production also inolude Australia and
Indie as theators of operatioms. However, the figures do not show
how the items assipned to Great Britain from the United States pro-
duction have been allocated by the Britich.

4. Inasmuch as a meeting of the Pacifie War Council
is boing called today, it is roquestsd that these be placed in the
hends of Captain ¥eCrea with the request that they be returned
imrediately after the meeting. His attention should be directed
to the very ssoret nature of the material contained herein and the
necessity lor an abeolute military security in respect thereto.

For the Executive, Munitions Assignments Board:

HARRY J. MALONY,
Brigadior Genseral, U.5.A.

Inel.——as noted, L=16-42 Heceived original copy of this memorandum
togather with tables mentioned in parngranh 1 theresof,
for ultimate raturn to GENERAL SMITH P

SEGRET

Regraded Unclassified
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SEC R ET April 14, 1642,

WEMORAMTITE FOR FILE (PWC)

The Canadian Minister (Von, Leighton MeCarthy) ealled me
this date to ssk whethsr or not hes was expected to attend the mest=
ing of the Pacific War Council scheduled for 5)00 pem., April 18,
1948, The Canedian Minigter stated that he made this request in
view of the fact that Prisme Minister Mackcnele Eing was due to
attend this same meeting, Fe asked that T put the matter before
the President for a decision, Upon pressmting the subject to the
President, he remarked that he did mot desire the Canadian Uinister
to attend the meeting in questiom, The President stated that he
wished to set the precedent that only one representative of a
forelpn country would attend any meeting of tha Peeific War Council =
this to avold the body becoming too umeleldy,

1 comeunicated the President?s wighes in this matter to lr,
s who stated that he not elone understoocd, but heartily cone
curred in the President's declsion.

JOHN L. MeCFEA,
Captain, U, 8, Navy,
Faval Alde to the President,

Regraded Unclassified
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WEMORANDUM FOR FILE (PWC):

mmmmmuw-m;uuuﬂ
mum:mﬂmm: that Prime Minister V. L.

b i g i - . B |

Mackenzis King wes dus to arrive in Washington about 1100 pe@a,
15 April 1942. Thi!hﬂtﬂ‘dﬂﬂuhdthtifwmtuthe
Praaldent, ha would sprreciate very mach 1f Mr. Mnckensie King
ﬂ;hthpudthﬂhlthndl“m af the Pacific War Couneil

at the suggestad tims of 100 D.m., that date.
1 acquainted the President with the Cenadian Minister's

wishes ead he was agrsssble to the suggestion. The President
directsd that I make the necessary arrangements, which has basn
done.

JOiN L. McCREA,

w’ 'IL 5# Im.
Naval Alde to the Preasideat.

Regraded Unclassified
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COMFIDENTIAL .
April 7, 1942. |

HEIORANDUS FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFY

During today's mesting of the Pacific War Counecil
there was considsrable discussion sbout war production. It was
stated that the grand strategy of tha United Hations would mo
doubt determine the distritution of the war matarials which they
producad.

The President asked that thare he prepared for him
for use at an early mesting of the Coumcil, a memorandum giving
the overall production of materials of war ®which will be
available in the next few momths,® (tanks, planes, guns, atc.),

together with the intended distribution of same,

JOHN L. McCREA,
clpmn, UQ. 54 l"’.
Haval Alde to the President.

4-8-42 Sent to Commander L. R. McDowsll, USN, Sacratary to JCOS, via
officer measanger.

Regraded Unclassified



CONFIDENTIAL april 7, 1942.

MENORANDUM FOR THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

The President desires to be informed of
the overall numbers of aircraft by types that it is now
intended we will despatch to Austrelia for service in
that area.

Very respectfully,

JoHM L. MeCREA,

Captain, U. S. Mavy,
Naval Atde to the President.

L=8=4? Sent to Commander L. R. McDowell, USN, Secretary to JCOS, via
officer masnengear.
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April 10, 1942.

SECRET

EMORANDUSN

The second meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White Housa, Washington, D. C,,
at 11530 a.m., April 7, 1942.

PRESENT:

The President
British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
The Canadisn Minister (Hon. Leighton EcCarthy)
The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (¥r. T. V. Soong)
The Australian Attorney General and Minister of State
for External Affaire (Hon. H. V. Evatt)

The President announced that he had received from the Joint Chiafs
of S8taff a memorandum in connection with the Pacific subdivision. He stated
that that body was in complets sgreement that Australla proper and the
New Zealand lins of communications are two strategic entitiesj that the
defense of Australia is primarily a land-air problem for which the best
possible naval support is a flest fros to mancuver without restrictions
imposed ty the local situation; that New Zealand on the ciher band, is the
key point for the support of the Pacific line of communicatlions, the security
of which iz a nawval respomsibility.

The President than read two momoranda from the Joint Chiefs of Otaff
attached hereto marked (A) and (B). Gemsral discussion of thase two papers
was had. The President remarked that in additlom to the numbers mentloned

ia (A), the arrival of the convoys in susiralia om Adpril 6, 1942, raised the
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total of O. 8. Army forces om that contiment to some 64,000 troops.
1ﬂupﬂutlu4whthhlhllum“dlhuﬂnrUk.lnm}ﬂutbu
trustad thers would bs gooperaticm batween tha comsandars in the warious
theaters of action. The Presideat remarked that it was his idea that the
commanders would be mot in daily but rather hourly touch with each other.
The President remariked that it was "a rather blunt and not a
plsasant resark” to make, but all would oo doubt agree that Fussia was
the only country which at the moment was conducting full scale offensive
operations against the enemy. The President resarked that if Cermamy
were defeated, the defeat of Japan would meost surely follow, whereas
on the other hand the defeat of Japan would mot necessarily insure
Germany's defeat. The President remarked that accordingly, the United
Nations might wery soon have to make a declsion as to whether or mot a
second fromt should be opemed on Germanmy. It was stated that the current
protecol with Bussia expired oo June 30, 1942, and that consideration
would have to be given to remewing it. The President remsrked that the
two major production countries, i.e., the United States and the United
Eingdom, would oo doubt find it to their edvantage Lo renew thess agree—
ments and even "sweeten™ them to make them more attractive to the Russians.
At this point the Australian Minister of State for External Affairs
(Mr. Bvatt), seconded by the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash), remarked that
in the distribution of war material it was trusted the Pacific Areas would
recalve "their full share®™ of such production. The discussion on this point
was carried on for some time. The President finally directed Captain McCrea
to ask the Joint Chiefs of S5taff to prepars a memorandum setting forth the
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overall of matarials of war "which will be swailable in the next few
months,” together with the imtended distribution of same. The Prasident
further asked that the Joint Chiefs of Staff prepare for him a memorandum
mm—hﬂufmmﬂwtnnthtitinnﬂht.-nd-dﬂuh
despatched to Australia for service in that area. In comnection with the
discussion of the distribution of war materials, it was agreed gemerally -
(1) that the strategic situation would have to govern, and (2) that the
plans for distribution would no doubt have to be kept fluid.

The President remarked that the persistent and devastating air
attacks om the island of Malta wers causing concern and that the ligquidation
of the defenses of Malta would no doubt mean much to the Germana.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soomg) inquired as
4o the progress that had been made im using gliders. Hs stated that he
had recently been furnished comsidsrable suthoritative detailed informatiom
and that he had been amased at their possibilities. The President remarked
that our aeronawtical services were pushing the development of gliders but
that it must be remembered we wers all amateurs in regard to them. It was
then stated that the Poles had accomplished much in this field and that
their services might be helpful.

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon) stated that his home government
had informed him (1) that much resistance was continuing in Java and Sumatraj
(2) that the Governor General and his family wers now quartered in a cottage
at Bandoengj (?3) that Dr. wan Mook and a small party were nov in Australia

but would shortly come to the United States.
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It was decided that the Pacific War Council would next meet om
dpril 14, 1942, at 11130 A. M.
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CONFIDENTIAL
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
April 2, 1942,
MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL MARSHALL

ADMIRAL KING
LIEUTENANT QENERAL ARNOLD

The President remarked at the meeting of the Paciflic
War Council on April 1, 1942, that he would appreciate a
memorandum from the Chiefs of Staff setting forth in general
any arrangements that heve been made for obtaining intelligence
from the N. BE. I.

The President further "wondered" if, in the staff set-up
in Australia, provision had been made for Dutch representation
on it.

Very respectfully,

JOHN L. McCREA,
Captain, U. S. NHavy,
Haval Aide to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL MARSHALL
ADMIRAL KING
LIEUTENANT GENERAL ARNOLD

Yesterday, during the meeting of the Pacific War
Council the President directed that I inform jyou that he
ﬂsmmm:ﬁdwfhwﬁrmnbrw
memorandum on the "adequacy of the defenses of thes Fiji
Islands end New Caledonia® priurtnthmtmating#
the council.

This meeting will be held on April 2, 1942, at
11130 A.M., at the White House Executive 0ffices.

Very respectfully,

JOHM L. McCREA,
Captain, U. 5, Navy,
Baval Aide to the President.

Regraded Unclassified
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SECRET April 3, 1542.
BEMORANDOM

h-ﬂrﬂu-uuufﬁuh:iﬁaﬁrﬂmnuh&phuinm
Cabinet Room of ths Ewscutive Offices, The ¥hite House, Washiagtom, D. C.,
at 111730 A. M., April 1, 1942.

The Preasidsat

The British Ambasssder (Viscount Halifax)

The Hstharlands Minister Dr. A- Loudon)

The low fealand Hisister (Hoo. Walter Hzah)
hmmrurmm{n.t.t.m}

mmmmmwmun-orth-mu,
the President welcowed the members of the council and addressed them sub-
stantially as follows:

1 saggest that mo forsal mimutes be made of our meetings. I thimk
it better thtnhlﬂﬁ-—tttqluhfm‘lupﬂaibh. From time ta
u-mmnumhmmumum“umu—urm
muf-rlﬂir-umﬂnr. You may fesl that you want to get certain
{nformation in your posssssiom, to me, or request that speclal meetings of
the council be held. Iamhﬂmt.plnumﬂiuhdtmthdthw
MeGres, my Naval Alde, and he will take the necessary action.
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I think it would be well to discuss the warious geusral theators
of operatiocns made necessary by cur war with the Axis powers. When MNr.
Chmrchill was hers, we talked much about “arsas of command.® That term
does mot tell the whole story. I feel that the term "theaters of
responsibility® is a much bettar way of putting the thought. I bave
saggeated to the Prime Mimister, aud ho has ogreed, that the following
general division of responsibility will obtain for the warious world
theaters. Eriefly put, the United States assumes respomsibility for the
Pacific Theater, the limits of wiich are roughly Chins snd all sesit of
Siagagore to the Americ.m gontiments, with the exceptlion of Sumatra. The
British assume responsibvllity for the &idlls Esst and the Indian Ocaan
Theater. Doth the British and the Unitad States sssuse joimt responsibility
for the Atlantiec Theater.

Wa have been greatly heartensd by the splendid resistance that the
Bussisns bave besn making to the Qermans, and licewlse by the resistance
that the Chinese bave made for 4§ years to the Japanese. Our thought smst
be how and where can all of our coumtries be of assistunce. China would be
a5 idesl base of operations for us sgainst Japsn. No doubt it will be mgme
time before we can establish curselves in that area to such an extent as will
permit us to undertake an air offensive against Jupan. It would be of much
halp to us, too, if Fussie declared wer on Japam and then permitted the
United States to use Rupslan territory ae a base of operatiome against the
Japansse bomeland. If this were to come about we could use the Aleutian
Islands as a bridge to Siberia. In any eveat, I feel that while our
efforte are being so largely uscd in reinforeing tho central and southwest
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Pagific areas, we will have to look to Canada for assistance in securing
Alaska and the Aleutians. I have an idea that Canada can do this without
interference with her commitments to the United Kingdom.

At this peint Mr. H. Wrong (Cannda) remarked that Canada had
extensive commituents with the United Kingdom, but that Canada was now
raising two mobile divisions for duty on the North American continent, one
to be stationed on the west coast and the other on the sast coast.

dr. Soong (China) them remarked that Cansda had meds commitments
to his country to furnish certain suwoolies of war. ar. Scong Thoped™
that mothing would interfare with these arrungements.

The fresident at this poinl remarked that the delivery of materials
of war to China was & matter of much concern to all. The Prasident further
remarked that &r. Soong had stated that a fleet of one hundred (100) transpert
planes could deliver por month from the Indian Ocesn ports to China, ss much
material as was suppliod per month ovar the Purma Hoad; that we had taken
over from our coumercial air lines and from the builders about ssventy-Five
(75) such planes. Lord Halifax remarked that he trusted Cunada would not
undertake sny commitments which would Interlere with giviug assistance to the
United Kingdom.

idrs Bvati remarkel taat the security of the Justralian continemt
was of first lmportauce to Australisns, end that Lo "hoped” the United States
would expeditiously relnforce it at the sarliest poseiblo date to sueh an
extent that it can resiet any attack by the Japanesa,

Mr. Nash remarikec that hae recognised that New Zealsnd wus somewhat
remgved (rom the direct line of communications from the United States to

Regraded Unclassified



Australia, but nevertheless the protection of New Zealand was of utmost
importance since that Dominion supplisd the United Kingdom with 257 of
ites food.

Both Mr. Evatt and Mr. Nash gquestioned the adequacy of the Fiji
Islands - New Caledonia defemses. The President dirscted Captain McCrea
to ask the Chiefs of Staff for an appreciation of this subject, to be
availsable at the next meeting of the council.

Br. Loudon (Hetherlends) remariced that he trusted the N. E. I.,
nwthntthqhndhnluthm“,mldmhfurgﬂtn.

The President directed that inquiry be made of the Chiefs of Staff
Af the staff set-up in Australie of General MacArthur made provision for
Dutch representation. Mr. Loudon remaried that the Netherlands government
would shortly have a balance in this country of $140,000,000 with which it
was desired to purchase destroyers and/or patrol eraft which this country
could spare.

It was decided that the Pacific War Council would naxt maet om

April 8, 1942, at 11130 o'clock.
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