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WAR DEPARTMENT
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i

o WASHINGTON
Sid Lol
Mey 4, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Upon receipt this morning of the radiogram from Genersl
Macirthur which is quoted below, I sent & high priority directive
to General Wainwright asking him for & frank estimate of the sit-
uaetion. I feel that we should wait for & reply from General Wain-
wright before deciding what action should be taken:

"Ts be seen only by decoding clerk and General Mar-
shall.

"You must be prapared for the collapse shortly of
the Harbor Defenses in Manila Bay. The generally optimis-
tic tone of reports from there do not repeat not reflect
an accurate military estimate of the situation.

"The occupation of Bataan definitely condemned
these fortresses and enemy guns of large calibre located
there are rapldly destroying our fixed fortificatlioms.

"Personnel losses have not been great, sggregating
about 600 sinee April 9, of which approximstely two-thirds
are wounded. It is apparent to me, however, thst morale
is rapidly sinking and the end 1s clearly in sight.

"§ithin a short time organized resistance in the
Philippines will cease. There will be & few scattered
bands of desperate men left whose effectivensas will be

practically negligible.

iThe numerous secret alr fields in Mindanao which
I prepared with the hope of using them as & general base
for counterdrive will be in the enemy's hands very shortly
and this strategic possibllity can now definitely be dis-
carded.

"The internal political repercussions in the Philip-
pines which may follow the complete collapse of cur mili-
tery effort cannot be estimated at this time but the poten-
tinlities involved may prove to be of the gravest signifi-
cance.

SECRET
-m._,, i e " Regraded Unclassified



® ® SECRET

"4 report just received from Wainwright states that
ships can no longer reach Mindanso. I have recalled & block-
ade runner proceeding from here and have advised Emmons to
that effect. I have not yet requested the recall of the con-
verted destroyer em route to Corregldor but depending upen
operations reports I anticipate the necessity for doing so
very shortly. I believe it is useless tc continue to load
ships from the United States for this purpose.

MacArthur."
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“5\5“ THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

i\
\SL February 12, 1942

My dear Mr. President:

In accordance with our telephone conversatlon,
I am sending you & suggested reply %o Frank Sayre's

message.
Believe me
Faithiully yours,

T

Ene.

The President,
The White House.




USHIGHCOM,
MANILA (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS)

PERSONAL FOR THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FROM THE PRESIDENT.
Your 42, February 11, 8 p.m,
Of gourse you should evacuate your estaff with you and

your famiiy Af conditions make 1t possible and if there are

suffioient accommodations. My warmest regards to you all,

ROOSEVELT
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MENORANDUM FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL:
Bubject: Fear Eastern Situatiom.

The Secretery of War directs that a seocret message, es fol-
lows, be sent by the most expeditious means possible consistent with
secrecy to Commending Generel, U.S. Army Forces in Far East:

IN THE SECOND SECTION OF THIS MESSAGE I AM MAKING COMMA
THROUGH YOU COMMA AN IMVEDIATE REPLY TO FRESIDENT QUEZON'S
PROPOSALS OF FEBRUARY EIGHT STOP MY REPLY MUST EMPHATICALLY
DENY THE POSSIBILITY OF THIS CGOVERNMENT'S AGREEMENT TO THE
FOLITICAL ASPECTS OF PRESIDENT QUEZON'S FROPOSAL STOP I AUTHORIZE
YOU TO ARRANGE FOR THE CAPITULATION OF THE FILIPINO ELEMENTS OF
THE DEFENDING FORCES COMMA WHEN AND IF IN YOUR OPINION THAT
COURSE APPRARS NECESSARY AND ALWAYS HAVING IN MIND THAT THE
FILIPINO TROOPS ARE IN THE SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES STOP
FOR THIS PURPOSE THE FILIPINO TROOPS COULD BE FLACED BY YOU UNDER
THE COMMAND OF A FILIPIRO QFFICER WIO WOULD CONDUCT ACTUAL HEGO-
TIATIONS WITH THE ENEMY STOP SUCH NEGOTIATIONS MUST INVOLVE
MILITARY MATTERS EXCLUSIVELY STOP DETAILS OF ALL NECESSARY
ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE LEPT IN YOUR HANDS COMJIA INCLUDING PLANS
FOR SEGHEGATICN OF FORCES AND THE WITHDRAWAL COMMA IF YOUR
JUDGMENT S0 DICTATES COMMA OF AMERICAN ELEMENTS TO FORT MILLS
SETOP THE TIMING ALSC WILL BE LEFT TOQ YOU STOP PARA AMERTCAN
FORCES WILL CONTINUE TO EEEP OUR FLAG FLYING IN THE PHILIFPINES 50
LONG AS THERE REMATNE ANY POSSIBILITY OF RESISTANCE STOP

I HAVE MADE THESE DECISIONS
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IN COMPLETE UNDERSTANTING OF YOUR MILITARY ESTIMATE THAT AC=-
COMPANIED FRESIDENT QUEZON'S MESSACE TO ME STOP THE DUTY AND
THE NECESSITY F RESISTING JAPANESE AGGRESSION TO THE LAST
TRANSCENDS IN IMPORTANCE ANY OTHER OBLIGATION NOW FACING US
IN T™HE PHILIPPINEE STOP PARA THERE HAS BEEN GRADUALLY WELDED
INTO A COMMON FRONT A GLOBE ENCIRCLING OPPOSITION TO THE
FREDATORY POWERS THAT ARE SBEEKING THE DESTRUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL
LIEERTY AND FHREEDOM OF GOVERNMENT STOP WE CANNOT AFFORD TO
HAVE THIS LINE BROKEN IN ANY PARTICULAR THEATER STOP AS THE
MOST POWERFUL MEMBER OF THIS COALITION WE CANNOT DISPLAY
WEAEKNESS IN FACT OR IN SPIRIT ANYWHERE STOP IT IS5 MANDATORY
THAT THERE BE ESTABLISHED ONCE AND FOR ALL IN THE MINDS OF
ALL PECPLES COMPLETE EVIDENCE THAT THE AMERICAN DETERMINA-
TION AD INDOMITABLE WILL TO WIN CARRIES ON DOWN TO THE LAST
UNIT STOP PARA I THEREFOHE GIVE YOU THIS MOST DIFFICULT
MISSION IN FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE DESPERATE SITUATION TO
WHICH YOU MAY SHORTLY BE REDUCED STOP THE SERVICE THAT YOU
AND THE AMERICAN MEMBERE OF YOUR COMMANT CAN RENDER TO YOUR
COUNTRY IN THE TITANIC STRUGGLE KOW DEVELOPING IS BEYOWND ALL
POSSIBILITY OF AFPRAISEMENT STOP I PARTICULARLY REQUEST THAT
YOU PROCEED RAPIDLY TO THE ORGANIZATION OF YOUR FORCES AND
YOUR DEFENSES SO AS TO MAKE YOUR HESISTANCE AS EFFECTIVE AS
CIRCUMSTANCES WILL PERMIT AND AS PROLONGED AS HUMANLY POSSIBLE

STOP PARA IF THE EVACUATICHN OF PRESIDENT QUEZON AND HIS
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&




° SECRET 9

GREATLY WELCOMED IN THE UNITED STATES STOP THEY SHOULD COME
HERE VIA AUSTRALIA STOP THIS APFLIES ALSO TO THE HIGH COM=-
MISSIONER STOP MRS SAYRE AND YOUR FAMILY SHOULD BE GIVEH

THIS OPPORTUNITY IF YOU CONSIDER IT ADVISABLE STOP YOU YOUR-
SELF HOWEVER MUST DETERMINE ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN VIEW OF
CIRCTUMSTANCES STOF PARA PLEASE INFORM SAYRE OF THIS MESSAGE
TO YOU AND TO QUEZON STOP FPARA SUBMIT BY RADIO THE ESSENTIALS

OF YOUR FLANS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE INSTRUCTIONS STOP

e
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PARA SECOND SECTION OF MESSAGE PAPA PLEASE CONVEY THE POLLOW-
ING MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT QUEZON COLON PARA I HAVE JUST RECEIVED
YOUR MESSAGE SENT THROUGH GENERAL MACARTHUR PERIOD FROM MY
MESSAGE TO YOU OF JANUARY THIRTY COMMA YOU MUST REALIZE THAT

I AM NOT LACKING IN UNDERSTANDING OF OR SYMPATHY WITH THE
SITUATION OF YOURSELF AND THE COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT TODAY
SETOF THE IMMEDTATE CRISIS CERTAINLY SEEMS DESPERATE BUT SUCH
CRISES AND THEIR TREATMENT MUST BE JUDGED HY A MORE ACCURATE
MEASURE THAN THE ANXIETIES ANT SUFFERINGS OF THE PRESENT

COMMA HOWEVER ACUTE STOP FOR OVER FORTY YEARS THE AMERICANM
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN CARRYING OUT TO TIE PEOPLE OF THE PHILIP-
PINES A PLEDGE TO HELP THEM SUCCESSFULLY COMMA HOWEVER LONG

IT MIGHT TAKE COMMA IN THEIR ASPIRATIONS TQ BECOME A SELF
GOVERNING AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE WITH THE INDIVIDUAL FREE-

DOM AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH WHICH THAT LOPTY AIM MAKES

REQUISITE S8TOP YOU YOURSELF HAVE PARTICIPATED

e
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IN AND ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE MANY CAREFULLY PLANNED STEPS BY
WHICH THAT PLEDGE OF SELF GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN CARRIED OUT
AND ALSO THE STEPS BY WHICH THE ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE OF YOUR
ISLANDS IS8 TO BE MADE EFFECTIVE PERIOD MAY I REMIND YOU NOW
THAT IN THE LOFTINESS F ITS AIM AND THE FIDELITY WITH WHICH
IT HAS BEEN EXECUTED COMMA THIS PROGHAM OF THE UNITED STATES
TOWARDS ANOTHER PEOPLE HAS BEEN UNIQUE IN THE HISTORY OF THE
FAMOLY OF NATIONS PERIOD IN THE TYDINGS MCDUFFY ACT OF ONE
NINE THREE FOUR COMMA TO WHICH YOU REFER COMMA THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES FINALLY FIXED THE YEAR ONE NINE FOUR SIX
A8 THE DATE IN WHICH THE CQUMMONMWEALTH OF THE PHILIFPINE IS-
LANDS ESTABLISHED BY THAT ACT SHOULD FINALLY REACH THE GOAL
OF ITS HOPES FOR POLITICAL AND ECONCMIC INDEPENDENCE STOP
PARA BY A MALIGH CONSPIRACY OF A FEW DEPRAVED BUT POWERFUL
GOVERNMENTS THIS HOPE IS NOW BEING FRUSTRATED AND DELAYED
FERIOD AN ORGANIZED ATTACK UPON INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND GOV=
ERNMENTAL INDEPENDENCE THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE WORLD COMMA
BEGINNING IN EUROPE COMMA HAS NOW SPREAD AND BEEN CARRIED TO
THE SOUTHWESTERN PACIFIC BY JAPAN PERIOD THE BASIC PRINCIPLES
WHICH HAVE GUIDED THE UNITED STATES IN ITE CONDUCT TOWARDS
THE PHILTFPINES HAVE BEEN VIQLATED IN THE RAPE OF CZECHO=-
SLOVAKIA COMMA POLAND COMMA HOLLAND COMMA BELGIUM COMMA
LUXEMBOURG COMMA DENMARK COMMA NORWAY COMMA ALBANIA COMMA

GREECE COMMA YUGOSLAVIA COMMA MANCHUKUC COMMA CHINA COMMA
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THATLANTD AND FINALLY THE PHILIPPINES STOP COULD THE FEOPFLE OF ANY
OF THESE HATIONS HONESTLY LOOK FORWARD TO A TRUE RESTORATION OF

THEIR INDEPENDENT SOVEREIGNTY UNDER THE DOMINANCE OF GERMANY COMMA

ITALY OR JAPAN QUERY YOU REFER IN YOUR TELEGRAM TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT
BY THE JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN'S WILLINGNESS TO GRART TO
THE PHILIFPINEE HER INDEPENDENCE STOP I ONLY HAVE TO REFER YOU TO
THE PRESENT CONDITION OF KOREA COMMA MANCHUKUO COMMA NORTH CHINA

COMMA INDO-CHINA COMMA AND ALL OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE FALLEN

| UNDER THEE BRUTAL SWAY OF THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT COIOMA TO POINT OUT

THE HOLLOW DUPLICITY OF SUCH AN ANNOUNCEMENT STOP THE PHESENT

SUFFERINGS OF THE FILIPINO PEOPLE CQMMA CRUEL AS THEY MAY BE
OMMA ARE INFINITELY IESS THAN THE SUFFERINGS AND PERMANENT
ENSLAVEMENT WHICH WILL INEVITABLY FOLLOW ACCEPTANCE OF JAPA-
; NESE PROMISES STOP 1IN ANY EVENT IS IT LONGER POSSIELE FOR
ANY REASONABLE PERSON T0 RELY UPON JAPANESE OFFER OR PROMISE
QUERY PARA THE UNITED STATES TODAY IS ENGAGED WITH ALL ITS
RESOURCES AND IN COMPANY WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF TWENTY=-SIX
OTHER WATIONS I AN EFFORT T0 DEFEAT THE AGGRESSION OF JAPAN
AND ITS AXIS PARTNERS STOP THIS EFFORT WILL NEVER BE ABAMN-
DONED UNTIL THE COMPLETE AND THOROUGH OVERTHROW OF THE ENTIRE : !
AXIS SYSTEM AND THE GOVERNMENTS WHICH MAINTAIN IT STOP WE
ARE ENGAGED NOW IN LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS IN THE SOUTHWEST
PACIFIC OF A DEVELOPMENT IN ATR COMMA NAVAL COMMA AND MILITARY i
POWER WHICH SHALL BECOME SUFFICIENT TO MEET AND OVERTHROW THE |
WIDELY EXTENDED AND ARROGANT ATTEMPTS OF THE JAPANESE STGP '
MILITARY AND NAVAL OPERATIONS CALL FOR RECOGNITION OF

REALITTES STOP WHAT WE ARE DOING THERE CONSTITUTES THE BEST

SECRET i




*® @

SECRET

AND SUREST HELP THAT WE CAN RENDER TO THE PHILIFPINES AT
THIS TIME STOP PARA BY THE TERMS OF OUR PLEDGE TO THE
PHILIPPINES IMPLICIT IN OUR FORTY YEARS OF CONDUCT TOWARDS
YOUR PEOPLE AND EXPRESSLY RECOGNIZED IN THE TERMS OF THE
TYDINGS MCDUFFY ACT COMMA WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN TO PROTECT YOU
T0 THE UTTERMOST OF OUR POWER UNTIL THE TIME OF YOUR ULTI-
MATE INDEPENDENCE HAD ARRIVED STCP OUR SOLDIERS IN THE
PHILIFPINES ARE NOW ENCGAGED IN FULFILLING THAT PURPOSE STOP
THE HCNOR OF TIHE UNITED STATES IS PLEDGED TO ITS FULFILL-
MENT STOF WE FROPOSE THAT IT BE CARRIED OUT REGAHDLESS OF
ITS COST STOP THOSE AMERICANS WHO ARE FIGHTING NOW WILL
CONTINUE TO FIGHT URTIL THE BITTER END STOP FILIPINO
SOLDIERS HAVE BEEN RENDERING VOLUNTARY AND GALLANT SERVICE IN
DEFENSE OF THEIR OWN HOMELAND STOF PARA S0 LONG AS THE FLAG
OF THE UNITED STATES FLIBS O FILIPINO SOIL AS A FLEDGE OF OUR
DUTY TO YOUR PECPLE COMMA IT WILL BE DEFENDED BY OUR OWN MEN
TO THE DEATH STOP WHATEVER HAPPENS T0 THE PRESENT AMERICAN
GARRISON WE SHALL NOT RELAX OUR EFFORTS UNTIL THE FORCES
WHICH WE ARE NOW MANSHALING OUTSIDE TIE PHILIFPINE ISLANDS
RETURN T0 THE PHILIPPINES AND DRIVE THE LAST REMNANT OF THE

INVADERE FROM YOUR SOIL STOP
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

Jmmrr 31-_. 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

The following message from President Quezon
to you is reassuring.

UJanuary 31, 1942.
From Ft. Mills
To Chief of Staff.

Your radic nine eight seven, the President's
message to Quezon was most effective. Quezon sends
following reply for Preasident Roosevelt: Quote Your
letter hae moved me deeply. I wish to mssure you that
we shall do our part to the end signed Quezon unguote.

MacArthur."®

Regraded Unclassified
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Office of the Qlyicf of Stuff
Jamuary 29, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR  The President

List of attached documents:

J. Message from President Queacn to General Meirthur (with brief attached).

( * X. Draft of puggested reply by The E’:*u:a!.:m

& Messnge from Ceneral McArthur guoting statement of Aguninaldo.
X #% Memorandum Trom the Secretary of War to The President in re
Curaceo and Aruba. /w

G. C. M,

* Did net come fn‘-{f-jt. 3

Regraded Unclassified
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JANUARY 28, 1942,
1:45 PN

AG 381 (1-28-42)NSC
FROM __FT MILLS
TO _THE ADJT GENL
# % ® B =B

NO. 1445 JANUARY 28
1 HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION FROM PRESIDENT
QUEZON.

"I HAVE BEEN MORTIFIED BY THE RADIO EROADCAST FROM TOKYO
ASSERTING THAT A NEW GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN ESTAELISHED IN THE PHILIP-
PINES, WHICH GOVERNMENT HAS PLEDGED ITS CONFORMITY WITH JAPAN'S NEW
EAST ASIA POLICY.

"I KNOW WHAT THE REAL SENTIMENTS OF MY PEOPLE ARE AND I
AM CERTAIN THAT THEIR STAND HAS NOT CHANGED DESPITE THE MILITARY
REVERSES OF OUR FORCES. I AM LIKEWISE CONVINCED OF THE LOYALTY OF
THE MEN WHO HAVE ACCEPTED POSITIONS IN THE SO CALLED NEW GOVERNMENT,

I WANT YOU, THEREFORE, TO GIVE PUBLICITY OF THE FOLLOWING
STATEMENT: 'THE DETERMINATION OF THE FILIPINO FEOPLE TO CONTINUE
FIGHTING SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE UNITED STATES UNTIL VICTORY IS WON
HAS IN NO WAY BEEN WEAKENED BY THE TEMFORARY REVERSES SUFFERED BY
OUR ARMS, WE ARE CONVINCED THAT OUR SACRIFICES WILL BE CROWNED WITH
VICTCRY IN THE END AND IN THAT CONVICTION WE SHALL CONTINUE TO
RESIST THE ENEMY WITH ALL OUR NIGHT.

JAPANESE MILITARY FORCES ARE OCCUPYING SECTIONS OF THE
PHILIPPINES COMPRISING ONLY ONE THIRD OF OUR TERRITORY,




IN THE REMAINING AREAS CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IS
STILL IN CPERATION UNDER MY AUTHORITY.

I HAVE NO DIRECT INFORMATICHN CONCERNING THE
VERACITY OF THE NEWS BROADCAST FROM TCOKYO THAT A COMMISSION
COMPOSED OF SOME WELL KWOWN FILIPINOS HAVE BEEN RECENTLI
ORGANIZED IN MANILA TO TAKE CHARGE OF CERTAIN FUNCTIOKS
OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT, THE ORGANIZATICN OF SUCH A COMMISSION,
IF THUE, CAN HAVE NO POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE NOT ONLY BECAUSE
IT IS CHARGED MERELY WITH PURELY ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIOKS
BUT ALSO BECAUSE THE ACQUIESCENCE BY ITS MEMBERS TC SERVE
IN THE COMMISSION WAS EVIDENTLY FOR THE PUHPCSE OF SAFE-
GUARDING THE WELFARE OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATICN AND CAN,
IN NO WAY, REFLECT THE SENTIMENTS OF THE FILIPINO TOWARD
THE ENEMY, SUCH SENTIMENTS ARE STILL THOSE I HAVE REPEATEDLY
PRESSED IN THE FIRST: LOYALTY TO AMERICA AND RESOLUTE RESISTANCE
AGATHST THE INVASICH OF OUR TEWRITORY AND LIBERTIES.'

AT THE SAME TIME I AM GOING TO OPEN MY MIND AND MY

HEART TO YOU WITHOUT ATTEMPTING TO HIDE ANYTHING.



WE ARE BEFORE THE BAR OF HISTORY AND GOD ONLY KNHOWS IF THIS
IS THE LAST TIME THAT MY VOICE WILL BE HEARD BEFCRE COING IO
MY GRAVE.

MY LOYALTY AND THE LOYALTY OF THE FILIPINOC PEOPLE
TO AMERICA HAVE BEEN PROVEN HEYOND QUESTION, NOW WE ARE
PIGHTING BY HER SIDE UNDER YOUR COMMAND, DESPITE OVER-
HELMING ODDS, BUT, IT SEEMS TO ME QUESTICHAHLE WHETHER
ANY COVERNMENT HAS THE RIGHT TO DEMAND LOYALTY FROM ITS
CITIZENS BEYCND ITS WILLINGNESS OR ABILITY TCO RENDER ACTUAL
PHOTECTION.

THIS WAR IS NOT OF OUR MAKING. THOSE THAT HAD
DICTATED THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED STATES COULD NOT HAVE
FAILED TO SEE THAT THIS IS THE WEAKEST POINT IN AMERICAN
TERRITORY. FROM THE BEGINMING, THEY SHOULD HAVE TRIED TO
EUILD UP OUR DEFENSES, AS SOOH AS THE PROSPECTS LOOKED BAD
TO ME, I TELEGRAPHFD PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT REQUESTING EIM TO
INCLUDE THE PHILIFPINES IN THE AMERICAN DEFENSE FROCRAM, I
WAS GIVEN NC SATISFACTORY ANSWER.

WHEN I TRIED TO DO SOMETHING TO ACCELERATE CUR
DEFENSE PREPARATIONS, I WAS STOPPED FROM DOING IT.

DESPITE ALL THIS WE NEVER HESITATED FOR A EOMENT IN
OUR STAND, WE DECIDED TC FIGHT EY YOUR SIDE AND

WE HAVE DONE THE HEST WE COULD AND WE

L=




ARE STILL DOING AS MUCH AS COULD BE EXPECTED FROM US
UNDEZ THE CIRCUMSTANCES. BUT HOW LONG ARE WE GOING

TO BE LEFT ALONE? HAS IT ALAEADY HEEN DECIDEC IN
WASHINGTON THAT THE PHILIPPINE FRONT IS OF NO IMPORT-
ANCE AS FAR AS THE FINAL RESULT OF THE WAR IS CONCERNED
AND THAT, THEREFORE, NO HELP CAN BE EXPECTED HERE

IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, OR AT LEAST BEFORE

OUR POWER OF REISISTANCE IS EXHAUSTED. IF SO, I WANT TO KNOW
IT, BECAUSE I HAVE MY OWN RESPONSIBILITY TO MY COUNTRYMEN
WHOM, AS PRESIDENT OF THE COMMOMWEALTH, I HAVE LED INTO A
COMPLETE WAR i i e st —
EFFORT. I AM GREATLY CONCERNED AS WELL REGARDING THE
SOLDIERS I HAVE CALLED TO THE COLOHS AND WHO ARE

NOW MANNING THE FIRING LINE. I WANT TO DECIDE IN MY

OWN MIND WHETHIR THERE IS JUSTIFICATION IN ALLOWING

ALL THESE MEN TO BE KILLED, WHEN FOR THE FINAL

OUTCOME OF THE WAR THE SHEDDING OF THEIR ELOOD MAY

EE WHOLLY UNNECESSARY. IT SEEMS THAT WASHINGTON

SLURE
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DOES NOT FULLY REALIZE OUR SITUATION NOR THE FEELINGS
WHICH THE APPARENT NEGLECT OF OUR SAFETY AND WELFARE
HAVE ENGENDERED IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE HERE.

SOME (X000000000) CUDLR AVQ, I TELEGRAFHED
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES......ABOUT THIS SAME
MATTER., I DID NOT RECEIVE EVEN ONE WORD OF ACENOWLED-
GMENT. IS THE SACRIFICE TIAT I, MEMBERS OF MY
GOVERNMENT, AND MY WHOLE FAMILY ARE MAKXING HERE,
OF NO VALUE AT ALL?

I} REFEREWCE TO THE MEN WHO HAVE ACCEPTED
POSITIONS IN THE COMMISSION ESTABLISHED EY THE JAPANESE,
TVERYONE OF THEM WANTED TO COME TO CORRBEGIDOR, BUT YOU
TOLD ME TEAT THERE WAS NO PLACE FOR THEM HERE. THEY ARE
NOT QUISLINGS,., THE QUISLINGS ARE THE MEN WHO BETRAY THEIR
COUNTRY TO THEE ENEMY. THESE MEN DID WHAT THEY HAD BEEN ASKED
T0 DO, UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THEIR XOCCKXX GOVERNMENT.
TODAY THEY ARE VIRTUALLY PRISONERS OF THE ENEMY.

T AM SURE THEY ARE OMLY DOING WHAT THEY THINK IS

THEIR DUTY, THEY ARE NOT TRAITORS. THEY XXO(XX

PLCRET




ARE THE VICTIMS OF THE ADVERSE FORTUNES OF WAR AND
I AM SURE THEY HAD NO CHOICE, BESIDES, IT IS MOST
PROBABLE THAT THEY ACCEPTED THEIR POSITIONS IN ORDER
TO SAFEGUARD THE WELFARE OF THZ GIVm POPULATION
IN THE OCCUPIED AREAS. I THINK, UNDER THE CIHCUMSTANCES,
AMERICA SHOULD LOCOK UPON THEIR SITUATION SYMPATHETICALLY
AND UNDEASTAWDINGLY.

I AM CONFIDENT THAT YOU WILL UNDEHRSTANHD
MY ANXTETY ABOUT THC LONG AWAITED REINFORCEMENTS AND

TRUST YOU WILL AGAIN URGE WASHINGTON TO INSURE THEIR

EARLY ARRIVAL.
Sincerely yours,

Manuel Quezon."

HIS PROCLAMATION IS BEING GIVEN THE WIDEST
DISTRIBUTION THAT IS POSSIELE FROM HERE BOTH BY PRINTED
CIRCULAR AND RADIO BROADCAST. IT SHOULD BE PUBLICIZED BY
YOU THROUGHOUT THE WORLD., THE LETTER 15 OF SUCH A NATURE
THAT IT PROPEALY CAN BE ANSWERED ONLY BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES. I UHGE MOST EARNESTLY THAT NO EFFORT
BE SPARED ADEQUATELY TO MEET THIS SITUATION, PLEASE
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS RADIO AND INFOHM ME AS TO WHEN

REFLY CAN BE EXPECTED.
MacARTHUR.
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January 29, 1942

FROM: FT MILLS
TO:  ADJUTANT GENERAL:
NO. 148 = JANUARY 29
THE FOLLOWING PUBLIC STATEMENT IS REPORTED IN THE TRIBUNE
MANILA JANUARY TWENTY FOUR AS HAVING BEEN MADE BY GENERAL
AGUINALDO QUOTE SUBQUOTE INDEPENDENCE WLITH HONOR EXCLAMATION
POINT SUBUNQUOTE DASH THIS IS THE REASSURING ANNOUNCEMENT OF
POLICY MADE BY PRIME MINISTER HIDEKT TOJO REGARDING THE PHILIP-
PINES IR THE COURSE OF HIS SPEECH AT THE OPERING OF THE SEVENTY
NINTH SESSION OF THE JAPANESE IMPERTAL DIET STOP IT IS A FORMAL
AND OFFICIAL COMMITMENT WHICH ALL FILIPINOS SHOULD HARK AND

WELCOME STOP THE ONLY CONDITION IMPOSED IS THAT WE SHOULD

SUBQUOTE RECOGNIZE AND COOPERATE WITH JAPANS PROGRAM OF ESTAB-
LISHING A GREATER EAST ASIA COPROFPERITY SPHERE SUBUNQUOTE PARA
SUBQUOTE THIS IS A LAUDABLE OBJECTIVE FROM VIEWPOINT OF JAPAN

STOP IT IS AN OBJECTIVE THAT DESERVES THE SUFPORT OF OUE NATION
COMMA BECAUSE GEOGRAPHICALLY WE ARE LOCATED IN A REGION EMBRACED
WITH THE SPHEHRE OF COPROSPERITY PARA SUBQUOTE INSPIRED BY ITS
LOYALTY TO THE IDEAE OF INDEPENDENCE COMMA OUR COUNTRY COMMA
ALTHOUGH NOT A BELLIGERENT COMMA HAS SECRIFICED AND IS STILL
SACRIFICING SIDE BY SIDE WITH AMERICAN TROOPS COMMA THOUSANDS OF
FILIPINO: SOLDIERS STOP THE JAPANESE COMMAND CANNOT EUT RECOGNIZE

THE VALOR AND HEROISM DISPLAYED BY OUR SOLDIERS IN THE FIELDS OF
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PAGE TWO NO, 148 FROM FT MILLS
BATTLE, WITHOUT MODERN ARMAMENT, SUBMARINES, AIRPLANES AND
ANTIATRCRAFT GUNS IN SUFFICIENT NUMBERS AND RANGE, WITHOUT
RECEIVING THE HELP THAT HAS REPEATEDLY BEEN PROMISED, OUR VALIANT
COUNTRY MEN HAVE DONE THEIR DUTY, WE SHOULD REALIZE BY NOW
THAT FURTHER RESISTANCE WOULD NOT HAVE ANY PRACTICAL
ADVANTAGE AND WOULD ONLY MEAM UNNECESSARY SACRIFICE IN LIVES
AND PROPERTIES, INASMUCH AS JAPAN 'DOES NOT REGARD US HER
ENEMIES' AND THAT JAPAN WOULD 'GLADLY GRANT THE PHILIPPINES
TTS INDEPENDENCE' — THE SAME IDEALS WHICH IMPELLED US
REVOLUTIONARIES, TO FIGHT IN THE PAST, AND WHICH OUR SOLDIERS
HAVE BEEN MADE TO BELISVE THEY ARE FIGHTING FOR IN THE
PRESENT WAR,

"IN VIEW OF THIS OFFICIAL ASSURANCE GIVEN BY
THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN, LET US INVITE
OUR COUNTRYMEN TO RETURN TO THEIR TOWNS AND HOMES, TO
CULTIVATE THEIR FARMS AND TO HARVEST THEIR CROPS IN
ORDER TO PREVENT STARVATION AND FURTHER MISERY, AND LET
US PLACE OUR COMFIDENCE IN THE PROMISE OF THE COMMANDER
IN CHIEF OF THE IMPERIAL JAPANESE FORCES IN THE

PHILIPPINES THAT THE LIVES, PROPERTIES

SECRET
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PAGE THREE NO. 148 FROM FT MILLS

AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS OF OUR COUNTRYMEN SHALL BE PROTECTED
STOP PARA SUBQUOTE I BELIEVE COMMA THEREFORE COMMA WE
SHOULD LEND OUE WHOLEHEARTED COOPERATION TO JAPAN COMMA
ESPECIALLY IN THE IMJUFDIATE TASK CONFRONTING US OF RE-
CONSTRUCTING AND ALEVIATING THE SUFFERINGS OF OUR PEOFLE
FROM THE RAVAGES OF WAR UNQUOTE THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
SITUATION HERE IS EECOMING CRITICAL STOP IF SOMETHING IS
NOT DONE SHORTLY TO BRING REASSURANCE TO THESE PEOPLE THERE
IS GRAVE DANGER OF THE SUCCESS OF THE ENEMYS PROPAGANDA
CAMPAIGN STOP SILENCE WILL DEFEAT US

MACARTHUR
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January 27, 1942,

]‘ﬁg'
MENORANDUM FOR THE PReEsIpny

After conferring with General Marshall
8nd Admiral King, 1 Suggest, with General
Marshall's ang Admiral King's comourrence,
that you reply to Mr, Sayre's telegram
Do. 29, January 24, 1 p.m., 8long the lines
of the attached drart telegram,

It is the consensus of opinion among
the officers or the three Departments who
have been giving this matter special cop.-
slderation that all concerned should keep
in mind the question of the desirability
that President Quezon and his family ang
Mr. Osmefia not fall into the hangs of the
Japnnuae; and that, as the military situation
develops, consideration be €lven to the ques-
tion of possible need for ang Possible matyre
of further messages to Mr, Sayre, General
Mnaﬁrthur, 8nd Admiral Hart on that subject,
It 18 my understanding that General Marshall
and Admira] King will keep in close touch
with each other Tregarding the situation ang
this problem,

If you 8Pprove the attacheq draft
telegram, I shall have it dispatcheq at

once to Mr. Sayra.

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER,
MANILA (FORT MILLS), P.I.

TRIPLE PRIORITY.
Your 29, January 24, 1 p.m.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FROM THE PRESIDENT TC THE
HIGE COMMISSIONER.

One. In the 1ight of Ceneral MacArthur's recommendatlons
in his meseage to the Chief of Staff to which you refer, znd
after consultation with high officers of the seversl Depart-
mente most concerned, 1 feel that this guestion should not be
ralsed again with General MacArthur at this timej; and 1 suggest
that you withhold reply to the CINCAF and not repeat not,
pending further word from here, ralse the subject with elither
military or navel suthorities unless first approached by them,

Two. It 1s felt that military conslderatliona are
paramount; that no step should be taken vhich might adversely
affect the militery situation; and that avery possible estep
should be taken that will favorsbly affect that gltuantien.

The question whether any persons shall at any time be evacuated
should be a matter for decision by General NacArthur 1ln the
11ght of his estimate of attendant hazards and effects and with
due consideration of the wishes of the individuals concerned.
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Three. Our whole country is proud of all of you and of
the herolc way in whish the personnel, both American and
Filipino, of the srmed forses in the Fhilippines le vellently
gontesting every inch of ground againet vastly larger enemy
forces.

Four. This message i® intended for your personal
information and guldance, If, however, you should feel, in
the 1ight of your knowledge of communications already ex-
changed of which we here may not have full knowledge, that
the contents of thls message or any part thereof especlslly
need to be communicated by you to General HacArthur, you
are suthorized, in your discretion, %o make such communication.

mﬁmnm

Regraded Unclassified




UKITED STATES HIOH COMMISSIONER,

MANILA (FORT MILLS), P.I.

TRIFLE PRIORITY.
Your 20, January 24, 1 p.m.

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE
HIGH COMMISSIONER.

One. In the light of Jeneral MacArthur's recommendations
in his message to the Chief of Staff to which you refer, and
after consultation with high officers of the several Depart-
ments most ooncerned, I feel that this gquestion should not be
reised agein with Ceneral MaoArthur at this time; and 1 suggest
that you withhold reply to the CINCAF and not repeat not,
pending further word from here, ralse the subject with elther
military or naval suthoritles unless first approached by them.

Two. It 1s felt that military considerations nre
paramount; that no step should be taken vhich might adversely
affect the military situation; and that every possible atep
should be taken that will favorasbly affeot that situatien.

The aquestion whether any persons shall at any time be evacuasted
should be a matter for decislon by General MacArthur in the
11ght of his estimate of attendsnt hazards and effects and with
due oonsideration of the wishes of the individuals conoerned,

Regraded Unclassified
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Three. Our whole country is proud of all of you and of
the heroiec way in which the personnel, both American and
Filipino, of the armed forces in the Philippines is valisntly
contesting every inoh of ground against vastly larger enemy
forces.

Four. This message it intended for your personal
information and guldance. If, however, you should feel, in
the 1ight of your knowledge of communications already ex=-
changed of which we here may not have full knowledge, that
the contents of thls message or any part thereof espeolally
need to be communleated by you to Ueneral MasArthur, you
are suthorized, in your discretion, to make such communloation.

PA/H 1 SKHsHNS
l'l‘{:ﬂ FE

Regraded Unclassified
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ARTMENT OF STATE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
J 24, 1942

Mr. le

Mr. Stone brought in this
telegram and sald he understood
you had a draft telegram on this
sub ject.

4e¢ said ocoples of this
telegram have gone to A-L,
PA/H, FE, and PI.

Regraded Unclassified



This telegram must be
olosely paraphrased be=
fore belng communicated Dated January 24, 1942

'-mw e =

Fort Millas via N«R«

to anyone, (S5C)

1]
R so-ronl -
goretary of State, m
Washing ton, :D
O
20, January 24, 1 peis :
VERY SECRET, PERSONAL FOR THE PRESIDENT, %
I have recelved from Cinecaf a message clting N
one from Cine Washington saying "Consideration must g
be given to evacuation from Corregidor of a certain -_,
few key political figures" and asking me after con- ‘,15
ferring with Admiral Rockwell to send my concluslons =
"ineluding the number of persons. Presumably this E
will be done via submarines either now or later", =
I am unable to answer megsage of Cincaf wi th- :a
out a clarification of above Washington messages I ;ﬂ
believe only you should decide what “key pnlitin.fal
figurea" you wish evacuateds So far as coneerns o
Quegon see recent message MacArthur to Chief of Staff ;3
Marshall Washington, With Quezon herc are his wife tj“_;-
and three children, Vice President Osmena and Chief ;g
Juatice Santos, bt
Please mar:k reply triple priority, 5:
SAYRE
Regraded.Unclassifie
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

January 26, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

With reference to the possibilities of dropping

small arms ammunitlion to the troops at Del Monte, on the Island
of Mindanao, the following information is furnished:

l. If the field at Del Monte remains awvailable or if
our planes can service at & Borneo alrport, it would be
poesible to transport approximately 50,000 rounds of small
arms ammunition per B-17 plane. One such cargo would furnish
about iwo rounds per gun at Del Monte. (There are 12 rounds
of ammunition to the pound).

2« It is exceedingly difficult at this distance to
estimate just what might be done in the constantly changing
military situstion in the Far East. If it becomes impracti-
cable to land B-17's on Bormeo or at the Del Monte field im
Mindanao, it would be impracticable to service such a project
dua to the length of the round trip invelved between the base
on Jave to Mindanao and return.

3. At the present time General Wavell has very few
heavy bombers and is evidently using them to the limit in op-
posing the Japanese advence southward. General Brett reported
that they were running two crews on each plame. This would
mean that the planes would require overhauls at frequent in-
tervals, thus further reducing the limited number avmilable.

&’F" ™ 'e-—-r
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WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON
December 15, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

I suggest that the Secretary of State reply to

Mr. Sayre's message substantially as follows:

THE PRESIDENT IS DIRECTLY IN TOUCH WITH
THE SITUATION IN THE FAR EAST astop HE WISHES YOU TO READ
THE WAR DEPARTMENT'S MESSAGE SENT TODAY TO MACARTHUR
WHICH IS SELF-EXPLANATORY stop FOR EVIDENT MILITARY
REASONS NO REPEAT NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NATURE
SUGGESTED BY YOU SHOULD BE MADE AT THIS TIME stop GENERAL
MACARTHUR CAN DETERMINE WHAT MIGHT SAFELY BE SATD

PUBLICLY end
s/ ROOSEVELT
s/ Henry L. Stimson
Secretary of War
0.K.
State to
send to Sayre.
F. D. B.

Regraded Unclassifi
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 15, 1941.

MEMORANDUM FOR
THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Please let me have a
suggested reply as quickly

as possible.

F. D. BR.
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MEV Manila
Thie telegram must bE

elosely paraphraged bE= Dated December 15, 194
fore being communicated
to anvone. (8C) Rec'd 7:30 A.m.

.

8ecretary of 8tate,

Washington.

628, December 15, 6 p.m.

FROV SAYRE PERSOMAL AMD IYMEDIATE FCOR ROOBEVELT.

JAm gravely concErnEd ovEr rumore circulating
hEre. Fllipinos risﬁlng livee and country on falth o
of America's word she will protect them. Under
MoArthur's lesdership they msking magnificent defense 1
effort, America cannot afford to et them down.
Wrispers here United States withholding further ald
and does not intend to try break Jap blockade. Exlse-
ting forees woefully inadequate. Assume whiepers
untrue but if they become convinecing there's oritical
dangzer of collnpse entire structure and insuing dls-
pater. To avert thils may I suggest flrst, that you
forthwith order avallable resources be sent gugcor
Pniliopines; second, youpubliesly ennounce this faet,
giving 1ie to rumoras and preserving morale here.

Immedinte nction necessary.

SAYRE

Repetition of garbleé group rgguested.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

- ~ 4 WASHINGTON

mu' 1041,

MEMORANDUM FOR
SECRETARY ICKES:

I think 1t is extremely un-
advieable to send any measage %o
Sayre or Quezon in regard to events
of the past. They are fighting with
their backs against the walll

F.D.R.

Regraded Unclassified
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 7
WASHINGTON o

¥,
Gy Se

Y
DEC - 9 1941

Uy dear Mre. President:

I have received your memorandum of December 2 forwarding
to this Department for preparation of reply three radiograms,
dated November 25, November 30 snd December 1, which you have
received direct from the United States High Commissioner with
reference to certain public statements reported to have been
made recently by Fresident Quezon of the Fhilippine Common-
wealth.

This Department has noted press dispetches sent to the
United Btates reporting President Quezon's remarks and unguestion=
ably the steatements attributed to him were unfortunste and ill-timed.
I do not believe, however, that smything is to be gained by the
issuance either in Manile or in Washington of any public stetement
in reply to President Quezon. I inmterpret lMr. Sayre's last message
of December 1, referring to President Quegon's publie statement
asserting his loyalty to you and to the American Gevernment, es
modifying to some extent his two previous messages. I believe
that a rediogram somewhat along the following lines might be appro-
priate:

"United States High Commissioner,
"Manila,

"I have received your three radiograms of November 29, Novem-
ber 30 and December l. I do not believe it advisable to make my
pubtlic statement either here or in Manile regarding this matter but
you might, if you think it advisable to do so, advise President
Quezon privately thet his statements have received considerable un-
favorable publicity in the United States. It must be stated that
his remarks were unfortunate not only from the standpoint of their
effect upon Philippine-American reletions but else from the stand-
point of the impression created in foreign countries. If, ms he
states, steps being taken for civillan defense in the Philippines
are inadequate, you might remind him that we hawe the same problem
in the United States but time is so precious that we cannot afford
the luxury of argument as to responsibility. I am confident that




Fresident Quezon will not mllow something which is past and
gone to prevent him now from taking every possible step to
cooperate with the United States CGovernment, and I am equal ly
confident that you and other Federal offiecials in the Islands
will do everything possible to cooperate with the Philippine
Govermment in taling appropriate steps for the protection of
the civilian population of the Philippines. There are bound
to be differences of cpinion but publie quarrels end misunder-
standings merely confutie our own pecple and give confidence to
our opponents, Franklin D. Roosevelt."

Sincerely yours,

ol T2

Seoretary of the Interior.

The FPresident,

The White House.

Regraded Unclassified
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NAVA_' COMMUNICATION SE..VICE 7 0/\/ k.

NAVY DEPARTMENT j;s}"l“ nOGH %0
N Saay COMM OFFICE ' pfyserew
RDQ MANILA CK 187 GOVT INT TWENTYNINTH BdpE" {;/
1 e - 'I? o >

B sowiesed st reieties GRFIOD ."ﬁ

GOVT INT PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC
PRESIBENT QUEZON YESTERDAY IN BROADCAST SPEECH IS REPORTED IN THIS
MORNINGS MANILA BULLETIM COMMA MOST RELIABLE AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS
HERE COMMA TO HAVE CHARGED THAT DELAY IN CIVILIAN DEFENSE MEASURES
IN PHILIPPINES WAS CAUSED BY HIS HANDS BEING TIED BY YOUR MESSAGE
TRANSMITTED (50)

BY RADIO FHG# DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR NUMBER FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY

ONE DATED SEPTEMBER SEVEN NINETEEN FORTY CONCERNING HIS EXERCISE

OF POWER UNDER EMERGENCY POWERS ACT STOP PLEASE REFER TQ MY PERSONAL
LETTER TO YOU DATED SEPTEMBER TWELVE NINETEEN FORTY STOP AM
PREPARING FULL REPORT SHOWING UNFOUNDED NATURE OF CHARGES COMMA
WHICH | WILL SEND YOU SHORTLY | e

1728A MX29NOV

Regraded Unclassifie
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Mushington

F MANILA, Novemser 30, 19417
THE PRESIDENT.
CONF IDENT 1AL.
CONTINUATION OF MY TELEGRAM OF NOVEMBER TWENTY=NINE:
Be assurep PHILIPPINE cl#lutnu EMERGENCY MEASURES BEEN

MY CLOSE OBSERVATION FOR MORE THAN YEAR., THROUGH MY EFFORTS,

WORKING WITH MILITARY AND NAVAL COMMANDERS, (JUEZON WAS INDUCED
CREATE CiviLIAN EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION, WHICH THOUGH BADLY
HAND I CAPPED BY FAILURE TO PROVIDE FUNDS, HAS SLOWLY ADVANCED
PHILIPPINE CIVILIAN DEFENSE MEASURES, ALTHOUGH WITHOUT ANY
JURISDICTION | WAS ABLE TO STIMULATE ITS ACTIVITIES DESPITE
DIFFICULTIES DUE TO THE LOCAL POLITICAL AND MILITARY

COMPLEXITIES, THREE MONTHS AGO | SENT Mavor MamrON, wmy

LIAISON OFFICER, TO BrRiITISH MaLavya aND NETHERLANDS INDIES
TO REPORT CIVILIAN DEFENSE PREPARATIONS THERE, HIS EXCELLENT
CONSTRUCTIVE REPORTS INEVITABLY DISCLOSED GLARING DEFICIENCIES
IN PHILIPPINE PREPARATIONS, OSOME PROGRESS HAS RESULTED BUT
| AM FAR FROM SATISFIED.

THE 1SSUE PRESENTED BY (JUEZON'S SPEECH WAS PLACEMENT OF
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PRESENT INADEQUACY OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE
PREPARATIONS, (UEZON CONTENDS THAT EXERCISE OF EMERGENCY

POWERS ACT WOULD HAVE ENABLED HIM TO TAKE CIVILIAN PROTECTION




2 - SAYRE - MANILA - ?ﬁegwﬂ

MEASURES BUT THAT DUE TO THE AMERICAN OPINION CREATED BY
CAMPAIGN OF IGNORANCE AND BAD FAITH YOU STOPPED HIM FROM
EXERCISING THOSE POWERS. DURING SEVEN MONTHS FOLLOWING
HE CLAIMED HIS HANDS WERE TIED; THAT IT WAS THIS SEVEN
MONTHS' PERIOD THAT HE NEEDED IN ORDER TO BE READY TODAY;
AND THAT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS NEGLECT OF EMERGENCY
MEASURES WAS NOT HIS. HE STATED IF WAR BREAKS OUT SOON
AND PEOPLE DIE HERE UNPROTECTED, THOSE WHO HAVE STOPPED
HIM FROM DOING WHAT HE SHOULD HAVE DONE OUGHT TO BE HANGED,
EVERY ONE OF THEM, ON LAMP=-POST; THAT HAD THERE BEEN WAR
TWO MONTHS AGO, THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN STARVATION IN THE
PHILIPPINES; IF WAR ARRIVED NOW IT WOULD FIND CIVILIAN
POPULATION UNPREPARED AND UNPROTECTED; THAT DEATH AND

DESTRUCTION MAY COME HERE BUT NOBODY 1S GETTING READY FOR 1T,

QUEZON'S SPEECH, WITH ITS PATENT ATTEMPT TO EVADE RESPON-
SIBILITY FOR DEFICIENCIES IN EMERGENCY MEASURES, CAME WITHOUT
WARNING. |T WAS DELIVERED DAY FOLLOWING CONFERENCE CALLED
BY ME WITH HIM AND GENERAL MACARTHUR WHERE |T WAS AGREED THAT
EACH SHOULD STATE IN WRITING, FOR YOUR INFORMATION, STATUS OF |
CIVILIAN DEFENSE AND OUTLINE FUTURE ACTIVITIES,

DuRING THE PERIOD SINCE CREATION OF CiviLian EMERGENCY

ADMINISTRATION, (UEZON HAS ADMITTED RESPONSIBILITY OF

Regraded Unclassified
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CoMmONWE ALTH GOVERNMENT FOR CIVILIAN DEFENSE ON REPEATED
OCCASIONS, PARTICULARLY IN ADDRESSING NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON
MaY FIFTH, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY=ONE.

SEVEN MONTHS "HANDS TIED" PERIOD OBVIOUSLY REFERS TO TIME
BETWEEN RECEIVING YOUR MESSAGE OF SEPTEMBER SEVENTH, NINETEEN
HUNDRED AND FORTY AND DATE OF crREaTIon ofF CEA, APRIL FIRST,
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY=ONE. FacTs CONTRADICT HIS STATEMENTS
CONCERNING THIS PERIOD. OPPORTUNITY WAS NOT OPEN TO HIM TO
SECURE LEGISLATION DURING THIS PERIOD, BUT PRESUMABLY HE MIGHT
HAVE PROCEEDED UNDER ORDINARY POLICE POWERS OF COMMONWE ALTH
GoverNMENT. [DuriNG THIS PERIOD GENERAL GRUNERT awD | DID
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO STIMULATE HIM TO ACT.

AM FORWARDING TOMORROW, AJR=-MAIL, FULL REPORT PROVING

CONCLUSIVELY (JUEZON'S ALLEGATIONS REGARCING RESPONSIBILITY

FOR SHORTCOMINGS CIVILIAN DEFENSE CONTRARY TO FACT, Owing
DELZCATE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AND FACT (UEZON'S ATTACK
BASED UPON YOUR CONFIDENTIAL INSTRUCTION TO ME, IN THE ABSENCE
OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS, | DO NOT FEEL FREE TO MAKE STATEMENT
OF MY OWN, UNLESS SO DIRECTED BY YOU, | VENTURE TO SUGGEST
HOW TO PROCEED THAT YOU MAY WISH TO STATE TO PRESS:

(1) THAT FAR FROM IMPEDING CIVILIAN DEFENSE MEASURES

R A MO O s

j Regraded Unclassified
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AMERICAN AUTHORITIES IN THE PHILIPPINES HWAVE LONG URGED
AND STIMULATED COMMONWEALTH AUTHORITIES TO MAKE CIVILIAN
DEFENSE PREPARATIONS;

(2) THAT AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER PLACED OBSTACLES
IN THE WAY OF APPROPRIATE LEGISLATION BY COMMONWEALTH GOVERN=-
MENT OR USE OF EXISTING POLICE POWERS FOR CIVILIAN DEFENSE
MEASURES AND}

(3) THAT IF PREPARATIONS FOR CIVILIAN DEFENSE IN THE
PHILIPP INES ARE INADEQUATE, AS PRESIDENT QUEZON ALLEGES,
THEY SHOULD BE MADE ADEGUATE FORTHWITH BY THE CONSTITUTED
AUTHORITY, THE PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH, WHO ENJOYS

THE FULL COOPERATION OF AMERICAN AUTHORITIES.

SAYRE.

L -

Regraded Unclassified
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WASHINGTON

April 23, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Subject: Disposal of Philippine Mcnetary
Regerve on Correpidor Island.

The War Department has just received & message from
General Wainwright which states that the Philippine monetary
reserve composed of silver coins with an eggregate face value
of 15,792,000 resos has been dumped in Menila Bay. The message
glves, in detail, the landmarks by which this money may be re-
covered when conditioms permit.

For the present this message is being held in the
most secret archives of the War Department. It will be furnished
to such office or officisl of government as you may direct.
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several other pl-rs_l_ﬂ from the same file

GME.

Regraded Unclassified
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© CONPIDENTIAL

THE PRESIDENT

I am informed that the President

asked about this matter.

Very respectfully,

v, L
JOHN L.

e

... Regraded Unclassified
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Cosmon ez UNITED STATES FLEET
HeADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER T4 Cioer
MAVT DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON, D, C.

CONFIDENTIAL
March 10, 1942.

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL EDWARDS:
Subject: Use of Omaha Class Crulser ss Blockade Runner.

Le (a) Only CONCORD, TKENTON, MEMPHIS and RICHMOND
have sufflicient radius to make the trip and return.

(b) OMAEA, CINCINNATI, and MILWAUKEE have suf-
ficlent radius to go out but not to return.

f;'vﬂﬂi;“‘zi;n (¢) DETROIT radius is too short to ensure her
gattinghoum if she is compelled to run long at high speed.

2. (a) "As is" with crew, provisions, armament and
ammunition, eto., on board, the useful cargo that could be
oarried by any of these crulsers is less than 60 tons.

(b) By reducing orew to 400, boats to 3, emmu-
nition to about 30 per gun, stores and fresh water to one half,
about 530 tons of cargo could be carried.

(e) By further removing plesnes, catapults,
aviation gas, four 6" guns, four 3" guns, torpedoes, torpedo
tubes, the total useful cargo could be ralsed to 780 tons.

3. By way of comparison, the ARGONAUT could carry
about 198 tons, and the GRAYLING esbout 138 tons.

Lo The CMAHAS have & dlstinctive silhouette which
cannot be readily modified to resemble any Jap cruiser.

5. The chance of an OMAHA getting in appears very
emall and the chance of both getting in and Eatting out appears
to be practically nil.

éﬁr(%;
%I MGGIJJ! A ]
e Raar Admiral, U. 8. Havy.
P

|5

Regraded Unclassified
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To: CGUSAFIA

'“ mptu No. m

On April 3rd Emmons informed the War Department
in substance as follows:

Ship, manned by & Nevy crew, left Homolulu for the
Fhilippines at 10:00 A.M. todsy with a total cargo of
4,258 tons. This included one million rations complete,
weighing 3,000 tons, 340 tons of meat, 20 tone of
cigarettes, 150 tons of milk, 200 tons of rice and
548 tons of smmunition. It is estimated that the trip
will require 22 days.




; ; FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Regraded Unclassified
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Narrative of Events, Asiatic Fleet
Leading up to War and
Frmi__l_}_e_c_g_l__wlﬁ; to 15 February 1942

[ 4

'b}'

Admiral Thos. C, TLART
gommander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet

liotas= The source of material for ti 3, narrative

s larcely a diary and a file of unofficial letters
#hich were saved, The only official Aslatic Fleoet
documants avallable for the preparation of thls
narrative were a Tew despateclies and the correspon-
dence contained in the file marked "Enclosure (A)
to ComSoulesiac Seerat Jerial 3i-24 of llarch 27,
1042%, Since thils narrative and thr file just re-
foerred to are complerentary in cmﬁtextj the reading
of both will furnish a more complate picture than
can be gained from elther one alone, 411 other
Asiatic Tleef files (as well as all 16th laval Dis-
triet files which contained much information on
this subject) were lost due to eneny action,

/
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A background to any operational narrative
for the Asiatic Fleet's preparation for war and of
the events during the war's first two or three months
needs be supplied by outlining the steps which were
taken toward joint operations with the N.E,I. forces
and the British forces,- particularly the latter.

It can properly begin about mid-January,
1941, when Commander McCrea came to Manila and
acquainted us with the outlines of a new War Plan.
At the time of his visit, the Chief of Staff, Rear
Admiral Purnell, (then Captain), was at Singapore
engaged in the second conference with the Eritish.
(First one was 8 - 15 November 1940), Incidentally,
Admiral Purnell attended all of the conferences, four
in all, with the British and the Dutch, directly
representing CinCAF, and hence became Ehe officer of
that Fleet who was best in touch with what would pro-
bably face us in case of a war with Japan while we
were allied with the British and the Dutech.

The main lines of the cooperative position
which our Asiatic Fleet occupied, vis-a-vis the
British and the Dutch, were briefly as follows:-

Under the first plan, which Commander
MeCrea brought out, the intention was that we would
reinforce our Asiatic Fleet with at least a Cruiser
Division, one Carrier, and a Squadron of Destroyers
while the British Navy would continue mainly engaged
in the Atlantic,- and perhaps the western part of the
Indian Ocean. iater, February to April, 1941, the
position became reversed in that our Aaintic Fleet was
to receive no surface ship reinforcements, whereas the
British Fleet would be reinforced heavily, with
Battleships and Carriers included. The question of
unified command of Naval forces never became at all
definite, At first the trend was toward American
command, and then later toward British command,
corresponding to the relative preponderance of Naval
forces available, All through the negotiations and
conferences the Dutch Naval command occupied a position
quite subordinate to the British; they tended tc be in
closer touch with the British command than were we,
particularly so as time went on and exchange of visits
between Java and Singapore increased.

Regraded-Wnclassified
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A characteristic of the aforesaid
negotiations, conferences, etc., was that the British
5 Kavy seemed always to primerily feature the control
of trade routes over broad areas, (with particular
regard to ocean escort of the Empire's troop and
u:{ply convoys), whereas we tended to minimize the re-
quirements in that respect to the consequent avail-
ability of naval concentrations prepared for direct
combat, Consequently, there was a rather basic con-
v flict between British and American views; this not
obtained in the Far East, but is also understood
to have existed in Washington,- so there was no dis-
agreement on this major point within our own service.
One result was that, all through the period leadlng
up to the war, there never was any agreement with the
British, (and Dutch), under which strateglc control of
the Asiatic Fleet was to pass out of American hands.
Therefore, only “cooperative action" was provided for.

The British Naval authorities at Singapore,
with the Dutch participating, made considerable rro-
gress with joint war plans lknown as "PLENAPS")
based upon the forces uvaiiahle tut also useful ir
naval forces were considerably increased; they nlways
supplied CinCAF with coples, one of which went to
OpNav. The British laval authorities were never able
to obtain concrete commitments from elther the
Australian or New Zealand lavies, both of which held
out and retained the idea of concentrating thelr own
ships in their home waters in case of a war with Japan.

As far as the isiatic Fleet was concerned,
the war began with no commliments toward the EBEritish
or the Dutch except for one minor one:- To suprly the
British Far Eastern Fleet with Destroyers, ufp to two
Divisions, if and when that Fleet grew to the intended
dimensions, comprising Capital Ships, Carriers, =tc,
We still were in the position of otherwise exercising
complete strategic control of the Asiatic Fleet wien
the war began.

Looking hack at this time, the lack of pre-
paration for joint action lLetween the three Navies 1In
that area was really seriously disadvantagecus in only
two particular factorsj;- the personnel of the isiatic
Fleet had acquired no familiarity with the HeFfels and
Kalayan waters and preparations for joint tactical
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operations were quite incomplete., There was also the
lack of personal acquaintance as among officers of
the three Fleets; but most disadvantageous cir-
cumstance was American lack of familiarity with the
waters in which they later had to fight. Fortunately,
however, considerable preparations had been made in the
field of joint communications with the British and
Dutch, As a result of two very comprehensive con-
ferences on this subject, and with the benefit derived
from a fairly lengthy practice period, in the use of
the special cryptographic alds and radio channels,
radio procedure, etc., the outtreak of war found us

reasonably well prepared in the field of joint communi -
cations.,

It will be recalled that Admiral Tom
Phillips, R.N., arrived in Singapore with HEPULSE and
PRINCE OF WALES about 1 December 1941, The new british
Commander in Chief came to Manila almost immediately,
(and btefore conferring with either the Australlan or
New Zealand Navies, or with the Dutch Commander in
Chief); he arrived there on 5 December, %efore that
time I felt that the situation had become such that
there would be no objection in going to Singapore for
conference myself, but /dmiral Fhillips moved first,
we conferred through 6 December, with Lieutenant General
Macirthur present until the conference becarme strictly
naval and in detail, (Incomplete stenographic record
is available). A joint despatch to the respective
Governments was agr=ed upon and sent, late on
6 December, admiral Phillips then returned to
Singapore, (flying both ways), to follow up by con-
ferences with the Dutch, the Australians, and the New
Zealanders, tut the war came on before such conferences
were held,

Jiote:= Chief Air Marshall Sir Robert
Brooke-Fopham visited llanila early in April, 1941 and
once or twice subsequently., The first visi% had no
result and I doubt that the later ones did, There was
a good deal of attendant publicity which 1 considered
to be quite undesirable inasmuch as all the Lllies
sti11 had much building-up remaining. It was not
timely from the standpoint of International lelations
to forewarn enemies by such show of conferences.

Those between Navy officials were kept secret, whether
held in Singapore, Eatavia or Manila,
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Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, arrived
Yanila Bay 21 October 1940, and thenceforth none of
the Fleet was north of Phiiippina waters, with the
exception of the China Gunboats and the occasional
scheduled visits of the Navy Transports, There had
already been discontinuance of forwarding Marine re-
placements into China for the detachments at Tientsin
and Pekin, This was later extended to the Fourth
iarines at Shanghai, so that all the Marine detach-
ments in China ran down in numbers, to the consequent
increase of the Marines in the ?hiiippinas. Also,
elther TULSA or ASHEVILLE were being kept in
Philippine waters, leaving only one of those two
vessels with the South China Patrol,

Upon arrival in Manila, Commander 1ln Chief
soon found that the Commendant of 16th Naval District
was in unsatisfectory mentel and nervous state and he
dropred out from i1llness on 12 December. This entire
period was characterized by personnel difficulties in
the 16th Faval District which, indeed, endured to the
end, After an interim of five or six weeks, another
fear Admiral arrived to take over the Distr&nt; but
after six months he alsc was invalided home, After
another interim of some weeks, during which the second-
in-command of the District carried on, a third Rear
admiral arrived, about four weeks before the outbreak
of the war, There were, therefore, in all, five officers
who acted as Commandant of tie District wifhin one year.
This in itself was a source of inefficiency, at a time
when the demands upon the District incident to increased
work in serving the Fleet, plus the handling of a good
many "projects" in preparation for war, placed a
heavier load upon the personnel of the District than
had ever obtained before,

The laval establishment in Manila Bay was,
of course, most inadequate and difficulties of an
1ndustriai nature were very great, Unfortunately, the
best personnel obtainable, which in such a situation
might have improved matters to a great extent, was not
available, The Department had for far too many years
sent officers, line officers in particular, to the
16tk District who were not of the quality that the
conditicns called for. Olongapo did run very well; its
Gﬂmnggﬁer and the Constructor, (for the DEWEY), were
excellent,




N s

The situation, which is very briefly
sketched above, was always a handicap to the correct
functioning of the Asiatic Fleet command as a whole,
Nevertheless, in upkeep of material, we were usually
able to meet the most important demands and, since
the Naval facilities at Cavite and elsewhere in Manila
Bay were mostly put out of action very early after the
outbreak of the war, these deficiencies did not con-
stitute a serious handicap after hostilities actually
began.

During the period,and subsequently, a
mass of directives involving alterations to ships
was received from the Navy Department, Most of them
showed no differentiation over similar ships on other
stations, some seemed not to fit Asiatic Fleet's
own spaciul requirements and the total involved was so
great that available industrial facilities would have
been swamped if it had all been taken on. In con-
sequence, Commander in Chief established priorities
to control the character and quantity undertaken,-
of these alterations which had been ordered by the
Navy Department., A number of them were of such low
priority on that list that Cavite never even approached
undertaking them.

The industrial force at Cavite became ex-
panded to the limit of the plant, In order to better
care for immediate needs and to increase potentialities
for future Navy Yard work, various small plants in
Manila were given :nntraciu for work within their
capacity which resulted in some alleviation of the
congestion at Cavite. This practice did also set up
sufficient organization for utilization of those
commercial facilities.

During the period, in addition to varlous
small 16th District "Projects", locking toward better
preparedness, there were underway three large ones:-
Extension of underground Navy facilities on Corregider;
the Section Base at Mariveles; and the Naval Air
Station at Sangley Point, (Cavite).

The underground work, Corregidor, was in-
stituted in the Spring of 1940 and it was a vastly im-
portant project:- Invulnerable radio communicaticns,
torpedo and ammunition storage and handling and
storage for spare parts, general supplies and pro-
visions. The work was &one by the Army, proccaded
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rather slowly and was still incomplete in November,
1941, But the installations were of great use, never-
theless; for instance, essential radio commnication
was never interrupted for long, even under heavy
bombardment.,

The Section Base was started with very pri-
mitive construction facilities and went very slowly
at first. It was well conceived and included storage
and some maintenance facilities as well as those for
operations. The work had gotten far enough along, by
December, 1941, for the establishment to be very useful,
except for the Net Depot which never got started;
such net planting as was accomplished was done 1£th
very primitive faclilitles. The construction of the
Ammunition Depot, Mariveles scarcely got started,-
the Contractor had only Jus% finished his usual rather
elaborate 1iving and working establishments for his
own personnel.

The Naval Air Station, Sangley Point, never
even approached completion and, anvhow, it was mostly
bturned out by the first bombing attack. 0f course it
was in a location quite vulnerable from the air - and
it was likewise so in concepticn and design. That
Base was a $5,000,000,00 project, as conceived and
designed under control of the Navy Department. The
CinCAF had proposed a $2,000,000,00 Air Station, which
would have meant fewer eggs in one basket, but his
principal argument was that the less elaborate - and
semi-permanent - establishment could be completed
earlier, However, it may be said here, but for general
connection and as applying to all plane and prepara-
tions, that CinCAF had insisted upon a policy of con-
cealrent and dispersal within his own command, as an
essential defensive measure, That policy had obtained
fgg:a:ge Winter of 1939-40 and it applied to the entire
c *

2 There was set up, (Autumn of 1940), an
auxiliary operating air base at Olongape; it had been
continuously occupled and used for many months before
the war began. Preparations had also been made for
operating from Los Banos, on Laguna de Bay, where con-
cealment of planes along the foreshores was somewhat
practicable; the facilities there were extemporized and
at practicnily no expenditures.

7
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From the Winter of 1939-40, the words

A5-15 came to be applied to Asiatic Fleet war plans,
This was because of insistence upon having in readi-
ness operating plans which were based upon going to
war with the forces and facilities which were

actnally in hand., There had been too great tendency

to build plans around forces, etc., which had been
recommended, requested, or oply hoped for, Paren-
thetically, it may be mentioned that said tendency

was fostered somewhat by the Department's basic plans
and its instructions for preparing contributing plans,
As applying to the 16th Distriet, those instructions
corplicated matters and the tran& was toward too much
theory. The time had arrived (1940), when plans had
to be practical and with rﬂadlnaaa to use what actually
existed,- apart from efforts to build up in forces and
facilities. The iS-IS policy increased the labor of
planning because changes had to be made as reinforcements
were received or as facilities increased. The format
and the compliance in detail with the Department's in-
structions probably was not good, Even with our short-
cuts, the plans were usually not strictly correct or up
to date but the AS-IS idea did pay when the time came,

During the period, there was close touch
by CinCAF and by Commandant 16th Naval District, with
the Commanding General, Philippine Department, Major |
General Grunert, who was entirely cooperative and
willing to come half-way, Despite that fact, little
progress was made toward cooperative action between the
arms where 1t was most needed,- the respective air de-
tachments., The main reason was that army Air was build-
ing up rapidly, in fighters particularly, absorbing
many partially trained pilots and was, in general, in
such a preliminary state that caoperuiicn seemed not
vet timely. A Brigadier arrived to take over the Army
Air command but he soon went off on mission to China,
lmlaya, Java, etc,, and his arrival did not promote
cooperative arrangements,

In conjunction with the Army, the plan for
mining the entrance to lManila Bay was extensively
revised, For years that plan had been defective in
that extremely little attention had been given to navi-
gating the entrance by our own shipping after the
mine-fields were laid, (Under the old plan such navi-
gation would have been so difficult and dangercus that
egress and ingress would have been impracticable under
most weather and visibility conditions). Furthermore,
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Army's fields had previcusly been planned with no
thought of enemy submarines., The plan for the Army's
mine fields was extensively changed and Navy's some=
what, Arrangements for moving the DEWEY and for
mooring her in operative condition at Mariveles were
completed,

CinCAF also entered into a verbal agree=-
ment with General Grunert under which the mining of
Manila Bay could be done 1% £g§;=- Army to plant
elther its inner or cuter fie = or both - and Navy
only to make a bluff at planting its minaa{h:ut we were
to send out warning notices to the effact t all
entrances were dangercus and to put into effect the
regular arrangements for patrol and for taking shipping
in and out through the gates. It was estimated that
some time would elapse before it could be known that
the Navy mine fields were a bluff and that we would
get the effect of a full closure for a peried, Then,
if the mining turned out to be unnecessary, there would
not be much loss because the Army mine is recoverable:
the Navy mine, of course, is not, Furthermore, planting
the Army fielﬁs was hounﬁ to be a long process whereas,
when the time came the Navy fields were supposed to
be planted very quickly. There was frequent con-
sideration, over many months, as to whether or not the
situation called for planting but this arrangement never
was effected. Navy and War Departments eventually
ordered all the fields planted,

During this period, Commander in Chief,
Asiatic Fleet, was somewhat too often in a disadvan-
tageous position because of untoward delays in ob-
taining necessary information from Washington., This
was due, in part, to a lack of understanding of Far
East conditions by subordinates in the Navy Department.
The most prolific source of the difficulties lay in
failures to transmit secret documents with necessary
despatch,

This periocd was also marked by the be-
ginning of publiecity, including speeches, which were
directly threatening against the Japanese, Commander
in Chief viewed this tendency with considerable alarm
because nothing 1s ever gained by threatening the
Japanese, their psychology being such that threats are
likely to wholly prevent their exercise of correct
Judgment. Furthermore, such threats appearing in the
press, etc., (though naturally most of it was from
wholly unauthoritative sources), tended to put the
Japanese too much on guard against the preparations
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for war which were then being made in the Far East
or which shortly followed,

In late 1940, all Naval dependents were ]
sent from the entire station, including the Fhilippines;
there were over 2000 women and children, At Guam
there was an additional 100 but, (reason unknown),
they were not evacuated until late 1941, The Army's
dependents followed the Navy's in a few months,
Dependents of other Federal officlals in China were
evacuated at the same time as the Navy's but the same
practice was not extended to such dependents in the
Philippines. That was unfortunate,

The Fleet, under the Department's direction,
took four Danish rreighters into "protective custody".
They were Diesel ships; all deck officers and
sufficient engineers to run them were found on board.
A considerable effort was devoted toward retaining
that personnel intact and in a proper mental attitude
so that the ships-could be readily put into operaticon
when so directed.

There was established, in kianlla, an en-
listed men's club in a building constructed for the
gurpcsu by the Commonwealth and used by us on a rental

asis, This filled a long felt need in that it con-
tributed greatly to the men's comfort and health and
tended to reduce disciplinary offenses by liberty men,

The "Neutrality Patrols", which were es-
tablished in the Autumn of 1939, were contimued through
the period. But the administration of those patrols
was such as to feature our own war training. The
objective of such flights, moreover, became the Japanese
rather than nationals of the pnrtieip&nts in the
European War,

The Asiatic Fleet based at Manila Bay from
its arrival in the Autumn of 1940 through the ensulng
Winter and carried on usual schedules of type
exercises, etc. Also, there were inserted some perlods
of exercises which involved all types. There had been
& dearth of such work because of the usual peacetime
duties which had to be met on the Asiatic Station.

The Asiatic Fleet submarines had been in-

ereased in number from 6 to a total of 17, without
any increase in tender facilities, This 1s a condition
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which is not particularly disadvantageous unless ex-
tended over long periods. However, the shortage in
tender facilities on that station did exist for a long
time and was a source of privation for parsonnula and
of difficulties in maintenance, The Fleet shoul

have received another tender at the same time as the
submarines, instead of being required to fit out a
merchant ship, as a tender, on the station. There
were even great delays in getting the ship, (the 0TUS),
in hand and no very great progress was ever accom-=
plished toward converting the ship into an adequate
tender, One of the Danish freighters would have been
fully as suitable as a tender and she lay in Manila
from July, 1940. We made an effort to have her pur-
chased for the purpose but the deal fell through, in

Washington.

The greater part of the Fleet spent about
six weeks, April and May, 1941, in the southern 1is-
lands, (Tutu Bay, Tawi Tawi, etc.). Scheduled
azurcises were continued from those southern harbors
over the period, and the Fleet returned to Manila Bay

at the end of May.

Looking forward to the possible loss of
Manila Bay as a base for the Fleet, we tock the
following measures:- There was loaded into PECOS
TRINITY and the large tenders as much spare ammunlticn,
torpedoes, spare parts, general supplies and pro-
visions as the ships could carry. This meant a con-
siderable quantity, (2500 tons), and though the con-
ditions for storage, particulnriy as regards ex-
plosives, were reasonably safe they were not in accord
with usual Naval requirements, These measures still
left good supplies of all such material in Manila Bay
with the exception of certain machinery spares for
the combatant surface ships., Not many Submarine spares
were included - only what CANOPUS could stow., It was
all planned in detall, extended even to the spare pro-
pellers and some shaf%ing and did generally put the
Fleet into a much better position to meet serious
eventualities than would otherwise have obtained.
Additionally, about 150 of the largest aircraft bombs
were put in charge of the British Navy at Singapore
through a quite unofficial arrangement, intended to
conceal the fact, The auxiliaries consequently were
loaded rather deeply and the two tankers had to be
1imited somewhat in their future cargo fuel capacity;
this, however, was not great because in the good
weather which usually prevailed, they could be safely
loaded down below the usual marks,
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Early in June, the Commander in Chief
decided that the time hn& arrived to set up his Command
Post on shore, where strateglc command could be

readily exercised and to thus place the Fleet in a
better condition of readiness for its initial deploy=-
ment for war. The reasoning was briefly as follows:=

The estimates of the situation as heard
from Washington and as seen from our narrower field,
but in closer proximity to Japan, had been in general
concurrence, 1In November, 1940, CinCAF had submitted
an appreclation whiech concluded that the Japanese in-
tended further aggression and that such would most
likely be to the southward, Later, during early
Spring, opinion changed - no signs of building up for
a southern advance had become manifest - and the De-
partment was informed that we thought that a Japanese
invasion of Siberia had beccme the more likely.

That opinion prevailed for only a few weeks, During
the Spring it was seen that the Japanese were becoming
more sjueezed economically. They were not getting

oil out of the N,E.I. at anywhere near the 1,800,000
ton per annum rate and were being more and more
restricted in obtaining other raw materials, from the
south the southwestI by the measures of our own Govern-
ment as well as by the British and Dutech., Paren-
thetically, the people of the United States seemed

to have beccme more anti-Japanese than before and

the press was indiecating a sentiment against anything
in the nature of appeasement, Since an inability to
obtain replenishment of oil suprlies would alone,

and soon, mean a desperate condition for the Japanese
the situation bade fair to become menacing,

By Lay, 1941, it had been settled that
Asiatic Fleat would not be reinforced with surface
ships but that there was intention to very heavily
inerease the British Fleet in the Far East., The
natural sequence would be that if a joint Naval commander

' waes established he would be Lritish, The 1little joint
planning which was teing actually accomplished was
between the Hritish and Duteh local fleets — with an
informal understanding that any of our Naval forces
which went south would expect to fit into their tac-
tical plans. Our war plan for initial deployment placed
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our surface ships toward the south but the various
considerations in the pleture effectively pres-
cribed that those ships should be under a Task Force
Cnmmnndarz and also, apart from facility of radio
communications, that the Asiatlic Fleet administra-
tion and strategic command should be from on shore,
Manila Bay. Authority for moving the Fleet Office
ashore was obtained from the Navy Department,

Consideration was given to establishing
the Fleet Command Post at Cavite or Sangley Point,
but that idea was discarded. Commander in Chief's
presence would have tended to interfere with the pro-
per status and functioning of the offices of the
16th Naval District, All space and facilities there
were already taxed and an added activity in that
space would have been disadvantageous from all stand-
points, lioreover, it was seen that it was most
desirable for Commander in Chief to be located for
easy and convenlient conference with U.3., Army
authorities, locking toward improved arrangements
for cnoperaiion. The same applied as regards the
American High Commissioner, but to lesser degree,
Since, also, the Fleet anchorage was naturally near
to Manila, ffur leave, liberty and supply purposes)
it was decided to establish the shore Command Post in
Manila City. There was no Army office space avail-
able to us and provision for a Joint Command Post was
5%111 in the planning stage.

The most suitable place was in a buillding
on the waterfront which the State Department was
-planning to use for the U.S5. Consul and the Trade
Commissioner, An effort was made to obtain this space,
but the State Department was entirely non-cooperative
and, though the needs of its officials were of quite
minor importance and already fairly adequately looked
after, the Forelgn Service did not recede from its
pnsitlnn.

Accordingly, some space was rented in another
building, also on the waterfront. This space was
sufficient and was suitable except that it was in a

.commercial office bullding where maintenance of secrecy
and security of papers, etc., was difficult and required
strong guards.

During the period, there was disclosed
other instances of important documents being badly de-
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layed on the way to CinCAF from Navy Departuent,

The difficulties seemed to lie in the great slowness
and the mistakes in operating the system for trans-
mission of secret mail, In tie end, no real damage
resulted but the repeated fatlures caused urncusiness,
to say the least,

Received a personal letter from Vica
Admiral Layton, R.N., indicating that his command now
had authority over the Eritish oil industry in north-
west Borneo and would institute preparatlions lor
demolition, This was a sequence of considernble
"eonversation", briefly as follows:-

During the Winter of 193:9-42, 1% bocaue
apparent within the Asiatic Flset cormand that the
Far BEast petroleum supplies constituted the one
strategic raw material that would le ahsolutel; writal
to Japan in war. In late 1940, all of the high
officials of the "Stanvac" Company, (whoze holdings
were mostly in Sumatra), were in lanila,- followlng
attendance during the N,E.I, = Japan conference on
oil which had recently been completed in Fatavia,
CinCAF obtained from the Stanvac officlals some np=
to-date data concerning the industry and certain

ninside” information on the general picture surroundir

that situation. On all occasions therealter,- and
particularly during Captain Purnell's various econ-
ferences, at Singapore cr Batavla,- every orportunity
was taken to urge upon such authorities as could ‘e

reached the necessity for readiness to deny the .Z.1.

petroleum to an invading enemy, We represented that
common knowledge to the effect that thorough pre-
paration and resolution, to that end, existed would
serve as a deterant to 1’:hu prospective enemy.

* Naturally, the vast importance of the sub=-
ject was apparent to all who would thi-l shout it and
our prospective Allies had it in mind all along., It
was at the same time clear that commercial and
business interests, and rivalries, were very wuch in
the picture,- hence cur urging and even lnslstence
about a ren&iness and a will for destruction. The

order of good falth in which the wvarious oll com-
panies met the requests for sald prerarations scened
to be:= (1) Stanvaec, (2) Dutch=Shell, (2) The
British company in northwest Forneo, The latter soom
to make 1ittle progress toward this "scorched earth"
preparation until the British Commander of the Fleat
acquired authority,
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A6 JUNE to 30 JUNE 1941

The Husso-German war began and it was
definitely a surprise for we had received no in-
dication that the Russians would not grant a
sufficient number of the "reguests” which we had
heard the Germans were making on them, This event
caused CinCAF to again consider the probability of
a Japanese aggression into Siberia rather than to
the south. There was indication that the German
attack on Russia was alsc a surprise to the Japanese,
which was naturally a factor in the picture. All
things considered, it seemed likely that the Japanese
would direct any new aggression intoc the channel that
seemed most profitable to them, irrespective of what
the rest of the Axis wanted. fherefura, a southern
advance still seemed likely and, whichever way things
turned, it was seen that our own plans should primarily
be on that basis. Consequently, we made no change in
elther our plans or in our mentsl attitudes.

During the period, word was received from
the Navy Department that Washington had withheld
approval to the report of the last Singapore Conference,
as not meeting the purposes of the prospective Allies
in the Far East theatre. Incidentally, that last
Conference had really ended only at about the point at
which it should have begun and had not produced a
practical, realistic plan which would carry through.
There were so many conferees present that difficulties
were great, without prior agreements, agenda, etc.,
and it was too hard a task for the presiding officer
to handle.

However, there was not much cloudiness as
regards the Aslatic Fleet's situation and what was
expected of it, There was agreement and understanding
with the Navy Department on the general lines of a
war plan involving the Far East., It was clear that
the Initial Deployment of surface combat ships and
of large Auxiliaries was to be to the southwest,
most probably to base on Singapore,- but the Depart-
ment continued to leave much to the discretion and
initiative of CinCAF, 1In his hands remained the
decision as to what ships would depleoy to points out-
side the Philippines and what ships, if any, were to
pass to the strategic direction of any other commander.
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At the end of the period, the Fleet
Offices were established in Marsman Building,
on the Manila Harbor waterfront, A Task Force was
established with the Chief of Staff, (Purnell)
commanding, and assisted by an operations stuf} only.
All files, documents and Fleet flag equipment which
would not be needed by the Task Force Commander
were moved off HOUSTON,- into storage or to the Fleet
Office, Henceforth, all fleet administration and all
operations of units not included in the Task Force,
(which became designated Task Force Five), were from

on shore.

No extra officers, other than some V-7
Ensigns for coding boards, were taken in, for fleet
or task force staffs, That meant harder work for
the staff officers but their working conditions be-
came improved; HOUSTON had been very crowded and hot.
The Fleet Office was continuously open, with watches
established as on board ship. Radio communications
were established in the Fleet 0ffices; there was
also a visual signal watch, with adequate equipment,
so that rapid communications were as good as when
the Fleet Flag was ship-borne, As soon as these
arrangements were completed, the Aslatic Fleet command
was stream-lined for war, There would remain, at
most, only the transfer to HOUSTON of less than one
patrol plane load of administrative staff personnel
with equipment. The Fleet Office eventually became
quite adequate and satisfactory. Its establishment
and its work would have required much less effort if
it could have been in the Tourist Bureau Buillding, in
the space which the State Department insisted on
having for its Consul.

During the pericd, the Fleet held a goodly
rnumber of those gunnery exercises which require the
most in the way of equipment and services. The
Flaet's work was somewhat interrupted by typhoons.

AT013 JULY

The ASHEVILLE was. totally disabled off
Swatow, China, during bad weather., MARBLEHEAD was
sent to the rescue and towed this gunboat to Manilaj
she as well as TULSA was henceforth retained in
Fhilippine waters., The MARELEHEAD again showed high
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efficiency in that mission; she was an old ship but
her g::lﬂnnal always made the beat of what they had
and s Cruiser could always be depended upon.

The Task Force, (the surface ships, in-
cluding large Auxiliaries, and alsc the Submarines),
left lanila Bay and operated in the southern waters.
The harbors of the Sulu chain were most used but
the ships wisited other ports as well, Task Force
Five Commander's directive was to return ships, in
small detachments, to Manila Bay for 2 to 3 day
visits, in order to replenish stores as needed and
to give liberty. The two Tankers contimied their rather
frequent voyages to N.E.I., oll ports for cargo, The
Fleet had for some time been getting most of its fuel
from those fields and it was obtalned from at least
three ports in order to work up latitude and
elasticity in supply. We began administration toward
keeping all Navy-owned tankage filled and also began
working on the commerical fuel companies to the end
that they would keep as heavy reserves as possible,-
particularly in Manila tanks.

From this time omward, 3 to 6 patrol planes
operated continuously along the southern boundary of
the Philippines. These operations were in part
"neutrality patrols" and in part for general security.
Later, an unofficial understanding was entered into
with the Dutch Navy under which there was some
linking up with the air patrol which they had long
maintained along the northeast boundary of the N,E,I,
The patrol planes based on their Tenders., Certain
minor basing facilities were also extemporized on
shore on Balabac Island and in the Gulf of Davao,

A damaged Fritish Battleship passed through
bound for Bremerton, This was the second Eritish
man-of-war to visit ilanila for fuel, ete,, while
bound te a U.S. port. We made every endeavor toward
secrecy and avoldance of publieity but the Fritish
personnel showed no great interest to that end,

In an excellent public speech, on 4 July,
the American High Commissioner, the Honorable ilr,
Bayre, showed a decided change in mental attitude
tnwar& the possibilities in the international situation.
A few months previously he had thought that the
possibility of our becoming involved in a war in the
Far East wes quite remote, The American High
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efficiency in that mission; she was an old ship but
her g::lnnnel always made the best of what they had
and s Cruiser could always bYe depended upon,

The Task Force, (the surface ships, in-
cluding large Auxiliaries, and also the Submarines),
left lanila Bay and operated in the southern waters.
The harbors of the Sulu chain were most used but
the ships visited other ports as well., Task Force
Filve Commander's directive was to return ships, in
small detachments, to Manila Bay for 2 to 3 day
visits, in order to replenish stores as needed and
to give liberty. The two Tankers continued their rather
frequent voyages to N,E,I, oil ports for cargo, The
Fleet had for some time been getting most of its fuel
from those flelds and it was obtained from at least
three ports in order to work up latitude and
alasticit{ in supply. We began administration toward
keeping all Navy-owned tankage filled and also began
working on the commerical fuel companies to the end
that they would keep as heavy reserves as possible,=-
particularly in Manila tanks,

From this time orward, 3 to 6 patrol planes
operated continuously along the southern boundary of
the Philippines. These operations were in part
"neutrality patrols" and in part for general security.
Later, an unofficial understanding was entered into
with the bDutch Navy under which there was some
linking up with the air patrol which they had long
malntained along the northeast boundary of the N.E.I.
The patrol planes based on their Tenders. Certain
minor basing facilities were also extemporized on
shore on Balabac Island and in the Gulf of Davao,

A damaged British Battleship passed through
bound for Bremerton, This was the second British
man-of-war to visit llanila for fuel, etec,, while
bound to a U.S. port. We made every endeavor toward
secrecy and avoldance of publicity but the Rritish
personnel showed no great interest to that end.

In an excellent public speech, on 4 July,
the American High Comnissioner, the Honorarle ilr,
Sayre, showed a decided chanpge in mental attitude
tuwar& the possibilities in the international situation,
A few months previously he had thought that the
possibility of our becoming involved in a war in the
Far East was quite remote., The Aimerican High
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Commissioner had by now changed his views and,

with his full establishment, had become quite active
in promoting, fostering and directing the local
measures under the category of "civilian defense".

During the period, rather definite in-
dications were received that the Japanese were about
to begin a much more inclusive occupancy of Indo-
China. Moreover, that they were projecting a build-
up in their niliiarr strength as well as an increase
in economic control of that country. On 15 July,
the Commanding General and CinCAF received directives
to proceed with laying the Army and Navy mine fields,

16 T0 31 JULY

There were a considerable number of
changes in the Japanese Cabinet during the pericd
which was, however, mainly marked by thelir military
occupation of all of Indo=China. The Nawval selizure
and prospective use of Tourane, Kamranh Bay and Saigon
was of course included and became a matter of great
interest to the other Fleets in the Far 2ast. The
flying fields which thus came into Japanese use did
not bring Japanese aircraft any nearer to Luzon but
did constitute a serious advance toward Malaya. The
Indo-China French, (Vichy), surrendered their country
to the Japanese, after some little demurring, and the
latter's powerful amphibious expedition did not come
into action, The Jap ships hung fire in the vicinity
of Hainan for some days. As a matter of exercise
as much as a precaution, Navy patrol planes made some
flights in that direction but did not get into contact,

We obtained news of certain financial
and economic steps which our Government was institutlng
against Japan, On the 27th, the induction of the
Philippine Army into the Federal service was announced,
with Eiautanant General Douglas MacArthur to command
the mixed forces which were to be known as the U,S.
Army Forces in the Far East, (USAFFE).

Mine laying by the army and the Naval Dis-
trict began at once - too hastily in the case of the
Navy - and notices of the fact and of the navigational
dangers were issued immediately. ©Steps were at once
taken to patrol off the fields with our small vessels
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and to conduct the normal sea traffic through the
gates, The warning notices were issued repeatedly
but keeping ahigs out of danger consumed much
effort; all small craft available were assigned to
the duty and even Destroyers had to be used
occasionally. There was loss of one or two small
vessels and some lives despite all precautions,

The plan was to defer laying the mine field
at Subic Bay and the outer Navy field off the north
Manila Bay entrance until the dry-dock DEWEY was
moved. The dock arrived at Mariveles on 22 July and
was there moored in condition for docking ships;
she was made self-operating and self-sustaining.

Much material and several tools, as well as personnel
sufficient for operations, were brought down from
Olongapo. Conditions were difficult and the many
obstacles to operations were overcome by efficlent
and devoted effort of the personnel, Lieutenant C,.J,.
Weschler was in charge and was both untiring and very
able, The DENEY later accomplished a great deal of
ship work at Mariveles and continued in operations
even after the siege of Bataan was well along. By
the end of this period, Olongapo was abandoned except
as an asuxiliary air base and for cccupancy by Marines
and some Navy personnel.

Two weeks elapsed after the Department's
order before CAnCAF was able to report to Washington
that Subic and Manila Bays were closed by mines; and
the fields were far from complete even then. It was
previously known that the Army's planting would be
slow but the Navy's was expected to be rapid. One
reason for the slowness did lay in adverse weather
for it was the season of the year's worst weather along
the west coast of Luzon., Moreover, it was somewhat
evident that the type of mine suppiiad the Navy was so
delicate in certain features that very highly specliallzed
personnel was required. The Naval District elither did
not have the requisite personnel available or did not
properly administrate it because the mining went badly.
In addition to technical errors, there was also de-
ficient seamanship and poor arrangements for handling
the planters. The Fleet Gunnery Officer and the per-
sonnel of two, (Bird), Sweepers, which had recently
arrived on the Station, uvantuaily solved the technical
and the planting difficulties. But so many mines were
lost that .the integrity of the fields was considerably
depreciated.
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The Task Force continued exercises in
southern Fhilippine waters, Maintenance and altera-
tions were bain% carried on by Cavite and the

normal number of ships under overhaul was contimued,
The 0TUS's conversion to a Submarine Tender was
partly completed and she joined the Task Force. Very
little had been accomplished in addition to the
"hotel accomodations" and provision for storage.
There was nothing available for her shop equipment
and the conversion of this ship never got any
farther, OTUS did help somewhat with the Submarines
but a fully adequate Tender, in addition to CANOPUS,
continued to be badly needa&.

Authority and final arrangements were com-
pleted for putting the four Danish freight ships into
the carrying trade under American President Line
management, Their total capacity was 33,000 tons and
the Far East had long been full of freight awaiting
shipment, The delays in utilizing those four ships
was exagperating, from the local standpoint. The
reason was not really known but there were signs that
too much formalism and too many legalistie factors
had been in the plcture. As heretofore stated, one
of these four ships was physically available for con-
version into a Submarine Tender for months before
OTUS arrived at Manila,

170 15 AUGUST 1941

The mine laying continued and approached
the point of falr security against entry into Subilec
or Manila Bays of anything except small Submarines

and shallow draft surface craft. The various difficulties

within the Naval District continued - accentuated by
sickness of key personnel - and the affairs there
consumed much time and effort of the fleet command and
staff, The fleet staff was being very hard worked,

The Commarding General, USAFFE, and CinCAF
exchanged offiecial calls and held brief conferences,
CinCaF set forth his personal position as regards the
rnethods of commanding his own forces and explained
any possible relationship with the other two Fleets.
Hie stated that he did not think the time had yet
arrived to disturt the cooperate relationship as
v-tween the Naval District and Philippine Department
of the Army and that such cooperation between District
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and Coast Defense, Manila Bay, should continue to be
direct and immediate in any case. However, CinCAF
stated that he had established his offices in Manila
rather than at Cavite in order to facilitate con-
ference, ete,, and that he would always be available
for such, on any subject. A little later, on account
of the recurrent illnessaes of the Dintric& Commandant,
CinCAF informed Commanding General, USAFFE, that he
rather than the Commandant would be the Commanding
General's opposite number in gll respects, The in-
duction of the Philippine Army and the building up of
the USAFFE was being accompanied with much publicity,=-
which condition continued throughout.

During the period, we heard that current
oplrnion in some quarters was to the effect that the
Japanese would attack Siberia but we made no modi- ;
fication in our own preparations or attitude., CinCAF
informally called the Department's attention to the
vulnerability of the Marines and Gunboats which were
in China, He also advised, informally, that another
Flay Officer be sent to command the Naval District
so that the industrial activities could be separated
from the District Command, (This was before the current
Commandant was invalided).

The operations of Task Force Five continued
as before, Its commander was in Manila for two days,=-
in HOUSTON which had returned for supplies, It was
entirely apparent that the Task Force and its tralning
were being efficiently handled.

13 10 31 AUGUST

The period was uneventful as far as the
Asiatic Fleet was concerned. It included the com-
pletion of understandings on certain points in war
plans,- which were not of major importance., CinCAF pre-
pared an "appreciation" concerning the continued re-
tention of his foreces in China which set forth his
opinion that they should be withdrawn to the Philiprines
in the near future, An election of Commorwealth
officials was pending and was the subject of greatest
current interest within the Philipplnes,




This perlod also was unmarked by events
or decisions of any considerable importance, The
large projects looking toward larger scale readiness
of the Naval District began moving along at a hetter
rate, Cavite continued routine work en ships, The
Task Force continued its training in soutliern waters,
with ships returning to Manila every 4 to 5 weels,
in detachments. Because of the very great shortepe
in Submarine Tenders, the six S-class Subnarines were
being based at Manila as well as was possible, The
first of the Pacific Fleet crulsers which had lLegun
to escort important west-bound ships arrived.,  lany
more American and British offieials than usual were
stopping off at ilanila as they travelled on their
various missions,

Little information concerning the Japanese
was being received from any source, Such news as
did arrive indicated that the financial and economic
measures which had been effected against them were
resulting in such pressure that the Japanese would
have to effect adjustment in the not far dlstant
future.

The press indicated that there was a rather
wide-spread belief in the States that the tension in
the Far Zast was becoming eased, lore authoritative
advices did not agree and while there seemed hope that
there would be a peaceful settlement of the outstand-
1n§ difficulties with the Japanese, there was no
definite ground for optimism, However, the Japsness
Fleet was found to be returning to home bases and there
was no evidence of increasing occupation of Indo-China,

The HENDERSON made a routine transport
voyage, including calls at China ports. lio replace=
ments were sent to our Forces in China and there
were some withdrawals additional to short-timers, so
that the remaining Forces were:- it Pekin nnd Tientsin,
200 Marines and llavy. At Shanghai, 800 Karines and
Navy. Also three Gunboats on the iuwer Yangtze and
one in South China. The Navy Department had rejected
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th. recommendation that those Forces be withdrawn

b ently with this voyage of the Transport.

c had, aside from his concern about personnel in
the wilnerable locations, hoped to obtain the Commander
of th. Yangtze Patrol for other duty., Another Flag
Office» was badly needed in the Philippines.

Information received indicated that strong
Army reliforcements were arriving in the Philippines,
or enrouty, and that about 80 modern pursuit planes
were a on hand, There occurred, (23rd), a
tracted {nterview between the Commanding General
and ‘he CinCAF,- at the latter's instance. It
was learned that the USAFFE was going far beyond the
war plans, by including in the Defense Zone virtually
all of the Philippines except Mindanao and Palawan,
The plan envissged a fully equipped ground army of
200,000, (eleven divisions), and a powerful air de-
tlnﬁlu + The date of campintn readiness was to
be about six months in the future. CinCAF put forward
the necessity for cooperation,- generally, but more
specifically as between Army and Navy aircraft., He
also made known to the Commanding General the major
points in all the conversations with the Fritish and
Duteh Fleets and explained our current situation
as regards joint action with those forces.

The Rear Admiral commanding 16th Naval
District was invalided home. There were continued
instances of failure to receive important information
Irom the Navy Department and CinCAF was constrained
to make an offizial protest., The fuel situation was
improving in that increased stocks of boiler and
Diesel fuel were being kept on hand, The situation
was less satisfactory as regards high-test gasoline,
All fuel storage was vulnerable from the air. I!fuch
of the Navy's gasoline was in drums which were kept
dispersed as much as practicable,

"

The Fleet received six modern Motor Torpedo i

Boats which were transported on the deck of the i
GUADALUPE. Such transport required extensive deck i

fittings and, while so fitted, it is to be regretted

that the ship was not amplnyeé to carry out another .
half squadron of the PT boats., We had expressed the :
belief that the Philippine waters would be the most t
favorable location possible for that type of weapon. ’
Was informed that another Submarine reinforcement, for |
the Asiatic Fleet, was under consideration. The CinCAF EE
‘5
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emphatically urged that an adequate Submarine Tender
accompany, or precede, any reinforcing Submarines.
He also urged upon the Department that an additional
Patrol Plane squadron be despatched to the Philippines.
It was also strongly recommended that a full s on
of Navy Dive Bombers be sent out, forthwith, for
reconnalssance purposes in the dangerous Formosa

gector as well as for their offensive power, We had

a tentative promise of avallability of Army aerodromes
in north Luzon. :

1 70 15 OCTOBER 1241

The mumerous visits of hiih officlals
during this period continued and included Dutch Army
officers. Air Chief Marshall Sir Robert Erook-Popham
also carie to lanila, from Singapore, for a second

visit = ostensidly For conferences on Army affairs,
There was considerable attendant publieity, to which

e N ot Garshall was not adverse, and CAnCAF
advised the Navy Department that such was an undesirable
feature; that in view of our vast defense preparations,
in hand but far from complete, time was in our faver

and that nothing unessential should be done to pre-
cipitate matters, CIinCAF conferred very briefly with
Sir ilobert,- there seemed to be 1little to talk over.

C4inCAF conferred with the Commanding General,
USAFFE. and informed him of the current and prospective
dispcsitinns of the Fleet and on the reinforcements
which had arrived, or were pending. The subject of
aircraft cooperation over the sea was also discussed
and CinCAF stated that he would produce an official
letter which would set forth his own proposals and
henni serve as a concrete basis for further dis-
Ci11S510N,

Task Force Five returned to Manila and was
temporarily inactivated, the command and staff moving
to the Flset Office but leaving all in readiness
for re-activation of the Task organization and command.
The ships had been away from Base, for the most part,
over a period of three months and needed to return
for more supplies and various other attention, Such
information as was available indicated that although
+he situation vis-a-vis Japan remained tense, there
was not great imiediate danger of a rupture and that
the time was as favorable for the ships' return as
would likely Le afforded, Another important matter
for port attention concerned the loads of munitions
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and material in the large auxiliaries. The con-

ditions of storage had been unfavorable for four

months and some rehandling of it was required. Further-
more, a good deal of Fleet administration was in
arrears and required the presence in port of ships,

Unit Commanders, and full Fleet Staff. The CinCAF

also had in mind discussions of broad scope and the
gg::ibla reconsideration of the Fleet's Operating

The departure of the Task Force from Manila
was not scheduled during the period:- The southern
Philippine harbors were open to Submarine attack,
whereas there had been provided at least some mine-
field protection in Manila Bay. We were not at
the time in position for the use of harbors in the
N.E,I. or Malaya. There was no 100% solution which
would give security against surprise attack.

46 TO 31 OCTOBER

During the period, the underground work

on Corregidor and the building-up of the Section Base
at Mariveles made good progress., The Fleet's work in
harbor continued and some underway exercises were
held. Two Destroyers collided during night exercises
and were thereby disabled for several weeks; (PEARY

& and PILLSEURY), Information was received that HOLLAND
and 12 large Submarines were being transferred from
the Pacific to the Asiatic Fleet, CinCAF wrote a
formal letter to Commanding General, USAFFE, as a
basis for more concrete understandings concerning air
operations over the water.

The Japanese Cabinet underwent a re-
organization, The news of it was reason for concern
and new decisions as regards added security pre-
cautions, We established an off-shore air patrol
over about 100 miles of the west Luzon coast, with par=-
ticular coverage for exercise areas, and also set an
anti-submarine sound patrol by Destroyers., Much con-
sideration was given toward return of the Cruisers,
Destroyers and large auxiliaries to more scuthern
waters and CinCAF decided against that step, A far-
reaching proposal was under study at the time and:-
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\ On 27 October, CinCAF proposed to the Navy

\Department that an Initial Deployment of any ships

‘to the south and west be abandoned as a basic part

{ the war plan; and that, instead, the Fleet plan
fight the war with all ships based on lanila

By, The considerations were:-

\ ¥o real progress had been made toward
agr nt on joint Naval cperations with the Uritish
teh and there were no commituents except our

and
gonl e to supply some Destroyers when the Dritish
Htt\\:ﬁuired capital ships,

There was some question as to the effective-
ness of yperations, under the circumstances, as busad
along the lalay Barrier,

Assuming reasonable harbor security, the
Fleet could be more effectively emvloyved from Manila
Bay, on account of its strateglc location; also sur-
face ships, submarines and patrol plenes would be,
severally, more effective when handled in conjunction
with each other,

Lastly, and collaterally, all U,5, Forces
would be definitely employed in defending the
Philippines,- or in conducting offensive operations
from there., (There was little said about this par-
ticular consideration, which wes largely nsyechologice).

The Fleet command and staff was by no means
unified and in agreement on the correctness of that
proposal of 27 October, There was much argument
which hinged, of course, on the real situstion as
regards the probable security and integrity of lanila
Bay as a Naval BEase., The proponents argued that thle
situation had already greatly changed by the bullding
up of the USAFFE which would very soon be strong
encugh to withstand a heavy amphibious expediticn;
and that although an enemy would probably get his
bombers through at times, the U.5. army pursuit squad-
rons had become so strong that there would be no
sustained bombing attacks on llanila Fay. 1The
opponents argued that USAFFE would net be bullt up
into sufficient strength for some months; and that
while pursuit planes were available in considersble
mumbers, (said to be 100 plus), there would not therein
be sufficiant opposition to provide anything like the
security that we needed. The opponents of thae proposal
were headed by the Chief of Staff. ile was right.
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A T0 12 NOVEMBER 1941

The period was somewhat marked by uncer-
tainty and indecision, As heretofore recorded, CinCAF
had previously felt a lack of timely information from
the Navy Dtﬁartnant and grave delays had been exper-
ienced in the transmission of what was sent. In those
earlier instances no disadvantage resulted which was
of considerable importance., Although request for
decision on the important despatch of 27 October was
made on 6 November, no reply been received by the
end of this period and theat circumstance was guite
disadvantageous, Some despatches, particularly one
received about 12 November, contulnad the Department's
instructions on comparitively minor matters and un-
fortunately the CinC thought there was contained certain
indication that his proposal to fight the campaign
from Manila Bay with the entire fleet was meeting some
favor. No definite steps were thereupon taken toward
implementing that proposal but, on the other hand,
the detailed preparations for an initial deployment
to the southward were not pressed; certain munitions,
supplies, etec,, were not hurried back into the large
Auxiliaries, fha combatant ships were maintained in
sufficient readiness, (normal maintenance continued),
but such was not altogether the case with the
Auxiliaries: the extreme congestion of Cavite's water-
front made handling stores a slow matter, which added
to the sericusness of losing time.

The War Plans Officer from Singapore,
Captain Collins, R.A.N,, and our observer there, Captain
Creighton U.S.ﬁ., were in Manila 2 to 3 November.
The Cinckﬁ informed them concerning the broad lines
of his proposal of 27 October. The subject of loaning
Destroyers for operations with BEritish capital ships
was also discussed as a separate issue, The Department
had been informed that under certain circumstances such
loan up to two Divisions could be made,

The effort at entering into adeguate
arrangements for joint operations of Army and Navy air-
craft, over the seas, met with a decided rebuff from
the USAFFE. Toward the end of the period, some dis-
position developed toward meeting us but Ehare seemed
to be urwillingness to go as far even as the arrange-
ments which for some time had been in effect in the
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Hawaiian Islands; and no great progress was ever made
in the Philippines toward unified air cperations,
During the period, PatWing Ten photographed Spratley
and Itu Aba Islands., Little development was found

on Spratley but considerable was discovered on the
other Island.

A few sets of Radar equipment arrived for
the USAFFE and one set was received for the Marines,
which was put at the disposal of the Army. It was
unfortunate that this highly important equipment did
not arrive sooner, and in greater quantity, so that an
adequate air-warning system could have been in full
being., The CinCAF, with Commanding General, Philippine
Department ccncurring, had urged early in tﬂe year
that a few llavy sets be sent out and set up at
appropriate locatlions on shore, No defense equipment
was more important,

The Section Base, Mariveles, progressed more
rapldly and arrived at the point of some utility. We
began assembling provisions and general supplies in
its storehouses, There was some progress in laying
the torpedo baffle nets across lMariveles entrance;
the planting methods employed were very primitive,

We completed plans for improving the security of that
anchorage, as against Submarine entry, with mines,
Also began placing permanent moorings - buoys and dol-
phins = to increase the berthing capacity of the en-
closed space,

Eight large Sutmarines arrived from Pearl
Harbor on B lNovember and brought word that HOLLAND and
the remaining four Submarines were starting later; also
that the Squadron Commander, who was slated to take
command of all the Asiatic Submarines, would arrive
with the last detachment, Heavy Cruisers were calling
with greater frequency,- as ocean escorts of trans-
ports from Hawall,

The CinC received the Department's directive
to withdraw Marines and Guntoats from China. Since
the N.E. monsoon was now at its height, the voyage
of the river Gunboats was foreseen to be a feat of sea-
manship. Decided that, in any case, we would get the
Marines out of Shanghai ahead of the Gunboats but they
immediately began assermbling., Two President Liners
were chartered for earliest possible despatch to
Shanghai, where the larines would be able to load at
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short notice, Those at Pekin and Tientsin had to
proceed to Chinwangtao for embarkation and their
movement to that port was likely to be slow. (The
withdrawal order was received embarrassingly late).

UMr. Kurusu passed through lanila, en route to
Washington, and CAnCAF saw him at a reception given
in his honor. The conversation was brief; Kurusu
remarked that his "mission was to keep our Asiatic
Fleet idle"™ but he evinced no real hopefulness of
succeeding in whatever his mission really was.

The Philippine election was completed, per-
mitting some abeyance of politics. Most of the éraval
by the clipper was being under "prior preference", con=-
trolled at Washington, uMany writers were travellinx
in that category. Officer messengers coming straight -
by plane from that city and bringing the latest in-

formation could have been very helpful at this time,

6 T oV

There was definite information during the
period that the Japanese army was engaged in con-
siderable movement along the China and Indo-China coasts.
Those movements could be estimated as presaging only
inereased occupation of southern Indo-China or of an
advance into Thailand; a few held opinions to that
effect, There was no definite information of Japanese
Naval movements that carried much significance, The
Flaet Staff was busy during the first few days of the
peried in revising the Operating Plan on the basis of
fighting a campaign from kanila Bay with all the
Fleet,~ less any forces loaned to the British Fleet.
No further information or instruections on that point
having been recelved from the Department, the CinCAF
on 12 November informed a full conference of Unit
Commanders concerning the proposals which he had sub-
mitted and stated that, although approval had not been
received, time did not permit further delay in
definitaiy undertaking the corresponding preparations.

The Department's despatch definitely with-
holding approval was received on 20 November, The
Department's estimate and instructions were correct
and the proposals of CinCAF, 27 Octcber, were wrong.

o harm would have ensued if CinCAF had not been allowed
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to persist in his error over a vital period of three
weeks. As things eventuated, the damage was not so
very great anyhow and was offset by the fact
that the Fleet did "stand-by" the USAFFE more per-
sistently than a cold-blooded estimate of the real
situation called for, (If there is benefit therein
it 18 of course psychologic only).

Upon receipt of the Department's despatch,
all plans and preparations were immediately thrown
back upon the original basis,- with initial deployment
of surface forces to be to the southward., (is before
mentioned, the inadequacies of facilities ashore slowed
up changes in the loading of Auxiliaries, etc.,) The
CAnCAF did, however, decide to retain all Submarine
Tenders in Manila Bay. That turned out to bYe an in-
correct decision, The 29 Submarines themselves con-
stituted most of the potentiality of the Fleet; they
could be most effective if they cperated with the
strategic advantage of Manila's location and they
needed all the services which the Tenders could supply
if the boats were to retain their effectiveness over
any considerable period, Therefore, as seen at the
time, that risk had to be taken.

Since the availability of ComYangPat
(Glassford), could by then be foreseen, it was decided
to put him in command of Task Force Five, upon his
arrival. The CinCAF adhered to his declision of June
1941, to maintain his own command post in Manila and
also decided to directly command the Coastal Frontier,-
which had far outgrown its original dimensions and by
then comprised the greater part of the Fhilippine
waters, Only the original sea defensive zones, in
and off Manlila and Suble Bays, were kept under Comman=-
dant 16's jurisdiection and o enough surface craft
for that coverage was permanently assigned to the
District; however, the small ships were switched back
and forth between Fleet and District as the day-to-day
demands called for, In consequence of these arrange-
ments, the CinC retained perscnal command of Submarines,
the Patrol Wing, the Kotor Torpedo Boats and some of
the small surface craft which were to operate within
the Sea Frontier. A larger staff was therefore re-
quired than had been contemplated in June, Eear
Admirals Glassford and Rockwell were both "new" in the
duties which were to confront them. Lear Admiral
Purnell was fully experienced and was wariously in
demand; the CinCAF decided that he must be retained
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for the duties of Chief of Staff. Preparations for
a Joint Army and Navy, (including Air), Command Post
had been underway for months, It was being con-
structed by the Army, underground at Camp McKinley,
which was not an advantageous location for the Navy
but the Army considered the underground spaces at
Corregidor unsuitable on account of the location.
However, the preparations at McKinley were months
from completion and that installation never got into
the pilcture.

During the period, we began moving ex-
plosives out of: the casemates of the Naval magazine,
Cavite, and placing them in a large ammunitlon dump
iatlblllhnd n the open along a beach a few miles from
Cavite. The greater part of such inflammables as
gaintu, dryers, etc., also was moved out of Cavite,

e large quun%ity of filled gasoline drums was further
dispersed; by this time we had gasoline widely scattered
about in the Manila and Subic Bay areas as well as
small caches at various outlying points. The CInCAF
directed that certain projects for elaborate bomb-
gsgg; structures be discontimued and that available
effort be directed toward extensive provision of bomb

igglgiﬁi giving reasonable security against fragments
t but not against direct bomb hits,

On 24 November, CinCAF sent ELACK HAWK and
four Destroyers to Balikpapan; MARBLEHEAD and four
Destroyers to Tarakan., Those were the two east Forneo
oll ports; the detachment commanders' instructions were
to go to them for fuel but to "have difficulty" in ob-
taining full loads - with a view to occcupying the ports,
or vicinity, for a protracted period if necessary.
HOUSTON was directed to further hasten the completion
of mounting four 1.1 inch quadruple machine guns
then to proceed to Iloilo or wicinity and await {he
arrival of Commander, Task Force Five,

The CinCAF received, on 26 November, a
Navy Department despatch which indicated very serious
developments in the American-~Japanese relations,
The American High Commissioner received a similar
despatch on the following day and, in consequence, called
into conference the Commanding General, USAFFE, and
the CinCAF, All three conferees set forth the current
situation, as concerned the activities and responsi-
bilities in their own fields, and discussed any
additional measures which seemed possible, One of the
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three expressed greater optimism than did the other
t‘lmi all were fully aware of the necessity for pro-
moting an optimistic spirit in the lower echelons.

The HOLLAND and four Submarines arrived.
The two Squadron organizations were inactivated,
washing out that command and administrative echelon
so that the chain of command was direct from Commander
Submarines to the Division Commanders. The latter,
five in number, assumed staff duties in addition to
their nominal command functions,- which latter were
not to be exercised at sea except under circumstances
calling for special orders to that effect. The
Division Commanders were specialized in their staff
capacities,- two for operations, etc., One Squadron
Commander took over duties as Chief of Staff to
Commander Submarines and was especially charged with
operations and training. The other Squadron Commander
had the Department's orders as Commander Submarines
and the date for turn-over was set as of 1l December,
(When the turn-over actually occurred, the outgoing
offtcer - Captain Wilkes - was held at lanila,- for
eventualities). The Commander of Destroyers was informed
that a war would be a Division Commanders' war and that
't was unlikely that he would command Destroyer for-
mtions at sea.

The two President liners loaded the Fourth
larines, and attached Naval personnel, at Shanghai, with
the ireater portion of tieir movable equipment and
supplies and sailed, separately. Four large Submarines
had bet sent to escort them from a point to the north-
ward of Formosa. Of the three Yangtze Gunboats, the
smallest was laid up at Shanghal, pretty well s{'.ripped
down and sgquipped for demolition; (when the time came,
the personiel failed to destroy her). The other two
then sailed for ifanila; PIGECN and FINCH were sent
north to escert the Gunboats down because there was
no experience to show the effect of rough water on them;
the "Bird-Eoatg" themselves got into trouble on account
of the bad weather on the way north, The South China
Gunboat, WMINDANAOD, was held at Hong Kong until the
developments with the other two were known, Inasmuch
as it had previously been represented that she could
be useful in defending Hong Kong it was urwlse to
subject her to too mich weather risk,

Toward the end of the periocd, a valuable
Army convoy was nearing llanila, under escort of BOISE.
The LANGLEY was Jjust arriving o replenish stores and
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revise cargo, having been held in the southern
islands for a long period,- tending the air patrols
end establishing two extemporized air bases. TRINITY
and PECOS were arriving with full loads of fuel

which they had taken on in the N.E.I.

On 29 November, received a definite War
Warning from the Navy Department. Additional to the
disposition of ships previously listed, in the fore-
going, the forces of the Fleet were occupying the
following stations 29-30 November:-

Three Destroyers were on listening and
general patrol off the Manila-Subic Bay entrances, The
remaining two of the Squadron were still at Navy Yard,
repairing collision damages.

Three Submarines were in Navy Yard hands.
The remainder were in Manila Bay or were training in
the vieinity. The three Submarine Tenders were
scattered from Mariveles to Manila Harbor. The practice
of berthing Submarines alongside Tenders in large
numters, or in large "trots", had been discontinued.
Not mere than two were being alongside or together and
all berthing was considerably dispersed.

There was one aircraft detachment based on
Balabac and one in Davao Gulf, Each comprised one
small Tender with patrol planes in the eastern detach-
ment and utility planes at Balabac., The planes were
patrolling off-shore and linking up in an informal
arrangement with the Dutch planes, One full siggdrnn
of PEY's was basing on Sangley Point, the remainder
of the large planes at Olongapo; in each case a certaln
degree of localized dispersal and concealment was being
practiced. An auxiliary and extemporized base at
Los Banos, (in Laguna de Bal), was ready for use.

The remaining small eraft were in Manila
Bay or vieinity. The inshore patrol and guarding of
the mine fields continued to absorb much effort of small
craft; and more of them than was usual were 1ln Navy
Yard hands. .

1 T0 7 DECENEER 1941

The Marines arrived from Shanghal and were
disembarked into Olongapo, via tugs and lighters, with
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weapons, munitions, field equipment and all supplies,
The Fourth Marines immediately set about reorganizing
as 'a 3-battalion Regiment, equalizing the strength
from the 600 to 700 Marines of the battalion that was
already in the Philippines, etec. The Hegiment was told
to occupy the Bataan Peninsula for the yresent ,- from
Mariveles to Olongapo and somewhat to the northward

of the latter. Having mostly leng service men and a
full complement of regular officers, the [larines were
the strongest infantry regiment in the Fhilippines;

it was not equipped for rapid movement.

One of the President Line ships was turned
around as quickly as possible and salled for Ching-
wangtao to embark the remaining Narines. B5She never
arrived there., The Army convoy arrived on the 4th; its
escort, BOISE, was fueled and supplied and sailed fer
Cebu to await further orders. The HINDANAO sailed from
Hong Kong about 3 Decermber and arrived at lanila on
the 9th, having encountered considerable difficulty
with the N.E. monsoon seas.

The two Gunbeats from Zhanghai had less
difficulty and, with the two "Bird Eoats", arrived at
Manila on the 4th; all three river Gunboats joined
the inshore Patrﬁi. Rear Admiral Glassford set about
getting in touch with the situation and at constituting
a staff preparatcry to assuming comnand of Task Force
Five. It was regrettable that he could not have
started such preparation some time before, ictually
he reached Manila at virtually the last minute and
at a time when all activity was particularly intense.

LANGLEY, TRINITY and PECOS arrived and
Prefared for departure, Tankage on shore was nearly
full and there was difficulty in disposing of the
cargoes of the two Tankers. None of those three large
Auxiliaries had left lanila by the end of the pericd.
ISABEL was despatched to an outpost patrol station
off the Indo-China coast. A small sailing yacht with
auxiliary power was taken over and fitted out for a
similar mission but the preparations were only Jjust
completed by 7 December. (This vessel was eventually
sailed to Java and then to Australia by Fleet personnel,-
including the Flag Lieutenant,- who were evacuating
to the southward),

The CinCAF, the Commanding General of

USAFFE and certain of their subordinates held a con-
ference, on 1 December, on joint operations of alreraft
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over the seas, Preparatory conferences had been

held by the Air Commanders and progress resulted on
this date. It was agreed that Army heavy bombers
would take over the patrol of the two northern sectors
which touched Formosa, Their speed and ceiling better
fitted them for coping with any enemy fighters that
might come out from the Formosan landing fields. We
obtained no enemy information from those planes during
the period.

The Navy Patrol Planes made a considerable
number of long reconnaissance flights during the
period., Those which went to the Indo-China coast
were not routine flights but were at the personal, day-
to-day, direction of CinCAF., The instructions were to
avold being sighted from the coast, or by Japanese
ships, if practicable, The PEY's were sighted and at
times by Japanese planes but they were not attacked,.
The patrol planes did sight a large number of transport
and cargo ships in harbor or at sea, In Kamranh Eay
alone there were over 20 large or medium sized ships,=-
with an air patrol over them,- and numerous small craft,
Not much enemy information was received, during the
period, from other than the Fleet's own sources.
But it became very clear that strong Japanese amphibious
expeditions were prepared to move.

Admiral Tom Phillips, R.N., the new CinC
of the British Far Eastern Fleet, vislted Manila, for
conference, on 5 and 6 December, This was at his own
initiative and he had arranged to make the journey by air,
prior to his arrival at Singapore. Inasmuch as the
conditions and ecircumstances which had previously pre-
vented a visit by CinCAF to Singapore no longer existed,
Admiral Hart would have proceeded to that port for

the conference if the British authorities had given

the necessary information, Admiral Phillips left
Singapore prior to any meeting with Dutch or Australian
Naval authorities, The CinCAF proposed to him that
Admiral Helfrich be included in the conference at Manila
but the despatch got lost somewhere at the Eritish end.

Admiral Phillips arrived at noon, 5 December,
and departed during the evening of the following day;
his presence in kanlla was a carefully guarded secret.
The afternoon and evening of the fifth was taken up
with informal conversations which were followed by a
somewhat formal conference that lasted well through
the following day. The Commanding General of USAFFE
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and his Chlef of Staff were present during all the
periods that involved other than Naval subjects.
During the conversations, CinCAF learned for the
first time that the British had been assured of
American armed support in mny of four contingencies
having to do with Japanese aggression against
Thailand, the N.,E.I., etec, It should be said that
Admiral Phillips showed himself to be a remarkably
able officer,- possessing very broad knowledge, with
keen intuition and judgment. Even though our
association with him was brief we sensed that he was
the best man that we had encountered,

Admiral Phillips was made acquainted with
the general Naval and Military situation as for the
Philippines, and he set forth the British situation
and praupec%s. He had brought out PRINCE OF WALES
and HEPULSE and had just salled the latter to Port
Darwin - largely for political considerations,
Additional British Battleships were promised at a
rate which would have built up the capital ship force
in the Far East quite rapidly. sdmiral Phillips how-
aver did not have in sight a commensurate force of
Destroyers or of Carriers.

During the discussions it appeared that
as yet, there had been no decided change in the British
Naval attitude in that protection of their sea supply
routes as well as of the troop convoys was still
primary. There was still the trend toward dispersal
of forces. However, the new high command was obviocusly
seeking combat and a coming offensive attitude was
clearly seen. The immediate British Naval concern was
lack of Destroyers; four had accompanied thelr heavy
ships to the Far East but more were wanted at once,
Consequently, Admiral Phillips requested the immedliate
loan of the %wo Destroyer Divisions which had been
eventually promised, There was considerable argument
between the two CinC's, on various subjects, but the
main point of differences hinged upon that &i:positinn
of Destroyers:-

The CinCAF declined to send his Destroyers
to Singapore immediately. He represented that the
British had only twoc capital ships in hand and had
four Destroyers with them; that there were two or three
other British Destroyers assigned to the local defense
of Hong Kong which were the approximate equal of the
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American Destroyers and which were currently not

assigned to very good advantage; that the American

Cruisers needed Destroyers for their full effective-

ness and that the results from our large force of

Submarines could be promoted by the association of

a few Destroyers with them; finally, that though the

promise for loan of American Destroyers would be

kept - and we had disposed them somewhat to that

zﬂd - the time had not arrived to give up two-thirds of
2M,

Toward the end of 6 December, joint des-
patches were drawn up in the conference and sent to
London and Vashington. VWhile the smooth coples were
being made, word came from Singapore that a Jap
amphibious expedition had been sighted in the Gulf of
Siam, heading westward; there was a suggestion that
its objective was an anchorage in Thailand. admiral
Phillips imnediately recalled REPULSE and said that
if he were in Singapore he would go to sea with such
ships as he could collect., Arrangements were made to
send him in an American PEY if his own plane should,
for any reason, be unable to make a night flight; he
startad for Singapore during the evening.

PatWing Ten's patrol flights did not go
c¢lose in on the Indo-China coast on 6 December and
did not see any expeditions on the move, As soon as
the British information of the enemy in the Gulf of
Siam was received, BLACK HAWK and one Destroyer
Division was directed to sall from Balikpapan to Fatavia
"for supplies and liberty". That order started them
to the westward and while en route the Destroyers
were directed to proceed toward Singapore and placed
under the orders of the BEritish CinC, Admiral Phillips
was so informed as he was departing, by the CinCAF,
with a remark to the effect that the differences as
disclosed by the day's arguments were rapidly dis-
appearing if still existent.

£ 70 10 DECEMBER

Recelved notification of the attack on
Pearl Harbor slightly after 3:00 a.m., (L.M.T.),
8 December. Informed the GHQ of the USAFFE and the
Asiatic Fleet,- with a directive to the latter to
"govern yourselves accordingly". Recalled ISABEL.
The first landing on the llalay Peninsula occurred at
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about the same hour but we did not hear of it for 3
some hours, The first attack on the Philippines was
at day-break, by air, upon two PBY planes on the
water at Malalag in ﬁnvna Gulf; those two planes

were destroyed - the other two had taken off for
patrol, The PRESTON, anchored at lialalag, saw four
enemy Destroyers pass, steaming toward Davao,

slipped out astern of them and escaped, At about
10:30 a,m,, we received word that enemy planes were .
in the vicinity of Bagulo. Later in the day we
learned that enemy planes had made powerful and well-
executed attacks on U.5. Army landing fields in north-
central Luzon, at midday, and had destroyed numercus
planes as well as severeiy damaging the ground in-
stallations,

The respects in which the isiatic Fleet
was caught unprepared,- additiocnal to incomplete shore
and harbor installations,- has been set forth in the
foregoing. The Fleet ma&e a good recovery. hear
Admiral Glassford and staff left for Iloilo by plane, »
during forencon of 8 December, to hoist his flag 1n
HOUSTON as Commander Task Force Five, His orders were
to rendezvous HOUSTON and BOISE with LANGLEY, TRINITY
and PECOS which latter ships left the I'ay soon after
dark that evening, screened by two Destroyers; the
Destroyers eventually returned, While crossing the
Sulu Sea, bound for .jakassar Strait, the detachment
encountered one enemy Light Cruiser, probably carrying |
a Flag and screened by Destroyers, Our ships drove |
them off and they were lost in the darkness, It is
probable that this was a fortunate encounter in that |
the enemy estimated that our forces were likely to be |
encountered in that general locality in strength too
great for the forces which he had available for
fighting them. Anyhow, no enemy forces were met by
the long string of merchant and other ships which were
running south toward and through the lakassar Strait
for several days afterward, Commander Task Force Filve
proceeded into Makassar Strait, assembling his forces
and cbtaining full loads of fuel at the Dutch oil ports,

The Submarines sailed for patrol stations
as per plan:- One-third off enemy harbors; one-third
stationed for intercepting enemy expeditions advancing
on Luzon; one-third in reserve statlons which were
somewhat scattered and concealed., The Submarines which
were sent on directly offensive missions arrived after
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the enemy shipping had, for the most part, moved out
and found only poor hunting for some time, They
probably would have been more effective if they had
been partly armed with ground mines instead of tor-
pedoes only, The mines had only recently arrived

and BuOrd had informed us that a defect had to be
corrected before they were to be used. The Submarines
in reserve stations soon began to be fed into the
defensive-intercept patrol lines,- as the Japanese
amphibious offensive developed against Luzon.

On 9 December, CinCAF decided to restore
the relieved Colmander o} Submarines, (Captain Wilkes),
to that command on account of his experience and
familiarity with the conditions obtaining - and his
excellent ability, including health, It was also
decided to send the thus displaced Submarine Commander
south in OTUS to have ready an alternative command
post for Submarines. On the following day, it was
decided to also send HOLLAND south with OTUS,- which
meant the realization of the mistake of attempting
to use all the Tenders for servicing Submarines in
Manila Bay for a protracted period.

The air patrol obtained no information on
enemy ship movements during the 8th and 9th, From
this time onward an extraordinary crop of incorrect
enemy information flowed in over the Warning Net. Too
many reports came in of enemy sightings when nothing
actually was sighted and when a vessel really was
seen she was usually reported in one of two categories;-
irrespective of size, she was either a Transport or
a BFattleship! We received word of the capture of
the WAKE at Shanghai and of the surrender of the 200
Marines in North China.

The Naval Station, Cavite, was destroyed
at noon, 10 December, by Japanese bombers which
bombed with delibera%iun from above the range of
the nine 3-inch 50 guns that we had installed for its
protection. The enemy attack was not interfered with
by our Army pursuit planes and the bombing was very
accurate., The damage was mostly from fire which
effectively burned out the entire establishment, less
the aircraft shops. Also, the fire was kept away
from the Naval Magazine which still contained pro-
pellants and a small quantity of high explosive.

The OTUS was alongside a Cavite wharf loading
torpedoes, spare parts and some equipment which had
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recently arrived for her own conversion. The ship
got away, during the attack, with only slight damage
but most of the material to be loaded was lost;

it was only a small portion of the total available.
PEARY was completing repair of collision damages;

she got away with minor damage but several personnel
casualties, One Sweeper was disabled, mainly through
loss of machinery parts which were in the shops. The
most serious loss was one of the large Submarines
which received two direct hits which entirely dis-
abled her; she was later stripped of considerable gear
and then fully wrecked with explosives, The other of
the two Submarines, at Cavite, received minor damages
which were later made good by the Tenders. The two
Submarines were just completing some of the numerous
alterations which were on order.

The attack of 10 December made it entirely
clear that, as far as security of ships and in-
stallations in Manila Bay was concerned, the enemy had
control of the air. The HOLLAND, OTUS, ISAEEL and
two Destroyers were sailed that evening, for the south,
Another, (9-knot), detachment consisting of TULSA
ASHEVILIE and two Sweepers also sailed; all to jnin
Task Force Five, It is unfortunate that two or three
additional small ships were not sent south at this time.
Those two detachments also encountered no enemy on
their voyages to the Borneo oll ports.

During the attack of 10 December, a few
bombs were dropped among the merchant ships just outside
Kanila Harbor. One medium sized ship was burned and
sunk thereby. An extraordinary number of ships had
fled for refuge in harbors and collected in lianila Bay:=
Most of the small inter-Island ships had come into the
Bay which also contained about 40 deep-sea ships, of
various ownerships; there were no very large ships but
there were nany medium sized ships that were valuable, -
some with valuable cargoes.

On 11 December, CinCAF called a conference
of Masters, Owners and Agents and advised as follows:-

a) That the inter=Island ships were likely to

be as safe while in ports or on voyages 1in
the central portion of the Islands and might
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as well work there; that they could thus
in some measure assist the USAFFE's effort.

b) That the deep-sea ships would eventually
be destroyed if they remained in Manila
Bay and that there was a fair chance of
ascape if they sailed to the southward.
The Fleet could not at once undertake direct
convoy or escort, but was in position to
cover, that some of 1ts own ships had sailed
the preceding night and that no enemy ships
were being found to the southward.

The CinC's advice was accepted and ships
began departing that evening. The movement continued
for several days, with ships going out singly Just after
nightfall. All are believed to have escaped except
one which was burned by a minor air attack. We were

lucky.,

It had been apparent for some days that our
Facifiec Fleet could make no westward movement in force,
The loss of FRINCE OF WALES and REPULSE and indications
that the British defense of Malaya was not going toc
well gave little ground for hope in that direction also,-
as far as any diversiocnary effect on the enemy was
concerned. Clearly the U.5. Forces in the Far Eastern
theatre were on thelr own and the chance of getting
reinforcements into the Fhilippines via the Torres Strait
was not favorable, The mission of our Naval forces
remaining in or near the Philippines remained as before,-
to support the USAFFE's defense while damaging the enemy
as much as possible, He was already meeting success in
landing forces in southeast and north Luzen. On
13 December advised the Navy Department that the
situation of Luzon was very serlious.

The ailr patrol discovered enemy men-of-war
of f north and northwest Luzon on 11 DUecember and a
half squadron of PEY's attacked a ship of the HARUNA
clagss, which was accompanied by Crulsers and Destroyers.
it was a good attack, coming in from astern, made through
thick anti-aireraft }1ra but unfortunately, the
salvo was dropped a frac%inn of o second too soon
and the hits made were on the extreme stern. The
attack at least disabled the enemy's steering gear and
the damage may have been quite extensive. This was
the last body of enemy combat ships that was found at

sea by our air patrols.
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On the following day Patiling Ten's luck was
bad:- A half squadron took off from Olongapo, on
unjustifiably bad information, to attack "a Battleship”
nearby. The planes found nothing, were seen by enemy
fighters which were not themselves seen and which
;::;:gagrniternggrs hgﬁl%andud; seven PEY's were

ncendia ets, two ene anes beir
shot down in their attack. ' s ;

By 13 December, our .rmy planes were no
longer keeping the air except for one or two fighters,
at a time, flying for reconnaissance purposes. e
then had a 1ittle less than one squadron of patrol
planes operable and with 1little prospect of gainirg

er results commensurate with lcsses. The CinCAF
therefore directed, (14 December), that ComFatiing
Ten proceed to N.E.I. waters with remaining planes,
all three small Tenders and such extra perscnnel and
remaining spares as could be carried. The voyage
was made successfully and the Tenders were ready to
service a reinforcing sguadron of FBY's when 1t arrived,
in January, via a southern route to Darwin, After
this movement south, there remained in the viecinity of
Manila some damaged planes from which four were
eventually made operable,

By the end of the periocd, we had withdrawn
our four Destroyers from Singapore and so much of
the entire Fleet had gone into Task Force Five that
more staff assistance wes there re?uired. Therefore
the Chief of Staff, and six key officers in operations,
communications and maintenance, were transferred to
ComTaskFor Five. Admiral Hart decided to remain at
Manila as lo as the Submarines could be cperated
and serviced from there, The Chief of 5taff and cne
communication officer, carrying a letter of introduction,
proceeded by plane, the others in one Destroyer and
the Submarine which was damaged when Cavite was destroyed.
There then remained in or based on Kanila Fay:-

Two Destroyers,- cne still repairing.
Six Motor Torpedo Boats.
Twenty-seven Submarines,

CANOPUS and PIGECHN,

Three River Gunboats.

Three Sweepers and one Fleet Tug.
Yarious District small craft,
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Nearly all the Submarines were patrolling
or in advanced stand-by stations and when they !ﬁIﬂ
in Manila it was only for short periods. With the
destruction of Cavite, we were thrown back on CANOPUS
for all services to Submarines, In the interest of
facilitating her work and of rcoducing damages from
future bombing, CANOPUS was moored at the [fanila
Harbor front, 11 shoal water, and covered with
camouflage nets, The torpedoes, spare parts
supplies and stcres were moved {nto dumps - &1spersed
among the freigit sheds in the vicinity. The Sub-
marine Command Post was established in the nearby
Men's Club whicH also took on a large task of berth-
ing and subsistence; some provision for bomb shelter
was accomplished, This was the best that could te
done for the Submarines under the conditions of menacing
air attack and it was hoped that the set-up counld last
for some time,

A few hide-outs were arranged - against the
Breakwater, among junks, lighters, etc. - which 1t was
hoped the éubmarinas could occupy without discovery
while resting. The efforts at concealment were
probably ineffective in view of the activity of enemy
photographic planes -~ which seemed to hover about at
will - and quite possibly our dispositions were being
radioed from on shore anvhow,

The lotor Torpede Boats had arrived with
experienced and trained personnel but the news of their
addition to the Fleet and information about thelir
requirements had not been received in time to arrange
for their basing or to lay down the outlylng fuel
caches which their short radius called for. Arrange-
ments for basing them at Cavite had gotten fairly well
along but it was all ruined on 10 December, Con-
sequently, the employment of the PT's for combat had
been thrown back, even if the enemy had come within
their reach, They continued preparations for combat;
(actually some use had to be made of them for messenger
service between Manila and Mariveles, over several
days). At the end of the period, the FI's - backed
by one of the two available Destroyers - were stationed
to cover against a night advance of the enemy toward
the Batangas-Tabayas wharves and beaches,

The three Philippine Motor Torpedo Foats,

which according to plan were to operate with ours,
did not join up with them or report to Com 16, Those
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three boats never accomplished anything in operations
involving combat., The American boats were hi
successful during the later stages of the campaign.

16 T0 20 DECEMBER

The enemy's invading expeditions in north=
west and southeast Luzon continued to advance and
became well established. The Submarines operated
against them thickly, particularly in the viecinity
of their landing points, and did damage but
evidently not enough to disrupt the enemy's effort.

The Naval District was doing its best at
recovery from the bombing of Cavite:- As many of the
industrial personnel as could be used were shifted
to the various small plants in Manila and progress
was made toward carrying on supplying and repalr work.
The District Commandant established a Command Post
on Sangley Point and controlled operations from there.
On 19 December, that area in turn received an accurate,
high-altitude bombing attack which burned much of
the gasoline that remained there in drums and ruined
the radio installations,- the latter by direct hits
of large bombs, The Naval Hospital, which directly
adjoined, was not touched; it had been abandoned be-
cause of its location in the midst of military objectlves,
Com 16 then moved his Command Post to the prepar
underground position on Corregidor. Cavite and Sangley
Point were thereupon virtually abandoned except for
handling salvaged supplies and making the preparations
for complete demolition.

Y“wo rrench merchant ships had been taken
into "protective custody", somewhat earlier. During
this period, one of them, an old-type freighter, loaded
with a cunsfderable unn%ity of flour and other pro-
visions was sent to Mariveles to unload, She was
bomted and burned, somewhat later, before the pro-
visions were fully discharged. The other one the
Y RECHAL JOFFRE, was a modern and valuable ship and,
since she could not be "protected" in Manila Bay it
was decided to try to get her away. About 100 Navy
personnel were thrown abcard and she salled for Makassar
Strait the same evening, being one of the last merchant
ships to escape; she eventually proceeded to an east
Australian port., The Commander was a young Lieutenant
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who must have done extremely well to surmount the
difficulties encountered.

*

21 10 29 DECEMDER

The Japanese expeditions had been getting
on very well with their invasion of Luzon, The
enemy force in southeastern ILuzon seemed to have a
subsidiary mission but it had been making steady pro-
gress to the northward, The expedition on the north-
west coast seemed the more dangerous one and 1t was
coming down the ccast fairly rapidly. It was clear
that the enemy was doing a good job, that he understood
amphibious war, could employ 1its naEural advantages
and could overcome its difficulties,- including the
coordinated use of all the varieties of forces and
weapons needed. It is to e noted that in the entire
campaign in the northern half of Luzon the Japanese
landings were on open beaches and their transports
were never dependant on wharves, The enemy's ground

equipment could not have been heavy and it probably
was not elaborate.

Early in the period it became likely that the
enemy would soon attempt landings in or near the
Lingayen Gulf, That would be most dangerous to our
defense and Submarines were concentrated in that area -
and its approaches - without regard to individual
patrol stations, The instructions were to get at
the enemy without thought of neighboring Submarines
which also might be attacking, MNevertheless the Sub-
marines again did not succeed in disrupting the enemy
at sea, The best chance was in one incident off Cape
Bolinao where one large Submarine found herself in front
of a convoy of large ships, with strong anti-submarine
screen, in the late afternoon. 5She got off a contact
report but did not succeed in attacking as the enemy
passed - or by running in from astern that night,

Next morning a considerable number cf medium or large
ships were at anchor in shoal water on the south side
of Lingayen Gulf, and with a mine fileld to the seaward.
They were attacked and probably damaged. In that
difficult task, one S-boat touched off a mine or two
and was hunted and depth-charged for over 24 hours.

She barely escaped but had no serious injurles,

There had becn conversations with the USAFFE
concerning the employment of the Marine Regiment but
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resulting in no definite arrangements or understanding.
On 20 Decerber, the CAnCAF made mention of the sub ject
in a formal 1e£ter and suhsequent staff conferecnces
resulted in the Tollowing arrangement:-

That the Marines, plus a llaval Fattallon
which was forming, would be brigaded with a regiment
of Constabulary, under a Marine Frigade Commander, The
Constabulary regiment was composed of fairly well
experienced men but lacked good of ficers and non-coms
which the Fourth Marines would supply frorm 1ts wealth
of experienced personnel, There was never time to carry
out the project; the Marine Hegiment, as such, passed
O er the airect control of USAFFE and was malnly
employed on Corregldor.

On 23 December, the CinCAF saw a copy of
a USAFFE despatch which predicted an early retirement
of all Army forces to the Bataan Feninsula and
Corregidor. On the following morning he received
definite information that such movement was in progress,
that the Government and the GHJ of USAFFE would move
to Corregidor that day and that Manila was to Le pro-
claimed an open city, containing no combat elaments.
This eventuality had been foreseen but its coming soO
spon was a surprise - as was the fact that no mention of
such a step had previously been made formally or other-
wise, since the war began., e 1mmedlate1y rrocecded to
uproot CANOPUS and the other Submarine installations
from the Manila Harbor front and to shift all such
activities to Mariveles and Corregidor.

It was decided, in a full conference, that
the Submarines would cuntinue to operate from llanila
Bay and keep it up as long as possitle, It was hard
to decide whether CinCAF should also shift his Command
Post to Corregidor or accept the probability that even
the Submarines would have to shift tase to the southward
in the near future,- and make one jump of it to the
N.E.,I. The latter alternative was chosen. e had
three patrol planes, hidden in the mangrove of " Los
Banos, available for transport; also one Submarine

newal, It was plarned to send out one plane on the
evening of the 24th, with the acting Chief of Staff and
seven other commissioned and enlisted staff, (At the
last minute we gave up half the places to the top-
ranking Army Air Officers). We planned to sall the
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remaining two planes the following evening and also
the Submarine, carrying a load of personnel and the
heavy communication equipment, files, etc.

During the forenocon of 25 December, the
CAinCAF turned over to Com 16 full command of all
Naval activities remaining in the Philippines, with
a formal letter of instructions, This became
effective at noon that day whereupon CinCAF's Command
Post and radio station in Manila discontinued to
function. The CinCAF had intended to take of f after
sunset, on 25 Degcember, with 15 others in two PEY's
and to make a night fllght to Soerabaya; thereby beling
out of action for less than 24 hours, Unfortunately,
the enemy discovered the two planes and bturned them
up in their hide-outs in the late afternoon, Con-
sequently, only the Submarine, (SHARK), was available
for transport; she left the Bay at 2:00 a.m. on 26
December,

26 T0 31 DECEMBER

The SHARK's wvoyage to Soerabaya occupled
the period and was uneventful. Com 16 directed the |
two Destroyers which had been left in lianila Bay to '
proceed south,- on the night of 27 December, A little
later he also directed Commander Submarines to shift
his Command Fost south ana to discontinue attempting to
carry out normal service to Submarines from llanlla Bay.
It had become tco late to get CANOPUS and PIGEON south,
The ships were old and not of great value but the
personnel was highly valuable, They did serve usefully
in contributing to the defense of iataan, etc., during
the remaining months,

As indicated in the foregoing, the Submarines
did not succeed in disrupting the enemy's invasion of
Luzon, even though two-thirds of them were employed on
the task., Those results were disaprointing to all
concerned including the Submarine personnel themselves,
The personnel was long-service and experienced in
peace-time training but - like everyone else - were
not experienced in the kind of war that they faced;
only war proves what is correct and what is wrong,-
who is effective and who 1s not, It can also be sald:-
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That our peacetime training was not realistic
in certain respects.

That we also had not been realistic as re-
gards the material which was too complex in in-
stallations that did not contribute directly to
offense, or defense, and was lacking somewhat in
the absclute assantials,

That the enemy's mastery of amphibilous war,
by virtue of which he could land most anywhere
s made interception of his expeditions very difficult.

That the enemy employed large numbers of
small ships, difficult to hit and that there was
scant return when they were hit,

That the enemy employed large numbers of
antl-submarine craft; they seemed to be good at
detection but not at attack, though it required
time to learn that the hundreds of depth charges
which they dropped were not wvery dangerous.

That the last stage of the voyage of their
invading expeditions was always at night,- and
during the dark of the moon at the critical periods.
The enemy being in full control of the air, the
Submarines could be given no information u} his
ship movements approaching Luzon,

During the period, Task Force Five completed
its assembly, fueling, etc., and moved the Auxiliaries
for occupation of port Darwin as a main base, Its
command completed organization, set up a Command Post
at Scerabaya and held preliminary conferences with
appropriate Dutch authorities., The merchant shipping
by this time had all escaped, mostly via Makassar Strait,

PEARY sailed for the south wia [‘olucca Strait
and there experienced considerable air attaci; she was
undamaged by the enemy attack but had some casualties
from an attack by Australian dive-bombers, from Ambon,
HERCN went north to assist PEARY and was herself
severely attacked; she held the advantage in the en-
gagement, however,

By the end of the pericd the enemy was
astablishing at Jolo and at Davao for a further advance,
Our Submarines were tending toward a more southern
theatre, for their patrols, and opposing the enemy at
those points., The damaged Submarine, SEADRAGON, had
been repaired and sent on patrol.
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31 DECEMBER 1941 to 6 JANUARY 1942

Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, arrived
at Soerabaya, Java, during the evening of 1 }nnuary
and found the Command Post of Task Force Five estab-
1ished in the outskirts of the ecity in buildings which
had been ccmmandeered and supplied by the Duteh Navy.
The accomodations were sufficient and the Post satis-
factory except that radio facilities were inadequate.
The Fleet personnel did splendidly in extemporizing
a main radio, from apparatus obtained locally and
some taken out of ships, but the difficulties in
handling the radio load were very great.

By this date Navy Department and War Depart-
ment had fixed upon Port Darwin as a potential base
of considerable magnitude and the trend was toward
demands upon the place which its very poor facilities
could not meet. Following the movement - and also
because security from enemy attack was at the time
better there than at Scerabaya - ComTaskFor Five had
sent all Naval Auxiliaries to Darwin. These voyages
and also the escort of Army and other shipping using
the Torres Stralt route employed Cruiser and Destroyers
to such an extent that thelr center of gravity was,
at the time, well to the eastward. The Department was
informed of the deficiencies of Darwin as a port and
was also advised that the Torres Strait route might
become too dangerous for our convoys at an early date,

There were ample fuel supplies at Soerabaya
and at Darwin and all of our ships, including Tankers,
had filled to capacity at Balikpapan on the way south.
The Dutch had made thelr base facilitles at Soerabaya
avallable and were accomodating in all respects,

Those facilities were considerable but the Base was
congested and quite vulnerable from the air. All
spares, munitions and special supplies were at Darwin,-
a long distance away.

It was found that all ships of the Fleet
which were sent south had reached the waters of N,E.I.
without much damage. PEARY and HERON were air-bombed,
during the period, in the Molucca Strait and both had
some personnel casualties, In the case of the HERON,
the acticn was protracted; the ship did splendidly,-
destroying one large enemy seaplane,
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All but one of the numerous merchant ships
which went south from Manila Bay had reached N.E.I.
waters and were being managed by thelr own agents as
regards disposing of and recelving cargoes. It was
fortunate that the enemy had not been able to in-
tercept this shipping,- the aggregate value was great.

The Japanese had established themselves at
Davao and at Jolo, from which points they later in-
vaded the N.E.I. Patwing Ten sent six FBY patrol
planes to make a daybreak bomblng attack on shipping
while the enemy was still in the bullding-up phase
at Jolo, The section found the enemy off the north
side of the Island but were intercepted by fighters
and lost four planes; luckily, about 65% of the per-
sonnel were saved. jlpﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂ Submarines had appeared
as far south as the Java Sea,- and were thereafter
present most of the time for the repmainder of the cam-

paign.

We were informed that the enemy had com-
pleted his occupancy of Manila City. From the end of
December onward, very little further information and
practically no reports were received from Com 16 and
the subsequent history of that area 1s not ineluded
herein. A considerable force of small craft had been
left in Manila Bay under Com 16's command; by this time
it became clear to CinCAF that he should have sent
three or four more of them south before, say 18 December =
including two of the Sweepers. Similarly, %oo many
officers and men of the Navy were left in Manila Bay;
400 to 500 others might well have been brought out while
it was still possible, even if risky; they were ex-
perienced and could have been more profitably employed
in theatres other than Manila Bay. This error of judge-
ment probably came from the idea of not going too far
in withdrawing the Navy from the defense of the
Philippines. From Java things looked different!

On 2 January, received a despatch from Opnav
which indicated some disappointment in the amount of
damege which Aslatic Fleet had inflicted on the enemy.
Alsu a despatch from Cominch, the last of which stated
that the Fleets would soon be placed under a Joint
Command, CinCAF proceeded to Batavia on evening of
3 January and returned the following night. FPurpose
was to call on the Governor-General and tc confer with
Vice Admiral Helfrich, Commanding the N.E.I. Navy.
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The Honorable Mr., Van Mook and Vice
Admiral Helfrich were present at the interview with
the Governor-General. His Excellency stated that if
the Japanese proposed that the N.E.I. withdraw from
the war, and resume commercial relations, their pro-
posal would be denied. The Governor-General then
proceeded to read a press report announcing the agree-
ment to set up General Wavell as a Supreme Commander,
with GHQ on Java, Admiral Hart to command the three
Fleets, etc. He pressed Admiral Hart to set forth
his basic ideas on the forthcoming campaign; he was
told that the news came as a surprise, that con-
siderable thought and interview with éanerul Wavell
would be required first, etc. His Excellency then
presented his own views,- clearly, concisely and show-
ing excellent knowledge and understanding of broad
strategy and of the character of war which confronted
us, His most cogent idea was that the campalgn would
be ocne in which the importance of ships and of air-
eraft would transcend everything else.

There was conslderable time for interviews
with Admiral Helfrich, the American Consul General
and others. It appeared to be the sentiment among
the Dutch that the American reputation was badly
damaged as a result of the events of the war in the
Philippines. The Dutch Navy was particularly cocky,
principally because two of its Submarines had each
sunk four enemy ships in the South China Sea., Their
attitude modified when SEAWOLF arrived at Soerabaya,
(7 January), and likewise brought in a bag of four
cnemy ships which she had sunk off Hainan.

The Dutch Navy had lost three Submarines
and the remainder was mostly in port, resting and over-
hauling. The Dutch Cruisers and DGH%TUYG!! were being
employed as Ccvering Forces for Singapore convoys,
and in A/S escort of their own shipping. Vice Admiral
Helfrich had already provided space for a U,S5, Command
Post at Batavia, next door to his own, and strongly
urged that we move intc it - and away from Soerabaya.
He informed us that Admiral Layton was also preparing
space at Batavia for a similar shift of the British
Fleet's Command FPost from Singapore. Admiral Helfrich
was told that we were not likely to move because our
Fleet's operations would probably continue to be in
the central and eastern part of the theatre,- hence
Soerabaya would be the better location; anyhow it now
appeared that the new Supreme Command GHQ would be in
or near Batavia - and it would control,
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Upon return to Soerabaya, CinCAF re-
quested information from Navy Deplr{uant concerning
E rospective reinforcement of his Fleet and any

a!j offensive movement by Pacific Fleet. This
information was to be in preparation for the forth-
coming conference with the Supreme Commander; it
was not received.

Admiral Hart, lacking any instructions on
the point, assumed that he would continue to command
his own forces and proceeded to set up the Soerabaya
Command Post to that end. It seemed necessary to
have one of the two Rear Admirals at sea, to command
a Striking Force, and arrangements were Immediately
made to re-embark Rear Admiral Glassford in HOUSTON,
with an adequate staff, The Fleet Command was to
be exercised through, (and somewhat by), the Chief
of Staff, Rear Admiral Purnell who was }ully informed
and indoctrinated and who, also, was the American
officer who by experience was best informed concerning
the N.E.I., area and all matters pertaining to the
Allied Fleets.

It may well be said at this point that the
Aslatic Fleet Staff was a highly efficlent and very
adequate organization, It was mainly composed of
officers who had enjoyed no previous staff experience.
They had been together for a long time, had encountered
many unusual conditions, had shown that they could
rise to occasions and could always function efficiently
despite poor working conditions,

]
1
?

At the end of the period, we definitely
learned that the British Far East Fleet Command Post
had vacated Singapore; that a Post was belng occupied
at Batavia by a junior Admiral who would command the
three D-class Cruisers, few Destroyers and lesser i,
eraft which now composed that Fleet; and that Admiral =
Layton would soon proceed to Colombo with most of !
the Fleet Staff and there awalt heavy relnforcements, b
includ capital ships, A Rear Admiral, R.N., 1
(Spooner), was remaining in command of H.M. Dockyard o
ltagingapuri and would command Sweepers and small local 1
cr -
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10 12 JANUARY

The Commander Submarines arrived from
Manila, with Staff, and set up his Command Post within
the Fleet Offices. Captain Wilkes reported that the
Japanese aircraft had become so active over Manila
Bay and over such of the basing facilities as re-
mained at Corregidor and Mariveles that it had been
impossible to service Submarines there any longer.
Therefore he had been obliged to shift his base to
the southward. It was not possible to bring out
CANOPUS or PIGEON, of the Submarine Command. Also,
a considerable amount of spare parts and torpedoes
had consequently been left behind. Most of the tor-
pedoes and some of the spare parts were brought out
later, in Submarines, but it was a mistake not to
have brought out the two ships when it could have
been accomplished.

Patrol Wing Ten also set up its Command
Post at Soerabaya where it functioned for the re-
mainder of the campaign under one of the Squadron
Commanders,~- the two senior officers of the Wing were
taken into the Supreme Commander's H.Q. during the
period. The Wing's duties henceforth were altogether
reconnaissance, which was mainly over the central and
eastern part u} N.E.I. waters. The patrol planes were
basing over wide areas, making full use of the three
small Tenders, and hence were difficult for the enemy
to locate and destroy on the water. By this time
what remained of the Wing had become highly axpariancad
and efficient; the pilots contrived to maintain re-
connaissance in the face of strong enemy air forces -
by virtue of their skill in using cloud cover and
ability in air combat, even against fighters. We
had extra crews for which we began overtures toward
obtaining some new PBY's which the Dutch Navy had
bought but for which they had no trained personnel,
After considerable controversy, five of them were ob-
tained.

During the period, we completed new
Operating Plans, re-constituted the Crulsers and Des-
troyers as a Task Force, (Rear Admiral Glassford)
and organized a Base Command at Port Darwin, (Cap%ain
Doyle). The Cruisers and Destroyers continued some
escort and convoy work but were also assembling for
covering the Makassar and Molucca Straits. The Sub-
marines were continuing to shift their patrol areas to
the southward, to work against the advancing enemy,
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but were also on his communication lines and off as
many of his Indo-China ports as their numbers would
permit. The Submarines' results were improving but
still there were occurring too many failures from
torpedo defects and other causes, CinCAF was con-
tinuing to receive despatches over various routes,
about getting ammunition, etc., into Corregidor,
Army authorities were trylng to collect enough to
load a submarine,- 20 tons.

On 9 January, Admiral Hart arrived at
Batavia and thenceforth was able to visit the Fleet
Offices at Soerabaya, or his ships, only for brief
periods, He interviewed Mr. Elliot, of the Stanvac
Co., and obtained late information concerning the oil
industry and its situation,- generally, as applying
to the entire area, and particularly to the Palembang
area, Mr. Elliot possessed an entirely correct war | b
psychology and is very able. Through him we began b
fostering a commission to handle all the oil situation. -
Also. Admiral Hart conferred with Lieutenant General P
Brett and Major General Brereton, and stated his views !
as regards ship-and-aircraft cooperation to which they
expressed no disagreement. General Brett was not op- i
timistic about holding the Malay Barrier and pointed 4

out that Burma and Australia were the vital polnts - i
in his estimation - and that perhaps Burma could be /]

held. :

Admiral Layton had arrived from Singapore
and there was a long conference between him, Admiral
Helfrich and Admiral Hart., It was found that the
British Naval interests and activities were entirely
centered on guarding troop convoys into Singapore;
they were using the few small ships of their local
command as well as the Cruisers of adjacent commands
which came into the area as ocean escorts. The British
had a well-organized system for handling those move-
ments and Admiral Layton proposed that it continue to
operate independently and outside of the Joint Naval
Command which was about to be initiated. Admiral
Hart stated that such a method would mean responsibility
without commensurate authority and hence would be un-
acceptable to him; that, of course, for any measure
taken toward gunr&ing anything as important as troop
convoys he would be most unlikely to disturb a going
concern; but that he must have cognizance and full
authority. There was considerable argument but Admiral
Layton eventually conceded that Admiral Hart was correct.
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With this meeting there began the personal conferences
and cooperation which carried through during the interim
up to the time that General Wavell assumed the full
command of what became known as the "ABDA" area.

Admiral Helfrich advised against setting up the Joint
Naval Command Post elsewhere than at Batavia and

Admiral Layton was disposed to agree with him,

On 10 January, General Wavell arrived by
plane with several Army and R.A.F. staff officers,
A general conference was held that afternoon at which
General Wavell expressed some general views, quite
simply and directly, and set forth the situation in
Burma and Malaya,- rather optimistically. The various
conferees were called upon to state thelr vlews,
Admiral Layton had little to say except as regards
escort and convoy of reinforeing troops and materials
through the Scemba Strait to Singapore. Admiral b
Helfrich expressed considerable optimism over the
prospects of combined Cruiser and Destroyer operations,
with all available ships, against the enemy's ex-
peditions, Admiral Hart pointed out, on that subject,
that IF the enemy controlled the alr over the sea
areas his surface forces would have the advantage of
better information about our forces than ours would
have of his; that, in addition, our surface forces
would have to cope with air at&ack = which they would
do but that we should be realistic in measuring those
disadvantages. Admiral Hart expressed his belief
that the cooperation of ships and planes, including
land-based planes, was of even more importance than
the cooperation between troops and planes - to which
view no exception was expressed. Admiral Hart also
stated that thus far the Submarines, though inflicting a
damage on the enemy's amphibious expeditions, had not
succeeded in breaking any of them upj; and he finally
pointed out that it remained to be decided how much
of the effort of the Allied Crulsers and Destroyers was
to be devoted to Striking Forces and how much to pro- '
tecting convoys., General Wavell,- at this or perhaps
a later conference,- said that the two missions were of
about equal importance,- that at least the convoy-escort
task was not secondary.

The Supreme Commander then said that his
short title would be "ABDACOM" and announced similar
titles for his subordinates,- inecluding "ABLDAFLOAT",

He then stated that the GHQ would be at LEMBANG, 10
miles from Bandoeng which was the secondary saa{ of

the N.E.I. Government. When asked his views about the
location, Admiral Hart stated that there were objections
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to placing a Naval Comnand Post up in the hills where
the officers of ships could not reach it, ete, But,
that since a combined Headquarters was wanted, the
only proper course was to try it,- which ABD&%LGAT
would be prepared to do as soon as rapid communi-
cations could be assured.

ABDACOII then presented the outline of his
command and staff organlzation, all of which, in-
cluding assigmnments of individuals, had been decided
upon before his arrival in Java. There were to be
five sections:-

Intendant General =- Lt,Gen, Brett, U,5,4A,
Intelligence -~ Col, Field, R,A,

liavy (Operational Command) -- /idm, Hart, U,5.N.

Air (Operational Command) =-- Air llarshall Pearce, R...F.
Army (Operational Command) =-- Lt.Gen, Ter Poorten, N.E.I.A.

The Alr karshall was stil) in Britain. General Brett
was to take over this command in the interim, as
additional duty; he was also the Deputy ﬁBDA&GH and
was, in consequence, bound to be seriously over-loaded.
The Chief of 5taff was liajor General Pownall, R.A.,
recently CinC, Kalaya, vice Broock-Pophanm. Hls Chier
of Staff in that latter billet, Major General Playfair,
Ruehey was assigned as Chief of 3taffl to General Ter
FPoorteni the latter continued to actively command his
own army and was at GHY for only a brief period each
day,- at the most.,

After the conference, admiral Hart gave
idmiral Helfrich an opportunity to assign his own
Chief of Staff, Captain Van Stavaren, 2s Chief of Staff
to ABUDATLOAT. Admiral Helfrich replied that he could
not spare Van Stavaren, whereupon aAdmiral Hart announced
that he would take Rear admiral Palliser, L.l. The
latter had come out as Chief of Staff to admiral Tom
Phillips but had just taken over the British Navy
command at Batavia; he was lmnmediately relleved as
such by Captain Ccilins RuAuslie y= admiral Layton's War
Plans and Operations foicer.

Admirals Hart and Layton recelved despatches
from their respective Govermments asking thelr opinlons
on the oualifications of sdmiral Helfrich for the
command of the Joint Naval Forces and both replied
favorably = on the 11th, Admiral Helfrich expreased
his dissatisfaction with his own prospective position,=
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as a relatively subordinate commander, in an echelon
below that of his own Army vis-a-vis, General Ter
Poorten: Admiral Hart immediately communicated the

above facts, and everything else which he knew about
this subjtci, to General Wavell.

A second full conference was held at
Batavia, by ABDACOM, during the afternoon of the 1llth
at which the principal business was on details and
arrangements for setting up the Command Fost,
ABDAFLOAT reported the formation of his operating
staff,- cne Captain and one Commander from each of
the three Fleets,- and that he would be prepared to
shift to Lembang as soon as the considerable arrang-
ing of communications was completed, He reiterated
his views about ship-plane cooperation, (in view of
the inclusion of all aircraft under one, (R.A.F.),
command) . Incidentally, Captains Wagner and Stump had
been called to Batavia in order to have them on the
spot and avallable for the Reconnailssance Command,

Up to this point, the major point of dis-
cussion and consideration wlthin the ABEDACOM Staff
had been the Malaya campalgn and the arrival of re-
inforcements, locking forward as far as two months.
Little thought was expressed about the eastern half
of the ABDA area and the speed at which amphibious
warfare progresses seemed not well realized, The
Japanese jumped off from Jole and Davao and landed

at Tarakan and Menado on 11 Jamuary. This was the
first blow against the N.E.I. The event did direct
more attention toward the eastern part of the theatre.

Working conditions at Batavia were being
very difficult for the British and Americans and
getting things done toock undue time and effort.

10 18 JANUARY

The Japanese rapldly completed their
occupation of Tarakan and of Menado and the vicinities
of both., At Menado they made their first use of para-
troops, which seemed to work but there was little
oppusiiinn. The Dutch reported that they did a good
job of destruction of the petroleum installations at
Tarakan, These two enemy operations well illustrated
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the methods which all their amphibious expeditions
followed:-

| The expeditions formed at Jolo and Davao,
at both of which points landing fields were seized and
| prepared, From those fields, the first step was to
use their Navy planes to knock out the Allied air-
eraft,- over the country and the landing flelds in
i the general vicinity of the next objective., That
| accomplished, the troops followed, guarded by numerous
| anti-submarine craft and strong forces of surface
| ships., The troops usually constituted a divisional
| organization and they were equipped for beach land-
ings; apparently the Jap expeditions generally did
not have to depend upon wharves and alongside un-
loading even for the heaviest equipment which they used.
After seizure of a port, the next step of the enemy
was to repair its air fialda and move his own aircraft
in on them,- in preparation for the next advance.

The Allied Fleets continued the operations
of the preceding period and two important convoys were
passed into Singapore. General Wavell, who was at
Singapore 13-14 January, finally took over formal
command of the AEDA area on the evening of 15 January.
Up to that time, the three Fleet Commanders continued
to work at Batavia, on the cooperative princirle.
There was always agreement in the end but frequently
preceded by efforts to "get the others to do i, It
was plainly difficult for the British Flag Officers
to relinquish control but their attitude was correct.
Admiral Layton departed, (16th). No information came
from Washington about prospective reinforcements,

The Commanding General USAFFE sent ABDACOM additional
despatches about supplying him at Corregidor, The
installation of a communication system from Lembang
was proving very slow and the move to the new GHQ
was being delayed in consequence., In the meantime,
it was difficult to carry on the work from Eatavia.

On 14 January, CinCAF ordered his Forces
to make a Cruilser-Destroyer night attack on Kenia
which, it was learned, was being used by the enemy
ships of the expedition which took Menado. The
Striking Force, (Destroyer torpedoes were to be the
primary weapuns, formed up quickly and made two-thirds
of the long run, through unfamiliar and narrow waters,
when it recaiva& word from a U.S. Submarine that the
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enemy had moved out of KemA and the vicinity. This
was the first one of several attempts of the sort.
H.M.S5., JUPITER sank a large enemy Submarine south=-
west of Java on the 1l6th; recovered two prisoners.

Although by the end of this period
ABDAFLOAT was in full operational command, the co-
operative principle had carried over and to some
extent that condition obtained throughout. This
fact was fully realized,- and it was believed the
correct way., Rear Admiral Palliser was Chief of
Staff,- and he was also the best informed concerning
the state of the British Naval forces, and of its
shore installations, It was therefore natural that
his advice should carry great weight and to permit
him to make all minor decisions concerning the British,
including the actual arrangement of convoys. It is
considered that Admiral Palliser was fully loyal. For
instance, some time after arriving at Colombo, Admiral
Layton aitumpted to withdraw the four best British
Destroyers from the ABDA area; he had certain valid
grounds upon which to make that attempt, It would
have been a serious error - at the time - as Admiral
Palliser saw at once and he wvaliantly fought out the
question on which, in the end, he won. Admiral Hart
similarly handled the U,S. Naval Forces - guite
directly.

It was, at least from the political and
psychological angie, advisable to, similarly, give
Admiral Helfrich as much latitude as possible as re-
gards his own forces and it was done as far as minor
operaticns were concerned, The Dutech surface ships
continued in use in covering the Singapore convoys
for the remainder of Jamuary. As will appear later
there was one occasion when Admiral Helfrich permit%ad
~ a misunderstanding that had a serious aspect. at
the time it looked as 1f the basis for it lay in
langusge difficulties., However, there is one circum-
stance which requires recording:-

Admiral Helfrich had long worked in a dual
capacity for he was, in effect, the Minister of Marine
to the Governor-General, N.E.I. As such he was really
a cabinet officer with much to do concerning N.E,I.
merchant shipping and commerce and there was a political
tinge to those duties. Admiral Helfrich was alsoc the
Commander of the Fleet which, incidentally, had a
different status from the Army of the H.E,i., in that
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the Fleet was "Royal", and the Army "Territorial".

It was rather natural for Admiral Helfrich to be some-
what dual in his attitude toward the Allles because
of these circumstances. He was always under the
Governor-General's authority and was required to in-
form him on everything he knew, including secret ship
movements, in consequence of which there was danger

of compromise

In his relations as a subordinate commander
under ABDAFLOAT, Admiral Helfrich at times seemed to
be motivated somewhat from the political angle and at
other times altogether from the standpoint of a Naval
commander in war, At times he would be entirely frank
and open in any matters which were under discussion,
while at other times he acted more as in a civil
capacity. The difficulty was that in the latter
role, he seemed to wish to get Naval forces other
than his own to take on an undue proportion of escort
duty and anti-submarine work in connection with the
relatively unimportant movements of Dutch merchant
shipping. The last conference with Admiral Helfrich
prior to ABDAFLOAT's departure for Lembang, from
Batavia, was entirely satisfactory and in a spirit
of full frankness. Upon the whole that condition
continued.




—
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On this date, ABDACOM moved from Batavia
to Lembang into a mountain-resort hotel which is ten
miles north of Bandoeng, The cholce of loecation
there, rather than in or near Bandoeng, lay in the
idea of spreading out and, consequently, the better
concealment of the GH} from the air. Facilitles were
far from adequate, but upon the whole were good
enough, with the exception of radio and land wire
cummunlcations; { improved as time went on, in
consequence of much work, inecluding addition of
temporary buildings).

ABDACUOM had a very complicated command in=-
volving four Army, four Wavy, and six Alr organizations.
Consequently, there was a great deal to do in or-
ganizing and e?uipping a GHQ, which naturally required
time., In the face of an advancing enemy there of
course was not time, The comnand function had to be
exerclsed; but we never reach a condition under which
it could be so exercised that there would be certainty
that information and clear directives would be trans-
mitted with despatch.

Desplte the period over which the move from
Eatevia was delayed in the interest of establishing
communications, those facilities were still quite un-
satisfactory, In the first place, the equipment and
the metheds for rapid comminications within the K.E.I.
had always been rather limited;- sufficient for their
own purposes but very difficult of expansion,

ABDACCM's GHQ was set up with the ldea that
the codes and ciphers would be mainly British, but
using Dutch equipment and channels as much as was
necessary, Inasmuch as CInCAF still commanded his own
forces at this time, (through his Chief of Staff at
Soerabaya), a Navy radio un't and coding board was set
up at Lembang, However, these units had to be retained
throughout and were an {mpnrtant part of AEDACCN's
commnication system, Vithout thelr services, communi-
cations with ships would hawve been very slow and hope-
lessly glutted, The Navy commnication system was
called upon to do much for the U,3. Army forces, which
in the beginning had none of thelr own, The mass of
Army communications became so great that we were
obliged to restrict and force them into N.E.I.
commercial channels in order that Navy personnel
could keep their own heads above water, Also, there
was much danger of incurring compromise by handling
army traffie,

-
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By this time it had become apparent that
ABDACOM and his immediate advisors, who were mostly
of the British Army, was still thinking mainly of
Malaya (Singapore),- and somewhat of Burma. ABDACOM
had not shown much interest when I discussed our
eastern areas and the dangers of enemy penetration to
the Malay Barrier on that side. As for the Naval side
of things, ABDACOM's interest was primarily the safety
of the relnforcinz convoys going into Singapore, His
trend was to promote employment of cruisers and des-
troyers on that mission without great thought to the
consequent weakening of any possible Striking Force.
At the same time, he was amiably critical of deficlent
Naval opposition to the direct advance of the enemy's
amphibious expeditions.

ABDACOM's set-up for air operaticnal command
called for an Air Marshal, (Pérce), to head the
unified air command which had to control the six alr
organizaticns., The officer chosen had to come out
from England; in the interim, General Brett, with
General Erereton assisting, exerclsed such command as
existed., General Brett being also the Intendent
General, as well as Deputy ABDACOM, was over-loaded,-
plrticuiarly since he had tc pay considerable attaniion
to U.S. Army affairs in Australia, with which he had
been charged prior to the inception of ABDACOM. How-
ever, his actual air command duties during the period,
(lddltiunal to work in connection with U.S., Army air
reinforcements coming through Australia), was mainly
confined to handling his own small detachment of heavy
bombers, The R.A.F. air was all in Malaya and being
directly commanded from Singapore. The immediate
concern of CinCAF, as regards air, was the efficlent
operation of reconnaissance over water, for which his
own remaining planes, with tenders, were available in
addition to an approximately equal force of Dutch sea-
planes, That particular air function was concrete, some-
what separated from the rest, and in the interest of best
use for naval purposes, it was so malntalined. General
Brett at first chose Captain Wagner, U.,S5.R., to command
the American and Dutch seaplanes; but eventually, and
incident to Dutch opposition, he had to change that and
put the head of the Dutch Naval air service in command,
However, Captain Wagner was kept in the Reconnaissance
Command post, (at Bandoeng), as Deputy, and the joint
operation of seaplanes was carried on quite efficiently
throughout. Captain Wagner had his three small sea-
plane tenders which were invaluable in providing
flexibility of basing and, consequently, was in a strong
position in his associations with the Dutch Naval air,




The Air Reconnaissance Command was estab-
lished well ahead of anything else, had 1ts own-
communication system, and, in general, its performance
;ns better than that of the other air units secmed to

L=
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During the period the Eritish Army and
R.A.F. were being defeated and pressed southward in
Malaya at a discouraging rate., ABDACCOM wisited Slnga-
pore and also Rangoon, (two separate journeys). His
absence on journeys of that sort seemed to create the
impression that he was not taking enough interest in
the affairs of the N.E.I. This was unfortunate and
was probably due only to suspicion among the Dutch,
as Malaya was the principal fighting front at the
time, While in British circles there was talk of
thelr .rmy being shoved all the way down to Singapore
Island and of an evacuation of llalaya by the R.A.F.,
the opinion was repeatedly expressed that Slingapore
itself would hold out indefinitely, even if the dock-
yard and port could not be used at all by our shippring.

We completed assembly of the ABDAFLOAT
staff with Rear Admiral Palliser, R.N.,, as Chief of
Staff, and with two British, two American, and two
Dutch assistants,- all of command rank, Additional to
them was Lieut. Commander Mason, U.3.N., who, next to
Colonel Field, had come to be the most Impar{ant member
of the Intelllgence Section, It had already become
apparent that, other than by direct observation by
reconnaissance planes, we would be getting very little
information about the enemy from sources other than
Corregldor. The Naval unit there continued to be
of the utmost value, and without its services AIDAFLOAT
would have had to carry on very much in the dark, The
American Naval communication unit at Lembang ilncreased
in importance and grew to a total of something over
twenty officers and men.

During the period, the Japanese continued
some activity in the lMolucca Strait but its character
was not clear. There were signs of a build-up and of
activity toward Ambon and Kendarl but there was
insufficient information for proper estimate of enemy
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intentions, I advised ABDACOM that the Fleets could
not be depended upon to break up an expedition against
Ambon, I said that it would be well covered by Sub-
marines but that previous experience showed that they
could not be relied upon to do ﬂﬂﬂuﬁh damage to break
up an expedition embarked in many ships, according to
the usual Jap practicei and that only under an unusual
2

combination of favorable eircumstances could we hope
to get the few imerican surface ships available into
action against the transports hef they discharged.
I also stated that 1f ABSDACOM intended to withdraw the
troops fron imbon he should act in the near future.
The impression was gathered that the forces at Ambon
should remain there and "fight it out".

The enemy completed his capture and occupancy
of Tarakan and advanced south through Macassar Strait to
Ballkpapan, which he occupled without much opposition
on the land. The Dutch reports were to the effect that
all of the oil industry installations at both those
rlaces which were above ground were totally destroyed;
moreover, that some or all of the wells were so plugged
that the enemy would have to start drilling operations
from the bLeginning in order to get fuel out of the
fields. The demolition job at Tarakan was a smaller
task than at Balikpapan but more time was available at
the latter port, where the demolition began sometime
tefore the Japanese appeared, ‘/hile there is no doubt
that the Duteh did accomplish a great deal of destruction
at those places, we can by no means be certain that
tmteh wells of considerable capacity did not fall into
the hands of the Japanese. In any case, at Tarakan,
which field gives a very high grade of petroleum, the
oil is not at great depth., (Incidentally, the British
field at Seris is said to be a very extensive one and
the 0il is very near the surface, In that field also,
tie oil is of a very high quality,- good enough for
boller fuel as it comes from the ground).

CinCiF had long believed that as far as
natural resources were concerned, the oil fields were
b far the most important strategic factor in the entire
Far 425t area, On the possibility that the Japanese
mipght capture some of the oil-bearing territory, CinCAF
had urged the fullest possible preparations for des-
truction and had continued to press in that way insofar
as befitted his position. BSocn after the outbreak of
war, he suggested that a certain amount of plugging of
welis be started at once, There had seemed to be more
reluctance on the part of the Fritish owners of the
lipi-Seria area than by the others, It was evident
ttat very little preparatory work was done at Niri and
Seria until the matter was finally put into the control
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of the British Commander-in-Chief, Eastern Fleet, in
the Autumn of 1941.

The Striking Force, (American cruisers and
destroyers), jumped off on 21 January to attack into
Macassar Strait. The movement was based upon a Dutch
Army report which was incorrect for the Jap advance
was not made until later. This false move threw the
Striking Force badly out of gear;- burned up a lot of
fuel, MARBLEHEAD developed defects on one shaft, and
BOISE was lost to the Asiatic Fleet for the remainder
of the campaign by striking an uncharted pinnacle rock
which ripped a long gash in her bottom near the keel.
There was incomplete recovery of readiness to strike
when the Jap expedition did proceed to Balikpapan.

However, four destroyers did attack off
Balikpapan during the night of 23-24 January, with no
loss, and succeeded in doing much damage. The results
cannot be known but the destruction of four large
valuable ships is certain and that of four others is
most probable, The destroyers made elther five or aix
known torpedo hits and between thirty and forty 4-inch
hits at close range, generally along the waterline, with
the projectiles -xpioding inside, and known to have
started some fires., As far as the Division Commander
knew, he was in the presence of superior enemy forces.
He ran past four powerful Jap destroyers, and our
destroyers held full speed during the 1i hours that they
were weaving in and out of the Japanese transport for-
mation. In consequence, there were many misses by
torpedoes which were launched at close range, while
passing the targets at high speed. The staf} work which
set up the attack, (from Soerabaya), was excellent;
weather conditions fitted; the destroyers were -rrlciant,
and they were also lucky in that they suffered prac-
tically no damage, The Japanese expedition down the
Macassar Strait also suffered from submarines and from
the attack of Dutech and American Army planes, The sum
total of the damage inflicted proved to be such that
theianng¥ stalled at Balikpapan and did not come farther
by itself.

The S-316 was lost about thirty miles west of
the city of Macassar, through grounding on an open sea
reef, during thick weather. It should be sald here that
much of the waters of the N.E,I, are difficult from
the navigational standpoint and since all alds to navi-
gation had been discontinued as a war measure, the con-
dition constituted a handicap at best., There was the
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s8till greater handicap of almost total lack of
familiarity with the operating areas on the part of
our personnel, The Dutch charts and sailing
directions are much better than the English publi-
cations but our officers could not read them, Effort
was made to supply the deficlency by obtaining pllots
but the required Dutch personnel was said to be un-
available,

Our surface ships had been nearly continuocusly
at sea since the war began and the adverse effects as
regards material efficlency of those old vessels were
becoming apparent. Even when they were in port usually
only a little could be obtained in the way of services.
The tenders were at Darwin and their avallability was
reduced for that reason. The same clrcumstances existed
for the Submarines. Several of them were already
several weeks out and, in fact, to find more than three
or four in port at any one time was a rare occasion,

It was well understood in our own Fleet Command that
we were over-working our submarines, particularly for
their first patrols, but so many emergencies kept
developing on account of the necessity for resisting
the enemy's southern advance to the utmost that there
was nothing else to do,

Our submarines were contimuing to shift their
patrol areas to the southward in order to stay in front
of the enemy advance. The continued, however, insofar
as numbers avallable would permit, to patrol exits from
the enemy ports and bases and to work on the enemy's
lines of comminications when information disclosed same,

It developed to be a mistake to have sent
practically all our large auxiliaries all the way to
Darwin, because that removed them so far from the center
of gravity of operations of our ships which they
existed to serve. A westward movement was consequently
projected. During the period, American destroyers sank
a submarine off Darwin, E:nuined the wreck by divers,
165 feet of water, no opportunity to get detailed in-
formation.

HOUSTON and two destroyers were being con-
tinually used in the Darwin-Torres Strait area for
escorting American troop ships and auxiliaries. Also,
we were having to meet some of the many demands for
anti-=zubmarine escorts in Java waters by using American
destroyers.
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Two more British convoys were sent to

Singapore during the period and British and Dutech sur-
face ships still were mainly engaged in that task,

' The Dutch surface ships remained fresh,- not in over-

worked condition, The same condition applied to the
Dutch submarines, They had been very active during
December and two of them had sunk four ships eachj
three had been lost., But for some time the remaining
Dutch submarines had operated most leisurely, usually
with not more than two at sea at once.

During the period, ABDAFLOAT visited
Soerbaya in order to ganaraliy regain touch and also
to arrange to bring Admiral Glassford on shore so that
command could be turned over to him, as ComSouthWestPac,
under conditions such that he could properly exercise
that command, This was a difficult change to carry
out in the face of an advancing enemy and was a subject
of considerable embarrassment at the time,

Since about 8 Jamuary, there had been
received several communications about getting supplies
into the Philippines, At first it was a direct call,
from USAFFE upon ABDACOM, in meeting which we sent
anti-aireraft ammunition into Corregldor. GSomewhat
later, but as soon as a cargo could be collected,a sub-
marine carried small arms ammunition into Mindanao.
This ammunition was sent in as soon as commensurate
loads of the required components could be collected
from Australia by our Army authorities. A third sub-
marine for which an ammunition load was not primary,
also went to Corregidor from Java - somewhat later.
These supply voyvages of course took the submarines away
from theilr primary war missions for considerable
periods. However, this was not all loss from the
strictly Naval standpoint because upon their return
the submarines brought out of Corregidor torpedoes,
spares, and a certain number of key personnel,all of
which was badly needed in the southern areas.

The project of getting food into Corregidor
and Bataan was placed with the Army by the President,
who made available a considerable sum to be employed
for chartering merchant vessels and paying high wages
to thelr personnel for attempts to run the supplies
in from Australia or points along the Barrier. The
Naval authorities of all three Nations in Java gave
what assistance was possible but the full results are
not known, CinCAF detalled a Commander to assist our
Army authorities in Java.

ed




The CinCAF also turned over to the Army

a 2000-ton freighter, (Philipino flag), which it had
under charter from November, 1941, and sparked up

the ship's personnel into full wiilingnnaa to under-
take the venture, This ship was the most promising
of those which were heard of as employed on the
project from within the ABDA area; but it is understood
that the food components for her cargo were collected
too late for the ship to pet loaded and well started
before the Japanese advance was pretty well on top

of Soerabaya. 5he is understood to have been caught
while still well south.

The most promising venture of the lot was
another Philipino ship, DON ISIDKO, a fast Diesel-engine
inter-island ship which was sent south from Manila Bay 4
during the early days of the war. This ship was loaded
by the LArmy, in Australia in time to get through to
the Philippines before the enemy had gotten very far
intc the N,E.I. waters, The CinCAF, after careful
study, gave the ship a routing which seemed most promis-
ing and involved going through the Torres and Damrier
Straits., Something miscarried, however, because the
ship went south about Australia, teo Fremantle, and was
rnext heard of while approaching Batavia! DON ISIDRO
was caught on the way north from there. Had she been
properly directed from Australia, there was a very
good chance that she would have reached Corregidor.

10 31 JANUARY

The returning Submarines were by now re-
porting larger results than before but still were also
reporting too many failuresj- warheads not exploding
on hits, torpedoes missing on account of bad runs,
and too many attacks falling for various other reasons,
A consideratle number of the failures was still the
fault of personnel, As could have been expected, first
war patrcls of Submarines are relatively 11'.Effin{ant
and time is required to get into stride, The official
reports of the Aslatic Submarines will, for the most
part, be available and should cover thls subject

thoroughly.
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By this date, the Submarines generally had
been keeping the sea for unduly long periods; that
is, upwards of 50 days for the large boats and 30 to
40 for the small boats, all in tropical waters at that.
Lany of the patrols were much longer than was in-
tended because, in so many cases, Submarines which
were on the way to base had to be turned back to in-
erease opposition to the enemy's advance. It was
being found, however, that, in spite of the wvery great
hardships and straln over inng periods, the personnel
was standing it surprisingly well. Iany were in
rather bad shape upon return but apneared to recover
in a wery short period of rest.

CinCAF visited Soerabaya during the period
and set up the new commarnd arrangement under whieh he
rerained nominally CinCAF but with that office prac=-
tically inactivated, Vice Admiral Glassford, with
Hear admiral Purnell as Chief of Staff, becane
Commander, U,3, Naval Forces in the Southwest Facifiec.
The Command Post remained at Scerabaya but was tending
to shift out of that cilty on account of the threat
of the pending enemy advance, By now, the forces
under Commandant, Sixteenth Naval Listrict, had
officially corme under USAFFE operational command;
in practice, this arrangement had been in effect for
some time, The aslatic Fleet Intelligence work did
remain sltogether under CinCAF and there was certaln
cognizance as regards communications but, in most all
other respects, the Naval and liarine forces, Manlla
EBay, were assisting the Army. In this role their
services are known to have been of great value.

During this wisit at Soerabava, it was seen
that some days would elapse before an American Striking
Force of much potentlality could take the seaj the
Destrovers had many empty tubes and no Crulser was
available, except MARELENEAD, which was completing tem-
porary reprailrs to main power plant, AEDAFLOAT visited
Hatavia upon return and conferred with Vice Admiral
Helfrich and Comnodore Collins, F.A.N, (He usually saw
eye-to-cye with the latter officer and had come to rely
very greatly upon his judgment and general attitude).
Vice Admiral Helfrich was still found disposed not to
be entirely frank as regards the state and readiness
of his forces, At this conference he did not disclose
that he could get a considerable force of his own
Cruisers and Destroyers to sea,=- which would have
strengthened our current weakness to the eastward of
Java., (Without informing the ASDAFLOAT office, he had
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ordered these forces into the Karimata Strait., It
was a proper action, as instituted, but at the time of
the conference the Information upon which it was
based had been found to be incorrect and the order

had been cancelled. This latter was not disclosed for

a little time afterward).

Started moving American auxiliaries west-
ward from Darwin., (Directed it 29 January but first
sailing was not until 3 February)., This was
necessitated by the requirements for servicing the
Destroyers and Submarines in Java harbors., However,
by now Darwin, as might have been expected, had been
found most inadequate and unsuitable as a harbor and
base. Moreover, being located in a bight of the ocean
and free for approach from the north or west, it was
becoming too easy for the enemy to cover Darwin and
lock up anything inside. This decision amounted to
our Navy's moving toward discontinuance of the use of
Darwin as a base and did not conform to the general
attitude which the United States administration had
adopted a month or more previously. ABDACOM did not
personally approve of moving American auxiliaries away
from Darwin but he accepted the idea since British and
Dutch Naval thought alsc agreed upon 1it.

At one of ABDACOM's conferences during this
period ABDAFLOAT stated that the Allied Naval forces
could have accomplished much more in the way of direct
opposition to the enemy advance if no Cruisers and
Destroyers had been used for escort duty; that the past
history showed that we would have lost nothing at sea
if convoys had gone "bare", with the possible exception
of one fuel ship, TRINITY, which might have been lost
in the vicinity of Darwin had she been unescorted.
Those statements were unwelcome but were true.

During the period, (29th), the decision
was made by ABDACOK to concentrate the British Army
which had been opposing the Japanese on the Paninsuia,
on Singapore itself, Included in that decision was
the virtual withdrawal of the R.A.F. from British
territory and projecting its future operations from the
air fields of Sumatra, Formal orders were issued
closing the naval dockyard at Singapore,- a step which
was a very hard thing for the British to have to take
in view of the Empire's policy over many years. It was
understood that Hear Admiral Spooner, R.N., in command
at Singapore, was himself conaiﬂarubiy surprised at
the suddenness of the British Army's retreat, In con-
sequence of the decision, all ship movements involving




Singapore now became a matter of bringing personnel
and material out, rather than in, with general
destination Java., svacuation of women and children
from Singapore had been in progress for some time
but more or less on a go-as-you-please basis,

During the perlied, the Japanese were build-
ing up east of Celetes Island but their other expedition
was still stalled off Balikpapan,- where it continued

to present some attractlve targeéa. Preparations of
American Lestroyers and MARBLEHEAD were pressed as
rapidly as possible and LARBLEIEAD got out with four
Destroyers, (with some empty tubes, however), and made
another jump-off into the liakassar Strait. ﬁuwever,
they were shadowed by Japanese air during the after-
noon and since it was & bright moonlight nipght tre
Comnmander, very properly, decided nct to drive home

the attack in the face of the superior Japanese Naval
forces which alr reconnaissance reported,

Chief Air Marshall Fearce finally arrived.
AVDAFLOAT did his best to get on good persconal terms
with him, looking toward pronoting ccoperation between
planes and ships, but never made much progress. The
new Air Commander had not been trained for such co-
grerztion, One of his assistants was Group Captain
Darvall, HR.A.F., who had been long in lialayaj; he was
one nfficer of ihat service who seemcd able to under=
stend the problems over the water and, fortunately, he
was avallsble at the GHY nearly all the time,

General Wavell again visited Singapore and
upon his return stated in conference that he expected
the Island to hold out indefinitely though, of course,
its port would not be usable, A Jar expcditiﬂn attaclhed
Ambon on the 31st and took the entire place within two
or three davs. The illied alr force still remaining
thare at the time was reagre, The Dutch and
Australian planes which had been stationed at the
place had been well used up during preceding eneny alr
attaci:s, Our Pat7ing Ten lost two planes on account
of inexperience - belonged to the squadron which had
recently arrived, The Allies lost a strong battallion
of Australians and scme of the best units of the
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During the period, the Japanese remained
inactive in the Macassar Strait. They continued to
build-up in Molucca Strait and on the east side of
Celebes Island;- at Ambon probably but particularly
at Kendari, There were very good Dutch landing fields
at that point which had also been used by U.S. Army
heavy bombers, They had hoped to continue such use
and called for transportation of fuel supplies to that
front. In compliance, 30,000 gallons of 100 octane
gasoline were sent in by a destroyer plane tender
which barely got clear just as a Japanese expeditionary
force arrived to occupy Kendari. The Navy did con-
siderable running in order to lay down gasoline along
the Malav Barrier for use of Army planes which were to
be ferried from Darwin to Java,

Sent LANGLEY to Freemantle to load Army
P=40 pursuit planes, assembled under an agreement to
transport them north if conditlans were propitious when
the ship was loaded and ready. In the interest of
secrecy of the movement, requested Army authorities to
send no despatches whatever concerning this movement
other than to direct that their Planes be sent to
Freemantle to be there loaded on a ship.

On 2 February called all three Naval
Commanders, (Admirals Helfrich, Glassford, and Commodore
Collins), to Lembang for conference with the objective
of setting up a stronger Striking Force: most of the
Cruisers and Destroyers were by then being relieved from
escort duty into Singapore, Moreover, the enemy's
next advance would be bound to bring his forces into
easier reach of our forces, acting from the points
from which they had to Jump off, All the Duteh Cruisers
and Destroyers had become available and there Was pros-
pect of soon using the British Destroyers, of which
two were very strong, modern ships; also {hare was
possibility of using one, or even two, very good British
Crulsers, which were temporarily in the ABDA area.

During the conference, it was decided to set
up the Striking Force with Hear ﬂdmirnl Doormann,
(Duteh), in command,- with Rear Admiral Purnell as
second 1n command 1f found advisable to have two Flag
Officers in the Force. It was also decided to first
assemble the Force at sea, east of Java, as soon as
possible and to strike at first opportunity., The
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tactical handling of the mixed forces was discussed.
Since there would be little or no chance for training,
there were bound to be difficulties but it was held
that they would not be great hecause the force would
bte small and the tactics simple, The ship-to-ship
communications were to be by short-range, high-
frequency volece radio. General Wavell looked over

the agreements and approved, The Striking Force got
assembled on the 3rd and was sighted that P.M, by
eneny alr units which attacked Soerabaya.

Soerabaya experienced its first bombing
nttacks on February 3ird and, according to the usual
Japanese procedure, it was &iruc‘bd at the ailr in-
stallations, The ﬁutch fighters in the vicinity were
bteaten and mostly lost in the alr. The Japanese
caught and destroyved a considerable number of planes
on the ground, but all U,5. Navy planes got away.

By then they had fully learned sbout dangers on the
water, if they were where the enemy might expect them
to be, The small Airplane Tenders permitted frequent
changes of base,- which was their salvation and per-
mitted them to continue thelr invelusble reconnaissance
work for so long in the presence of strong enemy forces.

On the 4th of February, the Striking Force
was caught by a powerful Jap hnmbing attack while on

the wav out to a jump-off point for another attack.

Two Duteh and two American Cruisers, with a mixed

force of ten Destroyers, were in the formation,
ILRELEXEAD was knocked out of the campalgn by three
bombs, and would have sunk at sea but for an un-

uaualiy courageous and efficlent personnel, HOUSTON
lcst her after turret and her maln radio and had heavy
personnel casualtiesj;- sixty killed, Both cruisers

went to Tjilapjap. Admiral Doormann still had a con-
siderable force intact, even after providing escorts

for the damaged american Crulsers, but he immediately
withdrew all his ships to the south and west. That
novernent was not known at Lembang for over half a day on
account of the very defective Duteh ship-to-shore
communications, The Striking Force was, therefore,
thrown out or taken out of action for the time being.
Henceforth, the only American Crulser avallable in the
arca woes the damaged HOUSTON, The BOISE sailed for
Colembo 1-2 February. On 10 February, sent HOUSTON on a
troop escort mission, Darwin to Koepang. Although with
after turret disable&, HOUSTON was still the most power-
ful crulser available in the area and quite capable of
escort duty, at least, It was tentatively decided that
when PEOSNIX arrived in the area, HCUSTON would return
to a home port,

-2 -
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This last jump-off of the Striking Force
was about three days later than it would have been
if the Dutch Navy had acted with entire frankness
in disclosing its state of readiness, The reason for
such misunderstanding is still not known, but a
natural tendency to hold back and expect American sur-
face forces not to hold back had been more or less
present for some time, I doubt that any individual
is particularly to blame for that situation. Rather,
it was a matter of failure to begin personal
associations of American, British, and Dutch Naval
officials soon enough.

The westward movement of the Striking Force
after receiving the bombing attack was, probably,
quite unfortunate., It later developed that an enemy
expedition had milled around in waters south of
Celebes for nearly a day,- 7-8 February, probably
awalting something. We had information of it - from
patrol planes - but no surface ships were in position
to strike 1it.

10 10 FEBRUARY

During the period, General Wavell visited
Burma and later Singapore, By the date of the latter
visit, the Japs had already invaded Singapore Island
and occupled considerable ground on its western end,
ABDACOM directed four fast ships sent up to evacuate
3000 R.A.F., personnel to Java.

The perlod was marked by an lncreasing
mmber of Allied plancs lost in the air. Most of the
losses were British and it was sald that nearly all of
the 100 new Hurricanes which were gotten into action
around 30 Jamuary, through risky and expensive movements
of ships, had been "used up". U.S. Army and Dutch army
air had also suffered and Allied power in the alr was
diminishing at an alarming rate. The Reconnalssance
Command was also leosing planes but was still keeping
up a fairly good flow of information of enemy movements
at sea.

During the period, ABDAIR disappeared from
Lembang and was found to have established his Command
Post at Bandoeng, This move was made withoutmotice to
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ABDAFLOAT and when facts were made known to ABDACOM

he indicated that he himself had not previously known
of the move. There was continuing indication that the
comparative weakness of the Allies in the air had been
more a matter of unseasoned personnel than in an in-
adequacy of planes, in numbers or in types. This
seemed to particularly apply to all squadrons of the
R.A.F., and to the pursuit squadrons of the U.S. Army.

As soon as Admiral Doormann's withdrawal

movement after receiving the bombing attack on 4
February was known, he was directed to reverse his
movement and reform the Striking Force for use in the
zundrant northeast of Java. He thereupon issued a

irective setting up two rendezvous about 300 miles
south of the Malay Barrier from which to fuel, assemble
and jump off, This was a quite impracticable project
in that the rendezvous were tco far away and the sea
there too rough for dependence on fueling at sea.
Consequently, Admiral Doormann was directed to pro-
ceed to Tjilapjap for conference.

ABDAFLOAT visited Tjilapjap on the 8th,
finding a considerable portion of the Striking Force
in port, and conferred with Admiral Doormann. The
latter was found to be rather over-apprehensive of
enemy bombing attacks, Shortly after the meeting began
information came in indicating a Jap expeditionary
movement to be coming arocund the southeast end of
Celebes and the Island of Bouton, From previous in-
formation, there was belief that the enemy's next
move would be directed at Banjermassin, (southeast
Borneo), or on eastern Java. (Actually, the enemy's
next step was to take Makassar,- 9-10 February).
ABDAFLOAT represented in the conference that if such
developed, at least a night attack must be made. He
directed idniral Doormann to draw up plans for it and
to take up position in readiness as soon as it could
be done, The plan was issued very quickly and ships
of the Striking Force began leaving port; the plan was
to assemble just south of the Barrier and west of Bali,
(By this time, it had become apparent that Admiral
Doormann was naturally a very cauticus sea commander
and not inclined to take commensurate risks, Thought
was given to relieving him but ABDAFLOAT decided
against the step at that time. There was no Cruiser
available upon which to embark an American Admiral and
there was no British commander available; additional
to which was the prevalence of feeling among the Dutch
that their officers were not being given encugh of the
command positions, over the ABDA theatre - in all areas).
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At about the end of this period, there
were indications of another Jap expedition forming
at a group of Islands about 300 miles south of Salgon.
It was not ABDACOM's practice to keep up running
Estimates of the Situation, or "apprecilations",- as the
British call such documents. ABDAFLOAT kept up only
very rough running estimates which usually were not
preserved. On or about 9 February, the general

strateglc plcture, as it appeared %o him, was about as
follows:-

The British in Singapore had already been ¢
rendered innocuous and there was question of the des-
tination of the new enemy expedition referred to just
above., The indications were that it was being directed
at Banda Island or its vicinity, with ultimate des-
tination either western Java or central Sumatra,- pro-
bably the latter. &

There was at the same time to be considered
the Jap movement through Mclucca Strait; (and perhaps
the remains of the detachment which came through
Macassar Strait)., It was known that the Japs had built-
up strongly around Kendar and to the south of 1it, par-
ticularly as regards air fields and alr power, so that
it was a considerable base, That area having been
relatively quiescent for some time, the assumption had
to be made that there would be a push from those eastern
Jap forces in the near future. While it later developed
that they first made a short step only to Macassar, and
generally occupying all of southwest Celebes, it was
ot this time estimated that a straight jump to Madura
Island or Bali was gquite likely. Alsoc that if such
jump were made, the Striking Force would have a fair
opportunity for breaking it up. Unfortum tely, for
about 48 hours at this time, either bad weather or
heavy enemy alir opposition prevented our reconnaissance
planes from getting any information., This fact caused
ABDAFLOAT to hold to his estimate about 24 hours longer
than would otherwise have been the case, during which
time the Striking Force was retained to the eastward,
whereas it should have moved west for use against the
other invading expedition.

ABDAFLOAT also wisited HOUSTON and MARBLEHEAD
at Tjilapjap on 8 February and saw at first hand the
damage to HOUSTON and MARBLEHEAD, Both ships had been
severely punished, but the morale and courage of the
officers and men seemed in no way impaired., It was
finally decided that HOUSTON would remain in the area
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for the present and that her next employment would te
in covering a troop movement, which ARDACON was forming
up, from Darwin to Koepang or Timor, for the better
protection of the landing field there,

LARBLEHEAD was seen to be badly wrecked,
By virtue of a high degree of technical ability on the
part of a Dutch Naval architect, the ship's bow had
been 1ifted out of water so that the hole in the
bottom could be roughly patched. There was total lack
of steering power but it was considered less risky
to send the ship to sea steering with her engines than
to attempt to get the stern out of water with the
linited 1lifting power available in the Tiilapjap dock.
It was decided that MARELEHEAD must be gotten out of ;
the ABDA area as early as possible, and she sailed
for Ceylon, UTUS acccmpanying, within a very few days.,
Only unusually efficient and {enaciuus officers and men
could have saved this ship in the first instance, or

have continued to keep the sea with her over such long
periods,

The Tankers and Tenders arrived at Tiilapjap
and began giving long-deferred service, (including
torpedoes), to Destroyers and Submarines which had long
needed it., Thenceforth, Tjilapjap was the rrincipal
base for American ships; 1t was a most inadequate har-
bor but the only one with mich of any security; said
security lay entirely in the location,

The Submarines continued to be active,-
Duteh boats in the western part of the theatre, imerican
boats in the central and eastern parts. GSince their
splendid performances during December, the Dutch Sube
marines had not been offective., The American boats
were by now bringing back larger "bags" than before
and the total had become considerable. But there were
still occurring too many lost opportunities to infliect
severe damage on the enemy. It was still the case
that the enemy could advance his amphibicus expeditions
in the face of Submarines without suffering enough
loss to stop or break him up,. However, the Submarines
are thought to have caused the enemy pgreater losses
than did everything else in the ABDA area.
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10 15 FEBRUARX

During the period, the Japanese invasion
of Singapore Island made ground very rapidly, against
what was the equivalent of three full British divi-
sions, and the surrender occurred on 15 February.
During the last days of Singapore, evacuation of
material and personnel - including women and children -
was carried on as well as it could be done in the
immediate presence of an invading enemy. Conditions
were very chaotic. Ships of all types were subjected
to considerable bombing attack, while loading and
while at sea for quite a distance south of Singapore.
The R.A.F. was operating from Java and the south-
central fields of Sumatra and of fering opposition to
the Japanese aircraft in thelr operations which began
to extend well south of Singapore.

The Japanese invasion of the Palembang section
of Sumatra got underway,- a parairoop attack at first
followed by landings on the east coast and movements
up the rivers. The success or failure of this 1in-
vasion was not clearly known in Java as the period
closed., Neither was it known what steps, if any,
had been taken toward denying the enemy petrocleum from
this, the most valuable oil property of the N.E.I.

There was a large influx of shipping into
Java ports - particularly into Priok the port of
Batavia. Conditions had become badly disrupted at all
the ports; their facilitles would have been over-taxed
at best, additional to which was the desertion of much
of the Malay laborers as soon as they heard the first
bombs explode,

The Japanese forces in Celebes and the
surrounding territory made no move during the periocd.
By the evening of 11 February, ABDAFLOAT decided that
the menace to the west of Borneo was the greater and
the Striking Force was directed to shift to the west-
ward to oppose. As previously stated, about 24 hours
were lost by the belatedness of this decision, How-
ever, the loss was more apparent than real, because
when the Striking Force did jump off for the waters
north of Banka Island, (13th), Admiral Doormann had
just been strongly reinforced by the addition of
EXETER, HOBART, and most of the British Destroyers.
That made a force of four very good light crulsers
adequately supplied with destroyers, and Admiral Doormann
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was in consequence told that:- "He should consider
the advisability of an attack upon enemy expeditions
by day as well as by night in view of the considerably
increased power of his force".

The Striking Force got into the waters
northeast of Banka Island during the night of 13-14
February, leaving one Dutch Destroyer aground on the way.
The Force passed through several bombing attacks the
next day without injury and then it returned to
Batavia in the early morning of the 15th, having
accomplished nothing. The Japanese expeditlion was
already into Banka Strait, and the Sumatra rivers
with the advance elements of their expedition,- witn
Palembang as thelr objective. The Striking Force
arrived too late to defeat at sea the landing of the
enemy's first waves, but it probably could have in-
flicted considerable damage had Admiral Doormann
pressed into Banka Strait from the north or swept to
the northward, There were several Jap detachments in
the vicinity and there were some signs that just the
appearance of the Striking Force in those waters con-
siderably disrupted the Jap movements.

It became too dangerous to continue to
send Tankers into Palembang for cargo. The producing 3
capacity on Java, which was all that remained avail- =
able to the Allies, was only 22,000 tons per month,
which could be handled by a small number of Tankers.
Accordingly, ABDAFLOAT ordered all Tankers sent to the
Persian Gulf as soon as they were ready for cargoes.
He directed that the two American Tankers be sent out
as soon as practicable,

= |
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On 14 February, ABDAFLOAT directed that a J |
large Submarine be sent to Corregldor to evacuate ik
the American High Commissioner, the Honorable Mr, %
Sayresand four other civilians who were with him,- o
and to fi1ll the rest of the passenger capacity of the !
boat with Naval personnel selected for their potentiality
for carrying on the war.,

|

On 12 February, ABDACOM received a directive
under which Admiral Hart was to turn over operational
command as ABDAFLOAT to Vice Admiral Helfrich, The
turn-over was made on the l4th at Lembang. Admiral
Hart represented to ABDACOM that with a Dutch Admiral
as ABDAFLOAT and a British Admiral as a Chief of Staff,
the American Navy did not have at Lembang a re-
presentation commensurate with its power,- which still

Regradedlﬂﬁﬁésaﬂed
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was about half the total strength of the three Allied
Navlies, Making no progress toward any remedial action
in this line, he reported the facts to Washington

but at the same time urged ABDACOM that Vice Admiral
Glassford be placed either in or near ABDAFLOAT's
H.Q. This seemed very necessary in order that the
Asiatic Fleet would have proper representation and
have its interest and welfare looked after to the
best advantage which seemed possible under the circum-
stances. Efforts of this sort, completing the turning
over of Asiatic Fleet's affairs to Vice Admiral
Glassford, etc., consumed the time up to late after-
noon of 15 February, when Admiral Hart departed from
Lembang bound for Washington.
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Files ﬁmumm. SOUTH WEST PACIFIC ‘I.IID (Bz)

Alb-1
Serial: (CINC-0006) JAVA
‘ February 12, 1942
SECRET!
From: Commander Combined Maval Foroes, A.B.D.A. Area.
Tos Commandant der Zeemacht.
Commander U.S. Naval Forces in South Wesi Pacific.
Commodore Commending China Forces.
Subjects: Estimate of situation as it relates to submarine
dispositions.
Heference: (a) ABDAFLOAT secret letter Al6-l serial (CING-D005)

dated February 3, 1942.

1. The principles outlined in the basic letter,
reference (a), are, in my opinion, still appliceble, but it is
desired at this time in view of the strong protection given by
the enemy to his military conveys during sctual operations and
the consequent difficulties in obtaining results by submarines,
to recommend a change in the number of submarines assigned to the
various tasks. Also, the enemy movement toward the eastern end
and center of the Barrier appears to have slowed up and in con-
sequence some of the submarines now in a position to oppose such
a move may be more usefully employed in other localities.

2. Intelligence informstion indicates that the Takao-
Bako area is extremely importantas an intermediste stopping point
for commercisl vessels snd men-of-war, both north and scuth bound,
and also for vessels to and from the Japanese maink nd and South
China Sea ports. In connection with thise latter shipping, our
information indicates that it is increasing in importance and vitally
necessary to the enemy's continuing war effort. Prineipal ports
being used in the South China Sea are Halphong, Saigon and Bangkok.

3. In view of the information cutlined in the sbove
parsgraph, it is felt that, in general, the number of submarines
employed in work against convoys consolidating positions already
gained as outlined in paragraph 4 (b) of reference (a), should be
reduced, as should those being held in position to act against s
movement {rom Ambon to the southward. This would release, say,
four additional submarines for employment as outlined in the pre-
ceeding paragraph although, dues to the distances involved, it can
not be expected that more than three of these additional vessels
could be on station at any one time.
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Filex HEADQUARTERS, SOUTH WEST PACIFIC COMMAND (B2)
Serisl: (CINC-0006) TAVA
February 12, 1942.
SECRET g
Subject: Estimate of situation ss it relates to submarine
dispositions.
be In order of priority, the Commander Comblined Naval

Forces considers that the following distant locations should be
coverad:
(1) Tekao-Buko area

{2] Saigon

3) Hainan Strait

(4) Indo-China cosst-Heinan line
(5) Keelung-Japenese mainland line

5. : Previous considerations outlined for use of Dutch

and British submarines are still applicable. 1In this comnection,
due to indications of a possible enemy move in force from locations
mmmthnhmsnmmmmrdmwnmfnm, it is
my opinion that additional Duteh submarines should be hastenad to
patrol stations in the Karimata-Gaspar Straits viecinity as quickly

a8 possible.

/8/ Thos. C. Hart

THOS. C. HART,
ADMIRAL, U.S. NAVY.
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FF6/A16-1 00/B2
(5-188)

SECHET Dacember 25, 1941.

S-E-C-R-E-T

Froms The Commander in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.

To: The Commendant, SIXTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT.
Subjects Turns Over All Command Within Fhilippine

Coastal Frontier.

1. Following our gemeral war plan, which
incidentally hes been fairly closely adhered to thus far, I am
transferring my command post to some point to the scuthward,
exsct location not yet decided, but concerning which you will
be informed as soon as kmown.

2. You will therefore sssume command of ell units
remaining in this ares, which, in addition to forces already
under you, are the following:

g
b
Eu} Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron Three, Lieutensnt Bulkeley.
d) The commissioned and enlisted personnel of my Staff
that I do not take with me. Lisutenant Commender
Dennison, who has been Assistant Chief of Staff and
Assistant Operations Officer for some days, will be

the senior member in charge of all personnel,
documents, files, equipment, and so forth.

3. Referring to our genersl war plani— lts basic
feature as concerns the forces which I am leeving under your
command is that the submarines should operate from here as long
as such is practicable and profitsble. As soon as such practie—
ability is over, the large submarines, at the very least, are
to be trensferred to TASK FORCE FIVE for further operations.

It is essentiel that Commender Wilkes and certain selected
personnel of his Command and Operations group be passed to the
south at such time as best judgment dictates. I recommend that
you be guided generally by Commander Wilkes' advice. He is
thoroughly in touch with the gemeral gitustion, the efficiency
nrthunburinacﬂndishighm&mgmmllrbacmm
upon. Because of the personal characteristles in the case,

S
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1thm11hhﬂutmhnﬂusﬂlltrrt.uhm:m
lmihhrholmnthrmmtthqﬂllmuupmm
from hers too soon. At this date, 1t looks as 1f the t
south should be soon and in the absence of further orders,
submarines should joinm HOLLAND.

s Viewing the situation ss a whole, I would in
advise that tranafer of remaining surface forces south
be not now sttempted. At the time of writing, it looks as if
thuunhupuudmitmb-dmﬂﬁhmh
risk to persomnnel as measured against future usefulness of ships.

5. Following precedent and the apparent necessities
of the situstion, I have placed the Fourth Marines under Army
direction, details of which will be given you by Lientensnt
Colonel Clement. The firet preliminary to that step was &
telephone request from the Commanding General, U.5. Army Forces
in the Far East, for the use of a certain number of marines;
the conversation included General MaciArthur's statement to the
effect that I could regaim jurisdiction of that force. 1 have
thmfummtmtimnstumnudd'mﬂingum“
thum-nrmrmn'thluimﬂulmasthqmmdarm
Army. It has been my further intention to reinforee the Fourth
Marines with excess naval persomnnel zcting as infantry unita.

I would suggest that sny such co—operative slep which you take
be in that manner rather than turning Navy personnel directly
over to Army immediate command.

6. It is hersby certified that the originator

considers it to be impracticable to phrase this document in such
& manner as will permit a classification other than secret.

Copy toi
Comsubsaf . . THOS. C. HART.
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December 17, 194l.

QECHFT

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Commandant, SIXTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT. '

1. About 13 Decembar, Mr. Colley, the head of our
firm of constructors, told me, after hearing of the discontinuance
of work on the Sangley Point Alr Base and on the Ammunition
Depot and hearing alsc of our intentions as regards the employ-
ment of his company om certain extemporized work at Mariveles
and on Sangley Point, (the latter is understocod to have been
practically completed);-

That he will have laft over after earing for any of the
needs which have been axpressed to him, a considerable quantity
of exceas equipment and the skilled personnel for its cperations
which could be otherwise employed. Mr. Colley suggested that
since we seem to have no further need of his heavy equipment,
such as bulldozers, powsrful tractors, etec., perhaps it would
be best employed by the Army. I informed Mr. Colley that I
agreed in principle and that as a first step would get him in
touch with Colonel Casey, the Engineer Office of General Mac
Arthur's staff, toc ascertain the Army's thoughts in the matter.
I have just heard that the Army is in an entirely receptive
frame of mind and will probably wish to fully avail themselves
of anything which Mr. Casey's organization can accomplish.

2. It is definitely the cmse that the 16th District
g8till has first ecall on all of Mr. Casey's faeilities. While
proceeding on the assumption that work on the Air Base and the
Ammunition Depot, (with a possible exception of the dock at
Mariveles), is indefinitely postponed, please authorize Mr.
Colley to use such of his equipment and personnel as it is
guite evident will not be required for the sdditional under-
takings under the Nawval District.

THOS. C. HART.

Copy to:
Colonal Casey, U.5.A.
Mr. Colley-

c_0_P_Y
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December 11, 1941.
MEMORANDUM FOR: Commandant, 16th Naval District.

1. Many regrets indeed over yesterday's disaster
from enemy air attack which he can evidently repeat with
impunity at any time. In consequence, I find myself entirely
thrown back on the operations of submarines and Wagner's
splendid fores.

24 We will carry on with such basing facilities as
we can retain in operation. I have not at this moment arrived
at much consideration of the basing factor as regards our
planes. As for the submarines, however, I have recast the
situation as well as I am able and the sal'ient faector, insofar
as you are concerned, is the integrity of the diesel cll at
Sangley Point. The submarines will not need any of it until
they return from patrols, so there is no burry sbout the plping,

, etc. The tanks themselves, howewer, are vitally
important and I hope that you ecan get Colley on the job to get
in his people and do the best possible in the way of earth
protection.

3. The integrity of the boller fuel is of greatly
reduced importance now; so, as far as it is concerned, the
question is one of relationship to the diesel fuel, if the
boller fuel takes fire.

4s Much sympathy to you and to all your peopls,
with all my regrets concerning the losses, particularly of
personnel,
THOS. C. HART.
L£-0-P-Y
SECRET ,
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Date:
HEADQUARTERS Ini
United States Army Forces in the Far Esst

Office of the Commending General
Manile, F. I.

December 24, 1941.

Subjecty Evacuantion of Metropelitan District.
To: Commander-in~Chief, U. 5. Asietic Fleet.

1. Reference iz made to your letter of this date, subject as above,
file FF6/A16-1 (S-187). The declsion as to the time that Manils is to be
declared an open city must necessarily be based upon the military situationm.
You were informed of that decision immediztely upon its being teken. There
is inclosed herewith = copy of the Froclamntion that will be lssued. It
will be noted that the withdrawsl of military installstions is to be pro-

gressive although as rapid as possible.

2. The plan contemplating the evacuation of the High Commissioner and
of the Government and the declaration of Manile ss an open city was presented
in a radio to the War Department. You were informed immediately upon recelpt
of approval by the War Department.

/s/ Douglas MacArthur

Commanding Genersl,
United States Army Forces in the Far Esst.

(Pencilled notes: Attached copy of proclamation given to Adm. Rockwell.

R.W.C.

See two pages down Marked "A")
COFY
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FP6/AL6-1 00/Bs
(s-187)

December 24, 1941.

S-E-C-R-E-T
From: The Commander in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.
To: The Commanding General, U.S. ARMY FORCES IN
THE FAR EAST.
Subject: Evacuation of Metropolitan District.
o My Lisison Officer, (Commander Demnmison), just

brings me word that your Chief of Staff has notified him

(9 m.m.), of your decision to declare Manils an open ecity
tomorrow. Incidentally, I should record that I have received
nulti'm twenty-four hours notice of eny poseibility of such

8o .

2. While, a8 you have been repeatedly informed,
it has béen our intention to carry on the war from here with
gpubmarines as long as possible, this deniel of the use of the
facilities within the metropoliten ares very much shortens
the pericd during which those operations can be carried out
from here. It has now become likely that we shall be unable
to bring any more submarines into the harbor for replenishment,
fusl, etc. lmlynudthumutauntpnsmtmlﬂl
continue their operations until they have to leave Lheir
gtations because of exhaustion of fuel, supplies and of
personnel.

It is hereby certified that the originater

3.
considers it to be impracticable to phrase this document in such
a manner as will permit s classification other than secrsti.

THOS. C. HART.

Copy to:
Comdt., 16th Naval District.
Comdr. Submarines, Asistic Fleet.

(Penciled notes: See next sheet Marked "A")
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HEADQUARTERS
In reply refer to: United States Army Forces in the Far East
Office of the Commanding General
MANILA, P. I.

In order to spare the Metropolitan ares {rom the possible ravages of
attack, either by alr or ground, Manils is hereby declared an open clty with-
out the characteristics of a military objective. In order that no excuse
mey be given for possible misteke, the American High Commissioner, the Vom-
monwealth Government and all combatant military installotions will be with-
drawn from its emvirons as rapidly as possible. The Municipal Government will
continue to function with its police powers, reinforced by constabulary troops,
5o that normal protection for life and property may be preserved. Cltlzens
are requested to maintsin obedience to the constituted authorities and to
continue the normal process of business.

COPTY
= S
(Penciled notes:s "an )

Regraded Unclassified




SECRET ~ Deoesber 23, 194

His Excellency,

Manuel L. Quezon,

President of the Philippine Commonweelth,
Malscanan Palace,

Manila.

My dear Mr. President:

I regret very much that circumstances have
made it necessary to discontinue the operation of
our Enlisted Men's Club as such. The bullding,
however, is now serving a most useful purpose as
an official Navy headguarters. I have directed
ﬂl.ntthamtmﬁ}iﬂhﬂdingforthnmt

quarter be paid from U.S5. Government funds.

Sincerely,

THOS. C. HART,
ADMIFAL, U.S. RAVY,
COMMANDER IN CHIEF,
U.5. ASIATIC FLEET.

Regraded Unclassified



FFP6/K16-1 UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00/Bs
(5-186) U.5.5. HOUSTOM, Flagship,
December 21, 1941.

S-E-C-R-E-T

From: The Commender in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.
To: The Commending Gemersl, U.S. ARMY FORCES IN

THE FAR EAST.
Subject: Enemy Penetrative Move.
Reference: (a) Lour secret letter 045.9 of December 21,
1941.
1. Reference received,- & brisf tlme after I had

seen you st your Headquarters snd departed without mention
of the subject. I am taking it under consideration immedistely.

2. Since I should, of course, base Submarine
dispositions after evaluation of all availsble information, I
am sending to your 0—2 section to learn the recent information
concerning enemy.

3. The Submerine is not a type which operates in
heevy concentrations. I can, however, thicken the present
coverage of the two poseible landing points which you mention.

It is hereby ceritified that the originator

4.
considers it to be impracticable to phrase this document in
such & manner as will permit & classification other than secret.

THOS. C. HART

SECRET

Regraded Unclassified



HEADQU.
In reply refer to: United States Forces in the Far Esst *
General -
wiq ml P- I-r

December 21, 1941

SECRET

Subject? Naval Assistance.
Tot Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Asistic Fleet, Manils, F. I.

| The Japanese order of battle shows four divisicns unaccounted for.
Information leads me to believe that they contemplate a mejor penetrative
move with these units in the Lingayen mnd Batangas areas. If it were possi-
ble to concentrate submarine strength to break these formations, it would
be of infinite mssistence. I anticipate the mction within the next three

or four days.
/8/ Douglas Macirthur
Commanding General, i
United States Army Forces in
the Far East.
cory
SECRET
R

Regraded Unclassified




HEADQUARTERS
United States Army Forces in the Far Fast
0ffice of the Vommanding General
MANILA, P. I.

mr 20’ 1m*

Subject: Employment of Naval Personnel in Land Defense.
To: Commander-in-Chief, U. 5. Asiatie Fleet, Manilas, ¥. I.

1. Following several conferences between us und between members of
our staffs, it is understood that the Fourth Marines will eventually become
available for general employment in land defense. It is u powerful, veteran
organization and will be of the utmost velus if integrated into the defense
forees. It 1s requested that the regiment, or successive elements thersof,
be placed at my disposal as developments of the Navy plan can make it availsble.

2. It 1s slsc requestad that such sallors as may become surplus be
made available. They would be used immediately for guard purposes on the
southern part .f Bataan, thus releasing elements of my field forces.

Comnanding General,
United States Army Forces in
the Far East.

SECRET e

Regraded Unclassified




FFP6/A16-1 UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00,/Bz
(s- 185 ) U.5.5. HOUSTON, Flagship,

December 20, 1941.

S-E-C-R-F-T
From: The Commander in Chief, U.S5. ASIATIC FLEET.
Tot The Commanding General, U.5. ARMY FORCES IN
| THE FAH EAST.
Subject: Movement of Convoy.
|
i Reference: {a) your letter 370.092 of December 19, 1941.
|
| 1. As regards the convoy now in the viecinity of

Darwin, my orders to pass it through Torres Strait were lseued
immediately after a conference with General Sutherlsnd yesterday
forenocon, several hours before the receipt of referenced letter.
I intend to so bring it through if svailsble forces make it
possible. In the interests of secrecy and security, I request
that the Army meke no references in its own administrative and
operative orders concerning the routing of that convey. If
possible, the same precaution should apply to ite destination.

24 Your peragraph 3 indicatese that we are now
entirely in accord, in prineiple, concerning movements of
convoys into Philippine waters. I am fully aware of the import—
ance of getting the Army's convoys to their destinations. As
the time approesches for decision in each instance, I expect to
keep you informed as to the situation on the ses and in the air
in its bearing upon the possibilities in the various cases.

3. Your letter opens with a quotation from an
estimate. That paper appears to have been prepared by Admirsl
Purnell at the direct request of Ceneral Brereton and supposedly
to be for his aid in handling Army Air Forces in the immediete
future. It contained the employment of our submarines and
aireraft at the time. Any formel Nevy estimste of the situntion
would naturally be signed by me or indicate that it was by my
direction, if my own signature should not be obtainable. The
only formel estimate thus far has been the one made out jointly
with you for the Singapore Conference. MNaturally, the most
important despetches between the Navy Department and me contain
information and opinions which may amount to a brief formal
estimate., I believe I have kept you informed concerning the
content of those despatches. It hardly seems necessary to say
that I fully apprecliate the strategic lmportence of Luzonm,
because 1t hag been & primsry subject in Naval circles for =
great many years. "

Regraded Unclassified
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FF6/A16-1 UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET
(s-185) U.S.S. HOUSTON, Flagship,
December 20, 1941.
SEC-R-ET
Subjectt Movement of Convoy.
bs There remains toc be made a matter of official

record the disposition of the Fourth Marine Regiment, concerning
which much cooperstive effort has been going on between our
respective Staffs. As between you and me, there has been only
your telephone request for e certain number of Marines to be
employed in the vieinity of your Headquartere. At that time, I
replied that I agreed in principle to the Marines' coming into
the Army's pleture and took the matter up immediately. During
Genersl Grant's and Genersl Grunert's incumbencies, I informed
both that in ease we succeeded in transferring the Marines here
from China, I should have available for service in the field a
veteran regiment of considerable strength which I expected to
put at their service. Since the Fourth Marines will constitute
a force of considerable potentislity, I think that scmething
more formal should be passed between us. At your convenience,
I request something on paper.

5. It ie hereby certified that the originator

conglders it to be impracticable to phrase this dooument in such
& manner as will permit a classification other than secret.

THOS. C. HART

b

SECRET,!

Regraded Unclassified




HEADQUARTERS
In reply refer to: United States Army Forces in the Far East
Office of the Commanding General
AG 370.092 MANILA, P. I.

December 19, 1941.

Subject: Movement of Gonvoy.
Tos Commander-in-Chief, U. S. Asiatic Fleet, Manils, F. I.

1. On December 10, 1941, I received the Navy's estimate of the situatiom
as of that dates "With the initiative in the hands of the enemy, consideration
of his early successes, and the preponderance of forces available to him iz the
contemplation of a long war, facing the loss of, and ultimate recapture of the
Philippines." On December 13, I received informution from the War Department
that & convoy would shortly arrive at Brisbane, and await orders there; that
in the sbsence of orders to proceed to this Theatre of Operations it would un-
load at that port. On that date I dispatched a radio to the War Depertment
presenting my views regerding the Far Eastern Theatre of War and smphasizing
the strategic importance of the Philippines. I recommended thet an immediste
effort, conceived on the brosdest lines, be initiated through the comcentrated
action of all rescurces of the Democratic Allies on the sea, on land, and in the
air, with a view to pushing reinforcements and supplies to the Philippines. I
gave first priority to air reinforcements and made specific recommendations re-
garding the reinforcement of that arm in a supplemental radio on December 14.
On December 16, I received a radic from the War Department stating thet my mes-
sages of December 13 and 14 had been studied by President Hoosevelt and were
generally concurred in by him; that the strategic importance of the Philippines
was fully recognized. The War Depurtment recognized the importsnce of reestab-
lishing limited sea travel from Australiz to the Philippines to supplement sir
transportation, stating further iu a radic on December 17 that every possible
action was being taken to forward assistance. Im furtherance of this plan the
War Department is establishing in Australia a Service of Supply from where sup—

will be givenm to the troops in the Philippines. Major General George H.

tt, Alir Corps, has been detailed to command all troops and installations
there and to act pursuant to my instructions. Hd will select sultable bases
in accordance with my directives and with due conslderation to recommendatlions
from the U. 5. Mavy authorities with whom it 1s necessury to cooperate for se-
curity of the routes that will be used by supply vessals.

2. You have informed me today that the control of the convey at Brisbane
has been turned over to you with orders to cemduct it by Torres Strait to Darwin.

I desnthis to be concrate evidenee of the determination of the Administraticn
to carry out the polley expressad in the War Department radios.

e
8-0-P-X
SECRET

Regraded Unclassified



3. The convay carries 70 airplanes which will be unloaded at Brisbane,
assembled and flown to the Philippines. I have issusd instructions for the de-
barkation and disposition in Australia of Air Corps ground elements. It is my
urgent desire, in sccordance with the policy of President Roosevelt, thut rein-
forcements and supplies be pushed forward to the Philippines. It is not pos-
sible nor necessary at this time to make the decision regarding movements from
Darwin. That decision can be taken when the convoy arrives at or in the viel-
nity of Darwin and in the light of the inform.tion thut will be availsble at
that time. The basic declsion, however, is clear that this and future convoys
should be pushed north from Australia, leaving to the last the ultimate deci-
sion as to the routes and methods to be employed in the last stages of the
voyage to the Philippines. I shall continue to keep you fully informed of the
situsntion as I see it.

/sf Douglas MacArthur
Commanding General,

United States Army Borces in the
Far East.

SECRET

Regraded Unclassified




HEADQUARTERS
In reply refer to: United States Army Forces in the Far East
Office of the Commanding General
600.1 MANILA, P. I.
December 18, 1941.
SECRET

Subject: Employment of Mavy contractor on Army work.

To : Admiral Thomss C. Hart, Commander-in-Chief,
United States Apiatic Fleet.

1. With reference to your memorandum dated Dec. 17 to the Commandant,
16th Naval District, with respect to making svailable for U.S. Army operations
a portion of the contracting force, plant, materials, etc., utilized by the
Pacific Naval Base Contractors on Navy construction work in the Philippines,

I appreciate your action in releasing these facilities and personnel for U.S5.
Army construction.

2. This Headquarters thru the Department Engineer, is entering into a
separate contract with Mr. Colley and his group for an extensive program of
airfield and national defense construction. It is our understanding that such
of Mr. Colley's force and such of the plant and materials which have been pro-
cured for Navy amccount, as are required for the completion of the Navy con-
struction work still remeining to be done, will be retained by the U.3. Navy
but that the persomnel, plant, and materials mo longer required will be made
available to the U.S. Army. This Headquarters is proceeding on that assump-
tlon.

3. It will be appreolated if this division of force and equipment can
be consummated promptly as the personnel in Mr. Colley's organization and such
surplus plant and materials as can be spared are urgenily needed for the execu-
tion immediately of = greatly enlarged airport construction program now being
undertaken.

/8/ Douglas MacArthur

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR,
Commanding General,
United States Army Forces in the Far East.

(Penciled notes:

23 Dec.
Have talked to the USAFFE Engineer.
— Everything necessary on our part
has been done. —HNo further action needed.

/s/ Dennison)

SECRET, i s

Regraded Unclassified

j



| [

00/Bs
Decembar 17, 1941
SECRET (e
MEMORANDIM FOR: Public Works Officer, 16th Nawval District.
Subjects Dolphins, Manila Harbor, ms shown on PW Drawing
Ho. P-8510.

The very strong seven piles dolphins are not
nn-ld-d and single piles, say, sixty feet as long as good size,
should answer the purpose. I have accordingly werbally instruct-
ed the contractor to use single piles for Humbers D-13 to D-16,
both inclusive.

| 2 I have further instructed the contractor to
drive an additional four dolphins, also single plles, near the
inboard face of the breakwater north of its entrance; two to
be on the north-scuth portion and two arcund the angle at
what iz known as the west breakwater.

THOS. C. HART.

Copy to:
Comsixtean.

Atlantie Gulf and Paelfie Company.

SECRET

Regraded Unclassified
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET gt

FP6/A7-3/(5-163)
U.S.5. BOUSTON, Flagship,
December 2, 1941.
S=E-C-R-E-T |
Fromg The “ommander in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.
To @ The Commending Genersl, U.3. Army Forces in
the Far East.
Subjects PLENAPS dated November 12, 1941.
1. Forwarded herewlth are coples numbars 8 end 9

of PLENAPS dated November 12, 194l.

2. Insofar s navel forces are concernad pages 31
and 32, Plenap A, Appendix I, are not up to dete in that the
United States Asistic Fleet i= now composed of three groups
as followss

(a) Iask Force One, under my direct commands
Submarines, including tenders.
Mreraft, ineluding tenders.
Motor Torpedo Boats.
Five Deatroyers.
Oilers. Base Manila Bey.

(b) w direct command Tuk Force Commanders
, MARBLEHEAD. - - - —(Penciled notes: - Alsc BOISE,
m dutrnyur divisions DII's . but it had not been offi-
BLACK HAWK. einlly ordered).
Base British or Dutch port. This force is at
present in the Bormec—Celebes area.

(c) Logcal Maval Defense Forces, direct command Commandant,
SIXTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT:
ASHEVILLE, TULSA.
Mine vessels.
District craft.
ISABEL.
River gunboats upon arrival.
Operations of this force are confined o the
Naval Defensive Sea Areas.

3. My formal approval of the PLENAPS is being witheld
pending recelpt of lurther directives, now enroute by air frem
the ef of Naval Operations. Undoubtedly there will be further
changes recommended after Admiral Phillips, Commander in Chief,
=1

G=0-P-Y #By Admiral Hart

SECRET
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PP6/47-3/(5-163) UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET gt
U.5.5. HOUSTON, Flegship,
December 2, 1941.
S=E-C-R-E-T
Subject: FLENAPE dated November 12, 1941.

—-u.—.--u—"'-"'l-_i-—-'l-l--ll-——--—-———-—---—-—.—-...—.-.——-—

Eastern Fleet, has had opportunity to study the situstion.

4e It is hereby certified that the originstor com—
, siders it to be impractical to phrase this document in such a
' manner as will permit a classification other than secret.

=

THOS. C. HART.
C=O-P-1
SECRET
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S~E-C-R-E-T December 23, 1941. .
MEMORANDUN |
Subjects Last Two Interviews with General Macirthur To Date. Il

1 On about 18 December, MacArthur called and talked at ll

length ;m-rn:l.n; the PENSACOLA'S convoy, then bound for Brisbane.
As suaul, he talked very well, bringing in many theoretical con-

glderations; but I managed to set forth the litile that could i
then be said about the situatlon of that comvoy. I|

2. I kmew the General was coming and had ready in .
my office the location chart showing where all Submarines were, |
with the exception of the eight which were off ports. With
the exception of the very few in harbors, all were for some time)
disposed for direct support of the Army; that is, placed for catching
enemy landing expeditions, with particuler concentrations along
the northwest coast of Luzon. I was prepared to fully explain
just what the Submarines, (virtually the Navy's only weapon),
were trying to do and expected that I would bring him into dis-
cussion on the subject. He barely glanced at the chart and, after
I had gotten off one or two sentences, agsin launched forth
into one of his characteristic "speeches" about his own side of
the war, It was only by using some sharpness and repeatedly
interrupting him in turn that I was able to tell him anything of
the Navy situstion st all. He asked no questions whatever, evinced no
curiosity and, as has too often been the case, the interview was
quite futile as far as furthering any meeting of minds between us.

3. On 22 December, a.m., I called on MacArthur,
incldentally to congratulste him on his promotion, but with
plenty of time for as much discussion of our situation here as
might come forth. The General also seemed to have plenty of
time, but the conversation for ten minutes was entirely in-
consequential and the two leads which I took to turn the inter-
view into useful channels were altogether without results.

dew At this date, looking back over the short pericd
since hostilities began, it is clear that as far as MacArthur
and I are personally concerned there has been very little get— |
together. I have succeeded in keeping touch with what goes on
with the Army by means of one liaison officer, (Commander |
Dennison), who, in spite of a heavy press of work incident to
sending seven of my best Staff officerssouth, has visited
USAFFE Headquarters dally at least once, and averaging two or
three times. He alsoc makes known to anyone he finds there, with
time and inclination to listen, the situation of my own forces,
the content of important despatches between here and Washington
and our Allies to the southwest. Ocecasionally, MacArthur sends
his Chief of Staff or his personal Aide to my Heamdquarters, who

shows me & part of their important despatches to and from Washington.

END
(Pencilled notes: /s/ Thos. C. Hart

There were no subsequenf BiHerqssks/NClassiied
See officinl memo i::i-n Em‘:rm. i




December 23, 1941

SECRET
SEC-RET

My dear MacArthur:

The stenographers partially completed their
notes on the conferences which you and I had with
Admirsl Fhilips and here is the result.

In general, they seem to have gotten what

and
had said. There were several places in my own

remarks where the men missed it and that much I
filled in.
Very sincerely yours,
THOS. C. HART.
(Penciled notes:

Nac 0.5.4 For enclosure gee
General Arthur, U.S.A., beginning of thie
Commending. 2 f11s wnder
U.S. Army Forces in the Far East. date of 6 December)

(Afatet ferets)

P. 8.1 The copy I'm retaining I regard mainly as in
remembrance of a very gallant Englishman.

T.C.H.

COPY

Regraded Unclassified
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. Deceabar 6, 1941.
SECRET

ey

REFORT OF CONFERENCE

Present: Admirsl Thos. C. Hart, U.5. Havy.
Vice Admiral Sir Tom Philips, Royal Navy.
Lieutenant Genersl Douglas MscArthur, U.S. Army.
Rear Admiral William G. Glassford, U.S5. Havy.
Rear Admiral Willism H. Purnell, ﬁ 3. Navy.
Major General Richard K. Sutherlsnd, U.5. Army.
Paymaster Captain 3. T. Beardsworth, Royal Navy.
Commander Michael G. Goodenough, Royel Navy.
Commander Willism G. Lelor, U.S. Navy.

i ——

" e —

Admirsl Hart: Gentlemen, Admiral Philips has come up from
Singspore and General MacArthur and I have read
what he has given us in the way of his own instruetiona. It v
checks up with what we know, or have to read between the lines L
of our own instructions and it seems to boil down to thisi-
That the object of the Admiral's visit is a preliminary confer-
ence with us, which has started today, from which it is hoped
that be and I can sgree upon everything that is basic for Joint
Plens; after which he will bring into consultation the Hew
Zealsnd, Austrelisn aund other British Empire forces and those
of the H.E.I. General MacArthur has consented to sit in with
us. He is very busy building up an Army and if the General is
willing I will ask him to set forth the situation as regurds
bis own end, insofar es it touches the Maval end. Genersl, I
think there are two points on which Admiral Philips needs inform-
ation. The first one is preliminery and hes to do with the security
aspects of Manila Bay as a base for Naval operations. Zhat is,-
securlty while in harbor as regards attack from air or ground
forces. We know the situstion insofar ss concerns sttack from
surface ships, submarines or with mines.

Genersl MacArthur: We are in the process here, Admiral Fhilips,
of organizing from a complete peace—time
basis to a potential theatre of operations. In its final form,
it will present Army forces which are completely adequate for the
mission of defense of this archipelago. It will comprise,
roughly, an Army of about 200,000 men, consisting of 12 to 15 '
divisions of troops with the balance of components of muxiliary
forces. At the present time, we are in midway of organization.
We have now about 11 divieions, comprising e force of about
125,000 men, who are in a fair state of training, a fair state
of equipment, und a fair state of balance. By that, I mean the
auxiliesries. The rate of our approaching maximum possibilities

of fighting efficiency will depend somewhat upon the rate of
equipment furnished from the United States. The mext 4 months

)
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Yo

are very valusble months to us. There is a grest mass of
equipment, probably in rough terms 500,000 tons. Ferhaps

the most critical of all those mcnths is the next onme. At

the end of that time, we would be able to acccomplish our

miseion with adequacy. Until that time, our effort must be
regarded as in the nature of an improvision (¥). Even under
those conditions, I have every confidence we can defend the
Arehipelago, but it is impossible during that period to say

with complete security that we can defend this place, that
place, or the other place (in order) to be the basis of
strateglc concentrations. The greatest acceleration that is
min;htnhplauhmrm-ﬂllhthutﬂmturhiuh
you are most interested - the air. Our program iz in constant
consolidation and it will depend probably upon the rapidity

with which ships can be ferried from the United States. We have
a mmber of estimates. Of the estimates I have made already, L
belisve that the ultimate strength that might be expected out
here will be largely determined upon the possibility of its
utilization and alsoc upon the possibility, as I say, of the
ferrisge meross. In other words, with the ferriage potentialities
accomplished, there is practically no limit to the ultimate
results of American air support that might be brought out here
in this aree in case of necessity. What we have now would vitally
interest you without going into too much detail. Let me tell you
that we have in the sir today about 35 B-17 bombers. We have
leaving the United States immediately (interruption by Admiral
Philips). They are in first class condition in every way -
personnel and material - not only in the air, but in everything
else. They are the best in the world. They are my ace unit,
They are splendid. They have only recently arrived. They had
their training, equipment and everything in the United States.
They are the finished product for operations in case of
necessity. In addition, we have a squadron of B-18's. ‘hey are
in excellent shape too. That squadron ( 7 ) 18 - 19 strength.
We have in addition 52 so—cailed dive bombers that have just
arrived. It would probably take them 10 days before they are
ready for operations. Their personnel 1s excellent. I know their
equipment is excellent. It is not the most modern; it is the A-24.
That type has been replaced by later models, but still ia in
sxce lent coniition. In the pursuit, we have prepared for
operationa. procedure in the neighborhood of 80 planes. The
equipment, material, etc., is superlor. The piloting is also
perhaps superior. The operautional group training is excellent,
not superior yet. It needs further polishing. Te feel they can
be ready (.....). The units have been thrown togather recently -
we haven't had a chance to mold them. MAs far as our fields are
concerned, they ave. improvised. We have one thoroughly good
field at Clark Fleld. We have other flelds that are rated from
good down to indifferent. We are engaged in the most energetic
effort to expand the base potentialities of cur air - not only
actual housing and operating fields but dispersion flelds for

=
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diversifying operating set-ups, etc. We are presented with
certain bottle-neck difficultlies in connection with thet
program. This is an agricultural country, but it is hand
agriculture - by turning of earth by implements wieldad by
individuals. We have not gotten the great potentialities for
building fields which we have in the most industrislized bases.
We are endeavoring to correct that by shipment from the United
States. It takes time to get them in. The bottleneck of our
air fields can only be for the next few months. This program
can only be regarded as fair. There will come & time when we
can get the equipment from the United States that 1t will go by
leaps and boundas. But for any immediateemergency, the field
capacities are limited and improvised. As regards the Warming
Service, we have in the Lslands &6 Army radio position detectors.
The Navy has one. They are in the process of installation. We
have operating now three which are inatalled and going well.
One is to the west, near Iba. One is to the north near the
top of the peninsula. One is at Tagaytay. Three of those are
operative.,

General Sutherland® It will probably take from 6 weaks to (7)

gomplete the remainder, two months before
they are going. Now the organization of the Warning System
itself is complete, but it is crude. The persomnel is excellent.
1t is largely composed of Government people and Constabulary men
and in due course of time they will be very good and efficient
but the organization has just started. There will be great gaps
and slips that will undoubtedly hurt.

General MacArthur: As regards the anti-aircraft defense potent-
ialities, they are low. We have one spot of
superior defense — anti-sircraft defense - that is the lslind of
Corregidor. Any Fleet that might anchor off there would be within
the zone of excellsnt anti-sircraft defensa. We alsc have falr
anti-sireraft defense at Clark Field. The anti-salrcraft defense
of other loca ities is largely improvised, mnd 1s largely the
elements which ground truops wouldssupply. As far as Manilas Bay
as o whole is concermed, it is practically non-exlstent at present.
We will have, in Februsry, a balloon barrage which will protect
tha immediate area of the harbor here and we are endeavoring to
get anti-aircraft units from the United States in the next 3
months which will give a very fair degree of anti-aircraft support
to the harbor. At the present time, as I say, if war broke out
immediately, the anti-aircraft units of this harbor as far as
ground shooting is concerned would be practically negligible.

As far as concerns the fitting in of the
co-ordinated actiities of the Army air with Mavy operations,
let me say that Bavy operations of & more or less independent >
character — by that I mean Navy operations which are not directly
involved in a determined effort by the enemy - bears the (%)
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of the Philippine Islands. Navy operations of an aggressive
character occur but the Navy operations have as their basis the
destruction of Axis forces and the ralding of Axis communications.
I intend to support with what Army alr and forces I have at my
disposal. In the performing of my operations, I shall use as

my. guide and mentor, Admiral Hart. He will be the connecting
link between all Navy operations and the Army or any other forces
operating independently with each other and he will co-ordinate
with me. In our actual sctivities, the Army air will be under
Army control and Army tactical command, but for your purpose I
intend to be gulided entirely by the NHaval advice of Admiral Hart
as to the necessity for going in as to time and pluce and as to
the mission that we will accomplish. We will hope to get the
most results by co-ordination of mission and Admirsl Hart will

be the agency. In this general Pacific area, 1t is most difficult.
They are numercus and countless and they are not organlzed the
game way. It 1s a problem that seems most difficult, but we will
be able to simplify it, insofar as the Army land and air service
is concerned, by having all outside Naval movements co-ordinated
through Admiral Hart. He and I operate in the closest co-
ordination. We are the oldest and dearest of friemds. There will
be nothing that will not instantly respond by the combined co-
ordinated effort of we two.

On the other phase of attack by an enemy for
the purpose of pemetration,- land penmetration - the penetration
of our frontier zones,- such an effort would require the entires
use of my air as a part of my mobile forces. I would, at that
time, hope that when the enemy was attacking our shores - and I
may add that my aim is to defend the shore lime — (.....). I am
reminded of that occasion whem your great Prime Minister was being
heckled in the House of Commons and answered the query as to
defense of the British Isles, "I have three great defensive lines,
the first i® on the shore, the second is on the shore, the third
is on the shore." 4Apd that is exactly the strategic plamning that
I have. We intend to fight to destruction on the shore lines.
Insofar as the Mavy is concerned, 1t means that the Army will
represent an obstacle which will hold up the enemy for a certain
pariod which will give the friemndly Navies an opportunity to
launch a combative effort either in flank attacks, in such ways
and means as the Navies may know, but to get the maximum of the
wayse and means would be entirely determined by the Navy; but my
hopes would be communicated to all other Navies through Admiral
Hart. He, again, woul! be the agent who would operate with me,
so that as far as the co—ordinated effort is concerned, Admiral
Hart 1s the locus of effort of everything that concerms the
combined Bavy forces. That is my suggestion. Is that generally
agrasable with you, Tommia?

-
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Admiral Harts Yes, I think my Staff has any number of detalls
and plane to work out with you as we will have

with the British Navy and the N.E.I. Navy. The general lines

of the situation as you set it forth are in accord with what we

gea of it and, if I may say so, it is & very excellent axposition.

Will that sult you, Admiral?

Admiral Philips: I may say that it would sult us admirably.

Might I clear my mind by ssking one or two
questions? The first thing I was wondering sbout is the fightar
aireraft and fields for their use.

General MacArthur: We can give you a complete line-up before
you go.

Admiral Philips: We have had an invesion problem at home in

the lest year, and probsbly, I hope, more
difficult than you may face. I hope, and as far as I can see
hers, the enemy can bring nothing but bombers to fight over this
vicinity. That is ome of the great assets that we have and 1t
makes it possible for us t0 ....v «

General MacArthur: We are subject to a fighter landborne attack.
We couldn't improve these flelds sufficlently

(ee.es) and we would have to bring in & protectional slement

before we could do it. How all we have to do is to strip ground

and mske landing fields and build up, but the minute we get

them we can operate.

Admiral Philips: As we have seen it at home, the posaibllities
of operating fighters is the most important of
all, It is more so than yours. Although the ememy could bring
fighters to the Battle of Britain, we could not get the fighters
bicause before France fell we had been looking to the east and
toward the Morth Sea. We hadn't thought much of fighters on
the south and on the west until the fall of France; so those
three months were rsally all we had to work together to glve us
time to develop our fighters in the gouth and if we had not been
able to do that we could not have produced fighters and made them
go. That is why I felt the defense of this plece so much depends
on the ability to operate fighters ln any area.

General MachArthur: We practically have that now. The inability
of an enemy to launch his air attack on
these islands is our greatest security. Most fighters are short
ranged. I repeat what I said. Even with the improvised forces
that I have now, because of the inability of the enemy to bring
not only air but mechanized und motorlzed alements, leaves me
with a sense of complete security. However, as 1 explained.

-5-
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that does not mean that a Fleet anchored in Manils Bay might not
be subjected to a heavy bomber uttack that would get through but
which would be punished severly.

Admiral Philips: That is exactly the way that we see it.

Genaral MacArthur: Nothing would please me better than if they
would give me three months and then attack

hers. That would deiiver the ememy intoc our hands, in that we )

would bring him down to give you an opportunity to daliver a b

knockout blow on his communication system. Well, if he delivers |

an attack with an expeditionary force designed to penstrate this

shore line, he woald certainly have to have a large element {onnvs)s

go three months from now would plesse me more than to heve him

attack here now.

Admiral Philips: There is one point I might raise in the event
of attack and that is fighter pursuit planes,
as escorts for those which are operating to break up the enemy
forces. We had to clear our minds &s to what was the object of
the Air Force. When invasion really lookesd likely, we had to
face up to to and after a great deal of thought we finally all
agreed that it was vital that the best way of breaking up the
invaders was by shooting them up at sea by Naval forces. If
you can get a few cruisers and destroyers into an invading
expeditionery force, they would sink it down in no time. But
in the conditions that prevail in the English Channel you were
unlikely to get the crulsers snd destroyers. Unless they have
fighter help (.....). The thing that worries us is the dive
bombers, rather the high level bombers, and the torpedo planes.
So that the first task of a fighter force is to provide fighter
defense over the vessels and to be there right on the spot.

S L W R

AN

General MacArthurt You may rest assured that when the Fleet

comes to the rescue, we will make it the
first business of our interceptor groups tc glve you all the
protection we can. And I would say that under those comditions
of penetration that the air force would punish them very much.
I do not wish to rule out the Navy punishment.

Admirsl Philips: The next thing that came out of 1t was the
need for organizing the show so that the

parties would work together and for getting a means of com—
aunication to the ships and the sireraft so that they could
talk to each other. You are likely to have a perty of fighters
up there (pointing) and a bombing group there which the fighters
can't ses. It so often happens that you want to be able to
tell the Tighters where the bombers are. Of course, that is
all & matter of detail and cooperation.

-
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General MacArthurt The details of cooperation that would be

necessary between the British Fleet and the
American land based alreraft - those details - the scheme of
that plamning should be worked out between you and Adgiral Hart.
The Admiral hes it for the Navy in gemeral, not only for the Amer-—
{can Navy but for your Navy, and we would work out with him the
details as to how to do it. In other words, our alr will have
& general plan of communlcations, inner communications systems,
and all other details, with the Navy. Not with the American
Navy, the British Navy, the Dutch Navy - but when you have
perfected all those things among the Navy alsments and you have
one coordinating (.....). Is that it?

Admiral Philipst Yes. There 1s a need for working out such a
plan. In touching on the same problem, there
is the range of the fighters. There sgain I hope you don't mind
my repeating but the thing that came up so often was the range
of fighters. At the beginning of hostilities, our Hurricanes
and Spitfires were very good for the job for which they were
designed - that was to work within about a thirty mile area
controlled entirely from the ground. But when it came time for
going over the sea, the need rose for tanking up the Hurricanes
and mlso for developing the long range [fighters. Ve used the
long range fighters to find the Hun coming with his ships -
and it was a very awkward proposition — and we devaloped the
Beaufort fighter which 13 a long range fighter and better than
the Me-110. Somecne from the Naval point of view [sasan)s
Also when this night bombing had to be dealt with, the Beaufort
and the Spitfire were put in to defend against night bombing.
I wonder how you stand in long range f{ighters, becausa we have
found that a very important need. With the Navy, what 1t really
comes to when you are within range, if you have the fighters,
you can do your job. And if you haven't it is, as at Crete -
nons too good. I, of course, am sorry that we have no good

long range fighters out here.

General MacArthur: We are limited antirely by the range of
what we have. We have the P-40, with an
operating range of in exceas of 600 miles. I would say he could
deliver his maximum possibilities at 150 miles and with a de-
creasing range of efficiency for each 100 miles furthar.

Admiral Philips: That is much belter than we have ocut here.

The Beaufort, while it is a two-seater and
hnlmgmgauchlm-nmmhln.rmrnuhimthmthn
Burricane - is effective for 700 to 800 miles. Onme other point,
Genaral, how do you stand in tanks and armored units?

1%
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General MacArthur: In tanks, we have 2 battallions, which

means sbout 112 tanks. They are from 12
to 15 tons - 134 - I think. Perhaps ultimstely that might be
incressed to one armored division, but I hawe that instrument
in a low order of priority because of shipment difficultles
from the States, as it takes much space and the terrain does
not lend itself to tank mction. The whole system of commun—
ieations in the Islands is & doubtful one. The bridges won't
hold them up and even to operate our own tanks off the coad
is & problem. But we have 112, excellent materisl conditionm,
very good personnel, out from the United States with & year's
training under (..... ) officers. I would lock for them to be
the lead in a powerful counter attack which would smash any
quick move.

Admiral Philips: Do we know much about Japanese tanks?

General MecArthur: We have all the informstien in a portfolic
on them. They have had no outstanding
successes in their four years in “hina and they have been
migserably weak in their handling of them. They have used them
to eliminste strong pointe but as for the conception of using
them for enveloping movements, the Chinese have held (.....)
and have & local success. But they tell me they utterly
failed in their broad {tiiii}f We constantly have roport.a of
the failure of loeal Japanese penetration to follow through
because they could not get the stuff. That is one of the
weaknesses of the Japanese Staff. I don't believe that, con-
gidering the difficulties of getting them down here &e an
axpeditionary force, we would have very much worry about it.
Put with cur 112 tanks here, I have nothing to fear at all.
(....) But it's a difficult thing when you get scmething to
balance. My own estimates of Army strengths and weaknesses

are scedemic estimetes. It is a real estimate with my potential
snemy. I have to revise that estimate but, considering relativity,

the Army is very much like a poker game.

Admirsl Hert: Admiral, suppose I attempt n summary as the
understanding between Havy men, as affecting
General MacArthur's forces. I think you will agree that we
are primarily interested in security of this harbor, in part-
jeular, against air attacks, but that we do not expect that it
would be sltogether prevented. A determined bombing attack may
get through but it is our hope that such an attack, if made,
would be so severaly punished that a second one might not be
made at all. In other words, we expect to have to teke some
bombe and it is all right if the fellows who dropped them don't
get away. That mesns, of course, what Admiral Philips has
brought cut; that we are intensely interested in the landbased
interceptors more so than in your other types. And the other
point of security provided by the Army 1s only that in the
{mmediste vicinity of bases:— that is anti-aireraft artillery
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in certain localities. I vision, Admiral Fhilips, that my
anchorage of greatest security is tc be Mariveles Bay. That

is on account of its hydrographic end also topographic features,
the presence of Corregidor and, as we hope, pdditional anti-
alrcraft artillery around Mariveles Harbor. The only other
place in the Philippine Islands where it is possible to obtain
& high degree of security against under water attack is in

this harbor itself. And in that, of course, we realize anti-
sireraft ground defemse is much farther from realization than
t:.:ill be at Mariveles. That is in a reasonable length of

The other point I believe, Gensral MscArthur,
in addition to security, is in the method of hendling co-
operative operations as effecting Army aireraft over thes water,
on which I think there rests still a great deal to do between
all units, and even between U.S5. forces. Well, General, we are
going to proceed with various things the Admirsl wants to get
settled. We will be delighted to have you stay with us but if
at any time you want to leave us, please feel free.

Admiral Philips: We will give you scmething of z report. I
feel that I might give you & little review
as regards our Fleet and the time factor in respect to our
defenses. Thers has been a lot of talk in the press about
arrivals of the Bastern Fleet, but it is not very strong yet.
The situation at the moment is that at the moment we have the
PRINCE OF WALES and the REPULSE, the only two capital ships.
And secondly (.....) to give a certain amount of comfort to the
Australians. I hope about the 20th of the month or perhaps by
Christmss we will have two more battleships, which are on thelr
way now. They are not modern, but ere as good or better than
the Jap's. But they are better than our still older ships.
They have been modernized as much &s we can. They are fitted
with sll this new stuff. That is two more by Christmas,- 2
total of four. Another two have left England sbout today or
yesterday or tomorrow and they should be hers in six weeks. o
that will make it up to six, and I hope for a seventh later.
Clearly, until you have a Fleet you can't hope to do much except
to act on the defensive and it is quite clear that to stick
your head out where the enemy is with a very inferior Fleet
would be foolish. I think you read those telegrams which said
to send a Battle Fleet up. I think there is some misunderstand-
ing. 1 was loocking further ahead. On the other hand, when one
considers our Naval problem in the Far East area, it 1s quite
clear that whils Singapore is in an admirable position for
defensive measures, really 1t is not much of & base whan you
think of offensive measures. One thing, it is too far awey and
it is placed behind sll those shoals snd shullow waters and you
would never get cut of there in time. Even in our own War Plana,
when we could not look forward to carrying a war homes toward the
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Jupe we have got to get nearer than Singapore, and used to
scratch our heads and wonder where we could go. Hongkong

don't lock good ms it has a 1ittle Strait and the Jep is already
in Indo-Chins. He stops there now - and there he is. Hongkong
bas & narrow channel and, for use as a fighting bape, it is
out. But, of course, these Islands mre sufficlently far off to
muke it possible for the enemy to come and the Island is big
enough to have s whole strategic plen for dispersion. Therefore,
as I see it, when one locks toward anything for s base with
other than & defensive outlock, hers (Munile) is the place.
Bafore this war, it was not expected that sir attack on Manila
was going to amount to much. The air men always said 1t would.
We doubted it. Well, we do know that now and we used & land-
plene base much closer (...) Scapa Flow (...) is the most pract-
ical base. 5o we feel that in the 1light of our experiences
there, this plece is more adequately defended. 3o we feel that
if we are sgreed, we should say that if we are thinking of
carrying on this war to the end we should look to the time

when the main Fleet comes in these waters. Before you do that,
you can put on & certain smount of pressure but there 1s nothing
batween here and Singapore. Well, I don't kmow whether we can
accept that in principle. Then there are many things to lock

to before it is practicable. First you couldn't base the whole
Fleet here. If we could ——— -

Admirsl Hartt If this Bay is made fully secure, there 1z plenty

of room for all the Fleets in the world. The
desp water comes close in but the entrance is six miles wide
and the mine fields alome are not too dependsble sgainst the
entry of submarines. Before guing on, I would like to meke cne
observetion. General MachArthur has said that he is building up.
So are we. We both cen effect this only if we have scmething
in the line of communications that will come across the Pacifle
or the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. Eventually, the latter
1line has to come from the Malay Barrier up here. So during this
time while we are bullding up, we shell have to keep one line
of communications open or we will mever get bullt up.

(General MecArthur arose and tock position before & chart of
the Philippines and gave a review of the location of Army air
fields in the Islands).

(Genersl Sutherlsnd relieved Genernl Mscirthur before the chart
and prm]:udad to glve s more detailed explanation on the same
subject) .

Admirsl Philips: I was wondering; in the event of a Japanese
attack, where do you think they would develop

112
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General MscArthur: I believe that he will exercise the element

. of surprise by feinting at the various
possible points of attack. Hold his main transport units to
attempt to penetrate where he discovers weaknesses. But, wherever
he may attack, he is bound to try for the port of Manila. Here
is the network of communications. Everything points to an
attack along this ares. Undoubtedly mny attack he 1s to make
will be supplemented by an attack to the south. HNow in these
other areas (points to chart) he can be blocked by small forces.
Along here (points to chart) he cen be blocked at the bottom.

I look for his main attack to be delivered through this plain
land. I believe that he is primarily going to atteupt the
element of surprise. He might deliver his mein sttack here.
Points to central Luson). Now he has no idea of what we sre
doing here. We have managed to confuse him with the ecoperation
of the press. We have allowed storles to go out regarding morale
of persomnel, etc., which has misled him. I don't believe he
knows that we have bullt up so completely. (Note: Statement
was made regarding sudden reverse of a 20-yeer policy regarding
the arming of the Philippines). In an invasion, he might under-
esstimete and come with inferior forces. We figure that at
maximum he could not send a force down here of more than 125,000 -
no - 75,000; 12 tons to the mun and equipment for e month beyond
ordnance and food stuffs. It would not include such elements

as heavy tanks and all the motorlzed gadgets.

Admiral Philips: We should look upon this as a base. It is

now & question of timeing. When could we expect
to be in a position to get (..... }. I would not say that we are
going to have (.....). As far as I can say from my peint of view
it would be about March. The defense situstion will strengthen

(eeeel)e

Admiral Harts May I esk if you base that upon the building up
period of your forces? I would them guess that
we would run aebout neck and neck. I

Genersl Macirthur: The guestion thet the Admiral advances 1s

a basic strateglc one, and if that is going
to change the Navy conception of this base, the sconar the Army
knows it the better. Protection should ba & major mission for
us. (s...) if the Grand Fleet would base here. I would have
to increase the defensive potentialities and have to let the

War Department know 1t at once.

Admirel Wart:s I don't quite understand, Gemeral. Do you base
that on necessities of ineresse in anti-aircraft
batteries, pursuit planes?
wll=
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General MacArthur: Perhaps under that type conditions the
balloon barrage would increase them.

Admirsl Philipst That is » most important form of defense.

General MacArthur: If a Fleet is here, I know mo place where

a balloon barrage would be more important
than here, if they will develop them in the United States. In
other words, if it is the Mavy's decision to use this as a base,
the socner I kmow it, the better.

Admiral Philips: That is the major point of thia discussion.
That is, Manils is available, I think (.....).
{ttttl} Bimpﬂﬂ will remsin a {--;--]'

Admiral Harts I think it is necessary to see our problem as

possibly needing solution much sconer than that.
It is all very well for us to be siming to meet a condition on
the 1lst of April, next, but ——

Admirz]l Philips: I wonder if we could not look shead and take
some sort of declsion now. When the lst of

April comes (....). It takes an awful long time (....).

General MacArthur: These two suggestions largely depend upon
the non-outbresk of immediste hostilitles.

But if hostilities do not bresk out (....) 28 I understand

Admira) Philips® idea is to (....). So if war should come (....).

Admirsl Hartt I agree, but suggest that we not see it too
remotely (....). With small wodifications the
whole thing, in the way of providing security for this basa,
is going to depend upon how much materizl we can be getting
into these Islands. After that, the matter of communicatiaons
to the scuth and west (....). If we do not have time for that,
then our war will be strictly on an "as ig" basis; that
immediate problem is the cne I think must be held in fromt.

Admirel Philipa: It won't be there (....).

Admiral Hart: I think that we are increaslng security as

rapldly as can be done and it is dependent
upon commmnications, rather than the time involved and the
availability of materinl in the States.

Admiral Philips: I feel that 1 might look into that problem,

but of course (....) by berthing a Fleet
(....) too exposed here. (....) chance of getting berths is
a difficult problem but of course there will be alternatives.
{....) stringing buoys in Manila. We could not bring our
Fleet up and (....). !
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Admirel Hart: Dredging may become n big problem but buoyzge

is not. We can now berth everything we have -
you and me - using Manils Harbor under conditions quite secure
fromm all but alr attack.

General MacArthur: Are they golng to send you an alreraft
carrier?

Admiral Philipsi I hope so. I was going to get the AHEK ROYAL
Will have six capital ships - no carrier.

General MacArthur: (....) Will that inelude earrier aircraft?

Admiral Hart: Suppose, Admirsl Philips, you end I put out our
current War Plens for the moment and proceed
toward & solution of ocur joint problems.

HOTE: The remainder of the conversation in the forencon was

more or less informal. Admiral Philips asked ebout the
latitude at which the B-24 was uble to photograph. General
MacArthur replied,"dshigh as 30,000". General MacArthur
mentioned that Admiral Hert knew the answers. Admiral Hart
stated that the Pelews were soon to be photographed, which
would complete photography of all the bases on small islands.
General MacArthur then depirted in company with General
Sutherland.
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CONFERENCE — with AF staff.

S-E-C-R-E-T December 13, 1941.

First thingi- the Army has virtually asbandoned the air
except for cbservatlon purposes; pretty much did yesterday.
Thelr large planes are all down south ... for cbservation
and possibly to mske attacks, but what they have left is not
very powerful. I decided last night, and finally this morning,
to virtually do the same thing, even before I had heard of the
Army's ection, simply because these changes are becoming
evident just from cbserving the situstion. They have been
finding no attack targets since their attuck on the KONGO
and I don't gather that they should expect to find sny right now.
They (the Japs) know that we have & lot of submerines, that they will be
out and I don't think there will be any attack targets. They
are more bullding up and building in s few every day and night.
Moreover, the chances of our planes accomplishing anything is
much reduced on account of the damage of the enemy pursult. We
lost 7 of our planes yesterday and are likely to lose them most
anytime they take the air. I also have arrived at the point of
conservation of planes. I sm conserving what we have left as a nucleus
from which to build up. What we have left are 4 tenders, a dozen
planes and a highly efficient Wing Commander with some very fine
of ficers with him who have now been on the firing line (fr nt) and
would expect to be better than anybody, even those back hume. There-
fore, I have instructed Wagner that he is to get CHILDS ready, fueled
with everything, & reasonable smount of supplies, take the ship, get
in her himself with the most valuable of his aviation personnel even
displacing a portion of the ship's regular personmel; that is, filling
her with skilled pecple. These can be placed on TULSA and ASHEVILLE.
The time for him to go is immediately after dark tomorrow night, and
4o go south over a different route than the rest of our ships. He
is going there to be near the B-17's, and the situation will have to
develop from there on. The HERON and PRESTON are working their way
south through Makassar Strait with the four smell planes they have
with them. Wagner is golng to leave here the amphibians and 3 of the
PBY's. After that we will have room for alr transportation only ..

. to small and hope you can complately .. and big planes. All we shall say
sbout the movement to anybody whatever is,-I told Wagner to adopt the
same course fms Army), on mccount of our losses snd the prevalence of
enemy pursult is such that we also cannot operste around Central Luzen.

Shift our heavy air). MNothing will be said sbout this movement. Now
would like to have Lindner told about this, just what it is in the
way of an air nucleus, and if he stays here we will go, It is a part

of our general bulld-up along the eastern end of the Barrier. MNake
gure Wagner has anything we have in the way of intelligence, etc. It
may be some time before he gets in touch with Glassford. Can we give
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him, and expect him to use, the Anglo-Dutch code?
Lisutenant Roeder: Yes, I think so.

Make sure he (Wagner has everything in the way of intelligence,
ete.

Check up on the situation end see if Glassford knows sbout
TASK FORCES S5IX and SEVEN.

Commander Slooum volunteered the information that such information
| was known to Admiral Glassford.

Send him (Glassford) authority to merge TASE FORCES SIX and SEVEN.

(Penciled notes by Admiral Hart:
The above is a poor record

of this eonfersnce. Stenog.
missed a lot.)

~rCRET!

] = —
§- A

Regraded Unclassified




E=EC-R-ET 00/Bz

On 22 September, I sent Gensral MacArthur word that there
had been recent developments on my side of the fence about which
I should inform him and sald that I could meet him at most any
time, that perhaps some evening would be a good occasion. (I had
had virtually no interviews with him in all the time thst hed
elapsed since he was recalled to mctive duty) He replied at
onee, and that same evening we talked in my mpartment for about
2% hours).

I began by recounting the inside history of the over-all
planning sines last January, with particular regard to our
conversations, etc., with potential allies. In this, I set forth
the entire picture as I knew it and alsc set forth my own status
and probable participation in any eventuslities which may occcur.

Ganeral MaciArthur listensd very attentively, seeming to pay
no greater heed to what I saild concerning our plans for support
of the Army's operations than he did to the rest of the tale.
ks soon as I finished, he began & long statement with about these
words, "The Army is glad to know of the Navy's plans but it'a
own plm are virtually independent therecf and theres seems no
possibility of conflict between them". I replied that the local
Havy's job 1s, naturally, to support the Army's efforts and that
there must be cooperation between the respective alr services.
Otherwise, a great deal would be lost. Also stated that our
Submarine operations wers dependent upon 1nramt.1lon expected
to be largely cbtained from air operations and that there, again,
- page 1
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operations involving Army air service must ba particulurly closa.

Upon that, and two or three times afterward, General MacArthur
repeated that we need have no concern about getting full cooperation

from all parts of his command which are involved thereby. He
then held forth at length concerning his own plans for defensze
of the Philippines:-

His primary idea visuallzes land warfare end are clearly
with the idea that the land forces, (he did mention the Motor
Torpedo Boat arm), are to defeat any enemy that gets landed.

He very clearly is motivated by the idea under which he has been
working as an employee of the Fhilippine Commonwealth. That is,
of course, to build up a land, (and air), defense which will
hold the most waluable portions of the group ageinst any ensmy
who definitely has command of the sea. In other words, the
General's whole projeet, which was being for him a losing
battle—or one nearly lost-while he was in his retired status,
now shows propsects of realization incident to the U.5. effort;
particularly the U.S. Army's effort. Incldentally, 1t is seen
that this new development comes just in the nlck of time to

gave the thesis upon which the General has been working for years
and which had sbout reached the end of its rope.

He went on to say that the plans in effect when he tock
over command were hopeless; that they meant "eitadel defense"
which, was perhaps the best that could be done by his pre-
decessor, Grunert, who had only a "token Army". He sald that

such a defense is hopeless from the start, bound to lose, and

page 2
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that a much larger theater of operations had to be held. He
ridiculed the idea that we could simply rest on holding central
Luzon; that an enemy could absolutely defeat such defense by
establishing himself in the central or southern islunds of the
group, etc. He conceded that Corregidor end its immediate
vicinity is a strong point, but said that it ﬂaul:d be bombed to
death, eto.; that the ultimate defence area was scmething of a myth
becauss total defeat would follow scon after our theater of
operations was reduced there to. He then set forth the elements
of his own current plana as follows;— .

That his effort would be to hold the entire group with the
exception of the Calamians, Palawan, Mindanso and the Sulu chain.
That he was forming three three—division Army corps with two other
division, (one U.S. Army), as G.H.Q. reserve. That one corps would
defend to the northward of central Luzon, a second one to the south-
ward and the third the Visayan group. He said that at hia present
rate of progress he expected to be all ready with forces to that
extent, comprising altogether about 200,000, by next April. He
admitted that in the meantime, particularly the next few weeks,
his defense capabilities were not great and outlined the planned
rate of growth thereof.

Among other things, MachArthur stated thst his sir service
was rapidly growing and that he soon expected to have 600 plones.
He said that the state of efficlency of his present sir force is
not good, in fect, sald that the 90 to 100 Filipino pilots are
superior to the average of the U.5. pilots | Along that same line,
he off end on made other surprising comparisons:- That the straight
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Filipino Army soldiers are superior to those in the U.S. scout
regiments, etc. He gave high praise to all the ground Filipine
components of his projected Filipino Army except as for offlicers.
Therein, he said that the Philippine divisions, (12 or 13),
would be very weak and that he is putting = large number of white
officers with them to improve this matter.

MacArthur said that he intended to proclaim such large
eities ms Manila, Iloilo and Cebu to be open citieas and to have
everything that is military and governmesntal, other than the
pure municipal agencles, moved cut of those eities. Thersby,
he hoped to avert any wholesale bombing of the large cities.

Ha heving m‘hioum-i his newly-arrived reenforcement of B-17's, I
asked him the purpose for which they were sent out. He replled
that it was primarily for bombing an enemy expeditionary force at
seaj that after Philippine cities wers bombed, therein lay his
weapon for retaliation. 3

The conversation indicated that his main interest in any
sea weapon lay 1ln the Motor Torpedo Boats, to which he had
confined the Commonwealth's strength on the water. He talked
considersbly sbout the rate at which they expected to build up
the Philippine unit of such eraft, but always said that, of
gourse, "Bemis will operate them".

I brought the conversation back to Naval participation in
the defense and sanid that the portion of his own defenses which
were of most vital interest to us lay in his pursult strength and

in the Army's development of radar,- explsining what the latter

wes, for it developed that MacArthur was not cognlzant. I said
pege &

e — —
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that the Navy's estimate 1s that the first sttack upon us is

lihlrtoumthrmghﬂmuirarundurmnm, or both.
That insofar as an air stiack is concermed, it is our hope that
wmmb‘nﬁum“uft:llr, the results will be so
expensive to the attacker that there is not so much likelihood
of a second attack. Also said that with the proper radar service,
mnﬂﬂtnttﬂukinthevlﬁniﬁrofh:ﬂ.llﬂuahwldh&
defeated if three or four pursuit squadrons were brought to bear
upon it in time.
mmthmtnwfnuirapertﬂmmarthanm,I
emphasized that the Navy sbsclutely must know ell about them;
that the closest mssoclation of planning operations which involve such
spudmnﬂuuury-mlmﬂrodﬁutafmmduhmhto
minute mssociamtion mnd cooperatlon between and mmong the officers
who were authorized to give operative orders. I stated that the
Mevy had gone under-ground at Corregidor, incident to my own
initiative of nearly two years &go, and that we are now virtuslly
astablished therein, including all the elements for informetion
and commend. I said that I had hoped that such would be the
location chosen for commanding the operations of all the local
Navy end for £ll air, both Army and Navy, with the exceptlion of
such Army planes &s were bound to operate only in conjunction with
ground forces. I stated that the ground establishments which the
jmi:mpnuntmwlmuonmﬂdhoud- to serve tha

Navy's purpose, despite its dissdvantageous location from our
gtandpoint, Said that I realized that provision had been mede

ﬁmfnrwrummdtlumtamdmtﬂlmdwbtwmﬂﬂp
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well if there was a full desire on both sides to mske them do
so. While making no demsnds concerning same, I did set forth

my opinion that eny operations of Army air forces over waters 1n
which my forces, partlculerly my Submarines, are cperating,

mast be worked out in full u;:].l:harn!.on end coordination between
their operating command and ours.

There was some discussion about the under-ground command
mhnﬂlu&oﬁhﬂrﬂuﬂ‘ﬂh‘ﬂhhﬁnﬂiﬁhﬂﬂhh. He
replied that he would not be at that place; that he would be in
an sdvanced hesdguarters just behind whetever front is bearing
the brunt of the snemy's atteck. I noted that &t no time did he
ever ask where I intended to be mysslf.

The conversation concluded with discussion of scme more
minor matters. One of them was Bemls'! illness, concerning which
I stated that I would probably have to take certain Distriet
matters in my own hands and that I, rather than Bemis, would be
doing business with the Army on most of the important matters
which were of interest to both services. MachArthur expresged
delight at that.

I carried away from this conversation, im addition to various
thoughts concerning the lack of AS-IS realism of the Army'e plans,
one thing which most directly effects naval participation in the
defense of the Philippines:— That is that there is golng to be trouble
with the overseas operations of the Army aviction unless We can
errive at & better understanding than now exisis. There is

SECRET likely to be great difference in reaching such an understanding
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in which I fesr that MacArthur will tend too strongly to always
take the say-so of the Army air service. He mentioned that
mmmwu.mmmmmmmmuu
are confined to ground forces and we are likely to have difficulty
ﬂhlpiﬂiﬂ#nhnpﬂnﬂmdthumnﬂmﬁrwm
that they will do most good in maritime werfare.

If MacArthur gucceeds in developing forces adequate to
hold his greatly magnified theater of operaticns, the defense
of Subig Bay will assume a quite different aspect than has been
the case for 30 years. We need to be alive to such development,
keeping in view the possibility of, say, six months from now
being able to return to and utilize Olongapo as before.

- Ee Em Em omm owm = S =
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On 26 September, General Sutherland, Chief of Staff to General
MacArthur, came over for an interview. When he telephoned for it,
I understood that he was coming to inform me of the prospects of
having some Army radar in operation at an early date. It developed
that he only knew that three outfits with persomnnel are coming
out shead of other sets and that the Army has completed plans
for location and operation. He did not know when results will
obtain.

On General MacArthur's behalf, Sutherland invited me to
come up to Clark Field, loock over their B-17's, take & ride, ete.,
Inﬂuidﬂmt.lmwmldmthatlbnmtmnporhdmd
demonstrated to on eny day of suitable weather thet I designated.

Said that they hed nine of those plenes here and twenty-six more
are coming.

Another circumstance which probably touched off Sutherland's visit
was a note, subsequent to my interview with MacArthur on the 22nd,
informing him that Bemis is definitely invalided and that I will
be his, (MacArthur's), vis-a-vis until some one else takes over.
Sutherland said that MacA had directed that I be told that he
wae delighted that there is such & resumptlion of cooperative relations
which we two had had in the past, which were so eminently successful,
and all that.

One purpose of the visit was to show the Army's lay-out
of coast ertillery projects outside of the defenses of Subig
and Manila Bays. They have drawn up plans for defending, with
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heavy coastal artillery, all passages to all portions of this

group of islends, excepting Mindanao, the Sulu chain and the
Palawan-Calamain aress. The plans are scmewhat grandiose and, to

my mind, far less necessary than would be similsr expendltures

in other directions. I did not tell Sutherland that but did
wﬁntlﬂpwmmnmmmﬂhrorawhn

job inasmuch as an enemy would be most unlikely to attempt pemetration
of that ares with ships of any walue. I sald that as against

the present force of Submarines, the prospective forces of
Motor Torpedo Boats, etc., pemetration of those waters is likely
only by small cheap vessels carrying lend forces for surprise
attacks.

Sutherland made no attempt to meet that argument and, as
soon as I finished, passed to discussion of the advisability
of also using mines to defend all of those passages. I said
that becsuse of the linear distances involved, the depths of
water and the currents there that no effective enclosure by
mines could be expected from any effort that I regard to be
practical.

Sutherlsnd alsc showed me a chart which illustrated all of
the Army's "warning services", which depends upon observers
around the entire periphery of the group. It is most complete
and comprises a very large number of cbservers. I expressed
much satisfaction in the existence of this system which we find
really is considerable of & golng concern right now. I also

SECRET said that a comparatively few pecple with radar equipment would
page 2
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get much better results and that thelr observations would noct be
confined to high visibility conditions.

Our consignment of Motor Torpedo Boats had just arrived and
we discussed the subject. I told Sutherland that the unit just
m-indillrulh-modaﬂhﬂlxtﬂindmn-hhhﬂnht
Mfur service just as soon as they can be unloaded, get
their stuff stowed and are given something in the way of basing
facilities. Their, (MacArthur and Sutherland), ides has been
that an important tesk for this new unit of ours is to assist
in building up the force of Philippine Motor Torpedo Boats,
particularly as regards training and indoctrination of their
personnel. They hoped that our unit would not have a complete
pﬂﬂmnlaathntthnyuwldtudinthnirmunputofit.
They wish the most intimate associetion and, at the present
moment, their interest in that angle has precedence over the
i{mmediate potentislities of our own unit. I was aware of this
circumstance before and Sutherland and I discussed the matter
at length. MacArthur had alresdy made bis own Motor Torpedoe
Bﬂthnlmhhhhmmmdthltithndmhwhr
capabllities than their own three bosts now require. Therefore,
Sutherland was genuinely disappointed when I said we are going
to extemporize a base for our Motor Torpedo Boat unit at Cavite.
I seid that ell of his omn facilities would be ultimately
required; that we expect snother six boats curselves in the

near future; that the Torpedo Shop, Cavite, is now in tane for

handling that particular torpedo, which point almost dictated
page 3
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basing at Cavite apart from other considerations.
Immthtmﬂntjuhutn!;nnm:ubuh

mda’twnrnﬂthat--:puﬁto:rﬂu“thﬂpnintinn

very short time. I repeatedly assured Sutherland that we are

hm1mwnmm1nrumugmmupﬁmmum

that we shall do something effective in that direction just as

soon as we solve our own perticulsr problems for thet particular
! WEApOL .
| Lieutenant Huff's status was brought into the picture. It
peems that they desire him recalled to active duty under the
Navy but to remain employed by the Commonwealth with the primary
job of building up their Motor Torpedo Boat unit, superintending
the construction, the elementary training, ete. (Not commanding
or operating what they already have). It seems that there has
been discussion with Bemis about it; that a radiogram was framed
for Bulley but has never been sent. I said that I am not sufficlently
informed to talk on the subject and that I could only guess that
Bemis may have difficulties in erranging any such status for Huff,
because he himself has many retired officers under him and might
be embarrassed by giving Huff a more advantageous status, finan- !
cially in particular, than the other retired officers could enjoy.

SECRET
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Degember 12, 1941

RS- TR 1-CT-ED
My dear Mr. High Commissicner:

Baferring to our recent conversation in which I informed
you that difficulties are likely to arise in getting imports
intoc these Islands, ete.

I think it would be a wise measure to take certain
steps toward the conservation of the supplies of imported
food, which is now actually in the Philippines. I am not
suggesting that we are, or even may be, at the polnt of
rationing, although it may well ccme to that snd perhaps
that step should be given a falrly high priority in the
measures other than military and naval which are being taken.

In illustration would point out that I live at a hotel
which still continues to cperate its commissariat on the
usual lines;- & very long menu with a cholee of dishes un-
reasonable under the conditions obtaining. We all kmow that
Amarican hgbits in hotel and restaurant operations are very
wasteful and right today it may be thet imported food stuffs
will be wasted to such an extent that we shall all be very
regratful at some later date.

I have the honor to be,

Very truly yours,

THOS. C. HART,
ADMIRAL, U.S. NAVY,
COMMANDER IN CHIEF,
U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.

His Excellency,

The United States High Commlssioner
to the Philippines,

Manila.

C0-P-X
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Decamber 11, 1941.
1500

MEMORANDUM FOR: Captain Wagner.
Dear Wagner:

In the first place, I am giving thanks that I still have
you and, as far ag I can learn, most of your people. In the
second place, my congratulations for the splendid work that
you are doing under great difficulties.

When I last talked with you, I left with the understanding
that you were to take charge of the war in the air and go ahead
and rum it without paying much attention to me, unless you
figured it was something which only I should decide.

I am sending this by my boat and putting said boat at your
service for as long as you need her through the rest of the dey.
(Incidentally, if you put all the cushions down on the deck,
you ean get a falr nap while you are in transit 1 )

It ptrikes me that your aviation personnel must be getting
pretty well worn and we must look out that we do not have loss
on account of over flying them. I would not be at all surprised
to hear you say that you think they shguld pretty much have a
days rest.

How I propose that you come over to see me and have & talk
as soon a8 today's results are in and you know how you are set.
There are certain things in the situation which you probably
should take into sccount before you make tomorrow's decisions.
I will so arrange that I will be at your service whemever you
gome. It would help if you could let me know nhead, but such

is not necessary.

Good luck in the meantime.

THOS. C. HART.

SECRET
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Sir,

to enclose herewith for
your information copy of a letter which I have
addressed to the United States High Commissiomer.

I would repeat to you the assurance made
therein that all members of the British community
are prepared to offer their services to the
American suthorities for any duty that may be
required. I trust that you will therefore call
upon them as necessary.

I have the honour to be,

E
&
E

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
/8/ 8. Wyatt-Smith
Consul-General.

Admirsl Thomas C. Hart,
Commander-in-Chief, United States Asiatic Fleet.

SECRET
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sir,

Some mcnths ago, when preparations were being
made for a possibls futuresmmergency, I informed your
Excellency that the British community were willing and
anxious to assist in any way that their services might
be useful. Now that Japan has declared war on the
United States and the British Empire and has attacked
the Philippines, I wish on bahalf of all members of
the British community individuslly and collesctively
to renew this pledge and to assure your Excellency
and all American civil, military and naval authorities
that the British residents of the Philipplnes
unrestrictedly offer their services to the American
authorities for whatscever duty they may be required
or fitted.

I am sending copy of this letter to Admiral
Hart and General MacArthur.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your Excellency's

obedient Servant,

/8/ S. Wyatt Smith
Consul -Genaral.

His Execellsncy
Francis B. Sayre
United States High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands.
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FF6/A16-1 . UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET .

(8-141)

S-E-C-R-E-T U.S.S. HOUSTON, Flagship,
November 12, 1941.

YIA P.A.A. LOCK BOX

Fromi The Commander in Chief, U.S, ASIATIC FLEET.
To 1 The Chief of Naval Operations.

Subject: Control of Air Operations Over Water.
Reference: (a) Cincaf conf. ltr. FP6-A16-3/016-1

(CF—0977) of October 23, 1941.
(b) Comdg. Gen., U.S. Army Forces in the Far

East secret ltr. AG 38l of November 7, 1941.

(c) Cincaf secret ltr. FF6/A16-1 (S-140)
of November 12, 1941.

Enclosuress fl Copy of refsrence (a).
B) Copy of Reference (b).
(C) Copy of reference (c).

1. The enclosures are forwarded to the Depertment

for information purposes only, at the present time. There
is the further objective of making a situation known to the
Department to the end that better understanding can result
in case the Commander in Chief finds it necessary to send
despatches on this subject.

24 The urgency of delivery of this document is
such that it will not reach the addressee in time via the
next svailsble officer courier. The originstor therefore

authorizes the transmission of this document by P.A.A. lock

box from Cavite, P.I., to San Francisco, Californis, and
by registered mail within the continantsl limits of the
United States.

3. It is hereby certified that the originator
considers it to be impracticable to phrage this documdnt in

such a manner as will permit a classification other than
secrat,

/8/ THOS. C. HART.

SECRET
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Mackrthur in which 1t was mutuslly ngreed
on this subject which would serve us &

/8/ R. MASON,
Lt. Comdr., U.S.K.
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CON-F-I-DEN-T-I-p-L October 23, 1941

From: The Commander in Chief, U.5. ASIATIC FLEET.
To : The Commanding General, U.S. ARMY FORCES IN
. THE FAR EAST.
Subjects Control of Air Operations Over Water.
1. Some months ago, (May 24, 1941), certain

agreements were reached between the Philippine Department,
U.S. Army, and the SIXTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT as regarde the
war operations of aireraft. There were included therein

agreements for,-

(a) Assistance, if practicable, by Army re-
connaissance planes in the Navy's scouting
over the sea areas.

(b) Attack by Army bombardment planes on enemy
expeditions at sea which may threatsn Luzon.

(¢) SBuppart of bombardment units - Army and Navy -
by Army pursuit planes, within their effective
range, if other imposed tasks permit.

2. In the light of later developments, parti-
cularly as regards increased Army and Navy forces now avall-
able or in prospect, it is held that the agreements should
gnflrﬂ:.winnﬂnrthntthsruuybafullmndinmafarm
most effective employment of available forces against an
enemy on the seas.

3. A major task of the Navy's forces in this entire
area 1s the defense of these Islande,- operating from a base
or bases held the Army. Such defense will primarily
apply againet enemy forces prior to effecting landings, at

time they are most vulnerable. The NHavy bas n con-
siderable power of attack in submarines, and some in surface
ehips, which tends to incresse. The best informetion
ie required to develop the full effectivensss of
8 power in ships - most particularly that of the
submarines - and such informstion is best obtained
alr scouting. Furthermore, there will also be comprised in
the air forces of the two services an attack potentiality
suffiecient to be decidedly dangerous to an expeditionary
force at sea if it is properly applied.

Y
ENCLOSURE (4) (1)
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FF6,/A16-3/A16-1 00,/Bz
(cF-0977)

= T October 23, 1941
Subject: Control of Air Operations Over Water.

be In order that the forces mentioned sbove, as

employed against enemy forces at sea, may be fully effectivs,
there must be exceedingly close cooperation between the Army's
aireraft which operate over the water, those of the Nawvy,
the submarines, and even the Navy's surface ships. Unless
so operated, their efforts may be abortive and, what would
be even worse, the efforts of Navy's sub-surface and sur-
face forces may be handicapped and the ships bes even un-
necessarily endangered. The close cooperation and coordin-
ation required will be effective only under adequate
operational control, by officers in instant communication
with sach other, snd who also have instant access to all
information which is obtainable. Furthermors, there needs
be full understanding among those officers who are charged
with operational controls, as regards suthority and
cognizance, if there 1s to be full utilization of opportunity
to damage an enemy expeditionary force while 1t is most
vulnerable.

5. The assipnment of aireraft of either service to
such operational control must naturslly rest with the
highest echelon of command of the Army and Nevy, in this
area. The Navy is prepared to place under Army's full tac—
tical command such of its sircraft as may be assigned for
attack on land objectives in the Philippine=.

6. It is proposed that, upon genersl linss, the
following be agreed upon to cover control of Army and Havy
forces assigned to operste against an enemy who is on or
over the water.

(a) The Navy to control all scouting, patrol and
reconnaissance operations over the watar.

(b) The Navy to control all sireraft attacks upon
vessels. If made in sreas where its own ships
are operating, tactical command by the Navy
will be necessary.

(e)  The Navy to eontrol pursuit units sssigned to
support air attacks upon vessels. (Units normally
alertad for defense mission might be assigned to
participate on short notice if prior arrangements

&nd understandings existed),

— -
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S=O-N-F-L-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
October 23, 1941
Subject: Control of Air Operations Over Water.
T The following arrangements are considered vital

to the succese of the operations outlined;-

(a)  An information central on shore for receipt
of all pertinent information aoquired from our
ships, alr scouting, Army Alr Warning system, ete.

(b)  Location of Army and Navy operstional eontrol
officers close to the informstion center.

(e) Provision in the above location of ample
commmication facilities for effecting complete
control of assigned forces.

8. Ar attack, by either service, upon land
objectives situated over-seas need not be subject to the
operational control principles, (as per paragraph 6). How-
ever, before initisting sueh attacks each service should con-
sult the other and cbtain its opinion ms to the advisability,
from the general strategic standpoint, of the projected
operation. Also, the Navy should be informed of details
of sueh attacks in order that it may coordinate the sctivities
of any of its own units in the location affected.

THOS. C. HART

-3~
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HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST

Office of the Commanding Genersl

Manila, P. I.
SE-CRET November 7, 1941
Subjects: Control of Air Uperations Uwer Water.
To: The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Asiatic Fleet,
Manils, F. I,
1. I have carefully considered your letter of

October 23, embodying the suggestion of Maval control of
Army Alr Forces operating sgainst an enemy who 1s on or over
the water. I find the proposal entirely objectionable.

2. The basic prineiple upon which your letter is
based, that the medium over which planes operate should
determine their control, has been thoroughly considered by
the Joint Board on many occasions end has been held untensble.
The following policies are among those recommended by this
authoritative body, approved by the Secretaries of War and
Navy end published for the Joint guidance of the two services.

"The eir component of the Army conducte sir
operations over the land and such air operations over
the sea as are incidental to the accomplishment of
Army functions.

"The air component of the Navy conducts air
operations over the sea end such air operations over
the land as are incidental to the accomplishment of
Navy functions.

"Mreraft, by their nature, are capable to a
degree, dependent upon their design and upon the skill
and training of their personnel, of performing either
Army or Navy air functions. Availsble air strength
should therefore be used whenever possible by either
service in support of the other. Army aireraft may
temporarily execute Mavy functions in support of or
in lleu of Navy forces. Converssly, Navy aircraft
may execute Army functions under like conditions.

"The air component of each service has a primary
function to which 1ts principal efforts are to be
directed, both in peace and in war.

"These primary functions mre:

The Army mir component to operate &s an arm
of the mobile army, both in the conduct of air operations over

i
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the land in support of land operations and in the conduct of
air operations over the sea in direct defense of the coast.

The Navy air componsnt to cperste as an arm of
the Fleet. .

"Secondary functions of the alr component of the Army are:

Reconnaissance and cbservation of fire for harbor
defanses.

Alr operations in connection with ths defense of
important industrial centers and military and naval in-
l‘t-n.‘l.‘l.atim!-

Mr operations in support of or in lisu of Naval
forces.

"Secondary functions of the air component of the Navy ars:

Alr operations, by aircraft forming part of naval
local defense forces, for the patrol of the coastal zones and
for the protection of shipping therein.

Air operations in support of or in lien of Army
foreea.

"In operations against enemy attacks along our coasts
and in the waters adjacent thereto, the operations of Army and
Navy aviation will overlap to a certain extent. That is,
Army aireraft will necessarily have to operate over the sea
and Navy aircraft may at times have to oparate ovar the land.
Inwmnmmtriaumﬂllhnplmadupm the complete
freedom of either service to utilize against the enemy the
mmmwmumtummlomwmmrmm-
ties thet may be necessary to make that power effective. Army
air forces are a part of the mobik army forces engaged in
direct defense of the coast.

"In order that the most effactive cooperation may be
attained, the following general principles will govern:

Neither service will attempt to restrict in any
way the means and weapons used by the other service in
carrying out its functions. Neither service will attempt to
restrict in any way the area of operations of the other
service in carrying out its functions. Each sarvice will
lend the utmost assistance possible to the other service in
earrying out its funetions.n®

I intend to comply fully with, and without deviation from,
these sound principles and policies. ;

0Py -2- BNCLOSURE (8) (2)
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3. Excellent coordination between the local commends
has existed in the past. The Commandant of the 16th Naval
District upon his recent relief addressed a letter of
appreciation for the complete cooparation which has been ex-
tended to him by this Command, It is the Army's policy to
continue this mutual close relationship. It is essential,
however, in order that coordinsting arrangements can be com-
pletely maintained to lmow with what command the Army hence-
forth will coordinate. Heretofors the Army has done so with
the Commandant, 16th Naval District, who apparently was
charged with normal missions pertaining to coastal frontier
defense. His War Plan, which was furnished this Headquarters,
was based on that conception. With his depsrture you advised
me informally that insofar as the Army was concerned you
would assume the functions of the Commandant, 16th Naval Dis-
trict. With the recent arrivel of the new Commandant, I
am confused as to the exact situation. Am I to deal with
the Commandant, 16th Nawval Distriect, in accordance with
previous practice, or is it contemplated that you will con-
tinue to perform the functions preseribed for that officer
with regard to cocastal frontier defense? If the latter
situation prewails, will your Headquarters be on shors or
afloat? It is essential in the consideration of this matter
that I be informed of your basic organiszation.

e The mission of the Army is:

a. Defend the Philippine Coastal Frontier in co-
operation with the Navy.

b. Conduct air raids against enemy forces and in-
stallations within tactical operating radius of
available bases.

¢. Support the Navy in ralding enemy sea communioca-
tions and destroying sxds forces.

d. Cooperate with Assoclated Powera in accordance
with approved policies and agreements.

The mission of the 16th Naval District, as understood by this
Headquarters, isg

a. Support the Army in the defense of the Philippine
Coastal Frontier.

b. Protect shipping of the United States and
Associated Powers in that area.

Forces: a. Offshore Patrol:
Submarine Squadron Twenty, less CANOPUS.
SECRET Patrol Wing Ten, less I.AIEE..!:I
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¢. Combatant Units Ashore.

S-E-C-R-E-T
b. Inshore Patrol.
I The mission of the U.S. Asiatic Fleet at the pre ant time in-
gofar as its probable strateglc employment is nok kmown to
* me nor have I been informed as to what you may have in econ-
i templation.
1
. The basic concept of the Army's plan of defense
is to strike at any enemy force committed to attack against
{ the Philippines or in position to execute such an attack.
The Army Air Force, the most powerful offensive striking
- element available, will necessarily have to oparate over
water. It is essential under such circumstances that the
control of the Commanding General over this component should
be complete. Not only for strateglc conception but for
taotical execution he must have integral command of all
elements of his force.

I 6. It is possible that under extraordinary con-
ditions elements of an Army Air Force in support of a Fleet
: might advantageously operate under temporary navel directlon,
but in this sense, the term "Fleet" cannot be applied to the
two crulsers and the division of destroyers that comprise
the combat surface slements of your commsnd. This is ea-
pecially striking when judged in comparison either with the
potentisl enemy naval forces in the Western Pacific or with
the Alr Force of this Command which is rapidly being built
up to an initial strength of 170 heavy bombers and 86 1ight
bombers, with pursuit in proportion. It would be manifestly
i1logical to assign for comtrol or tactical commsnd such &
powerful Army air striking force to an element of such combat
inferiority as your Command or that of the 16th Naval District.
That portion of my mission involving support of the Navy will
be carried out with all possible energy, but I believe that
the cooperstive efforts of the two Services can batter be
obtained by leaving thelr elements under their own commands,
operating with complete coordination as to mission assignments.

ki T

B el

T T

T The operational features outlined in your para-
graph 7 have already been arranged.

| Y

B. If bombing operations should be undertaken by the
Army against objectives situsted over-seas, you would of
course be informed and consulted if availsble, but if your
paragraph 8 intends to convey the thought that such a mission
gould not be undertaken without your concurrence, the point
is untenable.
/s/ DOUGLAS MacARTHUR
Commanding General,
Cront United States Army Forces in
the Far East.
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FF6/A16-1 UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00/Bz

(s-140)
U.5.8. HOUSTON, Flagship,
November 12, 1941.
S-E-C-R-E~T
From: The Commander in Chief, U.S. ASIATIC FLEET.
To : The Commanding General, U.S. ARMY FORCES IN
THE FAR EAST.
Subject: Control of Air Operations Uyer Water,

Enclosure: (L) Extract from Chief of Naval Operations'
secret letter Op-30B2-BP over (SC) A7-2(2)/
FFl serial 059230 of June 20, 1941.

1. In refersnce to your letter of 7 November,
replying to mine of 23 @ctober;- would say first off that I am
delighted that Rear Admirsl Bemis was able to express his
appreciation for complete Army cooperation. Upon my own relief
from present station, I hope to likewise express thanks and

appraciation.

2, My letter of 23 October expresses no basic
principle about mediums over which planes operate. Rather than
that, it is a matter of the objectives against which they
operate. They may be the same objectives attacked by the ships
of this Fleet. You state that my proposals are entirely
objecticnable. Wholly apart from the question of most effective
employment of forces which Army and Navy send against an enemy
upon the sea, there remains interference and possible danger to
my own units if Army aircraft should take action wholly inde-
pendent of the Havy, in the same areas.

3. Such unnecessary risk is =ltogether unacceptable
to me and, if taken, must be at the instances of the Navy Depart—
ment itself. However, it seems unnecessary that such problems
should be added to the load which Washington is carrying that I
am moking a further attempt at a loeal solution.

b Your letter of 7 Novembar quotes at length from
the Confidential Publication on Joint Action, 1935. The guota-
tions might have included the following:-

"When any section of & frontier is threatened......
The Army Air Corps operates along the coast under the
same conditions as in other operations except that
occasions may arise when the G.H.Q. air force or unite
thereof may act in conjunction with Naval sir forces
under temporary direction of Naval Commanders; or

.
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FP6/816-1 UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 00/Bz
(8-140)
U.5.5. HOUSTON, Flagship,

S-E-C-R-E-T November 12, 1941.

Subjectt Control of Air Operations Over Water.

gimilarly when Naval air forces may cperate in con-
junction with and under temporary direction of Army
Commandems "

5. There is precedent for my proposals in an agree-
ment as set forth in the enclosure. The conditions and cir-
cumatances surrounding that agreement are more nearly
parallel to our local situation than to those of our conti-
nental coasts which was in the foreground during the pre-
paration of Chapter V of the Joint Action pamphlet. Further-
more, the date is 1941.

6. It is thersfore reguested that you reconsider the
poeition taken in your letter of 7 November. That letter
goes beyond the subjeect of aireraft operations in such manner
that an answer is necessary, for purposes of record.

T On sbout 22 September, in an Iinterview which I
sought, you were given a history of the developments during the
current year concerning Naval plans and projects for the entire
Far Eastern Area. There was included the high lights of our
relationships with potential Allies and you were also informed
as regards the history of my own command status end its locals,-
a subject of particular reference in your letter. You them
proceeded to glve me a general ocutline of the plans and projects
for your own forces; that was followed up and added to during a
very courtecus visit by your Chief of Staff, shortly afterward.
It should be mentioned that those interviews showed the Army's
plans to have been greatly chunged and expanded over what they
had previously been but we have as yet received no official
information on the subject. However, I hold no dissatisfmction
therein as long es I am kept generally informed; Navy's plans
heve been changing frequently to meet changed conditions and
it is to be assumed that Army's plans alsc change as its ex-
pansion comes to frult.

i
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LT, COMDR. ZIVIN H. ¥oCOY, USH
FROM A JAPANESE PRISON CANP
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Detalls of Escape
Food Received and General Health
Conditions in Prison Camps
Brutalities and Attrocities
Misosllansous Violations of Inter=
mational Law by the Japanese

Disposition of Remainder of Escaped

Comments and Suggestions
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Lt, Comdr, Malwyn i, MeCqy, isdlo Meterisl Officer of the 16th
Bawval |istriet, wns sta loned at Cavite during the First stages of the
Japanese immaion of the Fhilippines, Oa 25 December 1941, » week
bafore the Japanase ontered Monlle, he cas ewneuated to Larregldor,
where he resained during the siege. /lthough Lhat fortrecs sorendered
on 6 My 1942, 1t wap not till the 22nd that be was moved fron the ls=
land to 014 BAliNAC Prisdm, Menila, where he wna dept for the following
six wooka,

tn & July he wns tranaferred to the main ‘mericen /risomer of "ar
Camp at Cabanetusn, Lusam, There he remained until 26 Jetober, when
ka loft for the American Frisoner of "ar Camp, Dawveo Femal Colony,
about 30 =iles north of Daves City. = route he again passed through
the 0ld 5411tdd Prison before arriving at the Davap camp on 7 November.

fis smde his esoape from this camp om 4 ‘pril 1943, leadimg a proup
of 10 officers and men, A momth later the party mueesedsd in resching
our guarrilla ferces, ™ 13 May Lt. Comir. liclgy met Lt. Comdr,
Parsons, U.5.N.H., and on the 23rd Lt. Col. "W, Yertls, lesder of
the guarrillss in Mindanao. He had remained at Wisamis, the scene of
this meeting, for about a momth when the Japanese cocupation of the
plave on 26 June forced n horied departire. On 3 Mly he started "
a rendexvous with the submerine which was to taie hiz to ‘ustralla,
which he made as acheduled on 9 July 1943,

The fallewing rapes cabtaln Lisut, Comdr. “aCar's account of his
experiences, his oteervetions and recewsendations.

4 & 8 & 88
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About t®o weeks before Carregider swrenders! tie Japanese comrwnosd
A very aeavy bowbesdoert of the 'aland. At no time during this parlod
14 fewsr than 5,000 shells dally strike Lic lelami, the largest musber
wp wntil the last day Gelng 16,000, ‘ost shells were about 155 callter,
ﬂm-mwudminuhrmwi. By Msy Sth, ell of the
large gun batterics on Ceswegloor had been destroyed ly ememy gunfire
as well us all searchlights, so that it is protable thet the flrst
Jopaisse lasiing berge landed without being seem aboul 2300, Yay 3.
Howewer, in spite of the faet that there wis 1o 11luminetion and only
smaller caliber semimportable puns could be used, we o obatl; pank sheut
two~thirds of the Japenese bexges, sccording o thelr own admisalon.

The landing was proceded Ly o terrific bombardmest of Lic area in
which thoy lamnded, fter the flrol Luiing, they were pushed back Yy
ﬂhwﬂﬂrﬂnﬂm&ﬂ:fﬂlhﬂaﬁﬁﬂﬂynﬁamv
dmﬁwm:mdw-NJshturMmdm
our forcos back towards the cert r of the island, The Tapanens aloo
soat for reirforcenents which arrived srd could hawe repanted this
precesa indefinlitely Lif necessary. I# was inforned about 0400, May
&h, that it was the intsntion to survender at 1200 that date,

111 Naval redlo equipment with the emception of one transnlttar
and reosiver was destrayed tofors 1100 and the rest of theemipuent
wns destroyed st 1155, All eodes and el hers ware degtroyed by burn=
ing and a1 ooding machines complately dem liched ond distortsd Yy
bturning alse. The Army 214 not destroy all of its radio equipeent, tut
1 persomally saw to 1t that theooding =mchine whish thay had barrowsd
from us wns destroyed. 111 ineshore patrel vessels which included the

.'\I 1 ‘:'i.:at i.:i.!
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Tanstze 'iv r mmbonts and mineswe-pers wers sunk, except the Lusman,

whose engineering plant had been completely dumaged by enexy sbells. |
The lumon was later towed by the Jepanese to the Cavite Navy Terd. [

ifter the morender I was shls to view the area in which the

Japenese landed, Frior to the landing this SN was heavily wooded,

At the tinme I exanined it, there was not a blede of grass or resains

of & tree, £ inches high in it. The Japancse were tombarding us with

mery puns from Batasn; one of the reasons thet they were shle to in=

stall somry artillery units on Batasm is thet they put them adjacent

to and within ocur Vo, 2 hospital ares in whleh we lmew were located

at lsast 3000 imerican and Fllipinoe wounded.

After the surrendar, no Jupamess of ficers eppeared for sonetime
in the Navy tunnel, but many enlisted were pansing through the tunmel
at all times, looting and robhing, but not molesting the priscners.

It seens to be o practice of Japanese offiscers to parmit thelr troops
to have a chanos to loot umobeerved; lecause if an of floer actually
sees o Jupenese soldier robling, he forces him to retwn the loot amd
slaps the soldler sround. The Japanece soldier is wry fond of wrist
wntches and I sew one with one eom cow red with watches from his wrist
to his elbow and the other arm helf covered, with his bayanct in the
stomach of mmother man striving to obbtaln more wutches., These soldiers
wore awed by the eleectric refrigerators, in fact I have elsewhore sean
thon put loe within perfectly operatalle clectrle refrigerators.

Theoe first Japanese soldiers who entered were o healthy, rugged
end tough lot, mostly Marines who had already seen sction at Hongkong,
‘ . Aingapare, and Bataan, in other words = the shoek troops. In general
thay were of the lower classcs = uneducated mnd uminrfoarmed, They scemed

-
SECRET SECRET SECRET

Regraded Unclassified



to harbor no resentment toward us, fn the contrery, many of them patted
HuﬂﬂMtuﬂ-Mﬂmwhmrﬂm'.mT*itm,mm
mmmmrmhtntﬂimpmunhdmﬂmsumﬂmym
never have eaptursd Jlngapore.

Mﬂluﬂh;:mlhmwnmuhhlgh&tmhtnflum.
lwmhmlqmuwummﬂ:m:mluemhm,
abllity, end authority to the present day United States Army lst Liecut,
Miplimlnﬂmh;muhqnwﬂhhnwrigﬂ,uﬂﬂrm
peemed to consider the afficers as the direct representatives of the
Emperor, Japanese officers stated that they lost about 5,000 men
killed in taking the island, I do mot kmow our exact losses but they
mere ostimated st well under 1,000,

memmmuhmmtruwmlmmt
th-ﬂmnldplﬂqhﬁhhnm-mnhnlyinlmu-
desk in the cemter of the tunmel, all loaded, Te were nllowed to re=
madn in the tunne) that might, the night of the 6th, and these arme
wgre nev-r removed. Yo Jerenese remmined in the tunnel. About mid=
night they realiged, apparently, that there were spprocimetely 100
Mmhmmln:ﬂmhdmm,ﬂthmmwm
their pert, to dispose of these arms erd also pearch thoronrhly the
rest of the tumnel for arms,

inother mmusing sight is to watch the sverace Japanese soldier
use & modern tollet, I have sesn them welk straight forwerd, ower the
bowl, drop thelr pants, defecate = missing the bowl and landing in
front of it on the floor = wipin: the rectum with a rag withdrawn from
lpnuhtlndﬂhtmuidﬂgtounpuuht. Toilst paper wes within

reach of his hand. Unfortumately, ‘merican soldiers had to elean up
il =

T
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the island = the planes coming over at extremely low levels. One in=

in the Philippines surrendered., Of all the fortified lslands, only
Yort Irum, the conerete battleship, wes und-maged by Jnpanese shells
and bombs, Drum's armament suffered no damage whatscever, The officers
iiiiiii jected to 4* hours of hasing after thelr

sard prisoners placed here without cover. There wap one water spigot
for the 10,000, There were no latrines, The lwat durdng the day was
terrific and seweral nights it rained, During the day the only relief

unfertunate, tut not & deterring, factor. The Jupanese furnished these
prisoners with no food for seven days, btut sowe fool trickled in from
I‘EEE!‘HEFE?&E.EEIE&. Thene

iﬂipli%fﬂﬂ.éfuﬁ»?f;nil
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which the last Cemerul in the Vieaymn Islands swrendered, They =y
have beon kept there in keeplng witn the Japanese tireat memtiomed
elsewhere. On the afternoon of the 2and, we prlsonors were lomded
on to three merehent vessels of about 7,000 tans displecement, Those
vecolls wer: desipgned to sccommodate twelve pessengers. There were
about 3500 of us on each vessel, Vo remained abosrd all night, with-
out sleep miturelly, and the following day proceeded to Menila, In=
stead of poing to a pler in the elty itself, we ware taken beyond the
elity, off Pasay, placed into landing barges and put ashore. This
operation took place during the hottest pert of the dey, as has alwmys
been usuel with any Japensse desling with prisewers. In the lending
barges wa g eround for sbout an hour packed like sardines, We
were then dusped in the water up to our armpitsj this last action waa
nnnecessery as the boats could hawe been run right wp on to the beach
tat the Japemoose wanted to be sure wo made the sareh through Manils in
wet clothes and with wet equfpment, We marched through the entire elty
of ianila, about five miles, ending up at 01d Rilibid Prison. The
Jepanese were undoubtedly attempting to ispress the Filipinoe, but
thremghout the mareh I saw no gnllec on the fases of any inhabitant,
many tears, ard many surreptitious vietory signe,

Although many prisonsrs fall out and were wable to make the merch
only one dled = & Lb. Cal. Short, U.5.A. Due to having to walk on the
coment with wet chows tho conditlon of many feet was deployahble, em=
peoinlly smong the more aged offlcers, I left Eilibid that sane after-
noon in compaxy with Capt, K, i, Hoeffal, U,5.N,, the Neval Commndant,

] and several other officers, for the jasay Flomentary School, st which

the Nawul Hospitsal Unit from Canscas, Cavite, Fhilippine Islands, wes
SECRET SECRET SECRET
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located. Genarals Noare and Drake were mlso with me with this parly,
as wore monbers of thelr staffs. }

mm.-mﬂmmmmum
w-mmmmmmmm-m
way to a work detall in Batangue, All were in & deplorsble conditiom
and 17 were umeble to walk the following meerming. “hese 12 remalned
at the hospital and wers replaced by 1€ men slresdy ticre, Later at
Cabanstusn the remsinder of thils working perty were returned. About
270 of the 300 died on the job to which detalled. ¥hile at this cusp
Imthtﬂlmu'th:ﬂdmﬂwlﬁm,
ﬂﬁwunﬂ-mhm.muhnthw.m
Each General was allowed one enlistod arderly and cech two Calonels
was allowed sn orderly. Of the Navy, this group taken to Jepan included
Capt. Hoeffel, U.3.K., Capt, l.lle Wilterdink, Supply Corps, UsSeFe,
Capte %.F. Lowemn, Yedical Corpsy UsSele, Capte Fel. Davis, Vedicsl
Carps, UsSelies Capt. LoJ. Hoberts, vedicsl Carps, UsS.M., and Col. %
L. Howard, U,5, Merine Corps.

On Mey 27th, I wes retwmed to 014 Bilibid, Manils, where T re=
msined wntil July 6th, At thls time moat of the Corregidor prisopers
hed boon sent to Cobanstuan and the remainder were golng at ths rate
of about 1,000

- ?_.-
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per day. About 30 officers remained at Hilibid, in addition to the
hospital unit, to supervise working parties engaged im clearing up,
repairing the prison, and to do odd jobs about Xamila. I was one of these
30, and there were about 300 enlisted nen. After the work was finished
most of these were sent to Cabamatvan. A fow permanent working details
wers formed and remain until this day, I believe, in Manila, for the most
part working in the port area, MNaval officers were in charge of all of
these groups.

While at Bilibid, I went on one volunteer working party to load canned

milk for prison camps. I later ascertained that only about 10% of what
we loaded was ever sent. This milk was located at Rizal Stadium and in
this stadium was also & huge amount of supplies, almost all of which were
Us 8. A, Quartermaster supplies.

On July Tth, I was taken with 250 other American prisoners to
Cabantuan, Luzon, about 75 miles north of ¥amila. We were placed in metal
box cars, 75-00 in a car, and the trip took sbout six hours. There was no
sitting room in the cars.

At Cabanatuan we were thoroughly searched and then installed in Nipa
gquarters. lhese were quarters used for the Philippine Army. We were very
crowded and located in small bays with Just room enough to lie down side
by side in each bay. At this time it was not an unusual sight to see
dead prisoners lying around the barracks and each morning thers was a
new group of dead carried outside and laid on the ground awaiting disposal.
These bodies at times lay around for several days, which did not echance
sithar the odor or the sanitary conditiona. Water was rationed but

L adequate. Bathing facilities were inadequate, consisting of a few wolls

- F—
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for the £000 men in the camp. Latrines wers open and a decided menace.
The question of food will be gone into elsewhere. At this time and
throughout the month of July the average death rate was 30 per day. The
maximum being h3. All priscners were Americans. i

This camp had been established about June lst with prisoners from
Corregidor and Camp 0'Donnell arriving at about the sane time. Camp
0'Donnell was the jrison to which the Sataan jrisoners were first taken
and is located in the province of Tarlac, Luson. The Cabamatuan camps
m;ifﬂ-pll.mmhmpihlldjhnnbwlt,lbwtmdlllm
of Cabanatuan City; and Camp §#2, which is about twelve miles north of the
city. All of the Dataan prisoners were taken to Camp # 1. Camp # 2 is
composed largely of enlisted men from Corregidor, with a few officers, also
from Corregidor, and the health there is considersbly better than that at
Cazp § 1.

The death rate for June and July of 1942 was thirty per day - in
August 21 per day - September 1l per day - and in October about 19 per day.
That means {rom the time Cabanatuan was established until I left there were
approximately 3400 deaths, mainly of people who had been captured on Bataan.
Deaths were due to malaria, dysentery, diptheria, and malmnutritiomn. At
the time I left Cabanatuan, responsitle doctors told me that of the 2500
pﬂuﬁthulnthhuﬂhlmﬂﬂnnupmtwurumtnn".
One almost had to be dead to get into the hospital. At Camp 0'Donnell
mtﬂmmhmdm&-uuunmumhunm
2200 Americans, but the confusion was so great there that this estimate
mldhﬂighﬂylmu,mtnﬂhynmthmmcrthrﬂhm.
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This means that a total of over 5,000 Americans died in captivity prior
to Hovesber 19i2. The reascn for the confusion in accurately determining
the mumber of dead at O'Donnell was that there were originally h5 ,000
Filipinos at the camp who were dying ut the rate of about 500 a day and
the rroblem of burial became acute, the Japs beins unwilling to help
and there being too few Americans or Filipinos strong encugh to take care
of the bodies. Of those L5,000 Pilipince, at least 27,000 are now dead.

About the middle of July the prison casp was divided into three
groups and all the Navy and Hgrines were placed in group one. Officers
were not required to work but could velunteer to be in charge of working
sarties, Almost the only work enlisted men were required to do was to
secure and deliver firewood for the galleys. The camp is surrounded
by barbed wire and sentries, but as a rule there are no Japanese within
the femce and the prisoners can live ummolested by the Japs. We ware
allowed to hold classes in various subjects Lo pass the tinze, but not in
foreign languages. Card playing is frowned upon by the Japanese, but not
strictly prehibited. To help the morale of the samp, we put on little skits
of entertaimment, two or three times weekly, and now and then the Japanese
would permit an exchange of shows between prison camps. The Japanese have
furnished a very small amount of soft ball gear, but this is ample as
only about 5% are physically able to use the gear. A man sble to play will
get about one opportunity a week.

Throughout the time I was at this camp thers were no medicines
available in the hospital , nor did the Japanese rersit the Milippine Red

Cross to furnish any until shortly before my departure. Then thia
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one group of supplies from Manila arrived, including quinine, the Japanese
would not permit it to be unpacked and used for sometime, during which
time many died of malaria whose lives could have boen saved by the
quinine. When I arrived in camp there was some sulfathiascle and quinine
in the hands of private individuals, mostly Army hospital corps men, who
had appropriated these supplies from the hospltals in Satsan or Correglder
and had not returned them when the hos itals were reestablished at
Cabanstuan. lhese men were selling the medicine for four dollars a pill.
Obviously they should be treated no better than the Japanese, as in effect
they have caused loass of the lives of marmy of their comtrymen by hoarding
y stolen medicine.

The most comaon disesses are malaria and dysentery. The salaria was

generally incurred in 3stasn and due to lack of quinine, keeps repeating
in most of the cases. ‘here have been 2 lar-e mumber of eases of cereberal
malaria, almost always fatal as the cure comsists of intra-venocus injectlions
of quinine, none of which was available. Whether the cercberal malaria
was caused by frequent recccurence of the ordinary malaria or whether it
is a distinct type many doctors were in doubt. The dysentery was acquired
from drinking polluted water from carabao wallows on the march out of
Bataan and polluted water at Camp O'Donnell, and is transmitted in the
canp by the general unsanitary conditions.

There were several efforts to escape made = all by enlisted men
except for the original effort made Ly three Naval Reserve officers;
Ensigns Barry, Tirk, and Sanborn. These three left, rather than escaphd,
the night that Cabanatuan was first formed. There were no lights, no fences,

. no muster and very little puarding donej and escape was simply a satter
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of walking off. After three months these three officers turned themselves
in, in southern Luson, because they realized that if they did not do so,
ﬁ-nnmmsuntmm-mumnmuﬂmmm
been much harsher, All other incidents of escape have been of individuals,
and these men have all turned back im within a space of two weeks, lone
of these above-mentioned has been executed. The enlisted men were beaten

up and put to hard labor in chains. The officers were confined only, and
Whrﬁtﬂtmhofthnrupeﬂ-mumthawmh,mdh
make spesches on the futility of escape, to all hands in the prison caap.
About September 30, Lieutenant Colonels Lloyd Biggs and Howard Dreit-
ung, with Licutenant H. D, Oilbert (C.E.C.) U.S.N.R., atteapted to escape.
Through an unfortunate accident and the loud mouth of Colonel Bises these
men were apprehended by the Japanese, tortured and executed, The detalls
of the treatment by the Japanese will be related along with the atrocltles
comeitted, While these three were crawling in gingle file, each armed with
a club, along & ditch which lead under the ¢amp's barbed wire fences, an
enlisted man named Tonslli (ex All-American football player from Notre Dame)
comeonced to wrinate in this diteh instead of the regular latrine. Lt.
m.ﬂlm,upnnhingmﬂ.uhdupm,mtulrmmdtmmdhmrmln
with his club, loudly cursingat the time. Tonelll resisted and ealled far
halp, The American perimeter guards came to his assistanee but were unable
to subdues the three officers and some other Americans from the living
barracks tosk a hand, . The three officers were finally subdued and lead
mmmumlunth-hmumnﬂwt.dﬂ-mrmhdmup
abreast of the scene of action, but I doubt if a susplelon that an escape was in
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progress was aroused. Upon arrival at American Headquarters which is
in shouting distance of Japanese Headquarters, Lt. Col, Biggs was raving
and ranting about being stopped and saying that it was the duty of the
other Americans to help him escape. The Japamese Camp Uomsander, Lt.
Col, Mori, was giving some instructions to the “merican Camp Commander
Major H. J. Say (posing as Lt. Col.) and when hearing the rumpus told
Say to go out and take care of the affair. At sbout the time Say arrived
Lt. Col, Biggs eluded his captors and dashed off imto the darkness. When
a guard eaught up with him, he wrested a club from the guard and turmed on

him again, but was finally subdued with additional aid. Upon being
F returned to the presence of Major Say he reminded Say that he, Flgge, was
:‘ senlaor to Say, that he was required to escape Lf possible, and that it

was Say's duty to assist him., DBiges used such loud language that the
¥ hm,mnﬂmumulum,m-ﬂntﬂpukupﬂumﬂ
"escaps® several times and accordingly stepped iuto the affair. Lt. Col.
liori told Say to send one of these three officers into him for questloning
and the other two were turned over to Japanese guards. Unfortunately,
Lt. Col. Biggs was the man chosen to be sent in for questioning. Had
he had the beating up by the Japanese which the other two recelved, perhaps
he would have not been so chesty when hs faced Col. Mori, fHe "read off®
Col. Mori and told him that he was not supposed to take any action against
him, Biggs, for attempting to carry out his duty of escaping and that if Col.
Mari did so, after the war he would see to it that Col, Mori got demoted. The
sequel of all this was torture and exscution. Ilhere is but little doubt that
had it not been for Biggs' loud volce and arrogant attitude, the affalr would

never have come to the attention of the Japanese suthorities.
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’ In addition, all officers who lived in the barramcks in which these
three officers had been quartered were confined for & period of thirty
days, were mot allowed te purchase additicnal food, reseive mny from
friends or leave the building to bathe, They could go to the head under
| guard. No other retaliatory messures were taken.
In Ostober, 1942 the Japanese inaugurated a policy to reduce the
] number of priscners in eamp by means other than starvation and sickness.
| m-ll_umdlwlﬂnnmthﬂlpnrrﬂﬁqﬂh
work in factories. About 100 enlisted men from Camp §2 were sent to
Davao Penal Colomy. At Camp §1 they called for two groups of personnel -
one of 1000 snd one of 400. These were to be officers and men alike.
The requirements for the first group were that they could stand & sea
voyagej and for the second group, in addition te the sea voyage, they
also had to be technicimns. They stated that the 400 would go to Japan
and the 1000 to Davas. I do not know the exact number that were called
for from Camp #€ but they all went to Japan frem Camp 2. At this time
thers wers approximately 12,000 in Cabanatusn Camps, imecluding 2500 in
the hospital. The Yapanese indicated that Camp #2 would be abolished and
thers would be altogether only about 6000 left at Camp {1, including the
hospltal, when transfers were effected. I have no information as to
what happened after the thousand men group left Camp 1, October 26,
1842 but inasmuch ms no other prisoners arrived at Davao between that
time and April 4, 1943 and no large working parties have been reported
elsewhere in the Philippines by our guerrils spies, I assume that either
the Japanese abandoned the plan, or sent approximately 5000 men prisoners
to Japan.
' The trip from Manila to Davae required eleven days and was made on

-/
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about a TOOO ton British bullt vessel. There were 989 prisoners, of
whom two died on the way. ¥e were plased in twe holds, There was not
room for all hands to lie down even though side by side, with the re-
sult that many remained top-side, in spite of the fact that 1t rained
every night. The Japsnese made no effort to identify this vessel as
having prisoners=of=war on board, The food was the best any of us had
had since belng captured consisting mainly of canned corned beef from
our Cavite Mavy Yard pre-war supplies. Ve disembarked at the Lasang Lum-
ber Dock near Davas City about 0800, November Sth. We were kept in the
sun without foocd until one o'cleck, glven rice, then marched 17 miles
to Davas Penal Colomy. We were stopped twice. Te arrived at the penal
colony at 0100, November 7.

The Davas Penal Coleony was operated by the Bureau of Prisons and
contalined about two thousand. convieta. All but 150 of these convicta
were transferred to the Filipino Prison nsar Puerta Princessa, Palewan,
The 150 conviets who were left to mid in the management of the farm were
the hardened eriminals, all of them homicides. Prior te the war this
colony was not only self-sufficient for two thousand convicts, but sold
oconsiderable produce to the surrounding inhubitants.

After arrival we found that the Japanese sxpeoted thils %o be & work
camp and there were now approximately 2,000 prisoners in all, as all
Amerliosn prisoners captured in the Visayan Islands and Mindanao were in
the Dmveao Camp. Lt. Col. Moriat Cabanatusn, if he knew prlsoners were
wanted for work, did not tell the Amsrlcan Camp Commander, with the re-
sult that the party which left Cabanatusn was composed largely of slck
and undesirable persomnel. There were a few volunteersj and in the case

L ] of the Navy and Yarine personnel, almost all were volunteers inecluding
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myself, The Daveo Cemp Commander, Major Maida, was very angry because
of our physical condition, however he insisted om all hands working un-
less sctually hospitalised. At the time I eponped, of ths 2000 priscners
about 1100 were working and the other 900 were in the hospital. The
Japaness made no effort to distinguleh between officers snd men in types
of work, and all along had made every effort to break down the internal
diseipline between American officers and men. They hawve succesded in
thisg to & preat extent, Fnlisted men of the Havy were head and shoulders
above those of the Army in this respect ms well as !n many others. I
have sesn Lt. Colonels and Commanders up to the age of forty-five years
old working in rice paddies in mud knee high, planting snd barvesting
rioe, T have parsonally cleansd out Japaness latrines and sewage dis-
posals, BHo kind of work im too low for the Japanese to assign to Aneri-
cans. Although thares was much useful work whiah eould have besn done

in the way of plantiny the colony ferms, we were not allowed to do this
but were assigned unnecessary teks. Had we been able to work usefully,
we ocould have produced enough food on the coleny adequately to feed
ourselves, but the Japs did not vant us te do so. At the time of my
departurs we had sixty officers logging to furniash 1000 loge over a
three-month peried to & Japanese firm in Daves City. The mgricultural
faclilities of the cemp were so reduced that they supplied almost no foed

for our own use, as much of what we grew was turned over %o the Japanese
themselves. There were on April 4, 1943, spproximately 2850 Yapanese in
the camp.

Most of the Japanese are olerks and the puards are mainly young

reoruits from Formoss with very little trainming., Theres are some Filipine

administrators who administered the cenviet colomy before the war, The
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] Superintendent is a Mr, Hobin, not to be trusted. The Assistant Super-
intendent was Mr., Juan Acenas, a capable and trustworthy man who has
befriended the Amerioans at every opportunity. There were also civilian
evaguses from Davap to the number of about 20 as well as 150 Filipine
convicts present. I understand from information obtained about a week
after I escaped that all Filipines were moved out of the celony on ae=-
count of the escape and 200 Japanese soldiers moved in, but that no re-
taliation was taken upon Amerioans. Thether the Filipinos removed in-
cluded the convicts or not, I do mot know.

A Japaness sentry had murdered in cold bleod an Army hospital corps
man named MsFee four days before I escaped. Through guerills spies we
learned the Yapanese have indicated that they believed we escaped for the
purpose of getting guerillas and attacking the prison cemp in retaliation
for the murder of MgFee, and that was the reason for the additional 200
guards.

At Davao the working prisoners lived in 8 large barracks. These
barracks are wooden with galvanised tin roofs, while those at Cabanatuan
were all bamboo with nipa roofs. At Daveo our living quarters were more
eramped even than at Cabanatuan., There were no recreational facilities
at all during the week, but on Sunday afterncons we could play two
softball games, which meant that very few people ocould ever take part in
any athletic endeavor.

On Sunday, April 4, our ssoape was made and detalls of it will be

the subjeot of a specinl snclosurs.
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Dotails of Esonpe

I was the officer in charge of a working detall which harvested
ocoffee on the plantation. Major Mellnik and two Army sergeants, Splelman
and Marshall, assisted me upon this detail which imoluded approximately
35 officers of the rank of Lieutenmant Colonel, all over 40 years of ago.
The reagon for so many assistants was that my primary aim was to see
that enough extra food was stolem so that we oould bulld up the health
of these older officers. At first we had a Japaness guard on the detail,
but when the Japansse later redused the musber of guards in the Colony
this coffee detail was one from which they removed the guard. It waa
obvious that without s pguurd we could probably make an escape amd pot
about eight hours head start before the Japanese found out mbout it.
EBarly in January the three sesistants and I commenced making plana %o
esoape., Te desided to wait until we ocould all build up owr health and
also to feel that if we got near New Guinea and were ploked up, that there
was a fifty-rifty chance that it would be by ome of our owm foroes.

I was able to regeive radio news from San Franolsoo approximstely
every other day dues to the fmet that there was a Filipino, one Mr.
Candide Abrina, formerly cashier of the Phillippine National Bank in
Davao City, assigned to advise me in the harvesting of coffee. MNr.
Abrina was a close friend of the mssistant superintendant, Mr. Juan
Acenas, Acenas had a radio in his home and a hidden sntennes and so

was able to receive San Prancisco mows and pass it on to me wia Abrina.

=18 =

SECRE] | E SECRE

Regraded Unclassified



To build up our health, Major Mellnik, Sergeant Splelman and I
found that with the exeroise of considerabls oaution we would be able
to enter the Japanese chicken fmrm and relieve them of some of thelr
gharges. During the months ol Jamuary, February and March, we stole
133 chickens, These we used not enly to fesd ourselves but alse to
supplement the diet of the officers working for me and to obtain sup=
plies for the esoaps.

In early Maroh I was approached by Captain A, C. Bhofner, 1.3,
Marine Corps, who told me that there were six off'icers who had been
preparing plans [for an escape and would like for me to take scharge of
the party if' I so desired. Both escaping groups felt that we would
have to make our esoape [{rom the Island itself by sailboat, as we had
no informstion available regerding the extensive guerills activity and
rudic or submarine contect between Mindenao and Australia. e had heard
rumors that thoere were some guerillas to the north of the ocamp and
fairly oclose by, and we hopsd that alter our escape we might receive
help (rom them.

The grouw intending to escape ncw consisted of the following meni
Lieut, Commander M. H. MoCoy, U.8. Navy; Major (CAC) 8. M. Mellnik, U.S.A.;
Major (AC). W. Es Uyess; Captain A. C. Shofner, U.5.M.C.; Pirst Lieu-
tenant Jack Hewkins, U.5.M.C.; Firet Lieutenant Michael Doberviah,
U.8,M,0,3 Begond Lisutenant (AC, Eng.) L. A. Boslens, U.i.A,; Second
Lisutenant (AC) Bumuel Grashio, U.5.A.; Sergeant R. B. Spielman, U.8.A.;
and Sergeant Paul Marshall, U.8.A. Through Mr. Abrina we nade arrange-
ments to obtaln native guides and contacted Beningno de la Crus and
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Victorio Jumarung for thls purpose. 7lator had been three times to the
barrio whers we thought we might find guerillas; but his last trip

had been made s year proviously. Vietor spoke very little Englishy Bem
and his companion spoke cxcellent English as well as many na'ive dia-
leots. Bem is an exumple of one of the higher-typs, intelligent Filipinos
and was a dootor's apprentics, having had sonsiderable experience in
taking onre of the Pilipino sonvicts. Both of these Filipinos were oon-
vieted of homleide. Nelther wanted any finsncial rewsrd for aiding us,
nnwmqwrmwormmuwnmmmm
that, Lf successful in reaching American foroas, we would intercede to
obtain & jardon for them.

Lieutenant Boslens constructed a home mede sextant for ms, and from a
Mummmxmmhwummnﬂtmm
deslimation of all principle stars end =lso the squation of time. From a
m-twmmu-::»-hhwﬁhumuunﬂ-nrmﬂm.
Iwﬂlmmrlﬂtnminmmmmﬂmﬂﬂ-mm
so folt prepared to mavigate with reasonsble limits. I nlsc had a good
Hlﬂpﬂhﬂﬁtﬁﬁiﬁhﬂdhﬁiﬂrwmﬂumd-hum
:mumqm-mnwﬁ-u—uxmqmtmn.
ln-d.ﬂ-llrlulhmnhlihptl“ﬂukbjﬂuﬂo.ﬂntl.-u
fifteon seconds off.

wmmmw‘-ﬂhurmdthpﬂtyﬂﬂwrﬁum
a plowing detail of which Captain Shofner was tamporarily in charge. This
hﬂl“hmﬁwm&thhw-ﬂuﬂm“‘u-ﬁr

plowing. Mhﬂnlmmwnm-wﬁntmﬁmnrﬂuwl
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n-ﬂﬁ-“lh-hu-mﬂlq“u---
’ the opposite side of the Colomy.

mmnm;mn—:-rmnnqdﬂtmmu-

we could obtain was not too diffieult. Ome of our main diffieultiea {

Whﬂ-pﬁumhm‘mmhm

out thit we intended to oscape boosuse, unfortunately, the worsle of

_ﬂumﬁttihqwddhnm-.mthim 4

escape might bring restriotions upen them, For this reason, for example,

I-a-hhhbru;muﬁ--l-hhnnwntﬂlprt_'l

there. If we set out articles of clothing, blankets, shelter halves, ete.,

&

ttm“ﬁwﬂﬂ-mtwmmnﬂlmﬂuh—
things. “MM-mmmﬂdﬂmmﬁmﬁnﬂ
mthHp-.nﬂuMhurlrn_hm
was dono.
ﬁmhmunw.umm“uﬂdmm-ll
mmmmm;mm:hmummm
wmh-mmmmuurwnmuﬂnum-m'
ioans. ww-mmm_ﬁmu.m
m#twulﬂqhwﬂlmﬂuh-ﬂnﬂﬁ-mﬂ
%o water them, So that thalr going out would exeits no suspieion. My de-
ﬂlﬂlutm—ﬂﬂ“.hﬂﬂMumwd
ﬁlhﬂﬂﬁipﬂiﬂh.lhdﬂhhhﬂ-rﬂﬂrdlm,ﬂ
H-"Mnﬁlmhhi-m“mwmﬂdnnuﬂhr
in the coffee plantation, Weo melected March 28 as the dey for the escape,
ﬂ-hﬁﬂn—ﬂﬂmﬁtqmmmu- shat
gould be spared out to the jumgle. On March 14 we rehearsed the route

' s
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of esonps iy roing through the entire prosedure without any equipment
whatsosver nnd proceedin: to ouwr rondesvous point im the jungle in order
to rind out if the Japanose sunrda nt their various posts, or the Jupan-
ese tower pentries, who are equipped with binoculirs, would male any
effort to stop us. ™o wore succesalul in recching the readeszvous and
then returned to the omap.

Captain Shofner's group, less Major Uyess, took thoir oqidpment
out to the plowing "shnoi" on Mureh 26 mud 27, It was there pus into
five gallon oans and ancaked into the jungle near the rendesvous pelnt,
My party, plus Major Dyoss, %“cok owr pear into the coffes plantation
and assemblod it thers. Saturduey morming nll of thie latter gear was
plaoed in a bull cart amd coversd over with small tree trunks which
were ostensibly for the purpose of ereoting a fanca, 'n caso the Japaness
should inquire, Major DIyess, who was the regular bull cart driver,
socompanied by Major Mellnik, dreve thia bull cart near to the Jungle
and at an appointed spot was met by & couple of the plowers who ocarried
the pgear into the jungle. This bull eart had to pusa ano of the main
Jupansse sentry houses which nlwost inwveriably stopped Lt %o obtain
fruit as the bull oart usuelly carried frult from the ovlony orchard
to the Japansse guartermsmter. A burlap bap of star apples was pleoed
on thae rear of the bull cart to wopeese the Jepaness sentrles, [fhe plan
worked without a hitch,

About 1100, March 27, Lieutenant Homme, known es the "Crown Prinee
of Swat,” due to his proclivity to slap Amerioans, made an lnspection of

working parties for the purpose of aseing if they were using forbldden
-0

Regraded Unclassified



foods in the prepauratlon o the moon eal, At 1100 he inspected the [low-
hm-mmmmtuhqinrdlmﬂdwm-

In Captain Shofner®s bag wes a lurge bottle containing 1,000 tableta of
quinine and some other bottles of medicine, but no food, Fortusately,
Lisutenant Hosume has a s.ngle-truck mind und did not have his auapiclons
sroused Ly the presense of nediclne., After alsjpping around all nesbors of
the plowing detail, Lisutemant Hosume left end elmost ran into Captaln
Carberry, an Army Chaplain, who was sarry.ng twe five-gallon ouns contaln-
ing blankets, =l other suspleious supplies. Pather Carberry saw Homumo
first and dicked off ints ths banana groves.

Te hnd added Father Carberry to our party as we felt that we would
obtain much mors sccperation from the Filipimes if we had a Catholle prisst
with us. Unfortunately, Father Carberry was unable to ascompany us &s
on Margh 31 he beoams i1l with amocble dysentery.

on Saturday might, Mereh 27, we discovered that ull hands would have
%o work the [ollowing day in the rice flelds, somewhat in the neture of
a punishment for the fuot that Lieutensut Hosume hed found working de-
tails cooking umauthorised food for lunch. This completely upset our
plans for leaving on March 28 and we postponsd the date o! depurture
until April 4, Howewer, much of our eguipment was now stowed lnto the
jungle and it was considervd teo risky to try to bring it back in as
the Japaness frequently make thorough inspeotions of officers coming back
from work, to make sure that they are not smug;ling in fruit, There was
considerable risk in this e ulpment Leing found as naturally i was

not very far lato the jungle and poopls do rosm as far ms we aad our

oquipment hidden,
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On Sunday, April 4, we oarried out our original plan without imei-
dent. e all presented & somewhat bulky appearunce in passing the main
gats where the Japaness sentry hed %o chesk us of as working parties
and we had to make excuses to our Amerloan companions who noted that we
had taken out our mosquito nets. My excuse wus that I had found bed bugs
in it end was taking 1t out to wash 1* during the noon hour. In going
out I had to tako my group of six in the direction of the eoffea planta—
tion whioh wus opposite to that in which I desired to go, and I took a
short cut on the way which had been expre®sly forbidden the previous day
by & speclal order from the Japancss, Yo then dusked inte ccoonut groves
and worked out way back to the point where we could cross the main road,
loss thm 50 ynrds from whe-e I originally started. There was no earthly
rosson for an Amsriean group to be wing the road at that spot on Sunday
but although we passed within 20 yards of the Jap sentry who sew us, he
said nothing. This crossing and getting out of the main gate with
sur equipnent was probably the biggest hazard oncounterod,

At this point I will insert an exact copy of day-to—duy notes which
I jotted down from April 4 until May 13, inclusive.

LO@
of Expedition Commanded by
M. H. MeCoy, Lisutenant Commander, U.5. Mevy
UHBERS:
Lisutonant Comwmnder M. i. MoCoy, U.S. Navy

Major (CAC) 8. Me Wellnlk, U.5.A.

Ua jor {M} We Be Uyoss

Coaptain A, Cs Shofner, U.S.M.C.

First Lieutenunt Jack Hawkinae, U.0.M.C.

Pirst Lioutenant ichasl Dobervigh, U.d.M.C.
Seocond Lioutenant (AC, Eng.) L. Ae Boelens, U.S.A.
Second Lieutenant (AC) Samunel Grashlo, U.B.A.
Sorgoant Re Be Gplolman, U.0.4.
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Serpoant Paul Mershall, U.0.4.
® Benigno de la Crus
Yiotorio Jumarun;

lprll.i-ntﬂﬂﬂﬂ'!hﬂlnwpufhmul'wruhim.'

ostensibly to build & rain shelter. Ve all earried a 1little sore than
usual, sush me mosguito mets hidden in shelter halves, but glasarad the
gate without owment. Capt. Shofnar followed shortly therealter with

3 remaining three Arericsns as a plowing detsll to shift ateers. This is

a regular Sunday detei) and excited no comment. 0830 - My grous met
Shofner's at plewer's shack and proceeded inte jungle whars we assembled
our genrs Some of this gear had to be moved across the road where Jup
sentry oould spot us. Our oquipment wes in deplorable condition. 08500 -
Viotor Jumarunz appearod but was without Ben de la Cruz. Appareatly
they wntad to make ssrtain we really meant to escupe. Vistor returned
to get Ben. The two of thom arrived mbout 1050, during which time some
of us had a fow unensy moments {or lear the Filipines had lot us down.
1080 - Startod for Lugnnog. Aftor sbout 200 yerds, Victer, the guide,
apparently lost the treil but continued to travel at rendom lor sbout
1/2 hour. He then adnitted he wus lost. T declded to travel North by
compass, when posaible, snd otherwise to lean towards the Bast. The pur-
pose of poing Worth was to get well mey from the Pemal Colemy. 1800 -
Stopped for might. Travel had been drficult sud gettin swsmpier all the
time, Thers wore many streams %o eross by waling or outtlng down trees
along the bunk te make o walk below the surface, Needless to mentilon,
we wers all wet, ns 1% also roined most of the sfterncon. linde samp for

the night near n stresm. Tater was ankle deep. MNade strustures of boughs te
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. keop us off the ground. Although we snd the bedding were wet, most of

us slept during the might as we were so tired. The water rose during

the night so that some of us lhnd ouwr tails in it by morning. We sach

ate 1/2 can of devilled hem with cold rice before retiring, our only g

food since bLreakfast, |
April 5 - Monday. Up at dewn and ate 1/2 oan of corned beef euch.

Started on an Easterly course favoring the North. HReason: poing direeotly
North wa would have to plek up & trail to Maniki in order to looate our-

selves, and after Vietor's initial display of ignorance, I was afraid
he might miss the trail to Mandiki, While if we went East, we ware ocer-
tain to croge the railroed, whieh anyons ceuld recognlise, and then travel
up the railrond. After mbout two howrs travel we got lnto a swemp,.
Water over the kmeos and "Ooogon" or sword grass higher than our heads.
At times we could scarecly truvel 50 yards in an howr. Bon and Viotor
hdth--;ﬁrmﬂtu;*th.mhu—ntu-rﬂdﬁdrpﬁ- By
1400 T was completely exhausted, and most of the othors within 10 minutes
of the sams state, I had been feeling ill from the tlue I sawcke. At
1400 we baoktracked about 10 mimutes walk to m place where a log, large
enough to huve lts top above wnter, lay. Here we mude csmp. Surrounded
by water and jungle we wore still sble to tuild a fire on top of the leog
mmuuﬂﬁwﬁmuw-a. Also hot tea. We built a
rude structure for sleeping sbove the wetor and turned in, 1800- Heard
unmiptakable sounds of rifle ani machine gun fire to the northward amd
not too distant, perhaps 5 or 8 kllometers, |

L
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April 6 - Tussday. All had slept well as we were so tired, and I
Mtu..—hu-m-.-mui—m-m
oampletely wanished. I decided to mows to the mortlemrd, hoping te
eloar the swmmp, which drained to the sastward, bafors turming; East again.
Ate a hot breakfast & oatwesl and started out fesling much better thun
the previous day*s start on cold cormed beef. Instead of all moving
together slowly, all but three sat, while those three out their way ]
through without pancks. This method was far less tiring and ebout 1500 |
the way beesme much less swamp, und we trawelled faster in a generally
ME direction. At sbout 1400 we piecked up & trail. About 100 ymrds down
thies trall wo came conto the railread tracks and great was owr joy. In-
vostigntion showed sijns of recent travel, ineluding what appsarsd to
be prints of a Jap shoe. Ascordingly, the two Filipinos and Sgt. Splelman
wont ahead to recomnoitre shil: the rest made osmp for the night. Spielman
reported that mo one had boen seen, but three nipa huta wore found, one
recently cooupleds We hed hot tea and oold cornad beef for mupper.

Bullt the usual structure for sleeping. MNAjor. Mellmik suffered & bad
out on the loft hund, while using a bole.

April 7 = VWednesday. Up at desm and under way at once, without break-
fast., Yent straight dowa the He e tracks. Found definite evidence of
dapancse presence at some time, such as broken saok holding Jap cookdes.
Found two elipe of .303 cal, ssmunition and surmised we were near the
-nl‘ﬂ.ﬂ.rlqhﬂﬂlq Monday night. Stopped nearby, about five
kllometers from starting poimt, at a P,A, barrecis, emty now, but
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recently cooupled. Had breakfast here, at Kimwmyon. "hile Capt, Dyoss
was on guard he and two armed Filipinos espled each other simul tanecusly.
The two natives disappeared iickly, slthough Dyess ealled %o them., After
breakfast went up R.H. trock about 1 k. and met & native who took us to
the house of a soldier of the gusrillas. While runners were sent ahead
for the "headman™ we wore givon egge, rioce and casavas. Hers I ate my
first baloot (2 of tham) and they woren't bad at all. Ye bathed and

shaved here., Aftor m ocouple of hours Hgt. Caslano de Juan appeared,

with pistel drawn., He soesed alnost alone, but after ho satiafied him-
self that we were Americsns and not aids of the Japs, about 50 of his
soldlers sprang from the woods, now that the fear of an smbush wnes over.
All were armed with vither rifles or rovolvers, and two DARY wers included.
8gt. Casiano, in the futuro to be referred to as "Big Poy," is a living ple-
turs of the motion picture ideal of the big-hearted Latin-imericsn bandit,
who protecta tho psom, and is gensrally played by Lee Oarrille. Big Boy

is much younger than Carrille and has a very engaging smile. He soemed
overjoyed to seo us. He lod us teo Lugnaog wnd we ocoupled a tuilding

in the center of tha barrie, amply large emough for us. The entire

barrio population gatherod there to wateh us unrell our gear, oto. Blg
Boy made all arrangements for oar cod which wes onrried to us threo times
daily., Many pooplo made gifts of chickens snd egge %o us, "= were begin-
ning %o get the vemefits of tho justly famed Mlipino hospitelity. These
people did not have plenty for mlnl. our prescuce might mean retalis-
tion upon tham by the Jups, but they were most eager to share their food
with us. Ve staysd hore until about 0900 April 10, less than 10 miles from
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hmnmtnw—hmummn-n
Prison Camp. m-hlluhnuﬂruw-nudw. While here we
mmtmmmnwﬂmmunmﬂ-
mﬂ“ﬂuﬂlmpﬂ:ﬂﬂm The Jups were looking
for usa !h-nuﬂu-nprudtmtmhlu—lnpmi“ml
mﬂdulnm-ﬂﬂnﬂlﬁhﬂ- Ome of the two Filipinos who
—mmnwuh-uh-.wmnrmmu-.mmtm
rifle misfired. Eﬂlﬂu‘“b’ﬂi‘ll”.l‘i_“#ﬁl—-m“
um:-:-mmtmn;-mm

April 10 = Saturdays 0900 left Lugneog for luns, 4 low., arriving
st 1016. -m-mmb;ag.mnmmm Luns was Tormerly
known an ALGCH. Itinlplmﬂn!ﬂdhrﬁnﬂtﬂm Thare
is & sugar mill here. Mr. Soldua was vory hospitable, For lunch we had
nmmmm“ﬁnhwmwuﬁmm-ﬂ
mora powerfule mfﬂdhﬂﬂlwuiﬂﬂlﬂ'—hﬂpﬂﬂrﬂ-lm
;t—huhwnlgﬂor. Md-mrwhrnkrnﬂmﬂmm“n_

Aprdl 11 - Sunday. 1000. Left to Bampao, 6 kms. swey, errivisg
at 1140. hummdmt.mmlm.hnwurﬂ-wd
Lungnaoge Again anply fombod.

April 12 - Mondsy. 1000. Ve went about halfway back towards Luma
hl—llﬂhtplmﬁr-unhmnmwhipmm. There was
cookfightings otas, and wo cte lunch there. Aftor lunch we roturned ©
m.mwnﬂuu'ﬂ.ﬂlﬂﬂ:tﬂt&wm:i'm
with Mr. Bliglo David, & former regident of Davao. Ho is the leader in

. m--;-..uuw-numu»unmumuﬂw.
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Hers we remined until we oould make arrangements with Oept. Clare

GENERAL SITUATION: There is an organization in laves ‘rovinge under
the command of Cept, Cluro 0. Laureta. During the war he commndsd the
Constabulary Hattalion, Duwveo, nnd mever surrendered. His present ocomoend
oontaine & great majorlty of velunteers. Lts. Rivera amd Tuville und
two others are his sssistents, all PO ofi'icers, Capt, Laureta is o dio-
tator in the datriet, which he aduinisters under military law. A cartain
portion of his command tills the soil, wiile the others patrol. In add.
itlon, the civilisns are each requested to contribute & certain smount of
food par week for ths soldiers, They are very willing to do thiz ws the
Japs are kept out. In order to attain our objective, it was almost
essentinl to controt Capt. Leuretm und obtain his ecooperation. Oun April &,
rumners were pont to Oapt. Leaureta with & request that he arrangs & meeting.
As it turned out, he wna vory suspiclous, as thoe Japs had been using all
types of tricks to engnare him. ¥We moved eventunlly to Eapungagan where
we mot Lts. Rivera and Tuville on Tuesday, April 15. They requested per=-
mission to exanine our affects, as Capt. Laureta wanted to be certain of
our bonafides. I permitted this, although desmed the grester part of it
unnegsssary, Haviop satiefled himself &s to our identities, Hivers dis-
patched a runner to Umpt., Laurcvta who arrived at noon, Saturdey, April 17,
He is very pleasant and williug to vooperate with us in every way. I bad
two courses of smotion to choose from. First was a VT=day hile %o Cateel on

the East Const where I would try %o sewourh o salling vossol, sand have Lt

-F...?a"
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. mmnwhh*—. Second course was an & or O-day
trip by walking and beneas to Ampara, just short of Dutusn, provineial
oapital of Agusan, &t the mouth of the Agusan river. At Ampars, we SX=
pested to be able to conteot the mein guerilla G.P,, which is in radie
oontaot with GHQ, Australis, sscording to a letter written March 21,
by Lt. Col, MoClish, U,S.,A, If 80, we would ask thet a submarine plok
us up, just before commencing her return trip to her base. I no susoess
from this quartar, we ocould still make an Esst Coust port and try the
original scheme., There is no need Lo emumerate the pros and oons of ench
course. I desided on the sec nd ome, and Capt. laureta iz now busily
sngaged arranging for cur suprlles and cargadores.

April 18 = Priday, Lt, Dobervich became 111 in the afterncon, Had
& fever. Was ohilly the might before. I gave him 350 gre. quinine in

two doson. !
April 17 - Ssturday. 30 gre. quinine te Mike (Lt. Dobervich) inm
forenoon. lle vomited sll day. Had fever still but mot so highe
April 18 - Bunday. No quinine for Mike, His symptons not those of
malaria, partisularly which he has had several times belfore. Cen says he
has the "flué” although if se, it is different type from ours in the
States. Oave him nothing but sspirin, he has no appetite., loday ia
mrkest day; witnessed several oocifights in Pz bet on one, and won,
Had a dance in the opem from 1700 to 1900. After dinner, dancing cone
timued by the light of an almest full moom, & beautiful might,
April 19 = Monday. Mike was heaving his oockies wbout 0630, but ]
ate & good breakfsat st 0800, A fat bull carabac wes Jdilled, The meat

£2 WL
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will be heavily salted and sun~dried, and will them keep about 3 memths,
This is further proof of the abounding generoaity of the Filipinos.
Carabeoe are few and far between in this area, and this one wes brought
from several kllometers away. Enough of the dried meat will be re=
tained for a possible trip vy sailing vessel. Fresent indicatioms
are that we will mot depart until Wednesdny, the 2lst,

April 20 - Tuesday. Itike's health is much better, The cargedores
arrived with supplies, Ve will earry with us about 20 live chilckens,
110 1te. dried carabao, 5 dosen eggs mnd plenty of rice, Acquired a
Galt, .45 cal. revolver today. GSpent last evening singing songs by
moonlight,

April 21 = Wednesday. 0500. Under way for Ampare, Agusan. The
[avids were very aorry to have us go and Mre, David shed sany teara.
Ve, too, felt badly about it, as they had bteen our very good friemds,
itr, David hdked with us, At Camp Victor, Capt. Laureta's post before
surrendsr, we stopped for tuba and to wait for the bancas. Ve used 5
bencas in all. They were pulled, pushed, ar poled up the Libugenan
River, depending upon the depth of water. The curremt is quite strong,
about 3 or 4 knots. Stopped at noon for lunch at a Chimaman's place,
Our chow had been prepared at David's so had only to be heated. The
Chinaman had a kind of rioe wine which smelled terribly and tasted
like kerosens. Ye just couldn't take more than a sip, although the
Chinaman got quite drunk. 1400 - Under way ageln and stopped st 1730
at Florida, a former small camp of Laureta's, Here wo wore glven an

example of how Filipinos can throw things together. In no %ime at
all they bad tmilt a serviceabls table, served coffee, and then rice

and meat, All times in this log so fer are Zone = 9. Darlowss is

. -2a- |
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Darkness is sbout 1900 and dawn at 0600, We did mot go very fur
today, It is wery hard work moving these bancns upstream, Our
perty consists of 36 in all,

ipril 22 = Thuredey, Breoakfast, at 0630, of rice, soft bolled
eggs, moat, vegetahleo and coffee, Under way at O745. Ye are making
better progress today, but we have a long haul before we arrive at
Lt. Nivera's eamp. The river bottom is very rocky. I don't see how
the eargadores manage to walk mll day on them, pushing or pulling s
they go. Passed a hut inhabited Ly a character called locally
"Mahatan Ghandi® because of the decided resembtlance. fle really does,
is wary emsciated, practically no teeth, ete. Ipent 20 years in the
States, but far the past 8 years living hare in the jungle with a
crasy sountain woman, The mountain people, oalled Atas, are non=
Christisns, ignorant, live in tree houses, At 1130 stopped for lumch,
liad rice, vegetables, chicken, fresh tomatoos and coffee. Under way
at 1415, Passed several tres houses. I sure would llke to take a
movie of this trip. Ctopped at dark at Gupitan, the post of Lt.
Rivera. We expectod to find less clvilisation as we went further
along, but here we find = large nmative house, had omelet and chickens

with owr rice, lre, fivera is here and two or three other women,

Thay moved here into a complete wildermess last August, but now have

corn, camotes and about 150 chickers., The Rivera's child 1o two

years old now; they ere expecting another in about 3 months. fape

she ean get to Davao. Halned most of the might,

April 23 - Friday. A shorter haul for teday, so slept umtil

0715, Had riee, cottage cheess, omelot, careabac meat and coffee

‘. with carabeo milk for breakfast., Also tomatoes, 0830 - Under way.
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Having & very difficult time due to the current and high water. 'ade
_mmuuwrnwwmmunmm,m-_ﬁ
%o pet across the river where the poing was better, 1400 = itopped
for lunch by Ata's house. Visited it; ccoupent not at home, We have
several Atas with ua. They use spears, and bows and arrows, the
latter being polsemed, 1530 = Under way sgain, Rained sporadically.
lﬂjﬂ-stmndrm'niﬂt;twmmnnﬂ'hm,mmx#
houses., The first two days of this trip we covered a distance normally
mede by & Filipino rummer in half a day. liowever, he would travel
light and must swim occasiomally. There is mo point in owr trevelling
faster than ouwr equlpment.

kpril 24 = Seturday. 0700, Under way after another excellent
breakfast, 0730 = met about 3 families of itas floating downsirean
on bamboo rafts, They probably live where we had lunch yesterday.
The women's breasts sre no larger than the mem's. (P.S. Just passed
another raft, I wes wrong about the breasts,) Passing a small group
of Atas on the shore. They are ever ready to move, To make these
wn—-mmmhmwmm.mdnr-
inches above the ground by stones, and construct a rude gress roof
over them. Ve stopped tonight at Kapalong, e small outpost of
Laureta's of about & men, liere we secured a different group of
cargadoras. A1l Wt 2 of those who brought us up the river returned
to their houses, We got the hesd man of the itas and requisitioned
Cargadores from him,

ipril 25 = Sunday, Under way about 0900, The late start was dus

to getting the new onrgadores ready. Our party now consists of 46 men.
T
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. The travelling was really rugged tedsy. Climbing hills, slippery from recent
radns, crossing streams many times, wading in them and in swampe. The
gtreams in penersl were rosky and very hard on shoes. ¥hen we stopped
for lunch I was very fatigued, tut as the afternoon wemt on I felt
stronger and stronger and wos fer less tired than the majority of my
group when we arrived at a jungle camp about dark (1900), Almost at once
41t rained cats and dogs, The roolf leaked bedly, /1l our clothes were
soaked and nmo way to dry themj oo we passed & moct uncomfortable night.
Those who really nesded sympathy were the Atas. Fach of them carried am
enormous load on his back, gemerally about 100 lbs, IHow they mansged to
walk, climb, or stumhle all day long 1s beyond me, and I would never
have believed it Af I had not seen it, Then, at the day's end, they had

s T T T e

to tuild themselves n rude shelter in the rain, (Valked 25 kms,)

April 26 = Monday. Up at dewn (0600), The @argadores were wup
sarlier, ate before us and left about 0700, while we left st 0800, It was
misery to put on all wet clothes, Today was slmllar to yesterday in the
type of trail, but there was more walking on sharp stones. Shoes were
definitely going bed, In the late aTternmeen 1t rained hard, although it
was not possible to get much wetter sa the wadlng gets us wet up to ouwr
hips and I could wring perspiration from sy shirt. Arrived at a deserted
barrio, Binakayon, about 1800, It is the southernmosi berric in Agusan
Province, The inhabitants went to the hills, scared of the Japs. No
Jap would ever get near the place, it is so far into the hinmterland., MHost
of the huts were in bad shape, rotten flooring and lealky roofs, Howewer,
we had fresh cocomut julce end built fires for drying our clothes and
passed & very comfortable night (by comperison with others).
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April 27 = Tusaday. A shorter trip today so left about 0800. The
trail was more slippery and much more swasmpy. Very 1ittle of the rocky
oresk beds to travel. lade & lelsurely 2 1/2 hour stop for lunch by a
river, and arrived at Johnsen about 1700. There {s & very small outpest
of the Agusan forces here. We were very comfortable here, tubs and
cooonut milk awvailable. The inhabitants are very poor and have no rice
or corn, Eat maluly camotes and sago, & product of the palm tree. Hers
Lt. Abunda (In Ch) had a young plig killed for us. The rainm held off
till after dark and we were again able to dry our olothes. 5ix of the
ten of us now have no shoes fit te walk In, Acoordingly, I decided to
send those § to Loreto in Z bansas or barotes the following day, while
the other 4, ineluding myself, walked. By trail, which goes direect, it
is & half-day trip, but by boat, an all-day affalr,

April 28 - Wednesday. The 6 shooless men left about 0745, My
group left at 0815 and made by far the most rapid hike yet. We fairly
ran at times to keep up with our puide. Stopped only 15 minutes for
rest the entire trip and arrived Loreto at 1250, The train was very
diffioult, being a smwamp 5/4 of the way. We were filthy on arrival but
had ample time to wash and dry our clothes. Lt. Antonio, CO Comdr. and
Lt. Casal, ecomdr. of the Loreto detachment, were lere. The poat ia
quite military, and clean and we were pleased to find several American
flags, the first seen sincs the surrender, Compared to Davao Provinoe
food is searce. But we had lots of dried fish and a fried eg: aplece.,

e expected the other 8 about 1700. At 1800 Dobervich arrived with one

. guide, walking barefooted. Said he had gone on abtead because the otlers
-Ja- =
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wars so alow and seemed to be worrled lest Maj. Mellnik be upset about
it, ag ha hadn't asked to leave the rest. Just after dark the remainder
arrived. We had been very worried about them. Thelr feet were in bad
stape and so wers they; and madder than hormets. Dobervich had gone off
with the enly competent gulde; the other pot lost. Fortumately, a
third native in their party thourht he kmew the way and wms able to get
on the right traill after the party had gone 40 minutes out of the way.
Welking through tls swamp in the dark was brutal, there are many thorns
and boughs to stub one's toes on. It was inexcusable on the part of
Dobarvieh and will probably keep Shofner quiet about how wonderful
Marines are, for at lesast 24 hours. The § shoeless wers "takem in,"
They travelled by banga from Johnson to Novigraciams in about 2 hours
and were then given an excellent lumch. During this time the guerilla
lieutenant and the mayor rave the boys a pep talk about the foot trail
direct from there %o Loreto, By banea it is round-about and upstream,
through swamps and is hard work, The esoorts didn't want to work, se
the Americans were told the trail wes leval, dry and emsy walking and
eould be traversed in 2 hours. Then aa Exhibit "A"™ they brought in a
young girl in & olean white dress who said that she had just arrived
from Lorette, had worn thet dress on the walk, and although it took her
3 hours, & man could make it in two. The men bit hook, line and sinker,
and exousably soj especlally after such a fine meal. Actually the trail
was neither level mor dry, but just like the one we traversed. I felt very
sorry for them as it was bad enough to have to hike barefooted, let alone
got lost. This is our last day of foot travel on the way to Amparo. I

-7
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will mention & cguple of additional items which are applicable teo all
four days travel on foot. The Jungle is [ull of leeches. They are
very thin and travel with a jack Imife motion and ean worm their way
anyshers. Although we pull our socks over our trouser legs, they wear
leggings, they own atill get on our feet. They blow up like = balloen
with blood and can't be safely pulled off, Thay will drop off by ap=-
plying fire or tobaceo leal to them. We got emough on us, but the
Pilipinos, being barefooted, get many, many more, and their feet are
bloody messes by the end of a day. For two days of our trip, we went
ahead of the ocargadores and uged a clhild Ata about 12 years old as &
guide. TWe nased him "betel nut". He carried a 2 1/2 gal. ean of rice
on his back. They use straps passed over the shoulders, end another
strap over the head, They have great endurance and are said to be able
to hike 3 days without food so long ss they oan chew betel muts. We
carried our own rice with us and all other provisions. It {s remarkable
what good food the Filipinos are able to produce under adverse oiroume
stances.

We received very good news from Lt. Antenio, which indlcated that
there is & radlo transmiiter and receiver near Amparo, and that subs
have slresdy been landing supplies in Mindanse, Will get more infeo at
Amparo,

April 29 - Thursday. At 0300 a carabas was killed and prepared for
uss TWe bhad fish, rioe and oarabao for breakfast and teck some of the
latter with us. At 0930 under way in five bancas going down the Umayan

. Blver. OQur party consisted of 14 Filipines plus our origimal 12,
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will mention s couple of additional items which are applicable to all
four days travel on foot. The jungle is [ull of leeches. They are
very thin and travel with a Jack knife motion and san worm their way
anywhere. Although we pull our socks over our trouser legs, they wear
leggings, they oun stlll zet on our feets They blow up like & balloen
with blood and can't be safely pulled off. They will drop off by ap=
plying fire or tobacco leafl to them. We got emough on us, but the
Pilipinos, belng barefooted, get many, many more, and thelir feet are
bloody messes by the ond of a day. For two days of our trip, we went
ahead of the cargadores and used & child Ata about 12 years old as a
guide. Te naued him "betel nut". He carried & 2 1/2 gal. can of rice
on his back. They use straps pussed over the shoulders, und another
strap over the hoad. They have great endursnce and are said to be able
to hike ¥ days without food so long ms they can chew betel nuts. We
ogarrled our omn rice with us and sll other provisions., It 1s remmrkable
what good fmed the Pllipincs are able to produce under adverse ofroums
ntunces.,

We recelved very good news from Lt. Antonio, which indlcated that
there is & radlo transmitter and receiver near Amparo, and that subs
have already been landing supplies in Mindsnae. Will get more info at
Aspare,

April 29 - Thursday. At 0300 a carabac was killed and prepared for
us. We had fish, rice and carmbao for breskfast and took some of the
lattor with us. At 0930 under way in five banoas going down the Umsyun

. ilver. Qur party consisted of 14 Filipinos plus our original 12,
-37-
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1115 - Entered the Agusan Elver, I noticed mamy floating houses. These
houses are not generally used for mcbile purposes but to adjust them-
solves to the rise sand fall of the river. Generally several familiess
get topether and land is planted, ete. MHad a very short trip todsy.
Stopped at a floating house about 1130 and cecked lunch. Omly travelled
for one hour after lunch until we arrived at Teogum, & group of about §
floating houses. One was vacated for us and here we spent the night.
Played some bridge in the afterncon. The might was disturbed many tines
by soeme halfe-crown kittens yowling snd trylng to get to where their mama
had been located before we moved her out. Apparently mamm deserted her
kittens without feeding them. Lt. Antonio said he was leaving for
Amparo tomorrow ith 14 men, We are taking four days this trip, the
reason being avallability of sultable stepping places.

April 50 = Friday, Under way eerly at 0750 as the day's trip will

be considerably lomger than yesterday's. 1256 - Stopped for lunch,
1425 = Under way. 1630 - Arrived Talseagan., The Japs have nover besn
here, There are 2 Dutch priests here. No soldiers mre stationsd here.
Peopls not mo cooporative. 2200 = Listened %o radic at priest's home.
Wot loud emough to cateh much news.

May 1 - Baturday. Most of us went to church, although enly one of
us is a Catholic. 0820 - Under way. 1300 - Stopped for lunch. 15650 -
Under way. The long tlme consumed at lunch was due to the fact that
the rice cooked for us this morming at Talacagan was undercooked and
spoiled and had to be throwm out. The cooking was done by Talmcaganites.

. 2000 - Arrived Esperanzs. A long, hard day, the last hour travelling
_i‘f_-
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after dark., Dus to diffioulties in getting food, ete., had supper at
2400,

May 2 - Sunday, 0930, Under way. Lateness due to preparation of
riee from palay and changing bancas. We secured a large, light one in
sxchange for our heavy, slow one. Met the wife of the Mayer of Davao
City at the beginming of the war. He is badly wanted by the Japs. Her
son is very 111 with malaria so gave her quinine. Today's trip should
require not over € hours of paddling. Stopped for lunch at Las Nieves
where & flesta was geing on. 1740. Arrived Amparc. There is mn Ameri-
oan sx=ocivilian, now 2Znd Lt. in the Army, here, named Mester. We were
quartered here for the night., Food supply is very limited. Learned
that Japs have reinforoed Butuan and have complete control in the im-
mediate sector only.

May 3 - Monday. 0930 - Departed with Cept. Shofmer, Lt. Tuvilla
and esocort under guldance of Lt. Viajar for Madina, HQ of Lt. Col.
MeClish, First hour by banca took us very close to Japs' river outpost.
At 1200 ate lunch at home of an Attorney, Mr. Banag, where there was a
fiesta golng on. We were 1 1/2 miles from Butuan. 1330 - Departed.
Left treil and took National Hoad € kilometers from Putuan, Hiked 10
kms, along the road to Buena-vista, arriving 1700. A Capt. Baxter is
in charge there. After eating we left by sailing banca for Medina at
2500. Supposed to be a 12 hour trip.

May 4 - Tuesday. What little wind exists is unfavorable. Under
these conditions the banom is propelled by one or two of the crew using
a soulling motien. 0730 = Put in teo Cayagan, a small, dirty barrio to

- ¥
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socures something for breskfast. We had only rice om board. The Mayor
was very old and spoke Spanish. The people were kind, glving us bananas,
camotes, 5 egzs, 2 chickens and & kid, Thoy killed and skinned the
latter. I left the Mayor some quinime. It is the first time I've ever
eaten roat or kid, and it was excellent; no odor whatsoever. The sun
poured down on us all day lomg. About 30 we stopped at Linugos and
got some coconuts, 2 ripe pineapples, fish and a 1ittle sugar and cof=
fee. Had a real feast tonight, The wind sprang up but was exactly dead
ahead, so our progress is still slow. Lt. Tuvilla has besn seasick the
entirs time, I neglected to mention timt Mr., Eriekenbeek is with us.
He is a 40=yoar old Dritisher, born in Ceylen, whose oclaim to fame is
that he has never slept with a white woman,

May § = Wednesday. At last Medina is in sightil I was begimuing
%o think it did not exiet. 0030 - Arrived at Medina, Lt.-Col. MeClish
is & very pleasant man and has done excellent werk in arganising the area.
Shofner and T had lunch with him at the home of sx-Jowvernor Pelaes, a
wealthy landowner. Lunch was excellent. 4eClish had an 11-plece or-
chastra play for us during the meal. We are staying at the home of Wr.
Tomas Reyes. The people are very willing to help Americans here. Li.
Tuvrilla and Mr, Eriekenbeek left at midnight via a metor sailboat which
was to plok up the remsinder of my party whom I had instructed to be in
Buenavista not later than May 6. I hated to leave Tuvilla and gave him
$100,00 to buy salt for the soldiers. Sent 2 slips to Teresite (age

§ yoars).
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May 7 - Thursday. A little befores noon Shefner and I left with
Moclish for Gingoog, on horseback. I've not beem on & horse for 15
years. Te stopped for lumch about § miles along the road at the house
of another Reyes., And wonder of wonders, had some resl Canadian Club
¥hiskey, Also planc music with the delightful meal. Stopped only
momentarily at Oingoog and rode 5 miles further to Anacan on business,
where a Mr, Walters, manager of the lumber mill, resides. Returned %o
Gingoog and apent the night at the house of still another Reyes. TWe
rode 20 miles today and I'm & bit sore but Shofner is much worse off
with four rumning sores of good sixe on his rear.

Moy T - Priday. Called on Mr. Peters, an Ameriocmn, employed at
Cavite by Paoifio Alr Base Contractors. He was shot by Leyte guerillas
and suffered a bad hip wound. Now gets arocund on orutches but one leg
is shorter than the other, In the afterncon, drove back in an alechol=
using Chevrolet, about 19351 vintape, to Medina or Kabug.

ay 8 - Saturday. Met Maj, Childress. Learm that oocmmuniocations
to GBQ are slow ond none too satisfactory. Went to a local danoe at
Oingoog this evening. The dance ie¢ a benefit for the army which gets
607 of the intake and thoy also have a juaint custom of selling flowers
from various ladies in the audiense. If you buy & flower you must dance
the next danse all by yourself with the lady from whom you bought the
flower. After much discussion ms to whether to retum te Gingoog or te
Medine for the mipght, we finally declded to return to Medina in & motor

banca. We were late getting started and in going from tie bemch to the

1 banos, & small gondola Lin whioch Col, MeClish and Maj. Childress were
i i
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riding, sack about hall way out. Fach was earrying a small bag and his
platol belt and by the time they had reached the larger banca, they
were both alscst exbmusted. A man in the banoa threw Maj. Childress a
1ine but as fast as Childress tried to heave himself aboard by ths line,
the boat-man kept paying out the lime, much to Childress' ammoyansce.

We (inally arrived in Hedina about 0800,

Moy § = Sunday, Have practioally no sleep as about 20 minutes after
By .u‘hl.rn from the dance the preceding night, the remainder of the group
with daj. dallmik arrived from Buenavista and I was busy all morning
getting themsettlod. '

Teday, ex-iovernor Pelesg is T4 years cld and had all Americans in
the vioinity to hias home for lunch., This evening we went to the flesta
at Duan Lunsod. It was very lovely. I wonderhow the Pilipinos hawve
managed to preserve their besutiful sustoms during the war.

Moy 10 - Monday. All of us had lunch with Capt. Sapanta at his
m;tm:.mnd. In the afternoon we returned to Medina and Chil-
dross, Mellnik send mysell left on Sapanta's moter=banga, our ultimate
destimntion belng Talakag. My intention was to see a Lt.-Commander Par-
sons, USHR, who lad been left here by submarine in March, on s specisl
intelligence mission.

May 11 - Tuesday, Arrived Daligasag about 0800 and went to the
home of Capt. Formashen. A birthday party for his sister-in-law was
in progress. It soems that everywhers we go in the Philippines this
moath, we stusble inte parties or ficetas of one type or another which

makes travelling s great plessure. Heres there was a planc and many
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young ladies who knew how to play, so we enjoyed heering many of our
old favorites again, We left Palingasag in the afterncon in order to
arrive at Fl Salvader by dawn., Capt. Sapanta had newver been to Hl
Salveder and could not be certain that he could lay = course direct to

that barrie. It was necessary to arrive st dawn because the Japs have

e patrol boat which leaves Cagaysn at about dawn, Turing the night the

wind blew up and 1t beoams gquite rought and also made 1t wmore 41fficuld
to arrive &t the sxact apot we desired to reach.

Vay 12 - Wednesday. We lay te sbout an hour before daylirht and
when daylight broke we were able to ses 3 smll supply vesssls between
us and Cagaysn, the nearest of which was only about 2600 yards distant
and mounted a S-inch gun in the bhow. We were fortunate in that, had
we left Balingasag an hour later we would probably have ended up in the
middle of these S Japanese ships. We were naturally quite nervous
sabout their resction to seeing s large two-masted banca nearby but
nothing happened snd when they turned to zo into the dock we followed
disorestly behind them until we were opposite our port of debarkatien.
Had droakfast and lunch at F1 Salvador before proceeding, both ufoot
and by horssback, to Pagatpat, where we spent the night, Here I met
Capt. Orinstead, an ex-civilian,

¥ay 13- Thursday., Departed for Talaksp about 0800 on horssbaeck.,
The trail passes over & fairly high rid:e and the country in general
reminds sne of farming country in inmumerable places in the ¥iddle TWost
if 1t were not Por coconut trees visible in almost any direction. The

natives have planted corn in place of risce, which plves the countryside
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this familiar sppearance. After about 11 kms. we ploked up & oar in
which we drove to the river. After ferrying the river we rode on a bus
to Talakag arriving about 1300, Here I met Lt.-Col. Bowler and Lt.-Com-
mander Parsons. I was very lucky to contast them as they had intended
to depart this morming for Malaybalay. After talking to Parsons, I
decided that there was no great hurry im my getting back to Medina and
as I badly needed a rest, - 1 have been on the road almost continuously
sinoe April 4 - we decided to remain here until Bowler and Parsons re-
turn from the jourmey on which they started on the following day.

Whon Lieutenant Commander Parsons returned I met him near the const
and on May 25 lef't for the town of Mimamis in the province of Misauis,
Ooclidental in whieh the headquarters of the Tenth Military Distrioct
were located. When I first arrived at & radio station, about May €, I
had the following two dispatohes sent to the radio station which com-
municates with Australian

"FOR COMMANDFR NAVAL FORCES SOUTHWEST PACIFIC

INFO COMMANDER MARINE PORCES

FROMLIEUTENANT COMMANDER MELVYN h. MC COY

ARRTVED AFPTER ESCAPE FROM AMERICAN PRISONER OF VAR CAMP DAVAO WITH

THRER MARINE OFFICERS Gl‘;‘ﬂﬂ SHOFNER, THREE AIR CORPS, CAPTAIN

DYESS, ONE CAC, MAJOR MELLNIK AXD TWO SERGEANTS X ALL CAPTURED

BATAAN AND CORREGIDOR HAVE EXTENSIVE INFO REGARDING COREEQIDOR X

BRAUTALITIES AND ATROCITIES WITH EXTRPMELY HEAVY DEAT! TOLL TO WAR

PRISONERS DUR SAME X HAVE SOUE INPO RE DAVAO FPROVINCE X IF PRAC-

TICABLE REQUEST ENTIRE PARTY PLUS TWO FILIPINOS WHO AIDED ESCAPE

DEPART HERE VIA NEXT TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE X"
-
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"FOR LIEUTEXANT OENERAL HICHARD K. SUTHEMLAND, OENFRAL HEADJUART

U.8, ARMY FORCES IN AUSTRALIA

FROM MAJOR STEPHEN M, MELLNIK.

HAVE ESCAPED WITH JEVEN OFPICERS A'D TWO EMLISTED MEN FROUJAPANESE

WAR PRISONERS' CAXP I¥W DAVAQ PENAL COLONY X LIFUTFNANT COMMANDER

MC COY U & WAVY EAS REQUESTED SENIOR NAVAL OFFICER IN ATSTRALIA

FPOR SUBMARINE TRANSPORTATION TO AUSTRALIA X WILL YOUR OFFICE AS-

SURE A FAVORABLE ANSWER X JAPS VIOLATING ALL RULES 0OF WARPARE AND

DECENCY X FIFTY PERCENT USAFFE FORCES SUR"WDERED IV DATAAN MO DEAD

FROM MALNUTRITION AYD UISBASES X REMAINDERIN VARIOUS STAGES OF

EERI BERI, DYSENTERY, LALARIA AND BLINDNESS DUE TO VITAMIN DEFI-

CIENCY X WAINRRIGHT, MOORR, BEZBE, DRAKE 000D HEALTH AT SURRENDER X

WEGARDS COLONEL DILLER, GINERALS MARQUAT A'D WILLOUOHTY X ROPE

TO S8EE YOU S00N.X"

Lisutenant Colonmel Fertig, head of the guerills foreces, had not
only not sent either message but had mot informed me that le would ree
fuse to forward them. While waiting in Talakag for the return of Lisu=
tenant Commander Parsons I sent a radio to Colonel Fertig askin: whether
ny messages had been formarded. He did not answer, slthough communiea~
tion between the two points was easy. T understand that Colonel Perilg
finally sent & message stating, in offect, "LIEUTENANT COMMANDER MC COY
AND MAJOR MELINIK HAVE ARRTVED NAVING ESCAPED FPROM AMERICAY PRTSON CAMP
AT DAVAO," PRis handling of this matter, in my opinien, was unfortunate,
85 sach of the other sewven sx-prisoners who did not get to come with me
know of incidents related to Japanese conduct towsrds Americans differmt
from those known to the three of us.

b
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I remained in Msanis with Major Mellalk until) June 26, ot which
time I 1sf% by a four-knot unprotested motor lsunch snd proceeded %o
Poni Peclo. TFrom there we hiked to Colomel Fertig's main radic station.
Lisutenant Comsander Parsons arrived there on July 1 and Major Dyess om
July 2. On July 5 we departed to make our remdesvous with the submarines.
This particular trip turned out to be very Jiffleult but the incldemts
would be mainly of intsrest in story telling and mct ss an offiolal doou=
ment. Vo had consideradle troudle at all times althoush tHfs Mot onoe
turned out very favorably for us. At one point of the Journey the
Japenese weres following us and they were looking for usjy and owr [uide
lost us. Them we got fack on the maln trail we found that we were be-
lmiﬂulq-ﬁ;:u-nnunuﬂuumqt-auth:dt-hnd
to the right and progeeded to our destipation in a ~owndabent mermer.
At cne point we had %o eross & oreeldile-infagted giream throurh a flve=
knot ourrent, bath ends of the bridze being Lurned sub, dut the center
remained. Lisutenant Commander FParscs used groat insenulty (n ‘evising
a way so that we could get across without getting wet, At another
time we had to oross & stroam, with a eurremt of about oight knots, and
that was sccomplished by the construction of a hamboo raft, but we olmost
were washed all the way down to the ocast bhefore belng able to get see
cured on the other side; and had the river not had a fortultious bend
in 1t, the results might lave been disastrous. Om the day om which we
had the most guide troudble, we hiked from 0000 to 1000 without stopping
for food, and tad had no breakfast. The contact schaduled with the sub-

marine oame off perfectly without any delay.

—#7-
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Food ived and General leslth Conditions in Prison

The food supply at Camp O'Donnell was generally the same as that at
Cabanatuan, so only the latter will be deseribed,

For breakfast we were rationed one mess kit of lugno which ia a
rice and water comcootion. At noon mad aight we received one mess kit
of steamed rice with not over a half canteen supful of watery, greenish-
eolored soup, sometimes with no substance in it. When there wns sub=
stance it consisted of camote tops. iIn the five months that I was there
the only piece of meat I ever received was about one=quarter of an i{nch
oubs. This great event happensd once. At one time the Japanese gave
us three chickens and nine eggs for esch mess of 500 men i na doubt seo
that they eould slaim in their propagands that we were fed on chicken
eand egge. As polished rice containg ne vitamine whatsoswver and {ta
ealorie wvalue i# about ome=third that of the next lowest cereal, this
diet would not sustain 1ife,

Many prisoners had some money and finally machinery was set up
whereby those with money sould purchase through a prisen store various
items-—all ordered in advance. The main items were carned sardines and
canned milk. It wes very difficult to get any fresh fruit although the
surrounding country absunded im 1%, fugar and salt were obteinable at
very low prices and, in general, were purchased by the small amunt of
profit made by tho ship's store so that sugar and salt eould be fure
nished to all hands in prison regardless of their fimaicial condition.
It was therefore possible, if a priscner had about 25 pesos a month,
to barely exist by supplementing the Jupanese diet with supplies frem

- & -
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the store. Thoss who had no money became vietims of beri berl and
sourvy. Death ocourred quite regularly by the end of the fifth month
of captivity. It is worthwhile noting that the death rate at Cabanatuan
decraasad steadily from July to September, but was on the inorease again
in Ootober. At the time T left Cabanatuan, October 27, 1042, many men
were poing blind from lack of Vitamin A.

0ld B14bid prison in Manila is the losation of the Wawval Hosp!tal
unit from Canseao, Cavite, The food thers ig & 1ittle better than at
Cabanatuan and a ship's store is almo operated there. A%t Daveo prisen
ganp when I arrived November 7, the food there was so much bettar than
1 had been accustomed to that I thourht 1t was excellsnt. The diet was
still rios, but with each mesl we received some vegetables such as
camotes, green papayas, oasavas, or coocking bananss. Alse, at least
onoe & day we gensrally had mongol beans which are very mourishing.

Howsver, & grest many of those prisoners who had just arrived from
Cabanatuan had slready had symptoms of berl berl and now besame seriously
§11 with it. The diet at the Camp was not sufficlent to keep them from
sliding backwards, although 1f you did not have beri beri you could held
your own. Advanced cases of beri berl were semt to the hospital. It
was s pathetie sight to visit the hosplital and watch the people sitting
a1l day lon; massaging their toes snd their fingers. They lose appetite
and generally need a marcotic in order that they may be able to aleep.
However, dus to the botter diet at Dawvao prison the decline of these
patisnts was very slow and only s fow died. Now and then we received a

meat gravy dus to the faot that a oarabac or steer died of old age.

-
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There are 600 head of oattle and garabac on the penal farm of which
only 200 are needed for workin; the farm, and there are many cattle
aocessible outside of the selomy. The Japansse would not lat us have
meat regularly mo matter now much was available. When a carabac doos
die the Japanese (250 in the camp) always take the choioest parts and
leave the remainder for the 2,000 prisoners.

In early January the Red Cross supplies, brought over in one of
the Japansse diplomatic wessels, arrived. Each man rossived two indivi-
dual packages and fiftesn cans of ¢arnsd beefl or meat and vegetable
stew, and these were issued to him at the rate of two cans per week,
This food wag a 1ife saver and was tha best Christmas present that any
of us ever had received. In addition to the food there was an ample
supply of quinine and sulfa drugs, There was an inadequate supply of
vitamin B) solution. However, there was sufficient medicine for beri
beri that sven the most severe cases in the hospital {mproved beyomd
deseription to the point where men who kad been given less than a week
to live were able to totter around. Unfortunately, unless such supplies
oan contimue to arrlve these men will slip backwards asain and will be
joined by many others. TUndoubtedly a portion of the Ned Cross supplies
must have gone to the Camp at Cabanatuan and must have saved even more
lives there than at Davac. As mentioned in the artiele on atrocities,
the Japansse, in effect, confiscated the Red Cross food, and by the
middle of March the Red Cross supplies had venished btut the Japanese
d4id not restore our former rations. The ration which I recelved at

Davap for the last three weeks bofore my eocape was the same but in
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smalles quantity than that glven me at Cabanatuan at the time I left.
Our supply of vegetables was completely out off but sometimes in the
evening we had one tablespoonful of mengel beans.

This last diet will not support life and this camp is unfortunate
in that evem though you have money there is nothing to buy. A small
store has been set up in which one cam purchase tobaocco and perhaps
onoe a week a small amount of [ried banansa. The colony abounds in
fresh frult which the Japanese would not let us bring in. They punished
us seversly if they caught us stealing it. However, those on working
details managed to augment their daily ration with fruits they found
in their area. This is a wasteful method and the supply of fruit was
being rapidly depleted.

The thousand prisoners at Davao who had been captured in the Vieayan
Islands at Mindanso had suffered no foed shortage during the war and were
in excellent physical condition at the time they arrived at Davao. As
a result of this and the medicines received from the Red Cross on June
1943, the death rate at Davao prison has been quite low--approximately
three per month,

Cabenatuan and Daveo are the only two Ameriocan prison camp ln the
Frdlippines, although there are isolated working parties of Americans
elsewhere in the Philippines such ss in the Manila port area and in
Palawan., The situation regarding diet at esch oammp at the time I was
last thore will eause many deaths unless it is rectified, I understand
that the Japanese olaim to be giving the prisoners the same diet that
a Japanese soldler gets. For breakfast he generally has a vitaminized

R
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mash together with his rice. At noon he has fish and vegetables with
his riee. At night he has his biggest meal and meat is almost always
served with 1%,

I fesl that if we could arrange to provide the prisoners with a
vitanmin pill which contains vitamins A, B, C, and N in such a way that
one pill per day would be sufficient so that they could get by evem en
the present insufficient dlet. I understand that the Japanese will not
permit us to supply priseners with anything like that. I‘I!.lpcrruﬂyi
Mmhmﬁ-pﬂ—mﬂmhmmlﬂﬂwdﬁﬂm‘l
without the Japanese knowing snything about it, Detalled plams som- |
oerning that have been taken up with interested parties at Australian i:
Headquarters.

-._j"".,?_
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Brutalities and Atrocities

Miscellaneous Violations of International Law by the Ja

In detailing the brutalities and atrocities I am mentioning only
those which T know from personal experience or which ware the personal
axperience of a responsible offiger who himself told them to me.

After the fall of Bataan on Aril §, aprreximately 10,000 Americans
and 45,000 Filipinos were marched Lo San Fernando, Pampanges, a distance
of about 120 miles. These prisoners were marched in different groups,
naturally, and some groups were treated much more terribly than othars.
In most cases they were given no food and no water. One officer stated
that in seven days of marching he received only one mess kit of rice
and nothing to drink, 1If a Filipino was unable to keep upon the march
and fell out he was sussarily disrosed of and left by the side of the
road, He was generally killed by bayonetting or shooting. In the case
of Americans they were generally rewoved from the imcedlate vicinity of
the road and shot just out of sight of the priscners.

Dua to the fact that there was no water allowed or given, many
prisoners were foreed to drink from carabao wallows and probably con-
tracted dysentery therefrom., There were instances of Filipinos being
buried while still alive and the Japanesse sade it a point to use Amerlcan
of ficers to do the burying.

Major Nelger, U.S.A., a West Point graduate, stated to ze in
Cabanatuan that he had buried #ilipinos alive soveral times and would

never forget to his dying day the plcture of their hands reaching up
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through the soll trying to claw thelr way cutj nor the time he was forced
by the Japanese guard to club one of them down again ints the grave with
the shovel.

During the march almost all groups passed through a town called
iubao and were kept there overnight. They were quartered in a large
Hﬂlﬁﬂ.nfnlwﬂnﬁthmﬂMhﬂﬂthmllmdnmﬂm
near the floor of the building. The prisoners were crowded into the
building in such a way that there was scarcely room to sit, First, the
mwuwimtmmmuumma,mm-
all to standj then when the building seemed to be completely full, mere
prisoners were placed just outside the door and a line was attached to
one corper of the bullding with guards on the other end, This was used
to squeese those outside into the building, and the place was then closed
up for the night., The prisoners were not allowed to leave for amy reason
whatsoever and had to use the place naturally as a latrine right where
they sat orstood. After several groups had passed through Lubao it can
easily be imagined that the building became quite filthy, especlally as
many of the prisoners wers already feeling the effects of dysentery.
There were quite a few dead when the march started the follewing day.

At San Fernando they were placed in iron box cars, 100 to the car.
This left no room whatsoever in which to sit, there being just enough
room to stand, and then the sliding doors were closed. They were taken
to Capis, Luson, a two or three hour trip. This was always dons in the
heat of the day so that the conditions within the cars were such that had

_‘J-f- Th Ala &
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mwlpmhmnmmrmumdnwnﬂddmtmr
have ensued., At Capls they were marched to the prison camp at Camp
O'Donnell, The Japanese had made no preparations for recelving the
mmm-npmmutummtmmu
1like Americans and that he didn't care how many of the prisomers died.
M-mnﬂrlnulnnwlmmmm-ntwinmuﬂrm
was polluted with dysentery.

The death rate there was so alarming that the Japs moved the
Americans to Cabanatuan and discharged many Filipinos whom they realised
would undoubtedly die shortly, but preferred to have them die in the
bosom of their fmmilies rather than in the camp. lHowever, approximately
27,000 Filipino prisoners died in the camp itself. At Cabanatuan the
death rate for the first two months was 30 Americans per dayj bubt the
dead wers left lying around the camp imstead of being taken over to
the hospital, This campat that time was in charge of a Japanese cor=-
pwﬂ,mmwuumnfﬂmiuummnhtdn.dnhpm
lieutenant colonel named Mori arrived and took command, Lieutenant
Colonel Mori formerly operated a bicycle shop in the eity of Manila.

It was alsmost impossible to get a sick man into the hospital unless
he was practically dead—the Japanese did not want to have their roll
calls distrubsd by these transfers. Lieutenant Comsander A. E. Harris,
USN, died after being unconseious for four days in my living quarters.
During this time we made every effort to have him transferred to the
hospital, Permission was finally obtained but he died as he was being
carried through the hospital gate. Such incldents are not unusualj but,

in fact, are common.
.
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Medicines are almost non—existent in the hospltal. There were
sons medicines available inm Manila and the Milippine Red Cross was
more than amcdious to let our hospital at Cabanatuan have itj but at
first the Japanese refused. They later apparently became alarmed at
conditions in the camp and had their cwm doctors make a survey of these
conditions, as a result of which we were finally permitted to recsive
some medicine, mainly quinine, from the Mhilippine Red Cross. However,
after these medicines arrived the Japanese kept them and would not
releass them to our doctors for some time, during which time many died
of malaris. They told the dectors that they would release the medicine
after they had taken an inventory of it, which they were in no hurry to
do. The amount of medicine received was inadequate to last for but a
short period of time.

Occasionally the Japanese, particularly the interpreters, would
brutally beat or slap Americans without cause. We wers required to
move some Mipa shacks from one portion of the camp to ancther, This
was very heavy work and taxed the men's strength. Although they were
doing the best they could, the Japansse non—c¢om in charge of the moving
belabored them vigorously with a large heavy riding erop and serious
demage was suffered by several Americans.

Lieutenant Colonsl Cain of the 200th National Guard, while acting
as Executive Officer of the camp, was struck behind the ear with a riding
erop by a Jap interpreter. le now suffers perlodically from very severe
headaches, with growing paralysis. This condition has been agrravated by
another slapping at the hand of the Japanese interpreter in the Davao
Penal Colomny.

_'.‘“..
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The Japanese after one march from Cabanatuan and into the surround-

i ing neighborhood returned singing with & Filipino head dangling from a

| pole. This head was put on a fence picket on the main road and left

| there sbout & week for passerbys to take warming.

; About Septesber 30, Lieutenant Colonels Biggs and Breitung, U.Sd.,
and Lieutenant R. D. Oilbert (CEC), USHR, attempted to escape. They
were apprehended and beaten soversly by the Japanese imwediately. The
Japanese system of beating is to use clubs and feet mainly in the
vicinity below the knees until the victim falls down and he is kicked
and stomped upon then. After these preliminary beatings, the men were
taken to a house just outside the camp at one cormer, located om the main
road. They were stripped and tied up with thelr hands behind them and
beaten more or less contimuously throughout the day. They were nude
during this time and were not allowed to have food or water. Every
Filipinio who passed along the road was stopped and required to beat all
three men im the face with a two-by-four board. If the Filipino did not
strike them hard enough the Japanese beat the Filipims, After three days
of this it was imposaible to recognize any of the officers. Thay were
also left naked in the open during a typboom for ome day. At the end
of this time all three were dragged off for execution. Ume officer's
(probably Colomel Biggs) ear was lieing upon his shoulder. The Japanese
reparted that they shot two and beheaded Biggs. These officers were not
given any kind of trial whatsoever as required by International Law,

About July 1, 1542, six Aserican prisoners, all enlisted men, were
t apprehended by the Japanese for dealing with Filipinos to get food, which
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The Japanese after one march from Cabanatuan and into the surround-
ing neighborhood returned sinzing with s Filipino head dansling from a
pola. This head was put on a fence plcket on the maln road and left
there asbout a week for passerbys to Lake warming.

About Septesber 30, Lieutenant Colomels Bipgs and Hreituns, U.Sdh.,
and lieutenant R. D. Gilbert (CEC), USHR, attempted to escape. They
were aprrehended and beaten severely by the Japanese im ediately. The
Japanese system of beating is to use clubs and feet mainly in the
vicinity below the knees until the victim falls down and he is kicked
and stosped upon then, After these preliminary beatlngs, the men were
taken to a house just outaide the camp st one corner, located on the main
road. They were stripped and tied up with thelr hands behind them and
beaten more or less contimuously throughout the day. They were nude
durins this time and were not allowed to have food or water. Every
Filipinio who passed along the road was stopped and required to beat all
three men in the face with a two=by=four board. If the Filipino did not
strike them hard enough the Japanese beat the Filipino., After three days
of this it was imposaible to recognize amy of the officers. Thay were
also left naked in the open during a typhoon for one day. At the end
of this time all three were dragped off for execution. Unme offlcer's
{probably Colomel Bisgs) ear was lieing upon his shoulder. The Jaranese
reported that they shot two and beheaded Bigps., These officers were not
given any kind of trial whatsoever as required by International Law.

About July 1, 1542, six Aserican prisoners, all enlisted men, were
anprehended by the Japanese for dealing with Filipinos to get food, which
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they were selling at hirh prices through a "black market." These men
wore tiled out in the hot sun to a fence rost for LB hours without food
or mter, Finally one of them, crased with thirst, got loose from his
bonds and ran back into the prison camp, having been tied up outside.
He went straight to his barracks and got a drink of water and remained
in his barracks after that. The Japmese found him there, tock him

out and summarily shot him, and also shot the other five Awericans who
were still tied up., This also was done without any trial and on the

excuse that this particular msm was irying to eseape.

A working party of 50 Americans—enlisted men—repairing the Calumpit
Bridge under guard was attacked one night by Filipino guerillas. The
guerillas killed several Japsnese guards and wounded others and got mway.
The Japanese selected five Americans at random from the working party
and shot them on meccount of this attack.

At the Davac Femal Colomy, about April 1, 1543, the Japanese guard
in a sentry tour by the hospital shot and killed an Army hospital corps-—
man by the name of McFee. NeFee was digging camotes undermeath the
tower and Just outside of the hospital compound fence, HNe became thirsty
and called to one of his buddies on the other side of the fence and
asked him to throw over a canteen of water. When this was done and as
NcFee was stooplng to plek up the canteen, the guard above him shouted
at him. McFee, after picking up the canteen, opened the cap and let
some of the water trickle out to show the guard that it was an innocent
act. While pouring the water, the guard shot MeFee, the bullet entering
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they were selling at hich prices throuwgh a "black market," These men
were tled out in the hot sun to & fence -ost for L3 hours without food
or mater. Finally one of them, crased with thirst, got loose from his
bonds and ran back into the mrison eamp, having been tied up outaide,
e went straight to his barracks and got a drink of water and remained
in his barracks after that. The Japemose found him there, took him
out and summarily shot him, and also shot the other five A-ericans who
were still tied up. This also was done without any trial and on the
excuse that this particular man was tryins to escape.

A woriing party of 50 Americans—enlisted mem—resairins the Calumpit
Bridge under puard was attacked one night by Filipino puerillas, The
guerillas killed several Japanese puards and wounded others and got away.
The Japanese selected five Americans at random from the working party
and shot them on accomnt of this attack,

At the Davao Fenal Colomy, about April 1, 1943, the Japanese jruard
in a sentry towr by the hospital shot and killed an Army hospital corps—
man by the name of ¥cPee, UNeFoe was dipging camotes undernesth the
tower and just outside of the hospital compound fence. le became thirsty
and called to one of his buddies on the other side of the fence and
asked him to throw over a canteen of water. When this was done and as
McFee was stoopins to plek up the canteen, the juard above him shouted
at him. WeFee, after pleking up the cantoen, openod the cap and let
gsone of the water trickle out to show the guard that it was an innocant
act, While pouring the water, the guard shot ¥eFee, the bullet entering
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his shoulder and coming out the lower abdomen which shows that the
firing took place from almost directly above. The Japanese agaln
tried to blame the shooting on an atteapted escape on the part of
McFee, NcFoe had no clothing or equipment of any kind with him.

Many prisoners are becoming afflicted with scurvy due to a lack
of Vitemin C. There are mamy lemons, a rich source of Vitemin C, in
the Devao Penal Colomy. The Japanese themselves do not like lemons
and will not permit us to have any, and during rains I have scen over a
thousand lemons at one time floating down stream and out of the Colomy.

Une American white woman was raped on Bataan by two Japanese two
weeks after she had had a baby. An Army officer was a witness to this.
One of the ocutstanding vislations of Internmational Law was the fact
that after the capture of Bataan they installed artillery within and
closely adjacent to cur field hospitals which were still crowded with
sick and wounded with t he result that instructions were given on
Corregidor not to fire on these batteries.

The Japanese did not permit us to send any notice home until on
January 1, 1943. We were then permitted to make out cards and again a
month later. Whether or not these cards ever arrived I do not know but
I believe that International Law requires that the opportunity to make
out such notifications shall be afforded to all prisonors immediately
after their capture.

In my eleven months of imprisomment I was pald once, receiving the
sun of 25 Japanese printed pesos, to get which I had to sign up for about
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8L00. We were assured that the remainder was on deposit to our credit
in the Japanese bank at Davao City, and the Japansse even went so far
as to charge uvs one peso for samufacturing our "chop"-——our signature.
They did not furnish us with ouwr "chop.” However, the Japanese were
preparing to pay us again at the time that I escaped and they had already
paid warrant officers and second licutenants. On this second payment the
amount was increased so that I would have dravm 50 pesos had T remained
to be paid, The payment was made on a sliding scale dowmard according
to rank and enlisted men were not paid at all, The Navy and Marine Corps
officers had already set up & board which divided sume of the monay
received by the officers among the Navy and Marine Corps enlisted person—
nel, The Army was attempting to put the sase idea into effect.

At the Davao prison camp there arrived early in January 1943, Red
Cross supplies, which I understand were brought by the Japanese vessel
which had been used in the exchange of diplomats. Fach man received
two individual boxes and fifteen cans of elther corned beef or meat and
vegetable stew. These cans were distributed to us at the rate of two
cans a woek, Imsodiately upon receipt of these supplies the Japmnese
discontimed giving us any of our regular ration except for plain, simple
rice; vhoreas, befors we had been petting some vegetables and now and
then maat if a carabas should die of old age. Thedr stoppine of the
regular ration to us, in effect, conctituted a confiscation of the Red
Cross supplies as the Japanese gquartermaster could then put into hils om
pocket the money which he was supposed to use to feed us. Unfortunately,

t after these fed Cross supplies gave out in about eisht weeks, the
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Japanese did not go back to the previous raticn. Thiz will be covered
elsewhere under the subject of "Food."

The Japanese roquire every one at the Davao prison camp to work
and they make no distinction between officers and men in the type of

work. !hll-ud-nucnqnonﬂnmﬂa-m-u|nnauﬁulindiﬂhm-¢1ﬂum.
between the work dome by enlisted wen and officers. However, officers ;
of all ranks and up to the age of LS are required to work under very )
adverse circumstances in rice paddies, harvesting and planting rice. '
I, pnwuuﬂl;;tud.buiﬂlnnuut-hmu-ulijhﬁuuu,l-uumldmmnlull,
llﬂﬂti;ﬂtl,lﬂ!dnlﬂhmrIIHM'Ith.m:lwnﬂﬂlﬂ!huihlhllimﬂ}‘d

to perfors for anyone. The Japanese would not permit us to do useful y
farming to =maintain ourselves, but used us to work for civilian Japanese

firms, such as locging covpanies.

4
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mmimuﬁwdﬂMnm,fﬂm“tpﬂ,hﬂ
in & school house. Lieutenaat J. E. Bullock, Supply Corps, UuSalay
wwwmpmnmnm&mmmm:m
house sbout dusk in May 19542, and was waiting there until it became
ﬁl,uﬁﬂkuwldlttupbhuguth‘m:hlhﬁwmm. #hile
waiting he changed his mind according to his statement made to friends
and returned to his quarters. A Fllipino reported to the Japenese that
an American had tried Lo escape. The Jaranesc questlioned Americuns and
no one adaitted to the acl. mmpmummmnmmm
ﬁlhﬂﬁdmﬂmﬂﬁmlﬂiﬂdﬂlydtﬁmm. They then
mmmmmmmmmtmhmmﬂduimﬂ-
mtmwulmnmurhdumnﬂnfﬂum-hnhubm
under the school house. Lieutenant Bullock them stated that if the
Japanese would agree not Lo reap any retaliation on the other prisoners
he would admit to being the prisoner ia question. The Japanese agreed and
kept the bargain. The other Americans were returned to the school house
at once and Bullock a lew days later. He recelved no punishment and, in
dm,mmmmtwn-mw-ﬂmugm. The Japan-
ﬂﬂtﬁt.htﬁlhtm,irmnttnﬂadulmpnmdm
caught, he would be executed, and that if they eacaped successfully Colonel
Cornell, the American Comsander, would be executed.

Sometime later two Filijyimte were aprrehended tinkering with the
light switch at the Jajanese [rlson headmarters. The Japancse construed
this as an effort on the part of the Filipinos to escape. About two o'clock
—mmmmmmmwmwm-mtw
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were poing to execute the twe Filipinos and Lieutenant Bullock, and
desired to know if he wished te witness the execution. Colonel Cornell
refused. The Japanese took Lieutenant Bullock out then and he had no
inkling that he was shout Lo be executed. As hewent through the gate
one Japanese sald to him, "You had betier tell your friends goodbye," and
Bulloek turned and waved and said, "See you later, boys.” The Japanese
reported that they beheaded HSullock. At no time did he receive any trial
nor was it, in effect, over shown that he made a definite attempt to
escape, as he returned to his quarters of his own volition.

Radic Mectrician J. 5. Leroy, U.S.N., was picked up by the Japansse
on Cebu before surrender and with three Filipinos was in a cell in the
Cebu city jall. When American officer prisoners were taken to the jail

after the surrender some were assigned to his eell, lis clothes and
those of the Filipinos, with other itess such as tollet gear, were still
in the cell and nona of the fowr were ever seen again. Filipino occupants
of the jall stated that Leroy and the three Filipinos from the same cell
ware executed by tho Japanese.

The incidents related in the preceding two paragraphs were recited

to me by Lieutenant Charles Slaln, U.S. Naval Heserve, who acted as a
kind of liaigon officer between the Americens and the Japanese.

e o

Shortly after the surrender of Mindanao some American prisoners

were concentrated at Dansalan, Lanao, and Mindanao, They were later marched
to the seaport of Iligan, a distance of sbout twonty miles. Although
these prisconors had shoes thoy were required to ecarry them and walk bare—
footed, and throughout the journsy all prisoners were linked with each

1
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other by wire. On this trip the Jajanese executed three Aserican
M“-I“Hnﬂlhmuhﬂ
| of the executions is eertain.
I
I
I
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DISPOSITION OF REMAINDER OF ESCAFED PRISONERS

Captain A. C. Bhefner, U.8.M.C., 1ot L. Jack Hawkine, U.5.M.C., lst
Lt, Michasl Dobervieh, U.5.M.C., Znd Lt. (AC, Eng.) L. A. Boelens, U.S.A.,
fnd Lt. (AC) Samusl Orashie, U.3.A., 8gt. R. B. Spielman, U.5.A., and
Sgt. Paul Marshall, U.S.A., are still on the island of Mindanao with the
guerilla foress. BEach one has had his own individual experiences as
to Japanese treatment and atroocities practiced upon Ameriocans. Thess
men esoaped from the prison camp, not to Join the guerillas, and not
just to effect their own persemal freedom, but for the purposs of re-
joining their omn fighting forces, where they would hawve a chance to get
back at the Japanese without being behind the eight-ball all the time.
while I realise it would not be feasible to divert any naval vessel for
the purpose, I sarnestly request that if a submarine should touch any
whers in that arsa in the performance of other assigned duties, that
these seven officers and men be ploked up. I also susgest that this
piek up be made even though it means keeping the seven on board through-
out & war patrel as it could easily happen that at the end of a patrol
thess ssoaped prisoners could not be available due to the rapidly chang-
ing situaticn between the guerillas and the Japansse. These men had
been perfeotly willing to risk their lives to try and make a reasonably
dangerous voyage by sailboat and I oannot teo strongly request con-

sideration of this plea.
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The two Pilipines who guided the party, Bemigno de la Orus, and
Vietorio Jumarung, only asked that they be allowed to asccompany us on
the sailboat mnd that Lf we reached safety I interoede to obtain a
pardon for them. Jumarung has served eleven yeara of & 1ifa term for
homicide and de la Crus - nine years of a seventeen ysar sontencs, Both
of theas men were helpful, willing, and courageous and neither was of
the hardened oriminmal type. I request that President Tueson be asked
to issue them a pardon to be affected when practioabls,

In case any publicity is even given to this escape it mizht be
posaible that the pressnce of thess two Pilipinos would be desired here
or in the United States for propaganda purposes in promotin: Fil-

Amsrican harmony and coeperation,
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MISCELLANEOUS

American and British eivilians, including Army and Navy female
murses, were interned at the Santo Tomas University in Vamila. I
understand that in Jume, Yanila radio announced that the internces
were belng transferred to Los Banos. I also understand that thelir treat-
ment has been satisfactory as they are allowed to supplement the diet
furnished them with money cbtained from friends in lanila and from the
Pilippine Red Cross. Lt. Comdr., Parsons has considerably more detailed
information than I on this subject.

The staff of the U, 8, laval Hospital at Canacao, Cavite, were in-
terned first at Santa Scholastica on Pemnsylvania Street in lanila, then
noved to the Pasay Elementary School and finally sbout July 1, 15k2 moved
to 01d Bilibid Prison, Hanila, where they are still located. According
to most Tecent reports by guerilla sples they were not permitted to re—
tain their surgieal equipment and have very little medicine.

The field hospitals in Batasn were eventuslly recoved to Camp #1,
at Cabanatuan, This hospital had prectically no medicines whatsoever
and v ery little equipment. The Corregider hospital was moved first to
the old top-side hospital and later evacuated, the patients golng to
01d Bilibid in Manila and the murses to Santo Tomas University. The
majority of the doctors were sent to Uld Bilibid. The Davao Hospital
was allowed to retain much of its Army medical and surgical equip-
ment and in addition has the use of what equipment was in the comviect

hospital in the pemal colony. However, there was very little medicine
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svailable in Devao Penal Colony exeept that which arrived in Jemmary
1943 in the Red Cross supplies.

At the time I left Cabanatuan, the Japanese wers selding out
American doetors to mccompany all departing prisoner details including
those golng to Japan.

The Japanese were using American divers to try and bring up the
silver which was dumped over the slde near Corregidor, The Japs used
Filipino divers to locate the silver and Americans to bring it up.

The morals of American prisoners is generally fair and exceptiom-
ally good considering the clrcumstances under which they are living.
The majority of them keep their morale up by believing that help is
just around the cormer, As far as I know there has only been one
sotual suloide due to mental depression. At Dawveo a couple have tried
to kill themselves due to the intense pain they are constantly suffer—
ing from beri-beri. Their attempt failed.

Lt. Comdr, Frits Worcester, U.5.N.R.: Lt, Sam Wilson (I.V.3.),
U.8.%.R.; and Ens, I. D. Richardson, U.5.N.k., are free on the island
of Mindanso, The former two have lived in the Philippines a consid-
erable length of time and might posaibly have infermation of consid-
srable value, Lt. Comdr. Worcester and Lt. Wilson are now deep in
the jungle in hididg from the Jepanese, Lt, Comdr, Vorcester has
already withstood one seige of hiding out and it is my persenal
opinion upon ¢lose observatlon that he may treek down mentally if he
undergoes another such perled. I knmow of only five Navy enlisted men
in the guerilla forcee on Mindanso, I do not know thelr initials or
ratas but will try estimeting thelr rates:

S
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C.M.,M, Offerts, R.M. 2/c Konkoj 8.C. 1/c Napolina; M.M. 1/o Lewls,
and Tuggle, rate unknown. I believe that all of these men were
attached to the Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron 3.
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COEENT A8 SN TION

(s) It is perfectly fessibls to contect 1esponsible ‘merlean
of ficers in the [wvao fenal Colony from the mortherm side of the
colony without the Japs finding it out. This ls dus to the fact
that they have imsricans gathering flrevood or log lng in the Jungle
iteslf. These working detaila are guarded by about two Japancse
vho in generul are afraild of petting nesr tho Jungle and do not
maintain a closs wateh on the prisomers. It seemed to be a generel
sertinent amorg the Jepanese guards thot the Jungle was infested by
loros ready to lop off thelr heads, Accordingly, 1t would not te
impossibtle to deliver to & responallile ‘merican prisomer altiple
Vitanin Pills and intra-venous vitamin Iy solutions. I left in
#indaneo detailed sketches and information regarding the prison
canp itself,

Lt. Comir. Pearsons sssures me that he could get similar medicines
smugiled into the rison at Cobamatuan, If these mediclnes could be
sent in I believe that deaths could be reduced 307,

(b) In case we should contemplate sudden sttack on Vindsnao
I suggest that the prisoners there be delivered by the guerillas
forces ndjscent to the camp about four deys lefore the attack. fe—
cause of the Japanese attitude towards desth it is quile possible
that in cese of & general attack on Hndamao the jrisan acthoritles
might sttempt to exterminats the prisoners. [fince they are ofben
confined in a very omall ares comaisting of eight elosely apeced
barracks morounded by bebbed wire, the Japs would be alle Lo earyy
out this plan before many /mericans could get over Lhe ence.
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(e) If 1t is ever intended that useful informetion be received
from indenao and the Philippines in genernl, I recommend that our
people be furnished with standard portable commmication equipment,
and Navy type strip eiphers of limited disposition, with treined

r personnel. to observe and operate. If possible, there should be
8ome means of direct communloation between the master statiom im
the Fhilippines and the Navy station VIXF at Ferth, Becauss of the
exseeding diffieulty of comwmmnieating by any means other than radio
between points within the Philippines, an internal commmiecation
system there is very impartant, Otherwise in the time of meed an
entire plan will break down dus to lmek of speedy internal commmi=
eation, I will discuss details with the Semlor ‘rmy Signal Corps
officer here,
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WASHINOTOMN, 0. E. ﬁ .J.

5 September 1943, -

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESILENT:

1
1
gt
f
I

' Subjectt Major Dyess' Report on Japanese i
Atrocities.

I understand that you requested a copy of a report made
by Major Williem E, Dyess concerning his experiencesz end cbserve-
tions as a prisoner of war in the Philippines. The report is
attached.

In submitting this document, I wish to point out that a
considerable disadventage might result from making publie refer-
ence at this time either to Masjor Dyess' escape and presence in
this country or to the Japanese atrocities which he deseribes.

i SR M,

The GRIPSHOLM has sailed for Goa, Portuguesey Indis, on
its mission of exchanging Americen and Japenese nationsls, and I
understend thet the British have arranged for a similar exchange
: whan the Japenese exchange ship has completed its present mission.
In addition, the GRIPSHOLK is carrying drugs and supplies to our
nationals impriscned or interned by the Japanese, It is possible
that this will be the last occesion upon which we shall be able

to get such supplies to them by means of an exchange ship.
I believe the success of the exchange mey be jeopardized
if we bring up the question of Japanese atrocities before the ex-

change has been completed, probably about the middle of November,
and the supplies have been delivered, somewhat later.

O

Chief of Staff,

Enecl. "f? ha/‘;ﬂ?(j Mg..., —% h&%ﬁa‘_ T
. pr Kae %( "
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#STATEMENT OF MAJOR WILLIAM E. DYESS,
ATR CORPS, CONCERNING EXFERTENCES AND CBSERVATIONS AS
FRISONER OF WAR IN THE PHILIPFINES - & APRIL 19k2
TO 4 APRIL 1943.

# The sentences which are underlined in this etatement are incidents
which were reported to Major Dyese by others and noct personally ex-
perienced or vitnessed.

|
Regraded Unclassifi

arFCRET u




OSECRET ©

Bataan had surrendered but we were still under constant bombardment
by the Japanese, the American and Filipinoc priscners were assembled at
various points on Bataan. My squadronm, the 2lst Pursult Sguadron was
concentrated on Mariveles cut-off approximately b EM from Mariveles
Harbor. At day light, 10 April, 1942, without permitting the priecners
to eat any food, which soms had, they were amssembled end driven to
Mariveles Airport in trucks. There the Japanese searched all the
priscners, officers and enlisted men, and toock practically ell of thelir
personal belongings. Many of the men had Jepanese tokens and money in
their posesssion, and had been previcusly searched, thoee found with
any Japaness items in their poseeseion were killed. One of these indi-

M&M&%&m whe wae In cherge of
observation post near N.W. Post 160 on Bataan. He was beheaded. (A

number of officers and men saw this. I checked to see if Capt. Springer
ever reported to any Jap Cemp. He did not.) As eoon as the imspection
vas over, we started marching on the national roed off Bataan toward San
Fernando, Pampanga. This march ie referred to by American priscners of
var ag the "Death March of Bataan." Had the Americans and Filipinos of
Bataan kmown the fate in store for them, though bemten, hungry and tired
from monthe of hardshipe in the last hectic days of combat, never would
they have surrendered to our dishonorable foe., Further resistance and
blood-shed was cbviously useless, but little did anyone dream that the
ma jority of those who marched down that dusty road were to die. Not om
the field of battle as a goldier should die, but in & "land of plenty"
in filthy Japanese prisons, from starvation, disemse, or brutelity.

As we marched along the roed, the ocoupying Japanese troope constantly
searched and slapped the priscners of war, regardless of age or rank. I
marched only & short distance before the Japaneee etripped me of my
personal belonginge. One Japanese scldier tock my canteen, gave the water
to & horee and threw the canteen away. Ancther beat several of us with
a stick becauses we were wearing "tin helmets," the only cover we hed.

It wvas & terrifically hot day as we marched along the road without foed,
cover, or water. We were marched out in groupe of 500 to 1,000 men; I
vae approximately in the middle group. In the afterncon, I eaw a
Filipine soldier whe had evidently been bayonetted. Shortly after that,
we frequently passed men lying alongside and on the road. Many had been
run over by Japanese trucks and flattemed. These men had been recently
killed. Number One Hospital sma severely bombed by the Japanese. Many
patients left the hospital and wandered arcund in their hospitel pajamas
and rches. Some were thrown inte the marching columne of priescnere.
What their fate was, I do not kmow; however, the Japanese tock no com-
gideration of this. Many Americans were forced to act me cargadors,
carrying very heavy loads of military equipment. Such treatment was
directly responsible for the death of Sgt. Bateon, an outstanding man
of my organization. Scme of these men were forced to stay and work for
the Japanese under the shell fire from Corregidor. At ten o'eclock that
night we were made to march back for two hours for no apparent reason.
Several hundred of us were placed in a rice patty without room to lie
down. An officer asked permission to get water and & Jap sentry beat
him with hie fist and rifle butt. Finally a Japanese officer permitted
ue to drink water from & near-by carabou wallow.

Eleventh April. We were awekened before daylight end started
marching down the rcad. During thie time, thousands of Japanese scldlers
and artillery units were setting up positions to fire on Corregldor.
Hundreds of Japanese trucks loeded with soldiers were constantly pess-
ing us. One Japanese stuck his rifle ocut of a fast-moving truck and hit
an American on the head, kmocking him senseless. The constant dust
elouds raised by the trucks and blistering heat increased the torture
of the march. We were told that we would be given food sometime that
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morning, 8c we marched till 12 o'clock and were permitted to get weter
out of a dirty stream, but no food., Three officers wers removed from
the priscners, thrown roughly into an automcbile by the Japanese.
Why, or what their fate was, we never were able to find out, as they
never arrived at any of the prison campe. The march wes continued
until it was nearly dark and they promised to spend the night and
eat. Instead, we were again searched, placed on the road and forced
to march until 3 o'clock in the morning, over 21 hours of continuous
marching. As we marched along the road at night, men started falling
out frequently. Ee may lay in silence or moan in agony, but the
Jeps 414 not permit & stronger man (of which there were few &t this
time) to stop and aid the weaker. We could hear ocoasional shots
behind us. The Japanese had clean-up squads marching behind the
columns and 1f men fell out too tired and hungry to go on, they were
killed. Many of the missing men of Bataan met this fate. At

3 o'clock (a.m.) we were placed in & barb-wire "bull pen” which would
have crdinarily accommodated 200 prisoners. In this pen there wers
at least 2,000 men, Filipinc and American. They were made to sit up,
not given room to lie down., Human filth and magote were everywhere,
The strain wae telling even on the strongest men, or rether we ceased
to be men--more like filthy, starving rabble. The oriental plan of
breaking and subduing mankind to meet their wishes wae becoming &
reality.

The following day instead of recelving food the Japanese promised
us, we were made to sit in the boiling sun with very little water. Many
of the men went crazy and several died. Tt wes at this point that the
Jape were dragging out eick and delirious men. Three Filipinoe and three
Americans were buried alive. This incident was cheerved by an American
officer (lst It.) who told me and swore it was true , before I escaped
from e prison camp. The Japanese even went so far &s to make cne of
our own Americsn sergeants in Sgt, Hunt) hit one of the men on the
head with a shovel when he tried to get out of the grave, We remained
in 1 pen™ all that night.

The fellowing day, the Japanese gave each priscner & mess kit of
rice and forced ue to sit in the sun without shelter for another day.
Thie "sun treatment” wae used on all groupe of priscnere. Many eat as
long as four days. Thig, peee kit of rice wae the firet food we had had
since the beginning of/march. At dark, we were forced to march without
water until daylight, at vhich time they permitted us to eit in the road
for about two hours befere resuming the march, Scmetimes the Japansse
paced ue on bicycles end we had to walk very fast, or eslse they paced 1=
so slovly that the musclee in my lege began to draw and each etep wae
&n agony. The Fllipinoe along the road endeavored to help the American
and Filipine soldiers, by tossing bite of food and cigarettes from
windows and frem behind houees. Those who were ceught were severely
beaten. The Jape had food stores along the rosdside. One full colomel
of the U. S. Army pointed to one of the cane lying on the ground and
aeked for food for the priscners. The Japanese officer picked up thias
can of salmon and hit the colemel full force on the eide of the head,
cutting hie cheek wide open. Ancther coclemel and & brave Filipino
picked up three American soldiers who had Just fallen out » before the
Jepe hed gotten to them, put them cn & cart and started down the recad
to San Fernando. However, they were immediately caught. The colonel
and Filipinc, together with the American scldiers in a state of coma,
wvere severely horse vhipped. The colenel wae beaten in the face a
number of times with the whip. Along the road in the Province of Pam-
panga there are many artesian wells. At any time the priscnere tried
to break the colums to get water, they tock a chance om being shot or
baycnetted by the Japanese, After merching so far and ec hard all night
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everyone was nearly crazy with fatigue, starvation and thirst. Six
Filipinos made & dash for one of the wells, All six were killed in
cold blecd. At Lubac, one Filipino had been run through and gutted
by the Japs, and hung over a barb-wire fence in full view of the
marching priscners.

Late that afternocon we arrived at San Fernando and were placed in
ancther barb-wire "bull pen” under identical conditions as previously
mentioned. Filipinco and American officers and enlisted men were
crowded into one emall area with no room to lie down to rest their
weary and dirty bodles. Some of the men were fortunate enough to get
a little rice from the Japanese, but there was not enough to go arcund.
That night the Japanese sentries chargsd into the compound with their
bayonets fixed, terrorizing the priscners.

Before daylight the next morning, we were marched out, and the
Japaneee put 115 men in & small narrow-gauge box car. Men who were by
this time eick of diarrhcea and dysentery, were crowded into the filthy
cars and movement was imposeible. The box car doors were then closed
and locked. The heat, closenese and stench mede it almost unbearable.
All of us by thie time were beginning to wonder how much longer we could
"take it." We rode in the box car from San Ferpandc to Capiz Tarlac
where we ware taken out and forced to sit in the sun for about three
hours. The Filipinos again wanted to feed us, but got only abuses from
the Japs. We were then forced to march down to the priscn camp, a
dilapidated Filipino camp on which construction wae never completed.

It wag surrounded by barb-wire and high towers. The inside was alsc
equipped with barb-wire to make separate compounds. On this laet leg
of the Journsy, the Jape permitted the stronger men to carry the
weaker.

This march I completed in six days with one mess kit of rice, a
distance of approximately 135 EM. Some of the Americans made the
same march without any food from the Japanese and many spent ae long
as twelve days marching. Most of thie time, of course, being tor-
tured in the sun.

Ae soon ms we arrived, we were agein searched and the Japanese
captain in command of the camp made & speech. He told us we were not
priscners of war. We were captives and we should expect to be treated
ag captives and we would not receive the privileges of priscners of war.
We were enemiss of Japan and alwaye would be considered enemies of Japan
-=-for us to expect treatment in prison camps as enemies. We were too
tired to be impressed. No one cared what happened. Hunger, thirst
and fatigue, and one thousand pains of the tortured body made death
@sam A pleasant means of escape rather than something to fear. As
econ as the captain finished his speech, we were mapched into dilapidatsl
buildingas. There were practically no water facilities in O'Domnel. It
wag not unusual to stend in line six to ten hours for water to drink.

I wore the same clothee without washing or changing for over a menth aml
a half, nor d4id I get a bath for over 35 days after living in such filth,
The water I used for my firet bath wee one gallon. After the dry seaem
was over in the islands, mother nature provided water for our bathing and
wvashing clothes, without scap of course. As there were no razors,
everyone had & beard. Twenty-three officers were assigned to one
dilapidated shack 1l feet by 20 feet long.

During the two monthe I stayed at 0'Dennell, the principal diet ves
rice. The Japa gave us meat two times in two monthe, but not enough to
flavor the watery soup, much less give even & fourth of the men a plece
one inch square. A few times they gave us comoties, & very inferior
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type of native sweet potato. Many of these were rotten and hed to
be thrown away, but it was necessary to post guards in the Filipino
and American garbege pits to keep many of the starving men from
eating rotten potatoes. The usual ration per man received of this
potato delicacy wae one tablespoon. The utensils the Japs gave the
American to cook with were two cauldrons for each kitchenm, & shovel
for shoveling rice, and a 55-gallon drum. The kitchens were dilapi-
dated shacks with dirt flcore and dirty, but we had no cleaning
facilities. There was no water to wash the rice or knives to peel
the potatoes with., After the potatoes were boiled, they were thrown
into & 55-gallon drum and mashed with a two-by-four sc each man could
get his spoonful. They gave us & few mango beans, which is & type of
cow pea, We considered it & great delicacy. A teblespoon of these
beans and a small cup of Julce, together on the rice was a grand meal,
or twice we were iesued a 1little flour for making paste gravy to
our rice. We were given a few issues of coconut lard. The
ration never exceeded cne spoon per man. My diet for the total 361
days that I was & p of war, with the exception of the Amorican
and Britieh Red Croes t I received, waer constantly scme type of
watery juice with little base and rice. The Japs would abeclutely not
permit those Americans who were fortunate enough to have hidden some of
their money, to meke any out-side purchages, The Jap soldiers them-
selves saw that things got into the camp. If one were fortunate enocugh
to be in & position to buy anything, he might be able to buy & small
can of fish for five dollars.

Many of the men at 0'Donnell 414 not have shelter. They lived in
the open. When it rained, they had to scramble under buildings or eny
other shelter they could find., After we had been at 0'Domnnell for
approximately ocne week, the death rate among Americans was sbout 20 a
day and among Filipinos, 150 a day. After we had been there slightly
over two weeks, the death rate got to be up to 50 a day among Americans
and 300 a day for Filipinos. After the Americans left the cemp, the
death rate of Filipinos went up toc 500 a day. (After 1 was with the
guerrillas on Mindanac I talked to & Filipino officer who escaped
from the Japs after they made him serve in their army.) It wae &
problem to find men etrong enough to dig graves and bury the dead. It
ended by digging shallow trenches, dumping ten men in each trench and
covering them with earth; many with no records as to who they were.
The actual conditions I find impossible to describe. No matter how
bed these conditicne could be recorded on paper, they can'™ be
vieualized.

One large, dilapidated bullding at O0'Donnell was set aside and
very facetiously called & hoepital. Hundreds of men were laid on the
bare floor as close as they could poesibly be, without blankets or
shelter halves, and many of them naked. Men were under the building
and all over the area. Many at one time had weighed 200 pounds, but
now they were lucky if they would tip the ecales at 90 pounds. The
stench and odor of the place was unbearable. The Jape gave the
Americans no medicine at all. The American doctors in the camp had
nothing at all to work with; not even water to wash the human waste
from the bodiee of the patients. Many of the mem, sick with dysentery,
stayed out In the weather near the latrines until they died. It was
difficult throughout the entire concentration camp to look at & man
lying etill and tell whether he was deed or alive, Hundrede were like
gkeletons. You could count every rib. They had no buttocke. PFlain
and simple starvation. There was very little sanitaticn in the camp.
The Japs finally issued shovels to dig latrinee, but even then, men
were g0 weak with malaris, diarrhcee and dysentery that it wae im-
poesible to keep the place clean. There were literally millions and

millions of flies. Containers of rice, untouched, lay around the oL
tuilding; rice the Japanese had lssued to theee r.i;ing M . ::Réig'ﬁded Unclassified
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find enough water to wash our food containers was'a problem. I
found cne of my own sergeants lying naked on the floor, covered with
deficcation and fliea, He had large sores all over his body as evi-
dence of his violence when out of his head. There was not even
encugh medicine available to doctor a skin bruilse. Unable to eat
rice, drink water, or recognite his closest friends, he very quickly
died. At the fall of Bataan, this man welghed nearly 185 pounds.
When he died, he vas no more than a shadow. When the Japanese in-
spected the area, they sometimes promised such things as medicine
which they never gave, but one time they permitted the Red Cross at
Manila to bring in Quinine. How much, we were never able to find
out. The Japes did not issue the Americans encugh to cure ten cases
of Malaria, and we had thousands suffering from Malaria. O'Donnell
wag infested with mosquitoes and scarcely anyone had & mosquito bar
or blanket to cover himself with. Later the Japs issued most of the
officers blanketsa.

The moet common cause of deeth in the camp was malaria, dysentery
and Beri Beri. Many had all of these diseases. FHundreds had wet Beri
Beri and their feet, ankles and lege were swollen nearly double their
eize, and thelr faces would be puffed up like ballcons. When thie con-
dition affected the heart, they died. The Japs constantly insisted on
wvork details and made us form work companies under American officers.
However, the officers did not have to eupervise the actusl labor. Time
after time the Japes forced men to go on detail that could hardly stend
or walk. Many times theee men did not return. By the first of May,
about 20 out of every company of 200 were able to go out on detail, but
even these were not in condition to perform hard labor. Many men died
in barracke over night. Men who the Japs maintained were physically
able to work. The Japanese would line up fmerican priscners of war in-
gide the camp in the hot eun, regardless of whether they were sick or
well, to count them or for any other assinine reason they could think
of and make them stand in the sun for houre.

All full colonels and generals were moved to Capiz Tarlse sbout
let May, 1942, and were later either sent to Formosa or Japan,

Over 2,200 Americans and over 27,000 Filipince died at O'Donnell
prison camp.

About 1 June, 1942, the American priscners of war were moved from
0'Donnell Prison Camp to Cebanatuan Concentration Camp where we met the
priscners from Corregidor. There were no Filipince interned at Csbana-
tuan. Conditicns at Cabapatuan were improved elightly - muddy seepage
wells provided water for bathing and washing clothes end there wes ade-
quate drinking water. Although living conditiona were filthy and close,
they were better than at 0'Donnell.

I had been at Csbanatuan one day when & Jap came looting through
the barracks. Ee found a watch hidden in some of the equipment of one
of the men not present at the time. As I was sitting nearby, he became
very perturbed at the idea of an American having & watch and showed his

anger by boxing me severely.

The Japs continued to feed the fmericans principally on rice,
although at intervals they would give us mBngo beans, Julce and some-
times dried small, stinking fish. In one lnstance they gave the
Americans three chickens for 500 men and in another instance 50 eggs
for 500 men. They later listed in their propaganda they were feeding
the prisoners of war chickens and egge. The cofficers were not forced
to work at Cabanatuan, although some volunteered to take ocut work de-
tailas. I waes one of those. The Japs freguently mistreated the Americans
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vho were working for them. In one instance a gmall and frail private
in the U.S. Army was not digging a ditch to suit the Japa. A Jap
grabbed the shovel away from him, hit him acroee the back and once
acroas the thigh. The boy had to be sent to the hospital. Ancther
instance a Jap threw a rock at an American and hit him on the ankle,
The boy was crippled for monthe. One Jap carried a golf club shaft
and was in charge of & house moving project. While the Americans
wvere working, he beat on them like horses. There were numerous in-
stances of brutality. When two Americans were caught getting food
from Filipincs they were beaten unmercifully on the face and over
thes body. They then called for & doctor and as soon es the doctor
had completed dreseing the wounde, the Japs took sticks and beat them
egain. In ancther instance three American officers, two Army and one
Navy, were attempting to escape. Cabanatuan was lined with barbed-
vwire and had many high towers and machine gun emplacements on the out-
8ilde of the wire. In addition to the guerde in the tower, there wme
also & patrol guard that walked the cuteide of the compound. The
Japs alsc forced the Americans to maintain an interior guard in an
effort to keep anyone from escaping. However, Lieut. Col, Biggs,
Lieut. Col. Breitung, and Lieut. Gilbert, U.S.N., were moving down

& drain ditch in an effort to get under the barbed-wire entenglement
vhen the Japanese heard’' the noise and investigated. When they found
out what the three men's plans were, they beat them severely. They
etripped them naked and tied them to & post in front of the gate of
the concentration camp and forced every Filipino who came by to beat
them in the face with a two-by-four board. They were tied with their
hande behind them and & rope above so that they were forced to stand
on thelir feet until they lost consciousness. They kept them in the
blazing sun for two days without food or water and continued beating
them. On the third day they were forced to stand in the cold driven
raln of a tropical typhoon. Later that afterncon they were dragged
in & practically semi-conscious condition to & point near the concen-
tration camp. Colonel Biggs was beheaded. The cther two were shot.
Colonel Bigge had one ear etill attached, but lying onm his shoulder,
and all of them were Just a bloody, unrecognizeble mass. Colonel
Cain (New Mex.) the Commanding Officer, 200 end 515 Coast Artillery,
Antiaircraft Batteries on Bataan was working at Cebanatuan Concen-
tration Camp. The Japanese called for & report which he delivered to
Japanese Headguarters. There was some item in the report that did
not please the Japaneee. The Japanese interpreter was very perturbed,
perturbed to the extent that he locked at Colonel Cain end called all
Americans sons-of-bitchee. When the Jap made this remark, Colonel
Cain turned to leave the room. The interpreter thereupon struck
Colonel Cain on the head with a black Jack, knocking him senseless.
(Col. Cain 1e a very close friend of mine, and this incident was
described by him. He still suffers from the blow.)

In the filthy Japanese kitchens I saw them use the American Flag
as a wrapper for meat and covering for other foods, as well as other
common, disgraceful usea.

The death rate at Csbanatuan for June and July waes 30 Americans
a day--for August over 20 a day, September around 15 and for the month
of October between 15 and 19 and incressing steadily. BEy thies time all
forms of disease were breaking out in the camp. The principal cnes
were malaria, wet beri beri, scurvy, blindness, and dry beri beri,
diarrhoea and dysentery, yellow Jaundice, dengue fever. Still the Jape
: would not give ue any medical supplies. They eventually let the Red
Cross in Manila give the Americans some medical supplies, but they left
the medicines packed and would not let them be used for some time,
During this period many died for lack of medical care. When I left
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Cabanatuan on 26 October, there were 2,500 Americans in hospitals,
and it ie doubtful out of that number that any will live, according
to the American medical officerse. The principal reason for the
death of the Americans is mal-nutrition, as definitely proven by
antopeies performed. Both American and Japanese doctore performed
theee autopeiea. The Japansse anever, after it was definitely de-
termined that the men were starving to death, wae that they were
very sorry but the food was not awvailabls.

The Philippine Islands at this time had an abundance of food on
every lsland as I later discoversd after my escape. At Cabanatuan I
had dengue fever and yellow Jaundice at the same time, It wae im-
possible to eat the diet of rice. The Japanese gave me abeclutely no
medicine--not even an aspirin teblet and after approximately three
weeke T weighed arcund 130 pounds. My normal welght is 175 pounds.
However, even at 130 pounds at Cabanatuan I might have been considered
a fat man. Prior to my departure from Luzon over 5,000 Americans had
died. In my crganizaticn, counting only those who were captured and
not casualties during the war, 45 per cent were already dead snd
ancther 10 or 15 per cent probably died within the next month. These
men I have by neme. During the time I was at Cabanatuan and 0'Donnell
the Jape constantly tock Americans on cutaide work details to build
bridges, to salvage equipment, to work on docks or any other type of
herd labor. It wae not uncommon that over 20 per cent of the entire
detail would be worked to death, and in ocne inetance 75 per cent of
the men were worked to death. These men, when on these woerking de-
talls, ag a general rule were treated like doge. Conditions at
Cabanatuan in many respects were similar to those at ('Domnnell. When
I left Cabanatuan, several men had gone completely blind. One pilet
had to have an eye removed. The Japaness high officlals were fre-
quently inspecting the prison cemp &t Cabanatuan, Japaneee authori-
ties of all grades know the conditiocns that were existing here. When
we had the inepectiona the Jepe forced us to put on our best clothing.
Cur clothes at the very best were only rage--some men did not have
shirtes, some did not have trousers and many lacked shoes. It wae here
that the Jap blackmarket was golng full swing. The Japs made purchases
from the Filipinos and gave the food to smericans who worked in Jap
kitchens and forced them to sell it in the camp.

The Japs took LOO Americane who were technical men, gave them &
physical examination, issued clothes and sent them to Japan to werk in
the factories. When I left Csbanatuan the Jape were arranging & de-
tail of 1000 technical men to be sent to Japan for work in factories,
On October 26, 969 Americen officers and enlisted men were crowded
into the holds of a T,000-ton Britiseh built ship. The conditione on
the ship were filthy. Twelve men were assigned to an area--it was
imposeible for more than six men to sleep. There were many lice and
bedbugs aes the ship had been ueed as a Jap troop ship. We had to
sleep in the atifling hold or try to find a place to lie on the Junk-
heaped deck, regardless of the fact that it rained almost continually
every night. We spent eleven days golng from Manila tc Devac, stop-
ping at Cebu and Tloilo. The ship wvas not marked as & prison ship
and the holds bensath the Americans were loaded with gascline, the
fumee from which one was conscious of all the time. However, it was
the best food we had received eince becoming priscmers--for breakfast
we usually got rice and squech soup--for lunch & small dried fish and
rice--and in the evening a epall piece of corned beef. Two men died
on this trip. ©One was buried in & shallow grave at the dock at Iloilo
and the other was burled at gea.

On 7 November, 1942, the Americans unloaded at Lenpang Lumber
Company near Davec Penal Colony. We were given the customary "sun
treatment™ for two hours and then started march 26 EM to the penal
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colony. Being in a weakened condition, it was imposeible for man Y
of the Americane to make this. However, those that fell out were
picked up in & truck by the Japs and taken to the colony.

The Japenese captain, named Hosume, was in command of the guards
that escorted the prisoners from Iuzon. He was famous for boxing the
Americans and making life s unbearsble as he possibly could. When we
arrived at the penal colony, there were many Filipino priscners there
(priscners egainet the state -- many of them in for murder). However,
the majority of these were moved to Paulau to do work on the Japanese
fortifications. Major Mida, & Jep in command of the penmal colony at
Davac, when he saw the condition of the Americems arriving, was very
much perturbed, because what he had meked for had been laborers. Re-
gardless of the condition of the Americans, he got his laborers. Every
man not in the hospital, regardless of age or rank, was forced to work.
Chaplains, officere and enlisted men - no exceptions - were forced to
plant rice, harvest rice in murky rice paddies, build and clean Jap
latrines, work in fields and all types of manusl labor and degrading
work. During the 361 daye that I was & priscmer of war, I received
$10 pay. To get this $10 I had to eign & statement stating that T had
received over $250 and that the Japaness had given me clothes, food,
housing, etec.

It does not cost the Japs cme cent a day to feed m war priscner.
Food given to the priscners was planted by the priscnere themselves,
(and the Jape take the grester mejority of this or conflscate from
the Filipinos).

Not until the arrival of the American Red Crose d41d the Japs sver
glve the Americans any clothes. The majority at the camp had no ehoee.
I was without shoes end forced to clear Jjungle, plow, etc. barefooted
for over & month and a half,

There wvas an abundance of citrus fruites and vegetables at the
camp, however, scurvy was prevalent. I had scurvy and had a sore on
my lower lip for over two monthe--nevertheless the Japs would not
give the Americans any citrue fruit, although there was an abundance
available. Oranges and lemons were allowed to rot on the ground.
There was an abundance of bananss in the ares, yet it was seldom that
the Japs ever gave the Americane a banana., However, the living con-
diticone at Davac were much better than those at any other place we
had been.

The death rate was cut down coneiderably, bathing facilities were
added and living conditione In general were better. However, the sal-
vation of the American priscners of war was the arrival of the American
and British Red Croes supplies. Actuslly, these supplies were confis-
cated by the Jape. After the arrival of these suppliee they did not
g0 even as far se to give us our usual soup for our meal. However, after
the Red Cross supplies were exhausted the Jepe made no effort to re-
inetate the original diet. Wwhen I escaped, it locked as if things
vere becoming very very serious. Fractically all the American Red
Croes cigarettes were confiscated. Thie I know for a fact, for while
working with guerrillas after my escape I could purchase through
guerrillas who entered Japanese areas, American cigarettes that were
var wrapped and made after the beginning of the war at $4 a pack (if
I had the $k).

¥hile we were priscnere at Cabanatuan we heard that a Jap guard
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had been killed. Two days later we heard artillery and machine gun
fire at a emall barioc about four miles from the camp, and the bario
wae burned. The Jape returned with a Filipino's head tied to a pole
and paraded 1t through the American camp. They then tié1 it outside
the gate in full view of all paseing Filipinos with & #ign under it
in Japaness and English, "Bad Man." We later heard that they had
killed everybody in the bario that they had caught--men, women, and
children.

Shortly before 1 escaped, the Jape killed an American in cold
blocd, The American was an Army hospital corps man and had a pase
to be outside the barbed-wire compound while working. He had pre-
viously shown his pass to the Jap guard in the towsr along side the
compound. One of his friends threw the corpe man & canteen over
the barbed-wire entanglement. The Jep hearing it disapproved, so
the American tock the top off and started showing the Jap that it
was merely water. The Jap shot him three times and killed him in
cold blocd and then riddled a nearby hospital with bullets in an
effort to kill the enlisted man who had thrown the canteen over
the fence. The American that threw the canteen broke no existing

Jap regulation.

- e m = = o= = o=

I have tried to put into words some of the thinge that I have
experienced and cbeerved during all these past monthe, but I fail to
find words adequate to an accurate portrayal. If any American could
sit down ardconjure before his mind the most diabolical of nightmares 3
he might perhaps come close to it, but none who have not gone it
could poselbly have any idea of the tortures and the horreor that
these men are going through.

/8/ WILLIAM E. D¥Ess,
Major, Air Corps.

The foregoing statement, consisting of fourteen (15) pages was sworn
and subsoribed to before me this day of August 1943,

g/
DONALD C. SANDISON,
Major, A.C.D.
Asst., Adjutent General,
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