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Jlontcalm'e Victory and Ita Lesson. 

Jf. .-'I Ct 1-J 
/(., - ,_ 

0- ' '....I / 

77 <, ~ / ~ \(_ 

Writers of history, like readers of his t ory, being human, 

receive diff erent impressions an~feront opinions from the 
A 

~arne statement of f acta. And, likewise, I have little doubt 

that the many people who are t aki ng part to-day in the com­

memoration of a great historical event will go away from here 

with many dissimilar views about that event, about the man 
~"k4J~<J 

who was the hero of the captuf~, and about t he meani ng of the 

10ar 10hich we call the "French and Indian . " / 

• We are inclined, I think, in l earning about things that 

happened in the past, to fall into t~o very natural errors - ­

errors common not only to s tudents of hiotory but to t eachers 

of history. I refer first t o the mental practice of d~elling 

on facts and on facts alone. I once kne~ a ver y learned 

gentleman who c ould give, off-hand, every important date in 

his t ory, and the name of every important man connected ~ith 

those dates. But ~hen I caked h i m ~hat effect the French 

and Indian War had upon the preparation of the Colonies for the 

Revolutionary War, he could only babble that t he one occurred 

from fifteen to twenty years before the other, and that it 

must , therefore, have had considerable influence. In other 

words, he wee forgetting causes, f orgetting results, in his 

effort to remember concrete facta. 
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And the other historical fallacy is equally common. 

·ve might call it the epeculati ve :fail. lacy. You are probably 

perfectly familiar with the man who says: "If Napoleon had 

been victorious at Waterloo , he ~ have been master of 

Europe - nay , of the whole ~orld ! " Or,".!! Burgoyne had 

not surrendered at Saratoga, we 6Dould still be col onies of 

England." 

This is interesting, this is amusing , b t it tg1 t 'J 

~~.~:zdi ... t{,i"?:,~-e~/~~". 
I have called a ttention to these two view-points becaus e 

they illustrate t he real necessity of looking into the cause 

and tho result as ~ell a s the fact , which we must do if we 

are to gain any benefit in the pres ent from t he lessons which 

undoubtedly exist in history. 

The familiar poem o:f southey sums it up. 

It ~as a summer evening; 
Old Kaeoar'e work was done. 

And he, before his cottage door, 
Was sitting in tho sun. 

And by him sported on the green 
His little grandchild, Wilhelmine. 

She saw her brother, Peterkin, 
Roll something large and round 

Which he beside t he rivulet. 
In playing there had found. 

He ca~e to ask ~hat he had found 
That was so large and smooth and round. 

Old Kaspar took it from the boy, 
Who stood expectant by. 

And then the old man shook his head, 
And, with a natural sigh, 

"Tis some poor fellow's skull," said he, 
nlfho fell in the great victory." 



Then, you r emember, old Kaspar goes on to tell of the 

Battle of Blenheim, and at the end says: 

"And everybody praised the Duke, 
Who this gr eat fight did win." 

"But what good came of it at last?" 
tuoth little Peterkin. 

"lfhy,that I cannot tell," said he, 
· "But t' was a famous victory. " 

What good came of another famous victory - the victory of 

Montcal m at Oswego in 1756, that we commemor ate to-day? Are 

we celebrating a date merely or the f ac t of a battle? or~~~ 

we go away a f ter the exercises shaking our heads a nd murmur i ng, 

like Old Kaspar, "Why , t hat I cannot tell, but t•v.a s a f amous 

~ictory?" There are lessons, there is inspiration, to be 

gained to-day. Do not fear that I •111 at t emp t to recite the 

details of the facts - of the events which oc curr ed . But I 

would~ sketch, very briefly, tho plac e which the battle 

and the cocrmander hold in t heir relation to the history of 

many peoples in two continents . 

,._. In about the year 1750 , two great for ces, oi•• • • g ""'"'~/ 
- -- t-~ .4:' .... fttt>t>d.o without material interference , had at last come into ' 

cont act with each other. The advance of the British Colonies 

had been a natural growth - a normal pushing back of the 

wild erness f r om the seaboard by virtue of increasing population; 

an advance not military , not r eligious, not political, but an 

advance of healthy colonization . 
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On the other hand, the French position on the Continent 

was comparatively artificial. For a century, explorer and 

priest and voyageur had laid bare the secreta of the rivera 

and lakes and woods of the great Middlw West and had established 

co~unication between t he st.Lawrence and the vast Territory 
<?a-.:~·-< 

of Louisiana. ~ut what had they ~~ besides the 

knowledge of the trails and streams? A few trading posts 

perhaps, a few eo-called converts among t?e Indiana; ~ that 
.k-P""Z4-~~ 

is all. But in doing this, the French had succeeded where the 
~-<'Z A 7.4-t::e_ 

Bri tish had failed: "#iey had not colonized • .., they had not 

developed the wilderneaa ,!~they had established a highly 

concentrated organization. What they l acked in numbers, they 

made up for in cooperative eff iciency. A few hundred Fr ench-

men were, as a matter of fact , the absolute rulers of all 

this vast country. They were the r epresentatives of a totter­
a--. 

ing monarchy, of a discredited form of government, of~ 
~r~.......... u~~ ~v/'..3- · 

t.-t~e·l<lil•*-<• •fit~i~ 1:9Jltli ••lf:iL M • • t u n; and yet, for 

years, by sheer vitality, by organized effort, by a united 

front, they staved off the inevitable. Montcalm was the 

embodiment of all that was beat in French-America. He fell, 

the victim not of Wolfe ' s army, but of the inevitable con­

flict between the past and the future. 

The weakness of the British Colonies was the usual 

weakness of Anglo-saxon peoples, a lack of preparation for 
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,4/l--.<11!~ (lh.o. c..._·/. 

~. The Colonies were going each their own road, thinking 

of commerce first, and caring for the development and control 

of the Continent only in- so-far as their safety from attack 

in the rear and the success of the fur trade aff ected their 

pockets. Parkman sums up the s i tuation when he says: 

"This war was the strife of a united and concentrated 

few against a divided and discordant many. It was the strife 

too of the past against the future; of the old against the 

new; of moral and intellectual torpor against moral and 

intellectual life; of barren absolutism a gainst a liberty, 

orude, incoher ent , chaotic, yet full of prol ific vitality." 

Tihy , then, did Montcalm capture Oswego? Why did French 

arms seem so long victorious ? The fort at this place was , as 
&;.c;:;; 

we all know, the chief rel iance of the C~nies bet~een Lake 
o'\ 

Champlain and Pittsburg , and it was the principal thorn in the 

flesh of the Frenchmen. Here on the l ake, opposite Fort 

Frontenac, it stood~ a constant menace to the great l ine of 

communication with the Mi ssi ssippi . Here was a danger spot 

which threatened the St .Lawrence and the Ohio. The French 

knew all this, but the Colonies of England were blind to their 

!.~--~ 
The Assembly of the Colony of New York was so busy ~ 

advantage . 

~ , *-B the Governor thet it refused to give aid to the western 
J;_.,; /'.it::~~~ &. -'.-~ _ ... 

:!'rontier. so it was ~ PGI!l" otll ,;Giv. Braddock 11as defeated 



-6-

in Pennsylvania, every Englishman was driven east of the 

Alleshenies, and then oswego fell. The success of the French 

seemed a ssured. A handful of men, comparatively, based on a 

wilderness, had driven t he British f4l~~t~ almost back t o the 

s eaboard. 

At last, of course, the awakening came ; the giant child 

began at last to realize his strength. The Colonies excelled .., .. 
New France i n numbers, i n wealth, in r esources, a hundred fold. 

And,..cftpa," • .., they wer e victorious . 

The historian Greene has called the French and Indian 

~ar the birth of the his t ory of the United s tates . I f this is 

so , we oan learn a less on from its history . ~e can learn thst 
h. i&:l¥-

strength such as Montcalm had is
4

of no avail. That unity and 

organization in a nation amount to nothing if the social atruc-

ture is l acking. We may have armies and navi es of the 

greatest , but in t h e end they will go down t o defeat if the 
~~.e&...ll"( ~ 

people at home.on t he f arm,or in the t owns are ~ 
~<A>-. ~ ~ ~A. ~? ... ~....r-':re--4 
-· I I . 

And we learn that the f i ght at oswego availed Montcalm 

nothing in the end. It had, and will have, however, through 

all ti~e , a lesson f or the vanquished. At bottom, the British 

Colonise were sound. They lacked unity, they were given to 

bickering& and surface jealousies, ee4.-~•~•~• .. rwt.-.. .-~Ik; ~ 
1; RF . I 
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~ were caught unprepared for war, but the inherent 

soundness of the foundation carried them to victory in the 
~.,._. 

end. To-day ~Aultimate victory would be more diff icult. 

To- day 11e f i ght with four t een-inch guns at ranges of t•n miles. 

'l'he pistol in the top bur eau dra,.er is no l onger of the same 

avail as was the old musket over the chimney. 

Confli ct , like everything else in modern c ivilization, 

is so compl icated that prepera;ion is essential. That is why 

~~~~--~ we have our~· and that is why.Ohlill<ahead . 

No one desires wa r to-day . We nre all striving - army and navy 

alike - to prevent its occur r ence. But no one can guar antee 

t o the American people that there will be no more war. And 

until that day comes, the example ~f Montcalm~ 
~ and the lessons of the conflict between the Fr ench and 

better things. 
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