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Aftor tho sale of the Frierte "Alliance" in 1 78 5 the United 

StE'.tes c~ent1 et'i t o h~~.vc a Ne.vr. ! 1 ia . o:f' couxfe, ! ull l:rH'W!l t hat 

the prscent llaV!' o;: tt·f! Uni te~ .. teLo '•~·~ h'' nririn in the Ac t 

(;f the 

acttrnl work 

known. 

oomm.rp.:•ae . Almost inunadi.a.telv c"•l'u .i.: tht.:. l· lo 1C. ,, · t-'hf1 Co .. !ulutiona r y 

\f'lr Aro~rtcsn ~~erohant veq~elr: bep;o.n t o aufi'el" f Toru the ,topred.a­

t tone of oor'l!l.l.:ru •Jt.:lunftlllt-" to .. 'H,; nurh~·-.. \ ~v,-e~"s. :n 1706 the 

e.nd tho i'!o ... itei'l'&auu.n (.CJl'tiHn~J ... v ,,1 , .... r•Jot e~ .eli ny !tt.' CVl·tjea.irs .. 

pillfl' , iM shown. h., t.U old lo v: c ... :- ~ou .. .; 1\C •. i r:. iJ ~- po~oCt..t:\ion oi the 

library oi Li • .:. ... :av.;/ Dc41artment a:t .. :liJ!Jll'l.,•?ton. 1lu .. navy llepart-

mont did n<>'t , Of COlt't'Se, CC>l'l~ into ~X~B tcnce W!'oii!> 1790 llllJ ihls 

book oontt~inu .ho OT.!.t- .1~ -;.tc or o"'· t he ,.ar .o.~ape.rtment ubioll conoorn 

lfavy affa:l.ra f rom l'l :i\l unt il lila \meinelio wne turuod owr t o the 

llnvy Department in 1798 . 
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The ~iret entry , date~ October 30 , 1790 - noarlr four 

yearn befo:r!> tbo fi rct ebi ps r el't! a':ltl<oriee,:. - 1r a eow of a 

l etter f~om Captain John Foot er ~il11rmc , f~rmerlf ~! the 

!.l(l.eo&ohu.-e t1,a navy 11\ t l•e F"'t"ol ut1on, t :. thr See.tetlu::r of llr.r , 

eendillf.: h1N, ag1·eeebJ y t o l>i a 1'e ~·tc,9t , r" c>:L illlb t o o: a f r i gate 

of 900 tum; , thua £-r ovirlrr t ht:Lt r t thi~ o~:dy ds.ttt 1l•t> e.Om1n1etra­

t1on of l'r ea1dent Wt< Ah1ngton m'" gatherinf' U..tn r Bt;l>l'•U ng the 

builcli~ of ships of wtn·. \'h1L i R ft•JJ or.~J. i13 <•e'l. i.wal.oo of eoet 

no .l'li;.t o ;: of! icere 

and ore" . of provisione , of ce11B und rir:C1t>8' , ~.nd o~ the ~o nnual 

e.x:,>anne of maintene.nQe. !:he lrtte r - hool< r•l•OfiC t h«t i u 1791 thece 

and o Lh"r estimates we re R•tbm1 ttn<' ' c ' GOr.l'u.i i t!l'l of f;;, e .,,·nat-. . 

lio action set•"\r:.J tc b~.ve lc(- r tt'kt~n , h owevo:r , b.UC. l:itt.t dopre­

dat lone oi ''"" Ba::'ba r y ~tatea oonti nuon nn1'11 i n 179:; uv<lL' a 

Uodgclon , o f o'hl.1adel ,>h1n , anb'lli t t e<! en 0•1tlL1ete of thf' co t<l, cf a 

f r i ga te of from eizh i~ to h-,rl vu ilW tf1_:r.,...tl ":onp. Hi a fis ures 

ehow il3 16 9 pel' tfln, 

r oeol ut ion '"l'hot ~ rlevlll force !'~.E•nu t n 1 o tb.e p1·ot ecti on of t'!le 
oommeroa ocl tho unitt~d Zt ntee , ll{"nin~t t hr Alge.rine coraW.l'B, 
o~ht to l>o provl.doil . " A oo:nm11.t" " r c -:' vhi ch loir . Tholf~D ?itz­
s i mons was chairman , was appoint~:d 'to r eport. Tho .;oor c t ary of 
war ae'rlt to thi o oommittoe on JM uar;r H h tha octi t:atea nae.~ i n 
1790 for buil di ng and o~nipping frigates , and al so the esti mate 
ma do by samuel Eodg~on . ~~o weeks Jnt er the committ ee r eport ed 
that i n vi ew o f t he size of the naval f or ce of the Algeri nes they 
would reeo~nend t he t f our eh1pe of 44 gm1~ f'aoh en~ two zh1pe o~ 
24 guns ea oh would be suffici ent to protect the oomme roe of the 
Unit ed Stat es1 thut the oost of t h is fo rce would amount t o 
8600 , 000 , and that t he a nnual expense of maintenarioe would be 
$247 960. The oommittee further p roposed t he leTJ1ng of ce rtain 
addi tional duties to pay for this armament. Closel y followi ng thi e 
the f irs t bill to cr eat e a n&TJ pa ssed Congres s and wa s approved on 



but 1 t 1'1!18 provided "that i f " peace shall tnr.e pl e.oe between the 

Unite~ nt atoa and tho Regency of Algi ers no further ,rooeed1ng 

shal l be h&.ii under the Act. • 
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Ma rch 2 7t h. Ita preamble reao!5ni ~aa the con s1derat1o.ae whJ.oh 

induced 1 te paaeage i n tho :fo llowing wonly: " \ihoraae , t he 

depredations commi tted oy tuo Algerine ( oraairs 0n th e co~~eroe 

of the tini ted d ~niee ,.cem1ol' i t neoueaary t hat a nn•Tal t ore" should 

be provided for 1 t B pr otec t ion -- '3e it , "·'"raforn , .;naoted" , etc . 

Th:e l aw provided bJ P1U'Olv<ae or bull<itng for f um' anipu Lo carry 

fo rty- four gu>te on~ two shtp e t <:> oal'•'ll i.l1 i ,·ty- s ix g un tl each. The 

appropri'ltion made '>vailnbl o wee ~686,'1'!6.82 . 1 

The 1/!lr Depar tmen t m~.de im!J!e<ii!lt e pre~an-ciona . Tn 'l letter ­

book ehowe that Jo,.bua Rumphroye, of Philadelphia , ~t t~t t ime 

the seat of Lh d ;la"tiona l Government , wee v 9rbally a Aked t o make 

ca l cnla"tiona of IJI6.t er1.als hnd _prioee . u"l tlnri l l et , 1 79 4 , ~ 

John Heclrott, of S!iliebury, tJass. , t he iluil der of t he "Alliance" 

of ih.e Revol u tion , ws z a sked to COI1B t o ~hiladelphi 'l. for the pur-

pose of g iv11J!:f hi e 8 6.Vice. un Apr il <!l e t t:.e Socret,..ry 'l ;f t h e 

Treasury was n o t l. f:i fld t h• t tb.- Presln P.n t '>o.d necide~ tha1. t no 

Philadel pl•1u FoJ11l Portsmou th , 1f1rtriJ1ie , o.n•' i-hr. 36- r,m :f.rieates 

one ee ch in -~uJ tilllfll·~ anr.. dhn:.·1ce1. on , K. r. . ~he lt tOJ oa t'or L..ha 

t i llibe ::-s \";ere 11Irrephrin,e- and ne•_.'t'ly f tni ahelh r: • I li apr,eal~a to 

have been the <l -.ty o.- the .>ecretacy o! ·•ne •: r ee zu:cy tn tfU<A ub&rge 
db 

of the pur cha se of matari~ cnu Joshua H>~phreys ' estimate, ~iving 

a compl ete lit!t li1 &h o varietloc end etzes of timber unil p l ank 

for a frigate of J( 14'1' kesl , 43 ' beam , 1 4 1 hold, 6 ' 9" betvteon 
wo.i4U. 

decks a nd 7' ~· wes sent to the Treasury Departmeltt . It was 
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e..ggeeted that the live oak tmd r~d coder be obtalntod f :r01n l he 

i sl ands of Gaorgia e.nci t hat the vessel s be oonatruotod under 

the direction of agents. no deci s ion had bean reached on build­

ing by agntraot , though Gene:ral Knox, the seoretary of ~ar says 

" I should find great e~tiefaction 1!! a .:lontrac1; l f ?Jl9 upon 

solid price could be obta i ned." Several otne1· es t1mv.t ee ~·e re 

made an d the letter-uo?k ccnt ol a~ an inien•cti ng liot c f di:nen­

e ione of ot·cr s i xty :;·r anch Wlil :·r;.::liLili vN ~all! , 1.o1.1. t.trnhipo 
~.u 

and '-it;~ }'r . 1'umphre:ta f•u~strttt~ted ::. n.tt!.el of h prcpceed. 

fr i g&te of 147' keel lm.d 42 ' bo:..:~ ' 'nd G~uraJ. l'noz a.pprnl'e to 

ht;ve aokod 'the cpinioll" uf RCV<l:'t:tl g en1leucr, on t he sailing and 

f i ghting tp1•.\l~.tice o:!: each G. o:up. 

r a.ry buil/ling for the .'ll\king of moo.d!l • Cr. J uM :!5'.;h \ t I'!'BB deter-

llorfol ll: and Josnu.a J: lll'lpnro.:re &t l'hilt.d~l;,>Lia. . '!Ic.nry Jc.cl<:::on wee 

&ppointE>:L ::.....v:.l egon l al llof.tn:~ ; ,Jo;ill ll)·;g.:;e , ~t new ':!o 'l.'l:: , and 

Jer emi ah l:eJ.lot !).t ~~bl,tli.,l. 'L~::.: . liu.nplneys' coJLpcnr..:.tion o~.s 

pl aced n.t ~l! . ()OU !JOl:Yt·nunn.t , 'l~o <'v te j:·(,q ~.nr, J,n·r.nrtono f i rst of 

May "in oona1:10 r uttoJ1 <>:i: his iocoasant n,>§:!.i oation t o the public 

inte rest in adjusti ng tho prinol,>loa o:L thil e~ • .i.p , d::-·m! n:; up 

draughts and maKing model>!/.~· 't 
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It TJ:lO dooidod t'Ulot the prino1ga1 part of tha IJJII.tbl'illl -­

t imber, il'O>t , cordage 1\nd sail <:loth would be pl'ocured in Jlur­

euanoe of a epe~ial urrangemant th1~ugh tnu Sooretar~ o~ t ho 

Treasury. ~he l<l.bor an.! all other ul!ltari<>ls uould bo .,roeured b7 

the ns.val ag'lnt , tr!lo '"ould reeQ1.ve a oonlulit..oioa o..: ?.-1/G~. T".4e 

constructor lfOnJ.d be rttsponsible i'or vll teohnice.l dott.iln und the 

e:>reoution of the ·•or:tr •oonJ.d l)e unde1· u oap :;•)tn outin..; ·~ :JU,!larin­

tendent. In addition to the 1•r~vtoue "-'•'oi.1t"'IIO"lt!l t'lo •:oll(nine; 

naval e.;;ert3 wora chosen: 'iilli::.m •ennook , ~t !lorfo~.k , ~ rr.to;t &nd 

Smith , ~t .Pbiladel:?h~a , f!n3 ,Jolin J.engdon , "'"'' tt'hon Jsoob Jhoaffe 

was lc.te1· euoe ti tuted, 4t i'orte11outlo , :I.'!. l'ro"' tho lnttor loca­

tion 1t is made olea·r t;,J L it h~ d boon d~oi<ted to bniH. one o'f the 

36- t;un frigates ot "ortmnonth, t;. «: ., inst~"':u ~f at Ghl'lrle:Jton, s.c., 

BD prc1!iOUsly tmete:Jt~d . ~leo , t.ho &'iz Ol!~ltO.in~ ~h'l b·•d boon ep-
.1 

pointed by tl'.e irPoid'lnt ,.,,liB BC'-Ii11Jud • 3 >;:t'!l!'''1aton1cnta of oon-

struotion as :t'ollo~s: ·'ohr· llez!'~• . fer ~ho .Jl i !' lmildin? 1.t 0h1.1a­

delpb1n ; ~n:mtol llichoJnon, 1\i: "o•'•on; ; il .. c '.'~Jb~t, at """' Yt-rk; 

SeP-ver hi t'ortl'l!t<'U h, ''·'' · ~nrJ;· in /Uf"uet l'r. llevitl. ~toMcr was 

appointed n'lval oonstt,t'ltor at 'ieltiw'll'o. 'lr. ,'ohn L\or~;t.n , who had 

been appointed navRl con11tru::tor Bt _: or:t'olr: , •we £cnt ecuth t o super-

intend the cu1.ting and pl"Ap&Tation ol 1.he timber in Georgie . The 

choice of Georg•! Gl.:!lhOI'IlO to Lc naval oonetruotor at New York, of 

Jll!Iloe Haokett at Portsmouth , 11. 1:1 ., sud of E'oreman Cheeseman at Her­

folk; and the sppo1.ntment of Isaiah Cox ae navaJ. agent at Philadel phi a, 
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~ldbaxrixiu.UxDufhxJillxMI!!hJ!ti~ 

~JiJIUxd'x~U compl eted the personnel of the 

new work. 

Meanwhile the detail ed drawings and meaeuremonte were heine 

rapidly pushed by Joshua Humphreys, while Captai n Thomas Truxton 

was worki ng on the spar and sail plana. The drawings wore com­

pl et ed by Joshua Humphreys before October let and i mmediately 

questions arose as to the oho1oe of certain mat erial s . q~ 

Humphreys appears to have advocate d the use of pine boame ins tead 

of oak. In this he was supported by Capt ain Barry, and tho Secre­

tary of War after some hesitation decided on pi tch pi ne beams for 

the 44- gun frigate to be built in Philade~phia. Captai n Barry , 

however , jolurnoyod to Georgi a to inspect the standing l i ve oak 

end ae a r esul t of this visit it was deci ded that oak should be 

used for the floor!~ and r i si ng timbers of the f riBates . In 

order to prevent all errore the molds preps red by Mr. Humphreys 

were ehl.pped to Georgi a and it was directed the. t tho timber be 

cut in January and February , these months being recommended as the 

moat suitable of tho year for cutting timber. 

In this oonneot1on it may be of interest to give extracts of 

the principal di mensions of tho fri gates , as con t ained in Humphreys ' 

f inal ~ .. kf,...;t;; 
44- Gun Frigates 

Length of gun deok from rabbit of stem t o poet 174 ' 10-l/2" . 
Length of keel 146 '. 
Molded breadth of beam in the extreme part 43 ' 6". 
Hei gh t of wi ng transom above rabbit of tho keel 26 ' 8- l/2" 
Hei ght of lowo r deok transom above r abbit of keel 20 ' 9" . 
Hei ght between gun deck and lor;er deck 6 ' 4" . 
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36-Gun Frigates 

Length of gun deck f r om rabbt t of ' stem to poet 163 ' 7" . 
Le~th of keel 136 '. 
Uolded breadth of beam in extreme ,part 40'. 
Hei ght of wing transom above r abb• t of keel 24 '. 
Height of lower deck transom above r abbf t of keel 19 ' 2" . 
Hei ght between gun deck and lower deck G'. 

I n both types of ship the keel to be of good sound white oak in three 

pioctb , the middl e piece to be .not l ees than ei ghty feet. 

In December the Secretary of Wa~/at the request of t he House of 

Reprosontativss , submitted a report showing the progr ess made up to 

that time. He cnlls attent ion to the difficulties of construction 

i n tho followi ng terms: 

"fltb few or no materials of any s ort either for 
oonstruotion or equipment existed i n thei r proper shqpe; 
that rrerything j_f not to be creat ed was to be modi fied; 
that t he wood of which the f r ames were to be made wore 
otandinr, in the f orests; the iron for tho cannon lie i n 
its natural bed; and the flax and hemp perhaps in their 
seed; that the mat eri als will soon be col l ected and the 
buil dinr vigorously pushed, so that t he fri gates accord­
i ng to the opinions contained in tho documents herewith 
submi tted may be afloat in the course of the year 1795. " 

In view of tho l a t ot• hi story of our first f rigat es , and especially of 

the r ecords of the •constell a tion" , "Constitut ion• , and "Uni tad st a t es• 

the followi ne, quotation f rom the r eport of Joshua Humphr eys i s of in 

t erest: 
"As soon· es Congress had agr eed to build frigates , 

it \7aS contempl a t ed to make them the most powerful, and 
at the same time t he most useful ships. Aft er the most 
ext ensive researches and mature deliberations t heir 
dimensions were fixed and I was directed to prepare 
the dreteht e; Which was accordingl y done and approved. 
~ose pl ans appear / to be similar with those adopted 



--6--
by Fr ance i n thei r gr eat experience in naval 
a r chi teoture ; they havi ng out d011n several of 
t heir 74 ' s t o make heavY f r igat es; maki ng t hem 
nearl y of the di mensions of thooe f or the United 
s tat es . From t he construction of t hese ships i t i s 
t~xpeoted t ho commanders of t hem will have it in 
t heir power to engage or not ony shi p as t hey may 
thi nk proper; and no ship under 64 now afloa t but 
wha~submit to them : These r easons are par amount 
to all objeoti.ons and annihilated opposi t i on . " Scft; 

11lc report of ~enoh Coxe , Commissioner of the Hevenue ,11 th
at 

work had already begun in cutting the t i mber fl. Geor gi a . , Al so , tha t 

a contract had been executed with Messr s . Levf Holl inguworth 1Json & 

Company, of Jer sey and Pennsylvania f or ni nety- two tons of cannon 

ball and three hundred and f orty tons of kontledgs . Another don­

traot wi th IKe s ere J . J . Faesoh &: Company , of !lew Jer ney , for ni nety­

e i ght tons of cannon ball and t wo hundred und f l f t y- si x t ons of 

kentle~e • ..mother contract nith the Cooil Iron ~<>mpany , of "ary­

l and, f or hal f of the 24-pound cannons. Another oo~~ with 

Messrs. Brown , Francie and Compaa, , of Providence , for ona- third 

of the 24-pound cannons , and a cont1·a ct with t ho Boston Company 

f or sail cl oth for all the frigates . 

In Jauuer$ , 1796 , General Knox was succeodQd by Timothy 

Pi cker ing as Secretory of War, but t he organization ~building the 
1\ 

frigates does not appear t o have been changed i n any way. In Feb-

ruary, 1795 , a quantity of copper arrived for the ships f rom Europe . 

As the v~rk progressed numerous questions rogardi nB material s a rose , 

btit i t appears tho t e very effort WJ.B used to buil d the shi ps i n the 

most dttrabl e way possi bl e . Some of the constructors desired to use 
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inferior mat eri al s for the deadwood , but i t wee ascertained that 

11 ve oak could be obta ined end its uee ••Btl inBi eted on. Captain 

Dal e, who wee snpervieinp, the construction of the frigate a t Nor­

folk applied for and wee granted a fUrloU?;n f or the purpose of 
! ,) 

mPki np; a voyBf7e to Ch!.ne.l and hie work "'-'B put in the hands of 

Capt ain Samuel llarron. -.!oci_jn the absence of~ John l.!orgen 

in Georgia Josiah Fox , Humphreys ' assistant in dral~ting the 
a.J} 

origill.fll pl ans , wae appointed "'Jt" acting Gonetructor at norfolk. 

In JuJ.y , 1796 , lle eers. Gurney and Smith res1~e1 their agency f or 

the f rigate building at Philadelphia end Kr . ~ench Prhncis was 

appointed naval agent. 
"'-

By thi s t i me , about a year after the prel;pery work had been 

commenced , it booame apparent that the difficulties of getting the 

live oak i n Georgia were greater than had been foreseen. Full and 

regular supplies for only two fri gat es could be kept up . To main­

t ain t he wo r ki np organization on all si x ehips with adequate sup­

plies would have pr oved unnecessarily wast eful and i t was there­

f ore decided on June 29th to suspend the work on the f our ships 

building at Portsmouth, l/. H. , Bo ~tcn , !lew York and norfolk, con­

tinuin~ the building with all supplies avail able at Philadelphia 
I 

and Baltimore . The Secretary of ar cays : 

"Besides the eaviDf' of expense by changi np, the 
plan as now proposed, other a dvantages may arise . 
iwo frigates mny be compl eted many months before tho 
whole i f carri ed on t ogethr r could be f inished; and 
should there be a call for thoir service ' thoy mi Bht 
be &QUi pped and sent to eea vlbilo the reet wo r e pro­
gresd1ng. Some errore may be commi tted in t he con­
struction of the f irst fri gates or i mprovoment e sug­
gested. Then in the residue tho errors may be avoidod 
and tho i mprovements adopt ed." 
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inferior materials fo r the deadwood, but i t was ascertained that 

live oak could be obta ined and its use ~a~ insisted on. Captain 

Del e , who was enpervieiny, the construction of the frigate a t Nor­

fo lk applied fo'J end wee gr8.1lted_, a fur+ough f or the purpose of 

mPking n voyage to CM.na/ end his Vlork was put in the hands of 

Captain Samuel l!arron. -!lold,jn the absence of l!w.._ John l!org8.11 

in r.9orgi a Josiah Fox, Humphreys ' essietant in dr&lghti ng the 
114) 

or:le;in.tl.l pl ans , was appointed ""'f'" acting conetr11ctor at llorfolk. 

In JuJ.y , 1796, lle ssrs. r.nrnoy end Smith resigned t heir ageno;v f or 

the f rigate building at Philadelphia end Mr . Tench Francie l'les 

appointed navel agent. .... 
By this time, about n year after the prel~ry work had been 

commenced , it became apparent t.hat the diff iculties of getting the 

live oak in Georgi a we re greater than he.d been foreseen. Full and 

regular supplies f or only tl'lo frigates could be kept up. To main­

t a in t he workitll\' organization on all si x ships with adequat e sup­

plies would hove proved unnecees•rily wa steful end it was there­

f ore deoid6d on June 29th to suspend the work on the four ships 

building at Pcrtsmouth , U.H. , Boston, Ilew York and Norfolk, con­

tinuin~ the building with ell supplies avail able a t Phila delphia 
/ 

and Bel timore. The Secretary of ;:ar says : 

"Besides t he savi ng of expense by changi np, the 
plan sa now proposed, other advantages may arise . 
~'wo fr i gates may be completed many months befor e tho 
whol e i f oerried on together could bo finished; and 
should there be a call for their service~ they might 
be equi pped end sent to eea whilo the res' wore pro­
gresSing. Some errore may be commi tted in t he con­
etT.llction of the first frigates or improvements sug­
ge sted. Then in the residue the errors mny be avoided 
end the i mprovements adopted." 
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!l'il!lothy !'1oko:-1ne ' s roport to Cone-reno nho"'s l.ho p.,.o~raas 

o:! tllo nor:k up to Dooember 12 , 179f.i. He ntut.>~ '.hat ull :.ho live 

oak timber will bo out Fnd tn<neportod •,, the ditforent ships at 

furLhost 1>:' t!ln "'l'!:<t m1 'l···.n=er. "'h' ;(,,nl of 'Ohe fti ""te at Phila­

delphiu had been oo,.,lcted ~.nd lui<l 011 ': .• hJ oc r:• , th~ t>ieoee 

bol tod to '>>>on othur; the :::tern .P:rome conpJ.otod nnd :.·oc•dY f or 

l'aiaing ; two-thirdn of the llvg oa1< :'or 'he :fr vrne r&o,.ived ; many 

of Lhe frt'm!!D l?"'t togeth'3r r."d bolted; ,\,o-tbi.rclc o t ,;,o planking 

reouiv~d; the door: heal!le , 11ve-ot. :t lffi0<'3, .naAts, hovm)Jrit , yards 

and t!lotr o;>ars proo!U'ed; ~h<> Ci)pper shca'.hin;~ reon1vcd nnd muoh 

of th" cqui :>osnt , i .r!Cl::tdin.r.: ev•3n ti:o cma~~n(; tor tho color<l war& 

alre~ in tbe public ato~ea . 

Th"J A4- gu.a fr.i.r;~te et lie-.~ .:ork l1Cl1 her Jtool cou1_vlctcd and 

l atd on •he illoub. C'lle pi,oe.l boltod 'l;o LUOil otllllr " nd ~;bout 

a quarter o: the lJvg oe!t :jir'.l} .;:r.· ~u;.• tht ! r6.DtO hrld r-ri'j •;otl . ~he 

stern f r ame 103~ not ,vet COillpleto .u:ii F r 7t•r t.:l trc.n~omc 1:c:e w •. ..ating; 

the pJ.enk~ for th~ ou1ccld" <•:' ,,,,, uh:'., '·'co noo 'lY ~Jl <.at lllid a 

great pnrt had been p1•t in the r:~>P. wc.tor -~~ draw out the ssp and 

f1n1ch1nt· en~ t\ll tr " ;1ocrm:c.ry o(•nt~·act ' ~ntflr!.d in to .-.r.d 

artlol ee dntl;r m·ri"~ll<?· Unf.o::-tuT...,_i;oJ~ E l;l.r~e ocr.ootler ''ith 

l ive oak bound t o !lew York WEill ~ :>ot on C;r.po l!attert.s Wl tt 1w:uy 

of the prinoip~l ri~ccs o~ timber necessary for the fra~e . 

The lmel of the 4{- gun f r igutc builtl1ne at Boeton w3a completed 
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and laid on the blocks; the stern freme llll"oci. ,.ned;!" to '~'111M: 

abont. two-thirds of tb.e 11vo no.!': t1!'1bera re~~1 v ee end s erest 

part halted together in fr&cee end rea~ to put iato tho shiv; 

t"ll pl~nk1n,~ had been receiv<'d •n<l '1m3 •cr::>nn1Jli"; thi' llOp,pfJr 

wee in the publio storeo; '!'hn cpP:r,.. r;~rC" -ecC.zr for r:vrld.Jlf: &nd 

!J.ll oont:·nct., in c fcl'\'c rd et.otr . 

About th~ et<Jllo eta to of oomplotion t'!'P~~•:; in the Cte.ec of 

tho 'l-~-f"Ull f.d!;t!t8 bu1J e.inf At t!c•rfo]l;, 

Tho 36-put :l'rlf:::>.te at Es.ltl'll~rc hr~. tN l.:< •1 :.oH on the 

blooka end bol'tod tor;ethc.r. 'i'!•o-tM.r da of ~ha cal. timbE>r had 

a:--rl.vod; part of it hcd bocn tvlt~~ torPtbu· in :f_t-!11"&; JTuch of 

the 1'lnnk ru::.d ell of the oopper l.ed bcfl'n 2'"0<.,.~.!. "''~ t1.; "' .. he cps.l·a v.ertt 

read~ ~or C.ellvecy; the boute 'tt:11<1il't au<l ~he ~ " '..i<.l&~ c.outracted 

for da11:;- 0 ,-':'iVitJ!!/ 

ThP eon:liti<-n <'f the "6- R'tln. f ... 1-.rt• l)u1 ,din~ P.t -ort"nouth , 

fl . H. • ~PlWal':l .i.o e.bont ~he c.rune stf'tr:: o ..... frl"WkrG.JJ~ae . 

l'een.,hilC! , lhl l'epf'rtme"lt ~~ Et1 te l-. od COl tlnued 1 ts neeot1a­

t1 one ~'>1 th t ho :Dey of Algiel::S· ~ treaty trrHJ ~nt~1·e.J J.nto on the 

6th of Saptt>nblll', 17nr., 'l>y r ·:t1 • !I +hr. Jl6 ;;' •····eel\ uot t~ ,,o, rr.t 

American elJi)!io>lXIIS in oc-notller&tl 011 ~ !' Pn "'11111£'.1 )>&)'m<nt t~ '11m 

b~ the Unit ed :Jto.tel'l at1d oth"r conHt1onG. 'Thls 1ree.ty ""c dul;r 

forwarded to the United Statee sn~ t~o ~r,~ident .. t once osl1ed 

the attention of Conp-eso t o the fsot th .. t in acco'!'dalloe l'l'tth the 

existing law no further pro~ress could b8 mede in build!~~ tho 

frigates , peace with Algiers having been oonoluded. 
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In response to inquiries Congres s was inf ormed that i t was 

esti mated that $463 , 272 would be n6ceseary t o complete tho fri ga tes 

in addition t o t e original appropr iation of $688 , 888,82 . The 

l otterbook a l so contains under date of January 20 , 179&, a state­

ment of t he quantity of materials most essential for ~uilding the 

frigate s for the service of t he Uni tea :;t,.·t es , the quantity of 

each articl e actually d el1.verod into t ilu na·vy yardc untl wha t 4.&-~ 

deficient, and an account of the monies al ready expe.aOnd. C~n­

gres s , on April 20th , paseed an aot authori zi ng the President 

t o continue the construction and equipment of two of the f rigates 

of 44 guns and one of t he f rigates of 36 guns end appropriati ng 

for this purpose tho unexpended balance of the original appropria­

t ion intended for the oix fr1gatec , ana a l so the sum of ~0,000 

Whi ch had be on appropricted on Ju.ac 9 , 1794, for t he prov1a:tonll.l 

equipment of gnlloyG , but no part of ~hich nsd boon oxyended. 7his 

action d1soo:atinuod t~o :-;or k on tho !lthcr t hree frigates , end it 

will be seen t lu> t c t tilio ea rly date Cor.grosa !'.!ilcd to rec-:>gnize 

the needs of tho cot'tnt::-:r c.nd by c half nn:l. ha l f. policy incu:rred in 

tho end g"t'nctor oxponac and lees of.fioicncy. ~e ~oorotary of War 

immediatoly i.souod orders s top!!i ng All ope:retione on the ships 

building at Uow York , Por tsmont h , 1/. H. , end Norfolk £.nd steps were 

taken to sell the peri shable materiel at t h•se pl aces. ~mat-
~v ~ 

oriale ~ could bo used in tho frigat es whoee construction was 

to be continued was ordered shipped to #e~ and t he work a t 

Boston, Philadelphi a and Baltimore wee ordered expedited. By the 



summer of 1796 a portion of the guna v,ere r ecelved , 1\f~roved and 

accepted. 
It appears al so tha t the action of Congress in diooon­

tinuin~ the ~ork on three of the frigates cut of f a t the same time 

the pay of Captains Dal e , Seaver end Talbot: of llav:ll Constructors 

Fox, \Jheosemen Anti anc.zett , Ulld of :laval Acente Bl ugge , Pennock 

and tlh~fo , The officers e. t t hese J!l ecos were directed to lll!lke 

sRtt:J.ble provision for the proper atori~ of mtch timber snd mat­

erislu P.~ wer e not periane.bl o and fo r the , rotection of the keels 

end frames of t he throe ahi pe . !laval Constructor Fox was directed 

to visi t tho yards s.t NeVI York end Portsmouth , H.H. , to inventory 

tho n>ateriele end inspect tha arrangements which had been made for 

the proper preservation of the work a lready done. 

The latterbook, in august 1796 , contain3 the first mention of 

the building of a frigate "f or the edi terranean service." Pro­

posal s wore asked for a 36- gun fri gate and l.!r . ~eokett, of 

Portsmouth , !I.H. , appears to have been the lowest bi dder. He was 

accordingl y awarded 1he contract on condition tha t t he vessel be 

deliv~red compl ete !n ten months ; t hat t he Government would furnish 

the timber , plank, etc. , whi ch i t had in atoro , a t a valuation , end 

that tho United St a tes should appoint en i nspector of the work, This 

f rigate waR , under the agr eement with the Doy of Algiors , destined 

-&2 86'f•eeen't as n p~.rt of the pri ce 11hi ch the United States agr eed 

to pay to insure the safety of our commerce. The Secretary of tho 

Treasury estimated t he whole expense of ful filling the treaty at 

~992,463.25 . The cost of the frigate i ncluded in this sum was put 
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at w99 , 727. ~o build thi s f rif6te much of tho t i mber destined for 

the three vessels which Congress hnd deci ded not to continue nnd 

whi ch had been procured after many di ffioultioe from the f inest 

stock in the country was sent to Portsmouth by direction of the 

Secretary of r.ar . 

~he f i rst menti on or tho famous f i gurehead of the vessel after ­

warda named the "Coneti tution" i s found i n a letter from the Secre­

t ary of ;·:ar t o the Secretary of the Treasury on September 20 , 179&, 
(' 

in which he eays:!.lr . John Skillen of Boston has been mentioned t o me 

by Mr. Rush as a qualified nrtist t o undertake the carving of the 

head or f i gure for the f rigate buildin~ at that town. As it i s 

proper that thi s work should be i mmcdintely commenced you will be 

pl eased to ~iva such orders sa may bo necesenr y on the occasion. 

There i s a. drawing of the figure (u llercules) now preparing which I 

shall send forwar d to Mr . Skill en as soon as f i nished.11 

An i nteresting sidelight on the provin~ of ~una i s gi ven in a 

letter of September 27th. The Secretary of War writes: 

"I believe the best explanation relative to the prov­
i ng by water will be to give l.!r . Hughes n more de­
tniled view of the mode in r1hich the experi ment will 
be directed to be made. ~he object of tho water proof 
is to discover whether there are any holes which pene­
trate through the sides of the canr.on. For thi o pur­
pose the examiners will be instructed, after the cannon 
hove undoreono the proof by powder, to pl ace them upon 
n thick pi eoe of t i mber s o no they may be ensil y made 
t o turn upon it . ~he touchhole will he stopped wl.th a 
wooden peg oo~ctred with tallow. The cannon will then 
be r e i se d , nnd the ohsce surrouz.ded 71i th linen , oo that 
any water whibh may fall dibwn the aides on filli~ the 
bore shall not be confounded with the drops that may 
filtor through the metal, end with t he enme view the 
Tinter will bo poured into the cavi ty by means of tho 
spout of ~~ring pot. The water will be then pressed 
upon by~ covered with thi ck cloth so as to fill 
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exactly the muzzle of t he cannon. Duri ng this 
operation the exterior will be atte~tively watched 
to see whether any water passes through the metal. 
If the least filtration appears the cannon will be 
refused. " 

It is perhaps not surprising that the earl y recorda of our 

Army and Navy show many gun explosions . 

In November , 1796 , the Sooretary of War urge s Naval Con­

structor Stpdder, at Baltimore, to pusb the work with more ex­

pedition, as the other two frigates show greater progress. 

I have been unable to find any data showing how the first 

frigates came to receive their names. The l etter-book is silent 

on this eubJeot and the first mention appears to be in the repo~ 

of Representative Parker from the Committee of the House on Jan­

uary 26 , 1797, in whioh mention i G mode of "The frigate building 

at Philadelphia, of 44 guns, and called the ' United 8tatee ' " , "the 

7ri gat e bu1l din8 at Boston called tbe ' Constitution ' Aof 44 guns" , 

"the frigate ' Constellation' buildiDR at Baltimore of 36 guns. " 

It would be of great interest to dieoo~rwho wee responsible f or 

the seleotj..on of thee~nam s'J ~ ~.~ ~ /kt- J;t ~ 
~"'-t'l'~ -~ 

The report of the Seore ary of War, James UoHenry. to Con-

gress in January, 1797, states : 

"The measures that have been taken to prepare 
the rigging and sai~and to procure the necessary 
stores , and the ad ea made towards the final equip-
ment of the friga~p~ ender it probable that they may 
be go t ready for~ in about t wo months after bei ne 
l aunched. While on thi s subJect permi t me to observe 
that if Congress perceive advantages in the ext ension 
of thei r marine or think it expedient that earl y pre­
caution should be taken to seoure t o the United States 
a lasting fund of live oak for f uture use it will be 
proper that authorit y should be given for the purpose , 
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ae well ne to purcha se a s oite for a navy yard. 
The prohabllity i a that an article so i mportant 
to 1Dl1ri timo nations a s l i vo oak v1ill be s ought 
aft or wiLh muoh avidity e.n <.l that t h o land which 
is clothed wi th it may pass i nto hands that may 
mKke ita atta irunont hereafter more expennive i f 
not impracticable . " 

It may be of interest to not e tha t out of the appr opri ation ~ oz{ 
1799 the llavy Department purchased the sites f or the Navy Yarde a t 

Gosport (now Portsmouth , Va. )~&shington , D . C .~ Philadelphi a , Brook­

l yn , Charlestown and l?ortemouth , ri . H. , and at the same time acnuired 
) . 

Groner ' s leland , three hundred and fifty acres , and Blnokbear~ 

lela nd , sixt een hundred aores , f or the purpose of obtainina a per ­

manent supply of live oak. These lands are at present still owned 

by the Department . 

The Secretary of War made t ho fol lowing stn tements of t he pro­

gress made in buildinP. the three fri gnteev.}t t ~ 17(/ 7 
u. s . s. "United States" , 44 ~ 

bUilding at Phila delphia . ' u. ·-· ~~-
¢~ ~~~ 

" Tho hull is ~inside and out and all tho ~ decks 
are laid and caulked , exoeptin~ e part of the gun deok. ~ The 
uppor deok beams are in and a ~art of them kneel: 'lbout hal f of 
t he bottom i s dubbed off and e considerable part caulked: ~e 
braceo ana pintles f or tho r other are all oaat : the knee of ~he 
head together with th& f i gure are nearly r eady: -4ll1 other parts 
of the hull i s in suoh f orws.rdness that ,.;. t i s expootod sho may 
be l aunched by t he beginnina of April next , provided tho winter 
does no~r.ro\"e sevo1·e . 'The riggi ng is ell made and nearl y 
f itted:' _yarns for the cables ere spun; the anchors and i ron 
ballast on hand : and the blocks , dcat - eyes , water casks , boats, 
lanthorns and al l t he tin work are provided. The other mat­
erials e re in part procured and t he workA~eneral~ proe;resstDgE~ 
rapidl y towards compl etion . • 

U. s. s. "Constitution" , 44 g.me , 
~~ .,J....t_ buildill/" at Boston. 

~," Th~ ~ of the frame i c raised and i s r eady for planki ng. 
The~ are prepared and it is expected will be on and fast­
ened this month. TI1e k eel sons are in their pl aces and bolted 
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off. "'he caste !lre now on ht:nd and the 'boat a &re 
buildi ng : &ll the Mad- eyes for lower and t opmast 
on ohroudc are ml'de and ctri pped: -;the knee s for ~11 
the decks are procured ee wel l as t ho beamo , oarlines , 
l edges , etc . : )Jon bal l ast suffi ci ent i o in store: And 
the necessar y materials f or oompl etine the hull are 
procur ed and r ecei ve d. The hemp for the cabl es , r i gging , 
etc., and blocks are in the hends of the r espective tra des­
men l!lllnufacturi ng: A,nd 1 ::? tho v:intor shc.uld provo favor­
able there i s no doubt but t bJWt ehi p may be l aunched in 
Jul y next . " #fill' 

u. $ . s. "Constellation" , 3& guns , 
r,f ~ ~uildiDg at Baltimo~~ 

The htfl.'l of the f r ame i s rai sed, the ~. blo.[:k­
~. fluoh , ~uerter en~- for o dri~s on "Undllrossed off : 
The~ cl amps for gun, lower~rlop decks are~ 

"\ -- itrCn~. dubbed off: The beams arc propared end ready t o 
be put in~~heir respective stations : The bottom i s now 
pl ankin.:, E.Dd the l,;nce!> a1·o getting roady for tho d~cks . 
~ther parte of the hull are progressi ng as fast as the 
worlancn c!lll be employed to a dw-ntege , llr.d from present 
appearances thi s ship may be l aunched ln !ley next. The 
l0\7Cr , t opl!'.est end top e-~t ohrouds ti t l: !lll thei r 
respective stays er e fitted and ready to go over the 
llSsthoads. ~'he other rigging i s els<> i n c r oat fori;ard­
ness . The ~ are all built , the water casks mostly 
made , t ogether wi th the bl ocks , decd- eyeo , ~a~,o to ., et c . 
The cannon for the gun deck are al l i n the navy yard, 
trimmed End are reedy for mounting in the cerri ages v.-hich 
are made . " 

Tho f ol l OVIi ll[r awns were esti mat ed as boi ntr necessar y to com-

pl et o the fri gates : U. s. s. "Uni ted st a t es": 
U. S. S. "Constitution" : 
U. S. S. "Constella tion ": 

$66 ,960 
96 , 571.71 
47 , 376. 

It was also s t ated th!l t the Department had sol d peri shable 

materi a l s origi~.elly acqui red f or the other three f r i ga t es f or a 

t ot al of $4 , 214 . 06. 

The ..-~rk of compl eti ng t ho three fri gat es cont inued during the 

v1inter and spri ng of 1797. On April 17th t he Secr et a r y of ?;ar wrot e 
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to naval Constructor Stodder at Philadelphia expressi ng his surprise 

that the "Constellat ion" could no t be launched until July and urgi ng 

him to use all possible expadition and "at the same time to be as 

frugal as possibl e in ever y part of the business . " 

Tho lettor-book has the follcming iatereotin,r entry: 

"Tho frieate "Un! tod States" , of 14 gUlls , wan launohod 
from ur . Joshua Humphrey ' s yard ( Southwark) l'hiladel phia1' 
1'/edneeduy , vay 10, 1797 , nt fifteen minutes pnst onJ J 
O'olock p .m. " 

On t.lay 2Srd the Secretary of \',ar wri t oe to General Henry Jack­

son , the naval agent at Boston , "It m~ bo proper that you should 

be inf ormed that I am deai:o:ous ~ eaoh of the frigates shall be 

furnished vti th both suits of sails of this countr y manurtf ture . " 

On Juno 16th .>eorotary !'oHenry com:nunionted to Congress the 

followi ng ~tatements in regard to the state of forwardness of the 

three frigates and o:r the furtbar sums nooosse.ry to oompl ote them: 

U. ;;. s . "United States . " . 
~ ~he h4ll of this ship was launched on the l Oth 

of l:ay lnar. ThP. bottom is oompletel y oopperod; and the 
carpenter ' s work is nearly f inished and she will be soon 
i n a s~tuation to receive hor masts and storoo. Several 
of the masts , ~a~ds andl~are f l niohod and the ro­
mal.nder nre under way . ~ats aro in hand: All t he 
riggi ng , blocks , dead- eyes and one suii,l!f sails are 
proparo:l , nll tho prinoipJ.l ~ and~'i:ho smull st ores 
a re provided , and tho captain roporta that tho shi p mny 
be ricged. and compl eted for use in ono month after tho 
gun a and lower 1re llta ro-e on board. '' 

u. s. ~ . ttco:1ati tution"o /.-(d1.' J 

Th~ bottom of this ship io(;~ea~off and the e~U4 
are a1,..\70rl<. nh" vr.rioua docko t' re .. 6 n: ~ (,., 
.......,-- ·~~ 
and counter timbers ar e all i~ and secured and the mast 
makers are employed on the ~ate nnd ynrda~ All the boats 
oxoeptin~ the pinnace are built. The riggers are at work 



--19 

on the riggi ng whi ch wi ll be soon ready : tho wa ter 
casks are in hand: sailR are prcpar'"~ · and the con­
at.~ctor reyor ts the ship may be l a!nched about tho 
20th of Aur,mst next . Thr oapt~tin iA o<' opinion she 
mny be completely egui pped i n one ilonth sftsr. " 

c. s. s . "Constellation. " 

"~'he latent r eport s t ates that this ahip is in 
Rrnv.t forwardroea;;>. "he bottom i s ceu l ked BJld f i ninhod: 
tl.e lower deck is laid, and the other decks a re 1n a for­
wnrd state: Tho ho'ld , ouartcl' BallPries 11nd Atorn ::.ro 
pnr•l y done , and the bowsprit i s almost r eady t o ba put 
on board . The matF>rie.l A for the cqui pmont and ri .;gl.r.r.: 
arc all Pl'0011r&d, oac sui t oi sail s are lnade and all 
the guns for the gun a.eck e r e in the navy yard and 
:nount ed on theil carri ages. The uonetrttotor stat es 
that thi s ship will bp l aunched ne~t ~onth 3nd from 
the tor,.,ard state of the oll!ia ts , yards and riggi ng to­
~;.ethllr with th3 other eou.ip>nents there i ~ rP~sou to 
oon.oluil.e sh;; can be completely fitted for sea in onn 
month ~ftor she is l aunched. " 

These estimat es of the further S 'l!D'I n<>'>OSRRry to ' 'O"l{ll cte no:·o !ldded: 

"Uni to<l St etne" , t>t PhtladA1~hl·• , ,G4 . 820 
·~oast~ tutlo,l" , at Boston, 93 , 470 
"Constel lation" , at 'lal ~\ml);-o. 79 ~14 

~~:;ul ....•.... •• •. . :,.~ 

.J:>lanao uaex,,ended o: l"a" appro-
r>riation ....... . ... .......... .... . • .) 4V , O•i8 
"o oo p•·ovtll~d ...... .. ... .. ...... ... 19'/ , G3o 

)U.l'.ll~ thi£ 91llili:IOr Lha lo'o·tcr- hook containo ro1my entries rela t ­

ll'lf' to 1,hu iJUl'<Jil!lf;e uf 6quipment and at orca for the three shi p a , as 

wolJ. ~_, ;:or tho ::'r'lF"~te buildiue; under ccnt raot at Portuuouth and 

doa1.lacu nc ._ present to the Dey of ~lr:;iera . On July 7th the Seo­

ret&ry of · .. ar '"~"i tee to Captain T. Thompson v1ho he~ been employed to 

take the chip out t o the 'edi tcrre..o.enn: 

"1t bcinr- n£c~eeary to fiy on c na•ne for the f rignt e 
i ntanded ~or the ~cy o! AJ rier~ ~~fnro ere sail s from 
r orte1oouth, I h&VIl , t!Jero!o•·& , uoaoluded to cal 1 her 
the "Crescent" whi ch name you will be pl eased to hove 
i nserted in her papers and other document s . 1 have 
just received your fever of the 29th ult i mo and 1 con­
gr atulat e you and !"r . Haokett on tho safe l a unchi ng of 
the frigate into her proper element. " 
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t1f~ 
COJ18reee , in June if paeeed a bill for tho oonrpleting and mannill8 

of the three frlgatee . It will be remembered that for somo years 

the merchant veeeele of the United st ates had been su-ject e d to 

vexations and spollaticns committed by Ooroeira and privateer s of 

several of tho European countries . The French in the West Indies 

wore the worst offenders , though there were many lnstanooa of the 

ooizuro of our ships by the Briti sh and Spaniards. The public docu­

mente of the period abound in raferencoo to those troubles. Freeldent 

Washington on many ocoasions called the attention of Congr6ee to 

these depredations and his sucoeeaor , President Adame , told Con-

gress that a llavy eatablloiunont would lm afford the only adequate 

protection. Hence !t ls not surprlwlng that we find the Secretary 

of War usina' ovary effort to plaoe the throe friratea ln commission 

and show1D6 exasperation at the continued dolayo , especially in the 

case of the "Constellation"_. building at .Baltimore . So!'le difficult y 

appears to have arleen over her launchiug1 and Naval Constructor Hum­

phreys was ordered to Baltimore to aeelst Constructor s todder in 

making safe preparations. The frigates "Conet1 tution" and "Con­

stellation" Vlere ordered ooppered bofo1·e le.unohlng . lleanwhile the 

"United St ates; which had evidently received somo sliBht damage in 

l aunohiDB had boen repaired and was lying in the etrewn taking on 

board her guns. Captain Barry was ordered to obtoln ~".J:'II·P:..~. 

riggers ht\d nearly completed tho rigging . "Unfortunate1#,811 ~ 
ther progress was impeded by tho contaeioua fever which attaokcd 

several of the offioers and orew that were on board; several of 
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the tradesmen e~ployed in the equipment were a loo from the same 

oauee prevented from attendinz to their respective occupations 

unti l t he l atte r end of October , when it Ras found to be too late 

in t be season to get t.he shlp in oomplete order to meet a winter a t 

sea. The "Constella tion" was launched at Baltimor o on the 7th of 

Septeml.er and wa~ a'l.::'Uored in the 2atapaoo to re ceive on boar d her 

stores . offioerF.I and orew . 

The Socre Lary o:f ·::ar writes on Ueptembor 10, 1797 , t o Naval 

Cons tructor ~laehorne at Boston: 

"I l"ocoi 'fad your lotter of t ho 4th !natant 
yesterday i nformi ng me of t he present state of 
,;he frigute ·•couetitll.tionq , and un';)mitti ng tho 
propriety of l aunchi ng her duri ng the high tides of 
-.ba ,,r.::soat m"nth , noticing at the semo timo tl>.at the 
work which rouot be done after getting her into tho 
water could be cheapast '"u·:tormed ..,hila on 'l.ho stocks. 
If in your opi nion it would be unsafe to trust t o the 
iid~ 3 ·.a 'loto·Je:r I ver-;- rea<ll11.;r agrea to har boi ng 
launched in t hie ~onth ; but if we may venture the de­
l aJ 11t1 tll Ootobor 'llld it \VOuld bo " savi~ 1n l>Oint 
of expense I should prefer it, especially ~s it does 
.aot »i?_>Mr to rna that s.nytlting oouln be gnined b;v a 
premature launch to counterbalance the expens e . " 

Accordingl y the "Uonsti tution" was launched a t Boston on the 21s t of 

October and was 'reported i n December r e} t •4 as ready f or service 

earl y in the ensuinp, spring. 

The following letter f r om Naval Conetru~tor Claghorns to the 

Soorotacy of War gives a brief aooount of the previous attempts t .P 

l aunch the "Constitution": 

'"Hsrtll@' before stated to you lilY intention of 
launchi ng tho friente "Clonuti tution" on the l::Oth 
i nstant , (~eptember , 1797) the nece~aar,v prepara­
tioua wore 100de to that end. And at the time ap­
pointe rt nll blocks and ehores were renoved ~lh 
full expectation of her movi ll@' gentl y into the 
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wat er. She , however , did not start nntil screws 
and other muchinery had bsen applied; and thon ohe 
move. only about 27 :teet. x x x . I fonnd that.a ;(L.... 
~art of the ways which had not before r e ooi vod any 
of the weight had settled about hal f an i noh. x x x . 
The next day after due .?rep·•ration the shlp una 
r aised two inches x x x. Her bilge ways were then 
t aken out and the apparunt defects remo70d. Al l 
things beins i n order a eeoond attempt was made on 
the 22nd instant and upon t 11o romovnl of her supports 
ahe mov~d freely f or about 31 feet and t hen s topped. 
x x x . On eJ<&nining the ways e1·ooted 011 the new 
wharf I f ound they had both settlod abaft about 
1- 5/ 8 of au i nch ; whi ch circumet o:noc , ao 1 t could 
not have b~en foreseen , the dosoent of tho ways was 
not c<J.loul ated to nveroome . x x x x . I um f...U.l ; 
confident that tho next trial on tho high tides 
i n Ootober will be n:ttendod ''i th 'lUcoosa. " 

Conerees not a0ain lu llov~ml>or , 1.79'/ , and in tho f ollowi"8 

month tile SecrAtury of .. ·ar reported th::t ti'c ·?ollor.illG additional 

eums woulol be n~oeaae.ry to oomplotc t'.r.i oquiJ? t ' .n f rigates for use : 

"Unit ed ~t3teo" z:;:; , !>57 
"Constitut ion " 2G, 275 
·~onatellution" 2::: 31' 
Total • •••• .• •• • •••• •• • 7~ 
3al e.nce o! l t.et &l>:.,ro­
prietion unexpended • •• 36 , 664 
Additional e.ppropr1u-
t1on required ••••••• •• 36 , 697. 

Thic was exclusive of the ooet of the military etoree and all the 
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maintenance coat of the vessels when placed in oommiaaion. 

On the 19th of r.;arch , 1798, the President sent to Congress a 

message dealing lfi th t ho incr ; aaingly stl'Qinod relations with 

Fr anoe and reiterated ~is r eoommandattona for the adopti on of 

measuroc for the protection of Amerioan commerce. On Uarah 27, 

1798~ongreaa appropriated $115,Ba3 to oomplet~ and equip for 

sea ~ frigatee "Uni t ad states" , "Constitution" l}nd "Constella­

tion, " and ~2 ,200 to defray the salaries of persons havi ng charge 
ar 

of t he _,. yards"llen York, Norfolk and Portsmou·th whsr o the un-

completed shi ps were lying. On i!ar oh 8th a oonlllli ttee or t he Rouse 

of Representatives recommended the oreation in the ~/a1· Department 

of an office whi ch should be employed in the immediate saperin­

t endence of the navy concerns o! the Unit'd States , tho offioer 

i n ah11rge to be csll od The ~ommissioncr of 'la•·tne . 

In an i nteresting and exhaustive r eport ~o oongroes on Ynrch 

22nd the Secr etary of ?lar revie" s tha conatruotlo:~ of tho ships. He 
I 

states that -mriouo considerations , omoh aa t he ri3o in tho price 

of labor and materials , tho loss ot t wo cargoes of oak i n ita 

paaesge from Georgia, tho loss of hemp by fire in Boston, the 

obat of an additional wrArf to insure the safe lsunoh~ng of the 

frigate "United States ," t he expense of jgu1 ng ~01'/n thll "United 

States" to repair 0.11 injury done to her ~ keel and rudder 

braoee by striking tho ground i n· lcunohi~~ . the expense occas ioned 

by repeated trial s in attempts to l aunoh the f11.gato "Conati tution" , 

the expense of doable frei ght i n r emovln;: some of tho l.i.ve oar. and 
~~tk~4 

other timber f rom one yard to ano th~r . ~ the diff9renoe ~etween 

the esti mat ed and the real coat of tho armament. He continues : 
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"The frigates are now nearly 11 ill 1 1 I and f rom 

tto boot j udgment that can be formed reepeoting them 
~ promise to prove the most oompl oto of their kind that 
h~~ uppeared on the ooean and such an ~ould do or edit 

t o the most skillful workmen of countries more axperi~aed 
1n naval ar ohiteoture than ours x x x x If the Uni t ed 
states contempla te ~-~rrangement f or properl y providing 
naval protection to ~·-commerce , sui tnbl e t o the r e­
sources of the country and its r el ative at tuation to 
fo1•eign powers , the mari ne buainoas in suoh a case 
ought to be •wppwclwlcrc.-x separated from the Depart­
ment of War or the Department of ii'ar enabl ed by proper 
institutions to conduct it in a manner more conformable 
to tho praot1co of other ue tiona . " 

On tho 30th of April , 1796 , the office of the Seoret~.1y of the 

Jlavy wao oote.blial:.ed by law. Benjemin Stoddart , o:f Georgetown, was 

appointed to tho of:rice. The records of Lhe Department oontaln 

nothing to show v:t.en 1J1o "Const1 tution" , "11ni te<l states" end "Con­

stellation" were e.ct'illllly r eedy fo:r soE.. J!ll;ah pnt~l t thd) 

fiO&a: . ... ' on cq \M com~'t v,igpf4i. Socretury StoddArt on t £Lk1ng o!fice 

found thc,m pl"Uctloally in a atatB of reE>dineea . Tho ~ear 1796 was 

the 1Joginn1n;; of the quasi l'1ar l7i th Franco . The "Uni tee:. states" , 

Captain John Do.rl'y , no.u ordered to see. in July . Captain >:ruxton 

was orderou to eeo. in the "Constellation" on the lOth of August 

and tho "Conot1 tution" , Captain llioholaon, was ordered to patrol 

the coast on tho 13th of A~ust . 
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"The frigates ere nou nea rly f i nished and f rom 
the beet judgment that cqn be formad r especting the~, 
promise to prove tho most complete of their kind that 
Ju,.vc e.ppearod on the ocean; end such au no uld do cr1di t 
to the most skillful workmen of oountrteo core experienced 
in naval !ll"Ohitectnre then ours x x x x . If tile United 
States oonte~plate an arrangement for properly ~reviling 
navel prottotlon to thei.r commerce , sui tublo to the l'o­
souraee of the oountry and ita relative situation to 
!o1·e1gn ,;?OUCl'S , the uw.rtne bualnoss 111 such a case 
ought to be separated from t he Department of \Var , 
or tho Depo.rtmcnt of 'liar enublod by propor 1nat11;u-
t1ons to conduct i t in e manner more con.ormable to 
t he ra·uutice of ether neti•:ms . " 

On the 30th of April , 1798 , the office of the Secretary of the 

Navy was establ1al1ed by l aw. Benjamin Stoddort , of Georgetown, was 

appointed to t he office. The r ecords of tho Department aon·tflin 

nothi ng to show when the "Constitution" , "United statal!" and "Con­

at•lr tion" were actually reaoy for s ea. Secretary Stoddart on tak­

i ng office f~und them preotically i n a state of readiness. The 

year 1798 wae the beginning of the qnasi war with France. The 

"United Stetce" , Captain John Barry, was ordered to Aea in July. 

Captain Truxton VIBB ordered ·co sea in the "Co:ustoll.atlon" on the 

l Oth of August a nd the "Constitution" , Captain llioholson , was 

ordered to petrol the ooast on tho 13th of Aueust . 

Those are a few o£ t he fea tures of the building of the first 

sh1pe of the NaV¥ of the United States. The,.r records throughout 

the years l~ve been a monument to the men who pl anned them , the 

men who b11ilt them and the men who manned them. All of them be-

aame victors in battle - the "Consttlntion" in tho ao11ono against 

the Fr ench frig11tes "Vengeance" end "Insurgente" , the "United St a t es" 
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in the via tory over the B:ri t i sh "lolfoedon1an" , and the "Con­

stitution" in the captur e of the British "Guerr1er3" , "Java" , 

"Cyane" and "Levant " . Two o f the t hroe , tho "Constitution" 

and the "Constellation" aro pro·ndly oarried on the rolls of 

the Navy today , one hundred and seventeen yenre after t heir 

launoh1~ . l!ny they long continue as a 1i ving tnepiretion 

to th{l nation. 
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