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In the St ate of Jew York about a hundred years a~o . a certain 

far-soein~ man began to r1Ae in public life. He appreciated the fact 

even then - west~rn !lew York and Ohio '!Ore at that timo almost a wil

dPrneas - that some da. the great West would become a thickly 

porulated reo;ion. It ''as bofore the days of r!lil roads !lnd the only 

m"ans of transportation with economy 1vaa 11ater. He reali zed thR.t 

i'l thP ~uture the great bulk of trade ... ould be from the praries of 

the ' est to the !.tlanti~ sea-board ~nd he realized that along the 

whole Atl''"ltic seaboard there was out one place where the mountains 

did not sep!lrRto thP. west from the east ; th'lt the line of tho ::ohawk 

river through Tiev1 York Stat~ proeentod a splendid route - the most 

available routo - for this comn:erce which was to come. 

'Ih1 s man .,as De'o'!itt Clinton, and it waH he who wae the father 

of the Er ie Canal. The canal was started and rushed through to com 

pl etion !ln•l the r eRUlt ·has been that more than aeventy-fivo years 

and v- ith comparative])' few chnnges nnd enlargements it proved the /• 

means of bringing throu~h ~ew York State a very large shR. re of the I 
¥27 

commerce of thq V.est . ::rot until perh!!.pe twenty-five years !lgo did 0- .~¥ 

it become apparent that the grP.atly i!nprovad facil t t to s of t .e rail-/ frft' 0 

V r .... "'""~" 
ro"<la couH prove a factor in the sttuati on of tr,.nsportat1 on that 

would sari ously hurt the efficiency of the can!ll. The reason for 
:z._ Z-,r-.r 

thiA was thnt the CAn~l h~d ,. depth of only ~t feet ; the boa t s were 

conswquen tJ y small and the methods of towing anti~uated. 
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~ears ago the 1uestion wqs submitted to the people of tho State as to 

wh•ther they wished to rn~ke that c~nal once more a power in the n~tton. 

3y an over-whelming vote it v1as decidod <tt a referendum to authorize 

the expenditure of one hundred and one million dollars for t hJ• pur-

l"OSe. \"1ork W" commonced nnd hAs been progresning wi tb htgh 

ef''ioiency ever since an~! tot\R,Y the new a anal is v:i thi.n two or three 

years of completion. ;unet y per cent. of tho contractn have been 

let an ·t the new canal i s in some sections almost ready for usc. 

·~1he n e\'1 wate rnay. for it is more than a canal. will now have a 

depth of twelve fee t throughout its len~th. It is n allod the Sarge 

Canal. for the old ty 1e of towboat is gone. The now barges _.. 

oapsbl" nf holdtng" "" 'J t~n':"o-; an amount e qual to the carrying , 
cap'lei ty of frei ght oars . The mo tiv e power will be 

electricity and i t is hoped that vessels wi 11 be able to load their 

carsoes of oro and grain at the furthermost ends of tho Great Lakes 

end without re - shipment transport them to t ide-water. 

The can!tl itself ?!ill hav~ more thRn ever an important influence 

on the Mmr:-.ercl~l life o.f the !!ow ::no;l Ann st.q tes. The canal ter-

minal ronMission sn"ointon to investio;ate the matter of tel'llinals 

'llOn0 thn routo of the c>1nol haR sel ected ~roy, Albany and. !lew York 

gi ty as sites for greet terminols where frei ght Cllll be trans-shipped. 

The Bos ton & Maine, the Boston •nd Albany and tho :Jew York. new Haven 

and l!qrtford will be in a poRtt! on to r e ceive th<iir carloads lit points 
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almo s t wi t hin the boundari e s of th~ New Engl und s t ate s . 
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