
• SEORL. , 

( 

WAR DEPARTMENT A/{,- 3 /tu ,... , oFFICE oF THE CHIEF o F sTAFF 
T WASMINGTON ..... _Ld, . .,_ 

May 4 , 1942-

IIEIIORANDUJI FOR 'l'llE PRESIDENT: 

Upon receipt this morning of t he radiogram fro"' General 
!lacArthur .. bich is quoted below, I sent a high priori ty directive 
to General Wainwright asking him for a frank estimate of the sit­
uation. I fool that we should wait for a r eply froo General Wain­
wright before deciding what action should be takon : 

"To be seen only by decoding clerk and General War-
shall . 

•You must be pr•parod for the collapse shortly of 
the Harbor Defenses in !lanila Bay . Tho genero.lly optimis­
tic tone of reports f ro2 there do not repeat not r eflect 
an accurate military estimate of the situation. 

"Tho occupation of Ba tean defini tely condemned 
thea& fortresses and ene~ guns of large calibre located 
thoro are rapidly destroying our fixed fortifications , 

"Porsonnel losses have not been great, aggregating 
about 6oo since April 9 , of which approxi.matoly two-thirds 
are wounded. It i s apparent to me , however , thet morale 
is rapidly sinking and the end is clearly i n sight. 

"Wit hin a short. time organized resistance 1n the 
Philippines will cease . There will be a few scattered 
bands of desperate men left whose effectiveness will be 
practically negligi ble. 

"The numerous secr et air fields in Mindanao "hich 
I prepared witb the hope of using them as a general base 
for c:ounterd.ri ve will be in the enemy' s hands very shortly 
and this strategic possibility can now definitely be dis­
csrded. 

"The internal political reparcussiona in the Philip­
pines which may follow the complete collapse of our mili­
tary effort cannot be es tinat ed at this tillle but the poten­
tialities involved gay prove to be of the gravest signifi­
cance . 
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• 
".l report just reeei ... cl rroa lfain't'r'ilht atates that 

ships can no loopr roach 111n<!anao. I have recalled a bloclc­

aclt runner prooeecl1ng from here and hava ad'fised Emmons to 

that ettoct. I ha·n not yet requested the recall of t bt con­

'f8rted dutroyer an route to Correcldor but dependinc upon 

operations roporta I anticipeto the necessity for doing so 

Ytry shortly . I b611eva 1 t .la uselus tc continue to load 

ships f'roa the United States tor this purpoaa. 

llae.\rthur •• 
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THE UNOI!:R SECRI!:TARY Of' STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Februa.ry 12, 1942 

My dear Hr . President : 

In accordance ~~th our t el@phone conversation, 

I am eendlng you a auggeated reply t o Frank Sayre ' s 

message. 

Bel ieve me 

Ene. 

The Presi dent , 

The Wh i te House. 

. )J»JJ 
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USHIOHOOk, 

) AKI L.' (P!ULIP" I "" I~LANil3) 

PD\SO .;..L II'OR 'PRJ: HI GH CO.O I5"1 I OIIEI\ J'ROH TBE Pn-SID~f. 

Y~ur 4~, February 11, 8 p. a. 

or oourae rou ahoul d eYeouate r our etarr with rou end 

t 7our tam1l7 1t conditione make 1t poaa1ble end 1 t there are 

eutt1o1ent a coolMIOdAt1one. Hy W&lliiUt regarde t o r ou ell. 

U: Slf I O'fS 
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l:Ilo:O!WIDIJ){ FOR 'l'!!E ADJUTAN'l' OEI:&R.I.L o 

Subject, Far s~otern S1tuat1on. 

Tho Secretary or Wn.r direct• that 11 aoor8t message, aa fol­
lOWI , bo eent by the moat exp•ditioua meane poaeible consiatont ~th 
aecreoy to COI:!Ueendift8 Oenel"&l , U. S. Amy Forcoa in F&r ~aat 1 

Dl Tl!ll SECO!Ill S&CTI<J; C.' TI-.IS J.:i;SSA'lE I A!l II.AP:IliG CO!l!.:A 

POLITICAL A.SPEC'l'S a' PR£SID£11T ~UEZ0!1 1 S PROPOSAL 570P 1 Alr.'lJO!IIZE 

YOU TO Al!RABGE FOR T!lF CAPITU!.J.-:ION a· T:ll. FILIPII!O EJ.D!EIITS or 

THE DEFE!IDING l'ORCES COUCA lllQ,;fl A!ID ll Ill YOUR OPI11IOY TIIAT 

COURSE .APPRARS NECESSARY AND ltJ..VIA YS I!AVI!IG Ill IJiliD THA7 THE 

FILIPINO TROOPS ARE Dl Tllh SI:.IIVICI! CF Til& U:ii'l'I!!D STA~LS STOP 

FOR THIS PURPOSE TllJ:: F'ILIPl~O TROOPS CCX'LD ln. PLACED BY YOU Ullllik 

Til& COI.&1J.rrl> CF A nLIPD;O C. flCI:ll IIT!O iTOUU C<:t:OOCf ACTUAL b']:;()O-

TIA"IO!iS :1!'1'11 TllJ:: ~ STOP SUCit ~'D".oTIATIO'IS 'rtlS'l' lliVOL'Jl: 

lllLITARY II.Ur.&:tS lXCLUSI\oUY SfOP !».fAILS 0." ALL r.tcl.sSARY 

fOR SEGREGATIC:I CF t'ORCES A!ID 1'lJl: WITilDJWVAL CQ.£'.A IF YOUR 

JUOO!a:!l'!' SO DICTAl'~S CONIM or AIJI-:!UCIJl EU.ll:ITS TO FORT lllLLS 

STOP '1liE TIIT!iG ALSO r/ILL Dl:. Lti'T TO YOU STOP PARA A!.!E!UCA!l 

f'ORCLS WIIJ. CO liT !NUll 'i'O ~ LP OUR I LA~ fLYW~ Ill THL PHILI1'l'lllt:S SO 

LCJIO AS THERE RE!'AlliS 11.'! POSSII!lLil'Y CF RlSISTA!iCE STOP 

I I'.AVl: J.!AI:E Tl!ESE CECISIOL'S 
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• SE:OREJT 

nr CO!JPLP.TE VJ:DERSTAllmllG OF YOUR liiLl TAla" ESTllW'l' THAT AC-

COIIPA!:IED PRESIDE!IT QUEZON ' S l:ESSACI£ TO l!B STOP Tl!ll DU'l'Y AND 

'!'HE ~n;CESSITY <F R£SISTTilG JAPA!IESE AGGRESSIO!I TO TilE LAST 

TRA!lSCE!iDS IN ~RT.WCE AllY OTI!l!Jl OBLIGATIOli ll<l'/ FACIIIG US 

Ill TilE PHILll'l'll&:S STOP PARA TI!Eilll HAS BJ:;EN GRADU/u..LY l'i'ELDED 

INTO A COI:J!Oll FRO!IT A GLOBE E!TC!RCLI!IG OPPOSITIO!I TO tHE 

PREDATORY PQ'IERS TRAT ARE SEEKING THE DESTRUCTIOll <F I!IDIVIDUAL 

LIBERTY AIID F!!EEDO!J or GO\'ERIM:liT STOP WE CAII!IOT AVf'ORD TO 

RAVE '!'HIS LiliE BFOIWl Ill ANY PARTICULAR Tf!EA'J'ER STOP AS Tf!E 

J.!OST PCl'lERFUL ME!Jl!l:J! <F Tl!IS COALITIO!I \'IE CA!IIIOT DISPLAY 

r.lWU!&SS I ll PACT OR D. SPIRIT ANYI'IHE1U! STOP IT IS IW/IlA'lORY 

THAT TEERE BE ESTABLISHED O!lCJ:: JJID F1>R ALL I N Tl!ll lliiiDS Of' 

ALL PEOPLES COMPU.'!'E l:.YilJEiiCE THAT THE AMER!C.A:I DRTBRI.'IliA-

TION .WD INOO!.!ITABLJ:; WIU. TO 11Ili CA.'!RIES Oil OOilN TO THE LAST 

U!IIT STOP PARA I Tl!EREFOJ!ll !li VE Y0\1 TliiS IIOST DIFFICULT 

l!lSS!Oll Ill FULL 1RlllERSTAllmNG <F THE DSSPERATE SITIJA'l'!O!l TO 

YIJIICH Y01J ~~ Y SHORTLY Bl:. JU;DUCED STOP TilE SER'IICE THAT YOU 

AND THE JJ!ERI CAli liEIJBERS OF' YOUR CO!!I!A.~ D CA-~ REimER TO YOUR 

COU!iTRi' Ill Tift: TIT A!llC STRUOOLE !1011 DliNELOPING IS BEYOND ALL 

POSSIBil.I'I'Y OF APPRAIS!>Il&N'I' STOP I PARTICIJJ..AAL Y REQUEST TF.Ar 

YOO PROCEED RAPIDLY 'i'O Tm: ORGAIIIZATIOJI OF YOUR FORCES AND 

YOUR DEPEIISES SO AS TO I.:AKJ:: YOUR In:SISTJJICE !.S l!f'FECT!Vl> AS 

CIRCUltSTANCES VIILL Pr;Jli!IT AJID AS PROLO:;o:m AS h1llWILY POSSIBLJ:l 

STOP PARA IF TlU. LVACUATlOII Ol'' PIU::SlDEl11' QUEZON AND HIS 

SECRET 
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• SEUR.Err 

CABINET APPEARS REASONABLY SAFE TlltlY I'IOULD BE HO!IORE.D All1l 

GREAl'LY TIELCO!.ICD Ul THE UNITED STATES STOP TH!.'Y S!IOULD CO!$ 

IIERE VU AUSTRALIA STOP THIS APPLil:lS ALSO TO THE HIGH CC».!-

mSSIQreR STOP !.IRS SAYRE AIID YOUR FA.I!ILY SHOULD BE GIVE:I 

THIS OPPORTUliiTY IF YOU COIISIDER IT ADVISABLE STOP YOU YOUR-

SELF HCI!IEVl!R J.IUST DE1'ERIIDIE ACTION TO llE '!'AXE!! Ill VIEIV IF 

CIRCUl.!Sl'ASCES STOP PARA PLEASE INFORU SAYRE OF THIS MESSAGE 

TO YOU A!ID TO QUEZOll STOP PARA SUBI.IIT BY RADIO THE ESS"...l!TIALS 

OF YOUR PUNS Ill AC OORllA!lCE WITB 1'I!ESE INSTRUCTIOllS STOP 
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• SECRET • 
PARA SECOND SECTION OF .M~;SSA.Gil PARA PLEASE CO!NSY THE FOLL0.7-

IJIG ~:KSSAGE TO PRESIDlillT QUEZON COLON PAP.A I HAVE JUST RECEIVED 

YOUR J,;ESSA.GB SE!iT THROUGH OENRRAL IIACARTHUR PU!IOD FROI.I L'Y 

~SSA.GE TO YOU OF JANUARY THIRTY COUNA YOU MUST REALIZE THAT 

I JJ1. 110'1 LACIWIG IN UliDERSTAJlDillG OF OR SYl!PATHY l'llTH TilE 

SITUATIO!I CF YOURSRLF AND 'l'IIE COIJUON7lEA1..TH GO'IEJl!IJ.!I;!IT TODAY 

STOP THE I MMEDIATE CRISIS CERTAINLY SEEYS DESPERATE BUT SUCH 

CRISES AJID THEIR TREATr.:EllT loiUST BE JUDGED BY J. UORE ACCURATE 

l~ THAll TEE Al/XIETIES AJ/D StiFFERlliGS OF THE PRESEN'l' 

CO!.i.:A HC1."/EVER ACUTE STOP FOR OVEl! FORTY Yt:ARS THE A1$RICAN 

GOVERJll.!ENT HAS BEEll CARRYI!/G OUT TO Tllb PEOPU Oz"' TEE PHILIP-

Pllr'ES J. PLEDGE TO HELP T!ID.! SUCCESSFULLY COlmA !lOI'IEVER LONG 

IT flGHT TAKE OOL:.:A I N THEI R ASPIRATIOilS TO BEC01!E A SELF 

GOVERl!"I?iG AIID IJlDEPBl/DFJIT PEOPLE WITH 'l'!IE I:IDIVIDU.AL PREE-

DC:.! At/D ECOllO!liC STRENGTH W!!ICH TIIA'I' LOFTY AI!.! !lAKES 

REQUI SITE STOP YOU YOURSELF HAVE PARTICIPATED 
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Ill A!'ID A.'!E f ,llm TAR W:::TH T1ll-. L:.UIY CARErULLY PI..Aiil1t1) S'l'EPS BY 

'II'HICH THAT PLEOOt OF SUJ' G<mJ!IIlC'T !!AS !J£EI! CARRIED 00'1' 

.IJil) ALSO THE STEPS BY 11!!IQ! TilE ECO!IOJJIC INilEP£lillEl1C& OF YOUR 

ISLAIIDS IS TO DE llADE EFHCTIVl: J'I:;RIOD MAY I R.EUI!ID YOU !I0.7 

THAT Ill THE LOI'TI!IESS CF ITS Alii AIID THE FIDELI TY WITJI WlliCH 

IT !!AS B&E!I EXECUTED C~ TI!IS PUOG.'lA!. CF 'l'llE tmiTED STATES 

TatA.'lDS A!!Ol'HE R P:.OPLE HAS B!a·.ll UlllQU:: IR THE HISTORY Of 'fl!X 

FA!.!ILY or IIAnO:;S PI::RIOD I ll TIJ: TYDINGS WCIX!FFY ACT or 01::£ 

r:n:r. THREE FOUR Ca.:r.:A TO WlllCH YOU lt!:M:R CO!.!!.!A THE CO:IGRESS 

Cl" TolE UKI TED STA'l'ES FU.ALLY FIXED TilE YEA?. O:."E !1l!X FOUR SIX 

AB '!'HE DA'I'E 1!1 WHICH Tht. C<III.:Ol:m:ALT!l 0." THE PblLIPPINE I S-

Lhi/DS ESTI\l!LISl!ED BY TIW' ACT SloOULD HIIALLY REACH 'lliJ:. GOAL 

OF ITS HOPt:S FUR POLITICAL AIJD f;(:ONOI.QC DIDEPEllllDiCE STOP 

PARA BY A LW.IGJI C<J.SPIRACY OF A F"EI'I DEPRAVED BUT PO.VERI"Ul. 

OOVI.RIIJIEli'I'S THI S I!Ol'l:. I S !1011 st;I!IG FRUSTRATED AliD llEUYED 

PERIOD All <EGA.'IIZED .&!TACK UPON IloDIVIOOAL FRI!:EDQ,I A!ID GOV-

Til! SO~Tml PACIFIC BY JAPA.'t Pf:!UOD ':llt BASIC P!!IliCIPL!:!l 

l!RIC B I!AVE GUillED THE UlllTED STATtS I:l ITS CO::UJCT T<T.IA.'WS 

TliE PI!ILil'I'IliES I!AVE BEJ::l1 VIOLATSD 11: 'l'f!l: RAPE CF CZECHQ-

SLOVAKIA CCM.:A POLAIID COtt :A HOLLAIID COI~:A BELGI U!.! CO!!l:A 

GIU!ECE C<I1A YUGOSLAVIA OOMIIA lo'.\IICI!IIKUO CO:D1.A CHIJIA C<rlUA 
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• SECRET 
T!!All.AIIll JJill l'I!!ALLY TilE PHILIPPlllES STOP COOLD 1'llK PEOPLI:; 0!' JJfY 

OF THESE !!A'I'IOl!S HOlllSTLY LOOK FORJIARD TO A TJ!UE RESTORATIO!l OF 

THEil! I NllllPEPillBI!T SOVEREI GNTY UlmER !'Hl:. DO!.!IllA!IC£ OF GER!!A!IY COJ.a!A 

ITALY CR JAPJJ! QUERY YOU REFER IR YOUR 'l'ELEGRJJ' TO THE JJINOUNCEI!£!lT 

BY THE JAPJJIBS& P!UI.:£ liD liSTER OF JAPAN ' S lTIIJ.INGliESS TO GJWIT TO 

THE PHILIPPINES HER Dlll£PEh1lE!lCE STOP I OllLY HAVE TO J!EruR YOU TO 

THE PRF.SE!!T CO!IlliTION 01-' KOREA CO!.rJA IMNCliUKUO COl~ !iORTH CRI!IA 

CO!a!A. I NDO- CHIIIA CO!.lU J.!lll .UL OTHER COUllTRD::S mliCR RAVE FALWI 

UliDER 'l'HE BRUTAL ffHAY OF THE JAPAI!ESE GO\'ERIILIDIT Ca.J.!A TO POI NT OUT 

THE UOLLOII' OOPLICITY OF SUCH Ail AHJIOUliCFl>!EllT STOP THE PRESilliT 

SU!'FERIHGS OF THE FILIPII;O PEOPLE Cct.C.!A CRUEL Ml THEY J.!AY BE 

CO!.liJA AilE I:NPINlTELY lESS THAll THE SUFHJUNGS AliD PSR!ill!EIIT 

ENSLAVEZ$1/T l'll!ICII llll.L IIIEVITABLY FOIJ.(.'I.Y ACCEPTA!ICE OF JAPA-

h'ES~ PRO!.!ISES STOP nl ANY J:.'VEliT I S I T LOl!GER POSSIBI.Z: FOR 

ANY REASO!lAllLE PEJ!SOI! TO RELY UPON JAPANESE OPFER OR PRO!.!ISE 

QUERY PAllA THE OI!ITEll S'l'A'I'ES TODAY IS lli!GAGZD 1'/ITH JLL I TS 

RESOURCES AIID Ill COl.l'ANY WITH THE GOVI:Rill.:E!lTS OF TI'1J::)ITY- SIX 

O'l1lLil IIATIOliS D; .IJI EFf.OR! TO DEFEAX Till:. AOORESSIO!; OF JAPJJ! 

J.liD ITS AXIS PAR'I'NI:;RS STOP 'l'HIS EFFORT rlll.L NEVER BE AB.Al1-

DOllED UJJTIL Til& CC1'Pl.&:rl; RID THOROUG!l OVHRTHHO!f or' 'i"HE Ell'riRE 

AXI S SYSTEJ~ .1J1D THE GOVERN!.:Eh"!S '11111CB ~lA.Ili'Uill IT STOP \'IE 

ARE NiGAGED 1107 IR LAYIHO 'I'll<. FOtnlllATIO:IS I N THE SOUTHiiEST 

PACIFlC <F A DE\'ELOP!.!EI!T IR AIR COJJI.!A NAVAL COW.!A AIID MILI TARY 

P011ER WHICH SIIALL BECOUE SUF!'ICIENT TO UEET A!ID OVERl'I!ROI'r Tl!E 

IVIDU.Y l!X.TBliDI!D .!liD ARROGANT .ATTEJ.PTS OF tm: U.P.Ali'ESE STOP 

!.!ILITARY Al!D !lAVAL 0Pl:;RA'I'I0liS CALL FOR RECOG!IITIO!I OF 

REALITIES STOP Y/li.A'I' WE ARE. DOIHG TIDJ!E COJlSTITU'J'ES Tlll:: BES'I' 
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• SECRET • 
JJID SOREST HELP THAT TIE CAN REl/DER TO 1'11); PHILIPPillES AT 

T"n'IS TIM!l STOP PARA BY TilL TERIIS OJ' OUR PU.1JGJ! TO TilE 

PHILIPPINES ll!PLIClT Ill OUR FORTY YEARS Or' CQIDUCT Toc.'ARDS 

YOUR !'E()PLB AMl EXPRESSLY RECOGNIZED lJi '!'HE TIOO:S CJ1' TilE 

TYDI NGS !ICWF J.'Y ACT COJ.V.:A I1E HAVE U!IDI::RTAKEII TO PROTECT l.'OU 

TO 1'liE UTTERJLOST OF OUR PO.'o'E:R U!ITIL TllS TillE OF YOlll! ULTI -

MATE INDEPE!lDE1iCE HAD ARRIVED STOP OUR SOLDIERS IIi TilE 

PHILIPPI IIES ARB NOll E!IGAGl.D Ill rtiLFILLiliG 'l'llAT PURPOSE STOP 

THE RCllOR Of' TilE UNITED STAXES IS PLBDGED TO ITS FULFILL­

L!EH'l' STOP W!l PROPOSE THAT I T BE CAARIED OUT REGAADLESS <F 

I TS COST STOP Tl!OSE Al.!E.'liCANS mlO ARB FIGIITING 1!00 WILL 

COIITIJI1JE TO f'I G11T UllTIL TilE BITTER EIID STOP FILIPDIO 

SOLDIERS HAVC! Bl::Ell REliDtRDIG VOLU!ITAIIY al D GALLA!lT SERVICE Ill 

JlEFEUSE Of' THEI R C!.lll HO'JELJJID STOP PARA SO LOIIG AS THE FLAG 

OF THE UNITED STATES FLIES 0~ FILIPINO SOIL AS A PLEDGE (1,' OUR 

DUTY TO YOUR PEOP.LI'. COlli!A IT l1ILL BE DEl''tiiiDED BY OUR anN J.:Ell 

TO TliE Di>A'I'II STOP ""!IATE'n;R IIAPPUIS TO 1'1iE PRESENT Ai!£RICA!l 

GARRISO!I WE SIW..L NW RELAX OUR En'ORTS UNTIL 1'liE FORCES 

l'flliQi \TE ARB liOII UAllSIIALIIIG OUTSIDE TilE PI!ILIPPiliE ISLJJIDS 

!!ETUR!I TO THE PHILIPPillES AliD DIUVt: 1'11); l.AST REJ.alA!I'l' CF TilE 

lllVADERS l'ROJ.! YOUR SOIL STOP 

FRJJ!KLDI D. ROOSEVELT 
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• .I.\ __,""..,. 
WAR O£PAA'TMEHT 

OFTICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF 
WMHINOTON 

SECRET 

January )1, 1942 . 

IWIOIWIDOll FOR TilE PRESIDENT! 

The followinB meeaaBB from President Quezon 
to you is r<NOasuring. 

•January .31 , 1942. 
Fro;a Ft, lUll a 

To Chief of Staff. 

Your radio nine eight seTen, tbe Preaident•a 
meaeage to Quezon was most ef£ective. Quezon sends 
following reply for President Roosevelt: Quote Your 
letter has uoved me deepl,y . I wish to assure you that 
"" aball do our pert to the end si«ned Quezon unquote . 

llacArtbur . • 

SEC 
Regraded Unclassified



/ . 

( ""' r.. 

!f 
.I ~ar ~epmtntttd 

<Offiu of tlte Qllril'f of ~ 

he PN~sident 

r i t or at\Acl>• 

JTall<!= rr :a the crotl 
'uraca.o and :.rubo • 

cArthur (dth llr!ef attacl.od) . 

or~ 

• 1 

Regraded Unclassified



-

AQ 381 (l- 2S-42)11SC 

PRal FT IIILLS 

TO THE M>JT CEIIL 

110 , 144S JANUARY 28 

• • • • • 

(SJCRET 

.TAIHIARl: 28, 1942. 
1•45 1'11 

I HAVE JUST RECEfVED THE FOLLOI!IIIC COf,'lMIICATION PROII PRESmENT 

QliEZON. 

•1 R.lVE BEEii MORTIFIED BY THE R.lDIO BROADCAST FR(II TOXIO 

ASSERTII!C THAT A !IIl! CO'lE!UIIIEll'l HAS Bl:EII &STABLISHKD Ill THE P!llLIF-

Plli&S , li!UCH COVEIOOI&NT HAS fLEDQED ITS CONroiWITI WITH JAPAN'S IIE'II 

EAST ASU POLICY . 

•I KNOW liHAT THE REAL SENTIIIENTS Of loll PEOPLE ARE AND I 

.L1! CERUlli THAT THEIR STAiiD HAS NOT CHANCED D&SPITE THE lllLITAIII 

REVERSES OF OUR FORCES. I All I.IXDIISE CONVINCED OF THE LOYALTY OP' 

THE liEN IIHO HAVE ACCEPTED POSITIONS IN THE SO C.I.LL£0 !lEW COVDOOIE!IT, 

• r WANT YOU, ti!!JiD"ORE, TO GIVE PllBLICITY OF THE FOLLO'IIIIIC 

STATDIEN'T1 'THE DE'I'EIWIIIATIOII OF THE FlL!PINO PEOPLE TO Co:;riNIJE 

!'ICJi!IIIG SIDE BY SIDi WITH THE UNITED STATES UNTIL VICTORY IS WON 

HAS lli NO liAI BEEN !IE.I.XENED BY THE TEIIPOR.lRY REVERSES SI!FI"ERED BY 

OCR ARl.IS. 1I'E ARE CONVINCED TILI.T OUR SACRIFICES WILL BE CRIJIINED WITH 

VIC'rolfl 111 THE Eli!) AND Ill THA'I' COIIVICTIOH n SIW.l. CO!iTU.'UE TO 

RESIST THE El!DIJ WITH .t.LL OUR IUCR'I'. 

"JAPANESE IIILITAIII FORCES ARE OCCUPYING SECTIONS OF THE 

PHILIPPINES COIIPRISINO ONLY ONE THIRD OF OUR TERRITORY, 

SECRET 
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Ill THE lm:llliiNG ~IS C..1 >!::'U'I'lO!aL oon::r,:;:;;:rrr IS 

STILL l ll OPERATIC!' UliDLR IIY AIJ'l'I!ORITY . 

SECRET 

I l!I.Vl: liC DIR!C'!' Ilito'-'TIC!i et::CERI:n;G THE 

VLRACll'I OF '!'!IE hwS B:'.aADC.I.S'l' l'llml TOKYO T!I.U' .l OOioiiiiSSIO!l 

COU OS&Il OF SOiolE t;ELL JOIC11ll Fl.Lll'DIOS HAVE BEEN RECENTLY 

CRGA!ilZ&Il n; IW;IU TO TAlC! CJIARGZ OF CLRT.lll, Ft:!:CTICI:S 

OF CIVIL covt:.'.llKE!Ol , '!'!IE OhGAI IZATIC.. Ct ~UCH A COJ.::.:ISSlr.!i 1 

II" TRUE , CAN HAVI': liO POLITICAL SIGNIFICAJICE liOT OIILY BECA\jSE 

I'l' I~ CliAf.GID !CllEI.Y r.Il'B Pt.'!U'l.Y AlJIIJITSTR.\11\'Z Ft!iCTICl3 

BUT J.I-0 BECAUSE THE AC-.t:n:SCt:;c;; 3I ITS I.:!OI:m:!IS TO S!:M 

lll Tll!. COUIISSIUI VIA;; EVIDI:I:TLY FOR TilE PURr OSE OF SAFE­

GLAiil>ll>O THE TiELl'JJ\E CF = ClVILl.C' POI'U!J<'l'ltli AliD CAl• 1 

lJ, IIC tAY, !D~..D::T 1'11E SE:.'TDIJ: 'l'S 0:' T'dE ?ILIPI!Xl Ttr.:AilD 

TliE E:,JitlY, SUCII Stlfl"'l!:rTS ARE STILL TIIOSE l HAVE REPEATEDLY 

PRES:;&D ll. TilE I"'n..'T: LOIALn '1'0 ~C.\ AlJ> RESOLUTE lll':SISTAliCE 

AG.\II:ST 1'lZ ::::VA.'li(';, C? CUf 'I'EIW'l'OI!Y .LiD Ll1GI1"liS , • 

AT TilE SAUE Till! I N. OODIG TO OP!..~ 1!Y L!II,l) AliD 1!Y 

r.:::ART 'l'O Yet Ir.!Ct.'T ATTll.:P'J'l.l,Q TO HIDE JJiY':'HjJiG . 
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liE ARE BEPO!'~ T~ EAR Of l!JSTO!U' A:ID COD C'ILY KloOOS !F 'l'!l!S 

IS 'l'IS LAS'!' Tn::: T:!A'!' '!Y 'JC!CE lln.J !l" !J!A.t;JJ BEFO:U: GO!liC ':'0 

l!Y CP.AVE. 

!:!I LOYALTY A!:D ":"liE LOVAL":"Y Of ':"!JE fiLTPniO p:opu: 

':C l.'l:.It:CA l!.t.VZ ~r.::!:: P. 0\n.;!. l~CtiD QfJEST!C!l . row ;:s A!'.! 

PIG-:~~ 3Y !::? S:tP ·-~~ YO'J:: CC1."':.tJJ> , CESP.T:"! 07!:R-

~:=..! !."G tr':>S. ... -: , r SE!J'S ";C !.:!: ~~IC:;.r.~ 1ll!!:n~ 

~:t ~ ;:,.s ~ ~rc~ ro r!:!•.cm LC!AL~ FRC:J rrs 

P. c:"EC~IO!! . 

TCIS WAF. :S NO'l' o:· CUR ' J.KV:C . TP.OSE THA'l' ~.AD 

D1CTA'l'ED Tl:E PCLICIES Of" 'l'l!ll lr./I'l'ED STATES COULD !IO'l' llAVE 

FATUJl ':"0 SES r:!AT THIS lS T CT. ~Y.EST PCM IN Al!!:RICA!I 

':E.:::;:TCR! . F!!.C."J '!"~ !lECI!nlniC , ':"!I!:Y SHO\"LD l!A'/E TRIED TO 

I"I1UJ "P au;, J::l'",;!'SF.S . AS SOO! AS 'I''"E PP.OSP!C":'S :.oor.ED FJ.D 

TC ll!, ! ~ !'C.u.AP!If.D Pfi.S!:E:J~ ~'CSE"ID . .'~ p~t:;:s:nru ~ '!0 

:o~t::o:: -:: p::-;r_:prn~r.s nr m A!- -c.t:: :)='i:-:::: T=.OC!:1:·. r 

~AS c:v:r !iC SA.r:~:-.t':"=O!~ i:~. 

1r.!!ll I ~ ':"C DO !:C;!ET;:I:IC '!'C ACC!:U:P.A":"!: Oll!l 

Dn"£1"Sf: Ph!!PA!'.A'l'!C!1S • ! :':A;;. S ... CPP".:D f7.C'~ OO~~JC IT . 

D!:SP!'!'! AlL THlS ":!!: llt'r.:R IIF.:JI':"An::D Fell A t"Ot:':!:T !!! 

CUR S':"A:>ll . f.-:> llECTD::J> 'C • Jl ~ B! YOU!l SIDE AI;J) 

lTE HAV.,. ;xmE ~~ B!S':' WE COULD A!J> ~ 
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Allli STILL DOING AS 1!\JCH AS COU::.O &E t:X PEC"'ED f'I!OM US 

UNDI.:. ':'!:I. cr: CIMlTA..Cl:.J. B ! 110'!1 LOMO ARE liE GOING 

Til Bt u:FT ALO'It? ::c IT Al.'UJ.DY ' D"'..CIOI:l) I.l 

11/i!:!li..C':'O!i !::A':' -=a1: PI!IL!PPI'It P!!Oir.' !S OF llu Il.l'ORI'· 

A ·cz AS !A..'!t AS TI:E FI ~ PJ::t.:L':' o:• T"W: r.'A.~ IS C~!Xc:= 

,~.:.o ~r, T'~J:FO;u;, r.o ~" CA.~ !!: u.!'!:CTED 1.1:':!: 

Ill '!':!E It!TI:J.:'.: F".":'l.'lll:, Oll 1.-: u.AS':' F::l'IY.Z 

OU1 PO".'!! or !L!i:ST~ CE !:: Cl:A'.'ST!D. If SO, I r . .A.!'': TO r..::'O'I 

.tT , B:!.CA •st I I:A',l:. ''Y Or.:i .tt::P• ,.:J!:BIL!'tY TO ~ COU:rr!\~.1 

:-:!lOll, AS P!li:SID!:!:T 0}' T:!t COI.J.:O~I1t.AL'I'I!, I J:AVI; lSD !!.TO A 

COl PL~"l:J:: \'IAR ··········------- - - --- ----------·-·--··- - --

E."FCr.:'l' . I At' C~Ll COI•C!7.ii'..Jl AS ULL F.:GAl!DL'IC TilE 

SOLOIE!S ! EAVF Clt.LJ::D ':'0 Tl .. CvLIY:!: .I.IID t':l!O A.llE 

tiC';'; !Ale !:.G Tin: FL'UP LI .'t. I r.~:r ":J D!:CrD~ Ili &:I 

O'r.! !!:.lD ll!..El'!!!F. ":l:!RZ !S J\~riFICA.tOa ::.: !:lit~:C 

C.!.. ":":.lS._ m. ro u r..n.u:t, ~ ·- FOR ':"' _ P!N:.:. 

Otn'COI!l!: OF ':'II "':A:'! T1 - Sl t.DUIIIC 0!" ~'i:IP. f-LOC'D t'A'i 
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SOl:£ (XXXXlClCXXXX) C1 jl:...'! t .. n, I ':''T~~-.\1'= 

T'IJ:: P:U:.lD!:l.T OF TI!E lltllTW S'::AT!'S •• , , •• AE 1/. THIS SA:'.£ 

' CA".:TL.. . 1 DID llOT .:LCEIVE !:'/EN ONE MHO uF ACY.NJl'ILUl­

~!'-'1 . !!; Tl!~ SAC.JF!Cl ~ A": I , 1--~:. :"' l£1 

GOV!!'.!t..,":'!' , k."!D 1!Y ':':iJ.LE :'JJCILY A . .'U: S.A...U •.J ~~~. 

I.~ l\U'""U .. ;CE TO !liE ~UI 1':1) !:AVE ACC~lD 

POSITIONS IN ':'liE CO 'USSIOII l'STAliLlS'.t.'D ~y Tilt JAPANt'SE, 

~~~.YOKE N' THFl! ~A.fl'l:.D TO CO''l: TO COl\!U:CIOOn, BUT YOU 

'::OLD ~'l'! T. A": ':'iff:'£ r.AS ·'" PU.CJ; "C.• I c • ..:A !!.::E. ~:10 A.'l! 

!fa:' Q'~!SL! .. -"Z . '!".!. ~· :SUll~ A. .... Tl i.. l'Z!' t'rJO ~E7P..l! • ~ R 

C~Clr.'!!I TO !>,!: !.. - ~ . ':':c.:;.. :::01 D.D r.::J.:' T!!EI f.A:l S~~ ASICJ) 

TJ !>J , 1!.0!:1 ri!E PW.:£7:0 .. OF Tffi:~~ XXlCXXXX GO'!;!?~ . 

TODAY T:U.1 AJIZ V!!':l:~ALLY PP.!Sut.:..."1.3 OF ':'1!t t:l:2.!! . 

I At! :Jif;l!; T!!!.Y /<.'>!: O!;LY OO!~•C WllAT '!'!lEY ':'lll.'K IS 

T!!ZIR DL":"Y . THEY A..'m !i::n' ":'nA!':'afS . ':'H:Y lXXXXX 

bl!JURET 
· 5· 
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AJU. Tlti. VICT !liS Ot THE ADVt:l\5£ t'OilTUlll:ll 01' I'/ All AND 

I IJl SUP.t THU !WI NO CHOICE . B!:SIJ>!:s , IT IS !lOST 

PROB11!1..:. TUAT tm:l ACCil'TKD Tllbr.:! POSIT-'ONS D Olml:1! 

TO SAFWUARD Tlil. lll:LFAltE OF TH: CI"li!.L.Ii POPIII.ATIO!I 

IN nu:; OCCUPlt.D AREAS . I THIIIK, ONDZR THJ:; ClltClTJISTAilCES, 

AIIE!IICA SHOULD LOOK UPON 1'1!UH SITUATIOII SYJIPATKETICA.LLY 

AND UNDWTANDIHGLY . 

I All CONYIDillT THAT YOU WILL UNDER:)"TIJlD 

Ill AIIXIA"l'Y IJlOUT TIC LOiiG A'lll'flil> REI!IFORC£1B!oo'TS AND 

T"n!IST YOU 1ILL AOADI o:«lE Ol.lSII!NGI'(Xl TO IIISUJ\B 'DiElR 

I!WlLY IJUUV AL . 

llanuel Que•on. • 

HIS PROCLAliATI ON IS BZINC GIVS!i 'l'!lE 'I!IDEST 

DISfiiBUTIO.~ THJ.T IS POSSIBLE PROII IUJU. OOTll ll'l PaDTrll 

CI.l\CULAR Alii> RADIO BBO.I..DCAST. IT SHOULD B3 PUBLICIZED B! 

YOU T!!ROUGI!OUT Tli6 lmilLD. Tfu. Lt.TTo.l IS OF S!JCi! A NATIJR<. 

THAT IT PRO~t..!LY CAN BE AIISWERED OtiLY BY Tire PRI:lSIDENT OF 

Till; ONITI'tD STATES. I tmGE ;JOST EAIINr:STLY THAT 110 t.PFOF.T 

BE SP.lRED ADEQUATW TO IIU.'T 'l'!li" SITUkTION . PLEASE 

.I.CKN0i7UDO.t l!lOOUPT OF '!'ill:S RADIO .l.loD IHFO.hll liE .lS TO HEll 

P....?LY CAll 8.. EXPECTED. 
llacAATIIUR. 

- 6-
bECHb1' 
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COP'X 

PROII 1 FT IIILLS 

TOI ADJUTANT GE!IE.l'.ALI 

110 . 148 - J ANOARX 29 

EXACT COPI 

RADIOGRAM 

J anuary 29 , .1.942 

THE FOLL071IIIG PUBLIC STATEKF11T I S REPORTED IN THE TRIBUNE 

IIANlLA HIIUARX TII'ENTY FOUR AS RAVING BEEN IIADE B'X GEN"ERAL 

AGUINALLO QUOTE SUBQUOTE INDEPENDBICE YIITH HONOR EXCLAI.I.A TION 

POINT SUBONQOOTE DASH TillS IS THE REASSURING A!INOONCDCENT OF 

POLIC'X t.I.ADE BY PRIIIE MINISTER HIDEKI TOJO REGARDI!IG THE PHILIP­

PINES IN THE COURSE OF HIS SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF TilE SEVDITY 

IIINTH SESSI ON OF' THE J APANESE I!.!J'ERIAL DIET STOP IT IS A FORI.!AL 

AN.D OFFICIAL CO.IUIITIIENT \llllC!l ALL FILIPINOS SHOULD !lARK AND 

II'ELCOIIE STOP TilE ONL'X CONDITION Il!POSED IS THAT l'iE SHOULD 

SUBQUOTE RECDCliiZE A!ID COOPERATE lllTH JAPA/15 PROGRAM OF ESTAB­

LI SHING A GREATER EAST ASIA COPROpPERITY SPHERE SUBU!IQUOTE PARA 

SUBQUOl'E THI S IS A LAUDABLE OBJECTIVE FROII VII:.'WPOlNT OF JAPAN 

STOP IT I S AN OBJECTIVE THAT DESERVES 'rdE SUPPORT OF OUR NATION 

COMIM BECAUSE GEOGRAJ' HI CALLI \'IE ARE LOCATED IN A RECION EWlRACED 

71Il'H TilE SPHERE OF COPROSPERITY PARA SUBQUOTE INSPIRD> BY ITS 

LO'XALTY TO THE I DEAL OF INDEPENDENCE Ca.o.IA OUR COUIITR'X C01114A 

ALTli>UGH NOT A BELLIGERENT COWIA HAS SECRIFICED AliD IS STILL 

SACRIFICING SIDE Br SI DE WITH AMERICAN TROOPS CO~ THOOSAaDS OF 

1 FILIPINO. SOLDIERS STOP THE JAPANESE COI&AND CANNOT BUT RECOGNIZE 

THE VALOR AND HEllOISII DISPLAYED BY OUR SO~DIERS IN THE FIELDS OF 
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• 
• SEC~ET 

!Y,C'T £Q!! ECR 
UA'._~Jl.A_I( 

PAC& TWO HO. l48 FROil l'T IIILlS 

BATTLE. WI'rHOtrr ldODE!UI AIW.UIE:rr 1 SUlliU.RIH!:S , AmPLAIIES A:ID 

A~IAIRCRAFT GUNS IN SUFFICI&IIT NU!m:::RS A1ID BA~CE, WITHOUT 

RECEIVI!IG TilE lll'!LP 'l'IIAT HAS REPEATmLY BEE'/ FROlJISED, OOR VALIANT 

COT.ITRY ~ P.AVE DO!!!: T"dEIR DUTY. Ill S!!OULD REALIZE BI NOff 

Tl'.AT rJFr$11 1\ES::.sYA.,CE liOOLD IIO'r P..l'IE J..,Y I'RAC'!'IC.U. 

ADVAII"l'AGE L'fll WOULD O:n.t r.:u.~ tJ'I!!!Cf.SSAR! SACRI1'ICE IN LIT::S 

A\1) l'RO!'ERT!':S, :rNA.SJ::JCH AS JAPA'f 1 DO!S NOT R!G.UID US Ell 

E!IEIII!S1 AN!) TliJ.I JAP.I.II I!Ol1LD ' OUDLI ClRA~ TH! PIIILIPPI$5 

ITS INDEPE!IDE~CE' - THE SAJo:! m~.ALS li!IIC!I II£PZLL!D US 

REVOLUTIONARIES , TO FIGHT IN THE PAST 1 AN!) li!IIC!l OUR SOLDIEP.S 

!lAVE BEE.~ I!ADE TO BELI!VE Tli!X ARE FlG!lTING !'OR IN THE 

~~:T liAR. 

' Ill VI&1I rE T!!IS OF!'ICIAL ASSURA'lC! ".!'/Ell BI 

THE PRI!lZ IIUIS'!'E!t Of Tilt !l!P::P.! 0'! J'APA~, LET US mr:'E 

O'Jit C~ITI!!l!E.:I !'0 ~":'CR!I TO Ti!E::R T:Jr.G Al::l !!Ol:!:S, !'0 

Ct'L~ZVATt ~ !'AR!.!S L'ill !'0 !W".YES~ THl'!rR C!WPS I!l 

alDOl T() Pll!Vl'~'IT STJJ\VJ.TIOll Al:Jl Fi!RIII!R ~IS!IIY , A.'ill LET 

US PLACE O'JR COKI'mEIICE IN Tlli PROIIIS! OP Til! CO:W..'illl:'! 

lN C!!Ir.P 01" THE IloiPEIUAL J'APA.'ItSE li'ORC!S IH Til! 

Pili LIPP IH!:S TllA T THE LIVES, PROPERTII':S 

SEC~ET 

T 
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P:UCT C'OPY 

RJ.t>IOGIWI 

PAGE THREE tm. 11,8 FnOII f'r ltiLLS 

A11D I!IUVIDlJ/,L Rlruml OF OUR CO~~~ SIW.L llE PruJTECTED 

STOP Pl..'<.'. SUI!C,ijJT! I BiJ.ILVE caet.l '!1!E!\F.FO!\E CCU.IA n 

SHOII..O L!!ID OUR I!!IOL!:IlliJlTED COOPEPJ.TIO:l TO JAPA.'I C<UIIA 

lSPECIA:.J..! IN TilE ILCI£DUTit TASK COio1'ROliTI~G US Or RE-

COllSTRliCTI!iG AND ALEVIATING 'fl!E SITFF'f:RINC~ OF OliR PEOPLE 

!"RROl THE RAVAGES OJ' liAR UNQUOTE THE PS~CHOLOOlCAL 

SIT\IATIO!l HER!. IS BECOIIING CRITICAL STOP IF SOoa:TIIINO IS 

:;or DONE SRORTLY TO BRI.~C I!LASSU!WICE TO Tlll:SI PEOPI.i THERE 

IS O.'IAVE WHG!R or TilE SUCCESS OF 'fl!E ENEIIIS PI'.OPACJ.NL\ 

CAliPAIG!I STOP SILE!ICE II1I.L DEFEAT 11S 

IIACA.RTHtiR 

E.T 

--CRET 
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• DU'AI!n...AT CW STATE 

j,_ .}. \ J '" -11. ' r THE S E C RETA R Y 

January 27, 1942. 

lOO.:ORANDUli FOR TH! P!!l'ISI!lENT 

A1'ter con1'err1ng with General J.larshall and Admiral Ki.na. I Sll88est, with General Marshall' a and Adlairal King' a concurrence, that you reply toUr. Sayre's telegram no. 29, January 24, 1 p.m. , along the linea ot the attached draft telegram. 
It is the consensus or opinion among the ottioers ot the three Departments who baTe bee~ giY1ng this matter special con­sideration that all concerned should keep 1n mind the question or the desirability that President Quezon and his family and Ur, Osmeiia not tall into the hands or the lapanese; and that, es the military situation deTelops, consideration be giTen to the ques­tion or possible need tor and possible nature ot further messages to ~. Sayre, General l~oArthur, and A4miral Hart on that 8Ubject . It is m,y understanding th.at General 14a.rshell and Adl:dral King will keep in close touch with each otber regarding tbe situation and this problem. 

It you approTe the attached draft telegram, I shall haTe it dispatchad at once to lb". Sayre. 

cH 

1 
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UllTID St ATES RlGH COMMlSSIO~&ft. 

~ILA (FORT MILLS) , P.l. 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 
lour 28, Jaaa8r,r 24, 1 P· •· 

• 

ll 

STRICTt.'f COU'lDiliTLU. fHOM !'II& PUSI DQoT TO TU 

BlGH OOXhJSSl OIER, 

One. In t he 11&ht of General MacArt hur ' • reoow~endatlon• 

ln hla ••••aae t o t he Chief ot St • ft t o ~hloh 70u refer , end 

attar oonaultatlon •lth hl gb ottlcer a ot t he aeTar al D~part-

.. nt a .oat concerned, 1 teal t~t thla queat 1on ahould no t be 

rala t d •ga1n w1t b General MacArthur a t t h1a t l ae ; nd I &Uigeat 

t hat 7ou withhold rtP17 t o the Cl~C~ and no t r epe- t no t , 

pend1na tvrthtr word t roa ha,.. , r alae t he aub ject wlth either 

a111tar7 or na• .t autborl t1ea unleee t 1rat appr oached b7 thea, 

Two , I t 1a f elt tha t a111t&r1 oonalder•tlona ~ 

paramount; t hat no e tap ahould be \~ken whloh might adYer aelJ 

atraot t be a111tar 7 a1tua t1on; and t hat eYarJ poaa1ble atap 

ahould be t •ken tb~ t will t a•or abl7 • t f ec t t hat e1tua~1on . 

The queat1on Vha t her eft7 pt reona ahal l a t an7 t 1&e be e• acuated 

ebould be a ma t t er t or deolalon b7 Gener al ~aoArthur l n the 

l l&bt of hla eat 1a• tt of attendan t ha&ar de and efteot e and w1 t b 

due oona1der•t1on or t he W1ebee or t be 1nd1Y1duala concer na4. 

ll 
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fhree . Our whole country 1• proud ot sll ot JOU and ot 

the her oic V~J in ~h1oh the r-r eonnel, both Aaerioan and 

F111~1no, or t~e ·~ed t oroee in t~e Fb111pp1nee ie Yal1antl 1 

conteatlng every 1nch ot cround ~satnet • aatl1 11rver en• •¥ 

r oroee. 

ro~. fb11 veeeage 11 1ntende4 tor your peraonal 

1nfor st1on end gul d8noe. It, bove•er, Jou ahould teal , ln 

the ll&ht ot JOUr knowledge ot oo~n1oat1ona alr eed¥ ex­

chanced or which ve h~r• r Ay not h'•• tull knowledge, tha ' 

t ho oont anta ot thla me111ge or any part t hereof eepeo1all7 

need t o be communicated b7 you to General kaoArthur, JOU 

are uthorited, in JOU r diacret1on, •o ~ak• auch oo~un1oa,1on. 
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UNITED STATES HIGH COMMI SSIONER, 

I'.AIIIILA (PORT lULLS) , P . I . 

TRIPLE PRIORITY. 
lour 2~ , Janu~r, 24, 1 p.a. 

X 

STIUCTLI COIU"IDI:II'fl.U. F'ROM TliJ: PIU:SIDU'f 'fO 'l'lll: 
HIGH COMMI SSIONER. 

One. In t he ll£ht or General MacArt hur'• reooa.endationl 

i n hie aenaca t o t he Ch.let or Bt.orr to whioh 70u refer, end 

after ooneulta t1on with high ott1oer a or the ee• er &l Depart­

cent• aoa t concer ned, I feel th~t t hl a ~ueatlon ehould no t be 

r ailed -s•ln wi t h General MacArthur a t th1e tl•e: end I ·~seat 

t hat 70u withhold repl7 to the CI~CAr •nd not repeat not , 

pendi ng fu rther word !1'011 her e, r • 1n t he eubJeot v1 th e1 tber 

allltar 7 or na•~~ ~uthor1t1ea unleaa ! lret approaoh.O b7 the•. 

'fvo , It le fel t th• t •1l1t • r7 oona14er•t1ona are 

p'r aoount; that no atep ehoul4 be t - k•n Vhloh Ni ght ft4Yerael7 

at reot the ai l lt•I'J eltu~tion; nd t h• t •••1'7 poeaible etep 

ahould be t "ken t~t v1ll t a•or ablJ •!teet that eituat1on. 

The nueet1on vbe t her aDJ r er eona eh&ll at •nJ tlae be • • eouated 

ebould be ~ catter t or deolelon by Gener al MacArt hur i n the 

li~t or hie eati a•t• or attendant h~tarde ana etteot a and wit h 

due oona14er• t1on or t he Wiebea or t he 1nd1Y1du&la oonoerned, 
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'l'hrea. Our vhole count17 1e proud of all ot you and of 

the heroic ves in vhloh the pcreonnel , bot h Aaarloa.n u d 

Fll1plno, of tba ~rmed foroee ln t he fb1ll pplnae l e Yallpntly 

oontaat104 •••17 l nob of cround aca1net vaa\lJ lar~•~ ana_, 

Four. Tb1a maaaaga 1e i ntended tor J our par aonal 

1nto~t1on and sul danoa. It, ~ova•ar, JOU ahould teal , 10 

t he l1stt of JOUr knovledge ot coaaun1oatl ona alr eadJ ex­

ohan&ad ot vh1ob va h~re r-y not h~•e full knovledga, t hat 

t he oontente or th1a maeaoge or any PArt thareor aepaolall7 

need to be comcunloated by you to Oanar&l MacArt hur, JOU 

are authorl&ed, l n ;rour dlecratlon, to r'lt.e auch oo..unloat1on. 

PA/111111011 HII!J 
I'& I IOCR 
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J 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

24, 1 9 42. 

~r . Stone brought in this 
telegram ard said he unders toed 
you had a draft t$legram on thla 
subject. 

Mo said copies of this 
telegram nave gone to A-L, 
PA/H, FE, and PI • 

.9 l1J,.. ~ .. 
~ ...),.;f ~-· ,_. .... ~ "(" I 

~~~~ 14 ~ I . 
-«r: 
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AF FROM(hnila ) 
This telegram cust bE 
closely paraphrased be­
fore btir~ oo~unioattd 
to anyone , (SC) 

~_;,:-.C· 
SEcretary or s1fa~E , 

Wash1118 ton , 

29, JanWll'y 2~ ,. 1 p, m, 

Fort lolills via s .. R, 

Dated January 241 1942 

a ,.o, 

'1'0 
s D!'~'T 

VERY SECRET, PERSO!IAL FOR THE PRESIDENT. 

I have received from Cincaf a mEssage ci t ing 

one frorn Cine Washi ngton saying "Consi dera tion must 

be given to evacuat i on frorn Corrcgidor of a ctrtain 

ftw key poli t1oal figures " and asking me after con­

f erring with Admiral Rockwell to send my conclusicna 

"including the number of persona , Prtsunably this 

will bt done via submarinu t i thcr now or 1.4 tcr" , 

I am unable to answer mu sagc of Cincaf vd. th­

out a clarification of above Vhu b i ngton musagc , I 

beliE ve only you should decide what 0 k£Y political 

figures" you wish evacuated , So tar as eonocrna 

Quezon act rccent message UacAr thur to Chief of Staff 

Marshall nashing ton , With Quezon here art his wife 

and three ohildrtn , Viet President Oamcna and Chict 

Jus tic c San to• , 

Plcaec mark reply triple pri ority , 

SAYRE 

en 

::D 

0 
0 

.-, 
,-
ri 

"" 0 
z 

·~ 

"' )> 
/. 
c:. 
r.l 
,...-

r 

' 
c..n 
cr 
, 

o· 
:1 
~-o 
~ . .-) 

' :: ...: -I 
~ .... ...... 
IJ;J 
:::; 
IP 
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WAR DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF T HE CHIEF OF STAFF 

WIUHINGTOH 

JanuaiY 26, 1942. 

Ul!UORANiiUII FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Wi th reference to the possibilities of dropping 
5lllAl.l IU'IliS """"unition to the troops at DeJ. llonte, on the Island 
of llindanao, the follor.ing information is furnished : 

1. If the field at DeJ. llonte r e:uains available or 1f 
our planes can service at a Borneo airport, it 1<0uld be 
possible to t ransport 11pproximately 50, 000 rounds of &call 
arms lll!!l!rullition par B-17 plano . One such carco ~ould furnish 
about ~ rounds per gun a t Del Monte . (Thera are 12 rounds 
of amJIIWlition to the pound) . 

2 . It is exceedin61;y difficult at this distance to 
estimate just what might be done in the constantly changing 
military sit uation in the far East . If it becomes impracti­
cable to land B-17• s on Borneo or at the Del Monte field in 
llindane.o, i t .:ould be impracticable to service such a project 
due to the length of the round trip involved between the base 
on Java to Minda.nao and return . 

J . At the present time General ?Iavell baa very few 
heavy bombers and is evidently using tbe!ll to the limit in op­
posina the Japanese advance soutb.-ard . General Bret t reported 
that they nre running two crews on each plane . This would 
mean t he t t he !}lanes would r equire overhauls at frequent in­
tervale , thus further reducing the l1m1 ted nUJOber availa blo. 

ET 

1 
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COPY 

WAll DEP AJm!El'n' 

WASHl!CTON 

December 15, 1941 . 

MD!OHANDU!il FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I suggest that the Secretary of State reply to 
Mr. Sayre ' s message substantially as follows : 

THE PRESIDENT I S DIRECTLY I~ TOUCH WI TH 

THE SITUATION Ill THE FLI.R &1ST stop HE WISHES YOU TO READ 

THE WAll DEPAR'n!ENI' ' S IIESSACE SEliT TODAY TO MACARTHUR 

WHlCB IS SELF- EXPLANATORY stop FOR EVIDENT MILITARY 

REASONS NO REPEAT NO PUBLIC ANNOIJNCEMENr OF THE NATURE 

SUG{}ESTEO BY YOU SHOULD BE 14ADE AT THIS TDLE stop GENERAL 

MACARTHUR CAN DETERJ.IINE 9/IDS MIGHT SAFELY BE SAID 

PUBLICLY end 
s/ ROOSEVELT 

0 . K. 

State to 
sen.d to Sayre . 

F . D. R. 

s/ Henry L. Stimson 
Secretary of War 

1 
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T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 15, 1941 . 

NEIIORANDOM FOR 

THE SECRETARY OF WAR 

Please let me have a 

augge s t ed reply as quiclr.l.y 

as possi ble. 

F. D. R. 

t!J -
::r' 

- ~-~ 
"' -en 

Regraded Unclassified
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Y.E V 
This tElEgr Am must b£ 
closely PArnphrneed be­
forE b Eing cottmunicntEd 
t o nnyo:'le . ( SC) 

SEcrEtary of State, 

l'iash1ngton . 

628 , Dr;ctmber 15 , 6 p. m. 

• 
M11111ln 

Dntrd Dr c rmbEr ,l5, 194' 

Rrc 1d 7: 30 a . m. 

FRO:• SA~ PERS0)1AL A"D l"''EDIATE FOR ROOSEVELT. • 

_Am grAvEly concernEd over rumors circulating 

!xr£ . F1lin1noa r 1sltlng 11ns r.nc! country on fAith 

of Aocrio~ • a word she will orotect th£Q. Under 

::cArthur' a lc ~.dersh1p they mAking magnificent dtfcnrc 

effort . America cnnnot ntrord to 1 Et them do"'" · 

!11:1s)>ere here tTn1 ted Stnt es 1<1 thholdi ng further nid 

?~d docs n~t i ntend to try brenk Jn0 blocknde . Ex1s-

tin'!; force a woe full:• 1nndcqu~>tc . Aasu::lE whispers 

untrue but 1f the ·· bE cone con vi "'ci ng thEre 's cr1t1cnl 

dnn~rr of collnpse entire structure nnd i nsui ng dis ­

P.ster. To ltvert this mP.y I auggr&t flr~t , thnt you 

forthui th ortler nvn1lnb l E rr Aouroes b£ s ent succor 

Ph1l11:>ni nee ; second, youpubllol l' Mnounce thin f l\ct , 

giv•ng ' ' c to ru~oro 1\nd oreaervl"'~ morc~e here . 

I~ed1rtc nctl on necEssnry. 

SAYRE 

REpEtition or gnrbled group r~oueoted . 

• 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Deoe•ber 11, 1941. 

MEMCIWfl)UM FOR 

sEORE'fAAY I CIESt 

I 'h1nk 11; 11 extrne1:r un­

a4Y1eable to een4 an:r oooaase t o 

aa;rr. or Qaeaon 1n regard t o e•enta 

of tbe paet. 'l'he:r are t18bU nc vUh 

tbe1r baolte aga1net the vall l 

F.D.R. 

• 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

DEC - 9 1941 

Ny doar Mr. ProGidont : 

I have roooivod your mcor11.11dum ot Deoomber 2 torwar41n' 
to this Department tor preparation or reply throe radiogram~, 
dated l!oTe::hor 29, Jlovoabor 50 a:>d Doooabor 1, which you bau 
rooohod direct tram tho U\\itod Statu Hi~ COIIC!ialioner with 
reference to certain public at&t•enta reported to haTe been 
aado recently by ProoidoDt uo&an ot tho Philippine Co::a>n-
11'1alth. 

Thio D.partaont baa noted proaa di apatohoa aont to the 
t'l\ited Statoo roportin( Proaidont Quuon• o r..,..rlco and u:>~uution ­
ably tho state:OI>ta attributed to hilll 11'1ro unfortunate and ill- tilllod. 
l do not beHove, hqwevor, :hat onythin' 1a to ba £&inod by tho 
iaauanoo oi thor in J;.anila. or in ,_ahinrton or any public otatoment 
in reply to Proaidont Quezon . 1 interpret Ur. Sayre• • laot "'"'""'" 
ot Doc ember 1 , roforr~ to Pr .. idont \Not on • 1 publ1o otatemant 
a .. ort~ hie l oyalty to you 11.11d to tho .AI:>erioan Government, ao 
modityins to some extent hia two previoua meaaages . I believo 
that a r adiogr OJII somewhat alo"' tho rollowine; linea mir;ht bo appro­
priate: 

"United Statoa Hi~ Comaiaaionor , 

·~la. 

•r h&l"e receiTed your thr" radtovaa• o~ love:::m.r 29 , Jioyc­
ber :50 LDI1 Dec-r 1. l do not boliOYo it adrtublo to u.lco .., y 
pubUo otat..,.:rt; either Lore or in l.anila ror,ar~ thia &attor but 
)'OU lli~t, 1t you th1nlc it ad'riaablo to do ao , ac!Yi" Proaidont 
QuotoD pri.atoly that hi a atato.onto have roooivod oonaidorablo un­
tnorable publicity in tho United Statu. It mu1t bo atatod that 
hia reJ:~arb were unfortunate not only from the standpoint or their 
otfoot upon Philippino-A:uriot.n rolationa but also trom tho otand­
point of tho improaaion oroatod in foroie;n countr ies . It, ao ho 
otatoo , otopo boing talcon for civilian doflll\ao in tho Phil1ppinoo 
oro inadequate , you mi,ht remind hilll tho.t we havo tho aMo problooo 
in tho United Stoteo but tima io oo procious tha.t we cannot afford 
tho luxury of &rj;UJ04nt aa to rea ondbility. 1 .., oont'idont that 

1 
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• 
Pruidont Qu .. on will not allo" oor.ethi~ whl.ob h put -.nd 
tone to prevent hill now tro. talcill,; nory poaol.ble atop to 
cooperate with the United Statu Oovo..-t, and I • equally 
oonficlent that you and other Fo4eral ortioialo 1D ti'.e Iolando 
will do norytbint; po01iblo to cooperate with tho 1'11111pp1Do 
Oover,....at 1D taldllf; approrriate otepo tor tho protection ot 
tho oivili&n population of thO F!lilippi.DOI. Thoro are boun4 
to be 41ttoronooo of opinion but public quarrels an4 olioundor­
atandin&• merely oon.f"urJe our on people and giTe oontidonoo to 
our opponente. Fr~Jl.ld in D. Rooeevelt." 

Sincerely youra , 

Seoreta.ry ot t.he Int•rlor. 

Tho P,·oddont, 

Tho Whi to Bouao . 

2 
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4'" 4< U~, VTA RCA. 

!!!: "RESIDE!II't 

IIUER!.'•1:1!: IIY 1/()'IEIIB!:ri ':' ITh"'Y 'l."C.;RL!I.~ t •TEZOt. ~0 .... .;i! I"' IS 
l'RF"l'llf:D YOU lUI !!AVE ?R!':0 ' ltf.Pefi-o 0" ·~A~Fli!NT DECFliHER ONE 

BY Q'lf"<:O~ A~r.EK'l'TNC fiTS LOYAl,~ ANI• "'HA" 0!" THE ?!!!LTPPTNE 

COI'!RHIIENT AND l'EXIPI.& ~o Y.)U AND '1l ':'HE i<IIEilTCAN GOI'£11Niffll'l'. 
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NAVA_ COMMUNICATION SE .. viCE 4~~ 
NPM 542J NAVY DEPARTMENT /,' ,t.ri'Y"''••-"" 

COMM OfFICE -'""'~ ,_,,. 
ROO MAN I LA CK 1~7 GOVT INT TWENTYNINTH'~' / ~~ 

29 I .,~ SV 

• 0 -u-t••-·---- - -
GOVT INT PRES I DENT ROOSEVELT I'IH ITE HOUSE oiASH INGTOrt DC 

PRES IJ)ENT QUEZOII YESTERDAY IN BROADCA ST SPEECH I S REPORTED IN TH IS 

MORN I NOS MAN I LA BULLETt t: COLt~A MOST RELI ABLE AMER I CAN NEWSPAPERS 

Hi RE COI.IMA TO HAVE CHARGED THH DELAY IN CIVILIAN DEFEtiSE MEASURES 

I N PH ILIPPINES WAS CAUSED BY HIS HANDS bE I NG T I ED BY YOUR UESSAGE 

TRANSMITTED (5j) 

BY RAD I O FROM DEPARTIJENT OF IHTERI Ofl NUMBER FOUR HUiiDR D SEVENTY 

ONE DATED SEPTELtBER SEVEN NINETEEN FORTY CONCERNI NG HI S EXERCISE 

Of POI'IER UNDER EMERGENCY POVIERS ACT STOP PLEASE REFER TO MY PERSONAL 

LETIER TO YOU DATED SEPTEMBER TI'IELVE NINETEEN FORT'f STJP AM 

PRE PAR l NG FULL RE PORT SH0\'1 I'IG UNFOUIIDED NATURE OF CHARGES COINA 

WH I CH I WILL SEND YOU SHORTLY ~~ ~~~~ 
172IA MX2~0V• SAYRE. 

1 
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_._EGRAM • • 
NYA44 POKIC 

f IAANILA, NovEMBER 30, 1941 

THE PRES I DENT. 

CONFIDENT I IlL. 

CONT I NUAT ION OF MY TE LEGRAM Of NOVEMBER TWENTY- NINE : 

BE ASSURED PH ILI PP INE CI VIL I AN EMERGE NCY MEASU RES BEEN 

MY CLOSE OBSERVATION FOR MORE THAN YEAR . THROUGH MY EFFORTS , 

WORKING WITH MIL IT ARY AND NAVAL COMMANDERS , QU EZOII WAS INDUCED 

CREATE C IV ILIAN EMERGENCY ADM I NISTRAT ION, WHICH THOUGH BADLY 

HAND ICAPP ED BY FAILURE TO PROV IDE fUNDS , HA S SLOWLY ADVANCED 

PHIL I PP INE CI VIL I AN DEFENSE MEASURES . ALTHOUGH WITHOUT ANY 

.JURISD ICTION I WAS ABL£ TO STIMULATE ITS ACTIV IT IES DES PITE 

DI FF ICULT IES DUE TO THE LOCAL POL IT ICAL AND MILITARY 

COMPLEX IT IES , THREE MONTHS AGO I SE NT JJAJOR MARRO N, MY 

L IAISON OFFICER, TO BRIT ISH MALAYA AND NETHERLANDS INDIES 

TO REPORT CI VILIAN DEFENSE PR EPARA TIONS THERE , HIS EXCELLENT 

CONSTRUCT IVE REPORTS INEV ITABLY DISCLOSED GLARING DEFICIENC IES 

I N PH I LIPPI NE PREPARATI ONS, SOME PROGRESS HI•S RESUL TEO BUT 

AM FAR fROM SAT ISF IED . 

THE ISSUE PRESENTED BY QUEZON 1S SPEEC H WAS PLACE MENT Of 

RESPONSIB ILITY FOR THE PRESE II T INADEQUACY Of CIVIL I AN DEFENSE 

PREPARAT IONS . QuEZON CONTE IJOS THAT EXERCI SE Of EMERGE NCY 

POWERS ACT WOULD HA VE ENA BLED HilA TO TAKE CIV ILI AN PROTECT ION 

J ,, 
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MEASURE S BUT THAT DUE TO THE AMER ICA N OP I NION CREATED BY 

CAMPAI GN OF IGNORAN CE AND BAD FAITH YOU STOPPED HIM FROM 

EXERCI S ING THOSE POIIIERS . 0UR ING SE VEN ~tONTHS FOLI.OWI NG 

HE ClAIMED HIS HA NDS WERE TIED; THAT IT WAS THIS SEVEN 

MONTHS' PERIOD THAT HE NEEDED IN ORDER TO BE READY TODAY; 

AND THAT RESPON S IBil i TY FOR TH I S NEGl ECT OF EMERGE NCY 

MEASURES WAS NOT HIS . HE STATED IF \YAR BREAKS OUT SOO N 

AND PEOPlE Ol E HERE UNPROTE CTED , T~OSE IIIHO HAVE STOPPED 

HIM FROM DO ING ~HAT HE SHOUlD HA \E DONE OUGHT TO BE HA NGED , 

[VERY ONE OF TH EM , ON lAMP- POST; THAT HAD THERE BEE N WA R 

r.O MONTHS AGO, THERE WOUl D HA VE BEE N STARVATION I~ THE 

PH i li PPINES ; IF 'NAR ARR IVE D NO'Io IT WOUlD FIND CIVIl i AN 

POPULAT ION UN PREP ARED AND UNPROTECTED; THAT DEATH AND 

DESTRUCT I ON MAY CO~'[ HERE BUT NOBODY IS GETTING READY FOR IT. 

QUEZON 1S SPEECH , WITH ITS PATENT ATTEMPT TO EVADE RESPON-

S IBI LITY FOR DE r!CI ENCIES IN EMERGE NCY UEASUR[S , CAME WIT HOUT 

WARNING . IT IIIAS DEL IVERED DAY FOLLOW I NG CON FE RENCE CALlE D 

BY ME WITH Hl l>' AND Gtti ERAL MACARTHUR WHERE IT WAS AG REED THAT 

EACH SHOULD STATE IN IIIRITING, FOR YOUR INFORMATION, STATUS OF 

CIV IliAN DE FENSE AND OUTL I NE FUTURE ACTIV I TIES. 

0URINO THE PE RIOD S INCE CREATION OF CI VILI AN [MCROE NCY 

~DY I N I STRAT I ON, (UCZON HAS AD~ITTED RESPONSIB ILITY OF 
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COI.'MONV.EALTH GOVERNMENT FOR C I VIL IAN OEFEIISE ON REPEATED 

OCCAS ION S , PART I CULARLY IN ADDRESS I NG NA TI ONAL ASSE~IBLY 011 

~lAY FI FTH, N I NETE Etl HUNDRED A liD FORTY- ONE . 

SE VEN MONTHS "HANDS T I ED" PER I OD OBVIOUSLY REFERS TO TIME 

BETWEEN RECE I VI NG YOUR ME SSAGE OF SEPTEMBER SEVEN TH , NINETEEN 

HUNDRED AND FORTY 11110 DATE OF CREA T I ON OF CEA , APR I L. FIRS T, 

NIN ETEEn HUNDRED AIIO FOR TY- ONE , FACTS CON TRADICT HI S STATEMENTS 

CONCE RNING TH IS PER I OD . OPPORTUNITY WAS NOT OPEN TO HI W TO 

SECURE LEG I SLAT I ON DURING TH I S PER I OD, BUT PRESUMABLY HE MI GHT 

HAVE PROCEEDED UNDER ORD I NARY POLI CE POWERS OF CO~MONWEALTH 

GO VERN MEIIT . 0UR I NG TH I S PER I OD GENERAL GRUNERT AND I 0 10 

EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ST I MULATE HI M TO AC T, 

AM FORWARD I NG TOMORROW , AIR-MAIL, FULL REPORT PROV I NG 

CONCLUS IVELY QUEZON1S ALLEGATIONS REGARDING RESPONSIBIL I TY 

FOR S HORTCOLIINGS CIVILIAN DE FENSE CONTRARY TO FAC T . Ow i NG 

OE L1 CA TE I NTERNAT I ONAL SI TUAT I ON AND FACT Q~EZON 1 S ATTACK 

BASED UPON YOUR CONFIDENTIAL I NSTRUC TION TO ME, I N THE ABSENCE 

OF FURTHE R DEVE LOPMEN TS , I 00 NOT FEEL FREE TO MAKE S TATE '-'ENT 

OF MY OWN, UNLESS SO 0 I RECT£0 BY YOU . I VENTURE TO SUGGEST 

HOW TO PROCEED THAT YOU MAY WISH TO STATE TO PRESS : 

(1) THAT FAR FROM I MPED I NG C I VIL I AN DEFENSE MEASURES 

Regraded Unclassified
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'crt~£ ~lpi£ ~~Olt5£ 
I.IAN I LA - NOVEMBER 30' 1941 

:WIIll!ringimt 

AMER I CAN AUTH OR I T I ES IN THE PH I~ IPPINES HAVE ~ONG URGED 

AIIO STIMU~ATEO COMMONWEA~TH AUTHOR I T I ES TO ~tAKE CI VI LIAN 

OE r ENSE P REP ARAT I ONS; 

(2) THAT AMER I CAN GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER P ~ACEO OBSTAC~ES 

I N THE WAY OF APPRO PRI ATE LEG I S~ATION BY COMMONWEA~TH GovERN-

MENTOR USE OF EX I STI NG PO~I CE POWERS FOR C I VI~ I AN DEFENSE 

ME AS URES AN D; 

(3) TH AT I F PREP ARATIONS rDR C I V I ~ I AN DE FENSE I N THE 

PHI LI PPI NE S ARE I NADEQUA TE , AS PRES IDE NT QuEZON A~~EGES , 

THEY SHOULD BE MADE ADEQU ATE FORTHW I TH BY THE CONST ITUTED 

AUTHOR ITY, THE PRES IDEN T OF THE COMMDNWEA~TH , WHO ENJOYS 

THE FULL COOPERAT I ON OF AMER I CAN AUTHOR IT I ES . 

SAYRE . 

1 
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Jl'CRET 
WAR DCPARTMIHT 

OFFICE Of' TH£ CH 1£1' Of' STAFF 
WASHIHOTOH 

4pr1l 2J ' 191.2. 

lll'ltoRA!1DU!.I FOJ\ TilE PRESlDEI:IT 1 

Subject! Diepoaal of Philippine IJcnet&ry 
Reaerve on Corret idor Island . 

The W10r Depar~oot baa jun r ocd•ed a unsage f'rog 
Gennu Wain,.i0ht. wbieh atat.ea that tho Philippine 01onet.ery 
reaene ca.posed of allnr coins with an acc;regate :race Ta.lue 
or 15,192,000 resoo baa boen Juaped in llanU. Bey. Tbe aeooap 
r;i..,a, in dew.il, tbe landao.rko 1'1 wbieh this mc:mey 111&7 be re­
coYOred when caruli limo pan11t . 

For the preoent thio 11018NCO 11 bein~ held in the 
110at secret archives of the liar Dept.rt&ont . It rlll be turniehed 
to ouch offi ce or official of govwrncent es you :ay direct . 

C:!Jil CR EJ'l' 
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Lt. Rigdon: 

This eaae from t.ne W&~ HoOm 

file of dil!patchea on t.t1o c""'pa10 n 1n 

the Philippines , 19~2 . 1 think you 

should have it . Chief Hoying also hae 

eeveral other papers from the e~e file 

for you . 
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COln'I"C::llTI AL 
llarch 11, 194~ . 

llDIORAilWII FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

I "" in!onae<l that tba President 

aakod about tbie .. tter. 

Very raepeott\1~, 

r.(..~ 
.TOI!ll L. llcCJW. 
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CONJ'ID!NTIAL 

UNITED STATES FLEET 
II.I&Doo .... Of tQ Covv• ... Df Cllll:r 

U'fT CG'.urnawT. w~ 0. C. 

March 10, 1942. 

CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM FOR Al!.!IRAL EDWARDS: 

SUbject: Use or Omaha Class Cruiser as Bl ockade Runner . 

1. (a) Onl.y CONCORD, TRENTON, !.dEMI'mS sod RICEMOND 
have sufficient radius to make the trip and r eturn. 

ficient radius 
(b) OMAHA, CINCINNATI, and MILWAUKEE have sur­
to go out but not to return. 

-/;;~"" (c) DETROIT radi us i s too short to ensure her 
getting~~ if she is compelled to run long at high s peed. 

2. (e) "As is" with crew, provisions, armament and 
ammunition, etc ., on board, the useful cargo that could be 
carried by any of these cruisers is less t hen 60 tons. 

(b) By reducing crew to 400, boats to J , ~mmu­
nition to about JO per gun, stores and fresh water to one half , 
about 530 tons or cargo could be carried. 

(o) BY further removing planes, catapults, 
aviation gas , four 6• guns, four 3" guns , torpedoes , torpedo 
tubes, the total useful cargo could be raised to 780 tons. 

3. BY way of comparison, the ARGONAOT could carry 
about 198 tons, and the GRAYLING about 138 tons. 

4. The OMAHAS have a di stinctive silhouette which 
cannot be readily modified to resemble any Jap cruiser . 

5. The chance or an OMAHA getting i n appears very 
cmall and the ohanoe or both getting in and getting out appears 
to be practi cal ly nil. ;(J 

C.+-~ . /1 1!{/\/A., c: «~dt:" , V Rear Admiral , U. s . Navy • 
........-

/) 

1 
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To: CCUSAFIA 

J ~l!.ll 

s 

!fa.r Dept . No . lll4 

Aprll L , 19L2. 

On Aprll Jrd Emlono inforaed the ll&r Department 
1n substance B.S follows: 

Ship, l:l&lllled by • Na"y crew, left Honolulu for the 
Phllippines •t 10:00 A.ll. l.od*7 with a total cargo of 
4 , 258 tons . This includad one aU.lion ra~iona c011plete , 
nighing 3 ,000 tons, 340 tone of •at, 20 tons or 
ciguettes, 150 tone or aili, 200 tons of rice and 
548 tons of u:nml.Uon . H 1o ea~i.Mted that the trip 
will require 22 dqe. 

IID.rsba.ll. 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROII TK£ SECRET ARI OF liAR 

' 

• 
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COMu ANDER Ill CHIEf' 
U. S. FLEET 
ur.r.vro 

IJ~2 ·"-'' 11 13 24 

::arra ti ve or .... vents, Asi a t!c :.:- .. c~t 
Lo"'Ldinc up to War and 

FrOI.l 3 Dece: bo•r 1')41 to 15 Fobruury 1942 

• by 

.. d•.ir-.1 Thos . C. · 11.HT 
Co,-,·,andor 1"\ Chief , AsiaLlc FleiJ t 

~:- ':l.t> s:our c<' or r.1:1tor~al for tl j nn:-r ativa 

is l"'r -·•1:-' 'l d!:tr; ~cd 'l r· 1, o" unnf!"ic1"1 lett,. rs 

·· ic'· •tror e • .,.,.,li , ::'he onl· · of!'1c~n1 Asiatic !"l'ct 

lC'Cil'•~nts "\VO'lnl '(' r or 1.' c yr ej•ar'l t'on Of tLJ.s 

·t :r-r"\~! 7 1\'-:tr'l a '"('tf\1 tios ~t~' ---~ ;u~d tl c co,.rn!lnon-

lf't"!C, .. cort"l! ·" i '1 ~ ,..ile ~·.3r ed ".;,closnre (,-...) 

t o ~o· 1Sou ·"~ 'lC :•"Cr·~t 1,-,r :tal JH- :!4 o~" · o.rch 2.7 , 
1n··~ ~~ . Zi ,('P. l~ !!J r."l.rr nt1.v4! and t 1 • f1 1A Just rr• ­

,. rr ·l t~ 3" co-.: l·•: ·•nt nr:· 1n co~t.cxt, t: •' r ond1rc; 

"f 1 C't1 rlll f'.:rr' 'll '1 norc COl ,1·•tro r<ct ,. · t! '\n 

cu.n 1.JO cai '\· .,. =-ro· u; tl .( .. r on-:- a, on<' . ""1 1 oti Pr 
i.si i. ' 0 7l(h't !'11~~ ( :-.::. wnll :ta all 16th ·:nval 01s­

tr:ct ~"il ·!I .7; ::cl. cent~~ .,J rnch infor:rot!on on 

t~is 'utj~:ct) ""'l'" lost •l-1~ ~o .;nery oc t!<'>n . 

,,· I I .. ~~ 
0 ... - -,. 

I 
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••• • CONPIQIHX IAL 

--. 
• 

A backgr ound to any operational narrative 
tor the Aaiatic Fleet'• prepar ation for war and of 
the avanta durin« the war's first two or three months 
needs be auppliad by outlining the steps which were 
taken toward joint operations with the N. E. I . !orcas 
and the British forces, - particu1arly the latter. 

It can properly begin about mid- Januar y , 
19411 when Co~~~:~~~~nder llcCrea came to !laniJ.a and 
acquainted us with the outlines of a new War Plan. 
At the time of his visit, the Chief or Starr, Rear 
Admiral Purnell, (than Captain) , was at Singapore 
engaged in the second conference with the British. 
(First one was 8- 15 November 1940 ) . Incidentally, 
Admiral Purnell attended all of the conferences, tour 
in all, with the British and the Dutch1 directly 
rapresentins CinCAF, and hence became the officer or 
that Fleet who was best in touch with what would pro­
bably face us 1n case or a war with Japan while we 
were a llied with the British and the Dutch. 

The cain lines or the cooperative position 
which our Asiatic Fleet occupied vis-a-vis the 
British and the Dutch, ware brtehy as follow9l-

Under the first plan, which Co~nander 
llcCrea brought out, the intention was that we would 
reinforce our Asiatic Fleet with at least a Cruiser 
Division, one Carrier, and a Squadron of Destroyers 1 
while the British Navy would cor.tinue ma1n1y engagea 
1n the At lantic1 - and perhaps the western part of the 
Indian Ocean. Later, February to April 1941 the 
position became reversed 1n that our Asiatic Pleat was 
to receive no surface ship reinforcements, whereas the 
British Fleet would be reinforced heavily, with 
Battleships and Carriers included . The question ot 
unified command of Nava1 forces neve r became at all 
definite . At first the trend was toward American 
command, and then later toward British command, 
corresponding to the relative preponderance or Naval 
forcea available. All through tho negot iations and 
conferences the Dutch Naval command occupied a poaition 
quite subordinate to the Bri tish; they tended to be in 
closer touch with the Bri tish cocma.nd than were we, 
particularly so as t ime went on and exchange of visits 
between Java and Singapore increased. 

- 1 -
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A cha r ac teristic of the aforesaid 

negotiations, conferences, etc ., was that tle Br 1l1sh 
Navy seemed always t o pr inar ily rea ture tl".e cont r ol 
or trade routes over broad areas , (with rart iculnr 
regard to ocean escort of t l o E)npii'O ' s troop and 
supply convays) , whereas we tended to reinir~~c tlo re­
quirements 1n thot res pect to tt:e conspqu.-r.t "vail­
ability of naval concentrations rrerar"'CC for dir .. ct 
coobat. Consequently, u.~re was a r att.Pr basic con­
flict between !lr i tish and Ame r ican vio:-ws ; tl.i s not 
only obtained i n the Far I·:Bs t , but is also unde r stood 
to hnve existed in '.'lashitot;ton,- so thl'l'P was no dis­
agr:eement on this ·oajor point r. ii.t.ir nur a.·m Sl'rvice. 
One resul t was t'·at , Rll tl:routh ttl' J'•lriod l":.ding 
up to t ho wa r, there never was an..v acrt>e~.er.t with tt.e 
British, ( and Luten) , unde r which strategic control of 
the Asia tic Flee t was to rnss out of AMerican hctnds . 
Therefor e , only "cooper ative action" was pr ovided for . 

The Br itish Naval authorities at Sin&oror~, 
w1 th the Dutch J~D,rt1c1pat1ng 1 m:>de considernllP r ro­
gress wi th joint war nl Ms \knO'I·n as "P!.EJ ... PS") 1 
ba s ed upon the forces a vaiiuhle hut nlso us,.ful lf 
naval forces wer e con,sidPrnbly increased; thoy nlwe:ts 
suppli ed CinCAF w1 th copies , one of wr 'ch vmnt to 
OpNav. The Br itish ::a val 3UU.or1 tics Wl'rP n"V"r nble 
t o obtai n concrete eo::~t~!t~Pnts fro" <'! tl .<'r t>.e 
:.us tralian or I lew , ealRnd t;avies , bnth of w c:l hP1 d 
out and re tairwd the ideo or concentrn ttne thP! r cwn 
ships in their homo waters tn C'l!le or a wnr will Jnrnn . 

As fer as tt,. sin tic ?l,.,.t ""s con.,,.rn"<< , 
the war began wi t1 no co<::.'llitr.:ents t ...,tard ·.r e ' r · ~!sh 
or the Dutch exc.-rt for on<' ~rlr.or one :- • o •ur ly ~I e 
bri1. ish Fnr f.aste rn Fl<'Pt w1U> Destrc;<rs , ur to two 
Div isi ons, if and when t hnt Fl<.>"t t:r•·•• to thr in l"nded 
dimensions , c emprisins c' 11 tnl St ips , C nrri, rs , " t " . 
'.le still wer e 1r tl".e rcs1 tion of .,u <'n-.o• "!' "Y"~" ·sir.<: 
cooplote strategic control or tJ.,. ,,si >t!c : 1 t c n 
tho war be&an . 

Looking h~tck At tl 13 ti 1111 , t l " lPC'Y of' rr"­
para tion for joint action \ <'t'f'Pen tl e tl'.r·· e ·:nvi• s in 
that area WI<S rPnlly sericusl:t d1s-<h" nt•: •c'l j• only 
two particular fActors ;- t~" p"r~onn"l of •! li•t!c 
Fl .. et hod acqui r f'd no ~a~111~ri ty "'i th I he • • : . 9.r.d 
J.:al nyan waters lllod rrerr.rntions !'or ! C'i! t t • t' ">1 
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oper ations were quite ineonplotc. There was also tho 
lack or pe r sonal acquaintance as arnonc offi cers of 
the thrHo Fleets; but .lJl.c most disadvanteceous cir­
curstance was American-rick of familiarity with the 
waters in which they later had to fight . ~ortunately 1 
however t considerable preparations had been made in t ho 
field or joint communications with tho llri tish and 
Dutch . As a result of ~•o very comprehensive con­
fPr ences on t his subject , and with the benefit der ived 
f r orn a fair ly len&thY practice period in the use of 
the s pecial cryptographic aids and r adio channels , 
radio procedure , <'tc . , the outbreak of war round us 
r easonably well prepared in tl•e field or joi11t communi ­
ca t ions. 

It will be recalled that ~doirol Tom 
Phillips l. R. li •1 ar r i ved in Sincapore wHh 11EPULSE and 
PRI:<CE Or' !/ALEs about 1 Uecel:l\ler 1941. The now Eri tish 
COII\!llander in Chief ca.oe to tlaniltl alMost ill'lllediately, 
(and bef ore confer rine .,i th ei thAr th .. Australian or 
Hew lealnnd !Ia vies 1 or with the Dutch Commander in 
Chief) ; he arrived there on 5 Uccember . ~cfore t hat 
tiDe I felt that the situation had beco~e su~h that 
there would be no objection in eoi .ng to Singa pore for 
confer ence myself , but Admiral Phillips MOVed first . 
'./e con!Prred through 6 Decembcrt with LieutenAnt General 
l.!ac.\rthur present until the conrerenco l·ecar.e strictly 
naval 11nd in detail . (Incomplete steno;:raphic record 
is available) . A joint despa tch to the respective 
Oov er lllllen t s was aereed upon anci sent 1 late on 
6 Oecember. ndmir al Phillips then rett~ned to 
Singapore, (flying both ways), ~o follow up by con­
ferences with the Dutch, the Australians , and the New 
tealanders , but the war came on before such confer encrs 
wer e hel d . 

ljotP:- Chief Air ~arshall Sir Robert 
Brooke- Popham visited :enila early in npril 1 1941 and 

once or twice subsequently . Tho first visit had no 
r esult and I doubt that the ltlt"r onPS did. TherE> wan 
a cood deal or 1\ ttendant !'Ublici ty which I considered 
to be quite undesirable inasn•1ch a s all t.,e t.ll1es 
still had much buildinc-up remainine . It was not 
timely from tl r standpoint or International !•elations 
to forewarn enrml es by s•1ch sh01v o~ conferen<-es . 
Those between llavy officials wl're kept secret, whethe r 
held in Sinea;x>re, Batavia or l.!anila. 
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'§VEN'l S UP I 9 1 JUNE 1941 

Conrnander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, arrived 
~anile Bay 21 Oc t ober 1949 and t henceforth none of 
the Flee t was north of Philippine waters , with the 
exc~ption of t he China Gunbonts and the occasional 
schedul cd visits of the Navy Transports , There had 
alreadY bee'1 discontinuance o f forwarding Marine re­
pl:>ct>mPnts i nto China for t he det,.cW.ents at Tientsi n 
and Pekin. This was later ex tended to the Fourth 
l..arines at Shal18hai so that all the Mar ine detach­
.,.ent.s i n China r an down 1 n numbers to the corn~equent 
i nc rease of the Marine s in tho Phili ppines, Al so, 
ei ther TIJLSJ. or ASHEVI LLE wer e beine kept in 
PhiliPI'inl.' waters1 l eavine only one of those two 
vessels with t l:e :>outh China Patr ol. 

Upon arri val in hlani la, Commander in Chief 
s oon f ound tha t the Commandant of 16th Naval Di str ict 
was i n unsatisfac t ory mental and ne rvous state and he 
dr opred out f r om i llness on 12 December, This entire 
period was cllar .. cteriz.ed by personnel difficulties i n 
the 16th J:ava l Distr ict ·.1hich, indeed , endured to the 
Pnd . ArtE'r an inte r im of fiv e or six weeks another 
hga r rldmiral arrived t o take over the District; but 
aft~r six months he also was invalided home, After 
enot~er interic of s~~e weeks , during which the second­
in-co~1and of the District carried on , a third Rear 
,,dmir al ani ved, about four weeks before the outbreak 
of the war . There were , therefore, in all, five off icers 
who acted as Cor.L=ndant of l.l e District within one year. 
This in i t self 11as a source of inefficiency, at a time 
when the de!l'.ands upon the District inci dent to i.ncreased 
wor k in serving the Fleet , plus t he handling of a good 
many " pr ojects" in preparati on for war, placed a 
heavie r l oad u pon the personnel of the District than 
had ever obtained before , 

The :;a val es tablishment in Manila Bay was , 
of course most inadequate and difficulties of an 
i ndus ~rial nature were very great , Unfortunately the 
be~t personnel obtainable, which i n such a situation 
mieht have i mproved matters t o a gr ea t ex tent, was not 
avai l able , The DE'partment had for far too many years 
sent offi cers, line of f icers in particular to the 
16tr. District IYho were not of the quality {hat the 
c ondit i ons call ed for . Olongapo did run very well; 1 ts 
c~~andor and tho Constructor , (for the DEXfEY) , were 
excellent , 
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The situation, which is very brief l y 
aketcbed above , was always a handicap to the correct 
tunctioninc or the Asiatic Fleet command as a whole. 
lfnertbeless , i .n upkeep or material, we were usUAlly 
able to aeet the most important demands and , since 
the lfaval facilities a t Cavite and elsewhere i n Manila 
Ba7 were mostly put out of action very early after the 
outbreak or the war , these defic i encies did not con­
stitute a serious handicap after hosti l i ties actually 
be a an. 

During t he period, and subsequent ly , a 
.. ss or directives i nvolving alter ations t o ships 
was received f rom t he Navy Depar tment. Yost or them 
showed no differentiation over similar ships on other 
stations some seemed not t o fi t Asi a t ic Fleet' s 
own speclal requirements and t he total involved was so 
sreat that availabl e industrial facili t ies would have 
been swamped it it had a l l been t aken on. I n con­
sequence, Commander in Chief established priorities 
to control the character and quantity undertaken ,-
of these a lterations which had been ordered by the 
lfavy Department. A number of them wer e of such low 
pr iority on that l ist that Cavite never even appr oached 
undertaking them. 

The industrial force at Cavite became ex­
panded t o the limit of the plant, In or der to better 
care tor immediate needs and t o increase potentialities 
f or tuture Navy Yard work var ious small pl ants in 
Manila ware given cont racts tor work within t heir 
capacity which resulted in some alleviation of the 
conaestion at Cavite. This pr actice d i d also set up 
sutticient organizati on for uti l ization of t hose 
co.aercial facilities, 

During the period, i n addition t o var ious 
•poll 16th District "Projects" 1 looki ng t owar d better 
preparedness, there were underway t hree lar ge ones :­
Bxtension ot underground Navy facilities on Correcidor; 
the Section Base at llarivel es ; and the !laval Ai r 
Station at Sanaley Point, (Cavite) , 

The underground work, Corregidor, was i n­
stituted in the Spring of 1940 and it was a vastly i m­
portant project:- Invulnerable rAdio communicat i ons , 
t orpedo and ammuniti on storage and handling and 
atorege for spare parts 1 general supplies and pr o­
viaiona. The work was aone by t he Army, rrocc~ded 
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rather slowl y and wa1 still incomplete 1n November, 
1941. But the installations were of great use, never­
theless; tor instance, essential radio communication 
was never interrupted tor long, even under heavy 
bocbarclment. 

The Section Base was started with very pri­
mitive construction facilities and went very slowly 
at first . It was well conceived and included storage 
and sCilla maintenance facilities as well as those tor 
operations. The work had gotten far enough along, by 
December, 1941, f or the &Stablishment to be very uset'\11 , 
except for the Net Depot which never got startedi 
such net planting as was accomplished was done wlth 
very primitive facilities. The construction of the 
Ammunition Depot, Mariveles scarcely got started,-
the Contractor had only just finished his usual rather 
elaborate livi.ng and working establishments for his 
own personnel . 

The Naval Air Station , Sangley Point, never 
even approached completion and, anyhow, it was mostly 
burned out by the first bombing attack. or course it 
was in a location quite vul.nerable f r om the air - and 
it was likewise so in conception and design. That 
Base was a $5, 000,000 .00 project, as conceived and 
designed under control of the Navy Department. The 
CinCAF had proposed a $2,000 1000. 00 Air Station, which 
would have meant fewer eggs 1n one basket, but his 
principal argument was that the less elaborate - and 
semi-permanent - establishment could be completed 
earlier. However, it may be said here, but for general 
connection and as applying to all plane and prepara­
tions, that CinCAP had insisted upon a po11cy of con­
cealJtent and dispersal within his own cocmand, as an 
essential defensive measure. That policy had obtained 
froc the Winter of 1939-40 and it applied to the entire 
coomand . 

. There was set up, (Autumn of 1940), an 
auxiliary operating air base a t Olongapo; it had been 
continuously occupied and used for many months before 
the war began. Preparations had also been made for 
operating from Los Banos, on Lacuna de Bay, where con­
ceal~ent of planes alone the foreshores was socewhat 
practicable; the fac ilities there wer~ extenporized and 
at practically no expenditures. 
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Froo the \'linter or 1939- 40 the words 

hS- IS camo to be applied to Asiatic Fleet war plena . 

This was b~causo of insistence upon hav ing in r eadi-
ness opera ting plans which were based upon going t o 

war with thP f orces and facilities which were 
actually 111 hand . There had been too gr ee t t endency 

t o build plnns around forces, etc ., which had been 
recon~end,.d , requested, or o(lly hopod tor . Paren­
th~t1cally , it OAy be mentiOnPd that Said tendency 

'NilS fos tared sor~ewba t b:f tl:e Depar tn:en t ' s basic plans 

and its instructions for preparing contri buting pLans . 

As applyinc t o the 16th District those ins t ructions 

c~plicated ~8tters and the tro;d was toward too much 

thnory . Tho time had arrived ( 1940) , when plans had 
t o be practical and with readiness t o use what act uall y 

existee - apart f r om efforts to build up in forc es and 

racilides . Th" .. s - Is policy increased the labor or 

planning because chanees had to be made as reinforcements 

wore rPceivcd or as faciliti es increased . The f or mat 

end the conpliance in detail with the Department 's in­

structions pr obably was not good . Even with our short­

cuts , the plans were usual l y not strictly correct or up 
to date but the AS - IS idea did pay when the time came. 

During the per iod , there was close touch 

by CinCJ<F' and by Comnandanti 16th Kava! District , wit h 

tho Commanding Gener a l , Phi ippine Department , Major 
Gen~ral Grunert, who was ent irnly c ooper ative and 
willin~ to coQe ha~-way , Despite t hat fact , little 

procrPss was made t~•ard cooperative acti on be tween the 

anna where it was most nacded ,- the respective air de­
tac1u.cnt:J , 'The main reason was that .,rtrY Ai r was bu1ld­

ine up rapidly, in fighters particularl,y , absorbing 

~8n1 partially trained pilots and was, in general, in 
such a prPlimina ry state t hat coopera tion seemed not 

~·at. t1r ely . A Brigadier a rrivPd to take ovor the Arary 

,.1 r Cot:r"•an<J but he soon went orr on miss ion to China, 

~al•ya , Java, etc . , an~ his a r rival did not promote 
coopl'ra ti VP Arrant;eJnents • 

. 
In conjunction with t h e Arary , thf' plan tor 

t:liniu._ thr entrance to Lanila Bay was extensively 
rPvised . For years that plan had been d efective in 

that extrr1oely little at tention hnd been g iven to nav i ­
,;Rt'nc tl o cntrancl' by our ~shipping after the 
minP- rields werf' laid . (Under the old plan such nav1-

eat1on wo11ld have been so difficult and dangerous t ha t 
ecr,.ss and tner,as would hsve been impracticable under 

.,on .:eat• 'lr IUY.I visibility condi tions) . Furthermore , 
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Army' s fields had previously been pl anned with no 
t hought of enemy submar ines . The plan for the Army ' a 
mine fields was e xten.sively chaneed and Navy ' s some­
what. Arrangements for movine the DEWEY and for 
moor ing her in operative condition at Llariveles were 
compl e t ed. 

CinCAF also entered into a verbal agree-
ment with General Grunert under which the mining of 
Manila Bay coul d be done 1n ~:- Army to plant 
either its inner or outer fiel d-·- or both - and Navy 
only to mel<e a bluff at planting its mines ; but we were 
to send out warning notices to the effect that ell 
entrances were dangerous and to put into effect the 
r egular a r rangements for patrol and for taking shi pping 
i n end out through the gates . I t was estimated that 
some time would elapse before it coul d be known that 
t he Navy mi ne fields were a bluff and that we would 
get the effect of a fUll closure for a period. Then, 
if the mining turned out to be unnecessary, there would 
not be much loss because the Army mine is recoverabl e; 
the Navy mine of course is not . Furthermore, planting 
the Army fields was bound to be a long pr ocess wher eas , 
when the time came the Navy fields were supposed to 
be planted very quickl y . There was frequent con­
sideration, over many months , as t o whether or not the 
situation called for pl anting but this arrangement never 
was eff ected . Navy end liar Depar tments eventually 
ordered all the fields planted. 

During this period , Commander in Chief, 
Asiatic Fleet 1 was somewhat too often in a disadvan­
tageous posit1on because of untoward delays in ob­
taining necessary information from Washington. This 
was due , in part , to a lack of understanding of Far 
East conditions by subordinates in the Navy Department. 
The mos t prolific source of the difficulties lay in 
fai lures to transmit secret documents with necessary 
despatch. 

This period was also marked by the be­
ginning or publicity 1 including speeches , which were 
directly threatening against the Japanese. Commander 
in Chief viewed this tendency with considerable alarm 
because nothing is ever gained by threatening the 
Japanese, their psychology being such that threats are 
likely to wholly prevent their exercise of correct 
judgment. Furthermore, such threats appearing in the 
press , etc . (though naturally mos t of it wes from 
wholly unauthoritative sources) , tended to put tho 
Japanese too much on guard against the preparations 
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for war which were thPn belnt mad~ ln thP far East 
or which shortly follow~ . 

In late 1940, all !iaval depAnd.,nt ~ •"re 
sent from t he enti r e s ta tion, includi"l& thr i h1l1f11nos; 
there we r e over 2000 women and children. At Uuam 
there was an additional 100 but , (rea~on unYnonn) , 
they were not evacuated until late 1941. 1'he Army ' s 
dependents followed the !lavy • s in a fcv1 months . 
Dependents of other federal offic la ls in China w"r" 
evacuated at the some time ll!l t.hP :;avy • s Lut t.l " Sll""' 

pr actice was not ex tendnd to such dependents in the 
Philippines . That was unfortwlate . 

The F'leet , unde r lhe Depart,;.ent•s dtr .. cUon , 
took four Danish freighters into "protPctlve cust<Yiy" . 
They were Diesel ships; all deck officers and 
sufficient engineers lo run t hem were found on board . 
A considerable effor t was oevoted toward retain!ne 
that personnel intact and in a proper =~ntal attttud• 
so that the ships could be readily rut into opPration 
when so directed . 

There was established , in kanilA 1 an en­
listed men' s club in a building const ructed for the 
purpose by the Commonweo.lth and used by us on a r"nt•1l 
bo.sis, This filled a long felt need in that it con­
tributed greatly to the men ' s comfor t and health and 
tended to reduce disciplinary offenses by lii'erty wen. 

The "Neutral! ty Patrols" , which were es­
tablished in the Autumn or 193?1 were continued th- ouch 
t he period, But t he administr ation of those patr ols 
was such as to feature our own wa~ training . che 
objective of such flights, coreovur 1 bec~e 

the Ja•an~se 
rather than nationals of the particlpants in the 
European War. 

The Asiatic Fleet based at ~nila Ba7 froa 
its arrival in the Autumn or 1941) through the Pnsuinc 
Winter and carried on usual schedules of type 
exercises, etc . Also, there were inserted sooe period~ 
of exercises which involved all types . There had teen 
a dearth of such work because of the usual peacetime 
duties which had to be met on the Asiatic Station . 

The Asiatic Flef't submar ines had heen in­
creased in number from 6 to a t otal of 17 without 
any increase in tender facilities . This ls a condition 
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which is not par ticularly dissdvantageous unJ.ess ex­
tended over long per iods. However the shortage 1n 

tender facilities on that station did exist for a long 
time and was a sour ce or privation for personnelt and 
or difficulties in maintenance . The Pleat shoula 
have received another tender at the same time as the 
subcari nes, i nstead or being required to fit out a 
mer chant ship, as a tender, on the station. There 
were even great delays in getting lhe ship, (the OTUS) , 
in hand and no very great progress was ever accom­
plished toward converting the ship into an adequate 
tender. One of the Danish freighters would have been 
1'\llly as suitable as a tender and she lay in 'Janila 
from July, 1940. We made an effort to have her pur­
chased for the pur pose but the deal tell through, in 
Washington, 

The greater part of the Fleet spent about 
si x weeks , April and May, 1941 1 in the southern is­
lands , (Tutu Bay, Tawi Tawi, etc . ) , Scheduled 
exercises were continued from those southern harbors 
over the per iod, and the Fleet returned to ~anile Bay 
at the end or ~y. 

Looking forward t o the possible loss of 
Manila Bay es a bnse for the Fleet, we took t he 
following measures: - There was loaded into PECOS

1 
TRINITY and the large tenders as much spare am~tion, 
torpedoes, spare parts , general supplies and pro­
visions as the ships could carry . This meant a con­
siderable quantity , (2500 tons)l end though the con­
ditions for storage, particular y as regards ex­
plosives, were reasonably safe t hey were not in accord 
with usual 1/ava.l requirements. These measures still 
left good supplies of all such materilll in !.!anile Bay 
with the exception of certain machinery spares for 
the combatant surface ships . Not many Submarine spares 
were inc l uded - only what CA::OPUS could stow . It was 
all planned i n detail1 extended even to the spare pro­
peller s and SOde shnfting and did generally pu~ the 
Pleat into a much better position to meet serious 
eventualities t han would otherwise have obtained . 
Addi t ionally , about 150 of the largest aircr aft bombs 
were put in charge of the British llav-; at Singarore 
through a quite unofficial arrangement, intended to 
conceal the fact . The auxiliaries consequently were 
loaded r ather deeply and the two tankers had to be 
limited somewhat in their future cargo fuel capacity; 
this, however, was not gr eat because in the good 
weather which usuallY prevailed, they could bP safely 
loaded down below the usual marks . 
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FRCIJ 1 Jl1NE to 15 JUNE 1941 

Early in June the Commander in Chief 
decided that the time had arrived to set up his Caaaand 
?ost on shore where strategic command could be 
r eadil y exerclsed and to thus place the Fleet in a 
better condition of readiness for its initial deploy­
ment for war . The reasoning was b r iefly as tollows :-

The esti~ates of the situation as heard 
f r om i"iashine; t on and as seen from our narrower field, 
but in c l oser proximity to Japan, had been in general 
concurrence . I n November , 1940 , CinCAF had submitted 
an appreciation which concl uded t hat the Japanese in­
tended furth er aggression and that such would most 
likely be to the southward . Later, during early 
Spring, opinion changed - no signs of building up for 
a southern advance had become manifest - and the De­
partment was informed t ha t we thought t ha t a Japanese 
i nvasion of Siberia had become the more likely. 
That opinion prevailed for only a frN~ weeks. During 
thP Spring i t was seen that the Japanese were becoming 
more s~ueezed ec onomically. They were not getting 
oil out of the ll. E. I. at anywhere near t he 1 , 800, 000 
ton per annum r a t e and were being more and more 
r estric t ed in obtaining other r aw materials , f rom the 
south t.he southwest 1 by the measures of our own Govern­
ment a s wel l as by the Br itish and Dutch. Paren­
theti call y, t he people of the United St ates seemed 
to have beccme more anti- Japanese than before and 
the pr ess wa s indic a ting a s entiment against anything 
in the nature of a ppeasement. Si nce an inability to 
o~tain replenishnent of oil supplie s would alone, 
and soon, meaJl a des per ate cond i tion for the Japanese 
Lhe situation bade f air to become menacing. 

By ~ay l94l , it had been settl ed t hat 
hSiatic Fleet would not be reinfor ced with surface 
slli.J'>S but tha t there. was intention to very heavily 
incrensc the flri tish Fleet in t h e Far East. The 
natur a l se<]uence n ould be that if a j oint Naval com:mander 
l'l 'lS established he would be hritish. The little joint 
pl :uminc 17hich was l eing actually accompli shed was 
l'etween th~ ;,ritish a nd Dutch local fleets -' with an 
inl'or nal ur. .. erstandinc that an.v of our J;aval forces 
w!.ich went s out h woul d expect to fit into their tac­
tical plans . Our war plan for initial deployment pl a ced 
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our surface shi ps toward the south but the various 
considerations in the rie ture effectively pr es­
cri bed that those ships should be under a Task Force 
Comoander; and also apart rrom facility or radio 
communications, that tho Asiatic f'leet administra­
tion and strategic command should bo from on shor o, 
Manila Bay . Authority for moving the Fleet Office 
ashore was ob t ained froo the Navy Department . 

Consideration wns given to establishing 
the Fleet Command Post at Cavite or s~~gley Point , 
but that idee was discarded . Commander in Chief ' s 
presence would have tended to interfere with the pro­
per status and fUnctioning or the offices or the 
16th Navel District . All space and facilities there 
were already taxed and an added uc t1v1ty in that 
space would have been disadvantageous from all stand­
points. kOreover, it was seen that it was mos t 
desirable for Com:18nder in Chief to be located for 
easy and convenient conference with U. S . Army 
authorities, looking toward impr oved arrangements 
for cooperation. The same applied as regards the 
American High Commissioner , but to lesser degree . 
Since , also tho Fleot anchorane •was natural l y near 
to L!nn1la, lror leave , liberty nnd supply pur poses) 1 it was decided to establish the shore Command Post 1n 
IJanila City . Thero was no Arn~y office space a vail­
able to us and provision for a Joint Command Post was 
still in the planning stage. 

The most sui table place was in a building 
on the waterfr ont which the State Department was 
-planning to use for the U. S . Consul and the Trade 
Cocmiss1oner. An effort was made to obtain this space , 
but the State Depart~ent was entirely non-cooperative 
and, though the needs of its officia~s were or quite 
minor impo~tance and already fairly adequatelY looked 
after1 the Foreign Service did not recede from its 
positlon. 

Accordingly, sone space was rentod in another 
building, also on thn waterfront. This space was 
sufficient and was suitable except thnt it was in a 
commercial office building where maintenance of secrocy 

"and security of pnpors, otc ., was difficult and required 
str ong guards . 

During the period there was disclosed 
other instances of ioportnnt documents being baJly de-
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' 
layed on the way to CinCt.i" rro, ;:o.vy :• .. vrtt.(•ut . 
ThB difficultie-s seemed to 11(' 111 ~~ '' r"nt ~1,.. ..• , .. ~ 
and the mistake!! in opcr ntihL 'l 'l ~:·~tell ~~r 1r ·' ­
mission ot secret L.ail . In tl • rul , r.o r••al •1 '' ·~ 
r e sulted but tr.e repeated ~u'1 1 1•rn,: c •Hsc<! ur ,j s , 
to say the leas t , 

I f'\CP.iv ed a nor::~r"ll 1 tt."r ,..:-o- ·.'!-:~ 
Admi r al Layton, R, l:., ind1cnt1n,: •• .t I 's co·..r· · ' 
had authority over t he r ri u .. h on in•bs~r;: in • cr•• -
west Borneo and TZould :!nsti t utr f re: P!''ltic~~ ft-r 
dernoli tion. Thi s was a scqucnr• r c<"•··iclcr I lo 
"conver sation"> bric!'ly !IS rollO'IoS :-

Ourinc t he 1'/intar or 1');)?- 11-0 1 it lvcu:.e 
apparent within t..'>e ~<s iatic ?l><'t con:>and tt•at tlt. 
Far E:fl.s t potr ol o= suppl i P!l co:.st1tut •d ~;,.. "'nc 
strategi c r aw t.aterial tr.ot wo••l•l '" :1! !lol•~~·l. •l u.::. 
t o Japan in war . In la t e lCl~ , •11 ,r ~; ,, 'i..,h 
ofCic13ls or tte "Stanvoc" Co-"l;nn~~ , (w1 c::(\ i ol:l!r.,; .. 
were r.~ostly in Sur.atra) , wcr~> 1n 1'11n11;: , - t~!lry;o;l C 
attendance during the :; , -· I. - Jar-ar. cc . .!'~ re· '< rn 
oil ·.7h i ch had recentl:r teen cora! l~>t ·' in -·t<>t~a . 
CinCAF obtain<>d f r oo tho .;tcmv'\c of!'1ci3ls so,. •·r­
t o- date datll conc~!'ntne the industry rurl cn·tn' 
"inside" i nfor:nation on t'le (;011"'' 31 : i-::t·1re sur-our:lil"t; 
that si tuation, On al l occo.oiono tt,ll'r,.a!'ter ,- ·•:<1 
particularly durine Capt•~in Purr~>J 1 ' q ·rr~cm~ eon­
ferences , at Sincapore or ":l';:lVi'\ 1- ~ v,r;: vJJ o .. • . 1.' ~:r 

was taken to urt:e upon ouch autl.or1 tie:; a::; cc··~ • t' 

reached the nocessity for re•ldi!"!'~s: '""' 1 .... ,..,: .... 1 ~ . . . .. . : . 
petroleun to llll i nvadi :'lC en'-''1:1 . ;;e "'"· r~s~"t "'l ~l •'; 
col!llllon knowlcd ._e to tl o off,.ct ~'\t •: .or··:..;' . !r -
paration and resolution, to ~l·•t ,.r.; , ex · ~· ci r. 1ld 
serve as a deterent to tl.u rro5i e~!.i•t"' <::P~ .• :.~ . 

J;atur all:r , the v '\s t irrortnc.~e cf .. 1\ -
ject was a pr o.rent to all \'tho wouJ.-: tl · ~ ~~ ., ... 1 t •.:.tl 
our pr ospective Allies had 1 t l n ,,ind nll olor•t: · It 
vtas a t the snme time c l onr t hot co,,n..,rci:.l ••nci 
business interests , ant.i rivnlri"!l were vprv , tt:h in 
the picture 1- )1pnce our ur!;int: nn•l .. vcn i:t3ls~m.~" 
about a r eaai noss and a will for tl•lstrt.ction. :'I.e 
order of cood fnith in which u,e VBricus oil cc -
panies ate t th" requests for said 1 r". a r at1 ~:ns • ,.,_,:! 
to be: - (1) Stanvac. (2) Dutch- ::!.•11, <:n :1 e 
Bri tish company i n north~cst for neo. T:.P l~tt"- ~c d 
to r:ulke little l'ro~;ress tow'l:·rl t:.is "sccrc <l •t.rU." 
preparation Ulltil the Br itish Corrandt>r "'' t!.•' -lo: t 
acquired author ity . 
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CONFlDElfTIAL 

16 JUNE to 30 JV!<E 1941 

The Russo-German war began and it was 
definitely a surprise for we had received no in­
dicat ion that the Russians would not grant a 
sufficient nUJDber of the "reques ts" which we had 
heard the Germans were making on them . This event 
caused CinCAF to again consider the probability of 
a Japanese aggression into Siberia rather than to 
the south. There was indicati on that the German 
attack on Russia was also a surprise to the Japanese, 
which was naturally a factor in the picture. All 
things consi dered, it seemed likely that the Japanese 
would direct any new aggression into the channel that 
seemed most profitable to them, irrespective of what 
the rest of the Axis wanted . Therefore, a southern 
advance still seemed likely and, whichever way things 
turned 1 it was seen that our own plans should primarily 
be on that basis . Consequently, we made no change in 
either our plans or in our mental attitudes . 

During the period, word was r eceived fTom 
the Navy Department tha t Washington had withhe ld 
approval to the report of the last Singapore Conference, 
as not meeting the purposes of the prospective Al lies 
in the Far East theatre. I ncidentally, that last 
Conference had really ended only at about the point at 
which it should have begun and had not produced a 
practical, realistic plan which would carry through . 
There were so many conferees present that difficulties 
were great, without pr ior agreements, agenda , etc . , 
and it was too hard a t ask for the presiding officer 
to handle . 

However, there was not much cloudiness as 
regards the Asiatic Fleet' s situation and what was 
expected of it. There was agreement and under standing 
with the Navy Department on the general lines of a 
war pl an involving the Far East. It was clear that 
the Initial Deployment of surface combat ships and 
of large Auxiliaries was to be t o the southwest, 
most pr obably to base on Singapore, - but the Depart­
ment continued to leave much to the d iscre tion and 
initiative of Ci nCAF. In his hands r emained the 
decision as to what ships would deploy to points out­
side the Phi lippines and what ships, i f any, were to 
pass to the strategic direction of any other conunander . 
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••• • CONTI DE!lTIAL • 
At the end of the peri od, the Fleet 

Offices were established 1n the Uer s man Bui ldin&, 
on the Manila Harbor waterfront. A Task For ce was 
established with the Chief of Staff, (Purnell) 
commandins , and assisted by an operations star} only. 
All files , document s and Fleet 1'lag equipm.ent which 
would not be needed by the Task Force Commander 
were moved orr HOUSTON!- into storage or to t he Fleet 
Office. Henceforth, a 1 fleet administration and all 
operations of units not included in t he Task Force, 
(which became designated Task Force Five), were f rom 
on shore . 

No ext;a officers, other than some V-7 
Ensigns for cedi~ boards , were t aken 1n1 for fleet 
or task f orce staffs . That meant harder work for 
the s taff officers but their working conditi ons be­
came impr oved ; HOUSTON had been ve ry cr owded a nd hot . 
The Fleet Of fice was continuously open, with watches 
established as on board ship, Radio communications 
~Yore established i n the Fl eet Offices ; there was 
also a visual signal watch , wit h adequate equi pment, 
so that rapid communications were as good as when 
the Fleet Flac was ship- bor ne , As soon as these 
arrangements were completed, the Asia tic Fleet command 
was stream-lined for war . There would remain, a t 
most , only the transfer to HOUSTON of less than one 
patr ol pl ane load or administrative staff personnel 
with equipment. The Fleet Office eventually became 
quite adequate and satisfactory. I ts establi shment 
and its work would have required much less effort if 
it could have been in the Tourist Bureau Building , in 
the space which the State Department insisted on 
having for 1 ts Consul , 

Durtne the period , the Fleet held a goodly 
nunber of those gunnery exercises which require the 
most in the way of equiproen t and servi ces . The 
Fleet ' s work was somewhat interrupted by typhoons . 

1 TO 15 JULY 

The .i>SHI>'VI I:.I:.E was. totally disuble'd off 
Swatow , Chi na , durine bad weather . MARBLEHEAD was 
sent to the rescue and towed this gunboat to Manila ; 
sh~ as well as TULSA was henceforth retained in 
Philippi ne waters. The MARBLEHEAD again showed high 

- 15 -
/6 

Regraded Unclassified



IJ 

CO'lFIQE;lTI A !t • 
efficiency in that mission ; she was an old shi p but 
hel" pers onnel ulways made tho bent of what they had 
and this Cr uiser could always be depended upon. 

The Task Force , (the surface ships , in­
cl uding lar&c Auxiliaries and also the Submnrin~s) , 
left Uanila Bay and oper ated in the southern waters . 
The harbors of the Sulu chain were most used but 
the ships visited other ports as well . Task Force 
Five COI!I!:18nder •s directive was to return ships , in 
small detachments to llanila Bay for 2 to 3 day 
visits , in order to replenish stores as needed and 
t o eivc liberty. The two Tankers continued their rather 
frequent voya~;es to ll . E. I . oil ports fol" cargo. The 
Fl eet had for some time bran getting most of its fUel 
f1·om those fields and it was obtained f r om at least 
tllJ•ec por ts in order to \VOrk up latitude !Uld 
elasticit y i n supply, We began administr ation toward 
keeping all Navy- 01-med tankaee filled and also beean 
working on tho commerical fuel companies to thP end 
t hat they would keep as heavy reserves as possible ,­
particular ly in llanila tanks . 

From this time omvard
1 

3 to 6 patr ol plnnes 
operated cont i nuously along the southern boundary of 
the Philippines . Thqse operations were in part 
"neutral1 t y pat rols" aml in part for ceneral secur1 ty. 
Later 1 an unofficial understandine was entered into 
with the Dutch Navv tmder which there was some 
linking up with the air patrol which they had l ong 
maintl\ined a l one the nor thoast boundary of the N, £. I. 
The patr ol planes based on their Tondel's . Certain 
minol' basing facilities were also extemporize<i on 
shore on Bal abac Island and in the Gulf of Davao. 

A damaged Sl'itish Battleship passed through 
bow1d for Bremer ton. This was the second British 
man- of-wa r to visit ' !anile for fuel , etc . , while 
bound to a u.s·. port , ·:1e made every endeavor tOI'IIlrd 
secrecy and avoidance of publicity but t he Hritish 
per sonnel showed no great interest to that end, 

In an excellent public speech , on 4 July , 
t he Alller ican Hieh Comnissioner , the Honorab l e ;.:r . 
Sayre sh01·u•d a decided change in mental attitude 
to.1ard tho possibilities in tho international situation. 
1\ few months previously he had thought that the 
possibility of OUJ' becoming involv~d in a war in the 
Far Zast wes quite remote . The American Hi&h 
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CO'lF!QEliTIA!t • 
efi"ieiency in that mission; she 11as an old ship but 
hel" personnel always made tho bent of what they had 
and this Cruiser could always be depended upon. 

The Task Force, (the surface ships , in­
e l uding large Auxiliaries 1 and also the Submarine~) , 
left Uanil a Bay and operated in the southern 1vaters . 
The harbors or t he Sulu chain were mos t used but 
the ships visited other ports as well. Task Force 
Five Collllll8nder ' s directive was to return ships , in 
small detachments to t:anila Bay for 2 t o 3 day 
visits , in order to replenish stores as needed and 
to give liberty . The two Tankers continued their rather 
frequent voyaces to N. E: . I. oil ports for cnreo. The 
Fl eet had for some time bren getti~e most of its fuel 
f1·om those fields and i t 11as obtained f l'om at least 
three ports in or der to ~York up lati tu<le and 
elast icity i n supply. We began administl'ation toward 
keeping all Navy-a.med t ankaee i"illed and Also beean 
working on the corunerical fuel companies to thP end 
t hat they would keep as heavy reserves as possible , ­
particularly in Uanila tanks . 

From this time onward , 3 to 6 patr ol planes 
operated conti nuously along the southern boundary of 
the Philippines . These operations were in part 
"neutrAl! t y patrol s" and in part for c;eneral securi ty . 
Later , an unofficial W1derstandint: was entel'"ld into 
1'11 th the Dutch tlavv \Ulder which there was some 
linking up with the ai r patrol which they had long 
maL~t~1ned a l one the nor theast boundary of tho !l . <: . I. 
The patrol planes based on their Tonders . Certain 
minor basing facilities were also extemporized on 
shore on Balabac Island And in the Gulf of Davao. 

A damaged British Battleship passed through 
bow1d for Breoerton. This was the second Rritish 
man- of-war to visit 'Janil11 for fi.lel , etc ., while 
bound to a u . s ·. port . '.'le made ever y endeavor tol'lal"d 
sec'!'ecy and avoidance of publ1c1ty but the !1ritish 
personnel showed no great interest to that end . 

In an excellent public speech , on 4 July , 
t he American Hieh Comnissioner, the Honor able •lr . 
Sayre shO\·n•d a decided change in mental. a ttitude 
t~;a;J the possibilities in the international situation. 
1; feVI mont hs previously he had thoueht that the 
possibility of our becoming ~nvolved in a ~ar in the 
Far Zast wes quite remote. The American High 
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Coamissioner had by now chaneed his views and , 
with his fUll establisb.ent, had becooe quite active 
in pr omoting , fostering and directing the local 
measures under the ca te&ory of "civilian defense" . 

During the period , r ather defi nite in­
dicati ons were received t hat the Japanese were about 
to begin a much more inclusi ve occupancy of Indo­
China . Moreover, that they were pr ojectin& a build­
up in their mi l itary strength as well as an inrrease 
in econoa1c control or th8 t country , On 15 July 
the Commanding General and C1nCAF receiv~d directive~ 
to proceed with layine the Arury and Navy mine fielrls . 

16 TO 31 JULX 

There were a considerable nucber or 
changes in the Japanese Cabinet during the per iod 
which was, however, mainly marked by thei r military 
occupation or all or Indo-china, The ;;aval seizure 
and prospective uso of Tourane, Kamranh Bay and Saigon 
was of course included and became a matter of great 
interest to the other Fleets in t he Far Bast, The 
flying fields which thus camo into Japanese use did 
not bring Japanese aircraft any nearer to Luzon but 
did constitute a serious advance towa rd ~alaya . The 
Indo-china French, (Vichy), surrendered their country 
to the Japanese, afte r some littl9 decurrtng, and the 
latter's powerful amphibious expedition did not cor-e 
into action, The Jap ships hung fi r e in the vicinity 
or Hainan for some days . As a ma t ter o~ exercise 
as much as a precaution, llavy patrol planes made soce 
flights in that direction but did not get into contact , 

We obtained news of certain financial 
and economic steps which our Gove r nnent was instituting 
asainst Japan. On the 27th the induction of the 
Philippine Army into the Federal service was ~~ounced, 
with Lieutenant General Douglas llacArthur to coonand 
the mixed forces which were to be known as the U. S. 
Al'lnY Forces in the F'ar East, (USAFFE) . 

Mine layine by the .. rmy and the Naval Dis­
trict began at once - t oo hastily in the case of the 
tlavy - and notices of t he rae t and of the navieati onnl 
dangers were issued immediately. Steps were at once 
taken to patrol o~r the fields with our small vessels 
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and to conduct the normal. sea traffic t hrough the 
gates, The warn1ng not ices were issued repeatedly 
but keeping ships out of danger consUIIIed much 
etfort1 all small craft available were assigned to 
the duty and even Destroyers had t o be used 
occasionally. There was loss of one or two small 
vessels and some lives despite all precautions . 

' The plan was to defer laying the mine field 
at Subic Bay and the out er Navy field off the north 
Kanila Bay entrance until the dry-dock D~fEY was 
moved. The dock arrived at lola.riveles on 22 July and 
was there moored· in condition for docking ships; 
she was made seli-operating and self- sustaining . 
Uuch materi al and several tools, as well as personnel 
autticient for operations, were brought down from 
Olongapo. Conditions were difficult and the many 
obstacles to operations wer e overcome by efficient 
and devot ed effort of the personnel. Lieutenant C. J . 
Weschler was in charge and was both untiring and very 
abl e. The D~ later accomplished a great deal of 
ship work at Kariveles and continued in operations 
even after the siege of Bataan was well along . By 
the end of t his period, Olongapo was abandoned except 
as an auxil iary air base and for occupancy by ~arines 
and some Navy personnel, 

Two weeks elapsed after the Department 's 
order before CinCAF was able to report to Washington 
that Subie and Kanila Bays were closed by mines; and 
the fields were far f r om eooplete even then. It was 
previously known that the Army's planting would be 
slCIW but the Navy's was expected to be rapid. One 
reason for the s lowness did lay in adverse weather 
tor it was the season of the year ' s worst weather along 
the west coast or Luzon, Moreover1 . it was somewhat 
evident t ha t the type of mine supplied the Navy was so 
delicate in certain features that very highly specialized 
personnel was required , The Naval District either did 
not have the requisite personnel available or did not 
properly adm1n1stra te it because the mining l<ent badly . 
In addition to technical errors, there was also de­
ficient seamanship and poor arrangements for handling 
the pl anter s . The Fleet Gunnery Officer and the per­
sonnel or two, (Bird), Sweepers which had recentl y 
arrived on the Station, eventuaily solved the technical 
and the planting difficulties . But so many mi nes were 
lost t hat .the integrity of the fields was considerably 
d eprec ia ted. 
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•• COUF11JFJiTIAL • 
Tho Task For ce continued exercises i n 

southern Philippine waters , Maintenance and alter~­
t ions were beina carried on by Cavi te and the 
normal nwuber or ships under overhaul was continued , 
The OTUS 1 s conversion to a Submarine Tender was 
part ly coopleted and she join.ed the Task Force, Ve <ey 
little had beon accomplished in addition to the 
"hotel accomodations" and proVisi on for storage. 
There was noth ina available for her shop equipment 
and t he conversion or this ship never got any 
fart her. O'i'US did help socewha t with the Submarine• 
but a rully ade~uat~ Tender 1 in addition to CANOPUS , 
continued to he badl y neede<l , 

Authority and final arrangements were com­
pleted for puttinc the t our Danish freight ships i nto 
t he carryinc trade under American Presi dent Line 
manacemont , Their total capacity was 33~000 tons and 
the Far East had lone been rull of rreignt awaitinc 
sh!pn .. nt . Tho .telays 1n utilizi ng those four ships 
was exa\l)er ating , frOi:l the local standpoint , The 
r eason was not really known but there were signs that 
t oo much rorcalism and too many legalisti c factors 
had been in the picture . As heretofore stated, one 
of t hese four shi ps was Physically available for con­
vers ion into a Submarine Tender for months before 
OIUS arrived a t Manila, 

1 TO H Al/GUST 1941 

The ~ne laying continued and approached 
the poi nt o~ fair security against entry into Subic 
or t.:an1la Hays of anything except small Submarines 
an<l shal l ow dr aft surf ace craft . The various diffi culties 
within the ;:aval District continued - accentuated by 
sickness of key personnel - and the affairs there 
conswnl'cl much t1:ne and effort or the fleet collllla.nd and 
starr. Tho f leet s t aff was being very hard worked, 

The Commanding General 1 USA FFE, and CirCAF 
exehanged official calls and held brief conferences. 
CinC.,F set for th his personal position as regards the 
r-<>thods or cOC\.'llandin& his own forces and explained 
a~v possible rel~t1onsh1p with the other two Fleets , 
::e statPd that he did not think the time had yet 
arrived to d i sturb the cooperate r elationship as 
<.-t.,een the !laval District and Philippine Depar tment 
or tle Anny nnd t ha t such cooperation hetween Dis t rict 
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and Coast Defense , ~nile Bay, should continue t o be 
direct and immediate in any case, However, CinCAP 
stated that he had established his offices in Manila 
r ather t han at Cavi te in order t o facilitate con­
f e r ence , etc ,, and that he would always be available 
for 3uch, on a~v subject . A l ittle l a ter on account 
ot thP r ecurrent i llnesses or the District Commandant, 
CinCAF informed Commanding General, USAFFE, that he 
ra ther t han the C01111nandant would be t he Commanding 
General ' s opposite number in All respects , The in­
duction of the Philippine Army and the buildtng up ot 
the USAFFB was beint acc()l)lpanied with much publicity , ­
which condition conti nued t hroughout , 

Durine t he period, we heard that current 
opi nion i n some quarters was to the effect t hat t he 
Japanese would attack Siberia but we cade no modi­
fication in our own pr eparations or attitude, CinCAP 
informally called tho Department 's at tention t o the 
vulnerability of the Marinas a nd Gunboats which were 
in Cnina . He also adv1sf'd 1 informally, tha t an.other 
Play Officer be sent to COMmand the Naval Distric t 
so that the i ndustr ial activi ties could be separated 
from thA Distr ict COI!U1\and. (This was befor e the current 
Commandant was i nvalided ). 

The oper ations or Task Force Five continued 
as befor e . Its commander was in Llanila f or two days , ­
in HOUSTOl1 which had r eturned for supplies, I t was 
entirely apparent t hat t he Task Force and its t rainin& 
wer e bei ng efficiently handled, 

l 'i TO 31 AUGUST 

The per iod was uneventful as far es the 
Asiatic Pleat was concer ned . It included the com­
pleti on of understandincs on certain points in war 
:>lans ,- which were not or major i mport ance. CinCAF pre­
pared an "appreciat ion" concerninc the continued re­
tention of his forces in China which set f ort h his 
orinion that they should be withdrawn t o the Philippines 
in the near rutur e , An el ection of Commonwealth 
officials was pendine and was the subject of greatest 
current i nter est within t he Philippines . 
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1 tO lS SEPT& BER 1941 

• • 
This period also was unmar ked by Pv~nts 

or decisions or any considerobl~ i mpor t ance , The 
large projects looking toward 1Ar(!'lr scale rendiness 
or the Naval Distr ict begun movinc nlong at n l nt t r> r 
rate , Cavite continuo<! routine work on shi!"S . Tho 
Teak Force continued 1 ts trainl ng in soutl,ern Wl\t'lrS , 
with ships returnine to Manila every 4 to 5 woe) s , 
in detachments . Because or th'l v ery ereat short,.ee 
1n Submar ine Tenders, the six S- class Subr.arines were 
be:ing based at Llanila as Ttell as WE>S !"Ossibl e . Tho 
tirst or t he Pacir!c Fleet cruisers wl'ich had \.eeun 
to escort important west-bound ships arrived . :any 
more American and British officials ~~an usual wer• 
stopping orr at ·.:anile as they t ravellod on their 
various missi ons . 

Little informati on conccrnine thP JnrnnPs~ 
was being r eceived f r om any source . Such mms ns 
did arrive indicated tho t t he rinanciol and cconorr.ic 
measures which hod been effected against t hem Ttoro 
resulting in such pressure tl .a t tho Japa nese 11ould 
have to effect adjustment in the not far distant 
future , 

1 5 TO 30 SEPTE: IB£R 

The press indicated that t"ere v1as a r atl !lr 
w:ide-spread belief in the States that tie tension in 
tho Far oast was becaoine cased , ~ore authoritative 
advices di d not agree and while there see::1rd horc t~.ot 
there would be a peaceful settl~~ent of t!e outst and­
ing d:ifficult1es with the Japanese, tl ere was no 
definite gr ound for optimise. Eowe'ler, t~e Japnnese 
P'leet was found t o be returnine t o hotJe b'tses and tl .er'l 
was no evidence or 1ncreas1ne occupation of Indo-Cllna. 

The HENDERSOll r:ade a r outine transrort 
voyage , including calls at China ports , 1:o repl~~ee­
ments were sent to our Forces in China and th>rr 
were some withdrawals addltional to srort- tinors oo 
that t he r emaining Forces wore :- /.t Pekin nrd Ti .. nloln , 
200 Marines and llavy . At Sh~nehaii 800 rnr in'ls ond 
llavy . Also t hree Gu.nboats .:>n tho a.ver Yo..'1gtze nnd 
one in South China. Tho llavy Depar trtent had r"jectPd 
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th, recCJmJaendation that those Forces be wi thd,rawn 
C~urrentl;r with this voyage or the Tr ansport, 
C~ had, aside from his concern about personnel in 
the 'Llnerable locations, hoped to obtain the Commander 
or th, Yangtze Patrol for other duty, Another Flag 
Oftice1 was badly needed in the Philippines , 

Information received indicated that strong 
A~ re~orcements were arriving in the Philippines, 
or enrout, and that about 80 modern pursuit planes 
were alrea\y on hand, There occurred, (23rd) , a 
protracted '\.nterview between the Commanding Ge.neralf 
USAP'P'B and \he CinCAF,- at the latter's instance . t 
was learned \hat the USAFFE was going far beyond the 
war plana, by including in the Defense Zone virtually 
all or the Phi~ippines except Windanao and Palawan. 
The plan envisaged a fully equipped ground army of 
200,000 (eleva~ divisions) and a powerfUl air de­
tachment. The date of complete readiness was to 
be about six months in the future. CinCAF' put forward 
the necessity for cooperation,- generally, but more 
specifically as between Army and Navy aircraft. He 
also made known to the Commanding General the ma jor 
points in all the conversations with the British and 
Dutch Fleets and explained our current situation 
as regards joint action with those forces, 

The Rear Admiral commanding 16th Naval 
District was invalided home. There were continued 
instances of failure to receive important information 
from the Navy Department and CinCAF was constrained 
to make an offi~ial protest. The fuel situation was 
impr oving in that increased stocks of boiler and 
Diesel fuel were bei.ng kept on hand , The situation 
was less satisfactory as regards high- test gasoline . 
All fuel storage was vulnerable from the air . ::uch 
or the Navy's gasoline was in drums which were kept 
dispersed as ~ch as pr ac t icable . 

The Fleet received six modern Motor Tor pedo 
Boats which were transported on the deck of the 
GUADALUPE. Such transport r equired extensive deck 
fittings and, while so fitted, i t is to be r egr etted 
that t he ship was not employed to carry out another 
half squadron of the PT boats . \'le had expressed the 
bel.ier that the Phil i ppine waters would be the mos t 
favorable l ocation possible for that type of weapon, 
Was inrormed that another Submarine reinfor cement, for 
the Asiatic Fleet, was under consider ation. The CinCAP 
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empl".atically urged that an adequate Submarine Tender 
accompa.ny, or preeede, any reinrorcintl Submarine•. 
He also urged upon the Department that an additional 
Patrol Plane squadron be despatched t o the Philippine•. 

It was also strontlY recoanended that a tull squadron 
of navy Dive Bombers be sent out, f orthwith, for 
reconnaissance purposes in the dangerous Formosa 
sector as well as for their offensive power, We had 
a tentative pr omise or availability of Army aerodroaea 

in north Luzon, 

1 TO H OCTOBER 1941 

The nunerous visits of high officials 
durint this period continued and included Dutch Arrq 
offieers, Air Chief :!arshall Sir Robert Brook- Popham 
also cane to Uanila from Singapore , for a second 
visi t - ostensi~ly }or conferences on Army affairs , 
7hor e was consider able attendant publicity to which 
the Ai r Chief :.iarshall was not adverse , and CinCAF 
advised the t:avy DepiU'tment that such was an undesir able 

fenture ; thnt in view of our vast defense preparations, 

i n hand but far f r om complete , time was in our favor 
an~ t hat nothi~ une3sent1el should be done to pre­
cipit~te matters . CinCAF conferred very briefly with 
Sir Robert,- ~~ere seemed to be little to talk over. 

CinCA:' conferred with the Commanding General , 

US,.!'FE1 and i nfor:ned him of the current and prospective 
disposi t ions or the Fleet and on the reinforcements 
which had arrived or were pending . The subject of 
nircraft cooperation over the see was also discussed 
and Cin';t.F' s tated that he would produce an official 
letter which would set forth P~s own proposals and 

hence serve as a concrete basis for further dis­
CIIssi on , 

Tusk For ce Pive returned t o »anila and was 
te1nrorar1ly inactivated, the conunand and starr movint 
t o the Fleet Of fice but leavL"\& all in readiness 
f or r e-activation of the Task organi~ation and command. 

Tho ships had been al'fay from Base, ror the most part , 
ovllr a reriocl of three month~ anc.l needed to return 
ror ~ore suppl ies and various other attention. Such 
in~orantion as was available i ndicat ed that although 
the si tuo tion vis-a-vis Japan remained tense, there 
was nol t;;r eat i :n11ediate daneer of a r upture and t hat 
t h,. tic" was as !'avor·tble !'or the ships' return as 
would likely be afforded . Ano~~er important catter 
for port a t tent ion concernad the loads of munitions 
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and materia~ in the large auxiliaries . The con­ditions or stor age had been unfavorable for f our mont hs and some rehandling of it was requirpd. Further­mor e , a cood deal of Fleet adcinjstrat ion was in arrears and requirPd the presence in port of ships , Unit Commanders and full Fleet Staff. The CinCAF also had in mind discussions of broad scope and the possible reconsider ation of the Fleet' s Oper a ting Plan. 

The depart ure or the Task For ce from Uanila was not scheduled during the per iod :- The souther n Philippine harbor s wer e open to Submarine a t tack , whereas t here hod been pr ovided at least sooe mine­field protec t ion in Manila Bay. We l7ere no t at the t ime in posi tion for the use or harbors in the N.E. I. or Malaya. There was no 100" solution which would give securi ty against surprise attack. 

16 TO 31 OCTOBER 

Durin& the per iod , the underground work on Corregidor and the building-up or the Section Base at Yeriveles made good progress . The Fleet ' s work in harbor continued and some underway exercises were held. Two Destroyers collided during night exercises and were therebl disabled for several weeks ; (PEARY end PILLSBURY) . Information was received that HOLLAND end 12 large Submarines wer e being transferred from the Pacific t o tho Asiatic Flee t . CinCAF wrote a f ormal l et ter to Commanding General, USAF?£ , as a basis for more concrete understendi~s concerninG ai r operations over t he water . 

The Japanese Cabinet underwent a r e­organization. The n~ws of it was reason for concer n and new decisions es r egards added sec\~ity pre­cautions. We established an off- shore air patr ol over about 100 miles of the west Luzon coast, with par­ticu.lar coverage f or exer cise areas , end also set an anti- submar ine sound :patrol by uestroyers . t.:uch con­sideration was given towel~ ret~rn of the Cruisers , Destroyers and large auxiliaries t o more southern waters and CinCAF decided against tha t step. A fer ­reaching proposal was under study at the time and :-
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On 2? Octobe r , CinCAF proposed to thc- llavy 
Department that an Initial Depl oyment of nny ships 

o the sout h and west be abandoned as a basic part 
V: the wa r plan; and the t, instead , the Fl"'et plan 
t.. fight the war with all ships based on l..anila 
B\ The consider ations Vtere: -

No real progress had been made towa rd 
ag r . ment on Joi nt Naval operations with tl, ~ l' ritish 
and tch and there were no c or.uni t:1nents except our 
pr om! e to supply some Destroyers when the nritish 
Fleet cquired co pi t al ships . 

Ther e was some question as t o t he effec t ive­
ness of perations , under the circwnstances , a s bnsP.d 
along th ~~alay Barrier , 

\Assuming reasonable harbor s~curity , the 
Fleet coul d' be more ef!'ecti v ely eMpl oyed from :.rRnila 
Bay , on account of its s trategic location; also sur­
face ships , submarines and patr ol pl <tnes would be , 
sev er ally , more effective when hand l ed in conjunction 
with each other, 

Lastl y and collaterally , all u.s. Forces 
woul d be definiteh employed in defending the 
Philippi nes,- or i n conducting offensive operatio~s 
from there, (There was littl e said abO\lt this par­
ticular consideration, which w- s lareel y ps yc hologi c ). 

The Fleet corronand and starr was t.v no r.1eans 
unifi ed and i n agreement on the corrl')ctness of thnt 
proposal of 2? Octobe r . There was much argumen t 
which hinged , of course , on the real situ·, t i on a s 
regards the probable security and intogr it;t of :anila 
Bay as a Naval Base . The pr oponents a r;:uPc\ thet tl,e 
s ituation had already greatly changod b:t the bu1lrii ng 
up of the USAFFE which would very soo:-1 be str ong 
enough to withstand a heavy amp~~hious cxpPd~t1on ; 
and that a~though an eneroy would prob!lbly get his 
bombers through at times, t he u . s . n rroy pursuit squP.d­
r ons had become so str ong t hat the r e would be no 
sust a i ned bombing attacks on llanila Bay. 1 he 
opponen ts argued thn t USAFF'E would not bP built up 
into sufficient streneth for some months ; ond tl n t 
while pursui t pl anes were availnble in considert·bl<!! 
numbers 1 (said t o be l no r>l us), tl ore would ;,ot ther ein 
be sufflcient opposition t o provide anythine likP tl\e 
security tha t we needed . The o;>r>on•mts of t !' Q pr oposal 
were headed by t he Chief of Staff , ::e was richt , 
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1 TO 1$ nommBR 1941 

The period was somewhat marked by uncer­
tainty and indecision. As heretofore recorded, CinCAP 
had previoualy felt a lack of timely information tram 
the Navy Department and grave delaye had been exper­
ienced in the transmission of what ][AI sent. In those 
earlier instances no dieadvantage resulted whtch was 
of considerable importance. Although request for 
decision on the important despatch or 27 October was 
made on 6 Novemb,er, no reply had been received by the 
end of this period and that circumstance was qu.ite 
disadvantageous. Some despatches! particularly one 
received about 12 November, conta n.ed the Department's 
instructions on C9Mparitively minor matters and un­
fortunately the CinC thought there was conta.ined certain 
indication that his proposal to fight the campa.ign 
from Wan.ila Bay w.ith the entire fleet was meeting some 
favor . No defin.ite steps were thereupon taken toward 
implementing that proposal but, on the other hand, 
the detailed preparations for an initial deployment 
to the southward were not pressed; certain munitions, 
supplies! etc .~ were not hurried back into the large 
Auxiliar es. The combatant ships were maintained in 
sufficient readiness, (normal maintenance continued), 
but such was not altogether the case with the 
Auxiliaries: the extreme congestion of Cavite's water­
front made handling stores a slow matter, which added 
to the seriousness of losing time. 

The \'lar Plans Officer f rom Singapore, 
Captain Collins, R.A.N. , and our observer t here, Captain 
Creighton.!. U.S.N. , were i n Manila 2 to 3 November . 
The CinCAF informed them concerning the broad lines 
of his proposal of 27 October . The sub ject of loaning 
Destr oyers for operations with British capital sh.ips 
was also discussed as a separate issue. The Department 
had been informed that under certain circumstances such 
loan up to two Divisions could be made. 

The effort at entering into adequate 
arrangements for joint operations of Army and Navy air­
craft1 over the seas 1 met with a decided rebuff from 
the UsAFFE. Toward the end of the period some dis­
position developed toward meeting us but there seemed 
to be unwilltngness to go as far even as the arrange­
ments which for some time had been in effect in the 
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Hawaiian Islands; and no sreat progress was ever =ada 
in the Philippines toward unified a i r oper a t ions , 
Our ins the period 1 Po tl'li ng Ten photogr aphed Spratley 
and Itu Aba Islano~ . Little development was found 
on Spratley but ronsidorablo was discovered on the 
ot her Island . 

A few sat s of Rada r equi pment a rrived for 
the USAFFE and one set was r eceived for the Marines, 
which was put at the disposal of the Army . It was 
unfortunate that this highly important equipment did 
not arrive sooner , and in sreater quanti t y , so that an 
adequate air-warning system could have been in full 
being . The CinCAF! with Comoanding Gener al , Philippi ne 
llepnrtoent concurr ng 1 had urged early 1n the year 
that a few :;avy sets be sent out aod set up at 
opJ;ropriate locations on shore . llo defense equipment 
was cor e ioportant. 

The Sect ion Base , ~ariveles 1 progressed mora 
rapidly and arri vf'd at the point of some utili t y . We 
bPgan assembling provisions and gener al supplies 1n 
its storehouses . There was some progress in layi ng 
the torpedo baffle nets across ~ariveles entrance ; 
the planting methods employed wer e ve ry primi t i ve . 
:le completed plans for improving the security of tha t 
anchorage , as against Suumnr1ne entry, with minos , 
Klso began placing permanent moorings - buoys and dol­
phins - to increase the ber t hing capaci t y of the en­
closed space . 

Eight large Submarines arrived from Pear l 
!;ar bor on 8 ::over.lber and hroUI!ht word that HOLLAl:D and 
the re~inin~ four Sub=ar ines were start ing later; also 
tr.at ·he Squadron Commander1 who was slated to take 
c~~nd or all the Asiatic ~uhcar 1nes 1 would arrive 
with the last detaclur.ent . Heavy Cruisers were calling 
with gren•er fr~quency 1 - as ocean escorts or trans­
ports f r om Jiawa11. 

rhe CinC received the Oepartfient •s directive 
to wi tho raw l:arines and Gunboats from China. Si nce 
the II . !! . monsoon was now ot its height , the voyage 
of the river Gunboats was forosoon to be a feat or sea­
mAnship. Decided that in a~· case , we would get the 
r .• arin<>s out of Shanehal ahead of the Gunboats but they 
im~ediately heean asse~blinc . Two Pr esident Li ner s 
wer~ charter~d for enrliPst possible despatch to 
Shanchai, wl .ere t he :O.ar ines would be able to load a t 

- ?? -

Regraded Unclassified



• • 
short notice. Those at ?ekin and Tientsin had to 
prO<:~>ed to Chirn•anctno for embarkation and their 
movement to that port was likely to be slow. (The 
withdrawal order IVas received er barrassingly late) . 

Ur . Kurusu passed throuth l.lanila , en r out e to 
Washington, and CinChF saw him at a rec ept ion given 
in his honor . The c onversation was brief; Kurus u 
remar ked t ha t his "raission was to keep our Asiatic 
Fleet idle" bu t he evinced no real hopef'u.lness of 
succl'edinc in \fhatever his mission really was . 

The Philippine election was comple t ed, pe r ­
x itting so:ne abeyance of politics . rJost of the travel 
by the clipper ~<as being under "prior preference" 1 con ­
troll"d at '.'lashin&ton. 'Jany writers were travelllng 
in t ha t cat~cory . Officer messencers coming str aie;ht · 
hy rlane from that city and bringing the latest i n­
for mation could have been ve ry helpful at this t ime. 

16 TO 30 HOVW,:BER 

There was definite infor mation during t he 
period that the Japanese nrmY was engaeed in con­
siderable movement alone the China and Indo- China coasts . 
Those cov uments could be estimated as presaging only 
!~creased occupation of southern Indo-China or of an 
advance into Thailand ; a few held opinions to that 
effect. There was no defin.ite information of J apanese 
:laval oovGments that carried much significance. The 
Fleet Staff was busy during the fi r st few days of the 
period in rovisint tho Operating Plan on the basis of 
fibhting a campaign rrom kanila Bay with all the 
Fleet , - less any forces loaned to the British Flee t . 
:;o !'urthcr i nfor r-.a tion or ins tructions on that poi nt 
having been received from the Departmen t , the CinCAF 
on 18 :lovember infor med a full conference of Unit 
Commanders concerning the pr oposals which he had sub­
l>lit led and stated that , although approval had n.ot been 
receivnd time did not permit further delay in 
defini tely undertakinG the corresponding preparations . 

The Depart ment ' s despatch defini tely with­
holdinc appr oval was recei ved on 20 November . The 
Oepartumt 's estinate and instructions were correct 
and th<> proposals of CinCAF, 27 October 1 were wrong . 
·:o ha rm would have ensuo>d if CinCAF had not been allowed 
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to persist in his error over a vital period of three 
weeks . As thincs eventuated , the damaee was no t so 
v ery great anyhow and perhaps was offset by the rao t 
tha t t he Fleet did "stand-by" thA USAFFE more per ­
sistent ly than a oold-blooded estimate of the rea~ 
sit uation oalled for . (If there is bone!it therein 
i t is or course psyohologic only) . 

Upon receipt of the Dcpart~ent ' s despatch , 
all plans and preparations were i mmediately throvm 
back upon the original basis ,- with initial deployment 
of sur face forces to be to the southward . (hs before 
ment i oned , the 1.nadequacies of raoili ties ashore slo'lled 
up changes in the loading of Auxiliaries! etc . ) The 
CinCAF did , however, decide to retain al Submarine 
Tender s in Manila Bay . Tha t turned out to be an in­
corr ect decision, · The 29 Submarines themselves con­
stituted most of the potentiality of the Fleet ; they 
could be most e f fective if they operated vtith the 
strategi c advantage of Manila ' s location and they 
needed all the services which the Tenders could supply 
i f the boats were to retain thei r effectiveness over 
any considerable period. Therefore , as seen at the 
time , ~ r isk had to be taken. 

Si nce the availability of Coo'lanePa t 
(Glassford), could by then he foreseen, it was decided 
t o put him 1n command of Task Force Five , upon his 
arrival . The CinCAF adhered to his decision of June 
1941, to maintain his own command post in Manila and 
also decided to directly comoand the Coastal Frontier, ­
which had far outgrovtn its or iginal dimensions and by 
t hen comprised the greater part or the Philippine 
water s . Only the original sea defens i ve zones , in 
and off !Aanila and Subic Bays were kept under Comman­
dant 16 ' s jurisdiction and o;;J,y enough surface craft 
for that coverage was permanently assigned to the 
District ; however , the small ships were switched back 
and forth between Fleet and Distr ict as the day-to- day 
der.umds called for . In consequence of these arrange­
ments , the CinC retained personal co~d of Submari nes , 
the Patr ol Wing , the Motor Torpedo Boats and some of 
the smal l surface craft which were to operate 'Hi thin 
the Sea Frontier . A larger sta!'f l'las therefore re­
quired than had been contemplated in June . Rear 
Admirals Glassford and Rockwell were both "new" in the 
duties which were to confront them . Rear Admiral 
Pur nel l was f'ully experienced and was variously in 
demand; the CinCAF decided that he must be retained 
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t or the duties of Chief of Starr. Preparations for 
a Joint Aray a nd !levy, ( i ncludi"l: Air), Coc:wa.nd 'ost 
had been underway t or mont hs . I t was beL~g con­
structed by the Army, underground a t Camp Uc:Kinley, 
which was not an advantageous locati on for t he Navy 
but the Army consi dered the under gr ound spaces at 
Corregidor unsuitable on account of the location. 
However, the · preparations nt J.tcKinley we r e months 
from completion and t ha t ins tallat ion never got into 
the pi cture. 

During the period , we began moving ex­
plosives out or· t he casemat es of the Naval magazine, 
Cart te and placing them i n a large amounition dump 
estabilshed in t he open alO"l: a beach a few miles !roo 
Cavite. The greater par t or such in!laamables as 
paints, dryers1 e t c .L a lso was moved out of Cavite . 
The large quantity o~ filled gasoline drucs was fUrther 
dispersed; by t his t ime we had casoline widely scattered 
about in the »anile and Subic Bay areas as well as 
sJD&ll caches at var ious outlyi"l: points . The CinCAF 
directed that certai n pr ojects for elabor ate ~ 
~structures be di scont inued and tha t a vailable 
e??Ort be directed toward ex tensive pr ovision or bomb 
s~l~!rs giving reasonable security against fragments 
a est but not against direct bomb hits • . 

On 24 November 1 CinCAF sent BLACK HAIVK and 
tour Destroyers to Balikpapan ; MARBLEHEAD ~~d four 
Destroyers to Tarakan. Those were t he t wo east ~orneo 
oil ports; t he detachment comnander s ' instructions were 
to go to them f or fUel but to "have difficulty" in ob­
tainil\g fUll loeds - with a view to occupying the ports 1 
or vicinity, for a pr otracted ~eriod if necessary . 
HOUSTOII was directed to fUrther hasten the comple tion 
or m.ounting four 1 .1 inch quadruple machine guns 
t hen to proceed to I loilo or vicinity and await l~e 
arrival of Commander, Task Force Five. 

The CinCAF r eceived, on 26 tloveober, a 
llavy Departme.n t des patch which indicated very serious 
developments i n tho Amer ican- Japanese relations. 
The American High Commissioner r eceived e similar 
despa t ch on the foll owi ng day and , i n consequence , called 
into conference t he Commanding Oener al , USA FF£

1 
and 

the CinCAF. Al l t hr ee confe rees set forth the current 
situation, as concerned the activities end responsi­
bilities ~ their own fields , and discussed any 
additional measures wh i ch seemed possible . One of lhe 
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thr ee expr essed gr eater opt imism than did the other 
two; a ll we r e fUlly aware of the necessity for pr o­
mot ing an op t imistic spir i t i n the lower echalons . 

'rho HOLLA!:O and four Submar i nes arrived . 
The two Squadron organizations were inect ivated, 
wa s hing out thnt command and administr ative echelon 
s o tha t the chain of commnnd was direct f r om Commander 
Submar ines t o t he Di vision Commanders . The latter, 
five in number , assumed staff duties in addition t o 
t h ei r nooinal cocmand functions ,- which latter wer e 
not t o be exercised at sea except under circumstances 
callinc for special orders to that effect. The 
Division Commanders waro specialized in their starr 
capacities ,- two for operations , otc . One Squadr on 
~oononder took over duties as Chier of Staff to 
Comoander Submar inos and was especially charged wi th 
operations and training . '1 he other Squadr on Coczoander 
had the Depar tment ' s orders as Commander Submarines 
and the date for turn- over was set ns of l December . 
( ~/hen the turn- over ac t Ulllly occur r ed 1 the outgoing 
officer - Captain 1'/i lkes - was held at :.lanila, - for 
eventual! ties) . The Coe~.':l8nder or .>estroyers was i nforced 
that a war would be a Division Commander s ' war end that 
• t was unlikely that he would coODtmd Destroyer for­
lllltions at sea . 

The two President l i ners loaded the Fourth 
!..ar~es, and attached r:aval persoMel, at Shanehai, with 
thA ll"eater portion or t. elr -:ovable equipment and 
suppl~s and sailed , separately . Four lar£e Submarines 
had be~>o s ent t o escort t hem from a point to the north­
wa rd of Formosa. Of the three Yangtze Gunboats , the 
Slll&lles t was laid up et Shanghai 1 pretty well stripped 
down and tquippcd for demolition; (when t11e tioe cane, 
t he person.el failed to des troy her) . The other two 
then sailed for ~:an11a ; ?ICEO~; and nr:cH were sent 
north to esc•rt the Gunboats dawn because there was 
no experience to show th~ effect o f rough water on them; 
t l:e "Bi r d - Bont9" themselves got into trouble on account 
of the bad woat.c.er on tbe way nortl . Tho South China 
Gunboa t , :.:r::DIJ'i.O, was held at I! one Kone until the 
develOJll:lents w1 tl\ th" other two were known . Inasmuch 
as it had previous1v been represented that she could 
be uscr~l in defending Honn Kong i t was unwise to 
suhject her lo too ~ch weather risk . 

TO'IIaNl the Pnd of the reriod, a val~ble 
Arr::; convoy was near1hf: L·anila , under escort of BOISE. 
'rho 1....::cw was just arrivine to rerlen!sh stores and 
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revise cargo, having been held in the southern 
islan~s for a long period,- tending the air patrols 
~nd establishing two extemporized air bases . TRINITY 
and PECOS ... ere orrivine with f'ull loads of fuel 
which they had taken on in the N. E.I. 

On 29 November , r eceived a definite War 
llornine from the Navy Depar t ment. Additional t o the 
disposition or ships previously listed, i n t he fore­
going 

1 
the forces of the Fleet were occupying the 

following stations 29-30 November :-

Three Destroyers were on listenine and 
ceneral p~trol orr the ~an1la-Subic Bay entrances . The 
remaining two or the Squadron were still at Navy Yar d, 
repairinG collision d~acas . 

Three Subanrines wore in Navy Yard hands . 
':'ho renainder were in lt!anila Bay or ware t r aining in 
the vicinity . The three Submarine Tenders were 
scattered from Mariveles to !.!anila Harbor . The practice 
or ber thine Submarines alongside Tenders in large 
numters , or in largo "trots", hod been discontinued. 
Net more than two were beine aloiJ<:side or together and 
all berthinG was considerably dispersed. 

There was one aircraft detachment based on 
Balabac and one in Davao Gulf . Each comprised one 
s~All Tender with patrol planes in the eastern detach­
cent and utili ty planes at ~alabac . The planes were 
patrolling off- shore and linkine up in an informal 
arrangeoent with the Dutch planes . One 1'ull squa.dron 
or PBY 's was basing on Sangley Point , the remainder 
of ttc large planes at Oloneapo; in each case a certain 
d~crec of localized dispersal and concealment was being 
practiced. An auxiliary and extec~orized base at 
Los Banos, (in Laguna de Bai), was ready for use. 

The reoain1ne small craft were in llanila 
Bay or vicinity. The inshore patrol and guardir.g of 
the mine fields continued to absorb much effort of small 
craft; and mor e of them thRn was usual were in Navy 
Yard hands . 

1 TO 7 DRC!:J.:BER 1941 

The ~arinAS arrived from Shanghai and were 
discc~arkPd into Oloneapo, via tugs and lifhters , with 
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weapons , munitions , field equi pmo:nt and a l l supplit>S , 
The Four t h llar ines immediately set about reor eanizint: 
as ' ) - battali on Regiment, equalizing the strcncth 
from the 6oo to 700 L:arir.es or the battalion that was 
a lready in the Philippines, etc , 1 h'l Ret;ir·en t >tall told 
t o occupy the Bataan Peninsul a for the present ,- fro~ 
Uariveles to Olongapo and somewhat t o the nor t hward 
of the lat ter. Having mostly long service m<:ln and a 
.f'ull complement of r egul ar offi cers , th" dar inf's l'lere 
the s t rongest infantry regiment 1n the l'hilil>Pinl's ; 
i t was not e qui pped for rapi d movement . 

One or the Pres ident Line shir-s was turrod 
a r ound as quickl y as possible and S9ilPd for Chlne­
wanet ao to embark the r emai ning t~arinl's , She ne ve r 
arri ved ther e , The Army convoy arrivt>d on the 4th ; Hs 
escor t , BOI SE, was fueled and suppli"d and sailed fer 
Cebu to await fur ther orders , The io!Il:DAllAO sailed f r om 
Hong Kong a bout 3 Dece~ber and a rrived at ;anil a on 
the 9th , havinc encounte r ed considerable difficulty 
wi th the N. E. monsoon seas . 

The two Gunboats from Shanghai had lAs~ 
d i f ficul ty and, with the two "Bird Boats", arrived nt 
Manila on the 4th · all t hree rive r Gunboats joined 
the inshore patroi, Rear Admiral Glassfor d set about 
getting in touch with the situation and a t constitut iug 
a s t aff pr eparatory to a ssuming comnand of Task ~·orce 
Five , It was regrettable tt.a t he could not have 
star ted such preparation some t1u:e befor e . J•.c tunlly 
he reached ldan1la at virtuall,:t the lnst m1nut<l and 
a t a t i me whe n all activity was particulnrly intense . 

LAJ/GLEY , 'ffiJ!HTY and ?ECOS a rri ved and 
prepared for departure . Tankage on shore was nearly 
.f'ul l and t here was difficulty in disposjr:g of tt>o 
car goes of the two Tankers, !lone of those thrPc laree 
Auxi l i a r ies had left Manila by the end of the p~riod . 
ISABEL was despatched to a n outJ·Ost patr ol station 
of t the Indo-China coast . A small sa1J 1n& yacht with 
auxiliary power was taken over and fjtted out for a 
similar miss i on but the preparations we r e only jnst 
completed by 7 December , (This vessel was eventual ly 
s a iled to Java and then to Australia by Fl~et personnel, ­
incl ud.ing the Flag Lieu tenant,- who were evacuatinc 
to the s outhward) , 

The CinCAF, t he Commanding General of 
USAFFE a nd certain of thei r subord jnates held a con­
fer ence, on l December , on joint oper ati ons of aircr aft 
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over the seas . Preparatory conrerenoes had been 
held by t ho Air Commanders and pr ocr ess resulted on 
~a date. It was agreed t hat Army heavy bombers 
would take over the patrol of the two northern sectors 
which touched Formosa . Their speed and ceiling better 
fitted theo for coping with any enemy f i ghters that 
might coca out f r om the Fon:~osan landing fields , We 
obtained no ene=Y information from those planes during 
the period. 

The llavy Patrol Planes made a considerable 
number of long reconnaissance flights during the 
period , Those which went t o the Indo- China coast 
were not r outine flights but were at the personal, day­
to- day, direction of CinCAF. The instructions were to 
avoid being sight ed from the coast, or by Japanese 
ships, if practicable. The PBY ' s were sighted and at 
times by Japanese planes but they wer e not attacked . 
The patr ol planes did sight a large number of tr~nsport 
and cargo ships in harbor or at sea . In Kamrnnh Bay 
alone there were over 20 large or oediuo sized ships, ­
with an air patrol over them ,- and numerous small c r aft. 
Not much ene=Y information was received , during the 
period , from other t han the Fleet 's own sources . 
But it became very clear that str ong Japanese amphibious 
expeditions were prepared to move . 

Admjral Tom Phillips , R. N. the new CinC 
of the British Far Eas t ern Fleet, visited Manila , for 
conference, on 5 and 6 December. This was at his own 
initiative and he had arranged to make the journey by air, 
prior to his arrival at Singapore. Inascuch as the 
conditions and circuostances whi ch had pr eviously pre­
vented a visit by CinCAP to Singapore no longer existed , 
Admiral Hart would have proceeded t o that port for 
the conference if the British authorities had civen 
the necessary information, Admiral Phillips l eft 
Singapore prior to any meeting with Dutch or A us trnlian 
r•aval au thorl ties . 1'he Ci nCAF proposed to him that 
Admiral Hel f r ich be included in the confer ence a t Manila 
but the despatch got lost somewhere at the British end . 

Admiral Phil lips arrived at noon, 5 December, 
and departed dur ing the evening or the following day; 
hi s presence in Lanila was a carefully guarded secret . 
'Ihe afternoon and evening of the fif t h was taken up 
wi th infor mal conversations which were followed by a 
somewhat f ormal confer ence that last ed well through 
t he following day . The Commandi ng General or USAFFE 
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and his Chiof of Staff were present durin& all the 
per iods that involved other than !lava l subjects . 
Dur ing the conver sations 1 CinCAF learned for the 
fir st time th~t t he Br itlsh had been assured of 
American ar med support in any of four contineencies 
having t o do wi th Japanese aggression agains t 
Thai land1 the N. E. I . , etc . It should be said that 
Admiral ~hillips showed himself to be a remarkably 
able officer ,- possess i ng vary br oad knowledge , with 
keen intui t ion and judgment . Even though our 
assoc i a t i on with him was brief we sensed t hat he was 
t he best man that we had encounter ed . 

Admir al Ph i llips •nas made acquainted wi th 
the gener a l Naval and !Aili tary situation as for the 
Philippines , and he set forth the Br itish situation 
and prospects . He had br ough t out PRINCE OF WALES 
and REPULSE and had just sailed the l atter to Port 
Darwin - l ar gely for political considerations . 
Additional British Battleships were pr omised at a 
r ate which would have built up the capital ship f orce 
i n the Far East quite r apidl y . ..dmiral Phillips how­
ever d i d not have in sight a commensurate for ce of 
Des t r oyer s or of Carrier s . 

During the discussions it appeared that, \ 
as yet , there had been no decided change in the British 
Ilaval att1 tude in that pr ot ection of their sea supply 
r outes a• well as of the t r oop convoys was still 
primary. There was stiH the trend toward dispersal 
of f or ces . However, t he new hi&h co:nmand ~ras obviously 
seeking combat and a coming offensiv~ a ttitude was 
clearl y s een . The immediate Dri tish llaval concern ••as 
l ack of Destroyer s ; four had accompanied their heavy 
ships to the Far East but mor e were wanted at once. 
Consequently , Admiral Phillips requested the i~~diate 
l oan of the tv:o Destroyer Divisions which had been 
9Ventually pr omised . Ther e wa s considerable areument 
be t\•een the two Cine ' s , on va rious subjects but the 
main point of diffe r enc es hinged upon tha t chsposi tion 
of Destroyers:-

The CinCAF declined to s end his Destroyers 
t o Sineapore immediately . He r epr esented t l.a t the 
!lr i ';ish had only two capital ships in hand and had 
four ::>estroyers with th~>m; that there were t>ro or three 
other British ~strayers assigned to the local defense 
of Hong Kone which were the approximate equal of the 
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American f>es troyers and wla! ct1 were currently not 
assigned to very good advnnt~ge; that the ~merican 
Cr~isers needed Destr oyers for their full effective ­
noss and that th~ rosults from our large force of 
Submar ines could be pr o!!IOtl'd by th" association of 
a few Destroyers with tho!!l ; f i nally , that thouch tho 
pr omi se for loan of Amer ican Llostr oyers would bo 
kept - anti we had disposed them some~•hat to that 
end - t he time had not orri vod to give up two-t' irds of 
them, 

Toward t he end or 6 December, joint des­
patches were dr awn np in the conference and sent to 
London and '7ashinston. \'lhilc the snooth copies were 
be ing oade , word ca~e from Singarore that a Jap 
amphibious expedition had been sighted in the Gulf or 
Siam , headin& wes~ward; there wns a suggestion tr.a t 
its objectiv e was an anchora&e in Thailand . ndoiral 
Phillips imoediately recall~ h~PULSE and said that 
if he were in Singapore he would co to sea with such 
s hips as he could collect , Arrangenents were made to 
send him in an American PBY if his ovm plane should , 
for any r eason, be unable to make a night flicht; he 
stort~d f or Singapore durine the evening, 

Pat \Vinc Ten ' s patr ol flight s d i d not go 
close i n on t he Indo-China coast on 6 December and 
did not see any expedition~ on the move . As soon ns 
the British 1nforoat1on of th~ enemy in the Gulf of 
S13.lll was r eceived, BLACK H.\;·r.c and one Destroyer 
Division was directed to sail from Balikpapan to Patav i a 
"for supplies and liberty" , That order started them 
to t he west\tard 8Jld while en r out" the Destroyers 
were direct~ to proce~ toward Singapore and placed 
under t he or ders or the ' ritish CinC . Adciral Phillips 
wc s s o inforced as he was departine, by t~e C inCA~ , 

with a remark to the effect that the differences as 
disclosed by the day ' s argw,ents were rapidly dis­
appenrine if still exis tent . 

8 TO 10 PJ:X:EJ.!B.£R 

Received notification of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor sligh tly after 3 :00a . m., (L.M. T. ) , 
8 December , Infor med the CIIQ o~ the USAFFt: and the 
Asiatic Fleet ,- wi th a directive to the latter to 
"govern yourselves accordincly" , Recalled ISABEL. 
The first landing on the Jalay Peninsula occurred at 
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about the same hour but we did not hear of i t for 
some hours , The firs t nttnck on tho Philippines was 
at day-br eak , by a1r1 upon two PRY plonos on t.ho 
water at Ualalag in uavao Gull ; t hose two planes 
were des t r oyed - the other two hod to¥en off for 
patrol, The PRJ:;s'J'ON, anchored at L.alalag , saw four 
enezy Destr oyers pass , steamLng toward Davao, 
slipped out astern of them and escaped. At about 
10 :30 a , m, 1 we r eceived word that enemy pl anes Ylere 
i n the viclni t y of Baguio. Later iu the day we · 
lear ned t hat enemy pl anes hod made powerful and well­
executed attacks on u. s. /~cy landing fiel ds in north­
centr al Luzoni at r.dddayi and had destro:~ed mwerous 
planes as wel as severe y damaging the eround in­
s t allations. 

The r espects in which the Asiatic Fleet 
was caught unprepared ,- additional to incompl ete shore 
and harbor i nstallations 1 - hns been set forth in the 
foregoing , The Fleet maae a good recovery. hear 
Admir al Glassford and s t aff left for I loilo by plane, ) 
during forenoon o f 8 December, to hois t his flag in 
HOUSTO!I as Commander Task Force Five. His orders were 
to r endezvous HOUSTON and BOISE with LAi:GLE'i, 'IHl!II1'Y 
and PECOS which la ttar ships lef t the I ay soon o fter 
dark that evening , screened by two Destroyers; tho 
Destroyers eventually r eturned . While crossing the 
Sulu Sea, bound for .. :akassar Strait, t he det achment 
encountered one enemy Light Cruiser, probably carrying 
a Flag and screpned by Des t royers . Our ships drove 
them orr and tfiey were lost in tl.e darl<nPss . It 1s 
pr obabl e that this was a fortunate encounter in that 
the enemy ostima ted tho t our for ces were l ikely to be 
encountered in that C"l\eral locality in strength too 
great for the forces which he had available for 
fighting them. Anyhow, no enemy forces were ~et by 
the long string of oercl.nnt and other ships whJch .,ere 
running south tavard and through the ~assar Strait 
for several days afterward . Com.-1andor Task Foree Five 
proceeded into Maknssar S trait, assembling his forces 
and obtaining Cull loads of fuel at the Dutch oil ports , 

The Suboarines sailed for patrol statior~ 
as ?er plan: - One- t hird orr enemy harbors; one-third 
stationed for intercept ing enemy expeditions advancing 
on Luzon ; on~>-third in reserve stations " l-.icll l'l"re 
somewhat scatter ed and concealed . The Submar inco which 
were sent on directly offensive miss ions arrived after 
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the ene~ shipping had , for the cost part , moved out 
and found on1y poor hunting for some time . They 
probably would have been more erroc tive if they had 
been par tly armed with ground mines instead of tor­
pedoes on1y . The mines had only r ecently arrived 
and BuOrd had informed us that a defect had to be 
corrected before they were to be used . The Submarines 
in reserve stations soon began t o be f ed into the 
defensive- intercept patrol lines ,- as the Japanose 
amphibious offensive developed against Luzon . 

On 9 December CinCAF decided to restore 
the relieved Co!mnander of Subme.r ines , (Captain Wilkes) , 
to th~t t command on account or his exper ience and 
familiar! ty with the conditions obtaining - and his 
excellent ability, including heal t h , It was also 
decided to send the thus displaced Submarine Commander 
s outh in OTUS to have ready an alternative command 
post for Submarines. On the followine day it was 
decided to also send HOLLArro south with OTOs ,- which 
meant the realization of the mistake of attempting 
to use all the Tenders for servicing Submar i nes in 
~anile Bey for a protracted period , 

The air patr ol obtained no i nformation on 
enemy ship movements during t he 8 th and 9th , From 
this time onward an extraordinary crop of incorrect 
ene~ey intormetion f lowed in over the Werning !let, Too 
many repo.rts came in of enecy sichtings when nothing 
actual1y was sighted and when a vessel really was 
seen she was usually repor ted in one of two catecories;­
irrespective of size, she was either a Transport or 
a battleship! We received word of the capture of 
the \'/AXE at Shanghai end of the surr ender of t he 200 
Marines in Nor th China . 

The !leva~ Station, Cavi to , was destr oyed 
at noon, 10 December 1 by Japanese bombers which 
bombed with deli ber ation from above the r ange of 
the nine 3-inch 50 euns that we hod installed for its 
pr otection. The ene~ attack was not interfered with 
by our Army pursuit planes and the bombinc was very 
accura t e . The damage was mos t ly from fire which 
effec tively burned out the entire establishment , l es s 
the aircraft shops . Also , the fire was ~opt away 
frO:D the r:aval J.:aeazine which still contoin'ld pro­
pel lants and a soall quAntity of high explosive . 

The OTUS was alonesi dc a Cavito wharf loadi!lll 
t or pedoes, spere parts and some equipment which had 

- 38 -

- Regraded Unclassified



1 

I I 

• CONflDE:l'l'IAL 

• • 
recently arrived for he r own conversion. The ship 
got away , during the a t tack , with only slight damage 
but most of the material to be loaded was lost ; 
1 t was only a sma.ll portion of the total available . 
PEARY was c omplet ing repair of collision damages; 
she got away with minor damage but several pe r sonnel 
casualties . One Sweeper was disabled , mainlY t hrough 
loss of machinery parts which were in the shops . The 
most ser ious loss was one of the large Submarines 
which received two direct hits which entirel y d i s ­
abled her; she was later str ipped of considerable gear 
~~d then fUlly wrecked with explosives . The other of 
the two Submarines , at Cavite, received minor damages 
which were later made good by t he Tenders . The two 
Submarines were just complet ing some of the numerous 
alterations which were on or der . 

The att ack of 10 December made i t entirel y 
clear thnt, as far a s security of ships and in­
stallations in L:anila Bay was concerned , the enemy had 
control of t he air. The liOLLAlm, OTUS, I SABEL and 
two Destr oyers were sai l ed t ha t evening , for the south. 
Another , (9-knot) , detachmen t consisti ng of TULSA 
ASHEVILLE and two Swee pers also sailed ; all to Join 
Task Force Five. It is unfor tunate t ha t two or t hree 
add i t ional small s hips were not sent s outh at thi s time. 
Those two detach!:lents also encounter ed no enemy on 
their voyages to t he Borneo oi l ports . 

ll T 0 15 D!-X: E:.!B ER 

During t he attack of 10 Decembe r, a few 
bombs were dr opped amone the merchant ships just outside 
1.:an11a Harbor . One medium sized ship wa s burned and 
sunk t~ereby . An extraordi nary number of ships had 
fled f or r efU,;e in harbors and collected i n Llanila Bay: ­
:~ost of the small inter - Island ships had c ome i nto the 
Bay which also conta ined about 40 deep- s ea shi ps , of 
various ownerships i the r e were no very large ships but 
there wer e cany rneoium sized s'1i ps t hat vere valuable , • 
s ooe with va luable cargoes . 

On 11 December , CinCAF c alled a conference 
of !~asters , Owners end At;ents and advised as fol l<Ms : -

a) 1ha t the inter- Island ships wore likely to 
be as safe while in ports or on voyages in 
the centr al portion of the Islands and might 
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as wPll work there; that they could thus 
in so"'e neasure assist tho USAFFE ' s effort. 

b) Tt.a t tl'e deop- sea ships would eventually 
b'l destroy"d 1 r t hey r emained in Manila 
Bay and that there was a fair chance of 
esca pe if they sailed to the southward . 
The Fleet could not at once undertake direc t 
convoy or escort , but was in position to 
cover , thnt some of its own ships had sailed 
the preceding night and that no enemy ships 
were being f ound to the southVIard . 

The CinC 's advice was accepted and ships 
began departine tl1at evening . The movemen t continued 
for several days , with ships going out singly Just after 
nightfall . All ar e believed t o have escaped except 
one which was burned by a minor ai r attack, We were 
lucky . 

It had been apparent for some days that our 
Pacific Fleet could make no westward movement in force. 
The l oss of PRINCE OF WALES and REPULSE and i ndications 
that the British defense of "'alaya was not going too 
well gave little ground for hope in that direction a l so, ­
tts far as any diversionar y effect on the enemy was 
concerned . Clearly the u . s . Forces in the Far Eastern 
theatre were on tl•eir own and the chance of eetting 
reinfor cements into the Philippines via the Torres Strait 
was not favorable . The mlssion of our Naval forces 
ren.aininll in or near the Philippines ret:lained as before 1 -

to support tr.e USAFFE's defense while damaging the enemy 
as much as possible. He was already meeting success in 
land1nt forces in southeast and north Luzon. On 
13 Decemler advised the Ilayy Department th.at the 
situation of Luzon was very ser ious . 

'Iho ai r patr ol discover ed eneoy men- o!-wa r 
off narth ancl northwest Luzon on 11 !Jecenber and a 
half squadron of PRY ' s attacked a ship of the HARlijlA 
class , wh:ct was accompanied by Cruisers and Destroyers . 
It was a eooci attack t cot:ling i n fron. as t ern , made throueh. 
thick anti -aircraft fire but unfortunately , the 
salvo was dr o!'pcd a frachon of n second too soon 
and the hits made Yrere on the extr eme stern. The 
at tack At least disabled the enemy's steering gear and 
the damac:e may have been quite extensive. This was 
the last body of enemy combat ships t ha t was found at 
sea b:· our air patr ols . 
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On t ho following day Pat~ling 'fqn ' s lncl· wns 

bad: - A half squad r on toolt off f r om Ol oneapo on 
unjustifi ably bad i nfor mation , t o attacl: "a B~ttlcship" 
nearby. The planes found nothing , wer e seen by enemy 
fighters which wer e not themse lves seen and which 
attacked afte r ours had l anded ; s even PBY ' s l'l er o 
burned by incendiary bul l ets , tvro enemy pl anP.s hei ne 
shot down in t heir a t tack . 

By 13 December , our nr my pl anes we r e no 
longer keeping t he air except for one or two fieh ters , 
at a time 1 flyi ng for r econnaissance pur poses . ';/e 
then had a lit t le l ess t han one squadr on of patr ol 
planes operabl e and with litt l e pros~ect of gainlrg 
further r esults commensura t e with losses . The Cir~AF 
ther efore directed , (14 Decenber) , that Coml'atl''ing 
Ten proceed t o N. E.I. waters wi th r emaining pl anes , 
all three small Tender s a nd such ex t r a pe r sonnel and 
remai ning spares a s coul d be carri ed . The voyage 
was made successful l,y and the Tende rs wer e r eady t o 
s ervice a rei ni'or cine squadr on of PBY ' s when it a r rived , 
in January, via a souther n route t o Dar., in . After 
this movement south , t he r e r emained in t he vi cini ty of 
Manila s ome damaged planes fror.~ whi ch fou r we r e 
eventual l y made operabl e . 

By the end of the per iod, we had wi t r.dravm 
our four Destroyer s f r om Si nga por e and so ~uch of 
the entire Fleet had gone into Task For ce Five tra t 
more staf f assistance was t here reqni r P.d , Ther efor e 
the Ch i ef of St a f f , and six key offi cers in oper ations , 
communications and mai ntenance , we r e t r ansferred to 
ComTaskFor Five. Admir a l Har t deci ded to r ema i n a t 
l!an1la a s long a s the Submar ines could be oper a t ed 
and serviced from t here , The Chief of St a f f and one 
communicat i on officer, carrying a ' let t er of i ntr oducti on , 
proceeded by plane , the othe r s in one Destr oyer and 
the Submarine which was damaged when Cavi te vras des t r oyed , 
There then remained in or bas ed on ~anile ~ay:-

Two Destroyers,- one s t i l l r epo.ir1 n& . 
Six ~otor Tor pedo Boats . 
Twenty- seven Submar ines , 
CANOP!JS and ?IGEO?l . 
Three River Gunboats . 
Three Sweeper s and one Fleet Tue. 
Various Di stric t small craf t . 
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llearly all the Submarines were patr olling 
or in advanced stand- by stations and when they ~ 
in Manila it was only for short periods. Wi th the 
destruction or Cavite , we were thrown back on cAr;OPUS 
tor all services t o Submarines . In the interest of 
facil1 tating her work and of r~rlucing damages from 
future bombi ng CANOPUS was moorAd at the .!anile 
Harbor front, ir. uhoal water, and covered with 
camouflage nets . The torpedoes spare perts 1 
supplies and st~res were moved !nto dumps - dispersed 
among the fr eigh t shoda in the vicinity. The Sub­
marine Command Pos t was established in the nearby 
Men's Club whicH also took on a large task of berth­
ing and subsistence; some pr ovision for bomb shelter 
was acc0111pllshed. ThJ.s was the best that could l e 
done for t he Submarines under the conditions of menacing 
air attack end 1t was hoped tt:>t the set- up could last 
f or some time. 

A few hide-outs were arranged - against the 
Breakwater, among junks, lighters , etc . - which it was 
hoped the Submarines could occupy w1 thout discovery 
while resting. The efforts at concealoent were 
probably ineffective in view of the activity of ~neny 
photographic planes - which seemed to hove r about at 
wil l - and quite possibly our dispositions wer<' being 
radioed from on shore anyhow , 

The Uotor Torpedo ijoats had arriv~d with 
experienced and trained personnel but the news of their 
additi on t o the Fleet and information about their 
r equirements had not been received in ti~e to arrance 
for thei r basing or to lay down the outlying f\rel 
caches which their short radius called for . ~rranee­

ments for basing thea at Cav1te had eotten feirly well 
a long but 1t was all ruined on 10 DecECber. Con­
sequently, the ee~ployment or the PT ' s for coo.ba t had 
been thrown back, even if the eneoy hod co=e within 
their reach , They continued preparations for comtat; 
(actually some use had to be made of them for nessenger 
service between ~anile and Mariveles, over several 
days), At the end of the period, the PT's - backed 
by one or the two available Destr oyers - were st~tion~d 
to cove r against a n1cht advance of the enoey t oward 
t he Bataneas-Tabayaa wharv~s and beaches . 

The thr ee Philippine !Jo tor Tor1=edo f-onts , 
which according to plan were to operate with ours , 
did not join up with them or report to Com 16 . Those 
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three boats never 
involving combat . 
successfUl during 

• • 
acc0111pllshed &ll)-thing 1n oparat1ona 

The American boat• were hichlY 
the lat er stages or the ca.pai gn. 

16 TO 20 DFX;OOUl!\ 

The enemy' s invading expeditions in north­
west and southeast Luzon continued to advance and 
became well established. The Submar ines oparated 
against them th ickly, particularly in the vicinity 
of their landing points , and did damage but 
evidently not enough to disrupt the enemy's effort, 

Tho Navel Distri ct was doing its best at 
recovery from the bombing or Cav1tet- As many or the 
i ndustr ial personnel as could be used were shifted 
to the various s~all plants in Manila and progress 
was made toward carrying on supplying and repair work. 
The District Commandant es t ablished a Commend Post 
on Saneley Point anrt con t r olled operations from there. 
On 19 Dec~ber, that arP.a in turn received an accurate, 
high- altitude bombing attack which burned much or 
the easoline that remained there in drwns and ruined 
the r adio installations ,- the l a tter by direct hits 
of laree bomhs . The !laval Hospital, which directl y 
adjoined, was not touched ; it had been abandoned be­
cause of its location in the midst of military objectives. 
Com 16 then moved his Command Post to the prepared 
undererowtd position on Corregidor. Cavite and Saneley 
Point were thereupon virtually abandoned except for 
handling salvaged supplies and maki ng the preparations 
for complete demolit i on. 

'1110 h ·euc.:h merchant ships had been t aken 
into "rrotecUve custody" , somewhat ear lier, Purina 
t his period 1 one or them, an old-type freighter , loaded 
wi t!l a considerable quantity of flour and other pro­
visions was sent to J.:ariveles to unload . She was 
bombed and burned , somewhat later, before the pro­
v~sions were fully discharged. The other one1 the 
: ,JCC! AL JO!"F'RE, was a oodern and valuable shlp and , 

since she could not be "pr otected" in !Janila Bay it 
was decided ~o try Lo cet her away. About 100 Navy 
personnel were thrown aboard and she sailed for !Jakassar 
Strait tl.e sane evening, being one or the last merchant. 
ships to escare; she eventually pr oceeded to an east 
nustraltan port . The Coomander was a young Lieut enant 
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who must have done e xt r emel y well to surmount t he 
difficul t ies encountered, 

21 TO 2'i DEX::El.!BER 

The Jaranese expeditions had been getting 
on very well with their invasion of Luzon, The 
enemy force in southeastern Luzon seemed to have a 
subsidiary mission but it had been making steady pro­
gress to the northw~<rd . The expedition on the nor th­
wes t coast seemed the more dancer ous on!!! and it was 
coming down the coast fail·ly r apidly . It was clear 
that the enemy wa s doing a eood job that ho understood 
amphibious war , could employ its natura l advantaees 
and could overcome its di fficulties ,- including the 
coordinated use of all the vari eties of forc es and 
weapons necded . It is t'o he noted the t in the entire 
campaign in the northern half of Luzon the Japanese 
l andines were on open beacl tes and thei r transports 
were nev<Jr dependant on wharves . The l!!nemy ' s gr ound 
equipment could not have been heavy and it probably 
was not elaborate . 

Early in the period it became likely that the 
enemy would soon attempt landings in or near the 
Lingayen Gulf. That \70uld be most danger ous to our 
defense and Submar ines were concentrated in that area -
and its approaches - 1·ri tltout regard t o indiv idual 
patr ol stations , The instructions were to set at 
the enemy wi tl .ou t thoueht of ne1t:hborins Submarines 
which also might be attaclt ing . Nevertheless the Sub­
marines at:a1n did not succeed in disrupting the enemy 
at sea , The best chance was i n one incident off Cape 
Bolinao wher e one large Submar ine found herself in front 
of a convoy of large ships, with s t rong anti - submarine 
screen, i n the late afternoon. She got off a c ontac t 
report but did not succeed in attacl<ing as the enemy 
passed - or by r UJmint: i n f r om astern that night , 
Next mor ning a considerable number of medium or large 
ships were at o.nchor i:~ shoal water on the south side 
of Li nt;ayen Gulf, and with a mine field to the seaward . 
'l'hey were at tacked and probably dama~;ed . I n that 
diffical t t ask , one S- boat t ouched off a min'3 or two 
and was hunt9d and depth- char(!ed for over 24 hours . 
She bar e l y escapod but had no ser ious injuries , 

There had been conver sations with tho USAF!'"E 
concerning tile <l'llploy<'lr.mt of t!'le r.:arine Regiment but 
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r esulting in no d er1 '11 to nrrnncer<>n t s or un<ll!rstand1r.~: . 

On 20 Docenbor the C1n'"t.F rr-lldo ment i on or t!.~ :;ubjoct 
in a formal l chor and suhso'}Ucnt staff confe r ences 
r es u lted in t he followi :tc arrance"' ent:-

That tl.e J:nr 1nes , pl us a ;:ov:tl L:~tta~1on 
wbich was f orming , would I e brtiadcd ~1 1l.h n r·ccimcn t 
of Constabulary , undP r II rarin'l 1 ri ellc.I•J Conmtmdcr . Tho 

Constabulary r ocic.ent was co!'lpo:>oc.l of fai rly '•1"11 
oxper1enco>d c.en bu t lacked cood offlt'or:; and "lot.- coos 
wh ich the Fourth l.larinos would su;p.!.;,t f ror· ils V/ealth 
or experi flnced per~onr.cl . Th'1t'O .':as ncve t· t1r o to carry 

out t he proj ect ; t he 'Iarine !1oc1.,••nt, 'l:l such 1 r·,ssl'd 
under the di r ect con t r ol o f us.,;.r·g and was I".Un1y 
employed on Corr eeidor . 

On 23 Decemhor , tho CinC,,F' suw a copy of 
a USAFF'E despatch >Yh ich pr edict"d an Parly ret i r encnt 
of all Arm:t for ces t o the Ba tAan feninsula and 
Correg1dor. On the followi ng norninc he receiv"d 
definite infor mation that such movement was i n progress , 

that the Government and t he G!l of US!.F::-1:: wou1.d -::ove 
t o Corregidor th:~ t di\Y and tl.a t J.:anl la was to l e pr o­
c lai:ned an open city, containing no cor bat ol ., ~>nts . 

This eventnal1 ty had been for l'socn but 1 ts cor>ine so 
soon was a surprise - as was th'l fac t t ha t no mention or 
such a step had pr eviousl:t been made 1 f or oally or other ­

wi se , since t t .e war be~;an . :·:,. ic..,edlatol:r r r oceeded to 
uproot CA;IOPUS and tl:e other StJhmarl M i nstallations 
from t he l~anila Harbor f r ont and to shi ft all such 
activiti es to t\arivelos ar.d Corrceidor, 

It was decided in a fUll confer ence, t hat 
t he Submar ines would continue t o oper ate f r oo :.:anila 
Bay and keep 1 t up a s l ong as poQ31\;le . It fiO.S hard 
to dec ide IYhether CinCAF should also shift his Coruo1and 
Post to Corregidor or accept thP ~robab111ty that even 
t ho Subma r ines would have to shift bas~ to the s outrward 

in the ncar fUtur e ,- and make one jump of it to the 
N. £ . I . The l atter alternative wos c hosen. .le had 
t h r ee patrol pl anes, h i driPn in tire mane rove orr Los 
Banos , avail~ble f or transport; also one Suh~arino 
whi ch hRd by t h•m "worked np" 'lfter a ma1:1 battery re­
newal. It was pl nnn'ld to send ou t one plane on the 
e vening of the 24th1 with t he ac t1 :'\!: Chi ef of Staf f and 
seven ot.'tc r co:cnisSloned 'tnd enlisted starr . (.-.t tl: e 
las t minute we eave up half tl.e places to the top­
ranki ng Ar r.ty Air Offi cers) . :·:a planned to sail the 
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remo.inine two planes the following e vening and also 
the Submarine, carrying a load of personnel and the 
heavy communication oqu.ipoent, files , etc . 

During the f orenoon of 2~ December , the 
CinCAF t ur ned over to Com 16 fUll cOIIU'Iand of all 
tlaval activities remaining in the Philippines , with 
a formal letter of instructions. This became 
effective at noon that day whereupon CinCAF's c~~nd 
Post and radio station in ~anila discont inued to 
fUnction . The CinCAF had intended t o take off after 
sunset, on 25 De~ember with 15 others in two ?BY 's 
and to make a niv1t fli ght to Soerabaya; thereby bel ne 
out of action for l ess than 24 hours . Unfortunately, 
the enemy discovered the t wo planes and burned them 
up in their hide- outs in the late afternoon. Con­
sequently, only the Submarine, (SHARK) 1 was available 
for transport; she l oft t ho Bay at 2 :0u a . m. on 26 
Docecber. 

26 TO 31 pF.X:Fl:BER 

The SHARK ' s voyace to Soerabaya occupi ed 
tho per iod and was uneventfUl. COD 16 d irected the 
two Destroyers which had boon le!'t in l..anila !lay to 
proceed south ,- on the night of 27 December. A little 
later he also dirac t ed ConM!ander Sub•~arines to shift 
hi ll Com..,and Post south ana t.o discont i nue attempting to 
carry out noTQ&l service to Submarines f r oc ~anile Bay . 
It had 1 "Come too late t o get CA!:OPUS ar.d PIGEO!I south , 
The ships wore old and not or c reat value but the 
per sonnel was hiehly valuable. They did se rvo usefully 
in contr ibuting to tho dftfense of Lll taan , etc ., duri ng 
~h• r eoain1ne months. 

As indicated in the foreg oing , the Sub~arines 
did not succeed in disrupti ne the enemy 's invasion of 
Luzon, even thoueh two-thirds of thrn wer e employed on 
thA t ask. Those results were disa~rointine t o all 
concerned including the Subnar1ne personnel theoselvrs . 
The personnel was lon&-service and exrer i e nced in 
re~ce-time tra1nine ~ut - like e veryone else - were 
not exper1enc9d in the kind of war t hat they l'aced ; 
only war proves wh•t is correct and wl at is wrong ,-
w!lo is eff'lctive end who 1• r.ot . It can also be said :-
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1hat our peacet ime training was not r ealistic 
in certain respect s . 

That we also had no t been realistic as r e ­
ga r ds t he material which was too complex in in­
stallations that did not contribute directly t o 
offense , or defense 1 and was lackim! somewhat in 
t he absolute ess entlals . 

Tha t the enemy ' s mastery of amphibious war 1 
bv vi rtue of which he could land most anywhere 
made interception of his expeditions very difficult . 

Tha t the enemy employed lar ge numbers of 
small ships , di fficult to hit and that there was 
scant r eturn when they were hit . 

That the enemy empl oyed lar ge numbers of 
anti - submar i ne craft ; tltey seemed to be good at 
detection but not a t attack , though i t r equir ed 
t i me to learn tha t the htmdr eds of depth charges 
which they dropped wer e not ver y uaneerous . 

That the last stage of the voyage of their 
invadin;; expeditions was always at night 1 - and 
during the dark of tl1e ooon a t the cri tical per iods . 
The enemy beint in i'ull contr ol of thl'l air the 
Submarines could be given no infor mation of his 
ship movements a ppr oachine Luzon , 

During the per iod , Task Force Five comple ted 
its assembly, fuel ing etc . and mov~d t he Auxiliar ies 
for occupati on of Port Dar«ln as a w~in base . Its 
command completed organization , set up a Command Post 
at Soer abaya and held preli-nin!!ry conferences wi t h 
appr opri ate Dutch authorities . The merchant shipping 
by this timi'J had <;ll escaped , mostly via r~a'kassar Strait . 

PEARY sail• d for the south via .'olucca Str ait 
and there e xperienced considcl"aLle air attack ; she was 
undamacod by th~; enemy attack but had some casualties 
from n.n at tack by Australian div<> -bonhns , f r om Anbon . 
HERO<: ·::ent nor th to assist PEA!'i:l and was herself 
seve r ely attacked ; she held the advantaco in the en­
eaeelnent 1 h01"/9Ver , 

B:r the end of the per iod the enemy was 
establishine at Jolo and at Davao for a furthe r advance. 
Our Submarines were tending toward a more southern 
t hea tre , for t hei r patrols, and orposing tho enemy at 
those points . The dar.JBged Submarini'J 1 St:J,JJRAGOl: 1 had 
been r epaired Rnd sent on patr ol . 
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31 ps;mp 1941 to 6 JIJfUARX 194,2 

Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleetj arrived 
at Soerab~, Java, durinc the evening or 1 anuary 
and found the C!W!!!•nd Poet or Task P'orce l'ive utab­
liahed in the outskirta or the city in building• which 
had been cc-·ndeered and aupplled by the Dutch Navy. 
The accODOdationa were autficient and the Post satis­
factory except that radio facilities were inadeQuate. 
The Pleat personnel did aplandidly in extemporizing 
a aain radio, tram apparatus obtained locally and 
aaaa taken out or ships , but the difficulties in 
handline the radio load ware very creat. 

By this date Navy Department and War Depart­
ment had fixed upon Port Darwin as a potential base 
ot considerable aagnitude and the trend was toward 
demands upon the place which ita very poor facilities 
could not aeet. P'.ollowill& the movement - and also 
because aaourity from ene~~~Y attack was at the tiae 
better there than at Soerabaya - Coad'asltl"or JP1ve had 
sent Lll NavLl Auxiliaries to Darwin. These voyages 
and also the escort ot ArliiY and other shippinc using 
the Torres Strait route employed Cruiser and Destroyers 
to auch an extent that their center or gravity was, 
at the time, well to the eastward. The Department was 
intoraed or the deficiencies or Darwin as a port and 
was alao advised that the Torre• Strait route aight 
bacOIM too dangerous tor our convoys at an early date. 

Thera were aaple fuel supplies at Soerabaya 
and at Darwin and all or our ships , including Tankers, 
had filled to capacity at Balikpapan on the way south. 
The Dutch had aade their base facilities at Soerabaya 
available and were accomodating in all respects. 
Those facilities were considerable but the Base was 
congested and quite vulnerable tram the air. All 
spares, munitions and special supplies were at Darwin,­
• lone diatance away. 

It was found that all ships or the Fleet 
which ware sent south had reached the waters or N. E. I . 
without INCh daaage. PEARY a.nd HERON were air-bombed, 
durinc the period, 1n the Molucca Strait and both had 
some personnel casualties . In the case of the HERON, 
the action was protracted; the ship did splendidly, ­
destroying one large enemy seapl ane. 
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ill. but one or Ule numerous merchant ships 
which went south !'rom Wanila Bay had reached N. E. I . 
water s and wer e being managed by t hei r own agents as 
regards dispoa1ng or and r ecei ving cargoe9 . It was 
f ortunate that the enemy had not been able to i n­
tercept this shipping,- the aggregate value was great. 

The Japanese had established themselves at 
Davao and at Jolo, from which points t hey later in­
vaded t he N.E. I. Patwing Ten sent six PBY patrol 
planaa to make a daybreak bombi ng attack on shipping 
while tho enemy was s till in the building-up phase 
at Jolo. The section found the enemy off t he north 
side of the Island but were intercepted by fighters 
and lost four planes; luckily about 6$% of the per­
sonnel ware saved. Japanese Submarines had appeared 
as far south as the Java Sea ,- and were t hereafter 
present most of the time for the renainder of the cam­
paign. 

We were informed that the enecy had com­
pleted his occupancy of Manila City . From the end of 
December onward, very little further information and 

prac-tically no reports were received froc Com 16 and 

the subsequent his t ory of that area is not included 
herein. A cons iderable force of small craft had been 
left in Wanil a Bay under Com 16' s comnw.nd ; by this ti.me 
it became clear to CinCAF that he should bave sent 
three or four more of them south bef ore1 say1 18 December ­
including two of the SWeeper s . Sim1lar.J,y, too many 
officers and men of the Navy wer e l eft in Manila Bay; 
400 to $00 othera lldght well have been br ought out while 
it .. , atill possibl e, even if risky ; t hey ware ex­
perienced and could have been more profi t ably employed 
in theatres other than Manila Bay . This error of judge­
ment probably came !roc the idea of not going too far 
in withdrawing the Navy from t he defense of the 
Philippines. From Java things looked different! 

On 2 January, r eceived a despatch from Opnav 
which indicated some disappointment in t he amount of 
dam~ga which Asiatic Fleet had inflicted on the enemy . 
Als<• a dupa tch from Cominch, the last of which s tated 
that the Fleets would soon be placed under a J oint 
Comcand . Ci oCAF pr oceeded to Bat avia on evening of 
3 January and returned the followi.ng night. Purpose 
was to call on t he Governor -General and to confer with 
Vice Admiral Helfrich, Commanding the N. E. I . Navy. 
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The Honor able llr . Van W.ook a.nd Vice 
Admiral Helfrich were present at the interview wi th 
the Gover nor-General. His Excellency stated that if 
t he J apanese pr oposed that the N.E. I . withdraw trom 
the war, and resUllle commercial relations , thei r pr o­
posal would be denied . The Governor-General then 
proceeded to read a press r epor t announcing the a&Tee­
ment t o set up General Wavell as a Supreme Commander, 
with GHQ on Java, Admiral Hart to command the three 
Fleets , etc . He pressed Admiral Hart t o set forth 
his basic ideas on the forthcoming campaj.gn; he was 
told that the news came a s a surpri se that con­
siderable thought and interview with Oeneral Wavel l 
would be r equired first, etc . His Excellency then 
presented his own views, - c l ear ly, concisely and show­
ing excellent knowledge and understanding of broad 
s t rategy and of t he character of war which confr onted 
us . His most cogent idea was that the campaign would 
be one in which the importance of sh ips and of a i r ­
craft would t r anscend everything else. 

Ther e was consi der able t i me for interviews 
with Admir al Helfr ich , the American Consul General 
and others . It appeared to be the sentiment among 
the Dutch that the American reput a t io.n was badly 
damaged as a resul t of the events of the wa.r in the 
Philippines. The Dutch Navy was particularly cocky, 
principally because two of i ts Submarines had each 
sWlk four enemy ships i n t he South China Sea . Their 
attitude modifi ed when SEAWOLF arrived at Soerabaya, 
(7 January) , and likewise brought in a bag of f ou.r 
enemy ships which she had sunk off Hai nan. 

1'he Dutch Navy had lost three Submar ines 
and the remainder was mostly in por t, resting and over­
hauling . The Dutch Cruisers and Destroyer s were being 
employed as Cover ing Forces for Si ngapore convoys , 
and in A/S escort of their own shippi ng . Vi ce Admiral 
Helfrich had already provided space for a u.s. Command 
Pos t a t Bat avia, next door to his own, and str ongly 
urged tha t we move into it - and away !'rom Soerabaya. 
He informed us that Admir a l Layton was also prepar ing 
space at Batavia for a similar shift of the Br i t ish 
Fleet's Command Post from Singapore. Admiral Helfrich 
was tol d that we were not likely to move because our 
Fleet 's operations would probably continue to be 1n 
the central and eastern part of the theatre , - hence 
Soerabaya would be t he better location; anyhow it now 
appeared t hat t he new Supreme Command GHQ would be in 
or near Batavia - and it would control. 
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Upon return t o Soerabaya CinCAF re­

queated inl'o~tion from Navy Department concerning 
any prospective reinfor cement or hi s Fleet and any 
likely offensive movement by Pacific Fleet . This 
inl'o~tion was to be i n prepara tion for the forth­
coming conference w1 tb t he Supr eme Commander; i t 
waa not received. 

Admiral Hart, l acking any inst ructi ons on 
the point, assumed that he would continue t o command 
hia own forces and proceeded to set up t he Soerabaya 
CC'WIJN!M Post to tbat end. It seemed necessary to 
have one ot the two Rear Admirals a t sea t o c ommand 
a Striking Force, and arrangements wer e immedia tely 
made to re-embark Rear Admiral Gl as s ford in HOUSTON, 
witb an adequate start. The Fleet Command was to 
be exercised th.rough, (and somewhat by) , the Chief 
ot start, Rear Admiral Purnell who wa s fUlly infor med 
and indoctrinated and who, also , was t he American 
officer who by experience was best infor med concer ning 
the N.E.I. area and all matters pertaining t o the 
Allied Fleets. 

It may well be said at t his point t hat the 
Asiatic Fleet Staff was a highly efficient and very 
adequate organization. I t was mainly composed of 
officers who had enjoyed no previous staff experience . 
They had been together f or a long time 1 had encount ered 
many unusual conditions, had shown t hat they could 
rise to occasions and could always function ef fici ently 
despite poor working condi tions. 

At the end of the per iod we defi nitely 
learned that t he British Far East Fl eet Command Post 
had vacated Singapore; tha t a Post was being occupied 
at Batavia by a junior Admiral who would command the 
three D-class Crui sers , f ew Destroyers and l esser 
craft which now composed that Fleet ; and that Admiral 
Layton would soon proceed t o Colombo witb mos t of 
the Fleet Sta.ff and there awai t heavy reinforcements , 
includins capital ships. A Rear Admira l, R. N., 
(Spooner), was remaining in command of H.M. Dockyar d 
at Singapore and would command Sweepers and small local 
craft. 
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TO 12 JANUARY 

The Commander Submar~nes arrived f r om 
Mani l a, with Starr , and sat up his Command Post within 
the Fleet Offices. Captain IV1lkes reported that the 
Japanese aircraft had become so active over Manila 
Bay and over such of the basing facilities as re­
mained at Corregidor and Mariveles that it had been 
~mpossibla to service Submarines there any longer . 
Therefore he had been obliged to shift his base to 
the southward . It was not possible to bring out 
CANOPUS or PIGEON, of the Submarine Command. Also, 
a considerable amount or spare parts and torpedoes 
had consequently been left behind . Most of the tor­
pedoes and some of the spare parts were br ought out 
l ater, 1n SUbmarines, but it was a mistake not to 
have brOUght out the t wo ships when it could have 
been accomplished . 

Patr ol Wing Ten also set up its Command 
Post at Soerabaya where it fUnctioned for the re­
ma~nder or the campaign under one of the Squadron 
Commanders,- t he two senior officers of the Wing were 
taken into the Supreme Commander's H.Q. during the 
period, The Wing's duties henceforth wer e altogether 
reconnaissance, which was mainly over the centra l and 
eastern part of N, E, I . waters . The patrol planes were 
basing over wide areas, making full use of the three 
small Tenders, and hence were difficult for the enemy 
to locate and destroy on the water . By this t ime 1 
what remained of the lYing had become highly experienced 
and efficient; t he pilots contrived to maintain re­
connaissance in the face o f strong ene~ air forces -
by virtue of their skill in using cloud cover and 
ability 1n air coQbat, even against fighters. We 
had extra crews for which we began overtures toward 
obtai~ng s ome new PBY ' s which the Dutch Navy had 
bought but for which they had no trained personnel. 
After considerable controver sy, five of them were ob­
tained . 

During the period we completed new 
Operating Plans, re-constituted the Cruisers and Des­
troyers as a Task Force, (Rear Admira.l Glassfot'd) 1 
and organized a Base Command at Port Darwin, (Captain 
Doyle) . The Cruisers and Destroyers continued some 
escort and conva,y work but were also asseQbling for 
covering the Wakassar and Molucca Straits . The Sub­
marines were continuing to shift their patr ol areas to 
the southward, to work against the advancing enemy, 
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but ware also on his communication l ines and off as 
aany or his Indo-China ports as their numbers wou1d 
penait. The Submarines' r esults ware improving but 
atil1 there ware occurr ing too many failures from 
t orpedo defects and other causes . CinCAF was con­
tinuing to receive despatches over v&rious r out es, 
about getting amounit1on 1 ate., into Corr egidor . 
Army authorities were trying to collect enough to 
load a submarine,- 20 tons . 

On 9 January, Admiral ll&rt arrived at 
Batavia and thenceforth was able to visit t he Fleet 
Offices a t Soerabaya, or his sh1ps 1 only for br ief 
periods. !Ia i ntervi ewed Mr. Elli ot, of the Stanvae 
Co. , and obtained late information concer ning the oil 
indus try and its situation,- generally , as applying 
t o the entire area, and particul.arly to the Palembang 
area. Mr. &lliot possessed an entirely correct war 
psychology and is vary able . Through hilll we began 
fostering a commission to handle al t the oil situation. 
Also1 Adm.iral Hart conferred with Lieutenant General 
Bratt and Major General Brereton, and stated his views 
as regards ship-and-aircraft cooper ation to which they 
expressed no disagreement. General Bret t was not op­
tilllistic about holding the Ualay Barrier and pointed 
out that Burma and Australia were the vi t al points -
in his estimation - and that per haps Burma cottld be 
held. 

Admiral Layton had arrived !rom Singapore 
and there was a long conference be tween him, Admiral 
Helfrich and Admiral Hart . I t was found that the 
British Naval interes t s and activities were entirely 
cantered on guarding troop convoys into Singapore; 
they were using t he few small ships or their local 
command as well as the Cr uisers or adjacent commands 
which came into the area as ocean escorts. The British 
had a well-organized system tor handling t hose move­
•ants and Admiral Layton proposed that it continue to 
operat e independently and out side of the Joint Naval 
Command which was about t o be initiated . Admiral 
Hart stated that such a method would mean r esponsibility 
without commensurate authority and hence would be un­
acceptable t o him; that, or course! for any measure 
taken toward guarding anything as mportant as troop 
convoys he would be most unlikely to disturb a going 
concern; but that he must ~ave cognizance and full 
authority . There wa s considerable argument but Admiral 
Layton eventually conceded that Admi ral Hart was correct . 
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With this meeting there began the personal conferences 
and cooperation which carried through during the intera 
up to the time that Genera~ Wavell assumed the ~1 
c01111111l1ld of what became known as the "ABDA" area. 
Admiral Helfrich advised agains t sett ing up the Joint 
Naval Command Post elsewhere than at Batavia and 
Admiral Layton was disposed to agree with him. 

On 10 January, Gener al Wavell arrived by 
plane with several Army and R. A.F. staff officers. 
A general conference was held t hat afternoon at whic.h 
General Wavell expressed some general views , quite 
simply and directly, and set f orth the situation in 
Burma and Malaya, - rather optim1stica~ly , The various 
conferees were called upon to sta te their views , 
Admiral Layton had little to say except as regards 
escort and convoy of reinforcing troops and materials 
through t he Soemba St rait to Singapore. Admiral 
Helfrich expressed considerable optimism over the 
prospects of combined Cruiser and Destroyer operations , 
wi th all avai l able ships, against the enemy's ex­
peditions . Admiral Hart pointed out, on that subject , 
that IF the ene~ey controlled the air over the sea 
areas his surface forces w~d have the advantage of 
better informat ion about our forces t han ours wo~d 
have of his; that , in addition, our surface forces 
wo~d have to cope with ai r a ttack - which they wo~d 
do but that we should be realistic in measuring those 
d isadvantages . Admiral Hart expressed his belief 
tha t the cooperation of ships and planes, including 
l and-based planes, was of even more importance than 
the cooperation between troops and planes - to which 
view no exception was expressed, Admiral Hart also 
stat ed that thus far t he Submarines, though inflicting 
damage on t he ene~ey ' s amphibious expeditions , had not 
succeeded i n breaking a.ny of them up; and he finally 
pointed out that it remained to be decided how much 
of the effort of the A~ied Cruisers and Destroyer s was 
to be devoted to Striking Forces and how much to pro­
tecting convoys . General Wavell,- at this or perhaps 
a later conference,- said that the two missions were of 
about equal importance, - t hat a t l east the convoy- escort 
task was not secondary . 

The Supreme Commander then said that his 
short t itle would be "ABDACOJ.!" and announced similar 
t itles for his subordinates ,- including "AHDAFLOAT" . 
He t hen stated that the GHQ wo~d be at LEMBANG 10 
miles from Bandoeng which was the secondary seat of 
the N.E. I . Gover nment . When asked his views about t he 
location, Admiral Hart stated that there were objections 
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to placi ne a 1/:tval Com."land Pos t up in tho hills where 
tho officers of ships could not reach it, otc . nut , 
t hat since a coobined Headquarters was want ad 1. the 
onl y pr oper course was to t ry it ,- r1hich ABDM'LOAT 
would l'le pr epared to do as soon a s rapid communi­
cations could be a ssured . 

ABDACO:: then presented the outline of his 
command and starr oreanization , all or which , in­
cl udine ass<g~~ents of individuals , had been decided 
upon before his a rriva l i n Java . Ther e were to be 
five sections:-

Intendant General 
Int'!!llieence 
i;avy (Opentional Col1llnand) 
Ai r (Operational ComMsnd) 
Army (Oper ational Conmand) 

Lt . Gen. Br ett , U. S. A. 
Col. Field , R. A. 
!\do . Hart , U. S. N. 
Ai r f.:arshall Pearce , R. ,• . • P. 

-- Lt . Gen . Ter Poor ten , N. S. I .A. 

'l'he Ai r 1. arshall was still in ~ri t ain. General Brett 
was to tal•e over t his cor.unand in the inter ill! as 
additional duty ; he VJas also the Deputy ABDACO!.l and 
was , in consequence , bound to be seriously over- loaded. 
1'he Chief or .>ta::'f was r:ajor Gener al Pownall R. 4., 
recently Ci!"!C , r.>a l aya , vice Br ook- Popham. His Chief 
of Staff in thtt t latter biJ.let , l;ajor General Playfair , 
R. J.. . , was assien~d a s Chief of Staff to General Ter 
Poor ten ; the latter continued to actively con:1~nd his 
own .• r my and vtas at GH~ for only a b rief per iod each 
day ,- at the mos t . 

After t he confer ence, Admir al Hart ~ave 
,.dt:lir al Helfrich an opportunity t o assign his 01vn 
Chief of Staff, Captain Van Stavaren , es Chief of Staf f 
t o J.B!Ji\:"LOAT . Admiral Helfr ich r eplied th~t he could 
not spar e VAn Jtnvar en , whereupon f•dmiral Hart announced 
t.J,at he would take Rear 1\drniral Palliser , n. rr . The 
l atter had come out tts Chief of S t aff to ,,dmiral Tom 
Phillips but had just taken ovPr t he ll r i tish Uavy 
command at Batavia; he was 1:ru1edi'Ltel y r elieved a s 
such b; Captain ColUns , R. A. ll.,- r.dmi r al Layton's War 
Plans and Op~rations Offi cer . 

A~~rals Hart and Layton received despatches 
from tl .eir respect! vc Gover n:nents askine their opinions 
on the oualifications of .~dmiral Helfrich for the 
c oc1mand ·of t he Joint <laval Forces and bot h repliod 
favnrabl y - on the 11th . Admiral He:fr ieh expressed 
his diss~ttsfaction wi th his o"n prospective posit i on, -
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aa a relat1Yel.y aubordinate ccamander, 1n an echelon 
bel01r that or hi a 01rn Arwtf via-a- rts, General Ter 
Poorten 1 Adairal Hart iamediately communicated the 
above racta 1 and eYerything else which he knew about 
this subjec~, to Gener&l Wavell . 

A .. cond tull con1'erence was held at 
BataVia, by AllDACCil, durinc the aft ernoon or the 11th 
at which the pr incipal business was on details and 
arrangements ror settinc up the Command Post. 
ABDAFLOAT reported the rormation or his operating 
starr,- one Captain and one Commander from each or 
the three Pleats,- and that he would be prepared to 
ahirt to Lembang as soon as the considerable arranc­
inc or com.unications was coaplet ed . He reiterated 
his viewa about ship-plane cooperation, (in view of 
the inclu.do.n of a~~ a.ircraft under one, (R. A. F. ), 
caaaand) . Incidentall~ Captains Wagner and Stump had 
been ca~ed to BataYia in order to have them on the 
spot and available ror the Reconnaissance Comcand. 

Up to this point the major point of dis­
cussion and consideration wlthin the ABDACOU starr 
had been the llalqa campaign and the arrival or re­
in1'orcaoents , looking forward as rar as two months . 
Little thought was expressed about the eastern ha~ 
of the AllDA area and the speed at which amphibious 
warfare progresses seemed not well realized . The 
Japanese jUIIIped off from Jolo and Davao and landed 
at Tarakan and llenedo on l l January. This was the 
rirst blow against the N.E. I . The event did direct 
more attention towar d the eastern par t of the theatre. 

Working cond1 t1ons at Batavia were being 
very d1ff1c~t ror the British and Americans and 
getting things done took undue time and effort. 

TO 18 JA"'UARX 

The Japanese rapidly completed their 
occupation or Tarakan and of llenado and the Vicini ties 
of both. At llenado they made their first use of para­
t r oops, which seemed to work but there was little 
opposi~ion. The Dutch r eported that they did a good 
job ot destruction or the petr oleum install,ations at 
Tarakan. These two enemy oper ations well i llustrated 
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the ae thoda which all their amphibious expeditions 
f ollowed: -

The expeditions formed at Jolo and Davao, 
a t both of which points landing fields were seized and 
prepared. From those fields , the first step was to 
usa their Na't')' pl..anes to knock out the Allied air­
craf t,- over the country a.nd the l anding fields in 
the general vicinity of the next obJec tive. That 
accompli shed, the troops followed, euarded by nUJDerous 
anti-submar ine craf t and strong forces of surface 
ships. The t r oops usually constituted a divisional 
organi zati on and they were equipped for beach land­
ings; apparently the Jap expeditions generally did 
not have to depend upon wharves and alongside un­
loedi.ng even for the heaviest equipment which they used. 
After sei zure of a port the next step of the enemy 
was to repair its air fields and move his own aircraft 
in on them, - in preparation for the next advance . 

The Allied Fleets continued the operations 
ot the preceding period and t wo important convoys were 
passed into Singapore. General Wavell, who was at 
Singapore 13-14 January, finally took over formal 
command of the ABDA area on the evening of 15 January. 
Up to that time , the t hree Fleet Commanders continued 
to work at Batavia, on the cooperative principle. 
There was always agreement 1n the end but frequently 
preceded by efforts to "get the others to do it" . It 
was plainly difficult tor t he British Flag Officers 
to relinquish control but thei r attitude was correct, 
Admiral Layton departed, (16th) . llo information came 
from Washington about prospective reinforcements . 
The Commanding Gener al USAFFE sent ABDAC~ additional 
despatches about supplyine him at Corregidor . The 
installation of a communication system f r om Lembang 
was proving very slow and the move to the new GHQ 
was being delayed in consequence, In t he meantime, 
it was difficult to carry on the work from Batavia. 

On 14 January, CinCAF ordered his Forces 
to make a Cruiser- Destroyer night attack on Kenia 
which, it was learned, was being used by the enemy 
ships of the expedition which took ~enado. The 
Striki ng Porcet (Destroyer torpedoes were to be the 
primary weaponJ, formed up quickly and made two-thi rds 
of the long run1 through unfamiliar and narrow wa t ers 1 

when it receivea word from a u.s . Submarine that the 
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enemy had moved out of Kem& and the rtcini ty. This 
was the first one of several attempts or the sort . 
H,III , S , JUPITER sank a large enemy Submar ine south­
wast of Java on the 16th; recovered two prisoners . 

Although by the end of thj.s period 
ABDAFLOAT was in full opera tional command the co­
operative principle had carried over and to some 
extent that condition obtained t h r oughout, This 
fact was fUlly realized, - and it was believed the 
correct way. Rear Admj.ral Palliser was Chj.ef of 
Staff - and he was also the best informed concerning 
the state of the British Naval forces, and of its 
shore installations . It was therefore natural that 
hls advice should carry great weight and to permit 
him to make all minor decisions concerning the British, 
including the actual arrangement of convoys . It is 
considered that Admiral Palliser was fully loyal, For 
instance

1 
some time after arriving at Colombo1 Admiral 

Layton attempted to withdraw the four best British 
Destroyers from the ABDA area; he had cer tain valid 
grounds upon which to make that attempt. It would 
have been a serious error - at t he time - as Admiral 
Palliser saw a t once and he valiantly fought out t he 
question on which, in the end, he won. Admiral Hart 
similarly handled the U. S . Naval Forces - quite 
directly, 

It wes at least from the political and 
psychological angie , adVisable to, similarly, give 
Admiral Helfrich as much lati tude as possible as re­
gards his own forces and i t was done as far as minor 
operations were concerned. The Dutch surface ships 
continued in use in covering t he Singapore convoys 
for the remainder of J anuary. As will appear later 
there was one occasion when Admj.ral Helfrich permitted 

1 
a misunderstanding that had a serious aspect, At 
the ti.me it looked as i f the basis for it lay in 
language d i fficult i es . However, there is one circum­
stance which requires recording:-

Admiral Helfrich had long worked in a dual 
capacity for he was, in effect, the Minister of Marine 
to the Governor-General, N. E. l . As such he was really 
a cabinet officer with much to do concerning N, E,I. 
merchant shipping and commerce and there was a poli t ical 
tinge to those duties . Admj.ral Helfrich was also the 
Commander of the Fleet which, incidentally had a 
different status from the Army of the N.E. f ., in that 
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the Fleet was "Royal" 1 and the Arrrr.y "Territorial.", 
It was rather natural for Admiral Helfrich to be some­
what dual in his attitude toward the A~lies because 
ot t hese circumstances . He was always under the 
Governor-General ' s authority and was r equired t o in­
form him on everything he knew , including secret ship 
movements, i n consequence of which ther e was danger 
of co:nproaise 

In his relations as a subordinate commander 
under ADDAFLOAT, Admiral Helfrich nt timess~emed t o 
be motivated somewhat from the poli tical angle and at 
other t imes altogether rrom the standpoint or a Naval 
commander in war . At times he w~d be entirely frank 
and open in any matters which were under discussion, 
while a t o t her times he acted more as in a civi l 
capaci ty. The difficulty was that in the latter 
r ole , he seemed to wish to get Naval f orces other 
than his own to take on an undue proportion of escort 
duty and anti-~ubmarine work in connection wi t h the 
relat i vely unimportant movements of Dutch merchant 
shi pping . The last conference with Ad!Ur al Helfr ich 
pri or t o ABDIJ"LOAT' s departure for Lembang 1 from 
Batavia, was entirely satisfactory and in a spirit 
or fUll franJr..ness . Upon the whole that condition 
cont i nued . 
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On this date , ABDAC<l>l moved from Bata via 
to r.emhane into a mo\mtain- r esor t hotel which is ten 
miles north of Bandoeng , The choice of l ocation 
there , rather than in or near Ilandoeng , lay in the 
i uea of s pr eading out and , consequently , tl1e better 
concealment or the GHQ from t he air . Facilities were 
far fro" adequate , bnt upon the whol e were eood 
enough1 with t~e exception of radio nnd land wire 
c orrununlce t ions ; (~ impr oved as time went on , in 
consequence o r r.mch work , includi!'lC adrlition of 
temporary builrlings) . 

AbD/,COi. had a very conplicated command in­
volv1ng f our .~< rmy , four Navy, and six Air organizations . 
Consequently, t her e was a e r eat deal to do i n or ­
ganizing and e qui pping a OHQ , which naturally r equir ed 
time . In the f ace of an advancine ener~y ther e of 
course was not time . The com,and funct i on had t o be 
exercised; but we neve r reach a condition under whJch 
it c ould be so exercised that there would be certainty 
that i nformation and clenr dir~ctives woul d be tra ns ­
mit ted with despatch, 

Despite the pe r iod over which the move from 
Ea tPvia was delayed in the interest of establishine 
commw1i cations , t hose facilities were still quite un­
sati sfactory. I n the fir st pl ace , t he equipment and 
t he me t hods for r a;id communications within the il . E. I. 
had always been r ather limited ;- sufficient for thei r 
~~ purpos e s but v~ry difficult of expansion. 

ABDt.COU 1 s GHQ was set up with the idea tha t 
t he c odes and ciphers would be mainly Br itish , hut 
usine Dutch cquipnent and cham~ls as nuch as was 
nec essar y . I nasmuch as Ci nCAF still co~~anded his own 
for ces at t his time , (throueh his Chief of Staff at 
Soerabaya) , a tlavy r adio un' t and coding board was set 
up at Lemha ne . Howevcr 1 these units had to be retained 
thr oughout and were an i mportant part of Al DACOl" s 
co~mnication systeo. '.'/ithout thei r services , comm\mi ­
cat ions wi th ships would have b~>en ve r y slow and hope­
l essly gl:Jtt.ed . The :lavy COI!IJnunication system was 
culled upon to do much for the U. G. Arey forces , which 
in the beei nninc had none or their ~vn . The r.ll!.ss of 
.1< r my com:T.mica tions became so ere at tl at we v1ere 
obl1r;ed to restr ict and force them into :1 . J:: , I . 
col'll!lercial channels in order the t Navy personnel 
coul d keep thei r own heads above water . Also, there 
was IJUCh danter of incurring conpr omise hy Landl1ng 
.. rmy tra ffic . 
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By this time it had become apparent that 
ABDACOW and his immediate advisors, who were mostly 
ot the British Army, was s till thinking mainly ot 
Malaya (Singapore),- and somewhat of Burma. ABDACO!I 
had not shown .uch interest when I discussed our 
eastern areas and the dangers or enemy penetration to 
the Malay Barri er on that side. As for the Naval side 
of things ABDACOW's interest was primarily the safety 
ot the relntorci ng convoys going into Singapore. His 
trend was to pr ocote employment of cruisers and des­
t~oyers on that aission without great thought to the 
consequent weakening of any possible Striking Force. 
At t he same tiae, he was amiably c r itical of deficient 
Naval opposition t o the direct advance of the enemy's 
aaphibious expeditions. 

ABDACOV's set-up f or air operational command 
called for an Air Marshal, (P(rce l , to head the 
unified air command which had to control the six air 
organi zations . The officer chosen had to come out 
from England; in the interim, General Brett, with 
General Brereton assisting! exercised such command as 
existed . General Brett be ng also the Intendant 
Generali aa well as Deputy ABDACOW, was over- loaded,­
particu arly since he had to pay considerable attention 
to u.s . Aray affairs in Australia, with which he had 
been charged prior to the inception of ABDACOM. Row­
ever1 his actual air command duties during t he period , 
(additional to work in connection with u.s. Army air 
reinforcements coming through Australia), was mainly 
confined to handling his own small detachment of heavy 
bombers . The R.A .F. air was all in Malaya and being 
directly commanded from Singapore . The immediate 
concern of CinCAF, as regards air, was the efficient 
operation of reconnaissance over water, f or which his 
own remaining planes, with tenders, were available in 
addition to an approximately equal force of Dutch s ea­
planes. That particular air fUnction was concrete, some­
what separated from the rest, and in the interest of best 
use for naval purposes, it was so maintained. General 
Brett at first chose Captain W~gner, U.S.N., to command 
the Aaerican and Dutch s eaplanes; but eventually, and 
incident to Dutch opposition, he had to change that and 
put the head of the Dutch Naval air service in command. 
However, Captain Wagner was kept in the Reconnaissance 
Command post, (at Bandoeng), as Deputy , and the Joi nt 
operation of seaplanes was carried on quit e effic iently 
throughout. Captain Wagner had his three small sea­
plane tenders which ware invaluable in providing 
flexibi lity of basing and, consequently, was in a strong 
position in his associations wi t h the Dutch Naval air . 

- 61 -

II' 

Regraded Unclassified



•• 
CO!lflDQtrlAP 

• • 
The Air fieconnaissence Command was estab­

lished well ahead or any thine else, had its own 
communicati on systeM, and , in gen~ra~, its performance 
was better t han that or the other a i r units seemed to 
ba , 

TO 2'j JAjiUARY 

Duri ng t he period the British Army and 
R. A. F. wer e being defeated ami pressed southward in 
Walaya at a discouraging r ate, ABDAC~ visited Sines ­
pore and also Rangoon (two separate journeys) , His 
absence on journeys or that sort seemed to create the 
impression that he was not taki ng enough interest in 
the affairs of the 11 . E. I , This was unfortunate and 
was pr obabl y due only to suspicion among t he Dutch , 
as ~alaya was the principa~ fighting front at the 
time, While in British circles there was talk of 
their •• rmy bei nt: shoved all the wa'.f down t o Sineapore 
Island and of an evacuation of ',ialaya by the R. ;, . !". 1 
t he opinion was repeatedly expressed that Singapore 
i t self would hold out indefinitely, even i r the docl<­
yard and port could not be used at all by our shipping . 

We completed assembly of the A.BDAFLOAT 
s t aff with Rear Admiral Palliser, R. !l. , as Chi ef of 
Staff, and with two Br itish, two American , and two 
Dutch assist ants2 - all of command rank. AdditionAl to 
them was Lieut. ~;ommander l.lason, u.s.u. who next to 
Colone~ Field! had cone to b~ t he mos t important member 
of the I ntel l gence Section. It had a~eady become 
apparent that, other than by direct observation by 
reconnaissance planes, we wo~d be getting very little 
in!ort:Ja tion about the enemy from sources other than 
Corregidor, The Naval un1 t there continued to be 
or the utmost value, and without its services Ai•J .. FLOA'I 
w~d have had to carry on ve ry much in the dark , The 
American Naval co~~unication unit at Lembang increased 
in importance and crew t o a tota l of somethin~ over 
t wenty offi cer s and men, 

During tho period , the Japanese continued 
some ac t i vi t y in the ;~olucce Strait but its charact~>r 
was not c l ear. There were signs of a build -•IP and of 
activity tol'lard Ambon and Kendari but there was 
i nsufficient informati on ror proper estimate of enemy 
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intentions . I advised ADDACOI.I that the Fleets could 
not he depended upon to b reak up an expedition against 
A~hon . I said that it would bo well cover ed by Sub­
~rines but tlmt previous experience showed that they 
could no t be rello;od upon to do 11nmu;h damage to break 
up an expedi t ion enbar k'!d t n oany ships, according to 
t he us••nl Jap prac tice; and t ha t only unde r an unusual 
c oob!nation or favorable circumstances could we hope 
to UPt l he f~v krnerican surface ships available into 
action acnins t t he t ransports before they discharged . 
I a lso s lo t<>d tim t 1f ASDAC!l.l intended t o withdraw the 
troop3 fron .. mbon he should oct in the near future • 
The impression wa s gat hered that the forces at Ambon 
s hould r omnin there and "fight i t out" . 

The enemy conplet~d his ca pture and occupancy 
of 7arakan 1\nd advanced s outh through l.:acassar Strait to 
Balll•:apan t which he occupied without much opposition 
on the la~ . The Dutch reports were to the effect that 
all of" t!.e oil industr y installations at both those 
plac-:s which \Jere abo·n:. ground were totally destroyed; 
co:-eover, tho t SOtll'l o r all of the wells were so plugged 
that 'he •>llaMy would have t o start drilling operations 
f r om th" u<~cinnlne in order t o ge t fuel out or the 
fields . The demol1 tion job nt Tnrnkan was a smaller 
t a sk tt.!\n at J'lalikpapan but more time was available at 
th<> 11\tt"r port , who!"e the demolit i on began sometime 
l <!fore tl.e Je)'ane se ap!)eared . ·:/hile t here is no doubt 
tl!at tl" Dutch did acconpl1sh 11 e r 'lll t deal of destruction 
~t those r•lnces , •·e can by no me11ns be c ertain that 
:mtch .:ells or considerable capncity did not fall into 
t ho: l."nt's or the Japanese. In nny case, at Tnrakan, 
which field &I ves a very h ieh grade o r petroleUI!I, the 
oi l 1s not nt creat depth . (Incident ally , the Dritish 
fiel d Rt 5nr ia is s a id to le a very extensive one and 
t!1" ol. 1 111 very near tl' e surface. I n that field also, 
tic oil is of a v ery high quality ,- good enough for 
boiler fudl os i t come s f r om the c round) . 

Cl nCAF h ad long believed t ha t a s far as 
natur~l r.-.:~ourc'!!l were concer ned , the oil fi elds were 
b:• far t !1o 1.ost inpor t ant str nte&ic fac t or in the entire 
7~r :~sl a r ea . en the possibility u .at the Japanese 
r.!cht capture soe~" of the oil- bearing t e rri t ory , CinCAP 
l.<.d 'U'i:Od t!·t> l'ull,.s t po~sible preparations for des­
tr-.:ct~on nnd ),ad continued to pl:"ess in that way insofar 
as befi t tod his position. Soon nfter the outbreak of 
·.ru1 he succ•1stcd tha t a certain amount or plugging or 
\"tells b<> sto;l:"tod n t onc e , There lind seeoed to be more 
r e 1uc t ancc on th<> r nrt or tl1r r·ri t 1sh ormers of the 
; ! r 1 - :Jer 1o a r<'n than by tl e others . It was e vident 
t! • t ver y 11 tt lo prepar atory 11ork rtas done at l.i1ri and 
::er ia ur.li t the natter w" s finally put into the control 
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ot the British Coamander-in-chiet, Eastern ~eet, in 
t.he Autuan ot 1941, 

The Striking Farce, (~rican cruiaera and 
destroyers)' Juaped orr on 21 January to attack into 
Yacassar Strait . The movement was baaed upon a Dutch 
Arllll( report which was incorrect tor t.he Jap advance 
was not .. de until later, This t ala• move thr .. the 
Striking Force badly out or gear1- burned up a lot or 
tual MARBLEHEAD developed detects on one ahatt, and 
BOIS~ was lost to the Asiatic ~eat tor the reaainder 
or the caapaisn by striking an uncharted pinnacle rock 
which ripped a long gash in her bottom near the keel. 
There was incomplete recovery or readiness to strike 
when the Jap expedition did proceed to Balikpapan, 

However tour destroyers did attack ott 
Bal1kpapan during the nisht or 23- 24 January, with no 
loss, and succeeded in doing much daaase. The results 
cannot be known but the destruction or tour large 
valuable ships is certain and that or tour others ia 
most probable, The destroyer• .. de either five or six 
known torpedo hits and between thirty and tort7 4-inch 
h~ts at close rangei generally along the waterline, with 
the proJectiles exp oding inside, and known to have 
started some tires, As far as the Division Commander 
knew, he was in the presence or auperior enemy rorces. 
He ran past tour powerfUl Jap destr oyers, and our 
destroyers held tull speed durin& the lt hours that they 
were weaving in and out or the Japanese transport for­
mation. ln consequence, there were many ~sses by 
torpedoes which were launched at close range wh~le 

passing the targets at high s peed , The starf work which 
set up the attack, (trom Soerabaya), was excellent· 
weather conditions t1ttedj the destroyers ware ert!cient, 
and they were also lucky 1n that they sutfered prac­
tically no d ... ge, The Japanese expedition down the 
Macassar Strait also auttered tr0111 submarines and troa 
the attack or Dutch and ~rican u.,y planes, The •­
total or the damage inflicted proved to be suc.h that 
the enemy stalled at Balil<papan and did not come farther 
by itsalr. 

The S-36 was lost about thirty &ilea west of 
the city of Macassar, through grounding on an open sea 
reef, during thic.k weather, It ahoul.d be sa~d here that 
much or the waters or the R.&,l, are difficult from 
the navicational standpoint and aince all aids to nevi­
cation had been diacont1nued as a war 8easure, the con­
dition constituted a handicap at beat, There was the 
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still greater handicap or almost total lack of 
faailiarity with the operating areas on the pert of 
our personnel. The Dutch charts end sailing 
directions are much better then t he English publi­
cations but our officers could not read theo . Effort 
waa made to supply the deficiency by obtaining pilots 
but the r equired Dutch personnel wa s said to be un­
available. 

Our surface ships had been nearly continuously 
at sea since the war began and t he advers e effects as 
regards .. terial efficiency of those old vessels were 
beooaing apparent. Even when t hey were i n por t usually 
only a little could be obtai ned i n the way of services . 
The tenders were at Darwin and their availabili ty was 
reduced for that reason. The same circumstances existed 
for t he Submarines. Several or the.m were already 
several weeks out and, 1n fact, t o find more than three 
or four in port at any one time wa s a rare occasion. 
It was well understood in our own Fleet Command that 
we were over-working our submarines, part icular ly for 
their first patrols, but so many emergencies kept 
developing on account of the necessi t y for resisting 
the en-.y's southern advance to the ut most that t here 
was nothing else to do. 

Our submarines were continuing to shift their 
petrol areas to the southward in order to stay in front 
or the en~ advance. Th~continued, however, insofar 
as numbers available would permit, to patrol exits from 
the enemy ports and bases and to work on the enemy 's 
lines of communications when information disclosed same. 

It developed to be a mis take to have sent 
practically all our large auxili aries all the way to 
Darwin, because that removed them so far from t he center 
of gravity of operations of our ships which they 
existed to serve. A westward movement was consequently 
projected. During the periodj American destr oyers sank 
a submar1ne off Darwin. Exam ned the Wl'eck by divers, 
165 feet of water, no opportunity to get detailed 1n­
fol'1111ltion. 

HOUSTON and two destroyers were being con­
tinually used i.n the Derwin-Torres Strait area for 
escorting American troop ships and auxiliaries . Also, 
we were having to meet some of t he many demands for 
anti-~ubmarine e scorts in Java waters by using American 
destroyers. 
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Two aora British convoys ware sent to 
Sincapore during the period and British and Dutch sur­
race ships still were uinly encaged i.n that task. 
The Dutch aurt'ace ships r-.1ned t'Teab, - not ill over­
worked condition. The sua condition a pplied to the 
Dutch subaar1nes . They had been very active durin& 
December and two of' them had aunk four sh.ips each 1 
th.raa had been lost. But for some t1me the remaining 
Dutch submarines bad operated most leisurely, usually 
with not more than two at sea at once . 

Duri~ the period ABDAFLOA'l' visited 
Soar baya 1n order to generally regain t ouch and also 
to arrange to bring Adairal Olasst'ord on shore so that 
ca-end could be turned over to hia 1 as ComSouthWestPa c, 
under conditions such that he could pr operly exercise 
that c,....•nd . This was a dit't'icul t change to carry 
out in the t'ace of' an ad'r&J'lC1n& eneay and was a subject 
ot' considerable embarrassment at the time. 

SiDce about 8 January, there had been 
received several coiMIUllications about getting suppl ies 
into the Ph111pp1nes , At t'irst 1t was a direc t call , 
t'rom USAFFE upon ABDACOW, in meeting which we sent 
anti-.aircraft 81111l1U1lition into Corregidor. Somewhat 
late~ but a s soon as a cargo could be collected, a sub­
mar ine car ried saall arms 81111l1U1lition into llindanao. 
This ammunition was sent in as s oon as commensurate 
loads of the required components could be collected 
from Australia by our Ar=y author ities . A third sub­
marine tor which an aamunition load was not pr1mary 1 
also want t o Corregidor t'Tom Java - somewhat later. 
These supply voyages of course took the submar1nee away 
t'Tom their pri.&ary war aissions for considerable 
periods . However 1 this was not all loss f rom the 
strictly Naval standpo1nt because upon thei-r return 
the submar 1Des brought out of' Corregi dor torpedoes, 
spares , and a certain number o f key personnel1 all of 
which wa s badly needed in the southern areas. 

The project of getting food into Corregidor 
and Ba taan was placed wi th the Ar~ by the President, 
who made available a considerable sum to be employed 
for chartering merchant vessels and paying high wages 
to their personnel for attempts to run the supplies 
in t'raa Australia or points along the Barrier. The 
Naval authorities of all three Nations 1n J ava gave 
what ass istance was possible but the t'u1l results are 
not known. CinCAP' detailed a COIIm&J'lder to assist our 
~ authorities 1n J ava. 
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The CinCAF also turned over to the Army 
a 2000- ton frei ghter, (Ph1lip1no flag) , which it had 
under charter f r om Uovembe r , 1941 and sparked up 
the ship ' s personnel into fUll wiilingnass to under­
take the venture . This ship was t he most promising 
of those which wer e heard of as employed on the 
pr oject from within the ABDA area; but it is understood 
t hat the food components for her cargo wor e collec t ed 
too l ate for tl'e ship to cet loaded a nd well started 
befor~ the Japanese advance was pretty well on t op 
of Soerabaya. She is understood t o have been caught 
while sti ll well s outh. 

The most pr omisine venture of the lot was 
another Philipino ship, DOll ISIDRO , a fast Diese l - engine 
inter-island ship which "'ns sent south from Manila Bay 
durint; the early days of tl.c war. 1'h1s ship was loaded 
Ly th~ Ar my in Australia in til:le to .;e t thr ough to 
t he Philippfne s before t he enem;t had got t en ver y f a r 
into the H. E. I. waters . The CinCAF, a fte r cnreful 
study , eave the ship a r outing which seemed r.tost pre>mis­
i ng and involvad going through the Torres and Damrier 
Stra its . Sotoe t hi ng miscarried , ilowever, becal!Se thP 
s hip went s outh about Australia, to Fremantle, a nd was 
next heard of l'lhi l e a pproaching Batav ia! DON ISIDRO 
was cau~;ht on t he y;ay north from there . Had she been 
pr operly directed from ~ustralia, there was a very 
good chance that she would have r eached Correeidor . 

TO 31 .TA!ilJAIW 

The returnine Submar ines were by now r e ­
porting lar ge r results than befor e but s till were also 
r eportirg too •~any failure s ; - warheads not exploding 
on hits , torpedoes missine on account o f bad runs , 
and too many attacks faiU ng f or var ious other reasons . 
A consider able nlll'•her of the failures v;a s still the 
fault c f personnel . As coul d have been expected f i rst 
war patrcls of Submarines are relatively ir.e!'fic!ent 
and time is r equired to get into strid q , 1he offic i al 
reports of the Asia tic Subnarin<ls will , for tl-" most 
part, he a vailable and should co,·er this S'.l~ ject 
tl:oroughly . 
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By this date, the Submarines cencrally lad 

been Y.eepinc the seo for unduly lone per iods ; that 
is , upward~ of 50 days fo1· the lnrcc boats and 30 to 
40 f or the smal l boats, all ill t.ropiral water s ot that . 
!.:any of the patrols we r f' much l onger than wa s in­
t el,ded because, 1 n so man)' cases , Submarines which 
were on 1 he way to 1\nse had to be turned back to i n­
c r ease oppos i tion to the •memy ' s advance . It was 
ueillll fow1c , however , tha t i n spi te of t he ve ry gr eat 
hardships and strain over iong periods , tl.e persoru1el 
wns standinc it surpr-is i nt; lY well. :.!any were in 
r ather bad shape upon return but appear e d to r ec over 
in a very short per iod of rest . 

CinCAF visited Socraunya dt~ing the per i od 
and set up the new cor.u1a:!<i arrangenent under which he 
renmined noroinal l y Cin<:A:' but with that office !'rac­
tical ly i r.ac tivated. Vice t.dntiral Glassford , with 
hear ndntirHl Pur nell ~ s Chief of S t a ff , became 
Co!!llllander, u . s . llaval Forces in the Southl'les t Pac i fic . 
The Conuroand Post rer..ained at Soer abaya but wa s tendilll: 
t o shift out of that city on account of the thr oa t 
o!"' the ])endir:g enemy advance, By nO'It the forces 
tender Commandant , Sixtee!lth Naval District , had 
offi cially c or.:.e under USAFFE oper,.tional command ; 
i n practice , t his arrangenent had been in effect for 
some time . The r.siatic Fleet Intelligence work did 
remain <!l toe ether under CinCAF and t rere was certain 
cognizance as rec;ards comr.tunications but , i n most all 
other respects, the llaval and t.la r ine forces , t11anila 
Bay, were assisting tl:e Army. I n thi s r-ol e t he i r 
services are known t o have been of e r eat value . 

Purine t his v isit at Soer aba;<a , i t was seen 
that sot:le days would elapse bef ore an Amer i can Striking 
Force of much potential ity could t aY.e the sea ; the 
Destroyers had many empty tubes and no Cruiser was 
a vailable, except !JARllLE!!E.;D, wh~ch wa s completine teo­
por ary repai r s to main power pl !ltlt. 1\FDI.FLOAT visited 
Batavia upon r eturn and conferred with Vice l<dniral 
Hel f r ich and Comnodore Collins 

1 
R. A. !I. {He usually s aw 

eye- to-eye with th9 latter off1cer and had COI:le to re l y 
very ereatl y upon his judgment and general a t t itude) , 
Vice Admi r a.l Helfrich was s till f ound disposed not to 
be entirel y frank as r eeard s t he state and r eadi ness 
of his forces . At this conference he did not disclose 
that he could get a consider-able force of his ~•n 
Crui sers and Destroye rs to sea ,- which "'ould have 
s t r engthened our current ~Yeakness t o tl:e eastwar-d of 
Java . {"Iii thout informine the ABDAFLOAT office , he had 
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ordered the,. forces into the Kari.mata Strait. It 
waa a proper action! as insti.tuted, but at the time ot 
the conference the ntormation upon whlch it was 
baaed had been found to be incorrect and the order 
had been cancelled. Thh latter was not disclosed tor 
a little ti.me afterward). 

Started movinc American auxiliaries west­
ward from Darwin. (Directed it 29 January but ti.rst 
aaili.nc was not until 3 February). This was 
necesaitated by the requ1.rements for servici.ng the 
Deatr oyers a.nd Submari.nes 1.n Java harbors. Haw ever, 
by now Darwin, aa might have been expected, had been 
found most 1.nadequate and unsu1.table as a harbor and 

baae. Moreover, being located 1n a bight of the ocean 
and tree for approach from the north or west, it was 
becom1ng too easy for the enemy to cover Darwin and 
lock up anythi.ng i.nside. Thi.s dec1s1.on amounted to 
our Navy's movi.nc toward disconti.nuance of the use of 
Darwin as a base and did not conform to the general 
attitude which the Uni.ted states administration had 
adopted a month or more previously. ABDACOV did not 
peraonally approve of movLng ~rican auxiliaries away 
from Darwin but he accepted the idea since Briti.sb and 
Dutch Naval thought also agreed upon 1.t. 

At one of ABDACOU's conferences during this 
peri.od ABDAFLOAT stated that the Allied Naval forces 
could have accomplished much more in the way or direct 
opposition to the enemy advance if a2 Cru.isers and 
Destroyer• had been used for escort duty; that the past 
history showed that we would have lost nothinc at sea 
it convoys bad gone "bare", w.itb the possible exception 
of one fuel ship, TRINITY, which might have been lost 
in the vicinity of Darwin had she been unescorted. 
Those statements were unwelcome but were true. 

During the period, (29th) , the decision 
was made by ABDACOM to concentrat e the Brit ish Army1 
which had been opposing the Japanese on the Peni.nsu.La, 
on SLngapore itself. Included in that decision was 
the v.irtual w.ithdrawal ot the R. A. F. from Br itish 
territory and projecting its future operations from the 
air fields of SUmatra. Formal orders were issued 
cloai.nc the naval dockyard at Si ncapore,- a step which 
waa a very hard thine for the British to have to take 
in view of the Empire's policy over many years. It was 
understood that Rear Admiral Spooneri R. N., in command 
at SLngapore, was h.imself considerab y surprised at 
the suddenness of the British Army's retreat. In con­
sequence of the decision, all shlp movements involving 
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Sinrapore now IHlCIU!Ie a l':a t t Ar of br1n&1 ng personnel 
and nmterinl out , rathe r t han in , wit! g~nerel 
destination J nvo . ~vecuetion or wor.>en nnd children 
from Sincapor e luod been 1n rroeress for 50!'18 t1!!le 
bu t ~ore or ]A~s on a eo- ns-you- plPnse bnsis , 

~Jrine tie pc~iod tiP JapanRse werR build­
ing up e~st of Celetes Isla~ but thei r other expedit i on 
was still stalled off Balikpapan1- where 1 t contin·,,.,d 
to pr esent sone attracti ve tert:Pts . Prerar,.t ions of 
Al:lericPn !Jos troyers and t:/JII f£11£...0 were pressed ns 
rapidly as 1 ossible end l • .l..RBLJ::J.EAD cot out rti th four 
Destroyers, (witli some empty tubes , hOIVt>VPr), And Mde 
another jump- off into the !.;aJ<nssar Strait . However , 
t hey woro shadowed by J apanese llir during tl1e n rte r­
noon and since it was a br ieht moon11cht nicht tte 
Coo.'l'.ender, very pr operly, dccidPd not to drive home 
tho attacl- ir. the fac: e o!" thll superior Japnnest> ::aval 
forc es wl.ich ai r reconnaissance re]•orted , 

Chic!" Air ~arshall Pearce final ly arrived, 
1UDAFLOAT did his ~est to cet on eood r~rsonal toms 
w1 th h!ro, lool<ing ta.mre pro:"otinc cooperation bet,m<>n 
pl :mcs and sh1 ps , but never !'lade 1'11\Ch progress . The 
n"w Air Cor.1111ander lwd not l een trained for such co­
orer&tioll , O!lt) of his assistants \IllS Group Captain 
Darvall R. A. "'· who had been lone in L'nl nya ; he wn~ 
onP o~rlcer or h mt service who soc•·•••d able to unclar­
star.d tl.o proble•ls over t re water Pnd , fortunately, h e 
was avoil•ole a t t h e C!!:;, nen r!:• all tl e tiJ'le . 

Cen<.'rul 7:aveH aeain visited Sinearo~e 111.d 
upon his return s t atuu ir· conferet•<'e trat h<.' P.;t!"ectr·d 
the I sland to hole out 1ndef1nitol:r tJo.ouch , o!" course , 
its port wo11ld no t l1e usable. A Jal exrcdHion at t c.cl·ed 
nmbon on t hP 3ls t u:1d took the entire plac-e •:1th~ n two 
o::- tl:rec d'll'S , The "lli"'d nir fore•• still rcna1r.1HC 
t here a t thf' time was r.ea£re , The Dut ch and 
,;us tralian plan'Js wl 1ch had b'Jcn o ta tioncd at ~he 
rlaCC hod bef'n I''Pll >U:ed Uf' dttr111C pl'"CCdin!; C!Vfl:: n! r 
a ttnc· s . Cur l'l>t··lir-t; ':en lost two pl an<>s on ~ccount 
of inexper iencf.' - l el oneed to tll'l squadron which had 
r ec ently arr i ved . The Alli<.'s lost a str ong battal'on 
or nustr :tlians and so-:e or 'l.c b<>st. units of t.ho 
i: . t:. . I . t rey . 
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Durinc the period, the Japanese rema~d inacti•• in the Macassar Strait. They continued to build- up in Kolucca Strait and on the east side of Celebes Island;- at Ambon probably but particularly at l:endari. Thera were •ery good Dutch landing fields at that point which had also been used by u.s. Ar~ heavy bombers. %hay had hoped to continue such use and called for transportation of fuel supplies to that front. In c0111pl1ance, 30 ,000 gallons or 100 octane gasoline were sent 1n by a destroyer plane tender which barely got clear just as a Japanese expeditionary force arrived to occupy Kendari. The Navy did con­siderable running in order to lay down gasoline along the Malav Barrier for use of Ar.y planes which were to be ferried tram Darwin to Java. 

Sent LANGLEY to P'reemantle to load ArTII!/ P-40 pursuit planes, assembled, under an agreement to transport them north if conditions were propitious when the ship was loaded and ready . In the interest or secrecy of the move111ent , requested A:rf!~Cf authorities to send no despatches wha t ever concerning this movement other than to direct that their planes be sent to P'ree~~~&ntle to be there loaded on a ship. 
On 2 February called all three Naval Commanders 1 (Admirals Helfrich , Glassford1 and Commodore Collina) , ~o Lembang for conference with the objective or setting up a stronger Striking Force; most or the Cruisers end Destroyer• were by then being relieved from escort duty into Singapore . Moreover , the en8f!ICI ' s next advance would be bound to bring his forces into easier r each of our forces, acting rrom the points .fr011 wh1ch they had to jUJDp orf • All the Dutch Cruisers and Destroyers had become available and there was pros­pect or soon using the British Destroyers, of which two were very strong, modern sllips; also there was possibility or using one, or even two, very good British Cruisers, which were temporarily in the ABDA area . 
During the conference it was decided to set up the Strild.ng Force with Rear Ad111iral Doo1'1D8M, (Dutch) in collllll&nd - with Rear Admiral Purnell as second !n comm•nd it found advisable to have two Flag Officers in the Force . It was also decided to first assemble the Force at sea, east or Java, as soon as possible and to strike at first oppor tunity. The 
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tttct1cal hnndl inc of the mix"d forces was di scussed . 
Since there would be little or no chance for t r aining, 
tl orP were bound to he diffi cul t1 es but it was hel d 
tl!r. t lhcy would not be ~;rea t hecause the for ce would 
l'e sr•a ll and t !&e tactics simple . The shi p-to- ship 
com1uun1cut1ollS were to be by short- range , high­
frequency voice radio . General Wovell l ooked over 
tho acr ee11ents am! approved . The Str iking Force got 
a ssembled on the 3rd and was sighted tha t P. M. by 
ener..y a ir units which attacked Soerabaya . 

Soerabaya ex perienced its fir st bombing 
r~ttacl:s on February ) r d and 1 according to the us ual 
J a::>anese procedure it was airec~d nt the air i n­
stal lations . The Dutch fichters i n t he v icinity wer e 
beaten and mos tly lost i n the ai r. The J apanese 
caught and destroyed a considerable number of pl anes 
on the gr mmd , but al l u.s. Navy planes cot away. 
l'y t hen they had fully l earned about dangers on the 
water , if they were where tl-.e enemy mi gh t expec t them 
to be . The small Airplane Tenders permitted f r equent 
chances of ba se ,- which was their salvation and per­
mitted them to continue their invaluable raconnaissance 
work for so lone i n t he pre sence of strong enemy forc e s .-

On tt.e 4th of Pebruary the Striking Force 
was caujlht by a power f ul Jap bombfng attack while on 
t~e way out to a jur.tp- of r point for another a ttack . 
Two Dutch and two Al:lerican Cruisers, with a mixed 
force of ten Destroyers , were in the formation . 
i_..Rl!LJ;."J...AD was knocked out of the campai gn by thr e e 
bor.:hs and would h::we sunk at sea but for an un-
nsuali;.r c our ageous and effic i ent per sonnel. HOUSTON 
lost h~r after turret and her main radio and had heavy 
rarsoru •el casual ties;- s i xty l<il l cd . Both cruisers 
went to 1' j ilapjap . Admiral Doormann s t ill had a con­
siderable force intact , even a fter providing escor ts 
for tho dnmaged "merican Cruisers 1 but he i)nllled1a t ely 
wl thdr ew all his ships to the sout:h and west . That 
uov.Jr.,en t was not known at Le1:1bang for over hal f a day on 
account of the ver y defective Dutch sh ip-to- shore 
c orn.unications , The Striking For ce was , t he r efor e , 
t l: r own O\lt or taken out of action for the tirne being. 
Henceforth, the only Amer ican Cruiser available in t he 
arcc wcs ti:P. da:oaced HOUS'!.Oll . The BOISE sai l ed for 
Col cnbo 1- 2 Febr uary . On 10 ?ebruary , sent HOUSTON on a 
troop escort mission Darwin to Koepang. Alt hough with 
afte r turr<> t disabled , HOUSTO!i was still the most pO!rer­
ful cruiser available in the a r ea and quite capabl e of 
escort du ty , at least . It was tenta tively decided that 
when PC:OJ::t:IX a rrived in tl1e area, HCUSTOII would return 
to a home port . 
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This last jump-off of the Striking Force 
-• about three days later than it would have been 
it the Dutch Navy had acted with ent ire f r ankness 
in disclosing ita state or readiness , Tho r eason for 
auch aiaunderstanding is still not known, but a 
natural tendency to hold back and expec t American sur­
race torcea not to hold back had been more or less 
preaent tor some tille , I doubt that any i ndividual 
ia particularly to blame tor that situation, Rather, 
it -s a aatter of failure to begin per sonal 
associations of Aaeri can, British , and Dutch Naval 
ofticiala soon enough, 

The westward movement of the Striking Force 
after receiving the bombing a t tack was , probably, 
quite unfortunate, It lat er devel oped t hat an enemy 
expedition had milled around in waters south of 
Celebes for nea.rly a da.y,- 7-8 February, probably 
awaiting something, We had information of i t - f r om 
patrol planes - but no surface ships were in position 
to strike it. 

TO 10 fEBRUARY 

During the period, General Wavell visited 
BurJa& and later Singapore, By t he date of the l atter 
visit, the Japs had already i nvaded Singapore Island 
and occupied considerable ground on i ts western end, 
ABDACOM directed four fast ships s en t up to evacuate 
3000 R,A,F. personnel to Java. 

The period was marked by an increasing 
number of Allied planos lost i n the a ir, Mos t of the 
losses were British and it was sa id that nearly all of 
the 100 new Hurricanes which were go t ten int o acti on 
around 30 January, through risky and expe.nsive movements 
of ships, had been "used up" . u.s , Army and Dutch >~rmy 
air had also suffered and Al l i ed power i n the a ir wa s 
diminishing at an alarming rate. The Reconnai ssance 
Coem•nd was also losing planes but was still keeping 
up a fairly good flow of information of enemy movements 
at sea. 

During the peri od, ABDAIR disa ppeared f r om 
Lembang and was found to have est ablished his Command 
Post at Bandoeng, This move was made without rotice to 
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ABDAFLOAT and when !acts were aade knawt1 to ABDACOJI 
he indicated that he hlllael! had not previousl.7 known 
or the move. There was contimnnc indication that the 
coaparative wealcneu or the Allin 1J1 the air had been 
aore a aatter or unseasoned personnel than in an in­
adequacy or planes, i .n numbers or in types . Thia 
seflll!ed to particularly apply to all squadrons or the 
R.A , P, 1 and to the pursuit squadrons ot the U. S. Army. 

As soon as Admiral Ooormann'a withdrawal 
aoveaent after receivin& the bocbin& attack on 4 
February was known, he waa directed to reverse hia 
aoveaent and retora the Striking Porce tor use in the 
quadrant northeast or Java . He thereupon issued a 
directive aettinc up two rendezvous about 300 miles 
south or the Malay Barrier from which to tuel, assemble 
and Juap orr. This was a quite impracticable project 
1J1 that the rendezvous were too far away and the sea 
there too rough for dependence on tuelill8 at sea, 
Consequently, Admiral Doormann was directed to pro­
ceed to Tjilapjap for conference, 

ABDAFLOAT visited TJ1lapjap on the 8th, 
finding a considerable portion of the Strik1ng Force 
in port, and conferred with Admir al Doormann. The 
latter was found to be rather over-apprehensive or 
enemy bombing attacks , Shortly after the meeting began 
intor-tion came in indicating a Jap expeditionary 
aovement to be coaing around the southeast end or 
Celebes and the bland o! Bouton, Fl'oa previous in­
formation there was belief that the enemy's next 
aove woulJ be directed at Banjer massin, (southeast 
Borneo), or on eastern Java. (Actually, the ene=y1 s 
next step was to take Kakassar, - 9- 10 February) . 
ABDAFLOAT represented 1n the conterence that if such 
developed at least a night attack must be made. He 
directed Admiral Doormann t o draw up plans for it and 
to take up position 1n readiness as soon as it could 
be done. The plan was issued very quickly and ehips 
or the Str 1k1n& Porce began leaving po~~ the plan was 
to asseable just south of the Barrier west or Bali , 
(By this time, it had become apparent that Adllliral 
Doormann was naturally a very cautious sea commander 
and not inclined to take commensurate risks. Thought 
was given to relieving him but ABDAFLOAT decided 
qa.inst the step at that tillle . There was no Cruiser 
available upon which to embark an American Adairal and 
there was no British commander available; additional 
to which was the prevalence or feeling among the Dutch 
that their officers were not being given enough or the 
comn•nd positions , over the ABDA theatre - 1n all areas). 
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At about the end of this per iod, there 
were indications of another Jap expedition forming 
at a group of Islands about 300 miles aouth of Saigon. 
It was not ABDACOM's practice to keep up running 
Estt.atas of the Situation, or "appreciatioru~",- as the 
Bri tiah call sucb documents , ABDAP'LOA'l' kept up only 
very rough running eatia:atea which usually were not 
pres erved. On or about 9 February, the general 
s tratecic picture, aa it appeared to him, was about as 
follows:-

The British in Singapore had already been 
rendered innocuous and there was question of the des­
tination or the new ene1117 expedition r eferred to just 
above. , The indications were that it was being directed 
at Banda Island or its vicinity, with ultimate des­
tination either western Java or central Sumatra,- pro­
bably the latter. 

There was at the same time to be considered 
the Jap aovement through Molucca Strait; (and perhaps 
the reuins of the detachment which came through 
Macassar Strait) . It was known that the Japs had built­
up strongly around Kendaxi and to the south of it , par­
ticularly as regards a ir fields and air power, so that 
it was a considerable base. That area having bean 
relatively quiescent for some time , the assumption had 
to be made that there would be a push from those eastern 
Jap forces 1n the near future . While it later developed 
that they first made a short step only to Macassar, and 
generally occupying all of scr.;thwest Celebes 1 it was 
at this tiae estimated that a straight jump to Madura 
Island or Bali was quite likely. Also that if such 
jump ware made, the Striking Force would have a fair 
opportunity for breaking it up. Unforturataly, for 
about 48 hours at this time, either bad weather or 
heavy enei!IY air opposition prevented our reconnaissance 
pl.anes from getting any information. This fact caused 
ABDAFLOAT to hold t o his esti mate about 24 hours longer 
than would otherwise have been the case, during which 
time the Striking Force was retained to the eastward, 
whereas it should have moved west for use against the 
other i nvading expedition. 

ABDAFLOAT also visited HOUSTON and MARBLEHEAD 
at Tjilapjap on 8 February and saw at f irst hand the 
damage to HOUSTON and WARBLEKEAD. Both ships had been 
severely punished , but the morale and courage or the 
officers and men seemed in no way impaired . It was 
fi nally decided t hat HOUSTON would remain in the area 

- 75 -
76 Regraded Unclassified



for the present and t hnt her next employment would l, o in eoverine a troop novemPnt, whi ch AN>ACOt.t was f orming up , f rom ~ar~in to Koopnng or Timor, for the better pr otection of ~he landine fi~ld thoro. 

L ,\RliLEHEAO was s oon to be badly wrecked. By vi r tue or a hieh doeree of technical ability on the pn.r t or a Dutch !laval &reh1toet1 the ship ' s bow hnd been lifted out of water so titn~ the hole in tile bottom could be rough~y patched . There was total lnc:Y. or stee r i ng pO'IIOl' but i t was considered l ess ris ky to send the ship to sen steer ine with her engines t han to attempt t o ca t t ho stern out of wnter Tli tit the limited liftin:: porrer ave!lable in tile Tjilnpjap docY. . It was decided that l.l.~bLEH&\D must be gotten out of t be 1\BDA areo as early as possible , and s he soiled for Ceylon, vTUS acc ocpnny1nc 1 wi t hin a very fff\'t dnys . Only unusuall y effic i ent and tenac ious officers and oen could have saved this ship in the f1r~t instance , or have continued t o keep the sen with her over such lone peri ods . 

Tho TanY.ers and Tender s a rrived a t Tjila pj ap and becan e!v1ng lone - deferr ed servic e, (including torpedoes) , to Pe:;troyers nnd SubMar ines which had long needed 1 t . Thenceforth, Tjilopjap was the principal 
b~se for ACierican s hj ps; 1t was a ~ost i nadequate har ­bor but t!>e only one with rntch of any security; said securi ty lay entirely in t ho location . 

The Subnarinos continued to be ac t i ve -Dutch bo3ts in the "estern part of the theatre , American boats in t he centr al nnd eas t er n parts . Since their splendid perf'or n.anceo durinc December 1 the Dut ch Sub­ma r i nes had not been ~>ff'ectivo . The ~<merican boats were by not"t bring!~ b!lcY. lar ter ""l>n&s" than before and the total had b<co:ne c onsider able . Bttt ti ere were still occurring t oo ronny lost opportlllliti es t o inflict severe datnat:o on the enemy. I t was still the case t t.at the enemy could odvnncc his .:.mphihicus expeditions in the face of Subnarines without sufferi~ enough loss t o stop or break hi~ up. However, the Subcarines are t hought to have caused ti•~ enemy c reator losses t han d1<1 everythi ng else in tho AHDA area. 
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TO 15' FEBRUARY 

During the period, the Japanese invasion 

ot Singapore Island made ground very rapidl~ against 
what was the equivalent of three tull British divi­

aions, and the surrender occurred on 15 P'ebruary. 
During the last days of Singapore, evacuation of 
mater ial and personnel - including women and children -
was carried on as well as it could be done in the 

i .. ediate presence of an invading enemy. Conditions 
were very chaotic . Ships of all types were subJected 
to considerable boobing attack, while loading and 

while at. sea tor quite a distance south of Si .ngapore. 

The R.A. F. was operating from Java and the south­
central fields of Sumatra and offering opposition to 
the Japanese aircr aft in their operations which began 

to extend well south of Singapore. 

The Japanese invasion of the Pale.mbang section 

ot Sumatra got underway,- a paratroop attack at first 
followed by landings on the east coast and movements 

up the rivera . The success or failure of this in-
vasion was not clearly known in Java as the period 

closed . Neither was it known what steps, if any, 

had been taken toward denying the enemy petroleum from 
this , the most valuable oil property of the N,E, I . 

There was a large influx of shipping into 
Java ports - particularly into Prio~ the port of 
Batavia. Conditions had become badly disrupted at a ll 
the ports; their facilities would have been over-taxed 
at best, additional to which was the desertion of much 

of the Malay laborers as soon as they heard the fir st 
bombs explode, 

The Japanese forces in Celebes and the 
surrounding terri tory made no move during the period , 

By the evening of ll February, ABDAFLOA'l' decided that 
the menace to the west of Borneo was the greater and 

the Striking For ce was directed to shift to the west­
ward to oppose . As previously stated 1 about 24 hours 
ware lost by the belatedness of this aacision. How­

ever, the loss was more apparent than real, because 
when the Striking Force did jump off for the waters 

north of Banka Island (13th), Ad.lniral Doormann had 
just been strongly relntorced by the addition of 
EXETER, HOBART, and most of the British Destroyers . 

That made a for ce of four very good light cruisers 
adequately supplied with destroyers, and ~dairal Doormann 
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waa in consequence told tn.t:- "Be should consider 
the adTiaability or an attack upon en~ expeditions 
by day as well as by nicht in view or the con.siderabl,y 
increased power or his f orce" . 

The Strikinc Force cot into the water a 
northeast or Banka Island durinc the night or 13-14 
February, leavinc one Dutch Destroyer aground on tho way. 
The Porce passed thr0U3h s everal bolllbinc attacks the 
next day w1 thout injury and then it returned to 
Batavia in the early morning of the 15th1 havinc 
accoaaplished nothing, The Japanese expeaition was 
already into B~a Strait, and the Sumatra rivers 
with the advance elementa or their expedition,- w!th 
Pal .. bang as their objective . The Striking Force 
arri ved too late to defeat at sea the l .andJ.nc or the 
en~'s first waves, but it probably couJ.d have in­
flicted considerable daaage had AdmJ.ral Doormann 
pressed into Banka Strut troa the north or swept to 
the northward. There were several Jap detachments in 
the vicinJ.ty and there were sOIIle signs that just the 
appearance of the Strikinc Force in those waters con­
siderably disrupted the Jap movements . 

It became too dangerous to continue to 
aend Tankers into Palembang for cargo, The producing 
capacity on Java, which was all that remained avail­
able to the Alli:!J was only :;i~ tons per month , 
which could be h led by a s number of Tankers , 
Accordincly t ABDAFLOAT ordered all Tankers sent to the 
Peraian Gul.r as soon as they were ready for carcoes . 
He directed that the two American Tankers be sent out 
as soon as practicable. 

On 14 February, ABDAFLOAT dJ.rected that a 
large Subaarine be sent to Correcidor to evacuate 
the American Hieh COIIlmissioner, the Honorable ~. 

Sayre rand tour other civilians who were with him,-
and to fill the rest or the passenger capacity ot the 
boat with Naval personnel selected for their potentiality 
tor carryinc on the war. 

On 12 February , ABDACOY received a directive 
under which AdmJ.ral Hart was to turn over operational 
camnand as ABDAFLOAT to Vice Admiral Helfrich, The 
turn- over was made on the 14th at Lembang. Admiral 
Hart represented to ABDACOW that with a Dutch Admiral 
u ABDAFLOAT and a British Admiral as a Chief or Starr, 
the American Navy did not have at Lembanc a re­
presentation commensurate with its power,- which still 
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was about half the t otal strength of the three Al lied 
NaTies, Making no progress toward any remedial action 
1n this line, he reported the facts to Washington 
but at the same time urged ABDACOM that Vice Admiral 
Glassford be placed either in or near ABDAPLOAT's 
H,Q, This seemed very necessary in or der that the 
Asiatic Fleet would have proper representation and 
have its interest and welfare looked after t o the 
best adTantage which seemed possible under the circ~­
stances, Efforts ot this sort, completing the turning 
over o! Asiatic Fleet's affairs to Vice Admiral 
Glaafl!ordJ. etc , , consumed the t1.m.e up to late after­
noon of 1, February, when Ad1!1iral Hart departed from 
Lembang bound tor Washington, 
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.-<DQIIJ.Rl'!RS, SOt.ml ll!lST PACLFIC (Bz) fila• 
416-l 
Sa r i al• (Oil~) JAVA 

SECRE1i 

l"r0111 

To a 

SubJecot• 

Feb~ 12, 1942 

Coooaander C011bined Nual Foroes, A.B.O. A. J.rea. 

Comeendan~ der Ze..acht . 
C• Nlal" U.S. laY&l Forcou 1n South Wu~ Pacl!ico. 
Ca.aodore Co--aNIIng China Forces • 

.Eat~te ot ai tuation ae it relates to subooArlne 
disposi tiona. 

(a) AliDAFLOAT secret letter llb-1 aerial (cuc-ooos) 
dated February J , 1942. 

l. '!'he prlncipl aa outl.i.Md 1n the basi co letter, 
retaranoe (a) , are , in rq opinion, still eppllcable, but it is 
das1recl at this tiJie in new ot tho strong protection g1 van by 
the eo_,. to hie llilltnry convoye during acotulll operations and 
the oooaequ.~~t d11'ficultiea in obta.ining r esults by subaarines, 

to reco--eNI a cbaD&a in the nuaber o! subaarines aaaicned to the 
variOWI taaka. llao, the • .._,. IIOVeMIIt toward the au tern end 
and center o! the Barrier appears to have slowed up and in con­
aaquenca BOlle or the subtlarines now in a poll tion to oppooe ouch 
a. aove lillY be aora uaetull.7 aapl oyed in other locali. ties. 

2 . Int.alllgancoa .lntonostion indica tes that the Talcao-

Bal<o area le &XV-.ly laportentae an intenaadl&te &topping point 
t or co--erci.a.l vessels and .. n-or-war, both north and south boUDd, 
t.J1d also tor veaaels to and fro• the Japo.neu II8J.nll N1 and :.outh 
China Sea porta. I n connection with this latter shipping, our 
1nto1Wltion 1n41oates that it is incraoaing in laportance and v1tall1 
necessary to the ene.;r' s continuing war etrort. Pr1ne1pe.l ports 
balnc used in the South CbJ.na Sea are Baipboog, Seigoo and Bangkok. 

J. In view or the 1ntonoat1on outllned in t.be al>ove 

paragraph, 1 t ia talt that, in general, tha nUIIber o! subaarines 
aaployed in work against convoyn consollclating positions already 
pined as outlined in paragraph 4 (b) of rotersnce (a), should be 
reduced , aa should those baing held in position to a.ct a gainst a 

.,_t !'rOll Alobon to the aout.lnrard. Tbia would relaaaa, aa.y, 
toar addJ.tiOIIal aub.a.rines tor •ployaent •• outllned in t.be pr.­

ceedin& para.arapb.sltbough, clue to tha dieta.nces involved, it can 

not be expected tba t 110re than three o! t.base add1 t1ooal • oesels 
cuuld be 011 statim at any one tille . 

COPt 
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&16-1 

(Ba) 

Striall (CIRC-0006) JAVA 

SECRET 
SubJect: 

rebruary 12, 19.1,2. 

Eetaate or s itua tion as it relate• to aul>a8rino 

cliepoai tioruo. 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
4. In order or priorit7, tho C-.uder OOIIbined Naval 

1orceo CODBidera that the follO~i distant locutioDO abould bo 
C-OYereda 

(1) 

m 
(" ) 
(5) 

Takao-Bal<o area 
S&i&on 
S..inan Strait 
li>Cio-Cb.ina coaat-a..inan Uno 
loolung-.Japaooso aa1.nl.and Uno 

5. Previo~ consi dora tions outlined for uae or Outcb 

and Br1tiab 111Jb.u-1noo are o till applicable. In tbia connection, 

due to inclications or a poseible OOOIIY 80TO in force frora locations 

1n tho South China Sea to the southward io the near future, 11. 1 • 

q opinion that adclitional Outcb eube.rines ebould be baataned to 

po.trol otetions in the KariJDato-Go.epa:r Strail.a vie1n1t7 aa quickl7 

•• poaaible. • 

1•1 Tbos. c . Hart 

TIIOS. C. IIARr, 
ADI([RAL, O.S. NAVY. 

C 0 PI 
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FY6/.U6-l 

(S-188) 

SECRET 
S-~R-11-T 

P'rcou 
To: 

Subjects 

Dec.aber 25, 1941. 

The C.-.nder 1Jt Chief, U.S . ASIATIC Fl.l!XI'. 

The li~a.nt, SUTE:Do'tll NAVAL DI STRICT. 

Tw-no Over All COOD(l1ld 111 tbl.n Pbillpp!Jto 

Coaotel Front.l.er. 

00/8• 

l . Following our &eneral war pla.n, which 

incidentally bas been t&irl.y closely adhered to t.bus tar, I OJD 

transferring rq c.-=d post to soma point to t.be aout.bwaxd , 

&XAct locat.l.on not yet decided , but concerning wbicb :rou will 

be 1nt onoad a a eooo ae Ia! own. 

2. You will therefore aeeuma coamund of all unite 

radninc Sa t.bis area , wbicb , in addit.l.oo to forces al.read,y 

w>d.er :rou, an tba following: 

S"he"rinaa
6 

ASIILTIC FLEET. C= •ndor llillcu, 
Deetroyn 1rlsion •p•, CO!!prising PILLSBURY end 

P!W!I. Lieutenant c_,der Pound . 
llotor Torp<!do Boot SQUAdron Three, L1euteoon t Bullcelo1. 

Tbo c...J.ooioned and anlis ted personnel of rq Staff 

Ul&t I do not teJce witb ae. Li eutenant C.-an~!er 

Dennl.ooo, wbo bae been Aaeiatent Chief o! Sterr a.nd 

Aeeiotant Oporati ona Offi cer for soae days, will be 

tbo oenior • •ber in charge of all pors onnd , 
docuaeots, files, equ1paent , and oo !ortb. 

J . Ret e>·rinf: to our generel war plan:- i te be s i c 

feature as concerns tbe forces 'Wbicb. I e.a leaving w>dor your 

c.-nd 1a tbat tbe subaarincs obould operate froa hare AI lon& 

as such 1a prect.l.cable and pro!iteble. As soon eo eucb prect1o­

ab1llty ia over, tbe large subooarines, at t.be vor:r leas t , are 

to be trenafarred to TASJ!. t'ORCE I'IVE for furtb.er operations . 

It i s e uenti.ol lob& t C.-coder 'iiUJces a.nd certein a oleo ted 

persoonol ot hie c~ and Operet.iona croup be peasod to tbe 

aCIIItl> at ouch tlao aa beat JudDOent diotetea . I rec.-ond tbat 

:rou be Cuided ganerall;r by Ca..nnder llilkea ' advice . Ho is 

t.borougbl.:r in toucl> wit.b tbe &eneral lituo.t.l.on, t.bo eftioienoy 

Of tbe au-..ine c.-and 1a hieh and e&n cene:rall:r be COUll ted 

Upon. Because ot the peracmal cbaracterilt.l.ea in tbo eaee , 

C 0 P I 
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rr6/.U6-l 

SubJect: 

• 
Turns OYer All C_,..s lithin PhU..ippine 

Coutal. FrcaUer. 

i t 1a ..,re ll.kelJ' that INbtoarines will t.ry to hang ca rrca 
llan1l& Bay too lcag rather tb&n that they will ..aae operaUD.c 

tr.,. here too a0011 . At tbia date, it looks as J.f the •ov1110ent 

south should beeil> aoon and in the •baence o! furt.ber orders , 

11Ubear1nea ah.ould Join HOLLAIID. 

4· Viewing the situation eo a whole , I would ln 

a:eneral ad-.!M that transfer of reuining surface forces aoutb 

be not now at.tespted. At the U.. of wr1UDs, it looks as 1f 

the U.. he a passed wbeo it O&A be dOGe wi tbi.ll -uura te 

OO/Ba 

r i al< to porooanel 118 .. asured againat f uture usefulneos of ships . 

~- Followinll precedent and tbe apparent oeceso1Uea 

o! the si tuaUCIII, I hen paced the Fourth llarines under Arrq 

direction, clet.aila or which will be Civen you by Lieutenant 

Colonel Clea111t. Tbe first prellmlna ry to that stop wao a 

tal.epboae request tro. the C_,..jing General, o.s. Arrq Forces 

in tbe Far !eat, tor the use o! a certain ou.ber of -.rinea; 

t.be conversation included Gooeral llaoArt.bur' a atat-ent to the 

et!ect. that I could regain Juri.sdicUon ot that forco. 1 nave 

tbus far no intant.l.on of and see no need o! put.UDg strings on 

the use ot the l"ourt.b llarineo as loni aa tbey are under tba. 

A:rw:l· It bee been rq further intention to rointorco t.be Fourt.b 

llarinas witb axceeo navo.J. poraonnol e>oting ao infant.ry Wlita. 

1 would S1J&ieat t.b..t en.y such co-<>perati .. e a1Ap which you te.lte 

be 1n that N.N~er rather t.bao turnin& 11&"7 personnel cllrectl.J' 

o•er to AniY ~ate c.-nd. 

6 . It 1a hereby eert.l.fied that the oriiinator 

conaiclers it. to be t.prsctieahle to pbras e tbia doc...,t in auch 

a -.nner as will per.lt. a claaaifi cet.l.on other tben secret. 

Copy to: 
Coowubsaf' • TKOS. c. IIART. 

c o P r 
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PF/ OO/l!z 

SECRfT 
Deco~ber 17, 1941. 

MDIORA!IDUII FOR: The C~t. SIX'l'EWTH NAVAL DISTRICT. 

L About 1.3 Dace!llber, llr . Colley , tile head of our 
firs or cana~otoro , told me, IJJ"ter hearing or the diacontinU!lnee 
of work on the SeDgley Point Air Baa a and on the Amlluni tion 
Depot and hearing also of our i ntentions aa regards the 8111pl oy­
mant of his c011pany on oert.Un exteoporized work at 11&-iv&las 
and on Sangley Point, (the letter is understood to hsvo been 
practieally completed) ;-

Ths t he will have left over after o:u-ing for tJJ\'f of the 
needs which have been &!Preosed to him, a considerabl e quantity 
of excess equipment and• the skilled personnel for its operations 
wbieh could be otherwise OCiployed. llr. Colley •"8g&sted that 
since we seem to have no further need of his heavy e~uipment, 
such as bulldozers, po•erful t'ractora, etc~ 1 perbo.ps it would 
be best employed by tho Army . I infot1:1ed llr. Colley that I 
agreed in principle and that aa a first step would got him in 
touch with Colonel Casey, the Engineer Office of General llao 
Arthur's sWf, to asoertai.n the Arltty' • thoughts in the matter. 
I have juat heard that the Arrq is i n an entir ely receptive 
frlllllo of mind !lDd will probably wish to fully avail themoelves 
ot anything which llr. Casey's orgaaization can llCCOIIplisb. 

2. It i s detini tel;y the case that tho 16th District 
still bas first call on all of llr. Casey• s facili ties . While 
proce eding on the ass woption that work on the Air Base !lDd the 
~uni.tion Depot, (with a poss ible exception of the dock at 
11&-iveles) , ie indefinitely postponed, please authol:'ize llr . 
Colley to use such of his equipment and personnel as it is 
quite evident will no t be required for the additional under­
takings under the Naval District . 

Copy to• 
Colonel Casey, U. S .A. 
llr. Colley. 

THOS . C. liART . 

C..O..P I 
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lT6/AJ.I>-l 

(00254) 

• 
December 11, 1941. 

!ff!!QR.A!!DOI! FOR: Co"""ndent, 1 6th Naval Diatrict . 

00/Ba 

1 . llan;r regrets indeed over yeste~• s disaatar 
froa enetaY air attack which he can evidentl:r repeat with 
illpunit;r at any tiae. In conaoquance, I f ind myaelf entirely 
tbrown baek on the opera tiona of submarines and Wagner ' s 
splendid force . 

2 . lie wUl earr:r on w1 th such basing faclli ties as 
we can retain i n operation. I have not at this moment arrived 
at much consideration of the basing factor as r ogsrda our 
planes . As for the subma.rines , ho'lll'ever, I have recast the 
situation as .. ell as I am able and the sa..ien t factor, insofar 
as you 11re concerned, i s the intagri ty of the diesel oil ot 
Sangloy Point. The submarine• wUl not need aey of 1 t until 
they return i'r001 petrol•, s o thoro is no hurry about the piping, 
pwapi ng, etc. The tanks the.msel ves , howe~er, a.ro vi tally 
illportant and I hope that you ClUl get Colley on the j ob to got 
in hio peoplo and d.o the best possible in the way of earth 
protection. 

J . The integrity of the boiler f uel is of groatl:r 
reduced importance now; so , as far as i t i s concerned, tbe 
question is one of relationGhip to t be diesol fuel , if the 
boi ler fuel takes fire. ' 

4. lluch sympathy to :rou and to all your people, 
with all ~ regrets concerning the l ossos, particularly of 
personnel , 

TaOS . C. IIART . 
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• ...,!\ft. 
df !I.Uth . Of l CO. , OS.yn. 
Date: !!to. 21. . 19A· 

RJW)Q1lAR:I'liiS Inl. Uals ,,__.AI!.l•ot.J.u• D~~.:·:.-----
thli ted Ste tea Arw;r rcrcea 1D t1u1 Far !eat. 

OfClca of u.. c c nd!n& O.ner.J. 
ManU&, P. I. 

December 24, 194l. 

Subjocta Svncuation of Metropolitan Oi at.rict . 

To a c._..mer-1n-Cbief, U. S . Aaie tic Fleet . 

1, lleJ'eranca 1a IIIOda t.c 70ur 1att.ar of this elate , subject aa above, 
fila 1'16/Alb-1 (S-187). Tba daclaion aa t.c the tiae u.at Manila 1a t.c be 
declared an open eicy a UBt. neceaeariq be based upoo the ailltaJT al.t.llltJ.on . 
Iou were 1nforaed of that dao1aion lMediet.a~ upoo ita bein& takes. ThAtre 
1a inclosed bererlU. a COPT of the l'roclaaatJ.on that w1ll be l 5aued. It. 
w1ll be soted that U.e rlu.drawal of alliteJT installations 1e to be pro­
gressive although as rapid ae poaelbla . 

2 . The plan ccnteaplatlng U.e evacuati on of U.e HiS)> Coaaioai onor and 
of tba !!o.,...,.ent and tho declaratJ.oo of llon1J.a as an opon oicy was presented 
in a rndio to tile War Depnrtoaent. You ware informed iaaediateq upon receipt 
of approVal by the War Depnrtaent. 

/a/ Douglas lla.cArtbur 

Ccz·,Mtng General., 
United Stat.aa Arq Forcas 1D the P'ar feat . 

(Pencllled noteaa Attached copy ot proolaaation given t.c Adlo. Rockwell. 

R.II.O. 

See two pages doll'll Mar ked "A") 

C 0 P X 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



FF6/U~l 

(s..l.87) 

S-lj-C=R-Fcl 

....... 
To• 

SubJect& 

00/h 

O.n..t>er 24 , 1941. 

The C.-and or 1n Chief, U.S. .lSUTIC I'LEI>1' • 
Tho C.-ndinC General, 0. S. AlQII FORCES Ill 

TilE PAR EAST. 

Evanu.at1on of llet.ropoll ton D1ot.r1ct. 

1. IC;r Liaisoa 0CC1cer , (c-nder Dennison), Juat. 

brines .. word that your Chief or Stott b.u not.ifiod b1JI 

(9 • ·•·), of your decillion to declare lloml.ll. an open city 

to.orrow. Incidentally, I s hould record that I bavo recaivod 

only t wenty-tour bows not1ca oC ~ poosibillt.y oC aucb 
ant1oa. 

2 . While, as you bave been repeatedly inConoed , 

i t b.ao Wen our intention to carry on the war Cr081 hero with 

subooa.rines aa long aa posaible, this delliel. oC the use or the 

Cacill tiea w1 thin tbe .. tropoll t.a:n area very •ucb sbort.ca 

tha period durinC which those operat10CII can be carried out. 

cr .. bara . It bas now beCOM lll:elJ' that ... shall be unable 

to bring any aoro subaoarinoa i nto tho harbor for repl&Diobaont, 

fuel, etc. J earl,y 1111 oC thea are at sea at present and will 

eont1oua their operatioas untll they baYo to leave their 

atatioas becaWia oC exbauation or l'uel, supplies aud or 
peri!Oiltlol. 

J . It is beroby oertiCiod that the ori&int~tor 

e«~aidars it to be t.pract1oable to phrase this doewoent 1n aucb 

a ....,er as will penoit a clasaiC1oat1an othar than seorat.. 

C<1p7 tos 

THOS. c. HART . 

Ca.dt., 16th Navel. District . 
Cooodr. Subolarinoa , Asiatic Fleet. 

(Panelled not .. , See next ab .. t llarked "A") 
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IIEADQU.UI1'l:l 
llnit.d State& U., Forces 1n the Far !oust. 

ottt c:e of the C ndt na G.,ne~ 
IWIIL.l, p. I. 

In order l.o spare the lletropol1ta.n &rea fro- tbe posaible ravogoa of 

attack, either b7 air or growld, llanll& i s hereby decl&r,ed an open city with­

out the ch&racteristica of & aUit&ry objectin . In order that no exouaa 

11&7 be ctnn for possible aiat.elte, t.he Aaer1can High ec-J.ss1onor, t.he ~--

11o011wealth Govei'DIIBDt and all ca.l>etant aUit.ar)' 1nstall.D.tiaoa will be with­

drawn f'raa 1 te enrtroos as rapidl7 ae possible. '!'he lluoicip&l Goven~MDt will 

continue l.o function with il.o police powers, reinforced b7 conotebul&r7 troops, 

so that nonaal. protection for life and property II&)' bs preserved. Cititena 

are requested to llltl.inta1n obsdience 1.o the conati tut ed authorities and 1.o 

conti.nue Ule nonaal. process of bu&i,noaa . 

C 0 P I 
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SECRET 

Bla Elr:collenc7, 
ll&nuel L. Queaon, 

• 

Pruident ot the Philippine C.-o~~woalth, 
llalocanan PalAce, 
ll anJ.la. 

111 dear llr. President; 

I revet nrr JIUCh that circWIStanCOO han 

81 

•do 1t DOCOSJial"1 to discontinue tha operation of 

our !nllotod lion's Club as eueh. Tho building, 

however , ia now serYing & aoet U4erul purpose aa 

an ot.t'J.oJ.el Mavy haadqunrtoro. I have d.irectod 

that tho ront on this buildJ.ns !or tho next 

quarter bo paid r~ u.s. Oovermoont tundo. 

Sincnolr, 

THOS. C. KART, 
ADIIIRAL, U.S. NAVY, 
caat/1)1!)!1\ Ill CHI!F. 
U.S . ASIATIC n&'T. 

C 0 PI 
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n6/ll6-l 

(S-1.86) 

S-kC-R-E-I 

h011: 
To• 

Subject: 

Reference: 

tJIIITED ST At£S ASIATIC FLEEr 

U.S. s . HO!ISTOII, PUgsbip, 

Deo•ber 21, 1 '141. 

'!'he C-oder 1n Chief, O. S . ASIATIC n.EET. 

The Co--.ndlng Oe,.ro.l, u.s. Allll! FORCES Ill 

'l'l!X I" AR EAST. 

&le~ Penetrative lion. 

(a) Xour secret lettor 045.9 of December 21 , 

1941. 

OO/B• 

1. Reference received,- a brief time after I bed 

oeen you at your Headquarters and dej)IU"t.ed wi tilout aeoUoo 

ot tile s ubject . 1 .,. tak.lng it under conaiderntion laaediatel;y. 

2 . Sinco I ohould , ot couroe , boso Suboaarlno 

dl aposi Uono e.tter evaluation w all av&llable lnton>ati an, I 

OJI sending to your C-2 secti on to learn tile recent lntorwaUon 

conceraing en8Q1. 

3. Tha Submarine is not a type which oporn tea 1n 

beayY c011eec.trat iona . I can~ however, thicken the present 

coverage of the two possible landins point& wllich you •mUon. 

4. It 1o hereby eer1Ut1ed that tile originator 

ooo• aiders it to be illlprao t icablo to phrase thb dooUIIOnt in 

such a -=er ae will ponol. t a claaaiti cation other than secret . 

TIIOS. C. IIART 

~J:"CRET !Hl-£-X 

Regraded Unclassified



I 
In replf refer to• 

l!&ADQUARTEIIS 
United ~W.we J.rtq l'orou i n tbe Fer Eut 

Offi c e ot ~~ C ndl•c Geoer&l 
II.UIIU., P. I. 

Deceabor ll , 194l 

CRET 

SUbject• Naval Aeaiatance . 

To: COM.llnder-1n-Ch1e1', 0. S . Asiatic neet , Yanll.e. , t'. I . 

The Japaneae order of battle shows t our diYisicoa Wlaccounted t or . 

lntoralltiOD leada .. to believe that ~ey coot.•pl&te a a jar penetrative 

=oYe wl.~ ~••• unit& 1n the W.npyen and Batanpa are&s . It it wore pcso1-

blo to concentrate aubaaarine strength to broAlc these f ormati<>na, it would 

be or 1nt1n1t41 usi s tanco . I ant1c1pete the action within the next three 
or tour days . 

SECRET 

1•1 Douglaa NecArthur 

COIDIIIIlnding Gen&ral, 
OD1 ted !lw ws .lno;y Force a 1n 

the Tar East. 

C 0 PI 
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Ill ropl1 refer to: 
AG Y/0 

IIEADQOART!RS 
11ni ted Ste, tee Arw;r forces in t.be Far l!e.st 

Offic e of t.be Ca.aonding General 
llANILA, P . I. 

December 20, 1941. 

SubJect: Employment of Na-vel Personnel in Land DefaMe. 

To: COIIIIlllllld.er-in~hief, U. s . Asi atic l'"leet, lianila, P . I. 

1. f"ollowing sever .U confel"eneoa bet ween WI and between !IWI!lbors of 
our staffs , it i s undar stood t.bot t.be P'ourtb ll&r i nos 1t1lJ. evont \Uill.Y become 
a vail!ible for general oaployment in lruld defens e . It is a -ecl'ul, vete.ran 
or ganization and will be of t.be utmos t val uo 1f intogroted into the defense 
f orces . I t i s reques ted that the ragimont , or successi ve el..ants thereof , 
be placed at 11f3 di eposel as developments of t.ba lla..,- pl.4l\ can ooal<o it availllble . 

2 . I t is 
made uvnil!ible . 
s out.born pnrt vf 

SECRET 

also r 9'1ues ted t.bot s uch sailors as IOC\Y beco1110 burplus be 
They would be used 1.a:medh tely for guard purpos es on the 
Bate.an, thus releasing elements of 11f3 f iold forces . 

COOIII!Illding Goneral, 
United States ~ Forces 1n 

the Far East . 

C-0-P-I 
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Proc; 
To : 

SubJect; 

UIIITED STAT~ ASUTIC n.EET 

U.S.S. IIOUSTOII, P'lAgohip, 

Decea>~r 20, 1941 . 

The c,_,ndor in Chief, U.S . ASIATIC PLEt:r . 
Tbe C~ing O<meral, U.S. ABlii FORCES IN 

TNE FAR EAST. 

Moveaent of Convoy. 

OO/Ba 

Reference: (a) your letter )70 . 092 of Doeec~r 19, 1941. 

1. Aa regards tho convoy now in tbe vicini t)' of 
Derwin, Ill)' orders to pass 1t through Torros Strait wore ieeuod 
illmodiately after a conferonco w1 th Oenernl Sutherland yeeterdar 
forenoon, several hours before tho receipt of rafereneod letter. 
I intend to ISO bring it through if available forces Clllke it 
possible. In the interests of secrecy and secur1 ty, I requ .. t 
that the Arrt;f ;;alto no references in ito own ada1nistre.t1ve and 
operative orders concerning the routing of that convoy . If 
possible, the aue proceut1Qil shoul d apply to ito destination. 

2 . Your [)lU'&graph J indicates that we &ro now 
entire].)' in accord, in principle, concerning movementa of 
convoyo into Philippine waters. I u ful:ly aware of tbe import-­
ance of getting the ArQy•a convoys to their destinationo . AI 
the t!J<e approocltOG for decioion in each instsnce, I expect to 
keep you infol'llled o.a to the oi W. tlon on tbe sao and in tho air 
in 1 ts ~arin& upon tho poosiblli tloa in tbe vorioua cases. 

) . Your letter opens with a quotst1on !'ra. an 
est.!Aato. That paper appears to have ~en pre[)lU'ed bf AdUnJ. 
Purnell at tho direct request of Conor&l Brereton a od supposedly 
to ~ for hia aid in haodling J.n:1lf Air Forces in the ~odiate 

fut uro. I t contained the etlplO)'IIent of our submarines and 
aircraft a t the time . Any forcal Navy oatituto of tho oitUlltlon 
would natural.l.y be signed by ooe or indicate that it waa by Ill)' 

direction , if Ill)' own s i gnature abould not be obtainable . Tho 
only for~~&l estimate thus far baa boon the one r:>ade out Jointly 
1fi th you for the Singapore Conference. Nature].].:r, tho 1101t 
illportanl. despatches between tho Navy Depart.Mnt and •• c ontain 
1nforut.ion and opinions whl.eb ay uoount to a brief foJ'II&l. 
estU.te. I ~lle•e I have kept you 1nfon.ed concernin« tbe 
c<.ntant or those des patches . It bar ll:r aoems neces~&ry to aa:r 
that I !'ully apprec1Bto the strstoiic ieportance of Luzon, 
because it has been a primary subject in Navol circles f or a 
great u.ny yean. 

- 1-
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• lllllTED sun:s .LSunc PLEEr oo/IJa 
U.S.S. HOUSTON, Pla&ohlp, 

Doca.ber 20, 1941. 

S-!K=R-.t-.I 

Subject I llov•eot or ConYoy. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
4. There r-une to be aa.de a aatter or official 

record the d1apoait1oa. of the Fourth llari.ne Regi.llent, coa.cornins 
which ... eb cooporatin ei'fort baa been s o1ns on between our 
reapoct1 Yo Stotta. As between you and ••, there has bean onl1 
your telephone request for a certain nuaher of lle.rinoa to be 
.. ployod 1n the Y1c1n1 ty of your lleadqWI.rtera . At that time, I 
repllod that I asreod 1n principle to tho lkr1nes ' cOIDing into 
tbe Anv'e picture end took the 111tter up iluaed1atel,y. During 
General Grant' a and Ge.,.ral Grunert' a 1ncumbeneiee, I 1ntonood 
both that 1n oaao we aueeeodod 1n transferring the lkrinea bore 
fro. Cbina, I abould ba•e available t or aorY1ce 1o the field a 
-.oteran repent ~considerable otrongtb whlcb I expoct.od to 
put at t.bo1r oorY1co. Since tho Fourth Jlar1nes w1ll constitute 
a r orco ot co.uidenblo potent1ality, I t.h1nlt that - •thine 
•ore foraal eboW.d be passed be tween ue. .lt your con-.enionco , 
I request eOMt.bing on paper. 

S. It 1& hero by certified that tho orieinator 
considers it to be impracticabl e to pbraoo this docUIICnt in auob 
a aanner ae will permit a claao1f1oat1on other than secret. 

TliOS. 0 . HAR1' 

-2-
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ln reply refer to a 

• 
l!EADQOART£RS 

On1 ted Sta tea Arv Force• i n t.be Far r.e.at 
Otrice of t.he C....u~dinc General 

IIAII IL.I.' p • I. 

Dece.ber 19, 1941. 

Subj octa llovei&8Dt of Convoy . 

To : Cocmander- 1n-Cb1of , u. S . Asiatic Fleet, llanila , f . I . 

l. On December 10, 1':141, I receincl the lia-.y1 s esti&ate of the situstion 

as ot t.bet. elate: • llith t.be initiative 111 the banda of the ..U.J11, conside ration 

of bia earlJ successes , and t.be preponderance of forces an.11Able to hiJo 11 the 

contemplati<>n of a l ong war , facing the 1oea or, and ultJ..aate recapture of the 

Pb1l.1pp1nes .• On December 13, I received info~tion from t.ho liar Department 

thnt a convoy would abortl,y arrive at Brisb!Uio , and await orders there; that 

in the absence of orders t.o proceed to t.bi s Theatre of Operati ons i t would un­
load at t.tu.t port. On that date I dispo.t.ohed a racl.io to tho liar Departaent 

presenting ~ news regarding the Far ~stern Tbaat.re of War aDd eapbas1z1ng 

the strategic iaportance of the Pb1llppi.Jies . I reea.eoded that an hzedbte 

effort, conceived on t.be bro..cleat. liJiea, be 1n1 ti•ted tbroUC)l the coocentrat.ecl 

6Ction of &11 reo¥urcea of t.bo Deaocratic Allies on the a .. , on land , and in the 

air, rlt.b a view t.o pusbiJig rsin.Corcomente and supplies to t.he Pb1Upp1nea . I 
gave first priority t.o air roinforce~ente and made speci f i c rscoamondntions re­
g8rd1ng the r e i nforce,.ent. of that arm in a supplelllental radio 011 December 14· 
On Dece•ber 16, I received a radio from the War Department stating thO\t my mes­

sages v f Dece•ber 13 and 14 had been studied by President RooesYelt. and wore 

genorall1 concurred 1n b,- bia; t hat the a t.rateeio uportance or the PhU.ippi nea 

was fullJ recognhed. Tho War Depnrt.ent recocnhed t.he !.&portance of reest.al>­

llsh1ng l1a1 ted aea travel rr .. J.ustral.J..a to tho fb1llpp1nes to auppleaent Air 

transportation, stating 1\u-tber 1 . a radio on Decollber 17 tbnt every pos3ible 

notion Wt\S boing tckoo to fol"'W&rd assi stance. In furtherance or this pl.D.n tho 
liar Department is establishing 111 Australis a Service of Supply fro• where oup­

port. will be c1von t.o tho troopo In t.lte Pbillppineo . llnjor Gonoral Ceorgo H. 

Brett , Air Corpa , hno bean o1eta1led t.o ca.ancl all ~roops nnd l notallationa 
there and t.o act. pursll.!ln t t.o my instructions . He wUl select suitable bases 

in accordance vith O('f d1rectivu and with due oonoideration to rec-..ndstiona 

rra. the o. S . lla-.y authorities rlt.h wbaa it. 1a necessary t.o cooperate for se­
curity of t.be routes tbst will be used b,- supply Yessels. 

2 . I ou bave infor.ed me today that the control of the convoy at B:ris bone 

has been turned over to you with orders to conduct it by Torres Strait t.o Darwin. 
1 c'laem thi a t.o be concrete ev.l.donae of t.ho dotea'IIIJ.nntion of the AdJioinis t rati cn 

to carry out t.be polley expt-aesed in t.be War Depor tment radios . 

- 1-
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3. Tho eoo-.oy ciUT1es 70 o.irpl.Aoes wbl.cb rlll be Wlload•l at B.rbbane , 
aot-.blocl end !lo1r.l to tbe Pbillpp1nes. I hue 1asu.ed 1n5t.ruct1ons !'l>r the de­
bark& tioo anll diapoa1 tlon ln Aua t.ralla of llr Corpa ground el ... n t5. It 1a "¥ 
uraont desire , i .n accordance w1 tb the poliey of Pren1deot Roose'l'el t , th• t rei11-
torc-te and supplies be pucbed fo.rward to the Philippines. It 1e not pos­
aible Aor neceasar.r at tblo tiae to a&ke tho docisloo regarding· aovomenta fr~• 
O&nrin. Tba t decision cBn bo token when the convoy aiTi voa o. t or J.n tho vici­
nity of 0<\:nrin and 1n the light of tho lntora . t ion th 1t will bo avoiloblt at 
that tiroo. Tho basie deoJ.alon, however, ia clear that this and f uturo convoyo 
abould be pushed north tr.,. Austr<1lia, lenv1ng to the last the ultl.mte deci­
sion ao to tho routes and •etboda to be up1oyed in the last st..geo or the 
voyn.go to the Pbilippines. I sbAJ.l c ontinua to l<oep :rou f'ull7 lnfomed of tbe 
aitu.tion as I aee it. 

I •I Dou&la• llac:Arthur 

Ccn-'ndtng General, 
111>1 tod l>ta tea Arrq Jorcaa 1n tho 

far Eu~. 

- 2-
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to reply ... rer to • 

600.1 

SECRET 
SubJect• 

To 

BEADQUARTERS 
United States Anq Porces in the 1"ar Eut 

Office of the Coaaanding Gene1~ 
IIANILA, P. I. 

Employment of NaY)' contrac tor on Ani¥ work . 

Adairal Thouo C. Bart, C.-ander-in-Chiet , 
United States Asi a tic Fleet . 

December 18, l94l . 

1 . With reference to your memorandum dated Dec. 17 to the Conrmnndant , 
16th Naval District, with reopact to Clllld.ng available for U.S. Army o!)<U'ations 
a portion of tho contracting force, plant, 11111terials , etc. , utilized by the 
Pacific Ro.val Baee Contractors on NaY)' construction work in the Philippines, 
I appr eciate your action in releasing these facilities and pers onnel for U. S . 
~ construction. 

2. Thie Headquarters thru the Department Engineer, is entering into a 
separate contract with llr. Colley and his group for an extensive program of 
airfield and national defense construction. It is our understanding that such 
or Jlr, Colley' a force and such of the plant and materials which nave been pro­
cured for Navy account, as are required for the COCI.plotion of the Navy coco­
struction work still remaining to be done, will be retained by the U. S . Ns yY 
but that the personnel, plant, and materials no longer r equired will be made 
avsil.able to the u.s. Anoy. This Headquarters is proceeding on that UIIWIIp-
tion. · 

3, It will be appreniat&d it this division of force and equipaaent can 
be cone-ted proaaptly as the personnel in llr, Colley's organization and snob 
surplus plant and materials as can be spared are urgenl.l.y needed for the oxeau­
tion J..3ediately of a grea tly enlarged airport construction program now being 
undert.o.ltan. 

{Panelled notss• 

2J Dec. 

/s/ Douglas MacArthur 

DOUGLAS MacARTHUR, 
C~ding General , 

11ni ted States ~ Forces in the Far East. 

HaTe talked to the USA!'FE Engineer. 
- EYerything necessary on our part 

SECRET 

has boon done. -No further action needed. 

/s/ Dennison) 

-l­
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SECRET 

IIEIIORAIID llll FOR : 

Subject• 

• 
December 17, 1941 

Publio Works Officer, 16th NaTal Diotrict. 

Dolphins , Manila Harbor, &8 shown on PW Drawing 
No . P-8510. 

1 . Tbe vory etrong seven pllo dolphins are not 
needed and singl e piles, say, sixty f aet as long ae good si~e , 
should answer the purpose. I have accordingl7 verbally instruct­
ed tho oontrnctor to W!e single piles for !IUIIbors D-13 to D-16, 
both inclusivo. 

2. I havo rurther instructed the contractor to 
dr1 va an addi tiona.l tour dolphins, al eo single piles, near the 
i nboard taco of tho breakwater north of its entrance; two to 
be on the north-south portion 3D<! two around the angle at 
whst is known .,. the west breok,.ator. 

TROS . C. HART. 

Copy to: 
COQsilttoen. 
Atlantic Gulf and Pacific Company . 

C-0- P-Y 
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rl'6/A7-3/(s-16Jl 
UIII'I'ED STATES ASIATIC P'LEET 

U. S . S . ROUSTOII, Flagahl.p, 
December 2, l94J. . 

S-E-0-R-E-T 

Fr0111 
To • 

Tho C~er in Chief, U.S . ASIATIC J'LEET. 
Tbe C~ing General, U.S. An>y !'ore•• 1n 

the Far ~st . 

PI..E21Al'S dated November 12, l94J. . 

l. Forwarded herewith are copie• numbers 8 and 9 
of PLENAl'S dated ~oveaber 12, 19/.J. . 

2 . Ineofe.r as navul forces are concerned peges J l 
and 32, Plenap A, Appendix I, aro not up to date in that the 
United Stetos ASiatic l'leet is now c01:1posed of three groups 
as follows, 

(a) Task Force On&. under ~ direct command: 
Sul:>1118rines , including t end&rs . 
Aircraft, incl uding toodera. 
llotor Torpedo Boats . 
F1 ve Destroyers . 
Oilers. Base Manila Bay. 

rt 

(b) Task Foree Five, direct comaand Task Force Commander& * 
BOOSTON, KARBLEHEAD . ...)37? .(- - - - (Penciled notes& illso BOISE, 
Two destroyer divisi uns \.JY DD ' a). but it hod not been offi-

(c) 

BLAClt BAliK. cially ordered). 
Base Br i tish or !>ut<:h port. This force i s at 
present 1n tho BorneKelebes ar~a . 

Local !laval Defense Forces , direct eClllllllalld CaD!llldont, 
SIXTEENTH NAVAL DI STRICT: 

ASHEVILLE, TULSA . 
lline "easels . 
District ereft . 
ISABEL. 
River gunboats upon arrival . 

Operati ons of this force nre confined o tbe 
Naval Defensive Sea Areas. 

3 . lly rormol appr oval of the PUl!Al'S 1o being wi tbeld 
pending receipt of f'urtb&r directives, now enroute by air fr011 
tho Chi ef of II a val Operations . Oudeul:>todly th&re will be f urther 
changes rocomaendad after AdJIIiral Pbilllps , Couander in Chief, 

-1-

C-<l-i'-X *By Admiral Hart 

SECRET 

Regraded Unclassified



P76/A7-)/(S-l6)) 

S-kC--1!-!(:t 

SubJect• 

Ulii'l'ZD STATES ASLUIC PLilZT 

U.S.S . HOUSTON , Flaaehip, 
O.co8bn 2, 194l. 

PLiliAPS dAted Hovn>ber 12, l94l -
--- - - -- --- -- ----- --- --- -- - -- -

Eaetero Fl .. t , bas bad opportunl.t7 to otuq the oitlhUon. 

4 . It. 1a horeb7 cort.U'iod that the orlaJ,.aator •~ 
aider• it to b. iapracUOCll to phrue t.hio docuaent in such a 
aannor ae will permit a claoe1f~cat.1on other than eocrst. 

THOS - c. IIART. 

C-<>-P-I 
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T 
Deceaber 23, 1941. 

Subject• Last Two Interviews with General llaoArtbur To Date . 

1. On about 18 December, llacArtbur called and taJ.ked at 
lengtb oonoernin& the PEiiSACOLA' S convoy, than bound for Brisbane· 
As suaul, be talked vecy well, brin&in& in 11111ey theoreticaJ. con­
e1deret1ons; but I MDilied to set forth the little that could 
u..n be said about the sitwtlon of that convoy. 

2 . I mew the General -s coming and bad ready in 
-.t¥ office the location chart showing where all Sublll!lrines were, 
with the exception of the eight which were off snem;r ports. IIi th 
the exception of the vecy fsw in harbors , all were (for sc.e time) 
disposed for direct support of the AT-.t¥; that is, plAced for catching 
en~~-.t¥ laodln& expeditions, with particular concentrations along 
the northwest coast of Luzon. I -s prepared to ~ explain 
j w;t what the Submarines, (virtually the Navy's only weapon), 
ware tryin& to do and expected the t I would bring b1lll into dis-
cussion on the subject. lie barely &lanced at the chart and, after 
I bad gotten off one or two sentences , again lauru:bad forth 
into one of his characteristic • speeches" about his own side of 
the -r. It -s only by using sc.e sharpness and repea~y 
interrupting b1a in turn that I was able to tell b1a anything of 
the N&vy situ&tion at &11. Be asked no questioos whatever, evinced no 
curiosity and, as bas too often been the case, the interview was 
quite fUtile as far as fUrthering any meeting of llinds between us. 

J . On 22 Dec&aber, a.m., I called on llacArtbur, 
incidantelly to congre.tulate b1lll on his pro110t1on , but w1 tb 
plenty of time for as aucb discussioo of our sitootion h•re as 
a.igbt cc.e forth. Tbe General also seeaed to have plenty of 
tiae , but the conversation tor ten llinutes was entirely in­
couequential and the two leads which I took to turn the inter-
dew into useful channel s were altogether without results. 

4. At this date, looking back over the short period 
sin.ce hostilities began, it is clear that as far as llacArtbur 
and I are personally concerned there bas been very 11 ttle get­
to&ether . I baYe succeeded in keeping touch with what soes on 
with the ~ by 118&11S of oo.e liaison officer, ( CO"""ender 
Dunison), who , 1n spite of a heavy press of O'Orlt i ncident to 
sending sann of -.t¥ best St&ff officerssouth, bas vi s i ted 
USAFFE .lieadquarters dai13' &t least once, and e.vera&ing two or 
three tiaes. a .. also aakes kn.own to anyone be finds there' with 
tiM and inclination to listen, the situation of orr own forces , 
the content of iaportant despatches between here and llasbington 
and our Al.11as to the southwest. Occasionally, llacArtbur sends 
his Chief of Staff or his personal llde to my Headquarters, who 

shows •• a part of their iaportant despatches to and from llasbington. 

END 
(Pencilled notes• /s/ Tbos . C. l:lart There were no subsequent intervie s 

See official memo in Secret File.) ' Regraded Unclassified
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117 dear llacJ.rtbllr 1 

The at.enocrapbera ~ ~plated their 
not.o on the cOQ!ereoeu w!Ucb rou and I bad w1 th 
Aclll1r&l Pb.Uipe and here 1s tbe reiiUlt. 

In general, tber ••• to ban gotten -.!>st. 
rou sa.ld te1rl1 wall, but 1t ,.nu Bhould l1ke to 
&>lta correcUons we will t.r7 to find time to 
reCOP1· 

The lieD f&lled to aet all or AdairaJ. Pb.Uips I 
r6111Lrk.o and I have only filled in a 11 ttle bero 
and thoro whore I felt t.bet I roeellbored what be 
bad said. There ware aevoral plocoo in flY own 
r6llllrks where tbe 11on llieaed it and t.bet IIUcb I 
tilled in. 

Very &incerely yours, 

t!IOS • c . I!AR1' • 

Generel Dougloa llo.G.I.rthllr, 0. S. A. , 
ec-J>dlna C.nerel , 
u.s . Arwf r orcea in tho l"..r E,.ot. 

(Panelled not.•• 
For encloaure ••• 
beginning of t.bie 
rue lllldor 
det. of 6 Oeooaber} 

P. S . ' The cow I 1 • re te1n1na I regard wnJ.r aa 1n 
,. .. allbranco or • verr gallant F.nallsJ>.u>. 

T.c.a. 

C 0 PI 

1 
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llanl.la, P. I . 
December 6, 1941 . 

REPORT OF CONJ>El!J;l!C.E 

Present• Ada1.l"8l Thea . c. fl&rt, u.s. N&"Y· 
Vice Adm1ral Sir 'l'ao Pbilips , Royal Navy. 
LiouteDIUl t GeDOral Dou&ls.s llacArthur, 0 .s. Arrtq • 
Rear Ada1ral Wl.lliaa G. Glaas f ord

6 
u.s. llavy. 

Rear Adldftl llilliaJD R. Purnell, • S. llavy . 
llajor General Richard K. Sutherland, U. S . Anly. 
Pa,...ater Capts.i.n s. '1'. Bear<!sworth, Royal l avy . 
C.-.ndor llichael G. Goodenough, Royal llavy . 
C~dor llilliaa G. Lalor , U.S . Navy. 

Ada1ral llarta GenU-, Ada1.l"8l Pbilipe bas c011e up tr0111 
SiDgapore and General lls.cArthur and I bave r&ad 

what he bas given us in the way of his own instructions . It 
checks up with wbst we know, or lmve to read bet'Ween the lines 
of our own instructions and it s ee.s to boll down to thie:-
Tbat tho objeet of tho Mairal's visit i s a pre11•1nary confer-
ence with us, which has st4rted today, froa which it is hoped 
tba t he !Uid I ean agree upon everything tba t i s bas ic for J oint 
Plans; after which he will bring into consultstion the llew 
Zealand, llustra11GJ> and other British Elapire forces and th.oso 
of the J • .E.I. General llscArthur has eooseoted to s 1 t in with 
us. Be is very bUS)' building up an JJ-.:r and if tho Geooral i s 
willing I will ask hila to set forth the s ituation aa r ogurds 
hio own and, insofar as i t touches the !laval end. General, I 
think there are t wo points on which Ada1rnl Pbilips needs inform­
ation . Tho first one is prol1Jol.nary and has to do with tho s ecurity 
aspeote of llsnUs Bny as n base f or Naval operations . 'l'bat io,­
aecurity whlle in harbor as regards a t tack fro. a ir or ground 
forces. We know the situation ins ofar as concerns a t tsck tr001 
surface ships, subao.rines or w1 th a1nes . 

General llllc.Arthurs lie are in the process bore , AdmiraJ. Pbillps , 
of organi•ing f rom n complete peace-time 

basis to a potential thae.tre of ope.rations . I n its final f ona, 
it will pres ent Anq force• which are c0111pletel:r adequate for the 
aiosico of defense of this archipelago . I t will COIIIprise , 
roughl;f, an J.'rW¥ of about 200, 000 MD, cooeisting of 12 to 15 
divisions of troope with the balance of c0111poneots of auxl~ 
forces. At the present tae, •• are in aidllay of organiu.tion . 
llo bave nO'II about 11 d i visi ons , comprising a f orce of about 
125,000 aen, who are in a fair state of troinins, a fair stste 
of aquipaant, und o. fair state of balanoo . By that, I ..,an the 
o.wdliariea . 'l'ba rate of our a pprooching oaa.xilna poso1b1Utiee 
of fight ing eff i ciency will depend eomewhat upon th.o rata of 
equipaent furnished fr0111 the United Ststes. The next 4 •ontho 
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are n.-, valuable eontbB to ua. There 1a a great -•• or 
~\dpaant, probab~ in rouab tal'IIJO m ,OOO t.oDs. Perhaps 
the -oat. oritioa.l or eJ.l thoae IIUDth& i a the nut. one. At 

the elld ot U>at. U.., we would be able to acctwpliab OW" 

a1ee1oe with ~~acy . UnUl that Uae, our attort IIUSt be 

reprded ae in the nature of an 1eprov1a1oo (f ). Even Ullder 

those cond.i t1011s , I b&Ye avo.-, confi donco we can dateod the 

Arcb1pelaco, but it il 1epou1ble durin a thet period to say 
witb coeplete security that we oan def....S tbio place , thet 

place, or tbe other plaee (in order) to be the bea1a or 

atratec1c cCDcentraUooa. Tbe greatest acceleration that ie 

coing to take place in our ro~ce will be thAt eleaont in whicb 

you are •oat interuted - the air. Our progr,.. io in constant 

OODaolldation and i t will depend probab~ upon tbe rapidity 

wi tb wb1cb abipe can be ferried t"roa the Un1 ted l>te teo . We baYe 

a nuaber of est18ates . or tbe eat18atea I bave ll&de already, 1 

believe that the ult .I.Jante strength that might be e><pected cut 

here will be largely determined upon tbe poooib11Hy of ita 

utilll!ation and also upoo the poosibilH;r, ..s I say, of the 

.ferriage across . In ot.Mr worda, with the terriace potentioJ.it.1es 

accODpllllbed, tbere 18 preeti~ no 11eit to the ultil:>ata 

resulte or AMriClUl air sqpport tbst might be brcucht out here 

in tbio area in case of neeeuity. lfbat we have now would vito.lly 

interest ;rou without coin& into too • uch deteil. Let mo tell you 

thet n have in the air ~ • bout JS s-17 boabara . We baYe 
haYing the United States ~ate"l;r (1nterrupt1on b;r AdairoJ. 

Pbilipo). They are in fir at claeo coodi tioo in eve.-, rq -

per sonnel and uteriol- not only i.a the air, - but in averytbin& 

else. Tbey are the beat in the world. Tbe7 are rq ace unit . 
The)' are splendid . Tbe:r baYe ~ recen ~ arriYed . They bad 

their training, ~\dpaant and everything in the lhU ted ~tea. 

Tbe)' are the tinillbed product t or operations in caae of 

necoselt.y. In additi on , we h&•e J! •quadron or 8-l.S ' a. 1 hoy are 

in axcellont shape too. Tbat squadron ( ? ) l8 - 19 strenath. 

lie ban i n eddition 52 so-called diTO bolobero that bave juat 
an1. ved. It would probabl;r take th .. 10 days before they are 

ready for operati ons . Tboir persamel i o e><cellent. I know their 

equipooont is excellant . It i o not the 110s t 11odern; it i s the A-24 . 

Tbat t)'pe bas been replaced b;r later s odele, but still is in 

uce lent coolltion. In the pursuit, we bave pnpared tor 
opera tiooJL.. procedure in the naicbborbood ..r 80 plane s . The 

~\dpaent, mterial, etc., i s superior. The pilcting is al o 

perhnps ouperior. Tho opemtionnl group training is axcellent, 

not superior rot. It needs further pollubing. r.e teal they oan 

be ready ( . ..•• ). Tbo uhita bave been tbr""" tocethor recently -

we baveo 1 t bad a cbM.,. to -old th-. Aa tar as our fields are 

concerned , tbey ,.... ieprovised . We baYe ooe tborollibl¥ good 

f i eld et Clark Field. l!e have other riolda that are rated troe 

aood down to indifrorent . l!e are engaged in the .aet onercetic 

effort. t.o expatld tbe baae potential1ttea of our air - not only 

actual housing 1Uid opera tina tiolda but di s persion fields tor 

- 2-
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divereltyina operating oet.-upo , et.o. We are presented witb 
oer~n botUa-oeclLdl!Cicml.tioe in connection with that 
progra a. This 1a nn agri cultural oo=tr:r, but it ia hand 
agrioul tura - by turning of earth by impl...ents wielded by 
individi»J.a. We ba.ve not gotten the araat potentialities for 
buildin& field a which we have 1n the .oat industriali zecl buaa. 
We are eDdeavoring to correct that by ahl~t !'rOll the United 
States. It takes U.a to get th• in. The bott.laneck of our 
air tielde can oolJ' be tor the next few _,ths. Tb.ia prograa 
can onl.7 be re&arclecl aa fair. there will CCltl8 & U.e when we 
can gat t.ba equi~t rroa Ule United States that 1t will. ao by 
leaps and bo1111ds . But tor an,y J.aecli ... t.emergency, the field 
cepo.ci t he are lim ted and improvised. As regards the Warning 
Service, we havo in the Islands 6 Arrq radio position detectors. 
Tbe Havy baa one. Tbey are in the proco•s of installation. lie 
have operating now three wbicb ara installed. o.nd going well. 
One la to the wast, near Iba. One ia to the north near tbe 
top of tbe paninsul.a . One is n t Tage)'tay. Three of those are 
operative •. 

GeneraJ. Sutherland ' It will probabl.T take fr010 6 weeka to (7) 
cocplete lobe r.ainder, two aont.be before 

they are going. Now lob.e orpniu.tion of the Warning S,.atea 
i taelf ia ooaplete, but it la crude . Tbe pers onnel is excellent. 
It 1a le.rsel;r coaposed or Govoma&nt people and Constabul&r;r aen 
and in due course of ti.Jie they will bo very good and erfic len t 
but tbe orgll.o1zution has just atar ·tecl. There will be p·eat gaps 
nnd ellpo that 'ifi.ll undoubtedly burt. 

General lbcArtbur: As regards tbe antl-aircratt defense potent.-
i alltiee, t.beT e.re low. We have one spot or 

s uperior dafenae - anti-aircraft defense - that 1a the lsl..nd or 
Corregidor. IJrr fleet that aigbt e.ncbor ori there would be wlt.bin 
lobe lOili or excellent Mti....U.rcre.tt defense . lie aJ.s bawe fe.ir 
anti-e.iroro.ft d efense at Clark Field. Tbe e.nti-aircre.tt defense 
of o ther loca i ties is largel.T iaprovlsecl, •.nd i s lariel:r tbe 
el•ents wbicb ground tr ... ops wouldssupply. As far ae lle.nlla Ba,y 
as a whol e 1e concerned, it i a praotioallT non-existent at proaant . 
We will have, in february, a balloon burage which will. pro teat 
lobe iaaed1ate area of lobo berber bore and wa e.re endeavor ing to 
get &nti -Airore.ft units frooo tbe United "'totes in tbe next J 
a onths which will. give • ••r:r fe.ir deer•• or e.nti-&l.rcre.tt support 
to tbe be.rbor. At lobe present U.. , aa I say, if war broke out 
lms•ilt..lT, t.ba e.nti-<li.!'Cre.Ct unit.. Of IJiiB harbor 8.8 far U 

groUDd ebootin& 1a co.ncernecl woul<l be practically negligible. 

Aa fe.r aa concerns lobe fitt1n& in of t.ba 
co-ordinated act11t1es of the Anq e.1r with lav,- operetions, 
let ae say that Jav,- operation• or a aore or lese indepo.Ddent . 
c.barooter - by lobat I soe.n Navy opem tions wbicb are not directly 
involvocl in a determined effort by the en~ - beers tho (?) 
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o£ the Phllippine Islands. llavy operotic:na of an aggressive 
character occur but the llavy opera tiona have as their basis the 
tlestruotion of Axis forces tuld the raiding of Axis coeaunicationa . 
I intend to support witil what Anq .Ur and foraas I have at ey 
diapoanl.. In tile perfond.ng of ey ope.mtions, I sba.U. use as 
11;7'. glllde and aentor, Adairal Hart. He will be tile connecting 
link between all Mevy operations end tile Arey or 8A1 other forces 
operating independent l,y rl til each other and he will co-ordinate 
witil ... In our actual activities , the Anq .Ur will be under 
Arwi:f control and Anq tactical c,_,.,d, but for your purpose I 
intend to be guided entir el:r by tile Naval advice of Adairal a..rt 
as to tile necesai t7 (or going in as to ti.ale and pluce snd as to 
the llliasion that we will accomplish . lie will. hope to get the 
IIOB t results b:r co-ordination of IIlias i on and Adlll1ral Hart will 
be tile agency. In this general Pacific area, it is most di.ffi eul t. 
Tbay are n\lller vuo and countless and they are not organized the 
Se.Jle wa:r. It i s a problem that aeeiiS most diffioul t , but we will 
be able to sl.Japlif;r it, insofar as the Anq land and nir service 
is concerned, b:r having all outside Naval JDO'f'esents co-ordinated 
through Adairal Hart . He and I operate in the closest co­
ordination. lie are tile ol dest snd dearest of friends . Thera will 
be nothing that will not i nstantly respond by the combined co­
ordinated effort of we t wo. 

On the other phase of attack by an eneey for 
the purpose of penetrati on, - land penetration - the penetration 
o£ our frontier zonas,- such an effort would require the entire 
Ulle of rtJ:if air a s a pert of rq mobile f orces. I would, at that 
time , hope that when the enes:r was attacking our shores - and I 
aaa:r add that rtJ:il abl i s to defend tile shore l1ll8 - ( •.• . . ) . I am 
resinded of thet. occasion when your great Prime lli nister was being 
heckled i n the Bouse o£ Ca-ons and answered the query as to 
defense of the Briti sh Isles, "I have three grant defensive linea , 
the first b on tile shore , the second is on til.e shore , tile tilird 
is on the shore. • And that is exactly the strategic planning tba t 
I have. We intend to f ight to destruction on the shore lines . 
Insofar as the llavy is concerned, it means that the Arrl1;y will 
represent an obstacle which will hold up the enemy for a certain 
per i od which will give the friendly Navies an opportunity to 
launch a combative effort either in flank attacks, in sucb ways 
and means as tile Navies J1J1JS know, but to get the awd.mum of the 
ways and means would be entirel:r detandnad b:r tile liav;r; but my 
hopes would be c011111unicated to all other llnvhs through Ads1ral. 
anrt. He, again , wolll.J be the agent who would opere te wi til me, 
so that as far as tile co-ordinated effort is concerned, Adal.ral 
Hart i s the locus of effort of everything that concerns the 
combined Nnvy forces . That is my suggestion. Is that generally 
agreeable w1 th you, TOIIIIIIie? 

-4-
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Adairal. lit.rt• Yeo, I think rq l>ta.Cf haa ~ Dlllber of detail• 

and plans to work out with :you as we will lulvo 

wi th tho Bri t.lsh llo")" aDd the II.E.I. N&")". Tho general. lilies 

of tho oituotioo ao :you aet it forth ara 1n accord with wbat we 

oee of it and, 1f I .:, ea:r oo, it. ia a ••rt excellent arpooitiaD. 

W1ll that suit :you, Ada.lral.? 

Adal.ral. Pb.uips1 I WJ7 say that 1 t would suit u.s adatrsb}J . 
llight I clear q a1nd by aakin& one or two 

questiono? The tirat. t.blng I ftS w011der1ng about 1o t.be !lcj>ter 

a.ircraft aDd f ields tor their uue. 

General. llaoArthur: 'lie GaD 1!1•• :you a ooaplete liJie-up before 
you go. 

Adal.ral. P)dllps 1 'lie lulve had M invasion problea at home 1n 

the last year, and probllbly, I bops, more 

ditficul t than you aa:y face. I bops, and as far aa I can ••• 

here, tho enoq con bring nothing but l>oal>ers to fight over this 

rte1n1ty. That 1o one of the creat aaoeta tlult we han and it. 

llal<es it possible for us to ••••.• 

General. lllloArtbur: 'lie are subject to a i"ighter l.Mdborne attock. 

'lie couldn' t iJiprove these fields sutficient}J 

( ••••• ) and ws would hove to bring 1n a prctectional. el-ant 

bafore we could do it. How ill we have to do 1a to otrip ground 

and Mice landing fields and build up, but the minute we get 

tho we can operate. 

Ada1ra1. Phlllps• .u we hoYe ••en it. at~. the poesibllltios 

of opsratiD& f ighters 1a the aoat iaportant of 

Ill . It i s 110re ao than yours . Although the enerq could bring 

fighters to the B&ttle of Brita.in, we could not got the f1ghtero 

b e&Wie before franco fill we bad baeD looking to the east and 

tow..:rd tho llortb Sea. We badn 1 t thought IWCh of fighters oo 
the ae>uth and on tho west untll the fill of france; oo thoae 

three aontha wer-e raill:y ill wo bad to work together to give uo 

time to develop our- fighters in the south and 1f we luld no t boon 

able to de> that we could not have produced tighter a and made thea 

go. That is wb,:y I talt the det'anse of this place so aucb depends 

OD the abillty to operate ficj>tors 1n any area . 

Genoral. MacArthur• 'llo pra c tic illy lulve that now. Tho ina bill ty 

of an onerq to launoh bla a.l.r attack on 

these ial&nds lo our greatest oecurity. llost flgbtera are abort 

ran&ed· I repeat wbat I said. Even with the l.aprovised forces 

that I baYO now , l>ooause of the 1nebill ty of the ·~ to brine 

ne>t only air but mechani~ed und motori~od elemento , leaYaa •• 

with " oeono e>f ooaplete security. llowo·ror, aa I axp! a1ned. 
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that does not •.an that. a Fleet IUlCbored 1n lle.nila Ba:r al.gbt. not 

be subjected to a be&'f]' ~ tteolt that woul.d &at throu&b but 

odlich woul.d be puo.J.shed eaverl)'. 

Adal.ral l'hilipal That i s axActl,y the W&7 tbnt we see it . 

General llacArthur; llotblng would please .., better than 11' tbe7 

would gin .. three -ths aDd than atteolt 

hera. Tbat would dellnr the eaeq into our hondo , in that we 

would brini ~ doWil t o give :rou an opport unity to deliver a 

kllooltout blow on bie c.-unication eyeta. . Wall, 11' be del1Yars 

an attack with an expocl1t1onar;r force deelsned to penetrate tbie 

shore line, be wo.Ud certalnl7 have to have a larae eluant { ...•• ) , 

so three aontho frOG now would plaase 118 110re than t o ban bill 

attack here now. 

Adal.ral l'h1l1pet There is ooe point I u ght ra1 .. in the ..,..,t 

of a ttack and that 1• 1'1gbter pursuit planes , 

as e ucorta for those which are operating to break up the anu.r 

f orce a. le b&d to olear our ainda ae to what was the object of 

tho Air Force. 1lb&ll in'fasioo really looked lllcal.7 , we bsd to 

face up to to and attar a great dea.l of thought we f1nall7 all 

agreed tha t it was vital tbnt the best way of breaking up tho 

invaders was b7 shoo tin& thoa up at sea by !laval forces . It 

70U ct.D get a few cruisers and destroyers into tJI invading 

upeditioo&r)' force, the:r • ould dnlc it down in no tue. But 

in the collditlons th<'t prevail in the Engllab Channel you ware 

unlllcal)' to set the cruisers and destroyers . Unleno they hove 

fil!lltar hel p { .••.. ) . The tb1ng that worries ua 1a the dive 

boebero, rather the bi&h level bOI&bers, and the t rpedo planes . 

So that the first tas k ot a f ighter force ie to provide C1£)1ter 

defense over the vessels and to ba the1e right on the spot. 

Gea>aral llac!rtbur' l ou ""J' r aat assured that lib., the Fleet 
cores to tho rescue, we will anke it the 

firo t busl.lleus of our in t.orceptor groups to gh o you all the 

pro tec tion we can. And I would sa;r th .. t under those conditions 

of penetration tbot the air force would punish th .. very •ucb. 

I do oct wish t o rule out the la"l' puo.J.sbMnt. 

Adairal Yhilips I Tbe next thing that CIUIMI out ot 1 t was the 
need for organi&ing the ebow so the t the 

parties would wor£ tocether and for gottiog a .asA8 of cua­

•W>iolltioo to the ahipa and the aircraft ao that th&)' coul.d 

talJc to each other . You are lll<ol,y to ban a pr.rty of fish tors 

up there {pointing) and a bollbina group there which the fighters 

ct.D' t aeo. It a o often happens th- t you want to ba able to 

tell tho fi.c!ltare whore tho b~re are. or courea , tbot 1a 

all 11 •tter of detail and coopa,.. tioo. 
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Ge,.ral llac.lrthur• !'be detaiU or eooperat.l.on U..t • CNld l>e 

aecUll&l")' l>etweeo u.. Bri tlah neet and u.. 
Aaerican land baned aircrntt - thoQe de t&.lb - U.e ••- of 

thnt plluminc ahould be worked out between you and A~l U..rt . 

Tbe Adlo1ral hu it for the Nuy 1n cener&l , not only for the Aaer ­

ie&D l 1vy but for y~ur ll1vy, and n would work out. rltb b1a the 

det.alla ae to bo• to do i t.. In o ther worua, our air nll hue 

.. cenero.l plan of co ... un1cnti ona, inner ........ 1cat1ona ayateaa , 

and &11 othe r details, rltb the llo.vy. Not •ith the Aaerican 

lavy, the Brit.l.ah liavy, the Dutch Mary - but whan ynu hue 

perfected all those t.bln&• ..one the llavy el-ta and you ho.•o 

one coord1natlnc ( ..••• ) • Is that it? 

Adal.ral Pb1J.1poa Yea. There i o a need for •orl<inc out auob 1 
plan. In t-ouch! ng on t.h6 &&De problea, there 

is the renge or the Clchters . TboN "'(lllln I hope :rou don t t a1nd 

tiff r epeating but tbe thing that cUte up so often waa the rango 

of fi(bters. At tbe bogirudng of hos t.l.Utieo, our HurrionMD 

and Spitfires •ere Yer"J good for U.e Job toT • hicb they wore 

de oiped - tho t ..... to work rl thin about 1 th1rt;r .Ue are• 

controlled ent.l.rel;r rr .. tbe ground. But when i t cue U.. for 

goina: over tbe oea, the need roe& t or tanking up the Hurr108llea 

and &lao f or dovolopinc tbs lone range fighters. lie used tho 

l one range !igbters to find tba lhm caainc rl th hio ahipo -

and it was a TOY"/ awkward proposition - and we den l oped the 

Beaufort tigllter which 1o a long renge t1chter and better than 

tho lle-110. Sc.eone from the liaYo.l point of view ( .• ... ). 

Alae when thia nigllt bc.h1ng had to be deel t rl th, the Beaufort 

and the Spitfire wore put 1n to detand ap.inet night boaobing. 

I wonder bow ;rou stand 1n long l"aalge figllter s , beco.use we ho.YO 

found thnt • Yer"J iJipor tont need. !11th tho Navy, what it re&ll;r 

eOM• to when :rou are rltb1n range , 1f you b.o.ve the f ighters, 

:rou ean do ynur Job. And 1t :rou heveo • t it is, aa at. Crete -

n0111 too good.. I, ot courGe , &a sorry t.bat we bave n.o good 

lODC ronge f isb tors out. here . 

GeMr&l llaoArthw-' We are lla1 ted eotJ.rel:r by tho range of 

who.t .-e ho.n. We haYe the P- 40, rlth en 

opera t.ing ranee of 1n exceaa or 600 aile a . I would ·~ he could 

dell•er his IIOJCi.,.. poaaib111tieo at 150 llilee and wi th a de­

creasing ranro of o.ffic1ency for o~cb loa ailea fUrther . 

Adal.rel Ph1llpe1 That b ~~acb l>e~ter than • • heYe out here. 

the Beaufort, while i t. 11 • t>oo-aeater and 

i s a long r ange aachino - a much lArger taac.bine than the 

Burrl cano - 1a effoc t in for 700 t o 800 ailoa . Ono other point, 

General, bow do )'Oil stand 1n tenU and anoored unite? 

-7-

SECRET1 
C 0 P X 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET 

General MaGArl.hur ' In tanks, we ban 2 bo>ttalllone, whiGh 
means nb<>u t ll2 tanke . They ere fr011 1.2 

to 15 tone - lJl - I think. Perhaps ul t.lllla tely t.ba t lli&ht be 
increaeed to one armored divioion , but I have that instrument 
in a low order of priority because of ahipaent difficultiea 
fr011 the Stet10 , u it take a a:uch apace and the terr&in does 
not lend iteelt to tank action. Tha whole system of c.-un­
ieatione in the Islands 1a a doubt.tul one. The bridgee woo ' t 
hold th- up and even to operate our own tanka orr the .road 
1e a problea. But we have 112, excellent aeterial condition, 
••ry good persaonel, out frOII the United States with a year' 1 

trainine under ( ••••. ) o£ficera. I would look for th• to be 
the l ead in a powerful counter atteck which would e..aeh arv 
quick move. 

Admiral Ph1l1ps1 Do ..-e know much about Japanese tanka? 

General llacArt.lwr 1 We have all the info,.,.. tion in a portfolio 
on thao. They have had no outstan41ns 

succeaeee in their four yeera in China and they have been 
lliserablJ weak in their bandlins of ~.~-... . They haTe ... ed thu 
to ella1nate strong points but aa tor t.he conception of uains 
thea f or enveloping o:ovecenta, the Cbineoe have held ( ••.•. ) 
end have a local success . But they tell me they utterly 
fa.Ued in their broad ( • •••• ) . We constantly have r eport e of 
the failure of local Japanese penetratioo to follow throush 
because they could not get the a tuff. Tba t is one of the 
weakness e a of the Japanese Staff. I don't bel ieve t.bat, oon­
aidering the d1tf1cul tie& or getting them do .. n here &I an 
axpedi tionary force , we would have very ICUCb worry about it. 
But with our ll2 trulka hare, I have nothing to fear at a.U . 
( •••• ) aut it'• a difficult thing when you get aceething to 
belen co . lily own estiJaates of ~ strengths and wu.lcneseea 
are acadellic e atlloates. It i s a r eal eatiaete with ~ potential 
anal!)'. I havo to revise that utl&ate but, considerine relativity, 
the An:l:! 1a -rery JIUch like a. poker game . 

Adlliral Hartl Adlliral , suppose I & ttempt a sum..ary aa t he 
und6rstand1ng between Navy men, as affecting 

General llacArthur 1 s forces. I think you will agree t hat we 
are prLaarily interested in security of this harbor, i n part­
icular, againet air attacks, but that we do not expect that it 
would ba altogether prevented . A detel"ll1ned boabing atteck ca;r 
get through but it ie our hope that aucb an a.ttaclc , 1f MC!e , 
would be oo aaverelJ puniahed t.ha t a aecGnd one lli&ht not be 
~~ade a t all. In other warda , •• ~ct to have to take aou 
bombe and it 1a all riGht. 1t the fellow• who dropped thea don • t 
get ••tJ· That ceans, of eouree, what Adlliral Pbllipa baa 
brought out; that n ere i ntensely lntereeted in the landboaed 
interceptor• more ao than ln your other types . And the other 
point of aocurity provided by the Army is only that in the 
l.Jiuccdi~>te n olnity of bo>seo•- that ia anti-oircratt artillery 
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1D certain locallt.1es. I n s ion, Aclairal Pbilipe, that w:r 
anchorace of createat security 11 t.c. be 114rivoleo Ba;y. That 

is on a ccount of its b;ydrographic and o.loo topographic fontures , 

th.o pr.oonco of Correg1dor and, aa we hope, o.ddi Uooal anti­

&.lrcrott art.Ulor;y around llariYelos Barbor. The onl.;y e>ther 

place in the Pbilippino I olande where it 1o possible to obtain 

a biSh degree of oocurit;y agaJ.Dat under water attock is 1D 

tbis harbor itoolf. And i n t.h&t, or course , wo ronll•o anti­

aircrott crOIIIId dofonso 1a • uch farther ,...,. reall .. t icm than 

it nu be • t llariYoloa. The t 1a in a reaeono.blo lencth of 

t.ille. 

Tbo other poJ.Dt I believe , General llacArthur, 

in oddi Uon to socurl t,', is in tho - t.bod of baJ>dliDg co­

operative operations as offoctJ.Dg l.rrq aircraft over tho water, 

on whicl\ I tb1nlc tbore roots still a gron t deal to do bstlfeon 

all ~ts, and uen between u.s. forces. Well, Clooorol , we are 

goJ.Dc to proceed wi t.b various things tbo Aclairal wan to to got 

settled. we nl1 be deli&bt.ed to have you ato;y with us but it 

at an;y time ;you wont to lesvo us, please feel tree . 

Aclairal Pbilips a llo will give ;you s<DBthioC of a report. I 
fool thllt I .tibt ghe TOU a little review 

as recarcSs our noet and the U• factor in respect to cur 

defooooa . Tbore bas been " lot of t.Ul< i n tho preos about 

urivalo of the Eaetorn P'leet, but it i s not ver;y strong yet. 

!be aituat.1oo at the -ont i s tbat at tho -t wo bave tbo 

PRINCE OY WALES and tho R.8PULSE, tbo only two capitol ships. 

And socon~ ( .... . ) to give a cortoJ.D uount of cooatort to tho 

Australians . I hope about the 20t.h of the 110n th or perl\nps by 

Chr:l.ataaa wo vill have t wo .ore bottlesbips, which are on their 

n.y now. Tbe;y are not .OOern, but are o.s cood or bettor than 

tbo Jap1 a . But tho;y ora better than our st.1ll older s hips . 

They have been modernized as much aa we can . Tbe;y are fitted 

with all tbis new s t uff. Thst is two more b;y Chrisb:L>e, - a 

total of tour. Another two ban left Encland ,.bout todo.y or 

;yeatorda;r or toooorrow and the;y should be here in six weeks . ->o 

tbat will ooako lt up to six, and I hope for a nevonth later. 

Clearl;y, until :rou have a l"leet :rou can 1 t hope to do auch except 

to act oo tho defensive and it 11 quito olou tbnt to at.1clc 

;your head out wbeno the en•:r is vi t.b a ver;y inferior l"leot 

would be foolish. I tb.1nlc yo\\ read those tolecr-o whioh eald 

to send a Battle Ploot up. I think there 1a some lll,bundaratond­

ing. I was looldna further ahead. On tho other lw>d , when ono 

consider& our llaYal probl• 1n the Far Eaat area , 1t ia quito 

clear that whlle Singapore i s 1n an ad.troble pos1t.1oo for 

dof onaiVO ... asure&, rOAJ.l;y it 1o DOt IWCh Of " beae when JOU 

think of offans ivo "'""ouroa. One thing, l t io too far a wRy ftnd 

1 t i a placed behind all those aboals and &hollow wo tors and :rou 

would never get ut of t.bero in tiM. !Yon in our O"D liar Plena , 

when wo could not look forward to carr;yi"i a war h .. e toward the 
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J ape we have co~ t.o go~ nearer t.ban S1nppore, and uaed t.o 
sen;.tcb OUT beocla and woncler where we eoulcl 110 . Hon&J<onr 
don' t look good aa it bas a little Str81~ IUicl the J ap ia already 
1n l ndo-Cbina. Be ot.ops there now - IUicl there he ia. Kooakong 
hao " narrow obnnnel and , for use a a a f i ghting baae, it 1o 
out. But, or course, these Ialancla are auCfieiently tar ott t.o 
lll!lke i t poesible tor tho oneiQ' t.o .,.... and tbe I elancl is bil 
enoUib t.o baYe a ~· s~tegio plan tor diopersion. Therefore, 
u 1 oee H , when one loclta t.owol'd aft1tb.ill« tor a base with 
other than a dofenaive out.lool<, bare (ll.nlla) i s the place. 
Before ~s war, H -.as no~ expected tha~ air attt.ek ' " II&D1la 
woo go1nc t.o aaouo~ t.o auch. Tbe air aen alwaya aaid it would . 
lie doubted it. llell, we do know that n<ow and we w:od a lancl­
plano buae much closer( ... ) Scapa flow( . . . ) 1s tho aoat pract-
1ea.J. bue. Go we feel that in tho Uaht of our experiences 
tllora, thiu place i s more adoqUBt.ol.y do!oncled . So we feel that 
it we o.re • creed, we should say thut if we are thinking of 
carryiag on ~s war t.o the end we should look t.o the tl11e 
wben the .Un neat COIIeS 1n thee• waters . Before you do that, 
you can put on a certain &IIOUilt of pressure but there 1s nothina: 
bot .. een hero and Sinppore. lloll, 1 don' t know whether wo can 
accept that 1n principle. Tben thoro are .any things t.o look 
t.o before H ia precticablo. l'irat 70u c"-uldn ' t base the whole 
neet hera. tt we could --

Ada1ral llo.rt• If ~· Bay to IIICldt fUlly aeOUTo , tbore i4 plenty 
of room for all tho Ploeta 1n tbe world . '!'he 

deep water eo••• close 1n but th6 entrance is six milo• wide 
and the mine field• nlono are not too dependable ego.inat tho 
entry of subll8r1neo. Before g->1n& on, I would like t.o lll&lce on a 
observation . Genera.J. llocArthur boa aeid that be is buildinc up. 
So are we. lie both con effect this CM>ly it we have • .,..thin& 
in tho Une or e.-unica tiona tba ~ will e.,.. acl'OIIo the Paaifio 
or tho At.lan tic and the Indian Oeean. Eventually, tba latter 
line baa t.o coae rr.. tho llalay Barrier up bore. So during this 
t1ae wb.Ue •• aro bu:Udlng up, we oball have t.o keep one line 
of conoun1cat1ona open or we will never got built up . 

(Oenoral llacArthur aroso and t.ook poaition before a chart or 
tho Pbil1pp1neo and gavo a review of the location of A~ air 
fields 1n the I alends). 

(General Sutborle.nd rollaved General llaoArtbur before tho chart 
and proceeded t.o give a 100re det<Uled explaoation on tho aue 
subject). 

Adloiral Pbillpe• 1 .. s w...oder1nc; 1n the .vent of a Japanese 
attock, wbero do JOU tb1nlt they would deYolop 

it? 
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C.neral llacArt.bur• I believe t.bet. he will exercl. .. t.he el-nt 

ot ourpr1ee by teint.in& at t.be Y!lrl.ous 

posol.ble pointe of at.tnck . Hold his uin t rnnspor-t. units to 
a ttempt to penetr-ate whore he discover-a we&knoooee. But, wber-over­

be Ill,)' attack, b e 1s bound to try for- tile pol't ot llanUa. llere 
la t.he networ-k of c.-unica Uona. l:.oreJytb1Dg poinw to an 

attac:lc along t.hl.a area. llndoubt.ecily &1\Y attack be 1a to aalte 

wl.U be suppl •ent.ed by an attack to tho aoutb . How 1n t.beae 

other lll'oae (pointo to ohiu'tl he cUD be bl ocked by allall. t'orou. 

Alons hera (po1nto to chert) he can be blocked at tbe bottoll. 

I loot for his ll&1n attack to be delivered t.brougb thia plain 

land. I believe t.bat be 1a priaaril;r going to att.a...pt. t.ba 

• l-ot. of surprise. lie lligbt d.uver hia a&in uttaclt here . 

Po1nta to oentral Luson) • Now be bas no idea of wba t. we Ill'& 

doing hare. We have IIB.IIll&ed to con!uee h1Jo with the cooperation 
or the press. We bnve allowed at.orieo to go out. reflllrding 11orale 

of personnel, et.o . , whicb bas tlisled hia. I don't. believe he 

ltoow.e tba t. we have built up ao completely . (Note• Stat.e .. nt. 

waa 1111de reglll'ding sudd.en reverse or a 20-;rllll' policy reglll'din& 

the U'lll.ng or the l'billppinao) . In an 1nvaa1on, ho mlgbt under­

eatl.llo.te and o011a with Werior forces . We figuro tho.t at 

II&Xia~a~ he could not send a force down here of more than 125, 000 -

no - 75 , 000; 12 tons to the L.ll and equipaont for a aootb beyond 

ordnance and food etutte . It would not include ouch eleunw 

as bony toonka and ell tile aotori•ed gedcets . 

Adll1ral l'biUpa : We should lock upon thin as a baoe. It i s 
now a question of t1111eing . Wboo could •• expeot 

to be 1n a po&i t.ion to get ( ..... ) . I would not. N)' t.bat we are 

goin& to have ( ..... ) • .Ae rar &a I oan ~ troa rq point or view 

it would be about llarch. The defense aittut.ion will atreogtbon 

( ..... ) . 
Adairal llert: IU,y I ask 11' you base tb4 t upon t he building up 

peri od or your forces? I would t.ben guess t.bat 

we would run &bout neck ..no! neck. 

General llacArthur• The queet.ion till. t. the AdairaJ. advances 18 
s baoic stJ"'ltegic ono, and 11' tbnt io going 

to change tbo IIOLvy conception of this haoo 1 the soonor tbe Arl:ly 

knows 1t the better . ProtecUoo should ba a .,.j or lliosion for 

us. ( .... ) 11' the Grand n .. t would haee here . I would have 

to increase the dat"""ivo potentialit.iae and baTe to let the 

War Dopartaent know it at once • 

.Adairo.l l&rt: I don't quite understand , General. Do )'ou base 
that on noceoeit.ie& of increas e i n ont1-eircrntt. 

batt.er1ea , pursuit pl.cnu? 
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General llacArthur• Perhaps under that type aolllli tiona the 
ba.lloon barl"ago would increase thee . 

Adal..ral l'bilips • Tba t u a most iaportant f0r11 of do!anBe. 

General llacArt.bur• I f a float 15 hero, I know no place whore 
a balloon barrooge would be moro import.snt 

Ulan hero , 1! they will develop thea in the United Sta tea . In 
other wor<ls , if it i • the Havr• a decision to W!O this as u bnse, 
the oooner I know it, ths better . 

Admirnl Philips• '!'bat 18 the '""Jor point of this diocussion . 
Tbat i s , llanila i s available, I think( ... •• ). 
( •••.. ) Singapore will remain a ( .•... ). 

Admiral !!art • I think it is necessary to see our probl<llll as 
possibly needing solution much sooner than tbat. 

It i s all vary woll for us to be a1ming to meat a condition on 
the let of April, next, but --

Admircl Philip•• I wonder if ora could not look ahead aDll take 
some sort or decision now. ~ben the l ot of 

April comes ( •••• ) . It takas an awful long time ( •... ) . 

Genornl KneArthur' These two suggestions largely depend upon 
the non-outbreak of ~ediote hostilities . 

But if boa till ties do not break out ( . .•• ) as I ullllerstand 
Admiral Philips~ i dea i s to ( ••.. ) • So if war should c0111o ( .. . • ) . 

Admiral l!nrt1 I a gree, but suggest tbnt fie not see it too 
r0110tely ( .. . . ) . Witb siiiD.ll modi!i onti ons the 

whole thing, in the way of providing securi t.y for this base , 
i s going to depend upon how auob ~~~Uterial we can be getting 
into these Islalllls. After that, the ll&tter of comonmications 
to tho S<lUth and west ( •• .. ) . lr W8 do DOt bave time for \bat, 
t:Jlen our wa.r rill be s t.rictly on an "as i s" basis; tba.t 
~diate probl• i s the ono I think must bo held in front . 

Admiral Pbillps• It won 1 t be there ( •..• ) • 

Adal.rnl llart1 I think thot we are increasing security as 
rapi dly as can bo d""e and 1 t is dependent 

upon coaaunicet i ons, r4thar than the time involved and the 
availability of ~teri:>l in the States . 

Adai.ral PhilipBI I f eel that l trlgbt look into that problem, 
but of course ( .. .. ) by berthing a Fleet 

( • ••• ) too expooed bare . ( •. • . ) cbonce of getting berths is 
, di!fi cult problem but of course thoro will be altern.otives . 
( ...• ) s tringing buoys in llnnila . l!o could not bring our 
Fleet up and ( •..• ) . 
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A.da1.re.l Bart; Drods:J.ni ~y I>GeCXDe n big pr oble• but buoyege 
1e not. lie cua now berth everyt.bin& we have -

you and ae - uaing llanUa Harbor und.er condl. tions qui to secure 
rro.a all but o1r attock. 

~oeral llacArthur• Are they going to s end you IUl tdrcraft 
carrier? 

Adal.rnl. Philips• I hope so . I was going to get the ARK ROYAL 
!Jill h8ve six oa pi tal ohips - no carrier. 

Geoa,.al llacArthura ( ..•. ) Will that include carrier aircrnft? 

Adal.ral Bart ; SuppoM, Adal.ral Philips , you and I put out our 
current War Plans for the 01011eot and p,.oceed 
toward a solution of our joint proble•s. 

NOTE: Tba r81118inder of the ccnve,.oation in the forenoon was 
aore or less inforlllll. Adrairal Philips 11sked !lbout tha 

latitude at which the B- 24 was abl e to photograph . General 
llacArthur raplied , ".lshigh as JO ,OOO• . General. llaoArthur 
•entioned that Adm1ral Bart knew the answers . Admiral !!art 
atotod that the Pelews were soon to be photographed, which 
would complete photography of ell the bases on s.a.ll i slands . 
General llacArthur than dep'lrtod in c011psny with Goneral. 
Sutbe,.land. 
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• COIIFEREIICE - with AF sta!f. 

5--H-R-H December lJ , 1941. 

First thing: - the Arwy has virtually abandoned tha air 
except for observation purposes; pretty much did yesterday. 
T'neir large planes are all down south ••• for observat.l.on 
and possibly to make attacks , but what they have left is not 
Yery powerl'ul. I decided last night , and final.lr this morni.ng, 
to virtually do the eame thing , even before I had heard of the 
A~'• action , simply because these changes are becoming 
evident just from observing the s ituation . They have been 
finding no attack targets since their att..ck on the KONCO 
and I don't gather that they should 8"1'f!Ct t o find any right now. 
They (the .Taps) know that we have a lot of sub!lll!rines, that they will be 
out and I don 1 t think there will be any attack targets. They 
are more building up and building in a few ever)' day and night. 
Moreover, tbe chances of our planes acconplishing anything is 
much rsduced on "ccount of the damage of the enemy pursuit. We 
lost 7 of our plnnes yesterds.Y nnd are likely to lose tben most 
anyt.l.oae they take the air. I also have arr1 ved a t the point of 
conservation o! planes . I am c onserving what we have l eft as a nucleus 
fr001 which to build up. llha t we have l eft are 4 t enders , a dozen 
planes and a highly efficient Wing Commander wi t b enme vsry fine 
officers with bin> wb.o have now been on the firing line (fr nt) and 
would expect to be better than anybody, even those back h<>llle . There­
fore, 1 have instructed Wagner that be is to get CHILDS r eady, fueled 
with everything, a reasonable amount of supplies, take tbe ship, get 
in her himself witb tbe most valuable of his a viati on personnel even 
displacing a portion of tb.e ship' s regular personoel; that i s , filling 
nor with skilled peopl e . These can be placed on TULSA and ASHEVILLE . 
The time for b1m to go is l..aasdiately a.ftar dark t omorro1f night, and 
to go south over a different route tban tbe rest of our ships . He 
is going there to be near tho B-17's, and the situation w1l1 bnve to 
devolo;> from tbere on . Tho HEROH and PIIESTON ar e work:ing tbeir way 
south tbrougllllakassar Strait with tho four small plalles they have 
with tbem . Wagner is going to l eave bore tbe uphibians and 3 of the 
PBY' s . After that we will have rooca for air t ransportation only •• 
to small and hope you can completel y • • and big planes . All we shell sny 
about tho 111ovement to anyb.ody whatever i s , -I told Wagner to adopt tbe 
suo course !-as Aroay) , on account of our losses and the prevalence of 
enemy pursuit i s such t hat we al so cnnnot operate aroW>d Central Luzon . 
(Shift our heavy ai.r ) • Nothing will bo sa.id a bout this novo.,.,nt . Now 
I would like to hove Li ndner told about this , j ust whet it is in tbe 
way of an air nucleus , and if he stays bore we w1l1 go . I t is a part 
or our genoral build-up along t he eastsrn end of the Barrier . Iinke 
sure Wagner bas anything we have in tbe way of 1ntslligence, etc . It 
may be s ome time b<>for o he gets in touch with Gl assford . Can ~?e give 
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Ma, and expoot b1a t.o uae, the AnclcH>ut.cb code? 

Lieute"""t Roeder : Yes, I tb.l..nl< eo. 

!lake eure be (Wagner boo n orythins 1n tho way of 1ntell1gonco, 
etc . 

Check llP 011 the d tue. t1011 and see 1f Gluai'ol"d knows a.bout 
t ASI FORCES SIX and S!VE!I. 

c·m·11der Sloo>:a vollll1teerod the 1ntonu.t1oo tbl1t such 111f~reat1on 

11&1 known to Ada1rsl Glsaofol"d. 

Send b1a (Glsoofol"d) authorttr to aerge TJ.SX PORCES SIX and S&VFB. 

(Penciled noteo by Admiral Har t: 

The abovo io a poor record 
of thie O• 11ferenca . St.eoog . 
aieoed a lot . ) 

-2-
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CQ!Inraat.ion between Ac!al.ral J!art and General l!&cArth!.!l" 

Oil 22 September, I a ant Gener&l. MacArthur word t.hA t there 

bad been recent dovelopunts on my side of the fence about which 

I should Wora hi• and said that I could maet him a t 10ost a:rty 

t.iae, thAt perhaps some evening would be a good occasion . (I had 

bad virtually no int.er't'iews with him in all tho t ime tbet had 

e1spaed since be wee recalled to act.ivo duty) He replied at 

once, and th&t sue eveni ng we talked i n 1111y ape.rtment tor about 

2! llours). 

I began by recounting the inside bistory of the over- all 

planning since 1set .1an\18J'Y, with particular regard to our 

oonvarsat.ions , etc., with potential allies . In tbis , I set forth 

the entire picture aa I know it and a1so set f orth my o1m status 

and probable participati on i n any eventusli t ies nhicb may occur. 

Geoer&l. l!&cArthur listened very attent.ivel.y, seeming to pey 

no grea ter baed t.o what I said concerning our plans for support 

of the An;y1 s operations than be did to the rest of tho talo • 

.ls soon as I finished, be began a long stst ... ent with about these 

words, "The .1.rtq is glod to know of tho Navy's plans but it ' s 

own plans are virtually independent thereof and there seBJIIS no 

poesibUity ot conflict between them". I replied tlla t the loeal 

I&"J1 B Job is, naturally, t o support the Army' s efforto and that 

there azust be cooperation between the rospeot.ive air se.r-vices. 

Otborwioe, n great deal. would be lost . Also state4 that our 

Sub~~&rine operations were dependent upon information expected 

to be ltu"gely obtained from air oparat.ions and that there, a~n, 

• page 1 

SECR£r c-9-P-x 

Regraded Unclassified



SECRET. 

I 

5-H- R-£.-T 

operations involving Army air s ervice must be particulnrly oloae . 

Upon tbet , and two or throe U..Oa a!torward, General llacArthur 

r epeated that we need !~avo no concern about get ting full cooperatioo 

froa all pert s of hie c"""""'d which IU"C involved thereby. lif; 

then held f orth at l ength concerning his own plans for defense 

of the Phil i ppinee t-

W.s primary i dea v18Ualhes land wnrfare and are clearl)' 

with tho i dan tbat the land f orces , ( be did mention t he Motor 

Tor pedo Boat arm), are to def eat any on..,y that get s l anded. 

He vory clearly is motivated by the idea urulor -.tuch be bas been 

working as nn employee of the Philippine Co.monwoal. th . That ie , 

of course, to build up a lnnd, ( and ai r ) , defense which will 

bol d the moe t valuabl e por t i ons of the group against any enamy 

who defini tol y has comand of the sea . I n other words, the 

General 's whole pr o ject, which was being for tum a losing 

battle-or one nearly l ost.-while he was in M s retired status , 

now s hows pr opaects of r ealizati on incident to the U.S. effort; 

perticulerl)' tha U.S . Anoy1 e effort. I ncidentally, it is seen 

that ttus new devol oJa&nt comes just in tbe nick of time to 

save the thesis upon which tbe General has been working for years 

and which had about reached tho end of 1 ts rope . 

He went on to say that tho plens in effect when he took 

over co::20B.Dd wer·e hopel ess ; that they e~eant "citadel defense" 

which , was perhaps the best tbat could be d.on& by his pl"e­

deceaaor, Grw1ert, who had only a •tobn .ltV" . He said tbat 

auoh a defense i s hopeless CrOCI the start, bound to loao, and 

pege 2 
C-0-P-I 

Regraded Unclassified



sn:REr 
C-<l-P-Y 

ll 

• S-E=Q-R-.!1-T 

that a web larger theater of operations bad to bo held . Ho 

ridiculed the idea that wo could siaply rest on lloldi.ng central 

Luzon; that an enemy could absolutely defeat such defense by 

establlshiog himso11' in tho central or southern islands of the 

group, e tc . Be conceded that Corregidor and its ilnmedi a t e 

vio1n1 ty is n strong point, but said that it would be boll1bed to 

death, e to.; that the ultiloat e defense area was something of o myth 

because tota.l defoot would follow soon after our theater of 

opera tiona was r educed there to . He then set forth the el ...,onts 

of his own current plans as follows :-

Tbat his effort would be to bold tho entire group w1 th the 

excoption of the Calem1ans , P&la~an, Mindanao and the SUlu chain . 

That be was f ol:"ll11ng three three-division !row corps with two other 

division, (one U.S. Army} , as G.H. Q. reserve . That one corps would 

defend to the northward of cent ral Luzon, n second one to the south­

ward and the third the Visayan group . He sa1d that at his present 

rate of prog;reas be expected to be all r eady wi til forces to that 

extent, comprisine <U.togother about 200,000, by next April . He 

admHted that in the ll2oant1me, parti cularly the next few weeks , 

his defense capeblll tioe waro not great and outlined the planned 

r ate of growth thereof . 

Among other things, llacArthur otated that bin air service 

was rapidly f]Towing and that he soon eXpected to have 600 plnnes . 

He said thot the state of efficiency of his present oir force i s 

not good , in fact, sai d that the 90 to 100 Filipino pilots are 

superior to the average of the U. S . pilots I Along tho t same line, 

he orr and on made other surprl~ing COCipnri5ons : - That the straight. 
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Filipino Arvq soldiers are superior to thoza i n the U. S . scout 

reai.aaants, ato. Ho gave high praise to all the gl•ound Filipino 

co.ponenta of his projected Filipino ~ except as !or officers . 

Therein, be said that the Pbllippine divisions , (12 or 13), 

would bo very weak and that he is put ting a l srge number of whi te 

officer a w1 th them to improve this matter. 

llaeArthur said t hat he intended to proclaim such largo 

cities as llanUa, Iloilo and Cebu to be open cities and to have 

everyt.bi.ng thet is mil1 tacy nnd governmontal, other t han the 

pure municipal agenc.ies, moved out of those cities. Thereby, 

he hopod to avert any wholeaele bombing of the l argo citios . 

Be having mentioned hie nowly- nrrived reenforcement o! B-17'•• I 

asked him the purpooe f or which they wer e sent out . Be r e plied 

that it wae primarily ! or b<>obi ng an enemy expeditionary force a t 

sea; that after Phillppine cities were bombed, therein lay his 

weapon for retali.ation .. 

'l'ba conversation i ndic• ted that his Cl81n interest i n any 

sea weapon J.a,y in tho llotor Torpedo Boats, to which he had 

confined the CQU:~tonweolth' s strength on tho water. Be telked 

considerably about the rata at which they axpected t o build up 

the Pbil1ppine unit of ouch craft, but elways said t hat, of 

coW"Se 1 "Bemis will operate them" . 

I brougbt tho conversation back t o Novel partici pation i n 

tho defense end s aid that tho portion of his own def onsos which 

wore of most vi tal intareat to ua J.a,y ln hio pursuit strength and 

in the Army' s devolopment of n dar ,- explaining whot the l atter 

wss , for i ~ devoloped that llacArthur was not cognizant . I s4id 
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tll&t the lla'r}' 1a eeU..te 1a l.bat tho tirot attack upon ua ia 

lilcely to o011a tbr.,ugh the air or under the water, or both . 

That insotu ae an air atto.c• 1a concunecl, it is our hope tll&t 

though one may be made suooeeefully, the resulte will be eo 

expeneiYe to the attacker that there is not .., .ueh Ukellbood 

of" second attack. Also said that with the proper radar aervicc , 

nen a fire t attock in the rtcini ty of llanllo Bq should be 

defoated i f throe or four pursuit squadrons were brt,ugl\t to h81ll' 

upon 1 t in tiM. 

Pe.asing then to ArQy'a 8.ir operation.s over the water, I 

eapbaeizecl that the Navy abe• lutely !!!.1!.!: know all about the•; 

that the closest aaaoci&tion of plann.ing operations which involve such 

speed was necoesary and required face to face and ainute to 

lllinute a&soailltion nnd oooperntion between and among the off'icers 

who wore authorized to give operative orders . I stated that the 

Nnvy bad gone under-groWld at Corrogidor, incident to Iff¥ own 

initiatin or nearlt two years ago, and that we are now virtually 

estebl1ohed therein, including all tho elellonts for tnformation 

and c-.nd. I s.:Ud that I bad hoped that such wow.d be tho 

location chosen for commanding the operations of all the local 

Javy and for all a.ir, bot.b Array and Navy, wit.b the uception of 

ouch Ar~ planes as were bound to operate only in oonjWtction w1 th 

ground forces. I s tated that the &r<>UDd establlsl!Nnte wbich t.be 

Al'II\Y ie prepo~ring at another location could bo made to aerve the 

lla'r}' 1a purpoae, despite its disadVWlta&eoua location troa our 

ste.ndpoint. Said that I realized that provision had been m&de 

there for our ccx:-nd el.....,nte and tb>tt all no claubt would co 
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woll if thoro wao a full desire on botb aidoo to ~ tbo= do 

ao. llhllo u.king no doao.nds eoncomlng aaao, I did aot tortb 

-.y opinlon thot lli'Ql' operationa or Arc)' lllr torcoa onr watora 1n 

whlob lOY torcoa, particularly 10)' Sub=ar1nee , are operating, 

auat be worlcod out in full coll&boratlon and coordination between 

thoir opere tug c""""'nd 81\d our a . 

There waa aoee diaeuaaion about. tho Wldar- ground coacoand 

poata and I aoluld MacArthur wbore be hl•ool.t' intended to bo. He 

r epllod thot bo would not be at J.!lA!, place; thot ho would be in 

an advanced headquarters just behind whatonr tront ia bearing 

tbe brunt of the ano-.y1s a t tock. I noted thot at no tilz:e did be 

eTor aal< whore I intended to be ._,...,.u. 
The ccnvoraation concluded •1 th disc·uaoion ot aoma ;~ore 

lli.Dor uttera a One or t.bea waa Beais' illness, concerning which 

I &toted that I would probably bave to take certain District. 

Mttora in ._,. own bande and thot I , r atbor than BOllia, would be 

doi ng businoea wi tb tbo Ar-.y on .. et of tho uportant Mttora 

which were ot interest to both services . ltacArthur expreaaod 

delight at thot . 

I carri ed awo,:y t'r011 this conversation , in &ddition to variO\lB 

tbo\llhts concerning tbo lack of AS-IS roallsa ot tho Anly' o plana, 

one thing which goat direcU:y effects naval perUoipetlon in tho 

detanao ot tho l'hlll.ppinoa:- That 1a tbot tbare ia going to bo trouble 

with the ovoraoaa oporatlona of tho Ar=y avia tion unlees wo e&n 

err1vo at a bettor ..ndoratanding then now exiato . Thoro is 

lll<oly to be groet. diff erence in ruching aucb an urdoratotldi.ng 
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1n which I tear that MacArthur will t.t:nd too strongly to always 

talle the eay-ao of the Arm.y air eervice. He mentioned that 

they are all ineubordinate, but hie 01111 1deu and real 1ntere5te 

aro confined to ground forces and we are likely to hne difficulty 

in keeping A~ e1r oporati ons within bounds and so directed 

that they will do lll08t good 1n aariti&e warfare. 

If .MacJ.rtbur succeeds 1n developing forces adequate to 

hold his greatly magnified theater of operations, the de!'onne 

of' Subig ~ will UINIIa a quite different &eJ)"ct than hea been 

the case for JO years . lie need to be &live to such develol)lllont, 

keeping in view the poaaibili ty of, any, six months from now 

being able to return to and utillae Olongapo ae before . 
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Cggytrpt1op betweon ade1 ra1 H.trt, and Gentr&l Sutherla!!d 

On 26 Soptoabor, General Suthnrl&nd, Cbiot o.r Start to Oenersl 

llacArthur, - over tor an inwrrlew. llbon he w l opllooed tor it, 

I understood that he wu caainB to l ntora 110 ot the prospect. ot 

bavinc a0011 Anq r•dar in operat.1on at"" early date . H developed 

that be oolr kne• that three ouU'lto with peraoanel are c-tnc 

out ahead of o ther sots and that tho J.:r=r baa e001pletod plws 

tor locetlOD and operat.1on. lie did not know whan results will 

obtain . 

On General llacArthur' a behelt, SUthnl&nd inn ted .. to 

• .,.. up to Clark Field , look over their B-17'•• tlllr:o a ride , etc., 

and oa1d that Ar"'1 would arranse that I bo eo transported ""d 

deaonotrsted to on anr dar ot oultoble we&ther that I deolpted. 

Said that they had ni.no of thoao plo.noo bon and twenty-six more 

aro cooinc . 

Another circumstance which probably ~ouchod ott Sutherland ' s ~1oit 

• •• a note, ~.-t to 1fll1 lnwrn"" with llae.lrtbur on tbe 22nd , 

iotol'lling h1a the t Boaio is datini tely invalided end the t I will 

be hie, (llaeArthur' o) 1 vls -• - Yio unt.1l oome one also te.Jces OYer. 

SUtherland oeid that llacA had directed that I be told that ho 

• •• dol igbted that tharo is ouch a r osumption of cooperative relations 

10hich •• tAro bad had in tho put, which "'"" so Mlinentl.y auccoaotul, 

and all that. 

ODe purpose ot the vloit • ao to abow tho Anq' a lar-<>ut 

of coast artlllorr projects outside or tho datensoa or Subi& 

and llanila Bara . 'lher baYo drown up plano ror dofend1ne, wi t.h 
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bu.Y}' coastal &rUllery. all. paaaagea to al1 portion• or t.bls 

p-oup ot lal&nda, excepUJ\c llindanao, the SuJ.u obain and the 

P&U..-an C•"an'" a.reu . The plano are eamewhot grandiose and , to 

-r mind, tar lees neoeeeary tbnn would bo slm1lar expenditure• 

1n other directions. 1 did not tell SutheTla.nd that but did 

say that large caliber guna eaem r a ther too mucb tor such a 

job inasaucb ao an en.,.y would be 110ot unlikely to atteapt panetrot.ion 

ot t.hat area with abipa of tJ17 'Vlllue. I ao.id that as agalnat 

the preaent !orca of S~ea, the prospective forces ot 

llotor 'l'orpedo Boats , ate., panetra tion of those wa tere is llltel7 

only by saall choep Y8Uela carrying land force• for surprioe 

attocks. 

sutherland made no attompt to meet that argument a nd , aa 

soon as I fin1ohed, paaeed to diocussion of the advisability 

of also using lllinea to defood all of those passages . I aaid 

that because of the llnea.r distances involved , the depths of 

water and the eurrents there that no effective enclosure by 

ldnes could be expect..cl rro. tJ17 &!fort that I ragard to be 

prac tical. 

Sutherland also showed ae a obart wbicb illustrated all of 

the ~·s "warninB eerTicea• , which depends upon oboorvere 

around the entire periphery of the group . It is moot oomplote 

and c001prioeo a very lAres number of observers . I expres sed 

auc.b satlafactlon in the exietence of this oysto11 which we find 

reall7 i s coneideroble of a 1oin1 concern right oow. I alao 

aaid that a coaparetinly few people with radar equipaent. •~uld 
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cot llUCb b<otter retulta lind 1.hllt their observat.hna would not be 

oootined to bigb Yiaiblli tJ condi tiona. 

Our consignment ot llotox- Torpedo Boats had just arrived lind 

we diaeuaoed tho eubjoct . I told Suthorland that tho unit juat 

received ia a !ullJ IDIUIIled and l'ully trained un1 t wbich rlll be 

r11A4' for aorrtce just aa soon ae Ule:y can be UDl.oeded, got 

their stu!! stowed and are g1 ven '""""thing in the wa:y or boains 

facllitiea. !heir, (llacArtbur and SUtherland), ideo baa been 

that an iaportant teak for tb1a new unit ot ours 1 .. to assist 

in bu11cl1ng up the force of .Pbilippino liotor Torpedo Boats , 

part1cularl7 as r egards training and lndoctrlna tion of their 

pex-soiUlel . They hoped that our unit would not have a complete 

paraonnel ao Ul..t tho:y could toed in their 01111 a a a part of 1 t. 

They rlah the most int1~to aaaociation and, at the present 

-ent, their interest in that angle baa precedence over the 

1mecl1ate potent1alltiea of our 01111 unit. I waa aware of this 

oira..st.anoo before and Suthorllind and I cliscuased the ~tter 

e t lenstb . llacArthur had .Urll4y &ado bls 01111 llotor Torpedo 

Boat bose available to ue and aald that it had mucb sreat.er 

capablli Uoo than thelx- own three boa te now require . Therefore, 

SuUI.erland wu genuinely cliaQppoint.ecl when I aaid we uo going 

to uteaporhe a baao for our liotor Torpedo Boat un1 t at Cart te. 

I aa1d that all of bia own tacil1tiee would lHo ultillatel.r 

required; that we expect another six boats ouraolves in the 

near futuro; that the Torpedo Sbop, Carlte, 1a """ in tune for 

handJ.lng that particular torpedo, wbicb point alaoat diotot.ecl 
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b&ain& at Oovit.o apart treat otbor ooneiderationa. 

I et&IA<I that our first j ob 11 t.o have tb.ose o1x bo&ta 

ready !or war and that we upeot to arrive at th:>t point in a 

nry obor1. U... I repeatedl7 uaured Sutborl&nd that we are 

in Ml I:JliP"thT rltb h.1a in tooter1nc tha Pbillppine unH and 

tbat • • ehAll do something effective in that direction Juat ae 

soon as we s ol vo our own particular probl.,., for tba t p..rtioular 

w&apoo. 

Liouteno.Dt Hut.f'o at&two waa brQU&bt int.o tbo pic>ture. It 

aeou that tboy desire h.1a .-.called to active duty under tba 

Mavy but t.o rol:lllin e~~ployed by tbo C...onwoal th w1 th tba prlaary 

Job of building up their llotor Torpedo Boat unit, auper1nt.ond1ng 

t bo conetruot1on , the ele;:~entory tr&lning, etc . (Not oomnn.ding 

or operating what they al.-.ody bavo). It oe001o tbat thoro baa 

b&en diaouaaloo with Beal.a about it; that a radiograa wu tru.ecl 

tor BuJiaT but baa never been aont. I &aid that I aa not auttlclontl)' 

intol"'lecc to tall< oo tba aubjeot and that I could only guest that 

Bea.l.o •1 have dltf1cu1t1ee in a rranging an:y ouch st&tua for Hutr, 

b&oauao no l>laoolt nee uny retired otricors under hl• end aigbt 

be e:ob&rraeoed b:y givin6 Butf a •oro ad•ontagoouo statuo , tinon­

c1ally in particular , than tbe other retired officers GOuld onjo~. 
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December 12 , 1941 

~E=§=T-R-I-C-T-E-0 

lly dear llr. High Commission or 1 

Referring to our recent cor.versa tion in which I informed 
;you that difficulties are 1ilce1;y to &rise in getting imports 
into these hl&nds, oto . 

I think it would be a wise mMsure to take certain 
steps toward the conservation of the supplies of imported 
tood, which is now actu&lly in the Philippines . I am not 
suggesting that we are , or even Ol/J.Y be, at the poin t of 
rationing, although 1 t IIIB.:Y well ce;me to that and perhaps 
that step should be given a fairl;y high pri ority in the 
measures other then military and naval which are being taken . 

In illustration would point out that I live at a h~tel 
which still contlnues to operata its commissaria t on the 
usual lines;- a very long menu witb a choice of disbea un­
reasonable under the coruii tiona obtaining . lie all know the t 
American h&bi ts in hotel and restaurant operations are very 
wasteful and right today 1 t ma:r be that imported food stuffs 
will be wasted t o such an extent that ·~• ohall all b~ very 
regrotful at some later date. 

I have the honor to be, 

His Excellency, 

Very tn1l.y yours, 

THOS. C. liART, 
AlllollRAL , U • S • II A VY, 
COillUNDER Ill CHIEF, 
U. S . ASIATIC FLEET. 

Tho United States High Commissioner 
to the Philippines , 

II a n i l a . 
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December ll 1 1941 . 
1500 

@ OJW!DUII FOR: Captain lla gner . 

Dear ll&gner: 

00/Bt 

In tho first place, I am giving thanlts that I still lutvo 
you and, a8 far as I cnn lurn, most of your people . In the 
second place, illY congratulations for tho splendid work that 
you are doing under groa t difficulties. 

lfhon I last tslkod w1 t h you, I lef t w1 th tho understanding 
tba t you •ere to take chnrge of the war in the air and go ahead 
and run it without paying much attention t o me, unless you 
figured it was s omething which only I should decide. 

I am sending this by my boat and putting soid boat at your 
service for &8 l ong as you need her through tho r est of tho dey . 
(Incidentally, if you put all tho cushions down on the dock, 
you can get a foir nap while you are in transit t ) 

It strikes me that your avia tion personnel w st be getting 
pretty well worn and we must look out that we do not have l oss 
on acco\lllt of over tlying them. I would not be at all surprised 
to boar you say t hat you tb1nk they should pr stt y much have a 
doys rest. 

Now I propose that you OC>IIle over to see me and have a tslk 
as soon as today• s resul.t ,s are in nnd you know how you are set . 
There o.rs certain t.bings i n the situation which you probably 
should take into account befors you make tC>IIlorro -• ' s decisions . 
I w1ll so arrange that I will be at your service whenever you 
como. It would hel p if you could lot me know ahead 1 but such 
is not necessary. 

Good l uck 1n the meantime. 

THOS . C. I!AR'r . 

C-0-P-Y 

.,tCRE ( 
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Sir , 

BRITISH COHSUUTE GUIERAL, 

IIAJIIU. 

8th Deoombar , 1941. 

I bava the honour to enclose herewith tor 
J OOIX 1ntonoat1Cifl COPT ot a letter which I ban 
addressed to the United Stetes High C...Uaai onor . 

I wouJ.cl rspea t to you the aaaura.nce 10acle 
ther ein that all aelllhora or the British cOKIUI\l.ty 
are prepared to offer tbair services to the 
AJoori..., authort tie a tor a.ny cluty tba t asy bo 
requirecl . I trust tbat you will therefore call 
upon the.m aa necessary . 

I have the honour to bo, 

Sir, 

Your obodian t Servant, 

I •I s. 117• t t.-SIIIi th 

Consul-General . 

Admiral Thomas C. Hart, 

C~er-in-Chiet, llniteci States Asiatio !"loot. 

!)=0-P-I 

SECRET 

'" 

Regraded Unclassified



' 

SECRE1 

SECRET 

• • 
8th December, 1941. 

Sir, 

Socne aontbe ago, whe·n preparations were being 
made for a poaaible futureame~gency, I inforoed your 
Excellency that the British C<lillllunlty were willing and 
anxious tc assist in aey way that their services lllight 
be useful . No1r that Jo.pa.n haG deeMl.red war on t he 
United States and the British &opire and bas attscked 
the Pbilippinee , I wieh on behalf ot all membere of 
tho British cocmunity individually bnd collectively 
to renew this pledge and to assure your Excellency 
and all AmericaD civil, adlltsry end navel ~uthoritiee 
th•t the Britisll reoidont• ot the Pbillpp!nes 
unrestrictedly offer their services to the American 
authorities for wbataoever duty they may be required 
or fitted . 

I am sanding copy of tllis latter tc Admiral 
Hart ond General MacArthur . 

I b&vo tho honour to bo, 

Sir , 

Your Excellency' e 

obedient Servtult, 

/a/ S . 'llyatt Smith 

Rio EXoellency 
Francis 8 . Sayre 

Consul-GenerAl . 

United Sts tss IUgb COOIIIIisaionor tc the Philippine blonds . 

(! 0 p y 
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rr6/Ali>-l 

(S-141) 

• UIIIUD ST.&DS ASIATIC l'LEI':r • 

O.S.S. HOUSTON , Plaluhip, 
ll.,.,•ber l2, 19U. 

nA P.A.A. LOCJ BOX 

Subject• 

Refarenee: 

The 0.-a:nc!er in Cbie!, O.S. ASIATIC n.El'T . 
!M Chief" or b Tal Operetiooa. 

Control o! .l1r Opere tiona O..or ll'ator. 

(a) Cinca! con!. ltr. I"P'E.-AlE.-3/llf....l 

)00/Bs 

(CF-()977) of Ootober 2J, 1941. 
(b) C<*la. Oen., o.s. ~ Forooa in tbe Far 

East aacret ltr. AG 381 o! Novo~ber 7 , 1941. 
(o) Cinca! eeoret l tr. FF6/.UE.-l (S-140) 

&Jcloaure s& 

of IIOYOilber 12, 1941 . 

!
A~ Copy of reference (a). 
8 Copy ot Reference (b) . 
C Copy of reference (c) • 

1 . !M euclowrea are forwarded to tbe Departeent 
tor in!orllllltion purpoa .. only, at tbe pres ent t i n:e. There 
ie tbo further objective of makins a ai tuution kno'M'I to t.he Depertzent to tbe ond thot bet~r undoratandi.ng oan r e sult 
in oeae the Cmmnnder in Chief finds 1 t. oeceaaery to send 
deepatohes on thio subject. 

2 . Tbo urgency of delivery of this doc\llllont ia 
eucb that 1 t. will not rMch tho addressee in t.1ae via the .!!1!!. &nll•ble o!fieer eouri.er. The orilinetor tbero!ore 
authorizes tbo t.ranea1ee1on o! thia docuaent. by P.A.A. lock 
box !roll Cavite, P.I. , to Snn Franoisoo , California, and by r ogl.atorad mail w1 tbin the continental lia1 to ot tho 
United St.at.oa. 

). It ia hereby cert1t1ad that the origl.nator 
conaidera. it. to be impracti cable to phrase this docwoent in 
aucb a 811.1lDer ae will penrlt a ol .. aiticat!.on otber than aeoret. 

/s/ TKOS. C. IIART . 

C=Q-P-I 

.Ji.CRf.T 

• 
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I,. 

-
i:.aclOIW'e (A) q a wri tten al'ter a COI>­

£oronce bot•oon Ad.Ltal Bart and General 

MaeArtbW' 1n whlob it was arutually e rree<l 

that Admiral Hart should write e letter 

on tJii& subject which would serve se a 

buie ot tW'tbor contol'l!ncea. 

/o/ R. IUSON, 
Lt. c.-tr., u.s.r: . 

Regraded Unclassified



C-0:1-l-I-D-JCI-!-I-A-L October 23 , 1941 

fl"Oill 
!o 1 

'the 0.-.n<~ar in Chie!, U.S. ASIA'l'IC FLEET. 
'tha Co=nndlnc CleDanJ., u.s • .tRill P'OBCIS Ill 

!liS FAR BAS!. 

Subject• Control ot Air Operations Over Water. 

1. SoM """tha aco, (llla7 24, 1941), carta.in acra-ta ware rMcbad between tile l'h1llppine Depe.rWent, 
U.S. Ant:f, and tha SIXTEIII1'H NAVAL DISTJllC1' aa raca.rda the war operatione ot airor&tt. 'l'bere were included therein 
aue-nte tor, -

(a) Aa aiatance, it practicable, by ~ re­
oonnaieeanoa planes in tho llaYT' a acoutinc 
<>Tar tha aaa areas. 

(b) Attack by ~ baabardaent plana& on en-.r 
apa41tiona at OM which 11a.7 threetan Luzon. 

(c) 8llppu't. ct bcmbe.rdment un1 ts - ~ and Navy -
by ~ pursuit pl&Dae, within their .rteotive 
ranee, U other i.apoead tasks pei'IIit. 

2. ID the UC)lt ot ater develojllllents, parti-cuarq &a reprda incrauad AntT and llavy forces now avail­able or in proapeot, it 11 held that the agre.....,nta ebould 
go !artller 111 order that there 118,7 be 1"'l.ll raadine11 for tha 808t .Cfaotha u,lloJMDt o! avaU.eble forces apinat an 
~on the eaae. 

) . A •.lor taak ct tha Ma"7 1 a forcae in t.b.ia entire 
U'8& 1& the datense of these leland&, - operating tToa a baaa 
or ba .. a held 'by the ~. Sucb datenae will priaarilJ applJ acainst &Da.T forces prior to effecting landings , at 
whicb t1a tba;y are 110at vulnerable. 1'ba llaY)" baa a con­
aidarable power ct attack 111 allbaarinea, and eo• 1n a~ ace ah1pa, which teDda to inoraaae. 'the best intoraation 
poaaible ie required to develop the full .rteotiveneee or the 11&"7'• power in sbipa - 110at partioularl;r that o! the 
~·• - and aucll Wo!Wition 1a best obtained throuall 
air scouting. Fllrthar.ora, there will al.ao be 0011prised in 
the a1r toroea ot tha two oervicee an attack potent1al.1t7 eu!!ioient to be decidadl7 dangerous to an expedi tionar;y !orce at see U it ia properlJ applied. 

-1-
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rr6/Jlh-J/AJb-l 
(CF-0971) 

C:Q=N-F-I-0-E-N-T-I A L October 2J, 194l 

SUbjects Control of Air Operations Over Water. 

4 . In order that the forces mentioned above, aa 

00/B• 

•ployed ag&inat enemy forces at sea, ~ be fully effective, 
there auat be exceedingly cloae cooperation beueen the .Ani;T1 s 

aircraft whicb operate over the water, those ot the JlaVT, 
the ~es, &nd aven tho laTY' a sUl:'!ace &hips. Unless 
so operated, their etrorts 11181 be abortive and, wbat 110uld 
be even worse, the efrorts of NaVT' a sub- SUl'face and sur-
face forces mar be handicapped and the ships be even un­
neoesaarilT endangered . The close cooperation and coordin­
ation required wUl be effective only under edeqU&te 
operational control, by officers in inetant cOIIICiunication 
w1 th .... ch other, Md who o.J.ao have instant access to all 
intoi'IIS8.tion which is obtainable . Furthermore, there needs 
be full understanding among those officers wbo are cbarged 
with operational controls, as regards authority and 
cogniZ&Dce , if there is to be full uti l i zation of opportunity 
to damage an eneay expeditionary force whilo i t is most 
vulnerable. 

5. Tho aseil!)lllont of aircraft of either aervico to 
such operational oontrol must naturally rest wit h the 
highest echelon of cOIIICiaDd of the Arttq and HaVT, in this 
area. The NaVT is prepared to place under ~· s full tac­
tical cOIIIIDalld such of its aircraft as lll&Y be assigned for 
attack on land objectives in the Pb111pp1ne•. 

6. It is proposed that, upon general lines, the 
following be agreed upon to cover control of Arory and NaVT 
foroe s aesigned to oper,.te 01gai.nst. an anoiQY who is on or 
over the water .. 

(a) The N&VT to control all scouting, patrol and 
reconnaissance operations over the water . 

(b) The No.VT to control all aircraft attacks upon 
vessel. a. If made in areas where 1 t o own ships 
are operating, tectioal cOIDliWld by the Navy 
will be necessary. 

(c) Th• NaVT to control pursul. t uni ta assigned to 
support air attacks upon vessels . (Units normally 
alerted for defanso ml.ssion ml.gbt be asaigned to 
participate on short notice if prior arrangements 
and understandings oxie t ed) . 

- 2-
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rr6/ll6-J/ll6-l 
(CF-0977) 

C-Q-M-F-I-D=E-N-T-1-A-L 

Subjectl 

October 23, 1941 

Control of .U.r Operations Over Water. 

00/Bz 

7. The .following a.rrenge~~ents a.re considered Y1 ta.l 
to the success of the operations outllned:-

(s) AD information central on shore f or receipt 
of a.ll pertinent inforaation acquired from our 
s)lipa , a.ir scouting, llrmT Air Warning system, etc. 

(b) Location of Arlo:j e.nd Navy operational control 
officers close to tho inf ormation center. 

(c) Provision in the above location of ample 
communication facilities for affecting complete 
control of assigned forces. 

8. Air attack, b;y either serrtce, upon land 
objectives situated over-seas need not be subject to the 
operational control principles, (as per peregrapb 6). Row­
ever, bafore initiating sueb attacks each serrtce should con­
sult the other and obtain its opinion as to the a dTieabillty, 
from the general strategic standpoint, of the projected 
operation. Also, the Navy should be informed of details 
of such attacks in order that it may coordinnts the act ivit ies 
of aey of ita own units in the location affe cted. 

TRCS. C. BART 

~ECRET 
-J-

UlCLOSURZ (A) (J) 
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SECRET 

IIEADqUAI!TEIIS 
OIII'f}l) STArES J.RIII l"'RCES Ill Til!: F.t.R z.tST 

Office ot the Cc==·ndtnc General 
••n''•• p. I. 

5-kC=R-&-T November 7, 1941 

Subject: Control ot .U.r Operatioae O...er Water. 

To& TM Cc==·nder-in~hlet, U.S. Asiatic l'leet, 
ll&nila, P. I. 

l. I hAYe earet'ully considered your l etter ot 
October 2.) , .. bod)"ing the aunestJ.on of laval control of 
~ .u.r Farcea operati.n& a.gainst an •"-Y who i a on or OYor 
the ntsr. I find the proposal en tirel,y objectionAble. 

2 . The basic pri.noiple upon whlch your letter is 
baaed, thAt the mediua OYer whlch planes operate should 
detarwine their cootrol , baa been tborougbly considered by 
the Joint Board on ma111 occasions and has been held untenable. 
The following policies &re aaong those recOOIClllnded by thla 
author1 tatJ.ye body, approved by the Secretaries or liar and 
Navy and published f or the J oint guidance of the two services. 

"The air c011ponont of the Anly conducts air 
oper&tiona o• er the land and aucb air operations over 
the sea u are incidental to the accompllsbment of 
Anly functJ.ons. 

"The air component ot the llavy conducts air 
operations over tho sea and such air operations over 
the land ... are incidental to the accompllsbacnt or 
Havy functions . 

"Aircraft, by their nature, are capable to a 
degrae, dependant upon their deeia:n and upon the sl:ill 
and tra1nin& or their personnel , ot per fonoing eithar u., or Mavy air functions. Available air strength 
should therefore be used whenever possible by either 
service in support of the other. Anly aircraft ""'Y 
te•porari ly ouecuts Mavy functions in support of or 
in lleu ot Kavy forces. Conversely, llavy aircraft 
u;r execute #.r!tt;f tunctJ.one under like condi tiona . 

"The air component of each service has a priaary 
function to which ito pri nci pal efforts are to be 
directed, both in pea co and in war . 

0Theae pr1aarJ functions are: 

The Anly a1r component to operate aa an ana 
of the mobile ar&IIJ', both in the conduct of air operations over 

- 1-
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• 
§.-E-9-R-£.-'f 

t.be land in sl.lj)port. of land opera tiona and in the coDduct of &ir operations o ... r the ... In d.irect detenae of t.be coast. 

t.be Pl .. t . 
The Navy &1r e0111ponent to operc.te "" ~ "'"" of 

•sooon<huy f\motionl or tho ldr oouponont or the /J:rfiAy are• 

Reoorm!IJ.esance and obsemtion ot tire for harbor d etenua. 

Air operations in connection with the defense or 
illlportont industrial centers .:LI1d JO.I.litary and ooval in-
s te.l.la tiona. 

Air opera tions in support or or 1n lieu of Naval roroeo. 

•seco<ldar7 !Unctions of the air caaponont or the llavy ara1 

Air operations, by &ircr a!' t forJO.I.ng p:trt or naval 
looal defense forces , for the patrol of t.be coastal zones and tor t.be protection o!' ab.ipping therein. 

Air opera tioos i n support. or or In lieu ot Army 
forcoa . 

• In operations against SD81Q' attacks along our coasts 
and in the water• adj aoant thsreto, t.bs operations of lfiTq and 
Navy aviation will ovorlap to o certain extent. That is , 
1riTq aircraft will neceas¢l.y have to operate ovor the sea end Nuy eircra!'t ~ at tiaea h&Ye to operate over the land. In ~ case no restrictions will be placed upon the C()lllplete f reed()lll of either service to utilize ogeinat the enell1)' tho 1'\iJ.l. powers of a ll eircra!'t available and any and all f acili­
ties that """:! b4o naeeaaary to aal<e that power effective. ~ air forces &re a part or the IIObU. ~ forces engased in d.ireot defense or the ooe.at . 

"In ordor that the 110et effective cooperati on "'"'7 be 
atta1ned, the followina a:enoral principles rill aovern : 

Neither serv1ce wUl attempt to reatrict in any way t.be means ancl weapons used by the ot.ber service In 
carrying out ita functions . Noithsr serdoe wUl atte .. pt to r estrict in an:r wey the &rea or operations of the o ther 
serYioe 1n oarrying out ite tunotions . Each service rill 
l end tho utmos t assist.nce possible to the other service in carryini out ita !Unctions. • 

1 inteDd to C>()lllply 1\Uly with, and without deviation troa, 
these aound principles and policiea . 

- 2- ENCLOSOK£ ( 8) ( 2) 
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5-E-C-R-E-T 

) . Excellent coordination between the local commands 
bas existed in the past. The Collllll8lldsnt of the 16th Naval 
DiBtriot upon his reoan t roll of addresaed a letter of 
apprecia tion for the complete cooperation which has been ox­
tended to him by this Command. It is the AI"":f'• policy to 
continue this CIUtual close relationship. It is essential, 
b""ever, in order that coordinating arrangements can be coo­
plotel)' a>ainteined to know with wbat c~d the Artrtl1 hence­
forth will coordinate . Horetoforo tho Army bas done so with 
tho Commandant, 16th Naval District, who apparently was 
charged with normal ~&&ions pertaining to coastal frontiar 
defanse. Ria liar Plan, which was furnished this Raadquerters, 
was based on that conception. !lith his departure you adviaod 
me informally thct insofar as the Army was concerned you 
would aSSUIDo tbe functions ot tho CO<lUII8ndant, 16th Naval Dis­
trict. Iii th the recent arrival of the new COOliii!Uldsnt, I 
am confused as to the exact s i tuation . lu:J I to deal with 
tho COlllllllllldant, 16th Naval District, in accordance with 
provious practice, or is it contemplated that you will con­
tinue to perform the functions proscribed for that oi'fieer 
with r egard to coastal fraltier defense? I J: tho lattor 
situation prevails , will your Beadquartors be on shore or 
afloat? I t is ossenti.al in t he consideration of this metter 
that I be informed of your basi c organization. 

4 · The mission of the Al"":f is: 

a. Defend the Pbillppine Coaatal Frontier in co­
oporstion with the Navy. 

b. Conduct o1r raids against enemy forces and i n­
stallations within tacti cal operating radius of 
available besoa. 

c. Suppor t the Navy in raiding enemy sea communi04-
tion& and destroying axis forces . 

d. Cooporate with Associated Powers in accordance 
with approved poli ci es and agreements . 

The mission of the 16th Naval District, as understood by this 
Headquarters , is: 

a. Support the ~ in the defens e ot tho Philippioe 
Coaotal Frontier . 

b. Protect shipping of the United States and 
Associated Powers in that area . 

Forcos: a . 

c-o-P-Y 

Offehore Patrol : 
Submarine Squadron 'l'wanty, lasa CANOPUS . 
Patrol Wing Ten, less LANGLEY. 

-3-
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• 
b, Inshore Patrol. 

c. Coabat&nt Units Alhcro. 

The adeaion o! tha u.s. Aaiat.l.c Fleet at t.ha pre'!!nt tiae in­

sofar aa i te probable atratepc e!Oplo)'lllont 1e noi:. !mown to 

.. nor ban I been into"""' aa to wbat you .,.,. have in coa­

teaplation. 

s. The basic concept of the ~·8 plan or defense 

1a to ot.rilte at any en~ !orca e.-J.tted to attack aga,inst 

the l'bilipp1nes or in poai tion to executa aucb an a tteck, 

The Army Air l'oree , ths most powortul offensive striking 

el....,nt available , w1l.l neeeaserlly have to oparate over 

water. I t is aasont.l.al under aueh circuastances that the 

control or t.he COIIIIIIAJ\ding General over this COC!poncnt should 

be coe>plete . Not only for strategic eonception but for 

teotioal execut.l.on be •ust have integral oOIUI&J)d of all 

ela.enta of bia force. 

6. I t 11 poaaible that under extraordinary con-

dit.l.ons al-nta of an A.nq Air Force in support of a Float 

might advantegeoualy operata Wider t ecporary naYal di:roct.l.on, 

but in this sensa, t.ho tst'ID "f'1eet• cannot be applied to the 

two cruisers and the division ot destroyers that c001prlse 

the e001bat surface el111enta of your ca..and. Tbia ia es­

pecially striking when Judged in comparison oi the:r with t.ho 

potont.l.al ""811¥ naval forces in t.'>e llutern Pl\citic or with 

the Air Force o! this C<-a•nd which is rapidly baing bull t 

up to an init.l.al strength ot' 170 hMv;r bollbers and 86 light 

bOCilbera , • i th pursuit in proportion. It would bo IIMifeat:ly 

illogical to aeaign for control or tactical eOIIIIIIIJ)d such a 

powerful J.:rq air 8 triking force to an el....,. t of such e011be t 

lnferlorlty as your C~d or tha t of the 16th NaYal District. 

Ttlat port.l.on or 8!1 aiaaion involving support of tho Navy will 

be carried out wi tb all possible enor17, but 1 believe that 

the cooperat.l.ve atrorta o! tM no Services can better be 

obtained by leaving their elecants unClsr tholr own 00111111ando , 

operatina with c011plote coordination as to mission assignments . 

7. Tno operational reaturea outlined in your p&ra-

grapb 7 tlave already beon arro.ngad. 

8. It boabing opera tiona should be undert.alten by the 

Ar8¥ against obJoctivoa s ituated ovor-ooas , you would of 

course be infor~~ed unci consulted if available , but it your 

paragraph 8 intends to c.onv87 the thought that such a aiaaion 

oo~ld not be undertaken without your concurrence, the point 

il untenable. 

C:<ef-X 

1•1 DOUGLAS llaoARTHIIR 
Cooaandini O.noral, 

United States A!'IIJ' Forces in 
tho Fnr East . 
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!'P'6/AJ.6- l 
(S-140) 

S-E-C-R-E-T 

Froa1 
To 

S!'bjeotl 

Enclosure: 

UIIITED STATES ASIATI C FLEET 00/Bz 

U.S .S . HOUSTON, Flagship, 
Novamber l2 , 1941. 

The Coaoander in Chief, U.S. ASIATI C k'LEJ:.'T. 
The Comm&r~ding General, U.S. ARili FORCES IN 

THE f AR EAST. 

Control of Air Opera tions Over Water . 

(A) Extract from Chi9f of Naval Operation~ ' 
secre t letter Op-3082-BP over (SC) A7-2 (2)/ 
PF'l serial 059230 of June 20, 1941. 

1 . In refere nce to your letter of 7 November, 
replying to mine or 23 Gctobor;- would say first off tbet I am 
del i ghted that Rear Ad!llirsl Bemis was able to expr ess hia 
apprecia tion for complete ~y coopera tion . Upon cy own relief 
from preaent station, I hope to likewise express thanks and 
apprecia tion. 

2 . lly letter of 23 October expresses no basic 
principle about meditllllS ovor which planes oper ate . Rather then 
that, it i a a matter of the objaotives against which they 
operate. They may be the same objectives a ttacked by tba ships 
of this Fleet. You state that my proposal s are entirely 
objectionable. Wholly apart f rom t he questi on of most effective 
employment of forces wbich Army and Navy s end a gainst an enemy 
upon the sea, ther e r emains interference and possible danger to 
rt11f own uni ta if Army aircraft should taka action wholly inde­
pe.ndent of the l avy, i n the same areas . 

) . Sucb unnecessary risk is altogether unaecopteble 
to me and, if taken, must be a t the i n stances of the Navy Depart­
ment itself. Bowovor, i t soams unnecessary thnt such problems 
abould be added to the load which Washington is carrying that I 
wa making a fUrther attempt at a local solution. 

4 . Your l etter of 7 Novembor quotes a t length f r oo 
tho Confidential Publlcntion on Joint Action, 19.35. Tbe quota­
tions lligbt have included tbe f ollowing : -

"When any section of a frontier is threatened . .. . • . 
The Arm.1 Air Corps operates along the coast under tho 
11<110e condi tiona as in other opera tiona except that 
occasions may eriee wben the G. H. Q. air force or units 
thereof llll\1 set in conjunction wi tb Naval air forces 
under temporary direction of Naval Commanders; or 
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rr6/U 6-l 
(S-1.40) 

WilTED STATES ASIATI C FLUf 

O.S.S. KOUSTOK , Plagshlp, 
S-f-C=R-E-T lloYeaber l2 , 1941. 

Subject• Control or ~r Operations Over Water. 

00/Bs 

- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
s1mil&rly when Naval &ir forces aay operate in con~ 
junction with and under temporary direction of ~ 
C~em" 

5. There is precedent tor m;y proposals in an ap-.... 
aent as aot forth in the enclosure. The conditions and cir­
cuastanees surrounding that ap-eecent are 1110re nearly 
pare.llel to our l ocal situation than to those or our conti­
nental coasts whlcb waa in the foreground during the pre­
paration o! Chapter V o! the Joint Action pe.llpblet. F'urther­
aore, the date is 1941. 

6. lt is therefore requeoted that you reconsider the 
pool tion token in your l etter ot 7 llovosber . Tbat letter 
goes beyond the subject ot ai.rcratt operations in such u.nner 
th~t an answer i s neceua ry, for purposes of rocord. 

7 . On ahout 22 Septa11ber, in an interview wtllcb I 
s ought, you were given a history or tho developments during the 
current year concerning Naval plans and projects for the entire 
l"ar Eeatern Area. There wao included the high lights of our 
relationship& with potential Allies and you were also informed 
as raga.rds the Me tory or rr:r own command status and ita locale , ­
a eubject of particular re!erence in your letter . You then 
proceeded to give •• a general outline or the plans and projecte 
tor your own forces; that waa followed up and addocl to during a 
Yery courteous Tiel t b:r your Chief o! Sl.stf, shortly afterward. 

·It should be aantioned that those intarviews showed the Aro~Y' a 
plaAs to haYe been great.l,J cluo.Dged and expanded over what they 
had previously been but •• have .. yet received no official 
in!or.at1on on the subject. However, 1 hold no diosati&factlon 
therein as loog as I aa kept genere.lly informed; Navy's plane 
ban been changing trequent.l,J to •eat changed condi tiona and 
it is to be asslllled that Anl1' a plans also change as ita ex­
pansion comes to fruit. 
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lila.~ I U\ri ot , m a 8ta 1.-cl At Carl toe d~ t1111 !.!.Not ato1101 of U.. 

J ilpaaAe 1mlui14D <>f the lbl.lir1ili><>•• 0.. 25 Dooeut.es- 1942, a "'"'It 
loa1'aro tho J•}- on~ l'cu'l!ta, 1111 u.a nrurun.t.cd to t orrca!dor , 

wbero It• .-1no<1 d:a-tna U.. a lets. N.~hough tbct rort.re~a a•....,..,J:llerwc! 

on 6 tlt;r 1942, it ...,.. nnt t ill t ho 22Dcl t.bat h6 .n. ..,.,.d f'roo> t...,. u­

laDtl to Ole! BUihltl PrtMa, loNl1lA1 lObero ho ......, J..copt for u .• follaorinll 

On 6 Jul.T he wno t.rMaf'CI1"r'ed t.o tho natn l ;:oeric., <>-iaoner of o.r 

C&::p nt CabMAtuan, Lus01> , 'Thero hr nor.ail'IM untU 26 'l:t!)bt>r , ~·en 

1111 l en for tho NleJ'ioen l'r~r or - q Cq>, ' ""'" r onot.J. Colony, 

t t.o Old Rll1b1.!1 Prim= befo:re arrl 'ring at. tile C&1'M c:ll.-,., o>'l 7 !.:~r. 

lia - Ilia eaoal"' trcn t !lia c.:t~>p oo 4 \pz:-11 191.3, l""clintl " ll>'WP 

or 10 ~ &nd t~ell. A -'11 l.Ate:r t.lto p!l.l"t:r ouec .. e&d in rftllobini 

-.-rill& f...-, Oil 13 *7 Lt. C..-!r . llcCqr l18~ U . Ccn!:'. 

~. U, G.li.R., 1181! em the~ Lt. Cal . J , ll , M'tl; , looadftr of 

\be 4'JUTUlu 111 ...... _. He lwl retll1nod at ~~~. ..... a, tho ""'""' or 

• renctwocam nth the =blotrllle 11h1cb ..... to t.<U:o h1!l to Iunr&Ua, 

• hiob be -· "~ nelw!uled an 9 Jul.T 1943. 

e,.,...s-, b1a ~ <attoo.a and rs_ll __ acl.a~tJ.ana, 

• • Ill * • • 

1 
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Abcr.i' tlto 1<...U 'bilto o ~o:-~ t • J &;>aJleM ~-*' 

a n ry -~ ... ~'lloQnt. o :.u. •allu>d . ~no u.,. c! ... t.r:.,: tllla c-1 <I 

41AI r- r \ulll s.ooo .taU. do.ilJ ai.:".U... t.... tlau.l , 1:.c w. • 

up llll~U ~"' lAa~ ~ l:A>~ 16,000. AI>' a:.o6U. nn .~.,..t. 1>5 .,.,.Ul.er , 

&J.Ulouc,.. ..:ne Z40'• .,., ).(» "''l.il"'r wra UIIC • ¥ w.:r su., al.l or u.. 

J..uop ~~'""' t..t~• on Con'O,~.:n- ~.ad ~n & :rt:'Q;,,.: i 8t""V 1~;ntire 

.. .u .. all ~~~~ ... .., ~hat u 1a p:"OtcablA t~. t.o..- rtr t. 

.Jilj)IWIIM l.AnlJJiiJ IAlrl!O wld.ocl ntl.out • "111,. .,... u aiJo ' ,.)'Y), 'I 5 . 

~'I\ 1, 1:. ~~t.e w" ~ !"t..et. t..w'L t....;.cn. a :r !l!tn!.n c. ~ . ·~ 

e::nllo. cz.llb>t <A:>l.- ,101-t.oblo o."\O:W = .U bt> """' , • 1 olnbl. o •nk hout 

Wo-"t.l.L"I!.:: or t.bo Japc.ne::e l>.r~:u, ~ 1.0 t !· "'" ·~111<-ol. >n . 

Tl:o l&l•lln;; ~-u p:rco•;clee , , " te!'l·U•o boo'be...""tlrnn.t.t of 1 u-. 1a 

w1Uoh t.bc7 J.aJAcu. ~"t . .. . 1.~t 1r • 1r ~• t " · .,.. ~ a 1q 

..... ror:-oea perha;>a 2llO )'U\lc a.-.1 "'Ti:U.. .... u b .all !>,out. 00 '.!" .... .., ;) 

and re;uc..wcl b:r Mld1o . ,..,._j b~ .... ">ie' .... "~ ancl ~ 

our t arco& bKJ< tniMrdJl ~I> CC 't. r o' L ia'!&-.1 . -- .... ....,..,.. ...U:0 

ao!lt fa:- raWOl"C«'Wnta M\1 a.orl- «r" ~"l.d I w: •P"''t.ed t.> 1& 

preooo~ W!>!'i.'llt..l'f i.f t:ec. ~·· 1!' .., i.Jlr...-..1 aM!\ ~ , ll.7 

4.h, ~hD.•. 1 vu tbo L-:t.,nt1on i-o urr-lli.1n a t U'lrJ t•.at ' t.c . 

•.:J. !lftn ra.!1o D(;ul;lut."'t ,•,t!J t.t- •-ptlot~ ot • ....,._.Ut tar 

Al.d rco~iwr ....., U.Oot.ro. 0<1 bl-tore l.lh'l .....S t"" l'e~t o t'111...U1 :ant 

wu clel!tro'f..S t ll>5. Ul co<ke IUid c' '>crA ~,.. 4&10U'<. '7 -..m­

lllo: nr.d all aod.in& roaohillOII conp1e!.eJ.;r ((f.• 11•'•1 e.n4 cl~~ l 'I 

~.11'1llJ:;: ll.loo. '11 'M(f CUd MI. "••troy all o• l u :-a4lo •<r~1._m., tut 

1 renOII&l.l;( - to u. l loat l.ha<I<Yiilll! --~· .,. w'tlch """' ~.at! t.~ 

rr- ua ,.... doo..tro-Jnl , ,Jl m---~.ore palorOl w-1• ..Uo. l..r.cllldoocl U.. 

- ~-
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1'tM tl'A ~ I _. &blAt to Yin W &re& 1n 11hi.ah tbe 

J~ 1-*1. irl.or to tba ,.,, ,. w. - .. ~ .......w. 
At U.. U... I ftUiJied it, t.bo" ..,... J>Ot a bl.ood• ~ era» or .-1M 

ell o. troe , 8 11lobaa h1&h 1n i t.. '!be .r....,... we:%'11 ~ ua n tl:l 

..uv aun:s hOSI llllt&MJ ...., or u.. 1-t:- U.t thq ,....., abl• to in­

.u.u - arUllar'7 unit a Ollllate.Yl 1a ~bu \bey prt tboa odjaoult 

t o IUid ntl:lln CIJI' JJo. 2 boGpit&l - 1n wbicb "" - w re loc&tod 

After t.ba ourrend.or, no Japolllall& cen.oua a~....S trc .,._u..., 

1n '.!A r.o.v;r t.unr.el, borl. .oJ~T eJil.1ated were puaJ..as t~l: the t.wmDl 

at all tlno::, lootlni; IUid robbiq, but DOt 1101081.ln; tle pria....n. 

It MMa to 1:& a pr&e1.1CO o! J ......... off:l.olll'O to pcod.t tiJo1r t.roe>p1 

to blnoo a cb&l- to l J>Ot UDOI:oonod; t>ecauaa 1!' an al't1cc>r aotu:t.ll;{ 

- • o. .1&p~~t~Ut wdl.,. ro~, ho !arcea hia to ratur:D t1:1a loot o.lld 

ala.,. \he aaJ..cUnr araomd. :t.. .T•P""'''I aol41ar 1& .,. r 7 tand ot wrillt 

watcllea &Ill! I .... 0118 nth .- ~n~ Cfl'l r&d with .. atcbea troa b!a wriat 

to hi& ~boo IUid the ot.llar ara ball' COVONd, .ttJ\ h1a ~orx l 1n w 
ortaach or mot.* nan atrlv111Cl' to obteJJI ..,... ntobea . 'l'btN ooliHen 

_... a-t b;r the oloot.r1c retr~"""'• 1n t'a.ct • ba"" el.Mwhore _,. 

tham put. 1oe wUhin peTreotlJr operateble eleotrlo refri&Dral.clra . 

'l'beae tirat .Ta!)t.lllao aol.o!ius 'Ob.) entar&cl ...,.. a Mal tb7, ,.,...,.t 

IUid ~ lot , -~ ':.rll>ea 1lbo IYid ..u-J.y - D ao1J.011 at !!tqlaJola, 

Sinpparo, lUll Oata4D, 1n ot.b&r 'IrONs - the ~ t.rocJre. In~ 

t.bq wen o! the lDMr o1 · • • • • - • t 1 aoet.ttd aa4 Ullb:.t'OI"-.4. 'l'bQ' ___. _,_ 
SEUUt,f SFt ' ltbT ~E('Rb,;T 
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J 
\e h&rbar no --~ ~ u.. OD U.. -u..,. 1 M111 f1t U.. pdW 

- .. u.. '**" '""" aid ... """' -.ell ~ t.haD a. • 1t.i.al>, • t.!a\ 

baS 1.ba !rit.Ub raoc;t:~ a-t ::i>Qxon ae • t.l4 em Cairne1dcr U., CGUl4 

- ~~ao ... oapto.D'ed --~· 
,. ~,_,.. 1:2 _.u .._ ¢' & aad1 .. ~ ~ but ~ low J'I!J>k • 

.l ~ 1n !.be .1Y"*M AZfl(f f>tax ... 'j)CIIde 1n ~ 1a apn'ia-, 

&bllit;r, ...S utbadt.J to t!le pnUZl~ ~ lbitod stat .. Arrll(f la\ Lieut. 

llbelpllr• 1n !.be .z..- Ani!! ~ to t. """" rlc14, &11(1 \lloo .., 

.--1 to eaNiidfto tho atl'iefte u the cl1rec1. rtpn..rt.at1Y'OII ot U.. 

~. J•• • otr1oorre .ww t.,.~ u..,. lnn ab<nt 5,000 -

ld.lled 1A ~ u.. 1allud. J 4o nat t.. .,..,. -~ lane• bolt Uwy 

.. "" oaU.t.ed at w U 1ll'lll<lr 1 , 000. 

!'!» -l.DI \Do.S4ert ~ w ad 1a tJo ra.,. -1 wu "-~ 

tta nn ... '""" p1Jrtalt wllicll ...... -·tl"'ld •re l ert. l,y1Da """"' t.be 

uu l.ft t.be e-mtrr ot U... tumel, aU loaded . • ...,... &U.-.1 to ,.,.. 

.a1n 1n ,.,., t1lnDal ttat. r.Jcht , tho ~ c.r V.e Mh, IUl4 u.- .....,. 

..... ll4IV r I"CCIOIftd. llo .;ro....,.ee ~ t.c t.llt tum.l. .lbcPrt. IWI­

~ t.br7 l'<i&livd, •PJ"U8ntl7o t.ha• t.l:arto ......, l!f'P'tllldate}J< 11'10 

leaded ~,. 1A the tamal IUl4 rautecl - "'" • wiU. ...,.. Oil ... OD 

t.he1r part., to c11tpcee or !.be• AMII ar<1 &lao eeu'Cb tJ-~hl7 t.11e 

.... t or u.. - 1 rcr ......... 

·-- - 1Ar t l(ttf. 1a to -~b u.. ............. J&f&D'I• 8Gl/1&r 

,_a nodem tai.lft. I~- t..,.. ..u~oo ·~bt rona.rd, ...,.,. u.. 

.,_, trop U.1r ~. ~\e - ·•·s~ U. ~ udl.Md.\lt<r 1A 

f? ""t. ot it.., !.be tl.ocr- 'lip~ t.be ....:u. wit.b a nc wi~ hoa 

a pooU~ IUl4 ,..turD Rid I'll& to tba ~. Tolltt Jl&""" ..,.. 111~ 

..-11 o1 b1a """"'· lalf~, ~ wo' d'- 11M to alMa up 
- 4 -
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llbleb the lart a.-.J. 11> tbt V~ Tal onc!.o ...ner.c!eredo '1'b&7 -.:/ 

brre - brp1. tbt:r. 11> ~ WHII ta J&~ tllro&t. I>Oirt.i.....S 

oloe9bere . ClD tbt ~a: tbG Z!nd, w ~· ..,.. llladec! 

an to thrH Mrehent waoel.a ot about 7,rm ~ dlaplJt,.-. n.. .. 
..e:etl.e _... dooaieJ>od to acc:.-.Mt. t'IIOlYO JlU<~· n-o ....,.. 
&'bout ),00 ot ua em oac;, w eeol. l'o re::ained •boord all n!Cht, with­

out alccp ~ • ...S tllo f~ clair pr~:,. dDCI t.o llall1l.a. l.~ 

atKd of eo1.1:1G to .. pier 1n tl:o clt-7 i t.Mlf', .. ftre takon bor.uf tlle 

c11.7, ott Paoay, plJlcod. into lam1~ bftreea and put aal!ore. ru. 
open.Uon took plnc:e durin.. the 1\ottcst. p<zt of the dl!,'1• u hu llllniTa 

'bM2I usual with f1Z1!1 Jopa.neoe cla&l.1.b£ ..,ith priaanerc. 1n t.he landl ~~~t 

"t>ars.,. "" 111111: IU'0\:2111 tar ebo'.rt. an bcr1r paclrod l..1.k8 OArd.1nM . r o 

'1181'<1 then dlrJ)f'CI 11> tllo ... tor Ill' t.o our omopita 1 t.h1a lut action -.. 

tu 1 ,.,.....,. "" tho booota could !liL'Wl bo!en n111 Mght lip em to tho bHoh 

'tart. tbe J•puc:>O 'IMtod t.o be .ure ... ad6 tho '"U'dl ~ 1'anila 11> 

..n elotl\o= &!XI w1 1.11 wt. ~~· t'e llll.1'C!wd tllr<Juc)l the ent.ire c1 cy 

of llan11&, "'bolrt. tJ. ... .Uoa, t'l~ tiP at Old 81llbl.d Pr.l.lcm. ~ 

J._~ were UD(!o >'oteCIJ.,r atte,~ to illpreM tho !'llipl.Jloco, but. 

~t. tho t:IIJ'Cb I .. ,. m mllel: Cl1 tho to.oes of f1Z1!1 inhabitant, 

MJIT t.eara, ar.d IIOI:tf C!Un'llpt1t1""" v1.ctory •11118· 

•.1tbou;h I'Wi;1 prll!onere tall out 10M wer. ur.a'b.la to .W. the ...-.ili 

01\lJ' .,.,. d1.ed - " Lt. CGJ. . f bort., u.s .A. !).)a to 1\artae to 1lllllk = tl1s 

cc•nt with •t &.heft t!:.a o«dit.ion ot ~ rwt ..., dotplOTSbl.c, -

~ UD11oi1 tb 8CI1'e a.p>d of! .toe, a . I loft IW.J.bl.d lbt ...,. attar-

Uoattal 1 U. S . H. 1 tl:.o r.av.l C "'•nt, 

tbt lln.al Booop.l.t.al. llll1\ n- c..-, Ca'rit.a, ~ Iet..nd.o, -

SEC h ,,T ~I· - ' n•T ,.,~<('PL'T 
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to.t..d. c:.-.&1.8 ...... ...s ilraQ ..... abo 1l.h .. 1<11.1> t.h1a ....v. 
u..,... -t.. of u..ur atetra. 

'll.lle ~. a .:;ra.., at )CYl -s-, ~ tlbo bod 'I.-
at. 

.-pt...rod 011 l"o1.aad am lw' t.Gn/C""P 0 1IIcmell puu4 t.hr- t OD t.NIJ.ro 

""-• to a .... It «tAll !.J> ai.N\..""Wio Ul ftl'll tA a ~.~-bl.e O<JDI11t.1CD 

e4 18..,... ~ to wallt t.!".e J'o1!..S.~~g ......Sri(. ':!!lao l.il h!Ctzwl 

a\. tlM '-pi tal ....t......, Mplacc!d ,,. J.S •n ~ ld re . lAter at 

ca-ttlllla U.. n w•..s.r or t...S.. ~ I" n, wno "L&.rl*i. About 

270 of U.. )00 d1ecl on U:o Job to WJt\ah &ou.u.I . lhUo at. U\1e """~> 

I a...n.d t...a• all or~loe,.. ot: U. rut a! '*ll olonal a.- a'bcn-o, 

w1tb oorreopolll!tac .....wo ill t.l'* lt&'¥7, ...ulo t e --.1. to tar lao, r...an. 

tact c.n.ra1 wu alland ono lll>l.iJit.ocl an!.erl,; ax! ...,. two Col.....U 

... ill- "" ordcrl.Y. rr t.Lo ~oa,.,, t.!WI ~ ~A to : .. ,..an 1J¥;lad .. 

c..pt.. oa.trcl , u • .l•. , capt. . . 1•. t llt.erd1nk, ~Ul J, terra , u. • •• , 

ca;.t . r:.r . r.-.r., "edl-.1 c...rpo, ;~ . .... , capt. F .o • ..a'rie, ..uca1 

carp., U. Z • .t:. 1 Cop1.. L. J . l~obert.a, e<U.cal. t.al"'].t•, .•.~ • • and Col. '"• 

L. a-..1 , t: •• :.t...-i>M Co>rJ». 

CID " 'I 2?th, I w.c r.~u.."Md to 114 !U1bld, l.a:dl&, ,0.:; I ,._ 

~ ~mt.U .JUl.. (.t.l. . At. C.:..U tiM -t ot the tcr. ~ ;u-booan 

bod '*"' -.t. to *-ttl11.1l .....,;: t•.a r-.•a~<~r ..., .. .:oillc at. tho rate 

0: about 11000 
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per clq, About. )0 ott1cen ....,., !WI at 8lli bid, in addi t.ion to t.be 

boep1t.al ..Ut, to nperrta e warlcinc parties encqed in clearina up, 

repeirlac tile I'O"iaon, ODd to do odd Jobe about llanila, I wu one or theee 

)01 ODd th- _.. about )00 enllated un. Arter the work 'll'llll t1n1ahed 

-t or tbue •- _,t to C&banatu.eD. A ffl'll -t worid.na det.alla 

_.. r...- ODd .--in unt.il t.!tia dey, I bellna, in llanll&, Cor t.be liOIIt 

'lbile at Billbid , I went. on ono Yoltlt\t.eer world.na (W't.y to load C&D1Ied 

ll1llc ror I'O"iaon ca<~pe . I later AI!Cart.aiMd that onl,y about l ()J ot what 

w l....s.d waa enr sent. Tbia adll< ...., lOC4ted at Rir.al St..dim and in 

U. s. A, Quart.el'louter auppl!.ea . 

OD JolT 7th 1 I wu ta'<an with 2$0 other A:~:criean prisoners to 

Cabant..-1 Luson, about. 7S ..Uea north ot llanUa . We .,... placed 1n .,.tal 

baz e&n 1 7$-80 in a ear , and the t.rlp to<>k about. ai>: houra . There 'll'llll no 

ait~ roc. ill the care . 

At Cabanet.ueD - waro tborolll!hJ.y soarehed and then .lnat.alled in llipe 

quartan , '!'h.n wwre quartsro wred for the i'hillppina Arwy. 'II a ,.,.. nry 

b)" aide in each ~. At tbia t.iM 1 twas nat. an UllWiual si~;bt to ... 

dead priaonara l~ around tba barracks and aacb aorni.q! tbe:na was a 

Tbaae bodi .. at tau lay a:round tor aavenl d.e;ya, wbicb did not enhance 

ei tber the odor or the aani t.ary C<nld1 t.iono . .,at.cr was rat.iolled but. 

..tequate. Bat.b.inu !ac1llt.ias ,.,.. inadequate, Cl>ns1at.i1>8 ot a ffl'll ...U. 

- I'-
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tor U>e 6000 aen 1n U>e cap. Lat.rlnu ....-e onen &114 a deciclacl ,......,.. 

!be ~~ion o! food wU.l be ..,.. lato al..,"'~.... A~ ~IIU U.. &114 

thro..::bout the IIOnth or JuJ.y U>e .. ..-ace claa~b ratA -. )0 pu clay. The 

•"'•• bei "'l 1;) . All prbonen...,.. .locMricatW. 

ru.a caap bad l>Mn .. tahlUhacl abot:t JUDe U~ wit.b prUO,.... l'rool 

CO'""C!i dor &114 C...p 0 • l)omwll arrhillil at. &!lout t he • - UDa . Cuop 

o •DoMall wu t.ba srieon to -.bicb t.ba !lataan prlaoners we,.. tirat t.akon 

&114 1a loca~ 1D U>e pron.nce or TvlAI<: , Lwaoo. The Ca!MIIatt:&D ea.:­

coMi et o! C-.p I 1 , &114 the hoe'"'itAl a$jac aat to it , about ai.x .Uea Dorth 

o! Cabanatua.n CUn and c.., 12, ""'''.cb ie about twun .UN north or t.ha 

city. All o! the !latA&D ortaooara ware t.al>"eD to Ca::p I 1 . Cac!p I 2 1a 

ccapaeacl larael,T or &Dlia~ ..., trca tor...-;J.t!<lr, nt.h a lW o!!icero , als o 

l'rool Corrlliidor , &114 the baalth thero 1o oone\dcrabl;r better than that a t 

C&::;> I 1. 

The daat.b ratA tor Jtme &114 J lll;r or 19112 ... thirt;r !IICJ' cla;r - 1D 

A"<lllllt 21 par da;r - S.p~r lh pu <111,7 - a ncl 1o October about 19 per clay. 

n..t - troa tha U.. Cab&nat.ll&ll ... ea~lllacl untU I l.rt there wra 

a pproxiMtAl;r JlaOO death& , ll&.l.nl;r or poo)lle 111\o bad -n ca~uracl OD S.taan. 

Deat be were due to aalarta, cl;yllenter;r, diptberia , &114 aalnutriUoa. At 

tlle t iM I utt Cab&nat...an , rae-ible doctore tolcl .. that or the 2SOo 

patient. t.h., i n tha Mepltal t.he;r did not ..nect arrr o! U.. to u .... 

One alAtoet had to be claacl to r •t into tha hoepltal . At. Cap O'Donnell 

clurlll:f April &114 a:r the II!IDber o! deat.ha ia utiMtacl to '>an been about 

2200 bo rua.. , bat tha CCG1'IIe on -.. eo era t there t.ut thU •U•tA 

oould be aliahU:r iDacouratA, but not by ,..... ~ban t100 or thraa bWI<!red . 
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f'.1a ..,. \.lult a tot.l o! .....,. S,ooo "-"1cana dl.ecl in caj>t.l.Yit:r prior 

to llove.ber 19112. the ,. ... on tor lobe <:<lll!l>aion 1D ac,..hl:r detera1ulnc 

the~ of ciMd a t O•Daanell ... tat. U..... .,.,.. D11.cinall:r 10,000 

nlip1.noa at t.he C81p who wwre d:riac at lobe rat.e ot about S00 a d.q and 

the I:TOb~ or burial 1>eeaM acuta, t.he Japa be1111 unnlli"' to help 

and there be:trli too r .. berieane or nlip1oos et.roac en"''(h to hlce care 

of t.he 1>ocl1 ... Or t:.hOM 10,000 rtl1plnoe 1 at le&at 27,000 are n ... dead. 

l.boat t:.h& md..U. of Jlll:r the prlaon cup,... cli..w.d Into thrM 

voupa and all the 11a.,. rod ll.rlnu .....,. !>laDed 1D CI'OUP o,. . Otficore 

...,.. not. r equirecl to worl< 1>•t. .,.,u YDl=t. .,. to 1>e In char,.• or worlriJIC 

partiee. A).:a,..t. t..'le onl:r wor1< enllated ..., .. were ~1lired tc do wu tc 

aecure eel delher t1rwood tor the p.ll.,... Tbe cup 1s •~ 

1>:r barbed win aac ao11tr1•, but aa a rUla !:.here are no Ja """" within 

the tome. and ~ .. !2'1a:meno emu.,. ~-t.ecl 1>:r t.be Ja,. . Ire ,..... 

u lond tc bl>ld claa•es in VariOIUI eubjecta to pua the u .. , but not In 

t~ ~..... CUd ")l.,.tac b Oowuecl ,.l"'n b:r tile .1&-....ee, but. not. 

atrict.l:r prel'db1t.ecl. To help tho orale or the oap, n put on lltUe oldt.a 

of errt.ertel..-nt , t,,.. or tbNe u- fteltl :r, 111111 - aod tbCl the Ja,...,. 

woUld penol.t an e,;:bana:e or ahoe1 1>ot....,.n prlaon caar- . '!'he Jall'ft••• han 

tltraiabed a ..,.,.,. ..u -t. ot aott l>Ul ...-, wt th1& b -.pla aa 

Onl:r about s• .... pb:raic:Ul;r able tc 11M the tur o I. aan ~'le tc ~la:r will 

,.t a "oct one CJ">!''rl11111t:r a - . 

Tbro\ochout t~e tiM f ... at t ia cup t.hGre W,..... DO udicinea 

an lal>le ln the b. it.&l , d1c! the Ja-- el"' U the 'll1l1 "ina led 

Crou to tlanl.ah 1ZVf =til ebortly 1>c!ore rq depart,... . .en thia 
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one voup or euppllu troa Jlan1la -.-riYod , lncludio; qullllne , t.ho Ja ......., 

-'.d not perait H to be ... paeked add ... ed for •-tiM, clul'1.q: wbiob 

tiM 11A11i1 died ot ularla- Una cooald bne been NYed bJ t.be 

~. lib.! 1 t.rriYed 1D cap t.bere.,.,. •- nltat.MuQle and~ 

1D u.. ~ ot !riYate 1nd1Yld..ala, -t.l;t A.rrq boe-:l.t.al c.,.,. .. n, who 

Md appro~ted tl\ .. a e uppllea f'l'<a the boapl tela in "'at.a&D or Correcidor 

and Mel not returned theolwben the hoe i t.ala won roostabliahed at 

c.banatu.an. !be .. ..., were aelllr.c the lledlcice for four dolla,... • pill . 

Otwl.ouslJ t.beJ ebould be \.reJlted 110 be~ter tJ\an the Ja-.. , .. 1n errect 

t.beJ baYe ea•ed lou of the u....., ot MtO' of their C<M~tr,..n bJ ho&rdiac 

staleD lledieice. 

nw aoet ooaaon dlaouee .... ularia add ciJsentery. Tha aalaria .... 

' '""rall J incurred ill :kt.un alX! claa to laclc or Clulnl.no , ~ .. pa ,...,..ung 

1D - t r tba c:aaoa . 4hcre haTe bee" a lar o nulll>cr o! caaeo ot ""rabaral 

ularia, alaoet. alw~ t at.al u the _.. coa.iote or intra ... .,.,.. inJ..,ti~ 

or Q'll1n1Do, ,..... or wh1c:h was na!l•'>le . 11!bether the ccrcberal Ml.arla 

... ca .. ad bJ t'req..ent raoc:cure.ac:. or t.be or<laary aalaria or wlletber 1t 

1o a die tinct t,)'pa '""''lT doct.ora wua in dOIIl>t . the dysentery .,.,. acquirad 

troa c!rinki~ polluted - tor h-011 ~•:- 'nllon on tha ll.ll"Ch out or 

S.t.a&D and pollut.ad - hr at Cap O•Donnell , and 1a trannit t.ad i n t.he 

.,..P bJ tha pnaral ...,.aDitary conditiCilW. 

n..... .. ,.. ....ara1 arron.a to ••cape ~. - all bJ onl.iat.ad -

.,..,.J't t or t.be or1.c1nal ottcrt •doo bJ l.hrwo llaYal lese:rra ott1ooro; 

E'Mitna Barry, '1'1rk, and :...!born. n-a t.hrao lett, nt...'>er t..., • cal*d, 

t he lllrh t that cabeftat u.an...., tirat t riled . '!'bore wera no llrhta , o f ences , 

no IOWiter and very lltUa nardin d""" l and aaeapa wu air,ll7 a .. t.ter 
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or 'ftlk:lnc orr. Alter t.llrM ont.hll thNe t.hrM orttccra turned th-.ely• 

1A, in e 010t.Mrn Lwlon, bec&Yae t1w7 ....UMd t.hllt 1C t.M7 dld not do eo, 

the nll~ would bne turned th- onr to the Ja -· ani the J>UDI"'-MMt 

been 1IUdl h&r11her . All other 1D<Iidente or .. cape han been or indirtduala , 

ani thele M D "'"" all turned back in within • opeco or two WMkl . Ilene 

or tlw" Abon •ntioned hal l>Mn executed . Tbe elll.hted .,.n were beaten 

up ani poot. to hard lal>or ln clla1nl . The otticue ,.... cont:l.ned onl7, md 

required to reed •tat_,ta or th81r anrrlenoe• on the outeide, end to 

108I<e apeeehee 011 tl\a f'utilitt or eecape , to all bands in the pr1aon ~· 

About t<e~r 30, Lloutenant Colonelo lJ.oyd BiW and Reword llreit-

..,. , with Lleutanant 11 . D. OUbart (c .l .c . ) u. s . a .Jt., att.pted to eacaoe . 

tbroiiCh an unfortunate accident and the loud !lOUth ot Colooel 11~,. t.!l­

• n wre a pprehended b)' the Japanese 1 tortured ani executed . Tho detalla 

or the tre.t.oent b7 tho Jopancu will be rela ted alol\'l w1 th tl\a a t roc1t1n 

c.-l.tt.ed. llbile tboeo three ""re crftlln& in oiQI!le tile, .acb arsod with 

a alub , alan!; a c!ltoh 1i!>1cl\ lead UDd.r t-he OMp' • barbed wire t't.ncoa , an 

anlloted 11&0 niCIIId Tonllll (u .ul rtean !0<1tball Jl.a7fr h-aa 1ot.re 0..) 

c....,nced to uri.rute 1A tbia ditcb i notMcl or the re;ular lat.rine . Lt . 

Col . B1a&o , upon bailll urinated upon, roae in a ra.;;e and turned to on Tonelli 

with hie club , loudl7 cure1ns a t the u.. Tooelll reruted a ...a called tar 

help. Tbe l.:aerican p riaeter ~ cae t o lWo ...U~ IN\ _.. cnahla 

to aubdue the three otticen and e- other Aao riune tr.. the llYilla 

barracke took a hand. . The three orticera ware tinall7 aubd\1811 &Del lead 

""'1 and durina t.hl.a ti•e the Ja~ .. cUllrd outaide tha renee had """"' up 

abr ... t or the - or eotion, but r doubt 1l a eura1c1on that. an uca?e ,.. 1c 
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proca u wu liJ'CIUIIed , Upon arrinl at ._..r1can Hudquartva which 1a 

in ahoutinc dhtanoa o! J,,.... .. S....S~, Lt . Cal . &iep wu rmoc 

and r-.'tt.LII& al>ollt bei"' ato"':** and .. 1.,. t.l> t 1t -. t.'>e duty o! Uta 

otber &Mri- to help Itt. •cape. 1'ha J&f*DIM Cap Co-•ndar, Lt, 

Col , IIOri , WU r;hi"' &OM inatruotiollC to t.be "-rt""" CUp C-..!ar 

lla jor 8 , J , S..,. ( poa1111 u Lt . Cal , ) and whon hoarlna the 1'\aplill told 

S.,. to to out and Wke care ot the att&l.r , .l.t about tl\a ti1110 SaT arrind 

Lt . Cal, Bier- oludod ble captora and duhed o•t into Ute darlmeea . 'Then 

a guard caDiJtt up w1 t.b Itt., 1\a 1lTitl t.<od a alub tra. the cuarc! and tvoec! on 

Itt. .-1 n, but wu nnally 8llbduecl w1 t.b a.ldi Uonal aid, llron beiQI 

rwtW"DIICI to t.ba pr•enc• ot !.aJar S.y he ~ed ~that he, 1·.•, wu 

MU1or to s.,., Ulat 1\a,.... requl.red to .. car- 1t poaail>le , and t.bat 1t 

wu Say'o duty to auiat biJI , Diu• uaed ouch loud l.&nJua.o• t hat the 

J ap&neao , who nro no alertly llatanins, were able to pick liP t.ba wol'd 

•ucapa• aa'taral UMa and aee!n'd.l.l\':17 ate oped b to t.be a!!&tr , Lt . Col . 

I!Qrl told S.,. to aand - of these th..""M .rnoara into h1a !or c;.et.1oii1Jlc 

and Uta ot.bar two • .,.. t........S .,...,. to J6paneM Cll'l"da· t'ntortunataly, 

Lt . Col , Bil;a wu the aan cboaan to be •nt in !or q,..t1onift1. R&d 

he bad the be&Uftl up by t.be Japanaaa which the other two raee1Yed , r rl\apa 

ba would have not. been ao oheaty when h' laced Col . llor1. He 'read ofte 

Cal . llor1 and told Itt. that be wu not. auppoaocl to taka an:r action a;:ainat. 

Ma, 81'1:11 , tor atteapt.lnc to eury out ida duty of Ne&ll1nc and t l'.at 1! Col . 

lla.ri did eo, attar the war >a woJ.d . .. to H that Col , or1 cot tao!.ed . Tba 

eaqual or all thil) wu tort....- and .,.,.,utioo. •'hare 1a but 11tUe cloul) that 

bad it nat been tor 81r ·a • loud Yo1co and arr<>~:&nt attitu.IO, t.na at lair would 

....,.,. ba•• c,_ to tha at.tent1 on ot the Ja panne aut.bor1 t.1u . 
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h ad4Hl oa, all of t1ooro 'lObo ll 'N4. ln the barraolta In •h1oh theM 

u..... ort1 .... ba4 - qurt.red wro oont1ad tor a per lo4 or thl r i;T 

a;ra, were eot all- t. ,..... """ U4.\t1caal too4, roool n &1117 rr-

rrt ..... or l M Yo 'be liolll4110& to bathe. !boT oollld p to the IIM4 u4or 

pard. lo other retaliator)' _....,., wro taltaD. 

Ia Oetobar, lt41 tho Japaaooo inaupratod a poll.,. to roduoo the 

..... r ot prt eonore 1D .... b7 - • other tbaa otan&Uon and eieluloaa . 

Iller• ... a -u v-ap or about 10 . .. .... , to .,. ,... rr- a.. 11 t. 

-rk ill I'Utortoo. About 100 oDliotod MD t._ Cup f 2 ,.ro ant to 

..,. or 1000 aad ODO ot 400. Thee• wro to bo ott1coero aad _, a.Ulta . 

YO)'&COJ &Dd for tho HOIDd l r&llp, 1D ad4ttiOD to tho 100 YO;ra&O• \h., 

aloo bad to be teohailiana. The)' ototod \ha t tho 400 would 10 to Japan 

aad the 1000 t. Oano. I do not ltDow tba naot Duaber that ,.re C>al1ed 

ture -. appro-t.l)' 11, 000 in C..-tuaa Cupo , tDoludiiO& UOO 1D 

tho lloopl.tol. !lie .Ia,..... .. indioated that C.., fZ -llld bo aboUobed and 

tbare would be alto&other onl7 about 6000 lett a\ C.., #1, 1nolud1QC tho 

boopl. to1, *•" '"-'>otaro w ro ettootod. I have ao tnro .... t1on oo to 

-t llappeaed att.r \he tbouoand - croup lett Caap # 1. Oetober ze. 

1M2 bu' l-ob ao DO other prhonora arri'N4. at DaYaO botwoD that 

oloewhero in tho Pldllpplneo b7 our &uerrUa opi u , I au\ID& that oi \her 

the .Iapan•• Ua.ndonod the plaa, or ooat approxlatol)' 6000 MD prtaonoro 

t. olapaa. 

!lie \rip trea llaA! la to Dano required ole,.. da.J• """ -. - oa 
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about a 1000 ton Brl t l oh ~uil t >woool , !bore wore tOW prloonoro, of 

wbo• two d1o4 01> the .-oJ , 'll'o ... ,., plauocl 111 two hol da . Thero -• DOt 

ro- tor all haD do to llo doYn OTon tbou&b a1 do by ala , w1 th tho re-

ou1 t that - ro-lnod to p-oi a , 1a opl to ot tho raot tllot 1 t raiaod 

'"'">' al&J>t, fho Japll11cao •do 110 ottort to ldontl ty tbl o .., ... 1 ao 

boYi"C prtoon .. o-ot......,. Oil board , fho food -· tho ~at !ley Of Ul bd. 

had oinco bolnt captured oonoiatl nt aiDly or oaDJJod corned boot from 

our can to l!o...y Yard pr•-•r aupplioa . Wo dtoeabarlcod at tho Luan11 Lus-

bor Doclt naar Dano Cl.t y about 0800, Bov..tlor Gtb . Wo woro kept in tho 

aun without tood until ouc o ' oloclt, ~:1•on rl.oo, than lll&l"obod 17 aUoa 

to Davao l'onal Colo~. lie "ro otoppod Moo. llo arrlYod at tho ponal 

ooloQY at 0100, loY.-bor 7 . 

Tho Do..,.. Penal Colo11y woo oporatod by the Bureau ot Prloon. aud 

oontal.ned a bout t110 thouoand. oonnoto . All but 150 ot t booe oo!IYioto 

.. ro tranator rod to tho flllplno PrloO!I near Puorta Pr i nooooa, Palawan, 

'!'he 150 oonYiot o -Mlo wore loft to aid 1D tho _,,_, ot the to.ra wro 

tho tw-arwd or11111.nalo , all of thea boal.ol.c!oo. Prior to t ho ,.,..,. tbl o 

oolOQY •• 1>0t ollly oeU-outtlolont tor two thouoand oonriot o, ~ut oold 

ooDOi doral>l o produce to tho our rouoc!ln;; llll>Abitanto. 

Attor arrival w found that tho Japonoao oxpootod tbl a to bo a work 

.-p a nd there wore uow approxi-tol)' Z, OOO prl.aonoro in all , aa all 

U.rlo&ll prl.oonero oaptured 1D the Vi oayau Ialo.Ddo and lll.ud&llao wore 1n 

the Dnao C...p, Lt . Col. lloriat Cabanatuo.u., t t bo kuew prl.aonore wore 

1111Dtod tor ..,.rk, cl14 oat t &ll tho U.rlC&D Ca:ap Co-"or, wt th the ro-

oult that t be party wbl. cb loft Cal>&natuon w a OOtlpOOod lar,o}y or olclt 

and undool ro.blo poroonnol . Thera wra a tow YOl UDt .. r iJ and in tbe !lo.lo 
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~aelt. 1be Oafto c.., Co-a.cder , Major alla1..,, we nry • "&17 beoau• 

or our pllyalool ooD41 tlon, l>o•n n 1\o Laoilw<l on oll 1\on.S. .,rl<~ =­
leu oetu&U:y 1\oopl talt o... At tl>o t1• I oooop .. , or till tOOO prioono1'o 

&bout 1100 w r. 110rlti~ o.td tbo otlwr 1100 • ro 1D t l>o boopitol . '!'be 

o t ...,rlt, ond o.ll olo~ hod Mdo "'"'ry o ttort to 'brook down tho h>wrDol 

d1 oo1 pl1no bo- A•rh u otti<>oro o.n<l .. , . Thoy ,...,. ouoooo<lod 1D 

t M 1 t o o ~root ow:t.Dt . hliow<l •n or tbo llory woro boo <I old o.houl<loro 

a_boft tho• • o t the Anq tn thle nospeot •• w11 •• ln .uy othera . I 

hoft ooen Lt. Col onolo oDd e-n <!oro ~ to tbo •t• of rorty- ti TO yooro 

rtoe . I haTe pertonally oleaned ovt Japan• •• l atrine• and ,_..,, die-

pooolo. Jo kind or - · " 1o too low tor tl>o Joponooo to 1111~ to Aloerl-

00111 . Althouflh thoro ,., -•h uootu.l ,..rk wbioh ooulcl ,...,, bun <lono 

i n tbo - l' ot plont1D; tho oolo~ tonu, wo ,.ro not oll.....,d to clo tbio 

but -•• 1111~ urmooouary -·· Bad n boo11 ablo to work uootully, 

..,. oould """" pro<luood o11ou&}l rood 011 tlw colo~ odoquo.tel:y to too<! 

ourool YOI, 'but tbo Jopo clld not ...,t "' to 4o oo . At tho tlm!t or w:r 

doportoro wo 1\od ol><ty ottiuro lor;~tnc to turntob 1000 logo onr a 

tbrM-th pe ri od to o. Joponooo tlra 111 llano Ci ty. 'be ovtoulturol 

too1Ut1oo or tbo ., .. p woro oo roduood thot tboy oupplted alJooet no food 

ror our O'WD UN• • • a.tch of what • vn ftl turMd o-.er to the Jap-.nea• 

tbouohoe. Tlwro woro on April 4, l84S, opproJW.toly 250 Joponooo la 

the oaap. 

Vo..t or the Japan••• are olerka and th• &'J &rda are a._1Dly YG\IDI 

roorul te rro,. P'onooao. wltb "" '7 little tro1a1Dg. Tl>oro ora • • - filipino 

odld niatntou who adldDlow ,..d tbo oo"rtot ool o!V' boforo tho wor . !Ito 
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8,.erll1~t 11 a lfr . lloblll, DOt to l;e t r u.ot.cl. tM Allil t&nt ~·r-

._u .. , tr• Daw.o to tM llllllber ot about 20 u .. u u 1110 P'Ulpino 

conrlot 1 pr u ..,t . I ~mder1tand trcca into..-Uon obtallled a bout a ~ 

attar I •- pe4 t hat all 1'1 llplnoe .. ra ..,.,ed out ot tlw oolOD¥ oil ao-

count of the aaoape q d 200 J apo.M1e 10 l dien ...,.,,<! in, but that DO ra-

talla tloa -· taken upon ... r iO&Di o l:het ber the P'lllpi.J101 T-Tad in-

el uded tlw ooDT1at• or 110t, I do not know. 

A .Jal'aa'" " " try bad lllUJ'derad i n oold blood an Ara:t boepital oorp1 

UD -" lleFH l our da y. be/ora I e eoapad . 'l'hroutJ> cuarilla 1pie1 .. 

l earned the .J, ,..._ .. baTe indicated thet they belieTed ,. eeoaped lor U.. 

purpo .. of r;ettl nc cuarillu and attaOI<inl the prioon GUlp ill ratallation 

t or the ...,.der ot lleP'a e , and that • • the raaoon lor t he o.ddi tion&l 200 

At Daw.o the worldnc prieoner• 11Tad in 8 large barraoko. The .. 

barraok• are wooden with 1 alT&Di •acl tin roo/1, while thoao o.t Cabanatu&n 

were al l baooboo w1 th n1po roota . At Dtt.T&o our 11Tll1& quarter• .. ra IIDre 

oraaped ..,,, than a t Cabanatuan . 'there .. re DO raoraatlonal h.oilitlu 

a t all durinc the - 11:. but on S~y attarnoone - coul d pl ay two 

eottb&ll , .._,, llhloh ...... t that nry taw people ooulcl aTer take port in 

~ atblet i o aadeaYOr. 

Oil Bundey, April t, our uoapo -• -de a nd detail• ot it will be 

the • ub jHt o t a epooial en ol oaura • 

-/?-

SECRET SECRET SECRET 

11 

Regraded Unclassified



I ._. the ott1oer 1n ob&rp ot a worlt1ns deutl WIUoh b&rnoted 

oot't .. 011 tho plAD-UODo Major llolb1k &DC! t.o Ani¥ oorpanta. 8phlaan 

Ulll ...,..~~au. uohted • UI'O" tl\lo 4etaU, ol:dob b ool.- ...,~tel7 

I ll otn ..... ot the I'IUIIo: ot Lf.e\lwiiUit Coloa.l. ell .,...r 40 ,._,.. ot ac-. 

n. ,.....,. tor oo az17 a .. htenta -• thet rq pn...,. a1a waa te ... 

tllat -&&Ia -- too4 -. otel.., oo that .. -.ld baUd \If' the ~th 

ot theoe older ott1oero. At t 1rot " had a Jap&Deoe r;uard 0 11 tho detail . 

tnR- the .tap ...... later roduoed tho IIUDbor or c-rd• 1D the Col on;r 

UU. oorr .. detail -• 011e t'rcla WIUoh tbq r-od the prd. It -.. 

ol>rtoua tbat witbout a p.t'CI .. oould prob&bl)' -...o u •• .....,. Ulll ~;ot 

al>o.Jt el.pt hour• -.t otart botoro tho ,.,,... .. touDCI out abo\lt 1t. 

Bar}¥ 1ll oiUJJArJ the throe aulot&nta Ulll I -aood .akin& plana te 

•••PI• 'l!o deoidod te wa1 t \IJlUl wo oould all WJ.ld \If' our h• l th Ulll 

eloo te tMl that 1t wo got ,...,. ... Ou1M& &114 -•• piokod \If' • that there 

-• a t itt)'-titt)' .w.- thet 1~ would be b)' 011e ot our - torooo. 

I ._. able to ro .. 1.,. Mldio - tr• SAD Jl'nlllohoo approld.aatel7 

nwrr other day due to tho tut tbt.t tlwro wu a PUipi ,ao. 011e llr. 

CUdido Abrl•• torMrl7 ~or ot tbe I'IIJ.lli ppi.De laU....t laDk 1ll 

lla'I'IIO CUiY• uollli'Od te ad"r110 •• in tlla b&rTootilli: ot oorr.. . llr. 

Aln'llla ._. a olooo trieDCI or tho .... hto.nt auperintolldant. llr. Juan 

A-.. .uo-. had • Mldio 1D bla "- and a biddom r n •MO" and ao 

-.. able te reoel..,. 8&B Jl'nlllohoo ,.... and pa.a it on to .. no. AbriJa, 

- 18 -
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• t o buil d up our ~th, llajor llellliUt, S.r~ Spi.o~ ODd 1 

tolllld th&t with the '"'or oleo ot OODoidorablo caution w liOill.d bo able 

to OD""r tho ol&pMOOO Ghiokon (....,. aDd reliOTe th• Ot 0,_ Gf their 

cab&rpo. Dw-l.ns tho -'>tho or olazwary, ,.bruary aad llarah, n otolo 

1 3:1 ohlaloou. theoo n uood not oD!y ~o toed ouroolYoo but alao to 

pl~o tor tho oaoapo. 

lD early llarah I wu a pproubed by Coptaill A. c. Bbot'u.r , \1. 3 . 

llari• Corp o, who told • thot thoro ,..r• oix ott ioero 10bo bad boon 

pnparia;; plaaa tor aa oooapo aDd would Uko t or •• to to.Jto cab&rp ot 

th<> pcorty it I oo dooirod, Both ooGapia;; groupo telt tha~ • wollld 

han to r>Dico our oooopo tr- tho lol &nd itoelt by aailboot, ou ww b&4 

DO into.-tion &Tal.lable r&prdiJ1l: the extonoiTO IJU8rilla &OtiTity and 

ra.Uo or ou~~>~, oontact boWoon !llnc!en•o aad Auatral~. 'ill had hoard 

..-ro thot thoro wero OOM guerillao to tho oorth Gt tho - aDd 

fairly olooo by, and - hoped that attor our oaoa,>e we lliuht reooin 

help trOil thea. 

!boo gJ'0'4' intend1J16 to 000&)10 DOW oonoiotod oE tho tollowia;; "'""' 

Lio~tt, c-ndor II. H. WoCoy, U.S . ... .,, llajor ( I:AC) S. 14. llellnik, U. S. A. 1 

ll&jor ( AC) . lf. t . llye&IJ Coptai.n A. C. Gbotnoor, U. S. II. C.r rirat Lieu~ 

taaaDt olaok - .... u.s.ll.c. , P1rot Lieut-.>t lliohaol DoborTiah, 

U. S.II. O.r Seoond Lieutauant (110, ~.)L. A . Boeleno, U. a .A.I Seoond 

Liolttenant (AO) s-uel Oraohlo , U. 8 . Aol Sorpant R, II. Spio~. U. S.A.J 

and Sor&M.Dt Pall!. llarohall, U.S.A . !lu-ouc)l liT. Abrina w 1114do arrangoo~ 

-.to to obtain natin ¢doo and oontaotod B•ni"C"' do la Cr.u and 

sEnmr 
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• fttrtor1o J._..,.,. t01r Wa '1rpooo. flotoP t-..4 -n U..... U..a to the 

'-rrlo ..t•ro • Uoo.,.b~ ... a.l;jr ti..Dol ~r ... r111ao1 w t; Uo lao• l.r1p 

hod be"" - do o 7nr pntY1. .... 17• Ylotor o;>olco TOT"/ 1.\Uo Ea,:;l h h J Ia 

ud 1111 -pn1oa o...,U uooU011t ln&l1oh aa wll u -'"1 u ~vo .U.... 

l oou. loll 1o "" ·-lo ot • o• ~ Upr-vpo. lat.U i o; llt PUlplDH 

ao.1 no a dootor' o a;>prollUu, hn1nc bad oonoldorohlo ozj/<Q"hnoo 1D 

Ul<iac oaro ot bo I'Ulplllo oonoi<l'\a . l>otll ot theM rutpinDa wro -

vl~d ot boalol do . Jo1thor ..a~d ~ tinanoial reword tor ai d. n& uo, 

lY~t oal7 the oppo~ty of ao~ ua to Aurtralla atu1 the aoOUJ"aDOe 

that. 1t euooea1tul in reaoJL..DC Aalr1-.n toroea, .. wo\llcl lnte-roede to 

ol>taia a &rdon tor tlua. 

J.ioo;ato....,t Boolona oonotruo~d a - ·•do ooxtall~ tor • •• atul rr- a 

book oa aaiol>Oe &Dd art1"o1>01111 I -.. ablo to obtain tho nl:ht aooonoion and 

deall.atlllo ot all prtD01plo ot&ro o.Dd .J.oo tho oqu&t1oo ot U... "- a 

boot ot Anq olll'ft)' ~bloo I ....., ablo to obtoin tlla altl~o oorrootlono. 

I oould ooaoputo the rich,; aaoonuoa &lid tbo doalinDUcm ot the """ ODd 

ao t o a prepared to .. v~,ato w1 th rMooD&blo 11111 t.. I abo had a cood 

ltollil-~t •toh 'lllliob bad a hJ.rl7 ooruo~t rato md whoeo error 

I de~rlll.llld b7 .,_,....,."'the •toh W1tb ella u.a ot looal ap~ DOCJI. 

I tolald , w!IOD I finally -• able to cot a U... tioll: b7 radio, U.t I ... 

tlttooa -DOdo ott. 

Captain Shotnor ODd throo other -r• ot the p&r\7 .,,,.. worll:lqg oil 

a pleod.ac detail of wldob C.ptalD llllol'Du •• tooo;>or,.,.117 1n obaPp. ! Ili a 

detail worll:od in vanouo poo.~o ot t tw Colo>Q' aAd ,.,d Illd1an otoaro tor 

pl owl.ac• tholr baalo arM .,.. YIT"J aloao to d>at oootlna ot tl\o Jult.&lo 
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• 

,._ lllol .. - l.rt 
0 

... - .... ·-....... 1b ., ..,,... ..... - -

~ ..,..S.to .S.,.. ot ~ o.1...,. 
n. ,...a.l- or tU:Sa, _, .- or u.. ,.., oql&1,..at &114 .,....u .. 

w -.14 ob-.a •• ..,, too 41ttlwlt. o- et oil!' -ln 41rt10\lltln 

\br......,t \boo -le plu ae w p~t ~r -l- h-.- t1Jid.;..aa 

CNt $11o.\ W 1at.decl to oaM!)O be- , \IDtorti&DOotoly, \boo •ralo or 

- aa eo 1• that \1>0)' .... 1014 t.'N I Opot Wcl •• f'Mll.torc tloa\ OW' 

• ..,.. idlbt brl"C Notrins.- ..- ta.. Por tllie ,..._ , t or •r"''l'll, 

I ae ,_blo to br.ac on ot tile...., a ....,1•'- roetor ot all ,n._... 

tlolro. U w aat out arUaloo ot olot.Mac, b~to. abaltor loalne, oto. , 

lt -.a qiOI.'- poeeJ.blo that o.ar DGt door D&lpbora 110-'14 DOtioo tloooo 

tlaulp. V..llbtodl7 \boor• wro - auap1ol- aro.-4, but tlotre WI 

•t.Mq ,..t1111to -uc~~ to p c. &114 out.s.M ot a r .. -• •tbiac 

---· WI 4oo1,..d to .. .-po on a ........,. • u aa IMidq wo oo· alcl ;o out u a 

cllrl..- -':1"" rart7 taldlls oal7 tlweo - 1..-.. to oaoa;oo aDd u..r.-

1>7 r ocluolna to a alD1a1a tho po11ib1UV ot uv re\aUatioD on tho - ..... 

1-. CaptA!a ._,.. • Plwlac .. toll &1-.,.. - - a a • wortdac 

I'U"V ot tour oa I IJiidll7 to ohul&• U.. VU1"1 looaU..n or - 1rt11ra &114 

to -t.r ~ ao Yoat \Ndr co1IICI ou\ -'-4 eao1to w lfU8Pl010Jl. ICJ de­

W.il clid ""' ~ ""'"" aa ~. ut without o'~"' porida al011 ot 

\ho Ja~a .., tbo ~- ~a;r, I Molded to - tllo o~r olll ""'• ... 

1t - -· cr••tl.o..ol ·-- tlol\ - ....... P'iltc ogt .... build a nl1n aliol tor 

in tbo oort11 pl aatat1011. lit aalootocl llarab • u tho fa:t t• - ...-pe, 

&114 • ...... U w ••--oocloocl ~ -t oqld.~Dt .... !NPl'lioo tlolt 
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ot e aoa.>e It)' ol 

wl:-..taoti·v•r Md prooo.tl.n; to " r OTUieaTUna poin-t. 1n 

to -. lnd ou\ 1t 1..h.o Ja anoae - ar-de at thei r var1 u 

toll JunGl • .\f\ order 

~•··• , Ot" t.he Japa.."'"" 

••• tio0'119r aentt1H, "hD are '" u.L.o~,:.ed w1 t b \.lDoral r a. wo 1l r • " anJ 

then r-o"t" irn4C1 \.I) the oarnp . 

Capt&.in Shotnor ' e .;roup ., 1• •• H&j or ... ye11, l:.ook. .ho1 r o ' pm •nt. 

out 1:0 .;htl l mt1f\": •• aMok" on U,,roh ~!8 ,. .,d 1!'1. I t. y,;aa th• r• J•ll\ into 

f1YO gallon O&nl A.Dil Amak.od ._'"ito 1ft J W\,10 rtOU ...t.O ren .fUVO\UI • olnt. 

Jq party, p l.a Major :lyoao, -k oJT :n r in"" .'>• cotr- l iUlt.a lao 

IWd .. .-,lnd 1t t here. SAturdJ..y ..,rail\, nU "-• lol..,r _;Mr WN 

plaoed in a ':lull cart aJ:Id canJr•d ".,r w .. th &blrr.ll 1.-roe tl"\olllka 'If wh 

wwre oatene1bly tor the , uroo•• ~r oreotl~ a tenco., !n 4a• e ~ JQp.aeae 

ahoul d 1nq\d~ . Ua.Jor t.)re••• • ho wa• the r a.-.Llar h..tl l u.art. d rivur , 

aOOOQj>anl.ed by lla jor 1Celln1k, dro" • thh ~ul l cart noar <.0 J ~>..h 

U\e .;ear lnto the j '..m.-l o . "i"lda "'ull c,. r• tao.! to • • • ...co o. '..hit nk-D 

Ja.pa.DOift M rtry houa8a Y!':!e b &11 oa~ Dft r1ell;" a•.o. -.:.fflt •'- \oO o~ talu 

t ru1 t. • • the bLLll oart \l.llall v carr~ •"' t"rtl t rr " tl"..e ~X.~ l Oll)' ur~ . .a.rd 

to the Ja paneae u~rter~ftt~r . A LJrl• b• at.r a.pl u e ~~• ~ l oed 

on tho rear or tho bull oc:t t.o • • ,.,. 4 Ja, ~•• aent, l•• · 1w • lan 

-rlted wi thou~ a h!. ~oh. 

~bou~ 1100. M&roh 27 . L1e-:Jt« ant i r.ae . k:na1ln •• t.::-. •cr.gwn Prl.noe 

ot SWat." ~e to hi• p rocUTity t.o alap Allo'trloe.na . 1. J.o an llaa)thotlon oL 

worki.n.; par-tiea f or thl n.1r~•• ot •••tn6t 1r th~ ;era ualn l"' ror b1c.tdon 
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t"""" 1D U.. preparaUOD 01' Jw DDOll ::aal . ,U 1100 M i NI) .. OWcl \he 1--
1Joc .t.n.il U1<1 -..olwd \he ut.e ba o ot all -*ora co. h. ut .. U . 

Ia c..pta!J> &hoi"Mr ' o 1».1 WU a ll<l""' bottlo QOAtainill,i 1 ,000 t.ubl0\1 of 

qt.d.a1• a.D4 a-. o~!wr botUoe OJ .. •d!olllie, Wt DO t'on4 . ort.wa~. 

Lleutolla1>\ Boo-. bu • 1 -•&1-~raGk a-nd ILC4 .U.J aot t.l9o 1\h owo,•hlo ... 

oro"'"'cl by the l>"••ouo oC co<tlalno. Attor llo ;>in,; aroWlo.l o.ll ....Wro ot 

\he r l ow!.A,: d<ttaU , Llou~ut lloo.ao lutt L""' u-ot """ I.DI.o C., UI.D 

Carllwr)o, "" Anl1 Cllapl&lA. - -· OoU"1"7 "' - n..--"'llon .,_. ...-nt.a1~ 

1llg blallbto , "'d o1Jior owoplolo~>t oUP'Jl101. Pathor Carl>!trry ••• llo.,._ 

ti.rot anJ d , al»cc ott into the t.u:.a:a '"""'"• 

• • 1>&41 &d4ed r. t. .... r Carbon')' to ottr parV .. - tolt that - wo.wt 

obt&J.n IIW>b DOro oooperatiou tr<e. 11\o J'111plnoo U wo had " C:.tbolio prbot 

wi.th u•. vator~tal)". PatMr C..r"berry wu Wl&ble 'to &OOCJI.,;A'Q' to~~ •• 

on lllreb 31 h. - 111 w111\ ._ltlo c11nntory. 

Oil liat~ lllc;h~. llnrob 27, wo dhoouroO t lat oJ.l band.o would b..wo 

to won: tho tollowlo day l a the rico tioldo, •-t in U.o aaturo of 

a p....Ua..ot tor \be t •ot t!>at L1outenam l!o•- lad to.- -rti.ac U.. 

'-ih ooo~ u.oauthorhed too" t or lunoh. !hio oollj>lotoJ.¥ upoot o11r 

plano tor loa...U.C 011 llaroh 2a and • pootpon.d tbtt da\.e OJ do.-turo 

Wltil A;>rll 4.. _,n, -.>h o. _,. o<Nl-t -. ,_ ·-u 1D\o <be 

jwlj;l• am i t wao oonaiuorod too r1olc;r to try to brl~ io bo.ol< u• u 

tho .l&j.uolo rr.qu..,Uy - Uloro..:~> inlpeotl""" ot ott1ooro o..W.' bo.ok 

hoa .. n:, to ...U. u re t<at thO>)' are ,.., ca; ).in;: 1A trut t , tboro -• 

ooMldor .. ble rille i n tl\h • .U~n~ lto.!Ds; tou.nd •• naturally H -• 

DDt .,.,., t ar iota tlw J""''l• ... d pooplo do rou u t-.r ao ,.. ,.cl oar 

oq:d-t hidd-. 
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pw whoro tho Jopanooo oo11t17 t.d to obook ... ~ •• ""'ldtoc Jl'lrtloo 

o~¢ I lad t o - o II(( ;:.>"OJp o au ~n tn. dlrooUon Ol tlw ootroo plaato­

U on wAI.ob -• o 010•lw to tMt 1a w!IJ.ob I deolrod to , o , and I took o 

ohort out on tho •1 w'\l.ob b.ad boon n~rotoly torblddon tM prflio\UI clq 

'b7 o O;>eol.al or4er froa th Jo.-eo. • V .. n duclcecl lnto OOOOJr.lt CJ'O"O 

and workotcl out • 1 11&0:. to t."'• :>O•at w!wro w oould oroao tho -.lJI ..-.d, 

leoo tbon c;o yordo troa wh • I odc1Jally otor~od. There wao "" ool'tbly 

but al~ ,. ,,..,..,.s " tbla 20 :rardo o• tho J&p oontry 1lho oow ""• be 

oold uotbln:; . Thlo orool 11l,l o lld 1.ot tln" out ol \be aain co"'> "1\b 

3\Jr oq d purnt -. probably \be l .ueot b~~&ard oncounl:erDCI. 

At tb1a ~oint I will ln..or t on a&ot 00~1 ol dq-\o-<!q ...,,., wbl.ab 

I jotte~ dom1 / rca A,>r11 4 unUl Jo:.t,y 1&, 1 noluoho. 

LO O 
ol Ex;>ed.l. ticm Canumded \1)' 

lt. u. loCoy. u . ... to- c · M.er , u . ..... ..,. 

ll:l'll!'1tS 1 

LloutoJI.IU>t c-ndor 11. ll, NoCoy, 11.... lla-.y 
J:Ajor CAC) I . 11. llol l.JI1k. U . a .A. 
llaJor (.I.C) 'II. • • ilyeoo 
C..ptaiD A. C. :Sllo!'nor, U . ~.K. C. 

P1re t 1.1•"'""""' Jaolt u ... td'""• u. r..w.t. 
l"'.rot Lieutenant llichael ollorrlob, • .1 .1l. C. 
~oond Uo14ton&llt (AC, £Ill. ) L. A. llo<llno , U. S . A. 
Cooond Ll•·•...,n&llt (!.C) ,_,.1 Craoblo, ~ . S. A. 
terc•ant .. . s. Gpi elaan. • . A • 
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.. r~ Paul Jforolulll. U. _\. 
leAlii'O dot la Cr us 
Y1otor1o ~ 

A ·r11 • - at <00 t ht't • n -.."" ot II oth'l'MI u a •eorr. r..taU. • 

ootoa.lbly to b~l4 a rain ~lt.ar. 

Cl'to without o...,...nt . C& •t . "'ho1'Mr t ollo,..d ahortl,y •hor.afur with 

r-11'11111 \bro.o .Mor1.e "" u a lo ~ tleto..ll to .abUt atMra . Tll.la 1a 

a ,..&ul&r ·~ Mt&U ud oxc1tod no - nt. l'8l'AI - Jq C""' ..t. 

llbohwr' o at '>l .,...r ' o a'laolr ud !'••-clod 1Dto J...,.;lo -ro • u-blod 

oontry oou.ld opot u.o. I) ...- O'frl-nt -• ln Jorploro.blo oonJl~C>O. 0000 -

Ylotor .1-.ruD& a ..-r aJ ~at -· wl. thoat leD cia la Cr wo . A "'r tiAtl)' 

the)' ..,ted to -.co oorta.iD .. roo.ll)' -t to OJIOO.~. no tor rot~ 

to cot l!on. 'l'I10 twg or tn ... o.rri ... d al.o~t 1030, dur>.D~: whl.oh ~lloe · -

ot ua hod a f ew """"II)' _,.,to l'Gr 1'ear the Jl111v1nGI ll&d lut u.o dawn. 

1010 - Started tcr ~&· At'tor 0.1t ZOO yo.roia, Vioter, t bo t;lddoo . 

""'"""'"tty loot tho trf-U but Co>ntin'.IOd .o t;ro..,...l at r a.nd<a or aboo.1t 

1/1 holD' . S. th8l a.mlttod llo -.. lc: o~ . l daolc!ood tCl t ra .. ol lorth by 

pooe o r co "' Borth ..... "' cot .... u o.wa:t tr .. tho ' oual Col ony. 1800 -

Ito pad tor o1jl)lt. Tro'f•l -1 booe1t .tttiou.l \ •~4 &"tUn .-.·L•r all tho 

o.loar, the l>o.nk t o ,.,... a -a bel"" t ha a u-r .. oa . ...dloaa to .... u ..,. 

we wr• all wet, " t• aleo ,. ~ ned. ao1t of tJatt a.tternoon. Made oaap tor 

SECHbf 
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...... en- pa ' Al....,...w uool v. • •••--. .. n ar 

- -'• --. - III.P' .. - ........ ti..... .,. -- ...... briac 
- Jl1cb1: .. thll1: . ... ot ... bf,d ..... 1:Ulo ill it bJ -..Lnr;. ... ..... 

ate l/t ..., ot darllltod J.JO wl.1:h ooltl rioo 'betor. "U~ oar -,. 

too<l o1 noo b.-ldut, 

April II -~· 11p at- md ate l/2...,. ot oornod boat --. 

Started em aa llanltri7 ..,.... .. tonorill& V. llorth. e.uolu r;o~ tlii'Mtl¥ 

llor1:h •• -.a1c1 M." to pial< up a trail to llullki 1" oi'Mr to l ooate .,...._ 

eel'ftl, ani o.1'ter V1otor' o 1111 Ual tl1"1'1&)' ot 1pranM1 I ..,... .trail~ 

bot alcht aloo the traU to llaalki. llhilo J.t wo - But, we •r• •r-
1:&1n t o oro•• 1:bot ro.llrood. 'llihiell aeyona oould rooopJ.n, &Od tbot" _,.1 

up tho raJ.lroBd. Arter about t.. hour• tra...,l w got into a - · 

it ~~ - o01114 aoaroel,J tranl liO ;yw.nlo 1n an hour. Ben &Del Vlotor 

l od the •1 bJ wttin; apa1:h. wbllo • .,.. ot ua oarrlod 1:holr paob. 117 

1.00 I -. 0011j>loto1:y eahaoutod, and BOat of 1:ho otllot'a w1.1:hl.D 10 lllaatoa 

ot tho - ·~-. I bad -D t .. liAil 111 troa tho t:l.aAI I a-·· ,, 

1400 wo b&..-ol<od about 10 -to• ..UC to a •laoa wber e a lOlio l arge 

by -ter and Jl.IDill• •• wre 8111 abl e to buil d a t1A CIID top or tbot lo& -and bad ricoe with 1/1/ot ocoraod "-' eaoh. Aleo bot tea. 'h buil t a 

Mille atnaotur. Cor ol .. Pitll aboYo the ftter aDd turned in. 1800.. 8a&rd 

w.J.atal<able lauMI of r Ltle IUU IUlOhl.Da 1:"" tint to the no~ &Jill 

ll<>t too caotoust, perhepo II or II lc:ll ... toJ'I , 
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&jwU • - "'"*-7• All 1&4 al ... ..U u- _,.. • UrM. ... I 

r~• o.L • ...., "' ..rpn ... .. -..-.... -...,. ""~ • .,.. 

----~ -""""- I IIHldH to.,."' \lw ~ boJ>.llll te 

ebu u.. - · wblob drtJ.nM 110 t.>o ... -...._ ...,_ ~. t en IOp1a. 

Ate e hot bre&lttaot .t oat.••al -..1 o t.arW<I ""' t .. l1"1 -" '-""r tlaaa 

U.. •r..,iou dao.J4• .tart OD ool<l oo..- bMt. Iae-o!. ~ all lll>rtJI& 

Wpt.l>er oloorl)'o all b\1\ thrM Uto whUe - · t~ ~ ~ .. 1fq 

"'""'P without pa... thio -~ ..., tar leu t:ll"1n• aad altout 1100 

tMo uau w -• cnte the n•ilro.d ~.-..u ...tv-at .. .,,.. joT. Ja· 

fte til.•ti<>D oM- Oi'tla tiL ........ ~ tnTOl 0 iDolllll.lq wbat - arM to 

l>tt ~into ot e olap oM.. ' oool'lii '1)7 • tiM - l'1Up1Doo aBd 1~. llptelaa 

wont alw..S to r<>oonnoitMI elb U.. " "' - -P f • tae Di&)o\. lpielaa 

,.....,tl7 ooou;.i•d. •• had bot toe aJI4 ool4 OOI"Dod. Met tor ..;>,.... 
llo&ilt t._ wnal rtruo\we t<>r •1 .. ,1"'. Mlt.J-.r• .. llldk ond'twteol a """ 

• It - u.. l olt bad. •W• ... """ • bole. 

A,rU 1 - W-eolq. V a\..._-_,. way at - •· 'Ill- .......,. 
nat. ..., otra!tbt <10,.. u.. 11. P. tru~ao. '"""" det1A11le ..n-•• ot 

A panooe pr•••""• a~ - u... - aa b....,... aaalt llol cliq ~ ooolllM. 

FO\Itlll too ali:>• ot . :!03 oal . _.,.1\latl at1o1 wnoioM w ... ,.. Mar t"" 
• ••,.. ot U.. tiriD:; IMiard llo...S., a.\pt. 8\c>,>~>od M&rl>)'0 aboltt tift 
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-.. oa ....,... be o.ad -., ou~ed PUlplnoo .. ,.led nah otllor olall • aol7. 

the - nan••• dl-- ,.,lokl.y , altllotll;h Dyeoo oolled to t.'-.. Al'Wr 

-oo\ womt up R.~ . tn:olr abo.rt. l loo. OJtd -t a na tln o took 118 to 

tho ho,_ ot a ool cUar of U.. ""'rUlu. "'bilo rmnoro • ro oat ahM4 

f'ar ~ ·~ ..... • -ware P."'f"ftD •14:•• ri M a.rd ._...,... . U.r11t I ate -r 

ti rot Laloot (! or thoa) """ t'w,. -r•n•t- ... all . • " tNocl """ 

•.b&••d her e . Aftor • 00\Jpl.e ol 1\o.a.re a,t.. Caai&Do do .~~ ... , .. ,..d. 
with p1otol drawn. llo ••-d alnon alo.,., but artor ho oatlotied la1.. 

oolJ: tho~ ... ..... A<wrioano and no\ ddo ot tho Japa • • bout 50 or blo 

aol dlw• a-,ranc tnY~ tlw wooU, At:JW t.ha tb• t-.r ot an enuuah ._, oYer. 

All w.re ar-.4 with ••tllllr rill•• or r 'Yol•era. m.... t.J lA "r. 1Jio1ude4. 

S~, Qui&Jio, lJI tho fu~o \o bo roforrf'd ~0 U 0 81!; ~0)'0° 1o I llTI.q pi O• 

t.uro ot t.M -tlcn pio ..-o 1clooo.1 or t;;,o o1 tt· lwartod Lau n.-Aaorioo.ll bluldit, 

lObo prot ooto tho peon, and 1o ononll.Y pla,Yod by 1.oo c.rnuo. Blg 110)' 

1o aunb yowttar than CUrlllo an.t beo o very •"'::''ti~ aile. * •-
onr J.,-104 100 ooo uo. Bo lad u to ~ .. and wo ooout,lo I a ~111ld1A& 

in tho ...,tor ot the arrt.>, """' 4- llrp --.~ t or •• · 1'be ont.iro 

c.arr1o po;><>lltlon pt.berocl tiL r o t.o . ..... ue unroll our r;....-, oto. 81& 

8o)' -do all arro.n,:-nto tor o u- - '!It 1ah wu oarr i ad to _.. t • • ..U.o 

<Idly. ~ poopl o IWdo ,:i.tto ot nbiokeno and •1111• to uo . o woro bop..,. 

nl.q oo , ot tho ... ,..rita ot tho> juot.ly taaod l"il1l>1DO hoopltaHty. !hoao 

l>"'l'l• did not han plenty tor ~., .. .,h .. , ur ;>roaeuco Zll!il>~ r• an retalla­

tioa •;>on - t-7 t.._ Ja? •• r. U..7 wore noat. -~r t o oh&ro U..lr r­
llhh ,.., • o oto~¥ad boro tmtU """"t 0800 .t.prU 10, leoa '-""" 10 .u .. no-

- 28 - SFCHET SECRE 

Regraded Unclassified



• 

........ n. lap .a\peet at .Aftfhep= ... • Nut ll ll&lee lllrU.. ,..._ ... 

1'11.- O.V• fe\ w hd DO teuo tor .,..,. -an V • tlhll • hent -

~ -~ , .. ,ren~.- l6>oWoy a .... r or Jap eoldJ.wo ,._ .. 

eolao9' --...... a 7111plloo patrol a t II• ,..._ the apo -• loolrf'll 

tw • • 1'h. PU1pi.DDo roj>On.d U..~ t»7 !lad U MD apillo\ II .,.,., 

.,.;"tore4 "" loa ... 1U1cl UUod 10 .Ja~o. 0.. or the - rU1t~llooo ..... 

- capt. .Jyaoo -'• r U 1 • Oldd he att•<lptod t o r ire 011 b1ao but U.t Ilia 

rUlo lld.ot1red. llo thoyt OJ-•• -- a .lap. ""' """ - or ~ ........ \eel 

to '-~olr leaclar tlat 100 J•~• were o..Uar:a 

-'pr11 10 - S..~. 01100 1ott L!.opo~; tor "'-• 6 llu •• an1.'fi'll 

at lOll, W. ..., ... ;;llicled L:y ICf.. Aqu111DO ~lad. Llaa waa to,..rl7 

~ u At.u&. It ia a , liiJltatl• a ~ b:y llr. n.r... Jel-. no.. 

ia a aupr a1ll hare. Mr. bel d• waa ••7 hoepltal>la . For 1..- w ... 

a 4riJolo - tr .. •.......- - w.'lioh looloo<l u4 ""'t.od lib ....,. looR ,.... 

...,.. ,.-rt'l&l. Tho t- ho.-. -• -U•11t1 and - 11&4 ~orlt r.... a ,._, 

&1- to uo ~ U.:; llo7. Trlecl •w "or bn ktut aDd jllaa\7 o· ohl..._ 
A;>l'U 11 - lllmdAI.J. 1000. t.tt to a..;.ao, 6 looo. ~. arrl~ 

to a -.11 IIIU"l<ot p1aoo ..... , .• all bo.!ldo nearl>:t lad ""tl\ red, n.r. wu 

~""'• oto. , ..,., - .. h 1 ..... thoro. Attar 1-...ll • ra-....a -
I 

a..p.o, l'io- lop O..li" ~ IIJ1d -~ 110 to Ia~ llhero - .__. 
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Law fta tor 110vt.n; on. 

- oo.,_..,.,.,., ~ C•pt. Claro 0 . Louret. . During the _,. bo """"*'lclot4 tho 

OODtaine & great oajority or Yol wrteero . l.t o. RiTer& and Tuvillu Will 

t&tor 1D tM diatriot. wh.loh he a.thlniat.ra UDde r a1U tary l..._w.. A cert&iA 

portion ot hia ootr.;ancl tU.la the aoll , wulo the o""'bora p:1trol. . In add.-

rood per wok tor tno oolcliora. '!'hoy are vo17 nlliDt w do tide •• tl>o 

J a p e are kept out. tn order to attain our objeot.i .. a , it •• alnoot 

eoeanti.ul to C<lllt.&ot C&pt. I.aureta and obtaln hio oooper u.l.on. On AprU S, 

A a 1 t t. .Jrl\od out. he W""a vnry aliapioiou.e , •• tho J apa had b.eon \l.lin.., all 

typoo ~ 1:<-l oiCI to ononar• hla. l!e MV'K evontually to IAP""<i"t;an whore 

w ..,t I.t a . Rhera and fuv.l.lla 011 'l'uooclq, Apt•U 1~ . Tboy roquooted per-

111a•1on to c u.cl.De OW" ,rteot.l , ... Capt . JA.ureta ft.nted to bO oort&1n or 

unnooea1ary. Bav~ !.&tiatiwd hiaoolt aa to our 1d.euUt.1••· Rivera dia-

S. 11 Tory pl-•Mt and wi.lllu;; to uooporato nth ua in OTery _,., I I.ad 

tiro cO\tra~• at action tD ohooae !'roe... Piret: -.. a '1- d.ct.y hUm ::.o Cat.eol oQ. 

tho Saot Ce>u t nt>ore 1 wo.Ud try to •~ouro a o&ll.l.n~ TOoool, ond bBTo 1'1. 

-.Jo-
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• ,...n~ t or a Q-ip to .. ct..s-. ......,. _,. .. •• u I or ~ 

vt., by walld.JliS and -., to .~~~para, juat abort ot llllto.a. ,rorl.Ddal 

• p i tal ot ..,......,, a t the -uth <>r u.. Acu..., rlnr. 4t '-"'>• w -

pee- to be able t<> o""taot the ll&l.Jl eu&rllla C, P,, w!Uoh 1JI lD ....d1o 

ooataot with OJI!l. A...-J.la, &o_,..U..~ to a l ot. .. r writton ll&rah Zl, 

by L~. 0<>1 . lloClub. U,II.A. tt ao, - wo.ald aat t.b<.t a ...-,.,.,. piQit 

ua u;>. juat before -no! a r; 1utr return trip to htor t....o . It uo IUIIDIU 

trOll t hlo q<>artotr , w oo\lld etUl - an S.at Coaat port and t ry tbo 

o r1!11m1 '"""-• 'l'huo 1o 110 ,..4 to • .,_,....,. tbo ~1"01 one! o .oa of • ..-. 

oourea. I daol<W<I em tho ... a d ""'"• and Cl&pt. Lauro\& h - bua1J.1 

Oll/:Ot"'i &rrepDjl for Ollr IUP?llt'O &JW1 OUCIOdorOio 

April u - l"r1<1'1)'. ~. Do-.ornch be- 111 1a the &J't.arnooa. lllo4 

A, r11 11 - U.t~. SO ,;ra . qulalao to ll.1.ke (Lt . t'oborr1ch) 1a 

torobooO. l!o 'f'onl- oll ~. ll&<l tnor otill 1>\<t no~ oo hl.;h. 

A;)rll 111 - 8~. Jo qulalao tor 111ko. lllo a)'lli>tou DOt t booo ot 

•lu1a, p~CJUlarlT 11hl.ch he hU h-.1 """"rol tilloo 'botoro . oa A¥• be 

laa t he *tluo• &ltho"f:b 1t oo, it 1a <littoroat typo ti:'OII ouro 1a tbe 

Statoo. Claft hill DOthlal but aoplrla, be baa ao a~potl to, 'foc~<.y ia 

•rbt do.YI witnoo...t eonral OOGltl.'i;bto in 'Uo be• on oD8, and 1101\o 

llad a danae 1a tho o- trOll 1100 to 1~. Attar <11DD8r, <laaolJ>c aoa­

tlaued 1:y tbe ll&ht ot .. aleon tull - · a -utltul llit:Jrt , 

&p,.U 10 - lloll<lq. llilte -.. lwnl n& hlo ooold.eo aloout 0630, but 

ato a cood 'br akt&Jot o,t 0800, A t at bull oarabao .,.. killed. The - t 
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• rill 'be bM<ri17 aalt.ed and IIUJioodr1e4, and rill t.beft keep about J ...tho. 

'l!Uo 18 tu:rthn proor ot tbo a~ ~tl' ot tile Pilip~. 

c.ra'baool are tn and rar be- in ~bJ.Ji arM, ud tllia OM •• llrouibt 

t'rCIII MYVW.l ~rl a-.q. ltnou&b or tba dJ'1ad -t will be ,.... 

t&1necl tar a poeoiblo t rip l'.T ·~ neael . lftaant 11¥l1o&t.i..,. 

are that 'ft will lll)t depart Wlt.il hclnaltdq, tt.a 2lat. 

April 20- Tw!eda.y. ~tiD'• health 1o IIIUDb bet~r. riM cupd."""e 

arriftd witt\ II\.IPI)lleo . e rill ......,.,. with us about 20 live ch1elce¥, 

U O lbe. d.ried .......U..o, S d"""" -..:• aod pl .. ratl' or rioo . Acquired a 

loU, .45 cal. reYolYer todq. Spent lut enni»:f •i.nsina """&~' ~ 

Davida •- YC7 oort7 to have WI 10 arad i.lre. David nbod IJOJlT ten.ro . 

t:a , too, talt. bedl,y about 1t., u tbey bad ,.., our nry ioocl triande. 

llr. DaY!d hiked with uo. At Caaop ViC't.or, Copt . tauret.a•o poot betore 

eurrerader, ,.. atopped tar tuln ftlUI to nit tor t he 'lm>ou . r e uaacl 5 

baraou in all. Tbey ...,.. pWJ.ad, pu.shad, or poled up t.ha L1~ 

Rhor, .S.pan!•nc Ill""' tho depth or -tor. !be GID'J'Oilt. 18 <!1.11~ otrq, 

a bout .:1 _. 4 lmot.a. Stopped a t DOOD tor lUDCh at a Chln••n'• plaoe . 

Our chow bed be ... prepared at DaY1d' 1 ao bad cN.,y to be bee ted. riM 

Chl n••n bad a ldnd or rioo 1rina '1ib1oh -llod terribl1 &Dd toted 

llko k•-· ra juet couldra' t t.al<e _.. thaD a aip, olthouab t'be 

en•••" 11ot qv.1ta clruDJc. 1.400 • 'Ollder ,.q ap1n &rad otoppad at 17.:10 

at Florida, a t...r ....u. O&llp or Laurota'•· s.re •• wore pve an 

•-la ot bow 1'111pinoe can throw thine;• topt'ber. In "" t.1M at 

all they 'bed bQilt. a aaroiceabla table , ••l:'YOd cot!ee, and t.boa rica 

"""- .. t. All t 1Mo in tbia lee eo tar are Z.... • 9 . Darlca .. o 1a 
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~~ara. .. 1AI abau\ 1900 anCI """" at 0600. • • cll..d """ co .,....,. tu 

Wq. I~ 1AI ....r1 lw.J'd trorlt ~ tk- 'tamu upet.reM. 0111' 

J'"rl:r -sn. or J6 1D .u. 
#)?1'1l 22 - ~. llreakta.et, at. 06)0, or riDe, eon ~ 

ec:-1 _t, .,...t.ablN &ad co-r... ~ ~ at fTI4S. r-e .,.. ..ad.~!~ 

better Jl"IC"M tocla;r, II<~.,. 'baw • l on,. llaul 'betOYe .,. arriw at 

Lt . Ri.,.....' a oup. The rl,_. batt. 1.e WJ7 racli;T. I dOOl't - ba. 

the - I ·- ..,...;e to 1lllll< all dll,)' Oft thea, p 11h I "i or pul.l.1nc U 

U,., ao. ,.._., a but. i.JI'ba'bl. ted \;7 • o'baraoter oall.ed locall,y 

"Jlt.lla\a c:o:....u• 'beoauM oC to.. c!eo'ded n-~. lie r..l.l; '-• 

1AI ...,. ....s.ate.., """t!cwll7 ... teet.~~, eto. pr.¢ 20 1'JU'II 1a tM 

Stet.u, blat tor Ule put 8,...... u.,.-.. 1D the 3=cl• wi\b a 

onq -tai.D •-· tile ....ta1n people, oalled At.u, .,... -­

Ch:rilrt..iuw, Spc¢'ant, llve 1D t.ne boueea. At WO ato; I'*' tor lunob. 

ll.od riDe, ...... table•, ob1obn, h-eah t.oratoaa and oorr... tlllder ~ 

at 1.415. l'ulled MWr<al tree ~.. I 8UI"e -.ld l1l<e to talol a 

IU.wra. I • ~to t1llll la8e o1dllaaU. u,. wnt t'\lrt.ber 

u..c. llut ...... - t1llc! & larp .. u .. ~ • ....., ~·t and ob1o ...... 

wUh aur riDe. l!rs. 111Y'IInl 1.e bere Uld two or three other-· 
Tbe7 _, ~~en into • .,.,..,ate w1lil_ ... lut tucuet , but - bo.,. 

corn, -tea anCI •beNt 1~ old ob!M. '!'be Ri...,.' a ob1l4 1AI tooo 

,_,.. old _, U.,. are ~U.. _.,r 1n abaul ) _,the. lope 

• ... en to ~~a...... 11a1neo1 -t ~ tile 1I1.IM. 

April a3 - M.cla;r. A ...., n lla'lll tor tocla;r, ao alapt unW 

0715. W riDe, oott&,te obeeae, a.lat, oarallao -t anCI oal'fM 

wi\1>--.. ldlk tor bNallt'aat.. .U..O "-t.oa•. 08)0 - 1.1114er 'lla7· 

- J.J -
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llnbc. WI'J' 41f't1aal\ u.. .. \o tb. ~ aa! h1CII •'-· .... 

·~ not!W\il attA-r ane hour <if •t.re.1.D111& at. .,... •tac•, but -...p4 

to r-et. ....,.. \be rlwr ~~bar-e t.ha roil~~ -· t.t.ter. 1.400 - utoppelt 

tor 1Utlell l!7 At.&' • boMe. Ys..i\ed itJ ~not. at. "-· ~.~a .. 

- ral .lt.&a with ua . '!baT UM IIJ)eUII , and 'boor• and t.n'O'Ra, the 

la\.\ar baa~ poia..... . 15.)0- lbSer WIQ' IICIIiL P.a1tllcl ~. 

1830 - 5tcppecl tor mpt. at ex-Mt.tlea=t ot ,Uu, OODIIUU..,. ot 4 

hwMe. '!'bot tint two 41.111 ot t.b1a trlp " oovsrod a 41at=ce IIOZ'Mll;r 

.a. b7 e p11SpfDO ..,_.. il2 llalt a dq. n-.r, be 1tOUl4 U.'nll. 

l iaht and -t ew1a oooaeion&ll.T. '"""' it. DO point 1n our U...l.UJol 

t uter thaD our ~t. 

JprU 24 - 5atunlq. cnoo. lb!G" WilT attar .-t.ber ·-" .. ' 

broeald'aet. r:t7JO - • t about 3 tu.U1ea ot 1\t.u noatine a ....... treaa 

on baaboo ratte. fileT prohabl.T l be ~ • lllld luDch )"NterdaT. 

'l'bot -·• W..Ot.a are DO lAr&'U thaD t.be - · · · (P.S. JU.t puae4 

...U..r n.tt.. 1 wu W>'OIIII about the breaate . ) Pe•einC a ..U IJ'Oill) 

ot At.u "" tb. obare. 'J'beT are -r ~ to-· To .U. t~o.• 

tellporarT ~. thOT - their ...n upon tha haaoh, ra1ae4 • t,. 

i.DoMe ....... tbe ~ 'to' at.oaN, and conetrllot a ...W. cra.ae root 

.,...... u.... lie .topped tom.&bt at. lapelq, a -n Dlltpoet ot 

La.....ta' • ttl a'baut 6 ...., . ,..,... "eeoure4 a~\. IIJ'Oup ot 

oarpdorM. All but 2 ot ~ 1lloo brcoulht ua up tile rl..r retuned 

to their .._. S. 10t t.be bald 1m1 ot t.be t.u aJid requioJ.U._., 

Ct.rpd ..... rr- b1a. 

April 25 - a-lq. llzlder WilT about 0900. 1'be late - .... cl\ae 

t.o swttilll the - oupdoru ~. Ou!-pr.rt,T ...,. o.,...ate ot 46 - · 
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• fte tn-..111.11c wu ~ ruc;.10d tectq, CllabiJIC llllU, •"PP"'>' ,_ >-' 

rdlul, orou1Jic au.- MliY U..a, ...Sln( 111 U... 11114 111 ....,. • !'be 

nr.uo. 111 rane..U .. re roeq 11114 YW"f b.v4 oa ahoaa . nan •• atappe;l 

tflr 'lwla'> I wu YW"t h.~, '1111. .., t.he a~:oe .... t on I tel\ 

·~ ...s .t.roapr &ad -.. rflZ' 1.8•• Ure4 t.11u U.. •Jor.l.\7 ot .., 

ll"GC;>- .. arri....t at. a J1mo,:1.8 ......., about 4arll: (1900) . 11.-t. at .,._ 

1 t ra1.ne<l ca t.e &ad <loca . !'be root l.8ak.e4 WlT. ll our olot.haa _.. 

-aod an4 no w;r to dry thln1 eo •• puaed a aoot UDCoot!ort.ebla allbt. 

'!'boee who l'MlJ.T needed qoopatll;r ..,. tha A te1, t ach or U..a CITTl.ed M 

eno.....-.111 lood .., U. bac:lr:, li'OfteNll.T about 100 J.ba . llcor t.ha7 ~14 to 

w.l.lt, cllab, or atwobla all ""->' 1..., a ba,...S • · 11114 I 1I<IUld ,.... .. 

- t.U....S 1t 1t I '-<! nat - 1\, '!'ban, at t.hl ""->' • e cll4, t.11a7 ba4 

t o build u.-baa a rude at.ltar 1n u.. reiD. (JUII:ed 25 w . ) 

April 26 • Mcn4q, Up at dAwn (0600) , 1'hl le.r&edoru _..up 

lflZ'llll', atn be/ora ue o.D4 l ett about 0700, .t>Ua wo l ort at 0800, It "" 

alaeey to put 011 all wet c>J.othea, T~ -.. a11d.l&r tn ,..etarilq 111 t.ha 

t;n>e or tr&U, 'but t.hotra ... ..,.. wlkiii;J .. eharp ato:>M. SboN _.. 

4ef'1Dite1J ccU& w . ID u.. ate a~ i t ra1.ne<1 bard, a1~ it 

wu aot. pou1bla tn c•t -..all wetter u the •-..iloo. c•te ua "" up tn our 

h1pa an4 I oould wrln( parwpift\1011 h'oa rq ahirt. Arrift<l at a daMTted 

barri o, ~or~, about 1800. n 1a U.. aout.harnaoat barrio 1n Aswtan 

ProYiDol , TM 1Dbah1tanta ...t to tha h1J.l.8, ~ ot th8 Jape. 11o 

Jap 1I<IUld .-..r cat. .-r t.11a plaoa, 1t. b ao tar into t.hl IWitarlaal . lloat 

ot U:a bate ..... 111 hl4 ab.pa, rottaa nCICil'i.Di aD4 laall;r ruata . a-.v, 

n bad ,.,.._b ooo..at Juice &114 bJllt tirea tor dz71Da our alot.haa &114 

pa.aaad a......,. o-bl• n1gllt (117 ooapara01> with ot.Mra), 

- .J .f'· 
SEt IU~I' SECHL1 

Regraded Unclassified



1 

• 
' 

.l,pril t1 - r-dq. A ahort.r 1.rip todq 10 tort about 0100, n. 
trai l wu 110r o ollppery awl -c:h 110re "-PT• Tory Uttlo of \ho rooq 

...- b.U \o tra ftl o lo:iule & loloW'ol y a 1/11 how- atop tor l unoh by & 

r i ,..., awl arrln4 a t JohnoOJl about l TOO. !'bore h a TVJ .-11 ovtpon 

l.t. AINwla ( In Ch) h&4 a )'OWl& p1c l<illH tor uo . n.. n>ln boleS ott 

ti ll att.r ...,.It ancl w ... , . &~:aiD ablo to dry our olothoo. 81Jt ot tho 

toa ot 111 """ han 110 ohooo tit to -a ln. Aooorci1D;ly, I .S.oi<IH to 

oo...S tlaooo 6 to Loreto 1D 2 batlou o r ba.....,t.o tho toll~ M y, whllo 

the othor t , lnel llcli"C IIIIJ'tolf, -U:H, lly troll, w!llch pot cliroot, it 

io a b&lt-clay trip, but by -t . .., a ll-My r.ttair , 

April 20 - llo<!Moclay. !bo e ohoolou .. " lot t about 0740. ICY 

t roup lott at OSU awl ..clo by tar tho 1101t rapid biu yot, llil l!'i r l1 

ran at tlaeo to ltoop up with our piclo. stopped olllJ 15 oolnutu tor 

r oot tho olltlro trip &:>4 arr1._4 Loroto a\ lUO. n.. tr&1a -• nry 

clittloult, bola£ a ......, 5/4 of tho -¥• Wo ... ,.. nlt.lly oA arri T&l 'bllt 

bad upl o tlM to - • h ...,4 dl')' our o1othoo. Lt • .lDtoaio, to C....,. , u .S 

Lt. Ca oai , o....sr, of tho toroto 4otao~t. wro lAro. t'llo poo\ 1o 

qllit. 11111tary , and oloan and •• ... oro p1oaoocl to tlD.d .. n r al AIMrioaa 

t'lap, tho n rat otCI olnoo tho ourrol>Ur, C-r.rod to Dnao Pro•1noe 

f ood l o . ....... lilt ... l'.acl loto or clriod nob .... a trlo4 •c. api-. 

Wo oq ooto4 the other I abovt lTOO. At 1100 DoborT!ola arrlTocl with o,. 
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•r• oo alow and. oH28CI to bo worried loot laj . llllllAl.lt be ~poet about 

\t, ... he ha4ll1 t oultod to hno tho 1·u t. hot attar dark tho roail14er 

arrho<l. 11o ha4 - •r.y worl"io<l about the-. n>.olr toot wro iD bo4 

ohepo and 00 were t!>.y, llJ1d lllklldor tho.D bornoto. Dohrrtoll hlo.cl cone ott 

'lfl.th tho only co:op.tont pldoJ t!>. other ~tot loot. J'ort\lnatol y , a 

thJ.rd """"" i n their porty thou ht he !mow t'bf wa:r &11cl .... able to sot 

on tho rl~bt trail attar the F&rty had cone .0 al.nuteo out ot tho "'¥• 

Wal ltlns tllrough t '- """'"P in tho 4ari< _, brutal , thoro are aey thome 

a11d bolll;ha to atub ono ' o tooo on. Jt....., innouoablo em the part ot 

Doborn ell and will probably l<aop Shof'Dor quiet about how wonderful 

Marin•• are, tor at l eaet 2' houra.. The 6 ehoel••• wre "talc., in." 

They traTollo4 by ~ troa Jobnoon to lo..tcraoiao ln about 2 houro 

o.n4 .. ra than &in n .., """ollont luoob . Dunne tbio t1• tho prilla 

Uoutenant au4 tho •ror can tho bo~ a pep tallt about tho toot t rail 

d.iroot troa there to Loreto. By bona& it 1a round .... bout aod upotr-

t hrouth •-P• aod lo bard work. Tho eooorto clidn •t •ant to work, 10 

tho Aarleano ,...,.. tol d tho troll - o 1..,.1, dry and -oy -lldll,l and 

could bo tranrood. i n Z houro. Than &I r:xhlblt "A" thq brour;ht in a 

youq c;irl i n a olean 'ltbite dreu ftO oaid that oho hac! juot arrl.,.d 

troc Loretto, had ""m \hat dron on tho .all<, IU!d altho~ it toolt bo.r 

5 houro, a an oould - 1t in t.o. Tho Mn bit book, line ed oi.nkor, 

and osouoabl y oo1 oopooia.lly attar "'to.h a N.no ual . Aotually the trail 

-• neither lonl nor dry, but juot lllto tho o"" • tranrood. I tolt nry 

oorry tor thn u it -o bad aDo""' to haft to hilte 'bal"efootod, let alone 

s•t loot. Tbio 11 our laot d&y ot toot trnal oa tho -.y to J.aporo. I 
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will _,u.,. & ....,h ot tA41t1oal ltne wb!ell &re appU•b:W to &U 

to,... ....,. traw l •• t oot. 1M j..pa 1a t'llll ot l_.a, tloq are 

nr7 t.bio aa4 U'&ftl 111 \la a joek ladto •tlaD -.1 ..a....,. Uaa1r W¥ 

t.JIIY'Ibtro. Altllouc;Jl wo Pllll ...,. ao.U •••• a\IJ' t r oliMr lop, ~ _,. 

lae&lDJI• ~ oac 1Ull ; o\ oa Olll' t aat. !h<o)' blaw 111 Uloo a loall-

PltiD' tlro N' toloaaoo 1a&t to ~ 'Ia coot -· aa ua, bllt tlwo 

r1Up1Jooo , liaS.. 'bantooW, p \ at(l', ...., -•· 1U14 thalr t aat &ra 

Ill~ •aaaa bf U. _. ot a <Ia)', Tor - da)'l ot ov trip, w _, 

..,_. ot the oarpjoroa d ""M a cld14 Ata aboout U :yMra al4 aa a 

cut•• .,. ...... Ida "betel ..,.,., 11a a&rrla4 a a 1/2 pl. - ,.r rf.oo 

oa hio bo.oll:. Tbo)' \lao atropa paatad Oft!' tlla ol:mal<Mra, and anotlaar 

u.rrlad ow- o• r10a td.th 110 &ad all other pronolo.,. . It 11 r a.rkabla 

w!lat ' 00<1 tood tb 11Uphoa ara able to pro4uoa _,.r adftraa oln,_ 

ataaoae. 

Aprll 18 - ft>&ra4aJ, .At 0100 a oaraloao wu ltUla4 u d proparM tar 

Ulo h had tl eh, rioa aad Ot.raMO tor braaktut &nd took 10- of the 

l&t\ar with ... . u ono wwler ...., 1• tlft .......... col"& dOWil tho u...,u. 

u ... r . Our parV -loW at 1t ft l 1pl.aoa pho ow- orleiMl U, 

-Jr-
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wlll .... uo.o o ""''lo ot &441Uo-.l lt•• wtJoh a r o oppUoal>'lo w all 

fo>lr d&y o tra.ol Oil root , !be .l\&AllO 1o fvll Of l .. ohoa, ilYy UO 

nry tbln ud travel • Hh • jook biro •tioll ani! oan wo,.. thool r wa:t 

wlth 'blood Olld -· ~'be aatoly pvllod orr. !bey •ill drop ott l>y .,_ 

plylllC t1ro or tab&ooo loa! to th-. Wo '"t _...,. ., ua, but \iY 

,1Upl.Doo, 'boi.J>,;: b&rotoot.d, pt -· - ..ro, and tho1r root ano 

1>loo4y M n oo by tho Ol1d ot o ~. For ~ .,,. or our trip, - w at 

&hod or tho oarc&4oroo ..,. o..S a cb1 ld At& about 12 yoooro ol d ao a 

cut cla . "" .,.,....s h1a "'betel ""t•. n. oarrto<! a 2 1/2 ~1 . """or r1 .. 

oD hia back. They uae atrap1 paaeed. O'ftr the aLcu_ldore, and IWOt.bet• 

1tr..p OWT the ha&d , 'rh.ey h&ve P't&t ond TIU\Ce &nd a.r• aaicl to U. &blt 

to hllr.o ~ "-T• 111 thout food oo lon0 •• tho:r con ol.ow l>otol auh . lio 

oarrlod our owa rtco with "'" IUl4 all othor prov111oaa . It 1a ,.._,.kal>lo 

r.at , _ t•od tho rtllpiaoa ..... ol>lo to pro.S..oo uaclar a<troroo oi ....... 

A,r.•ro. 

April 29 • !h\ITocla¥. At 0100 a C>&ro'boo n.o ld llo4 aad propaH d tor 

uo. To 44 t1oh, rioo u4 orabao tor lorM.krut and t.ook oo• of tbo 

lat Or wlth lll o At 0n0 UD4.or ftY 111 flyt l>anoaa £OlD;; o!OWD tlA ~ 

li.hor . Our parl-.f oouhtad of 1' n Up1Doo plwo ow ori~ 11. 

· .1T-
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81Cll'i'f 

Ul5 - tntored tho "~""'" lift r . I notlo..t- n oatinc houooo. '!'heM 

houoeo are not cenorolly u11d tor ... b llo ptli'JIOIII but to djuot t!-­
oelno to tho rlao u d toll ot tho rift r . Onorol l y oonnl t ia&>l.lloo 

' "t to~;othor and l ond U pl ant.d, oto, kd a '"'r'T obort trip todq. 

atoppad at a tloatln._ houao obout 11&0 oa4 oookocl lun<h . Only tranll .. 

tor one bow- atter l unch unti l n a.r·rive4 •t TeOKU-a• a voup or about 5 

tloat1"1 bouooo. Qno w.a .... oato4 tor uo and hero n epont tho nl:;)>t, 

Pl o.yocl '"""' bridle in tho afternoon. The n13)1t. -• cli otv.rbad un:1 tbeo 

by oo;:o ht.lt- ; rom ld tt.no rowll~~;; an4 tr;in;; to &at to -.hero tholr -

had boon l ooatad bo/oro wo I:IDYOd her out . App..,...ntlJr - 4oeor tod her 

ld ttono w1 thout toe41nG tham. Lt . Antonio oo.lcl ho wu l eanJl<; t or 

Amparo tomorrow • th H :osn. 1\"o are ~ tour 4ayl! thil trip, tho 

roaoon be~ av&ilabU ity ot lui tabl e otoppill<; placeo. 

April &0 - Friday. Under ny early at 0760 ao tho day'o t rip wi ll 

be oo:>lidornblJr 1011l:or tlw: ~ator4ay ' •· 1236 - Stopped tor lunch. 

ben . thero are 2 l:h.ltch prieat1 here . Jo aolcU.ers are 1tatiorwcS here. 

Pooplo not ao ooopont1Tit . 2200 - Llatoned to radio a \ prieot•o ho::e. 

!lot lou4 onou&~> to ootoh llllth nnra . 

llay 1 - 8atur4ay. !loot ot ua wont to ohurob, t.l thou;)\ only ono ot 

uo 11 a Catbol1c . 0820 - Onder ny, 1&00 - lltoppecl tor luuoh. 15&0 -

tlndor ny. 'l'ho lon.t ti• oono"""d ot luuch -• duo to tho taot that 

tho rioo ocoa4 t o r uo thlo 100rn1J:1 at 'tt.laoatan WOI undtrCoo1co4 an4 

opollod omd had to bo t""'- out . tho ooo1c1"' waa 4oM b,y Tt.l ... acanitOI . 

2000 - Arr1nd ! opert.nlo.. A l o"'o h&rd clay, tho l aot hour ~raYelli"J 
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an- d&tlt. 0... to clittioultl.oo ill c ott1ll& tood, oto., had ouppor &t 

uoo. 
lila¥ I - !!lmday. oeao. 111lder ...,.. Lt.teDIII duo to propo.ratl.on ot 

riM troa p&la,y &Dd obansl.a& b&na&o. Ire Moured a l a,rco, H cht ono 1Jl 

uobo.nco tor our he&ry, 11.,. one . IMt tho Wife ot the lla,yor ot D&ftO 

Ci ty at the 'bep,n.in& ot U>o _,. . lie 1.1 'bedly ....,ted by the Japo. Bar 

eon 1o w ry ill With •aria eo pw hor qulJli,. . Toda,y' o t:r1p oboulcl 

require not o .. r 6 houro ot paddling. Stoppecl tor l unoh at Lt.o 11•••• 
Where 0. t111te .. fiOi ll& on . 1740, ArriYed .bopa.ro. Thoro 1o &11 Alltri-

MD p-o1rlllan. now 2nd Lt. in the Ar-.;t. here, nua.e4 Meater. lfe Wl"e 

q11&rterod bore tor the nl.pt . rood ouppl y 1o Tory Uaitecl . IA&rnecl 

that J&pt baTt rol.ntoroed Butuan ll.tld baTo OO!Iploto ooDtro l ill tho l.A-

.-cliate oeotor only. 

11q a - llonclay. oeao - Dep&rted With Capt . ShotDor, Lt . TUT1lla 

and uoort ,.,.r guicl&noo at Lt. Viajar tor llecl1no, IIQ ot Lt. Col . 

Meell.ah, firot hour by b&!lo& took Ill TOry o1ooo to Japt' r1TOr outpoot, 

.t.t 1!00 ate lunoh at baM at &n .t.ttoroey, Ill". Ban•&• llhoro thoro •• a 

tioota r;o1n& on. llo wro 1 1/Z al.1u troa ButU&D. 1510 - O.po.rto<l. 

Lltt tr&U and took l&tl.ona1 Road 0 11:110Mtero troa Butu&n. Blll:ecl 10 

ll:ao, aloD& the road to Blloll&"'Oiota, arr-1"1.a& 1700. A Capt. Baxter b 

l n ollarp thoro. Arter oat~.D& - lett by n111.a& b&!lo& tor lledina at 

U OO. Suppooed to bo a 12 bour tri p. 

11ay • - 'l'laea cl&y . l!hat little Wind oxiot o 11 untnorabl o. Ulld&r 

tho10 ooncli tiono tho b&noo i o propollocl by ono or two ot the orw lllinc 

a ooulllJI& -tl.on . 0710 - Put 1n to Cayac&n, • ~1, dirty b&nio to 
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,...,.... ooaethl.J>& tw 'brMittut. lro l\&4 oftl¥ rtoo Oil 'board . n.. *>"•r 

wu Tal')' old.,., opoka lp&Aloll. !he people wore lclnd, &lT.lJI& "" ""'--•• 

-"•· a e c.;o, Z old obiiAI aod a tid. The)' lclllod and olc!Arl.od tho 

eaton t O&t or tiel, .,., 1t weo axoollent1 110 odor wbataoOTer. The """ 

poured doWII 011 vo all day lone. About J0 - .topped at LiA"lo• an4 

lOt •- ooooavte, t rlpo pt-pploo, thh tond a Uttla •ucar aa4 oot­

r... lad a real t .. et toii1Cht• 'ft>e wil:ld I P""'& "P 'but_., axeotl)' deed 

t.h .. d , 10 our procra10 h otUl olow. Lt. !IJTllla boo 'boA ao ... iok the 

ent i re t18e. I nocl aotod to aention tlet Mr. IH.ol<enbeek h w1 tb u o. 

11e 11 a 40"')'M.r old llri tit.her, 'bol'11 ia C.,Ol oa, wboae ol&la to ...._ h 

t.hat he haa noTar alopt wl.tb a w!ll.to - · 

Ill.)' 5 - ll'ednoa .. y , lot laot lledina i l ill lith~ I I wu 'bocUmiq 

to think it did not aXllt. 0950 - Arr1Tad at lledinl , Lt. - C.,l . oClhh 

h a Tal')' ploU&Dt ...., aocl hao dono oxoollo11t work in orp'IJ.alq the arM. 

Shot'Ur aod I had 1\lllllh 111. tl\ h1a a t tho hoM ot ex~wraor l'olau, a 

~th)' laoclownar. Luaoh •• oxcollct. "0Clhh had an ll· pl.ooo or­

o'boatre pla)' tor ua durii:IC tho aoal , We are eta,yiq at tho b- ot lb- . 

To•• lleyoo. fb.o people aro TOT)' wUl1Joc to bolp .t..rl.oane be,.. , L• · 

TuTtlla tond llr. lr1.tan'boolr lort at a14111&ht Tia a -tor o&llboot whloh 

-· to pl.olr .., t'bo ...-iader or Ill' part)' .. 1 had lAob'tlotAd to ... la 

au-Tieto 110t l ater than Ill.)' 8, I hated to lone TuTtlla and caw Ilia 

tlOO, OO to 'b>q" oalt tor the ooldioro. 8ent a olipe to Taraaita (a p 

a )'aare ) . 

- '1/-
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!lay T - Tb.ur....,.. A U ttlo bet cro noon Shel'Dor aDd I lot't w1 \h 

l6oCUoh tar CM.n&ooc, on honobeol<. I •n not been on • horao t or U 

)'111'1 · 'l'lo otoppod tor lu.nab about & mileo done the road at tho houoo 

ot anothor aoy. o. Aud 110nd.,. ot ""ndoro, had oo» roal Canadian Cl ub 

'llhllltey. Aloo plano walo with tho cloll&httul -1 . Stoppo<l only 

110• ntart l y at 01Dcoos a nd rodo 6 m l u turtb.or to Anaoan on buobe u , 

where a Hr . tl&ltere . Jana&Or" oE the lut1ber al.ll, reli.dea. R•tumed to 

Gin&OOl o.n<l opent tho Di cht at tho houoo ot at1ll another P.Y.o. 1'le 

rodo 20 lliloo to~ and I ' " a bit ooro but Shotner 1a IIUOh ...,roo ott 

w1 tb four ruuning eo roe of sood ai l e on hie rear. 

llq 7 - Fri~. C&llod on l!r. Poton, an Amortcan, q l oyod at 

C&vito by "toU'io Air 8ue Coutraotoro . Be-.. ahot by Lrfto J:"or1ll•• 

and ~tored a bad hip ....,und. Jow ~toto around on orutohea but ono loc 

1a ahortor thou t.ho othor. J)> the ot'toruoon, droTO bo4k in an t.loohol -

uolJll: ChoYrolot, about l8l!l vinta:;o, to lledi'"' or I&~Jua. 

~ B - Saturday. r.tot llaj . Cbildrou. Leo.m that 001:11:1\1Dioat1ona 

to OBQ are llaw ond nono too oatbtaotory. Wont to o local danoo at 

01ncoog tbia no.ninj;. !ha danoo ia a bonot1t tor the or ey 10b1ch ~to 

G~ ot tho 1Dtolto and truoy aloo baft a quail>t •~•toa ot oallint naworo 

troa YlrlOUI l t.dioo in \ho au.dienoo, It )'OU buy I. no ... r )'OU IIU.Ot danoo 

tho next danoo all by younolt nth t t. lad¥ rr- wboa you bouQ>t tho 

nowar. Attor auch dio~uion u to whoth.r t o returo to Gin10011 or to 

*"ina tor the nicht, - t'tno.lly dooide<J to roturn to Kodina 1n a .. tor 

honea. l!o wero late &otti.n(l otortod one! in soin; from tlol beach to tho 

bonO&, • .-11 nonclola l.n whloh Col . IIOCllab e.n4 llaj . Chlldroao were 

-'{~ -
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• ricliD&, auk about halt _ ,. oYt . lao!\ -. oareyb& a. -u ~ oml ili 

phtol 'be 1 t IUl4 by the t ta. they hd r euhed t be lo.r1er buoa, they 

-r• both U...tt ozllau ted. A -.n 1n the bo.noo. threw llaj , Children a 

u ... but u t'o.a t aa Clhilt!reu tr1e4 to ~ .. ,. hiaHlt aboard by the UDe, 

the lloat-.n kept ~out t ho liao, auoh to Cld l dru a • onnoyaaoe. 

ll'e tl.UAlly arr1Ved i n Uec!ina o.bont 0500, 

llo.y 9 - SWlAI&y . llan pr .. ttoo.ll~ no deep aa o.bout 20 llinutea after 

rq returl> trrm t he cla1>oe the preoa41Jli Dlflht , tbe r--.J...Ser ot - voup 

with <IAJ. oullldlc arrhe4 i'roa 811enuiata oml I -a buo)' all lOI>rnlll& 

cett tnc th~ottled. 

'l'o.tar, ex..Oonrnor Pelo.ea 11 74 yee.re ol4 aD4 b&cl o.ll .U..r1oau 1a 

the •1o1Dlty to hh ho:M tor l unch. '!Ma ... •nil!& we ...... t to the ti•ota 

o.t DaaJl J'.wuod . It -J ••rr lo•el)'. I wonderbow t lwt l'lUplnoa b&.,.. 

J1oii1 10 - llon4ay . All or ua hood l u.aoh With Capt . S&panta o.t Ilia 
I 

- at llu..n Lunaocl, I n the attornoon •• re~rned to ~cllna o.nd Chll-

4r•••• ~ellnik u d ~ .. selt le tt on Eapante. •• DOtor- be..no.. our ultt..te 

aona, 1.'JiliL, who l:acl been lett here by au-..ine 1a llaroh, on a. apeol o.l 

intelliconoe ciaaion. 

h- ot Capt . Fomuhon. A birthclo.)' part)' tor hh aiater-in-lo.w wu 

in progreu. It ace,.. t be t ner ytdlere ,.. c o la the Philippia.. thh 

-:rth, we atWII>le i nto p.rtioa or thatu or one t)'po or o.nother which 
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:10""& la41 ol who lcnew ,_ to play, 10.,.. ejoyed lloorins """'T ot our 

ole! fnori teo acaln. r o loft l!ali~>&O.a&£ 1n tho ..rtornoon in orcler to 

arrt ... a t n &alttdor by cia..,. Capt. l apa,nta bAld nn er b .. u to B1 

Sal n.dor oD4 oould not bo cortain that he coulcl lay a couroo 41 root t o 

that barrio. It '"'' nocouary to arrho a.t cia"" boca.uoo tho Japa l>.a ... 

wind bl- up an4 it bo....,o quite roucJ>t an4 alao J:UldO i t 100ro clittioul\ 

t o arrlTO at tho oxa<>t opot "" doalro4 to reach. 

5!&)' 12 - ll'odnoaclay. lfo lay to about o.n hour botoro cloylltht &114 

wllon dayUG)lt br olr:o we were ablo to oeo l! o'!!ll.ll auppl y nuola between 

uo au~ C&~~:&)'Sll, tho noaroot ot whioh wu ollly about 2000 ,-ardo 41otant 

and liiOIUlted a a-inch !:"" 1n tho - · lfo wore rortuuata 1.11 that, ha4 

wo l ot't Balln~aat a» hour lotor • • would probabl y hen ondo4 up 1n the 

middle ot thoao S Japonoao ohlp1. l'o woro naturally '!Uito aorvouo 

&bout tho1r reaotion to •••1n& & lar~• two-ma~ ted banoa nearby but 

uct hin<; happonod mel wha» thoy turned to .;<> int<> t.!w dock wo t<>llowad 

dllorootly behind tbom until ,... ""ro oppoli to cur port of doborbtlOD . 

Red breaktaot and lunob at rl G&lttdor botoro proocadln~. b<tth afoot 

and by boraoback, to Pa'atpat , where wo opcnt tho night . lloro I JUt 

llay 13- thur-oclay. 11eparte4 tor 'l'alakag about 0800 on horaobae>k. 

tha tra.U pauoo oYer o f airly h1c;h r id; o ard tho oountr;r 1n c oneral 

rud ndo 11M of tonal a,. OoW>try in l.aml:>wroblo placoa in tho !Iiddle "!'oat 

f.t it wero not tor coconut t rooa Tiol'blo i n olaoat &1\7 clirectlo-. Tba 

natsYoo haq pl anted oom ill plo .. ot rloo, wh\ol> ,.,t ... o tho oouatryaicle 

- i".V• 
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t.l>lo tuUlar "'IIN""'M· Arter about ll ku. - pioke4 liP a nr h 

to Talaka& arrlrtAc about 1100. l ore I ut Lt . - Col. llowlor a.,. L .. . -c­
_....r Paroon.. I wu '""Y l uelcy to oofttaot thea u tl>oy bad lat.noS.c! 

to 4.,..-t. tlll o •"'bl t er 11&1~~· oU'tor ta]HD; to ParooM, I 

....,..., t bd ~r• •• ao p-eat hurry ia rq &otUDC Melt to lle<llm. OU>4 

u I lld.ly a...Secl a root, - I baYo bon oa t he road &bloat oofttlDuouol y 

olDDI April 4 - -. ... 1d .. to ro .. iD boro until Bowler &1\d Poroooa ro-

turD trea tba jounoy on wbl ob tboy otartod on the tollowtDC cloy • 

......,. L1"'1to11&ftt ... c -anruc!e:oer Paroom r ot.aDod I • t h1a DIU tba oout 

&Del - *¥ Zl lett tor tlwt to- of IU o..S • 1D the pro...U.O. or 1111-.lo, 

Ooo14oftal i ll whlob tba heaclqu&M41 ro of tba r.Dtb IUU tary Dlot rlot 

bad t l\o t oll..,lD& two dhpotohoo oent to tho r141o otation whlah co.­

.Woatoo with A\Utralla• 

•ra~ C~Pll IA'f.U. !"'RCml IOUTilUST PiCIPlC 

PlCIILIIIJTIIAIT CC*IIo\llt)£R IITLY'fll b . II: COT 

T!IREII IIA!ttll OJtrr CDS OAP!Aill III)J l!Ell , Tlllln AI I! CORPS , CAPTAIII 

1Tf1U, 0111 CAC, W.JQR Jm.LWII AID 1'1!0 ll:lt0£4nS X ALL CAP!Ill!ID 

IA'I'I.AI Ull COltiiiOillOl S YI u:r&lrltft Ill10 UOJJII'tll CO U31DOII X 

.UT.lLifta 4111) ATIOClftll "'!I IX!It"'CILT l!tAl'T D IAT ':OLL !0 .AI 

Pli30n:IS D!7l S4U I IIU'£ so·~ IPO Ill DAYAO l'rulVIIQl I tP l'II.C-

riCAIILI UQUIS'I' P 'I'I II£ P.t.Jll'T PLIIll 'l'l'tl PlLIPllf'lS 1'!!10 AIDED DCll'l 

DBP.l.IIT IIZill VIA RU 'I'IWISP<IITUIOI UAII.ULI I • 

-~.~-
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• IIICI<r 

" POll LI EVTIDIA 'T ODW.I. RICIIA~J) I . SliYIIJ:lLAID, G'=ll!llAL ll!'.-\D:l!JA111 u,a, Alia PO.CD 11 AUI!ItlW 
P'aCII JQil s.S-.J L . 1-111. 

liAr tsCA'"ID :t~ san o -crs n: t:tO "1.1&7 n:ll PliO J&Putu 
i'IAII PHCO!'IH' C/..>P 111 DIVAO F'1!lL COLOliY I IJniT!W'·t CO~:Wl:lt 

11C COY U S lAY! W U .;;t;T 0 amo& ~, YIL "'l'ICn II!: A'!S""tALU 

P(l I !liU a2 11J SPO !!Tirol ~ A 'T"'ALU l "'LL ~~~ omt'l AS­

SU tl/, P'4VOIL'DU A"~l'iFil X JII'S vt~I.\U,.O •LL P1JLIS OF ARI'A!U! AliD 

tEC~LCY X PIF:T ~ •ccrr ti:!APPI': PO!!Ct:: .-,.. "TTl!:&rD I liAUA" 11011 DUD 

r:~ .. .u.s"!!:tlCS ,_. ur ~~~ x ~~.,~· VAI'IO'"-' s-~.cas OJ' 

lllCU D:"''l , n. :>T.f& T, LALA IA UO BU11D!IJ'.S$ rll'! 'lO l lTAliiii DD'I • 

-o at.- m aoo:~ . x• 

Lieu ter.wt Colo:el Ferti;, l~a4 or the ~trilla for ¢tt , ~A4 :ot 

tllao to forward tl••"'· "'hllt -i tin~ in To.lakoc t r tho return ot L1ou­

tenan~ c_,der Puao·:a I .. nt a ra41o to ~olo,.l forUc aokl.,.; wbetlwr 

'11!1 •••~~&•• bed t.e• ro.-rt.cl . a. 414 not a:..,.r, o.lt!>o'-"' - --

t1on 1>etfttl1 tl• two pointe n.a ooa;~. I undtrotaD4 that Colonel .... ~11 

rt:ally atllt a u ooo•• atatln. , hi arraot, " Lli1Tl'!ll\.':l' COI:l!lliD:"J :.10 COY 

I! lllYAO . • l!i a h&ndl111• ot th1 a •ttor, 1o Ill)' op1n1o"• wu untortw>a~, 

aa eaob of t bt other anen u-prtaoo•ra wbo 414 not r;et to oo .o wl th -

l<ncnr or t.Kident.o relatood to Japa:eae couol!>ct to-..dt l•r1oeltt c!ltrer•t. 

fro• tho .. ~a~c.., to l.be thr" ot v•. 
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L 

...... 
1 , ,_, 1A llla&1111 wi\h llojor U.llaik omt11 .limo : G. at 1lhl.a 

U.. I let\ b1 a ~ \illlrot.ete4 110toT laWillb azwl ~rooee4e4 to 
J!aal l'Mlo. ,_ tbero n htloo4 to Cel-l r eru,•a ..U radio atau .... 

Llwt.Gt C1 •ne'er l'vaou &lT1. ft4 U..ro Oll ~ l ..,. llaJor L')'a11 ca 

J\al1 ! , 011 ~ $ W 4eparW to MU OllT ~"c!IIVOU w1 \ h .,... I .b:ar1Ma. 

1h1e po.rUcular trip t........S wt to be n r¥ clitrt cul t but the beldat. 

-t4,. a1~ or 1JI.UT11t Ja ato17 talltD;: tJid aot u "'omo'al (4-

-t. 'h l\Ml ooaddero.blo tvo!illla at all tU.a alt!loa .h t!!e ~kat onoe 

tunM4 oo t 9f1r1 ~"~>nil:~.)- tor ua . At ou polllt or t1ot ~~ t he 

l•r--o• ,..,. n.U~ • al)d tNT wre loo!::Ut: ror uu ac4 OUI" tu14e 

ton u . 'l!!ln w cot~ «1 the ...Sn trail • ro!IDCI that w wrw ~ 

h1IMI W. lapaa-, u4 ......rt--.11)' wboa tb7 '-4 to tllo lett w ~ 

At..,. petat w had to.,.... a ~ftl~ .treaJ: thrO'I:h a tlft­

'tnot ourrent, _.. ..... ,r tllo brl~ bel"4 ~ out, but tbe '*'tw 

,...,.... U.atean c=· ,.•r ,......,.,. .....s cra•t t aci!IU!'J" tn t l'flalill 

I .,.., 10 thd W t'Dilld cat AOT'OII w1 thnot pttill: wt, At &nO~ 

tt..a w ba• to .,.... a •"'-- Wl. tlt a eur....,t ot about alsbt ~!Bote, .... 

tba\ ._. ......,u.w ~ tllo -..mt,....,.etl.a or a beaboo ratt, 'but w ol.mn 

_.. ...W aU \llo WIQ' ._ to tlla -n ,.n.re beiac able to set ... 

....... - lllle aUior IU.J - !lad tllo rl.,.,. Do\ ba4 I l'l>rtultJ.ou 'btD4 

ta 1,, u. ....t\1 lllP\ ~ ...... -.. c11..n ....... oa t1ot a y em 111\1.& • 

W tbe -' Clll ....... 1e, w bi.IIM tr.. 0100 to 1000 Wl.tbou\ otopp.tac 

n.r too .. eM W W 110 ~. :h. omataot 1ah..ruleol with tllo .,.._ 

-u. - err ,...,_"' c...,.t ur c~e~q. 
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,.... ._,.,....,. -..U ~U. c:.dl~leu la Prieoa Cape 

!be r .. • oy pl)' at Oollf 0 1.11eo11MU wu pDerall:r tbl •- u tlaa~ at 

or ,__. riM wit.b oot .,,. a halt ...... ,..,. oupt\11 ot •ter;r, p-.-l.ab-

•loN4 .... , , ooMtS.... with no oubotaliOe 1a n . lib"" th .. • wao ·~-

WI thr11 oblokeDo ud nlao ' " ' tor o&ah uoo ot 500 - ; n • 4oubt oo 
U...t. t.lwy -.14 olAlla la tlaalr propopn*o tbat wo _., teol oa ohiokea 

..,, ' " '' AI polllbed r1oo ooatal.no ao 'ritamno 'llllatoooftr ud ito 

whlrob;r tboo• wUb •ne:r oould J"'l'•hu• t.hrouah o pr1ooa otore ,.,.iouo 

.....,... odU:. I t -.. w r:r dlttioult to c ot o.a:r h10h trw.t oltllo""' the 
l\ln'OUD4ia& oountr;r obotmdeol la lt. S~ar aad oalt w.re ol>toiaable a\ 

prortt ... b;r the ob1p 1 o otore eo that • ~sar and oolt oould bo tur­
aiobeol to Ill blade la prltOD l'lprUeu or thei r ti-111 e•UIUoa. 
I t •• tberetaro ponlble, if a prleo!ltl' 1•4 abou\ U pu oo a .. at~~, 
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~ otoN. !liMo who 11&4 110 - 7 "- not!M or l>eri l>ori ..... 

,....,..,.,, Death OCIWTe4 q.Ute ror;ul&r~ 1>7 - o1l4 or - tU'tll • •til 
or •pUntT• It 11 wol'th*llo DOtlJII tlla\ the d• tb rate at c..~oanat .... 

decreaoa4 otl&cU l y troa .1\lly to a opteeber. 'INt ..... - tbo 1noreau aod" 

1ft Ootol>er. At the tiM T lett Cal>o.natuu , Ootol>er 27, l DU, oaey • n 

wv. •oin.& bltnd trOll laolt .,r Tltaaln A. 

(114 11111>14 prhoa 1o llonlla 1a the l ooatloll or tb• fa'ftl loop1 tal 

unlt trOll Canaoao, Canto. f ile rood tbero 1a a U tUo l>etter tbal1 at 

Cabanat\IIUl and a ahip 'a atoro 1a aloo o~ratod thoro . At Dew.o pr1oon 

"""' "' ... I arr1n4 IOT.U.r 7. tho rood tl.ero -· 10 ... ch l>etter tbal1 

I M.d 1>een aocuoto.od te tt>at I t """"'t lt wu u collont. "'" 41et-.. 

etlll rho, but with oacb ~ w reoal.,.d 10M ... pteblH ouch u 

•- a day w '""orally hod 110n:ol """' w!Uoh aro .... ry nour1oh1nc • 

....,..., , & CN'&t - )'or tbo11 prloOIWrt wbo bad Juet arr1 ... 4 trOll 

ea-tuan had alrea~ haC .,...t_. or l>eri 'blrl and .,_ beMM oerlouol)' 

Ul with it. 'l'he diet at t ile c-p -• not o•lltloient to kMp th• troa 

olldlnc boolrard• , al tboucl> 11 you 41d a.ot ,_.,. bori 'blri you eollld bald 

your • ..,. Ad'nulce4 oaooo or 'bert 'blrl wre ooot to tha hoopl tal . It 

-. o patbotlc oll;llt to not t tbo boopl tal IIDd -toll tlw people ol ttlftol 

all hoy lo "'"""~"' tboi r tooo and tbo1r tln.&ero . ~ l ooo appotlto 

Mel ,.,..,...1~ o .. cl a aarootlo ill on!Aor tba t they ~ 1>1 able to a leop. 

llownr. duo to tile bet tor diot at Dono prhon tlw doolina or thooa 

patl .. \41 -. '"'7 d ow ud only a t .. d1ool. low ond til• - roeol-..4 a 

_, V<'"7 dllo to tho ran that a .,...bae or -r ell,.. or o141 "CC'• 
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• 
thoro are eoo hoa4 of cattle and oara'bao on t bo po!l&l ru... or wMoh 

only aoo ... needed t o r worlt1J16 tho tal"&, ..... thoro a r o la2IY oatt:lo 

oooo u il>lo outol do or t ho oolo"i)' . Tho Ja~nuo 1101.1l d n<>t lot uo hue 

JM&\; reiularly Do matter z:aow :autl\ __. anilablo . ~D a carabao ctoo1 

dlo t ho Jopal' .. o (250 in tlto oaap) alwa:ya toko tho ohoiooat parta and 

In early January tbe Red Croaa •~p~ll•• • broucht oYer 1ft ~u• ot 

tho Jopanuo dlpl ..-tlo ... ooolo, arri.nd. Bach ...,. r ooohed t1IO 1n41•1-

dual peol<acoo a.nd fittoon aana of corned 'bet! or M Ot aod n cot.blo 

ate., and tbe ae .. re 1a•ue4 to h1a at the rat. of two oan3 por wo•k • 

'lhla tood wao a lifo unr and ""o tho boot Chriobsc prooont t:h&t aey 

ouppl:y of quinlno and ol.llta druco. Thoro -• "" 1nadoquat.o ouppl :y or 

n to..iJl 11 ool ution . Bnnor , there wao o\lt fhint ""dlcino for bori 

bori tllat non t he 1101t on oro oaooo 1Jl tho hoop1 tal impro\'Od b.yoDd 

duor1pt1on to the point llhoro ""'" who !>ad ben ti \'ID leu thon a wok 

to 11•• w ro able to totter around . Vntortunat.ol ;r, unleu auoh 111Ppl1oo 

G&D contill\lo 1o arri n tho .. ,..,. will allp baclnmrdo &JOin and will ba 

joined by .any othero. Vndoubt e dly a portion ot tho ~ed Crooo ouppli oa 

11••• thoro then at Da• ao. A• oentlono~ in tbo article on atrooitioo, 

tho Jopanooo, in ef f ect, ooat1 ooatod tho Rod Croaa food, and by tho 

lliddlo ot larch tho Eted Orou .upplha hac! 'f&DJ.ahod but tho Japan.uo 

414 not rootoro our t"oraor rotioao. 'rho ratio" wh!oh I roooi•o4 o.t 

llnao tor tho lut throe -lca botorf '11(1 oeoa po -• tbt aaoe but 1J1 
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.-1* 1\I.UIUt, th&a U.at P'""' • at Cabuat...,. a t tho ti• I lett. 

Our .,.N or .,.ptablea ._. ...,.lotei.T out ort but oO!Mtl.Ma 1JI the 

~ ""' bad one tabloepoontul or """I'll beaD a. 

Thla leat dl.ot will not oupport 11C. &114 tllh oa.p h \IZI.tortwl&te 

1JI thet • .,.. t~ )'Oil ban .,..., there 1o MthiD& to ~. .l .-11 

&tore baa liMD oot oqo in wll!oh oae ..... 'jl\11'11llaao tob&ooo and perbapa 

- a - a ... n a110omt or hied ............ . The colon;y aboll!ldo 1JI 

,.. -•l:r lt tbor .. ,.pt .,. atealinc it. llotro.,.r, thooo on '""rlc1JI& 

detallo -cad to &llplllftt their dal l y rat ion with trllito ther t oll!ld 

1a their -· Tbh 1o a wutetlll •tbocl and the ouppl r ot trllit ._. 

heine rapidly depleted. 

The tbou....s prlooMre &t Dano wllo b&cl beoll captured in tho Vio.,.., 

Iolanu at III.Dci&Aao b&cl o..rrerecl "" too4 ohortap clurin, tho war and. ....... 

in euoll•t ~10&1 oond1 t1on at tho tilM theJ arriYod at Dano. Aa 

a reolllt of t bh and tho ...U.cinoo T~Mh'ocl troll the Rod Crooo on "'-

lMI, tho .... th rate a t Dano prho:a baa been quito law-ppro:n-te}y 

three par 110ath. 

1'11111pp1Deo, altho~ th.ore &rl 1oolated .... rid"' pertloo or .lMriO&Da 

olanh_.o h tho 1'11111pp1n.. ouoh ao 1JI the llanU a port area aDO! 1JI 

hl•-· !he lltua\lon r•~~&rdi"' diet at .. oh -.p at tho tiM I -• 

laot there will &alllo ....,. d.oatba Wllou 1t 1o reotitiod. I underotand 

that tho JapeMII oW• to bo &hi"C tho priootllr l tho ea.. d.iet tbat 

a Japaa11o oold.ior pto. Tor breLktaet he lllllrall~ hal a Ylt&ld nisod 
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9 I 

-a. w..--. witll 1111 rlM. At - he bel ttall ...,. .. ,.-.~1 .. wttll 

!>11 rlMo U alp\ Ill liN hil lllqee\ Mal ID4 _, h al•1t &1~ 

_. wlta.U. 

I t'Ml tM\ lt w -.14 U'NIIp te pN'I'lcle U.. Jrl-•1 wttll a 

- pl11 ,... 4a)< wl&ld loa II\IJ'ttal..t " tile\ Uo17 -.14 pt ~ - • 

tile ,,.,... lu.tttel•t 4ln. 1 _..r...,.. ~' tM .lara- wtll aet 

,.,_, u w ...,17 prl-1 wltll aqthiAc llke ~•. It le ,.rtM\17 • 

teaallll• w .,.,l:r U.. ,n-n a\ tile Da- "-1 C.l-. wltll Yltud.M 

I 
II\ 

...... tile ........ a.wtac aa:rtll1al a_, u. Datall .. plaal -

......... *' a. .. "- tUaa '9 wltlo lawreiWcl par\lM a\ A111\rallaa 

......,.. .. 

-.r~ -
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Brutalltlea and Atrocities 
W.eceUaneoua ViolaEioNI o! !nlernalloiial 'Law by the Ja Moeo 

Art.er tl•" Call or 'lat.aan on A ':'I'll " • ., raxlaat.elT 10,000 A r1catl$ 

and 4S,OOO 1"tl1pl.nos wer e marcMd ~o 5411 l"~mando , 1'tn1>an•u , a t>lot.&nt!a 

or about 120 •ilea. ';'hcce ,.!a >uer11 wrro :arched 1n dl.!rerent ..,.ou,., , 

naturally , . ,.. • .,., coro-J " wrro treat... ....ell =• turrlbl,y th.t.n otll•ro . 

In -.t. caaoa t.h~ ...,. &ivan .,. t::>Od and no water , :na ol 1cer otated 

t'lat. in ..,...n cla;r1 or .arc:"-"~ he reca1vod onl;r a=- •• lcH ot rice 

and r tlii • t<l drink . It a P'illnino wao •:nal>la t<1 keo;> U9"f' t.ha I\ILI"ch 

and taU out •• -. e..- .arUy die oofld o• nnli lett by thft aida or the 

road . l'e ,... anoor .Uy killed by bavonett.1n> or ahoottnc . ln the •••• 

af Aloaricon~~ they ...,. •ancrr.Uy ,...,ovod troa t~e u odio t.e vicinity or 

t.l>e raa!i and I~Ot Just Out ot 8i&ht. Of tha priiOt>IMI . 

'llle to t.MI fact t..hat. th@l'l -. no •tar allowec! or p:inn, -.v 

t.ractod d,)'11ontc-ry th ratro,., -:'here ••r a 1mt.N~Cos or Fill noo oe1nt: 

buried .milo nt!U allvo and tho Jap&nolft IOII<le It a potnt to """ Ao:cr1can 

1:a )or c r , 1 • .A. , a est l'o nt T&4ua- , stated to • In 

Caba:tat:.an tlla' ,. .ad buried 1"111 110# alive al.'vcral t.'.,... t.1d would 

• . .. 
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• throuah tha aoil t.ryirw to cl.u t.heir wq 01.1~ 1 nor t.ha ~18 ha wu torc.d 

bJ the Ja paneea cuan1 to olul> ona ot t.h• down ap.in in~ the 1rna w1t.b 

t.he ahcrr.l . 

DcriQI t.he urch u-·~ Ill croupe pue..S throu;:b a ~ ..U.s 

'-ui>M an:! wera kept t.bara crrarnl.ll>t. T11a7 ,..... quart.arecl in a lar!:• 

buUdi.ni ot pl.Yanillld t.1.n wi tb no 111ndon bu~ 111 t.h a;aall p-14 o,.,.nirwa 

DOll' the n oor ot t.ha blllldi.na . The prieonare were crowded in~ t.ha 

build.l.A& in eucb a wq t.het there wu acaroely roam to alt. flnt , the 

Japaneaa herdocl aa UliY 1nt.o tho bu1ld1QII aa -•ibla, .-.quirln• t.h• 

Ill to atandJ t.h14 ....... the bu ldlnj! a.....S ~be C'*:>lat.elJ' tllll , -

priaonare wera paced jut mrt.aida the doar ancl a llDB wu a~tacb..S ~ 

cne ccraar ot t.he buil.cl1t¥' with 1"Q4J"C1a on t he ot.har and. Th1e wu ua..S 

to aq""aa t.hoaa outoJ.do int.o tha blllldi.na, llXI t.ha pUc& wu than clo .. d 

up tor t.he nieh~ · Tba prisoner• ,..,.. not allow&<' to luva tor an:r reuon 

•hataOCYar and IWI to uae tho place naturally u a latrine riltbt where 

they eat orttood. A.ttar Hnral crc>"P. bad puMCI thro~ Lui>M l t ..,. 

...Ui ba iooqinad tbet the bu1.l4iliS bee-. quite tut.b7, aapeclally u 

ouq ot the priaooen are a1raa4T tMllrw t.ha at tecto or clywant.ary . 

there •n quite a taw deed wban ~be 11Uoh 1t.artacl t.ha tollooriftl d.q. 

At San rarnanclo they were placed in iron box care , 100 to ~he oar . 

'l'hi• lett no roo. wbateoavar l.n wbioh to aU, there be1t11 ju~ anou;h 

...,.,. to a t.lnd , anc1 t.han the al1di.Q;J doora ,.. re cloaad. 'l'har ,..,.. t.aken 

to C&pis, Luaon, a two a:- tbrwa hour trip. lhla .a lll...,.a dona ln the 

-t ot the day 1 0 t.hat the ccndltl.,.. within t.ha can ,..... auob t.ha~ IWI 

-.r<I­
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• U.. trip not. been 110 ahort. eurrocatton or Ul\1 ~ llhoet. c.orta1Dl7 

ban .,.,..s • .lt C&pla t.be7..,.. 8UCMcl t.o the ..-u~ c.p at c..p 

O•DOcltWll . '!'boo Ja- had llll4e no preporat.1011e tor ....:a1Y1111 the 

prt.aonartt an4 t.ha c.p cOMandor at.atad. to t. he p-Uonano that ha didn • t. 

li.ka baricana and t.hat he cl1dn•t. care hoor 11AnJ or t.hD prtaonara died . 

n.- na onl7 a a1QI.le water aplcot. &lid t.t\a ,.t.ar in t.ha naar'b7 .u-­

na polluted. w1 t.t\ <t:faaotU'T. 

Tl\a daat.b rato t here wu ao alarallll t.t\at t.t\a Ja~ llO'fed t.ha 

Aaaricana to Cebanat\l&ll and diachar!;ad IIIley P'il1p1noa whoa tb-r ro&Uaad 

would UDC1oubtedl7 die ahort.l7, but preferred to ben t.h• die 1n t.be 

boeoa or t.lleir talliaa rat.ller t.ban ia t.ha - P· ~bower, aJ'P'OIIIiaat.al7 

271000 P'il1p1no pr1aonera died 1n t.ha o-.p 1 tael..C. At Cal>anati>ID the 

doat.h rat.o for tho tiret two 1110ntba 1IU )0 Aloerle&nl rer daTI but t.ha 

dead ..,,.. lett l.yinc ero111d t.ha cqp 1 .. t.aac1 or ba1n• taken over to 

1.ha hoapit.al. Tl\1a cqp a t. t.bat. t.ia _. in cbarte or a Ja...,... cor­

poral, but. attar .... c1oocraa or aro;anl.aaUon , .. obtained a Ja~a 

l1a~rtonant colonal na.-.1 llorl uri.Yed and took ..-:and. Lieutenant 

Colonel llorl fomerl7 operated a bic7Cl& &hop 1n L'la city or llanlla. 

It _. almoet 111?ou1ble to p t. a aick ...., into t. ha hoap1 t.al unleaa 

be ,.. pract.1call7 toed-t.ba Japaneaa cl1d not. ,...,t, to ha'ra t.lle1r roll 

oalla diatrul:ad :., tbeaa t.raoatara . L1auta....,t. c -anclar .l . r; . u.rrla, 

un, died art.er bailll unconac1oua tor foiU' d.,a 1n rq l1Y1111 quart.artt . 

Dur1 roc t.h1a tiM - ... d • ..,...,. artort to haY& hi• t r anatarred t.o tho 

hoapit.al. hraiaaion,.. tinall7 obtained but. ha died u bo •u bailll 

carried t.hroai:b t.ba hoa"!l.t.al pta. S..cll 1nc1dant.a aro DDt lllWI..all but., 

intaot., ..... - · 
-.>s-
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• 
, ,... MdioillUI available in ..anile ard u .. 11lllippl.ne Red Cro .. wu 

,...... than amd.OII8 to let our honit.al at Cabanatuan ~ HJ INt at 

candl.t.i.,.. in U.. c&ll' ord bad u.ir own dootore llllke • aun8)' ol U.... 

CO!II!it.ione, u a reeuH ot wtdoll we were tiMll)' peno1tt.e4 to ..... at ... 

aau llledicine, ..ainl7 qll1nina, tToa U.. nnllp¢.ne Red Croae . n-er, 

alter theeo ...Ucirwoa arrived the Japane .. kept tb.., ard would not 

rel- tb• to our doct.ora tor ,.,.,. U.., durlnc whieh ti .. II&IV diad 

ot llalaria. !be)' tol4 the dectore that th8)' would rel ... e the eedio1ne 

alter U..t had t.alcec &II ir.YC>tor)' ol it, ""Jch th8)'wcra in no hun')' to 

do . ,.,.. uount. ot aedicine recelvad ...., iudequate to lut tar but • 

ehcrt "l41r1od ot t1M. 

Occasionally tho Japane .. , particularly the int.erpretera , woulcl. 

bJ"\ltall.y beat or 1lep Aaericana w1 tbout cauao . lie wara roqdred to 

..... e e.- »lpa ebacu troa one >Ort.ioll or tiM cap to another . 'nUa 

was YOJ")' beaY)' work ard t.axod tM Mn1a atr.onctb. J.ltbO\IIth V..,. were 

doiJIC tbe ben t. 81 collld, the Ja- non-eo~~ in c.'w'le ot the 110\'illl 

belal>or..t th• Yi&oro\181)' with a lar1f• bMY)' rlcl.i~ crop ard Hrloua 

daaie ...., 1\Lftered by several ,.,.rl..,. , 

Lieutenant Colonel Cain ot tbo 200tb IO&tional !lu&rd, Wblle IIOtiOC 

u Exec~tive Ottioer ol the caap, ...., et.nocl( bellind t.ha ear with a rlcl.i"' 

crop b)' a Jap lllterpreter. a. ,._ ntrera parlodl can,. n-o. Y&J"7 aevere 

hu<laclwa , w1 tb croorifti parelJwia . 'nl1a ooodi Uoo baa been a ;oreva tee!. b)' 

another alal'!)ll.,. at the bard ot the Japaneee interpreter in the DI<Yao 

f'wtlll Col0117, 

-n.-
·,, Rh r SECI I 

1 

Regraded Unclassified



,._ Ja~ an..r oDe ......,.. floooa Cebenat.- alld !tlto \1141 aw 1 owd 

11111 ai&loll-ood N\aroed 81"11111 wtt.ll a n.liplao baed daatL1ac floooa a 

poa. !!WI IMed - ""' ooo a r- ptcbt • u.. .a ......s ..s latt. 

u..... &beNt. a ,.. tor paa.....tr,. to tan ...W.. 

Alloat. S.l>t I 'bed )00 ~t ColOMla Jl1&p end INlt-., II.S .A., 

atlll LleutetlaDt. 1 . D. DUbert. (ax:) , USII, at. te.pt.ed to •ca pe . 1'be7 

wva a J>Ilr&bended and beaten aow....:J.;r b;r Ula Japaoe" 1Jred!at.al;r. tile 

l • pn 1 1 ayat.rrr ol beaU.Dc 1a to ,... c11111e end r .. t. u1a17 1a tile 

'rtc:iiil. t.;r below \1141 ~ .,t.U \1141 'rtct.ia tal.la ,._ and be l a klckecl 

atlll .-,..s ...... t.llati. &.1'\at' t.beM ~ bea~. tile---

......s. !M;r ....... .tripPed and u..s 11J> wit.ll thdr - behind u- atlll 

beat.rw ...,... or le .. cooUDIIOII&l;r t.hroqhout. \1141 da;r. tba;r ..... llllde 

4ur1nc U>l.a Uaa atlll ..... not all......S to ba,. food arwatv. 1YeJ7 

n.lipl.lllo ..tlo paaaed al- U.. roed- atol'l*l ..S req111red to beat all 

- - 1a u.. r- wtt.ll a ~-r- lloard. It u.. nll'llllno cl1d 110t 

lttl'1bl U... baN --a;ll tbe Ja,._ beat. the FUl.,U.. Att..r - Cll,ye 

or t.111a u ... illlpoulble to ,_opts• &IIIJ or u. om....... 'liM!r .... 

a1ao latt nalcad 1D t.he O'PU dun .. a \;rP!oOD tor - <1q. At. tba alii! 

or t.ll1a t1aa all t.llraa ......, clra.u-ed o!t tor uao-at.ion. 0... oft1CG' •a 

(~Colo.! llep) aar .. 11a11111 apon h1a aboalder. tile Ja!)8MM 

NJ)orted t.llat t.be;r abo~ t.wo ...s wb1 ~'' ~. ~ oft1.,..""" eot. 

11- &IIIJ IWld or \rial wbataoenr u raqa1nd b;r Iat.crat.i-.1 ta. 
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Tho JOl)OinG4a attAr 0[10 ArCh fr<M> Cahana~..an and 'I~ tho 81ll"l'OUNI­

~n.1 noillbborhO<>d rc~t:rnod 8.1.1\ 1'\' wl t..'l a J'U.I.;'11>0 bead dan ltn traa a 

;>ole . 'lbb bead ..., t. on a fence .clt•t. on thn rs.1n ro>d &D<! lett 

t.here 3!lcu1. a -• :or ')US..r.>"" t.o t.a a ..-ni~ . 

!!lout. ... ~ )0, Lieut.ant Ce>loneil .I.Y s and ..,..tt.m , I:.S.A,, 

and l1eut.eaant ;1 , D. JU!>ert. (Cl'.C) , U:.eR , a~-pt.ed ~ ase&'lO . They 

were an r nhonded ond beaten soveroly by tha Ja"'lnese ill edtnlaly . The 

Jananco8 a )-.tft:a o f beat.in• 1s to "'" cl"'>>I end Coat ..al.nly .l.n tha 

Yieinit.y below t.!>a 1rneca ""~U the rlct.ia Calla down and he ll lr1 c~ad 

and et.o:::ped u;><>n then. 4.Cter ~hesa prella nary bu .. l:ra , t.'>e nn ,.,... 

t.ven to a ,. uaa 1uat outslde the e&s:> at one corner, located on t~a ..... ln 

road. '!'hoy 'Rra at.ri '>Od aDd Uod up rith their h &nes be!>lncl t•.,. and 

bca~cn lOON o•· len canUnUOU!Il y tltrou •)I >U~ tile cla7. Tiley •era nudo 

clurln• thb t<-.. and "ero ..ot allowocl ~ hen food ,. •at.u. rvery 

P'il.l.plnlo 'Who J&Saed lll= l' roa~ waa •~ .,.. an reql41...- ~ bO&t all 

tJ-.ree -en ln ~h. rae rit.h a two-Oy- :<>ur bo&rc! . .t :.h., IU lno clld ru>t. 

etrU:e tberl h&N eo ~ h the Ja ...neao ~ t t/1 .lipino. •t.. r u.r- da,-. 

Of tb.l.e lt WU Ul .JOS:blo ~ NM:O~.Uia ~ C t.ho oftiCf'r S . n..,. N1 

also lett 'l&kod tn t.l1o o en durl.l\; a t)'fboon r •r cne 1ay. At the oD.I 

of Wo tao 1111 thr ee were ara • 011 orr for u c t.iart. ~onr orflcor •a 

(TO!>&aly Ce>lol'lel 11-'8) au ttas lloln• upon hie e!lanlder . 1M Ja .... nuo 

Nt'lOrlecl that they a ~ •.a o&nl b<tbeadocl Ma- . n-a o!rtcor" .. ,... Zl(!~ 

r.i""'' • <1.'7 ldr ... or trial oatooev r aa raquirac! by Int.n-natlonal '-· 

J.l>out. Jlll.y 1 , 191.2, a1x 1.. ~Me: n Ma> ra , ell nllotod en , ...,.. 

• ..,......l!onclad by the Ja'lMeae tor deall~ YHI\ Filipino. t.o ret t O<>d , whl.cb 
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U., _.. _,,._ at. ld.., 'llrl- UlrouP a ·~ -""•" ~ -

_.. tied out. 1D u.. bot .. to a r- ...,.t. ror bS boura wl.u.o.t. tood 

w •*· ~ one ot u.., a:rU.S wi.U. thirn, ~ lO<'ft n- hU 

boftdil and J"al:l bAck 1Dto t.bit ,..u.ca 0&1111>, ba'fiq beell tied u11 out.eide. 

ue went .trailbt to b1a bart'aolal Allll rot a dJ'1Jik ot •ter and ~-

1D b1a b&rraeJal an... that. !be ·~- 1bund h1A _...' took h1A 

ooat &ad a-u7 abot h1a, &lid wo a'>ot tiM ot.Mr tl.n ~ IIIIo 

_.. .UU Uecl ...,. 1'ld.e &Uo _. d- wl. t.boat arq t.rial. aDd ca U.. 

- that t.b1a llUUC'Qlar - -. ~· to •ca;>e • 

.1. ~ ~ ot SO A.erl.•m a..u..ted --.pa1riac tile C&l,...S.t 

lrtdp 1llldar pan! ... attaeqd - mpt. b)- F1l.ip!.DD parillaa. !be 

parlllM ld.llad ......-.1 Ja~ p&rda &lid w-.dad otll8ra &ad tot -7· 

The J&I*MSO aelact.d t1n .t.aerlcca at. r&lldoa trooa the wor1<1111 J)U't.J 

&ad ahot. thea 011 accoomt ot t.b1a at t.aok . 

At t.ba llano "-1 Col.oa;r, lllout. April 1, 19113. t.be .Ia.,... c..i-d 
1D • act.r)' t.cNr 1>7 tile '-!'lt.el ahot llld ldllad .., ~ boa;dt.el c..,.­

..., 1>7 u.. - ot w... c,..,.. dla;l. - ~ t.be 

'- and jlwt. 011taida ot tile '-l'l tel ~ 4 c:ad ranee. Be '*'- \111rat7 

ud o ..u.d to - ot b1a 'booddi• ca u.a ot.ll8r aide ot tile r- ad 

u n.ll\ia to~ ...... a- ot -t..r. ":'bml t.b1a-. ,_and u 

llcl' ..... at.oopln~ to p!.ok up t.be C&Dt.MD, the pant &bora lWl llhovt.ad 

at 1\ia. l!cl'aa, art.er p!.clc1w; up tha c.~t.aan, Oll&Dad t.be cap end let 

• - ot tM wter tl'ickh out to &how tha IUU'd that 1t ... &II t"""""&'t 

..t. llbUa po>:rS.Qa t.be -c..r, U.a IUU'd &hot lc1•, t.be INllat en~111 

SECilET 
-rr-

SEC SECRb"'T 

Regraded Unclassified



they were ""ll~ a~ h1 b "'f'ices ~!u-OUP.b a "blac~ arlmt . • Theoe """ 

,.,,.. Ued O".lt io t.l>c !'lot am> ~o a fence ost tor 43 !'lounl wHI>out food 

or •tor. l'1.n:1lly one of e.hcr., c:ra~od 1r1 tb t.hirst , got 1.,-~., J"roa !U.a 

bonds arrl ran bll~ into t"" Tison car,>, havtn1 been t<ed u., out.:Jidc . 

lie nent. atr:&i&ht t.:J 'oJ.s b&rrru:'::J and ~ot a drink of ""tor ant' r.W.ned 

in 1>13 b.>rrnc.., a.ttor tl>nt . The JA,...,.OliO found blm t..,.,ro , toak IW:I 

out and slQl!.tMly ehot hia, and oleo a~ot the otbor !'1ve '' orleans who 

,.,.. still tied u;>. !'hia &lso 1r&S done without any trl&l and on tho 

oxeuse ~hat thio ""r t1e:ua.r ...., was try:Ln• to escape . 

A wor<in- part y or 50 A"'~ricans-nl~tod •on-re.;>&1rln• the C&luapi t 

Bridge under gu<U'd wsa at.t•cl<ed one nt ~ht by l"iliplno !'Uerilltu~ . The 

gu6r1llas ldllcd sevcro.l J o"'"""so r,uards a."ld wo· nded at.!lere and pat Day. 

The Japanese selected !1ve A~ericanc at rand~ ~ the wor1<1n• party 

and shot th"" oo account of t.his l1t.t.ac1< . 

At t ho D.>vno ~en.al Colony, about AnrU 1 , 19h3, tile Ja,..,.,oe "UArd 

in 11 sontr)r t.our b:y the bos~! tal shot L"ld ldl ed o.n A.rJiif hos~1 tal corpc-

man by t.he n&!'lle o.- 1'cFce. cFce was cUr;in-.. ca..ot.es undernot.ath tho 

tower and ju•t. o,•sido of t.~e hos~it.o.l com:><>und fence . '!" bccaa t.hirsty 

and e ell.od to ~"" of hiD bll<ldioa on tho .,...hu aide o! the !<'nco and 

as I ad hll:l to throw over a cant "" of m•ter . hen this """ dena and ruo 

lfc!"eo was 5te>opin • to pick ., the eante-.n , the -uard above hi:o shouted 

ot hll:l . cFoc , otter ptckin• u;> tl'.e cantoen, o,Allod the cap ond let 

s o-c o! tho water trickle out to """" tho ruar<1 t'.at 1t was an in:10eent 

act. llbi~e pot;t"in• the water , t.ho i"ard ahot t.c!i'oo , tho bullet entoril'li 
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• 
b.l.,e aboulder and eOOLI.Jijt ou~ the lour abd....u whieh ah00111 t.ba~ the 

t1.r1.a8 took place .era.. al:aost c!U'eet.ly above . 'lbo Ja~ apin 

tried to bl.a. the .J>ontilll on an at te..pted 011eape on tho part ot 

ll.cFctt. 14cf ae had no clothing or oquii""'DL or &rJ;f ld.Dd 'lll.t h hiA. 

II&D;f pri aonrra ....., bec..UC at rue ted ... ! t.b a curvy dlJD to a lack 

or Vit.aln c. 'l'ht!ro '"" JIAey ~1'111 • • rich OOUN:O or Vitaz:dn c, ill 

t.ba llrtao PeDIIl OolCIOl)'. 'l'ha Jajanese tbemsclvea do not lil<e leaons 

and 1ll.ll not IX!nli t "" to have llQJ', and duriJ\1 railla I havo a nUl a.er a 

t.boueand l•ooa at one t.i.loe floatin.& down atreu and >Ut ot t.be Coloey. 

One ""arican wh1 te woman ..,. r apad on B&taan by two Japeneae two 

One or t.bo outa t.andil1&l Yiolationt~ or Internat.Lonal Law wa.a tbo het 

t.bat a1"ter the capt.ure o t B&ta&n t hey i natall ecl a r till..,.,. within and 

closely adjacent to ....,. f i old hos;>l.talo 'Obicb ...,... still crowded with 

oick and wounded with the result that illotNctiona 1111r11 giYe:n an 

Cort'elidar not to tire on theao bat.tortcG. 

'!'he J&1)&Jlelle did not r;.mit us to send &rJ;f n tico hoooo W'lt U on 

Jarwarr 1 , 1943. 'llo wero then ponoHt.ed to aalul out ~ and &pin a 

month later. llhotber or not t.bclla ~ svwr urri.YDC! I do n<>t lenoir but 

I bell we tbat I nternational Law require$ that tho o;>oortuni ty to ulce 

out such not iricationa shall 'be a rtordod to all priaC>Illll"a ~atoly 

In II,Y eleven a:ntbs or apriao~~Mnt 1 wu ,.Ud onco , recoi Y1lll! tho 

" "'" or 2S Ja;:anoeo print.ed peaoe , to gat W!ll.cb 1 had to al.!:n up tor GOI>t 
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• 
eboo. •o ....... &Daured that t.bto l"<<l!!&lodar ns on c!oporlt to our eredit 

1n t.be Japancae bank at lleTao City , and the Japane .. enn ntrt. ao ru-

aa to cllllri;o u.o ona reao Car '11Atlufactunng our •choP"~ a1rnature. 

'!'bey d1.d not. !llnliah WI with our •chop. • l!onvnr, t !te J apanuo were 

paid warrant otf'l.cera and eecon<t liouter»nt.s . On t.hl.s oecon<t ,_nt the 

count """ 1ncroond •o tlwt I 11'0uld havo dra:m 50 pesoo bAd I r-u.d 

to bo paid . 'l'bo ~t ....., .-ode on a alid.1n(; I>C.Ilo doomn.rd according 

to ra.-.11 L'ld enlioted cen nre not paid at all . Tho Navy and IIanne Corpo 

officers bold alre..:IT aot up a board 'llbl.ch d1v1cl<:d a.r.10 of tho :oona:r 

recaivsd by tbe off1cors •ong tho r.avy and ll&rine Corpo enlisted puoon-

Nil. '!he Arl1ty """ att..,ptlw to put the suo idea into e!!ect . 

#.t the Ihvao prioon c•p there U"rl-.ed eu-ly 1n Jaru&r)' 191U , a..cl 

Croes acpplil>o, 11111ch I understand were brougl\t by t!te Japanese VOS$&1 

11111ch had bc"n need in the exc~e of d1pl"""ts . F.ach :oan reee1Ted 

two i ndividual boxes and titt.o-n c.ms or a1ther corno<l boaC or uat and 

Y"l!"tablo s tew. 'nl~o .,., 1IC!1'0 d1Gtr1buted to \UI at the rate or two 

d1ac:mUm.ed ;iving ua lillY' ot our regular rati~n axoelrt. tor pla1n, aiaple 

then ..,.t it a Cllraha.:> should d1e of old a ce . '!'hoir atopplM of tho 

regular rat"on to "" • 1n errect, co,t1tuted • coofiacat1on or the llo<1 

Cross .up;>l.ha u the Ja_,.c quartenauter could thon put into hia own 

pocket t.!to 110ney 'll!lich he """ ouppooed to uao to feed us . Cn1'ortunatoly, 

after theae Red Cross n pp.J.ea cn e out i n about a1 ~t weeka , tho 
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Ja::--e ell<! no~ co beck ~o t.be prftiau. rat.i..c. Thia will be cOYere<l 

wnhe" IIDda' t.he wbjoct of •roo~~.• 

n.. Ja_. require ... rr ...,. at. t.he Drno ..-• aon C&JI!> to ~ 

and t1Ht7 IO;Il!ce no cl at:.m:Uoa bet.woon o1'!'1cera and .An ! n 1.1-.e tn>e of 

worlr. Tlw "-rican c..., o't ic1.ala '-a aucceecle<l in <lifterar.t.J.a~U. 

be-n t.he ......st <looe b)' ...U.to<l en and otficera. Ronver , o!ficua 

or all ratllal and up to the ~ cr !.;; .n re(lul.recl to work under .,err 

acfnree circc.tancu in rice pedcll•, barneUo and >lam~ rice . 

1 1 pora~nal.ly, 1wl ~o clean out Japaneae l a tr1nea , s cwa• e diapoe.:la , 

cart>-&• pU.e , am c!o otl:ar t.hor "llhlch no J.ao<rlcan s!IO<Il<l bo l'*luire<l 

to portora tar 8ll,10no . The JapanoH would not penrlt ua to do uaotlll 

f lll'!:lini to MintaiD ourscl• • , but caed u to wort tor c1YI.llan Ja!*'eae 

nr-, a uch u lo•pn.r cC<"nan.lea . 
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.LMriC&D prio ~noMI oa!'tu>-od on Cebu were , tor ~1\o oooo~ part, n~ 

1D 1 acbool ru..... Llo toaaa~ J . r . loalloa, •Pc l7 COrpe , 11.S. ll . , 

&l'J)U'entl)' cleei'*l to eoca;>e and wl th a peel< wan~ benea~h t.ho achool 

bOUIIo allout cluok 1n llq 1942, and,.... n>t., Uw.-. ... ttl 1t. bee._ 

darlt, 1 0 ~ba~ ho coulcl -~~ .. pt. ~ -o t,'u-,~ tho ·u~ ronco . o'hllo 

-.1Ua.l be ch.l.acod bia llol1nd .cc rcl1.lll to hie at...~ -.Ko to trlob!o 

and ro~urnocl w hie Q10lll"Ura . • Fillplno ro ,.,..t.od "" tho Ja.,.neso ~~ 

.., .bericaa ba4 t.riod ~o ooea;>e . ':'be Ja enNC ... uonecS • ric .na and 

no one llda1 t ted w tho ac~ . Tho Jnro t..'len ~lc all A• ric.tm w t.ho 

ja1l 1o CoiN and qgea~ .o:Jod t.._ 1DdJ:rl.h.all7 nth no auccoos . 1'h"7 thon 

called the all t.ocoU,er an<! otot.ocl t.~a~ each k r1caa ... o..'d be 1nd1rt­

~ tonu>-od unill t.booo aatcrtod t.!.e - or "-"• ::;an .,.,. bad beon 

under tho acbool bou:.e . Uout.enan~ llullocll: Ulen at.at.od l....,t 1l the 

J•-•• wo.w! au- =~ ~ rea;> ~ retaliation on ~be other lD"l.oonera 

bo would ldait w ~ t.ho prlsonor in queation. The Japanese IIGMiod and 

ko~ tho b&ria1a. '1bo o1.ber -. rlca!IS ....,.. ~tllrllocl w tho eebool bouse 

a~ omo and Bullock a tn clays later . lie ....:ohecl no puaiah:oan~ and , 1o 

otrec~, wu onl)' wan>OCI ""t w be a bed bo7 and tr)' 1 ~ ~&111 . Tile Japan­

ooo -.arnocl ~t, in ~be tl.turo, if ~ a~t...--t.od w uca,. and .,.. 

ca~t, ho woulc1 be execut.oc!, and ~ ... ~ it t.bc7 u ca;>ocl ouc,cooat'llll)' Colonel 

Cornoll.1 the Aa.rlcan =-Andar, 1IOUld '>e IIXDCUt.od. 

SoM~ae later t= 7U1,i.- ,.,.. .,- ~cr"'od tln~~rin,• n th tba 

licht. Pi t cb at U. J3....,.. r•o n ~~. ':be Jo,.._., c.,.truad 

t.b1o ao an ottort on t."e pert CJt tho r11J pi nos to aca "'· About. t.110 •clock 

- a1't.on>o.:rn the Ja- -.t. tor Colo.-1 ::OJ'Mll and wlcl b t • t.bat ~ 
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d•1.recl to m- it he 1dahed to wH,.aa the execution. Colonel Coraell 

i nkll.no t 'ult he wu about to be exacutod . Aa he" on~ th r ootb the pte 

c.. J apanese sai.d to Ida, • rou had better tell your trtendl goodby. , • and 

Bul1oc!< turned and waved and 11&1<1 . •sea you later, boY"•" 'l'be Jape.oese 

reported t"at they bDI!oaclecl 3ulloclc . At no tilllo <11.<1 he recai.ve an:r trial 

ncr.,., i t , in art..:t , <t'#er ehOW!'l that bo !ll.lldo a dctinHe att .,.pt to 

eecapo , llS "" returned to hie quart.rs or hie """ .. olition. 

!lac!l.o l!lcctri oian J . 5 . Leroy, o.s .J:., was o>icl<ad 'll' by the Ja-se 

em Cebu before surrender ard wtth t..>u-ee Filipinoa was in a cell i n tho 

Cebu city jail. li'ban iMnean orficu prisoners wore t uen to the jaU 

art.er tho surrondcr aO!H <wero aasli:Md to hie call . Sis clothes and 

those cf tbo !"1lipino81 with othar itod such Ols toilet Ceat'1 _,.. GUll 

in the call and nono or tho ! our were ever aoen ..:ain. FilipU>o occupants 

cf t he jail st.atad that Leroy and the tl\rae 1"1lipino8 t'rooo the - call 

-re moocutod by tho Japanese . 

t o me by Lieutenant Charlea Slain , tl. S . ll3val Kaeerve , who acted aa a 

kind ot :U.ai.aon or!icer between the Aeerlcana and the Japanese . 

Shortl,. after the surrondcr or ICindanao ,....., bu-ic&n priec>nera 

were coneont.ratcc! a t llan£alan, W>.Doo , and IIJ.JX!anao . Thay _...later '!IArcbecl 

to the seaport of ni£an , a cl1atance or about twonty 1dlee . Al.th""')l 

theaa ·'1"1a0llera bAd ah.,.., they ......., r equ1recl to c.arrr tb• and walk .,...._. 

r ooted • and t.brouihout tha journey all priaonua wera linked '111 th each 
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..- b7 nre. 0.0 U\11 t-rip the Ja- ... out.ecl u.r.. "-rioaD 

pa-U.,..,.. wboee- I C&DDOt ,_ NC&ll tar ~a. bolt. tbe tact. 

or the aecutf.Otlll ia c.rt.aia. 
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a.,-.u 1 .. c. a~o.r-, v.a ••• c., let Lt. Jack llaldna, u. a.11.c . • lot 

Lt, Ml.a-.1 DeliSI olelo, O. I.L C. , - Lt . ( I.C, 1111• ) L. A. lo oleu, U. S .A,, 

- Lt, (AC) ,._1 Orulde, O,S.A. , l c\• R. B. lplolaJ~, U. S.A. , and 

l et• Paul arellall , U, l ,.t.., .,.. etill • • \M 1tluol ot lllnd&nao with the 

perilla to..-. a u - bu bU h.h - 1D41rtdual eaperhn•• u 

to ...... Ill --at aad atrM1U.. pruU M4 upoll ,_r1...,., flwlo 

- ._,.. tree ~ ,n- ~· aot to job the JUerlllao, a.lld not 

3'&n tiS athl~ tlle1r ow pen~ ,...._, but t or tho purpooo or r e­

jaialac \M1r •- fl&ht 1Dc t oreoo, where \My """ l ei haft a ohenoe to p t 

'ilull It tile .lapo••• 111\loout lleiDc Mh.1Dd the el,bt-bo.ll all the t t.o . 

tile ,...,. .. , I -nlT ....-n the\ it a eu-.rinl ohoulcl touoh azq 

Wurl l n tlla~ .,... lD tile porto ........ or other auig:ud dutl••· t hat 

t~o.• lefta atfllll'l u d - lie pilb d up, I aloo 1\IIIP i t that tbil 

Ml\ a _,. patrol u 1 t 11\lld euilJ' baps>~a t.b&t at tba ond ot a pa trol 

t~o.• ....... pn•a.ore ooul4 aot 'N aY&lloblo dill to tho rapidly chonc­

lDC li\uot 10D betwla the cuor lllaa ..,4 t ho J 0 - 1 1 . 'l'heoo IIID bad 

'Mia pwf"tly wUUDC to rial< th.alr U fto to t ry ancl .oQ a roao onobly 

...,,.....,. 'f071CI lor eail-t..,. t _,teo atronclT roquoot oon-

e1doratlea ot th.i1 pl ea. 

_,.r-
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n.. - r111p1Aoa who £W.cle4 t he party, Benip<> de l a Orua , lllld 

ytetorle ~-. only &eked that they be &l.lowed to &OCOJ:Ij)IU\Y Ul 011 

the aallboat and that i f w reaoh<ld oat.t y I i ntercede to obtain a 

pardon ror th..,.. .llm&nm;; br.a aened eleven yeo.ra of a lit e t or.. f or 

hmol.oido 01>d de la Crus - nine y•ra of ,. IOTentoon y tJOr aenten oo. ]loth 

of thuo .. n were hol pl'ul , wUlin; , and ooura(!eoua ond ne1 the r -• of 

the ha.rdoud or11a1n&l typa . I requoa ~ thllt Proddant Quuon bo o.alcod 

to i u uo thn o p&rdon to be afteoted ..men praot 1o4ble. 

In .... ""¥publicity 11 OTOD c1von to t hi o oacape i t lll.;;ht be 

poooible thot tho preoonc. o! U•••• two ri lipinos would be de si red ~~re 

or 1!1 t he 11nl. ted Stat .. tor prop"l:onda purpoaeo in ;>romo Un: Fil ­

A•riean h4naony and coopera tion . 

- (;, {, -
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IISCIWIISOOS 

Aauican and BriUah cirlll&DII , iacl...U.,. Anq and In}' f--.la 

nursoa , .._ 1at.enwclat. t.ha santo f- t:ninnoUy in ·....ua. l 

Wldent.and t.bat. 1n "-, IWsUa ra41o .....,..cad th.kt. t.be ~ 

....., be~ t.ranafarNC! t.o z- a-. I aao llZidarst.and U..l. U..lr trollt..­

-baa beaD aauetaet.o1')' u t.lw)' v. al.l..-1 t.o a~ tha diet 

l"'lrn.lallad u- w1 t.ll .,..,. obt.ained tl'OII b-l and. in llaul.la and no .. t.ba 

l:billJ>Pine Jlod Croas . Lt.. ec-!r. l'llnoorw bu considerably liON dat.ailad 

iACoraaUon t.ban 1 on th1o aubjact . 

fila atetr or t11a u . s . lual lloepit.al at "-'Mcto, cant.a , ..,.. in­

t.enwcl tint at. Santa Sc'bolaat.ica oo ...,_ylY.Ua St.raat ill ol&nila 1 t.ben 

_.ad t.o u.. ,.....,. n-otary Scllool and t1nall.y about .Nly 1 , 19112 -ad 

to Old Billbid Priaon, llan1la , ...,..,.. tM7 are at.Ul loceted. Aceord.lnc 

t.o a<>et racont. roport.o by gu41rilla apia& they • ere not. perait.tad t.o ra­

t.a1a t.be1r eura:1cal equ:l.peent. an;. ban Tar)' lUUa aedicine . 

fila tiald 1\oe;>lt.ala 1a Bat.aan .. .,.. ..,.antually rea«ad to C•p 11, 

at. ~ti>&D. Thla b"";>lt.al bad ......,Uoal.ly ao aedieinaa lll>at.aoanr 

andTery llt.Ua equi;aent.. Tba CotTqidar bo&":dt.al ._. ~ C1ret t.o 

t.lle old top-41ido boafit.al and lat.ar encuated, t ho pat 1ant.a cotna t.o 

Old Billbicl in llanila and tha nuraea to S&nt.o T- lin1TOI'a l ty. fila 

aajori t.y ot t.ha doc tore were .. ot to uld lillbid. 'l'bo DaTAo Roo pi t.al 

wu al.lcond to rat.atn aucll of ua A""f aedical and 8UJ'Iical eqllip­

..,t and in A<ld.1t1on baa t11a ,... of..,.~, aqai-•..,.. io l.ba com1.ct 

hos-:l.t.al in l.ba ,.nal col007. o-ar, t.haro wu 'ftJ')' llt.Ua ...Ucina 
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• 
At. tbe U.. I l ett. CabanataaD, tha Jape.ne• 'IVtl odf1na GUt 

AMriaan doetGn to aocooopaD1 ell depo.rt.in& J& lo r deta.l.l.ll 1nolll41na 

th01011 p1JII to Japu, 

!'1111 Jape:M" wn uaills AMriaan .u....,... to try and brine up the 

.Uwr llbioh ... d.-pad .,...r tbe aide near Corral!idar. !'1111 Jape ueed 

1'111plao .Uwra to l ooate the allwr and AMricen8 to briJ1s it up. 

The IIOl'lle ot AMrioan prill(liMre 11 pnerally f air and eliiCept.ioft­

all.)-rood~ tbe ou-.n-tllloee Wider wh1cb t.be:r are liYiDg. 

!be •.1ar1 t :r or thea lceep their ......J.e up b;r bel18rlna that help 1a 

juat around tbe .....,..r, Aa tar aa I lal011 th..,. bu onl7 bMn .,.,. 

aotaal eu141de due to """tel depraooion. A\ llo.n.o a couple haw tr1.cl 

to ldll thoouelfta due to tbe 1nteMe pain tbol' ....., oon.tantll' aurror-

ina troa 'bar1• ber1. Their at tnpt t&iled . 

Lt., ea.dr, J'rite lfaroeeter, 11. S . N,R. I Lt . Sll!l 111laon (I . V. S. ) , 

u.s.u.R. 1 and Ena . I . D. Richard-, u.s .N.R., are rn. on the 1aland 

arable le,.t.h ot U.. and qht poeaibl.y haYII 1n1'arme.t1on ot ooaald• 

arable 'felua. Lt. C<Ja!r. 1\'oroeatctr and Lt. "1l•on are now deep 1n 

the .l"""le 1n bUM~ trOll tho Jepenoo.... Lt . COIII!r. t'orceotar llu 

&l.raactr w1 thlltood - MJ.aa 01' h1d1na cout and 1t 1o IQ' poraa>Ll 

op1Jiion upon oloee obMrvat1on that be -.., break <1o1m I!IOlttall:r 11' be 

undercooa IUIOtber euoh period. I know ot ~ t1w llt.vy enlieted -

1n the ~rllla 1'....,.• en Ulnd&nao. I do net know their 1n1ti&l<o or 

ratee wt will try eatiatiJIC their rate11 

- &! -
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c.•.•· ottcte, R. M. 2/o lalllo:oJ a.o. l/o lilpo"•' M. ll. l/o 1Aw11, 

and !'\~ale , rat. ~ I bal1eft U..t aU or theM ..., _... 

attaobMI t.o t.he lloW2- 7arpedo lloat ~ 13. 
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Regraded Unclassified



CQWR hAM A ;) S"W.,UI<m 

(a) It. S.. poortectl,y f w.Alble to coot...c~ 1 rutpc<IDiblo M rlc<m 

orrioca in tile O..vao l'eMl Col~ .l'r<lll t.be nort.ru:.rn a.w. .. ot t.OO 

col~ w1t.bout t.be Japa f W J.J U oot.. 'ih1a 1to a ... to t ru. raot. 

that \beT """" ~ pt.httr l.n& fiJ .,..ood f>l" loz.i.Qg in tho Jun;:l• 

it.aelr. 1boN V..U"Idr.g det.aila nre (!WIJ'dod 't<y about t410 J&JIIU"'H 

.. ho in gononLl. ar. af'loatd ot £!1t.tine near t.ho JUI'IClo and do not 

Jaintain a clan. 'llLtoh co t.be prUonorD. I t M.-1 to 'bo a £(lnOl'U 

aent.inont """""~ the J'apAllCOC cuardo t,ht.t tl-.c jungl e ...,. infuted lq 

ra- ready to l op orr their hco.M. Accordir~y, it t~ould r.ot. 'bo 

iapocu1blo ~o dollvor to a rcupCiloJ.blo ' aeriean prinont!T "'ult.iplo 

V1t&:tin Pilla ar.d intraooftJ>Olw vitanl.n 1l]. aolutioM. l l eft in 

llindanao d.etaU.ed al«>t<:~..on "'111 Wora1.1on ~ thf! pr110Dll 

O&llp 1 tH1f • 

Lt. c-lr. l'art!onD allBUM>a ""' thAt be could pt. e1miler l>edioineo 

--..;;l..S 1nt.c the risOil a t Calxw6t.uan. I£ the'"' nod.icillea could 'bo 

Mnt in I biiline that d.,.Uw could be rt>clueod ao.;. 

(b) In C&IIG " " should oontel!pl.at.e ~on att&elc on :indanao 

I ~eat tL&t. the prio"""ru t.IJen> be cklllwnld b:r tho guorll.laa 

roroeo adJacent to the ..,., 11bout row- daye I .r.,.., '-"' attack. .­

.,...... ot the Jllj)Arl(leo a t titude tol:an!G de t.b 1t i a quilo poaaiblo 

t.hl!.t. in coae ot a &coeral a t tack on ~o t 'l4 1~1aon a t.barltiaa 

l'ligbt at.~ to oxt6nl1tlat.e the priacmon . '>inca t.be.Y are aAGo 

cOilNDed in a v.:cy ....U &nil\ Cl<>Miat.in« ot el.~bt. cl..aely 11J**1 

~ltD~ b7 batllled wire, t.ho Jape "oild 'bo a\J.• to cercy 

aut. t.b1a plan bafo, o '"C\J\1 Aac>ricll.-.e could t •t Oftr tl-.o f OI>CG . 

~i·( HI I -.It \! L'I 
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(c) It it 1a .,... ln\uded tllat. -hl .lntOlW&t.ion be race1wd 

rna "'nda-o and tile Pll111pplnota 1n pMral, I rac-1114 tbat our 

pecopl.e be ~ with nUidarcl poo-t.abla ~caU.m eq¥1~, 

'""" ....,. \nlll at.rl.p ctp~>erw or 11a1 ted 41apoA u...., w1 t11 t.rUDoc~ 

pes 1 • 1 to oliMrn IUl4 operate, It poeaiblo, there oli<Nl4 be 

- - or 41raet. c~Um ~n the - atet.1CD ln 

t loo l'b1ll,.._ '""" t.11a llli'r7 .uu.... vntl ·~ r.ru.. ...,., .. or t.ba 

• u,. 41N'llllll\:r or : m1cet1Qc ~ u:r...,. otlM!r tbu ra41b 

bet-n pciJita •1 th1.a the PhWppineo , an lnternal c......u>1oa Uon 

11;1atee t.bara 1a .,.... iJiipori&nt. Otberw1eo ln thn U. of nee4 an 

...U... plaa will 'llreelc ~ ..,. to lMit of ~ interml "' ' -

oeU... I will 41-.a 4etalla nth tbn Solder •rrq S1CMJ. Corpe 

orl'i.nr bare. 

-71-
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, September 194). 

liEI!ORANDilll FOR TEE PRESIDEIIT: 

Sub!ect : bjor Dye:a' !!aport on Japenese 
Atroc1u ... 

I w:derstand that you ,..queat..d a c<>py of a re~ort •de 
b)' llaJor Willia» E. Ore•• concerninc hia &)lperier.ces ttd obsena­
tiona aa a pri•oner of war in tt• Philifpines . The report is 
attached . 

In aul:loitting this doeuaent , I wish to point out tb&t a 
consider able dieadvantega might reault rroc making public refe~ 
enco at tbia time either to ~ajor Qyeaa' eecapo and presence in 
tbia countr7 or to the Jepaneae atrocities which be describee . 

The GRIPSHOLII baa aailod for Coa, Portuguese" India , on 
ita aisaion of exchanging American and Japaneoe nationals, and 1 
undaratand thet the Bri tieh have arran red for e aiailar exet.ange 
when tho Japanese exchange ship hoe completed its present aisslon . 
In addi Uon, tbe CRIPSHOLI. ia c&rrJing dru&a and supplies to our 
nationals iaprisoned or intsrned b7 the Japanese . It is possible 
that his will be t~.e last occasion u;><>n which we stall be able 
to pt such supplies to thea b7 aeana or en exchange ship . 

I balieve the S\.CCOOI or the axct.anre .. , be ~eopardbed 
1C •• bring up the question or Japan••• atrocities before the o:r;­
chongo baa boen enaploted, probably about the middle of ~ove,.ber, 
and tba supplies have been dellvorad , aoaewbat later . 

Chief of Starr. 

Enol . 
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• STATXMS!i'T Cll' I'.AJOB lo'ILLIAH K. DYESS, 

AIR CORPS, CO~Cl'J!Nil'O EXPiRIENCES AllD C!S!!RVA'I'IONS AS 

PRISONER or liAR IN TilE PBIUPPINES • 9 APRIL 1942 

TO 4 APRIL l9h. 

• Tte ae·nt.encee which are UD4erl1ned 1n th!a etat-exent are 1nctd.enta 

vhlch were ro:portod to MaJor Dyoo• b7 otboro and net pononall7 ex­

por1ence4 or vitneaaed. 
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ll&taan ha4 aurre:>derecl but ve voN otlll Willer carurt.ant ~ot 
b7 tho Japanooo 1 1oM 1-rlc:&ll &D4 Filipino prtooaero """ ••••bloc! at 
•ar101l8 pointe on Bataan. 111 oquocl.roc>, tho 2l.ot Purouit Sq11&4roo "" 
concentrated OD l'.erinleo cut-off approxt..tel7 • Dl trozs l'.arl•elea 
!!arbor. At cla7 light, 10 April, 19~, vtthout pontittlns the priacMre 
to eat anr foocl, -.b1ch ooM hac!, thor .,.,.. aoaeabled ancl clr1Ten to 
Mar1nloo AirpOrt In trucn. Thoro the Japan••• aearched all the 
pr11onero 1 oft1COTO eM enll!Rod .. n, and tOOk pr&CtiCSllJ all of U,.ir 
poraonal belonstnso. Man7 of the Mn hac! Japanoeo tokens and money In 
their poeeoaoton, and had boon pro•loual:r eoorohed, thoee found v!tb 
an:r Japanese 1tema In their pooaoooion vero ldllad. One of these !ndl· 
•Jdu&lo """ C&pta!n $pr!neer of tho Air Corpo vho vno ill charge of 
obaenat1on peat near 11.11 . Poet 160 on ll&ta&n. l!o vas beheaded. (A 
nuaber of ortlcoro e:>4 men oav th lo. I checked to aoe If Copt. Sprinser 
ner reported to any Jap CUQ>. llo did not. ) Ae eoon ae tho lnepoctlcn 
,.,... o•er 1 we started marobtns on tho national roo.d ott ll&to4n tovard San 
Forna:>do, Paapanga. Thle arab io roforro4 to by AMr1cao prloonere of 
var ao the "Death March of ll&to4n. • lied tho Aaartcane e:>4 rtllp!noa of 
B&taan knCMJ tho fate 1n oton> for th•, thoualt boaton, hunsrY and tlrad 
!rca ..,ntha of hardablpo In tho laot hectic dar• of co:bat, nenr vould 
tbo7 ""'"' aurrondered to our dlobcnorobl.o foe. FUrther reolate.nca and 
bloocl·abod """ oh1oual7 uooloea, but Uttle did anyone dcreaa that the 
•Jor1t7 or thoae Yho -.rcbed 4ovn tbat duat7 road vere t.o die. ft'~t on 
tho rteld of battle ao a ooldior ohould die, but In a "laM of pl.ont:r," 
In f1lth7 Japanooa prlacno, t'ro!l otanation, diooaeo, or brutallt:r. 

Ao ve marched alons tho road, tbe occup7tns Japanese troops conotantl:r 
ooarohed and ela:ppod tho priaonero of var 1 rosardloaa or sao or rant. I 
111/n"chod only a abort dlate.nco before the Japanoee otripped me of ~ 
poroonal belongings . Ono Japaneoo ooldior took m: canteen, govo tho water 
to a borao o.nd threv tho cantun '"'"1· Another boat ae .. ral of ua v1th 
a etic~ becaueo ve were vearins "tin helmets,• the on1y coYer ve had. 
It voo a terzoif1cally hot da7 ao vo marched alo"'! tho road vtthout food, 
cOYer, or vater. We vero maro.bod. out. 1n groupe of 500 to 1 1000 mn; I 
vao approxuatal:r In tho ll.!ddle sroup. In tho attornoon, I aav a 
FUiplno soldier -.bo had n1dently boon b&Tonottad. Sbortl:r after that, 
vo !roiuentlT puao4 .,.n lrtns alonsoido e:>4 on the road. Man7 had boon 
run oftr b7 Jape.nooe trucko e:>4 flattened. Tbooo cen had been rocontl7 
k1llo4. li\llll>or One l!oop1tal '"'" ooYorol:r bcabed b7 the Japanooo. MlnJ' 
pationto loft tbe hoepltal e:>4 -""ero4 aroun4 1n their hc.p1tal pa,Juao 
a:>4 roboa. 5aoe "'"" throvn Into tho aarchtns oolo.&ne or prioonero. 
What. tho1r hto w.e, I do not know; bove••r, tbe Japanese toot no COD· 
114erat1on or tate . Many AMrlce.na ver• ton:ed. to act ae c:arglldon, 
carrrins nr-, hea"f}' loada of li.!Utar:r OiUlpmeot. Such troot.,.nt '"'" 
d1roctlJ r.,.ponelble for tbo death or SjJt. :Batoon, an outotandtns man 
of '-7 organi<atl on. Some of thoae 110!1 vero forced to atay and vorl< for 
the Japanoao under the oholl tiro froa Corrogldor . At tan o ' clock that 
night vo vere -do to march book for t vo bouro for no apparent reaoon. 
So.oral hunclrod of us vero placed 1n a rice patty vtthout room to lie 
down. An officer aaked poraiooion to got vator and a Jap eentrr beat 
hia v1th hie fiet a:>4 rifle butt. flnall7 a Japonooe officer peraittod 
\II to drink water frotl a nee.r·b1 carabou vallov. 

llonntb AprU. lie vero •-nod before clayllgbt and otartod 
march Ins do"" tho road. Durlns tblo u.-, t bouea:>da of Japanooo aoldioro 
1114 artlllerr UD!ta vera ootttns ~p poo1t1cn. to tiro on Corregldor. 
J!llllclr~a of Japaneoe trucko loaded VI th ooldiero vore conotant11 pooo-
1"6 uo. One Japaneao stuck blo rlflo 0\lt of a raot--a•tns truck and bit 
an A.a.-rican on the bead, knock1"8 hia oen .. luo. !be ccnetant 4uot 
clcuda ra1oo4 b7 the truclro o.n4 bl1otor Ins beat lncreaaed th torture 
ct tho aarcb. lie ~-ere told that w """ld be glftn foo4 ,,..tiM that 
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'"""'1ni oo vo arched till 12 o •clook and vero perstttod to get wter out Of ~ 4.1rt7 et. ..... , but llO t'ood. Threo Ot'ficore Verto I'UIOYOd rraa 
tho pr1....,.rw, throW> rou&bl7 trn.o an aut...abiu b7 t.bo Japaneao . llbJo , or Vbat their tat.o vaa, vo nner vero ablo t.o t'1D4 out, ao the7 
noYor arrl• •d at. an;y ot' tho priooo oompe . The •roh vee continued 
until it ,... neo..rl7 dar!< and tho;y proa1eed t o a pend the nJ.&ht and 
oat. Inot.oad, ve vore eaa1n eoarchod, placed on tho ro.d and t'orcod 
to arch unt.1l } o •cloct 1n tho IIOrnlnfl, OYOr 21 hour• or continllouo 
...,.cb1n6. Aa ve ..-ched alone the roa4 at night, un et.artod telling 
out trequentl,;y. l!e ..a;y la;y in oilenoe or """"' 1n e.gon,y, but tho Jepa did not permit a otronger man (or vhich thoro vero rev at thio 
t l..aul) to atop and e.id tho vee.kor. We could hear oooaeione.l ehoto 
behind ... . 'l'be Jopane.oo bad clean-up aquada mrcbing behind the 
col\IIIUI and it' •n tell 011t too t.irod and hungr-7 to so <XI, tha7 ~-..ro 
ki.llod. !Wly ot' the mioal.ne ""'D ot' SlltUD ""'t th1a tate. At .5 o •olock (a . m. ) vo voro placed 1n a bo..rb -vire "bull pen• vbiob vould 
have ord1nar1l7 aco~tod 200 pr1aonoro . In thla pen thoro vera 
at leaat 2,000 """• Filipino and -'-r1can. The;y vera a4e to ait up, not giYan rooa tc lie dovn. lilian t'1ltb and agot.a vera norJVhero . 
The et.r.in ..._. t.ell...in8 eYen oa the e\.rongeat •nJ or rather ve coaaod 
to bo men--coore like t'1ltb7, otarving rabble . The or1ente.l plan or break1n8 and oubdu1n8 mankin4 to meet their vtohee vao bocOIIIina a roe.llt.y. 

Tho t'ollOV1n8 day l.IUrteod ot' roco1Y1ng food tho Japaneeo prooo1oo4 
ua , ve wre ""'do to olt in the hollinS oun vith •ory little vator. l'.any or tho men vent craty and ooverttl died. It vea at this point that tho 
Japo voro dra£81n8 out eiclc and dolirio ... ~~>en. Tbroe 71l1p1noa and threa Allericane vore buried e.lin. Th1o 1nc1dant. vao oboarYed bl an American ot't'icar ( ut Lt. ) vbo told • and avoro 1t. we true, before I oacapod 
fl"'Caa a :prison CMI]). The Ja oee eTen vent eo far &.a to mate one ot 
our ovn American oor eanto a S . ll\lnt hit one or tho men on tho 
bead vith a BhOY& vben he tried to get OUt Of the graYe . We reJII&inod 
1n tho "bull pon1 all tl!at. nlaht . 

'l'bo t'ollOV1n8 da7, tho Japanese £1'1'0 eeoh priooner a aooo lcit ot 
rice and t'orced ua to eit in tba 1n>.n v1tbout eheltor t'or another day. Th la "lun t reatment n w.a ueed on all groupe or prisoners . Man7 eat ea 
lens e.a four dare. Th1£br'ee lcit. or rice vaa the t'irot food vo bed had e1nce the bag1nn1oi ot/mrch. At dark, ~e ...,,.. forced to u.rch vttbout \o1lter until de;yl18ht, at •'bleb tiM tbe7 persttted ue to olt 1n tbe road for about tvo houre bet' are ruuming the march . Sometime a the Japanooo paced ua on b1o;yclee and ve had to volk very taot, or elee they pe.cod uo 
80 alovlJ that the IIUecloe 1n lJl1 Uga besan to drOv and aacb atep V88 an eg<>nJ. '!'be J'il1p1noo e.lons tl:e ro.d endeoYOrod to help the 1-r1can 
and Jtll1p1oo oold1ero, by toaoing blta ot' food an4 alSI'lT"tteo rrma v1ndovo and t'rca behind boufeo . Tholl vbo ,.,,. caught vere ee•erol7 
beaten . Tho Jape had t'ood et.oros alons tho roado.lde . One t'ull colonel ot' the 1.1. S . Anq polntod to one or the cone l71n8 on the ground and 
aakod tor t'ood t'or the prhonero . Tho Japane.oe ot't'icer plated up tb1a 
can or aalBcn and hit tho colonel t'llll force on the olde of tl:e heed, Clltting bio cheek vide open. Aoother colonel and a bro ... 7il1p1oo 
picked up three American eold1ere vho had Juot. t'allen out, bet'oro tho 
Japo he.d gotten to thea , pQt them on a cart and ete.rted dovn the road 
to San Fctrnando. ~cvenr, the7 wro u.odlatoly caught. The colonel 
and Flllp1oc, t<>eether vtth tl:e Aaarlcan aol41ero 1D a ate.ta or c~, vore eeYerel7 horee vhippod. The colonel voo -ten 1n tho t'oce a 
number of timeo vitb tho vh1p . Alons the reed 1n the Prorlnce of Pu­
pang& there ......, many ertoeton velU. At any ti• the pr.laonore tried 
to brook the col\IIIUI to set voter, tho1 took a chance on bol.ns obot or 
beJODetted by tho Japanaoe. Arter oarol:ing eo tar ~d •· l:ard ell n18ht 
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evo>7oco ,....., neArly crtt1 with tatiguo, ortarTation and th1rot . Sil: 
Fili'pinoo made a daoh tor oao ot tho wliJI . All oix wro killed in 
cold blood. At X...boo, one Filipino had boon run throusJ> and gutted 
b7 tho Japa, and hWI8 crt'Or a barb-wire .!'once in full viov o.!' tho 
~ohing prioonora. 

Lato that o.!'tornoon ve o.rri vod at Sao Fernando and voro placod in 
anotbor barb -Yiro "bull pen" under identical conditione aa proViOlJBly 
JDentionod . li'il1p1no and J.merie&n o.!'.!'icora and enlietod ""'n wore 
crowded into one amJ.l area vith no room to lie dovn to root their 
""4>"1 and dirty bodies. So.., of tho men wro fortunate enousJ> to got 
a lit tlo rico from tho Japanoee, but thoro vaa not onough to go around . 
That nisJ>t. tho Japanese aontr1eo ohargad 1nto tho co=pound with their 
bayonet& .!'il:od, torroriling tho prioonero . 

Bo.!'ore daylisJ>t tho next morning, we voro marcbod out, and tho 
Japaneee p\&t ll5 men 1n a emBll narrov·gauge box car . Men who vere by 
tbi o tt... aick o.r diarrhoea and dysentery 1 were crowded into the filthy 
care and movement ve.a 1D:g:loae1ble . The box ear doors ....ere then eloe&d 
and locked. The heat , cloeenesa and stench made it almost unbearable . 
All of ue by thia ti.me vore beginning to ' 'Onder bow much longer ve could 
"take it . " Wo rode in tho box car from Sao Fernando to C..pi• Tar lac 
vhere v& vere taken out and forced to ait in the euo tor about three 
hours . The J'Uipinoe •SI"in vantod to feed uo , but got ouly abuooe from 
the Japa . We vere then forced to a:arch do•-n to the prison camp 1 a 
dilapidated Filipino camp on vh1cb construction vao never completed. 
It """ surrounded by barb-v1re and hisl> tovera . Tho 1nside vao alae 
equipped vith barb-wire to make eopar~Jte compounds . On tbie last leg 
of the Journey, the J apo permitted the stronger men to carry tho 
veaker . 

Thie march I canpleted in eix days with one mesa kit of rice , a 
distance of approxiJ:latoly 1.55 KM. So... of the Americans made the 
&alllS march vi t bout any rood from the Japanese and many opent ao l ong 
ae tvelve daye lll&rohing. Moat of this ti.me , ot couree , being tor­
tured in tho oun . 

As soon ae vo arrived, ve were again searched and the Japanese 
captain in co=.e.nd. of the eamp me.de a speech. He told uo ve vore not 
prisoners of var. We vere captives 4nd ve should expect to be treated 
as eapt1voe and ve would not receive the priv1legao of prisoners of war . 
We vere one:miee of Japan and always vould be considered enemiee of Japan 
--tor ua to expect treatment in prison campo aa snomes . Wo vere too 
tired to be impressed . No one cared vhat happanod . HI1JI8er, thirst 
and fatigue , and one thousa.nd paine of the tortured body made doatb 
oeom a plaasant ~:~eane of oecopa rather than &CCII> thing to tear . Ae 
soon ae tho captain finiohed h1a apeoch, vo vere maJ:Chsd into dilapidatal. 
buildings . There voro practically no ve.ter tacilitieo 1n 0 1Donnel. It •-a• not unuo\llll to stand in line oix to ton houro for voter to drink. 
I wore tho ....,., clothes vithout vaebing or changing far over a month ani 
a bal.!', nor did I get a bath for over 35 days after livi'ng 1n ouch filth . 
The vator I used .!'or lilY t1rot bath we ono Sl"llOD. After the 4>"1 oeaacn 
we oYer 1n tho 1aland.o, lllCther nature provided ve.tor for our bathing and 
vee bing clothoe, without soap or courae . Ae there vore no ratoro, 
ovecyone had a board . Tventy-throo o.!'ficera wro asoignod to one 
d i lapidated aback 14 foot by 20 foot long. 

n>ring the \vo montho I stayed at O' Donnell, the p.rineipal diot voo 
rico. The Jape gaYO uo a:oe.t tvo timeo in tvo montba, but not enousJ> to 
flavor tho wato>7 ooup, much looo give oven a fourth of the man a pioce 
ono inch aquare. A rov tillloe they govo ua comotios, a Tor1 1n.!'orior 
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tn>e or nat1n owot J>Ot&t.o. 11an1 or thooo vero ro«ec and had to 
bo T.hrow a•7 I but it .... neceOO&rJ to poot sut.rda in tllo F1l1p1Do 
and A.orioon sarb&e• pito to keep """'7 or the otarol.rlg mn frCII 
eat1ng rotten pototooo. Tile uoual rotion per 111111 rece1Ted of tb1o 
potato 4el1cacy vao ono tableopoon. Tile uteno1lo the Japo g ... e tho 
American to cook vitb vore t wo caul4rono for each kitchen, a ehovel 
for ahovelina rice, and a ~~-gallon .trw. . The k1tchene were d1lepi-
4ated allacko vi th d 1rt tloore a.n4 dirty 1 but vo bad no cleaniJ16 
racU1tioo. Tllero """ no .... tor to vaoh the rico or II:Di...,o to peel 
tho pototoeo vitb. Atter the pototoeo vero boiled, they .,.re thrown 
into a ~-g.Ul.on clrua and 101l8bed vith a two-by-four oo aach lllll1 cwld 
get hio opoonl'Ul. They pn WI & fov Mn;;o beano, 11!licb 1o I t1J'I Of 
eov pea. lie conddered it a great del1cae7. A t ableepoon or thoeo 
beana and ... u cup or Juice, tosother 011 tho rico -· a grand •al. 
Ortit or tvico ve vero ioouod a little !lour tar llllkl.rlg paoto gr&VJ to 
t q,!OTer our rice. We vere gh·en a rev tew•• of coconut le.r4 . The 
rat. ian no...,r exceeded one opoon per 111&11. M7 diet tor the total 361 
4aya that I w&o a pr1!~r of w&r1 vith the exception or tho AmoriC&D 
and British Bod Crooo Klt I received, ~• conotantly aoce type or 
watery Juice with lit le baoe and rice. Tho Jape vould abeolutoly not 
permit thcee Allaricano vbo vere fortunate enouab to have hidden oau or 
their maney, to llllke any out -ei4e purohaoeo. Tbe Jap aoldiero tho­
oel...,a eav that thingo got into the - · It ono vere fortunate enouab 
to be in a pooit1an to buy &111th1ng, bo algbt be able to bu7 a ..U 
can of flab for tift dollara. 

Man;r of tho _, at O'Donnell did not bno ohelter . They liYed in 
tho open . \lhen it rained , they had to ocroable under buildlnp or any 
other ehelter tbe7 could find . After ve had been at O•Donnell tor 
approxl.mo.tely one week, the death rate among Amor-icllDS """ about 20 a 
day and among Filip1noo , 150 a day. Alter vo had been tbere olightly 
over- two veeke, the death rate sot to 'be up to ,o a day among Americana 
and 300 a daJ tor F111pinoe. After the Americana left the C!J!P• the 
death r-ate or Fil1p1noa vent up to 500 a 4az. (After I vaa With the 
guerrUleo on Mindanao I talked to a 71l1p1no officer vho eocapod 
frolll t he Jape after they mde him oer... 1m their~- ) It vao a 
pro'ble: to t1n4 Mn otr:-ong enough to dig grano and bury tte dead . It 
ended b7 418111ng ehallov trenches, c!.wopine ton •n in each trench and 
eonrl.rlg t.hem vitb aartb; 08111 Vit.h no recorda eo to >.'llo tho7 vere. 
Tbe actual oondit1ano I find 1mpooo1ble to doecrlbe . !lo .,.tter bov 
bed the eo conditione could be recorded on peper, they can ' t 'be 
rteUAlitad. 

One large, dilapidated building at O•Donnell vae aet aeide and 
vory racot1ouoly called a hoep1tal. B\lndre4a or """" vere laid on the 
bare floor ao cloao aa tlley coul.d poooi'bly be 1 vlthout blanll:eto or­
ehelter tal ...... a.n4 .ny or them naked. Men vere under the building 
a.n4 aU o .. r the area . Man;r at one tiM bed veighed 200 poundl, but 
nov the7 vere luclcy it thy VO'.>ld Up tbe ocaleo at 90 pounde. The 
etench and odor or the place .... unbearable. Tl:e Jepe sa•• the 
Americana no .od.lcine at aU. The """rican doctoro in the CUll' l>ad 
nothing at aU to work vith; oot enn vater to vaeb the m...n vaoto 
from t.he bodieo or the pet1enta. *"' ot the ...... oiclr vtth dyllntery, 
etoyed out in tho veotber- near tho letr1neo until they died. It vae 
dit!icult throusbout tho entir e concentration camp to look at a can 
lyina etill and toll whether he veo dead or olive. Hu.n4redo vore liko 
ekeletona. You could count nary rib. They had no 'buttocll:o. Plain 
and e1Jiple otarY&t1on. Tbere •• very lHtle oan1totion in tho eaap . 
Tho Jape finally ieouod ohonle to dis latr1noe 1 but enn then, aen 
vore eo vool< vi tll ll&lar 1a, dierrhooo and d7oenter7 that it ""'" 1•­
poeaible to keep th place clean. Tbere .,. ... literally a1Uiono and 
aill1C111 of tlioo. Cootainore or rico, lllltoo.tcbod, lay around tho 
'b~lld!.ng; rico tbfl Japanoee had 1owe4 to t.hoeo 471"6 aen. lftn to Regraded Unclassified



find enough vater to ""ah our food oontainero vas a problem. I 
found one or ~ ovn eersaante lJing naked on the floor, covered vitb 
dcfioeatton and fltea. He bad lArse aoree all over his body ae evi­
dence of hie violence vben out of hie h88d . There waa not even 
enough llllldicine available to doctor a akin bruiee. Unable to eat 
rice , drink water, or recognize his closest frienda 1 he very quickly 
died. At the tall or &taan, tb1a llllltl vel.gbed nearly 165 pounds . 
When he died, he wee no more than a shadow. When the Japaneae 1n­
epacted the area, they aomet1lllee prOIIlieed eucb thinS& ae ~~~edioins 
vhiob they never gave, but one time they permitted the Red Cross at 
Manila to bring in Quinine . nov auoh, ve vera never able to find 
out . The Jtl]la did not iseue the Americans enoul3h to cure ten cases 
of Malaria, and ve bad thousande suffering fran 1/.alaria. O' Donnell 
vee infested vith mosquitoes and ecarcel,y anyone bad a moequito bar 
or blanket to cover himself vith . Later the J eps issued most of the 
officers blankets . 

The most common cause of dee.th in the camp vao malAria, dyeentery 
and Beri Ber1. Many bad all of these diseases. Hundrede had vet Bert 
Bert and their feet, ankles and l ese ·~re evollen nearly double their 
size, and their faces would be puffed up like balloons . Wben th1e con­
dition affected the heart, they died. The Jape conetantl,y insisted on 
vork deta1le and made us form vork companies under American officers . 
However, the officers did not have to supervise the actual labor . Time 
after time the Jape forced men to so on detail that could hardly stand 
or walk. Many timss these men did not return. By the first of May, 
about 20 out of every company of 200 vere able to so out on detail, but 
even these V'Ore not in condi t1on to perform hard labor . Many men died 
1n barracks over night . Men who the Jape maintained vere pbyeieelly 
able to vork. The Japanese vould line up ~orlean prisoners of var in­
side the camp in the hot eun , resardleas of whether they vere s ick or 
well, to count them or fer any other aseinine reason they could think 
of and mke them stand 1n the sun for hours. 

All full colonels and generale were moved to Capiz Tarlao about 
let May, 1942, and vere later either sent to Formosa or Japan . 

Over 2 1 200 Americans and over 27,000 Fi lipino• died at O'Donnell 
prison camp. 

About 1 June, 1942, the American pr1eonero of var vere moved from 
0 1Donnell Prieon Camp to Cabanatuan Concentration CAmp vhere ve met the 
prisoners from Corregidor. There vore no F111p1noe interned at Cabana ­
tuan. Conditions at Cebanatuan vere i!aproved slightly - 11:11ddy aeepeae 
vella provided water tor bathing end •-ashing c·lotbes and there vas ade­
quate drinking voter . Although living conditione were filthy and close, 
they vere better than at O' Donnell. 

I bad been at Ce.banatuan one day vhen a Jap came l oot 1ng throuah 
the barraoke . Be found a •1ltcb bidden in some of the equipment of one 
of tbe men not present at the time . As I vas sitting nearby, be became 
very parturbed at the idea of an American having a vatch and shoved hie 
aneer by boxins u:e severel,y . 

The Japs continued to feed the JJllAir1eans principally on rico 1 
although at intervale they wuld 81 ve u.s u:nnso beans, Juice and some­
times dried small, stink1ng fish. In one i nstance they save tho 
Americans three chickens for :500 men and in another instance 50 esse 
tor 500 en. They later listed in their propaganda they ~~re feeding 
the prisoners of var chickene and esse. The officers vere not forced 
to vork at Cabenatuan, altbougb some volunteered to take out vork de­
ta1le. I wee one or those . The Jape frequently mietreated tho Amer1eene 
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vbo vera vorkina !or them. In one inati!Jlee a Ul!lll and !rail private 
in ~he U. S . Ar'fl3 \18.8 not d1sg1ng a ditch to suit the Japa . A Jap 
grabbed the shovel avay from hilll, bit hilll acrose the back and once 
acrose the th18h. Tho boy had to be aent to the hospital. Another 
1neti!Jlce a Jap threv a roclr a t an AJDerican and bit hilll on the ankle . 
Tho boy vao crippled for month a . One Jap carried a golf club abaft 
and vaa 1n charge of a bouee IIIOT1n8 proJect . llhile the Americana 
vera vorklna, he beat on them like horeoa . There vero numeroua 1n­
atancoa of brutality. \/bon tvo Americana vera caught get tina food 
from Filipinos they were beaten unmercifully on the face and over 
t ho body. They then called for a doctor and a& soon aa the doctor 
had cozpleted dreee1n8 the vounda, the Jape took aticke and beat them 
again . In another instance three AIDer! can off1cere , t vo Ar'fl3 and one 
Navy, vera attempt1n8 to escape . Cabanatuan vas lined with barbed­
vir• and had lll!l.ny higb to,..re and machine sun emplaceJtenta on the out ­
eide of t be virs . In addition to the guards in the tover, there vee 
aleo a patrol guard that vslked the out aide of the compound . The 
Jape also forced the Americans to ¥ 1nta1n an interior guard in an 
effort to keep anyone from eacaptng. Bovever, Lieut . Col . Bisge, 
Lieut . Col. Breitung, and Lieut . Gil~ert, U.S . N., vere mavinS dovn 
a drain ditch in an effort to get under tho barbed-vire entanglement 
vhen the Japanese heard' tho noise and 1nvestisated. llben they found 
out vhat the three men 1 s plane vera, they beat them severely. They 
stripped them naked and tied them to 8 poet in front of the sate Of 
the concentration camp and forced every Filipino vho C4lll8 by to beat 
them in the race vith a t vo-by-four board . They vere tied ·~th their 
hando behind theM and a rope above so that they were forced to stand 
on their feet until t hey l ost consciousness . They kept theb 1c the 
blatina eun for t vo days vithout food or va ter and continued beatlna 
them. On tho third day they vere forced to stand in the cold driven 
rain of a t r opical t yphoon . Later that afternoon they vere dra88ed 
in a practically semi-conscious condition to a point near the concen­
trati on camp. Colonel B188e we beheaded . Tbe other tvo vera shot . 
Col onel 1!1888 had one ear still attached, but lying on his ahoulder, 
and all of them vera Just e bloody, unrecognitable mass . Colonel 
Cain (!lev Me:r . ) the Cocumandin8 Officer, 200 and 515 Coast Artillery , 
Antiaircraft Batteries on Bataan ws vork1n8 at Ce.banatuan Concen­
trat ion Cazp . The Japanese called for a report vbich be delivered to 
Japaneee Headquarters . There vas some item in the report that did 
not please the Japanese . The Ja eee inte reter was ver erturbed1 
p erturbed to the extent that he looked at Colonel Cain and ca ed all 
Americans sons -of-bitches . llben the Jap mde this remark, Colonel 
Cain t urned to loave the room. The 1nteroreter thereupon struck 
Colonel Gain on the head vith a black ack koock1n him senseless . 

Col . Cain ie a very close friend of mine, and this incident •~e 
described by him. He still suffers from the blov.) 

In t he filthy Japanese kitchens I eav them uoe the American Flag 
as a vrapper for meat and covering for other foods, as vell as other 
com=on, disgraceful uses . 

The death rata at Cabanatuan tor June and July vaa 30 Americans 
a day--for August over 20 a day, September around 15 and tor the month 
of October betveen 15 and 19 and inoret.eina steadily. By this time all 
forms ot disease vera break inS out 1n the camp. Tho principal ones 
ver a malaria, vet bori beri, ocurvy, blindnese , and dry beri beri, 
diarrhoea and dyeentery, yellov jaundice, dengus fever . still the Jape 
would not give us any medical supplies . They eventually let the Red 
Croas in l'anila give the Americans sOJDe medical supplies, but they lett 
the Jtodioinee packed and would not lot them bo ueed for sane t1116 . 
Durin8 th1a period man.:r died for laclc of medical care . llben I lett 
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Cab&Mtuan en 26 October, thoro voro 2, '00 Alter1cane in hoepi tale , 
and it 11 doubtful out of that nWRbor that any v1U liTo, according 
to tho ~oriean medical officero . Tho principal r oaoon for tbo 
d.aatb or tho Americana io .al-nutritton, ae d.etin1to!y proven by 
autopoioo porfonoed. Both American and Japaneeo dootore porto,...,d 
tboee autopoioo . The Japaneee anovor, after it vae definitely de­
t ermined that tbe men vere ata.rving to death .. Y&B that they vere 
very oorry but tho f ood wa not a""ilablo. 

Tho Philippine Iolande at tbio t.I.D>O had an abundance or food on 
every i sland ae I later dieco't'ered af't.er 1!0' eectlpe . At Cabe.natuan I 
bad dengue rnor and yollov jaundice at the eame t1"" . It vao 1m­
poeaiblo t o oat the diet or rice. The Japanese gave me absolutely no 
medicine- -not even an aopirin tablet and after opproximatoly throe 
veoke I vo1gbed around 130 poundo. My nonoal •·o1gbt 1o 175 pounds . 
However .. e•en at 130 pounds at cabanatuan I might have been oaneidered 
a rat man . Prior to my departure from Luton ovor , , ooo Americana had 
died . In ay orgaaitat ion1 oountins only thoao \lbo vore captured and 
not cooual t leo during tbo var , ~5 per cent voro already doad and 
another 10 or 15 per cent probably did v ith1n tho next month . Thooe 
lllCn I have by namo . During tho time I '"" at Cabanatuan and O •Doru~oll 
tho Japo constantly took Americana on outoido vork detailo to build 
bridgoo, to oalvoso oqui:plDIInt 1 to vorl< on docka or any othor typo of 
hard labor . It vae not unco~n that over 20 per cent of the entire 
detail vould be vork:ad to doatb, and in one in.etaJ,ce 75 per cent or 
tho men "-er e worked to death . The so cen, vben on these vorkins do­
ta11o , eo a geooral rule voro treated l ike doge . Conditione at 
Gabanatuan in liiAl\y respects vere similar t o those e.t O•Donnell. When 
I loft Cab8nlltuan, snoral moo had son• completely blind. One pilot 
had to have an eye reJtOved . The Japanese high of ficials \o-ere f're· 
quo.otly inspect ins tho prio<m camp at Cab&Mtu.an . Japanoao authori­
t ies of all grades lmov the cond1 tiona that vere ex1at.1na bore . When 
vo had tho inopoctiona tbo Jape forced ua to put on our best clothing. 
CUr clothes a t. the very beet vere only raga ~-some u:en did not have 
shirts, some did not have trousers end many lacked oboes . It wee bore 
that the Jap blaekaarltet voe so1ns full ov ing. Tho Jape made purchases 
from tho Filipinos and gave the food to ,;mericane vho vorked in Jap 
k:itehono and forced them to sell it in tho camp. 

The Je.ps took 4-0o Americ&l& vho vere techniceJ. :ten , gave them a 
physical examination 1 1oeuod cl othes aod eont them to Japan to wrk in 
the tactorioe . When I lett Cabo.natuan tho Jape voro arranslng a de ­
tail of 1000 technical men to be sent to Japan for vork in factortoe . 
On October 261 969 American officers and enlioted men were cro.,dod 
into the holde or a 7 , 000-tcn Britieh built ship . The conditione on 
the ship vere filthy. Tvelve men wre e.saigned to an area··1t vaa 
impooa1bla for more ~han a1x men to oleop . Thore vere """'Y lice e.nd 
bedbuso ae tho ship had boon used ao a Jap troop ship . Wo had to 
sloop in tho ot1fl1ng hold. or try to find o. place to lie on tbo Junk­
haapod dock, re~oso or the fact that it rained alt.oot continually 
e very nigbt . We epent eleven doya go!ns fr011 V.anila t o Davaa , etop ­
plng at Cebu aod lloilo . The ohip voa not -rked ae a prison ah1p 
and thO bOld8 beneath thO Americana ~OrO l oaded Vith f)aBOliOO I the 
fultes t'rom which one we conao1oue of all the time . Hcnrever, it vas 
the boat food vo bad received oince boe01111n8 prioanors--ror breakfast 
ve uau.ally got rice and oquoch soup--for lunch a omaU dried fiob and 
rice--and in tho evening a llt!Oil piece or corned beef . Tvo men died 
on thie trip . One '"'" bur!ed in a ahallav grave at the dock at Iloilo 
and tho othor ''"'" buried at ooa . 

On 7 NOYe•berl 19~21 tho Americano unloaded at v..neans Lumber 
Company near Do. ...a Penal Co1on,y . Wo wre gi von tho cuot0111ary •oun 
treatment. ror tvo haure and then otartod lllllrch 26 !M to the penal 
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colony. Be ins in a veakened condition, it vee !Jog>oeeible tor llillll> 
<>f t he Americene to mo.lce this . Hovenr, those that fell out vere 
picked up 1n a truck b7 the Jape and taken to the oolOOJ'. 

'!'be Japanese captain, n&JDed Hoeume, we 1n COIIII:I&nd of the guo.rda 
that escorted the prioonere tro;m X.uon . Be vea famous for boxina the 
Aloor1cano and makins lite ae unbearable ae he pooel bl7 could . When vo 
arrived at the penal colony, there vore many Filipino prisoners there 
( pr1eonero aeatnot tbe state -- m&n7 of them in for murder). Bovever, 
the maJority of these voro moved to Paulou to do vork on tho Japanese 
fort1f1catione . MaJ<>r Mid&, a Jap in commo.nd of the penal colony at 
llavao, vben be eav the condition of the Americeno arrlvina, vaa very 
much perturbed , becauoe vhat he had aalrod f<>r bad been lebe>rera . Re­
gardless or the condlttcn of the Americana, he g<>t hie laborers . Every 
man not 1n the hospital, rego.rdlaaa of age or rank, vae !<>read to work. 
Chaplains , officers and enliated men - no oxoeptiona - wra forced to 
plant rice, harvest rice in murky rico paddiea, build and olaan Jap 
latrines, vork in fields and all t1}l8e of manual labor and degrading 
vork. Durins tho }61 dey& that I vas a prieonor of var, I received 
$10 pay . To get th18 $10 I bad to &1gn a otete1110nt etating that I had 
received e>ver $250 and that tho Japanooe had given 1110 clothes, food, 
houeins, etc . 

It does not coat the Jape one eent a day to t'eed e. va.r pr1sor.er . 
Food given to the prisoners vao planted by the prieonore themeelvoo , 
(and the Jape talco the greater .,.Jority of this or confiscate tram 
the Filipinos) . 

Not until the arrival of the American Red Cross did tho Jape ever 
gi-ro the Americana any clotboe . Tho maJority at the camp bad no oboes . 
I vas without shoos e.nd forced to clear JWJBle, plov, etc . barefooted 
tor over a month and a half. 

There """ an abundance of oitrue fruits and vegetables at the 
camp, hovever, scurvy we :prevalent . I had ,80Ul"V7 and ha.d a. eore on 
my lo~~r lip tor over two ~ontha--nevertheleea the Jape vould not 
give tbe Americans any citrus fruit , although there , ..,. an abundance 
availabl e . Oranges and lemons •-are elloved to rot on the ground . 
There vae an abundance of bananae in tho area, yet it vae seldom that 
tbe Jape e-rer ge-ro tho Americeno a bana:la . Hovever, the living coo­
ditiona at Daveo vere much bettor than thooe at any other place vo 
had been. 

Tho death rote ,.._. cut dovn ooneidoreb17, bathing fae111tioa vere 
added and 11v-tns conditione 1n general vere better . Ho'li.'eYerJ the eal­
Tation Of the American prieonara Of var ,_,.. the arrival or the American 
and :British Red Crose BUPpliee . AotU&lly, these supplies ve:re confio ­
catod by tho Jape - After the arrival of theee aupplieo they did ne>t 
s:o even as far ae to s1ve ue our ueual eoup tor our !:U!e.l. Ho,"ever, a:f't:ao 
tho Rod Croea supplies were exhausted the Jepe mde no effort to re ­
instate the original diet . o'hen I escaped, it looked ao if thingo 
vera bocomna very very serious . Proetical!y all the Amor1cen Red 
Croaa cigarettes were cont1acatod . 'l'bie I knov tor a fact , for vhllo 
vorkina vith guarrillae attar m:t escape I could purchaeo through 
guerrUlaa vho entered Japaneee areaa, American cisarettee that vere 
var ..ro.pped and made after tho beginning or tho ver at $4 a pack ( 1t 
I bad tho $4) . 

llh1lo ve vero prieonore at Cabanatuao "" heard tbat a Jap guard 
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had been lt1llod, Two c!&1o later w hoard art1ll.e17 and ucb1no gun 
t'1l'o at a eull barto about four IIJleo t'raa tho camp, and tho baric 
vao burned . Tho Japo returned vith a J1lip1no ' o head tied to a polo 
and paraded it throuab tho American camp. Tbo1 then ~1&1 it outo1do 
tho gate 1n full •1ov or aU pe.aotna F111p1noo vitb a eign under it 
1n Jape.naoo and !nal1oh, "Bad Man. • Vo letor hoard that tho7 had 
lrilled not')'bod7 tn the baric tba~ th17 bad cauSht--un, VCIIen, and 
children. 

Sbortl7 bot'oro I oocaped, tho Japo killed an Amer-ican 1n cold 
blood . Tbo American • • an~ hoop1Ul carpo -.. and had a paoa 
to be outside tho barbod-vtre cCIIJ)Ound •111lo vor~rtna. He had pro­
• 1oue1J abovn hio paoa to tho Jap gu.ard 1n tho tovor a1ong o1do tbo 
CCII!Jlound . Cklo or hie !r-iando threv ~ho corpo """' o canteen o•or 
tho barbod-viro ontangl.omeot . Tho Jap hoartne it disapproved, eo 
the American took the tep ot'f and otartod eh~ng tho Jap that it 
w.a a:er-el;y vator. The Jap shot him throe tia:oo and killed h1..m 1n 
cold blood and tbon riddled a noarb7 hoop1tal vith bulleto 1n an 
er:tort to kill tho onl1oted can vho bad throvn the canteen .... r 
the fence . Tho Aller1can that threv tho canteen broke no oxiottna 
Jap regu.lat1on. 

I ha.o triad to put into vordo ocmoa Of tho things that I bavo 
experienced and obeervod during all thooe paot months , but I fail to 
!1n.d verda adequate to an accurate portraJ81. It any American could 
ott dovn ard conJure before hi a lldnd tho moot diabolical of nightmare a, 
ho m18ht porhapo coma close to it, but none vho havo not gone it 
could pooo1bl;y have &n1 idea of tho torture• and the horror that 
tbeoe un are going throuah . 

/S/ VIWAH E. DIESS, 
MaJor, Air C<Jrpa. 

Tile foregotna ototo•nt, eoneiettna of fourteen (1') peeoo vao ovora 
and oubecr1bod to before mo thio ___ do1 of Auguet 19~;5 . 

/81 
DO!iALD c. SAl!DISON, 

MaJor, A.G. D. 
Aoot. ~dJutant C.oeral. 
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