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Franklin D. Roosevelt's ST'eech Et Harv~.rd Club Ann•~al 
Dinner , Buffalo, d . Y. , F ebrue.ry 3, 19ld 

[ SunME.ry and E:<eer )"tG fro!!! Buffa lo (;; .Y.) ~. Feb . 4 , 1912] 

Preoi dent Her bert P. Bissell of t h e H:'U've.rd Club of Buffalo 
~<as unable t o r reeide <tt t he e.nnual dinner held l es t evening in 
the Saturn Cluh. He sent his rer.reta to Vl.ce President John Lord 
0 1B1•l e.n , ste.t in(; the.t e.lthour;h unpvoidahly e.bsent r.e >10uld he present 
in sr,toi t. Covero »ere le.id for about seventy-five. 

State Scne.tor Fra nklin D. Roosevelt, 104 , of Ne\·1 Yor , s p oke on 
"Har vard Hen in Politics , • wi t hout referrl. ng to h i e celebrated 
nenesa e.ke or h is for~ide.ble rival of Ya le, 1-/illie n H. Taft . Hi e 
speech ~;e.s a n appe r l b:mmxll.ti t o every Buf f e.l o Harvard !!IE.n to attend the 
b ig gathering of alunni f r om all over the United Sta tes in Ne>< York , 
June 14, ~·hen there >rill be somethinG doine ever y ninute for a week 
or more . 

"Thooe westerners , 11 Raid he , 11 have e n i defl t hat Ne\or York c e.n 
h~ ndily be swallowed up. \·i~en they vi•lt us June 14, we sha ll give 
then a che.nce t o prove it . Ar r angenent e are beinG nede for e. rathering 
of not lees the.n 2 ,000 nen. ~<o are cominG fron Honolulc , one fran 
China , two fror:: Austr a lia , and ;re think t he ent ire Buffalo c ort ingent 
shoul d be there 1·ri t h t heir offepr inr; . " 

Stories 1-rere told of "John t he 1'l'1'1!1!l9"L'd: orancer..an, " "Bill 
t !1e pon t r.ten, 11 11 t he yard ptmp , 11 11 the J.!etca lfes ,'1 11 The , olo club . 11 
To young men l·ras ~~dd.:'-essed an ap;:-et~l t o n~.tione~lize HE.rve.rd c:.s a 
prelude oo me.kll'-{; 1t inteJ•nationel, and it 11as s a i d th~ >iaj· t o do 
t h i s \ie.s be adhering t o the t r e.di tlons set by the ol der narvard 
nen . 

ToFs t naster 0 1Brie.n >re.e he.rrY e.nd Jlo, ceful in h is introduction 
of t he ae •1er al tpee.l<ers , e.nd intervr.l e het1-1een the speeches Here 
ar;reenbly !illed 1·rlth coll ae;e songs Rnd coller,e yells. 



L:r . Her rr.an Kahn, Diroc tor - 2 - September 19 , 1948 

President Herbert P . Bissell of the Harvard club of Buffalo wae 
unabl e to preside at t he annual dinner held last evening in the Sat\lrn 
c l ub . He sent his regrets to Vice President John Lord O' Brian, st a ting 
that although unavoidably absent he would be present in spiz·it . Covers 
were laid for " bout seventy- five . 

State Senator Franklin D. Roosvelt. '04, of Ne-.v York, spoke on 
"Harvard I!en in PoliticsZ without referring to his celebrated names
sake or his formidable rival of Yale, William H. Taft . His speech was 
an appeal to every Buffalo Harvard man to attend the bi g ga t hering of 
alumni f r om all over the United State• in New York. June 14, when there 
will be oomething doing every minute fo r a week or more . 

"Those westerners~ said he , have an idea that New York can handily 
be swallowed up . ·,'ihen they v i sit us June 14, we shall give them a chance 
to prove it . Arrangements are being made fo1· a gather ing of not lees than 
2 , 000 men . Two are coming f r on1 Honol ulu, one from China, two f r om Australia, 
and we think the entire Bufralo contingent shoul d be there with their 

offspring ." 
Stories were told of " John the orangeman, '1 "Dill the postman, " 

"the yard pump," "the !.:etcalfes, " "The polo c l ub . " To young men was 
addressed an appeal to nationalize Harvard as a prelude to making it 
international, and it was said the way to do this was by adhering to 
the traditions set by the older Harvard men . 

Toastmast er 0 1 Br ian was happy and forceful in his introduction of 
the several speakers , and intervals between the speeches were agreeabl y 
filled with college songs and college yells . 

- Buffalo Courier, February 4, 1912 

Senator Franklin D . Roosvelt spoke to the Harvard Alumni at t he 
Saturn Club last night but he did not discuss politics . The Sena-
tor contented himsolf and pleased his audience with a statement of 
the progro.o f or the June meet in& of the Associat ed Harvard Clubs in 

New York . 

His onl v pol itical reference wns to tho f act that there "arc some 
senators in the Senate who would like to see a P..nrvard man succeed 
John Olosted as public service cotra:nissioner." The significance of 
this is tho.t } . .r. Ol msted is a Harvard man and Eer beJ·t P. · i ssoll, who 
has been mentioned f or the place , Ylas pr esiC.ent of the l ocnl alumni 
for the l ast year . Senator Roosevelt stated that hlr . Eiss cll told 
t-im in Alba:1.y yesterday th at he could not attend the banquet because 
he had to stay there "to sit on the lid . " 



lJr . Herman Kahn,. Dir ector - 3' - September 19 , 1948 

l:.r . Roosevelt said that he vm.s glad to see that I!arvard men 
were taking such a deep i nterest i n political affairs in Buffalo . 
He asserted that Harvard men who have hel d office have no cause 
to be asharr:ed of the \YOr k they have done . He declared that if 
rr:oro Har vard men woul d go in for pol itical offices they would 
help their municipalities e.nd would nati onal ize the univer~ity . 

Toastmaster John Lord 0 ' 6r i a n, in intr oducin& r.:r. ftoosevelt, 
s&id thnt the "name sounds good to me . 11 In corr.menting on the 
s peech he said that "it sounds like the r enl Roosevelt to me ." 
'tho Harvard men took this for the big "T. R. 11 a nd t hey noticed it 
in the Harvc..rd way . 

- The Buffalo Sunday 't' in•es , 
Fe br uary 4, 1912 . 
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