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NAVY DEPART M ENT 

WASUINGTON 

CO!IFIDE:iTIAL 

• 

June 23, 1942. 

liEIIOilA!IDIJU for Commander-in-Chief . 

~BJECT : Sinking of Argentine Vessel, RIO TORCERO . 

l. Capt.ain JlacFall, Jll.strict Intelligence Officer of the 1hird 
Naval District, called up by phone to report the follonina concerning 
the sinkir.g of the subject vessel , ns told by the survivor s now landed . 

2. These aurvi vors were J6 in number, ono Spaniard and t.ho re-
•.ainder Argentine . Fl. vo nun wPrc killed. 

J , "he a ttack happened at 0645, l.!ondoy oorning, June 22nd , i n 
broad daylight . The ship was torpedoed on the s tarboard side. After 
t he crow had taken to the life- boats, the sulrlarine cane to t.;e surfa ce 
and t ook the Captain on beard . 

4 . The suboarine was a German U-2? tJPO (51? tcna) with tho name , 
nmSBJlUCK, and a porpoise painted on the conning-tower. 

5. After a few mim: tes the Cnpta:in """ returned to tho lll'o-boat, 
and, ····'hilc the sutcarine r.aa still en the surface, four men were seen tc 
appear with two machine-guns . The survivor s were convinced that H 1'1'95 
the submarine's intention to machine-gun the boots , but providentially 
an Army bcl'tber appeared , and the sul>:larinc crosh-divcd at about 0700 • 

6 . The survivors statod t hat lJ na~:s were painted on the ohip, 
vn beth sides and on deck, and 9 nar.:os. 'll1e subc:\Arine Captain iu aeid 
to have inform>d the ship Capta:in that ho did not havo this ship listed 
ae being an ArGentine ship ( i n fact, nhe had boon recenU} converted 
from a fomer Italian ship) , and t hat conseq\lently he had aunk hor , not 
bellevine her to be a bona fide Argentine ship . 

? . All survivors were f i&htl.ng mad and defini tel y anti-Axis ! 
1\'hen ohown the state:nent made i n Argentina that i t had not been establiehed 
ll'he ther the ship had been aunk by a mine o r a torpedo , they were veherlent. t 

CC: Vice Chief of llavel q>erations . 
Aide to the President . 
Aost . Chie f of Staff {G- 2) . 

Oj>-l) . 

T. S. Wilkinson . 
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THit WHITit HOU81t 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1942 . 

UEDIOJWIDUJ,I FOR 

CAPTAIN llcCREA 

Will you bring this up to 

dAte and decide whether I should 

see Foster 1r he has not already 

gone back? 

F . D. R. 

I 

-~~1 

Regraded Unclassified



................... ....... 
• • 

NAVY DEI•ARTMENT 

OFYICE 0~' 1'UP. CDTEP OJt .. NAl'AL 011f:RATIONS 

WASJIH\CTO.'I 

SoJ)I.ember 22, 1942. 

lle.orll.lldua to Captain John L. l!cCN~a: 

Adllliral Horne hu di.roeted me t.O forward to you 
t.l\rough your Office tho attached copies 0( CO.alnicotiono oddreaaed 
to hiJD rroa •• durtnr WI¥ recent inapeclion trip t.o Brasil. He aaka 
that you brin1 t.o the President 1 a atuntion web portions ot tho 
correapondonee •• you deOll adviaable . 

For your intor~~~&tion I ohould lUce t.o advise you 
that I have aade a complete verbal report t.O Ac.irol Kine covertn, 
t.he subject utters dealt wit.h 1n this corNiapondonce, He haa eoae 
mia~r1v1nga •• t.o the poadbillt)' or ambarrasuent in tho futuro should he find it neeesaaq t.0 transfer some ot AdMiral Ingrlllll1 a larger unite to other du tr and t hus leave Brazil even leas protected than at prosect . However, the SOuth A.llleric1111s will hold us r .. ponsible tor 
whatever happens t.o their e<>a:•:;erce regardle11 or anr prooaiaos o r 
illlplicationo ot co:uit.cents or lack or proooiaea on our part . 

In compliance .. uh t ho request or President Vargas 
I a. aakinl & ver bal report to Seeretorr Knox ~; he ia taktn, 
copies or thio corr espondence with hi& t.o read on his trip to Panaao and Brasil on which he atarts ~rrow. 

Admiral Horne diraets me to adv1ae rou that he wants j mo to make a report in person to President Hcoaevelt at the oarlieet 
pouible opportunit;;, and t.o thi s end he haa auggest.ed a couple or 
~1aea that I arrange an appoint.cent prior to ~he Pruidant' s return to 'llashingt.On 1r noceuaq 

~.);./;~ . 
Paul P. Fl:>ater, 
Coanander, U.S. II. R. 
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(COPr) U. S . NAVAL OBSERVQ! 

REC IF<:, S.U.ZIL 

SECRET 

Vice Admir~ P. c. Horne, U.S.N., 
Vice Chief ot Naval Operationa, 

Navy Deperl.llent' 
lia sMngton, D. C. 

ll,y Dehr Admiral: 

Ausus~ Jl, 1942. 

On arrivina at Natal dq batore yesterclaT (Saturda.Y) I wu J<et 

by Brigadier General Walah Co~M~andin< the Wing o! t he Army Tranaport 

Service eneaged in tho ferrying operation• between Trinidad ~"d 

Ascen.sion l eland, and he advised me t hat Aclairal lncrllll wanted l!e to 

come on ttlrough to Recite with him t or a conference that afternoon . 

So , instead o! stopping at Natal, I came on through and with Genoral 

llaleb went U:o:ecliately on board the PATOitA to call on Admiral Incra.a 
and C~er H~, the Nnal Observer here. 

I t. developed duritl<r tho course ot the ensuine discuuion th~t a taw 

d&ya proviou.sly our Al!be .. ador at ilio, 1:1-. Cattery, had atopped here at 

Recite and durine the meeting with Admiral In&r8111 it had been asreed 

betweM tho tliO that it was eoaontial that all or tho adlitary and naval 

activitiea in ~hia part ot the South Atlantic be unJ.tied under the 

direction ot AdJOiral Ine:-am. I.Dibasaactor Cattery asreed to aponeor thia 

plan in Rio and to cable his otrong endoreomont to the State Department. 

Adodral Inar1.11 ot&ted U.at be had written to Adl!iral Kina outl1ning the 

plan. The purpote of tho conterenee on tho PATOKA Saturcla¥ attamoon 

waa to clarify the picture with respect to tho Arm:! and both AdJOiral 

Iner&lll and Genaral Walsh wanted me to sit in the conference so that I 

could 21 ... a t1rot.-hand accurate report on the situation upon a;y return 

to Washington . Na.tural.l-7 I took particular care to e:xpl&in that 1 wae 

here in Brasil solely aa an obaarver and that I had no authorit y whatever 

tro. tho President or tha Navy Oepartcent, nor waa I authori<ed to 

express tho opinions ot &nJ"ODe except 111••lt which I would voice only 

upon roquoot. No concluoions were r eached at this conter&nce and it 

adJourned until the following day, Sund&J", to await the arrival or Captain 

Brad¥, our Naval Attache at Rio, and Cocl!l8ndar T. iloon, tha British Naval 

Attache at Rio , 

At y&sterdar'• mootint there were present beaidos Adalral lngr&l! 

41ld General Tlalsh , Captain Brad¥, Coanandor 1\ ilson, llajor Hughes the 

usiotant U.S. ll111tary Attache at Rio , COJIIII&nder llo<S&man, and o!ticere 

ot the S~t o! Adlliral lngraa and Ganaral lialeb, and JIIYo&lt . It was 

asraed by all those present that it wu hi£1UJ' desirable l.o proceed at 

once with the eatabliolnent or a suprMie unified COI!lCland vested in 
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A<biral Ineram and located here 1n Recite with Joint operation• otricea 
aahore and oea-aoin& haodquartera on board ehip. It is planned t.o 
repraoent under thie cOIIIIIMd all activitiu in thia area of the llruUian 
Navy, !.he B'rasllian Air Foree, and the &raillian Arrq, the Britith tla07, 
the ~ Perr,rina Operations, and all the raaitications of U. S . A~ and 
Navy aetivitiea in Brazil . Captain Brady nated that Pr .. ident Varpa and 
~>he 11.1nistl'1 ot !Iarine had aocb ex:pr .. aed to biiD their peraonal and 
eophatie approval or the eenara.l plan and accordina~7 ot.eps 
are beinB taken t.o oetablieh a de !acto oupr,..e cooma.nd pendine the !o:omal 
creation ot ouch comru.nd by appropriate ordero !rom 11ashin,Wn. However, 
and this 1a a point very important, all atepa in thia direction e.ra 
det initel,y predicatol upon the whole hea rted approval of Preaident Var11aa 
and t he OOverraont of Brazil, aad I can auure you that nothina will be 
done t.o jeop&rdiu the very happy relationahlp now existina betn~ the 
OOvel'nDient ot Bruil and our Qovenxoent u reproaent.ed by Amba .. ador 
ca.ttery, Admiral Iner.,. and General i>aloh , 

In BOn&ral the orgenisaUon and oet up uoed by Acbiral Ghoralcy 
1n New Ze&l.and, or by .l.cbiral Stark 1n Enaland h the pattern that 
Admiral Ingr.,. hal in mind. As I viaualite the plan there will be 
set up at onco here 1n ttecite a Joint cOI:Inl&nd headquarter• on ahore 
at which will be brought together the headquartera {ashore) of Admiral 
IngrBJII and GenerAl 11/IJ.ah and from which will be operated a cOJtUnUnication 
ayot.,. reachina to Wuhin,Wn, San Juan , Panama , Trinidad, Rio , Aacenoion, 
Freetown, Cape~own and l.:ontevideo, and intet'!lladiAte airf ielda and beaeo. 
The ph,yoical !acilitiea for thio COIIIIIIWiication "ystem are already in 
«<iotence and enough personnel are &Yailable to make it a &Oina concern 
almost amediat.J..y. Both British and Aaerican convoy and routine opera tiona 
tor the South .l.t4nt.ie will be cantered at these haodquartera and to that 
end the British l!olltina Otric" at ltontevideo will probably be .oved 1n 
ita entirety to 116C1te. The Bratilian Navy and Air Force will cooperate 
whole-heartedly under the laaderahip of Adairal Ingraa wbo anjoyo the 
utmost confidence ~d acbiration tbroU£hout all branchea ot the Brar.ilian 
00verl1!llent . Out of respect tor the !celinia of the Brazilians the U. S • 
.lrm,y activitiee i n Braril will be confined to the bareot eooe:ntialo and 
these will comprioo largel y the ferrying operation• to Ascenoion and tho 
coll ateral logistic• and aeeurity. 

Admiral InrrM has baen very reluctant to oat up aD¥ offices uhore; 
by nature be would prefer to stay at sea and ho well uoderatanda the 
antipathy 1n Tlaah1Jlct.cn and itio to tho buUdi.,. up or pseudo •••-aol.n& 
atatto on the beach . On the other band he realize• h1a iapotenee u 
aeon a.s he &O.. to 101 and tries t.o obaerva radio silence on hb tla£&h1p 
and he, ot eouroa, reeoen.tua that he caMot eat up a Joint control poet 
on a fi&~ohip and take care or Britith and Brazilian forces and activitieo 
and the highly iaportant merchant abip control that requires an etticiont 
twenty-tour hour, 2-war, eo<:lii:Ull.ication service . MT gueu 1o that &dm1ral 
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lngt-8111 dl.l apend 11 much time in the air a a he will ashore . Aa you well 
l<oow Admire.l Ineru ia not cact.ly a ai'Lrinldzljf violet and he haa IIC't 
hesitated to tell Aclalira.l King ot the i.aportance or his position here in 
BruU. Havina tbia in aind I thinl< 1"11 w1l.l be interested to have rq 
ver11'1caUon of hia 01111 estimate or the aituation. I have llatened 
carerull1 to h1.a and I have made it rq buainaaa to .alee discrete inquiriu 
and to inv1.te the oontidenceo or other r .. ponaible otticia.U and I can 
aaaure you that Adairal Ingram towera over all other peroonal1t1ea in 
a 1110st impreaeiva NMer. President VarBII calla hill •SruU' • Su Lord• 
and retero to him attecUonately as his "Stron& !Ugbt Arm• . Coupled with 
this uni que prestige ia a deep distrust ot the British and in the back­
ground there are intenae rivalries between the aoveral Brazi.lian 
aerv1.ces all or which create a firm toundaUon tor Admiral ln&ralll as 
COI!IIl&J1der in Chief of ell or the Armed Fore .. of the United Piatione in 
the Southwest Atlantic or even in the entire South Atlantic. In ra:r 
personal opinion Acbiral Intraa baa the Birt or tound jUdgment and a<>od 
co=on sense coupled with tl!l agareasiYe CJ.&htin& apirit and a tborouefl 
appreciation of the i.aportance ot Air Power in this theatre of operations. 
I think it distinctl.T to the advantaee not onl..T of our t:avy but. of our 
entire gover11111ent thai. advant.aee be taken or the pruent opportunit)' to 
make Admire.l Inq.., a Conoander In Chief in thia area in order that there 
may never be a quenion at aey time in the future BO to the par&IIOunt role 
o.t' the American Navy in this part of the 110rld. Such an appointment would 
be very harmful t.o Pan-American unit)' it it did not meet with complete 
approval not onl)' ot the Brazilian Gover!llllent ort1ciall)', but or tho 
l<ey pereonaliUes therein. HappU)', in thia inatance Acb.ire.l Intraa ' s 
appointmont ""uld have an inspirin& eftoct. 

I plan to proceed to liah1a t<>:J:Qrrow and to .uo a ~ or two later. 
The duraUon or the nop in rtio and the toct.ont of rq actirttiea there 
will be dependent eOIIpl.etel.T upon the wiaheo of Adaira.l Inc"aa and 
~soedor C&trer7 . I ahall not intrude into the discussions on thia 
subject in Rio , but it requested b7 proper au1.borit7 to listen in or 
to participate ao an obaerver, I shall do eo in order that I mD:t carr7 
bllck to Waohinrt-cm aa accurate a picture 01 poeaible . Both Adlaire.l 
Ingram and General Ylalah suggested tho adviaabilit.y ot ll\Y includina a 
t rip to Aacenaion during thia tour, yet both ae)' that it •o.!d be 
VOT)' helpful to thee it I could return to \'laohinBton u quickl.)' aa 
posaible to conva7 a tint hand report o t axiet1111 conditions hera, 
par~.icularl)' with reapect to the need tor tho !Jimediate creation of 
th< post of Coamandar in Chief, South Atlantic (or South-wast AUantic) . 
b you know I still have Curacao and Aruba on rq itinerazy and I should 
like to atop o ver one d.t.7 at Trinidad, San Juan and Ouant.aDuao alrouto 
boc;e . It. now appearo to ce that I cannot reach t7asb1ngt.on betora the 
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aiddle or Sop~-r and I eould poaaibl,y spend another ""'ot.b on ttia 
trip it it wore not. tor ~e deairebillty or tellcinjr persoll3l.l)r wi~ 
you &bout. aoae utt.era that. I do oot reel at Uberty to write about . 

Sincere.l,y, 

PAUL RJSTER 

Copy to: Capt . A. B. Anderson 

l Regraded Unclassified
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OFFICE OF lJ . S . !lAVAL A':'TACfE 

f lo v.e Janeiro, Brazil 
Soptenbor 1 , 1912 . 

~ J A ':Jff!' TO ?!IE VICE C 'I!';F Ol' t:AVAL OP~f<ATTO!:S . 

V!A : Ti";; DIEECTOh, l>LAJIS P!VIStC' . 

S'JBJI.C'r : Report of Cor:ferenco with Pres.Ld.ont '/areas on 
Coordi.>a tlon of urazilian - Ameriea."l ::a val and 
Air• O;oernti.ona under Vice AuJ.llral Jonas H. In" r8.rl , 
,s .. ~ . 

REFEP.El CZ : (a ~ ~:y lettey• dated 31 AUt..USt 1S42 to VC!il' , 
(b Alusna liio Secret Dispatch 101£105 of Sep t . 19 42 . 
( c Capt . Jr&Ciy ' s (1; . S . r.a val Attache) nenor undw,, to 

the Amba~sndor - Secret serial ::o. 042~-032 da ted 
10 September l c4Z , 

Z CLOSv:S : (A) Co)y of reference (c) . 

1. ContlrMJ.nb nnd in anpl.l t'ice.tion of reference (b) , I 
have to re,JOrt that I &rrived in ;.1o ca Janeiro o Se:>te:noor 4 
and repOr ted t-> the ' . $ . ::r.va_ /.ttLC.Ie , t:1e C:,l<f Of the. , :J , 
.,nvul. ta::.s!.on anw. to t l.e . S . Ambnssnc.or, to all of whor'i I 
oreeen t ed : .y oreers o.nd o:r.plalnec f<:lly the pu1•pose of '"Y visl t . 
I furt:.or explatnod t o A. .bass ad or Caffery thnt ! had no nut' >OI•i ty 
o r lnatr·Jct~ons to nes;oti£te with tc.e razllian Gover..mont in any 
matter and that I had no desire t o take any steJ)S that •,;ere n ot 
opeciric«lly outllneli and approved by h!.n and b) Ca tnin E. ~ . 

r nc. , Jr . , r<1: , t~e ::aval Attach'> . I c;nve Ambassador Caffery 
an<o c~,.tliin "N""· e. copy Ol referer.co ( a) and t h ey ap, .. rovod its 
contents . 

:C: . Anbassador C•ffer;; and CE; ta i n r 4<1}' decieled tha t ! 
shvuld cn_l U?On the l inistor of h arli e , t ho Chi• 1 of ::a val General 
Staff and upon tho Fore ign ~tnhtor . Thase calls were mcde on 
Satur<iaJ , Se te: Oar 5 , nnd. I wn!:! e.ccJn. an1ed by Cnptain raay . In 
these eetir .. s the subJect of cor.voys anet anti - sul.>mArlne we.rfero 
on t ho r s.zl l i&n Coast 11as discussed , and each of t!'>.ese threo 
.>razl linn offlcirls stated unequivocally that he TD<Jld like t o sea 
all of the .razUian Ji;.~a l ano f.;r 7orcos , to.,ether \lith any B~>ltish 
orces that .r.ll,)lt be .>peratln~.o in t his ,.crt of the worlti , p le.ced 

unoer the so l o eo:n::tllnd of '/lee Acrtll'al ::: ·•-"' , i n w:1o:11 t he ucost 
conl~cence was evielencec . A_aln , iu eac., of U.ese reoh .. ~ s I made 
1t clear t •• ltt I was ,ll'eeent onl:; a an obse1•ver O.!'ld thnt I 1'.119 not 
conve:;i~~ en:• requests or s·~~ estiot.s .ro.r the l.nv:; X:.e •. ar t.:en t or 
Presi<ier.t .. oosevcl t. 
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:!1 . T:-1e Fot•ei£:!1 Z~lni3tor , !>r . >s,Jaldo /.ranha , On. tni=t 
Br l4dy and l spent ncsarly an hour ln discussion of t his natter 
c.nd of !}razll' s a ttl tude to;,ard the war &MI her read lneas to 
en~;a.,.e in overseas operatlons Wl.tb us .. henevor occasion Mi!)lt 
require it ln t~1e futuro . Ir . Arenha at•ted thaL ho .-;ould likE> 
to call a c•eetlr • ., cl tho • lnlster of olir , the o.niste r o · l'ar1rtj.l , 
and the •. .lnister of Air and hi self for a round table discussior 
with Ill .bt~ssador C~i'fer;· , Ca taL'l Erad; n:1d ~yself , bu. I firnly 
expressed my disl .. cllnatlon to pArticipate in s·tch a mooting 
unle~s Ambassador Co.tery Ol~ere~ no to attena . 

4 . Lt. tur , tho .•oreign ; .. 1nloter inforttod AT.Ibassedor Cnffocy 
ana Captaiu ·•rad:r th1..t .• e desired 1:10 to meet Presi"ont Vart;as , and 
accorclint;l:; ha it. troduceC: ne to Presiuent \'areas on Se: tenber 7 at 
a function cslebr&. tL • ., ;·raz.:.l ' s "ndc.Jendor.ce a;. . Ai'terwnrds &r . 
Arnnha told /uJbassador CnfJ'or;; that the Pres.:.dent dcslred to talk 
Pl'ivately t.ith ne >:.t a l ater date nt his official reaiaence , Gur.abara 
Palaeo . ..~en Ambassador Caffer y told "'e tlu:.t he wanted t::e to remain 
in Rio to see .reside!'lt "areas a second t1.1e I asked for his advice 
as to t.te propriet:," and advisability of 1T'J e.,snc.L:oc in any d.Ls -

russio!l wttn the "resident on =tters portair.ir.t; to k•erican- l.!razilian 
collc.bol•&.tlon unuer •:tee A<!!-.iral ~n~rc::~• s leadershi.. . I pointed out 
that this seened to me to be &. task for hi"' to hanale a.o.one nnd t hat 
I had no desire to ir.truda lnto the di?lomntic field . The Ambassador 
said that I should discuss this matter lf an opportuni ty to oo so 
occurred and he oxpl~ined t .. at he CO'Jld not express his own vlews 
on tho subject 1'11. thout tho_r a;> 9arl::,; to be those of Pr·esident 
f;oosevelt , wt .. rens I coula s oak f r eely ~ithout onaangerin.,. the 
OJ:tbasay ' s ,?osition . f!e ex·•ressed hls opinion that it rould be hel, ­
ful if I ulrectly or 1 1cirectly aiGed in a pro~pt clarification of 
the p>•oblem v;hlch othorwise he feared lllir;ht dra& on indefinitely. 

5 . Reference (c) is a detailed report of t he confer ence which 
was held with the Presi<oent yo!<ter<ia, , Sept onber 9 . Since I do not 
speak Por tu~;'Ua3e and Prasio.ant Vargqs aoes not spec.l< Enc-is:1 , I wns 
forcacl by necesnity ns •:ell as l>::; choice to keep strictly "lthin the 
seo;-e ~f my role ns "observer. " l:evort heloss , I could follow the 
trend of tho c J!lVcrsatio .• and tJ:us r can substantiate Ca;>ttlin 'rnd:,- ' s 
re;lort on what r:as aaicl . 

o. At no tl .e d•lrin,: the cor:fercnce wi th Pres i dent •:arc;na 
did Ca. tain Srad:r or I make C:lrect s.,eci!'lc re'i·~osts nor did we 
make any pro:-:isos or co :TtitJJents . I should also llhe to aud thl: t 
I eX?licitly told the President that further enem:r raias on tho 
Hraz111an Canst were inevltabl e"'d that we cuuld not expect to 
avoid losses fro:-1 time to tirJe . 'r'he Pre sidon t ll.,).'eed ITith this 
point of view and than remarked that he f elt t'lis tiOUld be a lone 
war and a hara. rtar . 

7 . President Var~as particularly inquired as to when I planned 
to return to .. ashln..,ton , nne. .. e stated that he ·,;as very nrutl01.:s for 
me to g1 ve a com;olote re ort of the nee tin& to the Secretary of the 

I 
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lo&V:' p1·lo1 to that off~ci~<l' a •.opor-tu1·e from .!lshlngton for 
PanaJ11& anc ,.1o . ~&aed u, on ~nt'on:~atlon t!u.t t!le Secreta:-:' ot 
tho 1 a·;;. ta to loave Wsah1nc ton on Sopto,ber :::: , I ar.1 •lan­
ninG my roturn t r ip so as to roach ~es~1nston ~y Septe~bor 19 
ln Oi'<IOr to co. ,l;r , if' posdblco , wl th thla request of Pros i c!on t 
Var.JIIS . 

raul F' . Foster , 
Co::mA.nder ~ "~ . • :: . 
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Sapter:ber 10, 1942. 

Pursuant to your instructions I arr anged an appointment and presented 
Commander Paul Footer to Preoidant Vargas at tho Ouanabara Palaeo at 7:00p.m., 
yaat.erda,r, Sapt•ber 9th , I explained the reaoon tor llio presence in Rio de 
Janeiro &lid ducribod briefly Ilia background and navlll ca reer, including his 
recent a .. ipoota froJil Prosidant iloose.-elt to inspect U.S. do!enau in the 
P.- Canal Area, ll.uk&, tho .Uoutians, and tho Carribean. Proaidant 
Vargas ateted that there could be no better credontialo than the orders hdd 
by Commander Foetor. 

A diocussion began as to tho shipping probl8.'11 in Brazil and tho President 
explained tho grave situation confronting some sections ot Brazil , ariaing 
trom t.he paral.Taie of ocean C.ODIIlerce s ince the recent ene:tij' attacka on ahips 
ott tho cout or BraUl. Ho •ntioned pan.1C1llarly the probable sllort&le or 
tood-stutto, in Northeastern Brasil &lid the shortage of coal in thh part ot 
Bruil. 

Reference was &ado to the convoy ot Tankera now en route to Brazilian 
porto and to the need for s1111ilar convoys !or tho Bratilian coastal traffic 
and !rom llontavideo to Trinidad. Tho presently oxbting difficulties con­
fronting Vice Admiral Ingram were explained to the Proeidont, and it was 
pointed out that exporioocos in other theaters of the war had clearly shown 
t-hat the b01t poaoible roaulta ware obtained only when t ho control ot tho 
oporationo or tho sea and air torcos ..... placed in the hands or ono ....., , 
Cocaander l'Oater and I further pointed out that thia was parti01llarl,y true in 

caoes involving tho air and ... torcoo ot .oro than one nation onaaee<t in 
Joint oporationo rogardleeo ot wlletber these operationo wore con'fOying 
merchant shipo or campaigning apinat the enemy. 

I explained to the President the situation o:xieting today 
in Recite under which Brig&doiro Gomes 1s operating the Brazilian Air Force 
in cooperation with Admiral Inaraa and Rear Adadral lloiva and Captain Dutra 
ore ooope,..ting with tho BruUian !laval Unite under their coc:anda . I 
advised tho Preaidoot ot the talxe Cooaandor Foster and I had had with the 
J.U.nUter ot tho llarine, the Chief of Naval Start, tho Chief ot Start ot 
the Air !"orca, and with tho llinuter ot Foreign Affaire, I told tho President 
catasoricall,y that Admiral Ingru has no desire t.o exorcise al\l' CO<tll&nd over 
the BrnUian Al'ft'O', nor baa he acy wish to intertera in the admihietrative 
at!aira ot tho Air Force and Navy, Ho-..ver, I did 1ay that Admiral lnl/ralll 
t olt that th~r• waa need tor a more definite understandine as to hio autpority 
and reapons1biUty with reapoct t.o the operation• or tho Bra~Uian Navy and 
Air !'Ore• in the dotoo .. ot the Brazilian coast and ohipping and 1n the war 
at see apinot our co_,n II'I""V, Parenthetically, I explained that Adlliral 
L->gru Olai.ntaJ.Jlod nry cordial relations with the BraUlian Arm1f c-ndore in 
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llortheaat Brazil, hu asko<l and received their collaboration in providinB tor aocurHr ot the air !ieldo used by our Arm,y and tlavy planes . In this connection I at.&ted that there wu no present desire upon tho port of Adldral ~....,. to bring in U.S.A. troops to ruard thaaa air tielda or other do!onae inatallations on BraziliAn aou. 

Thereupon the President after ca.rotul deliberation .ode tho !ollowinr \ atat~nts to me and Cac.&ndor PQster: 

(1) 

(2) 

Tnat he desired that Vice Adodral Ingram be given tull authority ovor tho Brazilian NllV.Y and Air Forceo and tull responsibility tor the do!onso ot tho coast of Brazil. 

That he desired our Govorment ri•• Vice AdmirAl Ineram full authorit7 ~ and adoqunto roin!orcemonto so that be could undertake tho doConse ot the entire coast o! Brazil with complote 1reedoe ot action. He I repeated thb statement three tiaea: "That he desiro<l and -.ould conaid<>r that Adldrel InBra:o be responsible !or the defense ot the enUre coaat line of Brazil ~ ~ 

(3) He stated that he would direct today the Wlni oter ot Karin• and \ tho lliniater ot Air to place their respective torcea under tho ordera ot Vice Ad!al.ral Ingram tor operaUona at aea and in the Air . 

(4) He etated that he would instruct the Uinieter of Foreign Affaire , t Dr. Aranha, to noti.(y )'OU t.oda)' ot the above deciaiona and withee in order that )'OU !light tran•h Brazil 1 s wiohea in thia Cl&t.tor to our government . 

Finell,y, be tpoci!icall,y requested thot Cor.lll!aJ'der Poster Clll<e a report 
in person concerning this ~oeting and hi• decision• and wiahea expreoaed ~ therein to the Socret....r7 ot tho NA"7 prior to tho deporture ot Colonel Knox troa Waohington on hia trip t.o Rio (about September 2lat) , and ho alae requested that COIIIIMIIder l'ooter make a oim.Uer report in person to Preaidont Roosevelt coupled with renewed auurancoa of biB poroonal eateet11 and Brazil 1 a whole heart•d detenoination to cooperate in over)' "'"3 poaaible in our Jo~ war ettort, 

Reepecttull,y, 

I•/ 1!. E. B.!ADY, J.l. 
Captain, USN 
llovel Attache . 
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