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BOX 169. 1. A-16/3 WARFARE ~-- PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: DNovember, 1941 - October, 1944.

Includes Narrative of Events Leading to War by Admiral Thomas C.
Hart and a narrative of the "Escape of Liwutenant Commander
Yelvyn H. McCoy, USN, from a Japanese Prison Camp in the
Philiprines.
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Jetobar 27, L944.

WEAORANDUM:

At 1145 - Huvy Publlc Relutlons (Lt-Comdr. -
deCarthy (Bxt. 2291)) called to say that

admirsl edwards had just pessed to them &

1ist of our losses in the recent action in

Philippine Waters. This list includes, in

addition to the PRINCLTON,

z CVEs
Z DDs
1 DE

Navy Public helstions requested White louse
clearance of an immediste communicue unnouncing
the above enumerated LOBEES.

At Aamirel Brown's airection 1 called Lt-
Comdr. Mctarthy at Le00 and requested thet this
communigue be held up until further word [rom
admirel brown. e (Li-Lomdr. McCarthy) informed
me ot this time that he hed recelved clearence
from Adniral bawards siace [irst culling us &%
1145 but that in view of Admirel Brown's recuest
they would hold up the communigue until they
hear further {rom Aomiral browm.

Regpectiully,
e I.l:iiw:h
1220 ~ 4 Cauuday Med > i sl
that ot wWoa 0t ableens th
v R
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Subjects: Katerial for President's Speech - Naval
Battle off the Philippines,

Enclosuraz (A) Nerretive,

i - The enclosed information is considsrsd suitabla
for inclusion in the Presidentts speach,

2. Throughowt the aceount which follows, East
longitude dates and times are used, BSince there 15 a 13 hour
difference between Washington time and Fhilippine time, the
use of Weat longitude dates would cause much confusion in
following the narrative,

Adigiral, U Navy.

dad.f
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UNITED STATES FLEET

HEADOUARTERS OF THIE COMMANDER N CHIEF

NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 28. D. C.

FF1/a12

e B

27007 1944

Subjects Material for President's Spesch = Naval
Battle off the Philippines,

Enclosuras (A) Harrative.

i The enclosed information is considered suitable
for inclusion in the President's epeech,

2. Throughent the sceount which follows, Bast
longitude dates and times sre used, Since thers iz & 13 hour
difference between Washington time and Philippine time, the
use of West longitude dates would eause much confusion in
fn].'iwing the narrative,
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JiFN A L OFF THE PEILIFPINES

1é The naval background for the sea action that has
recently been Touzht off the Fhilippines in which we have aduinisterad
a very severe defeat to the Japanese, started definitely on the
10th of October. On that day carrier eirereft of our Third Fleet

=7 struck the Japanese base of Okinews in the Ryuku Islands, Our same

forces made sustained attecks upon Formoss on the 12th end 13th,
end on the northern and central areas of the Fhilippines from the
11th to the 2lst,.

2e This magsive series of air attacks by the Third Fleet

covering an area of 1000 miles from north to south emd G600 miles
from east to west, served as cover to the marshalling and approach
of the ground forces of the Southwest Pscific area to Leyte, our
troops being embaried in and escorted by the Seventh Fleet. The
ettacks of the Third Fleet, assisted by units of the Army Air Forces,

“were highly succeasful and resulted in the destruction of mbout 1230
enemy plenas in the sir or on the ground, in the sinking of 187 sghips
end asmall craft and the probable ainking or demaging of 227 more as
well as tremendous demage to Japanese ground instellations, The enemy
reagted heavily and made meny air attecks. In spite of his cleims to
the contrary he did little damage to our forces. Our losses were
less then 100 plenes plus two cruisers dameaged by eireraft torpedoss,
Heither of these vessels has sumk,

S Cn the 18th the Ssventh Fleat arrived off ths entrance
to Leyte Gulf end disembarked Army troops which seized two small
islends. The main lendings on Leyte itself began on the 20th. Mean-
while the Seventh Fleet was pursuines its continuing tesk of giving
gun-fire and sir support to the Army, sweeping mines, end disembarking
troops end supplies.

4. At about thias time groups of Jepanese warshipa were
sighted coverging cn the Philippines from the direction of the
Agiatic mainland &8 well s from the Empire. Air and submerine forces
made attacks which damsged or sank o few of these vessels,

G. On the 23rd the situstion begen to crystallize when &
powerful force including battleships, eruisers and deatroyers was
located in the South Chine Sem Just west of the island of Palawan.
Another group was loceted west of Luzon., These forces were attacked,
a cruiser was sunk, end two others and a destroyer were demaped and

foreced into port.

. Eerly in the moming of the 24th we had located two
groups of heavy ships foreing their way through the Fhilippine erchipelago.

g
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The southern group, in at least two separante units and veriously re-
ported as gomprising 2 to 4 battleships, 4 to 8 cruisers and 10
destroyers, was in the Sulu Sea weat of Uindenao evidently advaneing
toward Surigeo Strait. This streit lies south of leyte end separates

it from Mindanao. The second group, comprising about four battleships,
8 erulszers end a dozen destroyers was in the Sibuyan Sea just east of
Hindoro, evidently bound for 3an Bermardino Strailt which lies betwean
Inzon and Semar, These two streits, Surigeo and San Bernardino, are the
only passages by which it is practicable for fleets to traverse the
Philippines and reach leyte from the westward. It was notable that there
wers no carriers with either of these Torces.

s In the mid-afternoon of the Z4th, carrier plenes of tha
Third Fleet located the enemy's carrier force, comprising 4 or § carriers,
£ to 4 battleships and several cruisers and destroyers about 250 milea
HE of Inzon. The 3 main elements of the Jap attack were now located.

8, Throughout the afterncon of the 24th both the Surigso and
San Bernardino groups were attacked by plenes of the Third and Seventh
Fleots. Much demage was done to the San Bernerdino force end it was
forced to turn weatward, though this later proved to be only temporary.

9. The Surigao force continued to advence into the strait.
About midnipght it was met by ths surface forces of the Seventh Fleat
ranging from PT boets to battleships, and the enemy summarily disposed
ofy The pext merning eight of the enemy ships, types sz yet not
definitely established, were seen to sink., It 18 probable that at least
one battleship was also sunk in the night action. This force has
evidently ceased to exist as an important fector.

10, Throughout the 25th the Third Fleet was fighting a
gseparate but related mction with the enemy carrier force 500 miles to
the north, east and northeast of Luzon. At about 11 o'clock our carrier
planes exploded end sank one of the enemy's largest carriers and demaged
two other cerriers and a cruiser so badly that they were dead in the
water. This enemy force thereupon began a rapid retreat with the Third
Fleet in hot pursuit. At about this time a large force of Jap planesa
attacked the Third Fleet. 150 of them were shot down but they did menage
to break through suf ficiently to cause the loss of the light cerrier
PRINCETGN and demage to 8 cruiser and two destroyers. The Third Fleet
continued its pursuit of the epemy ships until evening st which time the
Japa were delivered into the hends of waiting submarines., During this
phass of the battle some at least of the surface forces got into action,
and a light carrier and two cruisers were definitely sunk. In addition
a large carrier and two battleships were probahly sunk, By the morning
of the E6th the scattered remnants of this force had fled north to the
latitude of Formocaa.

11. i third battle developed on the 25th. The snemy force
which had apperently been turned beck from the western entrence of
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San Bernardino Strait on the afternocon of the 24th, evidently reversed
its course and slipped through that strait on the night of the Zith-
25th. It appeared about 60 miles northeast of Leyte Gulf at 7:30 A.M,
on the 25th. This force was repulsed in a gallant fight by the escort
carriers and their attendant destroyers and destroyer escorts of the
Seventh Fleet assisted by planes from cne of the Groups of the Third
Flest, By noon, at least one of the enemy cruisers had been seen to
sink, and & bettleship, a cruiser, and & destroyer were dead in the
water, Another enemy cruiser was seen in a sinking condition. This
enemy group then retired north westward, east of Samar, and retransited
San Bernardino Strait during the night. OUne of its crippled cruisera
was sunk by surface forces of the Third Fleet near the strait durling the
night of 25-26 Uctober. In the course of the day enemy shore besed air-
craft made several attacks. The escort carriers had to fight them off
while simultaneously repulsing the enemy surface forces,

1z, This enemy attack on Leyte Gulf caused damage to several
of our escort carriers, two of which have been reported sunk. There was
also loss and damege among our destroyers and destroyer escort vessels.

13. By the morning of the 26th, the situation was generally
gs follows: The enemy northern, or carrier, group was defeated with
heavy loss and had fled out of range to the northward. The center, or
San Bernardino Strait group, had retired westward to the vicinity of
Mindoro Island, Its remaining four battleships, six cruisers, and ten
destroyers were heavily dameged and were still under attack by planes of
the Third Fleet. The southern, or Surigac Strait, group was dis-
integrated completely and only a few units, which were apparently trying
to hide in the passages of the numerous islands, remeined in existence,

L. The losses inflicted on the enemy in this series of cpera-
tions are deamed to be as follows:

In the preparatory Kyuku, Formosa,; Philippine strikes -

1230 planes destroyed
414 war and merchant ships sunk or damaged.

In the Sea Battles of the Philippines =

3 to 4 battleships sunk or probably sunk, & to
8 damaged.
2 carriers sunk, 1l probably sunk.
( L  cruisers sunk, 5 probably sunk, numercus
damaged
10 destroyers probably sunk.
At least 200 planes shot down.
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15, Based on all available reports, our losses
in this series of actions were the PRINCETON, two escort
carriers, two destroyers and one destroyer escort sunk,

16. The Third Fleet is commanded by Admiral
W.F. HALSEY, The Seventh Fleet, which operates under the
operational direction of Bunarai MacArthur, is commanded
by Vice Admiral T.C. KINKAID. The Seventh Fleet includes
ships of the Australian Navy.

Regraded Unclassified




‘We lost fewer than 100 planes.

Only two of our ships were damaged and none were sunk.

In the great sea battles which began on the twenty-third of October,
the Third Fleet and the Seventh Fleet inflicted the following losses on the
Japanese:

3 to 4 battleships sunk or probably sunk
2 carriers sunk, one probably sunk
4 cruisers sunk, 5 probably sunk
10 destroyers probably sunk
6 to 8 battleships demaged
Numerous cruisers damaged
At least 200 enemy planes were shot down.

We loet only one iznt carrier{ the mnc:rag} two escort carriers,
two destroyers and one destroyer escort. A few of our ships were damaged, but
we do not yet know how severely.
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victories we have won in returning to the Philippines.
on the tenth of October the Third Fleet began a [assive, !’imﬂr

attacks over an area of 1,000 miles from north to soutn and 600 miles from east

to west.
The Third Fleet assisted by the Army Adr Forces destroyed 1,230 enemy
planes,

‘¥e lost fewer than 100 planes.

Only two of our ships were damaged and none were sunk.

In the great sea battles which began on the twenty-third of October,
the Third Fleet and the Seventh Fleet inflicted the following losses on the
Japanase:

3 to 4 battleships sunk or probably sunk
2 carriers sunk, one probably sunk
L cruisers sunk, 5 probably sunk
10 destroyers probably sunk
6 to B battleships damaged
Numerous cruisers damaged
At least 200 enemy planes were shot down.

We lost only one light curriur( the PRIHEETDH) two escort carriers,
two destroyers and one destroyer escort. A few of our ships were damaged, but
we do not yet know how severely.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 19- 19“-

MR, ELMFR DAVIE.

Admiral Brown authorized me to
send you this ocopy of & statement you
are interestsd in, At the same time

under no clrcumstances mus
realeased until it and the other announce-
ments are given to the Press by the
White House. In the meantime it is
requested that it be kept TOP BECERET.

Very respectfully,

W. M. Rigdon,
uﬂmt{,‘ﬂ’ m-,
Office of the Haewval Adde to the
Presideat.

i
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October 19, 1944«

MENOFANDUM FOR SECRETARY EARLI¢

Bubjects Press Relesses in Reference to HeeArtbur
Landing io the Philippines This Date.

1. Tha President hus directed thet copies of
the following messages be delivered to you the moment
we receive authentic information thet Machrtbur hes
lunded in the Philippinesi-

(a) A mesesge of congretulstione froam the
President to Macdrthur.
(b) A message of congretulatione from the
Propident to Nimits and Halsey. 4
(c) A massage to Maghrihur for delivery o
to President Oszens as & pessage for %
,ﬂ — the Filipine people from President
Roosevelt.
(d) 4 press release - messuge {Toa the
President to the people of the Unlted
Stetes announcing the return of our
arased forces to Philippine territory.

2. Whils the Prealdent has stated that he
wishes enclosure (d) to be given to the press, it

is my understanding that coples o f'uuut.hnrm.qu
ars given to you to be used or mot used st your -
digoretion. I rather think the Precident would like
them all releassd unless you think we are over-doing it.

WILSON BROWN.

Regraded Unclassified



BECRET 7 Herch 1944.

My dear Mr. President,

Purther reference iz mede to your letter of Februery
23, 1944, relitive to the sssistance reguested by the governor
of Iloile, Temac Confesor.

The submerine Neutilus is being ordered te report to
Generel MesArthur fer the esmployment suggested.

Eincerely youre,

/s/ FRANELIN D. ROOSEVELT.

Regraded Unclassified




COMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER 1N CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C

FFL/A4-3

SECRET

7 MARI1544

Bubjectt Enployment of USS NAUTILUS.
Raferences (a) My memorandum of 3 March 1944.

Encloguret (A) Draft of letter to President Manuel L.
Quegon.

1. Reference (&) advised Fresident Queson that he
* would be notified when & decision was reached relative to the
employment of USS NAUTILUS.

2. Enclosure (A), informing him of the decision in
the premises, is submitted herewith.

- ¥ A b e v

Regraded Unclassified



3 Harch 1944.

SECRET

My dear Yr. President,

This will acimowledge receipt of your letter of February
23, 1944, relative to the appeal for assistance you raceived from
the goveraor of Iloilo, Tomas Confessor.

Oovernor Confessor's refusal to surrender to the Japansse
has gained for him the admiration and respect of all who are aware
of the distressing situation in which he has been placed. I agree
with you that his letter to Mr. Caram, holding that adherence to
the high principles involved le dearer than life itself, is &
remarkable document, and I am sure that it reflects the views of the

Mlipino people.

I shall be grateful to you if you will tranamit to Governor
Confeseor our anpreciation of hie loyalty and of his devotion to
the canse for which we are fighting. Tou may say to him, aleo,
that we are confident that he will be able to continue his
succeaaful resistance until the military situation ie sufficlently
advanced to permit not only his rescus but the liberation of the
entire Philipnine Commonwealth. Both you and he may rest assured
that although it is not posaible to predict the exact date, the
destruction of the Japanese Emmire 1s certain.

The advisabllity of employing the submarine Nautilus ss
suggested in your letter is being teken up with Gensrsl Mscdrthur,
As moon ae a decision 1s resched you will be notified.

With all good wishes for the success of your efforte,
and with highest personal regards, I am

b
k
4
??‘

= President Mannel L. Quesonm,
: Nantilus Hospitel,
Hiami Beach, Florida.

Simeerely yours,

/8/ FRAMKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
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COMINCH FILE UNITED STATES FLEET
HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D. C.

SECRET st

Subject: Employment of U.S.8. NAUTILUS.

1. A draft of & reply to President Quezon's letter
of Februery 23, 1944, is submitted herewiih.
24 Gepersl Marshall comcurs in the proposed reply.
U L]
E.LD.

Regraded Unclassified



1 January 1944,

MEZMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT!

Subject: Philippine bases, subsequent to
granting independence.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have been advised that
in the course of discussions regarding the pending Joint
Resolutions adveneing the date of Philippine Inde endence
President Quezon has expressed the apinfon that the United
States should now stipulate what bases will be required in
the Ehilippinﬂ Tslands after their independence has been
granted.

We have givan careful conslderation to the prac-
ticability of specifying at this time the wvarious base fa-
cilities that will be required for the full and mutual pro-

tection of the h%ili pine Islands and of the United States.
hile s

We find that w tes for certain installations could
now be selected with some assurance, it is gquite imprac-
ticable to compile at this time any definitive 1list in
final form. Indeed we feel that we must provide for con-
tinuing review and adjustment of our military and naval re-
quirements in the Philippines in the light of the changing
strategic situation and the development of the means of
waging war in the future. We believe the wording of the
ending Joint Resolutions vests digereti authority in
he President of the United States to withhold or acquire
and to retain such bases, necessary appurtenances to such
bases and the rights incident thereto as he may deem neces-

SATY .
For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

m&%n. LEAHY,

Admiral, U.S. Navy,
Chief of Staff to the
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy.




.'ﬁm%f ‘ .
A0 ﬁ;nus/ :
UNITED STATES NAVAL FORCES [.1-3

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA

Malbourne, Austrslia,
June 19; 1942.

416-3 of June 16, 1942.

From: The Commander U.S5. Nawval Forces,
Southwest Pacific Area.
To: The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

Subject: Surrender of Corragidor = Scuttling of the
U.5.5. QUATL - Escape of sixteen men and iwo
officers, account of the trip in a 36 foot
motor lsunch from Corregidor to Darwin,
Australis, nerretive report of.

1. Forwarded.



CONFIDENTIAL

(y) Coffee was boiled in an ordinary bucket, the
bottom of which fit into the improvised stove. In
agcordance with U. 5. Navy custom, coffee was boiled
and consumed at all hours of the daylight except in the

very roughest weather.
(z) List of officers and crew of boat is as follows:

Lisutenant Commander John H. Morrill, U. S. Mavy (2270).
Gunner Donald C. Taylor, U. 3. MNavy, (10749(.

STEELE, James Howard, 376 61 67, C.M.M. (AA), U.S.N.
WEINMANN, Charles Ernest, 371 67 67, C.M.M. (Ah), U.S.N.
CUCINELLO, Nicholas George, 228 28 71, C.W.T. (AA), U.S.N.
HEAD, George William, 278 97 86, C.Ph.M. (AA), U.S.N.
BINKLEY, Philip Martin, 341 98 83, S.M.le, U.5.N.
RICHARDSON, Bruce Roland, 321 25 68, M.M.le, U.S.N.
STRINGER, Jobhn Samuel, 381 20 15, M.M.lc, U.S.N.
EIISHER, Glenn m, ]‘1& 4‘? 4?1 "-I-lﬂ-, U.5.H.

MEEKER, Jack Forest Jr., 381 18 37, W.T.lc, U.S.N.
WOLSLEGEL, Edward Stanley, 234 09 53, W.T.le, U.S5.N.
BLLEI, lelﬂ.ﬂ, 310 93 49’ E-H-Ec, U.5:H.

m, Hﬂlph ﬂmnl, 393 27 m, E-.-EE, 0.5.M.
NEWQUIST, Ralph Waldo, 342 14 59, G.M.2e, U.S5.N.
WATKINS, Earl Bevlin, 287 33 90, E.M.2c, U.S.N.

RANKIN, Raid Ortumas, 346 76 66 Cox., U.S.N.

BERCIER, Lyle Joseph, 328 71 67, G.M.3c, U.S.H.

J. H. MORRILL

e s Regraded Unclassified
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CONFIDENTIAL

(n) A plentiful supply of medical materisls were
parried in boat and pharmaclst's mate frequently treated
natives, effecting good-will thersby.

(o) The following arms were carried in the boat:
Four automatic rifles, six rifles, eleven pistola -
sdequate ammunition for each type.

(p) About $600, pert U. S. and part Philippine cur-
rency, was carried by the party, belonging to individuals
but pooled together.

(q) Most beaches were inaccessible for landing at
low water. Usual practice was to beach bow of boat on
the flood tide with stern anchor out to provide for a
quick getaway.

(r) Throughout the Indies and the Philippines, Fortune
Island 1ight was the only lighthouse sighted in operation.

(s) Camouflaging boat with green tree ches was
affective but boughs had to be carefully to aide
of bout to prevent tide water from washing them away and
revealing the lines of the hull. At close distances,
however, boat shape could be discerned.

(t) The range of the tide in the Dutch East Indies
is great and boats of considerable size - 50 tons -
can be landed over the reefs end beached at high water.

(u) BSo far as is known, the part was not sighted
and recognized by the enemy &t eny time on the Journey.

(v) No fishermen were present in the party. Many
attempts were made but no fish were caught.

(w) Except for rice, the natives appeared to have
sufficient food, both in the Philippines and the Indies.
In the Philippines, it was reported that the natives had,
on & wide scale, deliberataly mbstained from planting
rice in order to embarrass the enemy.

(x) The men constructed a stove out of a five-
gallon lubricating oil can and used this stove on the
boat underway to cook rice and boil coffee. Wood from
ashors was broken up into short lengths and carried
aboard for this stove.

“14-

SRFE L o e ‘ i
i s Regraded Unclassified




CONFIDENTIAL

of prevailing winds and 4 to 5 degress of compass
course were allowed for them on the two long legs of
the journey. Magnetic compass was checked with Polaris
on various headings as long as that star was swvailable.

(e) Eight boxes of emergency rations were loaded
in boat at Corregldor - later augmented by purchases of
canned goods ashore.

(f) Diet consisted of sardines, corned beef, viemnna
sausages, rice, tinned tomatoes - fresh fruits, when
obtained ashore, consisting of cocoanuts, papayas,
bananas (the favorite of all the food). Large quantities
of coffee, some sugar and canned milk were also purchased
ashore.

(g) Eight 5-gallon weter breakers were carried.
Later, as diesel drums were emptied, they were burned
out and filled with fresh water. As much as 150 gullons
of water was carried in the boat and used for cooking
rice, coffee, eto.

(h) Lookouts were constantly postad, one in bow,
ona in stern, of boat underway. Engineer and coxswain
(one officer) also assisted in lockout duty. In the
most dangerous parts of the trip, two additional lockouts
were posted, provided four guadrant coversage. AMAshore,
lookouts were posted on hills, points of land, etc.

411 lockouts were skilled from many months of the same
duty and wers believed to be superior to enemy lookouts.

(1) HNo radio was carried in bost.
(j) Cook was MEEKER, J.F., WTle. U.S.N.

(k) Starter battery was watered with ship's dis-
tilled water saved and set rside in one braaker.

(1) Doubtful water was sterilized by pharmacist's
mate using iodine dr ps (no dysentery — no serious sick-
ness of any kind during trip. Men galned weight and
strength during trip.)

(m) HNo bedding was carried. Landing force ponchos
wers used for bedding and cover, augmented by a few
blankets, coats, etc., taken from the tug RANGER. During
their first stop ashore of twe days, men slept in a
rocky gully on sharp jagged rocks in complete relaxationm,
due to their previcus exhsustion at the Corregidor siege.

13-
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CONPIDENTIAL

which there was nome present at the net, we proceeded around
the western end of the net through a gap, sbout 100 yards wide,
between the net and a shoal, and which showed sixteen feet of
water by soundings (tide almost low water). Proceeding on
into the harbor, we were not challenged nor our presence
apparsntly noted until we stopped just off the dock at the
control station in the inner harbor.

34. On arrival, we reportad to the U. 5. Army
authorities present in the area and were well taken care of
by the commanding officer of the 49th Pursult Gmup.

35. The following is submit ted as statistical and
possibly human interest information:

(a) Boat: 36 foot Navy motor launch - diesal engine.
Boat survived trip in excellent econdition.

{b) Total mileage of route taken: 2000 miles even.
Average speed: 5 knots (estimated)
Total diesel oil consumed: 495 gnllons.
Miles per gallon: 4.04.
Total lubricating oil used: 20 gallons.
Mechanical difficulties with engine: Nome.
(Engine was out of adjustment before start of trip but,
once overhauled, ran perfectly. Starter battery ran
down once.)

(c) Nine drums of diesel oil were carried st start
of trip and two were purchassd later. Boat was over-
loaded during early stages of journey but, by time open
sea was reached, was in good trim.

(d) No sextant was carried in boat ss none was
avallable. Good charts of Philippine area were used
but enly one "large-scale small-ares" chart of East
Indles and Australis was obtalned. One large persaonal
watch, owned by one of the men, was used for navigstion.
This watch kept excallent time. Parallel rules and
dividers wers carried. OUne of the men constructed an
improvised sextant. Latitude was obtained at noon.
Longitude was checked with sunrise, sunset, moonrise
and moonset. A nautlcal almanac was obtained, but no
Bowditch or other navigational books were available.
Celestial navigation provided only the roughest of
checks. Ocean currents were estimated from strength

=13
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CONFIDENTIAL

30. At Taam, we beached our boat and inserted a new
stern bearing on the propellar shaft, which our englneer had
whittled out of some hard driftwood which he had found. The
natives at Taam were somewhat antagonistie, but caused no real
troubls. It is belleved, however,that their attitude was not
the result of the war but, rathar, because of Taam being &
center of Mohammedanism. They were vehement in expressing
their desire to have us leave at the earliest possible moment,
and were cbnoxious in many amall petty ways. The natives of
Taam also indicated the same six weeks period since sighting
Japanese ships or planes. At Taam, as elsewhere in the East
Indies i:lands we visited, the Japanese had never landed. They
had only seen thelr ships at a distance or planes overhead.

31, We loft Taam on the morning of May 30th and
again took refuge from heavy weather behind the island of
Molu (alsc spelled Moloe) on the morning of May 31st. At
Molu, the natives appeared to be of a different race, being
lighter and more nearly like Filipinos. The natives were more
friendly st Molu than in any other Dutch island we visited.
While we didn't inform them we were Americars, they seemed to
know it and to be well disposed toward the Allied cause. Thay
did not run up a white flag. Again, the natives told us they
had never encountersd any Japanese and had not seen any Japanese
plenes or ships for about the same period of six weeks. At
Molu, the natives said they thought there had been Japanese on
the island of Yamdena (Jamdena) but that they were no longer
there. One native said he intended to go to Darwin scon on a
native trading vessel, but we suspected this was merely an
effort to "draw us out" as to our intentions.

32. As the weather sbated somewhat, we left Molu
aarly the morning of June Znd, proceeded eastward between
Mordate and Larat, and thence south, heading for Melville
Island, Australia. En route, the weather was wery rough and
equally, and uncomfortable for a small bout. Om the evening
of June 4th, we made our landfall on the north comst of Melville
Island and proceeded through the Straits of Apeli, stopping at
the two Catholic missions em route, whers we were very wall
recelved and pleased to receive our first relisble reports of
world events.

33. Leaving Melville on the night of Juna 5th, we
arrived off Darwln about 0900, June 6th. There, we perceived
an anti-submarine net across the harbor. After waiting some
minutes for a challenge or instruetions from harbor eraft, of
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26. Leaving the Jeff Family group the night of May
24th, we headed southweastward for Pisang Island, and thence
south to a small uninhabited island just north of Ticor. Hera,
we had difficulty with our starter battery due to & ground in
the lighting system to the magnetic compass. MNumerous unsuc-
cepsaful attempts were made to start the diesel engine by crank-
ing. We then laid ecvernight in a rather exposed anchorage, with
a heavy sea running, and made preparations to use the sails in
the morning. This was a discouraging prospect, as the prevail-
ing wind of south-southeast would probably permit no better
destination than Portuguess Timor and our heavy boat was with-
out centaer board and was, at the best, a poor sallboat. Howevar,
in the morning, one of the crew members devised a "tackla-
leverage" system whereby we were able to erank the engine with
its propeller shaft and to start the engine. We then moved
over to Ticor and landed at that pluce on May 27th.

27. At Ticor, there was one native who could speak
English, and we cbtained more fresh water and provisiens by
means of barter (natives of Dutch Eamst Indies would not accept
American or Philippine currency). At Ticor, the natives
repaorted that they had not seen any Japaness ships or airecraft
for about six weeks. Leaving Ticor, the night of May 27th, we
procesded scuthward in heavy westher and took refuge behind the
island of Eur (Keor on some charts) on the morning of May 28th,

28. At Eur, the natives holsted white flags on our
approach, as they had also at Sajafi and Ticor. Thers was,
also, one native "lugger" of about fifty foot length in the
harbor, which first hoisted a white flag and then hoisted a
Japanese flag, and finally hauled down their Japanese flag
when they saw we wers white men. With the arms we had, we
felt capable of coping with the "lugger" but did not setually
find any Japanese abomrd, the crew being natives. At Kur, we
encountered a school teacher who could speak good English and
who told us that the entire island of MNew Guinea, the islands
of Hew Zealand and Tasmania, were all occupled by the Japanese,
and that he had heard it over his radio mbout two weeks previously.

29. Leaving Kur the afternoon of May 28th, we pro-
ceeded southward, still encountering heavy weather, and took
refuge that night behind the ialand of Fado (also spelled Fadol).
There, the natives wers slightly more friendly than in the
previous East Indies islands, snd gave us gquantities of water
and cocoanuts. They also indicated the same six weeks period
since sighting Japanese ships or planes. As our stern tube
bearing needed renewal, and as there was no beach available
for repeirs at Fado, we proceeded on the morning of May 29th
to the islaund of Team, a short distance away.

;:
.1.
!
&

=10-

g S o il

C-0-P-¥

Regraded Unclassified




L—-———-ﬂ—-‘r-l -—— e | . B e g o o]

CONFIDERTTAL

not starving but they were definitely short of food. The natives
wera, however, planting extensivsly and, in a short time, would
have food. In spite of their lack of food and fresh water,
they gave us some of each of what 1ittle they had. They also
gave us lumber which we used for decking over the forward part
of the boat to make it more seaworthy in heavy weather. WNo
Japaness had ever been in Port Lamon but were reported to be

in the city of Surigao in considerable numbers. We had
intended to stay over at Port Lemon for another day to com—
plete our decking work, but about 2200, the night of May 18th,
a native came running down to the boat, informing us that the
"Japs" were entering the harbor in power boats and that their
families had taken to the hills. We listened, and cbaerved
that approximately six of the same type patrol boats we had
seen near Fortuns Island passed close by, but departad to the
southward along the coasat.

23. About 2300, we left Port Lamon. As we were
leaving the harbor, some natives came swimming out to the boat
with another drum of diesel oil, which they had promisad
previously. They did this in spite of their obvious great
fear of the Japanese. We then headed eastward, proceeding 100
miles, to clear any posalble air or sea patrol lanes. On May
19th, we set a southerly course for the island of Morotal in
the Halmabera group, where we arrived on the morning of May 22nd,
off the northeast tip. En route, we had arranged to eross the
possible air lane route between ﬁnlmr and Mindanao at night.
No planes or ships were sighted during this passage.

2. On May 22nd, we atteampted to land at the small
village of Beri Beri on Morotai but, as we approached the beach,
we observed a small lsunch flying the Japanese merchant flsg,
80 we changed our course and proceedsd southward, arriving at
the small island of Sajafi the morning of the 23rd. At Sajafi,
we obtained quantities of fresh proviasions and fresh water from
the natives, bartering articles of clothing and using the sign
language. The natives there, as elsewhere in the East Indies
islands where we stopped, wers indifferent, favoring neither
cne side nor the other. They didn't refuse to trade, but in
every case, in some way, they would make it evident they wished
we would depart as soon as possible. They knew where thers was & war
going on, and our presence embarrassed the, but in no case
did they cause any trouble. They also mede 1t understood that
no Japanese vessels or aircraft had been sighted for some time.

25. Leaving Sajafi, the night of May 23rd, we headed
southeastward, pessing northward of Geg Island and then south
to & small uninhabited island of the Jeff Family group. Between
Gag Island and the Jeff group, we sighted to the eastward two
power—driven launches flying no flag, which we consequently

did not identify.
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days of May lith, we passed sround the southwestward end of
Masbate Island, and arrived off the northern end of Cebu the
morning of the 15th. No enemy plenes or ships had been sighted
since the Verde Islend passage. As we left Cebu, contlnuing
eastward, we passed one Japanese tanker, {lylng their merchant
flag and heading southward between Cebu and Leyte. We passed
the tanker about 3000 yards in broad daylight, but we kept our
el below the punweles of the boat and the encounter
passed without incident. About 1300, May 15th, we landed at
Tabango on the northwest coast of Leyte. Thers we encountered
' more friendly natives and purchased some camned goods from a
Chinese store. We also purchased a drum of diesel oil and ten
gallons of lubricating oil. At Tabango, the natives reported
that small detachments of Japanese soldlers were billeted on
the north shore of Cebu Island. They also sald there were small
enemy garrisons at Tacloban, Leyte, and at Catbalogan, Samer,
in both which places Fil-American troops were then in the process
of turning themselves in, in mccordance with the surrender terms.
Thay alsc reported that é-nvarnnr Vinson still continued to lead
guerills troope in the Camarines provinces and had not surrendered
with the other forces. We were also informed that the San
Bernadino Straits were closely guarded by ships and patrol
vessels. HNo Japenese had ever beem in Tebango.

21. The word of our arrival in Leyte spread quickly
and we left hurriedly the night of May 15th, just as & small
fast unidentified power boat entered Tabango Bay. We proceeded
southward through the Camotes Sea and continued on, the day of
the 16th. FHRounding the southern tip of Leyte, we continued on
eastward through the Surigno Strait, using the south passage,
south of Binegat Island. No ships or planes were sighted in
this area. No mines were sighted in the straits, but our
shallow draft would undoubtedly allow us to pass over them and
we assumed the strnits to be mined due to the absence of patrol
vessels. Continuing on south, alcng the east coast of Mindanso,
we arrived at a small un-named cove in the vicinity of Tendag
on the morning of May 17th. We landed our boat inside the cove
in a very concealed spot as the cove bends arcund in such a way
as to ocut off visibility from the sea. There, wa cbtained
fresh water and a few more fresh provislons from the natives.
Ho Japanese were reported in this area.

22. Leaving the cove the night of May 17th, we ran
into heavy weather and rain sgqualls and landed the next morning
at Port Lamon. There, we found that the docks snd the lumber
camp at that place had bean demolished by a severs typhoon on
the 18th of April. Their radioc transmlitting and receiving station

was intact, but not In operation. The natives at that place wera
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some headway and passed the line, only to have the boat
break down, and we drifted back through the line again.
engine was socn repaired, however, by working under & canvas
with a flashlight, and we re-passed the line. In the mean-
we had sighted and identified the following eraft, anchored
at the southwest end of Malacaban, one enemy tanker
large muxiliary vessel. A little to the eastward, there
enemy destroyers, and at the eastern end of the island
re two very large submarines. Proceeding on, we passed
to the westward and them the northward of Verde Island. Anchored
at the southwest end of Verde Island, there was another vessel,
not clearly made out, sbout the size of s destroyer. Looking
astern and to north of Malacaban, there mppeared to be other
vessals. As we passed between Verde Island and the Luzon main-
land, two lights on the shores, one on Verde Island and one on
Luzon, followed our progress, keeping us exactly between them,

as though there were & sound detection device in that passage.
We passed beyond them without further incident, however, and
rounded the point, and reached the small barric of Digas by
daylight, the 10th of May.

:

TIHIL
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18. At Digas, the friendly nativés geve us some
(and sold us some) very waluable supplies such as rice and
fresh fruit. They also cut and fashioned bamboo mess gear for
us, as we had none. MNo Japanese had ever been in Digas, but
smell garrisons of six men or so were reported to be stationed
at nearby inland towne. Leaving Digas the night of May 10th,
we arrived near the barric of Bondoe in the Bondoe Peninsula,
the morning of May 11th. At that place, the natives were also
very friendly although that province (Tayabas) was formerly the
center of the Sakdalista area. According to the natives, few,
if any, of the Sakdalists members are now pro-Japanese, and all
the known pro—Japanese Filipinns have been killed by patriotic
natives. No Japanese had ever been in Bondoe slthough it was
reported there were small groups in the towns north of Bondoe
and particularly st Lucena.

19. We remained two days at Bondoc and thoroughly
overhauled our boat engine. On May 12th, a Filipine trading
banca came in with a copy of a Japanese controlled Manils news—
paper, which informed us that by the terms of Genearal Weinwright's
surrender, all the forces in the Philippines, including Mindanao,
had been ordered to surrender. We accordingly, at that time,
started preparing ourselves for continuing our journey on to
Austrelia. The natives made a bamboo mast and boom for us,
gave ue cordage, etc. h

20. The night of May 13th, we left Bondoe, heading 5
southward through the Sibuyan Ses. Continuing on, during the
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marker buoy in Hamilo Cove. The morning of the 8th, five more
patrol boats made the trip to Corregidor and returned southward
about 1300. Japanese ships made no effort to use Manila Bay us
far as we could see from our hiding place in Hamilo Cove. About
1900, one destroyer entered Looc Cove and anchored, but none
entered our cove and, at 2000, we departed on & southerly course
along the comst. As we passed Looc Cove, we sighted the cutlines
of three enemy destroyers in formation abeem on a southerly
course to seaward of us. These destroyers might have been
running & sound screen &s there was much signalling with blinker
guns between them. Shortly afterwards, we sighted another
destroyer entering a cove south of Looec Cove and also sighted
numercus patrol beats, poseibly nine, to the southward. Three
of the patrol boats appesred toc be patrolling between Fortune
Islend and Masugbu. We then changed course to the westward

to pass outside of Fortune Island, the three sound screen
destroyere having in the measntime passed on to the southward.

On resaching a position north of Fortune Island, we headed south
and approached Fortune Island cautiously. Three more patrol
boats were sighted between Fortune Island and the Lubang group,
but were somewhat wider spaced. Watching for the opportunity

we slipped between Fortune Island and the inmer patrol boat
just after it had turned away from the island on ite patrol.

16. Continuing southeastward from Fortune Island
without further contacts, we arrived off the southwest coast of
Luson at daybresk and enchored just outside the reef as we were
unable to approach the shore at that point becsuse of the reef.
During the day, we re-painted the boat black, toock off the
taffrail, and otherwise tried to disguise it as best we could.
Ships' masts near the Lubang group of lslands were sighted
during the day, but none approached our area. Six enemy medium
bombers were sighted leaving Manila, heading southwestward,
about 13mi

17. At 2000, the night of the 9th of May, we pro-
ceeded southward, and then eastward, through the Verde Island
paBsage. As we approached Malscaban Islsnd, there appeared to
be suspicious cbjects to the north of it, so we passed to the
southward about midway between Malacsban and Mindoro. There,
we also encountered difficulty as there were two lines of patrol
boats—one line between the scuthwest end of Malacaban end
Mindoro, the other between the southesst end of Malacaban and
Mindoro. The night was very dark and we passed between the
patrol boats of the first line without difficulty, but when
we reached a position midway between the boats of the second
line, we experienced & strong current, and remained in that
relative position for nearly three and one-half hours. Finally,

~b—
C-0-P-Y

Regraded Unclassified

}
|
!
:

ot

= L



R ———

we sighted two Japanese destroyers to seaward about cne mlle,
patrolling on north-south courses between Fortune Islend and
Olongapo, and another destroyer and a patrol boat blocking our
path to the sou . We sccordingly turned in at Hamllo
Cove, intending to take refuge until such time as the patrol
was relexed. We landed our boat on & beach in the cove with
a stern anchor out, and proceeded to camouflage it with green
tree branches.

13. About 0700, May 7th, while we were still at work
camoufleging the boat, two enemy sesplanes flew cver the coast
line, one passing directly over us at sbout 500 foot altitude.
These planes apparen did not sight us as they did not cirele
or inspect the area. the day, the enemy continued the

trol between Fortune Islend and Olongapo, using two destroyers
modern type) and a minesweeper (new type with general sppear-
ance of destroyer except the after deck was flat and cleared
sxcept for a reel which looked to be a megnetic cable resl.
Vessel had two antiaireraft guns, one forward, one aft, with
splinter shields, and apparently splinter shields on bridge -
one stack - typical Japanese foremast and stern.) During the
day, this minesweeper led a column of sixteen patrol boats of
about 150 tons each, diesel powered (very loud exhaust heard
even at three :lilus. and with general appearance of small inter-
igland cargo ships. This group proceeded north in the morning
and returned in the afterncon, heavily laden with persomnel,
seen from & distance as standing up and closely packed together.
It is probable these were priscners from Corregidor bound for
Fortune Islend. BEstimated at 150 men per ship, the total would
be about 2400 men.

14. At about 1900, in the evening twilight as we
were preparing to leave the cove, a Japanese destroyer entered
Hamilo Cover and anchored a few hundred yards from our bost.

I entering the cove, the destroyer's gum were trained in
(during dey, gumewere continuously trained to the sky) and
rangefinder secured, crew were at muster quarters on deck, and
lookouts were apperently very poor as we had ascertained for
gurselves that from similar short distances the outline of our
boat was clearly visible. Throughout the night, we stood ready
with rifles and sutomatic rifles, but the destroyer did not
sight us and left the cove shortly after dawn.

15. Turing daylight on the 8th of May, the enemy
continued their patrol, and we were able to estimate that thelr
destroyers remain underway during daylight hours and that avery
other night each destroyer has a night off and anchors in one
of the coves along the coast - Hamilo, Looc, etc. The Japanese
had erected a system of range markers ashore and an anchorage
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charte, etc. from this tug (the RANGER). Diesel oil in drums
was obtained from several other ship's bomte in the vieinity
to a total of 450 gallons. (It had been practice for each ship's
boat to earry seversl drume of diesel oll in case the ships
were sunk and there were a mumber of ship's boats anchored
singly and spreed out over the harbor.) Our plan at that time
was to proceed to Mindanao to contect our U. S. Army forces at
that place. We did not scuttle the tug RANGER as we thought
its commanding officer and crew intended to return from Fort
Hughes to it and effect an escape themselves. Later events
prevented this, however, and it is probable that this tug is
in enemy hands.

10. At nightfsll, we proceeded to Fort Hughes to pick
up the remainder of our crew at that place. It appeared hope-
less to attempt to rescue those on Corregidor. There was some
delay in locating and collecting the members of the crew at
Fort Hughes, and it was carefully explained to each man that
if ecaught they would undoubtedly be shot by the enemy and that
the enemy had & very eclose picket line cordon of patrol boats
and destroyers around the bay. Six men and two officers, while
they did not refuse to come with us, appeared so shaken mentally
and exhsusted physically that it was considered unwise to take
them end were left st Fort Hughes. The remaining sixteen and
the same officer previously menticned (Gumner Taylor) were
enthusiastically desirous of making the attempt snd, at 2215,
May 6th, we departed on the journey, intending if possible to
proceed to Mindanao to join our U. 5. Army forces at that place.

11. At 2230, while we were leaving the bay, the
enemy laid down a full barrage on Ceballo Island (Fort Hughes)
8imiler to the one laid down on Corregidor the previous night.
At 2330, they fired a green rocket und the barrage ceased. It
is believed that enemy troops landed on Caballo at thet time
and completed the investment of that place. It is known that
many casuslties resulted from ememy fire during the day while
the white flags were flying, and it is believed that many more
resulted when the enemy armed ground troops attacked our own
disarmed forces. Throughout the night, the next day, May 7th,
and until noon, Msy 8th, the enemy continued artillary fire
and bombing attacks on the forts, as we were able to discern
from our hiding place in Hamilo Cove only five miles awey .

In the enemy controlled newspaper zccount which we obtained
about a week later, they wention the 8th of May ms the official
date of surrender, but the fact is that fire wns continued for
a full forty-eight hours after the actual surrender.

12, On leaving Manila Bay, we continued on down
the coust at a very slow speed (about three knots) due to our
heavily laden boat. About 0100, May 7th, the moon came up, and
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Only one gun ot Fort Hughes remsined in action, and this gun
(mortar) was being used to fire on the ridge at Monkey Point
(Corregidor) until about 0900 when orders from Corregidor were
received for it to cease fire. At daylight, heavy and dive
bombers also attacked Fort Hughes but could not add much to
the heavy artillery fire. About 1030, May 6th, orders were
received by landwire from headquarters (Corregidor) to destroy
the contents of all safes. About 1100, May 6th, orders were
received from the Commandant to scuttle all ships. This order
applied to the U.S5.S. QUAIL and possibly to the U.5.5. LUZON
and U.5.5. OAHU, the letter two vessels having been previously
completealy wrecked by shell fire and were them in a slowly
sinking condition with their crews ashore st Fort Hughes.
Immedintely after receipt of this message from the Commandent,
Sixteenth Naval District, all further communication with that
officers was lost. At this time, it was slsoc reported to the
Colonel commanding Fort Hughes that white flegs had been holsted
on Melinta Hi11 (Corregidor), followed shortly thereafter by
white flags on Fort Frank (Carabou) and Fort Drum (Fraile).
Fort Hughes, however, did not immedistely follow suit.

Ts About 1115, May 6th, the scuttling party, con-
sisting of the commanding officer, gumnery officer and four
enlisted men of the engineer force, left Fort Hughes to embark
in their boat at the Fort Hughes dock. The ship's boet had,
however, been sunk in the meantime by a shell so the party was
forced to swim ocut to mnother boat anchored about 200 yerds
off shors. Reaching the boat safely, they proceeded to the
U.5.5. QUAIL under dive bomber strafing and machine gun fire
from the Corregidor shore. Fortunately, they were not hit
and pucceeded in scuttling the ship. On thelr return, they
noted that Fort Hughes had also hoisted the white fleg and
that enemy troops surrounded Melinta Hill on Corregidor.

They accordingly tock refuge on a small deserted tug boat
near the Caballo shore and remained there in hiding for the rest
of the daylight hours. :

8. Throughout the afterncon of May 6th, the enemy
continued his artillery fire, heavy bombing and dive bombing
attacks on the forts, and time end again the white flags were
shot or bombed down and were replaeced. The enemy appeared to
have withdrawn his ground troops to the Monkey Point (Corregidor)
area, which allowed his artillery to continue to pound the spots
where our own remaining troops were taking refuge. By this time,
our soldiers and sailors at Fort Hughes (and it is presumed else-
whera) had splked their heavy guns and had been ordersd to throw
their small arme over the cliff into the water, and hence were
without means of resisting. Even the men's pocket knlves had
been taken from them.

9. ¥hile in refuge on the rug, we mede cur plens
for departurs and obtained fire arms, ammmition, food, clothing,
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3. About 2030, the night of May 5th, the enemy
opensd up their full barrage with all guns, estimated to be
between 150-300 artillery pleces, possibly more. As seen {rom
the U.5.S. QUAIL in South Harbor, this barrage completely
covered the lsland of Corregidor proper and the entire island

a8 one vast sheet of flame. Landslides were coused
on the slopes of the hills, and it is believed the beach defense
forces were obliterated. Dust clouds arose which reached the
proportions of heavy fog and island defense search-lights were
rendered useless, appearing only as yellow spots in the dust
fog. Two small patrol boats, the U.5.5. PERRY and U.5.5. MARY
ANN, were stationed in Manila Bay offshore but reported by radio
that they were unsble to estimate the situation due to low
visibility and confusion of fire. The U.S5.5. QUAIL was stunding
by on volce radio orders but no orders were received as it 1s
probable that, at the time, the place of the enemy landing was
not known at Army headquarters. It is known, however, that
the landing was on the north side of the island as no enemy
foress came through South Harbor were the U.5.5. QUAIL was
stationed.

s Abocut 2330, May 5th, the enemy fired a green
rocket and the artillery fire ceased, followed by comparative
quiet broken by only sporadic mechine gun fire in the vieinlty
of "Melinta Hi11", beneath which were located the Army and

Navy tunnels which contained the raspective headquarters. This -

machine gune fire increased somewhat and about 0200, May 6th,
the enemy fired a white rocket and their artillery concentrated
heavy fire on Melinta Hill for about one-halfl hour, at the end
of which they fired two green rockets and that artillery fire
ceased, and there remained only light machine gun and rifle
fire at scattered places throughout the island area.

5. About 0430, May 6th, a message was received
from the Commundant to move the personnel aboard the U.S5.85.
QUAIL (ome—third the crew) ashore. These men and four officers
accordingly proeeeded to Fort Hughes (Caballo Island) and manned
the final defense line of that fort and also were put to work
repairing shelter barricades.

6. On arrivel at Fort Hughes, it was spparent that
the fort was in the final stages before ccllapse. Mortar pit
walls, tunnel and cther shelter barricedes were crumbling and
the enemy artillery shells were landing in the mortar pits and
killing men even in the shelter spots. Casuslties were heavy
and their sick bay was overflowing and, even in their sick bay,
shell fragments entered and injured the doctors and ettendants.
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A6-3 June 16, 1942
CONFIDENTIAL

From: The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. QUAIL.

Tos The Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.
Vias The Commander U, S. Naval Forces,

Southwest Pacific Area.

Subject: Surrender of Corregldor - Scuttling of the
U.S5.8. QUAIL - Escaps of sixteen men and two
officers, account of the trip in a 36 foot
motor launch from Corregidor to Darwin,
Australis, narrative report of.

1. By the 5th of May, 1942, eight of the nine
auxiliary vessels in the Corregidor area, namely, the U.5.3.
CANOPUS, U.S.S. BITTERN, U.S.S. FINCH, U.S.S. TANAGER, U.S.S.
MINDANAO, U.S.5. LUZON, U.5.5. OAHU, U.5.3. PIGEON, had been
sunk by enemy gunfire, bombs, scuttled or otherwise rendered
unserviceable. The U.S5.S5. QUAIL had been hit by three six-
inch shells, her bridge was wrecked, and the stem area torm
away by one of the shells, She was, however, able to perform
some services and had just completed sweeplng n 600 foot
channel through the Navy south channel mine field, providing
access from seaward to South Harbor, Corregidor.

2. By order of the Commandant, Sixteenth Naval
District, most of the Title "B"™ equipage, especlally naviga-
tional equipment, had previocusly been removed from the ships
and stored mshore in Queen Tumnel, Corregidor. All records,
logs, pay accounts, etc. were also stored ashore in Queen
Turmel. About one-half of the ordnsnce, including the fifty
caliber machine guns, had been taken ashore and were in use by
beach defense forces. Approximately two-thirds of the crew
wera retained in Queen Tumnnel in the status of resarve beach
defense forces, and the other one-third wers used to operate
the ship, boat sweep the channel, or other duties as required.
This latter one-third of the crew included only man whose
morale, narve, and physical condition had survived unshaken
the long slege.

2. Throughout the month of May, the enemy had been
spotting in their batteries by ranging on selected targets
until they had every mortar pit, gun emplacement and beach

defensea position coverad and the exact gun range known. During

this pariocd, their artillery fire was sporadic and inecluded
only selected targets. Their heavy and dive bombing was like-
wise sporadic.
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A16=-% (Philippines)

June 19, 1942,

CROSS=-INDEX SHEE

Ses File AB=2 for confidential report concern=
ing loyalty of

Vanual Roxas (Secretary of Finance)

Joge Abad Santos (Chialf Justiee)

Andres Sorriano (Treasurer of the

Philippine Commomwealth and present Secratary to
Manuel Quezon

Information contained in letter of Jume 10, 1942
from Francis P, Sayre to the President, returning
and commentine on J. Edpar Hoover's letter of
June 15, 1942, to Major General Edwin ¥, Wataon
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o8 vIJ CLASSIFIED MESSAGE CENTER C3¥D
filead 0330,/9 May 9, 1942

e INCOMING MESSAGE 34

PRIORITY

From: GHQ SWPA, Australia
To: Chief of Btaff

Mo, AG 877, May ﬂtql_lﬂli.

I have just received word from General Bharp that
General Waimwright im 2 broadcasts on the nights of
the 7Tth and 8tk announced he was reassuming the command
of all forcee in the Philippines and directed their
surrender giving in detail the method of accomplishment .
Sharp asked for instructions. I have informed him that
General Wainwrights orders since his surrender have no
validity; that if overcome by superior forces he will
attempt to divide into small irregular bands and con-
tinue such resistance as may be possible. I believe
General Wainwright has temporarily become unbalanced
and his condition renders hiMm susceptihle on enemy use,
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May 12, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

General MacArthur hes sent me the following
parephrase of & message which he received from General
Sharp, commending the forces now on Mindenao, which he
states was written & few hours after General Sharp had
reported his contemplated surrender and the fact that
he had relesged from hig command those commsnders op-
erating outside of Mindanac. The message from Genersl
Sharp was dated Mey 10th and was delsyed in transmis-
sion. s

Bpfter s conference with an officer on
Wainwright's staff I countermended my instruc-
tisns releassing officers commending on other
islends in the Philippines and directed the
surrender of all forces still operating in
the Philippines. Only the most urgent neces-
sity forced this action.”

hiekK o -:“;?u‘k_3k1\\
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WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

WASHINGTON
April 8, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Supplies for the Philippines.

The following is a brief of a radlogram received from
General Machrthur this afternoon:

Submarines.

Four submarines assigned to transfer supplies from Cebu
to Corregidor. One has arrived and iwo are now due in Cebu. Two
more have departed from Freemantle for Cebu on the lst and 2d of
April respectively. Arrangements made to continue four submarines
on this duty as long as operating supplies are available in Cebu.

Medical Supplies.

One-third of immediate requirements of quinine, one-
tenth immediate requirements of vitamins, together with partial
supply of other priority medical items were gent to Del Monte by
air March 26. These being transferred to Bataan by Balanca and
pursuit planes as rapidly as possible. Transport plane loaded
with mediecal supplies will depart from Australia within 48 hours.
It will remain in Philippines. This should enable Walnwright teo
obtain urgently needed medical supplies. Additional medical
supplies being accumulated in Australia and will be sent to the
Philippines by air this week.

Subslstence.

Radio states Somervell has reported six small veasels
loaded with supplies, principally subsistence, to arrive in Philip-
pines via Hawail between April 30 and May 13. Radic also clites our
message of April 5 telling of an additional ship manned by the Havy
which departed from Homolulu April 3, due in Corregidor April 25.
General MacArthur states cargo ship now ready to load at Brisbane
to continue dispatch of supplies to Mindanao and Cebu, and that
others are being reconditloned to continue this service.

s R
ti Chief of Staff.
i
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Dee. 24, lm - May b, 1”.

“I L 'I ul 'ﬂ'.ﬁ-
- of Commandant, :I.hl

H.D.
Headquarters, wu- P.l.

The month of December, 1941, under normal conditions
would hove meant for me the completion of a regular two und a
half year tour of duty oh the Aslatie Statlon, the rirst year
of which was spent in China and the remalning time as Nevel
Alde to the U.5, High Commisaioner, The Honorsble Francle .
Sayrey im Menils P, I. I had looked forward with keen antiol-
pation to the time, which was close at hund, when I gould re-
turn to the U.5.A. and sgain be with my wife and ohildren whom
1 hed not seen sinee November, 1940, when, along with other
Navy dependents, they were evscuated from Manila. My hopes,
however, were ghattered when on December elghth, 1941, et thres
g, m. I received s telephone osll whieh informed me of the
Japenese attack on Pearl Harbor - the lomg thought of hostil-
ities had fimally begun!

The events which took place in warlous purts of Luson,
and especislly in the Menile Bey sree, during the month of Decem~
ber ere toc well known for comment, However, mentlon must be made
of the faot that on the first day of hostillities, after due mo-
tioe had been given, the Japs bombed Cump John Hay, Begulo,
about elght=fiftesn &, m., Shen vt noon they struck s viclous
hlow at Clark Fleld, sixty miles north of Lenlla, where most of
the Army bombers were caught on the ground end destroyed. A fow
did menage to escape to the southern lslends. Ageln shortly
after midnlght under & cloudless sky and Tull moon, Hichols

wls
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Fleld, on the outskirts of Manils, wes attecked by unopposed '
heavy bombers - they were plalnly visible lu the moonlight.
Again during the forenoon of this seme day, December nlath,

our Army pursult and fighter planes were ocaught and destroyed
on the ground at Iba Field on the west coast of Luzon. Loss of
this latter group was most serlous, as 1t gave the enemy almosgt
oomplete superiority in the air, thus allowing him a free hand
to bomb other military objeotives which he proceeded to do
methodleally and without delay., The Navy Yard, Cavite, was
utterly destroyed with & terrific loss of life on the afternoon
of December tenth, and on the nineteenth the fuel depot und
Naval alr bape, §angley Polnt, met the same disastrous fate.
The only difference between these attmciks and the one at Pearl
Harbor was that here our forces 41d hsave sdequate warning. Why
practieally sll of our sir power was casught and destroyed on
the ground during the first two days of war ls not known by me.
There are seversl reascns glven, but the true facts will have
to be determined st & later date. At any rate, 1t gave the Japs
what they wanted - unchellenged eir superliority - end thus made
landing operations & relatively simple matter. During the first
ter days landings were made st Aparri snd Ilongaysn to the north,
Legaspl and intimonin to south and eest, and at Nesigbu to the
southwest, Menila wae the hub of this whesl, the objeotive of
the plan, toward which the main drives centered. The rlce orop
heé besn harvested, the flelds were dry snd hed hardensd, there
would be no rein for mix monthe, and mll would be in the hands

of the enemy only for the teking.

About December twentieth, when 1t beceme evident tuat

Regraded Unc ;sifieji.
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the American and Filipino foroes could not hold bask the invader,
withdrawals from the north, east and south oocmmenced st ocnoe
with the peninsula of Batasn as the ultimate destination = the
last stand defensive position.

Manils would mot be defended or fought over. The High
Commissioner was them confronted with the tremendous problem of
what to do. Since some three thousand Ameriocen oivilians resided
in or mear Manila he felt that it was his duty to remain there
to be of whatever service he oould and to share thelr ocommon
fate, At a conference with Genersl Masirthur, et which I was
present, this subjeot was disoussed at great length. The GCen-
eral's plan in the event Manila had to be abandoned was for the
High Commissioner, his family and part of his staff to go %o
Corregldor, The same applied to President Quezon. The High
Oommissioner eould mot readily agree, I believe he referred the
matter to President Roosevelt before he was finally oonvinoed
that sush a move was ths proper step to take,

Manilas was under slmost ocomstant air slaerm during the
month of Deoember - the Japs were pressing hard from all direo-
tions - and toward the latter part of the month events ceme %to &

olimax very rapldly.

On Christmas eve morning the Commissioner called me in
and told me that he had received word to be ready to leave with
Quesom for Oorregidor at two p. m, as previocusly planned. As
this move would terminate my dusy with him, he expressed his
appresiation for my services and we sald en officlel "good-bye."
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His parting remark in the office was that: "There is an armored
truck dowm below whish ocontains two million dollars in United
States ourrency, the property of the Commonwealth Government;
in sdditlon there are sbout seventy-five bags of diplomatie
mail, and the baggage belonging to myself snd members of the
staff who are designated to go to Corregldor this afternoon. As
I cannot take 1% with me, I hope you will see that it gats over
there.” An alr alarm ocourred at that moment, but a¢ soon as
"All elear” was scunded I reported to my immediate superior,
Admirsl Thomas 0. Hart, Commender-in=Chief U. 8. Asiatic Fleet,
explained to him the Commissioner's intentlons, snd requested
instruetions as to my duty essignment, Admirel Roeckwell, Commsnm-
dant Sixteenth Navel Distriet, had esteblished headquarters at
Corregldor after the Navy Yerd end Sengley Point imstallations
had besn destroyed, and, as there wers no naval vessels in the
Manila Bay ares to whioch I was eligible for mssignment, Admiral
Hart verbally instructed me to comply with the Commissioner's
Fequest and then to report to Admiral Rockwall for duty.

The officisl party left on an Iinter-island steamer st
%wo p. m. for Corregider, the island fortress at the entrance
to Manile Bey twenty-seven miles distant. On thelr way out to
the steamer in a launch, the Japs bombed the port ares nearby
and I know that must have given them the thrill of their lives.

It was arrenged thet I should take the Presideatial
yasht "Casiana®™ with all the "loot™ and leave from the port
area about six p. m. All the personal effedts T could take with
me were what I had on plus what I could get in & small sultoase
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His parting remark in the offioe was that: "There is an armored
truck down below whieh oomtains two million dollars in United
States ourreunoy, the property of the Commonwealth Government;
in sddition there sre sbout seventy-five bags of diplomatie
mail, snd the baggage belonging to myself end members of the
staff who are designated to go to Oorregidor this afternoon. As
I oannot take it with me, I hope you will see that it gets over
there."” An air alarm ocourred at that moment, but as soon as
"All elear” was scunded I reported to my lmmediate suparior,
Admiral Thomas O. Hart, Commander-in«Chief U. 5. Asietic Fleet,
explained to him the Commissioner's intentlons, and requested
instrustions es to my duty essignment. Admirel Rockwell, Comman-
dant Sixteenth Nevel Distriect, had established headquarters at
Corregldor after the MHavy Yard and Sangloy Point installastions
had besn destroyed, and, as there were no naval vessels in the
Menila Bay area to which I was eligible for assignment, Admiral
Hart verbally instruoted me to camply with the Commissioner's
request and then to report to Admiral Roockwell for duty.

The offlioial party left on an lnter-island stesmer at
w0 p. m, for Corregldor, the island fortress at the entrance
t0 Manile Bay tweanty-seven miles dlstant. On thelr way out to
the steamer in = launch, the Japs bombed the port area nearby
and I know that must have given them ths thrill of thelr lives.

It was arranged thst I should take the Presideantial
yaeht "Casiana” with all the "loot" and leave from the port
area about six p, m. All the parsonal effedts I could take with
me ware what I had on plus what I ocould get in a small sultoase
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and brief case. Everything else that I owned hed to be left in
my quarters at the Army-Navy Club.

At Tive p.m., after another bombing of the port area
and Niohols Fleld, I sald good-bye to those remaining im the
Manile office (Ur. Claude Buss, Executive issistant, in charge)
and went to the docks. To my amazement, the "Uensiena™ was not
there, and upon inquiring I learned thet during the bombing
attaok earlier in the afternoon she had gotten underway and
followed the vessel on which the officisls were embarked to
Corregidor, Two millicon dollars in my hends, a plece to go,
but not the means!

After conslderable worry end delay I locuted a ship
at the Army pler whioh was to lesve at seven p. m. for Correg-
idor oarrying General Macirthur, his family, members of his
gtaff, antd pther officers. I took paseage on this vessel.

It was dark when we shoved off; Manlls was blacked out
a® upusl, but & moon shone suffiociently to mccentuate the sad
and deserted narbor aud plers where under normal conditions
there wos activity throughout the twenty-four hours of the day.
Az we drew further out Iinto the bay, tremendous Tires along the
Cavite shore, ut Fort McKinley, Niohols Fleld, and the oil
storages et Pendaken, Manils, i1lluminated the hesvene. I knew
thet tils wes my lest Clme in Manila, and &8s I watohed the

grim spectecle, fully realizing lts import, and thought of my
felonds there, & slnking feellug oame over my Leart. and this

was Christmas Eve, 19411
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I had hoped we would arrive before moonset so that
therTe would be light for unloading, but unfortunately such was
not the oase, We 4id pot get mlongside until midnight and them,
as I had antioipated, there was a general mixup in the baggage
and gear om the doek as everyone tried to olaim his own in the
dark, One box of momey (there were fifteen In all) d4id get
adrift, but I found it later onm that night.

On Ohristmes morning I reported to Admirsl Rookwell
for duty. He had arrived two days previously snd had sstablished
his headquarters, such as they were, ln one of the Navy tunnels,
The Admiral was very much concerned sbout the loostion of Nawval
personnal in this grand re-shuffle and, &s his regular Distriet
Personnel Officer wae in a Manila hospital wounded, he sssigned
me that heetlo Job om his staff. I served in that sapacity until
my transfer on Meay third, 1942,

The distribution of Neval foroes at this perlod in the
Manila Bay area was as follows: Mariveles - CANCPUS (Commander
Sackett) moored to dook, the Seoction Base and Dewey Dry Doek
persornel, part of VPLOl personnel (Commender Eridget), plus a
large numbar of personnel from the Cavite Navy Yerd, Yerd small
eraft and their orews, the VAGA, NAPA, OINESSEE, end the MOTOR
TORFEDO SQUADRON (Lieut. Bulkeley); Qorregidor (vessels) - MIN-
DANAO (Oommander MoUrseken), LUZON (Commender Eroocke), OANU
{Lieut.Qomdr, Smith), FINCH (Lieut.Oomdr. Devison), PIGEON
(Lieut.Oomdr., Davis), TANAGER (Lieut.Comdr. Roth), QUAIL (Lieut,
Comdr. Morrill), converted yaohts MARY ANN (former owner J. H.
Morsman), PERRY (U.8. Publie Health Service), FISHIRI®™ II (Phil-

=f=

ied



I had hoped we would arrive before moonset so that
there would be light for wnloading, but unfortunately such was
not the oase. We 4id not get alongside until midnight and thenm,
s I had antioipated, there was a general mixup in the baggage
and gear on the dock as everyone tried to elaim his own in the
dark, One box of money (thers were fiftesn in all) did get
adrift, but I found it later om that night.

On Christmas morming I reported to Admiral Rookwell
for duty. He had arrived two days previously snd had established
his headquarters, such as they were, in one of the Navy tunnels.
The Admirel was very much comcerned about the location ef Naval
personnel in this grand re-shuffle and, ss his regular Distrioet
Personnel Officer was in a Manila hesplitel wounded, he assigned
me that heotle Job ca his steff. I served in that capacity umtil
my transfer on Mey third, 1942.

The dietribution of Nevel foroes st this perliod in the
Menila Bey erea was as follows: Mariveles - CANOPUS (Commender
Saokett) moored to dook, the Seetion Base end Dewey Dry Doek
personnel, part of VPLlOlL personnel (Commender Bridget), plus a
iarge number of persomnnel from the Oavite Hevy Yard, Yerd small
oraft and their orews, the VAGA, NAPA, OINESSEE, and the MOTOR
TORPEDO SQUADRON (Lieut. Bulkeley); Qorregidor (vessels) = MIN-
DANAD (Commander MeCraeken), LUZON (Commander Brooke), OAHU
(Lisut.Jomdr. Smith), FINGH (Lieut.Oomdr. Devison), PIGEON
(Lieut.Oomdr. Davis), TANAGER (Lieut.Comdr. Roth), QUAIL (Lieut,
Comdr. Morrlill), converted yaohta MARY ANN (former owner J, H.
Marsman), PERRY (U.8. Publie Health Service), FISHERI®S II (Phile
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lippine Commonwealth), snd & gemercus number of barges, motor
boats, motor lesunches, and other mmall eraft of sssorted warle-
ties; Baged on Oorregidor - The Distriot Headquarters, part of
%he Nevy Yard personnel, communloution persomnel of the Distriet,
the Fleet Radioc units, and the torpedo repalr end upkeep gang.
There were still personnel in the Navy Yurd salvaging what they
oould and destroylng the remainder. In Manila were part of the
csnsorship ualt, part of the Yard supply section salvaging mater-
isl, the former Wavel Hospital, Canscuo, staff end patients, and
small detalles who had lost thelr way or who had become separated
from thelr commands, Submarines alsc operated from Corregidor-
Mariveles area until about the firet of the year, at whioh time
it beceme untenable as en operstions base, At this time the sub-
marines with their otaff woved %o southern waters., with the ex-
eeption of the submarines, the Commandant took over this sntire
foroe of approximately 2,500 officers and wen to administer to
the best possible advantege for prosecution of the war. The
astual ship operations csme under the immediste direction of
Oaptain K. M. Hoeffel, who was then Commsnder Inshore Patrol.

From the standpoint of my job, the ploture presented
tresendous difficulties - officers and men soattered hither and
yon, many of whose agoounts and records had elther beem lost or
destroysd. The question was: how could I ever get an moourate
eount? In eddition to the accountebllity came the added problem
of administration - advancements, assignments to duty, deaths,
injuries, changes in pay, allotments, transfers, and many other
details too numerous to mentiom. Our mail service with the out-
#8lde world was out off. I immediately collected a few yeomen,
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some typewriters, eto., and went to work.

On Christmes Day end for a few days thereafter, boats
ware headed for Qorregidor from every direction bearing remnants
of Army units, our own persomnel snd oivilians. The latter in
most oases were made to return from whenoe they came, or else
were sent over %o Batean. I endeavored to meet all boate arriving
to ldentify end direot eny Neval persomnel who might be sboard,
and this did help some, But the genersl pleture on the "Rook"
for the firet few days so far es we were conoerned was ons of
oonfusion.

The Fourth Regiment of U. 8. Merines (Shanghal) had
orlginally been landed in Olongapu, Suble Bay, thirty miles
north of Corregidor just prior to the outbreak of war. They were
withdrawn from Olongapo about December twenty-fifth and arrived
on Corregldor with all their equipment about Decembar twenty-
peventh, Thelr tesk was to defend the beasches of the fortress
against attempte by hostile forces to land.

Abvout & month before war was deolared it had besn my
pleasure to spend s week-=end on Corregidor. This ifslend fortress
stands guard at the entrance of Mamnila Bay. Two and one half
miles to the northward seross the main ship channel is the thick
Jungle peninsula of Bataan; to the westward the China Sea; about
alx miles to the pouthward is the mainland of Cavite; and to the
sastward Manile Bay proper. OUm am arce to the south from Correg-
idor on smaller lslands are situsted the lesser forts of Hughes,
Drum and Frenk. All are natural defensive positicns, and from
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ths standpoint of seascast defense they are ldeal im locatiom.
Oorregldor is a roaky, precipitous island with few beaches,
shaped like a oroccked tadpole, five square miles in area, the
average dimensions being spproximately five miles long and one
mile wide, There are two prinsipal hills about three hundred
feet high, which slope steeply downward to & low flat area inm
the middle of the island known as "bottomside™. The axis of
"bottomside™ runs in a north-socuth direotion with dooks at eash
end. Oorregidor is normally covered for the most part with a
lururiant variety of thiek tropleal growth, and many of the mil-
itary roads are covered by overlapping brenches, It is e natural
commanding positiom.

While there, General Mocre, in command, made a car
avallable to me, and with his aide I spent a half day looking
over the island in genersl end its defensive armement in partic-
ular, I bellieve I am correct in sayling that all the anti-alreraft
proteotion they had was twelve three-inoh guns - no pompoms, Ome
Navy pompom was later mounted om Molinta peak. There were dis-
persed, however, numerous 3}0-ealiber mechine guns whieh are of
no use whatever in modern air attacks. There were good 155-milli-
meter guns losated at strategle polnts, but the ooast defense
batteries of largs oaliber guns, limited in train end with 1899
stamped in the muszles of some, ga¥Ve me & feeling of deep conoern,
Thelr fire-sontrol system was of the elementary basioc triangula-
tion arrangement and protection to their magszines from a rear
end explosion that would result from a bombing attack was nil
indeed. Aslde from barbed wire, whioh had been lald over exposed
beaches and poseible landing points, and pill boxes located desp
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in the revines sovering sueh points, little else had been done
in the way of beaoh defense. Astually, there were mot then on
the island snough men to man the batteries and beaches at the
same time. It wes purely & coast defemse post and no adequate
provision had been made for attack from elther flank or the rear.
In the end that 1s preoclsely what did happen, for the Japs kmew
the weaknesses and exploited them to the full.

There were a few wells on the islend, but the prinei-
pal water supply ocame from Bataan, being brought over in barges
and stored for the most part in above-ground unprotested stor=-
ages. Water for the other but smaller fortified islanda wes
supplied in the seme manner, with the exesption of Fort Frank
whish was only about one=half mile from the Cavite shore. This
fort received its supply by direct lins from an impounding basin
on the besach.

In the rooky hills of the island an elaborate tunnel
system, partioularly in Molinta hill, of mein end tributary
oonsrete laterals had been constructed. In these tunnels, several
of which belonged to the Navy, were located the hospltal, repair
shopa, mageazines, food supplies, and other stores, headquarters
offices, the Navy's main radic transmitting and receiving sta-
tions, submarine spare parts, torpedo overhaul and upkeep shops,
fuel reserves, oto., The main tunnels were supplied with auxil-
lary dlesel-driven power and lighting units.

This tour of imspesction, so to speak, was impresaivas
indeed, but many questions whieh worried me could not be answered.

-10-



I% was summed up by the remark, "Well, that may be so, but we've
done the best we ocan with what we have", and in the main I had
%0 agree. But, notwithstanding, thelr gsneral feeling was one
of confidence.

And so when I again saw these people toward the end
of the rirst month of war they were still confident, with a
feeling of complete seourity - the "Rock" had become & symbol
of strength in their imagination; they had mot yet been attaoked!
I was unable to share in such optimimm, for the questlions I had
asked on the previous visit still remained unsnswered and I had
in the meantime seen Nlohols Fleld go under, the port area of
Menila bombed end on fire, and had helped unload in Manilae
boatloads of burned and butohered human flesh with bellies torn
open, arms and legs dengling by threeds, fresh from the massaore
and reging infernoc that was Cavite Navy Yard,

Toward the end of December the Fil-Americsn troops had
sbout oompleted their withdrawal into the defemsive position im
the Jjungles of Bataen. A considerable number of merchant ships
had assembled in the watera betwean Oorrsgildor and Bataan, hug-
ging the lee of the former like a child elinging to its mother's
breast, walting and wondering what to do. All was gerene and
quiet until eleven forty-five a. m. on December twenty-ninth
when suddenly fifty-four Jap heavy and dive bombers eppeered on
the soene, sand for the next three hours Correglidor took a pound-
ing that words cannot deseribe. Although the persomnel casualties
were not so high and fortunately the gun positions no? seriously
damaged, there was, nevertheless, tremendous damage to other
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installations, services, stores, equipment, bulldings, and %wo
largs loaded merchant vessels struck snd on fire in the harbor.
The President's yacht "Caslana” was also sunk at & later date.
It appeared to be & general bombing in whioh anything hit would
do, and after it fires were everywhere on the island. This was
also an unopposed bombing, and as we knew there would be pleanty
more in store as the days went om, &ll hands immediately lioked
thelr wounds and went to work instantly to make repairs and re-
store vital services.

Heavy bombing attsoks coourred delly exeept Ifrom the
seventh to the eleventh of January, but with not the same fury
as the initial baptism, until sbout Februsry first. vwhile this
was going on on Corregldor, the other fortiried islands, and
our instellations at Mariveles, the Japs launched en offensive
in Batsan. There was bitter fighting im that Jungle country, but
wa had the advantage of posltion and thelr main attack was
bloodily repulsed. Our field artillery and the Filipino Seout
infantry regiments (old Filipimo U.S.Army regulars) did herolo
and splendid work. From all accounts not sc mush can be sald
for the newly-induoted Filipino Army units in this battle, but
what they lacked was made up by others. I think the only Amerlean
infantry regiment we had, the Thirty-First, was held in reserve
during this engagement. It was about this time that Gemeral
MasArthur made his brief visit to Bataan and the below-quoted
order was published to all hands - General J. M. Walowright was

commender in the field:
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*Fort Mills, F.I.
January 15, 1942.

Hubjeot: Message from General MagArthur
Ocumanders

To. All Unit

"The mans from Gen MasArthur will be
mmmuﬂfm. oomm-
ander is charged with persomal bility for the
delivery of this « Eagh h uarters will foll-
;?hhnu by every company or similar

of l::c:: s e R sl iy “‘::I;.“-‘I“'

sands of planes are 5=

ot time of aerrival of reinforcements

uninown a8 they will heve to fight their way thru

Japaness attempts % them, It is imperative that
our troops hold un theae reinforcements arrive,

'*No further retreat is possible. We have more

in Bataan than the Japenese have thrown egalnst
supplies are ample; & determined defense will

t the enemy's attaok.

A

It is a question mow of ocourage and determination.
Men who run will merely be destroyed but menm who right
will save themselves and thelr country.
his
the

'I eall upon every soldier in Batesn to fight in
asalgned position, resisting every attack, This 1s
road to salvation, If we fight we will win;
if we retreat we will be destroyed.'

"MagArthur

"By Command of Genersl MasArthur®

&

The supply lines for the Jeps ou the froat came from
ths sastward by land, and by sea Into Suble Bey, which was
immediately behind their lines, to the north and west. Heviang
oomplete control of the land, see and sir, the problem of supply
for their foroes presented no diffloulty whatever, but for us it
was perilous and most urgent. Corregldor st all times wes amply
supplied with everything except anti-elroruft ammunition, but
for the army of Bataan thelr prinoipal needs as sarly ss mid-
January were medical supplies, espeolally quinine to combat the
Jungle melearia, and food.
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with the terrifio setback we took at Pearl Harbor and
belng surrounded by numerous Jap fortified islands and land air
bases in the Paeifie, I could never from the beginning see how
any outside help could possibly resch us in any quentity. It was
impossible for surface transport, but the Army in general eould
not understand why. To them it was simply = question of driving
through., But how they would get through, sustain themselves
sgainst repeated serisl and surface attask, find a peaceful
plase in which to unload their cargo, and obtain fuel for the
return trip was not their worry. We were all vitally ccncernsd
with this problem, for it meant the difference between vietory
and defeat, I disoussed the matter with numerous army officers
of high rank, staff members, eto., and was amazed to learn that
they had not the slightest conoceptiom of the problem of loglstics.

Under constant bombing it weas necessary for all those
who d4id not have to be exposed to seek shelter in the tunnels,
dugouts, or fox holea. Our headquarters were in the main Navy
tunnel and here we worked, ate and slept in a most orowded and
over-paoked style. Ventilatlion was poor indeed. Some auxiliary
fana were rigged, but their ocapacity was far from adequata. Out-
sids, the sarth was parched and dusty (tha affects of a wloked
troplesl sun) and this, mixed with smoke from fires and the pum-
gent fumes of high explosive bombs, penstrated our tunnels
oausing extremes discomfort. Added to this alresdy bad situation
were the smells of hundreds of hot sweating human bodies long
without baths. "e weshed our own olothes in buckets and hung
them out to dry at night. Water was precious, so baths were in-
frsquent, Our ration was simple, end limited in amount - twe
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meals daily with breakfast at eight a. m, and supper at four
]u-l.Itmurum-dnnlu-nrhnuuw-nnmw
sunoh om during the middle of the day. Our diet was basioally
one of sorned beef, salmon, rice and bread. Added to this were
mmu--m-—mma-mmm.
we all lost weight on the dlet, in my cmse about twenty-rive
pounds, and very soon I begen to notlee the effects in my gums
and teeth saused by the vitamin deflclency. As proper exeralse
and fresh air were out of the gquestion, I bellieve the redused
dist was & saving fsetor in the end. Throughout the entire per-
iod on Oorregidor there was little if any real slokness in our
sommand. Living packed together as we 4id, i% is slmost a mir-
sole that some contagious disease did not break out, But lusk
was with us md thus tragedy averted,

On the island was loecsted one of the Commonwealth
PTreasury vaults loaded with gold and gilver bullion, currency,
and seourities of various mature. The High Commissioner and Pres-
ident Queson were mush comoerned about this veluable deposit -
how oould it be shipped to & plage for safe keeplng? Two million
dollars in U, 8, ourrency were destroyed by burning, ead it was
my unpleasant duty to assist 1n that operation., The money had
peen cancelled sc that the omly motual loss was the ocost of ths
paper and printing. But they were gll erisp new beautiful bills.
It oosourred to me that I had never lit & clgareite with a hundred
dcllar bill before, and I 414 mot miss this unique opportunity.
Money had lost its value - there was nothing to gpend it for;
our requirements were very few and we much preferred clgarettes
and soap to money. This experience readily proved, through
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necessity, how qulekly the stenderd which we had known all our
lives oould ehrnge. After ell, we found the veneer covering to
be very thin,

A8 for the gold and silver, there was only one reason-
ably safs means of getting part of it out - by submarine. Aocord-
ingly, in late Junusry the TROUT (Lieut .Comdr. Femno) sFrived
troi Pearl Harbor. He negotiated our mine fields, circled the
i1sland snd seocured to the south dooks nhout elght p.a. It wes &
beeutiful moonlight night, With him he brought about three thou-
sand rounds of muoh-needed spti-alreraft smmunition. 'While thls
was being unlosded from aft, we were giving him fuel oll from
the port side and loading torpedoss down his forward hatoh. I
thought of »11 the ususl ssfety precsutions that were being
violnted, but then this was wer; speed wes of the esserce for
nig t bombing sttmoks were not cut of the question., The orijimsl
plan was to unlosd ammunitlon and to fuel ship the firet night,
dive before dawn snd surfaee aTter dark the second ulght, st
whioh time he would recelve the gold, silver and securities. It
developed soout midnlght thet he would need more ballast. Se, I
woke up the Viece Fresldent and other Commonweslth offiolels, mem-
berp of the "gh Cosmissioner's staff, =nd before four a. m. had
loaded twenty tons of gold snd silver in hia shlp. The other
seourities were taken out the next night lu e smmll boet, loaded
on bosrd quickly, snd in a very short time he was off for learl
vis wey stetlons,

A brief respite from bombing oame during the latter
part of Junuory, The Marines hed been busk ell along as much as
they could bolstering up beach defense positlons, but now they
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were snabled to work almost all day long. Roll after roll of
w“mm.mmmummmm
deep tank-trap tremches were dug, conorete tank barriers were
erected on the prinoipal roads, and numerous additionel machine
g positions estoblished at strateglo points. They did s mag-
nifieent job.

As long ms the supply of oll and gas would permit,
our vessels were out on patrol duty every night and shooting at
dive bombers by day. Patrols were established es follows:

(a) on & 1ine with the main channel exis toward Manila well into
the bey, and return; (b) from a point mbout two miles east of
Oorregidor on a southerly sourse to the visinity of the Cavite
shore, and return; (c) from the same point of origilm as (b) but
on a northerly course for sbout elght miles up the east coast
(bay side) of Batean peminsula, and return; (d) a vessel in the
vieinity of the seaward entrance buoy to the mine rfield; and

(e) a motar torpedo boet patrol up the west coast of Bataan as

far as Subie Bay.

Thie West Ooast Bataan Patrol made sucocessful torpedo
attacks on Jap vessels in the Suble Bay aree, and on one petrol
in late January encountered a Japanese landing boat returning
empiy from & position well behind our lines om the Batasn conmst,
The boat was sunk and its orew killed, Vhen daylight came it
was disoovered that the Jeps had made a landing on Longoskawayan
Point with five hundred men, deep in our territory and mot seo

far from our Naval installation at Mariveles. Oomdr, ¥. J.
Bridget hastily organised a mixed battalion of Navy personnel
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from the OANOPUS, the seoctiom base, other units present, part of
bhis VP10l Squadron, and & few marines who were manning anti-air-
eraft batteries there. This battallion, untrained but couragecus
and sager for motion, hastily went into the jungle and for three
days and nights fought at olose quarters with the Japs who had
seoreted themselves in oZves along the beach and in the thiok
underbrush near the main road. Apparently, the Japs were hoplng
for a foree to augment them, but it never ocame and none of them
ever got bask alive, After the third day a Filipino Seocut batt-
alion relieved Bridget's tired detall amd oleaned up the situe-
tion. The Navy and Marines lost esbout fifteen killed in this
astion, with about forty wounded.

There were other smoounters olose in along the beaoh
in whish our persomnel partieipated. Ome in pertiocular, led by
Lieut.Oomdr. Goodall, exeoutive offlcer of the OANOFUS, is
worthy of mention. In ocommand of two motor launshes and two
motor whaleboats, with a fores of Philippine socuts and blue-
Jasket volunteers, they landed on the west coast of Bataan to
elear out some oaves where Japs were known to be. The mission
was susoesafully completed, but on the return trip shortly after
daybreak, Jap dive bombers attacked this small force killing and
wounding several men. Goodall sustained serious wounds in both

fect.

Around the first of Februsry bombing attmoks on Correg-
idor oeased, but they continued on the front linee in Bataan and
on our installetions in Meriveles. About this time seversl inter-
island vessels ran the geuntlet by night (mmnochoring olose to
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shore by dey) to Cebu und Punay, snd returned with much-nesded
food end supplles for the Army of Bataan. This was & hasardous
undertakiog. Soon the Japs learned of this activity, and 1t
ended abruptly with the loss of seversl ships and oargoes in
late February.

About the fifth of February the Jups surprised us by
openlng up on all the forts from conoealed batteries behind the
rldges of Cavite shore with what appeered to be four- or five-
ineh guns. Later they andded to their nuaber eight- or nine-inch
guns, This fire was destructive and extremely harressing, and
continued untlil the end of the campaign. It wes vlmost & daily
oocurrence, and then did Corregidor become & "no=man's=lend" apd
"bull's eye.” They would strike st odd tises, without werning.
The whinea end detonstions of those shells were siockening., Al-
though we Cired many rounds of counter battery there were no
securate mesns of determining the results. %e had no planes froa
whieh to observe the full of shot, and firing in this manner was
only guess work. In the early stages of this enemy artillery mc-
tion, Fort Franks, near the Ca¥ite shore, suffered the heaviest
easuslties, although ell the rest cume in for their ehare, Heavy
srtillery duelling contlnued in Batean., |dth numerous ships en-
tering Suble Bay, it beceme evident that the enemy was strength-
ening his positicn for a heavy attack. Thus the noose was Erad-
ually belng drewn tighter and tighter around the neock of the
lest stronghold In the Fhilippines and the possibility of help

wis getting more remote emch day.

It was declded to evacuste the High Commissioner, his
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family end members of his staff, President Quezon, his family,
Vies President Osmens, and other Commonwealth officlels. Again
the submarine wus the only feasible wesns, but even this was
extremely hazardous as the Jap destroyers and patrol vessels
ware now garefully gusrding the entrances to Manils Day., Never-
theless, the SWORDFISH (Lieut.Comdr. Sumith) arrived in the mine
field ohannel on the night of February twentieth, and shortly
after nine p, m. I placed the Fresldent snd his party on board.
Prior to his depsrture from Corregldor, however, he preasented me
with & present which I leter found to be an excellent bottle of
Gootoh whiskey. I remember i1t still - the brend wase "Emperar®
end thet struck we soméhow as belng charscteristic of the flery

little man,

The SWOIDFISH carried the iresident's part to Panay
and returned on the night of Februsry twenty-third for the High
Commiseioner. I had learned only that morning that suthorlty haed
been granted by my commapnder-in-ghlef for me to acscrpany the
Commissioner to¢ leshington, but General MaecArthur, on Tindlng
out sbout it, would not permit me to leave - for whet remsoa T
shell probably never know. At eny rate, 1t was & grest dig-
mppointment Lo me, snd our parting thet nlght ~fter nearly two
years of cloge relutlonahlp wes one of the saddest moments of
mny life. I Telt then that I would never see then rgaln, Four
Qoys previcuply Genersl MacArthur hed ordered rifty-siz of our
Baval offiecers to Cebu to work for the Army. These offleesrs, of
uliom Coptaln Deescr wes the senior, departed in the 5.5, lagaspl,
None of ue ever expected them to resch their destination, but
fortunately they dia. Tt was the Leguspi's last trip, for on the
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return voyage she was lost.

Shelling continusd intermittently almost daily.

On the evening of March eleveanth, after a very ocare-
fully plenned itinerary, General MscArthur, his femily and atafr,
Admiral Rookwell and Qaptain Ray, our Ohief of Staff, departed
in motor torpedo boats for Mindanao, from where they later flew
%o Australia., General Walmwright relisved MssArthur on Correg-
idor and Oensral King took over the field commend in Bataan,
Oaptain Hoeffel relieved Admiral Hookwell, Jommander Deewall re-
placed Captain Ray. The FERMIT stopped in on the evening of the
fourtesnth and took aboard thirty-odd Navel officers and men for
transportation to Auatralia,

I apant ths week-end of March seventesenth in Bataan,
staying with friends at field hospital No. Two. This hospital
was an open alr one in the striotest sense of the word. It com-
tained about three thousand patlsnta at that time, conaisting of
shrapnel, malaria, dysentery, and amputation cases. Exsept for
the orudely comstruoted operating room there were no other bull-
dings in the installation; the beds were arranged in "wards”
soattered hither and yon in the dense troploal jungle, and
sxoept for an ooccasional pleee of canvas ognopy there was no
overhead sovering. Thia was the dry season, and red dust from
the much over-used military roads whioh wound in and out of the
area, literally coversd everything. Bathing and sanitatiom
facilities presented a tremendous problem. Fortunately, however,
a few mountaln streams did pass through the seotor.
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I don't think I ever saw a mors depresaing sight than
on that trip to Number Two hospitel. Food and vital mediolines
were almost sxhausted. Long ere this all horses, mules and cara-
bao had been slaughtered and eaten. The patlents were thin, ema-
olated and listless, and the pathetis expressions of hopelessness
on the fages of these men was & ploture I shall never forge..
They had sxpeoted and longed for help which had not come and was
not to oome; thelr position was rapidly becoming desperate.
Howewer, in spite of it all, they tried sc hard to keep thelr
spirits up, often making fun of their own traeglo oiroumstances:
"We are the battling bastards of Bathan - DO mama, N0 papa, no
Unole Sam®™, eto.

On Mareh twenty-fourth all hell broke loose when the
enemy renewed his bombing ettecks on the fortified islands,
opening up et the seme time with savege ertillery fire from the
Cavite shore. From this day forward thers was to be no respite
day or night until the final fall of Corregldor on May sixth.
He employed a new type twin-engined high sltitude heavy bomber.
At the same time our installetions in Mariveles and the fromt
lines in Bataan were receiving slmost continucus dive bombing
and strafing atteoks. During the first week of this renewed
attack, our anti-aireraft guns on Corregidor kmooked down about
fifteen planes. But soon the enemy advantage proved too great
and one by one the antl-siroraft batterles with their crews were
destroyed elther from bombing or shelling or both. The same
applied to the heavier batteries, magazines, mmmunition dumps,
and stores soattered over the "Rook". Omsumlties were high. The
plece was under slmost constant eir or shell alarm.
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¥row the beginning the Japs used every meeus of pro-
pagands they ocould think of to produce disloyalty amongsti the
Fllipino soldiers. Usuamlly it eame in the form of illustruted
pamphlets, written in Tagalog snd dropped from planes behlnd the
lines end on the fortified islands. The Filipinos were urged to
kill their Ameriosn officers, throw down their arme, end cross
the lines to "Freedom and Safety." Detaulled lustructlions of how
to fdo this were glven in the pamphlets. They Turther played up
the sex engle, end many of the hideous leaflets contalued photo-
graphs of nude white women in inviting poses. Uhey did everything
they could to discredit the Ameriean in the eyes of the Filipino,
but I am heppy tc say thelr efforts were not productive of the
desired results. Ineidentally, when the Jop ceme to the ‘hils
he brought with him bogus Philippine currency printed in Japap
and labelled as such. This was one of the ways he professed true
friendship for the Flliplno - and he made him acoept Lhe worth-
leas paper &l the point of & bayonet!

At the end of Marech the situstion in Bataan bDecane
eritieosal indeed, The Jeps, with fresh troops, leunched what wase
to be thelr last offensive in the peninsuls campaigh. A vigorous
push broke through the ocenter of the line, which extended from
esast to weast, and then by enveloplng movenments to the right and
left the battle was won. April seventh was the date, snd thus
did the sorely tried Fil-imericsan army meot its fate. This army
wep #ick, starved, and worn; it had fought under unbearable oon-
ditions for over four months without help or support until 1t

could resls%t no longer.
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Broken communicstions, ocmbined with genersl ecafusion
and disorder in the inlek Jungle, delayed the aotual surrender
until April eighth, at which %ime Genersl King with a veteran
army of sabout 35,000 officers end mem fell to enemy hands.

The moonless night of eight-nine April was one of
tragedy, horror, and strange beauty. Detaghed units of our
troops and demolitlion squads had retired to the southern tip of
Bataan, and there they were firing and destroying all our mili-
tary installations., The whole world seemed toc be on fire that
night - sotuelly, the southern part of Batean was & hugh oomn-
flagration which resembled more then anything else a voloano in
violent eruptiom, with the exception that the earth trembled
end one wae deafened by the glgentlie explosions of mein emmuni-
tion dumps, oll storages ete. White hot pleces of metal from
exploded shells and bombs shot skywerd by the thousends in every
ocnoeivable directlon. Various colored fleres exploded in greet
numbers and charged off on orezy courses much the same as =
skyrooket which has rum wild on the ground., The spectacle was
awe=inspiring end breath-taking, but st the same time the ex-
perience was most depressing, for all that had been ours, amd
pow that the end had come we were destroying it by our own hands.

While all this was golng on, our own Naval forees were
destroying everything st Meriveles - the Navy tunnels, equipment,
the Dewey drydock, the CANOPUS and other amall eraft that we
eould not use, The order was givem to deatroy everything that
night mwitlmiiuhlc water-oraft whioch wes to be brought to
Oorregidor before daybresk with only Ameriocsan navel perscmnel,
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The Army directed thet order to be lssued - very little notlece
wae glven, but by working like mad the order was suecessfully
carried out under the able leadership of Commender Seckett, who
was Commsnding Officer CANOPUS and Neval Foroes Mariveles aree.
In sceordance with the order, about two hundred old-time Fili-
pino Haval heservists, who had been courageous, loysl amd effl-
olent men, were glven money end food ond told in the early hours
of the morning of the ninth that thelr services could no longer
be used. It sioply mesnt turning them out In the Jungles of Bataan
on thie might of wild confusion to the mercy of the Jups who were
glose at hand, To me, this was one of the most heartless and
distressing eplsodes of the whole cempeaign. At the time I felt
gure the Japs would play this up to the full on their propaganda
machine, and I was not mistaken,

All of the Army nurses, about one hundred in number,
and one Havy nurse, Hiss Aon Bernatitus, were evaocusted through
shot and shell to Corregldor during the early hours of April
ninth, and up to the forencon of the same day. Miss Bernstitus
had served in the fleld hospitals in Hatsan throughout the en-
tire eampaign. All other lavy nurni with the former Canagsaoc
hospitel staff were taken in Manila when the Japs oocupled the
eity.

Two of our submarines had been previously detailed to
transport food ond supplies from Cebu through the bloekade to
Corregldor. The SEADRAGON (Lieut.Comdr, Ferrell) arrived durlng
the exciting hours of the evenlng of April eighth. When he de-
parted shortly thereafter, he took out twenty-seven Naval
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officers and men for iustralls,
.

About midnight of the elghth we experienced e rl.b].ln‘i
earthquake, Our tunnel weaved like a sreke and I thought it was
going to collapse, Jome confused 1t with the exploslons golng on
in Batean, We hsd hed lots of shaking up in the past from bomb-
ings and shellings, but never & motion with thet characterlstie.
Fordham University conflirmed the faot two days later.

Before dauybresk on the ninth our elready orowded living
oondition was Tfurther complieated by the arrival from Mariveles
of about six hundred and fifty officers end men, and seventy
eiviliens, employees of the Peeific .ir Sase contractors, his
placed our strength now st about two hundred offlcers, one nurse,
and over twenty-three hundred enlleted men.

Bombing end shelling had been so viclent during the paat
few deoys that we had moved to pluces of reasonable safety ashore
the crews of our vessels during daylight houre. The ships were
enohored off the south side of Corregldor. They wers low iun Tuasl
oil, end practicolly all antl-alreraft mounte had been teken off
and pleced in defensive positions elong the beasches. lach nlght
the erews returned to thelr ships to salvege and remove to the
forts all usable meterisl, "hen this had been acoomplished, the
erewa of the gunboats OANU, MINDWIAO, and LUZON were transferred
to Port Hughes end begsme s part of the beach defenses under
Commander Bridget. One battery of sean coast defense mortars on
Tort Mughes wes panned by Naval personne). iAltogether ut this
fort were approxim:tely five hundred laval officers und men.
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About two hundred end fifty of the overflow whleh came over from
Mariveles were emssigned to beach defensep with the Marines on
Corregldor. /it that time there were already ubout Tfour hundred
and fifty bluejeackets serving with the Lsrines,

On the night or April ninth, the SNAPFER (lieut.Comdr,
Stone) arrived with food and supplles for Corregldor, but was
unable to unload all her cargo owlng to enemy anctivity in the
lmmediate vicinity. She did take out with her twenty-five Haval
officers and wen for transefer to sustralis. The ship had s very

nerrow escape in departling.

The tempo of bombing and shelling inoremsed - the
oanpualties mounted, blg gune, megezines end samunition dumps
went up delly. Fires were gepersl over the islond. The dried
grees and underbrush burnt even with the ground end in these
general fires beach defense small srms swmmuniticn 1ntnﬂah].r
went off sll nround - popping end erscking with m noise mo Chi-
nese Hew Year nor & hundred Fourth of July's could approximate.
I conservetively estimate thut durlng thie period no less than
four thousand bombs and shells landed on us daily; 1t wes a
constant pounding, e terrific besting.

About April twelfth the Jeps moved mll thelr artillery
batteriea down the Hetamn peninsuls much nearer to Corregldor.
They were effectively concenled in the heavy Jungle ravines in
that ares, Thus, with & much shorter range, nnd with heavier guns
brought to bear on us und directed by observation balloons, theip

fire was dendly accurate and of the severest nature. The largest
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gun they used was a two hundred apnd forty millimeter - in addi-
tion 155's and seventy-fives in great number. Our bautterles never
refused to fire back, but we were shootilng at a hidden target
while theirs was plein ae day. A few rounds from our guns would
draw & salvo from the epnemy right into the gun pit, whieh usually
resulted in the loas of the gun, its orew, and frequently a
general magazine explosion.

On April twelfth, thirteen rlying fortresses flew up
from Australia and operated for two days from our eir base in
Del Monte, !!indanac. They bombed Deveo end Cebu and inflicted
serious damage on the spemy at these points. One plane was dls-
patohed to the lanlla area and succesafully bombed NHichols Fleld
at high noon. We did not see the plane, but we sew the smeke
rlsing from the direction of Menlls and 1t cheered cur hearts
tremendously. It wea the firat and only outslide help we aver
sew, but it was a Joy. Ve were much the seume &s a drowning men
grabbing for a strew. The war had been mo one-sided, the odds so
heevily against us, and never before one sigh of sid, Ve knew
this action could not be repeated, for the Japs in time would
takes our last Tleld at lel Monte - it wns unprotected.

Aind so there we were, twelve thousand persons trapped

‘dike rats, living muoh the seme, and walting for the end. Every-

one tried to be happy and oheerful snd to teke it as philosoph-
1‘.\111 as posslble, Dut 1t wves a falese face - we were to be
-illﬂnd, and the question was: how soon? Constant bombing,

" shelling, desth, and destruetion was steadily on the lncrease -

weuld the ememy ever run out of bombs and shells? We hoped so,
but it was not to be. It seemed that my nlghtly caseulty dis-
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pateh to tbe Seoretury of the Havy grew longer each day. lur
services were torn up dally, our redlo serials knooked to

— i i el

plecen & dozen tlmes, but slways they were mended and frequently
while under fire. Yhe courage of the men was magnificent -
somshow they didn't seem to care, Huncers of times I saw radiomen
up the poles, patehing Lhe lines while bombers were overhead.
This wes done without orders and ou thelr own inltlutive - tLhe
only protection they had was s tin het, Until our radic stetion
finally aigned off on May rirth I do not believe we were evaer
off the alr for more than twenty ninutes st & tioe. Thay per-

forued an amszing Job in maintainiug that vuluable serviee,

Every dey was like the ane that preceded 1t and i any-
thing, worse. How could we atand thls strain and terrible shock
wueh longery Thuat was the guestiion we asked ourselves. There ig
6 1iwit to what » human being can endure, but that limit had not b
been reached.

April twenty-ninth, Fsmperor Hirchito's birthday, is &
momorable date, %We expected the woret that day and we got it =
I think the kitechen sink came over too. About tem thousend
oxplosives woo the enemy's nllowend for that day. The sarth
trembled and ghock under those violent detonations which lasted
eontinuously from seven-thirty s. m. until three-thirty p. m.
¥hen "all elear" sounded we found the "Hoek" to be on fire all
over = again ammunition dumps, nagezines, grass, bruah, and
anpything elee that would burn was on fire. All wooden struectures
had burned long before this. Ume could not atep without seelng
fragments from bombs and shells or the ugly poek-murks and
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eratars from explosione, Several of cur ships were struek this
dete, and one mine-sweeper was sunk. Instantly we went to work
making repairs snd patohing up here and there, only to have it
kncoked out on the morrow., Thile sume routlne ccourred dally, but
the men never gave up hope. They went zbout their work williagly
and oheerfully.

The nlght of Aprll twenty-aoluth wae eclear and with e
full moon, Two Navy patrol planes (V8Y's) had arrived the nighnt
before in Luke lanso, Mindanao, frou aAustralle, bearling medioines
and fuses for anti-aireraft shells for Corregldor. They hid out
during the day, but after durk took off for the besieged fortress,
Fires were burning brightly on the "hHoek". The planes werc due
at eleven p. m. Forty-six passengers, lnoluding Army snd Haval
offloers, Army nurses, and a few clvillan women were to Laxe
pasange badk to Australia in these planes. We weited Lense and
expectantly = why not another bombing or ehelllng attack tonight
in the full meonlight? The trip was logleally planned, for no
doubt after a hard dey's work, and on such en important date,
the enemy would probacly be oelebrating. Shortly after eleven
we heard the sound of motors- 1% wae from the right direectionm
and with & dirfferent piteh Irom that to whieh we hed been sgous-
tomed. I oannot say how thiilling it wes to hesr the sound of &
frisndly plane cfter all Lhose long hard monihs. The planea
landed right under the Jup's nose, in full view and olose to ths
Cavlte shore. In thirty minutes they coupleted thely esxohange of
stores for passengers, and with a wide opan gun thny took off in
4 blame of glory, with m roar thut could be hesrd Tor mileas

around. Hot & sLot, not even a rocket, was Cired by the enemy.
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That feat required real courage and scournte timing - it was
sminently successful in both,

Unfortunctely, one of the planes punctured its hull
the next day in Lake Lanso, and @« bad lesk developed, The Army
tuthorities radioced %o Australie for s flying fortress to oom-
plete the journey, and most of the passengers left the FEY for
what they thought was a safer yisk. Working sgainst almost in-
surmountable odds, the PBY was patohed to the extent that the
pilet was willing to chanoe a take-off. lie had to, for the Jape
were rapldly elosing In on that area. The sttempt was succeseful
and he reasched his destination without further mishap. A flying
Tortress was dispatohed to Mindanso for the remaining passengers,
but it erashed em route. Those peocple never got out. Genersl
Hesls end his wife, Colonel Stuart Wood, and Comsander Bridget
were emong the passengers who were left in Mindanso,

In the Philippine Treasury vault on Corregldor there
remained sbout seventy tons of silver in the form of one peso
pleces. The Job of disposing of it wus aseigned to the Havy,
Working for ten nights durlng the latter purt of April, all of
this treasure wes Iloally removed and dusped in deep water
between Corregidor and the Cavite shore,

A8 usual, the shelling and bombing continued, The Japa
bhad knocked out ell the antl-alrersft, & large number of 155's
and big gune by early May. ivw was so brasgen now that, after
dropplng Lis losd of bombs he came 80 low to strafe that you
oould even see him thumb hie ugly little nose - such spite amd

Arroganoe |
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On the afternoon of May third came the surprise end
thrill of my life. After snother day of horrible pounding, the
Commandant oclled me in during the late safternoon and told me
thut he had received lnstructions from Commander Neval Yorces
Southwest Paciflc to trangfer certein officers by name to Anag-
tralla via the submarine SPFEARFISH (Lieut. J. C. Dempsey) whieh
vas dus to arrive off Corregldor that evenlng, and that my name
was on the list. We had all suffered somewhat Ifrom shook as &
result of the enemy's continuous sotlion, but thlis news almost
overwhelmed me und I could herdly keep back the tears - I had
already resigned myself to Fute. The passenger list ineluded
flve other Naval officers, six Army ocolonels, cne Navy nurse,
eleven Army nurses, and the wife of a naval officer. Packing
was no problem, Tor I had lived out of & small suitease and
brief case for the past Tour and opne=half months, snd these ocon-
talned sll I possessed In the world. I lmmediately went over
to tell General Walnwright end friends on Lis staff good-bye,

I ahall never forget thet worn snd Sragle flgure. He wished me
well, snd then seld: "They will have to come take us. They will
never get this place any other way." [le was a great man and a
fine rleld soldler who had one of the moat difflcult Jobs pasasd

on to him of any man I ever knew,

I oould hardly say good=bye to my friends, for we had
thought the same thoughts, lived the same 1life, and planned the
same end, but they seemed happy for me - they knew the end was
very near. 1 took watohes, olaas rings und messages from them
for their wives end loved ones ot home. This, indeed, was real
tragedy - and the tired, worn, hopeless expreasions they had
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was pomething I smhsll never rorget.

The enemy started shelling sgain sbout seven-filteen,
but he seemed to be copoentrating ou the eastern end of the
island. At seven forty-five we left from the south deck snd
later transferred to snother boat in south harbor. It was just
about daprk, but the outline of Corregldor stood out im bold
relier. It was ghost-like to ms. In former days it had been a
lovely spot, with thick riech tropleal growth snd beauty ang
splendor everywhere, Now it was beaten and burnt to & orlep;
nothing was standing. It resembled a sponge more than unything
else I ocan describe.

During previous nights we hod swept o echannel through
the south mine field for Jjust such contingencies as this. Our
pmell bost PEHIY (numed after & relstive of mine who was the
first quarrentine officer of Manila years ago) masde the trip
shrough the Tield safely, and soou we were in the China See
heading for our rendezvous point four miles southwest of Correg-
idor, It was pitoh durk, and any shapes we encountered ocould be

ensny 28 well ma friend, for the Jape closed in at night on thelr

patrol of the entrence to Manila Bay. Furthermors, we had no
definite assurance that the submarine would be there. He had
besn ordered by radic to be st that polnt, but could nct ame=
knowledge receipt of the despatoch sinos he was in enemy watera.
fuddenly about nine-thirty a black shape loomed up shead. Ve had
to challenge, and to our great rellef he came back promptly with
the proper reply and soon the old femiliar hall, "ocome along-
side!™ It was the thrill of a lifetime. We had to work fast, for
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Jap destroyers were olose sl hand. The Capteln told us he hud
passed under two lines of them 1n the afternocon on his wey in.
I took one last lock in the direction of old Corregldor just in
time to see flashes from Batean, a hit on one of our big batter-
les, Tollowed by a series of ¢ xplosions - another magazine gone
up! The sight of it made me slock - I could atand no more, It

was them ten p. m.

¥e loy to and charged batteries until the moon rose
at ten-thirty. %e then headed out, but after a few minutes were
forced to meake & guiek dive to avold Jeap destroyers nearby. Ve
went down to sbout two hundred feet. They were racing around
overhead pinging ond searching for us desperately, but by skill-
ful handling of his ship the Captsln mansged to shake them off
and we were not depth-oharged. This 18 what we were dolug when
midnight came on May thlrd. Thls vessel wen the last to call
at Corregldor. The Jups landed about twenty-four hours latar,
and on the morning of May sixth the fortress surrendered. It
was the last vestige of United States power in the Philippines,

The last we heard of our Navy on Corregidor as our
radio went off the alr on Mey fifth was the now historlie and
beautiful expression of sn heroie Commendent, Captain K, M,
HeofTel, when he seid - "One hunéred und meventy three officers
and twenty three hundred end seventeen men of the Navy reaffirnm
thelr loyslty aund devotion to eountry, families, and friends.”

Throughout the entire perlod of thie campelgn our
services worked, fought snd died unflinchingly before an over-
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m"m-nrlm. gen and air power. Every day was
-mmwmm-nuntm&umnutmm
and dates. m-:nmmtmmmmummm
monotony of the lnoessant shelling, bombing, and unbearable
heat. Meonsy scon lost its value. We 1ived and were sustained
only by the stremngth of comradeship - we learned tu appreciate
thoroughly the basle fectors of 1ife and soon reamlized that,
agfter all, the human factors were moTe valunble than riches.

Wie naver received mall or glad tidings from lLome. We purcheased
half & million dollars worth of War Bonds. We wished e thousend
times thut the people of Ameries could fully understand the
many ordeals which dally gonfronted us, with the hope that by
that knowledge more drive, more power, and unstinted end unself-
{sh applicetion could be thrown into Lhe prectieal business of

-.Iilll WET .

Those less fortunrte than I, who rensined behind, are,
in my opinion, sll recl herces. They aeTe the victlms of a orvel
Fete far, far from home, und thelr tribulations at the hands of
their 1ittle srrogant Jepenese nasters must be terrible. Our
Government owes to them and to thelr ramilies svery possible
sonslderetion. They sre deserving of the blessings of all, and
1t should be the solemn duty of every Amerlesu %o remember that
herole struggle and sacrifiee snd to sue to it, and promptly,

thet it was not made in wveln.

They fought & good Tlght, they finished thelr course,
they kept the falth!
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