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Dec . 29, 19<\8 

f peech 11 '1he National Importance of Cl ean El ections" 
before the ~:ational Louncil of the t..ommon Council 
Club, Washington , D. c., February 25 , 1914. 
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th~ Com..,on Cour..sel Club on "1~."he ::-arionel I tipor";:-""ca c! Cl·J'l'l 

:lt..·Ct ions . ;, He said , Dmont othc:- tf:.ir.ca : 

11 _\t n tiMe ·::hon our tho::~.et:.ts ere tu.!'nrd to t1f~ frE3t con-

tive e"d other eovern'!lentol Action nocessnry to o~rr~r i"lto 

c~:cct o~r solutio"ls of those prcblerne , it is so~ct~n~s n rood 

thinrr to pr.use for e !!lorncnt and ccnaid~r th~ br·~ic princirlc 

of rt.:pr\:lBl.'nt.:--tivc e-o'\o·cr;'L'".lent - - tht: prinC'ipla ~h"t ~:cr·r c:ti.z~;n 

i s cnti tl(;d to a f:·t.:c e~.o:p!~ ession o: hi;; o:>ir..ion tLrol:d: ;;ht 

bellot. '.'i& must , an::ort~nrtely, adn!l:t thot , in rG"'ir.f o•1r 

poli ticnl hiJtorr, -;;c co1.1e across iucident rft "r inci~:: ::nt of 

the croo~ed coanti!'lf, cf b::llots , of the !HA.rcilnue ni rlec:ic:.s , 

of the influsncir-g c~ votes by illegal or unnorol !Oler.ns . l.'li 

while it is prob!lbly fair to sr.y thPt thcl co,.,ditions unJ~r w!1ich 

the vot~s of th~ country r.re cest to- day c.re vr·r.tl:r clcnnor , 

Y[1.3'tly nero honest , thg.n during mo.n~· perio~lS in tht.! pns b , yet 

no ma.n ·.-10uld bo so bold ~-s to sry tr..:·t t'iH.:rL is not roo~ :or 

distir~ct ir.'lprov~..;Ment. It ie ~h .. cesonr~· or.l:,r "';o r.ontion such 

c:!- 1 896 , '.'.'hen , ~s f· r as •1e r-re hu..,anly able to judec , the cic-

~f':.t of :Ir . Br:;r·n \':.;s ·k'"'d.e possible onl y b;,.· th~ flood ci' ::~or.~:.~ J 

'"hich pourvd i nto t'te coffers of the !'el)u' lic"n pert:• , t~ rcc.l-

i:e thut the b-:1llot Co; hns failed in o'..lr o·.·:n ;lic.r '"'"ld f.'C'I"l,..&':·tl 1 
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to giv..: the true ~>-TrC<"iS10n for ·.inic.:: i.'t w:ls iht~!J.U.Cd, r.r.d ...... 

~r. n uho is ctiv~ 1n 'o! .it i cr..l lif..,. t()- clt:,• , r;o m~t.tcr •:.,.hr.t h~s 

pnrty , nuat , 1f iw is c&.nd.!.d.. , -d.,it -'a;o hi!r.:;;t,,.:J.f thr t e:n•.CJS t;1'll :!. 

c:c<.st and wl 1:.. continae to exist unless tho pr oblem i~ brourht 

oo1 dly fotth before t1lc eyes of the people end c. ticmrna is redo 

oy the l eadurG thnmselves ·ch, t an ond be pu~ to pr;.ctices ~ho. t 

ere not r.nd can nc.vcr be consonant with thv cood covernrnent of 

the country . llany men in puclic life - men who hova occupied 

positions of honor €.'1<1 rcspP.ct in the eyes of thu r.ction - have 

hesitctod to look the fe.cts sqae.rely in t~c face . ilo gre.-tc r 

service could be done to t he co=try b~' any pcrty th:-.n the 

ecoompli shment of pleoing our el ections once ann for a l.l upon 

en honest , clean and unquestionable basis . 


	00258
	00259
	00260
	00261
	00262

