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bore the brunt of Lhe battle In defending the
Ameriezn Aag. '
The explenation for this is simple. Ds-
regarding old colonial methods, Amerios fol-
lowed in the jslands & policy that was bu-

ous people and malntaining slways the good
name of Americs. Many of these have re-
torned to the United States and are living
here, Others like Deway, Bchurman, mnd
Taft bave passed away, but to all of them—
Uving and dead—and, indesd, to thoss now
sullsring in enemy prison and eoncentration
camps and 0 those still malntaining the
Eplrii of resist in tha ing of the
Fhilippines, I wish to render & tribute of
affection, sdmirntion, and gratitude in bebhalf
al my people.

Extending alopgude Manila Bay, where 45
¥yoars ago Dewey won his laurels, there in the
most beautiful boulevard 1o the Orlent,
which the Fillpino people, In token of thetr
aflection and reapect, named after Dewsy. At

LBASAE—BRLS

obe end of this boulevard ke the monument
to Jose Rimal, cur mational hero, amd from
this monument beglne ihe Bonifacto Dirive,
mamed after our great revolutlonary leader
of 1868, Not far from this, running parsllel,
s Taft Avenue which liself meets the Pather
Burgos Drive, named after our plest-martyr,
and ebds with the plass taméd cfter Gen-
eral Lawton., To the Jeft of this plasa in the
meat important bridge, cromsing the Pasig
Tiver, and named after Willlam A Jones,
muthor of the organle sot which promised
independencs to the Philippines, Inslds the
walled city b8 the Pleen Mc¥inley, which
wan the old Bpanish Oovernment center, with
the supreme oowrt bullding on one aide and
the cathedral on the other. In that plasa
Mr. Taft tock his cath of afice =8 the frst
eivil governor of the Philippines.

In additlon, there mre three publlc parks
and & parkway named after four Governors
Osneral—Luke B Wright, W. Cameron Porbes,
Fruncts  Burton Harrlsen, and Leonard
Weood—while the maln Philippine army post
and training camp was named after the last
Qovernor CGenernl and fAret United Btates
Hih Commissioner to the Phillppines—
Frank Murphy.

As time gots on, other Iandmarks and mon-
uments will doubtless be ecected In honor of
Individual Americans and Pllipinoe who dis-
tinguished themnslves in the service of the
Filiping people. both in war and In peace,
Among these, I envision a simple one—a
Ereat square block of native stope—dedicated
ta the impsriahable memaory of thoss who
fell in the Battle of the PRUlippines, sealing
with their sacrifices the enduring friendship
and salidarity of cur two peoples. I propose
to bave It lettered thus: “To all thos, known
and unknown, whoss mingled blood was shed
for the defense of America and the Philip-
pines and for the glory of God.~
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Dewey's Naval Victory and the American

Pioneers in the Philippines

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

HON. RICHARD J. WELCH ~

OF CALIFORNLA
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVER
Wednesday, April 12, 1944

leave tp extend my remarks In the Cox-
axEssional Recozp, 1 include the follow-
Ing address delivered by the Honorable
Berglo Osmefin, Vice Presldent of the
Philippines, entitled “Dewey's Naval Viec-
tory and the American Ploneers in the
Philippines,” which was delivered on
April 3, 1944, before the Naval Academy
‘Woman's Club st Annapolis, Md.:

Madim President, distingulshed members
of the club, and friends: I nm deeply thankiul
®0 you far the cpportunity afforddd me to sad-
dress you today, I have chosen for my sub-
Ject "Dawey's Naval Victory and the Amerioan
Pioneers in the Philippines™ I have dans
this for two ressons: First, because it b tn
Annapalls where your famous Havel Academy
I lopsted and I wish to honor one of tha
ncademy's most distinguished graduntes—
Dewej; second, becauss Admiml Dewey's
gallant Aght at Manlls Bay slmost 45 yeam
Bgo cunnot be considered any longer a8 an
lsclated exploit of n great commander. It
ls, In faci, the starting point of a palitiosl
nasocintion between the United States and
the Phillppines—a partnership of mutuslity
and helpfulness that has been earried out
sucessafully during all these years and has
contribuied gresily to the happloess and wel-
fare of our two pecples.

The ovent thai brought the United Btates
to the Philippines in 10598 was the cuthreak
of the Epanlah-American War, Commodare
Dewey, who was In command of the American
Pacific squadron then in Hong Kong, wna
ardered to Manils Bay to engage the Bpanish
Flewt thers. “You must capture vessels or
destroy,” instructed the cable of the Becre-

tary of the Navy. After waliting 2 days for
information from the Philipptnes, Dowey left
for Manils, entering its bay on the night of
April 30 In disregard of the mines and fortls

when Dewey, confident of victary, retired,

Important aa was the Batile of Manils Bay,
It was only incidental to the biz milltary
operntions conducted by the United Biates
in the Caribbean. In thatl ares she waged
war on Bpain with a definite purpose—that
af lberating Cuba. In the Philipplhes she
hed Do d objective pt to destroy
Bpanish power In the lslands, When this
was mccomplished the United Siates could
have withdrawn from the lslands after the
slgning of the armistice between the Ameri-
can and Spanish forces. But Dewey's great
victory in Manila Bay had created sn lnters
natlonal stuation from which the Unlied
Biates could pol esape.  Moreower, b
brought the Fillpino pecple within the
domain of American solicituds and respons
sibillity. The American pecpls who bad gone
to war for the emancipation of Cuba could
not, alter Dewey's victary st Manils Bay, be
reconciied with the ldes of leaving another

-oppressed peopls any longer under Spain,

Thus. on October 24, 1894, the Secretary of
Biate cabled this message Lo the American
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Schurman, president of Cornell University,
& greal Ubersl and an outstanding scholar,

The Schurman commimion arrived o Ma-
nils in Pelruscy 1000, some thme after the
outbhreak cf bestilities belween the Ameri-
can and Fillpino forces. The anly Philip-
pine territory oecuplied by the Americans was
the naval station at Cavite and the city of
Banils, Manis waa forced fo surrender un-
der & combined Fllipino-American pressure,
All the other provinces and tdands of the
Phllippines were under the control of an
Independent government of the Philippines
which was set up by the Filipinos & month
before at Malolos. This situstion naturally
increased the responafbilities and difeultiss
of the commisiofi. It not anly had to make
& study of the conditions of the ldunds amang
& hostile population but also had to help the
United Giates Army in the task of sequaint-
ing the pecple with America’s altrutstic pus-
[proes.

To understand the situation that faced the
Bechurman commission st this time, it s
necestary to consider the existing political
temper in the lslands. The Filipino people,
repeniodly rubjected to injustices and nbusss,
had tired of alring their gricvances and of
petitioning withowl avall for redress. Thelr
clamors for urgent and essentinl reforms In
the government remainsd unheeded. Haw- -~
ing exhauated all peaceful moans, they turned
to the Inst rescurse—revolution,

SESAER—EALS

When the revolt was of o locu! charscter
It was ensy for the Sps Government tg
qQuell it But tn 1E88 the revolution ae-
quired national proportions. It spresd net
erly to the provinces surrounding Manila
but to other fslands in the south ms well,
Indeed, It beenme w0 menncing that the Bpon-
i Government had to compromise with Ita
ifhders in U famous Faot of Blak-oe-bato—
by the terms of which Spain sgreed 1o Initiate
reforma in the government and to give in-
damnity to the Fillpinos in exchange for the
sufrender of wrma and the exile of the Fill-
pino  lenders. Melther of the parties—
Epaniard or Filipino—intended to live up to
his bargain, The Epsnlard had haped that
with the exile of thé Filipino lecders the
People would colm down, whils the Fili-
pina, with the indemnity money paid them,
intended to purchase arme. Tt was ot this
time that the Spanlsh-Ameriean War broke
aul,

It s Interesting to note that Dewey wad
instrumental in bringing Aguinaido, the ex-
Oed leader of the revolution, back to the
lands. In him, Dewey and the other mill-
tary commanders found a ready ally In the
war against Bpain. On the other hapd,
Agulnaldo, in lending his support to the
American forces, Bad hoped that the Phil-
Ippines would be eventually independent.
Oiven the signal to resume the struggle
aguinal Bpaln, the forces of the revolution
swept from Provinee to Provinee, foreing the
capttulation of Bpanish garrisons and fnally
reaching the gatea of the city of Manilia.
When ihe Trenty of Parts, of December
10, 1608, was signed, by ths terma of which
the Fhilipplnes was ooded by Bpaln to the
United Biates, the Flllpincs became bitterty
dlasppolnted. They quostioned the legitl.
macy af the tranafer, since the ceding power
no longer had any possession of ihe islands
In sdditior, they sntertained doubts as to
the teal intention of the United Btsies In
the Philippines. To snlighien them and to
win their confidencs became, therefore, the
Immediate task of the Commission. They
exhausted every method of concillation to
win popular support for the cause of pence
and the acceptance of American sovereignty,
In & prociamation the Commimion de-
clared that the aim and object of the Ameri-
can Qovernment =* * * s the well-being,
the prosperity, and the happioess of the

to immediats indapendence. To meconcile
the palitical rights and privileges of the Fill-
pings with the democratic trsditions snd
soversign rights of the United Bistes, the
Commision recommended from Lhe very atit-
set “to extend to the Filipinos lntger Liber-
ties of self-guvernment than Jeferson ap-
proved of for the inhabitants of Loulsiana
In such & scheme of government the peaple
were to be allowed to elect the members of
tha lower hotise af tha legislatus.

Filiping resistance, In the face of Amer=
fea’s superior arma and of ber liberal pro-
nouncements, cowld not last long.  Fore-
seelng the teymination of hostilities, Presi-
dent McEinley sent to the Philippines & sec-
ond Commission, hended by an outstanding
Jurist, Willism H. Taft, to exerclas the pow-
ern of & quasd eivil government in the lalends,

For the guldance of the Commimion, the
President aigned o letter of (nstructlons
drawn by o great statesman, Becretary Root.
In those instroctlons, the President enjolined
the Commision that the welfars of the
iatands should be & parsmount consideration
and, mmong other things, esid:

“In all the fiaids of government and ad-
mintstrative provisions which they sre su-
thorised Lo prescribe, the Commisaion ehould
bear in mind that the government which
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they are msisblishing ls designed not for our
satisfaction of for the srpression of cur theo-
retical views, but for the happiness, peace,
and prosperity of the poople of the Philippine
Ialands, and the messures sdopted should be
mads o conform to thelr customs, their hab-
its, and even thelr prejudices to the fullest
extent consistent with the mocompllshment
of the indispensabls requisites of just and

Commission proceeded to prepars s municl-
pal cude and & proviocial law which lovested
the pocple with the power of exerclatng wide

Subsequently, chree Filipinos wers ap-
polnted to the Commission and when Con-
“H“MI“M
mnmmmump—
ernment of the Philippines, Governor Taft,
siding with Mr. Cooper, the chatrman of
the Committes an Ineuilar Affairs, and with
other Hberals in the House, fought vigorously
for the inclusion in the bill of the proviston,
giving to the Filipino pecpie sn elective as-
sembly. In his whole sdministration, Mir.
Taft, aa President of the Commibmion, and as




T TL

L 4

ments. I wish to speak of the magnificent
contribution rendered by each of them,

In the Arst place, the Americen soldiers
are 0 be commended for their ezemplary
danduct during the military campaign in the

mnd Arthur MacArthur, they generally re-
spected the rights and lUberties of the el-
villan population as far as military necessity
permitied.  They treated thelr prisoners-of-
war in sccordance with the rules of Intler-
national law,

In the sdministration of civil affairs dur-
ing the military regime, thelr work was most
construciive. They facilitated the resump-
tion of the normal functioning of courts of
justies snd isued general orders governing
marriage and erlminal proceduse which are in
force up to the present. They mupervited with
fairness and tmpartinlity the frst municipal
elections Eeld in the Philippines under the
American fiag. Many of them sooepted oom-
missions in the Philippine Constabulsry, »
oational polic: orpantestion, which becama
& very impoctant factor in the maintienaces
f peace In the islands, Others becxm~ tesch-
eri.  Nothing waa more inrpifing than to
soe American soidiers, In the towns and
barrics they had cccupled, putiing sside
thelr rifles, and with book In hand, repairing
0 the public schools to teach the children
of those whom they hed only reconily faced
In the Beld of battle. But that was what
sctually took place—and that was the spirit
that was to win over the Filipinm in those
erticinl doyn.

In s first proclamation ' 1888, the
Bchurman commission declared the estab-
liahment of elementary schools and the pros
vislon for appropriste fecilities for higher
education 10 be of easdinal importance in the
American program for the lalands, And coe
of the firnt sota of the Taft commisslon pro-
yided for the appolntment of more than
1.0y American teachers. Thesa teschers and
the others who followed them becams mls-
sicparies of good will and the exponents of
American demoeracy among the masses,
They did a marvelous work because of thelr
meal and spliciiude and cons dering the con-
ditions they had to work under, Often, they

hed to siay s far and remote places, do-

vold of convenlences they had been used to,
The meal of these teachers was repaid fully,
BBAEAB-—BELS

however, by the enthuslasm shown by the
people’ for education. No people ever peorpi-
ed the blessings of education more resdily
than the Filipince. This s the reascn why
we never had to pass & low making public

educatlon compulsory,
In the report of the Bshurman commis-
slon, there was recognized sn o bacic need

for m sound offanteation of the szscutive
branch of the Oovernment, the exlatence of
& body of honest and eficlent government
offizials nnd employets. When the Taft com-
misslon wes orfanieed, the fifth act approved
bty them waa that praviding for a clvil-service
mystem tn which merit ard ftness alans
should govern, and thess qualifizations were
%o be determined by competitive sxaming.
tlon. Many Americans from the Dnited
Biates Civil SBervies wont to the Philippines
to take part in the work started by the Tnft
oommission, They were dil'gent and hon-
oui, colirtecus, and eficlent.

One of the enrly problema that faced the
new government was that of public health
and sanitation. The ingldents and mortal-
ity due to certain disensen were high all aver
ihe islands  Every now and then epldemics
of smallpox or cholern would break out.
Under American leadership, vigorous health
m“mmmmﬂumpm’m_
cinotion and the bullding of arteslan wells,
and stepn were taken L0 prevent the trans-
mimicn of disense by the mt, Ay, and mos-
gquito, Infant mortality, too, was reduced,
In the arpenimtion of the bureau of health
and its branches |n the provinces, In the
eetabilishment of hospitals and dispensaries
and maternity clinic, and in the quarantine
eervioe, American technical assistancs was ln-
valushle and doctors and birses made &
splendid record.,

The lawyers who were sppoloted to the
bench wern men of honor, learning, and abil-
ity and they helped in establiahing in the
lnlands an independent judiclary. Those
who entersd Into the law proctice wers falr-
minded and able men, and they hetped In
setiing up & high standard for the legal pro-
feaston, Both judges and lnw practitioners,
eclicitous of the people's welfare, poor and
rich alike, coopernted together in winning
from the maases falth and confidence in the
sdmiplstratlon of Justice.

In the building up of » sirong national
structure, roads and other iransporiation

w

facliities to develop trade and promote un-
derstandieg are sssentlal. Whan the civil
government was sstablished, with Covernor
Taf: at the head, the old Spanish rosd sys-
tem of bess than a thousand miles throughout
the lalands was nbmost destroyed, Most of
thoun roads were impnssable durlng the ralny
seazan, and the fecilities for travel in ihe
dry seagon wers wery limited. The problem
facing the Commimion was naot only to repatr
and widen the old roads but to bulld new
onot, A constructive pollcy for the bullding,
pepair, end muintenahoe of rooads was sdopled
by the Commisslon, prd sEpefienced; engl-
nexrs were brought from the United Suates,
Thest engibcers, throogh thelr technical
ebility, Industry, and endurance, esrrled out
the program with marked Thiss

7
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United Btates but was made righl there and
multiplied by thess enterprising men.
In saditlon to thess groups, there were
and stoncmists, journalists snd writers, sd-
‘uestors, indusirialists, and others, who oume
to the Phillppines to odd thewr contribution
o the lslands’ palitieal, social, sducstional,
in his own way, helped to lay the founds-
tons of & Bew netlon.

All thess pecpls were the ploneers of
America In the islands. They worked closely
together o0 make the Ameriean sdventure
in the Philippines & success.  They were Lthe
ane who blared the tralls of good and bu-
mane government in the lslands, and set the

englneers were alse helpful Lo the construc-
tion of walerworks, arteslan wolls, and pub-
lie bulldings.

The American misslonaries of all denomi-
nations and sects who came 10 the islandy
wein among those who rendesed walusble
service to the Filipino people,  As soon ma the
Rames of war died down, they established
schools nnd  misslopary centers, to work
smang the native inhabitants, often in re=
mote places, helping them o improve Lheir
lot and do away with disesses pnd prejudioos,
While these misslonaries did thetr religicus
and mismiconry work with ®meal, they did
nothing to prevent other exlsiing religious
Gfgunizations from enTying on thelr fe-
ligies metivities nod professiocs,  Religlous
freedoen, in place of relijpious intolerance, be-
cams the rule in the new reglme in which the
chureh became separated from the state.
‘Tals was cne of the blesings of democracy
which Americs brought to the Philippines.
When the main body of the Army was
withdrawn from Fhillppine service, many sn-
terprising Americans who came with the
Army d ik Ives in the lsland
ua Independent busibestmen, farmers, and
manufpcturers. Many of them, after a few
yearn of toll hecame prospercus,  With the
lncrense of Fhilippine trade with the United
States and other countries, grester impetus
mmwtﬂrmmtd
the lalands, and outside capiial wins eape-
clally needed. 1o a large measure, however,
1t may be ssld that the grester portion of
American capital invested In the Philip-
ploes before the war did not come from the

St euah

P which has been consistently follawed
in the succecding years. They were the ones
wha, for m time, suSered the natural eold-
“MW@(.M”*—
guered and who wadsd through their preju-
dices mnd Indference to win for America
in the end the everlasting and fervent af-
pecple.

Rothlng, of course, could have been sceom-
plished without the support snd cocperatian
of the Filipino people themaeives. The en-
vironmental faciors were indsed conducive
to progress and development, but the prinei-
pal reasan why so much success wns made
within & reistively ehort period of time wsa
that America found in the Philippines =
People poasessing & basic culture, politically
conscious, ready for the exercise of the pre-
rogatives and duties of self-government, and
responelve to the continuing demands of
P OETT,

It is sadd that shortly sfter his victory over
the Epanish Flest, Dewey, professing to ignors
the possibility that Bpain might be socceeded
by the Uniied Bistes in the Philippines,
prophesied that in 40 or 50 yesrs a Japaness
naval squedron might enter Manila Bay, aa
he had done, demanding surrender of Manils
nnd the Philippines. As Dewey predicted, so
the Japaness came. But one essential fact
1s to be moted and It s this: When Americs
came, we Filipinos sided with Amerios and
fought apsinst the existing soverelgn. When
45 years later, Japan came, we Fllipinos not
only sided with Amories, the soverslgn power,
but ourselves voluntarily and spootanecusly
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

Hobeaw, South Cerolina,
April 25, 1944,

TOP-SECRET

MEMORANDUNM

The Fresident entertained Prime Minister Curtin at lunch

today. After luncheon the President was closeted with the
Prime Minister for nearly an hour. The President directs that
the following notation be made a part of the files of the
Paoifio Var Councils

"In the course of conversation after lunch, Prime Minieter
Curtin expressed concern lest the accounts published about the
agreement batween Australia end New Zealand concerning the future
control of the Pacific might be misunderstood and possibly resented
in the United States mand in the United Kingdom. He wished to
syplain to the President what had brought about the agreement.
Prosident Roosevelt sald that he thought he hed already fipured
out what had ocourred. His guess is that Prime Minister Curtin
hed had very little to deo with the drafting but thot Evatt had
done most of it and others had merely agreed. Curtin said that
was sxsotly right: that a group hed discussed the future of the
white man in the Pacific and that they hed all disapproved of
the Government's India polioy snd feared that unless properly

handled China might turn against all white men. While pursuing
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TOP-SECIET -2

this thems the proposal for en mgresment betwsen Australia
and Wew Zealand was made and cerried in what may well prove

to be an excess of enthusiasm.
"president Hoosevelt directs that the record show

that his present opinion is that it will be best for us to
forget the whole incident. He told Curtin he hoped he

would stiend a Pacifie Wer Counail meeting when he returned

to the United States,"”

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOMN
. or
| u&ﬂﬂj January 12, 1944.

MEMORANDUM
’ The thirty-sixth meeting of the Pacific War Council was
| held in the Cabinet Foom of the Executive Offices, the White
House, Washington, D.C., &t 12:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January
12, 1944.
Pregent:

The President.

The Netherlands Ambessador, Dr. 4. Loudon.

The Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Wei Tao-ming.

The Canadian Ambsssador, Hon. Leighton McCarthy.

Vice Fresident Sergio Osmena, representing Hon. Manuel
Queszon, President of the Philippine Commonweslth.

The New Zealand Minister, Dr. Walter Nash.

The Australisn Minister, Sir Owen Dixon.

Sir Honald Campbell, E.E. end M.P., representing Viscount
Halifax, the British Ambagsador.

——y ——

In meeting, Ambassador MeCarthy presented his credentisls changing
his rank from Minister to Ambassador. The President stated that he had
made the suggestion through the Stete Department some time ago that

all countries should do away with the distinction between Minister

and Ambessedor end make everyone Ambassedor, but thet Hollend had
| : objected on the ground that it would invelve additicnal expense. He
suggested that perhape Australis and New Zealand might follow Canada's
exanple.

President Roosevelt stated that although the Council had not met

for over three months he felt that affairs in the Pacific are proceeding
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that Dr. Nash, in an interview with the press yesterday, had commented
favorably on the Pacifie situation and had expresged his opinion about
what should be done sbout the future of the Pacific islands. Presi-
dent Roosevelt informed the Council that his discuesions with
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-ehek and with Marshal Stalin were highly
satisfuctory--in that both had sgreed that Japan should be stripped
of her islend possessions and that the civil control of the ielends
north of the eguator should be teken over by the United Nations,
while the policing of the Western Pacific end, therefore, the
necessary air and naval bases should be taken over by those powers
capable of exercising effective militery control. Marshal Stelin

had gpecifically sgreed to the idea that Manchurisa, Formosa and the
Pescadores should be returned to China; thet the Koreans ere not yet
capable of exercising and maintaining independent government and
that they should be placed under & 40-yoar tutelsge; that Russisa,
having no ice-free port in Siberis, is desirous of getting one and
that Marshal Stalin looks with favor upen making lairen & free port
for all the world, with the idea that Siberiean exports end imporis
unﬂdhlnttmmmnprtufbnirmmdcuriadmﬂbenm
territory over the Manchurien Reilroad in bond. He agrees that the
Manchurien Railwsy should become the property of the Chinese Govern-
ment. He wishes all of Sakhalin to be returned to Fuesis and to
have the Kurile Islends turned over to Ruseia in order that they may
exercise control of the streits leading to Siberia.
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President Roosevelt stated that it was extremely gratifying
to him to find that the Generslissimo end Mershel Stalin saw "eye
to eye'with him on all mejor problems of the Pacific and that he
felt that there would be no difficulty in reaching egreements about
the control of the Pacific once Japen had been completely conquered.

President Roosevelt steted that he thinks the Pacific War
Council is the body that should work out preliminary studies about
the finel solution of the Pacific probleme as all interested powers
are represented in the Council except Fussia, whose agreement might
be expected in view of the discussions the Fresident had already had
with Marshel Stalin.

President Roosevelt also recalled that Stalin is familiar with
the history of the Liuchiu Islands and that he is in complete agree-
ment that they belong to China and should be returned to her, and
further that the civil administration of all islends now controlled
by Japan should be taken over by the United Nations with, as steted
before, military control of specific strong points assigned es
necessary to maintein the peace. Presldent Hoosevelt stated that
he believed that everyone agreed that the civil administration of
the Pacific Ielands is & responsibility that should be carried out
for the benefit of the populstions and that their administration
will always be a source of expense rather than profit.

After some general discuseion it was agreed that military
requirements would have to be studied and the studies reviewed from

time to time and that the Council should not make any delinite

-




commitments until such studies had been fully considered.

President Hoosevelt stated that he believes the United States
would be willing to act as police agent throughout the Marshells,
Carolines, Marisnnas and Bonins until Chine is ready to take over
her share of policing.

There was general discussion of how & committee could be
formed that would represent the United Nations, snd Fresident
foosevelt reminded the Council that &t Quebec & number of the
members had agreed in principle that all of the United Hations
would have s function similer to & board of directore, but that
it would be necessary to have & smell executive committee with
suthority to teke immediste action when action is necessary to
maintain the peace.

Discussion then shifted to the ielands south of the. equator
and President lioosevelt stated that it seemed to him that after
the last war the distribution of islends in the neighborhood of
New Zesland end Australia had been rether hit or miss and that
perhaps & reassignment of these islends might be considered. Dr.
Hash suggested that Mew Zealand's interests went as far east as
the Society and Tusmotu groupe, and President Hoosevelt laughingly
suggested that since they were so very ambltlous perhaps New Zealand
should extend its control to hustralie.

Dr. Hesh replied that he was quite serious in pointing out the

very great interest that New Zealend hes in establishing ownership
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of outposts to defend her northern epproaches and thet she is

neceesarily interested in air routes linking her to the rest of
the world. The future ownership of Timor wes releed and the
Netherlands Ambessador reminded the Council that pert of Timor
belongs to Hollend and that they ere very much intereeted in
meinteining their hold there.

A general discussion of the value of New Celedonia followed
during which the French administration of the islande was guite
generally criticised, but lightly defended in some respects by
Sir Owen Dixon. President Roosevelt guoted Admiral Halsey as
saying that the French administration had been very bad and that
they should not be permitted to continue control of the islands.

Sir Owen Dixon stated that he thought the French were at
a disadvantege in trying to develop the resources because of their
lack of shipping and because they have no markets to which the great
mineral wealth of the islands might be shipped. On the other hand,
he pointed out that New Caledonie is one of the natural cutposts
and barriers for the future security of Austrelia and New Zealand
and that the minersl resources of New Caledonis ere badly needed by
those two commonwealths. Ur. Nash edded that the New Hebrides &nd
the Fiji Islends ere also & part of the natural protection for
Austrelis and New Zealand. President Roosevelt steted that he

e
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perscnally ftil:t very sympathetic to transferring control of those
islands to Australise and New Zealand and that he does not feel that
the part that France has pleyed in the war, perticulerly in the
Pacific, entitles her to any decisive voice in the peace of the
Pacifiec.

President Hoosevelt repeated what he had at-nt:nd to the Council

at & previous meeting--that Admiral Byrd is making & study of the

Marquesas and Tuamotu groups with the idea of selecting air field
sites.

Dr. Nesh said that if the President considered it a proper
question he would like to ask whether the United States will grant
free passage of aircraft from Europe through the Paname Canal to
th:l_r Marquesas, ag on that decieion rests all of New Zesland's future
commercial eir plans. President Roosevelt stated that his own view
is that the sircraft of all respectable nations should be permitted
to refuel and reservice at any island or continentel air bese they
might desire to and that the only restrictions placed upon them
should be to forbid the carrying of passengers or freight from one
point in & country to another point in the s&me country. In other
worde, he saw no reason why British planes should not use the ports
of New York end San Frencisco to refuel when flying pessengers and
freight from Europe to Australla, but saw every reason why they
ghould not carry passengers &nd freight from New York to San Frencisco.
Dr. Nash pointed out that pome of the United Stetes &ir lines might

e
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well hold that carrying pessengers and frelght from Honolulu to San
Frencisco is an internal trensportation question end that, if so,

we might esteblish other islands in the Pecific farther west which virtuslly
would block the development of sir lines by any other power in the

Pacific. President Roosevelt said that he had no doubt there would be
difficulty in obtaining genersl agreemeant, but that his own belief is
that air lines should be made as free as we are able to meke them

mlnpt. that for & good many yeers to come the Germens should not be

allowed any planes or plene factories or even to tesch aviation with
gliders.

Ambaseador McCartly predicted that Americen eir compenies will
struggle to have exclusive rights over & considereble area of the Pecifie,
and that Cansda expects to handle her air problems by government control
of all air lines. He stated that Canada may find herself in & very
favorable position, in that meny useful air fields will be within her
domain, particularly if northern routes &re developed between Ruseia
and Siberia. He stated that, of course, they expect to continue to
allow the genersl use of their fielde in Nova Scotis and elsewhere
by eirlines of other nations.

Dr. Hash ssked if the President is familiar with Mangarive in
the Tuamotu group. He seid that he hed been informed that there was
a fine lagoon there and that it might be very valuable.

The Hetherlands Ambassador reised the question of the invest-
ment of foreign money in air lines snd pointed out thet this is a

matter that requires u‘;rnful gerutiny as the Germens may use it

-T- oorEanr
. M

I

s 5 | T i
Regraded Unclassified
|



e & < (o (Lo 8 o [0 ST e

ocrrpl
Veliik

SECRET
to evade any restrictions placed them. He stuted that he is
informed that they heve alreedy started developments in Sweden
that will be of use to them when they lose their own factories
and facilities.
Ambagsador McCarthy asked whether it could be assumed that L
Russia would exercise stste ownership of all her air lines and
there was general agreement that that may be expected. President
Hoosevelt pointed out how guarded the hussians heve been in not
allowing any of our fliers to operate in either Siberia or Rissia
gnd that slthough we are delivering e great many fighter plenes
through Alsske end Siberis, the Russiane will not allow our fliers
to go into Siberia, but teke over the planes &ai Fairbenke, not-
withetanding their admitted shortage of pilots.
The Netherlands Ambsssador sssured the Council thet in future
discussions of the redistribution of Pacific islends, Holland would
offer no difficulties in matters of security besed on & purely
reciprocal egreement.
President Roosevelt steted that in the matter of future world
gecurity and pemce, he feels that the nations who have borne the
brunt of the fighting heve & Tight to exercige continued econtrol of
beses whose loss would jeopardize future securlty end that he hed
definitely in mind that the intereste and security of the United :
Stetes are involved in maintsining military air fields in the Cape s
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Verde Islendes and at Deker, wherees the sovereignty and civil
administration of those aress are not & matter of profound
concern except as they affect the exerciese of air power in those
BTBEE.

In edjourning at 1120 p.m., the President suggested that
all members be prepared to continue further discussions of
Pacific islends &t the next meeting.

R

Hear pdmiral, U.G.N.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 29, 1943.
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The thirty-fifth meeting of the Pacifiec War Council wug held in
the Cabinet Foom of the Executive Offices, the White House, Washington,
D.C., &t 12:20 p.m., on Wednesday, September 29, 1943.

3

The Preegident.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affeirs, Dr. T. V. Soong.

The Cenadisn Minister, Hon. Leighton MeCarthy.

The Austrelisn Minister, Sir Owen Dixon.

Sir Ronald I. Campbell, E.E. and M.P., representing Viscount
Helifax, the British Ambassador.

Beron W. van Boetzelaer, E.E. end M.P,, representing Dr. A. Loudon,
the Hetherlands Ambassador.

Vice President Sergio Osmensa,representing Hon. Manuel Quezon,
President of the Philippine Commonwesalth.

Mr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary, Charge d'Affairs ad interim,
representing Dr. Walter Nash, the dew Zealand uinister.

Prescident Foosevelt informed the Coun~il that he had been delayed
becauge of the necessity of holding & conference with the Governor of
Horth Dakota on the important subject of wheat production for next
year. He stated that, of course, the world food supply is becoming more
and more of a problem as the greater part of the world becomes dependent

on the help they can get from the Allied nations end that although all

Allied nations &are now prnuun.ing more food than we ever have before, our

own people are having less &nd less to eal because of the gquantities we
are sending to others. The United States, therefore, plans to greatly

inorease wheat production next year and it ls understood that Cannda and

hustralia are making similar preparations. The Australian Minister (Sir
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Owen Dixon) stated that in Australia the grest problem is labor and that

thechﬂuscnrhhruuprnmtumﬁudomgdlthtmrathﬂﬂn
might.

President Roosevelt said that his only current war newe of the Pecific
is the confirmation of the news despstches concerning our devestating air
attack on the Japsnese forces at Wewsk during which seven shipe &nd nearly
€0 enemy planes were destroyed. As this is the third mejor loss the
Jepanese have suffered st Wewak, it is hoped thst it will be an important
interruption to whetever plans they may have hed for the defense of that
area, Sir Owen Dixon said that he had purposely not eanguired sbout what
the Allied plans may be; but that it is apparent even to & layman thet we
muet esteblish an air base near Cape Gloucester in western New Britain
in order to protect the approaches to Lae and Selsmaus and that he believed
that the Japanese strength in that area has been so weakened that this
ghould not be too difficult to accomplish. He ssid thet the fighting around
Lee snd Selemasus had been tough end determined but that the Jepanese troops
sncountered were not nesrly as determined and skillful as hed been expected;
so that,while our losses had been less than we expected, the Japanese had
been practicelly ennihilated, frequently by artillery fire alone, snd thet
the survivors had teken to the bush where it is expected they will starve
to death.

President Foosevelt stated that everybody is &t a loss to understand
the resgon for General MecArthur's recent press announcement about "islend
hopping", &s it gave the impression that MachArthur's plans of campeipgn

were being ignored, whereas, ss the Councll knows, the Presgident had spoken
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against "island hopping" at least eight months sgo and thet our intention

{s to strike direct blows at the heart of Jupan £s soOn &5 We Are in a
position to do so. The President contlnued thet he is very disappointed at
our failure to live up to expectstions in delivering supplies to Chins by
air end that our feilure is due to "bugs" that have developed in C-46
transports in flying the Himalayss. These planes, which had given a good
performence in othsr areas, had developed difficulties in the Far East
and it had taken some time to overcome the mechenicsl troubles. Al though
past performence has been disappointing, we have sctually succeeded in
delivering 6,000 tons during August and hope to reach the goal of 7,000
tons next month.
After some discussion it was sgreed between President Roopevelt and
Dr. Soong that the latest information indicetes that Vice Admiral Hountbatten
will leave for hie new station eerly in October and that he will confer with
the Generslissimo sometime about the middle of October. Fegret waeg expressed
that the public had been given to understard that a conflict in suthority
and interests would develop between Mountbatten and Mschrthur; whereas, of
course, it was well understood by everyone in suthority that geography
itgelf required the maintensnce of entirely sepsrate comnends which would,
of course, help each other as circunstances might require and permit.
President Roosevelt sald that he Jug very grateful to ell countries
who had contributed to the reception of Mrs. Foceevelt during her recent
air journey to the Southwest Pacifie. He sald that Mrs. Roosevelt thoroughly

enjoyed every poment of it snd was greatly touched by the cordial reception
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ghe had received, It will take her & long time to detsall ell thet she
gaw and did, as all of her days were so crowded, but cne outstanding
fact is that she ectuelly saw over 500,000 troops in the Southwest Peeifie.

She was very much interested by the colorful snd fine appearance of the

o D0 e il ] I

pative troopse in Fiji and Samoca.

President Roosevelt said thet one of the outstsnding events in the

5 I DR

Pacific since the last meeting was the occupetion of Kiske. He guid thet “a
while we cen rejoice that it had not cost us eny lives for the occupation, "
it will remein one of the amusing incidents of the war that,efter cereful
preparation and training, fifty thousend troops pucceeded in capturing only
three deserted dogs. Reference was &lso mede to the successful, though
costly, sir raid on Paramurhiro when tem of our plenes lended and were
interned on Kamchetks; the devestating bombardment of Mercus Islend; the
occupation of Nanumes, end the successful campaign in the Solomone and

New Guines. Repeated reference was made to the feiling performence of
Jepenese pilots and the constent attrition they sre suffering in their
merchant marine.

President Hoosevelt steted that everyoane knew thet he and Prime
Minister Churchill hoped to have & conference with Stalin in the near
future, and that when such & meeting occurred an opportunity might offer
to sound out Mr. Stalin sbout the use of Eiberien airperts for our etteck
on Jopsn. President Roosevelt seid thet he would not embarress Mr. Btslin
by meking a direct request for such use but that he hoped an opportunity
might offer to give us some inkling ebout Mr. Stelin's probable attitude

as the war edvances.
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In reply to & question from the President, Dr. Soong seld that he
had no subject to discuss with the Council &nd ell other members steted
that they had no subject to bring up. President Roosevelt sald that he ]
knew all members would be interested to hear how much he had enjoyed his 3
two vieits to Canada end the friendly welcome he hed received there, Mr. ;
McCarthy was persuaded to recount his outstanding fishing experience of H
the summer in beving & muskel-lunge selze & bess just &= he was pulling it :
into the boat end the President responded with & story of catching e seil- ~'-”“ll
fieh without .u hook. The fishing stories led to completely informal
discuseion of the recent electione in dustrelie, New Zesland, and Canade.
The President expressed the opinion that the people of ell of our
countries are tired of old feces and want to get some new blood in office.

Pregident Roosevelt snid that he thought it would be a good thing for
all membars of the Council to present the war in Italy to their people as
a crusade to drive the Hun from Rome snd to free the Pope. He paid that
he thought we should ell try to emphssize thet it 1z & crussde &nd that
guch propaganda would be helpful to the Allied ceuse emong people of all
religions and of ell creeds.

The Charge d'Affeirs of New Zealond (sr. Cox) asked if we had eny
information about the present Jupenese rate of building eirplenes.
Pregident Hoosevelt said thet unfortunately we have not end that he felt
we should lock to Chins for information about that &s well &s sbout

Jupenese shipbuillding. Dr. Scong seid he thinke the Japanege have developed

a very much improved pursuit plane but thet they ere losing in total numbers
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of planes and the quantity of their pilots ls felling off rapidly, owing
to the great number of experienced pilote who have been killed in the
various actions. Dr. Soong slso stated in reply to & guestion that the
Chinese are being forced by the Jupanese to bulld a great meny wooden
ships for Japanese service and that engires for such craft are sent out
from Jepan.

There being no further subjecte for discuseion, the meeting was ad-
journed at 1:00 p.m.

After the meeting, Dr. Soong had & long private conversation with
the President, and Sir Owen Dixon discussed with the President Austrelia's

feeling about a rumored visit by Mr. Willkie.

L}lx@m\’\
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MEMORANDUM

The thirty-fourth meeting of the Pacific War Couneil was held
in the Cabinet Foom of the kxecutive Offices, the White House,
Washington, D.C., at 12:20 p.m., on Wednesday, August 11, 1943.

Eresent:

The Presiden t.

The Netherlands Ambassador, Dr. A. Loudon.

The Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Wel Tao-ming.

The Australian Minister, Sir Owen Dixon.

&ir R. I. ﬂll]:lblll E.E. and M. F-, rﬂ:lrﬂumting Viscount
Halifax, the British Ambassador.

Mr. J. M. Elizalde, Hesident Commissioner of t.l:m Philippine
Commonwealth, representing Hon. Manuel Quezon, President
of the Philippine Commonwealth.

Mr. Merchant Mahoney, Counselor, representing Hon. Leighton

; McCarthy, the Canadian Minister.

= Mr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary, representing Dr. Walter Nash,

the New Zealand Minister.

bl s,
. s L

President Roosevelt informed the Council thet he had just made
£ a voice record of a message to the people of the Philippines end
arranged with Resident Commissioner klizalde that & copy should be
_ sent to President Quezon. The Resident Commissioner informed the

Council that President Quezon is making setisfactory progress snd

thet his previous recoveries from sttecks of tuberculosis give
hope that he will soon be well again. President Hoosevelt informed
the Council that, as they might infer from the news of the arrival
in Canada of the Prime Minister, he, President Roosevelt, looks

forward to conversations with the Prime Minister in the next day
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or so and that he expects to go to Quebec before very long for dis-

BECHET

cussions between the Combined British and Americasn Chiefs of Staff.
He hopes that the visit to Quebec may include some opportunities for
fishing. Various members of the Council expressed the hope that he
would have guccessful fishing of all kinds.

President Roosevelt stated that the only war development in the
Pacific of importance since the last meeting is the capture of Munda
on New Georgia Island. He announced that the Jepanese defense of
Munda had been stubborn and that ite capture had resulted in
comparatively heavy losses on both sldes. This experlience, ha
continued, serves to emphasize again the tremendous cost in time
and lives in an island-to-igland drive on Japan. He expressed the
opinion that it is another proof that we must find a more direct

attack on Japan, since the present rate of progress would take

 one hundred years to bring complete wvictory.

The President continued that he is glad to announce that, whereas
at the last meeting he had to admit great disappointment in the slow
trickle of supplies to China, he can now report thet there has been
great improvement and that by September we have every reason to hope
that supplies will be delivered by air et the rate and in the emounts
we had set as our goal geveral months &go.

President Roosevelt continued that while he believed it is highly
improbeble that the Germans will collapee this fall, he, nevertheless,
believes that the recent change in government in Italy indicates that

collapse may occur more abruptly then we expect. Since this ie a

B
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possibility, it is evident that the Pacifle Wer Council should be
considering plans for the energetic prosecution of the war against
Japan as soon &3 forces are relsased from the war in the West. When
Germany is subdued it is evident that greatly incressed forces will
be immedistely aveilable to the United Stetes, CGreat Britain, Holland,
and possibly French forces, to be employed egainst Japan. We must
have clearly in mind how they can be employed to the best effect.

It seems evident that one of our most effective steps is to provide
modern armg and equipment for the Chinese Army and that plens must
be ready to carry out that measure. FReallzing, as we do, that China
has a vast number of trained aviators and soldiers who lack only

the equipment to wage successful offensive war againet Japan, the
importance of supplying China with arms is evident. We may also
heve the hope of using Siberian bases for eir attacks egainst Jepan.
The complete destruction of Hamburg is an impressive demonstration
of what can be done by long-range bombing. If we cen use Siberian
air fields, the only requirement is a sufficient number of long-range
bombers to attack the heart of Japan in & manner that she will find
it hard to endure, We have no assurance that the Russians will
agree to the use of their bases but we have evidence in the recent
disputes between Japan and Russia that the Fupsisns heve no cause

to love Japan. President Hoosevelt sald that he hoped the members
of the Council would consider weys and means of attacking Japan

as the power and strength of our forces in the Pacific are increased.
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Dr. Loudon stated that he agrees emphatically that we must make

up our minds to go to Tokie direct without too much struggling
around the edges.

President Boosevelt said that he believes more and more military
and naval men are reeching the conclusion that we must cut in north
of the Philippines to bresk the Jepanese line and thereby gein control
of all of Jepan's conqueste to the gouth by severing their line of
suUpply .

Dr. Loudon seid that he agrees fully but that he thinks we
should not lose sight of the fact that an attack on the Jepanese,
wherever they mey be found, is always & direct contribution toward
winning the war. He sald thet the reports they have of the recent
bombing of Surabays Are most encouraging, both because of the amount
of damage inflicted and because of the demonstration to the conquered
people that the Allied nations are, in fact, battling to come to
their rescue.

President Roosevelt stated that only that morning he hed received
relisble reports that our bombing of the Floesti oil fields was a
very great success in that the Germans had not expected accurate bomb-
ing and that as & result nesrly seventy percent of the fmcilities
have been destroyed. General Chennault also reports that he has
destroyed 45,000 tons of Japanese shipping during July. The success
of these long-range bombing measures sre impressive and glves us

good reason to believe that we can punish Japan, Atself, as soon as
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a pufficient number of long-range bombers can be brought into setion

against her.

President Foosevelt expressed his sdmiration of the fine diplomscy
with which Molotov has been hendling the Japenese in the digcussions
of the gelzing ofIRl.'luainn ships by Japan. Molotov has brought the
Jepanese to terms by refusing to be sidetracked to eny side issues
or discussions of internationsl law and hes held to his blunt demand
that Japen release without delay the Fuseian ships thet they have seiszed.

President Hoosevelt said that he thought he had no other subject
to discuss and cslled for comment by any member of the Council. None
were made. President Hoosevelt then volunteered that he thought the
Counecil might be interested to know that he is planning to have surveys
ssde by commercial air lines of two ereas in the Pacific - the Marquesas
and the Tusmotu group. This is being done &s & preliminary to post-war
planning. The President stated &s his opinion that after the wer
certain Pacific airports should be evailable to ell nations. In
furtherance of this genersl policy, the results of our present survey
expeditions would be made evaileble to other nations.

President Roosevelt explained that his opinion is that three
general routes to Australisa and New Zealand eghould be cerefully
investigated now. These routes he described as follows:

{a) New York to Acapulco, to Clipperton, to the Marquesas,
and thence to the westward via basese that are now
being developed.

(b) Europe and North Africe to the West Inddes, to Panams,
to the Gelapagos, to the Tuemotu Archipelago and west.




a sufficient number of long-range bombers cen be brought into action
against her.

President Foosevelt expregsed his admiration of the fine diplomacy
with which Molotov has been hendling the Japenese in the discussions
of the peizing of -Rmminn ships by Japan. Molotov hes brought the
Japanese to terms by refusing to be sidetracked to any side issues
or discussions of internationsl law &nd haeg held to his blunt demand
that Japan release without delay the Fussisn eships that they have seiszed.

Fresident Roosevelt said that he thought he had no other subject
to discuss and celled for comment by any member of the Council. None
were made. FPresident Roosevelt then volunteered thet he thought the
Council might be interested to know that he is planning to have surveys
made by commercial air lines of two areas in the Pecific - the Marguesas
end the Tuamotu group. This is being done ss a preliminary to post-war
planning. The President stated &s his opinion that after the war
certain Pacific airports should be available to all nations. In
furtherance of this generel policy, the results of our present survey
expeditions would be made evaileble to other nations.

President Roosevelt explained that his opinion is that three
general routes to Australia and New Zealand should be carefully
investigated now. These routes he described as follows:

(a) New York to Acapuleco, to Clipperton, to the Marquesas,
and thence to the westward via beges that sre now
being developed.

(b) Europe and North Africa to the West Indies, to Panama,
to the Galapagos, to the Tusmotu Archipelago and west,
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{c) As & possible route but probably not one that need

be carefully considered now -~ from Chile to Easter

Islend, to the Henderson Ieland, &and westwerd.
Admirel Byrd, with some civilisn end naval advisors, is expected to
commence & gurvey in the near future. As before stated, the recom-
mendations will be the common property of all nations, and it is
hoped that the French will be willing to release the bases that the
world may need.

Sir Owen Dixon seid that, of course, his country will be very
much interested. He said that he had heard thet the Jepanese are
making some progress in winning over the netives of New Cuinea by
telling them that their encestors live in Japan.

There being no further subjects to discuss, the Council adjourned

at 1300 p.m. to await the call of the President.

W I\ SFRewn

on Erown,
Rear Admiral, U.S.Navy.
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The thirty-third meeting of the Pacific War Council was held
at 12:20 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, July 21, 1943, in the Cabinet
HRoom of the Executive Offices, the White House, Washington, D.C.

Eresent:

The President.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong).

The i’iu-}?ruiﬂmt of the Fhilippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio
Osmena) .

The Canadien Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy).

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon).

Sir Honald Campbell, E.E. and M.P. (representing Viscount Halifax,
the British Ambessador).

Baron W. van Boetselaer, E.E. and M.P. (representing Dr. A. Louden,
the Netherlsnds Ambassador).

Mr. G. S. Cox, First Secretary, New Lesland Legation (representing
Hon. Walter Nash, the New Zealand MWinister).

Fresident Roosevelt stated that he wes encouraged by recent action
in the Pecific. This action, he pointed out, consisted of a series of
minor engagements - about four in number - ia which the Jepanese had
suffered much greater losses than the United Etates, having lost
numerous light cruisers, destroyers and caergo ships. In the air also
they have suffered much grester losses, the President said, citing one

recent case in which, in one action, a total of 60 out of 90 Jupanese

planes were shot domn. If we had this sort of attrition of United States
i forces, the Fresident pointed out, it would worry us greatly, and it

must constitute considerable worry to the Japanese. However, the

important point is that we lack accurate knowledge of current Japanese
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construction in aircraft. The President then asked Dr. Soong if he could
help us in obtaining data on this subject. Dr. Soong replied that he
would pass this request back to his people and he thought there was some-
thing they could do as they had varicus sources of information. The
President suggested contacts that the Chinese must have through businesse-
men who went into occupied Chine and Korea.

Dr. Soong then mentioned the recent change in the Air Forece Chief in
Japan, the newly appointed Chief being a prince of roysl blood. Dr. Soong
pointed out that such an exalted personage took charge of affairs in Jepen
only when there was trouble below.

The Preeident added that we did not have sny information on ship
construction either. He stzted that he felt the destruction of merchant
shipping was almost more important than navel ships. Dr. Soong said that
ehipping in certain key ports, like Hong Kong, bhad fallen off recently,
indicaeting & scercity of Japanese ships. The President stated that he
figured et the start of the wer the Japanese had 6,000,000 tons of shipping,
including all the ships they acquired from siam, Indo China, etc. The
President figured that we have been sinking one and one-half million
tone & year and, accordingly, the Japanese would have had four end one-half
million tons left as of last January, but that the trouble was we do not
know what the Japanese ship construction ie and so it is difficult to
figure out what they now have on hand. The Army and the Navy figure Japanese
ship construction to be three to four hundred thousand tone per year. The
President sald that he figured it wes close to five hundred thousand toms,
which would leave the Japanese with a net logs of one and one-half hundred
thousand tons, but he sdded that this was pure guess work.
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Dr. Soong repesated that they had certain sources of information and
* he felt they could oltain something mccurate sbout Js anese airplane and
ship construction. The President asked what the Chinese estimate Japanese
airplane construction to be. Dr. Soong said that they estimate it to be
very low - about 600 planes per month. The President figures this to be
about six to seven thousand per year, about 5,000 combet planes,

Dr. Soong added that in recent Allied reids,over Canton for instance,
the Japanese had sent up as interceptors very old types of plenes, which
waE & gtrong indication of a shortage of first-line Japanese airplanes.

The President then stated that @verything seemed to be coming along well
in the Aleutians. He said that he and Admiral King frequently put them-
selves in the position of the Japenese and tried to figure out what they
would do if they were in commend of the Japanese fleet. They figure that
muﬂmmmrmummmh-xtm&ndﬂlm“;ﬁﬂm
Aleutians to Hawaii, the one principal Btrongpoint, down through the
South and Southwest Pacific. Accordingly, they feel that our one weakness
would be an attack by the entire Japanese battle fleet as a strong single
concentration of sea power; that if this attack were preceded by certain
deception so that we were caught totally unaware, we might suffer sericus
consequences. He mentioned that the Jepanese had attacked Midway with a
very large force but that we were not caught by surprise and got there
first, with the result that all of us know, He added that if the Japanese
sent & strong concentration of sea power suddenly against us in the Solomons
we would, if lucky, be able to withdraw to Australia, and, without luck, we
nigbtlmmmufummm&lmu Aren,
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h.ﬂm'mmmldmtwmunﬁhwmnpmnceuﬂdwih
themselves to the heavy losses they have been sustaining. The President
said nobody really knows, but perhaps 1t is their imitative characteristics;
having suffered them once, they don't mind doing it again.

mmmmm{m.hmmmj said that the answer, in
his opinion, is that the Japanese cen not stop the loeses.

The President then mentioned that &lihough we are approaching Munda
nwhuliduummlrninmmumrmorﬁurutadulﬂmt
mllmi,mmm&mwmlhlm,ﬁntmmulmh
Miﬂdﬂnlhﬁﬂdmthatpotth&uh&hfighﬂng,ﬂiohuk“m.
advance against the Japanese very slow.

Dr. Soong said he had heard that recently four Jepensse divieions
had been sent from the Russian front as replacements to the Solomons.
mmmhtlﬁdhnmuldmtwﬂmhudthurthquhnﬂddnthh
because they certainly should not be suffering a shortage of manpowar,

Dr. Soong said that it was undoubtedly the quality of troops in which they
were interested as these divisions brought from the Russian front were
erack outfita.

The President then said that probably Vice Preeident Osmens would

be interested in his next remerks. He said that our progress against the
Japanese was so slow on the island-to-island basis that he figures it would
take 101 years to get to Tokio. Accordingly, he figures the proper strategy
mhumqmmm-urmhmwm,m&
wmmﬂwmmm,mnMsmuw-m




at the heart of Japan proper more quickly, as well as isclate & large portion
of Japanese-held territory, such as the Dutch East Indies, Indo-China, Burma,
etc., and also threaten Truk and other mid-Pacific Japanese islands. The
President sald that he thought it was an attractive ides but that we are

not quite ready to do it. (Note: At this point & letter was handed to |

the President, who, upon reading it, said he would like to see Vice Presi-
dent Osmena after the conference to discuss the letter with him).

The President said that the transportation of supplies from India
across Burma into Chins was very slow, meny things contributing to this,
such as bad weather and the difficulties of river transportation. He said
nnhplusinJulrmbeumhdinmmtmdwuﬂmwhmnmat
comes we find that we can not execute them until September. Things in
general are not going well along this transportation line, he said, but
we have made certain changes in persomnel, sending new people out there
with the hope that & new broom will sweep clean. The Generalissimo knows
all this and knows that we are doing, as he said, our demmest to do what
wWe can.

The President said to Hon. Leighton McCarthy that he would like to
see him after the meeting to discuss = fishing trip.

Speaking of trips, he said, Dr. Soong is about to leave on a secret
mission to the South Pole.

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) seid that he had been wonder-
ing whether our plens in the Southwest Pacific called for an advance of
Allied forces along the northern cosst of New Guinea, because from their
standpoint New Guinea, at best, was difficult terrain to overcome. The
President said that he had his doubts about the New Guinea campaign because
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of the great time involved in gaining & limited objectlive. &Eir Owen
Dixon then mentioned the feet that they were certain now, if given

enough ground troops, that they could do a job out there, but that it
mldhm,mm,mmmntmmhmurm
power which could do the same job more economicelly and more guickly.

The President said that, incidentally, he had gotten a letter from
an American doctor, a friend of his, in New Zesland, who stated that
after the war he wanted to settle down in New Zealand for life as it
wes the grandest country he had ever seen.

Mr. Cox said that General Freyberg, who had recently passed through
here, had made remarke which substantiated Sir Owen Dixon's remarks
goncerning the use of ground troops and air power in the Southwest
Paoific. General Freyberg had sald that if we have to use one Australian
or one American for esch Japanese soldier we killed, it will be like,
innhni,wmlqmtuuhlpm,mdmdththelnrgemmﬂ
force we had assembled in that ares there were stlll relatively small
points of contact with the enemy. The President said, however, thet in
mmtmuhu:mdlm,mmtthmﬁmulhclﬂhurcm
out of the Philippines he felt that the Japanese was a great warrior and
fighter and he was very pessimistic about how we were going to defeat
them, although defeat them we must. The Fresident said that, however,
it now looked as though we had learned & little about jungle warfare
ourselves.

Eir Owen Dixon said it was interesting to observe what the Australian
soldiers who had recently returned from fighting the Germans thought about

the Japsnese. These Australians think the Jap & very, very tough individual
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but that tactically and strategically they are not great opponents.

Mr. Cox then asked the President if he had eny information om our
air raid from the Aleutians over Paramushiro. The President sald that
the newspapers had played up the story & great deal but that the other
gide to it was that the flight wes a very long one; the fog is always
treacherous up therej only a small bomb loed can be carried; and so the
whole thing was only & gamble and more nearly approached & reconnaissance
flight. He also said that these islande were not very important to the
Japanese and it would not be & particularly big thing even if we
ocoupied them, but that we would then have ﬁo same difficulty supply-
ing ourgelves there as the Jupanese had supplying themselves in Attu
and Kiska. He said incidentally, so far ss we know, no supplies had
gone into Eiska recemtly, not even by submarine.

The Canadisn Minister pointed out that mow that we have gone to
the great trouble of driving the Japanese out of the Aleutians we
don't seem to know what to do with the islands. The President said
that the most important pert of it was the psychological effect on
our people and the Canadians.

The President turned to Vice President Usmena and said that in
the letter which had been handed to him & few minutes earlier a
comment was made with reference to Japanese promises of independence
which were being made to the Philippines, Burma and others. Baron Van
Boetzelaer said that they had heard from broadcests that a logal

government had been set up in Java., The President gaid he could not

imagine the Japanese giving independence to anyone but that it called
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to his mind the question of Indo-China. He paid that he felt Indo-China
should not be given back to the French Empire after the war. The French
hlﬂhﬂthﬂifﬂrnmllmhﬂﬂdrﬂrﬂﬂﬂﬂ-hl.ddm#lmw
nothing with the pﬂ.l.n.:n to improve the lot of the people. He then asked
Dr. Soong how many people there were in Indo-China. Dr. Soong replied
about 35,000,000 and that they were gomewhat similar to the Siamese. The
President said that he felt 35,000,000 people should not be exploited;
that the French had taken s great deal from them. Probably for each
pound they got out of the place they put in only ome shilling. The
President seid that after the war we ought to help these 35,000,000
people in Indo—China. Haturally they could not be given independence
immediately but should be teken care of until they are able to govern
themselves. He compared the situation to the Philippines. He sald in
1900 the Filipinos were mot ready for independence mor could a date be
ﬂ:adthmuhunthnymulﬂbe.lmrp;hliumrhhdtnbem:nam
of first. The people had to be educated in local, &nd, finally, national
governmental affeirs. By 1933, however, we were able to get together with
thﬂﬂpimnﬂddl.gl‘umldlh,mnl}l%ﬁ, when they would be
ready for independence. Since this development worked in that case, there
is no reason why it should mot work in the case of Indo-China. In the
meantime we would hold Indo-Chine as a trustee. This word, he said, can
not even be translated into some languages. It means to hold for the
benefit of the owner.

The Canadian Minister asked what the status of Indo-Chins was at the

present time. The President pointed out that the French there had
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submitted to occupation at the point of & sword and so eny egreements
reached were of no value. Dr. Soong sald that the French Governor was
only a shedow &t present and completely surrounded by Japsnese sentries.
Mr, McCarthy said that if the Japanese won the war they would harf on to
Indo-Chine as the French had givenm it up without & fight and so title to
it had slready passed out of France's hends. He added that the Atlantic
Cherter should not be overlocked in this whole matter. The President
seid that in that connection self—determination is an important thing
but that there are many pecple in the world, such as the head-hunters

of Borneo, who are not ready for self-determination. The President said
that even to please Gemerals Giraud and DeGaulls he would not change his
views on Indo-Chinaj; that he felt the issue there was too fundamental and
important to be altered by Freanch politics in the Mediterranean Ares,

He said that he had mentioned this gquestion of Indo-China to Prime Minister
Churchill and thet the Prime Minister did not agree with him in the above
discussion.

The President closed by mentioning twice the very splendid speech which
Queen Wilhelmina had made recently which pointed toward a federatiom for
the Dutch East Indies after the war. He pointed out thet in & federation
soverelgnty goes toward the members of & federationm.

The Council adjourned at 1:02 p.m. to await the call of the Presgident.

i -

Chester Hammond
Lieutenant Colonel, Eﬂlﬂl Staff, U.5.4.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 9, 1943.
MEMORANDUM

The thirty-second meeting of the Pacific Wer Council was held
at 12:05 e'clock p.m., Wednesday, June 9, 1943, in the Cabinet Foom
of the Executive Offices, the White House, Weshington, D.C.

The Presiden t.

The Austrelian Minister of State for ixternal Affeirs (Dr. H. A. Evatt),

The Britieb imbessedor (Viscount Helifex).

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affsirs (Dr. T. V. Soong).

The Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Dr. Welco N. Van Kleffins).

The NHetherlends Ambssgedor (Dr. 4. Loudon).

The Canadisn Minister (Hon. Leighton ieCarthy).

Mr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary, New Zealend Legation (Representing

Hon. Welter Nesh, the Hew Zealend Minister).

President Hoosevelt announced that he hed practically no news and,
therefore, feared that perhaps there wes no need to hold & meeting at
this time us we appeared to be passing through one of the quiet spots
of the war, which may be the lull before the storm.

Dr. Evatt presented President Foosevelt with & ring made from a
part of one of the Jepanese two-man submarines captured et Sydney Harbor.
He said that they had sunk ell three etteacking submerines and that the
only damage suffered by the hustraliens wes & smell corvette or ferry.

Fresident Hoosevelt gaid that, of course, the Jupenese withdrawal
to the north bank of the Yangtze was the importent event of the past
week and that he thinks we owe that vlctory very lergely to the excellent

work performed by the joint Americen &nd Chinese air force.
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Lord Halifex stated that one of the former regident governors
of the Solomon Islands is visiting Weshington end that his experiences
in escaping the Japenese are very instructive. The former governor
sought refuge with natives in the hills for some time and was eble to
follow in considersble detail the difficulties the Jepenese had in

maintaining their supplies of food and munitions.

President Roosevelt stated thet he and Mr. Churchill had discussed
the strategy of the Pecific many times &nd that they sre sgreed that ‘
we can expect the Japsnese to fight stubbornly wherever they have &
foothold; so that an island-to-islend struggle would, indeed, continue
for & grest many years before they could be driven out of occupied
territory, but that by striking in at the Maleya Penineula we could
gever their lines of communication to the south and, thereby, lessen
their ability to hold on to Timor, Java and Bornec. Lven from the
present air bases in China Genersl Chennsult expects to be eble to
destroy 500,000 tons of shipping & year siong the sea-lanes and, in
addition, eontrol of the asir will ensble us to destroy vast quanti-
ties of river traffic which will sericusly weeken the Jepenese holdings
in China.

Dr. Soong stated that he thinks perhaps we overestimate the staying
gualities of the Japsnese troops, because the imericen and British
troops have, so fer, come in contact only with the very best Jupanese
troops. Dr. Soong believes that it is only the professignal soldier
who will die rather than surrender, end that these professionals were

the first troops to invade Chinaj but that in later yeers an entirely
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different grade of troops are employed in China who will surrender
when they see conditions going sgeinst them. Dr. Soong stated that
he thinks we may expect & similar experience in other Japanese
oecupled territories.

Lord Halifax esked the Netherlends Foreign Minister whether he
had told the President about the recent German effort to secure
"good behavior certificates" in Holland. Dr. Vean Kleffine explained
that German troops are individuslly sttempting to secure testimoninls
from Hollenders that they, as individuels, have invariably treated
the Hollesnders with consideration end politeness. This effort is
believed to be & forerunner of preparing the individual defense
against the expected charge and triel for the barbarous treatment

of the occupied countries. The Hetherlands Foreign Minister continued

that they even have & remsrkable sxample of a Japanese officer in

Singspore who volunterily took charge of the three Dutch children
of a former Dt officer in Java and treated them for three weeks
with the greatest consideration and thﬂught.fulnafaa.

President Hoosevelt ssked Dr. Soong to inform the Council of the
recent Japanese defeat in the vicinity of Icheng, Dr. Soong stated
that he felt sure the Japanese had misjudged the ability of the Chinese
for further resistence. The Japsnese, therefore, commenced &n
ambitious three-pronged drive, directed not only &t the destruction of
this year's rice crop but at the sctuel capture of Chungking, expecting

that the people and srmies of Chins were 8o discouraged and starved




that they would be unable to deliver effective resistance. In this they

hed been very badly mistaken, ss the Chinese armies sre intact and their
counterblow was delivered most effectively. The counterattacks, combined
with the very effective air support, had taken the Japenese completely
by surprise; their line of supplies vis the river was destroyed and they
hed no choice but to beat a precipiteted end costly retreat. He said
that it was quite true that the puppet troops fighting with the Jepan-
ese had turned on their officers end had asgisted the Chinese in the
crushing defeat of the Japunese invesion. Dr. Scong says that while
some provisions had been destroyed in storehouses, no harm has been

done to the Chiness rice crop which will not be harvested until July

or August.

Lord Halifex asked President Roosevelt if there wes anything he
would tell the Council mbout the threstened Axis use of gas which had
prompted the President's declaration to the press on the previous day
that the Allies would retaliate in kind if the Axis should use gas
against any of our allies. President Roosevelt sald that he had
nothing specific that he could repeat except persistent rumors
continued thet the Germans are making extensive preparations for the
use of gas and that there is & theory that they might use gas against
Fussis this summer because the prevailing westerly winds made it
easier for them to use ges than the Rueelans. A general discuseion
followed end it seemed to be the consensus of opinion that the Germans,
themselves, are so vulnerable to gos attuck by our superior air force
that it seeme extremely improbeble that they will use gas against the

Rusgiang. There was some mention of the Jupanese charge that American
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troops had used ges at Attu, which was denounced &s ridiculous.

Dr. Evatt asked whether there is any new information to indicate
how extensive & trade is being carried on between Japen and Russia -
whether Kussis continues to receive quantities of rubber from Jepan.

No one volunteered any informetion on this subject but it was generally
conceded that Jepan might be glad to exchange rubber for some of the
minerals or scrap metals that she needs urgently.

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCerthy) asked the President
whether Mr. Davies had returned with any interesting news from Russia
and whether he thinke the Hussisns sre confident of success in the
threatened summer cempaign. The President said that Mr. Devies is
enthusiastic in his report of Russia's confidence and of the tremsndous
progress that has been made in Siberla in the extension of their
agriculture, industry, and wer preparations of all kinde.

President Hoosevelt expressed some doubt as to whether the
Germans will risk a full offensive sgsinst the Russians this summer.

In a general discussion of the pro's and con's of the German summer
cempeign, the Netherlands representatives present expressed the opinion
that there is a strong rising sentiment in both France mnd Germeny for
Communiem. Mr. McCarthy steted thet this wes probably just ancther
evidence of Axis propaganda, &s was the recent campeign in the United
States to slander the morals of the WAACs in the United States.

The Council discuesed the recent food conference and generslly
expressed great satisfaction in its eccomplishments, Dr. Evett
wag particularly emphatic in steting that he believed it must have a
tremendously beneficisl effect for the Allies and, consequently, a
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demorelizing effect on the Axis, becsuse it indicated a calm confidence
in our final victory and a plan to help all the world except the arch-

criminals. The hope was expressed that President Roosevelt would follow

the food conference by another Allied conference st an early dete. It
was steted with pride that this wes the first time in the history of
the world when & greater part of the world joined together in finding
out what the total source of food supplies are, what kind of food the
different peoples eat, and an estimste, based on &n exchange of infor-
mation, of what the necessary food supplies should be for a contented
world.

President Roosevelt stated that tomorrow invitations will be issued
to "essocliated nations" to attend & relief conferemce in the nesr future.
The purpose of the relief conference will be to prepare plans for the
imzediate rehabilitation of devastated countries when the progress of
the war may permit.

As & result of some questioning, President Koosevelt stated that
he and Mr. Churchill agree that if there is & bresk in Germsn morale
it will probably occur first in the submarine service, as it did in
the last war, or in the air force. Germany placed her hope in these
two services and they are the -two that are now threatened with an
almost hopeless task because of our rapidly incressing strength.

When our superlority is such that an enemy submarine or sircraft

has a small prospect of returning elive, we may expect them to refuse
further duty and such refusal mey agein precipitste & genersl mutiny.
However, the President again pointed out that we must not place our

hopes on such & collapse but, on the other hand, we must continue
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to exert every effort to compel ungualified surrender.

It was suggested that the Vaticen is beginning to show gresater
interest in peace efforts and that this might be influenced by the
poesibility of an air bombardment of Rome. President Roosevelt
expressed the opinion that this wes & situation whilech must be handled
with great care as the Axis are quite capsble of bombing FRome with
their planes and putting the blame on us in order to continue their
hold on Italy and that our flyers will alwaye be forbidden to bomb
the Vatican. After a further general discussion of the further
great advantage we would enjoy if, and when, we secure air fields
near the River Po, with the resulting ability to bomb all of the
industrisl Germany, the Council adjourned at 1:05 p.m., to awalt the
call of the President.

L NeSAT A

Hear Admirsl, U.S.Navy.
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Mey 20, 1943.

MLHEORANDUM

The thirty-first meeting of the Pacific Wer Council wag held
at 1=:05 o'eclock p.m., Thursdsy, day 20, 1943, in the Cabinet Hoom

of the kExecutive Offices, the White House, Weshington, D.C.

Eresent:

The Pregident

The Prime Minister of Great Britain (Rt. Hon. Winston Churchill)
The Prime Minister of Canada (Hon. Mackenzie King)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T.V. Scong)

The British Ambassador (Viscount Helifax)

The Netherlends .imbessader (Ur. A. Loudon)

The Australisn Minister of State for Externel Affeirs (Dr.

H. A. Evatt)
The President of the Philippine Commonweelth (Hon. Manuel Queszon)
The Cansdien Hinister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)
Mr. G. 8. Cox, First Secretary, New Zealand Legation (Representing
Hon. Walter Nash, the New Zeeland Minister)

Mr. Harry Hopkinge.
The Preslident informed the Council thet he considers the Prime

Minister's address to the Congress to be the clearest end best exposition
of global war that hae ever been given. There sppeared to be general
agreement with thie statement.

Pregident Hoosevelt then, with the eid of & chart, gave & brief

explenation of the operations now in progress for the capture of the

Island of Attu - the westernmost of the Aleutians. He described the
physicel difficulties thaut hod to be overcome end laid speciel strees

on the almost continuous bed weather that hus preveiled during the month
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of the year when the best weather of the year iz to be expected in the
Bering Sea area. The commencement of the ettack had to be delayed several
days because of fog and gsles; fog e&nd occaslonel geles have kept up ever
gince; we have rarely been able to use either seriel or gun support; the
phyeicel difficulty of moving through the tundre is great; snow hes im-
paired progress in the high spots; more men have been hospitelized with
frozen feet than from enemy bullets; but nevertheless we have progressed
and have now squeezed the defending forces into the high lend surrounding
Chicagof Harbor where they are meking & finel stend. The President stated

that so much misinformetion has been written and expressed about the signifi-

cance of the capture of Attu Island that he thought members of the Couneil
should have in mind thet the capture of Attu and the establishment of an
alr field there will ncot open the way to bombing the Japanese homelend
even though we have moved apprecisbly nearer our finel cbjective. The
reason Attu will not feeilitste bombing of Japan is due to the tremendous-
ly uncertain weather which is such that, even if we launched attacking
squadrons, the chances of their return would be very slim. The occupation
of Attu will secure znd tend to neutralize the value of enemy beses at
Kiska. This should enable us, in time, to push the Jepenese out of the
Meutians. When, and if, Russia shoula join in the war against Japen,

our position in Attu will help very much to take full sdvantage of Siberian
bases. The Honorable Mackenzie King stated that the Japenese occupation
of the Aleutisns had been & metter of grave concern to Canada and that
Canade welcomes and applauds every measure to evict the Japanese from

the Aleutian Ares.
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President Hoosevelt stated thet he had tmt. any further information
to give the Council except that throughout the world we are asasiduously
continuing our pressure on our enemies and weakening his position by
daily sttrition of his lend, sea &nd sir forces. In the csse of Japan,
the combined subssrine and air action ig steadily reducing the Japanese
merchent marine to the point where the maintenance of her outlying stations
will become more and more difficult. He wished to inform Dr. Soong that
the Prime Minister plans to lend materisl help in revitelizing the air
forces in China and that British air squadrong are to be added to the
American and Chinese air forces in order that we may create in China
8 united Allied force that mey learn by experience to work together
affectively.

Dr. Soong stated that this prospect of additional aid would be
highly valued by Chine.

President Hocsevelt stated that, of course, everyone realized the
prineipel difficulty of building up & powerful eir force in China ie in
providing sufficient petrol; but that General Chenault, who ies now here,
feels perfectly confident that sufficient petrecl can be brought in by
air and that if we will give him sufficient planes he can sccomplish two
very positive thingsi~ (&) He can breek up sny extensive Japanese land
offensive that aime at the demolition of Chinese air fields; (b) Within
a year he can destroy 500,000 tons of Japanese shipping by constantly
raiding their sea lanes and thelr river beoat supplies. Dr. Soong stated
that the people of China are very much heartened by the Prime Minister's

speech to Congress yesterday and that they, too, sre very hopeful that
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the difficulties of maintaining & etrong air force in Chine will be
solved. However, he wishes to state with all earnestness that it is
the opinion of his government and of all of the Chinese that it is
esgential that we must continue the offensive in Burme for the purpose

of restoring the Burms Roed, s it is through the Burma Hoed elone that
gufficient supplies can be brought into Chine to ensble that country to
drive out her invaders. Dr. Soong stated that he felt sure everyone
would agree that air force alone can not win the war and that we must
provide a land route to equip Chinese armies. To do this we must carry
out the promiges made at Casablance and send & combined naval and land
expedition to recapture Burma.

The Prime Minister said that (while we will continue our offensive
in Burme when the weathor permite) it is his understanding that the Burma
HRoad has been so dameged by the Chinese &nd Japanese thet it could not
possibly be restored to & point where it would be of any walue in bringing
in supplies until the year 1945.

Dr. Soong stated that, plthough it hed been badly damaged, the Japanese
are repairing their pert of the road snd the Chinese ere repairing the
part they still control, so that the road could be restored to useful
condition very soon after we gain physicel control.

Dr. Evatt, the Australisn Minister of State for kxternsl Affeirs,
stated that he thought perhaps &ll of the members of the Council failed
to realize what extremely heavy casualties &are involved in tropical war-
fare. He stated that in New (uinea the combined Australien and American

forces have suffered nearly 45,000 casuslties up to February and that of
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the 50,000 iustralians who had fought in New (uinea, over 7,000 have been
lost in killed or missing, but that malaris had run the combined casualties
up to above 40,000. President Roosevelt agreed that in the New Guinea
campaign the casualties had amounted to nearly fifty percent of the forces
involved, and that this was, of course, & terribly high mortality rate;
but that, on the other hand, we must remember that the Japanese losses had
been very much greater then ours and that he thought, in general, the
proportion was nearly three to one. It wes agreed by the President and
Dr. Evatt that the bad ceses of malaris should not be sent back into
melaris countries, but it was algo agreed that patients who have recovered
could be usged very effectively for gerrisoning importent non-melarisl
stations and thereby release other men to fight who had not been exposed
to malarie.

The President asked Prime Minister Churchill whether he had anything
to say to the Council.

The Prime Minister said that he welcomed the opportunity to inform
the Council of several problems that he had very much in mind. He then
delivered & vaﬁ able brief statement of his theory of the genersl strategy
that should be followed by the Allies now that we have gained the initi-
ative and while we are building up an overpowering superiority in all
weapons. In brief, the Prime Minister statved that we must recognize that
we are limited in what we can do by the number of ships we have available
to carry men and supplies to the chosen theatres of war and that, therefore,
our purpose must be to force the enemy to fight in areas that are advantag-
eous to us and disadventegeous to him. Tunisis wes selected &s & [ine

example of what the Prime Minister considers sound strategy. The enemy
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was compelled to lengthen his lines of communications; to overstrain
hie line of supply and to eventual collepse, because of his inability
to maintain and reinforce his armies.

The Prime Minister expressed the opinion thet an extensive campeign
in Burma, instead of putting the enemy at a disadvantsge, would place all
of these burdens on our forces, becsuse the rainy sesson would glve us
only six months to gain our objective; the heat of the jungle would
decimate our forces, &s had been demonstrated by our fighting in New
Guines; and that the problems of supply for our troops would be tremendous.
The Prime Minister steted that he noted a comment of &n Americen Senator
that the British had two million men in Indis who were apparently unable
to drive a few thousand Japanese out of PBurma. The Prime Minister

gtated that such a declerstion completely ignored the practicel problems

of logistics; that the forests and swamps of Burme are such that only a
limited number of men can work and fight in any given area,end that,
therefore, it becomes & guestion of quality rather then quantity - when
we put troops into Burme they must be experienced fighters who cen over-
come difficulties and defeat superior numbers of the enemy; and it is

for that reason that the Prime Minister hes offered EBritish air squadrons
to fight in China &s the moet effective asslstance that Great Britain
can contribute at this time. The Prime Minister steted that this is

in support of the view that Prasidanvﬁ ﬂ:ﬁiﬁﬁtmd enforced for the past

severel months. Mr. Churchill sald that he wished to go on record as

believing that President Hoosevelt has & penetrating insight into the A

sound strategy of the present world war and that his instinct for lending
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immediate air support to China is wholly sound.

The Prime Minieter also stated thet, sas & result of recent conferences,
he was pleased to be able to snnounce for himself and for President
Roogevelt that &t least 450 plenes would be added to the Australisn Air
Force for the prosecution of the war in that aree. He steated that every-
one knows that the Australian fliers are amung the best in the world and
that the planes would be provided for the Austrelisns to man in order that
they might take & more active part in the defense of their homeland.

The Prime Minister said there was only one other subject that he wished
to touch on and that was that a disturbing rumor had reached him that China
is massing troops on the borders of Tibet, and that he hoped that it was in
error, both because the borders of Tibet had been secure for so many yeers
and, also, because it would mean diverting forces away from the true enemy -
Japan - and that he would regret to see the Chinese take offensive action
against & neutral.

Dr. Eoong steted emphatically that there was no truth whatsoever to the
rumor, either that troops were being massed on the border or that China had
any present intention of attacking Tibet. He stated, however, that Tibet
ie not a separate nation; that it is & part of China and that eventually
China may have to take necessary action to meintain her sovereignty, but
that they have no intentione of teking suck mction &t the present time,

Dr. Coong went on with considerable heat to stete that he can not sccept
the Prime Minister's stetement sbout the imnossibility of undertaking a
campaign in Burma. He stated that his people are grestly cheered by Allied
successes in Tunisis and that it has demonstrated to the people of China

that the Allies are able to defend their omn. He stated that in his country
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the guestion is often asked, "How can the Englishmen, who were so feeble
in their conduct of the war in Melaya, fight such magnificent battles
&6 they have fought in Africa?". Dr. Soong eaid that his answer is that
the Briton is always a good scldier when properly led and that perhaps
the difficulty in Burme rested with the leadership. The Prime Minister
interrupted to say that he hoped that no country would feel that it was their
privilege to select the generels for the ermies of their allies end that
he believed that the leadership in Burma left little to be desired.

Dr. Soong stated with great earnestness that China expects and hopes
that the United Statés and Great Britein will live up to thelr commit—
ments.

The Prime Minister stated emphatically that he denied thet any
commitments had ever been made.

Some discussion continued, during which Dr. Soong held that the
military discussions at Casablence and later at Celeutts and Chungking
were definite commitments; whereag, Mr. Churchill held that the Allied
governments had never made any pledges to recapture Burma but that they .
had lent their full support to military studies which neceesarily had to |
be modified from time to time as conditions changed. He steted that he hed
not seen the plans of ettack until February. Dr. Soong said he did not
understand how that could be so. The Prime Minister stated that it
would be of no help to an ally to do anything foolish and that it would
be a very foolish thing to consider pushing troops into Burme at the |
present time.

President Koosevelt intervened to state that he thought perhaps

we were talking at cross purposes and about different things and that
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if Dr. Soong had gotten the impression thst we hed abandoned all thought
of & Burms campaign that he wes entirely wrong; we do expect to prosecute
that campsign &s soon as conditions will permit, but in the meantime

our present need iz to provide something that will benefit China at

once mnd that there is a general agreement thet alr power can do this
more effectively then any other way. He repeated thet there wus no
change in intention and that the general policy remains the same,

whereas the tactics of the situation had to be modified since the
studies were initiated at Casablanca.

President Queszon stated that when an suthority like Mr. Churchill
informed him that an sctual invasion and restoration of Durma wes not
practical at this time, he fully sccepts thet stetement. He ig, there-
fore, glad to support the request for additional aireraft for the
Western Pacific as the best step that can be taken now to bring about
the eventual defeat of Japan.

Dr. Evatt asked to be informed of the Japanese troop strength in
China st present. He said that he had been given to understand that
the Japanese had been withdrawing troops from China for sometime end
that, therefore, it would appear that the threat to China is not as

great now as it has been at times in the past. Dr. Soong stated

emphatically that he believes Jupan will try to finish China this
summer and that rather than removing troops from China they have

merely replaced some of their troops that have been there for some-

time and are using China as & treining ground for inexperienced troops.
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The Prime Minister stated that Fussia is, of course, the real answer
to bringing about the coupe de grace of Japan, but because of the tremend-
ous burden Russia is slready besring, neither the Prime Minister nor the
President had ever reguested Russis to join in the war against Japan as
she is already doing her full share. When Germeny is defeated, however,
it is the Prime Minister's personal opinion (he gave it only as a personal
opinion without any suggestion thet he had received any assurances) the
Russians will be glad to join in the final defeat of Jepan, as Fussie
disapproves of Jupan's treachery and her menace to stability as much as
any other country.

Dr. Soong stated with considerable feeling end emotion that he must
impress on the Council that the situation of China is indeed desperate
and that she requires help by land as well ss by air. He stated that
the recovery of the Burme Hoed is not only 2 material necessity; that
its recovery is necessary for the psycholegy of the Chinese people;
that they regerd it & symbol of the armed supjyort of their allies.

Dr. Evati nﬁtd that Australia also feels that she is sericusly

threatened and that the Japesnese must be pressed on all fronts in order

to prevent them from agein gssuming the initiative.

President Hoosevelt reminded the Council thet one of our most serious
problems has been the German submarires in the North Atlentic. He stated
that measures taken recently to incresse our offensive action againset
enemy submarines, both by surface craft and by aircraft, encourage

us to hope that our shipping gituation will improve rapidly and that
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we may then develop more ambitious plans of action. However, he pointed
out that the Japanese submerines heve had marked success against our ship-
ping in the South Pacific during the past month and that this requires
more planes and more escort vessele to keep existing lines of communicat-
ion open.

Mr. Churehill stated that he wished to make it perfectly clear that
the British Empire would do everything humenly poesible to support China
but that Le is convinced that the only effective ald we can give to
China this summer ie am increase of her air power and that this measure
will be pressed with every possible atom of our energy. He hopes that
Dr. Soong will not send & report home that will be too discouraging to
his people. We must all try to meintain the morale of all of our allies.

Dr. Soong said that he greatly spprecliated the Prime Minister's
assurances; thet he had the highest reapect for Mr. Churchill's great
ability as & strategist and &n suthority on wer and that he begged
the Prime Minister to devote his great talent to the relief of the people
of "Tortured China", to whom he had referred in his speech the day before.
Dr. Scong repested that the people of China are indeed & tortured people
after four years of war and that the results of the failure to help them
in time could not be predicted.

Mr. Evatt stated that before the Council edjourned he wished to express
his sincere thanks to the soldiers, sailors and alrmen of Holland who have
continued to render outstanding services in the war sgainst Japan.

At the suggestion of FPresident Roosevelt, the Council then adjourned

to have & photograph of the group taken by newe photographers.

\‘Q d ‘@W‘(‘\
Rear Admiral, U.S.Navy.
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The note affixed below accounts for the rather ebrupt
ending of the meeting. The note about the photogruphers was
handed to the President by the usher. The President passed it to
the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister, while seriously attempting
to mollify Dr. Scong, scribbled his comment, "a pleasure in which
the Prime Minister will gladly shere".
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MEMORANDUM

The thirtieth meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
12:15 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, March 31, 1943, in the Cebinet Roam
of the Executive Offices, the White House, Washington, D.C.

Eresent:

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Chinese Hinister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong).

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCerthy)

The Australisn Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)
The Vice President of the Philippine Commonweslth (Honorable

Sergio Osmena)
Baron W. van Boetzelaer, E.E., and M.F. (Representing the
Netherlands in the absence of Ambassador Loudon)
Mr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary, Mew Zealend Legation (Hepresent-
ing Honorable Walter Nash, the New Zealand Minister)
President Roosevelt opened the meeting by announcing that every-
one about the White House i in & more cheerful state of mind then they
have been for some time because they have just received some very
pleasant news. The news is that a prese correspondent, who hes been &
thorn in everybody's side for & considereble time, hes been thrown in
Jjall by General Montgomery. This act of justice should keep us all
cheerful for some time. The President staled thet he wished to repeat
what he told the press yesterdey - that he felt that Mr. Eden's wisit
had led to an exchunge of views on & great many subjects end that it
was a grest satisfaction to know that not only did Great Britain end
the United States see eye to eye on precticelly all subjects that

were discussed, but the President belleves that there is at lesst 95%
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Merch 31, 1943.

MEMORANDUM

The thirtieth meeting of the Pacifiec War Council was held at

+

12:15 o'clock p.m., Wednesday, March 31, 1943, in the Cebinet Room

of the Executive Offices, the White House, Washington, D.C.

EFresent:

The President

The British Ambsssador (Viscount Halifax)

The Chinese HMinister for Forelgn Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong).

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Fhilippine Commonweslth (Honorable
Sergio Osmena)

Baron W. van Boetzelaer, E.E., and M.P. (Representing the
Netherlands in the absence of Ambassador Loudon)

Mr. G. 5. Cox, First Secretary, New Zealand Legation (Hepresent—
ing Honorable Waltsr Nash, the New Zemland Minister)

President Roosevelt opened the meeting by announcing that every-
one about the White House is in a more cheerful state of mind then they
have been for some time because they have just received some very

pleasant news. The news is that a press correspondent, who has been a
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thorn in everybody's side for a considers®le time, has been thrown in

Jjall by General Montgomery. This act of justice should keep us all
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cheerful for some time. The President stated thet he wished to repeat

what he told the press yesterday - that he felt that Mr. Eden's visit I
: had led to an exchange of views on & great many subjects end that it ‘

was & great satisfaction to imow that not only did Great Britain end | —

the United States see eye to eye on prectivelly all subjects that

were discussed, but the President believes that there is at least 95%
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agreement among all of the United Nations on almost ell subjects having
to do with the war and post-war period. President Roosevelt stated that
the conviction grows upon him that the world of the future will benefit
greatly by frequent and continuing conferences now. This exchange of
views will help each country to understand.the problems of other countries
and people will learn to know and to trust esch other. The President con-
tinued that it would, of course, not be possible to discuss all of the
subjects that Mr. Eden covered during his wvisit but that the Pacific
Council would be particularly interested in whet had been said sbout

the Pacific Islands and what should be done with them after the war. Mr.
Eden had suggested that the United Stetes should teke over the Japanese
Mandates and President Roosevelt said emphetically that the United States
does not want them, eand he suggested as en elternative that the present
Japanege Mandated Islands, as well as many other islands of the Pacific,
should, in fact, become the responsibility cf all of the United Nations
in order that a proper eccnomy should be set up, the inhabitants assured
of a decent living and the maximum use made of all the islends as strong-
points of defense for the United Nations and full benefit to the world in
the establishment of air bases.

&Sir Owen Dixon commented that he suppnsed, of course, the President
hed in mind the necessity for assigning certain islends to specific nations
in order that they might be used for their own defense and suggested that
perhaps the island of Truk should be taken over by the United States as
an outpost for the defense of the Pacific.

President Roosevelt stated thet he agreed that, quite apart from

the economic problems of the Pecific Ielands, & board or committee of the
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United Netions must consider future defense and meintenance of peace and
the establishment of appropriste strongpoinis. He suggested that for
arothern latitudes China, Russis and the United States were particulerly
concerned in establishing & system that would prevent future Japanese
sggression and that, on the other hand, Australis hed & particuler
interest in Timor, which the President and Mr. Eden had discussed but
did not pursue beceuse of complications about Dutch and Portuguese
ownership. President Roosevelt stated thet in his opinion the boards
that mey meke studies of Pacific defenses should have civilian represent-
ation &s well as the military because he believes that the responelible
civilien hag a point of view that may not be considered by the military =
for instance, Vice President Osmens certainly hus gounder ideas sbout
the future defense of the Philippines than soue of the officers of the
Philippine Army. There waz general agreement that civilians must pley &
prominent part in future discussions of the strategy of the Pacific.
President Roosevelt repeated that he believes that for the present
all of our conferences should be exploratory; that we ghould evold hasty
and premature decisions or egreements end that we must help each other
to formulate ideas that will be helpful to sll countries in the establish-
ment of peace. He stated that he and Mr. Eden were both agreed that
Formosa should certainly be returned to China and that China must work
closely with Fussia in deciding what would be best for their own people.
President Roosevelt and Mr. Eden are sgreed that the ldea of the free port
should be encouraged in verious perts of the world as e stimulus to trade;

they ere also egreed thet Korea is not yet ready for self-government and
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that she will require help for some time to prepere herself for complete
independence.
A general discussion was held of Pacific air routes. It was agreed
thet they fell naturally into certaln definitz lines:
{a) Alasks to Kamchatks.
{b) San Francisco to Honolulu, to Canton, to Semos, to
Suva and Noumea.
(c) New York to Mexico, to Clipperton, to the Margquesas,
to the Society Islends.
(d) Panama to Oalepagos, to the Society Islands, and on
to the :Iost-.
(e) Chile to Easter and the Tuamotu Archipelago.
The idee was expressed that France might be glad to exchange her islands in
the Pacific for something that would be of greater help to her in rebuilding
hor empire and that these islande would be of great value in developing air
routes., The Australisn Minister stated that in previous meetings he had
urged the development of the Clipperton-Soclety Islunds route as & substi-
tute for the Hawalien-Semoan Island route in cese the enemy might succeed
in, even temporarily, upsetting our present air traffic. He stated that
his government felt very strongly that this should be done even though
they admit it ie not now as pressing as it wee six months ego. He under-
stood that the Combined Staffes are studying possibllities. President
Foosevelt stated that we are working cn the southern route problem.
The Canadian Minister, Honorable Leighton MeCarthy, asked if

President Roosevelt could give them any informatlion about the naval
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sction that is reported by the newepapers to have taken place to the
westward of Attu. President Roosevelt stated thet we  8T€ all wery
pleased with that setion as our forces had been cutnumbered nearly two
to one, but that we had, nevertheless, attucked and, after four hours
of wery ekillful maneuver, had imposed severe punishment on the enemy
forces and turned them back home with comperatively minor damsge to
our forces. Our damage had consisted of two B-inch hits below the water—
line on our single heavy cruiser which had slowed her to fiftesn knots;
minor damage to the upper works of all of our ships, very little losa
of life considering the length of the sction and & comperatively emall
list of wounded. Notwithstanding unfavorable weather conditions, our
aireraft have maintained a patrol of the ses ares west of Attu and no
gign of the enemy hes been found eince they broke off the engagement.
We feel, therefore, that their effort to reinforce their present holdings
in the Aleutisns hss, at least, been delayed.

A genersl dlscussion followed as to why the Japanese persist in
attempting to establish themselves in the Aleutisns in spite of the
loss of life and ships. President Roosevelt stated that they have succeeded
in making us essign stronger naval, air and land forces In Aleske than we
otherwise would have done and that this, of iteelf, prevents those defending
forces from being exerted in other theatres. OUthers expressed the view that
they wished to prevent the United States from extending their air fields
nearer Japan.

Vice President Osmena esked whether the Japanese are not suffering
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steady losses in thelir shipping end sireraft and whether those losses
will not eventually be very emberrassing to them. President HRoosevelt
agreed that our submarines ere doing & grest Job and that the average
of our returning submarines reported 20,000 or more tons of enemy ehip-
ping sunk. He stated that, compared with our shipplng losses in the
Atlantic, this might seem small, but he believed that it must cause

the Japanese great concern as the size of our submarine force hes
improved steadily and rapidly and &ll of them seem to do excellent work.

Honorable Leighton McCarthy stated the whole world is beginning
to understand that it is all & matter of ships and that the scale of
overseas operations must depend upon the smount of ghipping aveileble
to carry on such operations.

Fresident Hoosevelt stated thet he was very much intereatsd to
hear thet one of our press correspondents in Moscow had announced over
the radio this morning that the Russien newspapers are playing up with
enthusissm our successes in Tunisia end the devastating effect of our
eir raids on Berlin end other German cities. The Russian press has
heretofore appeared to be so reluctant to admit to their own people
that anybody was doing any effective fighting except themselves, that
the present action of their papers might lead to the hope that eventually
they might even thank us for some of the help we had tried to give.

Mr. MeCerthy reminded that Mr. Litvmmf::insaaa ecknowledgment and
appreciation on the occasion of the dehydrated luncheon. ALl appeered
to ogree that perhaps Admirsl Standley's blunt statement, about with-

holding ihu truth from their people, might have & beneficlal effect

after all.
—b-
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The meeting adjourned at 1 o'clock p.m., in order to permit Dr.

Soong and Sir Owen Dixon an opportunity to hold scheduled appointments

Wla Yo

Rear M.ﬂirll, U.S:Ha
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The twenty-ninth meeting of the Pacific War Councll was held at
12 o'clock noon, Wednesdsy, Merch 17, 1943, in the Cabinet Room of the
Executive Offices, the White House, Washington, D. C.

Present:

The Pres iden t.

The British Ambagsador (Viscount Helifax)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affasirs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The Canadisn Minister (Hon. Leighten McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Welter Nash)

The Australien Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonweslth (Hom.,

Serglo Osmena)
Baron W. ven Boetzelser, E.E. and M.P. (Representing the
Netherlands in the absence of Ambagssdor Loudon).

President Roosevelt opened the conference by stating that although
he bad no important news of developments in the South Paecific or Southwest
Pacific, he had just completed & most interesting discussion with two of
our Adr generals from the Southwest Pecific. They hed informed the Presi-
dent that they believe we are making very sautisfactory headway against
Japan by steady attrition and continuous destruction of Japanese shipping
and air power., They stated that in order to continue an offensive in the
Southwest Pacific, &s well es in the South Puclfie, it will be absolutely
necessary that their number of planes be increased radically. The Presi-
dent stated that while he appreciates fully thet they are correct and
sound in their demand for more planes, yet the same situetion exiets in

all theatres of wer. Notwithetanding the huge combined building program

e,
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of Great Britain, Canada and the United States, we have not enough planes
to meet the needs of any theatre. While we recognize thet &ll theatres
are in need of increased air power, the most compelling need is for more
long-renge bombers to be used sgainst enemy submarines. Additional air
coverage for our convoys gives the grestest promise of destroying more
submarines and providing better protection for our shipping. The President
discuseed at some length the difficulty of changing the assignment of
plenes from one area to another because no aree now has all that it needs
and so many planes are not available for active use because of the number
thet must be undergoing overhaul, modification or use s trainers. He
stated, by way of illustration, that he hes been making every effort to
increase the number of tramsport planes for China as he understands fully
the great importance of increasing the effectiveness of our eir forece in
China &t the earliest possible date. He etsted that he has been unable to
find nearly 350 transport planes that should be available for essignment
to Chine,

The Australisn Minister stated that he wus sure they were not in
Austrelia, i

Dr. Soong stéted that perhaps they had been "diverted" while enroute
to China.

The President continued that even though we are building 82,000 plenes
this year (there was some discuselon as to whether ell of these were
combatant or some training), it is certain thet we will not, even then,

have enough to meet the requirements in all theatres of the warj; but that,
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nevertheless, attrition is getting in ite deadly work in the Pacific and
in Africa.

Mr. Mesh asked whether we are succeeding in dellvering supplies to
Fussia by the Southern, as well es the Hortherm, route. Lord Halifex
agreed with President Foosevelt thet at present deliveries are going
along in good shape. Im the course of the discussion it was agein brought
out that the Russians do not want our fliers but that they ere glad to
have &s meny planes as we can give them, to be flown by their omn pilots.
Their recent refusal to sllow a British squadron to operate from Murmensk
was cited. Mr. Nash said he is quite sure that one squadron of Hurricanes,
manned by British pilots, fought on the Russisn Front for some time and
thet Mr. Stalin hed personally thanked the sgquadron leader for their
important services. He wondered why the Russiene are no longer willing
to have any of our pilots work with them. It was brought out that the
Fuseisns must have an excellent system for the replacement of pilots and
mechanics and that their mechanics must be very efficient since they
are able to assemble, overhaul and repair o many different types of
planes with very limited tools. .

The Minister of New Zealand ssked if he might refer to & statement
that President Roopevelt had mede in & recent conference concerning the
emount of venereel disease in British Samoa. Mr. Nash said thet he hed
inquired for the facts and had been assured that there was absolutely
no venereal disesse in British Samos & year sgo, and thet since the

arrival of Americen troops there were some few csses but that the strictest

-3-

SECRET




SECRET

SECRET

possible regulations are now enforced to prevent the spread of veneresl
disesse and to take immediate steps to cure any who mey be afflicted.

The President stated that he agreed that venereal disease does not
appear to be & serious question in any part of the Scouth Pacific but
that it is & most serious problem in Africa, where in Liberia the-extent
of incipient contegion is sald to be very close to one-hundred percent.

The Australian Minister, Sir Owen Dixon, esked if President Hoosevelt
would inform him what the Americen appreciation is of the Japanese intention
in strengthening their forces northwest of Australie. He stated that the
Australians recognize that the move might be defensive, but that on the
other hand it might indicate a change in policy to attack Australis from
& position where the United States Nevy could not exert its full strength
in resisting further moves to the southward, &s the Torres Strait would
prevent any considerable number of our ships {rom opposing any overseas
move west of the Torres Strait.

Mr. Nash pointed out that the number of Japanese planes in the attack
on Darwin a day or so ago might be interpreted as a forerunner of & serious
threat ageinst Northwest Australia.

Sir Owen Dixon stated thet he is also informed that the serious spread
of melaris in a very malignant form is another source of weakness to Allled
forces in Australia and that atebrine is & very lneffective substitute for
guinine.

President Roosevaelt stated that he had discussed possible interpretations

of Japanese moves in western New Gulnea and the Dutch Eust Indies and that

he hed understood that the seriousness of malaria might be lessened if we
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did not expose our troops to repested melarial infection.

President Roosevelt stated thet it hed boen suggested to him by
various people that we should hold some form of memorial service on the
anniversary of the fsll of Batesn and ssked Vice President Osmena whether
he thinke it would be & good thing to do or whether he thought the Filipine
people would not wish to commemorate so tragic & defeat. Vice President
Osmena said that he would have to consult President (uezon, but that he
felt it would be better not to commemorate that day in any wey. President
Roogevelt agreed that it seemed the sounder policy, as the attack on
Pearl Harbor and other tragedies of the wer hed not been recognized in
any way. After some general discussion, it seemed to be the consensus of
opinion that it is not sound to commemorate eny defeat, no matter how much
bravery and heroism might have been invelved.

The subject of war filme wap discussed. Thers was general agreement
that such films constitute waluable records of the war. President FRoosevelt
stated thet it is important thut we should perpetuste many incidents that
might be lost sight of and cited ae an exemple the stirring proclamaticn
by the Generalissimo to the people of Siam. Mr. Nash stated that he believed
that perhaps in his part of the world more attention had been paid to the
Generalissimo's pronouncement than in the United States. Dr. Soong agreed
that this wes so, end that the Chinese hsd always had & particularly friendly
feeling for the pecple of Siem becsuse so many Chinese had alweys lived in
Sism and so much of the population of Siam had Chinese blood. However, he

stated that we must judge them by thelr present sctlone and not by anclent
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President Roosevelt agreed that we must judge countries by their sctions
and that in that connection we should ell avoid any hesty promise to returm
French Indo-China to the French. This comment led to a generel discussion of
what promises have been made to the French, and Lord Halifax stated that he
thought neither President nor Mr. Churchill hed mede any promises other than
thelr hope to restore France to her former state of power and independence,
but thet no promises had been mede sbout restoring ell the French Empire.
Lord Helifex said he thought perhape Mr. durphy had gone & little beyond
snyone else with definite promises about definite portiens of Horth Africa.

Lord Helifex asked whether Adoirsl Hobert of Mertinigue had chenged
hie attitude tomwerds cooperating with the Allies. President Roosevelt stated
thaet he thought there had been no great change but that one might oceur et
sny time and that, at any rete, Martinique wes not worth the necessary naval
and lsnd forces that would be required to seisze it by force &nd thet et
present it is of no value to the Axis end ie, therefore, doing us no hurm.
Lord Halifax stated that valueble shipping was, of course, being held up
there end that hasty action might cause its desiruction. He &greed that we
ghould continue to be patient end in reply to & question stated thet he
knew of no chenge of heart with the French nuvel forces et Alexendria.

The Chinese Foreign Minister stated that he thought perheps we felled
to understend what & serious shorteage of menpower exists in Japen. He stated
thet he is convinced it is very serious and that the Jepanese have trang-
ported over 600,000 Chinese to Japan to help to fill their shortage. The
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Minister also steted that the Korean Independence Group in the United
States is gaining in importance even though he agreed with the President
that at present the Koreans are not cepable of self-government.

Mr. WNash asked President Roosevelt whether he does not believe the
Japenese hold on Selamsua and Lae is weakening and whether if General
MacArthur's forcee eseized those two places it would mot seriocusly threaten
the Japanese hold on Rabaul., Thers was general sgresment that the capture
of Salamsua and Lae by Allied forces would be important.

Baron van Boetszelaer asked whether there have been any developments
ebout the holding of an Allied conference as discussed in the last Council
meeting. A rather confused discussion followed from which the Recorder
understood:

(a) That Lord Halifax hes already instituted some
inguiries about the willingness of Allied naticns
to attend,

(b) That he has suggested organizing an exscutive committee
of four,

(c) That the attitude of Russia and Canada present compli-
cations and that he prefere to delay any definite plans
until the views of other countries have been mceivud,.

(d) But that he still hopes that when all returns are in

a general meeting mey be held sbout the 2Z7th of April.

The meeting adjourned at 1:80 p.m. to await the cell of the President.
INIMIS=Y SN
Rear mﬂl' U-ﬁ.ﬂn‘l’y-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

EECRET
February 17, 19.43.

e

The twenty-elghth meeting of the Pacific War Council
was held at 12 o'elock noon, Wednesday, February 17, 19413,

(ha

in the Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, the White

= Pl

House, Washington, D.C. A

Present:

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Metherlands Ambasssdor (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wel Tao-ming)

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon.
Manuel Quezon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MecCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Welter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon).
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Prasident Foosevelt steted thet he had no important
military or naval news of the Pacific except what has been
announced in the public press. The capture of Guadalcanal
has been completed; the naval and air forces of both sides
have been exchanging blows which have resulted in much
greater losses to the Japanese than to our own forces,
notwithstanding our loss of the U.3.5. CHICAGD; we are
continuing our war of attrition and at the same time
making plans for further major offensiveas. The President
explained thet we never have subscribed to the plan of
-J recapturing i1sland by 1sland, as such a plan would keep
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Us at war for the next twenty years, but that we would seek
vulnerable points in the whole sector that Japan has to
defend, to the end that we may speedily strike straight
home at Tokio, the heart of the Japanese Fmpire. He stated
that when the Japanese supply lines, by ship and air, have
been sufficiently interrupted, many of the Japanese present
holdings will drop of their own welght.

The Preaident said there are several subjects that he
would like to discuss with the Council but that he felt he
must ask all of the members not to discuss any of the sub-
Jects with representatives of the press (he stated smilingly,
"looking straight at my friend Welter Nash"). President
Roosevelt went on to say that slthough he had not discussed
the subject with Prime Minister Churchill at any time, he
wished again to bring up for discussion the aedvisability
of calling a meeting of representatives of the United
Nations. He thinks the Council should consider whether 1t
might not be helpful to call a meeting to discuss the single
subject of world food supply after the war, a&s the discussion
of a single subject might prevent the introduction of subjects
that would lead to controversy and bad feeling. A general
discussion of such a United Nations conference followed
during which Mr. Walter Nash of New Zealand and Sir Owen

Dixon of Australie discussed at considerable length the
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measures already taken by Australia and New Zealand to buy

up from the individual producers all food supplies avallable
for export and the govermment acting in a national cepacity

as sales agent. The Dutch Ambassador, Dr. Loudon, supported
the idea thet the world would benefit very much by ‘the organi-
zation of a basie fcod pool. He suggested that it might be
tried out with wheat as previous efforts had been nearly
sucoessful in pooling the world's wheat supply for the greatest
good of those countries most urgently in need of importing
food. Such arrangements, he explained, would tend to control
national competition for the food markets and work for the
benefit of both producer and consumer by stabilizing food
prices. Dr. Loudon further suggested that 1f we should be
successful in creating an effective pool for wheat we might
then proceed with other food staples, such as coffee and meat;
gnd from that eventually provide pools for some of the metals
and for wool and cotton.

The Australian Minister pointed out that the demand for
wool and cotton is a very complicated subject that has el-
ready recelved very careful study in Australla and that the
entire national economic scheme would be influenced by any
agreements involving the sale and exchange of any commodities.

In response to a question from the British Ambassador,

President Roosevelt stated that his thought is that the purpose
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of a conference should be two-fold:- First, to demonstrate

to the world the present solidarity of the United Nations
and their intention to hold together after the war, and,
second, to attempt to create a system that would eventually
improve living conditions for the people of all countries
and ell races and thereby reduce the causes for future wars.
He continued that the conference should work toward such &
goal and thet by limiting the first meeting to the subject
of wheat pooling, we should be able to avold controversial
subjects and, at the seme time, sceomplish something con-
structive. It seems evident to him that without interfering
with privete enterprise, natiomns rather than individuals
must control the sale of some basic materials. Countries
whose production is limited to food guprlies should be
helped and encouraged to build up factories and become self-
supporting. The President cited as an exemple the fact that
Brazil had on his advice bullt up shoe factories which now
make shoes for all of their people, whereas only a few
years ago all footwear had to be imported. He asked for an
expression of opinion as to whether or not it would be a

good thing to call a conference to explore the subject of

pooling food resources. The consensus of opinion appeared to

be:-that the whole subject should be gonsidered and studied be-

fore any agreement is reached. There was general agreement

“h=

Regraded Unclassified




8 RCRET

that if a conference is called it is important that it must
be a complete success from the standpolnt of all partleipating.
The British Ambassador and the Csnadian Minister appeared to
be rather luke warm. They stated that the subjects of taxes,
private enterprise,and finance are involved and that endless
and bltter controversy by alleged experts might result.
President Roosevelt stated that he did not visualize a
meeting of experts but rather the meeting of a small number
of men of common-sense who would explore the general principles
that should be adopted to feed the world after the war.
President Roosevelt further illustrated his thought by Te-
ferring again to his committee who are studylng the post-war
economics of the West Indies. He expressed the belief that
Similar studies must be made of the smaller islands of the
Paciflic, as any islend people who have to spend ninety cents
out of every dollar outside their own island must of neces-
sity soon reach a state of physiecsl discomfort. Civilization
must assist them to bulld up refrigerator plants and to
grow thelr own food supplies. He pointed out that the people
of American Semoa are in a mueh happier state than those of
British Samoa becsuse we have invested sufficient money to
provide proper sanitation and nrover food. A general dis-

cussion of Pacifiec islands led to the statement that all

2t
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of the dlscussions must be kept "off-the-record" in order to
™ prevent the spreading of harmful rumors.

President Roosevelt noted in passsing that the future
control of Japanese imperialism will require a redlatri-
butlon of soverelgnty of Pacifie Tslands to the end that
the United Nations may control sufficient strong points

to control the Pacific. He stated that we must sll recognize

ncw that the growing influence of air power must of necessity

ave v eat influence on the terms of peace - that the

influence of eir power will require new strateglc studies

to preserve peace. The Japanese must be disarmed and kept

disarmed.

The Netherlands Ambassador, Dr. Loudon, said that he
would like to return again to the economic problem of Puerto
Rico as an example of the difficulty of avoiding nstional
competition in the distribution of excess food supplies. He
stated that the people of Puerto Rico do not eare whether
their meat comes from the United States or from Argentina and
that their only concern would be about the quality and price.
Whereas, the merchants of both Argentina and the United States
are anxious to find a market for their excess supplies. He
repeated that by pooling all export meat the conflicting

interests of different nations would not become involved -
that by creating a consumers nool the whole subject of dlstri-
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bution would be greatly simplified.

Lord Halifax stated that he wondered how the conference
could be held without becoming involved in some very technicel
discusalons thet would be necessary to avold agreelng to
something that might prove very silly. The Minister of Canada
supported this thought. Lord Hallifax later stated that it
might be possible to afford each conferee an opportunity
to express an opinion on the feasibility of forming world
pools without attempting to adopt any general coneclusions
or agreements.

President Quezon then launched upon.a very earnest plea
in support of an early United Nations conference. He stated
that mll realists must understand th&tlpower to control world
affairs must, in the last analysis, rest with the most power-
ful nations; but that, on the other hand, all of the smaller
nationa set great store by having at lesst a volce in world
affairs and ideas, even though they might not be able to
contribute greatly to enforcement. President Quezon polnted
out that although the Philippines are usually thought of es
one of the smeller netions, yet they have a greater popu-
lation than any country in elther of the Americas except the
United Statea and Brezil. He has, therefore, talked very
frankly with the representatives of Central and South America
and he has taken them to task for accepting everything that

-
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the United States is willing to give and giving in return

the least possible. He stated that they sdmitted that this

is true and that the reason for it ia that they trust
President Roosevelt because they know he has their interests
at heart, but they also know that there will be = change of
administration and & change in the attitude of the people of
the United States toward the people of Central and South
America. President Quezon stated that he emphatically does not
agree with this defeatist bellef; thet he has confidence that
the policies of President Roosevelt for fair dealings will

be perpetuated by the people of the United States and that

he strongly advocates an early United Nations conference in
order that we mey convince the doubting elements of all
countries that the United Nations do in fact stend for fair
dealings with the smaller countries and do h&va}gﬁterast in
the humanity of the entire world. He urged that a conference
be called to discuss the pooling of & aingle food commodity -
possibly wheat (It is of interest to note that rice was never
mentioned throughout ell of the discussions); and suggested
that a United Nations committee could be s=ppointed to study
the subject and report to the conferees et some later date
the result of thelir studies.

Dr. Loudon objJected that this "smelt too strongly of the
past", as 1t was the formula in common use at Geneva and The
Hegue end that it would be unfortunate to have the people of
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the world believe that we were returning to a procedure that had
proved a complete failure.

President Quezon retorted that the fallure of Geneve d4id not
prove anything; that there is, indeed, nothing new under the
sun; and that we must not take the defeatist attitude that be-
cause a plan has falled once that it can never be mede to work.

President Roosevelt suggested that the United Nations must
consider now how to perpetuate our solidarity and that perhaps
instead of meeting at one fixed spot, as at Geneva, informal
meetings should be held from time to time in various countries
in the manner that has proved successful in the Pan-American
conferences.

Mr. Nash stated that he believed the conferences should be
held in various countries, but that =11 of the confereesz should
live for a time in some large rural hotel so thet they might
get to know each other, form personal friendships, and discuss
their problems continuously, rather than suffer all of the
interruptions that occur when their habitations are scattered
throughout any large elty.

There was general agreement with Mr., Nash's suggestion and
President Roosevelt polinted out that the Casablance Conference
was a fine example of the value of such a meeting place as the
conferees devoted all the day end much of the night to pursulng
the business in hand, with the result that they were able to
accomplish a great deal more than if they had been subjected

to the interruptions of traveling to and from thelr work and

.

Regraded.llaclassifie




SECRET

other distractions of the city. President Roosevelt closed

the meeting by stating thet he felt benefitted by the dlacussions
and asked that all should think about the subject of a conference.

Mr. Nash asked if they could not agree upon some general state-
ment that he might glve to the gentlemen of the press as to what
business had been transacted this date and all agreed that no
statement should be given to the press other than that the
membera of the Council had held a routine meeting and had no
statement to make toc the press.

The meeting, then, et 1:.L5 p.m., adjourned to awalt the

Rear Admiral,U.S.Navy.

call of the President.

Note: Ambassador Wai Teo-ming weited behind the conference
to state that he felt that perhaps we had falled to conslider
Russia's position as one of the United Nations and the embarrass-
ment to her of a conference at this time. He also discussed with
the President the arrivel of Medeme Chiasng Kal-shek this after-
noon. Before the conference he had talked quite frankly with
me about whet he considered the weakness of the present Japanese
gituation. He says that he believes that they will have to take
some desperate chance in & final effort to save themselves and
that the only thing they can do is support Germany in every
possible way. This, he says, may lead to an attack on Siberla

or on India. It should be noted that the spring is a bad time
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to initiste either campaign as the monsoon would be a

serious interference in Tndias and the spring thaws will
lessen the usefulness of air and motorized eguipment in
Sibaria even though Vladivostok will be free of ice and

therefore open to atteck from the sea.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

§EsccRE I T February 3, 1843,

MEMORANDUDNM

The twenty-seventh meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
12:15 p.m., Wednesday, February 3, 1943, in the Cabinet Boom of the
Executive Offices, The White House, Washinrton, D.C.

PRESENT

THe President

The Sritish Ambessador (Viscount Halifax)

The NWetherlands Aimbassador (Dr. A, Louden)

The Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming)

The President of the Philippine Commonweslth (Hon. Manuel Quezon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MoCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nesh)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The President informed the Couneil thet he was glad to be able to
report a completely successful conference with the Prime Minister of Great
Britein and the Combined Joint Staffs during his recent visit to Casablanca,
He stated that the confarence was suscessful in winning unanimous epinion
for the conduct of the war during 1945, The President alaborated that
everyons recognized, of course, that the controlling element in future
operations is the all-important problem of transportation - partioularly
shipping transportation. ¥e pointed out that the requirements of all of
the various theatres of war must be considered before a decision ean be

reached as to how mueh shipping ean be allotted to any partioular operation =
that the requirements of China, India-Purmm, and the South Paoifie were all
given full consideration before any decision was reached ms to what will

be undertaken in Burope.
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The President discussed the whole war problem in sonsiderabls detail,

Auring which he brought out the following considerations:-

(a) Realizing thet China has sufficient manpower and that we can
help her most effectively by providing modern war equipment, the decision
has been made to send to Chine as large and effective an alr force as ocan
be meintained by aireraft alone, since we are not able to deliver supplies
by ship,
£ (b) That every effort will be made to recpen the Purma Road.

(e) That our transport plane supply is inereasing to such an extent
thet we may hope to send increasing supplies by air to China,

(4) That the rcasablanca Conference served to impress upon the British
General Staff the magnitude of the campaign the Tnited States has under-
taken in the Southwest Pacific. It is hoped that in the future there will
be a better general understanding of the entire Pacific problem,

{e) That, as in China, the Russians do not want men or trained tach-
nieians of any kind, but continue to stress their needs in munitions of
war of all kinds,

(£) The Combined Staffs, after a very thorough analysis, are agreed
that when shipping losses approximate 50% of the convoy we are no longer
Justified in peraisting with convoys through highly dangerous watars and
that rather than lose so much shipping and valuable cargees 1t is better

to divert the shipments to other areas until the submarine menace in a

particular area is under bestter control, This may necessitate redueing

supplies to Fussia during the summer months,

al=

SECRET
Med




BT, O ® ‘

————— —

The President stated that he and the Prime Minister were somewhat
impatient with the Combined Staffs for the time sohedules they recommended
because of logistic difficultles. They succesded in persuading the military
to hasten early and decisive action. As all discussions raanltad in unanimous
agresment, it should have a far reaching influence on the future conduct of
the war.

The President stated, as a very seoret confidencs, that if Rommel succesds
in joining the Tunisian Axis foreces we will be faced with a very serious
problem in Worth Africa, as the Axis can reinforce ';:hair troops at a rate
of 750 to BOO per day. Cur problem, to build up an overwhelming force in
the air, tanks and men will present further difficulties in the field of
transportation. However, the President continued, the French are doing an
awfully fine job and will be of very great help to the Allied cause in
Afrioa. Becaunse their small arms are of different caliber from either the
Aritish or Amarican, it will be necessary to re-sguip them with American
or British small arms as well as with modern tanks and aireraft; but,
neverthsless, within six months they should have a wvery competent and
effective fighting foree of at lemst 75,000,

President Quezon asked whether the Moroeccans liked the French.
President Roosevelt replied that he thinks they do; that Fremch Meroceo
48 as a peneral rule very well administered; that the inhabitants are
allowsd to live as they see fit without undue interfersnce and that the
French have made important contributions - good roads and other material
improvements, He stated that our press has over-emphasized the Jewlsh
problem as the Jews are less than one percent of the total and that almost

all politieal prisoners, except those accused of committing erimes, have

%e '

SECRET
~Renrane-tnclassiticd




ey, @ »

been released, Yr, Nash asked whather it is true that DeGaulles conmands
only 20,000 troops. President Roosevelt said he thought that was about
the right figurs but that they, by marching from the Equatorial Provineces
promptly in our support, would be very helpful.

President Roosevelt stated that he had had an interesting talk with
General Alexander who was very much impressed by how bitterly the Arabs
hate the Ttalians for their eruelty in driving farmers from their land.
The Arabs are, therefore, said to be elated to see the British and
Americans moving in, while all Italian influence is evaporating rapidly.

Prosident Quezon asked whether the Sultan of Voroceo is cooperating,
gnd was answerad in the affirmative, Prosident Woosevelt stated in confi=-
dence that he thinks Nogues is an opportunist who likes his palace and
position and will play ball with whoever 1s in power.

President Quezon asked whether the ¥oors are willing to continue
under French control. President Foosevelt repllied that he thought not,
but he believed that the Woors are glad to learn all they can from the
French and to bensfit by their administration until they feel strong
enough to shift for themselves,

Anbassador Halifax asked what form of government the French have
instituted and whether there is a truly representative counecil in which
the Moors have a volce. President Hoosevelt stated that he thinks the
Moors are represented in council and thet their wishes are given comsideration,

Mr. Nash asked what had become of the Tunisian Admiral Esteban. The
President replied that he did not know, but that continulng effort is being
made to get mll French ships to join the Allies and that Prime Minister

Churchill's meeting with the Turks might have some effect. The conversation
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then shifted to Turkey and it was generally agresd that it is a good sign
that Turkey is willing to hold a conference and alsc that the Finns are
losing faith in a German viotory.

Presldent Mocsevelt explained that the Alliss have not asked Turkey
to join the war but that we do stand ready to provide her with modern
instruments of war, so that with her million able fighting men Turkey
may be in a position to defend herself and to have a place at the peace
table.,

The discussions of Finland's predicament included the possibility of
oreating a neutral zone between Finland end Russia that might saferuard
both countries.

Mr. Wash of Yew Zealand then lsunched upon a rather lengthy plea that
another meeting of all United Nations might be ealled in the near future
to meke all countries - small, as well as large = feel that they are an
tmportant and integrel part of the Allied war effort and of the readjust-
ment that follows peace, President Roosevelt and Lord falifax held that
such & discussion at this time might open up discussion of certain phases
of post-war adjustment that would be very harmful to united effort.
President Quezon appeared to share Mr. Nash's opinion that a confersnce
pould be prevented from doing harm by agreeing beforshand to have fras
disoussions behind closed doors and to agree beforehand on what announcement
should be made to the world as to the United Nations' aims and intentions,
A rather lengthy discussion followed - pro and con - during which Prasident
Fooseveslt expressed his belief that the islands of the Pacifio must in the

future be considered for the good of the entire werld rather than for the
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benefit of particular nations and that the economie problem must be studied

in great detail in the same menner as is now being done for the West Tndies.
Fe pointed ocut that stebility and gecurity will require esch nation to maintain
certeln strong points for self-defemse. The Amerieas will require assurance
that the Dakar Area shall not be used as a threat to our security; the Tmited
States must hold & strong point in the Fawalian Islands, eto.

Ambessedor Halifax aesked President Roosevelt whother he had any news of
the rumored naval and air battle in the South Fecifie. President Roosevelt
replied that we had no details. President Quezon asked, "Have you lost two
battleships?". President Roosevelt seid, "No", President Queson rose with
a shout and seid, "That is all I want to know", and left the meeting.

The Couneil then, at 2:15 p.m., adjourned to await the call of the

Rear pdmiral, T.5. Navy,

President.
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HE WHITE HOUSE

m R 'f‘ WASHINGTON

Jamery 8, 1943.

HLUORANDUY

The twenty-sixth meeting of the Pacifie War Council was
held at 12 o'clock Hoon, Wednesday, Jamary 6, 1943, in the Cabinet
Hoom of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D.C.

ERESENT

The President

The Eritish Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Hetherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wel Tac-ming)

The President of the Philippine Commomwealth (Hon. Mamuel ‘uemn}
The Canadiun Minister (Hon. Leighton YeCarthy)

The Mew Zealand Mindister (Hon. Walter MNash)

The hustralizn Uinister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The British Minister to the Middle Ecst (Hon. R. U. Casey)

Nr. Harry Hopkins,
The President stated that Sikorski stated that the
Russisns have been primarily striking Rumanians, etc., &nd not the

best Germans.
The British Minister to the Middle East (Hon. K. G. Casey)

told the Council that the attack on 23 October at El Alamein took
three months to prepare. This was essential. The commend changes

were all for the good., 10,000 yards of mines - tough going at first -
took ten days and was costly - but since then it has been & chase.
Contiming, the British Minister to the Middle East (Hon. R. G. Cusey)
stated that Malta had been costly to keep alive but was Just kept

alive. Malta now has petrol and food - 1= paying dividends with its
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submarine and air bases.

The President remarked about the importance of opening the
Mediterranean, both for the Widdle East and for Chipa and India.
Mfficulties at Tunle - much mud - may take more than six weeks. Russla
wants no troops but does want supplies, The President explained various
opportunities if, and when, we win Africa.

The British Minister to the kiddle East (Hon. R. G. Casey)
commented that the Italian morale was low = they lost much good eguip—
ment - were pretty well armed. The same for the Germans but they are
not down and out.

The Metherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon) remarked on the
raid on Sumatra. Concentration now going on - Timor - may be directed
at Port Darwin.

The Australian Minister (5ir Owen Dixon) asked sbout the
air route to Australis. The President said the report was not yet in.
The islands concerned are French and we are not sure they should go
back to France. The President stated that he believes a route could
be worked out.

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash) stated that
we should later have free ports.

The President commented on free air routes. Gee lavy

about Clipperton for air.

WOTE: The above notes were taken by Mr. Harry Hopkins

in the absence of Captain McCrea, who was absent on duty in New York

City.
\rt ‘.. v k& La QA_'_,.‘_‘
John L. McCrea,
Captain, U.S5.Havy.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET pecester 3, 1542

HENORAFDUNM

The Twenty-fifth meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
12 o'clock Noon, Wednesday, December 9, 1942, in the Cabinet Room
of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D.C.

PRESEKT

The President

Tha British Ambassador (Viscount Palifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr, &, Louden)

The Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wel Tac=-ming)
The President of the Philippine Commonweelth (¥on, Wanuel Quezon)

The Canadian Vinister (Hom. Leiphton Verfarthy)

The New Zealend Minister (Fon. Walter Yash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Fresident announced thet he had just received s despatech from
Chiang Kai-Shek to the effect thet in his judgment the Japanese would
continue to "attack and attack"™ in the Solowon Islands, The British
imbassador (Viscount Halifax) amsked if the losees which the Japanese
had suffered were not "stretching" their transportation system, To
thie the President replied, "Of this we are very certein. It is apparent
that the Japanese have requisitioned from China all the searoing junks
they are able to get to make up for the shipping losses they have
sustained."

The British Ambassador (Viscount Helifax) remarked that yesterday

he had the pleasure of conversing with D'Argenlieu (Free Frenmch) and

thlé he had received from him most encouraring news, He stated that

DtArgenlieu remarked that he had available to him information from a
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Frenohman who had been engared in secientifie work in Japan just prior te
the start of the war and that the Japenese total capacity for productiom
of military plenes ie about 300 per menth. The President remarked that
this figure had often been gquoted, and that while it was in agresment
with the fipgure supplied by 6-2 and 0.%.T., nevertheless he, personally,
waeg of the opinion that the Jenmanese had by now a higher rate of production.
"A year has passed end they must have expanded their production rate. We
have expanded our production rete comsiderably and we must give the Japs
credit for being eble to expand their production rate. On the other hand,
they unquestionably could not expand to the same derree we have done, 1
am convineed that if we keep attrition working on our side that we will
be ell right."

Addressing the Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming), the President
remarked that he was "hopeful" of getting the Burma Road open sometime
during the next year; that this could, no doubt, be accomplished with

the Indian troops and the splendid Chinese troops which are now under-

going treining in India. The Chiness Ambessador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming)

thanked the President for his remarls and stated thare is now in Tndia
some 30,000 of their finest Chinese troops.

The President stated that he had received very confidential information
from an excellent source that Inde=China is mot anxious to see the return
of the French repime, Tha President stated that the French had been in
Indo=rhina since about 1832 and that little had been done towards
improving conditions amongst the natives., The President stated that
ha had besn informed that China had no desire to annex Indo=China,

and,with that as a starting point, plans could be made with reference
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to the post-war disposition of this territory, "It is positively refresh-
ing that none of the big powers wants Indo-China,"

At this point, the New Zealand Vinister (Fon, Walter Nash) asked
what commitments had been made to the French with reference to its
empire. To this the President replied, "No firm commitment has been
made," The President continued that the North African situation
was entirely a military one end that expediency dictated that we take
adventage of all factors that will be helpful to the military campaign.

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Manuel Quezon),
addressing the President, said, "What is the truth sbout the situation
of the Arabs and the Jews in Worth Africa? To this the President roaplied
that the Arabs wanted more self governmant. About 1882 the voting power,
throughout the French Yorth Africa colenies was limited by decree to
those of French blood and the Jews, and that ms & result the 17,000,000
Arabs in thlis erea were resentful, This situation existed until the
Murmburg decrees, issued by the Vichy Government upon pressure from
the Germans, to the effect that the Jews were deprived of their right
ef franchise, With this, the Arabs were delighted. Since the invasion
of Worth Africa by the imericans, the Jaws have raised the point that
they want their right of franchise restored., Tf this were to be done
there would be a revision of the old trouble., "Why not cut the Gordian

knot by saying that there just won't be any voting during the military

occupation?” The President then stated that he had forbidden General

Eisenhower to enter into any bilateral agreement with the Freneh North

African politicians; that he had advised General Eisenhower to consult
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give consideration to their recommendations but that

with the French and
in the end he, Eisenhower, was to make an "announcement" only. The President

further stated that, as he had remarked at an earlier meeting of the Pacifie
War Council, "Dakar has fallen into the basket"., American shipe and planes
are now using Dakar and the French are beginning to ccoperate in a helpful
manner.

The Pritish Ambassador (Viscount Helifax) msked for information sbout
Admiral Godfroy's attitude. To this the President replied that nothing
definite ocould be seid in this regard; that Godfroy makes up his mind to
one thing in the morning and that by evening his position had been changed.
"] can readily understand this frame of mind. The French just can't be
hurried, The change of position because of recent military developments
mist have besn such as to ceuse the French a considerable ef 'wrench'.

I think we all recognize that the change could not be easily done."

The President of the Philippine Cormonwealth (Hon. Manuel Quezon) then
asked whether or not Admiral Darlan knew what was being said about him in
this country. To this the President replied that this government was taking
pains to see that he, Derlen, was so informed. The President stressed the
point that absolutely no agreement had been entered into with Darlan in
connection with his contention that he, Darlan, was the legal sucosssor
to Petain in French North Africa. At this point the President of the
Fhilippine Commonwealth (Hon. Manuel Quezon) stated that, in his judgment,
whatever had been done in connection with Darlan had served to save lives
and time. To this remark there was reneral agresment.

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax) remarked that "In fairness
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to DeGaulle we must realize that he is looking beyond the current situation
and that he is fearful of and does not trust Darlan, the traitor." To
this it was penerally agreed that Darlan could be "handled™ and that it would
be wise for all Frenchmen to bury their differences and to realize that
cooperation with the Tnited Nations was the scle hope for the restoration
of the French Empire,

The Fresident erxplained to the Council how he intended that the Food
Administrator would funetion. All available food would be "tossed into
the pot"., The armed forces of the Tnited States would get first caell.
The needs of the armed foreces of Great Pritain and China would then be
considered. The needs of the civilian population of this eountry would
then be considered and if rationing was necessary with what was left,
that would be up to Mr, Henderson. The President them explained briefly
that Governor Lehman, in his official capacity, would look out for the
neads of the Tnited Naticns.

The President stated that after the fall of Germany the full effort
of the Tnited Wations ecould "turn to" on the Japanese,

The President then stated that incident to the collapse of the German

arms undeoubtedly that country would need the services of many trained

surgeons. He stated that the Abyssinian dootors were femous for a particulsr

brand of surgery and that he thought it would be "a pious idea"™ to send
& sizable number of such surgeons to Germany to practice their specialty.
The general merriment that followed this statement of the President seemed
to indicate that all members of the Council were aware of the Abyssinian
doctors' specialty.

The New Zealand Minister (Fon. Walter Nash) stated that he had been
informed China wus in desperate need of more preventative medicine for
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malaria, The President stated that if this were so he thought avery

plane going to China should earry atabrine, Captain Vefrea wes directed
to follow through on this item and if such mction appeared justified
to commuricate the President's thought to the proper suthorities,

At 1¢15 pems, the Council adfourned to await the call of the
President.

ﬁﬂ;taﬂ—h—-

—
John L. McCrea,
Captain, U.5.Navy.
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MEMOQRANDUX

The twenty-fourth meeting of the Pacific War Council was held
at 12:05 P.M., Wednesday, November 18, 1942, in the Cubinet Room of
the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D.C.

ERESENT

The President

The British Ambassador E?.icnount. Hald fax)

The Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wei Teo-ming)

The Canadian Minister (Hom. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand lirmister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minlster (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice Prﬂsa..dnnt of the Philippine Commorwealth (Hon. Sergio

Osmena
Baron W. van Boetzelaer, E,E. and U.P., (Representing the
Netherlands in the absence of Ambassador Loudon).

The President remarked, "We all seem to be more cheerful today
than we were the last time we met." The President contimued sub-
- stantially as follows: "A lot of people have gotten quite upset
about our dealings with Darlan. Luckily for me the Congress has
been interested in the Poll Tax matter, so I have had no reper—
cussions about Darlan from that body. The Prime Minister apparently
has not been so fortunate. I noticed in last night's paper that
the Parliament is talking about investigating the whole matter.
Of course, the "mopping up' after an invasion of the magnitude
Just effected in North Africa is most important. Our Staffs

thought it might take from one to two months. The whole of North
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Africa was strongly fortified and garrisoned. The Staffs were probably
making a safe estimate. If we hadn't dealt with Darlan,most probably
heavy casualties would have resulted. Then, too, there would have been
an equal delay in the offensive against Tunis and Tripoli. Yesterday,
at my press conference, I told the newspapers, off the record, of an
old Bulgarian proverb, approved by the church, which runs something
like this: "My children, in case of imminent danger it is permitted

to walk with the devil until you are safely across the bridge, ' Here
we are, walking with the devil. We dislike him very much but it is
just one of those things. Eisenhower admittedly took many chances,

but apparently it has worked. In any event, Eisenhower's action has
hastened the hour of our attack on Tunis., Darlan has played fair

thus far but if he doesn't contime to do so we will lock him up.

I think I can get Winston to agree to that."

The Canadian Minister (Mr. McCarthy) remarked, "Do you suppose,
Mr. President, that Darlan might think he is walking with the
devil?" (laughter).

The President contimued that, with reference to the Southwest
Pacific, things loock somewhat better; that the last time the Council
met everybody was worried. While the recent naval engagements can
probably not be called decisive victories, nevertheless they are

of major importance. Since August the Japanese have been making
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frontal attacks aguinst Guadalecanal and they have never been so declsively
defealed as in the engagements just ended. It is aitogether possible that
the courses of action they now have open to them are: (1) renewed attack
in the Solomons, or (2) possibly an attack against some of the other
outlying islands in our line of commurdcations, such as Fiji or Samoa.

At this point the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Mash) remarked that
Fiji is now well garrisoned; that t.her:u are many military supplies there,
and that foodstuffs are plentiful. These, he explained, were on Vita
Levu, but that, in his opinion, Vamua Levu could probably be easily taken.

The President stated that in New Guinea we are doing very well
and that if we can take Buna, that Lae and Gasmata might also follow. In
such case it is thought that we can make Rabaul untenable. Truk would
then be the next objective. "Of course, that is locking far in the
future. If we can secure Eastern New Guinea, Western New Guinea will
undoubtedly follow. Timor deserves our attention too."

Conversation then turned to Nauru and Ocean Islands. The
Minister from New Zealand (Mr. Nash) remarked thet the phosphates from
Nauru are most necessary to Australia and New Zealand and that in
ordinary times they received anmually 400,000 and 250,000 tons, respect-
ively, of this mineral.

The President remarked (addressing the Minister from New Zealand)
that "there is complete unity of command in the Southern Pacific. The

public just doesn't look at the map. The Australian command must also
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embrace the New Guinea area and thst, of necessity, belongs to MacArthur.
Both MacArthur and Halsey have taken fine points of view and ecooperate
to the utmost. It can, no doubt, be said that unity of command doean't
mean 'one man',"

The President then stated that many of the newspapers in the
country were contimuing vigorous campaigns about "'Throwing the Japs
out of the Aleutian Islands'. This whole Pacific Area is in Nimitz'
hends. To continue a vigorous offensive in the Aleutians would, of
necessity, mean that we would have to weaken our effort in the
Southwest Pacific."

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. MNash) then asked the President
if he'would give to the Council his concept of the relationship of
the Caucasus to Egypt. The President replied, "No, nor could I if
I had the information. That is essentially a military matter which
I don't feel at liberty to discuss here. I may add, in passing,
that Stalin 'has been most friendly' since the start of cur North
African campaign. The tone of his despatches has improved immeasurably,"

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) at this point remarked that,
in his judgment, the United States, Great Britain, Russia and China
should be "looking ahead", stating that he felt that these countries
should "get together" while the war is going on, otherwise they would
not "get together" during the peace negotistions or after the peace

has been won.
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The President remarked thst he was addressing s despatch to
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek to the effect that the success of our
Forth African campasign and subsequent control of the Mediterranean
was bound to mean much to China. Shipping distances, the transport
of aircraft, etc., would be greatly improved. The President also
stated that control of the southern coast of the Mediterranean would,
of consequence, improve the Russian position and would also, m doubt,
bolster Turkish neutrality or, if mensced, Turkey might cast its lot
with the United Nations. The President contirued that he was hopeful
that Dakar would "fall into the basket", pointing out that Dakar was
of much interest to the Americas since the Dakar - Belem line was
the shortest distance between the continents of Africa and the Americas.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) remerked that it was
Ptoo bad that soldiers have to spend so much time with political
matters." To this the President agreed but stated that the only
imlmant.u permitted the military with political matters were those
political matters which affected the immediate military situation,
and that current political problems in a military area must be
"oriented in the light of military operations". Contiming, the
President stated, "By thst I mean, London and Washington will tell
the military what to do in connection with political matters." At
this point the British Ambassudor (Lord Halifax) asked if Darlan's
effectiveness had been in any way impaired by Petain's repudiation
of Darlan. To this the Presicent replied in the negative, stating

that, at the moment, the North African situation was quiet everywhere.
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In other words, "We welcome the military assistance of the devil, but

when the political considerations are brought up - well, we will handle

these in our stride.m

At this point the President presented to the Council Dr. Lubin's
production statistics for Ocbober. It was remarked that the production
of heavy bombers was not going forward as rapidly as had been hoped,
to which the President replied that the production of these planes will
go forward very rapidly when the Willow Bun, Fort Worth and Tulsa plants
get in operation.

At 1:15 P.M., the Council adjourned to await the call of the

President.

;r",t.-‘-\'a“""'

John L. McCrea,
Captain, U.S. Navy.

SECRET

|
Regraded Unclassified 'l
L |




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET 2, 1002

The twenty-third meeting of the Pacifie Var Couneil was held
at 12:10 P.d., Wednepday, Dctobar 28, 1942, in the Cabinet Room of the
Executive Offices, The White Houre, Washington, [.C.

PRESEN

The Prasident

The British Amlmssador (Viscount Hal

Tha Chinese Ambaseador (Dr, Wei Te

Tha Canndisn Minister (Hon. Leighton MoCe
The liew Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash

Mha Australian Minister (Sir Dwen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philipoine Commomwsalth {Hon.Sergio Osmenn)
Baron W. van Bostzelaer, E.E, and M.P., (Reoresenting the
Hetherlands in the ab#ence of Ambassedor Loudon),

Tha Prasident stated that when it 1= availsable s cony af

a
pamphlat entitled RATter the War - Security" would be placed in tha hands
of. sacih member of the Puelfic Wnr Council for information. He also atated

that "now" was the time to begin to think about post—war sconomic nlanning
and that in general the whole subject could be nut in two broad Flslds, !"{r_qf,’
goordination of the sconomy of sach country with othar countriss of the world,
and,second, finance and the matter of paymant of obligations.

The President continued substantially as Tollowsi "lurine his visit

to this country, Winston Churchill and I had a grand time on svaning trying

to figure out a world standard sconomic system. O courge, 1 world standard
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of currency would be the first thing that would have to ba set up, This
would be most desiranble, Evample, say a MNew York buminess man gnters
Into contract with o business man in Hankow. They should be able to
refer the monstary side of this contract to a world standard monetary
unit rather than towards dollars ahd yuans. After we had gotten this
far, Churchill queried as to an appropriste name for such a currency,
stating that; 'As a general proposition ngo known word should be used!,
Batwean ua we decided that in addition to the abova requiremant, tha ]
word should be a shortlone i heve a universal appeal. Winaton musrestad
that since all the United Nations are democratic nations, it might be a
fina ides to czll this new monetary unit the 'Damo', a contraction of
ey'. I think that we should all ba giving thousht to this subject.
In the post-war world the monstary svetem should not be 14
l
Regerve Bank of the United States nor in the Bank of B glung, tut in a
bady which would serve the world, I realize that the sxnerts would or sbahly
attack this proposltion with enthusiasm, howevar, I have come %o re=lize
that nearly all taught me in college abou* scomomics by the axparts has
been proven wrong.® At this point the Canadian Minister (lr. Mol rthy)
"You mean that you, yourself, have exploded tha that
were taught you." (Laughter). The British Ambessador (Lord Halif x) cuest-
ionad tl *regidant yllowar "How would you visuslize practical progress
in thi mtter? Anything you mizht do here would run into tha othar narls i
»f the world snd not elone in the Pacifiec.™ With thie the President i
i
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azread. The President ntated that ons of the annoyences that the United

States had to Tace from other countriss of the world was the fact that

many of these countries have to borrow money la this couniry to financa

thair public works. In consequence, many countries, especislly South

" for which they have to pay hish rates of interest. As a usual thing, bafore
the debt has finally been liguidated, the interest has reached enormous
oroportions. The Prasidant stated that avery affort should be made to work
towards the "reduction of interest rates for public and guasi-poblic works."

Continpineg +thie 1ina of thousht the President remarked thet ‘Whan
i+ was necas ary ta finance Brulder I am, ¥ ich cost thi: warnment omatnin -
in the naizhbarhood of '.:;, one hmindred million dollars, this money was
obtainsd at four percent the principal to ba pald 1in 4O years. The
net result was that the project would have cost the government roughly four
wodred million dollars. The President stated that he had proposed to the
mambars of the Faderal Reservs the revoluticnary thought of "just printing
bills"™ to pay for the project. Host of ths mambers of the Board cried
nfafiationt® with ths statement thnt the alectricity
ranaratad at Bouldsar Dem could be charged for at rate ich would retire
tha debt in 25 years, and that as the debt matursed, crll in and destroy the
papar monay which peid for the project originslly. The President then sdmittad

- 3
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that thers was a political danger in the proposal which he had just out=
lined. In othar words, the scheme would fell flat if an unsound project

had been originelly contracted for. The answer to this, of course, would

ba that voters :EGULE be educated to the point where they could selact
sound projectz. The New Zeeland Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked thst some
guch scheme in a small way had been underteken and satisfactorily completad
by his government, in tha fisld of re-housing.

The Canadian Ministar (Mr. HcCarthy) then asked th
he had anything on the war situstion that would be of intersst to the
Council. The President rep
our Iines of commniecation are stronzger now than they ware three months

=

ago. The attrition of Japansse materisl is goins on apace and if we can

Zeap 1t up we will make out all risht. At the moment, howevar, csosrachy

is working agninat us. Wa ars, onerati Pram o - 1 ther involve

long distances. The Japanese are oparating from larre numbar of bases

1t R e e R e P e Lt
ldeh are fad by ,.relstively short linsas o mmunication. As for Egyot, I

haven't heard anything from the Prime Ministar for a counle of dava. It

seems that the British have control of the air, Evervthing has to be

handled very carefully but considserable casusliies are to be expected.n

The Prasident then touchad on the pnroblem of surslue populations
ad 4 ™ T &% - P— 2 - . 1 1 1
gtuting that there were enormous reservoirs of Unitad tioan= paonlas
) i .

from which it mizht ba nos ible in the ast-wur pariod to draw 4 connagc t-

ion with sopulating land which is susceptible of development. The Prasidant

Regraded Unclassified




stated that during the recent visit of President Prado of Peru that in
convarsation with that gentleman it was remarked that Peru would be willin
to accept large numbers of surclus peoplss who could occuny the farmi
areas to the eastward of the Andes. Presidant Prado ramerksd, hawevap. #het
he would not tuke one particular ethnologlecal group to thes exclusion of
others, On the other hand, he would be perfactly willine to tske a numbsr
of ethnological groupe. The Prosident steted thet a groun of ethnolocists
wers now conducting a world-wide survey and thet they have reached, among
other things, the general conclusion that Human bein 78, given equal oppor-
tunities, mix succeasfully. At this point the New Zealand Minister remar ced ,
"Do you suggest, Mr. President, intermixturs of races?" to which the Presi-
dent replied that racial prejudices, as we know them of the past, will in
the post—war period, probably be subordinated and that the countries of
the world will more or less becoms meltins pots.

At 1:10 P.i.; the meeting d journed, the President remsrked thst
a8 far as he was concerned, that Thursday, the 5th of Novambar, would be

the best date upon which to hold the next meetine,

il S« - (b
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Captain, U.5, Navy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRE T Octobar 21, 1942,

MEMORANDUN

The twenty-second meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
11:50 A. M., Wednesdsy, October 21, 1942, in tha Cabinet Room of the
Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.

ERESENT

The President

The British Ambassador {Viscount Halifax)

The Chinsse Ambassador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter MNash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

Tha Vice Prasident of the Philippine Commonweslth (Hon. Sergio Osmena)

Baron W. van Boetszelser, E.E. and M.P., (Reprasenting the Netherlande
in the absence of Ambassador Loudon)

Mr. Harry L. Hopkins

The council continued to listen to the broadeast from London {Taint
Sesasion of the House of Lords and House of Commons) of an address by Field
Marshal Jan Smute, Prime Minister of South Africe. The speech ended at 12:23,
The Prime Minister of Great Britain then thanked the speaker on behall of all
Englishmen "for all he has done in the long years of his life," and for his
fappearance before us at this time.”

The Chinsse Ambassador, Dr. Wei Tao-ming, took his seat as a member of
tha Paciflic War Council and was welcomed by the Prasideant on behalf of all
mambars of the council.

piscussion started at 12:35, Tha President remarked with reference to
Fiald Mapshal Bmutn, "He is a graund old man. I have known him sinece tha last

think very highly of him."

WaE ant



| - THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

BECHE T Dctobar 21, 1942,

MEMORANDUM

The twenty-second meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
| 11150 A. M., Wednesday, October 21, 1942, in the Cabinet Room of the

Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, L. C.

:

he President

British Ambaseador (Viscount Halifax)

Chinese Ambassador (Dr. Wei Tao-ming)

Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)

New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Hash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice Presideat of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio Demena)

Baron W. van Boetselser, E.E. and M.P., (Representing the Netharlands
in the absence of Ambassador Loudon
Mr. Harry L. Hopkine

]
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The council continued to listen to the broadeast from London (Toint
Segsion of the House of Lords mnd House of Commons) of an address by Field
Marshal Jan Smuts, Prime Minister of South Africa. ‘The speech ended at 12:23.
The Prime Minister of Great Britain then thanied the speaker on behalfl of mll
Englishmen "for all he has done in the long years of his 1ife," and for his
mgopearance before usz at this time."

The Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Wel Tao-ming, took his geat as A membar of

the Pacific War Council and was welcomed by the President on bahalf of all

membara of the council.
Discussion started at 12:35, The President remarked with reference to

Field Marshal Smuts, "Ha is a grand old man. I have known him since the last

war and think very highly of him."




The President then remarked that the matter of most concern was tha
Southwest Pacific. ™fe are in somewhat of & hole in fuadslpsnsl,® The
President pointed out that many problems were involved in navel command
and Army participation, and that from what he was able to gather, cooperation
between General MacArthur and Vice Admirsl Ghormley had been splendid. "The
initial effort of Guedalcanal was brillian*t in the sxtreme. It looks now as
though we are too far from our point of supply. Japan has apparently decided
to crack hard." The President then pointed out th:t Guadnleanal was a thousand
miles from Noumesm and six hundred miles from Bspiritu Santo, and that with a
determined enemy the reinforcement of Ouadslcanal was difficult. "Even if we
lose Guadalcanal we will huve held off the Japanese for at least 2% months and
time has been our slly."

The President stated that in tha Port Moresbyv and Hew Cuinea areas things
seem to be going better. "Hindeight is a great thing., It now begins to look as
if we did not estimate originally enough aircraft for the Southwest Pacifie.

On the other hand, the Japanese lines are long and our submarines are doing very
good work ageinst these lines. In othar words, the nrocess of mttrition is
working for us, If we had it to do over again, I think we would have probably
doubled ths aircraft estimates for this area. As I ses it, the Japaness have
plenty of human beings to expend, but not the materisls.?

The Canadian Minister (Mr. McCarthy) then remarked, "I note, Mr. President,
that you state you are 'hanging on' in Guadalcanal, May I ask i there is & back

door to that island?" To this the President reclied in tha negetiva.

(%]

SECRET

]..l|llllIlllllllllllllllIII--------.-----qFF.-----E--i-ull-r--!*




e g

The President then read to the council the figures on production
of important items for the month of September and the eatimnted production
figures for the month of Octobar.
The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nansh) then asked the Prasident if he
would comment on the New CGuinsa side of the Scuthwest Pacific operations.
To this the Preasident revlied that the August opsrations in this area were
badly conducted and that it iz estimated that the Japanase never had a larger
force than ebout 3500 men and that the Australisns and Americens had six times
this number, and even so the Japs were sble to put up a determined battle.
The President remarked that he had bean informed that Chinese troops
wera going inte India for the p'ur.pua‘.u of training and rearming. He then
remarked that in his judgment it was very necessary to recopen the Burme Road
at an early date in order that China can be supplied by that route. The
President stated that Mr. Willkie concurred in this thought.

The meeting adjourned at 1:15 P.M., to await the call of the President.

R L:C:-_.-..

JOHM L. MeCREA
Captain, U. S, Havy
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October 14, 1942

Dear Captain McCrea:
I shall be leaving in the next day

or so for m short trip to China and wish to take

this opportunity of saying goodbye to you. With

the agreement of the President, the Chinese
Ambassader, Dr. Wei Teso-ming, will attend meetings
of the Pacifio Wer Council during my ebsence.

With kind regerds,

Yours sincerely,

Captain John L. McCrea
Room 2078

Navy Department
Washington, D. C.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

m October 7, 13942,

MORANDUM

The twenty-first meeting of the Pacific War Council was held at
11:30 A. M., Wednesdsy, October 7, 1942, in the Cabinet Hoom of the Executive
0ffices, The White House, Washington, D. C,

FRESENT

The President

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Winister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio Osmena)

su R- I- Cllpbcll, E-U.u.ﬁ., G-B-‘. E.E. and "-P-, {Rﬂmamtiﬂg

Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

Baron W. van Bostzelaer, E.E. and M,P., (Representins the Netherlands

in the absence of Ambassador Loudon)

The President remarked that his trip around the country had been
entirely successful and that he was much heartened by what he had seen.

The President stated that the British and ourselves are making a
re-survey of our combined production programs. "Maybe we are making too much
of this and too 1ittle of that. Particularly, must we examine the ratio of
tank production to that of aireraft." The Canadian Minister (Mr. HeCarthy)
asked as to how the escort ship program was coming along. To this the
President replied, "We are just beginning to get them.®

The President continued, "The last time we met I was much worried
about the whole Pacific situntion. At the moment, I am not mo worried.

Of course, the black spot is Kiska. The Port Horesby situation and, as &

=




matter of feact, the whole New Guinea situation, seems to be much better.

However, in the Guadalcanal area, the Japs seem to be landing small numbers
of troops almost nightly. On the whole, I feal that the situstion is much
better.”

The President then discussed the airplane program at lemgth. Has
stated that he was surprised to learn on hie recent trip that the 1lifs of
trainer planes averaged some two years and that he had imagined that it would
be much less than that. The President then remarked that some of our nroduc-

- tion facilities, with reference to aircraft, had to be smoothed out. Specif-
ieally, he stated that planes might get 95 percent complete in two months and
then take another two months to finish the remaining five percent. Ha trusted
that improved preduction methods would correct such things. Hs stated that
Willow Run should be in production in from "two to three weeks." He then
stated that the public was pretty liable to get the wromg impression from
the headlines, "A Bomber an Hour," "A Ship Built in Ten Days," etc. "These
things just aren't so." The President then stated that ona of the things on
the trip that interested him most was that escort ships are being fabricated
in Denver, shipped by freight to the coast, and erected in Mare Island.

The Australisn Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) "wondered" whethar or not
everything possible was beins done about cutting down turnarounds om shipping,
labor and dock facilities in the remote parte of the world. The President
replied that these items were receiving our most earnest consideration. The
President then related about the Army convoy that arrived in an Australian
port and found the longshoremen on a week's holiday. There beins no other

way of unloading the ships, the Division Commander turnsd his men to and
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and accomplished the unloading of the ships in three days. He received a

Ha o Bl et S b kit Bl LS

stubborn protest for this from the Australian Government. To it, the

RS 5

Division Commander replied, "Tell me about it after the war." The President

then stated we can't be in a position of depending solely on unlon labor in

L5 i
.

all porte, and to thet end we are taking steps to provide ourselves with 3

o

Fs labor battalions. A

= The President remarked sbout the employment of women in industry "4

E' throughout the country, stating that in the plants which he had wisited, the

; amployment of women varied from 30 to 50 percent. That it seemed to ba the

.I‘: consensus of shop superintendents that on machine work women wers "just as

E afficient as men," and that on inspection work they were "much more efficient

; than men."

E‘ The President remarked that it was his opinion that the age of

E:I draftees was too high, and that we could profitably lower our draft ages to

, include the 18 and 19 year olds. At this point the New Zealand Minister

F!: (Mr. ¥ash), remarked that experience in his country had been that married

;- men of like age stend up to physical exemination better than unmearriesd men

= of the same aga.

r The President noted that he had observed at Camp Shelby an educational

E’ unit which interested him greatly - a unit for draftees retarded phyalecally ;

: and mentally - and that aplendid work is being done in reclaiming such persons. JI

Adressing himself to ths Canadian Minister (Mr. McCarthy) the President [ENE j

| then stated that it would be well for the Canadisn Military Attachs to work 4 I
¢loasly with the United States as to the problem of apldemics, remarking that

~ "Canada, strange as it may seem, furnishes a very high percentaze of nurses
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and doctors.”

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. Soong) then asked the
President if it would be possible for him to bring to the next meeting of the
Pacific War Council the new Chinese Ambassador, who will represent the Chinese
Government at the Pacifiec War Council during Dr. Soong's absence from the

country.

The meeting mdjournsd at 12:45 to await the call of the President.

‘.-" ;i tb- Qn..-.
L

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. S. Navy




- THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
SECRET September 15, 1942.
MEMORANDUM

The twentieth meeting of the Pacifiec War Council was held at
utm ‘-I.I.‘ mml &thr 15’ 19&, in the Cabinet HRoom of the

Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.

f

President
hinese Minister for Foredgn Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong)
itish Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
etherlande Ambessador (Dr. A. Loudon)
Minister (Hon. Leighton HcCarthy)
ew Zealand Minister (Hon. Welter NHash)
The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)
The President of the Philippine Commonweslth (Hon. Menuel Quezen)

FEEFE
Eﬂgﬁl

Tha President remarked that stopping Rommel in Libis was s great
achievement; that the Prime Minister was very optimistic and trusted that
the offensive would be taken soon by the British in this area. Tha President
remarked that he trusted that if and when the offensive was taken, the British
would be "sure"™ of success. The President continued that the news from the
Southwest Pacific was "bad," especially in the New Guinea area. MEvery
estimate seems to point to the fact that the Japanese have only about 3,000
soldiers in this area, whereas the Allles have 45,000. That the Japansse
have been able to outflank the Allies on the rough Owen-Stanley terrain is
incredible.” In our own field of activity, the situation is none too good.
The Japanese are concentrating large forces to the north of Guadaleanal, and
at thas same time they are able to filtrate into the Guadalcanal araa at

night. "Frankly, I am pessimistic at the moment about the whole situation.n




The President of the Philiooine Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) remarksd
about & story that had appeared today in the Washington "Post," having to
do with Japanese ferocity as fightera., He stated that every leader of
occldental forces should understand that Orientals ere fatalists, and that
this mental characteristic will be a decided factor in our campaisn egainst
the Japanese. "If I have any advice to offer, it is to fight fiercely to the
end, killing sll the Japanese poseible. Whaere poseible to do so, the wounded
will strike back."

In substantiation of the foregoing, the President them related stories
of Japanese treachery in Tulagi and the Solomon® area - the killing of one
of our Navy doctors by a wounded Japanese whom he was treating, ete., etc.
The President further remarked that both ourselwes snd the British seem to be
"tied to the hiﬁhmaya," and not very good at jungle fighting. At this peint
the President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Cuszon) interrupted to
remark, "You, Mr. President, are telling the story of Bataan."

At this point the President read a memorandum from Admiral Leahy,
attached hereto marked "A".

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) asked
what the effect would be on the American people and the American positions
if the Japanese retook the Solomons. The President replied, "bad." Here
gome discusaion followed about "stepping stones™ in the Southwest Pacifiec.
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (lr. Soong) remarked that island
"gtepping stones™ are too precarious. "The best way of hitting Japen is

to hit her hard from the Asiatic continent.”?
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Tha President of the Philivpine Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) addressing
tha British Ambassador (Lord Halifex) nsked if the Ambassador would not cive
the Pacific War Council his views on the Indian situstion. The British
Ambaseador replied that in the current erisis the Indisn Congress was on

one side, the Moslems, munitions workers and the untouchables were on the

l:k‘fl"_‘-"r.;_ i 11.-:

other, and there was a large middle class which didn't know which way to

Jump. The Ambassador pointed out that it was a distinct error to think that

5 o

w'l

the Indian Congress reprassnted the Indian people as a whole.

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) then stated
that at the risk of being out of order and admittedly being igmorant of the
Indian situation, he felt constrained to present his views on Indis to the
Pacific War Council. He stated that foreign rule of the Philippine Islands
had existed for centuries. During the Spanish rule, Madrid assumed that the
masges in the Philippine Islands "didn't care," and had no interest in their
homeland. In this belief, the Spaniards executed Rizal, the Filipino patriot,
in Decembar, 1896. Before February, 1897, the whole of tha ?hilipﬁinﬁ Islands
was in an uproar. The Spanish Government, realizing the mistake it had made,
bought off Emiliano Aguinaldo for 400,000 pesos and sent him to Hong Kong.
There Aguinaldo was found by Dewey. After the American conouest of the
Philippine Islands, and the Treaty of Paris, the Filipinos then turned against
the United States. The Filipinos were conquered By the guns of the American
soldiers, but "it was the soldiers themsslves who remained in the Philipnine
Islands who won over the Filipinos.® The Prasident of the Philipoine Common- "_

weelth (Mr. Queson) then pointed out that not a singlea Filipino leader had
coma from the cities of the Philipnine Islands where the Filipinos had little

apportunity to coms Ints contect with the American soldiers. The American
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soldiers who remained as school teschers and sdvisors in the Filizine
comeunities rapldly won the respect and confidence of all the Filipino
people. Then addressing the British Ambassador, the Prasident of the
Philipoine Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) remarked, "I think the Indian situation
could be worked cut Ly the British much as the Philippine problem has baen
worked out by the United States. The only hope for India lies with the
United Nations, and with this I am sure T. V. Soong agrees. Ghandi thinks
the Axis will win. Admitting him to be right, his reasoning is absolutely
wrong., I think phis thought should be gotten ameross to him. If I were &
young man, I would have been in India long ago. It may be out of order to
here say it, but in my judgment it is quite impossible for the white man
to 'imow' the Orientals for what we are. Orientals will say ona thing and
have an entirely different thought in their hearts," Turning to Dr. Scong,
the President of the Philipoine Commonwealth (Mr. Queszon) remarksd, "Dr.
Soong, do I speak nonsense?" The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs

(Dr. Soong) replied substantially as follows: "The Chiness have long
aporeciated the British problam in India. They further recogmize that the
longer the situation remains unsettled, the more trouble Grest Britein snd
India are setting up for themselves." The President of the Philippine
Commonwealth (Mr. Quezon) then proceeded to state that the Jupanese were doing
their utmost to win over the educated Filininos, but that even if they were
succeasful, they could not win the Philipnine Islands becansa they wara
abusing the masses of the Filipinos; that the ordinary Filipino hates the
Japanese for what they are doing. The Chinese Minister for Foraign Affairs

(r. Soong) remarked that no matter what tamporary success Janan might have
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in India, it would nevertheleas losa in the long run. He admitted, however,
that the immediate future insofar as Indis is concerned, is of great
importance to the United Natlons.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) replisd that the British
realize the difficulties which face them in Indim and suggested that 1t
was much easier at a distance to pass on the situation in India than at
close hand. The main trouble is that the Indians cannot agree amongst
themselves. Sir Stafford Crippe proposed to the Indians two things:s (1)
To agree amongst themselves as to the form of government they wanted (2)
Whatever they agreed to, should not in any way lurt the war effort. "That
they didn't accept the proposals caused me no furprlisa.“ The Prime Ministar
has since stated that the Cripps' plan stande, and it will not be added to or
subtracted from. The anxisty at the moment is for the present government
of India, which keeps the country from civil war. I would emphasize "that
the authority of the prﬂﬁhnt govarnment in India sust be reestablished."

The President of the Philippine Commonweulth (Mr. Queson) remarked that he

had nothing specific to prooose, but that he still beliewved that it is moat
difficult to get information about the true thoughta of the Indian masses
from the Indians themselves. He further remarked that it seemed to him that
the Cripps'" proposal was very fair and that if he were a younger man he would

in time go to India to see what he could ao in straightening out the situation.

The Pregldent then remarked that no overnight change in government
could take place in sany backward country without ecourting troubls. "Certain . i
processes mist be accomplished bit by bit. This is the thought that the

United States entertained towards the Philippinea ever since our occupation
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of those islends. The ideal of independence hag been fostared for years.

In 1934 there was a meeting of the minds of the Philippine leaders and the
United States a= to tha date upon which independence should become an
accomplished fact."™ The President thean remarked that he was reminded of &

story about Governor Alfred E. Smith who was involved with a labor situation

WL R e i,

in the state of New York for which there seemed to be no apparsnt solution.

ge—

He remarked that Governor Smith had told him that he was bound to settle
this problem and that he was going to do it by locking himself and the
labor leaders in a room, getting their feet on the table with long drinks
of Seotch and good cigars, and "work it cut." The President then remarked
that he thought it spplicable to quote a remark by William Jennings Bryan
which went to the affect that "nothing is final between friends."

} With much apparent good spirit, the meetins adjournad at 1:30 P,K.,

to await the call of the President.

V_l:?‘-ﬂv—‘_k“ a‘""-

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. 2. Ravy
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

September 9, 1942.

SHCRET

MEMORANDUK FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Captain McCrea has informed me that at the Sep-
tember 24 meeting of the Pacific War Council you asked for
information with reference to facllitlies in the Tuamotu
Archipelago and alsc what utilization was being made of
trained New Zealand air personnel. The follewlng informa-
tion has been cbtained from the Army Alr Forces:

Air depot for Tuamotu Group:

A careful study has been made by General
Breene, & member of the ataff of Major General M. F.
Harmon, Commanding General of the South Pacifie
Forces, with a view to selecting & site for an alr
depot on ocne of the South Pacifie Islands of the
Society or of the Tuamotu Group. Fakarava Atoll
was one of the islands being considered by General
Breene in making his survey. A cablegram has just
been received from him which definltely fixes
Bora Bora as the site for thls depot.

In order that no time may be lost in
utilizing these new facilitles, personnel and equip-
ment required for the constructioen, esteblishment,
and operation of this alr depot are being agsembled
and will be shipped as soon as possl ble.

NHew Zealand air personnel:

With respect to the utilization of trained
New Zealand air personnel, the Combined Chiefs of
Staff have, in order to meet the strateglc requirements
of that area, agreed to progressively equip and
maintain 10 Roysl New Zealand Alr Force squadrons
prior to April 1, 1943. A study 1s being conducted
to determine the feasibllity of accepting the offer
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of New Zealand to employ in units of the United
States Army Alr Forces those New Zealand pllots,
technlecians and ground crews in excess of those
required for their own Alr Forces and for meeting
thelr commitments to the United Kingdom. It is
believed that the implementation of these plans
will make possible the utilization of the surplus
of qualified New Zealand alr perscnnel.

For the Joint U. 8. Chiefs of Staff:

Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.

SHCRHT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

SECRET e B

HEMORANDOUOMNM

The nineteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet floom of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,

at 11:30 A.M., Wednesday, September 2, 1942,

PRESENT

The President

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (The Hight Honorable Peter Fraser)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The New Zemland Minister (Hon. Wanlter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergin Osmena)

Baron W. van Boetszelaer, E.E. and M.P. (Representing the Netherlands

in the absence of Ambessador Loudon)

Hon. L. B. [‘mm’ u:B»E;, inister cmﬂﬂlﬁr, {Rﬂpmﬁﬂﬂtiﬂg Canada

in the absence of Hon. Leighton McCarthy).

The President remarked that he had recently received a despatch from
the Prime Minister of Australia in which it was suggested that both the Prime
Minister and General MacArthur felt that it was time to make a resurvey of the
general strategy of the conduct of the war, the intimation baing that the
Southwest Pacific wes not being given the consideration which the importance
of that area warrants. The President stated that he and the Chiefs of Staff
were not insensible to the problems that faced the Scuthwest Pacific and that
but yesterday he had held a long conference with Admirals Leahy and King, and
General Marshall. The nub of the whole problem of the war is oecean transporta-
tion. If the Allied Ratlons possessed sufficient transportation faeilities,

more aggressive offensive activities could be earrisd on in many theaters. As

it is, the President and the Joint Chlefs of Staff are confronted with the
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following problems:——

(1) Aide to Russia. ("Fe must help Russia all we can.")

(2) The Neer East. ("If Cermany and Jepen join hands, as they
are planning, and build up a Navel force in the central Indisn Oecean,
the problem of supplying the Near East and China will be an almost
impossible one.”)

(3) The whole of the Pacific. ("That is essentially a United States
problem.")

(4) The establishment of a Second Front. ("Fe must exert every effort
to accomplish this.")
The President contimued, "If we change the present effort, i.e., Items
(1) to (3), inclusive, in faver of (4), we should have to neglect something in

Items (1) to (3). Item (4), of course, would give aid to the whole picture.

In my judgment, we can't abandon any of the above. We have troops on the

West Coast and planes ready to go to the Southwest Pacific, tut a= I remarked
above, the problem is one entirely of ocean transportation, and I must ask, 'How
the hell do we get the stuff there?' We have just about half enough troop
transports. If anyone has & substitute for any of the items listed above,
please come and tell me about it. We just simply can't abandon any of the four
jitems.” It i= sisnificant to note that no one present had an alternative to
Dropose.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) remarked that he had had
the pleasure of talking to the Ambassador of the Union of Soviet Soclalist
Republics (M. Iitvinov). "He was most pessimistic, but entirely without bitter-
ness," The President said he wished to remark, entirely off the record, that
Ambassador Litvinov had told the Brazilien and Peruvian Ambassadors that "Russia

was entirely through."” "A completely defeatist attitude. If I hadn't been
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reasonably certain that it would have been equivalent to sentencing him to
death, I would have reported the incident to his home government." At this
point the New Zesland Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that no doubt the Prime
Minister (Mr. Fraser) was much affected by M. Litvinov's pessimism. "On the
other hand, having talked with M. Litvinov on many orevious occasions, for
myself I was impressed yestarday with his 'very restrained pessimism.! He
did not mppear on this cccasion nearly so pessimistic as he has been in the
past.” The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) continued, "After
listening to M. L:l.tvi.n.w I did not have the heart to open up the Pacifie
problem. I wes much affected Yy his presentation of the tragedy through
which his own country is now passing. Sinece listening to the remarks of

Mr. Nash, I am just wondering of M, Litvinov is not = very sstute diplomat.
Specifically, M. Litvinov minimized the German forces in the West. He stated
that there was little use of trying to make = stand in the Urals."

The Prims Minister of MNew Zealand (Mr. Fraser), turning to the
President, remarked, "In your judgment, Mr. President, is there any significance
in Togo's resignation from the Japanese cabinet?® The President shook hia head
in the negative.

Mr. Fraser continued that, "as far as Australis and New Zealand are
concerned, I think I can safely say that we realize the difficulties and the
imnosgibilities that faca the United States. Tha United States need have no
fear as to our attitude.”

The President remarked that the Scuthwest Pacific was only one-third

of the Pacific problem, and while admitting that it was a most importent theater,
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suggested that we should not lose sight of the Central and North Pacifiec,
"There are dozens of sditorizls written daily enjoining the President to
throw the Jepa out of the Aleutiens. To do that, is easier sald then done.
In the present state of our forces in the Pmcific, it would be necessary
for ue to abandon the Soutlwest Pacific to accomplish the foregoing. MNo
sane person could agree to that,"

The President informed the Council that he had received a personal
report from Brigadier General Ira C. Eaker, U.S.A., on the daylight bombing
which is now proceeding apace againet the cities of western Germeny. General
Eaker remarked that when he had left the United Kinsdom Air Marshal Portal
told him that when the B-17's arrived and undertook their bombinz of western
Germany he, Portsal, was very skeptical that it would be successful, and that
he had been most pleasantly surprised at the effectiveness of this type of
aireraft, and that he felt that if the United States heavy bombers were able
to continue effectively to bomb Germeny durding daylight, and the R.A.F. during
the night, that Germany was in for "a hot time for the rest of the war."

The President remarked that he had just said goodlye to Ir. Fu Shih,
the distinguished Chinese Ambassador. "I wish you would inform the Generalissime
for me (addressing the Chinese Foreigm Minister, Mr. Soongz) that in my Judgment
Dr. Hu Shih has done a perfectly splendid job in the United States. He has
out the problem of the Chinese before the country in s thoroush mnd unobtrusive
way and I am indeed sorry to see him go."

The President stated that the Russians have now accepted the Home-Siberis
route for the delivery of aircraft and that this route should be open soon. The
Russians will not permit delivery of the planes to be made to Russis by our

Ferry Command pilots, but insist that Russian pilots come to Nome to get the
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suggested that we should not lose sight of the Central and North Pacifie.
"There are dozens of editorizls writtem daily enjoining the President to
throw the Japs out of the Aleutiens. To do that, is easier said than done.
In the present state of our forces in the Pacific, it would be neceseary
for us to abandon the Southwest Pacific to accomplish the foregoing. WNo
sane person could agree to that."

The President informed the Council that he had received a personal
report from Brigadier General Ira C. Eaker, U.S.A., on the daylight bombing
which is now proceeding apace mgainst the cities of western Germany. Genersl
Eaker remarked that when he had left ths United Kingdom Alr Marshal Portal
told him that when the B-17's arrived and undertock their bombing of western
Germany he, Portal, was very skeptical that it would be successful, and that
he had been most pleasasntly surprised at the effectiveness of this type of
aircraft, and that he felt that 1f the United States heavy bombers wera able
to contimue effectively to bomb Germany during daylight, and the R.A.F. during
the night, that Germeny was in for "a hot time for the rest of the wer."

The President remerked that he had just said goodiye to Dr. Hu Shih,
the distinguished Chinese Ambassador. "I wish you would inform the Generalissimo
for me (addressing the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Soong) that in my judgment
Dr. Hu Shih has done a perfectly splendid job in the United States. He has
put the problem of the Chinese before the couniry in a thorough and unobtrusive
way and I am indeed sorry to see him go."

The President stated that the Russians have now accepted the Nome-Siberia
route for the delivery of aircraft and that this route should be open scon. The
Russians will not permit delivery of the planss to be made to Russie by our

Ferry Command pilots, but insist that Russian pllots come to Nome to get the o
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planes. In response to a query the President stated that he felt that the
reason the Russians would not permit the United States Ferry Command pilots
to deliver aireraft to Siberla was that in some way the Japanese might use
that fact as & "casus belli" and that the Russisns were most amxious under the
circumstances to keep their recqrd absolutely clear.

General discussion then followed as to the attitude of the Ruseians
towards the remainder of the United Natione. Reference was made to the flight
of Hess to Great Britain. The President remarked that no doubt the Russians
thought that all the United Mations wers perfidious enough to make peace with
Germany &t the expense of the Russians end that they were really amazed when
Mr. Churchill declined to do this. Cortinuing, the President stated that
both Mr. Churehill and Mr. Harriman had remarked to him that it would be well
if all of us could go to Russia, that the government is not a Communistic one,
but it is & different form of government than anything the world has npreviously
known, and that they are really working out "something new" as compared to forms

of government as we now know them.

In response to a question a= to the significance of the Solomon Islande

engagement, the President remarked that no doubt Japan would meke a desperate
effort to cut our lines of commnication to the Southwest Pacific. "History
will recall the importesnce of the Coral Sea, Midway and Solomon Islands engage-
ments as having thwarted the Japanese attempt to cut our communications to the
Southwest Pacific. The battles were most opportune. If, say New Zealand were
oooupled, our lines would surely be cut.”

Addressing his remerks to the. Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon)

the President stated, "I think something should be done sbout the Austrelian
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censorship. In our judgment it is simply 'God-awful.'" The Australian
Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) stated that he had slready sent off one despatch
to his home government about the laxmess of the censorship. He stated that
he would at ence, and more vigorously too, again present the views of the
United States in this regard.

The Prime Minister of New Zesaland (Mr. Fraser) asked if the President
ware awars of the a_t.ups being taken to employ New Zealand aviators, who are
now trained and but for lack of equipment could be used in offensive operations

ageinst the enemy. The President directed that Captain McCrea make inquiry

}:l..'.l'\.._n-;:gs

as to this item and make a report at the next meeting of the Pacific War
Counecil.

The President further directed that Captain McCrea make inguiry as
to the progress being made in setting up stations for assembling fighter air-
eraft in the Tuamotu Archipelage with the thought in mind of flying them

natepping-stone” to operational areas in the Southwest Pacific.

et L it i e s e L

As the meeting was brought to & close the President remarked that if
Russia can hold out for two or three more months, he felt that the winter
would further save the situation and that by the spring of 1943 the full
force of the United Nations could be brought to bear on the enemy.

It. was decided that the next meeting of the Pacific War Council
would be held on Wednesday, September 9, 1947.

77 b kel

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. 5. Navy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

SECRET ® August 27, 1942.

MEMORANDUM

The eighteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:30 A. M., Thursday, August 27, 1942,

PRESENT

The Preslident

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (The Right Honorable Peter Fraser)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Serglio Osmena)

Baron W. van Boetzelmer, E.E, and M.P., (Representing the Natherlands

in the absence of Ambassador Iﬂudﬂhs
Hon. L. B. Pearson, 0.B.E., Minister Counselor (Reprssenting Canada in

the absence of Hon., Leighton MeCarthy)
Mr. Alan S. Watt, Counselor, (Representing Australia in the absence of

Sir Owen Dixon)

Hon. Harry L. Hopkins

The President stated that it was evident the Japanese weres planning
extensive oparations in the Southwest Paci’ic, but that we had no svidence
as to where they were going to strike; that it might be Fiji or an all-out
attack on the Solomons.

As a result of his recent visit to Australia, the Prime Minister of
New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) stated that the Australian Army was improving and
that Australia was all-out for the war. Ha stated that Prime Minister Curtin
and General MacArthur wera getting on well.

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (Mr. Fraser) statad that the
Australians were building two planes - a good pursuit plane and a dive

bomber. The latter they have hopea of being very successful. He said

i
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ha believed that any attack which Japan could make on Australia now would
be thrown bnulr..‘

The Prime Minister of Mew Zealand (Mr. Fraser) said the publie in
Australis and New Zealand could not understand why there is no nen:md front
in Burope. They feel, however, that if a second fromt cannot be launchad
at once that we need a victory somewhere and should review the strategy
and determine whether we should not attempt a knockout blow against the
Japansse. He stated that the defenss of Australia and New Zealand did
not occupy their thoughts, but that the people of these two countries
think of them as bases for an offensive on the way to the Philippines.
My. Fraser stated that Japan is holding Java with light forces and feels
there is no necessity to attack Java in the first instance. He said that
while he had no information as to what Japan intended to do about Russia,
that for his part he hoped the Japs attacked her bscause this would give
us landing fields from which to attack Jupsn.' .

Tha President stated that tha ferry route to Fussia via Alasks was
well under way, but the Russians wanted to fly the planes with their own
pilots because they feared Japan would seriously object to the use of
..l.lﬂrim flyers, although the Russians have agreed thet American observers
¢an accompany the planes. The President said he believed that Germany wants
Japan to attack Russia but that Japan seems unwilling. The Presldent believes
there will be only :fix weeks of good weather in that part of the world from
September 15th to November lst, and if Japen delays much beyond the 15th
gha will never accomplish her objective. The President stated that he had

had a long talk with Ambassador Grew, who told him he thought Japan would
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resist to t-hls last and the only wiy we would ever overcoms them would be
to kill them and fight them in the streets of Tokyo. Ambassador Grew had
stated that the tortures in Hong Kong and other places wers not overatated.
That there are still about 1,000 Americens in Japan and as many British.

The President, in summariszing, indicated that our main over-all
problem wae shipning. :

The Prime Minister of New Zealand (lr. Fraser) said that the New
Zealanders were quite ready to turn their air force over to the United

* Btates mand work under United States direction. lir. Fraser sald his pllots

and ground crews could be used anywhere in the Soutlwest Pacific; that he
has no desire to hold them in New Zealand proper. He stated that the ground
perzonnal mnd some pllots will go to England if they canmot be used in the
Southwest Pacific, but they would prefer the latter. Mr. Fraser believes
they have a good many competent men with nothing to do because of the lack
of airplanes.

NOTE:. Captain McCrea did not attend this meeting of the Pacific War
Council due to his absence on duty in Brooklym, W. Y., at the direction of

the President, to witness the launching of the U. 8. S. I0OFA. The above

L svhae G

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. 8. Navy

notes were taken Yy Mr. Harry Hopkins,
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

August 27, 1942,

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENTS:

After the last meeting of the Pacifie
War Couneil, Captain McCrea informed the Chiefs
of Staff that you had ingquired as to whether
or not in the judgment of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff the time is now appropriate for the
United Nations to conduct a land offensive
against the enemy on the north shores of New
Guinea, This operation against New Guinea is
planned as the second phase of the operation
which began with the attack on the Solomons.
Land operations against Japanese installations
on New Guinea will be undertaken as soon as
the naval situation in the Solomons is eclarified
sufficiently to permit such an expedition.

; The Joint Chiefs of Staff strongly
recommend that this information be notdivulged
to the Pacific War Council because of the danger
of a leak and the disastrous consequences which
would result from such information getting into
enemy hands.

For the Joint U, 8§, Chiefs of Staff:

Admiral, U, 5. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET i
MEMORANDUM

The seventeenth meeting of the Pacific War Council teck place in
the Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C

et 11140 A. M., Wednesday, Auguet 12th, 1942.

The President
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Dr. T. V. Soong)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudom)

t

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Sergio Osmena)

8ir R, 1. Campbell, K.C.M.B., C.B., E.E. end M.P., (Representing
Great Britain in the abeence of Viscount Halifax)

Hon. L. B. Pearson, 0.B.E., Minister Counselor, (Representing Canada
in the absence of Hon. Leighton )

MoCarthy
Mr. G. 8. Cox, First Secretary of the New Zealand Legation, (Represent-

ing New Zealand in the absence of Mr. Wash)

The President informed the Council that he had just received a call
from Governor Kielstra, the Governor of Dutch Guiana. The President stated
that he told the Governor that the Tennessee Valley Authority had been able
to produce alumipum from red cley, that, while the process at the moment is

expensive, nevertheless Dutch Guiana should not feel that thair beuxite would

always be indispensable to the United States or other large aluminum consuming
countries. The President remerked generally that no country could safely look
ahead for very many years because of the unexpected developments which seience

is sure to make.

The President stated that our operations in the Tulagi ares had, in
bis judgment, made Australis relatively safe for the time being, and that
these operations were going ahead satisfactorily. The President continued

g -
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that he thought the press stories emanating from Australis were too "ecary."
"We are in the Solomons, I hope, to stay, snd in getting in there we have
gained & couple of months on our enemy."”

The Australian Minister (Sir Owen Dixon) remarked that the training
program for pllote and the militie wae proceeding satisfactorily in Australis.
He remarked that as a matter of fact Australis has an excess of combat pllots.

The Indian question was raised. The President remarked that he felt
thet the Pacific War Council was no place in which to discuss India, but "we
will, snywey." The President stated that he and Generalissimo Chimng Kai-Shek
hdhqinmrupmdm with each other about Indis, and while there was
some dissgreement as to the method by which China and the United States should
engage in this matter, pevertheless there was unity of thought as to the end
desired. "In my judgment, Indie is not yet ready for home government. That
takes time. The training of thousands of persons over & mumber of years is
necessary for good government.®” The President then pointed out the experlence
of the United States, namely that at the end of ocur revolution we found thirteen
separante states which were very loosely bound togesther by the Confederation.

We have the same thing now, but the Confederation is now a Constitution which

was worked out after s mumber of years of trisl snd error under the Confederationm.
"If the Qeneraliesimc and I could sit down together we could work this thing

out. The British Empire should know that we would approach this subject as
‘amici curise,’ but they should further understand that we would not interfere

in something that is essentially their bueiness unless we were asked to do so

by both sides. Ome thing is certain, open hostilities in Indis will slow up

the United Hations war effort.”
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At this point the President resd a memorandum attached hereto marked (A).

The President directed that Captein MeCres address a memorandum to the
Joint Chiefs of Staff making inquiry as to whether or not a land offensive
could now be carried out sgainst the enemy on the north shores of New Cuinea.

The Netherlands Ambessador (Dr. Loudon) remarked at length about
radic propagands. He stated that he felt that the Office of War Information
wae not approaching the matter in & realistic manner; that & kmowledge of
the mentslity of the persons towards whom the propaganda was being directed
ie essential. The President directed that Ceptain McCrea get in touch with
Mr. Elmer Davie and inform Mr. Davis of the President's very keen interest
in this matter. OContimuing, the President remarked that of course it is
well known that types of propagenda effective in the Philippines would
produce an entirely different result in say Borneo and the Sulu Islends.

The Netherlands Ambassader (Dr. Loudon) comtirued that when the new radio
station is bollt in Australis, spare parts in quantity should be sent. The
Mustralian Minister (Sir Owen Dixom) remarked that be thought that the Nether-
lands Apbessador and the Britieh Cherge and himself could wery profitably get
together on the subject of radio propaganda.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Dr. Soong) stated that radio
propaganda was most effective in Chire, but that the Chinese were particulerly
appreciative of what the Americsn planes were now doing there. The best
propaganda for China is "to send more bombers to operate against the enemy."

The conference closed at 12:40 P.M. HNo decision was made as to the
time of the next meeting.

:}“‘_‘L'.Mcc:.l-—"

e —

JOHN L. M
Captain, U. 8. Navy
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1942.

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN licCREA:

Referring to your memorandum of July 29, 1942,
requesting information for the Pacific War Council, the

following is furnished:

1. The totel number of United Neticns troops
in New Guinea, as of August 10, 1942, was about
16,200.

£. Radio propaganda being directed to the
Netherlands Sast Indies and Philippines.

a. The Office of War Information 1is
broadcesting by short wave from Pacific
Coast stations. By picking up and analyzing
the short wave propaganda broaedcasts from
Australia directed to the Netherlands East
Indies and the Philippines, the 0.W.1. gears
its own efforts to supplement and reinforce
the propaganda from Australis. In addltion,
the OMW.I. listening post in San Franelsco
analyzes broadcasts from radio Tokyo and
padio Berlin, and sends directives based
thereon to the Austrslian broadecasting system.

b Arrangements ere now in process to
estabTish in Australia a broadcasting statlon
of sufficient strength to blanket the Paclfic
Southwest area with standard-wave broadcasts,
tc be used if short wave sets must be eltered
to standard wave lengths. This will be in
operation in about 45 days.

S Reports from General leecArthur indicate that
agents have been sent into the Netherlands East Indies
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and the Fhilippine Islands for the purpose of encourag-
ing guerrilla activities. These operations are being
directed by an Allied Intelligence Bureau at General

MacArthur's headquarters.

W. B. BKITH,
Brigedier Genersl, U. 3. Army,
Secretary.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET July 29, 1942.
MEMORANDUM

The sixteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Foom of the Executive Offices, The White Houee, Washington, D. C.,
at 11150 a.m., Wednesday, July 29, 1942.

-
-
L ]

President

Ambageador (Dr. A. Loudon)

Minister (Hon. MeCarthy)

wnr ) e )
I. E.C.M.B., C.B., E. E, and M. P.

g e AL X e E.l.tfn]mm

B. Cox, First Becretary of the New Zealand Legation (Represent-
New Zealand in the abeence of Mr. Nash)

T ERRRIY
efra
EEEF

The Prepident remarked that it was a delicate subject to discuss, tut
he felt that something must be done to get India to help win the war. He
stated thet be recognized this was Mr. Churchill's problem, but nevertheless
be was making bold enough to make certain suggestions to Mr. Churchill.

The President stated that en amusing incident bhad just ocourred.
Negotiations had been underteken by the President with Mr. Stalin to permit
an air corps mission to proceed to Bussie via Siberia. Yesterday, the State
Department refused to issue passports for that purpose and this morning it
was found that the Russian Embassy would not visa the passports for American
officers to enter Russis vis Siberia. "Whether they get passports or mot,
or visas or not, the mission i going as scheduled,” the President remarked

with smphasis.
-
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The President remarked that he didn't think the Fussien eituation
was as bad as the papers set forth. OCertainly last March everyone thought
that the Germans would start their offemsive no later than the firet of
May and that they would probably be in the Caucasus bty the first of August,
and that probebly by the first of August Moscow and Lemingrad would be
invested. This has not happened. We know thet the Germens must be a good
gix weeks behind their schedule. "Before we know it, snow will be covering
two-thirds of the Germen-Ruseian front, and sud the remaining one-third.
There is a tremendous emount of pessimiem about Buseie. I don't think
it is warranted.”

The President stated that he was receiving a good deal of twitting
about the Aleutian Islsnds situation. ™Thus far I am content to let the
military council prevail in this matter., We cen't be stromg in all places
at the same time, and I feel that the military have given the Aleutians
the proper weight to which their importence emtitles them. Don't misteke
me. I would rather have the Japanese oui than in.®

Torning to the southwest Pacific, the President stated that the
Japanese seem to be tuilding up their forcos in the Rabeul ares and that
this be didn't 1ike. The Australian Mizdster (Sir Sawi Dixon) stated that
he was under the impression that Australis hed a divieion in New Cuinea,
but wasn't sure. He stated that be wae generally concerned about the air
situation in Australis end that we should underteke to have a higher
parcentage of operative airoraft in that area. The lapding of the Japanese
troope at Buna is a direct threat to Port Moresby, and this port must be
held. The President directed that Captein McCree make inquiry as to the
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mumber of troops now in New Guinea.
The President stated that the United States ir sending troops out

of this country in quantity, daily. Omoce the troops are out of the country,
that doesn't end the story. "Every time we send a division out of the
United States, we inorease the supply problem. The shipping situstion
being as it is, this mekes & resl problem for us to face."

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) stated that the Japanese were
putting out much misinformation mbout the Dutch East Indies. They are
principally cleiming to be doing things which they can't do. As an example,
the Ambassador cited a recent newspeper story, emanating from Tokioc, that
in the barbor of Surabeya alome, the Japanese had raised thirty ocesn-going
ships. The Ambassador remarked that this was impossible because only
sight ccean-going ships were sunk in Surabeya. He stated that further
extravagant claims sbout the resuming of production of rubber, oil, stc.,
were also being mede. In one place alone, it is known that oil is now belng
produced, and this in very small quantities. The Japanese are facing a great
deal of difficulty in their inter-island transport problem, snd informetion
has been received to the effect that they are doing their utmest to build
wooden vessels to fill this need.

The President remarked that it would be a happy day for the Allied
Hations when they recover Timor. The President further remarked that there
is & grest shortege of copper in Japan and that the Japs were doing their
utmost to induce Chile to run the risk of selsure and send copper ore to
Japan.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
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he had been advised that three Japanese ships had recently arrived in
Bordeaux with tin and rubber for Germeny. The President remarked that the
:ruhl-uf!‘unuhmh-]it;mnplﬂrawﬂacm reductic ad absurdum.
"Germary is undoubtedly getting much materizl of war from France."

The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Osmena) stated
that be thought it was very possible that small boat comsmunication could be
put into operation between Australia and the Philippines, with the idea of
sending ald and comfort to the natives of the Philippines to encourage them
to keep the guerrilla warfere going.

General discussion was had about the character of the United Ratlions
_mmmwmhMMMtImummmupmenmdu. )
The President directed that Captain McCrea inguire as to what is being dome
in this regard, and further, if anything is being done towards sending
United Nations agents into the Netherlands East Indies and the Philippines
from hustralia.

The President stated that we would scon face a real problem with
many of our troops in tropical aress. FHe stated that he was under the -
impression that we would shortly bave to rotete these troops with the idea
of getting those who bad served some time in the tropics into a more !
temperate climate for purposes of recuperation. '

The President stated that in view of the fect that the Queen of the
Netherlands was expected to arrive in Washington on Wedneeday, 5 August,
that no meeting of the Pacific War Council would be held during that week.

u..mhc.»@_.—-

—
JomN L. McCREA E
W,U-E.lﬂﬂ
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET ko 5

MEMORANDUM

The fifteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Exscutive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. C.,
at 12100 o'clock noon, Wednesdsy, July 22, 1942.

The President

The Chinsse Minister for Forelgn Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MecCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon tor Nash)

The Minister (Sir Dixon)

The Vice Presideat of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Serglo Osmena)

8ir R. I. thll. :+¢.—'lnij. G-Lp B. E. and M. P, m
Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

Baron W. van Bostzslaer, E. E. and M. P. (Representing the Netherlands
in the absence of Ambassador Loudon)

|

The President remariked that he had just received a call from Mr. Litvinov,
the Ambassador of the U. S. S. R. "He's a grand person but he is a persistent
pessimist. He always sees the hole in the doughmut. His principal complaint
this morning had to do with the stopping of the Russian comvoys." The President
stated that he had explained to Mr. Litvinov that of the 35 ships of PQ-17, at
least T0% had been lost; this despite the fact that the escort was a most heavy
one. The damage inflicted on the convoy was accomplished for the most part by
shore based air, for which no remedy at the moment was apparent. The altarnative
in this matter is to send the ships via the Cape of Good Hope to Basra. "Litvinow
was insistent. I sald to him, 'In view of the terrific losses of material and
shipping which we experisnced in the last convoy, does Russia still want another
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dmm“hmmumityoflmhmudunmﬂm,
thntlr.ﬁhhrhdlhtdtht'lmuummdﬁuthttqﬂtm.'
‘!hll.nhhrﬁnlu!uhnd{t.h:h}rnrhdthntthuﬂﬂuﬂ
as he saw it was to help Russia. The question that must be asked is, "Does
ihluuafﬂwttamhnhﬁhmﬁumhmmdiu?ﬂ—l?hlpwm?
The answer is obviously that it doesa't."
ﬁlhﬂﬂ-ﬂmtﬁthhﬂm&-u&mﬂﬂhﬂrﬂm
thhlﬂmhﬂwhf“ﬂuahmtthlmmmﬂm- To
this M¥r. Litvinov replied in the negative. The President continued, "I may
hm,htqhnlilmtﬂqrﬂu:ohhtﬂmmtl-m-'
mwmmmmtwmnmmmmmmh-,
stating thet public opinion 1s made largely by the commentators and the
columists who had little understanding of strategic matters and are for
the most part rather shallow thinkars. "Forget Egypt, forget China, forget

mmu.mmmntmmumtumunmnm of
course we want the Japanese gotten out of the Alsutians. We must remsmber

g &
convoy sent in via the north of Iseland. If so, I am sport enough to send one,
and I think Mr. Churchill would agree.'" The President added that Mr. Litvinov
stated he would take the matter under advisement. Mr. Litvinov also asked about
& sscond front. The President remarked in responss to a question by a member

tht.tthl—tthummmmtrmu.

The Chinese Minister for Fareign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
the Russians mmmmhwmmmhfw
hostilities if and when they broke. To this the President agreed, remarking
as he did so that the Russians still hope Japan won't invade Siberia.
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The President announced that word had been received that the
Japaness had denounced the Seal Protection Treaty. This treaty, which
has been in effect for some 40 years, had saved the fur seal from extinction.

At this point the Chinese Minister for Forelgn Affairs (Mr. Soomg)
gave a map talk about conditions in China. He touched particularly on the
relationship of the Eighth Houte (Communistic) Army with the Gensralissimo,
wmtmumummmmmmww.mnhtm-
ship between this Army and the Generalissimo had been much more cordial.
It was also pointed out that of all the airplane routes to Chungking, it
appears that the Sadiya-Chungking line is by far the most practicable.
This routs had never bsen properly explored until recently when a represent-
ative of the Douglas Aircraft Company flew over it and found that the highest
a plane need fly was about 15,000 feet, instead of 22,000 feet as had previous-
1y been supposed. This permits the transport planes to be loaded with 3% tons
of stores rather than 2 tons. The prineipal difficulties in the China situa-
tion are as follows: (1) To get emall arms smmmition to China in quantity;
this is possible of solution since the routes can be flown. (2) The economic
probles; Japan has now overrun the Chinese granary. (3) The curremcy situation;
piﬂhhrlhrhw-mmuhhd;thhmhuﬂnwumﬂﬂ;t
money throughout the occupied areas and have forbidden the use of Chungking
monay, and consequently there is no incentive for smugglers to bring in articles
needed by the Chungking government. Most of the dishonest currency tricks
wers taught the world by the Germsns. Rice and salt have risen in value to
about 30 times what they were before the war. Quinine is almost non-exiatent.
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No longer will a doctar's prescription alone assure one of getting guinine.
The user must appear in the drug store and take the quinine in the presence
of the dispenser. The bombers have done good work in the Hankow-Canton areas.
"Many are deprossed about the Chinese situation, but I-am not. I feel that all
the problems which face China are capables of sclution.®

The Australian Minister (Sir mnm] stated that consideration
should be given to the reopening of Torres Strait. The President remarked
that this depends on many expsrt considerationa.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that a good base should
be had in the Solomons-New Hebrides area. That if such wers the case, Rabaul
eould be made untenable. "Get across New Guinesa and we can upset the Celebes
situation for the Japaness.®”

The meeting came to a closs at 1:10 p.m., and it was determined that
the next meeting would be held on Wednesday, July 29, 1942, |

St ke Gl

JOHN L. WcCREA
Captain, U. 8, Navy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOM

SECRET

July 16, 1942.
MEMORANDUNM

The fourteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:50 a. m., Thursday, July 16, 1942.

President
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
Foreign Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. Eelco van Kleffans)
rlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

Sir R. I. Csmpbell, K.C.M,B., C.B., E. E. and M. P, (Representing
Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)

The President announced to the Pacific War Council that he wished to
thank the Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Osmena) for
bringing to his attention the copy of his (Mr. Osmena's) radio address
delivered over the Columbia Broadcasting System at 4330 p. m., July 13, 1942,
on the program "Spotlizht on Asia," the address itself being entitled "American-
Filipino Partnership in Bataan.” The President remarked that he was very
glad to note that this partnership was still on a going basis.

The President then read to the Council the production figures of
munitions of war as submitted by Mr. Isador Lubin, Chief, Statlstlcal
Analysis Branch, Combined Chiefs of Staff.

The President remarked that in one way, at least, the week just
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passed had been rather good. Aommel had been stopped and pushed back a
1ittle. Fither side, however, might win. The South African divisions
suffersd heavy losses. A British armored division has been landed and the
British tank strength in Libia is higher than it has ever been. Very little
additlonal air can be taken care of in the Liblan theater at the moment.
The victory in Libia should go to the side which can tuild up its forcea
the quickest. The Germans are flying meny troops into the battles area. Az
usual, the Germans are on the short end of the supply line whils the British
are on the long end. On the other side of the ledger, ona matter of serious
import must be recorded. The current Russian convoy (PQL7) was well beaten
up. Over fifty percent of the ships wera lost, and it may be that the losses
will run as high as 75 percent. This representa not alone a less of hugn
quantities of materials of war, but a tremendous loss of tomnage. This convoy
was given a particularly heavy escort, but in the high latitudes through which
1t had to travel, daylight is almost continuous, this making an attractive
target for both air and surface ship operations. The question now sesems %o
be whether or not to continue this convoy route or to send the material into
Russia through the Persian Gulf. "I hope that Russia will agree that it is
better to get ninety percent in, than a mers thirty perceat, even though the
reute be longer."

Land operations in Russia are not going too badly. The Garmens are
afraid that Russia will not break up this winter. "If the Russians hold out
this summer, I think the United Natlons will be over the hump."

From everything that can be learned, the Japanese are suf faring from
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lack of tonnage. We get good reports from our submarines returning from
their patrols. Japanese ship production is not high. The Office of Naval
Intelligence estimates that the Japaness replacement capacity is about
25,000 tons per month. "I cannot agree that it is as low as that. I

think it more probable that they can produce about 50,000 tons per month.®
Information is reaching the United States from many sources that the
Japanese have set up trading companies all ovar the occupied Orient. It

is svidently thair intention to exploit economically the countriesa they
hava overrun, to the utmost.

The New Zealand Ministar (Mr. Nash) asked if anything further

had been heard from Laval with reference to the ultimate dispositiom of the
French sghips now at Alexandria. To this, the President replied that Mr.
Laval had sent him "an insulting despatch,” the general tenor of which
seemed to be that he could not mccept the President's proposal bacause of
the honor of France."™ The President further stated that since Godfroy

had made an intimation in his despatch that French ports would be acceptable
to him, that he, the President, had then sent a later despatch to both Laval
and Godfroy, suggesting that Martinique be the safe haven for the French
ships. Godfroy replied that Martinique wasn't "the kind"™ of a French port
to which he wished to repair, but rather the port of Bizerte. The Prasident
remarked t.at the record in these proceedings is entirely in the open, has
been glven much publicity, and that in his Judgment the British would be
"wholly justified™ in destroying the French ships wers the British themselves

forced to evacuates Alexandria.

SECRET




e b g o o B o™ Bl T

The President remaried in response to a gquestion from the New Zealand
Minister (Mr. Nash) that more and more within the country the French are

opposing the German occupation. Laval's position is somewhat peculiar.
"He is trying to occupy a central position.” The New Zealand Kinister
(Mr. Nash) then asked if the United States Charge d' Affaires in Vichy
was still looking out for the affairs of the occupled countries. The
Presldent directed Captain McCrea to consult with Mr. Welles, the Under
Secretary of State, in this regard. Mr. Welles informed Captain McCrea
that five days ago, Vichy notified this government that they regarded our
services in behalf of the occupled countries as having terminated. Further,
that Vichy itself would now undertake to look after the interests of the
occupisd countries.
The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that yesterday he had
received information from three different sources that food packages were
not getting through to the prisoners of war. To this, the Foreign Minister
of the Netherlands (Dr. ven Kleffens) remarked that Spain makes it difficult
to get food packages through the country in view of brigandage. He stated
that it was virtually impossible to get cigarettes through Spain. In additiom,
there is & bottleneck in Portugal with reference to the transpartation of
these packages. The President remarked that he had been informed that
German prison guards high-jacked prisoners of their food parcels by demanding
a portion of the food within the pnnhgu'iu return for signing a receipt for it. .
The Preaident discussed at some length the danger of a German-controlled \

Dakar, to the western hemisphers, especlally Braszil.
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that the next meeting would be on Wednesday, July 22, 1942.
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WASHINGTON
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The thirteenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in
the Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,

at 11t.0 &, M., mﬂﬂ, m" 3. 1942,

Th nt

The for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The of the Netherlands (Dr. Eelco van Kleffens)
The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)
The

The

The

Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)
Mew Zealand Minister (Hom. Nash)
Australian Minister (Sir Ddxon)
The Vice President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon. Serglo Dsmens)
Sir R. I. Campbell, K.C.M.G., C.B., E. E. and M. P. (Representing
Great Britain in the absence of Viscount Halifax)
Director-Ceneral of British Information Services in the
United States {ho Harold B. hﬂm‘, E. E. and M. Fi}

5

The President remarked that the United Nations had passed through
difficult days since the Council last met. When Mr. Churchill arrived in
the United States on 12 June, the Lybian battle was well underway, but no
apprehension was felt. The fall of Tobruk was a decided shock to the
Prime Minister, as it was to the rest of the United Natlons. At the moment,
thlﬂﬂﬂlhltwhhbﬂlﬂm,aulitiﬂtmutdthtaltihpuns
and reinforcements arrive, the British will be in a definitely better positiom.

The President continued his remarks by stating that he had recently
been in correspondence with Chisng Kai-Shek and that the Ceneralissimo

appeared to be greatly depressed. This downheartednees was no doubt due
to the fact that when the Lybian situation beceme acute and something hed




to be dome in a hurry to save Egypt, "I ordered the Tenth Air Force to
proceed to the Middle East and help Egypt. Time for consultation with

the Generalissimo simply did not exist, and something had to be done very
quickly. I am sure if the Generalisaimo had been here and had all the

facts before him, he would have not only heartily approved, but would have
urged that I take the action I did. If the Middle East falls, the problem

of the supply of China will be made immeasursbly harder. The stand that

tha British are now making on the El Alamein line is a laat ditch stand.

If successful, we can (1) reinforce the British, and, (2) seize the
initiative."

Contimuing his remarks, the President stated that Mr. Stalin had a
keen appreciation of the value of the Middle East to the United Nationms'
cause when he (Stalin) agreed to relinquish to the British some forty medium
bombers already at Basra and in condition to operate. The President further
remarked that he judged from this fact that the Ruseisn situstion may not be
as serious as it now seems. "At any rate,” the President remarked, "as soon
as the situation stabilizes we will repay both China and Russia, with interest,
for the materials that had to be diverted." .

The President stated that the submarine losses in the western Atlantic
continued to be bad. "The Navy told me in March that the situation would.
get better and they have told me repeatedly since then that it would get
better, but to date it hasn't. We are extending ourselwes to the utmost
to meet this situation. More aircraft and more patrol vessels are being
assigned to the sea frontisrs as they become available.”
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At this point the President read a memorandum from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, attached hereto marked (A).

The Foreign Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. van Kleffens) remarked
that his government was intensifying the propaganda broadcasts to the
Netherlands Fast Indies. 0ddly encugh, it has been discovered that
: San Francisco is by far the best place from which to beam these troadeasts,
the enemy being able to "jam" effectively Melbourne and Sydney broadcasts.
Dr. van Kleffens further remarked that his government was most anxious to
jmprove this service. The President replied that Dr. van Kleffens should
gee Mr. Elmer Davis end Mr. Robert Sherwood, in this connection. The
President further pointed out that it was most important to see that
propaganda material is used rightly, remarking that the British Broadeasting
Corporation at the outset of the war made very bad errors of judgment, in
that they failed to make & proper appreciation of the sort of material
which could best be used for propagands purposes. Dr. van Kleffens stated
that his government has in this country a great many people who can speak
Javenese, and what is more important, have made a study of the Javanese
peoples and know the rroper aporoach to be taken. "Evidently our propaganda
broadeasts are very successful, because the Japanese are condemning to death
those who listen to our propaganda broadcasts." Dr. van Kleffens continued
that his government was in receipt of information from New Guinea and the
Celebes that resistance was continuing. He cited as an example that a
lieutenant in the field had recently sent a despatch to the eifect that he
heard the San Francisco broadcasts nightly, but had been unable to acknowledge
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same until he had fortunately been able to selze an enemy radic station
over which he was sending this information.

The discussion turned generally towards tha Aleutians. The Canadian
Minister (Mr. McCarthy) stated that he was somewhat concerned with the
presence of the Japanese in these waters. The President remarked that
since the French-Canadians object to being sent overseas, one solution
might be that they could be employed in Alaska.

The President ventured the remark that all the United Nations should
"give particular attention to the spy situation.” He cited the fact that
the Federsl Bureau of Investigation evidently had very good reasons to
suspect that some of the alleged Jewish refugees coming into our country
are sples in the pay of the German govermment, and that a careful ssarch
was being mede on the 5. 5. DROTTNINGHOLM, recently arrived in this
country, because of this. "The CQermans are anxious to get saboteurs into
this country in any way whatsoever, and it is difficult to pass judgment
as to which is the more despleasble, the attempt to plant saboteurs in this
country by using the Jews, or the willingness of the Jews themselves to do
this. In any event, all refugees should be carefully watched." Continuing
in the same vein, the Dirsctor-General of British Information Services in
the United States (Mr. Butler) stated that it was a known fact that the
Germans were putting pressure, through the Gestapo, on Jews resident in
Germany to join the spy organisations, ly promising amelioratod conditions
for their families in Cermany.

At this point there was general discussion about German police

-k -

SECRET




methods. The President, by way of personal reference, remarked thnt when
& young boy of about 10 years of age, he was arrested four iimes in Germany
in one day, for (1) Killing a goose with his blcycle; (2) Picking cherries
from a tree, the branches of which were hanging over m wall; (2) Wheeling
hie bicycle through a reilroad station, and (4) Wheeling his bicycle around
a barrier in the road. The President elaborated on the last named incident
%o the effect that he and his tutor while cycling through Germany and enroute
to Strassburg, found themselves suddenly confronted with a barrier in the
road. Since Strassburg was about three miles distant, the President and
bis tutor dismounted and wheeled their bicycles around the barrier. Upon
mounting them to ride off in the direction of Strassburg, they were promptly
arrested by a German sentry who suddenly appesred from nowhere. They were
taken before the man's Colonel who informed the President that he was under
arrest for "trying to enter a fortified city of the Rhine, on, with or by

& wheeled vehicle, after sundown.” On being asked as to how one could get
to Strassturg the Colonel informed the President that he should go back down
thrmdlmplnﬁfﬂlumamlmdnhtimmdﬂuruhhltrmfur
Btrassburg. The Colonel did not seem to have any answer to ths statement
made by the President that the railroad carrisge in which he would enter
Strassburg was "a wheeled vehicle arriving after sundown."

The President remarked that reports from inside Germany continued

to be bed. "It is my conviction that if Russis can hold cut, and if the

Middle East can hold out, Germany cannot succesalfully pass another winter.
I am well aware that this is a very '"iffy' matter.”
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked
that China is "getting weaker." "The loss of the Burma Road was a distinct
blow to China. The thing that is hurting the Chinese most at the moment
is that the Japanese have outlawed all Chinese currency in occupied territory
and have substituted for it Japanese occupational currency. The whole
practice, therefore, of the Chinese buying much needed goods in ocoupled
China has hed to go out the window. The greatest danger which now faces
China is economic exhaustion. Inflation of the worst order is rife through-
out the country.” One encouraging thing is that the Russians are now meeting
the Chinese and cooperating in every particular.

The President then remsrked that the Russians are cooparating with
the United States in that a survey of air routes from Alaska to Siberis is
now underway and that much progress is being made. It is intended that one
of the air routes between Nome and Moscow will break off at a suitable point
for Chungking.

In response to a questlon from the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash)
az to whether or not thers was any news from France, the President told
the Council of his offer to both Laval and Godfroy to furnish asylum to the
French men-of-war now at Alexandria, should the British find it nacassary to
abandon that port. "Laval bluntly turned down the offer, remarking as he -
did so that it was an insult to France. Godfroy further turned dewn the
propositien, but I expected mothing differsnt from him. Our record in this
matter is very clear. We have made a definite offer to the French and
unless something should develop, I feel that in event Alexandria is abandoned,
I should recommend to the British that they sink the French ships bafore
leaving."
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The mesting came to a close at 1:00 p. m., and it was determined ]
that the next meesting would be on Wednesday, July 15, 1942. i
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

July &, 1942,
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MEMORANDUK FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

The Operatlons Divislon, War Department General
Steff, has investicated the report recelved by Mr. T. V.
Soong that airplenes are being used indiscriminately to
carry material secross India when avallable rail trans- .
portation would serve the same purpose. It is not belleved
that the stetement 1z justified.

Alr freight operations in India are divided into
two distinet classifications as follows:

& . The Trans-Indis Ferry Houte cperated
by the 10th Air Foree for the purpose of extending
from Kerachl to Dinjan the alr ferrylng service from
the United States and the transport of critical
equipment for its own use.

b. The alr ferry route from Dinjdn,
india, to Runming, Chine - established to transport
war maferials to China - &lso is used at present to
supply the two squadrons of the 10th Air Force at
Sunming.

On the Dinjan-Hunming route we are operating 30
planes and this 1s the maximum number that can be employed
erflcliently with exiastin: alrdrome facilities. Tonnage |

, delivered to China by eir is not limited to the planes
| assigned the task but by the ground facilities aveilable
| at the terminals: VWhen airdromes now under construction '
near Dinjan are completed, 17 more planes can be added to 4
! this fleet but this construection hes been delayed by record-
: breaklng flooda. The [leet can be further sxpanded when |
additional airdrome facilities at Hunming are provided, but o
. this 1s being held up by the Chinese pending military
developments in Yunnan.
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During May and June the China Ferrying Command
moved & total weisht of 1,527,938 pounds eastward and
1,792,186 pounds westward, and dropped 161,160 pounds of
food and medieine to the Chinese Army in lorth Burma
although flying condlitions were very bad during part of
this period. For instance the fleet was able to operate
only one day between June 22d and June 27th.

When weather conditions prohiblt the China run,
1dle plenes at the Dinjan terminal are used to supplement
transport operations within Indla, where the transport
problem is most critical as the railroads are badly con-
ceated, water transportation in the Bay of Bengal has
practicelly ceased, and the port of Calcutta 1s closed.
The British Indian Army, consisting of elmost 1,000,000
men, have to be supplied by rall routes and all reports
of our obaservers confirm the serlousness of transportation
difficulties. We must also supply our own alr force In
India which 1s cperating from widely dispersed alrdromes
without a transport squadron of 1is own.

Beneral Stilwell was directed by the War Depart-
ment to expedite the {low of materials into China using to
the maximum all the means at his dispoaal, and the War
Department is confident that this 1s being done.

W. B. SMI'TH,
BErigadier General, U. 5. Army,
Secretary.

SHCRHET
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EMORAND

The twelfth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 12:30 p. m., Thursday, June 25, 1942.

PRESENT

The President

The Prime Minister of Great Britain (The Right Honorable Winaston
S. Churchill)

The Pr!?- Minister of Canads {The Right Honorable W. L. Mackenzie
King

The Foreign Minister of the Netherlands (Dr. Esleco van Klaffens)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The President of the Philippina Commonwealth (Hon. Manuel Quezon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir E=in Dixon)

Mr. Harry Hopkins ewan

The President stated that, on behalf of the regular membars of the |l .

Pacifiec War Council, he wished to extend cordial greetings to the Prime
Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill), the Prime Minister of Canada
(Mr. King), and the Foreign Minister of the Nethsrlands (Dr. van Kleffens),
remarking as he did so that the Council would be pleased to receive the
observations and comments of these distinguished visitors.

In general, the President remarked that there was "no particular
news." It now appears that the Japanese carrier strength has been reduced
from twelve to seven. Three or four of the original twelve were no doubt
converted merchant types, and not having been uilt as carriers they no
doubt lacked certain desirable features, but nevertheless up until now they
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have been able to carry on oretty successfully in their appolinted roles.
The attrition that has gone on against the Japanese carrier stremgth has been
very gratifying. In addition, with the loss of each of the alrcraft carriers
concerned there must have been a correspondingly heavy loss of embarked aircraft.
With refersnce to the Aleutian situation, the President stated that he
was "gpomewhat disturbed." Continual fog, rain and wind make alrcraft operations
against the enemy in this area very difficult. So far as can now be determined,
the enemy forces in this area are "small, even somewhat infinitesimal as regards
ships and men." Looking at the Pacific problem as a whole and without attempting
to evaluate the relative importance of the south and central Pacifiec, it would
appear nevertheless that the north Pacific is definitely in third place insofar
as priority of attention on our part is concerned. With the remark that Canada
appeared to be "somewhat excited,” the President asked the Prime Minister of
Canada (Mr. King) for his comments. To this, the Prime Minister of Canada (Mr.
King) replied, "We aras not much excited; we feel that we are in good company.”
The President then requested that the Prime Minister of Great Britain
present his views on the general situation. The Prime Minister of Great Britain
(Mr. Churchill) replied substantially as followa: "I have, of course, been
concerned about Lybia. We think that with reinforcements which are now enroute
to that theater, the situation will be gotten in hand. I wish to here state
with what inexpressible relisf we lsarned of the results of the fighting in
the Pacific, both in the Coral Sea and Midway areas. The change in the list

of Japanese ships as a result of those two engagements is, to say the least,
refreshing. | I can now disclose that in the latter part of March and in early

April we were much alarmed for the safety of Bengal and Ceylom. Very different
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15 that position now. Into India we have put three divisions, with mors on

the way. There are more British troops in India now than have ever been there
before. The Eastern Fleet will be|built up to full stremgth by August. This
wﬂlmtnlm:i-prwtmponﬂu:linthnmust, but we will be in a
position to do something of positive help to China, and I wish to say here
and now that we will extend ourselves to the utmost to ald our Oriental ally.
It is our very definite hope that we will be able to take the offensive In
the Bay of Bengal arsa mot later than November, 1942. What has happened in
Lybia will not set back this date.| The Japanese are making their first
important and decided move to wipe out Chinese resistance. Everything
points to early action on the part of the Japanese against Siberla. With
a war on his western front, Mr. Stalin no doubt viewa the possible attack
on Siberis by the Japanese without enthusiasm. The United Nations can rest
assured that Britain will spare no means or methods to bring the aggressor
nations to their early and ultimate downfall."

At this point the President remarked that the Japanese are in such e
position that heavy withdrawals of troops from the southwest cannot be made

gince there is much resistance by guerrillas going on in the East Indies
and the Philippine Islands. To this, both the Foreign Minlster of the

Netherlands (Dr. van Kleffens) and the President of the Philippine Common-
wealth (Mr. Queszon) added vigorous agreement. The President further remarked
that the Japanese were encountering much resistance in Timor on the part of
the Portuguese and that the Australian troops and New Guinea natives in the
Australian Mandates were helping "harass the invader." The President further

stated thet authority hed been given Gemeral MacArthur to purchase at a good
price all rubber which could be smuggled into Australia; this will unquestionably
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help to keep alive the resistance agsinst the Japanese.

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr. Queson) remarked
that he had recently received information that Colonel Roxas, the one whom
the President had designated as his successor In cass he were killed or
fell into the hands of the enemy, was still fighting bravely against the
Japanese in central Mindanao.

At this polint the Prime Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill)

-

stated that he would "like to remark in conclusion" that he thought it wise
for the Council to adopt an offansive policy embodying (1) Operations

sgainst the enemy to the northward from Australia; (2) Counterstrokes againat
the enemy from India; (3) Maintenance of guerrillas whersver they wers located.

The President remarked that he felt it most emsential that the guerrillas
be assisted in every possible way. "Every Japanese killed by the guerrillas
hastens the end of the war." Plans for the offensive to the north from
Australin are now in a most confidential and advanced state of completion.
Cooperation from British seaborne forces in Trincomalee, the Prime Minister
informs me, can confidemtly be counted upon. .

The Australian Minister (Sir ﬁg Dixon) suggested that early considera-
tion be given to opening up a channel through Terres Strait. To this remark
the President replisd that the matter was being "attended to."

The Prime Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill) told the Council
that he had a very gratifying conversation with Rear Admiral Sherman, lately

in command of the U. 5. 8. LEXINOTON, and that Rear Admiral Sherman had
particularly impressed him with the capabilities of dive bombers and torpedo
; planes,
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
he had just received a despateh from his government in which it was stated
that aireraft were being used for transportation purposes in the Indian
area In an Injudiclous manner, in that this type of transportation was being
employed where other and slower transportation would do. The President
direscted that Captain McCrea take up this matter with the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The President then informed the Councll that information had been
received that the Germens, Italians, and Japanase were plamning a commercial
air routs between their countries via Rangoon and the Middle East. Considera-
tion was alsc being given to flying a northern route across Siberis and
Russia, but that that route was looked upon with little favor because of the
usually adverse weather conditions. The President remarked that everything
possible should be done "to make their wventure a failure.®

At this point the President read a memorandum attached hereto marked (A).

The Prime Minister of Great Britain (Mr. Churchill) at this peint read
a letter which he had received from General Smuts recommending that every
effort be made to recover Rangoon and the Burma route. The import of General
Smuts' letter was that it was most important to support China and that the
quickest and best way to do so would be to reestablish the Burma route as a
supply line to the heart of China. In conclusion, the Prime Minister of Great
Britain (Mr. Clurchill) remarked that Genmeral Smuts' proposal had his entire
approval and hearty endorsement. "I have great confidence in General Smutal
Judgment."

The President remarked that the immediate goal of the allied nations was
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to construct "more and more planes and arms per month." In that manner we
shall bring the full force of our resources to bear at the earliest possible

moment, on the aggressor natioms.

The President then announced to the Council that invitatlions had been

o

extended ty him to General Smuts and Messrs. Fraser (Prime Minister of New
Zealand) and Curtin (Prime Minister of Australia) to visit the United States
at their earliest convenience. Geperal Smuts and Mr. Fraser have already
accepted, but the dates for their visits have not been fixed.

The next meeting of the Pacific War Council is scheduled for Wednesday,
July 1, 1942, at 11:30 a. m.

The Pacific War Council then (1:15 p.m.) adjournmed to lunch in the State
Dining Room, theres being joined by the Secretary of State (Mr. Hull) and the

gt fmnl N .

e
L

Under Secretary of State (Mr. Welles).
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

June 21, 1542

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

l. Investigation of the India-China air cargo situation
reveals that as of May 8 approximately 3,500,000 pounds had been trans—
ported into China from Dijan (Sadiya), The returning aireraft are
reparted to have evacuated several thousand people from Burma.

2, HNo definite statements have been received as to the
amount of freight carried within the last thirty days. OCeneral
Stilwell has indicated, however, that the following number of tons
will be transported during the next few months:

128 tons June

26 " July

Log m August
Loo m September
Loo m October

3. In a telegram Just received from General Wheeler
he makes the statement that the most favorable estimate of the
capacity of the air transport link from Assam to Kunming will be
200 tons per week commencing July 10th, This appears to me to be
an optimistic estimate of the air transportation capacity during
the monsoon season. It is approximately double that indicated by
Jeneral Stilwell.

Lhe It is the opinion of those who have looked into this
situaticn, both on the spot and in Washington, that the largest single
factor which will restrict a considerable increase in tonnage during
the monthe menticned is the unsultable weather ocourring during the
monsoon season. It is reported that flying conditions in this area
will show no improvement for the next three months., General Stilwell,
reported that the maximum planes he could handle in India end China
would be 75. This number of airplanes will be furnished.

H. H. ARNOLD,
Lieutenant CGeneral, U.S.A.,
Commanding General, Army Air Forces:

SECRET X
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

June 22, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN MoCREA:

Subject: Conversion of Military Type Flanes to
Transport Use in India and China.

As far as I know, there is only one airplane (B-24) that
has been converted to transport use for the purpose of supply-
ing China from India.

80 far, only cne pilot model has been produced, and
even if it is mocepted ms a military type airplane, it will
be many months before they come cut in quantity.

We are studying this matter now and trying to determine
what effect such production will have on existing orders for
bombers, oritical equipment, rew materials, engines, or any
other items of a oritical nature, As scon as this study is
completed, we will lmow what to do next,

Lieutenant Jeneral, TU.S5.A.;

Inol:
M for Gen. Armold, 6/22/42,
Capt. MoCrea, re above
subj.

|
.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 22, 1942.

Would it be possible f
this information in time for the next meeting

the Pacifie War Council on Wednesday,
at 11530 AM.7

Vary respectfully,

P e e G

JOHN L. McCREA
, U. S. Navy
Naval Aide to the President




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

S EC R ET Juns 17, 1942,

MEENORANDUNM

The alaventh meeting of the Pacifie War Courcil took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, June 17, 1842, .

PRESENT

The President
The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifex)
The Netherlends Ambassador (Dr. A. Louden)
The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Hon, Manuel Queszon)
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Scong)
The Canadien Minister (Hon. Leighton MoCarthy)
The Hew Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
The Australian Winister (8ir m’mm}
The President remarked to the Council that he waus glad to introduce
the President of the Philippine Commonwealth, the Hon. Manuel Quezon, as a
member of the Council, stating that the Philippine point of view would be
most helpful in the Council's deliberations and that Philippine representa-
tion would make sn additional point of view available from the Orient. The
President of the Philippine Commonweslth (Mr. Quezem) remarked that it was
his earnest hope that he would be able to contribute something of value to
the Council,
The President remarked that & despateh had been received recently

from fGeneral Stilwell to the affect that the ferry plans situatiom in China
was satisfactory. The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong)
questioned this despatch and stated that he would like further information
on the matter, The President directed Ceptain MeCrea to make inguiry of

General Arneld in this rerard.




The President stated that Mr. Stalin now approves of flying planes
from Aleska to Siberie, This was one item of benefit that grew cut of the
Molotov talks, The President continued that information was being reguested
of Fussis as to airfield facilities in Siberia.

The President remarked that the Pacific area, generally, wes getting
on well, save for the Aleutisns. He remarked that conversations were going
on here with reference to the cpening of new fronts in Africa or Europe, or
both, Hothing new is availeble on the situation in Timor. The Netherlands
Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remarked that he hed positive information that
fighting was still going on in Timor end in Jave and the Philippines.

The President of the Philippine Commonwealth (Mr., Quegon) advised
that he had but recently been informed that some 44 Filipines had baen
sxscuted by the Japanese for "helping the United Nations."

The President stated that Nidway survivora were reporting that
while they were in parachutes and rubber boats, they had been machine
gunned by the Japanese, The President of the Philippine Commonwealth
(¥r. Quezon) reported that the Jepanese consistently straffed aviators
while the latter wers descending in thelr parachutes, The British Ambassador
{lord Walifex) remarked that he was under the imprassion thet all this wes
provided for by treaty, the gist of the treaty being that a parachutist
is fair game if he is smen to be descending into his own territory, but
it is not proper to machine gun him if he is descending into his enemy's
territory.

The Fresident remarked that he had noticed considerable in the

press about the use of poison ges by the Axis netions and that he deprecated




guch remarks, "I do not think we should talk about it. The proper way
to handle this matter is to zet all the necessary proof and then retaliate
effectively.”

The Prasident stated that Germany would be very strong if Russia
collapsed. An increasing number of despatches are being received from
Furops telling of discontent in Germany snd Italy. The Netherlands
Ambesendor (Dr. Loudon) remarked that his home government advlsed him
+hat conditione in Germany were not good and that there was considerable
discontent, but nevertheless a strong will on the part of the Germen people
to stick it out in any event. The British Ambassador (Lerd Halifax) remarked
that there were reasons to believa that Fitler's time table was ocut of sorts
in meny respects, To this, the President replied, "I am not certain of
that, Sevastopol, of course, should have fallen, and Germeny no doubt is
working against tims, However, no one can be sure how rapidly the eituatiom
on the eastern front might deteriocrate. The Russian supplies might give out
and we might have great diffioculty in getting mamufactured articles to them,"

The President then remarked gemerally about Japanese aireraft losses,
He stated that in his judgment the Japansse must have lost clese to 300
plenes in the battle of Midway and that our despatches rarely show less than
§ planes of the enemy daily destroyed in the Soutiwest Pacifie. In other
words, the process of attrition is working and that this process will in the
lonr run win the war, The Cansdian Minister (Mr. MeCarthy) remarksA that
he was smaged to find that the Russians had been sble to salvage so meny
of their first-=line military factories and move them teo the vieinity of the
Urals. Production from these factories is now ecoming to a full capmcity.

The President stated that Mr. Molotov remarked to him that if fighting




aontinued every day in the week, Russian supplies would no doubt be used up
more rlpidiy than they could be replenished. "This," remarked the President,
"hohooves ua to do everything woe can to get manufactured articlies to Fussia
as rapidly as possible."

The British Ambessedor (Lord ¥alifax) then made reference to &
news story which had appeared under a london dateline, in which it was
stated that the Japanese aireraft production was many times that which
it was supposed to be. The British Ambessador (Lord Halifex) remarked
that london could not trace the story and that he had asked his home
goverrment to give him its best estimate as to Jupansse production. The
President remarked thet Zripadier General Doolittle stated that three planes
had been told off to bomb the Mitsubishl Adreraft Factory end that they had
done a pood job of ik,

The President remarked that at the last meeting it had been suggested
that General Arnold po to Australia on an inspection trip. This proposal
garmot be carrisd out in view of the fact that Genaral Arnold's services
are required in thias country. Om the other hand, Generel Richardson has
been sent to Australis for the purpose of amogueinting General MacArthur
with conditions in this country end in presenting the War Department's
point of view to General MacArthur, In connection with this subject, the
President read a memorandum from General Marshell, affixed hereto marked (A).

The President further remarked that at the last meeting the Chinese
Foreign Minister (¥r. Soong) had stated that consideration should be given
to bombing the powsr plants et Shanghai. In this connection the Presidemt

read & memorendum from General Armold, affixed hereto marked (B)., In




sonclusion, the President suppested that !r. Scong tell the Generalissimo
to get in touch with General Stilwell in commection with this matter, and
that it might be an excellent thing to bomb the plants as suggested, if
for no other than economle reasons.

‘The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) queried as to where the Japanese
had retired to after the defesat st Vidway, To this guestion the President
replied that the best ruess seemed to be that those ships that were uninjured
had retired to the Mandetes, while those that were injured had gone to the
homeland for repairs.

The Wew Zealand Minister (Mr. Wash) inquired as to the shipping
gituation off the Atlantiec Comst., To this, the President replied that
it was "bad." The President further remarked that he had issued instructions
that convoys were to be instituted from Festport, Maine to Trinidad. Mean-
while, every effort was being made to inerease the mumber of patrol craft
to operats egainst the submerines.

The Australisn Minister (31r-£3=2:1nixon} remarked that four of the
Japanese midzet submarines had been destroyed in Sydney harbor. When queried
gs to tha situation with reference to oil and gas stoeks in Australia, he
remarked that, "Conditions are pood so far as stowage is concerned, but the
emounts in stowape are insufficient for long time cperations becauss of the
limited stowage capacity." He further stated that the erriwval of so many
ships in Australian waters necessitated a great deel of repeir work being
done on them end that the ship repair facilities were being taxed to the

utmost.

The President remarked that delivery of aircoraft to Australia was

now proceeding apace and that our staffs were working out en offensive in




the Australien area, The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that

as he understood, it had been the President's oripinal conception to have
an officer from New Zealand help out in connection with the combined staff
plans, remarking as he did so, that in his judgment General Smart should
participate in the discussions with referesnce to Australia. The Australian
Minister (Bir Wtﬂ.mn} remarked that Australis was eepger and anxious

to open an offensive.

The Chinese Minister for Foreigm Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
on reflection, he was certain Pan-American Airways had much information on
the S8iberian airfield facilities.

The British Ambassedor (Lord Halifax) remarked that he was in receipt
of many telegrams in the past few days stating that the Germans were loading
ships and landing-craft, evidently with a northerly destination. The
President remarked that the destination might be Murmensk, Spitzbergen
or Iceland.

The meeting was brought to a close by the President remsarking that
in general, shipping end the Russian front are the two most critlical items
at the moment.

The next meeting of the Pacifiec Wer Council was schedunled for
Wadnesday, June 24, 1942, at 11:30 a«m.

@-“_‘ ke J’kc G"'H
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JOHN L. MoCREA
Ceptain, U. 8. Navy




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR

CAPTAIN McCREA:

Will you glve this to me at
the next Pacific War Council meeting?

F.D 'El‘

Regraded Unclassified
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

June 11, 1942,

Subject: Proposed vislt of General Arnold
To Australia.

I think it is important that General Armold be avail-
able in Washington for the next twe or three months in comnection
with the development of Bolero. Therefore it would appesr inad-
viesable for him to undertake this visit to Australis.

Up to the present time, the use of the Army Adr Forces
hes been dictated by expediemcy. We are reaching a stage in air-
plene production thet ealls for the most careful plamning and ex—
scution in comnmection with orgenization, treining, operation end
maintenance.

In regard to allocation of merial strength to Austrelis,
I am convinced that decisions cen best be reached by the Joimt U.S.
Chiefs of Btaff in Weshington, subject to confirmation by the Com-
bined Chiefs of Staff and approval by you. The persgpective from
Washington is better and the needs of the Southwest Paclific Area
can be more mccurately welghed sgeinst those of other theaters.

If personal visits to particular localities appear to be
necessary or desirable, qualified officers are svailable. Major
General Richardson, for instance, is nmow in the Southwest Pacific
Area as my personal representative for the purpose of both ascer-
taining needs and scquainting Generel Mscirthur snd other offi-
elals with the genersl situation and plans, as well as the pro-
blems involved in other theaters, all of which affect the alloca-
tion of available means.

(A)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 16, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR, CAPTAIN McCREA:

The President wants you to
take this up at the Pacifie War

Council tomorrow.

G.G.T.




June 15, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:
Subject: Dr. Scong's Proposal re Shanghai,

1. Reference is made to Dr. Soong's proposal that the
Shanghai power plant be bombed, by airplanes operating from Indim,
for the purpose of slowing up Japan's wer industrisl production,

2, A completed study of this project made in my office,
coordinated with Operations Division, General Staff, indicates that
while Shanghai is a city of relatiwvely great industrial importance
in China, particularly because of its textile mills, our sources of
information do not indicate that Jepan has soncentrated there in-
dustries vital to its war effort.

3. Shanghai does appear to be importent to Japen as a trans-
shipment and storage center. Japen is lmown to have there ship re-
peiring docks end small metel works. Aress in Southern Japan
(Kyushu) and Taiwan may afford war industries targets of a higher
prierity than Shanghai,

4s Dr, Soong's proposal,with a study of the project, heve
been referred to Genersl Stillwell for his decision, in the light of
such additional information as may be evmilable to him,

Commanding General, Army Air Worces,

— —— -— Regradgec~meiassified |
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTOM

June 9, 1942
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no contribution here and told

he had been advised by mesmbers of
MacArthur to come to the United

was somevhat inelined to retum to
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early date.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR
CAPTAIN McCREA:

Will you speak to me about

this?
FIDIRI

Inclassified |[
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 10, 1942.

SECRET S

The tenth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtonm, D. C.,
at 11130 a.m., Wednesday, June 10, 1942. No meeting was held on Wednesday,
June 3rd.

The President

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Australian Attorney Gemeral and Minister of State for
External Affairs (Hon. H. V. Evatt)

The Canadisn Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

The Australian Minister (Sir Zswim Dixon)

Mr, Harry Hopkins ower:

The President stated that the consequences of the nawval action off
Midway had changed our strateglc plans in the Southwest Paclfic and gave
us the opportunity of taking the offensive. It seamed likely that it would
be possible to take the Andaman Islands, Christmas Island and, possibly,
Rabaul if our naval vilctory can be followed up vigorously.

The President said the situation with China was 1ittle better.

The President reviewed briefly the assignments that had been made
to the Pacific area and indicated to the Council thut American production
was improving very rapidly.

The Australian Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Evatt)
reported upon his visit to London, indiecating that he felt there was better
understanding there of the situation in the Southwest Pacific. He said that

Pt (R
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they bad air squadroms in Australia that were not equipped and indicated
that that was a matter of great comcern to the Australian Government.

The Australian Minister (Sir feele’Dixon) said the morale of the
American troops in Australia was excellent and that they had made a fine
impression in Australia.

The President stated that there was the serlous political problem in
America of having a vast army here in this country trained and ready to fight
and that our government was insisting upon our taking an approprilate part
in the war, not only by sea and air but by our ground forces as well. He
gaid the problem in the last analysis was one of shipping but that the
Amarican Government had to consider, in the future use of ships, the urgent
problem of getting our own ground forces on fighting fronta.

The President discussed briefly the difficulties of a second fromt
in Furope and told the conference that he had invited Fraser, Smuts and
Curtin to visit him at separate times some time during the smmmer.

The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.

—— e ———

HOTE: Captain MeCrea did not attend this meeting of the Pacific War Counecil
dus to his absence on duty in Baltimore, at the direction of the Preaident,
to meet King OQeorge of Greece. The above notes were taken by Mr. Harry

Hopkins.
‘r',‘q‘ &EQ‘—J—
— —

JOHN L. McCREA
Captain, U. 8! Nawy
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET oy 28, 1042

MEMORANDUM

The ninth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Foom of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,

at 11led5 a. m., Wednesday, May 27, 1942.

The Preesident

The British Ambsssador (Viscount Halifax)

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affaira (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Canadisn Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCartly)

The New Zealsnd Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Mr. Harry Hopkins (after 12:30 Palla)

Mr. A. V. Smith (In the absence of the Australian Minister)

The President opened the meeting by remarking that he had received

& letter from General Smuts which rather disturbed him. The letter, writtem
from Cairo, set forth three principal items with which the General was con-
cerned: (1) The safety of Egypt, Irag, and the Persian Gulf, (2) the Indian
Ocean snd the Bay of Bengal, and, (3) South Africa. The Prasident continued
that he had gathered the impression that Ceneral Smutes might quite profitably
vieit the United States in order that the General might be the better apprised
of the general plan of conducting the war. The President further remarked
that he had "an idea" that Mr. John Curtin (The Prime Minister of Australia)
could very profitably visit the United States for the same purpose, this
unuituﬂmhtlpmrwpmpletolmahwtanumuumr. The
President asked the British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) and the Australian

representative (Mr. Smith) what they thought of the proposal. The substance




of the replies of both was that it would indeed be most profitable if the
proposed visits could be made. The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) stated
in particular that it would be most useful if General Smuts could come to the
United States, that the General possessed a sound mind and that he had performed
invaluable service for the Empire in Africa. "Somehow or other, I feel that
General Smuts might decline to come, as he usually begs off about visiting
London because he states he cannot spare the time." The President them
remarked that of course he would not invite Gemeral Smuts and Prime Minister
Curtin to the United States without first getting the reaction of Prime
Minister Churchill to the proposition.

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remarked that the Japanese
mmﬁuhﬂ-tth-ﬂurﬂqumnlhumdmwmtuput1tinnperu‘t-1m.
Elfnrthlrr—rhdthntinfm-tim'unthndtﬂtbulffmtmtupﬁurd
uudnnbhtrmh.i.nglnldt-u&msnluth-hpcnnururmld,ﬂthwhtehth
latter hoped to purchase war materials.

The President "wondered” as to food conditions in Siberia. The Chinese
Foreign Minister (Mr. Soong) remarked that there was no food shortage in
Siberia, in fact that there was "a great plenty of it." The New Zealand
Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that New Zealsnd experisuced its greatest compe-
tition from Siberia with reference to dairy products - "And good dairy products
mm;mmmm.mmwmwmﬂ
technicians to show them the art of dairy memufacture.”

The President remarked that he had recently been informed that there
was a shortage of scrap irom in Japan, remarking that he didn't believe such
to be the case. He stated further that he was of a mind that there was a

iy SECRET




great deal of scrap in the Orient which would now fall into the hands of
the Japanese, and that they, with their well known efficiency, would proceed
to make use of it.

At this point the President read a memorandum, attached hereto
marked (A). The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) stated that all quoted
in the memorandum was correct, but that the point that he was trying to
maks was that the Radio Corporation of America was unable to get for its
station in New Zealand a ten kilowatt set which would permit trans-Pacific
telephone eonversation. The President directed that Captain McCrea communi-
cate with the proper people in regard thereto and see what information about
the matter could be obtained.

The President read a memorandum attached hereto marked (B). It was
remarked by the Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Louden) that too much comfort ecould
not be had from the Russian shipping situation, despite the fact that Lease-
Lend material is being transported in these ships. Hs stated that he had been
reliably informed that the Japanese were permitting the Russians to import
only what they, the Japanese, sanctioned, and that he thought it altogether
possible that the Russians wers selling some of the material that they wera
importing, to the Japanese.

The President remarked that a few days 8go, a rather despondent despateh
bad been received by Mr. Lauchlin Currie from Madame Chang Kai-Shek. The
President stated that he had to make a quick decision in the matter, so
directed that the Tenth Air Force, now in India, be placed under General
Stilwell's command, to be operated as Gemeral Stilwell saw fit, in either
China, Burma or India. At this point Captain McCrea obtained from the

W _ SECRET
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White House Map Room a composition of the Tenth Alr Force, which was
read by the President to the counecil.

The President then referred to a London newspaper story of recent
date that stated that since the beginning of the war the Japanese had
lost in the neighborhood of 5400 planes, and that they had on hand at the
outset of hostilities something in the meighborhood of 15,000 planes.
Purther, that replacements were coming along at the rate of about 700 a
month., Oeneral discussion about this newspaper item ensued, 1t being the
consensus of opinion that the figures stated in the newspaper article were
too high. The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) offered to have his govern-
ment check this story and make a report at the council's next meeting. The
Eritish Ambassador (Lord Halifax) further stated that if he were not mistaken,
the British Air Intelligence was of the opinion that the Japanesa raplacements
could not be made in excess of 400 planes of all types m month. The President
remarked that with reference to the gemeral subject, information was being
received from our fliers that the quality of the Japanese fliers now being
met in combat was steadily detericrating.

The President remarked that the State Department is in receipt of
many despatches from the neutral capitals of Burope telling of the steadily
deteriorating position of the Axis. Discussion on this statement m,
the President finally remarking that, while the indications were hopsful,
nevertheless "We can't, as Mr. Churchill has remarked, win this war by
hoping that Germany will lose it."

The President remarked that the Martinique situation was well in hand
and that our information tended to show that Hitler was very much annoyed with

i SENe




Mr. Laval for not immediately breaking relations with the United States.

Mr. mm.tm point (12:30) and took his seat with
the council.

At this peint the President read a memorandum, attached hereto
marked (C).

The President queried Mr. Hopkins as to Lease-Lend material now
being carried in the Russian ships leaving our west coast ports. MNr.
Hopkins stated that he had "a suspicion" that the Russian ships are sailing
largely by permission of the Japanaesze.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) stated that the New Zealand
troops were now going to remain in Fiji, and that while the defenses of
New Zealand were desperately weak, nevertheless his government felt it
better that they go alomg with the recommendation of Admiral Ghormley
in this regard.

The President remarked that the patrol torpedc boats had evidently
proven themselves in the Philippines and that consideration was belng given
to largely increasing our program in this respect, with the idea of uaing
them in the Southwest Pacific and in the N. E. I. when the offense starts.

The next mesting of the Pacific War Council is schedulad for 11:30

a.m., Wednesday, June 3rd.
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I repdy redar no Initials
wnd Ma,

0p-20-T/gk

Navy DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON

CONFIDENTIAL e s

£ R T DIRECTOR:

=

[b' 1. In the event of interruption of cable fuell-
- ities to the New Zealand area, the following radio eircuits
X are in operation as of today:

(a) Navy circuilt Honolulu-Canberra-Wellington

= : (b) Mackay Radio and Telegraph Company circuits
San Francisco to Wellington, San Franclisco to Sydney,

= Australia.

=

{e) RCA ecircults San Francisco to Melbourne,
3 San Franciseo to Vellington, San Francisco to 3ydney,
= and San Francisco toc Noumea.
g
L

2 The above are the principal commercial circuits
et present in operation from the continental United States
to Esst Australia area. There is alsoc a British nawval
circuit between Colombe, Port Darwin and Canberra.

«  Jemes M. Fernald

Op=-20-T



May 25, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR NEXT MEETING OF PACIFIC WAR COUNCIL, MAY 27, 1942:

The Maritime Commission advises that the following
number of sailings of Russian skips from West Coast ports, with
Lease-Lend material, have either besen completed or set up for the
futura:

6
10
1

9

FE8 L

(thus far) 4

Ships cleared for the following named ports:
Petropavlosk
Okhotak

|

Vladivostok

Generally, vessels stop first at Petropavlosk and discharge
the greater part of their cargoes, and then make additional calls at
one or more of the other three ports.

(B)
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

May 26, 1942.

SHCRET

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN JOHN L. McCREA,
NAVAL AIDE TC THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: BSurvey of South Pacific Ferry
Route via West Comst of Bouth
America and Islands in the
South FPacifie.

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Plans, Headquarters
Army Alr PForces, reports that two routes were under con-
alderatlion:

1. Fanama, Galapagos Islands, Easter
Island, Soclety Islands, Tonga Islands.

2. From the West Coast of South
Amerlca to San Fellx Islands on Juan Fernandesz,
Easter Island, thence as indlicated above.

The key to the whole route rested with Easter
Island. Information at hand indiecated that landing fecili-
ties could be constructed on Easter lsland but after going
inte the matter the Alr Force Ferry Command considered the
navigational hazards, even with radlic alds, were too great
and that the alircralft losses would be far beyond the number
we could afford. The Commanding General of the Ferry Com-
mand recommended against the establishment of elither route
at this time, and in vlew of the vast amount of experlence
which the Ferry Command has acquired in the movement of
aircraft over great distances at sea, the Army Air Forces
Headquarters approved the Ferry Command recommendation.
Admiral R. E, Byrd has been requested to make a further
inveatigation of these i1slands for alr route purposes with
the ldea of finding an alternate site to Easter Island.
Pending recelpt of his report, ne further action is con-
templated.
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From a construction viewpoint only, no
exceptional difficulty would be encountered in preparing
an airfield on Easter Island or on other lslands to the
west thereof. There 1s a high disease rate among the
natives on Easter Island which would present somethlng
of & problem in connection with any installation there.
The possibllity of en alternate field on the Sala-y-Gomez
Islands to the east of Easter Island was consldered but
it was found that landing fleld constructlion there was

absolutely impossible.

W. B. BMITH,
Brigedier General, U, S. A.,
Secretary.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SEC R ET Mey 23, 1942,

MZMORANDUM

The eighth meeting of the Pacifie War Counecil took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingten, T. Cas
at 11:80 a.m., Wednesday, May 20, 1942,

PRESENT

The Preasident

The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifex)

The Chinsse Minister for Foreign Affairs (¥r. T. V. Soong)

The Canadian Minister (Won, Leighton MoCarthy).

The New Zesland Minister (Fon. Walter Nesh).

Raron W. van Hoetzelaer, Minister Plenipotentiary, Counselor
of Embassy (Reprssenting The Netherlands in the absence
of Ambassador Loudon).

wr. A. V. Smith (In the sbsence of the Austrelisn Minister).

The President opened the meeting by amncuneing that he had just
had & conference with Mr, Willimm Green, President of the American Federa-
tien of labor. Mr. Oresn informed the President that Sir Welter W, Citrine

was in this country to mest the representetives of American lsbor, Mr.

Green, Mr, Murray and Sir Walter Citrine wished to have the President's

approval on the propesition of sondine & delerpation of working mem all

ovar the werld with the idea of (1) learning to know each other, (2)
observing labor conditions in foreipgn countries with the idea of increasing
and improvine wer production methods and morale, ete,, and (%) gaining
backrround for post-wer relations with labor throughout the world, The
President informed Mr. Green that he had no objection to such e propesitioenm,
provided thet the committee confined iteelf to studies end made no

recommendations at this time, The President continued that it was well




known thet Russia and the United Btates are very similar in that they
are nearly "self-contained sconomically," The reverse is true of China
and Britein, sinece China raises her food but has no manufactures, and
Britaln has many manufaotures but a very limited amount of food. The
President remarked that, for the time being, he would propose that only
Fussia, China, the Tnited States and Grest Britain collaborate with this
committee. The President made it clear that the committes ;auld not be
an official body but merely have official sanctiom,

The President remarked thet thers was nothing new in the Hartinique
situation, nor in the Soutlwest Pacifie., He disclosed that there was a
considerable concentration of ships in the waters of the Japaness homeland
and that while the locale of future cperations was at this time not avident,
nevertheless Japan could move decisively in one of many directionse, 1.s,,
tha Aleutianas, the Hawalian Islands, the Southwest Pacifie, or the Indian
Ocean, The President, in response to a question by the Eritish Ambassador
(Lord Helifax) as to when the naval situation might be expected to olear,
remarked, "Oh, I suppose anytime after the first of June,"

The Canadien Minister (Mr. MoCarthy) inquired es to whether or
not there was any change in the Russian situation, The President remarked
that Russie did not wish us 4o deliver planes to her via Neme, but suzrested
that she send her own pilots to Nome to pick up the sircraft., The disoussions
in regard to this proposal ars gtill in the preliminary phase. The Fresident
further remarked that the difficulties of getting convoys through to northern
Russis had been thoroughly explained to Mr. Stalin, who in turn complained

vigorously to Mr, Churchill,
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The Chinese Foreipn Minister (Mr, Soong) anmncunced that his
country was anxiously explering a new route to China, via Persia,
Turkestan, Russia, etc., and to this the President remerked that while
he was heartily in fever of the exploration of a new route, we would
continue to furnish aid to Chins via Sadiya as long as possible,

The President mentioned that he wented instruotions issued to
Admiral Btendley %o get all the information he could on the route to
China via Persia, Turkeatan, etc,

The President remerked that this govermment had recently hbeen informed
that thers were 104 sirports in French West Africa, the great majority of
which are of recent construction, such construction having been supervised

by German engineers, and that obviously the pressnce of thess airports

presants a potential threat to our plane ferry route to the Par East,

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) stated that should anything
happen to the cable at Panning Island, communications to the southwest
Pacifie would be in & bad way, It was sugrested that steps be taken to
see that the cable was paralleled with radio.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Wash) then inquired ms to whether or
not the cecupation of Wallis Island had been accomplished. In answer to
this question the President stated that while the odcupation had not yet
becn accomplished, it no doubt would be secomplished about 28-29 May.

The President then remarked thet he was not sure that we should ge as far
in the case of Wallis Island as had been done in the case of Madazascar
and Martinique, i.e., in puaranteeins to return to the French their terri-

tory upon the comolusion of the war. The President remarked that he felt
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that the Tnited States should make wery certein et the end of this war that
the islands of the Pmeific would not in the years to come be used against us.
It was remarked, and generally agreed to, that the French did not seem to be
very good c¢olonizers. Indo-Chine was specifically cited in this regard. The
Chinese Foreign Minister (Mr. Soong) remarked that the Prench had exploited
Indo-Chine to the limit, but had never done anything about esducating the
natives or encouraging them to aspire to self-govermment. In this respect
it was lt.atnd that the French conduct with reference to their colonies was at
considerable veriance with the general prectice of Great Britain end the
Tnited States to encourage natives to participate in self-government to the
limit of thair capabilities.

The Chinese Foreign Minister (Mr. Scong) stated that the Japanese
force attacking Chunpgling via Indo-China was more likely to succeed than
was the attack via Burma. The Japanese seem very anxious to break up all
air routes.

The President remarked that any small island in the Pacific was
completely vulnerable to an attack in fores,

The I;rn:i dent announced that Admiral Ghormley hed errived in Auckland,

The President further stated that it would be a great help if thers
were an effective cemsorship from South Americe to Germany and Japan, It was
also remarked that it might generally be expected that there would he a
elowing down of air mail across the Atlantic, A survey of the mail situation
shows that & great deal of this mail can be put in the "ohit=chat" class.
Mail has always been given priority over passenpers, Durine the amargzancy,
the reverse of this will preveil,

The New Zealand Winister (Mr., Nash) stated that articles from




TIME and NEWSWEEK were appearing in the German brosdoasts as propaganda
apainst the Tmited States, end queried as to how this could happen, He was
informed that TIME publishes a special sir mail edition for South American
subseribers and that no doubt this was the cutlst by which the articles were
obtained in Germany. The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) them recounted to
the Couneil listening to station D-E-B-U-N-K, obviously e German propaganda
station which is broadcasting destructive propagands against the Tnited States,
The President told the couneil of his conversation with Bripadier
General Doolittle with reference to the air raid on Jepan, Genaral Doolittle
stated that he gpecifically instructed that the Imperial palmce in Tekis
not be bembed. To this the Chinese Foreign Minister (Mr. Scong) remarked
that it should have been bombed, as "the madder we zet them (the Japanese)
the less they will think, I think it's about time to remove the sscred hele
with which the Japanese have almost surrounded their emperor; in other words,
blow up Weavenl In my judgment the Japanese are now at ths maximum of their
output, and anything we do to them couldn't spur them to grester effort."
The President directed Captein MeCrea to find out if any Russian
ships hed recently called at any British Columbie or northwest U. 3, ports.
The Fresident directed that inquiry be made ms to what progress was
being made in connection with the survey of a south Pacific ferry route, via
the west coast of South Ameriea and the islands in the south Paeifie,
The President then remarked that he thought the council could very
well at this time, without getting into post-war problems, adopt the slopan
of "Japan for the Japanese,"

The next meeting of the Pacifiec War Council is schedulad for Wednesday,

¥ay 27th, 1942, e R I AL 8
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

May 16, 1942.
SECRET
MEMNORANDUN

The seventh meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
et 11130 a. m., Wednesdsy, May 13, 1942.

ERESENT

-
- 4

President
tish Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
therlands Ambassador {Dr. A. Loudon)
se Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton )
The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
Mr. A. V. Smith (In the absence of the Australian Minister)
The President opened the meeting by giving the Council a brief
sumsary of the trouble in New Caledonia. It appears that the Free French
High Commissioner, shortly after his arrival in New Caledonia, arrested
&wwmrhMﬂtdfhrnmulﬁhunhﬂ,mdkwﬂﬂth-hlﬂmh
Island. hh'ulnnmdhﬂthmhrmﬂ.mdﬂiwphurﬂwﬂm
by declaring a genersl strike and the militia making High Commissioner
D'irgenlieu a virtual prisoner. The High Commiesioner demanded of General
hﬂhﬁnh-nnﬁmﬂunhwwtunnnutﬂanhﬂhnqﬂmt
umﬂﬂﬂd:ﬂhﬂv.ﬁuﬂlhhhb@hﬂkdﬂﬁhuﬂhﬂnhﬂ
from the entire proceedings. In due time a despatch was sent to Gemeral
h&mhlf&unlhhhuﬂhxhﬁhﬁuﬂhﬂ&nuﬂmﬂdﬂut&
statement that unless the situation clarifisd, he, General Patch, would
hdu--ﬂhlhnruwwuhwnu,hnuunun,ﬁlﬂnth
M-mhﬂtﬂﬂﬂuuﬂnﬂmunﬁ;dﬂu.Ithwﬂ;hﬂdnﬂ,
im.thtivwf-hm!hfm-rﬂ-lh-mduhhduhrﬂl,
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D'Argenlieu capitulated to the extent that he ordsred the return of the four
members of Governor Ssutot's staff to New Caledonia. This action appeased the
populace and order was qulckly restored. D'Argenlieu himself stated that he
would shortly leave New Caledonia. Governmor Sautot has been ordered by
General Delaulle to report to him in person in London, with a vlew to his
asgigmment to duty elsewhere.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) remarked that he felt it
would be a wise move for the Free French Committee in London to amnounce to
the world that Gemeral DeGaulle is only the military member of the Committee.
The President remarked that the statement from General Delaulle, at the same
time, that he had no desire for power and that he believed im a democratic
form of government, would have a wholesome effect on the relationa of the
Free French peopls everywherse.

The British Ambassador (Lord Halifax) remarked that 1t would no doubt
interest the Council to kmow that the bombers which have bsen used against
Britain in the recent bombings by the Germans have without exception come from
training units. Lord Halifax remarked that this was indicative of ome of two
things - sither the Germane are getting short on bombers or they were conserv-
ing their supply of first line bombers for duty elsewhers. In any event,
the employment of this type is indicative of the fact that they did not have
sufficient modern bombers to employ them everywhare.

The Canadian Minister (Mr. McCartly) announced that the Ottawa conference
was to start on 18 May.

In response to an inguiry by the President as to whether or not
aviation training operations were going on in Australia, Mr. Smith stated
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that the Australian airmen are being trained in this country and Canada for
the reason that all Australian training centers have now become operational
centers.

In response to a question by the President as to whether or not
Commandos are being trained in Australia and New Zealand, Messra. Nash
and Smith replied in the negative.

The President remarked that a despatch had recently been received
from General MacArtilur in which it was stated that in the Genmeral's opiniom
"the beet way to halp Russia is to start an offensive against the NEI."
"Thias, said the President, "is in my judgment circultous thinking. I am
of the opinion that the Japanese are as anxlous to avold war with Russia
as possible, and that the Russians are equally anxlious to aveld war with the
Japanese.” To this observation there was general agreement.

The Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) then read to the Council a
despateh from his home government in exlle in which it was remarked that
during the recent conversations at Salsburg between Hitlar and Mussolini,
consideration had been given to the propositiom of Germany starting a peace
offensive against Russia. The quid pro quo would be that (1) Germany would
agree to take all agricultural export production from Russia for the next
25 years, and (2), the Russian boundaries would be restored as of June, 1941.
It was further stated in the despatch that if Russia did not accept this
offer of the Germans, Japan would attack Russia in the Far East. The
Netherlands Ambassador (Dr. Loudon) remarked that thie seemed at first blush
to be a fantastic proposal, "but on the other hand,” he remarked, "this
information has been received from a Cerman anti-Hitler source that in the
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past has always served us well.®

The Presilent stated that he had been informed that Mussolini had
demanded of Hitler something substantial which he could show to his people.
Mussolini demanded a free hand in dealing with the French, and again renewed
his demands for Tunisia and Corsica. Hitler's reaction to Mussolini's demands
is not kmown.

The President stated that he had recently received information from at
least two sources that the Russian Ambassador (M. Litvinov) was in a gloomy
frame of mind about Russia's prospects. The British Ambassador {Lord Halifax)
remarked that it is altogether possible that the Russian Ambassador had taken
this stand in order to hasten the opening of a second front. At this point
the President read two memoranda, attached hereto marked (A) and (B).

The President further discussed April production figures as furnished
by the Chief, Statistical Analyeis Branch.

At this polnt the President inguired as to the food situation in
New Zealand and Australia, and both the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash)
and Mr. Smith stated that there was no shortage of food in either Dominion.
The NHew Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) remarked that in his Jjudgment, much
shipping could be saved by buying locally much of the food necessary for our
armed forces in Australis and New Zealand. The New Zealand Minister (Mr.
Nash) remarked that over and above current requirements, New Zesland has
in storage as a reserve, in excess of 100,000 tons of beef, 38,000 tons of
cheese, and 40,000 tons of butter. He did admit, however, to not as wide a
varlety of fresh vegetables as are found in the United States.
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) remarked that
the Japanese had extended themselves somewhat in Burma and that the Chinese
troops were "annoying" the Japanese very much. "We are more confident of
holding the threat from Indo-China than we are from Burma. Even so, the
Japanese have a long ways to go before they can enter China proper.” The
Chinese Minister for Forelgn Affairs (Mr. Soong) further remarked that the
air transport scheme is, in the opinion of his government, most important,
in that it should be put into operatiom at omce.

It was decided that the next two meetings of the Pacific War Council
Iﬂdhhphﬂmﬂ]lﬂﬂlq,lm,mptctinl:,ututmn.l..inth
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices.
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May 12, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier Generul W. B. Smith

In addition to the materiuls ineluded in the attached binder
on allocatlons and assigaments, the following data which show actual
exports of munitions of war from April 1 through May 2, inclusive,
may be of interest to you.

Bumber of Units




BRIGADIER GENERAL SMITH

REVOLVERS AND PISTOLS
t'nl i.ﬂ ﬂd 4‘5 “1.]

New Zealand
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RIFLES (.22, 30Ml, and 30M1903)
India

New Zealand

MACHINE GUNS
China
Australia
Hew Zealand

Egypt
FIELD ARTILLERY (Unspeeified)
Australia

Australia
SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION (Rounds)

Isador

Chiaf
Statistiesl Analysis Branch
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

May 8, 1942.

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

The following 1s the information which the President

dealred after the last meeting of the Pacific War Councill:

l. JUnited Nations submarine activity In the
Bay of Bengal:

The present arrangement i1s toc have Brltish
and Dutch submarines guard the northwest exit of the
Malacca Stralt and operate offenalvely agalnst enemy
ships 1n the Bay of Bengel as the occaslon warrants.
U. 8. submarines will guard Sunda Strait for the
First Mission (Malacca Strait). There are at present
6 Duteh and 2 British submarines and, in addition, a
Eritish submarine flotilla in the Mediterransan, now
under orders to Ceylon. When these arrive the normal
dispoaition will be to have 6 conatantly on patrol
with 6 on passage to and from atation, and the
remaining 8 in verious steges of overhaul at Ceylon.

With respect to the Second Misslon, in
addition to guarding Sunda 3trait, the attention of
General MacArthur haes been invited to the possibllity
of the profitable use of U. S. submarines at the
eastern entrance of lalacca Stralt from the China Sea.

2. Fighter Ferry Houte from the Marquessz to
Australia:

General Arnold discussed this with the
Preslident subsequent to your memorandum of May &th.
He told the President the matter waes being worked
out and he would submit a detslled report as soon

as poasible. %
AL

W. B. SMITH,
Brigadier General, U.S5.A.,
Secretary.
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For your personal information I have ascertalned
the following: e ——

The proposed route will be:- Christmas-
Tongareva-Atiuteki-Tongatabu-Norfolk. The Marguesas
are being irvestigated as an assembly site in
accordance with the President's suggestion. Three
million dollars have been allotted to the Commanding

General, Hawaii, and he estimates that construction f;p‘
can be completed within 2 months after equipment is gk -
placed. This is rather indefinite but much of the e

equipment 1s already in Hawali, Tongatabu is being
worked on now, end 1f Emmons proceeds as rapidly as
Short did for the bomber route, the fighter ferry

route ouzht to be in operation in & meximum of from

& to 4 months. This is my personal estimate and is
not offieial. b TETL .

W. B. SMITH,
Erigadier General, U.S8.A.,
Secretary.

SECRET
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

SRCREL

May 1, 1942

Memorandum for Captain J, L. MeCrea

Pursuant to your telephone call this morning I
em sending you herewlth coples of some of the exchanges
of messages between the War Department and General g
MacArthur, They are: '

1) General MacArthur's No. AG 286 of April 16 regarding
sipgnal equipment.

2) General Marshall's reply Neo., 1410 of April 20.

3) General MacArthur's No, AG 453 of Aprll 24 and
Ho. AG 470 of April 25 with regard to an alreraft carrler.

4) (General Karshall's reply No. 1499 of April 26.

5) General MacArthur's lNo., AG 490 of April 27 with
regard to additional military police unlts.

6) General lMarshall's reply No. 1543 of April 28.

7) General lMarshall's No. 1282 of Aprll 14 requesting
an estimate of minimm forces reguired for whiech
mmnitions must be allocated.

8) General MacArthur'a reply No. AG 441 of April 24,

9) General lMarshall's lo. WD 8 of April 30 stating
that General MacArthur's estimates are under thorough study.

« B, SMITH
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CONFIDENTIAL

INCOMING MESSACE

35 wWIJ CSWD

FILED 0630 GMT/16 April 16, 1942

EVC 3:30 P. M.

From: HQ USAFFE

To: AGWAR

No. AG 286, April 16, 1942
J -
i Since my arrival in Australia I have instituted studies 5
. which are still under way to determine minimum augmentation o}

reguired to complete a balanced force for southwest Pacific

area in order to perform mission deseribed 1n your radio 1065 :
Aprll 3rd. Irrespective of final allocatlion of troops to £ F;
this area, paucity of signal communicatlions and aircraft 5
warning systems require Immediate sugmentation of signal
personnel and means. ©Several organizations llsted hereln as
urgently needed have previously been requested by the CT USAFIA
in his ‘radio nr 143. In order to meet these urgent needs
regquest lmmediate approval of additlion of followlng slignal units
in followlng order of priority and despatch of same at the flrst
available transportation, Two AWS repeat AWS signal reporting
companies-4 were requested our radio 143 items 111, only 2
arrived: 2 AWS repeat AWS signal battallons: 2 alir depot signal
sections=1 previously requested our radio 143 Items 127 but not :
received: 2 alr wing algnal companlies-2 previously requested our

radlo 143 item S 116 but none recelved: 1 signal conatruction

battalion: 2 alr wing slgnal companles previously requested for

alr force our radie 143 item S 114 but none received: 1 =2ignal

construction battelion: 2 signal battalions: 1 avlation slgnal

company: 1 aviations signal meintenance company previously

requested our radio 143 item S 115 but not recelved: 1 signal

battelion: 1 signal cperations company: 1 aviation signal ' i
malntenance company: 2 alr depot slgnal sections.

Macarthur }
ACTION: OPD |
INFO COPIES: AG l
FILE

e \

S0S CUNHDFWTF;‘HL =

CM-IN-4318 (L4/16/42) PM 8:55 3
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OUTGOING MESSAGE

April 20, 1942

TO: USAFIA,
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA WDWPD

War Dept No 1410

The following general information is furnished
reference your Ag 286: Alr Depot Signal Sectlons
have been replaced by Signal Companies Depot Aviation,
gomposed of a Depot Headquarters, Company Headquarters,
Communication Plntoon, Repair Platoon (Fixed), Repalr
Platoon (Mobile), and a storage and Issue platoon,
totalling 6 officers and 199 men (Speclal T/D); Alr
Wing Signal Companies have been replaced by Signal
Companies Aviation (T/0 11-217) composed of headguarters
platoon, Message Center Sectlon, Radlo Section and
Telephone and Teletype Sectlon, totalling 6 officers
and 136 men; Avlation Signal maintenance companies have
been replaced by Signal Construction Battalions (Aviation)
composed of a Headquarters Company and 2 Construction
Companies (Heevy), totalling 20 officers and 5L men
(Including attached Medical).

For WMacArthur. Based oh the above organization,
orders heve been issued to furnish you additional
Signal Units as follows: Ll5th Signal Company Aviation
and L36th Signal Construction Battallon (Aviation) to
sail asbout May 20; LOLth, LO5th and L19th Signal Compenles
Aviation and L4Oth Signel Construction Battallon {Aviation)
to prepare for movement to you without delay; 2 Signal
Companies, Depot, Aviation to be activated and prepared
for duty in Australia without delay; 255th and 256th
Signal Construction Companies to sall about May 20.
Remalnder of Signal Units requested will be furnished
you at such time as they become avallable.

MARSHALL
ORIG: OFD
INFO COPIES: TAG
FILE
cso
s08 (MC)

CM-0UT-4129 (4/21/42)
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INCOMING MESSAGE

PL WVY cswWD
24/0910 April 24, 1942
aj : 10114

From: HQ SWPA
To: Gen George C Marshall

No. AG 453 April 24, 1942

The surface element of the naval force of this ares
1s unbalanced because of the lack of Integral alr force
and In conseguence 1lts value as a striking unit is pract-
ically nullified reducing it te the execution of subsidiary
ardminor missiona. There are present all of the units
required to protect the alr carrier which would transform
tha force Trom a weak Ineffective element Into a powerful
effensive weapon., There are important targets constantly
within striking distance of such a force cperating in this
area for the enemys lines are partislly uncovered and
carelessly defended as & result of the fact that he has been
practically unchallenged. This condition will not repeat
not last indefinitely. When the hostile position has been
consolidated the situstlion wlll be rendered immeasurably
more difficult., It 1s a waste of our potentiamllities to
operate such an unbalanced force at the point of immediate
contact. I therefore urge that every effort be made to
provide an alr carrier even of the smallest type in order
to make possible & more offensive attitude in the South West
Paclfic ares.

MecArthur

Action Copy: oPD

Info, Coples: TAG
File
8GS8
CGAAF
G-2
A-2

CM-IN-8430 (4-24-42) PM 1:25
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186 WTJ CSWD
filed 0905/26 April 25, 1942
md 7127 A. M.

PRIORITY

From: GHQ SWPA
To: General George C. Marshall

No. AG 470, April 25th, 1942

I have Just learned that the subject matter of
my 45% wes previously discussed by Admiral Leary with
Admirsl King. I understend that Admirel Leary fecls
that there should be 2 carriers so that 1 attacking
enjoys protection of the other, In this connection
I may add that the Austrellan Government in endeavour-
ing to obtain a British carrier in addition so that
there might be 2 available here.

¥acArthur

# Ceme (four five thrje)
Service will be made on request

Note: No. 453 was CM-IN-6430 (OPD)

Action Copy: OFD

Info. Copies: TAG
File
268
CG AAF
G-2

CM-IN-6643 (4/25/42) AM 8:22
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SECRET

OUTGOING MESSACE

April 26, 1942
To: USAFIA
Melbourne Australis WDWED

War Dept. No. 1499

Navy Department states that all available
carriers are now being employed on indispensable
tasks. For MacArthur refer your AGL53 and AGLT7O0.
Your request cannot be granted at this time.

MARSHALL
ORIG: OPD
INFO. COFY: TLAG FILE CG AAT

CM-0UT=5249 (4/27/42)
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SECRET

Prom: GHQ SWPA
To: AGO

No AG 490 April 27, 1942

Additionel militery police unlts urgently required for
guard duties at Base Ports, on lines of communicatlon and at
advance Depots and to preserve order in nearby large citlies.

Now necessary to use personnel from service units needed for
normal duties. Reguest & military police Battallions organized
as per T stroke 07-235 s with the followlng modifications fer
each: Inerease attached medical by 1 lieutenant medical, 1
Sergeant medical, 1 Corporal medical, 4 Privates baslc; lncrease
motor transportation by 40 trucks guarter ton reconnaissance

4 by 4: officera and enllisted men armed with pistol to be issued
carbine in addition to plstel, MNodifications necessary to
permit wide separation of elements, to provide for needed motor
patrols, and to increase emergency combat vslue of units. Re-
quest radlo advice of War Department code shipment number as-
signed for directed troop movements these units.

MacArthur

Action Copy: OFD

Info. Coples: TAG
Flle
808 EParuunnal}
S08 (PMG)

CM-IN-7300 (4/27/42) PM 9:36
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USAPIA
Malbourne Australias

War Dept. llo. 1543

5 militery police battalions (L of C) have been
ordered constituted and activated for Australia RE
your AG 490 April 27th, For MscArthur, Due tc shipping
conditions and the fact that those units have to be
activated snd trained the date of departure cannot be
determined at this time, However, salling date will
not be prior to October.

Marshall

Originator: OFD

Info. Coples: TAG
File

CcM-0UT-5809 (4/208/42)
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SECRET ¢

OUTGOING MESSAGE

April 14, 1942

Commanding General
United States Army Forces in Australia WDWPD

War Dept. No., 1282

For purposes of formulating munitions allocation
programs it is necessary that we promptly receive
definite information as to the planned combat stremth
of Australian and Dutch forces in the southwest Pacific
area. For MacArthur, The Australiasn Chiefs.of Staff
Torwarded by telegram 1l4th March an appreciation of
defense of Australia and, by telegrams of 26th March,
statement of Austrelian land and air forces and equip-
ment avallable and proposed. The munitions required
for the forces contemplated in those reports are far
in excess of what can be allocated. Request you re-
view those reports and submit at early date your
considered estimate of minimum forces required for
which munitions must be allocated. TYour report should
show major units of Australian and Dutch ground and
air forces to be in active service on June 30th 42,
December 32lst 42 and June 13th L3, and the major units
in training as of those dates. In listing latter
indicate contemplated date on which each will be
sufficiently trained for combat service. Your report
should show the number of cperating aircraft required
for the air units recommended,

Marshell

Originator: OFD

Info. Coples: AG
FILE
508
CGAAF

CM=-OUT=-2601 (4/15/42)

SECRET




® SECRET

INCOMING MESSAGE

15 WTJ CSWD
filed 1600gmt/24 Aprll 25, 1942
nd 6:38 A, M,

PRIORITY

Prom: GHGQ SWPA
To: AGWAR

No. AG 441, April 24th, 1942

For Marshall. Radiograms indicated your 1282
have been reviewed and further conferences have been
held, The following represents my views as to the
minimum Australian and Duteh Forces required for
which munitions must be allocated. I am assured that
man power 1s available to meet this program. The army
expansion 1s moderate and embraces necessary organie
units to i1l out existing framework. The air force
expansion l1s not exception based on the great extent
of land area and coast line. Dates troops will be
sufficiently tralned for combat service are difficult
of determination because of inabillty to predict
avallabllity of equipment. Basic sssumptlon must be
made that equipment will be available when troops
are trained. Eguipment and aircraft required is ex-
clusive of that now available, enroute, or which can
be procured locally. HMajor unlts of Australian army
in ssrvice and training below. Notes refer as follows.
(A) readiness depends on supplying deficlenciss by
motor transport (B) readlness depends on supplying
deficiencies in equipment and F T (C) MT, equipment
and heavy mechaniecal engineering egquipment required
(D) MF end signal equipment required. IM service 30th
June 1942, Item (1) 1 division. Item (22) 2 Army HQ
Signal Units. Item (23) 2 Corps Sipnal units., Ttem
(31) Wew Guinea Force. Item (32) 1 Fusileer CC NEI
Forces, In training 30th June 1942, Item (2) 5 Div-
isions (A) ready 30th June 1942, Items (3) 2 Divisions
(B) 30th June 1942, Item (4) 1 Armoured Divisions (B)
30th July 1942, Item (5) 1 Armoured Divisions (B) lst
September 1842, Item (6) 1 Army Tank Brigade (B) 1lat
November 1942, Item (7) 1 Armoured Brigade (B) 1lst YNov=
ember 42, Item (B8) 1 Armoured Brigade (B) lst November

SECRET
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Page 2 from GHQ SWPA No. AG 441

42. TItem (11) 5 light AA Regiments with Sig Section and
Regimental workshop (A) 1st September 1942. Item (14) &
Field Artillery Regiments with Signal Section and workshop
(A) 30th October 1942, Item (15) 4 Field Artillery Regi-
ments with Signal Section and Workshop (A) 31st December
1942, Ttem (16) 2 Medium Artillery Regiments (with Signal
Section and Workshop) (B) 30th October 4L2. Item (17) 2
Medium Artillery Regiments (with Signal Section and Work-
shop) (B) 30th October 1942. Item (18) 3 Army Fleld Co
(Engineer) (C) 30th October 1942. Item (19) 2 Army Field
Park Co (Engineers) (C) 30th October 1942. Item (20) 3
Army Field Co (C) 3lst December 1942. Item (21) 2 Army
Fleld Park Co (C) 31st December 1942. Item (26) 2 Army
Air Support Control Signel units (D) 30th August 1942.
Major Units in service 31st December 1942. Items 1 2 3 4
2 7 811 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 26 31 and 32.
Major units in training 3lst December 1942. Item (9) 32
mobile Heavy AA Regiments (with Signal Section and Work-
shop) (B) 30th June 1943. Item (10) 2 Moblle Heavy AA
Regiments (Signal Section and Workshop) (B) 30th June
1943, Item (12) 3 additional Light AA Reglments (with
Signal Section and Workshop) (B) 30th June 1943. TItem
(13) 5 (additional) light AA Regiments with Signal Sec-
tion and Workshop (B) 30th June 1943. Item (24) 1
Armoured Corps Signal unit (D) 30th March 1943. Item f
(25) 4 AA Brigades HQ Signal Sections (D) 30th June 1943. ,
Ttem [2?; 7 infantry Battalions (B) 30th March 1943. -
Item (28) 3 Reconnaissance Battalions (B) 30th June 1943.
Item (29) 1 Armoured Car Regiment (B) 30th Mareh 1943.
Item (30) 1 Armoured Car Regiment (B) 30th March 1943.
Major units in service Jume 30th 1943 all items 1 to 32
inelusive. In training that date NIL. if unable supply
our ship all requirement, recommend following order of
priorities. 1lst priority items 2 3 4 6 7 9 11 12 1k 15

16 18 19 22 23 27. 2nd priority items 5 10 13 17 20 21

26 and 29. 3rd priority items & 24 25 28 end 30. Major
units of Austraelien and Dutch Air Forces. Notes (A)
pumber of Planes required expressed by numerals in paren-
thesis after types of Squadrons. (B) Basls of computative
initial equipment plus 50 per cent. In service 3JO0th June
1942, Item TT & Recco Bomber (9). Item (2) 1 Gemeral
Recco Tomekdo (Nil). Item (3) 2 General Recco Flying boat
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Page 3 from GHQ SWFA No. AG 441

Item (4) 5 dive bomber (99)., Item (5) 3 fighter
interceptor (22). Item (6) 2 arm coopsration (72)
Item (7) 1 fleet cooperation (12). Item (8) 2 trans-
port (land) (10). Item (9) 1 fighter long range (E).
Ttem (33) 1 (Dutch) medium bomber (9). In training
30th June 1942, Item (10) 2 transport (land) 30th
September 1842 (24)., Item (11) 3 Ifighter interceptor
30th September 1942 (108). Item (12) 2 fighter long
range 30th September 1942 (48). In servlice 3lat
December 1942, Items 1 to 12 inclusive and 33 above.
Ttem (13) 1 General Recco Bomber (27). Item (14) 1
General Recco Torpede (Mil). Item (16) flying boat
General Recco (9). Item (18) 2 dive bomber (72).
Ttem (20) 1 fighter interceptor (36). Item (22) 1
fighter interceptor (36). Item (22) 1 fighter long

T (36). Item (24) 1 transport (land) (8). Item
lﬂﬁ; 1 transport flying boat (12). In training 3lst
December 1942, Item (15) 2 General Recco Torpedo
Z0th March 1943 (nil). Item (17) 2 General Recco
flying boat 30th March 1943 (30). TItem (19) 2 dlve
bomber 31lst January 1843 (72). Item (21) 5 fighter
interceptor 30th March 1943 (180). Item (23) 3
fighter long range 30th March 1843 (108). Item (25)
3 transport (land) 30th March 1943 (36). In gervice
Z0th June 1943, Items 1 to 26 inclusive and 335 above,
Item (27) 4 heavy bomber (99). Item(22) 2 a
cooperation (72)., Item (31) 1 transport (land (11).
In training 30th June 1943, Item (28) 4 heavy bomber

20th September 1943 (144). Item (30) 2 army cooperation

Z0th September 1943 (72). Item (32) core transport
(land) 30th September 1943 (12)., Item (34) 6 (Dutch)
medium bomber 30th September 1943. (216). (35) 9
(Dutech fighter interceptor 30th September 1943 (324).
Priority 1 Items 1 2 53 4 5 6 7 8B 9 11 12 and 33.
Priority 2 Items 10 14 16 18 19 20 22 24 26 27 Frio-
rity 3 Items 13 15 21 23 # 28 29 and 31. Prlority

4 Items, 17 30 32 34 and 35, Dutch Air Forces Items
(34) and (35) are planned to be formed from
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pilots being trained in United States. Location
of eventual employment unknown here., There is in-
sufficient personnel locally to form Dutch Ground
Echelons for support of this effort.

MacArthur.

*came (twentyfve) Service will be made on request.

#1282 is CM~-OUT-2601 (OFD)

Action Copy: OFD

Info Coples: TAG
File
CGAAT
508

CM-IN-6810 (4/25/42) PM 10:15
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WAR DEPARTUENT
QUTGOING MESSAGE

April 30, 1942

To: CINC, SWPA
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

W. D. No. &8 WIDWFD

¥ % & % 3

Statement of requirements recently submitted by
you is under thorough study.

MARSHATL

Originator: OFD
Info. Coples: File
TAG

CM=0UT=-603L4 (4/30/42)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET May 6, 1942,

MEMORANDUOM

The sixth meeting of the Pacifie War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 5, 1942,

FPRESENT
The Preslildent
The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)
The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)
The New Zsaland Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
Mr, Harry Hopkins
¥r. A, V. Smith (In the mbsence of the Australian Minister)

The President remarked that "At last the United Nationa are on the
offensive.” This remark was mrde with particular reference to the British

occupation of Madsgascar Islend. Ths President told the Council the

substance of his message to Vichy, the important item being that the
action of the British had the hearty aporoval and support of the United

States Government. The President further told the Council that a Naval
task force had been in mction in the southwest Pacifie, with gratifying
results, but that this information was given to the Council members in
strictest confidence. The point was raised as to the attitude of the
United States Government towards Martinique. The President replied that
he regarded that situation as "an easy one," and that with the pasaing of

time the required action would become apnarent.




The President remarked that a despateh had been sent to CGenaral
MacArthur to obtain the latter's personal views as to the next objective
of the Japanese.

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon) stated that some program
for the arming of Hollanders should be undertaken. He thought the best
idea would be for the British to drop arms and smmmnition from aircraft
flying over Holland. "A great deal of this would no doubt be lost, but
I am convinced that enough arms and ammmition would reach the oroper
paople to make ths project wall worthwhile.® The British Ambassador
(Lord Halifax) stated that General Delaulle wes very willing to have the 3
opposition to Germany centered around an idea rather than himself. The
Prasident remarked that he thought it would be a fine thing to have
relessed in London something along the foregoing line, i.e., that & state-
ment ba issued with the full authority and aporoval of General Delaulle
that the movement he represented be known as the "Liberation™ or "Freas !
French Movement," and not by his (DeGaulle's) name.

The Chineses Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong) made a

il e B = &

statement with reference to the restricted number of air routes now available

to China as the result of the collapse of the defense of Burme. The burden
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of Mr. Soong's remarks wae that a modicum of supplies must be kept moving
to China; that this is necessary in crder to keep the morale of the Chinese
bolstered. He remarked that China would, of course, like to get as many
supplies as possible, but if this was not feasible, sny small trickle would

help. Mr. Soong stated that the Chinese troops could be depended upen to

: SECRET

Unc {




S ——

give a good account of themselves. He stated that he was disturbed to learn
that the Japanese are now attacking China through Indo-China. In connaction
with this subject Mir. Hopkins remarked that consideration was being given

by éha War Department to converting a certain number of 4-engined bombers

to transports. At first blush it would seem that this would not be an
aconomical employment of 4-engined bombers, as that type of plane is not
readily adaptable for use as a freight carrier. Mr. Hopkins stated, howewer,
that tha decision in this matter had not been made, but would be made at an
early date.

At this point the President directed a question to the Chinese
Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) as to whether or not his government
had any idea that Japan would attack Russis this summer, To this, the
Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs replied that he regarded such an action
on the part of Japan as highly improbable unless it was seen that Russia
was in great difficulties on her (Ruszia's) western fromt. The President
then remaried to Mr. Soong that he was at liberty to tell the Gemeralissimo
that we were making every possible effort to assist the Chinese in their
splendid stand against the Japanese, and that the matter of air transport
is receiving serious consideration. At the same time the President remarked
that he would be plsased if Mr. Soong would get the Generalissimo's reaction
to the proposition that coolie trains be established across ths mountains.

AT have a shrewd guess that it would be quite feasible to carry a lot of war
material across the mountains by coolie train. It might not be an economieal
thing to do, but it would unquestionably get gome material through." To this,

Mr. Soong replied that the country which the coolie trains would have to
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traverse is very rough and inhospitable. A good deal of manpower would
have to be expended to carry their rations through this wasteland. "It can
safely be said," remarked Mr. Soong, "that all possible supply routes now
open to us are teeming with difficulties.” At this point the President
directad that Captain McCrea inquire of the Chiefs of Staff if anything

is contemplated in the way of submarine action on the part of the United
Nations in the Bay of Bengal.

The Presidsnt then explained ts5 the Couneil that Great Britain and
the United States have a vast quantity of material which can be supplied
Russia, but that this quantity of material is greatly in excess of the
shipping facilities. The term, "shipping facilities," in this instance,
mst include the conditions under which ships can go to sea. The supply
of material to Russia is no longer a mers convey job, but 1s & naval
operation - this because of the ice and the opposition from Germen air,
surface and subsurface craft. It was remarked that all "heavy and needed
stuff" can be gotten through, and that Mr. Stalin and Mr. Litvinov have
been so advised.

At this point the President directed that Captain MeCrea inquire as
%o (1) the progress being made by the Chiefs of Staff in the study of the
Marquesas to Australia ferry line for pursuit planes, and (2) production
figures of war materials for April. It is desired that these two items
be ready for the next meeting of the Council.

The Council then decided to meet next at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday,

May 13, 1942. :]ri_ f, ) };1 % c::-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ECHET May 1, 1942.

MEMORANDUM

The fifth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the

Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11:4% a.m., Wednesday, April 29, 1942,
FRESENT

The President

The British Ambassedor (Viscount Halifex)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)

The Australian Attorney Gensral and Minister of State for
External Affairs (Hon., H. V. Evatt)

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon, Leighton McCarthy)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Mr. Harry Hopkins (Entered at 12:30) .

The President remarked on a variety of subjects, substantially as

follows:

(a) The French were notified in the President's speech of 28 April 1942,

that the United Nations would prevent, by force if necessary, Germeny's use of

French territory.

{(b) The Free French situstion is ecausing concern to both the President

and the Prime Minister. Briefly, there iz a tendency amongst the Free French -

to divide into two groups, i.s., the DeGaullists and those opposed to DeGaulle,

DeGaulle, himself, seems to be very difficult to handle.

(c) The President has directed the Chiefs of Staff to make a study of

the proposal of flying pursuit planes from the Marquesas to Australia via

the Tuamotu Archipalsgo and other islands to the westward. To this end it

would be necessary to establish an assembly plant in the Marquesas and servieing
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points along the ferry route. If such & plan were possible, it would greatly
relieve the shipping situwation.

(d) The shipping situation, with referemce to Russian convoys, is
disturbing. Ships are banking up in Icaland to such en extent that the
facilities of the ports of that island are no longer able to accommodate
shipping in such quantity. The Admiralty has come to the conclusion that
the movement of a convoy to Murmensk is no longer a mera escort job, but a
naval operation. This situation results from the presence on the Norwegian
coast of the heavy German units and the basing of Germen sub-surface and
aireraft in northern Norway. This situstion will be aggravaled with the
coming of the long daylight hours. TFurther, jce conditions cannot be
regarded as good until about 15 July. The President remarked that in the
early stages of our "Ald to Russie," we wers unable to meet our commitments.
Now, however, we are fully able to meet these commitments and it iz a distinct
disappointment not to be able to keep our promises to tha Russians. Generaliz-
ing, the President remarked that he "gupposed" that the contribtution which had
been mads by this country to Russia in the way of military material was about
five percent of Russia's total equipment. In response to an inquiry from
Lord Halifax as to what Admiral Standley thought of the general situationm,
the Preaident replied that Admiral Standley gquoted Stelin as saying that
"The general situation is a= good as can be expected.”

(e) The situation in Argentina and Chile remains for the most part,
unchanged. Lord Halifax remarked that within the week he had been in touch

with one of the British diplomatic officials who had spent some 20-odd years
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in Argentina, and that that official expressed himself as certain that

Argentina would ultimately get into the war "on the side of the winner."

The Australisn Minister of State for External Affairs (Dr. Bvatt)

asked if there was any news of Japanese intentions with reference to the

.= 1]
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Far Bast. The President remarked that in view of the sizeable concentra-

L 49
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tion of combatant units now underway in the Truk area, that it was quite
possible for the Japanese (1) to strike to the sastward at our lines of i
commnication, or (2) to the southeast on the Samoa-Fiji-New Caledonia
line, or (2) to the southward in the New Britain-New Guinea ares.

The President asked the Australian binister of State for External i '
Affairs (Dr. Evatt) what headway had been made in connection with "censor-
ship at the source,"” so far as his country was concernad. To this Dr. Evatt
raplied that he had forwarded a suggestion to his Prime Minister in regard
thereto, but as yet no reply had been received. The Minister from New
Zealand (Mr. Nash) remarked that all the United States had to do was to name
the censor and his government would see that he was appointed. To this

remark the President stated that the United States Minister to New Zealand

(¥r. Hurley) would be acceptable and directed that Cnptain MecCrea undertake

to see that Mr. Hurley was so appointed. (Notat This matter was referred

to the Secretary to the Joint Chiefs of Staff for accomplishment).

The Netherlsnds Minister (Dr. Loudon) remarked that meny statements
were attributed to Dutch officinls supperting the press items that Ceneral
MacArthur was in doubt am to the precise nature of hie directive. The
Netherlands Minister stated that he had been advised by his gpovernment that
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Do o aaaifod

e

i —



no such remarks were made by any Duteh afficials.

At this point the Burma situation was discussed generally. The
President told the council that Gemeral Stilwell had recently reportsd having
difficulty in getting the Chinese division commanders to carry out his orders.
He further stated that the Generalissimo had sent 4o General Stilwall's supoort
one of his best Chinese generals to act as = Chief of Staff. When queried
by the Fresident as to the meaning of the Burma break-through, the Chinese
Minister for Foreign Affeirs (Mr. Soong) replied that for nearly 5 years the
Japanese had been "breaking through our lines," and that the Chiness ars in no
way discouraged when this happens. "Only when panic occurs, and this has
occurred an exceedingly small number of times, are we at sll fearful of a
Japanese break-through. As a matter of fact, it often works out to our
advantage." Mr. Soong continued that the road building was proceeding very
rapldly and that he was confident that even though Lashio falls, supplies can
be flown into China very efficiently. Mr. Soong suggested that the President
give consideration to utilizing an Alaska-Siberia air route to China. The
President remarked that this had been under consideration for some time Fut
as yet the Russians had done nothing to encourage ths project. Mr. Soong
then invited attention to the fact that when his government firat started
receiving aid from Russia, the Ruseisne would not permit the Chinese flyers
to enter Russian territory. This situation was met by permitting the
Russian flyers to enter Chinese territory at the last Chinese stop. Nr. Soong
suggested that some such arrangement as this might be worked cut. To this

the President stated that he would have no objection.
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The conversation again turned to the discussion of France. The President
remarked that he hoped that diplomatic relations could be maintained with Viehy.
He further stated that he trusted Canada would not close her avemues of informa-
tion to that country. "Laval can't be trusted around the cormer, and while he
insists that he hopes to keep our friendship, no one can be sure that he is not
brewing bad medicine at the same time." The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon)
remarked that Germany forced Viechy to break diplomatic relations with the Neth-
erlands government, ut at the same time would not permit deposed Netherlands
officials to leave the country. Mr. Soong remarked that his country only had
nominal relations with Vichy at the moment, and that it was not expected that
this situation would improve. Lord Halifax expressed himself very positively
that avepues to France should be kept open. At this juncture the President
remarked in confidence to the meeting that M. Herriott was in full accord with
what the United Hations are now doing and can be counted upon to step in should
the moment be propitious, or the Laval government falls. The Australian Minister
of State for External Affairs (Dr. £t} remarked that the situation in
Madagascar and Martinique were of much worry to his government and to him.

The President stated that while the Madagascar situation might be of some
moment, the Martinigue situation was of an entirely different order and one
which would cause us very little trouble. (Note: Mr. Hopkins entersd and
joined the Council).

The President remarked that much progress was being made in this country
in connection with the manufacture of mluminum from ordinary clay. The Tennessee

Valley Authority has been experimenting with this, and while the process is
expensive and is not completely perfect, nevertheleas aluminum has been man-
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ufactured. The Minister from New Zealand (Mr. Nash) asked that the informa-
tion available thus far, in connection with this matter, be made awvallable
to him in view of the fact that the New Zealand government is conducting
experiments with its elays. The President directed Captain MecCrea to contact
Mr. Donald Nelson with the end in view that the report which the President
is expecting from Mr. Nelson on this subject, be expedited, and when it is
received, a copy should be furnished Mr. Hash.

At this point the President read a memorandum from the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Subject: "Air Forces for Australia," marked (A} and attached hereto.
The President directed that Captain MeCrea inform the Joint Chiefs of Staff
that he desired the number of planes allotted by ocur Army forces to Australis
be raised to one thousand, total all types.

The Australian Minister of State for Externel Affairs (Dr. Evatt)
remarked substantially as follows: "I aa in receipt of a number of despatches
from my government in which it is stated that Gensral MacArthur has made
certain recommendations to the War Department and that to thase recommendations
General MacArthur had been unable to get a satisfactory reply." Dr. Bvatt
stated further that he was well aware that the political level could not
properly make the decisions in military matters and that they would heve to
be made by the military level. All that he was concerned about was that "the
decisions be made." The President remarked that ons thins was wvery evident
with reference to the Southwest Pacific - defensive strategy was the order of
the moment and not offensive strategy.




At this point the President reed s memorandum, Subject: "Aliens in
the Army of the United States," marked (B) and attached hereto. It is to be
noted that the laws in question are being changed. The President then asked
whether or not it would be possible to raise a Chinese division in this
country. To this Mr. Scong replied that at thas ocutside there were not over
one hundred thousand Chinese in the United States end accordingly a division
would be out of the guestion.

The Australisn Minister of State for Externsl Affaira (Dr. Evatt)
remarked that the possibillty of a statement to be entitled the "Pacific
Charter,” similar to the one issued last summer under the name of the "Atlantic
Charter,® would be a good idea. Hz stated that he was aware that this had been
proposed at a recent meeting, and that no final action had been taken. He
further stated that the longer he thought about the matter, the mors it appealed
to him. The President remarked that this matter must be approached with
caution. That it appeared to him that the best thing that could ba done at
the moment was to try to impress the overrun countries of what would hanpen
to them under Japanese domination. One of the factors that makes the problam
a difficult one is the inherent differences in the races found in the southeast
Asia, Dutch East Indies, and Philippine areas. The Netherlands Minister
(Dr. Loudon) stated that the text of such a statement might well be, "The
Japanese are not a civilized people.”

It was decided that the next mesting of the Pacific War Council would
be held on Tuesday, May 5, 1942, at 11:30 a.m.
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

April 22, 1942.

SHCRET

MEMORANDUM FOR CAPTAIN McCREA:

Subject: Alr Forces for Australia.

The followlng is the information desired by the

President after yesterday's Paciflic War Council:

General liacArthur received his directive
a3 Commander of the Southwest Facifiec Area on
April 4th. He operated informally under this
directive by agreement with the Australian and
Dutch Governments until the approval of the New
Zealand Government was obtained on April 18th
on which date General MacArthur's directive was
given formal governmental approval. There should
be no question in General lHacArthur's mind as
to the terms and scope of his directive since he
has been In constant communicetion with the War
Department on this subject and has already sub-
mitted a statement of his complete command and
atalf setup.

Attached 1s a copy of a message
regarding U. 5. alrcraft strength allocated to
the Southwest Pacific Ares, which was sent to
General liacApthur on April 9th. The reference
in paragraph 1 of this message to"T/0 Strength"
refera to exlating Tables of Organization and
consequently describes accurately to General
MacArthur the exact U. S. strength in planes
allocated tc his command. This strength
corresponds to the data previously sent you for
the President's information and 1s as followa:

SECRET
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Operating Reserve
Heavy bombers ...... 80 40
Hﬂdim bombers .:sss 159 57
Light bombers ...... 57 30
Pursult .cosicnssanss 520 180
Grand Total

Additional to the sbove, the planned

strength of the R.A.A.F. 1s 401 combat planea of
which 152 are now in Australlia and about 348 have
been allocated by the Munitions Assignments Board
for the perliod ending June 30, 1942, with deliverles

in progreas.

Dr. Evatt has been given all the above

Y Y =

figures in detail.

W. B. SMITH,

Secretary.

Inel.
Copy of W.D.Classifled
Measage No. 1188, 4-9-42.
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Summation of tactical air units authorised for Australia
follows (for Macirthur): Heavy bombardment, 2 groups; medium
bombardment, 2 groups (less 2 squadrons which are earmarked for Fiji and
New Caledonia); light bombardment, 1 group; pursuit, three American
groups and 1 Australian group. Airplanes for these units will be
supplied and maintained on a basis of 100 percemt T/0 stremgth with
units and 50 per cent in reserve. In addition to the above there are a
total of 45 B-25 airplanes allocated to Australia, 18 of which are

|

bombardment squadrons earmarked for subsequent
orders to Fijl and New Caledonia are to be considered as supporting
elements for Australia in case of emergency when so ordered by the War
Department. Allocation of airplanes for these 2 squadrons has been made to
Australia.

!hlthnuunﬁhnrnitMminMﬂJhm
earmarked as follows: 68th Squadron, now under orders to Tongatabu;

21st and 34th Squadrons, tentatively set up for other island bases.
Decision will be made as to whether allocation of airplanes for the

Other commitments of United States airplane production
will not permit any additions to the force authorized herein for

E

The following for your information: The pursuit
now in Fiji is to be augmented by an additional squadron to be
by furnishing airplanes to New Zealand pilots from British allotments;
A Marine Fighter Squadron is under orders to Efate.

MARSHALL
orig: OPD

Info. Coples: AG, File, 5G5S, CGAAF
CM-OUT-1619 (4=9-42) 8:05
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ALIENS IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES

In response to the request of Captain McCrea,
the following information is submitted:

Under existing laws:

8, Aliens may be inducted into the
military service by the Selective Service Systenm,
and if so indueted, they may be paid under the
provisions of current Appropriation Acts.

b. Aliens may be enlisted or commissloned
in the Army of the United States, but may be paid
only when serving outside the continental limits of
the United States. Under existing provisions in
Appropriation Acts this category of personnel,
except for Filipinos, may not be paid if serving
within the continental limits of the United States.

The matter of removing the restrictive language
regarding the payment of aliens in military service is
being considered by the conferees of the Senate and the
House in connection with HR 6868 (6th Supplemental Pay
Act), The War Department has been advised informally
that the conferees have agreed to authorize the payment
of military personnel who are not citizens of the United
States.

Aliens who are now serving in the Army of the
United States are not segregated into units according to
nationality except in the case of one battalion of
Filipinos.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

SECRET Aordl 23, 1942,
MEMORANDUM

The fourth meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washingtom, D. C.,
at 11:55 a. m., Tuesday, April 21, 1942.

PRESENT:

The Prasidant
The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
The Chiness Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Australian Attorney General and Minister of State faor
External Affairs (Hon. H. V. Evatt)
The NMetherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)

The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton MeCarthy)
The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Welter Hash)

Mr. Harry L. Hopkins

The President announced that he had little to take up with the
Council. The one item of interest was that he had been informed hy the
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army (Major General Mclarney) that headway
was being made with reference to censorship "at the source® with regard to
press despatches coming out of Australia.

The President remarked that he had been querled about the slleged

bombing attack on the Japanese mainland. His reply had been that we were

now basing our planes on Shangri-la, a Utoplan valley in the Himelayas!

The President smnounced that the Bay of Bengal situation appeared to
be getting easier and that there was every indication that the Japanese haavier
forces had withdrewn to the esastward.

..I,L-.l.r\;"u“"‘"..'-'*lil 'F l
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The President asked Mr. Hopkins to tell the Council briefly of the
impressions gathered as a result of his trip to England. Mr. Hopkins stated
that the British Military Intelligence wers of the opinion that Germany's
main push will be in the direction of the Caucasus. There iz some thought
that they might strike through Turkey for the Middle East. The Royal Air
Force bombings are having a decided effect on occupied France and on Germeny,
and the British intend to intensify these bombings. Further, the Commando
raids have met with much success, and in thie connection, the problem of
supplying persons in the overrun countries with weapons and ammunition is
being given attention. Mr. Hopkine further remarked that the safe conduct
of the Bussian convoys was giving the British much concern. The President
ramarked that the presence of German air, surface, and underwater craft on
the Norwegian coast committed siseable task forces of our own and of the
British to those areas, and that this was an "unhappy" situation.

The hkustralisn Minister of State for Fxternal Affairs (Mr. Evatt)
astated that General MacArthur had reguested of the United States government
on 4 April that he be informed as to plane distribution for the Southwest
Pacific Area, and that to date no answer had been received. The President
directad Captain MeCrea to malke inquiry of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Mr. Evatt further remarked that he had Just received a despatch from his
government to the effect that Gemeral MacArthur "had not yet r:lnnivud his
directive from his own (the U. S. ) government." Dr. Bvatt stated that the
Australian government was very much worried about the matter. The President
instructed Captain McCrea to refer this matter to the Joint Chiefs of Staff

with the request that & memorandum on the subject be given to the President.

i SECRET &= Regraded Uncl
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The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked that he thought
it was appropriste to ask the Joint Chiefs of Staff for certain information
on the Tenth Pursuit Force. (Note: This information was requested of
Lisutenant General Armold by Captain McCrea on April 22, 1942).

The Australian Minister of State for External Affairs (Mr. Evatt)

_ suggested that the President give consideration to making an announcement

e -

$o the world of & "Pacific Charter,” similar to the "Atlantic Charter.”
The President replied st length to this suggestion, stating in substance
that while he was in sgreement in principle with the suggestiom, he thought
it best to do nothing about it at this time, and that in any event, such a
charter would have to be stated most broadly. The Australian Minister

of State further suggested that it might be appropriate for the President
to refer vaguely to such a charter at an appropriate time in one of his
speeches to the country, and that it might be made in the form of an attack
on Japan. The President stated that consideration would be givén to this
suggestion.

The New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) suggested that it would be
appropriate to have members of the Chiefs of Staff apoear from time to
time before the Pacific War Council, for the purpose of presenting a
broad picture of the strategic problems facing the United Nations. The
Prosident "thought® that this might be arranged.

The Australian Minister of State wished to know whether or not the
Munitions Assignments Board had thusfar made definite alloecations of
mmitions of war. To this, Mr. Hopkins replied that until the strategy
of the war had definitely "jelled," no allocations could be made. He

further remarked that we must remember that no hard and fast distribution

SECRET : Regraded Ung
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can be made at this time, i.e., that our plans must remain fluid,

The President directed that Mr. Hopkins get in touch with the
Chairman of the Maritime Commission to the end that bottoms returning
from Australis carry as much cargo as possible. This to be accomplizhed
however without delaying departure of the ships in any way whatsoaver.

It was decided that the next mesting of the Pacific War Council

would be held on Tuesdmy, April 28th, 1942, at 11:30 a.m.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECRET April 19, 1942.

EMORANDUM

The third meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
‘t‘ 3Im F- May 'lﬂ.‘l:l!lﬂlf, 1“11 15.- 1942-

PRESENT:

The President

The Prime Minister of Canade (The Right Honorable W. L.
Mackenzie King)

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soomng)

The Australian Attorney General snd Minister of State for
m Af‘fairﬂ {Hﬂﬂ- Hi ?s Evﬂ-t-t}

. The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)

The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)

Sir ;P Uﬂlpbau, K.G.H.G., G-B-’ E. BE. and M. ?-{RBPTE—
senting Great Britain in the absence of Lord Halifax)

147

i & o

The President remarked that the Council was honored to have with it
the Prime Minister of Canada, the Right Honorable W. L. Mackenzie King,

The President stated that the information from France was disconcerting,

it appearing from press despatches that Pierre Lawal was about to be taken

3
:
3
-4
-
Ei
[
!

into the cabinet. While these despatches lacked official confirmetion from
Admiral Leahy, nevertheless such a turn of events would not be at all surpris-

ing. The President "trusted" that there would be no change in the status of
the French Fleet.

The President stated that he regretted Sir Stafford Crinns' mission to

India had not been more successful. Further, that the tenor of the daspatches

| from Burma gave the impression that things were "not pleasant" in that area,
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The President continued that Burme was important in the supply route to
China and that every effort should be made to hold it.

At this point the President read a despateh from the American Consul
in Noumea, copy of which is attached marked "'h'-'. General discussion ensued.
The Australian Minister of State and the Minister from New Zealand both
agreed that d'Argenlieu was "a very sble official but s bit difficult.”

They thowght the proposal to remove him to Tahiti was not in order,

The Australian Minister of State remarked that he was disturbed sbout
the news despatches coming out of Australia, stating that General MacArthur's
command status was not clearly understood by the General. The Minister statad
that there was no doubt in his government's mind as to this matter and he was
sure that to this, his collesgue the Minister from New Zealend, would agree,
There was general agreement that such was the case.

The Australisn Minister of State then entered an excuse for the news
despatches originating in his country stating thet no doubt many things were
passed out by the censor in the thought that the censorship within thias
country would handle any objectional matter. It was then suggested that the
most pr-octicable way of handling the matter would be for censorship to be
effective at the source.

The Australian Minister of State remerked that he suggested the
Fresident make & press release nbuut.lt.ha MacArthur command situvation.

The President read a memorandum submitted by the Chinese Minister for
Foreign Affairs on the subject of Korea, and comments thereon by the Under
Secretary of State, Mr. Sumner Welles, coples of which are attached marked
"B" and "C" respectively.
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General discussion was then had with reference to the allocation
of munitions of war. The Australian Minister of State presented rather
vigorously the thought that Canade as the senior Dominion should have
representation on the Munitions Assignments Board. It is significant
that while Canadian representation was urged by Dr. Evatt, the Canadian
Prime Minister did not contritute to the argument. The Minister from
New Zealsnd remarked that the only sound way of assigning the munitlions
production was to let the Combined Chiefs of Staff determine ths relative
importance of the various theatars of effort and that the munitions assign-
ments be made sccordingly.

The Canadian Prime Minister remarked that Canada was raising two
moblle divisions, one armoured, for duty as necessary in Canada. It was
also remarked that Prince Rupert was an lmportant port and that its defenses
were not adequate. To this, there was general agresment.

The President remarked that he wished to bring into the pleture again,
the matter of a second fromt against Germany - that such a front woulo help
the United Nations militarily and politically. He remarked that such a front
should not be opened up rashly but it should be done if it offered a "reason-
able chance of succesa.”

The Australian Minister of State stated that he thought diplomatic
steps should be taken, looking toward getting Russia to permit us to use
Siberia for operations against Japan. The Chinese Forelgn Minister remarked
that Russia had given much aid to China without herself attacking Japan.

The Minister from the Netherlands stated that he represented one of

the smaller of the United Nations whose homeland and colonies had been

SECRET




He made m vigorous plea that those Dutch citizens

generally overrun.
who hnve taken out their first citisenship papers be reguired to render
military service to the United States. Ha stated that there were mamy
such persons in this country and Canada who were not subject to the laws
of the MNetherlands, and that "We want to help you but you won't let us."
The President directed that Ceptain McCrea inform the Secretary of
War that the President desired a study be made along the lines indicated
by the Minister for the Netherlands, and & memorandum on such study be
prepared. i
It was decided that the Pacific War Council would next meet at

11130 a. m., on Tueaday, April 21, 1942.
Gl s b e
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This tFlegram must be Noumea

olosel raphrased be-
fore h¥1ﬁ§ communicated Dated April 15, 1942

to anyone, (8C) Ree'd 5:18 a.m

Secretary of Btate,

Washington.

43, April 15, 10 s.m.
The High Commissioner has telegraphed, through

the Australian reprreentative herg, to the Australlan

Naval Board, admiral Leary, General dr Gaulle

and the Fpee French Delegeation at Washington a strong
prbtfst: over the new change in Pacific naval command,
cepecielly stressing his resentment that he was not
consulted befort a change wag made, The full text of
this protest probably can be obtained by the Department
from the Free French Delegation at Washington, In this
connfetion 1t is deemed advieable to inform the Depart-
ment that d'Argenlicu hes consistently shown that he
desires to impress sll end sundry with his importance I
end that this attitude seeme of more persmount importance l
to him then the present deangerous situstion in this
prrt of the Pacific, Both he and his staff have
ccnstently held themeelves mloof from the population,
which fact has ceused deep resentment end may create
2 situation that would hinder the proper defence of
r.rA "(1) the country.

/
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_92- #43, April 15, 10 a.m. from Noumes

the country. Mrjor General Fatch concurs in the abeve

end bElieves 1t sdvisnble in thF interest of defencE

thet the High Commissioner's office be removed to

Tahiti.
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MEMDRANDUM:

Held down by a large Japanese army of oocoupation, the mood of the
Korean people is that of sullen submission, with memories of historie injustice
renkling, and heving been dispossessed of the rich South Korean rice-growing
areas by Japanese landlords end cppressed by the present civil and economie
disabilities,

Execapt for sporadio sssassinations in Korea itself, Korean discontent
is manifest only mmong their nationals living in China and Russia, while idec-
loglieally existent among Koreans in the United States.

The principal leaders of the Korsan revolutionaries are living in
Chungking, on the one hand the members of the Koresn Frovisionsl Government Party,
which is the historic perty of Koresn disaffection, and on the other the ¥oreen
Revolutionary Party which is made up of younger and supposedly left-wing elemsnts.
Korean revolutionaries in the United States mre adherents of one of these two
partiss. With the limited aid of the Chinese Government, there is in existence
e small Horean Pesoples Army, which is operating with Chinese guerrillas in
North China and numbers a few thousend.

In Siberim the Russians have incorporated for many years two or
three regiments of Koreans in the Russian Far East army, but umtil hostilities
commence batween Russla and Jepan, no step-up in this metivity cen be expected.

If the United Nations, particularly the members of the Pacific Couneil,
desire to foster Eoremn independence, two measures are indionted

l. After promoting a fusion of the two rival revolutionary parties

by promising help to & united Korean revolutlonery organisation, which appesrs
onslly feasible, undertmke to reise, arm end support e Horean irregular army of,

say, 50,000 men, which will be looated in the guerrills areas of North China,
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and whieh will be the rellylng center for all Korean revolutiomary activities
both within end cutside Korea. The purpose of such an army would bep

(n) tc operate in Korea at some cpportune moment
tc be selected by the United Natlons;

(b) to be headquarters for sabotege mctivities by
Korsen workers in munition worke and vital com-
munications centers in Korea end Japan;
{e) to constitute &n intelligence service through
Koreans working in the lower ranks of ecivil
servants and police in Koreas, North China and
Japens
The prospect for irregular activities will be particularly promising beceuse,
owing to the shortage of labor in Japan similar to that in Germany, large numbers
of Foreans have been recruited for munition works in Korea, Manchuris and Japsna
In sddition, large nusbers of Koreans are working as agents in North China in such
instruments of Jepaness policy as monopolies in oplum, morphine eand heroin,
prostitution end gambling, to demorelise the Chinese population. With a well-
organized system, these Jepanese activitles could prove & boomerangs
2+ As a politioal measure, in order tc encourage Horean espiraticns
at some opportune moment the Paoifiec Council could announce its determination
to effect the independence of Koream after the weres Recognition of a Koresn
Provisional Governméent might be effected elther simultensecusly or at some time

laters
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 13, 1942

¥y dear Hr.( Fresldent:

In your memorandum to me of April B, enclosing a
memorandum handed to you by Dr. Scong, you asked me to
speak with you about Dr. Soong's memorandum before

Tusaday the l4th.
T am returning herewith the orlglinal of Dr.

Soong's memorandum regarding whieh I should like to
offer the following comment.

I fully concur in the suggestion that the United
Nations, particularly the members of the Pacific War
Council, should assl st in organizing and equipping a
Korean irregular army. Geographical factors would
seem to make China the logical place from which such
activity could best be carried onm, with the sugges-
tions and assistance of the United States and other
military missions at Chungking. Should you wish me
to do so, after the Pacific War Council has approved
this suggestion, I shall be glad to take the matter
up with my Lisison Committee in order that recommenda-
tions mey be formulated by the General Staff and by

The President,
The White House.

Ic* f')
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Naval Operations for your consideration covering the
practical steps involved.

With regard to the suggestion that a fusion of
rival Korean revolutionary parties be promoted and that
recognition of a Korean Provislonal Government be granted
at an appropriate time, I am informed that the principal
Korean revolutionary organizations are the one exlsting
in Chungking (apparently supported by most of the Koreans
in the United States) and the Korean bands in Manchuria
and other parts of China. The latter have apparently
no close connection with the organization at Chungiing.

I have sent a telegram to our Embassy in Chungking
asking for further information on this point and also
asking for information from the Government of China with
regard to 1ts views concerning the possibllity of a fu-
sion of these groups.

With regard to sn amnouncement by the Paclflc War
Council of ita determination to effect the independence
of Korea, in principle I am heartily in accord with
such a step, but I question the wisdom of making an
anncuncement of that character at this moment, If
such an announcement were made today, 1t seems to me
that the snnouncement would lack reallity.

Temporarily the tide of war continues to be in

Japan's favor. No armed revelt in Korea agalinst Japan

'I!\C# (2—)
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canbe expected at this time, PFurthermore, the ques-
tion of the independence of India has recently held
and still holds the center of attention among the
peoples of the Pacific area and the fallure of the
Cripps negotietions makes it unfortunately impossible
for us to utilize the announcement of an agreement be-
tween the British Goverrment and the peoples of India,
providing for the freedom of Indla, as a platform up-
on which to base an announcement of broader poliey.

If the Cripps negotiations had been successful,
I would have recommended to you an announcement by
the Pacifiec War Council affirming the determination
of the countrlies represented to recognize the lnde-
pendence of the Phillippine Islands and to bring about
the independence of Korea and the expulsion of the
Japanese invaders from all territories which they had
temporarily overrun in order that the liberty of the
peoples of those regions might be reestablished, In
brief what I had in mind was to recommend the announce-
ment of a broad policy of general liberation, Insolar
as the peculiar circumstances covering the Netherlands
East Indies and Burma might make such an announcement
possible, but, unfortunately, the breakdown of the
Indian negotlations elliminates, at least temporarily,
that possibility.
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My suggestions for the moment with regard to
Dr. Soong's memorandum would consegquently be to do
everything possible to further the organization and
equipment of a Horean army and to further 1ln every
way possible, in consultation with the Chinese and
the British, the fusion ef the Korean revolutionary
parties and toc postpone until a more propitious time
any recogniticn of a Korean provisional goverrnment
and any announcement with regard to the future in-
dnpamianca of Korea,

Believe me

Fadhfully yours

AN AT

Enc.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

‘ SEC RET April 15,. 1942,

MEMORAMDTE FOR FILE (PWC)

This forenoon, Dr, ¥. V. Evatt (The Australian Minister of
State for External Affairs) ealled to say that he wished I would
communicate to the President that he (Fvatt) suggested that the
President igsue a statement about the command situation in the
Southwest Pacific, i.0., that MacArthur's directive had been lssued
and that there was no misunderstanding on the part of the Tnited
Wations govermments about NaecArthur's authority.

would meet at 3:00 p. m,, this date, and further since the matter wes
one which was approprimte for the Council to consider, it would be
guite in order to present the subject to the President at that time,

T sugrested to Dr, Evatt that, since the Pacific Wer Council

During the mesting of the Pacific War Council, Dr. Evatt
argued at length that a statement should be made and suggested to the
President that he (The President) make such a statement, To this
sugrestion, the President made no reply.

Some minutes after the meeting ended, Dr, Evatt came to me
in the Waiting Room of the Executiva Offices and steted in effect, "I
have told the press that the President would issus a statement tonight
with reference to the cormend situetion in the Southwest Pacific Area."
This, T told the President while in the Doctor's office somstime later,

April 16, 1842,

About D930 this date, Tr. Evatt called me on the phone and
remarked substantially as follows: "You don't think, do you Captain,
that T d4id anvthing wrong yesterday in making the statement I did to
the Press?" I replied that I didn't know what statement he had made.
Tir. Evatt then said, "Well, it's in &Il the papers this morning." To
this T replied that I had not read the papers eand consequently ecould
not pass judement on what he had said.

Dr. Evatt then "trusted" that the President would understand
that he (Evett) had meant no harm. With that the conversation ended,

Fren el b

JORN L. MeCREA,
Captain, 7. 8. Navy,
Naval Aide to the President.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR GENERAL STAFF
SPERATIONS DIVIRION
WASHINGTOM

April 14, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL WATSON, THE WHITE HOUSE:

Attached hereto 1z a copy of a cablegram gent to

General MachArthur last evening. It is possible that the Presi-
dent would like to see this copy before he has his pext meeting

of the Pacific War Council.

Mmm‘, Y

D. EISENHOWER,
Major General,
Luistant- Chief of Staff.
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Megsage to Commanding General, USAFIA. April 13, 1942.

In addition to formal acceptance by the Netherlands
Government of your directive as Supreme Commander of the Southwest
Pacific Area, we assume that the Australian Government has con-
curred through an exchange of messages as below deseribed. This
megsage for General MacArthur refers to ocur No. 1256.

The Prime Minister of Australia in radioc of April 7
raised certain questions concerning movement of Australian troops
out of the continent, the functions of local government in the
direction of operations and the right of Australian field commanders
to communicate directly with their loecal government. His message
indicated that if satisfactory snswers were received to these
gquestions the directive would be acceptable to Australia. The
Joint U.S. Chiefs of Staff have answered these guestions to the
satisfaction of Dr. Evatts.

It is therefore assumed that through this action the
Australian Government has formally accepted the directive although
no definite statement to that effect hae since been received here.
The U.5. Joint Chiefs of Staff therefore consider that you should
show this dispatch to appropriate officials of the Australian
Government cad, provided our assumption as above stated ls correct,
agree with them upon the date and hour on which you should formally
assume command. This date should be promptly reported to the War

SECRET
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Department. The date agreed upon should be as soon as practicable

but sufficiently far in the future to permit the governments con-

cerned to carry out the procedure prescribed in Par. 8 of the

directive previously communciated to you. ]
Marshall

McHarney,
Acting Chief of Staff.
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

April 10, 1942.
SHCRET

MEMORANDUM FOR CAFTAIN McCREA:

Subject: Aircraft Allocatlons in
Australia.

In response to the FPresident's inquiry trans-
mitted in your memorandum of April 7, 1942, to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, the table below shows the planes
scheduled to be sent to Australia under current plansi

Number of Planes

Iype Operational Reserve Total
Bombers (Heavy) 8O 40 , 180
Bombers (Medium) 141 754 216
Bombers (Light) 57 30 87
Pursult 320 160 4803
Patrol Planes (Navy) 12 12

Totals 610 3056 8915

# 18 from Dutch account.
s 120 pursult planes have besn used to equip
Australian units.

0f the above planes it is intended to send 20
bombers (medium) to New Caledonia and 20 bombers (medium)
to Fi1ji, reinforecing the garrison at each of these places
by a medium bombardment squadron with 50% reserve planes.
These two squadrons are to be consldered as supporting
elements for Australla ln case of emergency when ordered
by the War Department.

With excepticn of the planes mentioned in the

preceding paragraph, all planes shown in the table above
will be available for service in the Australian Area.

L

W. B. SMITH,
Secretary.
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My dear Dr. Evatts

humnﬁmm, thars
h!mmtilwwnfthm
h-u-:mmmumumwm,
M.mhhﬂﬂtﬂmﬂ Allocations
in Mstralia.

Sinceraly yours,

JOHN L. McCREA,

W. 0. 8. Navy,
Haval Aide to the President.

Hon, H, V. .
H“:L.ﬂ- of State
~ for External Affairs,

3117 Woodland Drive,

‘m. D. G,

Baclosure (1)
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My dear Mr. Nashi

In accordance with your request, thare
is forwarded herewith a copy of the memorandum
from the Joint Chiefs of Staff dated April 10,
1942, having to do with Adreraft Allocations
in Australia.

B8inceraly yours,

JOHN L. McCREA,

Captain, U. 8. Navy,
Baval Aide to the President,

ﬁeg raaea Unclassified




April 16, 1942,

Received one sealed envelope bearing registry Neo.
24614 for delivery to The Australisn Minister of State for
External Affairs.

YL A,




April 16, 1942.

MEMORANDUM RECEIPT

Received one sealed envelope bearing registry No.
24614 for delivery to The New Zealand Minister.
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MNew Zearano LesaTion
WasHinaToN, D. C.

18th April, 1942,

Deat Captain McCrea,

I am in receipt of your letter of the 16th April
and wish to thank you for your courtesy in supplying me with a copy
of the Memorandum from the Joint Chiefs of Staff dated April 10th,

1942, with reference to Aircraft Allocations in Australia.

Yours sincerely,

-
s N b
b -

T
.

Captain John L. McCrea, i
United States bavy, =
Naval Aide to the President, A
The White House, ¢

WASHINGTON. D.C. .




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

s EC R ET April 14, 1942,

MEMORANTITY FOR PILE (PWC)

The Cénadian Minister (Mon., Leighton MeCarthy) called me
this date to ask whether or not he was sxpected to attend the meet-
ing of the Pacific War Council scheduled for 3:00 p.m., April 15,
1942, The Canadien Minister stated that he made this request in
view of the fact that Prims Minister Mackenzie King was due to
attend this same meeting. Fe asked that I put the matter before
the President for a decision. TUpon presenting the subjsct to the
President, he remarked that he did not desire the Cenadian Minister
+o attend the meeting in question, The President stated that he
wished to set the precedent that only one representative of a
foreign country would ettend any meeting of the Pacific War Council -
this to avold the body becoming too unwieldy.

T communicated the President's wishes in this matter to Mr,
MoCarthy, who stated that he not slone understood, but heartily con-
ocurred in the President's decision,

-

Tote e Ciow

JOHN L. McCREA,
Captain, U, §. Navy,
¥aval Alde to the President.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

SECHET April 10, 1942.

MEMORANDUM

The second meeting of the Pacific War Council took place in the
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C.,
at 11130 a.m., April 7, 1942,

PRESENT:

The President
The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudon)
The Canadian Minister (Hon. Leighton McCarthy)
The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Australisn Attorney Generzl and Minister of State
for External Affairs (Hon. H. V. Evatt)

The President announced that he had received from the Joint Chiefs
of Staff a memorandum in connection with the Pacific subdivision. He stated
that that body was in complete agreement that Australia proper and the
New Zealand line of communications mre two strategic entities; that the
defense of Australia is primarily a lapd-sir problem for which the best
possible naval support is a fleet fream to maneuver without restrictions
imposed by the local situation; that New Zealand on the other hand, is the
key point for the support of the Pacific line of communications, the security
of which is & naval responsibility.

The President then read two memoranda from the Joint Chiefs of Staff
attached hereto marked (A) and (B). General discussion of these two pepers

was had. The President remarked that in addition to the numbers mentioned

in (A), the arrival of the convoys in Australia on April 6, 1942, raised the
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total of U. S, Army forces on that continent to some 64,000 troops.

The point was mede by the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash) that he
trusted there would be cooperation between the commenders in the various
theaters of action. The President remarked that it was his idea that the
commanders would be not in daily but rather hourly touch with each other.

The Presldent remarked that it was "s rather blunt and not a
pleasant remark" to make, but all would no doubi agree that Rusaia was
the only country which at the moment was comducting full scale of fensive
operations against the enemy. The President remarked that if Germany
were defeated, the defeat of Japan would most sursly follow, whereas
on the other hand the defeat of Japan would not necessarily insure
Germany's defeat. The President remarked that accordingly, the United
Nations might very soon have to make a decision as to whether or not &
second front should be opensd on Germany. It was stated that the curremt
protocol with Russia expired on June 30, 1942, end that consideration
would have to be given to renewing it. The President remarked that the
two major production countries, i.e., the United States and the United
Kingdom, would no doubt find it to their advantage to renew these agree-
ments and even "sweeten" them to make them more attractive to the Russians.

At this point the Australian Minister of State for External Affairs
(Mr. Evatt), seconded by the New Zealand Minister (Mr. Nash), remarked that
in the distribution of war material it was trusted the Pacific Areas would
receive "their full share" of such production. The discussion on this point
was carried on for some tima. The President finally directed Captain McCrea

to ask the Joint Chiefs of Staff to prepars a memorandum setting forth the
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overall of materials of war "which will be available in the next few
months," together with the intended distribution of same. The President
further asked that the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff prepars for him a memorandum
showing the numbers of aircraft by types that it is now intended will be
despatched to Australia for service in that area. In connection with the
discussion of the distribution of war materials, it was agreed generally -
(1) that the strategic situation would have to govern, and (2) that the
plans for distribution would no doubt have to be kept fluid.

The President remarked that the persistent and devastating air
attacks on the island of Malta were causing concern and that the liguidation
of the defenses of Malta would no doubt mean much to the Germana.

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Soong) inquired as
to the progress that had been made in using gliders. He stated that he
had recently been furnished considerable authoritative detailed information
and that he had been amazed at their possibilities. The President remarked
that our aeronautical services wera pushing the development of gliders but
that it must be remembered we were all amateurs in regard to them. It was
then stated that the Poles had accomplished much in this field and that
thelir services might be helpful.

The Netherlands Minister (Dr. Loudon) stated that his home government
had informed him (1) that much resistance was continuing in Java and Sumatra;
{2) that the Governor General and his family were now quartered in a cottage
at Bandoengj (3) that Dr. van Mook and a small party were now in Australia

but would shortly come to the United States.
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It was decided that the Pacific War Council would next meat on
April 14, 1942, at 11:30 A. M.
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EBHE.\. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

WASHINGTON

April 7, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

Subject: Adequaocy of the Defenses of the Fiji Islands and
New Caledonia

Your inguiry on this subject has generated a review of
the entire question of the defense of all the island bases between
Hewail and Australia. This review has been undertaken as & matter
of urgency, to determine whether additional means can or should be
made available, and a further report will be made as soon as it is
al'-pli'l:lﬁ-

The present defenses of New Caledonia and Fiji are as
follows:

NEW CALEDONIA

Infantry Regimemts

Tank Battalion

Coast Artillery Regiment

Battalion, plus 1 battery 1556 mm. Guns
1656 mm. Howitzer Regiment

Pursuit Squadror (25 Planes)

V:F:B. Flanes

Medioal, Quartermaster, Signal, ete.

Infantry Regiment
105 mm. Howitzer Hegiment

T6 mm. Pack Howlitrer Battalion
2Pursnid Bousdeene CEt Dlaroesch
oS on b rdment—Planer———

Total Personnel - 23,000

O

En route =

et et

FIJI ISLANDS
On hand - a. U. 5. Foroes
1 Pursuit Squadren (25 Flanes)
Air Warning Service
Medical, Quartermaster, Signal, eto.

Total Personnel - &0R

Sﬁiﬁﬂ (A)
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(Memorandum for the President) April 7, 1942

E. Hew Zealand Foroes

8 Infantry Dattalions
2 Field Batteries
1 Reconnaisance Squadron (12 Planes)
1 Flying Boat Squadren (12 Obsolescent Patrol
Bomber Seaplanes)
6 Coast Defense, B Antimircraft, and 6 Anti-
tank guns.

Total Personnel - 10,220

En route from U, 5.

24 60 mm. Mortars
4 155 mm. Cuns

2 6" Naval CGuns
12 60" Searchlights

SECRET
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Attached herete is the copy of
msmorandum for whieh you asked,

Bisceraly yours,

JORS L.
U. 8, davy
Maval Aide o the President.

/e r
The fon, . Nash,

The .=- Sealand ug::lu,
Washington, D, Co '




Washington, D. C.
April 9, 1942.

Received from bearer, one sealed anvelope
showing No. 2494, for delivary to the Hon. Gdwesd W,
Nash, the New Zealand Minister.
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTOMN

April 7, 1942,

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Gt_m;g%ﬂ%ta for obtaining intelligence
rom N.E,1.:

The scattered situation of Duteh forces atill
operating in the Netherlands Indlies has made 1t imposslble
for the N.E.I. Government to malntain an organized system
of intelllgence agenta. The Dutch lost thelr last permanent
short-wave sending station with the fall of Medan, but radio
commmication has since been established for short perlods
between Australia and Netherlands troops in North Sumatra.

We are obtalning information from the K.E.I. Area
by interception of enemy radlo communications, by pleclng
together the scraps of combat lnformatlon which reach
Australis, and by intensive naval and long-range aerial
reconnaissance which has so far been quite effectlive. Gen-
eral KaciArthur can be expected to take all necessary actlon
to bulld up an efflcient intelligence service, and the War
Department has been in commmication with him on this subject.

The British are preparing an intelligence organiza-

tion in India with Dutch cooperation, for service in N.E.I.,
and agents are being trained in Delhi. Colonel Donovan has
also completed plans for subversive activity and espionsage
work in the Far East ineluding the Netherlands Egst Indies
and hes agents training for the purpose, but his crganiza-
tion can not be in effective operation for about three
months. Until then we must depend on our present sources

of information as indicated in the preceding paragraph.

Dutch gggrouantntivna in ataff setup in Australias:

General MacArthur will have Dutech representatives
on his staff. This 1s provided for in the directive just
issued, and 1t was previoualy covered by specific instruec-
tions from the Chief of Staff.

SECRET (B)
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‘r‘k}/ THE WHITE HOUSE
-~ o~ Fo WASHINGTOMN
E\..JR..:.T April 7, 1942,

MEMCRANDUM FOR THE FRESIDENT

In connection with today's meeting of the Pacifie
War Counoil, the following is thought to be of interest:

(a) The directives to the cormmanders Southwest
Pacific Area and Central Pacific Ares are in the
process of being implemented,

(b) General MecArthur will report when ready,

{e) Vice Admirel Leary hes been directed to
report to Genmeral MacArthur.

{d4) Rear Admiral Ghormlsy has been ordered to
the Tnited States to take command of the South
Pacific Force,

() It is recognized that some delay will teke
place until Rear Admiral Ghormley can report to his
new station, Admiral King stetes, however, that he
will eontirue to handle that area until Rear Admiral
Ghormley reporta.

Very respectfully,
Gt heoCia

JOHN L. MeCREA




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Aoril 9, 1942.
MEMORANDUM FOR FILE (PWC):

The Canadian Minister telephoned me this date and
asked that I inform the President that Prime Minister W. L.
Mackenzie King was due to arrive in Washington about 1:00 p.m.,
15 April 1942, The Minister also asked that if agreeable to the
President, he would aprreciate very much if Mr. Mackenszie King
might be permitted to attend a meeting of the Pacific War Counecil
at the suggested time of 3:00 p.m., that date.

I acquainted the President with the Canadian Minister's
wishes and he was mgreeabls to the suggestion. The Presldent
directed that I make the necessary arrangements, which has been

done,.

\7-: L ﬁ\ e C.u-.
JOHN L. McCREA,
Captain, U. S. Navy,
Nawval Alde to the Preaident.

‘Reg ssified ' r
!
1
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WasHinaTon, D. C.

SECRET PP §

Dear Gensral Watsom:

Following on Ir. Bvatt's telsphone conversatlon
with you this evening, he has asked me in his absence to
forward to you & letter addressed to the Presidemt and
agoompanied by two memoranda. These are mocordingly for-
warded and Dr. Evatt would be grateful if you could ar=
range for them to be brought to the notice of the President.
As you will observe, the matters reised are of great import-
BNO0 e

Dr. Evatt referred alsc to the next meeting of
the Panoific Councils At the initisl meeting of the Council
the question of the next meeting was disoussed gemerally
and fixed for next Tuesday. As & result, Dr. Evatt has
made arrengements to leave Washinghbon on Tusesday afterncon
to proceed to Cannda to confer with Mr. MacKenzis King and
the Capadian War Cabinets Mr. MecKenzle King ls anxious
4o see Dres Evett and a very full and definite programme has
been fixed.

Mr. Hash, the New Zealand represenmtative at the
Councily informs me that he has made arrangements to leave
Washington for New York on Tuesday evening. I take 1%,
therefore, that the meeting will be held on Tuesday.

Drs BEvatt locks forward to recelving advice as
early as possible as to the President's wisghes regarding
consultation on the memorands formarded herewith for his
consideration.

Falthfully yours,

As Ws Bmith.
General Edwin Wateons
Seoretary to the President,
White House,
Vashingtony, De Ce
|




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

| SECRET April 3, 1942,

1 MEMORANDUNM

The first meeting of the Pacific War Council tock place in the 1 .b
f
Cabinet Room of the Executive Offices, The White House, Washington, D. C., ‘

at 11130 A, M., April 1, 1942. 1

PRESENT:

The President
The British Ambassador (Viscount Halifax)
The Netherlands Minister (Dr. A. Loudem)
The New Zealand Minister (Hon. Walter Nash)
The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs (Mr. T. V. Soong)
The Australisn Attorney General and Minister of State
for External Affairas (Hon. H. V. Evatt)
The Canadian Minister Counselor (Mr. Hume Wrong)

Mr. Harry Hopkins

g

After photographs had been taken by representatives of the Press,
the President welcomed the members of the council end addressed them sub-
stentially as follows:
I suggest that no formal minutes be made of our meetings. I think
it better that we keep the meetings as informal as possible. From time to
time questions will no doubt arise in your minds as to problems affecting
all of our governments generally. You may feel that you want to get certain
information in your possession, to me, or request that special meetings of
the council be held. In such event, please communicate directly with Captain
McCrea, my Naval Aide, and he will take the necessary action. |

T




I think it would be well to discuss the various general theaters
of operations made necessary by our war with the Axls powers. When Mr.
Churchill was here, we talked much about "areas of command." That term
does not tell the whole story. I feel that the term "theaters of
responsibility® is a much better way of putting the thought. I have
suggested to the Prime Minister, and he has agreed, that the following
gensral division of responsibility will obtain for the warious world
theaters. Briefly put, the United States assumes responsibility for the
Pacific Theater, the limits of which are roughly China and all east of
Singapore to the American continents, with the axception of Sumatra. The
British aspume responsibility for the Middle Eest and the Indian Ocean
Theater. Both the British and the United States assume joint responsibility
for the Atlantiec Theater.

We have been greatly heartened by the splendid resistance that the
Russians have been making to the Germans, and likewise by the resistance
that the Chinese have made for 4% years to the Japanese. Our thought must
be how and where can all of our countries be of assistance. China would be
an ideal base of operations for us egainst Japan. No doubt it will be scme
time before we can establish ourselves in that area to such an extent as will
permit us to undertake an air offensive against Japan. It would be of much
help to us, too, if Russia declared war on Jepan and then permitted the
United States to use Russian territory as a base of operations against the
Japanese homeland. If this were to come about we could use the Alesutian
Islands as a bridge to Siberia. In any event, I feel that while our
efforts are being so largely used in rcinfuruing the central and southwest

SECRET =
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Pacific areas, we will have to look to Canads for assistance in securing

Alaska and the Aleutians. I have an idea that Canada can do this without
interference with her commitments to the United Kingdom.

At this point Mr. H. Wrong (Canada) remarked that Canada had
extensive commitments with the United Kingdom, but that Canada was now
raising two moblle divislons for duty on the North American continent, one
to be stationed on the west coast and the other on the east coast.

Mr. Soong (China) then remarked that Canada had made commitments
to his country to furnish certain supplies of war. Mr. Socong "hoped®
that nothing would interfere with these errangements.

The President at this point remarked that the delivery of materials

of war to China was a matter of much concern to all. The Prasident further

remarked that Mr. Socong had stated that a fleet of one hundred (100) transport

planes could deliver per month from the Indian Ocean ports to China, as much
material as was supplisd per month over the Burma Hoed; that we had taken
over from our commercial air lines and from the builders about seventy-five
(75) such planes. Lord Halifax remarked that he trusted Canasda would not
undertake any commitments which would interfere with giving assistance to the
United Kingdom.

Mr. Evatt remarked that the security of the Australian continent
was of first importance to Australians, and that he "hoped"™ the United States
would expeditiously reinforce it at the earliest possible date to such an
extent that it can resist any attack by the Japanesa.

Mr. Nasbh remarked that he recognized that New Zealand was somewhat

removed from the direct line of commmnications from the United States to

SECRET Ly




Australia, but nevertheless the protection of New Zsaland was of utmost 1
importance since that Dominion supplisd the United Kingdom with 25% of
its food.

Both Mr. Evatt and Mr. Nash questioned the adequacy of the Fiji -.,
Islands - New Caledonia defenses. The President directed Captain McCrea
to esk the Chiefs of Staff for an appreciation of this subject, to be A
available at the next meeting of the council. :

Mr. Loudon (Metherlsnds) remarked that he trusted the N. E. I.,
now that they had been lost to the enemy, would not be forgottem.

The President directed that inquiry be made of the Chiefs of Staff
if the staff set-up in Australia of General MacArthur made provision for
Duteh representation. Iir. Loudon remarked that the Hetherlands government
would shortly have a balance in this country of $1.0,000,000 with which it
was desired to purchase destroyers and/or patrol craft which this country
could spare.

It wans decided that the Pacific War Council would next meet on

April 8, 1942, at 11:30 o'clock.

Gant 4, /9¢z
Sleowun L oo d .
by Pa frne oty Wi doz, i

J?Z.o{-rr(:_. .'.'
i
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COMMONWEALTH or AUSTRALIA.

E[E?‘LT Sth April 1942,

My dear President:

I am enclosing two memorsnds for your consideratlon as
Commander in Chief ms well s Presidents After & forimight
hare; I am impressed withthe necessity of your asstablishing ma=
chinery that will prevent sectlonal discussiom over sunitions
allocationss The first memorandum mekes positive suggestions
townrds this end.

You know that I am greviously concerned with the
danger which, in the opinion of Cenerals Mnoirthur and Breth
and our own trusted service chiefa, threatens Australia.

On thet gquestiomy I submit o you thelr joint opinion
conteined in Mr. Curtin's telegram of 4th April.

My present plans are %o attend the Pacific War Council
on Tuesday end to lenve for Canada thet aftornoons Mr.
MacEenszie King has specially invited me to visit him end his
¥ar Cabinets Mr. Churchill has slso cabled pressing me te go
%o England as soon &z possible, tut I would like several rulings
from you befors I go.

1 would greatly appreciate before I left for Canada

if I might have & short comsultation to discuss outstanding

mtteres

Minister of State for Externmal Affairs
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SURMITTING SUGGESTIONS REGARDING ESTABLISEMENT
OF MACHINERY FOR THE ALLOCATION OF MUNITIONS.
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COMMONWEALTH or AUSTRALIA.

Q] MEORDN FOR THE PRBSIIRN AND COMUNDER I CALEF

S LU T FRoM DR, ®. V. EVATY, MINISTER FOR EXYTRNAL AFFATRS, COMMONKEALTH
OF AUSTRALIA.

In & war which the United Nations are prosecuting over

2 pumber of theatres, it is essential that mmitions and supplies
and the shipping wherewith to transport them should be allocated
objectively and impartially, in order to carry out a genmeral
strategical plsn of defence and offence. Otherwlse allocatlons

may be decided according to the strongest pressure of the moment.

2. ‘This can be achieved by pursuing three guiding
considerations:

() The supreme strateglc authority should make
objective determinations of the relative importance of the varlcus
theatres, i.e. determinations on & tough military basls, and no
other consideratiom should apply.

(8) Munitions should be allocated, sccording to the
strategleal determinations, on & theatre basis rather then a
governmental besis (Russia, of course, stands in a special positiom).

{e) The supreme strategic suthority should be situated
in one place, & war capital of the United Nations. A strong case
cen be made for Washington in this regard.

3. At present, in the main, munitions allocetions are
made by assignments to vardous governments. This is not the most

effective method because emch governmment tends to regard its own
elaims as paramount.

4. Agnin where allocatioms have already been mede to
governments, there is & tendency to regard such arrengementsas




- B
final "committments". There is no room for final committments
{except Russia).

5. The general principle which should be applied is
plain, Military strategy must be the supreme factor. Such
strategy should take mccount of (a) the relative importance of
the various theatres of war throughout the world and also (b)
the time factor. Im short, evem after the relative importance
of all the theatres of war has been assessed, those findings
must be subject to review,

6. It should be posaible to determine from time to
time the relative importance of the theatres end allot & mmitiona
percentage quota rni'rmh theatre. Despite the difficulties of
thus quantifying the relative strategic position of the various
theatres, 1t 1s essential that the supreme strateglc suthority
determine the matter. If it is left to subordinate mmitioms or
other authorities, there is the danger that they may fix upon
figures or parcentages which fail to give effect to the supreme
strateglc muthority's determination of the relative importance
of the theatres.

7. I apply the foregoing principle to the Pacific
theatre of war. That theatre is sdmittedly important but ite

Whatever the Pacific theatre's relatlve importance, 1t can and

should be assessed in terms which will control the allocations
of munitions from the hypothetical common pool of the United
Nations. The essential question is what is nesded for the theatre
as a whole and whet percentage of the pool should be allocsted to
the theatre.

8. What I suggest is -
(1) An immediate assessment of the strategle importance
of the varicus theatres of war. This should be dome by the supreme

Regraded Unclassifi
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strateglec authority such as the Chlefs of Staff Committee and
the assessment should be expressed in terms of percentages.

(2) This assessment should control subordinate munitioms,

%‘i&?\ and raw materials bodies in allocating the total
production in all theatres.

(3) ﬂiﬂ:ttli‘tu which mmitions and supplies are held
in stock or in reserve in any theatre sust be taken into mccount
go a8 to adjust mctual and awvailable resources to relative
strateglic importance.

(4) fThe importance of the procedurs would lie in the
meking of allocations to theatres, not governments. For instance,
under the new directives Admirel Eing and Genersl Marshall sre
the axecutive agencies of the United States Chiefs of Staff for
the Pacific theatre of war. U[hey would state their requirements
with a full knowledge of the world position and a special Imowledge
of the Pacific theatre. The result would be an assessment or
finding as to relative strategic importance, e.g. 15 per cent,

(5) At the same time, mm-mwmu
end representatives of the governments within a theatre could ,
provide kmowledge on the special needs of the theatre. Thus,
Ceperal Marshall and Admiral King could be assisted by such
representatives as they degired from Australia, New Zealand, the
Dutch East Indles or American foreea in Australia,

(6) These representatives will give strong help in kmitting
together the common effort of the United Netions:

() They will assure the intu'.uutl& governments that thelir
special needs - e.g. the pressing danger to the South Pacifiec in
the next two months — are commmicated to the strategic authority
for objective evaluation.

(b) This will prevent irregular pressures which may cause
unsound diversions of material and will also prevent disastrous
sectionsl misunderstandings among the Allies.

Waghington, D.C.

April 5th, 1942, Regraded Unclassifig
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COMMONWEALTH of AUSTRALIA.

—_—

FRON:  THE HON. JORN CURIIN, PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA

10:  THE HON. DR. H. V. EVATT, MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,

No.P.M.21.
Dated jth April 1942.

MOST IMMEDIATE: MOST SECEET:

Reference your P.W.5.23, the following apprecistion hes
been furnished bty the lustralisn Chiefs of Staff with Gemersl Brett
co—opted as representative of General MacArthuri-

BEGINS:

The Japanese having completed the  .ongquest of the
Hetherlands Fnst Indies and posgessing decisive eir superici..,
and effective control of the seas in areas in which they are
operating, are in a position to launch sttacks in the South West
Pacifie. Attacks in force nguninst pustralin and Australisn lines

of commmication are likely at an esrly date.

2. The area in fustralis vital to contimusnce of the
war effort lies on the Past and South East Coast generally between
Brisbane end Melbourne. Port Moresby is the key to this area.
An sttack in force on Port Moresby could develop at any time.
{7 To any ?) accumulated evidence of the movement of enemy forces
in the direction of Rebsul where there is slready a formidable
goncentration. This threat is most serious not only because
indications are that an attack is impending, tut alsc because
any success would imperil both the lines of commuinication between
justralia and the U.8.i., and the security of the vital area of
pustralia., Were it not for successful attacks on Japenese in

this area, an attack on Port Moresby would heve been made before
Regraded Unclassi
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3.  Parly attacks are also likely on both the following
areast~ (a) Darwin: (b) Fremantle.

4» If Darwin were properly defended and bomber aireraft and
navel forces besed there, sttacks could be launched against the enemy in
the Netherlands East Indies which might contain the enemy in that area
and prevent reinforcements elsewhereand which would prepare the way for
an eventual offensive.

5. TFremantle is also open to attack and the risk of sporadie
raids by carrier-borne aireraft is a very real.

6. In ell the foregoing front line area there sre not
sufficlent forces aveilable to secure thelr defence, much less to take
the offensive which is all importamt. The requirements of the greatest
urgency is for increased naval and air forces to protect these areas.

T+ The minimm navel forees required for operrtions to the
Horth Esst of fustralis is the Anzac squadrom reinforced by two task
forces which should include two or three aireraft earriers and should be
based in the area. A squadron of submarines is slso necessary.

8. The first priority requirement of aireraft is for aireraft
to equip with modern plames the existing operationally trained R.A.A.F.
and United States air Corps units., Taking into account the aireraft
already here and known to be en route, the sireraft necespary for this

purpoge are ag followsi-

70 HT .

99 Hudson ) E76
19 Catelina }

187 k[

195 P.4p )

These figures provide for 25 wastage.

9. Of these 7 aircraft 7 the most urgently needed are heavy
bombers snd importance of the immedinte supply of these cannot be over—
emphasised.

10. With foregoing forces, it should be posstBedtdfuchateidassi
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initial offensive operntions against the enesy bases, particularly
Rabaul.
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X‘ 11, The foregoing relate merely to immediste requirements

it is necessary to keep constantly in mind the need for combined
of fensive operation on such & scale as will draw of{ the Japanese farces
that are now available for further attacks.

12, In this connection it is desirable to stress the need for
combining the initisl offensive operstions with the building up of farces
that are required to undertake a major of fensive and in particular to
mmwdmmmrmdmwmqm
MIWWMWEMMMMth1mmmhw
chellenge the Japaness Fleet at any moment. Such & project should be
constantly in our minds whilst the tactical group of which this foree will
be composed should be comtlimually employed in offensive operstions wmtil
guch time np the moment for concemtration arrives.

2. T have discussed it with Genersl MacArthur who is repesting
it directly to General Marshall. He is in entire sgreement with the
appreciation and urges that pruriuimorunlfmuumpmdud
aireraft indicated are minisum essentlal for the purposes indieated.
Immmuﬂﬂhnﬂmphmndmnﬂmmduﬂypmﬂ.nim

of forces and equipsent specified.

3. Muﬂihhliurmmwhninmmthﬂhl

ean also support it there.

e PR i e gt
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

j.prﬂ 5,, 1?‘421

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The directives to General MacArthur and Admiral Nimitz,
approved by you on March 31, 1942, have been read and approved
by Dr. Evatt for Australia and Mr. Nash for New Zealand.

Dr. Evatt undertook to cbtain the formal concurrence of his
government., Instructions from New Zealand, subsequent to
March 25th, while reiterating the opposition of the New
Zealand Ghiefs of Btaff to our subdivision of the Pacific
Theater, authorize Mr. Nash to accept the final decision of
the U. 5. Chiefs of 5taff because of the urgent need to pre-
vent further delays. With this understanding, the direc-
tives have been transmitted to the two cnmman&ers concerned,

Marshall and I are in complete agreement on subdividing
the Pacific. We believe that Australia proper and the New
Zealand-line of communications area are two strategiec entities.
The defense of Australia is primarily a land-air problem for
which the best possible naval support is a fleéet free to
maneuver without restrictions imposed by the loecal situation,
New Zealand, on the other hand, is the key point for the sup-
port of the Pacific line of communicatiocns, the security of
which is a naval responsibility. New Zealand has no relation
to the defense of Australia in ecurrent circumstances.

« KI
Miﬂir ] I‘Tln ﬂw:
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

-
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

April 3, 1942,

MEMORANDUM FOR
GENERAL MARSHALL
ADMIRAL KING
GENERAL ARNOLD

TO NOTE AND LET ME HAVE A
MEMORANDUM
F.D.R.




Prime ’nistar' 8 Department

Drn Evatt

Ll

IMMEDIATE
MOST SECRET

Your telegram Number PM5 of March 25th.

New Zealand have repeated to us extenslive comments
to Nash on the proposal of comblined Chlefs of Staff commlttee
for the divislon of Pacific theatre into a South West Pacifie
area under General MacArthur and a Southern Fecific area directly
under Washington. Chilefs of Staff have considered thils proposal
and the New Zealand Govermnment's observations and have submitted
the following reports:
Begins: Chlefs of Staff arestrongly opposed to the proposed
subdivlsion of the Paciflic srea. e agres with the comments of
the Prime Minister of New Zealand and urge th following additional
conslderations againat the proposal, It is essentlal to Australis
that Fi1ji1 and New Caledonia should be in the same area as Australis
because they are all Inter-dependent and from every polnt of view
must be consldered together. Australian line of communications
with the United States in through New Zeland Fiji and New
Gaiﬂdunia and the most effective and economic use of forces available
to defend the whole area depends upon there belng unlted command
80 that speedy reinforcement of any new polnts threatened can
be effected as necessary: Ends
2 For reasons set put in the above report we are opposed
to the proposed division of the Pacific theatre involving the
separation of Australia from New Zealand Fiji and New Caledonia.

It 1g desired that you cooperate with Nash on this question.

Regraded Unclassified
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3. Chlefs of Staff have also furnished the followlng
additional observations which are communicated for your informa-
tion and for discussion with the combined Chiefls of Steff or
Admiral King as aspproprlate: Begins:

While adhering to the proposals already made by the
Governments of Australias and New Zealand for the creating of an
Anzac area rather than what Is now proposed from Washlngton, we
would prefer that all naval forces in the Pacific should be putb
directly under the command of the U.S. Chiefs of Staff with a
view to ensuring the greatest concentration of naval forces at
the right place and time. This of course would Involve ﬁdm1£51
Glassford's force (comprising U.S. units from ABDA area now
based on Fremantle) being placed under the command of Admiral
Lowry. Ends.

This message has been repeated to the Prime Minlster

of New Zealand.
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