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It i s with more tha n pleasur e thHt I v.doo 10 you to 

~aehington: it i s " ith a full sense o~ the in~ortancc to the 

llntion of this t;ath cring of tho;.t;htful men rcpreaont i ne cvor y 

section of tho c ountry and every 11nlk in l i fe , For the llnvy 

r.eo.e-ue is . take it , an organization whioh seeks to t ake up 

tho broadest kind of qaeetions in the broadest k i nd of way . 

I f e.n;r man has an ideo. that you r;entl c!'len arc eo.thored here 

with the sole purpose of civine \10 0. :lavy \',hieh •. ill be bic;­

t;er then all the other navies of tho ::arth p:tt toeether , ho 

hes but to loo;. at the topics on tho prorr11:1 for discuss ion 

to !:ind out thc.t you erG intor~sted in tho rroo.t !'l!lttcrs of 

peaceful CO!l!!lcrCC r.nd intornntioMl CO"li ty l"lhi ch eneo.r;o the 

attention of every th~nkine ~"lorionn. 

Of oourso you ~ill realize that tho Secretary of tl:c :Inv; 

and I hr.ve J:::d oar hnnd a t the holiO of the Dcpnrt!'lent :!:or n 

ver y brief t i 'Oe , but l et Me assure you tha t wo have n l iHiys 

known at least that o. shi p i s hollo~ , and thnt ~• are strivinc; 

not only to l earn ottr task , but t o help do our utmost t o s e ­

cure for our rhi1s and for our offi cers vnd Men tho highest 

degree of effi c i ency . 

Anrl to obtain this , we need hol p . :Io organization , 

either privote or p~blic , can ever r each n high degree of 

per:!:ection alone . There rust bo cooperation from the outside . 

A railroad cannot sacceed if overy pnssengcr i s dissntiefi od . 

A rnonufact ur i ng plant cannot ro on unloos 1 t hns th'' moral 
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support of the ncirrhbor!ling to;,nepeopl o . And eo tho ;ravy 

cannot be trul y success~ul unl ess th~ non l'ho run it , f rol!l the 

Secretar y down to the newest enlisted l!lnn , feel that tho 

people of tho country nrc thinking about them and eivine them 

aupport. 

This io not n question of war or p ence. take it t hat 

there ore na many uovocntca o of arbitration and international 

peace in tho llnv] r s in any other pro~oasion . But ·, c a r c con­

f rontad \Oi th r. condition - the fact t hat o:~r !fntion haa decided 

i n the past t o have a fl eet, and that ~or still is n posRi bil -

ity . 

That t ho :lavy i o t o-day an i 1portant f oetor in the lif e 

of t he co:mtry is shmm b;· the cold flt:;:~res of 51 , 500 en-

listed mon , 3076 officers , a nd ~ny thoasands of civil cl!l­

ployecs in tho yards and bureaus . In other 1\ 0rds , thin ~orce 

i s an i nportant factor i n our industrial s:>d t~ocial life. ~t )' 

is going to be made a factor for tho national r,oad? That i s 

11hat the Department is tryi nt to do and that i s 11hnt l:ho llavy 

Leat:;ue can help us do . We ,.tmt the country to f eel that i n 

mai:>taining a f i ehti ng force of the highes t efficiency , ~e oro, 

at the seme time , educatine thousands of youn& men to be better 

citizans und to be i n a ponition to help thel!laelves when they 

leuve the service. We went to e ive thorn industrial od~<cations 

under ideal conditi ons . lolost of l'.ll , "e \\ i ll help to create 

e. mercantile mari ne owned by us and run by us . 



The country as a whol e is, I bolicve , inte~nated in the 

tlavy. You e;cntlcMen can cooperate by t olli ne the truth abo:<t 

t ho tlavy to every man , woman end child "ho io ~illint: to listun, 

and I em a !"irn beli ever the.t •. ,hon this is done , the p~ople 

~till oxpresn tht•roeel ves through their r cprcscnteti ves in ~he 

Government in terma "hich will not bo misunderstood. 

I knov. that this meeting v.ill be of real Rervico , nd I 

t rus t i t "ill be the forerunner of e-reut~r nowlode;e , ~tr&ight­

er thinktne end better ci ti::cnship throuehout the ne.t i on , 
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