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Jlo'!' th :lo l~l3t !.l'lrn~ or four y~:1rs p~oplA tHVA b~·'n p:ol g .. :.bout 

talkln!"; abou t UPr'at . It rtoes no ·~a:t~r Vf'o"::Y Pnl~ll ,'lll..,r4 onf' 111 , Wh9ther 

i n tl'l~ 0!"1~··1t Q!" 1n ~~1 rorn or 1:: ::.tt1!l Cou try, fl•,'n'!'ywh"l~A th0 rc" is 

tha S31:1A t~Rlltlr, l tl r•Pll ' S nlnrtn an•i t.h~y C:lll !t t hn fSp1r1 t of 

'Jnrnst. 

I : you a 'ik ~ l'l:m :o rte:i1nP 1t . to t~ll whnt n~ rJ.nnno by ttl'' 

will aso:-l l;>A it to ':ll~ dlucont.•'nt with th'' tar:!.!!' , oth'""CS to th.13 

system or govt>rnrtt•nt , o~h~rs to .: tne oppreauion or capital , ottv>rs 

to tlla a'VIlkAning ru1~ o~ucation ot tllP l nborln:·.cJ.a!luOB and no rortll 

and no on. 

I t 13 An.sy "llOllf:n to f1"~ poopl,., to lay thn bl anP on onE' parti­

cular cm:~1t1on or onn p r~imtlar net but th" trottbl" 1~ thnt 1t 

is i mponfiiblo t o wll<:L' ru.y s"t o r n"n at~r'l" upon .)nst '''"'t ~nnt 

condition an~ .Just •ltlat til t net is. I n o•.llPr •mrctn l'"OPl" neer:1 

to be group!ng , not only fo:- tnn ~Pi·1°c1y , b11t :or t~P cc.usu t 1-:.n: 

unde::-li"R a r.or>dition. 

30J!'IP poPpl P 3:1~{ ~hl!t 1t 10 :~ fl tU1f.;P- : CU8 JJ.:!.t :OAr tO t :\.lk Ub"'Ut , 

tha t thP 1n33 said a.bout 1t t na bP.t~~r, but tl.t't"lr a ll 0!:9 h.:!.O to 

turn to h1sto::-y to prove conclusiv•>ly tha t wn·•r•' a cona1t10!l ~>x­

iats and n frfle c\1~rnJas1on on nucn condition ia not M.d tM !"•' will 

be a lrnos! 1nev1tably an explosion or sorn"' kinrl , 'ill1ch coula llave 

b<lAn nvotdad by a f 1'll ancl frank discu!Jsion . 

I n Econo,.lc con~i:iono ol" t oliS kind t tl<' oo.me rnla appl1As ns 

i n SMaller tra.nSaCtiona b<>t weon g roups r!Orn]'099d of U fA>1 1ll'liV1~Ual8. 

I f half a ctoz~n m"n c a.·mot agr~e by uail o::- tnrour,n nr,onta over a 

busi nflaa propon1tion or soco<> otner coc1p1~~ative1y nimple transaction 

tlloan liMB coRn are, in 9 caseo out or ten , abl e to oat t l a tlloir 

~Hrarences by oi t t1ng nrounct a tabl a and talkil'll~ t na nattar out . 
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Jor ~hie :-~anon I nave allfn.yB ll"ld tMt public diecuosione 

ot large AconoJoio qu~ntionB nre not onJ.y tna sir.JPliqnt and ;os t 

Pf.f1caoioue "llY O f llandllM tn~ Slt.1HJ.tion bUt it iB at tllA 8!l.ll9 

tin<> n:-, Atr<>ctiVA cnoclc br snr"tY v a l ve , wllicll r.1<cy pr"VAnt nn 

ultlmn.tQ ~xploB1on . 

Fall 0'"11J'lg ont. th·:. fS3JilO n.nn.lof'..Y or~:·.n1=nt1onn, !lU"!h an tttlR 

civic ro.:um,ar•' o:1rn~y valVPS wn1cll p r 'VRnt oxplonione anrt 11111 

lead tO tl1° <!19~0'I"ry and worlcinl]; OUt or th0 ~Olllt10ne . 

It ,.,n toll.oiV nut simplA ::-<>nnoninp; "" find tllat a conl\1t1on 

exists to-1\ey . Tllat ~0 roy r.>inlt iR l1 Cl•'llrl.~ "OtnllHRllRI\ f C'l . 

It is, 1f you nl101'"" ~.o nnll 1t , ror l n'1k or n. bf"\tt~r tqm , a 

condltlon or Unl""A~ .. All!\ OU~h ~on<\1tiol1 rn'1_nirPS a rn t·'tly. TO 1!fY 

141nd tt1•~rq lliLS b'-'nn , not only !n ~his ~r'IUJlt y but n.broa<t , too 

cause U!~ ·l~rlyin~ tho.} cont1~t1on . 

'l':lk'' l., n ::.~'la.lor.,y :11·, :JC:it"ncn of r1~rt1r:1 on . :u~roro ec!.Pnc~ 

b~~a.'l to bP I''V.:tloi,Ilof\ a.s 1 t 1a to-c1ay , rloc:to:-s nx1 .t~d o!'f'n au t hey 

do now. 

medic i nA men , r.l•l/C1C1Jll13 nnd nooth n:.ynrs i n tll~ r;nut , nll prnctlclne 

th" nrt !lf r·'tBAtlylng n cartal n COJHUtlon ot th<> hunan body. Th"Y 

vrf're o:rnr1J1~ r"modi<.'s r.n<t dl<t not Jcnow tn·• cnuan o~ thn rtiRAase . 

It hue only oean ln co 1parat 1ve rec<>nt tlJUAB a:nll anong th<' no- called 

c iv1l1ZAd nat i ons or tne wes t that an attenpt nas bAen made to nt uey 

the orl•>inn.l ~mtnn bnror•> I•renorilling t hq r~mel\y . Th" r<'RUlt 1a tllat 

to- day tll" :Jcl enoe or nelt1c1"'nt haa a ccor.tpl l s.ned vast r Psults, •ill"'r e 

r or centur1en p::-evlouely notlllng llad b!'en ncconpl1Sl10d M.d th•• fUnda­

mental rPaaon tor tile ..success or tiV' r etoeey munt be tra c!ld t o tne s earcb 

tor th" cnuse . In just t ne s flllle vrn.y I hold th•lt t llPre hao been,in 

t ll• last rew yenro , t!lo much group1ne r or the r~w•llY il!nlt a oondlt1on 
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If ·· n:y mrut wer!' to ask rno to- rttty Wh;,t rn JPd1::!.l l"Biflla­

tion I woulct B"t>k , I IVOU lcl bR un~bl" to nnnwor thl' qlt"Ation rttrnctly. 

What"" •mnt to-clny i~, not so r:~ur:ll , laws n1·•"'1 at tll.s , tllnt or 

th<t OtllPr bUSiness or ClnBS or system Of goVPrnr1"nt otr llnncl in tile 

hopA that sora" tarr,•n will b" ll1t som<>•·tllf':r'e . I woulrt a·.swer 

rntllAr that til•' unriRrlying r:<:luRP must rtrst bP nturtiert W1tll tllo ut­

most r:·1re by t.llR b<l!!t q\nl1f1Ac1 pl'rsons Hlltrl thnt a compr"lll'noive 

rRro"cly bR proy>nsac\ wl'lir:ll woHlcl r.o to tnn root or thA <linl'nse m•cl 

not snnk rn" !"'llY to apply <'XtPrnal r ew•rt1ea. 

For t.l'l<~ RIL!QA roason I tPPl a C<'~tnirt amount or tt<'s1tat ion 

in <WAn givinr; ~ltV viowB in r->p;ar<t to tne unuerlyin'! caunee bUt 

ll"r!' ar;ain rlllst ll" ilppl1<>ct thA <loct rina tllnt a tull <liscunaion is 

til'! sut"at anil b"Rt rn<>:ms or attaining the enct. 

r,.· Wl go back tllroHr,h llintory , cr ratller throuGh the Ilia­

tory or thP past thousand. yHn.rs l7e are struck by the t'"act that 

as a g<>nPrnl proposHion thP aryan r:LcaR hnVP bean strui'"J~l1nr, t o 

obtain in~ivirtual rr<>ndon . !lor nParly ono tnctrn:mrt y<'ars ::mel in 

almost av"ry ·::ur~p~'an nnd Am"ric'Ul country this nna boen tne grant 

unit :t\mrta.10~ntnl qunstion in tll~ economic 11re or til~ people. The 

rerornation ror instnncP an~ the rt>nai ssnnce in F.nropa tlre too 

r:omrnon!y r~earC\Ail :1s rel1~ious or ec1ucnt1onn1 strur,.r::le nnll ll;Lve 

not in most llistory book been surrici!'nt!y exploineC\ as arrortn on 

the part Of th<> V J'iOUR pQoplAS nt'fA'!~Pcl to Obt:L1n itr~1YiC\Ual l1bert;y • 

I n th" srun" way th~ Arn·'rlr:rJl R"Volution while on the surracE' a strug­

g le to obtain a sApnrnte rom or t;overnn .. nt , wan , evan mor" i n basic 

~rinciplt n a~r.tgr,lA ror l ndividunl liWerty. 3o too, the French revolu­

tion :1n<1 :1t a l~tnr dl\te the g~nernl E\lropoan uprisi nes or 181~ , Al­

~ost nvnry str.l[lgle or r~pres9ntativn p;ovarnmant has been i n r eality 

an attnmpt to s ecure individual rreeclom and a l oost ever,rrnere that 



one turnB to-•lay , nan bA round a torta or fiOV"rnmont, w111c11 to a 

gra.~t •le :'ItA 1~arnntees tt11s peroonal liberty. It 18 a e-.reep1ng sta t e­

mant t o JOIUtA bu: ~:llC1llP. ttlo n:J.t1ons all a lfllOlP to-<tny, in EUrope and 

A,aPr1ca , '.ItA llb~r:y o:: til' 1n<t1v1<tu:tl ll:.n boon accompl1s11A,1. 

L~t llfl tor tllA Q:l.J(P. or ru:gmuAnt ',~s nume tor a. Wl1119 that 

th13 1a Bo . tttat thA otto!'to or centuries , <l1ractA<1 to thA ntta1n­

mant o f til>~ trP<lciom of ~ M 1n<l1V1<1Ual, hava, ns a wnolA baAn nuccese-

tul anrt tho.~ thin f!""A r\oln PX1sts to-<tn.y.. If wo assumn this v1q 

rn11st noRurne nt tile sruaP t1ma that 1n<11v1c1ua1 l1borty or rather tne 

l a ck or 1 t 1n not to- <tay one or tll!! t'Un<trun••ntnl cnuu"n or tllo 

PX1nt1np, contl.lt1ono , w111cn nnll for a r"MOI\y . At lAast w•' llavo pro­

gresrsed !a.r ~nour,h to q11m:!.nnt~ onq of'tAn quotort CIU.lOe as no cn.use 

at all. L<'t Ull O"" 11' WP. cannnt al1rn1natP ~.Ito oth"re . 

\'/'< h"ar p~oplo talking tod.ny about tllP strugglA betwoen 

labor an<t <lll!'lt:Ll ant\ I dare nay t.llnt m;my or you ••111 <11Ra•',reo with 

me Wll'~n I ro:llCf' th~ asn"rt ion tllnt 1n 1tnalr tll'l struggle batween l abor 

and cap1:n.l 1~ not a.nrt nmmot b" tllA underlying cause or conrt1t1ons or 

unrest. tllA tirst place there 1e no ouch thing uo n otntr.flle 

bet·veon labor n.n<t capital, not only 1s tnere no ntruggle bUt thnre is 

and has alwcys bAAn tlt~ n~art.1est co-op., ration ror neither cap! tal 

can P.X1st w1tllout t,lle co-operation or labor nor labor •t1tllout the 

co-operation or napital. ThArAtore suy thore 18 no struggle between 

tile two, not even a div1~1nr, linA. 

Going back ror a moment to tile qunst1on or tne l!berty 

ot the 1n<t1v1rtunl. on my :>ssuApt1on that tl11R liberty nne been 

accompl1flll~><l I comP t o t hl' next step in tne nenrcll tor the cause 

and I tin<\ tllA ca.une in the growth or wnnt 1B spea.k!ng a s a modern, 

a new way or loolt1n~ at things, a new econonic tll~tory . It 1s new 

because t here haa n~ver been any 1mmod1ate neen ror oucn a tllAory 1n 



the past . When men are surrn or are ntled by tyran;:.o they need 

rlret or all, lnrtlv1~ual rreertom . Th~y do not need to r.o beyond 

that but wh"n thin rreertom huB boon o.oqulrod they havo not yet 

eot to u:op1n. 

COlldltlonB or c1V1llzo.t1on that OOl!tR wlth ln<llV1dUul rree-

dom are 1n~'."l ~ably bound to brlng up many Cltt<'stlono that l'l<lre lnrtl­

vidual 11b.,rty cannot solve. 'i'hat 1S to my mlnd exactly >mathns 

happan"'d ln th·' pnKt c•>ntury. we have acctulrP<! now sets or con<lltione 

or ur", that ::-equi::-e nn·t theories ror tholr 3olutlon and whAn one 
as ln 

8°PkG for a tlJOOry 1 t iR Jlltt nn.WrA and hU1il:J.11 lnt!>rCottrSP :lfltl'Jt lOUI: 

to seek for the olmpllest thqory. 

To put ls 1n the slmpll.>ot and r<moat w rds I ltrwe a lwcys 

oallert 1hls ne'1 thAory the strug~lA for tho llbP::-ty or the Coomunlty 

rather than llber:y or th<> lJV!l'li<!ual . 1'11\0n :1.11 ls oairt nnct <lonn 

every nel7 <toctrino wn1c11 nnct bet>n advn.nco<l tor ttta lnnt ?.5 years 

comes unrtor t nio <!otlnltlon. J!:VAry n9w start that tne pnopH> have 

llltChOd t11Alr Wa(lon 1:.0 tO::' the past <lUUrter cnntury Wh~t~.·'r 1 t b9 

antl-rabatlng or antl-t.ntnts or now rashlone<t Pducat!on or cons.,rvatlon 

or our natural rP•lourcAA or atatC' !"'P~lat1on of ~o::t"lon c3.rr1ars or 

milder rorros or soclnll~m or commla3ion govP!"JUiont or any or th<' 

thoue~>.nd an<t ona othor thlngB tllat wo nave run a ttAr or 1 :1ttt wltllout 

any exception comA un<IAr thR same lleacting. Thqy ~re ~1 ntepo in 

the evolution or the nA07 thoory or tne llbRr;:.y or t11R Commtmlty. 

And 1r ~A uott the ~o ::-a llbArty ln conjunction With the 

word community wo nACABnar1ly elva to that word liberty a hiehar and 

a nobler mArut1ng than wnore thA eruno 'iord was applled to tns 1nrtiv1-

dUal , 

ThB 3oclal1st hna at t1ruas callOd the s ame thl ng • comrnun1ty 

lntereet• and soma high sounding orators have cnlled1t the •brotllerhoo4 



or man. • Nu1th·"r or thAAA qxr~.:-~nn1ons ~~re )lOBA1ble to uea any­

.,ll.,rP mtt~ltl.ll o:C n••avAn :Cor, col!llm.tnlty o:C 1n ~<>rrnt at oncA sugp,Aats 

to tll+> ru1nt1 n k1n<l n:C nappy cont11t1on "ll."r" PV •ryoor.ty ww:n tno sar.te 

th1no; ::m•\ PV''rybo,ty g..,t 1t, Whtl't .. , ..... 11 nrP o"t an :.::.b1o~u t.0 )1.~r1ty , 

not only 1n r •r,;.rl\ t.o worl<lly wPnlt ll. bu: nlno 1n r":~ard to nb1l1ty , 

ec1ucat1on awl mornln nn<t • Brotnor noo<t of l.lrut• 1e a J•urely Utop1ar. 

pnrasn t •1at mAnnA v"r:r llt tlA as lolH\ n s every p<>rson 1n tne worlc1 

d.oas not think H.A '"'"~.:-y oth0 r J·+--rson rtnPs . 

I r !'Ott ,.111 follow wnat I nm »tr1v1nr, to "XJ>laln you wi ll 

tlvblY :-·'non~ t1nn~::1nP; hnt , < ... 9 I l'lav-~ n~at-'·t b"'~·orf" , th" l!b·""rt.y 

of t'l~' 1 J\1V1•1Ual 11:.3 tD 1'.11 11l~"tlt!l nn<l f•H::"fO!I·'O ~o-clny b<>"Jl Ob­

t n.1n"u\ , :1.nrt thP norn:\1 pro'~:-"93 or r.1v1ll:!.a:-.lo <1u.r1n·· thf\ ~iJP ln 

Wtl11'J1'l ttl !.!i li...,t,::t.y O.f tl)P 1Jir\1 Vi tlU:·l.l "?'fl.£5 0!'1nr Obt;t!_nn~ )lnS b(0\1 ~h: 

us to t hn l.r' l .... t w-,~"c.:. t•1"' n~''l ~o· rt ltlonn JUAt. b·-- 'I··~ by n~~7 ~tt•')orles . 

I n 0':.11~: Wn,!'"r'\!l th.P r l ')lt nr t!· ynnn or UA0 to work o r no t an h9 s~es 

!1 t , ~o 11 Vt-l to a #~!"4a.t qx ton t lVllr~re and. t'\o\'f l'V"" s~on fl t 1s no t 

surt1f!1o.ln~. "J•l na.v•l ~~ollr.d t.nat 1r py.:~.:y l!l~n rlo"o as he HA~s t"1t 

with a 11nA !"o.lJ~a.rrl to 1u.vt and orctP .c, oth.nr na'' !'"actors tmve P.ntPrA<l 

i n to h1a 11!'A an<\ p ::-ov><l ~hn.t n~ 1" not nntlr<>! .. 1\0.J:lJlY or r-•a•ly to 

t:Ju.rch o'1. wl~h ::1v111~a:1on 1n a wn.y aut1~ractory to th..<Jo rPc.t l:t~:..1or1-

t7 of u~ . 

To put 1t anotll."r 'my compe:H1on has b'>An shoiYn to bA 

uar:Cul up to " cntta1n r>o1nt anli no :Cnrth<lr. Co-opar a tlon l!lll "t be­

p; ln Wh0 r<' COIIPRt1:!on l93.V~"S orr :l.nl't co-opnrat1on 10 ~8 ~oort a word 

"tQre r~.roup1n~ fo::- ta.ne 111Aa ''hQn thqy trlPd. to torn a r,ovnrnrnnnt aim~ 

to securf.-' th~ r-: .r~atq ~t good. ror tl'lP rllatent number and it 1s pr'lc1oe­

ly thnt ltl."n •v~1ch 1a b~1nr. tl."V"lor•e<t to-c1ny a l ong eva:-y possible 
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,.allc or urr. 
Lt:'t us :akA 30:'1° PXamplPS ot th18 J 1n wnnt "" c 11 ~.o-dn.y ' 

conaA!'VO.t1on. 

d.evQl opqrl in othQ: r.onnt.:1qrl tl:l.!tY ,:a:U"R a~o . It ·::l.n .rnr:or,.:11:!o3r\ in 

~Qmany to'!' 1n~:anc!q onP "nlnt1~t1 yP~rA ~o t"la.t thA t:-"as en tnl'l 

lane\ W"!"q n·"f! '':-1 ~:1.':'.'/ f'o:> th~ p,:-o.lo~fi'C'ta~!Ol\ of ttt.::. 'l:!.t"lr J'lO''i0 r :\.':'1'1 

or G0 !"·'ln.n..v 13 r.o- ·la.y wcrkilW nu t ttt~ tl"\•'o:cy o,:· t.l"tP 11bnrty of th<:") 

CoHumtn1ty :ra~h'".r tlt:ut o.~· ttt...) lJ.Un:-ty of t.h • l.rllvl-lual . 

01!'~ hUlll1:."""'tfi a:1 •l f_ft.~-' y~1tl!'li U ",0 ..,'l G0 i'"Ll<1'\Y T,h-1 1nr:tiV11UUl 

W3,.S nO~ ~·'CJ~!"l-:!tf"'·t f!"O:'I ftP111t•111l•~ •11il l~n ![1 Of t}1n !''Win~ tr.::.t'\3 . 

'fCt- rtay nn fllt!~t -:u: onl~r 1"':. a !'l~n:t~'r fl':ln:l~1f_Gally "''C..:·kq-J out , ,.,.hlch. 

·rn,..y p;ta,11 bnyonrt th-"' l.lb~'~ty or t.h~ 1nr1.1v1 tual ~o do as 

h 0 !'11.,).1.!1~ .. 1'1. \'ll ~h. hl~ O'm prop,..r:.y anrt roun(t lt IUR I o.\n·~nr~tl.:'"y to ~t\9Ck 

tt'lln llb·,.!'~Y tor tl1(.'> b..,n"' flt Of thA rrA~(lo;'l of ti'\•' \'lflOlA J•·'O]Il9 . 

:lo ln !lt~,., York 3tn.t~ w•~ a.rP b'"' .r' 1nn1r... to 10 t~H' r-H1J'IP. 

th1'1.P, . Ar! a tillolA wco a.rA bnr;1ri111Tlf; to rf'al!~n tha~. 1 t lR n· ... CPS~o.ry 

t~"'~ tha hAn.l~h anrt ha.ppineus or th·~ v;·holA pAopl~ of tJtP G~atn that 

111'11 vlf\WllB ant1 lmolJ~r r:omp:miPfl ahoulct not 1;o in~o our wooct,,d areas 

l1k" tna Atli.ronctackR and tt1° Cat.sk1llG aM cut ~Mr.i orr root :mt1 

.'nlTlt1h tor tllP b•.\n~!"lt or th.Jilr own rockPt . 

TnA~A a,r'l Many pn.rsonR l~tt to-tiny that c~ R·•a no r.3ason 

'Vhy ir '' l'l:Ul lJ'ms l>UHI~ ll" ntloUH not b 0 pur:n1 ttO>I to do ns he 

l1)(0 S "'Hll it. ThP j'fiiSt ~trikin· oxcuoplA or ·ln:l.t h.,ppnns in such ll. 

case , th1t I knolf ot, '<as r• plcturA shown I'IO by Ur . Girtord Pin::hot 

last •·•n)(. It 'Vas a pllotor':'lPll or a -v ll"d Cley 1n no,·;; ha:n China . 

Four or t1V~ huntl.r<><l ynars ""0 -~ 16 City 'lad bAAn tllP C0 •1tPr or the 

populuo 1U\d proap·'rons <lis:rict . A diotrlct wnosA mountains und 
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fll\p,PS .. erA COV"rQd With t1a<',n1!"1C9nt t:-t'q'l o lt8 ntrA31ll8 t:ol lOWl ng 

11'1thout 1nt.<>.:-rupt1on an-t ltn crop~ 1n thn v~unys prosr·"r1J1f;. I:. 

lf'\9 k no"m as onP o r ~h'' :no!l·. p!'onro.Jorous rlr01flnC~!l l l China, ~ot.h 

as a llll!lb"r 0 Xportint• cnnt.~!" :l.Tlt1 :'l!J ;Ut nr~ri~ll~.ural t:nn:•rUttity . 

To-rta.y t.hQ pir:tur~ sho''~ t"l~~a •·t~ll "''l to .. m , a l l!lont a~ it 

stood r;oo y~;l.r!l a,eo . TlV'r" is not a hum·m bPln~ \Vlthln tho wallR . 

Th~rP n.ro bu ·, r~"'" ~um·.:.n b 0 lnf1' ln thP whol"' :c ··.,-rton . Rown upon rows 

o1' barP :-1·1•···~ ·m•l 10()11flt.<t1ns ~trPtCh XI{ bn~)( rrol'l th•' City 1"/lthout 

a VEI3tlfl:O Of: trE!A lif:A , .. 1 :hout it vnstip,e or rloWiJlr, Atr<'Cli•IB nn'\ 

"'li t h th.'_, b:t!"~" t'O"!kS :'!"~1'1°Ct1nt; the f,l:t~ 01' th" !JUn . nalO''I 111 t.hA 

plaill!l t>l~ li';tln Roil Wl'll~h r u '•:11 'I 18 foc~ch<>d llll'l llrt:Lblw C,O y 1Qld 

MO!"co t,hn.t 

1'\X mpln I k"'l.Ol¥ rt ~h() libl'\!"t.y ot th'_, 1 lt11V1·lu ... l '''l~hottt :'ln~'thlng 

furtl'lq:- . 

::V 'ry H<!ll -;0f• y"':trR .eo tt1rt ao t:.o r,l- • ~:F•rt •r!. ttl n1fl ovm 

I•!"0Jl0 !"~y . i:!'l .:u~ ::,)l·~ t!"0 US vtlthO\It. a ·.~.·nrtlnr: '"' "!h:lh'.!~ roc r~!lf'OtlUC-

t1on illlf1 h·" t.ll•",rl-l}),Y }I' rf! .:if'1 :,flA r~!"Q\1, tl , f\!'1°<1 \1 til'~ Ut.!"' "(\11~ a.'ld 

rtllllf"c\ tllP vallAy an<! r.he sad f'l\.:"t of 1t. in thnt t>:ar<' nrP to- <>ey 

m':ln 01' th'"' 3t.n.te WhO fo:- th' ' f)a,k+" Of l!r.ln~ t.hj:'O!r por:;(•"tn Cht.r1.n.~ the i r 

01·m 11t:"' timP rt:!"" Wlllinr; to r:auno th•• R:t/11' tl'l1nr; th~t h:l.ppnno~ in 

CJ11na . 'Jl:.h :hA!!l thA 1nntt.o 10 " Attnr un th,.., <1.••lnr~" ·" 

'£h11y C:t!'P not ~7hnt n ·tppons n.ftPr th'"'Y :~1·0 '~onA an<l 

¥1111 f~O 1:)vnn ntr~h~!' anrt ~a.v tlla.t thoy c ·~ft no t V/ha-: h.U.JlpPnS ~von 

to th~>ir n"1f1:llbor" , to t.hn Col!:rl'm1ty aa n wh l !t , -tur1n11 their 

own 11r, tlrae . ThA o:ppon~'i.tB ot Conno:-vat1on who , art or all, a!"fl 

m"r " lY oppon~>nta ot: thP llbPrty ot: thn cor.unm1ty, 'till :::.rr;ue that 

~vPn thour:h thPy rto AXha.n3t al l thq na ·.u:-a1 rAsourcAs, tnr- tlV0 nta tnasn 

or rao.n :m•l tllA progr~>aa ot: c1 villznt ion •1ill nupply a suba ~aute 

111.0 11 thu or1ais CllJ!IA on that proBJI<'roua pro-

Vinca ot: Cll1na the p:-o••roon ot: •Jlv1l1zation an1 tll.A event<HinAAn nr 
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~~ 1'1111 "" aBsuoq tha t "e cnn do 

eourc<'o 1:1. at\ •1t1on to :orl'nts. .1'rly, l"t mo a olc arA so M:U\Y or tile 

·~anns 111 ~l'l" o:. tort ot uert York abanrlonort . ThP nn.nw 'r 18 Paay .. Their 

"ctulvn.l··n~ to t'1" »~!.l I n ot~r wo,-1\n ~hOy got SOJlfltlllnt; ror nothi ng. 

Th~ll.'" l:lltri wa.s :::"'lett ::uttl th.n wo .r..r< wo.s tan.sy . t hny p.roaprr ort 1'or a.~'Whlle 

tlon. 

H~1·t York Gtata 

to rut no nucl'l lltn" .. o.r no nuch t"'rt111 ~~r on ''VA::y acrP h.e cult.lvatqd 

ROnl"'t.hlllt, !l,b0U t tal{lJi~ CH.rA Of 111fl Ol'm l nnr1 ln hlB orrn I'I D.Y'. 

wt\o b~ll•'V" that th'~ tl1~q 1n not f ar t11Htont •men the "'OVfl!"ntnAnt or 

th" Gtatn 1Ylll rl"htly an<t or nacfl35 . ty Col'lpql ~v"::y cult1Vntor or 

land to :pay ~ilCk to tnat l ant\ Roma quit pro quo . 

I ltav q :.a.l<''r.. t hf' conserva:.lon or our nn.tural r Aaourc4s as 

the f!::ot .l••oson tllat polntn to the nocessl ty ror OPRlclng cornu n~:,y 

freedom , b"C;).UIIA I bOli•WA 1~ to bn tll9 l!lOGt i Mportant or a ll our 

l"esone. :?iva 1umrtr<><t yaarn ago thA peasant or 1Urope , our ancentors 

"'Or" no t g1v1nr; much thmu;llt to us ••no <trA hAre to-rtuy . BUt I t ll1nk 

a p;ood many p~o!'l•' 1n thR uwl1Rncn haVA oftPn conolrler Ad Y/hat kind 

. 
> 
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or n country \Tft ~o-tley arA !ashlo!t.li.S ~o l1 .. uvl (Jot? ... to out a..ancPnclnnts • 
• 

A~ 1t 10 lT1tll. r:onH0!"Va~1on or lfatu.ral. r•'nourcoo no ,1.180 

18 1t ))o· lVI to bP<!OIOR "11th :>1·' l• r n<IU<!tlOil ot f"O•I tlllpply . ':h<> 

t"o r:o 11an•l 1n h:.Ul<l oo 1111~h <~o that 1r w" c'tn propl\..,cy to- ·ley that 

your '~1 l'lt. • Oor:t,... r:tnn ''tOU l~l sit 1n -:n .t nn·'ll ~1.1 lt ~.n.ny ''1!'Tfl' 

sl'll'!"kf'l'.!"fi '''' 3a1Q " th.ny rton • : pull tnnlr 0''11 tt:bOI: ,.,n!.!;ttt . • Po!" 

or th" nation sllonl l1 not b'l put on thQ l'lOflt oconor.acnl. anrl atf thA 

s::unP t11~0 thn most J•rOfluntlV'l baa ls by narry1nr,; out oo- opnrntion. 

on!!la 11\"nt1nal pron<'nn co- op<>r at1on th"S" auuP nl<t ror~1"a n111 cry 

out • 1'/Pll rlon". • 

It cna.y soun•l abnnrd 1n ;;henA cluys to ca ll til" rnbatlng 

rorm"rly 1onn by :-a1J,roa<to, nncl th" t:r"at truots so ca llNI, an<t the 



-· ..... - n -

cont!"ol or common carr1Rrs by thfl GtntA minor 1osuRo, but nrter all 

roba t1nr was 111scr1•'}il1nat1on an<l thR <1oc~r1ne ot' t:o-op'lra.t1on ov<'~rca.me 

1t- Go ::oo T!'ltots werP. and ~rA run on th" thAory or monopoly , 

bUt ~0-0Pfl!"a~iOn 11'\k..:afJ J!JOnopoly nut Of rta.tA . 



Franklin D. Roosevel s 

Address before the People's Forum, Troy, N.Y. , Mar. 3, 1912 

~ (Senator Roosevelt seeks to explain the cause for t he present 

l'( discontent among the working classes and sugge s ts a probable 

remedy He says a condition of unrest prevails throughout 

the world but when any workingman is questioned about it he 

doss not k now the cause or it - summary by Poughkeepsie 

News-Press, Mar. 5 , 1912) 

They do not eeellt the cause, but a1 mply know that it 

exists. 

It can be compared t o the science of medecine. 

There were doctors, magicians and soothsayers among the Indians, 

and in the far east in early history, practici ng medecine in 

their own way, but it has only been in comparative recent times 

and among the so-called civilized nations or t he wes t that an 

3 attempt has been made t o study the original cause before 

prescribing the remedy . The result is that today the science 

of medecine has accomplished vast results, where f or centuries 

previously nothing had been accomplished. The fundamental 

reason for the success of the remedy must be traced to the 

search for the cause. In just the same way I hold that there 

has been, in the last few ye ars, too much gr oping for a remedy 

t o cure a condition of unrest . and that t oo little attention 

has been paid to the underlying cause. 

If any man were to ask me today what remedial 

legi slation I would seek I would be unable to answer that 

question firmly. What we want to day is , not so much laws 
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aimed at this . that or the other busineee or class or system 

of government off hand in the hope that some target will be 

hit somewhere. 

If we go back through history , or rather through 

the history of the paet thousand years. we are struck by the 

fact that as a general proposition the Aryan races have been 

struggling to obtain i ndividual freedom. For nearly one 

thousand years and in almost every European and American 

country this has been the great and fundamental question in 

the economic life of the people . The Reformation, for 

instance, and the Renaissance in Europe are too commonly regarded 

as religious or educational struggles and have not, by 

teachers of hi story. been sufficientl y . explained as efforts 

on the part of the various peoples affected tc obtain 

individual liberty. In the same way the American revolution . 

the French revolution and at a later date the general 

European uprisings of 1848 . 

Almost every struggle or representative government 

has been in reality an attempt to secure individual freedom 

and almost everywhere one turns today. can be found a form of 

government, which tc a great degree. guarantees this personal 

liberty . There are exceptions of course. like Russia . It is 

a sweeping statement to make but taking the nations as a 

whole today. in Europe and America. the liberty of the 

individual has been accomplished. 

On my as sutnpti on that this liberty of the individual 

has been largely accomplished and that it has been until now 
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the main object or huma n research, I come to t he next step in 

the search for the cause of the conditione of unrest today, 

and I find the cause in the growth of what is in modern 

civilization a new way of l ooking at things . a new economic 

t heory. It is new because there never has been any immediate 

need for such a theory in the past. When men are serfs or 

are ruled by tyrants they need first of all , individual 

f reedom. They do not need t o go beyond that. but when this 

freedom has been acquired t hey have not yet go t t o Utopi a. 

During the past centur y we heve acquired a new set 

of conditione which we must seek to solve. To put it in the 

simplest and fewest wor ds I have called this new theory the 

struggle for l iberty of the community r ather than liberty 

of the individual. When all is said and done every new doctrine 

which had been advanced for the last fifty years comes under 

this defini t ion. Every new sta r that people heve hitched their 

wagon t o for t he past half century, whether it be anti-rebating, 

or anti-trusts, or new fashioned education. or conservati on of 

our natural resources o r State regul ation of common carriers. 

or commissi on government. or any of the thousand and one other 

thing s that we have run after of l a te, almost without any 

exception come under the same heading. They are all steps in 

the evolution of the new theory of the l i berty of t he community. 

The Socialist has at times called thi s same thing 

' community interest' and s ome sounding orators have called it 
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the 'brotherhood or man. ' Neither of these expressions is 

possible to u se anywhere outside or he aven for community or 

interest at once suggests to the mind a kind of happy condition 

where everybody wants the same thing and everybody gete it. 

This is comparatively recent doctrine . but at least the liberty 

of t he i ndividual has been obtained. and we must face new 

theories. 

To sta te it plainly. competi t i on has been shown to 

be useful up to a certain point. but co-operation, which i s 

the thing that we must s t rive for today, begins where 

competi tion leaves orr. This was what the rounders of the 

republic were groping for and i t is precisely today along 

every possible walk of life. 

Let us take eome examples or this - for instance 

what we call today, conservation. We are taking merely a 

theory which began t o be developed in other countries many 

years ago. It was recognized in Germany for instance a 

hundred year s ago that the trees on the land were necessary for 

the preservation of the water power and indeed for the general 

health and presperity of the people. One hundred and fifty 

years ago in Germany the individual was not restri cted from 

denuding h i s lands of the growing trees. Today he must cut 

only in a manner scientifically worked out. which i s 

calculated to serve the ends of t he community and not his ends. 

They pas sed beyond t he liberty of the indivi dual to 



· FOR's Speech at Trr , N.Y., Mar. 3, 1912 (contJ ed) (5) 

do as he pleased with hi s own property and found it was 

necessary t o check this liberty f or t he benefit of the 

freedom of t he whole people . So it i s in New York Sta te 

today . We are beginning to see that it is necessary for 

our health and happiness that t he right s of individuals 

that lumber companies may not do as t hey please with t he 

wooded growths in the Catskills and the Adi rondacks . 

There a re , however. many persons who still think 

that individuals can do as they please with t heir own 

property even though it affects a community. The most 

striking example or what happens in such a case that I know 

or, was a picture shown me by Gifford Pinchot l a s t week. 

I t was a photograph of a walled c i ty in northern China. 

Four or five hundred years ago this city had been t he center 

of the populous and prosperous district, a district whose 

mountains and ridges were covered with magnificent trees, 

its streams flowing without interruption and its crops in the 

valleys prospering . It was known as one of the richest 

provi nces in Chi na , both as a lumber exporting center and 

as an agr icultural community. 

Today the picture shows the walled town, almost 

as it stood 500 years ago, but there is not a human being 

within the walls, and but few in the whole region. Rows 

upon rows o f bare ridges and mountains stretch back from 

the city without a vestige of life. Everything is i n a 
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dilapidated condition, and this i s all due to the liberty 

ot the individual . This is what Will happen in this very 

State if the individual s are allowed to do as they please 

with the natural resources to line their own pockets 

during their life. With t hem the motto is 'After us the 

deluge.' They do not care what happens after they are 

gone and even do not care what happens to their neighbors. 

The opponents of conservation who, after all are 

merely opponents or the liberty or the community, will 

argue that even though they do exhaust all the natural 

resources, the inventiveness or man will provide some 

substitute when the time arrives . Why shoul d we assume 

that we can do it when the Chinese failed? 

It i s the same way with all of our other natural 

resources in addition to forests. Why , let me ask. are 

so many or the f arms in the St ate of New York abandoned? 

The answer is easy. Their owners fifty or one hundred 

years ago took from the soil w1 thout returning any 

equivalent. In other words they got something for nothing . 

Their land was rich and the work was easy, and. they 

prospered unti l the deluge came and then they forsook 

the farms. The result is that the farmers today and the 

people in the cities are suf,ering as a result . It was 

not thought then that the government would compel the 

farme r to put so much lime or fertilizer on every acre of 

land he cultivated. The idea would have been scoffed at 
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as ridiculous, yet there are many thinking people in the 

State today who believe that the time is not far distant 

when the government of the State will rightly and of 

necessity compel every cultivator of land to pay something 

back to that l and. 

As it is with conservation of natural resources 

so is it bound to become with the production of food 

supply. The two go hand in hand together so much that if 

we can prophesy t oday that the State (or in other words 

the people as a whole) will shortly tell a man how many 

trees he must cut. then why can we not, without being 

radical, predict that the State will compel every farmer 

to till his land or raise beef, orhorses? For afterall 

if I own a farm of a hundred acres and let it lie waste 

and overgrown, I am 6ust as muc h a destroyer of the liberty 

of the community, and by liberty, we mean happiness and 

prosperity, as is the strong man who stands idle on the corner, 

refu sing to work. 

There is, to my mind, no valid reason why the food 

supply of the nation should not beput on the most economical 

and at the same time the most productive basi s by carrying 

out co-operation . If we call the method regulation, 

~eople hold up their hands in horror and say 1Unameri c an . ' 

or 'dangerous,• but if we call the same identical process 

co-operation these same old fogies will cry out •well 

done .• It may seem absurd to call the rebating f o rmerly 

done by r ailroads, and the great trustsso-called, minor 
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issues, but after all rebating was discrimination and the 

doctrine of co-operation came with it. The same with trusts, 

they were and arerun on the theory of moaopoly, but 

co- oper ation puts monopoly out of date and we now understand 

that t he mere size of a trust i s not of necessity i ts evil. 

The tru s t is evil because it monopol i zes for a few and 

as long as this keeps up it will be necessary for a 

community t o change i ts features. 

And here I come to the final point . How must 

the liberty of the community be obtained? It will not be 

obtained at once. whether the Democrats, Republi cans or 

Soci ali sts say so or not. It must be worked out by keeping 

ever in view the cause of the condi tion and we must also 

keep in view the other e ssential point: Law and order.• 

from: Poughkeepsie (N.Y.) News-Press • Mar. 5, 191 2. p . 4 
(Filed in Adriance Memorial Li brary, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.) 

copied: May 25, 1948 
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