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~~ SJ..vo- a...a.., ~ ~ ,S..._.::. - :z. 3 ..._., /9 /f 
Few l egislatures ....,.. containsd a.":l8n;, •en without 

/ 

;>rc1.'1~1ls legislative expe::-ience , as last year 's, '·"" """" 

........... Few la~slatures have contained so "'") ~en vtho did a 

ce::-tain amount of t·· eir own t:'linking. All t '" old-timers will 

toll ycu this , a ·d it cannot exactlY be Cdlled a c6lplimen~ r-
d,r 

previous legislatures. ~in spite of t~is 

i l"depe,d ent t·.inking I ca n t::-utl:fully say t'-at it ""s oot teen 

necessary to be in Albany mo::-e than a week before dis~overing 

that the Go....a rnment of t;1e Stote of llew York v:as not what the 

h istory books said - a Democr acy; th> t our lai'IS were not made 

v::. 
of voters. 

" 
by representati ves 

/Ros.,i) 
The form was t"ere , t'>.e display\ 



and the decorations . All this was to be seen , but if :;ou got"' ry .z 
close a nd put your ear up t o that form you could hear ~he ca.ock-

work ticking i ns ide , a nd if you we ::-e very clever you could find 

out wh o he d th e key. 

No one man :r.a d t he lc~>ys , b ut a very small body of men 

did, ar,d t'-,ose nen knew each ot"!ler well a nd were pretty good 

fri ends, and those Men could wi nd up the leg islat ive figure 

to F O t hrough all t he motions s o cl everly that ninety- nine pe ople 

out of a hundred thought :It was alive . I n reality it was made up 

almost entirely of wh e els , cogs withi n cogs, each part dependent 

on every other , and t h e who l e dependent on t hose jealously 



garded keys . 

One t hi nei must , h owever, must i n fa i rness b e aoid 

t hat "achi ne has not b een r unni ng very Ytell la tel;, . The!'e 

seems t o b e a lack of oil, a nd last wi nter it came very near 

f9 i ng out of bus i ness entirely ; so much eo that t he '!!en Ylho 

held ~ e keys h ad t o ca l l i n mecl1Bnics from :Ill rand near t o 

tinker Ylith it, and if t•ere is one thi ng certai n i n t .is life 

it is that t is dead form is worn ~ut , and tha t fr om its ruins 

the people a re goi ng to h a ve a livinG orc;a n iza tion wh ich will 

mn·e nearl y conform to what the h ist ory b ooks call 01r "'democratic 

f orm of J overnment. 

Who is to blame for a legislature run by a handfull 



of outside men? Do y0u blame the aena tore at o aasemr lymen wh o 

are cogs i n 1h e wheels? Well , a little perhaps , but not !:!Udl . 

Sotne of t hose :ten , rnost of "them , 1;ave ;- een ·-rougl't up and educated, 

a nd trei ned , for just that work, lr.f the few who hold the keys . 

They see ho"' easy it is to let others do their t ''i nkin e; , a nd 

the-y know tlw t<f they are faithful t hey will go t to eir reward. 

I t pays to take orders -- let ~e remind you of t hat ; 

a nd also of the fact tlmt ,.,e are all human, To do eo means ll 
~~f 

livelihood; not :ouch ~. pretty g ood pay all their lives , and 

the possibility that s ome day t hey r!!By h old 1he keys themselves . 



Btho!rs of these men wan t to th i 'lk f or themselv~ but 
tt~·-rti 

after one or two ~ they find that t'·.i nki nc is useless ; 

tJo.at a stone wall b 1 ocks the ir cbj ect. 

Can "" u vtholl:l b lame the ":an who c.IH- a local bill of 

great i mporta!'lce to lo is contsti tu1ents , vtho is told he cannot ,, 
r a ve it passed unless he is g ood1 And , b eing ~ood m>ans t hat 

he :;n:e t he vrilline; t o b ecoi!I!O a cog i n t h e wheel. 

.r 

Can y ou wholly blame t h ose "ten from Buffalo who last ~
,r;e..,,_,._t 

~ were led to support measures t h ey t houghtAbad !11 * q aosoo~, 

on t h e promise of support for the Buffalo Cl"8r ter Bi ll? And, 
~IL.Jif..l<tl t t' ...... ' 

let me a dd, t h ey did not i!: t M; - - they met vri th t 'le usual fate , 



the ·oen who held the lj:eys m de t h e wheels c::o around ard then 

calmly a nd quie tly laid the BUffalo Charter on t he shelf, 

Ca n you wholly blame the nen who protest and figh t 

for lonr weary weeks , if they listen i n t'te e nd to the honeyed 

WO!'ds about "Party harmony" a nd "good fellowship", and the flattezy

and visions of reward that are held before t 'teir eyes? 

No, w can~ot wholly c!'e rce it up to t han . We oust £P 

back to 1r. e masters - - back t o the l!lWtl who !>.old t he 'reys , a nd 

I wi ll Sllf specifically tl'>.a t this applies not to one party only, 

but to the two r reat part ies to Republicans a nd Democrats alike . 

I n Ancient Greece the rule of mie.>,.ty m<n of war (la'll 



7 
place to a pure Democracy; the pure Democracy gave way, in its 

turn , to t he rule of Oligarchs , and i!'l t he and a tyrant 

usurped t he funct i ons of the Oligarchs. To-~ we have repea ted 

- h e first part of t h e p rocess; t h is State from a Democracy 

h as come t o b e ruled by Olit;arc,1Sj men ruling for t'oeir own 

good a nd i n their o"m way. Not long a go t heir names wers. 

Barnes a nd Sherman and Woodruff and Payne , a!'ld Platt, a nd Depew. 

To-~ t heir name s a r e MUrphy , and Fitzpatrick, and McCabe , and 
-/.r-.rr., 

l!cCooey , and Cassidy. No, not Cassidy -- poor fellow -- he .w...i 

'-"''1 '~" ' ' -cJ{'..{L 
r oilol 'tr B 1 last week, and one does not li '· e to speak ill of 

the dead. 



I t r.1B tte;;s not , r..owever 1 \'ihat t1· eir nane s are , for 

the mark of the beast ie on them all. 

Here is the poi nt in a nutshell . A political party 

exists for the purpose of getii ng t'oe .,.jorit:, of voters t o 

endorse ita views , a nd elect its candidates to caqy on 1he 

gove nme.,t . Does a nyone suppose to_a t a rnaj ority of tre voters 

of 1h 1e state want to ha v e a Platt Oligarchy, or a Barnes Oligarchy 

or a :!urphy 01 garc~'' enunc i ate principles or carry on t1 ei r 

gowernment? 

There is t alk f unres-tfn every hand; d i KgUl t wi1h old 

partie s, a ready welcome for demagogues , a nd it ie no wonder. 



The voter has had but little to ·say, for if he is 

disgusted with Republicm rule, and seek s a change, he ''as been 

equally displeased with Democtatic methods , and yet '1e knows tloere 

is no uae putting Republicans back in power a~a in. Hence 

the Socialist ·:ayo:- of Sc'!enec-ta dy, and o~1-e r wonde-s of t e day. 

But we are seeki n"" the b la:ne; \Ve knovr wl-J.ere t''l! 

present blame lies; it is at the door of the Oligarchs of 

yesterday and to-day ; it is at the door of Platt a nd of Barnes; 

of Uu·phy a nd Fitzpatrick; but -the ultimate blame is on those 

wh o submit ; on those wh o g o se eki ng ac'ter stra nge gods. It is 

on you, the voters , 1:e cause 1h e remedy lies in your hands. You 

have t h e vreapon be side you; if you have weeds in your g1. rden which 



a re c11oking :,•a11fr f lowers to d eath you do not plant n"'' flowers / O 

i n t h e hope that they will grow ; :rou pull out tl!l weeds . 

There is n o qu es t i on tha t t he great majorty of Democrats 

i n t his state are disgusted with t'1e so- called state leadershi p of 

C. F . !.!Urphy. There is onl y one re:nedy, and t!'e Democrats have it 
,._.1 ~~ 1(,..;1 

ready t o and. C . F . J..lurph~~,..rr..ust , like t!"t..e noxious weed, be 

plucked out , roo~ a nd br a nch . The:.-e is n o question ~at the 

g reat rra jority of Republica ns i n this state will not stand 

conten~ed with Old Guardlea de rahip. They t oo h ave t he remeey , 

a nd t h e Old Guard r1us t likewise b e rooted out f t.lcle Republicm 

party is to endure. 



The e;ood work i1a s bec;un , a -,d it ca ther~ momen"tum 
/..., /; 

with each succeeding df¥ . Cassidy ...,.. Q.ueens County want out 

"- .... the toe of a bo ct la s t week. JJcCooey is hang i ll6 on by 
/1¥ r.;~,_e.,?-

the skin of l' is teethA T"ne Bronx has thrown off JJuDpl'.y 

domination. Lou Pay j ne a nd Odelfon t he Hudson River are losi ng 

t':eir e;rip on 1l"> e Republ icm !.!a chine. l!cCal>e i n Alhony will b e 

s ucceeded i ·t 'the spri>Of" "Y a youn€' Democrat w:1o can defeat 

tre Repu1-l ican m1ch i r.e of Boss Ba rnes. Cornelius Collins r.a s 

lost h is ~;r ip on Troy, and f i nall)· , t 'te DemocratB of t '•is ity 

·a-.. an excellent opportw1:tt y to r id t he"lselves of t•·a t man wh o 
/f 

wa a r eferred to l a et Yd ar in Albany as U'Urphy ' s tool. 

Last October we passed a dir ec t nomi nations law ; it 



was not pe""i'ect by a m; neans, but it was a step in t he rl ·',t 

d1 rect i on . next month we are co inG t o t cy to i mpro\9 it , and we 

vrill succeed unless t '.1e Olg Guard 0li fl'arc'1B of both parties 

combine t o defea t us ; but even if we do r.ot s ucceed, :rou r.ave a 

weapon more powerful t:,an 1:e fore . You >,ave r;ot rid cf strong arm 

caucuses a nd crooked pri maries forever, and mxt spring if Buffalo 
t h eu can 

Denocrats wa n t to/ce t a man as leader vrho will lead i n a !"Snner 

worthy of tre fa i r name of t:11s city. we ha v e made it easier 
~.w.cA- • 

f or 'the yr·uhg nan who t h i nks politics is dirty business; Afor the 

busy -,an of affairs , and for t he lazy man, t oo, to take np his 

duty as a c i t izen. 

/;z.. 



Fo" 1hose of :,ou who are f ond of huntinG, l. oolia • ...._ /..3 

...,.. it is no longer necessary to go to the Canadian Bookies 

or the Jungles of Afirca f or sport ; there is bigger ~ame and 

b etter hunting rigilt ~ re in Nev1 York State; rt~:;>t !ere i n 

Buffalo ; right here in your own ward. The hunt is on , and t he 

t ea ts of prey have begun to fa~. The American c i tizen i s 

agai n f i ght ing for his freedom ; he is confmnted by Oligarchies 

and tyranies on the one · and, and by Anarchy on the other , and 

those of us who ';ave t.'le old abiding faith believe that the 

A:nerican citizen will triumph a gai n a~ "e has done in t1 a pas t . 
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