BOX 171.

5. N1 %o N-3, GENERAL: December 4, 1943 - April 11, 1945,
a, Hemorandum Ceneral Marshall to FDR re Irish Air and Naval Dases:
hugust 7, 1943,
b. Memorandum: Admiral Brown to Admiral Young: October 25, 1943.
c. HMemorandum: Admiral Young to Admiral Brown: December 16, 1943.
d. “emorandum: F. J. Horne to Admiral Brown: DUecember 20, 1943.
(b, ¢, and d relate to ship repair facilities in the Meditteranean)
T e P R —
Map Room Files. 99
BOX 171. (Continued)
e. Memorandum Admiral Leahy to FUR re Fhilippine bases; January 1, 1944.
£. Memorandum "for the Secretary” (of Navy?) from E. Greuning, Gsvernor
of Alaska re Alaskan Highway: December 4, 1943.
g. Hemerandum Admiral Brown to Admiral Moreell: October 12, 1944.
h. Group of papers re Proposed Havy Department Building and Naval
Museum and Wet Basin.
i. Group of papers re expansion of the Naval Academy.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
QFFICIAL BUSINESS

TOP 5eCHRT DATA Kb LAGLE CASE.

FENALTY FOR PANVATL USE TO
PaYMENT OF FOSTADE, EE]

worzeagu® I Lave confirmed that the so-

called ‘Neval Atteché' in Istanbul, end lately
United States Minister in Sofia, Earle, vho is
now in charge of allied political propaganda for
Bulgaris, is on friendly terms with many leading
Bulgerian military and political personalities,
with whom --M-- developments in the Balkans; that
in some of his reports he argues in favour of the
Bulgarian viewpoint; that he is favoured by
ROOSHVELT; and that he is a frimd-of the United
States Consul-Gernersl here, who remarked,

"Greek circles in Istanbul ought to get together
more with EARLE."

Rec'd 5 Feb 44 (h) Creslk #109902

" SECRE

of d all of its contents must be nll'ﬂulrﬂnd,-itﬁ the greatest care.
Efgﬁhp?ﬁ'mﬂu:y to prevent deying up this sort aof \'H:l_l intelligence at its source.

Regraded tnclag




*SECRET ° .

No. 127054

From: Calro (Tsouderos)
To: London ELG“G]: Embassy)
Eﬁ;um: 19

#2135
Following from our Consul in Jerusalem:

"From my conversations with a friendly
Amsrican colleague I have confirmed that the so-
called 'Naval Attache' in Istanbul, and lately
United States Minister in Sofia, Earle, who 1s
now in charge of allied political propaganda for
Bulgaris, iz on friendly terms with many leading
PBulgerian wilitary and political personalitles,
with whom --M-- developments In the Balkans; that
in soms of his reports he argues in favour of the
Bulgarian viewpoint; that he 1is favoured by
ROOSSVELT; and that he 1s a i‘ria:ndl of the United
States Consul-Gernersal here, vho remarked,
"Greek circles in Istanbul ought to get together
more with EARLE."

Rec'd 5 Feb 44 (h) Greel #109902

" SECRE

d { lts contents must be n.lﬂul ed with the greatest care.
Rﬂ%’?ﬁ'&'ﬁ-ﬂ':ﬁ prevent 4';1“ up this sort of ¥i I intelligence at ts source.
— o

e _— e —
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. WAR DEPARTMENT W»,

SE@RET

From: Angﬂra {Japanese Ambassador)
Ta. 3 Minister for Foreign Affairs)
6 Harah 19 4

XBT-JAA
#110

129176

EARLE, formerly American Minister at Sofia (now
at Istanbul supervising activities in the Balkans),
spoke as follows to a contact:

1. The American Ambassador at Moscow had reported
the view that the Red Army would not penetrate far to
the weet of the former 19%9 frontier. This was at one
with the wishes of President ROOSEVELT.

(?2?) It was to be regretted that, in splite of the fact
that the establishment of a second front would be for
Great Britaln the parting of the ways between life and
death, the British had but little comprehension of this,
Thus it was a fact that even on the Itallian front there
were, in addition to the American forces, large numners
of Indlan, Canadian and French troops and relatively few
United Kingdom troops, but 1t was expected that when 1t
came to setting up the second front the British would
endeavour to reduce as far as possible the numbers of
their own troops employed, and 1t was dlsagreeable that
the British in any case depended toc much on America.

3. The British were very insistent on Turkey's
entering the war, but he did not think that this would
have much effect on the war situation, and there was no
need to be flurried.

Ree'd U Apr 44 (t) Jrpanese #116725

SECRET

WAR DEPARTMENT

This sheet of paper and all of Its contents must be safeguarded with the greatest care.
Utmoat secrecy Is necessary to prevent drylng up this sort of vital intelligence at its source. i

Regradelendassmed




)  WAR DEPARTMENT b

SECRIET

129138
B-176M

From: Ankars (Tsou Shang Yu)
To: Chungking

6 March 1944

XBT

#811

Intelligence from Turkish sources. The
lack of harshness apparent in the Sovlet peace
terms to Finland is an artifice to ingratliate
the U.S.5.R. with each of the smaller powers. The
swing over toward the United Netions 1s on the
point of becoming more pronounced. SEVOFF2 1is
sti1l in Turkey. VALEF (?VULEFF?), a previous
Bulgarian Minister of Commerce, has also arrived;
T hear that he is already in touch with EARLE,
former United States Minlster to Rumania (?Bulgaria?).

TSOU SHANG YU

a - Cf. No. 128233.

Rec'd 1@ Mar Ui (7€28-d) Chlnese #113281

SECRIET

WAR DEPARTMENT

This sheet of paper and all of lts contents must be safeguarded with the greatest care.
Utmost secrecy is necessary to prevent drying up this sort of vital intelligence at its source.

‘IllllIIIIIIIIIIllIlIIIllIIIIIIlIIIlIllllllllllllllqggﬂgaga!nﬂlksmed



@ WAR DEPARTMENT ¢,

SECRET 1657 '

From: Ankera (KUR
To: Tokyo (via Eerlin
6 March 1944

JAA
#112

Recently in connection with the negotiations
cecnerning an armistice with Finland the esnemy euvthorities
heve made much ado, for propegende purposes, Sbout the
opening of negotiations with Bulgerlsa in regard to a
separate peace. According to what I have found out
through my own private ingquiries, the architect
SEVOFF, who is at present ataying in Ankara, has in
fact been in touch with certain enemy officials.

According to a government reporti from an official
in the Germen Embassy here (our "HA" intelligence
men), this men has first of all been in contact
with the American Minister in Istenbul, EARIE,
formerly Minlster to Sofia. He has also, it seems,
had & secret meoting with the American Amhessador,
STEINHARDT. But becsuse the Americens do not make
clear what thelr stipulations were, his plan has
fallen to the ground.

On the 3rd the newspaper CUMEURIYET reported

Japanese #113647

SIECRI T

WAR DEPARTMENT

This sheet of pnpn and all of its contents must be safeguarded with the greatest care.
Utmaost secrecy Is necessary to prevent drylng up this sort of vital intelligence at Ity source.
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*r) WAR DEPARTMENT )

SECIRET

& rumor concerning this man's secret schemes. Recently,
1t would seem, this person has accepted the views of
Turkish Government circles. 3ince the collapse of
Anglo-Turkish negotiations thnigﬁ;iinh authorlities
have looked with disfavor on any such schemes as these
on the part of the varlous Balkan counftries.

The newly sppointed Rumanian Minister and
others have also tried such schemes in Istanbul, Ve
heve been informed. MENEMENCIOGLU, the Forelgn
Minister, hes recently heard in regard to theae
actions that since Turkey desired tranquility and
atability in the Balkans 3he would like to =zee
Rumanie at this time, despite the change in the
war situstion, tighten her relations with Germany
end oppose the projects of the Red Army. Ee was
indirectly warning ageinst thls sort of sctlvity

when he made this pronouncement, I think.

a - As in text

Inter 10 Mar 4% (4) Japanese #11364T
Rec'd 11 Mar 44 Page 2
Trans 12 Mar 4% (1034-h)

SECRIET

WAR DEPARTMENT

This sheet of paper and all of lts contents must be safeguarded with the greatest care.
Utmost secrecy s necessary to prevent drylng up this sort of vital Intelligence at lts source.

R I SR RS e Regraded Unclassified




TOP SECRET

135927
From: ingora (Japanese Ambessador)
To: Tokyo (Minister for Foreign Affairs)
September 1944
T=JAA
#U15

At the end of last month BERGERY, the former French

Ambsssador, told me that, sccording to a statement made

to him in confidence by a person in close touch with
ROOSEVELT (he said that he was éniinfluentlal personage

who had recently visited Turkey but that he could not
diselose his name), the view wae strongly held in American
policleal circles that the continuation of the war against
Germany was nothing but a transfer of Europe from one
gangster? to another and that 1€ was folly to shed the
precious blood of Amerlcen youth in a war of this kind,

end thot thils view was gradually having an effect upon
public cpinlon. Anc according to reliable information
Minteter BARLE (head of the American organization in the
Ballans) takes exactly the same line, and, asking for
whoce ecka it is thet America is active in the Palkans,
geyvs thot the whole thing is senseless end evidees great
ditentisfaction with the actions of the U.S.5.R.

e'd 23 Sept 44 (o) Jepanese #141792
i TOP SECRET




TOP SECRET

6873
Bh101
! 137651

From: Ankara (KURIHARA)
To: Tokyo (Foreign M'nister)
21 October 1944
XBT-(JAA)
488
a

Reference my telegram No. 415 .

A secretary of the Spanish Legation here gove
the folloving information to a member of my stafl.
The Américan M'nistar EARLE, ztatiomed at Constantinople
(Head of the American organization in the Balkans ), ro-
marked some days ago to the Spanish Minister that the
European situation was getting into em uncontrollable
mess as "The cat that ate the cheese having been killed
they vere purused by an irmimerable swarm of rata", ond
sald that he himself wvaa repcatedly advising President
ROOSEVELT in strong terms on the guestion of th%hﬂlshevi-
zation of Europe. The Spenish Minister got the impreesion
thet EARLE wos in favor of t¢astablishing touch with the

Germans wvithout delay. Repeated to Burlin,
a - BBA Flh1792,

Egﬁ-d ‘27 Oct 44 (h) Japanese #147653
TOP SECRET




. WAR DEPARTMENT .

,,.,x*/" TOP SECRET

TOP SECRET
ggﬁﬂ
hga
From: Ankara (Spanish Minister)(ROJAS) 139197
To: Medrid (Minister for Forelgn Affairs)
5 December 194
XBT-(SPA)
215
Mr. EARLE, the personal delegate of the Fresident of
the United Statea, tells me that he has received ilnstructions
to be ready to undertake a Journey to Germany without detells
ge to the plece or method of getting there. It is his wish to
Bo to America first for a thorough exchange of views. He
informed me that the anti-Fussian party in the United States
grows dally, and thet the Fresldent himself bears in mind the
Soviet dangers even 1f --G-- necessitles of the war force him
to temporige and not dispense with help that 1s so valuable
for the moment. A French doctor who knows De GAULLE person-
ally seid that this progressive --G-- (7was due to him?).
The informer who, & month in advance, told him (EARLE) sbout
_the V.l raids, now assures him that V.3 aimed at America will

come into operation before the end of this month.

Rec'd 9 Dec 44 (q) Spanish H-155T739

TOP SECKET

WAR DEPARTMENT

This sheet of paper and all of its contents must be safeguarded with the greatest care.
Utmost secrecy I8 necessary to prevent drying up this sort of vital intelligence at its source.
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E&huu Pars-2=ID NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTOM, D.C.
10 April 1515

MEMORAMDUM FOR VICE AIMIRAL BROWH:
Subject: Naval Academy - expansion of

Attached hereto are coples of a number of memorcida
relating to the expansion of the Naval Academy, having as
a basis Captain Strauss' memorandum to the Secretary.

T am sure you will find this of interest, but I agree
completely with your corments of last Friday, in that there
are now too many people getting engaged on thia topic. I
think some one activity should look into this instead of
having about a dozen.

I am preparing a statement on this guestion for
Admiral Jacobs to use before the executive couneil of the
kavy Department next week and as soon as he approves it
T shall send you a copy, which I think you may find of
interest.

I shall keep you informed of any new developments
that may arise in this connection.

H. H. Hillenkoetter,
Captain, USN.

Regraded Unclassified




9 April 1945

For: The Secretary of the Havy.

1 deo agree with Major Corres that the questions reised
by Captain Strouss in his memorandum to you, whieh I am
» should be deferred at least umtil you have been

Regraded Unclassified



THE SECEETARY OF THE NAVY

6 April 1945

Do you agree with Major Correa -- that there is
be gaimed by talking with the President umtil
after wo have decided what our requiwments at Anmapolis

are to be in terms of post-war education?

r
‘s/ J. 7.
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Mareh 29, 1945

/8/ Mathias F. Correa

Regraded Unclassifi



March 28, 1945

You asked me to round up the facts in the situation relative
to the proposal to acquire St. John's College at Annapolis for the Nawal
~ Academy. The following appear to be the pertinent Iitems, and some ob-
servations thereon:

It ia reasonably clear from the record that real estate in-
terests in Amnapolis are keeping the rroject alive, Senator Tydings has
been quoted on both sides of the question but his position appears to be
defined in a telephone message to you on Jamary 30 after being visited
by certain people in Annapolis "with no publieity attached" and whom he
deseribed as wanting "To help the Naval Acadery get St. John's College".
The Collage is represented to be operating at a defieit and its acquisition
by the Naval Academy as relleving the state of Maryland of an anmual sub-
vention. College officials, however, have figures to show that they are
out of the woods financially. On the other hand, the tentative plan pre-
pared for its mcquisition and improvement by the Havy would involve the
expenditure of $52,000,000 by the Federal Govermment.

The President of tha Collepe and members of the Board -- I
have not checked to see whether they constitute the whole Board -- are
averse to selling., The College is the third oldest im the ecountry and
even its critics among educators concede that it is a significant edu-
cational departure. There will be much opposition in academic circles
beyond the College itself if the property 1s scquired other than by ne-
gotiantion; that is to say, with the consent of the College muthorities.

If the property is acquired for the Naval Academy it 1s pro-
posed to dmolish most of the existing structures and erect new buildings te
increase the capacity of the Nawval Academy to 7500 students. FPresident
Roosevelt, on tha other hand, is quoted by his Nawval Adde, Admiral Wilsem
Bromm, as desiring to preserve the buildings on the ground that they are
land-marks (one of them was comstructed in 1795).

The eritical question, to my mind, however, is not whether
the St. Johm's College property should be bou.''t, but whether the optimum

size of the Naval Academy can be agreed upon. The size of the post-war
Navy has some bearing on the answer and that has not yet been determined.

Regraded Unclassified
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The wisdom of increasing the size of the student body at
Annapolis striked me as open to grave question from yei another appect.
Much of the argument presented for eontimuing Annapolis as an under-graduate
institution is based upon the thesis that the Nava' Academy has always glven
o distinctive stamp to its graduates and has produced an unique esrrit de
corps., It can be questionwed whether these advantages are currently being
preserved even in an insitution of its present sizse -- the enrollment 1s
now over 3000 -- not to mentiom the situation which would result from more
than doubling it. In the current issue of "Proceedings of the Unlted States
Naval Institute™, a writer who has been comnected with the Academy for 20
years passignly menticns that Reserve Midshipmen pow at the Academy "have
faw contacts with the Rejulars"., This is probably lese attributable to the
Navy's "Jim-Crow" poliecy for Heserves than to the rresent size of the student
body. In other words, enrcllment at the Academy has already reached a point
where diminishing returns can be expected from the sacrifiee of intangiblea
which have always been represented as no less waluable than the curriculum
itelf.

In conclusion, I would regommend that no steps whatever be
taken for the present beyomd exploratory cmes and that they be so conducted
as not to arouse the resentment and antagonism of the friends of the College
nor give to any individusls a position upon which they may some day rresent
a claim for a real estate commission or brokerage.

I have in my office the plans and other details in connectiem
with the propomal, if you are interested in seeiny them,

Resp'y
/8’ Lewis Strevas

Lewls 1. Strauss

LiS1vew

Regraded Unclassified
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THE BUREAL OF YARDS AND DOCKS ]'ijﬂ : -

- il ‘
mommr N | NAVY DEPARTMENT
Alb=1 - WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
sertal 863 ° 9
CONFIDENTIAL
From: Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks.
Ton Secretary of the Havy.
Vian Chief of Maval Personnel,
Subj Ravel Acadery, innapolis -« Post War Expansion,
Refsy (a) Memo for President from Seclav, Serial 801 of

[bjgmf- 1945,

V' amg Secre of the Navy from the President,

-:}'""'m"’mhﬁ"" i

¢) Memo for Pre t from af the Navy
dtd 11 March 1945, ’

(d) Memo for Secretary of the Navy from the President,
dtd 1, Mareh 1945,

l. The postwar development of the Mawval
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CONFIDENTIAL

in effect, set up an independent Air Academy, Location of the
annex at Sandy Point is not considered a feasible or desirable
tieal pressure to locate a

9, The present buildings of St. Jolms College camnot be rehabilitated

utilised effectively for Academy purposes except to a limited ex-
tent, These buildings are small, obsclescent and many are in poor
condition and cammot be efficiently adapted to Naval Academy purposes
without extensive remodeling and reconstructien,

10, The State Leglslature of Maryland has umanimously adopted a joint
resolution o the effect that "amy inerease in the Nation's facilities
for the training and education of additional Maval Officers can, and
should, be provided by expansion of the Naval Academy at Ammapolis,
where adequate areas contiggous to the reservation are avallable, and
where the Academy has goown and expanded for a century,"

11, The Buresn of Persamnel will confer with the 5t, Johns College

2

12, In the light of the foregoing, the following recommendations are
mades

(A) That plans be prepered for an immediate expansion of
the Naval Academy to accomodate a postwar etudent
body of 5500,

(B) That these plans envisage an ultimate expansion to

(c) That the plan provide for the acquisition of St, Johns
College and other tracts immediately contiguous to the

Academy grounds to provide space for construction of
additional dormitory, academic, recrestiomal and service

facilities to accomodate the total student body of 5500
- 3= EUHHDEQJ%ded Unclassified
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without removal of the St, Johms College builde
“‘

That the plan for the ultimate expansion to 7500 be
made, insofar as is practicable, in such manner as
to avoid removal of the older tuildings of St., Johns
m-

That immediate negotiationz be undertakem with the

suthorities of St, Johns College with a view to ar-
riving at a mitually agreeable arrangement in order
that eriticism of the prospective action of the Navy
in sequiring St, Johns may be avoided,

B, Moreel]
Chlef of Burey,

cc: HNaval Alde to the President.,
e, o SR
Supt,, Naval Academy,

CONFIDENTIAL

Regraded Unclassified
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1.
body of 7500 have been initisted on several clternative bases, as follows:

5 April 1945 \-}33

EEORANUN 10 CHIER
Subje Nevel Academy Expension - F'rogress Fuport on Ltudles.
Eefas (&) Your memo for Chief Plamning Ufficer 12 Harch 1945.

(b) Your meso for Chief Plsmning Officer 25 Merch 1945.

(e) Me=o from Capt. Wirth to Superintendent, Naval Lcadexy
file NC2, Serisl <39792-3-C of 10 March 1945.

(d) Memo from Capt. Wirth to Capt. Smith, file NC2, Serisl
232212-0-C of 20 Murch.

Studles for the expunsion of the Naval Acadesmy to secommodate & student

{s) Expsnsion of the Neval Academy, by the sequisitiom of
St. John's Collsge end other tracts eontigucus te the jcsdamy grounds,
demolition of tho college bulldinge end the comnstruetion of » new
5,000 msn doraitory on the college grounds, together »ith additiomal
sosdenic, recrsetionsl and serviee fasilities om the enlarged
reservatlon.

(®) seguisition of St. John'e College, Tehabilitstion of the
college buildings Tor scademlc purposes of the Aesdeay, developoent
of & new smnex, 0 sccommodnte one helf of the student body, on the
eaptern bank of the Severn River and expansion of the present
facilities to socommodate the other halfl comfortatly.

(c) Same a8 (b) except for development of the new snnex to
accommodnte teo thirds of the student body, with litile or ne

of the present fscllities.

(d) Seme as (b) except for reloontiom of the proposed ennex
on Ssndy Point sdjacent to the projosed Neval Academy Alr Stetiom.

(#) Yesovel scross the Severn of «ll sctivities now st the
seademy but not direectly necessary for scedemic funetione and
saximum use of present growmds for dormitory, scsdemic and essentisl
sssociated faeilities, possibly involving filling pert or all of
Dorsey Cresek,

ted by my semorandum of 16 Jspuary, hos been reviewed
cademy snd comments subtmitted in refleremce (c). Fevislon
meet the comments of the Academy eppeers generally fessible
vut in further refinement of the layout 1 It is
[ « Further development of this
is being held in pending ecmpletion of the slternstive

by
Seheso B is being developed in sccordence with the President's recuest

Regraded Unclassified




based cn the Academy's view as expressed in reference (d) !
i

for 3750 with complete scademic and suxiliary treining fecllities, drill
flelds, recrestion feecilitles, service fuellities and quarters. In
affect it requires almost a complete duplicstion of the present Newsl

Acndexy »s enlerged.

4e Davelopment of this snnex om the trect directly scroes the Severn
River from the present Acadesy lying betwesn the Ritchie Highway snd

the Experlsent Stetlon will be difficult sand unsatisfeotory in many
respecte becruse of the rough topography of the terrain. This trect
contains & number of knolls riaing B0 to 100 feet above the river and ls
traversed by deep Llrregular gullies. It is mot well adapted to any regulsr
or formel layout. Heavy cuts and fills will be required if a compuct
errengement 1o to be secured. Economlesl adaptation to the terrain, on
the other hand, will foree a comperatively wide dispersion of facilities.
The Experiment Statlom will be sdversely affected. Future sxpension will
be preecluded, and operstions restricted snd emvelopsd mo thet it would be
dosirable to comsider relocation of the station in some other locslity
as en integrel pert of this scheme. No eoperste sketch has beem prepared
for this scheme, since it would be essentislly the same s Scheme *C*,
with sll fecllities reduced in size from & 5000-man scale to a 3750-zen
eBcale.

5. BGcheme *C" is the same ss Scheme B except thet it is proposed that
the new sanex be developed to seccommodste two-thirds of the student body.
This scheme is being considered primerily becsuse of the difficulties
encountered in expending the present Navsl icedemy to 3750
o8 required under ld:b:n- B in view of the limitation that the St. John's
College site cannot utilized for dormi ss This scheme
contemplates the organization of the mﬁﬂ; brigade baais
comprised of three regiments, two of which sould be loceted in the new
apnex, This scheme is the seme as Scheme B, »ith facilities enlarged,
and is subject to the seme critlcisme ns advanced above lor fHcheme B,
It does not conform to the Academy's present views on orgsnization of the
student body. Sketch Plan "Scheme C* is & preliminary schemutic layout
of this development. The plsn contelns meny obvious deflclienclos snd
eomsidersble further study will be necessery to arrive st o sstisfuctory
salution.

Regraded Unclassified
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6. GScheme D contempletes the relocstiom of the snnex on Sandy Polnt
adjecent to the propoped Neval doedemy Alr Statiom. Thic schesms would

involve divisiom of the student body between gemeral service snd

evistion, Such & division hus bewn proposed previously but is not

toceptable to the Nevel Acodemy suthorities. The beele conception of
ﬁllnlll-d&whmtth-uﬂ-hdnthqnhﬂuhnﬂnm
_mm-nmmmm.umtwwum

specialised service. It would be contrary to the policy ss mow con- .
ceived to set up what ssounts to an independent air acedesy which would :
be the ultimete result of this scheme. The terrain adjacent to the Bandy

Polnt Alr Stetiom is the most easlly sdepted Lo & msjor develojment of

tny site in the vielnity of Annepolis. It would, however, be so fer

from the present scedemy that it would be practically en independent

and separste sstablishment., Sketch plan "Schame D® ip & preliminary

schematle layout of this development.

7. GScheme P. The sdventeges of sn integrated snd unified student body
appear to justify considerstion of sn alternative whereby dormitory,
tcadeale and sssoclated facilitlies for 7500 would be provided on the
present academy grounds, without replscement of the St. John's Collage
buildings, by utilising spece which eculd be mede svellcble by removing
the hospital, quarters, post greduste school and some service feeilities
esst of the Severn or slseshers and Fosalbly by providing edditional
ludhrmuumwpﬂnrnwnqukumumhthnkm
Aeademy. This slternative hus many drawbscke including the necessity
for excessive demolitlon and replacement of existing structures, divorce—
ment of the student body from direct sssociotion with the families of
comaissioned officers end decreased efficlency incident to the Reparn-
tion from the scadesy of some of its smervice facilities, The cost of
this slternctive would be extremely high. GSketch plan, Scheme E, ia

& proliminmary sehemetic layout of this development.

8. Detail purvey has not yet beem mede of the 5t. Jaolm's College bulldings,
=ith & view to determining their srrsngesent end eondition, tha lessi-
uuqummun-w:muuujudq, end the

scope snd eost of rehebllitotion amd elterations necessary. It is under-
stood from discussions with Admirsl Beardsll, Capt. Wirth snd Cadr, Ernest
that the facilities are extremely limited snd im bad condition.

Hevertheless, detailed development [lsns for Schemes By C;, D and E will
be completed as repldly as possible to permit full ewslustion of the
relative merits and dissdvantages of the verious scheses,

¥, H. Omith

Regraded Unclassified
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Qs THE WHITE HOUSE .
VL\ ; WASHINGTON
ﬁpri_l.. 2, 1945.

BEMOMANDUN FOR:
FILb.

bir. Stringfellow barr called me this
morning and agked whether I hed inforaed
the Secretary of the hevy ol his wish for
& confesrence on the guestion of possible
transfer of 5t. Johns. 1 told him that
1 pad informed the cecretary and could Hot
g8y what the cecretary would do about it.
He agked for my advice. I said that if he
wished to precipitate a conference 1 thought
a letter from him to Admiral Heardall or
the Secretary would probebly lesd to one,
or he could wait developments &z 1t seemed
to me there were certain questions involved
that could not be mnswered by enyone at this

time.
WS
WiloON DRUWH.

Regraded Unclassified
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BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL
WASHINGTON, D. €.

22 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR VICE ADMIFAL WILSON BROWN:

The Secratary of the Navy has referred your memorandum
of 19 March 1945, regarding St. Johns College, to me for reply.

The Navy Department has made no official steps locking
toward any idea of taking over 5t. Johns College at Annapolis.
This Bureau too has heard many rumors concerning this, but
insofar as any action of this Bureau or the Navy Department
is concerned they remain simply rumors.

I shall be very happy to have lr, Cleveland meet with my
representative, Captain R. H. Hillenkoetter, USN, at any time
that may be agreeable to him. Captain Hillenkoetter is located
in Room 206l, Arlington Amnex, Navy. Dept.

Regraded Unclassified
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Vice-Adniral Randall Jacobs
Chief of Naval Personnel
Navy Department

Washington, D. C.

Dear Handall:

I have had the local land records checked for the ages
of the older buildings of St. John's College and find the follewing:

MeDowell Hall (Bladen's Folly) started ........ 1740

Completed ......ees 1784
merm B R R R RS AR RS EE RSN T EE NN R m5
o T e e e S e e R e R B - L
RAndalT Bal) . ovvesmsesnssenennnasess BDOut 1900
Woodward Hall, . .cssrsssanavrsnnssvssssssy About 1900

McDowell Hall,which is probably the only cne of historical
moment ,was started by Covernor Bladen with the expectation of its
being the Governor!'s Mansion. It was called "Bladen's Folly". The
legislative body of the Colony withheld funds and it was ultimately
completed in 1780, A Governor's Yansion had been built on the
grounds that are now within the Naval Academy limits.

5t. John's College claims greater age than McDowell Hall
possesses. I am told that the school or college was originally set
up in another part of Annapolis (Francis St-rut.] and moved to its
present site some time around 1530

Hoping the abtove providu you with informative data,

Sincerely,

Lt

I am,




BESTRICTED March 19, 1945.
AESORANLUA FOR GRCIETARY FORRESTALY
Deer Mr. Secretesy,

President Stringfellow darr came o see me on
Baturday to asek sdvics sbout what he should do sbout
the msny rumors, sostly smong recl esiote wyents,
conceraing the inteation of the Goveromeat to teke
over St. Jobns s @ pert of the Kewvel Acudeny.

He asked me to say to you thet he knows that
the Trustees of St. Johns would welcome & discussion
with you, or your duly sypoiuted represeatetive, as
to the Naval hcademy's neede. He puggested that the
continueance of rumors among reel estste sgents is
haraful o both institutions end thet as patrictde
eitisens be, Stringfellow barr, end the Trustees of
£t. Jolms are jusi su saxious to find & sutisfactory
solution for the needs of the Navel Acecemy ep are
other patriotic citisens. He points out that Mr.
HRichurd L. Cleveland (son of Urover Uleveland) was
an asscclate of yours at Princeton and hus been the
legal sdviser for the Trustees of St. Jols for many
years. He, therefore, suggests that perhaps if you
would have & talk with kr. Clevelend it might be &
helpful move to reach a friendly understending smong
ell concerned.

1 told Wr. Barr that L would convey this message
to you. I, of course, msde no comment whatever ebout
the President's sttitude but L did sugeest that perhaps
the future of the Heval Acadeay and of St. Johns are
among the subjects that will have to be worked out when
the fature of world conditions appesr somewhat clearer.

Very respectfully,

WILSQM BROWN,
Vice Adairsl, U.S.N.,
Heval idde to the President.

E—

Regraded Unclassified
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RESTRICTED darch 19, 1945.
Dear Jack,

the subject seems doomed Lo
pu se steps, I fear that
1 can not keep clear of your business wuch &s
I would like to do so. I hope we may have a
and other subjects in the not

H
[
g
£
£
3
§

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Wilson Browm,
Vice H.i“l’ u-&-‘-’
Haval Alde to the President.

Hear Admirel John H. ﬂllﬁlll, U|il'|l
Superintendent, U.5. Haval Academy,
hnnapolis, Maryland.

Regraded Unclassified



ADDWESS REFLY TO
THE BUREALU OF YARDS AND

= =

e ‘ﬁ' NAVY DEPARTMENT
1." WASHINGTOMN 25, D. T, I(; r—
12 uareh 1945,

EAORANDUM FOR CHINF FLAIGIINO OFF ICER.

In compliance with the attached memorandusz from Viee

for Adedrel Jesobe, will please proceed with studler Lased
ﬂ-m_\z:t e

(a) That we will sequire the St, Jolme College

fie will also have to consider the possibllity of a bridge
seross the Sevarn so as to provide ready accees Latween the two

parts,
Flease prooesed with this study at your earliest corvenlence,

Regraded Un



Merch 13, 1945.
CON Fm Ll‘: 1A
BEMURANM FUIL
THE SECHETARY OF THE NaVY,
Subjects 5t. Johns Collage.
¢ Your demorandum of L1 March 1945.
Ae indicated in my memorandus of 10 Mereh, I

do not think we should tuke steps to scquire Ot.
Johns College grounds snc bulldings or addiidonsl
ver

i

F. Ds Re

Regraded Unclassified




11 March 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

SBubject: B5t. Johns College.

1, I don't wvant to move too fast on this with-
out be sure that I have your approval on principles;
SBenator 8 is being importuned by & group of hie
people vho believe the time i1s ripe to acquire the
8t. Johns property and he in turn is asking me for
expression of our desires.

2. As I recall it you agreed in principle to
this procedure:

(a) Acquire 5t, Johns College, grounds and
buildings, and keep the buildings intact, adapt-
ing them so far as may be to uses of the Naval
Amli , 8lthough this use will be somevhat

(b) Proceed with the scquisition of property
across the river to provide for expansiocn of the
Academy. In conjunction with this we may want to
give consideration to the acquisition of adjacent
property for comstruction of an airfield. There

is general t that air instruction in some
form should embodied in the general course at
the Academy.

3. Ben Moreell is going ahead with the prepara-
tion of plans looking to the acquisition of the property
involved -- both S8t., Johns and across the river --

ther with plans for such restoration as might seem
desirable on the St, Johns buildings, plus an estimate
of annual maintenance costs,

4, Any definitive actiom will, of course, be
subject to your subsequent epproval but I do not went to
initiate these steps unless you are in accord in principle.

Respectfully,

James Forrestal

JF1HCO
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UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY N

} Annapolis, Maryland e
Flle Ma. m
Gerial mIT 3
10 March 1945.
Mamorandum to
The Superintendent.
Subj: Haval Academy; Expansion and Development.
Ref: a) Haval Agademy report HC2 of 31 August 1944.
Flan sccompanying reference (a).
¢) Coptain H, H. Smith's "Memorandum to Chief"
of 16 January 1945.
Ei; Appendix A to reference (c).
®) White print and photograph accompanying
reference (¢).
1. J-SE‘ (m ﬂt“(-} are MLE-i't a::w{imh
P f ces (& .
ot bt endeg PEsinlony iy terenes
2. Specific comment on points of references (¢) and (d)
are made:

A mmmm&i- Hetropolitan
Annapolis census is 25,000, This will expand to 35,000,

at least, when the Academy is expanded, if size of community
is important. It is considered the tract of the reservation
will be adequate for the expansion when 145 acres set forth
in reference (a) are acquired, snd LO more agcses are reo-
claimed by filling Dorsey Creek, as herein recommended, Such
an wxpanded reservetion would total A17 acres west (scuth)
of the river, and 121 acres east (north) of the Severn, The
pre-war inaccessibility of inmapolis is to be corrected by =
direct 4 lane highway to lashington which is to be linked to
Ritehie Highway by a new road and bridge removed from the

. It is doubted that greater accessibility than
that to be thus afforded, is desirable.

. Re-location of the Postgraduate School in California
concurred in.

|

. The Fedaral snd the State Hoads Commisslons are collabf-

ht“hMtﬂMmﬁLﬂuIthW
and road to link the proposed new Tashington Highway to
Highway. The routing indicated in references (b) and (e)
understood to be favorably considered by these commdssions.

The ultimate eapacity of the stadium, as previcusly
,hnﬂlmluﬁ.“dthhthmﬂ-m.m-

Mntthltdhtrmrﬂthmmnrw'

A

i

Regraded Unclassified
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10 Mareh 1945,

Subj:

B.

Haval Academy; Expansion and Development .

and buses is recognised, The awvallable area should be seo
prepered as to permit other use than parking during the

relatively large periods between the occasional need for
parking space. In addition, there can be no doubt as to
mwmntnmmnrmm-mut
the between the present N.A.A. stadium traet and the

BAFe, 7 end 8. It is fully sgreed that the additional costs
entalled in Captein Smith's plans are more than justified,

wm- is given to the recommendationm
t of 8 quartera be relocated west of Dorsey Creask,
except the Superintendent's quarters and those of three of
bis aides, inecluding the Commandant of Midshipmen., These

Road, The removal of the rest of Forter Road will permit
retention of Captain Smith's arrangesent for spreading and
opening cut acadesic buildings to the marked benefit of tampus
proportion and Chapel foous. Cost estimates anticipste con-

student body, The American School standard of play ares is .02
agre per student. Currently, the Naval Academy has 80 acres
available for recreation west (scuth) of the river for 3300 mid-
shipmen, or .02, acre per student. This is 1little encugh
"velvet" for a military boarding schocl esploydng sush areas for
recreation in an enforced physiesl training program, snd for

Regraded Unclassified
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dormitory end of the campus, averaging .022 aeres
000 students in the dormdtory. Put, these
vided among four parcels, from three of
ted by a creek. In the whole campus
provided that can acoommodate a
rovision of such a field is
all thought and
Acadany, rather than
sndant institutions — unity of
of a eramped and makeshift environ-
in a Faval Aicademy so chopped up
of the brigade of midshipmen. It is
comings admit of ready accommoda-
distribution by the inclusion
orsey Creek to the Bowyer Hoad
70 seres, 4O of which will
plans thus far envision. All 70
well, be government eppropristed,
to utility areas, but, conservatlively,
peper will be limited to the AD acres.
f thess 4O acres bordering upon the large
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graduate Schocl) and residentlal erea.

(b) The provision of a site for the location of the nem 150,000

ing the new dormitory,
mmmmdnmm-m-rutmh
cuourts.

(¢) An arrangement whereby the Chapel vista may be cpened to the
ﬂnrirthnlouﬂnnatt-mhmrhinulrumn
will not interrupt the full sweep of Farragut Field acrcss
the Bay. (Courts tc be placed where Field house has besn
planned, slong Randsll Street).

(d) The loeation of the baseball diamond in the ill between King
Gimorge

E
g
:
:

Street and the rallroad bridge, next to the new
dormitory and Fleld House,

(s) The enlargement of the area avallable for utility elemsnts
in the vieinity of rall and road service, und on the town
side instead of the othermise attractive river fromt.

(f) Development in the enlarged utility area of ome large central
power plant.

(g) Removal of the unsightly power plant and stack from the
river front, thus providing needed, sheltered water fromtage
for outter sheds, and cther floating equipment faellitles,

Regraded Unclassified
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231972-"-C.
10 March 19L45.

(h) Removal from the caspus and residentlial area of
all shop, laundry, labor and utility traffie, serv-
ing the convenience of such traffie, at the came
time, by placing its destination on the city boundary.

This recommendation, obviously, lavolves moving the Bost House across
Bowyer Road into the lagoon to be retained. The shores of this lagoon
P tional boating faclilitles noeded at the new dormitory
of « The 20 aere galn in field aresa will provide the
acres, restorlng a .02 acreage per student for 7500
more importantly, distributing these areas and permitting
other recreation facilitiss, in balance with the distri-
quarters. Little, if anything, is lost in the proposed fill
except storm drainage, for which a culvert can be substi-
upper reaches of ths ereek involved, water stagnates,
rallroad bridge the creek is bounded by a cemetery, a dump,

w‘mﬂn and paving in Captain Smith's plan is & big
over reference (b), and is accepted in all details except
that projecting across Farragut Fleld tc tbe Pay seawall. With reloeation
of the Field House, this road can follow the Handall and Prince George
Street boundaries to the belt highway along the seawall.

gﬁ_ﬂh Plans being considered by the State Hoads Commission include
a purpose bridge to ascommodate both vehicles and trains., The

B. & A. plans comprehensive improvements following the war, It is of eon-
siderable service to the Naval Academy, and mo objection is felt to the
eontinuation of its right—of-wey within the reservation as currently

AE ligé
il

t

HE
:
;

H

Dormitory arrangements and corments are concurred in fully.

. The acadenic considerations presented are much superior to
those set forth in references {(a) and (b), and are heartily coneurred in.

par. 6 recreational. Unless Dorsey Creek is filled, Farragut Fleld ean
not afford any sacrifice of length to tennls ecurts, as desirable as
their removal from the Chapel viesta may be considered. ¥ith the Fleld
House located on the fill, its hersetofore proposed site may advantageously
be given to courts., Farragut Fleld might then even accomodate some of
these ecurts at the Santee Basin end, too,

par, 6 suditorium. The present auditorium seats 1100, or ome-third the
current student body. A 3200 capecity suditorium ocould accommodate L3 per-
cent of a T500 student body; a 5000 espacity space, 75 percent. I can't
help being for the larger dimension.

W. The question of jJustification of both an cpen
and & ted seating capacity, closed fisld house can not
be fully answered until consideration is given to the need of a field
Regraded Unclassified



graduation exercisss. It 4is apparent that such non-
well as many athletic, demand & closer
the campus and dormitories than a football

par. §. All features of the residentlial arrangements of
Captain Smith are liked. However, his areas sppear somewhat
crowded. liis plan, like reference (b), neglected to "rub cut"
the World War I "temporary” bungalows along Bowyer Hoad.
Future illustrations should omit them.

mHﬂ.uLn. It is felt deeply that in the
mﬂ'ﬂ fore described there should be erected a

gentral power plant for the entire institution.

Regraded Unclassified
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CONFIDNTIAL

MEMOTANDUM FOR TS SECHATARY OF THE NAVI:

Subjects Aequisition of 5t. Jobns College st Aanepolie.

I an gled to have your memorsndum of 9 Februsry concerning your telephone
conversetion with Seastor Tydings ln reference to the possible scquisitionm
by the Goverameat of the &Et. Jobns College property.

1 think now, es I did in 1941, that the St. Joms buildings sad grounds
should be preserved unless very strong ressons of netionsl interest make it
necessary to destroy them. if the owners of the property are saxious to sell,
either to the Goverament or to aay other purchaser, I think the Government
nhﬂ”hmmtmm-rhnfm“ﬁ-dnlmguthw&h
interests may permit.

Mareh 10, 1945.

If the owners of S5t. Jolms property do not seek & purchsger, I think we
should bhave further inforustion before deciding whether or not the Government
should endesvor tc securs ownership &t this time. GSome of the questions that
1 think should be snswered before s decision is reached sreg

{a) The present value to the nation snd the state of Marylsad of
St. Jobns College as an educstional imstitutionj

ib rnmmm.umﬂmmummmm;

Ehether the Havy will draw sll of its officer meterizl from the
Naval Acedeay after the war, or whether & considerable proportion will
come [rom other sourcesj

Edi The probsble future size of the Naval Academy student body;

o) 4assuming that the Naval Academy should scon have & plant capable
nrhnuni.uudmtnath;--mthdrﬂ?,@orm,hitmﬁm
that in time we way bave to double even that figure? Is there & limit
to the nuaber of students that can be taught st the Naval Acsdemy in
time of pesce without & sericus lowering in the quality of gradustes?

(f) Will the sequisition of St. Joms property allow for all the
expansion that the future msy demsnd or would it be betier now to
bridge the Severn sad start a new development that will have ample
room for all future expension needs?

(g) Could dorsitories end suise instruction buildings be esteblished
on the sastern bsnk for the Third and Fourth Clesses without prejudice
to the quality of yraduates?

1 suggest that the opinion of the Board of Visitors on some of the
ebove questions might be helpful.

Copy toi
Chiaef of Baval Persoanel 'f'a" GEO'U-MJJ?Jt

Supt., U.S. Naval Academy
dr. Leonard Dreper, Buresu of Navel Personnel.

Regraded Unclassified
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EEMOUANDUM FORt THE PRESIDENT.
Acguisition of 5t. Johns College at Aanapolis.

I bave recently had a telephoas conversation with ZJeaaveor
in which he luformed me that a group of citisens of Annapolis
interested in promotlng the scquisitlon of 5t. Johus College by the
use in the postwur capansion of the Naval Academy.

You will -recall that the matter has been previously discussed
On January 18, 1941, Adairal wllson Urowa seat to the Chiefl of
of Mavigation after coaference with you a memorandum in whiaoh
ted your desire to preserve the bulldings and grouads of 5t. Johns.
L appeared, at that time, that the College was in poor financial soaditien
bt be forged to sell. It is my understanding that the College was
weather the flnanclal storm and is now in a fairly scoure position,

il

BEEEEL
B HE

Ye have been making some studles for the possible postwar
on of the Havel Academy Lo Leke care of a large increase in the
student body, it being contemplated that a total capacity of 7500 mid-
shipmen alght have to be accommodated Lo serve the postwar Wavy.

These studies indieste that In addition to the aequisition
of three tlecks on the north side of Fing George Street which are now
occupled by private residences and which project into the Acadeay grounds,
it will be essential for an orderly plan that we acquire the St. Johas
Gollege grounds for the erection Lhereon of s midshipmen's dormitery and
mess hall, There la oo other land avallsble for this purpose unless we
acquire a large area of hesvily bullt-up resideitial property in
Anoapollis. Any other area which might be utilized for the
be too far resoved froa Lhe academic group (reclitatlon
tories, armory, chapal, ob cetera). 7The prospective utili-
Co ;0 growids mould require that the present
« Thess bulldings would be of little value for
8 snd Lhe erectlon of other bulldings on the St. Johns

E
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grounds would not only speil the appearance of the existing bulldings but
would alse provide inadejuste housing fseilitles for the Acadesy.

The remainder of the expansion of the Naval Acadeny would
take place on the north and wesl sides of Dorsey Creek. This sxpansion
would conslst of s hosplial, bachelor officers quarters, married offigers
quarters, shop buildiags, storehouse, laundry, a stadlum and athletle
field, and miscellaneous industrizl buildings,

1
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N 'I'Hl WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Merch 10, L345.

Captain Dudley W. Knox, Uil (Ret),
Office of Maval Hecords and Librery,
Kavy Deportaent.

The Pregicdent hes read your wemorandum
of § Werch with interest. bLe msked me to
sey thet ne will be glad to see you, with
your two assistants, in about two weeks.

WILSON BROWN,
Vige hdmirel, UsS.N.,
Heaval Aide to the President.

Copy wot
Secretary Hassett.

Regraded Unclassified
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NAVY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. =

5 March 1945

@L‘F
MEMORANDUM 70 ADIRAL WILSON BROWN, ALDE 10 TH PRESIDENT;

Bs your letter of 25 February enclosing the President's
memo concerning the Naval Museum project.

I hasten to disclaim any thought of "capturing" the naval
eollection at Hyde Park. In this provision the "prospectus” is too 'Y
broad, esince other exceptions are obviously called for -- such as
Library of Congress, the National Oallery, etc. What we had in
mind principally were many scattered relics in nawval custody.

I like the President's "ten cent admission" cuggestion
very much. Hecelipts would largely cover salaries of civil employees.

Of course I will be delighted to discuss the whole matter
with the President whenaver convenlent to him. I will be better
prepared after about two weeks. May I bring with me two officers
from my office:- Lisutenant Whitehill (who in civil 1life is the
Dirsctor of the Peabody Museum at Salem) snd ILieutenant Brewington,
& leading naval antigquarian.

DUDLEY W. KNOX,
Captain, U.5.%. (Ret.).

Regraded Unclassified
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February <5, 4945.

Deur Dudley,

{he Pregldent founa time oo
the cruise to read with interest your generel
plan for the Unlted blateu Autlobed Hewal
Museum. I send you, horewith, a copy ol &
peporandum which he has seat LO HO outlining

his resction Lo your pPLEML.

1l suppose Lhol Lhe President's
naval collection at Hyde Perk aight technically
be ineluded in the materisl you expect 1o Lave
arhaps you should

brought to Fasnington Lpoua 3
ude 1t Just as you

therefore speciflleally &XC
have done in the cusse of the daval Acadesy
Museum. Will you let me Know wWout you think

about this?

Ginceraly yours,

Wilson bBrown,
Hear Adeiral, Usb.N.,

Hevel Alde to the Prosldent.

'.:-.::L.- in bDualey AnoX, l.u-nL.--Jl'-'..]l-:rL.J"
Office of davel Hecords wnu LAibrury,
Hoom <T«8, Arllington AnO&X,

Nuvy Lepartment,

Nughington 25, U.G.




l"h.ﬂl-lrr ﬂ' 19&, .

ALMIHAL WILGON BROWH .

Two suggestions sbout thisi

The first is that while the genersl idea is good, the
cost of malntenance is too high and I am sure that Congress
would not appropriste it in time of peace.

Navy people are notoricus [for not Xnowing what sppeals
to eiviliens., Frankly I doubt the wisdom of compelling the
selection of an Annapolis graduate to run this public exhibition
building, nor do I think it wise to put the Chiefs of Bureaus
of the Muvy Department on the Uoard of Trustees. There are alweys

e like old Colonel Thoapeon who would be such more valusble.
ery litile need be done about colleucting and exhibiting contemporery

nuvy exhibits.

The basin will bs the major point of sttrsction and I think
that by charging ten cents entrance fee to all ships in the bagin
it would be wery nearly possible to make the whole thing sustain
iteelfs I wish that Captain Knox would cerefully exsmine the
propossd plam for this &s a part of the new navy bullding.

Having had & good desl of experience with several types of
supesung, 1 would in the beginning at least out the roll of
employees in half.

Becondlyr The problem to see what is to bo dome with my
collection at Hyde Park which now belongs or is in process of
tranafer to the Uovernment.

Under this memorandum it seems the clear purpose to
transfer that sutire collection to this nevy museum at Waeshington.
It is, of courss, one of the main ettrsctions of & Uovernmeat
omed museum and should be kept as such becsuse it hus been one
of my principal avocations for four years.

Dudley Knox hed better come to see oe as I have worked on
this matter personslly [for the last ten years.

Fs De Ra

Attachments
Memo from Captain Dudley Knox, USN(Ret.) (undated) on subject l A
"General Plan for & United States National Havael Wuseum®. l ]

Regraded Unclassified
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Dear Bert:

hmﬁtmmhﬂhhumnm#ﬂhmﬂ
xummumm--mmunmm.
lrlu-th-huaﬁ. 1944, and Admirsl Brown's letter of Deeonber

!num-hhﬂlulhm'lhﬂunfhhﬁnr;ﬁﬂ;mt
hmmmtmmmummnnun,.h
m:@mmmmm,mmrmw
Commission, be informed of his wishes.

If there is any additionsl informstion that you desire I will

be pleasod to furnish 1.
Edneoraly yours,
B.
Vice Admirsl, (CEC) UsH,
.'0 .'l :l 1]
Comnivsiomer of Pytlie Buildings,
| S, Do, .
CC: Vice Admiral Wilson Brown, U.E.N./
' Naval Alde to the President.
ps. Bovein. B aks radle %
- fQE:Lfngﬂtddﬂjf CL#??- . =
CONFIDENTIAL B’ g
Regraded Unclassified
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beur Den,

Un our return pussage 1 bave hed
un opportunity to discuss your letter of
26 December with the President. He agrees
with you that the Public Builainge Administra-
tion should prepure urawings anu wmocels for
the Presideat's approval, the prepsration to
be in consultation and apreement with the
three other interested agencies, to wit, the
Nationul Capitel Park and Planaing Commission,
the Fine Arts Commiseion sad the Navy Depart-
ment. When the Public Buildings Adslnistration
are to make presentation ol thelr
plans and models to the President he will
to see them with representatives of
other thres interested groups.

.

- Tne President asks il you will be
i, kind enough to convey his wishes to the
interested agencies.

Sincerely,

Wilsoa Brown,
"i’c- m. u.&.li’
Heval Aide to the Presideat.

Vice Adsiral Ben soreell, (CLC), USN.,
Chief of buresu of fards auc Locks,

i Hevy ""'“"'“5
g Weshington 25, D.C.

Regraded Unclassified



NAVY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTOM 25, D. C.

26 December 1944 b‘i’ F:.)‘. I
Gl ¢

My dear Admiral:

Thanks for yours of December 21 re New Navy Building, Museum,
ete.

I note your statement re the ships that the President listed
for berthing in the Wet Bagin.

I note, also, the President's views relative to the removal of
the buildings on Observetory Hill.

Immediately on receipt of your letter I got in touch with
Mr. Gilbert Underwood of the Public Puildings Administration to find
out whether they had made any further progress on the plans or models.
¥r. Underwcod stated that they had made only the roughest kinds of
sketches and what are known as "block plans" to determine general
features of the mase layouts. He has no detailed plans or layouts,
apparently. From their block plans they have made an estimate of
$50,000,000 for the cost of the project. I understand that this in-
cludes the Museum and Wet Basin.

= A

I believe it pertinent to state that the entire project is
under the cognizance of the Publie Buildings Administration of the
Federal Works Agency. Whatever plans are developed are subject to the
approval of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission for gemeral
features, locations and traffic control, the Fine Arts Commission for
Architecturs]l features, and the Navy Department as the using agency.

Under the cireumstances, it seems to me that the Public Buildings
Administration should be called upon to prepare drawings and models for
presentation to the President, the preparation to be in consultation and
agreement with the three other interested agencies menticned above. When
these have been prepared I believe they should be presented to the
President by the Public Buildings Administration and that if & conference
on the subject Is held it should be attended by representatives of the
other interested agencies,

If the foregolng is in accord with the President's desires and
if you wish, I will inform the interested agencles to this effect.

With best wishes for the New Year, I am

Sinceprgly,
Vice Admiral Wilson Brown, U.S.N. /E %:
Naval Alide to the President
The White House B. Moreell

g Regraded-Unclassified
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Dear Ben,

I have delayed thanking you for your letter
of 30 October, about the anew Hovy Bullaing, Mugeum end Wel
Basin, until an opportunity offered to inform the President
of ell you have done. Last night he read the coples of
the tramscript from the records in the office of the
Hationel Capital Park snd Plenning Commission snd briefly
viewed the plens. I told Mr. Delsno about the President's

|
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Vice Admirel, J.5.M.,
Haval Adde to the President.

Vice Adairal Ben Moreell, (CC)USH.,
Chief of the Buresu of Yards and Docks,

PR VERRCRS LR S
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NAVY DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

30 Dctober 1944,

Dear Admiral:

My reply to your letter of October 12 has been delayed
while we were making an investigation to see if we could find
what action the President had taken on Paul Cret's recommendations
relative to the new Navy Building, Museum and Wet Basin,

We have made & very thorough search in our own files and
have consulted with the National Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission, the Public Buildings Administration, and Paul Cret's
office. None of us can find any record of sction by the President
on Paul Cret's recommendations,

However, our search did reveal the fact that the National
Capital Park and Planning Commission presented certain models and
plans to the President and that the President expressed his prefer-
ence at that time, This was in August, 1939, I am forwarding to
you herewith copies of transcripts which we made from the records
in the office of the Nationsl Capitel Park and Flanning Commission,
together with coples of the plans to which these transcripte refer,

I believe our correspondence on this matter hag gserved.a
useful purpose because both the National Capital Park and Flanning
Commission and the Public Buildings Administration have dug out
plane and records which serve to refresh their memories in regard
to this matter,

Will you please let me know if there is anything further that
you want us to do on this?

Since yours,
B. Moreell } ?
Vice Admiral, (CEC) TSN  \
iy g.q:) /
Rear Admirsl Wilson Brown, U.S.N. N
Haval Aide to the President o~ 0, W

The White House,
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Mgust 3, 1939

MEMO FROM JOHN NOLEN, NCP&P TO MR. DELANO

Partridge, Barton, Foster, and Nolen presented models and plans of
three sohemes. The President prefers Scheme C by the Supervising Archi-
tect's Office, including the interior ship basin, with the following
modifications:

1. The entire group of bulldings be moved east about 60" so asg to
incorporate in the headhouse bullding the west pavillion of the
Public Health Building.

2. That we try if we can to work out a plan for extending E St. mall
west from 23 St. to the main Navy Building, carrying the roadway
down through the arches in the building to the grade of 26 St. To
do this he suggested chenging the grade of E St. from 23 5t. west,
shaving off the hill on the south to a steep grassy slope without
any wall.

3. That the Joint Board Building at the south end of the Naval Hos-
pital hill be eliminated, and space be found for the Board in the
Main War and Navy Buildings, probably the former.

The idea of mooring ships along the river is definitely abandomed. The
President and Admiral McIntire agreed with the Chief of Engineers report.

The President was equally emptatic in his desire to retain the Nawval
Hospital hill and to develop a plan for the Navy Department Buildings that
would take advantage of topography, the view of the river, and other un-
usual features of the site.

Mr. Delano appended following ms.: I have read the above with interest
end satisfaction-—1it is & good result
of a difficult situation. 8/16/39

This i & slight reduction of memo in office of Mr. Nolen, NCP&F, New In-
terior Bldg., Room 7013. By Lt. D. R. Houck 10/27/44

3
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Thies is a slight reduction of memo in office of Mr. Nolem, NCP&P,
New Interior Bldg., Room 7013. By Lt. D. R. Houck 10/27/id

August 5, 1939
MEMO BY WILLIAM D. FOSTER, CONSULTING ARCHITECT, WITH PRESIDENT, AUG. 3, 1939

Models showing the three schemes A, B, and C were presented to the
Presldent by Messrs. Partridge and Nolen, of Natiomal Capitol Parks and
Planning Commission, and by Messrs. Barton and Foster of PBA.

The following schemes were discussed:

Scheme A - Based on what the President had previcusly indicated, this scheme
wag disliked as being too much of a mass facing Comstitution Av-
enue, and does not use the River frontage to advantage.

Scheme B - Explained and passed over quickly.

Scheme C - Liked as a partl along the lines desired.

mm-idmtthmghtmmmhcuhmldqudmthhnnmﬁﬂ'—

or the width of the wing of the Public Health Building—in order to keep the
total mass further away from the river.

The President felt very stromgly that the mall, including both E St. N.
and E St. 8. should be carried through to the building, and that an effort
should be made to design the building so that the mall could carry through
it under arches or some such similar treatment. He thought that it would be
good if the mall could be lowered in elevation, so that it meet 25 St. rather
than carry over it and also that it would be preferable to carry it through
the bullding at the lower level rather than remalning on a deck asg was shown
in Scheme A. However, he seemed to realize that this would depend on further
study as to the feasibility of lowering the mall to that extent.

It was pointed out to the President that im lowering the mall the two
blocks to the north of E 5t. N. and between 23 St. and 25 8t. would have to
be acquired, and he expressed the opinion that these two blocks should be
acquired in any event.

The President felt that the Museum was preferable in the location to
the east of 26 St. and nearer the main building, rather than the alternate
scheme of placing it on the border of the basin,

After locking at the models the President felt that the historle ships
should not be berthed along the River, not only because of the difficulty of
protecting them, but because the great length of ships which would form a

line along the river bank. He thought placing the ships in & bagin ag shown
on Scheme C was a satisfactory solutiom.

Regraded Unclassified
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¢ ADDRESS BDFLY TO

THE BUREAL OF ¥ARDS AND DOCKE
s i NAVY DEPARTMENT
. # WASHINGTON 25, D, C.
11 Qctobar 1944
* Dear Admiral:

I am writing you with reference to your letter of 29
September relative to the proposed Naval Museum and the various
sketches which we submitted for the new development of the Navy
Bullding, Naval Museum and Basin for Historic Vesssls.

We have made a search for the sketch by Paul Cret to
which the President referred. We did not have these sketches in
our files, and I had no recollection of ever having seen them. The
Public Buildings Administration could not find them, nor did any
cne there remember them. We, therefore, got in touch with Paul Cret's
offlce and obtained coples of the sketches, which I am forwarding here-
with.

The President's suggestion for a Basin separated from
the waterfront only by the highway is met fairly well, but not
exactly, by Paul Cret's sketches. We will, therefore, develop
another sketch showing only a highway between the Basin and the
waterfront.

Paul Cret has, in our opinion, developed a very attrac-
tive layout for the propesed structures.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

B. Moreell,
Vice Admiral, (CEC) U.S.N.

Rear Admiral Wilson Brown, U.5.M.,
Naval Aide to the President,
The White House.




&

Oetobar 12, 1944,

Thank you very much for your letter

of 11 October and for the Pmul Cret sketches

I will show to the President as scon ss
flers. lo my lest convervation

Sincerely yours,

Wilson Brown,
Rear Mlirll, U-EJ.,
Haval Adde to the President.

Vice aduirel Ben Moreell, (CEC), USK.,
Chief' of Bureau of Yards and Docks,
Havy Department

.Ilm‘m 25’ E-G-

Regraded Unclassified
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"/{/ December &4, 1943
Memorandum for the Secretary:

It is evident that the Alaska Highway will have little or no value after
the war, All the evidence that I have been able to gather, which appears to me
conclusive, is that the Canadians will not maintain it—certainly not as a
whole——and that as far as its being a traffic artery for tourists and others
to Alaska, it will cease to be.

Even assuming that the Highway should be maintained, its walue for
tourists will be virtually nil for the following reasons:

The route leaves the United States in the area of least population (Eastern
Montana) approximately 1,000 miles from the nearest great centers of population—
Denver, Kansas City, 5t. Louis, Detrolit, Chicago—{rom which many tourists might
be dramn, They would have to travel approximately 1,000 miles through uninter=
esting prairie country to reach the Canadian border, Then there are 500 miles
of flat ecountry to Edvonton, Then, from Edmonton to Dawson Creek where the
actual Alaska Higlway begins, is a sort of hiatus, A dirt road maintained more
or less by the Provinea of Alberta extends from Edmonton to Dawson Creek, but
this is not an all-weather road and its defects are revealed in the fact that
everything that has gone over the Alaska Highway has not used this stretch of
road but has been shipped by freight cars from Edmonton to Dawson Creek, which
is 1ikewise the terminus of the railroad,

From Dawson Creek to Watson Lake is another 639 miles of uninteresting
country., In fact, the scenery does not really become interesting and attractive
until you pass Whitehorse—a total of 902 miles from Dawson Creek, This is far
too long a journey for the average tourist, in view of the uninteresting nature
of the countryside, He would be infinitely better off taking the boat from
Seattle and travelling on it up the beautiful Inside Passage, If he wishes to
take a car with him, the branch of the Alaska Highway which has been extended to
the port of Haines at the upper end of the Ingide Passage will furnish him the
opportunity. Hewever, after 42 miles on American soil, this branch of the High-
way also extends some 250 miles through Canadian territory. The problem, there=
fore, is how are we going to provide that this section which would be really
ugeful to Alaska may be maintained, Clearly it is the section of Alaska High-
way in which the Canadians will have the least interest, since there is nothing
in this territory but sceneryj it is without population and leads only into
Alaska, And certainly the United States Congress will have no interest, after
the military need has passed, in maintaining a highway on another nation's
s0il, It would be quite right in taking that position,

I would 1like to propose negotiations which will make it possible for that
portion of the Highway to be transferred to American sovereignty, and therefore
subject to maintenance with United States funds, The objective of these nego-
tiations is to transfer an area of approximately 16,000 square miles extending
from the Canada=Alaska boundary up to and including the stretch of Highway in
question to the United States,

The alienation to another nation of even a foot of worthless land is a

ticklish matter in which such elements as natiocnal pride and prestige are in-
volved, If mere purchase were proposed, these elemente would be insuperable,

Regraded Unclassified
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It is probabls that the United States could not purchase the tract of land in
question for any sum of money, no matter how relatively worthless the terrain
involved. If, however, a deal could be consummated by which land were exchanged,
the requirements of national pride and prestige might be taken care of, On the
appended map I have indicated roughly the land that could be traded in such an

« One highly desirable result would be the linking of southeastern
Alaska with the rest of Alaska by land, (Although thers is at present a thin
connsction aleng the coast, this consists of glaciers and is impassable; for all
intents and practical purposes, the two parts of Alaska are not connected,)

Tha proposed trade would rectify this long standing deficimncy, Moreover,
it should be mutually beneficial, It would relieve the Canadians of the obli=-
gation to maintain some 250 miles of difficult terrain., There are a few amall
settlements in the Territory tc be ceded by the United States, but I am sure
thers would be no opposition on the part of Alaskans there.

One further complication exists, however, That is, that the lower part of
the area which we wish to acquire (shaded in violet) belongs to British Columbia
and not to the Dominion, British Columbia, therefore, which undoubtedly has all
the psychology of an American sovereign state, would not be interested or bene-
fitted by the transfer of land to Yukon Territory, i.e. the Dominion, It may
therefore be necessary to [ind something else to offer in addition to the trans-
fer of land above indicated, One obvious possibility that suggests iteelf is
the port of Skagway, possibly with some territory adjacent (which is of little
value), Skagway is the ocean terminus of the Canadian White Pass and Yukon
Railroad, The first twenty miles of this road from the sea are on American
soil, These twenty miles with a strip of suitable width would, I feel, be
attractive to tha Provinece of Briti sh Columbia and the Dominion Government,

The permanent population of Skagway is about 600, The railroad is the only
industry in the tomn, and the townsfolk derive their livelihood from it directly
or indirectly. I doubt whether there would be any strong objection on the part
of the people of Skagway to the transfer; they would of course retain their
citisenship, and the phenomencn of Americansworking in Canada and Canadians
working in the United States is not uncommon, Furthermore their rights, to
contimed employment and other rights, would be provided for by treaty. A less
radical alternative might satisfy Canada and British Columbia; to make Skagway
& free port and to internationalize the 20-mile frailroad belt now on United
States soil, There are probably other alternatives,

The port of Haines on the other hand will be developed as & result of the
Highway coming down to it, Haines will become the Alaska entrance to the High—
way, J1I the maintenance of the stretch of the Highway which we are discussing is
assured, Haines will probably exceed other Alaska ports in importance since it
will give accass to the interior of Alaska without crossing the Gulf of Alaska,
Tt will be available to many smaller vessels wnich will be sble to navigate the
protected waters of the Inside Passage, The future tourist route into Alaska
would in my judgment be from Seattle up the Inside Passage to Haines and then
over the Highway either by automdbile or bus to the interior, The return trip
could be from Seward or Valdesz,

To sum up, it is my belief that & mutually advantagecus exchange of terrain
botwesn Canada and the United States can be worked out. One great value of such
a result, if it can be achieved, wuld be its splendid example for cther parts

of the world where alteration of boundaries is inevitable and where® re=drawn
boundary peacefully negotiated would point the way to other naticns,

Ernest Oruening, Governor of Maska

Regraded Unclassified
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It is probablg that the [nited States culd not purchase the tract of land in
question for any sum of money, no matter how relatively worthless the terrain
involved, If, however, a deal could be consummated by which land were ﬂ.n%,
the requirements of national pride and prestige might be taken care of, On the
appended map 1 have indicated roughly the land that could be traded in such an
exchange. One highly desirable result would be the linking of ssutheastern
Alaska with the rest of Alaska by land, (Although thers is at present a thin
connection along the coast, this consists =l glaciers and is impassable; for all
intents and practical purposes, the two parts of Alaska are not connected,)

The proposed trade would rectify this long standing deficimncy. Moreover,
it should be mutually beneficial, It would relieve the Canadians of the obli-
gation to maintain some 250 miles of difficult terrain, There are a few small
sattlements in the Territory tc be ceded by the United States, but I am sure
there would be no opposition on the part of Alaskans there.

One further complication exists, however, That is, that the lower part of
the area which we wish to acquire (shaded in vlolet) belongs to British Columbia
and not to the Dominion, Eritish Columbia, therefore, which undoubtedly has all
the psychology of an American sovereign state, would not be interested or bene-
fitted by the transfer of land to Yukon Territory, i.e. the Dominion, It may
therefore be necessary to find something else to offer in addition to the trans-
fer of land above indicated, One obvious possibility that miggests it=elf is
the port of Skegway, possibly with some territory adjacent (which is of little
value), Skagway is the ocean temminus of the Canadian White Pass and Yukon
Reilrcad, The first twenty miles of this road from the sea are on American
soil, Thesa twenty miles with a strip of suitable width would, I feel, be
attractive to the Province of British Columbia and the Dominion Covernment,

The permanent population of Skagway is about 600, The railroad is the only
industry in the town, and the tomsfolk derive their livelihood from it directly
or indirectly, I doubt whether there would be any strong objection on the part
of the pecple of Skagway to the transfer; they would of course retain their
citigenship, and the phenomenon of Americansworking in Canada and Canadians
working in the United States 1s not uncommon. Furthermore their rights, to
continued employment and other rights, would be provided for by treaty. A less
radical alternative might satisfy Canada and British Columbia; to make Skagway
a fres port and to internationalize the 20-mile /railroad belt now on United
States soil, There are probably other alternatives,

The port of Haines on the other hand will be dewveloped as a result of the
Highway coming down to it, Haines will become the Alaska entrance to the Highe
way, If the maintenance of the stretch of the Highway which we are discussing is
assured, Haines will probably exceed other Alaska ports in importance since it
will give access to the interior of Alaska without crossing the Gulf of Alaska,
Tt will be available to many smaller vessels which will be able to navigate the
protected waters of the Inside Passage, The future tourist route into Alaska
would in my judgment be from Seattle up the Inside Passage to Haines and then
over the Highway either by automébile or bus to the interior, The return trip
could be from Seward or Valdesz,

To aum up, it is my belief that a mutually advantageous exchange of terrain
between Canada and the United States can be worked out, Ome great value of such
a result, if it can be achieved, would be its splendid example for other parts

of the world where alteration of boundaries is inevitable and whera® re=drawn
boundary peacefully negctiated would point the way to other nations,

Ernest Gruening, Governor of Alasks
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MEMORANDUM FOL TheE PRESIDENT

Subject: Philippine buses, subsequent to
grunting indepsndence.

For complete memo see File Al6/Philippines.

— ——
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. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFP
Washington MSEE‘*

. BECRET
1 January 1944.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT:

Bubjeet: Philippine bases, subsequent to
“granting independence.

The Joint Chiefe of S5taff have been adviged that
in the couree of discuselons regarding the pending Joint
Resolutlone advancing the date of Philippine Independence,
President Quezon has expressed the opinion thet the United
Statee should now etipulate what baels will be required in
the Philippine Islande after their independence hae been
granted.

We heve glven careful conselderation to the prac-
ticabllity of specifying at this time the various bese fa-
c¢ilities that will be required for the full and mutual pro-
tection of the Philippine Ielende and of the United States.
We find thet while sltec for certain installations could
novw be egelected with some arsurance, 1t is gquite imprec-
Ticable to compile at thie time any cdefinitive 1llst in
Finel form. Indeed we feel that we must provide for con-
tinuing review and mdjJustment of our military and naval re-
quiremente in the Philippines in the light of the changing
strateglc eltuation and the development of the means of
wagling war in the future., We believe the wording of the
pending Jolnt Reeolutlone vests diecretionsry authority in
the Preeldent of the United States to withhold or-a¢qguire
and to retain such bamses, neceesary appurtenances to guch
bares and the righte incldent thereto as he may deem neces-
BAT'Y .

For the Joint Chiefs of Stafr:

WILLIAM D. LEAHY,
Admirsl, U.B. Havy,
Chief of Staff to the
Conmander in Chief of the Army and Navy.

Regraded Unclassified
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CONFIDENTIAL T

MEMORANDUM FOR: Hear Admiral Wilson Erown, USH, Nawval Alde to the Presidesnt.

In reply to the President's inquiry in your memorandum of 10 December,
you are advised the Allies are using to the full the repair facilities at
Dakar, Casablanca, Oran and Alexendris. TIn general, the facilities at
Dakar and Casablanca are mostly being operated by the French, and the U.S.
and U.K. are furnishing material. Facilities at Oran are largely being
oparated by U.5. with some British operation, end the majority of the
material is being furnished by U.S5. Alexandria operates entirely under
British control, with small amounts of material being obtained from time to
time from our Haval Supply Depot at Oran for repairs to U.5. types of ships
under Fritish operation.

In general, ihese repair facilities are adjusted from time to time to
conform to demznd.

y _ F. J. HORNE
Vice Chief of Naval Operations

Regraded Unclassified
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‘\l/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Deceaber 18, 1943.

FORs

Adalral Horne.

The President has directed me %o
you wheiher the Lllies are uelng
the fpll the repoir fecilities at

outlying steutions, such as Dekar,
eblance, Oren sond Alexnndrie,

?E*i

¥ileon Browm,
Rear hdmirel, U.5.M.,
Nevel Afde to tha Presidemt.

Regraded Unclassified




I peply sddress moi the signer of ihis

letimr, but the Buresa of Supplees and
Arcomnis sl
Heler 10 Na

Navy DEPARTMENT

00/bm

BUREAU OF SUPPLIES AND ACCOUNTS

Wasminceron, D, C.

16 December 1943

Reference: (a) Your memo of 25 October 1943 in re my tour of observatlon.
(Copy attached).

1. My party covered very completely logistle arrangements in
England, Scotland, Lomdonderry, themce to Casablanca, Oran, Alglers, Bizerte,
Palermo, Port Lyeutey, Dakar, Natal end up through the Caribbean Bases.

2. trans g i e vari
Mediterranean Harbors:

Adequate for current requirements.

Hoom for amplification and development of facilities.

Expansion ready as mey be reguired.

Increasing effective use being made of our own repair bases.

In some places excess stock, and too, excess personnel -
steps already taken to adjust.

Necessity for more comprehensive operational directives will
be met.

No failure of supply or inconsistent duplieation.

Spot actlon takem on controverslal matters with concurrence
of Area Commanders.

3. ac e Moadits 1

Increasing development for effective use.

Palerme dockyard in ocperatiom.
Units in Afriea equipped, ready and in effective use.

FAN

Nothing inconsistent.
Isolated examples of duplicatiom readily explained and adjusted.
Strong type of cooperatiom and goordination.

- 1 My contact with the British Admiralty especially strong. Confer-
ences arranged with all responsible Chiefs and agreements reached without
difficulty. Production of Reverse Lend Lease figures entirely satisfactory.

Regraded Unclassified
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Memorandum for Hear Admiral Wilson Brown, USk 00/bm
Haval Alde to the Preasidant 16 December 1943

Sttt Rien it B0 B B E SR R TR R B R R i S

There is sc much that cannot be evaluated. The Eritish will move 3,000
families out of the area needed to train our invasion forces. There is

no dollar value that one can place on this dislocatiom and discomfiture,
President's speech on this subjeet comf.
‘excellent

E&m to all hands. Developed
Tinancisl relations with 8 Bank,

6. The entire trip productive. On my return, there has been
continuous contact with COMINCH, WAVOPR and Bureau Chiefs in developing
motes in my black memo book. Action taken throughout the trip to conso-
lidate activities and facilities,

reduce stock to satisfactory limits,
dispose of surplus stoeck, move excess persomnel.

" B - mm
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 25, 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR:
Admiral Young.

I have shown your memorandum of 23
October to the Presldent and he is very
much obliged to you for your offer to carry
out any special mission. He has no special
instructions other than what I know you
alrendy have in mind, but he authorized me
to say that his particular interest in the
result of your inspeetion will be concerning
the port facilitles, storsge facllities and
transportation facillities, of the warlous
Mediterrsnean harbors, and whether or nct
we are shipping too much of any one article
to any of the ports or failing to meet re-
requirements at any port. He 1s also intersated
to lmow what plans are in hand to increase
repalr facllities in the Mediterranean so
that our forces will be largely self-supporting
without need of sending ships back to the home
yards for repairs other than major casualties.
He will also be interasted in whather you find
duplication of logistic effort between Army,
Navy and Alr Forces.

fa8/ W. Brown
Wilson EBrown

Rear Admiral, USH
Naval Aide to the Presidemnt

Regraded Unclassified
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- T August 1943

MERORANDEM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject; Irish Air and Naval Bases

1, The Joint w of 't.r{t:."uf.w::d thel
uilitary sspeots soquisition nava
bases in Ireland,

E. Alr transport nd';ir r w.:iim ﬂ.nlﬂt
be materially isproved Baq # (TH
operations very long range aireraft for the pro-
tedtion of » wveuld not be appreciable extended
i range. In instences, hovever, an additional

of safety and flexibility would be had through
the avallability of additiemal fields.

5« Alr operatioms inst the Eurcpean Continent
vould not be a iable facilitated by use of bases
in Eire exsept t bases for fighter planes in south-
wvest Eire would be of advantege to the theater commander
as bases to vhioch he move his fighter planes to
oppose (erman air attacks om Allied convoys if they
should be routed south of Ireland,

4., This air threat together with that of the German
submarines operating from bases in vestern France are
nov deterrent factors in the routing of seaborne
traffis te land through lanes south of Ireland,

Adr bases reduce the air threat dDut naval bases
wvill not materially reduce the existent submarine

threat because present bases in southwest England are
closer to the Bay af Biscay. Hovever, naval bases

will be useful it is considered safe enough to
route sonvoys south of Ireland and when invssion
operations start in western Burope. They can be quickly
established wvith floating equipment.

5. The Joint Chiefs of Btaff consider that fighter
air bases and naval bases in southern Eire will be
strategically valuable to the United Nations when
shipping is routed past southern Ireland or vhen an
invasion of western EBurope is undertaken.



6., A of American lives snd the lives of s
nationals of countries associated with us in the
war, might result from availability of suitable

ency lending fields in Eire, and would result from
mmiity of air and naval bases wvhen it becomes
feasible to route convoys south of Ireland.

7« It is recommended that negotiatioms be con=-
duocted without committing the U.8. at this time to a
definite p for the establishment of air or naval
bases in sou Ireland.

8. A copy of this memorandum is being sent to the
Seeretary State, and offlcers representing the Joint

Chiefs of Btaff have been designated to econsult with
him in this matter.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

Chief of Staff, U.5. Army.

Copy to:
The Honorable,

The hmtlrg of State,
Washington, D. C.

Regraded Unclassified
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