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L Extracts f rom speech of the Assistant Secretary of the 

Uavy at the Banquet of the ~ow York Davy Yard amployooe in honor 

of tho launohing of t ho u. s . s . ARIZOHA , Brookl yn, June 19th, 1916 : 

It is , of ooursc , f i tting that our sister s tat e of Ar i zona 

ehould be at tho f ront in Brooklyn today. Ar i zona has every 

r i ght t o be proud of the great ship whi ch bears hor name and 

we boliove that during the days to come when thie ship t akee 

her place in t ho fighting line of tho Fleet Arizona Will have 

no cause to loso her pride in her shi p . 

Anot h0§ta t o has an interest and a pride t oday i n the now 

battleship . We Hew Yorkers will alwayo r omomber that sho was 

built her e within our own limite and vary largely through the 

work of our 0\7n citizeno and friondo . 

But baok of a ll thi s i s the thourht that the Ar i zona i s 

t he Nation' s ship ; that she i s built wi t h tho Nation ' s money 

and tho Nation ' s brains for the service of t ho peoplo of avery 

state . This, I think, wo are in no danger of forgetting . In 

t ho earliest history of our Jlavy i t beoamo tho auetom t o nome 

our ohips after States and localit ies . It i s a ~cod custom i n 

that i t brings home the intimate r elation that t ho state and 

t he locali t y boars to the whole body politic known as the United 

States. This ohip has boon built through cooperation, - coo.pera

t ion i n the beginning of t he r opresentativoo of sovoral s tates 

of t ho nation Who votod t o authorize her construction. Then by 
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the cooporation of 1hose brilliant end devoted men who aro 

serving their OOUiltry 1n tho tochnioal work of pl.annin{; and 

dooigning ohi ps that wo bolievo havo no auporior s 1n the world. 

~hen later t ho construction of tho ohi p itocl f tl~oush the co

operation of t housands of American oitizene 1n fact ori es aoat

torod over many States. And f ino.J.ly by the cooperation of tho 

oxoollont f orco of employees in tho :Rrooklyn ·:o.vy Ya1·d , 11hoso 

fai thfu.l sorvico and attenti on to duty hao boon an all- important 

nnd oaeontic.l factor in makin"' thi s no\7 lUlu powerful addition to 

our lluvy. ::'hi s cooperation has rooultod 1n t ho tangibl e lll!laB 

of well wrought motal that 'ooday hua boon noatod on tho ;rator e 

o! tho Euot Rivor. 

And t he saoo cooperation will brin~ tho uhi p to conq>letion; 

will lllWl hor and of f icer her , and will br il'lg bor into tho Float 

as a component par t of t hat oooporativo body which oxista t or tho 

defonee of tho OOUiltry as a whole - tho Uni tod Statoe llavy. 
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