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TOP SECRET

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTOMN

PRESIDENT TO THE PRIME MINISTER. FPERSONAL AND TOP SECRET.

1. I have your No. 95. I share the late President's
gratitude for the confidence you reposed in us when you
continued your Argentine mest contracts on a temporary besis.
I recognize our obligation t2 use our influence in keeping
other buyers out of the Argentine market.

2. It will be difficult for us to find meat for Frence
and Belglum during the third quarter. We have no surplus
military stocks as yet, and shall not have s0 long ms we
eontinue to feed German prisoners. Allccations have been
announced here by Jones on the basls of no exports during the

third guarter. These allocations were besed on Crowley's

published report to Vinson at the time of Lyttleton end

Llewellyn's visit. ©Shortages of meat in our elvilisn market
have placed & severe strain on our price and distribution
gontrols, so that, during the past two months, eiviliens in our
urben conters have obteined less then your per capita civilian

consumption. Further reductlon in our civilinn alloeatlons at
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TOP SECAL:

PERSONAL AND TOP SECRET

this time would create additional difficulties.

3. I do not feel that we can properly sllocate meat to
France and Belgium and ignore the rest of Europe. If we can
find any meat, there must be at least a semblance of uniformity
in its allocation. However, in light of the genuine needs of
Furope, and in light of our desire to fulfill the late
President's commitments, I can arrange to ship 50 million
pounds, carcess weight, to France end Belglum in the third
quarter.

4. You mey use this information in arranging your eontract

with the Argentine.
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when they will probably begln to recelve sowe supplies of meat

under the combined board allocations, we could Jjolntly agree to

glve them some help Uy releasing stocks whieh have been buillt
“up for our military needs Lut whieh might now be spared. This
help would, of course, be conditional upon France and Felglum
refrailning from entering toe Argentine market. I think that
we fere could make avallable fifteen thousand tons of meat
and vegetable ratlons, and if you could match this with a
gimilar proportionate contributlion, say of forty five thousand
tons, we could at least tide them cover thelr most acute dif-
ficulties during the next month or two. You gave a sympathetic
reply to Lyttelton when he saw you about this in Aprlil and
indicated that you were enquiring into the matter of reserves
in the American army which might become surplus at the end
of the European war.

. I wery much hope that you will be able to agree
to this proposal, since great help may be given at the cost
of comparatively insignificcnt quantities. As you kmow, |
our own -meat supplles have been cut to the limit and the
loss of sy quantity of Argentine meat will be nothing less
than disastrous to our pﬂ_pulg‘l:iun.

END
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FROM: THE PRESILDENT
T0 : THE PRIME MINISTER
NO : Unno (via State) 5 December 1944

I am deeply greteful for your message (No. 332 November 26, 194L4)
informing me of your decisicn to continue purchases on & month to month
basis for a further six months' period. We will do everything in our
power to satisfy your understanding with respect to other buyers as well
as with respect to refrigeruted cergo spece to which you refer in para-
graph Tour.

I am sorry sbout the app.rent misunderstending mentioned in the
last paragraph of your message, and conccrning which I, of ¢ourse, had no
prior information. I believe, however, thet you will discover, as I did
on further investigation, thst the document quoted in your 333 did not
refer to the matter of the meat contraet, on which we exchinged messages
in October, but to the general programming of your other imports from and
exports to Argentina about which the Department of State subtmitted inouiries
to the Foreign Office in August and September. This message was intended
to be an inquiry on & matter of common interest and, of course, in no senee
& threat.

I em confident, however, thet this matter can readily

be adjusted and I want again to thank you for your helpful medsage.

RDOSEVELT
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THE PHESIDENT
| TO : THE PRIME MINISTER
NG 'z 5651, 18 NOVEMBER 1944

Early in October you were good enough to agree to defer for a while
the signeture of & meat contract with the Farrell regime in Argentina.
Tour refusal to sign a contract has helped us tremendously. It has in-
creased the uncertainty which has driven the Colonels to a desperzte
condition.

We believe that if our tactics can be continued, we have & very good
chance of putting an end within a reascnable time to a Fascist regime that
otherwise would be & threat to the peace and security of this continent for
many years to come.

I have been concerned to hear recent reports that you mey shortly take
up the matter of the Argentine meat contract with us sgain,

It i% my strong personal conviction thet if you sign & meat contract
with the Farrell regime the consequences will be disastrous and much more
far reaching than we have been able to make some of your pecple understand.
Such action would be propagendized by the Argentine regime to demonstrate
a division between us; it would strengthen both their domestic and their
international position; and because our own people feel so strongly about

- the Nazi threat on this continent while their sons nre fighting all over
the world, such action would heve repercussions in the press, in publie
discussions; and in Congress st a most unfortunste time,

I would not, of course, urge this so strongly if it zesnt less meat

for your people. As you know, you are getting all the mest you can carry

iy
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from Argenting right now even though you have no contract, and you will re-
call thet this wes also the case for ten months prior to the signing of the
last contract.

I know that we can continue to count on your help to liguidate this

dangerous Nazi threat.
REDOSEVELT
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P # 626

Ootober 10, 1944

- PASLOP

MESSBAGE FOR PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL
FROM THE PRESIDENT

We have been informed by Winant that the Ministry
of Food now intends to conclude a four-year contract
for the exportable .surplus of Argentine meat with prices
firm for the first two years. Winant does not state
whether the proposal of the Ministry of Food has been
approved by the Government.

I feel very strongly that the conclusion of any
contract at the present time would seriously prejudice
our entire stand and would create the impression in
Argentina, throughout the American republics, and in
this country that we ave not standing together on this
important problem. Your people here in Washington have
undoubtedly informed you that the position which we have
taken toward Argentina has the overwhelming support of
our press and of all seotors of our publiec.

You will recall that your people negotliated for ten
long months before you signed up your last contract with
Argentina, and that was done before the Colonels took
over in Buenos Alres.

For
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For the reasons which I have expressed to you on
several ocoasions, and which I recently expressed
publiely, I hope you will continue on a month to month
basis for some time to come. I feel that we can break
this problem if we present a firm united stand during
the weeks immediately ahead.
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FROM: THE PHESIDENT
TO : THE PRIME JINISTER
HO : 613, 31 AUGUST 1944

In connection with the Argentine mesat negotliations you have no doubt

A seen the message to Buencs Alres from the Argentine Arbassedor in London in
which the Aubassador warned his government that its difficulties were "no
longer centered on suspension of relstions with the United States" and that
Argentina was being placed "in & position of isclation vis-a-wyis the Allied
and friendly nations." He added that acccrding to & "big mest packer the
Allied Nations are now in a position to do without Argentine ment for six
months with no trouble at &ll and for twelve monthe with some secrifice.”
The Ambassador also said that his information tellies with that fram the
Argentine Commercisal Counsellor in Washington end with the view expressed
for some time past by the Ambassedor himself that the United Nations may
make fewer purchases from Argentina,

Since we xnow thet the Colonels are fulling all over themselves to get
You to tuy their meat, I em confident that you will agree that the Azbas—
sador's message was an extremely bad plese of news for them.

All the evidence that hes come to oy attention reinforces our belief
that you &re in an excellent position to use the negotiations to support
the whole Allied stand in this Hegisphere against this broad Fascist move-
ment. You will certainly have no trouble on the beef and mutton matter in

any event.
ROOGEVELT
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0 : THE PHIME MINISTER
NO : 607, 26 AUGUST 1944

Your 756. We are watching with sympathetic interest your efforts
to get Argentina in line with our appetites, and we hope your efforts
will be crowned with success. I have no doubt that a satisfactory meat
contract will be arranged. After all they must sell their beel and

no other diner is in sight.




23 August 194

From: U. 5. Military Attache, London, England
Fori The President of the United States
Namber 766 Filed 2318062

Prime Minister to President Eoosevelt. No, T6é.
Personal and Top Searst.

I am thankful that you see our point about getting
a new Argentine meat contract. Ve are going ahead accord-

* ingly with these difficult negotiations and hope that
nothing will happen to hasard them. We have no wish or
intention to present the Colonels with anything they can
represent as a diplomatic triumph,

2. I hope that you liked my reference to Argentina
on August 2nd: from all accounts Argentines do not seem to
have liked it, We soem to be agreed as to objectives and I
hone that we can also agres as to tactios. We will not send our
ambassador back or recognise the irgentine Oovermment until
wes have discussed with you what we think the situation re-
quires. Our Embassy have now regelved our views and passed
them to your State Department. Now that we have said in

' -[ r' . | ™
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public just what we think of the present Argentine Govern-
ment, I do most sarnestly hope that you will ignere the
Colonels for a good many weeks, thus glving both of us an
opportunity to examine a common policy and the Argentines
a chanee to mend their ways, which they can never do under
the glare of public indictment.

fd: 2320302,
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT
T0 &+ THE PRIME MINISTER
WO & 588, 23 JULY 19LkL.

I would not do anything in the world to cut down the supply of
meat in England., Heavens knows that it is all ready quite short emough.
We would do nothing to prevent your getting a new contract.

I hope, however, that you will, in very firm, clear, disgruntled
tones of volce let Argentina know beyond a doubt that we are all fed up
with her pro-Axis sentiments and practices. She is the only nation of
Morth, Central or South American action thus. I think it would help if
you could instill this into their stubborn heads and, at the same time,
get the meat contract.

Argentina knows full well that if, om its own initiative, deliveries
of meat to England were to be delayed or stopped at this time, its action
would everywhere be considered a betrayal of the United Natlons.

I suggest that you examine the full statement of our position on
Argentina which was transmitted to Winant for delivery to Eden on Thursday

of this week.
ROOSEVELT

Answers Pu #730 & #731, sent to the President as
RED #128 & #129 respectively. Draft reply to Sec

State for his as HLUE 30. ©Sec State ap~-
proved with additional two paragrachs; to P¥ as
this PRES #588.
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Copy to Sec State per HLUE 3l.

HED 129, 1L JULY 19LL
FROM: THE FRIME MINISTER
TO : THE PRESIDENT
NO : 731, 1 JULY 1944

Following is minute referred to in my immediately preceding telegram:

I am very worrled at the position into which we are getting with the
Argentine,

I depend upon that country for over LiO% of my imported meat, If I fail
to get it, the first/second meat ration will have to be reduced by about
5D. Even a temporary loss of supplies will reduce the ration.

We are very grateful to the Americans for the meat they are sanding us.
:l:dumhalitwt.hatthayumundunauchmimreuauhm:q:mm
loss of our supplies from the Argentine,

In any event such additional meat would be largely pork and we have too
great a proportion of that now. The meat we get from the Argentine is beef
and mtton.

My present contract with the Argentine runs out in October. I am anxious

. to renew it for three to four years, inarﬂartumkesuntmtthnpwplpuf

ot

this country will get the meat they want and need, not only for the rest of the
war, but for the peried of shortage afterwards.

It is going to be most difficult for me to persuade the Argentines to let
me have all their exportable surplus of meat for this period, unless we can
surmount the present political difficulties. If we get it it will go to the
gommon pool for allocation by the Combined Food Board. If we fail to get it,
both the Americans and ourselves are running the risk of those liberated countries
which have foreign balances competing independently for the meat, running up the
prices and thus benafitting only the Argentines,

i i
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Copy to Sec State per BLUE il.

RED 128
FROM: THE PRIME MINISTER
TO : THE PRESIDENT

NO @ T30, 1 July 194h

I ought %o send you the immediately following mimmte I have received
from Mr., Llewellin, the British Food Minister. We wish to do everything
we can to help you and Mr. Hull with the South American countries; but we
think you ought to have the formidable arguments of this mimute before you.
Flease remember that this ecommunity of 16,000,000 imported 66,000,000 tons a
year before the war and is now managing on less than 25,000,000, The stamina
of the worlman cannot be maintained on a lesser diet in meat. You would not
send your soldiers into battle on the British service meat ration, which is
far above what is given to workmen. Your people are eating per head more
meat and more poultry than before the war while ours are most sharply cut.
I believe that if this were put before Mr. Hull he would do all he could to
help us*obtain a new contract and nothing which would jeopardize its chances,
I therefere hope that you will do so.

PRIME
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