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>~anklin D. Roosevelt's 

Speech before Business Men's Luncheon Club. Poughkeepsie, 

N.Y., Mar. 4, 1912 

(excerpt) '···I want to say a few word s about the necessity 

of developing the country hand in hand with the city. We in 

Duchess County well know the tremendous s trides t hat have 

been aade in the city of Pokeepsie in the past six years. 

We. who live outside the city, appreciate 

coming into a t own where th9 streets are paved, where the 

lighting is modern , where the stores and banks a.nd in fact 

the whole spirit of the people shows an up-to- date 

attractiveness. By the strides made by this city along 

civic lines you have encouraged the farmer and suburban 

dweller t o increase his trade with you . 

If I may criticize at all it would be along 

the line that you haven't been doing enough to boost the 

countryside at t he same time with the city. 

It ought to be an axiom that no city like this 

can be sufficient unto itself . You need the everyday supplies 

of life - food and building materiels f r om the country, 

milk and butter. eggs end grain can be supplied to 

' okeepsie more cheaply from Duchess county than from outside 

sources, and if t hi s city continues to grow, as I believe i t 

i s going to, the surrounding country must be opined up to 

provide for a greater production. 

Then there is the further necessity of supplying 



FOR's Speech · fore Business Men ' s Club, ~ -ughkeepsie, N.Y., 

Mar . 4, 1912 (continued) 

the growing number of people who work i n thi s city with 

small home s or little farms in t he country. It i s undeniable 

that there is a growing sentiment in favor ot country life 

today. 

The man who earns $1.000 a year or more should 

rather have his children brought up in pure a ir with plenty 

of r oom to play in than in a crowded city street. Any real 

estate dealer will tell you tha t he has hundreds of demands 

for small houses and four or fi ve acres of l and near but not 

in the city. 

I believe that it would pay the business men 

of this city, and pay them well if they would study the 

que s tion of development ot the surrounding country - i ts 

development along lines that will consider the problem of 

providing homes and small farms in the country; the problem 

of i ncreasing and making more available the produce of the 

country and the problem of securing better tran sporta tion . 

There should be better transporaation into 

Pokeepsie from every quarter - more trol leys, motor busses. 

etc . , and better service on the steam roads. 

Thi s i s no real estate scheme - i t ought not 

to be handled as such. It should be handled by intelligent 

coopera tion among the citizens of the c ity and in the end. 

if the development of the rest of thls county goes on hand 

in hand with Pokeeps ie with the progress of Pokeepsi e. our 

prosperity and happiness will be strengthened in every way.' 

from: Poughkeepsie (NY) Evening Enterpri se , Mar.4, 1912• p. l. 
(Filed in Adri~nce~rary. Poughkeepsie ) Copied: 5/24/48 
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